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Abstract 

The major objective of this study is evaluating the 2002/03 resettl ement program in Ethi op ia. The program 

was also examined for the presence of individual motives other than food security. In vest igation was made 

in terms of the experience of resettlers as farmers , its policy, and implementation procedures in Sire Dooro 

site of East Wollaga zonal administration in The Regional State ofOromia. 

The method followed to meet the objectives included qualitative analysis and interpretation of data 

co llected by in-depth interviewing, observation, etc. , and by invest iga tion of secondary sources of data such 

as the 1994 constitution, the policy (guide line) of resettlement, etc and other works in the area of my study. 

A total of 56 informants were interviewed out of which data obtained from 21 key informants of all ranges 

of age, sex, education, and experience as farmers were incorporated in this thesi . Moreover, the Cultural 

Consensus Model was employed to bring out variety of information about the background of resettlers when 

the other methods fail to do so in the study. 

Comparison of features of previous resettlement programs with the present ones was made to illuminate 

differences and similarities as part of the research des ign in the study. The rol e and nature ofcontlict in the 

area was assessed critically. Unlike previous studies on the subject of resett lement, the present study 

considered how the capacity of implementers, and the experience of resettlers as farmers were affecting the 

program in general. 

The major findings of the present study include; the observation that the conventional evaluation of 

conflicts which affect the success of the program was not ethnic based and that they were rather resource 

based. Despite its spontaneity at initial stage, the current resett lement was being carried out under 

conditions of availability of a huge amount of money made available by the Regional State of Oromia. My 

observation allowed me to see that the program was being implemented according to the policy except in a 

few instances regarding its preparation. The social services like schools, clinics, the dry weather road, and 

small market were being shared by the local population as well. Lack of compatibility of the resettlemet 

program with the constitutional rights and with the traditional land tenure system was identified by 

investigation. There were indications that the experience of resettlers as farmers had affected their 

productivity in the program. It was also revealed in the present study that the conventional alliance 

between all Amhara occupants had shifted to an alliance between a portion of the Amharas with the Oromo 

community in the locality. The fact that the ethnic line that opposing groups seemed to follow had played 

only symbolic role was evidenced in the observation of the present study. There were even more evidences 

to thi s like the presence of armed Amhara militias in Oromo farmers' association in the site of my study. 

The establishment of marriages between the Amhara and Oromo communities in the locality indicated that 

there are no sanctions that prohibit the formation of such social relations and that the possibility for ethnic 
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based conflict was unlikely to occur in the site at least immedi ately after implementation of the program. 

The study has a considerab le significance for policy makers and implementers of agricul tural projects such 

as that being carried out in Ethiopia, where a large proporti on of the population suffe rs from fam ine each 

year. It can also contribute to the effort to bridge the gap of know ledge in understanding di fferent forms of 

resettlement in Ethiopia. Generally, the study wi ll have a criti ca l role in determining the strategy for 

implementation of resettlement programs, in policy formu lation , site selecti on, and recruitment of reset tiers . 

.. 
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Chapter One 

1. Introduction 

The main purpose of this study is to assess the re ettlement program of 2002/2003 in terms 

of policy, preparation, and implementation. Resettlers ' experiences as farmers and the capacity 

of implementers have also been considered in the investigation , since they can influence the 

success of the program the country has adopted as a strategy for food security. The introductory 

chapter contains background to resettlement, research problem, objectives, methodology and 

field work experiences. It also highlights the limitations of the study and organization of the 

thesis . 

1.1. Background to the Study 

Almost all resettlements in Ethiopia were carried out in response to recurrent problems. 

Some of the problems include,degradation of the environment due to repeated use of land for 

farming and the resulting soi l erosion, drought, population pressure, and the policy of integration 

by the different governments in the country. Neveliheless, a considerable proportion of the views 

about the resettlement moves in the country is that all the resettlement programs had the motive 

of assimilating the people and incorporatin the regions by thi s means in addition to other 

mechanisms (Alula, 1992). What seems evident is that incorporation of the populous regions 

might have been carried out while the governments were actually trying to minimize the existing 

problems of hunger and tensions of overpopulation in their regions. A more frustrating view 

about resettlement programs all over the world is that only a small propoliion of the schemes 

were successful (Dessalegn, 2003). This is paliicularly true in Ethiopia, because almost all the 

resettlement programs failed to achieve the "official" objectives of the movement of the 

population in both the imperial and the Derglle regimes. 

Resettlement has been the feature of government policy during both the Dergue (Jansson, 

1990) and the EPRDF periods. (Dessalegn, 2004) during both regimes, resettlement became a 

response to the emergency situation in the drought affected areas (Walde Sillassie, 2003, 

Dessalegn, 2003). It has been suggested by the same authors that launching resettlement 

programs without adequate preparation can lead to ecological and humanitarian damages (Ibid). 



I have taken a special interest in Sire Dooro re ettlement site in Gidda Kiramu wereda for 

analyzing the characteristics of the current resettlement program. Besides, as there are Amhara 

migrants who came from Go)jam, Gondor, and Wallo during the prev iou government , the 

ethnographic data about the soc ial relation among resett lers in the previous programs can be of 

considerable importance to determine their current relations. The place is known as a 

resettlement site for people from Gojjam and Shoa in the previous system and it is also a site of 

resettlement for people from Shoa and Hararghe in the present scheme. The host comm unity is 

composed of mainly Dramas of the Mecca branch. It is reflected in the work of different authors 

that the region had been occupied by the settlers even before king Mellelik's control of that 

corner of the region (Oljira, 1994, Terefe, 1968, Getahun , 1974, Tesema 1980, Triulzi, 1975 , 

Gaulk, 1975, cited in Assefa, 1999). The area is, hence, idea l for observation of various forms of 

resettlement ranging from spontaneous small-scale to the planned government sponsored 

schemes. 

Incorporating the Southern regions to the North was also a strategy the imperial regIme 

pursued (Kassahun, 2000; Alula, 1992). The most common causes of the failure in the 

resettlement program was assumed to be the scarcity of inputs and the incomprehensiveness or 

complexity of the programs to speak about it, in the broadest sense. That is, the lack of resources 

for implementation and the difficulty in understanding the problems that were in vo lved in 

resettling a large mass of population were the major causes of the failure to meet the resettl ement 

objectives. 

As a background to the sites of Wallaga, it can be said that mechallizatioll of agriculture 

was the aim since hundreds of tractors were to be used for farming in thi s scheme especially 

during the Dergue era (Ibid). The outcome, however, was again a failure due to inadequate study 

of the soil quality. The types of resettlement in the region vary from one area to another in terms 

of suitability of the soil for agriculture, size, and the ratio of family to oxen (Alula, 1992). Gidda 

Kiramu , however, had little of this. The di strict had received thousands of resettl ers from the 

Amhara of Wollo starting from the 1960s. The people were also brought to the wereda from 

Gojjam region of Amhara (Chemet, 1988, in Assefa, 1999) for the purpose of resettlement 

Recently, however, resettlers have come to the site fro m different zones of the state of 

Oromia (Harar and Shoa). The difference in the schemes of resettl ement programs in Ethiopia 

was not a marked one, except in the present resettlement, whose unique feature can be identified 

by its ill tra-regionality. This difference and the others (that the program is voluntary and 

government sponsored, and that the resettlers are free to move to places of origin , etc.) do affect 
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the program in some way. Therefore, this is a po int of controver y and that re ettlement is a 

subject that was dealt with to determine the prospect of the CUITent re ettlement program In 

which there was a move to reconstruct 2.2m people in a move in the whole coun try. 

1.2. Statement of the problem 

Debates about the relevance of resettlement to the problem of food insecuri ty range from 

those who advocate more organized resettlement to those who recommend spontaneous 

resettlement and migration to the bigger cities li ke Addis Ababa (Dessalegn, 2003). Still others 

associate resettlement schemes with politica l moti ves on the part of governments and assert that 

it has di sruptive aspects to the society's accumulation of cultural values. Although the foc us of 

much of the literature is on the means and methods of implementati on, there is al 0 an emerging 

category of discourse that highlights that there is little record of success of resettl ement programs 

at global level (Ibid). Therefore, fo rnlulation of the hypothes is that there could be moti ves other 

than the control of drought caused famine is also an aspect fo r considerati on in thi s study. 

In a country where 85% of the population relies on agriculture fo r subsistence, it is not 

questionable that social sc ience research should foc us on development issues related to the fi eld 

such as agricultural resettlement. In some of the situations in which settlement was carri ed out in 

Eth iopia, collective or co-operative farming and mechani zed farming were a few of the systems 

attempted to resettle and rehabilitate the drought victims in the new sites. Currently, however, 

there is no sign of relocating people in mechani zed fa rm areas and the schemes are designed to 

re locate people on small individual plots of land (a few hectares in most cases) which they woul d 

have to use for farming and house construction (Pankhurst, 1992, Wolde Sillas ie, 200 I ). The 

present aim of the National Food Security Strategy (FSS) is to ensure that each household is self­

sufficient through agricultural development at family level. The Nati onal Economic 

Development Strategy seems to have agricultural development (mechani zation of agri culture) and 

industrialization in its long term plan and through thi s it claims economic change can be achieved 

at national level (FDRE, 2002). 

The trend in most of the literature so fa r reviewed is to foc us on the technical aspects of the 

resettl ement schemes and to have no heed fo r socia l aspects of the programs, which are often the 

causes of fa ilure for many of the resettlement schemes (Pankhurst, 2004) . It fol lows that 

assessment of the social factors related to the issue of relocation together with environmental 

issues is as important as the economic and the other techn ica l aspects of the schemes of 

resettlement in Ethiopia. 
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Generally speaking, there is a tendency to give more empha i to one or the other aspect of 

resettlement. Still other tendencies include those whi ch tota lly neglect one a pect and emphasize 

the other. The focus in the present study is, therefore, to see how factors like capacity of 

implementers, the policies, conflicts, the experience of re ettl ers, etc. are affect ing the program in 

general. 

1. 3. Objectives of the Study 

1.3.1 general objectives 

The general objective of thi s study is to make an assessment of the resettlement 

programme of 2002/2003 based on major factors like policy, preparation, and resources of the 

Program. The study will also look in to the capacity of the implementer and the agri cultural 

expertise of the resettlers as farmers in their respective place of origin . 

1.3.2 specific objectives 

1.3.2.1 to examine the specific conditions under which people are being recruited and 

resettled; 

1.3.2.2 to assess whether the settlers are drawn from drought affected areas and if they 

Have been moved to the site vol untarily; 

1.3.2.3 to enquire if any other reason as ide from food insecurity is considered in the 

present resettlement;, 

1.3.2.4 to predict the prospect of the present resettlement program. 

The following are some of the research questions this study aims to answer. 

1. Are the resources (financial and capable personnel) avai lable for the resettlement 

program? 

2 .. Are the implementation activities, (selection of sites, recruitment of resettlers & 

preparation of other inputs) according to the policy? 

3. What are the implications of the current resettlement programs to the loca l people, 

the environment, and to the social organization of resettl ers? 

4. Are there motives for resettlement, programs other than the ' official ' one, i.e., 

food security? 
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1.4. Significance of the study 

The present study will draw some ethnographic in ights from the soc ial mechanism 

highlighti ng the adaptability of resettlers and the local population operati ng 111 same the 

environment It also attempts to focus on the ex tent to which the re ettlement program has 

benefited the people, the locality and the nation as a whole in terms of food securi ty and 

economic development. Moreover, the fi ndings could be helpful to po licy makers and 

implementers for carrying out future resettlement programs in the country. 

1.5. Limitations of the Study 

Since this is a time and resource bound project , it could not be extended to other loca lities 

and more informants could not be interviewed to get a full picture. Although the utmost 

emphasis in the study was given to the investigation of the experi ences of the resettler ·, policy 

document and its implementation , it couldn 't go to the extent of pred icting the prospect of the 

recent resettlement program due to constraint of time. 

1.6. Methodoology 

The techniques employed in data coll ection are the fo llowing: -

Participant Observation:- I took part on the ccas ions of plowing, irrigati on canal building, and 

house building, meetings of the social court, church servi ces,* a feas t at a fam ily where a 

wedding ceremony was to take place, Tea and T'alla sa le houses, (where I took part as customer) 

market where bulls, goats and sheep, grains and other arti cles are so ld, other short meetings of 

arbitration by elders. Own observations testi fy ing that the harar resettlers come very late to the 

farms, there is a potential for irrigation and resettl ers are making efforts to use the streams fo r 

traditional irrigation system (they are building canals in the two villages), that they are renewing 

their cottages, the social court is dealing with di sputes like di vorce and di sputes over plots of 

land, conferences of the protestant church organized at the time of my arri val did not include the 

incoming population, a feast at a wedding ceremony included only Amhara neighbours at kUtli** 

*one protestant conference and one Orthodox church service at the beginni ng of the fasting month 

**1 was ava ilable on the day before the actual wedding and witnessed that the gathering for consultation with 

neighbours did not include the OrOll'los 
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Tea and coffee ceremonies are celebrated by all pre ent without di crimination and the Talla 

houses entertain both ethnic groups and arbitration are done by elder without di crimination 

among ethnic groups-elders from both groups pal1icipate in arbitrat ion of di pute . 

Photographing and audio - recording: when ever condition permitted, picture of etting and 

occasions were taken. The pocket tape reorder I was carrying was busy almo t all the time 

recording information. 

Case study- It helped me to gain knowledge about a particular incident by conducting long 

hours of interview. I benefited not only by getti ng data but al 0 by the proce s and sequences of 

events that happened in a particular case. 

Cultural Consensus Model; thi s model was used to reveal the experience or the competence of 

informants. I was convinced to use it because the techniques [ u ed first fa il ed to show the rea l 

cause of the failure of some resettl ers in productive ac ti viti es. The crop failure wa blamed by the 

resettles' (were made to come late to the site) . In addition, lack of oxen, toughne of the land, 

destruction of crops by hail stones and wild animals, hortage of tool s, and the difficulty in 

clearing the bushes were identifird as problems. The same causes had been revealed in the in­

depth interview conducted with others about their experi ence in agri cultural activities. Some of 

the resettlers were not sure how many months it takes for weeding and harvesti ng sorghum and 

maize. Others didn't know the need for thorough plowing before planting certain crops like bean, 

maize or sorghum begins. The harvest was destroyed by wild an imals like wild pigs, monkey, 

'Karkarro' and others. 

Illterviews: The interviews I conducted included informal and unstructured ones. For one thing 

on many of the occasions, I didn't need to wait for a formal meeting among resettlers or 

informants to tell me about their experience. At times, the informa nts' experi ences were even 

concealed when it has to be expressed in a formal situati on. Indi viduall y, most informants are 

encouraged to say what they would fear to say or have doubts about. Control were made by 

requesting others to respond to the same questions on another occasion . I used the open questions 

in the in- depth interview to control omission of some aspects of responses to the questions that 

had allowed a rapid rapport development, which in turn encouraged free communication between 

informants and the researcher (Bernard, 1994). 

Focus-Grollp DisCllssioll;- The Focuss Group Discussions were made to know the level of 

understanding about the resettlement policy and ava ilab ili ty of provisions fo r food security .! 

have organised three such di scussions consisting of members of di ffere nt soc ial group . The data 
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from secondary sources included books and journal , r po rt of related program , alli ed 

documents, the 1994 constitution ofFDRE. 

The pilot study was done in November 2004. The task of the re earcher during the pil ot tudy 

was to look for information about the site where the re ettlement program wa being carried out, 

its distance from the main road to GOJjam , the size of the populati on of the resettl ers in the 

current program, and about faciliti es of transportati on, residence fo r camping, oc ial service etc. 

It was decided during the trip to Kiramu for pilot study that I would be conducting fi eld work in 

the site selected some 10 months before when [ was out fo r ite se lecti on with a team of fe ll ow 

graduate students and senior instructors in the department of Sociology and Soc ial Anthropology 

at Addis Ababa University. 

Purposive sampling was the specific technique I employed as it was di ffic ult to interview the 

whole population during the given time limit.The informants were selected purposive ly on the 

recommendation of the resettIers but while carrying out the interview I have fo und out that all of 

them were not equally competent for my purpose. Hence T had to select 21 of them ba ed on their 

experience, expressiveness, social status etc. as my key in formants. I conducted in-depth 

interview with these 21 key informants in addition to other info rmants approached at the time of 

necessity for cross checking. 

1. 7. Fieldwork experience 

One of the biggest problems I faced in the fie ld work was the di stance of the 

resettlement site from centres of social services like hotels, telecommunication services, clinics, 

roads, photocopy and computer services, transportation fac ilities, and the like. The site T had to 

travel to was about 40 kms away from the main all weather road. That had made the access 

di fficult and I had to hire a mule and a guide to reach the resettl ement site. The effort I made to 

so lve the problem through the wereda administration was not successful. The foll owing day I 

was on a mule's back for seven hours. At 3pm on the same day I reached Sire Dooro the PA 

market centre and a village- where J settl ed. 

The next challenge was to find a place to camp. The two villages of the resettlement site 

were (Dubbuq and Ashu Kusaye) that are situated about 7 kms away from each other and it was 

difficult to reach both villages each day. Therefore, I had to request the PA chair person to assign 

me a place to settle. As a result I was given a small room which I shared with the DAs who were 

to stay with me for the following 40 days. I dec ided to settle in the market area fo r it was at an 
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equal distance from each site. Facilities for wa hing were among the eriou problem I faced 

while I was in the resettlement site. I had to, however, urvive with whate er wa ava il ab le. 

The informants ' suspicion that I was a journali t or some gov rnment offic ial was one of 

the challenges I faced while doing the field work. The u pi cion of course, did not affect my 

progress in the data collection since informants have later proved for themselves that I wa not a 

journalist. The only problem I faced for being taken as a journalist wa to be a ked to present 

their problems to government officials. This has interrupted my interview eri ously. 

The coffee ceremony, on which r first met them wa the beginning of my observation 

and selection of informants. On many occasions, I had to go to the village on foot except on a 

few market days on which the informants came to my camp which could save me the few day's 

travel to the villages. On most of the other days, of course, r had to go and observe the village 

and resettlement activities. 

Selection of study area 

I have taken special interest in the Sire Dooro resettl ement site in Gidda Kiralllll wereda 

for its representation of the current resettlement program. Besides, as there are Amhara migrants 

who came from Gojjam, Gondor, and Wallo during the previous governments, the ethnographic 

data about the social relations among resettl ers in the previous programs was of considerable 

importance to determine their current relations. The host community is composed of mainly 

Oromos of the Mecca branch. It is reflected in the literature that the region had been occupied by 

the settlers even before King Mellelik's control of that corner of the region ( cfAs efa , 1999). 

The area hence became ideal for observation of various forms of resettl ement ranging from 

spontaneous small-scale to the planned government sponsored schemes. More over, I speak the 

languages of both communities which is an added advantage. 

Organisation of thesis 

The first chapter of the thesis is introduction and its subsections were discussed in the 

beginning. Chapter two of the thesis presents a brief review of relevant literature and the 

theoretical framework.. Disparities in conceptualization of resettlement, the conditions under 

which resettlement programs were carried out in Ethiopia, the problems that resulted from the 

manner of implementation, the contributions of previous resettl ement programs to the growth of 

the national economy, etc., are some of the points that have been incorporated in thi s ection. 

Chapter three gives a description of the study area and the people.It includes the social 

8 



institutions, beliefs and practices, and infrastructural facil i ti e among other th i ng. I n chapter 

four, preparation for resettlement and the availability of re ource a per the policy and the 

manner of implementation have been dealt with. Chapter five i compo ed of the de cription of 

problems and survival strategies adopted in the program by resett lers. Relation hip between the 

previous occupants and the present resettlers has been discu ed in chapter ix hapter seven 

deals with the conclusions based on the findings . 
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Chapter Two 

Review of Related Literature, and Theoretical Frameworks. 

2.1. Literature Review 

Conceptual Controversies 

The concept "Resettlement' is understood by many to be the movement of population from 

locations where livelihoods are seriously affected to pl aces where there are relatively better 

conditions (Pankhurst, 1992, cited in Kassahun,2000: 41). The other understandi ng 0 f re ettlement 

inc ludes the concept that people move to places where the use of the land is not so ex haust ive that 

the land still has some potential for agriculture (World Bank, 1978, cited in Kassahun ,2000). 

Since large scale government planned moves of thi type involve the participation of many 

organizations a standing policy and an allotment of funds a part of its economic policy, 

resettlement schemes have never escaped the suspicion of being a political agenda. There is very 

litt le report of success in resettlement globally (Dessa/egn , 2003) and what i reflected in the 

scholarly conversations is how schemes of resettl ement failed and a to how thi i as oc iated with 

government policies. It is true that people are moved in resettlement programs when there are 

problems like population pressure and the resulting scarcity of land, land degradation , famine and 

drought, conflicts, unemployment, etc and the schemes cover a broad range of the com munity in 

question. The people's intention in accepting the moves is, thus, to be better off by improvement of 

the livelihoods. 

The spatial change or movement of people from places of origin to a new environment is a 

common feature to all resettlement schemes. What seems to vary with each type of movement of 

people in African countries in particular is the condition under which people are made to move, the 

manner of implementation of such programs, and the capacity of implementers, and the resources 

needed (Chris de Wit,2004:89). 

The various senses in which "Resettlement" is understood by scholars are the re ults of 

endeavours made by the respective governments in Ethiopia and by their motives , which the 

policies are intended to bear. The policies of resettlement in Ethiopia have always had hidden 

motives. The official policies do not often spell out the hidden moti ves and there lies a di crepancy 

among the ways the ordinary public looks at them. 

The reactions of the public to the schemes of resettlement sometimes took a form of forced 

willingness because refusal to obey government policie could otten re ult in puni hment 
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(Dawit,1989). some resettlers would therefore escape while being moved and in thi way tried to 

avoid imprisonment or even shooting iffound running away from camp . 

In terms of availability of resources for the implementation of the program, almo t all the 

schemes in Ethiopia were carried out under similar conditions; there are a few exception in the 

South- West regions. Conditions of the resettled people during the time ofre ettl ement were wor e 

off since the livelihoods are destroyed in most of the cases- Except in the ca e of" pontaneous 

Resettlement" moves by individuals or groups, which sometimes take place when they have the 

potential for reconstruction in the new areas. Resettlers are often reluctant to follow government 

schemes in Ethiopia because they could never be sure about what would happen after leaving 

places of origin and the frequent news about such moves is that of di aster due to hunger, malaria, 

ethnic conflict over resources, malnutrition, etc. Human and animal di ease, and malnutrition are 

sometimes so serious that death rates in resettlement sites reached 110 per thou and (A lex de Wa , 

199 1: 225 cited in Gebre,2003). Because of the ill-preparedness of the agencies, and due to lack of 

provisions to the policies, and scarcity of inputs, people have alway felt in ecure to accept the 

programs and they leave part of the house hold in the places of ori gin ; eparation of fami Iy 

becomes an additional factor for the psychological tension and failure to invest the physical and 

mental labor for the productive activities. Government (especially the dergue) reacted violently to 

such behaviour of resettlers (Dawit, 1989). 

It is as well not uncommon to fulfill such objectives as incorporat ing less populou region 111 

to others, as in the Ethiopian case during the era of both Menelik and Hailesillassie. Depriving 

opposition groups of the popular support was also another motive during the dergue time.The 

tradition of moving people for purposes of assimilation and expansion seems to me irrelevant to 

the present program since all resettlement programs are being calTied out intra- regionall y in most 

regIOns. 

The negligible contribution of resettlement to the national economy, has also affirnled that 

resettlement in Ethiopia could never bear objectives other than political ones. Things have always 

gone wrong with the government planned resettlement schemes while self-settl ed groups 111 

Ethiopia are better in terms of productivity and self-sufficiency compared to those who were 

resettled in the government schemes (Schudder, 1985, cited in Kassahun,2003 :2). Therefore, it is 

possible to conclude that resettlement programs in Ethiopia have been defined to be popular moves 

to other places just to fulfill political objectives. There is,however, reason to accept that people are 

moved in resettlement programs to fulfill the objective of food ecuri ty and to minimize the 
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prolems of land degradation, population pressure, in the re pective ar a fr m IV h r re ettler 

moved. 

The present description is based mainly on previou work by (A lul a Pankhur t, 1992 

Assefa Tolera, 1999, Wolde Sillasie Abbute, 2003, Richard Pankhur t,1986 and on Hizikiel 

Gebbisa and Alula P., 1986-b, Dessalegn Rahmato, 2003, Kassahun Berhanu , 2000, etc) . 

According to those studies by the authors mentioned, the two major type of re ettlement carried 

out in Ethiopia include (a) Spontaneous resettlement and (b) planned re ettlement cheme (Alu la 

P., 1992). Spontaneous resettlement began as part of the politica l ystem' practice to extend the 

control over the various regions in the country after the 19th century. Planned resettlement, on the 

other hand, started as a consequence of the push and pull factor (Ibid). A va i lab il ity of free and 

fertile land and market has attracted the northern migrants, which had the pull effect on the 

resettlers. The push factor - (population density, soil eros ion,drought and famine) , had the effect 

described in the northern regions of the country. 

After the late 19th century, resettlement was also considered as part of agricultural 

development and was carried out by officials in the respective region (A lula P., 1992). Hence, it 

was implemented partly, as a scheme to settle those who lead the life of mobi le cattle herder . 

There was assumed to be a move of about 100,000 people in the scheme (Ibid). Later, after 

establishment of strong ties with the eastern sociali st bloc, the USSR in particular, a move to 20 

settlement sites was planned by the Ethiopian government. But in those schemes, input was too 

much compared to the contribution it had to the country's economic development (Ibid). 1t wa 

thus, justifiable to relocate people from areas where there was shortage of land for culti vation in 

this scheme, which was not successful either, but had some indications of productivity. The 

following reasons may be cited as causes (1 ) low -cost settlement didn ' t contribute to the 

economy (2) the big ones involved too much input and (3) though not perfectly successful , the 

move of the land hungry farmers had some signs of usefulness. 

While 'spontaneous' resettlement was partly a non-government planned scheme and had no 

organization and budget for its implementation as such, planned resettlement on the other hand, 

had the official objectives of food security, of minimizing population pressure and environmental 

degradation and had budget and agency for its implementat ion. The e tabli shment of Relief and 

Rehabilitation Commission, RRC, was a major strategy for food securi ty in the country. The 

involvement however of the political motive that the mass movement wou ld deprive oppo iti on , , 

movements of their popular support blended by the untimeline of the occas ions on which the 

programs were implemented, becomes obvious; sometimes, even the ava il ab ili ty of re ources 
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and the capacity of implementers were not assessed adequately before launching the re ettlement 

programs; lack of consultation with the society concerned and reque t to vo lunt er in th 

implementation of the programs is also absent. As a result, the huge t of all the endeavor made 

to resettle masses of the population from drought-affected region of the country have fail ed 

dramatically. The resettlement programs have failed to achieve the offic ial objective of ' el f­

sustainability' in particular. According to these authors, resettl ers have become to tall y dependent 

on the food rations provided by government (Dawit, 1989, cited in Cebre,2003). The major cau e 

of the failure according to certain critics is the incorporation of the hidden moti ve of uppre ion 

of political movements by depriving them of the popular support on whi ch the orga ni zation 

rel ied (Clay and Holcomb, 1986: 29; Colchester and Luling, 1987:5; Dowit, 19 9: 2 9, 298; 

Keller, 1993:233, cited in Gebre, 2003) . 

The scholarly discourses have sufficient indications of the conflict that wa to break out at 

any moment in their assessment of the scheme of migration and the power relations, Knutsson 

(1 964) describes this process as 'Ethiopianization/ Amhararization. The rea litie after the over­

throw of the "Dergue' seem to have offered a great dea l of ev idence fo r th i . The P A, in wh ich the 

present study has been conducted witnessed the outcome of those power relati on . A large number 

of Amhara settlers were displaced from the area in the contlict with the indigenou Oromos and a 

considerable proportion of them has not returned. 

The history of resettlement and the conflict between the settl ers and the ho t communi ty 

could therefore, provide evidences that the 'good' intention of resettl ement by the di ffe rent 

governments in Ethiopia have always had the hidden motive of poli tics. Thi ha been made 

clear in the refusal of the host community to accept marriage proposals by the settl er (Assefa 

1999), which would be assumed to be a form of alli ance with or acceptance of opposing groups. 

Recently, reports of the schemes of resettlement in di ffe rent regions of Eth iopia have been 

carried out. The major differences between the present and the past schemes included that the 

present resettlement is voluntary and that it is intra regional where as all the mass movements of 

the past resettlement (Government sponsored ones) schemes were inter regional ( orth to South 

and South West). Population pressure, scarcity of land, famine and drought, and degradati on of 

the land were the major 'official' reasons for the programs in both the 'Dergue' and the imperi al 

regimes of Ethiopia. The official purpose of the current resettl ement program by EPRDF, on the 

other hand was food security that was to be achieved in three years; about 2.2 million people 

were to be moved in the program and 2/3 of the task must have been completed by the time had 

been there. 
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Observations made by researchers indicate that the current PI' gram a \' ell \' a nt free 

from political motives of maintaining the power relation between re ettl er and the ruling party, 

Many resettlers and the ruling party 's (TPLF ) ex - soldier and returnee from refugee ca mp in 

the Sudan have been incorporated in the scheme by EPRDF (Kas ahum 2000). Re ettlement ha 

ever been the feature of the process of state formation in Ethiopia and the pre ent ca e of 

resettlement of ex-refugees in Humera provides a single example that it had a maj r but 

unofficial political objective (of maintaining the system) other than the rehabilitat ion of returnee 

(Kassahun, 2000:46). 

Seeing the issue of resettlement from this angle cannot reveal the rea l mot ive of the 

program in all the systems of government in Ethiopia since such ma movement of the 

population in the programs has always involved a break in the social network of the moving 

population. The reSUlting disconnections to the soc ial tie are very likely to be interpreted a 

violatons to the people's rights to social organizations. Systems of traditional admini trat ion and 

poli tics, the ties of kinship, etc are broken in thi s way and it i po sible that movement 111 

resettlement could have meanings as political motive by ob erver . 

I made observations and investigated that there are about 12 ca e in which interethnic 

marriages were possible between Amharas and Oromo in the Oromo zone of East Wollaga in 

Sire Dooro in particular. According to my observations Wallo and Gojjame women were marri ed 

and produced children with Orama men and the vice versa. 

This type of generalization, however, isolates resettl ement from it primary agenda, which 

is an issue of development with possible impact on the ways peopl e are orga ni zed In a gIven 

locality. 

Concerning the relations between settlers and the host population,"the competition for 

resources and the equal access to services and public utiliti es were potenti al causes of confli ct in 

resettlement areas. These may be influenced positi vely according to authors by providing the 

local popUlation with services that come as a result of can-y ing out the resettl ement program in 

the area (Kassahun, 2000: 171). The assumptions, therefore, that con fl icts often occurred a a 

result of amalgamation of a given ethnic group against another seems not to be working in thi s 

context at least. 
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2.2. Theoretical Frameworks 

2 .. 2.1 The inherent complexity approach 

This is the view that owing to its nature, ' involuntary re ettl ement' i characterized by a 

complexity, which causes a variety of problems that are Ie di ffi cult to olve and which requ ire 

more than the provision of inputs (de wet, 2003 :52) 

This approach bases the analysis on the spati al change which ha vari ou impli cat ion to 

the social, economic, and political life of the resettlers' di ruption to the e a pect 0 f li fe are 

inevitable once resettlers have moved from places of origin to other place ,( which are often ve ry 

far 1800Kmsl in the case of Sudanese Nubians)(Cernea cited in de wet, 2003). ome of the 

patterns of life that result from the spatial change of resettl ers are patterns of the change in the 

access to resources like land, water, wood and the social services they are accu tomed to in their 

places of origin. 

What de wet observes also includes heterogeneity of the ho t communi ty cau es 

competition over resources and leadership. The involuntary re ettl ers in Wo f/aga Qeto found 

themselves in a competing relation with each other for they had to hare a burial place fo r both 

Christians and Muslims (Ibid p 56). 

The pattern of access to the means of subsistence is altered in re ettlement and the local 

people find themselves in close connection with wider politica l and admini trati ve structures (de 

wet, 2003:57). 

Resettlement projects are 'problematic institutional processes' because the obj ectives of the 

resettlement project fail to be 'realized' and the people/resettl ers often become OCIO­

economically' worse off. In connection with thi s, Alan Rew, cited in de Wet, 2003 ex pl ains that 

the policy and its implementation should not be considered as two separate phases but as pal1 of 

one process (Ibid, p.57). Rew further explains that policy is transformed considerably in the 

process of implementation. It is so because problems of institutional processes of resettl ement 

and rehabilitation are reflected in the policy outcome- a policy is composed of a negotiated 

outcome that "as to accommodate the concems of various interest groups and it tellds to be 

general and even embodies contradictory elemellts (Ibid). A policy is implemented in situations 

where there is no adequate infrastructure, co-ordination and personnel and where there are 

scarcities of basic necessaries and implementers and local offi cial are often compell ed to 

operate according to rooms available in the routine acti viti e and resources ava il ab le in order to 

cope with the demands. "Eventually resettlement policy become what the local offi cial make of 

it on the ground'. 
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Resettlement projects are often carried out I'n th c. f ' . e lace o . cntlca l hortage in term f 

infrastructure, personnel (with the skills and concerll Co th ) d I 
LI r e cau e an ot ler re ource . ludi e 

show that most projects in Africa often start with 10% of the over all budg t (Ibid p. 5 ) 

Resettlement is, therefore, considered subordinate and very little re ource i all owed for it 

implementation in most of the situations. 

2. 2. 2 The Risk and Reconstruction Model 

Michael Cernea's principle (Risks and Reconstruction Model) can be ex tended to 

'Comparable processes, that concern relocated people. His theory i ba ica ll y applica ble to 

situations where people are displaced as a result of efforts made to carry out development 

programs such as road construction, dam building, irrigation canals, ho pital , schoo l , etc . 

Displacement is taken in the sense that it is a socially cau ed di ruption , not a natural di saster, 

and its adverse effects can and must be counter -balanced. 

Cemea's focus in his study is on peoples, who have been forcibly di pl aced which could 

also be called involuntary displacees because there is always a 'pu h' factor such as dam building 

or others for their displacement. 

The theory, therefore, seems more applicable to involuntary re ett lement rather than 

'voluntary resettiement'.Nevertheless, aversion of the inherent problems in all types of 

development projects are essential elements of interventions in 'voluntary' re ettlement as well . 

The 'risks' Cernea mentions, landlessness, homelessness, marginali zation , social di art icu lat ion , 

etc are features of ill planned development projects. Therefore, the examination (di agnosis) of all 

stages, the anticipation or (prediction) of possible risks, and the 'resolution of the anti cipated 

problems are the essential functions that must be incorporated in the policy. Policy makers and 

planners are criticized in the other perspective I have considered in the previous section , for 

making no provisions of this kind in resettlement projects and thus their plans have been 

inadequate. The current resettlement program and its guiding principles do not include 

examination, prediction, and the resolution of aspects of the routine activities of the 

implementation. In addition to financial scarcities, which the projects in Africa suffer from , 

inadequacies of this type are assumed to be the major factor for the failure of many of the 

resettlement projects (de wet, 1997). 

In order to examine a resettlement program, therefore, anthropologica l studi es need that 

way of looking into the interventions in terms of their diagnostic predicti ve, and prescripti ve' 

16 



dimensions. That is because these are the aspects lacking in the policie f pr 

programs mentioned. 
u re ett lem nl 

According to Cernea, the model predicts future result of development project ba ed on 

the outcome of the previous data and he asserts if warnings are not con id red , the ri k wi II turn 

to be real. 

Social capital: The survival mechanism 

Social capital theory, according to Bordieu and Coleman , can be defined br ad ly a 

network of social relations which are charactrised by norms of trust and rec iprocity and wh ich 

lead to mutually beneficial outcomes( cf.Hunter,2003). The tudy conducted by Putnam ay 

social capital is incorporated in the trust of people feel vis-a vi each other and the oc ial, 

economic and political systems in which they are involved. can develop if people often meet and 

can do things together.Through all interactions, the citizen will learn to trust each other. They 

become interdependent in the sense that "If! do what I am uppo ed to do for yo u, you wi II a I 0 

do for me what is expected from" a kind of balanced reciprocity. when it goe on for a long time 

- may be over generations that the trust develops (Putnam,2003) 

Clearly, social capital is a multifaceted concept that opens the po ibility of under tanding 

ssocial problems and rationalizing policy action at a number of levels.1t also ari e from ocial 

networks which has been classified in to three types namely: bonding,bridging, and linking.It 

also said to coexist in dense or closed networks and helps people to get by in life on a daily 

basis. linking social capital is a concept that involves social relation hips with those in authority 

or positions of power , which is also useful for securing resource(Woolcock and Narayan,2000). 

Social capital can be analysed from two perspectives ie. Structural in whi ch connections or 

networks are included and cultural which is defined in term of norms, manner and cu tom 

related to the structural aspects.(Hunter,2003).Some also argue in di fferent tone but agree with 

the basic definition ie. Human capital resides in the individual where as soc ial capital reside 111 

relationships(ibid). 

What ever way the terms might be used, it can be argued that social relationship is the 

building block for the survival of individuals in the society. The human beings create, and 

modify the existing relationships to overcome the unforeseen danger in the life situations. The 

social capital is emphasized and used as the primary model for the pre ent piece of work . 
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Chapter Three 

Description of the study area 

3.1.1. The area 

The two villages Dubbuq and Ashu-Kusaye' are located at a di tan e of 5-7 km from ach 

other. Due to the difference in the religion, culture, place of origin of the re ttl r , purpo i e 

samples had to be taken from both villages. Therefore, I dec ided to ettle betwe n the two 

villages at Sire Dooro. Sire Dooro is the center of the PA, Rural Development office, Market 

Farmer's co-operative, school and clinic are located in thi centre. The tore for grain of food 

ration is also in this centre. 

It was about 1 :30 hours walk to each village from where I preferred to camp. ome of the 

resett lers came to the centre to buy things and sale grains. Their chi Idren go to school through the 

center. I spent much of my time walking to the villages except on market d'~Y s when re ettl er 

came to the center. 

The larger village, Dubbu,q has about 1,600 resettler while the mailer one i compo ed of 

about 400 resettlers from North Shoa. A total 2000 resettlers are li ving in the ite of the pre ent 

study. 

Therefore, in order to cover and define the type of informant f would be talking to, f had 

to have more time at Dubbuq than in Ashu kusaye. I took a total of 56 informant , who differ 

from each other in experience as farmers, in age, sex, in succe in the agricultural act iviti e of 

the harvest year (1997Ec.), and in other backgrounds. There are 6 female hou e- hold heads in 

Dubbuq with their own plots of land (2 ha each), a goat and an ox. There are 3 female family 

head resettlers at Ashu Kusaye. 

I have taken resettlers from all ranges of age, sex and other backgrounds. Twenty nine of 

the informants were resettlers of these ranges. Seventeen of the total are from the loca l people, 

FA members, co-operative chair person, returnees from migration, driver (who brought 

commercial fertilizers to the PA) and 'wereda' officials and DAs - rural development worker. 

The study was conducted in Sire Dooro PA in 'Gidda Kiralllu' wereda of Ea t Wallaga. 

What is now called East Wallaga Zone includes the town of Naqamte and it extend to the 

Abbay valley in the North West and to Shoa in the orth . According to de criptions made by 

authors, Wallaga was divided in to three main admini trative area during the imperial era 

(Teshome, 1999). 



There are three agro-ecological zones in Wallaga : Badda (high land 2 m ab 

sea-levi, Badda daree (temperate land) 1400-2000s above ea- Ievel and th Gammojji (I bid). 

The rain fall covers mid March to November with variation dependin n th altitude fa r a 

over which it falls. The heavy rainfall season Galllla ex tend from Mid Junc t ptember. Bin'a 

extends from mid June to mid September. Arfaasa is the li ght rain ea on . BOlla i the drie t 

season and it extends from December to March. The region i , there~ re uitabl e for rop 

production and cattle rearing in most of its districts. 

According to the divisions of the region in to the agro-ecologica l zone, the area of the 

present study is in badda-daree zone, which ha an average of 16 -20d egree centigrade of 

temperature. Therefore, it is suitable for crops like 't f!:ff, maize, sorghum, va ri eti e of potat , and 

for plantation of oil crops. While fruit plants like mango, banana, avocado etc. arc ava il able 

many people also keep bees and cattle as additional economic activitie . Although the 

neighboring valley is a hostile environment for both animals and human being the area ar und 

Sire Dooro is suitable for many crops. There is a big ri ver Qarsa, from which water was diverted 

for use in farms at Dubbuq by the traditional irrigation y tem. There is a mailer river in the 

Salale village at Ashu Kasaye which was being used for the same purpo e. There were al 0 

smaller streams that could be used for smaller traditional irrigation for the I roducti n of ugar­

cane and banana. 

3.1.2. The people 

Wollaga Oromo according to oral traditions and written records is one of the main branche 

of Borana that made its settlement in what is now called Jimma, flu -Abbaa bora and wo ll aga 

it elf (Teshome). 

The land holding system of the Oromo of thi s locali ty (gabiyyee) has allowed the ri ght to 

hold land on generational hierarchy. In that system of holding the land, the elder fam ili e are 

allowed to remain on the family 's land. The younger family , on tbe other hand, are expected to 

extend land if shortage ofland compels them to do so. This system ofland hold ing was di srupted 

later by the violation to the gada system and by the introduction of Amhara rul ers to the region 

during Menelik's reign (Tesema Ta 'a, 1980). The introduction of the Amhara rul er resulted in 

the dispossession and displacement of the Indigenous Oromos from their land according to the 

author. The integration of the region and the people has resulted in a complete change in the land 

holding and in the traditional administrative system . The extended Oromo co ll ective land 

holding system thus gave way to the feudal land holding in titution "yeq inyi ag 1''' mean ing 
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colonized land. TheAmharas were provided with a considerable am unt of land hil th 

Oromos were dispossessed. Together with the introduction of the Orth do hri ti anity the 

indigenous Oromo socio-cultural and administrative system were con idered to ha e b en 

di sfunctional. The resulting relations among the communi tie were tho e of opere or and the 

operessed, Since the local Oromos were not benefiting from the change. 

Later under the system of Emperor Hailesilassie, settlement of Amhara of other region 

took place and the newcomers possessed not only the land but the people them elve a well. 

Hence, the local people didn't benefit from the later political admini trati on either. The hri tian 

missionaries and the Italian invaders have rather brought improvement with them to the region 

in the form of schools, health care institutions, roads, from which the loca l populati on benefited a 

great deal. The land reform of the Dergue era didn't have any benefit for the pea ant either due 

to irregularities in the system of land distribution. The di stribution y tem had encouraged 

inequality in the amount of holding or land among the oromo pea ants a well . On the other 

hand, and infrastructure and other social services were lacking in the rarea . The great amount of 

resources invested in the resettlement, villagization, and collectivization program during the 

Dergue era, have affected the local peasants' economic and socio-cultural potential needed for 

development. 

3.1.3. The Language 

The people of East Wollaga are speakers of Afaan Dromo , a language with many dialects 

and whose map extends from North Ethiopia to the pockets in Kenya and Tanzania in East 

Africa. It belongs to the low land Cushitic family and to the Afro-a iatic Proto family. everal 

languages in Ethiopia and outside Ethiopia belong to thi s family including Afar, Somaiy , Saho, 

AwL Qimant, and so on. Although the existence of several dialects of the Oromo language i 

evident, all the speakers, however, understand each other perfectly. 

Afaan Oromo is a language with its own writing system and with a large body of literature. 

It is used as medium of instruction in higher education institutions and now there is a Masters 

degree program in AAU in Drama. Before the introduction of the recent alphabet, Afaan Oromo 

was using Amharic and Sabean scripts. Several books have also been written in the language 

including history, proverbs, literature, grammar, and dictionaries. 
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3.1.4. Religion 

It would be relevant to indicate what type of r · d· . . re IglOn or tra Itlonal belief the p pulati n 

follows. This is I think important in the studies of devel t b I opmen ecau e peop e ocial and 

economic activities and their behavior and attitude towards tl . I . f d le Imp ementat lon 0 e elopment 

projects such as agricultural resettlement is greately influenced by religiou indoctrinati n. The 

practices and activities of a given development project and the religion and cul tu re of the 

incoming population or of resettlers are either accepted or rejected by the loca l popul ati on 

depending on what they are made to accept or reject in the belief sy tem or religion. 

Recent studies show that there are 

1. Traditional Oromo belief system or religion that is, the belief in waaqa 

2. Islam, and 

3. Christianity 

The belief in waaqa is assumed to be the indeginious belief of the Oromo ociety. Most of 

the society members in the sub-region are, however, supposed to be followers of hri ti ani ty . A 

smaller section of the population still is waqeeffata and or Muslim . There i till a con iderable 

proportion of the population that practices what is in the traditional belief y tem even while 

belonging to the religions mentiond. According to the belief the supreme being lead and 

governs every aspect of life and solves any problem. The ayyaana, according to the belief 

inhabits objects. The people worship waaqa through the ayyaana inhabi ting the e object . They 

do not worship the objects. The ayyaanas do not give orders but do communicate the order of 

the waaqa. Practices like prayers and sacrifices are considered to be communicated through the 

ayyaanas to the waaqa. 

The local belief is that there exists an ancestral spirit called Booralltic/tclta, which i much 

more respected than father 's or mother's ayyaanas . According to thi s belief, every human being 

has dual nature: the real or physical being and its ayyaana. There is also li fe after death according 

to the belief. But there is no suffering after death for what wrongs done in li fe . Wrong doing is 

punished while the person is in life. The offerings and prayers are made in the beli ef that goal of 

better health, wealth, leadership, rain, good harvest, large number of children, fert ili ty, peace, etc 

are achieved. 

People following the traditional religion make prayers and offer ac ri fices not a refe rence 

to spirits but to their supreme being-waaqa. Waaqa guard them and order pirit not to harm 

them. It indicates that waaqa withdraws his guardianship if the indi idual iolate Hi 

commands or rules. Lying, stealing, offending elders, eli citing ex uali ty, etc. are uppo ed to be 
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violations to the waaqa's rules. Everything and everyone i uppo ed to ha e a aana a rdin 

to this belief. The ayyaana of the qaallu help to maintain effecti ve relat ion hip b l\ een p pi 

and their waaqa. Such persons are ritual experts like priests or Imam in their repe ti e reli in . 

3.1.5. Economic activities 

The people of the study area are agriculturalists with orne what mi xed activitie f life. 

Cattle raising is an activity of some while they are still engaged in agri culture. The ource of 

labor for agricultural activities is the household. Activities like ploughing, owing, w ed ing, 

house bulding, harvesting, making farm tools, cooking, childrearing, fetching water and 

fi rewood, etc. are done by household members. There are task which require the parti cipati n of 

large numbetr of households. House building, covering the roof with thatch, ploughing a large 

plot of land, and harvesting,etc are some of the activities that need the participation of a large 

number of house holds. There is minimal specialization in the activite of farming and everyone 

does many things in which no one's specialization is needed in particular. Tool mak ing, hou e 

building, ploughing, and harvesting and many other activites are skill s in which mo t farmer are 

endowed with through practice. 

Division of labor is mainly based on age and sex. Able men are expected to perform 

heavy duties like ploughing, clearing, house building, harvesting, thre hing smithing, tanning, 

weaving, woodworking. Political role is mainly supposed to be the male' respon ibility. 

Fetching water, cooking, child rearing, cleaning, are some of the female' activitie. hildren are 

expected to care for smaller children, and tending cattle. Elders take pal1 in activitie of farming 

as far as their strength allows them. Usually, however, elders are con ulted and they give 

guidelines for activites of farming and others. In addition to human labor, oxen are u ed for 

threshing and for pulling objects for building. 

3.1.6. Marriage 
As marriage is an institution that controls kinship and society, it is given an important place 

in the Oromo society. It is a mechanism through which conflict is re olved by forming alliance 

with the families of the marrying couple and with the larger group. The group accepted for 

man·iage is supposed to be equal in status and refusal on the other hand ugge t rejection of 

forming alliance with it, which therefore indicates potential enmi ty. 
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Marriage is a social organization that ties t th b . oge er y complementary economl ne d 
moral codes, and integrative force of the whole social organ ' t' M . Iza Ion. arnage among r m 

functions mainly as an alliance between two halagaa (non k') ' A h - III gr oup. m ng t e r m 

marriage between the two large groups never breaks even after the death of either one b au e 

the deceased person's spouse is made to marry another from the same fami ly. In thi way, th 

relation is maintained by systems called dhaala (marriage between the wife and the dec a ed 

husband's brother, hir,pha (marriage between the husband and the decea ed wife' i ter) in 

Oromo. Divorce is socially condemned and there is a saying in Oromo trad ition " hii kkaa malee 

duuti fi rooma hin kutu"meaning, 'divorce but not death di so lve marital relation 

(Teshome, 1999:38). 

Therefore, marriage in Oromo is not only an individual affa ir but al 0 an affai r of the wider 

group or society. Elders and parents play great roles in Oromo. Traditionall y, mall amount of 

money was payed for marriage and it was sometimes given in a form of cattle, heep, honey, ba r 

of salt, or clothes for parents. The payment was taken as a compensation for the good treatment 

of the girl while she was in her parents' home. The qualities observed in the fami ly with wh m 

one's child is to be married include clan exogamy, equality in prestige and tatu , purity from 

diseases like leprosy and elephantiasis, similarity in occupational caste, ho pitali ty, hou eho ld 

management, fecundity, attention to children, sociability of parents, girl ' home skill , phy ical 

fitness and personal behaviors. Marriage in Oromo is exogamy. Marriage from one' kin i 

haraamuu. Marriage is assumed to extend one's relations and perpetuate group lineage, adds 

status to the family and to the couple.(Ibid,40). 

3.1.7. Infrastructure 
There was no power source of electricity in the resettlement site. The one in the proximity 

was not supplying electric power to the area. Irrigation system is not being used for agricu lture in 

the PA although there are small rivers and streams. Education is limited to one elementary chool 

which is situated at a place supposed to be the centre for the two PAs and for resettl ement 

villages. It is, however, at a distance not convenient for younger children. There wa no even dry 

weather road and the means of transportation for people and grain was pack animal. The private 

tracks which came to the area did not give services to the community. There are treams from 

h· h d . k' bt ' d No treatment was done and water was u ed directly from the w IC nn mg water was 0 ame . 

t " k' I' d "or drinking The weekly market 'V a not enough to gi e s reams lor coo mg, c eanmg, an 11 . 

services to the public. Purchase of necessary items for daliy con umption and for agri cu ltural 
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purposes was done in a far away town of kiramu which is some 40 km fr m the r ettl m nt 

villages on the way to Naqamte. 
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Chapter Four 

From recruitment to Early Adaptation 

Introduction 

In this chapter, the procedures of recruitment and selection criteria wi II be e n. The arl y 

out comes observed in the resettlement program are direct results of the recruitm nt in me 

instances. The impact the resettlement program has on the constitutional right of the pe pie are 

considered in this section. The question whether the program has invo lved indi vid ua l motive n 

the part of both implementers and resettlers is also to be considered her. Ava il ab ili ty of 

resources and the sources and deviations in the implementation of the program are al 0 i ue to 

be seen in this chapter of the thesis. 

4.1 The Policy 

The resettlers' motives 
The recruitment of resettlers did not include physical di sabili ty to be one of the condition 

for ex lusion from resettlement. On the other hand, activities of farming in re ettlement and in 

other situations need physical fitness and it has been the convention to recruit the mo tabl e 

farmers for resettlement. I assume that the purpose in sending or recruiting pople, who are not 

capable of doing the activities of farming could also serve some other purpo e diffierent from the 

major aim of making the resettlers food secure. Because of my observation both at Dubbuq and 

at Ashu Kusaye of the Salale village, I could also suspect some indi vidual in terests at resettler 

level. Involving a very old person, and individual with such obvious deformi ty, in the program of 

resettlement can explain the presence of individual or group moti ves. The pre ence of those types 

of individuals among the recruited people was an evidence that pri vate moti ves might have been 

involved in the recruitment. It is obvious that the heavy duties of agricultural activitie require 

complete physical fitness. Healthiness or physical fitn ess was a criteri on in the previou 

resettlement programs of the dergue era as well. 

The implementers' hidden motives in the resettlement program 

Massive moves of population in such immense programs like the re ettlement of mi II ion of 

people have never been free from the suscipion by the public. There ha alway been an 

unofficial motive along with the resettlement of drought afti cted people in the oun try 
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(Gebre,2003). As it has been mentioned in the other section of this the i th n ed t pand t 
the Southern regions, depriving political organizations ( 't' 0ppOSI Ion group f th P pul r 

support, etc had been some of the reasons which were hidden behind the offi ial obje ti e . In 

the resettlement programs under the Dergue the movement of population in I ed in luntary 

moves and even shootings when people were found escaping (Dawit, 1989). 

In contrast, the recent program was assumed to be at lea t voluntary (OPP ,19 6). 

Observations by many researchers also have indicated that there is no such direct compul ion in 

the current resettlement program at official level. There could, however be indirect involvement 

of this since local officials sometimes anxciously do this in order to fill the quota of a given 

number of resettlers to be completed in a short period of time. 

The assessment of the situation in the present site and analysis of the pa t backgr und of 

the local population and the schemes through which they have lived in the area (a fter the 

spontaneous moves) could, however, show that there is no motive that could be of ome p liti ca l 

and economic gain for the local Oromos in East Wallaga in particular and to the other Oromos in 

general I. The presence of open land could have of course been an advantage for the h t Or mos 

and the resulting competition for the resource after the coming of re ettler to the area i at 

times a disadvantage to them. What is more, the local Amharas, who already were minoriti e In 

both the positions they hold in the administrative posts, and their relative holding f the land 

would also be minimized because of the incoming population. These were of cour e advantage 

and disadvantages that accrue from the nature of the resettlement scheme which i intra-regional 

in general. 

The presence of Amhara resettlers in the region of Oromia ha changed the image of the 

resettlement program's intra-regionality. There were a considerable number of Amharas from 

Derra of North Shoa who have been included in the present program and have been taken to , 
Wallaga.There were, therefore, gains in the present program although the major objecti ve wa 

far from what had resulted in the process of the resettlement. 

Looking at the beginning of the current resettlement scheme, one can ea il y under tand that 

it was launched in response to the mass migration of farmers from the region of Oromia. The 

present resettlement program was, thus, not a planned one in it beginning. If It i to be 

understood in this sense, then it is possible to say that the program lack the qualitie of a 

planned development project; these are reflected in the lack of oil te t, (te ting it uitability for 

agriculture) scarcity of agricultural inputs, shortage of different ocial er ice lack of loca l 
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market for products, infrastructure and lack of th ' , " 
, e capacity to give gUid 1111 t re ttl r n th 

part of implementers, etc. (local officials) . 

Degradation and scarcity of land was the ' f " major cause 0 the mlgratl n f r 
Eastern Ormoia to south east. Absence of family g'u'd d d ' 

I ance an e ucatlon on en ir nmental 
protection are clear signs of the drawback in the B 'd . program. e I e Protec tI on of pe pie 

(resettlers) and animals from diseases was not given adequate attention. The lini 

working on an on and off basis. 
rc 

Boqo, one of the sites in East Wallaga was evacuated for its un uitab ili ty for ag ri ulturc, 

Survey by experts failed to observe that the land at Boqo was stony. The team did n t includc 

expert farmers. It was a group of farmers, who later discovered an area where thcy hou ld b 

taken for resettlement in Sire Dooro. The team of experts also failed to identi fy cr p di ea e and 

the presence of destructive wild animals such as pigs and monkey and ugge ting the mean r 
protection. As a result, a considerable amount of the crops was de troyed in thc rc cttlemcnt 

villages at Dubbuq and Ashu Kusaye. 

Implications of the resettlement program for the constitutional and other 

rights of the people (both local and the incoming population). 

Article 40, sub article 3, of the constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 

states that: 

3. The rights to ownership of rural and urban land, as well as ofallllatural resources, is 

exclusively vested in the state and in the peoples of Ethiopia. Lalld is a commOIl property 

of the nations, Nationalities and peoples of Ethiopia alld shall IIOt be subject to sale or 

other means of exchange. And it is stated in the same article sub-article 4, that 

4. Ethiopian peasants have right to obtain land without payment a/UI the protectioll 

against eviction from their possession. The implementation of this provisioll shall be 

specified by law (FDRE, 1994). 

In the recent resettlement program resettlers were moved from different zone of Oromia 

to Wollaga _ Sire Dooro site in the 2003 program. The local people who u ed to own the plots 

on which resettlers are working were displaced as a result of the contlict between the 'A mhara ' 

(most of Whom were local Gojjames) and the local Oromos. One epi ode of confli ct wa the 

di spute over an irrigable plot ofland between the shoan resettlers in Kutti and an A mhara pea ant 

who used to plow the adjacent plot. He is said to have acces to the plot 0 er \- hich the om pete 

through unjustifiable method; bribed PAleaders,threatened re tt ler for in tance. 
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The statement of the constitution of FDRE t' I 40 d . , ar IC e ,an ub-all l I 4 II.. th 
Ethiopian peasants to have land (urban & rural) without pa t d h . ymen an t e PI' te tJ n a ain t 

eviction from their possession (FDRE, 1994). The specification given in thi ub-arti l ith t 

the implementation of this provision should be specified by law (Ibid). The a umption here i 

that the regional states would make provisions for the implementation of what i ited in th i 

sub-article. 

The current resettlement program has enabled farmers from other ubregion to obtain land 

in the present resettlement area. It has also displaced previous owners from the land ver whi ch 

the local Oromos have always had claims. The implication to the prev iou occupant wa that 

they could not have a claim on the plots they used to do fa rm acti vities and on the fo re t th ey 

used for different purposes. 

The traditional practice of land ownership of the Oromo was po e ion of land ba cd on 

kinship relations among the same ethnic group members. Although that wa violated I ng ag by 

the land reform of the Dergue, the Oromo of Wollaga and the migrant Amhara w re en a cd in 

open conflicts due to this. In view of this the two principles of a tradi tional land wner hip 

system and that of the constitutional right of land ownership seem to lack compatibili ty with 

each other; they are related negatively. Yet provisions to the con tituti on imply that the 

principles of land ownership may have been still maintained in the implementation of the recent 

resettlement program. 

4.1.1. The resettlement motives 

The beginning of the present resettlement program in 1995 E.C(2003 Gc) , wa a ru h 

hour act. It was a time when about 14, million people were affected in the whole coun try . The 

food insecurity that resulted from the drought in the affected rergions was an emergency 

situation. Thus the government of Ethiopia decided to launch similar program in almo t all the 

regions of the country. Accordingly, the Oromia Regional State had et out to ta rt a 

resettlement program. The self initiated move of resettlement was already ta rted ome time 

before and people from 'Harar' went to Southem and South East zone of Orom ia 

spontaneously and there were quite a large number of people in tbe fo rests of Bale and Borana. 

The exodus was due to degradation and scarcity of land in Harar. The people tayed in the 

forest until they were made to move to other zones later 

destructive for the forests some of which are national parks. 

ince the act could ha e been 
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As a result, the government of the state of Oromia launched a tud t ur b 

experts in all the zones where open land was assumed to be available. A fl r th t I 

drought affected sub-regions were moved to these areas in rna e . Ln ome f th 

a t m 

pi e fr m 

area lh 
implementation of the program was by sigsaga'-ie, by inserting individual r r up f r eUI r 

wherever there was open land. The other form was the mass movement to th ar a and r ettlin 

them there. 

The team of experts in the study tour included experts from different fi eld ,n rural 

development and environmental protection offices. The actual work of the rudy did n t includ 

such details as analysis of the soil and the presence of crop and human and animal di a e . 

There are places known for the presence of human and animal disea e in ome includin 

East Wallaga and Ilu Abbaa Boora. Neverthess, people were moved to the area alth u h the il 

in some of the sites was not fertile and that the land was stony. Boqo ite wa aband ned by the 

Harar resettlers in Gidda Wereda of East Wallaga because of similar rea on . 

Therefore, moves to settle in different areas were self-initiated at fir t. Th vernment ha , 

however, taken over the scheme by alotting budget for the program even if it had to cancel the 

budget fo r social services like supply of water, health service , etc. according t ev idence in the 

interviews, therefore, the recent resettlement program although it was elf-initiated, in the 

beginning, it was a government planned project of foood security in general. The aim of the 

resettlement program was also to enable the land hungry people to have land and to become food 

secure. 

4.1.2. Deviations in practice 

There have been indications in the principles of recruitment of resettler that people with 

physical disabilities and with other health problems could be included in the Ii t of resettl er very 

easily since screening of such people was not that strict and a binding one. My fi eld ob erva tion 

has also proved this. The presence of a resettler with physical di sability, and the inclu ion of a 

young lady with both mental and speech problems at Dubbuq are clear ev idence of thi . The 

following case might explain this: 

R ld if, h · I d of 26 came to Boqo resettlement site a a worker for DA . Later a . ea, w 0 IS a young a y 

after the site has been closed, she moved to the present site along with the other re ettl er . he 

c: '1 1 d d h en and a plot of land But he ha no one to help her becau e was now a laml y lea an as ox . 

tl h h d . d 'th t the t,'me of her alTival at Dubbuq v a gett ing their relation le man sea assocIate WI a 
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loser than it was. I observed her talking to the exec t' . u lve commi ttee member r a kind 
court) that she should be given the right to own the oxen. 

Haldeaf has difficulty of speaking and hearing Sh . . e IS a tamerer and ne ha t 

repeatedly closer to her ears and has to support his speecll 'th t k WI ge lire to ma her under tand. 

She claims she went to the first site with resettlers to visit relati ve. At th time I a her, 

Haldeaf was following others to farm site looking for people h h I I . I . I I , w 0 can e p ler It 1 agn u tura 

activities. At the time of the interview, she had just been visiting the plot of land h wa I v n 

and later she left to the village much earlier than the rest of the re ettler . Th r thu an 

opportunity in this to include people who were less experienced and unable t d fa rmi n 

activities. Therefore, it is observable that individuals who could be unempl y d in pia c of 

origin came to the resettlement in this program. 

What is to be considered here is how do the principles of recruitment r late to the fa il urc 

or success of resettlers in the current program? The principle never pe i {j ed the ki II a 

resettler should have in the activities of farming . The only condi ti n fo r recru itm nt wa that a 

resettler should be a person who was under relief aid ie who has been receiving ~ d rat i n fI I' at 

least three years. The upper boundary for the number of years here wa not limi ted . Thu the 

longer one has been receiving relief aid, the more acceptable he wo uld be fI r recruitment in th 

present program according to the principles (DPPO, 1996). The contrad iction f thi principle 

with the main aim of making resettlers food secure is not di ffi cult to under ta nd: in order to work 

hard and become food secure, a resettler has to be well experienced phy ica ll y fit , and mentall y 

sound. Any of the physical mental and experiential deficiencies in the re ettler cou ld defi ni te ly 

affect the person negatively and it is in principle unjustifi able to recrui t uch a per on for 

resettlement if the objectives have to be fulfilled. The only restri cti on made in recru itment of 

resettlers were the age of over 65(for all), and a 6 months pregnancy and a new del ivery when 

the resettler is a female. The experience in farming could have been a re levant criterion for 

recruitment if the program was to recognize it as a major fac tor for succe s in re ett lement. 

The possibility of sharing experience wi th the communi ty, and e tabli hi ng elf help 

associations could be of some help to reduce the problem but it can never exclude the ri k in 

which a considerable number of resettlers would be food in ecure li ke what I ob el ed in ire 

Dooro . 



4. 2. Preparation 

4.2.1. Criteria for recruitment of resettlers 

According to the guidelines the resettlers in the h d ' program a to be 
1. Recruited Voluntarily 

2. In the range of 60-65 years of age (no lower bo d f Cc un ary 0 age lor re ettler ) 

3. Those with a holding of less than 0.5 hectar of land in place of origin or th e wh had 

the capacity to do agricultural activities (though that had not been peci fied ). 

4. Those who are food insecure and have been receiving relief aid for at lea three ( ) y ar 

in their places of Origin. 

5. Those who are not with a pregnancy of over 6 months and tho e who have no newly 

born, 

6. Those who are not going to school in places of origin ,and 

7. Those who are making a living by farming and who have no other j 

Income. 

r mean f 

The principles of recruitment for resettlement according to the guideline in luded nl y 

those conditions under which a resettler is and which allow the movement of indi viduals to the 

new sites. The policy does not include the experience of reset tiers in agri cultural activitie which 

detern1ines the success of the individuals considerably. But according to the guideline (no ),the 

resettler was expected to do farm activities. That seemed to have deviat ion in practice. Whilc the 

majority of the resettlers are successful in their agricultural activitie , at "Oubbuq', a con iderable 

portion of them is also less productive and not food secure because of thi . The mo t important 

and the relevant point to this discussion is the condition of the resettler, that is, being under rei ief 

aid fo r a minimum of three years. The resettIers' exclusion from agricultural activitie for the 

number of the years specified in the conditions (three years), of recruitment was a criterion for 

recruitment in the program. The aim of the resettlement program, on the other hand, is to enable 

the resettlers to be food secure in a period of three to five years. There are thus, contradictory 

principles in the implementation of the program as it may be difficult for them to be food ecure 

without the skills of doing farm activities. 

Moreover, the policy of resettlement does not specify the pby ica l condition (fitne ) of the 

participants. There are, thus gaps in tbe decision as to whether to include indi vidual \: ith 

physical (and also mental) disabilities in the resettlement program. The pre ence of a re ettler 

with an observable deformity (contracted right hand) at Dubbuq, and the pre ence f another 



female resettler in the same village with disability to sp k . d' . ea , are In Icatl e or th ap in th p Ii 
of recruitment for resettlement. 

Some of the resettlers, the youth in particular a . I d d ' h , re IIlC u e In t e pr gram ith LIt an 

assessment of their experience in farm activities. The potential of the yo uth t b m d 

secure is, however better, than the less experienced older re ettler . Th re ar ry 

resettlers who came from North Shoa and who are working very hard to bec me ~ d ecur . 

Nevertheless, a larger number (about 11) went back to places of origin ince they uldn't ad It 

easily and as they were Secondary School students who had to complete their tudie in th ir 

places of Origin. 

Responding to the questions I posed using the cultural con en u model (8 rhard, I 4) , a 

few of my informants manifested their experience, which is inadequate to enab le them t idcntify 

the type of crop that could have been more proper to be sown in the plot of land th ey h Id in th 

new site. Some of them explained that they lead a type of mixed life (agriculture and trade), and 

therefore, it is possible to consider that their age and experience have influenced the u f 

resettlers in the current program. 

Other than these marital status was one of the condition for recruitment. Th e wh are 

not married could not be considered for the resettlement as they could arrange man'iae for the 

sake of holding land and owning oxen and getting other benefi ts that acrue from the chan e in 

status. 

4.2.2. Selecting the site 

Site selection was done by the team of experts who made a tour to the zone of Oromia in 

order to look for open land and to make sure that the plots were not occupied. The procedure 

included inspection of the sites visually and ascertaining tbat they were not holding of the loca l 

people and that they were not part of the area reserved for wi ld ani mal in the region. 

Assessment of availability of rivers and streams for future irrigation were al 0 part of the 

purposes of the tour. 

What can be observed from this is that the methods the team u ed to elect ite did not 

allow it to determine if the soil was fertile and to see that crop di ea e and ild animal ou ld 

be the possible problems for crop production. The consequence v a that in ome of the area I ike 

Boqo, for instance, the soil was not suitable and resettlers were forced to mo to a different ite 

(Dubbuq) in the same wereda. Similarly, the presence of crop di ea e and de tru ti e \' ild 

a · I h fii d h d t' 'ty of the resettlers at A hu Ku a for the in pection of the nlma s as a ecte t e pro uc IVI 

team and the preparation for resettlement did not anticipate the effect f th pr bl m, \ hi h 
2 



could have been predicted easily by consultation w 'th th I I 
I e oca peopl e. It d in th 

interview later that pesticides were not made ava 'l bl C 
I a e lor use by re n n r Ih 

occurrence of the disease. The rural development ex rt h d I pe s a on y taken amp I 
destroyed by the disease and they did not appear after that. 

Part of the resettlers were sent to Dubbuq Corom B t . f h . 
11 oqo 0 ee I t e land" a ultab le D r 

agriculture and they agreed to come to the new site and then the elected land \ a di id d 

among the remaining resettlers and each household was given two hect Th . . are. e remaining ne 

at Dubbuq came in February, 2004 i.e. one year after arri ving there, and they aid they we I' 

happy about the place and have found the soil to be more fertile than in B qo. A rd ing t 

Gilba only Harar resettlers were taken to Boqo' first. The Salale' people tayed in Limll1 u' be~ r 

they came to Ashu Kusaye' at Sire Dooro later. 

I will turn to the next issue which is closely related to the pre ent one - the r Ie r the 

different parties that took part in the implementation of the resettlement program. 

The role of the local agencies and the co-ordinating office (the wereda 

Administration), in the implementataion of the resettlement program. 

Other preparatory activities such as testing the soil , building hou e e , the c n truction r 
roads and bridges, etc. were supposed to be the duties of the va ri ou participant in the pr gram 

of resettlement; the wereda administration and the higher body in the hierarchy have the dutie 

of co-ordinating resettlement activities (DPPO,2002). The technica l a pect of the activitie are 

normally expected to be done by their respective agencies like the Rural Development and 

Agriculture, the Commission for Disaster Preparedness and Prevention, Mini try of ducation, 

Mi nistry of Health, etc (interview with an official in Nekemte). Moreover, although they are n t 

well defined and not obligatory, the various activities done by the local population were a 

important as those done by the agencies mentioned here. 

The remaining party with a considerable contribution to the electi on and preparation of 

the resettlement sites are the resettlers themselves. The resettl ers in the tudy ite explained that 

they arrived in the resettlement site some 18 months back in 2003, (199SEc) with other re ettl r . 

The mission of the Rural Developmentand Agricultural Agency in relation to the 

resettlement program was to help them with the agri cultural acti iti e to atta in food el f 

suffi ciency. The failure of the crops in the previous site was partl y due to \> eakne e on the part 

of the study team, which couldn't test the suitabili ty of the oil fo r agricu lture at Boqo. ilba 

believes that crop disease, wild animals, and hailstones were the major facto r D r the d lru Ii n 



of crops and have contributed to the present short f C . age 0 tood. He explain 

would destroy crops much earlier than resettlers canle 0 t f b d d ' u 0 e an It. a 
control the wild animals. Proper orientation about th d t . e es ructlve nature 

should have been given to resettlers immediately after selection of th 

concerned. 

th t \' ild animal 

diffi ult r th m I 

f th \ ild animal 

ite by th part 

The rural development and agriculture experts couldn't tell the cau e ~ r that y ar' r p 

destruction. Therefore, many resettlers at 'Ashu Kusaye' have lost their bean tI r th di a 

mentioned. 



expert and the local officials were of the attitud th h 
. e at t ere were no re ettl r in Dllbbllq ill 

who were food Insecure due to different reasons M b · . . 
. y 0 servatlon , ho e r Indl at d that 

considerable number of resettlers (1/3 rd
) in the villa cd· ge were 100 III ecure. Whoe r th ur 

error may have been the negative role played in th · t th . IS 0 e resettlement pro ram \ a 
resettlers, who were not food secure and who needed I· f ·d C re Ie al lor a horter term 
as food secure wrongly 

The representative also said that people with lesser capacitie and railur I pr du 

enough to make them food secure wouldn't be left to be sta d TI d d ' rve le wer a un er tand that 

resettlers took a long time at Boqo where the soil was not fertile for planting eed . But in th 

aim was to make them food secure they wouldn't have relief aid once they have h Ip 

themselves. 

4.3. Resources available; encounters in the field 

4.3.1. The resettlers' experience in farming 

The background of my informants shows that resettlers were ft r ed t m e In lhi 

program due to financial problems, and due to scarcity of land in their place me r 
the youngsters were students who couldn't continue going to chool or didn t have pi ts of land 

to work on. The problem is serious particularly with the youth who are born to a famil y ormany 

children since the share of land becomes progressively smaller and smaller a the number f 

children increases. Older children are relatively lucky for they could have larger plot of land. 

The last plot of land in a family of many children is usually kept for u e by parent. Therefore 

younger children remain with either the smallest piece of land or even without any hare. 

Moof era is such a resettler who was pushed by similar conditions and explain that he wa 

compelIed to come to Ashu Kusaye in the resettlement program after a short ervice in the army. 

Ley mersa, who came to the same site from Dirre-Gundo Maska/e, after which he tayed in 

Limmu Shankoora his previous resettlement site, explains that in Limmu, tbere wa a h0l1age f 

land. Therefore, they were brought here and were given two hectare of land. He explai ned h 

came at the age of 23 to the present site. He was married and bad one child . He aid he marri ed 

at the age of 20. He was 24 years old now. He stayed in Shoa with hi mother until he \ a 2 

years old. His father died years back. The land they (hi s family) had a mall (on l ne heclar ; 

part of it was taken from them to reserve the area for wild life con ervation . Hi unger br ther 

remained at the place of origin and he was helping their mother. They a e the land ~ r hare-

cropping with other land hungry farmers . 



-
Leymersa confirms that he won't return to h' I . . 

IS P ace of ongIn and that h ame 
his father's death. The mother's condition there a d th . n e scarcIty of land I' lh 
pushed him. He returned to his place of origin last (. M year In ay 2004 and am 

wife and child. As soon as he came back he was gl'vell 2 h t f I ' ec are o · and and eed 

sorghum and nug. But since the land was not suitable for othercrop he a 'nug' 

only. 

au 

ilh hi 

f m iz 

nd b an 

He explained that he was engaged in farming since the age of 7 but it a di rficu lt t 

imagine that a person so young looking as Leymersa could manage to carry out th duti f a 

resettler. He further explained that he used to keep cattle until the age of 19. The land lhal \ a 

taken from the family was not compensated and that they were facing car ity f land. lt wa lhu 

difficult for them to be food secure and he moved to the present site under the recent re ell iem nl 

program. 

The state according to Leymersa promised to support resettler by ivi n r li ef aid. II 

accepted his experience as a farmer was less, however, he said that the life f farmin g wa n 1 

new to him as he had been in it since the age of 7. In comparison with th ther , h wa Ie 

experienced in farming, which Leymersa admitted. 

The resettler said, that he did not face any particular difficulty a a re ettler. The rca n 

why he had collected a lesser amount of grain was that the land wa not prepar d we ll be~ re 

sowing crops. But according to Leymersa's explanation, ob erver fail to can ider thi in 

assessing the causes for the failure of some of the resettler to harve t the ame amount f grain 

as others. 

The young man explains the reason why he/they failed to prepare the land for planting wa 

that they were given the plots very late and the oxen were di stributed to them e en later. The 

oxen were sickly and were not strong enough to be used in the farm they had to be fat and trong. 

As a result, the resettlers in Qarsa failed to obtain much. The major crop in the pre ent area 

were maize, nug, bean, and pepper. Sorghum, according to him was readily de troyed by bird 

although it was possible to sow it. The young resettler obtained 120 kg of mai ze, I Okg f 

bean and he did not obtain nug for it was lost for weeds the land had to be ploughed 2-3 time 

before sawing according to him and he didn't do that. Many could get the oxen long after it \ a 

necessary to prepare the land. He hopes that they will work harder and they" on't fa e h nage 

of grain in the coming harvest. He also hoped that they would be food ecure. It i thu p ible 

to conclude that lack of preparation of the soil generally depend on the re ttler 

has contributed a great deal for the difficulties they faced in the implem ntali n f r ttl m nl 



-
Program. He responded that they didn't owe any debt and th d'd' ey I n t want an ft rtili z r 
the land was fertile and they would only like to be given additional oxen uld 
prepare the land well for the following harvest. 

nt Moshe was a resettIer who came from Harar 'Girawa ' to Dubbu7 in th 

resettlement program. He first went to Boqo with other resettlers in 2003 I 5e. . It \ a ab ut 

a year since he had come to the new resettlement site. He said' what could I have frolll last 

year's harvest. it is in this year that I got a small amoullt.' . Moshe got fi ve quintal f ma iz , 

three quintals of Sorghum and he said he didn't sow oil seeds from which other b nefit d 111 t. 

Moshe's response to the quiry if he was food secure was that it wa ok! IGal'ml IIolllaa 

hil1jettu/. Moshe didn't exaggerate nor did he underestimate hi ucce in th pr du ti n 

activity. In the morning I reached at Dubbuq with my assitant (GimaLi) Mosh wa ju t 1111n 

out of rest (sleep) surrounded by plastic bags containing maize. Seven ofthe111 w re nea rl y fu ll . 

There was maize on the ground below that was of course to be fill ed in other pIa ti ba . 

In his response about the question on the other resettlers' failure in pr du tive a ti iti e In 

Dubbuq, Moshe gave the following points: 

First there were some resettiers, who did not plant grain seed on fe rtil e piece f land . 

Second- the land others used had never been used for farming before and that it wa 

difficult fo r them to identify which crops would be proper for the type of oil in th parti cular 

plot of land. 

Third there were people who couldn't do activities of famling for the cond ition were 

different here. Many saw maize on a piece of land on which sorghum could have bean 111 re 

proper. Some resettlers forgot what they used to practice; they saw nug and sa lit and the oi I eed 

were destroyed by hailstons. 

Comparing his own success with that of others, he said that he didn't have much advantage 

over the others i.e. most of the conditions for farming were similar for all re etller in the area. 

So what could the factor be for the failure of a considerable proportion of the re ettler at 

Dubbuq site? 

Moshe was a young man of 30 or so. He was of medium height and low eight he ha t\ 

children hosts his younger brother. He explains he started farming since he "a a young bo of 

. d I t h' h grow here are al 0 gro n in the plac of 
10 years. Moshe explains every gram an p an s w IC 
. " . h B I Bean Nug Salit. He a maize get ri pe in 

hIS ongm; sorghum, maIze, potatoes, w eat, ar ey, " 

five months and that it gets ready for weeding in a months time if the land i prepared \J ell ft r 
. h . rOI) et taffed" ilh 

planting it. If the land is not well prepared before sawIl1g, t e maI ze 
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in about fifteen days, according to Moshe He has tw H 
. 0 oxen. e wa gi en on th n th 

agency and he bought the second afterwards. 

I noticed a senior resettler Amaaro (in age and I'n c · . • armlng ex penen e h illin In 
the center of the young ones around him. He was sharpening wooden tool for fe ll In 

the location. The axe with which he sharpens small pieces of sti ck could be the nl 

village and he could be the only expert with the skills needed to prepare tho e part 

in that particular group. 

f th 

The informant in this interview spoke good Amharic and that had excluded ther fr m 

taking part in the discussion. He explained that they came to the pre ent ite fir t n tI I fr m 

Boqo. He said that the soil in the present site was fertile and they had to bui Id the h u 

Many of the cottages in the site were still being renewed. Team of about 20 indi idual 

were used as a self-help association. House building is the only acti vity I aw the a 

in my presence. Other activities like farming need such association or any tI rm f mIn 

together between resettlers in particular. 

Except for the damage of crops caused by hailstons, re ettler were happy ab ut the 

products in the new site. Amaaro says he collected 3 quintals of salit' in the pr ent harve ta ft r 

the damage. He mentioned that he did saw other crops too and he had coll ected fi ve ( ) quintal 

of mazie in the following harvest. He had obtained 3 quintals of sorgbum. 

Being one of the most successful resettlers in Dubbuq, he i al 0 haring hi ther 

by preparing tools, for instance. He explains he did work mostly in the place of hi ori n. At 

intervals he had also done other activities to make money. 

In explaining conditions in the present site, he expressed that the oil wa fert il e here in the 

resettlement site and that it was eroded by flood in Harar. Therefore in com pari on it wa 

possible to produce more and better crops in the new site. 

One of the most important reasons for the failure of some of the re ettler in the pr ducti e 

activities according to Amaro's explanation was that many of the in coming had little experi ence 

in using oxen for farming in the places of their origin . In Harar, many of the egetabl and crop 

were grown in the farms that were prepared by using other types of farming too l . The re ettler 

therefore, were not skilled in the activites offarming by using oxen. 

That had been observed by myself; many of the resettler gi e e eral rea on tI r th ir 

.f'.al·l f h toughness of the land and hail tone and \' ild animal that 
ti ures; some 0 t e reasons were 

destroy crops. But they couldn't explain well why their fe llow re ettl r produ d mu h m re 

than the others. According to the informant's explanation it ,a attributa Ie t th 
r 



experience of farming they had in general. The suspIcion that the \ r do dmini Irati n 
representative had was also confirmed by the respo th' C nse e IIli0rmant wa I III m n \ : h 
administrator explained some days after this interview . tl ' . 

III ano leI' IIlterv le'V I had I,: ith him in 

Gidda that many resettlers were living on relief aid for 10-12 year and that th Ia k th ki II 

needed for farming activities. 

The Resettlers' experience in places of origin 

Factors like season of the year they came to the new re ettlement ite h rta f rain , 

snow fall , lack of oxen, and toughness of the land to dig and presence of bu he and lack feed 

could definitely affect resettlers' success in crop production in the new ite. uit a lar 

number of resettlers at Dubbuq and Ashu Kusaye had produced an average of 2- quinta l f 

maize, sorghum, bean, sali! or nug. Of course, there were some extra ordinarily pI' du ti e nc 

who obtained 6-7 quintals of two or three types of the crops. It had been witn d that a mailer 

number of resettlers at Dubbuq produced 9-11 or more quintals of ome of the cr p . 

The point is that a considerable proportion of the informants complained f min late t 

the present site that it took them longer time to prepare the land for owing, that they were bu y 

building houses, that the land had bushes and that it was hard to clear and plou h, that th n w 

had hit some oil seeds like nug' and 'salil,' and that the wild animal had de tr yed their cr p . 

As a result, they needed some more relief aid because their store were empty and they had 

noth ing to eat. Some of the resettlers explained that they even started elling g at and ca ttl I 

had observed a Harar woman who was a resettler at Dubbuq with three goat one mall and t, 0 

big goats brought to the market for sale. Others were in market at Sire Dooro. Another Hamr 

resettler at Dubbuq told me that he had even been to the neighbouring Amhara village t beg. 

It is however difficult to assume that all those resettlers who had Ie er product were , , 
exposed to similar environmental and other factors. The land di ffe rs in toughne from one p t 

to the other. The amount of bushes differs in the same way. There were older re ettler , 60 r 

more, according to my observation . 

. The soil is good at Dubbuq according to Rahmid. But wild animal and the hail t ne ha e 

destroyed their crops in the harvest year and they have a shortage of grain hi h the Ire bu ing 

from market. Rahmid explains the people, who remain in the place of hi origin ell e er thing 

tllat " lJ d d h'm money which he is u ing to bu grain , Rahmid al remallls III narar an sen I 
h d h If ' I f "nu II 

explained that he got only one sack of maize, two sacks of org um an a . a qUinta 

from the harvest of the year. He adds that he lost all the II alit" be 0\, b th de tru ti n f the 



hailstns. He also mentioned that the state had promised t I I h o le p t em to upp rt Ih m th I r 
too. He had two oxen and three goats. Rahmid hoped that tl t t Id . le a e wou upp rt th m and It 

wouldn't leave them without any support in the face of the current horta e f r in . H had n 

intention to go back to the place of his origin. His experience wa only in fa rming and h h d n I 

mentioned any other economic activity that he did to SUppOlt hi s life. 

The fo llowing data was obtained from the family of a fa rmer who fa il d t blain ram 

and was now with an empty store. The wife expressed it as follow : "sollie resettlers "a ve 

prepared the land earlier and have also been fortunate to hold good land bllt failed to obtaill 

good harvest too. She explained that although the soil was fertile, the hail t nc had au cd 

damage to the crops and as a result they couldn't have good harve t. Ac rding t the lady' 

explanation i.e. it caused harm to some when the crops of the others remained with ut any harm . 

The time at which I saw Moshe (the informant in the other ub- ecti n) wa lat in th 

morning. They were, however, chewing chat and making tools and other were b ili ng at 

milk. Moshe explained he came at 8:30 in the morning to plough the fi eld but it wa ab ut I I: 0 

am when I had this interview with him. He admited that it was too late to come t the farm at that 

time. Moshe explained that the reason for their coming to the farm late wa that the x n had t 

have something to eat before they came to the fields and that it wa di ffi cul t to u e them un lcs 

they had enough grass. 

There was no particular way in which the previous assumption expre ed by in ~ rmant 

could be generalized. Some are really working hard and have also benefi ted fi' m hard w rk . 

Others who were not skilled were trying to gain experience from the more experienced ne. The 

skilled ones were also busy to the extent that they keep their own oxen idle in the farm fi eld. ti ll 

others came to the farm after 11.00 am when the sun would no more all ow one to mo e let alone 

to do farming and they give reasons after reasons for their coming late. The beha iour of the 

resettlers was a mixed one. Almost all of the resettlers demanded the food ration. orne wa nted 

the others who had no grains to continue to be given the ration and the other wanted the rati on 

for their own consumption because the amount they obtained may have not kept them food 

secure until the following harvest. 

4. 3. 2. Availability of government funds 
I t am ha been menti n d t me The presence of government funds for the resett emen progr 

in the discussion I had with the experts at the DPPO. According to an e pert e planati n, there 

. d er a return travel in ca e r ett l r fai l t re n till t 
were funds even for travel, mill, an even 10 
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and change their minds. He had also mentioned th . . at resettler often refu d t r turn t th 
places of ongm when funds were there for tu · '. re rn travel(BtrdlS a) . th r th n th r ul r 
expenses for running the resettlement program th . I , e reglOna state of OrOlll ia had al all tt d 
funds fo r expenses like per diem for field work d C ers an lor other ne e ar duti f the 
resettlement program. 

The allotment of budget for the program was a de . . th h ClSlOn at wa t ought ab ut a fl r ard . 

Of course the program was made to have its own resources from the regi na l crnm nt 

budget and funds for the different services like even mills' th ' I 111 e re ett em en t pr ra m cr 

allotted money. 

According to the knowledge of the informants, the region of Oromia had all tt d fund ~ r 

the resettlement program. The experts at DPPO, explained that there were fun d D r p r di m and 

for different social services. However, there was evidence that the nati nal ~ d uri ty 

program allotted 250million 644 thousand birr for the program in the Regional tate f rOlll io 

for 1997 e. c. (Year Book, for Ethiopia, 1996:87). The program allotted 2 billi n birr ~ r ~ d 

security in all the regions of Ethiopia in 1997 (Ibid). 

4.3. 3. Provision of relief aid and other technical inputs 

Relief aid 

A considerable number of reset tiers in both villages were still look ing D r D d aid du ri n 1 

the time I was in the field. Many had, however, been food secure and were n m re in need f 

relief aid. The administration was requested by resettlers at Sire Dooro to provide them with the 

grains available in stores but no relief aid was to be given after the fi r t harve t. That had 

angered many resettlers and some have even planned to return to their place of origin. The 

guideline, however, states that relief aid would be given based on the a e ment of conditi n f 

resettlers. 

Besides, resettlers in the village of Ashu Kuseye in parti cular came to tbe pre ent ill age 

when it was late to prepare the land for the crops and also they 10 t much of the crop for rop 

disease and wild animals. They should have been given reli ef aid on the ground that 111 re f the 

conditions under which they resulted was an effect of the poor re ettlement planning and 

implementation. It was a mistake rather on the part of experts in ele ting a ite and n the I al 

rural development office for failing to provide them with pe ticide . [n general ther ~ r ) the 

capac ity of the resettlement program, and of course partly the carcity of input \. a a ~ tin the 

success of the resettlement program. 



On my arrival at Gidda, the wereda administrator a t 
or U n 

their call to him to do so. The response he gave to their d m nd t uppl 
remaining grains brought for relief aid was not an wer d affirmati 

th m " ilh th 

proportion of the resettlers at the two villages ( Ashu Ku a and 

admin istrative office ' s decision to discontinue relief aid while a larg numb r 

one- third) were still experiencing problems. The presence of a number f re ell l r 
ut 

not yet food secure (assistant DA) said that the policy had no provi i n nd the 

decision to discontinue aid did not consider that many of the re ttl er fai led t d 

secure with in the given period of time (9 months). Beside the re ettl er d th pre I u 

harvest year at another site from which they were brought to the pre nt it a a r ul t r 

soil test which had in tum resulted in crop fa ilure in the year. 

It was in one of my informant's interview wi th me that the w r do h uld i e th r li ef 

aid because it had once been promised by the government, the aid need be i en t th m 

accordi ng to the resettlers' needs. Therefore, there was expectation on the pa rt f rc cui I' 

given relief aid. Many of the resettlers are in problem of daily ~ d fo r there i 

grain . Being one of the succeful ones, Beyahim also believe that the reli fa id h uld ntinu 

be given until the resettlers are food secure. He doesn't precisely te ll the exa t mllmber f yea r 

the state promised to continue giving relief aid but he remember that it ju t pr mi ed t hclp 

them!! He explains that a man named "Getachew" the admini tration off! er at" irawa" , in 

Harar, said what he has stated above. 

4. 3. 4. Agricultural inputs 

The scarcity of agricultural tools like qotto (a hook with cutting blade on the horter hand), 

pieces of rope for tying the wooden parts of the moofara and qambara together etc are la king 

in the resttlement site. Resettlers are either forced to borrow them from the neighb ring farmer 

or they use the existing tools in turns, a mechanism which is time taking and lea e ome en 

and people idle since the tools have to be used in turns for the purpo e. I ha e ob erved thi n 

some of the occasions I have been to Dubbuq. Generally, it eem that the ontributi n th 

smaller tools have is underestimated in the resettlement program. Yet the effe t the f 

these tools have is so serious that a considerable number of re ettler ha e b n mplainin 

about it. 



Moreover, the oxen resettlers were given were not trong en u h t 

and prepare the land for crop cultivation. They had to be fed \ ell b 
na I th m t pi u h 

them in farms. 

The provisions of agricultural inputs d . I an materia ere in d u t . Th 

scarcity of such things was so serious that in some household a in I blank t \J a PI' id d r 

a house hold of seven individuals (Mofeera). 

The informant I had in interviewed(Jassa)about the fertili zer wa th Sire 

Dooro farmers' cooperative. He said that commercial fe rtilizers were n 

Dooro until that day and now he receives the fertili zer becau e a lett r wa nt t him r m 

Jidda wereda to do so. The chairman of the cooperati ve wa not around and thc r [ary, h 

was in charge of the office, had to receive the fertilizer. The ecretary mp lain r the like l 

problem related to the distribuition of the commercial fertili zer a m t 

requested it and may not be taking it in the case of which the materi al ul d be k pt in the t re 

for a long time. He had no idea about what would be done if a large al11 unt wa 111 t rcmain 

in the store without anyone to take and use. He says' it wa new ~ r th 111 at " ir 001' '' [ 

distribute commercial fertilizers. Some of the farmers seem to have no idea whether it wa [ be 

given free or by payment. An old farmer however, explained that m ney was paid 

and that it was an advance payment. 

Another farmer explains that he needed some three bag (1.5 quintal of) and that h had 

made a request for a commercial fertilizer. The price of each bag ( 112 quin ta l) a rdin t him 

is birr 200.00. He expected the price he was going to pay for three bags of the fe rtil izer wa birr 

600.00. The farmer responds that although the price was very high, they would ha e to pay ~ r 

the amount they would take anyway. 

Resettlers presented the problem or shortage of cutting tool fo r making acce one ~ r the 

plough share and the yoke for bulls. Many of the bulls were ju t tra ined and broke the wo den 

accessories. Softening the fields was a problematic process for many of the re ettler . It wa 

evident that they had not come to the sites in the program with their too l v hich enabl d them t 

plow the land well. Besides, lack of the skills needed to do tbat might ha e ntributed a great 

deal to the failure of the resettlers in preparing the land for sawing eed . The hand t Iud b 

the Harar resettlers were poorly designed. They didn 't help to dig the land v ell and pr par it r 

the sowing of seeds.with difficalty 



Chapter Five 

Problems and Survival Strategies 

Introduction 

This chapter highlights the various problems the re ettl er e and al th 

strategies they employ to mitigate or solve them. The e pI' blem in Iud inad qu 

infrastructural facilities, and poor agricultural as well a hou in fa ilili nd la k 

employment. The resettlers are more frustrated because of the poor oil qual it and inad quat 

support from the side of the government. The strategie they mpl y in Iud inl r thni 

marriages, establishing Self-Help Associations to support them elv 

5.1. The concept o/social disarticulation 

Social disarticulation includes the tearing apart of the ocial bond up n whi h mmunili 

have been depending. The break of these ties among the ocial group the ctt in al art f th 

system of coming in to groups and individual bonds. A a re ult f thi kin hip r up and 

voluntary self-help associations will become scattered and informal group f u tainan e a 

to exist because of forced development. Relations established among indi vidual and r up fI r 

reciprocal help never exist in the new environment (M. Cernea, 1997). 

5. 2 . Problems 

a. problems in infrastructural facilities 

Schools clinic police roads, local market, and court. , , , 

The inadequacies observed in the social services like roads, clean water clini , I, etc 

(as discussed in chapter four) were partly responsible for the ri si ng fru trati n am ng the 

people. The resettlement program was a rush hour plan, primari ly becau e the go emment \ a 

compelled to carry out resettlement program that was started by the Harar pe pie \ h ha e 

migrated in search of open land spontaneously, in all the zones of Oro/1';a. Fund all ott d ~ r the 

selection of the resettlers in both the sites were not utilised as it a alTied ut ha til . a 

h t chani m ol' g n ralin result, the resetters mostly point their fingers toward t e govern men me 
. . d 'Iability ofba ic fa ilitie . frustratIOns and obstacles they expenence ue to non aval 



b. Problems in agricultural operation 

I. The land allotted to families at Boqo site is not sui table fo r ul ti 

The resettler families therefore had to invest a lot of labour to rem 
ati n 

but at the same time it will take some more years to make the land full ult i 

type is not good, the seeds could not germinate as they remain und r th 

it i ull 

r m lh fi Id 

In il 

resettlers a whole harvest season to realize that the land may n t Id ri h di id nd . 

Subsequently they thought of alternate sites for agricul tural purpo e. m 

find more suitable sites and started moving but it was late. Mean while th lime ~ r k pin th 

resettlers under relief aid expired and they had to depend on the t k they had in pia 

origin in many of the cases. 

2. The soil was so strong that it was difficult for many of the re ettl er t pi u h th land u ing 

the traditional agricultural system and tools. The support made by the vernm nl. fi ial 

min imal in this respect. The impressions resettlers had was that the land w uld c prepared b 

using tractors. But they were to face difficulties due to lack of thi in e th y didn't ha 

agricultural implements with them in the resettlement site. 

The land according to Mofeera 29, was not easy to break and it f6 red diffi ult i a th ' 

oxen were not fat and strong enough to do the work. After all that the cr p lik ean v r' 

destroyed by crop diseases. They were given seeds to plant. The yield wa h we r Ie 

compared to that of the local people. The particular plot which the alaI h Id w re n 

suitable for oil seeds like 'nug' and 'sal it' which he explained a a key poin t in hi di u i n f 

problems. The privileges he mentioned included the supply of tool and that the land didn 't 

need commercial fertilizers for the time being. Bushes wild animal and the t ughne f th 

land were some of the major problems he indicated. 

He had expressed his uncertainity when he first arrived there. He had the feelin th at it 

would be difficult to live here but he relied on the authoriti es that they ou ld d omething D r 

resettlers. Now he found out that conditions were improving and it a accordin t hi h p . 

He also believed he would be food secure and free from poverty sooner. 

3. The oxen were weak and not healthy enough to enable the fa rmer to plou h the land . Th 

were not well fed as fodder was not available in an adequate quantity. The time at \ hi h the 

program of resettlement started was dry season and it was difficul t to find gra D r D din n. 

Due to this most of the newly bought oxen were too weak and e en i k t u e them in the farm 

fi eld . 



4. Agricultural implements like qotto were not ava l'labl 
in th re III menl il . nl a 

resettlers had these types of tools and it was difficult fo r m 
rI m n 

implements for the traditional system of ploughing. 

5. Irrigation system is not available. The agricul ture i th ere~ re d p nd nl 

which is scarce. The effort the resettlers made to u e I d't' I " . ra I I na Irngall n 

effective either. Shortage of tools to dig the earth, and di vert the mall tr am in I Ihe 

areas was of little significance for the resettlers. 
1111 

6. Chemical fertilizers are not available in the site III uffi ient quanlit ith r. in Ih 

ferti lity of the soil was difficult to be explored instantly a ttl I' r quir 

chemical fertilizers to have some benefits from agricul ture. But th hi h nd 

di ffi cult fo r many of them to buy. Moreover, some of them have wr n 

chemical fertilizers. The lack of credit facilities has al 0 contributed t thi P I' I m 

of the resettlers are not in a position to help each other. 

C. Other Hazards in Agriculture 

1. Crop failure 

In m 

The cause for the failure of crops in the resettlement site can be summerized a - follow ' : 

Poor site selection, which did not include soil testing, and change f it r I' ell l ment fr m 

Boqo to Sire Dooro, which wasted the time and energy of re ettler . Apart fr m thi the rain and 

hail stones destroyed standing crops .The menace of wild animal is an ther au r impr I r 

harvest and it requires group activity for protection of crops. The re ettler ep ri n l11e n 

type of crop diseases which they have not experienced in their ori ginal ite . ince th d n 

have experience and are not properly advised by the offi cials of agri cul tural departl11 nl ab Ul 

the use of pesticides , all their efforts became futil e. Moreover ome re ett l r d n t ha 

adequate experience about the agricultural practices which put thel11 in troub le in the ne\ 

settlement area. 

The advice given by the DAS focuses on the time when one hou ld plant h t plant in 

rows(maize or sorgam)for instance. The resettlers were also help ing ea h th r In 

experiences but that couldn 't bring much change in the skill of re ettl er al I a t untilth 

ha rin 

h 

enough experience from the more experienced ones. As a pretext for their la k f ki ll l11an f 

the resettlers gave me reasons that were not convincing li ke the cu t l11a 

farms very early and set oxen free when the sun gets hot at noon and lak re t r d 

activities . This was not done by most of the Harar re ettler at Dubbuq'. In I a , th 

111 l 

th r 

d t 



come to farms and try to defend the failure to u e . I fi oxen 111 t 1 I Id 

graze in the jungle during the night and are to be co llected in th m 

bought younger bulis, which needed much time and nergy 1 be train d 

with better trained and older ones. 

n ar 

Gilba, who is a gentleman of 29 and single, re pond that th ir b ha i ur Ii 

late to farms would have been minimized if the resettler were made a\ ar that 

coming late to fields would affect the overall performance of their 

He believes that they would rid of their old work habit. In tead f ri ti I In 

people must think of how to become self sufficient in food pI' du ti n in th n 

(Githa). 

Ii 

ur . 

Ih 

m nl 

Considering the attitude of dependency on aid and lack f e pcri cn In a Iri ultura l 

activities, many resettlers failed to produce much in the harve t yea r. me f th ha 

never been farmers in place of their origin and that may have made it diffi Lilt ~ r them t tart. 

farming right away. The lack of experience coupled with problems in new mad' 

some of the resettlers less productive and they would not have en u h rain 

consumption. 

n ~ r dai l 

In explaining the experience and capacity of the DA at the ite the ffi ial ind ire tl 

admitted that they lack the proper orientation and adequate training. It wa nl y art 3 r a thrc 

month training that they had been assigned to assist the implementation f re ttl m I1 t ith 

other senior experts from the wereda office of Rural Development and Agri ultLi re. Th 

mentioned that the coordinating parties of the wereda admini tration do n t r I un 

DAs, who were inspecting and implementing the program in the tv ite a th ey are 

inadequately experienced. 

But there are some progressive resettlers who assign crop fa ilure due to in apabi liti fth 

resettlers themselves For instance: Beyahim, 39 years of age, from vill age Dubbuq, didn ' t a ept 

the reason for the failure as the others and says they are a young and trong a him elf and an 

do hard work.He explained that the reason for the failure was that the land v an t prepared II 

and that it had bushes thus it was difficult to plough as a re ul t of \ hi ch 

failed to obtain much product during this harvest. He said the land he had \ a uitabl ~ r man 

types of crops. 
T d h' ~ f 57 years of age and literate explain d that he had ha Jama , w 0 IS a larmer 0 ' 

fi H t ack of " ali t" and half -a uint I 
our sacks of maize from the year's harvest. e go one 

He stated that he didn't harvest sorghum because he arri ved at Dubbuq late and that it \ a n t 

4 



proper time to plant sorghum at that season of th TI e year. 1 

of hi s fellow resettlers in obtaining good harvest of orghum 

of land and the time which they arrived. He said the time at 

plan ti n h 

a th, t th 

hi h h 

in th pi I 

uldn't all \ hi m 
to saw some grains like sorghum. 

Jamad and Beyahim responded to the question - what \' a th f th d tru ti n 
crops in their village? .The major reason for the destruction 

respondents was hailstones, hardness of the soil to dig ie-diffi L1lty in pi " in 

to the villages, which was late for plowing and preparing th land ~ I' 

weakness of the oxen, and wild animals like wild pigs ) monkey and ape . 

2. Improper Marketing 

th 

min tim 

r p , I' P 

Lack of marketing facilities for the crops played it part in th fin 3n ia l PI' bl f11 and 

harassment of resettlers: Some of the crops which could ell for mLl h hi her pri I n I 

Ifr In 

Nekempte market. 

Lack of Non-farm Activities 

Absence of non farm activities in the site had influenced the fin ancial apa it f r ttl r 

negatively. Smaller necessities could be managed if the farmer had the chan n n farm 

activi ties in private organizations like petty trading, and working in pri ate fa rm t . 

The other reflection of this was that Chat was a cash crop many f the r 

depend on for getting some income through buying and elling it in their pia e 

absence in the new environment has also affected the fin ancia l capacity of tbe re ettler . There 

was no any other crop in the new area saleable as readily as chat and mo t of th 

that had affected considerably. 

The experience of the Harar resettlers as petty trader in pia e f th ei r ngll1 \! a 

mentioned by many and the now almost none of them are currentl y engaged in th acti itie . 

The reasons they attribute that Sire Dooro was not a place where tran p rtati n fa ili ti all \ 

people to bring goods and sale in the locality. 

The other reason was absence of employment in the ar a. The requirem III ~ r diti nal 

labor in the small individual holdings is not encourageing. Pe pie u t d 

themselves without depending on the labour from open market. It ul h d 

4 



considerable number of resettlers to work and earn nloney for (jnan ia l upp rt Ih Ir 
household. 

d. Problems of Housing 

Houses were weak in construction 

While moving in the resettlement program to the new site, the ori entati 

had was that they would have the land prepared by tractors and their hou e \' uld 

living and that the food aid would continue to be given for three year . 

different in the resettlement site. Most of the cottages had to be rebuilt ~ r thcy \ 

weakly constructed or they became old by the time resettlers occupi d. 

tt l r 

r 

In the villages of resettlement, many cottages were under cou tru ti n hi Ic c cn t h 

researcher was in the site for data collection. They had to be built again for they had be mc Id. 

The other thing was that it took resettlers a long time to reconstruct in the new it art r thc had 

discovered that the previous site "Boqo" was not suitable for agriculture. Th re 11 tru ti n 

needed additional time that was not assessed by the resettlers previou Iy. The hal' e t ea n ~ r 

which resettlers were to be given aid consumed the time taken to move to the new ite and t 

reconstruct the houses. 

Beyahim and Jamad have also explained that many of the re ettler were bu y ith th 

reconstruction of the cottages, which are to be built aga in . The cottage had eith r b n 

constructed weakly or they were left empty for longer time before the an- iva i [ the r ettler 

the si te which has contributed for their current poor state. 

Other problems 

Mofeera 29, complained of the absence of flour mill, relief aid wa not being pr id d and 

seeds were not yet ready according to him. Other social services like school and clinic were far 

from their village. There was water but the pipe had no tap. It was difficult to let it ettle and 

make the dirt clear. 

Water was available in the site. It flows onto the irrigable plots. The actua l u e f the \, at r 

seems to have not been started. The fields are just starti ng to be ploughed. Buildin f the anal 

. D bb' d at Aslw Ku a e. The Harar r ettler at has been earned out by resettlers both at u uq an ' 

h '1 fi loughing But there i no treatm nt ntr ~ r Dubbuq are using the water to soften t e SOl or P . 

water to be used for drinking. 

4 



Mofeera , the informant in the previous discussion, tated that h \! a a v lunt 

The state promised to provide relief aid for three years. But it topp d n 

became food secure. But he assumed the state should go on provid ing a i tan till th 

self-sufficient in food production after which they are not go ing to a k ~ r it. 

tt I r. 

Amaaro, Moofeera and also others in the resettlement village aid that the tat pr mi d 

to give the food ration for three years. That was taken for granted by many fthe r ettl r in th 

two villages and when the local officials discontinued the aid, the re ettler all d and talk d t 

them who answered to their surprise that the relief aid wouln't conti nu t b 

prescribed period. Many of the informants talked about it with anger be au 

en aft r that 

In 

they had was that the food ration would continue to be given for three year whi h d el p d a 

sense of distrust due to lack of proper communication and informat ion . 

According to the discussion with Ato Dawit, another official at K'allitii-the Addi l PP , 

the understanding was quite different; the state had a plan to give D d rali n ~ r nly n 

harvest season, ie, for 12 months. If people needed food aid for a I nger peri d, the ituali n 

would be assessed and decisions could be made about what should be d ne ba ed n th re ult 

of the assessment. The problem according to Dawit was that the local ffi ial mi hI ha e n t 

been given proper orientation about that and resettlers could have been mi I d t think th at way. 

Expectations of the people were, therefore, not according to the plan ffi ial ere ta lkin' 

about. 

e. Problems of Agricultural Knowledge and Training 

h b . ki II f My observation allows me to note that many of the resettlers are without tea I 

agriculture. Many of the resettlers do not have proper knowledge about the way f trainin 

young bulis, preparing agricultural implements for the different part of the plough the pr I r 

time of weeding, and harvesting, etc,. Therefore, a considerable influence 'Y a put 

program by lack of the necessary knowledge of agriculture on the part of the re ettler . 

f. Environmental Degradation 

n the 

Chemical fertilizers were about to be sent to the PA cooperati e . Alth ugh man farm r 

realize that it was good to use chemical fertili zers in the farm field e pecia ll after a I n p ri d 

d . tb y al 0 fear the dep nd n and repeated use of the land for crop pro uctlOn, e 
r. h e of commer ial fertili z r ar I pp d. Th 

They say the field fails to grow crops alter t e us . 
f lpO t i underv a . Th hI h r pri 

effort made by the DAs to promote the use 0 con 



commercial fertilizers and the dependency it might re ult in poor nditi n 

farmers to use the natural method of protection of fertility of th il. R 

however, encouraged to use their method adequately as it needed quit alar 

There is a tendency among the resettlers to u e manure and mp t in 

Resettlers were advised to prepare and use compost which wa 110t exp n i 

undesirable effects. Some of the local farmers were, however, ob er d t u 

d 

r. 

p rti lIlar. 

fertilizers for their immediate benefit without realizing what would create injur t the il in th 

long term. Most of the local people I interviewed explained that the oil wa ferfilc and it didn 't 

need commercial fertilizers. The PA chairman, for instance, needed m am unt fcrtili z r 

because he had benefited a great deal in the harvest. The chairman a epted that h mi al 

fertilizers were expensive and that it also caused dependency. ompo t n th thcr hand , i 

cheaper and it also has no bad consequences according to the PA chairman . Th hairman 

explained that it was only recently that the advice about the u e of comp thad n Ji cn and 

he expressed his wishes that all the farmers could use it in their farm . 

It is of some interest however, to note that almost no effort ha been b er ed f pc I I 

doing to protect the soil. Instead, trees are cut for use in building coUa e and fcn in the 

resettlement site. None of the dead trees were, however, replaced a an ef~ rt t I r Ic t th ' 

environment while the study was being conducted in the field. 

5.3. Survival Strategies: 

5.3.1. Marriages as Forms of Survival Strategies 

5.3.1.1 Inter-ethnic marriage 

The Amharas and Dramas intermarried in order to associate with each other. Ther ere 

many Amharas who married Orama women and there were many Oranw male "ho man-i d 

Amhara women in the previous resettlements. 

Feksha, a gentleman of about 40 years of age, explained that he had married an Alllflora 

woman (A lgeta) and he is living with her, it was over nine year ince he man'ied her. The 

h t f money gi en \ a in r a ing Oro mas marry here with a large amount of dowry; t e amoun 0 

. h b as young He had an 01'01110 \! i ~ each time it was simple and one could pay It w en e w . 
. . 't lot co tly then but n \! th am didn't cost him much to take her as wife S\l1ce I was I 

. . I fon In contra t, the mh ra money needed was too much accordmg to hiS exp ana I . 
nl a 



small amount of money to marry even when it was marriage of a girl. II 

shoes, and a dress because he liked her and he was happy with her. 
Id 

What I am trying to explain at this point is that such type of r lati n I al 

Oromos and the Amharas were not uncommon and that could gi e a a r th 

relations to be established between resettlers in the current program and the I al p pul Ii n. 

Incidentally, there is an example for the possibility of future relation am n th m air < d . 

Ahmed 

There is a case in the present study that exemplifies that marriage n 

a Gojjame Christian woman and a Harar Muslim resettler Ahmed. Th marri a e in thi 

was incompatible in many aspects; like age, religion, and ethnic group hi h ar 

considered in marriage. The young Gojjame lady, who was a follower f the thi pian 

Church, was married to an old Muslim Harar resettler at Dubbuq. The y un 

to the resettlement site with female child of two to take shelter in a vi lIa e "her A hili d li e . 

According to the lady's explanation, her life was in danger a the previ u 

kill her as a result of a quarrel between them. Then she decided to e ape and d 

the Abbay valley and arrived in Sire Dooro, Dubbuq village. It didn 't take Ahmed I 

approach the young lady, who was looking for shelter to save her life. AhllPd I Ct hi \ i~ ' in 

place of origin, Harar since she is too weak to come to the pre ent ite with him . Thu , he 

employed a scheme that could enable him to take the hands of the woman a he need d n 

badly. The other woman he used as a go-between took him the happy me a e f the 

lady 's agreement to come to his place as a wife. Then Ahmed wa all bappine . He did e en 

respond to one of my questions in the discussion " see tbat I am strong and that i wh J mal a 

lady like her". 

It was not easy to accept this kind of arrangement between hu band and iii in n mlal 

circumstances. There were restrictions in many social aspects. The arrangement" a thu 

economic association used as a means of coping with the reality in the ettl ement ite. 

said he left his previous wife in his place of origin for she was old and weak to me 

The explanation of this was that the marriage between the two wa nece itated b th 

conditions in the resettlement site. 

f 

hm d 

ith him. 



5.3.1.2. Intra-ethnic Marriage 

Kanzali, who is 16 years of age and was married to a harar re !tIer th 

not told about the presence of a former wife in their place of ori gin be am th 

she was to undergo later. The husband came from harar with the eni r" i 

teenager was offended and has left for her parent's place (in the arne ilia 

school in the new site. The young lady said she had nothing to dre and n 

she had no money for stationery. She was under her fa ther' upport and n 

assistance for everything, which was difficult especially after marri a e a 

lady's father was challenging her husband in the social court fir t and th n at th 

Gidda Ayyana. 

ubbuq. h 

in t 

finan ial 

h r. Th 

L1rt 

The fact that marriages are the means of forming alliance ha b en ml d L1 1 \ ith an 

interest on the part of the parent in this case. But the point that I want t make i h 

there was an example of intra-ethnic marriage between re ettler with the p 

intention of forming alliance between the families of the marrying c uple. It al 

the husband 's intention to obtain additional labor which i needed at h u eh Id Ie I in th 

environment in taking the girl as a wife. It was a strategy of urviva l el11p l yed b th ' n " I 

married couple whether the parent allows it or not as it is ob erved in the pr i u 

5.3.1. Social Relations in the new Environment 

It seems too difficult on the part ofresettlers to establi h ocial relati n hip ith th h 1 

community in the short duration It was, however, possible to identify me arl indi ati J1 t 

have some type of social relationship between the two in the near future. The e 

terms of Self Help Associations, marriage, participation in event like religiou 

funerals, in the Peasant Association. 

d in 

nti ren e and 

The effect of the break in the social bond was also refl ected in orne th r \i a . th 

neighbouring people in the new resettlement villages of Dubbuq and A hu. ku a \' ere hri tian 

Amharas and Oromos. The difference in religion had kept them awa from e tabli hin 

.' t' I 01 the occa ion fa ertai n " eddin connections with the Harar resettlers muslIm m par ICU ar. I 

h· hId the DA happened to 'penen th Mu lim ceremony of Christians for instance, w IC an 
. I ded Be ide the el f-help a far Oromos from the neighourhood were not mc u . , 

established by the resettlers did not include people from the ho t mmunl . In th the 

nized among them Ive t lum resettlement villages the new comers were orga 

self-help associations such as daboo. 



Nevertheless, on one other occasion I observed that tl S I I . le a a re ell I r I un 

it easier to mix with the host community in the new environment compared I 

reserttlers at Dubbuq; (they were in an isolated village at a di tance of -7km r 

the Salales at Ashu Kusaye). Although the distance between the enl m nt pia 

only evidence for the absence of the local Oromo people The Salal re ttl 

because of the religious similarities, the co-operation between the alaI rc cttler 

Ih 

the host community in comparison to the Dubbuq resettlers. More v r Iher i al a ph i al 

distance between Dubbuq resettlement and the host people, whi h an th r an'i r r 

cooperation. 

5. 3. 2. Economic Co-operation 

Experience sharing was one of the most important coping mechani m r tt I r \ r 

practicing in the new area. The new comers at Dubbuq were helping ea h th er In 

themselves in the agricultural activities such as ploughing the land , makin ma il er a ri ultura l 

tools, and by training young bulls for those, who are less experi enced. Re eUl er at ubbllq \ r' 

observed doing this on many occasions which I had ob erved du ring my fie ld 

cooperations are observed in the following manner: 

rk . h ' 

1. Forming Voluntary Self-Help Association that doe not include the I al p pulati n 

2. Establishing reciprocal help relations with the loca l populati n 

lending of smaller tools), 

in and 

3. Consultation with the DAs for inter-cropping, control of plant di ea e , plantati n 

in rows, etc. 

4 . Pairing oxen with those of the neighbours, 

5. Marrying women house hold heads and 

6. Using women's and childeren's labor by keeping mo t or all 

members with oneself, etc were the mechanisms resettl er adopted in the ili a 

The Dubbuq resettlers also borrow faml tools like Waga / (a metallic rin h k d at n 

end to attach it with the heavy wooden part, rnuka, tbat connect \i ith the k fr m th 

Amharas in the neighborhood and they exchange oxen with them; oun 
. I . h vere bought from nih WIth older oxen for training the younger ones, W llC 'Y 

. . I h onducted an in tervie\! ke p Amaaro an mformant wlth whom ave c , 
himself in the resettlement site. Therefore, he is among the mo t apabl in t rm 

n hildr n \ ith 

th 



in agricultural activities. On most of the observation I made in th rm lid, I 

sharpening smaller wooden tools like t'ik 'irt for others. Many re ett l r I 

and expertise to prepare the tool. The metallic tool qOtlo u ed t I I " , 0 1arpen 11 

in the site. He obtains the tool by borrowing from the loca l people with h m h 

an older bull for a younger one. 

. h I 

There was also more evidence that some non-resettlers who cam to th ar a are ra 

share cropping as a mechanism of survival. They were a source of lab r e pc iall 

experienced and for the less capable resettlers in the site. I ob erved one y un 

pair of oxen but could not plough without asking others to help her in the farmin 

Haldeaf, a lady of about 27 years age, who also has defect of p h and mmuni al 

with difficulty, was asking the male resettlers to help her the foll owing day in th a ti it ie 

preparing the land for planting seeds. As it was explained by her and th 

expected to prepare some tea and chat if possible to treat the people wh help h r in a ri ultural 

activities. Chat is actually the maximum expectation since it i lacking in the re ett! m nt it . 

Therefore, in such cases, the person in need of the people ' help i 

most of the cases. 

I have observed that the less skilled resettlers were coping up wi th the ta k f pi LI 'hin 

the fi eld in two ways; they request the more skilled ones to help them to pr pare the t I r 

ploughing and to set the oxen in the farm. Resettlers al so borrowed too l fr m th n i 'hb L1rin 

Amharas. The co-operation among them was so good that the kind one pend mu h f th tim 

f help others even keeping their own oxen idle in the farm. Lack of experi ence and the h 

smaller tools like axes, are major problems resettlers are fac ing. The min imi ati n 

relati ons with the people in their places of origin could have played ome palt in thi 

borrowing tools like qotto (axe) was a common practice in their place of origin. Th 

ial 

f 

social ties were not spectacularly present in the new environment and re ettler had t ta Ii h 

similar relationships among themselves and with the local people but it will tak m re ea r t 

establish such similar relationships. 

Some of the resettIers bought younger bulls, that need much time and energ t train d 

setting them along with better trained ones and older oxen; the oxen gi en to re 

government were older and weaker. 

The other forms of coping mechanism in addition to tho e di cu ed ab e in Iud d: 

I . Consultation with the DAs, who were responsible fo r tbe impl m nlati n pr ram n 

with the Rural Development Agency of the Regional dmini tr ti n. 

III 



2. Using the links they still had with their places f " . I o onglll to 1a r upp n r m 
there. 

Amaara, a senior resettler at Dubbuq village al1d h I 57 and th m I 

experienced resettler, was just coming back from place of hi ori gin h n I (\ him Ir l. 

He was in Harar a few days before and he says all the property he I n 
Amaaro' s willingness, his ability to express what is a ked clea rl y hi 

share his experience to others in the farm field, etc. were ome of th 

and made my decision to recruit him as one of my key informant ~ r th Iud . In th 

discussion I conducted with him, he explained that his relative took are f th pl< nt, ti n 

of coffee and chat in place of his origin. He says that his relative have c li e ted the 

beans and chat and he has come to the current resettlement ite after a 

wi th the opportunity he had to see the place of his origin and hav in m ncy fr 111 th 

of coffee and chat there. He says he bought 12 goats with the money he btain d. 

3. Keeping all the house hold with oneself was a mean of obta inin lab ur and it al 

gave a feeling of security to them; the informant in the above interview t 

children with him at Dubbuq. 

4. Seeking help from others in any form had been practiced by re ettler In 1/' " or ; 

n 

Haldeafwas observed requesting fellow resettlers to plow the land [I r ber. " Hold?(I 

above, p.56) 

5. Pairing an ox with that of a neighbour was a mechani 111 mo t rer ettler "er u In 

Training young bulls was often done in that way. 

h f h · me re ettl r are 6. Marriage with women house hold heads was t e type 0 mec an I m 

using. There were half a dozen marriages of that type in Kulti- A hu Ku a 

alone where there were about 40 house hold heads. 

Let us see some cases: 

Some resettlers had already started establishing marital relation \ ith fe ll 

ilia 

Adashe, 29 and one of the female household heads in the vill age of ortb 110011 re ttler had 

joined Obba Tarre 34 in a wedlock. The couple had their re pecti e fami li e in th ir pi f , 
. . d e not ntinu an m r . 

origin. But now after the present marriage, the prevIous marnage 0 . 

T . . f~' but it was an economic a helt· marriage was not based on a romantIc a laIr 
. . I h d not only 10 e but plot to Tarre. In that type of assocIatIOn the coup e s are 

d ( ve in the re ettlement area. oxen, joining their labour and became more pro uc I 

iati n a 

fland I aIr 



Tarre recognizes the economic role of women at family Ie el. rdin I 
n I 

Adashe, was of some decisive importance to the improvement of th ' I' II 
Ir I . r Ih 

Adashe had a big role in weeding, preparing store, cleaning and cooking. BUI h Ii 

n most difficult part of the agricultural activities was performed by the male partn r. \ 

protect crops from birds and other animals in addition to the econom i a ti 

according to him. But he said the difficult labor like ploughing, training th 

preparing the wooden tools for farming, etc were the more difficult and imp 

agriculture. 

nd 

In 

He could be categorized among some of the successful re ettler in the it in t I'm 

amount of crops he harvested; He had collected three quintals of teff two quin tal r an n 

quintal of nug and half a quintal of maize in that harvest. On the other hand h had I t all th 

sorghum to wild animals. 

Half a dozen marriages were performed in the village of Ashu kusa 

considerable attention was given to those who were less experienced in a ri 

fellow resettlers were working very hard to help those who cannot prepar t 

id a 

land by using oxen in the village of Dubbuq. The background of a c n idcrab l nU I11 r r 
resett lers did not allow them to cope up with the hard labor farming li fe in v Ives in tiP ar 'a and 

they look for help from others who were also willing to inve t their energy t hel, th > I 

experienced ones. 

5.3.2.1 

Buying additional bulls 

Mokal, the Dubbuq resettler and who is 58 years of age, has bought an ox in additi n t th 

one the government gave him. He bought an ox selling tea in a cottage near hi re ettlem nt it 

kutti. He hoped that they would be food secure soon because the early rain weI' een in the k . 

He said even a mother doesn't do to her child what the state wa doing for them at that tim . 

Mokal had moved like other fellow resettiers, from his place of origin in orlh hoo du t 

scarcity of land. The land he mentioned had stopped yielding much product in e it had n ~ r t 

. to wind and un and du t fl d . If that would protect the soil from erosIOn due to exposure 

had children and came to this site with one of them. He had a plan (0 bring th 
, , ' . ' e labor i an a et fi r a ri ultur , it 

chIldren to kutti to help him in farmmg actIVItIes as mor 

has been explained earlier, keeping all members of household in the re 
, d t ategy of ur iva i in thi tud 

the Sources of additional labor and it is consldere as a s r 



5.3.2.2. 

Preparing Composte 

The resettlers were told to prepare composte s th t h o a t ey oul d u a natur I 

instead of the commercial one. The manure is mixed with plant lea e und r a 
nih" r 

il in 

hole dug for the purpose. The farmers were also told to protect tree by prun nin 

instead of cutting the whole tree to prevent drought which come a a r LI lt d tru ti n 

trees. The use of composte is more reliable for the environmental prote ti n a til mm rial 

fertili zer enhances dependency on the product which was al 0 unaffordab lc and diffi ult t u. 

for many of the resetlers given their financial capacities. 

5.3.2.3. 

Working for Longer Hours 

The Harar resettlers in Sire Dooro were trying to cope with the una~ rdab il ity f lab ur 

working for longer hours a day: They told me that they tayed until 6:30pm in til Ii Id. id 

the women resttlers were expected to go to the farm with their hu band and did a ri ullUral 

activi ties. The Harar men on the other hand complained of their women' la k f parti ipati n in 

agricultural activities (weeding, picking roots and other undesirable obje t fr m til (j Id 

Preparation of the field for thrushing the crops, and the role of taking t market and 'lI ing 

products) which the women of Shoan resettlers did. There are in fact minor cu ltural di ffer' n . 

between the Harar and ShoanlSalale women in the ways they participate in a ri 1I iturai 

activities; the Salale women participate more actively than the Harar women in a ricll itural 

activiti s. 

5.3.2.4. 

Using Traditional Irrigation System 

Since the area of the resettlement is rain fed, the resettl ers ha e ta rted u ing traditi nal 

irrigation system already. Small fields are irrigated by di verting stream in both the ili a 

resettlement in Sire Dooro. Although they have consultation with the fie ld \. ork r 

irrigation, the modem irrigation system is not seen there, and the re ertler are maki n 

use the traditional one. This system of irrigation needs building a dam at the a t f th 

which is to be used as a source of water. The materials used to build the dam in Iud t ne an 

mud available near the river bank. The elevation of the dam help the \ at r t 111 
\ n t th 

farm fi eld which is often located below the ri ver and water fl ov 
th rou h th draina LUnn I 



the help of gravity. Tunnels are dug in the ground with di 

metal. They also use other form of the digging tool which i 

th is a short and pointed metal with a heavy end on the top. Th \! ei ht 

access to the earth which is difficult in dry seasons. The harar and th 

many tunnels of this kind and water is flowing to the field . M n 

300metres long. One such drainage tunnel made by the Harar re eu ler 

long. Although it was not yet possible to evaluate the extent they are u in 

in the resettlement site, as my short stay of 45 days doe not allo\ me t 

however, possible to observe that resettlers in both the village weI' 

the rivers fo r irrigation. Many of the fields were watered in Dubbuq ilia 

that it could be easier for ploughing. 

5.3.2.5. 

Share- Cropping: 

rrr II h 

th 

metc ' 

. tcm 

" h s 

It is obvious that many of the activities in the re ettlement site need d addi l i nal lab r. 

People, however, seem to have no surplus money to use for the purp 

only possibility there. Absence of credit facilities in Sire Door ml ht e 

people didn' t hire farmers when work was still available. 

Keessumma, who is 28, and came to the resettlement 

he would be looking for a chance to stay there helping other and upp rtin 

t thcl! ; 

plain 'd that 

d in ' 

share-cropping. He had almost spent the harvest season doing that when I (1 tTi d ut th > 

interview with him. He came as a result of scarcity of land in hi pia f ri in and it \ a 

already late for him to obtain a plot of land as the program of recruitment and pr i i n [land 

was also closed. 

5.3.2.6. 

Forming Associations as Coping Mechanisms 

h I e . The hid ea h ther in Resettlers were organized in associations among t em e 

turns in famling and in building houses. The host prepared food and drink ~ r m the 

association.The food was made from grains simply boild or roa ted, and th 
all 

prepared alcohol ( areki or talla) 

Mokal, a resettler at Dubbuq, explained that team on i tin a ut n 

I .' H e buildin \! a th nl tiV Il ess were organized as Self-Help Associ3tIOns. .ou 



'ation members used to do during my field work, Other acti vitie lik farll1in n d assOCI 

h Sociations but resettlers seem to have not yet started using the elf- H Ip r suc as 

'cultural activities. agn 



Chapter Six 

6.1. Disputes and Conflicts in the Resettlement Site 

Introduction 

In this chapter, the nature of various disputes among the resettler and with the n ih r 

are discussed. The chapter also highlights the nature of disputes among the earli r eltl r du I 

scarcity of cultivable land. 

Although there was no evidence of a general movement against the urrent r It I menl 

program in Sire Dooro, it is not, however, free from tension. The background ~ r th pre nt 

tension is the historical relation between the two ethnic groups in that particular r i n and al 

elsewhere in Ethiopia. Previously, two types of resettlement were carried out in the pr nt il 

of Sire Dooro. The spontaneous resettlement and government planed resettlement thr u 

people were moved to Wollaga from the neighboring Amhara region of COjjom and 

different times. The spontaneous resettlement was the movement of people t the re inn 

individual basis and the number of people who came was small and the movement did n t re ult 

in immediate security problems in the area. The reason for this may be neither the mi rant ha e 

presented security problems by forming any alliance against the local people nor did the nati e 

people take violent actions against them as their number was meagre. Rather the mi rant ha e 

formed kinship ties with the local Drama through marriage to ensure their ecurity . Thi 

however, the strategy adopted by the new comers and the local people eem to ha e liltl 

opposition to it. 

But during the Socialist regime the government of Ethiopia moved a large ma of pe pi 

to the same area for resettlement. The increase of the population in the area in thi \ a ha 

intensified the competition for resources which used to be utilized previously by the local p pi 

almost exclusively. The land, forests, water, which was tbe property of the local Or m 

became a common property of of both the migrants and resettlers who are Amhara . 

Both the Imperial and the Socialist governments of the country did not di coura e the fl \: 

f . d b I tead they were in a en e pr m tin o people from the Amhara regions as mentlOne a ove. ns , 

I . t s it was J·ustified and ne a arge scale resettlement in the localIty. The movemen a 
b k d 't 'tl a pr lamati n 

cultivate the unoccupied land. The Socialist system has also ac e I WI 1 

h· Most of tbe migrant mhara \ er 
w Ich recognized the ownership of land by the tenants. 

holding land in Wollaga as share-croppers or as 'yek ' inyi marat \J hi ch mean land 
r 



cultivation by the non-native people. Both types of land h Id 
o ers were grant d Ih P 

plots for cultivation they were holding by the Socialist s t ft 
ys em a er the proclamali n, a r ult , 

the tension between the Balabats (traditional land own h ' 
ers w 0 gave their land t till r in 

contract) and the tillers was intensified. The conflict the C b , reLore, etween the Alllhara mi r nt 

and the local Dramas has economic ground rather than an eth. ' Th h ' , mc one. e et nl tie b 1\ n Ih 
groupS has of course played symbolic role in solidifying the Amharas on the ne hand nd th 

Oromos on the other. 

This was the background of the present relationships among the peo I ' tl I P e In 1 re Cit m III 

site. The tension between the Amharas and the Dramas has been reflected in om y in Ih 

current resettlement program as well. 

Self-Help Associations 

Relationships for reciprocal help were also being established between re eUl er and th 

host community at Sire Dooro. These were beginnings which were reflected in the willin nc t 

borrow farm tools from the hosts. 

As opposed to all these, however, there was no single instance of the re ettl r I mill 

together in self help associations such as "Daboo' in the resettlement village in ir Door , 

Given the short duration of time the resettlers stayed together with the local people, it wa n t yet 

time to establish wider social relations with the community. Resettlers, however organi ze am Il 

themselves for increased labor in agricultural activities and for building hou e , Thi d e ll t, 

however, suggest that there wouldn't be any associations in the future between re ettl er and the 

local people. The short period during which I had been with the resettlers did not all ow me t 

study the reasons of absence of any Self- Help organizations between resettler and the I al 

people from a broad perspective. Therefore, it remains open for future studi es to eva luate and 

describe the out come of the relationships among the people. My observation does only include 

the way resettlers are trying to establish reciprocal relationships in agricultural activitie in tbe 

site. 

6. 2. Resource Based Conflicts 

6. 2.1. Conflict over Land, Water, Forest 

f fl ' t such as tbe one that ha hap n d 
Another possible cause for the occurrence 0 con IC s 

, d d ther social er ice like h I, 
recently, is the accessibility of the resources mentlOne an 0 

I' ' ' h me tbat children f b th th 
C InIC, mill etc) to the host community. My observatIOn sows 



resettlers and those of the local community were going t th . . o e same cho I In II' 

clinic also gave services to both the hosts and the resettle Th . rs . ere wa nothll1 in th t r 
that was of an immediate concern because both resettlers a d th h . n e 0 t populatl n \ r m In 
use ofthe social services available. 

The case where land was a resource over which violence broke out in the ite 

Mireta, is an Amhara resident of Ashu Kusaye village. He wanted to cu lti at a I i 

irrigable land perhaps bribing the local P A leaders. The land wa re erved ~ r U In th 

resettlement program that was being carried out then in the site. Since the pr du ti it th 

irrigable land is better, it is usual for everybody to have such preciou land 0 that pr du Ii it 

could become more. Mireta armed with gun, went to cultivate the land during the ni hI I laim 

his possession as he might be intercepted by the others during day time. n~ rlunatcl hi 

activities were noticed by some resettlers who came in group to challenge him. n the th r 

hand, Mireta scrambled for help from his own people by alerting them. When the e lw 'r up 

were justifying their claims, Mireta fled from the scene sensing defeat. But ub equently h wa 

asked to justify his claim over the piece ofland, and failed to do so properly. 

Although the dispute was solved temporarily, by stopping each party from ultivatin th 

same land, the tension has continued. After a week or two, the local police came t the ilia 

along with local militia to inquire him about the incedent. They arreseted Mil' La and hi 11 . 

After some days, his son was released but Mireta c6ntinued to remain in cu tody. The land" a 

then given to resettlers for cultivation. 

Water as a cause of conflict in the resettlement site 

While competing for a piece of irrigable land, resettlers at Ashu Kusaye were al full 

engaged in the activities of diverting the small river in the vicinity. The adult male re ettler 

. . h . f: fi Id The youngster gatber tbe earth were dlggmg the canal for the water to come to t elr arm Ie . 
. t the target direction . In thi \ a to the Sides of the canal so that water could get easy access 0 

resettlers take part in the different activities of construction of the camal. The bu ine and 
. . h . t t resettlers ba e to di ert and u ordmatlOn of activities in the area generally shows t e 111 eres 

. c. I 'th the avai labi li ty of aIel' ~ r 
water. It is evident therefore that the land IS more uselU WI 
. . '. . t th ompletition of the acti iIi f 
lITIgation. That is why resettlers displayed their JOY a e c . 

diverting the small river in Ashu Kusaye village. Some took a mouthful from the runllll1 at 1' , 

others sprinkled it to their face, and so on. 



In doing this, the resettlers were not only making ' . 
an ImmedIate u e of the \ I r UI th 

are also preparing it for permanent use in the farm The fi h .. . re ore, t e competItI n ~ r \ I r I 

as intense as that for land in the locality since the land 'th . . WI out water for UTI ali n ma 
important for agricultural activities in that area. 

Forest as a cause of conflict in the resettlement site 

Eventhough competition for forest or wood did not yet reach a level of anta ni m in 111 

resettlement site, there is, however, a potential for future dispute over the u e fwd r r 1. 

Trees and forest are already scarce in the village of Ashu Kusaye. On the other hand aim I all 

the houses in the village need reconstruction as they were not well made at the be innin . II i 

thus highly likely that the local people and the resetlers will be in conflict ov r the u e th 

remaining scanty trees unless proper attention is given to the issue by the local ffi ial . 

It is therefore poassible to assume that the availability of fertile land had aUra t d th 

previous Amhara occupants to the area and the conflict was created on thi ground but n t n 

ethnic ground as many try to evaluate it. The ethnic identity might have played a ymb Ii 

when the basic cause of the dispute was resource based. But as it can be een fr 111 the ab 

combination, the Amhara farmers were also fighting against a group of Amhara er the th 

same plot of irrigable land in the village. The conflict, therefore, did not develop t ethni I' el. 

It has rather declined to individual or group level. There was even a period when it had 

disappeared totally when one of the quarreling parties was away. But la tly, it appeared in a 

relatively petty dispute level at the arrival of the resettlers to the village. That wa becau e th 

increase in the population of the area, which could have possibily generate more and 111 r 

competition for the resources, land, water, wood or forests , and grass in the area. 

On the other hand, resettlers were organized among themselves to form elf-help 

associations. The associations that were formed did not include the local people (Ahmed . Thi 

doesn't however, mean that there were no indications for the establishment of di fferent ial 

relations between resettlers and the local community. The case cited in the other e tion of th 

present study, the marriage between a Harar Muslim resettler and an Amhara migrant tell thaI 

there was at least no sanction to that type of relation between them. 
. . h d ho took part in the group di 

Bezaw, IS another case who IS a local Am ara, an w 

H . .' . h tl U' 'eta (see di cu ion ab e . Th 
e IS an Amhara local who had competmg mterests WIt le 1I 

n. 

d t b sed by the Salale re elll r , \ h 
person was plowing the plot of land that was suppose 0 e u 

A h I al is expected to ha e r11Jll nl 111 
are new comers and the local farmer,who is an mara oc 

4 



favor of the local people. His opinion was against the I I A · h . oca 111 ara raml I' \ Ilh \ h m th 
discussant (Bezaw) had a competing interest There were th s ' d' . . u 111 Icatlon r b th a 
disagreement. The potential for any of the tendencies can be d . d Co h enve 1rom t e l p 
and social relations the resettlers and the local people were establ ' I . . h IS 1ll1g 111 t ear a. n 
alliance based on economic relations and other social relations is a u ual \ ay 

among people and the reactions of the local community can, therefore be determined 

the relations that have been described. 
d n 

6. 2. 2. Reflections in the Support Local People Provide to Resettlers 

Mokal, a resettler in Dubbuq village, was discussing the role of the PA in the rc cU i m nt 

program. The role of the PA according to the informant was measuring th pi t t di tri utc it t 

resettlers, building cottages, and clearing the bushes to make it easier for farmin a ti iii . 

Roads were also constructed by the local people. The local people were enc ura ed t h Ip til 

incoming people by giving the necessary advice about how to plough when tweed h n t 

sow and about other activities of farming. The local farmers were also engaged in pi u th 

land for the resttlers at first so that it would be easier to plough subsequently and al 

seeds. The PA co-ordinates all the activities and its role also extend to matter r di put· 

resolution and security. 

6.3. The Political Nature of the Recent Conflict in Sire Dooro 

The conflict in 1992 e.c 

A few years ago, there was a fight between the Dromos and the Amhara 111 ir Do 1'0 . 

According to my informant, Fe 'kisha, who is an oromo resident of Sire Dooro, ay that that part 

of Wollaga was dominated by the migrant Amharas. The Dramas, who felt that they \ ere 111 

treated as the . . . . th yare supposed to be the majori ty re en ted the mmonty m a reglOn e 
. . t f the area the Drolllo al 0 fI It that predornmance of the other party. As prevlOus occupan so, 

d fi t Fek'isha e 'plain that tll there might be a serious competition for land, water an ores . 
. hr ' that rno t of the admini trati e Immediate cause for the recent fight was that Am aras rea Izmg 

posts of Gidda have been taken by the Dromos, they plotted to fi ght and include iddo A all 

& t' to this some indi idual am t ir 
Hangar Gutin to the region of Gojjam. As a provoca Ion , . 

h Thi action according t th 1I1f1 mlant 
Dooro and killed two militia men, who were brat ers. s 

. I died and other fled the are . Th land th I 
resulted m a more serious fight, where some peop e 

. . ttl s in the recent re ettlement p I' ram. 
Used to belong to the displacees was dlstnbuted to rese er 



Since then, local Amharas seem to have been div 'd d' th G .. Ie , e oJJalll did n'l 
the Wolloyes and now they became allies to the Dramas and accordingl m 

posts were open to the Wolloyes in the Dromo district of Gidda. AlIa II 

resident says that there is a Wolloye chairman in the PA n S·· D ' ear ue ooro and I al d 
the presence of some Wallo Amharas who are armed and who were coo t' . I h pera 111 11 1 I r 1/1 

in many security activities in the PA in which I was working to collect the data ~ r Ih i ILld 

On the other hand, there were some marriages among the Drama's and Ih W // 

GOJjame Amharas as well. The number of Drama male, who marry Amhara \I m n 

however much larger than the Amhara men who marry Drama women. That mi hI h \ 

because of the large amount of money that was paid in bride price for marria ,ilh th 

women. The comparative price of marriage to marry an Amhara woman wa I wer and it \ a • 

therefore, encouraging. 

Therefore, there was no observable sanction that prohibits inter ethnic marri a In ir ~ 

Dooro. As evidences show, there are about 13 cases of inter ethnic marriag my jn~ rman! 

knows of in the area near his village alone (Fek'isha) I also talked to ome f the I al 

married Amhara women. 

Accoridng to Feksha, there was no history of conflict like that in the w r da be[! re; it a 

however, clear that there was a more serious fight in Gutin , in the Drama zone f W //0 a and 

many were reported to have been shot dead. at the end of the dergue regime (A efa I 9 . 

In answering the question if there had ever been a serious fight among the Amlwra and th 

Oromos before, he said, there were fights, which were not as serious a the la t ne. h 

witnessed a fight in which one person was wounded with sticks. He said the per on wa hit hard 

on the head and fell on the ground with three wounds. Later, he reached there and had fir d 

bullets to disperse the fighting parties and the man's life was saved. The caLI e a rdin t 

Fek'sha was a dispute over the boundary of a piece of farm land. The other cau e wa an ele ti n 

that was intended to make an appointment in the parish of the Orthodox Church. Kutli 

parish members fought over the position for the parish and later the conflict wa re l ed. Th 

police came from the nearly town of 'Kiramu" and handled the case. The indi idual \I er nl I 

th . d d Ived by a council of elder la II . 
e polIce. The dispute in which one was woun e was reso 

T fl ' t b tween the re ettler and th 
his case however has little relevance to the present con IC e , 

previous occupants in the area. 
I· , I ' t rpretation of Ihe r 

What can be observed is that although the po Itlca In e 

b . t I ob er er ther i 
ased conflict is likely to give the type of meanIng to ex ema 

nt r ur e 

n th in th t 



s the dispute that took place is some form of ethnic politi , F r th t m It r th prove 

ethnographic data and the experience of informants, (recent re ettl er and th 

occupants) show that what is going on in the area is not ethnic strife but a nfli t \I r r ur 

'k I nd water forests, etc ., in the resettlement site and in the area around , II e a, ' 



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

SUMMARY 

The main purpose of this study is to assess the resettlement pr ram 

of policy, preparation, and implementation. It has also been the obj ti 

to predict the prospect of the present resettlement program. ba ed on r ru i t 111 n I r 

avai lability of resources, agricultural inputs and other suppli e and the apa il 

in InTI 

J1l I U 

officials to implement the program. The impact of local confli t and th il11pli ali n Ih 

program to the constitutional rights of the people have al 0 been examined in th Iud . 

The Research Questions expected to be answered after completi n f til tu ar Ih 

following: 

I. Are the resources (financial and capable personnel) avai lable for the re ettl men I 

program? 

2. Are the implementation activities, (selection of sites, recruitment of re ttl er th 

provision of the agricultural inputs carried out properly? 

3. What are the implications the current resettlement program have for the I al pe pi 

the environment, and the social organization of resettlers? 

4. Are there motives for the resettlement, programs other than the 'official ne I. e. 

food security? 

I selected Sire Dooro resettlement site in Jidda Kiramu wereda becau e of it 

location, to be helpful in collecting ethnographic data about the implementati n f th 

resettlement program, peoples' cooperation and management of cri i . The place i el t d 

. G .. d SI 'n the previou re eul m nt pra ti as a resettlement sIte for people from o))am an lOa I 

and also as a site of resettlement for people from Shoa and Harargh in the pre nt 

resettlement program. 

. I t ograms when there ar pr I m lie It IS true that people are moved through resett emen pr 



population pressure, and the resulting scarcity of land, land degradali 
n, 

conflicts, unemployment, etc in the oromo land Th . I h . e spatIa c an r m 
from places of origin to a new environment is a commo fi ( II n ea ure 10 a r 

Hence, it appears that the site is suitable and preferred for re enlell1ent b th P 

land has agricultural potential and the population density al 0 eem t b I w. 

There is, however, reason to accept that people are moved in re ettlemenl pr Jram I L111i 11 

the objective of food security and to minimize the prolems of land d 

pressure, in the respective areas from where resettlers came. 

According to those studies by the authors mentioned, the two maj r type f rc ttl m nt 

can-ied out in Ethiopia include (a) Spontaneous resettlement and (b) plann d I' ttl m Il t 

schemes (Alula P., 1992). The previous resettlement programs have fail ed t a hi 

official objective of 'self-sustainability' in particular. Resettlement proje t arc 'pI' I mati 

institutional processes' because the objectives of the resettlement proj l Ja il I b 'po lb / ' 

and the people/resettlers often become socio-economically' wor e ff. " . \ ' 1I 1L1 III 

resettlement policy becomes what the local officials make oj it on the roulld' . 

The villages selected for resettlement in the site of Sire Dooro are Dubbuq and A fl u Ku '0 ' . 

The larger village, Dubbuq has about 1,600 resettlers while the smaller one, A flU Kuso ' i 

composed of about 400 resettlers from North Shoa. A total 2000 re ettl er are Ii in in til ' 

site of the present study. 

There are 3 female family head resettlers at Ashu Kusaye at Ashu Kusaye alone. The pr 

of female household heads in the resettlement indicates that the recruitment ,va al 

on scarcity or total landlessness in places of origin. According to the pre ent 

f h ttl r's famil y are allo\ d I r main resettlement, older parents and other members 0 t e rese e 
. h h t least for the following thr behmd and protect the property whatever t ey ave a 
. k f th property in pia e of ori . 

relative possibility for the resettler to rna e use 0 e 
pportunity for the r ettl r I U 

Cases I have selected also indicate that there was an 0 

possessions of land in places of origin (see Amaaro). 



The resettlement site lacks adequate infrstructral " '1" laCt ttte a well. 

There was no power source of electricity in the resettl . 
ement Ite. Th arl ut 

observed in the resettlement program are direct results of th . . e recruItment In 

The impact the resettlement program has to the constitutional right th p pi 

considered in this study. 

The presence of Amhara resettlers in the region of Oromia has changed the ima th 

resettlement program's intra-regionality. The present resettlement program wa th u n t 

planned one in its beginning. Besides, Protection of people (re ett ler and animal 

diseases was not given adequate attention. As a result, a considerable am unt th 

was destroyed in the resettlement villages at Dubbuq and Ashu Ku ·aye. 

m 

r 

r m 

In the recent resettlement program resettlers were moved from di fferent z ne r r lII io t 

Wollaga - Sire Dooro site in the 2003 program.The current re ettlement pr ram ha 

attracted pepole from other subregions of Oromia and people who do n t bel n t th 

indigenous population have also been given land in the present re ettlement ite I pra ti . 

agriculture. The traditional practice of land ownership of the Oromo wa po 

based on kinship relations among the same ethnic group members. 

The beginning of the present resettlement program in 1995 E.C(2003 Gc) wa a ru h h ur 

act. In some of the areas, the implementation of the program was by sigsaga'- ie, b in ertin 

individual or group of resettlers wherever there was open land. Boqo ite wa aband n d b 

the Harar resettlers in Gidda Wereda of East Wallaga because of similar rea on . 

The aim of the resettlement program is also to enable the land hungry people to ha 

and to become food secure. 

land 

h d b th e ho ta ed ~ r at 
According to the guidelines, the resettlers in the program a to eo . 

I I· h b e does not include the e 'p nen 
east three years under relief aid. The po ICY, t ere or , 

. . . . d . the succe of the indi idu I 
resettlers in agricultural actlVltIes which etermmes 

considerably. The aim of the resettlement program, on the other hand, 

resettlers to be food secure in a 



period of three to five years. Some of the resettlers th h . . , e yout In part l ul ar r in lu 
the program without an assessment of their experl'ence ' ~ . .. 

In larm act I Itl . 

Part of the resettlers were sent to Dubbuq from Boqo, (the site wh r th r 

Dooro were taken first) to see if the land was suitable for agriculture and th 

come to the new site and then the selected land was di vided among the r mainin r 

and each household was given two hectares. The remaining party with a n id r, 

contribution to the selection and preparation of the resettlement ite ar the r Itl r 

themselves. The resettlers in the study site explained that they arri ved in the re etllem Il t it 

some 8 months back in 2003, (199SEc) with other resettlers. 

The mission of the Rural Developmentand Agricultural Agency in relation t the re ttl m nt 

program was to help them with the agricultural activities to attain food elf uffi iell 

Harar resettlers were blamed for the female resettlers' , who didn 't a si t their hu band ill 

the farm. All Harar resettlers were Dramas, who spoke the same language a 

local people who were Wallaga Dramas. The pattern of agricultural acti vitie f th ' Ham 

resettlers in Sire Dooro was in complete contrast with those of both the Walla a r m and 

from those of Salale resettlers. 

The background of my informants shows that resettlers were forced to mo e in thi pr gram 

due to financial problems, and due to scarcity of land in their places of ori gin .It \ a thu 

difficult for them to be food secure and he moved to the present ite under th re III 

resettlement program. My observation has also indicated tbat a con iderab le num 

resettlers (l/3rd) in the village were food insecure. 

r f 

a 
The state according to Leymersa promised to support resettlers by gi ing rel i f aid. 

. b ' h Moshe was a re ettler \] h am fr m 
result, the resettlers in Qarsa failed to 0 tam muc . 

Harar 'Girawa / to Dubbuq in the present resettlement program. 

resettlers, who did not plant grain seeds on fertile pieces of land. 

Fir I th re \! er 



Other activities like fanning need such associatl'on ~ s or any LOrIn of 
resettlers in particular. 

The resettlers, therefore, were not skilled in the activites f ~ . b . o Larmmg y u m 

The behaviour of the resettlers was a mixed one. Almost all of the rc ettl r 

food ration. According to the knowledge of the informant th , e re I n 
aIlotted funds for the resettlement program. 

th r 1'1" n 

n. 

d m nd d th 

f ,. lII ia h d 

A considerable number ofresettlers in both viIlages still were looking ~ r tI d aid durin th 

time I was in the field. Besides, resettlers in the village of Ashu Ku ey in parti ul ar am 

to the present village when it was late to prepare the land for the crop and al th 

much of the crops for crop disease and wild animals. In general , therefor th 

resettlement program, and of course partly the scarcity of input wa affe tin 

the resettlement program. 

A considerable proportion of the resettlers at the two villages (A 'hu Kusa and ul bll7 

complained of the administrative office's decision to discontinue reli ef aid hil a 1,11' 1> 

number of resettlers (about one- third) were still experiencing problem . Man r til > 

resettlers are in problems of daily foods for there is shortage of grain. 

Generally, it seems that the contribution the smaIler tools have is undere timat ~ d in tbe 

resettlement program. Moreover, the oxen resettlers were given were not 

enable them to plough and prepare the land for crop plantation. 

Softening the fields was a problematic process for many of the resettler . The band t I u ed 

by the Harar resettlers were poorly designed. 

The resettlement program was a rush hour plan, primarily because the go eml11ent \! a 

compelled to carry out resettlement program that was started by the Harar peopl , \! h ha 
. I . II the zone of Or lII ia. It t th 

mIgrated in search of open land spontaneous y, 111 a 
. h hId may not yield ri h di i nd . resettlers a whole harvest season to reahze t at t e an 

impressions resettlers had was that the land would be prepared by u ing tra t r . 



implements were not available in the resettlement 't 
Sl e. The effon the r 

traditional irrigation system was not effective eith er. 
tt l 

poor site selection, which did not include soil testing, change of ite f r 
ttl m nt r m 

Boqo to Sire Dooro, which wasted the time and energy of resettler 
the re ttler xp ri n 

as farmers, some new type of crop diseases which the resettle h . . . r ave n t e p n n d In th Ir 
original sites were the commonest causes for the ~al' lure GI' tl . d 

Ii . ven le atlltu e n 

aid and lack of experience in agricultural activities, many resettler failed t pr du mu h in 

the harvest year. 

Absence of non farm activities in the site had influenced the financial apa ity r r Itl r 

negatively. The reconstruction of houses needed additional time, that wa mcth in that \ a 

not assessed by the resettlers previously_ 

Water was available in the resettlement site. The Harar resettl er at Dubbuq arc u in th 

water to soften the soil for ploughing. 

The young Amhara, lady came to he resettlement site with female child of tw t take h I[er 

in a village where Ahmed lives. After a very short stay with resettler , he ha b en taken a 

wifw by one of the Oromo Muslim resettlers in the village of Dubbuq . Thu ther ' i an 

indication for the absence of sanctions for inter-ethnic marri age in the tudy area. It i al a 

stratedy of survival the new comers have adapted in the present environment. 

Besides, the self-help associations so far established by the resettler did not in lude pe I I 

from the host community_ Whereas, Dubbuq resettlers are all Muslims. Hence, b cau fth 

religious similarities, the co-operation between the Salale resettlers i trong r \ ith the h t 

community in comparison to the Dubbuq resettlers. Resettlers at Dubbuq \J ere b e ed 

doing this on many occasions which I had observed during my fi eld work. ta Ii hin 

reciprocal help relations with the local population (borrowing and lending of mall r t I , 

Resettlers also borrowed tools from the neighbouring Amharas. Lack of e prien 

shortage of smaller tools like axes, are major problems re ettler are fa 

and th 

in h I 



from others in any form had been practiced by resettler in i,. 

observed requesting fellow resettlers to plow the land for her. 
D r .. II Id 

Marriage with women house hold heads is the type of h ' mec ani m om r 

Some resettlers had already started establishing marital relations with fell \ r 

\\ 

Since the area of the resettlement is rain fed, the resettlers have tart d u in Irad il i n I 

irrigation systems already, Small fields are irrigated by diverting tream in th Ih ill t 

of resettlement in Sire Dooro. 

Relationships for reciprocal help were also being established between re eul r and III h I 

community at Sire Dooro. Given the short duration of time the re eHler tay d t eth r ~ ilh 

the local people, it was not yet time to establish wider social relation wi th th mmunit , 

ResettIers, however, organize among themselves for increased labor in agri ull.u ral a ti iI i , 

and for building houses. This does not, however, suggest that there w uldn t 'an 

associations in the future between resettIers and the local people. The h rt peri d durin ' 

which I had been with the resettlers did not allow me to study the rea on 

Self- Help organizations between resettlers and the local people from a br ad p r p 

My observation does only include the way resettlers are trying to e tab li h re ipr 01 

relationships of cooperation in agricultural activities in the site. 

Previously, two types of resettlement were carried out in the present ite of ir Doora, Th 

spontaneous resettlement and government planed resettlement through which pe pie \! er 

moved to Wollaga from the neighboring Amhara regions of Gojjam and COlldor at di fTe renl 

times. The land, forests , water, which was the property of the loca l Oromo b ame a 

common property of of both the migrants and resettlers who are Amhara ' a re ult , th 

. . d b th . r cause for confli ct am n the cOmpetItIOn for resources was foun to e e maJo 
, , f1 t d ' the form of di pute 0 er irri a I populatIOn. The competitIOn has also been re ec e III . 

, . . ' I t 't g'ves service to b th th h t nd 
In the resettlement site. The clime III the resett emen SI e I 

, t be cause fo r conni t i minim I. 
the resettIers. Therefore, the possibility for the services 0 

d h b esource 0 er \ hi h i I n r 
On the other hand there is a case where Ian as een a r , 

out in the site 



The land was reserved for use in the resettlement program that wa b in arri d UI th n In 

the site. One of the local residents was trying to use the land by plou hin il durin Ih nl hI. 

Unfortunately, his activities were noticed by some resettlers who came in r up I 

him. The land was then given to resettlers for cultivation. 

Apart from this, the previous incidence is related with the quality of th I nd 1m I . 

Following the violence mentioned in the previous example for in tan ,all the adult m( I 

resettlers were digging the canal for the water to come to their farm fi eld . Thi 

the seriousness of the conflict is associated with not only the plot of land but ( I \ ilh Ih 

availability of water that can be diverted easily in the proximity to the farm fi Id . 



CONCLUSIONS 

The theoretical model of 'social capital'was used in the stud t c y 0 LOCU on adapta ilit t 
changing situations. Although Cernea's focus on 'RI'sk and R t . econs ructIon 

kept in mind. There will be risks as Cernea classifies into land Ie ne h n 

marginalization, social disarticulation, etc. at the time of any resettlement pro ramm that th 

aptitude of management of risk appears to be pivotal for sustenance of human b in . li en 

since the conclusion emphasizes the risk and management of risks through 

different levels in the focus of adaptability to new situation. 

ial pital t 

The resettlers faced a great deal of challenges in the new locality, starting fr m the pr blcm 

of housing to the agricultural activities. Some family members were left behind in (h pia e 

of origin because of their age and to take care of the property or resource what r th 

have. This also resulted in emotional stress in some of the resettlers in the new en ir nm nl. 

But the resettlers' adaptability together with the possibility to return to place 

visit the remaining household members has made the situation tolerable for them. Re ettl er 

also tried to form different associations at micro level. Some also tried to form ne\· famili 

through marriage in order to enhance labor support for farm and related activitie . 

The contribution of women in agricultural activities is minimal on the palt of women fr m 

Harar region while women from the other region make better contribution for agricultural 

activities in terms directly related activites. 

It thus seems that resettlers are not feeling secured in the new environment. The inadequa 

. . I b d fi 'al limitation are ome of th of technologIcal implements of agnculture, a or an mancI 

problems which still make them to set one of their legs on their native land . The frequent 

visits to their native land has enabled a good proportion of resettlers to survi e the finan ia l 

crisis by using products there and to visit family members. 

hal i . th icinity to the resettlement ite. 
Harar resettlers also bring Chat from an area m e v .. 

ttlers as stimulant and It I 
an item (a cash crop) which is also used by Harar rese .. , 

f H I A t'vities in the site. The a tl Itl e an th 
as an offer to guests in Reciprocal Sel e p c I 



extraordinarily long trip made to make this item available has help d th H 

maintain the relationships in places of origin and which th '11 b . ey are st! ankm n. 

At micro level, resettlers have their associations among themselves to upp rt in th Ii 

crisis situation particularly during death. The people from the village are ga th red thr u.h 

that mechanism and come forward to help the person in times of need. 

The relationship at macro level, is yet to be clearly seen as the antagoni m n 

the resettlers and the previous occupants, which is mainly due to agricultur I rc ur eland. 

People knew as it seems, to be playing hide- and -seek seen in terms of the rclati n th 

have established though no major conflict has erupted so far. 

Some isolated case of co-operation has also been evidenced to exist betwe n re ttl r and 

former occupants. Some kind hearted men come forward to help individual in time r ~ d 

crisis, and in agricultural activities. Some resettlers need those type of a i tan du t 

scarcity of food aid and lack of skills needed for agricultural activili e in th n'~ 

resettlement site. Some even neglect their own duties for survival and a i t fell w re elt ler 

in the farm activities. But such activities and assistance are only casual. 

On the whole, the social capital which is adapted as the basic coping mechani m reall a 

matter to be highlighted. 

The resettlers do not lose or distance their previous relationship and at the ame time, th 

also weave the new network of social relationships in the present situation. But the de r 

balance between the two settings requires time to be studied in the future. 

f 



Recommendations 

1. Clear information about the amount, type and the duration of relief aid h uld n t 

the resettlers in the program quite earlier so that misunderstanding bet\. een th m nd th 

implementers could be minimal. 

2. Local officials, wereda administrators and other officials need to be trained t n I 

them to decide on matters like distribution of input and relief aid ba ed n uid lin 

which are not rigid. There needs to be conditional flexibility of uideline 

implementation of resettlement programs depending on field situation . 

r 

3. If resettlement programs are planned to include disabled individual ther ha 

provisions in the programs according to special interest of the ubje t und r 

consideration in each particular situation. Adaptation is difficult to di abl d per f1 

particularly. 

4. Recruitment principles for resettlement should include the experience of parti ipant a 

farmers in places of origin since the success of the program in general depend n the 

resettlers ' skills in agricultural activities. Provisions should be made in the p Ii 

train the less skilled resettlers before they engage in the actual work. 

S. Evaluation of the resettlement program should consider individual ituati n a \ II. It 

should not be an activity of averaging conditions in selected sites or village nl y. 

6. Preparation for implementation of the resettlement program should con ider rclat d 

issues like availability of market for products, existence of causes for crop failur 

availability of social services like roads in particular. 
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Numb r 
Pseudonym Age Sex M Succe ase Place of Religion Reason for Product- f child-

Ful, 8q Origin resettlemer ivit ren 

arital 

Status 

Kamusbare 50 M married Harar Islam Scarcity of ? 5 
land 

Dessiechew 36 M marrid NR Christian- NR NR ? 
ity 

Leymersa 24 M Single Salale Christian- Father's de, Failed -

ity Scarcity of -2.5 qui 
nd 

Oxen fe-

rtilizer 

Isbu 30 M Married Harar Islam Scarcity of Failed ? 

Hail tone 

Moshe 30 M Married Harar Islam Scarcity of Succe - I 

Ful, 8quil 

) Amaaro 57 M Married Harar Islam Land Degra Succe s- ? 

Dation, seal Fu l, lIqu 

1 Rahmid 58 M Married Harar Islam Scarcity of Failed I 

3.5quint 

I Abdulkali 47 M Married Harar Islam Scarcity of Success- 3 

Ful, llqu 

j Haldeaf Single Harar Islam Unemploy- Failed -
28 F 

ment 

10 Ahmed Harar Islam Scarcity of ? 
56 M Married -

11 Salamanca Harar Chritianity Scarcity of Moderate ? 
50 M Married --



-Tarre 34 m Married Salale Christiani Scarcity of 6.5 quints - i-Mokal 58 M Married Salale Islam Land Degra Moderate " hil 

r n 
- Gilba 29 M Single Wollaga Christianity NR NR il 
- Ithima 50 M Married Rrar Islam Scarcity of Failed I 
- Kanzali 16 F Married Rarar Islam Parent's NR -

dependant 
- Beyahim 39 M Married Rarar Islam Scarcity of Succe 2 -

ful L t ne 

JAssa 57 M Married Wollaga Christianity NR NR NR 

Fek'sha , 40 M Married Wollaga Christianity NR NR 3 

Brali 49 M Married Rarar Islam Scarcity of not fo d C( 7 

Ressie 27 M Married Salale Christianity Scarcity of not food C( ? 

Mofeera 
1

29 M Married Salale Christianity Scarcity of not food e( I 

Dawit 43 M Married ? Christianity NR NR NR 



The Nature of the Interview Que tion Informant w r mad to 

respond to in the Field Work 

1. Questions the response of wh ich c uld nabl th 

resettlers as farmers. 

2. Questions that could help to bring out the r al au 

(drought, famine, war, land degradation p pu lati n I r 

3. Questions that could help to exp lain th attitude r the r 

culturally di ffe rent people in the loca lity. 

ttl r m in th 

liti al m 

4. Questions that enable one to explain th attitude r th re ttl r t " ard th 

th 

genera l and to the opportunity to retain the pI' pelty in pia ngln r thr ' ' <W i, t 

the chance of return i ng home, the horta e f r Ii f a i d th dura ti 

provided, etc. 

5. Questions about how resettler woul d feel ab ut the mm n u ' ith th . I all l ulali 11 

of the social services made ava il able fo r the program. 

6. Questions about the conflict between the loca l farmer and th ne m r Inn' r lh e 

villages (Ashu Kusaye). 

7. Questions that could enab le the field worker t explain the capa th 

program locall y. 

8. Questions that could help to fi nd out the attitude f the r enl r a ut nVlr nm mal 

protection, the use of commercia l ferti li zer etc. 

9. Questions about the type of co-operation re ettler ta bli hin \ ith the I 

communi ty. 



10. Questions about the type of 0 ial rani ti 11 lh n '\ m r 

It. Investigation about the type of elf-h Ip a iati n (; . 

12. Examination of the social organiza ti n am up III -in lu in m rn 

13. Questions that could help to determin th attitud 

previous occupants. 

impl m nt r r ' ttl r: end th ' 

14. Questions that could help to determine the fc lin all th 

their respective languages in elementary cdu ati n. 

ml11uniti c ha LIt th us ' 

15. Questions that help to see re ettlers' hope ab ut th pI' pc t 

16. Questions that could help to know ab ut th ti c thc nc 

respective family in place of origin ., etc 

It I m n t I r 'ra 111 . 

m r till had ith th ir 
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~ - i ) 
Tri p to the resettlement site fr 111 kiro llw " ith a guid 



o · , 
I \ l \. L -t. - 9-
Participation in a wedding feast with the local Amharas in Sire Dooro 



J l .' ?-\/ l\ l ( -, ) 
A recently diverted water for irrigati on in KUTTJ vill age of A HU KU. 11 YE 
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i Activities of threshing by the local Qromo 
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Diverted water for irri gation in Ashu Kusaye 
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\y \C'-i ~ - CO ., ~ :/ 
In a family of Amhara settlers in Ashu Kusaye (kulti GeOl'gis) who w re just e Ing u off li n lunch 



'v({ct2- '1 
Female house hold members taking part in the activities of threshing 



,1". i' ( ,","\ 

\-" vil \. - 6 
Participation of the local Oroma women in Agricu ltura l (threshing) activiti es . 



Threshing being done by both male and female house hold members in a village near 
Ashu Kusaye 


