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An understanding of a writer ' s socio- political milieu 

is essential for the ove r all ::tp;')reci;:,tion of his work . The 

socio-political milieu th ~t surrounds a writer is the source 

of the content m8.tter he uses. It 2.1so explains whv a g iven 

author reB.cts as he does tr; his enviromnE'nt. 

The reactions to a given socia-political mil ieu can 

be expressed in ths form of satire. Haddis Alemavehu a lso 

used satire to critioize his society . 30cj~1, political, 

religious and moral crib CiSl~!S ~r(: some of the major themGs 

that recur in his work. 

Authors in f';eneral ap:)caJ:' to t ake a posit i ve and 

progressive stand. But 8. cle,se anCtl'(sis 0f their works reveals 

some of them as being hplf-he ::trted i~ their dedication for 

the welfare of the oppressed m8SSCS. Some , like Haddis 

Alernayehu, want a grD.dual ch.:n[;e ,:ic.h"ut uprooting the 

established system . 

'rhe seemingly clear casire for chan!".e can be seen in 

t h e works of many authors. Hovievcr, t rw "ray they So about 

that change ano what they vlant to replace in the chanfced 

systems become vague and hazy as one looks closely into their 

work's . Thev tend to forfTet (;h(! 0') jecti ve realities and 'become 

utopians . Raddi s "',lemayehu is ('He of them. 
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I N T ROD U C T ION 

This thesis , based on Ato Ho.ddis Al emayehu ' s tl'TO 

novels, a fable and two non-fictional works , is of three­

fold purpose . In the fir st ·p lo.c c , studies about Hnddi s 

Alemayehu a s an autl10r Rnd his ~jorks have barely come 

out as a coherent whole . Some master ' s theses , a nlUnber 

of senior essays and a f ew mimeogr aphed papers have tried 

to d eal wi th different aspects of his works. Narration 

techniques , f i gures of speech us ed , characteri zation , 

conflict and comparative analyses with other Ethiop i an 

novelists are some of the topics for these studi es . They 

are not all-encompass ing and tend to be fragmentary ! 

Other local "critics" , few in numbor have put forward 

contradictory opinions about this author and his works. 

On the other hand scholars from abroad, like ThoBas Kane 

and Reidulf l'101vaer have tried to do Haddis Alemayehu and 

his works some justice. This study, then, is a modest 

a ttempt to g ive a deeper insight into the mind of the 

autl10r and the es s ence of his wo rks i n a more comprehen-

sive manner. 

Secondly , in view of the fact that Haddi s Alemayehu 

is still alive, no one has , so f ar , taken the t rouble to 

intervi ew and get the personal opinion of the author about 

his world outlook in general and his own works in particular. 

To this end , an interview has been conducted with Haddis 

Alemayehu to e licit his general outlook. The t ext of this 

extensive intervi ew is herewith appended with a brief 

autobiography in the author's own handwriting. 
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Lastly, it has remained a "miracle" that HadcJis 

Alemavehu was tolerated by the oppressive rer,;ime of the time 

and all owed to remain a member of the very ruling class which 

he apparently ridiculed ana despised. So the "secret ll of , 

his survival, in the face of apparent "disl o:;ralityll to his 

class, wil l be examined b~iefly . 

Of his five books to date, three are creative works of 

Ii terary merit. Teret II-eret Yemeseret (101 P. ),1 ti t ti t 

~iJD () i t I, published in 1948 E.C ., is a book of fables . I n 

this collection of animal stories _ a relatively new ge=e 

in written Amharic literature Haddis Alema:'ehu has skill-

fully managed to subtly criticize the feuda l society in which 

he lived and the hurran race in £"eDcral . Hic two novels , li'iker 

Esgue I'lekabir (552 pp.), Ifl. ~C {)()h (]V .mCI , (love unto death) 

and 1,.Jonllelegnaw Dagna (536 pp .)'I(lnP'i\ ~ (T]. 'l~1 , (the 

criminal jUcJV,99 , were published in 1958 and 1974 E.C., 

resppctively. The f ormer of the b,lO novels cent er's around a 

love story of two young people of different social statuB. 

In this widely acclni ffied and IIt',e longest novel in the 

history of Amharic literature II :1 the artist lays ba:re the 

grim realities of the past feudal Bthiopia . Hence, lithe 

first realistic novel 112 • Wcn.ielegn3.w Dagna revolves around 

the life of a young couple of different classes, and mos tly 

1!"lengistu Lemma , IIIntroc~.uction to !"lodern Ethiopian 

Literature ll (Stockholm African-Scandinavian Writers ' 

Conference, 1967), P.4 . 

2n'k' T 1 -, 
( £1 lre 0 oS,3a, Heal] SJ'l and ,.mharic Literature 

,Brem cn:R~emen University. 1983J;P.183. 
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deals with the corrupt ion of government offi c i als at al l 

l eve ls. I n the same work , the author crit icizes those 

educated Ethiopians who have nob l e ideals while at school 

and who swell the rank of the exploiters the moment they 
• 

hold government posts. 

The blo non- fictional works by the author are : 

Yetimi hirtina Yetemaribet Tirgum (125pp .) / ?t~vCt~ vt Q6 

()t tc 1-0'/, (the meaning of educat ion and school) , pub li-

shed i n 1948 E.C. and Ethiopi a Min Ayinet Astedader Yesfe ­

liga tal ?(82 pp.), ht 9>?ig 0'1 ~£ It Mlt'iQC .\'t'l6'.t'l J;I't'l? / 

(what type Of govermment does Ethiopia need? /, publi shed 

in 1966 E .C. The first of these deals with the role of 

education and school in modern society in genera l and 

goes on to d i scuss the type of schools and educat ion 

Ethiopi a needs. In the second book , something of a 

pot entia l polit i cal pamphelet , Haddi s Alemayehu puts 

f orward his opin ion on t he type of government modern 

Et liop i a needs for i ts rapid development. 

The ma i n body of the study i s divided into three 

chapter s and a conclusion . In chapter onothe socio-

'i fir 

politica l milieu of Haddis Al emayehu i s scrutini zed so as 

to provide the reader with the background of the author 

as a person and ae an artist . It is hoped that this chapter 

will enable the reader to see into the circumstances under 

which Hadd i s Alemayehu wrote . Further more, this chapter 

i s the place to see why Radd i s Alemayehu expressed himse l f 

as he did and not otherwise . 
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In the second chapter, endeavours arc made to bring 

to light how Haddis Alemayehu reacted to the socio-political 

milieu thAt engulfed him . Hi s attempts to criticize society __ 

the feudal one in Particular-- i n the soc i al , political, 

religi ous and moral spheres are examined. 

Chapter three is where the author- critic l1addis 

Alemayehu is judged for " .. hat he really is. 'l'he depth of 

his criticisms , the type of change he aspires after for his 

country and the solutions he suggests to rectify the ills 

of society are discussed. And in the concludi ng part , the 

salient points raised i n the previous chapters are SQmIDar­

ized with a brief analytical supplement from the researcher. 

Much has been written on Haddis Alemayeh and his works, 

though in bits and pieces. The ",'I'i ter of this study has 

tr i ed to scan through all the literature he could lay his 

hands on concerning Haddis hlemayeh's works to form a fair 

opinion about this author and to reach a valid conclusion . 

«,uotations found inihe study are mostly from llmharic 

sources for Haddis Alemayehu writes in hmharic . The resear­

cher has done his best to make translations as close to 

the original as possible . Furthermore, to let the Amharic/ 

English reader see and appreciate the author ' s work in the 

original , the Amharic versions of the quoted materials are 

included in the research. But the interview with the author 

is presented In English though the actual interview lvaS 

in Amharic. 
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Besides being suggestive to future generations of 

authors as how to react to their surroundings , this humble 

study, the r esearcher feels, might be a kind of rudimentary 

foundation upon which future critics could build better re­

search methods on Ethiopian literature . It is also the 

sincere feeling of this researcher that in the process, 

prospective writers will gain valuable insights from the 

works of Haddis Alemayehu which are drawn on his wide and 

rich experiencee 



C H AP T E R I 

HADDIS ALEMAYEHU A:' D HIS SOCIO- POLITICAL MILIEU 

Literature is the r efl ection , and at the same time 

the product, of a given society ' s economic, cultural and 

socio- pol i tical l evpl of development . That i s why the 

artist and his socio- politica l milieu need to be illlderstood 

for a fair analysis of particular works and the gener a l 

appreciation of literature . A gl i m; m into the norms of 

the divided and highly stratified feudal Ethiopian society 

and the back- ground of Haddis Alemayehu will provide a 

deep insight into his works and his beliefs concerning 

thi s society. 

naddis Alemayehu was born in 1906 E.C. and brought 

up in Gojjam , wher e he received his traditional church 

education . After master ing his Zema (religious music) , 

he went to such places as Debre i-lork , Debre Elias and 

Di mma Giorghis for his Qene (traditional poetry) . As a 

result of all this training, Hadd is achieved a high degree 

of mastery in the Amharic l anguage . Consequently , the l an­

guage used in all his works is simpl e , clear and rhythmic ; 

understood and r elished by the old as well as the young . 

This deep knowledge of the Amharic l anguage , which resul ted 

from his traditional education background, has been acc l a imed 

by fellow Ethiopian classical church student s . One of these , 

a fellow artist and classical church student Mengi stu 

Lemma, has commented : 
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He owes his gre 8 t mastery of Amharic lRn tJ;u age and 

in refinement in it to 3
the good classical background 

he has of Qene poetry. 

Upon vraduating from Qene school (at the Rge of 

twelve), h e came to Addis Ababa to pursue his modern educa­

tion. He first joined the Swedish Miss ion School , which 

he attended for two years. He then went to the t~en Tef~ri 

Mekonnen School (now Entoto comprehensive High School ) 

where he stayed for four years. 

Until the 1928E.C Italian war of invasion , Haddis 

had been a teacher, a customs inspector and a school director. 

When war broke out, he left his post of teachin~ at Debre 

Markos and joined the liberation army, of Ras Imiru, Governor 

General of Gojjam at the time and moved to Shire front in 

Tigre . 

In 1929 E.C. he WaS captured by the Italians along 

w-'.th Ras Imiru and many other Patriots. He waS a prisoner 

of war in Italy for more than seven yeflrs. Returninc; to 

his country, he worked in the Ministries of Inform2tion and 

Foreign Affairs for a short vlhile . From 1937 B. C. to 1959 

E . C. he served his country in different capacities in the 

foreign service . These included councillor to the Ethiopian 

embassies in Jerusalem and London, l eader of the Ethiopian 

delegation to the World Teleco=unications conference -leld 

3Mengistu Lemma, Loc. Cit . 



3 

in Atlantic City (U . S.A) in 1939 E.C., First Secretary to 

the Ethiopian Embassy i n iJ8 shington and Ethiopian Amba.ssador 

and UN Representative in New York. The year 195J E .C ter-

minated his long services abroad . 

Back a t home he was , till 1961 E.C., Minister of 

National Pl anning and Development. He was then appointed 

memben of the Senate of Parliament, where he remained till 

the outbreak of the Revolution . In 1966 E.C. , on the 

request of the people of GOjjam , the Provisional Military 

Government appointed naddis Alemayehu to the ne~ly formed 

Advisory COlmcil. He worked there until 1968 E . C., Ever 

since, he has been living as a pensioner" 

Haddis Al emayehu is a man of two world3 : the 

traditiona l and the modern. This advantage enab l ed him 

to be an all-round individu!1l, capable of comment i n[,; on 

both worlds. His knowl edge i s based on first hand inform­

ation acquired through long and varied experienc e . The 

way he goes ab out imparting his knoHledge and experiences 

makes him "a master at telling a good stor y in very beautiful 

Amharic. ,A 

The bare knowledge of Haddi s a lone will not suffice 

for a critical appreciation of his works. This kno1flledge 

by itse lf will not be enough to t hrow light on the nature 

of hi s criticism. A glimpse, t hough a bri ef one, into 

4Rei dulf K. Molvaer , Tradition and Change In Ethiopia 

(Leiden : E.J . Brill, 1980), p .14. 
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his socio-political milieu will be ln Keeping with the 

work at hand. 

Haddis Alemayehu's Ethiopia as reflected in Fikir 

ESque Mekaber was a highly stratified society, comprising 

an qristocracy , landed gent ry, clergy, soldi ers, 

craftsmen, peasants and slaves . Though we categorically 

talk of fedual Ethiopia, there are ample proofs to sho,"l 

thRt there WqS also domestic s l avery during tho early rule 

of Haile Selassie. Besides the author ' s admiss ion of sec ing 

a slave market in Gojjam in the years immediately bofore 

the It81ian invasion, Christine Sandford asserts that "there 

has never been any concealment of the facts of domestic 

slavery in Ethiopiao,,5 

Uncountable brutalities, received by slaves of 

different countries in different ages , have filled volumes 

of history books. The fate of slaves in Ethiopia-though 

the system persisted into the early years of tho twentieth 

century- was not well known to the outside Iwrld. Even in 

the country, only those who are old enough to have witnessed 

the reality know the details. Haddis Alemayehu is one of 

these ind i viduals, and as such he has portrayed the lives 

of the Ethiopian slaves at r;reat length in Fikir Esgue 

Mekaber. Only one who , like Haddis Alemayehu , has lived in 

a slave- owning society could portray th8 bitter anguish , 

5Christine Sandford , Ethiopia Under "iaile SClnssie 

(London: J .M. Dent nnd Sons Ltd., 19465, p . 56 . 
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the sordid reality of a system that negates tho laws of 

social nature to the very core. Following is one among the 

many vivid portrayal s by Haddis : 

The joy of a s l ave couple i s onl y during love­
making, not after giving birth to a child! 
A slave couple cannot count on their children when 

they a r c tired, sick or old! The motherhood of 
a slave woman is till she gets pregnant, t ill sh e 

gives b irth to her child, till she nurses him with 

her milk and till the child i s able to eat food . 
After that , she i s no more the mother of her child . 

Aft er that , botg mother and child a r e the propert y 

of their owner ! 

The f eudal ~ystem which prevailed in Ethi op i a upto 

the second ha lf of this century-right upto the outbreak 

of the Revolut ion of 1974- W3S the worst of its kind . The 

syotem was headed hy abso lute mon"rchy , surrounded by 

i gnorant f euda l lords. This class \"laS a parasitic one , 

backward and inept in ,its l eadership. Nepotism rather than 

merit was the basis of self- advancement . iherefore, intr-

igue-in the palac e as "re l l as at tho other c enters of 

local power- was a wa.y of economic [\TId politicCl l life . 

The masse s !,ho wer e the sole source of labour were vicicu-

s ly exploi ted , oppressed and kGpt in utter i gnoranco D.nd 

f ear of the ruling class. The church, in as much as i t 

WaS th e ally of the ruling c l qss , S8W to it tha t the masses 

a cc ept ed this state of things "s a univers8 1 l al. of natur e 

set by the heavenl y powers . The maSses had no- wher:e to 

turn to , but remained exposed to continous poverty , disease 

and untold afflications . 

6Haddis Alemayehu as quoted by Fikire Toloss 2 , p . 195. 
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This system which was ste,gnant and dull , deprived 

the masses of a meaningful life on earth and forc 8d them 

(with the help of the church) only to long for a better 

life aft er death. Coupled with this , the low economic 

leve l resul ted in a very low culture . The culture of 

the Ethiopicm f eud a l society waS over - burdened by superst ­

itious and awkward religious beliefs detrimental to material 

as well as spiritual growth of the people at l arge . Haddis 

Alemayehu i s a product of that soc iety, in a s much as he 

waS born and brought up in it . l'1ost of his life .ms 

engulfed by that society . As a result, he waS ab l e to 

thoroughly analyse , it, which "ronld have been R difficult 

task for a person' with a shallo\" knowledge of tho l ['nd tenure 

and the r e l a tionships it ent a il ed . 

What Haddis has striven to bring out in a sntirical 

and humorous way-- the plight, ~bject oppression and 

exploitat ion of the peasants-- has been succinctly observed 

by peopl e like Ge orge Lipsky and John l'1arkakis, vlho have 

thoroughly ana lysed the l and tenure of f euda l Ethiopia 

in their books . 

The atrocities of the feudal lord s i n both Fikir Esgue 

l'1ekaber and INO •. j .. l egnaw Dagna are uni que expos itions. The 

cruel and inhuman \-lays in which Fi tawrari l'1eshcsha treats 

his servants, his peAsants and his l e ss fortunat e fellow 

men in general is appalling . Fi taw["r::tri Dagnachevl Farris I 

greed for lnnd and property , h i s disrespect for l aw , his 
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tot a l independence and arrogance comes out vividly V1C the 

artistic pen of H8 ddis . Nowhere e l s0) in the history of 

Ethiopian literature WAS this Rchieved . In these two 

novels, Hadd i s hqs masterful ly woven together "m v.rtistic 

narrat ion with CJ a i ghly documented descript ion of t he 

f eudal s ocia l s tructure . In Hadrlis Al emayehu ' s works , 

espec i a lly in Fikir Esque l"Iekaber, " specia l emphasis i s 

l a id on the suppression, explo i tcltion and evil s of feudal 

order .,, 7 

In the womb of this same feudal system , the c;erms of 

c l1pitalism were sprouting . T)-1c offspring of tho SD.mo not or­

iousfeudal lords of the old order were s t arting to turn the 

f eudal system to capitali sm by mechanizing the :?gricultural 

sector and indulging i n commerce and industry . The country 

begqn to see exploita tion of diffe~ent cqliber . T 1.0 sklrp 

rise of the price of cash crops on the wor l d market lured 

these s em i -feudal and semi-capitalist exploiters to uproot 

the peasants qnd utilize their l "nd for commerci[ll o.gr icu­

Iture . This force~multitudes of job16ss ~eR sant s to swell 

the rl1ilks of the unemployed . 

The city bour geoi s i e , who were striving to establ i sh 

thems e lves as industrialist s , took adVantage of the dirt­

cheap l abour qt their disposal to amass huge fort lmes . 

As a r esult, the gRP be t vJeen the agr icultural -; capital i s t 

7Zerihun , Asf~w "The ~i terp.ry Styles, of Haddi s Alemayehu 

and Ba'llu Glrma' (Unpubllshed Master ' s 'rhesis , Add i s Ababa 

University , June, 1983), p. 11. 
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and the city industrialist on the one h~nd, and the poor 

peasants and factory workers on th,] other, WBS so ',Tide 

thBt, in re'Ollity, the propertied classes and the labour­

ing masses were citizens of the SGme country in name only . 

This new and hitherto unseen type of m8terialsistic drive , 

this limit l ess greed to amHSS lvealth , which Haddis witnes-

sed in the years immediately before the Revoltution, forced 

him to criticize it vehemently via H d'ary of one of his 

Q.V i t<;' havm, SAl un;t-9' it, ~O!!vnt 1: "'C' £ 'ES''f 

11M! ." ow n ? i6 co n' 'l.LJ 'r LM -109' 01l N t n Mj 'faJ.: 

Q.U it, ~O!J.(1) i'l £ c). h aD m , JA l Ufl;t-?D it I1A LJ i Q.V 

i t·~ Aag1'4. tn, tiS ,I'!\(I)., U{i;t-9' It 0!J1'4. t ,l'l1li'l 

Ji'l: : 

As poverty and excessive wealth are s ocia l disseases, 

both should be avo ided for the welfare of society. 

Since excessive wealth begets poverty, such wealth 

should be done away with so as to get rid, of 
poverty . 8 

('J> . .. . . .. -

Haddis has never been far from the Imperial court . 

He knew the court people in and out . He knew about their 

little feuds, jealousies and unscrupul ousness to grasp as 

much land as possible. As a cabinet minster , he observed 

the day to da;)' life of government officials. He haS come 

to see how unjust nnd corrupt they were . Hence , such 

comments in th~ mouths of his characters: 

8Haddis AlemRyehu , vlon,jelegnaw D)gna 
Kuraz Publishinr ~gency, 1974 E.G. ,po 

(Addis Ababa : 
179. 
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nH.J I) e ?Ji.iDt .~lt 'f 1 

GO TrI • .• n tliao n t 111 C n m.l fl e 1\ 

\ (]).: : U! ()(]). 

1'1111 iD fll'r 

11 e '1'C 9" ! n n- ~1l (un Ji.9" 11 n 'i'9" (ll ?G!l.n I) ? Mll il! 

••• On top of th,t ••• i t i s our l and to govern. 

Eh! A pe rson . . • in a place where he i a to govern 

though he doesn ' t ask for , is given all the same! 

Nowhere do es one eat while an officia l s i ts by !9 

The inhuman treatment doled out to the masses , were 

not only by the f eudal l ords and the government officials • 

• 
The position of the Ethiop i an k ings and their atL itudes to-

wards thc; ir subjects hewe been kecmly observed by Hadd i s 

Al emayehu: 

• • 9111'" iflC •.• U'Hfl h ()fl), \t rDQ n1()r'\t Q<::: :tj 

t().l lH 11Q.C" t1 (i: t · iGDt t ?()(]). \t aofl i> lC;- flfl?l 

lJ.1'r t t ?aqenl) \lC nt1 t tll( tQ if fl.'t i\1,UJ. ?"'J.1Ii 

JDlJ ~1 ?(]I;- Jr'\entc;- 1"}UJ.9" Jl nJI1> Qn ?ClJ.()lnt H'l, 

\ (1j. ! •• " 

••• A king ' s f east •• • is il means by vlhi ch subjects 

go down to the level of "nima l s , ge t beaten , for­

feit their humqn dignity 2.nd rights, eat what i s 

unedible, despised and abused to sho\.; tlBir ob ed­

i ence to the king and ther e by the ki ng i n turn 

see these and gets satisfaction ! .o.1 0 

Coupled with the exa l ted pos i t ions Haddis enjoy ed , 

his western eduaation and d i plolat ic service put their 

unmistakable mark on his out look in genera l and his 

cri tica l ",-orks in particul/1.r . As 8 result , he hRS been 

able to comment on the pro s ,,-nd CO.ClS of modern educD.t ion. 

9Ib id., p. 189 . 

1°.rbid., p. 454. 

r)'" - -
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The po litical satires in his fables Rre the outcome of a 

de ep political ans l ysis. One of the rcm,~rks in his small 

book , Zthiopia Min Ayinct Lstedader Yesfeligatal? , mQY 

suffice to show the depth of his politic~l maturity: 

Ethiopia should .qvoicl a policy that is not believed 

to enhance its peace and that of the peoples of 

the world at large _ should not take a side that 

1ifill benefit one governmsnt and hurt another . In 

other words , it should not t~~G a stand thQt will 

show it as a tool of others . 

The significance of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church , 

its SOCiRl, political and economic influence WaS far- reaching 

for c enturi8s . .Ih,t De Lacy 0 ' Leary s"ys about the Ethiopian 

church is very much true, but it i s not the whole truth . 

According to him : 

The history of Abyssinia i s mainly that of its 
church, as the church has steadily held together 

what has otherwise been a collection of independent 

nob l es, each with his own following and often at 
war with his neighbours .1 2 

Haddis Alemayehu knoVis better , From his upbringing, 

traditional church education pnd soc ial encounters with 

r el i gion , h e knows that the church Wa.S what 0 ' lseClry says 

11Haddis Alema:Tp.hu, Ethiopia Mi n Ayinet Astedader 

Yasfeligatal? Cldd'.s Ab[1ba : Br ehane Selam pp ., 1966 . 
E . C.), p. 65. 

12 De Lacy 0 ' Leary, l'he Ethiopian Church eNe1'J Haven : 

HRHE lress, 1982), P. 7. 
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and much more. The church h"s stood by the s ide of the 

nobility, l anded gentry--the oppre s sors Flt l~rgo. Tho 

church decided the soc i ..,l norms and moral behaviour of 

i ts flock. Ther e were no walks of lif e where the influe~ 

nce of the church WFlS not f elt . Literature was no excoption. 

The '",eight of centuries of pietistic literatur~ 
designed to sav~ the erring s oul by praising the 
Good censuring the Bad impose on the Fluthor, even 
the most modern , the obligation to include ~t 
least something in hi s work that .,ill show he is 
still mindful of tradition.13 

As Haddi s Al omayehu ' s work i s the net result of the 

sociFlI-political mi lieu of bis time , the church' s foot 

print is visible in his works too. 

This wide sea __ the socia-politica l milieu of his 

time thqt engulfed him and in which he tried to swim to 

the best of his qbility without sinking , was tho raw 

mate r i al for his works . Today , an underst ari i ng ' of t hat 

mil i eu shoul d be the basis for any critical appreci, tion 

of Haddis Alemayehu ' s works; the l a ck of "hich v!ould 

result in bias sed and erroneous conclusions . 

13Thomas L.Kane , Ethiopian Literature in Amharic 
(\viesbaden : Ott o Harrassol'ritz, 1975), p.291 



CHAPTER II 

HADDIS ALE1'lAYEHU ' S REACTION TO .IHS SOCIO-POLITICAL MILIEU 

Different people r aBct to a given situation in 

different w-:..ys ; authors are no ecccepti ons . Some authors 

seem to side with whoever is in pOl'lGr , no m"tter what his 

ideology is . They do not pause to consider the fate of the 

ordinary citizen under the regimes they praise; they l et 

their pens serve the causes that are expend i ent , not 

necessarily the right. Others SBe the reality but strive 

to hide from it by taking to alchchol or even stopping 

writing completely . 

Handis Alemayehu does not fall into either camp. He 

did not turn his back on the light of his people; nor did 

he try to openly maII:G the feudal-bourgeoisie r egime the 

cause of al l the faults. In as far as Raddis is a product 

of the socia- political milieu of his time , he has reacted 

to that milieu . His reactions ',.Tere I'lanifested in the form (': 

of criticisms . In order to criticize the society and the 

regime which was the cause for 8.11 the evi l practices 

prevailing In pr e-revolutionary Ethiopia , he turned to 

literatur e as the medium of his criticism . 

Like a ll regimes of its kind , feudal Ethiopia , was 

overf lowi ng with innumerable injustices . It was full of 

ridiculous social norms and mores. The masses were exploited , 

degraded and treated like beasts of burden . They could not 

marry 8.bove their station. Up to the Italian invasion , the 

feudal lords of central and Northern Ethiopia , would not 

tolerate their peasants and slavos dressing in the same 

type of clothing. Ive have few living elders who have 

witnessed ordinary citizens being punished 
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for bre"'l' ng "tp.J'1I p qu~ll' tv b"v~r[J. oP'c r8served for the [")0 18 . .. ~ , ., en,; v"_ 

Gnjoyment of the ruling cl .'18s o Until the turn of the: century, 

no self- respecting lord or any memb0r of the upper c l o.ss let an 

ordinary c i tizen go unpunished for not bF;h[lving in th~; "proper 

manner" whi l e in his presence . So, whom to marr y, \Ih,~,t to 

wear, wh'lt to dr i nk Rnd how to behavo in d ifforent situc.t i ons 

were dictAted to the mi sery- r i dden peasants . Still, t here waS 

no t ime >·!hen thi s absurd st"t,~ of affa i rs N?S plac i d l y 8ccepted 

by the m8sses o 

The railway workars ' strike of 1945, the 1961 polBce 

gu a r ds ' coup, the r ebel li on of Gojj<:tm pOAS'lnts i n protest 

').gninst heavy t~.xRt i on in 1969 and thl: movemGnts of progressive 

forces since 1968 are but '1 fe w e X'lmples of the relentless wnys 

in whi.ch the "'. ?,sse s ro, c tod 0 In ,3hort , wor);::ers , pe "s:~nts , 

soldiers And students hRv:, been " thorp in the flesb of the 

ruling clRSGo With the p~ssage of t im~, these forces b ecame 

more thn n [\ t h orn in the f l esh for the exploiters; for it WClS 

this spor qdic unrest "nd open rebellions e rrupting "-C different 

times and Dl c'ces th'1t culmin,~.t()d in the) Dupul.'lr R(-)volution of 

1974 . 

ProgressiVE-) v!riters >-Iho w.cl'e on the s i d e of the oppressed 

mas s es h,."d jo i ned f orces in exposin[; the; injustic es oJ.' the feuda l 

regi me . Among these who were ind i gn,nt -"t whnt they ,'Titnessea 

,,,nd who r esorted t o somE! sor t of protest li t8r;> ture is the nove -

l i s t ijBddis A1 Gmnyehuo In Dclwbc Seifu ' s Hords : 

Ha ddis Alemayel::tu thus t"kes '\ p o s itive , optimistic 
Cln~ profress i vc st"nd ,nd <:\ffirms th8 undying vita l ity , 
def iance , iMg. n ity 8nd 2ilitancy of tho p~~s~~ts in 
their des i re to rcstor~ th2 rights they heve lost to 
a ruthless feudAl este·blishmc.nt 014 

14D b I co · f "F f ' 1 ' " o e)c ~81 u, ro 1 e OJ the ~eqsGntry In ~thiopinn 
Novels", l'.socecd inp:s ()f. th() 1111 Intern~tion'11 Conference of 
Ethiopi" St ud i.e s, i m D Rubcnson, 'cd . (l'.'Jd i s .'\b-:;1) " : I n-sti tute 
of Ethiopi..,r Studi0S , 1984) , po 10') 0 ,. 
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ClRss strurrt;los aro tr:i 0,::;0rod by contradictions and 

these same contradictions art: fertile c;rounds for the ri.;e of 

art. Th" contradictionE1 liaddir; \Vi tr,e."3( d around hil" gav8 rise 

to his artistic creations. Novcrtheloss , class struggle did 

not 8ppeal to haddis AleI'JaYehu. In all his works he seems to 

favour the ;-lestern system of govcrnraent as opposed tn socialist 

democracy. At times, he even becomes utopiall. His opinions 

contained in his booklet, Ethior~ic1 bin Ayinet Astedaccr 

YasfAligatal? , are evidences tn tb, fact. In the light of the 

fact that hI' 1..ras pro-'tIestern and utopian, he seems to hc:vc. 

turned a critic; but obvi ously 1l0'C r8volutinnary. His criticisms 

were directed tOlvards th.o soci::ll, political, religious il':ld :r.:;or'l,l 

shortcomin,:::;s he '3D.W f-lrOlincl h-i.mo ~,;c 2~1-'.11 I!.ovJ focus OIl these 

crib cisms. 

2,1. 

Haddis Alem'l:Tehu reminiscC),'j Fl'Y>ut tro.r!i tion"l Ethiop i '?, • 

• At the same tlmA he cannot den:)' tl1(. fact thqt the culture of 

the pC!st has been abused by corlGervC.'.ti ve t-radi tional elcnents . 

The follovling darinf c()mment he T1~",kiJ,C: i n his novel, FiKer nsque 

l"lekaber , shows 'Ihnt he thinks of th, .'Jtructure of the feudal 

society in gene r a l: 

The structure of our society, its order, customs , 
traditions and laws werc nvt mClde like a living 
soclal system. They were rather mede lik e a 
li feless stone wall whose p ieces lie upon each 
other, the ones on top weighing hc')vilv on the 
one:s undern(;ath. And ;,f t~is contin].; SB for !', 
long tiFc, the ones undernEath will surely slip 
out and the whrle structure Vlill crumble unlec,s 
aild until15 living and hUln'1De soci...,.l order is 
form ed ••• ' 

h;'T :;;ikirp 'Yolossa, pp.191-192 
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This cri tical c OJ!l~"1entary of Ha(-!dic< Alemavehu, was a o' 

warning to the regimR of Haile ~e l a3sie, but it was not 

needed at the time. The result "as the crLl:l bling of the 

whole social structure as h e prelictect. Hadd is clearly 

points out and accepts the i nevitability of soc i a l changes . 

The irony of it is , thclt such Qn enli::>;htened author 

attributes the c;ui'lity of chan c;es _. their go('dness or b adness 

- to the actions of the members of society durinG their 

short stay in that society. So accord ine- to Haddis 

1,lem nyehu , i ndividuals c o.n deternline tho d 8st iny of n l tions . 

He expresses fe elinzs to thir; eff" ct time <'\Dd ap.; 9. in, esp<;cially 

in EthiopL'l. ]"j in J'Yinet Astedf.Ader. Y2sfelip;2tal? He links the 

uni ty and g l0rv of Lthiop i ~_ "lith tho oxif.tence of thE fcrr.ler 

E"I!peror . 

In his genera l criti~ism of soc i ety , h e d oes not 

cri ticize only those in th", uP-"o class. l!c pinches those 

in the lower stratum as well. The l avi sh marriage fe~sts , the 

backward custom of ccnsuming everythinG that helcn[s t o a 

dead nwn and lenviner his f'u;]ily de"t i tute , were normul phenol'lena 

in the feurial society and still a r' e to a certain extent . iIaddis 

ridicules such soc i ::ll norms by j--'r i n:; i l1C; them to light thus: 

4- 6 hr- tn t ~,/'I'!- :- "': At?' h t <;" 1 t r >" C' 
6TJ.iI 107 iJ \ 'F tl"f''' n""\ {lc'. 10 "'l H}: ;-, 2 'f A-7' :: 
Sl\ffIl. I]l)fl t N6 ufit h.l'Ant 1'1 HLAl n ~ 

[lll rJ) nilh..I'tl'l' PoLiI nl'1.V nl£?' ;t- I'r:'. n.nl\n.m 
(lj hr\I\o'f lJ.A- JC II ?nM' n ?rnrn- <Tt) 1'iI {\ J \,';}/ 

• 

As of the day of Farri ' s death that is ••• 
since yesterday, hi s .,L,e Clnd children 'have 
no s ay on hi2 p rop ert y . 1hei r riBht is to 
eat, drink and cr-;/ vii tll '"\11 the oth2rs 3S 

Farri ' s -property is lJroucht a l r.n: fror. e v ery­
where and consumed ~s you sce !1 6 

161 , . 1 D "b-7 MonJe egnaw agne , p . 
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The: social norn' prev8ntc' ViC f'mil v from doing an'r-

thing except cr~'ing., while the-ir l:i.velihood is CO!lsum(~d by 

loi terers. 

The society that Eaddis strivos to criticize was 

divided into two distinct groun,~. (In the one hand there \""n:: 

the pro1-'ertif'd clRss, the "hGves " nnd on the other hand 

the "beve-nots". ThoUEh the Cr89.1;cr p ur t of his social 

ori ticism i s clevoted to the fCl 1 dc,:' society , some of i t is, 

1:'owever , hurled at capi"'.'1.1ism which WJ.S in the m:1king to-

\'lards the finnl dClys of l!uile Selcss" e ' s rul e . 'J'he sum of 

th pse criticisms sho;'ls the con,'ep.;pt tl',c c e \"i th "pure blood" 

hgd for the .!orkin;;; cl a.:s . ~'hG r "uc.lr,l ~,rrog ''\Ilce th"t had 

' It ' s incrr,dible ! J'h·:; ',",ir c'0':,:3n ' t r8fusc to 
h eur !' S3.ys }I'it3wr3-ri He,,:hc::;;:l:3. ns he comes 
fro"' ol'tside. 

' ~hat else 11~ ·7e you hcnrrt t0d~y Qy lord? ' 
asks his hlife, Ay,..,ero Teruaynct Q 

' KeBnBzm~tch so-and-so '1.skud me for the hand 
of Sebl e Wonge:l for his SOll . ' 

" Nho"e son is Ker~nazr.l~tcb so - and- so himself? ' 

' He himself doesn ' t know his fatha r l e t alone I !' 

' This is an insult! ' s::cys \i,\'zero TcruaYlll't . ' 

un c'" t h d l' ~eru , ur uzmo. c so - an -so ;;:l.::L:eu me to m3.rry 
him with my daughter ! ' 

' Ilhose son is be, ny lord? ' 

' His fatller i s not 3 hUDon heinf. hlS father is 
R f"(rmer ! ' 17 

'Y Fikir2 Tolossu,p.185. 



H~ddi~ dn2S not sto~ ~t shcwinr th~ erronpous holiefs 

tl'e,S8 feudal Inrd,s herd 0 iie i'o.L>:, Le,,' to see how nae Olfl tbcir 

vision "mel shR.11m'! ",heir 'rn0;"1(;d'~'_ \12S through Gudu K~sso. , 

"the wise fool" 0 Gudu Ko.,ssa, .11lC is the Spokl,sn>3u of the 

opT'ressed in Hadr i s Ale;~'lye',u ' r. no"e1, Hikir j~sguc hoke,ber , 

and the JT!01lthpiecG of H:-;ddis hinself , unleashes his criticisns 

on the foud8.1 socir,ty in I;he 10110'!ing manner : 

• •• V<;' 1 t 71 '1"1 t C; pI h (\,(\.1'" l\ ~ 7lJ \ n t I'll" 1 

\ '),7 ~<;' 1 t ?;' n tqn 10 71£', i':.~7' ? 71 !it. 7 7' ? 71 e K 7'? 

~C; 1 t 1'1 J 71 elL M' ? M', n n(1 n 9' ? h e ttj;n? 71 e l O!J 9" ? 

?<;' 1 t h'l' 1 the \ 7r?"? 71 e n nU"? 71l C he LJl 7'? 

. 0. ,Ih t I:I8kes yourooi')c [lad bloos different 

from otlKr [,conIc ' 5 ? lJoo ',n ' t your blood :3top 

./hem you die? 
,Jon ' t it he finishe:d? \: n ' t c;m,l le:'vE it 

: , - .J -

bel1in~? 1)0'-'311 tit; :t'0t? 1)0(, c; n t it stinl;:? 
T, , t 1 ' ~ D- ' +-' t' k? 
.vrcsn ,your .. )0nn C(;.c').yr OS'11 v ]., orca. 

D08Rn ' t it turn to sojl?18 

In spite r" "uch rhetoC'ic'),l 'l1'.i:sticns, their lJJ.ind 

arrocaurr die not '..:::t aristOC-l"lts dccept their Ie", s fnrtun::ctG 

brothors :'.nd Si:3t"TS c~s hum~n h('inC'~ "<no. equals 0 l'ccplc 

like Hit:owr",ri he shesh;], t8l1(l to forrc;; t:hRt peasants, too, 

have the fn.c\) 1 t'" of lp.te , lC've c'nd C'i cr, thou[l:ht 0 They went 

to the ex t ,8nt of (lenaunc in(" t~(.; n, .. :aliness of peasants " 

fltjlC hl'...qo em 11 hn1t> Jo.,t.? fltjlL Qt'JO" he'I:~p 

fl tj l C () [ -to (' (') 'I (\ : : n fl tj l L 1\ e n IJ.U ej cq (11 ej h L 1I;f 

\ 0- .l'r\ () U .. n J2.U h (!l \ h C fl tj l [ ;h'r r h J &:. IJ." J 1 V 

nl'1h.q:t tj ;1 ;tllM'· tT~r\U / • •• I;tj lL ~'"-ntj0- 1l.~11j 

e h c,; (\1]'. h l' f 71 5'::-. 7, £, rjtj i'r M h U io / 
• 
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Have you seon ])ea~;an:;s rebelliw~ rond defe'lting anybody? Peas::mts liY.e the streng. Lll you 
have to do is tightu~ your bold en them. If 
you tighten your hold "l] thcrl, peasants c:m be milked until your pitci1er is .full ! 000 1'he saying goes thClt peasants uliCht not l}p.ve anything to e?t , but they h9ve neV8r l:,>,cked s0mething to payi19 

The \my marriaCB C1atches \'Iere J~3de in the; feudal society 
\<las despicable 0 For these feud? l lurds, it was a m,xteri3.1jstic 
endeavour, a r.Jeans of exchanc;in;:' ::1I'opertyo in Fiki r Bsgue 
l'Iekaber , Haddis has vividly exposed the shar.Jeful bp.rterinG 
Fi:tawrari l1eshesh3 and '.,"rzere ."cru,wnct plonned for Deble Hengel 0 

In the feude-bourGeois Ethiopi c" p 1rel".t S ,3spired for rartners 
who werE' of "noble birth" and fro;" a wcll-t~ -do family for their 

children . 

Davirl Talhot asserts t~~·t traditional marri~~0 in ~t11iopia 
i s a phenomenon where the scci,~.l ~lOIn eli ctqtos that the imD'ediqte 
f [mi.lv decid£' t',e f"\te 0f the vou:'l[', coupl0.. Haddis "lemayellU, 
thcufh he does not vojce it c;,trir'l't, oppeses the vote and veto 
exercised by the jrnnediate f~mily to clcF& the m3rit~l door where 

20 and vTh en they find it necec· ary . If and ",ben the mf'tch- J:Jair i ng 
vms turned down 0" one of th, ::;pouses , it resulted in bit:;er 
c omplaints as is rwnifcst'3d by Iiloi'i;o, ' s fathor in Wcn,jelep;rlDw 
Dagan8.: 

••• .911 {j1\.1 (DQ "" ;I{1t'f1 (;1 ~p. 7'1 fl<'- i'i? 
<'- (1). ~"1..5' ('h{l ?: {l Ho qll'J r.. '111t APT £ ):1. n ~(l1 n '\ IV 1 ~'ifH 'i'i'i (~£ ff t'l' 2 '1'1\ i'i ? 

••• Why don ' t you let us F,o to our graves afte r seeing yeu married to your ('Cl,.E.ls? Itlh3T do you pour vour opportunities dov;n the drain, when the sons of officers ':leg fur yourl-,:,nd?21 

19Ibid., pp. 217-218 . 
20lJavid l;':1'albo'[;, COllteICl}0r,::ry J~thioTlia (New Yorl:. : Philosophical Library, 1952 , :cp .Lf1-42. 
2\von,jelar;naw lJap-l]2., p .22 . 

I 
J 
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Haddis did not CIORC his e:~L to the ~)ject c onditions 

of pro ,s ti tuti on , the slm!, (lewellers 'md thc, childrEn of t his 

these revolting conditions throur';l1 i;h" eyes of '.rilahun Feyissa , 

as the latter ~1aW them whi.lu wn;lc1crinr' through the streets of 

Addi s Abgba 0 

The accurrJulc,tion of woo.1th, rights and 1i1)c:~ty in the 

hands of thE' few, Haddis feel,:, i :.l the) cause f or t he scciel 

i njusti.ces heaped upon the jl']Cl[:'!-38f3 Q 

~:'here would net be -,rc'llth, bl't ·,~overty where 
hre~11 th is ;;'I!Jo.ssed ilJ. the -;'.l,"JJd of t h e few; 
tbore could Eothe ri[,111:;6 'hut c,nly oblignti')ns 
8.r()unc~ \·;~.-ierp ri.~ht~3 :::':""E~ l"-,-c ld b;y ~he few; tlv.'T'C: 
v.roulc1 nc't be lioerty, but slC1vu'y whi';re liberty 
is enjoyed inpl ':mty ty t".Ie: Ie;'! ;'. society built 
on such .:til uneven b8SC cC'uld nne st~~nd firt:1 022 

Alem'J.yehu ' s critic!. eli} time cmcl~c{-·.ln 0 '.2nking the pro],'crty of 

the poor and offering bribe~; to (li :::;her [':over=e nt offici,"ls 

was custom''lr'.' witl, lC'1fer offj ci ,'lls <',:o.d feudal lords like 

took to gi vine; bri '-;8S in c:)s h "'5 l:lell ~lS in kind :'..8 ti. lJ.c:ri.1al 

oroer of thinss<> ~iar1dis says of Pit0."lr:~ri DagnacD.E:w: 

• ~ ~ f~ ?qyn~t~ ~~sm~t ~Ul~ Q J~ 
1'1 ~ fCJ. 1'1" In ? ", :: Q J ~ /, 1 [ In [ :- I'h. \ n [ /. 
• •• ~? ;t i'. Q n.n r') h n In t e:.. tC Ej:' . • •• {Hlil'1J. · 
il ;t- J J' Ttl- r. 1 Q ('(90 i'. J f ,ll- ?r') h-r') cy,'l), n 1 J )1' 
~h f1': ?iVJ~ ?nl'1V(]Sj'T {l1-+ In?:: 

2211- . 1 .Jl r,..:. .. , 
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• •• Thoue;h he gav" tel'? f ('" Dt, he waSl: I t the one 
to pr0vide it. The prr)~vicler ',reS the whole 
crmntr;y ; it wns Y'lki! .•• Th(~; cX8n, I'!ethprs, 
sheep and cows th:'.t '10 sent to leis benefactors 
accordins to t~..)ir r-:-:.~lks \~fCrG r1entyo 0 023 

This corruption v,hj.c;.1 bC("cts injustic<os, has been 

satirized in the fables of Haddis. Thr0Ur;h his Rni!lhl.l chal acters, 

he 

by 

compl:·l. ins of n world wh.rere llne toils and the fruits are eaten 
24 some one else . The injustices tlLlt Haddis saw nrouv.d him 

were such t;Jat he lets a dOMe;y talk of a confused and 

confusing world ~ 

r, 1 'l, -) SA trj ll t 1'0ll. .l'rjl1 i M ". \f'). n llt'l f LJ.? 
n~l\t ?~SlA1A~1 n~~ ~~ ttT ~@e~~ 
l1il1 nrn. r1. (1Il11rr:t r,()h. r,'\'l.U SAC'). 4:[Q. £ll ~ i\? 

Wh'Jt q confused and confl;.sinr \-iorld? •• beating 
the one \,h6 serves llili;:.:cntly, g iving barley 
wi th salt to the disobtc:ient; do ;)7eU call this 
~u_'3tice: 25 

He did not overlook the ,buse of pc-Her. He shows 1.10W petty 

officials c0uld imprison ailG. t0rture citizens in private houses. 

Police st8.tions "I."JerC' torture c!lc)T:lj,Jr's .. VIc sec courts of 12 ... iN 

in the land as in(;fficient R'lG. utterl:T c0rrupt. 

Haddir; Alemayehu I s .orit icc'.l cOClreents on the !!.;o,ture and 

the t:vp r of scho\.ls PlOd(,rn. ,;choo·l.s are very deep anr:i 

'mal vtic:l.l. He claims that the f'oti ve behind the' cC'mposi tien 

of iqon,ielep;naw D:l.r:na was to portr<1:'.~ "'ith words tile social system 

of the ti)ne and the problems th,t the youth th~t come out of 

the modern s chool s face.. In Yetimhirtina Yetemaribet Tirgum , 

a non- fi cti0n wnrk, Hnddis Guccinctly "sserts hi s educationa l 

philcsophy: 

23 Ibid . , P .305 . 

24Haddis"lenu:vehu, fleret Teret YemesE:ret ( Add i s ,~baba 
Ere hane "-e l':\m } .F., 1948 1',. (, . r:r:g: 

25Ib ' d T, 21 __ l_o, .... 0 ... 
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nl)l, c'r r)"\<;' ~'SS'c n"f' u~ ~nC ~(1(!1ip9" (1129" 
~"'l2m'P9il 1'0lJ.{), 1iJ). ao}/'fJll6.\' hntn(lo 'l''i'n. ht"16 

(110 n ),l\ 9" haq~n? n'fm;..\'11iG- t 9'UCt rroi\ h ?' lt 
~e?' ar>'i'~ lt ar>m, ar>U' ~, n~~h ~~C Aaqnl~t 
qnhG.I'\i\LJ. :: 

••• I h'lve triad~o sho\>l with examples that 
whether an individu .".l i s F;r;in" to be USGful 
or not to himself and the society in which 
he li.ves , i s deteri11ined by t'1e type, of 
educa tlon he gets? first fI'" .jJ. 11is family, n 'Oxt 
from school and flnally ir",t the society.26 

In r elnti0n to the type of s c11001s the cou ntry needs 

he h.s this to say: 
. .• n I IW 1-1[1'0 <;' 0], .\' , 'I)" U ['t n f'f n 8- I oj. I'rt t 'il 
~.I' tPUCt (1 ff Aaoni\ 1'0000fn.t 1'0000n~t, t?UCt 
hrtt 'ill'; J aq~n[. ;j-61t hn til Q? hPC q,. hN'l'\o h ill 
l-t;' h hn.f ,'" i\l'l. t 'ill'; s atl ~ n C "" i\ 'ilf h lJ ], 11[.'1' 
JC I'\n O!lY" t rJ)' nG!J~n? :ns: i\(Jllt'lmt (].'f( .. eaoni\ l;"" i\ .. 

I think these TI!ociern Bcboa t·) c ' uld trul~,' be cCllJed 
Eth i opi:lll schools only i f' they could te ." ch the 
history of the :Lthiopi ,'n so c ~ ety, its administration, 
its sYstem , it s cu st rfi~~ it s culture and assimil~ te 
the se with the c ~hc r thi~~s v~i,l\ are tho signs of 
tho Ethiopi0n soci ety ai1C~ giv them in thEe lS!.lgu 'Age 
of that s0ciety.27 

Hadd is is of tho opinion thcct all i;,r2 i v idval r s happiness is the 

happiness of the whole society . Honce, he emphasises tho 

setting of the schoel programr:JG witb the satisfaction of al l 
·~n 

the IT10rabc.rs of society in mind 0 ~U 

2.2. Political Criticisms 

The p01itice. l criticisms 0f Ihde: is are subtle as conpared 

to his social criticisms. He dOGS not dare attack the r egime 

Flnd the status-quo 0utri,:,;ht. He r [lisos issues that cannot be 

ovprlco~ed by any self-respnctiug critic worthy of the nome. 

For eX"lmple, thl' oem;,nd for frue pres s or the qnestion of 

26Yetimihirtina let en;ari bc t 'hr;;um ( Ad'Us ",baba: 
Haddis Alema:Tehu, A1'ti.stic ?rcsfJ , 1948 E .C.),P.8 . 

27Ibid ., P .1 11. 
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agc~s 0 iladdi.s J.~l em~.!yn~11 c~;;h:·_nisc.s thE-; Dced for b':J.L~"'d.~~. 

censorsl1ip thus : 

ni',"' <;" J; 'rC' H j I' ~~<;" CIJ 1' ; 1'1\.1'\ n -) '" 1 C r-,l {, Cl Yl P ,. 

n GiJ. 1 il I\. t '?f!I '" tl 1'\ Cl! e 'f (\.: I\. t'"' " \-1 : ,I). tfl n ? ;-.: '" e 'F ",?" : : 

In :J. modern flo rId 'IT:18ro t :18J:. 

the peopl€ 3r:e t~1C gr' '''T\]r:araoEt 

each other and co(·p~rc·tQ wi t~ 

J.B no fr0e press , 

c a:nnot underst::.n(~. 

e':lC;l other . 29 

Lack of free press has hEan tho c~rse of the ~eoples of 

the Third ' .. hrld. For mos t, it still i s. "s a r esult , the 

people were net aware of t he duties and ob l igations of a 

governm0nt a nd citizens . 

Haddis says th~t the knowL,d,~c tl'l"t o',C'vcrn;'!ent j. s t l:e ob"dient 

servant (,f the pe0pls \'!ill belp in :,~'101'inf tllE limi'~ of the 

and govc;rnment ):0 th't t1-,C L,'c':;c:r s>culd be in the )F·.!1rls CI the 

f ormer . This , he S:l:"S, "'lnstOn ~h ':"" ct'.se i n (lny f orr: "f [lv r=snt. 

• • • or ') 1 P t ? ') i" q e \ t I\ ?' 'r~~. :~ '" ," (,:',)" ())'l 2, m t. :-

f" C, f1l 'r LM 1. ~j9" (].(]l n In if> 1'\ 1'\ 1". if ')-' ,(' ,I j Cl. .~.c I' r:, [JJ ~ t 

'1'l {]') Ill'\ nt:'i\1'\ ," ') 7' Slll£l. \,1'1.7> : 1\.<"[ :;' ",e'fGl7':: 

..... i.rt::.t so ever forE't 8. 5"'-;'- (, J::Q!~C:Dt night hr~ve , or 

in "'yI.rh 'tev(~r nCiI!10 it ll1 i;_~ll·t-; ~jC- c~:.l led , poV.re r should 

always be b8.s eC!. "n tl:~ c' :rl'::8il<':; Ci +;hc W!10 '. f. :-Goplo 0 3e 

right to question the 3.l~the~ltici t } ,,1 i'he 
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an j nSi[!'D /- iI'tc the darF",r;r of -c .-.. Jcin;:.. sidES as fJ.r ;3.:::': gr(~at 

Acc oro i n€,: tc hin , thi s lL F! IUJ,ury in which c "cmtri( s like 

Ethi opj q c annot "fford tc i;lci'.llt'e. In his pamphlct - l i ke book , 

Ethiopi ~ l''lin AYllet Asted ,,,cier Yenfc.l ir'::ttal 'l, he Sctys : 

• . • ~? I" Ir it 1;' J, Z; ('~'" ('J Ir n 1 0aD 1 'l J!' 'r IV!, f'f y') r'J fo, 

,>, Q.l 1 -:- 0 h t tl - ~ "'l.'( tI 1- n. T ".1; Sn. Sl t"j r'] il 1':,::. J [ n r\ G!J 

e iWIOIi 2. \ ~ ~ l' e LJ<;' i\ :: 

••• 'l'h cse Sthiop i ans \'iho vro.nt; tc €mbra c e the 

E,3.stern Or' the 'I'eetern sys"i;uns of gove r mJlt:-'nt 

might cril;ic j Z(J it (the autllC. r i G opinion) 

beCalJSe it dn(:s not a(~roc t,vith their wishes o ~5 2 

ThG en{~ of the second. V:'0rl( ~'i2T saw tiaddis ir: fi18V.J Yor k , 

the site of the newly fOT';.·j,~d Dnitc(l l'-,cicns. He luci witnessed 

the b i rth of independence of G("08 notions and et the 8=(. time 

thE com i ng i nto be i ns of a. no,' t"'i)8 of coloni :llisr"_ Yl( () ­

c o lonialism . Hf , s~;,tj,rizcs tlJiG f;ece b8:mtifully in his f':.b l e 

a b out t'1c friendship of cc-ts cent' nice . I:es i des the eco!1oL'!ic 

drain they inflict 0n tho micn, the G~t2 strive to cont r ol the 

, 
mi nds of the mice youth . 

!] 'l.f'l. t:>~ n l' ?1 f) 'P" ,1'£', 'l' ,ih 'tlc;' l' ? (1(1r l' 1 " 1 [ 

'l.~ 'l 6- o, ..!.. I' ;tr, '1'1 1'f'.-rt1 (o } ,{1 ;h~l'I <;' I'H ? 1 1'0- 1' 

n n~. r;). I' t \ M 1<;' <;' )''f ~(':(m t \ 11" ;t1' Y t 'i' 1-il '1'(1). 

1 ? rn [ ili 'I ,'Pi <;' S1 i f ' 1'(8. 1 Q.{\. 'I e 'l'! ? r' [ : : 

The children cf I"liC8 "he enrc) lIed into the !l8V1 

schools st'1rted t,~, stuc'v th,~ (-(;oQ'''''aph'' of "I" 

I 
<' r...., ,"- . oJ. ""' 

c ats coun1cry, thr:: hL;t;ory f'f the grec.t people 

of Cqts and the pUIity of it~ r~ce o ~he~r lcnrn 

~bOl lt the eighty kinss 01 ~h0 c~ts , the ~Bttlc 

flclds l,·[hero thc,y fOUl':'lt ,nd the victcrics they 

scorf';d" 33 

'st, £"1 "' i"-'T 
~'~-..:::' 
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He.del i s i s of t:JC opi ::linn 'J I, ~·t Hh.'Jt is callc(:t (-:eonomic 

colonialis~, sociql colonialism or cu~~ural coloni~li GD i3 Q 

sociol s"stam th:-,t i e, inpcrl: cc' f:r'O"1 ~broad ,;nd fercad on tha 

"7.,/.1 

pee-pIc of a Given C'l·lln!·r'· o ·~-' lIe }l .. -ln 0..1::;0 tcucted upor. ho~! the-; 

dis~groement between tho 'liS power~ b'TIefits the ~cakcr ones . 

In a fable ·, .. herG t;1>10 wolves 'llF.:c::·cl r''Tcr thc sh~lrir:;.h of the 

booty, HaGd i s drives his poi n l~ h,y;::. '1'h6 fortunate p rey 

with these f ina l words: 

... ~~ hlnnC~~~ ~ t?{~f~t .n~f~ hn~ 

(J.1 (I ~ , p hllh [; 1'1 Q. h n 'r IIA ~ : : 

.... ., unti l the vJounds th:-d; ~.'·('U ho.ve inflicted on 

€Etch cthE-r t,'day heal, I, ~-oc , ~,;ight grow a horn 

to d efonel mysolf vIi th! 35 

That was Etbinpi ~ in 1941 . 

2 . 3. ReliGious Criticj~:.s 

of tho OrthcdGx Church .. But he .-i f.3. dis illns icned by \ll~1::l.t l:lG 

seES ... lie lets Gudu KD.[~S.'l vo i ce his ,-'riev,-::Gces i E Fi k ir Es gue 

f1ekabor : 

h Di\ U / f1 t (:1 ~~~{l r!l.? 'f 1 h 1 Q! I.H.U ~().t ri C;: i-~ 

h 1 52 \ f,l,lf lI().t fi'; (" ;'f 'l'?j lJ \ ~ /... ;t- ~" S h \ H.U 

J r. (1\) ,'h n C -K' lYe;" III Q. nG'l h 1 I ~ ,I',"{l r!l.C 1 :'-> '\' H n t 1',Q 

riC'). ngo. "',{,}i r-, eRI\7 ? 11 ~f').t:\j / .eu \ GJ. h ?:;H rot 

h <1 I-L11 {l,1l.C N 1''1 / 
• 

You see! Our church h~'<S ':lecor:w [\ sllel t c r for 

SlJC~ nu~ln.ws ;).no. robl::e[~-! . eoo Isn ' t it a ~ockery 

on God to collaborate ,ntn [mcb people and cal l 

H1S s ').C!red n::ulle? J~l.'her8 Y~'U (l.re! This is what 

h,"\s se]'3ratad :ne from tlk church I l Clvc ! 36 

341T . 1 
1..91l2.2 evnaw Dar;n<1 , p . 3 . 

35.1'erC't Tere,i Y6rl~"Der0t, P.1 :: . 

36T"l' kir 
"L-=",,~=- ~'8qUC l'k.ln")ir F 4?8 

- • _ _ _____ ~, 0 _ 0 
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The contcr::pt li"cldj s he's f01' the clt:rg:y- Ethiopi::mc, as 

Nell 3.8 fOT' e i (~ners- is TJanife3tLd i :l hj.:J '';0rks time B.nd .. "1g-'"1 ino 

He ucrtrnys then 8.S ffione~r-lovef'.:: who coul d be manipulated and 

u sed ".S too Is for crocked ends )7'.1'ho m:mner in which Hadd is 

describ 2S the c1cti0ns of hb a 'I'sl:l " :oCli uanot i s proof enough 

for the utter disgust he hUs fcr our c18rgy : 

u(Jtii C' nl tt nllf) ;J-O'll!] fl.L(l 71("1 t r,!,! ve G!J o:;"t LM t 
r.Cr\ mP- m'r t G- (lfitl,""m.1 f',f-1 ',l. I nC :: &-t ni\ t~~ 

1111 h.::r,c 'lo h .Q.(1 t ,n C I\, m be; n t i\ 'fI 10 MI. ,S' (1 Ii t 1'1 L 'P 

rn']' t~~ rih?~' tIn tf'). J2n().1''f(').l n1J2!'!Mr £f'!j; \. P~D C: 

Unt i l Habtish runs cut ,'.'ld tl rings suppe r, riba 

Tekle iI."Iim9nct hns drunk tW" "brilles" of "t e j" 

ant' W0.S h()ld inr, the third in ;'is h2.nd. lly the 

time he, has fi n i s hed sUP·'.'Cl' hE: h"s d runk s i.x " 

"brilles" of "tej" 2.nd th::.'ec CI::lsSCS of "arClke" 

p.nd was so dr'ul~ t(l~lt h ..:; sot up 3.nd started 

singinc -~·, i tr,. his g00..t-ekir: Ollo 38 

thqt the l~tt er hoco~~s G rerrcscnt a tjv0 of the whole cl ergy. 

J,b" l"1ot;e sse h0.8 been enclO\'leC< wit' ::11 the repulsive tro.i ts 

tha t she,uld be o.bh(;rre0.. :!e is led i re '1 n~r di "- ection by vrhoever 

fills hi s stor:1:,.ch)9 ,·.b3. l"l0r:8'~'3e J erlic.s respect to those ;['<0 

deserve' it by vi rtue of thE.ir 0.'_(;. Cl,,,8 . He cl"ims th3Ct thO'08 

"ihorr. Goo. h." s r uc:pe ct "c1 8.nd ore -~tr;d d if. ferentl~- are :co 3pC cted 

h . . t t ' 11·0 '1" f ' b TVi I h'l h 
eglnrung ,'1 c on c ('p lon . HC .sun ~)' , t '1 1 ogesse S p_ l GSO}}. Y, 

which Had-'is impli e s is tha philosop~y of thF church, is put 

thus : 

'1 t'F Sfr.t 1Jofr. I'll Q. I'll rr 'i' n tt ~!'! (').?' lJ.M" n ('l. I t 

If'l.:: nll ~l'1{)fIl.C . ':tl h9U lH1 h tll-f. I\e f n.rit 

';J-f'l. lHe;" r,;: C fl. n. S 'i fl.t" J2 U n.n Q () m S ~(1'.. "I) 11 ,w t 
h I-L Rr' n r\ C n 1 ~~n (J r!l.C 1("· n 1 "!. £' U 1'1 nTh nq!,! t 1'1 t1 fj:' 

~nrd '\ £' C n t 1 ih ") 1'1 1 ., <;' l t 'q. lK n ,S'''l.'t? ..... 

37\'/on ,j elE:g~QW DaEna, P.26 . 

38Fikf;r lOs gue Iieki'bir, P . L!83 . 

39Ibid ., P.220. 

40Ibic:., P.194 . 
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~;very word that my lord setid ie] true < In the 
order of thinlT,s, 'when Goc' cro2.ccd the rich fmd 
the poor, the ruler aI1c! the rulod, it was OIl 

the tacit undcrst:mding t~1<:.t t'1C wr'"nged pe,or 
has to appeal to the Gcv"rnmcnt; 2nd above thc.t to 
God . BeY0nd appeal, the peor has nE'ver set 
rules and regul,tior!S '1nd ':,3.:0' n:;ver been called on 
for decisions • ••• 41 

The laws of social n&ture and the word of God have been 

tampered loli th by the clerGY tr [Jerve thE: wishes 0f the well-to­

do . daddis Alema'-ehu I S rclie;ious critlcisms are intendcd to 

p0int out the role thp. Etbi'1pif',T[ c!1Urch played in prepRring 

tbe minos of the masses to accept their fate without qualm . 

This condition bas been keenly observcd and duly satil'ized. 

2 . 4. Moral Criticisms 

The mor<11 aspect of Hadcis Alemp,yehu I s criticism does 

not come out as strongly as his " tber criticisms . His works 

are not didactic, cmd as such dr., net intend to tE:~ch. Never-

theless , a keen obsE:rver cannot help noticing the moral essence 

e!llbodied in flll these works , 'rhough there are moral lessons in 

8.11 his crefltivG works, they aro aou:lQ'mt in his fo.bles. Malvaer 

says, of his fables , thrlt "most of them point <1 moral, afton 

4.2 about the use and abuse of povier." ' 

At times he I'10ralj.zos in such a wa:T that Iv() barely feel 

the fact. His technique is te' let his chr:r:J.cters r,ise th() 

questions that Had~is himself lik~s to raise. He ~lsa l ets the 

characters ansvrer the quest;jrns "l;h ,,,t ho himself vlOuld h,'1ve 

~nswerod , had he been ,sked, T~ere is an instance in Fikir 

Esgue Mekp,bcr , where Bognlc l"e'}rlltl' solilr'quizes : 

41Ib'd __ l_. , P.273 . 
If2T d ' c ' 

I' 3. ll.lOIl F..J.l1li in ~L!li cpi8., 

I 
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'H(]l).T GlJi'ltrj filj l(lo"t nT Jl "11 <'. 'H<JIl'i' (l){it.T tl;f 
\ "1.? nCQ(\l' :: rl.S1(lo rl.1i. 10 (Jfl<;"C9" h}::-:>-T £ 'f'!T,?tI 

n t 'I' f (] ('l. n til <'. h t. I n;; n:" n ,- /) ~ (\ l'r:J ffi. rl..\' 1 (lo1;' 

rl.1i. -j. CD c;"l h'Ha:>oT I'ti' \-' ,,, C Q r.? :: 

Does adulter~r mean makinc se:;colrtl intercourse 

with a woman ons i3 nGt !n~rricd to? Noo 
l'1arryinr,: and d i vorcing repcc>todly is as good 

as Cldul tery. To go on clu .. c:c inG \Vomen in the 

s~cred n0me 0f ~arrj_ a?e i s by nn neans different 

f rom adultery. 4 3 

H.qddis emphClsises the need f'Jl' respect due to parents'-.-­

old poor 0r uneduc"tted. He also stresses the Deed for honouring 

trust and the bond of friend".hip. In the fable about a illaster 

wh" abused the trust of a 10J'['"1 dC'b, he strives to point out the 

outcome of such a breach (,·f 1 o y-:. 1 ty • Greed, too, anel what it: 

entails , is strE-ssed over o_l1d C:-YT (,gain in r.w.ny of his stories 

in Teret '1'eret Yemeserr"t . ,'he feebles about the tW0 huncry wolves 

and the one 8.bout th" friendsilip betl':cen the kingdom of mice 

Ftnd rats are good exa.mples of the fHct .. 

naddis Alemavehu has gre£1.t respoct for human beings . 

He thinlrs that "hat 112kes a hw"nn beinc~ different from an 

p.nimal is thE: former I s ability to control his f ee l ings , which 

animals could not do. In Bogo.le I'Iebratu ' s so l i l oquy : 

(] ('). h 1 II rj ~UlJ.1\ C ntH' 1 II II T 1 n () 1 \ t 1 c;- n \ () 1 

~1D rj () I\-T 1 h 1 il rj T J l \'OiJ, J ?- T(~ 1 '1 U 6 5''1' (\ 10 1 ;tT 

nco :tl\- \ f1l. :: 

W\1Flt mekes a hUJ11.Fln beiJ'l.' different frolll an ani mal 

is his abili teT t( control hj s f e e l ings of hunr:;er , 

greed, lust and the like-chara cteristics that he 

sh8res Vii th l-1llilllals . 44 

His mora l criticisms, rTtistically handled, cculd have 

given the impression rf preaching in the hands of l esser writers. 

LJ.7. 
,;J:B'ikE-r .Ls gue I'leke.hir, p. 25 . 

44 
Ibid., P.24 . 
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But n0t the case with .-Iaddis ~len2_yehu. He h,s mc:de the 

mRximUL1 use of f ables for the ptorpe2G c,f moral cri~icism. 

He himself an~p.rts : 

• •• h tc'.t ;tl) ~ \ t 11 V r n 1.~J~ n (l;t ~O!J z ~ (11 

JD lJ \--: ll'l t\ t 1, t\ L -: r'\ t\ t\ "!en m 7' 3D lJ ~ n 1 'l.lJ.9' 

nj'T-n O'J ~n?T. \-r: n",,""'?ni- ' ''lC lJ.!I- t\lr'lnCr'j 

f(ll.C;' t\.n -'\1 --I fGJ. r; ih [e 9" r'j fp go Ll \- \ I'). :: 

•• • One of the great qualities of fable s is 

their unlimitedness in tine and p1::>.ce; that 

i s , they are applicable for th3 past, present 

and future. ~lhey a l se- serve to pGrtray 

cbaracters of individual s or groups I-lherever 

they live in society. 4 5 

Though Haddis ,cl emaye'1u admits tllo f a r - r eaching 

applicability of f,lblcs f0r social, politicRl , religious and 

nor a l cri ticiE'I'is, he -,nrl'.S his rc'Ccle':'s aGainst thE: dangers c·f 

limitinp- the int e rpret ation of fc.b18S to one country, a n 

individual or ~ specific time. This he says is a narrow 

opinj on a r::.d an unfair judgm(mL' c.f the .:luthor. This assertion 

i s amonl" the techniques of fIadd i s teo create a locp-hole by 

moans of wh.ich he could a v oid c ensorship and at the same time 

p a cif" the vrratll of those r.~ r ou;)s who felt they were the butt 

nf his satire . 

45~eret Ter&t YGmesurct , P .6. 



C HAP T E R I I I 

THE EXTEHT OF HADDIS ALE1'l1.YEHU' S CHI'l'ICSl1 

The two previous chapt ers hnve a ttempted to r e v ea l 

Hadd i s Alemayehu's socio- political milieu pnd his re<lctions 

to that mi lieu. From his r eactions in Particular, one Can 

see with whom the sympathi es of Hadd i s l i e. Hi s Iv-o rks are 

clear po i nters as to the kind of critic h e is. Beyond doubt 

he is a social critic who relentless ly exposed the p light of 

the oppressed masses . 

Haddis might be a soci",l ci'i tic , but n obody con cla im 

that he is R socialist in the true senS8 of the \'rore'- . He 

is not a Marxist who strives for r ad icnl change. Socialism 

a nd its benefits for the working class do not appeal to him. 

As it is evident from the author ' s ovm words in the interview 

with the researcher , Hadd i s considers revo l u tions and 

p opular uprisings as chaotic and unfortunRte incidents in 

the h i s t ory of ,,< country . 

True , h e has scorned the past feudal society . He 

h as ceaselessly condemned the church ' s role_ its bowing 

to the properti ed class and comp l ete n eglect of the wol­

fare of the masses. In short , he h2s vividly portrayed the 

abJ' ect conditions of the timo . 46 B11t h t d th . e s oppe .ere. 

Though we c {{llnot deny him the credit for his vThole- hearted 

1;1. . tred of the o l d feud a l system his substitut e for that 

46R I' A' 
ea lsm and mhnrlc Liternture , p . 207 . 



hated system puts a question mark on Haddis Alem~yehu . 

The vague 'tl8Y in which he writes "lbout the futuro s0ciety 

r eminds one of what Lu Hsun has observed in rel ~t ion to 

a s i milar s ituation in Chin8 : 

A man may hate the 01d , s<D:c~ety~ buii all he has is 

hate no vis ion of the icrtur~. He may clamour 

for sOCial r eforms , but i f you ask wh8t sort of 

s ociety he wants , it i s some unr ealizable utopia .47 

Haddis Alemayehu' s pamphl et-like book on the type 

of government Ethiopia needs, is an apt exampl e of the 

h .ziness of his vision of the fut~ ~e society . In this 

, a 'le book, he secr.Js to h"V8 concoctcd a sort of ml'lgic 

formula which h8 f ee l s ""ill transform EthiopiA. to a 

'+8 
developed country \·!i thin t en ye.-::rs . Ev en todco.y , he 

is adamant on the point . He openly Clrr;ues thpt the DEnT 

transi tionil l government which is to perform the "mir,'(culous" 

f eat should neither be I'l model of Western democracy nor 

that of socialist r epublic s. It is going to be Haddi s 

AlemClyehu's Oi,m creat ion, wi eh thc monl'lrchy symbol of 

oppress ion and feudalism on the top. Noth i ne; can be 

more unrenli zab l" and utop i an thA.n such a notion . 

Hadd i s Al emayehu , who i n Fikir Es que f1ekabe :r: i mplies 

thqt , for the masses , the king is the symbol of degradat ion 

contradict s himse lf in Ethiopia Mi n 11.ynet Astedilder Y:csfe­

ligat il l ? and tries to s how the Emperor_ Hp ile Selassi e 

47Lu Hsun , "Some Thoughts on O:lr Liter'iture" , l'lar x ists 

on Literature,David Craig, cd . (Penguin Books Ltd ., 

1975 ), P . 396 . 

4~thioPi3. !lin Ayinet Astedader Y~,sfGlg~,t:ll? p .4 . 



as the centrifugql forc c of Ethiopin . He openl y ,lro:rr·g­

Rtes the h~lf century old belief tb~t wi thout lI~ilc 

Se lRssie Ethiopi~ would be doomed: 

1 "UJ \ 1,w 10 h h. t \'-11 SrJl. S 1 lJ.fI. ?on I'7J .5 sn). hfl C S 1\ f([l.: 

hfl t f([l.l;' 1'1 ~cn; fa'. ~ II t'l Q? i\e n 1 Q at;.(\ 'l'(!1 nrt ? J ('11;1\ 

hq:/P'f I'1~D ~QDel\'1'(]'1' : (\h.t Ms \'l'.5\t: 1\1R-\T<;" 

(\ 1<;"<;" hflC'l' 9'1',/\ LJ \ 1]1. ?ar:.c;-? e lJ<;" fl.: : 

The Emperor will hnve the f,rentest rosuec'c of al l 

Ethiopiqns , his r espectqbi lity and position 
does not waver like th-t of the changi ng politicel 

groups ; and will rem?in a symbol of Ethiopin ' s 
exist enc e , it s unity, it s e;lor y Rnd respect . 49 

But Haddi s haS outlived the despotic rule of the :2lOn;wchy 

to become a living witness to the fRet th_t without Hei l c 

Selass i c Ethiopia st ill exist s . And tod"y the cotmLry ' s 

unity, r espect ..,nd glory h,.1vO been more enh8ncecl th;',n it 

has cv er been in its l ong history . 

The stand HRdd i s tqkes i n the confrontation between 

the a lleged "Rebel" or pensant le~~dcr .tcbe j e Be l ew ".nd Fita­

wrar i Meshesha is an instanc e villere in the extent of h is 

cri ticism c"n be further meE'.sured . Hol Vae r who ho',s keenly 

observed the fact , puts it liEe this : 

II I I _ . It II . 

In Fdkr asleq makabd r, Haddls Alamayyqhu glVOS a 
rather vague impresslon of a rndicnl pensnnts ' 
leader who lORds them in deter mined , even violent , 

opposition to oppressive l and lords .50 

49Ib , . 7.4 
~o "po j .. 

50T d ' t ' d C .r ,~ l ,lon Q!L h~n5e in Ethiopi3 , p . 184 . 



• 

~2 -

Hi s portnwe l of Ab8jo Be l cn", i s half-heHrtC'cl . H8 

does not dare to sho, t his nabla hero wi t h the colour and 

gr[lndeur h0 deserves "lS ? true 18~der of the oppressed 

pensants . The "luthor glosses ove r thn question of riGht 

and w:tong concerning tho "ct ions of Abcje and hi e pc"s!1nt 

follower s . He does not let Abe je voice his opinion liber­

ally as is the Case with hi s other chClracters like Gudu 

K8SSR. in Fikir Esaue l1ekabor or Ti18hun Feyiss", i n 

WOI} )l egnaw Dafina. It could be th~t [lHdd is hrts no stc.'ong 

opinions About Abeje :aGlew. Hf) doos not wRnt to LlulW 

Abeje H r e9 1 b ero Emd a true le"der of his fell()~: ;JG,'Gant s . 

Such rtn admi ss ion is too much GVGn for the "li h81··.'.1 " Hoddis. 

This author ' s l (lck of conviction h«s gr o:.lt13' im]J[~ired 

the plot mechanism 8nd the :;:> l ausibili ty of the ,,,hole s tor y 

in his novels o In lrikir Er:3Cuo ~"~Qk2,b0r, for eX;:tmplr:; , it 

could hrtve been more plausible has Fit~wr~ ri 11~8h0shn di8d 

on the b a. ttle field l'ihilo fi ghtine: with thE p eas."]nt s . 

This, of course, could h"ve h 8d R serious repercuss ion on 

Haddi s Alemrtye hu. Bec8use he d Ar ed n ot give the peas.::nts 

victory over the l "ndlords, or becp.usc of his ovm c oviction 

thnt p e"Sant s could r e b e l but neV 3r rc~ lly win, he killed 

Fi trnlr 8ri l"feshesha and hi s wife under s h"dy circumst')nc es . 

He did not "'ant to kill Fi t ,wr ori i-k'sh esh e on the batt l e 

fi e ld; that would h qve been an outrie:ht victory f or the 

oppressed . At the SBme time: , lI;:\Cld i s does not I'Tent to 

imply th '1 t thos e who r ebel agC'.inst tho s oci81 order are 

bound to f a ll as satan d i d because he tried to be the 
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equal of GOd. 51 

'rh"t i s typicsl of Hoddis Alemayehu I s frppe [~Sem8nt 

policy of both classes __ tho oppressed snd the oppressor . 

Even to SRY he is an opportunist who hp.s sacrificed his 

principles for expediency would not be Rn exaggeration . 

Hddd i s is not the only critic of the past society <'.nd 

regime . Others have tried to criticize that society and 

the regime at 1 ,rge. These critics were -roo ·. 'lunt to 

survive the censorship and the physic~l threats from the 

secret po lice and members of the criticized class. \ifhat 

makes Haddis differ ent from these critics is the t actful 

W[!y In which he went obout his criticisms. 

So, one thing car b8 s~. id o.bout Haddis; th~·.t is, 

h e w s very cnrful in his criticisms. He knew .Thom to 

criticize with impunity 2nd how f ar to go wi th it. nolvaer 

hRs this observ" tion to m:1kc: 

Careful in his criticisms, }I.qcldis t.l~,nayyc~hu 

does not l e t B~zz'.\bl:J;lhi'rriv8 ,~t any definite 

conclusion about the cause of his plight nor 

that of soc i ety , but the reAder is not likely 

to blame it all on God. Social criticism is 

often voic ed in such indirect wnys , l eas t in 

the literature About life i n the capitRl . 52 

These indirect way of c~icising , above all, were the 

"secret " of ~"Iaddis Aleinayehu I s survival , in spi tiS of the 

~1 John M"J?kRkis, Ethiopi8: Anotomy of TrJdi tionr, l 

Pol l ty ( Addls Ababa Oxford University Press , 1~74), 

p. 103. 

5
2
'ovRer, £P. Cit " p . 190. 

53Ibi<!., p. 31. 
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apparently ruthless antagonism of the past regime. In 

Fikir Esgue l'1ekaber, for example , vTe are made aware of 

a vague royal presence at a royal banquet, but it is 

managed in such a way that no clear image emerges . 53 

Haddis Alemayehu ' s defence of his stand concerning 

this glossing over and giving Vague impressions is to the 

harsh nature of the censorship. il:n an interview with the 

researcher, the author admits to having purposely mGde 

the setting of the story in Fikir Esgue l'1ekaber appear 

to be in pre-Haile Selassie Ethiopia. In fact, the story 

seems to have taken plRce somevlhere nrround the turn of 

the century. This fact, according to the author, had mis­

led the authorit i es of the time (including the Emperor) 

into believing th"t in Fikir Esaue l'1ekRber he \VaS condem­

ning the old type of feudal atrocities which sinco the 

time of Haile Se l assie has by implication improved. It 

might be because of this assumption , the 8uthor says , 

that he was awarded the Haile Selassie I Foundation ' s 

prize for literature i n 1962 E.C. 

One CRL. conclude , then th" t Haddis used an appea­

sing t echnique when and where he felt he has gone a little 

bit too f a r in his criticisms. He a lso takes great Pains 

to make his criticisms only in goneral terms, like critici-

zing the church, the f eudal society, the jUdicial system , 

etc. Never specificRlly. Th.:>t i s .Thy C't times he glosses 

over incidents where deeper perspective is due . Still , 

we cannot d"'nY him the cred i tfor \oldly touching u.pon 

~lum life, prostitution and socialization of land - touchy 



issues of the timeo 

Some readers of H"ddi s Jilemctychu ' s works arc of 

the opinion thRt he is 8. dedicFlted socialist who beli<!ves 

in the common prosperity of the EthiopiFln masses o A close 

look reveals th"t this is 'J. v"gue utopiFlD wellwishing o 

The following is one of he mnny b l urred pictures we 

get Flbout equa l prosperity: 

rlffi. ?(r1 1\10 J"~ ~OIJ.l(', 1(Jl. Un t ~ ti]Lh tll\LJ \ (',lQllffi. 

e 11\(',; hH..\' r-.M~ ~O"-l()lffi. Uflt 11 (\,1\-1' G-Ill'ffi.1 

7> VI e 'f f\. 10 h I\h.\' Ii 1\ LJ \ n<Jt>.f\. U e 1\ ··fl (', 1 .1'![laD (I). e 11\ (', ! 

The wealth that 8. ffi8n noeds to support himself 

is sacred and we ought to approve of it; but 

extra wealth he r eqires i s wealth that prevents 

others for supporting themselves; hence \Ve 

ought to oppo se i t with !'Ill our might ! 54· 

The amount of wenl th_ be i t from salary or l cmd 

property_ th"t enRbles a man to support himself i s nCJt 

specifiedo By deliberately making himself vRgue . Haddis 

seems to p l aya dUi'll role . On one hRnd , he does not went 

to imply th"t he is an out - and- out communist 'who w",nts to 

do away with private property . Th,ot might hilve discre-

dited him in the ruling circle o On the other hand he 

clamours for restriction on the amas sing of \'leal th "Ii thout 

daring to set the limit . He did not wnnt to loso f avour 



wi th either the propertied cl"ss or thf. destitute masses . 

He found it ep-sy an0 safe to hurl such ambiguous opinions 

every now and then. 

There is also one glaring fact th~t restricts 

Haddis Alemayehu from being a fullfledged socialist crit i c . 

He is an idealist. He himself makes no secret of it. 

Despite this fact , however, he has been ab l e to success­

fully reflect life realisticall y in all his creative 

works. Fikre Tolossa ' s comment on this issue is very apt : 

The history of world literature hRs known many 

good writers who , despite their ideal i sm , hC\ve ref­

lected life realistically . The author of "Fiker 

Isque 1'1ek'1ber" is one of these writers.59 

55Fikirc Tolos s " Loc. Cit. 



CON C L U S ION 

For over two decades, that is, since the publica tion 

of his first novel, Fikir Esgue Mekaber, Haddis hlemayehu 

has been one of the most talked and written about authors 

in the country. The socio- political milieu of Haddis 

Alemayehu I,as such that it ena1led him to acquire a wide 

k n owledge about the decadent society of Ethiopia as well as 

the new semi- feudal and semi- capitalist society which was 

in the making in the last few years before the popular 

Revolution of Ethiopia . 

His background of traditional church education along 

with modern education is what helped Haddis to give us a 

comparative analysis of both cultures---the traditional 

Ethiopian culture and the modern Western one. ;!is traditional 

church upbringing also helped him to reflect the role of the 

Orthodox church in the political, social , cultural and spirit­

ual life of the masses. His long experience in the foreign 

service too, has elevated his political and modern views in 

general. 

Members of the older generation---those who knew life 

as it was before the Italian · invasion---like his works lor the 

very fact that his presentation of the grim realities somehol, 

seems to satisfy their nostalgic craving for "the good old 

days". The yeung gener3tion applauds Haddis and his work, on 

the assumption that he is the best critic- author tQe country 

has ever produced. 
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A deeper look into his \'Iorks reveals that they R.re 

controvRrsial. What he says at one place is seen to be 

contradict€·d in another as is the case in iJon,jelegnal'l Dagna, 

I'Ihere he condemns the ammassinf, of l'Iealth and at the same 

time preaches of the sacredness of property . 57 His Horks 

are witnesses to his lack of a firm stand and clear ideolo-

gical conception. In regard to , .• hat type of change and 

society Haddis seeks, it is succinctly summarized by Zerihun 

Asfaw. Zerihun observes that "Haddis runs for an establishment 

of a new system based on the 01d.,,58 He wants to retain the 

whole old system. But even the type of establishment that he 

wants to build on the old systRm does not come out clearly in 

any of his works. 

Though Haddis has his own weakensses as a social critic , 

he has reacted to his soc io-political rrilieu by exposing the 

grim realities of the past semi-feudal and semi- capitalist 

society of Ethiopia. He has sho'ffi his reactions by criticising 

the feudal society, the Orthodox church and the despotic monarchy. 

These criticisms which were directed in the form of social , 

po l itical, relisious and moral criticisms were the medium through 

which he tried to expose the shortcomings of the past regime . 

The extent of Haddis Alemayehu ' s criticisms is limited 

in scope. To begin with, he is an idealist l'Iith a hazy vi sion 

of the type of a system to replace the one he condemns. He 

57Haddis Alemayebu, Loc. Cit. 

58 "Thc Literacy Styles of Haddis Alemayehu and Baalu 

Girma" p . 13. 
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is also a very cautious critic who knows whom to critici ze 

and how far to go in his antagonisms of the ruling class . 

Despite the fact that Haddis is considered in ce~tain quarters 

as a dedicated socialist , he i s no more than a well - wishing 

utopian. 

Haddis Alemayehu ' s one worthwhile contribution is that , 

like Charles Dickens, he has succeeded in , exciting our sympathy 

on behalf of the suff ering masses. Though the causes for mass 

suffering and the solutions for it are not beyond the under­

standing of Haddis, he seems to have delibe rately made himself 

vague instead pinpointing the solution. Of course , that would 

have brought about the fat e of the other outspoken individuals 

like Asheber G/HivlOt, Asaminew GII-lold and Abbe Gubegna on Haddis 

too. 

At no time does he admit that the feudal system with 

the despotic monarchy at the head was the underlying cnuse for 

the backwardness of the nation and the mis r eable conditions of 

its \.lOrking people. He deliberately avoids praising the monarchy; 

but he does not condemn it either, in spite of the glaring 

realities. In this regard at least he is better off than Sylvia 

Pankhurst who referred to Haile Selassie as "guardian of 

educCltion , pione er of progress, leader of nis people in -peace 

Clnd war." 

Haddis Alemayehu ' s silence on the downfClll of the feudal 

regime, and the relatively inferior novel he produced on ITaile 

59Syl via I'arili:hrust, :ithiopia, a Cultural Histo:r;:;y: 

(London, 1975), (front cover page). 



Selassie ' s Ethiopia, years after the dOwnfall of Haile Selassie , 

point towards OD e thing only---he d id not expect this kind of 

a Lu Hsun and ;'lis comment on Chinese wri ters under similar 

cond i tions : 

There have been cases in China of writers who 

look fan-lard to revolution but who fall silent 

once the revolution comes. As things turned 

out out differently and found the realities unpalat­

able, they felt no urge to write.60 

So the same Haddis who was able to vividly portroy the living 

conditions of the masses and who hinted a t some sort of change 

in the face of the ruthless censorship, declined to voi ce bis 

opinions one way or the other concerning the ongoing revolution . 

Raddis i..lemayehu ' s dissatisfaction with the change in 

the country stems from his idealistic and utopian conccutions 

in regard to chunge. The type of change he wished for Ethiopia 

was that which could be brought about in a very r:raduel process 

without uprooting the traditionally establ ished system. The 

radical and swift revolution of 1974 i-Jas simply a thing b eyond 

his expectation and desire. As a result, he lost the urge to 

wr ite. The matGrialistic world outlook clashed with his ideal­

istic one, for "Harldis Alemayehu is an obj ec tive idealist . ,,61 

It is then difficult, if not impossible , to categorize 

Raddis under ej.ther the radical or the reactionary camp . He 

should be appreciated for the fact that he is sensitive to 

the social problems that he raises , however, are questionable . 

6°f-larxists on Literature , pp. 396 - 397 . 

61~'k' rl 1 
j:4l ~ 1re ..!.o esse;. , 
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Though he is an idealist whose revolutionary contributions 

are limited, the fact that he has revealed the objective 

r eal ities of the feudal past with striking vividness makes 

Haddis Alemayehu a cornerstone in the literary h i story of 

Amharic. 
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A P PEN D I X ES 



Q. 

A. 

A P FEN D I X A 

An Interview vIi th Ato Haddis illemayehu 

Until the outbreak of tho popular Revolution of 

1966 E.C. , no artist, you being an exception, has 

dared to expose the naked sordid realities of the 

feudal society directly. How do you account for this 

apathy on the part of our writers? 

I am afraid I cannot claim that I was the only 

writer to point out the existing realities of the old 

feudal society. Countless others have directly tried 

to expose it over the years. 

If there W::lS apathy on the part of our writers , 

which I am reluctant to 3dmit , the cause could be 

attributed to sensorship. It used to be rumoured 

that very few writers got bock more than one fourth of 

their original manuscripts after the censors were through-­

rewritten at that . Even after the Vlork had somehow 

passed the censorship safely, legal or illegal actions 

against the writer could not be ruled out. What else 

can discourage a \'Iri ter more than this? 

Q. You ,Jere an offic i al of the former government 

until its downfalL What lvas the "sf"cret" of your 

survival after touching upon so many sensitive issues 

in your daring novel, Fikir Esque Mekaber? 
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First of all, I did not write Fikir Esgue Mekaber , 

nor did I expose the [TOSS injustices of the feudal p'.lSt 

in my capacity as a member of the former government . I 

just put down in that book what I kne\, of feudal Ethiopia. 

-I honestly felt it ~y duty as any ordinary Ethiopian to 

share my knowledge with the present generation. 

The so call&d "secret" of my survival, I think, 

is quite obvious. Fikir ES<1ue 1'1ekaber deals with the 

feudal society and mos t of the malpractices mentioned in 

the novel, were at least theoretically non- exi stent 

after the Italian occupation. The Emperor felt that 

the credit for these abolitions goes to him. Moreover, 

my se tting the story some",here towards the turn of the 

century mis l ed some people, the Emperor included, into 

assuming that I w,,-s trying to contrast the "dark;' feudal 

Ethiopia with the "golden" rule of Haile Selassie. Had 

Wonjelegnaw Dagna, which is about Haile Selassie ' s 

Ethiopia, been published at the time, one could h .J.ve 

told a different tale. 

Was there anything that happened to you or your 

work Fikir Esque ~iekaber , after it reached the public? 

My first novel, Fikir Esque 1'Iekabe r Vias r eceived 

with mixed feelings . Some praised it and SFtid it was 

good piece of creative work; others looked upon it c,s 

a kind of subversive "ctivity solely designed to sow 

the; seed of discontent among the innocent peasantry. 
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Apporently it seems th8.t the people who counted , along 

wi th the Emperor , looked on it vii th favour and the 

Haile Selassic I Tru st F'oundation bestowed on m" the 

1962 E.C. prize for literature. That \'iOS about all 

that happened to me or my work. 

Q. The setting cf both , Fikir Escue Mekaber and 

Q. 

Wonjelagnaw Dagna , is f e uda l Ethiopia. The former , 

published during the r e ign of Haile Helassie , hurls 

abuses on the dec3dent soci e ty and attacks it bitterly 

while the 18.tter, publish ed much later a fter the 

Revolution, tends to be somewhat mild. What are the 

r easons ? 

The ques tion of F'ikir Esgue Nek2.ber being bitter 

in its a ttack on the feudal society and that of 

Wonj elegnaw Dagn a being mild is r e lative . For one thing , 

unlike Fi kir Esgu e Mek abE r whose setting i s pre- Hail e 

Se l assie , Won.j e l e gnaw Dagna, set in Haile Selassie ' s 

Eth i op i a h ed to be mild if I \vere to get it published-­

which was my a im at the time. Secondly, I cannot for one 

deny the big c hange that I observed betl-Ieen the Ethiopia 

of Fikir Escue Mekab e r and the one unde r the later ye a r s 

of Hail e Se12ssie. These changed conditions, though some 

find it very diffi cult to admit, h ove forced me to make 

my tone a liGt l e bit mild . 

What was the significance of the publication of 
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your sf;'cond novel, \'ion.jel egnal-J Dc>gnfl, after seven yec.rs 

of revolutionary struggle? 

A. AS I h ove cleflrly pointed out in the preface of 

the afore - mentioned book , the composition of Won,jel egnaw 

Dagna was be fore the Revolution. For a numb e r of r easons 

its publication held to HRi t till c.fter the Revolution . 

It was my intention to ge t it published Hithout 

alte r Rt ions made on my orginal idea. This, I think , 

has made the book in general and th e ideas expressed in 

there in pa.rticular, lOok incompatible with the present 

reali~lcs . But it i s not so . ~s to th e significance of 

the Hork and its publication, I lea ve the judgement to 

my audience : present and future . 

Q. It i s evident that you abhor exploitntion of man 

by man. You h 8.ve also made it cleor in your vlOrks tha t 

you wish to s ee B strong an d prosperous Ethiopia. How 

is it that you , who have been exposed to modern influence 

so early in life , did not realise and even tacitly s uggest 

that socialism i s the only road towards people ' s proBr ess 

and prosperity? 

I adr1ire tho se imaginoti ve sc i ence- fiction \'lri tr:rs 

who have a wide scope of imagination. On my part, I 

cannot t alk 'Jbout things which I ha ve not experienced . 

I tried, in " way , to point out the W8.ys i n wh i ch the 

m8.sses ef Ethi op i a could ach i eve what others have ~chieved 



A. 

49 -

in the shortest possible tim". 

Ethiopia l"Iin ll;vnet ;.stedader Yasfelibatal? is a 

living example. The pol i tics, the rule of soch,lism , 

Western democracy or what ever you might think up , is 

a luxury that our hungr.y , illiterate and backward people 

could not afford. The choice of the type of goveJ~ent 

to represent them should best be left to the m'lsses them-

selves .,here cmd when they are reRdy for it and not f orced 

upon them. Our socie ty, I f ee l, is not yet ready for that. 

In your pamphlet-like- book, Ethiopia I'Jin .'ynet 

astedader Yasfe1 igatal ? you imply that the 1953 ~.c. coup 

was uncRl1ed for and that it was a rebellion th.? t hes 

left a blp-ck spot on our history. Do you still hold the 

same opinion? 

The movement of 1953 E.C. cannot be c~lled a coup 

in the real sense of the world. If we have to call it 

a coup at '111, it vras an abortive palace coup led by a 

handful of ~im1ess , snd disorganized officers. God alone 

knows ,,,here they ,,,euld h[lve gone from there held they b8~n 

successful, for the~' hed no objectives to be guided by. 

Hence , my Ii ttl€ pamphlet , Ethiopia Min Aynet "st9dc.,der 

Yasfe1igFltal?, which was presented to the Emperor but 

could not be published at the time. To be honest 'vi th 

myself, I still look upon that movement as an anarchic 

and shameful r ebell ion as I did at the time . 

1 
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Based on the present objective realities, what 

do you think would have been the f easibility of what you 

have pointed out in your pamphlet, had it been carried 

out? 

A. I wish not to base our discussion on hypothetical 

it. 

premi ses. But to answer your question, I do not see 

any reason why we could not havo h ad a much more advanced 

and prosperious Ethiopia , provided , of course , the ten-year 

plans were put into practice diligently. 

You have beyond doubt fulfilled your responsi9ility 

of expos ing and laying bore the drqwbacks of feudal 

Ethiopia- -the socioty R.S well as the regime. 

As a conscious and conscientious artist, how do 

you rRte our .B.mharic writers who have published creative 

works after the Revolution, form and content I'!ise? 

The statement about fulfill ing my responsibility 

of exposing the short comings of the old feudal society 

i s more thc:m I deserve. VJe hp.ve produced conscientious 

artists after the Revolution as before it. As a result , 

I hflve nothing but respect for a r tist like Abe Gubegna 

and Dagnachew Horku for their works before the Revolution. 

'vlhen we come to the creative works done nfter t he 

Revolution, the novGls of BRalu Girm8, Berhanu Zerihun 

and TRdel e Gebre Hiwot are suporb f,mharic works of art 

which arc unpcrallelcd so f'1r in form as well as in 

content . 
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Dram~~ is said to be sui teble for satirical works 

of nrto Why didn't you edClpt this g enre for your 

social criticism? 

I reRdily ,~gree wi th the sui tRbili ty of dr.ama for 

satirical worko In fact when I first started writing, it 

was in a drama formo A satirica,l pl a y I produced around 

1936 EoCo had earned me quite n bit of fame at the time. 

Somehmv , in my later works I resorted to novel writing o 

I really cannot say whother the shift was fortunate or 

noto 

Besides your five published works to date, do you 

have other works for publication in the future? If so , 

are they set on the Revolution? 

, 

Ao I have one novel which I hope will Callie out of the 

publishing house very soono Once again , this Hark which 

s hould have come before Wonjelegnaw Dagna is set on p r e ­

r evolutionary Ethiop i a o Almighty willinG , I will cndevour 

to publish my memoirs 0 I me afraid I have no time or 

energy left for a new ereativ8 work , revolutionary or 

otherwiseo 

1 
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