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Abstract 

The main purpose of this study was to examine the successes and challenges of 

teaching grade nine English through satellite TV in three government schools in Addis 

Ababa namely, Wondirad, Kokebe Tsibah and Menelik II Secondary Schools. 

To achieve the above purpose, descriptive survey method \\'as employed. For this 

purpose, 285 grade nine students, 28 grade nine English teachers and 6 directors were 

selected from the three high schools. The three high schools were selected purposefully 

and the students were selected randomly. All available grade nine English teachers and 

directors were included in the study. 

The instruments used to collect data were questionnaire, observation and 

interview. The obtained data were analyzed by using percentages and mean values. The 

qualitative data obtained from open- ended questions and interviews were reported' as 

given by respondents. 

The study revealed that the satellite TV tried to integrate the four language skills 

and syllabus (textbook). Moreover, the satellite TV used visual aids familiar to grade nine 

students. To the contrary, students and classroom teachers didn't participate in the 

teaching-Ieaming process .Moreover, students of grade nine had negative attitudes 

towards grade nine English satellite TV. 

The study further revealed that grade nine English teachers didn't get any lll­

service utilization training. Hence, they carried out their roles minimally. The findings 

also showed that lack of English language from students, lack of enough time given by 

satellite TV due to large volume of grade nine English textbook, large number of 

students, lack of discipline from students and lack of curricular materials made the 

implementation of grade nine English very low. 

Finally, on the basis of the findings, it was recommended that teachers should get 

lll-- service training on utilization of satellite TV by using seminars, workshops etc. 

Students should practise communicative language starting from elementary schools. The 

satellite TV teacher should consider the English language problems of grade nine 

students. Concerned bodies like EMA, MOE and ICDR should be involved in minimizing 

as well as in solving the problem areas to bring about effective teaching-learning process. 

Vll 
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Chapter one 

I. The Problem and Us App.-oach 

1.1. Introduction 

Education is not limitcd to the classroom teaching. It has been broad-based and 

multi-dimensi nal. ducalion is learning and there i. no end to learning and no frontiers 

of I arning. Thcrcl"ore . . chooling has cea. ed to monopolize the source of learning 

( I lolwilty. 198...j.:2) 

Thi shows that multiplicity of media and facilities hould be encouraged together 

with chooling. This mean. that providing students with all kinds of facilities and 

techniques i. ssential for effective as well as efficien t learning. 

Developing countrie. are characterized by scattered population. limited 

government fund .. in suffic ient qualified teachers. in sufficient materials and insufficient 

training and others. For such countri es, the u e of media is of great value. [t i true that 

media are u. ed to accelerate the pace of national development in general and for bringing 

about qU8Iitati\'c a. well a. quantitativ improvement of education 111 

puniClllar( Sheri ngton.197.3). 

In the pa. l. the communication process was dependent on poken word through 

the medium of classroom teacher. However. nowadays. the u e of different 

communication facilities has been given more emphasis . As a re. ult. many kinds of 

media have been incorporated in the educational sy. tem. One of the mo. t recent media 

used in education is T . T is a multi-media equipment by which different kind. of 

mean .. , media and material can be utilized for producing and utilizing it. programme. 

Edll~ational tclevi . ion programme br adca. ting ha. long hi. tory in Ethiopia. The 

shortage of teachers in I <)()()s' forced the government to use t levi . ion. ince that time. 

tclc\ 'ision broadcasting Il ~h heell uscd in education in c lIaboration \\'itll thc cla:sroom 

tcachcr (Tdera. 200(): I). 

According to Shcringtoll ( 1973). the imparlance of tclevision in education ha: 

gro\\'1l particularly in the discip linc of language teaching and Icarni ng. 80th language and 

telc\ 'i. ion arc mcdia or communication . 



.. 

Ther is no cunni ·t between tele ision content and language contenl. If the two 

m dia ·tre combined prop'rly. a PO\ erful force for educational ends will be formed. 

This show. that tcle i. ion has great potential for teaching languag~. One of the 

greate. t characteristic. r t levi. ion in teaching language i. that it has a power to present 

language in ont t. ont xtual pI' . entation of language is the most important method of 

t aching language. 

The u of TV ha. been giv n more empha. i. in thiopia. As a result, it ha now 

widely used in the ~ thiopian educati nal y. tem. For this reason, the Ethiopian 

go rnment introduced . at Ilite televi . ion for teaching six . ubject (Engli h, Math, 

Phy ic, hemi try, Bioi gy Civic and Ethical Education) in high . chool . The medium 

of in truction u. ed by the atellite televi ion to teach all these ubject is nglish. Thi 

hO\ s that Engli h plays a great role in the educational sy tem of Ethiopia. The 

. crondary cho I Engli h language had been prepared by recognizing two major need of 

econdary tudent: Engli h for academic purpo e and English for general u e (Frehiwot 

,2005). The curriculum addres es not only the English language content or knowledge but 

identifi d goal. and purpose for developing the Engli h language kills by designing 

relevant activitie which focu. on both form and u e of the Engli h 

language(Littl Wood,1981). According to Petro (2004:9), Engli h i selected to be 

transmitted by atellite tele ision becau e of two reasons. The 1 5t reason i that it is used 

a a subject of tudy for all high school tudents so that they should develop it more by 

u. ing satellite technology. econdly, it is u ed as a medium of instruction. It u e to 

under. tand other . ubject area except Amharic. 

In addition to being u ed by atellite TV in high, chool , Engli h i u ed a a 

. ubject of tudy starting from grade one and as a medium of in. truction tarting from 

grade . even. However, despite the long time tudents pas. in learning it, mo t of them do 

not have adequate knowledge of Engli h. ome re ear hers a. ociat the failures of it to 

several i. sues. Meselech Habte( 19S1I), Mesel Bedane ( 1992)and Berhanu Haile( L 999) 

concluded that the traditional language teaching m thod logy follow d by cla room 

teacher wa. one of the mO. t important . ource. of problem. of English languag . 

Meselech (1991) and Mcselc (1992) added that the traditional arrang menl of textbooks 

\Va. also the other problem contributing to [h low efficiency of .tudellt. ' low Engli h 
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