
, 

A CATALOGUE OF SOME MANUSCRIPTS IN ANKOBARR 

MADIjANEcALAM CHURCH MUSEUM 

BY 

WONDWOSEN ADMASU WOLDEHANNA 

A THESIS SUBMITTED TO THE SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY 

IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 
DEGREE OF MASTERS OF ARTS IN PHILOLOGY 

MAY, 2011 

ADDIS ABABA 



A CATALOGUE OF SOME MANUSCRIPTS IN ANKOBARR 

MADQANE11LAiw CHURCH MUSEUM 

BY 

WONDWOSEN ADMASU WOLDEHANNA 

COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCE AND HUMANITY 

FACULTY OF HUMANITIY 

I, the undersigned, declare that this thesis is my original work and has not been 

presented for a degree in any other university, and that all source of materials 

used for the thesis have been duly acknowledged. 

Name: 16/ond lAIO fen AdmCl W IAlold eh ()'I1 Cl 

Date: 10- 06' - 2 alJ 

Place: Addis Ababa University 

Date of submission: May. 2011 



Table of content Page 

Acknowledgment . ..... . .... . . .... . .. .. . ... . .. . . .. .. ... . . . ............ ... .. .. .. . .. . ... . .. . . .. . ... ... . ... . .. .i 

Abstract. .... . ... .... ......... ... .. .. . .. ..... .. ... .. .. . .. . .. . ... . . . .... . . .. . .. .. . .. .. ... . . .... .. ..... . ..... . . .ii 

List of Tables .................... ........... . .. . .. . .. .. . ....... ... ................ . ...... . .. . .. ....... ..... .iii 

Abbreviations and Acronyms ..... . .......... . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . ........... .. ... . ....... ............ .iv 

Translation of Phonetic Symbols ...... . ...... .. ................ . .. .. . . .. ....... .......... ... ...... .. v 

'; 1. Introduction ............. ........... .... .. . . .. .... .. ..... .. . ......... ..... .. ... ................... . ..... 1 

1.1. Background ........ ...... .... . ........ ......... .......... . ...... .. . .. ......... .. . .. ........ ... . .. 1 

1.2. Statement of the problem ................................ .. . .. .. ........................... 6 

1.3. Objectives of the study .............. .. .... . .. . ..... . .. . .. . .................. . .. . .. . ... . ..... 7 

1.3.1. General objectives .. ..... .... ... ........... .. ..... .... ...................... .. ..... . .... 7 

1.3.2. Specific objectives ... . ... .. ... .... . .. ...... .. .... .. . .. . .. .. .. . .. .. ... .. . .... .. ... ..... .. 7 

1.4. Research questions ..... ......... .. ... . .. . .. . ... . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. .. ... .. ... ... . .. . ....... . ... ... 8 

1.5. Research design and methodology ........... . .. . .. . ........ ..... ..... ... . .. ...... ... . .. 8 

1.5.1. Research design .. . ........ ...... . .. . ............................... . .. .. .. ..... . ... ..... 8 

1.5.2. Data sources and collection techniques .................... . .......... ... ... .. 8 

1.5.3. Methods . ... . ..... . ........... . ...... . ......... . ... . ............. . ... . .. . . . .. . .............. 8 

1.6. Significance of the study .. .... .. ...... .. ..... .. ...... ... .. ........ ... .. ... . .. . ... .. ......... 9 

1. 7. Review of Related Literature . .. . ... . ........ . .. . ............... .. .. ... ............. .. ... . 1 0 

2. Textual Analysis and Cataloguing ... .... ... .. ..... . .... . ....... . ......... . .. . .. . ............ 22 

2.1. Biblical Books ................ . ...... .... ....... ............ . ... ...... .. .. .................... 22 

2.1.1. tTDlItTD-t. we:'- [Mazmura dawit] Psalter 1.. . ......... . .. . .. . .. .•............ " 22 

2.1.2. tTDlItTD·t. ~'1?T [Mazmura dawit] Psalter II" ............ .. . .. .. ........ ........ 25 

2.1.3. tTDlItTD·t. ~'1?T [Mazmura dawit] Psalter III ....... . ...... ... ... ............... 27 

2.1.4. m11.t'I I'"rh,}lI [WangeEi yol:mms] John ......................... .... .. .. ..... 29 

2.1.5. m11.t'I I'"rh'}lI [Wangela yol;nms] John II ............................ .. .. ...... 31 

2.1 .6 . lIm·t'l°ll [pawlos] Paul.. .............................................................. 34 

2.2. Services Books ... " ................. ... .. . ........... .. .. .. .. .... . .......... . .. .. ..... .. ..... 36 



Table of content Page 

Acknowledgment .......... .. ... ... .... ... .. ... . ..... . ... . . ... ... .. . . ... . .. . . .. . .. .. . .. . .... ..... ... . ... .. .. i 

Abstract. ... . ... .. ... .. .. . . . .... .. ..... ............ .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . ... ...... ... . .. . .. . ..... .. .. . ... . .... . ..... .ii 

List of Tables ...... ....... . .. . . .. ..... . .. . .. . .. ...... ... .. ... .. . .... . ........... .................. .... . .... .iii 

Abbreviations and Acronyms .. . .. ....... ...................... ..... . ....... .... . .. . . ................ iv 

Transla tion of Phonetic Symbols . .. .......... ....... ... .. ......... .. .... ....................... ... .. v 

" 1. Introduction .... . .. . .... .... .............. .. . ... ... ...... ... . .. .... .. . ..................... . .. .. ..... .. . l 

1.1 . Background .................... .. ........... . .... ...... . ...... . . . .... ... ... .. .. ....... .. ......... l 

1.2 . Statement of the problem ....................... .. . ...... . . ........ . ............. ...... .... 6 

1.3. Objectives of the study .............................. .. ... .............. ........... .. ........ 7 

1.3.1. General obj ectives .. ..... ........... . ..... . .. . .. . .. .... . .. .... .... .. .. .................. 7 

1.3.2. Specific objectives ..... ... ... .. . .... ... ... ... .. ........ .. .................... ........... 7 

1.4. Research questions .................................... . .. . ...... . .. . ... . ...... ......... .... .. 8 

1.5. Research design and m ethodology ...... .......... ... ............. . ............ ......... 8 

1.5.1. Research design ..................................... .. .............. . ..... ...... ........ 8 

1.5.2. Data sources and collection techniques ....................................... 8 

1.5.3. Methods ...................... . .. .... .... .. .......... .. . ......... .. .. . .. . .... ....... .... .. .. 8 

1.6. Significance of the study ...... . ....... . ... .. ... .. . ............ .. . ........................... 9 

1.7. Review of Rela ted Literature ....... ........... .... .. .......... ... ............. .. ......... 10 

2. Textual Analysis and Cataloguing .. .. ........ ... .... .. ....... .............. . ................ 22 

2. 1. Biblical Books .... ... . ... . ...... ... ........ . .... ..... .. .... . ...... . . .. ......... .. .. ..... ...... 22 

2 .1.1. ao·!lao·{. we-} [Mazmura dawit] Psalter I. .............. .... .................. 22 

2. 1.2. aollao·{. Pr'fr [Mazmura dawit] Psalter II. .. .. .. . .................. .. ........ . 25 

2.1.3. aollao·{. Pr'f:" [Mazmura dawit] Psalter IlL ..................... . .. ...... .. .. 27 

2. 1.4. (J)'}'UI I"rh'}{l [Wangela yol:mnds] John .......... ......... ... ................ 29 

2. 1.5. (J)'}1.t'\ I"rh,}{) [Wangela yo~nllds] John 11... ........................ ......... .. 3 1 

2.1.6. J\(J).t'\u{) [I?awlos] Paul. .. ... .................... ....... ....... . .. . .. . ...... . ...... ... . 34 

2.2 . Services Books ... .. ....... .. . . ..... ... ..... ........ ..... . ..... ...... . ..... .. .. .. . .. ... .. ..... 36 



( 

AKNOWLEDGMENTS 

I would like to express my deeply felt gratitude to my advisor Dr. Mulugeta 

Seyoum who went through a great patience by tolerating the whole endeavor to 

read and comment my paper by devoting much of his valuable time. 

I am eminently indebted to all my friends and relatives who patiently and 

diligently provide material and moral supports: Ato Ayele Menbere, Ato Gezahegn 

Negash, Ato Tedila Kutaye, Ato Asnake Menbere, Ato Moges Belayneh, Ato Mulatu 

Aklilu and W I ro Ruth Menbere. They share their valuable perspective and 

material incentives for accomplishing this paper very much indeed. 

I am very much great full for the incessant collaboration of the following company: 

Merti Woreda Educational Office, The Ethiopian Orthodox Church Patriarch 

Office, The Northern Shoa Diocese Office, Northern Shoan Zone Administration 

Office, Ankobar Woreda Adminstration Office, Ankobar Loge Staffs, Ankobar 

Madbane'alam Church museum and National Archive Centers of Ethiopia 

Departments of Microfilm Library. 

More over my d eepest gratitude is to W l ro Misrak Menbere , my cherished spouse, 

this academic success resulted from her unpreserved scarification and honest 

devotion which I can't express it with my words can recount. 



Abstract 

Ethiopia is a home of enormous ancient written cultures. It is also a residence of 

southern Semitic written accounts. G~'~z scripts are the most dominant heritage 

of the country. Usually they are preserved by Ethiopian Orthodox Churches 

especially in each church yard commonly known as [ '.;>qabet] . Even if they are 

more of religious they contain many secular aspects which are useful for 

researchers. 

The collection of Ankobarr Mad\)ane 'Aliim Church is the selected site for this 

study because it was one of the five churches established by the Shoan Kings in 

their capital during the Medieval Period. There are three kinds of scripts such as 

codices, scrolls and epigraphic in the collection. From the group of codices sixty 

nine vellum manuscripts are taken as the total population of this study and 

fifteen of them are as a subject of it. The study employed on focused group 

discussion and document analysis as primary data sources. It was for the 

purpose of achieving historical references about the selected collections of this 

study. It also engaged secondary tools such as cataloguing works of other 

scholars in the same locality. After gathering data the work of catalogue has 

conducted with the analysis of colophons. Based on this chapter one is an 

introduction, chapter two the body and chapter three summaries, conclusion and 

recommendation. 

Based on the obtained major findings essential suggestions were forwarded to 

ameliorate the observed drawback by the researcher. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1. Background 

CHAPTER ONE 

Ethiopia is the country which keeps the art of the old method of preparing ink 

and manufacturing vellum alive. (Sergew, 1981: 35) It has been the 

uncontestable writing medium almost for 1500 years until the 19 th century 

when paper began partially to be used. Such writing material was probably 

introduced to Ethiopia by the Nine Saints who conducted to translate the whole 

Bible in to G;) 'n. (ibid) It has had its own logical evidences. Ethiopia had and 

still has many cattle so that it is rich in livestock in the whole contin ents of 

Africa. Sergew a dded that there are 200,000 manuscripts which were reputed 

to be owned by the 14,000 churches and monasteries of the country. Each of 

the monasteries and the thousands of churches has building in the yards 

known as ' ;)qabet (store -house) in which books and other church items are 

stored. (ibid) 

Since time in the past the vanous aspects of conflicts that followed by war 

destroyed many churches and monasteries with their treasures and 

manuscripts. Futuh al Ha bash a out lines in the large number of cases in which 

beautiful churches were pulled down, their riches plundered. Today, only a 

short glimpse at the splendor of cultural life in medieval Ethiopia can be found 

in remote libraries of some island and mainland monasteries. (Tadesse, 1972: 

301) 

The manuscripts in those institutions h ave had dual contents which h ave not 

only religious but also secular values. A class of sources very important for the 

history of Abyssinia, for example, is the lives of these Saints who had some 

influences on the events and the development of the country. (Ta ddesse, 

1972: 113) 
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Now days, many indigenous and foreign scholars look for primary sources from 

these institutions. But many of the manuscripts from there have not been 

organized and well displayed for them. There were some beginnings on 

cataloguing and microfilming them. According to Macomber (1975:1), the 

project to establish an Ethiopian Manuscript Microfilming Library was first 

conceived by his Holiness, Abuna Tewoflos, the then Acting Patriarch of the 

Ethiopian Orthodox Church. By that time he was concerned about the 

irreparable loss and damage that the priceless treasure of the church have been 

suffering as a result of inadequate housing and improper care. The result of the 

project is serving as the richest platform for Ethiopian studies in general and 

the country's manuscript culture in particular and it is the hope of Ethiopisists 

that the proj ect will resume its activity so that a comprehensive understanding 

of Ethiopia's history, culture and philosophy will emerge out of the plenty of 

written heritages across the country which is yet to be documented. Rita, 

(1994:201) . For that to happen soon, the full cooperation of the custodians of 

these valuable manuscripts i.e. monasteries and ancient parishes is highly 

expected. 

One of the most potential areas where Ethiopia's written heritage has long been 

preserved is the Shoan highlands. This seems to be well understood by the 

initiators of the EMML project that the Ankobarr district of the Shoa province 

was taken as the principal area from which lots of manuscripts were copied. 

Macomber (1976: vi). Ankobarr was the capital city of the Ethiopian Empire at 

different stages in its long history, and the manuscripts from the area are 

accordingly older and more interesting, at least in general than the manuscripts 

from the modern capital. Darkwah (1966: 15) added that the students who seek 

to reconstruct the history of Shoa before the regime of Sah;)lii S;)llase comes up 

against the problem of sources. It may be argued that as far as the possession 

of a written indigenous language is concerned. 

These areas are very preferable by historians, as Munro (2002: 64) stated that 

an important area of stability that interested European governments was the 
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then Eastern Shoan province. As the century progressed a series of capable 

rulers were a ble to enlarge this small province in to substantial and stable 

k ingdom of Shoa. Regarding the esta blishment of Ankobiirr as a capital, Mar~'~d 

'Azmach 'Am~ba ' Iyasus, moved the capital of Shoa from Doqaqit to Ankobiirr, 

and remained the principal residen ce of the ruler of Shoa until M~nil~k II 1878. 

According to H~ruy Walda S~llase the establishment of Ankobiirr as the 

foundation to the Shoan Kingdom is as follows: 

M aoCM.: l.·nr.. I'I1Cfl~'<;' flao· "'.'\"'l, .'ptl :: hH.U9" n:\" (JJ.\'. 

l.,ttnc (JJ'r-f h·,,"'1 n'll~'ll~ tIL ntl . .I' ~''i'C l'~nl:r(JJ· l.,tt "'/°;I:'} 

~Y.:;:r l.·lC 1''' (JJg. hlr. '/I]~::: hl.1'.II.U9" ;:r~C'<;' ·"t.C·!'- no/I Il; 

"lao'}' h'1
'
1 n:\" nl'lj·,:,} /~ ,/'"} /'//'1:1, 0,9" l.U.<;' ~,Cfl' nwt·(JJ· 

n(hC l.9"1] n,.,. I1Cflo/;.I'1 ·,·,,,nl:: 

l.·nr.· !lU. n:\" tli1: MU') l •. l'fl·fl nM-l> l.tI;J ,""'aom:: (JJ.'\ . .I'(JJ·9" 

(hC M"I]'} ,} .. f· M·" 1"lll 'Il~(JJ'1 I'l.·}ttncl h·"°'1 n(tfl~' hCh'} 

h'i:f1" "'11'1/, • .1' h·'·°'1 M.l1(JJ·::" O<.,e mtt.I!,..,..,t)n,: 1928) 

M,i'r;} ';}d 'Azmac 'Abb;}yye or Qiidame Qal was a pioneer to 

establis h Ankobdrr. He passed away on Yiikatit 12, 1937 

E.C and buried at Hiirr'iimba cnurch where it was 

constructed by him before. 

'Amdha 'Iyyiisus became a sucssessor and seized the power. 

He left lJiirr'iimba then transf erred the seat of government at 

Ankobdrr soon which his father established it before. He also 

made it better town by accommodating three traced slopes. 

(I:;bruy, 1982: 18) 

On the oth er hand, Darkwah (1 966: 15) stated that the first ruler and the 

founder of wh a t was later to become th e dynasty of these was Nagasi 

K~r~stos Wiiradaqal commonly known as Niigasi born to a wealthy 

3 



proprietor of ' An gaca, in one of th e district of Manz. 'Am~ba ' Iyyasus on 

coming to power in Man z p aid a visit to Gondiir , wh ere h e was m et by th e 

Scottish traveler , J ames Bruce, in 1771. Bruce refered to 'Am~ba 'Iyyasus 

a s th e son of th e governor of Shoa and explained that the Shoan prince 

had a commission from his father governor of Shoa, to deta ch Gu ilo, if 

possible , from his alliance with Powass en (EMML.19 / A/ 6) . 

Mars~ 'ebazan Wiildaqirqos a dded that the following articles: 

Y1<;' ;1-611 l,'}/10C,} uo"f.uo6Y 1'I!1'''''''1',-r {,uot."l'}- uoCCJY: l,1t"'1":): 

l, ·m~· '1:l'm·: : -'l<;. "l '} '1'1 t)f!,uowCof:'}' liMO." Ajn:m· uoCCJY: 

l,'uo'ff l,9"' ) lSI'I '1I h" ''''1:':m''} hll.Y M~:C1m' l,</>',,:,,:: 

hY,"l',;I-:l'm'9" 'Oll'}- (,,,,',t) ,n1tO' :I'C t.9".) l,.{'I'I·1I (,"'1.rIA 119" 

l,mfll'l'l'm':: 'f'C l,9"') l,.{'I'I·1I uo"f.uo6Y hl,'}/lOC ii h.flo"'1,-rC C:I' 

09":"1"i M·,; '}- 09"-rCJA /It.·O;l- 'If!, '}-'}7i h·""'1 wC·I·m· p"tJA n,,}­

;l-M' h.-'l', 9",nt.-r·} ·,..l1I'\m· ·,..</>9"mm· hH.Y h{""uo'll'll'l' l,'}/lnc} 

ooi'l''1-r :~uo<;.:: nl,'}/lnC 'If!, ;l-M' 1.r-C1.1I'} h·,..hl'l' 0:\'1 'P'1 

h·"°'H:m··} nfi"l"l ·I .. n;l- 'If!, M',t.1· :: hlI.Y'} 'I.lt :~9"C' Mh M, 

9"'I.AI1 uo"f.uo6Y uo,}"lP"'}- Y:t.1I l, '}/lnC'} 'P'1 h·""'1 '1-r:: (ODCh'i 

;>111: 1937:1) 

Regarding to the history of the country, Ankobarr was first 

chose as a city by Miir';}d 'Az mac 'Abyye. Even though he 

passed away before establishing the town, his son Miir';}d 

'Azmac 'Am;}ga 'Iyyiisus made it a permanent seat and 

established it well. Due to his benevolence the then people 

called him by the nick name of kind 'Am;}ga 'Iyyasus. First 

he s tayed at 'gsttit four kilometers far from Ankobarr by 

establishing small town on the tip of the hill. He constructed 

the church of Covenant of Mercy then constructed Ankobarr 

from there . After constructing St. Gorge Church at Ankobarr, 
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he started to live on the s teep ed hill there. From this 

onwards up to the reign of M;mil:lk II Ankobiirr served as a 

cap ital. (Miirs:l '"e!;aziin, 1937 E. C) 

Likewise Darkwah (1966: 30) stated that following his father examples, 'AmJ!;a 

'Iyyasus established military out posts in the provinces which he re-conquered 

from the Oromo to serve as bases for operations furthers a field. Thus he 

founded '3sttit and Ankobiirr in the province of that name and built churches 

in both places (EMML.18/F/S). 

Now it is located in the Siimen Shoa zone of Amhara Region 40km to the east of 

Diibrii Barhan with a latitude 9°34'N, longitude 39°54'E and with elevation of 

2,465 meters. It includes Qadus Mika'el Church built by Sahala Sallase King of 

Shoa, Giyorgis church, Maryam Church and the focus of this research site 

Miidbane 'Aliim Church. Based on the Central Statistics Agency, Published in 

2005, and the Ankobiirr population was 1,114 male and 1,174 female total 

2,288. A former capital, Ankobiirr is the 2 nd largest town in Ankobiirr Warada 

next to the warada's capital Gorabela. 

This specific research site a t Madbane 'AEim Church is very near to the ancient 

palace of Shoan kingdom of Ankobiirr. There is also a mini church museum in 

the yard built by the funding of W /ro Maqdas 'Aliimu the spouse of Dr 

Haylagabr;)' el Dane. No doubt that the awareness of archival to make those 

manuscripts more access able and durable. Archival science is the theory and 

the study of the safe storage, cataloguing and retrieval of documents and items. 

In the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries the Amharas of Shoa 

recaptured lands seized by the Oromos, during the period following the end of 

the wars between the Ethiopian state and the Muslim conqueror Imam Ahmed 

Ibn Ibrahim. Diibra B;)rhan was rebuilt and new settlements were gradually 

established. Ankobiirr, an Oromo settlement was captured by the then ruler of 

Shoa 'Abayye, also known as Qiidami Qal (1720 - 45) who got the title of Mar' :ld 
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'Azmach from the rulers of Gondar. Situated on the escarpment overlooking the 

Muslim lowlands to th e east, Ankobiirr was destined to become th e most 

important settlement of Shoa in the 18th -century and in th e nineteenth, prior to 

the establishm ent of Addis Ababa. The first ruler to make Ankobiirr his capital 

was 'Am~ba ' Iyyasus (1745 - 1775). As was the custom the construction of th e 

town required the founda tion of one or more churches, Rita (1994 : 198-215) 

Kings (Sah~la S~lase) third and last church was an ambitious enterprise, for 

which the king h a d requested craftsmen from Gondor. It was completed by 

Sah~la S~lase's son and successor, Ijayla Malakot (1847 - 1855), after the death 

of his father. It took seven years to finish the building, which was said to be 

very beautiful. Rita, (1994: 198-2 15) 

Based on this concept cataloguing some selected manuscripts at Ankobiirr 

Madbane 'Alam Church Museum will bring those archives in life by enabling 

them safe as well as very accessable for historians and other researchers. 

1.2. Statement of the problem 

A number of literatures a ptly reveal that Ethiopia is the country which has 

plenty of ancient manuscripts. Most of these manuscripts belong to Ethiopian 

Orthodox Church es . The task of preserving the manuscripts was carried on 

further by a new institution, the Ethiopian Manuscripts Microfilming Library, 

established in September 1973. At first it was sponsored by the Ethiopian 

Orthodox Church and supported by finaces. As Haile Gabriel (1984: 215) most 

of this manuscripts collected from different remote area churches and 

monasteries. Regarding his expedition, Count Glechen reported. "Only last year 

h e (the Emperor) had been to Z~way and h a d over hauled all the treasures there 

was nothing of much value . Whatever manuscripts M~nil~k found on the 

expedi tion he brought to his ela borate scriptorium to be copied." Z~way and 

Ankobarr were believed to be the home land of different ancient manuscripts 
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which concealed from different Northern Ethiopia principalities in the case of 
religious expeditions of different epochs. 

In Ankobiirr Miidbane 'AIam Church Museum there are a number of 
manuscripts. They have not been fully catalogued yet . Beyond this, as the index 
of library a number of manuscripts included in Ethiopian Studies EMML. 
(Getatchew, 1993, VI pp.4 75-503 & VIII pp.62-70) 

These manuscripts in the targeted site, are not fully catalogued which means 
not available and safe. By doing so, it will enable them very accessable for 
researchers and provide awareness how to preserve them to the church 
museum administrator and workers. The manuscripts of this locality have very 
magnificent contribution for the study of medieval history of Africa. This 
specific cataloguing of them is a steep stone for the targeted study and other 
researchers. Accordingly it is h elpful to conduct a catalogue work by using 
indigenous language and their translation as well as transcription of basic 
terms. It makes this work more available for researcher than the preceding 
works. 

1.3. Objectives of the study 

1.3.1. The general objectives of the study 
.:. Understand the way how to preserve those manuscripts in Ankobiirr 

Miidbane 'Aliim Church museum . 

• :. Examine the nature and type of manuscripts in the museum. 

1.3.2. Specific objectives . 
• :. To list out the type of manuscripts In the Ankobiirr Miidbane 'Aliim 

Church Museum . 

• :. To select fifteen manuscripts based on their content varieties and age . 
• :. To identify and describe the content of each manuscripts. 
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.:. To provide clear and well-defined information about the physical 

condition of each manuscripts . 

• :. To make uncover their information to who needs in engaging research 

on those manuscripts in the future. 

1.4. Research Questions 

.:. What are the types of manuscripts in Ankobfur Miid\}ane 'Aliim 

Church Museum? 

.:. Which a re the best fifteen manuscripts regarding to their age and 

historical accounts? 

.:. How do they will catalogue to make them accessable for other 

scholars? 

1.5. Research design and methodology 

1.5.1. Research design 

This study has been exploratory; it has employed a qualitative research design. 

Thus, it would be analyzed qualitatively by explaining and studying the existing 

ma nuscripts in the museum. 

1.5.2. Data sources and collection technique 

This study has made use of primary data sources. These primary sources for 

the intended research would have been about fifteen Ankobfur Miid\}ane'Aliim 

Church Museum manuscripts. The researcher has conducted on searching for, 

selecting, reading, measuring and digitalizing those manuscripts. The rapport 

have been established with the officials of store house/ c;)qabet/ and church 

administrators to get sufficient information as well as good cooperation for the 

sake of this research tasks. Essentially, the study has relayed on those selected 

fifteen manuscripts but other secondary sources have been used, these 

secondary sources have included other published catalogues, which were 

related directly or indirectly to the targeted manuscripts. 
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1.5.3. Methods 

The study employs catalogue works with the document analysis method that 

has compiled the catalogue of those fifteen origional manuscripts. As Macomber 

(1975: i) indicated the initial and final page not only for each work contained in 

manuscripts, but also depending upon its size, for its principal division. 

The dating of the manuscripts also related with the reign of each rulers and 

kin gs becau se many of th e manuscripts dona ted by the kings and their vassals. 

Their names are also mentioned in the colophons as well as the end of each 

text. Also it has been given considerable attentions in the study even by using 

the chronology of rulers wh o donated the manuscripts and cross chekin g with 

paleographical techniques. This h elped to identify th e era which th e 

manuscripts were written. 

1.6. Significance of the study 

Th e catalogue will provide valuable information to researchers on those fifteen 

previously undocumented Ethiopic manuscripts. Furthermore, the findings 

can offer though implicitly some general direction [or the concerned government 

bodies and other Non-governmental organizations through raising awareness 

on how to preserve Ethiopian ancient manuscripts. 

"Anybody who is som eh ow attached to that part of the world known as 

Ethiopia would certainly declare the fact tha t the country h as something that is 

worth the attention of the scholarly world", (Getatchew, 1980: 7). The revival of 

the ancient civilization is absolutely relying on those manuscripts. For instance 

Emperor M;mil;)k II believed that the long wars of the preceding centuries 

destroyed civilization in Ethiopia and he m ade it his mISSIOn to restore 

Ethiopia's past cultural heritage. To this effect he issued orders to rebuild 

churches and patronized scribers in th e entire empire, (Haile Gebriel, 1984: 3) . 

Generally, Philology beyond its comprehension has multi-dimensional uses to 

explore primary data for other disciplines. Camp bel (2004: 369) stated that, 
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Philology uses anything which provides information helpful for interpreting the 

phonetic, phonemic and grammatical contents of the language which the 

written records represent so that this information can be put to use in 

unraveling further the history of the language involved. Cataloguing is a part of 

archival science, which is mainly used in th is discipline. The preceding points 

should be the main rationale of employing the work of cataloguing the 

manuscripts at the targeted research setting. 

1.7. Review of Related Literature 

The first catalogue of Ethiopia manuscripts preserved in the British Museum 

was published In 1847. It was the work of August Dilman and contained 

description of 82 manuscripts. After him many scholars have presented 

catalogue of Ethiopian manuscripts. As it is described by Dilmann, (1983) in 

Hailemariam (2009) the following can be mentioned apart from the 

aforementioned catalogues of Ethiopian manuscripts. 

1. A. Dillmann (1848). Two catalogues of the Ethiopian manuscripts in the 

Bodelian Library (Oxford) have been produced. In described 

thirty-five manuscripts In his catalogue codicum 

manuscriptorium Biblotheca Bodleiana oxonierlsis, paris. VII. 

codices aethiopici (Oxford) 

2. Edward Ullndolff along with Stephen G. Wright and D.A. Hubbard (1961) 

Sixty- seven Ethiopian manuscripts in the Cambridge 

University Library were set forth in their catalogue of Ethiopian 

Manuscripts in the Cambridge University Library (Cambridge). 

3. Edward Ullendolff (1951) described another sixty-six manuscripts in his 

catalogue of Ethiopia manuscripts in the Bodleian Library 

Volume II (Oxford). 
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4. Getatchew Haile and William F. Macomber (1975-1993) . A catalogue of 

Ethiopian Mss Microfilmed Library, Addis Ababa and the Hill 

Monastic Microfilm Library vol. I-X. Collegeville Minnesota; 

they described almost 5,000 Ethiopian manuscripts. 

5. Paulo Marrassini (1981) , I Manoscritte ' Etiopici Della Bibliotica 

Medicealaurenzina II part vol. 3 1, pp 69-72, Rome Napoli, he 

described 21 Mss. 

6. Steve Dellamatr and Diim iikii B~rhane, a catalogue of 23 previously un­

catalogued Ethiopic Mss in England (Journal of Semitic studies 

supplement). 

The largest collection of Ethiopian manuscripts in Britain is of course to be 

found at the British Library, whose holdings have been set forth in three 

catalogues. The first eighty-two in this collection were catalogued by August 

Di llmann in his catalogues Codicum Manuscriptorium Orientalium qui In 

museo Britannico Astrvantur (London, 1847). The largest numbers of 

manuscripts of the British library were catalogued by W. Wright in his 

catalogue of the Ethiopic manuscripts in the British museum Acquired since 

the year 1847 (London , 1877). He provides information on four hundred and 

eight manu scripts, including some thirty-five which were acquired after 1847 

and before the Maqdala expedition of 1868. Three hundred fifty were acquired 

by the Maqdalla expedition . The other catalogue is that of Stefan Steleyon who, 

in 1974, published his catalogue of Ethiopian manuscripts in the British 

Library acquired since the year 1877 (London), which d etails another hundred 

eigh t manuscripts (some twenty four of which he reckons to be from the 

Miiqd iila expeditions. This brings the total of the British Library Collection to 

ju st less than six hundred (598) manuscripts. These manuscripts looted by 

British expedition and other ways from different parts of Ethiopia induding 

Ankobarr (pp. 6-7). 
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Ankobiirr subsequently suffered two periods of great turbulence, the first 

during the struggle between th e Shoan rulers and th e newly crowned Emperor 

Tewodros, who was attempting to unify the country; the second , during the 

Italian fascist occupation. When Tewodros attacked and captured the capital, 

which was sacked and again set ablaze. His ramping soldiers looted the 

churches a nd carried off manuscripts, among other articles. As evidence of 

such activity, it is known that one manuscript now at th e British Library, had 

belonged to Wasan Sagad, and may have been taken from his palaces either at 

Qundi, also sacked by Tewodros, or at Ankobiirr. Found at Maqdala after 

Tewodros's suicide, it then became part of the British Museums Maqdala 

Collection, Rita (1994: 198-215) 

Other collections are to be found in the Royal Library, Windsor castle and at 

the Chester Beally Lbrary in Dublin, Ireland. A description of the six 

sumptuous manuscripts at Windsor castle is to be found I Edward Ullendolffs 

The Ethiopic manuscripts in the Royal Library, Windsor Castle (Rassegna Di 

studi Ethiopici 12 (1945) 71-91. Beatty's fifty-three Ethiopian manuscripts were 

catalogued by E. Cerulli in his I manoscritte etiopici della chester Beatty 

Library in Dublino, Rome (1965), (Hailemarim, 2009:8). 

The Shoan rullers and kings had dual spiritual and secular nature that enabled 

them to accommodate those precious manuscripts of the then time. As Hiruy 

stated that, 

aoC.~ f,'''°'l''''; MU') f,.ro·ll ·1U1· AJn; ',n-:'T '/1C "l1 f,A;J\'.·1 ,l',IDC<'IA 

·no" ·"'M. r°'lSY.C'/ID· M4. IDOT} ',nc:: nf,9u
,) f,. ro·ll Ilao'} 0)1', 

IDA.l': {",..f1o o.~' hf,Htl ao'1"Y' nao'}''' fIID·t·J1 h·t·h·t. r°'l.f1A f,1C 

"" "9U(1l T',s raol\;hlj>}"} :rC'i°,£ rll',..9u c ',nc'1 MU') fl.ro·ll 

rhCo,'} 11'1 Mo°'l A:'>;1 M4. IDOT} T'" 'r~C ·no" IDY. Illl', IDA~' 

1'l.l'..I'.ID·:: M1· ID019u hf,t·''''' f,7ihC':P ;JC (Ib,'!. nT ;J1' hr" '~l ,1'''' 

t.'/"I! lf~:: f,~') fl,ro'll~ nllao't· ''''.l':'''1 .l'.1l;1' Mnll (hC ~,9UfI'} h'}.I'. 

hA<J::') f,1110C1 h1,~. f,P,t·7i f,.l'.·C1 0!i a,aoT h111 n:,\" n'1'C ?!'j) 'f>'} 
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OX:~:~~;'}OD'I' 9u ,ht.T t,us MI1t'OC OLJIt·(D· O~.'\.{) 1.r-C1.{) fl..,. 
IlC{)·I;.n ·'··"Ol.:: (1<-,e, 1928) 

Miir';:)d 'Azmac 'Amdbii 'Iyyiisus had many children but he hoped 

to be substituted by 'Asfa Wa·sa·n. During the reign of 'A mdba 

'Iyyiisus there was an intellectual called Bizanii Wa'ld came from 

'Aza'zo and taught Q;:)ne / poem/ and commentary at Kurkure, 

Manz. When 'Amdbii 'Iyya'sus heard his fame, he sent his son 

'A sfa Wa'sa'n to learn Q;:)ne /poem/ from Bizana' Wiild. 'Asfa 

Wa'sa'n went to him with his four serevants and studied 

attentively and versed with of Q;:)ne /poem/ . The reign of 

'Amaba 'Iyyiisus was very prosperous. So he used Jfar'amba as 

salon and Ankobarr as a hall for thirty-four years. He passed 

away on {;:)r 29, 1767 E.C and buried at St. George church that 

he constructed it before. (Ij;:)ruy, 1928, p. 27) 

The da ting of the manuscripts also related with the reign of each rulers and 

kings because m a ny of the manuscripts donated by the kings and their vassals. 

Their names are also mentioned in the colophons as well as the end of each 

text. So the following table indicates their ch ronology: 

TABLE 1. 

~1/p;J-"r'i uo"{'i:1r nrONfI~ 1".? J."L"C "'III;I=m7il short notes about the line of 

Shoan kings and Nobles (rom lise L;}bna DJng;}l upto M;}nilJk II} 

"1 '1 '" Reign au ,4>'0';' 

P'?U ,... buria l places 
~ £: 
:: - ". Name £: g., OJ ~ - Q) . ~ ~ OJ 
".. :.0 ~ u Q) 
c: ~ ~ » 
oi:: ~ ". 0 c: 
<: 0 c: c 

". Q) r e Q) t -'"' 
0 - ~ &.. OJ Q) 

Z ... OJ U ~ 0'> 
+- 0:- 0 ~ ~ ... -<:> « 
1 ~\'J, A·n', y"'}"IA 1488 32 1500-33 1533 45 y.·nl. W/O 
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'A$e Lobna Dong,l Dabra Damo 

2 M\'1~ rM·n 1514 - . 1549 35 WID.}. 1;il9" 
'Abeto Ya'oqob Damot Gojam 

3 /'"' "J m· :NA 1539 - - 1591 69 auTII 
Sogow Qal Manz 

4 roL.\' . .'PlA 1562 . . 1629 67 auTII 
Warada Qal Manz 

5 t\ NI .'p t\ 1589 - - 1655 66 rol'lr. "'1-'1~.t\ 
Lobsa Qal Wakayyu Mika'el 

6 M,·f· ~ ;J"t. 1624 19 1674-92 1692 69 1'H'.C 6,')' ~,n 
'Abeto Nagasi Gondar fit 

'Abbo 

7 au).. fI·nfl-/; 1650 15 1694- 1708 58 fA. ')' Oy.'/, <ryCY9" 

Mar'od 'Azmac 1708 Yofat 'Ayone 
Soboste Maryam 

8 au)\. ~,·nr.. Mar' od 1675 25 1708-33 1733 58 .. hC ~19"~ O?!!~,t\ 

'Azmac 'Aboyye Har 'Amba 
Mika'el 

9 au).. ~,9"') ~Lrf'l'fI 1701 34 1733-67 1767 67 ~,'H'nc 'l.\'C'l.fI 
Mar'od 'Azmac Ankobarr 
'Amoua'Iyyasus Giyorgis 

10 au).. M1· rofl,} 1749 33 1767- 1800 51 ~,'}I'nc "'1C)'?" 
Mar',d 'Azmac 1800 Ankobarr 
'Asfa Wasan Maryam 

11 au).. ro(n M.'l: 1764 15 1800- 1805 41 '/''}.'''. 'I. r-C'l.fI 
Mar'od 'Azmac 1805 Qundi Giyorgis 
Wasan Saggad 

12 T /./'"' ow fI /'"' 1\ I'\, 1788 34 1805-40 1840 52 ~,'}ttnc o'J.!I~.t\ 

King Sahola Sollase 
Ankobarr 
Mika'el 

13 n·/" ')~fI aul'\tt,}· 1819 8 1840-48 1848 29 Y.·nl n"J6 

King ljayJa MaJakot Dabra Bago'o 

14 ~, 'I. 9'''t t\ n 1836 47 1857- 1906 69 ~,-'l.fI Mfl fl6;1-
1906 Addis Ababa 

'A$e Monilok Ba'ota 

.. .. 
(Mars,'euazan, 1937: 10) 
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~,l'l°'l:r:cD' nX.i!.\·fj 'WO .tt\(\ m.\'. MU"'9u h1Y. '/,.\'. ,e,,,'::I-)t\:: ~, 'Hlnc'} 

~ijt ",lTD'}' r'lII+ ~"I1r mt\.~.'1-'1."" 'l'C 1. <1'1 nlfli'l9u ,/D,,.m· hlt.ym· 

M'Hn.;. lTD :J>,nc l1;/,rm· ,e;/' yt\:: r .1'.:'1'): mt\.I'.1'nC~"t\ M !'I,e")'} 

t\.~. r~,f' u·n'I'O'JC Y9u lTD :J>,nc (lllTD'r ~,t\;/'m<l'9U) hll. U· h 1.\'.1f ~ 

,e'nt·t\:: (ODCII<J. ?H1,1937, 1A.3) n'h;(,1.O'J69U t·!'I mfl, ,nm·t\ 

~,;J4·6 .l'.1i;/' nt\u· r,,.·,,n.;.:" nll.u, .\'.'flC !'I,If '} rY.,n.;. MI:J' r',fl';'''I' 

MI,<P h<j::t'\ 'LI"C'L1i "11 MJO'Jrm· ~,.r<""'fI,9u ~'C-'" t\:: 

Miir';;>d 'Azmac 'Asfa Wiisiin constructed the church of Miidgane 

'Aliim between Giorgis and Maryam churches after five years of the 

construction of Maryam church. The distance of these churches 

from each other is not exceeding one hundred fifty meters. 'Asfa 

W;ls;i'n did not construct huge church then. After thirty two years 

his grand son King Samlii S;;>lase imported carpenters and Mason­

men from Gondiir started to construct a massive church. Unluckily 

he passed away before completion of the church but his son {fay;;>lii 

Miiliikot accomplished it after four years work. This has been 

constructed within seven years and it was very magnificent and 

full of classical architectures. According to the respondent 'AI.1·qa 

Giibrii Mika 'el it hit by thunder repeatedly. 

AI In 1898 Siine 28 E.C Thursday it was hit by thunder and 

began to burn but the then governor of Ankobiirr 'Azai Wiildii Sadiq 

controlled the fire with his army. 

BI On 18th Siine 1 929 E. C Friday, it was hit by thunder again and 

the church completely destroyed by fire. Now the Arc or Tablet is in 

the small church. 

There is a huge church bell in the yard. It was donated by King 

{fay;;>lii Miiliikot. It is still hang on the tree in the church yard. It is 

peculiar Ethiopian work of art and also giving services till now 
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w hich is very amazing. There is also a decree of Mdnildk II on the 

Book of Synxsary his command to erase one hears ay thought of a 

clergy man w ho wrote heretical articles on new Homily of 'Ura'el 

while the Emperor was at '[Jnroro Town in 1876 E. C 

Ras Miingiisa Yohan s pas sed away on 5th Hddar, 1900 E.C, and 

buried in this church but in 1909 E.C his burial coffined and exiled 

to 'Aksum. 'Azai Wiilddii $adiq who governed Ankobaiirr for thirty 

three years also passed away on 10th pr, 1901 E. C, and buried in 

his own mausoleum which still existing in the church yard. The son 

of Diljac Wil·lddil· Gil·brd'el 'Abba Siiytan, 'Ato Habtil· Maryam belived 

to be buried there but the date is unknown Mil·rsd'e ljazil·n, 

(1937:3). 

In addition Ras Wiile R}tul, 'Agafari Dil·sta Bil·ldhu also buried there. 

On the other hand the then church administrator 'Alil·qa Kdflil· 

Giyorgis buried at Jerusalem. 

It was at the Ankobarr Madbane 'Alam church, where M;mildk married his 

consort, TaYdtu, in 1883 . On Hamle 1928 (31 July 1936) Madbane 'Alam was 

caught up in the fighting. The church was searched and in the confusion, 

materials, (probably including manuscripts) were looted. Rita, (1994:198-215) 

In terms of the Ethiopian EMML catalogue, the project to establish an 

Ethiopian microfilm library was first conceived in 1970 by his Holiness, Abuna 

Tewo!los, the then acting patriarch of the Ethiopian Orthodox church, 

(Macombere,1975, P:i). The principal area from which the largest manuscripts 

derived is the Ankobii.rr district [Warada] of the province of Shoa. Ankobii.rr was 

the capital city of the Ethiopian Empire at different stage in its long history, 

and the manuscripts from the area are accordingly, older and more interesting, 

at least in general, than the manuscripts from the modern capital [Addis 

Ababa], (Macomber, 1975, P.vi) . 
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The number of manuscripts in th e four libraries at the time of microfilming, a s 

listed in the EMML Catalogue, were include pre-1856* 19 Total 34 manuscripts 

from Mad!J.ane 'Alam Chu rch. It should be borne in mind that the absence of 

some basic texts from the EMML catalogu e m ay not necessarily mean that such 

texts were absent from the Ankobiirr Church Libraries Rita, (1 994: 198-215) 

Those manuscripts in Getatchew Haile's and Macomber (1975) Ethiopian 

Manuscripts Microfilm Library catalogues include some manuscripts from 

Ankobarr Warada's differen t church es museums. Regarding to this specific 

research s ite, Ankobarr Mad!J.ane 'Alam Church, 49 manuscripts in pieces 

microfilmed in volume VI and volume VIII which m en t ioned in the table bellow, 

(Getatchew, 1938) 

TABLE 2: EMML CATLOGUED MANUSCRIPTS FROM ANKOBARR MEDHANE 

:l4LAiIf CHURCH MUSEUM 

No EMML Pr No VLUME NAMEOF MANUSCRIPTS REMARK 

1 2442 VI Miracle of the virgin Mary 

2 2425 VI Ritua l for passion week 

3 2426 VI The book of the mystery 

4 2427 VI Snaxary for Maskaram 

5 2428 VI Synaxary,part II 

6 2430 VI Sinodicon 

7 243 1 VI Anqii~a halleta or DeggWa 

8 2432 VI Haymanota ' iibaw 

9 2433 VI Malke'a Yohanms Matm;}q 
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10 2434 VI Four Gosples 

11 2435 VI Four Gosples 

12 2436 VI Book of Enoch 

13 2437 VI Lectionary for the year 

14 2438 VI Collection of chants for the 

year[mawas'atJ 

15 2439 VI Psalter 

16 2440 VI 'orit 

17 244 1 VI Devotional hymns and 

prayers 

18 2442 VI Soma deggwa 

19 2443 VI Missal 

20 2444 VI Ma~aDafa hama matu wa-zena 

sdqlatu 

21 2445 VI Miracle of Jesus Christ 

22 2446 VI Suplications for the fast 

[mastabqw'aJ 

23 2447 VI Book of kings 

24 2448 VI Sa'atat za- lelit, zi-ma'a lt 

25 2449 VI Ma'araf 

26 2450 VI Psalter 
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27 2451 VI Ma~;)l!afa h;)mamatihu 

ma~;)~afa dorho 

28 2452 VI Z;)mare 

29 2453 VI Egzi'ab;)her nagsa 

30 2454 VI Ma~;)~afa h;)mamatu 

31 2455 VI Psalter 

32 2456 VI Psalter with mazmura D;)ng;)l 

33 2457 VI Psalter 

34 2458 VI H;)mamata Masqal 

35 2459 VI Ra';)ya Maryam S;)r'ata 

Manakosat 

36 3062 VIII Synaxary part I 

37 3063 VIII Funeral ritual 

38 3064 VIII Faith of the father 

39 3065 VIII Miracles of the Marry 

40 3066 VIII Chants 

41 3067 VIII Isaiah 

42 3068 VIII Psalter 

43 3069 VIII Missal 

44 3070 VIII Psalter 

45 3071 VIII Psalter 

46 3072 VIII Psalter 

47 3073 VIII Horologium for the night 
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hours [Sa'atatj 

48 3074 VIII Psalter 

49 3075 VIII Psalter 

Only a few of the manuscripts in the Ankobiirr churches were copied before the 

reign of 'Asfa Wasan. Manuscripts at Madb.ane 'Alam containing the book of 

Enoch and parts of the Old Testament, Synodicon at Madb.ane 'Alam from 1716, 

the other Manuscripts refer to the Gonderian kings before the period of 

Masaf;mt at Madba ne 'Alam there is a Synxary for the second part of the year 

ma de in the time of Bakafa, and Md'draf from that of Iyasu II. Only two 

Manuscripts, one each at Mika'el and Madbane 'Alam, were added during Hayla 

Maliikot's short and strife-torn reign. During the period of Mdnildk's rule the 

Ankobarr church es flourished again Miidb.ane 'Alam gained six Manuscripts. 

Clearly the libraries were endowed mainly in the period of pre-Mdnildk Shoan 

dynasty, and were re-vitalized during Mdnildk's reign. Rita, (1994: 198-215) 

As far as my observation of those ten volume catalogue (I-X) of EMML the 

manuscripts of this church museum not all in all included in it becau se some 

manuscripts collected after the conducting of EMML proj ects to the church 

museum. This background initiates the researcher to conduct catalogue work 

on the rest original fifteen manuscripts in th e targeted church museum. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

2. Textual Analysis and Cataloguings 

2.1. Biblical Books 

2.1.1 oo1foo-l. .';'eT [Mazmura Dawit] Psalter I 

SIZE = 25CMX18C.MX7C.M 

No ff= 163 

PEN-TRIAL= 4+0 

PLACE = Ankobiirr Midbane 'ALim Church Meseum 

COLUMNS = ou'l1ou-l.: .",'E,r [Mazmura Dawit] Psalter 

MATERIAL = vellum 

DATE= UNKNOWN 

BINDING = wood 

NAME OF SCRIBE = Illj:t\: '1.I'"C1,f1 

-Copied by Kdfla Giyorgis. 

-Owner of the Manuscript Gibri Mika' el 

ILUSTRATION= -Illuminations at the initial of each chapter, 

-Ornamental heading [f 96J. 

COLOPHONS = olt'\l'.rh6,U·: Il<j:t\: 1.I'"C1.f1:: 11 oull\rh<j:: 11'1'01.: °'1.Ij~"A ... (raf163) 

SPECIAL FEATURES =Mariginal notes written on pen trial about land grant 

Y'Pt'i: 9u~C : '0'/'1 : ,'l~'Ol': ~'i: 7iII"'1.0l·: ~,·O.e: ~Ol': 1"1'1.: 'hD1'lf''f: ,r.y.: 

'/.'f : Ali:: OlAY. 'P'ifl'1: 'hCN>: '1:t'Ol': I"'z,: 'h o'fl':r-: i](lJl:; "'Aou 1'1: 
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C](\}>,:: anJ:?U: M'1u·: 'l,,'CD':: I",,: 'I'{J: P';J: t,t·}>':: '!'tI(I: "CD':: rO': 

'I'{J: C](\}>,:: CD1J:?u: M1U' : ',CD':: r."J>·n:p·n: 'I'O'?U: ~CD': 9 'looT : ~CD': 

n.CDl.MD: ~<J:Mu: 1(\": 0. 'is:: '1'(\0: n.r"'.I.';: ·n<;·'} : n.om1: : 

r1 IjU'TnT?u: mloo~: I"rh'}{J: nCDCrh : LP'l. : nI"C1.{J : (\ -1': ',CD' : o·ntl : 

oonrr.: mloo~: a'!-t;fP{J: ~CD': 009U
: h'i~(\': .eU1: P,'e-}' : (\ooY.,)',, : 'lMU: 

hCDM': m'l: 0.1'1: P,:;'CD': Y.: CDtlY.: '1'-}"ft,,: ta°'fi'/"':: 00: ').e(\.: 00: 

').enr{J: .~.·n: ')·n'r: oo{J",tI: t,C]: CDtlY.: I"rh'}{J: ~C]tfP" l: Y.: 0'1<;.; 00: 

CDtly.: P'''(\.: ').e(\.: oo:}"t·: t,.eP'1: 001'11:?u: nii : ·nc: ',CD' nlloo~: 

o'HfP{J: lj(\:)': -"h(\p',,(\.: t,(\:p~'1': '1"/'1:: 

When I bought the land of Wari, the judge is Jan and the seller 

'AbdY. His witnesses are the son of 'Ato Guci Wiildiiwands and 

'3rgiitu. My witnesses are The Iron Smith's Wiinddm'iigiiiiiihu and 

Qiilbo the Bucher. He is also his guarantor for nine years even if he 

alienate, depart from the country with being guilty on homicide or 

retum the money for me. I buy it on June Thirty during the year of 

John. My harvesting time is in the year of Mathew. When Priest 

KdjZe bought this Ps alter from Wiiliittii Hanna the judge was Diibtiira 

Wiildii Tdnsa'e, the eyewitnesses were Priest Haylu, Priest 

Ijayliiyyiisus, Diibtiira Ijabtii Miisqiil, 'Abba Wiildii Yohands, 

observers: Diibtiira Maru, Priest Wiildii Sdlase Ijayle Miiqanu. He 

bought it by four Birr or Eth. Dollar in the year of John and the 

sway of 'Aliiqa Tiiklii' Sdlase. 

-Partition of Psalters based on days: for Monday ~I']t. Tuesday 

[-ntJ.'l'}]. Wednesday [M"/']. Thursday [.e'~,e.{J]. Friday [·hl."fr'hh·]. 

Sunday [',n..r-r] and Saturday [oo')tI.e] 
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Inc: (ral) I I "'~',I'.: Y'l"l'l>: Ott·fl·: Ii l ,ct, .1'1 'i:1-Jt.: IIlI.I':.'''1: ())II~'JW} : oo',/oo'C: 

II.':'!?'}': 'Ifb: fl ·Y: ,00·6: ·O? .... : IIt\.(hl: O?"hl: l ... .'n: ())lIt .... lloo: ())'{H': lj:Cj'.,,: 

~'rt, '}" . 

... The Psalm preached on Monday about the meaning of saint and devil 

p ersonality. A one who does not led by the advice of evils and stand up 

on the way of devils was kind. 

Des: (rafI45) ... M,t:\'1h: oorht : M,t:\'1h: t.''lt: M,t:\'1h: hrhfl.: M,t:\'1h: IlM,t:\h·h:: 

11l",I'.·}'tNr: ())tltd'fbfl.,I'.: 1'0011h: ,,~,q : rh,l'.())T". 6</'(1: ())M~."''i': h9"l1'fl·: 

1-"1..,1'.: M 'Ol: ?"lIl),·O(h,C:: 

" .Oh, s ince you are forgiver God, .we begged you. You tolerate all and not 

discriminate people. You are almighty Lord that your right is the spring of 

life, please save your servant from any evil. 

Inc: (rafI46) oh':fb'l: fl?"l10,:"', : °'lCY?": ~"}"lt:\: 0111.<1.-1': M"lIh: : l'.fl-;t-: OlOlh;t-: 

1''1 fl· : ?"{}fl: 1,01.-: flqfloo:qM" : t,o,!:} : t."'Y.: ?"lll.? : Y"l611: M,.<I?"". 

The gratitude presented for our madam the virgin St. Marry. Her pray 

and sanction be with her servant for ever 'Amen. Our Lord wishes to 

liberate Adam . .. 

Des: (rafI63 ) ... M";t- ())Olh;J' 1"1 fl· ?"{}M ())?"M: Il'-fl"oo': ~'.<I"'n : ())(\O'lM': 

flqfloo : qM": t-. ?"l·'O,TI' : O'fCY?": MOTh.: Ol{}M:t-h.: ())?"(hl·t-: 'i:</lC: 

Olt:\.I':h. :I'U ... ·: ?"M: ·1·OCh.: flqfloo: t,"'l,'}: ())Ol'.(h,{.U·: h'i:fl: 'LI"C'L{):: '" 

ool'l(h'i:: I1'I'Ol: O'l.l-Jl"t:\" . 

... The pray and intercede of our Madam be up on with us and with all 

saints and martyred forever 'Amen. My Madam Marry, you're pray, 

interceding as w ell as the pardon of your son be upon your s lave and the 

scriber KJjlii Giorgis for ever 'Amen. 
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2.1.2. 001100-1. ~'l!:r [Mazmura Dawit] Psalter II 

SIZE= 19 em X 13 em X 4 em 

No [[= 99 

PEN-TRlAL= 3+0 

PLACE= Ankobiirr Miidbane 'Aliim Church Museum 

COLUMNS= f1 - [89 (1), f90 -f99 (2) 

LINES= 18 

MATERIAL= Vellum 

DATE= unknown 

BlNDING= Wood and leather 

NAME OF SCRIBE= unknown 

lLUSTRATlON= Illuminations and decorations 

SPECIAL FEATURES= nine dots be used (:::) 

COLOPHONS= no 

Inc: (vafl) .t-'7"f'll: flh'I'I': ~,O,y: M.I':.4'"}: OJI1;:>'l'~,"}: Ij:q&,: 11~.I': .4>"}: OJI1;:>'l'~,'}: 

oo't/oo·C: 1V'r-e:t-: '11\,: 1'1'.1': ,flIJ·6: ,m,n.: 11~\,(hl: fl9"lll: In.'}"}: OJl1h.·lloo: .. , 

Warning for all, The Ps alm, which preached about the meaning of saint 

and devil personality, A one who does not led by the advice of evils and 

stand up on the way of devils was kind, 
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Des: (vaf89) ... (HJ~: m,e; }!': 1'1.'''' : t,·}~C\' : H,('.~·nC: m·lI·,.. : 1~'}: I-)t\t,'}: Ch,('.fJ1: 

,4'l'Ih ' t,Mu'}·l.' '/",('.' t .. H·' mA~" -,..).\, , m·"'uoI'I'" I'Im,('.mA ' mhuo, t,f1' huo: 

mt,'I' 'I\,A ' m·lI·'·' M~:I]t.' Y:')")'}:: 

.. . The grape yards are the sign of mine. They observed twice. Call me your 

voice. You the only son of mine escape as antelope and deer through the 

mountains. 

Inc: (raf90) m"","": HI'I·/·,('.: t..'''.~.' ~\"ItU\' J'''I611: M,.",9u
: fhIF}: m'}h'l1' A·n, 

mJ'''I·nt.' ')n : H'}I-)'}" uo'}n~' I'IM.: 1'1'/' • ." Y:1I'} , 

The gratitude presented on Monday. Our Lord wishes to liberate Adam 

whose heart was full of sorrow and tiresome, to return back him his 

previous place. Oh St. Mary begs for us ... 

Des: (vbf99) ... ,('.P't.,('., ·)mJ ... ··/' n·n·I' ;:> , "fUl'I" m9u Ot.-t.' lI·nrh·}' 1'111.' t. m".<1.'''': 

~,"III)\' h'1'I'" ~,h"/;:r' mll·nC' M,·n' mmAY:' muo1t..lI ' :".<I.lI' ,('.ML·I.' mlll'lt..'l.' 

ml'l,}l'Iuo' ,}Mu
: ~,"'J,1' mAY:/1.' "101'1'" ,('.1l<J:1'I'/' M,I'I.' 1'1'/: ~'Y:lI'}' 

... On his forgiveness and blessing to cure as from our sin you the mother of 

Lord you have to be thanks for Father Son and Holly Sprit too forever 

'Amen. Your son provides us his apology. Oh Mary s upplicates for us. 
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2.1.3. 001100-1. ~'f"" [Mazmura Dawit] Psalter III 

SIZE= 25 em X 10 em X 7cm 

No ff= 157 

PEN-TRIAL= 2+2 

PLACE= Ankobiirr Miidl)ane 'AIiim Church Museum 

COLUMNS= fl - fl40 (1), fl41 - 157 (2) 

LINES= 20 

MATERIAL= Vellum 

DATE= unknown 

BINDING= Wood and leather 

NAME OF SCRIBE= ~II''':J': -" '/';: roc''':: Tiigiiiiii Wiirqu 

ILUSTRATION= Illuminations and decorations, decoration on the leather 

binding. 

SPECIAL FEATURES= nine dots be used (:::) Special Number writing system 

Oh Lady Saint Mary keeps your servant Siiyfli Maryam 

Ine: (rafl) 'I'}: -)[\,1' : we+: ·~HJ.I: hflt'~Lt\:: O'}(\: oul1°u'C: lJ1'if!,: ro'l'O'9u
: :l't\:: 

;:t·(\·oro'I.: '11/.: OJ<j:tjt,: 11'(\-: Mu .... t\: /lou: hOJ.I': .... : (\°"'lcrr: ~.:1'7t\: h'}H: 

7,?Cth: Olh'Ot\:: (\11'(\. : <j:tjt,: IllI.\'::I'1: OlH~'l'~,'}: oul/ou'C: IIwe+ :: (illg) , 

'OO'a: 'OM,: IUl.lfl.: n9u h/.: /.fl,,}1,,. 

The kings of Israelite and the owner of pleasant and good songs come to 

me, to tell me the meaning and examples of things and to thanks Marry 
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like this. A one who does not led by the advice of evils and stand up on 

the way of devils was kind. 

Des: (vaf140) ... 'HH'.: alJ?'): 1'1."' : , ,'W.CI': h ')I1: J?~'OC : o)o{H': ·I~-).: I-]t\t,·) : C7,J??1: 

:J'l'Ih : MI9u q'/. : 1"J?: ','H- : alt\Y:I': 0",-001'11'1: l'IalJ?mt\: al],oo : ",,, alt.ll: 

U J?t\, 0)'1'1" - t"e;l]l: ,~,,).')'}:: 

... The grave yards of mine that has been like in heaven observed by 

others. Listen me your words. You the only son of mine escape as antelope 

and deer through the mountains. 

Inc: (ra fl41) Oh'lfL'I M,"I"'],:/-'/ ",/CY9u 1lJ?-}-~0 ·0 00/'1-1- O~·J? tI..4'Y, h"lllh .f"'lotl 

M,,'19u 'HI·~ OJ-}-h·1/ t\'O OJ.r"l'O~ ')0 1/:/-1-]'" 00'}0~ oM, I'I~ :,. Y,'I'I+ IPl'" 

OF';J ],?uY:')"It\ 1/],')01'1 110, 'OM. OJ',Y:'I'/~:: .... 

The Psalm preached on Monday about the meaning of saint and devil 

personality. A one who does not led by the advice of evils and stand up 

on the way of devils was kind ... 

Des: (rbfl57) ... 0,011;) 9u ,hl'/, l'I'O,h-}- I'Ih. t. OJ'I-'l.'/- h"lllh h'1'I" 7JL J?htL'1. 

alllt\tI.. 't. I'Iql'l~ OJl'lql'loo (it'I~ ,,0'1, '} OJ',O'f, '} I'IJ?h· '} I'IJ?h· '} OJt\.I':h. ,,/uI'I" 

J?1l<j:I'I'/ oM. 1'1'/ :,. Y,'I'I-). 

... You who bom the Lord we have to thanks you always and forever 

'Amen. Saint Mary prays for us for having forgiveness from your son. 
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2.1.4. (l)1'l.1I r-ffi1i1 [Wiingelii Yol:m;)s] John I 

SIZE= 15. 5 cm X 12 cm X3.5cm 

No ff= 69 

PEN-TRIAL= 2+0 

PLACE= Ankobarr Madbane 'AJam Church Museum 

COLUMNS= 2 

LINES = 18 

MATERIAL= Vellum 

DATE= unknown 

BINDING= Wood covered with clothes 

NAME OF SCRIBE= 'Hool'l(h<j:: IlmtH': l,'O: 

-Commissioned by Wiiliitii 'Ab 

ILUSTRATION= Illuminations and decorations 

SPECIAL FEATURES= nine dots be used (:::) 

COLOPHONS= ',/ool'l(h'j: : IIml'l'/': l .. O: IImUO'I Sic [lImUO·f,] M,Ot,: ~,"lIV,'O.-lbe: 

hoo: ,l'.h·<;': 1'100.1';')'1.'1': P',:J: m','i:{t: 7.(ht.U·: ______ Ut'lt,4I: mllt . .-I"II: 

0)0'/'1/: l'I,I'.h·'}: OP't\nl~: ~'l'C'{t: m~m·I'I·{t: hoo: l,e\"{t: 

This book was given to Giibrii '3gzi'iibher by Wiiliitii 'Ab to be curefied his 

jleash and soul. The scriber (erased) . Anyone who will steal and 

erase it is condemoned by the authority of Peter and Poul as 'Aryos. 

Inc: (rafl) '01'1&·')': l,'O: ~'.Il. {t: r(,.(j:: U:~,: ,,.,, ,:Jt: 0001'1/1')': \,,(h'}{t: mt\Y,: 

11'0.1'",911'1: <j:'/'t,: h"lIV,~ : M't'l·{t: Ile{tf,{t: M"I mil (h'feY')': 7.1'10'/': mOt,h,/:: 
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{"I(l': 9"{)(l: 'i:~'C"': OJ(l,": ~,'O: fl'M(TD: eM9": ~,"'/,,} " <"-'l°lU': :Pt\.: OJ'h'P: 

OJOJ'h"': :Pt\. : ')0: ?,"ItlAO(h,C: OJ'?"" ... 

The gossip of Father narrate by John with sprit who was one of the 

twelve's followers, the fan of our lord Jesus Christ and the son of 

Zdbdewos. His pray and blessing is upon with his fan Wdldtii 'Ab forever 

'Amen. Before, there was a word. This word is God . .... 

Des: (rbf68) .. . ?9"~"'l.: DC.,.,,: M,"Itl.?,~: OJ·M·: fl"'ljl,: OP';J: 00li 'l(TD')': OIOJi! 

'l(TD''': (TD '}"I{)''': (l'tC"}: ' }'N}J: C'9": ... !{J'1;r;OJ!'>·: OJ9"0&+: OJ{) 'O(h'r: 

M,"ItI),·O(h,C: (l'l(l(TD: 'l(l9": 'l"'L'}: Sic I~''''/,'}J OJ~,"'L'}: (ljl,h"}: (ljl,h·'}:: 

.. ,It was written after 31 years of the ascending of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and 11 years the coronation of Nero the king of Rome, It has 298 pages 

and 20 chapters. Grace and thanks for Lord for ever 'Amen' 
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2 . 1.5. m1'lt'l r-m 111 [Wangela Yol.m:ls] John II 

SIZE= 14.5 cmX 11 cm X 2 cm 

No ff= 73 

PEN -TRIAL= 2 + 1 

PLACE= Ankobarr Miidbane 'Aliim Church Museum 

COLUMNS= 2 

LINES= 19 

MATERlAL= Vellum 

DATE= unknown 

BINDING= Wood 

NAME OF SCRIBE= unknown 

ILUSTRATION= Illuminations and decorations 

SPEClAL FEATURES= nine dots be used (:::), 

-Date partition for the pray of a Gospel of John, 

-Marginal notes on the pen-trials about inventory lists of house 

utinsels. 

t,?"I'\W}: fl,'r : y(\(JJ.'}: ],.9':j:'}: t,t·:,': '?'}: (lll'r: "' ... : !,'P'}6Io1: (JJt\.~.: 

M"'Ih: li],,}llt·: tIl]: (JJt\.l'.: "'ICY?": fl,'r: f{"'1ll: liY:Cll: "'I,h: td'. : '/,hl'\,: 

n':r: NIT'/;: f{Y:ll'r: i:n',h.9': litI1t\"lt\: E"I nt.: M,'}llt·: M,'}llt,'r: 

(; "'1(\ C': !ilTJl]: ?! y .• .,,: !U,t\.?: 1! 'InT: 9"1TJY:: '/","l'T'OO': {!t,'i:ftt\: f{ -f>.? : 

r.r "1.-/:.),: ],.9': li -'l'1: 11 (JJ6,')': {!t,"l,ll: MIt·: li 9"I'\C: li I' .9': 00'1' ll]: li "'16J}' .l'.': 

r, 'P .'l·r: 
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Our utensils, which put in the home of 'Amsahun, are 4 big jar, 3 pot, 6 

cups, in Wiildii 'Amlak's, one jar. In the home of 'Abba Wiildii Maryam; 2 

Mas, a book of D~rsana Mika 'e/. In the home of 'Ato Tiikle; 3 big clay 

Bowl, 2 Clay bowl, 3 pail, 1 bowl made of grass, 3 plowing oxen for 

rent, 1 jar, 1 mini jar, 5 pots, 4 bowl, 1 seat, 2 beds, 1 table, 1 clay 

plate with cover for baking pan cake. 1 small pot, 2 Qoga, 1 powder 

container, 1 Plate and 1 grass made goods used to separate powders, 1 

new jar, 1 axe, 1 small axe, 1 sackle, 2 big bowls. 

009"t,: mA.~.: ~.~~,: hoo:"': ml\'I': "'lCY?": Y'}/lnC}: (I;t-: 0:1tI·: n;i; ·nc: 

.<:~'m· : t,f·: t,·nC'I?": 'h"'l'i'f'=f.: t,f· : mc~",u: t,f' : '1I\;t-: t,f.: m'}~?": 

t,·f'iv·: t,f': mAY.: ~~:,.: MIl,u: 'trm·: \"I'/C: t,Q'p9": N'·n."'·n: '1'0'9": 

t,f,: .1'.<'\1\1: ',m·: mloo~: I\,:/,Ii: nmc;}: 1'111;''''': li ."'}:: 

When Priest Wiildii 5adiq bought a plot of land at 'A nkobiirr from Wiil.i/tii 

Maryam with eight birr, the witnesses were 'Ato 'Abr~ham, 'Ato 

Wiirq~na'j), 'Ato GiiUita Wiindam 'Agiifiiihu, 'Ato Wiildii 5adiq. The 

guarantor was 'Ato Diisal<i·fi. It was on 1st Yekatit, in the year of Luck. 

oo9"ut,: O)c·hu: oSHH·: M'I:Ii : M 'I;: OJ'}l,l\··}: o 'l';r 1\ v·: t,I\': t,O)·<'\?"Q"}: 

noo·I\· : t,m·t· : oo'}U;: ~l.Ii : t,YUI\·7i,,· : "'l0'l •. I; : I\V·I\ ·"" : YC'I' : (Iii''''' : 

bb),o)': 'ht''In~ : ";r"'/,I\7i: Nl.m·"}: 9"~t,"} : "/"}: t'~: °'1.l\7i: A;g;e"}: ;t-<'\.I'.:'1: 

nC!l9": '/0 .1.: t'oorl] : 'I.IL: (illg) ..... 

Priest Wiirq~niih inherited his bible for his chef Prest, All the land of 

'iiwsamba upto the high way equally shared for 'Aya~lus and Mamite 

by paying a tribute of salt for 'Acameliis. The rest plots of lands were 

given for 'Acameliis to care their children. At the end of her live .... 

COLOPHONS= NO 

Inc: (rafl) ·nli&-·/,: t,·n: :".<:.Ii: :/,~<j:: l..~6: '/''t;Jt: nool\/l·"": \",h"}li: mAY.: 

H·n,l'.,JDIi : <j:./ll.: ~l '1H),',: t"ro'li : nCIif.Ii : )I,()->"' : mnl.h.,,: 1',/1\.: ?"IiI\: 
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1·0.;.:.................. 4'.'l°'l.U·: :PCI: W·~,·": WW'h''': :PCI: ')0: ~,"!II)"Orh,C: 

W),·,,: W~,"!t()I'Orh,C: W·~,·":: .. ... 

The gossip of Father narrate by John with sprit who was one of the 

twelve's followers, the fan of our lord Jesus Christ and the son of 

Zdbdewos. His pray and blessing is upon with his fan Wdldtii 'Ab forever 

'Amen. Before, there was a word. This word is God . .... 

Des: (vbfl) ... uoCl,}: fl·On·f·: !"rh'}fl: wCI.I'.: 1('0,1'",91fl: <t:'/~l: ~,"!II)"/: fl.rfl·fl: 

I1Cfl1'fl: 1! ~,9": /wif l'.rh9·: 1I0!"')')'!?: (u"l·m,: U'll: fbt..(l'): ?,9".\':"Il: lICN,: 

M,'?II.M: fl.ro·fl: w·fl·f': OO'ff!,: 0 ....... ;:1: M) '}uo·}-: fluo: lw!: Ouo·}"! ....... ·,,: 

(I'I,(!''): wClY.: fl:"(I~?U!"fl: '}HP: C'9u : 

... These preach of John, the son of Ziibdewos and the admirer of our Lord 

Jesus Christ accomplished. It was written with Greek language after 30 

years of ascending of the Lord and after 13 years of the coronation of Nero 

the son of 'Aqlodiyos king of Rome. 
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2.1.6. *(JJoftoil [pawlos] Paul 

SIZE= 23 em X 15.5 em X 4 em 

No ff= 40 

PEN -TRIAL= 2ff pre + Of post 

PLACE= Ankobiirr Mad\J.ane 'Alam Church Museum 

COLUMNS= 2 

LINES= 20 

MATERIAL= Vellum 

DATE= unknown 

BINDING= Wood 

NAME OF SCRIBE= unknown 

ILUSTRATION= Illuminations and decorations 

SPECIAL FEATURES= nine dots be used (:::) 

COLOPHONS= M";t-: (l)Olh;t-: {"I (I.: 9uM: '}"/'P"/: 9u'I.AI1: (l)9uM: '},,}p',H: 

(1)(1'1-: "'Plt"A: (l)9U{\(I : )',(h&.U·: ;:,'r~\: (I)~h'9u: 11'}&': "'/,tu"A: (I'}(lau: '}(I9U: 

tlo~'}::: (f30vb) 

Her pray and blessing be upon our King M;mil;}k and Queen Wii1iitii Mika'el as 

well as the scriber K;}njd Mika 'el. 

~, ~\"}ll.kH' : "'Icnu: O4'O.{'-: (I'}'J.p"/: 9u 'I.AI1: (I)'}"}P"""/: (I)(I./,: "'I.l"JthA: 

(I))',(h&.U·: ;:''Ph: I1lt.: "'I.l"JthA: (I'}(lau: '}(I9u: tlo~l:: 'tn,/>: aul'\(htJ:: l1au,f.·;:"b: 

'}(I9u: IIUU: tllltnc ... 

34 



Oh our lady Mary looks after our king M;}nil;}k, our Queen Wiiliitii Mika 'el and 

the scriber K;}nfa Mika 'el fo rever 'Amen. This book belongs to the country of 

'A nkobiir. 

Inc: (raf1 ) ' }m·,/: : (IJK'<',e: p'OU'C: (IJ"'<',e: n'}n: ~\"ltl),·nrh,C : outl.MH-: ou'}M, : 

~,p,.r) : MU'}n : ~,n· ~: ~(IJ' I'\.r) : '}n : l'I'n : ,JlC"}-f.r) : nt.h" -: M"I\I1: -rh"}: ?UM: 

'}1'P", : ?"'I.tl.I1 : (IJ?"r)I'\: '}"lP'-r'i: QJI'\-": o'J.t'~LtI.: t,o'!,') :: ... 

Net and wipe lovable and preferable by Lord the sign of Holly Sprit from 

our father Paul to the people of Corinthian. The blessing of his God is upon 

our king M:mil;}k and our Queen Wiiliitii Mika 'el ... 

Des: (vaf40) . . . M?": I'\h.: ~, h"ll'hTr: °'lC$'?": hr)OU : lh·nh.: ,/°11'1: M"'}: 

nh"ltl) .. n(lbC: l'.tI.\'l.: (IJM,I'\.: ')0: ~</lC : (IJtI.~h.: hou: ,eP'l.e: 1'\',: ;}tTJ(IJ·~I,": 

... Oh my Lady Mary, peace being with you. You get grace from Lord. 

Please beg the Lord your beloved son to free us from our sin 
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2.2. Services Books 

2.2.1. ooYldtL 1'I~7'T [Ma~;)\.tafa SaCatat] Horologium 

SIZE= 19cmx 1 7 cmx6cm 

NO ff= 12 

PEN-TRIAL= 2+2 

PLACE =Ankobiirr Madbane 'AJam Church Museum 

COLUMAN=2 

LINES=18 

MATERIAL=Vellum 

DATE=UNKNOWN 

BINDING= Wood 

NAME OF SCRIBE= -Copied by Walda Sdlase. 

- m?"M: 7..-h6,U·: mA.!'.: ,......"1'\,: 

- For the scriber Wiild,i Sdlase. (f24vb) 

SPEClAL FEATURS= -It has Melody Signs in each content of musical layric 

-few folios a re illegible such as [f48vb] and [fl1 4ra] 

.'\~:m·: .~.·n·t-t-: OJA.~.: (h'PC,r:/': 'Po': on.l':·~·I-?": .~. ·n ·,·t·: OJA.~: 

"'1.I]~bA: "A"'17f=f:: r.!'.t·G:: on?"&.: OJA.\!.: (h'PC)'r: on: .,-1]: OJA.!'.: 

"'1.!l~bA : 'J·n&. : rOJ.eM : A:~' : ,,;rOJ':: 

Diibtiira Wiildii Jfiiwaryat is a person In charge, Diibtiira Wiildii 

Mika 'el is gurantor and Priest Tiikka Wiildii Mika 'el, Giibre the son 

of Wiiykdla are eye witnesses. 
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COLOPHONS = No 

Inc : (rail) M,·}"n: m~,'h"f~,: nlloo: t,·n: mmt\~ : m001t.1I: ~,p,.1I : 3 t,lIo'I-/' : ~"f.hr: 

h'}-oo'/I'I/: hoo'L: mY. 'I' : ""}-~"fh: m~,oo'L: (hCh' m·lI'l· ~t\oo'}- h"lH),·n(h.C 

ynCu (\,'/' my~"I'I'I, .. . 

In the name of Father Son and the Holly Sprit I am crossing on my face. 

If I fall down I will rise with those three names in one soon. If I arrived 

through dusk God will torched and save me .. . 

Des: (raI114 ) ... "'ICY9u
: Y; '}"lt\ : 7,1'/': t.h,nh.: '/0 '1"': 7,OIll)"n(h.c: 9u ll/'l,h.: )', --­

m"'MI. 'W: tj::o/1C: mt\~h.: t,.r ... ·lI : I1ClIf-lI : hoo: f-1It.f-: 1\'1 ·)fTJm·t,.~:: 

Virgin Marry beg for us, you got the charisma since Lord is with you, and 

to your beloved son Jesus Christi for letting loose our s in ... 
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SIZE= 21 cm X 13 cm X 2cm 

No ff= 24 

PEN-TRIAL= 2+2 

PLACE= Ankobilrr Madbane 'AJam Church Museum 

COLUMNS= 2 

LINES= 17 

MATERIAL= Vellum 

DATE= unknown 

BINDING= Leather 

NAME OF SCRIBE= unknown 

ILUSTRATION= Illuminations and decorations 

SPECIAL FEATURES= nine dots be used (:::), Classical pictures in the front two 

pentrials, 

COLOPHONS= 'llou7.'(h'{': hC()r<J : t1ou~;Y/,: 'M9": tl7.(h(;,;: ,,.hll: t,'n: ,~h '9": 

This book of Baptism belongs to Miidbane 'A liim Church and written by 

Tiiklil 'Ab, 

Inc: (rafl) n()ou: t .. n: OJOJt\~: OJou'}.{.(): ;P.<\.(): 1 M"lIh: oul'.'(h'{': hC()r<J: 

OJoul'.'(h'{': 'T'9"4'+: 'P.<\.<'I+:: OJ,ent\: oullou·C: tl.~ OJ7.II°1': M"r;·)': OJ,e6'l'"}: 

OJ,e(hr'r : t,()°'l,ttYou·: IIhll : ,emOU'/l: OJ,e'nt\: .<\.y.j\"} : 7.t\j{: OJ,ent\ : !-tu'}: 

WH': )1.1'\0'1'::", 
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In the name of Father, and Son, and Holly Sprit, and one God. These are 

Book of baptism, book of ep iphany. Call their names by say and read 

Psalm 50 and do incensing. The Deacon should say Pray and the priest 

prays ... 

Des: (vbf23) .. :}{l~,t'lh : OJt;fl'l'n·"t,h: t,'),C: OJoo~.".{,: ll·m, : hoo: '}''''l,(fl : t'llI'H:: 

o'lf.'.: oW : "'.<',"'l.: P'C'H:: OJf.'."l fJ6 : .<',"100: OJ·fl,,·: ?"J>:C: nhoo: '''.<',,00' : Mll: 

f.'.hB'/~: t. ,'lt,, : OJfJ/\'l,: hoo'}fl·nfh: OJ:,· t. : M,'n: OJOJA J>:: OJ001t.fl : ~.<',.fl: 

f.'. ~,lt '/.: OJIIAt. '/.: OJt'I'}(\oo : 'M?": t,o'/,'}:: 

... Oh kind and lover of people w e thank you and beg you. We thank to 

father son and holly sprit for return back this water as a previous and to 

make it supportive for us as before and entered to the ground to thanks 

forever now and then 'Amen. 
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2.2.3. ~rm "(J)A~ [F:lt1:Iii ziiwiild] The Judgement of the Son 

SIZE= 6 cm X 4 cm X 3cm 

No ff= 22 

PEN-TRIAL= 2+0 

PLACE= Ankobiirr Madbane 'Alam Church Museum 

COLUMNS= 1 

LINES= 10 

MATERIAL= Vellum 

DATE= unknown 

BINDING= Wood 

NAME OF SCRIBE= tnt. : '''I.tIM~ Kmf<i Mika'el 

ILUSTRATION= Illuminations and decorations 

SPECIAL FEATURES= nine dots be used (:::) 

COLOPHONS= ",n'Cll")': nl.h"r,ao·: all"':J: l.Y:~d·ao·: :rh·"}: 9u lltl: "}1'P",: 9uoI.All: 

"/·n<.: mAY,: ~\.'l..l> : 7.,h6.U·: ~'l'~,: mY:h·9u : ll"}&': "'Ul~bA: tI'Mao: '}I'\9U
: 

~,"'L"} :: (fl3v) 

His grace and bless be upon our king M;mildk and his servants Wiildii $adiq 

and the scriber Kdnfli Mika 'el to forever 'Amen. 

Inc: (raf1) lj:·hh: I1mAY,': ~,"lll.h: h"lI1),: ~l.ro·lI: llClI"f.lI: mt\.l~:: 'PVY:: :N": ~,·n: 

~,"lll.ll·n,h,C: I1n""h: h9'''/.',: 11'1'1-: °'ltilPl.: ~(ljm'~':': n,n°'l°'/-J;h: °'l'W'f')': 

mao"I!;'~'d': tI',tj·,),h: <'\61\: 17.: ~,c.<lt,.h: .}p,.<'\'}:: .. , 
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The judgment of the son, Lord Jesus Christ is the only son. The word of 

Lord, who vanish our sin your passion that become the cure and breathed 

it on your students .. . 

Des: (vaf21) .. .l •. "}')' ·/HC: h'}h: hoo: ~.~(}.y: : ·'~.9uC : hoo : oo~~. : tI~t.,~~ : ~,t,,·: 

OJ',n.y-,,: OJllh . .<'(}·: ~(\'<i:OJ.: 9u~~.f.: ttll"oo': t"h'l·n: t •. rl'l·{J: IlC{J-!,,{J: IllPlr: 

h9U~(},-'I: Mu rCOJ: ()"'l~: nrt\t1J~·: -'I.n: oorh<i:-/>: 11·-1,: (J-n(h'r: OJM'-I,')': 

()n~: OJCJCtl'r: OJ'-'I(\,: OJo<I'~(\,'r: ~htL·I.: OJtlt\t.'z,: OJII'}l\oo: l}l\9u: l}O'1,"}: Sic 

[t,o'l,'}] 

... Let us circumcise as a Jew. We know that he came to accomplish the old 

testaments. Infidels who have trust upon the second coming of him the 

mercy of Jesus Christ for Judah from the tribe of '3sey hold the authority 

on his shoulder should be blessed thanks and bless for him now and 

forever 'Amen. 
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SIZE= 23 em X 16.5 em X 6 em 

No ff= 78 

PEN-TRIAL= 4+1 

PLACE= Ankobarr Miidbane 'Aliim Church Museum 

COLUMNS= 2 

LINES= 16 

MATERIAL= Vellum 

DATE= unknown 

BINDING= Wood 

NAME OF SCRIBE= unknown 

ILUSTRATION= Illuminations and decorations 

SPECIAL FEATURES= nine dots be used (:::), .eUT}: Mo-,-: 6ffJ1: l'Omro-: ou9°&,: 

'}oou- : ',ro-:: (f78r) 

-This $iilotii <Bran was donated by Prist <Aliimu. 

this incense to be curifing of our sins for his servant Tiiklii Mika 'el 

The savior of the world I give my soul and flesh for you to protect it, 

your servant Tiikld Mika 'el 
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Inc: (rafI) O{]oo: l .. O: OJOJA.I':: OJlTP'}t.{]: ~,~.{]: ?i l,9u l'lh : OJh9u ,U: ,eOA: ~\'7n).: 

oo(hl.'/: hC{]f.{]: ['LIt: OJ,eOA: M ';h: OJOJ'~'{]: 11"1l.l.: h'-(l": 'lMu: Ol,;)'/; : 

.. i'A: ·r~.{]: ~~.{]: .p~.{]: ~\'7 IV,'O(h,C: nU(I": OJ,e'l.(I·: OJTl. :: ... 

In the name of Father Son and Holly Sprit say three times Lord forgives us. 

Lord who created a world with a word and live forever Holy Holy Holy 

Lord .. . 

Des: (vbf77) .. 5OJ,i!: o"'lo;rT: OJh'-(l"oo·: t'lfJfl)"/: oo{)."A: X~.p: OJ')'t·'}: OJooAl,h: 

11'/;: h(l:": O'Ch'l': Ol.M'·oo·: OJ-'/"}'OA'i': "Iu(l"OO':: l. 11'/P: (\I'\9u
: Ol'l°'l'eT: 

ld'o'{]: hC{]f.{]: ol'looh: '1n'1: OJl,~'M: t'I'!: ol'looh: OJP'l.,e: t'I'!: ;)fT)OJ·l .. '/: 

OJl.M"/: ~A'P'/: '}(h·C: OJ'M'I,: fL'I"/: 00l'l9u :: 

.. . All 49 martyrs who wear the garments of cross honest and kind. The 

angels commemorate on this day their blessed grace and plead and 

apology is upon us. The king of peace Jesus Christ firm your peace forgive 

our sin prepared us to arrive our residence peacefully. 
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2.2.5. oul'\ffi&. ..,.,c;(l, Mii~hiifa Q;}dase [Anaphora] 

SIZE= 24 cm X 19 cm X 6 cm 

No ff= 100 

PEN-TRIAL= 4+3 

PLACE= Ankobarr Miidgane 'Alam Church Museum 

COLUMNS= 2 

LINES= 20 

MATERIAL= Vellum 

DATE= unknown 

BINDlNG= Wood covered with clothes 

NAME OF SCRIBE= alA.\'. ou.\'."n. Wiildii Madb:m 

ILUSTRATION= Illuminations and decorations 

SPECIAL FEATURES= nine dots be used (:::), has the symbol of anaphora's 

COLOPHONS= .. . OLll'I': )/,110
,', : rUI'I': 9u {JI'I : '1:"'-:': o>A.\'.: ou.l'."r>: 0>9u {Jt'I: '}ou',,: 

o>M': ou.l'."n: o>)/,(h&.U·: o>A.\'.: ou.l'."n : (f43b) 

The grace of her supplicates be upon his fans Wiildii Miidg:m , his servant 

Wiiliita Miidb;m and the scriber Wiildii Miidb:m. 

Inc: (raf1) O(nO'r WHo OA ,1'''1 'I Ah h"lIV. 9u ,r:Lh 'I I'\, 1'1' Y .... .e'f..t: °'lCY~ "Mu
" 

O'hOU' M,"lI1.h', oM. Oh'}·tt,', hou .e9u mL', 0',1',"1'/1'1', Yfl-I·Lt,. 't-:.·" 0"61'\,', 

wc,} o'}O'f' ML<;:.t· II).', <;:/-"(h o>M9u I'IM ~,ou', ... 

Say it on Sabbath. My Lord you forgive the world. Hale Luya. This Mary is 

our mother. She is the mother of our Lord. Supplicate for us to get 
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forgiveness from him. To display his kindness he made Sabbath for rest 

upon us. He also provides joy and peace for believer .. . 

Des: (vbflOO) ... m·'·mM:: f1~t'I.,.~: Om·f1·,. : 9u /""I"ih: :",I\.f1: hOll: Oll'}lj : IP<;J!.: ;)0: 

M,: ~\'7Il)\: ~,.t't'I.f1: mt.~·: <'\6(\,',: m<'\6t'1: ,"11-11h: "fUAh: OI9u Ul'}-h: 0)1,;1: 

oIA.I~:h: ~f1Oll; t'lh: f1'Or"'}-: m;)J!.A: M,'O: mOIA.I';: mOll·}t.f1: :",I\.f1: J!.ML'/.: 

oIlIAt.'l.: Olt'l,}t'lOll: ,}MU: ~,0'1.·}: t'lJ!.h··}: t'lJ!.h··}:: 

· .. On the sacrificed holly sanctuary accept our cry as good scent. Towards 

the presence of Jesus Christ on you people and us send your mercy and 

compassion. By the mercy of your son's donation, I impart thanks for your 

gratitude authority, for Father Son and holly sprit, now and forever 'Amen. 

45 



2.3. Book of Hymnology 

2.3.1. hp'"",:" [K~statl 

SIZE= 16cm x llcm x 2cm 

NO ff= 37 

Pen trial= 2 + 1 

PLACE= Ankobarr Madbane 'AIam Church Museum 

COLUMNS= 2 

LINES= 19 

MATERlAL=Vellum 

DATE= UNKNOWN 

BINDING= Wood and Leather 

NAME OF SCRIBE= - Scriber Gabra Mika'el. 

-Copied for Wayzaro Manalab~s the daughter of Baf<ina 

for Wayu Madbane 'Aliim. 

-donated by 'Alam~warq Ij~ruy for Ankobarr Madbane 'Alam 

Church. 

o,ht.(}·: 1'/1~"?I]1.,A : ~,6,ht.(}·: 0I1C:: '"l'lIHrO: OIt)rm: "h'"l: 0I1C:: 

1]&.'1: 

-the scriber is Gabra Mika'el. It commissioned by Wayzaro 

Manalii.b~s, the daughter of Baf<ina, for Wayu Madbane 'Alam. 

COLOPHONS (NO 157-1 64) 'IJ'H:: {m7\,Il&.: '1',/0./".,..: 110I.e1lC:: "'l'lI\'frO: "h'B': 

.e"h'l:: 011\"-: u'l.l]lbA: OIt)UD: "h"'l: OI.etlc:: 1]&.'1: "h'H-: .e"h1:: 
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OJtI''':r''l't.: HoWIl,Y.: tI'I'r.: rm.l~:~l'.(Mr: hrm: .e11"'i: tlmJ.l~:~~''': 

r;1 : OJ~~r'l: rr'ltl: ?,/,,',U': 1'(J'::"'l,lJlbt\: tI,}tl rm : 'Mr: 1,°'l.,}: 

tl iP ':: <I~: OJ II &"h,/'> : Il r t\ a/~ : A.'rf!' r'l : OJ$\OJ'l\"r'l : OJ,'/,tI: tI.eh, '}, : 

This book of baptism is belonged to Wayzaro Manaliibas or Wiiliitii 

Mika 'el the name of her mother is Bafiina or Wiiliitii Salase donated 

for Wayu M,i'dbane 'Aliim for blessing her soul and flesh the scriber 

Giibrii Mika 'el too, for ever 'Amen. Stealing or deleting is being 

condemned by the authority of Peter and Paul. 

Inc: (rafl) (lr'lrm : 1dl: OJOJt\J':: OJrm't&,r'l : :".""r'l : 1i 1,r"n: 'tn'I:: (707.',h&,: 'rr""r: 

.e:"HI'f1: (l]Ji: /)'}1' : 1\,/\.,)': OJ,!' rC:": OJ.eOJ,o/C: iJa/~: OJ.e7./\. OJ,1'':: ... 

We begin by saying In the name of Father, Son, Holly spnt and one 

God 'A men. This Book of baptism always read at 05:00Pm preached 

by incensing ... 

.. . For the God who is being one through sacredness every time and 

forever 'Amen. 
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2.3.2. 9"6t-~ [M~C~raf] Common Antiphonary 

SIZE= 19cmx 16cmx4cm 

No ff= 77 

PEN-TRIAL= 2+0 

PLACE= Ankobiirr Miidbane 'ALim Church Museum. 

COLUNM =3 

LINES=24 

MATERIAL= vellum 

DATE= Unknown 

BINDING= Wood 

NAME OF SCRIBE= uo9"&.: ·/·Ot. (h'1 Copied by Miimdre Giibriihanna 

COLOPHONS = NO 

SPECIFIC FEATURS= Stamps of the church 

Inc: (raf1) 9"6t·'/:: nt1"II': uoCf'6A: M"\"(h '){l: Mil: \"(h1fl: 11'!'1: ~'-'l.fl : ~,"lIUI·O(h.C: 

·M.fl: 'PYA ... 

The Christmas pray that preached from John to John. God is blessed; 

powerful, eternal and born from our madam St. Marry. Oh our Lord 

forgives us ... 

Des: (vbf76) ... tl.I'()·fl: IlCfl'l~fl: y~'W'/: OC-r6-r: UW''1<;'-r: O1·fl-f": tl"'l:I: lUlU': 

f'-'l."I01'/ : "fUll" : O19";ht.f. : f'-flt.f'-: -)m,tl'f"'/ : 0'011'P: 9";11t.-/>: Mill .... M·": 

HO()"'lY-)' : :: 

... Jesus Christ strength us with this well deserved religion he embrace us 

with him. He gave us his mercy and for give as our sin upon his 

compassion ... our father in the heaven. 
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SIZE= 26cmx2 l cmx4cm 
No ff= 35 

PEN-TRIAL= 3+3+5 

PLACE= Ankobiirr Miid\)ane 'Aliim Church Museum 

COLUMN =3 

LINES=29 

MA TERIAL= vellum 

DATE=Unknown 

BINDING= wood 

NAME OF SCRIBE= Unknown 

ILUSTRATION = Illumination on (ff I and 45) [Vl"1: MI01': (fl, f45v)] 

COLOPHONS = NO 

Inc: (rafl) oo'~""'01': H.I':t·l: ~9u: njf: tI01t..1'.: h9uftM·: M~,V'f:: M'fI·: 010'1.00: 

t,.n,oo~.: 7,"11\),: h'fI·: IU'(h~: n.4·fI· .. . 

... Ps alm for the eve of firs t fas ting day. On second: the Jews hang who 

descended from heaven. No one knows him that he able to heal by his 

words . 

Des: (vaf5S) OIj'ovll1: o'/\': .'1.0 : l];hC: 01'1,11 : M".r:C: Ill?"'/-: Olrh.:.>r: ol,(',hOl'1: 

I'II\?U: Oao'PM.u·:: 

... river water flow on the s ea, the ground spring in winter and summer, 

his reign will become peaceful. 
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2.3.4. ~C"., t"ch111 nLOJC:" [D:lrsana yoban:ls 'Afawarq] 

SIZE; 19.5 cm X 13.5 cm X 3 cm 

No ff; 36 

PEN-TRIAL; 1 +0 

PLACE; Ankobiirr Miidbane 'Aliim Church Museum 

COLUMNS; 2 

MATERIAL; Vellum 

DATE; unknown 

BINDING; Wood 

-by Ziilibanos Qiirsi the son of lja!anii Mo'a 

-by Wiildii Maryam 

ILUSTRATION; Illuminations and decorations 

SPECIAL FEATURES; nine dots be u sed (:::), two blank folios (f3 and f25), two 

types of calligraphy 

COLOPHONS; II oo)\-(h<J:: tl)\(h6,V': IltVI<;'ll: 4'ci'i,: roM· V': '~'1'/: qD~\: (f4rb) 

m·'·)\'(h6.: 1fH:: oo)\-rh<J:: 0:/; 'too"-: ool"iP"": t'l,v,,£:,-: II-/-n,eoo: A'O'I .fl,:'''iA: 

m~,)\-rh6. ·i'-: {l<j::.I': Ohl'/-: <j::.}<;..: t'll"(h'}ll: CJr'hCf' : ll'}: t19Ullt'l: 9u;t-: kH: wCtJ: 

OTJC.I'9u: ,eCJO': m·{)-f-: ~1.f'.;.<'\t'\,9u: O<J:p'(h: aJOM9u: m01/: 't('l9U: .I',~·')·I·: 

h9"(ht('}: (f24b) 
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This book was written by Ziilibanos Qiirsi the son of Ij;;fanii Mo'ii This book 

was written during the seventh year's coronation of King Dawit or his 

coronation name was L;;bnii DJngJI. The commissioner was Sofiya with for 

her brother in-law Siir# Maryam to arrive peacefully Jerusalem and save 

from the sorrow of this world as well as to express the love of John. 

This book belongs to Siir$ii Wiild Ziimiisqiil and written by __ _ 

... {,-(hl!l: mh.yr: MIX'(h'/,: Mlh'tI-: "-t,9uC: M"'/>: mnlh'/>: r'/tI·: 9u!ltl: 1·n.;. : 

mA.\'. : ,....,"11'\, : ;)·n,,-: U<fCY9u : ll~rh&,V' : mAY.: U<fCY9u : tI'}tlou: '}tI9U
: t,"'I.'}: 

mt,o'l,'}: tI,eh·'}: tI,eh'l :: (f36rb) 

... John also s hares to me since you know everything. His praying and 

blessing be upon his servant Wiildii S;;lase Ijabtii Maryam and the scriber 

Wa'lda' Maryam to forever 'Amen. 

Inc : (rafl) t. IInh'tI·: 1JL: mM,t: n ... U<f,e : mn9",I':C: ,eIP"lP,.: tI"'/>: m,eMl(n : 

heM·!l : t,9u"Ih', : 'tC: C'H': ou'},}-: m·nll·;): 9u;hlt: IIY,{.:"C: lI.\'.-,4" : 

m,eIP'! A: ' )'f't,'} : m~m'}.: h'tI-: ')0: ou~;),/,,}-: nh'H': ,t'M .: hIli: '}W}r!.: 

nh '},t': 1rH: 't'mh~ : h9"',,', : .. . 

Oh you ever live in the sky and the world everyone in it bow down and 

thanks you. Our God Christ is very kind free from evil merciful and love 

kind p eople full of forgiveness call all towards the hope of savior as we 

look at him he received from us ... 

Des: (raf4) .. . ~A~ : m,'H-: .I'/; : "'ou·'}: hou: 7,"lIl.h: Y&$U<f: nM?u: mYMA: 

h9''',,',: 'r :!'CC,"f-: tlM'i: mY~')~~: m~')'}: ',~<'tt~ : m,e9u(hl~: ... mY,{.X'ou~: 

."'-: <\ .... )1 : nM?u: mYC7,r',: 'nc'!',: '}-I"1tL: n~(h: Sic [n~"""(hl mn(hl'\,t: 

m,e!ll,e: tI~: ;)fTJm·t,):: 
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... Pray for this week our lord to reach us p eacefully, to separate our enemy 

from us and save our soul as well as to forgive our sin and to reach us for 

this Easter. He also cures as from our s in Joyfully. 

Inc: (raf5) OflUD: t,·O: OJaJA,~: OJou'}t.fl: ~,I\.fl : li MUI\h : ,~C<'\'} : tlY./.f'I: I"rh'}fl: 

',t.OJC~': ft",,: ~~'H': 11m/.: ",fl'!"}'!"}'!': IH"Ouft: n?,'H': h'O';': ftl"rh'}fl: 

UD'!'9u'l': hou: K'rh·<J:: Oar}'!ft: o'/'/;$»fl: 9U '}·h· : UD~hhUD' : '}'ChI{: 'J.'lUD: ... 

In the name of Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit and one God the author 

of this book was Yoi;Jiin;ls 'Ajiiwiirq who was the arch bishop of 

Constantinople. He narrates about the grace of John Baptist. As it was 

written in Mathew; why you come and what do you intended to observe in 

the monastery ... 

Des: (vbf23) .. . OJh"ltU,'Orh,C: ffl"';J'W}~: OJ·fl ,/,: ou'}"lfl'/>: I1ft'M9u: O~;JU': 

fth"ll1.h'/: 't.I'f'I·fl : hCM·fl: OJ09u(t.,/>: Sic [OJ09u,),/.'hj ftI'\'Oh: I1fto ,/>: 9"M: 

',0, U·: OJ9uflft: UD'}t.f'I·: ~,I\.fl: ii MUI\h: Ilft o ,/>: fl'O(hT: ft'MUD: ,}Mu: ,,"'/,'}: 

... Lord collects u s in his empire through his mercy. Thanks are for him, his 

father and the Holy Spirit and one God forever 'Amen. 

Inc : (raf24) "" ,9U ?U' : M,.v,·fl: \"(h'}fl: UD'!'9u~,: lW'}: OJ'/n.,e. : OO,,e.: k)·u·: fth"lllX/: 

OJMh,: '}f'I(h: fthft: ,e.~flU·: ~f'L: <j:<;'.}-: fthft : {,(hOJ'';': ')0: <J:<;"/,: OJnA: 

UD'}'/ft: ~,"lltM: ',,{'f'I·fl: hCflf'fl: ',9uI\h: 1'II\9u: OJ<J:/"(h : ... 

The miracles of Saint John: Baptist, priest, prophet, elder, the brother of 

our Lord, preacher for who wants to confess and facilitator. He preached 

for all who traveled on the way of peace and joyful God our Lord Jesus 

Christ bible ... 

Des: (rbf36) .. ),flUD: ,,~: ~fr/h: 'i:<j'.),: I1,e.OJfl.v.-: ')0: '}f'lrh: UD'}'Jft: hCfl·f.fl: \"r/,'}fl: 

OJ'h'/>: OW}fl";.'f': 9U h'}fT: "~It : K'.v.-~' : '/lCh: t,UD: ·hLft·'l.: ft.'/': CM~: \"9u: 

',;:>OJ'{': ',A(l: h9uf'I,n?,: l1,e.l'OC: ;:>m),·/,: hOW: OJh°,/'I: M,"ll'hT~: '}UD" ': 
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{'eh'}"': roh ,)"I: t,'Ol'i'eh~: (I'H It-t'l. : '/"t,9uC: l'.t'l.,f,: roO l. h-J;: r'lt'l,: 

, .......... ),"'],'}: rot,"'],'}: t'l.eh"}: t'l.eh"}:: 

. .. John became the facilitator of the way to exceed towards Christ. Within 

few points you are untruth. You see my brothers no one who did evil than 

me. As our lady 'Amiitii Yoi)iin;Js, please reached us for all these miracles. 

His pray and beg and grace is upon with us 'Amen. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

3. SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

The purpose of this study was on the cataloguing of some manuscripts at 

Ankobiirr Miidg.ane 'Aliim church Museum on the title of "CATALOGUE OF 

SOME MANUSCRIPTS IN 'ANKOBARR MADl:;IANE 'ALEM CHURCH MUSEUM". 

Ankobiirr was one of the seats of Shoan Dynasty and served as a capital during 

the medieval period of Ethiopian history since the establishment of Addis 

Aba ba. During this period the role of Ethiopian Orthodox Church in the socio­

political affairs was very magnificent that leads to church and state seems 

inseparable. These resulted from some of the then kings and rulers had dual 

religious and secular natures. A number of manuscripts written and compiled 

in the then period were reserved in the church yard store house locally known 

as ['dqabet] . 

Ankobiirr Madg.ane 'Aliim church is among the five churches established by the 

Shoan Kings and still served as the archival centers of different manuscripts 

and other historical accounts. The targeted manuscripts which selected for this 

study were chosen from this site. 

The study employed on focused group discussion of a group of clergymen from 

the targeted church which conducted casually. These group discussion 

members were a set of the church administrator or [Giibiiz], the church librarian 

['dqabet] and two other clergymen of the targeted church . The study also 

engaged secondary tools such as books and proceedings journals such as 

EMML Catalogues Volume VI & VIII, and ICES [International Conference of 

Ethiopian Studies] respectively. These accounts consist of helpful information 

a bout the ta rgeted church and the manuscripts in it. Moreover the study 

mainly relies on document analysis and cataloguing on the selected 
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manuscripts based on their vital regarding to the intended objectives of the 

study. 

These focused group discussion and document analysis as well as secondary 

documents enriched on results or findings of the study. Thus the following 

major findin gs were obtained from the results: In this chu rch library there are 

three types of scripts or written accounts. The first one is codices which are 

ma de of parchments of animal skins such a s goats, sheep and horses. They are 

also bound by wood and some of them covered with leathers. They are sixty­

nine in numbers. These codices are listed under the followin g table: 

Table 3: List of Codexes in Ankobarr Mad(;ane ~Uim church Museum 

~ .; 1; 
0 Lists of the Codexes I:: e Z 01 

rzi 
::s ~ 0' 

1 Miracles of the Virgin Marry [Ta'iimmdra Maryam] 2 

2 Ritual for passion week[Gdbra Ddmamat] 1 

3 The book of the mystery [Ma$dDafa Mds~ir] 1 

4 Synaxary [Sdnksar] 3 

5 Synodicon [Sinodos] 1 

6 Deggwa ['Anqa$a Halleta] 1 

7 Four Gospels ['Arba'dtu Wangel] 3 

8 Book of Enoch [Ma~dDafa Henok] 1 

9 Lectionary for the year [Gd$$aWe Sdr'at] 1 

10 [Soma DdggwaJ 6 

11 Miracle of J esus Christ[Ta' ammdra ' Iyyasus] 1 

12 Kings [Mii~dDiifa Niigiist] 1 

13 Common Antiphonary [Md'draf] 2 
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14 Psalter [Mazmura Dawitj 15 

15 Collection of chants fo r the year called [Z;lmmarej 2 

16 Collection of hymns for the year ['3gzi'abdher Nagsaj 1 

17 The passion of Christ [I;:l;lmamata Masqalj 1 

18 Funeral ritual [Gmzatj 1 

19 The Faith of the Fathers [Haymanota 'Abawj 2 

20 Isaiah [Ma~dl:1afa ' Isayasj 2 

21 Missal [Ma~;ll)afa Q;lddasej 2 

22 Horologium [Ma~dl:1afa Sii'atatj 2 

23 John [Wangela Yol:1amsj 2 

24 [K;lstatj 1 

25 [Ma~dl:1afa Qedarj 1 

26 [Ma~dl:1afa Miinakosatj 1 

27 Paul [p,awlosj 2 

28 [Ma~dl:1afa Tdmqatj 1 

29 [Mawas'dtj 1 

30 [Ddrsana MaUyawij 3 

31 [Ma~dl:1afa 'Oritj 1 

32 [Salota '3~anj 1 

33 [Ddrsana Madbane 'Alamj 1 

34 [Ddrsana Yo\:!ams 'Arawarqj 1 

35 [Fdtl:1a Zawaldj 1 

TOTAL 69 
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The other two Codexes such as the Miracle of Jesus Christ [Ta'am~ra ' Iyasus] 

and [ D~rsana Mabyawi] which were written on the Arabian Paper or [Lu~h] also 

reserved in th e church library displays with these parchment Codexes. 

The second types of scripts are a few scrolls which used for pray and other 

religious services. The last one was an epigraphy that chiseled on copper plates. 

It was believed to be used for protecting thunders. All these three types of 

scripts display in the church library. 

The main intention of th e researcher is only focused on the ma nuscripts which 

were written on vellum or parchment so those sixty-nine manuscripts were 

taken as the total population of this study. The subjects of this study were the 

selected fifteen manuscripts among the total population of the study. To select 

these fifteen manuscripts first the researcher used clustering sampling method 

based on their title similarity. This sampling method was selected because of 

some of the manuscripts are similar and their group differ in frequency. For 

instance the frequency of Psalter [Mazmura Dawit] is fifteen since it was 

individual prayer books in the Ethiopian Orthodox Church tradition. To 

overcome this problem the researcher used clustering sampling method rely on 

their similarity first and grouped those sixty-nine manuscripts in to thirty-five 

cluster groups. Then fifteen manuscripts selected among cluster groups by 

using purposive sampling subsequent to focused group discussion depend on 

their originality and essential for this study. 

These selected fifteen manuscripts or subject of the study assessed based on 

the following main criteria such as size, number of folios, place, number of 

columns, number of lines per page, materials made from, date, binding 

material, name of the scribers and donor, illustration, colophons, incipit and 

desinit of each sub contents. Moreover the paleography of the manuscripts also 

used in the study for the purpose of cross checking of dating based on the 

study of (Ulagh, 1990, pp.87-102) Paleography models. It enables the 
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researcher the orthography of each manuscript alike with the reign of king 

described in it. 

After selecting the subject manuscripts secondary data also assessed from the 

Libraries. Most of those Manuscripts of the study area previously included in 

the EMML Catalogue works. To keep on the originality of the study, the 

researcher used this cataloguing work more peculiar than before works for the 

following two main purposes. First of all EMML catalogue has very available 

microfilmed references of the whole contexts of those manuscripts but it was 

preserved in limi ted setting and these catalogue with out the references became 

ambiguous for the user. Regarding to this study it is mandatory to make it 

specific to avoid vagueness for the users of the catalogue works since it was 

spread lonely. This imposed the researcher to use meaningful context on each 

incipit and desinit as well as in colophons descriptions than the EMML 

Catalogue . The next one is the types of characters or alphabet used in this 

catalogue is different from the EMML Catalogues. In EMML catalogues only 

international phonetic description used by [EAE-Garamond] fonts. It is 

communicable for any scholar who had phonology and phonetics background. 

It is hardly possible to communicate for other users . This creates a gap for 

others who need to use it. To prevail over it the researcher uses [G;l 'n] 

alphabets in advance to keep indigenousness of the language as well as to be 

used the catalogue by home scholars who had a gap for phonetic transcription, 

The manuscripts which selected for this study were peculiar. They were not 

incorporated in the EMML and other Catalogue works. Perhaps they collected 

in the targeted church museum after conducting EMML cataloguing work. 

These manuscripts listed in the following table: 
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Table 4: Lists of manuscripts not incorporated in EMML but in this 

Catalogue work: 

R.No. Lists of Manuscripts Remark 

1 Psalter [Mazmura Dawit] I 

2 Horologium [Ma~~/:! afa Sa'atat] 

3 [K~stat] 

4 [Soma D~ggwal 

5 Common Antiphonary [M~'~raf] 

6 Psalter [Mazmura Dawit] II 

7 Missal [Ma~~/:!afa Q~ddase] 

8 [Ma~~hafa T~mqat] 

9 [Salota '3 \a n] 

10 [D~rsana Yo/:!ams 'Arawarq] 

11 Paul [pawlos] 

12 Psalter [Mazmur ii Dawit] III 

13 John [Wangela Yo/:!ams] I 

14 John [Wiinge1a Yo/:!ams] II 

15 [F~tba zawiild] 

NB:[**] -Common Antiphonary [M;)'jraj] the Microfilm Number EMML 2449 stands for it 

in the catalogue but the Microfilm of EMML 2449 is for Collection of chants for 

the year called [Zammarej instead. 

-J have used Roman Numbers to indicate similarty of the manuscripts rather 

than their serieseness. 
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3.2. CONCLUSION: 

According to the findings obtained in this study, those selected fifteen 

manuscripts assessed in depth based on the seated criteria. These criteria used 

as tools for identifying external and internal description of the targeted 

manuscripts of the study. First the external descriptions of the manuscripts 

were listed as follows: 

Table 5: External Description of the Manuscripts of this Study 

.. - Co< c:l 0 bIJ 
,~ 

.l4 01 ,~ ... .. :::; ,~ 

o a "'- c:l ~ .. 
Lists ofMSS r:>." .. .. 0 '" c:l 01 .. a ... , = c:lr.. og ... a 0 

c:l o ,~ ,~ .. c:l '" 0 
"l U :z: :z: 0 = ., 
'" ., ...l ., '" -(/J r:>. C) I>. Q:l - tl'. ... 

[Mazmura Dawit] Psalter I 3 150 163 4+1 1&2 21 Wood No 

[Mazmura Dawit] Psalter II 988 99 3+0 1&2 23 Wood & No 
leather 

1785 157 2+2 1&2 19 Wood & No 
leather 

[Mazmura Dawit] Psalter III 

[WangeEi Yo~ms] John I 651 69 2+0 2 18 Wood No 

[Wangela Yo~ms] John II 319 73 2+1 2 19 Wood No 

[pawlos] Paul 1426 40 2+0 2 20 Wood No 

[Ma~d~afa Sa' atat] 1938 ll2 2+2 2 18 Wood No 
Horologium 

[Ma~d~afa Kdrdstdna] Book of 546 24 2+2 2 17 Leather til 
Baptism u " .- ... 

~.a 
01 u 
Os, 

[Fdtd~a zawald] The 72 22 2+0 1 10 Wood No 
Judgement of th e Son 

[Salata '3:~an] 2277 78 4+1 2 16 Wood No 

[MiiSd~ii.fii Qddase] Ana phora 2736 100 4+3 2 20 WOOd No 
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[Mo'oraf] Common Antiphonary 1216 77 2 +0 3 24 Wood No 

[K)stat] Wood& 

352 37 2+1 2 19 Leather No 

[Soma Ooggwa 1 14196 35 3+3 3 29 Wood No 
+5 

[Oorsana Yol;anos 'Af<iwarq] 789.5 36 1+0 2 24 Wood No 

Even though the external description easily identified from the manuscripts by 

observing the physical condition of them, internal description needed 

assessment and comparisons with other sources. 

For instance the dating of manuscripts should be assessed at least in two ways. 

The first one is eliciting written dates in the manuscripts content directly or 

indirectly. Some of the manuscripts of this study describe the then kings and 

governors even church administrators. Others describe the completion date of 

the scriber. Coincidentally these date copied by other scribers as it is when 

other manuscripts written latter. To keep away from this mess paleography of 

each manuscript were checked for accuracy of the study. 

The next internal descriptions were written in the colophons which were written 

in the pen trial and the margin of manuscripts. Some of them were written in 

the Supra Lineam. These are useful accounts but need brief descriptions for 

utilizing. These need background knowledge about the seating and the issue 

they were written for. These internal descriptions of the study listed in the 

following table: 
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Table 6: Internal Description of the Manuscripts of This Study: 

R.No List of Manuscripts Colophons and Date Remark 

1 [Mazmura Dawitj -Copied by K;)flii Giyorgis. 
Psalter I 

-Owner of th e Manuscript Gabra 
Mika'el. 

-Land transaction by purchase 
during the church administration 
sway of ' Alaqa Tii~la S;)lase 

2 [Mazmura Dawitj -Ornamental headings and 
Psalter II decorations 

3 [Miizmurii Dawitj -Scriber 'Alaqa Tagana Warqu 
Psalter III 

-Decorative binding of leather 

4 [Wangela YODTIdsj John I -Decoration and ornamental 
headings. 

5 [Wangela YODTIdsj John II -inventory of house hold utincels. 

-letter of inheritance of Priest 
Walda Sadiq 

-land transaction of Priest 
Warqmiih 

6 [pawlosj Paul -Pray for King Mmil;)k and his 
spouse. 

7 [Mii~;)Dafa Sa'atatj -Copied by Wiildiia S;)lase. 

Horologium - Documents concerning 
transaction 

8 [Mii~;)Diifii K;)r;)st;)naj -Classical pictures. 
Book of Baptism 

-Decoration 

9 [F;)tDii Ziiwiildj The -Decoration 
Judgement of the Son 

-Pray for king M;)nil;)k and his 
Vasall Wiilda Sadiq 

10 [Salotii '3: \anj -Pray for Talda Mika'el 
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11 Mii~~\liifii Q~dase -Has Melody signs 
[ AnaphoraJ 

-Pray for Walda Madb~n and 
Walata Madbm 

12 [M~'~raf] Common -Copied by Mamm~re Giibra 
Antiphonary Hanna 

-Stamp of the church 

13 [K~statJ -Copied for Wayzaro Manalab~s 

the daughter of Bafina for Wayu 
Miidba ne 'Alam. 

-Donated by 'Alamawarq lj:~ruy to 
Ankobiirr Madbane 'AEim church . 

- Scriber Gabra Mika'el. 

14 [Soma D~ggwaJ -Ornamental h eadings. 

15 [D~rsana Yo \lams -it was written during the reign of 
'Afiwarq] King L~bna Dmg~l 

-It has two different hand writing 

-it is written by two scribers. 

In the nutshell , these fifteen manuscripts catalogued s pecifically by inferring 

the contents of every incipit and desinit (initial and destination) of th e texts. 

3.3. RECOMMENDATION 

Based on the findings obtained and the conclusion drown the following 

su ggestions are forwarded to improve the convenience of all the manuscripts in 

Ankobiirr Madbane 'Alam church museum and the neighboring other four 

churches. The researcher believed that the following m easures had better to 

ameliorate the accessibility of these manuscripts: 
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.:. Appropriate t raining should be given for the church librarian and other 

clergymen on how to conserve those manuscripts to keep them save . 

• :. Short description of every manuscript should be prepared and attached 

on the shelves to give available information for visitors and users . 

• :. Establishing collaborative works with stake holders should be essential to 

accommodate and use all the resources of this sector . 

• :. Upgrading the mini-library into archive research center of the targeted 

area should be very supportive for researchers . 

• :. Digitalization of all manuscripts of the targeted areas should be 

conducted for the safeguard of this non renewable wealth's of the country 

from any disasters . 

• :. World wide promotion work should be established and spread over for the 

sake of awareness raising and invitation of tourists and scholars who 

need primary sources for their study which relate with the targeted 

manuscripts. 
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ANNEX 

A. Map of Ankobarr District in Ethiopia. 
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C. Map of Gorabela the capital of Ankobarr District 
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D. Map of Ankobarr Madoane tAUim Church and Church Museum. 
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G. Epigraphy. 
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H. Classical Picture of St. George 
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I. Map of Old Testament Temple or Tabernacle 
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J. Stamps of the Emperor Menilek II . 
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