
ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 

INTRA-REGIONAL RESETTLEMENT AND INTER-ETHNIC RELATIONS: THE 

CASE OF AMHARA RESETTLERS AND THE INDIGENOUS KULSI PEOPLE IN 

JA WI WOREDA, NORTH WESTERN ETHIOPIA 

BY: YOHANNIS YITBAREK 

June, 2011 



INTRA-REGIONAL RESETTLEMENT AND INTER-ETHNIC RELA nONS: THE 

CASE OF AlvlHARA RESETTLERS AND THE INDIGENOUS KULSI PEOPLE IN 

JA WI WOREDA, NORTH WESTERl'J ETHIOPIA 

A THESIS SUBMITTED TO THE SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES ADDIS ABABA 

UNIVERSITY 

IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE 

OF MASTER OF ARTS IN SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY 

BY 

YOHANNIS YITBAREK 

June, 2011 



INTRA-REGIONAL RESETTLEMENT AND INTER-ETHNIC RELATIONS: 

THE CASE OF AMHARA RESETTLERS AND THE INDIGENOUS KULSI 

PEOPLE IN JA WI WOREDA, NORTH WESTERN ETHIOPIA 

BY 

YOHANNIS YITBAREK 

COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 

APPROVED BY BOARD OF EXAMINERS 

~~a&8~~ 
ADVISOR SIGNATURE 

dJb ::~ 
EXTERt,\,AL EXAMINER SIGNATURE 

tJm£(:n 
INTERNAL EXAMINER SIGNATURE 



Acknowledgements 

It gives me great pleasure to use this opportunity to extend my sincere gratitude and appreciation 

to many people who have contributed to the finalization of this thesis. First and foremost, I am 

deeply indebted to my advisor Dr. Taddesse Berisso whose patient advice, critical comments, and 

unreserved encouragement and support has enabled me to complete this thesis. He has unfailingly 

guided me through all my work; sacrificed his invaluable time to read all field reports; and 

critically commented on the first as well as the final drafts of this thesis. My thanks also go to 

Ato Desalegn Amsalu, stuff of Institute of Ethiopian Studies, who sUPP0l1ed me in providing 

relevant literatures and took much of his time in reading the manuscript. 

I am grateful to my field assistants, particularly Desalew Abie and D.n Kibret. Likewise, I am 

indebted to Jawi resettlers and Kulsi informants, and govemment authorities for their readiness to 

share with me their in valuable knowledge, without which theoretical arguments would have not 

been complemented by empirical evidences. 

The completion of this thesis would not have been possible without the generous assistance and 

encouragement ofrelatives and friends. My gratitude goes to my father Abba Yitbarek Ejigu and 

my mother Wlo Asayech Yalew and all my families. I must express my spec ial gratitude to my 

uncle Zelalem Yalew, Haymanot Lidet, Genet Getachew, Mulugata Abbay, and Birka Getachew 

for their continues suppot1 and encouragement throughout my study time. My special heartfelt 

gratitude also goes to my fiance Elsabeth (Ella) Mulugata, whose love, advice and care helped me 

to survive challenges of life during my education in Addis Ababa. 

I am very much grateful to and proud of my friends for their unreserved moral support and 

assistances. Great thanks to Tefera Amare, Daniel Hagos and Tsegaye Amsalu; Atsede Yaregal, 

Tarikua Eshetu and Tizeta Debebe; Demelash Hailemariam and Tefera Goshu; Kansite Gellebo 

among others. 



Table of Contents 

Page 

Ac kn ow I ed gem en ts -------------------------------------------------------------------------------- i 

Tab le o f Contents ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- i i 

Li s t 0 f Tab I es ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------v 

Glossary 0 f Local T enns ----------------------------------- ------- --- -----------------------------vi 

A c ro n ym s -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------vii 

Abstract----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------viii 

CHAPTER ONE 

I n trod uc ti 0 n ------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------- 1 

1 . 1 Background of the Study --------------------------------------------------------------------- 1 

1 .2 S tatemen t of the Prob lem---------------------------------------------------------------------2 

1.3 Obj ective of the Study -----------------------------------------------------------------------4 

1.3.1 General Obj ecti ve -----------------------------------------------------------------4 

1.3.2 Specific Obj ecti yes ----------------------------------------------------------------4 

1.4 Significance of the Study --------------------------------------------------------------------4 

1 .5 Research Methodo logy --------------------------------------- ----- -------------- ------------- 5 

1.5.1 Site Selection -----------------------------------------------------------------------5 

1.5.2 Instrument of Data Co Ilection --------------------------------------------------- 5 

1.5.2.1 Primary Source --------------------------------------------------------------6 

1.5.2.2 Secondary Data Collection Methods ------------------------------------8 

1.5.3 Method of Data Analysis --------------------------------------------------------- 8 

1 .6 Ethical Consideration ----------------------------------------------:------------------------- 8 

CHAPTER TWO 

2. Literature Review and Conceptual Framework---------------------------------------------9 

2.1 Concepts and Definition ----------------------------------------------------------------------9 

2.2 Resettlement: An Overview of International and National 

Experience -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------10 

2.2.1 International Experience ----------------------------------------------------------10 

2.2.2 Resettlement in Ethiopia: Historical Perspectives ------------------------------- 12 

2.2.2.1. The Pre-1974 Resettlement Practice in Ethiopia------------------------- 12 

ii 



2.2.2.2. Resettlement Planning and Practice During the Derg ------------------- 13 

2.2.2.3. The Policy Context of Resettlement in Ethiopia 

Under the EPRD F ----------------------------------------------------------------- 15 

2.3. Conceptual Framework ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 16 

2.3 .1. A Glimpse at Resettlement Models------------------------------------------------- 16 

2.3.1.1. Processual Analysis of Resettlement as a Sequence of Stages ------- 17 

2.3 .1.2. The Impoverishment Ri sks and Reconstruction Model ORR) ------- 18 

2.3 .1.3. The 'Inherently Complex' Approach --------------------------------------- 20 

CHAPTER THREE 

3. Background of the Study Area and the People ---------------------------------------------22 

3. 1. Ph ys i c al Charac teri sti c s ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 22 

3.2. Population: The Host and Resettlers ------------------------------------------------------------ 24 

3.2.1. Sketching the Kulsi Ethno-Hi story ------------------------------------------------- 24 

3.2.2. The Resettl ers ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 27 

CHAPTER FOUR 

4. The Resettlement Program : Policy and Prac tices ---------------------------------------------- 31 

4.1. The Resettlement Planning, Administration and Access to Social 

and Infrastructural Services ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 31 

4.1.1. The Resettlement Planning ----------------------------------------------------------- 31 

4.1.1. 1. Identification of "Under Utilized Land" ---------------------------------- 32 

4.1.1.2. Consultation with the Host community ------------------------------------ 35 

4.1.2. The Resettlement Administration --------------------------------------------------- 37 

4.1.2.l. Recruitment of Potential Resettlers -------------------------------------- 37 

4.1.2.2. Movement and Arrival of Resettlers in the 

new ResettlementS i te ------------------------------------------------------------ 40 

4.1 .2.3. Acquisition of Famlland ------------------------------------------------------ 42 

4.1.3. Access to Social and Infrastructural Services ------------------------------------ 43 

4.1.3 .1. Health Centers -------------------------------------------------------------------- 44 

4. 1.3.2. Educati on --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 45 

4. 1.3.3 . Water -------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 45 

4.1.3.4. Road and Communication Infrastructures --------------------------------- 46 

iii 



4. 1.3 .5. Provision of Agricultural Inputs --------------------------------------------48 

4.2 . Intra-regional Resettlement in the Context of Differing 

Soc i o-Cul tural and Agro-Eco logical Setting ------------------------------------------------ 48 

4.3. Impl ication of the Resettlement Program to the Resettlers ------------------------------- 5 1 

4.3.1. Adopting the New Environment and Modes of Livelihood ------------------ 51 

4.3.1.1. Crop Production ------------------------------------------------------------------ 51 

4.3. 1 .2. Li vestock Raising ---------------------------------------------------------------- 52 

4.3. 1 .3. Petty T rade ------------------------------------------------------------------------- 53 

4.3.2. Challenges Faced by the Resettler People ---------------------------------------- 53 

4.4. I mpl ications of the Resettlement Program to the Host Community ----------------------- 55 

4.4.1. Increasing Pressure on the Livelihood Resources of the Kulsi -------------- 55 

4.4.2. Internal Dynamics of the Host People --------------------------------------------- 57 

4 .5. Impact of the Resettlement Program on the Environment and Resource 

Co nse rv at ion ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 60 

CH APTER FIVE 

5. Resettl ers-Host Re lati ons ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 64 

5. I . The Nature 0 f Resettler -Host Relations -------------------------------------------------------- 64 

5.1.1. Dimensions ofInter-Ethnic Integration and Coexi stence -------------------65 

5.1 .2. Conflictual relations ----- ---------------------------------- ----------------------------- 69 

5.1.2.1 . Competition over Natural Resources --------------------------------------- 69 

5.1.2.2. Violation of Contractual Agreements over Land ------------------------ 70 

5.1.2.3. Burning of Beehives and cattle rustling------ ------------------------------ 70 

5.1.2.4. Constant Influx of Migrants to the Area ----------------------------------- 71 

CHAPTER SIX 

Summery and Concluding-Remarks ------------------------------------------------------------------ 74 

References-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------74 

Appendixes 

iv 



List of Tables 

Table! : Di stribution of Resettlers by their Original Home, Resettl ement Villages, and 

Year 0 f Resettlement ------------------------------------------ --------------------------28 

Table2: Number of Resettl ed People from 2003 to 2008 in different Woredas of the 

Amhara Re gi onal State ----------------------------------------- -- --------- ---- ----------3 3 

v 



Glossary of Local Terms 

I. Amharic 

Abelij 

Gel/die 

Kebele 

Kolla 

A god father - or god mother who enters in to relationship when a child is baptized, 

particularly by intending to form bonds with the childes' parents (family). 

A cattle disease (trypanomoysis), which is transmitted by Tse -Tse fly , prevalent in 

lowland areas. 

The smallest unit of government administrative constituency. 

Lowlands or an area with relative high temperature. 

Qellja A labourer who joins a fanner household for one cropping season or more. 

Mezega Meret Lands of black, wet and swampy soil. 

Senbete 

Tella 

A religious association among the fo llowers of Orthodox Christians celebrated 

with feasts in the churches compound. 

A locally prepared beer. 

Tut-Metabat A 'brest feeding' pract ice in which individuals agree to act as a foster parent and 

foster child for the sake of creating interpersonal ties. 

Woba 

Wodaj 

Woreda 

A term referring to malaria, which is prevalent in lowland areas. 

Clients or patrons who keep relations with each other for times of need 

An administrative structure higher than Keble and below the Zone. 

II. Kulsi Terms 

Kencha A newly cleared land for fa1111ing. 

Qoli a sprit which is believed to be dwelling. in prominent natural 

objects such as rivers, mountains and trees. 

Shehata grazing land. 

vi 



ANRS 

AWCCO 

EPRDF 

FGD 

FDRE 

FSCB 

FSCO 

FSS 

IDPs 

IRR 

Pas 

RDO 

RDPPC 

SNNPR 

UN 

VRP 

ACRONYMS 

Arnhara National Regional State 

Arnhara Water Conservation and Construction organi zation 

Ethiopian Peoples' Democratic Revolutionary Front 

Focus Group Discussion 

Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 

Food Security Coordination Bureau 

Food Security Coordination Office 

Food Security Strategy 

Intemally Displaced People 

Impoverishment Risks and Reconstruction 

Peasant Associations 

Rural Development Office 

Regional Disaster Prevention Preparedness Commission 

Southem Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples' Region 

United Nations 

Voluntary Resettlement Program 

vii 



Abstract 

Th e major obj ective of this thesis was to examine the process of intra-regional resetrlement 

program and its challenges in Jawi resettlement site of Amhara Regional State. The resetrlemenl 

program in th e study area was launched with the objective of enabling chronically food insecure 

people attain food security. To realize the stated objectives and not to repeat the failure of the 

past resettlement programs in Ethiopia, four major pillars that include voluntarism, availability 

of underutilized land, consultation with the host communities, and assurance of minimum 

infrastructure were used. This thesis, therefore, examines th e process of intra-regiollal 

resettlement against the pillars of the program and in tum explores major challenges of [h e 

resettlemellt from the points of view of resettler population, host communities, and the local 

environment. Besides, it explores the subsequent impacts of the resettlement program 011 the 

narure of inter-ethnic relations between resettlers and host community. Throughout the research 

srlldy period, both primary and secondary data sources were used. Some of techniques for 

primary data collection include systematic observation, structured and semi-strllctured 

illrerviews, focus group discussion , and extended case study. Secondary data were also obtained 

from extensive cogitatioll of literatures. 

Th e research finding argues that the intra-regional resettlement program, which is launched by 

the current government in Jawi Woreda, is for the most part not different from the past regime's 

resettlement undertakings. This is because the resettlement program is characterized by induced­

volunteerislll , no consultation of the host community, illconsistencies in planning, poor targetillg 

and identification of the settlers, and poor administrariol7. Th e study also argues that, the intra­

regianal resettlement program in the study area has resulred in an ominolls impact on the 

physical environment and natural resource consen ·ation of the host community. Likewise, th e 

resettlement scheme is intra-regional mainly because of the only reason that both the resettled 

and th e host people are from the same regional terrirory (Amhara Regional State). Nevertheless, 

ir can be rather conceived as inter-regional for reselflernen t is made across ethno-cultllral and 

agro-ecological boundaries. On top of this, the th esis reveals that the nature of resettlers-host 

inreractions in the resettlement setting is characterized b,· both amicable and conjlictllal 

relations. Th e amicable aspects are manifested in the form of land renting arrangements, local 

market exchange, religious occasions and other socio-cultural ties. On the other hand, 

confiictual relations are often caused by competition over natural resources (such as, grazing 

land, forests, water), violation of rule of relationships notably in land renting agreements, 

bllrning of beehives, cattle rustling, and constant injlux of 'illegal ' settlers to the area. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Due to land degradation, populati on pressure, drought and other natural and manmade fac tors, 

Ethiopia has long been exposed to fa mine and food insec uri ty. In addressing these problems 

the Ethiopian governments have planned and impleme nted a number of deve lopment polic ies 

and strategies. Despite its fa ilure stori es, resettlement has been among the often prac ticed 

po li cy programs in the history of the count ry . The Imperial government imp lemented 

rese ttl ement program that involved 20,000 households from 1960 to 1974 (SahleMariam in 

Fe leke, 2004:211) . The Sociali st government of Eth iopia also launched forced inter-regiona l 

rese ttl ement and villagiza tion programs in mid-1 980s as part of a national program to comba t 

drought, avert fa mine, and increase agricultural producti vity (Dessalegn, 1988; Pankhurst, 

2004 : 12; Feleke, 2004: 211 ). However, both the Imperial and the Derg regimes' resettlement 

programs were hi ghly criticized fo r inadequate plann ing, se lecting inappropriate settler and 

sites, insufficient budgetary support, inexperienced staff, and enforced cooperativisa tion 

(Gebre, 2004: 108; Pankhurst, 2004: 10; Wolde-Selassie, 2004:79). 

Desp ite the fa ilure of the past State organi zed large sca le resettlement programs in the 

country, the current government of Ethiopia ( EPRDF) has also launched a large-sca le in tra­

regional resettlement program with the objec ti ve of enabling chronica lly food insec ure people 

atta in food security. The government has initi ated a pilot resettlement scheme, with a focus on 

creating better access to land, during the year 2002/03 . During thi s pilot phase, about 45,000 

household ( 180,000 people) were reported to ha ve been settled in Amhara, Oromiya, and 

Tigray National Regional States (Feleke, 2004::: 11). Ju st .within six months of its 

implementation, the government reported the success of the pilot programs and sca led up its 

plan to resettle about 440,000 households (2.2 million peopl e) over a period of three years in 

the above mentioned three Regional States and the Southern, Nations Nationalities and 

Peoples ' Region, SNNPR (Ibid :2 1 1). 

Amhara region as one of regional governments of Ethiopia, where food securi ty problem has 

been prevailing for decades, launched intra-regional rese ttlement program from 2003-2008 . 

The region is one of the drought prone areas where frequent famine occurred during the last 

several years. Among 109 W oredas in Amhara Region, more than 47 are classified as being 
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food insec ure (Oessalegn, 2008:2) . Therefore, since 2003 , a rese ttl ement program has been 

implemented in the lowlands of Metemma, Quara, Amlac heho and Jawi Woredas. 

Jawi Woreda, whi ch is the shldy area for this thes is, is found in the ex treme south west of 

Am hara region-750 Km fro m Addi s Ababa. In this area se ttl ers from East Gojjam, Waghem ra 

Zone, and South Gondar have been resettled for four consec uti ve yea rs (2004-2008) . Prior to 

the coming o f rese ttl ers. Jaw i lowland was inhab ited by the indigenous Kul si people and 

confli c t induced resettl ers of 2002. The 2002 rese ttl ers of Jaw i are sometim es ca ll ed as Sure 

IDPs, people from Amhara region that se ttled across Abaye ri ve r in G idda Kiremu Woreda of 

eas t Wollega Zone, and we re chased away afte r clashes with the loca l Oro mo population in 

December 2000 (Piguet and Dechassa, 2003). 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Rese ttlement, as one of development and food sec urity s trategies IS not new 111 Ethiop ia. 

Many prominent researchers on resettlement (Pankhrust, 1996; Berihun, 1996; Gebre, 200 I ; 

Woldeselass ie, 2002) ha\'e been fascinated by the subj ec t and conducted ex tensive study on 

va rious themes. However, most of these studies concentra ted on inte r-regional and forced 

rese ttl ement program s. Thi s shows that there is a dearth of study on intra-regional 

rese ttl ement sche mes, perhaps, due to the absence of such programs during the past regimes. 

L ikew ise, except few (Asse fa , 1995; Berihun, 1996; Gebre, 200 I ; Tes fa ye, 2007 ; 

Woldeselass ie, 2002 ;). resettl ers-host relati ons are one of the least studied subj ec ts in 

rese ttleme nt discourse. 

Thus, this shldy foc uses on intra-regiona l resettlement program and inter- e thnic re lati ons: the 

case of A mhara se ttl ers and Indi genous Kulsi people, in Jaw i Woreda, Not1h wes tern 

Ethi opia. In thi s a rea, the Amhara Regional State has resettled 600 I hou seholds (10408 

people) from East Gojjam, Waghemra Zone, West Gojjam, Aw i Zone, and some parts of 

Benishangul G Ul11U Z, to the peripheral and most dry area of Jaw i - 50 km far from Felldiqa. 

headquarter of the new ly es tablished Jawi Woreda. The aim of thi s rese ttlement program was 

to insure food securi ty to those suffering from lack of food due to land shortage and 

ecological deteriora tion of the ir home areas. Accordingly, the intra-regional resettlement 

program rests on four major pillars that include vo luntarism , ava ilability of under-utili zed 

land, consultation with the hos t communities and provision of minimum infrastruchlre 

(Feleke, 2004:212) . 
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Neverthe less, aga inst the stated obj ecti ves and pre mI ses of the intra- regional approac h, 

rese ttl e r peop le, host communi ties, and the loca l environment have constantly fac ing 

m ulti face ted problems Though, Jawi was identifi ed as one of the ' unde ru tili zed ' sites, most 

of the presumed 'e mpty ' spaces se lec ted for rese ttl ement are loca ted at inhospitable marginal 

and inaccess ibl e lowlands large ly infested with human (malaria) and li ves tock 

( try panosomias is) diseases. Additionally, most bas ic soc ia l services, such as schoo l, hea lth 

posts, vete rinary, transportation and other in frastruc tl lres are lack ing and even where ava ilab le 

the qu ality a re too poor. 

Bes ides, fa rm lands were overtaken from the indigenous peopl e and given to state-sponsored 

rese ttl ers w ithout compensa tion. As the result, the hos t communities frequently bl ame the 

rese ttleme nt scheme for it has a lienated them from the ir vita l li ve lihood resources inclu ding 

fa rm land, fo rests for honey production, grazing land a nd wa te r. 

Furthemlore, this resettlement site is exceptional and diffe rent from other intra-regional 

rese ttlement programs which are launched wi thin A mhara regiona l state in that it incorporates 

two different ethnic groups ( i.e. A mhara se ttle rs and the ind igenous Kulsi). In othe r 

rese ttl ement sites, such as, Metemma, Quara, and Tac h Armacheho, both the rese ttl er. and the 

loca l res idents are similar in their culhlra l, re ligious, lingui stic, e thni c and soc io-economic 

backgrounds. In othe r words, both the rese ttl ers and the host people a re Amharas. As a result, 

soc ia l integra tion and re-estab li shment of trad it ional inst ituti ons and ne tworks that bind 

communities is therefore less awkwa rd (Abraham, 2004 :560). 

O n the Contrary, in Jawi resettlement site, resettle rs a nd hos t commun it ies d iffe r significantly 

in the ir soc io-cul tura l organiza tion, linguis ti c, and li ve lihood stra teg ies. Most of the Amhara 

resettlers are predom inantly agriculturalists whil e the Kulsies are engaged in shi fting 

cul tiva tion, keeping goats and . sheep, honey harvesting and hunting w il d animals (Tesfaye, 

200 7: 12 1). 

T herefore, the rese ttl ement program in the shldy area has severa l issues tha t ought to have 

fasc inating investiga tions and in hIm triggers me to exa mine the rese ttlement process. Added 

to this, the freshness of the area for research foc us ing on intra- regional resettlement and 

rese ttl ers-host relati ons is another reason fo r conducting such a study. Except fo r a few 

studies w hich entire ly focus on conflict induced rese ttl ers of 200 I , (Gehl, 2005 and Tesfaye, 

2007), no research has been conducted on the intra regional resettl ers and the indigenous 

Kuls ies. Therefore, this research w ill fill this gap and examines the process of intra-regional 
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resettl ement and its chall enges on the one hand; and nature of resettlers-host relations on the 

other. 

1.3 Objective of the Study 

1.3.1 General Obj ective 

The general obj ec tive of thi s study is to examine the process of intra- regional resettlement 

program and its challenges from the poin t of view of the resettler populati on, the host 

communi ty and the loca l environment. It also explores the soc io-cultural features of the two 

soc ieties and nature of ethnic relations since their contac t in 2004/2005. 

1.3 .2 Specific Objectives 

The specific obj ec tives of thi s study are the fo llowing; 

• To descri be and analyse the resettlement program from the point of view of planning, 

targeting, moving, management and admini strati on of the se ttlers. 

• To examine the soc ial and economic changes brought about by the new resettl ement 

program on the resettlers and indigenous peop le. 

• To describe the implication of the resettlement program on the natural resource 

conse rvation and environment. 

• To investiga te the nature of rese ttl ers-host relations in the resettlement setting. 

1.4. Significance of the Study 

Thi s study has both academic and prac tica l signi fica nces. In the first place, it improves our 

understanding of di ffering approaches of resettlement that have been implemented in the 

country . In line with this, the thesis provides an important insight regarding the overall 

implementation process of the newly implemented intra-regional resettlement approach and 

its challenges, from the Jawi case. 

Since, the intra-regional resettl ement program 111 the area is suffering fro m inadequate 

planning and detailed socio-economic study, the research will inform policy makers, planners, 

and other prac titioners that resettlement requ ires a feas ibili ty study on the soc io-economic 

and physical planning particularly, the planning and eva lu ati on of land on which people have 

to settle and make their live. Hence, this will minimize, if not avo id, the negati ve effect of 
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resettlement on the adap ti on of resettlers to the new environment and In tum the host's 

li ve lihood strategy. 

Secondly, since the study area and the indigenous people (Kulsi) are littl e treated in the 

scholarly literature, the present study is believed to give an insight into the soc ial, economic 

and phys ical characteristics of the study area, and fi ll the gap of ethnographic cross-cultural 

knowledge. Thirdly, this researc h may initiate furth er researc h and debate on resettlement as 

an option for development and food security strategy. 

Finally, since the study also attempts to expl ore the nature of inter-e thnic relations between 

the resettlers and the host people, it ca n be an indi spensable input for policy considerations 

pertaining to the relat ionship between the two study groups. In other words, it helps to 

understand the natu re of potential causes of contlicts such that correc ti ve or preventive 

measures can be taken. Bes ides, it also find s out potential integrative areas, and on the bases 

of that concerned bodies such as government authoriti es will standardize those integra ti ve 

areas in to more stable and formali zed tools fo r interethnic peace. 

1.5 Research Methodology 

1.5.1 Site Selection 

Of the twelve peasant associa tions (PAs) in the study area, th is research confined itself to 

Wemblace, Ali-Kurand, and Bambluk PAs fo r at leas t two reasons. The firsl reason relies on 

access ibility, representativeness of soc io-cultural, economic and agro eco logica l conditi ons of 

the environment and the people, and proximity of the study areas. Secondly, in these 

resettlement sites heterogeneous groups of people (indigenous Kul si, state sponsored 

resettlers, 'illegal settlers' or hegawet sefareIVoch. pastoral communities from Bahrdar area, 

locally named, as Zellalls. and private investors main ly iri rain-fed agriculture) have been put 

to live together in close proximity with one another and they are putting great pressure on 

local resources which in tum resulted in inter-ethnic tensions. 

1.5.2 Instruments of Data Collection 

In this research, a combination of primary and secondary data-collection methods were 

employed to examine the process of implementa tion of the intra-regional resettlement 

program, its challenges and the subsequent impact of the resett lement on the nature of inter­

ethnic relations. These data collection techniques include systematic observation, structured 
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and semi-structured interv iews, focus group di scuss ions, ex tended case study, and review of 

secondary sources. Field data co llec tion tools such as , fi eld note-taki ng, tape cassette 

recording; and photographs were used to record va ri ous impo rtant di scuss ions, events, 

occasions, issues, and eco logical settings. 

1.5.2.1 Primary Sources 

Systematic Observations 

My fi e ld work in the study area was conducted in two successive phases. The first phase was 

conduc ted between August 7 to IS - 20 I O. This phase was more of pre lim inary observa tion of 

the study area and hence the rese ttl ers adapti on to the new rese ttl ement site and the maj or 

chall enges facing the hos t people were directly observed. The second phase of my fi e ldwork 

was conducted in January/February 2003 . It was the most intens ive one in the sense that a ll 

necessary data for the study were collected. 

Therefore, in these two phases of fieldwork, systematic and purposeful obse rvations, usuall y 

as ha lf ins ide r and half outsider observer of the diverse soc io-cultura l and economic practices 

of the population living in the study area were conducted. Thi s technique was used to generate 

data re lated to maj or areas of interaction between resettlers and the host peop le, their soc io­

economic activities and other way of lives . Participant observation has been conducted in 

public gatherings like market places, religious sites such as churches, and a lso a t Tut-lIl etaba t 

and Abelij formation festiviti es between rese ttl ers and the host peop le. It was a lso conducted 

in small houses in whi ch local drink like Tella and Arekie are prepared and sold large ly by the 

resettler people in Wemblace and Bambluk Kebeles. 

Alongside with thi s, several soc ial practices and phys ical sites that have specia l re levance to 

the study subj ec t were di rec tly observed. 

I11terviews 

Structured and semi-struc hlred interviews were conducted with thirty two infomlants of 

different ca tegories of people. lnfomlants from state sponsored resettl ers, indigenous Kul si, 

and ' illegal se ttl ers ' were se lected based on age, sex, occupation a nd their ethnic and soc io­

cultural background. Ten infollllants who represent s ta te sponsored rese ttl ers were 

interviewed to know how they opt for resettlement, the ir soc io-economic cond ition in the new 

setting, and their feelings towards the new environment, as we ll as the kinds of relationships 
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they have with the loca l community. Se lec ted ten infomlan ts from the indigenous Kul sies 

we re also interv iewed about their perception of the resettlement, the kind of relati on they have 

with state sponsored resettlers and ' illega l resettlers', and maj or changes they have 

experienced due to the resettlement. On the other hand, fi ve ' i lIega l resettlers' were 

interv iewed to understand the major issues related to the \\'ays in whi ch they got access to 

land resources, and the nature of relation they have with both state sponsored resettlers and 

the host people. Finally, government offi cials at Zonal (One inform ant), Woreda (th ree 

in fo rmants), and Kebele (three) levels were interviewed to have a clea r unde rstanding of the 

planning, admini stration and implementation of the program. 

[n additi on to formal interviews, informal interviews were im portant mea ns of data co ll ec ti on 

fro m different people of the study area as formal, proced ural, ri gid approach do not yield 

sat isfactory results always . Ma king frequent contac ts, es tab li shing good rapport, and be ing 

fl ex ible to 'moods' of the loca l people were important mea ns to obtain more and vivid 

in fo rmation. 

FoClls Group discll ssiolls (FGD5) 

[n order to triangul ate the infomlation co llec ted through other tec hniques and to obtain more 

in fo rmati on fo r the study, focus group discuss ions were held with rese tt lers and the host 

people. Besides, this technique was used because it enabled me to ob ta in direct ev idences 

about similariti es and di fferences in the partici pants' opinions and experiences as opposed to 

reaching such co nclusions from separate analys is of statements from eac h interviewee. 

FGDs were intemli ttently held with selected infonllants fro m both re ett lers and the host 

peopl e. Acco rdingly, six FGDs with resettl ers and the host people com prising of eight 

participants were conducted. The participants were se lected on the bas is of their age, sex and 

ethnic group. Four FGDs with segmentation (two with resett lers and two with the host) was 

first made and later two homogenous focus group discussions were conducted with both 

resettlers and the host. The reason for using segmented groups was to ensure that the 

participants in each group have something to say about the topic and fee l comfortable saying 

it to each other. Additionally, FGDs which are conducted in homogeneity fac ilitated my 

analys is in examining the differences in perspec ti ve between resettlers and the ho t people. 

7 



Case Studies 

Personal case histories were used to elucidate some points of discussions in relation to the 

implementation of the resett lement program and its challenge in the contex t of re etllers, the 

host people, the local environment and inter ethnic relati ons. A case of indi vidual rese ttl ers 

and host life hi stories, their memories, and perceptions abou t the rese ttlement program and 

the changes made on both groups and the envi ronment were analyzed. 

Giving chances to resettlers and hosts to talk about what major problems they had been faced 

with the resettlement program and their relati on in the new rese ttl ement se tting, enab led me to 

ge t a rich of data on the views and fee lings of both groups. In thi s study, about se ven cases 

were produced and analyzed with the ex isting findin g and literature. 

1.5.2.2. Secondary Data Collection Methods 

Secondary source materials, such as fil es, archives, letters of con tTac tual agreements 

conducted between and among the study people, pre-resettl ement survey materials or strategy 

papers and reports from governmental and non- gove rnmental orga niza tions at va ri ous levels 

are referred and used. Moreover publi shed books, artic les and monographs on the concepts 

and practices relevant to the research subj ec t are revi ewed . 

1.5.3 Method of Data Analysis 

The data collected through interviews, FG Ds, case study and systemati c observa tion were 

triangul ated and analyzed qualitatively. In analyz ing the data, attempts were made to ca re fu lly 

review and examine from both the emic and etic point of view. Addi tionally, to give more 

elaboration and comparative understandings of the issue under discuss ion, the views and ideas 

of different scholars was mentioned in some points of the thesis. 

1.6. Ethical Consideration 

Sharing information about resettlement progra m and inter-ethnic relations can provoke 

sensitive issues within participants in the study. Thus, care was taken to provide a supportive, 

familiar environment where participants coul d speak freely about their experiences. The 

ethical precautions adopted in thi s research included infom1ed conse nt from part icipants to 

take part in the research, assurance of confidentiality and privacy of parti cipants, consent 

from the participants to present the data collected . and the option for the paI1icipants to 

withdraw from the research study. Furthermore for the purpose of confidenti ality and privacy 

of my informants, I managed to use their pseudo name throughout the tex t. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

Literature Review and Conceptual Framework 

In order to come up with theoreti ca l and conceptual premises for exa mining the research 

subj ec t, an attempt has been made to review important theori es and prac ti ces re leva nt to 

examine the research subj ect. There fore, thi s part o f the thes is firs t provides important 

concepts and definiti ons regarding rese ttl ement and then proceeds to rev iew its dynamic 

fea ture in worldwide contex t and the Ethiopi an experiment in a hi sto rica l pe rspec ti ve . Finally, 

it looks at the glimpse o f rese ttlement models and the ir bas ic premi ses for the poss iblc 

ex planation o f the subj ec t under s tud y. 

2.1 Concepts and Definitions 

There a re various tenns and concepts that have been used to explain groups o f peopl e 

di spl aced by diffe rent casua l agents. Hence, resettlement, land se ttlement, co lonisa ti on, or 

transmigration are adopted by different scho lars to refe r to the phenomenon o f popul ati on 

redistribution, eithe r plmmed or "spontaneous". Rese ttl ement seems to be more appropriate to 

the E thiopian contex t, as it sugges ts the de libe rate moving of people to a reas other than their 

own (Dessalegn, 2003) . Hence, as defined by Chambers in Tes faye (200 7: 30), rese ttl ement 

refe rs to "the planned and co ntro ll ed trans fe r of people from one area to another". Wood 

(1 977 : 154) also defined rural resettl eme nt as a spontaneous or planned movement o f peopl e 

or group of people from the ir origina l home area to another a rea(s) to settl e for a second time 

or subsequent time. Thi s de finiti on identifies rese ttl ement from se ttl ement in the sense that the 

former involves the repeated action of the se ttl ement processes. 

De Wet (1998) in Tesfaye (2007: 30) a lso describes resettl ement as " the movement of 

communities from one environment to the o ther and changes or modifi es the phys ica l and 

social environment in which the rese ttlers find themselves and adopt". Other authors 

(Dessalegn, 1988; Pankhurst, 2004) remarked that rese ttlement schemes are proposed in 

response to a combination of situations that ari se due to natura l di sasters, man-made 

adversities, poverty, unemployment and the carrying out of development programs. 

According to Chambers (1969: 11), "resettl ement is characterised by two main features : A 

movement of population; and an element of planning and control" . In its broader de finiti on, 

people may be involved in resettlement e ither on their own initiative or under ex terna l 

c ircumstances which force them to do so. When people rese ttl e to a new pl ace under the ir 
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own initi ati ve, this may be called 'spontaneous resettlement '. If the resettl ement is imposed 

on people by an external agent in a planned and controll ed manner, it may be ca lled ' planned 

resettl eme nt ' (ibid). The case discussed in this paper may be descri bed as ' pl anned and 

co ntrolled population movement under state contro l. 

Resettlement could be proposed for several objecti ves that the spec ific country intended to 

achieve . According to Oberai (1 988: 7 1-8 1), the prominently experienced objec ti ves include 

reli eving of popul ation pressure, to deve lop under developed areas, increased agricultural 

outputs, considerations of national securi ty , prov ision of land to the land less or displaced 

people and promotion of regional deve lopment. [n line with the above obj ec ti ves, ex periences 

of di fferent countries of the world show that resettlement has bee n prac ticed to attain one or a 

mi x of country spec ific objecti ves. 

Success and fa ilure in resettlement schemes depend on a combination of fac tors. Proper 

plann ing based on adequate pre- inves tment surveys of the phys ical and human resources and 

the soc ial sett ing are key elements in implementing rese ttlement schemes, where as in­

adequate planning and implementati on of resettlement schemes create series di ffi culties and 

costly readjustments (Woldeselass ie, 2002: 39). The three important ac tors in any 

rese ttlement process are the resettlers, the host popUlati on and the physical environment. In 

thi s case if resettlement is poorly designed and implem nted, the se ttle rs will undergo 

psychologica l, social and physiological stresses. Similarl y, the host popul ati on will also be 

fo rced to share the stresses. In both cases, environmental damage will , in one way or another, 

be exh ibited. 

Genera ll y, the success or failure of resettlement programs depends on how the settlers can 

best adapt to their new environment, the degree of social bond they build with the host 

popUl ation and the. pace at which they become self-sufficient (Tesfaye, 2007 :30-3 1). 

2.2 Resettlement: An Overview of International and National Experience 

2.2.1 International Experience 

Resettlement is a worldwide rural development policy practice, particularly in developing 

countries, each undertaking the program under the specific moti ves of its own. Many 

countries in the world have pursued government- sponsored land settlement po licies during 

the last half-century or more. The common aim for undertaking the resettlement in most 

countries, is to raise income and living standard o f the ru ra l population, which each country 
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may seek to attain the goa l under it own specific approach Howeve r, most rese ttlement 

schemes in the world are noted for their bad success stories (De Wet, 2004 :50) 

;\ survey done for the UN, for instance, found that "very few resettlement programs have 

ac hi eved the stated objectives" (Oberai in Ii ffe, 2004: 197) ' imi la rl y, a study by World 

Bank used a stri ct measure, but still cam e to the pess imisti c co nclu s ion that: .... ,ty pi ca ll y, 

eva lu ation of settl ement projects three or five yea rs afte r the start of implementati on shows 

eco nomi c rates return at least 50% below those in projec t apprai sal doc uments" (Ibid), 

;\ study co nducted primarily on Latin Ameri can ex peri ence concluded with the observa ti on 

that" few spheres of eco nomic development have a hi tory o f. or reputation for, failure to 

match that of governm ent-sponsored co loni zation in the humi d tropi cs" (Nelson in Cli ffe , 

2004: 197 ), 

In rev iew ing the resettlement expe riences of Illany Afr ica n countri e , Cl iffe also said: 

SlO te spollsored settlelllelli schelll es Iwd pmved popular ill lII allY Africoll 
cOl/lltries ill the illllll ediate post-colollial period. olld h{J\ 'e cOlltillued ill 
th e decades sillce ill cOlllltries illeludillg Nigeria , 7'0 11 :;0 11 io, So 111 a lia , 
Zilll bohwe, Zalllbia, alld SII da 11 , Sill/ilarll' ill !vlozulllh iqlle alld Vietllolll 
have callsed hllge ell virolllllelltal alld social catastropll e, Set tlelll ellt 
schelll es elsewhere experiell ced s ill/ilar cOllstroillts .. , Th e oll ly 
exceptiolls to this dismal record ill Za ll/ biu had beell sOlli e of the schelll es 
illlplelll ellted ullder Family Farllls Lilllited ill SOlllil em Prol'illce, IVllich 
Il 'ere cI/C/racteri:;ed by a totally d~ffere llt alld II/ll ch II/o re part icipallt 
lIIallagelll ellt style, Developlllent A 1I111 0rity 's Progra ll/ ill lv/aloysia, alld 
(po rtially) Ih e reselllell/ellt ill Zill/bab lVe ill th e 1980s also elljoyed SOlli e 
s lIccesses (Cliffe, 2004: 200) , 

Acco rding to Challlbers in Cliffe (200-+:200) , allllost a ll co untri es resettl elllent schemes have 

been critici zed for failure to achieve their soc ial and eco nollli c objecti ves, and their absorpti on 

o f scarce resources, which might have been put to better u e, 

Similarl y. by surveying the African ex perilllent, Shipton (1994) citing Cli ffe (2004: 200) has 

co ncluded tha t "no kind of develop ment interventi on has more consistentl y cau sed majo r 

cultural and psyc hological di smption than has forced rese ttl emen t", These all ex periences 

show the li ttl e success stories of planned rese ttlement projec ts in the world , Still , howe \'er, 

there is an on-go ing practice of the program in some countri es, includ ing in Ethi opi a, 
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2.2.2 Resettlement in Et hiopia : Histori ca l Pcrspcctivcs 

In Ethi opia, re ettlement has bee n ca rri ed out both on a ' elf- initi ated ' or spontaneous and on 

orga ni sed basis. The former occ urred with the lI1 di vidual in iti a ti ves with out any ce ntral co­

ordinati on, whereas the latter tended to be mas ive ly imp lemented th ro ugh centrall y co­

ordinated governm ent poli cy (Wo ldese lass ie 2( 02). The thi opi an experience shows that 

spontaneous se ttlementslrese ttl ements have been taking pl ace in the last few decades and 

state-sponsored rese ttlement programs have bee n imp lemented by succe sive gove rnment s 

since the 1960s (Kassa, 2004: 225) . Thi s sub- e-:: ti on of the the is therefore ex pl ores the past 

ex periences and the current prac ti ces of resett le ment in Ethi opi a, by categori zin g the tim e 

frame into three. That is, pre- 1974, during the De rgue (1974- 199 1) and post- 1991 . Thi s 

classifi cation was made just for better understanding of the phenomenon. 

2.2.2.1. Thc Prc-1974 Rescttlcmcnt Practicc in Ethiopia 

Starting from 1960s different locali zed resettl ement initi ati \'es were promoted by gove rnors, 

mi ss ions, and aid agencies . Resettlement became part of government po lic ies in 1966, with 

the es tabli shment of the mini stry of Land Refollll and Adm ini stration and the Third Five Yea r 

Deve lopment Pl an pub lished in 1968 (Pankhu rst and Pi guet, 2004: 10). Neve rtheles, it was 

the self-initi ated rese ttl ement undertaking by individuals and slll all groups o f peo ple that 

characteri zed most of th e peri od pri or to the 19-.! (Kasahun in Dessa lgn. 2005: 19). Onl y 7000 

household units were accomm odated under pl :: nned rese tt lement schemes. Although it had 

been recogni sed by the end of the 1960s that settlements run by indivi dua l peasants were 

relati ve ly more success ful than large-scale O;les, both governm ent and non governm ent 

agencies tended to promote hi gh cost, large sc::le sc hemes. During the time 1974 revo luti on 

some 10,000 households, representing less th31 0.2 percen t of rural households, had been 

rese ttled at the very hi gh cost of eight milli on l' S do llars, with some irri ga ted sc hemes costing 

15,000 Ethiopi an dollars per fa mily (Pa nkhurst 21d Pi guet, 2004: 10) . 

The underlying causes for such a populati on mob ili ty and resettl ement In the pre 1974 

Ethi opia were: lim ited employment opportunit ies of the urban areas, hi gh popul ati on pressure, 

the traditional land tenure system-the major bort lcneck to increased pea ant production and 

intensified land use, limited extension and marketi ng systems (Wood in Dessa legn,2005: 19). 

Less than 10 percent of the total popu lati on of the co untry had been urban res idents with littl e 

industrialization and ex istence of di versified emp loyment opportunities both in the urban and 

rural areas (Ibid). As the result, the grow ing IJbour force was little ab orbed in the urba n 
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employment sector and hence the wider chance of remain ing in the ru ral areas. These ha\'e 

increased pressure on the rural land in tum enh anc ing the dema nd for mi gra ti on and 

rese ttl ement (Ibid). 

Likewise, in the late 1960s, there was a wo rl dwide moveme nt tha t emp hasized the role of 

agriculture in the deve lopment stra tegy of the third worl d count ries (S taatz and Eicher in 

Dessa legn, 2005: 20) This movement , inclu ding in Ethiopia. has de manded land ref011l1, the 

abse nce of which was argued as the long- tanding bo ttlenec k to enhance the prod ucti vity of 

the peasa nt farm in parti cul ar and the nati onal economy in genera l (Ibid). The then (1960s) 

in te rnati ona l adv isory group to the Emperor (Harva rd Advi 'ory group ) a lso direc tl y 

advoca ted the abrogation of the land grant system and proposed a co mprehensive planned 

utili zati on of gove rnment land through appropri ate rese tt lement po licy, pa rti cul ar ly or 

planned low-cost resettlement progra m (Ibid) . Pe rhaps, th is has also put an impetu to the 

already ex isting rese ttlement prac tices . 

Howeve r, the results were generall y poor, the schemes tended to fa il , and mo t settl ers left the 

projec ts. Hence, the late im pe ri al peri od ( 1965-1973) rese ttlem ent sc hemes were criti cized for 

inadequate pl annin g of programs. inappropriate se ttler se lec ti on, inadequa te budge talY 

support, and inexperienced stu ff The prob lems we re deep roo ted and resultin g from 

ques ti onable assum ptions about a\'ail able land and potential ettler's moti vati ons (Pankhurst 

and Piguet, 2004 : 10). A multitude of mi stakes \\e re committed at a ll stages, from the design 

to the implementat ion of projec ts. 

2.2.2.2 . Resettlem ent Plannin g and Practice Durin g th e Derg 

Re locat ion o f peop le from the degraded and Cam ine pro ne areas to re lative ly more ferti le areas 

was continued as one of the top priority issue in rural deve lopment po licy of the Derg regi me. 

In contrast to the self-orga ni zed resettlement, planned resettlement project became the top 

priory agenda of the government during the Derg. Hence, duri ng the fi rst decade of the Derg 

regime ( 1974-1 983), the es tab li shment of in stitu tions and repea ted incide nce of drou ght 

resulted in an increase in the pace of resett lement (Pankhurst and Pi guet, 2004: II ). In ea rl y 

1980s, the number of resett lement sites reached 8 and the number o f se ttlers were es tim ated 

at 150,000 (Pa nkhrust in Gebre, 2004:93). 

The rati onale behind the growing importance of pl anned rese ttl ement progra m as a rural 

deve lopment option of the Derg was multi dimensional. These include economic, social, 
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eco logical and politica l age ndas (Geb re 2004. Wo ldese la sie, 2002: Pankhrust, 2004) . From 

eco logical point of view, relocating people from dense ly pop ulated to th e spa rse ly pop ul ated 

lowlands as well a to the South Westem hi ghland was seen as a measure to relievc the 

problem of popul ati on-resource imba lance in the fo rmer area (J\l emneh in Dessalegn, 

200522). 

From economic poi nt of view, reloca tin g people to "under-uti li zed" areas was argued to bring 

about "effi cient utili za ti on" of resource, parti cu la rl y land and atta in food sec urity. The soc ial 

rati onale was ti ed with the land Proc lama ti on ac t of th e 1975, which call ed for access ing 

land less peasants to land . There are two divergen t argum en ts as to the Dcrg's po liti ca l moti ve 

of the resettleme nt undertak ing in Ethi opia . Depopu lating areas of support for the Tigray 

Peopl e's Liberati on Front (TPLF) in the nort h" es t and crea ting garri son buffe rs against the 

Oromo Liberati on Front (OLF) in the West were argued as the cove rt moti ves of the program 

(J\ lemneh in Dessa legn, 2005 :22). 

Similarly , plan ned rese ttl ement of pastoral nomads, parti cula rl y in the South Eastern part of 

the co untry was designed for double purposes: i.e ., to introd uce improved animal hu sba ndry 

tec hni ques and implicitly also to serve a a strategic response to insurgency by the Somali 

pa storals o f Ogaden (Wood, 1983 :1 57) 

Whate\'er the overt and covert moti ves of he Derg rese ttl ement, the (m~ra ll \'e rdict is that the 

exper im ent wa ~ a clea r di sas ter in po li tical, economi c, soc ia l, cult ural and envi ronmenta l 

term s (Pan kh urst and Piguet, 2004: 13) . Politically re ettl ement was unpopul ar, enforced, and 

dri ven by cadres o ften aga inst more pragm atic and caut ious approaches suggested by 

tec hni ca l experts. It resulted in powe r abuse and se ries connict between se ttl ers and the loca l 

people. fuelling opposition to the gove rnm ent. In temlS of hUll1an ri ghts for the rese tt lers, the 

process in vo lved ' coercion and se ri es infringeme nts of personal choice, loss of freedom of 

move ment and religious prac ti ce, and ali enati on of household labour for co llec ti ve 

purposes(Wood, 1983: 14). 

For the host coll1munities it involved coe rced labour in preparing for the se tt lers arriva l, 

forced expropriati on of land and other key resources with out consultation let alone 

compensati on, di spl acement, marginali za ti on and consequent enforced changes in li \·e lihood. 

Economica lly, the program was not cost effecti\'e and aggravated the mounting cri sis in the 

cou ntry. Environmentally, the program has led 0 mass ive deforestation and enhanced further 

degradations both in the area of ori gin and de-lina tion. More than 370,000 hec tare of dense 
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fore st in the wes tern part of the country was bull dozt:d and converted into farml and (Alemneh 

in Oessalegn, 2005:24). 

Genera ll y, the rese tt lement program of the Oerg had involved co nsiderabl e environm cntal 

damage and fa iled to recogni ze the ri ght s of the hos t popu latio n, hasty in planning and 

pra cti ces, charac teri zed by low product ivity, devoi d of internati onal politi ca l support and 

f ~lil e d III most of its multiface ted objec ti ves inclu ding ell\'ironm ental, soc ia l. economi c and 

po li tica l aspects (Oessalegn 2003, Gebre 2004, Alul a 1990). 

2.2.2.3. The Policy Co ntex t of R ese ttlem ent in Ethi op ia und er the E PRDF 

Despite the fears assoc iated with rese ttl ement and its littl e success stori es in the past, the 

current government of Ethiop ia (EPORF) , has rece nt ly changed its mind pro-of launching 

pla nned resettlement schemes in the country , particu la rl y, in the after-ma th of the fourtee n 

mi ll ion people hard-hit by, and vulnerab ility to food insec ur ity (Felde, 2004:2 1 J). There fore, 

the governm ent had first conductcd a pi lot resettl ement scheme and around 45 ,000 

households (180,000 peop le) were rese ttl ed with a foc us on crcating better access to land, 

during the yea r 2002/2003 . I-lav ing tru sted the pil ot rese ttl ement sc heme, the government has 

also quick ly scaled up its plan to rese ttl e about 440.000 households (2.2 mi lli on people) in 

lo ur regional gove rnments from 2003-2005 . The break dO\\'n for the four regional states is 

200,000 household heads in Amhara , J 00 ,000 ho use hol d heads in O romya, 100 ,000 

house ho ld heads in SNNPR and 40,000 house heads in Tigray (Feleke, 2004:211). 

To minimi ze the possibl e hard-press ing impacts of the problems, Wes tern and South -Western 

pa rts of the country were se lected as the areas of des tination. arguing that these areas are 

'sparse ly popul ated' and "underutili zed". Thus. resett lement is identified by the gove rnment 

as one of the key and qui ckest ways to ac hi eve food securi ty in the coun try within a relati ve ly 

short period of tim e. 

The des ign of the current resettlement program is pu t to be different from the design in the 

la st two regimes in that: (a) it rested on the vo luntary option of the potential se ttlers. ln other 

words, the rese ttlement has to be volu ntary for farme rs who are expec ted to fu lly in vo lved. 

They have to beli eve that the program is an opportunity for a better life and be willing to fi gh t 

fo r their independence from food relie f. (b) the resettlement has to be e ffectuated with in 

regional boundaries, in order not to deplete the regions from its soc ial asse ts and not to repea t 

the mistakes of the Derg, which created soc ial unrest and human suffering (c) the se ttlers 
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wo uld retain the ir land usc right and other immovab le properties at their area of ori gi n up to 

three yea rs of their initi al reloca tion . (d) and , the settl er. are op ti onall y give n the right to 

return to their area of origin whenever they get change of mind (Tranquilli , 2004: 597). 

The initi ati on of the currcnt rese ttlcment program also rested on four pill ars: the ava il ability 

of ' und erutili zed land ' , vo luntary opti on by p tenti al sett le rs, co nsulta ti on of the h o~ t 

community and proper preparati on (Fele ke, 2004: 212) . 

The popul ati on mostl y targe ted for rese ttl ement are those sitl lated in the hi ghl and s, which arc 

generall y more populated than the I \V Iands. The lowlands are under-pop ul ated with harsh 

climati c co nd i ti on hot and hu mid; they are ge nerall y malari a-cnde mi c loca ti ons; 

furtherm ore, they are charac teri sed by poo r infrastructures (Tranquilli , 2004: 597). fo r that 

reason, the programm e will es tabli sh bas ic infrastructure (hea lth services, wa ter suppl y, 

primary sc hoo ls, roads, etc. ) in and around the rese tt lement sites t as ure prov ision of socia l 

se rvices meeting at leas t minimum tanda rds. 

Food Security Coordination Burea u (FSC B) coordi na tes the programme at th e fede ral le\\;!. 

At the regional leve l, Food Security ·oord ination Offi ce (FSCO) are responsible fo r direc t 

implementation and manage ment in collabo ration with the Reg ional Rese ttl emen t Ta~ k 

Forces (whi ch include rep resentati ve s of line bureaus and regional coullc il s). At the Worcda 

leve l, Rural Development Offi ce (ROO) manage the rese tl lement program me In 

co llaborati on with Reset tl ement Task Forces by identi fy ing produ cti ve la nd, creati ng 

awareness on the rese ttl ement issues and making necessa ry arrangc ment s for storing and 

di stributing entitl ements, provision of soc ial service -, etc. A Kebe le Resettl ement Task Force 

and tec hni ca l perso nnel ass igned at e\ ry resettleme nt site pro\· ide techni ca l assistance and 

monitor conditi ons (FORE, 20041 ). 

2.3. Conceptual Framework 

2.3.1. A Glimpse at Resettlement Models 

In studying human rese ttlements ca used by natural or man-made fac tors, many scholars ha\e 

proposed and f0ll11ulated several conceptual frame\\·orks which ca n exp lain and analyze the 

impacts of the program in a new conte\ l. Howeve r, these different fi gures on the subjec t ha\·e 

looked at the impacts of population rese ttlement in di fferent dimensions. Some scholars ha\ e 

emphasised the soc io-economic dimens ion of the resettl ement wh il e others have gi\·e n due 

attention to the beha vioural (soc io-cultural or psycho logica l) aspec ts of the im pacts of the 
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programme. Li kewise, some other sc holars have give n grea ter empha is to the temporal and 

spa ti al d imensions of the invo luntary rese ttl ement (Tes faye, 2007:3 I). 

Thu s, eac h of the theoreti ca l mode ls formul ated by these eminent sc holars ha\"C their own 

strength s and weaknesses for the ex planati on and analys is of popul ati on rese ttlements that 

have taken pl ace in diffe rent co ntex ts. 

Neve rthe less, what is indispensabl e IS that in order to minim ise . if not avoid. the ri sks 

assoc iated with the displ ace ment of people, one requires theo ri es whi ch are ca pab le of 

exp laining how displ aceme nt may lead to soc ial and eco nomi c im pove ri shm ent. I Icnce, th e 

framework utili zed in thi s study begins by qu es tioning "why do thin gs so o ften go wrong in 

rese ttl ement projec ts", viewing all from the rese nled people, host pop ul a ti on, and the affec ted 

parties by a rese ttl ement projec t. In order to reac t the stated ques ti on and co ntex tu ali ze the 

resea rch subj ect, three theoreti ca l models are used in thi s thes is. The fir ·t theo retica l mode l is 

Sc udder and Co lso n's ' process ual analysis of rese ttl ement as a sequence of stages' and the 

oth er two are: the ' inadequate inputs' approac h and the 'i nhcrent co mplex ity' approac h (De 

We t, 2004: 5 1). 

2.3. 1.1. Processual Analysis of Resettlement as a Sequ ence of S ta ges 

Scudder and Co lso n ( 1982) have formul ated a ~ ur-stage rese ttl ement co nceptu al framewo rk 

di viding the reloca ti on process into success ive stages, name ly, I) The rec rui tmen t stage, 2) 

th e transiti on stage 3) the stage of potenti al deve lopment , and 4) the handin' 

ove r/ inco rporati on stage. 

The rec ruitment stage dea ls with the dec ision-mak ing of the go\e rnm ent and execu ting 

age ncies to move a give n populati on and about where they shal l go and how the move shall 

take pl ace. It is a stage in whi ch the in it iators of reloca ti on thin k about the soc io-cultura l 

charac teri stics of the popUl ation to be moved and how these will affect their response to' 

reloca ti on and to the new environment. Dec isions taken at thi s stage will influence the length 

and stress fulness of the transition stage (Scudder and Co lson, 1 9 82:27~ ). 

The transiti on stage is characteri zed by the stmggle to adju st to loss of homeland and to new 

sUIToundings. Thi s stage is charac teri zed by multidi mensional stre ss, hi gher morbidity and 

morta li ty rates, anxiety about loss of home and what the future may bring, and temporary or 

pernla nent loss of cultural inventory, inc luding indigenou knowledge, customs, and 

institu ti ons Scudder and Co lson in Woldese lassie, 2002:45). Thi s stage, the adjustment and 
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coping stage, usually continues for a minimum of two yea rs foll owing remova l (. cudder and 

o lson in As faw, 2006: 17) . 

The stage of potential eco nomic and oc ial dC\'c lopmcnt is characteri zed by: cconomic 

deve lopment where households increa ingly pu r ue dynam ic in ves tm ent trateg ies initi all y, 

begin shifting from a reli ance on consumpti on crops to higher va lu e cashes crops, dive rsify 

prod uction, engage in li ves tock ma nagement and small -sca le non- fa rm enterpr ises. Places of 

wo rshi p, fu neral and other soc ial welfa re assoc iati ons are e tab li heel. Institu ti onal 

deve lopmen ts continue throughout stage thrcc whi ch is charac teri zed by a resurge nce of" 

cultura l symbo ls, almost a renais 'ance, as com muni ty member reaffi ml control over their 

li ves (Sc udder and Co lson in W oldese lass ie, 2002:46) 

Acco rd ing to Scudder, stage threc deve lop ment mu st be susta inab le in to th e nex t generati on 

for a resettl ement projec t to be co nsidered success ful. Sustainab ili ty here refers to instit utional 

sustainab ili ry as we ll as to envi ronm enta l and eco nomic su ·tainab ility . However, Scudder 

no tes, relati ve ly few rese tt lement proj ec ts reac h stage three . the majo ri ty o f people in Illany 

rese ttl ement areas never arrive at tage three. whi ch must be reached if the potent ial 01" 

rese ttl ement process is to be rea li sed (Ibid) 

The stage of handing ove r and incorpo rati on is also charac terized by the devo luti on of 

ma nagement responsibili ties fro m specia li zed sett lement age nc ie to the community 01" 

sett lers and va rious line mi nistries . Sc udder and Colso n's re ettl ement theory has bee n 

criti cized fo r its being a "stress centred model" (Ce rnea, 2000:9) and for its high leve l of 

ge nera li za tion which obscures the im portance of soc ieta l and env ironmenta l va ri at ion how 

peop le behave during the va ri ous stages its fOllllll lation to explain the sim il ari ties rather thall 

the diffe rences in people 's react ions to invo luntary reloca ti on (Cernea, 2000:9) confirm s the 

impo rtance Sc udder and Colson model at the rec ruitm ent and transiti on stage, which are thc 

most stressful stages of relocation. 

2.3.1.2. The Impoverishment Risks and R econstru ction Model (JRR) 

The 'i nadequa te inputs' approach, also ca lled the impoverishment risk and reco nstruc tion 

(lRR) model , was developed by Michae l Cemea . and it is largely assoc iated with the 

in itiati ves and policies of the world Bank (De Wet, 200..+ :52). The IRR model ha bee n 

fo rm ul ated and developed re lati ve ly recentl y, during the 1990s, in a se ries of studies .. ~ 

pre liminary \'ersion was fi rst applied on a wide scale in the re ettlement review of almost 200 

projec ts carried out by the World Bank in 1993-199"+ (World Bank 1994). The ori gin of thi s 
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mode l is both empirica l and theoretica l. Empirica lly, it is deri ved from the ex trao rdinary 

accumu lati on of fac tual findings during the la t quarter century, rep rted by re ettlement 

studi es in many countries. Theo retica ll y, it benefit from the new state-of-the-art ac hi eved by 

rese ttl ement research during the same peri d. 

Acco rding to Cernea (2000: 19), the IRR model foc uses on the soc ial and economic contexts 

of forced di splace ment and re-establi shment. By doin g so, the lRR mode l tri es to capture the 

processes by anchoring peri ods spann ing from the des tit uti on of di splacemcnt to recove ry ill 

resettl ement. The model ha , there fore, t\\ O main fun cti ons. First, to ex plain what happens 

when mass ive forced di splacement take plaee- a task very important ill it self. Second, it hips 

to create a theoreti ca l and safeguarding tool capa ble of guiding poli cy plannin g anc! actu al 

deve lopment program to co unteract these ad \'erse effects (Cemea, 2000: 19) . 

The approac h argues that rese ttl ement goes wrong, principa lly because of lac k of the proper 

inputs: nati onal legal frameworks and pol icie , pol iti cal will , fundin g, pre-resettl ement 

surveys, planning, co nsultat ion of host co mmun itie , ca reful implementati on, andll1 onitori ng. 

According to Michae l Cernea lac k of these in puts give' ri se to eight principa l 

' impove ri shment ri sks': landle ness ; job\essne 's; home Ie sness; marginali zation ; food 

insecurity; increased morbidity; loss of acees to co mmon property resources; and comm on 

disa rticul ati on (Cemea in De Wet, 2004:52) . 

The ' inadeq uate inputs' approach embod ies a fundam entall y op ti mistic view of planlled 

rese ttl ement. In thi s regard ernea argued that proper po li cy, po litica l will and prOV ISion 

(parti cul arl y funding) can ove rco me the problem of inadeq uate inputs, and the 

impoverishment risks ca n then be turned into opportuniti es for reconstructi on, such that 

rese ttl ement becomes with development, Iea\'ing the rese ttl ed people better-off than befo re 

(Cernea 2000 in De Wet 2004). However some criti ci se thi approac h for being foc used 

'exclusively on economic and techni ca l factors (Koe nig 200 1 in De Wet 2004). 

Neve rtheless, Cernea's impoveri shment ri sks and reconstructi on mode l also suggests that 

in vo luntary rese ttl ement has some potential ri sks to the host popU lati on. In thi s rega rd , Cernca 

in Getu (2004:27) emphasised that ' ri sks to host are not iden tica l with the ri sks to resenlers , 

in substance, intensity, bu t are related to them and may resul t in impoverishment 

impli cations' . However, in most cases, the effec ts of rese ttlers ind ucti on on the host 

popul ati on are often not given due consideration in plann ing process. 
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Pas t find ings from different cases indica te that inadeq uately planned popu lati on re ettlement 

im poses diverse ri sks on the host I opulati on by a lienating them from their vital producti ve 

resources including fann land , fores t land, grazing land and wa ter resourccs (Wo ldcselassie, 

2004:4 1; Geber, 2004) . [n thi s regard, one of the major resea rch findin gs in the Ethi op ian 

contex t as noted by Gebre, that ' the [RR mode l ca n be used to de cri be the impli cation of 

rese ttl ement fo r hosts' . The major ri sks of the rese ttl ement for the host popu lati on include 

land di sposses ion , dec line of eco nomic ac ti vitic , co nni ct, loss of li fe and home destru cti on 

(Gebre in Getlt, 2004:27) . 

2.3.1.3. The ' Inherently Co mplex ' Approac h 

f urther deve lopments on the conceptual approac hes in the ana lys is of popul ati on rese ttlement 

we re undertaken by De Wet. After in vesti ga tin g cmpiri ca l cases in south J\fri a, he deve loped 

a ' phys ica l-soc ial-spatial approach' . [n elaborating hi s approac h, he stated that peopl e would 

be affec ted differently, both ac ross and within communities, depe nding on the change in the 

spa ti al se tting of the contex t in whi ch they find themse lves and , hence, respo nd di fferentl y to 

their new contexts (De Wet in Tes faye, 2007: 32). 

In contrary to the ' inadeq uate inputs', the ' inherentl y compl ex' app roach, views resettlement 

as a complex and problematic undertak ing by its ve ry nature. The freq uent failure of planned 

rese ttl ement essentially originates from the un ique characteri sti cs o f in vo luntary rese ttlemen t 

as a deve lopment poli cy. In vo luntary resettlement has fi ve characte ri sti cs. Fi rst, it in vo lves 

imposed soc ial change which has cult1lral, soc ial, po litica l and economi c implica ti ons. 

Second , it usuall y involves a change in the pattern of peoples' acce s to resources. Third , 

rese ttled people find themse lves in larger and more heteroge neous se ttl ements than before. 

Fourth, it involves people in wider social and economic structures. And fifth , it in vo lves 

acce lerated soc io-economic change whi ch may be beyond the capac ity of people to cope with . . . 

De Wet (2004) fLlliher argues that, due to the combi nat ion of these factors, rese ttl ement tends 

to lessen people' s material well being, limit their choices, reduce their control over their 

circumstances and increases the levels of social tension and connict with in new se ttlements. 

Resettlement often imposes forces and condition- on people that may completely transform 

their li ves, evoking profound changes in environm ent , prod uctive ac ti vities, soc ial 

organi sat ion and interac ti on, in leadership and politica l structure, and in wo rld-view and 

ideology (Ibid). The va ri ous ac tors involved in the sc hemes with their different interests and 
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Ill oti ves, the va ried circumstance unde r whi ch re ett lcment take ' place, the relation betwee n 

va rious stakeholders- these and other fac tors co ntribute to the co mplex nature of rese ttl ement. 

According to De Wet, therefore, the ' technica l fi x' natu re of the ' inadequate inpu t ' approach 

is inca pab le of preventing all the threats as oc iated with rese tt lement. It is not simp ly a matter 

o f ge ttin g better lega l frameworks, polic ie , pl annin g, etc. Complex ity requires us to start 

from open-endedness, and fl ex ibility, rather than from the bo undedness of frameworks and 

procedure that are dictated by policy (De Wet, 2004: 66) . 

In general, it is apparent that different rese ttl ement models have their ow n stre ngth and 

wea kness and are not mutually exc lusive. Therefore one should take all mode l into acco unt 

when pl anning and assess ing the success of any resettl ement projec t. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

BACKGRO UND OF THE STUDY AREA AND THE PEOPLE 

In thi s chapter, an attempt is made to depi ct the phys ica l characte ri sti cs and the SOCIO­

economi c profil e of the tu dy area and the people. In do ing so, the chap ter t ri e ~ to look in to 

the ge neral charac teri sti cs of Jaw i low land includ ing its location, climate, topography, and 

vegetati on coverage. Besides, the chapter will also prov ide readers with the soc io-cconolll ic 

overview of the indigenous people and the re e tt ler pop ulati on. 

3.1. Physical Characteristics 

Jaw i Woreda is located in Aw i Zone of Amhara ational Regional State. It is fO llnd in the 

Be les Ri ver Vall ey in No rth We ·tern low lands, tre tching from the North \"es t along a 

narrow strip leading to th Ethi o-S udane e bo rder. Latitudinally and longi llld inall y the 

Woreda is loca ted between 110 25'- 12° 03'North latitude and 36° 65' - 36° 42' Ea st longitude. 

Jaw i Woreda is bordered by Alefa Taq u a to the No rth , Paw i rese ttl ement s ite to the South , 

Dangila Woreda and So uth Achefer Woreda to the East, and Beni sha ngul GUIllU and Beles 

Va ll ey to the Wes t. According to the 2007 Popula ti on and Housing Ce nsu-, the total 

popul ati on of ./ aw i Woreda is estim ated to be 79,076, of whic h 41397 arc Ill ak and 37679 

fe male (Federal Democratic Repu bli c of Ethi op ia Popul ati on Ce n u 0lllmi ss ioll . 2007 64). 

From the above population -ize of ./ awi Wo reda . the indige nous people 0 1" the area (i.e. the 

Kul si) took the larges t population size. Nevertheless, it is very di ffi cult to judge o\ er the exac t 

populati on size of the Kulsi and this is due to the populati on di stri buti on of th t' Kul si in the 

areas of Beni shangul Gumu z such as in Dangur Woreda and partl y in Amhara Reg ional 

States, Quara and Al efa-Taq ussa Woredas. 

Administratively, Jawi became a self ad mini strat ive ' Wo reda in 2006. Befo re 1991, it was 

ad mini strati vely attached to Alefa Taqussa Woreda of South Gondar. Howt' \C'r with the 

change of govemment in Ethi opia in 199 1, it ha - been made part of Da ngila \" oreda of A wi 

Zone. Since then the regional and Zonal authoriti es refer to the area as Ja\\'i Ketella , an 

admini strati ve unit below Woreda and above Kebe le leve l (Tes faye, 2007 : 119). 

In 200 1, Jawi lowland beca me a resettl ement site . when confli ct induced Al11 hara displacees 

fro m Gidda Kiremu Woreda of East Woll ega Zone rese ttled in the area . HeIKt' . the 200 I 

co nflict induced di splacees resettled in three peasa nt assoc iations, namely, Arega .-\bbo, Adis 
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Weyne, and Ayma 'ebrie l. In additi n to these rese ttl ers, th e Amhara 'ati onal Regiona l Sta te 

(ANRS) has resett led 600 I households, a total of 10408 people, fr m 200-1 -200 in 12 

rese ttl ement sites. However, du e to the large ne s of the rese ttl ement site, s ize of popul ati on, 

and inaccess ible admini strati on of the area, Jaw i become a se lf adl11ini trati ve Woreda in 2006 

under Aw i Adm in istrative Zo ne. 

Agro-eco logica ll y, Jaw i resett lement area is ide ntifi ed to be Kollo with annual ave ra"e 
t:: 

temperature of 38.5 degree ce nt igrade. The lowest temperature is recorded immecii alely after 

the rainy season, \\'hereas, the hi ghest temperature occ urs fro m February to th e end of Apr il. 

Likewise, the area has rainy and dry 'easons, with the former occ urri ng between the months 

of May and eptembe r and the latter in the remaining months of the year. The ave rage ann ual 

rain fall is between 1200- 1300m l11 (Ja wi Woreda Disaster Preve nti on and Preparedness Office, 

20023). 

Vast rolling hill s and platea us with elevati ons ranging from 840 to 1200 meters above sea 

leve l characteri ze Jawi. The current proper area, that is, the Jaw i W reda, makes 15,000 

hec tares of land, of whi ch 99.5% is plain , 0.4% mounta inous, and 0. 1 % hill y. Of thi s, 93.2% 

is cultivated, 0.4% unculti vab le, and 6.4% covered by fore t. The area i al 0 endowed with 

many seasonal and perennial ri\·e rs. The maj or ri ve rs inclu de the two Beles ri ve rs, Aba t Beles 

(father be les) and Gilegel bele (ch il d beles), whi ch are a tributary of ilbhoy (B lue Nil e), 

Ayma , Senel, Ze nge l ri ve rs etc. There are no major mo untai ns in th e area with the excepti on 

of smaller ones like Mosebit, Be rawi , !\ gazen-M ebacha, Bagusa mountains and Tik lie hill s 

(Getu , 2004:35). 

Acco rding to the pre-resettlement assessment Stl ldy, Jaw i is large ly cO \'e red with three majo r 

types of soi ls - black (verti sol s), red (netosols), and rcd-brown (I eptoso ls) so il s (RDP PC in 

Getu , 2004:36). The class ification of these soil types is based on the texture and co lor of the 

soil s in the area . The same study also noted that, 60% of the tota l area of the Jawi rese ttlement 

site is covered with Vertisol s, while the remaining 40% compri ses the other types of so il. It is 

known that black soil is difficult for cul tivation and eve n not suitab le for crop-farmin g. It is a 

water- logged soil of which traditionally the loca l people ca ll Mezega-Meret, whereas, red and 

red-brown types of soils are mostly found on hill sides and identifi ed to be eas ily culti va ble 

and favorab le for crop cultivation 
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Rega rding fo res t cove rage, Jaw i is end O\\'ed \\'it h di ve rse rypes of natura l vegetatio n. The 

dominant tree spec ies found in the area inclu de: Bamboo tree, commonl y refe rred to a 

Yebe reha Shimel), Acac ia (Girar ) .. . 

3.2. Population: The Host and resettlers 

3.2.1. The Kulsi Ethno-History 

The Kul si who are usuall y re ferred to as Kunfel, Qol/egna Ago\\' (Kul s i in the Awngi 

ve rsion), and Agaw are the indige nous peop le of Jawi lowland. According to ome secondary 

sources, these people are one of the few ca tegori es of Agaw peop le (G etu , 2004: 38; Simoo ns, 

196 1 :43; Cowley, 197 1 :99). In thi s rega rd , most of the literatu re at hand, argues that the Agaw 

spea king peop le are presently li ving in different iso latcd areas of orthe rn parts of Ethiopi a. 

Areas like Quara and Chil ga in Gondar; Be laya Mountain in Bc ni hangul GUIllUZ Regional 

State, Awi and Waghemra zone in Amhara Regional State are inhab ited by Agaw speaking 

people. 

According to Getu (2004), there are va rious ethnic dcsignati ons u 'cd to re fer to the different 

Agaw groups in Amhara and Benishangul Gumuz Regional Sa te (Hertzorn in ·c tu ,2004:38). 

Fo r instance, the Agaws of Belaya and Tumha area are refe rred to a Gagressa-AgalVs ( Getu , 

2004: 38). The Agaws of Awi Zone have the trad iti on that their ancesto rs - scve n 'brother' -

came from Las ta/Seqota to constitu te what are kno\\'n as the 'Seven I-louse Agaw' . The seve n 

'houses ' are ca lled after the seven 'bro thers ': Banja . Ankasha, Kwakwra, Chara, Metekkel, 

Zige m and Azena (Tadesse, 1988 : II ). Moreover, the Agaw speaking people inhab iting in 

pa rts of the Beles Valley areas are referred to as Kunfel people (S im oo ns, 1960:43). 

Nevertheless, there are some va riations in the des ignation of the Kun fe l ethno-name 

(Desalegn, 20 I 0:6) . The diffe rent names given to them ca n be seen from two perspec ti ves 

(Getu , 2004: 38). 'From the outsiders perspecti ve (foreign and Ethi op ia n \vriters as we ll as 

fro m neighboring people), these people are referred to as Kun fe l People (S imoons. 1960: 43; 

Cowley, 1971: 99; Olson, 1980: ;Taddese. 1988 : 195). In line with this idea Olson (1996: ) 

desc ribed the Kunfel people as foll ows: 

Th e KUllfels are an ethnic grollp lil'in o today in Ethiopia. They speak a 
central Cushitic lang uage and are closely rela ted to the --1gaw peoples. Th e 
KUllfels are cOll centrated west of lake Tana near the SlIdanese border ill 
Wes tem Ethiopia... . Most of these people are slllall .!anllers all d cattle 
raisers who relllaill loyal to their traditional relig iolls believes. SOllie 
KUllfels are loyal to the Ethiopian Orthodox Chllrch, a christen 

orgallizatioll. 
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III add ition to Olson's po rtraya l or the Ku nICI r \.:o plc , the ea rlies t hi stori ca l accoun t 011 the 

ori gin and se ttlement of the Kunfel peopl e in the stud y area i. give n by Simoo n ( 1960:-\ 3), 

who described them in the followin g manner: 

Th e Kunfel are a slIlall Christian -i gaw-sp eaking grollp occllpies villages 
at ele vation F OIll 3000 to 6000 f eet in the r/'y fo rest cOlllllly a long the 
Dinder river at the edge of Beg >lIlider alld Sell/ eyell (later COlldal). 
According to their traditiolls the Klillfel ca ll1eFolII th e il chefer alld KIIlIl bil 
(the derivation of the \l'ord KUllfel) districts of Cojja lll p rovill ce (/ celltlll)' 
ago at the in vitatioll ofkillg Theodere. ;l 1Iz/lara of the high lalld of Ku\\'ara 
nearby claim Oil th e OIher hand that the Klillf el are descell ded FO III s laves 
set ji-ee by Th eodere alld allowed to sel/le along th e Dinder. Beca llse th ey 
belie ve the Kunfel to have been s la\ ·es. the !l1I//lO ra are velY cOlltelllp tll oliS 
of thelll regard thelll as ollly a /ill ll! II/ ore acceptab le as th e Wayito fis her 
lIl en of lake TallO . 

The other histori ca l account given by Cowley (1 97 1 :99) also indicates that " the Kunfel people 

li ved south of Quara (Gondar) and north of inder Ri ve r". Although, there is lack of 

comprehensive work on the origin and se ttl ement of the people under study, currentl y Jaw i 

lowland is predominantly inhab ited by the e groups of people who arc referred by outsiders as 

Kunfels. 

From the natives point of view, however, the \\ ord Kun fel for many of my inform ants has 

beco me a pejorative term for reasons they could not ex plain properl y. Give n the pejorati ve 

connotation of the word Kun fel, the Aga\\ s pre fer to ca ll themselves either Ku lsi 

(Qo llegnoch) meaning low lander or simply Agaws. While the name Ku lsi re fers to the 

physical geography of the area, Agaw des ignate the cultural and lingui ti c similarities to the 

Agaws of other areas. 

Likewise, there are many ambiguities whether the Kunfels are one group of the proper Agaw 

or not. As far as their language is concerned, they have their own language ca ll ed Kllnfel. Th is 

language is in fact a dialectical blending of the A \\·ngi. In thi s rega rd, Cowley ( 197 1: 10 I) who 

desc ribes the Kunfel language in compari son with the Agaw languages using 100 bas ic 

vocabularies, numerals, prepositions, and other lingui sti c items fin ds thi s language to relate 

78% with the Awngi, 40% with Qemant, 3 I %with Bil en, and 3 % with Xa mta. 

However, for some of my infomlants, particul arly for the elders, the language they spea k at 

present is not the original Kunfel language. For these elderl y people the ori gina l language of 

Kunfel is forgotten due to the long ethni c integrati on and interacti on with the neighboring 

peop le. According to Jawi Woreda Cul ture and Touri sm offi ce. there are onl y about ten to 
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fifte cn peop lc who arc ab lc to spcak thi s orig ina l Kun fcl language curre ntl y. CO\\ Icy 

( 197 1 :99) has also reportcd the knowlc Ige of the pe pic th t th ri ginal language of the 

Kunfe l peop le is in pan forgo tten. 

one the less, as far as the controver y in the ethno-name de ignation is conccrncd, I will be 

fo rced to use both the term s, Kunfel and Kul i, in thi resea rch paper. Thi is beca u e thcre 

arc d iverge nt views ove r the use of Kunfel and Kul i among the indi genous people of thc 

area. Whil e some peop le notab ly, the elderl y, want to be ca ll ed by the ethno-name of Kunfel, 

for its identi ca l language , and even di stinct cultural pattern , on the other hand some others 

co nsider the term as vcry contempt and pejorati\-c. 

Modes of Livelihood: The vital li ve lihood system o f Kul i people dcpcnds upon severa l 

sources of subsistence. However, they arc more depend cnt on agro eco logic<.l l ac ti viti es. 

Iioney harvest ing and hunting forms a major source of li ve lihood. In add iti on, se vera l other 

important compone nts of activities are undertake n as a uppl ementary mea n' o/" su ·taining 

li ve lihood. These include Shifting cultivati on, li \'es tock rai sing (ma inly goa t and sheep) and 

gathering wild forest foods. With rega rd to honey harve ting, Wo ldcse lassie (2004 :247) said 

" Kunfel s are loca ll y we ll known for their traditional honey produ cti n. Their honey 

prod uction culture has been rooted in the long trad ition where trees with num erous loca l 

beehi ves are known under famil y names and inherited by desce ndants in the lineage through 

ge nerati ons". Since these peop le are engaged in honcy productio n, p<.l rts of th eir li ve lihood is 

dependent on the fores t resources. 

Furthermore, Simoons (1960:44) who is known fo r hi s hi storical accoun t of the origin and 

se ttlement of the Kunfel people in Jawi low land al so sa id : 

The KUII/ el cOLllltry cOlllaillS all ablilldall ce a/wild alld sell/i-doll/ esticated 
bees, alld 'he traveler kllOws lvhell (Jpproachillg a Kun/el \'il/cwe by 'he 
presell ce 0/ cylindrical beehives lied high ill Ihe branches 0/ frees. sOll/ e as 
far away asflve or six mi/esfrolll vi/loge. Hall ey is an ill/porfallttrade itelll 
for the KIIII/e! today alld when ,heyprst settled ill fh e Dillder I'alley, they 
even paid fh eir taxes ill hall ey. 

In addition, the Kunfels are engaged in hunting wil d animals. Hun ting for the Kunfel , 

particlliarly for males, is carried out for food and asse rting ones manliness. In relation to the 

hunting trad iti on of the Kunfels, Cowley (197 1: 100) sa id " the Kunfels shoot game, mostl y of 

the antelope ty pe, lI sing mauser ( albin rifle) and Wetterly (wetchefo) . They buy bull ets from 

markets and afte r a bullet has been used once they re tri eve it , pack the case \\ 'ith match heads 
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alld lire it aga in .. ... They al ·o kill elephant and lion ·, but more as a de monstra tioll of 

manliness than as a pro vision of food" 

l3esidcs honey harvesting and hunting, thc Kunfcl pcopl c also engagcd in shift ing typcs of 

agri culture using simple agricultural tec hniques. Th major crops grow n in the area arc 

sorghum, maize, sesa me, pepper, and finger millet. They kecp goats and shcep but do not 

keep many ca ttle. 

3.2.2. The Resettl ers 

Beside the ind igenous people of the area, Jawi lowland has currcnt ly acco mmodated nc\\·ly 

resettl ed people from Amhara Na ti onal Regional Statc. Thesc resettl ers in the arca ca n bc 

catego ri zed as state sponsored and spontaneous resettlers. The resettl ement pr gram of state­

sponsored resettlers in Jawi lowland was started in 200 I, when eonni ct induced resettl ers 

from Gidda Kiremu Worecla of East Wo llega Zone rese ttl ed in the area. The other statc­

sponsored resettlement program in the area wa launched betwee n 2004 and 2008. Thi s 

program is character ized by its intra-regional approach and voluntary type of resc ttlement. 

Hence, the resettlers came from different Zones of Am hara Regional State, nam ely East 

Gojj am, Waghemra Zone, West Gojjam, and Awi Zone. 

In the fo ll o\\·ing tabl e, I have shown settler sendin g Woreda (ori gin al homeland of 

resettl ers), resettlement vill ages, and yea r of resettl emcnt. 
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Table I. Distri buti on of rcscttl crs lJ\· tll CI·I' .. I I I . , ngi lla lomc, rese t ement villa ges , anu year of 

resettl ement. 

Pla ce of or igin Rcsc tt Ie mcn t sit e in Year of \ 0- of i'io- of total 

J awi Woreda resc tl lc me Jl t( E. C) house holds fami ly 

Sckc la. Dcga Dam ot and Wcn blacc 1996 801 1-65 2366 

Koric i 

Waghcm ra , Banja, and Bambi uk and Swalamp 1997 and 1995 1280 

1

2823 4103 

sckc la 

.-\yu Kczkaz il 1997 ,HJ9 SS () 1205 

.-\yu Ela la-scndo 1997 1-10 70() 840 

\Vaghcm ra and Wo l1c ga Sc li cn-wc ha and ZcnLcn 1997 and 1998 323 989 1312 

Sckcla , Degadam ot, and Fil fi l 1997 -17-1 873 134 7 

KO l'icl 

VIOla , Gonia , Dcgada mot, Go nge 199 7 -11 7 11 85 1592 

and Kor iet 

Sckc la and Wa ghcmra Shcmele-Egcr 1997 20-1 316 520 

Estia Mari am-Weha 1997 and 2000 lOG % 202 
~ 

Waghemra , Scke la, Ze hin -Gebaya 1997 an d 1998 168 190 358 

Go nchc Scs io Encsia 

To ta l -1 .3 12 9.593 13,905 

Source: Jawl Woreda Government COml11U nlca tl n Affair Offi ce: 2003 

[n the context of the study area, thousands of people have mi grated at diffcrent time' from 

di fferent Zones of Amhara region. Accordingly, the most drought pronc areas uch as. 

Waghemra, Seke[a, and Dega-Da mot have prod uced the largcs t sha re of the rese tt ler . On the 

other hand, there are Amhara rese rt lers who CJ me from Woll ega and rese ttled in Ja\\i 

Woreda . These sett lers are people \\ ho ori ginally mi gratcd fro m West Gojjam areas of 

Amhara region to Wollega and some parts of Benishangul Gumu z Reg ion (Kemashe Zone of 

Be lewganfo i Woreda) . Inform;lIlts sta ted that there we re frequent co nn icts with the 

indi genous Oromo people in Woll ega and Bele\\ ga nfoi Woreda . As a result they were made 

to rese ttle in Jawi Woreda by the Amhara Regional government. 

All resettlers from among the di ffe rent Zones of Amhara Regional State ha ve left thei r 

original home land for va ri ous reasons. The different fac tors which urged resettlers in fa vor of 

resettlement in Jawi Woreda include, land degradat ion, small farnl size, recurren t drought and 

freq uent famine, and high population pressure. In explaining the pu h fac tors, most 
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info rm ants said that th ose cardina l cau e fo r rese ttl ell1 en we re highl y awful in the vear 

2003/2004. 

The other group of se ttl ers who inhab ited th e study area before the innux of state spo nsored 

rese ttl ers and after the rese ttlement are spontaneou se ttl er . M st of these spo ntaneous 

se ttl ers ori ginally came from the hi ghland area of Amh ara Regional sta te. In th i regard , the 

ava il ab le empirical literature on spontaneous resettl ement in the stu dy area and its mi grati on 

pattem shows that there is freq uent movement of people from hi ghl and to lowland areas 

(Berihun , 1996; Gebre, 2003, Wo ldese lass ie, 2002). 

A number of 'p ush' and 'pull ' fa ctors co uld be m nti oned for regul ar mi grati on of th ese 

peop le from highl and areas of the region to Jaw i lowland . Among oth r ', th e ' push' ['ac tors 

are, land scarcity, lack of grazing land, environm ental degrada ti on and pop ul ati on press ure. 

Although the ce ntripetal forces that attract potenti al mi grants to the rec ipi nt area vari ed. 

there are some common pull factors for spontaneous se ttler in Jaw i low land. These 'p ul l' 

facto rs include, ava ilability of 'vaca nt ' land , pee r and kin pressure, and geographi ca l 

prox imity or ease access to the destination area. In the study area, there arc two catego ries or 

spontaneous settlers. These are ' illega l' se ttl ers and nomad , who are widely re ferred to by the 

neighbouring peop le as Zella ll. 

' Illegal' Settlers: The com in g of ' ill ega l' s ttlers to Jaw i lowland is a recellt hi stori ca l 

phenomena, large ly induced by the commence ment of state sponsored resett lement in the area 

(Ge tu , 2004:43). This means that the free encroac hment of state sponsored resettlers in Ja\\i 

lowland and the subsequent news about the ex istence of 'ab undant' land in the area has urged 

' illegal' se ttlers to migrate either seasonall y or permane ntl y to Jaw i. Hence, these ' ill egal' 

se ttlers, which I call them as Resettlelll elllillduced Reseltlers, are usuall y co me to the area ill 

·search of cultivable land and or otherwise to be employed as a labour force to the community. 

According to my infonnants, these people often obtai n land through land renting Ileasin t,! 

arra ngements with the local peop le, Thu s, since they are named as ' ill ega l settl ers', they are 

tac ti c-full to bargain with the indigenous people using diffe rent persuading mechani sms such 

as, giving more money for land renting than state sponsored resettlers and giving gifts. 

No mads ('Zellans ' ): The second group of spontaneous rese ttl ers in Jawi lowland are 

nomadic peop le, who are largely referred by the locals as Zelia liS. These groups of people are 

also found in the adjacent areas of Jawi lowland slIeh as Pawi , Mentahua, and Deke. Most or 

the nomadic people in the area moved mai nly from Bahrdar and its environs. Add iti onall y, 
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th ese people came to the area together with their l!\cs t ck rcsou rces or whi ch they are kn ow n 

ill the surround ing area. 

Most of my in fo n11ants told me that they arc named by the ther group of peop le as 'Ze ll an' 

whi ch lite rally mean nomads, beca use o f the reas n that they have larger num ber o f ca ttle 

than other neighbouring peopl e. Otherwise, it is diffi cult to presume that these ca tegory of 

people in the area are exc lusively dependa nt on ca lli e. Rather they are also engaged in 

cul tiva ti on of crops and even produce and coll ect ho ney li ke the loca l people and houses in 

\V hi ch they li ve permanentl y. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

THE RESETTLEMENT PROGRA 'I: POLI CY Al"D PRACTICE 

4.1. The Resettlement Planning, Administratioll and Access to Soc ial alld 

I nfrastructural Services 

In thi s sec ti on, an attempt is made to loo k a t plann in g and ad mini strati on issues or the 

rescttl ement program with parti cul ar empha i ' on how the rese ttl ement site was identifi ed, 

co nse nt of the indige nous people obta ined, po tenti a l settl ers we re targeted, ident ifi ed <l nd 

moved to the area of des tinati on, Add iti onall y, other ad mini strati\ 'c issues in cluding land 

a ll oca tion, access to social and in frastru ctura I services, and other socio-economi c issues arc 

di sc usscd, Moreover, the chapte r exa mine impac t o f th e rese ttl cment progr'<Im on the 

rese ttl ers, hos t com munity and the environm ent. 

4.1.1. Th e Resettlement Plannin g 

/\ rese ttlement program which is planned ca refully and executed in a very prudent and 

gradu al manner could be one of the potential soluti on to the prob lem f' recurrent 

drou ght/famine and land scarcity. ln this regard , Cernea ( 19947) strongly suggests that the 

wo rst rese ttl ement outcomes and impove ri shment ri sk co uld be mi nimi zed or avo id ed 

through proper rese ttl ement planning and poli cy reform . In co ncomi tant with thi s, thc Rura l 

Deve lopment Strategy (2002) and the rese ttl ement plan outline (200 3) of FORE, also gives 

due emphasis for proper pl anning, by exempli fy ing the experience of different co untries ill the 

wo rld . The document also hi ghlights the failure of the past rese tt lement programs in Ethiop ia. 

Hence, in order not to repeat the pas t failure stories, the gove rnment has put "vo lun tee ri sm", 

the ava il ab ility of underutili zed land, consultation with the host comm uniti es, and proper 

prepar3tion as the fo ur pillars of the program. [n most regions of Ethiop ia, pl an ning for 

resett lement began in 2001 /2002, However the first large scale rese tt lemen t was ca lTi ed ou t 

between January and April 2003 in Amhara, Oromiya, Southern Nations Na ti onalities and 

Peoples and Tigray Regions. 

In Amha ra Region, plans for the 2003 rese ttl ement bega n soo n after th e 2002 harves t. 

Accord ing to one of my infomlants from Seke la Woreda of West Gojjalll, there were frequent 

confere nces on rural deve lopment agenda in their respec ti ve Kebeles since 2001 and by 

having thi s opportunity, most of the communi ty members di cus ed on thc poss ibl e so lu ti ons 
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of land sca rc ity, recurrent droul.!. ht. and land dcc:r da ti on. 0 the so luti ons whi ch \\'en: r;li "ed 

by the loca l co mmuniti es and government offici31s rese ttlemen t \\'as the one. 

In the co ntex t o f Amha ra Reg ion. three region I subcommittees we re formed to o\"(: r:oee 

diffe r'ent aspec ts of the rese ttlement program . The Informa ti on and Ca pac ity Building 

CO ll1lllit tee \Vas responsib le for ca rrying Ollt informati on c;)mpaigns in potenti a l se ndin l.!. nreas. 

The Logi stics Subco mm ittee prepared the tran 'po rt opera i() n and the positionin g of relie f 

supp li es at tran sit ce nters nnd rese ttl ement aren~, and the Rese tt leill ent and J)en:lopment 

CO lllmittee ove rsaw the proce s of site elec ti on. In nd identi fi cation and a ll oca ti on (1l allllllond 

and Bezae it, 2004:623). 

4. 1.1.1. Identificat ion of th e "Under l 'tili zed Land " 

The prima ry purpo'e of the resettl ement progralll, as indi ated ear li er and also stated in the 

o l'ii e ial doc ument of fORE (2002), \\'as to resell k the drou ght victim s in ('e rtil e, und erutili /cd 

a mI/o r sparse ly pop ul ated pa rts of the country. In v ic\V of tha t, the Westcrn and South­

Western 10\V lands of Ethi op ia are conce ived tLl add ress the dell1 0graphi c and economic 

prob lem or the country (FORE, 200214 ). The demographi c aspect, which is the tri ggc ri ng 

fa ctor fo r the economi c prob lem, concern \Vi th re li ving f popu lati on pressurc, pa rt icul arl y 

fro m hi ghla nd a reas through poss ible migrat ion and resettl ement into the Weste rn and South ­

\V ,;stern lowlands of the country( FORE, 2002: I \). Thus, the rese tt lement program ainH.:d to 

ut il ize the ' untapped ' and 'a bundan t' natural resources of lo\V land areas fo r the poss ib le 

progress of the coun try as a whole. 

[n line \V ith thi s, the Rura l Deve lopment Strategy of Eth iopia (FOR ', 2002 : 148-15 1), stated 

as fo ll ows: 

The fi rst thing to be elllphasized is Ilw t it is expected thaI these areas [the 
Westem 10lV lands that spread frOIll .\'orth to SOlllh} lVill be (/ Ild should be 
cOll verted ill to Growth Centers .. TIl t! lI ext POil1l 10 be underlined is that the 
maj or problem jor achieving rapid und sustaillable de\'eloplIlent in th is 
area is lack oj develop III ell t oj infraSlntctllre sen'ices and s llffici enl labOllr 
s upply .. . The third poill t to be II nderlined i ' Ihal it is possible to highly 
develop these areas by settling jarlll ers and encollraging pri vate investors 
to build large 1Il0dernjarllls and agro- industries. \I 'hich hoth th ings shollld 
be dOll e silliultaneously. Wh en we \l'il !!! ly settle ill Ihis area, \I 'e 11'111 be able 
to solve the problem oj infrastructllro? development ill an area where there 
are not enollgh users. It is possible 10 build injrastrllclure that wi/I be II 'ed 
tangibly by the settlers .. . The Sell led anllers lIl ay serve as daily labourers 
all part-tilli e all d there-bl' solve the problem oj lahour ill these areas. It is 
also poss ible to assume that jollo\l'ilw seltlers. the labOllr supp ~)' ill the 
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a r ea I\ 'i // SOOI/ he i ll/proved SIIh.I' (OII (ia/ /,l', [\'e ll(lIa/h', (hro llg h cOlldll( f/lIg 

( r e) se((/ell/ ui/ ( al/d jJri\'a(e i ll\ 'USflIICI/ ( S/lIIII/((JI ICIJIISiI ', i( is p()sSlhlt , (() 

r el/ub/y so l ve (I, u p r ob /ell/ o · i l !/ i'us( I'II Cf llre (l i/d /(//JO II I' .. ,herc/orc, ( hl' 

\\'(} I'k sho ll /d he ,I'(u rr ed os .1'0011 os possih/c, (l lIrI (111:11 I\ 'C sho ll/d (,(//li ((/ /I:(, 
Oil (he exp eriell ces g oil/ed. 

'I here fore , in the process or rese ttlement pl an nin g, the fir st step undertak en in ,\ mha ra region 

\Ias the ident ifi cat ion of " unde rutili zed land ", In NOI'ember 200 I, the Eu rope,\I1 Union, 

toge ther with the Amhara Regiona l Food ecur it y Offi ce, has co nducted a jo int pilot 

assessment of potenti al re ettlement sites in different lone of i\ mh ara Region, The report 

r'ecomll1ended constructing two new se ttl ement and one integrated resettl ement vill age , each 

with a ca pacity of no more than 150 household (I !amll1 ond and Bezaeit , 2004 :626), 

Ne \'e rth eless, the Am hara Regional Governm ent has identi fied I' ur resett lement -ites in 

North Go ndaI' and one resettl ement site in Awi Zone, The e resettl ement sites arc: Quara , 

iVI etemma, West Armacheho, Tegedia, in orth lond ar. and Jaw i rese ttl ement site in i\w i 

/':o ne, Resettlement sites of North Gondar have tarted to accommoda te reseltl ers in 2003, 

whereas, Ja wi rese ttl ement site was started in 2004, 

Table 2: Number of resettled people fro m 2003 to 2008 in different Woreda s of the Amhara 

Regional state 

No I Worcda \ 0- of No- of resettl ed pcopl e No- ofresettl ers \\'ho ilI-C Compa ri so n III % 
resett I cm c currell lly found In Ihe 
nl sile rcsctt lement sites 

No- of No- of tOlal No- of No- of 10lal No- I No- of 10lal 
househ fami ly househ fa mil y of fa mil y 
old size old size hous I Sl/ e 

chold 
I Quara 16 27925 29904 57829 9457 15 193 246-0 33 ,9 50 8 ~ 2 , 6 

2 ivlctcilla 1-1 134 13 t3249 26662 8759 8999 171' 8 65 ,3 67, 9 66 ,6 

3 W/Arllla- 9 22493 14913 37-1 06 5598 I 8243 1 38~1 24,9 55:3 37 

cheho I 
4 Tegedia ~ 3496 43 86 7882 2398 I 311 0 55 08 68 ,6 70,9 69,9 

5 Jawi 6 600 1 10408 16·+09 4480 9-1 69 139 -19 74,7 91 85 

Tota l -19 73328 72860 1-16188 30692 -150 1-1 75706 -11. 9 61,S 51S 

Source: Jawi Woreda Government Communica ti on Affairs Offi ce: 2003 

[n fac t, as it was described in chapter three, Jawi re ettl ement ite was tarted in 2001 I\'ith the 

coming of conn ict induced Amhara rese ttlers from Wollega, After three years, howe\'er, the 
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rcg iona l governm ent has dec ided t add new resclIlemc nt ill al!.c . . Thus. 12 re, cllicmcnt 

dlagcs wcre ide nt ifi ed to JccO mm odJ1C GOOI houscholds ( 10 () ,' people) in fOll r co nsecllti\ 'c 

yea rs (2004 -200 ). The major j u ti fi cation ~ r thi s new rcsellicmcnt prog ram ill Ja\\" i lowland 

was "a\'a il ab ili ty o f underut ili l:ed land". In line with thi s idca, ;\to I:phrailll , cx pert of food 

scc ur ity offi ce in Jaw i Wo redJ stated that: 

IV/OSf of Ihe oreas selecrerl fo r reselllelllellf i ll Jm\ 'i lVor erio ore 'virg ill 
lallds ' lVi fh abli ll da llf pOfell/ ial fo r f a n il i ll ' o/l(1 ogr i (, lIlfllrol i ll lleSflll ellf , 
Th e ill digell a liS people IVho illhabifed fhe or ea, i . e. fhe KIIIsi peopl ' , ore 
slIIall ill 1I11111 ber olld fhey cOllid 1I0f Clilfil 'ofe fh e IOlld Ollrl el'ell 1I0f 
adeqllately pmctice raill -jeedillg ogr icllllllr ' , II \l 'OS fher e/c)re I'er \' 

, , 

ill/per ati ve fO resellie peoplefrolll pOI'err), ,\'{ r ickell oreos 10 Jowi Woredo . 

Il oweve r, according to the Kul si informants, most of the presum ed ' virgin ' spaces selec ted 

lo r rese ttl ement are already used by themselves as placc of shiftin g culti va ti on, huntin g­

gat hering areas, graz ing land, and hon y co llec ti on fi eld. In li ght of all thi s viJb le depend ence 

of thc hos t commu nity on these vital resources, thcy were made to abando n their territ orie (o r 

resettl ement sites, In so me resettlement Kebeles, pa rti cularl y in Al i-Kurand , the Ku l ie ' were 

instructed to aba ndon all their claim to the use of natu ra l re ources to the resettl ement area 

Hence, most infonnants from the indigenous peopl e have nega ti ve attitu de to the re 'ett lement 

program, Thi s is due to the fact that the re ettl ement program took away important re urce 

I'rom the indige noll s peopl e to the point that th eir traditi nal li ve lihoods, their economy and 

hab itat are endange red, 

I Ie nce, there is a visibl e contradicti on between the assumpti on of the government about the 

' virgin ' Jawi lowlands and the vo iee of the indigenous people, imil arl y, Pankhur t and 

Piguet (2004: 165), have critica lly noted the overambiti ous mentality of ' abundant ' or 

' uninhabited lands' in the current intra- regional resettlement program as foll ows: 

Th e lIly th of vast ferlile alld ullillhabited areas is sl i ll believed i ll despile 

Ihe lVeigh! of sllbslall tial sludies to fh e cOll lrary, a ll d r eselllell/ eill fhill killg 

still privileges Ihe techll ica l fix approach cOll cellf raled Oil the 'elflers, 

IVhich ig ll ores or abuses loca l peoples' rights parfieularly those of 
II lCu'aillalized lIIillorilies Oil fhe periph er ies of Ihe slafe ,vhere 1II0sf 

" r eselllell/ elli is pla llll ed. 

On the other hand, like other lowland areas in Ethi op ia, Jawi is known for the pre\'alence of 

different lowland di seases, Most of the selec ted areas for rese ttlement in thi s area are located 

at remote and marginal lowlands infes ted with malaria, which affec ts the people and 
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trypanoso mi asis, which affec ts the li vestock. e' pite the preva lence of these dea dly diseases. 

howeve r, the rese ttlement sites are identi fi ed ~ r the exec ut ion of th e progra m. 

4.1.1.2. Consultation with th e )-Ios t Co rnnllillit~· 

In the co ntex t of site identi fica tion, consultati on with the hos t co mmun ity \\la s neve r made 

except with the hi gher offi c ials. And it i tru e th t the main objec tive o f' co nsult<1 ti on with the 

hos t co mll1unity is to fully share the informati on abo ut the resettl ement prog ram, the needs or 

the affec ted people, the reacti on to proposed project and to en. me tra n parency in all 

activiti es related to land acquisiti on and compensati on. HO\\'e ve r, go vern ment offi c ials {rom 

Aw i Zone and Dangila Woreda (before the es tablishment of Jawi se lfad mini trati ve Worecla) 

had onl y made a di scussion with Kebele offi cials over the po sibl ways of imp lemcntin g the 

proposed rese ttlement program. 

Conversely, some Kebele offi cials with whom I co nducted foc u ' group disc uss ion co nfi rmed 

me that the place over which they were di scus ed for the rese tt lement program were areas fa r 

rrom the indigenou s peopl e and their small ca le agri cultural land. Il owcvc r, without the 

knowledge of the host community and again t the co nsultati ve forum , hi gher gove rn ment 

offi cials have rese ttled the Amhara on the lands of the loca l community. 

Thus, all deci sions rega rding the resettlement project are made by gove rnm ent authoriti es 

without seeking the co nsent of the peopl e. In oth:: r word , the proposed program is im posed 

on the people and the expectations were thar the loca l communi ty woul d accept the 

rese ttlement plan. Not surprisingly, the larges t ca tegory of the local community have no any 

prior knowledge about the resettlement program. .-\ 11 infonnants and foc us group parti cipants 

stated that they come to know about the rese ttl ement program during the hou e buil ding and 

land measurement time of the rese ttlers. In this regard, one of the Kun fel in fonnant said: 

Before the begillning of hOLise building and oth er preparations, 1 have 
never known about how this reselllelll ent site identified. However, two 
months bef ore the cOllling of resettlers, Kebele offi cia ls told liS to build 
houses and measure lalld fo r resett lers. And at the tilll e whell \Ve heard the 
higher officials, everythillg was strange. 1 and sOlli e cOlllrnunity members 
have asked the government officials about where the resettlers are going to 
be resettled. Initially, they told us that the resettlers will be sett led in the 
area of Warka-Jeku (all opell f orest region adj acent to the current 
resettlement area). 

In due course of time, however, the area of Warka-jeku has been rep /aced 
with our vicinity, and, as a result. \Ve happened to lose ollr Shehata 
(grazing land) and crop lalld f or the mass il'e resell/ell/ ell!. We have 
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repeatedly asked the go vernlll ellt all th orities oboul th e prohlelll 0 gru:ing 
lall d and other related issues. Bill they respond hy say ing: \\'hy do .1'011 

lVorry abOll1 tIl e ca!!le ill the silliatiollS where p 'ople cOlild 1I0t jind 
res idell tial place'? 

In the meanti me, the gove rnment offic ials recru ited me innuen tia l personaliti es fro m the 

ind ige nous people for the overall Imp lementati on f the rese ttl ement program. The obj ec ti ve 

of rec ru iting these hi gh-ranking individuals from the loca l community \Va to make the h st 

co mmunity fri endly to the rese ttl ement pr gra m. Very surprisingly, there were loca l 

individuals who had been served as surveyor and planner of the rese tt lement s it es. Of the 

innuenti al communi ty members who helped the re ettl ement program, Abera Tebckew, who 

is loca ll y named as 'Engineer' Abera, of Ali -Kurand Kebele, i regarded as the fo undin g 

trad iti onal survivor of all rese ttlement villages. 

Acco rding to one of my Kulsi informant, 'Engineer' Abera is a traditi nal know ledgeab le 

pe rson about the overall areas of Jaw i low land. Thus, most of the ta 

and guidance were conducted by him and 'ome loca l Kebe le offi cial 

f ' i te icl enti fica li on 

In due process, however, there was sharp di ve rgence between the recruited individuals and 

Kebele officials on one hand and the indigenous peopl e on the other. Most indigenous peop le 

in the study area acc used their elites (Kebele officials) for urre nderi ng their funda menta l 

resource use rights and the consequent socio-economic marginali zatio n. 

To gi ve more impetus for the issue, case study \\'as conducted wi th one of the Ku lsi i J1 formant 

and doc umented as follows: 

Case One 

My name is Belay Wedaju. J was born alld grew lip here in Jawi Woreda ill 
Ali-kuralld Kebele. J am nQw 47 years old. J do have eig ht children- a lotal 
of ten household members altogether with my \I'ife all d me. Before seven 
years, all the land that you observe here was Oll r shiftillg cli lliva tioll area, 
grazing land, as well as wild honey collection fi eld. HOlVever, with the 
commencement of the resettlement p rogram, the fi eld was cleared, 

bulldozed. and converted in to crop Jield. 

On the eve of the inauguration of Ihe resettlement progral/l , government 
officials frOiI'! Dangila Woreda had consulted sOlli e individuals frOI/l 0 111' 

Kebele about the program. Th ose individuals \I'ho had been a!!endillg the 
consultative f orums had obvious~v made all agreemellt with higher 
officials. And it is true that these individuals had been paid by governm ent 
offi cials 30 birr p er day fo r more than a month. Th erefore, havillg 
accepted the resettlement p roject, Ollr Kebele official ' together lVith some 

36 



inflllent io l COII/IIIl /ll ity lIIelll bers hod asked liS, qllestiolls like: 'r/o 1'0 11 \l'1I 111 

edll catio ll , heo lth ceillre, root! olld olh ' I' illj i'lIs tmClllres :) ' We ;II /s \\'e ret! 
yes. Alld th ey sa id, f or aI/th ese o(h w /l ages 10 /(Ike pluce we s ho ll ld I/( Il 'e 
to s lipportth e resettlelll ellt prog ra lll . 

it is ill lhis way lha t 0 111' la lld holdillg alld reSOllrce lise r ights cOll/ e 10 he 

dep rived of FurtherlJl ore, dll e to th e expo llsioll of lh e reseltle ll/ elll \'/"liages 
o lld th e CO IISlallt illjlllx OJ 'il legal ' sell iers ill the area, th e 10 '01 cOIl/II/lIl1 ill' 
a lld f fa ced g rowillg ell croaChlJlell lS ill to th e relJl {J ill ing la II ds. As (I res ll l~, 
II/ ost of aliI' p eople is beillg resorted fo fh e lJI ore lJI org illo l o lld p eriph eral 
areas of Ja wi lowlall d. 

In the fin al analys is, [ argue that there is lac k of genuine participati on and fu ll in Iu s ion f the 

host co mmunity in the resettlement program. And li ke m st of th resettlement programs in 

the past, the main objec tive of the current rc ettlem nt program conce ntrates on settl er 

pop ul ati on. In fac t, the host communi ty members are c nsid reel , in . l11e instances, bu t they 

are inco rporated as secondary target groups and their inclu sion i ften con icl ered as too ls of 

rese ttl ement executi on. Thi s is beca use, there i a \'i ible bi a, in consultin g loca l commun iti es 

who are the direct receptive of the negative conseq uen e o r the re ett lement projec t and 

Kebele officials whose major task i to exec ute go veml11 ent p li eies. 

Generally, Tranqui lli (2004 :598) summari zed the proee ' of res tt lement pl anning in Eth iopia 

say ing: " the program [the rese ttl ement planning] \\"a large ly a top- down approach, in whi ch, 

the regions [in this case AmharaJ rece ive direc ti ve- frol11 the federa l governm ent and transmit 

them to Zones, which are aga in in charge of informing the Woreda and the latter passes to 

the Kebeles " 

4,1,2. The Resettlement Administration 

4.1.2.1. Recruitment of Potential Rese ttlcrs 

Another. very important factor that needs due con idera tio.n in understanding the 

admini stration of the resettlement program is the se lec ti on of the prospecti ve rese ttl er . In thi 

respec t, it was claimed that the intra- regional program was done on vo luntary basis. Hence, 

the Voluntary Resettlement Program (VRP) targe ts those chronicall y food in sec ure (or 

chronica lly poor) households with the producti ve labour capacity to bu il d a li velihood in their 

new home areas. The Ethiopian Govemment Res ettlemellt (A ccess 10 impro ved Lalld) 

Progralll D ocumelll, also elucidates that the eligi ble areas of ori gin that qua li fy for re ett ling 

people are those Woredas, listed already under chronica lly food insecure area of ori gin 

(Coa liti on for food Security in Feleke, 2004:212). 
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The re fore. rese ttlers in Jaw i lowland are r 111 chron ically ~ )d insec ure area that depend on 

regular I'e lief upport . In the tudy area, re euler c nfirmed tha they were gathered in large 

pub lic meetings and told by Woreda and nal offi c ia ls ab ut the vo luntary resettlemen t 

program . They also stated that they had vo luntari ly cho en to purtic ipate in the resett lement 

progra m. Whi le thi s is taken as a po iti \'e sign, it i al 0 neces ary to carefu ll y consider what 

is mea nt by voluntary ve rsus invo luntary movem nl. As Gebre, ci ted in Il ammond an 

Bezae it (2004:630) has poin ted out, vo luntary migrati n " imp lie the power to make info rmcd 

and free migration dec isions and the wil lin f,'lles o f migrants to leavc their ori ginal pl acc". 

Dec isions to mi grate are often in flu enced not only by offi cial tatcm cnts or trea tmc nt , but also 

by officia l or unoffic ial promises of a sistance or impr ved c nditi ons at the Icslinations, 

soc ial and famil y pressure ( fo nm of ' ind uced vo lu nlee ri 'm'), and unsu ta inab le econom ic 

co nd itions in the place of origin (sometime re ferred to as "co mp ulso ry V lun teer ism" 

(Hammond and Bezae it, 2004 :630) . 

Most of the se ttlers with whom [ conducted in-depth interview and foc us grou p di cuss ion 

ind ica ted tha t there were different promi es and inducing mec hani . ms for pe pi e t rese ttl e. 

They had been to ld by offic ials in se nding Woreda that they w uld rcce ive two hecta res f 

land, fo od aid until the first harvest, seeds, and have free accc to heal th, edu ca ti on and othcr 

infrastructures in the rese ttl ement areas. 

In order to give more insight to the i sue, case study is pre ented as follows: 

Case Two 

My name is Getnet Alemu, 44 years old. / was born and grew up ill Dega­
Damot Woreda of West Gojjam. 1 get lIIarried whell / was j 7 years old. 
and currently / have seven children. Whell J was in Dega- Dalll ot Woreda , 
i. e. my place of orig ill, / had about three hectares of lall d, which I had 
inherited frO Ill my parents. My fami ly alld / used to s ll bsist on this fa r//l 

lalld. 

After some years, however, land degradation, loose of f ertility of the land 
and recurrent drough t has //lade Illy falllily / 0 e.x:posed to freqllent foo d 
insecurity. In 2004, our Wo reda officials together with the Kebele 
representatives have called us for meeting. During the ti//l e of the 
assembly, we were told tha t the government is planning to resettle people 
lI'ho chronically suffer frOIll land degradation and food insecllrity. All the 
participants of the meeting were told that, there is 'abundanl land '. and an 
individual settler is prolll ised to be given to two hectares of land. 
Additionally, we were told that we would be g iven f urn ished houses. Th e 
supply of ration and other agricultura l inputs were also prolll/sed to be 
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/)rovieled f or Ihree Ollseelilil 'e yeors, We lIere also lolt! Ihu l 011(' ',I' IUlld 
holdillg (I I Ih e ureu of orig ill II'()//Id rCl/lell1I i ll ollr hUlld jor Ihrel' \ l'ur,1 

IIf lel' olle 's relocolioll frolll Ihe or !.!o oIongl1l . , 

!!(I\ :illg //I.!(/ /'(I oil Ih e illf or lll al ioll Ohr)// I Ih l' rl'sl' lIh'III( '1I1 flrug rei III , I hell (' 
r eglslered os 0 pOlelllial sell lel', Th e I\ehele r!llic w 1,1' r ('gll /('red 111\ Ielllt! 
holdillg olld ./cll llill ' lII elllbel's Oil Ihe II'eI\ rl'CIIglli:llI~ IIll' us ;IIIC o( 
I'eselliers, rll 'O Il'eek ojier Ih e reg iSIl'1I lioll, / 1I 'lI.\' Ilild III g('1 rcu(h ' III go I() 
Ihc II !.! II ' I'eselllelll ell I I'illoge, III Ihi.l' .I'ill/Ulioll, I ulld ()Iher 1)(}I(,lIl iul 
I'eselllcr,I' I l 'ho Iw d heell r eg islered l or Ihe I'l'S('II/('III('1I1 /)I'og r el III , 1111\ '(' II() 

(lin ' prior kllowleel Fe abol/I Il'here II 'e lire gll/ lIg III r ('\('/II(' Oil 18, Feh, 
11)1) (j I,:, C. lI 'e Icli fo r Dego- /) l/I lI ol olld UI'nl l'd III ./el ll 'i d"'I/'/('/ 1111 / I), I,'('h 
I !)VU, 

Oil IIIV arriva l 10 Ihe reselllelllelli sil e, Illill ~s were 11 01 us pr ollli.l'cd (/ .1' ill 

Ihe lII eelillg held ill our hOlll e orig ill , I f Ol/ll ri Ih e e//I 'il'OlIlII elll I 'e / T hoslile, 

The area Ihal YO Il obser ved her e is illle.l' /ed II'ilh hll lll (1I1 (111 ;1 (l lIilll ll l 
diseases, M oreover, lII ost of Ihe prolll ises Il 'hiell 1I '!.! r ' fOl ri ill f)egu- f)o/l/ ol 
ore 11 01 r eol Oll es, H er e, I oll 'lIed ( 111 )1 oll e hec/(/re III 1(1 11 ri (lliri/liere (I re 

j i'eql/elll displ/les lI'ilh the ill digell o l;,\' people oll d :illegol ' .I' '1Ilers o l'(' r 
lalld rela led issues, 

Thus, the above case hi tory clearly elicit that there were overambiti OLl PI' mi se fr 111 the 

side of the governm ent to the resettlers, Thi s shows tha t the re ettlement I rogrull1 was 

characteri zed by 'induced volunteeri sm', Due to the exaggerati n of the infoml ation 

campaign, many resettlers who wanted to register for re ettl ement were repo rted ly clashed 

with the Kebele officials, In line with thi s, one of my key informants said: 

III 1996 E. C, I was a deputy chairmall of Illy hOlll e origill K ebele, The 

year (1996) was coincided with the mass ive r esel/lemelll p rogram of Ihe 

governm ent, As a K ebele official, I and Illy colleag ues \Vere laId by Ihe 
Woreda authorities, i. e, Sekela Woreda, 10 lake the assiglll/lell t of 

delivering the information about the reselllell1 ellt progralll to Ihe local 
community, Apparently, the whole COI/'IIlIli/lily who had allellded Ihe 

public meeting was fascinated by the progra lll alld rushed for 
r egistration, The number of people who aspire for registralioll had 

exceeded the quota given from Ihe Woreda, As a resull lllallY p eople were 
disappointed for not being included in the registra tioll a lld complaill ed 

for partiality which is made up on them, 

Ideally, those targeted resettlers were landless, food IIlsecure, hea lthy, young adults, and 

peasant farmers capable of producing enough economic production in the new resettlement 

sites, However it is difficult to argue that all the targeted individuals in the tudy area are 

landless and food insecure households, This is because, there are some indi viduals who have 

reported that they were incorporated in the resettlement program becau e they were told by 

government officials that their homeland property includi ng land will be guaranteed for three 
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consecuti ve yea rs. To date (six yea rs after the e tabl i hment the resetticmeJ1l) there arc 

many indi vid uals who ea rn a twofo ld benefit from their riginal h me land 0 11 one hand an 

the new rese ttlement vill age on the other. Thi sho\\' tha t all the tar!,!c cd resctlic rs are no 

ent irely landless or impo vc ri shed peasa nts and some re lli er u ed the oppo rtunity to play in 

betwee n two homes, i.e. pl ace of origin and th e new rese lliem nt ite . 

4. I .2.2. iv)ovcmcllt alld Arrh'al of Rcsc ttl cr ill tlt c li e\\' I ~ e\l· tllcill e lll Sit e 

The other step in the rese tt lelllent adm ini stra ti on was th e move men l o r p()tcllli;iI rcse ltic rs l() 

the new ly ide nt ifi ed resettl emcnt sites. Iloweve r, before the ma ss i\'c 11 Hl\ 'Clllc nt Sl;lrtcd, it was 

said that th e commu nity repre ent at ive had to visit the c li mate, lalltl qu;ility. and ge nelal 

infras tru cture of the proposed reselliement site . But one li mita ti oll of thi s prov ision . 

according to l11 y informants, wa that the ov rail co t of the fir t visit or the resc tt le lll ent sites 

had to be covered by the comlllunity at large. l ienee, only a few Kebc les sent their 

representati\'es and even those represen tati ves were returned fr III W reda towns to their 

home for being unabl e to cover the transporta tion co 1. ne of my inrorlll Jnt from Weillbl acc 

Kebele, who was communi ty represe nta ti ve at that tim , conso lida te. thi s idea as ~ 1I 0ws: 

Befo re we (a ll resettlers) 1II0ved to tlte resettlell/enl s ile, ji l'e cOlllllll ln ily 
lII embers frOIll among tlt e resettlers were recruited 10 vis il alld check Ihe 
convenience of Ja wi resetilelll ent s ite. J was one of Ihe COllllllllllily 
representatives who wa . recruited to visit Jawl lowlalld. We were told that 
th e comlllilnity had to cover tlt e transport and other I' ' Io ted costs. /laving 
received tlte transport f ee we started our journey and arrived 0 1 DOllg ila 
Woreda (a Woreda wit ere Jawi resettlelll e ll t s ite is loco led). Up Oil 0111' 

urri vet!, th e Woreda ojjlcials told us that JalVi is fO lill d o/Joll r lOO k. 1II fur 
fra il I Dong ila Woreda and Ire heard tltat access to tmll.\porlotiOIl to JOII 'i 
is only possible fro lll Pawi. After three days of trouble in DOllgila 1011'11. 11 '(:' 

reported to the Woreda officials that we better go to aliI' halli e origill. And 
we returned without reaclt illg tlt e exact site of the resetllell/ ellt. 

Indeed, the promised site visit by the community representatives wa not succe sful. All the 

infonnants from West Gojjam, East Gojjam, Waghemra Zone and Awi zone confirnled that 

none of their representatives had visited Jawi resettlement site. Hence, resettlers had onl y 

relied on the infonnation delivered to them by government offici als. 

Regarding the transportation of resettlers to Jawi resettlement site, infornlant aid that they 

were transported using bus, and all the transport operation was sponsored by the Amhara 

Regional Government. Settlers were not allowed to move their properties together wi th 

themselves. The justification behind is that the regional government has no adequa te fund to 

40 



pay for transport of both peopl e and their belongingne s. eve rth less, in~ rm ants and ~ eu 

gro up parti cipants sa id that they were provided food aid anelmeningiti ,·acc inati nat tran it 

ce nters. 

Despite thi s, however, settlers have well remembereel the different pI' blcl11 s they fa ced during 

th e transportati on. One informant from Bambluk Kebe le reco unts hi s I11 clll oric as fo il ws: 

Case Three 

My name is Zeleke Taddesse, 34 years old I CO l/ Ie frO Ill Dega-Dalll ot 
Woreda 0/ West Go)jall/ wilh /o l/r 0/ Illy hOllsehold lIl elllhers incll/ding 
myself Th e overall s ituation 0/ Ollr 1Il0vell/ enl frO Ill Ollr 110 11/ ' origin to 
Jawi reselliement site was hard to believe. We slarled tIle jOllnl ~y on I' eb. 
20, 1997. Except for our II/ove frO Ill Ih e lawn 0/ Ollr lVoreda, we kn ow 
nothing about where Ja wi is /o Lind Even 1 remember that there was 
misunderstanding 0/ the exact place 0/ the resell /ell/ ent site: some people 
say we go to Pawi (a resettlement s ite which is establish ~d dllring the Derg 
regime) and others to Jawi. Wh en we arrive ot Pawi, offiCials told us that 
we were left with about 150 Knl to reach JClllli. The tell/perature was ve,y 
high and several people were unable to withstand the weather conc/ition. 
Particularly, many childrell alld wall/ en have suffered a lot .from the 
journey. 

After our arrival at Jawi tOWII all Feb. 21, / 997, officials told us that we 
have not yet arrived at the resettlemellt site. Now, the worst problem had 
come to the scene. The up alld dowlI journey to the most lowlalld alld 
driest areas 0/ Jawi was soon started. Mosl people were pessimistic about 
their movement furth er .from Ja wi town. This was because, no 
illfrastructure was ready for us; all d we went 111I'ough dense fo res t by 
crossing large rivers without any bridges. 

Similar to the above case, Scudder and Co lson (1982) have noted that the transiti on stage is 

characterized by multidimensional stress, higher morbidity and morta lity rates, anx iety about 

loss of home and what the future may bring, and temporary or pellllanent loss of cultural 

inventory, including indigenous knowledge, customs, and institutions. 

Later, after their arrival in the resettlement site, resettlers were sheltered in temporary tents. In 

this regard, the very impressive promises of the government to provide them with furni shed 

houses and other necessities in the new resettlement sites remained nightmares. Hence, in the 

absence of readymade houses, 30 to 50 people were forced to live in a single tent 

Bitterly memorizing the occasion, one informant said: "up on our arrival , there was nothing to 

live on, about 50 people were sheltered in a single tent I remember that there was grea t 

suffocation; and there was widespread prevalence of epidemi c disease ." According to many 
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infol11lants, the hot and inhosp itable wea ther toge her \ I' tll the tt k f 'd . d' . . u m~a ' epl ern Ie J. ea. e. 

(malar ia, Typho id, and dian'hea) had resulted in the dea th of man y rese lll er.. oncolll itant to 

th is, Ce rnea ( 1993) noted that during resettlement in a new envi ronme nt, the c,e tl lcrs could 

ex perience increased morbid ity and mortality. Il ence, the causa li ies which had happened in 

th e ea rl y days of their rese ttl ement \Ve re too grea t and in form ants stated hat there \\eI C 

occasions when by about 3-5 fi ve peop le ha\'e died pe r lay du e to mala ri a :l nt! 0 he r di sease. 

Due to the complex ities of the problem in the new site, in forma nts and focus group 

pa rti cipants in We mblace Keb le, co nfirmed that fro m 4500 resetlicrs, 700 llc,clted the ;tl ca 

and returned to their respec ti ve home Wo redas. The reason for their dese rti on is mainl y du e to 

the in hospitality or the environment and un met expectati on raised dur in g se lcc in ll , wh ich are 

not found at the new sites. 

4.1.2.3. Acquisition of Farmland 

Another key issue in the resettlement ad ministrati on i the pr ce 's of land all ocati on. In the 

Rese ttl ement Plan Outline (FORE, 2003:9), it i argued that th e "benefi t IKh.: ka ges to the 

se ttlers inclu ding land are ca lculated per a household-base". im il ar ly, durin g the resettl ement 

campaign, settlers stated that they were told to aece s land on th e ba si of their fam ily i7e. 

Practically, however, one hectare of land i all ocated per hou eh Id-ba se and as a result, the 

land all ocation process has failed to add ress equity among the settl ers household becau se of 

two reasoll s. First, the ize of each ettler house hold is qu ite diffe rent from eac h other 

Therefore a house hold of both large r and small fami ly size \\'as all oc;lled the same amo unt llf 

land, i. e. one hec tare of land. In thi s case, a house hold with the large r fam ily size rema ilb 

with smal l per capita land holding. Secondl y, in the study area, there arc un ma rri ed youn~ 

people (aged 18 years and above) who are claiming land, but did not ge t one. The fai lure to 

provide land for this category of people is .another problem which is principally observed in 

the implementation process. 

Another related problem with the land allocation process wa the quali ty of land and 

provision of farming equipments. In the resettlement plan outline, it is stated that: "all otment 

of lower than standard quality land, less desirable topography, or more distance from acce 

roads will be larger to compensate for [the] lower real va lue" (FORE, 2003 :10). In practice. 

however, farmers who complained for less quality of land were remained the arne with the 

others. According to some informants, the land \\'hich is all otted to them are large ly covered 
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with ve rti sols- black so il , which is also known a . ,l/ezega Merel, and it is \'ery di fi cLl lt ~ r 

the rese tt lers to easil y culti va te and ea rn more prodLl ti n. 

Rega rding the pro vi ion of farmin g eqLli l mellts. settl er ackn \ Iedged that they were 

prov id ed with some ag ri cultural too ls including an ox, and other materi als, suc h (I S, pl ough, 

shovc ls, forks, sickl es, and bu h knife . Il owe\'c r the problem lie ' on the di~tl ibut ion and 

co nsistency of the provision. Informants complained thilt th ere W(lS lack or sufficient 

provis io n and as a result many se ttler were exc luded fr m hav in g those ugricul ural tool s. 

(ie ncrall y, it is quite pos ible to argue that there is a wide gap be twcen the alil11i ni stl; lt ion 

pr inc ipl es pu t on paper and the ac tual practi ce in the s it e. /\ s to my understanding, these all 

prob lems are emanated from the unequalled wei ght I' the rese ttl emen t princip les on one hand 

und the relat ive rea lities in the locali ty n the ther. M re vc r the prob lem is acco l1lpuni ed 

with improper planning and superficial under tandi ng f rese tt lement is. ue 

4.1.3. Access to Social and Infrastructllr ~lI . rvi ccs 

Acco rding to Chri s de Wet (2004), resettlement oftcn goe. wr ng princ ipa ll y due to lac k I' 

proper inputs and hence lack of soc ial servi ces will give ri e t thc inev itable il1lpoveri hl1lent 

ri sks leaving resettlers worse-off than before. in th is regard, one or thc prcc nditi ons fo r 

succcss ful rese ttl em nt program is the ava il abil ity of soc ial se rvi ce such as educati on, health , 

rOil d, water, etc in the resettlement sites before relocatin g peop le. Therefore. provision or 
Illinimu lll in frastru cture is one of the key pri nciples ilnd approac hes in the current resd tlement 

plann in g. [n the resett lement plan oul line, it Wil S 5tJ cd as: 

MinimulII service standards and injraSIl'll ctlires shollld be established at 
least s imilar to [the settlers J original area based on th e prinClj)le that 
settlers should 1I0t exp erience a deteriomtioll ill sen'ice de!i" eIY (/n d that 
the reloca-tioll does 1I0t result ill " deteriorutioll ill sen'ice delive lY 
[amollg] host COlnlllllllities. Local hasl sho ll ld be able to take odl"{lIItage of 
new illfrastructures all a f ee-p ayin o basis. This lI'ill help 10 ovoid 
generat ion of cOllflict [in the resettlelllent site) (FDR E, 2003: 7). 

In the resettlement plan outline there is a visible ambiguity abou t the exac t measurement of 

what minimum service would be, and its mechan ism f del ivery to the rescttlcrs. In other 

wo rd s, the standard of service delivery and the po-- ib le measu rement of the Cl"\ icc were not 

mentioned. Nevertheless, what is indisputab le is that there are inadcq uate soc ial erv ices and 

infrastructural development at the study area . In the following sec ti on [ will pre ent the major 
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problems assoc iated with the deli very of s cial se rv ice and in ra. tructural de\,e lopment in the 

stud y area. 

4.1.3.1. Hea lth Ce nters 

Ba sed on my fi eld observa ti on and di cu sion held with J wi WO leda I kalth of"ii cc is alld 

rese ltl el·s . thel-e are inadequa te hea lth ce nters in all rese ttl emc nt vill :lgcs. 111 thc I vill al;cs, 

onl y t\\·o health ccntc rs wc re bui lt in Elala - endo and Weill lace Kchcks. '1 hesc hea lth posts 

have on ly two room. and two hea lth worker each with no ba :ic pr()" isions. 'I he health 

workers in bo th hea lth posts are all at ce rtifi ca te leve l (w hi ch arc c<l lbl hea lth e.\ tellsio n) and 

they are e.\pec ted to cover all wo rks atthc clini c. The remaini ng rese ttlemcllt vill ages ha\ c 110 

eve n such limited hea lth se rvice acce , In the fa ce of thi ' problem, rcseltl er. ha ve to tral'e l 

olll e 80-100 km to ge t access to hea lth se rvice at Jaw i to\\'n and or Jlaw i hos pit al. I:"cn ill 

Jaw i town the poss ibility of getting adequate medicati on i I w. As a res ult, most n.:se tlicrs 

are forced to go to pri vate pharmaeie and clinics, for wh ich they sh uld have to se ll tlH.: ir 

house utensil s. One resettl ers case with wh m I conducted in terview in private pharmacy 

support thi s fa ct as fo llows: 

Case-Four 

My name is Aschalew Yirega, 35 years old. My orig illal hOlll elalld is 
Sekela Woreda. 1'111 currently livillg ill a reselll ' lI/ elll sile called. 
Weiliblace Kehele, Slartillg F OIII III)' arrival 10 lI'elllhl(l('(', I (lml llly/olllil" 
have slIffe red fro lll repealed illlless, 

YOII kll O\\', Jawi is a hallie of differellt diseas!!s: IJIII \\'o!Ju(II /(/lari(l) (llId 
Iyplz oid are the 1II 0s1 dOll/inallt olles. Before Dill' 1110 \ '(' 10 this sile, th e: 
go vemlllellt Iwd prolllised to prol'ide us allY health rc/aled sen 'ice, /3111 

1I0W Ih ere is oll ly aile slII all buildillg with 11 0 qllolified heal" l worker alld 
adequate provisioll o/ lIIedicatioll. You fi ll d lII e ill this p ri\'ote pharlllacy. 
you know why'? It is due to theproblelll which i /ace fra il I lack o/ Il ledieill l! 
ill our Keble health post. 

Resettlers sa id that even in pri va te pham1acies, there are no proper medica tion and hence hey 

are always suffe ring fro m inadequate health se rvice. Regardi ng thi problem, olle r the 

Woreda hea lth officers have sa id that " the problem is not confin ed to our Woreda, it is a 

regional issue, and as well a nationwide problem. We are worki ng hard on how to prevent the 

overspread of different diseases, on the way looking for so lution from the regional and federa l 

government" . 
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The hea lth office r of the Woreda ha c nfirmed t me that th re , re t\\' addl iona l he(Jlth 

ce nters whi ch are currentl y under eonstructi n in B I11b luk and .'\\'awmp Kebd.:, Added to 

thi s, there are two hea lth ex ten ion that are currentl y d pl oy d in each rese ttl emcn \·ill ages. 

On th e whole. however, it is poss ible to ge neralize that there i ' inadelJua e health ,(,: 1\ icc and 

medi cat ion ill all resettl ement sites in ge neral and in the study are(J s in parti cular. 

4.1.3.2 . Ed uc at io)) 

Accordi ng to Jaw i Woreda Ed uca ti on Bureau, ther arc ab ut I prima ry sc hool, in I () ne\\ 

resettl ement sites. The other rese ttlers who arc found in two rese tt le men t sites h,\\'e no any 

ed ucational in stituti on and hence they arc forced to end thei r chil dren to the Il eal b: schoo l of 

another Kebele. The num bers of total student in the wh Ie re elt le lll ent \'illages ha ve 

currently reached 3355 of which, I 63 are male and 149 arc female. Neve rt heless, th ose 

pri mary schoo ls are built by the joint part icipation of b th the r settl ers and the host 

community. In this case, it is true that ed uca ti onal fac ilitie were n t c nstru cted ahe(Jd of the 

resettl ers arrival in the new resettl ement site Il ence, due t the ab ence of \\ ell furni shed 

educational classrooms in the resettlement site , in~ rmant and ~ cus gr up pa rti cipants 

recounted that their children, particularl y in 2004, were forced to attend cia scs unde r thc shed 

of trees and in open air. 

To date, those primary schools are found with no appropriate facilities and provI Sion of 

suffici ent educational inputs. For example, in Wemblace Keb le, there is a problem of 

classrooms, chairs, tables, library and books. Added to the e prob lems, there is lac k of 

sufficient teachers in the school. Furthermore, due to the absence of econdary school in the 

Kebe le, students who are above grade seven are forced to go to Jaw i town, which in tum 

results in additional expanses for house rent, transport, and food . 

4.1.3.3. Water 

Overall, there are 41 water pipes and two spring waters in all resettlement vi ll ages of Jawi 

Woreda. But, according to my informants, the number of these water points are not more than 

serving the number itself (meaning for the sake of saying there are this amount water well 

and springs). In other words, most of the water reservoirs are not full y functi onal and thi i 

due to the problem of hasty construction and lack of concern on the side of the pu lic. Bes ide 

this, there is a problem of safe drinking and potable water. 
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In th e con tex t of Wemblace and Bambluk Kcbele, r in tan e, culcr highly suffere r m 

shorta ge of wa ter. But this docs not ll1ean tha th ert! are n . ea, ona l an crcl1IlIal ri\'crs in he 

area, nor to say there are no government p n red wate r well nd spring wa tcrs . In line 

with thi s, a health wo rker in Wemblaee Kebe le aid : 

The problelll of wa l er ill Ih e slUdy ([r '([ / .1 1101 Ih e p rohlC'1II 0 fJIIIII/I/I), hilI IIh.I(,II(,(' 

of safe dr i ll ki llg IVa l er . as 1/I0S1 sprillgs are 1101 prOI 'e l ed. 1I/IlI1cd/lI/cl\. II /lit Ih (' 

COI/ /i llg of Ih e r eselller s. lit r e \Vel" 50 1/1 al/elllplS 10 prolecl Ih" ,1([1//1111/1111 O!llt ' 
\Vater pipes alld spring ' Ihrollg h lit e / )/,01'/5/01/ 'alon e IIrrellt/\ ,. hOIl ('I'''':' Ihe 
supp ly of calorie is lerlllillMed and a.1 (/ r eSlI l1 1110.11 peopl (' 111'(' /1.1('d 10 dn"k 
\VMer /lsi llg We!ICI -Agar . 

Another prob lem related to water pr \'ision i di stance water center ' from the re 'ett ler 

cOllllllunity. In Wemblace and Bambluk Kebelcs, I bsc rvcd women who WCllt I ng di 'tance 

from their pl ace of res idence to fetching centers. 

4.1.3.4. Road and Communication Infrastru ctures 

Another very essential component of oc ial and infrastructural erv i e In any devel pm nt 

projec t is the ava ilability of road and c mmuni ati n in fra tru ture . In other w rd , thc 

provision of socio-economic and infra tructural ervice t a IV n ciety ca nn t be rea lized 

unl ess there are well-connecting roads and cO ll1mu nica ti n ervI e . 

In the context of the study area, transport and cOll1muni ca ti n in fra structure req ui red ~ r the 

settlers have not been adequately constructed. Mo t re ett lement ite in Jawi W reda ca n 

onl y be access ible during the dry sea on. Thi s mea n that acce ibi lity of resettl ment ite 

dur ing the rainy season is very cumber ome. 

Even during the dry season, there is a problem of regul ar tran p rt sy tem that li nk 

settlement sites to the nearby towns (Jawi, Pawi, and Manbuk) . The only mea n f 

transportation which is used for settlers and other profe ional , such a , . teacher , hea lth 

workers, Agricultural Agents, Police, etc . during the dry season are trucks whi ch are u uall y 

referred to by the community as, Kolka/ea, According to my informant even tran portati on 

by Kolkoleas will start during December and then ends on May of each year. Thj s how that, 

resettl ement sites are only accessible for six months. 

Hence, the resettlement sites are unreachable except through \ Im ming I ca ll y named a 

Wanna, for the remaining six months (i.e, from June to 0 ember) and they are i olated fr m 

the Woreda town and other areas. The problem of thi lation ha man negati e 

consequences on the settler and in tum on the indigen u communi . In the fir t place a 
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site need regul ar delivery of market item , dru g, n ther nc c 

the rainy season is of bi g chall enge. In re pon c to the pr bl m 
itic . inacce ib ility during 

durin g the rainy season, mo t in formant 

necessiti es be fore the month of May. 

im p rt ing basic uppl ies 

ta cd hat they \ ill bu y and transpOlt their major 

In doing so, however, m st resett lers have till suffe red fr m h rtage f supp li es and basic 

prov isions. Of the worst prob lems enc untcrin g the resett lers during thc rainy season is the 

\V id espread problem of malaria and in tu rn the ,bscncc o f" I11cdica ti )11 . ·econtll )" . 

cOlllmu ni cat ion between the se ttler and their fam ili es in their h me () igin is not poss ib k: . In 

li ne with the issue lInder di cuss ion, nc or my informants ca e strengthens the above idea: 

Case Five 

My name is Be/ache ... v Tef era, 51 yeors old. f \\lOS hom (l lIrI 'I' ' \\I lip ill 

Gonche-Sonesie Woreda of Eo '1 Ijjolll . f calli e 10 JO \\li lVilh aI/ lily f alll il 
member in 2005. Durillg Illy arrival III)' arrival lVilh olh ' I' I' 'S ' III Irs i ll 

Jawi resettlemenl site, 110 road CO lIslrJ/ 'Iioll II 'OS COllrlll 'Ied OilS ' f/II ' lil ly. 
we were made 10 ell tel' 10 Ih e lI ew res ' 1I1elll ' III sil 'S 0 1 Ih I lilll I whell 
forests were bulldozed all d c1ear ' r/ j (H 0 111' lrallsporlalioll . Th I l/"IIck hy 
which we entered in to Ol.lr des fillatioll sil ' S, Iwd cross d a IIl1l11h Ir of larg' 
rivers and several vast rollillg hills,' alld 0 11 Ih e whol ' our jOllm 'y \\lOS f ill/ 
of trouble. Since our arrival ill Ih e area, we hav had a probl III of 
connecting roads and meallS of fro liS! orlalioll all/ ollg I"selllellleni viI/ages 
and the nearby towns. The ollly possibility fo r us to go 10 Jawi is by 
Kolkolea, (cargo cm). We kllOw that usillg Kolkolea as a means of 
transportation is very susceptible 10 accidellial dall ers bU I we have 11 0 

opportunity other thall usillg Kolkoleas or 10 \\'alk 0 11 fOO l. 

Regarding road related problems in the rese ttlement sites, the Woreda griculture and rural 

development offi cer has said that there \ViII be better oPPoltunity of road co n tructi n in the 

coming three years. Added to this the officer sa id "\Ve cann t deny the very problem of 

connecting roads among resettlement site and to Jawi town. But we h pe a ll the prob lem 

will be resolved with the recent road construction by the Amhara Water Conservation and 

Construction Organization (A WCCO)". As to my observation of the area, there i a new 

attempt of constructing roads from Jawi town to the resettlement sites. However, the new 

initiations in constructing roads are still time consuming and very compl ex in terms of the 

geographical landscape of the area (there are large ri vers and hills which mi ght su pend the 

road construction work). 
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4.1.3.5. Provision of Agricultural Inputs 

Prov ision of agri cultural inputs for rural hou ehold is ne 0 the \'ita l co mp nen ts rural 

devc lopme nt programs in Ethi op ia. In the re ea rch area, a atellite rural dC\'eloplllcn t office is 

ava il ab le whi ch fac ilitates agri cul tural extensi n t loca l fal111 Crs. Acco rding to Ja\\'i Worcda 

Ag ricul tu re and rural dcve lopment offi cer, thre agricultural agc nt s/pr()(c ssio nal ~ alc found in 

eac h rese ttl ement Kebe les. These agricul tural age nt are grouped in the rcspec ti\'c 

rese ttl ement Kebeles based on their profess i nal backgr un do l lencc, the threc ag ri cullLi ral 

age nts are from th e disc iplines of an ima l sc iencc, plant sc icncl: . and nilt ulal reSOllrCl: 

co nserva ti on andl11 <1 nagemen t. Therefore, the a sump ti on i tha t thcse agricultu ral agc nts \\'ill 

prov ide their ex perti se to the loca l fa rm ers in area of li ve t ek raising and medica ti on, crop 

prod ucti vity and natural resource con erva ti on and ma nagement. 

However, against the idea of the Woreda Agri culture and rural eve l pment offi cer, many 

inform ants at the grass root level confirmed me that there are n th ree agricult ural age nt s in 

their respec ti ve Kebeles . For instance in Wemblace and Bamblu k Kebe les I perso nall y found 

one agri cultural agent; and in AIi-Kurand Keble (over whi ch th indige nou" people in habi ted) 

no agricultural agent is found and as a result they are out of the regul ar I r vi ion of 

agricultural extension programs. 

With regard to the provision of agricultural input , in fo rmants elucidated that there are li mited 

supplies of fertil izer, seeds, and veterinary services etc ... The pro vision 0 f fcrti I i le I' and seeds 

are di stribu ted by Kebele cooperati ves th rough credit schemc. Gut one of thc drawback for 

such mode of prov ision is that there is inadequate supp ly of inpu ts in the respcct i\ 'e Kcbelc 

cooperati ves . Likewise, inaccess ibility of resettl ement site (particularly durin g summ cr 

season) for transportation and regular supervision by Woreda offi cials and other agricultural 

experts made the problem to be worsen. Despite the preva lence of ca ttl e di seases, ve tcrinary 

service are also absent in many of the resettlement sites. As a resul t l11any info l111ants 

confinned me that they are forced to go to Jawi to\\-n or otherwise to use their own traditional 

medication. 

4.2. Intra-Regional Resettlement in the Context of Differing Socio-Cultural 

and Agro-Ecological Setting 

The 1980s resettlement program, which is launched by the Derg regime, \Va strongly 

criticized for its forced and inter-regional resettl ement approac h (Zelalel11 , 2004: 75). 
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Furthennore, the resettlement progra b . . 
m seem to e Ine cc I 'e, un uccess ul, and con Idered 

to be a poten tial ca use of inter-eth'c fl' b 
111 con ICtS etwee n the r ett led people anti the hosts 

(Pankhru st and Piouet 2004 '1 3) I 't fl ' _ 
b , ' . n Spl eo t le pa st ex penen~e , the LP Rf) I' g< verIlmcn t had 

envisaged a new resettlement program, i. e. Int ra-reg i na l re ettl cmen t progra m frt 111 200J-

2008 . In thi s new program, it was intended to attai n food ec ri ty for many people who suffcr 

rro m food se lf suffi ciency. 

One o f the major issues whi ch received huge propaganda b:. the go vernmcn t mcdia \\ as that 

th e resettl ement program is purely intra-regiona l. In thi s ea-c. the rcsc tt lemc nt ini tiati\ c was 

sa id to be a way of mov ing people from the ame ethni c, li n,; ui ,ti c, and cultum l backgloulH I. 

In add itio n to thi s, the gove rnment has trongly argued that nc ncw resc tt lc mcIll proglaIll ha s 

so methin g to do with the upholding of the cio-cultura l fabric f the rcse tl ie rs and thc host 

and in tllm to minimi ze inter-ethnic conflict. There is n d ub t that a rese ttl cment pr gra m 

wh ich is launched with in a relati ve ly simil ar agro eco l gi al envir I1m ent <.I nd S cio-cultura l 

fab ri c of both the sending and receiving areas are ve ry cond ucive ~ r the ' uccess of the 

resettl ement program . 

By taking all the arguments of the intra- regional resettl emen t di course, the J\mhara Regional 

Government had embarked on the resettlement program within it regional telTit ry. The ase 

in point is the area over which this study was conducted (Jawi resettl cment ite). J\ alrcady 

desc ribed in the preceding chapters, both the resettlers and the ho t com munity arc fr m the 

sa ille rcg ion i. c. Amha ra Region. Neve rtheless, except the re,; ioll al he loll gi ngness of the t\\ () 

groups to the sam e region, they are different in many way. 

The first point of di sparity between the two communi ties lie on the ir ethno-cultura l 

background. There is no doubt that both are different in he ir identity markers. Both th e 

resettl ers and the host communities are fro m cu lturally. lingui sti ca ll y. and climatica ll y' 

different areas. Similarly, both the resettlers and the host communities have got differen t rOml 

of long es tabli shed social institutions, which were diminished in the new rese ttl ement contex t. 

Moreover both communities have different customs, traditions, belief y tem and sen e o f , 

spiri tual ties . 

Having all these ethno-cultural differences, both rese ttlers and the h t people confirmed that 

their interaction in social and economic spheres of their life i very diffi ult. In ome ca e , 

these ethno- cultural differences are also considered as the major our e of conflict between 

the two groups. Particularly, at the initial period of their contact, both community informant 
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e lucidated that there was a fra gile form of relati ol1 11 ' b tl I Ip e ween t 1e re ell d pe pic and the 

host cO llllllunity. Strengthenin g thi s idea, one of the loca l in ~ n11a nt: said : 

UpOIl lh e arri val or r e"eltlel's' 1',1 ) . '. . / / II . . . . 'J J ( III VI CIlII I)" lI'e /(/I 'e I I<! pro) ('III oj 
IlItegratlOlI wllh Iheir way of l ife. £I 'e ll / rell/ elllher Iho l hOlh Ihe n'sl'lI/t'~/ 
p eople alld lh e illdigell olls COlI llIl/lllil,' /wd difji 'II/I) ' (weI' II/U III ' eOll llllOIl 
issues such as, bllildillg of p llblic service celll ' rs. '/ also weI! ' I' ' II/elllha 

thai we !lad a prob lell/ of IIl ili::i llg Ihese COII/IIIOII pllblic .I' ' ITi " .I' SCll/lIg 
together alld there were f r eqllelll III is II II deI'S 10 lIr1illgs of coch Olh 'I' III1r1a 

differ ellt cirCIIIIISIa IlCes. Th e major r easolls which se ' lIIs 10 h(/l 'e 

cOllt rib uted for Ollr IIl1ceriailll ies (Ire / Ihillk: II 'e (res'lIlers (/1/(/ Ihe 

illdigell ous p eople) are differelll i ll Ihe 10llg lllll;es Il'e speak, Ihe rlil'/{Il') , 

!wbil \\Ie have, Ihe subsistell ce aCl il'ilY Ive pl'(l clic' (II/(/ i ll /1/(//1), Ol/n;r 
ways. 

Secondly, the ways in which the rese ttler people were made to rese Ul e in Jaw i re. cllicl11 cnl 

site see ms paradoxical. This is simply because part of the rati na l for re eltlel11 cnl was to 

create soc io-economic integration with the I ca l pe pIe. II weve r, the ways by whi ch thc 

re ettled people and the local communi tie are aclmin i tered at the I ca l leve l eem to have 

created sepa rate identities. The loca l co mmu niti es are ad mini stered eparately fro m thc 

resettlers. This in turn, provided the contex t for the c n tructi n r b unclarie betwcen tw 

groups of people in the area, Self-identification and stereotyping were clevel ped thr ugh 

their separate administrative units in the area. As a result they did not have strong and proper 

community village institutions and lack both religious and secular mutual a ocia tion . 

The third major variation which is very explicit in the tudy arca i the agro-ccological 

differences that exist between the sending and rece iving arca Thc difrerenc bct\\'ecn thc 

eco logical environments of the areas of origin of resett lers and the re ettl ement area has 

created major challenges for resettlers adaption and in tum the host population livclihood 

strategy. The resettlement scheme in the area has brought resettler from highland to 

co mpl<~ tely different location, the lowland. Hence, Jawi lowland is les hospitable and making 

the highlanders adaption to the new area more difficult. Concomitant to thi , one of my 

informant, Ato Yimer Aragaw whose place of origin is from Sekela Woreda has bitterl y said : 

"mekomyachen essa!, mekemechachen essat, lIIegnetachen essat yehol/ ebel bota la), amleto 

askellltonaf', Literarily translated as "we are living in the area where our setting, ta nding, 

and sleeping places are fire". Therefore resettlers encountered physica l and mental di ffi culties 

in adapting to the new lowland environment. 
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On the whole I ca n argue that the re ettlement pr gram l·n J ' ·1 I I d · • an I merel in lra-

regional because of the onl y reason that b th the resett led nd the host peo Ie are rom the 

same regional terri tory (A mhara Regional State). In rea lity, the pr ram I 110 dif eren rolll 

the in ter-regiona l resettl ement approach in integra ing dif crent pe pie with iffcrcl1 t etil no­

cultural and agro-eco logical environment. 

4.3. Implications of th e Rese ttl ement Prooram to th 11 ettl ers 

4.3.1. Adoptin g to the New Environment and Mo d of Li v lih ood 

Despite the largely preva iling challenge, faced the rese tt ler are currentl y adap ting to the 

soc io-economic and physica l environm ent f the rca, n the way sh \V ing grea t in teres t in 

contro lling key natural resources such a land and ea h in ome ec n my. In the urrcnt Ja\Vi 

lowland context, resettlers livelihoods are ba ed n both agricultural and n n-agri cultural 

income generating activities. The dominant agricultu ral ac ti vity in the area i r p pr lu cti n 

and there is little in terest in animal hu sbandry. Thi is mainl y be au f the prevalence of 

animal di seases. Likewise, due to lack of any kind f irri gati n cheme, no fan11 er reportee! to 

have been involve in irriga tion activities . To ha\·e a better und r tanding f the acti vit ie. 

performed by the resettler people in the area, I will di cu each eco n mi ac ti vity as foll ow . 

4.3.1.1. Crop production 

In the area, farmers grow both food and cash crops. The main ~ d cr p ar rghu m, finge r 

mi ll et, maize, where as cash crops produced mainl y for exc hange includc esa me, grounci nut, 

and niger-seed. In this case, the live lihood of the ertler farmer depends up on the crops they 

produce both for consumption and exchange . Settler fanner who have better access to 

different agricultural inputs and labour force have strongly enhanced their househ Id 

·production and in tum diversified their annu al produce. TIle produce of such fan11ers is al 0 

abundant so that they use it both for consumption and for generati on of on-fan11 income that 

will be used for further improvement of their livelihood. 

Settlers cultivate diverse crops in their field s. In their culti va ti on more attention is given to 

food crops basically for home consumption in order to avoid the ri sk of purchasing food crop 

from the market. 
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4.3.1.2. Livestock Rearing 

li\'cli h d and inc me genera ting Livestoc k rea ring is one of the most imp 11ant mean 0 

activiti es in the study area. However, excep t the pr vi i n f ne ox per household du ri ng 

their arri va l to the new rese ttlement site, eltl er havc c nfimled th . t the c uld not bri ng 

their li ves tock from their home origin nor ab le to h ve m, n)' cattl e in Jnw i lowland . 

The major reaso n mentioned by infomlant for n t c ming \\ ith thei r cn ttle to the rese tt leme nt 

site and not to ha ve currently more cattle in the area i duc to the di stance f the resl: tt icillent 

site from their home origin and the prevalence of ani me I di ea es respec ti ve ly. 

Howeve r, resettler farmers though they are su ffering from lowln nd a ll ima I diseases such ns 

trypanosomi as is, they are currently owning some xe n, donkey, c ws nnd g alS. There is no 

doubt that the livestock sub-sector in the area detenllines thc li ving c nd iti n f the ellier 

farmers because it provides them with draught power, food, ea h, tran p rtati n and dun ' . In 

additi on to thi s, animals are kept as saving and insurance a cd in the event f hard 

times and occurrence of unexpected disaster. H wever, many 'ett lers hav n adequa te 

number of livestock population, which could pre umably be ca u ed by the pr va lence f 

animal disea ses and lack of veterinary services in the area. 

Due to the spread of cattle diseases, lack of grazing land and changes in cc I ica l 

environment, many informants are changing the way they u ed to pi ugh in their home ri gin . 

During the time when they were in their origin, almo t all re cttl cr Carmer were pi w 

cultivators mainly using pair of oxen. But now they arc inno\'ati ve enou gh t u c d nkcy fo r 

ploughing, which are less prone to trypanosollliasis attack, loca ll y named a gel/die, in 

compari son to oxen and provide multiple services to the household. In ex plaining the u e 

and multiple functions of donkey, one of my key inCormants said that: 

Before we come to this dry and hot area, we are no/ yet accustomed to 
donkey driven ploughing. However, because of the prevalellce of allilllol 
disease and lack of grazing land in the area, we happened to use donkey as 
a basic asset of our fanning household. Using donkey for our fa rming 
household has enabled us to obtain several fLill ction . Firstly, it is //lore 
resistant to gendie (trypanosomiasis dis ease), and can plow longer 
hour than oxen. Secondly, we use it not only Jar ploughing purpose 
but also serve as pack animal and used Jar trading and oth er relat d 
purposes. Finally, donkey demand lesser care and Jodder than ox 11 . 
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4.3.1.3. Petty Trade 

Settl ers have also began to practice petty trade. In ,h i ar . the market. 0 cmr s ha e ke 
role in the farm er's li ve lihood. Since Jawi lowland 1- r, V llrab le 

I, or grow ing cnsh crops such 
as ground nut se ame and niger-seed nl a r . lb ' . , , , ny lamle ) 1 e ega n 0 engage In the pr du ct Ion 

and selling of thi s items. Some others have also pr uce and ale home-made fn st ['oods such 

as bisc ui ts and some coll ect and sa le firewo d to the: nea rby vill nge rs O il the main lOad . 

Likewise, some have small and muit ipurp se sh . 'i where b th home-made and industri al 

outp uts such as, suga r, edible oil , soa p and salt n~;2 s id . )thels have also began ope lating 

co tta g industri es, some make or repa ir cl the, s me ther began to perform eve n long 

distance trad ing as fa r as the headquarter of the W rc!da, Jaw i. Para llcl t these acti iti es there 

are also wide interes ts in the es tablishment of mallt IV n and n( uri shin I (' busines ' ce nt ers 

such as small shops, coffee houses and private clin ics. I [owever ne I' the press in I 

cha ll enges fac ing the resettlers as well as the loca l e pic in practic ing th i - trading ac ti ity is 

absence of appropriate transportation service and acee t market ce nters. 

Overall , many settler informants stated that th y are current ly engaging in different incO Ill (; 

generating ac tivities and so that they are striving for ensuring th ir ~ d e urity tatu . 

Similarl y, the Woreda Food Security Offi ce (FSO) al 0 revea led that the num ber I' res ttl cd 

farmers who are showing food security status ~ r the la t ix year ha h wn grater 

increment. According to one of the expert of the office, the u ua I ta ndard I' measu rem nl ~ r 

food security and graduation of resettler farme rs i he ca paci ty of a fann er to ca rn 4200 birr 

pe r yea r. However, food securi ty is a broad and fl exib le c ncept. elKOl11pa ing i sues related 

to access, qu antity, quali ty and sustainabili ty of food -upp ly. Thus increa ing ~ od pr duction, 

supp ly and sufficiency at broader levels does no nece aril y en ure th at each and every 

individual is food secured. 

4.3.2. Challenges Faced by the Resettler People 

Cemea (1 993) noted that during resettlement in a new environment, the di placed could 

experience increased morbidity and mortality. Simila rly, Mathur in Te faye (2007: 125) al 

stressed, "involuntary resettlement no doubt happens to be the imm ediate cau e I' the 

ha rdships to the affected people, but much suffering goe to the di placed people in the ne\ 

environment. " In this case, the change in environment and immediate relocation of ell ier in 

new places can exposed them to several challenges and predicament . 
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Therefore, the intra-regional resettlement pr ram 

cha ll enges to the resettled people. Primaril y, Jawi i 
h re ulted in e el I 

rca and it is much hot l:r 

than the temperate hi ghl ands where many f re cttler ri ginated . I\ ccording to 1l1~ 

in form ant s, the un fa vourab le cli matic c nditi n I'n tile I I d I . I I \ an 1an! I\!S U t\!l In e .\ ceS~ I\ 1: 

morta lity due to hea lth problem and ma ln utri ti on .. lany re cttl er with \\ hom I conduc tl:d 

fo cu group d isc ussion and in-depth in terv iew ha e bitterl y com plained abou t th l: 

inhospitality of the environment. Due t the high emp rature the area, hou ses arc built 

uSIng round grass roofs with the wide op n wall . In strengthening thi s idea e()\\ k~ 

(197 I :99) sa id " Houses in Jaw i lowland are round with 'ra S I' fs. Ill: '<l use 01 the heat th l: 

wa ll s a re very open, and not usually mudded. They hav n euca lyptus wood, and 11 '1 1111/1(//(/ 

and Way ra trees are used for hou e bui ldin g". And thi s h ws that rese ttlers arc living 111 

poorly constructed houses in relation to their house in h meland. 

Secondly, the gradual dec line in the ferti li ty f th land had r ated ee lin ' S 0 insecurity 

among the resettled population . Aec rdi ng to my int rviewees and ~ cu gr up participants. 

the ex pectations they have from what they w r t Id and the rea lity in the rese ttlemcnt site 

were quite different. They also stre ed that had they kn wab ut the type f land ea rlicr, they 

would not have come to Jawi. According to my ob ervati n in Wembl ac and 8ambluk 

Kebeles, most of the land that the resettlers had been allotted i under c n tan t de rada ti n 

and erosion. Basically, the decline in the fertili ty of the land re lat d t the pr blcm f 

identification of the rese ttl ement site. Thi i becau e the re etti emcnt ite f the study area 

are enomlously covered by verti sols- black so il , which th I ca l pe pic ca ll le:ega mere/. 

And it is known that black oil is ve ly usceptible for degradati 11 and gradual crack ing 

Likewise, this type of soil is ve ry di fficu lt to culti vate and unsuitable for farming. 

Thirdly, the rate of morbidity and mOl1ality among the resett led pe pie and their li\'e tock 

was very high . In line with this, Tesfaye (2007: 126) ha' noted that "Jaw i low land i kno\\ n 

for the prevalence of two maj or diseases, Gelldi (Trypano omi as i ) which affec ts the 

livestock and Woba (malaria), which affects the people". It is therefore ery hard for the 

resettled people to withstand these dual problems, i.e. human and li ve tock di ea e . De pite 

these problem resettlers have no appropriate health service in their re pecti ve Kebele . a 

resu lt they are usually forced to go about 50 to 100 Km di stance to find b th human and 

animal health centers. 
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Fourthl y, resettlers have severely experienced ial di ruption ( erne. 20 ). 
Becau se resettl ement takes place in the contex t f ,. d '., ' Im p e P,lll ,t1 cha nge hat in\ohes 
people havi ng to move from one settlement area t ano th d . I ·' .. 1 • er an In 0 \ es .lu,lptHln to ne\\ land 
and new communiti es that require people I de el 

Finall y, since the intra-regional program i des igned t fa me categOl: of the soc iety, i e 

the youn g, it has brought about the brea k-down of fam ilie . indi cated III the rese ll k mcllt 

ad mini stra ti on, those targe ted re ettlers for the rese ttlemen t program ale landkss, food 

insec ure, hea lthy, young ad ult , and p a ant fa rmer ca pab le f prod ucing enou gh I:COIHlIl1 lC 

Produ cti on in the new resettl ement I·tes . tl t f tl . f' I ., n 1e op 0 11 , m st t1e _(JO leSl: tt lel \ III thl: 

study area were male although ome women h ad pa rti cipate I. As a Icstilt then.: al c m;ln y 

people, such as elders, women household head , and unh althy indi vidual s \V h l left be hind 

the resett lement program. [n thi s ca e, Michael ernea' (2 0: 0) concept of 'so 'ia l 

disa rticulation' is a key concept fo r the ex planati n f the is ue under di .cuss i n. ccordin' 

to Cernea, " forced displacement tear apalt the ex i ting ial abric. It di sappeal s and 

fragments communities, di mantle pattern of s cial r 3ni zati n and interpersonal ti CS . 

kinship groups become scattered as well". The re ~ re, the re ettl cl11 ent pr gram in the stud y 

area has affected the very family and social organization fthe re ettl d pc pic. 

4.4. Implications of the Resettlement Program to the Host ommunity 

4.4.1. Increasing Pressure on the Livelihood R e ourec of the Ku l 

The national rese tt lement poli cy recogni zes that the indigenous people shall not he kept 

outside the main stream of the rese ttlement ac ti vities. In thi s regard. full cOllsu ltatioll, 

part icipation, and consent of the indi genous people for the re ett lement pr gram \\ as 

considered as important as the rese ttlement und <t rtaki ng itself. Therefore any rcsc Icmell t 

program which is launched for the pos ible remedy of the s cio-economic problem of a gi\ cn 

society should have to consider the possible development or benefit of the recei ing area anL! 

in tum the indigenous community. With regard to this idea, Wood ( 177:40) ha al 0 argued 

that a given host community should benefit from resettlement program in ari u way uch 

as, from the social services extended for the resettlers and other in fra lructural de el pmen t . 

However there are abundant bad resettlement experience in thi pia and el e here in the , 
world which causes indigenous people to live in socio-economic marginali za tion. In hi 

research among the Pawi resettlers and the host people, i.e. the 
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Zelalem (2004: 128) has earnestly referred the h t pe pIe 

fo llowing statements: 
"unn icc se r .. with he 

First, ill cOll7pariSOIl \Vith the ('elll , ' I I I 
. .. " .J CI , 10SlS 1II 11y rJ ' c I(I ro(' lel"l:ed liS 
invIsible vlctllns because II e I · . ,( I I ' 

. I ~ ) 11 0 1111 S ') (I all 'r s (/ispl(l Celllell l does 
1I0t In volve spectacular lII ass lIIigrol iOIl alld fo ils 10 (1111"11("1 lIIedlCl (l lId 
PUb/IC altelltioll. Secollr/. durillg the sel lioll of I' 'sell lelllell i S il L'S, Ihe 
gell eral telldell cy has [" eell 10 . ,' I . 

. J pel elve I Ie lI ell' 0 1'('(1.1' (IS .\·1111I('1e ll ll)' 
abllllrlalli III resources 10 accolllllloi/al ' addiliollol /IO/JII 1(1 II (;,"1 TlIII.; .. 
resettlelll ent authorilies alld dO llors have I' ' llw ill 'd 11/1I1'illlII!!, 10 

ackllowledge thaI reselllelll elli COli illcllr risks 10 Ih ' lowl p('ople 7111'n/, 

jar practical reaSOIl S, //lOllY research ,s grOl 'i{(Jle to eO.l' ily ji lll der! pl'Oje('ls 
alld \Vldely recogllized problellls 

In the research area context, there are se\'eral immedi, lc and lon g- term crfCc ts of th ~ 

re se ttl ement program on the livelihood ba c f the indi gen us Kul. i people . As is already 

menti oned earlier, the resettlement sites in wh ich the resett ler pc pIc IVcrc l11ade t rescttlc is 

confined to twelve Kebeles. What is impres ing here i that th e l\ resettlcmcnl Kcb ' l . 

(Wemblace and Bambluk), for example, are already inhab it d y the Ku lsi pC(l pl~ . In thi s 

case, the land resources of these two Kebele , whi ch ar urrcntl y inh:lb itcd by lh ~ rcsett lc !" 

peopl e, were served as the livelihood base of the h t e mmunilY. II wever, du c 1 lack o f 

proper participation and full consultation of the ho t community , largc numbers f in Ii en us 

people find themselves suddenly deprived of their resource base. 

The history of land appropriation of the host community in Jaw i lowland wa ccurred in 

three consecutive periods. The first two period of land appropriation of the indigenous 

peop le by the Amhara Regional Government wa mentioned by Tcs[aye (2007 : 127-1 29) . 

The first round of direct land appropriatioll look place ill J 997, IVhell the 
AI-Mesh commercial farm took 3000 hectares of lalld frO Ill the local 
people. According to local informanls, whose lall ds were takell alVay by 
the AI-Mesh, nobody was given compensation f or the lost land .. . .... .' Th e 
second round of land approprialion took place ill onjllllction with the 
resettlement of the displaced people from East Wollega zolle of idda 
Kiremu Woreda to the area ill April 2001.. .. . Th e ANRS 01 0 fai l d to 
compensate for cultivated land expropriated from the local people. As 
such, the resource rights and entitlements of the local people were 

violated. 

The third and probably the biggest land appropriation of the loca l pe pie occurred bet\ ee n 

2004-2008, when the Amhara Regional Government ha re ettl ed 600 I h useh Id in Ja\ 

lowland. Therefore, continues encroachment and land appropriati on ha been cau ing ad er 

effects by increasing the pressure on land resources of the Kul i. ln due pr e , the 
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indigenous people have been facing evere tr s in tryin t m In 31n hei r I n re urces 
and system of natural resource management ba c 

The resettl ed people have different farm ing and tenure y tems TI ' I . . . ley arc p ow cu lti va tors and 

need clear fi eld plots suitable for the pi wing \\ i h xcn r xcn. ' j heir fi el pl ot arc 

pre pared clean by cutting and up roo ting the tree r I 
I I r sm t 1 plowing. n the ther 

hand, the fanning and tenure system of the Kul si are hift ing culti atio n which is di erent 

fro m that of the resettlers. Hence, the co nstant cutt in and de tructi n r fo re. ts by resettl er 

for plow ing has series consequences on thc Ku lsi. The honey c Il ecti oll fi eld and bi g tl ees 

which th ey used for beehives, hunting-ga thering area- , and othcr c 1ll111 ( n lands and res urces 

have been seve rely affected. The pre ure n the ' re t al ca used sh nage of Wo( d fOi 

medi inal and ri tua l I lants. constructi on of houses and fence s, househ Id u , an 

Generally, both gradual and rapid encroachment prc ure n the land re urce f the Ku lsi 

ha s increas ingly continued unabated even today by everal int re t )roup f nei 'hb uring 

hi ghl anders, in ves tors, immigrant farm er , and othe earching ~ r pp rtuniti es. t present , 

land reso urces in Jawi are leased to in ve to r wi th ut genu in parti cipati n f the 

communities as well as without detailed oc io-cultural, ec n Ill IC agr n mlc and 

environmental studies. This allocation of land r source to in ve t rs with ut thr u h 

investigation has been causing series consequences on the environm ent and the li ye lih d f 

the indigenous people. 

4.4.2. Internal Dynamics of the Host Peopl e 

Resettlement involves spatial change, in which, thi in turn in vo lves change in the pattern of 

peoples' access to resources, invol vement in larger and more heterogene us re ettl ements a 

well as into the wider structure (De Wet 2004:55-56). In such contex t, re ettlement is often 
. . 

accompanied with changes in land use and land tenure, problem of co mpetiti on over resource 

(access having been altered and often diminished), and negotiation of politi ca l leadership all 

demanding people to develop a new set of relationship (Ibid). 

In the case of Jawi resettlement site the host people found themselve in place that are quite 

different from pre-resettlement period and have to adapt to new soc ial, ec nomic, and natu ral 

environments. This situation challenges beliefs, \"alues, knowledge technol gy exchan e 

systems, and many other aspects of their lives, includ ing their re ogniti n and use f natural 

resources. 
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In almost all areas which experience encr ach lne t n pre ure, 
occ urring in the shifting culti vation ho ney c Il ec' h . 

, I n un tlll 

tr mendou . ch nge has been 

-ga thel ing ano 0 her \\ a~ of 
their livelihood. The Kul si in thi s contex t are forced t re tri ctecJ to \·cr. ~ mall h,JllJt.lh 
and small plots of land. 

In order to cope up with the dec line of their forme r livelih d man he Kul si ha c he~lI ll 

makin g renting land arrangements \\'ith the re eltler . e ~ re the arrival of sta te spollsored 

resettl ers in the area land renting arrangement wa n tau h b er ed in a 'l gO J()lI S Iltall nel 

In other words, there were rare experiences r land renting a'reemen ts bet\\ een the 1( )La l 

people and spontaneous resettlers. However, the in fl ux f the re elllcd pce pi e in the area flOl11 

2004-2008 has bee n identified to be a dramatic epi ode in the way by , hi ch the peo ple in the 

area shared and exchanged the producti ve re ource , notab ly 1Iiti va Ie land . /\ cc rdin ' to Ill )' 

key informants, an estimated one hec tare of land i r nted- ut in kind r cash for onc 

cropping season in exchange for 500-800 birr. However the term r arrangcment va frol11 

one area to the other. 

The pressure on land resources ha s in troduced changing per epti n in thc \vJ1 crship If land 

fro m a type of fully communal to an indi vidually oriented tenure system. This type of 

transformation is manifested in two ways. The first one is thr ugh land rental arran 'cmcllts. 

Before the coming of resettler farmers to the area, the Kul i had never pra ti e land rcntal 

arrangements and so that they used their land for their mall ale agricul tural prac ticc 

through communal ownership. But recentl y with the coming f rcse ttler to hc arca they 

bega n to lease their land and hence they started to ba rga in, ith r sc ttler at indiv idu al ha ~e. 

Such barga ining for land rental agreements over years has resulted in a J1 r indi "idlldl 

based ownership of land. The second sign of tran fo mlati on in the land tenure ys tcm 0 the 

Kulsi can be expressed through di sputes over land . In other word , the increa ing pressure 

over land and other resources, made the Kulsi to confront with re ettler and even among 

themselves. Hence, such form of confrontation over land has ga e ri se to a rt f land 

possession at individual base. 

Furthermore, the constant influx of ' illegal ' settlers together with tate pon red re eul er 

had adversely affected the other components of their livelihood, uch a h ney c II cc tion. 

gathering and hunting. Kulsi informants in Ali-Kurand Kebele explained that due 

population pressure on the forest resources, the availability of honey t oile t be 

the 

In the past, the Kulsies had collected a good amount of honey fr m the , ild eehi e t' ice a 
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yea r o ften in October and March. Wi ld h ney an t nl their ur c subsi cncc bu t II 
was also their main source of cash fo r exchangin the r item . 

Sim il arly, thc seasonal hunting and ga thering ac ti ity by the I ca l pcop lc IS uil1l1l l1sh illg fl OIll 
time to time. As it was described in the I re d' h . . ee IIlg c apters, the I nul ge nou ~ pcopit: ;II C 1..1l ()\\ Il 

for their hunt ing and ga thering ac ti vity. In thi s rega rd tile r t , I I' I . 
I I re S \\ CI l: 1C ca ll Ill ;! SOIl ICC ... 0 1 

food. Va rious types of antelopes, buffa los etc. were me thc gamc ,1Ilimals used fIll food 

by the Kul si in Jaw i. They also use ga thered plan ts r vari u purp ses . I hc lOots, b l\'cs ,lllll 

fr uits of wil d plan ts we re used a food, medi cine, and r beau tifi ca tioll . 

eve rtheless, it is very inevitab le to see ome of th iti c hallgc~ or illtcrnal dyll <l IllH': s 

whi ch have happened to the indigenous pe pie. In th i re ard, the find illgs in th is pa pel did 

not conclude that all the intemal dynamic which have happened t thc indi ' CIlOlI S pcoplc is 

uniformly nega tive . There were several po iti ve outcomes ~ r thc recci in J locali ti es as a 

result o f the ini tiation of the resettlement cheme in thc y ar 2004 -2 . I' irst, the Kul si t;lk e 

their interac tion with resettlers as opp rtuni ty to lea m and hare Illany im polt ant IeSSOIl S. 

pa rt icularl y fa rming. They feel that they have lea rned many thing fr III the esetl it:l s. 

Accord ing to these informants, they have leamed techni ques f fa min ' and ma ny ther 

th ings. In the preceding chapters, it is discussed that hunting-ga therin , and shi ft in culli ali n 

were traditionally predominant mechanisms of subsistence. But n w there is a raclua I hangc 

in adopting new ways of subsistence mechanism and hence me Ku l ie arc bccoming 

intens i ve fa rmers and produce more crop both for food and ca h cr p. dded t ) th is. 

agricul tura I ex tension workers gi ve them constant counsel i ng on how to wi se ly lISC thci I 

produce for subsistence and overcome seasonal food shortage. 

Second , as a result of the involvement of the government to pr vide the required ervices for 

the resettl ers, the previously neglected lowla;ld area of Jawi and the Klil i pe pi c managed to 

attract increased focus and attention of the govemment. This was accompanied by res urce 

flows into the area, although these were primarily aimed at benefitin g the re ett le r . Thi d, the 

host people made use of the new social, physical and public service that ame \ ith the 

resettlement. Fourth, resettlement also facilitates the process of urbanizati n a a re ul t I' the 

development of trade and market. For instance, Wemblace and Bambluk \ ere fi r t ettl el11ent 

sites but through time they emerged in to service towns and many indigenou eo Ie nd 

settlers are now obtain some important items in these emerging town . 
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4.5. 1 mpact of the Resettlement Prog ram on th e 

Conse rvation 
nvir 11111 nl a nd our 

Thc impact of resett lement on envir nmcn t and na tural re urce cnnsc alion has becn 

vigo rously disc ussed by di fferent sc h lar at di 'c rent li mc. For e ample, ' uddel III 

Wo ld ese lassie (2004: 170), explains the adve r e e "Cl r rc cltl elllclll h . " n t c cn"" I1mcnt 
based on his long-te rm socio-a nthrop logical re c re h n thc K rib<J rcsclllemcnl sc hcme in 

Za mbia Va lley as follows: 

1\1y own research highligllls IIi e speed \\'ilh wliicli rI 'l'cIIJPIII('I/ ( il/rllIl'(, / 
resettlement call cause ell virOlllll ellul d 'ror/a(iOIl 1\ Ii ' 1/ poplI/alioll 
densities exceed the carrying capo it)' ~ IIi e /olld IIlIrI 'r e\i.l'ling .1')'.1'1 ' 111.1' of 
lalld and water use .... Today, wltat was . . rill 1'1)' a 11' 11/- 1' 'g 'tOl ) / SOI'OI IlIC/Ii 
woodland looks like a degraded aheliall Iw/)iw( Oil Iii ' /" () Iii . 
Sahara. Occurring within a single gell r Ilioll , tli is (ra ilS orlllo tion I 0.1' Iii • 
worst-case of environmental degradalioll . 

Simi lar to Scudder's experience in Kari ba , Woldc ela ic (2 2: 172-175) in hi rc' 'a rch in 

Metekel, also explains the adverse effec t of the l O re ettl cl11 cl1l n thc cnvir I1I1lCl1t as 

follows: 

.. ... the increased population density b011t by th r selll rs all t tIp inflllx 
immigrants has dramatically increased pressure on th natural p sourc 
base in the Beles Valley resettlemelll scll 1'/1 area. 111 additiOIl to Iii , 
increased competition f or natural resources, the diffi r lit rivalill a rill ill 
system of the highland resettlers (pIaII' II/tivatioll) aga illst tliat 0 Iii I 

alltochthonous GUI1IUZ (i ll I egra I sli iftillg II/t il 'a lion) , aggravated the 
da maging environmental cOllsequence. Larg · areas of fo resls ha ve heen 
indiscriminately cleared, accelerating soil erosioll . extingllishing the jloru 
and Jauna and creating an imbalance all tlie ecosystelll oj Ihe 01' a, 1\ hi h 
was originally covered with a dense . orest oj hWll boo alld oth r tree 

species. 

In line with the fa cts presented in Scudder 's and Wolde elassie's argumen t, 'the inlra rcgi nal 

rese ttlement scheme which is largely accompanied with increa ed populati n den i b th by 

the resettlers and 'illegal' settlers has dramatically increased pre ure on the natu ral re our e 

base of Jawi lowland. As discussed earlier, resettlement under the PRDF i part r the rural 

development policy, poverty reduction and Food ecuri ty tra tegy (F ). H \ e er, n 

serious concern has been given about the impact of re ettlement on the en ir nl11ent and 

resource conservation. 
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In the area, my informants told me that there wa d 
. un app nalur I rc I \'cra ' C "hleh had 

never bee n cleared before the com mencement r Ihe I 
re Cll emenl I gr m. ddi li nail " Ihl: 

un tapped natural forest and land resource were pr ICC led by Ihe indi gen u. copk 11 ~ 11l" 

II \ ing i Ihc 111 in 'll .lleg of lalld II L' 
practice and used for centu ri e by the Kul i and i Ihe m I \vI'd"ly '(1 

thci r traditional ecologica l knowledge. F r in I nee 

'" u pted elt ililY budd"," 
tec hniques traditionally prac ticed by the pe pic. The practice arm in ' r Ihe indl gl:lloll s 

peo ple is s lash and burn coup led with continual shifting t nc\\' pi t when the land IS Illlc stl:d 

with weeds and the fertili ty of the soil dec lined ~ rcing Ihe ul si I mo e in t allothl: l plil cL' 

in search of virgin or recovered fert ile ground , 

The first step which is used to establi h new pi land r farming i. I cut do\\ 11 the bl ).! 

trees 0 f the field during the dry season. The proce s i ca li ed K ' II 'Ii , r KOIl '/10 , \ hich mea 11 , 

a cleared new plot of land in the Awngi language, In the ~ rth min I rainy a. n 'laSSl:S 

grow over the cleared plot of land. Some tTees which are believed t imp rtant I c ics are 

left undisturbed, as they have no under-growth effecI ~ r er p , in il is s fl ,gill: that 

needs time fo r recovery, the land use prac ti ce in the tudy , rca i a ed n a a ll ()\\ SYS tl:1l1 

th rough the proeess of preparing new Kall cha , 

Generally, such type of ecological knowledge which i al 0 preva lent am ng the neighb rin' 

Gumuz community is adaptive to the ecology of the arid area and it envir ns, H we cr, lue 

to the resettlement program and massive population pre ure in the area the indi en u 

ecologica l knowledge of the host people and Iheir indige n u r land use is scve lely 

di sturbed, In other words, the constant populati on inc remcnt in l a\ i I \ land ha re, ulted in 

reduced land holding size of the people and in return made the fall11 ers t prac ti ce intensive 

farm ing without fallowing. 

Therefore, as is frequently argued by differenl researcher , governmcnt interventi n s ca llcd 

development policies/ are among the serious factor adversely affec ting the I al re ou rcc-u c 

rules or management systems. It could be observed that uch an intervenli n and 

encroachment has detrimental effects on the local and indi genou re ource managem nl 

systems of the people. 

d b " th K I ' ha e a number f ther me hani rn Besides the tradition of slash an urn actIVI ty, e u I 

which they used to regulate their environment. TIle e mechani m u ua li blended \ ilh a 

variety of traditional belief system and local based regulatory lenn led b mmun it ' el 

ld h K I ' t'ce their traditi nal religi n in a " ide and Like different societies in the wor ,t e u Sl prac I 
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large ly reserved forest regions. For instance Qoli, \ hich i 

pO\\'e r o f veneration and dwelling in prom inent n lur I 
CC In pi i I ves cd \\ i h hc 

CI such a. rivers, moun ;tillS, 

trees. and other pro minent natural object, has the p wer n 

natura l resource conservation. The fe ti vity of Qoli, i 
nl for worshiping bUI al. 0 fill 

elebralcd b Ih al indi\ Idua l and 
community level s. For instance, when there i lack f ral'11 b , UI rea k 0 epidcmic l.li scasc 01 
any othc r na tu ra l haza rd , the people ma y preparc a special e cnl in big ree. and forcsl ' lI e.IS. 

ri\'ch or in mounta inous areas which they con idercd arc h Iy" 1 I . t d \ I II ' "I ( Icsr ce e . I I I 11 t1l11e, ,I 

the problem which is happened in the soc iety i elie ed to have bee n ca used by not 

im pl oring the Qll ofi . Li kewise, individua l come t the e areas \0 m, ke ee llain V()\\ ~ , lf tiley 

had somc personal problems such as ill hea lth an I ther th in gs. In all these tldd ltl () nal 

practi ces one ca n notice the fri endly importance f the vari u venerati n n the conse lvati on 

of the natural environment and its resources. 

Ho\\ ever with the coming of state sponsored re ettler and the n tant innu of , il k gal' 

sett le rs in the area, the va luable forest area, grazing land nd ther habi ta ts ale l1ndCI 

consta nt threa t and gradu ally va ni shi ng. One of the maj r reas n ~ r the c nstant th: pk tion 

of natura l resources relies on the dispari ty of the land tenure y tem r the resett kl s and thc 

host people. As mentioned earlier, the utmost technique that the I ca I pe pie used I ma i nta i n 

their eco-system and improve productivity is through fa llow peri d . 

encroaching highlanders are plow cultivators and need to clear field pi 

th ' r hand , th ' 

uita Ie ~ r pi win I 

with oxen. Therefore, to get large tracts of land for fa nn in , re etller in the area arc 

co n tant ly engaged in deforestation ac tivity. According t my Kul i i n ~ nm nts, bot h state 

sponsored and 'i llegal' settlers do not fa lter to destroy big tree and el fire to any ficl d or 

fores\. In line with thi s idea one of the Kulsi info rmant aid : 

Th e destruction of fo rests and the gradual decline of rap produclil'il.\ 111 

our area is cOII'ling with resettlers. Before lit e cOlllillg of resell lers 10 1111.1' 

area, there was thick f orest and several Ollt er indigenous Irees lVilh II tid 
animals and edible fruits . Moreover, we u ed big Iree f or Iton J' 
production and it is true that we were known by tlte production of hOlle . 
However, after six years we happened to lose all the nalural r sour lid 
this really caused by the merciless destruClion of Ih fa res Is by lite 

resettled p eople in the area. 

Therefore, it is apparent that the resettlement scheme which is conducted in the tu d area ha 

contributed to the loss of biodiversity through deforestation extincti n f me edible \ ild 

plants, disappearance of wild life, and decline in wild honey collecti n. urrentl , the fo re 

I . I Th cutting f tree an clearin f and woodlands of the area are shrinking a armll1g y. e 
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fo rests has been taking place for purpo e of enin m rc Ian , i ullurc. ue! \\ (lod. 

charcoal and fo r construction. There fore, n attention \ a p id I the pr tecti n () f(lI c~ts .1/1\1 

therc is no orga ni sed attempt to promote reD re tal ion. 
I In 'cr\, Ii n in the a/ ca. ho h 

slate sponsored and il lega l se ttlers are busy in ull in an ch pping lI ee 10 e. p I1U lhclI lallll 

land s and for co nstructi on of houses. 

l lcnce, the agglomerati on of all these natural resource dcpl cli n in the area has lesulted 111 

land degrada ti on, so il exhaustion, and dec line of r p pr tiucli\ it . 
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CHAPTER FLY 

RESETTLER-HO T REL TI N 

In studying the nature of rese tt lers-host relation in th rlC\\' re " ttl crn 
... nt sCll in '. there .Ile 

seve ral fac tors whi ch compel for the interac tion orb th gr up . m ng th r thin's. resour ce 

uti liza ti on and the search for li ve liho d enhancemen t i ne thc ca u c 
r th l.! int l.! r,lC tlon of 

two groups. In this regard, Barth ( 1969 : 34), ha identifi ed threl: p 

two or more ethni c groups into interac tion . In the fir t pl acc, each cthni 

sepa rate niche and be engaged in min imum c mpeti ti 

for instance in trade. Second, they may maintain c 111 m 

'r up l11a y Oll UP) 

ul<.l bl.! ilia 11 11). 

uld be in llI uttl," 

competi tion fo r resources. Thi rd ly, they may occupy di tin t ni he but in mut ual c 

Ge nera ll y, the underlying factors which are pinpoin ted by arth are likely t relate t 

related interac tion. 

pelat lon 

rl.!S()U lCl.! 

Nevertheless, demographic fac tor al 0 playa gr at r Ie in the in teracti n r thl.! tW() 

commun ities. Movement of people, either spontane u Iy r in rga ni zed and planrH.:<.l manncr 

towards new settlement sites, in th is case Jawi lowland, hav re ult d in rad ual devl: lopl11cnt 

of mixed settlement that yield to di fferent ethnic comp iti n. Furthem1 re, 

other areas of social services have contributed a lot fo r the integration f r 

host community. Therefore, both groups who are living in adjacent r im ilar ettl ement 

Jawi lowland have the chance to share government erv ice u h a hea lth p t , schools. 

courts, and other necessary state services. Therefore, the foil win part f the the is lI1alnly 

explores the nature of resettler-host relation since their contact in the new re ettlement etling. 

5.1. The Nature of Resettler-Host Relations 

The natu re of inter-ethnic relation between any t\\·o groups i un li kely to be an idea l t e, 

either ideally harmonious or completely chaotic (Desalegn, 20 I 0) . In thi regard t\ feature 

of relations are likely to exist between two ethnic group i.e. amicable and nn ictual 

relationship. In the case of Jawi resettlement site, particularl y in area of frequent ntac 

between the Kunfel and state-sponsored resettlers, both group have developed b th amica Ie 

and conflictual relationships . Hence, in this sub sec tion of the pal er an attempt \ a made t 

describe both the amicable and conflictual relationships of tate pon ored re enl e nd the 

host community 
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5.1.1. Dimensions oflnter-Ethnic lnte rati on and 

Since their contact in the resettl ement elting, b th 

ind ige nous people of the area have e tab li hcd variou 
late-

o xi 

n n.:d n:l!1 kl ilnd Ihl.: 

rclati n hip ' and Iradflion 01 
co-ex istence . Direc tl y or ind irec tl y, one ca n al 0 II1d 

ul e era l I c I in Ifl Ullons in hI.: 
soc ial and cultural milieu of the area, whose maJ' r functi n ar" I 

" erve a ' a brrdgc f(u Ihe 
inte rac ti on of th e two soc ial groups. In general, Ihe mi able inleracli n of Ihl! 1\\0 OCI,1i 

gro ups can be seen at two leve ls, indiv idual and c ITImuna l. 

The ind ividual relations are formed betwcen two pers n ,a ul i and ,cscllle, Such 

relationships which are crea ted at individ ual level arc initi ated y the m li ve ' o f" Ihl! pl.:l son 

un de r relati onship and their commitment for mutual upp n and perati n in I hI.: II socl,1i 

and economic life. Spec ial individual bond in the area arc crea lcd in the G 1111 of" /Vat/(/J. 

Abelij (Godparent relation), Tut-Metabat, and other form of relati n (ee the dC lai l: ( il 

under socio-cultural ties) . 

The second level of relation between the Kul si and euler i mana' d at C l1If11 unal le\'cl, lind 

such forms of relationships are manifested in commu nal neighb rh d and any (lthel intcl­

group communal intermingling. The various form of communal relati ns in the tu Iy ,lI ea 

are identified in coffee ceremony, religious festivities, soc ial ervice area and ther pia ' . 

Generally, the amicable ethnic interaction of the two communitie i often mani[e t d in the 

areas of local institutional networks of relationshil throu gh which imp rtan! experiences ale 

shared and exchanged. These co ntexts of ethnic interacti n and mutua l rclati n. include land 

renting, loca l market ce nters, religious occas ions, and other 0 i -cultural tie. 

Land renting: Land renting arrangements between the Kul i and ta te- p ns red re ettler 

. one of the major expressions of frequent interaction of the ·two group . In the c ntext f stud 

area, most resettlers have suffered from lack of culti vable land and a a re ult the are 

pursuing to secure this land from the local communities through di fferent ontractu al 

arrangements. The contractual arrangements are made through per onal negotiati n 

the resettled farmers and the local people. 

In the process of making rental land arrangements, the indigenou people and re ellie fi I 

agree on the details of the terms of exchange. Such contractua l arrangement an e made 

either in cash or in kind. The terms of contract both in cash and in kind are tri tl wri tten 

' . II from 4-10 ea r 1lle final a pr \'al down on paper. The duratIOn of contract usua y ranges . 
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and verdict are made in the presence of some recru i d Id r fr m 
h f the e 

contractual an angements are made in fom13 l1 y w't h .. 
. l Out t e rce gn ltl n g \ emmen bodlcs 

Consequentl y, there are possib le mist-ru ts and s ur.:e f d 

hence confli cts may arise Soon. Most settler i n~ nm nt 
ece i\ ing tel Ill ' r m b( th sldcs and 

c I1l plall1 a Ollt the lin els fl cqllcllI 
fa ilure in respec ting the terms of agreement and un ai th ful charac ter. 

Loca l Ma rket EXChan ge: Exc hange of different i' 111 in the 1' 1 k ' ' . . ~ ca mal Cts IS an Illl portant 

ex press ion of the resettlers and the host peop le ir. egra ti 11 . The re are market (;e lllelS bo th 

within cont iguous terr itori es of mixed ettl ement a;-: ac r b rde r. S Ille or ma l ~c t ccntcr. 

in adjoini ng settlements are fo und within Wembl2~e and 8 I1l bluk se ll icmellt vIll ages I he 

ncarby Kul si pcop le of Al i-Kurand usually went k' WCl1l bl e \ here as KlIlsies or 1\,lgllsa 

and Swatamp invo lve in Bambluk market center. 

These marke t exchange centers are places where mi xed ethni r up parti ipati n and 

ordi nary relationship are manifested. Besides, ex.:hange f I cal pr duct in the:e 10 al 

ma rkets is an important component of the li ve lih b th resettler. and the h I 

commun ity. Most of the Kuls ies in the study ar a b ~ ught h ney, g at and sheep and chi 'ke n 

to the loca l markets. In return the resettlers come up with their cr p pr du ce slI ' h as l11illel, 

sorghum, maize and other items of trade. Hence, both ethn ic gr lip wi ll e eh n 'e their 

respective products with one another. 

On top of this, there are market centers which are fo und acro s different setllem nt b rder 

and attrac t both resettlers and Kulsi for exchange 0 :' differcnt product . The be t exa mple for 

slIch typc of marke t center is fou nd in Fendiqa town. Thc re ~ re, bo th ethnic group. in\'o l\'(; 111 

such type of ma rket centers so as to bring diffe rent industrial out put such as lI ga r, ail , oil, 

and other items to their household families. 

Sellbete and Mahber: Sel1bet~ is a religious holyday u ually celebrated n lInday r the 

fou rth weeks of each month, In this religious 'es tivity, everyone i expe ted t take 

membership, but usually clergy, elders, and others who can afford fo r the fea 1 make acti e 

participation, The major explicit function of Senbere is to commemorate the da f abbath, 

However, it has also several other functions for the interaction and co-exi ten e r Kul i and 

resettlers. Firstly, it facilitates the integration of the two ethnic group b creatin en f 

spiritual ties and belongingness to the same religion (i.e. Orthodox hri tiani . There ~ re 

members of this religious institution are usually gu ided by the prin ipl e f the rth x 

church and preached to adhere the necessity of pea eful relation and mutual rati n in 
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different spheres of life. Members of Sel/ bete wh d' d . 
I pute r dl eren 

to se ttl e their quarrel with the in volvement fprl'e t ad d 
In crests arc ur 'e 

n re pee te elder '. 

Second ly, it serves as a way of extending eeon mi c and 
ng the membel S 

themselves. Members of Sel/bete encou rage and m ti a e mUllI , I c 

themse lves, they vi sit the weak and di sabled, c ns Ie the 
pera t ion llmong 

mil () the deceased (lnd peirollll 
ot her vita l soc ial se rvices. 

In add ition to Sel/bete, the commemoration of emin t: ll t saint nel even s arc not n!> le sphele 0 

li fe between resettl ers and Kul si. In this case, Mohb,l' which is a Illutual leli 'iolls festl\e 

assoc iation has paramount significance. Unl ike el/be/e whi h i ce lebrnted in the chul ch 

co mpound , members of Mahber meet once in a m nth in each ther' h u es, ,otat ing in the 

name of selected sa int and enjoy food and drinks at the arne time pc r ~ rming prayels r theil 

spiri tua l gratification. Generally, both Sel/bere and Mahb 'l' arc rmcel a r , ethni ' 

boundaries, and mutual support is extended to member a dcmandcd th 11 ' d nnd bad 

occas ions. 

No netheless, Kulsies involvement in Senbe/e and .'vfahber i m re f a recent pllen mel1n 

which comes with the resettlers to the area. In fact, ince the Ku l ie " ere I n 1 alta hed t th ' 

neighboring Amharas, they were partly followers of orthodox hri tianity. urrently th ~ 

Kulsies have been influenced in differing degrees of Orthodox hri ti anity reli i 11 . F r 

instance, those Kulsi neighboring the dominantly orthodox hri stian ettlers ha e b " 11 

considerably influenced by the religion. Hence the ir invo lvement in di fferen t reli giou 

occasions is ve ry hi gh. On the other hand, the Kul i f Bagu a and the area of Kcbtela arc 

said to have been still loya l to thei r ' traditional' belief y tem. 

Other Socio-cultural ties: 

A be/ij (Godparent relations) : In the Orthodox Chri tiani ty traditi on there are t\ se 

parenthood relation. These are biological and spiritual parents. God parenth od i the practi e 

by which a person, usually an adult, of the respective sex takes a per onal intere t t 

Godparent of new born baby of the same sex (Dessalegn, 20 I 0:4 7). The pr 

Godparent attends a baptismal ceremony and takes a symbolic oath b ftl dra 

baby 's forefinger at baptism. At this moment, the parent accepts to take re p n ib ili 

future behavior of the child. He educates the child about religiou m ral and edu 

a t a a 

in lh 

rthe 

te him 

way of setting up his life according to Christian codes. In thi s regard, belij r d par nt 
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relati on is created at individual leve l between the bi I 
parcnt Ihe hll nd Ihe 

Godpa rent. In most cases, most Kul si inform ant , c nfilmed t me Ih I the deSIre.: or su h 

relati onships usually comes from the side of rese ttler Th . c p ible ju lific lion behind I 111.11 

rese ttl ers need to use the relati onshil) as a mechall i' III . 
ge ltlll ) e Il mic bencfi . such as 

securing farm lands from the ind ige nou people. 

In the God parent relati onshil)S, not only the od a t b p rCIl C me re p Il ible fOI Ihe child bU I 
also mai nta ins close and strong relation wi th the bi I gi al parent thc 'hilt! In Ihls case.: 
such institution can se rve as an il1ll)011ant mecila lli' III f I mut ua sUPI rt anti cooperallon I he 

parti es entering in to such relati onships ex tend upp rt t cach ther in an relall\e c.:a pa 'I I)' 

Usua ll y, the resettl ers ge t access to farm land eithcr in gi t r in lea c. II \ C cr, Ihm.: ale.: also 

situations where such relations do not grant acce of free land ~ r r ' cltlcls Sim il ,lIl . 

rese ttlers also extend their support through giving gra in and cash III ne)' al tim 's ha ldship 

to the Kulsi. In this case, those Kulsi individual who are in need f I an 

ge t ease access through their parenthood rela tion 

Wodaj: is a persona l fri endship established betwee n two 

relationships is formed between the Kulsi and the re ettler due t their freq uent c nt, ct in 

different sphere of life. Wodaj fonnation can be made within and acr dif~ r' nt thni and 

religious groups. Individuals in any place of contact may come t kn w ea h th r and 

describe their acquaintance as Wodaj. Resettler informants in the area c nfimled the t Wodaj 

relationship with the indigenous Kulsi helps them to hare and ga in di fferent th ing uch a 

land leasing opportunities. 

Tut-Metabat: is a common cultural practice between the re ettled people in Ja\ i I wland and 

the Ku lsi people. The Kulsi people call such form of relation hip in their language a 

'Angusa-A wiya' . Such relationship is first built on ·freq uent contact and acquain tance 

between the two persons. When there is good acquaintance between t\ 0 person (the re ettler 

and the Kulsi) one or both may ask each other to form tut-metabat relationship. 

Nevertheless, what is important in this context is that the resettled people " ho \ ere failin In 

ri sky and stressful situations are eager to enter tut-metabat arrangement \ ilh the Kul i. 

Therefore, tut-metabat provides the economically week person with a 

Resettler informants stated that they are seeking the protection of the imp rtant per n ilh r 

because of his land, usually large cultivable land or local politica l Po\ er r rei i i u fi ur 
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among the local people. Therefore the relati on hi p pI' 

assistance and protection. 
pc pic VI h ome 

Tut-metaba t arrangement needs the preparati on of fea LS L init iate lhe rrangemcn . 'I he one 

whose protection is sought prepares leila and slaughter sheep r al in thc prc 'umcd 'C- lu t 

Abbat home to officiate the arrangement At this moment b th pan 'c ' ' 11 . . I \ I cn ter 111 0 sll ong 
mora l and soc ial commitment to help each other. The n<.; \ h b mc YC-lu t abba t Pl c) \ Ides 

hi s ye- tut leij with something which he thought could benefit in any cil cUl11 stal1 'C and In 

return the tut-I eij will do the same thi ng to hi s ye-tut abbal. 

Marriage: Inter-malTiage between the Kunfel and ett lc: rs i not yet prc < knl. I ut lhclc ,li e 

so me instances of marriage relation between the Kunfel m<.; n and ettler IV 111\: 11. 11 0\ evel, thc 

Kulsi women are rarely observed and reported inter-marry ing with ettler mel1 . 

5.1.2. Conflictual relations 

There are conflictual relationships between state sponsored re ttl r and the h ). t pe pic. 

These conflicts are usually caused by competition over natural re ur s uch a, 'lalll1g 

land, fo rests, water resources and other land use dynamic and VI lali n cthic 

relationships. 

5.1.2.1. Competition over Natural Resource" 

Conflicting access rights to resources, particularly land is the maJ r call r c nn ic t 

between the two communiti es. As indicated in the fo rego in g chapter , the ho I coml11un it ~ is 

denied access to fam1l and, graz ing land, and C0l111110n rool resource . li enee, coml e i Ion 

over fo rest resource is one of the areas where the on-going di srupti n f L cal Resource 

Management Institutions is observed in the loca lity. c urrently, the e fore t re urce are 

under threat because of the growing competition b~tween the settl er and the ho t I11mUlll . 

The local people complained that the settlers had indiscriminately cut tree to clea r land for 

farming. The local people are resentful of such acts for, as they sa id, it affected their 

economic life and dietary diversifications. Not only were their beehives de !royed \ hen IT e 

. fi which to hang beehi e t pr du e were cut down but they were also left with ewer trees on 

honey. 
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5.1.2.2. Violating of Co ntractu al Aoreemcnts \. r La nd 

There we re many cases of violation of contract agreeme t . I d . . 
n \e r an et een he Indl 'en u. 

peop le and resett lers. Such breaches of contractua l agree 
ment ar u u lI y n in term' 

agree ments whi ch are signed for more than four vea r I- r ' 
" . In ta n i rel1lcd u t 

the land to the rese ttlers for some year , they \\'ill refu e t 
rce gni e and IC 'pe t the 

agree ments and took the case to the courts in Ja\\'i Woreda . ueh 

agreements happened through time usually after one r tw year . 
ntl Jc tu I 

e rding to my Kulsi 

informants, they are obliged to breach the agree illent "v llen they ee l e 
v nsci lI sness of the 

di sadvantageous of terms of the agreements. The fo llow ing ca e tr ngthCI1. the ab c idea : 

Case 6 

My name is Bantigegll Bekele, 48 years old. ! was bam alld )1' W lip 1i ,1" ill A li­
Kurand Keble. I have about five hectare of land. Before lli e Olll ill ) Iii , r 'S ' 111 .,. 
people, I used to cultivate the land using Illy f amily labOLir alld IlirOLi Iii p 'rOIl· ' 
work with my neighbours. However, Wilh llie arrival of Ih I' S ' 111 ' I' P ' Ot I " / b 'goll 10 

relI t out at least two hectares of land to lli e reselll r p opl . 

However, despite the benefits [ could oblaill frO /ll tli e 1111'0 1110 1 (III' " //1 ' 1I1s, lli .I" 
are a lso unfa ir treatments and benefit -celltred attitude' frO /ll Iii · sid 0 Iii , r ·s '111 ·1' 
people. The case in p oint f or such occurrences CCl II b showII 1'0 //1 //I o~ II 
experiences. Before two y ears, I rented out one heClares of lall d fo r 250 birr 10 0 11 ' 

resettler. After a year I saw the kind of produce which the r s III r Obl(1 ill rOIll Iii , 
land and noticed the unfair agreement between us. Therefor , I lalked I Iii I"S 111, ,. 

as I obliged to violate our agreement ullless he added some m Oil y . Th allloulI I 0 

money I requested from the resettler was 1500 birr. Bul the res III r ,.efits d 10 do so 
alld made his ref erellce to the agreemell!s \\'hiclr we si li ed ill frolll 0 lire cOl/I/llllllily 
elders. 

Tho ugh the elderly p eople tried to negotiate liS, the final slate of affairs \I'as elided up 
with open clash. Hellce, aile day when ! \'isi! Illy lall d (the lalld which was rent d oul 

Jar the resettlel) the resettler had unhurriedly fo llowed /II alld b alell nl/hl ssl . 
COllsequently, this case had triggered Ihe eruptioll of ho 'Iility bel1 e II III etll/li 
group (Kulsz) 'and the resettlers. However. due 10 the illtervelltion of Kebele 'Iffi ials 
and J awi Woreda court, the dispute was resolved and hence the reselller fa rill r h d 

returned the land to me together with 1000 birr compellsation. 

5.1.2.3. Burning of Beehives and Cattle Rustling 

The indigenous people accuse the resettler people for deli berately burning thei r ehi 

which are hanged over big trees. According to these infonnant , the rea on D r the r ttler 

people engagement in such activity is for the sake of getting fa rm land and t enlar e th ir 

farm size. As a result, the wide spread practice of bush ti re and fore t de tru ti n i a 

fi · I' ht b the ettler in lhe ar a a elera t common phenomena in the area. Bush Ire IS set a Ig y 
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the bu ming of beehives that were not tolerated by th I I 
e ca pe pi . The 

the felling of trees to clear the land fo r culti va ti b ' 'd h . 
n ut al t ey did :cle I\el , Ie \10' 

bigge r trees untouched. In whatever cases it seems t I 
~ me t 1 t the h rt tern, expl IWIi \ e 

Dpp roac h of the settlers created a rift be tween tile t\\ 'o c .. Oll1m un ltlc . 

!vloreove r, ca ttle rustling are another ca use of c 
ni t in the area . PaniculaJly, inr Imam 

fro lll bot h rese ttl er and the host people co nfirmed tha t uch ctivity is ccc li.:rJtl!o sinel! Ihl! 

las t two or three years. Accord in n to Ku lsi in form ant be re tl ' I 
b , lC rc ett cr amc 10 Ihe ~li l!a. 

they c laim there was no theft in their commun ity TIle live t ck w i ' t r . I' . I . , e 11) 1 rl!l! pas llll e In Ill! 
bush ill all seasons. But now there is mi stru st bet\\ ccn tllC r I Cll ers and Ihe ho ·t people and 
they are always blaming each other. 

To give more impetus to the issue one case study of sett ler in~ rmanl 

fo ll ows: 
d Ui11 ClllCd ,S 

Case seven 

My name is BeladlelV Aragea. J callie f rolll Kori , W p ia () IV 'SI 
Gojjam. Since Illy arrival ill this ar u J had 11'1: d t a 'clI/llulol ft SOIll ' 

amount of wealth. Like others, J hal 'e som catll but 0 11 F ' bn w 20, 
2010 J los t two of my oxell. The theft was made 0 11 lh IIi lht oll d j (l 1Ic! 

some of my neighbours have tried to search the / ootprillts of (I! ox II (l 1Ic! 

traced their whereabouts. Soon we /oulld the area ullder whi 'h tl! Ih ( is 
conducted. J reported the issue to the Keble officials alld ill/ orlll d Ih >111 0 

the rustling and, more importantly, Ihe whereabout of Ih Oxell . For 
reasons that J could not ullderstand, the Keble officialsfailed (0 h I III . 

With a s trollg desire to get back I1lJ OXlll. I cOllslllted the cOllllll wl il. eld 'rs 
to help me to illtervelle ill th e isslle. They asked the '01llIllUlli1.1 of the 
suspected Keble but 11 0 oll e was Volllll l.::er to S/ll'rellder the rustler i oll'it 
is more than a y ear, but th ere is 1I0th ill:;, lIew alld hell ce I'III searchillg II Ot 
my oxen but the identity of th e rustler. J (/ /11 worried 1I0t for III)' oxell but for 

the future of my fam ily 's life. 

5.1.2.4. Constant Influx of Migrants to the Area 

According to Jawi Woreda administrative office, the frequent migration f p Il la ne u 

settlers in the area has become a series and probably cardi nal cause for emergin c nn i 

Jawi lowland. Officials and the indigenous people in Jawi Woreda abhorred the a [ tha t 

In 

a h 

settler was attracting more migrants to the area. According to thi s in~ ml anl the t lale· 

d d · f th pa e f' 'illegal' enle sponsored resettlement period was unprece ente 111 terms 0 ' e 

migration to the area. 
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The co mi ng of these illegal settlers to the area can be 
eeni n t\ \ , 'fhe Irl\ o 

intrusion to the area is through a sy tem of habitat ion kJ Q ' 
10Wn a >11)(1 b \ hlch he Inl ' rJll t 

wo ul d first ho used with a se ttler fami ly and then di per e ' d' r d'.' In , erent II cc tlOIlS III e,ll eh of 

lan d, The second way of intrusion is ma ni fested in the ~ nn r I 
rcc u cncr achmcl1t to thc 

land resources of the area, Such mi grants came to the area \ 'th I I ut t le pCII1"S. Ion of the ICl\..t1 
as well as the Woreda offic ials and in turn the con ell t th ca l nll1l uni l 'I hesc ell c 'Orll 

of mi grant settlers ca me to Jawi usually in the month A ril nd ccupy th:n e forI.: I 

regions whi ch they will set fire on and destroy the surr undi ng env"I' n 'I I r . I I ' lert.! JO JC, \\'1 11 ~ lJ 1 

' ill ega l' sett lers there are always disputes from the ide r tale- p ns red rcsc il ieis alld Ihe 

Kul s i. 

In fa ct the dispute is tougher with state-sponsored resettler than \ i h the h . t pcoph: I hiS IS 

mainl y because of the relative economic power of the ' illega l' eUlcr and Ihe n Ctl UCll1 

al li ance with the host peopl e, Though the ' illega l' settlers occupy lar e tra t 

the consent of the host people they will usua lly negotiate over the bencfit thc 1I1 ·i. l or 

one thing, 'i ll ega l' sett lers are muted without the support f the h t pc pie a. a Icstil t they 

will give more money to the Kulsi than they were given by tate p n red I'l: clliel in land 

related agreements, 

In this regard, available empirical literature on spontaneous resettlement pr gram in ~ thi pia 

also shows that spontaneous settlers are often negotiate for land and other re urce \ ith Ihe 

host popu lation . Nevertheless, the ' illegal' settlers relation with the ho t pe pie ra el seem 10 

be sympathetic and their basic in terest li es in the explo itation of the Ku lsi resource , t\ ltholll!h 

it is perce i\ ed with lo\\ er degree, the relations of Ku lsi and ' illega l ell ier is al 0 'ald 10 be 

troubled with tensions of conflicting and uncomfol1able co-exi tence, The Kul i till con idel 

' illegal' settlers with suspicion, pointing out the latter' similarity and strong a s ciati n \\ llh 

the state-sponsored resettlers, However, unlike state-sponsored re ettl er , n ca e f a n~ 

severe conflicting relations between the two groups ('illegal ' settl er and the h t) \\ a 

registered, 

Nonetheless, according to many of my infonnants from the indigenou Kul i tate 
the and 'illegal' resettlers, these conflictual relations are often mediated and re I ed 

involvement of both fonnal and infonnal conflict management mecha ni m , Hen e, the 

formal conflict management mechanism is executed through the Keble a mi ni trati n. 

Woreda court and police force. Accordingly, there is conflict pre entin mmitle in ea h 
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resettlement Keble and assumed to hear any compliance which mi ht h pen du t rc ur 

usc disputes or any other related conflict triggering facto r. But ne fthe m j 

th is cO l11mittee is that it is found in a single and similar p pulati n re idi ng 

rer resenting the other Kebeles. In other words, ince the adl11in i trati n 
ebelc \\ Ilhou t 

tructur the 
rcsettl ers and the indigenous people is different (eac h admini tered in their \\n rcspcctl\c 

Kebe les) there is a problem of commonly fO I\\'arding their c I11pliancc and 'cttm!:! 

co ll aborati ve solutions. In such situations the pos"ibi li ty f ~ I\\'arding the i 'S lIC to Ja\\ I 

Woreda CO Uft and Justice Offi ce is very hi gh. 

The informa l co nnict management mechanism IS ondu ted th r ugh c I1111111 ni ty cldc ls f 

both the Kul si and resett ler peop le. One very imponan t thing in b th ietie i: that desplt . 

some diffe rences of ritual between resettlers and the Ku lsi they are imi lcr in u ' in' lrad it i 11(11 

co nflict resolving institution called ShemgellellG. According to my in~ fm anl fr 111 J'e 'ettlcl . 

and the Kulsi , there is a recent development of forming council f ideI' fr 111 b th cthn i 

group whi ch facilitate the interaction and integra tion of rese ttler and the indi gcn U ' p '01'1' 

Such efforts are also regularly facilitated and monitored by th Kcblc rficial .. IICC th' 

elders managed to reach agreements from all parties to re olve th nn ict peace ully , li1 (.! 11 It 

is rare to go further to formal courts and government offic ials. ThereG re, the r Ie rill IIn nl 

institutions, particularly community elder is significant in re olving th c nf1i IS and in 

reducing the tensions in the locality. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

SUMMERY AND CONCL UDI NG REMARJ 

Vo luntary resettl ement of people from drought-prone and e\·ere ly d radcd a rca to al ca (r 
su rfici ent rainfall and land could be one of the poten tial s lution t thc pr blcl1l I 'currcnt 

drought/ fa mine and land scarcity. 

Hcnce, either on a 'self-organi zed' or government pon or d ba e , r ettl el11ent ha. been II cd 

as onc of the alternati ve deve lopment strategies in Ethiop ian hi t ry l -11e In . I I I) 
. ' PCII <l < Ilt CI' 

govc rnments had implemented resettlement programs in view r reducing p pulal lOll 

press ure, environmental degradation, land fragmenta ti on, p ve l1yand hr ni d insccull lY 

in the highlands. However, both resettlement prac ti ce of the tw c rc limes \\ Cle 

characterized by enhanced environmental degradation, community di arti ulati n, r 

ali enation from the host communities and, were a hot bed for ho 1- elll r c ml11ul1i ty 

than in tegra tion. 

UI • 

Albeit these problems, EPDRF has recently embarked on intra- regi nal r ttl mcnt pra II c. 

in Ethiopia, particularly, in larger regions including Oromiya, Amhara Tigray and uthcrll 

Nations Nationalities and Peoples Regions. In this program, "Enabling the chr ni all ~ d 

insecure households attain food security through improved access to land" wa lh > b Id 

objective. 

Accordingly, between the Years 2004 and 2008. about 600 1 h u eh Id \ ith the to 31 

population of 10408 people have been sett led in Jawi resettl ement site f Amhara Regional 

State, on which this study has focu sed. Since, the major objecti ve of thi the i wa to 

examine the process of intra-regional rese ttlement program, it challenge and natu re or 

resett(ers-host relations in Jawi resettlement site, the following conclusion can be dra\ n: 

Regarding the resettlement program in the specific site, the findings of thi the i re eal tha t 

while condemning the resettlement practices and processes of the past government the 

current government (EPRDF) has had its bath in the same, but different pond. Plannin i ne 

of the major areas where the last failure story is repeated in the current re ettlem nl pra Ii e. 

First, the resettlement is characterized by poor identification of potential land . The area 

selected for resettlement in Jawi are located at remote and marginal 10\ land area infe t d 

. . I· ·th the host communit and rior with malaria and trypanosomiasIs. No consu tatlon WI 
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resource inventory was made in the host area As the re ult th . , e re ettlem nt \ a 
the ex pense of the host community. 

The rese ttl ement admini stra tion is also another area where the 
mm n ailu le . to ' i 

repeated. The move is characterized by induced- voluntee ri m TI t ' h d . . 1a I , t c eelSI n to 1'Il0\ e 
for the resettlement by the ta rget popu lation was reac hed based h .. ' f' n t e ml In Olmatlon b ' 

loca l cad res. Poor targeting of the potential se ttlers and unfair a ignme t 1 .1 lid ' 
e n anu 10 IIlg ale 

prob lem to be mentioned. The allocation of land in the n w it wa Inade . I I' I d \ II I III c regal 10 

the differences in land quality, access ib ility, the size and e mp iti n of the lese llie 

househo lds. Bes ides, there \\ere no prior prepa red infrastructural fa iliti e and other sel\'l e. 

required in the resett lement site. Even, currently, oc ial and infra tructural sc ,ice slich as 

hea lth , education, clean water, road and agricultural exten ion service are p r1y ,l\ailable 

The ma nner of the resettlement program-the so called intra-regiona l in la\ ii , I n t 

different from inter-regional resettlement in integrating di fferent people with di fen.: nt thn _ 

cultura l and agro-ecological environment. 

Regarding the adaption of resettlers to the new re ettlement etting the the i eli it that 

resettlers are currently adapting to the socio-economic and physical envir nment th area . 

However, there are series limitations which are noted in the adaption of re ettler t the ar 'a. 

The unfavourable climatic conditions in the lowland, the gradual decline in the fertility f th ' 

land, increased morbidity and mortality of resettlers and their livestock, ocial di rupti 11 and 

breaking of families are some of the major challenges faced by state p n ored re ettler in 

Jawi resett lement setting. 

The resettlement practice has also exerted greater fee lings of insecurity [rom the ide f the 

host community. The indigenous people have been facing severe stre in trying to mail1lain 

t'heir land resources and system of natural resource management based on their indigen u 

knowledge. As a result they lost their fam1land, grazing land and other C 111m n p I 

resources including forests and bush-land. Competition rather than cooperati e management 

of resources characterized the area. 

The ecology of the new resettlement area is also adversely affected by the heme. The 

h t ored and ' ille aI ' population pressure which has been witnessed both by testa e-spon 

h . nt and the ho t traditional settlers to the area has increased greater pressure on t e enVlronrne 

system of resource use. Constant clearing of forests for farmin g field 
ettl men , 
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construction, and fuel wood has been also noted as a ma'o thr ' 
J r eat to the en Ironment 

resettl ement site, 

With regard to resettlers-host relations, the finding of the thesi put tw t pl! 
characterization, The first characterization of resettlers relation \\'I'th til 

h t c mmunit n 
be mani fested in the form of amicable relation which in tum expre sed tl hi ' lr u nd renlln' 
arrangements, local market exchange, religious occasions and other i -c ultural ti c , 'I he 

second nature of relation which is clearly observable between the t\,V I ' t 1111 gr up \ as 

conOictual relation whi ch was caused by several factors, Of which, cOlllpct it i 11 cr n, lUr, I 

resources (sllch as graz ing land, forests, water) , violation of ethics of r lati n hi p n I Iy in 

land renting agreements, burning of beehives and ca ttle rustling and c n lant innux 

' illega l' se tt lers to the area are some, 

In conclusion, narrating the challenges and unfortunate situations of re ellier . h 1 

community, the environment, and revealing the relations of resettlers and the h t c mmunit 

are not ends in themselves, Instead, searching for remedial ac tions and p ibl s lut i n 1 

the cha ll enges, and improving the opportunities which are at lea t in our di p al arc ( 11 

essential part of resettlement discourse, One should, therefore, learn frol11 the pa t and pre Cl1t 

and devise mechanisms to deter the re-emergency of unsuccessful resettlement pr jeci , 

Given the fac t that the Amhara Regional Government has planned to resettle food in ecured 

people in the coming 2012/13 year to the lowland areas of Jawi, there are po ibilitie ~ r 

similar problems to occur again. Therefore, in light of the research finding in the Ja\ i 

context, the fo llowing major remarks can be made: 

T Resett lement is a complex and time demanding venture, It should be can-ied carefull 

and with comprehensive feasibility studies, Land use and socio-economic rudie 

shou ld be carried out in the receiving areas, Availabili ty of adequate and reliable 

rainfall, fertile soil for production purposes, adequate unoccupied land, ufficient 

, 'b'l' f th 't hould al 0 be water for human and animal consumptIOn and accessl I Ity 0 e Sl e s 

studied. Suitability of the new site for human and animal habitation (there hould n t 

be marked climatic difference between the abandoned site and the new one) and the 

selection of the resettlement sites should be done by competent and experien cd 

people on purely professional ground. 
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r Once sites are selected, basic infrastructures incl d' 
u mg road, health h I c . 

and in some cases houses, should be put in place b e . elore tran p rtatl n 
undertaken and; improve the qualities and quantity aft th . 

er e pr gra m I i mplcm n t: 

r The willingness of the indigenous population to cohabit 'th I ' . 
W I t l C In I11lng 

the lingui stic , religious, socio cultural and other difference a wc ll 

betwee n the loca l people and the settlers should be ca refully tudi d. 

Cttlcr nd 

imi l, fiti c ' 

r Resettlement must not be executed at the expanse of the h t pc pic. Thc I1C "ti e 

impac ts of the resettlement program should be mini mizcd th r ugh .lI e ul 

ident i fication and planning and al so through compensation G r thc I t pr du ti c 

resourc es . It can also be minimized by safeguarding and guaranting th ir a 

benefits and services available to the resettlers. 

r Environmental impact should be carefully taken into consideration when cttlin lar ' 

numbers of people in a given location where natural resource are till fI r thc m t 

part intact. Environmental protection and rehabi litati on programme h uld g <11 11' 

with resettlement programmes. 

~ Resettlers-host relations should be delicately managed so as to prevent the erupti 11 r 
possible tensions and conflicts based on socio-cultural differences and c mpetiti n 

over resources. Unless there is effective system of managing and promoting peaceful 

relation between the two groups, their relation would obviously be affected . n er ~ rc 

there is a need for effective institutional support. There ha to be re p n ible body of 

state that provides institutionaliza tion, perpetui ty, and crea ti on of pos iti ve inter-e thn ic 

institutions. The role played by informal inst itutions of the two societie u h as in 

tradi tional conflict resolution mechanisms through community elder are ve 

significant in resolving the conflicts and reduci ng the tensions in the loca lit . 

Therefore the role of informal institutions in prompting peaceful relation bet een , 

resettlers and the host people has to get due emphasis. 
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Plate 2. Some of informants among the Kulsi people 



Plate. 3 Resett lers and Kulsi people celebrating S.t George annual festivity at Bambluk 

Kebele 

PI I d ting arrangements. ate 4. A resett ler farmer and Kulsi person, discussing about an ren 



Plate. S. Resett lers wa itin g transport at Jawi Town 

)Iate. 6. A Tedious transportation to resettlement villages. 



ate. 7. A car se ized by mud, on the way to Resettlement villages 



Plate. 8. Traditional beehive of Kulsi, hanging over big trees . 

Plate 9. Forests set on fire . 



Plat e 10. Some parts the resettlement vill age at Bambluk Kebele 

Plate . 11. Primary School, at Wemblace Kebele 
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