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Key to the Transliteration System Used. 

I. The seven sounds of the Ethiopic alphabet are represented as 

follows : -

1st. n = Ba 
2nd. (} = Bu 
3rd . (l = Bi 
4th fl - Ba 
5th. n. = Be 
6th. {) = Bi 
7th. (l = Bo 

II. Regarding the sixth form in the above list ~ it must be noted that 

the " i" will be suffixed to the letter only if the latter is 

vocalized or stressed. Otherwise it won ' t be required a t all . 

As a general rule also, the " i " is not required when the sixth f orm 

is the last letter of a word. 

Examples . 

ao )lD VC = Memhir 

= Biddir 

III . Palatalized sounds are represented as follows : -

n = Sh Shanqilla 

f = Ch 

1 = n Naa 

1-f :: Zh Gezh 

~ = .J Jarso 

IV. Glottalized sounds are represented as follows:-

1> = q Qoro 

m = t Tef 

m = ch Macha 
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v. Germination 

p., :::: :::: 

e s 
= 

A = p 

Q = d Hi~4e 

should always be indicated by doubling -
ego Fido Bokkissa 
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PREFAC E 

Most of the material used for this research wa~ collected ~uring 

a brief study tour of Wo11ega from the end of July to early October 1979. 

The field work was done with the financial assistance rendered by the 

School of Graduate Studies of Addis Ababa University. The material 

consists almost entirely of' oral traditions . It has also been supp1e-

mented by other available written literature. Although one usually 

encounters various problems because of the shortcomings entailed in the 

use of oral tradition, it has proved to be an indispensib1e tool in the 

reconstruction of the history of societies where written d&cuments are 

scarce or non-existent. In this work the necessary ~fforts have been 

made to overcome the problems by a careful selection of informanta and 

in ca~tiously taking detailed notes and interpreting tn. information 

transmitted by oral traditions. 

A~though the main focus of the thesia is on the socio-economic 

transformations of the Oromo society since the early 19th. century, an 

a~tempt bas been made to tie up the loose ends of the traditions regard­

ing Oroma expansion and migration particularly in what is tooay Wollega 

region. 

Much more remains to be done in this area and even a definitive and 

exhaustive interpretation of the rather contradictory traditional ma~erial 

already ,collected is bound to take more time. It is our hope that there 

will be ample opportunities to continue to do this as part of the on-going 

research activities of the Department of History. 
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ABSTRCT 

This paper is a historical survey of the Oromo of Wollega from the 
. e.t/-;.(J ()..AA.. J L<O II'-

early days of the Oromo ~ which took place in the first half of 

the sixteenth century p up to the first decade of the twentieth century. 

Although the period is too wide to be covered fully in such a short 

work, in the absence of written sources, such a preliminary note on 80 

long a period is useful and invaluable. 

The paper deals , among other things with the patterns of settlement, 

~he dynamics of socio-political and economic aspects of the Cromo of 

Wollega including the changes that were effected over a number of years. 

Above all, tremendous efforts have been made to reassess the origin, the 

early soci~-political organization, the causes and directions of the 

Oromo migration at large, Moreover, the paper treats a general discussion 

on the pre-oromo societies which include their modes of life, their re-

actions towards the Oromo expansion and their eventual assimilation. It 

is hoped that such discussions may throw more light and to some extent 

fill the historical gap of the pre-oromo populations of the area in 

question. 

Throughout the paper, attempts have been made to emphasize the internal 

dynamics of change among the Oromo, the independent socio-political develop-

ments and the external influences which have been internalized by the Cromo 

leading to the emergence of a society with a different socio-economic and 

political order. 

Finally, the paper shows how regionalism gradually gave way to a 

centralized administration system with all its consequences on the majority 

of the population concerned. 
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Chapter I 

Origins and Early Expansion of t he Or omo : An Overview 

The early history of the Oromol is shrouded with mystry because 

of various reasons . First and formost is the fact that Oromo is not 

a written language and that the people were not in a position to 

r ecord their own history . Secondly, there seems to have been no 

scholar l>7ho made a serious study of Ororno history . Thirdly , the 

Ethiopian ancien- regime did not encourage serious investigations into 

the history of the l ess privileged ethnic groups in tpe country. 

FinallYg and as a result of a ll the above factors , most o~ ~ba ~i~ten' 
. .. .. .. .. 

accounts we have on Oromo histo~y are full of di~tortions ~nd mis-

leading. 

Many attempts have been made to disentangle the mystr">: of ~.~~ ~:::? (:'. ?\: 
origin of the Oromo since the sixteenth century • However , the problem 

~ .. .. .. .. 

of the original·· home land of the OroTIo seems t o be far from being sett led • 

Travellers, missionaries and historians hav.e put forward different 

views on the origins of the Orom02' prior to their great expansion in 

the sixteenth century. Nevertheless, it could be seen that these 

views are still open to question and have not yet fully resolved the 

issue. 

The Oromo constitute the largest group of the Cushitic speaking 

peoples of Ethiopia3, with some representatives extending beyond the 

Etho- Kenyan frontier4• ~ 

More recentlY g H.S . Lewis has critically reexamined the available 

literature and has come out with what ap~ears to be a more convincing 

. 5 h .. reconstruct10n on t e or1g1n of the Oromo • Having closely and thoroughly 

reviewed the existing evidence , he has finally reached the conclusion 
• 

that the Oromo "originated in the area between and around lakes Shamo 

. . . 
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and Stephanie in the area of the Ga l ana Sagan and GA1ana u1ei, just 

6 South of Bahargamo and Mt , t o1abo, in north''West Borana • Traditions 

we have collected recently on the issue also seem t o support this con--

elusion. Ma~a and Tulama informants readily point to Raro Wo1abu 

7 as the cradle of their people Arsi tradit ions say that their original 

homeland was Baredu Kurkuru~ ~rhile the Ittu and Humbena of Haraq~i e 
9 maintain tha t their ancestors first came frOID Tu1u Mormor • The area 

around Tulu Nam- dur which literally means ' the mountain of ancient 

man" is cited by the Borana as the ancient habitat of their forefathers 10: 

and Haro Girj~ assume a similar significance for the Guji l1 It is 

most interesting to note ~ however ~ that all these places 9re located 

south-east of the Rift Valley Lake region C!.nd around the 1ieaQwa.;,~~r$, :.: :::: ':" -./ • 
,.. ...... .: ........ #0 .... : ......... ,.". ""-

of rivers Dawa and Ganalc, in Ethiopia proper . The trAditi;ns ·co;l;l'C,~teCi. ::~"'.: 
: .. :: ...... "',.:"" ,. 

and published by the late Yil~a Deressa , indicating that t~~ ~ar~ . NOi~bu; . 

Lake Abaya and the Hidi Dadi areas were early s i tes of Oromo settle­

ment l /. similarily reflect the basic unity in Or omo traditions and their 

almost complete unanimity on the general direction of the earliest 

habitat of their common ancestors • 
r'/ 

~3lire~s Hi~tory of the Galla
13 ~s the earliest written account on 

the Oromo available in Ethiopian languages . He has been cited by 

historians ~ anthropologists , and other students of Oromo history and 

cUlture.~ was a sim~l"-~~k who apparently lived during the 

reigns of T,ebne-Dingil (1508- 40) , Gelawdewos (1540 59) , Minas (1559-63), 

.and Serse"Dingi1 (1563 97 7). As a member of the monastry of Birbir 

Maryam in Garno Awraja during this part of the sixteenth cantury, he 

w~s a contemporary of the great Oromo migr~tions of which an account 

he wrote in Geez 14 sometime around 1593. His book contains a number 

". ..... ,. ". 
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of invalup.ble items of information on sixteenth century Dromo society 

and their migrations . It must be pointed out » however, that he had 

all the cultural and religious biases of the 16th • century Ethiopian 

Christian society and he is clearly apologetic ~nd hiphly disconcerted 

about Dromo successes against the Christian state. Although a con-

f 16th. B h 1 k d D • temporary 0 century events, a rey 00 e at romo soc~ety 

from outside and could not have had full access into the internal 

dynamics of their social, cultural, and economic organization • 

According to Bahrey, the Dromo came from the west crossing " th~ 

river of their country' called ~a to the frontier of Bali15 • 

H.S. Lewis says that the word lI GalanOt means "river ~ in Dromo and suggests 

that they might have crossed the Galan~ Sagan and 

Dawa or Ganale rivers west of Balil6 • 

well as Lewis 9 suggestions are open to question . In the first place 
• .. eo · •• 

if we accept that the Dromo have lived ~n southern Ethiopia for many 

years and as Bahrey pointed out the Dromo :crcssed the river of their 

country, " there might have been clJntinuous crossing and racrossing of 

the rivers by the Dromo in the past. Moreover 9 since there were many 

groups of Dremo tribes by the ' ~xteenth century~ one or two tribes 

might have crossed the Galana who may not represent all of the Dromo 

tribes in southern Ethiopia. In the case of Lewis' suggestions , the 

word Galana does not simply mean il river" in Dromo but it means an 

exceptionally big river which leaves us in some doubts about which one 

of the rivers mentioned is meant. However j the suggestions and the 

Assertion of both throw some light on the initial direction of the 

Dromo migration. Bahrey further indicates that some Dromo groups 

came by way of Kuera and attacked Gamo and Waji 9 therefore, identifying 
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the area south of Lake Chamo in the Sagan Dulei region as the probabl . 

17 homeland of the Oromo p which is more or less supported by the Oral 

tradi tions . 

Although attempts have already been Made to identify the original 

ho land of the Orome it is neigh impossible at this stage to indicat 

what the exact extent of their pre-16 th • century territories w~re. 

Neither is it possible here to indicate whether the Oromo as such had 

made individual or group contacts with the ~hristian and Muslim popula­

tion prior to the beginninr of the 16th • century. There are, however ~ 

some tantalizing references which seem to sholJ that Oromo presence in 

h h 1 d b f 1 b h · 'h' 18 t e area may ave a rea y een e t y t e major states ~n t e reg~on 

Very clearly ~ the Oromo were a highly mobile people with large 

herds of cattle constituting the backbone of their socio-economic 

organization during the great migrati~ns. They exhibit n n~ber of 

common cultural f eatures with such well-known populations of Eastern 

Ai . h M ,19 r1ca as t e assa~ . Nevertheless , it may not be that the Oromo 

lived exclusively on breeding and herding cattle and sheep. Here, 

Murdock and Haberland's arguments may give some clues . M~ supposes 

that the Oromo first practiced an ap,ricultural economy and used animal 

h b d l ' . . 20 us an ry as a supp ~mentary act1v1ty Haberland also argues that 

many elements in the primordial culture of the Oromo indicate that 

they \"ere at first a primarily agricultul:al community. 21 These are , 

however s beyond the framework of the existing historical sources and 

it cannot now be asserted one way or the other. But it is interesting 

to note that the Oromo later became in Ethiopian history a sedentary 

agricultural peopl ' par excellence practicing mixed farming; and it is 

not certain whether this transformation has been all due to developments 

after their migrations in the l6 th ·century . 
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The Cromo used to eovern themselves according to an egaliterian socio-

22 political organization known as the gada system and were culturally 

homo eneous with common p,enealogical ties . The gada system of the Cromo 

is per se a purely social institution in its early days in whicb one could~ 

find analogies with what Engles calls the '1gentile Constitution' of premitive 

secieties: 

••. (The) gentile cdnstitution is wonderful in all 
its childlike simplicity. Everything runs smoothly 
without soldiers, gendarmes or police; without 
nobles, kings) governors , prefects or judges' without 
prisons ; without trials. All quarrels and disputes 
are settled by the whole body of the concerned the 
gens or the tribe or the individual gentes among 
themselves •.. the household is run in common and 
communistically by a number of families, the land is 
tribal property, only the small gardens being tempo­
rarily assip.ned to the households - still~ not a bit 
of our extensive and complicated machinery of admini­
stration is required. Those concerned decide , and 
in most cases century-old custom has already regulated 
everything, There can be no poor and needy - the com­
munistic household and the gens know their obliga­
~ions t~~ards the aged, the sick and those disabled 
:In war. 

A similarly smooth functioninp.; of the 'lgentile constitution" was 

manifested in the gada system under which every male member of an 

Oromo community belonged to one of five groups each of which was 

1 d d · d M' 24 ca Ie a ga a and the f:lve groups were calle 2ssensa, Once a 

man entered a gada he remained in it for the rest of his lif~. However, 

for the first forty years of his life-time his role and status in the 

community had to pass through five different phases or grades with 

each phase comprising eight years. 25 
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Bahrey's description implies that the gada system "TaB common t o 

all Oromo during the expansion period and it is be lieved that the 

system used t o be exactly the same f or a ll Ethirp i an Oromo , although 

the names given to each of the five grades may differ from tribe to 

'b 26 tr1 e • 

Under this system ~hich was uniquely democratic , an Abba Boku 

(father of the scepter) was chosen every eight years from among the 

fourth grade. The Abaa Boku was a law-maker who maintained peace and 

order and administered justice for the eight years of his period in 

office. He also supervised the election of the Abba Dula (war leader 

chosen from the third grade).27 According to d ' Abbadie,28 a French 

scholar who visited the Gudru tribe of Macha ~ around 1845, the 8ada 

system was the innovation of an Dromo named Mako Bili in 1589 . It is 

extremely doubtful if not impossible to suppose that one man could 

introduce such a complex socio-political organization spontaneously . 

Rather, according to tradition Mako Bili was an Abba Boku of the Macha 

29 branch at Tute Bisil before their expansion towards the west ~ which 

shall be treated in the next chapter. Moreover j the date eiven by 

d'Abbadie is too l~te for the gada system seems to have been in full 

.f/J.)'Y AJ 1LrtJ i. 0(\ 
operation long before the sixteenth century Dromo ~fio-n. 

On the other hand Haberland argues that since Dromo culture is 

archaic and extremely simple~ the complicated nature of the gada system 

k · f' 1 ,.30 A 11 d' . 0 ma es 1t appe~r a ore1gn e ement. ctua y ga a 1S an anC1ent romo ------ ------------
term which means Ilera" ~ and indicates the system of cyclic change in 

time through which all the Male m mbers of the community have to pass 

in their life- time. And there is no reason whatsoever why this should 

have been of a foreign origin . Rather ~ the system must be seen as a 
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Rather, the system must be seen as a natural constitutional device 

evolved by the Oromo in their long socio-economic transformation over 

the millenia and has what Engles describes as : li the fundamental features 

of social constitution of primitive times before the introduction of the 

31 state . " Seen from the perspective of later class societies, th~ 

system obviously bad the advantages of avoiding the exploitation of 

man by man and the concentration of power in the hands of one man or 

group for a long period of time. 

Although, this type of socio-political organization based on age 

is quite common and widespread in African societies, especially in 

eastern Africa, some scholars have observed that: "Among the .... 

Ethiopia it has reached a most remarkable level of complexity.,,32 

Babrey transmits an interesting description of how smoothly the 

gada system functioned in the sixteenth century. 

They have neither ki~nor master like other 
peoples, but they obey the Luba during a period 
of eight years; at the end of eight years another 
Luba is made, and the first giv3~ up his office. 
They do this at fixed times; •.• 

He also makes an effort to underline the basic differences between 

his own christian feudal society and that of the classless Cromo at the 

time: 

The wise men often discus)Vthese matters and say, 
'How is it th<:.t the ' defeat us , though we are 
numerous and well supplied with arms?' ••. it is 
because our nation is divided into ten classes, 
nine of which take no part in war and make no shame 
of displaying their fear, only the tenth class makes 
war and fights to the best of its ability .•. Among 
the , on the contrary, these nine classes which 
we have mentioned do not exist; all men, from small 
to great, are instructed in w~~efare, and for this 
reason they ruin and kill us . 



'i 'I L ' 

, ... ".' " 

t ' 
•• , ~I • : 

.'... 

''0' 

' .. 
I t 

,I 

.: ~. .. .. 
.. 

_ ... .:t ~ _ 

8 

The most important question here is not ~ .ether Bahrey's class 

analysis of sixteenth century Ethiopia is sci entific : nor whether 
( 

his reasons for the Oro~o superiority ove~ t he Christians Bre v~lid. 

lihat is of particular significance in this context is that he imn1icitly 

defines the existence of a classless Oromo society at the time. 

It is also apparent from Bahrey's statements that the gen~ral 

Christian notion of the socio-economic organization of the expanding 

Oromo had been changing since the latter fist came into contact with the 

Christian state . It seems that the original impression the Christians 

had , was of the Oromo migrating as one single unit , in a great undif-

ferentiated flood. Gradually, however , they apparently started to have 

a more meaningful appreciation of the internal dynamics of Crome society 

and their subdivision into a number of tribal communities. This is quite 

clear from the following comment made by Bahrey in his History of the 

~ .. ~ 'y Originally their custom was to set out together to war ; but after 

a long period of time they ~uarrelled among themselves and separated , 

dl.'d Ab h d L 35 as n. ra am an ot, ... 

The underlying factors and causes for the expansion of the 
\. 

Oromo have been a subj ect of considerable controversy among students 

of Oromo society. Reference has already been made to the view that 

the pressure of the Somali provided a major impetus for the Oromo 

migration into the Ethiopian hip,hlands. 36 HOfo1ever, neither Bahrey's 

contemporary testimony nor later traditions mention the Somali or any 

other people pre~sing upon the Oromo and driving them out of their 

homeland. However, it is irrational to hold that the Oromo who later 
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had the po~ er to conquer vast territories from the well- orBanized 

Christian and Muslim states " should have been so weak as to be driven 
- 37 

away by the Somali , who were culturally t heir equr ls . On the 

contrary , indications of later Oro 0 occupancy of large territories 

in what is today Northern Somaliland
38 

clearly show that the Oromo 

actually had the upper hand in their relations with the Somali. 

The same pattern seems to have obtained in Orome r~lations 

with the Somali in eastern Africa where Oromo presence is established 

. h 16th • d 17th • . S1nce t e an centur1es . Here again . it is apparent that 

the Somali were the weaker of the tv70 as Christopher Ehret atter:1pts 

to show: 

At their heip,ht the Galla were arbiters 
of north eastern Kenya along both sides 
of the Tana River and raided as far as 
the Kenya Coast and the north border 
of Tanzania •. • since the early nineteenth 
century a resurgence of Somali power has 
eclipsed tha t ~S the Galla in large parts 
of the reBion . . 

Accordin~ to traditions collected by Yilma 
40 

eressa J the 

geographical conditions of the areas in which the Oro 0 used to live ~ 

especially the land around Haro Wolabu , (Tulu Morrnor , Tulu Nam Dur 

and Haro Girja) pefore the first half of the sixteenth century were 

extremely fertile and condusive for p:rain cultivation and anirn31 

husbandry in particular. There was enou h rain for veretation and 

enough water for the people and thpir cattle . Above all , there was 

plenty of pasture for the numerous herds and flocks that the Oromo used 

to raise : and the period is traditionally considered as the ' Golden 

vJ 
Age" of Oromo history. Therefore , it seems that in due course of time 

the number of people and cattle increas~d to such a preat extent that the 
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Oromo f~ced the problem of shortage of grazing land and the problem 

of over population which were both ecological and demographic probl ms. 4l 

This seems to have been only a natural devel opment where the growth 

of production resulted in the growth of population and other productive 

forces thus generating the motive forces for the famous sixteenth 

century migration of the Oromo. 

The tremendous increase in population probably resulted in the 

split of the Oromo into various tribal groups, clans and families 42 

I 
and at the beginning of the sixteenth century the Oromo spread out 

in all directions which could be considered as a turning point in their 

history. ~ Of the two main tribes mentioned by Bahrey the Borana were 

the group who generally took the Western direction while the Barttuma. 

• ;..1 b dl k' . h d" 43 tnl.grate~, roa y spea 1ng, 1n t e eastern lrectlon. 

During the migration of the Oromo it would be wrong to think that 

all of the tribes who lived in a certain area completely evacuated 

their original homeland or the land they occupied in the process of 

their expansion. This is underlined by Bahrey who says that; "When 

the Boran quit their country, they do not all go, but those who wish 

to leave do so, for they have no ruler who can enforce his order , and 

each man does what seems best to him. ,44 This quite clearly indicates 

that there always remained tribes, clans or families of the Oromo in 

their previous areas as permanent settlers ~ thus leaving behind chains 

of Oromo settlements along the major routes of their migrations. 

The Bartuma tribes moved north and north- east and settled in 

what are today the Bali, Arsi, Hararghe and Wollo administrative regions. 

The Borana, on the other hand moved towards the north and north-west 

leaving the Omo and Gibe river basins to the left. They were divided 

/ 
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into Tulama and Ma~a . TulamA settled on the Shoan platcau separated 

from Ma~a by the Awash river on the west . Yet another branch of the 

Borana still occupies regions of Sourthern Ethiopia and Northern Kenya . 45 

The Oromo first raided Bali ~ bet",een 1522-1530 which coincided with 

the Muslim - Christian war in Ethiopia which lasted from 1527- 1543. 46 

The Oromo, who were neither ehristians nor Muslim~ were actually fight-

ing against both. 

The initial expansion of the Oromo cannot be considered as a 

migration en masse. It was rather a more gradual movement with the 

Oromo, like other nomadic . invaders, launching raids and rapidly 

retreating: ,47 Thus, · they advanced continuously every eight years by 

moving northward into the Ethiopian highlands. Every ei ht years 

the Oromo had to change their ~ada officials who had to invade the 

lands not conquered by the preceding ~ad~ leaders. The first two 

gada , Melbah and Mud2Pa , conquered Bali ; the third, Kilole , invaded 

Dawaro ; and the fourth Biffolc y continued the invasion of Dawaro as 

well as Fatagar . 48 The fifth gada, Michile 49 csta lished its head 

quarters in the central highlands of Ethiooia at Oda ~abe as a strategic 

area, south of present day Addis Ababa. near the small to,~ of Dukam 

on the way to Debre- Zeit, and launched a more planned attack on both 

the Muslim and the Christian kingdoms. 50 

In 1559~ the Muslims, under their leader Nur , attacked the Christian 

kingdom to revengetheir fallen leaderJ Ahmed Gran ~ and the Emperor 

Galawdwos was killed after a bloody battle. 51 But the Orome of the 

Bartuma branch had been watching the war and immediately fell upon 

the victorious Muslims at Hazalo 52 and wiped then out. 53 Subsequently 

they overran the Muslim areas which they began to effectively occupy 

thus e s tahlishing the Ittu-Humbena settlement 
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By the time of their sixth ~ada 1 Harmufa, the Oromo beRan an 

invasion of Angot ) Gan , AMhar a and Beeemdir (Gondar). During the period 

of the seventh gada j Fobale 9 they launched an attack on the provinces 

of the Christian kingdom in three directions, frOM Wollo in the North 

into Begemdir(Gondar) and nambi ~ from the center into Shoa and into 

Gojjam in the west . In the P3ripd of the eighth gada sBirmaje, they 

attacked Dambia and Damot . The ninth gada~ Y.ulata 1586- 1594 ,54 invaded 

T· . h N h G .. d D . h W 55 19re in t e ort, oJJam an arnot in t e est. 

In the l7th'Century~ the Oromo continued their attacks on 

Gojjam and Dambia but were resisted strenuously by the Christi~n 

emperors. The Blue Nile corges and the inaccessible mountains were 

also equally responsible for keeping the Oromo from the lands they 

coveted. By that time the Oromo had already established their settle-

ments in such areas as Bali , nawaro~ Fatagar 9 Shon 9 Damot, Ifat and 

Hararghe. During the same period t e Wollo. Yejju and Raya tribes 

settled in what is today the Wo llo administrative region ~ stretching 

L k A h . S h T' . 56 up to a e s ange in ou tern 19ral. 

The pattern of expansion of the Oromo as well as the essence of 

their culture have long been misunderstood and distorted in the works 

of many modern writers. 57 Thus Astme has given the analogy of a 

flooding river for the Oromo expansion to underline his own misguided 

notion that the migrations were aimless. Ullendorff ha s also demonstrated 

his ignorance by saying that : 
") 

The had nothing to contribute to the 
ciVilization of Ethiopia; they posses sed no 
material or intellectual culture, and their 
social organization was at a far lower sta~e 
of development than that of sHe population 
among whom they settled ... • . 

'\ 
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Such points are full of cultural biase~ and misunderstandings; 

since one could clearly observe that \ the ~ada organization was carefully 

designed to bring the vast lands of Ethiopia proper under their control 

within a short period of time ) Historians have unanimously agreed upon the 

fact that the Oromo have clearly apnreciated the contemporar political 

~lations of the Christian kingdom and that of the Muslim Sultanate which 

had weakeneo each other throuph endless wars and conflicts, and they took 

advantage of the situation to fulfil their aims and obiectives. 

It must be understood that the Cromo migrations were not taking 

place into an entirely empty land. It involved considerable displacements 

of other peoples and ~he Oromo sphere was only extended by dint of conti-

59 
nuous war and bloodshed. As a result the Oromo had overrun various 

kingdoms and social groups and absorbed new ethnic elements: in' tne'~s' 

ef ~xpansion from the sixteenth century onwards ' and they had inturn been 

.. . .. . .. 

.. .. .. -" ..... ........ .. 
influenced by other cultures because encounters of this mafin1i-6.ti€ ~~. ~.~t; .. / ' 
always dual in character.' 60 

, , . . .. . .. .. .. . . . .. .. 
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CHAPTER II 

Tradi t ions on Dromo Expansion and Settlement in Wo1lep,a 

Written sources on the pre-Cromo inhabitants of loJollega are 

scant and their early history has been shrouded in mystry no less than 

that of the Cromo. 

Local Cromo traditions affirm that the area was originally 

inhabited by peoples of different linguistic affiliations among which 

the following are specifically mentioned ; Agadi~ Gabato, Kaza, esengo 

Shil~k, Mao, Damoto , Ganqa and Sinicho. l These peoples belong to two 
,,-/ 

different linguistic groupings : The Agadi, Gabato, Kaza , Mesengo, - ----- - --
Shiluk and~ are identified by the traditions as belonging to what are 

usually called the Shanqilla and their languages constitute part of the 

2 Nilo-Saharan language family in that area. The Damoto , Gan9~,. and 
.. .. .. .. .. 

Sinicho, on the other hand, are remembered as distinct groups with an 
. . . 

apparently more developed socio-economic organization of tIlEd -:·ow .end ••. ' .••..•.• . . ,. ...... ..... - -: .. "',.; : .. . .... .... ........ ,. .. : .. 
with the people who were fair co l exioned beir.g eVf:ntually al tow:El!. ~~ :. :-., • 

~ ...... :.: : ... : :.::.~.:. 
intermarry with the conquering Oromo. 3 .. .. .. .. 

The A~adi are be11eved to ha occupied the 4rea east of the 

Tuqa mountain range with present day Amurna as their central habitat. 

Remembered only in early traditions of Cromo expansio~ into the area, 

they are said to have been completely assimilated and do not have 

4 modern descendants amon~ the popUlations of Wollega today . West of 

.. .. .. .. 

the area formerly occupied by the Agadi lived the Gabato who are said to 

have been the largest group of the Shanqilla when the Cromo first came ' 

there. Their realms extended to the Didessa valley in the west and 

their modern descendants are still found in the hot, lowland valleys of 

the Didessa and Anger rivers into which they were eventually pushed by the 

. . . 
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5 dominant Oromo who now occupy the more fertile and salubrious highland 

regions. The Kaza who now live in the hot i. bay valley in Limmu Amuru 

and Ghida Woredas are also said to have occupied parts of the highland 

areas of what is today Horro Gudru Alrraja as far west as Shambo town 

from where they were later displaced by the Oromo . Of the pre-oromo 

inhabitants mentioned in the traditions, the Shiluk and the Mesengo 

are most peripheral and their names are only barely mentioned. It is 

however interesting to note that especially the esengo are said to 

have come from the area of what is today the Sudan ; following the 

Abbay Valley and to have dispersed southwards upon arrival at the 

confluence with the Didessa which they are believed to have followed 

in their southward migrations. Today, there are quite a sizeable 

Mesengo living in Qellem Awraja in the south-west corner of Wollega 

. 6 reC1on. 

The overall tradition about the pre-Oromo way of life of the . ......... .... ., 

Shanquilla groups indicates that they were then in the earliest ~~~g~ of 
~ . . ... .. 

.. .. 4· 

socio-economic development. Many are said to have still pra~tised a . , 
hunting-gathering economy and lived in caves and other natural shelters. 

But some others . like the ~ao are specifically identified by the local 

traditions as having reached a higher stage of conomic development and 

are said to have kept flocks of sheep and goats as well as some herds 

of cattle. 7 

Groups of Mao are today found ~Tidely dis ersed in different 

parts of Wollega region. There are thus many Mao living in the hot 

lowland area of the Didessa valley between Neqemte and Ghimbi:others 

live in Asossa Awraja further west: and there is a viable Mao community 

in Qellem Awraja with Anfillo Woreda as their major centre . Although 

. . , 
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they now occupy such widely disconnected areas , the traditions are 

quite explicit that they inhabited a much wider and continuous region 

prior to the advent of the Oromo. And the special position given to 

the Mao in the traditions which remember them as most developed of 

the Shanqilla is also connected with the apparently longer interaction 

they seem to have had with one of the more organized Omotic inhabitants 

of the area who had conquered part of the Mao people over whom they 

established a ruling dynasty called the Bussase in Anfillo. 9 

The Bussase dynasty of Anfillo is clearly remembered by the 

early traditions as having put up a tough resistance against orome 

, 10 
expansion in the' area. It was a well organized state dominated by 

people whose origin is said to have been from Kafall and who spoke an 

Omotic language related to Kafficho and Sinicho. It is not absolutely 

clear from the traditions how extensive the territories of the Bussase 

were in pre-Orome days. But they are closely associated only with 

Anfi1lo. There they are said to have built defensive trenches against 

the expanding Oromo and held onto their own until the very end of the 

ninteenth century as we ' shall see later on. 12 The wide dispersal of 

the Mao in Wollega today seems to have misled modern linguists who have 

come up with two subdivisions, namely Northern Mao and Southern Mao. 

While the so-called Northern Mao is said to be Nilo-Saharan, Southern 

Mao is identified as Omotic. 13 This is most confusing not only because 

people having the same appellation of Mao are divided into two distinct 

African language families; but also because the Mao of Asossa might 

qualify as a Western Mao and which is not taken into consideration by 

the linguists. The truth of the matter lies , however, in that the so-

called South Mao is essentially the language of the dominant Bussase 
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" , , b' 14 m~nor~ty wh~ch has also been spoken to some extent by the1r Mao su Jects. 

It seems to us , then that it would be less confusing to use Bussase in 

place of South Mao in the linguistic classification • 

Closely related linguistically to the Bussase are the Sinicho who 

now occupy the hot lowland region of the Abbay valley between the Dabus 

and Didessa rivers and extend further into Wambara Woreda ~n Gojjam 

region beyond the Abbay. Traditionally they are believed to have been 

organized into local chieftaincies of their own which strongly resisted 

h 0 . 15 Th ' . , d h b t e romo expanS10n. e~r res1stance 18 repute to ave een so 

strong that some informants even indicate that their very name is derived 

16 from sinicho which in Dromo means very hot pepper. The traditions 

also underscore the very close relations they have with that part of the 

population in Wambara which speaks a related Omotic language and calls 

itself Shinasha. 17 This important development was also noticed by the 

Jesuit priest Fernandez who made the journey from Dembia to Enarea in 

1613. At one place he tells us that he and his party travelling II t hrough 

the country of the Gongas, they reached Sinasshe , an important town of the 

h h 11 ,18 eat en Gongas .•• This was north of the p,bbay and Fernandez further 

reported that there were other Gongas south of the Abbay "who live there 

as subjects of the Gallas.,,19 This situation is also graphically re-

presented in Almeida's map of Ethiopia where the so-called Gongas are 

20 located on both sides of the Abbay. The significance of this point is 

that already in the early 17th. century groups of Sinicho or Shinasha, 

who are identified with the Gongas by Fernandez 9 lived on both sides of the 

Abbay with the southern section dominated by the Oromo. The Shinasha are 

today an agricultural people inhabiting the highland zone of Wambara~ and 
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it is almost certain that the Sinicho of the Oromo tradition (called 

r.onp,a by Fernandez) were also one of the pr.e Oromo peonlen livin?, on the 

western plateau of l-1ollega rep,ion. 

Another important pre-Oromo oeo!,le in the area ~Tere t e r.anoa Tho .... -~ 

are said to have dominat!;;d the ~hole ccpion between the nabus and the 

Didessa rivers and their centre at Tulu Yawbel Accordinp, to the available 

oral material ) the Ganqa had a very well organized and stronp state ~hich 

long resisted the advance of the Oromo under the leadership of their ru1er~ 

Ab~~no. Abba Bisqano is reputen to have du~ trenches around Tulu 

Yambel and put UP a stiff resistance against t?e Sihu who were the spear­

head of the early Oromo expans" on in the area. The: degn~e of sophistica 

tion that Bisquano t s state is said to have refiched in pre--Oromo days is 

illustrated by a poip,nant story about ho~~ he solved his prol: lems of T'later 

supply for his cattl~ . It is narrated that A" ba ~isqano's cattle din not 

need to be driven to fer away loc-"'tions for Hora (mineral water). Instead~ 

he is said to have used a large num~er of Shanqilla labourers lined up 

between his residence and a distant Hora to rclay endless nots of mineral 

water to supply his cattle ri8ht at his o~m stable. Althouph this may be 

an exagreration of later generations, it is stjll ~ndicative of the considcr-

able internal stren~th of Bisqano s society . The rather romantic story of 

the final breakdown of his mount~in fortress ~lso points in the same direc-

tion. According to this legend , th~ ('romo .S!.r" s~.id to ... ave t"t-en him by 

surprise and besi Red hi~ on t~e occasion of the weddine of his daughter 

when he was giving a fabou10us f nst to his follovlcrs, The occasion is 

also enternalized in an Oro~o sqying- rlara Abba Bisqano ~afa chida bade I 

which means that the farei1y of Ahb(\ f'isqano was d _troyed on a wedding 

21 
day. 
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The traditions about the Ganqa are unp-nimous in pointinp. out that 

they were a leading agricultural people growin diffcr~nt kinds of grains 

in the rich hiehland areas under their control . Local informants 

narrate that the Ganga had an ancient custom of savinr representative 

measures of every type of grain And other crops harvested every year for a 

'1' 1 1" 11 d Y 22 r1tua consumnt10n at nn annUA re 1Bl0US ceremony c~ e ero. It is 

most interesting to note that Yero is the n~e of the lendinp. skygod tradi-

'11 h- d ~ 1 r v f 23 tlona y wors 1ppe y t'le peo~ a or (.a a. Since the traditions on the 

~anqa do not tell us anything atout their pre-Dromo ethnic and linguistic 

affiliations, this important ritual connection ith Rafa may indeed supply 

the missing link . It may well e th. t the G~nQa, like the BURsase and the 

Sinicho~ were of Omoti~ origin and may also have had historical ties with 

other Ornotic peoples further south. 

Today, there are no distinct Ganqa g"" aps as such in 'ol1ega and they 

are said to have been com~letely assimilated .~ both ethnically and lingui· 

stically by the conqu~, r1.ng Oromo. Nevertheless, "l nUI'lber of eenealogical 

studies have made it possible to trace some prominent f~milies with G~nqa 

origin in widely ue, ~rated are"lS far fron Tulu Yaobel: in Gori Woreda, Bodji, 

around Nedjo, Ghimbi s and ~ven at l;'tqe near ry~mbidolo. 24 

The last major peonle mentioned ly the trnditions as having dominated 

the highland areas in pre--Oroma d-:ys rc the Damoto. The traditions do not 

tell us much about them exce t to say that t1ey £i~st resisted Oromo txpan" 

sion p many were con~uereJ and assiMilated, and th rest fled northlards 

across the Abbay into Gojjam region where thpre is today the important wraj~ 

2S of Qolla-Dega Damot. Of tho~, ho were 'lssirlilatCo'd by the Ororno there are 

still some families identifiec by ~hc local ocopl a~ disLinctively D mota 

in Damoto mati in NedJo Worcda,Bodji and Aira.?f. J<:venth0up,h the tradition 
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on these people are rather meagre the sip,nificanc of Damot in he ~edi-

val history of the area Nas clearly consider hI . It is known from both 

Ethiopian and Arabic sources that there was a w II-organized powerful king-

dom of Damot which dominated t he ~.Thole :-\rea of central, western and southern 

Shoa with a much more extensive sp~ere of influence further west and south. 

Most prob~bly~ the lat~r kingdoms which flourished in this region - Hadya 

Enarea , J"lnjero s Kafa ~ anr{ \Jolamo derived th~ir origins from the medieval 

kingdom of Damot . 27 RefGrenccs to Damot in the sources until the sixteenth 

century also clearly indicate that it included p"lrts of wh~t is today olega . 

What is more r e levant is that throughout the medieval period, Damot was 

reputed to be a leading source of gold in Ethiopia . 28 Even today districts 

around Nedjo , Aira, Yubdo, Gori and the Dabus river bed are noted for their 
~ 

gold which is traditionally panned by the l ocal people. f.ne as we have seen 

above, it is precisely in the districts of Nedjo and ~ira. among others, 

that distinctive Damoto families are identified as a subMerged group among 

the Oromo with whom they heve been inter ~rried and by whom they have been 

completely assimilated. All these points ma~e it alm~st certain that the 

reference to Damoto ;n Vollega traditions is c0nnected ~ith some of the 

populations of the former kingdom of Uamot who must hav' still constituted 

an important section of the inhabitants ther~ in pre-Oromo days. 

It was aeainst these pooulations that the OlOMO began to expand 

during the sixteenth century. ~~ile the sundr v Shd~qil13 Rr ups were still 

in their earliest stages of developm~~t at t.~ ti _ the Ga q~ , Sinicho nnd 

Damoto were alrepdy well ' orennized w'th fairly stronr kingdoms and chief-

taincies of their own: and the r.~ference in th .:!Rrly European sources and 

especially in AIm ida ~ s Map to thp s . called Ki.ngdn U1 of Ri zamo" ,u~t certain-

ly be connected with thes ~ore eff cLjvely org nized co~unities still 

remembered in the local traditions. 
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According to tradition ~ the point of dep rture for th Mash1-

Tulama expansion intc Sho ~ and ~ollcra WqS h~ reputed site of Od~ Nab 

mentioned in the previous chapter . 29 Host nf t.he informants a so insist 

that a branch of the i:Jollo .. wrich is accordin 30. 
to Bahrey of Barturna 

and not of Borrmfl Orir,in ~ r~ccoI!lpa1 . i.0.d the Macha-Tulama as f ar north 

as the Entotto mountains . ThE:: Ma.£!!:i- Tular.l". ke t t COMmon gad.:'. centre at 

Oda Nabe and sent I e dir .. p- representatives there for the regular celebr'1. 
~ 

tions long "If ter they h.:1.d . ....,r '"ed ut and se ttl·:!d in lir eas furtpcr north nd 

west. \olhi1€ these represcntati,7es as seml-led at Oda Nnb ."' . they r eceived 

instructions on the b s i ' of Orom belief s and f 0lklore : co~on strategies 

for further expansion were discussed and d~cided : and tte~pts made to 

b · , 1 fl' 31 ar 1trate 1nterna con 1CtS . It is very clear thnt the Or OM had 

developed traditional nlechanisms to regulate the teMpo of their expansion, 

1I to minimize rival claims on newly occupied territories and to avoid 

clashes among different clans or tribes. one such mechanisM is the system 

h 0 11 b ' 32 t e romo ca qa 1ye , 

Qabiye literally reeans land holding but P-S syste~ it seems to 

refer to estab lished rights of r cedence 1n the occupation of newly con-

quered l and. It seems to hav been' ~i~ed ~t resclvinp. disputes that could 

arise within individu I clans 1 8 well as rumong di.ff~rent tri es or tribal 

confederations . Cur informants relnt~ th~~ the sabixc syst m regulated 

land occupation r i~hts 'l>1ithin th . a..T11e clan ty r.l:'yirling the _ocal community 

into eenerational hierarchies. f t r a community established ~ new settl -

ment and pressures of population increase as well as land shortnges beg~n 

I to be felt ~ the hobo or elder far.ilies had preced~nce over the Chora or 
l~ 

younger families to r · tain occupation rights on the settleMent. Under these 

circuMstances, it was encumbent upon the chora to move ahend: conquer new 
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lands and establish their settlements. To simplify the implementation of 

this traditional ru1e p the chora families often established their residences 

on the outer fringes of the settlement towards the major direction of their 

expansion; so that whenever the need arose these families could easily move 

33 out into new areas. 

The qabiye system also had traditional sanctions to regulate land 

rights among different tribes. Our informants illustrate this by narrat-

ing an old s.tory of how the Hacha, Tu1ama, and the nollo branch that accom-

pauied them decided to demarcate the lands which each of them were to 

occupy as well as to establish the direction of their eventual expansion. 

After many years of joint efforts to live and migrate together, we are told, 

the three Oromo groups decided to separate. To establish where each would 

set up its initial settlement and in what direction to expand later, they 

agreed to choose each a ceremonial bull called Korma Kerbicha, harness it 

with ritual objects to invoke divine blessing, and let it loose to wander 

freely. Each tribe would then follow its Korma, occupy the land where 

the bull rested~ undertake further expansion in the direction of the bu11's 

movement. This arrangement was made, we are told, when the three Oromo 

groups were in the environs of what is today Addis Ababa. When the bulls 

were left loose, Hollo's bull moved north-east towards Quebbena river. 

Macha's first moved northwards towards Entotto, then shifted westwards and 

rested near Awash guda (bigger Awash). Tulsms?s Korma also moved westwards 

towards Gu11e1e and rested at Cinchi near Awash qal10 (smaller Awash). 

The result was that Wollo moved its own way and separated from the two, 

while Macha-Tu1ama claimed qabiye rights on contigous areas. This led to 

continuous clashes between the two, clashes which lasted for forty years 

'1 h 1 . 3k untl t ey eventual y moved thelr separate ways. . Such stories are obvi-

ously rationalizations of later generations which are apt to simplify 
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what must have been a mueh more complex nattern of Oromo exoansion in the 

area since the sixteenth century. Very clearly , claims and counterclaims 

of the gabiye right to occupy newly conquered territories created endless 

conflicts among Cromo clans and tribes. The extent to which these fratri-

cidal clashes weakened the Cromo is most graphically described b~r Alemeida 

as follows: " If God had not blinded them (the Oromo) and willed that 

certain families or tribes among them should be at war with one another 

constantly; there would not have been an inch of land in the (Ethiopian) -
empire, of which they were not nasters' .35 

The Macha-Tulama confrontation on 9abiye rights actually continued 

36 long after their traditional separation at the upper waters of the Awash. 

Since this study is however c~ntred on the historical developments in Wollega, 

our main concern here will be the pattern of expansion of the Macha into 

this region. Macha traditions tell us that they moved further west after 

their prolonged conflicts with the Tulama in the area around the present-

day town of Ginchi. They are said to have earlier sent reconnaissance 

squads to assess situations in the organized states of Enarea and the other 

pre-Cromo people of the re~ion. Encoura~ed by positive reports from these 

squads, the Macha are said to have next moved and settled around the hill 

of Tute Bisil Osole. 37 Tute Bisil Osole is located in the upper Gibe basin 

between Gedo and Billo, well within view from the Addis Ababa - Neqemte - -
road at the small town of Ejaji. Tute Bisil remained the nucleus of the 

Macha Oromo, we are told~ for some five p,enerations and it served them as 

the point of departure for their further expansion west and southwards • 

It was with this region as their major centre that the Macha launched their 

rep,ular attack) on the pre-Oromo states of Enarea and Damot. It was also 
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here at Tute Bisil that tht; trnditions indic ate an increase in the popul 

tion of the Macha which apryarently broueht t12ir split into a nUMber of 

clans and sub-·trib~s such s Leqa, Sibu, Tt!ill-.!, )J'luru, Guciru, Nonno, JillDDa~ 

38 3q 
Wollega 9 and Hu11e . These r,r oups of th~ Oromo then spre~d out from 

Tute BisH and came to cventu'111y dominate the vThole area between the Abb y 

in the north ~ the Dabus rivEr a.d Tulu We10' in the est, and the Gojeb 

in the south. The sOt!thern wave of ~ac~h~n~~~~tion into th~ rich lands 

between the Didess~ and the Gojeb resulted in the P.u1le br.nch conquering 

the pre-Oromo populations and ventually est blishin'; the fiv~ Gibe kingdoms 

f 
. . 40 o Jlrnma, Gera , Gume and LlmMU • The Tume tribe is said to have moved on 

westwards to inhabit parts of Ilubcbor . The others~ Le(la) Sibu, Jirmla s 

G~u, Amuru and Nonno are saic tn have gradually conquered hat is now 

Wollega region. 4l ~lthough there are some indications to the contrary 

we have not come across any reliabl traditions to shOlr that the Oromo had 

migrated further west than ~n i~1arinary line between the Dabus river and 

Tu1u Welel. 42 

There are some traditional exp13nations about the motivating factors 

behind the Masba dispersal from Tute Bisi1 . An im~ortant factor was the con-

tinued raids and counter-raids bet~een the Macha ~nd the Tulama The latter 

are said to haw:! kept on follov7ing the Ma<;1a an . ill'r~ssin;, tt-f'i"' in their 

new settlements even as f.'1r west as 'rut ~ Bisil itself. The accounts of 

our informants sho'7 that it was only after long and ncs~erat cl~shes that 

the traditional Macha--Tuls:mta l-orderline loms finally esta ,EsheG at the 

Gud~ t~e:.... basin, with Tu1ama mostly inhabitln · the c0untry )n the right 

hand side of the tn0rlern roe?. from tddis Abae ':0 ,. .. q=-ntc. nother reason 

for the further eXV8j1Si" n of the tache. ~JaS th <'.p,)"!.rent gro,'t.n in their 

;f population and the resultDnt ~vercrowding of th~ farml n!~s as w 11 as 
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grazing fields . There are als0 ~ llusions t o nutbr aka of s rious pidemics 

43 in the Tute Disil area immc-di ;l. tely befor e the I "s.ha c' is J)ere.l from then:. 

Only the BU$sase of . n£ill0 nn the f ~mous Ganqa subjects of Abba 

Bisqano are explicitly i (~ 'mif.ien by our 'nfnrl'lanta as havinp, put u!> <l very 

serious resistenc p. 'l£ainst th Hq.£1:la expansion, :is inflicated earlier in 

this chapter. The Shanqil1~) on the nther haw' , yih" arc said to hllve occupied 

parts of the rich !, late.;lU et the t · m~· T,'Lre no t erlual to th fu~ious advances 

of the Oromo who were better :>rpanized, ."it 1. much i ;her levE:l I'f SOC! 

economic development ~ ~nd better armed. While the ~ajority of the pre-Oromo 

populations , the tra it ions relate ; resisted only with bn~TS ~ ,d ois~ned 

arrows, the Mac:.ha by then ha~ effective cavalry "lnd footmen armed with 

spears , shiel s ao _ a q,ecial . 46.. leapon call _d b1lla butt~. Our ~nformant:s 

also paint a picture of internal conflict amnng t he pre-Orn~o opulations 

in general , and this is also s1.id to have contribute to the successes of 

the Masha. At this stage of their ex~ansion t,e <lcha are said to have -
been organized into more cohesi ve '!rouns and they could eith r reduce their 

enemies into a dependent status or force them r. 12~vl: into less favourable 

45 areas. 

Ri~ht from the very beginnin~ of ~heir s'xteenth century ex ansion 

the Oromo hnd evolve a meticulous syste. when " hy they could assiTJilate 

elements of the popul "l tions Y1hich they 1:"f'cuc:,':,. inte' .'\ depenr1 ent status . 

Since they were still a classless society. their .. d .tr.itive communial S~ cia 

economic relations w re nt'rely based on ti ~ s of ki~ship. This sort of 

si tup-tion hn~ been (~ utli.!le'; by En;- l .s as fonl) .113 j!l the case of the Iroqu~ 

ois Indians who?likc the Oromo } lived under the fr r. l1lcHork of lh:lt he calls 

lithe gentile ccnstitutinn". 
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There is as yet no room for slaves nor , as a rule , 
f or the s ubjugation of alien tribes. ~en the Iro­
quois conquered the Eries • . •..•• about the year 1651, 
they invited them to join the confederacy as e~ual 
members- only when the vanquished refuesed were 
they driven out of their t erritor y 
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For the adoption of conquered peoples ) t he Oromo had an ancient mecha-

46-bis 
nism called gudifacha c0mplete ,>lith its own meticulous ceremonies and syrnbo-

lical rituals. During the ceremony of gudifacha local drinks were served , 

two or more bulls were' slaughtered and a fabulous feast was given to the 

people. As a symbol of the newly estqblished unity of the two groups , the 

representative of the adopting clan placed meditcha, 47 freshly cut off 

from the limbs of the sacrifici al bulls , on the wrists of the representa'-

tive of the adopted clan. Then the two representatives make cuts on their 

t . h' h 48 k d r h' . b d . h b respec l. ve t l.g s , ta e rops or t e l. ssul.nv 100 ., and mlX t e lood of 

the one with that of the other. A nevI name i s given t o the adooted group 

who have now become fully incorporated with the clan of t he adoptin~ Oromo. 

3he adopted were given exactly the same orivi leges as the Oromo and were com-

pletely integrated in the Oromo p,ada sys tem , becominp free and equal to the 

49 
It Borana" Oromo. After a few generations it was almost imnossible to make 

50 any distinction between the Oromo and the adopted group. 

This ancient mechanism of guidifacha gave tbe Oromo an inexhaustible 

capacity for incorporatinR large numbers of non-Oromo communities : and 

this partly ex~lains the rapidity as well as the dynamism of their expansion 

throughout the length and breadth of the Fthiopian plateau ~~ithin a matter 

of decades. 

Naturally , those pre-Oromo elements who refused to submit were either 

eleminated altogether or had to escane to other areas inaccessible to the 

Cromo at the time. It is in this way that many groups - both Shanquill~ 
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and Omotic are said to have moved either into inhospitable lowlands of 

. d h bb . G" ,51 the r1ver valleys or crosse teA ay 1nto oJ am re~10n . The Shinasha 

the Gaffat, and some of the pre-sixteenth century peo?les of Damot are 

specifically identified amonp. such populations which were displaced north-

wards across the Abbay. 

It has been impossible to get any absolute dating for the early 
o ,u 

€.Aoo.·lr .•. u.... S .and settlements of the Oromo in ollega region. A tentative 

attempt has however been made to determine the relative chronology of these 

developments on the basis of generations. As we have already indicated 

earlier, our informants insist that the Macha lived as a more cohesive group 

in the region of Tute Bisil for a total of five generations before they 

were dispersed further to the west and south The biggest time-depth we 

could record for Cromo settlements following the dispersal from Tutc Bisil 

, h' ,52 1S t 1rteen generat10ns • This means that the first arrival of the Macha 

at Tute Bisil took place some eighteen generations a~o. Reckoning on the 

basis of twenty-three years for each generation, this will place the event 
I' 

around 1565 which seems to fit in almost perfectly witp available dates in 

other sources. 53 While this traditional date refers to the earliest begin-

ings of Oromo expansion in the direction of Wollega, the traditions of 

the various tribes regarding their actual settlement in the region give time-

depths between nine generations in the furthest corners in the west and thri­

teen generations in the eastern and central parts of ~ollega.54 This gives 

Ian approximate datinr- of 1680 - 1772 for the final occupation and settlement 

of Wollega by the various Oromo tribes. It must be noted, however, that these 

approximate dates only refer to the periods after the final Cromo conquest 

of the earlier populations. And the armed conflict between them seems to 

have taken at least four generations. It can therefore be said with some 

degree of certainty that after a prolonged period of warefare with their 
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predecessors in the area, the Cromo of Wollega had finally established 

•. : oJ themselves in the region by 1680 at the latest. The tribes that had 

to move further west were also in control of those areas by the last 

quarter of the eighteenth century. 

Having spent many generations of expansion and conquest since the 

(" beginning of the sixteenth century, the Oromo evolved very herioc tradi-

., . 

; , 

tions about poineers and frontiersmen. The leader of the earliest families 

to clear and settle a newly conquered area had the honorific title of 

nagal Saqi which literally means "the opener of forests". As the leader 

of the first pioneers he assumed very great responsibilities in the name 

and on behalf of his community. He was given other symbolic titles like 

Abba Qabiye (father of the land possession») Abba Lefa (father of the 

land}, and Abba Goffe (father of the hut). Since all the members of his 

community had equal communal rights to the occupied land, the nagal Saqi 

did not enjoy exclusive land rights in an individual sense. Symbolically, 

his family constituted what was termed balbala guda (big door) while the 

remaining families of the community were termed balbala tina (small door), 

However, in the early classless society of the Oromo, this did not give him 

or his siblings greater rights to the land or other resources. Rather, he 

was made to officiate as the senior representative of his community and 

had a decisive say on distribution of land among the group as well as in 

arbitrations whenever disputes of all kinds arose within his area of influ-

56 ence. It is also apparent that he originally fulfilled many ritul duties 

such as slaying cermonial bulls on such occasions as the traditional rain-

k ' 1 b ' 57 W' h h 'f h " f d" 1 rna ~ng ce e rat~ons. ~t t e except~on 0 t ese pos~t~ons 0 tra ~t~ona 

importance given to him, the nagal Saqi was otherwise an ordinary member 

of his community. 
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In the final F.lnalysis. distributioll of nd for use was the t sk 

of the chaffe , the public p., . thl' ring of th local gada, on whichJ however. 

the Dagal Saqi had? decisive voice tOfe thc,r ith the current Abba Boku 

During the early p riod of OroMo expansion, land i s said to have been 

relatively more plentiful and t'lf' exercise of communal ........... ts hy ~ll the 

clansmen; r egulatec by L: '..! agsl Saoi , did not at first create insurrncunta-

able prob~ems . Ev{yr:r m.ale l"leTTl er of the community ',ld S '~nti t12-:i this 

doke which he could cul tivate and on ~ l-_ch hA Ltd the ripht to I'een and 

raise his h~rds of ca ttl e and sheen. 58 faLj ~eneratiors after the ini tial 

settlement of an area , ,,()T·rever . there was a gr~<Iu.:~1 incre"3e ~n th'";: local 

population and ne 1 c l ans are se.id to have come l ter qn~ overcrowded the 

limited land supnly . According to the availa Ie tr dition , this exesperted 

the situation and local feuds on land use b ~an to be rather co on. The 

new state of affairs is also said to have led to the develon ent of a 

hierarchy of land rights and an incipient stratification of society into 

less and more favoured classes. S 

It is apparent that the f'rst 1!l~jor co tradictions that b pan to 

develop ~7ere between the descendants of the first settlers and those that 

arrived some gener~tions later. Th familie~ of the first pioneers naturally 

established themselves in the hes~ corners of the ava 'lable land hich they 

held in abunddnce. T ey were so entrenched in t!Jeir nosscFsions of the 

land, that the only \01ay ne~y settlers could com9 'n pl2aceful1y w~s y obtain· 

ing the initial p€NSS' on of the Dagal 8aqi in '7hom were 1;;:'lbodieJ the 

communal right s of the plene rs. This was dc~e thrcugh ~ sDecial nrocQdure 

called qubsissa which literclly ~ec nt I alIa in? to settle '. The 9ubsissa 

agreement imposed on the qub~ thE. ne'loT settler :. certain duti",~ hich clearly 

underlined the relegated natur of his status . Thus ~ the oube was gradually 
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required to perform labour services to the Dagal Saqi for a ~pecific 

number of days. At the initial stage the Dagal Saqi used to receive these 

labour services not as a personal right but symbolically as the sign of 

seniority of the first pioneers. The services rendered to him were presumed 

as rendered to the whole community. In time, however, these fine distinctions 

were gradually eliminated and the Dagal Saqi began to assume greater impontance 

and to appropriate rights to land and to the free labour of the qube in 

a much more personal sense. 60 

Another factor which also facilitated the formation of social classes 

was the inherent conflicts between the Oromo and the various populations 

which they conquered. It has already been said that the Cromo had a 

traditional system , the gudifacha, whereby they assimilated some of these 

elements. It is very clear, however, that they assimilated only those 

elements which were either of Cushitic (like themselves) or of Ornotic 

origin which had fairly well-developed socio-economic systems of their 

own and which were not very different from the Oromo in their light com-

plexion and in other physical characteristics. It seems that these factors 

made the process of assimilation much easier for the Oromo during the many 

generations of expansion in Wollega. There were, however, a number of 

other populations which were physically, linguistically, and culturally 

so distinct that it was not possible for the Oromo to assimilate them. 

These included the very many small groups, speaking different Nilo-Saharan 

languages, who were of very dark complexion, and who were known as Shanqilla 

since pre-Cromo days. The Cromo furiously fought against these people and 

displaced those who survived the early confrontations from the rich table­

lands into the dry, hot, lowland basins of such rivers as the Dabus, Didessa, 

Anger or into the hearts of inaccesible forests. 61 
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Apparently? the points of social contract et ~ n the Orome and the 

Shanqilla were rather minimal for many f,eneration an~ they tended to 

live their separate worlds . Gradually ? however lihen the highland popula 

tion grew as a rerult of both internal 8ro~ths and the additions of 

fresh settlers , land began to e a scarce commodity . Land-hunrry Oromo 

families ano clans th~n beean to force their ways into the forests and 

the river valleys not only for occ sienal huntinr ut also for the conti· 

nued exploita tion of t le available land and other resources . This led to 

more contacts r.;rith the Shanqil1~ T·,ho se villages were con~inuously raided 

by the Oromo adventurers who in time be~an to enslave Shanqilla • ,3- " l.nulv.l-

62 duals. Another category of peool r> t.lho are pers' stentJ. 'I rem mbered by 

the traditions as having suffered a similar dependent status were the 

submerged grOUQS which included isolated hunter gatheEr~ blacksmiths) 

potters and dressers of skin. 63 Most probably , these were inherited by 

the Oromo from the earlier populations many of ';om Alread' had very 

highly stratified societies prior to the exoansion of the Oromo. The 

traditions state very clear1y ~ however , that the Oromo had later come to 

relegate these peole into the lower echelons of their society both in 

f ~ . h ..l • 1 64 terms 0 ao( rlg ts anu SOC18 status. 

Although it is not yet possib12 to identify precisely the exact period 

when these developments bep,an to tnke place it neems very clear that mAny 

such factors had already led to the breakdown of the ef,?literia", p,ada 

system by the second decnde of the nineteenth century • nisput~s over land 

caused armed conflicts among ncighbouriup, Or.o .. 0 cl.:lns and tribes. The 

Oromo seem to have made distinctions between int _r · t= bal feuds which they 

called lola > and mrs Hith non Oromo peoples r eforrcd to .:1.8 dula. There are 

persistant Oromo traditions th~t after t e qab~L~ rights to soecific parts 
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of Wollega region were established among thern ~ Oromo groups involved n a 

lola did no t as a matter of principle disposses one another of their land 

holdings. Among the Oromo , there was a common rec.ognition thet ther is 

some s&rt of mystica l bond betw en man and 1 nd and th~t it ~ould be imkos-

sible to change this thro gt -orce of 65 arms. Th victor: us party collected 

only booties of cattle anJ other goods and l eft its Oromo nt'Jy s till in 

control of the land . In thr V6t, of c l ;~l:>he s ~ith the non-Or('I'lo however ~ 

we are told that the main target was appro~datioT": of tht-.ir land as pe; ll 

as other forms of property. If the coPq cred p_ople ~ere very distinct from 

the Oromo and could not oc a ssimilated, they were rGduced i n 0 extreme 

positions of personal dependence an~ e '~n ensalved by lead in~ families of 

h '0 66 t e conquer lng rOMO. 

Out of these endless clashes g the~e e erg ~d i n the l c t er ~enerations 

leading person~lities who initially disti ~u~ sP8d th~mselves ither s 

gada officials or as the Dagal Saq i of their c01f .... unlties . Gradually. 

however ~ these individuals and their descen~<. ts built up oyer the gene-

rations very high nosit ions of influenc ~ a~ong their PLopl e . They even 
, 
began to be surrounded by an increas i ng nU!CIb",r f person~l followers. 

They also tended to accumulate large .u~ntities of yealth in cattle nd 

land which their di.rect offsprings inherit, d . Popular titles such as 

nama gudda (big Rnd iniluertti:ll m?n / .. Yer~ gi 'en to thetr t'" sip,nify their 

new elevated status ' aud th~ir personal prc~incnce start:~~ to interfere 

with the natural course of th gadc> rules <'nti regulations. 67 It is 

interesting to note th."lt this trend of soc':':\l t!0"elopm~nt alP. ng the T.o1011ega 

Oromo , which we have here reconstruC't r' on the b. sis Ot che loc 1 tradi-

tions, is very reminiscent of Engles ' ~nalysis of the slo~ trans for ~tion 

of primitive communit' s into clan societies · 
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. . . differentiation in w~alth affecting in curn 
the social constitution by creating first rud'ments 
of a hereditary nobility . .. the deeeneration of the 
old intertribal warfare to systematic rai~s ... 
for th pUrr ( ~e of caPturing c~ttl ~) slaves, and 
trensure a regular means of gainin~ a lLvelihood. 
In short , \Je lth is praised And r espected as the 
highest trcasure~ 3nd the ol d gentil institutions 
are pcrver~gd in ord~r to justify forcible r bbery 
0f wea lth . 

33 
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CHAPTER III 

The Proces~ of S 

Ever. S1.nce t he be'inni np of tl,eir expansion . I the ear:ly sj xteenth 

century and their ventual settlement in extensive parts of the Ethiopian 

plateau the Oromo had COMe into contact with orr. t· T)~onl S a t var uin sta~es 

of socio'-economic deve lop-;nent ~~is I nturally leo to dyn~ l.C jnteraction~ 

between the,·, on the one hand and tb r n r - Orono 1'o"'ul tions on h other. 

These interactions as well as the internal r r.anir~ of chanfP ithjn Oromo 

society itself~ br~uRht anOui I . the rae . aJ tr~ sfonc~ i on of Oromo culture 

over the sixteenth. seV~Lteent and ~. ighteenth ~ -'ni:ur1 ps . clear picture 

of the various phases throullh \o7hich th' trarsfoTmau~r~ h d -0 02"3'& will 

have to await a much mor eXha\ stive ex.~'nution nf th~ 4~lrly t rad'tjons of 

the Oromo throughout th~ Eth·npiar. platfall. ev the less, pt has 

been made in the last chapt r t n rf'cvns truct 0n the b~sis of availahle 

traditions } some of th~ ~ajor develo~ment leadinr. tow~rds t e incr sin? 

importance of int:1ividual l _acL~rs and heir famih-=s . I t is .:lOp rent that 

by the end of the lRth. centt ry and t l . f 1 lQth . bep nr 'ng 0 tle _ c ntur thi s 

general trend df the breakdo m nf the {ad. synem in L vour .... f do i;'lant 

personali ties had b ~gun to affect most parts 0[ ~Io ll.:-'!~n. region. 

Some reff:rencc h""s already been m~de :i.n ::h l.:lst ch.t"tcr t the 

various Ocomo t1~ibal gr:'lUps ::."' .. a itin~ r:he dif..tct'E'nt ."1 rts )f \\oJ' E:. 0.. Th · 

Qudru GCcupied the north east~rn ~~rt of t ~ :cr;on 5th F:ncha~ vnll~y as 

\ thier focal pf'l lnt. 

related Jimma prnu 

To th ' ir ifT1tl'l()diate .J st nd s(~u~ ' , .Test <Tcre the two 

Horro tribe dC'min'1 tl,d th remai nil f' part of lorhar is tod y Pnt'r ., r\l,lr 1 I\WTLlj a 

thus occuuyinp much of til ~ ceca bctr,'p.en the Abbay nnd th~ Anf'.r nidess.:l 
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valleys. Oth0r clans such as t~ Li~u r.hida nd the I uru n s~ livpo 

there as saller grouns. The "r.:-'1 1 tTo,1"cm the Artr'" t 

Ham a and the nidessa river !:: -:.'\d cOl""e un ?r v8ri us Leqa clans of fo1hich th 

most important froITI. east to w st liler e the LeC' '' Pibu, Leq'1 P.illo~ te(1 Ghid.~ 

Leqa '1umt-a~ and Leq1 Ne~emt c. . Further '·7(" ;- betli/een the idessCl and t e 

Dabus river s liv.d differ~I' t cJe"ns he~ "Tl~jr" to t he ~:p ... u tri e of vh; ch th-. 

Jarsso Sibu~ the ;Jedjo Sihu the Bod!i <:it- the ?'::m3. Sill1~ t he Ghi I i Sibu 

and the Aira Sibu were the IT'O~t consnicu()us. Tr the ,nuth t,. :;i .• 

Sibu clans, he t cen the U I ner ''''l t ers f..'f th0. .. ahus and tl-" r:-ro rivers lived -
the S!'\yo p-rouu "l.n n the ether ilT'portan t c1 '1n of tlte I (' (1 a,J: ri h na .ely tlJ 

1 
Leqa·Qelle~. The available t editions inrli~'1te that : in each of these 

cor.ununities , dOTT'.inant personaliti~s ;l;:1.d faMOoly p.rrtlT'JS had lready erne r ed 

by the beginnin c: of the nineteenth cl;ntury 'll-np' the lines su?~estecl tnYTards the 

end of the last chapter. Bahr~ 7 eHd Oo e h,~ s s}.-etchea tne hr oad outli nes of 

? this developnE'nt aI!l.on? the Le~:--0ellp" and ':l sjt:1i1p - ntte~t has b en 

made e lselhere to do the saMe y'l t h the 1::r:" Neqe t c p.roup.3 HOTTcvcr both 

the local traditions as well \ s the repprt~ of contemporary trAvellers in 

\

the 

the 

area clf'''Irlv show '"t:l t the sane... nr ..... ('2 sses w-:.r p. t3kin" olncr throu~l. ut 

Wollega "rea. 

Almost invaria"'ly . t-1 \ f H·,ders f the rulir.1! fal'li. ics ~;er(' thE; desc.en-

dandts of prominent roineers t h. ~'1-i dis tin:(:uisr . themselves duri r t c 

early days of Or no expansion in t .P reE lon . The tr3ditions ~re ~lcc oersi 

stant that th s€ individUAls hed either hel": 1tn. Or •• ":r:t lectivp. T'Psts within 

the pad a t;tles of Ahba Baku or Abbp Dula.
4 

I t is alsn relate~ by our inforMu 

nts thflt th tter.lp t t ·) suh rcr. t th . ~alite- Lan gad:: syste fmel to c:'!oturc 

absolute . oner .as oft n mOld' ~"Y '\ nUl!lh~r of :riv. 1 familie .3 wi thi the s~me 

locali ty and clan.
5 

T' u~ I't\ch of the aut" cracics which d Nel(mt:!d later lol<'1S 
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a result of proloneed conflict and desperate strugg .8 for power . hs a 

general rule , better nilitery orp.An~zotion ) t forge more if c 

tive alliances , stronp,er control of local eco nrric ru ources and es ecially 

dominance over the conteMDorary tr~d rout s s w~J l ~s t~ ain narl--et 

villap,es were the ~ost decisive factcrs j~ t~ SL '~ CeSf, of an autocrat over all 

h · . 1 f· 1S r1va s. t-Jhile the tr, di ti ns ar ' n0t y co~nl~te for the nnny communi-

ties "'hich were pla tforms for these cruc-i ,1 <.ll;!v\~l ... ,nents, an attempt is f!)ade 

below to outline the main features of t .~Se O=OCl.S5 s of St3t r for~ation on 

the basis of the tradit' ons of the ett"T "n '\o'T1 ~rOUD ·.n t-l1C ·'ollcS':l e~i"'n, 

I By far the most h"portant of .he 1 ')cal OrcM~; .. 1toc"":.cies that emer£ed 

in the 1011cpa. region wer. these of LCfI ':' Qell"'-.;} and Leqa- Neqemte of t-rhich the 

7 
former has heen briefly describ d else l.rc. Of t h 0se tw gro -~ t . dition 

gives unqualified pr cedence to Lc·n?-t eqc':!,tc 
~ , This prectdence 's con ected 

with the mucr ('arlier process of ,,:'p.:msion f' '' t ". L .. (1a- co!"! in th 1-1 Ie 

region . It will be reme~ber ,d that durin: t~ 8prl J micrations ~ it ~ere the 

qut;i s.u or you.> e r far.tilies vh J had t · , ove furt rout u look for mere un-

occupied . '~nd while the hnngafa r "':~:ined in S:'t l. ~ which had alrcady be n ----
conquered . Thus in t Fir search ~or ric~ ,astu.e l~n~ th~ ~qa tribal gr0ups 

as a whole are believ .ct to hnve rcach~rl ,resent-dav qent 

8 
twelve and thirteen p,ener ~ions 3"Os tl~~ is ~bnut 775 300 years bpfor present. 

There , the hanpaf3_ cl<. s rf'r:tair.ed betwpen the '1JTIe ~.d the> Dides5 v~l1ey9 

while h '1ui~i <;u moved on to the It'cst an s')uth T~Sl tc foun pt-r· n n1nc 

and elev~r, <>cnerations ago, thi> c'"lrm uniti_ s b.t. r '-,:0 Tf. _.s Leq:t, Ghirlbi and 

Leqa Qellcro espectively. T'1is ~AEgaf_'" - QU ~isu r lationship b tu c •. Le _~ -

Neqente and L t1. Qellen is a constc.nt theD in ch~ cC'r:I!lon historical rec l1e-

ctions of the tt.;o grr)Ups nne b1S SI)1':' ,t imes i . m cemented hy iT"lP( rt: nt marriage 

9 a.lliances between them 
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The acknowledged founder of the Leqa -' cqe t e st te was B k crc Godana , 

a member of the rela tively small Na : ~ line ape ro p of the much big Ir 

lolayu clan. lIe wa s born in Wana lokof n, a v' llage l( cat ed '')n the "Testern 

edge of the upper Wama val l~y through T~hi chJ the l ocal tradit iuns t e ll us , 

passed important e~ st~~8s t carava n route s cor.nccting Shoa with the h .art-
)0 lands of Woll ep,e. from pre ~Ororro days . He ,.,:>! t hE: ( n ly child in his family 

and , having l ost his f t her in early childhoori he was hrOtl<-ht l'n y his 

mother ) Mup-he. He spen t t he e"'r ly part 0 his you t ' under the t ender care of 

his mother ( t lolalT'a Mokofa . A 1 th \.! t raditionw about his .' arly lif l-~ indicate 

that he wa s n ver y sensitive ann r e stles R young manvho bepan t o demonstrate 

special talent tor personal leadership au ,no h ; s rwn peers.ll It is actually 

reported that as soon ~s he reached the a~ o~ ado l e scence , he began t e 

surrounded by em increasinp, nUt'lber :) ( unrul'~ a nd adMiring vounr, foll owers 

who began to har~s s the neighbouring c~~uni ti~ s t ~ ~ ._ate much havoc and 

acquire a lot of no t oriety amonp the ~ayu c1.:m. fieker ud ~i <; young followers --
are said t o have s': 3.rted their adv_ t u!' !: S hy L1Vf.'. ' irg at n ight '\o7ell- knr.\J-

stable s . milkinr the cows and co su~in~ the n il -. .~ t he s")ot. This radually 

developed t o more ~r i ~ acts f vandali sm nnd they era to steal ~e~ s of 

cattle from local stable s , dr ive t- l1 ... 'm t o n . i.Jhr r U CUI S? wond s and f east on t heir 

meat with impunity . 1 '1ey a ,_ <, Iso said to have wa' l a id r ·;?r"'vans a10r.~ the 

major trade routes .confisca t pd I e r~e ·"mounts '"' f 1'1e rchandi c: ':n~ distur cd 

the natur~l £10\01 o[ trade into t he RH'a . 12 
Ai l t i~ shoclrF_d t. sense of .ro-

priety of the loc a l peo Ie ho naturaJ 1y resenr d the! disturbance of the tradi-

tiona1 law and order sancti ne l. by the ga <1: syst ... :'l . The el _ ~ ted f,ad~ officials 

made many attempts t . brin-: BekE re' , )lr oup unuer cont r, l ; b\ t t his lon ', imnos·· 

sible since the young outlav: wpr well f) rp. l!nized and ~.ir\ · obi 1 · . Beker 

and his fol1m.rers also i pnored the reT)eated summons nf 
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1 local Oromo ~oDl . 

Thus, individual families and vi1lap,es who suffered from the'r unlawful cts 

had no protection nor any lepa1 sanctions to resort to. It's under these 

circumstances that a general se~.p of feDr and insecurity began to engulf. 

the local people in their relation 'nth He" ,-e ' 5 COID:J?.cr:v of bandit"5. he 

only ~~ay to survive such situations yras h creati.nq a modus vivendi ~Tith 

the very bandi t ::: j conunonly d nou cen r.y ·"lie hard 1')r01)onents of the f_~2 

system. Thus we berin to p.et tradi tio c; o f pe eral r»snect and ~.dMiration 

the local peo Ie felt tm~adr Pe!rere a!' ~ hj s groue. , n i .- 1"f"a~ino nUIlIber 

of other youths also bep,an t o joLt t~e -:-an1·. and f'le of Bel'ere s entourage. 

This was particularly trub ') f young men Hho "~re prosc!cllted under f~.E~ 

rules for sOlne traditional offencps such a~ inflictinr injury on individuals 

14 
and adu1ter , As a result , Bel ~re; ~ a~ ~ ~f young bandit ecame very 

large and the news of 'ts terrible exn1( it s : nread n' _ only in t • I ediate 

neiphbourhood , but also ~n areas beyonc the limits of th€ 1ncal linea~e 

groups. 

~ s has already been indicated ear1i r this nerior of the first half of 

the ninete nth centur y ,Jas OI: .. : of c nsider =' 1 () ~larfat'e aJTlong dif-erent clans 

and tri1:>es rr.c.in1y because of r1isnuf s s re ,arlii n ,qa i :'e ri~r"s to land. Each 
I 

\ rival p-roup vil·d witt it . opooncn s in creat i ~ or_anized and strom" 

firhting forces to defend :ts own claims 10' att8c~ those of others . Bekere's 

!"aternal uncl{ 15 
Barart ·~ ~ . .-no as involved 'n on~~ of 8uch desperate conflicts 

at Komto? a litt10 tc the North - ·T>1est of Pekcrr IS nA.th'O;, district of TATam!'. 

served as • noted hba Boku in his younpt;7' days. 'Put now he ', a: an old 

nan 9 with nn ~ons of hi~ otm D and har-ssed by his enpmi ~ 9 in his fi~ht to 

defend the .9.:'lhiyc. ri~hts of !'>.;. -' ~a linl.'l.?e ~r.CL.'" a ,; ? whole. Thus, hnvin 
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a notorious nephew was a ~ d send for hin an 

Bekere to form his fa~ily as an adonted son. lCJ 

ar rti formal l y invited 

For the young, ;:!t!lbi tious Beker e ~ this H, s ;"\n 0 nortuni y he could not 

afford to miss. fA fatherless boy broup.ht l' 1::y:, r) or MOther , ~ekere was 

-lon~ forced to fend his own ways and the only outlet fo' h's trnmendous 

personal drive and resourcefulness was t he corr~3Dy of younf andits he had 

organized vlith so -nuch €ff iciencv .1;: T1ama 0 of. Nop all ot a sudden , 

a ne~., avenue l.7as opened un for hj 1. ;}y l.~cominy P:rr'lrti /""o' s (l(l opted s on 

he had thr> opportunity of bee ) in~ a ~~.!1?af~ of his Naa lirea:'"p. r:roup ~hich 

he could easily use as a lepi.! i.r·'~' .:e base for nower . Bara.ti t.J<lC c: '18 ' n 

quarrels we r e ,.,ith Duqe ~1iju aed Fido Bokkissa who territories "'-:'n! 'to 

the iITlf11ediate nort ~nd west of kOI'1to r "spectiv E' y J 'lnd 'Tho ere uch 

younf,er and current holders of import~nt p.~!" offices in thnir oWl' COMU 

nities. Du qe Miju l,1as an Abba Du).~ of his l in€ ~H:~e ~roun whil " F' 0 EokkiSs<l 

"'as the Abb.:'. P.oku of th t-} l'.o lc ')o whir-" va s thf> r.:mraf:l 1 in age p,rou amon~ 

the t.layu clan of the Hare -: '2Qr Because of '1~ r.; position a a leac:ler of the 

haneafa line~Re rroup, Fido ~ok J~ : ~ d con~id-r Ie trp~itional influence 

on the other members of th~ T7~yu cl~n ~s ~ whole At this point in ti~e 

Fido Bokkisse's power s w~re "id l y rec opni7.e i· al l h · rli ferent T ~yu 

lineap,e c roups exc nt that of the -~a led 1 \1 n:lrax:ti t t"0 t>l)o fllthou ~ 

old man with declii'1.!1P Y(''!rs continuer to chflllh.;zc Fido okkissfl 's 51. 

tion . An ir..·J3 luable tradition Els'"t:.rts the t tl"·e reason fol.' this conflict 

between the Naa and the Kolobo li~p~ p.e ~roups ·~s that ~oth had anc jp.nt 

17 
claims on the lofty .osition of ~nnp.~!~ of the { . yo cl n. The irformant 

goes on to say that l.. he rOa.:-. i.' ' Tlt ,. - . fcelinp thn t the Kolob0 h-· usurnE:' the 

Eangafa title "r. that Fido okkissa' S pOl.T':l S ¥1~. ill (' . j ·i ·\" te .1 thouf!h 

there were addition~l bones of contention of minor it, ortance . this hasic 
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factor was clearly the most imoort~nt. 

Bararti Amovs adootion of BekAre s h' son 'y troduccd ~ new and v't~l 

element in the strugele hetl.o1Cen t he two 1 inea~e~ nt first he cerroniously 

sealed the form~lities of adontion by slp.u?~tcT'~ '" t hr _ ~ulls of different 

colours and offerinp. a l l!rrre feast to his line .. :we ~rOl:T). ::mnointed 

Bekere's for h ro ild l.oTith the mixe<i ..l ood of the t :,T -,c hulls Syr"1bolizinf' th~ir 

new relationship with t h0 tr dit i onal b l essinr Ad ko Slffa flaK . nnu . • • \ 

which lite r ally me~ns ' riay }Q 
pod p,ive you; y f orehec:d . 

Beker~ plunped into the interc lan co~flict Rlwos t rip,ht pway . The reno~ 

of his valour and daring exploit~ as leader of is young f o l0 7~rs at 

Wama Makofa ha d a lre:tdy followed him to KOI"lto . He se 1n beg .l ~o e res ected 

and admired, e soecially aftn' he kil lt: r1 -our strong otlrriours " f u 

one of the arch enem1es of Bar~ ti Arno . \ s ~ r~ sult of pll this h ~ 8 soon 

elected to the offic~ of Ab ~ DulR of his loca l ~~a g rla assem~l . 20 He w s 

thus e iven yet Ilnother boost ,md a .. " . ~, , ! Dl')r e secure 1.<>. '1chin~ 1ad for grea ter 

power in the region . 

It was custo 'lry aI'lonr t};_~ C rOffi0 to ffer.s s eci;>l ~ ft or Y.-:nna to the 

Abba Dula at the time :)f his - ; .> c t i on. The ~if t often consis t '-!d of a ~orn'\ 

or bull accordinl t the afC-oP Cl1stO of th §l'Ir'I ~yst Out of bis unlimited 

ambitions for hi ~ no ted son s }'(· corti Arno h~; . • m·rel1E!r~ (,ite a nov 1 sche!!'e . 

He advised Bekere to ask ;( '3semhl y to gran t hi ~ole cn. trol and reonopoly 

rights over t e hot lowland ree io .... h tween t1 l, ' r idessa rtnrl l nf' l?r rivert, called 

21 F.andeq. 

The assembly \")5 flabher?a s t '~d At the "t" 0qGest, In the firs t pl'lce" neither 

the Na'a linea~'e . rou~· nor oth r Leq.q ;-roups did, s yet have (:a1-~ ri~hts ver 

Handeq l.,hich l-l"S still unoccupied by any Or";~' CO'!lltlUh ~ ty ~{.condly , no t: bn 

Dula hac! ever '_0 -ad for such a 1 '\r ~(> l and pr.:lt' t e:cr _. f!J1en the request 
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finally came to ~ vote, no decision could be m de on th spot. Aver 

influential member of the community is said to 'W nrp,ued thAt the new Abba 

Dula may have had SOMe sinister motiv~ in asr in~ for the forests and that 

decision should be ~1ith held until these fir. asc~rtained. The assemrly aRreed 

and adj ourned for the d : y, In th ;~nsui:1f' f'~ .. ninf, o0 7('ver, we arc told 

that the prAct'cal ~~r rti MO an roaehec th ~~n -ho Ar~ucd a~aitlst Bekere's 

request and br i h ·d ~1in ~dth sixty a~'()l "ith the ('iss(;ntip~ voice sUenc d 

B 1 h ' f f' 2? e~ere pot 15 !l'r:mt 0 ''17"'.deq the ollmo7l.n .. day. 

It is also appare>nt t:h t nost . Ifl.'l individuals (lid not at .'111 realize 

the full i~portance of Hendeo; nnd they were ouite indiffp.rent to th£ whol 

silly r~~l;t. ccordinp to on infr)rroant !? ~kQre 1 S u"'usua r~,.ucst at first 

evoked ~uch laupht 'r (' n f he asseMrly. Fovevr:r in hi wisdoT' at re 

year Bararti ~o spenr to hnve lo~ '1P r pciated th~ corsi~er 1 1 potenti Is 

23 
of Fandeq forest . It is ,1.1)p::lrent that at least the 1 adino 1'i . ber~ of 

the local Lf>C!3. cor:!r"1n· !:ies wer e:- "l1'"eady assoc 'qtc i ,.nth lon{' diFtance trad~ to 

and from the Hollega ~ ", ~i}n. ' I.; i1~V ' a1 r- a H ft;'_n ::cbove that in his days 

of banditry in \ anu (ok .... f., . 0nc C'f Ecb're 3 l"'\~in ,~ X1)loit£ ' '1 C stoppinr. .c.t:rr:rVllns 

on the way ~"'d roH:; in" th»n of t eir ~oods, hi t'18S the" considered l.S a 

destructive act t,y t'H~ 1 c'3.l N fl ~Jhich seems to i""dicfltL th:1t they were used 

to :nerc.hants coming an ~ .<r.g husinpss \"ith ,.!~ . 'P,ar.'lrl.':' A .... O ~ dexterity in 

using !l~.!-_(' 15 a . rih to sileree '-Ii 5 appon t (qro w~l1 ~s th,' lClttp.r s 

< ccept:mce of an llnole br.· e) .also ()O to shou th'-it truck: TJ~S not un!<-nown in 

the .:lr~a. 

It is nrecis('!ly 1n t},; :: contf'xt of tr:'oe thaI- thf" ''!lu(; of r .... ndea seens 

to hAve I, p ed larne in B.£.1'"arti tuno' s vi,f't/s. T\e· th\::.J: local nane for Handeq 

\ 

24 
is actually ~jju E..E~ phich liter~lly me. n~ . the:: rc, ... ,? ()f eleph~nts' 

and the iIlm rtancu of thl>S~ rp'p'ons f0r th ? iV0ry t '1d \.1as ~1pll known since 
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?re-Oromo days: Vhile renuestin? that }an~e be ted to him ekere 

is said to have known clear.ly the irnnortance 1)£ ivorv both locally for the 

manufacture of sundry ornaments which were ~rec iouq 1u}~ty items ' and for 

I d 'h I' 'Jr:. externa tra e w~t . onp dlstance ~erchants. ~ s id s ~ l e nhants~ the 

Handeq forests tea ed T"itb a v.::riety of wil-l ?n i T!1als such a~ buff'aloes . lions, 

r.iraffes and otherp, the huntinp. of Y7h~ • .,7as verv hiphl reparoed both for 

the material and social benefits ~Thich it brou~ht to successful Oro~o 

, 27 
warrlors. Handeq also hel d ! nurn p.r of oth·:,!' resourt; ::: ' f phich the exclu' 

sive contr.ol could make the Pekere family ve ~ r.~osnerous. Thus a let o~ 

wild honey was collected from the forest as ,,' ''' l'!. as thE U'3.ny aves v7hich 

abounded in the area. furthermorp., the traditio'ls 'nrlicate that a lot 0 

cotton was obtained from t he I pndeq forest. Both RRrarti ~mo and B' er 

also valued Handeq for ~ ossi~le stratepic use in times o f ar hen thei 

28 forces could easily reL p~t to get a~propriate cover fro~ a st~ong ene y. 

Another precious product o~ the Hendee:! area were the Sh:=innilla y.ho had 

alreacy becom.e -'In inexhaustH, > source of f-"'~ l,,~ our for tbe i . fhland 

Oromo. The traditions about the period bet,,'een r . li1~ r; and the 187('1 s show 

that the Oromo of th£: r'olJ (~0'1 plateau had established fjnn relations 'f.orith 

the _Shanqilla of the hot IrHl '1111 rp-:;ions. Tie ,3i=.> told th' t an incre'lsin.y 

number of the ':::'1nqillCl l-1ere ' ,:)0'" t to the highland villapes and lli"tie to 

stay wit!l the fami li es of the OrOlllO y.ho c'lptured th ... in ~t. forest to whom 

they ",ere f(1rced to rel' -: ~r lahour servj c "s botp- dome<;tica' 1 Y '.nd out in the 

fields. Thi~ process of ensl<"ripp, th2 Shana'l'!.<l became so well established 
--.:.-=-, - - -

that by the MiddlE' of th nineteel th cpnt In <'lllC 1 slav s <, ere Rften found 1n 

Most well- to do 0ror £nrili(s . Af er being 'P.~ L for SO~~ Months in the 

hiehlands '1 fe,~ of the i'1ore relia"le Shnn..lill n:. era se.t rack to their r In' 

tives on whm'l tley ir.lPressed the r.cnefits (1f ~ staL1i"hinp <ll"lic<tble r lations 
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29 with the Oromo. These persuasions often succeeded, lar ely because 

a number of other Shanqi l la were still held ostage y the highlanders • 

There gradually developed strong economic ties which were obviously more 

beneficial to the _ L"omo. The Shanqilla () tt'\! lowland areas started to 

supply their Oromo masters ~.Jith local products such as cO ':ton, honey and 

game of different types. In return for ti es'. valuable items they received 

only minor favours such as being eive aome food, small pieces of salt 

bars $ and a fel., beads . In later days , t ram the early 1880's on wards , 

local tradition asserts tha t the slave trade ~ ame very important ! and , 

the highlanders there got another and more profitable use of thE Shp.nqilla 

who were hunted by the hundreds and supplied :egularly to the any slave 
30 markets. 

Such were the rich and valuable r esources of Handeq forest over which 

Bekere sought and s ccecded to get exc lusiv~ control wnich was legitimized 

for him by the decision of the gada assembly . Once he got this popular re-

cognition of his possession of Handeq . he made sure that no body els2 had 

acce ss to it lrithout his ovm permission. ''lndeq and all its resources were 

thus jeal -,-~sly guardsd and lJhoever tresp ssed ' '\s punished severly and also 

earned the enernit
J 

0 ':: p'·ere and his tarnl' The ab~olute control of access 

to and exploitation of th~ se fore ~s bec ~~( ~~e most important bone of con-

tention between Bekere, on Lh . ne hand , ~1d hi . many -ivals on the 
tther. 3l It is interesting to note ~ern that as we shell v e later, his zeal 

for the protecticn of his mononoly over handeq was a ~rrjor cause of his 

death in th last battle he f ught a t ~ekke Buli . 32 

Adop ted y the- resp~cted eld ~r H'lrarti MlO. e ( -: pd Abba Du1a of his 

local gada group , ancl p,iven the ble ssing and sup:>or t of his 'JWD people for 

t~ ~~l~i tion of the ~ esourc s .. f Handeq~Bekere soon 'lcauired consider 

able personal pow~~ and lealth. Fe 800n beenn to make his office of Abba 
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Dula very different from what it trfld' ti.onally w s . H surrounded him' . 

self with a 1 rge entourage nd transf rm d th 3 «tOndala fightinr. fore 

of the gada system int~ his own ryersonal army . Tp€se younp men ~ere armed 

with spears , shields, and axes. The tradi t i ons "lso 1n :cate that he 

took pains to train the~ very well with th~ .elp ~nd advice of elderly 

members o~ his Naa group who gave instr~cticns on t~ctics and techniaues 

of war to the young folIo ffirs of Be ere. The l~tt r ere maGe to run on 

qorati
34 

bare-footed, acquir ~ good horsemanship , throw spears effectively 

and defend th fIlselves with t l. _ shields as yl_1~ 'lS to be skillful f'wimmers. 

They were kept well with rations of Chocho35 specially during periods 

of active fighting ; and they vTere given ver' generous shares of the 

booties collected. He used these younp ~ 'l~riors in many of his daring 

attacks on neighbour' ~~ cornrr.unities who~ he raided drivin- way all their 

cattle, looting and burniag their v ; . l ages. ~uch ~ruel attacks on the 

neighbouring populations went \. ~vond tb~ limit s .nctbned by the r. da ' 

system. They became i~ ;rea s'ngly more ersonalized ~nd arbitrary ~~r~ 

mostly aimed ~t a mere accumulation of pers~na power ~nd ~lth. The 

targets for Bekere's aL. lcks Here not 11,' r.on Na~a p,roups. He "'150 harassed 

people of his own linc.?;ge yyhc 'Jere eitc.:-r ", el; in heads or: c'lttle or howed 

. .. . 36 s1gns of challcng10g h~s pre~u~Pt~ons. 

BeKere -ielib~!·.) tely ignore<:t. the ba sic tenets or ~ustomary Ji!:ada 

rules and rei~ula· ~ "'ns. !'e ceft~~er.. to shan_ the "l3.r booties except with his 

own loyal followers . ~ e ignoT~. th~ suneri r powers of the Abba Boku both 

of his own locAl ga ~ as ,.1e 1 ., s th . s of L .l'it d ('.ommu ~ ti .s. He despised 

the principles of ne,ceful qrbitration on ~ir~ the f. ~d" asser·,ly operqted 

and alway. r sorted to force even a? ~ inst his fellnw g d~ officials wh 

h 11 ed h " b' 37 c a eng lS ar ~trAry m nners. '2' .PTe are intcrestinf! traditions bout 
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this phase of Bekerevs rise to power which indic te that he xplicitl 

tried to weaken the powers of the other f2d~ officials as well .s those 

of the gada assembly. Pe is said to h~ve t0ld t he local elders that they 

should not interfere in matters of war .'1nd r~ J..,tion with neighbouring 

communities. He asked thed to leave these entirely into his h3nds and to 

concentrate their own efforts on the semi r eligious tasks such as the 

d ·· I . k' 'd h . , 38 tra 1t10na raln-ma lnp c remonles an ot er rltuH_S. 

Bekere's personal fo1loTvers increased in pu.T'l.Jer and the traditi ns 

show that they carne to join hin c 1 Jm Many directions, even from c1nns 

other than the Wayu of the t 1ara Leqa. Thes8 peorle were ttracted by the 

fame of Bekere and came in search of persC'l"!o;' fldventur(l and the promise 

of enriching themselves ~ith Looties under his leadership. It is apparent 

that all his followersid not have to st 3Y with Be~ere all the ti~e. 

l-lith the exception o£ hi s four mounted body guards who accomnanied hi 

39 wherever he wents the r st we e only ~alled t ) join him in times of 

war. This was done in tw,) w:'\ys. Jor people who lived in nearby villages, 

k ' 40 . .l f ' . 'II h 'd' Be ere s Wa~ announc~ \., roT':"· promlnLnt n:. tops t at war was 1~en lnfs 

and that all able-bodied men should join t he eader pt a qpeeifie site 

and ti~e. For those pho lived far aW:J Y ~ !"eret messen;!ers wer!:> sent i.~rUoCt:-

ing them to part:i.cipate i-:! th •. ; ~l'"l:led co ,fliet. Following such :lnneunce-

ments ~ his followers joined Bekere iT' L\~~ r. nur.:bers and. helped him lo.Tin his 

l·yars. In return 9 he gell 'rously rF\-~< rdc::d th.m ('u t of the huge spoils they 

eatherpd together . At the conclusion of th battle, they all c0llected 

their booties and went bacy to the'r sever~l villaces until th .... j were called 

b k . 41 ac aga1n. The ;~Jvr-:'1tp..~es (,f this nrr ":').·"';lent durill~ the early st~ .es 

of Bekere t s p wers a'l.°C vl!ry clear. At a time ph;-~! l B..:kere was not yet in 

full control of vast areas. he could net ce ttlc his f Halvers in .1.ppropriate 
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locations and the only rewards he could giv the were th ir shares 

of the war booties . That t ey C'. 1 "rent 'ley to their own villAges fter 

every conflict spared Bekere fro~ havinr. to provide th .rn with ~ll their 

needs in times of ~elative ne~ce. 

All the sames these fol lowers consti tute~ an cffect:vc striJrinr 

force when ver they were called t(l , (!trcr 'ln' >lith their help P.ekere con-' 

tinuaito build up his power and t,T!;11tl'. His anhit'ons were not fully 

satisfied by the successfol re u1t~ of his acc~sionAl Att cks aeainst 

neighbourinr. vil1ap.es. B~ b ·r~.l t o aim at ~B blishinp a more forr.~l and 

lep,itimAte PQ~er ov~r not only his fe llow N~a and Wayu '~nS~2n but over 

all the Warn. Leqa between thE" VArna and the ~.i. l,essa rivf'rs, and even further 

42 
west and <'nst, As a result .e started to come into a series of arme 

confrontations with oth -r lc'> ..... inro- flersonalities which ::-bounded ~n the 

region at th time. ,hturally h startt:d th.~ strur,rle with F' 0 Bokkissa 

whc had been harassing his uncle .'<l.'!'l..ti l' 0 e.s indicatccl earlier 

Fide. ~ , kkissa p:> 5 th '?h~_ Dr '-t: of the Kolobo liI'c~~e grouo which 

was then widely recognized a s the h~~~3f3 'all the iayu clan. As such 

he h~d been trying to consolidate his ~ ~~itioI'ql influcpces on all the 

lineage groups of the Wayu, including t~ .e llc'a Ir.. so ('oinr. b: ,"n come 

i-nto t:epeatEy1 conO icts -i th the 'h'a ..,ho, qS w saw earli r. also had 

ancient clain,s to th~ posithu 0" ha':"J_;":'~ Th re arc also trad'tional in-

dications that, like Bekcre 1nG other contem orary Qro~o per r-~nalities ~n 

the r<:.':ji n, Fido Bol:kissa .... -ClS tr -in. tG disregard ~ada custo;".::rjT la 1 and 

subbtitt1te j t with his own ar itrr ry rulc:s . Thu'1 there are reports of 

Fido destrr ying the h l-vests of SOt:2E' of' his fa 11· T,l l'nlobo on whose crops 

he is said to have fed his c"lttle. This lo7as cl ,d y ap,ainst the ancient 

norms of the Oromo em n~ lho~ t'<:, respect for r"o~ w s so ritualistic 
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that even strangers passinr, by are expect· t ~ protcC them fro~ cattl 

43 
or any other pests. Plthou~h he died before compl ting his traditional 

eight- year tenure, there are ~eneral indic~t 'ons that Fido Eokkissa woul 

have perhaps continued t o rule ~8ainst the gada customary law. 

One of the points str~3seu in the tradi tions regarding Fido Eokkissa 

is that he was leading ~r.rjtrary raids on nei ghbourinp. p0pula tions. Bararti 

Amo's Nae lineage had b Pon one or the frequent vi~tims of such raids and 

lootings. This had created a lot of hostile f~chngs between the Kolobo 

led by Fido and the Naa l~d by ~ararti Arno ~ho was now succeeded by Bekere. 

The risine power of the latt r ~7as a r eason for much concern for Fido 

Bokkissa and his Kolobc fc' Howers . 44 As n 1r.er2 i s influence cr ew in the 

region he is said to b ve pt'(1Voked Fido into an open arITled confrontation 

with him. The traditions show t hat B~kere recruited and planted Kolobo 

agents from among Fido \ f-: f.)1l0wers !'tnr began LO -orcpar e the way for a 

final show down . He is sai ~ ~~ ~~,~ Dade arrangements rnth his agent 

to insult him publicly while he was assinr. hy ~n assembly chaired by 

Fido Bokkissa . He used such incidents f or openly cl .. Henging Fido .qnd 

threatenin~ him with pun>i,·(:! actic - infront f hi s m.:n assembly. Bekere 

is said t o have i cked R mor intimat .... quarrcJ with }''i (II) 1:-y seducing his 

favout'ite ,.istre~ses who ~ere specially set asid: for th pleasures of the 

45 Kolobo Abba Boku. 

It ~ya~ "cctually nt the r sidence fJ£ one of ~Llch mistresses thet 

the. first major clash o_cur ~(l oetHeen Bekere and Fido. Fido had spen t 

sometime with his lady l: ric:nd at Koro~i "~l ' ch is about mid-way between 

Bekere's Nala district of KOMto and 11 • Ulte:. th". Main seat of Fido' s power 

at the tit!l(: . l3eker c atta k ,1 th~ Kolobo at ...,rammi by surprise and in-

flicted very ",:avy casualties on Fi<lo' s fo1 0 Trs. ri~l then fled to 
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Digga 9 west of Neqemte which was soon occupied by Bck re who wns pursuing 

the Kolobo leader. Borderline clashes c0ntinucd between the t"t-1( sides with 

Fido sending his troops to raid his own people around Neqemte who were now 

living under Bekere . Bekere als~) sent his folla~ers to attack and 1 a t 

the villages under his rival's cont: ')l ~r und Digra which finally forced 

Fido to start abandonin~ Dil?p.a and movinp to Ben ,l.9 further south-west. 

Fido is said to have died soon afterw'ards b'_Lore: reaching Ben(H. His son 

Amesha was elected Abba Dula it:'lnediately an', :',2 :,~C to lead the people against 

the ravishes of Bekere's continuing ~ttacks . ut f.mecjla ",as no match 

for Bekere's eff€ctiv,. and s as~ne~ leadership and was sorn forcec t~ run 

away into hiding in the territory of the neighbaurinr. Leqn Qurnbn wh~ were 
46 

then led by another emerging 01'''r;:'', "utccrat y Bera Ote. 

Bekere had thus eliminated Fido Bokkissa from the sc ne end st out 

to bring not only Kolob0 terri L~ries undLT him but also th ~ rich, lewland 

areas extendin[; ,:1S far \vest as the Dj.k.,&a river and nnly ISparse.ly popula-

ted by the Shanqilla. In so doing. he a180 succeeded t ,. bring into reality 

what had been a mr;r ' ~ythical control nf th~ Fandeq forest ~s has been ces-

cribed earlier. Horeover, h moved f..r:-t Kon:to which \las 1 "at",rJ too far to 

the east for his purposes, al~ 47 
m~r1c 1:2qemte h'l'; offici'll seat (£ power . 

~ 
It is particular'y from these days 0nwar~s that Bekere's rule ov r 

his people began to ShOH di stinctivp chnracter' sties. He Wl<: not c.;,lly a 

mere Abba Dula of th ~ S '111 ,:1'-. lince.po qrollp . but hll.d also brought the 

whole Wayu cl n under his domination. It has been sai~ earlier that the 

Naa had claims on the position of h:mg fa ( 1' th, ',inyu clan which w s then 

occupied by Fido lbkkissa 1 s Kolob'). However th~ naturt; of Bekere' s new 

control over the "?nyu cannot b se n as a mct e r_stitution nf N :l:l h"ngafuma,48 

a posit i on which was ceremonial, d void ~f ~ny nowers, and s0u,ht only tor 
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its traditional and almost religious benefits . Wh t Bekere was evolvin 

was a different state of affairs altvfether. 

He had already completed his eip,ht-year t~pur.~ as Abba Dula of the 

&ia but had simply continued to assume that position and actively discour 

aged new gada elections thrGllghout nis territories •. He had long cha leneed 

oJ and disregarded all gada custom'lry ru es which he tended to relegate to 

a mere relir,ious significance . Since his qu~rrels with Fido Bokkissa, he 

had come to domin~te non-l.aa cOmlliuni t ies fro~ ~~ong whom he succeeded to 

recruit many loyal followers. Thus , the ~ources f legitimacy for his 

position could no longer be dr<! m f~om the st.dctly l-inship-cascd principles 

of the gadr~ system. The rca!. .R ~\f' for his power were his military powers 

and his increasing wealth in cattle, valuable cotmnodities such as ivory 

and other natural products as w~ll as his increaRinr control of large 

tracts of land. 

In terms of his control of land, Bekere mad€ use of his successes 

against Fido Eokkissa 1n a way which was almost completely alien to Oromo 

traditions. [~started divic'ng anrl oiving out piece~ or. land to his 

followers whom he s~ttled or. the areas that had been evacuated oy Fido 

Bokkissa and his fo1lo 'ers. To t~mpcr the ef f zct that this would have en 

the people, he is s~id to hav(. 1;i',,"n th~ most influential individuals 1n 

the conquered areas titles :Cluch -'is Abba Lef:'l49 which, as l·le t.hall see later, 

were beginning to be of considerable import~nce. Thus, his use and dis-

tributions of qabiy rights w:~e becoming another ma ior source of power 

for Bekere. It was said ear"Lier that qabiy\ rights were quite inali~nable 
"f' 

in the ancient traditions of the \,'oll f p,a Oromo as !l wholr •. , l~ith Bckere s 

emergence to pOyTer, however, no Oromo family lyithin his territories between 

the Wama in the south-east and the Didessa in the west could be assured of 
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continued occupation and exploitation of its ancestral lano, Absolute 

loyalty to Bekere was the only protection of one ' s ri hts in these matters. 

There are many traditions of land confiscation as well as cruel lootings 

of personal property suffered by many faMilies in the hands of Bekere 

and his followers.
51 

In any agrarian society like the Cromo, there could 

be nothing more oppressive than alienatinp the peo~le from their pieces 

of land. The following is a very tellin~ peom vThich was popular among the 
~ , 

Leqa Neqemte regarding the increasingly arbitrary rule of Bekere 

"Bekere Godana Fidon Aryate 

falp,odi nanjeta sito maryate,· 52 

Paraphrased, this distich remanticizes the pre-Bekere e.ra under Fido 

Bokkissa, and blames the advent of Bekere's oppressive rule on the coopera-

tion of some elements of the Kolobo who served as his agents. 

Bekere was becominf. the centre of a fairly stronp- state structure. 

H d h . ' 1 f M .53 b h' h h h f th e soon assume t e anClent tlt e 0 _ otl Y w lC e was ence or 

known. He was served by an increasing number of officials both in his 

court at Neqemte and throu~hout the area under his control, Besides the -
military apparatus which he ~~as careful to make more and more effective 

54 
over the years , Bekere was now at the head of a well-organized admini-

strative and judicial hierarchy with the help of whicr he strenpthened 

his control over his subjects. 

At the lowest level of the administrative structure were the Abba 

Lefa who were largely elected by a number of local families belongin~ to 

the same lineage. As a general rule they w€re elected from amon~ the 

hangafa families. Their role was to act as intermediaries between their 

1 1 1 d h ' h ff " 1 of the Mot;.55 oea peop e an 1?, er 0 1Cla s • The title of Ahba Lefa 

• d ' h ' . 56 was, as we have seen? already assumed by early plonee~s urlnv t e m1gratlon. 
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It no't.T f> atT\e an import nt linir betNee!'t IOC;ll c nUi..es and the Moti ' 

court. HO\o,rever ~ the title was also gi ~n irectlv the 1- oti to leading 

membe.cs of his own follor.7ers wh n 1-. e set 1, ' ct them ir r :7 ly conr:uered areas 

whe.re t!1ey played the T1P r"l of ~~:-· "Ceu T!t. ;no l.'·e ... 0cal connnunity in its 

rela ion Hith t e fon <:l rl h ',3 ip.nn": ofEc::'als . The !.l"lb;:l Lefa l-lad 

nUDlber of respon~if-ilitiee l')uC'h Be' 1 €.p.Dinso· peac(~ ;-,:1t1 security in his ar£:a ~ 

collectin~ tr ibute clue tc the lfnti froTl1 his ""Ieople. t-iobilizl. f local con' 

tingents in time~.· of W;l1:, ;tnd ensurinp "n eve.TT;Tay the cent:' Hued 10 A 1 ty 

of the !,eople t.o the .fnti .. C:
7 

5'1 bnmediateJ.y above t1)e AbbA LeL,? ~]as the Abba ~oro . pho vas also 

elected by the peopl frc -, :l .... ·)rli:, r:he many :Lba L~!~ of a iep,ion. A very 

important quality r~~uired from the ~~~a Qoro informants ay, as personal 

courage and ability to lead his people militarily : t ~as Iso eces ary 

that he be a ma.n of t ested 10 alty to the Moti l1he had to an rove 1 assutno-

tion of office. The Abba Qoro ruled over a much "areer aarea than the ,'h"a 

t Lefa; and hf' often has s everal l'Gba Lefa under him. i T' . l -~ -~nn~i ili.ies 

were l.n e ffect +-he saMe as tho e of the .t·'J8 Le~ but at '" muc,. hieher level. 

Ee was specia!.ly ex!>ected to keep lat,l and ord€:c in ;"ds rep-ion: to keeF the 

highways safe for tp~ caravan t :'?ders; aIlct to ensure that tribute due tlj the 

l ~ . l' 1 .l • 59 IOtl. were Droper y COoL ectel' .'Tl tl.me • 

The Abba Qoro reported to th " l-:ha ?iIf'.~O TYl"o las directly ~npointed 

by the Hoti h1t:self . t\r> Ab~--.!l::'y~ ha3 a nU' j PoT of Abba Qoro under • im and 

his respordbiJ ities were . .;~ 'Bctl.' tC'l tre Hod.. Very often this lefty 

post was held ei ther by the mAny ".!N; cf t~e ...: oti himself. 1.)1' :-y .. : S 'lose 

and loyal relatives. A1thou' h they also h !~ court in t~eir respective 

reeions .. to.y s")ent Much f their time w~ tl tre r,ti to "r.7 0'" t hpv Jere the 

highest counc('llors. Th .• were the 11l0st imno1'ta t sU,,)T'orte1'. of he 1ot:. 
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led his regional forces durinp, expeditions~ acted on his behalf 1n the 

areas under their control. and ensured ) through the many Abba Qoro and 

Abba Lefa, that the interests of the Moti were always protected. 6l 

There was the much mor e specialized office of the Abba Lega which 

literally means li the father of the river t . The A.bba Lega was specially 

responsible for the protection of the forests and t heir resources. He 

ensured that only thos . with official authorization hunted in the area 

of his control, and effectively prosecuted all poachers. All the other 

resources in the forested areas specially Handeq were militarily pro­

tected by the Abba Lega who mad~ sure that the Moti got what ever were 

his dues. Bekere himself appoint ed the Abba Lega of impol rn~ fo rest 

areas in the valleys of the Ellri ." ... PiciLssa 9 and Ang2r rivers ; and they 

reported directly to him . The Abba Biya appointed them for small forests 

where they played essentially the same rol~.62 

Parallel to these administrative off ' ces ther _ were also three 

bodies which looked after strictly legal matters at every level of the 

Moti's realms . It is impossible here to discuss t.!eir specific originsl> 

but the traditions are unanimous about their importance in the days of 

Bekere. These traditional "courts of justice" were knoym by the nUI:lber 

V of elders of which they constituted. Thus , on th," Selge court sat nine 

judges ~ on the Shcne, five , and on the Sed -" only three. These judges 

were elected by the local peo~le from among the most highly respected 

elders in the pr"'~0"'ce a 1"1,1 with the approval of either the Abba Lefa or 

the Abba Qoro as th case may b . At the c ntral level in d~qemtc, the 

members of these courts were speciaE ,· iCl' ~d and appointed by th Moti 

himself and his councellors . 63 
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Legal cases were brought in the first 'nst nc to the Selge which 

had the mid 8 t connection with the rank and file of the pCDl)lQ at every 

level of local administration . Their judgment s were often final and 

highly respected by the people. The connota t i ons of t he popular saying , 

tIS I t I ' ' n64. . . e egn a an1 murto muren transm1tG the tr::td1t10' th;l f" the decision 

of the nine elders were gener a lly acc~pted by the c~nc~rp~d parties. 

Very few cases may be t~yen to the Shen~. They often reviewed cases 

brought to them and their ru~ings had to be used as precendents binding 

on the decisions of the oth~r courts. It is apparent that this is the 

basic reason why our inf0rm~nts unanimously cone~ ' er the Sh~~ as a 

I 
J venerable group of "Sera Tumall

, or 'Law makers". The hi,ghest court of 

three, or the Sede was the l~st court of just'ce and ~lmost all ca&eS 

ended with its ruI'ngs. Only on very few and problematic occasions did 

the Sede refer disputes to the Abba Lefa , Abba Qoru, : bba i]a, or th 

Moti. The tradit'ons indicate, however, that all cases in\olving capital 

~isbment hac to be submitted to the Moti himself .
65 

/ At the head of this fairly complex state appvr atus, Moti Bekere 

continued his ag~~~ssive policy of conquest and expansion in the whole 

region. It is Jcry l ear from the traditions that accumulation of wealth 

was __ at the very basis of the SUCCe SS of ~ ruler ~nd he was notorioua rn 
- --- -

making sure that his subjects pn"' i~! (~ d hir') THitl", 't .. ;ular tributes. The 

admiuistrative machinery described ab0ve was particularly geared towards 

a more effective collecti n of dues nt every level of the state system. 

Tributes we e paid in h ads of cattle, gold ~ ivory, honey, cotton, grain 

66 crop S 9 ~nd even amole. All these were collect d at the lowest 1 .vel by 

the Abba Lefa~ transmitted to the Abba Qoro ~n, the ~bb Biya, respectively» 

and then relayed on to th Moti's perso~11 treasury. An ther source of 
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revenue was Bekere ' s incr~asing control of t r ad nd the trade route 

h ' h s d th h h' ,,67 w 1C pas e roug 1S tcrr1tor1es, 

It has a lready been pointed out that from his early days as an 

emerging autocrat Bekere had shown keen interest in t he caravan trade going 

on between his area and other regions, It i s significant that he starte 

his career as a highwayman attackinp. carav~ns . The ';?lue of controlline 

the long-distance merchants must have dawned upon him from those dnys . 

We have seen above that the first thing he did as an Abba Dula was to get 

the blessing of hi s Nan people to let him be sole proprietor of Handeq with 

its numerous elephants, the Shanoi11a, t e ui1d honey, cotton, ane ~nnv 

other natural products. Wi th the f rther development of his power and his 

assumption of th title of Mati it was only n. tural that his zeal for enco­

ouraging trade throue~ his lands were tremendously incrc~ sed. 8 

The most precious item of long distance tr ~de bot!l in earlier times 

and during his reign was very clearly ivory. This' 1 S reflected in Bekere's 

~~y this item becoming tr ~ ~~nopo1y of the Muti The traditions are 

v ry clear about this, 8 • . 1 t hey r ,,· :'ate th:lt it was m;-~de ille~al for all his 

subjects to hunt e lephants anu _ 0 handle i vor y .xcer t through his expressed 

h
. . 69 , aut or1zat10n. This t!lOnopoly c( vered only tl,e Handeq forests during his 

earlier days ; but it w s soon ext Lndcd to c~ "~r qll the areas under his 

control. The terI!lS of the tTlonop ly l"lere such that anyone who killed an 

elephant had to give the tusks to the local officials of the Moti. Offenders 

of thi s r ule were severely punished ~nd the whole administrative set-up from 

the Abhe Lefa» Abba Qoro, Abba Lega and the Abba Biya made sure that the 

rule was cbserved strictly in th respective arc s of their control.
70 

Bekere's emphasis on this point <las su('lt that f or amlin "'ho killed elephants 

and extracted the ivory for his own use, the only alternative was to flee 
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the Moti's realms and live in asylum in neighbouring areas. 71 

2' N •. ext 1n 1mportance to ivory was gold which w 8 not, however, locally 

produced in large quantities. It was mainly obtained from across the 

Didessa from Leqa Qellem and the Sibu areas. The Moti got gold mainly 

fro~ the merchants who passed throu~h his territories and ~ho paid their 

customs dues in the precious metal. Another way through which he collected 

gold pieces was by imposin~ payment in gold on some of his own subjects, 

specially those who settled in the wastern ~,::>rder1ands. 72 It is not clear 

what Bekere did with his gold. Some sources i lJic3te that he just hoarded 

them in his treasury while others say that he us~d them in exchange for 

other goods. In general, however. Eakere is rerlell'bered by the traditi.otrs­

as a man who had a fabulous collection of roId.73 

Although it seems that little use was made of the Shanqilla in the 

slave trade during Bekere;s days, it is very clear that he had an upper 

hand in what ever traffic in 51avt:!s -- either loc-".:!.ly or through the 

caravans -- took place 1n the Didess:1. -- Anger v:: 1.1eys. Other items of 

less significance were large a: <;1..1':: of honey and cotton collected in - - -
Bekere's realms? specially in the Handeq forests. The tradi cions also 

74 
indicate that heads of cattle~ butter, and grains were exchanged. 

l~ile these constituted loc11 r.roducts, our informants report .that 
..r 

f various items were in great de~~r.d in Leqa ~eqemte. These included gold 

V- I and traditionally worked iron from Q~llem and Sibu countries; mules, do~eys, , 
cloths from Gojjam; cloths from Sho2) and particul3rly coffee from Jimmn 

75 area. 

Neqemte was the most important market in Bekere's territories. As a 

settlement? it was first founded by Fido Bokkissa who defeated and expelled 

from this area by Bekere as indicated earlier. There still is an old land 
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mark called "Qota Fida" which literally means "the trench of Fido", 

starting outside the limits of the town running west to east, and extendiug 

almost to the centre of present day Neqemte . The traditions say that 

the trench was built by Fido to defend his settlement located on the western 

edge of the town today. It is most interesting to note a lso that the market 

place , Bekke Jema, is loc~ted precisely where Ficlo Bokki ss~ 's settlements 

are supposed to have been. The traditions insis t 1 however, that it w 8 

only from Bekere's dajs onwards that Neqemt~ had a market of its own and 

started to be a focal point for caravan rout~s co_~in~ from various direc-

. 76 
t~ons • 

" The most important of these ~s said t( have ;een the trade route 

that ran from north to south ~nd connected Gojj :~9 Neqemte 1 Jimma, and 

other Gibe states . The t raditions on y mention Gojjam in gen rInd do 

not mention any specif:c locations th -re as having been of particul~r 

significanc(. during i"ek~re' s days. South of th~ A~ba:,:, however, a number 

of important sites Ilre mentio.l(-:·-l and a s scciated ~--:_t.h t his route. Thus, the 

merchants ~>:<:"e said to have passed through Dege ~ ~(.i. '_It' (Lii:'1:lU) Anger valley ~ 

A · 'd .,.., 1 d J-: 77 Uke valley, Neqemte, Getema , rJo ) Dl. essa ,)e~:1(,C • g~ro an 1.1nma. 

The other major route r"n c s t He st 'me connected ~eqeEte with impor-

tant areas further afield. Th~ Bilio - Neqemte route connected Bekere's 

r ealms with the major markets b.)th 

The route from Basso in Gojjam to 

in south e~stern G 'jam and in Shoa. 

!~ ~ndabo in Gudruland conver~ed at Billo 

with the route fro. Shoa through Gedo. The Billo - Neqemte route then 

continued westwards to Ghimbi where it brancheCl into two major directions: 

one to Qumbabe in Leqa Qellem and the other to Gore in what is today Illu­

babor . 78 
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The informants affirm that it was over this network of routes that 

Bekere established firm control from his capital of Neqemte. He is said 

to have encouraged merchants to come to his land an~ do business with 

him. Al l the Abba Le!~and Abba-99!~at every level of the administra-

tive set- up were specially instructed to keen the highways safe for them. 

They also had obligations to provide the caravans with appropriate stables 

for their animals as well as all other -equirement for thernselves . 79 

All the traditions indicate that Bekere "cnt a long way in cultivat-

ing the friendship of t he long distac.ce merch'l ts. He is sc:.id tl) have 

been very careful not to overtax them, and tc give them bett ,r conditions 

of trade than any of his neighbour s. This attitudt, of Bekere an his family 

towards trade is epito ized i r. a very telling p0c... ... composed y erchants 

in praise of his son and successor, foroda, who had only continued and 

strengthened his fathers p lie;: 

Gardi Jillo yd abba so~idda 

Genda Bushe.n ya abba sogid0? 

Danno Bera ya abba sop,idda 

. . 80 
}1or~ Beka ya abbako Juta. 

The literal translation is given belo '7 in the footnote. But th spirit of 

this ~oem is that while the ne ' ghbouring "utocr ats -.. Garbi Jillo of Leqa 

Billo , Genda Bushen of Lee;" Sibu, Danno E r'l of Leqa Qumba--- preferred 

imposing heavy ~mcle t axes on the t:aders ~ the Leqa Neqemte concentrated 

on gaining personal friendship of the merchants so much so that t:le m~rchant-

poet referred to Bekere's son as my father. " Althoup,h there is no doubt 

that there can be some exagp,ration of this point in wha t is essentially a 

Leqa Neqemte tradition, it nevertheless indicates one of th important factors 

, 11 in the growing power of the Bekere famlJY 
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Another connotation of the poem is that a jor reason for int r -

tribal rivalry among the eMerging autocratic fa~ili 5 of the east~rn 

Leqa l-7aS their con!> •. ti tion for the control of the trade and the trade 

routes in the region . ~espi te his unqualifi d successes againist his 

rivals within the ~yu clan ~nd among all the Leqa Neqemte , Bekere did 

not manage to brine under control the other neighbouring tribes of the 

eastern Leqa ? namQ1Y I the Leqa Billo, the Lcqa Sibu and particularly the 

Leqa Qumba. In each of these ar as there had ~l~rged lead in personalities 

whose career deve10pped alonr more or les s ~he Aame lines of Bekere 's. 

The eastern most of these and by far the frien~liest was Garbi Ji1lo of 

Leqa Billo. Not enough trad~tions have yet bp n collected regarding the 

background of his rise to pow~~. Rue the available ~terial sho~ that he 

was a very wealthy person with numerous heads of cattle and extensive tract 

of land under him. However , he deriv£!o t'uch of hi s wealth and po er, from 

his domination of the £IL.a of Billo wh ~e trade routes from Gojjao, Shoa, 

. 82 Jimma and Neqemte cr~ss-crossed. He is reputed to have had very good 

relations with the other Macha and the Tulama tribes occupying the land 

between Wollc£3 and the KingdoM of Shoa 1~ the east . He is also said to 

have had peaceful relations with the Oromo oeo~les through whose territo-

ries the important northern trade route t .:) \ser.dabo <lnd B, sso passed- The 

only people with whom he is s3id to have f ought continously ar. s~id to 

have been the Nonno tribe who lived immediately to the south of his l~nd. 

The general picture that emerges about Garbi Jillo is one of a very resource-

ful leader who facilitated the lines of c~~unication for the merchants 

that came from all directions . As sn.n h.::. was ab.1ays interested in keeping 

peaceful relations with all the po 'erful e]~~ent.s around him. Thus he 

avoided c('oflicts with the rat1'lr·r u'11' c~lsoTTle Ie' ( to the south-west 
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and the Leqa Sibu to the immediate north~est More important sill h 

had established marriap,e alliance toli th Mati Bekere of Leqa Neqemte for 

whose commercial agents he could a ssume securi ty and full access t o th 

33 eastern markets . 

The werst enemi es Rekere had in the area were the L q? ~ihu and Leqa 

Lf Qumba. The Leqa Sibu
84 

were led by Genda Bushen 7ho started his career by 

I 

assuminr, the gaj.a (' : fice of Abba Dula ~rhich ? just like many other Oromo 

leaders of the p ~riocl he used as a launchinp pad for a permanent exercise 

of power over his people. Genda ~ushen ' s t erritories rerc vry limited 

and the Leqa Sibu are one of the smallest tr. it es in the aren . However , his 

control of what is today the area around Sire ? ~vP. him a strategic control 

h ld d 'd b ' h - '11 85 over teo tr ~ e route conncc t~npo ' sen ~. a ",11 t :' !. 0 , Genda Bushen is 

said to have been a very unrul y char'lctcr i '~O only s'" , t he tempor :1 ry dvnn' 

tages he could ga in frOID the merchants uh 5~~~ edAhis territories. He is 

famous for ov ' rtaxing them and sOMetimes even waylayinp the caravans and 

confiscating their tflerch"'ndi se . He ~JaS tt>us m~jor factor for the lack 

of stability and law and order in the whole rc~ ion. He ~lso led repe~tcd 

raids into Leqa Neqcmte territor'es ,.nd he.r ass d t-he local -ubjects n-F 

Bekere . When the lIYlre organized and po 1 ·rful f orces of Bekere counter 

raided the Leqa Sibu, Genda HUGhey-. sir.>T.' 1.. y v'i "'hd rel-o,' to the 'Iu.q.a range or 

mountains abandoninf his pe0ple tn the r e.vishes of R~1cE' -'" wr tho 'Ri h't 

until the end of his days , Bek~rc m'l~~ re~[~ted a ttenpt : ~o hrinp und r 

hig control the Leqa Sibu area toeetrer. \oJl ch th: nrofitahlc tr-de l',' utc 

passinp, througr ~ire Rowever this was a 1 in vain , ana t ~ . linery Genda 

Rushen long sur vived the loti for "l-lhose sen ~1(! continued '~l ~e ."" thorn 

in the flesh. 8(. 
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By far the most darin~ challenge to Bekere 's risinp. ~ower came from 

Danno Bera of Leqa Qumba to the immediate south of the Moti's territories. 

The rivalry betvleen the two had a greater time depth than the Leqa Sibu­

Leqa Neqemte conflict . It started immediately after Bekere's takeover 

of Fido Bokkissa's territories. After an unsuccessful attempt to repel 

Bekere, Fido's son Amecha , fled to the south- west and was riven asylum by 

Bera Ota who was then Abba Boku of Leqa Qumba. From there Amecha is 

said to have continued raiding the territories of Bekere who stronf,ly 

suspected Bera Ota's collusion with these attempts. In those early days 

of continuous warefare among the tribes, the frictions between Bera and 

Bekere were further worsened by increasing numbers of other refu.gees leav .. 

ing Leqa Neqemte and being given asylum hy the Qumba. Although Bekere 

also tried to attract Qumba refugees in return 7 a much larger number left 

Leqa Neqemte than the other way round. The raids and counter-raids between 

V the two continued right down to the last days of Bekere and even until thc 

v 

Sh ' . 87 oan lnterventl0n . 

The Leqa Qumba are reported to have been very courageous fighters 

with the strongest cavalry in the whole region. With a strong sense of 

importance of themselves, they refused to accept Bekere's presumptions 

and provided him with the most effective challcnge in the area. When Bera 

o . became too old. the Oumba chose his warlike son, Danno, as the Abba Dula 

which office naturally served him as a stepping-stone towards absolute 

power over his people. Danno had exactly the same ambitions as Bekere to 

establish a strong state of his own and to conquer neiphbouring regions. 

He continued the long-standing conflict with Bekere while at the same time 

expanding his territories beyond the Didessa as far as thp Birbir river in 
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the south-'\07est . His control of the strategic areas of Arjo increased his 

influence considerably. Arjo w, s the point of convp.r.p,ence of trade routes 

comine from Billo in proceedine to JiIlll'l.a 1P the sout: . .A rjo was even then 

an important market for the distribution of coffee from limma. Another 

old route also connected ArJo with Gimbi, across the Didessa and via Supe 

The other iIl'.},ortant QUMba market -"'VilJ.a8~ at t} e time was Getema 

I 
Boro . 

which 18 traditionally known for the Most skillful ~nufacture of horn 

cups and other uten~il~ of horn which were in 8reat demand hoth in Wollega 

region and as far s Gojjam Shoa ~ and Jimma 88 

All these advantages tended to bolster Danno ' s influence and naturally 

increased his diffidence towards the Hod of L -,qfl NLqemte There are 

even some indications that he had started to us. the t itle of • the king of 

the Galla. ,, 89 Like his father ·efore him h ~ continued to welcome Leqa 

Neqemte rebels against Bekere's power and a llowed his land to be a basis 

for anti - Bekere opposition MOves. The traditions relate that Bekere actually 

I 
lost his life in the hands of one of suce rebels who had joined Danno Bera. 

The rebcl ~ Serba Golja, is said to have suffered prp.stly under the Moti 

in Sasiga to the west of Neqer:lte "t-1~C e his 1 n ::! ilt,d c,'lttle were confiscated , 

his house burnt, and his family destroyed. T1'2 reason for this is said 

to have been Serba Golja's unauthorized kil l inr. of an el phant in the H~ndeQ 

forests. This was e serious breach 0-: t he trtonopoly the :.9.Ei had established 

over ivory throughout his realms. ITl r<~t"li.:ltion S rbl1 (. 'lja fled to 

Le<ta Qumba joined Danno's army and roersonally l. illed _foti Bekere "n one of 

the regular conflicts hetwcen the two Leqa groups . His j ath took place 

in 1868. 90 

Thus j the long- standing ene~i t ~, wi th T~eqa Qumb cost the t10ti his life. 

And his death - bed instruction" co t i s son 'md successor , Moroda signi-

-.r 
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ficRntly identify the most serous challenres he had to ace throu~hout 

his region. He is said to have told Yorodn Tnkc CRr~ of my enemies 

Genda Bushan and ~nno Bera lest they t~ke Jay th vast inheritence I 

91 am leavinR behind for you • 
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CHAPTER IV 

The Shoan Conquest 

Moroda took his father's last warnings very seriously. He kept 

himself and his army always alert on his frontiers with the two Oromo leaders~ 

and the old raids and counter-raids continued l:n~ ated. Like his father 

before him ? he was almost always victorious when it came to direct armed 

conflicts with either Danno Bera or ~enda Bushan. Moroda even attempted 

what his great fn ther had failed to accomplish . Fe started to expand his 

territories beyond the Didessa, in the country of the Sibu Oromo . l 

I Morado used the relatively siTlall Leq;; community 1n r;hiii'bi as a 

Trojan Horse for his expansion 7est ards. According to the Or 1 traditions 

I this Leqa group had b.gan to settle in Ghil1lbi sarne tne g -re:atians ago 

that is ? towards the last quarter of the eighteenth century. Once they 

had moved across the Didessa and established their own qabiye right in 

Ghimbi , they seem to h~ve had no meaningful contact with the Leqa Neqente 

or the other eastern Leqa. As a minority group ir. T,7hat l.ras othendse 

predominantly Sibu country? they were continually harassed from ~ll dir c-

tions. However, they had always kept their own r.nd ~Rnaped to surV1ve 

for over a hundred years. By the first half of the tineteenth century, 

the same process of the decline of Gada inztitutions ip fnrm of more 

personal and arbitrary rules had naturally taken Plec~ also amonr, the L .q~ 

Ghimbi. The traditions ren mber a rather venerated l.bba Baku. Donjo Ga't\1C' . 

who was an elderly contemporary of Bekere. He seems to have been the 

last transitional gada official before the cmeTf:en~€ of .<i local autocr'lcy. 

The JI'lan YTho ~ according to the tt.'ldi tions I succeEded Donj C' Gawo into pro~ 

, ro' "'" b' 3 minence was one of hib close rclatl.vcs ~(\r1 J.J<O'n 1 . 
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Sori Dembi inherited the hostilities with the n iRhhouring Sibu and 

other peoples in the aren. lie was particul rly harass d hy the Haru and 

Nolle who occupied the area immedi tely to th south of Ghimbi. The trs-

ditions are firm that they were n£'ither Leqa nor Sibu and that they 'Io7ere 

led by Ceda Dule and Jorgo Dege'lo7o. respectiw:ly. and Sori Dernbi could not 

stand their attacks on his own. Thus he cr )ssed the Dide£sa, met ~oroda 

4 and appealed for the assistance of his fellow Lcqa. 

This was a god'~send for Hord I1ho had always nourished strong ambi-

tions for dominating the r~ h Sibu areas in the west. Although he ws 

busy fightinp, against Danno Ber~ and Genja Bushen ~t th~ time he still 

managed to send a SIDel l1 contingent of horsemen led by his o~m brothers 

Amente and Dide Bekere. The Neqernte reinforcement w~s ~ost effective. 

The strong forces of Geda Dule ,:mcl Jorgo Degewc "'ho he.d surrounded the 

Leqa Ghimbi were successfully rep8l led and eventually brourht under 

control . S Sori Dembi thought that this was all done to help hiM and is 

people against their enemies. Horooa had , hO'lo7ever 9 his mm special schemes. 

He soon sent to Ghimbi a man who is renowne~ to have been a most effective 

negotiator , Abba Dawe 1 asking both Sori Dembi I'lnd his conqu rr>d rivals 

to recognize his overl(lrdshi, and p y tribu ~3 t.o him. Under the circ.um-

stances, Sori Dembi •. "..,' no alternative ann opt.:..d for get ting the best 

possible treatment as a Leqa. Thc Hp.ru a~n Nolle ~lso accepted the tribu­

tory status grudgingly? 

To cement his nc,.;rly Arquired suzerainty over these areas, Moroda 

formally appointed his brothers s administr~t rs of the area: .~ente " 

was made viceroy in Haru . and Chibsa The n w state of affairs 

created a genE~ral sense of crisis in the 'Jho1 Sibu country . ':'he threat 

of Leqa NeqE'nt() ar.~ression dis urhcd the whole .:lrea et~.;reen the Dabus river 
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7 

and Ulla Lernena , the traoitional boundary b tween th Leqa and the 

Sibu. As a result an inter-trihal allienc~ c~lled Kaka, was formed 

specially amon?, the Sibu of Nedjo, Bodji an Jarso (the latter two located 

to the south-east and south-,.,est of Nedjo, respectively). The im of 

the Kaka was to crush the expanding forces of the Leqa, and the allies 

ap,reed to follow the lead of ~!ac.ho nebelo of J rse who was a hir,h y 

respected warrior and had by far the strongest local army. They greed to 

march together and take Ghimbi by surprise. 8 

However j Kono Faro, one of the leaders of Nedjo Sibu betrayed the 

schene. He stealthily left for Neqemte, met Moroda} and disclosed the 

plans of the Sibu ~aka. Thus alerted, Moroda sent strong reinforcements to 

Ghimbi. Nevertheless? the Sibu forces managed to challenge th L.eq.a 

Neqemte army, raided Ghimbi itself s and even forced ~hibsa to withdr y 

for a time. Hare Leqa reinforcements were sent and in the ensuinp, hostili-

ties Sibu resistance was broken and Wacho Debelo himslef escaped further 

westwards. Moroda rs army pursued him and manar-ed to establish some degree . 

of control over the Bodji, Nedjo and J~rso Sibu ps far west as the Jawe 

river. 9 Leqa Neqemte had thus gone a long way in establishing a vast 

patronage throu8hout the region t. ' tween 1I.:rr;'8 in the east ;md the Jawe river 
/ 

in the west on the E: e (If the advent of ·-·oj; '1m and Shoan forces in Wollega. 

lye have nlready seen above that ea .... !..y TYriters like AlMeida s H the; 

lack of Oromo unity as an important factor in their r<~l::ltien ",ith the r 
. elp~k r; \0 

popUlations of the 'Ethiopian plateau ever since the d:'tys of the "u.~:ta.t.l.~ 

The same background of intprnal warfare and conflict nmong the numerous 

Oromo autocrncies throur-hout Follega in the l .te nineteenth century was to 

" provide excelle~t ·ryportunities for the cont~n~in~ forces of the Gojjame'~ 

and the Shaans in their :lttellrts to incorpnrnt':! the repion. This is p'1rticularly 
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clear in the tra itions of the Horro Gudru tri es ho became the first 

platform for Gojjame-Shoan rivp.lr'0s. ll 

The major directions of the initial settlement of th's area by 

different Or omo groups has a lready een given ~arlier at the berinnin 

of th 1 t h t 
12 as c ap er. Local trnditi ons relat~ that all the Oromo gr ups 

inhabiting what is t oday Horro-Gu~ru lIen' all escendents of Ja re who if 

believed t o have been t~e fi r st ancest0: of ~he Gudru , Jimma ~ Harro, Limu , 

Ghida , and the Amuru. The tradi tions further rive ev~n the namps of the 

first pioneers of the more iMportant of these eroui)s. The pioneers T7ho 

led their peoples to settl€ in these ar eas tnelve tl) thirtel?n ;ener 'ltions 
13 

ago were ' Himbabo Dede for Cudru , Kotte G~r~yya for Horra , Eudo Birlirsso 

for Jil!l[!la ? and Gaj e Gandayo for A.luru , ~]e Are tol·'! that HiM ,:lbo nede 

led his Gu(lru t o cccu,?y the lCl.nd f rm Anr er rive!' t o Rora .. ii,,,. 14 Ka tte 

Gobeyya' s norro settled between the ./-I bbay ~nd the upper Gihe rivc:r extenc-

ing to the edRe of the Chot:!en SHnt"lp. Budo Pirbirs so establishec tr.e qp.bil~ 

rip-hts of his Jir;~a P8n ple bet,.reen the Ahhay nne! H0unt r.oroc "..,15 and 

als borderinr. on the land of the Leqa <::ibu t the sout T.,est. The L~ ru 

l ed by Goje Gan~ yo .~r ' S ':ll. . to h1w e !'love= further north-pest and settled 

be ,16 d' G h' 17 tween Tulu gDar.L ~n r.1ver arc 1. 

~~ile these were the ~arlicr OreMo settl ers who had priority in qabiye 

rip,hts over these rl"lji l)fls lo1. core tole that in later Renerations distant 

relatives fl)llowe(l t _ tl fron the south "lnl south~ e.:-,s t , heran to settle 

a~onr then thus cr tinr the need for further expansion so~e Movin~ to 

the west and a fe\-T of the Gu(!ru v n expanding across the : .. l-b y into Gojjam. 

The overcrowding also created much occa~ion for "'n' less T.o13rS aroonr- clans 

and tribes . M;>.j (lr conflicts ·)f this nature nre 15-\ ' tn havt" st:'lrted five 

e~nerations fter the initi~l settlement .nd they continued riRht down t 
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the Shoan conquest. Thus by th' h ' e n1neteent century the descendants of 

the four pioneers of Gudru, Jimma ~ Horro, Arnuru, d others had becam 

dl . 18 dea y enem1es . 

The Horro led by A ishe Garba had become the strQneest of all the 

rest by the nineteenth century; and they c ~inated the whole area between 

the Anger in the west ann the Finchaa river in the ast. Led by G rna 

Muras .a nd~ later ~ by Jibat Busho,19 the nudru came next in local importance 

and the major trade route connectinn Gojjam with Asenrlabo and further 

south to Jimma was under their control. Budo Birbirsso's Jimma haB by the 

nineteenth century divided into two conflicting and Mutually independent 

groups, namely 9 the Jimma Rare led by Qadida t-Iandabe and the JiI1lI!la Geneti 

by Sori Gela. The other tribes in the regirn were si~ilarly divided 

among themselv sand {qere at one another's throats. 20 

In al~ost all the battles foupht ernong the ahcv_ nentioned lead rs, 

Abishe Garba of Horr0 used to emerpe victorious. This seems to have com 

pelled his rivals to fin~ ways anr means of getting rid of hin. Informants 

argue that the appearance of the r.ojjame leader, Pas ._d 1 Tesema in Northern 

Wolleea, just south of the A~baY 9 was due to these intern .l conflicts among 

the local Oromo . It is nponr nt that Abishe G~rba's continued successes 

had started to draw 30m of his rivals into n allianca against him. Thus, 

~e see towards thf l~st quarter of the nineteenth century an alliance deve1op-

inp, between the Gurlru anrl the neighhourinr. Jimma Rl~C. Jibat Bushc of 

Gudru anc Qadida Wanabe of Jimma Rare ha. establsihed a Kaka which was 

cemented by a I!l<'lrriage alli nee between the tliTO houses. These two figures 

. 1 . h ro •• 21 now wanted to use thf'ir lon~ commerCHi contacts .nt. hOJJarn in an 

attempt to eliminate Lheir common ene·y> Abishe. Our infornants say that 

they crossed rIver to Gojjam, allie,l themselv2s ~ ith /' lal T serna, nd invited 
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his military intervention in their local quarrels. 22 For the Gojjam 

leader who had the ambition to expand his domains beyond the Abbay and as 

far south as the Gibe Kingdoms,23 this was an opportune moment. He welcomed 

the two Orome leaders, it is said, and agreed to help them. 24 Since Abishe 

was a very courageous warrior and had many strong horsemen it was expected 

that he would put up a stiff resistance against Ras Adal and his Oromo allies. 

Nevertheless , Ras Adal crossed the Abbay guided by his Gudru and Jimma Rare 

allies, and camped at Qoqor plain in Horro , not far from Abishe's residence. 
- -----

Instead of directly fighting against Abishe, Adal tactfully sent a message 

to him through Jibat Busho and Qadida Wanabe promising to make him master 

of Ghida and Limu besides Horro and to provide him with fire arms for his 

own use. The unsuspecting Abishe took Adal for his words and went to visit 

him at Qoqor with a few of his horsemen. As soon as he arrived there, the 

Gojjame leader ordered his arrest and some of the Horro horsemen were killed 

when they attempted to protect their leader. Adal then resorted to the old 

-, feudal policy of "divide and rule", appointed Abishe's own brother Fandalala 

Garba as ruler of the Horro, and took Abishe himself to Gojjam. 25 

Northern Wollega henceforth became the sphere of influence of the Gojjame. 

The various local leaders who welcomed Adal were confirmed in their original 

places of local leadership, and he is said to have given the title of Deja-

zmach to Sori Gela of Jimma Geneti who had apparently impressed the Gojjame 

ruler with an extravagant !eception. The traditions clearly indicate that 

the advent of the Gojjame was a land mark in the history of the Oromo 

peoples. A number of new developments are cited as having taken place as 

a result of the Gudru-Jimma Rare invitations of Adal into northern Wollega. 

The Gojame simply proceeded with the establishment of churches and sent 



." 
" 

, (' 

", 

:,1 

' f .1 TT ... to ,. , ) 

'T ." \" 

" I' 

J.' 

( I ' • 

. ~.' \:: . 

" , -, ? 

" 

:. .. 1, 

, ~ " J 

r ' . , 

'''''J:: :fl~ tj 

'( "1 

\ .... :.. 

,I 

. :-

: '}', 

, ': ; 

, . 
" . 

.:' J i 

:.~ ~ " 

'\.' .: c,.. •• , 

;., 

" (. 

,', 

! : , , 

J,:. 

I I ~ 

... ' ./'.; 

. ~ . 

69 

priests to convert the Oromo. Seven such church s nr said to hav~ been 

founded by Adal in Horro-Gudru at the t·~e . at is more important , for 

the first time in the history of the local 0 o~o the characteristic feudal 

institution of Christian Ethioryia bep,an to c sunerimnosed on Oromo tradi-

tional way of life . Thus , we are told that as soon as he returned to Gojjao 

Adal sent a number of solniers to Horro Gu ru assigning them to specific 

areas where they were rovirled with all their needs by the local people. 

The local villages were divided aMonc these soldiers, according to their 

k f h · 26 G " I. ran s ~ or t lS purpose. ,oJJame lnfluence is said to have extended 

as far as Gindeberet and part of Liban in the east and Leqa Billoin the 
27 

south. The informants could not remember the exact eriod of these events 

but they say that thl Gojjame ipvolv0~ent in the politic~l aft irs of 

northern Wollega was, uncoubtedlY1 SCffia years b~ftrc the Battle of Himbabo 

28 in 1882 9 and was earlier than the Shoan encroachmGnt on any part cf TJollege. 

By about 1880, the mvst significant areas in t.1ollega which had not yet 

been brought under direct influences of the Gojjame lvere Moroda 9 s Leqa _~eqemte, 

Genda Bushen ' s Leqa Sibil T)A.nno Berais Leqa Qumba. and the vast areas beyond 

the Didessa . It has already been pointed out that trade relations existed 

f . 29 h . . f between the Leqa Neqemte and th ; people 0 GOJJ8m. But t e comlng tl e 0 

Gojjame hegemony over the neighbouring Oromo of Horro-Guduru l-TaS already 

assuming threatening pronor ions. The coming of Leqa Bille under Adalls 

direct influence was particularly menacine for the interests of Morodas 

30 Kingdom. In 1881, Ras Deresu, the 'utstanding general of Teklp..13ranot 

was sent to s ,' due morn Oromo terr 'tcri€s across the Abb~y and collect 

'b 31 trl utes. The reneN'e(~ advances of tl. ... Goj jam / into the ~ ollege region 

is said to have caused Moroda (C . 186r-IS89) muc concern. It is apparent, 
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however, that Moroda had already been thinking how to withstand Gojj me 

pressures when and if they came. To start with he hoped that they couldn't 

make it all the way to his area because of the long distances involved . 

But if they managed that, he thought, there was very little he could do 

against them except try to join forces with them and make the best possible 

use of their forces for his own purposes. Our informants have told us 

that Moroda once exclaimed to his followers ! lilt is unthinkable that the 

Amhara will come. But once they come it is impossible to challenge them.,,32 

Moroda gathered his notables and discussed how to deal with Deresu. It 

was agreed that they would show no hostility but send a delegation with 

'b h' B'll 33 , , trl ute to meet 1m at 1 o. Accordlng to one lnformant, Moroda and 

his people failed to fight against Ras Deresu because of lack of firearms 

which the enemy possessed, and the absence of unity among the Oromo leaders 

34 who were constantly at war with one another. It is also clear that Moroda 

sought to make an alliance with the new comers to help him tip the local 

balance of power in his favour. 

Moroda sent his brother, Dibaba Bekere 9 with a delegation and a tribute 

35 of gold and pledges of friendship to Deresu. This was intended by the 

Oromo ruler to make the Ras bypass Leqa territories and let him retain his 

autonomy.36 Deresu accepted the tribute and was later met by Horoda at 

Digga, west of Neqemte. In this, Moroda had already scored an important 

success. He had induced the Gojjame forces to leave his own realms at 

peace and march instead through the territories of his deadly rival, Danno 

Bera of Leqa Qumba. In return for Moroda's welcome the Ras gave him the 

title of Dejazmach and left confirming him as an autonomous ruler over 

Leqa Neqemte.
37 

The Ras is also said to have him baptized and some of his 

followers in a tent at Digga, It is also said that the Ras gave them a 
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tabot and encouraged the build~np of the Yesus church , the first church 
'/ 

in Leqa Neqemte
38 

and marched over towards the Gabba39 river in the south-

west. Hhen Deresu reached the Gabba, he asked 1-7hat the rivers name was • 

Being told that it was called Gabba. he took it for the Amharic word gebba , 

thought about it for a moment and said ~ "Gebba inji watta yellem,,?40 The 

significance of this statement is that Deresu feared that he might not be 

successful if he invaded Illubabor ~ and that he might not even come out 

of it alive if he passed the frontier. He is then supposed to have been 

led by this superstitious belief and returned without attempting to conquer 

Illubabor • 41 

Traditions are unanimous that Dcresu and his troops invaded Guma after 

they had passed over to Gabba through Lcqa. When Ras Deresu inv ded Guma, 

its king was Abba Jobbir~ a Muslim. He is said to have been very powerful. 

Although the five Gibe monarchies had a kaka, amonr themselves , they seem 

42 to have yielded to Deresu one by OIl'.:' Gera Guma. Limmu-Enarea and Jimma 

were very rich in gold and iV0'- and paid these as tribute to the Ras. 43 

Moroda is supposed to have sent earlier messages to warn the Gibe princes 

that it was futile to fight . He adv'serl the. that it wOuld be bett r to 

pay tribute because the Oror.c could not atch the Gojj3~£ rifles which 

were still almost un;rno m in the Orono lands . However ~ Ah~a Jobbit ignored 

this advice and put UP a strong resi tance. ~onetheless. the Gojjame . 

devastllted his country, ki1:,c I ~c Jobbir and forcibly collecting tribute 

f . b' 44 rom hlS su ]ects. 

These fvploits of the ~~j:-~ had L2e~ followed very closely by Minilik 

of Shoa ~lho had no intt..nt on of becof!ling $1 ptlssive observer of the unfolding 

drama. The basis for the legitimacy of expan~ion cf the Gojjrume further 

south into Wollef'1. as fAr as Knfll ~Ta P.O r ::ltly th" title of ' King of 
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Gojjam and Kafa" conferred upon Ras l .da1 T se 
by Emperor Yohannes IV 

in 1881. 45 
It seems thAt the "Carte blanche given to the King of Gojjam --

Has not recognized by Minilik. He had already started to strenghten his 

position among the OrOMo peoples inhabiting th~ ~re 
etween Sho ~nd Wollega 

on the one.. hand and the Gibe region on the ott-.er. He had thus brought under 

his influence most of the intervr-ning Tulama and Macha tribes.46 

As soon as the news of the Gojjame advance~ f 1881 reached him • 

Minilik promptly sent his general 
~ to march to t'ollep,a, pursue the 

Gojjame forces, and check their further Successes. Our Leqa informants 

bring out very clearly the tactics followed cy Moroda when he was faced; by 

the impending conflict over l<1011ege between Gojj;un and 5ho,'l. We are told 

that the report of Gobena' s advent to lolollega re (1 cher' while he w s accompany-

ing Deresu on his ~ay to the Gihe Kingdoms . He quietly took leave of the 

Gojjame general at the Gabba river and is said to have immediately returned 

47 to Leqa Neqemte. 

/ Gobena's advance into t.1 h<: _rtlands of Ho 11 g _ lo'ere relativ'el y easy. 

The rather despera:~ r _sistance of the Lpqa Nonn0 lere bro~en without much 

48 difficulty and the Shoan f orces proceeded west mrds. The news of Gobena's ' 

victory over the Leqa " onTl:1 > t he subI'lission of many of the Sho n Oromo chiefs 

and the Military strenfti1 of th~ Shoans soon re,'\ch,~d ,foro a. Once again? 

he sent his brother Dibaba Bekere $ ~1ith one hundred :!a~~.!=~ of rold as tribute 

to Gobena together with some o .. ~n and food qunplies fe I the Ras and his 

soldiers. He is also su-, osed to havE sent a essage assuring Gobena that 

his country was peacefu~ and- th~t pe h'ld no plans to resist his 49 dvances. 

Mean-while ; Moroda cnllvrl "" conference of hi notabl s ,"nd advisors to dis-

cuss how to deal with the Sh0~n expeditionary force . P_ openc~ the dis-

cussion by qaying that they h~d l~t t~e G ',.C ,.. .. s peacefully by offering 
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tribute and that they were now threatened a~~in by th Shoens who Bed 

to have stronger forces than the r.ojjamc. He presented his people with 

two alternatives : to fl'oht or t b't Th' 
<- 0 su ml. elT arMS, he reninded them. 

were inferior and if they fought) their rivals Tucho Danno, son nd succe-

ssor of Danno Bera of Leqa Qumba i Genda Bushen of Leqa Sibu and other 

hostile chiefs in the ne\olly incoroorated ?orellS beyond the Didess river 

would rebel or ally the~selves with the Shoans against the Leqa Neqente. 

. 50 He advlsed the~ t o agree to submit peacefully. It seems that the main 

reason why Moroda was hiRhly inclined to take this decision was to defend 

his strong position in vlollega through an alliance with the Shoan ruling 

class, to use them against his local rivals 01' re e1s, and thereby create 

a strong relationship with King Minilik . 

Hhen Dibaba Eekerc r e turned from Gol'en:1 he reported that the Ras 

and his followers were very pleased with the Bifts. He also told .foroda 

that Gobena lolanted to sec him. Moroda at once sent Dib, ha b1 ck tc fuide 

Gobena from Ei l10 co Pindc i the west ~ once again l eadlnp, a hos~ile 

army through the territ~rie s of his rivals , the Leqa Qum~. Gobena 

camped a t Hinde where the ~ti m~t him. 51 Informants say that Tucho Danno 

of Leqa Qumba was determined t o fight and pu~ up a stronB resistance ap.ainst 

Gobena and his followers. But l-foroda , warned Goben:l of TuchO s intentions 

and Gobena tactfully invited Tucho to come and visit l.im at Hinde. The 

messenl!er told Tucho that Gobena Jid n , t come to take over his country but 

to help hitll strengthen his position :· .. ~-dnst his rivals anrf. to create friendly 

relations vlith him. Tucho tr'.l.ted these '\oyorcls and rode to Hinde to m et 

Gobena. He and hJ..;'; horesmen wert; resp€ctfully v' , lcomed :it first <IT d s rved 

with food anrt drinks. In the mean time ~ at the insti~ation of Moroda , 

Gobena ordered his soldiers to cut off the girth of the saddles of Tucho's 



, 0' 74 

horses and those of his followers. Goben then sk.( Tucho to subQ't to 

the Shoan rule. Tucho refused end angrily walked out of the camp with his 

horsemen to take immediate action against GobenA and his followers. But 

Tucho and his horsemen found the girth of their s~drlles cut off. They now 

had no alternative but to submit. Tucho was given the title of Kennazrn~ch 

and Gobena appointed Bala~ o aras Lulseg2d~ one of his followers, as a 

governor of Arjo leaving some of his soldiers with him to M~intain peace 
5'"' 

and order.~ This was quite R landmarK in the history of Shoan - Wollega 

relations, since it constituted the first occasion when ~n administrator 

was appointed in any part of the region by the Shoan court. Fram this 

time onvrards a s.~ries of similar appointments were mnde over Many other 

areas, thus paving the way for the incorporation of the ,,'hole region into 

the Shoan feudal state systeM. 

The traditions relate that there w s a Jot of discussion nd negntiation 

between Moroda .:lnd Gobena at the Shoan ca!1'p of Hi ,In . Gobena ar ucd that 

it would be to the intclrest of Moroan and his people to side with Shoa 

rather than with Gojjam. He informed him that all Tularna and l-!acha Chiefs 

between Shan. and Wollega inc udinf. Y"' °,;lfa Gudeta of Gedo on the frontier 

between the two regions had already SUbi ~. ted to ~ ini Uk an joined forces 

with the Shoen army.53 On his sides Moroda told to~a ~ that the Gojj,~~ 

forces had preceded Shoa in the region, come to his area, giv~n him the 

title of Dej~zmach, founded churches and even c nverted hin and some of 

his people to Christianity. Thus ~ strong bond had been established between 

him and Gojj flttl "':1d he needed very strong and convincinf rer1sons to:) l-r ak 

off these relations. Fe arp,ued that he did not want either m0ncy or Ian 
/ 

from the Sho~ns or the Gojjame since he alre~dy had these in plenty himself. 
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What he needed was to be left alone with his pao l~ in peace an tranquility. 

If he were to side with the Shoans, he wantd to be assured of ~ stronp. 

and lasting bond of genuine friendship betw.::!en ,iT'lself and 'finilik . T e 

ties he would have with Minilik should be direct and personal and not 

through the intermediary of adninistrative officials. 54 

Gob·ana gave Moroda his solemn vTords that no adninistrator would be 

appointed on his territories and that he -ill be directly resoonsible to 

Minilik himself under whose overlordship he ~ill remain an autonomous 

ruler of the land of his forefathers. The traditions insist that Moroda's 

new alliance with ShOA was sealed v7ith a formal kaka (oath) between him 

and Ras Gobena on behalf of ~inilik. In return for these solemn ssurances 

Moroda promised th~t he would dissuade all other Dromo pcopl in the area t 

55 and particularly in Horro - Gudru, from 3ctively sidinp, with D resu . 

This was of considerable advantage to the Sho~ns since Teklehaymanot 1 s 

forces were almost ~ntirely dependent on Horro-~udru cavalry. Thus either 

their active support to Gobena or at least their nCJtrality in the Shoan-' 

Gojjame showdo~m would help Shoa tremencously. T tie to the W0r~s he gave 

Gobena s Moroda advised the Dromo in the region to keep aloof and not involve 

. . , 
themselves in the matters of the GOJ~~ and the Shoans. He also urred them 

privately to pay tribute to whichever side won, rather than ramble by 

56 actively helpine one or the other. All this decisively tipped the bal nce 

of power south of Abbay against Teklehaymanot and in favour of finiliy. 

.. / 
These traditicns shed a new lipht on the results of the Shoan - GOJJame 

rivalry in the area: and it should l .-) longer be in tinilik' s own superior 

arms alone that w should seek his successes at Himbabo but ratb.r in the 

amicable relations he could forp.e with important sectors of the local 

Dromo leadership. 
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Gobena continued his march to the south-west following the same 

route that Deresu had taken to the Gibe region. Both Leqa and local 

Gibe traditions relate that the two forces actually met in the small King­

dom of G~ and that there were no clashes between them. Rather Deresu 

is said to have offered to withdraw without a fight, leaving behind all 

the tributes and war booties he had collected for his King, Teklehaymanot. 57 

In effect what this meant was that Deresu was now abandoning all the advan-

tages which Gojjam had accumulated in Wollega south of the Abbay, ever since 

Adal Tesema first led his forces into Horro- u ru in the late 1870's. This 

infamous action of his general infuriated King Teklehaymanot of Gojjam who 

immediately sent Deresu back into Wollega reinforced by additional troops led 

by his own son Ras Bezabeh.
58 

Gojjam and Shoa soon entered into a direct 

military confrontation which culminated in the Shoan victory at the Battle 

of Himbabo, June 6, 1882, when Teklehaymanot himself was taken prisoner. 
~ 

The story of this conflict has already been told in a number of earlier 

accounts. 59 It suffices here to point out that the traditions emphasize 

the role played by Minilik's local Cromo allies in his successes at Embabo.59 bis 

Thus, we are told that the notorious Qadida Wanabe of Jimma Rare effect-

ively fought on the Shoan side while other important local leaders -- with 

the exception of Gudru chiefs -- lesisted from helping the Gojjame. An 

important factor cited by the traditions as a reason for local oromo relu-

ctance to help the Gojjame is that they had been too oppressive during the 

few years of their overlordship and that they had openly despised Croma 

culture and other ways of life .
60 

In contrast, the Shoans had long lived 

with sundry Tulama and Macha poeples and had established mechanisms of 

co-existance with Cromo socio-cultural traditions. Moreover, a significant 

number of the Shoan troops including Gobena himself, were Cromo or of 
I 

Cromo orig~. 
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Moroda congr atula t ed himself on t he victory of t he Shoans a t Hi mb. 0, 

and it was clear to him nO~7 that he h.1d i nd eed made the ri~ht choice . 

A1thou~h he had cl€arly nvoided n[\king the Gojjal'1e angry l>7ith him, his 

role in 

leaders 

the Shoan success was quite invalu ble , 

to keep neutral was quite decisiv .~His 
His advice to the loca l 

Peaceful suhmision also 

served as a positive exampl e fo r. the other major Leqa power in the region , 

th~t of Leqa Qellem of Jote Tulu . 6l Jote \>7 s given the title of Dej azIDr:lch 

which was a lso confirmed for Horoda. These two ruler s were nOlo1 left to 

administer their respective t erritories under the direct overlordship of 

Minilik , while in all other Oromo areas in the region new Shoan adoini 

stra tors ,'7ere al'pointed. Clear mutua l .qdvantarc s accrued from t his arrange-

ment for Jote and Moroda on the one hand ~ and Hinilik on t he other . '?hU e 

their peaceful submission eased th~ pressure for the Shoan f or ces in th ir 

early campaign in Wollega , Moroda and Jote could also use t he i r a lliances 

with Minilik t o elliminate effectively the l ast remnants of local opposition 

to their respective rules "lithin Leqa Neqemt e and Lt}(la 0,ellem. Thus 9 Moroda 

succeeded not only ~n destroyinp the traditional influential positions which 

the Leqa, Qumba and Leqa Sibu rul~rs had prior t o the Shoan advent , but 

{he a l so managed to brinp. the whole of Sibu country as far west as the Dabus 
v I f ..., ""'J'f~- .... l ,-,C'"..C' I 

r i ver under his direct rule. For Jote ~ his p.lliance wi th Minilik finally 

enabled him to break the centuri es - old resistance of the pre· Oromo inha" 

btants of the Anfillo forest led by the notorious Bussas~ as well a s local 

. 1 62 rlva s. 

However, the Shoan hegeMony ~mong t he Leqa was not entirely undisputed. 

Ethiopian Chronicles and European travellers have glossed over a number of 

I I vital development s in the area. Accordinp to tradition , Garbi Jillo of Leqa 

Billa? Tucho Danno of Leqa Qumba and Gend Bushen of Lec ' Sibu allied to 
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resist the Shoans . Ligdi Bekere asked hi s brother, Moroda , to s i de with 

, the Oromo leader s agains t the Shoans , but Moroda refused. Ligd i quar­

relled wi t h his brother and therefore , prepared a little army of his own 

agreeing to f i ght with Tucho , Garbi and Genda agai ns t the invaders . 

Hence, Ligdi is remembered as a brave warrior and is praised in songs. 63 

Gobena had to make two expeditions against the Leqa. These devastated 

the country without forcing the inhabitants to acknowledge Shoan supre­

macy. Nevertheless , Gobena was victorious over the majority of the 

Leqa Oromo before he returned to Shoa owing to his firearms.64 

Some time after Gobena returned to Shoa , the newly conquered Oroma 

again organized themselves to fight against the Shoans. Turi Gagan, the 

chief of Nonno Rogie , Mer dasa Konce , the chief of Nonno Migra , the three 

Leqa tribes (Leqa Billo, Leqa Sibu and Leqa Qumba) ~ Limmu and Gudaya formed 

a league against their enemy. Ligdi Bekere aga i n j oi ned the allies who 

scored a short-lived military Success against Gobena whom they are sai d 

to have forced to withdraw as far back as the Guder river. 65 Moroda 

remained loyal to Minilik because of his rivalry with Genda Bushen of 

66 Leqa Sibu and Tucho Danno of Leqa Qumba and to preserve his position 

in general. Informants blame Moroda for not joining the League because 

they reason that if Moroda had not collaborated with the Shoans the 

67 Oromo of Wollega would have defteated the Shoans. 

Some pieces of evidence indicate that Gobena made two successful 

expeditions in Western Wollega after ~8~. One of these expeditions was 

in 1886 when he led a campaign against some Mahdist bands whom he managed 

to persuade not to invade the regions which are effectively ruled by the 

, b h' 68 Negouss, or that are occup1ed y 1S troops. It is possible that there 

was a side expedition to Qellem and Anfillo . However , Gobena is said 

to have gone to Anfillo after convincing the Mahdists to withdraw. In 
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either case Gobena is supposed to have been successful . He returned to 

Shoa in October ~.69 

According to traditions in Leqa the first expedit i on of Gobena to 

western most Wollega occurred about four years after the Battle of Himbabo • 

These local sources claim that the appearance of Gobena in Western Wollega 

was the result of a call for help by Moroda Bekere and Jote Tulu who 

were threatened by a Mahdist invasion. From the time of Moroda's victory 

in the Sibu country beyond the Didessa river p strong leaders like Wacho 

Debello of Jarso ~ Waqbulcho KUBsa of Mendi and Gonde Tuffa of Aira were not 

in favour of Moroda's rule. They used to look forward for an opportune 

moment to rebel. Therefore , it happened that the Mahdists(Dervishes) 

were advancing from the west getting help from the chiefs in Asossa such 

as Bambasi Abba Moti , into the interior part of Wollega . I t is said that 

the above mentioned leaders who were dissatisfied with Moroda' s rule 

allied themselves with the Mahdists (Dervishes) and supported the Ansar in-

vading force against both Moroda and Jota. They expelled Moroda's appo-

intees like Chibsa Bekere and others and successfully controlled western 

Wollega up to the Didessa river including Qellem, Jote's country. The 

Ansars and their allies made their centre at Gute Dilli in Nedjo and are 

said to have stayed for about a year. They forced the people to drop their 

traditional beliefs and accept Islam. They prevented them from drinking 

hydromel and tella. Above all the Ansars raped the wives and daughters of 

the people and brought about a considerable destruction to the economy and 

culture of the society • The oppressive and exploitative actitivies of the 

Ansars in western Wollega provoked much hatred , discontent and hostility 

among the public against the Ansars and there was a continuous struggle 

. II' 70 against the enemy and the1r a 1es. 
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Traditions also say th t h h 
a w en t e Ansars occuoied Qellero

J 
Jote escaped 

and came to Neqemte. He asked Moroda to go with him to Shoa and Ret help 

from Minilik . Mflroda informed him that he had alreaciy sent messeneers to 

Minilik and lo1as waitinr for a reply . Then J ote is sai to have continued 

his journey to Shoa . But on his way he met Gobena and his army at G .~o 

who were sent by 1inilik. Hence, he joined the Shoan army and r p. turned to 

tJollega to fight against the Mahdist 71 troops. 
, .' 

The comb~ned army of Gohena and the two Leqa leaders fought and defeated 

the Uahdists and their allies l ho consolirtated their forces at Gute DiJ i IN ~\) 
and tried to challenre . 1any of the Ansars lolere killed and others were 

harassed back to the Sudan. On of the allies of the Ansar~ Paqbulcho Kussa 

was slaughtered and his head was made to float ~n the Dabus river. But Wacho 

nebllo ~ esca?ed with a fen Ansars. Thus the Mahdists hact to wit from 

Qellem and NedJ'o . 7_2 Th" f d 1 ( lR v~ctory avoure the two Leqa ru ers oroda and 

Jote) in centralizing local power in their hands . Bec~use it p,ave them a 

chance to make internal administrative arrangements by stopninp the f~hdist 

incursions which used to cre~te favourable con itions for the internal rebels, 

After the victory over the Mahdists in vestcrn Pollepa ; t;obena is s id 

to have appointed his son , Dejazmach uoda;o in Lpqa to collec t tribute and 

customs from the Kellas (customs gatp.s) which Has h:mdled by Moroda before, 

This disappointed Moroda because Cobena tas brealrinp his Tromise th t the 

Leqa ruler was to be directly under rofinilik . il10rodp did not at all like 

Wodajo as an ov rl rd in Leqa . The situation was further ~rrravated when 

vlojajo detained twelve slavef: whf"l had been s.:>:nt by ,foroda wi th fO(lc flupplies 

(dirgo). In order to appeal ~'tor ()d'l came t n- SllLG . Go ena elcomed him, heard 

the case and ~rrote a letter to his son repudi~tinR him. Cobena is also 

supposed to have taken Moroda to 

h ' f M' '1 '1. 73 s 1p 0 ~n~ 11-. 

inilik and thus restore the direct overlord­
/ 
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In the 1880's a direct relationship had b en created between th 

( rulers of Leqa Neqemte and ~inilik's p,overnment . This ~as to exist for 

a lonf,! time. Accordinp, to an agreement betlJeen Minilik and foroda, no 

arMies or commanders (neftep,rmoch ) ,,'ere to be settled in 1oroda ' s lands - .-
but Horoda was to pay an annual tribute in [wId of five hundred ~laQets . 

and hundred feresula of ivory . He had also to render military suuport to 

Minilik to whom he entrusted the p,uardianship of his son Kumsa, soon baptized 

G~bre··E8ziabher with t1inilik as his p,od-father. 74 

A strong vassalage had been created by tHnilik b Leqa. However I 

Mini'~ik' s rule was only indirect and the int~rn-'ll affrdrs of Leqa Neqec::t,,: 

were entirely in the hands of ,foroda and his of icials. Taxes and tributes 

were collected by the balabats of each district and were paid directly to 

Moroda who paid a fixed annual tribute to Minilik. The local land holdin~ 

system was untouched at first . The annual tribute may not have heen a 

burden in the eyes of t~e local rulers for gold and ivory were in abundance 

• h d .• • d 7:-1n t ose ayR 1t 1S sa1 . The growth of }oroda's power and influence in 

Leqa Neqemte and that of Jote in Leqa Qellem helped _ tinilik in his systema' 

tic annexation of al~st all parts of Wollega At the same time it also 

initially sp~red the people of Leqa Neqe~t and Leqa QelleD of the direct 

settlement and feudal exploitation by the Shoan ~efter~c~b_. In contrast 

l! I the people of Horro ' Gudru~ Leqa Qurnba, Leqa Sibu, Leqa Billo and other hostile 

I tribes were exposed to direct Shoan oppressive measures right from the 

)

1 b . . 76 eg1nn1ng. 
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CFAPTEP. V 

W'olle~a ~,7ithi.n t~e Empi .f: 

The last two decacles of t re nineteenth cer,:uo:y saF t1-}p cons()lidat~on 

It 

( 

an.d strenp.theninp 6:: the Etl,inpj.qn F.ml)ire under tht:. T-' ..... eror tlinilik II. 

also revealed t~'?~ t:otel 3'!-d ft of uol; tical pOller from nortl-:{: rfJ fthiopia to 

south c ntral Et~io~i~ . this $hi~t of "olit'cal centre of ~ravitv to the 

sout ano the increasinO' centr 'l l iz.qtlo""l of ·~OT.,er l'ari a ] astin? ~ffect upon 

the neFly annexe territories ')f t:~e sout '" an': \.7'.st . The 8(lmin; stt"::>tive 

set UP, t . eland holdinp sey~LrrtS , t1- 0 cu 1 " tr Cl,l ami social H£€ of the 

peoples 1n the newly incorporated rep',on.R .- r.e .~ rf.\(~tlal ly relep,atPd to the 

needs and interests of the rulin~ ~1 ~,~s of tl-:c Emrir ~r 1 tl,p.ir collaborators 

among, the local el ites, 

Apparently ) ri ~t\t afte:: its incornor""tjon (e 1~ ;~f) l,}q") 101 1epa was 

divided into three "d .... ini t r'1t1vf! reRions d +.:h ti- .~ p.xce-·tion c;: t sossa tThich 

did not come under 1, '1' i~ " ',' s rule until 1<1(\ Th('! thT?E' ac!f1'ni~trativ~ 

regions ~ere Leqa Ne~e~tp and its dp'rypn~encies 1 r er the Fekere family L~qa 

Qellet" unr..er the Tote f"Llil" f rjo an,.l Eorre Sudru adrrtinistered ~~£ieial~ 

directly appcinted ~y the central ~overnment . These divisions ~Tere ~~de simply 

for the conveniences of th~ central eoverPJT'ent in ~hC'<'l and die! not at all 

'This 

comes out very clearly from. the use of .~.rj') ,:t S tl:'.o c;;lryital of the l:e , r.rse t~· 

tive of Shoa Hho theoretically l>TaS only t.e a~!"':'1istrator of ':",io r no Ho roo 

Gudru. Located at the southern E:df,e of thE> f}ol · rr.-"'iofJ ,~ rio ~Tas clearl'7 

ill- suite as a c~'nLrC '"If C'~Mini~tration f ;: "re~s E'xtend~I"p a s far north pest 

? 
as LilJIlTlu anf" nnTtb.-east etS ('udru, The lines of CO!'lT u:lic . .,ti t". ';~rjo ad "fi th 

its northern de. endencies also oassec throu I- tre tet'-ritories of ~A ~qemt:e. 
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It is apparent that precisely this point provided the best rationale for 

the selection of Arjo as administrative capital for the Shoan officials. 

The Shoans were killinga rurnber of birds ~7ith one stone. By making Arjo 

as their seat of power they were, first of all, crushing effectively the 

strongest elements of resistance led by the family of Danno Bera of Leqa 

Qumba. Secondly, Ar j 0 was used as a 'convenient point for checking the 

movements of the ruler of Leqa Neqemte, which had been made autonomous only 

nominally. Shoan troops continuously marched from Arjo through the terri-

to~ies of Leqa Neqemte ostentatiously to move to the dependent districts in 

Horro-Gudru. As a matter of fact, however, they always used Leqa Neqemte's 

hospitality while at the same time collecting all kinds of intelligence 

regarding Moroda's activities. Finally, Arjo was also used as a checking 

point for the continued loylty of the Leqa Qellem who ha~ a common frontier 

with Arjo at the districts of Nolle Kaba and Lalo Qile3 at both of which 

the Shoans had established strong garrissons from the very beginning. The 

garrissons at Nolle Kaba and Lo10 Qille which were commanded by the governor 

at Arjo also outflanked, in a sense, the forces of the ruler of Leqa Neqemte 

whose power over the Sibu country was thus highly compromised. Even the local 

traditions transmit this strong position of ' the governor of Arjo vis a vis 

Quellem and Neqemte by giving him the title of "Yebelay Tebaqi" which literally 

" . d ,,4 means super~nten ent • 

In the best traditions of Ethiopian feudalism, each of these local admi-

nistrative units exercised considerable power internally as if they were self-

sufficient entities. For mere administrative purposes both Leqa Qellem and 

Leqa Neqemte were left alone to manage .their local affairs more or less as in 
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foro-er days . The , ho~n "ovprnor . ta.t{on~1 .. t r j l £1 piven very svo' eni p 

local powers l>1hich '(e exp.rc{sed on r.ehc3lf r£: t'h_' ,nw..eror. ~ - d 
~ ~,~ .. nP. ~AS ~ccompan1e 

J-oy a larpe numrer Of rcj' ,,'PTS to Arjo ana' € 8t~tionetl them at various arts 

of the districts under b,l M~~- t~ 'd d 'h 11 h' d L . • ..... e I:ey l'lere ro" e ',at ate r ne~ s ~y 

the labours of the local peclT'l i.e. ccordln; to ~orne traditional ac~ounts 

the fol ~,() fTen; of Le: jAzr'::tch 1 end sset-T NpsH,u~ T.J:,O ',las te p,overnor ,,}f frj o at 

h 
. 5 

t ,e t1me ,vere as mnny as 30,r~n_ 0ur info~nts tell us that th ~e soldiers 

were kno'tlm tlS t!1e r.ondare by the local neooJ.e. The exact reasons for this 

are not very clear as yet hut SOMe elders r?oort thal- jt was because of 

Shoan troops then cone: '.stin of irdivi..duale vho rrere nredorrinantlv of r.onc~re 

,. If "'h orlg1n . ! .ey are reme~he~ed today qg very unrullv and onnr ssjve claiers 

r l,yho despi sed the local neonlp. and consirlered th,~~ e.s infer' or bei in t eir 

own country_ It is reported that. in C('lT"lT'ariS0'1 wit. con t ions j., t e " ~as 

where the r-ondare ere ste.tioned, liff,> in 1elle!1' and ~leqemte Has r ther 
., 

blissful for the local " roMo. I 

The Governor of t rjo anpointed hi . 0·,' ..... n. ~l1'inistr"'ti."c. offici als for 

the varioul; ,"l; str' ':ts under hie cont-roI. T~~s,:' officials hac! the char~cte 

ristic Ethio~i~n feudal titles in accord~nce ~'ith the uize and i~?ort5nce' 
o 

of the district, " roile tr.e~e ~honn adr!'!iniHr tcrs OCCUDl ed the hi~her 

ech~l('ns of power sornf of the ;'lost loyal me.~berg of the local Oroma eli e 

were r,ivEn subsidiarv titles in accordance TJ:t.th the 1 vel'" ~:md tJ es of 

services thlq were intended to r~n~cr to the he] e fpucal et- u~. Thus ~ ", 

are told that th~'titles of JislpE~ 

used in this order to (\~note th 1 ca~ a-:-- ' T!) str tive hier. .~rchy 1!n e::- each 

~ Shoan G~J or ~overnor. In ~o~t case, hO~l~v£r. ~ven these relatively 

minor J:losition~ - -- dth tl-)e excention of. t~:o"'e of' t Ie ~or~ and Chiqa-'Sh 

Here actually ?iven to Mer}:. .rs of tl e Shoan co" ... ·tm5 ty stati.oned in various 
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r districts. The same model and pattern of l ocal administr ation was also 

adopted by the ruler s of Leqa Qellem and Leqa eqemte who could ive feudal 

titles as high as Fitawrari to their own l ocal follower s.IO 

The exact nature of the f eudal relat i ons established as a result of 

the superimposition of this heirarchy will have to be studied further in 

much p,reater detail . For the purposes of this essay , however, the traditions 

transmitted by our informants from Arjo and Horro-Gudru seem to represent 

the general uicture obtaining throughout the region where Shoan troops were 

stationed . We are told that the Oromo peasants in these areas had multiple 

obligations towards the Shoan military colonists . The conditions in Arjo 

and Horro-Gudru are painted as particularly severe and harsh .As soon as the 

Shoans had established control over the area~ the Oromo vi llages and hamlets 

were evenly distributed among the settled troops according to their respecti ve 

ranks. There was then established the very heavy Shoan land tenure system 

as applied in Shoa and the o~her incorporated regions. Firstly, each Oromo 

family had to pay the equivalent of 5-10 Birr annually to the Shoan warrior 

with whom he had been attached. This a~ount is supposed to have been 

collected on behalf of the central state to which it had to be transmitted . 

However, our informants are sceptical about this and insist that the 

Shoans kept much of it for themselves. The f amily also had to set aside 

an asrat, that is, one-tenths of his harvests , which he had to transport 

\ himself to the nearest p.ranarv where similar contributions of p.rai n crops 

11 were stored for emergency purposes. Further more the peasants had to 

share one-fourths of all their produce with his Shoan nefte~a who lived 

entirely on these dues. While these are I' ].egitimate'· dues established by 

the Shoan state machinery there were a number of other occasional pa~nents 

imposed arbitrarily by individual neftegrinc~ according to their own personal 
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~ims. We are thus told that the Shoan soldiers could drive away with 

'j impunity and for their own private use heads of cattle , sheep and goats 

or pack animals belonging to their peasants. Members of the peasant 

family were also expected to render sundry labour services to the neftegnna. 

These included, among others, looking after the mules and horses12 of the 

nefetegnna, fetching water and fire wood for him, building houses for him, 

clearing paths and constructing wooden bridges for his convenience and 

running errands for him wherever he so desired. 13 While these stories are 

related with considerable bitterness by our informants from Arjo and Horro 

Gudru, Leqa Neqemte traditions recount them with much gratitude for their 

own relatively better fortune under the Bekere family who were careful to 

avoid the most distasteful aspects of the Shoan hierarchy which they other 

. . d 14 . h Sh Wlse trle to emulate. However, even 1n Neqemte and Qellem t e oan 

presence was heing felt more and more increasingly as years went by. This 

) 

general process in which the Shoan central court began to be more directly 

involved in the local affairs of these two autonomous units and the conse-

quent tug of war between the local rulers and Addis Ababa has been discussed 

elsewhere. 15 The sense of self-confidence felt by the Shoan court after the 

victory of Adwa in 1896 was reflected in its increasing interaction in the 

local administration and the consolidation of imperial power vis ~ a~vis the 

newly incorporated areas. 

One of the most dramatic results of this consolidation of power which 

affected the lives of the agricultural peoples of Wollega --- except those 

of Qe11em and Asossal6 ---- was the proclamation of 1909/10 requiring the 

measurement of all land and its redistribution. As attempt has been made in 

earlier pages to describe the pattern of land rights that the Oromo peoples 

established following their migration and settlement in the highlands of 



,. 

, , . 1 

"I , ' 1' > 

~ .. , '1' 

' OJ ' : ' 

• • l' 

, ' . :.. 

'.' 

, , <; 

,J: 

" ~' - .. : '- .. ; - ., "': 

'. >- ' .. 
"; J, • 

ft.:'" , , , • ,j 

r. .. \~. : ; - t: ",' 

; ~ ,'. t.::.... J. - : ~ " L, 

_' f.. _ 
" 

" , ' " 

f 1. t' , I 

1. , ,~; 

t ' ", , I 

: t 

'J) 

" ,~.I.... '.,'. .. 

" . , .' .', 

... f. _ r (". :'" , 

I, ,', 

.... f , 

" 

, , 
.' .' J!' . ; 

, , , 

,1,:. ' 1 

, I :/ j .. ( .! ' X. "f 

' \!0 : ' 

" 

.: .... .. ' i:. " ',. 

r ' : j'!" .;0, .... , r · 

" . ' , l ~, :~ I 
.: . . 

'l"; .. ", 

''': t , • .!.!,..; ';. ') 

': ~"::" !' 

, ~. i I" 

. -: " 

• " ~ f : to [' , ', ""J '; l ' .. 

" , ~, 

" 

\). f ~ . :\," , 

) 

87 
what i~ today Wollega. 17 This patte 1,' 

Tn was ~ept lnt ct throu~hout the c ntu-
ries until it was partially disturbed by the e cr ~ncc of a series of auto 

cracies in which there was a tendency to disregard the strict traditional 

gabiye rights in favour of the arbitrAry dispositions of the local tyrants . 18 

With the advent of the Gojjame and the Shoans, however, new elements of feudal 

relations were introduced. In the first phase the Gojjame and the Sho~n settlers 

were simply superimposed on the local peasantry without in any 

the traditional gabiye rights the local people had on the land. 
way affec ting 

Still ~ceping 
their possession and use of the land as in earlier centuries, the Oromo peasants 

( were required to provide first the Gojjame and then the Shoans with ~ifferent 
k ' d f d s 11 1 b ' 'd' d l' 19 l"h'l h' 1n s 0 ue as we as a our serV1ces as ~n ~cate ear ~er. I'~ e t 1S 

applied to the areas in which the Shoans were directly se ttled, in the "auto-

nomous" regions like Leqa Neqemte and Leqa Qellem the local rulers agreed to 

pay annual tributes to Mini1ik, very often I n precious objects such as gold 
, 20 and ivory. As shown earlier Moroda TlTaS firGt required to pay 500 weqets' 

of gold and 100 feresula
2l 

of ivory. This was l~t~r increased to 1000 weqets 

of gold As contribution towards this tribute paid to Minilik, oroda and 

Kumsa could levy as much as one Thaler on each of the households within their 

realms which could not pay in gold or ivory.22 The land measurement procla­

mation of 1909/1910 introduced the second decisive phase in the relntions 

between the Oromo peasantry and their new landlords. 

The background of the land measur~ment proclan':Jtion was, very clearly, 

the slow but steady transformation that the Ethiopian society was beginning 

to undergo during the last part of the nineteenth'lnd the first decade of 

the twentieth century. l\Tith the defeat of tl'te Italians at Adwa l>1inilik's 

Kingdom was coming into closer and more mea:ingfl.1l cont'\ct~ with the major 

European powers. The pressures for op ning up the country to international 

capital, the attempts at some degree of modernization, and the consequent 

need for a mere intensive exploitation of the resources of the land were 

felt very keenly during that crucial o~riod . 23 The economic base for Minilik'~ 

rather heavy investment in firearms and the increasingly extravagant court 
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gtv l e at Addis Abar.,8 '-ras ver:~ ~r 'i~ile inc!e ,,;, J and t f' handful of 'European 

advisors IT'U'lt h,?"e .r"v~\l·le..l u "TI t J.... .., 
,-.... 'i.r'''''''ror to cr~8te net-7 sources of 

revenuf'. Sinc e lane I'M' certal h' the r'ost -:.lcntiful cOmI:'od it"l a t h is 

I 
disposal , t he 

o s s iti Ii t / of TIlP8SUrlnp l :tr·· f-rou~}-0t1t >' S ,e .,1-, cOI'l (1uered 

dOJll.,j.ns ? limi tinp t hIS she of I F-n(l 
() ~e c Im.t"'~ ar. r

' user! by the local neo"l~ . 

and si.n-mly confisca tl.n~ th _ res t 0 -: t l"e lan i fe 
~~lE or dist~ibu tion by 

t he Rta te T/ms one of tre c l eRr &>;. t oot; OT' S th~.t e ~i'~ to o h;lV ~nme to finilik 

and his advisor s. T';esp need s vhi c ~ }'jnil " ',,,,.!~.. ..f! tiIre ~.'ere accurately 

perce ive~ ~v t he eople an~ t he traditiona t~~"e~5 t-tA~ to U~ ive a similar 

nicture . Our in£or1"' ~nt .3 n~cor.:: t"!at the ?:'!T'''?ero pa esed t~e .,rocl~n'3tion~ 

in the f i rst place~ to earn ,~ lot of caAh fo r t Ile Tlur"\:Jsro o~ ~'T'earr.~ torith 

h d f h f' ') !l h . t . e ~rocee s 0 t .e con lscaten l ~n~ . T cy al so in~l c~te tlat t~e c~ t r a l 

.:,n~ loca l adnir.is trative achinery hac "rOHp. treJTlendou !'; ] an Of.> 

nUJ'l)~er of c ~,vi l iI' tary ~r. n ·li ~iou~ fUT' ctionari e in ~lned 

') <: '" f or ~rh j ch "in;, J 'lr h'3.r. tr, confiscClt e l Rnd freEr t~ ~ i nd renous ::,<'! C'-le. I 

t hree con cr 't- cl ~i~s on t~e pr oduct s of th~ 1 ". in ~r jo : o-ro ~udru , 
~r.: 

Leqa Neqernte and i ts den~ndeI'cips . I •• In t' •• ' c·_ .... _ 
.L.t_ L lace. t '1ere T !P' ~ th~ 

Or Ol!lO peasantry who had ~RH'tTe ripht1': 0" F..-tt2tl S iv stl'l':ches of still un 

measured L~.nC' ,·}tJ.ch the:' cultivated and .. '.' r t hey alse u se to T'aise larpe 

herds o {' cattle . s ;eep and goats. . econ(jJ. ,") there were t pe inci."a3sir.~ly 

ore nUMerOU3 Shoar admini~tra ors in : .r oc 2nd Rorro- r:udr ' he hari ... een 

granted the full services of the loc~' Ocomo : aroilies . Finally the official 

\ policy of convertinr the f'lrof'1O into "rth,')r!o' Cbr! st i an i t~· '1.art also r..reate.d 

the need for ~ ')m.e laT' to be set s : l~ ~or t1.,e sur nor:.. of t !'e cler~y who 

were to st:J.ff t"'e ner'T cpurc . es estorli r. ;"p''' t rouE?f:,t"'llt :Toll€~f' . Althouph 

Leq.a NeQel"tB Colas adrninis~red hy I"le~l c~~s of t ! - lr _no f aJ?\'ly an~ the oth ..; r 
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e.lite , a feudal hierarc.hy similar to the raa,s dire.ctly ruled by t e 

Shoans t"as :tlready develooinft there too p.d the "rocess of claf;s uifferenti-

ation had been cons iderably ha~tened hy t e Sho 27 
conClllest. The need 

for churc land was ",1 80 felt in Leoa N~qemte territories. 

Thus , i t is very clear that the Land Mea ~r~ment Procla~ation set out 

to identify and put lepal HI'lit8 on thec;e three s ~,,) f.1ratp cla"rns on land at 

the timp. -- namely _ those of the local. T)e.<lMvtry thp nredominar,tly alien 

fe udal hierarchy , and the incipient or~3niz ",-d on o ~ the "rt 0,101(- urc ~n 

Hollep.a . Prior to the actual lTIeasurement 0: t).E;: 1 nd local eVers still 

remember distinctively that t . ev \.lete told t hat , .. tl- ~ lane! T'7ill ce 1I1easure>d 

and the §Jsso , or the t hird portion, shall be pive 2e 
to you. Thi reference 

to the term §isso h.<ls been the cause ot consideracle ~isuncetstandi p nd 

r hi tterness. I t l):!ld apparently misled the loccl !Jeo!)1e into belie.vinp, that 

the land l"Ould he divided into t~ree equal o_~r_tions onl~. and tha1! they t'Yould 

be left to use the Siss~ ~ or onr- - thirrl of tl--~ 1<>nd. 29 In the gov p.?:n!'lent s 

linguG: J hoy.'ever, t~e ta-rm ~isso was apnarent l - used siM'Oly to indica'.:e tbltt. 

tcLether ~ith the Church and the feudal hierBrc~ sUoerimposed on them the 

local people using their unt!leasured _?E!.'j-ye lan.d ccns~it'!l.ted one of tr.e tr.ree 

elements with claiMs on the land and on T.'}lich the land Measurement v7as to .set 

I specific limits. 
'\ I 

It seems very cle r that t r.e gover~ent did ~t have the 

intention of dividing the 1an~ hto trree e~.!l~l portions and ~ivinp. t-he third 

~'ortion to t _e local people. I\c tuall;" thE. OOlYl-'rn.1"!>ent hC'ti a very if:} ortant 

fourth factor in mind . A a~v imnortant objective of the ~nd Measur~\ent 

Proclanation was to eet ~side va3t tracts of land to ~e confiscat2d fro~ t e 

Pe.opl£ ~ to t-~ d~clared Yemenr.ist Heret ~ 0"':' .statp land and nhict could ~e 

I offered for '1 al~ to anyone T,,5 th rep-ely cas!·. ~t~rting from the premi~e tbert 

the tr"'l.ditional use of land '{-las rat;'ler wastefu... "' lin.ili~ I i; r:ovl!"I"'Dt'leDt. bad 
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decided to put limit~ to it end, in addition. to gen r8tQ ~ larp~ aource 

of revenue f roll" the 3ale of the ' suT)erflu~H·:' Ifl.nd. Their final discovery 

that thi s fourt~ factor was also involved created considerahle ritterness 

amonp the loc~l neople. Our elderly informants have told us that they were 

deceived h-.r thE. government whic at fir"'t promised them a Si~so or a third 

rortion ~ but actually 'ef t the~ only the irl~· or one-fourth of their ancestral -_." 
land , confiscatinp' t he rem.:1.jnj!,~ three--fcurth . 30 

/I v<:lriety of contrad i ctor:7 

traditions are tr~ns1Tlittp.n rF'''ardine this and t~1ey ~ave made thF: tas). of 

interpretin.R them very Mfficult indeed.~l 
')" 

The standard land neasure USp.o ,as a rc~e ~ 7 meters 10np .J/ rectan?le 

8 ropes wide and 11 ropes lonp. CO{l8 ti tuted a ,~tela_~ 0 ~asha llhich T, as anproxi 

rnately equivalent to 3950 32 square reeters. Thus ;, for th~ first tiMe in the 

history of the 0romo of \;Jollega s they had to count land in terms of units of 

gasha or qela<! . Phen the officials sent out to ~asure t'!e land ar~ ·.v~,J at 

a locality accompaniee by the district ~ovcrnor; rh~ tocal OQQPla ~e 3~ 

to identify the &?;xtent of the la.nd on lJhich t:hey claimed qabiye. rig~ts . The 

area "las tl,~n rope- Measured into units of f.ash~ or <!elad.. A certein number 

of pashas } det:>endinF on th2 settlement: patterns of the )E.()~le ; ,,'ere declar~d 

to consti tute the .s.~ye land on ~.Thic:; the 1. eal Orol'lo ould continue to exer 

eise their ancient communal right~. 7. is d ~ not necessarily constitute a 

Sisso or one- third of the area. Tt .~ ~ r~t:"er cr1.,i t arily nelimited on tb ~' 

basis of "rhat the officials on the snc; felt wot.!ld satisfy the iJllJTlediate 

I 
needs of t~e local peopl E: f!Orlp. rashas . IJr portions of one F,as1'!.a were then 

\ demarcated and distribute! a:~on: the fho.:m soldi ery settled in the area as 

made~~3 the size dependinq 0, th~ir ra~ . nd ~.aee in the fpudal hierarchy • 

Some !;:\nd ,.·a~ also SE'.t nside for cr.urc}1 use rel"arr.'less of whether there 

3[. 
were churches in tLc Jocc>lit 1 or not. T'-~ . alli the extent of the S I:!r 
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flUOUR land ' ''I; ascst't.aill ~ , 
u. ). t uas ~P.~urL ~ _ 1 2.aJl!"." . 'c..--o:efully demar-

r cated
35 

n1vi 'leclClcP(~ f. tate l an(l . ... . ---_ . ... _- , 1 "1") 
land for sal e 

v f 

v 

o 

For tl"p government , it \1R~ 111 -;::.ntly 
- - l;'hether this BO calle 

state ] fmc r,ra s <! lready occu~ied }>'l t'-e lc~al r 
I' _ • OlTlO nf>asantry . Ir fact 

i t pou le! l-e more valuable if it '~1ere so occupien . since the factor of 

se t"t le1l1ent pas an i!":. cr.t"lnt elertept in the asseSS1"ent o~ thp va l u_ of the 

land. Our 'nfortrants T.01 Qrted that tne st1.te land of f ered for sale was 

divided into t hree categorips . A ~<!sh,,: of land l,':lS considered to be le , 

Ol:' fertile ~ - f it T"as settled r;/ "lnd sunport comfortably a lar~~ number 

of peasant families. Such a E~s';a t·'as the most expens 'vp to ~ ~;' and co£t 

be tpeen 4() and 50 ThaLer 5. On the othet' • .:tn~ , a pClsha T" ~ich VTas only 

sparse I ; net.tled T.l8S clBltsified len· · ~e.f > 0r r.e""ni · fe,.tile ~ and cost only 7.5 

Tha ler! . Finally . a pasha which was comple t elv tnloocupied "res 'rmly 

declared tc ~ , or non" fertile and cost only 1r Thalns Tha t t h is classifi-

cation was based on settlement and pot on the intrinsic vc:luer of the land 

tw'? " 
'I Ott!' inf(·r;~nts is often commented upon They relate that the unoccuoied 

lands l>7ere very oft '2n t~e 'riches t 1n natur£".l resources. are told that 

some of the most vaiua"le natural !,ro..iucts SUC~1 as :tonev , ivory J musk ~nd 

p,old were p,enerally o~tainpd f.cor.! sue;) A,r<:. S Coffee lantations , - ~o 

d ~ '1 ' 1(, trived later . predominantly ; on th~se sO-'cal l a non 1: :ortl. e areas 

The 1iving conditions of thz majoritv of the 0r~o easantry were already 

affected by the disastrous consequences of the L'nd 1easurem~nt Proclamation. 

In the first palce . the feudal offici -.;1 s sent 0 t to measure tile land were 

clearly unAympathetic towards the noor easant. I l ~ he delimitation of the 

~alled Sisso for co~unal us t l cse oftic'~l~ nften located these in 

areas unfit for . 1 37 grI.cu ture . Sornetimes $the / even cr ated on the cize of 

t he rope used for tlle measureMent. Natm:ally . this created a lot of confl' cts 
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wi t h &CI!le of th,Q most cour~eou8 ann r "' Sotl '"c:.>iul 
• - neasants trav 1 

t he ;fay t o '~ini li ' s cou .. t to ap eal t h .h c "as on r,ore t han one occa 

. 38 T 1 
Gl on . . . e rl3su ts T,u'\re ne ' ~r t~"' l e ss , p;:..n£ra J.J '7 unfavourab l e. 

~l3condly , th.0 "' c:tsnnts o7h •• "'. 1 1'V(> (1 OT' t l. -" . 
• , - •• '=! • ('l"er;:! m€ret r ~v·r. t o t hf 

members o f the local f eudnl hierarch; or t o th~ church h~d 0 10 per any 

claims on the la-ld. They Id . 
cou cC'ntl nue 1;0 ' . " ~ t here and l ~or ' he Vlnrl 

only on the sufferance of t e o ·'re r of e!C JT1 :.~eria or serton r c J. pos ' 

s ible cond:i. ': ions could t·e iMIJosccl on t hp.m l- y l:i rJ, or h~ C'011 d ev~" viet 

The SaM" na s t rue of' thp. Dea tint s nh.O had lon~ settled 

1 

t hem altopether . 

I and lived' u;.on b ,.-:.rts ~;hich l:1ere no' ~l.:l ssified .:is !izh neret . or l~ f or 

sale, They automatic.ally lost all titles on tp~ land T1hic!1 t he' ha inher' ted 

.from theil;' ancestors . Thr y eitl.;er had the option to ~uy it fro t he state 

which the majority sil"1T)ly coul d not afford ')r J ive as the tp.na t o~ the 

nerson ~.;ho would buy it . 3') L~qa Ne~e!'1te traditions i."" ic e that urllike 

i n .;.r j 0 a.nd Horro .. r-udru ~ KwsCl. pA.ve h i S O1-1n nE;o"Jle c p-race period of a l,out 

ten years durin~ v!hich t'1e:' cou}d co~l,::t ,·· :> ~ynent , 1..0 
for t he land . Even 

t here .• hOl07ever > it was TfI.'tinly f,'UJT'sa I s o:[ f~~ials 0 ::- t'~l(tives who could in 

the end afford to buy tract c-: 1.:,' . .1 . 1:- f r i" and l:orro' Gudru J.end coul-l 

l-e bought to a very lar?,€' extent . only 1-,. " ~Of I B o f nOT'\-Oromo oripins e rom 

Shoa. 

The other imrortant I')H ~ctive of T,ane' ~~easul.'e!llent Proc1aJl"latior. To'. e: to 

systemati ze taxaL '.on in t~le country and t o ensure t ".2.t tax€' . Mere p-lid by 

e l'~ 41 all peoples of all walks o. :re . Thus . with t . . :? e"{ceotion of semon 

Elerei t , or c.urch lann I taxes ~ 'ere lp. T' ed 0 aU c '-her tynes of hnc1 Even 

the peasantry who continued to scraJ:'e a cO"'lllunt"l existance on t he so c~ l1~d 

sisso land were nor. snared. For thE' pu!' 060 cf t~xation the Sis~ l!lnc1 to?as 

r~gistered in the natl' ·~ ·)f a sprior I'lpmber of the lOCAl linp. .. ~e lo'ho ~ ") l1ected 



·" .... 

:, 

. :, 
... ~. '. 
..... 

~::- . 

' . . , 

93 

contributions from his fellow peasants and paid the annual dues on their 

communl.'al land . Those who . . 
were glven madetla meret as well as the individuals 

who bought gizh meret were also liable to pay the annual tax to the state • 

Our informants are unanimous on the rate of taxation imposed on the 

various categories of land. On every gasha of lem,a fertile land,a tax of 15 

I Thalers was paid annually; on lem tef, or semi-fertile land 10 Thalers; and on 

tef, or non-fertile land only 7 Thalers. 42 For the majority of the Oromo 

peasantry who had to live on the Sisso qabiye land, this rate of taxation 

proved too heavy. This is repeatedly cited by our informants who say that 

many ~f the peasants actually went to the local administrators and declared 

their inability to pay. The taxes were so high for them that they were forced 

to abandon claims on the land. In such eases the land was readly taken over 

by the local administrator or his relatives who were prepared to pay the tax 

43 arrears with the land being automatically registered under their names. 
-

The Oroma ~easant then lost all titles to the land and he became a tenant of 

the new owner. 

Thus, in one big swoop, the Land Measurement Proclamation of 1909/1910 

introduced basic transformations in the socio- economic relations of the 

people of Wo1lega. The greatest beneficiRry of the situation was the central 

govermneut which had acquired vast tracts of land confiscated as "surplus" 

from the local people and offered as land for sale. At the same time, Minilik's 

court ensured that the rank and file of the Oromo people throughout Wo1lega 

paid their share for the maintainance of the huge and oppressive feudal 

machinery which he had lately imposed upon them. The other sector of society 

/ 

which benefited from the whole scheme was the incipient local feudal hierar­

chy that was emerging in the "autonomous" areas such as Leqa-Neqemte. Moroda 
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and Kumsa were very good students of 1inilik on whose feudal models they 

fully collaborated to restructure their own society. With themselves at 

the head of the whole stpucture, their relatives
J 

loyal friends and servants 

came to constitute an ever-increasingly he~vy burden on the majority of the 

Oromo peasants who had now been dispossessed of their qabiye rip,hts and had 

been effectively reduced to a tributary status. Despite the misleading 

facade of Kith and Kin the peneral situation developing in Leqa Neqernte and 

Qellem , just as in Arjo and Horro- Gudru, had the same seeds of social 

differentiation germinatin~ over the years into full-fledp,ed contradictions. 

In other sectors of economic activity Wollega within the empire has 

been the object of many explorations, surveys, voyage relations and reports. 

Besides the the capitalist exploitation system had reached Wollega in 1899-

1901 when "La Societe de minesd' or du v1allaga" was established. 44 
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CHAPTER I 

Notes : 

1. In almost all the written records the name 'Galla' had been used instead 
of the name ' Oromo' by which the p,roup refers to itself. The etymology 
of the word 'Galla' is uncertain but is undoubtedly the name given to 
the Oromo by other people. Oromo pertains both to the race and to fanruaf'e 
Afan Oromo. In this paper the name Oromo will be used instead of the 
erroneous term Galla, which is pejorative, derigatory al.d misleading, 
unless otherwise put under quotation. Se0 Gust~v Aren, Evangelical 
Pioneers In Ethiopia; Origins of the EVAngelical Church Mekane Yesus 
(Stockholm: Offsetcenter ab, Unpsa1a, 1978), p. 20. Also hlmeida, 
Some Records of Ethiopia 1593-1646, ed.by .F. Beckingham and G.W.B. 
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i\.A.U., p. 103 Girma Hengistu, "The Busase of Anhllo, Q.:llem, VEiTlega 
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Accade~ia D' Ita1ia 9 1940) pp. 52-~6. 
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13. L.M. Render, Op e cit., 47 & 56. 

14. V.L . Gro1tanel1i~ Loc. Cit. 

15. Interview. hto Kiti1a Cha11a, Ato Guda Merga, Nedjo, August~ 1979. 

16. Interview' Ato Bu1i Anke,QuGs Hate,. s Chihssa. Mendi, August, 1979. 

17. Taye Retta 'Gojam Governorate General ," Ethiopien G ographical Journal, 
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20. See A1meida ~ s Map. of Ethiopia (S .O.A.S. MS . 11966) . 

21. Interview ~ Ato Nerari JallU'lo, GhimbL Ato Vlaq . Ghimbi . Graz. Walteji 
D gago , ~odji ) Aupust 1979 . J 0 , 

22. Interview ~ Graz . Wa1taji Daga~o 9 Bodji Ato Ki tila Chal1as Nedji. 
Ques Jalleta Hasse , Bodji ;. Au~ust 1Q79 , 

23 . . A!meida, Op. cit ' j p. 1 iii - Conti Rossini , Storia d r Ethiopia 
(Mi1an ~ 19/.8) ~ p . ~86 . 

24. Some of the prominent families who are said to have been of the Ganqa 
origin include ·1ara Kenna. Kornboshi of Ga1ewo vTara f';raz. Eadano 
Sida of Wayu dut~-~jara Graz. Tumtu Giru of ra1~vo .Wara Kenna . Du1e 
Ribi of ' Galewo and Gaga Goba of Sombo Sadan who 1i~e- in the Sibu 
country . They are hardly distinp,uished from the ()rOJTlO in all aspects 
of life. Intervie~1 : Graz. Tamru Gutta , T)ig~a; Sept. 1979. Ato Kitila 
Cha11a ~ Nedjo, April 1Q80. 

25. Interview ~ Ques Daffa Jammo , Aira , Kenna Abdissa Mossa, Ato Ern.ru Gebre? 
Neqemte

9 
Ato Ja11eta Aba Nama , Shambo 9 August Octo~er 1979 • 

26 . Interview; Ques Jalleta v7asse, Bodji; August 1979 . l\to Kiti1a Challa" 
Nedjo , April , 1980 . 

27. Taddesse Tamrat s Church and 
C1arendom Press j 1972) ~ pp. 
the Horn, ' in The Ca~bridge 
Cambridge University Press 
pp . 78-89 . 

28. Ibid . 

29. See Chapter I s o. 11. 

30. Almeida . Op . cit ' 9 n . 110. 

31 . Interview' Ato Emru Gebr 
Gutta , Sept . 1979. 

State in Ethiopia 1270-1527 (Oxfor 
120-123. Idem. Ethiopia , the Red Sea and 
History of--;::rrrca . Vol. 3 (London , ew York, 

1977) J p. 103. Co~ ti Rossini 9P. cit ., 

Kenna . I\bdissa 'ossa , Ato Gebre Se11assie 

32. Interview: Ato po1del:eor p,is Beke , Ato Kabule t--1udda . '\rjo ? Ato Gudeta 

Moroda, Digpa 9 Sept. 1979. 

33 . Interview: Ato Emru Gebre ;,to Gel-resell~ssie Gutta . Kenn <.cdissn 
Mossa~ Neqemte ~ Ato Gudeta Moroda, Digga} Sept. 1

0
79. 
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This aspect of Oromo tradition is high1 d'ff 
recorded by other writ S . Y 1 used and has been 
(1855- 1918) '\ H S I U e(~~d' Aebe Bahru Zewde Dejazmach Jote Tulu 

, • 0 • • • 18 aba, June 1970) D. 1. Yilma Deressa 
Op.Clt. ? p . 240 . Intervlew Kenna Abdissa Mossa 'Ato Gehre Sellassie 
Guta , Ato Emru Gebre , Neqemte, Aup.ust 1979 . 

35. Almeida ~ ~i~ .. p. 135 

. . aSSle ..,utta, T enna, Abdissa Nossa Neqemte , 36 . Interview ~ Ato Gebrese11 ' G K 
Sept . 1979 . 

37. Interview: Ato Gudeta ~oroda . Graz. Tamru G ' . utta ; Dlgga , Sept. 1979. 
See also Yilma Deressa 0 't 213 ,> p. C1. ' } p. 

38 . Traditions report that l-!olleea was one of the sub·-tribes of Macha at 
Tute Bisil . But after crossing of'thp Gibe river by the OromoJEurther 
west

9 
Wollega is mentioned as a persons name amonP the Sibu tribe and 

later on it became the'name of the whole region. ' Interview! Ato Imru 
Gebre

9 
Neqemte ~ Graz. Waltaji Dagag0 9 Bodji . August & Sept. 1979 . 

39. Hu1le was one of the big Macha tribes which expanded south wards from 
Tute Bisil into Northern Kafa. Jimna oral traditions also indicate 
that Ru1le was divided into a number of clans and suh- tribes who 
occupied northern Kafa and it is mentioned by inform1~ ts in various 
districts of Kafa in connection with Oda tiu1le as their pada centre. 
See Jimma Oral tradition: Project jointly launched by the Institute 
of Ethiopian Studies and th~ DeD3rt1'.lent of History !\AU ., Nov. 20- Dec . 3 
1973 ~ Yilm.'l Deressa, Loc.cit., Interviev1 ~ Abba Jobir Abba Dula, Jir.:nna , 
Nov. 21 ~ 1973 < Haji Osman hbba Diko , Jimma Nov . 71, 1973 Abba Gaze 

Abba Garo ? Gera , April 2, 1974. 

40. E, Cerulli ? The folk-Literature of the Galla of Southern byssinia II 

Harvard African Studies
9 

Vol. III (19? 2) ? p . 11 . c.f . Yi1ma Deressa; 

Loc . cit. 

41. Jimma and Nonn6 today live in Darts of ¥3fa region. It seems that 
a clan of Jimma had moved towards th > south qnd has given its name to 
the area which is known as Jil!l£la while thers had moved towards ~Jolle8a . 
Interview: Kenna, Abdissa Mossa. Ato Em~u Gebre, Neqemte August 1979 

42 . Some informants claim that the ~a~a eXDanding troops h~d even reached 

R 
• TT d Sh" l' n the Sudan ",here they are said to hnve hurried 

ose1res ~a a lnlna a spe
ar

9 a shield and Billa Rutta facing th Sudnn as the demarcation 
of their qabiye land. Intervie~T ~to E~ru Gebrc, Neqemte ~ to Negari 

Ja1llI!lo , Ghimbi ,-- :\ugust & Sept. 1979. 

43. Traditions report that at Tute Bisi1 dise~scs lik~ alaria . Diarrehoea 
and Typhus amonp the people : and cattle d1spase l1.ke re~derpest and 
ticks became frequent which forced the }1acha OroClO to ~1.sperse. 
Interview ~ Ato Bu1i Anke , 'tendi , I' to Gudeta Moroda , Dl.gr,a, August 

and Sept. 1979. 
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41t. A special weapon made of iron sha d 
handle which was used to cut ~ff trph ene ~n both sides with a wooden 

e enem~es head. 

itS . Interview : Atq Emru r-ebre, Graz. Tamru 
O D ff J 

Gutta, Neqemte, Sent In79 
,ues a ,. a , ammo, Aira, Aup:ust 1979. ~'. ~J ) 

46. F. Enp,les, Op.cit., p. 266, 

1t6.bis. As a particularity we note that mldifatcha ;s 
d

. th a ~-. synonymous to Mogassa 
use ~n 0 er romo areas as social adoption . 

• animals slaughtered 1t7. Pieces of skin with flesh cut from the l;rnbs of the 
at the gudifacha ceremony. 

itS. Thigh is known as gudeda in Cromo and it is usually id~ntified with 
procreation by the aromo. Hence, the significance of taking blood 
from this part of the body is that the adopted group are by no means 
different from the other Oromo children with blood ties. 

1t9. Among the aromo of Western Ethiopia the term "Boy'ana" is used to 
distinguish the Oromo from the survivors of the early inhabitants 
of the region who were referrEd to as the tl gabaro'· . See also G. W. B. 

Huntingford, Loc.cit. 

50. Interview : Graz. Ta~u Gutta, Digga, Kenna . Abdissa 1ossa, Ato Gebre 
Selassie Gutta , Neqemte, Sept. 1979. 

51. Interview: Blatta Deressa Amante , Debrezeit, April 3 , 1962 (Interviewed 
and recorded by Ato Baissa Lemmu)~ Ato Kitila Challa, Nedjo, August 

1979. 

52. Leqa Neqemte informants report that they have spent thirteen genera­
tions since they have settled in the area while informants of Leqa 
Qellem say that they have spent nine to eleven ~enerations. The Sibu 
traditions say that they lived for about eleven to twelve generations 
in the Sibu country. Informants in Jimma ~ Amuru and Gudru in the 
northern and north-eastern Hollega relate that twelve to thirteen 
generations have elapsed since their settlement in that area. Accord­
ing to aromo custom it is the duty of the fathers to teach their 
children how to count genealogies up to ten generations or more., 
Interview ; Ato Emru Gebre, Neqemte, Ato Kitila Challa ) Nedjo, Ques 
Daffa Jammo? A ira , Ato Negari Jarnmo, Ghimbi~ Ato Negussa Kanaie ) Shambo, 

August, Sept. & Oct. 1979 . 

53. The length of a generation has been taken to be 23 years on t~e bas~s • 
of calculations made on sample genea1op.:ies collected from Ned)o, Gh1rr.b~ .. 
and Neqemte. Huntingford has ~iven the date of 1569 for the Macha 
occupation of the land between the Abbay in.the north and the Gojeb . 
in the south. See G.W.B. Huntinp,ford, Op.c~t., p. 19. For Chronolog~cal 
estimates based on the ~ada system see, Almeida 9 Op. cit., pp. 208-10 . 

54. See foot ·-note 52 of this chapter. 
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55. There is a striking similarity between the respectful Dagal Sa~ 
of the Oromo and the Kilolo a territorial Chief of the Luba of . 
. Angola , c~ . Jan, Vansina, Kingdoms of the Savanna (Madson , The Univer-
sity of WlnconSln Press, 1966) pp. 70-76. --

56 . Interview ~ Ato Emru Gebre , Neqemte~ Ato Gud~ta Moroda, Dip,ga/ Sept. 
1979. 

57. Belonfdng to the faMily of balbala guda my OtVIl younr,er brother of 
sixteen years of age performs such ritual duties within the farmers 
association in y locality even today . Interview: Ato Geleta Kote, 
Neqemte 9 July 1979. 

58. Interview: Ato Buli Anke , Mendi} ~ugust lQ79 . Dokc is an OrOMO term, 
apparently of an ancient pastornlist origin ~ Hhich literlllly means 
dun8 . During the Oroma settleMent in ~llega , however ) it has been 
used to mean the right to a share of 13nd in the qabiye system. This 
clearly reflects the transformation of the OrOMO from a predoninantely 
pastora1ist society into one of sedentary mixed famers. 

59 . rntervie1:v ~ Ato Kitila Challa , Nedjo . Quas Mathevos Chibsa " Ato Buli 
Anke , Hendi , August 1979, cf. Jan Hultin ~ !'Han and L nd in lTolleba ~ 
Ethiopia , " Gothenburp. University (April 1977L p. 1. 

60 . rnterview ~Ques Daffa Ja~o9 Aira. Ato Buli Anke , Hendi . August 1979 , 
cf. Jan Hu1tin g Op.cit., p . 11. 

61. IntervieTy: Graz . Deressa ~ ~ Keqemte . t\to K'ibu1e Mudda ~ Arj o. 

Sept. 1979 . 

62 . Interview! Ato Kitila Chal1a, Nedjo , Aueust 1979 . 

63. Interview ~ Ques Daffa JamMo , Aira ~ August lq79 

64. Interview: Ato Emru Gebre ~ Graz. Derassa ~; Neqemte, Sept . 1979. 

65 . 

66 . 

67 . 

68. 

There was personification of land rlmong the Dromo -"th~t land had 
eyes and ears and could act upon men who usurped. the rl ~hts of the i~ 

. h f 1 lonr after the latter had dl.ed or moved elsevlhere.' 
rr 1. ?'t' t ~ ownKers aeve~bdl.'ssa l.1,055a NCQemt ! CrOlZ. Haltaji Pagago Bodji} 

n erVlew: ~ enn 7 ~... . ,. 

August & Sept . 1979. See J. Hultin p Op.cit . , p . 8. 

Interview ~ Graz . Deressa Galla } l~to Gebrt.. Sellassie Gutta Neqemte .. 

July 1979 . 

T Gutta Dl.' .... ~a Kenna . J.bdissa Mossa 9 Neqemte, 
Interciew' Graz . amru r.f· Y 

Sept. 1979. 

F. Engles ~ Op.cit ., p. 275. 
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CHAPTER III 

See Map III. 

Bahru Zewdie , "Dejazmach Jote Tulu (1855- l918>=') R. S. I. U. (June 1970. 

esetta a a m1n1strat10n of Leqa Neqemte Between 1850-1923, " Addis 
T T ' "Ad" . 
Ababa University (August 1976). 

Interview: 
1979. 

Interview ~ 

Ato Ta'a Negari, Ato Gebrese1lassie Gutta, Neqemte , July 

Graz. Woltaji Dagago, Bodji. Augus 1979. 

6. Interview: Graz. Duguma Oncho, Digga, July 1973. See also H.S.Lewis , 

"A Reconsideration of the Socio-Political System of Western Galla, 1f 

Journal of Semitic Studies, Vol. 9, 1 (1964) p. 142. 

7. Bahru Zewdie , Loc.cit- Tesema Ta'a Loc.cit. 

8. See Chapter II , Notes 33 and 52 • 

9. Jote Tulu of Qellem got married to Doie,the daughter of Moroda Bekere 

of Leqa Neqemte. He sent elders and requested Moroda to give his 

daughter in marriage to him in a respectful manner according to the 

Oromo custom. The following Peom reveals the relations between the 

two families. 

lfNadiba hanchote naden hori daqa 
Nadibam Kan Jote soddan Mori Beka." 

The spirit of the poem is that Jote the son-in-law of Moroda was a 

respected person among the people. 

10. Interview: Ato Tata Nagari, Graz. Deressa Galla, Neqemte, July 1979. 

11. Interview: Kenna Abdissa Mossa, Graz. Tamru Gutta, Neqemte, Sept. 1979. 

12. Interview: Ato Estifanos Tesema, Ato Abdissa Abbay, Ghimbi, April 1980. 

13. Interview: Ato 01gira Aba, Digga, in 1973. 

14. Interview: Ato Abdissa Abbay, Ghimbi, April 1980. 

15. Arrio Am'o 
f,..--~;.....;o----'I 

Barart God ana 
Bekkre 

Interview~ Kenna. Abdissa Mossa, 

Sept. 1979. 

16. Interview: Fit. Mekonnen Kumsa, Neqemte, in 1973. 

17. Interview: Ato Emru Gebre, Kenna. Abdissa Mossa, Neqemte, Sept. 1979. 
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19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 
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Interview: Graz . Tamru Gutta N S • eqemte . ept. 1979 . 

Such blessings by the hanga£a is COMmon in 0 
i'Forehead:l symbolizes a brioht d rOMo CUstOlll. The term 

f h 
to> an successful fU~t:r; to in th l' f 

o t e blessed . Interview ,to Ta' a Vo - ~ J e ~ e 
NeqeMte, in 1973 . yess~ ) Kenna. Abdissa Mossa , 

Interviev7: Ato Gebre S 11 . e ass~e Gutta ) Neqemte, Sept. 1979. 

Interview: Graz. QugU1ll8 Oncho , Graz. TRmru Gutta Dipga, in 1973 . 

Interview Kenna. Abdissa ossa? Neqemte ... Sept. 1979 . 

Intervie,,, : Ato Gudeta Horoda, Dif?p, 7 ~ept 1979 . 

Interview: Ato Tala ~oyessa? Ato Ta'a Negari , Neqemte , in 1973. 

R. Pankhurst ~ Economic History of Ethiopia 1800- 1935 (.A. R.S.U . 
Pr:ss 1968) , pp. 351 & 450 : c.f. M. Abir , Ethiopia ' The Era of the 
Pr1nce~ (New York ' Frederick A. Praeger, 1968» ) p. 85 

26. Interview ~ Gr'lz . Tamru Gutta, Ato Emru Gebre, Neqemte, Seot. 1979. 

27 . Interview ~ Graz . Dercssa Galla, Neqemte . July 1979. 

28. Interview; Graz . Duguma Oncho, Dip,ga, 1n 1973 • 

29 . In tervi eyr: Ato Abdissa Abbay, • to Berhanu Gemta. Ghimhi~ llril 1980. 

30. Interview: 
1980 . 

Ato Kiti1a Challa ) Nedjo, •. to Abdissa t\bbay? Ghimbi, ~pri1 

31. Interview' Graz. Tamru Gutta, DieBa, 11 1973 • 

32 . Bake Bu1i is a bie plain between the territory of Leqa Neqemte and 
Leqa Qumba where Bekere and Danno Bera used to fight aeainst each other . 
Interview ~ Graz. Duguma Onch. DigRa , in 1973. 

33. Qondala was the warrior class in the Gada cycle rhich be10need to the 
thixd grade in the gad~ c1assification~---

34. Qorati is literally " thorns" used for the training of soldiers to help 

theM avoid fear of spears . 

35 . Accordin~ to Orome custom chocho was a special feast prepared near a 
river where people . especially the youth used to eat fresh me~t . drink 
milk and consume other food items for fourteen dnys continous1y. 

36. The following songs illustrate th t Bekere harassed not only the non 
Naa members but also meMbers of his o~~ tlan such ~s Kiti who had 

many heads of cattle ' 
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" 'Gugen Wama hinda1tu 
Bekere dama Godi Arno 
Sa'a Kiti futte Kitti Kessa futte 
}1uBe wama hingal tu. II 
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The spirit of the song is that it encouraged Bekcre to confiscate 

37. 

Kiti's cattle kill Kiti himself and go home call' h' h M h h' h B k . , 1.ng 1.S mot er ug e, 
w 1:, e ere 1S sa1d to have accomplished. Interview: Ato Edossa 
WaqJ1ra, Neqemte, Sept. 1979; Ques Daffa Jammo, Aira, August 1979. 

Interview: Graz. Tamru Gutta, Neqemte , Sept. 1979 ; Ato Abdissa Abbay, 
Ghimbi, April 1980 • 

38. Interview: Ato Temesgen Berkessa, Ghimbi, April 1980. 

39. Tesema Ta 9 a, Op.cit., p. 6. 

40. Warne was the war announcexs who issued orders in villages so that the 
ab1ebodied men should report to an appointed assembly place with their 
horses, arms and commanders ready for war . 

41. Interview: Ato Emru Gebre, Neqemte, Sept. 1979. 

42. Interview: Kenna. Abdissa Massa, Neqemte, July 1979. 

43. According to Oromo traditions crops are so highly respected that even 
a horseman is not expected to pass by if he sees cattle or any other 
pest destroying crops, rather he is expected to dismount from his 
horse and drive away the cattle from the crops contributing hia ahara 
towards crop protection. Interview: Ato Gebre Se1lassie Gutta, Ato 
Emru Gebre, Neqemte, July and Sept. 1979. 

44. Interview: Graz. Tamru Gutta, Digga , Sept. 1979. 

45. Interview: Ato Abdissa Abbay, Ato Berhanu Gemta s Ghimbi, April 1980. 

46. Interview: Kenna. Abdissa Mossa, Neqemte , Graz. Tamru Gutta, Digga ; 

in 1973. 

47. Bekere's settlement in Neqemte is remembered as the foundation of the 
town itself which later on became the capital of Wo11ega region. The 
trench dug by Fido Bokkissa to defend himsel~ known as Qota Fido is 
still visible. Interview: Ato Gebrese11ass1e Gutta, Neqemte, July 

1979. 

48. Hangafuma is a position Gf being hangafa (elder). 

49. Interview: Fit. Mekonnen Kumsa, Neqemte, in 1973. 

50. See Chapter II, pp. 21 and 32. 
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51. 

1)7 

Traditions indicate that wara Jato wara Dal S' . 11 L --' 0) wara aSJ.ga and wara 
Arl.a.sma er e~~ cla~s had.suffered from the wars-of Bekere. His 
warrJ.ors are sal. to ave kl.lled nine brothers who were the sons of 
Qejell~ Dereba of wara Jato by surprise and destroyed their village. 
Intervl.ew: Ato Geleta Kote, Ato Ta'a Wovessa Ato Ed s W k" 

N 
;n 1973. J? 0 sa a ]l.ra, 

eqemte, ... 

52. The peom literally means: Bekere Godana had chased Fido: what do 
you ask me to do? It is you who deliberated. Interview: Ato 
Abdissa Abbay, Ghimbi, April 1980. 

53. Moti was an ancient title used by the pre-Oromo people -like the Kafa, 
the Ganqa , the Busasse and other Omotic groups of south-western 
Ethiopia. It was a widely spread title among some of the Medieval 
Kingdoms, long before the Oroma migrations. The Gibe Kingdoms of 
the Oromo had assumed this title probably being influenced by the 
pre-Oromo population. On the other hand, the word Moti has its 
roots from the Oromo word Moe - meaning governed, dominated or won. 
Other forms of the word are: Motuma meaning kingship or governorship; 
Mosissa meaning let him govern; Moti meaning king. It is also 
interesting to note that the Oromo-used the word Moe for a strong 
Korma in a stable which had won other kormas (bulls) calling it 
Korma Moe or Korma Mossisa. There are also many tantalizing signs of 
connections between Bekere's and the nothern state system. For 
instance Be~ere ordered the farmers to observe the Sabbath and punished 
those who did not. He is also said to have given some of his followers 
a long "royalll dress as distingushed notables. All these were alien 
to the Oromo. Emperor Tewodros is said to have been informed of 
Bekere's fame from the merchants of Gondar and is supposed to have 
sent him a sword and a royal robe plated with gold. Interview: Graz. 
Tamru Gutta, Digga, in 1973. See also Tesema Ta'a, Op.cit., p. 8. 

54. See Chapter II, Note 33, 

55. Interview: Ato Edossa Wakjira, Neqemte, Sept. 1979 . 

56. See Chapter II, p. 28. 

57. Interview: Graz. Tamru Gutta, Digga, Sept. 1979. 

58. 
Abba Qora was a new title which is said to have used after Beker:'s 
rise to power. From that time onwards it became ~ popular h:redl.tory 
title in Wollega until the outbreak of the Ethiopl.an Revolutl.on of 

1974. 

59. Interview: Ato Gebre Sellassie Gutta, Neqemte, July 1979. 
11 d' h 'd 

60. Abba Biya literally means "father of the coun~ry ,an dJ. t. ~s a wtJ. er 

t t
' Tt was the title given to the dl.strJ.ct a ml.nl.stra ors 

conno a loon. _ . 0 't with a number of Abba Qoro under them. c.f. H.S. Lewl.s, p.Cl. ., 

pp. 139-140. 

61. Interview: Fit. Balla ~1olla, Ghmbi, August 1973. 
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62. Interview: Fit. Mekonnen Kumsa, Ato Ta ' a Ne~arl', ~ Neqemte, in 1973. 

63. Interview : Graz. Tamru Gutta, Kenna. Abdissa Mossa 1979. ' eoemte, Sept. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

"Selgen 1~'ani mu~to muran~ literary means nine metnbers seated (and) 
brought a verdJCt:Internew: Ato Ta ' a ~loyessa, Neqemte, in 1973 . 

Interview: Graz. Tamru Gutta, Ato Gehre Selassie Gutta, Ato Emru Gebre, 
Neqemte , Sept. 1979. 

Amole was very precious and was used as a currency in these days not 
only in Wollep,a but almost throup.hout Ethiopia, c.f. M. Abir, Op.cit., 
pp. 44-72. 

67. Interview : Graz. Deressa Galla, Kenna. Abdissa Mossa, Neqemte. Sept. 
1979 • 

68. Interview : Graz. Tamru Gutta, Digga, in lQ73. 

70. Interview : Kenna. Abdissa ossa , ;eqemte. Sept. 1979. 

71. 
A man named Serba Golja from Sasiga in the north-west of egemte killed 

an elephant in the Handeq forests without the permission of Moti Bekere 
and used the ivory for himself. He flee to Danno Hera 'S country where 

he took asylum • 

72. Interview : Ato Gebre Selassie Guta, Neqemte, July 1979 . 

73. Interview: Graz. Duguma Oncha, Dip~a, Ato Gebre Selassie Gutta, 

Neqernte, in 1973 74. Interview: Graz. Deressa Galla, Ato Emru Gebre. Neqemte, Sept. 1979 . 

75. Interview: Ques Daffa Jammo, Aira. August 1979. 

76. Interview : Ato Gebre Se11assie Gutta, Graz. Tamru Gutta, Neqemte, 

SEpt. 1979. 

77 . Interview : Ato Kitila Chal1a, Nedjo, April 1980. 

78. Interview : Graz. Deressa Galla, leqemte} July 1979' Ato Kiti1a Calla, 

Nedjo~ August 1979. 

79. Interview : Graz. Tamru Gutta, Kenna. Abdissa Mossa, Neqemte, Sept. 

1979. 

80. The songs literally mean, .tGarbi Jilo, the father of amo1e; 



. : 

• i .~. 

... .. 
li't 

." I ; ... ..... . ! ... 

I ',_ 

. .. ' 
, " 

109 

Genda Bushen, the father of amole: Danno Be th f 
(r1 

• B k h' h . -- raJ e ather of Amole : 
'lor1. ~ a W 1C 1S an abbriviation of Moroda Bek ) you e1x1st. ere Oh my father 

81. Interview: Ato Gebre Sellassie Gutta NeQemtp J 1 1979 Th' . f b 1 ,. - ) u y • 19 1n ormant 
do~s n~t led~ng to the Bekere family and was critical on this particular 
p01nt 1nc u 1nl, many other points. 

82. Interview: Ato Kitila Challa, Nedjo, August 1979 . 

83. Interview : Ato Edossa akjira, Ato Emru Gebre ~ Graz. Deressa Galla, 
: Neqemte, Sept. 1979. 

84. Leqa Sibu need not be confused with the large Sibu tribe in the ,Iestern 
Wollega. Here Sibu refers to the area in Eastern \~ollep.:a where the big 
Sibu tribe is said to have stayed before their rojgration further west. 
Traditions indicate that some clans of the Sibu which gave their name 
to the area remained behind to live with the Leqa Rroup of eastern W01lega­
and Leqa Sibu refers to this grQUP where the majority are the Leqa. 

85. See Map II 

86. Interview: Ato Edossa Wakjira, Neqemte, Sept. 1979 . 

87. Interview: Gudeta Moroda, Digpa, Sept. 1979 . 

88. According to tradition a horn cup from Getema was exchanged with two 
mules in Gojjam by the caravan merchants. At Getema a mule was bartered 
with two horn cups. It is also reported by the informants that Getema 
was the residence of WaIBDanno Bera before they changed their seat to 
Arjo further south thrOUPh conquest and expansion. Interview: Ato 
Wolde Georgis Peke, A~jo , Graz. Deressa Galla, eoemte' Sent. 1979. 

89. Interview : l1emhire YifTezu \Oi/Hana. r·1eMhire Abebe G/'~edhin, Arjo, Sept .. 1979. 

90. Pekere is said to have come to power in 18~ and effectivel
v 

ruled for 
twenty seven years . Informants say that B~kere died in the same year 
Emperor Tewodros died (lA68). Interview' Graz. T~ Gutta . Kenna . 

Abdissa Mossa~ Neqemte . in 1973. 

91. Bekere rimself is also said to have suncr the followin~ 'ust before 

his death. 

Oromo 

Utun yabale ole­
Fardiko tochusuma 
Utun a?,essa ole 
Hirgiko Dorauma 
Utun fudale ole 

Enp:lish ---
even if I mount the! whole day 
my horse is Tochose 
even

2
if I kill the whole day 

Dora is my riRht fame 
even if I marrv the \Olhol~ day 
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Nitinko Urgeduma my legitimate wife is Ur e 
Utun dashale ole even if I beget children the whole day 
Ilmiko Moriduma my legitimate child is Moroda. 
Interview: Ato Edossa Wakj.ira, Neqemte, Sept. 1979. Kenna. Abdissa 
Mossa, Graz. Tamru Gutta, Neqe~te in 1973. 

91.1 . Tochose was the name of Bekere's horse. 

91.2. Dora was the first person to be killed by Bekere who was a very 
strong warrior against him. 
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CHAPTER IV 

Notes --
1. Interview: Kenna. Abdissa Mossa N 

, eqemte, JUly 1979. 

2. See Chapter II , p. 27 . 

3. Interview: Ato Berhanu Gemta, Ghimbi 5 April 1980. 

4. Interview: Ato Estifanos Tesema, Ato Berhanu Gemta Ghimbi , April 1980. , 

5. Interview: Ato Negari Jammo, Ghimbi, August 1979. 

6. Horoda is al~o said ~o have sent Abba Dawe to Naro Gelet of Daled and Danno 

:umtu of Gu1~so call1ng on them to recognize him as a Mati and pay tributes 

1n gol~ and lvory. He offe:ed to let them rule their own-areas and they 

are sald to have accepted h1S messares. Interview. Graz. Tamru Gutta, 

Neqemte, Sept. 1979. 

7. Ulla Lemmena literally means the "rate at Arundinaria Alpina" the site 

which marks the qahiye land boundary between the Leqa and the Sibu. 

R. Interview: Ato Kiti1a Cha11a, Nedjo, August 1979. 

9. Interview: Graz. Wol,laji Dagago, Bodji, August 1979. 

10. See Chapter I I p • . 23 

11. A long-standing relations betl.reen Uollega on the one hand, northern states 

and Shoa on the other is reported hy traditions in Wollega. The Jote farnily 

of Qellem claimed to have had a Gojjame origin. This was probably desifned 

by the family to gain acceptance by the local Orome as leeitimate rulers 

related to the ruling house of Gojjam which had a well-ore-anized state 

system in northern l~ollega. Bekere Godana of Leqa Neqemte is also said to 

have been sent a sword and a royal robe by E~eror Tewodros through the 

caravan traders. }fureover, there had been close trade relations between 

Wol1ega and Gojjam in general and between the Gudru Orome and the Gojjame 

in particular through the Asendabo-Basso route as mentioned by Massaja 

(1885-6) . At the same time there was trade relations betl-Teen Shoa and 

~olle8a through Bi11o-Neqemte route. Nevertheless, the question of the 

early relations betl>7een Wolleea, the northern states and Shoa needs a 

separate detailed study in the future. 

12. See Chapter III, p~. 34-35. 

13. See Chapter II, Note ·52. 

14. Horo Dika is located north-east of Shambo- west of the confluence of river 

Finchafa and the Abbay, in Gudru land. 

15. See Map II~ 

16. Tulu Chari is found in the north- western part of Horro f!oreda in Dabisi 

Qebe1e. 
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. ongor 0 "foreda south t f Sh b 17. River Garchi has its source in Habe·'D U 

It is the tn.butary of the Anger river . -- eas 0 am o. 

18 . Interview: Graz . Negussa Kanaie, ~hambo 0 ct. 1979. 

19. Jibat Busho a leadinr, Borana member, one 
successor of ~ama ~u~a~ who came to power 
See G. MassaJa ? I Mlel Trentacinque Anni 

II ( Milan, 1885-6) p. 199. 

of the descendants "Tas the 
in Gudru in the 1870·s. 
di Missione nell' Alta Ethiopia, 

20. Interview: Ato Raissa Birru, Ato Baissa Gonfa, Shambo, Oct. 1979 . 

21. See Chapter III. p. Sf,. 

• , ssa anale, to alssa Gonfa, Shambo, Oct. 1979 . 22. Interview ~ Graz Nep,u K . A B' 

23. Terefe Wo1detsadik~ !'Unification of Ethiopia';, p. 75 

24. Interview: Ato Jaleta Gu1ti, Ato Ja1eta Abba Nama, Shambo, Oct. 1979. 

25. Interview: Graz. Negussa Kannaie, Ato Baissa Gonfa, Shambo, Oct . 1979 . 

26. Interview: Ato Jaleta Gulti, Graz. Negussa Kanaie, Shambo , Kenna Abdissa 
Mossa, Neqemte, Sept. " Oct. 1979~ c.£. A Triu1zi, liThe Gudru Oromo .... ' , 

pp. 59-61. 

27. A. Cecchi , Da Zei1a Frontiere del Caffa, 3 Vols (Rome, 1~8n - 7) Vol . II 
(1886) , pp. 554- 5; c.£. A. Triulzi, Conference Paoer ' "The Background to 
Ras Gobana' s Expeditions to Pestern lJollega in 1886-88: A ~eview of the 

. d " -eVl ence 9 I.E . S. ) p. 1. 

28. A. Triu1zi'1, The Gudru Oromo .•• ," pp. 61 ,62 . 

29. See Chapter III, p. 56. 

30 . Ras Adal was crowned Negus Teklehaymanot -- as King of Gojjam and Kafa,l 
on January 20, 1881 by ET!l!'eror Yohannes, See Pairu Tafla, I;Two of the 
Last Provincial Kings of Ethiopia," lESe Vol. XI, 1 (Janu. 1973) ? pp. 36-37. 

31. Bairu Taf1a, QP.cit. s p. 37 

32. The original statement was: IIAmari hindufan soba dufnan hin101an soba,1I 

Interview: Kenna. Abdissa Mossa, Neqemte, in 1Q73 

33. Interview: Fit. Mekonnen KumS8, Ato Gebre Se11assie Gutta, Neqemte, in 

1973. 

34 . Interview ~ Graz. Tamru Gutta, nigra, ~ov. 1972. 

35. Interview: Ato Ta'a vToyes Sa, Neqemte 7 in 1973; Ato Emru Gebre, Neqemte
9 

in 1979. 

36. A. Triul2i 9 op.cit.? p. 1.. 
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37. 

38. 

39. 
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Informants from Leqa Neqemte "e l' M • a 1ze oroda's ' 
given by Ras Deresu was inferior t h' new hUe Dejazmacb, 
this as a demotion. But they cl ,a t~S status as Mati and they see 
without knowing this. Interview~1~ at Moroda accepted the new title 
Graz. Tamru Gutta, Digp,a, Nov. 1972~az. Duguma Oncho, Digga, in 1973' 

Abebe Ambc;tche~, "Field Trip to Neqemte", E h No, 6 (Un1vers1ty College of Addis Ababa', t nological Society Bulletin~ 1957), p, 13. 

. ,. urce 1n t e eastern most of Illubabor Flowin Gabba River has its so . h 
west wards 1 t J01ns the Birbir river a th b d . g 11100 bIn e oun ary of Wollega and 

a or. ts about 40 k.rn. north of Gore the old capital of Illubabor . 

40. It literally means, "no outlet except inlet?" 

42. 

Interview: Graz. Dugurna Oncho, Kenna Abdissa Mossa At 01 " Ab At L t K . ' 0 g1ra a, 
o e a ussa, D1gga, in 1973:. c.f. Berhanu Dibaba, "A historical 

study ~f trade in north eastern Il1ubabor and south western Wollega" u~p~11shed B.A. thesi:, History Department. A.A. University (1973),' 
C1t1ng Noggo Sarbo, Halle Shurnbure, Oral informants . 

Interview~ Blatta Deressa Amante, Debrezeit, April R, 1962. 

43. Bairu Tafla, Loc.cit. 

44. Interview: Kenna. Abdissa Mossa, Ato Emeru Gebre, Neqemte, Sept. 1979 ; 

45. 

46. 

47. 

See also Gebre Selassie, Tarik Zeroen Ze Dagmawi Minilik Negusse egest 
Ze Ethiopia (Addis Ababa: Berhanina Selam Mathemia Bet, 1959 E.C.) 

p. 101. 
Bairu Tafla, "Two of the Last provincial Kings ... ", Lee. ci t .; See also 

Chapter IV, Note 31. 
Interview: Blatta Deressa Aroente, Debrezeit , April 8, 1962 (Gobena was 
given the title of Ras by Mini1ik in IB78 and by tbis period be had 
already undertaken hIS deplomatic activities witb the Sboan Cromo cbiefs 
in favour of Minilik). Interview: by Baissa Lernu. 

Interview: Ato Olgira Aba, Graz. Tamru Gutta, Digga, in 1973; c.f. 
R.A. Caulk, "Territorial Competition and the Battle of Emhal>o", Journal 
of Ethiopian Studies, Vol. XIII, 1 (January 1975), p. 7B. 

48. E. Cerulli, Op.cit., p. 71+. 

Interview: Kenna. Abdissa Mossa, Graz. Tamru Gutta, Neqemte, in 1973. 
49. 

50. 
Interview: Graz. Tamru Gutta, Neoemte, Nov. 1973: Ato Emru Gebr

e
, Kenna. 

Abdissa Mossa, Neqerote, in 1979; Fit. Balla Molla, Ghimbi, in 1973. 

51. Interview: Graz. Duguma Oncho, Nov. 1972. 

52. Interview: Ato Bassazinew Aleme, Ato Kabule Mudda, Ato Woldegeorgis 

Beke, Arjo, in 1979. 
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53 . 
Interview: Graz. Wolteji Dagago, Bodji, Aug. 1979. 

54. 
Interview: Graz . Tamru Gutta, K Abd' enna. lssa Mossa, Neqemte, in 1973. 

55. 
Terefe Woldetsadik, Loc.cit., c.f. H. Le Roux, M l'k (P . ene 1 et nous arlS, 

1902), p.3ea. 

56. Interview: Kenna Abdissa Mossa, Ato Kenea Ta'a, June 1973. 

57. Interview: Kenna. Abdissa Mossa, Ato Kenea Ta' a Neqemte, in 1973 ~ 
Informants from Jimma also report that there were no clashes between 
the Gojjame a~d th: Shoan army at Guma. Interview (by the History 
Dept. ~.A. Unlverslty~ 1974) Graz. Abba Bulgu Tigre, Guma, April, 1974 ; 
Abba Dlgga Abba Jobir, Guma, April 1974; c.f. R. A. Caulk, Loc.cit. ; 
Bairu Tafla, Op.cit. pp. 37-38 . 

58. Gebre Sellassie, 9,p.cit., pp. 102-103 • 

Himbabo is a plain in Gudru which was occupied by Himbabo Dede~ one of 
the pioneers in Horro-Gudru as the qabiye of his group. The traditions 
relate that the plain was named after him. Earlier researchers have 

59 . 

used the name "Embabo" instead of Himbabo in connection with the Battle 
of Embabo which was fought between the Gojjame and the Shoans in 1882. 
It seems reasonable to use the name Himbabo rather than "Embabo" which 
is meaningless. Therefore, Himbabo seems the correct name of the place 
and any thing connected with it. See R.A. Caulk, Op.cit., pp. 12-13, 
Idem, "Firearms and Princely Power in Ethiopia in the 19th. century" , 
Journal of African History, XIII, 4 (1972), p. 620; Bairu Tafla, Loc .cit. 

59-bis, See note 59. 
Interview: Graz. Negussa Kanaie, Ato Baissa Gulti, Shambo, Oct. 1979 . 

Interview: Ato Olgira Aba, August 1973; Ato Negari Jammo, Ghimbi, Ques 

Daffa Jammo, Aira, in 1979. 

60. 

61. 

62. Interview: Graz. Woltaji Dagago, Bodji, August 1979. 
English 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

67. 

Oromo 

Geberen hinqoti Gindin hinbaqassa 

Eshen kan hinsobdi 
Ligiditi dabarsa 
Abba etibaqasa 
Interview: Ato Kanea Ta'a, Neqemte 

E. Ceru1ti, Op.cit., pp. 74-75. 

The farmer farms and the plaugh tills. 
Leave it to Ligdi others are 
Hers ( coward s ) • 
The great ca11enger and brave • 

Au~st 1973. 

Ibid. 
Interview: Fit. Balla Molla, Ghimbi, July 1973. 

K 
Abdissa Mossa, Graz. Tamru Gutta, in 

Interview: Ato Kanea Ta'a e~na. 
1973; see also Ceru1l.S., Qp. Clt. , pp. 80-83. 
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68. Atsme W/ Sellassie , Op.cit ., p . 94. 

69. A. Truilzi p Loc . cit . 

70 . Interview: Ques Daffa Jannno , Aira , Graz . Wo1taji Dagago, Bodji ~ 
Ques Ja1eta Wasse , Bodji , in 1979. 

71. Interview: Ato Negari Jammo, Ghimbi , Ato Buli Anke , l1endi , Ques 
Mathewos Chibissa , Mendi , in 1979. 

72. Interview: Fit. Blla Molla, Graz . Tamru Gutta, Graz . Duguma Oncho 1 

in 1973 . 

73. Interview: Graz. Tamru Gutta, Ato 01gira Aba~ in 1973. 

74. Interview: Fit . Balla Molla , Graz . Duguma Oncho , in 1973 ; c.f . J . G. 
Vanderheym ? One Expedition ovec le Negous Meneli . (Paris, 1896) . p . 110 . 

75. Interview: Kenna. Abdissa Mossa, Graz . Tamru Gutta, in 1973 . 

76 . See Chapter V, pp . 82- tB . 
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CHAPTER V 

Notes -
1. Atieb Ahmed Daffalla, "Shiek Khojele AI-H 

1938, II un,(>ublished B.A. thesis Addia Ab:~sa~ ~nd B~la Shangul 1825-, a nlverslty (1973) , p. 50 . 

2, See tap III, 

3. Nolle Kaba and Lalo ~ille are the two areas beyond the Didessa river 
where the Shoan ?urnssons were stationed Th . d h stratee

ic 
areas. . ey are sal to ave been 

4. Interview: 
1979. 

Memhire Abebe G/l-1edhin , Memhire Yi~ezu W/Hana, Arjo. Sept. 

5. In:ormants relate that the followin~ peo?le were the ~overnors of 
ArJo and Ror~o - Gudru: Ras Lue1seged (C. l884-lA87) ~ Fit. Tk1e 
(C. 1888-'1890) Rad Dernissew (C. 1897- 1916 - with an interruption of 
three years ,in which fit. lbssa was appointed as a governor). Interview: 
Ato W/Georgls Beke, Ato Kabule {udda y Arjo~ Sept. 1979. 

6. Intervie"Y: Ato BasazineltT A1eme, Ato Kabu1e Mudda, Arjo , Sept. 1979. 

7. Interview' Ato Holde Georgis BeY,e , Ato BassazineH ~\l e1'lle, J\rjo , Sept. 1979. 

8. The governors of Arjo and Horro-Gudru 1 appointed by the central govern. 
ment, had inturn, the right and freedom of ap~ointing who ever they 
favoured from among the soldiers, as woreda p.overnors. Therefore , 
Dejazmach Demissew apuointed' Fit. Gebre in 4ako loreda~ Fit. Hailema­
riam in No1e Kaba, Fit.Eshete Bona in Horro , Fit. Afessa in Ghida 
Ayana, Ft. Shibeshi Ayda~e in Dapo Hanna . Betwoded ~ekonnen , the son 
and successor of Demisse"T also appointed : Dejazmach Raile Tesfaye 
in No1e Kaba , Dej azmach Debay in ' Hako, Dejazmach Beyene in Dapo Hanna , 
Dejazmach Desta Eshete in Ji~a Geneti, Fit. Yi1ma Syoum in Gudru and 
Fit. Tesfaye in LiIJUTlu. Intervie", : Ato TJ/Geor~is Bke s Arjo, Sept. 197 . 

9. A Mis1ene governed a woreda, an Abegaz governed half of the size of 
~2reda~ an Abba Qoro ruledover a number of,Chiqa-Shum who themselves 
reprrsented people livinp, in two or more vl1lepes. 

10. Interview: Ato \<Toldegeoris Beke, Ato Basazinew Aleme, Sept. 1979. 

11. 

12. 

Informants report that there had been a ~et work of ~ranaries established 
in various areas of the region where graln crops were collected to be 

us d
· t' f war or famine. It is also said that such crops beca~e 

e ~n 1me 0 • 6 I ' A Kab 1 
highly helpful during the Battle of Adwa 10 189. nterV1ew to u e 

M d' ~ A' G NeoUsSa Kaoae Shambo j Sept. & Oct. 197Q. 
u tla, r]o , raz. r. ' 

Pack animals (horses and mules) of the oeftep,n~a were given to the 
peasants to be looked after and fed well. It lS reported the fa7ness 
of each of the animals was measured by a rope hefore they ¥ere glven 
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to the peasant~. The peasants ~ere supposed to fatten the animals 
Nevertheless, 1£ the animals became very fat th . 'bl £' e peasants were held 
re~ponls1 e or.over feedlnp. the animals and at the same time if the 
an1ma s grew th1ner the peasants were a~al'n held 'bl f 

d £ d
' !:J responsl e or 

un er ee lng them. Therefore it was da oerlUS f ~ , ,nco or tl:e peasants 
1n both cases. Such were some of the methods used by the neftegnna 
to squeeze t~e peasants. Interview: Ato Woldep,eorgis Bete, Arj o , 
hto Baissa Blrru, Shambo, Se t. ~ Oct. 1979 • 

Inte~view : Ato \-7. Geoeris Beke, Ato Kabule Mudda~ Arjo~ Ato Jaleta 
GUlt1, Shambo~ Sept. & Oct. 1979. 

14. Intervie~., : Kenna. Abdissa Mossa, Ato Gebresellassie Gutta , Neqemte, 
Sept. 1979. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18 . 

19. 

TesemaTa'a "Administration of LeqaNeqemte ...... , flP • 27 - 39 : c.f. 
Bahiru Zewde, Dejazmach Jote Tulu ••. ~ pp. 40-49. The central admini 
stration of Minilik had even ordered labour services to be sent from 
Leqa Neqemte in the construction of road from Addis Alem to Addis Aba a. 

The Land Proclamation of 1909/1910 did not affect Qellem and Asossa. 
It is said that Jote of Qe11em preferred the earlier land holding 
system and didn't implement the measurement of land which did not 
take place in the area unti 1936/37 E.C. On the other hand Asossa was 
incorporated into the Ethionian Empire only l89~ and it was settled 
predominantly by the Shanoi1la who did not practise extensive farmin • 
The government might have found it impractical to implement land redi~ 
strihution there. 

See Chapter II, pp. 23-7.4. 

See Chapter III, p. 49. 

See Chapter V~ pP. 85-86. 

20. '~eqet is a unit of measurement for Fold; silver and other similar 

precious metals. 

21. 
Feresula is a measurement unit for ivory, honey coffee and hides . 

Interview: Ques Jaleta Wasse, Bodji, Auyust 1
Q

79. 

Addis Hiwet
9 

Ethiopia: From Autocracy to Revolution (?ccassi~na~ 
P bl

' . N 1 Lon..:lon 1975) pn. 35··43 ' J. !.farkakls, Ethl.oPla 
u lcatlon, 0., IJ, ' ,~ " P 1975) 
f A 'f d

·' 1 P litv (Addis Ababa, oxford Unlvprslty reS S
9 ) o ra 1tlona 0 . • f ~ l'k II R~h;nn;A 

pp. 104-140: H.G. ~~rcuS, The Life and Tlmes 0 ene 1 · 

22. 

23. 

1844--1913 (oxford : Clarendon PresS~ 1975) 9 DO. 198-213. 

24. Interview: Ques naffa Ja~, Aira, Ato Gudeta Moroda, Digga Aug. and 

SEpt. 1979 • 
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25. 
~a a ~e~emte, Ques ~affa Jammo , Aira, Inter"ievT ~ Graz. -'eressa r. 11 )1 

Aup,. ~ ~e? t . 1979 • 

26. hs mentioned above Asossa and Qellem were not affected hy the nroclama ­
tion. See note lf of this Cha?ter . 

27. See Chapter V ~ Pp. 84-85 • 

.. 0 , l~ra t u~. 97q. 28. Inter"iew ~ Ques DaHa JaIIl1Il h ' A 1 

29. Interview ~ Ato Gebresellassie Gutta? Graz, Deress(I. Galla, Neqemte , 

Sept. 1979. 

30. Interview' : Graz . Deressa r.alla, Neqemte,Ato yitila Challa ~ ~edjos 
Ques Daffa Jammo, Aira , Aup-. ~ Sent. 1979 . 

31. ~isso is an Amharic word which literally tT\e~ns one-third. Informants 
re~ort that they were promised a £isso by the Rover~ent according to 
Land Proclamation of 1909/10 but ~lhen la.na was measured they ~-?ere given 
one'-fourth of their former qabiye. land and the r:overnment took away three-
fourth . They also tell us that they ~o1ere confused 1:;y the action of the 
government . The Sisso did not at all represent what it actuall'! meant ut 
rather remained a misnomer. Hence, the concents of Siso ) one- fourth or 
three-fourth in relation to the land Proclamation of 1

Q
o

o
/10 will have 

to await further investipation and a rnor8 difinitive iptcroretation • 

32. In Leqa Neqemte ~ Fit. Dinsa Shone ' s arM ' was used as a standard to 
measure the rope . Fe is said to have heen one of the tollest perons 
in the area . The rope ,.1(1.S 134 "arms" lon~ which' s aPflroxir:lately 67 
meters. Intervie~ : Graz. Deressa r.a1la ; Neaemte, July ) 1979. c.f . 
Mahtema Sellassie vTolde Mesqel, '~Land Seystel'1 in Ethionia • n.d. , 

(Amharic) 9 pp . 1- 3. 
33. Maderia was the land granted to government em~loyees in 1ei'u of salary 

for a term of office or for life . The ,",01dr~r trTas liable to taxation . 

34. Interview ~ Ques naffa Ja~, Aira, Au~ust lQ79 , 

35. The demarcations which ~'ere used to separate one qe1adl Basha fro~ the 
other were usually rivers, ~rooks l biF trees snrin~s hills mountains 
and stones . Interview Graz. Deressa Galla. Neqemte, July 1°79 . 

36. Intervie~. Oues Daffa Jammo , ~ira, t.to Ne~ari Ja~ , Ghi~bi, C az . 
Neguss

a 
Kana~ , Shambo, Aug-oct , lQ7Q, 'ost of the .r~as ~n the, An.er 

nidessa and Dabus valleys were considered as non-fertl1e lnc1ud1ng 
other forest lands ; but they were very rich in natural products and 

37. 

have become the best coffee areas in the later years. 

. Ch land' \o1as (I. misno::uer ,. ecause peo-p1e chose where they 
The concept of 
had their huts 
one should not 

osen . . h if it ",as non~'fertile . It is l.rn?ortant to note t at 
:~:T~YS equate , ' chosen land ' l.7ith rich (fertile) land . 
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38. Our informants relate that many people from Arjo, Horro-Gudru and 
Leqa Neqemte travelled all the way to Addis Ababa complaining that 
the land which was given to them was too small (shortage of land). 
But we are told that they benefited nothing except hatered and 
abuse from the local governors. Interview: Ato Gudeta Moroda 
Digga, Ato Gebresellassie Gutta, Neqemte, Sept. 1979. ' 

39. Interview: Ato Kitila Ghalla, Nedjo, Aug. 1979. 

40. Interview: Ato Emru Gebre, Neqemte, Sept. 1979. 

41. Interview: Ques Daffa Jammo, Aira. 1979. 

42. !lYe mar meret" literally it means "honey land. 11 People who lived on 
this category of land paid their tax in honey for the land produces 
honey in abondance (naturally). Interview: Ques Daffa Jammo Aira, 
Aug. 1979. 

43. Inter~iew: Ato Ernru Gebre, Neqemte, Ques Daffa Jammo, Aira, 1979. 
It is said that the peasants went over to the government officials 
and declared their inability to pay the annual tax, rather they 
preferred to give it up and remain landless just to avoid the 
pressure of paying tax from year to year. 

44. Tesema Ta'a, Op.cit., pp 24-39 . 
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Name -
Abdis sa Hossa (Kenna) 

Abebe G. l~edhin (Hemhi re) 

Alfaki Ahuhazim (Ato) 

Ali hlfaki (Ato) 

Al-KhaHfa Eamad (Ato) 

Al-.}lahdi Abcl.urahman (Ato) 

Ashek- Halis AhJT(Illed (Ato) 

BalsSs Birru (lItO) 

hissa Gonfa (Ato) 

Basazinp.v7 Aleme (Ato) 

Bull Anke (Po to) 

Dalla Tiki (Ato) 

Daffa Jaromo (1ues) 

Deressa Galla (Graz) 

Edossa Hakjira (Ato) 

Eroru Gebre (Ato) 

Etafa Biyana (Ato) 

Gebresellassie Gut8 (t to) 

G~leta Kote (Ate) 

Cuda l ,immu (Ato) 

Gudeta }tereda (Ate) 

P..ailemariam '~rga~7 (Ato) 

Jaleta Aba Nama (Ato) 

Jaleta Gulti (Ate) 

Jaleta Vase (Ques) 

Kaba Gobu (Ato) 

Kabule l\udda (Ate) 

Kejela Dink~ (Ato) 

Kit~la Challa (Ato) 

~!atnewos Chibsa (0.ues) 

l~egari Jamno (Ate) 

Neeus sa Kenaie (Graz.) 

Place 

Neqente 

Arjo 

Asossa 

J3atnt-asi 

GhitI11'-i 

Asossa 

Shambo 

Ario 

.iendi 

Lallo ;. ira 

tleqemte 

Ghlll\bi 

Neqemte 

Nedjo 

Di~r.a 

Bambasi 

Shambo 

Bodji 

Ado 
Nedjo 

1endi 

Ghimbi 

Shat!'lbo 

6f> 

5:\ 

55 

£-7 

73 

36 

115 
Sf) 

70 

75 

RB 
07 

65 

5 

62 

Sf. 

~0 

ff) 

83 

72 

37 

73 

qO 

t2 
(n 

80 

Sf. 

61 

5~ 

78 

94 
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ate of Intervie"7 

Sept , S, 197q 

20/9/79 
Au~ust 13/79 

s/p-/7° 
Aurust n/79 

()ct. 1./197 0 

Oct . 4/79 
Se1t. s/7Q 

"up.us t 15/79 

21/9/79 

2'l-'l3/8/79 

77/7/ 79 & 29/7/70 

26/ 0 /79 

~ept. 2.-3, 1974 

ueust 29/7 0 • 

2f./7/ 7Q 

f.,uy,ust ~/19 

21/9/79 
Aup,ust 13/79 

Oct. 4/79 

Oct. 3/7Q 

AuyuS t 70/79 

19/9/79 

Aurust 1t: H7" 

~ur.u" t 1 f) /19 

Aurust 15/10 

4/8/19 

Oct. 4/79 
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Place Age ~ of Intervie' 

-Name ---
Tal a Ne!!ari (Ato) 

Neoemte 73 ? /7/7 0 

T/ltnrU Guta 
(Graz . ) 

Digga 7P. Sellt . 4/7Q 

l101de8eor~i s Beke (Ato) Arjo 63 1 /9/79 

I'olteji De~ap,o 
(Graz . ) Podji 9~ '),/~/7q 

Yigezu ';>1. Rana (!>~,emhr e ) Arjo fl4 7/'/9/7 
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