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ABSTRACT

The thesis is a contrastive study of the auxiliary in Amhariec
and Lnglish, using TG model.

In the study, the surface and deep structures of the auxiliary
in Amharic angd English have been described and analysed separately,
Then, the surface structure contrast and the deep to surface structure
contrast of the two languages have been investigated,

On the basis of this contrastive analysis it has been found
that the constituents of the auxiliary in English (i.e., Tense,

Modal and Aspect) are systematically different from the constituents
of the auxiliary in Amharic (i,e,, Aspect, Modal and Tense) even

in this order. Based on the result of this comparison, hypothetical
predictions of errors have been made which may be committed by
Amharic speakers in learning the auxiliary in English,

Finally, pattern practice based on the generative and transform-
tional rules discussed in the study has been recommended as a

nethod of overcoming the predicted errors,
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CHAFTER 1

INTRODUCTION

L.1 The Broblem and Definitions of Term Used,

This thesis deals with the problem of learning the English auxiligry
as encountered by students in Secondary schools in Ethiopia. The writer
has been observing this problem for some years. This may have been
recognised by others, but the writer of this study has not come across
any research made on it,

Twaddell in hig analysis of the auxiliary in English has touched
upon the difficulty in learning the auxiliary., He has written about
the importance and the high frequency of this category of grammar.l
He has recognised the Erammar of the auxiliaries as a major learning
problem.2

In Ethiopia, the Problem of sccondary school students in learning
English is similar to what Twaddell has said, 30, the following
incorrect sentences made by these students ay show the extent of this
problem,

ae I go to school yesterday,

b. My mother cooking food now,

¢. We had been eaten oranges,

de We have study Lnglish,

€e I am open the door,

f. I was eaten my lunch,

e He was sent the letter,

h., The boy was came yesterday,

i, I am not Played football yesterday,

The causes of the above errors in learning English may be many,
According to Johansson an error Can be explained by interlingual
interference only i.e.y, by the differences between the native and

the foreign language, Often an error could be described as being due

Sometimes, there is no clear-cut boarderline between interlingual zna

intralingual interference.3

e
Yol Twaddell, The English Verb ﬂuxiliaries.(Providence, Rhode

Island: Brown University Fress, 1965, pP.1
“Ibid. P.25
Stig Johansson, YThe Uses of Hrror Analysis gnd Contrastive

Analysis.” (Part I) Lengusge Learning, 29(1975) :251
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In his article on the same topic in the same journal, Johunsson
says Ca (Contrastive Analysis) should be used to explain difficulties
which have already been observed rather than to vredict such difficuties,

Beyond and above the importance of CA in ¢xplaining learner's
difficuties, he points out the advantage of confronting two languages,
from the point of view of translation theory, language typology and the
study of language universals. It can also be an excellent way of
highlighting the structure of the languages compared. This means that
CA could be an aid in formulating accurate descriptions of individuai
languages,

To the writer's knowledge, CA of the bresent topic has not been

done by any other person yet,
1.2 Problem

1.2.1 Statement of the Problem. It was the purpose of the study,

1l.2.1.1 To describe and analyse the auxiliary in Amharic and
Znglish;

1.2.1.2 To make s contrastive analysis of the auxiliary in
Amharic and knglish;

1.2.1.3 To make a hypothetical prediction of errors based on the
contrast;

l.2.1.4 7o suggefta method of overcoming the predicted errors

in teaching the English auxiliary to Amharic speakers,

1.2.2 Importance of the Study., The communicative use of English by

students has been decreasing continuously in the goverment Secondary
schools in Zthiopia. Therec are & number of causes for this.. Ohe of
the resons may be that the tests and the examinations in secondary

schools are multiple choice tests of the Fthiopian School Leaving

Certificate Examination model (ECICE). fThis condition has made the students

develop their recognition skills at the ¢xpense of their productive
skills. The text books and the methog of teaching are oriented towards

the former goal,

Stig Johansson, "The Uses of Error Analysis and Contrastive

Analysis." (Part 17) PP,331-334
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80, in the present study, the structural differences of the
auxiliary in Amharic and English may be clearly seen, These dissimilarities
may help to predict the likely areas of interference when hmharic speakers
learn English as a fereign language., Writers of English teaching
matericl, as well as teachers of English having identified these areas
of interference, will be in a better position to brepare relevant lessons,
The solution of this nation-wide problem needs a lot of research,
and there is on adeguate material -on the problems of teaching English
to dmharic speakers yet., It is hoped thht the present study of Amharic
and English auxiliaries may help in teaching the English auxiliary

to imharic speakers,

1e3 Review of Literature,

Much has been written about CA and its use in foreign language
teaching. 8o in light of the objective of ths#a thesis, the growth,
the development and the use of CA will be disdussed briefly,

Literature On Contrastive Analysis

Dykstra in an article gives the dictionary definition of "Contrast"
as difference in qualities as shown by comparison.5

In a beok on contrastive analysis, Lotz in his ”Introducfory
Remarkg¥  akso writes about contrastive analysis: '"Contrastive analysis
the close serutinizing comparison of two related items is, of course,
old in the study of 1angaa?e,ﬂ6

What Ruth Hok has written is close to Lotz statement. She says
presenting items in contrast hes been recognised as an effedtive
teaching procedure at least since the time of dristotle. Hok also
—

5Gera1d Dykstra, "Perspective On the Teacher's Use of Contrast™
Languspge Learning.6(1956):1

John Lotz, "Introductory Remarks¥ in Report of the Nineteenth

Annual Round Table Meeting On Linguistics and Language Studies., by
James E, ulatis (Washington D.C: Georgtown University Press, 1968.) p,1
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writes that those who do not yet arply CA in teaching can facilitate their
work if they do so. According to Hok, contrastive analysis answers
Two important questions of teaching: these are; what items shall

I teach? and how shall I teach them?7
Afolyan in his article on contrastive lingustics also gives three

distinct uses of the contrast in teaching. The first is its being
an efficient guide in determining syllabus content., The second is itsg
usefulness in effective grading and staging of syllabus material
selected., That is, in applying the well-trieg educational principles
from the known to the unknown, the easy to the difficult or simple to
complex. The third one is that it can provide help in the bpresentation
of materials in class,8

However, the advent of Chomsky's revolutionary lingusstic theory
has turned the attention of linguists to both the surface and the
deep structure of language in their contrast,

50, Di Pietro in his contribution to the 19thAnnual Round Table
Meeting (1968) defines contrastive analysis in the following ways
"CA can then le defined as the prccesépf showing how each language
interprets universally shared features as unique surface forms.,"'9

Besides, Stockwell in his contribution to the same Mecting writes
that the underlying structures of languages share an enormous amount
of similarity, and the cifferences of surface structure result from
different transformational rulesolo

At present it aPpears that contrastive analysis is not only confined
to the analysis of surface difference of languages:; but also to
discover universal features of languages and to achieve rood results
in teaching both surface and deep contrasts of languages arec Proposed
by linguists,

—
7Ruth Hok. ‘“Contrast: An Effective Teaching Device, ' Langugge

Teaching.l?(l963):118~122

A.Afolayan. "Contrative Linguistics and the Teaching of
English as a Second Oor Foreign Language, i Language Teaching.25(l970):228~29

9Di Pietro, "Contrastive Analysis and the Notion of Deep and
Surface Grammar. i p-68

0 . ;
Robert F.Stockwell, “Contrastive dnalysis and Lapsed Time," »_ 22
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l.4 The Transcriptions in Text,

In the contrastive study of the Amharic and ¥nglish auxiliaries,
it has been necessary to transcribe the words,phrases or sentences
of Amharic while comparing the two languages., For this study, the

following symbols are used, based on the transcriptions ip Bender

and Hailu's Amhariec Verdb Norpology.ll
P: vl bilabial stop j: vl palatal affricate
b: vd bilabial stop £: vl palatal fricative
¥: vl bilabial glottalized Z: vq palatal fricative
m: vd bila bial nasa]l ¢* vl palatal glottalized
f: vl labiodental fricativep: vd palatal nasal
t: vl alveolar stop y: vd palatal semi v
d: vd alveolar stop k: vl velar stop
8: vl alveolar fricative g: vd velar stop
z: vd alveolar fricative h: vl glottal fricative
w: vd bilabial semi v ?: vl glottal stop
tf vl alveolar glottalized k't v3 velar glottalized
§: vl alveolar glottalized k% 3 velar glottalized labialization
n: vd alveolar nasal 2¥ vd velar stop labialization
1: vl alveolar lateral B vl glottgl fricative labialization
r: vl alveolar semi v K v1 velar glottalized labialization
¢: vl palatal affricate ,
Vowels
—_—nt0
i: front Spread closed a: front spread open
e: front spread half-closedu: bgck round closed
t: central spread closed 0: back round half-closed

@: central spread half-open

15 Theoreticgl Framework,
Villiam G, Houlton in an article to the 19thAnnual Round Table

Meeting gives two raasons for using a model in contrastive study,
His first reason is that one needs a scheme for human langugge
that will account for what one can observe directly and infer
indirectly. The second is that it ig practicglly necessary to

device a framework which one can apply while contrasting two languages,

-._—'“—- ’
llM. Lionel Bender and Hailuy Fulass. Amharic Yerb Morphology.,

(East Lansing, Michigan: ohe African Study Center Michign State Unixersity,

1978) p,14
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According to Moulton, itiﬁith such a framework nt one's dispesal that
can one put the two languages side by side, note the contrasts, and
then hope to understand the interference they will produce in the
Iearner.12

In this study, the T.g model has hoen used, Hence, the curgace
structures of the auxiliary in Amharie and English have been contrasted,

An attémpt has alse been made to contrast the transformational rules

structure as they have used it in their book English Transformationa]

Grammar, The usefulness of the feature analysis is stated in the words

of Jacobs and Rosenbaum ag follow&: ¥Thege features may influence in

important Ways the choice of words and arrangemens of words in surface

ul3

structured
So, in this study their methoq of analysis has been adopted.

Théir method of analysis is essential in the description and analysis

of the auxiliary in Amharic and English because it clearly shows

the individual features of element of the auxiliaries in the deep structure.

This helps to identify the element easily,

————— e,

12Mou1ton. "The Use of Models in Contrastive Linguisties," p,28
23

Ae. Jacobs and Peters S, Roenvgum, Snglish Transformational
Grammar,. (New Delhj: Wiley Eastern Limited, 1968,) p.62

b
i
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CHAPTER 2

The Auxiliary in Amharic

The auxiliary in Amharic Shows past, present or future action
and time and it also indicates probability or uncertainity of an
2ction which ig going to take place, which would have taken place
Or which has taken place,

The past, present or future action is identifiedq by an aspect;
the past, present or future time by a tenss-marker and the probability
Or uncertoinity of ap action (which is going to take place, which
would have taken place or which has taken place) is shown by a modal,

B.g a, tinant ﬂﬁﬁﬁi (perf, past) 'He came yesterday,!

o1 tyewggﬁﬁé (perf, nonpast) 'Looki He is coming,. !

Ce m)ftogll (complex s, tense~marker) 'He has come, '

d, méftonabbgra (complex s, tense-marker) 'He had come, !

€e y;maﬁhllggaall(complex 8y modal nonpast) 'He may come.'
Therefore, the constituents of the auxiliaries are aspect, nodal

and tense,

2ul Aspect, Aspect determines the morphological shape of a verb root
whose consonant radicals give the basic lexical meaning of the verb
root and the vowel morphemes (aspect morphemes which associgte with
the radicals) indicate the various meanings of a verb e.g whether
it ds past, present or future action,
¥eg a h-d- (verb root) -e- (aspect morphemes)
hed; 'He went!
be h-d- (verb root) -e-o (aspect morphemes)
hgdgl 'He has gonei! ‘
Ce =h-d (verb root) -e- (aspect morpheme )
Yshed? 'will pe go?!

Taddese in his Tense in Amharic has clearly indicated the constit-

uents of an aspect ag follows: ’ 714
Aspect —eo Perfectiv?-
iImperfectlv
——
14

Taddese Bayene, Tense in Amharic, n,d Unpublished, Pe20.
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However, Hailu gives the parts of an aspect as;

fPerfect 315

1
. £
Aspect «mmwo Imperfect

Inten,

e P —

i Immin, J
thAHailu calls 'perfect’ ang "imperfect aspect refers to the
same daté &s the "perfectiver and "imperfectivef aspect of Taddese.
Moreover, that which is includeq as "intentional' aspect is an imperfective
aspect. which begins with prefix 13-, This may be included under the

the., ;
imperfective aspect. But in the writer's analysis "imminent" Will be
excluded, because the verb forms which Hailu considers as Yimminent '

aspect are infinitives Oor verbal nouns which begin with the prefix
Mé~. Here these verbal nouns will not bhe considered like other forms

of verb roots which are grouped under the rerfective and imperfective

Bog a. limyta naw (impers, nonpast) 'He will come !
b. iiﬁ2§§)n;bbgr¢(imperf, past) 'He wgs zoing to come/t
Co momtaty naw (infin, nonpast) 'He is to cope!
d. mamtaty nsbbars (infin, past) 'He was to come!
So for this study the "aspecti will pe taken as consisting of the

'perfective and “imperfective' aspect only,

2el.1 Perfective Aspect.Perfective aspect expresses present
or past action,

Lig a. twat heds (perf) 'He went in the morning, !
b. ty2w heds (perf) 'Look! He is going.'

Hailu states that the perfect aspect indicate a completed
action°l6 This description does not fit the example given in b
above: The perfective aspect in b expresses a present action which
is going on, (i.e.,an incompleted action)

lsHailu Fulass. The Auxiliary in Amharicy n.q4 Unpublished P,6

16Ibid. P.3
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Besides, Leslay writes that the perfect aspect most of the time
CXpresses past tense., He adds that the term 'past? has been aveided
in his book because the rerfect Occasionally CxXpresses tenses other than
past.l7This description docs not elaborate which tenses in particular
arc identifieq by perfect aspect,

2el,2 Imperfective Aspect, An imperfective aspect indicates

Present or future action,
i i 4 " o
E,g a, y.matall(lmperf) "He Comes, he will come or he ig coming,!

be limata ngw (imperf) "He will come or he is £0oing to come,g!

2e2 Modal, In Amharic 'mogayn is an optional constituent of the auxiliary,
It shows probability op uncertainity of ap action which ig going to
take place, which would have taken prlace, or which has taken place,

Leg a, saymata aykarim  'He may cone, !

bs yihed Jem3slgppall 7 think, he mnay po,!

-
Ce yuﬁeta noroall '"He would have coneg !
de matto noroall "I don't know that he has comeg'

€. ytmaga yihonall op
Yimath ;hoq yehonall r1pe may come,!
fo matto Yinor yihonall 'Having come, he may be present,

-

However, according to Hailu, the modals in Amharic are only
Yy thon and Boro. He says;

The modals that are a part of the Amharic
auxiliary are ython and noro, fhe modal y.hon
(derivea from hong 'he became') has the shape
of the imperfect, The modal noro (derived from
the verb nory 'he lived') has the shape of the
Berundive brerfective, —m= botp y<hon and noro

ére fixed, le€ey they can not be declined at all.18

‘ﬁ_—.—n_—
l?Wolf Leslau. Amharic Textbook, (Wiesbaden: Ctto Harrassowitz*
1967) P64,

Hailu, The Auxiliary in Amharic, P,4,
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However, the modal in ‘mharic may not be linited to only ¥« hon
and noro, There may even be more than those Biven in the examples
above,

Hzilm also Gives restrictions for the use of the modal in Amharic,
He stotes that the modal is up optional constituent of the auxiliary; the
mcdal does not occur with the simple perfect and the tense—mapker,
for the modal is always allq}ol9

The tense-marker for the modal need not always be all»,

Bagy 2 soymeta aykhr m & 'He may come, !

381w n bbrey'He thought he would come, '

be v mata m

Ce saymata gyk}riﬂ nabLarg *He would hove come,!

ta
O
-

the modal in imharie may be rewritten as;

ayksrym )

;ygm;slﬁw

Modal ——a_a
odal Y LY ¢hon)

[ 3 yahom y §
{ ynoro ;(J¢ ’j
2.3 Tense,In dmharic, tense indicates the time of the acticon of a verb.
= AL :
whether it is past op nongast,
Here, the descripticn and analysis of the tense does not differ

de .20 ; . y
much from Taddese!'s Tense in Amharicy in his analysis, the copulative
y 9 iy

¥Yerbs (niw and all’) are used with the same name, with perfective
and imperfective aspect, to make complew sentences and they also show
the tense of these sentences,

The copulative verbs have the same morpholopiical shapes when they
are used as cocpula and as tense-markers. Dut they do not have the Same

sense when they are used as copula and tense-markers in predicative
sentences on the one hand and asg tense-markers in complex sentences
on the other,

Fei; a. alimu timari niw (copula, nonpast) 'slemu is o student !

bo al’mu ganzsb allsw (copula, nenpast) 'Alemu has moncy., !

——
lgIbid. Pe5
5

20 ) ; .
““raddese, Tense in amharic, PP,1-26
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ce al2mu linmata naw (Complex s, nonpast) 'Alemu will comec,!
de aldmu mattoall Ecomplex Sy nonpast) 'Alemu has come, !

Here, to simplify the analysis of tense the copula in a predicative
sentence will be referred to as both a “copulative verb' and as a "tense-
marker'', but with a complex sentence, only as a "tense-markeri,

The copulative verbs may show the state of being or having certain
characteristics, This is indicated by the copula ngw. Or they nay
indicate possession of something by the copula allg,

Eeg a. abbabe astamari ngw (copula, nonpast) '.bebe is a teacher,!
bs abbeba astemari nabbgr (copula, past) 'Abebe was a teacher,?
Ce abbebe madhaf aliaw Ecopula, nonpast) 'Abebe has a book, !

B

de abbobd mechaf nebbgrgw (copula, past) 'Abebe had o book, !
Both &lle and ngw may also express the presence of a thing, E.g

¢55u  bet all® or +ssu bet New means, 'He is in the house,!

PeB el Nonpast. The tense~markers for nonpast arc alle and new.
Both alld and néw are used with the perfective and imperfective aspect
to form complex sentences,

Yeg le yibalall (Complex, imperf, nonpast) 'He eats, he will eat
or he is eating,!

The different meanings of the above example may explicitly be
indicated by temporal adverbs,

2. hullgize yebalall (simple present, habitual action)
'He always eats,!'
be nabg yib@lall (simple future) 'He will eat tomorrow,!
Ce ahun yebalall (present continuous) 'He is eating,!
2q bdltog;;TTgomplex, perf, nonpast) 'He has ecaten,!
3¢ libdla ngw (complex, imperf, nonpast) 'He willeat or
he is going to eat,!

2e342 Past. The tense-marker which shows past is nabbar 3.

However, the perfective aspect which is used with simple sentences has
no visible tense-marker on the surface structure, It shows rast time
unless one uses scme other temporal adverb to show some other time,
Eef ae 155U metta (dimple, perf, past) 'He came,!
b. yssu rot’y (simple, perf, past) 'He ran,!

Ce t5su_hedd (simple, perf, past) 'He went, !

“nabbar‘," the past tense-marker is also used with the perfective
and imperfective aspect to form complex sentences which are past,
Leg ae y;rot: ngbbgrg (complex, imperf, past) 'He was running,!
be lirot’ nabbare (complex, imperf, past) 'He was to run,!
Ce roto nabbir ¢ (Complox, perf, past) 'He had run,!'
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To summarize, in Amharic a tense ig either nonp
In g bredicative Or comple

ast or bast.
D.w and all: ang their pa

X sentence the Nonpast tep

Se-markerg are
st tense

~marker is‘nzbbﬁra Howevwrﬁ_
the berfective &spect which is useq Wwith 5 Simple Sentence is g
bPast tense, So,
Tense~~-% ENonpast{
!Pust N
Nonpast-~&}alldg
inaw |}
Pagtcwn g Nubbar;
2.4 The pg rules of the Amharic Auxiliaries.
The breceding brief description and analysis of the Auxiliary
in Atharic may be Summed yp by the fqo

l. Aux—eo_y ASpect+ (Moda1).
& Aspect--—-ﬁj Perfective L
iImperfective‘
U ayklar, m

{

3. Modalemw., G Ympslay

1
L
r ¥ i
.ly‘ho%Qy;hon4

i ,inoro i
j 3
4, Tensemee.__ N ? Nonpastﬁ
: Past :
2e Nonpatea.___ i;dllug
naw #
6o Faste—m___ » Naobbary
Cenditions: l. In generating , Sentence
_-—_._—'-%-._-
aspect

and g tense

an
s only the tiol

are allowed,
a.{Perf ! N ?'G+inton *
zImperfj { alls ;
! nabbory |
b,

1 Impers , - now {

! Nabbire |
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2s In generating g Sentence which nas all of the constituents

cf the auxiliary i.e., an aspect, gdmodal ang a. tense only the

following combinationg are allowed,

a. sa-+Imperf+aykwr¢m+§ o} {
in3bbary,
b.{Perf i [ alls i

llmperfg tYimeslow +'Lnabbﬂrﬁ_}

c.fPerf ] §y¢honz tiyihonj+ a11a
1Imperf + horo |

d. Perf + yihon + nazbbsra
Eog 1. a. mptto! 'He hzs comel
b. yimath? 'Shall he come?!
Co mittonll 'Hehas come, !
do yemythy nabbira 1He Yas coming, !
€. limsta nay 'T will come, !
fo limata n3bbsra 'He yag going to come'!

2o a.saymath aylsrom 6 1ye may come, '

b. Saymath aykioran nibbary 'He might hagve come, i

Co yimata Fil3slawall  1je thinks he will come,!

de yemgta JemIslew nybbirs 1ge thought he woulg come, '

€. yimatsa Yihonall 'He may come, '

To yemsta noroaty "He might have come, !

8o mstto y,hon Ythonall 'Probably, he has come, !

h. mat'to nore ¥ihonall "Having come, he may be Present, !
1. matto y,.hop n3bbary 'They might have cope, !

Je mattew ¥ihen n3bbary 'They might have come, '

Now the writer will attempt to show the deep structures or the
Auxiliary in dmharic gng how they are realized frop deep to surface

structure, using the following EXamples,
E.g a. yrmatall
bomatta

Ce issu tamari naw
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N;/V;\\Aux

|

Qe y1mat%ll

Tense
\ Pron
Human " ~Past
IIT IIT
Sing  Sing
NP VP Tux
v Aspect Tehse
Pron
Human | " Imperf ~Fagt =
IIx - IIT ITx
Sing | | Sing Sing
Masc | V(root) Masc . Mgsc |

It may be realized intg Surface structuyre by applying the
foIlowing rules:
2« By identicaz noun phrage deletion rule; thig deletes the
Pronoun subject of the embedded Sentence:
(SSU + 488U + meten1y alld

188U + Metagl] 4 allg
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issu + maﬁﬁall + alle
By deleting the tense of the embedded sentence whicp is

similar toq the tense of the matrix Sentence:

C

LS5U + pgth + all#®
ds By affix-hopping which attaches the tense- Marker to the
imperfeoct aspect ang brefixes the ¢orrect persong] affix to the Verbs:
Lssu + y;mathll
€s By deleting the Subject of the matrix sentence aftep the
Verb has got its Personal gffiy which indicateg the subjects

yimathly
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s
o=
NB e AUx

b. mat'th

/ | //
v ispect Lénse
Prg I
Human] [ Perr ? [ Past 1
IIr | } IIT [ 111
{ Sing ] Sing 4 Sing
Masc | ¥(root) [Masc i tMase A

It is realizeq into Surface structure as followg:
a. by CPpying the correct perr aspect intg the verp root:
'S5U + pmet-

iSsu + mifﬂa

b. By affix—hopping which attaches the tense«marker to the rerf aspect,

Here, the tense—marker of this simple Scntence 4g past which ig not visipi

IS8U + mat'ty -

C. By deleting the subject after the berf aspect has got its Correct

Personal suffix:
L
metta

Ca 1ISsU tomari Naow
el

S

NP VP“\\\\\H\\\\" AUX

/ PLed Coﬁala ense
-~ Pro ¥ - N - !
IHuman 4 f Conm rbelngl " -Past
f ITT l Human I'111 j

Sing IIT { Sing
! Masclj L élng lMasc ; . Masec

asc -

Correct tense-marker to the copula, Here, thne tense

Sing

-marker becomes

bart of the copula, Then, the Copula wil] pe the tense-marker as well

s the verp of the Sentence, After that, by re

Placing the idiosyne

ratie
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Z2e5 Sentences in Amharic, The main aim of thig Sub=sectioy is to
describe the position ang the function of the Amharic Auxiliarieg

in the affirmative as well as in the different transformations of
sentencee.

Here, the normal ordep of the Amharic Sentenceg will be Considereq,

Eodql Affirmative Sentences, In thig discussion the interest is
in the affirmative Sentences which haye Separate subject, object op
attribute, verb and Auxiliary,

Cotterel; in hisg article entitleqg "The Amharic Primary Neturay
Sentence,” quotes the Tresearch made on Anmharic lnnguage by Russel Gy
Davis, ppe qQuotation reads, "pp, Verd in the 1ast bPosition ig firmly
fixed in written Amharic, op our total of 1,697 Sentences ye foung
only 20 OCCurrences of & Verb that was not in the last position.”21
From the observation of the writer of thig study in Amharic Speaking
Communitijeg this can be confirmeqd for in spaoken Amharic as well,

In the final Section of his article Cottereq writes aboyt the
order of the affirmative Sentence gg the subject coming at the
beginning of g Sentence, followeq by a direct object, thep the
indirect object ang finally the verb comeg at the end.ae

What Dawking has Wwritten about the order of the Amharic Sentenceg
is not different from th,t of Cotterell. When subject, object op
attribute are independent of the verp form, thpe normal, but not
invariable, order ig, Subject, Object op attribute ang verb.23

This short eXplanation indicatesg the commop order of the Amharic
Sentenceg, So, in 4 sentence, the pPosition of the auxiliarjeg is

with the Verb root at the end of 5 Sentence, An affirmative Sentence

S TE==»NP o+ yp . Aux
EIF.P. Cotterell. T He Amharic Primary Neutrqa Sentence.”
Journal of Ethiopian Studies, b, No.2(1966) P. 20,
“Ibid, p,s0.
230.H, Dawkins, Eéngundamental of Amharic, (Addis Bbaba:
Suden Interiop Mission, 1960.):37—40. o
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E.g a. bakk'sls njsra Yaibalall 'Bekele eats injera, Bekele will

NP VP AUX eat injera or Bekele is eating
injera,’

bo lijju kwass 1icawst nyw '"The Will play football o

NP ve AUX the boy is going to play football, s

C. abbab, astyzmari nabbar;
NP VP AUX

"Abebe was a teacher,!

2.5.2 Questions, Under this sub-topie the discussion is limited
to the common order of questions in Amharic, Like the affirmative
sentences , Amharic Guestions have é‘common order which is used in
spoken and in written Amharic,

There are two types of questions: The first may be called
Yes/No questions and the second Wh-questions,

2.5.2.1 Yes/No questions. A. sentence ig transformed into a

Yes/No question by intonation or by adding Zhi or way at the end of

an affirmative sentence without changing the form and the order of

the sentence, The three ways of transforming sentences into a question
do not differ in meaning., They are interchangaable, Any one of the
three may be used A8 an alternative of the other two.

L.g a. tssu hedu+ inton?

e85U hedj+n: 7 'Didrhe go?!

¢85u heda+ way? A
b, (ssu hedoall + inton?f
1Ssu ﬁ?oall + 0 ? L'Has he gone?!
¢ssu hedoall + way?
C. 4SSsUu hedonabbaro + inton?
tSsu hedonsbbary + n, % # 'Had he gone?
ts5u hedeonsbbary + woy?
However, nowadays, in spoken as well as in written Arharic Wiy
is more commonly used to agk a question than the other two., At
present, -n: is rarely used except in formal speech and in written
Amharic, Asking question by intonation is usually heard in spoken
Amharic,
The common order of an Amharic affirmative sentence is NP ¢ VP 4 AUX,
To transform this into a question one of the thrce ways of changing

an affirmative sentence into A question is attached to the end of the
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E.g a. boKk'sls injara y.balall 'Bekele eats injera, BeRele will

NP VP AUX eat injera or Bekele is eating
injera.,’
SV
b. lijju kwass li.cawst npw 'The,,will play football or

NP P AUX the boy is going to play football.’

C. abbab, astymari njbbars
NP VP AUX

'Abebe was a teacher,!'

2.5.2 Questions. Under this sub-topie the discussion is limited
to the common order of questions in Amharic. Like the affirmative
sentences , Amharic questions have é‘common order which is used in
spoken and in written Amharic,

There are two types of questions; The first may be called
Yes/No questions and the second Wh-questions.

2e5.2.1 Yes/No questions. A- sentence id transformed into a

Yes/No question by intonation or by adding oni or way at the end of

an affirmative sentence without changing the form and the order of

the sentence. The three ways of transforming sentences into a question
do not differ in meaning. They are interchangaable. Any one of the
three may be used as an alternative of the other two.

) a G g ?

T T eI pi e gor
«8su heda+ ;ay? A

b. (ssu hedoall + inton?f
iS5U ﬁ?oall + n, ? L'Has he gone?!
¢55u hedoall + wauy? j

C. ssu hedonpbbary + inton? »

tssu hedonasbbars + n.? + 'Had he gone?
i

i

155U hedenabbary + Woy?

However, nowadays, in spoken as well as in written Anharic Wy
is more commonly used to ask 2 question than the other two., At
present, -n. is rarely used except in formal speech and in written
Amharic, Asking question by intonatiocn is usually heard in spoken
Amharic,

The common order of an Amharic affirmative sentence is NP & VP + AUN,
To transform this into a question one of the thrce ways of changing

an affirmative sentence into 2 question is attached to the end of the
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affirmative senbence order. So, transformational rules may be
rewrittem as;

Yes/Ne Question Transformation

8D: Q + NP=—=VDP-m=hux

‘}%tonf
s€:1 2 3 beww 223200 WSy

In the Structure Change & is replaced by cne of the three
question forming particles.
The examples given above in & and b may have the following

deep structures respectively,

a. The deep structura of the sentence in &.

- \\ -.‘h\“ H"“-‘u
NP VP ZUX
rd fispect “Tense
P !
//// r Prg K ]
pd l Human © Perf | i Past
t ¢ OTIIT 11T | [ III |
- : . N
" ( Sing! ] Sing | I Sing
Q | Masec : V(root) {_Masc ! | Masc

It may be realized into surface structure question as follows:
2., By copying the perf aspect into the verb root:
§Q + wsu + h-d-
Q.+ Ssu + hgdﬁ
b. By tense-affix that attaches a tense~marker to the perfective
aspect which is not visible on the surface structure:

Q # 'ssu + hed. + 0}
C. By substituting the questicn marker by either 1nton,-n;, or wWay

&t the end of the sentence to change the Eentgnc@ inte a surface
o
structure question:
£ :
issu + heds - l -Eyon}‘
= way
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b. The desp structureof the sentence in b

R

,/’/;; yP Rux
e j ' |
’ Tense
;‘Pron b l
Fs j %?an‘ ! ~Past i
I I ?
'f/// | Sing f { IIX
Q i Masc | s [ Sing
f/,/]\a\ i Masc |
/’ \\
NP VP AUX
i £
| aspect Tensc
' Human! :Perf { ~Past 7
/ 1T | i | III ) I III |
. Sing | ¥ i Sing! Sing |
¢ Masc V(root) ! Masci | Masc ki

The question may be realized into surface structure as follows:

3. By identical subject deletion rule which deletes the subject of
the cmbedded sentence:

¢ +.55u + 8SuU + h—d-all + alll

« #issu + Hsd-all + allz
b. By copying the perf aspect into the verb root to give the verb
the correcct shape:

@ + issu + hedoall + alle
¢c. By deleting the tense-marker of the embedded sentence which is
~identicalwkd the tense-marker of the matrix sentence:
. Q + (ss; + heds + ally

d. By tense-affix wﬁich attaches the correct tense-marker to the verb:

Q@ + ssu + hedeall

e, By substituting the question marker by either inton, -m or WLy

at the end of the sentance:

nton ;
i55U + hedoall + n? ;
J J

{,
3

i
w
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he says that a word or a phrase that is to be e%%asized should be
placed before a verbe. Dawkins goes on to say that an iInterrogative,
word or phrase, since the whole interest of the question lies on it,
is generally used before a verb,

So, here, the discussion about Wh-questions will be limited only
to question words which are placed before a verbs

In AmHaric, these interrogative words are either interrogative

pronouns or adverbs, The most important ones are:

Pronouns ﬁdverbs

man 'what! m3ce 'when!

mann ‘who! yat ‘'where'

yatu "which! yndet 'how!
lomsin 'why!

EeZ 2e 1SSU MmN wassgda#? 'What did he take?!
bhe mann tiyf@ligallgh? 'Whom are you looking for?
¢, mace t.metalladh? 'When will you come?'
de yot hedoh nagbbdra? ‘'Where had you gone?'
Based on the previous discussion about the common order of the
affirmative sentences and this short analysis of the Wh-question, its

transformation may be written as follows:

Wh-question Transformation
SDh: O + NP=VP=Wh Q-Aux
s¢: ¥ 2 3 L Semmey (2)=b=3-5
In the Wh-question transformation, the NB Which is represented
by 2 is optional. When the question is about the NP it is obligatorily

omitted, The question word is represented by i precedes the VP which
is shown by 3 and then the auxiliary is followed and that is indicated

here by De

#‘
2t rnid,
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Jacobs and Rosenbaum consider all question in English as
interrogative pronouns, They show the difference between the
interrogative pronouns and adverbs in the feature analysis of o
question word. So, Jacobs and Rosenbaum say, "WH-questions are
questions about noun phrases, The WHequestion words 'who', 'what!,
'when', 'where', and 'which! are interrogative pronouns.“25

Hence, in the analysis of Whequestion in AmHaric the writer of
this study has applied Jacobs and Rosenbaum's method of anglysis
because the writer thinks that in the analysis of Wh-question in
in Ambaric, it will not be wrong if both the interrogative pronouns
and adverbs are included under the interrogative pronouns as long as
their differences are clearly indicated in the features of the
individual question word,

The interrogative pronouns are replaced by pro-constituents in
the deep structure i.es, elements which are not specified,

The Amharic interrogative words may be replaced by the following

pro-constituents in the deep structure,

m+n by and nagar y#t by emd botn
mann " and saw vndet " and huneta
mece " and gize 1émyn " and mskniyat

The Whequestions in & and b may have the following deep structures,

Qe 58U mtn wdssada?

from the deep structure tssu and ndgdr wassode

NP ‘q;;;“‘h“‘““hhh‘ﬁﬁx
/// N{f\\\\ //::MN\\\§Ense
| |

- 2 Vv Aspe
i Pronq{ Pron r
Human { fmanimate | Berf Past
III jconcrete III III
Sing | land nagar Sing Sing
Q Masc Wh= ! V(root ¥Masc Masc

R e )
5Jacobs and Rosenbaum, English Transformational Grammar, P,1534
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It may be realized into surface structure Wh-question as follows:
2s By copying the pbroper perfect aspect into the verb root:

Q@ +i15su + and nadgar + wes-d-

€ +es5u + ang négAr + wassadsd
b. By tense-affix that attaches a tense-marker to the perf aspect
and it is not wvisible on the surface structure:

€ +is8u + and ngger + wassada+ @
Co By replacing the question marker by and ngger in front of the
sentence:

and nagar + .,ssu + wassadga i
de Finally, by inserting men  which is the surface structure eq@yalent
of and nagar between the subjett and the perf aspect in place of
and nagar

55U + min + wassada

i88U min wassade?

be mann tif3ly gallgh?
from the deep structure antg and SV tifaly gallah

Sing
Masc

T
?P v Aspect nse
bron
Pron ~j{Human
Humang } TIT Imperf -~Past
II Sing I | IT
Sing and saw Sing Sing
Mascd L Whe= 4 V(root)] Masc ) Mase.
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The surface structure of the Wh-question may be realiged in

the following ways:
a. By identicgl subject deletion rule which deletes the subject of
the embedded sentence:

§ + ants + anti+ and se¢w + f-l-g -all +ally

€ + ants + and saw + f-1-g-211l +all.
b. By copying the imperfective aspect into the verb root:

Q + antyd + and ssw + folig, all + alls
C. By identical tense-marker deletion rule, this deletes the tense-
marker of the cmedded sentence:

@ + ants + and s>w + fal.g + alls
d. By affix-hopping that attaches a personal pffix and a tensec-marker
to the perf aspect:

€ + ants + and s:w + t: Lxl.gallsh
e. By replacing the question marker by and ssw in front of the
sentence:

and saw + anta + tefligalls
f. By inserting mann which is the surface structure quivalent of
and s3w between the subjcct and the imperft aspect in place of and siw:

ante + mann + t.f51.g113
8. By subject deletion, here the subject of the sentence is deleted
after the verb has got its proper subject affixg

mann+ t £3vgall h

mann t.f+*1.galldh

2.5.3 Negatives. The following quotation from Isenberg's book

summarizes about the different forms of the negative inAmharic,

The negative participles a-, al-m and
d-m arc joined to the Finite verb. alem
is used throughout the Pretrite; and with the
first person singular of the Present Tenze., In
the other personal forms, the lvis ejected, and
a=m remains, The mere a- 1s uscd in the subjuncte
ive, and in a1l cases where the nggative verb
recelves any additicnal prefixes,

2 g o
Charles William Isenberg, Grammar of the amharic Language.,

(London: Richard Wattd, Crown Court, Temple Bar, 1842) P,152
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Isenberg also gives examples of the following types for his analysis,
Eeg a, Preterite al m@ffag
be Fresent Indicative gym&fhg
g&mafﬁg
Ce Subjunctive gymafh
de With additional prefixes which absorb the a-
bihed (pos)
bayhed (neg)
younatimalys (pos)
yermatimalas (neg)
Ce ald- is prefixed to Infinitives
algmawgk?
gigmatazzazz
Armbruster in the Initia Amharicaz?and Dawkins in The Fundamentalsg

of Amhari028 have analysed the negative in Amharic in the same manner
as Isenberg,

However, in Amharic therc are also two words which form their
negatives in g special way, These arc allg and nave, The negative of

allg is zgllam and that of ngw is aydsllan,

Eeg 24tssu ally

tssu zgllgm

be 1S5U npw
Ssu aydgallam
S0, the negative transformation in Amharic may be summed up by
the following symbols,
SD: Neg + NP-VP-Aux | aggi;igm
SC: 1 2 3 b ey 2d 3 01 (0)

{4

m
27C.HQ Armbruster, Initia Amharica, (London: Cambridge University

Press, 1908,) PP.115-119, _
28Dawkins. The Fundamentals of Amharic, PP,62-64,
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In the Structure Change the negative marker is replaced by
a negative forming morphemes or prefixes and suffixes or prefixes only,
Besides, in the above rules the prefix be is used before a negative
prefix when & word begins with by or the prefix Xiﬂ is used before
a negative prefix when a word begins with Jeu. Hence, a negative
form is selected from the above rules according to the form of a verb,
The two negative sentences in a and b may have the following

deep structures,

Oe iSSWA alheddccym

\\\\VP ' ux

s Aspect Tense
Pron - \
Human Perf Past
LEE } III ¥ III
Sing{ Sing | - 8ing .
Neg L Fem J V(root) Fem Fem

The negative sentence may be realized into surface structure:
ae By copying the perf aspect into the verb root:

Neg + (sswa + h-d-

Neg + isswa + hg¢§
b. By affix-hopping which gives the correct personal affix and tensce
marker to the perf aspect:

Neg + isswa + hedgce + &
Ce By negative affix which prefixes al- and suffixes m to the perf
aspect in place of the negative marker:

LSswa + éihedaccam



bs  wsswa at:hed:nm .h\\\\\HH%&

i [
‘ l TJnse
i
/////// Pron \ ,
7 Human | 1 “-Past
- IIT | \ ¢
ey i Sing | ' Sing
Neg [Fem I S Fem
A !
\\ e \‘__
NP Vp AUx
Aspect \\\\\Ténse
{ Pron -
} Human | Imperf | =Past-
booTIn II1 | 117 |
Sing j | Sing Sing
[Fem | V(root) | Fem | i Fem

The Transformational rules which realize the negative sentence
are:
8. The identical subject deletion rule which deletes the subject
of the embedded sentence:

Neg +(sswa + +S8Wa + h-d=-all + 2113

Neg + sswa + h-d-all + 4113
b, By copying the imperf aspect into the verb root:

Neg ;:Slgdall + alle
c. By deleting the tense-marker of the embedded Sentence which isg
identical with the tense-marker of the matrix sentence ¢

Neg + isswa + heda + a114
d. By affix—hopping which attadhes the correct personal ,ffix and
tense—marker to the imperf aspect:

Neg + (sswa + trhed,llace

€. By Neg-affix which prefixes &~ and suffixesr:ﬂ to the impersf aspect

"in place of the Neg-marker:
tsswa + ai.hedag

Sswa athedanm
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2.5.4 Tag Questions, The references that the writer has

consulted say nothing about tag questions in Amharic except Dawking's
The Fundamentals of Amharic. Even this book does not say directly that
there are tag questions in Amharic, The book only mentions the

existence of ancther negative construction quite distinct from the
regular negative sentences., This negative construction is used for asking
& question which expects an affirmative answer,

According to Dawkins, to construct these negatives the gerund

29

or the contingent is followed by an auxiliary verb in the negative,

considered as tag questions in Amharic because they are more or less
comparable to the tag questions in English than other Amharic
sentences,
E.g a. issu yutata yal1ame 'He will drink, won't he?
b. ,dsu fatto y9llom? '"He has drunk, hasn'the?
¢. tssu titto alnsbbirem? 'He had drunk, hadn't he?
The negative auxiliaries which are usually used after the gerund
or contingent in this type of cinstructions are yallsm and Elnebbarag,
Therefore, the sentence construction which is considered here

as tag question in Amharic may be rewritten as:

Tag Question Transformation
SD: Tag ¢ + NP-VP-AuX I yallim 3
. i
S€; : ! 2 8 4 ey o3 Vs Al-m$ !

In the transformational rules, the Tég Qemgrker is replaced by the
morpheme ysllim or the prefix and suffix al-m,
The deep structures of the fellowing two tag questions in amhsaric

may be represented as:

= 185U yitta yilisp?

—
*9big.



Tense

//// Pfoni ‘
////// Human | ~ -Past
y OTIT l IIT
Sing Sing l

. {
Tag & | Masc S  Masc !
AN |
YP AUX
v Aspect Ténse
| Pron ; 5
i 1 -Past
Wi { \ Imper# -
\ oo | | III '( III
. Slng \ : I.‘:‘:_}_T.l’lg i{lng ’
| Ma 3 V(root) , ase g SR 4

It may be realized into surface structure as follows:
2. By indentical subject deletion rule which deletes the subject of
the embedded sentence:

Tag Q@ + tssu + issu + t-t-5ll + alls

Tag @ + issu +t=t=-all + ally
b. By copying the imperfect aspect aspect into the verb root:

Tag Q@ + ssu + tatasll + ally
c. By deleting the tense-marker of the embedded sentence which is
similar to the tense-marker of the matrix sentence:

Tag @ + i1ssu # tata + alle
d. By affix-hopping which attaches the correct personal affix and
tense-marker to the imperf aspect:

Tag Q # Ssu + y:totall
e. The tag question marker triggers the transformation of the positive
Ecns¢—manker by its opposite negative tense-marker and thereby the
tag guestion marker is deleted:

issu + yetata » yallam

1ssu yirteta yellam?
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b. issu totto alngbboram ?

S
R
NP “vp TURUX
I/_ Fd fj ‘
i Tense
//
r Pron-
H man{ - Past
EII i IIT
Sing l Sing
Tag @ i Masc 5 Masc
- / lr i, :
NP xlrp TR x\
\ v Asﬁéct Teénse
i Pron_ \ ‘
¢ Human t ‘PerfT " Past
TIT \ TTY I1I
Sing l Sing{ Sing
Masc: V(root) | Masc |Masc J

The surface structure may be realized in the following waysa
a. By idéntical subject deletion rule which deletes the subject of the
embedded sentence:

Tag @ + 1ssu + ssu + t-t- nabbar + nabbiryd

Tag @ + is8su + t-t-nzbbar +nobbaora
b. By copying the perf aspect into the verb root:

Tag Q@ + issu + fzfg nabbdr + nasbbara
c. By deleting the tense-marker of the embedded sentence that is
identical with the tense-marker of the matrix sentence:

Tag & + «ssu + tota + nobblrs
d. By affix-hopping which attaches the corrcct personal affix and
tense~-marker the perf aspect:

Tag Q + ssu + totso+ nabbirs
2. The tag question marker triggers the prefixing of al« to the
tense-marker and the suffixing of -=m to it and then the tag question
marker is deleted:

ss8u + tateos alnzbbsram

1ssu tottalnabbsram?
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2.5.5 Passives. Tekle Mariam writes thet when an active sentence
is transformed into passive, the subject becomes an object cf the
preposition bi~ and the object becomes subject.BoBut he dces not say
anything about the forms a verb takes in the transformatiun of passives.

On the other hand, Dawkins says that the principal parts of the verb
which have no prefixes such as simple perfect, rerunc and agent
simply add the passive prefix t:- and its other parts are identical
with the basic form. And in those principal parts of the verb which
have prefixes, such wmerbs are contingent, jussive and infinitive the
passive prefix ts- is assimilated by the first radical, which thereby
becomes doubled or geminated,

When he goes on to write about the passive form of an imperative
Dawkins says that its passive prefix t - is not assimilated by the firs®
radical, which therefore, does not double., About the verbs whose radical
is a, Dawkins writes that the passive prefix and the first radical
unite to form ta. This ta is retained throughout the conjugation,
and it doubles as the first radical ir the imperfect forms of a
verb when it becomes passive,

In Amharic passive sentence, the object is almost aiways mentioned
as a separéte form of a verb, but the agent is rarely or not at all
mentioned,

Eeg o betu tidasrra (common) 'The house was built,'

betu bylijju tss>rra (rare) 'The housec was built by the boy!
be. zafu y:Kkoratall (common) 'Bhe tree will be cut or the tree
is being cute’
zafu bas w.yysw y.kkorastall (rare) 'The tree will be cut by
the man or the‘treQis being cut by the mani

The following are different forms of passive sentences in
Amharic,

Ee.g &. betu titsrrag (perf) 'The house was cleaned,'

by betu t2trgoall (perf) £#The house has been cleaned,!

3OTekle Mariam Fantaye, Hohotc Tebebe., (iddis Ababa: Central

Print%&g Fress, 1964 E.C.) P.53.
Dawkins. The Fundamentals of .mharic, PP,40-43,
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Ca betu y.ﬁﬁargall (imperf) 'The house is cleaned, the house will]
be cleaned or the house is being cleaned,!
d. betu maﬁﬁanagu new (infin) 'The house is to be cleaned,!
ee mistru tawwak’@ (perf) 'The secret was known, !
fo mistru ylziawwakéll (imperf) “The secret is known or the secret
will be known!!t
The following transformational rules may summarize the passive
transformation,
Passive Transformation,
SD: Pas + NPl— NPE_ V - Aux

gau IStradical a perf

8C: 1 . 3 4 5 mmeeup3-(ba+ 2 t I;r#] 4 5
| P Yimpers
o radical gemin}infin

In the Structure Change the rassive marker ig replaced by passive
forming prefixes or passive forming geminating morphemes,

In the above rules 2 represents the subject, 3 the object, ﬁ the
verb and 2 the auxiliary, When 2 sentence is transformed into passiwve
2 which is an object in the active sentence becomes subject and the
subject will be an object of ba which is 2y in the rule, it is in
bParentheses ieee, in Amharic it ig usually omitted in this kind of
construction,

In the big braces, there are three rows, 1In the first row ta=
is prefixed to a perfect verb whose first radical is 2e In the second
t3- is prefixed to either perfective or imperative verb and in the
third the first radical is geminated if the verb is either imperfective

or iﬁginitive. S0, in the rules the corrcct form has to be selected
according to the form of a verb,

Below, the passive sentences 2 and b have the following deep
structures.

ae betu E&f@rrﬂg

from the deep structure saw betun farrag
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J\“-« . / A\_\\
///’ NB Y Aspect Tense
e o
; ///// ' Comm ;) N©y E |
e ) Humanif Comm ! % ’
> % Indef ‘ ‘Animate . i ‘Perf l il Pastl
e \ III !iConcrete| {111 | {OIIT &
Pas : Slng%[olng i V(root) ‘Slng i ! 8ing |

It may be realizeqd intosdurface structure passive in the follow-
ing ways:
a. By copging the perf aspect into the verb root:

Pas + s3w + betun + t-r-g-

Pas + s3w + betun + ﬁ&rrag
b. By passivization, it changes the subject into an object of g
brepostion b3- and the object into a subject and adds the correct
brefix to the verb:

basaw + betu + ta- 4 tirrsg
¢o The agent delet@dn rules deletes the passive agent basyw:

betu + t3 - 4 tJrrug
d. By affix-hopping that attaches the affix gnd the tense-marker
to the verb:

betu + t3thrrig +g

betu taterryg

ba betu tetargoail

from the deepstructure saw betun targoall
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NP VP T Thux
' !
- ; Tense
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/// ; Commonf f
//// | Indef | ! ;
! Human | ! ~Past 7
i f’ ITI | IIT |
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NP VP ATX
: P i
/ sl ~ T
/ NP v Aspect Tense
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i | J N \
i Commy N “ X
| Indef] | Comm F !
fHuman ; j Animagte | | Perf } ]'iPésti
{1 { Concrete | . III | IIT¢
! Sing . ! Sing V(root)} Sing ! { Sing

L
The rules which realize the

2 By identical subject deletion

embedded sentence:

b, By deleting the tense-narker of the ecmbeddead

surface structure are:

rule which deletes the subject of the

i
sentenchhich is

|

identical with the tense-marker of the matrix sentence,

€. By corying the perfect aspect
d. By pessivization,
preposition b=

affix to the verb.

and the object into a

into the verd root,

1t changes the subject intc an object of a

subject and prefixes the corrett

€. By agent deleticn rule that deletes the passive agent ba-saw,

f. By affix-hopping, it attaches
td the verb,

the affix and the correct tense-marker



CHAPTER 3
The Auxiliary in English

In Lgglish, the auxiliary together with the noun phrase and
a verb phrase is one of the constituents of a sentence,

Langendeon defines the auxiliaries as any of those verbs,
including the auxiliaries, do, have and be, which precedes rather than
follow, the negative constituent and which occur at the beginng of
an interrogative sentence, or immediately following an interrogative
w0rd.32

In q%entence, the auxiliary in English has three constituents

in the following order:

Aux ----3 Tense + (Modal) + (Aspect)
Heg a. He came. He + past # come (Tense)
be He will come., He + nonpat+:+will + come (Tense & Modal)

C. He has come. He + nonpast + hawe <en + come (Tense & Aspectd

d. He will have come. He + nonpast + will «+ have -en + come
(Tense, Modal & Aspect)

In the above example, Tense is uscd in all cf the four sentences,

This shows that tense is compulsary in the construction of a sentence.,
in English. But "Mcedal" and "Aspect" are pptional constituents: both
may be present in a sentence cne of them may be present or all of them
may be absent as shown in the excmple,
Bel EEEEE. Tense shows the time of the action of a verb as
happening or existing,

In English, there are two tenses '"‘nonpast' and pasti,

Sel.l Nonpadt. A nonpast tense is identified by its iﬁflectional
enddngs,

ﬂnonpast verb which is used with the first, second or third
personrplural has Q a5 its inflectional ending. But, a nonpast verb
which is used with third person singular has three different
inflectional endings accoeding to the phonological properties of the

——— .
D. Terence Langendoen. The Study of Syntax: The Transformational
Generative Approach to American English, (New Yorks Holt, Rinehart ang

Winston, Inc.,1969) P.149
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preceding phoneme. These are, / -z/,/-iz/ and /-s/+« The infledtional
ending /-z/ is used after voiced non-sibilants, f~iz/occurs after
sibilants and /-s/ after voiceless non-sibilants. These three different
inflectional endings which are conditicned by different preceding

phoememes are realized as s and ~es inflectional endings on the surface

structure.
E.g &. They tell. /G/ us the story.
b. He tells /z/ us the story.
ce She teaches /-iz/ English.
d. The looks /s/ at the board.
v3ele2 Past. This is alsc identified by the inflectional change
of a verb,
In addition to @ inflectional change and an irregular modification
with & verb (both may be viewed as irregular), the past tense has
three inflectional changes that are determined by the preceding phonemes,
These are, /-id/ which occurs when the preceding morpheme ends in
either t or d, /-d/ occurs after any voiced phoneme other than d
and/t/ occurs after a voiceless phoneme with the exception of t,
The surface structures of hhe past inflectional endings are; irregular
and -ed.
E.g a. The boy cut_ /0/ the tree yesterday.
b. The boy broke (irregular’ the table.
¢c. The girl planted /-id/ the tree.
d. The farmer skinned /d/ the goat,
¢ The baby touched /t/ his father.

S50, tenss in English may be rewritten as:

TNonpast}
Tense--——eylpast ‘?
NOnpﬂSt———-+§_Zm-iZL_Sl

;irregular! '
Paste-e-m/ /

| _iac-de-t |

3.2 Modals. Menon identifies the modals by their functions in sentences.
He says that the modal auxiliaries help to express such conditions

as certainity, obligation, possibility and necessity.33

2
)BEQRQRE Menon. Standard English Grammar. (Calcutta: Oxford
University I'ress, 1979,) F.156
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Jarvis defines the modals as; '"The modal auxiliaries in English
are words used to signal the speaker's involvement in the states of

affairs expressed by the propositional element in the sentenceo”3

By the proposition of a sentence he means that whether a sentence
is a statement, question or denial., According to Jarvis, the modal
shows théﬂpeaker‘s attitudes over and above the proposition.

Stréng also limits her description and analysis of the modals to
nine items. ©She says that eight ofﬁhem can be arranged into four
pairs. The formal rclationships betwecn members of the pairs are
unique. That is, they do not show nonpast and past relations like
other verbs. They indicate those relaticnships only when they are
used in dependent clauses.35

Those nine modals that are analysed by Strang are the following:

a., Will shows mood of determination

b, §hall © mood of resolution
ce. May " permission and probability
d. Might " concééion
e. Can " potentialidy
f. Must " compulsiveness
g+ Would " condition
" h, Should "determination-condition
iy Could prtentiality—condition36

The "auxiliaries" need and dare which were part of the modal
auxiliaries are, nowadays, used as main verbs. They are rarely used
as auxiliaries. They may be excluded from the analysis of the modals;
however, the writer of this study see¢s no reason why Strang has not
included ocught to in the analysis of the modals. Ought to may be
used as an auxiliary in place of should to express obligation.

It also performs any function in a sentence as any of the nine modals

analyséd by Strang.

3L . % ;
R.A. Jarvis. UAPedagogical Grammar of the Modalauxiliaries."
language Tearhing. 26(1971):241
35 " . )
Barbara ¥.H. Strang. Fodern English Structure.(25 Hill Street,

London: Edward Arnold (Publishers) Ltd.,1978)
36Ibid
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So, the sensse of each modal given by Strang above and the

e it conveys in a particular situstion i.e., whether

additional sens
certainity, obligation,or necessity

shows probability, possibility,

may be used to indicate the underlying features of a modal.

iL,g 4. She may come.
b. He must write the letter.

¢. The man shculd go.

a. She may come.

LS
>/
d

ca—

Meodal l

i P | i

ré 4 {Perm., { |
NP Tense Prob. | v

b. He must write the letter.

Aux VP
\deal
]
oo |
|Comp
NP Tense {nece.!
¢. The should go0.
S
——
Aux p

Modal

// tdet. condaj
NP Tehse \Obligo Vv
lysis may help tec identify c¢ach mod

each modal is

- This kind of ans 2l in the

deep structure. Ais shown in the above diadrams;

represented in the deep structurc by its b
articular context.

asic meaning and by the

additional meaning it mgy have in a p
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1s which have been discussed may ©e rewritten as follows?t

\wills shallj; cans may
coulds might

W
-——;\?ould; shoulds
oubht to

The moda

Modal -
must s
everal

wpspect is gny one of the 8
which serve to indicste
is considered as

y the verb 1

2343 kspect. Strang defines aspect asi
- of forms in the oonjugﬂtlon of the verb

1action’ denoted P
aspect has two constituents; they are the perfoctive

rogrossive sspecte
g this as followss

and the P
aspecle Lang
e OY gcbion held OF took

%elo 1 Perfcotlve P
an indication that & stat
is expressed in gentences
1

e aspect is
jed point in timee. It

e followad b

nperfectiVv
speolf
¥y a past partlclple.

py the auxiliary verb have
This may be explﬂlned by the following examplesSe
the treesSe The boys+nonpast+have —en+cut+the
treeSe

Tog 2e The bO
be The nas eaten preade The boy+nonpast+have -en+eat+bread
See They+past+have —en+build+the house
es this ass

n also defin

Ce
FeBel Progressive aspect.
ﬂloatlon that an action 1

o auxiliary

vy the
s+nonpast+be —ing+cut+

the trece

The boy+nonpast+gg —in5+eat pread

s in progress at

verb D& followed

owre551ve aspe
jfied p01nt i

partlclple.
cutting the ©

H‘Pr
Expressed

a spec

n time.

esent
The bo¥

nhe boys are

py a Pr
rete

Mo e T

g preads

p. The boy is eatin

-_____.__—-——"""'_
37 1pide PellD
taXe 90153

38Langendoen. The Study of 2yL

391pid. Pel5%
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c. They were buliding the house. The + be —ing + puid + the house

The constituents of an aspect may be summarized by the following

symbolse
Hspect _”__%)Pevfectlve é
|Progressive-
Ferfective -=--~~ 77 yhave -¢n
Progressive ——ﬂ—ﬁqbe -ing ¥

% U4 The PS Rules of the English Auxiliaries.

Based on the preceding short discussion, the auxiliary in English

may be rewritten as follows:

1. Aux ---- Tense ¥ (Modal) + (Aspect)
%Nonpast(
2. Tense _—_ylﬂast i
L
3, Nhonpdst—-—fJ f
{~zviza-s )

‘irredular!
L, Past ——— '
Jaidy-dv-t 4

swills shalls; canj may
5, Modal ——-ﬁ:wou1d should; could; mlght
Must; ought to

%
;Perfective-}
6. Aspect --—P 4 A
xnrogressive}
g Perfective ——-ﬁJhﬁ —en}
8. Progressive ———%ﬂbe -ing |

The deed structure of the auxiliary in English and how it may be
realized from deep to gurface structure will be analyscd as in the
following examples:

2. He will come.

b, He came

¢, He hgs come.

a. He will have becn coming .

e. He is a student .



ae H€ will comee

= ‘ﬁ-‘-\—"*
NP Aux Vr
¢ Pron = Tense Modal \
i Human \ \
1 111
\ Singh | Modet.\
| Masc 4 iNon?ast] Probe 1 COMeE

It may be realized into gurfTace structure as follows*
a. BY substituting the correct modal which is represented as ﬁﬂﬂi
of determination and Erobahilitg in the deep structures
He + nonpast + will + come
b. BY affix-hopping, it attaches the +ense-marker tO the modal to give
it iks propeT shape:
He + will + Nonpast + come

He will com€e

]

P

N

b, He calcy

NP /gux VU

L Tense v
1 Pron =
kHUman$

11T |

Sing \
i i S adt

Masc {Fastl Come

It is realized into surface structure bY affix~hopping which attaches
the tense-marker to the main verb:

He + Past + come

He + come * Past

e canee.
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c. He has come.

Aux VB

| o Theer

i Tense Aspect

E . 1
5 Bron‘i \
l Hitmam
i III | | \
\  Sing : Lo .
| Masc ! tﬁonpaubl %have -en{ come

The sentence 1is realizéd into surface structure by applying
affix~hopping only once. This attachesghe tense-marker to the
auxiliary and the ~ffix to the main verb:

He & Nonpast + have =-en + come

He + have + Nonpast + come = -en

He haos coflée

d. He will have been cominge. S

N T

NP ’lguz VP
i Tense Modal /ﬁgizf ¥
1 \ Perf Prog
|
l- PI’Cn d
i Human ' ] |
IIT |
Sing | i (Moot | .
| Masc ! }NonpastjiProb A.fhauc —enlbe -ingicome

It is realized intc surface structure in the following manner.
a., By substituting thk proper modal which 1is represented as mcod of

getermination and probability in the deep structures

He # Nonpast + will + have =en + be -ing+ cone
b. By affix-hopping , this attaches the tensc-marker to the modal
and the offix to the verb:

He + will + Nonpast + have =-en + come + ~-ing

He will have been coming.
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e. He is a student.

VP
|
NP
}
N
Comm
Pron Human
Buman ; Indef
111 | NOnpast? IrT !
Sing # Copula\ Sing \
Masc ! Sing l Masc |

It is realized into surface structure by replacing the correct
elements according to the idiosyncratic features of each element in

the deep structure.

3«5 Sgntences in English. The main purpose of this sub-section is

to describe and analyse the position and function of the auxiliary
in English in the affirmative sentences as well as in the different
transformations of sentences such as question, negative, tag question

and passive,

3,501 Affirmative Sentences, In English, the normal order of the

auxiliarges in an affirmative sentence is between the NP and VP,
This may be rewritten gs:
5 mawmma NP + Aux + VP

E.g ae Bekele will eat bread, Bekele + nonpast + will + eat bread,

NP Aux VP
be She had written = letter, She + Past + have -en + write a letter.
NP Aux VP

Co He might have learned English, He + Past + mgy + have -en leasn En;slishe
NP fux VF

To write the following description and znalysis the different
transformations of English sentences, the writer has mainly relied om

the following books:
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Culicover's Syntax,  Facobson's dransformational venerative Grammar,
e et 5y ol 8

Wardhau's 4n Introduction to Linguistics,” Huddleston's An Introducticn

Lz
to English Transformatiocnal & ntax © and &kmajian and Hen 's An Introduction
o 9 E ¥

to the Principles of Transformaticnal Syntax,

3e¢5.2 Questions, There two types of questions in English, They
are Yes/No question and Wh-question,

P e Yes/No Questions, In this types of questicns, the speaker

sceks agreement or disagrecment of the entire content of the questionsd
sentence,

This question is formed by inverting the auxiliary to the left of
the subject, If the auxiliary is have, be or the modal,this is shifted
tc the left of the subject to chanie the sentence intec a question,

If one of these three consvituents is a¥sent, only the tense-marker
is shifted to the left of the subject, Then, ngﬁuggort rule is

applied tc front either do, does or did accordinzg to the person and

the tense to change the sentence into a question,
Leg a. The man has played volleyball, (affirmative)
Has the man played volEeyball? (Yes/No Guestion)
be The man is playing volleyball, (affirmative)
Is the man playin; volleyball? (Yes/No Question)

Mot er W. Culcover, Syntax. (New York: Academic Press, 1976,) PP.38-54
JHbl.]:";ent Jacobson, Transformational Gznerative Grammar, (Amsterdam:
North=Hall and Publishin,; Company, 1978,) PP,35-78 and PP 275324

2Ronald Wordhaugzh, An Introduction to Lincuistics. (New York:
Mc Graw-Hall Book Company, 1977) Pr.,128-140,

'jRodney Huddleston, Aan Introduction to English Transformational

Syntax, (HongKong: Sheck Wah Teng Printing Press, 1976,) PP.73-83% ana

PP,143-195,
bh - . i
Adrian Akmajian and Frank Hepa. An Introduction to the

Principles of Transfermational Syntax, (Cambridge, Massachusetts:
The MIT Press, 1979) PP.141-20%,
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e The man will phay volleyball. (affirmative)
Will the man play volleyball?(Yes/No question)
d. The man plays volleyball. (nffirmative)

Does the man play volleybal1?2(Yes/ Nc¢ question)

So, the Yes/No question transformation may be represented by
the following symbols.,

Yes/No Qestion Transformation,

ff have fi
8D: Q@ + NP —-e- Tensei{ be b
' \. modali/
[ A T |
1 2 5
5C: ¢ 3 2

In the Structure Chanr2 when the auxiliary is inverted the

question marker is deleted,

In the rules have, 93, and medal are in braces Within parentheses,

Cne of these three constituents may be selected and shifted to the left

of the Ny or all of then are optional and may not be bresent. In

that case the tense-marker shifts in front of the NP ,nd by Do-support
rule a sentence is changed into a question,

The deep structures of the following two Ye

2. Has the man Played velleyball?

8/No questions are:

!
|

' C v

- ITT i ; . Comm !

»" i Sigg ¢ | i-animate |
Q E_Masc S fNonpast} fhave ~enj plaJLCOHCTOtQ
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The rules that realize the scntence into surface structure arec:
2o By question transformation (inversion) rule that shifts the tense-
marker and have to the left of the NP:

& + the man + nhonpast + have -en + play + volleyball

nonpast + have + the man + =en + play + volleyball
b. By affix—hopping that attaches the tense=marker to the auxiliary
and the affix to the main verb:

have + nonpast + the man + play + -en + volleyball

Has the man bplayed volleyball?

b. Does the man pPlay volleyball?

S
A\x VP
Tense Vv NP
F;omm ’
Human N
Def Comm
LT Sing
Sing | ‘ =animate
] ;, Masc ¥ [Nonpast]play concrete

It may be recalizeq into surface structure as follows:
a4« By question transformation (inversion) rule that shifts the tense-
marker in front of the NP:

€ + the man + nonpast + play + volleyball

nonpast + the man + play + volleyball
be. By Do—Support,(Do—insertion) rule that inserts Do to the left of the
NP: o

nonpast + do + the man + play + volleyball
Ce By affix-hoPping that attaches the tense-marker to Do to give it its
proper shape:

do + nonpast + the man + play + volleyball

Does the man play volleyballs

3654242 Wh-Questions, Theseo questions &iffer from Yes/No question

in two ways: One, they begin with aninterrogative bronoun such as who
or what or an interrogative .dverb such as where,when or how istead of

the auxiliaries, Two, they require specific information s an



aBBWEr rather than yes and nc,

Wh~questions begin with 1 question word which is followed by a

tense-narker fellowed by either have, be or modal or do is

by Bo-supgort followed by a subject., 1In g sent

questicn has already formed it only requires th

inserted

ence where the ¥Wes/No

€ fronting of the

questicn word to the left of the question to construct Wh-question,

Wh~questions are questions about noun phra
be considered as interrogative bronouns,
E.g a. The girl writes g letter,
Does the girl write a letter? (Yes/No
Yhy does the g8irl write a letter? {wn
b. The girl is writing a letter,

Is the girl writing a letter? Yes/

NO ques

Ses. So, here, they will

question)

-quesbion)

tion)

Where is the girl writing a letter? (Wh-question)

¢ceThe girl has written a letter,

Has the girl writtep a letter? (Yes/NO guestion)

Who has written a letter? (Wh-question)

Wh-question Transformation,

- ’j have -
SD: @ + Whw =~== NP —o__ Tenseg , be ;}
) ! modal].
e

1 2 3

SCe 1 s 2

2 is deleted in the Structure Change when the question word

is abeut NP, In the rules, the question word ig fronted to the left

of the Np after the Yes/No question transformat

In the deep structure each one of the question

ion,

ed by the following exXpressions or breconstituents,

Why ~=—= Wh-scme reason What -=- Wh-
Where -~ Wh-some rlace How ~==a Wh-
When -- Wh-some time

Yho ——w Wh-scme one

The Wh-questions 2 and b may have the foll

some thing-

50ne means

owing deep

word may be represent-

structures,
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ae Why does the girl write a letter?

ux \“*wﬂVP

/ Tense v NP NP
. : y ‘
; N f
’ Comm : f
i Euman? / Cow -
2ot / / b Comn '
TIr / / | Inder | _
§ Sing I ]—animateE Wh-sonme
Q : Fem !

-, . 4 1
= Nonpazd write Lﬁcncretelreason
b

The Wh-question is realiged into surface structure g&s follows:

a, By questicn transformatlcn (inv

marker to the left of the NP:

ersion) rule that shifts the tense-

& # the girl + nonpast + write + a letter

Nonpaat + the girl + writ

+ Wh~some reason

€ + a letter + Wh-some reascon
be By Wh-question transformation,

the left of the tense-marker

this noves the bro-constituent to

and then replaced by the broper surface
structure Guestion word;

“h-some reagon -
Why + nonpast + the irl + write + a letter

8 By Do—suggort which inserts Do between the tense-marker and the Np:

Why + nenpast + do +the sirl + write + a letter

d. By affixhhopping, this attaches the tense-marker te the auxiliary:

Yhy + do nonpast + the girl 4 write + a letter

Why dces the g8irl write a letter?

b. Where ig the girl writing a letterp?
S
N
Aux Tvp

Teﬁg;’\\\xépect f/\ggxﬁakNP
,f////// :/// ! ! 1 \\ \\

Q NP {Nonﬁastg {be ~inglwrite NP Wh~some
place
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It is realizeqd into surface structure by the folowing rules:
a. By question transformation (inversion) rule,
be. By Yh-guestion transformation,
c. By affix-hopping, this attaches the tense-marker te to the auxiliary

and the affiy tc the main verb,

rule is applied, after g modal if there is one or after have or be if
ahy one of them ig Present in g sentence, However, if modal,have and
be are present in a sentence not is inserteq after the modal and
i@ﬁéﬁﬁ and be are used in a sentence notis adler Have,
E.g a. He dances, (attense—marker)
He does not dance, (Do-suppert)
b. He will dance, (modal)
He will not dance,
¢+ He may have beep dancing, (modal, have, be)

He may not have been dancing,

The transformational rules of the negative sentences may be
summarized by the following symbols,

Negative Transformatigg.

i have .
SB: Neg + NP ——__ Tense ﬁ{be E;
\ \{modali.
e
1 2 T T
56, 2 3 + not

In the Structure Change the negative marker ig replaced by not.

In the rules, either ngg,Eg,or modal may be selected and is
followed by not, or all three cocnstituents may not be selected and
in that case net is precedeq by a tense~marker and the Do-support

rrle is applied.
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The deep structures of the following negative sentences are:

C"
a. He does not dance,

NP ux \“‘VP
/ |
Tense v
i Pronr
jHuman‘
| 111 |
//// £ Sing f ) |
Neg Masc | [Monpast] danee

It is realized into surface structure as follows:

a. By negative transformation which inserts the word not after the tense-

marker:
Neg + he + nonpast + dance
He + nonpast + not + dance
be By Do-support which adds Do before not:
He + nonpast + do + not + dance
c. By affix-hopping that attaches the tense-marker to the auxiliarys
He + do + ncnpast + not +dance

He does not dance.

b. He has not danced,

/‘jS
\\v
Aux P

///// Tense Aspect Vv
; : fNoanstj 1hnv‘

Neg NP e -en} dince
The sentence is realized into surface structure by the

fhalowing rules.
as By negative transformation which adds not after have.

be By affix-hopping , this attaches the tense- marker to the auxiliary

and the affix to the main verb,

BT eilh Tag Questions. In tag question transformatlon, if the main

part of a sentence is simple present or simple past positive, thk
second part will b= the tense-marker, the negative not and a pronoun

which is similar to sﬁpject of the main sentence, Then, Do-support
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is applied to glve it the proper tag question form. On the other
hand, if the main part of the sentence is negabive, not is deleted
from the second parte.

In sentenceés which have BaVE, bey OF modal “if the main part

of the sentence 18 positive, the second part will be the tgnge—marker,
cither haVe, be OT mosal then not is added and a promoun which is
similar tO the subject of the main sentence folloWse but, if the main
part pf the sentence 18 negative not is cancelled from the second parte

E;g a. Lhe girl comeS, dcesn't she?

b, The girl does not COME, does she?
c, The mexn have COME, haven't they?

d., The men have not comeé, have they?

The tag gquestion transformation may be summarized as;

:=have'A

ap: Tag @ °F Np---- Tense i 4 be E\— (not) - ¥
\memﬂf
l"-“—'_-—'-"_"‘e”""'m"" e

1 2 ) Iy 5

any B R L 5 % # nt 2

Conditicns: @e nt must not pe added if not is present as term
4L of the sh.
b, The second cccurrence of 2 in the sC musﬂbe
the pronoul corresponding to 2 of sD.

In the gthrubtuee ¢hange the tag gquestion marker 1s deleted
because the rules have created the preper tag question forme-

In the rules above NP is eepresented by 2 in the Structure Descrip-
£ion (SD). Auxiliaries are represented by 3 and not by L nything which
comes after not is represented by x and which is again reprsented by
Se Now, in the tag gquestion transformation i.e., Ir the gtructure
change (5C) NGS. 25 2 4 and 5 are the nain parts of the sentencee
3 in the second part of the sentence is an quxiliarye nt (it willrue

be inserted here if b is used in the moin part of the sentence)

followed by 2 which is the subject repeated here as a pronCulle

The Geep structures of the following tag questions are;
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sie The girl COMES: doesn't she?

S~
NP\\\\hux VE
| Téense vV
N -,
Comm
| Human |
DC—:f J
111
Sing L
Tag Q - Fem _} { Nonpast} come

Tt is realized into surface structure as follows:
a., By tag question transformation which copies in the second part the
tense-marker, inserts ggz_and adds a pronoun which is similar to the
subject of the main sentence:

Tag @ + the girl + nonpast + come

the girl + nonpast + come # nonpast + not + she
b. By Do=5u ort Which inserts Lo in the second part of the sentence
between the tense-mar§er and nots

the pgirl + nonpast + come /4 nonpast + do * not + she
ces BY affix~hopping that attaches the tense-marker to the auxiliary
and the main verb:

the girl + come + nonpast # do + nonpast + not + she

The girl comes, doesn't she?

b. The men have COME, naven't they?

NP Rux P

T
(=]
[p]
.5\
[0)]
(]
/
o]
(¢]
[¢]
ct
<

Conmm |
Human
Def
IIT
, Plu P ' .
Tag Q gMasc,JNonpast] {Have -en} come

The following rules may realize the tag question into surface

structures
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a. By tag question trandéformation that copies in the second part of

the sentence, the tense-marker, have inserts the wcrd not and copies

the pronoun which is similar to the subject of the mainkentence.
b. By affix-hopping that sttaches the tense-marker to the auxiliary

and the affix to the main verb.

%3.5.5 Passives. In English, te change an active sentence into
passive, the main verb must be Vt and the object of the sentence must
refer to a perscn different from the subject. The subject of the
active sentence is changed into an object of a preposition(i.e.,agent)
and the object into a subject. Sometimes, the agent of a passive
sentence is deleted. The main verb of the active sentence is changed
into past participle and is preceded by an auxiliary verb according
to the tense and the number of the subject.

Eeg a. He broke hiis leg.

* His leg was broken by him,
b. She broke the chair.
The chair was broken by her,
c. Someone will break the chair.

The chair will be broken., (The agent is deleted)

The passive transformstion may be represented by the following

symbois.
Passive Transformation,
SD. Pas + NP —--=Aux ---- Ve=-=NP
A 2 3 4 5
5C s 5 3 be -enl by 2

In the Structure Change the passive marker is deleted because
the rules have created the proper pzssive form.

The above rules may be paraphrased as follows:

In the original active sentence NP(subject) is represented by 2,
auxiliary by 3,main verb by 4 and the NP(objecy) by 5. When the
sentence is transformed intc passiwe, 5(which was the object) moves
to the first position. Then, it will be followed by é(auxiliary)
and be -en (which forms the auxiliary and the past participle)is
insertedj;then it will be followed by 4(the berb). The preposition

by comes before 2(which was the prebious subject and now an object)

- e, gl
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The deep structures of the passive sentencesg 2 and b are:

a. The chaip was broken by he,

S
I//K\\
N
NP Aux VP
I P
Tense v Np
_ j
rd [ Pron g !
§Humani N
/,//// | IIX ¢ Cpmm L
rd fSing { {=animate
Pag i. Fem | i Past ] breakkuConcretei

Itirealized into surface structure passive as follows:
a. By passivizatimn, it changes the Subject inte an object of a breposition
and the object inte a subject and it also inserts be + -en:

Pas + she + past + break + the chair

the chair + past + be -en + break + by +she

by By affix-hopping which attaches the tense-marker to the auxiliary and
the affix to the main verb:

fhe choir 4+ be + past + break + -en 4+ by + she

The chair was broken by her,

be The chair will be broken.

//,////"hﬁhwhh"““‘hnam
\ \-
o NP Aux VP
TN ”l\\\N
//////// Tense Médal v p
/ | ’
r Pron 4 i { /
Comm | f
Human ' ! ! PoboN =
Inder | { 1 "1 Comm (
p ) I11 ; ; { Modet ,d ; !uanimgtei
Pas L8ing 'Nonpast + Brob, J breakiCcncretez

The passive Sentence ig realized inte surface structure%y the
following rules:

a, By substﬁtuting the correct moddl for that representediin the deep
structure:

Pas + someone tnonpast + willas break + the chair
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b. By bassivization which chang

es the Position of the subject ang
the object ang which luserts be + -ep s
gir 4 Nenpast + wi

11+ be -en + break + by + so
Ce By afent deletion,

meone
that deletes the object of the Prep

osition:
st + will «+ be -en + break

The chair + nonpa
d. By affix~hopping,
and the affiy to the

The c¢ch

this attaches the tense

-marker to the
main verb:

auxiliary

air +Will + nonpast + be 4+

break + =en
air wilj be broken,

The c¢h
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CHAPTER 4

The Auxiliary in Amharic and linglish:
A Contrastive Analysis

Here, an attempt will pe made to compare items of the auxiliary
in Amharic ang English,

In the contrastive bresentation the writer uses the order of the
constituents of the auxiliary in Amharic to compare them with the
equivalent constituent of the auxiliary in English, So, first the
PS Rules of the Amharic auxiliaries are presented with the correspond=-
ing rules of English auxiliaries next to each other,

Lyl The Ppg Rules of the Amharic and English Auxiliaries,

(To simplify the comparison, the conditions which allows the

possible combinations ip Amharic Ps Rules have been left out,)

Amharic English
I, Aux --3 Aspect#(Modal)+Tense 1. Aux __v.Tense+(Modal)+(Aspect)
{Perfective - iperfective l
2e hAspect —-qu 2. Aspect -- _
mperfective Progressivej

3e Pdrfective ~=>}have -en}
b, Progressive -—Q{be -ing}

Cayklr,m : will; shall; can; nay
3¢ Modal -~ Yimgslaw Ow Modal s would;should;could;might
¥ vhonj ; must jought to
_inoro jyghon] _
YNonpast{ Nonpast |
Le Tense --Q{Past 6. Tense __?{Pgst 'J
- talls " & 1
5. Nonpast --ﬁinaw . 7+ Nonpast -"*f-z\—izi-s
. L ) : __.yirregular
6e Past < nébbar @ 8. Past -'{-id’t.-dl-t }
bo1.1 Aspect,
ﬂmhari? ) English
Perfective Perfective
Aspect ——g . Aspect «-3
Imperfective Pragrecsive

Perfective ~-a{have -en}
Progressive -=3{be -img}
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Beg a. hedo (perf) a. He has gone. (&rf)
e heds (perf) b. They have written, (perf)
£. v.hed (imperf) C. He had played. (perf)
de miftg (perf) de He is going (prog)
Ce y;m@fa (imperf) e« They were playing (prog)

In the above examples, the perfective or imperfective aspect
in Amharic is indicateq by different vowel morphemes, However, in
English the perfective (have =-en) and the progressive (be -ing)
aspect are used before a Mmain verb and affixed to a main verb,
Besides, in Amharic the perfedtive or imperfective aspect may not
express the same sense as the pberfective or peogressive aspect

unless a tense-marker ig added to it,

Eeg a. hgdgagg a. He hags gone,
be sifawall b. They have written
Ce tycawito nabbar C. He had played

bo1.2 Modal,

Amharic English
caykbrm D) rnwill; shall; can; may '
Modal ——ﬁjyamaslgw { Modal --3twould; should; could; might "
} }y;hons thonj { must; ought to i
{neoro j ’

The number of modals in Amharic has not yet been fully dedermined,
Compared to the use of the modals in English, the modals in Amharie

have a more restricted use in the language,

Amharic . English
Eeg a sayhedp g K'arim Ge I will come (determigation)

'He may got

) i
be yimita yomislifinll b. He may come. ( robability)
i o S A ] Jay b ¥
'I think, he may come,!

ce temathy noroall Ce May I come? (permissiom)
'You might have come, !

de matto ython y:hop all de They should do the work,.(obligation)

.-

'Proba®ly, he has come, !
; €. They must do the work. (necessity)

T. Ve can do the work. (ability)

Lo



So the modal in Amharic do not ¢xpress all of the ideas expressed
by the modals in bnglish from a-f above, and Amharic uses some other

linguistie forms to paraphrase the same meaning,

4.1.3 Tense.

Amharic English
___SNonpasﬁ} | . Nonpasi}
Tense 71Past Tense 5 ek
.f G
Nonpast _$}ii$a Nonpast -—ﬁi&ZL;iZ\-S:}
Past ~=< ngbbara Fast --a{irregular_
t-idy-da-t

In Amharic the tense=markers are few in number; they are attached
at the end of a pgrfect or imperfect verb op they may be part of the
copula in predicative sentences, However, in English the inflectional
endings which scrve as tense-markers change wﬁth the breceding sound of
a verb or they may have irepegular forms,

Amharic English
Eeg a. inngssy zar y;k&ratéilg(-past) a« They cut g'trees.(-past)
be (ssu wanbsrun y‘farggli(—past) b. He rubs/-z/ the chair, (=past )
Ce 185U (zziya yidarsall(-past) ¢, He reaches/~iz/ there.(-past)
de 155U bakiflu west’ Yesarall(-past)d. He works/-s/ in the class,
(~past)
€e 488U mystIwatun Sabbardg(past) e. He broke(irreg)the glass.
(past)
fe tssu astgyaystun akorrdb @(past) f. He forwarded/~id/his
Suggestions. (past)

Ee Ssu gafun wagga‘g (past) nge He climbed/-~d/the tree,
(past)
h. issu b3l jjaggradwa sakg@(past) h. He laughed/~t/ at the girl,
(past)

In these examples, the different nonpast and past inflectional
endings iin English have been replaced by only two tense-markers in

Amharic,
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ho2 Deep to Surface Contrast of t

P

he Amharic and Engligh Auxiliaries.

bo2.1 ASEGEEO

Eeg sat'toal: .
T\
: H}x
Tepse
H
_ﬁast?
It }
Sing i
Masc .
liux
y "&’
Aspect nse
i
fPérf anst
ITI | IIT
iSing? Sing
NE V(root) $Masc | Masc
s s=t- (verh root)

b. sotto (aspect)

In Amharic; the aspect is re

copying the pers aspeet (vowel mg
English by affis:
the affix to the

4.2,2 Modal,

e e na Ly

~hopping which at

wain verb,

s

Eeg y,sat’ yehonall
g L4108,

English

He has siven
=) =i

S

'

ux
Teﬁ;:,:EQect\\

\

~-Past {have -en] give

Qe he+nonpast+ha§e ~en+give
b, he+have+nonpast+give+—en

He has given,
alized into surface structure by
iphemes) into the verb root; in

taches the tense—marker to have and

English

He hay give,

-
7
- ¢ AT Aux P
L <N\
{ ijnse Tense Modal ¥
i fépastm > , Pern 3
A NP ~past LProb | give
,NP __S‘\lg ing ]
/ E‘Lu'x
~ ' -~
VP Modal Mﬁ\x\@?ﬁse
//*/yfff | ! ("PaSt
; | L IIX
NP V(roqt) Prob Sing |
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Both the Amharic ang English modals may pe realized intg surface
strueture by repdacing the Proper surface structure modals fgp those

which are Teépresented in the deep structure,

bo2.3 Tense,

Amhagig English
Eeg yisar all He Comes,

s
Aux AUx “vp
l ////// ! |

TeTse ///// Tense F

NP -Past CBme

< | ! IIT :
KP - Vlroot){ Sing

Qe S=r- (verb root)

v Aspect Te?se
t 'i” :"_Ecst.
A
! . ;
: :

ae He + nonpast + come

b, Yrssri(aspect) be He + come + T——

Ce Yisgrall(tenge) He comes,

In Amharic, the tense ig realized into Surface structure by
®Opying the imperfect aspect into the verb root ang by affix—hopping and
in English only by affix—hopping.

Thus, the deep to surface realization of the Amharic and
English auxiliarieg mgy be Summarized gg follows:

Amhariq Engligh

2« By Copying either thé perf or

impers aspect into the verb root,

b. By substituting the Proper ae By substituting the broper medal
modal for that which is Tepresenteqd for that whichp is Tepresented in
in the deep structure, iha,deep structure,

C. By aﬂfix—hopping which attaches 1, By affix—hopping which attaches
the correct tense-marker to the the tense~marker to main verp or
imper@br berf verb or the copula, the auxiliary ang an affix to g

main verb,
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i
4.3 The surface Structures of the Amharicehnd inglish Sentences,

be3.1 Questions.
he3.1.1 Yes/No Q@estions.

Amharic English

: ==V P s have
SD: Q#NP=wVP—=Aux SD: Q+NBem Tenseiﬁlbe $3
i inton! {”,_M,I£F0§h1;”
SC: 12 3 b spe3ah !y, 4 12 3 !
! |
3 We 'y Bi SCs d 3 >

The transformational rmles clearly show the difference off
question transformations in Amharic and English. 1In Amharid, any
Yes/No question may be constructed by attaching one of the three
elements which is in the braces i.e.,inton, -neor wsy at the end of
an affirmative sentence. But in English have, be or modal are inserted
before a NP, If none of these three is bresent, a tense-marker is
shifted before the NP and'"Do-Support rule" is applied. Besides, the

forms of these constituents change with the tense and the mumber of the

subject,
Amharic English
E.g a. yematall Way? a. Does he come? Will he come?or
Is he coming?
be matta wyy? b. Did he come?
c, mitto all W3y ? c. Has he come?
de mitto nsbhbhirs wiy? d. Had he come?

In ghe abcve eXamples, the different Yes/NO questions in English
may be replaced by any one of the three question formimg particles

in Amharic. In the exXamples the English questions are replaced by only
one Yes/NO question forming particle (laews Wiy ),

YeBals 2 Wh-guesticns,

Amharic English
{1 have
SD: Q+NP==VPeclWhQ--Aux SD: Q+WH--NP-~ Tonse | ! be ?i
8C: 12 3 4 5~ (2)-4-3-5 " y‘mOdalﬂfi
1 2 S e

SCs T 5 2
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In Amharic, the Wh-question is constructed by placing the question
word before a verb. On the other hand, Wh-question in English first
shifts havg, be or modal before the subject and if any one of these
is not present the tense-marker is shifted before the NP and the

Do~ SBupport rule is applied. After that, the question word is fronted,

Amharic LEnglish
E.g a. y.mstall (affirm) a. He comes. (qffirm)
lsm.n y.mitall? (Wh-Q) Does he come? (Wes/No Q)
Why does he comeZ(Wh- Q)
b, hed :(gffirm) b. He went,(affirm)
Did he go? (Yes/N©)Q)
ce Wgdets heds? (Wh-Q) cc. Where did he go? (Wh-Q)

“e3.2 Negatives.

Amharic Engiish
i‘ Y 11:m m!;'
j ayda2ll.m i h
T)e Nes VDo 4 i ave ;-
5D: Neg+NP--VP--AUx. al (m) { . SD: NegiNP—- Tense"be f}
8c: 1 2 8 4425 im-(mJ k I modali
Y Mt 3 s et and
1 1 e
s J
Sz 2 3 + not

In the above rules, negatives in Amharic are formed by changing
the positive copula into its cpposite, by prefixing or by prefixing and
suffixing affixes to a v~erb according tc the different conjugations

cof a verb. Ln English, sentences are, however, changed into negative
by inserting not after have, be, modal or if one of these is absent,
Do-Support rule is spplied and the correct form of ¢¢ is used and not
is followed after that.

Amhgric English
E.g A issu %}i; (affirm) ae. He is present (gaffirm)
iss5u ypllym b. He is not present. (neg)
b.ssu n w (4ffirm) b. hé is, (5ffirm)
tssu aydsllym (neg) He is not.(neg)
C. Ss5u yymgtall (affirm) c. He comes, (gffirm)
(88U ayimitam (neg) He dces not come, (neg)

He will come. (affirm)
He will notcome. (neg)
d. 1ssu matta (affirm) d. He came (affirm)

\Ssu Qim@tt;ﬂ (neg) He did not come,(neg)
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€. .8s5u mim:tatu niw (affirm) a. He is ta come. (affirm)
58U aly m:m.tatu n;w(neg) He is not tocome, (neg)

In the examples, the different negative morphemes, prefixes and

prefixes and suffixes are replaced by only one negative forming morphemes

in English,

b, 2,3 Tag Questions,

Amharic English

s have .

: Tag Q ~Vp-/ ; . H ?

SD: Tag Q+NP-Vp-Aux j y2llim i SD: Tag Q+NP-- Tense{{ be t= not -x
: ¢ \\moda Lt

SC: 1 2 3 i - a-3£34+ al-m? i 1 & 3 L o5

8Cs 23 L5 3 # nt p

according to the transformaticnal rules, tag question in Amharic
is formed by a positive form of a verdb followed by either the negative
form of the nonpast tense—marker, y3ll:m or by the negative form of the
past tense-marker, élnubb»rﬁga But a tag question in English is formed
in quite g different way i.e., by either a positive sentence followed
by a negative questicn or a negative sentence followed by a positive
question (according tc the conditions of tag question transformation
presented in Chapter #0. The guestion at the end may be have, be,

modal or if one of these is not bresent the correct form of Do is

used,
fmharic English
E.g a. yimata y311lim? a. He comes, dcesn't he?
e He will come, won®t he? -
He is coming, isn't he?
ba mattc yallim? b. He has come, hasn't he?
el
Co matto Elnsbbirgg C. He had come, hadn't he?

s Passives,

Amharic
bl et e bl

English
5D Pas+NPl—NP =V-dux
SD:Pas+NPEAux~YP-NP
T%a—lStradical aperf 1l 2 3 4 o5
J I = : l
SC: 1 2 3 & 5 _.3.(b +2)) gs-iPert; * i
3 (Imp i . i
| st y i impeB@ 1,
{1 ‘radical gemin' i

iinfin 1§

5C: 5 3be -en L by 2
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In Amharic, a sentence is changed-into passive by a verb-prefix
or by gemination of the first radical of a verb according to the
form of a verb. The active subject will be an object of a preposition
or may be omitted, and the object will be the subject . Likewise,in
English, a subject will be an object of a preposition by an cbject
will be subject. The main verb is changed into past participle and is
preceded by the correct form of an auxiliary presenting the person

or the number of the passive subject,

Amharic English
E.g a. issu Vigg:fda1all a. He will be killed.
be issu tag.-ddid b, He was killed,
Ce 835U magg: @ .1lu naw c. He is going to be killed.

Lol Deep to Surface Contrast of the Amh-ric gnd inglish Sentences,

Almost all simple sentences in English havezquivalent complex
sentences in Amharic unless they are predicative sentences with g
copula, Whenever g simple sentence in English is realized from
deeﬁto surface structure the transformational rules are few in
number; but, its equivalent complex sentences in Amharic applies
a greater number of transformatiomal rules for its realizstion.

Under this section the deep to surface structure realizgtion of
equivalent sentences in Amharic and English are presented . So,
under each sub-heading of this section, the transformational rules of

“quivalent sentences are Presented side by side. Then, a short remark
is fiade, based mn the same transformational rules of both languages

to show similarities and differences.

boltel Questions,

Amharic English
F.g y:hedall Wiy? a. Does he go?
S
- -
! T - 3 ‘ﬁ\
| | / |
P E # / \ \
8] NP s Tense Qy NP Tense Y
|
VP Aux

I N

NP V(root) Aspect \Tense
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The questions are realized into surface structures:

ae. By identicgl subject deRetion
rule:
(rtissu +ssu + h-d~ % all + all.
(3 tissu+ h-d- + gkl + ally

b. By copying the imperf aspect
into the verb root;

Q@ * .ssu + hed + all + a1l
C. By identical tense-marker
deletiocn rule;

Y+ :san + hed + g1l
d. By affix-hopping which attaches
the perdcnal affix and the tense-
markeri
Gt yssu + Yyihedall
€. By subj deletion of the matrix
sentences

@+ y.hedall
f. By question transformation
which attaches a particles;

Yihedall + Wiy

¥ihedall wuy?

b, limin y,hedgll?

S

Theg

Aux

\

Nf S Tense
™

Aux

VP
/N
k'///r ///l RN
VP

)

i

NP V AspectTense

a. By question transformation
(inversion)rule:

Q + he + nonpast + go

Nonpast + he + go

beo By Do-Support rule:
Nonpacst + do + he +go

C. By affix-hopping which
attaches 5 tense-markew

to the auxiliary:

Do + nohpast+ he + go

Does he go?

b. Whyldoes he go?



a. By identical Subject deletiop d. By question transformation
rule: (inversion)rule:
& + (ssu tussu+ gng Mmikniyat+hega “*he + Ronpast+go+Wh-some reascn

all + a11 Nonpast+ hes BotWh-some reason

W#1SSU +ang Mikniyat +h-g tall+ allsb, By Wh-question fransformation:

i i Wh- Son+nonpast+he+eq
be By Copying the lmperf aspect h-some pea P g

'hy t +he + =
into the verb root: Why *nonpas e £0

. Do-s t:
ed +511+5115* BY Do-Suppor
~Marker d61etion hhy+nonpast+do+ he+ go

de By affix-hopping:

€ +;ssu +and m.kniyet 4+ hed +
Ce By identicgl tense
rule:

Y #is84 + gnd Mikniyat+hed 45417 WBy+do + nonpast +ne tgo

e BY affix-hopping whicp attaches Why does he go?
the bPerscnal sffix and tenge-
Rarkeyr to the imperf aspect :
Q¥ tssu +and makniyat+zihed§i;_
€e By deletion of the Subject of the
matrix Sentence:
Q+ and mikniygt+ Yehedall
fs By Wh-question transformation;
and Mmrkniyat 4 Y+hedall
lim.n+ Y+hedall
limin Ythedall?

To realize Questions frop deep to surface structure, Yes/No
questicn transformation and Nh-question transformation rules are applieq
to both Amharic gng English, Yes/No question transformation in
English inverts the order ang puts the auxiliary before the Subject;
but the Same rule ip Amharie attaches g particle, 1Ip the same way
in English Wh-question transformation fronts g question word apg the

same rule inserts the Question wepg before g verb,



“ole2 Negatiges.

Amharic

E.g+ssu iymﬁtég
S

v

/E\\{ux
// | kN

/s ' *

) )

e NP S Tense
P
///////’/VP

NP V  Aspect

5 1:1}{
The negatives

N

Tense
. By identical subject deletio
rule:

~T- +all+ alls
all

mperf aspect

Neg+ t55U+  ssu+ nm
Neg+issu + meto. all+
b. By copying the i
into the verp Yoot
Neg + ssu +m£f‘3+ all+ all
Ca By identical tense~marker
deleticn rule:

Neg+ ssu +mat 4 + alls

d. By

the persomal affix

affix—hopping which attac

marker to the verb,
Neg+ yssu +me3tél£
s By negative tp
brefixes A and suffiyxes e
18su + iyh;tﬁg

1SSU aymstam

In Amharic, neg,
and suffixes affixes to g main

rule only inserts not,
—

are realized

transformation

) -
English
He does notcone,
S
//ﬁywirﬂm””“.
/ A ux VP
/ / ! \.
Neg NP Tense v
into surface structures:

n a. By neg.transformation which

inserts not;

'Eeg + he + nonpast + come
He+ nonpast +not+ come
b. By Do-Support:
He+ nonpast +do +not +come
aches

Co By affix-hopping which gtt

the tense-marker to the auxiléiry:

He+dc tnonpast+ not 4 come

He docs not come,
hes

and the tense~

ansformation which

Prefixes only an affix or Prefixes

Verb, In English, the ¢orresponding
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Li'-ihB

Tag Questions.
Amharic
E,gvnndssu Yihedu y;113m2

8
i \\\
//_/
9 N

Rux
\

A

P

Tag S Tense
w
&
NE V. Aspect 17 nse

The tag questions are realize
o

s By identica] subject ieletion
rule:
Tag Q+ nn ;ssu tianvssu+hed 4

all + 511,
Ta@-Q+¢nﬂ@ssu+h—d—+all+alla
b. By copying the Inperf s8pect
into the verb root:

Tag @+ +all+all>

Ce By identicaj tenge

tngssu+ hed
~marker
deletion yyle:

Teg Q+inn:ssu + hed +a113
de By affix—hopping which attacheg
the personal affix and the tense-
Warker to the verbve
Tag Q+snnnssu+zihed
&, By tag

which trige

_‘1;1_1-311
Yuestion transformation
ers the changqof the

tense-marker to its Opposite:

‘NN Issu+ yi hedy +y31lam
MN&eSsu y hedy ¥y31llzm?
As shown ip the CXample, ip A

ation ruyle changes the tense-marke

the same rule copies a tenggs-marke

of the scntence in the second

English

They 50, don't they?

N

Tag Q NP Tense v

d inte Surface struetures:

e By tag Juestion transform-
dtion which triggers the dopying

of the tense-marker, inserts not

(if it is not bresent in the maip

rart of the Sentence) ang replaces

the subj by a bronoun in the

second part:

b, By Do-Support :
They+nonpast+ go#nonpast+do+not+they

Co By affix~hopping:

They+go+nonpast# do +nonpast+not+they

They Bo, don't they?

mharic the tag question transforn.

r into itg OPpposite and ip English

r and

&

bronoun similartothc subject
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By 4 Passives,

Amharic English
Eeg chmmay y;ﬁi}ragall The shoes will be polishgg
: A|x Aux 41\
Pas NP f Tense Pas NP Tense od V wp
//;/”//,%P ux
ND NPy Aspe;:\\shﬁﬁghse

The passive Sentences are realized intg surface structures:
ae By identical subject deletion a, By substituting the Proper surf,
rule: structure modal:

5 ; -
Pas + spw + SevW + chmm, Flarmpy Pas+some one+nonpast+modal+pollsh+

all + alle the shoes
Pas + sew + camma + ELr-g *all + Pas+some one+nonpast+will+polish+
ally the shoes

b, By Copying the imperf aspect b. By Passivization Pilas

into the verp root: the shoes+nonpast+will+be+ —en+

i
) 7, gl —~
Pas+saw+cammu+t&rag+ull+alla olish+by+some &g

Ce By ldentical tensenmarker o BY agent deletion rule:

deletion Titden the shoes+nonpast+will+be+ -en+

’ - SN
Pas+ s;awcammmt-'rawullé polish

de By bassivization which changes de By affix hopping :
L ] = S

the position of the subject ang the the shoes+will+nonpast+be+polish+

object ang the verp geminateg: -

Cﬁmma+basaw+ylfi§r3g+all The shoes will pe polished,
e By agent deletion rule:
5&mma+yz€€arag+all

fe By affix-hopping which attaches

the personal affix and the tense-

marker to the verb:
/ ot
cammaw+ Yittersgall
(A
cammaw Fettoragall
In Amharic, PAssivization geminateg o verb or adds ap affix to a

Verb and 4ip English, it introduces an auxiliary ang an affix (i.e.,be-en).
However, ip both languages it changes a Subject inte an object ang

an objcet into g subject,
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CHAPTER 5

5.1 Summary.

The constitucnts of the Auxiliary 4ip Amharig as well as ip fnglish
are three in number having the Same namesg, They are aspect, moday
and tense, The formg and the orders of every Constituent are different
in the twe 1anguages,

For instance, in Amharie an aspect determineg the morphological
shape of the radicals of a Verb root, whether it i#past, Present or
future action; in English, it is useq both before a verb and affixeg
to a verb to show ccmpleted or continuous action of g Verb, The modal
in Amhariec indicatesg probability or Wicertainity ang its function ig
limiteq Compared to the funetion of the modal in English, On the othep
hand, in Fnglish the functions of the modal Varies with the situationg
and the attitudes of & speaker, 1Ip both languages tense shows past
°r nonpast, The tense—markers in Amharic are limitegq in&mmber. But
the tense-markers in Engligh change with the bPreceding soung and
subject of g verb,

The auxiliary ip English is Very important in sentence transforp.
ations iees, in transforming Sentences frop basic statements inte
questions, negatives, tag questions,passives etc. Host of the time
the auxiliary in English ig defined by its Position ip different
sentence transformaticns, However the the Amharic auxilinry has
hardly any function ip these areas,

Besides, the follcwing generative ang transformationnl rules of
the Quxiliary ip Amharic ang English may Summarize the description and
and anolysig cf the auxiliary ip Amharic ang English of the breceding
chapters.
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A concise presentaticn ofe--

5e1.1 The PS Rules of the Amharic and English Auxiliaries,

Amharic English

L. Aux ==+ Aspect + (Modal) + Tense l. Aux --- Tense + (Modal) + (Aspect)
gPerfective 1 ’ \Pérfective 1

2.Aspect ---—",-.-'; : 2e “fpECT a2 ;
ﬂImperfective% Frogressive !

3. Perfedtive --=jhave ~enf

L, Prosressive -->ibe -ingt

-
i

caykirm 'i ¢ will;  shall; can; may; {
2. Modal ——Q,inMlﬂl¥w 7 5e Modal ——ﬁr{would; should; could; might ;i
\ L { 5 : ! ° ~hi 4
? ii;ign{@'hon) ) L musts; ought to 4
“ 4
yNonpast) gNonpast}
4be Tense --%f i 6. Tense ~=-pi
tPast .} Past 4
. - ‘? ally ,:‘ i o ’\ ,G {
5. Nonpast Qanaw 5 7. Nonpast - h:Zl-ﬁZL-S;
6. Past -=-= ni3bbiry 8. Past __ﬁquregu;ar 4
{=idn=du-t !
5.1.2 Questions,
Sele2el Yes/NO Questions,
Amharic English
SD: Q+ NP-VP-Aux SD: Q+NPew Tense;ggéve E)
WJmodal’,
iinton r L-H-——--—-\ﬂ—ﬂm"—"i
SCx 1 2 B Y sop-3-min { 1 5
twey j sc: o2 2
5¢1.2,2 Wh~questions,
_Amharic Enelish
; have E
SD: Q+NPmmVP-=WhQ--fux SD: Q+WH--NP-~ Tense /be
; t
sC: 12 3 4 5-2 (2)-4=3-5 . .. tHoRal;
2 3

SC: 1 3 2



T

e ¢ Negatives.

Amharic

English
¢ y-:llr,‘m :
o A t yd(l%,m - E 1 have i
oDE NegHiP--VP-- uxlqu- " A 11 S5D: Neg+NP--Tense! | be “
i - E 1al}’
8C: 1 2 3 hg2{3(iysm-1° (m)5 b -4 __ \moda]
b N I 1 )
- 5C 2 3 + not
S.1.4 Tag Questions.
amharic )
s B Gl - English 4 have )
5D: Tag Q+NP-VP-Aux SD:Tag G+NP-- Tensefzbe f)-nct-x
' 5 § \Imodal}!
:1 o 411lom }. ; T
SC3 1 2 3 L s 2=3 ‘LL‘,-I- + al-mt; 1 > ‘*"—-"'—gmq-? -

SC: 2 3245 3 #nt 2

5e1leb Passives,
Amharic
B J‘_J__,L
SD Pas+NIl NI2 V-lux

English
SD:Pas+NP-Lux-~VP-NP

radical geminiinfin i

't 215 rﬁdical a perf %
j perf? &b { 1 2 3 Iy 5
SC: 1 2 3 L 5 43(p +2) ) 3 Lo
) t’lmp i. cimperf; |
peri(y
i 1°
W

SC:5 3be -en 4 by 2

5«2 Hypothetical Predictions of Errors Based cn the Contrast,

In the contrastive analysis the surface structutes as well as
the deep to surface structure differences of the auxiliary in Amharic
and English have been identified., The function of the auxiliaries of
each langugge in Jifferent sentence transformations has been contrasted.
On the surface, every constituent of thh auxiliary of each
language has a differnt structure. To realize the same constituent
frmm 8kep to surface structure, cach language may apply the same
transformational rulej but, this does not functicn in the samé way
in each language,

So, the prediction of errors which are indicated below is based
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on the comparison of the auxiliaries and sentence transformations

of Amharic and BEnglish Which has Peen given in the preceding chapter,

2«241 Aspect: Both in Amharic and English aspect is a constituent
of the auxilisry. A# showm in the contrast, the aspectﬁn Amharic is
different from the aspect in English,

Hence, an Amharic speaker in learning the perfective or progressive
aspeot may use the incorrect form of have with the -en suffix, or the
wrong form of be with -ing suffix with different persons and tenses
such as the following. (These errors have also been observed in English
teaching mlasses)

Eeg * 2. He have gc3 he have went or he have gone,

* b, He has go or he has went,

* ¢. They has go; they has went or they has gone,

* de I am play; I is play; I was play or I were playing.

* es They is playing ; they is play; they are play or they were play.

50242 Modal: Both Amharic and English have modals, The Amharic
speaker does not use the modal in his language to eéxpress permission,
probability, determination, ability or obligation like the modal in
English., so, he may use the wrong modals other than those correct modéls
expressed in the following examples,

Eog ae L Will go there.(to express determination)

be They nust study the Tesson, (to eéXpress necessity)
Ce He should come. (to express obligation)
de they can do it, (to express ability)

€e May I go out? (%o express permission)

Jwila’ Tense: In Amharic and English the tense-markers are different,

4 spegker of Amharic learning the tense in English may make errors
of the following types. (These are also actual errors committed by secondary
school students,)

E.g*a. He drink- water,

* b, He teachs or teachs English,

* co He learns English yesterday,
* &, He buy or buyed sugar,
* es He send or sended the letter,
* f, He hited the child,
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Selalt Questions: Cnostructigg questions in Englisn hay be very difficult
for an Amharic speaker because, A4S shown in the comparison, the
construction of g5 question in hig language is quite different from
that of EBnglish, Because of that an Amharic Spenker in learning
Questions 1in English may use an affirmative sentence ag Yes/No question
Or a question word in front of an affirmative Sentence like Wh-question.
°r he may invert the incorrect form of have, be, medal or do,
Eeg * a. He came? (Yes/No question)

* b.Why he came? (wh~Question)

* c. Have he came? (Yes/No question)

¥ d, Was the boys coming here? op Yas the boys come here? (Yes/No Q)

* e, Is I going there? or Is I go there?(Yes?No question)

il Has they gone to school? or Has they go to school?(Yes/No Q)
Se 2.5 Negatives: The negative in Amharie and English are not
the same, Hence, a Speaker of Amharic in Dearning the negative in English
may make the mistake of using not begore o Main verb or after a main
verhg without an auxiliary,
Eag * a. He hot go or he g0 not,
* be He not went or he went not.

* c¢o He not gone or he gone not,

De246 Tag Questions: Tag question may pe g serious Iearning

broblem to ap Amharic Speaker, The form of qQuestions which the writer
has considered ag tag questions in Amharic are very differnt frog the
tag question in English,

Speaker of Amharic May commit inp learning tag questioni&nglish.
Perhaps’ He may consider gs tag question Yes/NO negative questicns, Negative
Sentences or 1ike tag questions in Amhgric a positive sentenge
followed by hot., Or he May construyct the wrong form of tag in the second
part of tag question“constructions. (Errors of the following types
Are common in Secondary schools,)
Fag * 4. He did not come?
* b. Dia he not come?
Ce They have Bot played?
* de Have they not Played?



. She Was not p

He Comes poto

e They have com

The men cane,

The boy Comesg

Je The boys are

* g The bookg
* 4, The books
€a The booksg

So

Some of the errorg

» Patbern bractj

ere?

€ not?
don't they?
aren't they?
weren?y they?

isn't peo

don't pheo

didn't peo
playing, don't they?

Weren't they?

9

Passive ip

an auxiliary before , past barticipie
an auxiliary,
(These

arning Passiveg, )

& wrong forp of past

are Common Errors

man,
written by the man,
are wrote by the man,

Wrote by the mén.

and Engligh Day be one of the

Raster the auxiliary in English for 5 long

Ce May he Ohe of the

5ed on the ECllerative

auxiliaries discussed. The €Xercigeg

ight tq the ruleg, Thig May help
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