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ABSTRACT 

The the s i s is a contrastive study of the aux i liary in Amharic and English, usinG TG model. 
In the study, the s urface a nd deep structures of the a uxiliary in Amhar ic and English ha ve been described a nd analysed separately. The n , the surface structure contrast and the deep to surface structure contrast of the two l anguages have been investigated. 

On the basis of this contrastive analysis it his been found that the constituent s of the a uxiliary in English (i.e., Tense , Moda l and Aspec t) are systematically different from the constituents of tho a uxiliary in Amhar ic (i. e ., Aspect , Moda l a nd Tense) even in this order. Based on the result of th is comparison , hypothetica1 predictions of e rrors have been made which may be committed by Amharic s peaker s in learning the auxiliary i n EnGl i sh . 
Finally, p a ttern practice based on the genera tive and tra nsform­t i onal rules discuss ed in the st u d y has b een recomm e nded as a method of overcoming the predicted e rrors . 
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CHlIFfER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

L.l The ~roblem and Def i nitions of Term Used . 
Th i s thes i s deals with the problem of lea rninG the Engl i sh auxili~ry as enc ountered by s t ude nt s i n secondar y school s i n Ethiop i a . The wr i ter has been observ i nG thi s probl em for some years . Thi s may have been r ec ognised by ot hers , bu t the wr i ter of thi s st udy has not c ome across any researc h made on i t . 

Twaddell in his a na l ys i s of the a ux i l i ary i n Engli s h has t ouched upon t he diff i culty i n l earnins the auxi liary . He has \1rit t en about 
1 

t he i mportance and the h i gh f requency of thi s category of grammar . He has recogni sed t he grammar of the auxil i ar i es as a major l earning 2 probl em . 

In Ethiopia , the problem of secondary school students i n l earni ng Engl ish is simi l ar to what TWaddell has sai d . 30, the fo llowing i ncorr ect sent ences made by these students may show the ext ent of thi s problem . 

a . I go to school yest erday> b. I1y mo t her cooking f ood now . c . 11e had been eaten oranges . d . ~Je have study Enc; l i sh . e . I am open t he door . 
f . I was eaten my l unch . 
g . He WaS sent the l etter . h . The boy was came yesterday . i. I am not played football yest e rday . 

The causes of the above errors i n learninG EnGlish may be many . Accord i ng t o J ohansson an error Can be explai ned by interl i ngua l i nterference onl y i. e. , by the di fferenc es behle en the native a nd t he f or eiGn l anguage . Often an error could be descr i bed as be i ns due to i nterference wit hin the foreign language (intralingual i nterferenc e) . Somet i mes , t here i s no clear- cut boarder line between i nt erli ngual a nd intra lingual interf erence . 3 

I I/ . F Twaddell . The English Verb Aux i liari es . (Provi dence , Rhode I s l and: Brown University Vress, 1963 .) P.l 
21bid • p.25 
3Stig Joha nsson . "The Uses of Error Analysis and Contrastive Analysis." (Pa rt I) Lenguage Learnin;;; . 29(1975):251 
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In hi s a rti c l e on the same t op i c in th s s ame j ournal, Joh~nG son s a ys CA (Cont r ast ive Analysi s ) shoul d b e u se d t o ex pla in difficulti es which ha v e a lready b een obse rve d r 5the r t ha n to p red ict s uch dif f icuti e s. Beyond a nd abov e the imp or t ance o f CA in explai n ing lea rner' s d1fficuti es, h e p oint s out the a dva ntage of confronting two l a nguages, from the p o int of vi ew of t r a n s l a ti on the ory, language typology a nd the study of l a nguage univ e r sal s. I t can a l s o b e a n exc e llent way of highlighting the structure of t h e l a nguages compa r e d. This m~ans that CA could b o a n aid in formula ting a c c urate descriptions of individual 4 languages. 

To the writ e r' s knowl e dge , CA of the p r esent topic h a s not be e n done by a ny othe r person y e t. 

1. 2 Proble m 

1. 2 .1 St a t e me nt of the Pr oble m. I t was the purpose of the study, 1.2.1.1 To d e scribe and a nalyse the a uxilia ry in Amha ric and Engli s h; 

1. 2 .1. 2 To make a c ont rastiv e a na lys i s of the auxilia r y in Amha ric a nd Engli s h ; 

1.2.1. 3 To ma k e a hypothe tic a l pre dicti on of errors ba s e d on the c ontrast; 

1.2.1.4 To sugge t ta me thod of overcoming the pre dicted e rrors in teaching the Engli s h a uxilia ry to Amharic speakers. 

1.2.2 I mportanc e of the Study. The communicat ive use of English by students ha s b een de creasing c ontinuously in the g ov e rment secondary schools in Ethi opia . Th e r e a r e a numbe r of c aus es for th i s •• Ohe of the r eson s ma y be t h a t the t es t s a nd t h e e xa mina tions in s e condary schools a r e mul t iple c hoice t est s of t h e Ethi op i an Schoo l Le aving Certifica te Exa mina tion mod e l ( ECLCIC ) . Thi s c ondition has made the· stude nts deve l op the ir r ec ogni t i on skills a t the e xpe nse of their productive s kills. The t ext b ooks a nd t h e me thod of t eaching ~re orie nt ed t owGr ds the f ormer g oal. 

4St · 
I 

• 
19 J ohans son. 'The Use s o f Err or Ana l ys l s and Contras tiv G .i na lys is. " (Part .II) PP.331 - 334 
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So , in the present study, the structural di fferences of the 
auxiliary in Amha ric and English may be clearly seen. These diss imilarities 
may help to pred ict the likely areas of interfere nc e when Amha ric speakers 
learn English as a f oreign l anguage . Write r s of English tea ching 
materia l, as well as teachers of English hav ing i dent ified thes e area s 
of int erferenc e , will be in a better position to prepa re r e levant lessons. 

The soaution of this nati on-wide problem n~ eds a l ot of r esearch, 
and there is on a dequa te material 'on the p r obl ems of t eaching English 
to Amha ric speakers yet. It is hoped thht the present s tudy of Amharic 
and English auxilia ries may he l p in teaching the English auxilia ry 
to I;mharic speakeus. 

1.3 Review of Lit erature. 

Much has been writt en a bout cA and it s use in f oreign l a nguage 
teaching. So in light of the obj ective of this thesis, the growth, 
the development a nd the use of CA will be d isdussed brie fly. 

Literature On Contrastive Analysis 

Dykstra in a n article gives the dictionary de fini tion of "C.ont r a st" 
as diffe r ence in qua litie s as shown by c omparison. 5 

In a book on contrastive analysi s , Lotz in his "Introduct ory 
Remarks;I' aRso writ es about contrustive analys is: "Contrastive a na lysi s 
the close s crutinizing c ompa rison of two r e l nt ed it ems is, of course, 
old in the study of l angu uge .y6 

What Ruth Ifok has wri tten is close t o Lotz sta tement. She s ays 
presenting items i n contrast has been r ec ognised as a n effedtive 
teaching procedure at lens t since the time of Aristotle . Hok a lso 

5Gerul d Dykstra . "Perspective On the Teac her's Use of Contrast" 
La ngu§Be Learning.6(1956):1 

J ohn Lotz,. "Int roduct ory Remarksi' in Report of the Ninet ee nth 
Annua l Round Table Meeting On Linguistics and Language Studi es . by 
James E. Hl at i s (Vlashington D. C: Georgt own University Press , 1968 .) P.I 

-



-4-

writes tha t those who do no t ye t apply CA in t eaching c a n facilitate their work if they do SO ~ According t o Hok, contrastive analysis answers Two importan t questions of teach ing : these a re ; what items s ha ll I t each? a nd how shall I teach them?7 Afo lya n in his article on contra st ive lingustics a lso g ives three distinct uses of the contrast in teaching. The first is its being an efficient guide in det e rmining syllabus content. The second is its usefulne s s in e ffectiv e grading and s taging of syllabus ma t e rial selected . That is, in applying the well-tried educationa l principles from the known t o the unknown, the eas~ to the difficult or simple to complex. The third one is tha t it c a n provide help in th" presentation of mater i als in cla ss. 8 

Howe v e r, the a dvent of Chomsky 's revolutionary lingu*stic theory has turned t he a tt ent ion of linguists to both the surface and the d eep st ructure of language in the ir contrast. 
th So , Di P i e tro in his contribution t o the 19 Annual Round Table Meeting (1968) defines contras tive a na lysis i n the following way; ilCA c a n then be defined as t h e process,of showi ng how each l a nguage interprets universally s h a r ed feat ures' as uniq ue surface forms.,,9 Bes ides , Stockwell in his contribution to the same Meet ing wr it es tha t the underlying structures of l a nguages share an e no r mous amount of similarity, a nd the differences of s urface structure r e sult from different transformational rules. 10 

At present it appears tha t contrastive a nalysis is not only confine d to the analysis of s urface dif f erence of languages; but a lso to discover univer s a l fe a tures of l anGua ges and to a chieve ,,"ood results in tea ching both surface a nd deep contrasts of langua ges arc proposed by linguists. 

7nuth Hok. "Contrast : An Effect iv e Teaching Device." Lnngu!i!r;e Teaching.17 (1963) :118-122 
8A.~ foleyan . "Contra tivQ Lingui s tics and the Teaching of Eng lish as a Se c ond or Fore i g n Lf\nguage. " .Laneuage Teaching. 25 (1970) : 228 - 29 9 Di Pietro. i'Contrastive Ana lysi s a nd the Not ion of De ap a nd Surfac e Grammar . i, p. 68 

10Robert 1'.Stockwell. I.Con tra stive Analys is a nd Lar-sed Time." P.22 

-
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1. If The Tran s cript ions i n Text . 

In the contrastive stu dy of the Amharic and English auxiliaries, it has been necessary to transcribe the words ,phrases or sente nces of Amharic while comparing the two languaGe s . For this study, the following symbol s are used, based on the transcr i ptions in Bende r and Hailu' s Amharic Verb NorpoloGY. 
II 

p : vI bilabial stop j: v I palatal affric~te b: vd bilab i a l stop 5: vI palatal fricative ~: vI bilab i a l g lottal ized [: vd p a l ata l fric at ive m: vel bila bial nasal 6': vI palatal Glott a lized f: vI l a biodental frac at ive P: vd palatal nasa l t: vI a lve o l a r stop y: v d palatal s emi v d : v d a l veo l ar s t op k: vI velar stop s: vI a lveol a r fricative g: vd vela r stop z: vd a lveol ar fricative h: vI Glottal fricative w: v d bilabial semi v ?: vI g l ottal stop 1: vI a lveol ar g lot tal i zed ~: vI velar g l ottalized s': vI a lve o l ar g lottal i zed k'!' vI ve l ar glottalized l ab i a lizat ion n: vd alveolar nasal ~ vd velar stop l abializat ion 1: vI a lveol ar l ateral h~ vI glott~l fricative l ab i a liza tion r: vI a l veo l ar semi v \(';' v I ve l a r g lott a lized l a bia liz.""ti on c: vI pa l a t a l a f f ricate VOvlels 

i: fron t spread closed a : front spread open e: front spread half-closedu: back round c losed \: central spread closed 0 : back round half-closed ~: central spread half-open 

1.5 Theore tic*l Framework. 

th l1 illiam G. Houlton in an a rticle t o the 19 Annu a l Round Table Neet ing g i ves two re.asons for u s inG a model i n contrastive study. His first r eason i s t hat on e needs a scheme f or human langUaGe that will a cc ount for "hat one Ca n observe directly and infer indirectly. The sec ond is that i t i s practic~lly nec essary t o devic e a fram eHork which one can apply while cont r ast ing two language s. 

11M• Lionel Bender and Hailu Fulass . Amha ric Verb Horphology. (East Lans ing , Michigan : The African St u d y Cent er Michign State Uni~eTsity, 1978) P .l~ 

- I 
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According to Moulton , it~with such a framel10rk at one ' s dispesal that can one put the tliO languages side by side , note the contrasts, and t hen hope to unde r stand t he interference they will produce in t he 12 learner. 

I n t hi s study, the T •. G model has ""en used. Hence, the curgace structures of the auxiliary i n Amhar i c and English have been contrasted. An a ttempt has a lso been made to contrast the transformationali rules of t he auxiliar i es of both languages from deep- to surface st ructure. -FinQ{L1y, the writer has found useful Jacobs and Rosenbaum ' s method of analysis of the idiosyncrat i c features of an element in the deep structure as they have used i t in the l. r book EngL.sh Transformat ional. Grammar. The: usefulness of the feature analys :;.s i s stated in the words of J acobs and Rosenbaum as follow~: "These featu ',es may influence in important ways the choice of words lind arrangemen-'; of words in surface structure ,,13 

So , in thi s study their method of analysis has been adopted. Th~r method of analysis is essential in the description and analysis of the auxiliary in Amharic a nd English be c~use it clearly s hows the individua l feat ures of element of the auxiliar ~es in the deep structure. This helps to ident ify the e l eme nt easily. 

12 Mou]!ton. "The Use of Mode ls in Contrastive Linguistie.s." p . 28 l!3A. , Jac obs and Peters S. Roenbaurn . :i<;nglish Transformational Grammar.€New Delhi: Vliley Easter n Li mited, 1968. ) p . 62 

- - -- -
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CHAPTER 2 

The Auxili a ry in Amharic 

The a uxili ary in Amharic Shows past , present or future a ction a nd time and it a lso indic a tes probability or uncertainity of a n c:ction ,.hich is Go ing t o t a ke place , which ",ould ha v e taken placo o r "'hich h~s t a k en place . 
The past, pre sent o r futur e a ction i s i dentifi e d by a n aspect; the pas t , p r e sent or future time by a tens~ -marko r a nd the probability or unc ert a inity of an action (",hich i s go ing to tak e place, ",hich would ha ve t a k en p l ace o r which has t ak en pla ce) i s shown by a modal . B. g a . t,na nt matta (pe rf , pas t) 'He c ame yesterda y .' . ,. 

b. ly" ,;'In"tt a ( perf , n onpast) ' Look l He is coming .' 
c. mJtt~"'ll (c omplex s , t e ns e - marker ) ' He has c ome . ' 
d . m'ltton.lbborq (c omplex s , t ense - ma rker ) ' He had come.' • e . YL m~t aY l honall(complex s , moda l nonpa st) ' He ma y come. ' Therefore , the constituents of the auxili arie s a r e aspect , moda l and t ense. 

2. 1 Aspect . Asp ect dete rmines the morphological s hape of a v e rb r o ot whose consona nt r ad ic a l s g iv e the bas ic l ex ic a l mea ning of the verb ro ot and the v ~we l mo r phemes ( Rspect morphemes which Associ~te with the rad ic a l s ) ind ic a te the v a rious me a nings o f a verb e . g whethe r it is past , p r esent o r future action . 
B. g n h- d- (v e rb root) - e - ( a spect morphemes) 

h.£d~ t He went ' 
b. h- d - (v e rb root) - e -o ( aspect morphemes) 

hedo! ' He has eon e! ' 
c . -h-d (ve rb root) - e - ( aspect mo r pheme ) 

y 1 h2.d ? ' Hi ll he GO ?' 
Taddese in his Tense in Amha ric has clearly indicat ed the c on s t i t -u ents o f an asp ect 11 8 f o llovJs : ( 1 

Aspect --- -W PerfGctive ·t4 
i Imperfec t iv~ .. 

14 
Taddese Bayene. Tense in Amha ric. n . d Unpubli s h ed . P . 20 . 
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However , Hailu gives the parts of an aspect as ; 
,15 f Perfect ! , I ~ ___ ~, ~' Imperf ect I; ilspec t ~ 

lnten. r 
! .. Imrnin. j 

\lh.~H"ilu calls "perfect H a nd " imperf ec t aspect refers to the same da ta as the "perfective" and "imperfective" aspect of Taddese . Horeover, that which is included as " intentional" aspect is an imperfect ive aspect ' which begins with prefix n..=.. This mny be included under the 
~h(O . 

imp>3rfective aspect. But in the writer ' s analysis',,"imminent" Vlill be excluded, bec ause the verb fo rms wh ich Hailu considers as il immine nt li aspect are infinitives or verbal nouns which bec in with the prefix m' - . Here these verbal nouns will not be considered like other forms of verb roots which are grouped under the perfective and imperfective aspect ' because in sentences these verbal nouns perform the function of c. noun. 

E og a. lim3t'a. n3w (imperf, nonpast) 'He \-lill come.' 
b. limJt'.:", n ~bb.;lr., (imperf, past) 'He \daS ;,~oing to come,' , 

(infin, c. m ~!lI tatu n·,1. \0,} nonpa st) 'He is to come I 

d. m.)mfntu n ~ bb"r" (infin, pa st) ' He was to come ' So for this study the "aspect" will be taken as consisting of the "perfective" and " imperfective'; aspect only. 
2 . 1 .1 Perfective Aspect.Perfective aspect expresses present or past action. 

E.g a . t\.lat hed " (perf) ' He went in the morning. ' 
b. ,YiW hed) (perf) ' Look! He is going . ' lluilu states that the perfect aspect indicate a completed t ' 16 ml ' d " d ac lon. .11S escrlptlon oes not fit the example giv en in £ above: The perfective aspect in £ expresses n present Qction which is going on. (i.e . ,an incomplet ed act ion) 

15Hailu 
16Ibi d • 

Fulaas. 

p.3 
The Auxiliary in Amharic~ n .d Unpublished p.6 
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Besides , Lesla u wr it es tha t the perfect aspec t most of the time expr esses post tense . He odds that the term ' past ' ha s b e e n avo ided in his b ook bec a use the perfect occ o s i ona lly expresses tenses other than past. 17
This de scr iption d OeL< not e l oborate "hich t e nses in particula r a r e identifi ed by perfect aspec t. 

2 . 1.2 Imperfectiv e Aspect . An i mperfective asp e ct ind i cates p r esent or future a ction . 
E. g £l. . y,rnjt'a ll(irl1perf) ' He comes , he will come or he i s coming .' b . lim~~u n~w (imperf ) ' He wi ll c ome er ho i s go ing t o come. ' 

2 . 2 Modal. In Amharic "moda l" i s a n opt i onn l constitue nt of the auxilia ry. I t shows p r obability or uncertninity o f an act i on which is go ing t o t a k e pl ace , which ",auld have taken place , or which has t a ken place . , . a . saym~tc. ayk'jn m ' He ma y come. ' 
b . y . hed y,mis19Ct c.ll 'I think, he may go .' , 
c . Yl mgt n ~A.ll ' He would have come. ' , 
d . r.1 ~tt O norooll ' ·1 don 't kno\-I t ha t he has como.' . , e . YLm~t a y,hona ll or , 

y, mdt a y ,hon y Lhonall ' He may come. ' , 
f . m4ttO Ylnor y,honall 'Hav ing come , he may b e p re sent . ' However, a ccord ing t o Ha ilu , the modn l s in Amha ric a re only Y l h on and ~o He says ; 

The moda l s that a r e a p a rt of the Amha ric auxilia ry a r e y ehon and nora . ~he modnl y,hon (d e r ived fr om hand 'he became ' ) hns the s hape of the i mperfect . The mo1n l n or a (derived from the verb nori ' he +ived ') has the s ha pe of the gerund iv e perfect iv e . both y.hon nnd nora 18 &re fix ed , i. e ., they c nn not b e decl ined at n ll . 

17Wolf Leslau . Amhnric Textbook . (Wi esba den: Otto Harrassowit z. 1967 ) p. 64. 
18Railuo The Auxilia ry in Amha ric. p. 4. 
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However , t he modal i n ~mharic may not be l i mi ted t o only y.lloo D.nd E~.?I"£ . l.P h et e may even be more tha n those ~iven i n the examples above o 

Ha il~ a lso s iv e s restr i ctions f or the use of the modal i n Amharic . Ho st~tes th~t the modal i s an optional const i tuent of t he auxiliary; t he i~cdal does not occur with tho s i mple perfect and the tense- mn Bker , f or the mocb l is al""ys alld 0 19 
The tense - ma rker for the moda.l need not [l.. l \<luys be all .. ). Eog a s a ym,:' t 'a ayk', r,m)5' ' He may come .' 

b . y m.)ta y m·)sl..w n ",bb JO ' J' He thouGht he ,;auld come .' 
c , snymiit 'n ~k'~r~ D)b 1.J . ., r" , He would ho ve come . 1 30 , the modal in Amh~ric may be rewri tten as; 

110dal 

ayk,)r , m I 
:; y,m ,;, sl::.w " 

~ 
~ ---- ' "'i ; y IhonL y. hom 1 \ 

( 1 noro J \. .... 

2 . 3 ~'ense oln Amharic , tense i ndic<:,.tes the time of the act i on of a verb ., whether it is past or nonpast . 
Here, the description a nd analysis of the tense does net &i ffer much from Taddese ' S Tense i n Amhar ic~O In hi s analy s i s , t he c opulat i ve verbs (n;, ,, :lnd a lI i ) arc used with the same name , Vl i th pe rfect i ve nnd imperfect i ve aspect , to mako compl",]; sentenc es an" they a l so shO>I tho tense of these sentences . 

'l'he copulative verbs haY,", the snmo [1o r pholog lii.cal s ho.pes when t hey are userl DC copula ~n~ ns tcns& - rnarkers . Dut they do not have t he same sense when they a re usaf as copu l a and tensc - oarkers i n pred ic at i ve sentences on the one hc~nd and as tense - markers i n c omplex sentenc es on the oth8r . 

E. G <:I. e al':,'mu t \ mnr i ~ (copul a , nonp~1 st) ' a1emu i s a student.' b . al'r:lu G") nz -_,b 0.11; ,\1/ ( copul a , nonpast ) ' Alemu has money . I 

19I b · , "5 1. a .. 1. 
20 

Teddese. Te ns e in Amhar i c . PP . 1-26 
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c. a l3 mu lim ~t'n n<!w (C omplex s , nonpast ) ' Al emu Vlill come. ' d . al~mu m~t'toall (compl ex s , nonpast) ' Al emu has come .' 
lrere , t o s implify the analysis of tens e the copuLe in a predic lltive 

sentence " ill be referred to as both a "copula tive verb" a nd as a "tense­
marker li , but with D. complex sentence , only ns .J. iltense- marker" . 

The copulative verbs may show the state of beine or havinG certain 
cha r acteri stics. This i s i ndicated by the copu l n n~w. Or they may 
indicate possession of something by the copuln ~. 

E. g n • .:tbbabq ast ~mari nJ\\' ( copu l a , nonpust) ' HbGbe i s a t eacher .' b . abb~b~ ns t_ma ri nJbb1ri (c opul a , past ) ' Abebe wns a teacher. ' c . abb ilbd mls'haf a ll"" copula , nonpast ) ' Abcbe has a book .' d . abb.i'b<i m"s'haf noibb.;?rO''' (c opula , past) ' Abebe had a book.' 
Bot h all~ and ~ may a lso express the presence of a thing . E. C 

t SSU bet a lIi or .ssu bet n , w means , ' He is in the house .' 

2. 3 .1 Nonpast . The tense - markors f or nonpast arc a ll, a nd ~. 
Both all~ and niw a r e us ed "ith the perfective a nd imperf ective aspect 
to form complex sent ences . 

E. e 1. y , bal£l1 (Complex , imperf, nonpast) ' He eats , he will eat 
or he is eat inG.' 

The di fferent meaning s of the above exnmp l e may explicitly be 
indica ted by temporal adverbs . 

a . hulleize y . bar~ ( s i mple present , hab i tunl action) 
t He a l\"Jay s ent s. ' b. ~ y,b~l~ (simple future) ' He will eat tomorrow.' c . ahun y. b~lall (present cont inuous) ' He is e<lt ine .' 

2:-b.iltoall-rGomplex , perf , nonpast ) ' He has eaten.' 3 . libila n~w (complex, imperf , nonpast ) ' He \-lillea t or 
he i s ~o inG to eat .' 

2 . 3 .2 J:ast . The tense - marke r which shoVis past i s nioibb.ilra. 
However , the perfect ive aspect which i s used "ith s imple sentences has 
no vis i ble tense-marker on the surface structure . I t s hows past time 
unless one uses scme other temporal ndverb to shOl'! some other t i me . 

and 

, I 
E. G a . , SHU meltt a (e-imple , perf , past) ' He came .' 

b. , ssu rot' . ( s imp l e , perf , past) '" He ran.' 
c. ISSU hedi (simple , perf , past) ' He Vlent .' 

Hn,jIbbar.J," the past tense- marker i s a lso used with the perfective 
imperfectiv e aspect to 

I E. g a . y . rot n.ilbb~ri 
b. lirot' n .. bb"r~ 
c. rot'o n.bbilr,jt 

form complex sentences which a re past . 
(c omplex , impcrf, past) ' He was runninG. ' 
( comp lex, imperf , PElst) ' He via s to run. ' 
( comp l ex , perf , past) 'He had run.' 
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To summnrize , in Amharic a t e nse is e i ther nonpa st o r past~ 
In a pre d i c n tive o r c omple x s e nt e nce the no npa st t e nse - ma r k e rs a~e 
n :. >1 a nd a ll :· a nd the ir past t e nse- ma r k e r is n~ b b ,> r,) • Howe.v;el" •. . 
the pe rfe ct i v e a s pect wh i ch i s u sed wi th a simple s e nt e nc e i s a 
past tense . So , 

f Nonpa s t ) Tense---~ i _. 
! P,"st J 

"a l 14 ' No np a st ---t I ! 
" -) \ ;n· wj 

Past ----~ nvbb~r ;~ 

2. 4 The PS rules of the Amh n ric Auxi lin ri es . 

The pre ceding brief description a nd analys~ of the nuxi l i a ry 
i n Amh a ric ma y be summed up by the fo l lowing r e wr i te rul es . 

1. J .ux - - - - ~ ;,spect+ (Hod nl)+ Tense 2 . Aspec t----~r Perf e ct i v e 1 .. 'LImper fe c t i ve > 

3 . Hodn l -- - - , 

(aykldr ~ m 
I 
J y l m .. ) s1 2 H 

", 
I , 
I .. 

\. \ y , h onL,., h 't' f _ -;z ' onl ! L noro_~ ' ~ , 
~ 4 . Ten se ----- -} .\ Nonpast \ 

; Pas t '; 

\ all~ 1 5. Nonpnt - - - - -~ . ' , . 
i...n "d w 2 G. Fas t - -- -- -> nabbJr) 

C ~udit i ons : 1. I n gene r a ting n sent e nc e wh i ch h a S b ot h nn 
aspect a nd a t ense , only t he f ollowing c c mb in!l?t i ons a r e al l owed. a · CPer f , : 1 I mp e r f : , 

' 

" Gl+ i n ton ' + \ 
i \ a ll ;> ( 

!.. n<lb b.)d ! 
b . 1 I mperf + " n.)w j ~ n(.. bbtJr(; ! \ - -
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2. In generating a sent e nce which has a ll of the constituents of the auxiliary i . e., an aspect, 4modal and a tense only the foll0l1ing combinations a r e a llowed . 

E.g l. 

n . s a - +lmpe rf+nyk'ilr .. r.1+~ CS { , -'~n)bbor,) J 
b. iPerf '[ , !}lV ~ \. Imperf ~ +y . m"sl,);[ + i. n<lbb 'Jr" j 
c . F 'er f l ~ y.hon 1 + \y. hon ) + £1 114 1.Imperf j +~~ horo J 
d. Perf + y,hon + ndbb3ra 
a . m"lOto ! 'He has come! t 

b. y , mOlt'a ? 'Shall he come? I 

c . m;,t'toall 'Hehns corne . , 
<.t. y . mJt'a nabbd r~ 'He \.>-IflS coming. e . I l GlOit'a naw ' I will come . , 
f. lim;fn n.bb;;r; ' He waS going t o 

, 

come I 2 . a . s a ym3t'a ayk'·;r,m , ' He may c ome. ' 
b. , 
~'yrn Qt a 

c . y,m 4t'a 
d. yl.m . .1tn 

e. y I m ~t:a 

f. y , m,}ta 

a ykc·rdm n ;,bba ro 'He might ha ve 
y,nl'Jsl~ Hal l 'He th inks he will 
y c m "'Jsl~n'J n .bb;.rJ 'He thought he 
y jhonnll ' He may come. 1 

noroall 'He might have come .' 

come . I 

corne . , 

would c ome. 

g . nl ut't o y . hon y , honall ' Probably , he has come . ' 

, 

h. m.;,t't o nora y. honnll ' Having come , he may b e present .' i . m" t't o :\" h on nJbb~r) ' They mi ght ha ve come. ' j. mat't ~ ,[ Ylhon niibb·ara 'They mi ght ha ve come. ' Now the writer will a ttempt to show the de up structures of the 
auxilia ry in Amha ric and how they ~re r ealized f r om deep to s urface st ructure, using the foll owing exampl es . 

E. g a .. y . mJ t'G. l ~ 
b.mr;tta 
C p l SSU t~mari n~w 



s 

I NP VP Aux 

\ Te nse 

-~ ~:~n 1 In 
Sing 

~ l
-Jhst 1 III 

S :img 
. Mase . 

NP 
VP 

\ 1 

f ~~~~n 1 I II 
Si ng L Ma sc _ V(root) r

· lmperf J I II 
Sing . S~ng 
Masc . Mfl5C 

It may be r ealized i nto s urface structure by appl ying the 
fol l owing rules : 

a. By i dent i ca l noun phrase delet i on ru l e ; th i s deletes the 
pronoun subject of the embedded sentence: 

I SSU + ~ S SU + m- t - a ll + all~ 
, SSU + m- t - a l l + 0 11# b . By copy i ng the cor rec t i mpe rfect aspect i nto t he verb r oot : 

I I SSU + m~aall + al l _ c. By delet i ng the tense of t he embedded sentence ,.h i ch i s 
s i milar to the tense of the matr i x sentence : , 

ISSU + md.ta + nll ~ d . By aff i x-hopp i ng wh i ch attaches the tense - ma rk er to the 
imperf ect a spect a nd pr ef i xes the correc t persona l affix to the verb: I l SSU + y, milt nl l e . By deleting the subj ect of the ma tri x sentence nfter the 

ve r b has go t its persona l a ffix whi ch ind i cates the subject: y,m~t'all 
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S 

------ ----'~ NP yP AUX I V ,'\ spe~~nse ,- Pro . 
Human II 
IlL 

L
' Sing i 

Mnsc J 

I \ \ I r i~~f -I f i~~t l, i S ing ~ I Sing ' V(root) l Nasc J l Masc 
It is realized into surface structure as follow~ : 

a . by cppying the c orrect perf aspect i nto the verb root: !BBU + m- t -
(BBU + m~tt/~ b . By a ffix-hopping which attaches the tense - marker to the perf a spect . 

Here, the tense - marker of this simple sentence i s past which is not visible 

on the surface structure: 

'ssu + J!lJt't'a + ~ c. By deleting the sub j ect a ft e r the perf aspect has g ot it s correct 
personal suff i x: 

mot't'a 

C . I BSU t')ma ri n d W 

S 

-----------~ -----------r :C~_ co~nse - Pro 
N1 I \ Human -i C Comm r b e ing j - - Past -I 

\ III i \ Human \ III , III \ Sing I \ III I Sing I Sing I J Slng I 
I 

~ Hasc 
l' 'I t Nn5C) i; Hase .1 

Masc 
I t ma y be r ealized into the surface s tructure by attach i ng the 

correct tense - marker to the c opula . He re, the t e nse - marker becomes 
part of the copula. Then , the copula will be the tense -ma r ker as well 
a s the verb of the s ent e nc e . Aft er that , by repla cing the idiosyncrdtic 

f eatures of each constituent with the correct e l ement. 
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2.5 Sentences in Amharic . The mc. in ni m of this sub-section is to 
describe the position and the function of the Amhc.ric auxiliaries 
in the a~firmative a s well as in the different tra nsformations of 
sentences . 

Here , the norma l orde r of the Amharic sentences will be considered . 
2. 5 .1 Aff irmative Sentences . In this discussion the , int erest i s 

in the aff irmat ive sentences which ha ve separate subject , ob ject or 
attri but e , verb and auxiliary . 

Cottere l l in hi s article entitled "The Amhnric Pri'ma ry Netural 
Sentence , " quotes the resea rch mc.de on Amhar i c language by Hussel G. 
Davis. The quotat i on rends , "The verb in the I nst position is fi rmly 
fixed i n written Amha ric . Of our total of 1 , 697 sentences we found 

., ,,21 

only 20 occ urrences of a verb that \ins not in the last posl tlon. 
From the observation of the writer of this study in Amharic speaking 
communities this Ca n be confirmed for in spoken Amha ric as well . 

In the final sect i on of his a rticle Cotterell writes about the 
order of the a ffirmative s e nt ence as the subject coming at the 
beginning of a sentence , followe d by a d i rect indirect object and fina lly the verb comes at 

obj ect , then the 
22 the end . \olhat Dm<kins has written about the order of the Amha ric sentences 

is not different from th.'lt of Cotterell. When subject , ob j ect or 
a ttribute 1).re independent of the ve rb form, the normal , but not 
invar i able , order is; subject , object or attribute and ve r b . 23 This short explanat i on indicates the common order of the Amharic 
sentences . So , in a sentence , the pos i t i on of the ~uxiliaries i s 
with the verb root at the end of a sentence . An a ffirmative sentence 
in Amharic may be rewritten as ; 

S ·---~NP + VP + Aux 

~.p. Cotterell. "Tlffe Ambaric Pr i mary Neutrc,l Sentence." 
Journa l of Ethi opian Studfes . 4 , No . 2(1966) p . 20 . 22:tbi d . p . 30 . 

23C . Ho Da",k ins. Tbe Fundamental of Amharic. (Add i s Ababa : 
Suden Interior Mi ssion , 1960 .):37-40 . 
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E. g a. b 4Kk'ol,) I n j~ ra -:£.' b ,11'111 
NP VP ,lUX 

b. l'jju kwnss 1. c''''Ht n~w 
NP VI' AUX 

c. a bb,)b,j [lste. mo.r i nJbb~r() 

NP VP J\UX 

' Beke l e eats inj era, BeRe le will 
e".t inj e r a or Bakele is eat ing inj eru. I 

b~ " 
' The~~ill play f oot bal l or 
the boy is go ing to pl ay football.' 

' Abe be was a teacher. ' 

2 . 5 . 2 Quest i ons. Unde r this s ub-t opis the d i sc uss i on i s limit ed t o the common orde r of questions in Amharic. Like the a ffirmative sentences , Amharic questions have ~ common order which is used in spoken a nd in written Amha ric. 
There a r e two types of questions : The first may be called Yes/NO questions [lnd the second \·Ih-quest i ons. 
2.5.2.1 Yes/No questlons . A. sentence is transformed into a Yes/No question by intona tion or by adding -n, or w,, -:£. at t he end of a n a ffirma tive sentence without chang ing the f orm ~nd tho ar der of the s entence. The three ways of tra nsforming sentences into a question do not differ in meaning. They are int erch"'ngaab~e. Anyone of the three may be used as an a lt ernat i ve of the other two. 

E. g ~ . ts su h ed;;+ int on? ; 'Did h e go? f ¥ssu h ed.) "'n, ? l , 
tSBU h ed:l + woy? \ 

b. , SBll hedoall + inton? I ~. 

l. t SBU haoall + nl ? 'Hus h e gone ? ' ~ J , BSll hedoa ll + 1,/)y1 
c. . SBU hedon"bbJr,) + "i nton? \ 

I,. SS U h adon ~b b~ r .. + n t ? ~ ' Had he gone? i , sall hedonJbb ~r .3 + w<:."": y? 
However , nowada y s , in spoken us \o/ell a s in written A"tlharic ~ i s more commonly used to ask a question than the othe r two . At present, -n ~ is rarely used except in formal spe ec h and i n writt en ~mharic. Asking que s ti on by intonation i s usually hea rd i n spoken Amha ric. 

The common order of a n Jlmhar ic a ffirmative sentence is NF ... VP + J\UX'. To transform t hi s i nto a question one of the three ways of chang i ng an af firmative sentence i nto a question i s attach ed to the e nd of the 
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E.g a . b ~Kk'oL) Inj ira ;:t, b 01<1.11 

NP VP ;IUX 

b. l,jju kwnss 1, c'ilI"t n~w 

NP VP AUX 

c. abb~b,) n.st;,.,mnri n~bb~ri-) 

NP VP JlUX 

' Bakele eats injera, BeRele will 

eat injera or Bekele is eating 
inj erc.. ' 

U:."" 
'The~will play football or 

the boy is going to play football.' 

'Jlbebe was a teacher .' 

2.5.2 Questions. Under this sub-topis the discussion is limited 
to the common order of quest ions in Amharic. Like the affirmative 
sentences , Amharic questions have ~ common order which is used in 
spoken and in written Amharic. 

There fire two types o f questions: The first ma y be called 
Yes/No questions and the second 1:lh-questions. 

2.5.2.1 Yes/No quest10ns. ~ sentence id transformed into a 
Yes/No question by intonat i on or by adding -n. or Wd;:t at the end of 
an a ffirmative sentence without changing the form and the ~rder of 
the s entence. The three ways of transforming sentences into a question 
do not differ in meaning. They are intercha ngaab1e. Anyone of the 
three may be used as a n a lternative of the other two. 

E. g a . (SBU hed~+ inton ? J 'Did he go?' ~ssu h edc) "n, ? \ , 
(ssu h ed:1+ woy? 

b. , sau hedoall + inton? 

I ~. 
, SBU haoall + n, ? ' Hus h e gone? ' 

" J o$SU hedcall + H .,y'l 

c . , SBU hedon.,bbar,) + inton? , 
I.SSU hedon"bb;lr;; + n(? ~ 'Hud he gone? 

! 
.SBU hedonJbb~r .~ + w.;.,: y? 

" 

Howev e r, nowaday s , in spoken us well as in wri tt e n Alilharic w:;y" 
i s more commonly use d to ask a question than the other two. At 
present, - lll is rarely used except in forma l spe e ch Gnd in written 
~mhar i c. Asking q uest ion by int o nat i on i s usually hea rd in spoke n 
Amharic. 

The common order of a n Amharic a ffirmat ive sentence is NP • VP + l\UJ0.. 
To tra nsform this int o a question onB of the thre e ways o f changing 
an a ffirmative sentence into a question is attac h e d t o the end of the 
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a ffirmative senbe nce order . So, t r ansfo r rentionul rules may be 

rewritt e m .::to ; 

Ye s/No Question Transformation 

aD : Q + NP---VP---Aux r ~R~ on 1 
,_ w-,y j SC : 1 2 7, 

/ 4- -- 2-3-4 

In the Structure Change Q is rep l a ced by one of t h e three 

q uestion forming par t icle s. 

The exumples given a bove in a a nd b may h a ve the following 

deep structures r espect ively. 

no The deep structura of the sentence in &~ 

Q 

c Pro -~ 
, I 
I Human j 

• nI 
Sing! 
Mc.sc V(root) 

j
( Perf Ii 

III 
I Sing; 
l_ Nasc 1 

Past -, 
III j 

Sing i 
\ j 
'. Nasc " 

It ma y be realized into surface structure question as follows: 

a. By copying the pe rf aspect i nto the verb root : 

Q + ,ssu + h-d­

Q, + ..ssu + h~dil. 

b. By tense-a ffix that attaches a tense-marker to the p e rfoctive 

aspect which is not visible on the surface structure: 

Q ... ,ssu + hed '. j + (b 
C. By substitut ing-the question marker by e ithe r ~nton,-~, or w.y 

: ~ 

~ t the end of the sentence to change thQ SQntgnc~ inte a surface 

structure question : 

' ssu + hed ., 
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b . The deep structur~of the sentence in b. 

/' ~--
;/'~ ~ P r,Ux / rp

" I 

/
., I Tej nse 

I Pron ", 
: HUClQ.nl 

// I III ~ 1'- -Pas t I ,/ i . ' III , Slng 1 sa Q : Hasc . S I I' ng 
.~~-r-~sc ! 

!'iP VP ftUX 

i i\ i,s~~1 so 
I n ron ', \ 

I
, Humc, n I j' peIrlfI "j i - Past 1 

II I I ~ III ! 
Sing I \ i Sing! I Sing j Hasc V (root) ! Masc i !. M:J.sc J 

The question may be realized into surfDce struc ture ns follows: 
a . By i denticnl subject de letion rul e which deletes the subject of 
the ombedded sentence : 

~ + ,ssu + ,s su + h -d-nl l + alD 
~ ~'SSU + h6d-Dll + al12 

b. By copy i nS the perf aspect into the verb root to g iv e the verb 
the corrBct shnpe: 

Q + ! ssu + hed o:J. ll + 0.112 
c. By deleting the tense-marker of the embedded sentenc e which is 
ictentic <l l"":v, the tcnse - mo. rker of the matrix sentence: 

Q + ,ssu + hed" + a ll;; 
ct. By tense-aff ix which attaches the correct tense -mu-rR:er to the verb : 

Q + ,ssu + hede~l l 

e. by substitut i ng the question ma rker by either int on, - n, or w:;,y 
a t the en6 of the sentGhce : 

,ssu + hedo"ll + i nton ~ -n ' . 
w:/j J 
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2 . 5 . 2.2 vlh-quest ions. Vlhen Dawkins discusses the order of sentenc as , 

he says that a word or a phra se that is to be eJhnsized should be 
A 

p:J.aced before a verb. Dawkins Goes on to say that nn interrogative. 

word or phrase, since the whole interest of the question lies on it, 
24 is geneJ;ally used before a verb. 

So , here, the discussion about Hh- questions will be lim.ited only 

to question words which a re pl aced before a verb. 

In ilmlic'lric. these interrogat i ve words are either interrogative 

pTonouns or a dverbs . The most important ones a re: 

Pronouns 

m.n ' what' 

mann ' who ' 

yt)tu ' which ' 

~dverbs 

mace 'when' 

yat 'where ,. 

,ndet 'how ' 

lam.n ' why ' 

E. g a .• ,ssu min wiss. d,? ' \1 ha t did he take? ' 

b. mann t. c<i)ll gall~h? ' v!hom are you looking for? 
• 

Cl.. mace t .mtitaI I.h? ' Hhen will you come? ' 

d'. Yilt hed.;>h n~bbOlr.? ' ''here had you gone? ' 

Based on the previous discussion nbout the common order of the 

affirmative sentences a nd this short I\nalysis of the Hh-question, its 

transformat i on may be written as follows: 

Wh-guestion Transformation 

SD: Ci + N}'- VP- Wh Q-Aux 

SG. : I 2 3 4 5---~ (2) - 4- 3- 5 

In the v!h-quest ion transformat i on , the N'!;l Vlhich i s represented 

by ~ is opt i onal . ,Ihen the question i s about the NP it is obli Gatorily 

omitted . The question word is represented by !:i:. prec edes the VP which 

is shown by 2 and then the auxilia ry i s followed and that is indicnted 

here by 2.. 
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Jacob s a nd Rosenbaum consider a 11 question in English as 
i'nterrogative pronouns. They show the diffe r ence between the 
interrogative pronouns a nd adverbs in the f eature a na lys i s of a 
question word.. So, J acobs a nd Rosenbaum say , "\>iN-questions are 
questions a bout . noun phrases. The ,Ill-ques tion words 'who '. 'what', 
'when ' ,. 'wnere '" and 'which' a r c int errogat ive pronouns.,,25 

lIence , tn the a na lysis of \>ih-question in Amharic the writer of 
this study has applied J a cobs a nd Rosenbaum·' s method of ana1ysis 
because the writer thinks that in tha analysis of Wlr-question in 
in Amharic, it will not be wrong if both the inte rrogative pronouns 
a nd adverbs aro included under the interrogative pronouns as l ong as 
their diffe rences a re clearly indicat ed in the features of the 
individua l quest i on word . 

1'ho i.nt e rrogative pronouns a r e replaced by pro-constituents j;n 
t he deep structure i.e., elements which are not specifi,ed. 

The Amharic interrogative words may be replaced by the following 
p~o-const ituent s in the de op s tuucture . 

m·,n by a nd n'gclr 

mnnn " a nd s ~w 

mice " and gize 

y.t by and bot a 
,ndet fI a nd hunet n 

lam,n " and m.lkniya t 
The vlh-questions in a a nd b ma y ha ve the following deep structures. 

a .lssu m,n w~ssilda? 

from the deep structure ISSU a nd n~gdr "lilsso ~C} 

NP "ltux 

/ !""v Asr~~nse 

l-pron] ~- pJon 1\ I Hur.lO.n . - an ima te . ~erf 'J lpast J III concrete III III 
Sing and n~g.r Sing Sing 
Ma sc ' Wh- V (root asc Masc Q 

25Jacobs a nd Rosenbaum. English Tra ns formationa l Grammar. p.153. 
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It may be r ealized i nto surfa ce s tructure Vh-question as f ollows: 
a . By copying the proper per f ec t aspect i nto the verb root: 

Q + ,ssu + a nd ndgir + w-s- d­
Q + . ssu + a nd nig~ + wdssada 

b. By t e nse- a ffix that at t ac hes n tense-marker to t he perf aspect 
a nd it is not vi s i ble on the surface structure : 

Q + , ssu + a nd n~gdr + w3ss~d' + ~ 
c . By r epl acing the question ma r ker by and n~gir in fr ont of the 
sente nc e : 

• , which i s the surfac e structure equva l ent 
"­subjetrt a nd the perf aspect in place of 

d . F i nally , by inserting ~ 
of a nd nlgi r between the 
a nd n~Q\r 

,ssu + mtn + w.ss~d~ 
, ssu m , n ' !i)ssad..l? 

b. mann t , f~l. gall~h? 
from the deep structure a nto) a nd s iw t. fcill, gallilh 

-

Huma n ... . 
II 
Sing . . [

pron ] 

M~S 

N\P /~ NP V 

[

pr on j-\~~hn 
Huma n:I 

II Sing 
Sing I and s llw 
Ha sc t Vlh-

.... 

Aspect 

\ 

lImperf! n 
Si ng 

V(root) Ha sc _ 

--
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The surfac e structure of thB wh-question mny bo realiz-ed in 
the following ways : 

a. By idcnticil subject deletion rule which deletes the subject of 
the e mb e dded sentence : 

., 
Q + ant ~ ~- ant t + a nd SdW + f-1-g -all +all~ A 

Q -;. ant ., + and s ,'w + f - l - g - e>.ll +8.11"-
b. By c opying the imperfect ive aspect into tho verb root: 

Q + unt~ + and S i~ + f 21.g, a ll + a lIi 
c . By identical tense-marker deletion rule, this deletes the tense ­
marker o f the emedded sentence: 

Q + a nt? + a nd s . w + f l l.g + a lIa 
d. By a ffix - hopping that a tt a ches a personal affix and a tens e -ma rker 
to the perf aspect : 

Q + ant .. "' + and S .1"1."1 + t.:.. .... Jl. gall.·Jh 
e. By replacing the question ma rker by a nd s.)w i n front of the 
sentenc e: 

and saw + anti + t . f . l , gallJ 
f. By inserting ~ which is the surfa ce structure quivalent of 
and S'N b e tween the subjoct and the imparf aspect i n place o f and s~w: 

ant~ + munn + t.f~l , gll ~ 

g. By subject deletion , her e the subject of the sentence is deleted 
after the verb has got its proper subject ~ ffix; 

mann+ t-. f.;;l'lo;all ·h 

mann t,f ,\ l . galDh 

2 . 5.3 Negatives . The following quotation from I senberg's book 
summar i zes about the diffe rer. t forms of t h e n egativ e idAmha ric. , 

The negative participles a - , n l-m and 
a - m a r v j o ined to the Finite vorb. al -m 
is used throug h ou t the Pretrit e; and with the 
first person singular o f the Present Ten~e. In 
t he other persona l forms, the J~ is ejected, Bnd 
a~~ r emains. The mere n - is us ~d in th& subjunct~ 
iv e , , a nd in a ll cases where the n~§ativ c verb recelves any Qdditicnal prefixes o 

26Ch 1 " '1" ar e s wl ~1am Isenberg ~ Grammar of the Hmharic Language. 
(London: Richa rd \'la tta, Crown Cour t, Temple Bar, 1842) P .152 
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I senbe r g a l so g ives exo.mpl es of t he f ollowinr:; types f or hi s a na lysis . 
E. g 0. . Pr et eri t e 

b. Pr es ent Indi cat i ve 

I c. Sub junctive 2ym~t a 
I at m'ta 

d . With a dditiona l pre fixes which a bsorb the '1 -

bihed (pos) 

b2yhed (neg ) 

~m~t . m.1as (pos ) 
y~ffim2t. m _l~s (neg) 

e . a JA- i s p re fix ed t o Infinitives 

212.ma wak' 
a ljffidt aZZ;)Zz 

Armbrus t er in t he J:nitia Amharica 27 a nd Dawkiins in The Fundamenta ls 
of Amha ric 28 have a na lysed the nega t ive in Amha ric in the s ame ma nne r 
a s Isenberg . 

However , in Amharic there a r e a l so t wo wo r ds which f or m the ir 
ne go.tives i n a spec i a l wa y . These a r e ~ a nd ~. The nega t ive of 
~ is y_llim a nd tha t of ~ is ayd .nUm. 

E. g a . "BBU ~ 
t SSU ;Z:ill~m 

b. , S BU n~w 

\.BSU az d il:!jm 
So , the negative tra ns f ormation in Amharic may be s ummed up by 

the following symbol s . 

SD: Neg +, NI'-VP- Aux 
SC,: :1. 2 3 -4 

27 C • It. Armbrust er. Init i a Amha ric a . (London: Cambridge Uni ve r s :lty 
Pr ess , 1908.) PP.115- 119 . 

28D k' a w l.ns . The,Fundame nt a l s of Amha ric. PP.62- 64 . 
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In the Structure Cha nge the neg~t ive marker i s r epla c e d by a negative f orrninB morphemes or prefixes and s u ff ixes or pre fixe s only . Bes i des , i n the a bove rules the p r e fix be is u sed b e for e a negative prefix when a word b eg ins with ~ or the prefix it!!! is used be fore a n egativ e pre fix wh e n a wo r d b egins with ~. Rence , a negative f orm i s selected fr om the a bove rul es accord ing t o the form of a v e rb. The tw o negative sentences in ~ a nd £ ma y ha v e the foll owing deep structures . 

Neg [

pron -. 
Huma n 
III . 
S i ng 
Fom J "<0.') 

ux 

As0ense 

\ 

[

Perf l' III 
S i ng 
F ern . 

\ 

[

Pas t J III 
Sing. 
F ern . The negativ e sentenc e ma y be r eali zed int o s urface structure : a . By c opying the perf aspect int o the v e rb r oot : 

Neg + ," sswa + h-d­
Neg + . sswa + h~d£ 

b. By a ffix-hopping whic h g ives the correct p e r sona l a ffix and t e nse­marker to the perf aspect : 
Ne g + ISSWa + hed~cc + , 

c. By negative affix which prefixes a l- a n d s uf fixes m t o the perf aspec t in pla c e of the negat iv e marke r: 
. sswa + alhedilccl.!!.'. 
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S 

~----NP VP -XUx 

// 
Ne'g 

I 1,Lse 

\

- P;on~ \ I 
Human i \ 1- -lI'ast~' III j , III 
Sing I : l Sing 
F ern 1st Fern , 
/\"---~--- ,,' 

NP Vp AUX 
/ ' I Aspect ~n6e r Pron -, I \ i Human i - Imperf{ )- -l'ast-: ! III III III : l ~!~g J V(root) ;!~g ~ P!:g J Th e Transformational rules which r eal ize the ne gativ e sentence are: 

a . The identica l subject deletion rule which deletes the sub ject o f the embedded sentenc e: 
Neg +,sswa + ,sswa + h-d-al l + al l~ 

'N'eg + , SSW" + h-d-nll + alL. 
b. By c opying tho imp e rf aspect into the verb root: ~ ~:'W' ;) . 

Neg +A h!:.dall + all(l 
c. By dele ting the tense -ma rker o f the embedded sentence which is identica l with the tense - mark e r of the m~trix sentence : Neg + ,sswa + h e da + all.1 
d. By affix-hopping which ot tadhes the correct personal aff ix a nd tense - marker to the imperf aspect: 

Neg + Lss wa + t t hedq l14cc 
e. By Neg-affix wh i ch prefixes a - and s uffixes -m t o the impe rf aspect in p l a c e o f the Neg-m~rke r: 

\.s swa + r:\ t , heda m - -
sswa ~t .hed .. m 
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2.5 . 4 Tag Questi ons. Th e re f e r e nce s that the writer hns consult ed say nothing a b out tag questions in Amharic exc ept Dawkins's The Fundamental s o f Amha ric. Ev en this b ook does not say directly that there are t ng questions in Amha ric . The b ook only mentions th e e x i stenc e of a ne the r negative constructi o n quite distinct frem the r egula r negat i v e sent enc es . Thi s negative const ructi on is used for a sking D question which expec ts a n affirmat iv e answe r. 
Accord ing to Dawkins , t o c onstruct these negatives the gerund o r the continge nt is followed by an a uxil i ary verb i n the negative. 29 
In thi s study those special n egativ e constructions will b e conside r e d as t ug quest i ons in Amhar ic bec a use the y are more or l e ss comparable t o 

s e ntences . 

E.g a . 

b. 

c. 

the 

I SS U 

\ ssu 

t SB U 

t ag questions in English than oth e r Amhar i c 

y.~O~a ya llJm? ' He will drink, won't h e? 
t ,n'to y ,~ ll"m? ' He has drunk , hl\sn'tbe? 
~~tto a lnabb ;)rc)m? ' He ha d drrunk, ha dn ' t he ? The nega tive auxiliar i es which are usually us ed a ft e r the gerund o r c ontingent in this type of ccirnstructi o n s a r e yd l1Jm and alni) bb"riJ~. Therefore, the sentence construction which is cons i dered h e r G as t ag question in Amha ric may b e rewritt en as : 

SD: 

se: 

Tag Ques t i o n Transformation 
Tag ': + 

1 

NP-VP- AuX r y"lllm 1 
2 t; 4 ----~ 2- 3) t Ii + Al-m ; f 

In t h e transfo rmat i ona l rules , the Tag Q~marker is replaced b y the morpheme y.ll,i m or the pre fix and suffix c l - !!!. 
The de e p s tructure s of the f ollowing two tag quest i ons i n a mha ric ma y b e represen t ed as : 
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/1~------/ "--- -----
Human I 1- -Past J 
III \ III I 

Sing I \ Sing , 
I Masc I S Masc ! 

/~--------- ' 

NP Y /ll~ 
V Aspect Tense 

1
- Pron -, 

Humant 
\ III ; 

!' Sing \ 
.. l"1asc J 

\ - I \, 

\' I:~~r -~ II s:~!~t II \ , 
\ 

V(root) Hasc J H/l,sc"_ 

It may be real ized into surface structure a-s' follows:, 

a. By indentical subject deletion rule which deletes the s ubject of 

tho embedded sentence: 

Tag Q + ,ssu + ,ssu + t-t-all + allJ 

Tag Q + ,ssu +t-t-all + alld 

b. By copying the imperfect aspect aspect into the verb root: 

Tag Q + ,ssu + t ,.1;'a"ll + all. 

c. By deleting the tense -marker of the embedded sentence which is 

similar to the tense-marker of the matrix sentence: 

Tag Q + j SSU ... t ,~ta + all' 

d. By affix-hopping wh ich attaches the corre ct personal affix a nd 

tense-marker to the impe rf aspect: 

Tag Q, ... " , y.! t ~tnll 

e. The tag question ma rker triggers the trnnsformation of the positive 

tcns 0-ma vk er by its oppos i te negative tense-mn rker and thereby the 
• 
tag question marker is deleted: 

'ssu ,. y.t'at'a ... Ydll;)m 

,GSU y . t .. t'a y~ll)m? 
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b. 
, , 

.ssu tiltto alnJbbJr~m ? 

S 

/ 
Tag Q 

A"':::~~ v-;--- --- --- AUX 

/, '" j : I I Tense 

\

- Pron -I \ 
H±~~n '\ \- P~~i I 

Sing , Sing 
L Masc! ..._____r--. Masc 

______ i ______ 
NP VP ~ 

\ 
I /~ ~ 
V Aspect Tense 

i )Oron 1 \ \ \ 

1
, H~~~n I' 1- i~~f r -Ii~st ~ 
~ing Si ng Sing 
Mase . V (root) Mace Masc J 

The surface structure may b e r ealized in the following ways: 

a. By idintical subject deletion rule which deletes the subject of the 
"-

embedded sentence: 

Tag Q + , ssu + , ssu + t-t- n]bb~r + nibb'rd 

Tag Q + ,ssu + t'-t-n;,bba r +l1ibbdr3 

b. By copy i ng the perf aspe ct i nto the verb root: 

Tag <01 + ,ssu + t':!t~ n3bbJr. + nJbb,lr;J 

c . By deleting the tense -marke r of the emb e dde d s e ntence that is 

identical with the tense - marker of the ma trix sentenc e : 

Tag Q + l SSU + t',)ta + n '~bbJrd 

a. By a ffix-hopp i ng which attaches the correct personal affix and 

tense-marker the perf aspec t : 

Tag Q + ,ssu + t'J ttC.+ n abhlra 

e . The tag que s ti on marker triggers the pre fixing of al~ to the 

tense-marker and the suffixing of -m to it and then the tag que st ion 

marker i s deleted: 

.ssu + t ' ~t'cr)+ ~nabb",ra !!! 

, ssu t·At-()aln a bb"r~m? 
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2.5.5 Pas s ives . Tek l e Mariam writes th, t when an active sentence 

is transforme d into pa ssive , the subject bec omes an object of the 

preposition ~- ana the object bec omes subject . 30But he does not say 

a nything about the f orms a verb takes in the transformnt i vn of passivws. 

On the ot her hand , Da,/k i ns says that the princ i pal part s of the verb 

which ha ve no prefixes such as s i mple perfect , ;~ rund a nd agent 

simply add the passive prefix ~- and it s other parts a re i dentica l 

with the basic form. And in those principa l parts of t he verb which 

have pre f ixes , such uerbs a re continGent , jussive and infinitive the 

passive pref ix t~- is ass i milated by the first r adical, which there by 

becomes doublad or g amina ted . 

\'/hen he g oes on to writa ab out the passive forrr. of an i mpera t i ve 

Dawkins s a ys tha t its pass ive prefix t ~· - is not a ssi milated by the firs:tt 

r ad ica l, which t here for e , does not nouble . Ab out tha verbs whose radical 

is ! , Da wkins writ e s tha t the pa ss i ve prefix and the f i rst rad ical 

unit e t o form ta o This ta is r etained throughout the con jugat i on, 

and it doubles a s the first r adical ir the impe r fe c t f orms of a 

verb when it becomes passive . 31 

In Amha ric passive sentenc e , the object is alm ost always menti one d 

as a separate f orm of a verb , but the agent i s r a rely or not at a ll 

mentioned . 

B. B a . bet u t.i} "rra (comm on) ' The house was built. ' 

betu b.jlijju t ,. s;rra (ra re) ' The house ,las built by the boy ' 

b . zafu ydckor .llt'all (c ommon ) ''Ehe tree ,,,ill be cut or the t ree 

i s being cut ., 

zafu b0s ; w,yy~w y,~~o r ~t'all (ra re) ' The t ree will be cut by 

the ma n or the tre~is being cut by the man! 

The f ollowing a re different forms of pass ive sentences in 

Amha r i c. 

E. g B . betu t~~drr~g (perf) ' The house was cleaned.' 

b , betu t't~rGoall (perf) ~The house ha s be en cleaned.' 

30Tekle Har i am Fant a ye . Hohot G Tebe be . ( Ad,cis Aba ua : Central 

Print~~G Pres s , 1964 E.C.) P. 53. 
Dawkins. The Fundament a ls of .'.mhar ic. PP.40-43 . 
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" c. betu y,t targalI (imperf) ' The hous e is cleaned, the house will 
be cleaned or the house i s be ing cleaned.' I , d. betu ~tt~r~gu n~w (infin) ' The house i s t o be c l eaned.' e. m.st!ru t a wwak';). ( pe rf) ' The secret was known.' 

f. m . stru Y I tt aww.ikall (imperf) 'The secre t i s known or the secret 
will be known!' 

The foll ow ing transf ormationa l rules may s umma rize the pass iv e transformation. 

SD : Pas + 

SC: J: 

NP -
1 

2 

Pass ive Transfor mation. 
NP - V - Aux 2 

3 4 5 -----_3-( ba+ 2 

" 1st d" 1 f u- . r a 1c a a per 

tOl}perf} 4 5 
t 1Jmp iimperf 

I S r ad ic a l gemi~linfin 
In the Structure Change the passive mark er i s replac ed by pnssive forming pref ixes or pass i ve f orming gem inating morphemes. In the above rules 2 r epr esents the sub j ect, 2 the obj ect, 4 the verb and 2 the auxil i a ry. When a sentence is transform ed int o passive 2 whi ch is a n object in the a ctive sentence becomes s ubj ect a nd tho subject will be an ob j ect of ba which is ~ , in the rule , it i s i n parentheses i. e ., in Amha ric it is usua lly omitted in this kind of c onstruction. 

In the big br aces , there a r e three rows. In t he fir st r ow t a -i s prefixed to a perfect ve rb whose fir s t radic a l i s £. In the second ti- is prefixed t o e ithe r perf ective or impe r a t i ve verb and in the third the first r adical i s gemina t ed if the verb i s e ither imperf ective or :Lll:!:initive. So , in tho rules the co rrec t form has t o be selected a cc ording to the form of a verb. 
Be l ow , the pass i ve sentenc es a a nd b have tho following deep s tructures. 

, 
a . betu !i.t3rr.;g 
from the deep structure ~ be tun tQrr~g 

- 1 
J 
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S 

//!~------ .. '-
/ 

NP VI!:' -___ ~U){ 
/ " , / --,/ / NP' 'V Aspect ~nse 

///' I C o:m ~ J \ \ // ) Human i Comm \ ,/ , Inde f ',' ,i Animate , ; / \l I, I III ! ',Concre te I Pas Sing I lSing \ V(root) , _ J 

\ pe rf l_, 
\ III , 
I Sing \ 

1- Past -: 
I III l 
1 " 
t, Sing ! I t may be realized i nt ossurface structure pass i ve in th e follow­ing >lays: 

a . By copjmng the perf aspect into the verb r oot: 
Pas + saw + betun + t - r - g ­
Pas + s,w + betun + i.rrug 

b. By passiv i za tion, it changes the subject int o an object of a preposti on b~ - and the object into a subj ect and adds the corr~ct pre fix to the verb: 
b '.s;)w + be tu + t,~- + t',., rr :,g 

c. The agent delet1i!liin rules deletes th e pa ssive agent bOls_w: betu + tJ - + t'.Jrr;,g 
d . By a ffix-h oppi ng that attaches the affix and the tense - marker to tho v e rb: 

betu + Ut'.) rr,:g +0 
betu Ot~ rrdg 

b . betu t ~ targ oall 

from the deepstructure s ow betun t' ,:rgoall 
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/J~~:---------
NP ')p - - - -/tUX 

/ 

I I 

/
/ . ' I T~\nse 
IN'! I ~, ! Common! : 

/ 
',' Indef ! ! 

Human \_. -Past] 

P!s I S~~~ ~__ S i~!I \ 
/ '\~---. ... / . ---"-----.. 

NP VP i\-\lx 
/"-" /------. NP V Aspect T-ense 

I \ \ 
/ 

f " I i Comm \ 
I Inde f 
I Huma n 
i III 

N 
Comm 
j'~n imate 
Concrete 

\ !I 
\ l Perf -\ f "Past 1 
! :, III I I In l 

V(r oot~ Sing, iSing , , 
L Sing .1 Sing 

The rules which raalize the surface structure are: 
a . By identical subject deleti on rule which deletes the sub j ect of the 
embedded sentence: , 
b . By deleting the tense-ma rker of the embedded s entenc+lhich is 
identical with the tense-marker of the ma trix sentence. 
c. By c opying the p e rfect aspect into the v ~rb r oot. 
d. By passivization, it chang&s the subject intc nn object of a 
preposition_b .- and the object into a subject and pref ixe s the c 0rre~t 
a ffix t o the verb. 

e . :~y agent deleticn rule that deletes the pas s ive agent b~-s'w. 
f. By affix-hopping , it attaches the a ffix and the correct t e nse-m~rkgr 
til the verb. 
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C:!Af'TER 3 

The Auxiliary in Engl ish 

In Egglish , the a uxilia ry together with the noun phrase and 
a verb phrase is one o f the c onstituents of a s e ntence. 

1angendeon defines the auxili a ri es as any o f those verbs, 
including the auxiliarie s, do , have a nd b~ , which precedes rather than 
follow , the negat ive constituent and which occur a t tho beg inng of 
a n interr ogativ e sent ence, o r i mmod i a t e ly f ollo\v i ng an interroGat ive 
word . 32 

In ~$ent e nce, the a uxiliary in English has thr ee constituents 
in the following order: 

Aux - - --7 Tense + (Moda l) + (Aspe ct) 
E.g a . He Came . He + p~ st ~ come (T ense) 

b . He will c ome . He + nonpathwill + come (Tense & Modal) 
c. He has come. He + n onpa st + hav e ~e n + corne (Tense & Aspect~ 
do He 'llill ha v e come. He + nonpast + will + have -cln + come 

(Tense , Modal & Aspect ) 
In the above example, Tense i s US Gd in all of the four sentences. 

This s h ows tha t tense i s compulsary in the construction of a sent e nce. 
i n English . But "H 6 dal" a nd " Aspect" are pptiona l constituents: both 
may b e pres e nt in a sentence c n e o f them may be present o r a ll of them 
may be a bsent as shewn in the ex~mple. 
3. 1 Tense . Tense shows the t i me of the ac ti on of a verb as 
happening or existing. 

In Engli sh , the re a r e two t enses Hnonpast ll and Ilpustll . 
3.1.1 Nonpadt. A n onpast t e nse i s identifi ed by its inflec ti onal 

endings. 

Aronpast v e rb which is used with t he first, second or third 
pers on p lura l ha S ~ as it s inf l ectio na l ending . But, a nonpas t verb 
which i s use d ",i th third pe rso n sjngula r has three d i fferent 
inflect i o nal endings a ccocding t o the phonolog i cal propert i es o f the 

32
V T L o e r ence ange nd oen . The Study of Syntax : The Tra nsformationa l 

Generat i v G Appr oach t o Ame riC a n English. (Ne w York: Hol t , Rinehart and 
Winston, Inc.,1969) P.149 
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preceding phoneme. These are , /' - z/ , /-iz/ a nd I-sf. The infledtional 

ending /-z/ is used after voiced non-sibila nts, jI-iz/occurs after 

sibilants and I-sf after voiceless non-s ibilants. These three d ifferent 

inflectional end ings which are conditioned by d ifferent preceding 

phoememes are realized as~_ and - es inflectional endings on the surface 

structure. 

E . g A. They tell_ /0/ us tho story. 

b . He tell~ /z/ us the story. 

c. She teach~ /-iz/ English. 

d. The look~ lsi at the board . 

v3 . 1.2 Past. This is also identified by the i nflectional change 

of a verb. 

In addition to ~ inflectional change and an i rregular modification 

with. v e rb (both may be v i ewed as irregular) , the past tense has 

three inflec tional changes that are determined by the preceding phonemes . 

These are, /- i d/ which occurs when the preceding morpheme ends in 

eithe r ~ or ~, / - d/' occurs after any voiced phoneme other than d 

and/\;j occurs after a vo i celess pho neme I-lith the exception of ~. 

The surface structures of hhe pa st inflectional endings are; irregu lar 

and -ed. 

E.g a. The boy cut_ /0/ the tre e yesterday. 

b . The boy broke (irregular) the table. 

c. The girl planted /:'id/ the tree . 

d. Th e f armer sk inned /d/ the goat . 

e . The baby t ouc h ed /t/ his father. 

so , tense in Engl i sh may be r ewritton as: 

\ Nonpast I 
Tense----~ ~ ~ . ._ Past .1 

Nonpust ----~ ~ - z'. -i z~- s 

) i rregular i 
Past -----? I 

) -idc - d c- t J 
t -

3.2 Modals. Menon identifies th e modals by their functions in sent ences . 

He says that the modal a uxiliaries help to e xpress such conditions 

as cortai nity, obligati on, pos s ibility_ and n ecessity.33 

3 3E • R• R• Menon. S t a ndard English Gr a mmar. (C a lcutt a : Oxford 

Univers it y I' r ess, 1979.) P.l56 
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Jarvis de fin e s the medals as; lIThe mo~al auxiliaries in English 
are words used to signal the speaker's involvement in the states of 

. ,.34 
affa irs expressed by the propositional element 1n the sentence. ' 

By the proposition of a sentence he means that whether a sentence 

is a statenlent , question or dcnial ~ According to Jarvis, the mo~al 

shows the~speaker ' s attitudes ove r and above the proposition . 

Strang also limits her description a nd analysis of the modals to 

nine items. She says that e i ght o~hem Can be ~rranged into four 

pairs. The formal relationships between members of the pairs a re 

unique. That is, they do not show nonpast and past relations like 

other verbs. They indicate those relationships only when they are 

used in dependent clauses. 35 

Those nine modals that a re analysed by Strang are the following: 

B. Wil l shows mood of determinati on 

b. !l'hall 11 mood of r e solution 

c . May 11 permission and probability 

d . Night IT concesion ,. 
e. Can n· potentialilq 

f. Hust " compulsivene s s 

g. \10uld " condition 

h. Should "determination-condition 

i. Could" prtJent i ality-cOnditi on36 

The nauxiliaries ll need and dare which were part of the modal 

a uxiliaries are, nowadays , used as main verbs o Th~y a r e rarely used 

a s auxil i ar i es . They may be excluded from the Analysis of the moda ls ; 

however , the writer of this study sees no renson why Strang has not 

included 9ught t o in the ana l ys i s of the modals. Ought to ma y be 

used as an auxiliary i n place of should to express obligat i on. 

It also performs any function in a scntenc0 as any of the nine modals 

analys~d by Strang. 

34 . R.A. Jarv1s. 

l a nguaG e TeaChing. 

35B b " H nr ara I': . 0 

i' AF edagoGicnl Grammar of the Moda l/auxil i ar i es . " 

26(L971) : 21n 
Strang . ~odern English Structure. ( 25 Hill Street , 

London: Edwa rd Arnold (Publishers) Ltd.,1978) 

36Ibid . 
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So, the senss o f each modal Given by St rang above and the 

add i t i onal sense it c onveys in a particular s itua ti on i. e ., wh ether i t 

shows probabil ity , possibility, certainity , obligation,or necessity 

ma y be used to ind ic a te the unde rlying f~atures of a modal. 

]' . g A. Sh e mil Y c ome . 

b . He must writ e the letter . 

c. The man should go. 

a . She may come. s 

b . He must wr i te the letter. 

c . The should go . 

/ 
NP 

This kind of ana lysis ma y help t o identi f y each modal in the 

deep s tructureo As shown in the above dinqrams ; eac h modal is 

represent ed in the deep s tructur e by it s bas i c me a ning a nd by t h e 

additional mean ing it moy hDve in a par t icula r cont ext. 
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Th e modals whi ch have been discussed may be rewr i tten as follows: 

\

-Will; shall; c an ; may }-. 

Nodal ----~ wou l d; shou l d; could; mi ght 

. must ; oug ht to 

-
3 . 3 Aspect . Stra ng def ines aspec t as ; "Aspect i s ,.ny one of the several 

g r oups of forms i n the conjugat i on of the verb whicb scrve to i ndicate 

the manner in which the ' ac ti on' denot ed by t h e verb is considered a s 

be ing carri ed out. 1I37 

In 1In(';1'ish , aspect has tlW c onstituents; they a re the perfcct ive 

and the progress i ve aspect . 

3 . 3 .1 Perfective asp e ct . La nge ndoen de fines t his as f o lloVls; 

;'Perfec tive aspect i s an indic a tion tha t a state o r act i on he l d or took 

place prior to . spec ified point i n time . I t is expr essed i n sentences 

by the auxil i arJ verb ha ve f ol l owed by a pa st particip l e . 1I38 

This ma y be expl a i ned by the following example s . 

E . g a . The boys have cut the tre e s . The boys+nonpa st+have -en~cut+
the 

trees . 

b . The has e a ten bre a d . The boy+nonpast+hav c - e n+ eat +bread 

c . They h ad built the house . 'fhey+past+have - e n+ build+t h e house 

3 . 3 . 2 Progressive aspect . Lang ~nd
oen a l so def i nes this as; 

"Progress iv e aspect i s an ind icat i on that a n act i on i s in prog ress at 

a spec ified point i n time . Ex p ressed by the a uxiliRry v erb be follO\;ed 

by a present part iciple . ;r39 

E.e a . The boys are cutting the t r ee . The boys+nonpa st+be -ing +cut+ 

the tre e . 

b. The boy i s eatine bread . '1' h e boy+nonpast +be -ine +eat bread 

3 7 I b i d • P .143 

38 LanGendoen. The Study of Syntax . p . 153 

39I b i d • P . 154 

-~ 

S 
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c. They were bui l ding the h ouse. The + be - ing + bu',ld + the hous e 

The constituents o f an aspec t may b e summarized by the f ollowing 

sym b ols. 
\ Perf ec tive "( 

Aspect - ---~ . . ' 
LProgress~ ve .: 

Fe rfective -----7.;. h8 v e - en J 

Progressive -----,<be - ing t 

3 . 4 The PS Rules of the English Auxi liaries. 

Based on the preceding short discussion, the a uxilia ry i n Engl i sh 

may be r ewritten a s follows: 

1. Aux - --7 Tense + (Modal) + (Asp ect) 

2 . Tense 
1 Nonpast ( 

---'-1 i 
.. t P.ast " 

" JY 

3.NNonpast -- - 7) . ..J' 
t - zviz,- s 

4. Past 

5 . Hodal 

6. Aspect 

j irregular i 

- ---, 
·~id, - d .. '- t i 

l .. " 

( will ; sh:111; Can; ma y 

---, Jwouid; should; could; 
1 
I Must; ough t to 

.. 
,. P0rfect iv e ) 

----',> ~ l-
t progress i Vi; J 

7. Perfe ctive ----7thnve - en} 

8. Progressive - ---;'7tbe - ing f 

The deep structure of the auxiliary in Engli sh and how it ~ay be 

realized from deep to surface structure will be a nalys e d as i n the 

f ol lowing examples: 

a . He will c ome . 

b. He Came 

c . He h a S c ome o 

d o He will hav e beGn c oming 0 

e . He i s a student • 



a. He \>/ill corne 0 

NP 

fPlon "' 
I Human ~ 

\ 

III 
Sine 

._ Hasc 1 
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J:t "JaY be rea li zet l int o 6uqt;- ace structure a s f ollows: 

a . By substitutinG the correct modal which is represente d as ~ 

of de terminati on a nd probability i n the deep structure : 

He + nonp3.st + Vlill + come 

b. By affix- hoppine , i t a ttaches the tense- marker t o the modal to give 

i ·t i 'ss pr oper shape : 

He + will + Nonpa st + c omB 

He Vlill come . 

b . He car.1e , 

NP 

t , 
t Pron ;­
[ Human l 
III \ 

I Sin" l 
, u \ 

~1f\.sC J 

It i s realized into 

~ 
;':ux Vi ' 

/ I 
Tense V 

I 
[ Past 1 

surfa ce structure 
Come 

by a ff i x- hopp i ng "hich attaches 

the tens e- marker t o the main verb : 

He + Past -I- come 

He + come + Pas t 

He came " 
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c. He h~s come. S 

/----- -'\----.~- -
NP Aux V~ 

I ~- '" 
. TensG Asp~ct t 

~~~~m) II I' 

III i 
going I 

Masc _ If! 0n~::t,, r! (tJave -en] c ome 

The sentence is re~l i zed into s u rface structure by a pplying 

aff ix-hopping only once . 'l'his at t a ches\'he tense - ma rk"r to the 

a uxiliary ~nd the o ffix to the ma in verb: 

He ~ Nonpast + h2ve - en + c ome 

He + ha v e + Nonpast + como + -en 

He has com e . 

d . He will have been coming . S 

---~----------- , --
NP 8"X VP 

________ ----"'"'~ I 
Ten se r·i6dal '7cct V 

I - ~ 

I 

Perf Prog 

I P r en i \ \ 

I :~!~n I: 1M. d~ t { ! \ 

I Nasc j I Nonpast J!Prol, <:!. rha " e - enllt " - ingi come 

It i s rc~l izHd int o su~f~ ce structure iri the fol i~wing m~nner . 

~ . By substituting thh p r oper modal which i s represented as mood of 

determinat i on and proba bi l i ty in the deep structur e : 

He + Nonpqst + will + hav e - en + be - ing+ come 

b. By a ffix-hopping , this a ttaches the tense- marker to the mo da l 

and th~ Gff i x to the verb : 

He + will + Nonpnst + have -~n + come + -ing 

He wi l l have been coming. 



e . He i s a s~udent. 

NP 

\ 

Pron -1 lIID.:rnan 
III 
S i ng . 
Ma sc ~ 
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\---..-----
~ x VP 
/ I 

Tense 

~
. /lonpast , 

Copula 
. Sing . 

NP 
I 

com: 1 Huma n · 
Indef 

III .\ 
S inG 
Muse 

It is r ea lized into surface s tructur 0 by replacinG thd corr ect 

e l ements ac c ord ing t o the i d i osyncrat ic f eatures o~ each e l ement i n 

the deep s tructure. 

3 . 5 S§nt e nces in Enbl ish. The ma in purpose of this sub- section i s 

t o descr i be and a nalyse the position a nd fu ncti on o f the auxiliary 

in Engl ish in the a ffirmative sentences as we ll as in t h e different 

trans format i ons of sentences such as q u est i on, negativ e , t aG qu est i on 

and~ passive . 

3 . 5 . 1 Affirmative Sent ences . In EnGlish , the norma l order of the 

auxiliarjes i n a n affirr.la tive sentenc e i s between the NP a nd VP . 

This r.lay b e rewr i tten as : 

S _. __ • NP + Aux + VI' 

a . Bekele will eat bread . Ilell:e~ + .nonpast + will + eat bread . 

NP Aux VI' 

b . She ha d written n l et t er . She + Past + hove -en + wri te a l etter . 

NP Aux VP 

c. He miGht ha ve l earned EnGlish. He + Past + maY + have - e n l eaen Enl~ lish. 

NP Aux 

To wr i te the f ollowinG desc r i ption and analys is t he d i fferent 

tra nsf or mat i ons o f EnGlish sentences , the writer has mainly re lied om 

the f o llOl,inG books: 

VP 
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40 41 Culi c Qv8r' c Synt c..x , ;i" ucobs on ' s l ransf ormatllion&l GenerntJv e Gr ammn. !'..1... 
Wnrdhau~ls kn Introducti on 1 0 LinGuistics~l Huddleston's An Introduct i on 
to EnGlish ~ranSf Ol'L1ati on[\ 1 Synt ,o,x 43 a nll Akr.laji nn a nd Hony ' s ;,n Intro.' uction 

~4 1;0 the Fril)..£ill.1es of Transformati c.nal Synt nx . 

3 . 5 .2 Qu"stio~. There tlw types of questions in En[jlish . They 
are Yes/No quest i on and Wh- queot i on . 

3 . 5 . 2.1 !co/No QUBsti')n~. In this types of questions , the speaker 
seeks aGreement or disClBreement of the entire content of the quest i oned 
sentence . 

~'his question i s f ormed by invertinG tho auxilia ry to the left of 
th e subj ect . If the [<llx iliary i s ha ve , ~ or th", !"odal , this is shifted 
to the left of the subject to chanc e the sentence into a question . 
If one of these thre e c ons~ ituents is a bsent , only the tense- marker 
is shifted to the left of the s ubj ect . Then , Do -Support rule is 
npplied tc front either do , ~ or d i d a cc orcJ. in,3 to the person anel 
the tense t o chance the s entence into a question . 

E. g a. The ma n has played v olleyball. (affirma tive) 
~ the man plnYB ll volilieyball? (Yes/N o (tuesti on) 

b. The ma n is pla y inc volleyball . ("ffirmative) 
Is tho man play in~ volleyball? (Y es/No Question) 

@ 
8 . Pete r W. C1l1cover . Syntax . (New York: Academ ic Press , 1976 . ) PP. 3 - 54 n ( _Bent Jacobson . Transforma tiona l G2ncra tivB Grammar. Amsterdam : 

North- Hall and Publish i nc Company, 1978 . ) PP . 35- 78 and 1'1' . 275 - 324 
42Honald 1:!or clhauL;h . fI n Introduction to Lin,;uistics . (NeVI York : 

Hc Grnli - Hllll Book Company, 1977) 1'[.128- 140. 
4'3 Rodney Huddlest on. An Introducti on to EnGlish Transformational 

~l'ntax . (Hon"KonC : Sheck \J a h TenG Printing Press , 1976 . ) PP .73- 83 an" 
pp.l43- 195 . 

44 ·d ' 
1\ rl.an ilkma jia n and F rank He )""". lin Introduction to the 

Principles of Transformationa l Synta x. (Cambr i dc e , Ma ssachusetts: 
The HIT Pres s , 1979) PP.ILfl- 203 . 
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c. Th e mnn will pA ... y v (,lleybull. ( ~ffirm". tiv e ) 
Will the ma n p lcy volleyba ll?\Yes/N o quest i on) 

d . Th e ma n plays vollcybJ II. ( e ffirm~tive ) 
Does the man play volleybal l ? (Ye s / No question) 

So , the Yes/ No qu est i on tra nsf orma tion may b e r e presented by 
the f ollowing symbols . 

Yes/No Qesti un Transf o rma tion. 

i r have , 1 SD : Q + Nl- Tense \ .. ~ be ' . 
\ ' modal} / 
" 

1 2 "'--:f 'v .~-.~-.j 

sc: (j 3 2 

In the Structure Cha n r e wh e n the a uxilia ry i s inverted the 
que st i on ma rke r i s deleted . 

In the ru l es h a ve , be, and mod" l a r e in braces ./i thin parentheses. 
One of the se three c onstituents ma y be s e lected and s hif ted to the l e ft 
of the Np or a ll o f them a r e optional and may n o t b e present . In 
tha t oase the tense-mark e r shifts in front of the NP a nd by Do-support 
rule ~ s e ntenc e i s cha nged int o a qu esti on . 

Th e deep st ructures of the followin g two Yes/No questions a re: 
a . H~s the ma n p l ayed v oll e yba ll? 

Q 

/' 
,/ 

/~-u,----/)l~ 
/ Tens e '"Aspect V Vl ' 

"N' \ 

Comm \ 
Huma n i \ 
Dcf I 
III \ 

I" Sis e; J' i 
I M,C\sc ) lonpast J (have -en J 

\- N t 
\ Comm I , , 

. i-a nima t e \ 
pla y.., Concreto, 
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The rules that r ealize the sentence into surface st ructure a r e : a . By quest i on trnnsformet t ion (invers i on) rule that shifts the tcnse ­ma rker nnd hGve to the left of the NP: 
Q + the metn + nonpet s t + hetve - en + play + volleyba ll nonpns t + ha ve + the metn + - en + play + vollw,yball b . By affix-hopping tha t a tt aches the tense- marke r to the auxili etry a nd the a ffix to the ma in ve rb: 

Q 

ha ve + nonpGst + the ma n + pIety + - en + volleyba ll 
Hets the met n pla yed volleyba l l? 

N 
C 0 ,,1[1 

S 

Hum etn 
De f 
III 

Tense 

P /"" V NP 

I 

( ~~~; Sing - a nimGte Masc _' [ Nonpastl pIety concrete It ma y be r eal ized into s urfet c e structure a s follows: a . By qU0stion tra nsformati on (inversion) rule thett shifts the tens e­ma rker in front of the NP : 
Q + the ma n + nonpas t + pIety + volleyba ll 
nonpast + the m~n + pl a y + volleyball 

b. By Do- Support (Do-insertion) rule that i nserts Do to the left of the NP : 

nonpast + do + the m~n + play + volleyba ll 
c . By a ffix - hopp i ng tha t attaches the t ens e- ma rker to Do to g ive it its proper shape: 

do + nonpast + the man + pla y + volleyball 
Does the man pla y vo l l eyba ll? 
3.5.2.2 Wh- Quest i ons. These questions ~iffer from Yes/No question i n two ways: One , they beg in with aninterrosat iv0 pronoun such as ~ or wha t or a n int e rrog~t ive etdve rb such a s where ,~ or how istea d of the auxilia ries . Two , they r equire spec ific informa tion a s an 
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a nswer rather thnn yes Gnd n o . 
Wh- questions begin with a question word which is followed by a tense - r.mrker f ol l owed by either have, be o r modal o r do is inserted by llo-support followed by a subject. In a sent2nce ,·,here the ;fes/No question has a lready f o rmed it only requires the fr onting of the question word t o the left of the question t o construct Wh - q u est i on . Wh- questions are quest i ons a bou t noun phrases. So , here , they will be considered as interrogat iv e pronouns . 

E . g a . The gir l writes a letter. 
Does the girl write a letter? (Yes/No question) 
.'hy does the girl wri te a. letter? tWh-qu estion) 

b . The girl is writing a letter. 
Is the girl writing 11 letter? , Yes/NO question) 
Where is the girl writing a letter? (Wh- question) 

c.The g irl has written a letter. 
Has th2 girl wr it te n 11 letter? (Yes/NO q u est ion) 
Wh o ha s written a letter? (Wh-questi on) 

Wh - question may have the following transformational symb ols : 
Wh - guestion Trnnsformat i on . 

SD: 

SC: 

~.i + \'Jh ~ ---- NP 

1 

1 

2 

3 

T~nse (j ~~ve ' 11 \ 

I \ ' I ' .! moda l!, 
'.. .. ". - --. r-· _ _ _ _ -I 3 . 

2 
2 i s deleted in the Structure Change when the questi on wo rd is about NP . In the rules, the question word is fr onted to the l eft of the Np a fter the Y"s/No quest i on tra nsformation . 
In the deep structur e eac h one of the quest i on word may b e represent­ed by the f ollowing expressions or pr~onstituents. 
Why ---- Wh-some reuson 
Wher'e -- Wh - some place 
When -_ Wh- some time 
Clho --- Vlh-s ome one 

Vlhat --- Vh- some thin~ 
How --- Wh-s ome means 

The Wh - questions a and ~ m~y have the follow ing deep structures . 
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a . Why d oes the g irl wri te a l e tt e r? 

S._. 

r'~ 
NP A"Ux JlP 

I \ ------- \.,-------.. rrense V NP NP 
, N - , 

\
' ·Comm : 

Human \ 

't. i~i 1\ Sing 
Fem 1 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
! 

I 
I 

CNonpa s i:l ",rit e 

; 'N \ ! Comm ! I Lndef i 
~Dnimate ~ Wh-some leoncrctel reason 

The Wh-questi on is r ealized int o surface structur e as follows: a . By que s tio n transformat~ (l n (inversion) r ule t hat sh r fts the tense­marker t o the left o f t he NP: 
Q *' the girl + n onpast + write + a letter + Wh-some reason Nonpaa t + the girl + wr i te + a letter + Wh-some reason b. By Vh - questi on t r a nsformati on, t hi s mov e s the pro-constituent to the left of the tense-ma rke r a nd then replaced by the proper surface s tructure questi on wo rd. 
~h- some re a 5 0n + nonpast + the g irl + write + a letter Why + n onpa st + the girl + write + a letter B By Do - support wh i ch inserts Do between the tense - m3.rker and the Nt' ; ~hy + n onpast + do +thB ~ irl + write + a lett~r d. By a ffix-hopping , this a ttaches the tense-marker t o the auxiliary : Why + d o +nonpast + t he girl + write + a letter Why does the g irl write a l ette r? 

b . ~ih'H e is the girl "riting a letter? 

/.' ------------
Aux \lP 

TeCe~pect {);;--~NP \ . I 
I 

\ \ • 
I \ \ ,-Nonpas t ' j lo e -ing } write NP Vlh-some 

plac e 
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Et i s realized i nto surface structure by the folowing rules : a. By question tra nsformation (invers i on) rule. 
b . By \'/h- q uestion transformation. 
c. By affix- hopping , this attaches the tense-marker to to the auxiliary and the a f f i x t c the main v erb. 

3 . 5 . 3 Negatives . The di sc ussi on unde r th i s sub- t op i c is limit e d t o the negative sentence s tha t a r e f or med by the insertion o~ not . To -br:::u:l..c:£ o r m .q ~Qnt.Qn,..e int o negativ e .s no t is inserted after a t ense - marker a nd if there is n o any other auxiliary verb , Do- support rule i s a ppli ed , a ft er a modal if there is on e or after ~ or be if a hy one of them is p r esent in a sentence . Hmlev er, if modal , havSl. and be are present in a s entence n ot is inse rted afte r the moda l and i~have a nd be a r e used in a sent ence notis a~er ~. 
E . g a . He dances . (at tense - ma rker) 

He do es n ot da nce . (Do-supp~rt) 
b. He will danc e . (moda l ) 

He will not dance. 
c. He ma y have been dancing . (modal, have , be) 

He may not have be en d~ncing . 

The transformati onal rules of the n egative sentences may be summarized by the f ollowing symb ols . 
Negative Transformat i on . 

Sll: Neg + NP Tense 
I \ have 'i', 
" <\ be .. i 

\ 
\ [ modal I . 

1 2 " -'3'~"'''''''' --.-.-~, 
liEY. 2 3 + not 
Ln the Structure Change the noga tive marker is repla c ed by ~. In t he rules , either have , ~~ , o r modal ma y be selec t ed and i s fol l owed by ~, o r all three ccnstit uents may not be selected and in that case not i s preceded by a tense - marker and the Do - support rule i s appl i ed . 
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The deep structures of the following negative sentences are : 

a . He does not dance . 

/ 
Neg 

PronT 

H~~~n : 
Sing 
Masc 

v 

\ 
. \ 
lNonpast] 

It i s realized int o s urfa c e s tructure as f ollows, 
a . By negative trans f ormation which inserts the word not after the tense­
marker: 

Neg + he + nonpast + dance 

He + nonpast + not + dance 
b . By Do-su pport Hhich asds Do before not: 

He + n onpast + do + n ot + dance 
c. By affix- hopping that at t aches the tense- marker t o the a uxiliary:· 

He + do + ncnpast + not +dance 
He does not dance. 

b. He has not danced . 

Neg NP 

The sentence i s real i zed into surf ace structur e by the 
fbitlowing rules. 

a . By negative transformation Hhich adds not after have . 
~ --

b. By affix - h opping , this a tt ac hes the t ense - marker t o the auxiliary 
a nd the affix t o the main verb. 

3 . 5 . 4 Tag Questions. In tag question transformat i on, if the main 
part of a sentence is simple present or simple past pos itive , thh 
second part wi ll L,' . the tens e - mc.rker , the negativ e ~ and a pronoun 
Hhich is s imilar to s·t\,.bject of the main sent ence . The n, Do-support , 



is applied to s ive it the proper t al questi on f arm. On the other 

ha nd , i f th e main part of the s e ntence is ne gative , not is deleted 

fr om the second part . 

In sentences which have have , be , or modal ' if the main pa rt 

o f the sentence i s positive , the second part will be the tense - mark0r , 

either have , be or mosal then not is added and a pronoun whi ch is 

sim i l a r to the subject of the main sentenc e f ollows . but , if the main 

part p f the sentence is nega t i v e not is c ancell ed fr om the second 

E;g a . The girl c o me s , doesn ' t she ? 

b . The girl does n ot c ome , Boes she ? 

c , The men have c ome , haven ' t they? 

d . Th e men ha v e not c ome , have t hey? 

The ta:g questi vn tra nsformati on ma y be summarized as; 

SD : Tar; ,,~ + 

1 

SC: 2 3 4 5 3 

Conditicns: 

'\ have ., '. 
• 

I I (not) 
NP---- Tense i, be ~ - - X 

'. , moda l l/ 
I _ _ _ ~ ......... --.

, 

2 3 
4 5 

# nt 2 

a . nt must not b e added if not is present as term 

4 of the SD. 

b . The second occurrence of 2 i n the SC mus~be 

the pronoun c orrespond i ng t o 2 of SD . 

In t he 8ttattn ~e Change the tag qU Dstio n ma rker i s deleted 

b ec,:1 use t h e r u] A.S havp. r,reated the prope:: t ng qup.stion form. 

part . 

In the rules abave NP is ~epresented 
by ~ in the Structur e Descr i p ­

tio n (SD) . Aux iliar i es are repres e nte d by 2 a nd not by ~ a nyth i ng which 

comes after n ot is repre sented by ~ a n d which is ~ga in reprs ented by 

~ . Now, in the t ag question tra nsformati on i . e . , IL the Structur e 

Ch ange (SC) NOS. 2 , 3 , 4 a n d 5 ar ~ the main pnrts of the s e nt ence . 

2 in the sec a n d part of the s e ntenc e is a n a uxi liary . nt (it wi ll "J> 

be i nse rt ed her e if 4 is use d in the ma i n pa rt of the se ntence) 

f ollowed by 2 which is the subjec t repeated h ere as a pr onoun . 

The deep structures o f the following tar, quest i ons a re ; 
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a . The g irl comes , doesn't s he ? 

NI~p 
I Tlnse ! 

Tae; Q 

N 
Comm 
Huma n 

De f 
III 

Sing 
Fern {Nonpas t 1 c me 

rt i s r ealized int o s urfa ce s tructur e a s follows: 

a . By t ag question trans f or mat i on "hic h copies i n the s ec ond part the 

t ense-marker, inserts £2! a nd adds a p r onoun which is s imila r t o the 

subj ect of the ma in sent enc e : 

Tab Q + the Girl + nonpast + come 

the girl + nonpast + come # nonpast + not + s he 

b . By Do- Support Which inserts Do in the sec ond pa rt of the s ent e nce 

be tween the t e nse-ma rJe r a nd £2!: 

the girl + nonpast + c ome # nonpas t + do + not + s he 

c. By affix-hopp i ng t ha t att [1 c hes the t el!s~-marker to the auxilia ry 

a nd the ma in v e rb: 

the Girl + c ome + nonpast # do + nonpast + not + she 

The Girl c omes , doesn ' t s he? 

b. The me n have come , haven ' t they? 

S l""-'----___ --..p 
NP Aux v 

I TLe~pec t t 
N 

Comm 
Huma n 
Def 
III 
Plu 
Ma sc -iNonpast1 (Have - en1 come 

The f ol lowing rules may r ealize the t ag questi on int o surfac e 

structure . 
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a . By tag question transf ormati on that copies in the second pa rt of 

the sentence, the tense-marker , have inserts the wor d not and copies 

the pronoun which is similar to the subject of the main~cntence. 

b. By a ffix-hopping th~t attaches the tens e-marker to the auxiliary 

a nd the affix to the main verb. 

3.5.5 Passives. In English , to cha nge an ~ct ive sentence into 

passive, the main verb must be Vt and the object of the sentence must 

refer t o a person different fr om the subject. The subject of the 

active sentence is changed int o a n object of a preposition(i.e.,agent) 

a nd the ob j ect int o a sub j ect. Sometimes, the agent of a Passive 

sentence is deleted. The ma in verb o f the active sentence is changed 

into past participle and i s preceded by an auxiliary verb according 

t o the tense and the number of the subject . 

E.g a. He br oke liuEs leg. 

* His leg was broken by him . 

b. She broke the chair . 

The chair w~s broken by h er . 

c. Someone will break th e chair. 

The chair will be broken. (The agent is deleted) 

The passive transforma ti o n may be represented by the f ollowing 

symbo i s . 

Pa s s ive Transformat i on. 

SD . Pn s + NP ----Aux V--- --NP 

1 2 3 4 5 
SC: 5 3 be - en4 by 2 

I n the Structure Change the pass ive marker is delet ed because 

the rules have created the prope r pass iv e form. 

The ~bove rules may be paraphrased as foll ows: 

In the or i g inal act ive sentence NP(subject) is represented by ~, 

a uxili a ry by ~,ma in v erb by 4 a nd the NP(obj ec ~) by ~. When th e 

sentence is transformed int u passiae , ~(whic h was the object) moves 

to the first pos i tion . Then , it will be followed by ~( auxiliary) 

and b e -~ (which f o rms the auxiliarJ a nd the past participle)is 

inserted ;then it will be followed by ~ ( the berb). The prepos ition 

~ comes b erore ~(l'1hic h wo. s the prebious s ubj ect a nd now a n object) 

---- ---



-

- 52-

The deep structures o f the passive sentences a and bare: a. The chair ,/as broken by he. 

S 

1'~~-
. ----NP Aux VP 

/ 
r Pr.:(t l 
I Human I 
i III i 
I Sing 
LFem 

Tense 

I 
i,Past] 

/ '~ 
V NP 

I L 
I f\, -a~~::te \ 

br'eak Concrete \ ., It~realized int o surface structure passive as f ollows: a . By passiviza tion, it changes the subject int o an object of a preposition 
and the object into a sub~0ct and it a lso inserts be + - en: Pas + she + past + break + the cha ir the chai:r + past + be -en + break + by +she b. By affix- h opping which attaches the tense- marker tc the auxiliary and 
the affix to the main verb: 

~he choir + be + past + break + - en + by + she The cha i r \1[1S broken by her. 

b. The chair will be broken. 

f~-'-______ //.P A.\lX VP / I Te~ ..... ~lOdal v/"),p 
/ I Pr;,n 'l \ I 

/ 1 ~~::n;I' I r N-I Indef ; i I Comm ( III i I ' ~ " i i. - an;mot e 

., 
~ r ',·uet _

1 ~'" I 
Pas 

LSing 'Ncnpast .Rrob • • b~eakjConcrete The pass ive sentence is realized into surfnce structure'by the f ollowing rules: 
a . By substtiitut ing the c orrect mO Rdl f o r that represented\in the deep structure: 

Pas + someone +nonpust + will+ breck + the chcir 

-
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b. By passivization which changes the posi tion of the subject and the object and wh ich inserts be + - en 
The cho i r + n onpast + will+ be - en + break + by + s omeone c. By a gent deleti on , that de l etes the ob j ect of the Preposition : The cha ir + nonpast + will + be - en + break d. By a ffix- hoppin g , this a tt a ches the tens e - marker t o the a uxiliary and the a ffix t o the main verb: 

The chair +Will + nonpast + b e + break + - en Th e chair will be broken . 
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CHAPTBR \I 

The Auxiliary in Amharic and English: 
A Contrastive Analysis 

He re, a n attempt will be made t o compare items of the auxiliary in Amharic and Engl ish. 
In the contrastive present ntion the wr iter uses the order of the constituents of the auxiliary in Amharic to compare them with the equivalent constituent of the auxiliary in Eng lish. So, first the PS Rules of the Amharic auxiliaries are presented with the correspond­ing rules of English auxiliaries next to each other . 4.1 The PS Rules of the Amharic and Eng lish Auxiliaries. (To s implify the comparison, the conditions which allows the possible combinations in Amharic Ps Dule s have been l eft out.) Amharic English I. Aux ---t Aspect+(Nodal)+Tense 1. Aux ---t Tense+(Modal)+( Aspect) 

{

'Perfect iv e "} 2. Aspect --
mperfect i ve 

3. Hodal iaYkJr,m -} -- r~~~~~l~: h ) 
.I.nora x. t. on 

4. 1'ense __ ~iNonpast I 
V'ast "J 

" -'~\ llQ} 5. Nonpast --~~~w " 

6 . Past --~ nobb()r.j) 

4.1.1 Aspect. 
Amharic 

Aspect __ ~lPerfectiv,: L 
Imperfect~veJ 

i Perfective t 
2. Aspect -- J 

Progressive " 
3. Perfective --~thave -en} 
4. Prof>ressive --+ibe -ing l 

1 will j shall j can j may 1 5. 110dal -- " wouldjshouldjcouldjmight " mustjought to 

6. Tense __ ~I?~:~ast} 

7. Nonpast --~}~. }-t-Z"l.-~z'\-s 
8 P t __ FrregUla r} • as ""'t-id.-d,-t 

Aspect 

Eng lish 
__ ~tPerfective 1 

tPrac; rcG:1ive f 
P"rfect ive --"lhave - en} 
Progressive --.. tbe -ing} 
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13 '. g a . hedo (perf) a . He hus gone. (fbrf) 
b. hod :' - ~, 

( perf) b . They have writt~. (perf) 
f.. ¥ ,h!:.d ( imperf) c . He had pluy~. (perf) 
d .• m·,tt o 

~ - (perf) d . He ~ go ing (prog) 
e . They ~ playing (prog) 

, 
(imper f) e . y,m~,! 

I n the above examples, the perfective or imperf ective aspect in Amha ric is indicated by different vowe l morphemes. Howe~er, in English the perfective (have -en) a nd the progress ive (be -i:ng ) a spect a re used before a main verb and aff ixed t o a ma in verb. Besides , in Amharic the perfedt ive or impe r f ective a spect may not express the same sense as the perfective or peogressive a spect unless a tense-marker is added to it. 
E. g a. hedoalI --- a. He has gone. 

b. s',f..~wall --- b. They have writt~ 
c . tli.. c'£w l. t.£ nJbb dr c. He ~ play~ 

4.1.2 110dal. 

Amharic English 
\ ayk'.,r, m 

Modal --~jy,. m;lsl.:iw 
\ }y, honi 1. t nor o J 

The number of 

Modal 
r' will; shall; can; may I --~ l'IOUld; should; c ould; miGht I"~ must; ought t o 

" 

modals in Amha ric haS not yet been fully deeermined. Compared to the use of the modals in English , the modals in Amharie ha ve a more restr i c ted use in the language . 
Amharic 

E.g a sayheda a¥k~rl m 
' He may ga l , 

b. y .m .,t a y, m,;sb/li111 
' I think, he may come .' 

c. t,mdta noroall 
'You mi ght have come. ' , 

d. mdtto y.hon y:hOD a ll 
' Proba~iY: he has come. ' 

English 
~ . I will come (determi~ation) 

b. He may c ome . (probability) 

c . Ma Y I come? (permiss i om) 

d . "'hey shoul d do the work.(obligat ion) 
e. They mu s t do the \1ork. (necessity) 
t . 'ie ~ do the work. (ability) , . 
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So th~ moda l i n Amhar ic do not ex p r ess a ll of the i deas ex p r essed by the modals in Eng l i sh fr om a - f abov e , a nd Amharic uses some other lingui st ic form s to paraphrase the same meaning. 

4.1.3 Tense. 

Amharic 

Tense SNonpastl --., 1J'ast 1 

( a ll~l Nonpast --tl,n4w 

Past ---;> n,)bb"ra 

Eng lish 

Tense __ \Nonpast~ 
"1tpas t J 

S' ~ } Nonpast --~l " - Z '\.-1Z'I.- S 

1 ast --~irreGular 1 
t-1d\-d 'l.-t J 

In Amharic the t ense-ma rkers are f ew in number; they a re attache d at the Bnd o f a 'I~f ect or i mperfect verb o r they c a y b e part of t h e copula i n p r ed icativ e sentences . Howev er , i n Eng lish the inflec tional e n d ing s which s e rve a s t e n se-markers change with the preced ing sound of a v erb or they may ha v e ir~egular f orms. 
Amharic EnGlish 

E. g a . tnn~slP zaf YLk~r~t'allu(-past ) a. They c ut t. tr ecs .(-past) b. (SSU wanbdrun y,t'~rgall (-past) b. He ruby-z/ the cha ir.(-past ) c. LSSU .,zz iya y.dars~(-past) c. He r eac hes/-iz/ there .(-past ) d •• ssu b~,k .flu w <st y .sarall(-past ) d . He worky- s / in the class. 

(-past) e •• ssu m~st )watun s~bb~r~~(past) e . He broke(irreg )the g l a ss. 

(past) f. , ssu astayay~tun ak~rrab ~(past) f. He f onlard~/-id/his 
suggestions. (past) I, rJ b ' ,ss u ~afun ',10'lt t a 1:. (past) ns . He climbed/-d/the tree . 

(past ) h. , ssu b~l tj j ag .. rQdwa sak'cll( past) h . He l a u gh&-t/ at the girl. 

( past) In these examples, t h e d if ferent nonpast a nd past i nf l ectional e ndings in English ha ve be e n replaced by only two te nse -ma rkers in Amha ric. 
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4.2 Deep t~ Surfa ce Contrast of the Amharic and Env,l ish Auxilia ries . 4.2.1 Aspect . 

Amharic - ---E. g saiftoall 
S /r ......... , 

/; j~rx I T~rSC 
, t -past 1 

I III \ 
Sine 

12 Hasc J ,----I P 

As:?::~se \. j L 
1'1 Per f j-. [-p st ! \ III III ISing' Sing V Croot) L.lnsc ' Nasc 

NP 

Nl' 

a . s-t- (verb root) 
b. sa·t'to ( aspect) 

English 
He has G iv~ 

S 

a. he+nonpast+have - en+give 
b . he+ho.ve+l1onpa st+give+-en 

He has g iven. In Amharic, the aspect is realized into s urfnce stru"ture by copying the perf aspect (vo,Tel r.lvi phemes) into the ve rb root; in English by affi::-hopping ,;hich a ttaches the tense-narker to have a nd the affix to the main verb. 
4.2 . 2 .~ . .'?~~o 

NP 
/ 

NP 

English 
He may give . 

\:---vP 
/\. \ Tense Nodal V 

-pLt [d~~J g}ve 
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Both the Amharic and English moda ls may be realized into surface strueture by rep~acing the proper surface structure modaIs fer those which are r epr esented i On the deep structure . 

NP 

tiP 

4 .2. 3 Tense . 

Amharic ---
S 

' '\ux 

\ 
Tense 

\ 
I -Past i 
, III! 

1 
Sing I 

S l~asc 1 

~ux J / _____ 
V Aspect ~nse , I 

\ 

; \ ,- - Past -, ~mperfl III! , lIT 0 
• S ' . V9root)! Sing i 'I "j1.n

g 
I,. ". r a SC a . s-r - (verb root ) -

b. y , sar~(aspcct) 
c . y , sar all(tense) 

English 
He comc~. 

S 

/\------~ AUx VP 
I I / Tense V 

o I \ NP - Past Came 

a . He + nonpast + come 
b . He + come + nonpost 

He comes . In Amhar i c , the tense is realised int o surface structure by ~opying the ir.lperfect aspect into the v erb r oot and by a ffix-hopping and 
in English only by a ffix- hopping . 

Thus , the dee p t o surface realizat i on of the Amharic and English a uxiliaries m~y be sumr.larized as fol l ows : 
Amharic 

a . By c opying either the. perf o r 
imperf a spect into the verb r oot. 

English 

b. By substit ut ing the proper a . By substituting the proper modal mosal f or tha t which i s represented for that which is r epresent e d ' in 
in the deep structure . 

iha deep structure. c . By a~fix-hGPping whi ch att&ches b . By aff ix-hopping whi ch at taches 
the correct tense-marker t o the 
imper~or perf verb or the copula . 

the tense-Inarker to main verb or 
the auxiliary and an affix to a 
main verb . 
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I " 4.3 The surface Structures of the AmhariccAnd English Sentences, 

~· . 3 .1 Questions. 

4. 3.1.1 Yes/No ~Qesti ons. 

Amharic English 

se.: I 2 3 

If have "; ~ 
SD: Q+NI!~- Tense \ ) be \ : \ . , 

l moS'alj. 
'd~-··- ·· ·4·· ' I 2 3 

SD: Q",NP--VP-- Aux 

se: d 3 2 
The transformational r,;:Ies clearly show the difference ot 

question tra nsfo rmat i ons in Amharic and Engl i sh. In Amharid , any 
Yes/No question may be c on s tructe d by attachi'ng OnG o f the three 
elements which is in the braces i.e ., inton , -~or ':!!,;iJ a t the end of 
an aff i rmative sentenc e . But i :n English ha ve, be o r modal are inser ted 
b e fore a NP. I f none o f these three is p resent , a tense - marker i s 
shift ed b",fore the NP and "Do-Support rule" is applied . Besides , the 
forms of these: c onstituents change ,lith the tense a n d the mumber of t he. 
subject . 

E.g 

Amharic Eng lish 

a. Does he come1 lVill he come?crr: 
-r;-he c oming ?----

b . m;,t't a ~? b . Did h e come? 
c . m ... t'to all \;)y? c. Has h e come? , 
d . m·:, tto n:.bb ;' r .) '!!.J:f..? d . Had he come? 
In nhe abov e example s , the d i ffere nt Yes/NO questi ons i n Engl i s h 

ma y be repla c ed by anyone of the three question f o rmimg par t i c l es 
in Amh.::t ric . In the eX/1mple s the English qu est i ons are replaced b y on ly 
one Yes/NO question f orm ing part icle (i . e ., wdY) . 

4. 3.1.2 Wh- questions. 

Amharic Engl i sh 

1 2 

i j" have ; ' 
Te nse ! ) b e f 1 

\' mode l ' 
o • ' .;" 

t~ 3 · ...... · - -.-:...:..J 

SD : ~+NP- -VP--\~hQ--Aux 

se~ 1 2 3 4 5- + (2) -4-3- 5 
SD: Q+IVH--NP--

se : I 3 2 
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In Amha r i c, the Wh-questi on is constructed by placing the question 
word before a verb. On the other hand , Wh- questi 0n in English firat 
shift s haZ4 , be or modal betore the subj ect nnd if anyone of these 
is not present the tense - marker is shifted before the. NP and the 
Do- Support rule i s applied. After that, the quest i on word is fr onted . 

Amharic English 
Iii . g a . y , m.,t'all (affirm) a . He comes . (affirm) 

l~ m , n y,m)t'all? (Vlh-Q) Does he come? (Wes/No Q) 
Why does he c omel(l,h- Q) ~ , 

b . hed ' (affirm) 

c . w,det~ hed~? (Wh-Q) 

4 . 3.2 Negatives D 

Amhar ic ----
\ J:,ll) m 
\ ayd~llJ m 

SD: Neg+NP--VP--AUx) al- (m) \, 
, ba ~ - 4 SC : 1 2 5 4';>2BHy,,~ _ ~;.a -( m) j 

i t.. ~ 

b . He went.(affirm) 
Did he go? (Yes/N6)Q) 

cc. \'l).~ did he go? (1Ih- Q) 

English 

SD : Neg+NP--

SC,: 

1 2 

2 

' \ have I '" 
Tensel,' be '( I 

\t modalJ I 
I _· ~:,v..r-""""'·: ·· _.J ",- 3" 

3 + not 
In t he above rules , negatives in Amharic arc formed by changing 

the positive copula i nto i ts opposite , by pref i xing or by prefixing and 
suffixing affixes to a v ~erb accordi ng t o the different con jugations 
o f a verb . tn Encl ish, sentences are , h owever , ch~ ng ed int o negat iv e 
by insertinG ~ot aft er h~ve, be , medal or if one of t hese is absent , 
Do-Support rule i s .pplied and tho c or rect f orm of fL i s used Rnd not 
i s followed a ft er that . 

Amharic En!:'llish 
E. G A I SSU q 11" (affirm) a · He is present (affirm) ,-

i SSU :tall,; m b. He is not presento (neg) 
b . ~ssu n -' \·,' ("ffirm) b . hli, i 60 (" ff irm) 

tSBU a :td7tllJm (neg) He is not . (neg ) 
c. ~ SSll y) m",t'all (affirm) c. He c omes. ("ffirm) 

.SBU f},.y, m )t'a!!!. (neg ) He does not come. (neg) 
He will comeo (affirm) 
He will notc ome. (neg ) , , 

d . , ssu m )t ta (affirm) d . He Came ( a ffirm) 
.ssu a Im~ t't',j !!!. (ne b ) He did not come.(neg) 



-61-

e • . ssu m: .. m .. t·atu n ·;w (" ffirm ) 

;ssu ali m.~' m. t·at u n .. ,w(neg) 

a . He is to come. (affirm) 

He i s ~ t ocome . (neg ) 
I n the examples , the different negat i ve morphemes, prefixes a nd 

prefixes and suffixes are replaced by only one ne gat ive fo rming morphemes 
in English . 

If . 3 . 3 Tag Questi ons . 

SD: Tsg Q+NP- Vp-Aux 

SC : 1 2 3 4 --
, 

I 
\ , 

2-3 H ~.+ al-m ':~ .\ 

English 

't; ha vei) SD: Tag Q+NP-- Tense ( be ',, - not 
\. modali l 

123 
SC ~ 2 3 4 5 3 # nt ~ 

4 

According to the transformational rules, tag questi on in Amh~ric 
is f ormed by a positive form of a verb f ollowed by e it her the negative 
fo rm of t h e nonpast tense- marker , Yjll;m or by the negative fo r m of the 
pas t t e nse-ma rker , alnrib b.1r ... ,!!!.. But a tag quest i on in English is f orme d 
in qu it e a different way i.e. , by either a posi t i ve sentenc e followed 
by a negative quest i on or a negat iv e sentence f ollowed by a p ositive 
question (acc or di ng to the conditi ons of tag quest i on transf ormation 
presented in Chapter ~~. The questi on at the end may be ha ve, be, 
modal or if one of thes., is not pre sent th" correc t form of Do is 
us ed . 

Amharic English 
E.g a . y, m?ta yJ llJm? 

. --.~-----. a • He c omes , doesn ' t he ? 
He will c ome, woni!lt he ? at' 
He i s coming , isn't he? 

b~ rnaito y .)ll~m~ b. He hRs come, hasn ' t he? , 
c . m;:tto aln:}bb~rJ ~ c . He had c orne , ha dn ' t he? 

1~.3.4 Poss i vcs. 

i\mhD.r i c 
English 

-x 

5 

SD : P.o s+NP.o Aux-VP-NP 
~ st 

~perf , 1 2 3 4 5 \ ta- l r adical 

1-5 
I t " ;Perfj 4 sc: 1 2 3 4 5 --3- (b +2)) " - T , ilmp j' 
\ st (impeillr !~ 
\ 1 rad ical .. ) .. 

geI1il.n . f ' i I 
'. ~n 1n _ J 

SC : 5 3be - en 4 by 2 
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In Amharic, a sentence i s changed int o pass iv e by a verb-prefix or by gemination of the first radical of a verb a ccording to the 
form of a verb. The active subject will be an object of a prepos i tion 
or may be omitted , and the object will b e the subject Likewise ,in 
English , a subject will be an object of a preposition ~ an object 
will be subject . The main verb is changed into past participle and is 
preceded by the correct form of an auxiliary presenting the person 
or the number of the passi ve subject. 

Amhar i c EnE;lish 
Eog a. ~ssu y. l;lli.'. df dlall a . He will be kill e d . 

b . iSSU t, g.,dd ; .• <i.) b. He ~ killed . 
c. ,BSU m:. llli. '. di .. l u n~w c . He i s go i ng to be killed . 

4 . 4 Deep to Surface Contrast of the Amh er ic and b ng lish Sentences . 
Almost all simple sentences in English have <qu i valent complex 

sentences in Amharic unless they are predica tive sentences wi th a 
copula. Whenever a simple sent once in English is realized from 
dee~~o surface structuro the transformational rules are fe w in 
number; but , its equivalent complex sentences in Amharic applies 
a greater number of transformatiomal rules for its realization. 

Under this section the deep to surface structure realization of 
equivalent sentences in Amharic and Eng l i sh are presented • So , 
under each sub - heading of this section , the transformational rules of 

~quivalent sentences .are presented s i de by side. Then , a sho r t remark 
i s made , based on the same transformational rules of both languages 
to show s imi lar i ties and d i fferences . 

4 . 4 .1 Quest ions . 

Amharic 

E . g y.hedall w~y? 
S 

/'J"-~ /11 ~ux 
/ ..' ; I 

(I.' NP S Tense 

/t~ux 
/ i ~ 

NP V(root) Aspect 'Tense 

English 

a. Does he go? 

- 1-\-----A ~ux -VI' 

-' / \ \ Q NP Tense V 



?he que8t ions are realized int o surf ace stru~tllres: 

a . By i d entical subject de !l:etion 

rule : 

l"J':t ,sall + I SSU + h-d- .. a ll + all .. : 

G • I.6SU+ h-d- + a li: l + all) 

b . By copying tli e imperf aspect 

into the verb root . 

Q * , ssu + hed + all + all~ 

C. By identical tense - mark e r 

de l et i on rule . 

't-+ ;"<ill + hed + all 

d . By affix-hoppin!; ;Ih i c h attaches 

the pers onal affix and tho tense­

mark e r . 

Q± ISSU + ~hedall 

e. By subj deleti on of the matrix 

sentence; 

Q+ y.hedall 

f. By qu estion tra nsformation 

which attache s a particle; 

Ylhedall + ~. 

y, hedall H;,.y? 

b . l , m, n y , hedall? 

s 

A ·r---.....·A:U X 

.' \ 
Q NP S Tense 

/
1'-_.., 
VP l iux 

./ / \ /',,-
NP NP V AspectT~nse 

a . By question transformation 

(inversion)rule: 

Q + he + n on past + go 

Nonpast + he + go 

b. By Do-Support rule : 

Nonpuot + do + he +go 

C. By affix- hoppinG wh i ch 

attaches a tense-mark~ 

to thu aux i liary: 

Do + nohpast+ he + go 

Does he go? 

b . Whi foes he go? 

/h 
//\ /\. 

Q NP Aux V Np 

I 
I 
I 
J 
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They are realized into surface structur es: a . By identical subject delet i on rule: 

~ + tBSU +4SSU + and ffi 'kniyat+h- d. all + all 

a . By question transformat i on (invcrsion)rule: 
(~*he + non:past+bo+Hh·~som e reason Nonpast+ he+ go+,lh - some r easol!! 

Q4 . SSU +and mdm iyat +h- d rall+ alLlb . By \~ h-question ~rans f ormat ion ~ 
b . By copying the i mperf aspect int 0 the verb root : 

Q + ,ssu +and m. k n i yet + h~d +~ll+alLr · a . By i dent i cal tense- mark er dele ti on 

Wh- some c eason+nonpas t +h e+go Hhy +nonpast +he + go 
By Do - Support : 
Why+ n onpast +do + h e+ go r u l e: 

d . By affix- hopping: Q + ,ssu + and m, kn i yat+hed +all d . By aff i x - hopp i ng which attaches the personal a f f ix and tense­marker to the i mperf aspect: Q'f , ssu +and m •. kn i yat+llhedall e . By delet i on of the sub j ect of the matr ix sentence: 
Q+ and m.kniyat+ Ylhedall r. By Hh- question transformation ; a nd mlkn i yat+ y . hedall 

l .'m.n+ y.hedall 
llm Ln Ythedall? 

Why+do + nonpast +he +go 
Why does he go? 

To real i ze questions f r om deep to s u rfac e structure , Yes/ No 
q uest i on transformation and \Ih- question tran s f o r mat i on r ules a r e app l i e d 
to bot h Amhar i c and English . Yes/ No quest i on transform a ti on in 
Engl i s h i nve r ts the or der and puts the a ux i li a r y be f ore the s ubj ect; 
bu t t he same r ule i n Amha ric attac h es a part icle . I n t h e same wa y 
i n Bnglis h ~ 'h-question t r ansfo r mat i on fronts a quest i on wor d a nd the 
same rule inserta the question word befor e a verb & 

-
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4. 4. 2 Negatil/es . 

Amharic 
E . g . ssu i!ymjt"a!!! 

S 

~f'jiux //' 
/ ,I i \ 

Neg /,t- 'I'ense / r ----Jt~x 
/ / /~ NP V Aspect Tense 
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English 
He does n otc ome .. 

/I~---A~x -V\ 
.' . I , Neg NP Tense v 

The negatives are real i zed i nto surface structures: a . By identical subject deletion 
rule: 

Neg+ ,ssu+ ,ssu+ m- r'- +all+ alH 
Nep;+ . ssu + m- tO-+ all+ all 

a . By neg. transformat i on which 
insert s !!£!' .i -
Neg + he + n onI,;:.st + come 
He+ Honpast +not+ come 

b . By copying the imperf aspect 
i nto the verb r oot: 

b . By Do- Support: 
Neg + ssu +m2t ~+ all+ All 
c . By ident i cal tense - m%rker 
deleti o n rule : 
Neg+ ssu +m ~i a + all) 
d . By aff i x - hopping which attaches 
the pe~soDal affix and the tense­
marker to the v e r b . 
Neb+ ,SBU +um,j=t'al~ 
e . By negative transformat i on wh i ch prefixes a and suffixes mo 

tSSU + ~ym:;.t·a!!!. 
i SSll aym -: t'am 

He+ nonpast +do +not +come 
c. By affix- hopping which attaches 

the tense-marker to the auxilai ry: 
He+d o +nonpast+ not + come 

He doe s not come. 

In Amha ric , neg . transformati o n prefixcG only an affix or prefixes 
and suffixes affixe s to a main verb . I n English , tho correspond i ng r ule only inserts ~. 
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4 . 4.3 Tag Questions . 
Amharic 

E'i5\;nn.)ssu y chedu y)ll )m? 
8-

. .,-------.. /1\' '~~x 
/. \ \ Tag Q NP S Tense 

/ /f't 
NI1 V As'pe~nse 

The tag questi ons a~e realized 
J a. By identical subject ~eletion 

/. rule : 
Tag Q+ .nnjSSU + ,nn ··, ssu+h-d + 
all + all" 

Ta\} Q+ •. nn,·ssu+h-d- +all+alB 
b . By copyinc; the mmperf 6.spect 
int o the verb root: 
Tag Q+ ,nn~ssu+ hed +all+all' 
c . By identical tense- marker 
deletion rule: 

English 
They go , don ' t they? 

S 

/j );-v\ 
/' I \ \ Tag Q NP Tense v 

into surface struetureS~ 
a . By taG question transfor m-
at i on which triggers the dopying 
of the tense- marker, inserts not 
(if it is not present i n the ma i n 
part of the sentence) and replaces the subj by a pronoun in the 
second part: 
Tae 9+ they + nonpast + GO 
They tnonpast+go# nonpast . not+ they b. By Do- Suppvrt: Teg Q+ 1 nn ~BBU + hed +al11 They+nvnpast+ goi;nonpast+clo+not+they 

d . By affix-hopp in~ which attachesG_ By affix- hoppi ng : the personal affix and the tense­marker t o the verb : 
Tag Q+ I nn;,ssu+1.!.. hed!;+all 
lie By tag';,uestion transformation 
"Ihich triggurs the changejof the 
tense - mark er to it s oppos ite: 

.nn )ssu+ Y' hedu +y Hl.;m 
,nnoSGU y hedu y;ll::;m? 

'ihey+g-o+nonpa s"tJlf do +nonpast +not+they They go, don ' t they? 

As shown in the example , in Amharic the tag question transform­ation rule changes the tense- marker int o its oppos i te and in ~nglish the same rule copies a ten(ls- marker and? pronoun similartothe subject 
of the Gentence in the second part. 



11> . 4 . 4 Pass ives . 
Amha ric 

A x 
. \ Pas NP T Tense - /v~ux 

//\ I~ NP NP V Aspect Tense 
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English 
The shoes will be polished 

Pas NP 

The passi ve sentences a r e r ealized int o surface structures : 
a . By ident i ca l subject de letion a . By substituting the proper surf . 
rule : 

structure modal: Pns + SOW + S~W + c'nmmu +t- r - g+ Pc.s+some one +nonpnst+modal+polish+ 
a ll + al~ 

the shoes P"1.S + ~ W + c'ammn 
, 

+ t - r - g "al l + 
alJ'~ b. By copyinB the i mperf aspect int o the verb root: , Pas+8flw+c'amma+tclrd B+a ll+a l l') c . By i dent ica l tense- ma r ker de l et i on ru l e : 

Pns+s~w+c~mmo+{~r.G+ulld 

Pas+some one+nonpnst +will+polish+ 
t he shoes 

b . By passivizat i on rule: the shous+nonpa st+will+be+ - en+ polish+by+ some one 
c. By agent delet i on rule : the shoes+nonpast+will+be+ - en+ 

polish 
d . By pass iviza tion which changes d . By t he position of the s ubj ect and the the object and the verb geminates: 

a ffix - hopping : 
shoes+will+nonpast+be+polish+ - en 

I 
• , camma+bis.;lW+Y l ttw r~g+all 

e . By aGent de l et ion rule : , , , c am~a+y \ tt cr.g+all 
f . By "'ff ix- hopp ing Hhich a ttaches the personal a ffix and the tense ­marker t o the verb : I 

' , c ammaw+ y ,tt~ruBcll c ammaw y (.t't·~r,)Gall 

The shoes will be polished . 

In Amha ric , p~ssivization Gem ina t es a verb or adds an a ff i x t o a 
verb a nd i n Engl i sh , it introduc e s an auxiliary and a n a ffix (i . e ., be- en). 
However , in both l anguages i t changes a s ubj ec t into an ob j ect a nd 
a n object int o a subject . 
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CHAPl'ER 5 

5 . 1 Summary. 
Th e c onst i tuents of the Cluxili .:: ry i n ilmh<1rid: us we ll <1 S i n l!:ngl i sh 

are thre o in number huv i nb the snme names . They Gr e ~spect, mod a l 
and tense . The f o rms a nd the o r ders of every const ituent [Ire d ifferent 
i n the twc l <1 ng uages . 

F or instance , in Amha ric an aspect de t e rmine d the morpholog ic a l 
shupe o f the r adic a ls of a verb r oot , whethar i t i~past, present o r 
future a ction ; in Engl ish , it is u sed b oth b e f ore a verb and affixed 
t o a v e rb t o show c omple t ed or cont inuo u s nct i on of a verb. The modal 
in Amharic indic u t es prob a bi l ity or unc ertainity and its func t i o n i s 
limited c ompa red t o the functi on o f the modal in English. On the other 

hund, in Engl i s h the funct ions of the modal varies with the situat i ons 
and the attitudes of a speaker . In both l angu aGe s; t ense s h ows past 
or nonpast . The tense- markers i n Amhur ic u r e limit ed i~~mbe r . But 
the tense-mark~rs in English cha nGe wi th the preced i ng s ound a n d 
subject of n verb. 

The a uxiliary in Engl i sh is very imp ort a nt in sentenc e transform­
at i ons i. e ., i n trnnsformins sentences fr om basic stat ements int o 
questions, nega tives , tag questi ons , passives etc . Wost o f the time 
the a uxilia ry in Engl i sh i s de~ined by it s position in d iffe r e nt 
sentence trans f c rmati ons . However the the Amhar i c a uxilia ry has 
hu r d l y any func ti on in these a r eas . Besides , the f o llowing generat ive a nd transform<1ti onul rules o f 
the i:\uxilia ry in ilmhar ic and English mny aumma rizf1 the sescriptio n a nd 
nnd unalysi s of the <1uxiliary in Amh<1r ic und English o f the preceding 

chapters . 

-
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A concis e presentat i on of---

5 .1.1 The PS Rules o f the Amharic a nd English Auxilinries . 
Amhar ic English 

Jl. Aux --.; Aspect + (Nodal) + Tense 1 . Aux --..., Tense + (Moda l) + ( Aspect) 

2 .Aspect 
\Perfec tive 'J 

__ ~i . 

' ~Imperfect iv eJ 

3 . Hodal 
'ayk ) r.m I 

---l )y,m:..f1T-l w -I L ~~~~n '! ~lhon) r 
\ Nonpast ) 

4. Tense --"'I " 
"Past J 

\ a ll';' i 5 . Nonpas t --" , \' t..- n ()\·/ 

6. Pnst --., n ')bb ,)r<.l 

5 .1.2 Qu e s t i ons. 

5.1.2.1 ~Y~e~sL/~N~O~Q~u~e~s~t~i~o~n~s . 
Amharic 

SD: Q+ NI?-VP-J\ux 

se: 1 '2 3 

5.1. 2 . 2 Wh-questi ons • 

. Amhnric 

SD: Q+NP--VP- - ltJ hQ--Aux 

Be: 1 2 3 4 5-~ (2) - 4 - 3 - 5 

, \ JYerfect iv e 1 
2. i' Dil) 0Ct -~.( , 

lFrogressive i 
3 . Pe r fedtiv e --~ \hQ.ve - en t , 
4. Pr 0;-~ res sive --..,Ibe -ins t, 

, " 

5 . ~lodal 

. , 
( will ; shall ; c an ; ma y; l 

- --t {woUld; should ; c ould; might;i 
I must· ou~ ht t o ,~ ! ,b ~ 

, \ Nonpast ) 
6 . Tense 7' r 

--- \Pa st .I 
- ', ,d

t' 7. Nonpast ---)': , ' 
:~- z \.-".l. Z L- S .. 

, irregul l:r I 8. Pas t --~~ -id ' -d ~ - t t 

SD : Q+NP--

I 2 

se: d 3 

, ' 

English 

Tense I il5!!ve '/ )' 
'\1 modal ) 

t ___ .~~-l 
3 ' 

2 

English 

SD : Q+WH--NP--
'\ have t 

Tense '; be : 
Cm o ela l l ; _ . __ .,.,....-__ J 

1 2 3 
2 se : 1 3 



- 70-

5.1.3 Negatives • 
• 

llmharic 

'y,ll.m : 

so : I a y d : lldm / 
Neg+NP--VP--Aux ',,,l- (m) "\ I SO: 

' I,b/), - '\ ()l ~ 
SC: 1 2 3 4"'21~l~y~m-\!"- m q (- If 

I ' I lid" ) -* '-- -

5 .1.4 Tag Questi on s . 

tlmharic 

S8 : 

Enf)lish 

,r have _\ 
, , I I 

Neg+NP--Tensei,~ be \1 
\. l modal , 

I _.~_. _ ..... .. -.-_. _-1 
1 23 

2 3 + not 

so : Tag Q+ NP- VP- Aux 
English 

SD : Ta g Q+NP--
,I I have i) 

Tens e! (be (-not - x 
\ ! modaH 

1 
\ J .,1l2 m ~ 

2 3 4 --~ 2- 3tt4 + al- m'q 

5 .10'5 P.:lssives o 

Amhar i c 

I 

SC:: 2 

2 

345 

I • --~ 
--~-

3 4 5 
3 # nt 2 

English 
SO: Pt\s+NPI-NP2-V-I.ux 

.. st SO :Pas+NP-l.ux-VP-NP 

SC : 1 2 3 4 5 -"3(b 

I ta- l radic a l a perf 
+2) i t . _ jperfJ - 'l 1 

\ st lImp i, L 1 radical 

·1 -~ 
, \' imper f / j 

e;eml n , f' " ; ~n In ._ 

2 3 4 5 

SC:5 3be -en 4 by 2 

5 . 2 Hypothe t ic a l Predictions of Errors Ba sed on the Contrast. 

In the c ontrastive ana lysis the surface struc tut es ~s well as 

the deep t o surface structure differences of the auxilia ry i n Amha ric 

and English have been i de nt ifi ed . Th e funct i on o f t h e a uxiliaries of 

eac h langugge in Sifferent sentence tra nsf ormati ons ha s been c ontrasted . 

On the surfa ce , every c onstit uent o f thh a uxi l i a ry of each 

l a nguage has a differnt structure . To r eal ize the same constituent 

frmm dhep to surfa ce structure , each language ma y apply the same 

transformL', t i ona l rul e; but, this does n ot functi on in the same \'I[lY 

in each language . 

So , the pred icti on of errors which a rc ind i cated below is ba sed 
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on the c ompa rison of the auxilia ri e s a nd s e nt e nc e t ransfo rmations 
o f Amha ric a nd Eng lish Hhich has be e n g iven in the prec e ding cha pter. 

5 .2.1 Aspe ct; Both in Amha ric and Eng lish a spect is a c onstituent 
o f the auxiliary. Ai> s h owm in the c ontrast, the aspect~n Amha ric i s 
different fr om the a spect in Eng lish. 

Hence , an Amharic spe aker in le a rning the perfective or progressive 
aspeot may use the inc orrect f o rm of ha ve with the -~ suffix , o r the 
wr ong f o rm of ~ with -ing suffix with different p e rsons a nd tenses 
s uc h n s the f ollowing . (The s e errors hnv e a lso be e n observed in English 
teaching ~lass e s) 

E. g • a . He ha v e go ; he ha ve went o r he ha v e gone. 
• b. We ha s g o o r h e ha s went. 
• c . Th ey ha s g o ; they ha s went o r they ha s gone . 
• d . I mm · pla y; I is pla y; I Wa s pla y or L were playing . 
• e . They is pla ying ; they i s pla y; the y a r e pla y o r the y were pla y. 

5. 2 .2 Moda l: Both Amha ric a nd English ha ve moda ls. The Amharic 
spea k e r ooe s n ot use the modal in his l a nguag e t o e xp re s s permissi on, 
prob a bility, d e t e rminat i on, a bility or obligati on like the moda l in 
Englis h. s o , h e ma y u s e the wron g moda ls othe r tha n thos e correct modals 
expresse d in the f ollowing e xa mpl e s. 

E. G a. 

b. 

c. 

d . 

e . 

li Hill g o the r e .(t o expre ss Qetermina tion) 
The y ~ust s tudy the ]essor..(t o e xpres s n ecessity) 
He should c ome . (t o expre s s oblig~tion) 

they ~ do it. (t o express a bility) 
May I go out? (t o express permi s sion) 

5 . 2 . 3 Tense: In Amha r i c " nd En g lish the t e nse - ma rkers a l1 e different . 
;, spe l}ke r of Amha ric l earning t h e t e nse i n Eng lish may make e rr ors 

of the f ollowing type S. (These a r e a l so a ctun l e r r ors c o~mitted by sec onda ry 
school s tudents . ) 

E. g *a .. He drink- wa t e r. 
• b. He t e a c h"- or te nchs Eng lish. 
• c . He l ear n..:.: Eng l i s h yeste r day. 
• dI . He buy o r bu;tecl sugar. 
• e . He sen d o r s ended the l et ter . 
• f . He hit ed t he child . 
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5.2.4 Questions : C,nostructi!,g questi ons in En~lish may be ve ry difficult 
f or a n Amharic speaker bec ause, its shown in the compa rison, the constructi on of a questi on in his language i s quite different fr om tha t of English. Because of that a n Amhar ic "!len.ke r in lea rming questions in English ma y use an a ffirmative sentence a s Yes/No questi on or a question word in fr ont of nn aff irma tive sent ence like \'h-question. 

or he ma y invert the inc orrect f orm of ~, be , modal or ££. E.g • a . He came? (Yes/No question) 
• b.Why he came? ( i~h-Questi on) 
• c. Have he ca me? (Yes/No questi on) • d. Was the boys coming he re? or ~ the boys c ome here? (Yes/No Q) • e . Is I go ing there 1 or Is , I go there?(YesiNo questi on) • f. !!t.e. they gone t o school ? or Has they go t o school?(Yes/No Q) 

5 . 2 . 5 Negat ives : The negntive i n Amharic a nd English a r e not the same . Hence, a speaker of Amharic in TIea rning the negat ive in English 
may mnk e the mist ake of using not bE£ore a ma in verb or a fter a main verg without a n auxiliary. 

E.g • D.' . lie not go or he go not • 
• ' b. He not went or he went not. 
• c. He not gone or he gone not . 

5.2.6 Tag Questions: Tag quest i on may be a serious learning problem t ,o a n Amhar i c speaker . The f orm of questions which the writer 
has considered as tag questions i n Amha ric a r e ve ry differnt from the tag question in English. 

It may be very difficult t o predict the types of ~rrors a spe aker of Amharic ma y commit in 
Perhaps, He may cons i der as t ag 

l earning tag quest i on"English. .. 
question Ye s / NO negat i ve questions , sentences or like tag questions in Amhar ic a positive sentenc e 

negativ e 
f ollowed by not . Or he ma y construct the ,;rong f orm, of tag in the second 
pa rt of tag questi on const ructi ons . (Errors of the following types ~re common in sec ond~ry schools. ) 

E. g • a . He did not come? 
• b. Di d he not come? 
• c. They ha ve mot played? 
• d . Have they not played? 
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* e . She was not here? o f. He comes not? 

o g . They have come not? o h . The men came , don 't they? 
ilren ' t they? 
Heren ' t they? * i . ThE boy comes , isn ' t he? 
don ' t he? 
didn ' t he? O J .• The boys a r e playin!; , don ' t they? 

we r en't they? 
haven ' t they? 

5 . 2 . 7 Pass i ve s : Due to the structura l d ifference of the passive in 

Amhari c and English , an Amha ric speaker in l earning the pass ive in 

Engl i sh ma y usc the ,;ronG f or m of a n auxilia ry before a past participle 

ve rb , a pas t participle verb without an auxiliary , a ,Irons form of past 

participle verb with or wi thout an a uxiliary . (These are common errors 

m~d e by s econdo. ry school students while learning passives.) 
E.S * a ~ The books i s written by the man • • b . The book s written by the man • • c. The books are wrote by the man. o d . The books wrote by the m~n. • e . The books write by the man . 

5. 3 Conc l usi on . 
The problems of l earning the auxil i a ry in EnGlish that hv e be en 

observed i n secondary schools prior t o the study have now be en confirmed 

by the contra stive a na lys is. It may be said that the difference of the 

structures of the auxilia ry i n Amharic and Englis h may be one of the 

causes that students do not master the auxiliary in Engl ish f or a long 

t i me . 

So , pattiern practice may be one of the methods of overro.omcLng 

some of the errors an Amhar i c speaker ma y commit in lea rning the auxilia ry 

in English. Here , the exerci se pr epared must based on the generat ive 

a nd transformat i onal rules of the auxil i a ries disc ussed . The exercises 

should bive the students an insight to the r ules . Thi s may help 

-
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