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Abbreviations

A.D. =anno Domini (‘year of the lord’);
Ca. = circa (‘about’);
Cp. =compare;

d. =died;
T (ff) =folio(s);
G. =gadl

I.e. =id est (that is [to say]);
Ms(s)=manuscript(s)

Om. =om. (‘“Omitted’);

viz. =namely.
Ms(s)=manuscript(s)
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TRANSLITERATION

In this thesis, sources in thed@z language are cited from the hagiography of
Abund Bditrd Maryam, which is the source language. Their English transliteration

is as are local names of books, places and personalities.

The researcher used the Encylopedia Aethiopica transliteration system. The
consonants which the researcher used in the thesis are illustrated as follows:-

N = Bad

- = Bu

. = Bi

1 = Ba

. = Be

1 = BO

N = Bo

Some (P’0z sounds have no equivalent in the English language, so they are

transcribed as follows:-

v=nh
W=
0=
fi=S
0=3=S
T =C
7 =N/n
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Abstract

Mazora“ata karastos lived in 17" and 18™ cent.A.D. He established a monastery in Adowa warada
near Yaha which is named after him. He established his monastery after he received land-grant from
king Fasiledes. The primary source of his biography is his Gadl(vita) which was copied in 1926 E.C
whose archetype has been destroyed by fire. It deals extensively with the life of the saint with some
facts of that era. Though its historical significance is minimal, it discusses the saint’s close
relationship with the then monarchs. The paper is intended to present an edition and translation of

Gadla Méazora“ota korostos.
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Preface

This thesis is divided into seven chapters. In the first five chapters, general introduction, Méazara*até
korastos’ biography and contribution, and text analysis are included. The following two chapters
deal with text, translation, and general conclusion with recommendations. It also uses operational
terminology and abbreviations which are listed in the first chapters. Moreover, less known
toponymes and antroponymes (Mé&guna, Mazara‘atd karastos) are transcribed phonemically using
the Encyclopaedia Aethopica transcription symbols in the text and translation (i.e. chapter 6 and 7
respectively). The number of pholios is indicated at the end of every folio within brackets (). In
addition, the obelii (singular obelos-cross) t...1T are applied to locate the corrupted or omitted

words.
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Chapter One
1. Introduction and background of the study

It is understandable that the value of different acts of saints as source-material varies greatly
from one to another and each one should be considered on its own merits which depend on the
date of the composition, the relation of the saint to the internal politics of Ethiopia and the royal
court, and on the importance of the monastery he founded. However, even those Acts whose
contents do not include explicit information may assist in recapturing the general social and
cultural milieu of the period they record.

The hagiography ‘of Mazara‘ata karastos is one among the many Mss. which has not been
thoroughly studied so far. As the rest of Ethiopian hagiographies the Ms., which is available,is
named after the saint M&zara‘oté karastos. Therefore it is known as Gadla Mazora“até korastos.

Mézara*ota karoastos is a local saint of the native of Gondar. His father was L&base kardstos,
who was a ddgazamac % and a close friend to king Fasil. His first name, which his mother gave
him, was korno. But later on he was given a Christian name Mdazdra‘ota karastos by Aba Sona
korastos who had baptized him in his early childhood. His mother, Milanya, was able to bear
him with a lot of prayer and supplication because before she Mazara‘ata karastos had had five
children who did not survive long in life. At this time the Portuguese missionaries had been
favored by the then king Susenyos,® who himself was converted to Catholicism and had made it
state religion regardless of the reaction from the local people.

As a result of this, Milanya fled to the monastery of Walata Petros.* But she died after a
short stay in there. One day, Labase Karasatos took his son to the palac Mézara‘oté korostos e of
king Fasil®. Having seen the good-look and beauty of the son, he was so astonished and deeply
attracted that he told his royal members that he would give his daughter to him. But preferred to
live a celib Mazara‘ata karostos ate life and serve his God his entire life. Then he left the palace
for Aba Ya’agob Zagdmud monastery in which he met San Karasatos.

After having served the monastery for years, he became a monk. Shortly after, soldiers who

were sent from his father had come to take him to the palace, but he escaped from them and, at

Ut is used as equivalent to Gddl.

% A high military title.

® King Susenyos is the father of king Fasil. He reigned from 1604-1632.
“She is a nun saint from south Gondar.
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last, he established his own monastery known as Dabard Haméalmal near Yeha in Tigri region and
he died at the age of 93 on the 29" of G snbot®.

1.1 Statement of the problem

The value of Gadl interms of understanding the contribution for the reconstruction of the
political and ecclesiastical history of Ethiopiajn is inversely proportional to the distance in time
of the saint whom they intend to celebr ate and the date of composition or writing of the Gadl.

The Gadl whose copy | have in my hand dates 1761 the year in which the manuscript was
written probably shortly after the death of, according to the narration recorded in the text. Thus,
the composer of the hagiography attempts to reflect his beliefs while discussing the biography of
the saint. In this case, we should recall that hagiographic literature, despite its saintly subject
matter, did not partake of the exalted status of canonical literature. Because the monk writing a
Gadl felt free to shape and supplement his material to his purposes, since he knew that no one
was compelled to accept the truth of his narrative. Similarly, the scribe copying a Gadl did not
necessarily follow the same rules as one copying a Biblical text.

It is thus to the scribes that we owe the perpetual renewal of hagiographic texts. As a result of
this continual revision, it is frequently impossible to produce a critical text of a hagiographic
work.® What 1 do is to distinguish interpolations, deletions and errors committed by copyists and
examine these in order to gain a better understanding of the sources, the manner and the situation
in which the scribe or the author have used them. Therefore, in this work | put my effort to
distinguish the insertions and deletions so as to reconstruct the archtype ’ of the text thus, 1, for
the time being, restrict the study only on the Gadl because as many other Gadlat,® this Gadl is
also followed by miracles of the saint (T&4‘ammar) and Malka’ in his honor.®

1.2. Objective of the study

% The 9" month in E.C. which in turn is May in Gregorian calendar.
® Stephen Kaplan 1982: 19.

" The first copy after the original text.

® It is the plural form of GddL

° Encyclopaedia AEthiopica Vol.2 P.643.
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The major objective of the study is to reconstruct the text of based on the
existing Mss. by employing textual criticism.® In line with this major objective the study tries;
a) To find out the exact time in which saint M&zadra‘oté karastos had lived.

b) To show its historical and ecclesiastical relation to the time of that period.
c) To bring to light its contribution to the then time religious schism.

d} To show the philological value of the manuscripts of Gadla Mazara‘oté karastos .

1.3. Significance of the study

The researcher believes that the outcome of the study will help;

1. Understand the life and work of the saint Mazora*dta karastos in relation to the history of
Ethiopia in general and ecclesiastical history in particular.

2. This study may also be of some help for researchers and historians to undertake extensive
studies on the monastery founded by the same saint and also its historical connection to
that period.

3. The result of the study will also be useful for those who would like to make use of the
edited text for the public.

1.4. Design of the study and methodology

The best method the researcher will use to undertake the research on the  existing

manuscripts is textual analysis. Hence, such type of research will be conducted.

1.4.1. Data gathering
e The main sources of the present study are the manuscripts of Gadla which are foun
Mézora‘ota karastos in Dabra Hamalmal, Yaha,Tigri.
e The secondary source is based on the relevant books, catalogue of Mss and journals will be
consulted as well. Therefore, the researcher will have devoted his time in library.
e The researcher is also expected to take a field trip to Dabra Hamalmal monastery in Tigri
region near Yaha, because the Mss. are found in this monastery.

1.5. Review of related literature

19 The complex of rules and procedure employed to identify and eliminate these errors, and to reconstruct the original
text, or at least to go as near as possible to it.
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Up to this time, the hagiography of saint Mdazora‘ota kordstos has not been thoroughtly
studied. But three scholars discussed about the Gadl in an introductory and bibliographical list of
saints with a very short description about each of them.

The first is Roger Cowley ** who gathered and made a list of Geez Mss. which are found in
Tigri region. Kinefe- Rigb zeleke? has also prepared a list of 201 names of saints with a short
description of material resources available for each, both published and unpublished. But the article
mentions Mazara‘ata karastos as the 14™ c. saint which is contrary to the established tradition and
the written documents.

The other Amharic book written by Méarakoreos Araga™ has given general biography about
Mézara‘atd Karasatos. From this we can understand that no scholar has made philological work on
the Mss.

In addition, Conti Rossini** has also published the letter of King fasiledes in which it
mentions several toponyms which had been granted to Mdazdra‘otd karastos. These place names
which are mentioned in the letter are: Yaha,Mataro from top to bottom, the land of Ahdsa‘a ,Dabra
Anobésa, "Ada‘ogo B’adi ‘Abay, May Qisabo, land of ’Asogade, Ba’at Modar,land of ‘Ado Swdrat,
land of Sire and Daongorgora the whole ,Hodadoma, Dabdre, Sagola,2da Aba Samuel, da‘dro To
‘ona, dda Zdba‘e,May *Ahdrus. At the end, the letter concludes by anathematizing anyone, whether
a government official or anyone responsible of the areas mentioned, not to claim those places, by the

authority of the apostles Peter and Paul.

1 Cowley, Roger, 1971, 24
12 Kinefe- Rigb Z. 1975:57-102

3 Marakoreos Araga,1998 E.C.: 92-95.
* Conti Rossini 1909:48
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Chapter Two

2.1. History of the monastery of Mazora‘ata karastos

The monastery is called Mazora‘ata korastos communal monastery. But Kinefe-righ Zeleke
has written that the monastery is called Dabdra Hamalomal. According to the abbot of the
monastery Aba Takla Haymanot Gabramadahon™ the later name is the name of an area down the
mountain on which the monastery is located. It is named D&bard Hamalomal because of its fertile
land. Hence eucalyptus tree and other trees are grown especially in this area. The rest of the
surrounding is an arid land. The monastery is 54 km far from the town of Adwa which is an hour and
half walk from a small village known as Yéha, and it is located on top of a high mountain.

The monastery has been founded by Abund Mazora‘otd korostos. But before the

establishment of the monastery there was a small church close to the monastery in the name of St.
Georgis. According to the vita, Mazdra‘ota koraostos was wandering from place to place in search of
fertile land which is suitable for farming. The vita describes it.
OAP L. TIC DY PA0-& @0F hPN 0PI L WSSt HHh@F AhhA::
OATH PA@-L& hch OAT LhN 9°LL ASL HNPT 218 P90 AT L4 Lh AL +AN
aAPrLY Lnng AL 4.C ool XT1PU-:: (F.57v). After this subject, he was wandering in the
fields and looked for a fertile land which is suitable for farm. One day, when he was walking around,
he found a good land which is known as May Qdsabo. After he found it he did not linger in finding
May Dur, the place of his strife. (f..57v).

He found his permanent abode, which is May Dur, after a certain holy monk foretold that he
would find it soon. Then Mdazdra‘ata karastos and his disciples made a small shelter which protects
them from the warm sun and from the cold of the night. The monks began to farm, and the harvest
was too surplus that they handed out to the local people. Later a few monks gathered and became
disciples of Mézara‘oté karastos .

The development of Méazora‘otd karostos monastery had begun after the saint and his
disciples established a church of Kidana Mohoarét. (f.58R).

2.2. Current activities

15 The interview took place with the abbot of the monastery, Aba Takla Haymanot Gabramédahan on the 13" May, 2010.
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Since the establishment of the monastery by Madazdra‘otd korostos, the monastery has been
functional for over 300 years. During the establishment of the monastery the vita tells us that a
number of monks lived in it. Later on the number of monks fluctuated due to some factors. For the
last 50 years, the abbot of the monastery, Aba Taklad Hadymanot Gabramédohon told the researcher
that their number decreased significantly. Now, when the researcher visited the monastery only
fifteen monks reside in the monastery. The vita tells that the first batch of monks who came to the
monastery following Abund Mézara“até karostos died of a disease known as Badobad, an epidemic.

After the Dérag regime proclamation of ‘land to the peasant’ the monastery had lost its big and
fertile land known as May Dur. Only a very small portion of the land is owned by the monastery
today. Moreover, rivers located in the surrounding of the farm land of the monastery have dried.
Hence access to water has become so difficult. Because of these and other problems the monks have

flown to the near by towns as well as to other monasteries.

2.3. Administration

The monastery has no organized (written rules and regulations) administration. But the current abbot
of the commune, Aba T&kld Haymanot serves the monastery by preserving and administering the
farm land of which major portion is distributed to the local farmers. In addition to this, the abbot is
undertaking a process in order to have certificate from Adwa town municipality for the land of
16,730sq.m. which has been granted by aba Tasfamichael Abay who was formerly member of the
monastery, which is located in the town of Adwa. As aba Takla haymanot said the municipality of
Adwa Town does not allow the monastery to go on producing farming products on the land, since it
is developing town houses must be built on the land, according to the municipality. Therefore, the

monastery is striving to secure the land by building houses on the land.

2.4. Developmental activities

Regular devotion and prayer is common while physical labor and some other activities are
divided among members of the community. Sources of income for the monastery are the monastery-

owned land and the charitable believers.

2.5. Traditional church school
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The monastery is not known for its traditional school. But it has over 300 manuscripts which
have been preserved since the time of king Fasiledes. From among the four traditional subjects or
field of studies only Qoddase is offered currently. Even this is not that much wide and known. But

only the monks who live in the monastery learn it.

2.6. Mazoara‘ata karastos as an abbot

The vita of Mazara*oté korastos tells us that the saint had a deep desire to live in solitude.
When he was in Gundagunde a holy monk told him that the place was not his portion. (f.41v).

Later he made an abode in a place called Sanofa S&*at. Shortly after, twelve monks came to
him by the will of God (f 42R). After a few years all the monks died of malaria.Then after, having
discovered May Dur Mazara‘ata karastos established the monastery. He established it not because
he wanted to, but the monks could not stop from coming to where he lived. The vita tells this as
follows @A° &L 14T aoPON (N (9°0- L&k avihdt hov VA @01 AL 718 4C
aFh 15MN7 avthat hoo Ch@AL: OATNAYTL WVTHC DT ooihd aoRh
oO-+INA iU o T CA® At aoHé-6F ACOH0 haoold hav hbPL AMH.ANdC
H0hT2F OCh P A9°0NA After some time later, when his disciples heard that he was in the
mountain of May Dur, a few monks came to see him. And from other monasteries many more
monks came and gathered. Seeing this, Mdzdra‘dta korostos realized that God did not will that he
may remain solitude and be far from people. (f. 62v-63R).

And Mazora‘ata karastos @ch'td b+ wGe-t @0t AL LANC OML 9°v T MAINL
ve L&e NPT & “190C NBAN ®bAAS:: And he built a good house in ‘Egara Dabar. And he
assigned an abbot and made his disciples live in there in communion, in one heart and in one
thought. He had arranged his monastery according to the order of Mé&guna and Wéraq Laboho (f
.62v).

Then Méazora‘até korostos wanted to remain separate from his disciples. @hao'H w(2avo-
NLed Oh-A aoPOA hLFoo- Nhov +9°VL A°ANRU- P57 2CoT av1G OOCT
N @@.AEO0 Al ooHé-0+ aChtO b &1NC @0t LNC bl k Adge 4Aao
ek A9t A OALOCE Fht LAAC Mk HAZNA ANP-%t 7790C OHANA 11C
~7774%::In such a manner he arranged his children in the rest of their life as he was taught from his

holy fathers of M&guna and Wéaraq Laboho. But Abund Mdazdra‘otd karastos was living alone in the
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mountain, for the desire of his heart was fulfilled. He did not come down for nothing, except for the
benefit of the community and for something new.

When he became old, he assigned an abbot for the community. @A Lhnoo AT ooHi-6-F
ncoth onZh N Che7 TAN A9 8% HELPC AI°Led ov'ihdT HENAL KN
anha 79CL9°::(f.69v) When Abund Mézora‘até karostos tired and reached old age, he called one
amon his disciples, Aba Asdkalda Maryam, whom he loved (f 67v). After he urged his disciple
repeatedly Asdkalda Maryam accepted his urge. And he said AANf OCh% hoo favAL
ATMANNC NAATh PO A9°MY AN9chihe A AWt OCST:: O my father, bless me that

God may enable me with the help of your holy prayer, for I am not worthy of this order.

Chapter Three
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This chapter is intended to sketch a brief biography and contribution of Mézara‘gté karastos
as source of our knowledge about him is very limited. Let me start from his biography and proceed

with his contribution.

3.1. Biography

3.1.1. His name

Mézora‘ota karastos is his Christian name, given to him by Aba Son& karastos, who was
traveling round from one country to the other. Because at that time there was persecution of the
orthodox Christians by the people of Nestorians who were called ‘Afarang. One day, Sand Karasatos
met Milanya, mother of Mdzdra“dta korastos feeling sad about the baptism of her son, for she did
not know what to do. Then Aba Son&d Karasatos baptized her son, Mazdra“dta karostos. And he
gave him the Christian name, Mazara‘ata karastos(f 21v). But his name was Korno™® which his
parents gave him. He grew up learning fighting and riding horse. He received appreciation from his
friends and relatives for his astonishing skill.

3.1.2. From birth to death

Mézara*ota karastos was born from his father L&base Karasatos and his mother Milanya. His
father was commander-in-chief of king Fasiledes whose royal name was ‘Alam Sagéd. His father
also had nick name called Graf Labaso. Unlike the case of some biblical and many Ethiopian saintly
couples Milanya was not barren. The vita (f. 15R) of Mdzdra*ota karastos tells us that before she
bore him she had born five children from her husband L&base korastos but they could not survive
long. Thanks to her incessant prayer and supplication to God she bore Mazora‘ata karastos. The vita
(f 74v) tells us that he died at the age of 93.

Mézara*ota karastos fled from king Fasiledes when the king wanted him to give his daughter
to be his wife and he met Aba Sané kardstos and became a monk. (F.22v-f.23v).

After he lived several years in the monasteries of Wal dddba, Maguna and War agq Labsho, he
founded a monastery in May Dur near Yzha, which is still called in his name, and established a
communal life. But he lived alone on top of the mountain which is located next to the monastery;
except that he went down to visit his disciples for important reasons.

18K orno (lit. “With muscular arm’) it refers to his muscularity, because he was a huge and strong man.
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The vita (f.63v-64R) tells us that Ddgazamac Zara Buruk, chief of the region, granted
Mézara*ota karostos all the territory of Yaha. But he refused to accept the grant order for his
disciples not to be an impediment. Because he believed that this is a mechanism of the governors to
attract and seduce monks and make supporters of their ideology.

After the death of king Fasiledes his son Yohannes reigned. And he sent ambassadors to
Mézora‘ota karastos inorder for him to receive blessing of his kingship. Then Mazara‘oté korastos
met the saintly king and blessed his domain. Then the king urged Méazdra‘*dta karostos to receive
land-grant in Sare, the place known as Ba‘ata Maador.

When Mézora‘ota karastos reached at old age he appointed Aba ‘Asokala Maryam as an
abbot. And he died at the age of 93, in the 28™ of Ganabot .(f. 44v).

3.2. Mazdra‘ata karastos today

Our knowledge about Méazara“ata karostos is limited. But the saint is still remembered in his

monastery and the people of Yaha and its surrounding know about him for the following reasons.

3.2.1 Tombstone

His remain is buried in the premises of the monastery called in his name. His tomb is located
at a distance about 20 meters from the church named after him. First the tomb had been built by aba
Askala Maryam, his successor. Then it has recently been cemented and a big cross made of iron is

placed on top of it. But there is no epitaph on it that mentions the saint’s name.

3.2.2 Annual Commemoration

According to the vita there is one day a year that Mé&zdra‘otd karastos is commemorated.
That is Ganabot 29" the day of his death.

3.2.3. The vita

After having lived a pious life and passing many struggles in different monasteries,
Mézora‘ota korostos died in his monastery. His grave is also found in the compound of the
monastery. Mdzara‘ata korostos is not known in the main stream of Ethiopian Orthodox Téwahaddo
church (EOTC) and is not canonized. But a Ga&dl has been written of his life. However, the
manuscript which the researcher used is a copy from an earlier manuscript which has been destroyed
by fire.
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The Ms. has been copied in 1926 E.C. But the researcher has also had a copy of a manuscript
which has been copied from the extant manuscript mentioned earlier. Since the manuscript form
which the later Ms. is copied is extant, the researcher didn’t use it. And it has been copied for private
possession of Aba Gabdra ‘Egozi‘aboher, former member of Mézadra‘dtd karastos communal

monastery, who is now out of the country.

3.3. Contribution

Mézora‘ota karastos lived when the country enjoyed a relatively peaceful economical and
religious situation. Though there were obstacles, he managed to establish a new monastery and
secured quite large territory for the monastery. Of his contribution regarding literary activities the
researcher has seen a number of manuscripts that are preserved in the monastery, of which,
according to Aba Takala Haymanot, abbot of the monastery, quite a few of them are the collection
of Abuna Mézara“até karastos preserved well in a newly built house.But the researcher hasn’t seen

any written evidence as to whether Mazodra‘ata karastos made them to be copied.

Chapter Four

4.1. Historical Significance
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Hagiographies have great value for the reconstruction of the political and religious history of
Ethiopia. To learn about the past Ethiopia the only alternative we have is to study Hagiographies.
Especially hagiographies of the late medieval period have a significant contribution to the history of
Ethiopia.

Thus, to study the saints’ life from their Hagiographies may enable us to know the history as
well as the historical significance of the particular saint.

4.1.1. Jesuit Missionaries in Ethiopia

The time of Susenyos’ reign was the hardest time for the orthodox Christians since the king
declared Catholicism to be the official religion of the state, despite the strong opposition from the
supporters of orthodox faith.

Susneyos’ pro-catholic policy, which had been initiated in order to obtain Portuguese
military assistance, had thus leaded to a religious reformation. As a result of this the king had
incurred the wrath of his people and of the clergy in vain®’.

Traditional feasts and festivals were abandoned, and priests re-ordained several important
Orthodox Church and monastic lands were transferred to the Jesuits. Many persecuted and
dispossessed priests and monks fled the capital for the provinces. Not a few of their flock, however,
adopted the new faith; no less than 100,000 orthodox Christians are said to have been converted to
Catholicism in the districts of Dambeya Wagara alone.

Though it is not very significant the Hagiography of Mé&zadra‘dtd korostos tells us the

situation of the country. When the saint was born aba Sond karadstos, who made Mé&zara“dté korastos
monk was wandering from place to place... A1 07 ACA+fN hY PIm-& AI°UIC V1L
No-ak aoPoA NLT ALA AN hé OAREC PN “2CT hao PTI°$ao- (19010
ARG T HACHELT Adoe AMaNdC 9GP0 (A7 TH 11C OWOC AI°hhL 71U
AavGq 77 hHN 70TEN HENooR AGCT7E:: (f21R-V) . . . Sond karasatos was traveling

round, from one country to the other at that time, which was persecution time, by wearing the cloth
of a civil man, holding holy oil that he might baptize Christian children secretly. God kept him for

7 Richard Pankhurst 1998:105.
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this thing and hid him from the sight of the heretics, who are people of Nestorians'® who are called
‘Af orang.

4.1.2. On king Fasiledes

Fasiledes, who is also known as Fasil, assumed royal authority in June or august 1632 when
his father Susenyos abdicated, and he adopted as his throne name ‘Aldm Sagad. He reigned 33 years
according to some and 36 according to others,viz. From 1632-1665,or 1632-1667. He had five
children, four sons, and one daughter. One son, David, conspired against him and was kept a
prisoner, and one son, John, succeeded him. The information about his reign supplied by the
chronicles is meager and unsatisfactory™®.

According to Budge at this time of day it is almost impossible for anyone to write a true
account of the reign of Fasiledies, for the simple reason that neither the Abyssinian nor the
Portuguese documents relating to it are trustworthy. Bruce wrote in his Travels (vol.lll P.12) thus:
“The memoirs of these [Portuguese] missionaries, even when they were in the country, are to be read
with great caution: being full of misrepresentations of the manners and characters of men,
magnifying some actions, slighting others, and attributing to their adversaries; and, form the coming
of Alphonso Mendes, till they were banished to Massawa, great part of their account is untrue, and
the rest very suspicious. After their retiring to India, which is the time we are now speaking of, the

whole that they have published is one continued tissue of falsehood and calumny, either hear-say

'8 Nestorianism is the name given to a heresy which divided Christ into two persons, closely and
inseparably joined together and yet distinct. It became acute in the 5t cent, and is named after
Nestorius, bishop of Constantinople A.D.428-431 whether Nestorius himself held this view of the
Incarnation is a matter of dispute. In order to emphasize the reality of our lord's manhood the
Nestorianism doctrine conceives of the Incarnate as uniting in Himself two persons, the Logos and
the man, although these two persons were so inseparably united that they might in a sense be
deemed one. But, putting aside all technicalities, it fails to affirm, as Pearson admirably puts it
(Expos. of the creed, art iii, p.293 n.92), that the Son of God, begotten of His Father before all
worlds, was incarnate and made man and that the same only begotten Son was conceived by the
Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary Nestorianism in reality denies a true Incarnation. It was in
June 22,431 that 200 bishops assembled at Ephesus. Cyril presided over the council. Even though
Nestorius was officially called three times, he refused to attend, as his supporters hadn't arrived.
With the help of Memnon, the bishop Ephesus started the investigation and Nestorius was
condemned in a single session. The council declared Cyril's second letter to Nestorius with
acclamation and approved the anathemas. And this council has been known as the third
Ecumenical council of the church. As long as the Ethiopian Orthodox Church accepts the decision of
the council the heresy of Nestorius is not accepted by the church. Hence the objection of the
people against the teaching of Nestorius brought by the catholic missionaries who taught the
heretical teaching.

19 Budge vol.2 1928:397.
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stories communicated to them, as the say, by the remnants of Zealots still alive in Abyssinia, or

falsifications of their own, invented for particular purposes.”

But Budge doesn’t accept the above statement, because, according to him, he only heard the
views of his informants who could not verify correctly, of whom they lived more than a century
earlier. Thus budge states that the facts about Fasiledes suggest that he was a typical example of the
bold, warlike, and capable king of Abyssinia, possessing many fine qualities as well as certain
defects; but he was certainly not the craven, blood thirty and cruel monster that some of the
Portuguese writers have made him out to be?’.

The Hagiographer of Mézara‘dta karastos on the other hand describes that king Fasiledes

had made monks to be killed, for they rebuked him for having married two sisters at a time, though

he was considered to be a strong follower of the Orthodox Christian. MAY° &1, MDA h havlG
At A9°5 18CLY hL §mr AN T oo€bd AMaNNC OCES 12095
40.ALN A7 IET 1IC hov @172 OAPCE 9°0A 7142 ORS00, D
1140 OAICLAL AT TIC AN 0N Aoo T HATONL NaTEAl A ATHAP
hoo 121 AGPCT @LPFE AATAY ALON ACHTFN oo@dbsl ONAa: P8ovN
14001 Nh AT HHO Hah Adee ACHah 12715+ hoo SOAMIMSTO T2
OAT40h aoSE LT A9 Ndud T/70 90 AT8%h, AP Tht ALMT Bhv7 Ahoo
TGLmn A TAHH AMAY ALMN ACOHFN oo€dd ONA HPLPh AHE o377
Oar-0Nh €1 adt Nachl 1h: OLARL A AMAY 7127 oo T hoolt: 9°0C
AT OALLA®N 3V TRUH ANRT hPCET: @ON (9°G T+~ Wit 114 Oh
@0t AN /TG APML OSMT: @19°F AdA AT A9CD 1PCLN: @AHNH
LPPHL ®LALL Nduld Cre:: NAPHFHL TIC b1 vht 9Ng @0t oo1G::
O’ bk AANYT A9°D 1ECLN COTHE ATTFA” OALCU- 2AMNS: ONATHH
+9°% 7 ®OhHl P TFALP oo Arpeav. ovthil:: @b TAP o @170 hdA
Ag°0:: @AY, AC A9°5 1PCLN AHH L9° 14 Chd NP @chd heé- @avs.
Cah:: @12727h A 09°0 oo 3274+ 4?9181 9°0A Ir-Aeao- 1427 b (f27R-

20 Budge vol.1928:397.
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28v) Then Abuna ‘Amaha Georgis after he left Maguna,®* he went to the king, lover of God,
quickly, who had orthodox faith, Fasiledes, for a simple thing, to chastise him. He went and met with
the king. They discussed a lot of things. After many talks, he urged him and he said, “Is it true that 1
heard about you, 0 my lord, that you abandoned the love and fear of our lord Jesus Christ, lover of
man. Before, we, all the congregation were happy with you, for you straightened the faith, like
Constantine the emperor, and destroyed the heretics from your country of domain. Today, perhaps it
happened out of the envy of Satan, for you transgressed the commandment of our lord Jesus Christ,
lover of man, who chose you for this government. And you married two sisters at once, and now, 0
my lord king, repent from this wicked counsel. You don’t deserve to disregard the order of our
fathers, the Apostles.” When the king heard this thing, anger entered into his heart from the devil and
he became angry with Abund ‘Amaha Georgis. And he ordered to chain him and take him to a
remote country. For this thing, there was a great trouble in Maguna.And the disciples of ‘Amé&ha
Georgis exorcised the king, without fearing his authority. For this, the king became furious and
ordered to kill all the monks, and they were killed. They received the crown of martyrdom. He also
ordered our father, ‘Améha Georgis, to be beheaded by then. And the soldiers went and cut his head,
and he received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of God with all his chosen disciples. (f.27r-
28v).

2l Mag"ina Is a monastery in Alafa warada of North Gondar zone. Apparently it was not visited by
Europeans except Antoine d' Abbadie, who acquired and made several copies from the
manuscripts of Magvina's library. The earliest mentions of Magvina refers to the time of ase
Fasiledes, who is reported to have looted the monastery in 1657 During the reign of ase Yohannes
the monastery was rebuilt. Since that time Magvina has been un important unionist center
(Tawahado). Aba Haryaqos, head of Méagvina, was appointed mdmhar of dabra Libanos and then
Jcécécage between 1669 and 1673.

During Iyasu I's reign it was reaffirmed in the two high offices and kept then from 1682
presumably until his death in 1691/92. During the first part of Iyasu I's reign Magwina was a
faithful supporter of royal policy when in 1693 Iyasu asked monks to investigate the orthodoxy of
the new metropolitan abund Marqos, he trusted the competence of the clergy of Méagvina together
with monks from Waldabba, Qantdfa and Qvarasa, other well-known Tawahado monasteries. In
the 18th cent, Magvina had a strong leadership role of the Tawahado movement against Qabat
.(Anais Wion 2007:644).
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2. Mazora‘ota karastos’ relation with the then kings and provincial

governers

As | have said earlier the Gadl doesn’t discuss the political and religious situations of that
time in an elaborate manner as it intends to tell the biography of the saint. But the Hagiographer tells
us a brief detail of his relation with his contemporary governors of the country.

Abuné Mézora*oté karastos was born, highly probably, during the reign of Susenyos. Because
the vita mentions the persecution of the whites, who were followers of the teaching of Nestorians.
Moreover, it tells us the succeeding king, Fasiledes, and the saint’s good relation with the king, after
the saint had become monk and an abbot. The vita describes that Mézdra‘ota karostos had built a
church @%4, A4 MLAACHLEET @0 Cah £NC Nheo- APS.O 40L0 (70T
Houn 7127 949° A1& hhoo LhO 9°HACH ALTACHLL'T APSO 7IC 19CLN

HINZ +8.0ov0-:: And also he built a church in the mountain, in the name of saint Fasiledes, the
martyr, which king ‘Alam Sagad?® granted to him, for he found the church of mar Georgis ruined
with was there earlier. (f.63R).

Later on when the governor of that region, Dagazdmc¢ Zaro’a Buruk, heard that Méazora‘ata
korastos was in May Dur, he rejoiced and had sent ambassadors to him expressing that he was
delighted of him for having preferred May Dur to live in, and had the desire to grant him all the
territory of Yaha since May Dur could not be sufficient for his disciples. But Mazara*ota karastos,
expressing his being greatfull about the grant, he told to the governor that he doesn’t accept the land-
grant, saying,...@AL1NC 0PGT ADAL? OALILD hiror 114 N&16P hhao
héhfao- ANHPT oothd - @0t W+ o030t 0o 7 AT SOch P oo-

NASAA hL7 N9°70+ AT ...He (God) would not put impediment to my disciples, and
would not leave a disgraceful thing behind me, for |1 see many monks in the palace whom the royal
members attract them with an iron chain, by means of granted land (f. 64R).

After king Yohannes succeeded king Fasiledes, he sent messengers to Abund Mdazara‘oté

karastos to bless his king ship. Then he accepted the invitation and blessed his kingdom. Unlike the

? Fasiledes (reignal names Saltan Sagad [II] or Alam Sagad) was born in 1603 and died in 1667,
reigned from 1632-67, was a son of ase Susanyos.
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first case Mazora‘ota karostos received land-grant from the king in the land of Sare, which he had
given to aba Z&quroban, and he had built a church of Kidana Maharat. (f.65v).
Mézora‘ota karastos also had a good relation with king lyasu, son of king Yohannes and loved
him greatly. He had been granted a place called ‘Ambay Daga.
Of king lyasu the vita tells us that the king had left the palace and handed over his authority
to his son and had interned in to an island called Mdsdraha and became a monk. There, he was killed

by the son’s relatives of king Tekla Haymanot unjustly. (f.66v).

4.1.3. The Combat of the saint

The whole text deals with the biography, the combat, the miracles, and panegyric of the saint.
One day Mézara‘atd Karasatos heard that in one place people were scarifying for the devil. They
used to throw food and drink in the water for the devil known as ‘Aba Nazo. Then he rebuked and
taught them to repent and believe on God (see f. 54R).

Before the saint settled in May Dur he had wandered in different monasteries. One day, when
he was going out from his abode with his disciple to beg for food a certain owner of a farm land
didn’t want to give them food though they had told them three times to come the other day. Then,
the owner angrily told to them that they had to work and earn their bread rather than seeking other
person’s toil. Since then Mazara‘ata karostos realized that they had to work on their own and feed
themselves. (See f. 57R).

Generally, in many places the vita tells us that the saint had great perception to learn from

every encounter during his combat.
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Chapter Five

5.1. Text Analysis

5.1.1. Philological analysis
5.1.1.1. Description of the Gadl [G.]

Only one Gadl is extant. The vita | found in Mazora‘ata karastos communal monastery is
written on a parchment of 79 folios with two column of between 17 and 20 lines each and measure
20cm x24cm. It is copied in 1926 A.D. The manuscript is bound with wooden board covered with

linen. It has no title.

5.1.2. Linguistic features

The Ms. Used for this study is only 76 year old. Hence it is similar to the present day
writings. And the calligraphy is beautiful and very neat. Although it is clear and decipherable it is
not error free. These errors might be occurred due to various reasons. The major reason could be that
Ge’ez ceased to be lingua franca therefore the writer as well as the copyist (copier) might have been
influenced by his mother tangue and adulterated the text. The other reason might be, since the copier
has omitted some words and many letters,though he might have had high efficiency in Ge’ez
language,he probabley had been distracted,may be due to fatigue.So we see the problem in the

following sections from the G.

5.1.2.1 Phonological problems
The difference of similar sounds of the Ge’ez language due to the reason of the distant time
from the time of peaking make difficulty in order to distinguish, for example, the laryngeal and
sibilant, and are problematic. The G., as it common, confuses N(sd) w(s’d) A(sd) and 0(sd), U(hd),
h(ha) 1(hd); A('a) and 0(4).
Due to the influence of pharyngeal and laryngeals, the pronunciation of the following words

in the G. is changed.
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Text Gloss
1. G. HEg3L& 1 (f.23v) “Who hinders you”
To mean: HY> &0
2. G. &Y oo (f.44v) “to their capacity”
To mean: &--hY A-ao-
3.G. @aLHL7 (f.64v) “who doesn’t abandon”

To mean: MaLDL?

5.1.2.2. Morphological problems

Even though the Ms. is in good positions as far as morphology is concerned the following list
contains various errors. The reasons for some of them might be due to the common graphic mistake

and the rest might be arising from the influence of the language of the scribe.

5.1.3. Graphic mistakes

4. A-(lu) is substituted by é\-(19) in the following words.
G. @A@-ALnav-, (f51r)
To mean: MA®-A-£Lnao-1,
Gloss: and of your offspring
5. Unnecessary insertion of ---(-t3) and the substitution of -ch-(- hd-) by dh(ho)in the
following words.
G.7rav Fcht (f.44v)
To mean: a0~ J~cht
Gloss: ‘we many die under’
6. The first order A(sa) and -I-(td) is replaced by their six and Seventh order (i.e @
(sd) and -T-(td).
7. G. o-tonh (f.33r)
To mean: @-+®Ah

Gloss: ‘and is added’

8. G. €:CY-Fav- (£33r)
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To mean: :C'1 -f-ao-
Gloss: ‘their fear’
5.1.3.1 Omission of attached preposition (1-(b&-) and H-(z&):
9. G. Uh-k: @Fch', AN HAT10770'. (f.52V)
To mean: Ochrk: @Fch', N FAh HA%T070',
Gloss: ‘But release me from the word
You beseeched me by your word’
10. G. @11Hao- Nlnao LA @PNCao- (f44v)
To mean: @11Hao- (lnhae HELA @PNCE ao-
Gloss: ‘And he prepared their body for
Burial in the appropriate manner
and buried them.”
5.1.3.2. The middle Consonant t (ti) in the following word is omitted
11. G. @'N¢ Ahk: (f.28v)
To mean: @1N& Ochlk:
Gloss: “and he lived alone’
5.1.3.3. The scribe repeatedly omits the vowel —e- in the following
underlined words, and instead he uses -i- sound.
Let us cite the following examples.
12. G. HLM 2A%. OS2 NACAT 9°1h (f.33v)
To mean: HaM &A% AG£T NACK? 9° Tl
Gloss: whom the devil deceived by showing illusion’
13. G. Ahh 7101+ 21910, (£.33V)
To mean: Ahh 7700t L% 1P,
Gloss: for how long does he be patient on me’

5.1.3.4. Regarding the accusative case, The Gadl omits this case in

manywords.Some examples are cited below.
14. G. ALACH Ane av9NT- OMAAT (f.261)
To mean: ALACO AdT avGNT ®OANT
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Gloss: He didn’t interrupt prayer day and night.
15. G. @PNAhL P0G P80 (f.6s1)
To mean: ®+06AL NG PSN
Gloss: ‘with my holy oil have I anointed him’
16. G. HmL? @0t AN ool $8-0 (F.77r)
To mean: HOLY @0t ANY av3d.O P50
Gloss: ‘who inserted in our heart the Holy Spirit’
17. G.ao'1h( (f.28r)
To mean: ao'1h()
Gloss: ‘the monk’
5.1.3.5. Singular marker —a- is omitted from the following underlined
sentence .
18. G. @1oN L0, A7 (f.2r)
To mean: @hoN &0, hh9°7
Gloss: ‘again he says | believe’
5.1.3.6. The negative marker in the following word is omitted.
19. G. @A9* ¥ H4.Cv 9°+ (f. 32r)
To mean: @A Ha+F4.CV 9o+
Gloss: ‘and why are you not afraid of death’
5.1.3.7. In the following examples the word nagar and nagus is omitted.
22.G. ®NAFH U1 h-deoo- av'ihdt (f.34r)
To mean : @NA7TH 7IC DU h-Aeav- avihi|
Gloss: “for this thing all the monks were sad’
23.G. @ON 17 @~k 41D avhant (f.64r)
To main: @AN 17w @Ak THA 410 av\hnt
Gloss: “after this king became king he sent message’
5.1.3.8. The scribe repeatedly confuses singular nouns for their
Plural one. An example of such error is the following;
24.G. 270 ho1 @-ak OAL M Hoory (£.50v)
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To main; A7H h??1 @-ak @04 AHL Hooly
Gloss: ‘while we are children of this period of ours’
5.1.4. Other Problems
5.1.4.1. The G. unnecessarily inserts the conjunction @- (wé-) A-(l1a) and
H—(z&) in the following sentences:
25. G. A9°s Y. PPV ao(ide havsy @LFIA (f.22V)

To mean: ANY°%- Y. PPV av\A~ hao- L7114
Gloss: ‘the abbot seemed him it was true and he was shocked’

26. G. N7t 18a9°C HadO H714% (F.33v)
To mean; N9°7t 1h9°C AND U714
Gloss: “how do we know nobody told us?’
27. G. TOH@lA n?7U- ALAL NS (f.44v)
To mean: +TO@LF h?TU- LANL OS
Gloss: ‘Debra Sina disappeared in the same way’

5.1.4.2. In the following words the middle consonant sound has been

changed.
28. G. o +H.L1m. (f31r)
To mean @+H.£10.
Gloss: ‘and they discussed’
29. G. oI ao- (£.31r)
To mean -7n.C ao-
Gloss: ‘they consulted’
5.1.4.3. The scribe has written all the vocative cases as one single word.
Some examples are cited below.
30. G. hav@idbds (A (fA5V)
Tomean A oG Péb (A
Gloss: ‘o lover of man’
31. G. h@ALY (f.47v)
To mean: A MALY
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Gloss: ‘0 my son’

5.2. Metathesis

32. G. @718 havo- (f.2r)
To mean: HE T3P hoo-
Gloss: ‘who desires you’
33.G. chfiH (f.2r) To mean: $ch'HO  Gloss: “he looks at’
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Chapter Six
Text

Nhae Al OOAL Moo7i0 P40 & A9°Ah Nhoe ATHANNC oo&dd O NA LMNe N0
A72L  NACALU- O la oot NACAE 0L Oadvt 9%t ONAdvE: 4 & 9°0A
AMANNC ooFdn P50 O°0N AT ANNC OAL ONNoe AT ANNC DAL ao& Pl
MNa 4Mé e 9071 Nadvt 4922 ONAdt 9°1C 9°0h ATaduC ANl ®aoidn
P50 e oNheAMANIC aodh PE&O oGPl ANA 4N (71T 09°LC
0N Al OOAL 04-£1 a0 712 OnNC ONhdt 4.9 O°NC::0 N AN HAGPLY
ML maom@ CON> AT MaThhat OAL PVL ONAhM.ATY AT VAT 9°+1 HALPL::

o0 Nicht ADAL Hh@AT A9°ACLT° O+OAL (272 AhTHATY PEO(fIn)T L7
TC L OLHDT NLav- MAh NMAD L9°: OO Ago7dh $E0 HATR AT A9°dM AT
DAY APPNACTT OTIhLLU- LOCT: Ah9°7 ahTl NAN? ONPA? N8 A9°Ah ASH
e NAP? aoPOA HAAD TrH OAATY “bF:hl 8 GA9° NAhA OOAL & GFAI°
NAhA @ooidn P40 & GA9° NAhA @Ah Al hao o091 oo/~ hd B aopp-fao
® & °hGGov @ & LPLov:: & Ok AMNANNC 4N 71T O9°LC ONhC
oin Ho-tvkPoo:: @O0, Al 8 AMANIC @8 oAbt hb HaLA PLOTF 2740,
70 hoo AAASN LOA  HEOEINA A0 P&OF: N8 A A AhALP oo ON'LA
ATMANNC ®F aoAb+ Abh HEOTA HOAPCFIv)+ © AhAdt:: @NLA P Ahadt kb
HELAT avAbt UN i avAbt Aloe A & A9°hhAT B UAPT NhhALPao- @aohpty,
VA® WAPY- OALTELAT ANPT ' aoAb Ahoo PLOT 240 & @Ak NTPVL AINA
GAMT:: A 8Y AT & avAhboo. GOaoR h9PAn dhTHANNC Nhoo 8N ook hG «
AZ°An Ak Al A 9°Ah @Ak OAL A9°AR @Ak ovidO PSO:: OAL TN F
ACIART hA B A9PAR: @ONY. Ah9PToo- (F AMAT Ab hoo ANCYY° Sdchd @LoSN
A\ AT Aooik (FA9CSt B ooabt @0HYE & VAR aopbl Gaoof A ANGC
Nhoe 8N aoX A& ah WA © hao ANCYI® B0hd @LOPN AA & ®At ATH T 73
Ah WA & h(f2r) oo h89° #8791 Tl hA T @hk ATH & VAR:: @hon LN

an?° 7 hoo Al NOAL ONav b0 PEN:: OOALE NAN ONoo O P50 @avré.n

o

o

3G, con
G, h9°7
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P50 NAN ONOAL® Ut A0 041 WA GAMT OHAZNA @AM OF A ©Ns
aoA T hdvl; 9°ANS Ohdvt 229°% 1% hdvl DA Ohdvt, a0 ¥ Adhl: 078
Ohcht; ahe b @A A2AN P50:: (Hhoe WL Y2215 HL1TPY hPCLT OFAD-P
AFO 7 b ACHELT CEYT 12915 hovdh A 14t 15T OANA 9°70C
Wt M IMANDC AN LM M ST A9°AhA A9° RUAL Il VAP ALA

TAN- hYA2E hra O IMS A7 LMCEL Ab Al Hav- A (h 7F AGPCE ONAE2vY)
hoo ENP~P AONNA ®hoe PAI°S. hI°ANSU- ovAR T ONNA G471 hhI°C @-AkN WOA
O~k A9PLav GA9° Nhov LN, A hG AI°PLov LETC ovARRT APSO hAb
0N HTACS AN 9°N0 ORd:: Ot Al OOAL ®ov3d.n PS50::ANhovH 7127
LMl PALT OPNN ATH ARIT OANTE NANEh 20 @190 SU- b AZ e IS
M@t HiAoo NIHT ONH6S0 ALY N10-0 PS50 oollé-0F ACOAFO Adoe @At 0L
AP ZLP 0N A9°% PA MILAT ALOO DCAPO Ak ONAT ATH 216IC @8N
No-0t O7 PS&0O N0ST hd BNLS HIT  ZLP hhao Arav- Rht ooy ot
N21e1:: 01097 hA LCINT ®LAI°0-(f3r) Aheo aoopk  L0°:: ®OHF A1LP
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HouNh h81 OHALThOAD PANATH HOA H A9 heoh OHINLP® Halh ARG
Ah:: LAY N9°%% AMA AdeTe ADTh N TFHIASY AA9°h ATHATY “ICL9° AhAA+
Il MARI®YL WNOP OhTAavavy, (W7 Nk A0¢ HIF A7H UA- 276hA
NN 79 @A Ahoo  axp HPLPC LA WL 9A9° AA%h @k ¢9°1L A AMA
A6 @0t PO PA(BIV)A MICHh Adee A LALP DA HhfD- NPLo%h:: Oh7H
YIC AhAAh hao A FT30L DAAT ADTh MNCHhY  Adee AAN ONa HALANN OAAD
00 HA.LMLEN:™ A ALY 583 ANA L7 Ak DMat (lhoo ATILh: OATP
A°TPe UIUAD Oy ANao aoXh b AINA 03P H7E OH@oohA A7H LA
(Hhev'H 19C OONPP®- 'L 71 ao9N-t Adh M79 100 4.0 %dov-:: ®hY /2 IU- hav
chov'l ANI° AT POP Ohe DA Pl AN OAI°L UL FFATHT G av%NT (9°9 PN
HeAN +4PIch O FPWe AOALY aolié-0F NCHPN Alae AT NED & RCh AP TP
AANh OA®-ZARL AAh AN AN 1PLA Aded AATHATY TICLP° DadT DThT
ATt WAoo (AU ON7LéE AOAS ATHAT ALO( 600 ACHTO aoPAN 60-::
DA LALA ARIPC OATFL A4 127 ML AHICE 180 9°8C:: @AL+ePhL AHHoo-2!
hoo ALY ANNCP A9°L 14 9°Th:: ®ATL A%P0h Ah OA®-A-&h Adh AGAgp GA9°:
®ON  O(9°% HFE PA HIAD G22h Hdrdht 190 odmiiE: o0 242
AAMANAC ATH SNA Dbt AATMLANGGC A9°ALS HADWASL AAT? DA LOT

vphe A9°%P:: DAY H hA? hoo LFao? P o0t N9k AT 2 Allch AATHANNC
Ach:: @AY 001 hPlahao Lhov (/he:: NG AbvrE 524 AT ANNC 9°0AU-

APCAAVA V@0 hooid HING 0k @NO0-N INC H+ovgm I 9k ATH PATP ATHAY
APOD NCORD ooGbd @0 A7Poo- ALHOTF::  (f60V) @O BeP Ld & AhNY
aoHé-0t ACHTN Nhe NN aollhnon A®AM hC hPU- hoo HALAICP:: O

né.L4.L2 NaP:: O®Akh PPV hoo CIN SHHao- ®LNAav- A@-N-LP A FNA% Aavihin
nootl ®at 2C%E AN 7hY W2 f? W MNo6 @0t avhé- hhae «PL 29 9°9Yy:
ONAFFH 151N N€h F09° ao'ihd-+ Ut Hood:: @haoH aogLav- ALed Nhao ALHT
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Maéazora‘ota karastos

AT aoHe-O0rt ACHEN NAAEE AANU-:: @ANAYT L L2111 hTU- O9°NA Ghé ML
AN NANE A70T:: @AANT hCh 020 NAAS AATHATY ZICET":: DOAGERC
OAS AU A%%7:: @MONA°E 71l Wk 7IC 0N RY Al aolé-o+ hChth hoo
MHr Lbd oo1hd Tl R AAOT 190 ML P00 ao:: hA(f61r) 4+L hoo ShC @Ot
NAO 189° OLNC vt OchkATHAY ALOD  ACOFN oo@dsl OMh  Addae Atk
LPL OALCOP AI°0MA:: MHDAE hhool hov ANHDT 1940 &1 (: A +Ohi

NAAE:: @aNT0 aoHé-O0F ACHTO PPV A.Lhavld 9°NC AATHANGKC A-C OAOA:: hA
aopll hao G0 'IN.L OLN NAN A0 AT9%1A OhAL@®-C 71N 900 159° OAMNC Okt TP

@ANN, NATF DMATe: OHFT LA A9°L1L dAoe 9°AC ONAMASU- Akt oolé-o-F
NCOPN ANTAfear AR @LMLACar: h O-NLP A Fhon* Ahae NP oogPe (i
NAO ooy MNAMS I HAhAZH® €m A0 oo OATHANNC P90 9°dAnao-::
OHFE NLA> A9°L 4L Olhooe @A A A%1L ¢ AN:(f6lv) OAPC Hvtkt 9°hPL T GGt
N&ch - Advt: UVIC HHGoog AL $4-R: ONAA VP 124 ALANL “185C (1021
@Ak NAC:: @4A® 1XCH Adoo 114 hASU- hoo Gat: Thd-T 15A:: OATH LAA,
hoo &G “ILY OLCAL LN DA P ANIC AC OAOAN 5L Mhh 104 @0t
Q5 @BMLA NA° Ah A OALY:: OAkYL (1L bt A16U0- @Th9™F A7H SNA
NA°h FNRAL A ANP:: OAY°H A0AN Al aoHé-0+ ACHPO oo N%g. @hae LA4.::
OALL P 1P 0=t WA O0LY S0Ae AT oolé-oF ACHFO AP Hhooe 609
LTIN AOALY L NIANT FChfL ArPA LNC: @LMLA* A P:: @1dN LA A AN
TAPLT TINC Y Ao w(f62r) AN A N@-0EJ:: Ad-/h Al ooHe-0F hChTN
DOLMN AT ANNC PACC:: Ahir ACAPL PLov:: ONFE A9 L AL VA GCT LAL:
OACK? @~k Nad, D=A7FY ALANC: OO0 CA? At oolé-bF DCHPO A9IPY hLaof
AANN:: PP AP TP LN YL B 9°04-9F AGNI°:: DAL ‘1l hCht
H2 04 5C A0S tavlm N2 OANIN aoHé-0+ NCHPN HCL Ohlk @0t
ANC ATH Lo AY AATHANGNC Db NATE HIMNE Ak Depe 2900 dh9°L 1L
14T aoPOA 0N (9°0- Lbd: oothdl hao VA @0t LANL 998 SC ooXh iLU-
15M7  ov'ihd  hov Ph@-A P RICWAGTL  WWTEC  AHRDT ovthadt ovRhe

G, nAn-t

249G At horine
25 G.Hh

28 G20 Nch

71 September, 2010



Maéazora‘ota karastos

®(f62v)y+2Ma iU~ OHPF  Ch® ANt oolé-0+ ACHPN  hhool hoo A ddL
AMANNC  AVURTFPF OCH ST A9°0MNA: ORTFH A LTICIL hoo $470, hA
Fordhi: LN 4P ABIT AMLA Ahoo AFE HA9°C HEPLTPL Ast:: ONPH NLA-
aopl. WGP 9PNl ANee oo idn LN AML: O A b WSSt o0t AL AC::
@M bt OAINL VP Lbd NPT & “TUNC N8 AN ONE AAS:: Ow(CPao- GO
wGe @®atior: hoo L04 ANTICav-:: OALACO Ad-T ov%NT oMM T:: ©0LH
wCn SN0 @tk 0F TTINC OLANE AdT 910 @LANE AAPoo 1444
AMANNC: ®AAD HEHPS  “96hAVPoo  11.  X6%: @Aoe Dbk 8 A%1INC
@O(f63r) 1wt hdvk b1 A9 TaHHT HEAC LR (hoe 2LA- NPLov 77 INC:: @i
FPPov Lav-C:: MANN HEAA HHLA? H* 1PL:: ®hooH w(CPav AL+Ed Nhnp aoPHA
hL@tao- lhao +9°VL AP°ANR Y P54AT 2CHT oo PG OOCP A ch:: OOAEON Al
ooHé-ot ACHEN b1 @1NC @0t LANC Ohhikoo HAoo Ak BT Al

OALOCE Fvt LNC OhvyE HATNA AN P~%t 29I0C OWRINA TIC A778:: D948,
A2 b ACHEET -0k Chh 2ANC Nhoee APSO 404N (210 Hovn 717 909°
1€ Adev Lh0 °HANCH AL ACHELT APSO 2IC 1.9°CLO HINGT $8ov-:: DAhLA

TR NATE HANKR A LY AA 529 Aldh PhIR P Lbd NLH(f63v)E HovF:: @O (9°Y
LEHOTF HCh (-$h o0&y HE VIC hoo vA* A1 oolé-bF ACHPO 0912 4.C
Tdch T @AAD P0U- O NA ATH SANA AA9° Ah A AP HAPichivh Teh A7LOCH
HGh* hooh Artbh h&PChha AVICCh @PLChA OEFh:: S9LA 09°%'Lh NANTPh::*
°7F FNR%h 918 4C Ohd AN Sh7 Ah e 9°€L @ch hov SNH7: Lbdbh::
OehTao AP TEL T 4L4L VH 1IC oovlh hede hoo Shth Pt
N2 Al oolé-ot NCHPN T1L AONT Adh OLMLAgr. NALPKATIA  Hhahoo-h
AMANNCA PUNDA NOAR ADUA HALDAPA:: OhTHFOA WSPh MNChh:: @Ochk: At
ARLPL NH TIC:: ALEPPL A AMaNhC £OH "Fov- @hoe 4t ATNA(T64r)NdhC
LoNPav. OALINC OPFT ADNLP OALILET hiror 114 N&16P Ahav hlbhf oo
A7 oothdt @0t b o722 @eo T ATH BOchllPoo NAGHA  h?

27G.om. H
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Maéazora‘ota karastos

Ng°n7e4+ PNt AOA-LPOh N7k Chhfeav. N H4PCF OLMLAR? 999 ALPap- (lhoo
+wCY Ao ihA T BANRS L ALWPar:: O NLA° AhF41P00- ANO-NT goO§)
®h'1 H*™ 9°nC wse NPLav AMANNC OONA: OAZ°LTL D1 H 7IC N715T aoPHA
WOLL. T/ 4OLALN: @17 OAS VP PEU-S Hhooe ¢hin @ALP dht: A9°700-
M1 Oat AhCw hoo:: OO 1w Oak T2 B0 L0 aoghit N AN
aoté-ot ACHTO hoo L9°%h @POACHh ao(f64v) T2 Alae Ch9°C -0 71/~ a0t
A T2 40NN AU @GP At aolé-bt ACHRON avdht AT FIA

G Ol IV WP Hahoold KE&E AR ONAA VP b0 PR TR

@O0 1L P ART dhCL 1T BAe TR AdY aolé-dF ACHFN Ad-?
ACh oo 71719 anoo AN.aNdC S1H04h Noo- @UNL NCASTE oo INL ANP:: dONY
1270 A1 aoHé-0+ ACHPN: Ot AdUs OLLATHANAKC A9°Ah  Bhd ALTGA
g1 ANCY9° Lachd @LOFN ANPh MA9°1 HChh:: OALCAAND aodhAU- HoodhA ASPT
aAlch A7H AN h81 Fhe&h 9°0A 14270 @mavhAir ASPT MCY A%GAI°(f65r)
ANt Lo HChh:: ®OAMTIR ATO-AL TOAE ovilh:: OANIAN 1429 AI°hHAP::
@OLh NP ASPT MCP:: @+P1OnL PNG PSN: Aloo AP TL&h ®avHi-07F
FA72:: OALNP-0 AL NAOAU:: OONL G909 WA LLII° Ach?°I°t::haw- (oo

A0S NPLap 2:: O@OAEL SNAL AN A7E APANY OLHRE Oap&H70:: DAY,
N=CP Ak P:: OAO-A drl: A°7T1/2F 9°LC:: haoh 11 L €& MI¢ Oh.hs
N0~7%¢  APVE™ MNFC AMAToo ONeoPwe-  AANAPoD::  “IVAPA A LhAD
AL P av:: On L8%9°0 NALPP:: O Ll N&70:: OALduv(r HDOAAI hS-P:: I°0L
ao b 0PS0¢ hoo ASPT A Ldh0NP:: OHCK'L A%A9° LY%A:: OHhooH  (ké-h
HE(65V) OvldaPch AN OAC10£7 ON OLh ATEA” AT aoHl-O0t NCOPN 4P ch T
OO AFPCF AOA ANy ooHi-bF ACHFN: @O0 LAgo OAChE Oade 7127 OLMLA h
ANe Tohéh hdk V1L WY A O 0T ACKELT hoo GHG Q9°¢ L4dh Adh
AGA9°:: MNI°G OANF AT/ LAaD LPL:: @1TONL 9°L WSLet NI°LL Tid Art
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Maéazora‘ota karastos

thaol, (%+ 9°LC:: MAY®H taofm ANt aoHi-bF ACHEO I L4 N85 @NNAGS::
oAt °LCL @UN AAN HP-CO7 oothh AP @Y N4 o0k AL 2 0t
NCOLLS G THATY TICL9° HAOAY 0A9° Htaeel, 081 9°mit A hoo bl 7N
1%a0  PA, NLFPSAMANNC: AL 1L([66r) OI°F  PHI°hGU- AN+ aoARRT

Tnmi:: OACLIH APLAP ANG+ 9°LC Ltk AhY ooHé-O+ ACHFO @-0-EJ Adh
9% MAICL UL WOl Wt FE” AP S 1T OAS VeTEU- HeOaoe AL
MNao a3 o AL P9 N1L:: @ON 17w Wk 72 DY 4L ATHANGC hao Alv-

OhY ovqPs WG T Oavihdth:: @17 a3t Crot NASEP ONC o 182951 ::
OAANTL, avHé-0F ACHPN ARPCE T+ hao ANU-:: OOUN hdvt U1 ArE Fhaog,

A°0L Lo MLNMNA IR @0EF b ACHELT hoo SHNSL @-A-Lh @OLAM-0- (9P
hae AP Ahh AGA9°:: @16N OUN AANG WS €7 wCT 0+ aChke? @ 3(f66v)Pe
PeAT HINC A%R7:: WL 1LH TIC AFIRe TR (b oo ¥k R TR0
a1 F AOAS. Ooot) Wik GAARt G 4 AATHAT ALON ACOPN oo@dd
ONaz:: @0A @0t Al L0 A7 Fhaol PR b-ch @avThen:: ONVY +HAP AHTIL

OAS ATEF” HFaa 12999 CH9° N760:: @by (290 Nhoo ZhG HENA Addh
AMANNC LPLY. L5544k @@ 10lhn 0A12 q°:: OYLt 290- AHE 71/ oNdot

AU- RSP TR N PN AdeE Al ooHé-OF HCOHTO LOPNT AT Ldbd:
9N @00 °hA AR B0 “Lhid OOAS GPL ALHN 0°NA FRd ML
ATMANNC ML “LA0 A%0ao GA9° hoh7:25(067r) N9°LL A9°0L LP2 INL DAS-
AN aoHe-bt ACHTN HeOaol O@-297 N4PL ANU-:: OAhTA @@t b+ ACHEEeT
NN GIHATY 2ICL9° HAOAY OA9°:: @haof n.8Y 9°vi-:: oUA®T anh ¢9°
NALPWPar- ALEd A1 ooHé-O0F WCHPN: ®ACTINCL HO12 SC AMA QN b7 S LY,
MLAao (20 O160:: OLT9 dvédtoo NGPC ONAAI® Ahge b HACD 20+ 997 008
HAINA 997 ALPWPao- Nlhao aodh(Cao- ANPav- av Pl AP:: ®OaTH vA@. NHhooH A2C% T
Ohdht 0Nt ooZhe I 918 SC TME AGT7L OON Chfao- av I, AAGIE hH1 @-+hl
a7t HAADE héd HANA vkt oNATTH hé ek oo )0, 7N ANy oo(f67v)
Hé-0F ACHPN OALL? OBNLA h ALY 97 AMC ATH ADHT A1 Oa7t “710C ¢9°
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Ahoe WAoo &4-C HAA LT héA: onon ooZhe N1 T0E AG7L: N2 ANy
avlig-0t ACHPN ov@dbd NA FHéh:: @OLMLA Ao I, A OALY? A A4TH? Ahoo
hool AN ooRhG AGPS 178 ATH AZ0H9A0:: 98, AANonT HGNA G Ahoo
Nh UN oAoo AN HaH: 2 ©LARYL & OALY? &HC Smt @adtSA HELhN::
ATHLANGNCA 709, AN ALANAT UM HaANDgo:: OHFF NLAe A9°L UL av9 L
ADOAS i Ay ovHe-O0t ACHFO 9°0AU:: O0A @0 b @04h Aded NQoo
AMAT ALON hCO-PN oo(f68NGPs O ®aoPAh 6 00 A%16-TN Noohdh:: @MY
®LL (h AOA @k Ndvd:: ®EAD 4.£4L Hhoomt ®ATH ChHN 27 L&A by
LOtaoN NA7E Ndvd ANoo 4LL4LEL AI°GPav-:: AL AL AOVTESAD L&h IMNC wCY
av J(l, 79622 (hoo A18.:: MAPLN AAGTLE OAIING:: OAhA @At 7708 Anwprao-
Anae Nt AMAaNAC 9°00 O-0kE OA“TINCL @At AN b P Lao- & 190
OAThS Nefeao Ad AhooCP AH 11C: @98, h9°L 1L Wit +a9°C Nadvl: haoPOA
hoo' (h®ov ©AL At KO ANCT NAOCE Aged&T VIC Hheo: ooCLheN::
OAFS AGAY® ha19° apflt NOC ' oo9NT OF APAL: dhd°L 14T AN PN6-
104-(f68V) &7 hé?" AHYI8Y Gar' I AN aoHé-0t NCHFO o067y AANA::
O7ICE WS h219TATH LON% NPLohU:: @ON CA? ANheao AN aoHé-0+ HCHP0
Y MA7EAP oo Ahae G40 AN @~k @TPLA Gar't A0 AdA 272 NNoo ATHAY
ALND ACHPN  aoPAN 00N AL 1LH @OUNeo- Wt 1P Oh (oohdhe:

Ohov-rEY, M M0 NhCoo @LPLP 710 AdeT Wit NTAT:: @00 ®ALT h1
00t PXNF:: OCAPao W7t P de NadY OAHTI8Y:: OAI°L 1L Phé. OCh
TRh it Cadt MO I Al oo Hé-O0F ACHFO: @10LhE @AH A A AP
AThA AL TNINL APLN N 9 ¢ Ahoo by P90 h(f69r)Tan mA.L:: HPB21L
hf@Or 0AATh PLOF: AR AN aolé-ot ACHPN @LMLA A @AT?  HEN
ALLN:: A6 Gha7 oo A9°C-h::" GHovr FAL:: @O0 T A ANE 90T
éok: H7HO0 ACFNAL: @O0 9002 A9 PA- AZh AdA 17 42160 Novhdbd:: OLNA
Tohh, LA oondA AATAT ALA0 ACHFN aoPAN 00-N:: A°LANLA A TECY.:
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OH?F NLAe AZh @E9P NOA9°:: APL <1l tavlm Ndué- 00T OOALT hQY
+00+ hao AL A0V OA%00 hao $599, (hTap @A.L Nhoae PA AaNT ao'Hé-OF
nco-tO MNP ALP:: ONATTH 1IC ek Sat NAOE ONALY:: ®br @-A-Lao-

OO-N-L @HLov Ahh ¢9° 1CET HHS AANY (f69v) evlé-ot nCH-PO @hpeoo-
Lbb 0L-L Lbk hovpk: AL ovHi-OF ACOTN OLThov'r NAAk:: OV ov- AN
TOhNT Ok LAPNT NAAE A% POON oo At oolé-bF hCHPO oNRdh i
Ch9? TAN A9 5L NLLPC A9°Led oothA T HENAL AN hAhhAa “ICL9 mN.A
MNP O7RIC N e G5 AP 04l AMANDC @~k OO-At 0N ook
oMh @0k b Hude @0 o120 Akt oolé-ot aChtn ood bt Allu-
ALY ADhA PICLP° APC aoddbd @700 OGhde:: OBMLA A OALY Advt 114 HadhAD
At Alh AP AL (A7 ATHANAC: Od-hk 4P LMo AP:: OOLY ALLP ®LMLA
Ab'r APt FA9PC hoe At Nh(f70r) 9°he:: OALAA  AdNPoo ACTINC: OMTTH
ANAANh hoo A7k FodbNov. VPFEC:: A OALY? AOCAL Mtd A MM aNdC £OCTN
OHFooZh 909°:: OHFT A°L2 AN AdhA “ICLI° Ohe:: @GN HIENT INC AL TnTAL
L1 A ANe:: CANPL ASPNh: 1LI0 hoo AddN 7 MAG:: @L1o0 ADHNPP-f::
OLMN h OAL? ATING hool:: O9°GL AdTP? @LARI® 42L& Ahoo W'l Alth:: ©hgo
Ah W07 AN OCAS A0 ADhA TICLI° XTh NANE @SR AARU- AP BA° AN
4$5:: @hoN L0A> A AP OChL hoe favAL ATHa0dC 0AATh &Nt ANy
ANRhh At AHE 2Co9T:: o A 08+ Jchl Al4U- @10%h @14 theo AHR
@HF70V). 71C Hht A9°PLav Ik NE Goot 127 hP1 AN 9°%F:: dh9°L 14H AMLL
N INC AN N4 ARER AdA LNC NILYT ONRTIP:: Ohdvt ONRIH vae

NACP°® ON1L%F L P 09T otk 91184 AT aoHé-0t NCHPO aoXh “ILU- L&A
HENAL N0 A9°Ah:: @A @0t b M @FSIC 1dhee oofd- HEAIP:: 77

OAaON aole-ot aChF0 Nak-E: LH b1 ASU- °v-m o0t 4218 NATaC: @0
hhavl L&A hao AN9°% T1C toofm "Il M40 @10 Ma iy 200 OCN% Adh

Z 09T aDL1 ha &2t OhfhoeC:: ONIH Z AT Zh0a7H 1NN ooX hé. Nhov
A%15.:: OLNLA* Leh PPV A al? 9°rt hTh 9° HALaiNL hdt PA hov
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+GICHNT $890::(f71r) A0 %A HATH ATO0 ®OARThh hoo HG12%0. @00 Y
19°% hlh ovlé-b-F ACAPO NTON hov A LAIPC L&A MC: LA AFF hAP
Malh avdan:: AM-h L&h OLNN ATA AhAd-h:: A?77 AT1974h hoo @90 HP::
WPt 114 B0 L& hhI°8 Al 9k Al aoHlé-0t HChPO heo Zhn W19 OLH
@2 Adoo hooH A991Lav ARLPT AW18h, HCAPG NLAL A% AMANNC Ph9°C:
®OHhaoH 1EA P80 @F°C @50 NXh I ChGT TAA Al oolé-b+ hChto:
DAL LH 0N A PLATAT ALAN NCAPN aoPAA 00N hoo PEAN A9°997 Nk
GA9° DAL @PUN WEDT HAGA® h@Z NLP It @aoo ZOE AT No6AT AL
TG@-$(F71v) ho19°:: OONY ‘ool Al oolé-dF ACHPN hoo LALAN A9™H 9GA9°:
@Al hoo 2 FINMh LEd::@9°L 1l 420 Bhoror: h @KL b7 OAI° Anoo-:

HAPON-hoo-A (A7 H ®At hao AN1AAnao- ¢ RY AlIP Allhoo-:: @haoth9® &
FEAMT? A9°1hao- a7 Hhh- A1 Adho-C "IN Q)0 NdWC CrP HA LN 400 NG

“bhoo. hoo RIXC 1Xnov:: ko LePe Ao ik ho19° LoodAl hPCLU- AT
HeAm %% A4 A%NE HINCh Ohht oomy GO %ovt A7NA AbHSA 0P HEho-7
AGS T @AHTISTEL D04 hoo KA @ m.h:: Nhoo 20 SPT @aoPOALL hoo
AN DAL:: ONATHFH AhAADge: A OALP hoo FHhSL NAAThoo- A( f72r)heo R
ALAPC G9F ANWC HAh®C A't:: OATISL BSU Ad $Lovl, hPL “ILU- AI°MY
ANN AL MLOAICL 1l T @O0 (9°0- Wt Ldd oothat Nhe NP ovll::
OAH AOF279 Chh hov LI°hCoo 4L AMaNdhC OATPCF: @Oy LMacoo-
A1 oote-bk ACHFN ADALP 91w F0vkt A9 NhL:: @N9C0L 9°0L HAPL%hao-::
At hdfirheo-Adh LAl OHETNhYAL:: @AAN HATICI oo A9 THAHHT  HATOnP
APANDC $SAY 189°: Ok At AJNCHE (hrt £h9°0: A0 AFCh® 9°70CP
Ao e BAMC 2C:: W¥rhoo( +av(APao- AWD: $547 (F72v) +L9°T @O+
Chhthoo: 0449 AMMaNC:: @TAHH® AH  Alkhoo- HovNh-hoo At OFCUL
AATMANGNC Ahge ten HENNC AMUACH ANl ood oo 0?7 454 AI°GN9°:
Nhoo Zch@ HBNA EPCP AT @ AHUA @0k GA9°: ohon &P ¢ 1P¢
N6L:: Aoothd HEL-E 997 Od&hoo A 9970 2Mmed:: Ahoo- PhhAhgo 999
ALoflav: hov TG 4P 0N HINCY. ALINC hhe 296hanoo HEAA ARV

215G, Aafthdnao-
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ATE NG AA ANYA ONGSERee. A ATE? AOCS TvEt Adee Al £h9Ch A9CRP:
@A AME AMCh Ve 7Eh: @A ¢ 172 AT A 01900 @9°0A N1 At 1L
Adet ooGN T OAAT HhD:: %8, A TANO Shrov:: OATANOL W1 “1I0C:: Sdavo-
hool Eiv3 “190Chov-:: “16hA & 5PAT & £h9° LG hev LT 6”4 Thoo At
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Chapter Seven

Translation

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit one God, in the name of God,
lover of man, creator of man in His image, and Angels in a different image, in one will and in one
consent, with God the Holy Spirit, and also with God the Son. And in the name of God the Son,
lover of man and creator of all worlds, in one will and in one consent, with God the Father and the
Holy Spirit, who is life. And in the name of God, lover of man and creator of heavens and earth, with
the Father and Son, who are equal in ruling and honor, in one will and counsel. Praise be to the
Father, who loved us openly and gave His soul to death for us, His only Son, when we were in our
sin. He didn’t will our death. Praise be to the Son who watched us from the highest heaven and was

born in flesh from our lady, holy, virgin, (f.1r)*%

Mary, and redeemed by His blood, not by another
blood. Praise be to the Holy Spirit, who cleansed us from our sin and who renewed us from our old
age and made us His abode. | believe and give thanks in my heart and in my word, to one God,
possessor of all, who makes years obsolete, who has no beginning and no end. The Father is one,
perfect, in His hypostasis. And the Son is one in His hypostasis. And the Holy Spirit is also one in
His hypostasis. But they are not like the hierarchy of government. On the contrary, their Divinity is
one, and their rulership is one, and also their will is one. He is God, Creator of heavens and earth and
all in it. Then, | say one God and one Divine, but not say, like the wicked S&balayos said, one
person, who brings the Trinity, in to one person. Also, saying one God and one Divine does not
refute the saying of (f.1v) three hypostasis; saying three hypostasis does not distort the Divine into

three Divinity. For them, one from hypostasis, three existing by their hypostasis. But the Divinity in

%22 The pages of the GadI(r and v) are indicated at the end of every recto and verso. The sign T...1 is applied for the
missed reading in the G. The original writing of the laryngeals and sibilants is maintained.
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essence is one, and does not split to be three divinities, for Holy Trinity is one. This oneness, without
division, and each one being one in their Divinity, is called Lord and God as the book says; “Lord
God is the Father, Lord God is the Son, Lord God is the Holy Spirit.” They are not said three Gods
but one God. Not like Abraham, Isaac and Jacob but rather are joined by the unity of one Divinity.
By this one being Divinity, they are called God, as the book says; “By no means we say three, as
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, but rather one. He is, while in three faces, by no means we say one, like
(f. 2r) Adam, the first creature. But rather the Father is in the Son and in the Holy Ghost, and the Son
in the Father and the Holy Ghost, and the Holy Spirit in the father and in the Son.”*? This is trinity,
equal without division and without change in three hypostases and in one Divinity: one rulership and
one consent; one power and one dominion; one salutation and one glorification is due to the Holy
Trinity. By this faith which the Apostles and doctors of the church followed with orthodox faith,
since | worship Him without heresy, even a single, and without little deed, for He is God of hosts,
creator of all creatures who brought from void to being by His power of wisdom, who is omnipotent.
He created not because He is devoid of inability, nor by any means for His benefit. But for His
loving of man. (f.2r) For man to be of use and also know his being, gave over the Angels and of
perfect knowledge. He is rich indeed, before the world: as the book says, “Before He created the
Angels to praise; His praise was not interrupted but was full. Praise to the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit. To such a king, creator of seas and land, believing and prostrating both in the knees of
flesh and body. I now want to write the biography, who finished his life by sorrow, our father
Mézara*ota karastos, for he fled for righteousness when he heard the word of our lord Jesus Christ,
praise be to Him, which He says in the holy Gospel, “Blessed are they who are persecuted for the
sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of God. Blessed are they who starve and thirst, (f.3r)
for they shall be satiated. Those who starve and thirst shall be satiated.”*** Hearing this, he didn’t
give deaf ears like us. But we give deaf ears like wild animal whose ears are deaf. However, our
manner of deafness is different from its quietness. Let us not be deafened in order to be saved. How
good is His word which never utters falsehood to David the prophet saying; “...that never listens to a

word that purifies her.”*? Is

it not she better than us by not hearing the word which cleanses her so
as to not to die soon. That wild animal, truly, is wise; but we are ignorant and negligent children of

that era, are dumb for doing that which is good, and listen to words of gossip and lie, and also all the

%23 Qdase Maryam(the Anaphora of Mary) No.68-69.
2% Cp.ML.5:10,5:4
%25 Cp.Ps.57:4
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wickedness; and such a man is thirsty for drinking. In like manner, we became eager to drink the
blood of our lovers and our friends; and their blood never quench us; when we hear, one among us,
(f. 3v) speaking gossip about his friend, we desire to hear in absolute delight, and we don’t be deaf
as we don’t become wear, nor afraid of the serpent, nor death like her; but we open our ears in
negligence as to die quickly. For listening the word of God, we don’t keep vigil like our teacher and
guide of our life, blessed and honored Abund Mazdra‘ata karastos, for he abandoned his soul and
renounced. His renunciation of this world, which passes, was not a wonder for him. He heard our
Lord Jesus Christ, praise be to Him, saying; “He who loves me, let him keep my word.” Hearing
this, he didn’t keep quite like us, but rather, hurried and renounced the world and left his house open.
The beauty of this world didn’t attract him, for he loved God fully within himself. For this cause, he
didn’t serve two masters, God and money. But he obeyed for the first one and disobeyed the other.
To obey the first one he disobeyed the other; to love the first one, he hated the other. (f.4r) He loved
God, our lord Jesus Christ, praise be to Him, and for us, He gave His soul to death. He followed after
him, having heard his word saying; “He who loves his father and mother cannot follow me.”**® For
this he dared and carried the cross of his death. Like wise, let Jesus Christ, praise be to Him, give us
firmness of heart everyday, in order for us to carry his cross and go in his way, all of us sinners, who
depend on Him. And also,by the intercession of our lady Mary, bearer of Jesus. May He remember
us in His mercy and not separate us from His lands, when he comes again in his glory. May the
blessing of this saint, and his support, and his gift of support, reside in his servant forever and ever,
Amen. Therefore, | return back to my previous subject for | labored in the path of forgetfulness
without arriving at the news, which is pleasant, (f.4v) of my father honored Mazaora‘ata karastos,
that the sorrow of my heart drew me by reason of our foolishness, who say we renounced the world,
and we left our country and we became monks; after all these, we keep vigil to gossip instead of
fasting and praying. It seems, for me, that all men like me are lovers of gossip and weariness. And
for this....the subject, from now on listen to me. | am to tell you my statement of foolishness. My
soul desires telling the account and uttering of his name, saint Mazodra‘ata karastos, my heart goaded
me in remembering my numerous sins, which doesn’t deserve mercy except for our Lord’s mercy in
just and perfectly patient. When 1 live in such fear, two thoughts came to my mind. The one says;
why do you lie? You call the name of the saint while you know your strife, which exceeds the strife
of the heart. And also when you know this why you hear the name of the saint? (f.5r) Didn’t you

%26 Cp.M1.10:37
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realize what happened during the time of Elijah,**’ the prophet, that fire descended from heaven and
destroyed the two chief soldiers, when they called the name of Elijah, the righteous, in lie? And
again, didn’t you know that the fire burnt the children of kore,**® which came out of the burnt
offering, when they entered into the temple of God while possessing wickedness and iniquity? Also,
didn’t you hear the news of a certain woman, which happened during the time of Saint Basil,a sinner
like you that the ground opened its mouth and swallowed, when she entered into the church of Our
lady, holy, Virgin Mary, without having been cleansed from her sin. And this, if you know all and
enquire, truly, you don’t call the name of the saint in deceit that the wrath of God may not fall on
you. The first thought says to me seemingly this. (f.5v) That other thought of mine urge me to write
the combat of my father, righteous, and says to me from where did you get such foolishness, and of
such negligence that keep you away from calling the name of saints? Don’t you know that you don’t
have a single good deed; or fasting, or prayer, or patience, or goodness, or fear of God, or reminding
of death, or a single deed from all good deeds, for you to provide provision, when you go a long
journey in which you don’t enter. And, when you stand before Jesus Christ, praise be to Him,
righteous judge, what excuse you give, you, master of these deeds? You are forgetful and are slack
to calling the names of saints. Don’t you know Bala’e Sab’a.**® Who saved him? Was it not his love
for the name of our lady, saint, virgin Marry, whose name is pleasant, and life of the whole world?
When he said to the beggar,(f.6r) who begged him water. “Please, repeat your word. How beautiful
IS mentioning the name of our lady, saint, Virgin Mary, praise is to her. For he loved our lady, saint
Virgin Mary. Her name penetrates into bones like oil, among all Christians. Don’t you remember the
covenant Jesus Christ gave to His chosen, praise be to Him, in his blameless word saying, “Whoever
calls your names, and makes remembrance of you, will pass with you openly.” And again, in the vita
of aba “Esi, the martyr, says when aba “Esi was in the prison, for the sake of Jesus Christ, praise be
to Him; at mid-night the Angel of God, Surayal appeared to him, and carried him on his wings, and
ascended him to heaven, and saw the living places of saints and martyrs, who endured hardship for
the sake of(f.6v) Jesus Christ’s name, praise be to Him. He saw Jerusalem, the great country, whose
greatness and honor human language can’t speak. In her is light, which surpasses the light of the sun.

After having seen all this, aba Esi said to the Angel; “What are these, and what are those shinning

%27 Cp.2 kings 1:10

%28 Cp.Num.16:35

%29 A cannibal who was saved and was made to live through the entreaty of our Holy Lady, MARY because he gave a
thirsty man water to drink in her name.(Budge 192: 94-97)
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crowns? The Angle replied saying; “All these places of rest and joy, God prepared for people who
observe the commemoration of martyrs and saints on earth. Listen to this, that | ask you, all who do
good in their day of commemoration, according to one’s ability, and if one gives a cup of cold water,
he never loses his reward, as Jesus Christ says in the Gospel, praise be to Him; “when this man dies,
who makes remembrance of one martyr or saint, (f.7r) that saint or martyr comes and bow down to
our Lord Jesus Christ, praise be to Him, and say, ‘O my lord, give me this soul, for she was making
my remembrance.” And He gives him right away. And if that soul is extremely sinner, a word comes
out of God, who contains all, through the mouth of Saint Michael, the archangel saying; ‘God, who
contains all, ordered by saying, leave that soul, and throw her into judgment at once. After this, they
give the soul to whom the saint begged for. At that time she is given a gift from the lord God, and
they do as God orders. He gives to the intercessor that intercedes for her soul, and takes her to his
abode. And he orders for her to baptize (f.7v) and clothe herself in good cloth, and put her at one of
the thrones, you are there so you see. They crown her with a crown that never perish and become
blissful, together with all saints, and live forever.” After having said this to aba ‘Esi, the Angel
carried him on his wings, and brought him back to the prison, and greeted and ascended to heaven.
Let us return back to our previous subject. This thought of mine, which believes that it can get plenty
from books, this second thought of mine won over the other thought of mine, which feared to write.
And they become one, and abandoned contention and say, “Don’t be lazy to write the news of your
honored father, for this become a reason of salvation. For this, | came to you, my father, blessed and
honored and blameless Mé&zara‘oté karastos, | heard where you resided when you were in flesh that
you were in abundant (f.8r) cry and lamentation. Whenever you see a man, who is hungry and thirsty
and sad, or a sinner like me, when you see one among these, you can’t withhold from crying, for you
don’t have a rigid heart other than kindness. For this | dared, like a certain woman®*° who had a
problem of bleeding, who dared to enter into the midst of the people, and touched the tip of the cloth
of our lord Jesus Christ, praise be to Him, and the bleeding stopped at that moment, and mercy drew
her. But I am not worthy enough to make to handle the writing of your praise, in order to heal my
soul from her illness, and to dry the source of her sin which floods always. Yet, | come to you not in
boldness, but I came, like these two chiefs whom Aka’ab, king of Israel, sent, whom we

remembered before. Yet | came to you, my lord in fear and tremble like Abadayu,*** the chief, (f.8v)
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who, that he bowed low and fell on the ground while he was far, when he saw Elijah the prophet.
And he said to him “O, prophet of God, please don’t destroy me like those of my quoliques but
rather have mercy on me, let my soul be honored before you.” And also I came in faith for the
scripture says, “Without faith, it is not possible to please God”.3* For this | came to you in faith like
a certain woman, who is a sinner; who wrote all her sins on parchment and enveloped it and took it
to Basil and bowed down to his feet and begged him to pray for her that her sins be dismissed which
are written on the parchment, which is sealed. So was dismissed all her sins as she said. | also beg
you and beseech you, O, Méazara‘ota karastos, my father, innocent in the heart, like a dove, to pray
for me (f.9r) until all my sins are cancelled that are hidden from man. And no one knows other than
one who is our lord Jesus Christ, praise be to Him, who covers transgression; for | would be
ashamed and afraid if men knew my sins and also not say he is a sinner. Moreover, if men know my
sins, this shocks me, for | don’t deserve to commemorate. For this | came to you, knowing that you
are able to annul my sins and my sorrow removed, by your holy prayer, for the righteous man’s
prayer is capable of removing. Yet, | don’t have sorrow. | am utterly delighted of one thing. For I
gained treasure of gold that enriches the poor and exalt the lower, which is the news of your pleasant
combat which remained secret from wise men and the knowledgeable, for fifty years. And it has
revealed to me a lazy one now, without being deserved. (f.9v) As our lord Jesus Christ says, praise
be to Him, in the Gospel, “I thank you, for you hid this from wise and mindful men, and revealed it
to children.”**® Yes Father, in the same way your good will happened. The revelation of this
treasure, that | found in 50 years, not because of my righteousness, but on the contrary to show His
benevolence on me, who is our lord Jesus Christ, praise be to Him, lover of man, for He doesn’t will
the death of the sinner, like me, but his return and entrance. Of this He says in the Gospel, “I didn’t
come to call the righteous, but the sinners to repentance”.®** For this reason | am delighted like
Elena who praised much and jumped in joy, when she found the true cross of our lord Jesus Christ,
praise be to Him, before 200 years over. (f.10r) I also am pleased like her, by your news of combat,
O my father. I am not ashamed of calling your name even though my sin is of the size of a mountain.
| found you helper who demolishes my sin by the power of your prayer which is capable. Moreover,
| exalt and honor your name which is honored. And I call by saying, “None exceed my father,

honored Mdzara‘oté karastos from all monastic saints. | also say this, not that you become the leader
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of saints in their renunciation for good deeds, nor I mean that they don’t surpass you in combat
(f.20v) and honor. But rather I found you, O my innocent father, at the end of our wicked year
shining like the sun in winter and as a candlestick in the darkness. Truly, this era is dark era, for it
has no light; these are: wickedness, unkindness, innocence, humbleness, and patience. The later one,
which is love of friend that exceeds all, is absent. O, brothers of mine, who are listening to my
forgetfulness of the earlier subject, so then, tell me, is not the sun loved in the month of winter? Is
not candlestick beautiful in the midst of darkness? And again, | beg you to tell me by what Noah®*®
was saved from the flood, and Loath from Sodom and Gomorrah.®* Was it not that they didn’t
participate in the act of their rebellious relatives? When was Abraham proclaimed blessed?**” When
was he named father of multitude? Was it not when he departed from his wicked relatives? If this is
so, | too, am not ashamed of respecting the name of my father. Truly he is blessed, for he was found
isolated from this corrupt and rebellious era. But may you not, o my father, put me to shame before
Jesus Christ, praise be to Him. Supplicate for me so that He may not say me, (f.11r) I don’t know
him. For | perished his gift at one time which He, kind Father, of heaven gave me for free. Having
done all these, I am not ashamed to be called His son before His Father. Rather, | dare to call Him
every day while | am far from His will. I say Him like a kind son, obedient to his father, my Father
who dwells in heaven. For my crafty act and foolishness, I came to you, my father, reconciler,
Mézara*ota karastos, that you may reconcile me with my Father who dwells in heaven, by your holy
prayer forever and ever, Amen. Also, O my lady, holy, virgin in twofold, Mary, come to me now
with your Son, Jesus Christ, praise be to Him, that you may help me in working in all 1 will and
think; (f.11v) that my soul desires, | beg from you and weep, in order to receive all | look and wish
for in faith. And again, you know all that is in my heart, and that I am eager for calling your name
every day at all times and in all I can. This laziness of my heart and the poverty of my mind hold me
back, for I am poor in mind from all people. For this, |1 beseech you while I remind you of the
passion of your beloved Son, in order that you may not be angry at me when | call your name in my
tongue, even if | wrote in my hand with out (f.12r) being deserved, while 1 am drowned in the
deepest lake of sin, my lady, may you not be angry at me for the sake of your Son’s passion, and
may you not say me why all this praise from the mouth of a sinner? For my defilement never defiles
your purity. But rather cleanse my sin by the blood of your beloved Son that sprang from His side.

% Cp.Gen.7:1
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Also, may you not say me ‘why this praise from the mouth of a sinner.” Stretch your hands and bless
your servant, for whoever you blessed, no one is able to curse him. Beg your Son always for me that
He may not put me on shame; and that He may bestow my hope and wish all the time. And that he
may enlighten my eyes of consciousness, which is blinded by sin, so that I can see and get the
revelation of the secret of his good deeds. And also | may be able to complete the writing of the
news and labor of your servant, Mazdra‘ota karastos,(f.12v) by the power of your support. May your
blessing and gift of your Son be upon your lover, forever and ever Amen. Listen to me, my fathers
and my brothers who are gathered, and don’t see my foolish acts and my deception; be it my bad
deeds, don’t judge me, for our lord Jesus Christ tells you, praise be to Him, in the Gospel, “Don’t
judge that you shall not be judged”.**® By this thing, let your gathering be for good and listen to the
news of your holy father, without heresy so that it may be a means of salvation for sinners. Like me,
you fail to listen to the news of his combat in faith, while you say ‘this is holy man, he saves us by
his prayer. While you know the sin of a sinner, why do you say he is holy and is better than us? You
are not to be judge, however, know that you will be judged. Truly if you look righteous in the eyes
of men unjustly when you say ‘we are righteous’ as our lord (f.13r) Jesus Christ says, praise be to
Him, in the Gospel, “He who humbles himself shall be honored, and he who put himself high, shall
be despised”.®* If it is so, listen by your ears without doubt. Listen by your heart without
negligence, the news of your spiritual father so that you may be saved from sin by great faith. Like
R&’ab,** the prostitute, who was saved by faith and did not perish with transgressors. Like her, may
He save us from staggering and falling, by the prayer of this saint. And by the intercession of our
lady, Mary, who brings peace and reconciliation; when her son comes in the flashing of lightening
and thundering, all of us, elders and children, forever and ever Amen. This is the book of his news of
kindness and patience, which is read at the 29" of Ganabot, on the day of his death, which is
honored, of honored father, man of God, Mé&zdra‘ota karostos, who clothed hardship(f.13v) and
patience, who was in the wilderness with animals. And he departed to God, whom he loved; just this
day, after having lived in this temporary world, which he understood it as a dream and shadow, at
the age of 93. In a similar way, may our Lord Jesus Christ, praise to Him, make us worthy. Let us
acquire good deeds with faith; love of friend with innocence; humbleness with fasting and prayer;
renunciation of the world with reminding of death, and abhorring of all wealth, by the prayer of this
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saint, denouncer of the world and lover of emptiness. By the supplication of our lady Mary, mother
of mercy of all old and young, that are gathered for the commemoration and listening to his book of
combat in boldness, with his servants who are diligent to the writing of this book, (f.14r) may he has
mercy on us together in the kingdom of heaven forever and ever Amen. We begin, by the help of
God and by the supplication of our lady Virgin Mary, writing the news of our honored and blessed
father Mazora‘otéa korastos. His prayer and blessing be with his lover forever and ever Amen. The
birth of blessed holy Mazora‘ot4 karostos is as follows. He was born from kind and faithful, and
who fear God and rich with many relatives. His father name was Labase karasatos and also known
as Goron labaso. His mother name was Milanya. His father was commander-in-chief of king
Fasiladas, who is lover of God and had orthodox faith. His throne name was ‘Aldam s&géad. His
mother Milanyo had fear of God since her childhood, like ‘Egazi’d Haréya, (f.14v) mother of our
father Abuna®*! Takqla Hayamanot. She was wise for good deed, in all her ways. And she loves God
in all her mind and power, for she was from the descent of saints. As the book says, “Children of the
blessed are blessed”.®** Holy and blessed was her linage, for she was close relative to holy and
blessed Walata Petros, who was doer of miracles and wonders, and who combated the good combat
in the wilderness in the place called Qwerasa which is Darra. And her children were nuns, who live
until now, together. May the blessing of her prayer be with us, forever and ever Amen. Coming back
to our previous subject, his mother Milanyo was sorrowful like Hanna,*** mother of Samuel the
prophet, for she had no children. God didn’t close her womb and He didn’t deprive of the blessing of
children like Melakol,*** with closed womb, and had lost (f.15r) blessing as David says, “Behold the
gift of God”** Milanya, before she bore holy father Mazara‘ata karastos she had born seven
children from her husband Labase karastos. But God didn’t make them live long in this lost world,
but he took their soul from their body soon, before they grew up.And having not abandoned their
flesh for impurity of this world. He knows what is worth for them. By this, blessed Milanya was in
sorrow. She supplicated God in firm heart, without doubt, that he gives her child. She said, “O my
lord Jesus Christ, who examine hearts, you know my heart from the beginning that | have no love for

this world. (f.15v)If you make me live in lost world, give me one child who remember your sinful
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servant, after | pass away. If you answered my prayer, O kind, lover of men, and give me a child, |
will not live with him as to be pleased by seeing his face in this passing world. But rather, 1 will
come to you with all my heart to the monastery and weep for my sin and worship you until the day
of my death. With this sorrow and cry, she remained a few time. God saw her, praise be to Him, with
His mercy. He didn’t give her deaf ears, for he loves men. And He gave her this blessed and good
son, who does God’s will, and keep His commandments. (f.16r) Blessed Milanya, after having born
holy Mézara‘ata karastos, she didn’t live with her son except a few time. But she left him before
God and set on her journey to a monastery. And she lived the rest of her life in sorrow and misery.
And she lived there till the day of her death, pleasing God. After a few times, she died the death of
the holy and kind persons’ death, by the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, redeemer of sinners. May the
blessing of this holy lady be with all, children of this place, forever and ever Amen. Then his grand
mother nursed Mézdra‘ata karastos, and she loved him so much. She never talked about his mother
before him, (f.16v) that he might not remember and wither away his body in sorrow. He didn’t know
that she was his grand mother. On the contrary, she seemed him his mother. After he grew up a little,
one day, when he was playing with children of his friends, one child told him out of innocence. He
said to him, “She is not your mother; she is your grand mother.” Hearing the child, he went his home
hurriedly and said to his grandmother, “Who is my mother? O my lady, tell me where my mother is,
for my friends told me that you are not my mother, you are my grandmother.” His grand mother was
sad about this and said to herself, “Who told this child that he may be sorry in his heart”. Then she
replied him to cheat, by saying; “Don’t listen to the word of liars, I am your mother who bore you,
and nursed you till now. You don’t have another mother other (f.17r) than me.” When she said him
like this, he cried and bothered her to tell him his mother. When he pressed upon her by crying and
lamenting, she told him about his mother from beginning to end. Hearing this, he felt sorry about his
mother leaving him. From the time he heard this, his heart didn’t sleep in health and he didn’t rest
from tremble. But he was wakeful and he was burning by the love of his mother and God, for love of
God trembling him by this reason until the love of God took him out of the lake of the world, whose
its core is capable of drowning, and made him reach at a good port which is the loving of Jesus
Christ, lover of man. And then, the child grew up learning wisdom, both worldly and spiritual. He
learned all fighting systems of youths, these are; shooting with weapon and riding a horse, until all
who saw him become overwhelmed. (f. 17v) And his entire self was pleasing; his appearance and

beauty, his word and deed, his power and strength. Surpassing all is the purity of his heart, which is
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meditating about God while he was in the midst of plenty pleasures, and at the age of youth hood.
His relatives loved him so much and considered him as their children. One day he entered into the
palace of the king, with his father Goran Ldobdso, who is commander-in-chief. When the king saw
his beauty, shining like a bride-groom coming out of his hall, for the Holy Ghost dwelt in him. He
enquired his guards, whose son was the youth. They answered him that he was Korno, son of Goran
Labaso, who is the commander-in-chief, whose son was called korno among his relatives. Hearing
this, the king was astonished and said, “His appearance is beautiful.” (f.18r) Saying this he ordered
for the father, commander-in-chief, to be summoned. Then Garoni Labaso, commander-in-chief,
came. The king said, “Take care of your son in good that I may give him my daughter, for my soul
loved him greatly and my heart is touched by his love. From now on, let him not be far from my
sight.” Hearing this, his father, commander-in-chief, bowed low to the king and became very excited
by this thing, that the king saw him in pleasant eyes, for this is the manner of the world. Let us not
rejoice. The useful thing is, listening to the word of our lord Jesus Christ, lover of man, which is the
word of the Gospel. But rather, we rejoice by the useless pleasing world, when we hear a word of joy
and happiness from a worldly king and his royal members, for our heart is lost by looking at the
desire of this world. We consider the possession of this world as long lasting. His son, (f.18v) Korno,
who is wise to doing good, when he saw his innocent father rejoicing before the king, and talking to
him in low voice, he observed in his heart that he agreed by what the king said. After the king
entered into his place, and after all the royal members returned back to their respective residence,
Korno called one among his friends, whom he loved and who passed the whole day standing before
the king, and who heard him talking with his father. He said to him, “O my friend, tell me what the
king said. And what did he speak to my father while we were standing before the king? I didn’t hear
him, because | was not near him as you were.” His friend replied to Korno saying, “Is it right for me
to reveal the secret that | heard from the king?” Leave the secret of the king. It is not right to tell
one’s talk to another”. Korno answered. (f.19r) He said, “O my friend, don’t do like this, where is
your love? If you love me, tell me plainly, for I don’t tell it to another. If you don’t trust me, make
me swear.” After he begged him a lot, he told him that the king loved him, and that he was to give
him his daughter to be his wife. Hearing this, korno became delighted superficial delight. And he
said to his friend, “what happened to you, my friend, that you hid such happiness and didn’t tell me
soon. How do | know that he loves me? I will be always in his sight that | may be pleasant in his
eyes, that his love might be renewed.” By this thing, he persuaded his friend, for a man who has fear
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of God doesn’t lose a reason for righteousness. When he heard this thing, he was sad in his heart,
and he was thinking every day that he may escape from his father and follow our lord Jesus (f.19v)
Christ, lover of man. He begged Him by saying, “Lead the way on which | travel”. When he was in
this sorrow, one night, on the 1% day of Méasokaram,*® wisdom had come to his mind, a good
thought, for the grace of God which was on him troubled him. He stood up fast and went to his
father who is a high official. Entering into the house, he found him asleep. Then he woke him up
from sleep and said, “O my lord, come and let us go to church that we may pray for our sin and
partake the blessing of our fathers, monks. This day is worthy, for it is a holyday. Hearing this, his
father became excited and said. “O my son, your heart has thought good. Come and let us go, as you
said”. Then they stood up and went to the church of Our Lady, Mary, holy and virgin, bearer of God,
(f.20r) that is known as Gamabet. It was near the palace of the king. They entered and prostrated and
greeted the church. While his father, the high official, was praying, korno departed from his father to
pray alone. Then he disappeared from his sight, for it was dark. He went secretly to one monk whose
name is aba Teodaros, who was in the church. Approaching the abode of the monk, he knocked the
door as he did before, for he knew the monk before, and told him the sorrow of his heart. When the
monk knew that it was korno, he opened the door and said to him, “Are you well, O my son, what
happened to you that you came in darkness today?” korno answered. He said, “O father, |1 came to
you that I may beg you to bless my way. For this day is the day of salvation. | waited to escape from
my father, (f.20v ) by the help of our lord Jesus Christ, lover of man”. The monk replied saying, “O
my son, be a little patient; you can’t be able to bear hardship, for you are young.” Korno answered
saying, “O my father, are you saying a child doesn’t die and be judged? | want you not to say me this
again. Bless me. | know that your holy prayer help me.” When the monk saw the boldness of korno’s
heart, he felt joy and said “May God bless your way. And may the powerful help of our lady, holy
Virgin Mary follow you, wherever you may go. Being blessed, he went out of the church without his
father’s knowledge. He went a journey of one day and reached at one region called Wéaraq laboho.
In it, there was a great church which was built in the name of Saint Ya‘aqob (f.21r) of GAmud. And
many monks were in the district. The abbot was a holy man named Sand Karasatos. When Korno
arrived at this monastery, he said to one monk, “Tell the Abbot, O father, for I may be allowed in.
Having told the Abbot, the monk took him to where the Abbot was. He went to him and fell at his
feet and stood before him. When the Abbot saw him, he said, “Where did you come from? Whose

%46 Masakaram is the first month in Ethiopian calendar which in turn is September.
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son are you?” and he told all about his country and his relatives. Having listened, the Abbot knew
that he was his son. For Sand Kdrdsatos was traveling round, from one country to the other at that
time, which was persecution time, by wearing the cloth of a civil man, holding holy oil that he might
baptize Christian children secretly. God kept him for this thing and hid him from the sight of the
heretics, who are people of Nestorians (f.21v) who are called ‘Afarang’.**” While he was traveling
for this work, one day he met blessed Milanya, felling sad about the baptism of her son, for she
didn’t know what to do. When he comforted her and said her, “O my daughter, you did well, that
you didn’t mix with heretics. May God bless you, O lady, your faith is great. Saying this, he took her
son from her bosom and baptized him the baptism of christening, and named him Mazdra‘*ota
korastos. He blessed him and handed over to his mother. Having received her son, she went to her
home in joy. For this thing, his baptism was performed by a holy man. And again, it became the will
of God that he might clothe him with the clothing of monk hood, for God chose him from the womb.
Let us come back to the previous subject. When the Abbot knew that he was his son, he said, “Aren’t
you Mazara‘ata karastos, son of Milanya?” Korno replied (f. 22r) saying, “Yes, | am.” The Abbot
said, “Why did you come? He said: “That you might clothe me with the garment of monk hood, and
remain under your shadow. Hearing this, the Abbot said, “O my son, you can’t be able to carry the
yoke of monk hood, for | see you are a young child”. Korno replied saying, “Leave me, O my father,
the power of your God will make me strong, and your holy prayer will help me”. Then, the Abbot
said “Until the will of God is revealed, remain with your young friends.” Having heard, he bowed
down at his feet and went out to his brethren. He stayed for a few days. But he was afraid of his
relatives that they might find him before he clothed the garment of monks. They might take him
back to their country. For this thing, he used a pretext, which is spiritual, for his heart was burnt by
the love of God. He made himself as if he is very ill (f.22v) and lied down saying, “I am sick”. He
abandoned eating food and drinking water. The monks watched him. He seemed for them sick, for
they are innocent. When the monks visited him, he begged them saying, “O my holy fathers, please
don’t do like this. Don’t be heedless. Beg our honored father that he might clothe me with the
clothing of monks, before | die. If | die saying this, you will be sorry for this later, for you deprived
me of the grace of God, for the sake of my sin. Having heard, the monks went hurriedly to their
father. They told him that the illness was serious and begged him that he might clothe him the
garment of monks before he died. The poor abbot seemed him that it was true. He was shocked and

347 «Afarang’ lit. means, ‘the whites’ who were in Ethiopia that time.
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stood up quickly, and went to him. He found him sick as they told him. He felt sorry for him. Then
he brought the garment (f.23r) of monks and prayed on it. He clothed him according to the order.
After a few days, his father, the chief, heard that he lives in such monastery and told to the king.
Hearing this, the king sent his soldiers to the monastery that they might bring him back before he
wore the garment of monks. When the soldiers of the king arrived, they said to the abbot, “The king
said this; send the son. Don’t make me sad, for I love him so greatly. And | gave him my daughter.”
The abbot, having heard, said, “Why are you tired for nothing. Why didn’t you come a little early
that you might take him before he became a monk? They replied saying “Let him come and see.”
Then, he ordered them to bring Korno. When the messengers saw him in the clothing of monks, they
were sad. One among them, who was the brother of his father, said to Korno, “Who hinders me from
my son, to take off the cap from his head (f.23v) and take him to the king!” When the Abbot heard
this, he was offended, which is desirable. And he said. “Who does take off by his hand before me,
after I clothed him with the clothing of monk hood?” Then, he said to Korno, “Will you go to your
father that he may see you once and be comforted by this, therefore no one takes off your cap. Korno
replied saying, “Sure, let it be according to what you said.” For he was ashamed of the face of the
abbot.After he went out of the house, he said to the brother of his father, “Give me once your clothes
that 1 may salute the church and come back to you soon. Because with this cloth I am not to enter
into the church.” Then he gave his cloth innocently and said him, “O my son, don’t be late that we
may go hurriedly to our country.” After he gave him his cloth, he interred into the church and
saluted. And he exited through another gate and entered the monastery, and disappeared from them.
When his coming is delayed, (f.24r) they understood that he deceived them and disappeared from
them. They were sad for this and did not know what to do. They went back to the abbot and told him
that he escaped and hid from them. The Abbot pleased in his heart. He said, “You know what you do
better than me, for you agitated him, he will not be here with me. Then they went back to their
country being sorry and weeping. After this, Korno came out from the place where he hid and went
back to the abbot. Seeing his wisdom, he became delighted and said to him, “Where you, O my son,
what happened to you that you didn’t go to your father?” He replied, “I don’t have father other than
you and my lord God.” When the Abbot saw his humbleness and innocence he loved him greatly.
And he said, “O my son, don’t be afraid until the will of God is. (f. 24v) Remain with your brothers,
monks, and do what is worth for the congregation. Worship God and love him with all your heart
and soul.” Hearing this, he became delighted and fell at his feet and received the blessing. Being
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blessed, he went to his abode. He spent the night telling his soul, “Now what pretext do you use,
may His name be praised, for God fulfilled the desire of your heart and gave you this blessed father,
who watches over you and guide you the way of God. He taught you all good deeds and ordered
you to keep them. So now my soul, wake up from the sleep of sluggishness, and get up from the
burden of forgetfulness, having put on patience. Do the order of your father that it might not be sin
as the book says; “He who knows doing good and not doing it, it will be a sin for him”.3* Then he
began to struggle with his flesh, (f. 25r) and love his soul. For what the flesh desires for, the spirit
doesn’t. And what the spirit desires for, the flesh doesn’t. For this, he determined to fight against his
flesh and he began service. He passes the day with brethren by doing hand-work, and the night by
standing in the water and pray diligently. When the devil saw his determination, he became fearful
that he was not happy with the good deed, and that he was not happy with the good deed that he
might add on it, for those who fear God love tribulation than honey and sugar, to defeat Satan by
prayer and humble heart. For this, the devil used a pretext against Mazora*oté korastos and plotted to
make him leave his prayer. He came to him resembling a flame of fire, and the sky, making it
resemble like of fire.By this to make him tremble, for he is young. He was not acquainted with
combat. But he was not afraid of his greatness and did not go away. But rather, he persisted (f.25v)
like a man who is well trained in combat. And he stood protected by a shield, by calling the name of
our lord Jesus Christ, lover of man. And he crossed on him in a symbol of the cross. Then he fled
being ashamed and became like a smoke, for it is usual for him to fear whenever he found a man of
determination. But we, he makes us subdue like servants, for we enter into temptation with doubt. As
the book says, “He, who has two hearts, is a troubled person”.**° For this he remained for a few days
in Waroq Laboho After this, when his relatives troubled him by coming to him, he stood up and
went to his spiritual father, Abund Sonad kordstos and said him, “O my father, allow me to go to
Mégune that | may rest for a little while, for my relatives are bothering you because of me.” Hearing
this, the Abbot said, “O my son, go in peace. May God straighten your way, (f. 26r) for all countries
are His. But don’t change your heart and don‘t cool your heart and soul from the love of God. Keep
his commandments that it may keep you wherever you go.” Being blessed, he went out and set out
his journey. And he went up to Dabdra Maguna, the place of honored and blessed father Abasadi,

doer of miracle and wonder. It happened that day, that he went to the abbot of Méaguna, Abuna

%8 Cp.Jac.1:16
9 Cp.Jac.1:8
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‘Amaho. Georgis, son of aba ‘Abasadi, 3

and told all his thought. Having heard, he welcomed him
with excitement. And he said, “Don’t be afraid, O my son. Be here, until the will of God is.” Then he
bowed down at his feet and exited, and went to his brothers, monks. He held hand-work, to work on
with them, without murmuring. With this, he didn’t stop the prayer of the day and the night. The
abbot loved him greatly and prophesied about him (f. 26v) that he would become great before God.
He called him every time, and exhorted him that he may not get back. He said, “Don’t be afraid, O
my son, no one who holds the handle of a plough, ploughs back wards”. And again he said, “Don’t
think about the worldly wealth of your father. Rather, think about the wealth of your heavenly
Father, Jesus Christ, for he is lover of man.” He was all the time exhorting and blessing him. He was
also humbling himself. And he bowed down at his feet by saying, “O my father may your holy
blessing reach me. And may God be in me that | may keep all you ordered me.” By this order, he
remained in Guna for seven years. After this, the Holy sprit inspired him that he may wander in
monasteries and receive blessing from holy fathers of the monastery of Wali. He stood up and went
to the Abbot. And he said “O my father, bless me that (f. 27r) | may go to the monastery of Wali and
remain there as long as God wills and your soul wills. Let your will be done.” Hearing this, feeling
sorry in his heart about his departure, the abbot blessed and said, “O my son, go wherever you want
to go. May the grace of our lord Jesus Christ follow you, wherever you will go.” Receiving the
blessing, he went down the monastery saying, “O my lord lead me your way, and lead me your
straight path, let my enemy not take my soul to torment me.”*** After he left for Maguna, Abuna
Mézara*ota karastos didn’t live long in Maguna with Abuna ‘Amha Georgis, only for a little while.
Because Abund ‘Amha Georgis went quickly to the king, lover of God, who had orthodox faith,
Fasildadas, for a simple thing, to chastise him. he went and met with the king. They discussed (f.
27v) a lot of things. After many talks, he urged him and he said, “Is it true that | heard about you, O
my lord, that you abandoned the love and fear of our lord Jesus Christ, lover of man. Before, we, all
the congregation were happy with you, for you straightened the faith, like Constantine the emperor,
and destroyed the heretics from your country of domain. Today, perhaps it happened out of the envy
of Satan, for you transgressed the commandment of our lord Jesus Christ, lover of man, who chose
you for this government. And you married two sisters at once and now, O my lord king, repent from
this wicked counsel. You don’t deserve to disregard the order of our fathers, the Apostles.” When

%50 < Abasadi of Dabra Maryam lived in the 14™ cent. and was leader of the monastic movement known as D#gigé
Ewostatewos.He is still venerated as a saint in Eritrea and Tigri.
%! Cp.Ps.26:12
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the king heard this thing, anger entered into his heart, from the devil and he become angry at Abuna
“Amaho Georgis. And he ordered to chain him and take him (f. 28r) to a remote country. For this
thing, there as a great trouble in Maguna. And, the disciples of ‘Améha Georgis exorcised the king
without fearing his authority. For this, the king become furious and ordered to kill all the monks, and
they were Kkilled. They received the crown of martyrdom. He also ordered our father, Amaha
Georgis, to be beheaded by then. And the soldiers went and cut his head, and he received the crown
of martyrdom in the kingdom of God with all his chosen sons. May the blessing of these three
honored fathers, abuna ‘Abasadi, abund ‘Amaha Georgis and abuna Sond kordstos and all the
blessing of all his sons, the martyrs, who poured their blood for the name of our lord Jesus Christ,
lover of man, protect us all, children of monastery forever and ever Amen. Let us come back to the
previous subject. After he went out of Maguna, Mézadra‘ata karastos went and entered into (f. 28v)
the monastery of Wali. And by the will of God he met one holy monk. He is the son of aba Borat
Lobasu whose name is Salawanos. And he arrived and bowed down at his feet. He urged him
saying, “O my father, allow me to remain under your shelter. | serve you to my ability. Consider me
as one of your sons.” And he said, “Remain, if you are able to resist the starvation of this monastery,
for it is troublesome from all monasteries. It has no food for the monks other than the root of plants.
When he heard this, Mazdra“dta korostos was pleased and kissed his feet, and he went out to the
brethren. Then, he began to serve with the fellow brothers. His duty was to catch fish. His fathers
and fellow monks loved him greatly. And they were happy with him and blessed him, for he knew
very well how to fish. He fed them always. Then Méazdra‘otéd karastos remained for few days with
them until his aged father died. Then after, he entered into the inner monastery and remained alone
with starvation and hardship. One day, when he was wandering from one monastery to anther, he
suddenly saw Dabara Sina, **? which resembles the Garden of Eden, which is located in the center of
the monastery of Wali. Many saints, like him, saw it from far. When they approached under it, it
disappeared from their eyes; they were unable to ascend to it. M&zadra‘ota karastos,(f. 29r) who is
innocent by heart, found it, by the will of God and ascended to it. When he saw the beauty of its
greenness, he became utterly delighted, for all its plants are like the plants of Eden. And he stayed

for seven days there, being delighted by the fragrance of it. And he sang saying, “Your abodes are so

%2 Dabara Sina(Mount Sinai) Is a place which is a supposedly invisible area which resembles the Garden of Eden, and
only pure and holy men live in it.
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loved, O my lord, lord of the mighty lords, my soul is pleased by the love of your courtyard.”**® (f.
29v) After seven days, he thought and became troubled by the will of God that he may descend from
it, for the love he has for the icon of our lady Mary, who has peace, and ascend again, having the
icon, and live there forever. When he came down from Aden for this reason, it disappeared from his
eyes. And he became as if he didn’t see it. By this he was sad like aba B&fonotyos who buried Aba
Babaonuda, who was a monastic man. The news of aba Béafonotyos is like this. After he buried Aba
Bafanotayos Abo B&banuda he thought in his heart that he could live in his place after him. When he
thought this, a date palm fell, which was there for sixty years, giving twelve fruit for each year for
the honored ‘Abunafar to eat. One fruit each year was enough for him. Also the spring dried on its
time. This happened by the will of God that holy Bafanotayos might enter into the world and preach
the news of saint ‘Abunafar, (f. 30r) who is a monastic man. For our father Mazdra‘*ota korastos
also, the court yard disappeared from his eyes in the same way. Let us not think that it was not his
portion that it disappeared and that he was not worthy to remain in it. Were he not worthy to live in,
he wouldn’t have ascended before, and stayed in there for seven days. | think that it disappeared
from him for three reasons. First, because it was not his portion. Second, for us, his children, to be a
hope, who trusted by his prayer. And third, for himself, that he may rebuke his soul by saying, “O
my solitude soul, for what did you descend from Eden, like your father Adam? Is it not for your
many sins, by the plan and by the love of wealth, you descended?” For this thing, he reproached his
soul. It seems, for the holy ones, a sin, when they get a little thing; (f.30v) for this they are innocent
and humble. And Mdzdra*ota karostos lost the Garden of Eden which he saw at first. He was sad
saying, “I was uplifted then despised and left alone for my sin.”*** This happened by the will of God.
May His name is blessed that He doesn’t deprive us of the blessing of our holy father. may his
prayer and blessing of ‘Abunafar and the blessing of aba Bé&foanotyos and the blessing of this saint,
honored Abund Mazora‘ata karastos, may he protect us all, children of this congregation, from the
trap of the enemy. Also with the person who made the writing possible, who is a sinner and
worthless, by the prayer and supplication of our lady, Mary, who brings love and peace; and with us
forever and ever Amen. Let us enter into the previous subject. After the monastery disappeared from
his eyes, taking the icon he went on his way, while marveling at (f.31r) the work of God. When he

went round the monastery, he found a few monks assembled in their cell, for that time no monk was

3 Cp.Ps.83:1
%% Cp.Ps.87:15
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found in the monastery of Wali because all were persecuted in fear of the heretics, except those few
monks. Mazodra*otd karastos arrived and greeted in a spiritual manner. And they discussed each
other about the greatness of God. After this, he wanted to remain with them, for the forty day fasting
of our lord had arrived. When he looked for a cell, he found very small cell and became delighted.
And he counseled with his fellows to remain in it. Then, they counseled with him and each of them
began to fast in their respective abode. When they were in the middle of fasting, the heathens came,
as usual. One monk saw (f.31v) what he was doing. He went quickly to his brethren and told them
what he saw. His fellow brothers, hearing this thing, they were shocked greatly and went to Abuna
Mézara*ota karastos and told him what had happened. They said, “O father, what shall we do, for
the heathens have arrived to kill us.” Mazadra‘ata korostos replied saying, “O my brothers, be firm,
don’t be afraid. If we die we belong to God, if we live we live for God.” And again he said, “For
what purpose did we come in to this monastery? Is it not to die for our sin? If God is with us,
nothing is impossible.” After he comforted his brothers by this thing, he said to them, “Go to your
places. Don’t be afraid. If the heathens come | will die before you”. When the brothers entered into
their abode, one among the heathens came to him (f.32r) suddenly in great majesty with his military
dressing. When Abund Mazdra“dta korastos saw this heathen, he became confident in his heart, and
said, “It is better for me to die than live in the world, saddening our lord Jesus Christ, lover of man,
by committing sin, who removed my sorrow by the sprinkling of his blood.” Saying this, he became
like a young man, by the might of his God, who is omnipotent, and rushed upon the heathen, and
took hold of his shield and spear, saying, “Do what you want to do quickly.” When the heathen saw
the confidence of Abund Mazdra‘ota karastos, he was shocked and became astonished, and said to
him, “O man, what are you looking for, here in the wilderness, and why are you not afraid of death?”
Mézara*ota karastos replied saying, “l want my God to forgive my sin”. The heathen (f.32v) said,
“Is your God not found in another country without this monastery? Mazora‘otd karastos replied
saying, “My God lives all over the world, but | came here to weep for my sin.” The heathen replied
saying, “If he is found all over the world, go wherever you want to go. I won’t kill you.” He said,
“Here, in this wilderness many of my fellow brothers live. Don’t suppose that | came here alone, but
look for me something to eat if you have any. | am starved, | need food.” Then Abund Mé&zdra‘ata
karastos entered into his cell, being wondered by the deed of the heathen. And he brought him some
food and gave him to eat. The heathen, having eaten, he went (f.33r) to meet his friends. After this,
the monks, who hid themselves, came out and followed this heathen secretly that they might see his
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appearance, and saw him from far when he entered into the camp of the heathen. Seeing them, they
were terrified greatly and their fear increased. They returned back and told to Abund Mazora‘ata
korastos. They said him, “O our father, now we saw the troops of the heathens, countless is their
number. Now get up, o father, let us change the place that they might not kill us.” “Today God saved
us.” replied Abuna Mdazdra‘ata karastos. “Whether it is today or tomorrow, my God saved me today.
Where would | go tomorrow? | don’t go in the passion week of our lord Jesus Christ, lover of man,
for He became sick for my sake, (f.33v) so that he might restore me from my sickness. Saying this,
he refused going. Then, the monks returned back to their places while murmuring on him for his not
hosting their advice. And again, one monk, among them, prophesied, whom the devil deceived by
showing him illusion. And he said to his friends, “Did you know, my brothers, that a lion will kill
aba Mazora*oté karastos tonight?” Hearing this, the brethren became terrified and said to that monk,
“How do we know? No body told us. But tell us, our brother, if this thing is revealed to you from
God. For what reason does the lion kill our father?” That man replied saying, “For having
transgressed our word, and not listen to our advice, for God showed me this night that a lion will kill
him.”(f.34r) For this thing, all the monks were sad, for they believed that the monk’s speech was
true. Our father Mézara‘ota karostos, who is innocent in the heart, didn’t know the matter which was
said about him, but rather, when he departed from them he went to his cell innocently, praising God
for having saved him from the hands of the heathen, and thanking him saying, “Where can | go from
your Spirit, and where can | flee from your presence. If | ascend to the heaven you are there, if | go
down into the lake you are also there.”**® Saying this he entered into his cell. That night two lions
came to the saint’s abode roaring, for the devil stirred up them that the word of that monk be true.
And Abung Mazora‘ata karastos, who had a determined heart, by the might of his God, (f.34v) when
the lions approached at the gate of his cell with agitation and with so much frightening up roar, he
said in his heart, today, the day of my death arrived before | did good deed. For how long does my
God be patient, for | enrage him everyday; yet it is better for me to die than live that I may not add
sin on sin that the heart of my God may not be saddened by my not keeping his commandments. And
again, he said, “God lights for me and save me from what makes me afraid. God is my reliance for
my life, when the wicked came to me to eat my flesh.”%*® After saying this, he took the icon of our

lady, Mary, who has peace, kissed, and hugged it to his chest. And brining his head out of the gate of

%5 Cp.Ps.138:1
%6 Cp.Ps.26:1
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his cell, he bowed down on his face that he my see the face of the lions, for they appear terrifying.
Then, one lion approached him roaring powerfully,(f.35r) and beating the ground with its feet.
Approaching, it smelled the head of Abund Mazdra‘ota karastos and was satisfied by his fragrance
that he harvested.*®" In fear, it retreated back without touching, even a spot, from his body faculties,
for the Angel of God hindered it, who watches over him everyday for his being clean in the heart.
And again, another lioness came up to him, roaring and beating the ground with its feet.
Approached, it smelled like the first lion. It also retreated back roaring angrily, which was not good.
Then this lion returned to the lioness, and knocked it and kept it away by its head, and didn’t allow it
to foul him. And those loins returned and entered into the wilderness. Then, Mazdra‘ota korastos
stood up praising God saying, “For how long does my lord be patient on me? Today you saved me
from the mouth of lions. (f.35v) Who am I, sinner, O my lord, that your grace and help over shadow
me everyday, without being deserved, like a kind man. May your holy name be blessed, O my lord
Jesus Christ, lover of man, you didn’t give me away to my sin, and you don’t reward me according
to my deeds.” When he was in such praise, one monk among fellow monks came up, who spent that
night hearing the sound of the lions that he might see him whether he is spared from death. And he
approached the small room of Mdazara‘*ota korastos, weeping and lamenting. When he found him
alive, he wept exceedingly and kissed his hand and feet, for he thought he died. He called him
saying, “O my father, are you well? We considered that you died when we heard the roar of the
lions, as aba told us. Mézara‘ata karostos (f.36r) said to is friend, “Yesterday he rescued me from
the hand of the heathen, again today he saved me from the mouth of the lion, who is my lord Jesus
Christ, lover of man, for mercy is His nature.” By saying this, he comforted his friend with his
pleasant word. And they passed the day speaking the greatness of God. Then, that monk went to
announce his brethren the news that Abund Mazora‘ata korostos survived. He was alone in his cell
saying, “What can | pay God for all that he did for me.” After this thing, He didn’t stay in the

monastery of Wali,>*®

only a few days, for his soul knew that it was not his portion. After he stayed
in Waladoba for twelve years,with toil and affliction, enduring the torment of the devils. Abuna

Mézara*ota karastos ra‘até karastos thought (f.36v) and said in his heart, “What is it that | am living

%7 The Ethiopian hagiographies portray the saints as coming to the aid of their disciples and followers in a multitude of
ways: driving out demons, healing the sick, warding off dangerous animals, resolving disputes, and perhaps most
importantly, intervening with God.(Steven Kaplan:70)Also see chapter seven f.48v,f.35r,f.59v,f.68v.

%8 Wali (also known as Waldba) is located below the Samen Mountains. It is said to have been estabilished in the
fourteenth century. The monastery was strengthened and became well organized by aba Samu’el of Waldba who lived at
the end of the 14™ century and the beginning of the 15™ century.(Sergew 1989:35-44)
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in nullity in this monastery, for the book says, “From all nullity, remaining in a monastery in laziness
is the laziest. Then one should not say this is my eternal dwelling place.” My heart suspects that this
monastery is not my portion, for my dislike came first. When | ascended first to the courtyard of
Dabora Sing; after | spent seven days in it, being delighted by the fragrance of it, its fruit discarded
me down, and expelled me out side because of my sin. And again, God told me through the mouth of
a heathen, who is better in understanding than me and said to me, ‘Don’t live in this monastery, go to
another, for all the earth belongs to God.” Lions came up to eat me; they left me after they smelled
me. (f.37r) What can I, sinner and disobedient, do, For this monastery horrified me. Therefore | am
told to flee to another monastery so that | weep for my transgression. As the book says, ‘I wander in
the wilderness, like a bird.” Saying this, he took his staff and Icon and walled round it, to beseech
the monastery, for his heart was stricken by its love. When he left the monastery, he turned back like
a child that left his mother, and said, “O blessed Monastery, the dwelling of saints, | take leave of
you, for you rejected me because of my slackness. O holy monastery, shelter of innocent doves, I
take leave of you, for you hated me because of my plenty iniquity. And now, o spotless monastery,
abode of the clean, may your blessing follow me to where I go and all the blessing of your off
springs that pleased God.”(f.37v) Saying this, he left the monastery with much weep and wailing; O
my father, beatific Mazora‘ata karostos, what can | compare you with? For | didn’t find a man who
renounced like you. May I call you Daniel, whom lions licked and became satisfied by the fragrance
at his virtue? Truly, you are Daniel. As Daniel was spared, during the time of exile, from
worshipping idols, which is vanity, with his three brothers, who loved God in the midst of rebellious
Babylon. You also, my father Mazdra‘ata karostos, are found righteous and were saved from exile
in the era of exile for the devils exiled us all believers by showing dream, which is love of this

h,®*® which was worse than

world. And we were subjugated as servants by that era of the eigt
Babylon, (f.38r) for the prophecy of Daniel has come true which says, “In this day, there is no
messenger, nor a prophet, nor a king, nor sacrifice, nor offering, nor an incense to be burnt.” But
you, Mézara‘ata karastos, were found righteous with a few of your brothers who escaped from the
trap of the world. As our lord Jesus Christ, lover of man, says in the Gospel, “Many are called, but
few are chosen”. Today we are called Christians only by name, but those who renounced the

pleasure of this world like you, are truly Christians. From among those whom we know their names,

%% The “eighth’ millennium since the creation of the world, according to the Ethiopian Orthodox Church calendar(i.e.
5500 B.C and 2000AD.) in which the world is believed to pass, and the manifestation of the end time is abundance of
evil acts.
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died in the monastery Wali, at that time, one was Abund Z&wadladd Marayom of D&bard Damo who
tormented his flesh by vehement mortification, at one time by beating his back with red-hot cord
until his blood shades (f.38v) like water, another time by chaining his hands and legs, until our lady,
holy virgin Mary, who has peace, told him every day, one time by revealing herself, another time in
dream, and another time her Icon tells him. He did many miracles- one of his miracles was, when
the lions perished the monks of the monastery of Wali, Abund Zawaloda Moryam prayed to God,
who is the most high, that he might forgive them and withdraw his wrath from them. And God heard
the supplication quickly and gave them heavenly power. He rebuked the lions and ordered them
saying. “Go away from our abode, for our lord Jesus Christ has mercy on us, His creatures, for He is
lover of man.” Then, those lions abandoned roaring at the (f.39r) monks. They went out, and seven
lions were found dead on top of the cave of the monks, by the prayer of our blessed father, Zawéaloda
Maryam. In this way, he lived with much toil while combating until he died in great honor. The
second one was Abuna Kofdld Michael, chief of the hermits, who fought spiritual fight for forty
years in patience. And he lived with wild animals fighting with the devils, until the day of his death.
Before he died he foretold that his death would be in the hand of a heathen. He told this to one monk
who was with him. This monk was one of the disciples of Abun& Mé&zara“até4 karastos to him he told
his death by saying, “O my son, it seems for me that | will die in the hands of a heathen. And you
may die with me.” At the time of his departure, (f.39v) from this world and go to our lord Jesus
Christ, lover of man, whom he loves, the heathens came up to his cell and killed him with this monk,
as he foretold. And the third one was Abund Dometros who had stood twenty years, day and night
until his legs suffered pain and decayed because of his standing up for a very long time. And he
accomplished his combat without being indignant. And he traveled to our lord Jesus Christ, lover of
man, whom he trusted from his childhood. And the fourth one was Abuna Takola Hadymanont who
was called the second Tékald Haymanont, of whom Abund Takadla Michael foretold that after him
he would become chief of those who would go into exile and live in caves like hyrax. This Abuna
Tékold Hayamunont fought the spiritual fight until he saw the Angles, and defeated the devils with
humbleness and prayer.(f.40r) He also became father and exhorter of others who lived in his time,
for he resembled Abuna ‘Aragowi,*®® who summoned eight saints, who were servants of God, in

their ways. He also became leader of truth for the saints of Rome until he departed from this world to

%60 Abuna ‘Aragawi is one of the nine saints who came to Ethiopia in the 5" century because of religious controversy in
Rome.
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our lord Jesus Christ, lover of man, in peace. And the fifth one was Abund Mé&zmure
Doangoal,(spiritual) son of Abund Mézora‘dtd karastos. He accomplished his spiritual fight by
entering into a wilderness in which wild animals live, which was very frightening. When he left the
monastery, his (spiritual) father said to him, “O my son, if you want to go into exile you may go
now.” Then he was delighted and sang saying, “When they said to me let us go to the house of God,
I became pleased,” He also said and sang about his being naked, for he didn’t need clothes except
that he might cover his body part which causes shame, saying, (f.40v) “I came out of my mother’s
womb naked, and | enter into the ground naked, for my lord Jesus Christ, lover of man, abandoned
the shame for my sake.” And again, once upon a time, the devils tortured him openly face to face
until the flogging was seen on his back like it was burnt by fire. The devils became ashamed of his
persistent combat, for he defeated them by the power of our lord Jesus Christ, lover of man. During
the time of his death, his father found his body lying, and odorant like the odor of the garden Aden,
without being touched by animals. His spiritual father, Mazdra‘ata karastos, helped him reach to this
great order. And he became so much delighted by the death of his son, and wept for himself, for he
was chained in this wretched world by the chain of flesh. Then, he prepared his body for the burial
(f.41r) and buried him in the tomb of holy fathers. May the blessing of these five holy fathers of an
orthodox faith and combat, who were fetched clean from that vase of dregs, and the blessing of
Abund Mazdra‘otd korostos, and the blessings of our lady Mary, virgin, who brings peace an
forgiveness, and the mercy of her Son, Emmanuel, protect us all children of this church, forever and
ever Amen. Let us enter into the previous subject. After that, M&zara‘ota karostos left the monastery
of Wali and went to the tomb of Yared the ordained, north of the country. Having been blessed at the

burial place, he went to the monastery called Hawzen. 3"

Arriving there, he received blessing from
saints and reached Gundagundde.®®® And he stayed for few days,(f.41v) serving one holy monk.
Then the monk said him, “Go to the other monastery, this is not your portion.” Hearing this, he

received his blessing. Then, he went to the place where the body of saints found that their body

%1 Hawzen is the name of a wérdda and its administrative capital situated in the west Tigray zone. According to
classical hypothesis, the name is reminiscent of the South Arabian place name HWZN ,and this part of the Ethiopian
highlands was affected by the Sabaean migration. Aksumite material, including inscriptions has been found in H&wzen.
In the form Hawzena (cha@-H.9),the place name is mentioned into land-granting documents of the Liber Aksumae
attributed, respectively, to the mythical couple Abraha and Agbaha (ca.4™ -6™ cent.) and to Aram, Naburdad of Aksum
at the end of the 8" cent.(Gianfrancesco Lusini:1054-55)

%2 Gundagunade is located in the locality of *Agama, Tigray, about 300km east of ‘Addigrat. the same monastery
equally known as D&bra Garzen, lays there at the confluence of the streams Warat and Kaswa: hence its further name of
Déabré Kaswa. It became the spiritual center of the follower of abba 3stifanos, thus playing an important role in the
religious history of Ethiopia.(Beylot 1997:917)
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never decay and are called ‘Nomana Numu’.*®® There, he stayed a few days offering incense to the
body of the saints, for the holy forty days fasting of our lord arrived. One day, when he was offering
incense as usual, he heard a word from the body of the saints that pleased his heart.*®* After the end
of the Pascal day, receiving blessing from the corpse of the saints, he went to the country of
‘Amasen.®® Then he returned, after a man told him the news of Marab®® that he left it behind, for
he wanted to see it. When God willed he went back and arrived at a big river. (f.42r) Then he knew
that it was Marab. He established one place which is called S&ndfa’9sd’at, near Marab. When he
was there with great tribulation and distress and being patient of the dread of animals and the
fighting of devils, twelve monks came to him by the will of God, and they became disciples and
lived with him in one heart without murmur. After a few days, all were infected at once with a bad
disease called ‘koso’.*®” When his disciples were in illness, they begged their blameless father, for
they know his kind heart, saying, “O father please brings us fish that we may eat, for our soul
desires.” Mazara‘ata karastos replied saying, “O my sons, be patient. For eating fish is not enough
for such a disease.”(f.42v) They said, “O our father, we are patient. As you usually do, bring us
quickly, for our heart is stricken by the love of fish. If we die, we don’t feel sad while you, our father
live.” hearing their sorrow, Abund Mazadra‘ota karastos, who is compassionate, stood up quickly that
he may fulfill there desire. And he went to the sea. Getting there, he lost something to put into the
mouth of the fish-hook. Without putting meat on the fish-hook, the fishing wouldn’t be
possible.when he could do nothing he remembered the word of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is
written in the Gospel which says, “No greater love is there than this love that for a man giving his

soul as ransom for his companion.”®*® Remembering this, he said to his soul, “O my unfortunate

%3 The veneration of relics is an important component of the cult of saints. It is officially recognized by the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church and has a very long history in the Ethiopian Christian tradition. The discovery and subsequent
veneration of saints’ relics were closely connected with the tradition of the Ethiopian monastic movement.(Nosnitson
2003:137)

%% The Gadlat (combat) of the Ethiopian saints contain numerous accounts of the magic power emanating from the
saint’s grave or remains, pieces of shroud, ashes from his tomb etc. In addition, the Combats often contain narratives of
the saint’s relics.(Kaplan 1986:2-6)

%> Hamasen, seldom (in chronicles) also Amasen) is the name of a historical province in the northern Eriterean
highlands, roughly corresponding to, however,Zoba Ma’aka’l (Tgn ‘Central province’ ) of contemporary Ertrea. The
name perhaps originally an ethnonym is probably ancient.It has preserved until recently important evidence of Aksumite
church architecture. Yet, only in the 14™ cent. did the creation and the chain of monastic communities of Ewostateans,
the movement inspired by Ewostatewos of Dabrd  S‘arabi and for long period time pivoting on the monastry of Dabra
Bizan in Hamasen, mark the beginning of a deeper christianization(Wolbert Smidt 2005: 987-990)

*8Marab is the main border separating the central Eritrean highlands from Ethiopia.

%7 Lit. Tapeworm, a disease caused by tapeworm.

%8Cp. Jhn.15:13.
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soul, how do you pour out your blood for our lord Jess Christ, lover of man,(f.43r) poured out his
blood for the sake of you, that he might be an example of love of brothers. Again he said, “O my
soul, it is better for you to have your body wounded which always rises against you, and that your
brothers, servants of God, may not die before they get what they desired for.” saying this, he took a
blade and cut a small portion from his flesh of his leg until his blood poured like water, and didn’t
feel the pain, for he was drunk by the love of our lord Jesus Christ, lover of man. For the sake of his
friends’ love, he took the flesh, which is cut from his leg, and put it into the mouth of the fish-hook
and he threw it into the sea. Then, a fish was caught immediately. Knowing that a fish was caught,
he pulled the hook and took hold of the fish. When he saw the fish, Mazdra‘ota karastos rejoiced
greatly that he has gotten the desire of the sick monks. Have you heard, O my beloved (f.43v)
brothers, the good news, of Abunad Mé&zaroa‘atd Karasatos,and his kindness who poured his blood for
the love of his brethrens. Can it be found, this time, a kind man like him? Never be found. We also
don’t do to our friends like he did. And we don’t cut our flesh to catch fish. But rather, we eat each
other like a fish, while we are children of one father who is our lord Jesus Christ, lover of man. He
has begotten us from one mother, holy church that poured out from his divine rib. The reason | say
we eat one another like fish is that |1 presume our era to be the most wicked. For the prophecy of
David, who prophesied about us has arrived on us today. He says “O my lord, save me, for the kind
has disappeared and trust is not found from the people. They speak nonsense one another.”3%(f.44r)
This father, Mézora‘atd karostos, who is blameless, was found separated from its order and set
himself aside from the manner of that wrongdoing period, following love boldly. Because he heard
the word of the honored and blessed teacher of love, Saint Paul saying, “follow love.” for this thing,
| don’t presume that the honor of Mézara“até karastos, lover of brothers, is lesser than the previous
fathers who raised the dead, and healed the sick. As John Chrisostom in his Exorcism says, “From
raising the dead and healing the sick, love of brother is greater. For love is the fulfillment of law.”
Let us enter into our previous subject. Then Mazara‘até karastos returned back to his place having
the caught fish. Having cooked the fish, (f.44v) he brought it to those who were patient. When the
patients saw the fish, they rejoiced greatly and ate up to their capacity. And their soul was delighted.
They said together in one word, “ Blessed be God who brought us to this place without having done
good that we will die under your shelter and that you may burry us by your blessed hand .” Then, the

illness became so serious that they passed away from the suffering of this world one by one.

%9 Cp.Ps.11:1
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Mézdra*ota karastos grieved so much for them. And he prepared their body for burial in the
appropriate manner and buried them. And he was left alone weeping and saying, “Woo to me, who is
spared alone, in this wicked world because of my sin”. Again he said, “Is it your will, my lord Jesus
Christ, lover of man that (f.45r) 1 may live in this world, saddening you always. But, may your holy
name is blessed. For you know what is better for me.” When he was in such a grief, one day, when
he was tired, he rested in one place and he found two serpents hiding under his sack cloth. Seeing
this, he thanked our lord Jesus Christ, lover of man that he saved him from the desire of the devils.
For the devil was struggling and tempting him in such forms. Especially to fight against this serpent,
he entered into his previous abode. And again, one day, when Abund Mé&zadra‘atd was standing for
prayer, one serpent came behind him, whose form is dreadful, and he approached him without being
seen and bit him severely and took his flesh from his leg(f.45v) like a fierce dog. For the serpent’s
body was huge and much blood poured out. Then he tore a small portion of his cloth and tied it on
his leg, for his blood was flowing like water. Then he went back to his cell praising God saying,
“Praise be to you, O my lord, Jesus Christ, lover of man, that you are patient on me until this day
while you know my iniquity. Today also your will be done. O Lord, if I die, | won’t be sad, for |
know that | don’t have good deed other than wickedness. If I live up to a hundred year, in this
monastery, 1 won’t be saved by my work without your forgiveness and patience. Only your
forgiveness follows me throughout my life, o lover of man.” Saying this, he entered into his abode
(f.46r) and took the Icon of our lady Mary, who has peace on her, kissing and hugging as usual, with
great faith saying, “O my lady, hope for the sinner, don’t be far in my life as well as in my death for
| have no hope of salvation without your help.” after he finished his prayer, he laid down on his
couch wrapping his face by his cloth. for he presumed that he would die that time. Then he lingered
for a little while. When he knew that he was not sick, and that the poison of the serpent didn’t
weaken him, he understood that it was a temptation of the devil. And he praised our lord Jesus
Christ, lover of man, for what he has done, which is forgiveness. And he remained for three days
admiring and praising.Because he was overjoyed. On the third day, his disciple came, whom they
call Basu’a >Amakb k who was living in another place, giving service.(f.46v) Then Abund Méazdra*ota
korastos told him the entire affliction he received; his wound that the serpent caused. When his
disciple saw this, he wept bitterly. But our father admonished him, and he said, “O my son why do
you weep like this when you see me alive? My lord, Jesus Christ, lover of man, healed me as he is
used to do.” Saying this, he comforted his son and made him stop weeping by his pleasant word.
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And his wound dried soon, for it did happen from the fighting of the devil. After his wound was
cured, he began to combat more than before when he understood that it was out of envy that the
devil did so. When Mézara‘ata karastos was in great tribulation and affliction, one day, his disciple
brought three fishes from the river. He cooked them as he is used to. In the evening,(f.47r) his
disciple took those three fishes which he cooked and served them to his master. Then, Mazdra*ota
karastos got up to pray the prayer of the table as usual. After he finished his prayer, he sat so that he
might eat for survival. When he saw the three fishes he wondered.Because the disciple always
cooked two fishes for two of them. For this, he was astonished and said to his disciple, “O my son,
what is this third fish that | see in the bowl? Why did you bring it?” His innocent disciple replied,
and said, “When | got those three fishes, | rejoiced greatly and brought them saying God gave me
because of the prayer of my father. And his spiritual father responded saying, “O my son, judge. Are
the two fishes not enough for two of us, who are named monks by name (f.47v) and live in this
monastery following the footsteps of the holy monastic fathers. If we fulfill the desire of our flesh,
and eat all that we find, where is our endurance, when do we become monks? Again, don’t you
know that a horse cannot be obedient without halter? In like manner, our flesh will not be obedient
to the soul with out deficiency, and will not subject to her if it (the flesh) eats too much. Now my
son, it is worthy for us to deduct from our daily meal so that the flesh be obedient to the soul and go
along with her will: as John the short spoke in parable, when the king wanted to go to the country of
his enemies, he was safeguarded before all, in order that he may hinder thereafter, provisions and
water so that they might subdue. In like manner, if one endures fasting, starvation and thirst, his soul
may be tired of the toil. And again one monk urged his fellow monk and said, “Since the time that I
became a monk (f.48r) | have never been satiated utterly nor taken much water, nor slept too much.
For this reason no sickness troubled me. Now, my son, it is appropriate for us to follow the footsteps
of those of our holy fathers. If we find good food, we need to leave it so that we may be partakers of
their joy. God, who loves men, will give us what we want, that our heart never thought of it, that His
kindness may be known through us. We, for His sake, have to recede from satiation so that it will not
hinder us from worshipping Him.” Then, Abuna Mdazdra‘ata karastos said to this disciple. “O my
son, take this fish, what wrong did it do to you. Put it into the sea, where it lives.” And the innocent
disciple, hearing this, he did not mutter and say, “What do | have if you put this fish into the water
while my stomach is starved.” But he ran quickly (f.48v) to accomplish the will of his father. When
he arrived at the river, carrying the fish in his hand, it leaped out of his hand before he threw it and
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entered into the water. And it became as if no fire and knife touched it. When the disciple aba
Basu’o ‘Amoalak saw this miracle, he was shocked utterly until he lost his conscious.He said,
“Blessed be God, who made me, a sinner, see this miracle when I am not worthy. Seeing this
miracle, that was done by Abuna Mézora“ata karastos, who was made similar to his Lord, by doing
miracles. Because we heard yesterday that the fish leaped out of the ship of the thief who stole the
fishes and entered into the ship of man who caught them, by the order of our lord Jesus Christ, lover
of man. And our father Mdzora‘dtd koroastos, the follower of our lord Jesus Christ, lover of
man,(f.49r) in truth, did like him that the word of our lord Jesus Christ may not be falsified, which
He spoke in the holy Gospel saying, “He who believes in me, will do what | do, even greater” %"
And also he told to his disciples “If you keep my commandments until the end of the world, I will be
with you.”®"* Our lord did not only say this to his disciples of his time, but he also said it to those
disciples, from his time on wards who follow the footsteps of the Apostles. And this honored and
blessed father, Abund Mazara‘ata karastos, is one of the disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ, lover of
man. Our lord is with him. As our lord says, he did miracles in the end of the world, for he has kept
his word and commandments. And one who keeps all the word of the Gospel, one keeps himself
from wickedness. And in the kingdom of heaven, he will be called (f.49v) the disciple of our Lord
Jesus Christ, lover of man. As it is written “We don’t keep commandments but rather they keep us.”
For this thing, O my brothers, | say to you that don’t assume that my lord Jesus Christ, lover of man,
will be far from his kind servants, who keep the precepts, because of the wickedness of the time. But
rather he will be far from us if we will be far from his love and our friends’ love. | say this not to
state that he will keep His providence from us, and then Jesus Christ will reward us according to our
deeds. Moreover, those saints of that period didn’t do miracles in His name, while they were pure
and holy so that we, children of this period, would be pleased, by looking at the miracles and
wonders. For we don’t have love, and we don’t love one another.(f.50r) For this thing, | increased
supplication to my father the blessed Mézara‘ota karastos, who performs wonders, for | found him
pure and clean at the end of our wicked period that the power of the heavens follows him behind. I
forgot the good news of the saints who did wonders in the time of peace, out of this new wine of
mine, Mdazara“ata karastos who is found in the time of misery and intense heat. And | became like

the ruler of the feast who forgot the taste of the wine which he drank earlier, when he tasted the

70 Cp.Jhn.14:12
31 Cp.Mt.28:19

111 September, 2010



Maéazora‘ota karastos

water which was changed into wine, by the authority of our lord that he was astonished and said to
the bridegroom, “Why did you keep the good wine until now.” I am also astonished. For the
residence of my father Mézora*oté karastos is changed and became like the residence of saints of
yesterday, while we are (f.50v) children of this period, bearer of iniquity and wickedness. May our
Lord God, the savior Jesus Christ, free us all children of this tabernacle, from the slavery of that
contentious time, by the prayer of His mother, Mary, lady of the lake and the land, and cover with
His mercy and forgiveness all of us, and save us from the sorrow of flesh and soul forever and ever
Amen. Let us enter into the previous matter. Then aba Basu’a ‘Amalok returned back to his father
honored Abund Mazora‘atd korostos marveling at the miracle he saw. Arriving at him, he bowed
down at his feet, and told him the wonder of the fish. When Abund Mazodra‘ata karastos heard this
miracle, he thanked God(f.51r) and said to his son, “Praise be our lord Jesus Christ, life of Lazarus,
who gave life again to this fish after it died, and restored it to its previous dwelling place safely in
peace, for you Killed it unjustly. Further more, a few days later after this miracle happened, he heard
that there was a man in one country who worshipped the devil. They carried food and drink to go
into the sea which is named ‘Aba Nozo. In there they sacrificed for evil spirits as the custom of their
father. They do this that the devil may not be angry at them. If they didn’t do this, he would kill their
offspring and animals. For this cause they worshipped openly. When Madzaro‘atéd Karasatos heard
about their going astray of those people, (f.51v) he was so sad, for he was compassionate like a
mother is to her son. Then he got up quickly and went to them. Arriving there, he chastised them in
humbleness and innocence. He urged them that they might abandon their activities and their
transgressions. He said to them “O my children, why do you do this? Why do you enrage God, who
spoke to you through His Son, not through the word of a stranger? Because he loves you and
ransomed you by the blood of His only Son, our lord Jesus Christ, whose entire being is salvation,
his divinity and humanity is life. Now my children repent from your mischief and leave this strange
custom and rely on God, your creator, for He will save you from the malice of the devil who desires
you. And He protects your children as he created them.”(f.52r) When he exhorted them with
innocence, they listened to his word and became perplexed. They fell on his feet in submission, For
His exorcism entered into their heart that in him, the Holy Spirit dwells. And all of them together
said him, “O our father, forgive us and pray for us to the merciful God, for we lived without

knowledge. When Mazdra‘atd korostos saw that they knew their sins and regretted in fear, he
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rejoiced greatly and prayed for them so that the enemy might not destroy their heart again.®’? They
brought him food and he blessed and gave them that they might eat it. They ate and drank as he
ordered. After they ate, they received benediction from their blessed father. Receiving the
benediction, and breaking the bow which they brought to him, they returned back to (f.52v) their
country praising God. There after, the enemy plotted neither against their children nor their animals,
for our lord Jesus Christ, lover of man, forgave their sins by the prayer of Saint Abund Mézara‘até
Karasatos. And again may He forgive us all, by the prayer of Mary, our lady, Amen. Again one day,
while Abuna Mazdra‘ata karastos was wandering in the monastery, when he lifted up his eyes to the
sky, suddenly he saw a man going by cloud. Seeing him, he was astonished and knew that he was a
monk. Then he said, “O my father, | urge you to tell me one thing which is enough for me.” And this
monk who was on the cloud didn’t respond. And again he urged and took refuge saying, “O my
father, | beseech you by the honored name of our savior and Lord Jesus Christ, lover of man, tell me
either this monastery is my portion or the other one.”(f.53r) The monk replied saying, “O my
brother, don’t say like this. I didn’t reach to this rank, for I am a sinner. Moreover | am going that |
may contact my father and tell him what he sent me for, because | am in service. If | get there in
peace, | will tell all what you tell me. But release me from the word you beseeched me.” Saying this,
he passed and disappeared from him. Abund Mdzora‘atd karostos was left there, marveling at the
deeds of God, that He gives grace to those who obey their master. And that He is praised by the
humble. Furthermore, on the other day, he saw the same monk again while he was returning back to
where he was before, on the cloud. When he saw him, he recognized him and said, “Peace is with
you, O my father. May your prayer and benediction reach (f.53v) me. How is my urge that I
beseeched you?” The monk replied saying, “He said to you like this. In the coming week, come to
such country. In there you will meet me in the church on the day of Sabbath.” Telling him this, the
monk went past him, as he does, on the cloud. And when Abund Mézdra‘*ota karostos, heard this
thing, he was utterly rejoiced by this. When the due time arrived, that the monk told, he stood up and
went to that country which is called Haméado. Arriving there, he entered into the church and saluted.
Then he met this holy monk. They greeted each other and discussed about the greatness of God.
After this, that hermit said to Abund Mdazara‘oté karostos, “Are you the one whom my disciple sent

you to me?” hearing his word, Abuna Mazora‘dté karostos was perplexed, (f.54r) for he didn’t yet

%72 The rite of conversion frequently took place with suddenness. (Budge 1906:36, 53, 23) the saints seem to have
generally been content to equip their converts with a minimalist version of Christianity which stressed only the belief in
God and a few other basic elements of Christian belief and practice.
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recognize the hermit that he was the same monk who was sent for him. But he took him for another
monk. When he recognized him, he bowed down at his feet and said him, “Sure, I am, O my father,
your prayer enabled me to come here. Forgive my slackness, for | didn’t recognize you and | took
you for another monk, who is worthless like me.” He replied saying, “O my brother, why do you say
so? Don’t you consider this is not my status. By what do I, a sinner, exceed from you?” Then Abuna
Mézdra*ota karastos urged him and said, “O my holy father, teach me the things of life so that my
soul lives. And don’t hide from me all that God reveled to you.” The hermit replied saying, “What
am |, a sinner, who exhort things of life to another which, I myself, don’t keep it. You know His
precepts better than | do. However, be steadfast in (f.54v) the love of God. Never go astray from His
orders; neither to the right nor to the left. Of the place you asked me, | perceive, the day has arrived
that you will find a good place, which will be for your purpose and for those who will come after
you. But don’t be curious for what God says will not fall short. And you, my son, remember me in
your holy prayer.” After this they prayed and departed each other. And they entered into their
respective abode praising God for all he did for them. May their benediction reach us all their
children. Amen. When Abund Mazora‘otd korostos was in his abode in fasting and prayer, he
thought in his heart and said to his soul, “O my soul, have you liked your flesh taking rest? Is it to
your liking when you live in one cave like one of the saints who combat and become steadfast in
their cell. To you, my soul doesn’t take yourself for them, (£.55r) for you live idly and you don’t
have hand-work by which your weak flesh survives. Why don’t you wander from one country to
another that you may beg and get what your flesh needs? Tell me then, O my soul, are you ashamed
of begging or are you afraid to enter into the world which you renounced earlier. If you are ashamed
of begging, remember the honored saint John the evangelist who raised the dead and healed the sick
that he begged the scramble of bread for the need of his flesh and never ashamed. Begging food is
not sin but begging of wealth is. Whenever you are afraid to enter into the world, remember the fore
fathers who preceded you in entering into countries. There was one who entered into a country for
service that he may accomplish the will of his fathers. One monk, (f.55v) from among the earlier
saints, he used to plait the ladies’ hair so that he might eat from them, for he had no other work other
than this. When he did so, he had never been stricken by lust. Because,his heart was in deep
meditation in heaven. And he passed the time with God and His pure angels. And you, O my soul,
do the same. By seeing the world, you are not to be judged but rather don’t see the sin of others.”

After he counseled with his soul, Mazora‘ata kardstos, set out to wander in the country during
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harvesting time, in order to get food for the need of his flesh. When he entered the world, he sang
saying, “If | travel in the midst of the shadow of death, | am not terrified by death and evil, for you
are with me.” When he got the need of his flesh, he returned back soon to his cell, thanking (f.56r)
the most honored and the highest God. When Mé&zara“até karastos lived in such a way, with great
suffering and affliction, as it is written, that says, “No troublesome work is comparable to Seoul.”
And one day he went to the court of food with his disciple and begged as he was used to do. Hearing
him, the owner of the farm said him, “Today | don’t have. Come back tomorrow. Having heard his
word, Mazara‘otéd karastos returned to his abode without murmur, thanking him, that refused to give
him food, for this is the trend of a monk. And again he returned back the next day, and also the third
day. Out he didn’t give him. Then Abund Mazadra‘ota korostos said to the owner of the farm, “Why
do you do this, O my son, aren’t you afraid of wrong doing? Why don’t you have mercy to the poor
for the sake of God?” The worldly man replied he said, “O, lazy monk, (f.56v) who desires the toil
of another, why do you bother me everyday? Didn’t God create rain for us all for growing and the
sun for ripening? Why are you not ashamed of begging while you have healthy members of your
body? Don’t you work like us so that you may rest from begging?” Saying this, the laity kept silent
and didn’t give him food. Abun& Mdazdra‘ata karastos didn’t listen to all what the man said. Because
he spoke in his tongue that no stranger could listen to. For this thing, the Abun demanded his disciple
and said “What did he speak? And what did he say to us, for | didn’t hear what he said.” His disciple
told him all the owner of the farm said. When Abuna Mézara‘ota korastos heard the strong words of
the man he was wondered and said; “This man said the right thing. But his word seems (f.57r) a
word of anger which arises from the evil spirit. Rather it seems that the Holy Spirit spoke to me, who
am slack, for I am lazy who desires for another one’s toil.” Saying this, he said to his disciple,
“Come on, my son, and let us go back to our place then. It is better for us that we work and earn the
fruit of our hand work, as this layman taught us. Earlier, God told me through the mouth of a heathen
that the monastery of Wali was not my portion. Today also, he tells me through the mouth of this
layman saying, “Your bread is not of another person’s strife. Rather, eat your hand work, as the
scripture says, “He, who is not willing to work, should not eat.”®"* From now on, o my son, behold.
We have to persuade our soul by working on the ground to the ability God gave us, If God wills this
thing. Of this, the scripture says, “Inspect all, and do the good.”*"* Conversing of this thing (f.57v)
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with his disciple, Abund Mazdra‘oté korastos returned back to his monastery. After this subject, he
was wandering in the fields, and looked for a fertile land which is suitable for farm. One day, when
he was walking around, he found a good land which is known as May Qasabo. After he found it

[Maya qaobo] he did not linger in finding May Dur,?”

the place of his strife. By this, his
mindfulness ceased because he discovered soon after a few days since this holy monk told him, for
the work of saints cannot be falsified as it is written which says, “The mouth of a holy man speaks
wisdom. And the precepts of his God are in his heart.”*"® When he discovered May Qasabo at fires,
he told his disciple, “Let us take rest for a little while here. If it is the will of God, we will work in
it.” Then they made a small shelter which protects them from the warm sun (.58r) and from the cold
of the night. They kicked off working on the ground by the highest God. And they didn’t rest from
strife as much as they could. And their work was fruitful and their harvest was too much surplus, for
all this was done by the will of God. After this, a few monks gathered and became disciples. They
worked what was important and did not interrupt the prayer day and night. Everyday, their work and
gathering became good. When Abuna Mdazdra‘ata karastos saw that the gathering was well ordered,
he built a beautiful church Kidan& Maharat. When he was living in such a way with his spiritual
sons, who were monks, people came to him and told him the news of his father. Hearing their news,
he said to them, “You lied.”(f.58v) Again they said to him, “We didn’t lie. We are telling you the
truth that your father died.” And he said to them, “You lied.” On the third time he said to them “My
father is heavenly Jesus Christ, my lord, lover of man, he never dies again, for He died once for the
love of man.” When they heard his response, they returned back to their country being wondered by
the eloquence of his word that the love of relatives disappeared from his heart except that of our lord
Jesus Christ, lover of man. And Abund Mazora‘ota karastos, who is kind in his heart, after they
went, those who told him the news of his father’s death, he remembered in his heart that his father
was living in the pleasure of this passing world, being a prince and in plenty of wealth. For this, he
felt sad about his father, remembering the word of the Gospel that says, “It is easier for a camel to
pass through the eye of a needle than a rich man entering into the kingdom of God.”(f.59r) After
this, he departed from his children, monks, and went down to the lake in which there were plenty
sands. And he remained there for forty day and might, laying one time on it another time standing on

5 May Qasabo( lit. means ‘jungle of water’) is located at the lee-ward- side of the mountain on which the monastery of
Mazaroatd Karasatos is located. The area has been named so because a number of small streams had surrounded it. As a
result the land is fertile, but now all the streams have dried, which very saddening.

%76 Cp.Ps.36:30

116 September, 2010



Maéazora‘ota karastos

it, with a lot of weeping and suffering urging saying, “O my lord Jesus Christ who makes the
difficult easy. God of my father saint Kiros, to whom you gave an irrefutable covenant of your word
saying, “Whoever calls your name and make remembrance of you, | will have mercy on him. Now,
O lord, hear the prayer of mine, a sinner, by the intercession of your mother, our lady Mary, who
prays for forgiveness, and listen to my weeps; don’t deafen your ears about my dead father; while he
was in the middle of very many pleasures and enjoyment, for all who love the pleasure of this world
is your enemy. Today, O Lord, don’t enter into reprove with your servant, (f.59v) for no one will be
just before you. For this reason | plead you that you may not forsake the urge of your servant, for
there is no one who does not sin, nor any wood which doesn’t smoke. O lord, forgiver of malice,
forgives his sins as it is your nature. And grant him from the treasure of your kindness for nothing,
for he came to you without any provision.” Saying this and other words in such groan and suffering,
he stayed for forty days until his skin attached to his bone. And his flesh looked black charcoal
because of the sun and the coldness of the night. After the end of forty days, he heard a pleasant
word which says, “Be rejoiced O my son Mdzadra‘ota karastos, for | am Kiros your lover; you saved
your father and made him come out of the depression of soul, by the power of the prayer of our lady
Mary, who never gives deaf ears to the plead of sinners. By the grace and kindness of her Son, Jesus
Christ, (f.60r) who makes the difficult easy. From now on, know that you don’t have to abandon to
make remembrance of me on the earth, and order your sons that they may not neglect my
commemoration. After your death, | take care of you and your children forever and ever.” When he
heard the word full of joy, his soul rejoiced and he was comforted from his sorrow. And he praised
God saying, “Praise be to God, my lord, who didn’t desert my prayer and did not take his kindness
away from me”. Then, he thought to return to his cave, meditating on God, whose praise is full.
Then, he was impotent to go, for he was utterly tired. At that time the power of God was not with
him; he was unable to return back to the place where he was. And in a wondrous work, he returned
to his monastery that God, our Lord Jesus Christ, lover of man, who is strength to the weak, gave
him strength.(f.60v) When his disciples saw Abuna Méazdra*ota karastos he wept so bitterly, for he
saw his appearance was so changed to the extent of not recognizing him. For this reason he wept.
And he, the innocent dove, comforted them and said, “O my children don’t cry for a monk, this is
how he should be. But we are slack that we don’t enter into suffering, for the love of flesh defeated
us. For this cause we are lost in two worlds, monks of this time. In this way he admonished his son.

As Abund Mazara‘oata karostos saved his father by his prayer, may he save us all his children. Also,
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his lover,by the strife of Abuna Kiros and by the intercession of our lady Mary, and the grace of her
Son, Amen. And again after this phenomenon, when Abund Mdazdra‘ata karastos’ disciples increased
in number, his soul didn’t wish to live with them. Rather, (f.61R) he wanted to go to another
monastery and live in it. But our lord Jesus Christ, lover of man, didn’t fulfill his desire. And he
didn’t make him stay away from people as He is all knowing. Because many souls (f. 60r) will be
saved because of him, those who take refuge in the prayer of blameless Abuna Mézara‘ota korastos.
He didn’t know the counsel of God, the most high. But he counseled with himself like Jonas the
prophet and said in his heart, “I set out to go to another monastery and live alone and weep for my
sin.” Saying this and completing the counsel with himself, Abuna Mé&zdra‘dta karastos took leave of
His sons and said to them, “O my children don’t be disturbed, for | want to got to another monastery
| want to arrive there and come back to you soon. God be with you.” Having said this, he blessed
them and left May Qasabo. (f.61v) After having traveled for three hours, he arrived at a certain
country which is called kssad Qorasa. From kssad Qorasa he saw the mountain (church) of May
Dur across the country. And he wanted to see, for his heart felt it that the place will be his portion.
While he was praying so that he might go to it and see, he met one man by the will of God, the most
high, who was a peasant, on the way. And he said, “Peace be with you, O my son.” He saluted at his
feet and greeted saying, “May your peace reach me, O my father.” Then Abun& Mé&zdra*ota karastos

urged the peasant, whose name is Obdya Danagal, “O my son, is it possible for you to show me the

way of the mountain (church)?” he said, “Sure”. Again he said to him, “O my father, do you want to
live in there, for there is no (f.62r) man in it? Mé&zdra‘ota karastos answered saying, “God knows,
show me first.” After they conversed, they went up to the mountain and the man showed him all the
surrounding of the mountain. When Abund Mdazdra‘ota karastos saw the stillness, he took delight of
it. And he utterly loved it and rejoiced and said, “This is my abode forever.” After the kind peasant
showed it, he returned to his village, having received a blessing. Abunda Mazodra‘gtd korastos
remained alone in the mountain, praising the praised God, for all that He did, according to His will.
After a few days later, when his disciples heard that he was in the mountain of May Dur a few
monks came to see him. And from other countries, many more monks (f. 62v) came and gathered.
Seeing this, Mézara‘atd Karasatos realized that God didn’t will that he may remain solitude and be
far from people. He didn’t complain about it as he did at first. Rather he rejoiced and said, “Let your
will be done, O my Lord, for you know what is good for me.” Saying this, he counseled a good
counsel, for the Holy Spirit gave him understanding. And he built a good house in ‘Egara Dabar.
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And he assigned an abbot and he made his disciples live there in communion, in one heart and one
thought. He established order and commanded them to work their own part, and not interrupt prayer
day and night. At night, they gathered and prayed the prayer of table and ate their food with fear of
God. None among them discussed nonsense. If one erred among the community and broke one low
(f.63r) from the laws of the monastery, he would be reproached in the right way before the
community. Moreover, all brought their properties together. No body said ‘this is my property’. In
such a manner he arranged his children in the rest of his life as he was taught from his holy fathers of
Méaguna and Waragq Labsho. But Abund Mazara“ata karastos was living alone in the mountain, for
the desire of his heart was fulfilled. He didn’t come down for nothing, except for the benefit of the
community and for something new. And also he built a church in the mountain, in the name of saint
Fasiladas, the martyr, which king ‘Alam Sagad granted,*”” for he found the church of Mar®™®
Georgis ruined, which was there earlier. He didn’t repair the building of it. Because, it was not the
time to do so. Rather he left it that his disciples might renew it in the late times.(f.63v) When
Dagazamac Zéra’o. Buruk, chief of the region, heard that Abund Méazora‘ota korastos was in May
Dur, he was delighted utterly. He sent saying, “Peace be with you O my father. I am delighted
hearing your news that you loved my region and remained in it. Now, listen to my urge. How can
May Dur only be enough for you? But let all the territory of Yaha*"® be for you that your disciples
may be many and become their sustenance. The king is extremely happy about this thing. And he
granted you all that it may be your legacy.” Mazdra‘atd korastos, hearing the subject of the
ambassadors, replied and said to them, “Tell to your Lord that God may grant you the wealth of His
grace, which never lasts. You have done a good thing. But | don’t allow this thing. If God brings
many to be my disciples and feed them what he willed, (f.64r) He would not put impediment to my
disciples, and would not leave a disgraceful thing behind me, for I see many monks in the place,
whom the royal members attract them with an iron chain, by means of granted land. For my
disciples, this is sufficient to live in love and eat the labor of their hand as it has been instituted for
monks to eat the work of their hand.” Saying this, he bid farewell to the ambassadors of the chief.

7" Eyasu | (whose throne name was Adiam Seged) is considred as one of the most siginificant monarchs of the
Solomonic dynasty.He ruled the Gondérine Kingdom from 1682 till 1706.He inherited the governor of Semen after the
death of his brother Yostos in 1676. He is often referred to as lyasu’ the great’.(Cp.Claire Bosc-Tiessé 249-
251,Pankhurst 1967:97)

%78 Mar is an Ethiopian honorific title used mostly in Ge‘ez literature and applied to some saints and martyrs. The saints
and martyrs who are called Mar are mostly of non-Ethiopian origin.(Denis Nosnitsin: in Encyclopedia
Aethiopica:771,772)

¥ An historical place located 54km far from the town of Adwa.
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All the counsel became good before God and man. After a few days, that this happened, king
Fasiladas died. And his son succeeded and became a king whose name was Yohé&nnas who was holy
since his childhood, and was a chosen one from the womb of his mother. When he became a king, he
sent message to Abuna Mazara‘ata karastos that he might come and bless his kingdom,(f.64v) for he
knew him before with his father king Foasildd&s. Hearing the message of the king, Mé&zora‘ota
korastos stood up and went to him as he knew his godliness of the king. Arriving there, he blessed
the king, and they discussed spiritual mattes. After this, the king said to Abuna Mazora‘dta karastos,
“O my father, bless my kingdom. May the name of God be blessed; He granted me the throne of my
father, in my old age. Then Abund Mé&zodra‘at4 karastos stood up and opened his mouth and said,
“God, the God of Israel, may He not destroy the covenant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, your fathers,
from your ancestors. And may He not neglect His promise that He promised to David, your father,
saying, “lI have made a covenant with my chosen, | have sworn unto David my servant,(f.65r)his
seed will I establish forever, and build up his throne to all generations. | have found David my
servant; with my holy oil have | anointed him: with whom my hand shall be established: mine arm
also shall strengthen him. The enemy shall not exact upon him; nor do the sons of wickedness afflict
him. And | will beat down his foes before his face. He shall cry unto me, You are my father, my
God, and the rock of my salvation. Also | will make him my first born, higher than the kings of the
earth. My mercy will | keep for him for evermore, and my covenant shall stand hast with him. If his
children forsake my low, and walk not in my judgments; if they break my statues, and keep not my
commandments; then will | visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes.
Nevertheless my loving kindness will not utterly take form him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail.
My covenant will 1 not break, nor after the thing that is gone out of my holiness that I will not lie
unto David. His seed shall endure for ever.” 3 When Mazdra‘ota korastos blessed the king in such
a blessing (f.65v) which pleased the hearts, the king rejoiced and increased his love to Mazdra‘*ota
karastos. When he finished his blessing, the king said, “O my father, allow me one thing that | may
build a church so that your children may remember my name forever”. He listened and accepted the
urge of the king. And he was granted a good land in the territory of Sare which is called Ba’at
Madar. Then Abund Mazara‘oatd karastos went back to his mountain in peace. And he gave B&’at
Madar to aba Zaquraban, who is a holy monk. He lived in it building the church of our lady Mary,

who has peace, called kidand Maharat until he had gone to he monastery of Wali by the will of God,

%80 Cp.Ps.88:3
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after he heard(f.66r) a word from the mouth of the arch Angle Michael. After this, the children of
Abuné Mézora‘ata karastos inherited B&’atd Madar until today. After this holy king Yohannas died,
his son, whose name is lyoasu became the king, succeeding him. And his throne name was ‘Adayam
Sagéd. When this king reigned, who fears God like his father, he was lover of the priests and monks,
and he ruled the kingdom in peace and the right faith. He loved Abund Mdazdra‘*ota korostos like his
father and gave him one region called ‘Amabay Déaga and he said to him, “Build a church in it so
that your children may remember me and call my name, like my father, forever. And again, he
granted good clothes and ornaments for the church and holy materials, (f.66v) which are astounding
to eyes. After this thing, the king did not stay in the power, but left his kingdom to his son. And he
renounced the world for the love of our lord Jesus Christ, lover of man, and he entered into an island
known as Marahé and became a monk there. The cursed children of King Tékla Haymanot relatives
killed him unjustly. And he became a martyr as the book says, “Whoever fears God, his end is good
and the day of his death is holy.” May the fruit of his oppression of this king and the blessing of his
holy father, king yohannas, and the power of the prayer of Abun& Méazdra*ota karastos protect us all
his children, young and old forever and ever Amen.(f.67r) In the land of ‘Amabay Déaga’a, was the
disciple of Abuna Mazdra‘ata karastos, whose name is Bawama. By the consent of his father, he
built a church in it, in the name of our lady Mary, who has peace. He named it kidan& Maharat.
Until today, it is in the hands of the children of Mézadra‘ota karastos. The community of May Dur
became good every day, both in flesh and spirit. What was going on was proper, in love and peace,
for they didn’t need the others’ strife except their own, as their spiritual father thought them.%"
While they were in such order, one day twelve strangers came up to May Dur.When the
administrator of the community saw the strangers, he become sad and depressed that there was no
powder except a little. For this he went to Abund Mézara‘até karastos and (f.67v) told him saying,
“O my father, what should | do? | am sad about the community today, for there is no food except a
little powder. And twelve guests have come”. Hearing, Mdazdra‘otd karastos, lover of friends,
rejoiced and said to the administrator, “O my son, don’t be sad, for the book says, “Love guests
without considering it to be difficult. Also didn’t you understand what the writing says, ‘If you have,

%81 The earliest leaders of the monastic movements in both Shoa and Tigri rejected royal beneficence and pursued a
policy of economic independence in keeping with their anti-monarchial attitudes. During the medieval period ,the
monastic communities they led sought to be economically self-sufficient and the monks provided for their needs by
gathering wild food, farming and hiring out their labor to nearby villages(Turaiev and Conti Rossini as quoted in :Steven
Kaplan 1984:54)
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give, if you don’t, feel sorry.” Now, my son, go quickly and prepare what is available. God, who
knows the heart, will not say, ‘give what you don’t have”. After he comforted his (f. 66r) son, Abuna
Mézara*ota karastos went with him, and entered into the house, and blessed the fermented, in the
name of our lord Jesus Christ, lover of man, who makes the difficult easy. He crossed with his cross.
(f.68r) Then a blessing descended on the leaven, and it bubbled up utterly over its limit. The disciple,
who was observing, is wondered by the container, for it went over its capacity after the disciple
completed the preparation. Then, the administrator served the table as he did always, brought the
meal to the guests and the community. And the food was enough for all, for the blessing of God was
full in it. The number of the community in those days was seventy. All were astonished when they
new this thing. And also after this miracle, once upon a time, a woman was in labor. she was the
wife of the chief of that region, whose name was Maradokayos. The labor continued for three days
and nights. When they lost hope of saving her,(f.68v) her relatives went to Abund Mazdra‘*ota
karastos quickly, who makes the heart rejoice, and told him the news of her illness, weeping before
him. When he saw their cry, Abuna Mdazdra‘ota karostos felt sad about them, for he was a kind man.
Getting up quickly, he prayed on the water, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who makes the
difficult simple. Then, gave them the water; blessing it with his cross. They hurriedly went to their
region and sprinkled the holy water in faith. Then she immediately delivered a baby boy. Seeing this,
her husband and relatives became delighted. After the month of cleansing, that lady went to Abuné
Mézora‘ota karastos and received blessing. Then, she said, “O my father, now | am not able to sleep
with my husband, for | am troubled by labor. (f.69r) Earlier, | was saved by your holy prayer.”
Mézara*ota karastos replied saying, “O my daughter, this is not right. How will the union be? Are
you saying let him commit adultery?” Then she said, “O my father, what do you want then? Don’t
say this to me.” When she refused to listen to his word, he blessed her with cross and said, “Take
refuge on the power of the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, who ease the difficult. From now on, don’t
be afraid.” Saying this, he blessed her and sent her in peace. After she returned back to her village,
she became pregnant and gave birth to a baby boy as it is natural to women. Then she didn’t suffer
from labor as Abund Mazdra‘dta korostos told her, who is a prophet of truth. For this cause, the
woman rejoiced: so did her husband. And their children have been commemorating the memorial of
Abund Mazdra*ota karastos until today, (f.69v) and all the children of Baray who have faith in his
prayer. And also we, who take refuge in him, may he protect us by his prayer Amen. When Abun&

Mézora‘ota karastos tired and reached the very old age, he called one among his disciples, Aba
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‘Asakald Marayam, whom he loved. He is wise and learned, and of great understanding in all the
path of righteousness, and fears God. He came and entered into the in most. Abund Mdazdra‘*ota
karastos got up and fell at the feet of ‘Asokald Maryam, holding a cross and an Icon. He urged him
and said, “O my son, I, your father, plead you one thing. Please accept my pleading, for the sake of
God.” Being afraid, he said, “I accept.” Then he told him and said, “You know that | am tired.(f.70r)
And | can’t watch over the community. So | beg you that you may watch them over, in place of me.
O my son, help me to rest, may God rest you in the coming world.”*? Hearing this, aba ‘Asokala
Marayom wept and said, “This work is not to my capacity. Leave me, O my father, | haven’t
watched over my self, let alone watching over others.” He repeated his urge. He said, “O my son,
don’t do so. Accept my plea and fulfill my will, for I am your father. Else I will be sad about you”.
Seeing the persistence of his plea and sorrow of his father, aba ‘Asakald Marayam accepted his urge
without his will. Again he said, “O my father, bless me that God may enable, me with the help of
your holy prayer, for I am not worthy of this order.” Saying this, he fell at his feet and was blessed,
and did as he ordered him. This happened eight years earlier. He gave up being an Abbot.(f.70v)
After wards, he didn’t come down to the community; rather he remained alone on top of the
mountain. He was there in silence and tranquility. One day, when Mé&zdra‘dtd karastos was in
stillness and quietness, on the 3 hour, in his cell, one of his disciple came up to him, who is Basu’a
‘Amalak and entered abruptly and talked things, for he presumed that he was listening to him. That
time Abund Mézara‘otd karastos’ heart was in deep meditation, in the heaven with marvel. When the
disciple recognized that he didn’t listen to him, he returned back to his duty. Then, again he entered
in, three four times, until seven o’clock. He didn’t cease to see him. At seven o’clock, he found him
reading scriptures as usual. Then the innocent disciple said, “O my father, what happen to you that
you didn’t answer me a word when | talked to you first.(f.71r) | passed the day here walking about
and waited that you may talk to me.” Then Abuna Mazara‘ata karastos infuriated in a wise way that
the disciple might not know what he did. He said, “You liar, when did you come?” The disciple
answered, “I didn’t lie. I am telling you the truth that | passed the day waiting for you. “This, his
disciple told us after Abund Mézara‘ota karastos died that he found him lazy in the time of his visit.
This is the manner of saints-perhaps when he saw him. With such a holy combat and praised deed,

Abuné Mézara‘ota karastos arrived to an old age. Then, when our Lord Jesus Christ, who makes the

%82 Abbots are intimately involved with the process of monastic succession in their selection of a successor at the end of
their reigns and also through their own elevation to the position of abbot upon the death or dismissal of their
predecessors. This is a common feature of Ethiopian monastic tradition.
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difficult simple, willed to transfer him from the suffering of this world, He visited him in a simple
illness. At the 25" of Ganabot, his being sick was known. (f.71v) Then, Abund Mézora‘ota korastos
knew that he would take leave of this world. He ordered his disciples to gather together and said to
them. “O my kind children, peace be with you. The reason I call you is for this thing that I, your old
father, may bid you farewell and that you may know that | will depart from you. Because | am going
to a far country that | can’t come back to you again, to see you. O my children, this sickness, I
suppose, is the messenger of death, calling me, the lazy one, who lived in slackness for ninety three
years, without preparing provision which will be for the journey. My years have passed like a
shadow and smoke. As David says, “Many years have passed like shadow.”*®® For this, I urge you,
O my sons that you may remember me in your prayer, for | don’t know the way of the country
through which I am traveling.(f.72r) They didn’t tell me about where | will be going beforehand, for
there is no trend of entering after death.” When his monk disciples heard this, they wept bitterly.
Then, he comforted himself to teach them fear of God and love of God. Then Mézdra‘ata karastos
said, “O my children, be tolerant from your cries and listen to me once, what | am to tell you; I, your
father, love you. O my children, you know that | have protected you until now.*®* as much as |
could. I hid nothing from you. I have told you all the laws that | heard from my holy fathers of the
monastery. But | didn’t put them into practice, as | am weak. Now don’t see my deeds, for all will
carry his own burden. But follow the holy fathers, (f.72v) and keep yourself with fear of God. And
obey this father of yours, whom | assigned you. Fear God, for all who respect their father, respect
themselves. Before all, be far from the world. As the writing says,” Don’t love the world, and all that
in it.”%® And also don’t love the possession of another’s. A monk who desires another person’s
belongings, all his strife is lost. For you, your hand-work is enough while you live in love. During
the time of work; no slack should be in your midst who says to his fellow ‘you work’. But say one
another, ‘O my brother, take a little rest, for you are tired than I am; | will do your work in place of
you’. Love guests. Don’t consider it difficult. Together with this, don’t abandon the prayer of the day
and the night which is a law. Also don’t hate the feeble; don’t prohibit him from being in the
community. Rather, let your communion be in the middle of the four powers. Have one weak with

you that your reward may be great in heaven; when you support the weak. And the greatest of all

%83 Cp.Ps.101:11

%% The skills required of a monastic leader were far different from those demanded of a simple monk or hermit. In their
role as abbots, the monastic saints were expected to solve disputes which arose within the monastery and guide their
disciples. They functioned as major land owners, protecting their gults, acquiring new ones.(Steven Kaplan 1984:45)

% Cp.1hn.2:15
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laws; love one another with all your heart, for love covers all sins. Not only in words as the scripture
says, “Let us not love in words.” Also says, “He who doesn’t love his friend, doesn’t love God, for
God is love.” *The apostle Paul, whose word is like a good perfume, says this. “If | have faith that
can move mountains, if I don’t have love, I am worthless.” Again he says, “Love doesn’t make the
heart proud; love doesn’t desire pleasure for himself only; Love doesn’t envy”. Also he says,

“Follow love, and be zealous of Holy Sprit.”%

(f.73v) Our lord Jesus Christ, lover of man, says to
his disciples,” | give you one law that you may love one another. If you love each other, they know
you that you are my disciples.” When Abund Mdzdra‘*ota karastos finished his admonition he said,
“This is what | have learned from my holy fathers. With all you can, keep it. If you don’t participate
in their suffering of the chaste fathers, you will not participate in their bliss. I told you as much as |
could. Put my words into practice and be free from my work. But woo to me, the slack, | teach the
other but I didn’t do it.” Saying this, he kept quite. Hearing him, all the monks wept bitterly. They
said, “O father, bless us and remember us before God.” He blessed them. (f.74r) And he said, “O my
children know that if you keep my order, this monastery will be a better place after my passing away
than in my life. God will not take away his providence from it.” After he blessed them, he became
sick on the 28" of Ganabot. This day, his disciples passed the day crying. One Friday night, Abuna
Mézora‘ota karostos said to one of the monks, “Bring me the Icon of my lady, healer, Mary, who has
peace, and the vita of my father Kiros.”*® When he brought them, he took them, kissed and hugged
them to his chest. He prayed a short prayer to his ability, because the time was a time of tiredness for
him. Then he said to his disciples, “O my children don’t forget to commemorate my father, Kiros,
for he is your protector forever. Saying this, (f.74v) at three O’clock on Friday night, in the 28" of
Ganabot, his soul departed his flesh with no suffering and trouble, and ascended to our lord Jesus
Christ, whom she loves, in peace and joy. Then there was a great out cry amongst the community,
for their good shepherd is lost and disappeared from their midst. That time his disciples cried greatly.
Then, three old monks stood up to prepare his body for burial. They brought good linen and wrapped
his body weeping. That moment a great miracle was seen. There was a great tremble: the ground
quaked three times. Trees uprooted from the ground. The mountains shook. And all the country

%86 Cp.1Jhn.4:4

%7 Cp.1Cor.13:2

%8 Kiros is a sint of roman origin, venerated by the Coptic and the Ethiopian orthodox (Tawahado) church. Kiros is
commemorated in the Ethiopian SankdSar on Hamle (corresponding to 8 Abib of he Synaxary of the Coptic church).
Kiros is popular saint in Ethiopia, as evidenced by several written traditions devoted to him, preserved in a large number
of sources.2007 Paolo Marrassini p.409-411.
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quaked until all the people trembled, who lived in there. All those who heard and saw were
astonished. They heard and came from far and near (f.75r) many priests, scholars and chanters, from
the surrounding monasteries and churches and all the travelers and many people gathered in this
church. They received blessing from his holy body. And they spent the day chanting and singing.
Then they took his body to the burial place with great honor. May the grace of his prayer and the
reward of his affliction be with us forever and ever Amen. Now, | wrote you the vita of Abuna
Mézora‘ota karastos with my capacity that God gave me to start and finish. We fulfilled the wish of
your heart. And we made known to you that his departure from this wicked world was in great
honors. He kept his faith with humbleness and love, (f.75v) while tormenting his flesh that he saw it
as foreign. Because he remembered the word of our lord Jesus Christ, that says, “He, who abandons
his soul for my sake, will get her.”**® Moreover, he remembered that his flesh never escaped from
affliction when there are the ground and tomb. For there is no man who spares from death-whether
he is holy or sinner: Whether he is celibate or honorable: Whether he is king or servant. One and the
same is their passage in death, on this earth. But the death of saints, who are dead while alive in this
world, is grater. As the blessed Paul, whose tongue is sweat like honey and sugar said, “For they
don’t die a second death in the coming world, which is the judgment of burning fire.” | once again
beseech you, O my fathers, and brothers in God, who made me write his combat while I am not
worthy, that you may forgive my ignorance and deceit, that | left out or added,(f.76r) that I left
behind or placed ahead from what you told me. For | have the lowly understanding and knowledge.
But | did to my best ability. And you also do as much as you can. Because a teeth alone is not
beautiful unless one supports the other and sustain. In like manner, support and help me with your
prayers, that I, your son, may not fall, who is trembling, into the sea of Judgment where there is
weeping and gnashing of teeth. May Jesus Christ remember us with his mercy and peace, all of us,
children of baptism, and who believe in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. May the intercession of
our lady Mary, his mother, help us that we may be made worthy of taking part from his holy
communion (i.e. from His flesh and blood). (f.76v) This book has been written in the year 7261,
after the birth of Adam from the ground, who bore the suffering of death, for the love of the fig tree.
And in 1761, of the year of our lord Jesus Christ who assumed flesh, who is bear of a new life in
assuming flesh from our lady Mary, whom her flesh and soul is pure. And in the 19" anniversary of

%89 Cp.Mat.16:25
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3% enthronement, and in the 8" year after the death of our bishop Yohannes; when there

‘Eyo’as
was no bishop in Ethiopia. And in the succession of Abun& *Asokald Maryam, the abbot of this
tabernacle, who is diligent in having it written. It is completed in the month of Miyazya®* in the year
of Lukas, the evangelist. The writer of this book is of a stammering tongue, whose knowledge is
less, and whose sin plenty and of a wicked heart in the inside, and a saint in the outside. He is one of
the many disciples of our aged father (f.77r) and master of the middle and the end (the center and the
border). By writing this book with a lot of fasting, I (the writer) urge you, your son, in lamentation to
remember him in the time of incense offering and communion. | also beseech you, by the blood of
Jesus Christ that spilt on the cross now and forever in all you can. Don’t forget this. To him, that
works, the wage is due. May the prayer and blessing and also the reward of his strife of Mé&zora‘ata
karastos, man of peace, and the supplication of our lady, Mary, whose news and name is pleasant,
and the forgiveness of her beloved Son, Emmanuel, the Holy Savior, be with us all the children of
the monastery forever and ever Amen, let it be. Let it be. Praise be to the Father, who put in our
heart the Holy Spirit that He may grant us understanding to writing this book (f.77v) that is enough
for us. And praise be to the Son who made us diligent in writing and helped us in His might and
enabled us complete according to his consent. And praise is to Holy Spirit, who caused the donkey
of Balaam to speak in a tongue, which it never new, and also the stones in Hosanna. Tanks be to our
lady, Mary who saved us from unprecedented death, from those who were not afraid of the people,
children of wickedness and treachery, while we were in sin, by calling the name of her Son. Praise
be to the cross of our lord Jesus Christ, who become a guardian of our conscious that the enemies
might not plunder until we accomplish the work in peace, and that, we are working on a secret, from
now on wards. May he protect us by the power of the cross of our lord Jesus Christ, to Him praise,
honor and salutation is due together with His gracious heavenly Father and the Holy Sprit, who is the
life-giver. (f.78r) Now and forever and ever Amen. God, the most high, bless us and forgive us. God,
the most high, bless us and forgive us. May He turn His face to us, who are out of his
commandment; knowingly or unknowingly. May He forgive me and you Amen. O my holy fathers
and brothers, may God bless your communion, with the true word of Abund Samuel, who wrote this

%% |yo’as |, (royal name Adyam Ségad;b.ca.1749,d.1769) reigned in the Gondérine kingdom 1755-69. He was the son
of ase lyasu I and Wabit. In the 14" years of his reign,he was little more than a figurehead, yielding power to whoever
influenced him. The reign of lyo“as witnessed the decline of the royal power which was followed by the division of the
empire into de facto independent re%ions under the control of local warlords, commonly , known as Zdmén& Méasafent
that lasted until the middle of the 19" cent.(2007 Sevir Chernestor p.259-260)

! The eighth month of Ethiopia.
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benediction, and also by my word, who is a sinner. Be blessed by the grace of the Father, the Son
and the Holy Sprit. Be blessed by the grace of our lady, Mary. Be blessed by the grace of the saints
and martyrs; prophets and Apostles, and the diligent Angels. Be blessed. Blessed be the fruit of your
land, Amen. Blessed be the fruit of your vegetables. (f.78v) Blessed be the springs of your water.
Blessed be the work of your hands. May God send his mercy and forgiveness into your place. May
God bless all you possess and all that you put your hand in, O my blessed fathers and brothers, and
the called, whom God called you into this place, may He enable you do His will. May He put in you
His gift and protect you with the shadow of His wings. May He enclose you with the enclosure of
His cross that the devils be trembled by you, and not come close to you. And the Angels always
overshadow all of you, with their wings. May He enlighten the eyes of your heart, Amen. May He
open gate of his mercy before you. May God enable you to do your work as a monk and send you
His forgiveness and mercy on you. May He multiply His goodness in your communion until the
generations to come. You, people, who gathered to listen to the vita of Abund Mézara‘ota karoastos,
may God make you hear the word of joy and delight in the kingdom of heaven, together with the
saints and martyrs, All of you who came,(f.79r) who stood up, who prayed in the church that are
built in the names of saint Georgis, saint Fasilddds, who are martyrs, and in Abund Mazora‘até
korostos, the holy man. May the reward of their spilt blood in injustice, and the prize of his
righteousness of your father Mazora‘ota karostos, save you from a wicked day, Amen. And may
God sustain this communion until His second coming.By the intercession of our lady Mary, bearer
of God, forever and ever Amen. May (the) peace of the Father, the Son and the Hoy Spirit, the love
of our lady Mary and the remembrance of the passion of our lord Jesus Christ, not be far from our
midst and your midst Amen. (f.79v)O king of peace, peaceful Jesus Christ, give us your peace, and
abide your peace in our heart. Forgive our sins that we may go in peace.The book of the birth of our
fathers. Our father T&akla hdyomanot begot Anorewos.And Anorewwos begot Endddrdyas and
Enadarayas begot yohdnnes of Dabrda Wifat. And Yohdnnes begot Habtd Michael and H&bta
Michalel begot Soge Masgal and Soge Masgal begot Sona karastos and Sona korostos begot
Mézora‘ota korostos and Mdazora‘otd korostos begot Askald Maryam And Askald Maryam begot
Agubd Michael And Sonda karastos begot Walda Haymanot and Wélada Haymanot begot Argadyos
and Argadyos begot Ydmana karastos And Yé&mand karostos begot Tékla Haymanot. | wrote this
benediction for you, not | to benedict you in false but | wrote to give it to a priest who reads this
Gadl that he may bless you in the end for blessing is due to pass blessing. But for me, bless me
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everyday to your capacity. All this appeal is not to bind you: don’t be afraid. But | say to you, with
all you can remember me for | am poor in mind. If a poor begs does it become binding? I am like a
beggar beseeching you; I am not binding you. God be with you. Many that is not written is left that it

may not be laziness for the listeners I deliberately left it.

Chapter Eight

7.1. Summary, Conclusion, and Recommendations

7.1.1. Summary and Conclusion

This paper is intended to examine the biography of Mézora‘ota karastos, and do editorial
work with the translation of his vita. Mazara‘ota korastos was born in the 17" century from his
father Labose karasatos who was commander in chief of King Fasildes , and his mother Milanya.
His mother, before she had born him had seven children from her husband Lakse kordstos, but they
could not survive long. After having born Mézadra‘até karostos, she didn’t stay long with him: she
went to a monastery to commit the rest of her life to God as she vowed to God. She died there
shortly after she joined the monastery.(Cp.f.16r)

Before abba Sona korastos babtisized him and gave him the Christian name Mazdra‘ota
karastos, his parents had given him the name Korno.(Cp.f.21r)

Mézara*ota karastos had an ambition to live a celibate life since he was young. Thus when
king Fasiledes saw him he loved him so greatly that he told his father he would give him his
daughter to be his wife. But Mazadra‘até karastos was not pleased and he escaped from his father in
secret and had gone to Sana Koarastos.

After a few years stay the same monk made Mé&zdra‘otd karastos a monk because of his
insistence that his relatives might find him and take him back before he wore the monastic garb.

Mézora‘ota karastos established a new monastery known us Mézdra‘oté karostos communal
monastery, in Adawa district near Yaha. He established the monastery on the land which king
Fasiledes granted him. Regardless of his great desire to live in solitude, he had a number of disciples
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who had joined his monastery. (Cp.f.62v) the vita clearly states that Mézara‘ota karastos died at the
age of 93. (Cp.f.71v)

Even though a lot of effort has been exerted to find different versions and copies of the vita
of Mdzara“ata karostos, the vita which is found in his monastery is the only one available. It was
copied from an earlier manuscript which is now non-existant, in 1926 E.C. According to aba Takla
Haymanot abbot of the monastery the earlier manuscript has been burnt. Fortunately the copy of it
has been made available. The vita gives a very detailed biography of the saint which is the only
written source. This is so probably because Mdzara‘ota karastos spent the rest of his life in his own
monastery ever since he discovered May Dur, his ‘permanent abode’ as he was so much ambitious to
live alone. Even after he set up the commune he had lived in his cell which is located on top of the
monastery.

Phonetically, due to the laryngeal, the fourth order is pronounced (written) as the first order.
The following examples are sited below.

1. gL >3 1h (G.f.23v) ‘who hinders me’
2. &Y Aeao- > 271 Aeao- (G.f.44v) ‘to their capacity’

Morphologically, the Ms. uses in some words the sixth consonant order instead of the first
order for the accusative cases. Here are some examples of such problems.

3. 09N\ OMAT > aog N+ @A A(G.F.26r) day and night’
4. $N0 +5.0 >PN0 $50 ( G.£.65r) ‘holy oil’
5. otmhh > @+mah (G.£.33r) ‘and is added’

The Gadl has preserved almost all the vocative cases, as one single word, the vocative

marker and the noun. The following is an example.
6. hav Pl NNA > h avedd (NA (G.f.45v) ‘0 lover of man’
In some places some words in the Gadl have changed their middle consonants sound. Some

instances are cited below.
7. O tH.C10. > @R, (G.£.31r) “and they discussed’
8.+ ao- > -+, ao- (G.£.31r) ‘the consulted’
Finally many linguistic and philological problems are found in the Ms., which invite scholars
in the field to pursue the study of Ethiopian manuscripts.
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7.1.2 Recommendations
This paper tries to facilitate the vita for the readers and the researches by doing the edition
and translation of Gadl Mazara‘ata karostos. However, further studies are needed as this study may
not be sufficient.

This study has been limited to the Gadl found in the monastery.Therefore, the following is

recommended for further studies of the subject.

e Finding other versions (copies) of Gddld Mazora‘otd karastos is crucial. Then
comparative study is possible after consulting the catalogues and referring different
libraries.

e The biography and contribution of St. Mazdra‘dta karastos must be well organized. The
tradition about him at Mazora‘otd korastos monastery is not sufficient therefore,
meticulous discussion with the elders organizing the oral traditions with much care is
necessary.

e Some place names such as Wargaq Labho (f.63) and kdsad Qorasa (f.61v) which are
currently unknown. Therefore, further investigation is needed to discover them.

e The monastery preserves a number of manuscripts since the time of king Fasiledes. But
the monastery is neglected thus; the concerned body has to give attention to these valuable

historical documents.
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