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ABSTRACT 

Young people ( 15-24 age) make a significant part of the overall population which have a lot to 

contribu'te for the development of their community. Though young people face multifaceted 

problems, they are endowed with untapped potential s. Provided that approp ri ate policies and 

strategies are in place, the youth can surely be a big asset in the efforts geared towards br inging 

sound development. On this line, youth participation with in the society, both as a beneficiary and 

as a means, is vcry crucial tll sllst<l itl<lb ly su lvc their prohh; llI s alld tll tackle the shadow Illcir 

problems cast on development of the community while their exclusion from participation li mits 

the prosperity of the country. Their participation in various devclopmental act ivities particularly 

in environmental protection and community service contributes lor pos it ive you th de ve lopment 

and has a multiplier effects and benefits wh ich co uld extend to the whole society. However, most 

studies conducted on the cases of the you th emphasizes the problems of the youth and neglect to 

consider the immense potential that could be exploited within this energetic group. 

Thus the aim of the study is to examine the challenges of urban youth participation In 

environmental protection and com munity service and lorward some plaus ible recommendations 

for consideration. This case study used a cross secti onal data co llected through a field survcy in 

two kebcles within Arada Sub-city of Add is Abaha, while focu s gro up discussions with the youth 

and key informant interviews were also emp loyed. \3oth qualitati ve and quantitati ve research 

strategies have been used for the analysis , whi ch were co ll ected from 207 random ly sampled 

youths and six focus gro up discuss ions. 

The major youth participation cha llenges identilied are: lack of awareness of the youth and the 

community on youth participation, lack of sui'licient support and incenti ves for the participation 

of youth in various developmental activi ties, the abscncc or a st rong responsiblc body for the 

cases of the you th at school, at work places anu at the local kebclc , and lack or resou rces lor 

participation . Finally, some important points have been raised as so lution to add ress those 

challenges by promoting genuine and vo luntary youth participation contribut ing for development. 

Key Concepts: Yo uth, Youth Parti c ipation, Environmental Protection, Community Service. 
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1.1. Background 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

Youth is a significant parl of a society which can conLribuLe a 10L in the deveiopmenL process or a 

nation. The youth represent a significant naLional asse t and their potential can be harnessed to 

productive ends. Young people do play importan t and active rolcs in ram il y, commun ity, 

econom ic li [e, as well as political and social changes. 

Young people make up almost a one fifth or the world's population. Young people betwecn the 

ages of 15 and 24 are around 1.061 billion and constitute 18 pcrcenL of the global popul at ion, out 

of which 85 percent live in deve loping countries. YouLh and ch ildren together, including all Lhose 

aged 24 years and below, accoun t for nearly 40 percent of the world 's population (UN 2004:6 1, 

MOLSA 1995:6). The Courier No. 144, March-April 1994 as c iLed in MO LSA (1995:6) Iws al so 

indicated by the year 2000, there will be 1.07 billion young people and by 2025, an additiona l 

333 million young people will join the: rank . The maj or part or this incn;asc wi ll be La king place 

in the countries of Africa and Asia where the Sub Sailaran llji"ica child and youlh make up over 

60 percenl of Ihe lolal populalion (Nsamenang 2002: (2). In Ethiopia also yo ung people (15-24 

ages) constitute 20.4 % or the country populaLion (CSA 2004b) and 2X.8WX, or the populaLi on or 

Addis Ababa (CSA 1999). This implies the huge responsibility of the society to give attention to 

the direction of today's youth for Lh at alfects the present and the I'uture developmcnL of a society. 

Youth arc sc ldom in vo lvcd to make deci sions on Lhings that lllaLtcr Lo Lheir lil'c and Lo the society 

they are li ving in. They are seen as constituting a class lVilhoUI pOlVer, lVilich is disenfi'anchised 

economically, polilically and socially and arc nol Irealed as a high priorily and are being 

marginalized and highly underrepresellied (CoLe and Allaha r (1994), Foster and Kumi (200 I), 

Youth and MDGs Ad- Il oc Working Group (20()4 )). They arc conside red 11111 ill('xl'('ri('I/('('d, 11111 

unrea/islic and unqualified to take pa rL (D ri ske ll 2002: II) while they should be considered not 

only as pOlential fiilure aclors but al so as {lclors now (K irshner el.al. 2002:5). Neglecting thi s 

significant group of the world's populat ion in deveiopmenL process, ignoring their v icw 

jeopardizes Ihe social, economic and envirolllllenial qualily 0/ 0111' CO I/'IIIILII'lilies (/ml 

neighborhoods (Driske ll 2002: 14). 
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As Kofi Anan has put it a society that Cllts itself off from its youth severs its lifeline; it is 

condemned to bleed to death (UN 1998, Lisbon Declaration). That is why every community 

should know how to collaborate with the unique asset which is neglected right at hand- its youth. 

As vital resources of development, postponing young people's participati on can be very 

destructive as well as wastage of human resource. Social and economic changes today promise 

benefits that can only be reali zed through and with young people (Foster and Kumi 200 I v) . 

Youth need multiple spaces for engagemenl and youth participation is an ef(eClive slralegy 10 

engaging youth. Youth participation efforts can tap into the interests, passions and skills of young 

people (Kirshner et.a!' 2002: 18,20). 

1.2. Statement of the Problem 

Young people have full energy and capacity to change their surrounding and the community in 

which they are part of. They can have a vital role in the effectiveness of various developmental 

activities. Through their endeavor to face new things and to exerci se their potential, they are the 

major actors in the societal and communi ty changes. Though there are number of initiati ves to 

involve the youth in Addis Ababa, the anention and support being given [ 0 the youth lack 

coordination and is not in the way which inspire the majority of the youth to take part in various 

vo luntary and developmental activities. With respect to this, environmental protection and 

community service activities give the youth opportunities to involve at both grassroots and higher 

levels. Moreover, there are already some initiatives to be encouraged and buil t on. 

The ever increasing urban population is putting tremendous pressure on urban environment 

(MOLSA, 1995 :66) which affects the people living in urban areas and calls for the interference of 

various parts of the community among which the youth can be a major actor. Thus, in Addis 

Ababa where a rapid population growth and high rural-urban migration poses many 

environmental challenges, young people can be guardians of the environment (Tesfaye 2004: 1). 

They are well-placed to promote environmental awareness due to their beller access to 

information about the environment than do their elders (UN 2004: 134). Since they are living in 

an era environmental issues have loomed large, they have more exposure to environmental 

education in schools. The participation of youth in environmental protection can be sought at 

levels and locations ranging from grass roots activism and participation in conservation projects 

2 
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10 policy-making bodies and NG Gs (UN 2004: 137). They could participate In environmental 

protection such as afforestation, environmental hyg iene and soit resource management at both 

local and national level from preliminary involvcmcnts to programs and poli cy design. This call s 

for promotion of youth participation on areas of environmental protection and lor their 

involvement in formulation and implementation of environmental development pol icies (MOLSA 

1995:66,67). 

In addition to urban envirolllllental prllblclll the yu uth C'lll al Sll havc cUlltlihutiul 1 ill acti vities 

which help to alleviate the socio-economi c ploblems within the community. You th can be 

actively involved in serving the poor, helpless elders, younger students, homeless people, and 

disadvantaged groups within the community. Moreover, nowadays socio-eeonomic problems are 

on the rise than ever and thc problcm is very scvere to the ex tent the government and other 

formal organizations cannot so lve the problems without the continuous e ffo rts made on the part 

of the community. Though the invo lvement of the Add is Ababa young people in the social and 

economic life of the city is not prominent (FHl and MYSC 2004:26), if empowered, the yo uth 

can act as agents which save themselves as we ll as the community they arc li ving in from 

detrimental effects of this problems. 

In spite of the aforementioned potentia l of the yo uth , they arc not given ampl e opportllnity and 

support to be actors in environmental activities and community service and the majority of the 

youth are not being involved. In general, young people remain marginali zed in community 

decisions-mak ing processes, allli 'Ire seldunl in vited ttl eng'lge ill cull ect ive pn>hlclll-stl ivilig. Thi s 

isolation creates soc ial contexts whele negat ive stereo types may Ilouri sh, 'lild resu lts in few 

opportunities for youth and adults to work in partnership (Zeldin CUl l. 2000 : I). Due to such 

unfavorable conditions there are li mited number of youth groups and most of the activi ti es are 

adult designed rather than youth rUI1 and youth initiated. On top of that , the youth is not taking 

part in designi ng and formulat ion of polici es and in deci sions made upon them. 

As a result of this, young people are fac ing various challenges that prohibited them to participate 

in various development ac tivi ties and in yo uth initiati ves. Thus, the hol isti c we!lilre of the you th 

should be given due altention and there shou ld be a suitab le enviro lllllent to r the yo uth to 

parti cipate in socio-economie acti vi ti es in development process. The yo uth should IVo rk III 
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partnership with adults and insti tutions lead ing acquire the situation to set up youth-led and 

youth-initiated participation of the youth within the community. f-a iling to participate thc yo uth 

in their own cases has consequcnces, which arfect thc wider society and bars thcm rrom making 

their share in developing themsclvcs and thcir surrounding. 

The primary fOCllS of this research is to identiry the challcnges hinde ring gClllllnc and acti ve 

participation of the youth and diniculties ror promotion of youth initiati ves of vo luntary 

developmental acti vities particularly in the ~Ireas ur cll v iru lllllcllt~d pruteeti ull ami eUIIllllullity 

service. 

1.3. Research Questions 

For clear understanding or thc participatioll or thc youth in cll virolllllclltal prutccti un alld 

community service in the study arca, a nUlll bc r or research qucstions were developed and they 

were addressed during the study peri od. 

The study tried to answer the foll owing rescarch qucstions: 

• Are the youth aware ofthcir role in developmcntal acti vitics'? 

• What types of youth participation models attract the youth to engage in environmental 

protection and commun ity service? 

• Are the approaches and acti vities or youth initiati ves attracting more yo uth towards 

participation? 

• What are the formal ~I ncl informal insti tutions in vo lved in supporting youth parti cipation 

and how arc they supporting? 

• What are the ractors ham pe ri ng thc urban youth participati on In gcneral and the ir 

participation in community service and env ironmental ac ti vities in particular? 

1.4. Objectives of the Study 

The general objecti ve of the study is to examine the factors hampering urban youth participati on 

in envirolUl1entai protection and community service. 
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Specific Objectives: 

• To examine the awareness of the youth on their ro le in developmenta l activ it ies. 

• To identify the types of youth participation models which will be attract ive to engage the 

youth in environmenta l pro tec ti on and communi ty service. 

• To identify the approaches and acti vities of youth initiati ves more attracti ve to the 

majori ty of the youth. 

• To identify the form al and in forma l institut ions involved In supporti ng yo uth 

parti cipation. 

• To ident ify the ways the fo rmal and informal institutions are supporting. 

• To examine the fac tors hampering the urban youth participation in general and their 

participation in community servicc and environmental ac ti vi ti es in particu lar. 

1.5. Significance of the Study 

Many of the development researches in Ethi opia have not focused on the case of youth, which 

comprise a significant num ber in the populati on. There are lots of research areas given due 

attention repeatedl y while youth related studies arc quite orten neg lec ted and no research has 

been conducted on Ethiopian youth participat ion. Youth is considered just as part of the society 

and studies are not considering cases o f the youth separately. Thi s may att ribu te fo r the limi ted 

involvement and moti vation of thc you th to engage in deve lopmental ac ti vi ti es . Thus, as a part of 

society with a different make up, the youth face unique challenges whi ch should be examined 

separately. Though poverty is affec ting the whole society, the line in whi ch the yo uth is be ing 

affected is dive rse and uniquc. As yo ung people me dynami c part of the soc iety they shou ld be 

given due attention, otherwise once they are direc ted in the wrong direc tion it will surely alleet 

the whole society at present and in the future. 

Participating in vo luntary and community parti cipa tion is one of the lIIosl deterill inonts of" 

individual health and well-being. It al so olTer el10r/lllJ IIS "/lysico/ ({lid 1).lyclllJ/og ico/ belle/ils to 

Ihose who g ive up their lillie, rendering the youth the obility to afTecI decision l/1aking with in 

the ir own "phere. (NYCI 200 1 :2 1). Youth , which are both at schoo l and out o f school, can gai n a 

lot from you th parti cipation. Yo ut h participation has a number o f e lTec ts and bcnefi ts that extcnd 

from the young people themselvcs to thc eommun ity as a wholc. This he lps to tap the potential of 

the youth fo r present and to incu lcate good cit izenship among the youth. 0 11 the othcr hand , there 
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are lots of unemployed youths and vulncrab lc youths. which spcnt their time in unproducti ve 

activities wh ile their go lden peri od or productivi ty is pass ing by. Most arc movin g 'Iga inst the 

economic and socia l development or the community. Yout h p'lrticip'ltion with in the soeicty is 

very crucia l to so lve their problems, to deVelop their sel r-estccm allli cntreprelleurshi p skill s and 

to tackle the shado ws their problems cast on dc vel oplncnt ol·t he cOlnlllul lity. 

Moreover, invo lvement oCthe you th in developmental ac ti vitics such as envi ronmental protection 

and community service plays a ro le in building the trust between adults and yo ung people lay ing 

the base for the participation or the youth in higher .Iimlls of par/icipa/ion in decision II/aking 

processes at organizational , nati onal, and global level (13essant 200]:96). Particula rl y yo ung 

people can have a considerable role in cit ies like Addis Ababa where there are overwhel ming 

environmental and social problems. Thus more youth-centered researches should be conducted to 

examine challenges or thc youth that hindered them to t'lke part in various initiati ves. I'o r 

researches provide a ./iJllmla/ion oj" slippor/ Jill· social change (Zeldin ct. ai. 2000:2). And 

researches made on the yo uth by involv ing them in the process help adults to understand the 

vo ice o r the yo uth . ThoUldl thi s rcsearch Ill' ly he lilll itcr! ill il s sc"pc. il will lill Ille c, isl il1l'. Pi lP 

and sheds more I igh t on furth er studies to be cunductcu in this arca. 

1.6. Scope of the Study 

The study is limited to examine the challenges in the participation or the yo uth in cnvironmcntal 

protection and community service within Arada Sub-city l'ound in the urban part or Addis Ababa. 

It idcntifies obstacles l'or e lTeetivcncss or yo uth participati on I·rom the perspective of the youth 

and from what the youth thcmselves say about thei r parti cipation. Moreove r, it is limited to the 

case of two kebeles in Arada Sub-city which is located at the heart or Addis Ababa. Though it 

does not explore all thc [actors hampering the urban you th parti cipation in environmental 

protection and community service, it trics to clear out the common participation challenges most 

you th race. 

1.7. Limitation of the Study 

Lack or aeccss to litcrature I1n the issue Ill' Fthillpi:rn Ylluth l"lrli cip:rli ll n 111 :lde Ihe researcher III 

l'ocus on thcorics of re w books wrillell un Ihe cOlllext of oi li er cu ulilri cs :I lld to cullect dOClllllCllls 

by browsing the Internet. 

(, 



1.8. Organizatiun uf the Paper 

Thi s research is organ ized into s ix chapte rs. The lirst chaptc rdcals wit h introduc ing the 

background of the study, statement of the pro blem, s ignili canee of thc s tudy , and scopc of the 

study. The second chapter deals w ith the conceptual framework of yo uth pa rticipation and rev iew 

of related literatu re. The third chapter presents an overv iew o n yo uth and issues rel ated with the 

youth. The fourth chapter dea ls abo ut mcthod 01' data co ll ec ti on. Thc linh chapter is conce rn ed 

with the analys is and interpre tat io n o f data . And the final chapter presents, the sUlllmary o f the 

findings, th e conclusions and rccomlllcndat ions 01' thc s tud y. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

2.1. Concepts and Definitions 

Definitions of important terms in the co ntext of thi s study arc di scussed below. This is to give 

highlight and to make clear the discussion wit hin the literature rev icw. 

2.1.1. Youth 

There is no standard in identify ing who ra lls in the category o r yo uth, though the terlll 'youth' is 

being used very o ften. You th as a concept varies from cu lture to cult ure, fro n1 one society to 

another and across eras. T he de finition or yo uth is nuid and arb itraril y defined, bo th phys ica lly 

and soc iall y (Brown et. a !' 2002:2 1, MOLSA 1995:3). 

Most literatures incl uding resea rches conducted in UN systelll identi fy yo uth as a phase o f life 

which takes place in the boundaries between the ages of 15 and 24 (UN 2004:5, MYSC 2004:4, 

Youth and MDGs Ad Iloe Work ing G rou p 2UU4:v), Mu rcovc r, tl, c 15 III 24 agc group is a widel y 

accepted stati stical convention and if a soc iologica l delinition o r yo un g people is used, it is much 

harder to specify an age group. (Curta in 2004:2). Youth, as a phase of life , takes place wi thin 

these boundari es but the boundaries arc not stat ic (UN 2004:4). 

From an economic and soc ial perspecti ve , the co ncept yo ut h is relaled with the transit ion fro m 

childhood to adulthood , and li'om lkpcndcncc 10 indcpcndc ncc. II is II sllee;II! ,,"lise (lj' !ife 

be/ween childhood and adulthood. Richard Curtain ci ted in UN (2004:5) exp lains the concept of 

youth as a complex in/erplay o/personal, ins/i/u/ional und macroeconoll1ic changes thaI 1110.1'/ 

young people have /0 negotiate. Youlh as a one on transition to adu lthood w il l make the way to 

consider them as disenfi'anchised groUjJ that is aI/owed /0 be sys/ellla/ icul/y excluded (Mi ke 1996 

in Foster and Ku mi 200 I : 17). Moreove r, the approach in defining yo ul h a lTee ls how 10 lbd wilh 

them . If thi s slage of life is cons idered merely as a preparati on for adu llhood, Ihe golden lime in 

which they can perform a lot is cons ide red as just a bridge from chil dhood to adu lthood (Brown 

eLa!. 2002: II ). This is the ma in thing most adults shou ld relh in k and needs to readjust Iheir 

perspecti ve to the potentia l o f' the youlh. 



In light of thi s research, the term 'youth' refers to youn g people who are between the age of IS 

and 24, and a special phase of life between ch ild hood and adulthood in which young people are 

resources in community changes. Moreover, the rcsearchcr from personal observati on thinks that 

young pcople below the age of 24 arc neglected in Ill ost albirs ,tfTeeting the ir lire th an th ose 

above 24. Official documents use the word to refer to both male and fcmale yo un g peo ple. In 

other contexts, however, the wo rd youth can refer to youn g mules onl y (Cu rt ain 2004:2) . For 

these reasons the researcher has used te rms youth and yo un g people in tc rchangeably. However, 

the concept of purticipati o ll di scusscd can hc c~lcndcd to '"ly gmul' 01' pcople rc lCrrcd 'IS youlh in 

the context of dirfc rent countries. 

2.1.2. Youth Participation 

Part icipation is a mcans to achicve deve lopment in it s broauer sense . Amartya Sen c ited in UN 

(2004 :276) has argued that developlllent is a process a/expanding the real ji"eedollls that people 

enjoy. A developed community is there lo re onc that a llows a ll its mcmbers to partic ipate. It is a 

fundamental ri ght of cit ize nship, thc means by wh ich democracy is bllilt and a standard aga inst 

which democraci es sho uld be measured ( il a rl 19<)2 ciled in Dri skd l 2002:32) . l'arl iei p'l lory 

development programs exhibi t fea tures such as access ibi lilY 10 all me mbers o f comnnmity, 

rel evancy to local knowledge, transparency, and re~ po n sivc ness 10 local need ~ ,md conditions. Ii 

promotes interacti ve partnership amon g mem bers or the com munity, prov ides a Icarnin g 

environment for everyo ne and it is not a rcquircment but a vo luntary invo lvement (D ri skell 2002, 

Foster and Kumi 200 I) . 

Youth participation IS a conccpt which is not we ll devc loped . Lack or cohcrcnt thco retical 

background is an ind ication that due attentio n is not g ive n to involvement of yo uth and most 

literature rather foc us on their vulncrab ility and shortcomings (Foster and Kumi 2001, 

Mokewena, nd. ) . Ho wevcr, thc good po int is thi s conccp t is emc rging as a centra l idea in thc 

youth development discourse (Foster and Kumi 200 I : I 5). A lmost a ll explanations of yo uth 

participation indicate the improved contribution of yo uth in dec ision mak ing; direct involvement 

of the yo uth in planning, monitoring and cva luatio n or progra lll s ; and a change in the trad iti onal 

att itude o r the auult to wa rds th" you th and in I()rtllill fl a s troll g yo ulh -ad ul t part nership ill whi ch 



the youth will be active participant than mere recipient (AYF 1996, Kirshner 2002, NYC 1200 1, 

Hart 1997, UN 2004). 

The Australian Youth Foundation (A YF 1996:1) dcfines youth participation as the development 

a/partnership between young people and adults across all areas o/Ii/e so that young people may 

take valued position and role in Ollr society and so that the community as a whole (as well as 

young people) can benejit Fom their contributiun, ideas and energies. 

Youth partic ipation is the active and meaningl'u l illvolveillent 01' yo ung people in al l stages or 

program dccis ion makin g, including plan ning, imp le illentation , 1ll()llitoring a III I cv, ilu'ltilln (t\ Y t\ 

nd.:l , Zeldin et.a!' 2000, NYC I 200 1). 

According to Hart ( 1992) in AARE (2002) youth participation can also bc defined as a process 

sharing decisions and activities which alTect one' s life and the li fc of thc eommunity in which 

one lives. Foster and Kumi (2001 :20) generalize yo uth participation as ({ process or a state where 

young people can create chuices, make injurmed decisiuns Feely, take actiun based on that 

decision and accept responsibility jur the consequences I.J/ Iheir aclion. And Kirshner 

et.a!.(2002 : 18) define youth participation as a collslelllll i(J11 of" lIclivilies IflUl emf!OlI'('/"S 

adolescents to take pari in and inflllence decisions thai afTect Ihem and 10 lake aclion on issues 

Ihey care about . 

Based on these concepts youth parti cipat ion wit hin thc context of thi s st ud y is cons idercd as the 

active and meaningrul vo luntary involvement of yo ung people in al l stages or dec ision making 

which outse ts rrom grass root levels in issues IVhich artcct unc's lill: and the lill: or the 

community in whieh one li ves. It al so ex tends tu the development o r partnerships between yo ung 

people and adu lts across all arcas or li fe in whi ch thc you th as well as the comlllunity can benclit 

from their contribution. 

Myths about Yuulh Parlicipalion: There are scvcral myths that are key barriers for mcaningfu l 

youth participation. According to Kirshner et.al. (2002: 19-24), the first myth is youth 

participation is accomplished by selecling one youlh on cOl/lllliltee, which brings problem of 

tokenism and exclusivity. The se lec tion oj" youth shou ld be a represe ntati ve. The second is that 

youth participalion means adulls thaI surrender Iheir rules us guides and educalurs. While bcing 
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open to the unique voices and contribut ions of youth, adulls should be given space to provide 

guidance and connect the youth with needed in fo rmation and resources. Thirdly, the assumption 

that adults know all about youth participation is keeping adults from having real understanding 

of youth participation. The great challenge eo mcs from the need I()r adults to chan ge their 

understanding of youth and how to wo rk with them. Fourthly, the belicr that y uuth are ready tu 

participate if opportunities are prov ided is a myth in that young people need the time and space 

to develop skill s they need to part icipate as well as they need experience tu alter their fra ille <Ibuu t 

what is poss ible for them . And with respect to Fos ter and Kum i (200 I: 17-18). une ur the Ill yths 

about youth participation is termed as yuuth apC/thy in which yo uth are I'requently considered as 

lacking the interest and motivation to participate in development acti vit ies resulted the 

consideration that young people are socially inherit , se lf-absorbed group. The other myth is the 

traditional way of considering young people as problem to be fixed before they can have 

opportunity to participate. Thus, these beliefs and assumptions affec t the way policies and 

programs are being designed for the youth and need there should be devel oped vari ous strategies 

to change the awareness of various bodies. 

2.1.3. Youth in Environmental Protection and Community Service 

Environmenta l protccti on and communit), se rvice are some of the activities in which young 

people can interact with the community to benefit themselves as well as their surroundings. The 

definitions of the following important terms are co llec ted most ly from elec tronic sources due to 

lack of available materials to defi ne the terms as far as the researcher's knowledge is concerned. 

Environment: can be defined in various ways. It can be taken as the complex or clilllatic. 

edaphic, and biotic factors that act upon anc.! organism or an eco logical eomillunity and ulti matel y 

determine its form and survival. It can also be taken as the aggregate of social and cu ltura l 

conditions that inOuence the li fe of the indi vidual or eOlllmun ity (Laeke Mariam 2001:1 92). 

However, with the contex t of thi s study environment is within the scope of phys ical envi ronment 

and natural resources (Hart 1997:4). 

Protection: susta ini ng of the essen ti al characterist ics o f nature ancl enhancing the capac ity o f the 

natural reso urce base with a view to safeguardi ng the interes t or the present generati ons without 

compromising the opportunity fo r the futurc (FORE Proclamation 295/2002) . 
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Envil'onll1enta l Protection: in almost all materials the researcher has got to assess this term is 

not given precise defi nition, However, the term is related to Snviron menta l Protect ion Agcncy 

which is respons ible for the environmental well-bei ng of the country. It can be taken as actions at 

international, nati onal and loca l levels to preve nt and, where possib le, reverse envi ronmental 

degradation, The term incl udes conserving resources espec ially non-renewable ones, recycling 

old products, reducing the production of wastc and disposing o f it sa fe ly, deve lop ing cleaner 

teclmologies (Laeke Mariam 200 I). 

The concept of environmental protection Illi' the purposes 01' thi s study ref'c rs to any action 

des igned to protect the natural envi ronment , to remedy or preven t damage to our physica l 

surroundings or natural resources, or to encouragc thc cfficient usc of these resources . 

Comm unity Service: includes help ing child rcn, the e ldcrl y, or thc di sabled. The tc rm may also 

refer more generall y to any volu ntec r work done in thc servicc o f onc's community, such as socia l 

work, environmcntal e1 canup, o r mcntoring. It ref'crs to sc rvice that a person pcr l'o l'll1S lu I' the 

benefit of hi s o r her local community. Community service can refer to projec ts that membcrs of 

certain youth organi zations (such as the Boy Scouts) and some school clubs pcrform. It also 

refers to an alternative sentencing techn ique in a justi ce system. And at times groups of people 

wi ll commit to perform sc rvice to thc com ill unity as a gcsturc to thc largc r cO lll muni ty 

(Microsoft. Encarta Encyc lopedia, 2002) 

In the context of this stud y, com munity se rvice rcfers to the se rvice that a pcrson or hi s/her group 

performs fo r the benefit o f his/her local community and to projccts that mcmbers of certain youth 

organi zati ons (such as Anti-A IDS cluhs) and SO II1 C school cluhs pc rl i 'I'I11 . It can he L'x pla illL'd as 

provIsion o f vo luntary ass istancc, undcrtakcn without ex pecta ti on of a Icc, to char itable, 

relig ious, civic, cO l1ll1lunity, gove rnl1l en tal and eu uca tional o rganiz.ations o r causes or lu I' the 

good of the cOl1llll unity. T he most cri tica l clel1lent o f this explanati on is that the wo rk must be 

done for the good of the cOl1lmunity , whi ch is the principal rule . Thi s includes ac ti vities such as 

serving meals to the homclcss, helping the elders, anti-a ids clu b in vo lvement, and o thers. 
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2.2. Youth Participation 

2.2.1. Models of Youth Participation 

Out of various models designed on participation and degree of people's invo lvement there are 

four most well known models of participation and empowerment for young people (AARE 

2002). These typologies are developed by Hart (1992), Westhorp (1987), Shier (2001), and 

Rocha (1997) all cited in AARE (2002: 3-5). 

Westhorp (1987) identified a six-stage continuum of youth involvement which embraces ad hoc 

input, structured consultation, influence, delegation, negotiation, and control. This continuum 

does not imply that control is the best approach rather some of the stages will be more 

appropriate in some situation than the others. Shier (200 I) identified five levels of pa11icipation in 

which individuals and organizations will have different degrees of commitment to the process of 

empowerment. The model tries to clari fy the idea by identifying three stages of commitment at 

each level: openings, opportunities and obligations. Rocha (1997) used the term empowennent 

and devised a ladder of empowerment in which the intended arena of change shifts fro m 

individual through to community based on classification of power experiences. And Hart (1992) 

developed a ladder of participation with eight levels, which reflect who drives the development 

initiative. This model is thoroughly discussed in this paper since it shows the interaction between 

adults and young people and co incides with the researchers idea that youth are not given real 

opportunity to participate in developmental activities. For instance Westhorp (1987) discusses the 

participation of youth in decision making within organizational structure, which is very specific 

to be di scussed here. 

According to Hart (1992) there are various forms of interaction between young people and adults 

which can be categorized into the realms of participation and non-participation. A brief overview 

of these fonns is provided below based on the dimensions of young people 's participation 

(Driskell 2002:40 Refer Appendix I) and the ladder of participation by Roger Hart (1997:4 1). 
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Forms of Non Parlicipalion 

A. Manipulation and Deception: happens when adults consciously use yo ung people to achieve 

their own ends without infonning them about what or why they are performing something. In 

Manipulation, adults consciously take young people's voice to carry their own messages while 

young people have no decision making power. [n Deception, when adults with good intentions, 

deny their involvement and make others think the activity was entirely performed by the young 

people while there was litt[e or no actual participation of the young people. 

B. Decoration: is when young people are used to promote a cause even though they may have 

little or no idea of what they are doing or why, and they share no decision making power 

C. Tokenism: when there is high level of interaction and the young people may appear to 

participate but in reality they have little or no choice about the subject or process of their 

participation. 

Forms of Participalion 

D. Social Mobilization: young people are involvi ng in carry1l1g out an activity which was 

initially determined by adults while they are not informed about what they are doing and why, 

and are given little or no opportunity to the process or outcomes. Social mobilization involves 

higher levels of interaction than consultation but provides little opportunity to affect decisions. 

£. Consultation: is when young people understand the process, are consulted. and have their 

opinions seriously considered in decision-making. If their opinions are not considered as an input 

in decision-making this stage can slip into realm of non-participation. 

F. Children in Charge: is when young people initiate an activity, make decisions, and determine 

outcomes. Their level of interaction with other groups of community is relatively low but they 

exhibit high decision-making power. 

G. Shared decision-makings: when every member within a community has the opportunity to be 

involved and has equal voice in decision-making process. Young people's views are taken 

seriously and has an effect on the outcome. Shared decision-making is the ultimate goal of 

participatory community development. 

Accordingly in youth activities young people may have high level of interaction while having 

lower level of decision-making power or vice versa. The forms of participation that is most 
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appropriate for any condition will be based on the circumstances of the activity. However, in all 

circumstances the process should remain in realms of participation (Driske ll 2002:42). 

On the other hand UN (2004: 281) categorizes activities designed for young people as adult-led 

processes, or adult-initiated processes, or youth-initiated and youth-led processes. 

A. Adult-led Processes: Adults reflect the recognition that young people have something useful 

to say and that there is a need to institutionalize structures that will allow their voices to be heard. 

Usually people over the age of 25 years dominate decision making within communities (Hart 

1997:43), resulting the decision to involve the youth to be determined by the adul ts on authority 

and is not a process which empowers the youth often to be claimed as beneficiaries of the 

activiti es. Such organization/activities run for young people but do not take their views as an 

input in the process. Here youth participation is more of about consultation rather than 

participation (UN 2004:279). 

B. Adult-initiated and Youth-run Processes: these programs are far better than adult-led 

programs in participating and empowering the youth . Projects, programs or organizational 

structures can be initiated by adults but subsequently developed to allow genuine youth 

participation. Young people have some control over an initiative's inputs and outcomes. Most of 

today's urban youth seem to have an apparent lack of deep commitment t6 adult values, roles, 

historic institutions and the mainstreams of trad itional public life. The absence of vital and 

nourishing ties between youth and their own heritage has a debilitating effect on the development 

of youth as mature, self reliant and dependent adults (MOLSA 1995 :69). 

C. Youth-initiated and youth-led Processes: Real empowerment is achieved when young people 

are able to identify those issues of primary concern to them and to develop strategies, activities, 

networks, organizations or campaigns through which to pursue their objectives. Youth-initiated 

processes often evolve out of earlier projects started with adult organizations. As young people 

acquire greater skills, confidence and knowledge, they also develop the capacity to work more 

independently and to assert their own agendas. 

2.2.2. Components of Participation 

Youth participation is multidimensional, which is not solely about political participation but also about 

their economical contribution also. Within different dimensions youth participation is a process through 
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which young people access the skill s and opportunities to have an autonomous livelihood 

(Mokewena 2000:2 1). Accord ingly, youth participat ion has variou·s components. 

UN (1986:37) and Kirshncr (2002:28-31) havc catcgori zed youth participation as having thrcc 

componcnts: political participation, cconomic partic ipation allli social participat ion. Politica l 

participation is very controversia l because it concerns the distribution of power. It deals with 

demands fo r more democratic process of politica l participation which begins with voting age and 

extends to their participation in affecting the political process. It al so includes the right to be 

heard and the right ror thcir voicc to have ellcc t (13essant 2003:95). ~wnomic parti cipa tion is 

explained as involvement of people directl y in thc management of their wo rk and in sharing of its 

benefits. And social participati on covcrs a grea t variety o f ac ti vitics such as in vo lvement of 

young people in thcir immediatc neighborhood or community. Socialization or thc yo uth wi ll bc 

the concern of social participation too (UN 1986: 37). In UN (2004:279), culture was added as a 

fourth element in which social parti cipation is rcla tcd to cOll1munity in vo lvcmcnt whilc cultural 

participation is concerned with arts, cultural valucs and exprcss ion. All four c1emcnts are 

reaffirmcd in thc Convcnt ion on the I{i ghts or thc Child (CI{C) and arc ccntral to thc crea ti on of a 

culture of respect for children and yo ung people (Hart 1992: 12- 14). 

Willow (1997) in N YCI (200 I: 19) puts partic i pation or yo ung pcoplc into thrcc cases: political 

participation re ferring to thcir participation in· electoral process and within the polit ica l system; 

legal participation referring to their legal ri ght to participate On issues that affects thei r life in 

day-to-day basis such as cducational systcm ; and social parti cipat ion rcfcrri ng to their 

involvemcnt within vo luntary and conlillunity participation. Ilc re the k gal pa rti cipation is Illainl y 

based on the Article 12 of UN eRC, which states that the child has thc right to cxpress hi s or her 

opinion in all matters affecting them (See Appendix 2). 

On the othcr hand youth participation ca n also he di vi de into conlpo ll ents hased on young 

people's level of invo lvement. Accord ingly, A YF (1996: I) uses the concejJt of youth participat ion 

in three ways, which are not mutually exclus ive. Broadcr leve l participation implyi ng their 

involvement as citizcns having the ri ght to participate full y in the soc ial, cultural , po litica l and 

economic process of their country; organizat ional leve l partic ipat ion implying inclusion of yo ung 
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people in decision making about policies, projec ts and programs which are designed to ensure 

their full participat ion; personal leve l participat ion implying the ri ght of you ng people to be 

included and informed about the decisions affecting their li ves. 

Similarly, Naidoo (200 I : I 07 , I 08), categor izes youth partici pation into three namely, macro , 

meso and micro. Macro extends the A YF's broader leve l participatio n in to the in vo lve ment o f 

young people to address the fundame ntals of gove rnance at both nat iona l and globa l levels; meso 

coincides with the A YF's orga ni zati onal leve l involvemen t where as Naidoo emphas is their 

contribution .to inlluencc thc ou tcomes of the policy processes wit hin intergove l"llll1cnta l 

organizations and internati onal processes as we ll ; and at the mi cro leve l you ng people 

participates directl y in civil and political life thro ugh a di verse se t o f indigenous and national 

yo uth organizations. 

2.2.3. Bcnctits of Participatiun 

Youth partic ipation has many benefits. It leads to belle r deci sions and outcomes, and promotcs 

the well-being and deve lopment of young people. It leads people to 'rea l' develo pmcnt which is 

enabling people to choose and li ve the li ves they want. It strengthens a commitment to and 

understanding of human rights and democ racy. S ince the youth is often co nside red as a risk faker 

(lvfOLSA j 995), participation protects them from risks they mi ght face by providing the 

opportuni ty for in formed cho ice and through netwo rk with co mmunity role models and resource 

people (UN 2004:274-279). 

According to some literat ure, the benelits of you th participation arc catego rized ind icating the 

benefits are not so le ly for you ng people themselves. Kirshner (2002 :73,74), Driske ll (2002:35), 

Mokewena (2000:21,22), Cheekoway (nd :3) and Ze ldin el. a J. (2000:8,9,3 1-34) have categorized 

all the benefit s o r yo ung people's participation into catcgorics of bcncliciaries of the act iviti es. 

Kirslmer (2002), Driske ll (2002), Mokewena (2000) and Checkoway (1996) categori ze the 

concept into three leve ls whil e Ze ldin el.aJ. (2000) has put it into four parts. 

Accordingly, Kirshncr, Mokcwena and Chcckoway have nallled the catego rics ind ividua l level , 

institutional/orga ni zationa l level and com lllunity Icvc l whi le Dri ske ll has exp la incd each eatcgory 
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well. For these authors the first category of benefit refers to the benefits gained by the young 

people themselves due to their involvement and use of their skills,' fo r instance, developing sense 

of ownership/civic responsibility and environmental stewardship; the second level re!Crs to their 

contribution in the invention or new institutional practices which bcnelits planners and policy 

makers in making an in formed planning and development decisions; and the third level the 

benefits are also extended to other members or the community, 1'01' instance, by estab li shing 

positive interaction with the young people and also by bui lding a stronger sense of communit y, 

On the other hand, based on a stuuy maLle by Ze ldin eLal. (2000:32) the benelits were 

summarized into four: youth outcomes which lits the aforementioned individual level benefits; 

adult outcomes which refers to benefit s ga ined by adults worki ng with youth due to the 

interaction with young people; organizational outcomes fits to the institutional level benefits; and 

community outcomes referr ing to a sound community change involvement or young people 

brings when involved in multiple organ izat ions and can have real impacL 

Moreover, it helps to create urban environment that arc more yo uth-rriendly and improves 

programming efjectiveness (Zeldin eLal. 2000:39), In vo lvement in volunteer work and se rvice 

organizations also provides an aspect of soc ialization (Brown eLal. 2002: II ), As a result 

participation begets more participation (Mokcwcna 2000:22), and where there IS genuine 

participation there wi ll be more efforts to involve yo ung people leading to susta inable 

development (Hart 1995 :5) , 

2.2.4. Youth and Youth Organizations 

Existence of youth organizat ions is very essen tial to make the youth participa te In a more 

organized way and to exert real changes within the soc iety which in turn creates Illu ltiple spaces 

for thei r participation, Youth org;lIl i/,ations arc /lniq/le in tilot tllcy ore "rill/oril), fin' /I,\wl 1111 

reflecting the views and serving the needs 0/ young people, Whether these are structured 

organizations or informal groups, young people's organizations provide a space where young 

people can learn and experience participating in decisions and activities with others (UNESCO 

2004:29), Youth organizat ions vo luntarily wo rk together to address the outstanding social and 

economic problems in their respective cOlllmunities, 
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Youth organizations can be either adult led, adult initiated or youth run and youth-led. Though 

young people can be easily understood by their peers, they can learn from adults likewise if trust 

is establi shed. In this way there can be multi-generational learning which leads to successful 

youth initiatives. Adu lt initiated youth organizations if they develop genuine youth representation 

can serve best in achieving their purpose. If they make the youth a core of their activities and 

decisions lots of young people feel belongingness in the progran1 and wi ll participate actively in 

community outreach resulting youth-adult partnership (Zeldin et.al. 2000:42). By genuine 

participation it is meant taking the youth as partners rather than as objects or targets of adult 

programs (Ravindran & Duggan 2001 :86). While this kind of partnership fosters the transfer of 

knowledge and skill s from older generation and develops the knowledge of the young, it offers 

the best means of maintaining cultural continuity (Hart 1997:23). However, the youth should be 

the main actor within youth organizations and they should be given space and autonomy to take 

independent action while having the guidance and support of caring and competent adults. Thus 

the existence of strong adult-youth partnerships is important (Foster and Kumi 2001:28, 

Checkoway nd: I 5). However, it should be stressed that youth led and youth-driven movements 

can be viable and earn credibility purely on the strength of young people's a~tion and message 

(Ravindran & Duggan 200 1 :86). 

On the other hand youth organizations can be either formal or informal. There are organizations 

known and/or licensed by the goverrunent while there are groups motivated within villages and 

serving the community. However both provide a space where young people CGll he organized for 

action to meet community needs and experience group processes (Youth and MDGs Ad Hoc 

Work ing Group 2004:8). 

Matthews (200 I: 303-305) categorizes youth organizations into six based on their composition 

and services they are rendering. Feeder Organizations are established as outcomes of Local 

Agenda 21' and are characterized by a commitment to engage young people ill decision-making 

and are plaMed and resourced to fall within the orbit of a local authority or local regeneration 

partnership. In effect, they feed into or contribute to ongoing strategies. Shadow Organizations 

represent a set of parallel bodies that imitate existing adult-based organizations. They range from 

shadow community councils to local youth parliaments. Consultative Organizations have a 

. Local Agenda 2 1 is a UN agreement on sustainable development and the maintenance of youth participation in 
decision-making mechanisms at the local level and strengthening of the national youth network established among 
the local youth platforms are necessary. 
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strong local focus with a purpose to secure further resources for the immediate locali ty. /ssue­

specific Organizations are typically initiated by community bodies such as the po li ce or hea lth 

authority with the intent of engaging young people in agendas which are organizationally led, 

such as crime reduction or drug misuse. Group-specific Organizations represent groups of young 

people who share a common identity, ei ther through a common interest or through their 

marginali zed position within society. Community-specific Organizations are focusi ng on issue­

and group-specific discussion which spill s over to encompass other aspects of vo ung people's 

environment and thei r relationship with the local communi ty. 

Youth organizations are dynamic and cost-effective; they have the know-how on designing and 

implementing yo uth-friendly strategies. However most youth organizations face simi lar 

obstacles, primarily lack or instability of resources, secure funding, and discontinuity in 

leadersh ip. Moral and financial support to youth organizations and youth initiated and yo uth-run 

clubs is the basic strategy to involve young people and to motivate more youth in self initiated 

activities. (Youth and MDGs Ad Hoc Working Group 2004 :8). Moreover, lack of vision and low 

commitment of leaders, higher number of members with in one youth organization are also 

challenges. The number of the youth within activity groups must be small enough 10 be 

manageable and to build a safe and persunal mini-community. (Stoneman 2003:43). The 

community has also developed cynicism towards developmental activiti es since 1110st community 

participatory efforts has led to nothing or ended up serving outside interests rather Ihan 

community's need which is a challenge for youth initiated activities (Driske ll 2002:54). 

2.2.5. Youth, Formal and Informal Institutions 

As young people can play an important and active role in family , community, within 

governmental and non governmental organizations, their contribution can in turn be affected by 

these institutions. Young people are part of a certain community. Most of them are part of either 

school community, extracurricular groups (which include religious communities, clubs and sports 

leagues, and informal communities of friends) , or the family where they learn powerful lessons, 

both good and bad, about the role of the individual in society (Bettertogether nd: I). Since youth spend 

most of their time infamily, school, with peers and neighborhood the awareness of these groups about 
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youth participation affects the individual youth's level of participation and the acti vities youth 

perform in clubs (Brown el.al. 2002:6, I-I cin 2003 :50). 

A. Family 

It is in families that yo ung people idea ll y learn to share, cooperate, and contribute to a cOlllmon 

good and where norms of rec iproc ity and responsibility are Illost firmly inculca ted 

(Bettertogether nd:2; UN 1998 Li sbon Declarat ion). While the youth li ves withi n variety types or 

families- divorced, extended or mul ti -res idence famil ies, the capacity of families to provide 

resources and the typcs o r resources they pro vide to youth varies rro m I(unil y til 1(lmil y (il rown cl 

al. 2002). On the other side, I(unilies - whcther traditi onal, non-traditi onal , blcndcd, or ex tended 

- al so provide powerful role model s. I-lav ing parents who participate is one or the best indicators 

of whether a young person will go on to vote, join community groups, or othcrwise part icipatc in 

the community (Bettertogether nd:2). Thus, the cont ribution of the care givcn to yo ung pcoplc by 

thei r family is not limited to their phys ical bcnclits rathcr cx tcnds to thcir rolc in dcvelopmcntal 

activities . 

B. Educatiollal/llstitlltiollS 

Educational institutions make up anothcr important place in the li fe of yo uth (Brown et al. 

2002:7). In this day when lIIure YUII ,h ,h(l11 ever bejiJre (Ire il1 sdwul, tcachcrs and thc school 

management have a great opportunity to moti va te thc youth in the /illie youth initiati ves and 

empower them to reali ze their ro lc as actors or changcs in thc comllluni ty (Brown ct al. 2002:9). 

Schools encourage participation in myri ad ways. To Ill cntion few most obviously, schoo ls tcach 

the ba!)ic skil ls Ill.: ccss:lry to J1:1rti c ip:ll l: since tlicre is a stro llg, dilTcI 1'L'lali o ll.<.dlill 1ll' l wt,,'L' 1l 

education and civic participation. Young pcoplc parti cipate in a peer culture at schoo l that 

profoundly shapes their values and relationships and schools can sponsor programs that provide 

hands-on train ing in civ ic participat ion and link stulknts to thcir cOllll nuniti cs (13cllcrtoget lr c: r 

nd :2). 

Though there are misconceptions o f youth invo lvcmcnt as hav ing negat ive effect on their 

academic achicvemcnt , cngagcmcnt or the you th in cx tracllrrin ri ar programs (a ner schoo l 

activities) fos ters creat ivity , increase cooperative behavior and enhance students' effort at se lf-
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direction (Stevenson & Zusho 2002). Schools shou ld recognlzc the Iilllita tions of forlllal 

education in giving the pract ical and lIIore actual train ing to students, awareness creation on 

civic participation should bc integrated as co-cu rriculum and cx tracurri cular activitics should 

accompany the forma l educati on. Morco vcr, the usua l way o f cons idering only those in schools 

as capable of civic engagement must be swi tched to invo lving school dropout young people, 

which can be a critical moti vating force bringing back tu a pruductive educatiunal and 

occupalional track (Beltertogether nd: I 0). In fact, civic engagement fo r re-integrati ng school 

dropouts, brings high eco nomi cal, soc ial and psychological benelits (S toneman '2003:45). 

C. Covel'lllllelll, NCOs II/III Other Forllla l Institutions 

Government facilitates the parti cipat ion of the youth by des ign ing st ra tegies and ro rmulating 

policies. In Ethiopia there is a spccili e mini stry o r department that o rgan izc youth activitics and 

sports and engage in building the capac ity o f yo un g people. There are also regional and sub-city 

level youth associati ons, which attempt to gcnerate cmplo ymcnt opportunitics lo r yo uth and to 

engage the youth in developmental as well as sport activities (MYSC 2003:7-9) . These hi gher 

level youth association mobili ze the youth at wider and nat ional leve l and al so gave ri se to yo uth 

organizations at grass root leve l. Various NGOs also continuous ly scek the input of yo ung peop le 

in their wo rk. NGO alliances w ith youth arc in valuable , and there is a lot to be learned by 

exploring the models some usc to engage yo uth. They do so by dcs igning ac ti vit ies fo r the yo uth 

and by having youth on their hoards. Most yo ung people prefer volllnteerinK on NCOs when they 

have an interest in certain issues th e NGOs arc pcrforming (Yo uth allli MDGs Ad Il oe Working 

Group 2004:9). N GOs can fill the gap the gove rnment is unable to reach and· work closely with 

the youth as we ll as wo rk in crcati ng partnersh ip het wee n the c()ll lnl li nit y and th c y()uth (M YS(' 

et.al. 2002:271 ,272). I nternational and local NGOs such as Young Women's Chr istian 

Association, Young Men's Chri stian Association and o ther s imi lar in itia ti ve yo uth gro ups, 

assume leadership roles by making dcci s ions and organi z ing w ith proj ccts to be unde rtaken 

(MYSC et.al. 2002) . 

The physical environment has a lso been a conce rn o f all communi ties and internationa l bod ies [or 

long time. Accordin gly act ive invo lvement of yo uth at g rass roo ts and internati ona l leve l is 

necessary for conserving th e environill ent and Local Agenda 2 1 (UN Agrcemcnt lo r g lobal 
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sustainable development) has been finally declared on the 1992 Earth Summit to encourage yo uth 

participation in environmental protection at local level (You th -and MDGs Ad Hoc Work ing 

Group 2004:7, Hart 1997:5). At the national level the Environment Protection Agency ancl 

Bureaus at federal ancl region levcl respcctively are wo rking on dcsignin g strategies and 

programs in which the community as a whole will be part of the cnv ironmental protection 

endeavor. Environ mcntal cducation is also givcn cmphasis and int cgratcd into thc clirri cllllilil or 

the school system to equip young people with the necessary cogniti ve skill s to change their 

attitude and to enhance the community's environmental awareness . There are also minimum of33 . 

NGOs with the main obj ective or creating environll1en tal aw"rcness in Fthiopi" th ro ugh 

interpersonal communication. On the other hand, thcre are on ly three NGOs that are engaged in 

mass communication namely, Agri-Scrviec Ethi opia, PANOS and ENDA Ethi opi a (Laeke 

Mariam 200 I: 193) . Lem Ethiopia (the Envi ronment and Development Soc iety 0 [' Ethiopia) has 

also established more than 350 Schoo l Environmental Education und Protcction Clubs in high 

schools through out the country (Mogus Worku 200 1:204) . l3esides, on the sanitation and 

beautification of thc Addis Ababa city, the participati ons or various voluntcers and organizat ions 

in c1caning Add is Ababa has grcatly incrcased si nce ye;lI' 2000. This has bcgun particularl y with 

the initiative taken by Gash Abera Molla and Clean and Green Addis Ababa Society. Currentl y, 

there are about 74 Micro and Small Enterprises which are organized by se lf- initiation ancl 

engaged in pre-collection of sol id wastes. On the side of' the government , Addis Ababa City 

Sanitation, Beautification and Park Development Agency (s ince January 2003) is es tabli shed 

with objective to make the city naturall y balanced, green ancl favo rab le environment through 

integrateclmanagel11ent and urban recreati onal area developll1ent (Tesfaye 2004:4). On thc linc of 

comm unity service there are lots or illi tiatives :1I1I{)lIg whi ch I';lIlIil y (iuid: llicc Ass{)ci:ttio ll :lIleI 

Family Health International are working at nati onal level ,lIld in co llabo rat ions with vmious 

youths ancl organizations (MYSC 2004, Fl-Il and MYSC 2002). 

These initiati ves have not been as succe.I.I!ul as des ired, us II/Ost oj thell1 huve not been 

sustainable and there is no continui ty in their involvcment with the youth (MYSC et.a!' 2002). 

However, support to youth organizations and the ir structurcs on a nationa l leve l (National Youth 

Councils or Youth COlllmittces) is the basic strategy to involve you ng peopk (UNESCU 

2004:29). 
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2.2.6. Challenges of Youth Participation 

The practice of creating l11ean ingful opportunit ies lor young people to participate as act ive agents 

in decisions affecting thel11 is relati ve ly new in 1110st countries , and in 1110st arenas of young 

people 's lives. Faced with the challenges of the 2 r" cent lil y s/lch as extreme disparifies in terms 

of economic, technolog ical, social and cultural resources, which vwy enormously across regions, 

young people are acknowledg ing that their local, national and international systems of decision­

making lack concrete avenues for sufficient participation (Youth and MDGs Ad Hoc Working 

Group 2004: I). There has been a steep lea rning curve both lor adults strugg ling to create 

opportunities to r youth and lor young people the mselves as they grapple to construe( new 10rl11s 

of partnership with ad ults (UN 2004:282). Thus cri tical analys is should be made on the 

continuing barriers thatl11ust be addressed lo r achieving genu ine yo uth participation. 

Here is a suml11ary of chall enges hindering genuine youth participation from writings of 

Driskell (2002:38,39), Foster and KUl11i(20UI: 16-27), OYSA (2UU3:37) , and Zeld in el.<ll. (20UO:40): 

Challenges on the part of the youth and within yo uth organizations includes: 

• CO-oplion: young people mi ght not be interested to join mlult boards. They might al so 

shy away to take controversial positions as youth representatives; 

• Weak slruc/ure due /0 crises of legit ill/ate representation: youth representatives eome 

through the gove rnl11 cnt bodies and 1(lil s to link to yo ung people at the grassroots level ; 

• Gender Inequality: Young wOl11e n within youth organizations play a token role than 

being active and equal l11embers: and 

• Leadershiv youth organizations arc being controlled by adults reasoning young people 

are not skilled for leadership. Moreover, leaders with in youth organization prevent the 

ri se of new leadersh ip. 

Challenges on the part of the adu lts and rormal and inlonnal institutions includes: 

• Low acceptance of the y outh by (he society: young people are conside red as adults in 

waiting. Youthfulness ancl age arc used as a justifi cation to exc lude yo un g people rrom 

decision-making. Moreover there is a sense that the you ng person's con tri bu ti on is not 

valued; 
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• inadequate in/orlllation provision to enhance thei r awa reness on what they can perfo rm 

and to have link with other youth clubs; 

• inadequate fill1ding and other supports fo r youth acti vities; 

• Window dressing: while the pri nciples of yo uth parti cipatio n arc accepted the youth arc 

often put forward with lilli c dec ision making capac ity ; 

• Assignment of Youth Representatives: the government and yo uth se rving organi zations 

select youth representatives arbitrary rather than through e lection; and 

• Gate keeping and Centralizatiun: c ivil soc iety organi zatio ns instead of be ing a vehicle 

that ga lva nizcs young people actio n compde I'or resources und opportun ity with you th 

clubs . 

Wh ile globalizati on connects yo uth across na ti onal boundar ies to share expe riences there are 

millions of youth exc luded li'om thi s opportun ity duc to lack of tcc hn ical knowledge, avail abi lity 

of infrastructure und dominancc o f Engli sh. Thi s affects the you th to bc less in vo lved in na ti onal 

and global processes and to be rcprescnta ti ves (Foste r and KU lll i 200 1 : I 10-1 11 ). These cha ll enges 

affect the initiation o f the yo ut h to take pa rt in devel opmenta l acti v it ies and leads to the I~ l i l ure of 

the visions the government has for its you th. 

2.2.7. Prospects of Youth Participation 

A. YOIII" DeveloplIlenl: Parti cipa ti on is (I ll olitcollle oltlle YOllth developlllent process (Mokwena 

2000:22). Focusing on this new lieltl and approac h he lps to gcar the common allit ude and 

methods of dealing w ith yo uth through deve lopmenta l approach to d irect ing on pos itive allr ibutes 

of youn g peopl e (Conne ll CUl l. nd:283). Yo uth dcve lopment is the process 01' growing up and 

developing one's capacities in posit ive ways which typ ica ll y takes place in the CO ll lex t o f tlrc 

fami ly, the peer group, the schoo l, and the ne ighbo rh ood or com mun ity (Wa lkcr and Dunham 

2002). 

Yo uth development as a li eld and as an approach help broadens the goa ls beyond prevent ion to 

participati on; outcomes beyond academ ics; inputs beyond serv ices; sell ings beyond school; youth 

ro les beyond that of rec ipients, and broaden accoun tab ility beyond mak ing li sts and prom ises to 

methods that a llow adu lts to tru ly add up what malle rs for yo ung peo ple (Borden el.a l. 2003 :6). 
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Schusler and Marianne (nd: 9) have put characterist ics settin gs that promote positive youth 

development such as physica l and psychological safety, appropriate structure, supportive 

relationships, opportunities to belong, positive soc ial norms, support for efficacy and matterin g, 

opportunities for skill building, and integration of family, school , and community effort s. 

Accordingly partic ipation of the youth in envi ronmental and community action can foster criti ca l 

thinking and reasoning skill s, good decision-making sk ill s, confidence in one's personal effi cacy, 

optimism coupled with rea li sm, conncctedness o r perceivcd good rclat ionsh ips and trust w ith 

peers and adults, and commitment to civic engagement (Schusler ancl Marianne nd :9). 

B. JIlJurmaliull: Information is the key to yo un g pcople 's participation which enablcs thcm to 

benefit from services ancl opportuniti es aimed at them (UNESCO 2004:29). In this era of 

information the youth has a rc lativc ly bette r access to information than previous times. As 

information for young people must be both use r- fri endl y and widely disseminated yo uth 

themselves shou ld be involved in the developmcnt o f such inlo rm at ion in orde r to ensure its 

appropriateness fo r a yo ung audience (UN 2004:3 15). In co llaboration w ith media loca l ;llld 

national authorities shoulcl therelore support thc creation of adeq uate you th-inlo rmation services 

ancl especiall y meet the needs of yo ung people who have difficulty in accessing inlormation. 

Local and regional authorities should there/ure consider an increased involvement in 

inJormat iun and part icipat iun strategies (UN LSCO 2004 :29 J. 

C. Jllslilliliulla/ Frameworli: Young peop le can onl y comm it thcmselves to ac ti ve participation 

and full integration in soc iety when they finci 'enabling' env ironments lo r the fullillment of their 

civic potential and when the ir actual needs and conditions are ta ke n into acco unt. Comprehens ive 

national yo uth policies that loster this 'cnablillg' condition and cnsurc the full ri ghts o r yo uth as 

membcrs of socic ty arc in man y countri cs am ong thc most recen t types of Jlublic policy 

(UNESCO 2004 :34, NY I' 2000 :7). Eve ry country thus needs elTcc tive strategies ilb le to 

'empower' yo ung people to make the right cho ices, protect them from cxploitat ion and ncg lect 

and ensure their participat ion in a ll spheres o f society . Thus long-term, consensus-based, 

integrated and cross-sectoral youth po li cy is nceded (UNESCO 2004: 13,21, NY I' 2000) . This 

will initiate the sectoral offices and ministerial onices to plan 011 how to work with the youth. 
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D. Optimism/or tlIe Future: Despite of the econom ic ups and downs you ng people are pass ing 

through and the soc ial complexion they face as they come of age, they can st ill ha ve a 

contribution provided they are given space. The currently ex isting few self-initiatives of yo uth 

shou ld serve as strong moti vatio n to adults to deri ve po licies and programs that can meet their 

developmental needs and paves the way for their more involvement (l3rown et a l 2002: IS ). 
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CHAPTER THREE 

OVERVIEW OF THE YOUTH 

3.1. The Role of Youth in Development 

One aspect of development is allowing all its members to participate in areas which affect their 

li ves and the ultimate goal of development is to enable people to choose and live the lives they 

want (UN 2004:276). Young people, as the most active age group at local level, are assets whose 

contributions can make a difference in their surroundings and the advancement of the whole 

soc iety. They also take their representation velY seriously (Foster and Kumi 200 1: I 0) and 

represent innate creativity, enthusiasm and optimism (Kumah 1996:2). They can be dynamic 

agents of political , social and economic changes, while taking an initiative ro le in combating the 

problems they are facing . 

Young people as vital resources for de velopment are creati ng community change at the grassroots 

level. They are tutoring in the schools, working in health clinics, and serving meals for the needy. 

They are cleaning up the environment, rehabilitating houses for the homeless, and formulating 

strategies fo r neighborhood revitalization. They are solving problems, planning programs, and 

involving people in decisions at the community level. As producers, consumers, conservers of 

natural resources, they also playa pivotal role in national development. And as a group with new 

perspective, their potential can be utilized to be key resources in identifying community 

problems, and in designing and implementation of projects and policies at the global level (Foster 

and Kumi, 2001, Kirshner et.al. , 2002). 

Yet their contribution to development is not entirely understood or utilized. Though there are 

youths making a difference as activists, as volunteers, and as leaders in community development, 

the global youth movement is characterized by fragmentation resulting in isolated actions which 

do not reach their full potential (Youth and MDGs Ad-hoc Working Group 2004:6). In order to 

fully realize the inherent potential of youth, favorable conditions must be created for them to 

overcome the varied problems and obstacles they are facing right now: They must be given the 

right tools and opportunities to be involved in various developmental activities. They should also 



be given a place in the development process to make dynamic changes fo r without them there 

won't be a sustainable development (Hart 1997:5). 

3.2. You th and Problems of the Youth 

3.2.1. Yo uth in Ethiopia 

Ethiopia has been in state of political , economic and ecological crises for the last three decades. 

The long civil war, poor governance, recurrent drought, massive environmental degradation, 

economic stagnation, unfavorable international economic environments and socia l dislocation 

have brought about drastic negati ve changes in the well-being of its population (MOLSA 

1995: 13). Youth as part of the society have been both the direct and indirect victims of these 

problems. Population census and projection show that youth constitute a significant number of 

Ethiopian populations. Young people (15-24 age group) constitute 20.4 % of the 71 million 

Ethiopian popUlations out of which 10.4% are male while 10% are female (CSA 2004a). Within 

the urban part of the country they make up 28 .3% of the 8.5 mi llion urbar. population (CSA 

2004b). 

In Ethiopia, proper attention has not been gtven to addressing youth issues and thei r 

organizations. There were no favorable conditions under which the youth could actively and 

effectively participate in the process of national development and perform mul tifaceted tasks that 

woul e! accelerate economic and social change. Mutual cooperation and networking among youth, 

family, society, other partners and government had hardly been created (MOLSA 1995:5,6). 

However, since I 960s, young people have been pioneers in actively and widely mobilizing the 

community to struggle for their cause, which was more of political participation. After the fall of 

the Derg Regime recently the youth is taking various initiatives in volunteer programs and 

organizations (MYSC 2004: I 0). However, majority of the Ethiopian youth in urban areas are 

under great economic stress leading to helplessness, occasional depression, and invo lvement in 

activities that are anti-social. The lack of social support from the government and social 

institutions resulted in feelings of being unwanted, dependency, and hopelessness, and to be 

victims of anti-social behaviors (MOL SA 1995:12). 
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Particularly Addis Ababa as an urban city , exhibits a very paradoxical situati on, The city is 

highl y privileged with fac ili ties per population as compared to other urban centers found with in 

the country, However, there is a rapid population growth and high rural-urban migration that 

poses many envirorullental challenges and sanitation problems, Young people constitute larger 

portion of the migrants due to pull factors such as access to non-agricultural job, access to better 

life and services, attraction to urban life styles, This situation is bel ieved to result in poor 

environmental condi ti ons and an ever-present risk of epidemics, which in turn present a 

fo rmidable threat to health and productivity, There is thus a need for participation of all citizens 

in envirorunental protection and management (Tesfaye 2004:3) in which the youth can be a major 

actor since they make up 28,88% of the total population (CSA 1999:8) (Table 3, I), Particularly 

youth in the age range 15 to 19 constitute the highest percentage (15,79%) in comparison with all 

other age groups (children and adults inclusive) where 20-24 ages constitute the third higher 

percentage (13,08%) (CSA 1999:8), 

Table 3.1. Distribution of Young People's Population in Addis Ababa by age category and sex. 

Total Male Female 
Description 

Count % Count % Count % 

15- 19 aged youth 333,523 15.79 147,218 14,38 186,305 17.10 

20- 24 aged youth 276,312 13.08 129,919 12.69 146,393 13.44 

15-24 aged youth 609,835 28,88 277, 137 27,7 332,698 30.54 

Addis Ababa Population 2,112,737 100 1,023,452 48.4· 1,089,285 51 ,6· 

Source. eSA (1999.6) 

• Indicates the perC8f'ltage out of the total population while all the olhS( percentages indicate thl,t percentage with respect to total number of people wl:hln the specific seK 

3.2.2. Major Problems of the Youth 

When one raises the case of the youth there are lots of issues which come up with it. 

Employment, health, education, and drugs are some of the major areas which are crucial and of 

great concern for the condition of the youth. Information obtained from UN (2004), MYSC 

(2004), MOLSA (1995) and Koch & Husken (2002) indicate the problems that the youth 

encounter are more or less similar in most parts of the world , 

Unemployment is one of the socio-economic problems of the youth since the 15-24 young people 

constitute 41 % of the world 's unemployed (UN 2004:65) and 67% of Ethiopia 's unemployed 

(MYSC 2004:11) of which young women are larger in number. The youth also make 29% of the 

labour force of the country (MYSC 2002:317) while the major problems of Ethiopian youth are _ 

related to job opportunities, Out of the people engaged in informal sectors 44% are youth , 
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Youth unemployment rate is high mainly because employers often prefer experienced workers. 

High rate of unemployment is always a source of concern since it has a profound impact on 

young people's lives leading to low self-esteem, and diminished level or we ll being (UN 

2004:62). 

Health is another factor affecting the youth's role and country's development. There are so many 

yo uths who don't have access to health services and health related information. And the youth is 

the most vulnerable group being affected by HIV I AIDS, and young women encounter problems 

such as unwanted pregnancy, abortion, and early marriage. Young people in general consider 

health a low to medium priority and health care is top priority only for few (UN 2004: 114). In 

area of education, the annual enrollment rate is increasing. However, the less quality of education 

and lack of public library service are challenges the majority of the youth faces. The discrepancy 

between the expansion of secondary and tertiary education has been one of the reasons for the 

increasing number of more unemployed youth. Properly designed curriculum and education 

system play a pivotal role in promoting young people's active participation in economic 

production, social change and well-being. 

Large numbers of rural youth are migrating to urban areas due to abject poverty and in search of 

better opportunities. The high rate of rural-urban migration affects the provision by the urban 

services and j ob opportunities are scarce in the urban areas. Because urban life may not be as 

they initially expected, many youths that migrate from rural areas are exposed to crime, addiction 

and other social evils (MYSC 2004: 12). The other problem faced by the youth is exposure to use 

alcohols, cigarettes, chat, dangerous medical and narcotic drugs and to practice other social evil s. 

This is related with the disappoinlmenls of unemployment, lack of awareness creation on 

important life aspects of the youth and the urge of the youth to try new things. This exposure to 

social evils can be considered as escape from poverty and economic hardship (Kumah 1996:3). 

Young people living in difficult circumstances such as school dropouts, refugees, disabled youth, 

institutionalized youth, and sexually abused youths are also easily vulnerable to drug use (UN 

2004:159). Institutions like the family, community, the media, cultural institu tions and religious 

organizations are not giving the required services to help the youth assimilate life values. Other 

problems such as juvenile delinquency, prostitutions, beggary, street life, insufficient leisure 
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activ ities, intergenerational conflict , and gender problems are challenges young people are 

strivi ng with and undermining the contribution the youth can have on lhci r surrounding. 

Moreover, despite their significant number the youth are least represented in polilical, economic 

and social spheres due to societal attitudes, cultural and economic barriers, and lack of proper 

organization which facilitates them. This also limi ts the contribution young people can make in 

solving the problems they are facing. 

The aforementioned multifaceted problems of Ethiopian youth are affecting the majority of the 

youth living in Addis Ababa too and these problems have been the center of most researches. 

While thi s recitation of youth problems may have some merit it fail s to recognize the potential for 

development inherent in a youthful population (Kumah 1996 :2). Here a question may arise on 

whether solving problems of the youth or their participation in the society comes first. Working 

on the problems of youth will untie them from the habits holding them from participation while 

youth participation can serve as a precondition to workout the problems of the youth with 

lhemselves. Generally, these challenges encountered by youths lead adults to consider the youth 

as problems, as victims or deviants (Foster and Kumi 200 I : 18) neglecting YO lllh populalion 

signals opporlunity and potential too (Kumah 1996:3). However, if the youth's basic 

characteristics, needs, aspirations and problems are adequately understood and guided by positive 

policy directions, strategies, action programs and activities, the youth can meaningfully 

participate and contribute in the development process of the city even at the national level. And 

they can manifest that youth are positive force in Ihe SOCiety and have enormous potential for 

contributing to the development and advancement of societies (UN 1998) by changing their li fe 

and their surrounding. 

3.3. Ethiopian National Youth Policy 

Each country needs a dynamic and relevant national youth policy to address some of the 

challenges facing young people and to create the environment for the development of young 

adults for the future. Today, a number of countries do have youth policy but it is not always 

implemented, as it should be, as governments themselves admit it. Although National Youth 

Policy (NYP) provides a point towards an integrated approach to the problems of young people at 

national level (NYP 2000:5,8), governments that have developed the policy often lack 
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comprehensive and hol isti c approaches to the challenges faced by the younger generation. Thus a 

progress ive NYP obliges traditional decision-lIIakers to not only work/or young people, but with 

them in order to let their experiences inji.Jr1ll the developillent 0/ appropriate intervelltions and 

services (UNESCO 2004:4). 

Generally speaking the policy shou ld put the nccds of the youth and invo lve the yo uth in all the 

process starting fro m the formulation of the po licy. The youth should al so undcrstand the benc fits 

of the policy and support its implementati on. Mainly the policy shou ld be a pol icy of the State 

and not merely of a government ; should reOect an integrated , cross-sectoral and coherent 

approach, and be interdi sc iplinary, intermini sterial and multi-departmental. It should be the fruit 

or multiparty, national consensus which is based un a cunsultatiun uf all cuncc l"Iled stakchuldcrs, 

particularly youth. It shou ld al so be conccived as a long-te rm stratcgic inst rumcn t and not out of 

short-term, and should emerge fro m a sincere desi re to meet the needs of yo ung people (NY P 

2000:8; UNESCO 2004:2 1). 

Given the wide diversity of po lit ical cultures and poli tica l systems, countries need to estab li sh 

their own prioriti es anu mcchanisill s in ordcr to crcatc a yuuth policy that is authcnt ic and 

relevant. The formu lation of a sound national youth policy should not be a top-down process. It 

requires the involvcment of a wide va riety of social actors, consu ltat ion of a largc-scale cross­

sector and maintaining of a close link with civil society. Morcover, any viable youth poli cy is one 

in which yo ung people arc not just spectators or ad visers, but arc truly in vo lved in decision­

making processes (UN ESCO 2004:4). 

The Ethiopian NYP was issued on March 2004 1'01' first time. A survey was conducted and 

governmental and non-governmental organizations, yo uth associat ions ,lIl ci a number of yo un g 

people have participated on the fo rill ulat ion of the policy. Acco rd ingly the NY I' has set Illajur 

policy issues sueh as democracy and good govel"llanee, economi c development, cdueiltion ami 

training, health, HI V/AID S, social evils, culture, spo rt s and rccrcat ion, cnvironmental protcc ti on 

and social services, ami atten ti on Cor spccial necd youth (M YSC 2004 :25). The Uhi opian NY I' 

has put the major pol icy areas specifically anci putthc implcmentat ion strategies as IYe ll (MYSC 

2004:27-47). The implementat ion strategies uiscusscu with in the Jlolicy are organi za tion of all 

round participation; capacity building; in fo rmation, awareness and advocacy; data, research ancl 
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studies; national and internat ional partnershi p; and cooperati on and coordination. Though the 

Ethiopia NYP has covered majo r issues it lack the rollowing specific explana tions as compared to 

NYPs of Kenya and South Afri ca (MHI-IS 2002; NYC 1997): 

• the general objecti ve of the po li cy was stated whil e there were no specific objecti ves 

stated; 

• the youth' s responsibilities were li sted while the ri ghts of the youth were not given due 

attention; and 

• while pri oriti si ng targe t groups the unemploycd yo uth and the school dropouts we re not 

taken as a group, which need a special attention and effect ive strategies. 

Generally, the policy has al so given a spec ial atten ti on to env iro nlllental protection allli social 

services by describing as one of the majo r poli cy issucs. Moreover, the orga nization of the yo uth 

and all round parti cipation, support , awareness, pa rtnershi p and cooperati on arc some of the 

implementation strategies considered. Despite some in itiat ives thcse provis ions indicate that the 

pol·icy has lay the ground for youth parti cipation and parti cul arl y their invol vement in 

environmental protection and community service and what is left is its ru ll implementati on 

(MYSC 2004 34,3 7). 

3.4. The Youth and Millenniulll Development Goals 

Today 's 0-25 years old are the ones who wi ll bc dr iving the millennium devel opment process by 

201 5 (Foster and Kumi 2001 ). But yo ung people do not appear to have a prominent place in the 

Millennium Development Goals (M DGs) as they arc onl y mentioned in one or two places . 

However, on closer scrutiny, it is poss ible to identi fy live goals as direc tl y rel"crri ng to young 

people because they cover ac ti vities in whieh mos tl y yo ung people are engaged. These are the 

MDG s that relate to: education attainlllent , ge nder ba lance in educati on, im provcd maternal 

health, combating I-IIV / AIDS and diseases such as malar ia and tubercul os is and decent 

employment opportunities lo r yo un g people . Most of the MDGs indirec tl y relate to yo ung people 

because they account for such a large share of the popu lation in poor countries (Curtain 2004:4). 

On the other hand, the Youth and MDGs Ad Hoc Working Group on the ir report have triecito 

relate the MDG s specificall y to yo un g people, and el11phas ized that MDGs arc oppor /llni/ies /0 

II/ove F a/II morginoliw l ion /0 lI/o/;iliZllI iOIl (Youth and M DGs Ad JJ oc Work i ng Group 2004:2). 
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The Interim repo rt has indicated how each MDG affects the life of young people and holY young 

people can contribute for its ach ievement. The way the report was presented is in a way it shows 

the relation between the involvement of young people and the achievement of the goals. Yo ung 

people are highly affected by abject poverty (UN 2004:73), which compels them to engage in 

developing social and envi ronmental entrepreneurship and in creating services and infras tructure 

in rural communities as we ll. To use their potent ial in these areas the youth should be engaged in 

processes such as the Poverty Reduct ion Strategy I'rot:csses (I'RSl's) and other urban and rural 

development init iatives. Although an increas ing number o/" countries are making some reference 

to young people in their PRSPs, the ini tiati ves are ofien piecemeal and, hence, limi ted in their 

scale and potential impac t (Curtai n 2004:9) . With respec t to ed ucat ion, young people can be key 

resources in ensuring primary ed ut:ation lu I' al l people, ami in bei ng goml nlen tors lu I' yu unger 

students and they arc va luable sou rt:es in identilication and su lvi ll g 0 1" prublellls related with 

education. Young people, particul arl y young women, can also playa role in adopti ng policies that 

address issue of gender. They have also key ro le in combating early marriage, sexua l abuse, and 

other problems related to maternal health wh ich are yo uth issues too. Moreover, young peop le's 

participation in environmenta l pro tct: tion at grass rou ts level has pruved a significan t 

improvement (Youth and MDGs Ad Hoc Work ing Group 2004:38) assuring the need of more 

yo uth involvement at all leve ls to ensure environ mental sustainabil ity. Thus, their systematic 

parti cipation should be ensured to achievc th t: MDGs and to attai n sustainab le developmcnt in 

various dimensions. The MDGs will be meaningless without embracing the generation. which 

builds on it. 

Successful models of youth participation should be adap ted and repl icated to specific politica l 

and socio-economic realiti es, taking into considerati on the cha llenges facing youth -led and 

youth-serving organizations. The ex iste nce lI 1" yo uth pol icy. thc cnlc rging youth urgani /.ations 

and associations and the ri sing interest 0 1" the youth lur ell ee ti ve IXlrticipation arc sO lne 01" the 

channel that governments and institu ti ons can currentl y usc to Illub ili zc yo ung peuple as partncrs 

in achieving the MDGs. Th us, investing on you th and empowering the youth to take more 

participation will provide the longes t and most efTective di vidend tOlVards meeting the MDGs 

and sustainable dcvelopmcnt by bui lding the long-term capaci ty. 

35 



CHAPTER FOUR 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

4.1. Location and Sizc of Arada Sub-City 

Addis Ababa is a city which is a center far economic, social, polit ica l and cultural activities. 

With in the city there are . international organizations such as Afi'ica Un it y, African Economic 

Commission, the Untied Nations (UN) and it is thc rcsidence o f various diplomats. However, as 

compared to other Africa cities the devel opment of the city is very stagnant and entangl ed within 

severe economic and social problems where 30% of the people are in absolute poverty (P lan and 

Economy office Arada Sub-City 2004) . Addis Ababa has hi gh rate of unempl oyment (29. 1 %) in 

which the youth is the major part and exposeLl to various unhealthy yo ut h cultures and an ti wcial 

behaviors (CSA 2004a:xvii ). 

The Addis Ababa city is rcst ructured with the aim to improve service deli ve ry, to foster fast 

growth and good governance and deccntralized into ten sub cities wh ich const itutes I X3 urban 

and 20 rural kebeles. With in thi s research each part or the urban AdLlis Ababa can not be covered 

because of time and money const raints. Arada Sub-city is se lected since it is one of the primate 

sub cities and it only contai ns urban kcbe les whil e most of' the other sub ci ti es contai n ru ral 

kebeles at their peripheries. As an olel pa rt of the city, there are lots of' problems the youth in the 

sub-city can face to participate in various developmental activities whi ch can be also challenges 

faced by other urban youth with in Add is Ababa (Plan and Economy office Arada Sub-City 2004). 

The map of the sub city is attached as Appendix 6. 

Arada Sub-city embraces 10 urban kebeles in which major cen tral places of Add is Ababa such as 

Piassa, Arat ki lo, Sidist kilo, anLl Merkato arc al so IlIUIll\' Its surface <l rea is 1,155 heel,"' '" Id its 

population is more than 303 ,8 I O. It is borlkred by Gulcle Sub-city un the north , Yeka Sub-c it y al 

the north cast, Kirkos Sub-c ity ' It the suuth , I.idela Sub-ci ty at the s{) ul h west '"Id Adiss J(ete illa 

Sub-city in the west (Plan and Economy office Araela Sub-city 2004). Kebele 03 /09 is pari of the 

sub-city which cover areas from Alinellu /Jer to Sellten ffulel and has an esti mated popu lation of 

35,475 and Kebc1e 04/05 covers the areas commo nl y cal led ra/ian sejer, Aliki/I lem and (;ojwl/ 

Berenda which has an es timated population 0['32,459 (CSA 2000 cited in Plan and Econom y 

office Arada Sub-city 2004) mak ing the populati on within the two kebele 67,934. Since data is 



not ava ilab le for population number of sub-citi es with respect age and sex, the researcher has 

projected the population for Arada Sub-city based on the percentages given for Addis Ababa in 

Table 3. 1. 

Table 4 ,1. Distribution of Young People's Population in Arada Sub-city by age category and sex. 

Total Male Female 
Descri pti on 

Count % Count % Count % 

15-19 aged youth 47,952 15.78 21,145 14.38 26,807 17.10 

20- 24 aged youth 39,729 13.08 18,660 12.69 21,069 13.44 

15-24 1ged youth 87,681 28.9 39.805 45.4 " 47.876 54.6" 

Arada Sub-city's Population 303,810 100 147,044 48.4" 156.166 51.6" 

Source. Researche(s prOjectIon from Table 1 based on the percentage for AddiS Ababa which Islaken from Ihe eSA 1999 . 

• Indicates the percentage ouI of the lola! population while all the other percentages indicate Ihe percentage with respect to Ictal number of people WIthin the specific 58)(. 

It is calculated that 15-24 age youth is estimated to comprise 28.9% of the total population within 

the sub-city (Table 4.1), which is around 87,681. Based on this percentage it can be calculated 

that there are around 19,633 young people who are 15-24 aged residing within the two kebeles. 

4.2. Socio-economic Situation of the Arada Sub-City 

Arada Sub-city is not physically well-planned and exhibits lots of severe social and economic 

problems in add ition to the problems within Addis Ababa which still the sub-city shares. Despite 

its earl ier establishment, its growth is very stagnant. Out of the 1.7 million labour force in Addis 

Ababa 43% are unemployed and if 10% of this considered to be part of the sub-city more than 73 

thousand people are unemployed in which the youth takes a significant part. Within the sub-city 

85% of the houses are very rugged and substandard without the necessary faci lities. The low 

standard of the sewerage system and poor quality of the water channels are some of the cases 

which are fata l for the health of people living within the sub-city and against the hygiene and 

beauty of the city. The dry waste management is being done using garbage cans which manage to 

collect only 70% of the wastages (Plan and Economy office Arada Sub-City 2004). 

Since the sub-city is an ancient part of the Addis Ababa city, it is a very crowded settling 

contributing to lots of social problems such as prostitution, homelessness, high prevalence of 

HIV/AIDS, high number of orphan children and high number of helpless elders. With respect to 

education, lack of educational institutions and fac ilities, poor quality of the education, low 

qualification of teachers and high occurrence of discipline problems are the day-to-day 

experiences. However, within this sub-city there are lots of well known educational institutions, 
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universities, colleges, more than 14 vocat ional training centers; 20 pub lic, 4 community, 8 

government, 8 private and 9 rel igious elementa ry schools; 3 'government, 4 mi ss ion ancl 4 

community secondary schoo ls ancl 36 kindergartens are part of the ed uca ti onal systcm, The 

health coverage within the sub-city is indicated in that one hosp ital and hea lth center for 10 1,270 

residents and one clinic is for 4,468 residents, Thc sub-city's infant death 80: 1000 is a beller one 

as compared to the overa ll infant death ratio of Ethiopia which is 11 2: I 000, Aracla Sub-c ity also 

suffers li'om the elTects of the III V/AIDS epi tle lllic si nce 15,6% uf the peuple with in Adtl is 

Ababa are [-IlV careers, more than 49 tho usand childrcn are orph an due to HIV/A IDS and elderly 

people are los ing the support they ncedetl at the age they are so weale The prevalence of the 

epidemic is very high among the youth (Plan and Economy offiee Arada Sub-City 2004), 

4.3. Study Design 

The universe of inquiry for thi s study includes the you th which arc li ving in Kebcle 03 /09 and 

Kebele 04/05 in Arada Sub-city anti exam ines the cha llcnge they face to participate in 

developmental activities parti cularly in envi rol1l11ental protection and CU llltllLlllity se rvicc, Upun 

discussion of the proposal of the research, the Aratla Sub-c ity leve l youth assuc iatiun leatl er 

identifi ed the two kebeles due to the conven icnce to get the kcbe le oflicials and the Kebele 03/09 

youth association eas il y, 

4.4. Methods of Data Collection 

Both primary and secondary data have been gathc red and used lor the study, The secondary data 

included information mainly from lo rmal sources, Unpub li shetl due uments frum 10 rt11al 

institutions like the Plan and Economy Office of Arada Sub-ci ty, and Office of Add is Ababa 

Youth Assoc iation have been assessed for genera l and background information abo ut the study 

sites, 

Quantitative and quali tat ive pnmary data we re collee te(L The primary data sources included 

individual wrillen ques tionnaire survey, focu s group discuss ions (FG Ds), and key in fo rmant 

interviews, The prilllary tI ~\ta was co ll ec ted using ques tiontl<lirc survey di strib uted to indi vid ll< tl 

sample, which was designed tu yield dala abuu t the in teres ts, experiences and level 01' 

participat ion of the youth, The indiv id ua l respondents were at lirst stratified into five 



homogenous subgroups based on their employment status. The fi ve groups of the respondents' 

category were 'employed' , 'unemployed' , 'studcnts', 'school dropouts' and 'sel f-cmployed'. 

Similarly the FGDs were cond ucted within a yo uth cakgory of the groups separatel y as thcir 

experience in relation to participat ion differs with thci r engagement in their day-to-day life. 

Moreover, FGD is one of the best methods to be employed whi le working with the yo uth since it 

helps them /0 generate reoponses especially on sensitive topics such as participation and it helps 

them to articulate their opinion\" (Gearin and Chris 200 I). Thus the usc of focus groups provided 

the opportunity to expose young people to those with differ ing views and experiences, enab ling 

reflection and cons ideration of the factors, wh ich arc considered as facilitators and barriers to 

participation, and stratcgi cs for cl1l:ouraging parti cipation . 

A semi-structured interview was also cmpl oycd with few indi vidua ls which arc working with the 

youth at different leve l and which arc considered as hav ing rich ex peri eilCe about the 

involvement of youth and as well as pcople responsible lo r yo uth participation in var ious arcas. 

The local you th associat ion leader of Kebek 03/0<), the sub-city level yo ut h associat ion kader, 

the officials of People Participation and Mob ilization of the two samp led ke beles, Federal 

Environment Protection Authori ty Officer, Addis Ababa Environillental Protection Office 

officers and manager of the Yo ung Women Chri stian Assuciation wcre interv iewed. Thus, the 

data collection methods have been tri angu lated into three form s: key info rmant interviews, rGDs 

and individual questionnaire survey. 

On the other hand, at the outset a pilot study was conducted in Arada Sub-city KebcJe 0 I bclo re 

conducting the survey. The study helped to modify some of the ques tions. Choices like 'I don't 

know' arc added as ex Ira optioll s w ithin some ques ti ons. So ml' l'x prCSS i{H 1S \Vcre IlIt Hlilicd ill a 

way the youth can understand . On the lirst ques ti onnaire awareness creation on environlllcntal 

issues and HI V/A IDS was res tricted on teach ing young people, howcver, aner the pilot stud y it 

was changed to reaching the cOllllllunity as a who le. This Illod ification is due to the presence of 

some young people who arc participating on adult awareness crea tion progral11 s. The data 

enUl11erators has been tra ined before and aner the pilot stud y and closcly su pervi sed du ring the 

fieldwork. 
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The questionnaire co ll ecti on was conductcd in a timc th crc was go vcrn mcnt e1 ccti on wi thin 

Ethiop ia (Electi on 2005) a nd in which a ttcnt ion to the yo uth was a controversia l issue among 

parties. This somehow affected the willi ngness of few youth to express their 'thoughts freely 

particularly d uring FGOs. T hough, thc researchcr has tri ed to conv ince the infa rm an ts that thi s 

stud y is only for research purposc and is no t a rriliatcd with thc rcccnt politi cal movcmcnt within 

the country, it was not possible to held [,GOs wi th cmployed youths. And faur employed youths 

were interviewed to substantiate thc lOGO with the cm ployed youth. 

4.5. Sampling Design and the Sample 

A cross secti on of young peo ple, aged bctwce n 15 and 24, I'rom a di versc r;lI1 ge 01' backgrounds 

and li ving in differcnt pans u l' the twu kebe les were consulted . A tu la l o r 2XII .yollllg people louk 

part in the study. Purpos ive sampling me thud has been used to draw 207 sample individual yo uth 

for the survey and 73 lOG O partic ipant s. It Was tried to makc thc nu mbcr o r thc youths rrom thc 

different category approx imately cq ual. Thc samc technique has bec n cmpl oyed fu r thc selection 

of key informants as well. 

The rationale in selecting the young peo ple 10 lakc pari In the study was not to select a 

stati s ticall y representa ti vc sam plc or a ll yo ung pcoplc, which arc a ruund 19,633, but tu cnsure 

diversity of coverage across certain key characteri s ti cs. The random sample of yo ung peo ple was 

therefore selected in order to ensure d iversity across a ran ge of crite ri a includ ing age, gendcr, and 

current activity. 

Table 4 .2. Dist ribut ion of Respondents by Cur/ent Activity and Sex. 

Sex of Current A ctivity Total 

the youth School Dropout Student Unemployed Self employed Employed House wife Count % 
Male 15 23 " 35 13 110 53 14 

Female 20 1U 10 11 lJ 1 "' I11j tJlj 

Total Count 41 41 42 46 - ,. 1 20 7 
% 19.8 1 19.0 1 2029 22 22 17 .39 0 10 100 

---

Source. Analysts 01 the Survey 

Table 4 .3. D istribu tion of Respondents by Current Activity and Kebele. 

Sample Current Activity Total 

Kebeles School Dropout Student Unemployed Sel f em ployed Employed House wife Count % 
--_. 

04105 31 9 16 22 27 0 107 5169 
03109 10 32 " 24 9 100 48.31 

Total Count 41 41 42 4. 3. 1 207 
% 19.81 19.81 2029 2222 1739 0 ' . 100 

Source. AnalySIS or the Survey 
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Regarding tbe FGDs, separate sess ions of discussion wcre arranged for youth whi ch are 

unemployed and school dropouts, students, aild self-employed in each kebele, which is a total of 

six discussions. Exceptionally the discussion for the unemployed and school dropouts were made 

together since they both are not engaged in any income generat ing activities and the amount of 

spare time they both for vol untary activities. No discussion was he ld with the el11ployed youth 

due to the refusal or the kebcle to conduct the last I:GD due to the elect ion. Each group included 

10 to 13 individual s during the discussion. 

4.6. Data Processing and Data Analysis 

The data ga thered was analyzed in terlllS or the study object ives alre;ldy designed. The lindings 

from questionnai re survey have mostl y been seen in a sUlllmary I'orm or l'our subgroups namely: 

student, employed youth, unel11ployed youth and school dropouts, and sell' employed. These in 

turn, have been seen in relation with the FGDs and key informant interview results. Generall y, 

tbe process of analysis is carried out by using qualitative desc ription and quantitative ly by using 

descriptive statistics such as perccntagc, and frequency distribution. The survey data has been 

entered into the SPSS 12 Statistical package and the out put has been discussed using tabulation 

and the non-quanti liable ciata (ini'oJ'll1atinn I'rom key inl'nrm;mt interviews, ;ll1d FGJJs) hnve been 

discussed through qualitative description. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 

5.1. Descriptive Analysis of the Sampled Youth 

5.1.1. Discussion of Major Youth Characteristics 

The youths are categorized into five current activities according to their engagement in their day­

to-day life . 'School dropout' youths refer to youths who have terminated formal education before 

reaching grade 12 and are not engaged in any income generating activities. The 'unemployed' 

youths are those who have completed grade 12 and/or have some qualification but are not 

engaged in any income generating acti vities. 'Employed' youths refer to those hi red in private and 

government organizations. 'Self-employed' youths are those who are engaged in petty trading and 

mini income generating schemes by their own. And 'students' refer to youths who are enrolled to 

regular school system during the day shift. The youth are either participating or not participat ing 

and they may be members of youth organization or not. 

5.1.1.1. Size, Age, Sex Distribution, and Marital Status of the Sample Youth 

A total of 207 young people have completed the questionnaire and 73 young people parti cipated 

in FGDs. The youth were selected from two sample kebeles namely Kebele 03/09 and Kebele 

04/05 within Arada sub-city. 

Qut of the total number of respondents who completed the survey, 48.31 % (100) were from 

Kebele 03/09 while the remaining 51.69% (107) were from Kebele 03/09. In comparison to the 

total respondents 23.67% (49) were male respondents and 28.02% (58) were female respondents 

living in Kebele 04/05, while 29.47% (61) male and 18.84% (39) female were li ving within 

Kebele 03/09. The male to female composition of the total sampled group was 53% to 47% 

(Table 5.1). 
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Table 5.1. Distribution of Respondents by Current activity, Kebele & Sex 

Current Activity of 
Kebele 04/05 Kebele 03/09 

Total 
Respondents Male Female Male Female 

Cou nt % Count % Count % Count % Count % 

School Oronout 9 21 .95 22 53.66 6 14.63 4 9.76 41 19.8 1 

Student 5 12.20 4 9.76 18 43 .90 14 34.1 5 41 1981 

Unemoloved 10 23 .81 8 19.05 14 33.33 10 23 .81 42 20.29 

Self emnloved 16 34 .78 6 13.04 19 41.30 5 10.87 46 22 .22 

Emnloved 9 25.00 18 50 .00 4 11.11 5 13.89 36 17.39 

Housewife 1 100 .00 1 0 48 

Groun Total 49 23 .67 58 2802 61 29.47 39 18.84 207 100.00 

Total Count 107 100 207 

% 51.69 48.31 100 
Source. AnalysIs 01 tho Survo)· 

With respect to their age, all the respondents were in the cate go ry or 15 to 24 . Yo un g peo ple of 

age 20 have made larger portion o l'the respondcn ts wh ile respo ndcnt s 01' 15 yc,,,'S old wc re rcw in 

comparison to the other age catego ri es, The mean and median or the age or the youth were 19,66 

and 20,00 with a standard dc viati on 01' 2. 675 (Table 5.2), 

Table 5.2. Distribution of Respondents by Age 

__ ~~h!-O? CO Ullt n/" 

15 11 5 3 1 

16 19 9.18 

17 23 11.11 

18 22 10.63 

19 22 1063 

20 33 15.94 

21 21 10 14 -
22 14 G 7G 

23 21 10. 14 

24 21 10. 14 

Total 207 100.00 
Sovrco . A'lillyslS 0 1 Iho SUlvoy 

The majority of the respondents (93.72%) we re not marri ed, whi ch mi ght be due to th e sampli ng 

age range is limi ted to 15 to 24, in which most yo uths arc no t ge tting marri ed. Eight rcma les and 

three ma\...:s wc!"c IIIi.lrricd w hi ch CUllStit lilc :1 rllll III I ) .~ I IXI ul · thL' S: lIll pk' PllPII I;Ili lJlI w hile I w o 

fe males we re di vorced (Table 5.3). 

Table 5.3. Distribution of Respondents by their Marital Status and Sex 

Marital Status 
Male Female Total 

Count % Count % Count % 
Not Married 107 51 .69 87 4203 194 ~ 
Married 3 14 5 8 386 11 531 
Divorced 0 0.00 2 097 2 097 

Total 11 0 97 207 100.00 
Sourcc. AnalySIS 01 the Survcy 
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5.1.1.2. Educational Status and Current Activity 

About 19.81 % of the youth are school dropouts, 19.81 % are students, 20 .29% are unemployed, 

22.22% are se lf-employed and lastl y 17.39% are employed. Exceptionall y, one young woman 

was found to be a housewife who has termi nated her job to raise her children, which belongs to 

neither of the categories here Crable 5. 1). 

As the educational status of the yo ung people were catego ri zed according their level or education 

at academic level, there were only 4 youth who were illiterate while.48 you th have grad uated in 

various fi elds (a fter completion of grade 12). The larger porti on of the respondents have attained 

educational level in the category or Grade 9-12. With respect to their economic status, the 

educational level of most of the school dropo uts is in the category or Gradc I up to 8 while the 

majority or thc rcspolllkilt s ill the eategurics lilleillpluyed, s cl l ~c lllI'lu ycd ,,, ,,I eillpluyed arc 

within Grades 9- 12 academic status (Table SA and Table 5.5). 

Table 5.4. Distribution of Respondents by their Educational Status and Sex 

Sex Total 
Educa tional Status Male Female Count % 

Illiterate 2 2 4 1 93 
Grades ' ·8 31 29 60 28.99 
Grades 9-12 47 48 95 45 .89 

Certificate Graduates 11 9 20 9.66 

Technical Graduates 6 2 8 3.86 
Diploma Graduates 13 7 20 9.66 

Tota l 11 0 9. 207 100 
Source. AnalysIs ollho Survey 

Table 5.5 . Distribution of Respondents by their Educational Status and Current Activity 

Current Activity Total 
Educational Status 

School Dropout Student Unemployed Self employed Employed Housewi fe Count % 
- - -

Illiterate 0 0 1 1 , 0 4 I !lJ --- --
Grades 1-8 25 17 2 11 5 0 60 28.99 
Grades 9-12 15 21 16 23 19 0 94 45.41 
Certificate Graduates 0 0 10 7 3 1 21 10.14 
Technical Graduates 0 0 6 0 2 0 8 3.86 
Diploma Graduates 0 2 7 5 6 0 20 9.66 

Total 41 41 42 4. 3. 1 207 10~ 
Soureo. Analysis of 1110 Survoy 

5.1.2 . PU "ticipation and th e Sa lll ple Yu uth 

In both the survey questions and the FGDs, questions were included to assess the interest of the 

youth on youth participation and the trend o r current partic ipation. In this rcgard the FGD 

parti cipants indicated that they have an in tc restto be invo lved in yo uth acti vities. 
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5.1.2.1. Perspectives on Youth Participation 

A. YOlIlll's View all Participalioll ill re/alioll 10 Po/ilica/Illvo/vemellt 

To the question whether youth participation is related to po li tical , social or economic activities, 

the majority believe that youth parti cipation has nothing to do with politics rather it has close 

relation to social activi ties and it is somehow related to economic involvement of the youth. 

Acco rdingly, the majority of the respondents, 79.7 1 % believe that youth parti cipation is not 

re lated with politics, while 49.28% respondents they highly relate participation to social issues 

which are of concern to the community and for 48.31 % it is somehow related to the economic 

acti vities (Table 5.6). The hot issue was not as of youth participation was attached to economical 

or social activities rather to politics. If youth perceive youth participation as having an attachment 

with politics, they might refrain from participation particularly in their early years of adolescence 

(Molloy eLa!' 2002:2 1). Thus, their attaclunent of participation to politics highly affects their 

invo lvement in youth activities. 

Table 5.6. Distribution of Respondents' View on Participation 

Youth's attachment of participation 
Not related Somehow related Highly Related 

Count % Count % Count % 

outh participation and politics 165 79.71 32 15.46 10 4.83 

outh participation and social activities 10 4.83 95 45.89 102 49.28 

outh oarticioation and economic activities '9 23.67 100 48.31 58 28.02 
SOUfC8. AnalysIs of the Survey 

On the other hand, a similar figure was observed when the young people were asked whether 

involvement in youth activities necessarily reflects their political stand. In contrast, during the 

interview it was indicated that most youth are refraining from participation within youth 

association since they think that the organization is politically affiliated with the existing political 

system. This was raised during the FGDs and the participants perceiyed that although 

involvement in youth activities has nothing to do with politics the membership in the local youth 

association and being youth representatives of the local youth groups are highly related to their 

political stand. 

Moreover, in the reasons forwarded by the respondents who attach youth participat ion to political 

involvement, 40% of the respondents' attachment is re lated the registration of youth groups at kebele 

and the requirement of activity reports. However, this is not a sufficient reason to consider youth 

participation as affil iated with political involvement rather indicates the lack of awareness of the 

45 



youth about the importance of license to be legal. Thus more or less the youth believe that youth 

participation has nothing to do with politics. 

B. AdliltInitiated versus Youtlt Iuitiated 

On the survey, majority of the respondents have remarked that more youth wi ll be interested on 

participation if youth participation is youth initiated and youth run while a significant number has 

indicated that adult youth partnersh ip is crucial too Crable 5.7). However, during al l the FGDs 

there was hot discussion on the appropriate model of participation and majority of the youth have 

supported the adult youth partnership if the adu lts involve only in giving guidance than being 

members. This is important because the youth lack experience and leadership sk ills while fu ll 

involvement of adults will limit the level of youth participation and over controls the decision 

making power of the youth. The I"eus gruup participants have also indic;iled that the way adults 

think differs from the youth that might create disharmony within a group. 

Table 5.7. Distribution of Respondents according to more attractive Model of youth participation 

Models of Participation Count % 
dull initialed and ~oulh.run activities 2" 12.5Q 

dult rOulh eartnershie "5 31.40 

outh iniliale·d and vouth run activities 116 56 .04 

Total 207 100 
Source. AnalysIs of the Survey 

C. Meauillg of Youtll Participatiou 

The majority of respondents perceive you th participation as an involvement of the youth in youth 

groups/organizations and also to their involvemcnt in activities such as community and 

environment protection (Chart 5.1). The focus groups indicated having a participating in adult 

conferences is morc abstract to thcm and attach participation to single issues such as I IIV club 

activities, environmental sanitation, child right defense and voting. 

E. TIle Uuemployed allll Scltool dropout youtlt II/III I'articil!lltiou 

The group of youth who benelit must out 01' youth participa tio n is the unemployed and schoo l 

dropout youth. However, since they are alrccted due to the economic problems they are 

confronting, they might lose the interest to be engaged in various developmental activ ities. This 

two group of youths constitute 40% orthe respondents while collecting the data. Out of this 68% 

of the respondents has indicated their pos itive understanding towards youth partic ipation. 
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Chart 5_1: Distribution of Respondents based on the meaning they attach to Youth Participation 

-
I don-I k/lo.Y ] 1 % 

Participation in ~ conferences and b 3% 
n-ee~ngs 

Participati()'l in COI1TT1Jni ty acti>J ties & f-------------:----,-, -------;:;---;:-:-;;:-:-;-----:---;---;-.. :-, --:----, I ' 
en>JrOOIl"Elltai proted()'l ~ - r 37% 

P"""P";:;;;;.":~""'''and f---,-..!-. - o.!----. "'----.-. -.~--.-o-"."":--,=·l,'_-__ ._- -,-:;---:,~ --;,----'1 40% I 

Participationinfamty affairswthinhorr.e I -~ 119% 
Ir~------------~ J 

0% 5'% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 

Source: Analysis of the Survey Percentage of Respondents 

The participants of the focus groups has also stressed their engagement in youth part icipation 

saves them from being victims of several addiction and from spending their time in useless and 

unproductive activities. They said though we are unemployed youth participali())1 helps us 10 use 

our potential on something usefirl for ourselves and the community we are living in. However, 

few of them have said that we are fade up of thinking of 'degraded' duties sllch as sanitation for 

which the other participants have responded that environmental protection cannot be limited to 

sanitation only we can involve in planning and designing activities with concerned body if we 

have got the opportunity. Moreover, focus groups held have indicated thaI whatever the level , 

their initiation could open the way for more involvement as well as for creating partnership with 

other institutions. 

5.1.2.2. Level ofInterest and Preferred Youth Activities 

A. Level of Illterest 

Majority of the respondents, 87.92% youth believe that they have role in development by 

changing their surrounding, and their involvement within the society is important. However, 

85.51 % (177) respondents have indicated their interest to participate in various youth activities 

(Chart 5.2). Out of this interested group 52.54% and 47.46% are male and f~ male respectively 

which indicates the interest of male as compared to female is more or less similar and youth in 
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general are interested to be involved. During the FGDs as well thi s interest In developmental 

activities was reflected. 

Chart 5.2: Interest of Respondents 

• Interested 

EJ Nollnleresled 

Source: AnalysIs 01 Ihe Survey 

In comparing the interest of the youth between the two kebeles the proporti on of the interested 

yo uth as well as di sinteres ted yo uth was higher 1'01' Kebelc 04/05. This lack of interes t within 

Kebele 04/05 mi ght be related to the absence of youth act iviti es whi ch was rcmarked by the 

focus groups with expressions such as There is iluthing tu U{(J'(Ic t liS to be involved'. Based On 

their current activity status, higher proportion of' school dropouts and sel f' employed arc more 

interested in youth acti vities wh ile a relatively sma ller proportion of the employed yo uth are 

interested to be involved in youth ac ti viti es (Tabl e 5. X). The em ployed yout h have ex plained their 

less interest 1'0 1' participation due to lack of' tillle 1'0 1' involvements within the cunllllLlIl ity. 

However, during the focus groups held it was indicated that a youth could get time ro r you th 

participation ir a youth has un interest to get invo lved und lack of time is not a good reason for 

not taking part. This is consistent with the 1~let that participution is vO/Ul1twy, and does not 

require a great deal ()/young people's tilJle (Driske ll 2002:39). 

Table 5.8. Distribution of Respondents by Interest of participation and their Current Activity 

Current Activity Interested Not Interested 
Count % Count % 

School Dropout 36 B7 .80 5 12.20 

Student 3' 82 .93 7 17.07 

Unemployed 35 83.33 7 16.67 

Sell employed 44 95 .65 2 4.35 

Employed 27 75.00 9 25.00 

. ~' Iouscwile 1 I OU 00 0 000 

Tolal 177 U5.5 1 JU 14.'1!J 

Sourco Allaly!.ls 01 tl lO Sur'/lly . 

With respect to their age it is observed lesse r proporti on or 17 years olds arc interes ted on 

participation and from Table 5.9 one can sumlllari ze, 80% 0 1' the 15 to 18 year a ids (the legal age 

to vote) and 88% of the 19 to 24 year olds are inte rested on partic ipati on. The 15 to 18 Illi gh t I'cel 

more powerless to get involved (Molloy el.al. 2002 :58) . Dur ing the FG Ds it was indicate that in 

their earli er years young people's interest is conlincd tu activ iti es with in school. As they get older 
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they will be more interested to various activities and they realize the activ iti es outside school 

affects thei r life too (Molloy eLa!. 2002). Generally, substantial group o f yo ung people has 

displayed interest in participation. 

Table 5.9. Distribulion of Respondents by Interest and Age 

Age Interested Not Interes ted 
Count % Count % 

15 11 100.00 0 0 .00 

16 15 78 .95 , 21.05 

17 16 69 .57 7 30.43 

18 18 61.82 , 18.18 

19 20 90 .91 2 9.09 

20 30 90.91 3 9.09 

21 17 80.95 , 19.05 

22 13 9286 1 7.14 

23 18 65.7 1 3 14 .29 

" 19 90.48 2 9.52 

Tota l 177 30 
Source AnalySIS 01 the Survey 

The 58 .15% of the di s interested group identilied lack of resources lur pa rti c ipation as a ke y 

reasons for their low leve l of interest to get in volved while 16. 1 % of them put low acceptance of 

the youth by the community as contributing factor. f'rom the f'GDs the frequent reasoning for 

refrain to kebele related activ iti es was the ollicials (It the kebeles do IlOt /IIuke a diUerence ill ollr 

life and we cannot influence the kebele's decisiun. Thi s may indi cate that the participation or the 

yo uth is not given attention at the grassroots level where the yo uth may have lots of input. 

Generally, the focus gro ups held addressed somc more fac tors contributcd for the lack of in te rest 

and engagement on the part of the youth. These factors include lack of diverse activiti es, routine 

engagement, lack of continuity of the initiated activities, absence of appreciating the initiatives 

made by the youth and absence of sense of ownership on the part of the community for the 

development initi ative made by yo un g people. The yo uths argue that the cOll1/1lL1nity shollid not 01 

leasl do Ihings againsl the activities \Fe (Ire trying to IJerjimll. Thi s mi ght be rela ted to the lo w 

awareness of the community abo ut the contribut ion of youth initiatives and the poten ti al of the 

youth for good. 

B. Level of I ll volvelllell t 

Out of the interested you ths 45.76% indicated that they want to participate in almost all yo uth 

acti vities, 26.55% want to participate particularl y on few activities bcing se lect ive on the types of 

activities, 24.86% are willing to partic ipate by shar ing thei r idea, and the rcmaining 2.4 % orthe 

interested youth are willing to support aClivitics by contributing mone y. More young women 
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prefer to participate in 'rea l' activities (engagement with in the communi ty) than those who wants 

to contribute in sharing ideas wh ile the reverse is true fo r the preference of young men (Table 

5.10). 

Table 5. 10. Distribution of Respondents' Preferred Area of involvement in participation 

Preferred Participation 
Male Femal e Total 

Count % Count % Count % 
In all activities 44 47.31 37 44 .05 81 45 .76 
In few activities 20 21.51 27 32.1 4 47 26.55 
L~hari-;;-- ldeas o~ 26 2796 la 2 1 4 3 44 24.86 

Financial conlribulion onlv 3 323 2 2.36 5 2 .82 
Total 9J 100.00 " 100.00 177 100 .00 

Sourco AnalySIS 01 the Survey 

C. Types of Activities More Attractive to Youth 

The majority of the respondents (85.51 %) have sugges ted that youth act ivi ti es, which generate 

income are highly attractive for the you th while 45.89% have indi cated activities initiated by the 

you th themselves are al so highly attractive. On the othcr hand , I 'J.X I % or the youth havc 

indicated that ad ult supported yo uth activities are not attracti ve lo r the yo uth (Table 5. 11) . This 

might be due to lack of trust and harmony between adu lts and youth to work in partne rship as 

supplemented by the locus groups. 

Table 5.11. Distribution of Respondents' Preferred Youth Activities by attractiveness to ttle youth 

Attractive Activities 
Highlv Attractive Attractive Not Attractive I don't know Total 

Count % Count % Count % Count % Count 
ctivities which brinn channes 76 36 .71 111 5362 15 7.25 5 2.42 207 

Income neneratin" activities 177 655t 22 10 63 , 1 93 -- '- _ _ '_9_3 _ 207 
outh initiated activities 95 45.89 aa 425t 21 \0 14 3 1.45 207 
dult suooorted vouth activities 59 28.50 103 49 76 41 19.61 , 1.93 207 

Source, AnalySIS 01 lhe Survey 

Although, the majority of the you th has pointed that income generating acti vi ties as Illore 

attractive, youth participation is l1oljillal1cial/y relvardil1g Rather it is (I volllntmy and ,,/truistic 

commitment and might also demand giving till1e (lnd mOlley lor activities (Ban'an in Naidoo 

200 1: 1 04). This might contribute for the high rate of refra in on the part of the yo uth and might 

help to imagine the ex tent vo luntary youths in youth organ izations. wh ich are suffe ring li'olll lack 

0[" ["und, arc being Lii scouraged. 

D. Adult illitiated verSl/S YOlltl, iuitillted 

With respect to who initiates anci/o r plays active role in designing activ ities, the best situation ill 

which more you th eali partieipatc was im plied to be whcn thc young people lhclllsclves arc the 
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planners and implementers of activities. This idea was supported by 56% of the respondents 

(Chart 5.3). 

Chart 5.3: Percentage Distribution of Respondents with respect to Type of Preferable 
Participation 

Youth plafY'ing & 
implementing acti~lies by IJj~~ 

lremselves ~ 

Adlils ard youth working as 
partners 

Youth I mplemerting what 
Adults desigred 

0% 

SOUfCO AnalySIS ollho Su<voy 

31% 

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 

Percent<lge o f Respondent s{1 00%) 

60% 

This might be related to the potenti al or you th initiated activities in moti vating the youth to be 

ab le to identify those issucs or primary concern to them and easier to assert their own agendas 

(UN 2004:281). 

5.2. Trends of Youth Pal·ticipatiull within the Sampled Kebeles 

5.2.1. Involvement ill Youth Participation 

Almost half of the respondents (44.9%) havc rcpli ed that they have been participating in youth 

activities previously and somc are still taking part in va rious youth act ivities. This constitutcs 

51% of the young men and 25% of the yo ung women from Kebele 04/05 and 55.7% of the yo ung 

men and 48.7% ofthc young woman from Kebcle 03 /09 (Table 5.12). 

Table 5.12. Distribution of Respondents' Experience of part icipation in Youth Activities by Kebele and Sex 

Kebele 04/05 Kebele 03f09 
Total 

Experience of Participation Male Female Male Fema le 
Count % Count % Count % Count % Count % 

Participated 25 5 1.00 15 25.90 34 5570 19 48.70 93 44 _93 

Never Partlcilli!!09 " "000 43 7" 10 " "" 30 
70 r, 1 :111 114 ~,~ ; 0/ 

Tolal 49 23 .7 58 28 G1 29 .5 39 1U.1I 207 100.00 
I , Source. Ana ~ S 5 of lhe Survey 

Significantly 50% of both the unemployed youth and the se lf cmployed yo uth have takcn part in 

youth participation while only 36% of the employed youth have ever parti cipated Cfable 5. 13). 
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Table 5.13. Distribution of Respondents' Experience of participation in Youth Activities by Current activity 

Current Activity Participated Not Participated 
Count % Count % 

!school Dropout 16 39.02 25 60.98 

!student 20 48.78 21 51 .22 

Unemploved 21 50.00 21 50.00 

!self emploved 23 50.00 23 50.00 

Emploved 13 36.11 23 63.89 

lHousewife 0 0 1 100.00 

Total 93 114 
Source. AnalysIs of the Survey 

5.2.2. Participation in Environmental Pl"Otection and Community Service 

A. Level of II/terest 

The youth were also asked to identify the areas of activities in which they are interested to 

participate. Although there is high interest to participate in HIV and health related activities 

(46.38%) and Environmental protection activities (42.5 1 %) almost more than half of the 

respondents (53.14%) are interested to be involved in community activities sllch as serving old 

people, poor people and orphan children. This might be related to the suggestion at the FGDs that 

the young people believe that thi s group of the community needs someone to help them as 

compared to those who are capable to do things by themselves. Awareness about the need will 

empower them to get involved and to feel their potential to contribute. This is again consistent to 

the fact that feeling powerless decreases their level of involvement (Molloy eU.J. 2002:58). 

More than half of the respondents (54.11 %) are not interested in activities that are performed in 

contact with the kebele (Table 5. 14). This high rate refrain from 'kebele-connected' activities was 

revealed in the way respondents reacted to quest ions related to kebele and during the FGDs as 

well. This is consistent with lack of interest in local government involvement on part of young 

people (Molloy et.al. 2002:4). 

Table 5.14. Distribution of Respondents' Area of Interest 

Areas of Interest 
Not interested Low interest High Interest 

Total 
Count % Count % Count % 

HIV/AIDS and Health Related Activities 29 14.01 82 39.61 96 46. 38 207 

Environmental Protection and Sanitation 31 14.98 88 42.51 88 42 .51 207 

Serving Aged Needy people Orphans 27 13.04 70 33.82 110 53.14 207 
Involvement in Kebeles' Related activities 112 54.11 71 34.30 24 11.59 207 

Youth Entertainment Services 73 35.27 76 36.71 58 28.02 207 
Source. AnalySIS of the Survey 

The result obtained with their participation according to their age is similar to the above trend. 

Exceptionally, a relatively lower interest to participate in activities within kebele is observed in 

the age category 15-17 (Table 5.15) which is consistent with the explanation that young people's 
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level of interest might increase with age as they develop an interest on local issue and as they 

reali ze it will affect their li fe too (Molloy 2002:5,58)_ 

Table 5.15. Percen tage Dist ribution of Level of Interest of Respondents' by Area of Interest 

No Interest Limited Interes t High Interes t 

Areas of Interest 
15-17 18-20 21-24 15-17 18-20 21-24 15-17 18-20 21 -24 

% % % % % % % % % 
HIV/AIOS and Health Related Activities 18.87 16.88 7.79 32.08 36.36 48.05 49.06 46.75 44.16 

Environmental Protection and Sanitation 16.98 16.88 11 .69 39.62 44 .16 42.86 62.26 38,96 45.45 

Servi~ed Need;-;:;-e-;-~e ci;;:;-hans 18.87 10.39 11.69 28.30 35.06 36.36 52 .83 54 .55 51 .95 

Involvement in Kebeles' Related activities 56.60 53 .25 53 .25 35.85 35.06 32<17 7.55 11.69 14 .29 

outh Entertainment Services 32.08 36.36 36.36 28.30 44 .16 35.06 39.62 19.48 28.57 
Source. AnalySIS or Ihe Survey 

B. Currellt Status oj Iuvolvemeut 

Despite the interest of the youth to participate in yo uth activities, it was Co undthat the majority of 

them were not participating_ A rclati vely hi gher invu lvcment uJ" the respundents (35 _27 ')10) 

participated in environmental pro tec ti on and sanitation wh ile 27 .54% of res pondents in vo lved in 

HIY/AIDS and health related acti vities respec ti vc ly_ On the other hand, the same trend oj" less 

participation (13_53%) in ac ti vities within the kc bcle is ubsc rved Cl'able 5.16). Similar 

observation was made in all the FG Ds and the youths ex pl ained \Fe have the interest to he l){Irt oj' 

youth acti vities hut \lie are not cllnel/ tly /J arlici/}(It il/g. Moreover, an in terv iew with YOLi th 

organization leader and a kebele orti eeri ndi eated that the youth arc not in te rested to be acti ve in 

kebele youth acti vities and remarked the hi gh parti cipa tion in the I-IIY related acti vities is 

somehow related to the pocket money being givcn by di fIC rent organ izations duri ng performanee_ 

From this one can infer that youth participation can be arICcted by the nature of monetary benefit 

attached to the acti vities too. 

On the other hand, according to the FGDs and in terv iew, it was indicated that previously there 

were various NGOs giving vari ous traini ng for you ths on I-IIY/A IDS. Thc researcher argues that 

the youth mi ght have hi ghcr awareness on the area ur I II V/A IJ)S related issues due to the 

involvement of different stakeholders on the issue. Thi s awareness mi ght also mot ivate the yo uth 

for more invo lvcment. 13es ilk s, as ur the interview with the yuulh crssueia lion k ader, thuse whu 

have took training are rcsponsible to takc part and train olhers too. This exposllre (l 1Ic! experiellce 

might make easier to ge t in vo lved in thc I-fl Y related acti visls more eas il y (Mo ll oy cud. 2002:6) . 
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Table 5 .16 . Distribution of C urrent involvement of Respondents' by Area of Youth Activities 

Areas of Participation 
Not Participating Som etimes Often 

Tota l 
Count % Count % Count % 

HIVIAIDS and Health Related Activities 150 72.46 37 17.87 20 9.66 207 
Environmental Protection and Sanitation 134 64.73 45 21 .74 2. 13.53 207 

SeNing Aged Needv oeoole Orohans 176 85. 02 19 9. 18 12 5.80 207 
Involvement in Kebeles' Related activities 179 86.47 23 11 .11 5 2.42 207 

outh Entertainment SeNices 174 84.06 20 9.66 13 6.28 207 
SOUfC8. AnalyStS of the Survey 

In almost all the activities young women's level of invo lvement is much lower than the young 

men (Table 5.17). This is most li kely related to the focus group explanat ion (by femak 

participants and male participants who have sisters), that young women are not allowed by 

parents to go out and join youth activities for the sake of security and the higher duties and 

responsibilities they have within the family. 

T able 5 . 17. Distribution of Curren t involvement of Respondents' by Area of Youth Activities and Sex 

Sometimes Sometimes Often Often 

Areas of Participation Male Female Male Female 

Count % Count % Count % Count % 
HIVfAJDS and Health Related Activities 17 18.28 20 21 .51 17 18.28 3 3.23 

Environmental Protection and Sanitation 27 29.03 1. 19.35 22 23 .66 6 6.45 

eNinQ AQed Needy people, Orphans 15 16.13 4 4.30 10 10.75 2 2.15 

Involvement in Kebeles' Related activities 19 20.43 4 4.30 3 3.23 2 2.15 

tyouth Entertainment SeNices 16 17.20 4 4.30 10 10. 75 3 3.23 
Source Analysts of the Survey 

The current level of participation of all respondents in diffe rent age ca tegory is more or less the 

same contrary to the belief that young people's involvement increases with age due to cognitive 

maturity and accumulated experience (Zeldin et.aI.2000:5). However, none of the respondents in 

the age category 15-1 7 have participated in kebele youth activities. 

C. Environmental Protection vis-a-vis Community Participation 

Environmental protection and community participation are the preliminary levels of participation 

in which the youth can take part at grassroots level. In almost all observations mentioned above 

environmental protection and HIV related services are being practiced more and qu ite often. HIV 

related services are one of the community service activities. 

Analysis of the survey has indicated for the existence of an environmental youth groups within 

Kebele 04/05 rather than Kebele 03/09 while the reverse is true in case of community related 

youth groups (Table 5.18). The discussions and interviews made supplemented this result by 

assuring the presence of only one youth group organized by a self initiated youth within Kebele 
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04/05 while the youth association 111 Kebele 03 /09 has been engaging the youth in various 

environmental protection activ ities occasionally. In both kebeles' the Gash Abera Mo ll a project 

was a pioneer one and has give n the yo uth good lessons to be followed in line of environmental 

protection. It is not fu nctioning now. 

Table 5.18. Distribution of Existing Local Youtl1 Group by Type of Activity and Kebele 

Existence of Environmenta l Keb ele 04/05 Kebele 03/09 Total 
Youth G roup 

Count % Count % Cou nt % 
es 40 37.40 45 45 .0 85 41.1 

No 67 62 .60 55 55 .0 122 58.9 
Total 107 51.7 100 48.3 207 100 

Existence of Community 
Service Youth Group 

es 26 24 .30 29 29.00 55 26 .6 
No 81 75.70 71 71.00 152 73.4 

Tota l 107 51.7 100 48.3 207 100.0 
Source. AnalysIs of the Survey 

According to the survey analys is, it seems that there is an initiati ve on clean ing and beautifying 

their surro unding si ncc 43% and 38% o f thc rcsponden ts ha ve indi catcdthat in Kebcle 03/09 and 

Kebele 04/05 respcet ivc ly. The data as a whol e indicates tha t there was Illore 'Ietivity in Kebek 

03/09 as compared to Kebe le 04/05. There seeills there was IllOl'e in volve ment in the area u f 

environmental protce ti on than community activities (Tables 5. 1 'J). lis the I" eus gro up and 

interviews impl ied that in addition to Literature and drama c lub th e Kebelc 03/0'! yout h 

association is currently active in An ti- A IDS club, visiting the I-II Y victims and orphans, in peer­

to-peer education and in organizing var ious discussion on issues related to the yo uth. They were 

also engaged in organi z ing a vacatio n schoo l for the national exam takers within their 

community. The Anti-A IDS c lub consists ono you ths only and there are aro und 350 members of 

the associat ion wh ich might cooperate when the need ari ses. However, the involvement of the 

youth was very low as compared to the need. On the other hand, thc yout hs in bo th kcbeles havc 

argued that the involvement of the youth in bo th ac ti viti es currentl y is almost insignifi cant whil e 

they are will ing to take part. They stresscd thcy need a strong body wh ich organi zes the yo uth fo r 

activities. 

Table 5. 19. Distribution of Services rendered by the Local Youth Group by Type of Activity and Kebele 

Envlronmontal ProtoctlOll Actlvltlos 
KniJolo 0-1/05 Kflbnln OJIOU Tolal 

Count % Co unt % Count % 
Plantinn on Slreets 27 25.2 38 38.0 65 31.4 

leaninn and Beautifvinn 38 35.5 43 430 01 39.1 
Setti~arb-;;-e sites 18 16.8 27 27. 0 45 21.7 
Educa t;;:; the comm~ on Environmental Protection 16 15 30 300 46 22 .2 

Community Service Activities 

Educat;;:; about HIV/AIDS. STDs and Health Issues 21 19.6 28 28 .0 49 23.7 
Heloina the old, Homeless, HIV Victims and Orohans 21 19.6 19 19.0 40 19.3 

rganizing Entertainment Programs Free from Addictive 12 11 .2 24 24 ,0 36 17.4 
Source. AnalySIS of the Survey 
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Almost 79% respondents have indicated the absence of one or both types of activities in their 

local area and proposed some reasons for the non ex istence of environmental and/or community 

activities. Lack of resources for activity and absence of a strong responsible body were two of 

the major reasons li sted by 103% and 66% of the respondents respectively. Moreover, 31 % of the 

respondents have indicated that lack of initiation on the part of the youth was not a reason 

contributing for the non-existence of the activities (Table 5.20). A similar response was given 

during the FODs while the interviews has put lack of interest and initiation of the youth as one of 

determinant factors. 

Table 5.20. Distribution of Respondents' Reasons for the non-existence of local youth groups 

Factors Affecting Establishment of Youth Major Reason Reason Not a Reason I don't know Total 
Groups Count % Count % Count % Count % Count 

bsence at Responsible Body to arQanize 66 40.24 74 45. 12 16 9.76 8 4.88 164 
Negative attitude of Adults on ygulh 36 21.95 89 54.27 30 18 .3 9 5.49 164 
Lack of resources for acti'/ity 103 62.8 45 27.44 14 8.54 2 1.22 164 
Lack of initiation on the sii1e of youth 46 28.05 63 38.41 51 31 . 1 , 2.44 164 , . Allal sis of the Surve Sou ceo y 

5.2.3_ Youth Organizations and Youth Associations 

Hierarchically there is a youth association that is established from regional level down to the 

local kebele level throughout Addis Ababa. On the other hand, there are youth organizations 

estahl ished with a group of young people or initiated by adults who organize tile youth in various 

activities . 

Out of the total respondents 10.6 % and IS.94% are aware of the existence of youth associations 

and/or government offices which have been established to encourage more youth participation in 

Kebele 04/0S and Kebele 03/09 respectively. Less invo lvement of 'youth-serving' organizations is 

observed in Kebele 04/0S as compared to that of Kebele 03/09 (Table S.21). The FODs and the 

interviews have also indicated that the youth association and the kebele administrative unit of 

Kebele 04/05 are not being invo lved in motivating the youth and there are only very few youth 

initiated activities. According to an interview made, the kebele is expected to work with the 

initiated youth activities and through the local youth associations. However, the youth 

associations within Kebele 04/0S have been terminated due to lack of commitment of the leaders, 

which might be the case for less involvement. 
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Table 5.21, Distribution on Responsible Bodies' Involvement on youth participation by Level of Involvement and Kebele 

Organizations! Government Kebele 04/05 Kebele 03/09 

I 
Offices Very AcUve Actiye Not Active I don't know Very Active Active Not Active I don't know 

Count % Icoun 'k 0"" % Icoun % 0"" % 0"" 'k Coun '" 0"" '" J<ebe,e/Clty_ administration offices 0 0.00 '5 68.18 5 2213 2 9.09 6 18.1S 20 50.61 3 9.09 4 12.12 

'Addis Ababa Youth Association Representatives , 4.55 " 59.09 5 22 _1 3 3 13_64 10 30.30 " 33.33 , 3.03 " 33.33 

(Youth Initiatod groups 3 13.64 " 54_55 6 27 .27 , 4_55 9 27.27 " 33,33 5 15.15 8 24.24 

tWOs and/()( CBOs , 4.55 5 22.73 '0 45.45 6 27.27 6 lS.18 " 36.36 8 24 .24 7 21.21 
Source: Anal sis of the SUfVO y 

Seventy three respondents composed of 36.4% from Kebele 04/05 and 34% trol1l Kebele 03/09 

have indicated that they know youth organizations which were terminated due to various reasons. 

Accordingly, the major factor that was identified as a cause for the termination of the youth 

organizations is lack of financial support to youth activities. Moreover, lack of information, skill , 

and too ls for acti vity and lack of support from local kebele were mentioned as major cause by 

significant number of respondents in Kebele 04/0 5 and Kebele 03/09 respectively. Lack of 

support from the community is not mentioned as a major cause since the youth do not perceive 

that the community has a responsibility to engage the youth in different developmental activities 

(Table 5.22). This perception was observed among the respondents in their interaction during the 

survey and during the di scussion in the focus groups. 

Table 5.22. Reasons for the termination of Youth organizations/G roups 

Major Reason Reason Not a Reason I don't know Total 
Factors for Kebele 04/05 Kebele 03/09 Kebele 04105 Kebele 03/09 Kebele 04/05 Kebele 03/09 Kebele Kebele 
Termination 04/05 03/09 

Count % Count " Count % jcoun % jcoun " Icoun " Coun~ 01. 0"" " Coonl 

ess number of 
nterested youth 6 15,38 5 14.71 • 23.08 1. 41 .18 2. 61 .54 15 44 .12 0 0.00 0 0.00 73 
ack of information. skill, 
nd tools for activity 23 58.97 13 38.24 13 33.33 

" 
41.18 3 7.69 6 17.65 0 000 1 2.94 73 

Lack of financial support 2. 74.36 25 73.53 • 10.26 2 5.88 5 12.82 7 20.59 1 2.56 0 0.00 73 
ack of support from 

ocal kebele 16 41.03 17 50.00 17 43.59 7 20.59 5 12.82 10 29.41 1 2.56 0 0.00 73 
Lack of support from the 
community 6 15.38 13 38,24 22 56.41 13 38.24 • 23.08 7 17.65 1 2.56 2 5.88 73 

Source. AnalysIs of the Survey 

Disagreement among youth members was identified as another cause of termination. Though this 

cause was not identified by most of the survey respondents it was mentioned by the focus group 

as one of the major causes of termination. On the other hand, the analysis of the focus groups 

revealed that in addition to disagreement, lack of incentives, mismanagement of the youth 

organization (by the leaders for their own benefit and abandoning the youth group when the 

youth at the management got employed) were mentioned as a cause. According to an interview 

with officials, these problems of leadership had been a major cause for the termination of the 

Youth Associations within 'Previous Kebele 09', 'Previous Kebele 04' and 'Previous Kebele 05'. 
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Currently a youth association that has a chain with Add is Ababa Youth Association office IS 

function ing in 'Previous Kebele 03' area within Kcbcle 03 /09 onl y. 

5.2.4. Support of Formal and Informallnstitutiolls for Youth Participation 

The respondents were also asked as to whethe r va ri ous formal and informal institut ions arc 

providing support Cor youth activ ities around them or contributing in a pos itive way lor more 

participation. 

A. Famify 

Around 80.4% of the respondents arc still living with their parents and thc permission of their 

family for their participation rea ll y mallers. 84.8% of the yo ung men and 75.3% of the yo ung 

women have ind icated that their famil y wi ll give them permi ssion to be in volved in youth 

activit ies. A relatively lower portion 0 1' 15- 17 year olds (75% males and 50% fcmales) expressed 

the willingness of their famil y as compared to the othe r age groups (Tabk 5.23). 

Table 5.23. Distribution of Respondents' Parent willingness for the involvement of their children in Participation by Respondents' Age 

Willingness of Pa rents 
Male Female 

Total 
Age category 15·17 16 ·20 21-24 Group Total 15-17 10-20 21-24 ~0oup2~ ---

Count 15 2. 3' 76 12 30 ,. 61 13. 

Willing Row % 108 20.9 24.5 56 1 86 2 1 G 1:'\7 439 100 00 

Column % 75.0 93 .5 82 .9 84 .8 50.0 882 82 .6 75.3 80.4 

Count 5 2 7 14 12 4 4 20 3' 
Not Willing Row % 14 .7 59 206 4 1.2 35 .3 11 .8 11.8 58 .8 19,6 

Column % 25.0 6.5 17 .1 15.2 50.0 11.8 17 .4 24.69 100 .00 

Count 20 3 1 41 .2 2' 3' 23 81 173 
Total Row % 11 .6 17.9 23.7 53.2 13.9 19.7 13.3 46 .8 100 .00 

Column % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Source. AnalysIs of the Survey 

Accordingly, the young people have proposed the reasons their parents forbid them rrOlll 

participation. Majority of the fem ale rcspondents has put protection from undes irable behav iors 

as a major reason fo r fo rbidding thcm. The reservation or parents to let them invo lvc in yo uth 

activities is related to the reason parents usually priori tize academ ic educat ion than participation 

in youth activities by 36.4% or responde nts. However, the focus group part icipan ts argue that 

parents usually don't give perl1li ss ion lo r those belolV 20 years old and ror kmales. There arc 

youths who failed due to bad peer pressure within youth clubs. In addition to the aloreillentioncd 

factors, their unwillingness might bc re lated to thc lack o f model youth initi at ives alllong those 

groups, whieh are already functioning. I/ tiley sow a yOll/il grollp wilich is a good 1II0deitiley \I'ill 

lei US join theili. TilliS, it lies witil liS to cOl/vil/ce tilelll . 
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B. School 

T he existence of youth act ivities con tri bu tcs for the involvement of students In van ous 

developmental activ iti es . Thus, whether yo uth parti cipati on is give n attention by the schoo l 

management and w ith in the boundaries as onc of schoo l activ iti es wi ll contributc a lot in their 

level of invo lvement and in it iatio n or d iscouragc the youth from participation. 

Chart 5.4: Existence of Youth Group at Respondents School 

Sourco IIn(llysl$ ot 1100 Survay 

A significant number of tire students (70.7%) have indicated the ex istence of yout h ac ti vities in 

whieh the students are acti vc parti cipant (Chart 5.4). T he most common act ivitics wi th in schoo ls 

are environmental care and san ita tion and teaching student abo ut HI V/AIDS Cr able 5.24). The 

focus group has li sted out you th activit ies such as Anti-A ID S, Gu idance and Counseli ng, 

Entertainment and Sports, T rafficki ng, Red Cross , Know Your Country, G irl s' Club ancl Students' 

Counc il in which thcy arc also taki ng part. T hey have rcmarked that mos t sc hoo ls havc these 

clubs and they have mentioned that there is no separate yo uth group on envi ronlllenta l protecti on 

and sanitat ion. S ince there are no clubs fo r environmental protecti on, the activ ity is li m ited onl y 

on sani tation and will be performed once in a while. 

Table 5.24 . Distribution of Youth activities existing a\ Respondents' school by type of activity 

Youth Acti vit ies 
Vas No Total 

Count % Cou nt % Count % 
Environmental care and sanitation activities 16 55. 17 13 44 83 '9 100.00 

tvouth voluntarism and community service , 690 27 93 10 '9 100.00 

Helping Ihe old, tile homeless, HIV Victims and orphans , 690 27 93. 10 _'_9_ 100 UO 

eaching students about HIVfAIDS and other health issues 19 65 52 10 3448 '9 100.00 
Source Anal SIS 01 U10 s urve 

59 



Students who are attending in schools without youth activities were asked ror the probable 

reasons. Majority of the students have indicated lack of interest of the school management staff 

and teachers to encourage youth involvement as a major reason (Table 5.25). The focus groups 

have also pointed that if the teachers at school are interested on youth participation they can give 

guidance, motivate students, and create awareness among parents . The lack of interest on the part 

of the teachers might be due to the custom teachers prioritize education than invo lvement. 

Table 5.25. Distribution of Respondents' Reasons for the absence of Youth Groups at their School 

Major Reason Reason Not a Reason I don't know Total 
Reasons ount % Count % Count % Count % Count % 

ack of interest of school management in youth participation 6 50.00 3 25.00 3 25.00 0 0.00 12 100.00 

No responsible body 3 25.00 4 33.33 4 33.33 1 8.33 12 100.00 
ack at interest on the side of students 2 16.67 4 33.33 5 41 .67 1 8.33 12 100.00 

I is f I Source. Ana ys 0 he S ~. 

Although half of the participants are members of youth clubs at school, the focus group 

participants have indicated that the majority of students at school are not participating in youth 

activities. Lack of interest of the students was due to some reasons identified during the 

discussion. These were: participation is perceived as an activity which saps their study time; 

almost all activities and rehearsal times are being perfonned after schools and during weekends; 

the students lack information on the club activities being performed within the schools; and 

family also won't give them permission to stay at school on extra curricular acti ': itics. 

B. Work Places 

Only II % of the employed young people have indicated the existence of youth activities at their 

work places (Chart 5.5). This wi ll affect the involvement of the youth to be invo lved in various 

youth activities and depletes the benefi ts they might get through participation. 

Chart 5.5: Existence of Youth Groups at Respondents' Work Places 

No ,,% 
Source: Analysis of the Survey 
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The major reason identifi ed for lack of intcrcst on the part of the employed youth is due to 

absence of a responsible body that will organize the youths to' participate in youth act ivit ies 

(Chart 5.6). 

Chart 5.6: Reasons for the Absence of Youth activities for 
employed youth 

Youth activity are lor the 
une"l,loyed 

Soutc() Anll ly $'~ o f llil) Sur-m y 

- ~----~~~-- ---~-----

47 0 

38% 

0% S% 10% lS% 20% 2S'I'. 30'1'. 35% 40'/0 45% 50% 

Percentago 0 1 RespondenL'l 

Within the survey, it was rcmarked that the employed yo uth arc too busy to participate in youth 

activities. And the focus groups held has pointed that when you ng people got job they will 

automatically stop being a member of youth groups. They said youth activities are considered 

only for those who doesn't have job and it is more related to spcnding the ex tra time in some 

activities rather than the benefits the youth and the community draw from yo uth participation. 

C. Local Adl1lil/isll'lllive VI/it (Kebele) 

As the result of the data analysis so far indi ca tes that the attitude ol'the res pondents' towards th e 

kebele is very ncgat ive. In almost a ll the focus groups hcl d , thc kcbcle is c riti c ized lar lillie 

attention giving to the issues of the yo uth. 

The kebele as a local authority should havc a contribution in tlr c in vo lve ment of the you tlr . 

Accordingly the respondents we re askcd lar the typcs of support being provideci by the kcbele. 

The majority of the responcients have indicated that no (inaneial support and follow-up was 

provided through the kebele while limited support is given throug h training and inlarmation 

provision (Table 5.26). From the intervicw with kebele officials, it is indicated that there is no 
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budget allocated fo r yo uth activities, except the fund they have got fo r sport acti v ities recentl y. 

The officers have stressed that the absence of a separate body fo r the case of youth has weakened 

their capacity to work with the youth and affected thc susta inability of youth initiatives . The 

Population Participation and mobilization office is rcsponsible to a ll eBOs ini t iated and 

established by the res idents of the kebe\es. This makes the office too busy to give due attention 

particu larl y for the youth. They might initiate some acti viti es w ith the youth and it might not be 

possible to m ake a follow up and ensure sustainability. 

Table 5.26.Distribution of Provision of Support by Type and Kebele 

Kebele 04/05 Kebele 03/09 
Typo of Support Provided I don't Limited 

High Support Limited Support No SU) lOrt know High Support Su )port No Su )port I don't know 

Count % Count % Count % Coun % Count % Coun % Count % Count % 
Financial support and Follow 

"' 9 84 40 374 " 42 .1 13 12.10 10 10.00 27 27 .00 45 5.00 18 18.00 

raining, workshops and 
Information 7 6.5 54 50 .5 35 32.7 11 10.30 9 9.00 54 54 .00 21 1.00 16 16.00 

ools for activity 8 7.5 35 32 .7 53 495 11 10.30 9 9.00 44 44 .00 30 30 .00 17 17.00 

PromotinQ the youth qroups 7 65 24 22.4 60 56 .1 16 15.00 25 25.00 22 22 .00 33 33.00 20 20 .00 
Sourco. AnalySIS allha Survey 

E. NOll Govemlllelltal Orgallizatiolls (NGO~) 

[n the absence of a s tron g local authority to organize the yout h, the majo r respons ibility of 

working with the youth fall s on thc hand of loca l and intcrnati ona l NGOs. In Kebc\c 04/05 NGOs 

provide limited financial support while th cy provide a re lati ve ly hi gher support within Kebele 

03/09 . In both kebe\es the prov ision of too ls for activity and training is ve ry limited Cf ab le 5.27) . 

Accordin g to focus groups held th e NGOs arc wo rki ng on III V rc lated ' Ic tivities and th cy arc 

training indi vidual yo uths than you th g roups . Moreove r, they a re no t work ing constantl y on the 

cases of the youth it is something they are be ing engaged once in a wh il e. The leader of the onl y 

youth assoc iation wh ich is functi oning (Previous Kebcle 03) has po inted there is no NGO which 

is working and supporting them currentl y. 

Table 5.27. Distribution of Provision of Support by NGO by Type and Kebele 

Kebe le 04/05 Kebe le 03/09 
Type of Support Provided 

Hiqll Su )port Li mited SU) lOrt No Support I don't know HI( II Su )port L1mite(t Supp ort No Su Jport I don' t know 

Count % Count % Count ~. Count ~ Cou nt % Count % Count % Count % 
Financial support and Follow 

"' 20 16.7 44 41.1 " .~ 9 ~ 31 31 OU 26 20 .UO 20 2U.00 23 23.UU --
raining, workshops and 

In formation 25 23.4 47 43 .9 25 23.4 10 9.30 23 23 .00 37 10.00 16 1600 24 7.'1 .00 

ools for activity 18 16.8 48 44 .9 31 29 10 9.30 22 22.00 32 32 .00 24 24.00 22 22 .00 

Promotinq the youth qroups 11 10.3 19 17.8 53 49.5 24 22.40 19 19.00 29 29 .00 24 24 .00 28 28 .00 , I ; 1 h N Sou ce. Anaysso \ eSu ey 
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Beside the negative attitude of the youth towards the kebe le, the kebe les do not have the capacity 

to provide financial support, tools for acti vi ty and to organize yo uth activ ities. However, in Table 

5.24 above, it was indicated that kebele's in volvcment as a li nk betwccn the youth and NGOs is 

not observed. The kebcle should work with NGOs in promoting the local yo uths' initi ativcs so 

that various NGOs take part in co llaborati ng wi th the you th . 

F. COllllllul/ily Based Orglll/izaliol/s (CBO~) 

There is almost no support provided by eBOs such as 'iddirs', 'iqubs', churches and mosques 

(Table 5.27). The focus groups held have clarified the eBOs could have a role in organi zi ng the 

youth if they arc initiated to do so . Thc ideas rorwarded by most of the parti cipants ind icatc that 

since most 0/ our parents are part a/CBOs, it is easier /or the youths to have partnership and to 

build trust with adults with in the CJJOs il1 their luca/ilY and the adulls con reach the yuuth and 

initiate them easily. Moreover, as a residents u/the local area the lIIelllbers a/CBOs can benefit 

a lot in initiat ing and supporting youlil activilies. Although the e llOs arc not capable to provide 

financi al support, they can initiate the yo uth living with thcm to take part in yo uth pa rti cipation 

and rewardcd by thc pos iti vc outcomes the pa rti cipa ti on brings 10 the surroundi ngs. 

Table 5.27. Distribution of Provision of Support by CBO by Type and Kebele 

Kebele 04/05 Kebe le 03t09 
Type of Support Provided High Sup ort Limited Support No Su )Ort I don't kn ow High SU:lport Limited Su pport No Su Jport I don't kn ow 

Count % Count % Count % Count % COUllt % Count % Count % Count ~ 
inancial support and Follow 

"0 0 0 9 6.4 77 72 21 19.60 5 5.00 11 11.00 52 52.00 32 32 .00 
raining, workshops and 

Information 0 0 " 10.3 75 70 .1 21 19.60 3 3.00 6 8.00 53 53.00 36 36.00 

ITools for activity 0 0 10 9 .3 75 10 22 20.60 4 4.00 9 9.00 50 50.00 37 37 .00 

PromotinQ the youth QrOUDS 2 1.9 6 5.6 7' 692 25 23.40 7 7.00 5 5.00 51 51 .00 37 37.00 
Source. AnalySIS 01 the Survey 

5.2.5. Level of Awareness 

A. Yo lith Policy 

Youths should be aware of the duties and respons ibi lities set by the government for their 

participation to be meaningful. The yo uth po li cy has impli ed tha t the invol Vl: lll~nt or siglli licanl 

number of youths during the design allli ro rlllul ation urthe yo uth poli cy (MYSe 2004:8). 
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Chart 5.7: Awareness of Respondent Youth About Youth Policy 

No Youth Policy 
70% 

Source: Analysis of the Survoy 

Youth Policy 

30% 

Seventy percent of the rcspondent yout hs have never heard about the yo uth policy (Chart 5.7) . 

According to an interview with the kebele o rri cia ls and leadcr of the yo uth assoc iat ion they sa id 

we have just heard abuut it but never seell or read if. On th~ ~u ntra ry, a lmust I <)'Yu ur th~ yu uths 

who have hcard about the yo uth policy indi cated that they hea rd abuut it thruugh th~ ir l u~a l 

kebele. Th is implies that they won't have sunicicnt awarc ncss about thc po li cy since the o l'li e ials 

themselves don't have either, as of the interview. The maj ority of the 'pol icy-informed' yo uths 

have indicated that they heard abo ut it through school and mass med ia Crab le 5.28). Ho wever, 

according to the foc us groups held almost al l the youths who sa id we know about the policy 

know more of its ex istence than its conten!. Th us, majo rity o r the yo uth clo n't know what the 

government has designed for them as we ll as the ir duty and responsibil ity as a youth and how 

they can contribute in the developmental proccss. 

Table 5.28. Distribution of Respondents' Awareness about the Youth Policy 

Awareness Through Count % 
Family 5 7.81 

IschoollMass media 39 60.94 

Kebele 12 18.75 

outh orqanizations & qrouos 6 9.38 

Office 1 1.56 

rota I 6; 100.00 

Sour co: Allalysis ollho Survey 

Thirty eight percent of thc responde nts who arc mcmbers or yo uth organizations and who know 

about the policy have respo nded their youth group has cont ri buted on design and fo rmulat io n of 

the youth policy. And 43% of the respondents are not sure whethe r their group has took part in 

the design and form ul at ion orthe po li cy (Chari 5.8). 
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Chart S.B: Respondent Youth's Participation in the 
Youth Policy Design 

J don't know 
43% 

Sourco Analysis 01 tho Survey 

No 
19% 

Out of the respondcnts w ho have confirmcd the contri bu ti o n or their gro up in the design pointed 

that their involvement was in discussing the published youth policy whi le the remaining 37.5% 

has been involved in the policy design befo re it is issued (Chart 5.9). 

Chart 5.9: Participation of Respondent youth's group in the Youth 
Policy 

Contributing ideas 
before the policy is 

issued 

In evaluation of the 
written document 

Sou/co AnalysIs 01 the Survoy 

0% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 

Pe,unilge o ' Responllenl 

70% 

However, discussion of the pub li shed policy could not bc cons idered as a contribution o r the 

responden t youths in design rather it may be taken as a scheme of awareness creation among the 
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youth . It should be noted that theoretically all the youth should be aware of the national youth 

policy (UNESCO 2004). 

B. Awareness on Governmental Youtlt Organizatiolls 

Y ollng people should be aware of partner organizations, which are assigned to work on the affairs 

of the youth. Though there are several organizations the youth may be expected to identify the 

most common ones organized at the regional and national level. Accordingly, 58% of the 

respondents have heard of the youth association, which is active in their local area while 66% 

have heard about Ministry of Youth, Sports and Culture (Table 5.29). 

Table 5.29. Distribution of Respondent's Awareness about Government Youth Related Organizations 

Organizations Yes No Total 
Count % Count % Count % 

ddis Ababa Youth Association 85 41.06 122 58.94 207 100.00 

local Branch of Addis Ababa Youth Association 121 58.45 86 41 .55 207 100.00 

Ministry of Youth, Culture and Sports 137 66.18 70 33.82 207 100.00 
Source. AnalysIs of the Survey 

The above sections on awareness demonstrate a lot should be done to increase the awareness of 

the youth towards youth policy and the organizations, which might help them to work with them. 

5.2.6. Challenges of Youth Participation 

There is almost an indication of various challenges encountered by the youth and 'supporting 

bodies' to have a genuine and effective youth participation. The challenges identified here fits 

particularly for environmental protection and community activities while they might be similar to 

the challenges encountered by various youth in itiatives. The challenges are categori zed into two: 

those challenges the youth and those challenges youth groups/initiatives are facing. 

Lack of resources for participation and the addiction of the potential youth as a major challenging 

factor were mentioned by 64.73% and 36% of the respondents respectively. On the other hand. 

absence of encouraging adults and youth organizations and little attention given to youth 

participation were indicated as major challenges by 57% and 36% of the respondents. Poor 

attitude of the youth towards youth participation was not rated as a challenge by 65% of the 

respondents (Table 5.30). The focus group held also indicated that the unemployed youth are 

highly discouraged because of their critical economic problems and participation is more of a 

luxury to them as their day to day life is at stake. Moreover, during the interview it was 

mentioned that the high ambitiousness of the youth to get an immediate change as soon as they 
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started involvement leads them to di scontinue their engagement. In bct according to thc 

interview the changes are very sluggish and even unobservable 1'01' a wh ile. 

Table 5.30. Challenges of youth participa tion from the View of Respondents 

Major Challenge Not a 
Factors limiting youth participation Challenge Cha llenge I don't know ota l 

Count % Cou nt % Count % Count % Count 

Factors on the oart of the vouth 
Poor altitude of the youth towards oarticioation 26 12.56 98 47.34 65 31.40 18 8.70 207 

Lack of resources for oarticioation 134 6473 56 27 .05 14 6.76 3 1.45 207 

outh are victims of va rious addiction 75 36.23 73 3527 51 24.64 8 3.86 207 

limited number of youth imitated activities 49 23 .67 114 55 .07 37 17.87 7 3.38 207 

Outside factors 
~ --

Nenative attitude towards the vouth 47 22 .71 107 51 .69 46 22 .22 7 3.38 207 

little attention is oiven to vouth oarticioation 75 36.23 91 43 .96 33 15.94 8 3.86 207 

bsence of encouraoino adults and vouth oroanizalions 118 57,00 57 27 .54 24 11.59 8 3.86 207 
Source: AnalysIs ot the Survey 

In addition to the above challenges youth organizations are al so facin g lack of fi nancial support 

(73.43%) and lack of information , skill, and other re sources lo r activity (5 1.69%) were indicatcd 

as major challenges 1'01' thc youth organizations to be ac ti ve and e lTcctivc. Iksidcs, 39.11%, ol'thc 

respondents, who are members of various youth organizations, did not mcnti on lack of interest 

among the youth as a challengc at all. Crable 5.31). 

Table 5.31. Cha llenges faced by youth organizations/Groups from the V iew of Responden ts 

Challenging Factors MaTor Challenae Challenge Not a Challenge I don't know otal 
Count % Count % Count % Count % Count 

Less number of inte rested vouth 19 9.18 99 47 .83 81 39.13 8 3.86 207 
Lack of information, skill. and tools for acliyity 107 51 .69 84 40 .58 12 5.80 4 1.93 f-M-
Lack of financial s~ort 152 73.43 41 19.81 10 4.83 4 1.93 207 
Lack of sunnort from local kebele 78 37.68 88 42 .51 31 14.98 10 4.83 207 
Lack of suooort from the community 59 28.50 106 51.21 34 16.43 8 3.86 207 

Source. AnalysIs of Ihe Survey 

5.2.7. PI"ospects of Youth l'a ... icipalioll 

In spite of all the challenges aforementioncd , there are still positivc sides on wh ich the 

governmental and non governmenta l organization as well as instituti ons can wo rk on. As of the 

results of the survey and the lOGOs held have strongly remarked that the yo uth is willing to take 

part in youth participation. The cxistence of se lf initiated yo uth is al so an exemplary action , 

which should be motivatcd, and othcr interested youths can he supportcd to I(,l lqw this 111odel. 

The youth are also aware or the partncrship they should have with adults to ha ve elfcctive 

participation. The cstabl ishment of yo uth associations at grass root leve l can help to pcrll)],]11 a lot 

with all the youths throughout the sub-city. Moreover, the youth association at thc Addi s Ababa 
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level has a good contact with those at the regional level , which in turn have a frequent contact 

with local level associations. This strong hierarchical relation can be used to mobilize the youth 

fo r engagement in environmental protection and community serv ice acti vities as well as to 

organize the potential NGOs and institutions towards achieving genuine youth participation. The 

existence of a number of schools within the sub-city can be used to guide students, school 

dropouts and out of school youths towards genuine participation as we ll as to instill a sense of 

voluntarism to serve the community they are living in. The design of the youth policy implies the 

new attention being given for the issues of the youth . Its existence will also he lp a lot in 

awareness creation and mobili zing of formal and informal institutions. There are also new 

initiatives such as the recent move by the Addis Ababa Youth Association to mobilize university 

students in teaching other high school students during their vacation. This implies that the move 

from highly sport and culture centered youth activities to other community activities and 

voluntarism. The aforementioned prospects together with more co ll aboration on the part of 

stakeholders can lead to genuine participation. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1. Major Findings of the Study 

The active involvement and genuine pa rti cipation uf you ng pcuple in cnvirun lncnlal allli 

community service is affected in various ways and through various factors. These factors arc: the 

awareness and understanding of the yo uth about youth participation; the awareness of the 

community about participation; the interest of the youth; the performance of the already exis ting 

youth organization; the support of formal and informal institutions to the young people and the 

awareness of the youth and the community about the strategies, policies and government 

initiatives in the issue of the yo uth are the areas covered within thi s study. 

The key findings of the study conducted can be summarized as follows: 

• Regarding their understanding about youth participation, the maj ority of the youth have 

indicated that for them youth participation is not rclatcd with politics. Although they 

m ent iolled the gap or 1111<lcrslalldill}J. he l WtT Ii :l(lll1ls :1I1d YOIIIIjJ, IH·( lpk . liw.v ~;l ill iw ii l'v(' 

that partnership between ad ults and youth is crucial for the success of youth initiativcs. For 

40% of the respondents youth participation means being in volved in )"l luth organi/.atiOils 

while for the other 37'10 it was more of involveJl)ent on s illglc issue act ivi ti es 

(implementation level) such as environmental protection and community service activities 

leaving out being representative in adult conferences from rea lm of part icipat ion. The 

majority of the youths have also indicated that more beller participation can be eneourageJ 

by making the youth the des igner and implementers of their own acti viti es and cva luatu rs 

of organization serving them. 

• Regarding the interest of respondents 87.92% of the responJents believe that they have a 

contribution in development process wh ile 85.5 1 % arc interested to parti cipate in var ious 

developmental activiti es . 45.76% of the respondents arc wi lling to participatc in al l you th 

activities . The interest w ith respect to sex and age is more or less similar. Larger port ion 

(53.14%) of the respondents are interested to take part in community activ iti es such as 

helpillg ciders, IH.":cdy peopk and v II1I H' rahl l' c1lildrl'll. (; l' lll'r:dl y, 1:Jd, III illk l'c.';l ( II] kd H'1c 
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rela ted acti vit ies IS highly obse rvcd. Higher invo lvemcnt (35.27%) of respondents IS 

observed in environmental protection. 

• W ith respect to level of partic ipati on, higher parti cipati on and interest of yo uth 

participati on is observed in Kebe le 03/09 where there is a relati ve ly higher initia ti ve. 

Females are Icss pa rti cipa ti ng as cO l11pared to l11 ale respondents which was ex pla ined lor 

the unwillingness of their parents to pe rmi t [or parti cipati on fo r the sake o f sccurity and 

higher responsibi lit ies withi n home. 

• Most of the yo uths perceive that yo uth part icipation is an act ivity by students, the schoo l 

dropouts and unemployed youths; and even the ones invo lved has terminated their 

voluntary partic ipati on when they got hi red. This percepti on has also contribu ted fo r very 

few numbers of employed you th partic ipants. 68% of thc unemployed youth and the school 

dropouts have indicated that bcing participant of yo uth activit ics bcncflts them by 

engaging in deve lopmental acti viti es than be ing vul nerable to va ri ous add ictions and social 

evils. 

• There is no sufnc ient support and encouragel11 ent be ing g ive n on the pa rt o f loca l ke bcle, 

other government organi zations, NGOs and e llOs cu rrent ly. T here is no st run g 

collaboration among them, which can be supporti ve fo r yo uth initi a ti ves. 

• Although youth respondents did not ment ioned lack of interest as a majo r challengc, it was 

a case mentioned by those who are working wi th the yo uth . Respondents have indi cated 

some fac tors contributing fo r lack of interest. T hesc are low accep tancc of you ng people by 

the communi ty, lack of support for yo uth init iat ives, lack of diverse activi ti es and lack of 

sustainab ility o f yo uth in iti ati ves. 

• Lack of sk ill , informati on and resources [o r pa rticipation and the youth as victil11 of 

various social ev il s are me ntioned as cha ll enges on the part o f the yout h. On thc other 

hand, absence of encouraging adu lts, lack of support , few nUl11bers of youth activities and 

absence of strong responsible body to encourage parti ci pat ion are major factors lim iting 

the overa ll situation of yo uth partic ipatio n. 

• At schoo l, lac k of a wareness abo ut club act iviti es allli the di k nllll a t"'lt be ing itt vu lved 

will a ffect students academic performance has cont ri bu tcd for less part icipation of 

students. 
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• On the other hand, 73.43% of the respondents have indicated that lack of financial support 

is the major chall enge for youth organ izations, wh ich was one of the major reason for 

termination of most youth initi atives . Disagreement amo ng youth group members is also a 

reason for termination. 

• Lack of awareness of the youth on the ir contribution on environmental issues, on the 

policy issues and government initiatives are the othcr challenge in promoting yo uth 

participation. 

6.2. Conclusions 

The youth has a crucial role in de ve lopment, which can be so lely reali zed through their genuine 

and active participation in areas that affec t thci r life and the community at large. Youth 

participation contributes for healthy all rounded yo uth development as well as for dynamic 

changes within the community, making it our greatest hope jor lasting social tram/onnation 

(Mokwena 200 1 :29). Voluntary work and community service is central to the development of 

yo ung people 's sense of respons ibility and autonomy in becoming social actors. The principle of 

creating real opportunities lor participati on appears to be linked lirst, to the necess ity o f nlaking 

assessments of the concrctc contribu ti ons young pcople can make or arc potentially capable of 

making if given the guidance. Second ly, the comllluni ty has to Icarn to bc crcativc in their needs 

for young people's contributions. The approaches made to partici pate the youth should not be 

'non-participating forms' which limit the full involvement and the dec ision making power of the 

youth. 

Based on this study the interest of yo ung people and engagelllent of youth initiatives is confined 

to implementation level on area of environmenta l protection and community se rvice. Although 

this should be extended to other more invo lvi ng leve ls such as dec ision-making and planning, 

government and NGOs can build on these initi atives for promoting more youth invo lvement in 

these area. Moreover, young people's limited awareness about yo uth the environment and 

HIV/AIDS w ill make the extent of support demand from institut ions re lative ly lesser than starting 

over on other areas of involvement. Accordingly, a youth act ivity in which adults will be partners 

:will be preferabl e for sustain"bilit y of Ihe initiatives through transfer of knowl edge of "dults. 

which in turn leads to yo uth-l ed in itiat ives. Mo reover, e lJ Os can be used to reach the yo uth at the 

local level ami to incrcase the co ntribu tion of adults. 
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Lack of interest on the part of the yo uth and o ther wrong perception of the youth are o ften 

mentioned for the reservation of the yo uth frol11 parti c ipation.· Rather findin gs of thi s stud y 

revealed that their lack of skill and resources and the addicti on o f Illany unclllploycd and school 

dropouts are more challenging to yo uth participation than their low interest and unwillingness. II 

is also indicated that youth parti cipati on is hi ghl y a ffected by factors such as low acceptance o f 

young people; lack of support of local go vernment , NGOs and CBOs; lack of informati on; and 

absence of a strong body facilitating youth parti c ipati on. Routine engagement and limited 

diversity of youth acti viti es within yo uth organi zations has also contributed for less in vo lvement 

of youths . 

The attention given by the local government to youth pa rti cipation is low which is indicated by 

the absence of budget allocation and absence of a strong responsible body on the issue of the 

youth. The collaboration among governmental and non-governmental o rgani zations to encourage 

the youth for participation is very limited. Some functi oning body such as yo uth associations and 

few youth initiated groups arc active whilc thcre is no conduc ive en vironl1lcnt I(lr l1lorc cfJecti ve 

participation. The awareness oj" the youth and the community about youth partic ipation is al so 

very low. This explains the cha ll enges and the scene 01" youth part icipati on. 

Although the challenges point towards the urgent a ttention that should be gi ven by all 

development actors, the way lorward is still hope ful that cal ls lor all stakcholders to coll abo rate 

and embrace thi s neglected part of the society in whom huge potential for sustainable 

development is avail able . The youth's awareness o f their contribution, though in a limited way; 

their will ingness and interest to be invo lved ; their awareness on the need of adult partnership ; the 

already existing youth initiatives; the presence o r number o f CBOs and schools as a channel for 

promotion of youth participation; establi shment of youth association at the local level with good 

hierarchical contact and the ncw universal shift to wards youth arc thc bri ght s idcs to work OIl. 

Moreover, more investigation of the chall enges the yo uth fac ing to take the initiative as we ll as 

the approaches in which more yo uth will be encouraged fo r vo luntari s l1l should be identifi ed. 

6.3. Recommendations 

Bas!:!d on the findings o r thi s s tud y, the foll owing recommendations co uld be made : 

• Though there has been some !:! ITort by the gove rnment to help yo uth to be in vo lved in 

developmental activities, s till large potent ial of the youth po tenti al remains untapped. 
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Government, NGOs, and CBOs should work in partnership by embracing the you th to 

bring genuine youth participation. Morcover, awarcness creation about the role o f adults in 

youth participation for ad ults, particularl y for members of CBOs, is also cruci al. In 

partnership with young people, authoriti es should therefore develop systems, which 

encourage and validate vo luntary youth activity within the community, in the formal 

education system and also in various organi zations. 

• In most places there is observed absence of strong res ponsible body to encourage and work 

on participation of the youth. This shou ld be put into considerati on for withou t it there 

won't be an organized and efTectivc youth parti cipat ion rather yo un g peo pl e's participation 

will be fragmented. Thus, assigning a strong responsible body at the local level, and 

allocation of budget for youth activity initiatives shou ld be reconsidered . 

• The implementation of the policies and strate gies outlined by the government can be 

achieved through provision of youth related information to youth , parents and to the public 

as a whole; incorporating yo uth creativity enhancement programs to the educationa l 

system; supporting establislnllcnt and expansion 01 ' yo uth clubs in cvcry luca lit y; ,,,,d 
through facilitating ways fo r international participation 01' the youth as experience sharing, 

• The local government should wo rk with the youth themselves and a lso should act as a link 

between the youth and NGOs, C[lOs and reso urceful persons, This might change the 

negative attitude of young people about the local kebcle. 

• The involvement of the yo uth in most cases is on single iss ues and often at the 

implementation stagc. Howcver their voice should be part of the dcs ign and formulation o f 

various strategies and policies which affect their life, Particularl y, the youth should bc part 

of monitoring and evaluation process o f policies designed for them as we ll as shou ld 

contribute in the amendments to be made, 

• Youth empowerment is also the bcst st rategy to promotc young pcople's in vo lvcment and 

to participate them in planning and implementatio n o f develo pmenta l activ ities .. Mo re 

awareness creation on the yo uth policy as well as the government's initiati ve on the issues 

of the youth should be g iven due attention so that the youth will identify their duti es and 

respons ibiliti es as citizens. On this area , mcdia could playa big ro le too. Tra inings and 

workshops o n youth participation, vo luntari sm, on different li fe skills, and on issues like 

STDs, 1-II V/AIDS, and cnvirollll1ental protection should be preparcd to 1lI0tivate thc youth 
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and to equip them for participation. Th is might change the altitude of the community and 

the youth on participation. 

• Youth development as a new area of field and approach should be given more emphas is 

since it encourages the you th to sec the potential they have, preparing them fo r more 

energetic and genuine participation. Approaches on the fie ld of yo uth deve lopment should 

be adapted to specific po liti ca l and soc io-economic condition of the youth in Ethiopia and 

be used as a gu ide fa r you th partic ipat ion. 

• Young People's Recol11mendation: the yo uth themselves have suggested points wh ich 

might help for more participat ion such as, inform ing young people in an interes ting and 

accessible ways usi ng school educational system, media, posters, yo uth clubs and youth 

forums; selling a strong loca l representative with in the community wh ich is respons ible for 

the youth initiatives and fac ilitates their part icipation; a body which builds partnership 

between young people a nd CBOs as we ll as resource persons; and creating mo re regu lar 

and on go ing opportunity for participation since participati on should be a continuous 

process . 

• Further research is nccded in this area on a la rgc sca le which is impurtant due tu the lack uf 

studies on this area and the immense advantagc of invol ving the yo uth in the develupment 

process . The researcher has found out some areas more wide to be explo red and 

recommends other researchers to ca rry out an in-depth exp loratio n on placi ng the you th at 

the center o f the deve lopment process. These areas are chall enges of invo lving the youth in 

decision making; youth part icipation in loca l gove rnme nt ; cha llenges of vol untari sm; 

challenges o f yo uth organi zations and yo ut h-l ed activities; and promotion of you ng 

people's invo lvement particularly yo ung women's invo lvement arc some of the areas which 

are open for more study. 

Generally, youth sho uld be given ample opportu ni ty to partie ipak in the pulitica l, SOC iU­

economic and environmental decision-making process at nati ona l, reg iona l, zona l, and local 

levels. Provision of these opportunities is related wi th so lving the problems of the youth, 

empowering the yo uth, giving the m voice in decisions that maller to their li ves and on making 

researches on yo uth issues and on yo uth devclo pment. 
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APPENDICES 

Appendix 1: Dimens io ns o f Youth Parti cipatio n 

Chi ldren in 
Charae 

. ,... ,...- ~ 

Shared 
Dccisioll - Makin~1 

Consultation PARTICIPATION 

CTOkenisr:J 

Cecoratro":) Manipulation 
and Decoptlon 

IncrooRin{l inlornr: lioll nlHI r.oll:lhnrntion willl ll\ o COU HlHHlitv 

Figure/: 'Ihe DilllCIISiulIS (!f" Vo//fll /'/lUh';/lfIliulI. 

Socia l 
Mobi l ization j 

NON-PARTIr.IPATION 

lIIustrntion: The <l bovc figure illustrates <I typology 1'01' th inki ng about young people's participation ill 

dcycloplllcntni activities, based 0 11 two prim<l!'Y dimensiolls: II I'.'-i 1 young people's power to tll<1k c dec isions and affect 

change; second , yuung pl.!up lc's inlcr<'H.: tiu li and I.:uliaburatiu ll wilh vllic !" peuple ill III(': (.;utll ll lU llily. While the puwcr 

to make dec isions and <1ffcc\ changes is thc most im po rtant dimension (parti cipation C(Inllot be 'rea l' without so mc 

degree of power~sh ari ll g), the level or int i.! rac tioll and co llaboration with other people ill the cOlllllHlnity is also 

important. Rea l participation providcs both pOWi.! r and in teracti oll Driski.! 11 (2002:<10). I\s one 1110ve lo wards lell the 

levels of participation e111po wers the youlh with 11 1me interaction wit h lhe CO llll1l1l11it y. ()11 the otl lcr hill ld, as Olle 

moves upward all the leve l o f parti cipation the powcr or dccis ion making or the youth and the level to which their 

voice will be heard will increase. Thi s dl.! lllollstralioll is based 011 Roger Ilan 's ladder or parti cipat ion (ilart 1997:41 ), 

where the rorms o r young people's part icipation wns emphasized. The leve ls arc not mcant to imply tha t a youth 

shou ld always be attempting to operate at the highest level or their competence which is sharcu decision making. The 

importan t pr inciple is to avo id work in g at 11](.: three lowest level s wh ilt.: invol ving youll t. pcople. 
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A ppcndix 2: YO li th Rc la tcd In tc .... a tio nal Ag rcc lll c n Is and Ocel a ra I iun s 

A. COllvelltioll all th e Rigllts a/th e Child 
Tbe UN's CRC cndorscs tbe rigbt of yo ung peoplc to participate as fully as poss iblc in the ir 

society. Tbe UN Convention on tbc Rights ofthc Chi ld statcs: 

"Countries shall assure to the child who is capable o/ji)l'IlIing his or her Ollin views the rigllt to 

express those viewsjieely in al/maflers ajjecting the child, the viel"s o./the child being given dlle 

weight in accordance with the age and matllrily a/the child. " (Article 12) 

"The child shall have the right to jieedom 0/ expression; this right shall include ji-eedom to seek, 

receive and impact in/ormation Clnd ideas 0/ all kinds, regardless ojji-ontiers, either orally, in 

writing or in print, in the/arm a/art, or throllgh allY other media o/the child's choice ." (Article 13) 

B. Illternatiollal Agreemellts related to YO llth 

Many dcc isions arc takcn and action plans I'lJI'l1led at international leve l regarding youtb 

IXlrtic ipatioll ill dec isioll-maki llg llH..'c ll :1l1isIllS. Till' Illajor Oll l'S :11"1 .. ' I ll l' clTl'clivc i lll pkllll'1I1:11 i{) 1I 

of Local Agcnda 2 1, Millenn iul11 Dcvelopl11cnl (io:l ls. World 1'/'{I ),( r:l111 01' Action li,r YOIIIl> 10 

Year 2000 and Bcyond, Lisbon Declaration on Youth ~l\ld the Johannesburg I'lan or 

Implementati on. Tbe World Programmc or Action ror YO ll th to thc Ycar 2000 and l1eyond, 

adopted by the Gencral Asscmbly in I<)<)(), alld Lltc l.isiJoll I)ccia ratioll Oil Youth Policics alld 

Programmcs, adoptcd at the World Confe rence or Ministcrs Rcsponsible ror Youth, I>eld at 

Lisbon from 8 to 12 August 1998. Chapter 2S 01' Loeal Agcnda 2 1, is adopted at the 1992 Unitcd 

Nations Confcrencc on Environmcnt and Dcvcloptllcnt (UNCEI) in I{ io dc Janciro , rcads as 

fo llows: " It is imperative tbat you th rrom a ll parts or the world participate act ive ly in all relevan t 

levels of decision-mak ing processes bccause it af'ieets their livcs today and has implications 1'01' 

their futures. In add ition to thcir intel lectua l contr ibution and thei r abi lity to mobili ze sup-port, 

they bri ng unique perspect ives that necd to bc taken into account." 



Appendix 3: S urvey Q ues ti onn a ire 

W I"ittcn Q uest ionnaire d esig ned fur YUllth a bo llt T heir Participation III 

E n vironm enta l Ac tivities a nd C ommunit y Se r vice 

The involvement of yout h on deve lopment is important [lnd attent ion sho ul d be given 10 it. This questiollnai re 
is prepared to ana lyze the participat ion o r youth in environmental protection and voluntary cOIll1ll unity 
act ivit ies. 

Instru ctions: 
1. Jfblank spaces are providedjill illihe blallk "pace. 
2. lfal1 uptiuJI is given with!lu ills /rllc tiulI, circle til e JIIust (lIJj}/'(J/Jriufe c/iuh:e. 
3. When you are asked 10 give rank write tile ronk IIlImher yVII (lssi~lled iJl Ihe sp(/ce pruvhlt!d 
4. There lIlay be ljuestions \IIilh lIIore lhal/ ulle (lI/SII 'e /", so read Ihe i l1structiollS pruvided beside Ihe 

questiuns. 
5. If you have answers dijferent ji'vIII Ihe up/iulls given, YUIl C(lil II'rite UII the blallks IVhieh are provided 

in Ollter .'pecifjl. 
6. In olher casesjllsl follulII/he !1I,Vlrlle /iulI givell lVith the questiolls. 

Date ______ __ _ 
Enumeralor _________ _ 
Youth code _________ _ 

PA RT t. Gell eral Infol'lIJatioll 
I . SUll-ci ly ______ ___ _ 

2. Ke bele 

3. Sex I) Ma le 

4. Age 

5. Marit al stalus 
I) Si ng le 2) Married 3) Divurced/Separaled 4) Widowed 

6. If you r answer for question 5 is "S in gle", with whol1l arc you livillg'! 
I) A lone 
2) With your rriends 
J) Wi tll yo ur raillily :1I1d rt;l:l tiv l:s 
4) O lhers (s pecify) ___________ ___ ___ ___ _ 

7. If youJ' answer 1'01' Quest ion 5 is "lVl a rricd" , do you have chi ldren'! 
I ) Yes 2) No 

8. Your phys ical co nd ilio n 
I) Ab le bodied 

9. Educalio nal level (i n grades) 
I) Illi le ra le 
2) G rade I up 10 ~ 

3) Grade 9 li p 10 12 
4) Ifalluw I~ Sperif)' : 

10 , C urre llily YU LI are, 
I) Schuu l dropuu l 
~) Si lideil l 
3) Ullem ployed 

2) Ii alldicappcd 

X3 

,I) Sel f e lllpluyed 
0) 1' '''I)I"ye<l 
6) Olhers (Specil)') - - - ----



I I. In add it ion to your acadelllic education at school have you got tra in ing in a special skill? 
I)Yes 2)Nu 

12. IrYes , slale Ihe Iy pe and leve l of ski ll 
I ) Vocational trainings ( Mcchnllics, Electric ity, DranslIlalisilip. I lollle ecunollli cs) 
2) Ol her trainings (Maso nry, Carpenlry, Weav ing, l3askel ry) 
3) Olhe rs (S peciry) ___________ _ _ _____ _ 

PAnT 2. Youth ant.! their Hole in DeveloplJl ent 

13. Do you Ihink young people have a role in changing Iheir surrounding andlhe eommunily? 
I ) Yes 2) No 

14. Do YO LI think personally YOll have a role in changing your surrounding and the commun ity? 
I) Yes 2)No 

IS. If No 10 Q ueslion 14, your major reason is 

I) You are too young to make a con tribut ion 
2) The socie ly wi llnol accepl you. 
3) You lack Ihe inpuls 10 make conlr ibulio n (Ski ll , Informalion , Money, Working Too ls) 
4) Olher (Spec ily) ____________ ___ _ __ _ 

16. If Yes to Question 14, what kind of contr ibution do you think you can make? (You call circle !livre Ihall 
one answer.) 

I) Teach ing Ihe sociely aboul health issues like 1-11 V, sexua ll y lransmilled diseases, personal 
hygiene 

2) Protecti ng our cnv irull tllC IH by maintain the cleanl iness and in planting trees, !luwers 
3) 11 c: lping allli slipporlilig o lder peuple 
4) Ollie rs (Specify) __ _ 

17. Whil.: 11 one ur lhese approaches is 1I('SI to JIJakt.: Ihe yo uth ([clive pilrl ic ip;1111 ill devdopllIelll '? 

I) T he youlh s hould be wili ng 10 implemenl w h:l l :ldullS have designed 1l,,·lhem. 
2) Adu lts call help the youth activities ill giving ideas and in be ing collaborators. 
3) The yout h ;1I011C sholild direc tl y parli cipil lc ill plallilirlJ! .. dcsi" ,lIiIlJ' .. illlpll:llIcll l in)'. ,11 11 1 

eva luation urprugr<ulI s arrl:cling 1111.: yuuth's !ill:. 
4) Ol he rs (speci ry) ___________ _____ _ _ _ _ 

18. Docs the role oryulith ill t:U lIlll llllli ty ac tivit ies is necessarily related wi th thei r pulitica l invulve lllent'! 
I) Yes 2) No 

19. IrYes 10 Quesli on 18, whic li one is Ihe major rcason'! 
I ) Mostly yo ulh pa rt icipatio ll is initiated by the govcrlllllent or uther pulitical groups. 
2) Leaders or yo uth organiza tion arc politicall y anil iatcd. 
3) The youlh o rgan izalions are fully und er Ihe eonl rol or loca l kebele. 
4) Permission for the loca l kebelc is needed to organi ze yo uth organi zati ons. 
S) Ol hers (s pec ily) __________ _ _ ____ _ _ _ _ 

20. Do YOll think your ideas 011 changing yo ur SU ITUUIHJillg anti helping others are acceptable by other yuuth 
rriends? 

I) Yes 2)No 

2 1. If No 10 Quesl ion 2 1, which o ne is Ihe major reaso n? 
I) Mosl youlh are viel ims or drugs and olher addiclions. 
2) Most ynutll are !lot interested tllllliakilll!. CIlI ltrihllti oll i ll ClllllIllLIILil .V Ik vl'loP1lH'lll. 

3) Mosl youth do !lut kllow they h;1 ve a c01l trihulion williill th c C()lll lIl Ullity 
4) Olhe rs (s l'ecify) _____________________ _ 



22. If YO li are a s lUdcllt , do you thi nk your ideas on changing your surrounding. and helpi ng others arc 
acccptabk by your teachers at school ? 

I) Yes 2)Nu 

23. If No to Question 22, wh ich on e is the major reasoll') 
I) Teachers give priority to academi c education than youth activities. 
2) Teachers do not have conlidcncc 0 11 the contribu tion st udents can make un changin g the ir 

surrollnd i ng. 
3) Teachers are too busy 0 11 their own business. 
4) Others (Spec ify) ____________ _______ _ 

24. If you are living with YOllr famil y, do you think your ideas 011 changing your surrounding and helpi ng 
others are acceptable by your famil y? 

I ) Yes 2)No 

25. If No to Question 24 , whi ch one is the major rcasoll? 
I ) Your family want s to protect you frolll add icti on or other harlllrul exposures. 
2) Your famil y thinks yout h participat ion is related with po litics. 
3) Your family thinks youth participat ion wi ll have a negative impact a ll your education. 
4) Others (spce il'y), __________ __________ _ 

26. Do you thin k your ideas on chan ging you r surrounding and helping others arc acceptable by the local 
government ( Kebe le)'! 

I ) Yes 2) No 

27. II" No to Question 26, which OIlC is tllc nwjur r(';IISlJll? 
I ) The governmen t docs not give attention to YOllth p;lrticipatioll, 
2) The gOVl.!rtJ lllcllt h;ls dl'vcll lj lL'd 1IL'l'.:ll ivc ;lllillltiC Imv; mls I Il l' YO IIIIl, 

3) The gOVCrl lI llC 1i1 docs lIut cllco uragc the youIIi 10 o rgalli/,(,; yuut h organiza tiolls, 
4) Otliers (specil'y) _____ _____________ ___ _ 

28, Which are the areas you pre fer to hI.: invo lved ill making (o lltr ihtlt ioll? (i ive reaSOIlS, HUllk \ '01/1' 

I 
2 
3 
4 

5 

preferellce based VII 
()= i (11111101 illlere\'fed , 1= I fllllllloderalell' inferc\'fed , 2= I (1111 ve r I' il1/{l rC\'/ed 

- - -
Write 0,\,2 
to rate your Arc:ls HC:l so ll s fur tli c Olles YUlI rated 2 
prercrence 

Famil y 
Scli ool 
Ncigliho rilood and ( 'Oll lllllllli ly_ ------- - -
Local kcbl.! lc adJllitli stratioll 

Others (Specifi'j 

PART 3, Youth Participation 
29, Do you know whatyo lillt parlicipatio/l mealls? 

I) Yes 2)No 

30, You th participation is: 
Rank yOlll' answer O=No/ related, I =SVl1IehOIll related, al/d 2 = I-ligh~)' related 

I) Poli ti cal 
2) Suci,d 
3) Economieal -,--__ _ 
'I) O tliers (speeil)' ) __ _ 

X5 



J I . Which onc is i ncl udcd in youth p:1l"t ici p:l l iOIl? ()'( 1/1 ('(/II ci/'dc III( J/'(' ,h(l/l I JII(' (//lSII '('/, .) 

I) Illvol vc llu.:1l1 ill lic !.: isiulls Ill; Hh.: wilhill hUll I !.: 

2) lnvolvcment in yout h cl ubs ami youth organizatiolls 
J) Involvement in local community activit ies and in envi ronmcntal protection. 
4) In volvclllent inll1eelings tlild conrcrellces llrtldu lt people 
5) Olhers (Specify) _ ______ _ _ _ _ _________ _ 

32. Do the yout h in your v illagc parti ci pate in varioLis you th acti vi ties? 
I) Yes 2) No 

33. If Yes to Quest ion 32, in which areas do the youth in your comlllunity participate? (You call circle 
more than one anslVer.) 

I) In leaching aboul 1-11 V /111 DS, Sexua ll y lransmilled diseases and olher hea lth issues 
2) In environmental protection and sanitati on. 
3) In helping old peop le, homeless people, 1-1 IV viclims and orphans. 
4) In part icipating to hclp govcrnmental admini strative acti vities o f the loca l kcbele. 
5) In organi zing educational and cntertainment programs for the you th . 
6) Olhers (specify) _______ _______ _____ -'---

34. Are you interested to participate in yo uth ac ti vities? 
I) Ycs 2) No 

35. Ir Yes 10 Queslion 34, Ihen explainlhe leve l ofpartic ipalion you prel·er, 
I ) I \Vf.lllt to be vcry aclive in a!lllreils of'youtll activities. 
2) I wallt to partit:ipatc oil ly ill SOlllC areas or youth acti vit ies. 
3) I \vant to give SUII1C ideas ;lbUlit their activities tll ,111 beillg acti ve IIlellll>el'. 
4) I wallt tLl cuntribute lIHlIley \lldy. 
5) Ulilers (spec ify) ___ _ 

36. I f Nu to Questiull 34, lllcil what is your rcasoll fo r rel'raillillg Ih llil part icip,1tioll'! 
1) You are too young to make a contribution 
2) T he soc iety w i II not ;\(:ccpt you. 
3) Lack of 100 Is 10 make conlribulion (Skill, Informalion, Mo ney, Working loo ls) 
'I) Ulilers (speeily) ___ _ 

37. In which way do yo u wanllo conlribule in youlh groups and clubs? 
I) l3y contributing ideas ill Illeetin gs. 
2) 8y lIsing YOllr labor and skill s in activit ies. 
3) By eonlribuling money. 
4) Olhers (s[leci Iy)-,--_ -;-;_-,---,,-_____________ _ 

38. I-lave you look parI in yo ulh participalion ') 
I) Yes 2)No 

If Yes 10 Queslioll 38, answer Quesliolls 39 alld 40. Dlhenvise go 10 Queslion 40 Colullln 40/ Ih e lable alld 
rale your interest in participation. 

39. IrYes how often do you parti cipale') 
I) Occasionally 
2) When alllhc COllllllLlllity is in vited to participate 
3) O nce ill a Illonth 
4) More than once in a month 



40. Fill the table to expla in the areas you arc in terested 10 participate. Rank yOIll' al1swer. 

- ---- - --
A nas You ;II :C Areas yo u wallt to 

participating lIIore participate llIore 
Areas of Parti cipatiull O=Noll'lIrficipliled, ()=No( inferes/ed, 

J =() cc{/si()l1l1l~p jJ(/rlic.:iputed I = illlel'csfed, 
2= ,.e~ fll(fI'(V p(fl'lit.:ipuled 2= ";1:"'1' 

illterested 
I In teaching about I-I IV/AIDS, 

Sexually transmitted diseases and 
other health issues 

2 In environmenta l protection and 
sanitation. 

3 In helping the old peop le, the 
homeless, HIV victims and orphans. 

4 In participating to help governmental 
administrative activities orllle local 
kebele. 

5 In organizing en tertainment 
Droo rams lor the youth. 
If there (Ire vtller ureas JOU flrc 

illterested (.\'/Jcc ih') 

6 
7 

41. Arc OI [H.: 1' yout ll illlcrcsh.;d 10 p;lrli cip4ll e ill YOII III 'H.: li vilic s·! 
I) Yes 2) Nt! 

42. Whicll unc is a reasu n lur less p'lrtieip'lIiull ill )"outll 'Iet iviti es Ull tile side uf t!Ie yuutll? 
Rank yOl/r Ul1s\ver based 011 

()= J IlolI't Iwow I - N ot /I n 'u.w lI 2- Minor /l ('u .von .t- /l 1t~ilJl· /ku.\o ll 

I) Lack ofawarelless oftllc youth about youth participatioll _ ___ _ _ _ 
2) The youth lack the skill , iniarillation, tools and ll10ney lar parti cipation. 

3) The youth is victim ofdi lTcrellt drugs alld addictiolls.-,-_ -,--,.-,-_ ___ _ 
4) There arc only limi ted number of youth illitiated youth activities. _____ _ _ 
5) Others (spcc iry) 1 .. _______ _____ ____ ___ _ 

2. _ _ _ ___ _________ _ 

43. Which one is an external reason for less participation of yo lith in youth act ivities? 
Rank your answer based 0)/ 

0= I dOIl't /W OIV }=Not (I refl .WJ/1 2= il'lillor Reasoll ]= Il1(~ior Reason 

I) Tile comlllunity Ilas less conlidcllce 011 Ille yOulll. ______ _ 
2) I ,ess ilHclilioll is givc I1 ror lllc :u.: livili l.:s or Ille Y011111. 

J) There arc nu auults :Illd/ur urgan izatiulls wilicillllul ivate the yullt h .. _ ___ _ 
4) Ot hers (Speciry) 1 .. _ _____ ___________ _ _ 

2. ___ _ 
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44. Whallype ofaelivilies do you lhink lhe youl h wil l aclively and volu nla rily particip'lle? 
Rallk your (.1II.\wer hased O il 

()= / dOIl't !"IOW / = No t ill/errs/ill/.: ulall 2= illleJ' C!sfillJ.: 3= VelY illteres/illl] 
I ) When the act ivi ti es will chnngc nnc! deve lop thei r sllrrollnding ___ _ _ 

2) When the activi ti es arc illcome gc llcrating ____ _ 
3) When lhe acl ivilies are inilialcd by lhe yOul h ____ _ 
4) Whcnlhc acl ivi lies are supporled by aoulls ____ _ 
5) Olhers (Spec ify) 

45. Do you know a group or an organization which initiate the participat ioll of you th ill yuur kcbc lc? 
I) Yes 2)No 

46. IrYes 10 Queslion 45, which ones are aclive in your kebele? 
Rank your ons\ver based 011 

U= I dOIl't kllow J= Not aclive 2= Ac/iv(! 3= Velyactive 
I) Local kebele and Ci ly adillinisiralion ____ _ 
2) Ad dis Ababa yo ulh assoc ialion o rliee _____ _ 
3) Youlh inilialed clubs -:,-----: __ 
4) NGOs and COllllllunily Based organizalio ns ( Iqub, Iddir, Church, lVIosques) __ _ 
5) Olhe rs (Spec ify) _____________ _ 

47 . How lllany youth clubs or organizations arc then .. : with in you r vi ll age? 
I) NOlle 2) Only one 3) 2-10 4) 1VI0re Ihan 10 5) I don'l know 

48. Estab li shment::; of You th clubs ami org~,"i l.; l liulls i:-. 1I1aitlly due to 
I ) Ad ult leadershi p :lmll\dult inili"lt ioll 
2) YO ll lh-adlill partnershi p 
1) Youth illi ti: llioll :Illd YOlllll k;ldnsllip 

' I) Olher, (spee il)'! I. -,--_-,-,-. 
49. Is the rc a group or youth which participate in environlllcntal protection ami saliitatiull ill yOUI' kebclc? 

I ) Yes 2)No 

If you say 'Yes ' 10 Question 49, jill in the tahle hc/oll'. Otherwise go Iv Questioll 5 J. 

50 WI lal arc I ll; ;1! .. ; \IVltICS I 11.; YOli l I pcrlorJll :111 1.. II lOW IlltCII'! -_ .. -
Put ./ 011 FrcquclIl.:Y ( Put ../ 1llark) 
yo ur ;lrca of Areas or Partiripatioll Morc (hall OIlI.:C ill a Anllually 
lnvolvcllIclll Olll.:e ill a MOllt h 

Monlh 
I Pl antat ion on Ihe streets 

2 Clean ing lhe surrounding 
and beau li fy ing 

3 Setting lip a wastage place 
ror the community 

4 Teach ing lhe cOllllllunily 
how 10 keep lhei r 
surrounding clean and 
I.l ttJ'ac ti vc 

-~ - -----
VII, er., ~~/,eciJ.i~ --- - ._. -~ .- - -- - --

5 
6 

:) I . Is Ihcl'l~ ji llY OJ'g;}lIi/l'd group til' )'1l 1Llh III 111..'111 pellJlk vldLillta ril y :1Jld 'dlJlplllt the l'Illl11111ll1it y '/ 

I) Yes 2)Nu 
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Ifyoli ~ay 'Yes ' 10 Qllesl iUIi 51, Jill fltl.! MUlik hdulI'. ()tliI.!Jwi.H' ~o /0 (jll ('stfull .5 2. 

52. What act ivities are being perfo rmed by the group and how onen? 

I 

2 

3 

4 
5 

Put .;' un Fre'lucue)' (1'1It / Illa rk) 
yo ur area of Areas More th :1I1 Once in ,I Annually 
illvo lvement O IH:e in :l Muuth 

Month 
In teach ing abou t 
HIV!AIDS, sexual ly 
transmilled di seases, and 
other health issues 
III helping the old people, 
the homeless, the H I V 
vict ims and orphans. 
In organizing 
entertainment programs lor 
the youth which do not 
expose the youth to 
various addictions 

o t" CI'S (SpccijU 

53. If there is IlO group participatillg ill botllur lJlle of tile :lreas Jlleli lilllled "bo ve (cllvirul lillen t;i1 prot ectioll 
and sanitat ion and/ur vo lull tary COllllllll ll it y sc rvice activities) what are tli l! prohlei lls tu org;lIIi:t.e a group? 
Hank YOlir ails weI' based Ull 

0= I {/oll'f lillolV 1= No t (/ problem 2= IHill o/' prohli'm 3= jl1l~io l' Pl'oh/elll 
I ) Ahse ncc of'rcsplJlI '1 ihlc..: hod y 10 1I1"J'.:llI ill: the yellitl . 
2) The negative attitudes adults have 011 tlie yu utli -,--____ _ 
3) Lack of sk ill , awareness, tools to pcrrorm act ivities _____ _ 
4) Lack of an initiation and interest of the youth _____ _ 
5) Othe rs (Specil"y) ___________________ _ 

PART 4, Youth Gro ups! Yuuth C lu bs 
54. Have you ever becn a mcmber or a youth group? 

I) Ycs 2) No 

If 'Yes ' to Question 54, Gnswer Question 55 to 59, Otherwise go to Question 60. 

55 . Out ofthc members of the youth groups majority are ill age category 
I) 11-14 2) 15- IS 3) 18-25 4)26-30 

56. The youth \vho have Illore vuice ill tllc youth club arc ill tile age category, 
I) Below 17 2) 18-25 3)26-30 4) Above 31 

57, What is the sex composition of the youth group? 
I) More Illale '111<1 kw i'cll",k 
'2) rV\ure 1L:III,de ;llId I'cw 1I1,ile 
3) Halrillale and hall ' killale 
4) OthCJs (Spec iry) _____ ___ ____ _ 

Xl) 

5) A !Jove 3 I 

5) All 



58, What is being done to motivate females' part icipation? 
I ) Inv iting and initia ti ng young girls \0 youth cluhs 
2) M aking the wo rking enviro llllH.!n l sa il: tu girls 
3) Mo ti va ti ng the g irl s which arc a lready membe rs o r youth cl ubs 
4) O thers (Spec iry) _ _________________ _ 

59, Based on sex, who is actively invo lved in dec isiulHlltlk illg with ill til e YU LItll group'! 
I ) Y DLIng men 
2) Y oLlng women 
3) Eq ual in volve ment 
4) O thers (S peci ry) ___ ____ ___________ _ 

60. What is the support provided by the local govern ment (kebele) ror youth g roups? 
Rank your answer based 011 

0= I dOli 't k,IOIV / = No support, 2= Lilllited support 3= High support 

I ) Financial support and follow lip --,--,-,---c-
2) Provis ion or training. workshops and inlul"ll1<lt ion _____ _ 
3) Tools ro r ac tivi ti es ___ ---:-_-,---
4) Recognition to other supporti ng bod ics. ____ _ _ 
5) O thers (S pec iry) ___ ____ ___ _ ___ ____ _ 

6 1. What is the support provided by NGOs l'o r youth groups') 
Rank yo ur a l1SIVer based Oil 

0= I dOll't /WOIY / = No ,mppoJ't, 2= Lilllited ,HIPPO!'t 3= /IiJ.{ h support 

I ) Financia l support and lo ll ow up _-,-,----,----_-c-
2 ) Pro visiolllll'tr:linin )..'" worksilops ;lIld illfl ll"l ilal ioll 
3) Tools l'or ac ti vi tics _ __ -,-__ 
4) Recognition to other supporting bod ies ___ __ _ 
5) O thers (Speciry) _ _ _ _______ _ _ _ _ ___ _ _ 

62 , What is the support prov ided by COllllllun ity l3 i.1scd Organi zations ( Iqub, Idd ir, churches and Mosques) 
ror youtll gro ups? 
Rank yOlll' answer hused Oil 

0= I dO/l't/mow / = No ,\'ufJfJorl, 2= Limitetl SUppOl't J= lIi;:I1 stlfJport 

I ) Fi n'lIH.: ial support and 1{)llow up __ ______ ~ 
2) Provis ion or training, worksllOps and inl'ornwtioll ____ _ _ 
3) Tools fo r ac ti v iti es -----,---
4) Recognit ioll to otller suppurtil lg bod ics _____ _ 
5) Others (S pec iry) ___ _______ ________ _ 

63. What arc the chail enges yout h groups face s to part icipate less ac ti vely? 
Rank yo ur answer based 0 1/ 

0= I dOJl't /wuw J= Not a Cl1UI/C!II;:C!, 2= 1l1i110l' c/wl/c! l1;: e J= 111ajo/' C/WI/c!IIJ.: C! 

I ) Less number or inte restecl youth,--,-_---:-_--,-----,--
2) Lack or inro rmati on, sk ill , prov isio n of tools lu r act iv iti es ____ _ _ 
3) Lack o r lillanc ial SLi ppo rt-:----c--:---:---:-_ 
4) Lack of support rrom the local kebele ____ _ _ 
5) Lack of support or the eomm ul1 ity _ _ ___ _ 
6) Oth er C hall enges _______ ___________ _ _ 

(l/\. Do you kilO\\, allY YOIIIII t',n ll ips Wllivll is IlTli lillall'd '? 
I ) Ycs ~ ) Nu 

'J(j 



65. If Yes to Qucstion64 which nrc the reasons 10 1' the terlilinatioll o fth (; youth groups? 
Rallk your (JIl.\wel' hused Oil 

0= I dOIl't /wuw J= No! 1I ('/wl/enge, 2= Il'lil1or ellUI/enge 3= I'v/ajol' (' Iwlfellge 

1) Lack of cooperation among till: meillbers youth of'yoll th organ izatio ll s ____ _ 
2) Lack o r in formation, skill, prov isioll or lool s lo r activities _____ _ 

3) Lack of fi nancia l support.,--_-,-.,--__ 
4) Lack of support frolll the loca l kebele _____ _ 
5) Lack of support of the cOlllmunity _____ _ 
6) Other Rcasons, _____________ ________ _ 

Part 5. Youth and Fami ly 
If you are living wilh YO llr /ami fy, onswer Questioll 66 IU 71. Olhe/wise go to PART 6. 

66. Does your family ask your views in decis ions made wit h in the home? 
I) Not at all 2) /\ ICw tillles 3) Ortell 4) /\ Iways 

67. What are the responses of your rami ly in the most decisiolls you 1llake III your lire? Circle the II/osl 

preferable answer 
I) They will tcllme I don' t kllow what 1' 111 doill~ 
2) They wi lljllst i!;llure Illy decisiull 
3) They w illlorcc !lIC to cha nge my dec ision 
4) They want to discuss to li nd ou t my reasons 

68 . Does your rami ly teac h you abou t kecping th e env ironm cnt clean ami attrac ti ve? 
I) Yes 2) No 

69. Docs your I'aillil y g ivc YOl l dircclinll\ Ilil how 10 help 1111': C(} IIIII1tlll i ly voI!1111:1ril y"? 
I) Yes :!J No 

70. Docs yo ur Camily nl low you 10 parti cipill e in youlll groups w ill1in your local COllllllLlllily? 
I) Ycs 2) Nu 

7 1. I r ~o to Quest ion 70 , whi ch olle the lll;ljor reaso ll ? 
I ) Tllcy wa llt yuu tu Iucus Ull your ;a.: adcJllic ~hJdy unl y. 
2) They wallt to pruteet you i"roll1 other anti·social behaviors . 
3) They don't believe you ha ve a putential to cont,.ibute. 
4) They arc not interested in yo uth part icipation. 
S) Other Reasons (Specily) _________________ _ 

Part 6. Yout h alld SchoollC olll'gc 
If you are a regular .\,{u£!el1{ w/S11'er (jIlI!Sliuli 72 II) 82. ()lherwise};;1) II) PART 7. 

72. Is there a youth ~roup/c1ub in you,. schoo l? 
I) Yes 2)No 

73. If No to Quest ion 72, why? 
Rank your Oll.l"lvc r hused Oil 

0= I dOIl'1 liIIOIV j=Nol a r e U.\"() 11 2= flfillO/" R easol/ 3= Il1(~i() " Reasol1 
\) Schoo l admin istration and teachers arc Ilot interested 0 11 yo uth activ itics._ .. __ .. 
2) Tilerc is 110 rcspollsibk body Oil YOlllh isSllCS. ____ _ 

3) St uden ts are not inte rested ill youth act ivities. ____ _ 
4) Other Reasons (Specily) ______________ ___ _ 

<)1 



7.J. 1f"Y('s' to ()uestio!l7'2, in \Vhich <lc ti vities <Ire the youth groups functioning? 
(J '() /{ CUll circle //lore tli(/II one (I(;(il'i(y.) 

I) Creating (l\ViHeness and initiating the youth on environmental care, and san itation, and 
heiHllify ili g Ille SlilTOlltlding 
'2) Cretltillg <lw,m':lless ilhout you th volunta rislll, and serving rami ly and comll1unity 
1) III hl..'iIliIl l-', nld IH:npk, the hOllll'kss, the IIIV vi ctims ,1I1e1 \-II V orpi1;lI1s 
!I) Tedl'llill g stlldcnls ,IIHlIlt I II V!A IDS ilnl! oll1er heallh related issues 
» ) ()III,'r:; ( SI'eeify) 

"/ ). I )(~ Y(llll1iI VC;1 l i l~l"ilry ill your scituur! 
I) Yes 2) No 

76. IrYes (0 Question 75, are (here books on 
Rallk yU/II' ( II1SlI 'C I" hosed Oil 

()= , don'/luulI !! 1= N o SIICIt hooks, 2= BOO/iS are (fvai/ahfe 
I) Youth activities 

---c---
2) S;lI1it;l1iOIl ;Ind [nvirolllllental care c------

3) Il elpin~ others and voluillary activ ities ____ _ 
4) Other related books (speciry) _______ _________ _ 

77. I 1;lve you ever been ou t to serve the cOllllllunity outside your schoo l! college compound? 
I) Yes 2) No 

7S , Ir Yes 10 question 77, in what activities 
I) Creat ing awareness nnd inilinting the youth on environmental carc, and sanitat ion, and 
beautifying the surrounding 
2) Creating awareness about youth voluntarism, and helping family and community 
3) In h e lpin~ old people, the homeless, the 1-1 IV victims and HIV orphans 
4) Teaching others abollt IIIV/AIDS and other health related isslles 
5) Others ( Specify) ____________________ _ 

Part 7. E mplo yed Youth 
((.1'(/1/ (lI' i ' (/1/ 1'11/1)101'('11 pl/f(1I ill ,I:(}\ I('/"I/II/('I/((/I, II()II g()vernmental or hI/sines.\' organizations answer Question 
I t) (II ,\'3 . ()I/I('I'I1'is (' ,t:" tu 1'/ 1 NT N 

7 l ), /\rl' tIlL'I"L' ), 011111 grollpslL,!tIi1S ill till' m g ;1I 1il<ltiol\ YOI I arl' working'! 
I) Yes 2) No 

X{) . 1j" 'No ' to ()uestioIl7(), \V1l"t is your Illaj{}r n.:asun'! 
I) Youth activities are not Cor the employed YOllth, 
2) Fillployed YOllth ;Ire too hllsy 10 p;lrticipa\e . 
3) There is no responsible body j(lr coord inat ing tile even when the youth are volunteer. 
'I) Otbers (Specily) ---------------------------------

If ' Yes ' ( 0 Qlfes(ion 79, answer qlles/ions 81 to 83. 

R1. Wlwt are the activities oCthe group? 
1) Creating awareness and initiating the youth on environmenta l care, and sanitation, and 
beautifying the surrounding 
2) Creating awareness about youlh voluntar islll, and helping family and community 
3) In helping old people, the homeless, the I-IIV victims and HIV orphans 
4) Teaching others about I-IIV/AIDS and other health related issues 

5) Ot hers (S pec i Iy) -:--c-c-c-------=c,----- ----,---,-------,-----,- ---,-c-c----,--
82, Is the parti cipation orthe youth club in your office res tri cted to activities w ithin the compound? 

I) Yes 2)No 

~n, Arc you !IH': III her orthe club? 
I) Yes 2) No 
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Part S. Self employed YOlllh 
I/you are selj~el/'lployed yuuth, i.e., I"IfJlllillg y UIfl" (j1l'1I III t:UlI.'· (d iIlCUIIII! · geJlerulillg lIdivilies 01l.\"1I'/.:I" (j11t:Sliul/ 

84 1087. Olhenvi,e go 10 PA RT 9. 

84. Do YOlllwvc time to pilrt ic ipatc in youth duhs? 
I) Yes 2)No 

85. If Yes to Question 84, arc YOll participating ill youth groups? 
I) Yes 2)No 

86. Is Ihere an aCl ive yo ulh group, which is inilialed by selkmployed youlh? 
I ) Yes 2)No 

87. II' Yes to Queslion 86, inlVhich aclivilies is the youlh group parlicipali ng? 

I ) Creat ing awareness and initiating the yo uth 011 environmental care, and san itation, and 
beautifying the su rrollnding 
2) Creating awareness about youth voluntaris1I1, nnd helping 1~l1llil y and cotllillunity 
3) In helping old people, Ih e homeless, Ihe HI V viclims and HI V orphans 
4) Teach ing olhers abouil-llVfAIDS and 01 her heallh relaled issues 
5) Olhers ( Specify) _________________ _ 

ParI 9. Uncmployed Yo uth :111(1/ or Sl: hoo l Drop Ollts 
IIyulf urI! all 1IJ1C!1II1)/uyed YUII/h UlI.\"\I'(,I" (jIH':SliflIlS , .... ',') Ifl I) / . ()III t' /"II'isc gil In 1'/ 1 U"}, /0 . 

88. Arc you intereSled 10 p"rlicip"le in youlh "eli vili es mosl of you r spare lillles? 
I) Yes c) No 

He;. What dDes parlici paliotl ill youtll ;H.: ti vil ics il ilplies rm you'! 

Rank yUill' OJ/Siller based Oil 

0=1 dOli rt lwolV J= Not Related at al/, 1= Somehow fe/ated 2= EXlIc:lfl' tlte same 
I) f-.xpos tll"e to he illvolved ill illegal activities and ill ;lll ti-social heilaviors 
2) Sp<.!lld ing til1le ill tiresolne and buring act ivi lk s_-;----:---,--__ --, 
3) Using your til1le 0 11 changing your surrolilld ing and gainillg new skill s 
4) Olhers __________________ _ 

90. Is there an acti ve yo uth group, wh ich is iniliall:d by 1I1ll: 1l1ploycd YOllth'! 
I) Yes 2)No 

9 1. IrYes to Question 90, in which activi ti es is your group participating'! 
I ) Creating awareness and in it iat ing the you th 0 11 cnvironl11cntal carc, ancl sH nita tio11 , and 
beautifying the sllrroun cling 
2) Crcnti ng awarcncss about you th voluntarisl11 , and helpi ng f~\lllil y and cO ll1ll1 un ity 
3) In helping old people, Ihe homeless, Ihe III V viclims ano IIIV orphans 
4) Teaching olhers aboul H I V fA I DS and 01 her hea lth re laled issues 
5) Olhers ( Specify) _______ ___________ _ 

Part 10. Ilistitulioll ;lI Awarencss 

92 . Is Ihere a policy designed ror Ihe youl h by Ihe governmcnl'? 
I ) Yes 2) Nu 
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!lY()UI" al/swer is l'esjiJl" {Jlles/io l/ 92, (/I/SlVer questiol1 93 to 97, otherwise go (0 qllestion 98. 
93. From where did you llear abolltlhc yout h policy? 

I ) r"ll1il y 
2) Sc llool ""d lVIedi" (Newsp"per, 1(,,,lio .. ) 
3) Loc,,1 kobe le 
11) Youth organi:t:llion '"i and cluhs 
:i) Ulih:rs (s poc il )' ) ________________ _ 

1)·1. \\/ ;1'.; 111l'l"I ' ; 1I1 ~' 11(l '-i ·.;i hilit .\, ~' ()ll (11" Vtlll1" ~' tlll\h !'.rtlll]l did ;lll Y contr ihu ti on Oil the de sign :lnd fo nnul <lt ion of 
tile Y(llltil pili icy'! 

I) Yes 2) No 3) I clon't know 

() 5. I r Y('s 10 QIll'stion9·I, how did YOiI/ tl ll: yo uth group partic ipat ed? 
1) In cvali lat in g the wrillcn dO(; Il111Cllt or tile poli cy 
2) In con tr ibu ting ideas to the poli cy makers through discussion be rorc li nalizing the po licy 
3) In discllss ing the publ ished po li cy with ot her youth. 
4) Olilers ______________________ _ 

96 . Is the po licy co nducive to in itiate morc youth partic ipation? 
I ) Yes 2) No 3) I clon't know 

97. Docs the pol icy initiat e more orga niztl tions to work with the youth? 
I) Y L~ 2) Nil J) I don't know 

<JX. Il ave you heard o f" an organizat ion named 'Addis Ababa Youth Association'? 
I ) Yes 2)No 

99. I-lave you heard orllle you th Jssoc iation at sub-city or kebele leve l? 
I ) Yes 2)No 

100. I I ;IV I.: yon heard oj" Mil!i ~ try til' y lHlth , t.: 1I1tmc ;lIld sport s? 
I ) Yes 2) No 

SlIlIllll a r y 
()h'-i l'rV<l tilill ~d ' lh l' 1):tI :I I : II1IlIH: r;ll111" 

N ame oj" 1) .. 11<1 I ~ lllltllCr ; lt()r Signature of Data Enul11erator 

Observation or the Supe rvisor 

Name of Superviso r Signature of Supervisor 
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Appendix 4: C lteci, list for Intervicws Conductcd 

Tllis illterview ques/iuJls lI 'il/ he disc l/ssed \I'ilh dtt/erelll hodies estahlished to work with youth. 

/I. Kebele workers 

/I. N(;r) J"('IJrl'SL'II/(llil 'L' s 

(. ,·Iddis : l/Jaha YOlllh (fSSnciolioll 's kehde represelltatives 

1. \Vlla! is your organization perlo nning ill arC(lS Of YOLl th? 

2. Docs the YOllth ha ve contrihution in deve lopmenta l activities or not? 

3. IrYes, ill wll<l \ kinds ofaclivities? 

4. Does stlccess ful yo uth partici pclliollllcccssarily needs the involvement of ad ults? 

5. \Vllal is yo ur/ your organizations role in the participation or the youth ? 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

6. 

7. 

X. 

9. 

I-Iow cia you rate the participation orthe youth in your area? (U nsatisfactory, Satisfactory, Great) 0 
What are yo ur methods of working with the youth? 

\VIl:ll is tile suppo rt Iwcdcd hy the youth to actively participn\c in youth activiti es? 

o 
o 

Do you think the local governl1lent is co ncerneci about the act ive parti ci pation of the youth? Why?D 

10. 1)0 you think NGOs arc concerned aboll! the ac tive participation of the youth? Why? 0 
I I. Do you think CIlOs arc conee rneci about the active participation of the youth? Why? 0 
12. Do YOI' sI'pport aJld moti vat e youths to participate in cllviron mcntClI care Clnd protection? 0 
13. 1)0 YU lIlllOtiv{lh.! arid guide youths 10 parlicip:ltc in vo luntary cOlllmunity he lping activ ities? 0 
1·1. A rc there any governmental problems tile yOU til t:1ce to be active participant in environmental 

proICL"li()Il '! l ~ :-; plai ll . 0 
1 ';, A l l' thl'I C :111)' l'nlllll llli r;d [lIollk'III " 111\.' ), 011111 !;ICC to he :u.:livc pmticipallt in environmental 

protecti on? Explain. 0 
16. Arc there any social probll.:ms the youth race 10 be active participant in e nvironmental protection? 

E'plain. o 
17. Arc there allY gove rnment;1i problems the youth f:lcc to he ac ti ve participcmt in vo luntary community 

participations? Ex plain. o 
18. Are there any economical problems th e yo uth r'lCe to be active participant in voluntary com munity , 

participations? Explain. o 
19. /Ire th ere any social proble l1ls the yo uth face to be active participant III voluntary community 

participations? Explain. o 
20. Did your or~anization provided/planned solutions for any of the problems the youth has encountered to 

be ac ti ve parti ci pant? 0 
2 1. Are there ,lilY incenti ves for youth pilrti cilKltion initinted by the youth themse lves? 

22 . \Vhat are the conducive envirOlllllents created ror active youth parti cipati on? 

23. Arc there fi lly pl ans to in vo lve the you th in more participation? 
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Appendix 5: Checldist for Foclls Grollp Discllssions 

The yo uth "re divided ill to three group s: unemployed and schoo l dropouts, students, and self-employed 

youths l'or focus grOtl]") disc Li ss ions. 

I\)"e tlt e yuullt illlLrt:s tt:d ,lItd wi ll ing 10 parlit:ipa tl! ill ),0 11111 group activ iti es'? 

3. What are the chal lcllges faced yo uth cl ubs to ac ti ve ly partic ipate in env ironmental care and 

protection activities? 

o 
o 

o 
4. W hat are the poss ible activities the youth call be engaged in environmental ca re and protecti on? D 
5. What nre the possib le activities the yo uth call he engaged in community activities? 0 
6. What are the ch"ll ellgcs I'lced by yout h groups to active ly parti c ipate in vo luntary community 

service activ ities? 

7. Does the \oc:d government give support for you th activities? I-low? 

8. Do th e Non Govern menta l Organ iza ti ons give support for youth activities? I-low? 

0. Do th e Com mull ity h" sed nrg""iz,,tio"s li ke ' Id d ir' , ' Iqquh', church, and Mosques give support 

lor YO Lith act ivities? I low'? 

10. W II;II is I IIL: ;llli lll riL: of" lite CO lll ll lllilily nil lit e youth acti v it ies? Positi ve or Negntive? Give 

o 
o 
o 

o 

o 
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Appendix 6: Map of the Study Area 

Legend 

~ Kebele 04/05 and Kebele 03/09 

Map 1: The map of Kebele 03/09 and Kebele 04/05 within Arada Sub-city 

NOTE: This map represents the Arada Sub-city. The shaded region indicates the area in which 

the study took place. The shaded region shows the boundary of each kebele. Currently 

Kebele 03 and Kebele 09 are combined to one kebele. The same holds true to Kebele 04 

and Kebele 05 as well. Currently the two kebeles are named Kebele 03/09 and Kebele 

04/05. 
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