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Abstract 

The main purpose of this study was to find out the psychosocial and educational 

problems of AIDS orphans. Accordingly, attempts have been made to assess the social, 

psychological and educational conditions of AIDS orphans in Addis Ababa and Awassa. 

140 AIDS orphans, 53 caretakers and 3 representatives of non-governmental 

• 
organizations, who directly involved in care and support of AIDS orphans were 

respondents of this study. The HIVIAIDS orphans were selected from Mekdim HIV 

Positive and AIDS Orphans Association, Tesfa Berhan AIDS Orphans AssoCiation and 
I 

AIDS Orphans who get support from EOC-DICAC in Awassa. Available purposeful and 

stratified random samplings were used, in selecting the respondents. The instruments 

used for collecting the data were questionnaires and interviews. 

Analysis of the data was made using quantitative (percentage) and qualItative 

• 
methods. Results of the study showed that AIDS orphans faced problems in terms of 

social aspects: isolation , discrimination. and neglect by adults and their peers. 

• Educationally many of them specially girls dropped out of school and those who 

managed to continue their education show low school performance. Their psychologic?1 

adjustments are also poor. The orphans fear a new situation, were frustrated and are full 

of worries. The response of the caretakers ' of AIDS orphans and representatives of 170/7-

governmental organizations who give support to the AIDS orphans were included. In 

accordance with the findings recommendations are forwarded . 
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1.1. Background of the Problem 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

AIDS is now the greatest threat to child development in many parts of the world. 

In responding to HIVI AIDS, however, the children affected by the epidemic, especially 

those indirectly affected, are too often the forgotten ones. The needs of children who are 

affected through the sickness and death of parents, guardians, siblings and others in the 

community, however, have not been seen as a priority. 

By the end of 2000, an estimated 13.2 million children under the age of 15 wi" 

have lost one or both parents to AIDS in which the majority of them are in Africa 

(UNICEF and UNAIDS, 1999), The growing pressure HIV/AIDS exerts on both 

household and community is shown by the increase in elderly careers and child-headed 

household In severely affected African and Asian countries . 

- Many families in Africa live In abject poverty, crammed into huts in the circ le of 

drought. poverty and HIV/ADIS. For this already poor house holds the advent 0 AIDS 

can lead to a transition from poverty to extreme poverty, or even destitution (Wi"iamsoll 

1995). 

Although the problems experienced by children living in HIV/AIDS affected 

households are often the same problems that poor children face everywhere, HIV/AIDS 

exacerbates them. Stigmatization , discrimination, the psychological impacts of long-term 

care for sick parents and relatives and the escalating number of AIDS deaths in the 

family and wider community are problems that are largely unique to children affected by 

HIV/AIDS (Grainger, et al. 2001) . 






















































































































































