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Abstract 

This thesis portrays, investigate and study primarily 16 Manuscripts which are 

found in Diibrii B;Jrhan S;Jllase Church 

The historical and philological significance of the Manuscripts examined in terms 

of cataloging. The cataloging has been made in order to list ancient Manuscripts 

using scientific method. 

The research encloses manuscripts which are not previously done by other 

Researchers. The study employed through critical identification by the help of 

observing the published materials, microfilms and inventory documents of Dabri 

B;Jrhan S;Jllase Church. The primary materials, the researcher uses are 

Interviews, digital photographs of the 16 manuscripts which are found in Dabri 

B;Jrhan S;Jllase Church, Microfilms from IES and Ethiopia National Museum 

Library. After gathering data to the work of catalogue, analysis of Colophon and 

Marginal notes has conducted. 

The study is significant for further studies. It answers the question related to the 

major importance of cataloging manuscripts with references to Diibri B;Jrhan 

S;Jllase. In this regard it is important to perform s cientific cataloging of Ethiopian 

church manuscripts. 

Based on the major findings suggestion w ere forwarded to improve the observed 

by the researcher. 
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Abbreviations and Acronyms 

ICES: International Conference of Ethiopian Studies 

F: folio 

FF: folios 

V: verso, the back side 

DES: Desinit, It ends 

INC: Incipit, It begins 

SIC: The preceding word is with erroneous 

ILL: fllegible, not readable 

OM: Omitted 

S.L: Supra lineam, Written above 

EMML: Ethiopian Manuscripts Microfilm Library 

AAU: Addis Ababa University 

MS: Manuscript 

MSS: Manuscripts 

St.: Saint 

i.e.: id est (that is) 

E.C.: Ethiopian Calender, 

BC: Before Christ, 

AD: Anno Domini (After the coming of Lord) 



Translations of Phonetics Symbols 

There are variations in transliterating the jidal as there is no standardized system 

of transliteration for it. The researcher u sed EAE-Garamond system of 

transliteration. 

I. Consonants 

u=h 

iI= s 

f»= 5 

'Ii= 5 

~'= q 

~= Ii 

IJ = 

''ir= z 

"1.'.' = g 



*,= p 

6=~ 

II . Vowels 

~,. = u 

~,. = i 

~, = a 

~" = e 

~, = ;} 

~, = 0 

(To illustrate this using the consonant "L") 

1'1 = Iii 

1'1. = lu 

1'1. = Ii 

f\ = la 

1'1, = Ie 

A = I;} 

1'1" = 10 

III. Labiovelar 

7" =gw ii 



l. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of stud y 

Dabra B;:,rhan S;:, llase Church is one of the ancient and historical Parish churches found 

in Ethiopian Orthodox Tawai);)do Church. It was establi shed during the reign of Emperor 

Zada ya c;:,qob in 1454. He was reigned from 1434-1468; previously, thi s parish Church 

has been called as Dabra Ebba and renamed as Diibra B;)rhan S;) llase. The name S;:,lIase 

is a G;:,';:,z name that is equivalent to the Engli sh name Holy Trinity. 

As commonly accepted by the tradition of Ethiopian Orthodox Church, an apparition of 

light was seen at Dabra Ebba on Thursday, 38 days after the heretics (3.s~ i fanos and hi s 

followers) were killed. Emperor Zar;)ca ya c;)qob, according to the clergy, then proclaimed 

the place should hence forth be called as Dabra B;)rhan rather than Dabra Ebba. Dabra 

B;)rhan is located 130 kms away from the city of Addis ababa in the Dioces of North 

Shoa. 

The Chronicle of Emperor Zar;:,ca ya c;:,qob presents an eye witness of an episode, and 

states that " ... then (Emperor Zar;)ca ya c;)qob) came to the distinct of Ebba. At that place 

there was an appiration of our Lord Jesus Chri st and of the light ... and it is memory of 

the apparition that he called Dabra B;)rhan." (Clu'onicle of Ziida ya c;)qob, 1968). 

It is believed that Emperor Zar;)ca ya c;:,qob was the founder of the first church at Dabra 

B;:,rhan S;:, lIase where we have today the church of the Holy Trinity. The church was 

originall y dedicated to Iyasus (Jesns) and it was built at the same spot where we have 

today Sillasse (Trin ity) Church. 

It is al so believed that the site is exactly where the light from the heavens miraculously 

came down on the day of 3. s~ifanos and his follower were condemned. The chronicle 

says the fo llowing about the establi slullent of S;:, lIase Church at Dabra B;:, rhan: 

... then he (Zarayaqob) crossed the river warari, and arrived at Eba, .. . 

shortly afler his arrival, there was an uprising of the children of Estiftl, 



who declared that they did not want prostrate themselves before our lady 

Mmy not before the cross of her son ... the king then had them judged, 

convoked all his court and the pilgrims who had returned Fom Jerusalem, 

and it was decided that they should under go special tortures till they died. 

Their noses and tongues were cut off and they were stoned the death on 

the 2nd of the month Yekatit. Thirty eight day afier their stoning, the J 0'" of 

megabit, the day of the cross, light appeared in the sky and remained 

visible in all the land for several day, which caused that our king talk 

fancy to his loyalty which he named Dabra Berhan. He built there a 

magnificent church which he placed under the innovation of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. .. all the inhabitants of the area with out distinction brought 

straw from Gedam up to fatagar, ... Zarayaqob, who had Fom Queen 

Gera Baalte hat the land of lba made the vow to give it to this church for 

its priests and its services (Chronicle ofZarayaqob, J 968). 

[n addition to the [yasus Church, Emperor Zar;)'a ya ';)qob is said to have constructed two 

other churches, namely Beta Masqal and Beta Maryam. Of these three churches, Beta 

Iyasus was the main Dab;)r while Beta Maryam was the king's private chapple (Sergew, 

1968). 

According to trad ition that the piece of the True Cross on which Christ was crucified was 

brought to Ethiopia in the fifteenth century; and it is said Dabra B;)rhan S;)lIase was one 

of the place where it was kept before it was finally deposited in G;)san Maryam. 

(Taklatsadiq , [960). 

According to the local traditions, the Jyasus Church continued significantly a religious 

center. After the death of Emperor Zar;)' a ya ' ;)qob, it was in a much weakened condition 

until it was destroyed by Imam Ah;)mad G;)raiiii. 

2 



'. 

A11;:)miid G;:)rann, who led the sixteenth century war on Ethiopian Church and became 

victorious, then ordered churches to be burned down together with their treasures; and 

their precious property to be taken away as war looties, The Church of Diibrii B;)rhan 

Iyiisus was apparently one of these losses. 

According to loca l info rmants, Am;:)ha tIyiisus (1745-1775) bui lt a church on the exact 

location in Diibrii B;:)rhan S;:)lIase where the former lyiisus church had been erected by 

Emperor Zii r;:)' a ya ';:)qob . This church, which they said was dedicated to Biical iiwiild, 

literally "the feast for the son (of God)", was built just behind the present day Church of 

S;:)lIase . 

Much latter, Miir;:)d Azmac Wiisiin Siigiid (1808-1813) is believed to have reconstructed 

the town of Diibrii B;)rhan S;)lIase together with the churches which had been destroyed 

since the wars of Ah;:)miid G;:) rafin . He built a new church on the old site of Ziir;:)ca 

ya c;:)qob 's lyiisus Church and dedicated it, for the first time, to the Holy Trinity, S;)lIase. 

According to informants, the fo llowing is said to have been inscribed on the tabot, the 

repi lica of the Ark of the Covenant In G;:)' n language it reads that 11: ~."..,. :1I :mo'}: 

1'I7f.': 'This tabot belongs to Wasiin Sagad . (PankJ1Urst, 1958). 

Although it is said that it was Emperor Yohan;)s IV (1868-1889), who opened new 

opportunities for Zii r;:)ca ya c;:)qob' s town of Diibrii B;:)rhan S;) llase, it was apparent that 

Y ohan;)s was motivated by hi s strong sense of hi story when he strongly advised, indeed 

instructed M;:)nil ik II ( 1889-1 9 13) to make Diibra B;:)rhan S;)lIsa e hi s residence. M;:)nilik 

II is said to have made the following proclamation to Dabra B;:) rha n . 

Debre Berhan was always the town cherished by my f ore bears and in a 

year's time 1 will Ieee and choose this place as my residence and the 

capital of the kingdom. 1, therefore, order those who possess lands within 

the area of the town and belonging to it to return to the government at 

once. (Pankhurst, 1962) 
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1.3 Objectives of the study 

General objectives 

• To study and li st out the ancient manuscripts which are found in Diibrii Barhan 

S;,lIase Church. 

Specific objectives 

• To identify the problem associated with Manuscript preservation in Diibrii Barhan 

Salla se Church. 

• To list out the unknown and ancient manuscripts preserved at the church by 

using the sc ientific cataloguing method. 

• To give an extensive comments and summaries of the manuscripts. 

1.4 Significance of the study 

The research aims at description of selected Manuscript which can help studying them. 

The fo llowings are some of the significant points to conduct the study. 

It wi ll serve as a basis for fLlliher studies. 

It wi ll give general survey of Diibrii Barhan Sallase Church. 

It will serve as a document for policy maker 

I.S Limitation of the study 

Due to the unwillingness of the head store keeper of Diibra B;,rhan Sallase Church 

(gqa bet), the research will not survey all the available manuscripts of Diibrii B;,rhan 

Salla se. The central focus was 16 un catalogued manuscripts. 
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1.6 Review of literature 

A catalog describes data set attributes and indicates the vo lume on which a data is 

located. When a data is located; it can be referred to by name with out the user needing to 

specify where the data set is stored. Data sets can be catalogued; UN catalogued or re 

cataloged. All system-Managed data sets are catalogued automatically in a catalog. 

[t is a complete enumeration of items arranged systematicall y with descriptive detail s. 

The material, books or pamphlet contains such a li st 

According to Richard Pankhurst, (1958) Christian manuscripts cover a wide range of 

literature, including not onl y Bibles, religious service books, homilies, Biblical 

commentaries, and works on theo logy, but also writings on ecclesiastical and civil law, 

li ves of saints, local as we ll as foreign, history, chronographic and medicine. The latter 

includes legal , historic, and other material. Many Ethiopian manuscripts, particularly 

those of the Christian trad ition, are flllthennore important in that their beginning or end 

pages were used to record detai ls of marriages and marriage settlements, land deeds and 

sales, inventories of property, and other such interesting information. Cataloging is the 

Process by which the results of our examination of co ll ect ions are recorded in the entries 

which make up our catalog. 

Most Ethiopian manuscripts are religious texts from the Chri stian faith.. These 

manuscri pts were written on parchment (made from processed an imal hides, usually goat 

or cattle) and decorated with ink drawings and ornamental designs 

The first catalogue of Ethiopian manuscript preserved in the Bri ti sh Museum was 

published in 1847. It was the work of August Dillmann. It contains a description of 82 

manuscripts (Dill mann (B.M) 1938). After Di llmarm, there are a lot of catalogues done 

on Ethiopia Mss. Some of them are described below: 

The largest collection of Eth iopian manuscripts found in British Museum library Dept, of 

ori ental printed Books and manuscripts catalogue of the Ethiopic manuscripts. in the 
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li brary three cata logues set forth. The first eighty-two in this collection were catalogued 

by August Di llmann in his Catalogues Codicum Manuscriptorium largest numbers of 

manuscripts of Briti sh library were cata logued by W. Wright in hi s catalogue of the 

Ethiopic manuscripts in the Briti sh museum acqu ired since the year 1847. (London I 877). 

He provides in fo rmation on four hundred and eighty manuscripts, including th irty - five 

which were acqu ired after 1847 and before the Maqdala expedition of 1868. Three 

hundred fifty were acquired by the Maqdala expedition. 

Ullendorff, Edward. (195 1) Catalogue of Ethiopian manuscripts in the Bodleian li brary. 

Oxford: Clarendon press, 1951. 32p. This Catalogue contains serial no umber. 36-101 ; 

noumber. 1-35 will be found in Vol.! (Dillm31m 's catalogue of 1848). The co ll ection of 

Ethiopian Mss. in the Bodleian library now contains just over 100 items. 35 of these had 

been catalogued by Dillmann in 1848 and 67 Ethiopic manuscripts in the Cambridge 

University Library were set fo rth by hi m in 1931 along with Stephen Wright and D.A. 

Hubband in their catalogue of Ethiopic manuscripts in the Cambridge Uni versity Library 

(Cambridge) . 

Also Edward Ulendorff, 111 195 1 described 66 MSS in his catalogue of Ethiopic 

manuscripts in Bod lejan Library. Steve Dellamatr and Demeke Berhane, (2005), a 

catalogue of 23 Eth iopic MSS in England (Journal ofsemetic studies supplement). 

Chai ne, M. (19 12) catalogue des manuscripts eth iopiens de la co llection Antoine d' 

Abbad ie, Paris 1912 [234 MSS, together with a supplement to the catalogue of the 

National Library of Pari s, publi shed by Zo tenberg, of 16 MSS 

The Ethiopian microfilm library (EMML) stabl ished 1970 by his holiness Abuna 

Tewof;)los, Mucomber ( 1975). Then Mucomber, Wi lliam F.A (1975) catalogue of 

Ethiopian Manuscripts microfilmed for the Ethiopian m31lUscript microfilm library, 

Addis Ababa, and fo r the monastic manuscript microfilm library, Collegevi lle. 
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In the works of Getachew Haile and William F. Macomber. (1975) volume V project 

number 1501-2000 around MSS were catalogued from Dabra Bdrhan Sdllase church ,So 

the researcher will try to catalogue about IS un catalogued Mss. 

1. 7. Methodology 

In this research the primary data source is employed. It is also explained the manuscripts 

under qualitative research. The main concrete undertaking of the research is MSS that are 

not previously done by others. In thi s study, the researcher collects data by the following 

methods: digital photographing of MSS Reliable indication for determining the 

approximate date is by paleographical criteria, and attempt to catalogue the MSS and 

available info rmation on the issue wil l be supplemented by interviews. 
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Chapter 2 

Cataloguing of 15 Manuscripts 

In this Chapter, the reasercher discusees features common to 

manuscript analysis. His basic argument is this: primarily in the body of 

the thesis consist a description and the catalogue of the manuscripts. 

The description fo cuses on the physical appearance of the manuscripts. 

It includes the date of the manuscripts based on paleography.The 

manuscripts listed according to their catagories: first listed in the Holy 

Bibles, then Theological books, books of sermon, hymns books and 

Historical books accordingly. 

After physical description has been made the different readings and 

colophons in the Manuscripts incorporated. The wrtings of the 

manuscripts are black and red colours. In this chapter, the red colours 

written in bold letter. Punctuation of the manuscripts also got great 

attention. The contents of the manuscripts pointed in section, the firist 

section is pointed by Incipit (Inc.) it means 'it begins'. The last section is 

pointed in Desinit (Des. ) it m eans 'it ends'. The English translation part 

is written after the vernacular languge G;J'dZ readings and then the 

comment of each manuscript written on remarks. 
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I. Holy Bible 

1. oo·"OD. /. -'l'l!-1. Mazmura Dawit (psalter) 

Physical Descrption 

Title : U"1jO"'/' -'l'l! -1. Mazmura Dawit 

Measurment: 18crnx15cm x 7cm 

Language: G;)'dZ 

Date: 18tl1 c 

Material: Badely damage vellum 

fo lio: 180 

Lines to page: 17 

Columns: one & two 

Quires : 18 

Binding: Damaged leath er 

Scriber: 1 

Writing: legib le 

Owner: 

'11: U"7"h'l:: II : '1/'1. I"C'I.(} : OJt'l'} : t'l1 ~: OJM1·V.; ./;9'~(!, (} : },(}4.OJt'l'} : 

OJ~,OD': OJII.,,: ' ''I.IY1. 1:\ 

'This book belongs to the HI Giyorgis Wasan Sagad . His father is 

Tewod;)ros Asfawasan and h is mother is Walata Mika 'el.' 

"""",,,,·t. -'l'l!-l- Mazmura Dawit ff2ra_ 180ra 

Inc. f 2 ra <j:1-j~: "J\ ~:J''} : OJIIY ,' },'}: oo·"OD·C : 1IP''l!·l' : 110·6 : 11~,t'l.: 1I}1,<"t.: 

n9"11t. : /. ut. en : OJ"~l,'lIun : OJ·fl·,,: '/:'i"" : ;)'rl.·} : ..... .......... . 

'Blessed is the man who does not walk in th e cou ncil of u ngodily, not 

stand in the way of sinner s .......... ' 

Dec.f180 r ~, .)(V. \,() : 1Pc,,f" }: (VA 'L.!J>'} : (/J~, . 1P9"1.: (lOD': 7, "J I1,(, ·nrl"C: OJOJ'17th·: 

· , · ~,'HI",: fl rM,·n [Ill.) 
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Remark 

f 11 8 Sepa rated 

f 176- 180 damaged 
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2, UDlIOU·t.. ~'P.:,. Mazmura Dawit (psalter) 

Physical Descrption 

Title: £J"'I1(",·t. ~'P.:" Mazmura Dawit 

Measurment: 25crnx17cm 

Language: G;)' ;)2 

Date: 20th c 

Materia l: vellum 

folio: 175+13 

Lines to: a page 18 -23 

Coloumns: one & two 

Quires: 15 noumbered 

Binding: wooden board covered with leather and lylon cloth, 

Hand writing: ligible 

Scriber: .C~~ : "'1CJ'9" Faqada Maryam (fl 53v) 

Different readings in the Manuscript 

£fl"l1",,·t. we:/' Mazmura Dawit ffl vu-129rb 

7,1\.,,/- (lu·ft Salata muse ff 129va_136ra 

M .. -J- ~r,·ft Salata M;)nase ffl36rb -137vb 

7,1\ .. -J-: W}}'"A Salata Dan;)' el ffl37 vc - 139rb 

M"T: r r.t') Salata salastu Daqiq ffl39 rb -142v 

M,,'I-: ~\''I'I/~\'1-~ : "'IC,f'~ Salata agz;)t;)na Mar;)yam ffl42v-143 r 

M .. '/-: I/l1e ,f'{J Salata Zakar;)),a s ffl43 L 143v 

7,1\ .. ,,. :{J9" PO} Sala ta S;)m'on ffl43v - 143v 

u"~Ar: rJV~A,e I/nl\ .. ,!"'} Magabya Magal;)y Za Solomon ff144 rb - 153vb 

O)'P,ft 0'/(:,1'9" W;)ddase Mar;)),am ff 154 ra-175rb 

Mainature: fl v picture of Lady Mary 
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Colophon 

fl53 v '/I'H;: U07.,hlj:: l'"h&.lJ-: &.:1' r.: '''IC .1'9": H'O,h.t.: ~,'HlOC: lJ1t"·: 

"'/1"0':;: OUU'I't\tI: 1-7.,l,t;;·,,: o1.~aJ!]!,aJ?;: '}an.j.: 9",l,t.·)· : A£Il': t>~ 

:,}£Il'1': U"'}"lP"/;: 'VI"l'''lce: 9u 'I.Ah: 1'/-1).': ',11"':": la,.:,·r·A·,p:;: ijaJ:j;'j': 

"tUU .,.: o,,£,.,.~: "'1,1; Y'(): (Juucpt\tl: aJAr.: '}'/.P': aJtlA7.·,hG:: )I.,h&o: ')'7,11'11: 

~,&_: aJC;": ()'O,h:'-: 1'I7,"IU.~,'O,h.C: 

'During 19 13 A.D. in the 48 regina l commoration King M~nilik II ; the 

year is Matthew This book is written by Faqada S~llase by the order 

of Sal;afe T~'dZaz Afawarq of Ankobar the country of the king .Glory to 

GOD.' 

fl75v 1aJ!].~1: ,}UUof': 9u lJt.:'·: f'7'Ot.: hC()·Y·(): .elJ: ~aJ' :: "u,,~ : "'l'I;Y'(): ',aJ':: 

1aJ!]!'1?;: ,}uo.,.: 9",l,t.·)·: "un~: '''IC,M: .elJ ~aJ':: 1aJ!].Uz :,}uo.,-: 

9"iht.:'·: "m'~: I",h"}() : f'/>Vl,"': ,l,.eaJ·"': .elJ : ~aJ': : 

'In 1918 A.D. in the year of Mattew, it is the birth day of Giibrii 

K)r:Jstos who pay tribute. In 1923 A.D the year is Mark. In 1925 A.D 

in the year of John, it is the birth day of iIseta I:I:Jywat .' 

2.1 UUll OP.t. we-l- Miizmurii Dawit ffl va_129 rb 

Inc. f Ira 1'''1''17.' t\h,-I'\· :;:ji:;: lj:!-J&.: II~~·.!I'"}: aJ"?'I'~'"}: U"'''''"'G: It.'l'l!+:;: 

'Oo·/>: ,m,r~.: IIA.,ht.: 09"ht.: t. VI. '}'}:;: aJlavllu,,: aJ' ()., , : lj:<;"": 

?'I'A·}:;: ....... .. 

'Blessed is the man who donot walk in the counsel of the sinful, nor 

stand in the way of sinners nor sit in the seat of the scornful.. ....... ' 

Des.f 129rb : .......... aJuu·'·Ch-: GMl: t\1"A.P~·:;: O)~,()r'lAh-: rMII"': 7,9"r.4:"': 

7\()t'~bA :;: 

2.2. 7.1'\0'" OIJ.n. Salota Muse ff 129va_136ra 
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Inc . f 129v UlJ')Af': HI.,I':'· : 017.11 .. ":: lIoo·rt: ·}rt·n,I.: M,PIIIJ,·n,/l.c : (In·,h : 

'H·(\·n[,h] : . . . . ... . .. . 

'Praise of the Prophet and Moses . Let u s praise the God who IS 

pra ised for ever ... . .. ' 

Des. f1 36ra .. . . .. . . . ... . . :nh ... II· : untPtlll : :h,e01-)'f'::: n~'Y.'uo: (1, '1': 7,"1II.ldl ,'l.C 

' ..... In all m y life, I want to live in the House of the Lord' 

2.3 . 1'.11.'" 9"'irt Siilotii M~nase ff136 rb -137vb 

Inc . f 136rb 1'.11 .. "' : 9"'Irt: ~n.,e :::Z::: 7,"I11,1. : l,~lb: h'-II·: 'M9U
: l,9"l\llUO . : 

I\,t, nel! " : 

'Prayer of Prophet M~nase 0 Lord ; a ll the universe is in your h a nd. 

God of our Fathers ..... ' 

Des . f 137v . .... . ... :UOm~: 7.1I,eh· : n:,.,e01:'·f': l,'}FI": M,"III,,t,·n,/l.C ; 

' ..... .. In my life prayer , I pay Glory to God.' 

2.4 ?II·-/,: ~,};"'A $alotii Dan~'e l ff137v -139rb 

Inc. f 137v 7.11 .. "': ~,};"'A : ~n.,e : fl11'/,-)': 1/7,9" ,t,tfC.I'; ,e:,.rlt.l1: 7,PII/J,·n,/l.c : 

,t,9"l\h: l,nel!~ ::: . . ...... . . 

'Prayer of prophet Dan'el , pra ised from Az'ar:Jya May Bles sed God the 

Lord of our Fathers ...... .' 

Des . f 139rb ...... . . :I'ln,,),: nh"'II· : 9"Y.'C: O1nh·.II-: 'M?" 

' . .. ... . pra ised in the univers and the earth .. . ... .' 

2.5 M · "·: r f.-t~ $alota siiiastu Diiqiq ff139 rb -142v 
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Inc. f 139rb ?on .. "': E y',/:~, :::!!:;: .e,l·(U.n: ~,"1tUdlrh.C: M"IIh: l,WI!~ i 

fl(j·;,,'I.: w'~,·/,: WAO·A'I.: w'~d' : n'M?,': ......... . 

'Prayer of the three Children. Be Blessed God the Lord of our 

Fathers. He is Praised, Prince for ever. ...... ' 

Des .f 142v ........ . ... . :~,flh: I";)A<t:: rI"'1'/:: M,olll.ldl,h,C ' .......... till pass 

the wrath of God' 

2.6 M·-/": h"1l1h-r~: "'ICY9" Siilotii 3:gzdbnii Mardyam 

ff142v-143r 

Inc.f 142v ?on .. -/·: ~,''I"Ia,-h: '''/CJ'?'': f,';"t"IA: [01 11 :1.9"]: "''1-or·: ~<t:I'lf': 

n~, "111.1, '(j,h,C ::: ........ .... . 

'Prayer of our Lady Mary God Bearer; Glorify m y Soul to God ...... .' 

Dec.f 143' .............. :nldlC'/?" : OJnncO': ~,f11I : (I'M?" 

' ....... to Abr:lham and his family for ever' 

2.7 M·-/": Ht}CYfl Salota ZakardyaS ff143r- 143v 

Inc. f143 r 

?j·l"A: .......... . 

'Prayer of Zechariah Priest and Prophet, Praised God Lord of 

Israel.. . ... .' 

Des. f 143v .... hrID :YC-h'>: ~,1t'l: W'fl'/': <t:c;'-/,: 0'1[9"]. 

' . .. Like this May God Bless our ways in peace.' 

2.8 M·-/· :fl9"P"t Salota Sdffi'on ff143v - 143v 
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Inc . f 143v 7.1'1 .. 1': if?"!'1 : '/n . .e: Xl;: .e?,,~: :"I"'IlC': 1'11·nch:""""""" 

'Prayer of Sdm;)'On the prophet. Now give permission to your servant. 

I saw the salivation' 

Des. f 143v ............. :aJtHU.: I'I,}, ·/I·nh: ?,ift·t"A::: 

'This is the Glory of your people of Israel. ' 

2.9 OP;)Ar: OP;)A.e IIM-'r'1 Maoabya Maoaby Za Solomon ff144rb • 

153vb 

Inc. f 144r 

t,1,v·: """,,'This is Songs of songs the Solomon: Let Him kisses me 

with th e kisses of his mouth ' 

Des . f 153vb .......... . :·ht7.£"': iffJrlb: iffJrlb.f'·)- : II.er'lou.e: r'lC7. : r'lt1 : ' I'nn : fJ'IC 

: OIA.I'.: ·nh· ::: 

'Concluded Glory of Glory the so called Sar$a Sarin wisdom of Bagor, 

the Son of B;,ku' 

2. 10 OJo.'Ir'l. U'fCY'1" W;)ddase Mar;)yam ff 154ra·175rb 

Inc . f 154ra aJ·P'r'l.Y : 1'I?,.J'II?, ')'~: '''Ie.''?'' : Y:1"IA: aJ" ..... ·/': t,?""h: II.e ·)-~n ·n: 

nM'I' : r'l~ . .e ::: &"".1'.: 1, "IIU,: .f'''ll>l': 1'It-,'l?":""" .. """"". 

, A Hymn of praise for our La dy Mary, Virgin God bearer to be 

readen on Monday. God wished to set free Adam ... ' 

Des. f 175rb ....... : 7.1'1-.+: 1I'''IC.f'?'': aJM,II ;)': ,f'.I'."~~~: ?,uu'H': mA}I : 7.11 .. ;)' 

:1'I°'lC.f'?": aJM,II ;r: 1\·00'0 : !\!\if'l: t,fJ : °'l-/;$Pif: ,f'.I'."~(i': ?,I'Ju'}' I' : mAP, : 

7.11 .. ;)- : 1I1'/·lP: '/11"")- : ?"'t.Ah: ,f'Y: '~'i' : ?,ou'}'I-: oIAP,: 7.1'1 .. ;)- : " . l'IaJl'I" ': 

1'/·I"'~: t,ifl-jl'l: °n:,f'?": J' Y:'~C; : ?,un'}" ,: mAP, : 7.1'1 .. .+: lIon:,f'?": l'II)'/t·)·'1 : 

t,.;,'r·~·J': ,ell4'fJ: ?,ou,}oj' : mA,'1 
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, .... prayer and intercession of Lady Mary redeem us from wrath of her 

Son, prayer and intercession of our Lady redeem his grace Abba Mathew 

from the wrath of her Son, prayer and intercessionof Lady redeem our 

King of King M;milik II redeem his daughter, her prayer, pray and forgive 

to our country Ethiopia protect from wrath of Lord' 

Remark 

Coloumns are Dawit one and W~ddase Maryam one 

::: The nine dots used in different places 
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3. t-hr Jt .... .e.f'i'1 Ra';,ya IsayJyas 'Vision of Isaiah' 

Physical Descrption 

Title: &·hr Jt ..... .e.f'i'1 Ra'dya Is ayJyas 

Mesurement: 18cmx16cm 

Language: GJ' JZ 

Date : 19th c 

Material: Parchment codex 

folio: 141 

Lines to a page: 21-28 

Columns: two 

Quires: 16 

Binding: broken wooden board stamp leather, stiched 

Hand writing: Small (deqiq) & ligible 

Scriber: 11'''J.llh.A Zemicael (f73ra) 

Different readings in the Manuscript 

&·7,r h.t).e,I'() Ra'dya Isaydyas ff4ra-51 va 

ou)l,-'''t. h,I"'(l Ma$d]:Iafa Iyob ff 51vb-73,a 

,l"}(],'" (fO,D TJnbitii. Hose ff 73rb-80va 

:,. '}Q 1- (,,1,,)1,' Tdnbitii. Amo~ ff 80va-89vb 

'r'}(l ·t' ("~,,,A TJnbitii. lyu'el ff 90ra-94rb 

'l-'}(l,'" r-CJi'I TJnbitii. Yonas ff 94rc-103rb 

·1· '} (l, ". tIlJC.f'il Tdnbitii. Zii.karyas ff1 03rc 141 ra 

Colophon & Marginal note:ffl va,2r,4r,5r, 14v, 19r,21 v ,23v,39v,40',44r,48' 

f 2' reads table for callender 

f 3m half folio (l()nn: (1'11: OJalA.I:': WUl',}t.i'I: ,}p,.(): li: (,9"'111: '14'.1:'9": 

(ll.,I';(b"-: ~,'?Il.h'(l"bC: tlhtlll'~: Ml'P.~: UD9"utr ['z. ~l 
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'In the name of the Father. ... one GOD we prioritize through the 

blessing of God as we ordered by our fathers and teachers' 

f 5 rb in the upper margin 

1'1.' Ga~ 'page or the folia of the Manuscript.' ~,CMI')' Ar';;,st 'the 

space on the top of the folia.' 

71'1' floD-'I ~1'/'fIOD- oDUhA YflOl· '(]?'I .)",~,). 'The space between the 

lines is Ijob;;,t.' 

?n{}"'l11 'M;;,smak is the empty space between the binding parts of the 

manuscript. ' 

1'1.' Ga~ 

"JAr:'" G;;,lyat is the empty space of the left & right margin of the 

follia. ' 

'Vl"J 'Ij;;,ddag is the bottom margin of the folia.' 

f 5 rb between the columns 

.n,r: '/'fI?" ooUhA "'l'W'} 'The space inside the letter is Mab~an.' 

~I(r')' 'r'hC M"{}:,- ", ~ 'l'Il'r 'Four black five red (points) is Naqu~. 

U·fI:,· 'r"lC ','r'(] 'Two black points Na~;)b '. 

u·M· 'r'/lC (I{}:'. <f' ~ nl.,,' 'Two black three red is saraz' 

~?n,l?,' 'Amd 'Coloumn' 

UOl·A:" haw;;,lt 'The space between coloumns' 

"JAr,)' G;;,lyat 

~,P'''J Ij;;,ddag 'The bottom margin of the folia.' 

f 5 rb at the lower Margin 

9"{}"'l11 M;;,smak 

Ol{}&" Wasfe 'Thin metal made uses for to pierce and line the folia' 
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Colophons: 

f40r OJhAn: 7,'H': 11"'71': OJ~, . .eI1OJ'/: 1700111' : OJ'II'.I~:I': .eML'I.: .et7o'l,h-: 7,11, 

hA%(ft70,: '~O'l.: 1101'\,11.: Mull-I;: 011 :,': OJ:,'I1OJ,'I. : 170011 '1' : OJ.eooOH,: 

OJ·II'.~I1,: '1:"'7.: 7tI)h,: O,P'On:!'I1,: OJO;:...eIl: MAil.: 1111',: 'Oll, ' t OUn'I, : 

'U,oo'}I1,: 01'00,:, ' 11,: ~d'l; n: :"0,11,: ~,',: h.l'."n 

'No one will be a widow before me no one is died. My children a re 

coming soon . These two would be come together against you . One 

day you will be a widow. Your chilldren will be died . Stand up in 

your prayer a nd in your power.This is en ormous a nd belive In 

this. I belive in your Adultry. You said that "I will be saved" .' 

f4Br OJM"lIhh,: h·OCh. : 7,1100 : ~,.I',}C·O : Orh.eI1, : OJ~".e;:"A:" : OJC",h,: 7,1100 : 

7, "J 11)111 rlbC : {I C 'n h,: 

'The Lord is your Glory. Your Sun never set. Since your Lord is your 

light. Your moon n ever ends.' 

ff2'- 31', 141 vb ,}1I9'" M·6.ml. Mil lit. lloo~, '} n. </!~'~:/, Zi'i,;h hf:.~ hX OJ:i, 

I'~, : OJZ '}oo'), 0'1-/;9'11 ',OJ' :: .eU'} OOIOJi! '}oo:/ , "J~,lJ. OOIOJQ'}t7o:/, 

:/'1J';lJ. M'l! I'OJ~A U) h'}oI>~' 'W'II '/'ooC '}OJ'J', M 'H; ',OJ':: oo'}OC .~ 

MW ',OJ' ~,'}'f>~' IIt70 '}OC ',OJ':: "'7ohll.e 'l'ooC [j(Z 'IOJ ·?,'[J. l~"}of>~' 9. 

t70 '}OC '/0)' :: 

'If we count from th e creation of the world till n ow.it is about seven 

thousand three hundred seventeen .The year is Ma thew. Recount 

this with 19 years interva l.if we recount with 14 years it remains 

2 1. 19 a r ticle sub cycle is the 19 years cycle or Hypoctea from 100 

years seat 33 years is a rticle of a seat central calculation is 77 

year s. 29 years is th e fourth article of a seat.' 
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fl41 vb (].>,,:J4,t r.o/&.. (1.'1-'1 n~'n'/,Ir 'I,nt. ~~·l· (1."'" u"t-rhA m',}1~ ,,..,.},. 

}",:J4.t r ... /t .. h1,nt. ~~.} u"t,"", '''''''nt'l'' m"}'I?,,'} T,\6\:: ~"l'/" u"'}'I~ 

N ' Lt\:/, ~,'}~ln u"t,'Io,} m'A(I t\.l'Im(ll· ',aJ':: .eU'}'}9" 1'1. ~,:J1';' "U,A 

?,~:aJ' WA~ °'lC,e')" ~w· }"'''l.yu:l: r. ?.et\ rmfl4'A m'yut, (Il'n'/: m'9"t, 

OJA~ ,h'rc.r"'" ~ 'Pfl ~ t.'}:1' 'I II aJ' P'''luo [ill] nunt-rht\· t'I.OJm· t'I."'1fl 

,/·t.1'°,ZA:: 

When a n ew roa d constructed between the house of Agafari Dagdfe 

a nd Dabta ra Ga bra $ad ::>q; Agafari Dagdfe recived a plot of land as a 

compensation from Da bta ra Gabra $ad::>q but if the Constrac tion 

fa iled the plot of land ,would be returned . During this land 

tran sact the cen t ra l judge was Walda Maryam and the witnesses 

were D. bayla Masqa l, Priest Ta b::>qe, Pr iest Walda Hawar::>yat a nd D. 

Wase Fanta Nalaw was a broker. The agreem ent was s igned to 

construct the road . ' 

3.1 ?oil!' hA.e.rfl Ra'::>ya Isaydyas ff4ra-51 va 

Inc f 4 ra ",·7,.e: I1C~,!,: h.<'!.e.efl : ~n . .e: aJA.I'.: }','1"7,: /lC~,!,: m,'}·/': .eO·?' : 

wm,'H': }'.,c'';'<,!t\,')'': nU "'l'bt\: }'/I.e'}: aJ},.r·h;ry": Wht-rl/: wlI,'I1'},f'fl: 

'l''lUJ': n.ev·p,: fl"'1o : flOll.e: roM';?"},.: ?n~·c: 7,fluo: 7,"lIl)dlrlbC: 'Inn: 

/lm)l/: ro.e(1.: ro·M'.: rot'l.\';/l·: ro},6\?<#!: 7,UD·'H,fl: },t'l0J.'1.: "';h?'''I. : 

l.7,uo/.: 1I},1'CIJ,: roM';"l~.: (1.1': 7,"l11),· : ... .... .... . 

'The VISIOn of Isaia h the son of Amots ,which h e saw concernmg 

Juda h and Jerusalem in the days of Uzzia h ,Jotham ,Ahaz,and 

Hezekia h ,kings of Judah. Hea r , 0 heaven s, a nd give ea r 0 earth : for 

th e Lord h a th s poken, I have n ourished a nd brought up children , 
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and th ey have rebelled against me . The Ox knows his owner a nd 

the Ass his Master's crib ... ' 

Des.f 5 1 va ......... :.e0,: 7,"lII)"Or'"C: OJOD?·~,.: ~"Og: 'H:lfuo,: M,I'\: <}1'\0l.'1.: 

OJo'Llfuo·: 11~, . .e"OJ·9n: OJ7,<'I 'Y·uo, ',.: 11~, . .emr,:~,: OJ.ehOJ·'/, : ~,o,r: I'\h·I'\· : 

111"';1: -"IU.u": ')·-}O.-f': IO,/I.e,!'(J : Ot.h,,· : .>.9"1\ h·: [''1fl.: 9"(Jfl: r,:.,,<;-: 

'The Lord Said and th ey shall go forth, and look upon the carcase of 

the men th at h ave transgressed against me. For there worm shall 

not nap, both shall their fire be quenched, and they s h a ll be an 

abh orring unto a ll flesh . Concluded the prophecy of Isaiah, Let the 

blessing of his Lord upon with the beloved Zamika 'el. World without 

end Amen, Amen, Amen, let it is.' 

3.2 au?,' ,ht. '>'.1"11 Mii$;>Q.afii Iyob ff 51 vb_73ra 

Inc . f 51 vb mVfl .. : l?: ,n~.r'I.: n'n,h,t.: ~,OJ·lIm.Y:: IIl1""': ~,.r·'n: (/W}·,,,,,: -m.I~.: 

&·'h): CO '}:"';h: aJl\~··l': ........ ... .. 

'There was a man in the n a tion of Aw;>srid whose nam e was Job and 

that man was perfect uprant and one that fea red God, eschew 

evil. .. ... ... .' 

Des. f 73ra ... : ~, . r·lJl1: /I(Jao.: )".I'''n: aJM'''~''~t.: IJI\·}: /I~"llP: fl'O,h, t.: -/;'''n : 

m'.9"y:·~{plJ.: ~,l\Y:: aJAJ.'..Ot.~·: /14"/ 'I'\"ou,: fl,/,'Y:,!'9": O,h."f'fl'I'''Hl: OJ(JOu,: 

'/.-/,,/,': aJ~.I'\'L: UU?·)',.: . Hl, II· : M.Ctl'l.: V·: )'"A4.'II: 11?'/"r.<f:4' : ,}".lP :_/;o'/'} : 

mOAP',I'.(J: o"(Jr,:'}: )"aJ·hS'P.: cot)b;C: '}1-'P: )"o'/S'/'. ::: ::: 

'11: 17lJ?",hr,:: II"'I)J)'"A: tI?,h 'i:hfP: ,>,',: hou :.eh·'} :UU?·rht.: UI>Y:;}'t.'). 
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'Eyobab whose n a m e is Job after the reign of Ba laq in the nation of 

Ternan who follows Atsad th e Son of Bered who killed Mediam in the 

desert of Moab whose name is Gitum. These people came to h im; 

Elphaz the Son of king of Terna n, Bildad the judge of Awkenawi; 

Safor king of Amenawi. This book is written by Mikael to be the book 

of remedy .' 

3.3. :}-"}Q'" Iff\o T;mbitii Hose ff 73rb·SOv, 

Inc . f 74r IHJ'I'I,{) 7f1..e: :I'll: ',"lIUdlrhJ:: u}l~: 'W: U'f'I,{): 0)(.\.1'.: ,M .. r.?": 

(10"'1'011: P'l/,f'"): t,.r't,:r9" : Olt,f.,.,, : OJ,),'l/·1'.f'(): ~'II)J,,·: .eIJ·}:: (1oocpol'I: 

h.I'-C'M.?" : OJAY.: '}1-L)' : 7,p't-~ .. A : .. _ .... , 

, The Prophet of Hosea, The word of th e Lord came in to Hosea, the 

son of Beeri in the days of Uzziah , Jo th a m, Ahaz, and Hezekia h , 

king of Judha,in the days of Jeroboam the son of J oash king of 

Israel ' 

Des.fSOva , . ... . 00 '/ - : 7,'}h: mfl:fl: 1I.e(h,A{": 1'1111-';: OJI'~,?"C': 7,00°: C-"o,:,- : 

fi;C;cr IJ-: M,"JtI.Ml(h,C: 7.,1'; ,!/>'}: I' (hOJ'C fD'}: OJ;)'l' ~, '}I'I : ,eM'} fD'}: -h{')I,oo 

:1I1f1'l.0: (1l-h-'-: M"fth-: '}'h-'}: ?"Of\'/ : 1'10,1'10° : "1M" : OJO{)(h:/': 

M,"J 1\)"(1 rlbC 

' .. ...... Who is the wise, and h e shall imagine this things? Prudent 

and he shall know them? For th e ways of the Lord a re right and the 

righteou s shall walk in them: but the sinners shall fall in .' 
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3.4, -r10.·" n'i"l'\ T:mbita Amo~ ff 80va_89vb 

Inc .f80va :NI: 7,"1II),'O,I1,C: 11/1', : 10: ~,q07,': 0~,:I't9n: IH;'h'l.: IICM': m,'}·,,: 
MIt-~"tI: OJm,'}-/': n.r.;. ... 11,9": Ooo'PM: 91',(") :'}'NP: ~u·", i OJOoo'PM: 

~, .r·C·M,9": OJtI.I',: {"MI: '}7-IP: 7,{Jt-~"tI: ..... . 

'The word of Amo~ who was among the h erdmen of Tekoa, which he 

saw concerning J erusalem in the reign of Uzziah king of Judah and 

in the reign of Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel. .... ' 

Des .f89vb OJ7d';-II'1"un,: OJ·{J·" 9" .I':r: 00': OJntl(l: 7,'}/l: 1I,f'OJ7,'f,C7D': 7,9n ~'C'C70': 

7,'}" ': OJU,otrp>un, : ~,', : ~fl, ),"III),'O,I1,C: MUlltr: 1111"11·: ~C7Dtltr : 'hC7,C7D: 

1I~,'lu7,': ',O.~: Ol/l"': M"II/l·: :"/l.'}: 9n{JII,', :OJ{J'Ocl, :" : M,"II1),'O,I1,C : 

'And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be 

pulled up out of their la nd which I have given them, says the Lord of 

all God Ended the prophet of Amo~. Let the blessing of his God be 

upon us. Glory to God.' 

3.5 -r10,'" n,~~"tI T~nbita Iyu'el ff 90ra-94rb 

Inc.f90ra :I'll: 7,"Ill.n·0,h,C: 11/1',: "10: ~,.N"tI: OJtI~: 1] ·"~,,tI: Mno·: In·,, : 

II.:I'OJ·'} ·": 111': hJ»t'~btl: OJ~,Mno·: /l,tltrC7D.: MI: :"',0<;.; OJ·{J·,, : 9".\?"C: 

1'17,00 : /l'P.',: /lunll: 0C70'PolI,lwo,: OC7D'PM : ~,O'P.trun- .. . 

'The word of God th a t came to Joel: the son of Pethuel. Hear this 

thing Scholars of the house of Israel, all the inha bitants of the land 

what has been in your days, or even in the days of your father?' 
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Des .f90 rb ........ m~,:/-(\"/'A : .~. 'IlJao· : mh,Y'I?"h: Mloo: ~"/: 7,"JH)dl' /bC: 

H~,)~'C : m·I"I"· : 7,'{" '}: ,,·,{.7,ao: /Hd~h,A : '/n . .e : nlh '/' : M"t'lh·: {,'I 1"1 ' : 

9"1"1(\,'/: m{)·n,/d·: M,"JII)dl,h,C: 

' ........ Judha s h all dwell for ever, and Jerusalem from generation to 

generation .For I will reven ge their blood that I have not cleansed for 

the Lord in Zion. Concluded the prophecy of Joel. The b lessing of 

his Lord is upon us Glory to God.' 

3.6 :"'}Q-r r-C;I"I T;mbita Yonas ff 94rc·l03rb 

Inc . f94 rc OlP'/ : :1'1"1: 7,"JII),·n,h.c: ' )n: r-C;I"I:mAY. : ~,o'H : m.en.I"I": '/"},P'h: 

ohh·C:')n: 'I'I'I?: V'lC: 'Fl.e : mflnh : 1"1"00' : ~,l"Iao : ,}l'l : MI{"oo,: ' )n.{': ....... 

'Now the word of God came in to Jonah the son of Amittai said to him 

arise a nd go to Nineveh that great city a nd cry against it for their 

wickedness is come up befor m e .. .' 

Des. f103 rb .... .. m~,'}n: h, .e'h9"U~I'I· : 1"I'/~ (r.: V'll : ,}CJ.e: IlUl"lm.: Ol' {)'/;;1" : 

n'm, : & .. I':t,.y. : lI.eml')·: 7,9"H>mlN:: oAli:: hl"l: ~,.'{'l"Im·: 0;>'1"00': 

m{,"'1':'OD.: m~,'}I"I<'J: 'flt1·,~: nlh·/· : ~,9nt'lh': {,'I 1"1' : 9"1"1(\,'/: 

' .. .. and should n ot I spare Ninveh,that great city ,where m more 

than on e hundred thousand people that cannot d iscreen between 

their left a nd righ t sides ;and a lso much cattle. Let the blessings of 

his Lord be upon us.' 

3 .7 :'··m.',. t1I"JCfl"l T~nbita Zakaryas ffl03rc·141ra 

Inc. fl0 3rc fll"JAo : ,}oo'j': uo' }"J,P"/> : fl.'lC{'·I"I : fl<'J9" '}: mC): P'/: :1'1"1: ~,"JII)"fl,hC: 

' )n : III"JCfl"l: mA~: flt-Ilr.: mAY.: Uf'. : ~fl,.e : ... .. . 
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'In th e eighth month of in the second year of Darius king, came the 

word of God in to Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, and the son of 

Iddo the prophet ...... ' 

Des.fl41 ra ....... (JJ~, . .e:h::h·fl: },'}h: .e}d·: ~,OTJ.L.: h'J'l'P.: (JJ'O-": fl.-": 

},"lll.h·fldbC: 1111"1'\": .etTotln: -h:,?tTO: IHIl-JC.I'O: ',fl . .e: flL.h ·,' : M"'lh' : 

{'Ut'l· : 9"011.',: fl<~t'ltTD: ,}M": (JJO 'fl,h:": t'lh"lH.hfl,IbC ::: 

' .. ..... Every spot in J erusalem a nd the Judha shall be h ollies in to 

the Lord of hosts: and a ll they that sacrifice shall come and take of 

them and seat there: and in that day there shall be no more the 

canannite in the house the Lord of hosts. Ended the prophecy of 

Zech ariah, Let the blessings of his Lord be upon us for ever. Glory 

is to God .' 

Remark 

Canticles of the prophet of the old and new Testaments incorporated . 

There are 12 Colophons Appeare in the Manuscript 

ff 52rb-52va a re teared 

ff58 -59 are sewed 

f73 v empty 

26 



4 . (Il1'/.i\ \'-,h1il Wangela yohanms( Gospel of John) 

Physical Descrption 

Title: Wangelii yo~onms 

Measurement: 14cmxl0cm x 5 cm 

Languge: G;)' ;JZ 

Date: 19th c 

Material vellum 

folio: 110 

Lines to a page 12-23 

Columns: two 

Quries: 10 numbered 

Binding: well wooden binded 

Scriber: unown 

Hand writing: ligible 

Wange1a YOQ,ann;)s ff 3ra_l03r 

Inc. f 3'- 'Oil?--": 1..-11: ~· ,<',.il : -~'''.'f:: t.5.',:?,: -"'1.?,', : ouvi\t>-r: P',h1il : OJA1'.: 

IH11'D 9'il: 'f:·ht.: ?,"IIl),~ : 1,.rt'l·il: heil ,r'il: }"h,<',.: ?,9": owe",: lIlhAh,"': 

,h'PC:Y-)': 7.1'1 .. -',: lIlOt.h.,,: f"/I'I,: 9"ill'l: 'f:·/.e : [ill.]: i\'}fIuv: ,}1'I9": },'''/:}: 

lIl~'''l'} : i\,eh·'}: .......... . 

'The Gospel of Generous,the disciple,which speak by the Divine 

(power) ,John the Son of Zebedee intimate disciple of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, may his prayer and blessings be with his beloved[ill.] for ever 

Amen ... .. .. .. .' 

27 



,}rf"-r ; OJOtHl'}",: ,}rm.,.: rf" 't"lF"": lI'be'"}: 4;u/C : ...... ..... :h'PI1'O"' : 

n '''I}? : ~,"IIUdl"bC: O/t}?7.I\. : O'i:C'/:'": ~,'}Oll : ',·/ .. C,}C: tM,":"": A ... ·}: :: 

' ............ The Gospel written by John the Appostle, Son of Zebedee 

one of from the twelve Apostles, in the languge of Yonani, the na tion 

of Ephesu s a fter the ascension of our Lord to the h eaven by body in 

the 37 th year of Nero Caesar's reign, is completed, and Glory be to 

God, his m ercy and forgiveness the stars of heaven without fearing 

and ceasing.' 

Rrmark 

ffl '-2v empty 

f 3 r Some words are erased 
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'Your father's heared Words of God and they bowed to Him.We shall 

see they said in their home their blessing upon his servant Manilik 

forever Amen. 

Remark 

ff 1' -2v pen trial & damaged follio. 

f 2v J\m·tlor) n·· ·/·MI"r. ~ :}". 'It is Miracle of Paul' written in blue inc 

ff2v-3r The Harag decoration has been damaged with ink 

ff 3', 51' have missed letters and words 

The epistle of Saint Paul is not addressed to whom about written. 
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5 ODAMN' ll(ll·t\·{} M1if~kt1i paw~IOs (The Epistle of Paul) 

Physical Descrption 

Title : UlJA~,h'" ll(ll·t\·{} Mii l'~ktii paw;JIOs 

Mesurm ent: 16 crnx 11 cm 

Language: Ge' ez 

Date: 19t11 c 

Material: vellum 

folio 51 

Lines to a page: 10-16 

Coloums: two 

Quires: 5 

Binding - wooden binde only front pa rt 

Hand writing: ligible 

Scriber: 1 

UlJAhh·I' ll(ll·t\.{} M1iI' ;Jkt1i paw;JIOs ff3ra-51'b 

Inc .f 3 ra '})I,.;,.: onm-<j;: ",,;,.e: (Jl{},m·c: (l')(I: 7,"1If.},'(l,h,C: unA~,h" '-: llm-I\"{}: 

')(l: ,'t-(]), [-h'lt\.'H]: (It.h,':: (II[(l]~h -I': M""Ih-: f"ll\.; 9"{} [1\]: llll{}~ : 

u'/-I;9'{}: (119"M: ,}1'rv[~]: 9"~,A[h]: (119"M: h··[A]',: (lu'/(J,n: t\'}I\UlJ: '}t\9": 

)',(T~'}: OJIJ'H- : ~1~: ~,~"1t.hon, : ...... 

'Pure and Chosen and beloved with God Epistle of paul the Apostel to 

the Thessa lonia ns his blessing and the blessing of his God be of God 

upon with our Bishop Mattew and with our king M~nilik II a nd with 

a ll of us h earers world with out end, Amen_ I told you .. _ .. _ .... ' 

Des .f 5 1rb ...... : (Il/n·,': (lO'],p,m,: )'O'elJ'oo': (I'jP,.; 1\ .. -,:: [ .... + .... ]: ,}C)',.e: 

OJ/rHo : ~,'}II: .eOI\.; kl'w.: (II-{}.,-: ),,'O,f'-tlJ'lln,: o~h-r·oo-: "' 'It!- :9"{}I\: 

'j'(l>;.; 9"~Ah: 1\ '}t! u,,: ,}1\9": )',"'n::: 
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6. ODl'I:dtL "'l\.9""}(Il!'l Mas;)h.fa Qalamentos (Epistel of Clement) 

Physical Descrption 

Title: £"'7.·,h&. '''",?''-}(Il!'l Ma~dDaf.i Qaliimen\os 

Measurement: 34cm x 29cm 

Language: Gd' ;)Z 

Da te: 20 thc 

Ma teria l: vellum 

folio: 126 

Lines to a page : 24-29 

Coloumns: Three 

Quires: 17 noumbered 

Binding: wooden board bind , cover with leath er & lylon cloth 

Ha nd writing: ligible , Bold and gulih 

Scriber: Hit. : =!'I"'A: n~ on,,· '}II?" Gabra Masqal Bare Bnu Alam (f 124r) 

Colophon: 

f2v and f1 24v ?"b l,n·~ lb<j:~?,' I'{\"'l"} i'i'l' U1t. !'I-nil')' II.'" JlJI!'I .eu"} 

'M"Y. "}(Il!'l rmYJlllw,") U"7.·,h'i: WIA nun, ,),7.'&0 II .I'..-nt. -ne'/'} ,} .I'.."!'I:" p'ilr'b 

n,.,. llC!'lt.n {\'I';.r:IIU· 

, Me Abba 'Efrem , the Arch Bishop of North Shoa Diocese has ordered 

the scriber to write this book of Clem ent in my own account and 

donated to Dabra B;)rdhan Holly Trinity church.' (Written in blue Ink.) 

t 
,),n· ~ Jb<j:~9" 

[W''l."} i'i'P ()'It. !'I,nh:" II.'" JIM 

Abba Ephrem 

North shoa Diocese Archbishop 
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Inc . f 3 ra (l(w" : h'(l ....... ::: (/).ell.: '1'P,.{): "'I\,~"trn{): ?,9"~"~l: t'JCH:: 

M,olll),~: OJtl~'''Ih',: OJUU~·;)~.~: ~,.r()·{): I1C{)'Y'{): (/).{)".: ()O'/.e: -r1!.A(Il ·':: 

?,~': ~,C~·~,')· : ?,()h: '}?.r, L ,}II~': huu: .eMlh-: lIS: OJ,}".A : -1·P,.{): ... 

'In th e n a m e of the Father, our Lord Jesus Chris t Ascended from 

Apostel a nd gone up to h eaven , He sent the apos tles to teach people 

a nd n a tion the n ews of Gospel to the world . After this said 

Clem en t. .. .' 

Des . f 124 ra .. . .. . ... .. :·'noJ:: uu?"rh<;: : II"""J':rh : (lu"t,',: ~,. r(f· "': ,I'.·(lt.: 

"'I\,9"'}(n{) : m,.i'.: "'(l<;.: ', '(ll: rm{)"'A: (l()"I UlJ : ?,"ltUdlrh.C: h'(l: ~,U<l'}: : 

~,',t){)·r·: "I{):I': rml'}: h{):t>:~·C': "I{)<l?u,,'}: 11(l·C: ~'{):W: M,olll.~,,(lrh.C 

:.e"lfloJ·: h~'''II1'}: 11(/)11,1'. :f·: (l~''}''II\,: F'.~: (lJ':'}"lI\,: ~<;:(f: 1I'"r,:}~: 

IIJ':'}°JA : o·JC.r9u~,: 11 '(lC: 9"{).~r,: .e°JfI')·: h"'l'}::: );: h(l(/)'r: (/)h;)OJ'r : 

~,. ''''CM,·'l. : (l 1. tI. : 7.11,,')'1101": I'I,}/W": '}1I9": hO'/:}: (/)},'''l'}: lI.eh·'}: 

lI.eh·'} 

'This book is copied in th e Monastry of Diibrii Haymanot from 

Miigabi Hadis wiibeluy, Abba .ljaylii Mika'el. The book of clem ent 

come finished by his servant Giibrii Maskiil by peace of GOD the 

Fa ther.Glory to GOD, Glory to Lady Virgin Mary Amen. O! my 

fa thers, my brothers rem ember me in your prayer for ever Amen. ' 

'II'}'/: : rmj/{ rhl!.: ." I\, 9"'}(Il{): "'(/)'/", : (lOJC;) : 'J'C ""Z ." '} : (l I it.i':1. ~: '}. 9" 

OJ·'·I!.?'u,,: (l(/)C;): ()'L.:~''''}Iit.i'(/):1.~: (/)"'7.' '''I!.: (l')'MII-: [1MIl·] OJI'I :q·p,.{): 

~,(l.~: ~,,<;:t.~.: 1I.i'.'(lt.: '(lC'/'}: (/)~,?·rhG:: UI':'/:h(l(lOJ' : I!:}-/; : (/)A,\'. : 

·'·(lC~"A :m,,I'. : ?'rhM)·: ','(It.: uu{)"'A: (It. '(lll· ,}I'I~' :1'I,}l'Irm: ,}I'I 

:hO'l,} 
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'The writing of this book of Clement, was started on January 2002 

A.D a nd completed on June 12,2002 .It was written by the order of 

his grace Abba 3Jrem the Diibrii B;;,rhan. The pro writer is Miigabe 

Haymanot Abiibaw Fiinte and the writer is Giibra Miisqiil Bare Bnu 

Aliim For ever and ever Amen.' 

Remark 

ff 1 r _2r, 125r - 126v empty 

ff2,15,17,27,30,36,50,55,79,85,96,14 have been Sewed 

f 3r h ave h a reg/ Decorative 

The Archbishop Titer stamp and cross sign nine dots appeare about 

48 times in the above follio ff42vb, 71rc, 71vc, 124r, 124v. 
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II Theological Books 

7 .'.0/"1'" II!"dt"}fI ttt.tJJC:" Tagsa$ za Yohan;>s Afawarq 

Physical Descrption 

Title : "'''/''1'1.' 11I",h1f1 t,&.mc·} Tiigsa$ zii Yohan::>s Afiiwiirq 

Measurement 30cmx26cm x 8cm 

La n guage: G;>' ;)Z 

Date: 16 th c 

Ma terial: vellum 

folio: 140 

Lines : 27-28 

Coloums: Three 

Quires: 16 

Binding: wooden Board 

Hand writin g: ligible 

Scriber: 1 

1"'/"/'1.' tlf',h '}fI t,&.mc·} Tiigsa$ zii Yohan::>s Afiiwiirq ff2ra_1 39rc 

Inc. f 2ra flfl rJU : t,'fl: ........ . : IIII'M9": "}'/?'r1 :flt.~t .. ·,': ~,"III.tdldt.G: (/lflY",: 

V'fl " ': 'l.dt <):'/ : liS V· : M,fl·~: .} P,.fI: f' ,h'}fI: t,&.: (/lC:": II . .,.: J\ M ·1· : 

11·".:.fI,,.·}-r1J': II·t-t.hfl :~,azJ'I.',h&": hG;J·fI :1I'I.,h(':: 1.f·C1.fI :(/lAf.: t,OY,f: : 

(/l'}P'. : ~,UlJ'I.',h&. : fI"}hl)C: (/It,fl'''ihe: (/l~,on'l.',h&. : r',h1f1: r/lJ.!'..'flG: 

Iffl·1·C=1°'w-: lJ.'&' '} : . ........ .. 

'In the Name of the Father .... .. in the help of and Grace of GOD ,we 

wro te the Chronicle of the Bishop of Constantine our Father John 

Chrososm which Giyorgis Waldii Amid wrote from pa per and then 

Yohanis Madii b;:>r wrote from synaxarium,callander and Comentary.' 

Des . f 139rc .......... :(/l.e~,,',~,: "' ·'·C'/ .. UlJ·1·: ~,9"AI)~ : t.t.fl, : II°Url/ : flt,". 

: ~,1lJ·jI?u: aJt7?Jlt .. A: fl!'j" .Hm?;' '}OlJ·l· : r,),t.:r: (/l~,9"A.!'.."': hefl 'f' fI : 
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(lI.~m!!.r0mj]: ,}u,,;,-: mc,:l\°?''1~, : t>~: (lMH': r'I~'.e :f,un :1: :1101(:;): 

~ ,h (t, : f, 0'/ . .., 

'During this time translated from Arabic languge to Geez in the 

Month of the year '3nbaqom Mika'el in the year 723A.D.In 1508 from 

the birth of Jesus Christ our Lord .Counted from the year of Martyrs 

is 1247 on Monday the 11th August Amen.' 
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III Books of Sermon 

8 rtr, P'i\(). Zena s;)llase 

Physical Descrption 

Title: 1I.r, P'i\(). Zena s;)llase 

Measurement: 3 2cmx24cm x 8cm 

Languge:G;)' dZ 

Date: 20 th c 

Material: velum 

folio: 118 

Lines to a page: 23-24 

Coloumns: two 

Quires: 4-15 

Ha nd writing: ligible 

Binding: wooden board covered with leather & lylon cloth 

Scriber: ""l'~: (]i\.e Tagag Balay (fl13va) 

Different readings in the Manuscript 

/L r, P'i\(). Zena s;)llase 1 ra - 113va 

rmAll'} P'i\(). Malb'a 5dllase ffl14ra_118rb 

Colophon: F 113va 11'11 rJ'l'?',htt: IIO)ull t'I ~'(lt. '(lcon '}J';{J:" ""i\().:: .eU,}9" 

at'?',h": u';· '} (I ' /"Y' fll1·;~ f''}(l·t. 1Jf.': (]f'~ rtt'lfl,l' r,:,:0). (Jun ' /,9"'" ,), :,:0), MUl' 

J?:'}OlA ~O)' :: ,eu an?',htt: (l'(lt.r, ~\'}.v"lItt: fJ?t.'l· ~\r, rt.p",;~ Ul'9"U':' J?,{J ht'l ;~ 

r,':,:O)': : .eu'}9" 11. r,· ""i\(). rll1·:r ,'," ;~ (]i\.e O){JUlJ '1'9" "';:":,:0)' OJA~ It,l'(I,{J 

.eu Ul'?',h": °J'}Il ,l' :t .",} If! f'fi!) ,}at"" 9";ht.'l' 'h~.?rm:: l,AIl '}'"p'::2000 

IM:r n, U "'lIll 

'This book was given to Diibra B;)r;)han S;)llase, The wife of N;)bura 3:d 

Biiyana Whose Baptism name is Salama D;)ngdl gave me the first draft of 

this book and made me to write , This book is written in Parchment with 

the h elp of Priest Dasalag, This Chronicle of Trinity was commissioned by 
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Tagag Balay whose baptisimal name was Walda Iyasu s.This book was 

finished on May 15, 1992 A.D There is no King. Witten in 2008' 

8.1 It C; 1""/1 (\, Ze na s;)llase l'a - 113va 

Inc. f I ra flt'JU" ~·fl .............. flfl·,l, : OJ~,h· :'· : 1?·£l,<f:: US: ','/(:'(10' : ?·(h.6A·(J 

m~: l,.1ht.\: 6..?,·'I": flhrm : M'll)(\',: ~,oIlU,·fl"1. C: ~1t.: OJ'p'(J,lfon'(J: 

OJl, . .ehll-: (J'''/.e : OJ9".\':C : hC::J' (J: OJoo/C': fJ;r.. C: "' II U1' : ............ . 

'In the n a m e of the Father ....... b lessed, pra ised! We write th eir works, 

those evident that it is un separable and we cannot finish it by any 

means even if we use h eaven and earth,oceans and a ll inks,but as 

the grace of God helped and empowered u s. 

Des . f 11 3va ...... .... "1·6.?uu::flt.h·Y·{JU· : f'lll·: 9"flll: ~fl·~ : 'HIII: \,',h1fl: OJ9"flll: 

?,h&'O-: .",!'} : fl/l.e : II'lfH: : 11,'1': P'/I(\': U~?·,hG:: l,fJ : .,.hll : I",h'}fl: OJl,~: 

~,9".I:"~t.: 6.?9"h-: ?·,l,6.:'·C': (J/l9" ::: ::: ::: 

'Completed.May the ir blessings a re upon Abuna Takla Yohands, and 

with th e Comissoner of Tagag Balay. This Chronicle of Trinity 

Comissioned by Abuna Takla Yohams and I concluded my writings 

in peace . ' 

8.2 uut.\I1'} P'/I(\' Malk;)'a Sdllase ff114ra_118 rb 

Inc . f 1 141'a (1/19" : IIU/I'Ill1oo,: U.euuro·{): U/I(/J',f"": lIt.h.fl: flo", : ·~fl·{): l,rm : OJ(Il 

1h-:"'9'''b''' : ~,9'>O/·flr.I1°o· : P'/I(\': {lfl: t.hflh-: l,fl"'N':: .................. .. 

'I Saluate you , Essence of being ever living, which surpasses any 

form of being, while I sta rted to aspire to comprehend the mysterious 

Name, conquerer Name, when I found Names from your 

deeds .... ... ....... ' 
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Des.fllSrh .......... .... ..... Un," : riP,.; /-"'111'1.: h(l: :"&S;\'.; i."":W'lCD.'I,: 7,Y"7.;Jlloo,: 

'}'PI': 7'/.: ')'lj:/-"'(h')': CDP"I1 : X~\()\7'C : VI1'~,: "I,OO' /,: ).: p"II'fl: -l'.'l,fl: tJ -'''119' : 

(I'l'I1Cl1on,: ),i : "'1111: I",h'}fl: 1I'}(lrJll: '}1I9": ),'''l'} :: 

' ...... . Sdllasse you who gIve back three in place of one from your 

grace, give me useful wealth, Give me authority over the ten n ations 

keep your servant Tiiklii Yohands forever Amen.' 

Remark 

ff 2 & 4 are empty 

f 14Srh has Stamp of the parish church 
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9 .e:c ... ~ U?,)I''P. D~rsana Mab~yiiwi 

Physical Descrption 

Title : .e:C"'~ u1,)1''P. D~rsanii Ma b;:,yiiwi 

Measurement: 26cmx20 cm x 5 cm 

Language: G~'dZ 

Materia l: velum 

Date :20th c 

fo lio : 11 6 

Lines to a page: 15- 19 

Columns: two 

Qu ires: 13 

Binding: wooden board, covered with leather & Iylon cloth 

Ha n d writing: ligible 

Scriber 'HIt. : ,), .ew:'· Giibrii I:I~ywiit (f 104vb) 

Different readings in the Manuscr ipt 

.e:C ... ·, u'I '~I"e Ddr sa nii Ma bdyiiwi ffl ra _ 96vb 

ODAI1~, 01' ~' ;)L 'M9" Miilb 'a Miid dbiin{aliim ff 98ra-104vb 

Inc. flra 

'In th e n ame of God the Conquer , whose glory is full in h eaven and 

ear th? .. ..... . .' 

Des .f 96vb ............. :).: ?,om.M': h.rr'l·i'l: I1Ci'l 'Y'i'l : p't . .e: ~m.h 'h' : Wr.9"r'li'l: 

Ml ... r' : w'L,:Jf,r : W~,oICC : or.r: wM?, 'l'r: 11.'/" : 1I~,a" :"h: kH": '1.\'·C'l.i'l : 

II 'M"": 'M9" : h '''I,1: Wha~1 : lI.eh·1 : lIf,h·'} ::: "l 'Ot.: "wv·nh·I. : 6.?9"h· 
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' ...... My Lord andMy Saviour, Jesus Christ, Remit my sinand delete 

my transgression to your servant gb~ta Giyorgis,and bring my 

enemies under my feet,for ever and ever Amen. I Conclude the task 

you assigned me.' 

9.2 onAllh on~~·l.'llI9" Malk~'a Mad~bani'alam ff 98ra·104vb 

Inc . f 98r • fill?" : II"lIllt.: t'l?"h : I/J",.t.hfl-; 'hUI°'l" - : OJunll~,Il·'· : fl"'lf,: OJ?u.R·C: 

M\ : nun?,. : t'l ·fl""' ·: Ul'.R··Y,,: '}II?": 1-aJh,,:: ~,'H-: ;-"l>t.·flh·: 1t'l·';·'·: .. ...... . 

'Let me praise your name, that has no an end, Angeles of Heaven and 

Earth exprianced praise of your name. O! The Saviour of the World! 

Accept th is little praise ......... ' 

Des. f 104vb ....... : n: ~,"1II),r: h.rfl·t'l: IlCt'l'M: fl11: :I'Ah: IHm: aJh.R-"'·/~: 

~,17lJht.-; /".7: OJ~r,:t'l : M,olllCth: ,}9".R: 7>Y'1: 11lt. : UlJ.R"'n: OJM,~,o'H;h : 

~,"I"' : 1. Y·C"!.t'l: r,:,l'c.,-: /"Il(t,: OII\7"h,W·: 1·flt.: ;hf,aJ:" 

' ............ 0 Lord Jesus Christ ,keep us and protect us and Save us by 

yourword from the suffering in flesh and Soul,your servant Am~dii 

S~yon ,Giibrii Miid~ly)Jl ,your maid servant gbdtii Giyorgis ,F~qdrtii 

Sdllasse and the Scriber Giibrii I:IdYQ~' 

Remark 

flra h as Hareg/ Decorative 

f 97v picture of Jesus Crist crusiffication 

Unumbered page, h ave image of Christ with the title "-h'cP"­

Chfl· Takwur'otii R'~su Christ with the thorn crown 

In different place user the nine dots ::: 
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10 ~o't~ "'I!JhA Ddrsana Mika'el jHomily [in Honour] of [the Arch Angel] 

Mika'el 

Physical Descrption 

Title : f:C"'~ "'1.!U"A Ddrsana Mika'el 

Measurement: 28cmx20cm 

Language: Gd' dZ 

Material: vellum 

Date: 19 th c 

folio: 100 

Lines to a page: 17-20 

Colounms: two 

Quires: 12 noumbered 

Binding: wooden board covered with Iylon cloth 

Hand writing: ligible 

Scriber: 1 

Inc. f 3"· O()U": '>"0: .... : l,u": l"p·<;·: Olr'I'J' \!.: tI"I-'lC: O'lt : btl1': .,"/IfU.: 

O'M-: tltIO·C: OlJAl,tJ: tI.·/> : ODI\~,tJ,),: OlC~,r'I: 1J.'/,·'C1·: r'I 0'/.1'(/)'.1' 1 : u",ht.: 

MW"J.'..: ~,qtl: ~,OlJih.r(/)': .......... .. 

'In the name of the Father ......... on Nov. 12is the Commemeration of 

ArchAngel Michael, head of the heavenly Crowd, andsupplicant for 

the mercy of God to all humanity ..... ' 

Oes.f 100vb ... : r,:m",: .eChn't: "/uAh: ~,°ltl, h: f!-,),: 10A: 11'-/.\',: f!-,), : ~'''}'I.h: 

"'''l'ltI~: f!-!): 1l'.Cih : ·~n.h: '",,\!.: ·~n.h: 1'rUlJ,htlA: tI'}tl OD : ,}tl9": l,"'1.'} 

'Let your mercy meet us soon . Let us say togeth er, 0 forgives u s. We 

are looking unto you; we are beging unto you, for ever and ever 

Amen!' 
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Remark 

ff 1-2 emp ty 

f 1 vb e rased 

f 3 h as decoration of cross & h a reg 
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IV. Hymens Book 

I I ~'l D;:,ggwa (Antiphonary for the year) 

Physical Descrption 

Title: ~'l D;Jggwo 

Measurement: 17crnx12cm x 7 cm 

Languge: G;J' n 

Material: vellum 

Date: 19th c 

folio: 15 1 

Lines to a page: 12-23 

Columns: two 

Quies: 16 

Binding: well wooden board binded 

Hand writings ligib le and with melody signs 

Scriber: unown 

Colophon: 

f l' <I: () ' I'(J(J . WA Y. '/ r,' ~'l y'-(JL -(J r.'/'} 

'Priest Tdbabu Walda H ana D;Jgwa Dabra B;Jr ;:,han' written in blue pen 

f 15 1 v Ilm<;" ~,'} ~ q au'" 9" rhd' 'I:{) 1'(J(J' OJ{)ao 1'9"</' -1, 7'(JL rh <;" (\.~ .. (Jt. 

'(JC'/"} :" J'.;{) .)' .P''In, .e.''l t7D~' rh ~ V' fIoj' 'i' 9"6t-<): ~, r CO,y t'I V' ~, Vl.ei'i ' r 

~, -}Pr.et'lOJ1' OJ· 7' '/, '/OJ· :: 

'In 1999 Priest T;Jbabu, my baptisimal name Gabra Hana I offered 

th e second book of D;:,ggwo to Dabra B;Jr;:,h an S;Jllase. It is 

condemened not to sell or exchange it.' 
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Inc. f 3 ra or)OlJ: ~"O: .. .. ... ,.,. : '}'1?'1',}: OtS:~ ... " : ,,"lIfJ,'O'/bC: =7,',h&, : 

ov'I/{/[)'C: 9"/,v'n: ",-"cll: oli : -OO'b: ~,-H': I",h,}{): IWI'IOJh : ;t-7,9"C: 

OJ -"'h(J]'C: '}'J.':UI': ',"IIU,'Or/bC : 7,1'1. : O,,'H:~,~ : OJ'{)r : CMl: '}(/l'.!'.: 

'}rJlJ :',: '/' 7,·,l,&.: -/" I/I]ch: f]ch~ : ,,'}"a,: Ot.h,/'h: ............ .. 

'In the name of the Father ... we start with the grace of God book of 

songs of Meltan of th e evening of the evening:-with one Blessed you 

are John who is going to know and go before God.pray for us ,the 

m emory of your name is written to be Commemorated on the dawn of 

each new year ,bless m e so that I may partake of your blessings. 

Des. f 151 v ........ 

' ..... On the earth He does not want Father, in th e h eaven he does not 

want moth er He came to us took our flesh and become Incarnate, 

one God is Fa ther, Son, and Holy Spirit.' 

Remark 

ff 1'-2 v empty 

f 1r '/){) ,,'00· OJA.!'. 'It; J.':,} ,l'.'O~ 'OC'/'} 'Priest Tlbabu Walda Hana 

D;)ggwa Dabra B;)r;)han ' written in blue ink. 
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12 1!,OD ~:} / Soma D~ggwa (Antiphonary for the fasting of the year) 

Physical Descrption 

Title : SomaD;Jgwa 

Measuremen t : 24crnx19cm 

Language: G~'dZ 

Material: vellum 

Date: 20 tl1 c 

folo : 101 

Lines to a page: 24-28 

Coloumns: three 

Quires: 11 

Bind ing: wooden board & covered with Iylon cloth 

Hand writing: ligible 

Scriber : one 

Inc . fl ra 

'He who came down from a bove, the J ews crucified, but they did not 

know Him who gives life a nd sustains life to a ll by His words ........ ' 

Des. f 97vb ............. : ?A{!.: (JJ(tht\.; ['IHlh(Ju.: ~,"'1".kfl,)bC : fl·<;·h: ",t:'·: 

,a,9nc-~·'1': .I'(H·G~,.: [ill] : OJ'''/[': [',h9"nl: 11"/{JC: ",e4'C(J: OJ'},e', : M'1.: 

IIh.,e"·C·fl: (/J~, .. f'(;'~ '~'): ~,9n: ~,oJ/Vfl,h.C: OJ~l...f'(/J?·{J: ~,9n(t,m,: ?A{!.: 

(/JM,t\· : [M,r.m: ,,~: '1"~"": hC~,(}')': '~~"'1 : (/J 'fl'Lt\ : p(/J·C]:: 

' .. ...... .. Pray a nd beseech.so that God gives you treasure holy th at 

shines from afa r,which sweeten s waters a nd enrich es th e 

grass,which the eyes of the enemy cannot approach, which will not 

separate you from Him and from people.' 
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Remark 

ff 67 ra-69 vc , 98-99 empty 

Ff 65va_b Litany written in blue pen 

Ff has s tamp 2r and97 v 
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13 l,u7 &. / Z.,mmare 

Physical Descrption 

Ti tle : Z.,mmare 

Measurement: 21cmx17cm 

Language:G;:,' ;>z with sign melody 

Material: vellum 

Da te: 19th c 

folio: 92 

Lines to apage: 26-28 

Coloumn s: three 

Quires: 9 

Binding: wooden broken & covered with lylon cloth 

Ha nd writing: ligible, little lettes 

Scriber: one 

Colophon: 

f 60 r hUI(n, (Jul-)IIA , ... IA awf'i1' OlAf: .}f:Uu 'U\9" hA'n f'unOltl ,':. ~,:', 

O}(nl )'1'11 " (n'A OlAf: ~Ol' "'IUI,all 

'The proceeding of Ezel from G.,' ;:,z symbolizes the birth of th e Son 

from God the Fath er. G;J' ;:,z is the symbol of God th e Father ; Ezel 

symbolizes God th e Son Finished.' 

Inc. fl ra n(w": l,'n ..... . n,n'Lhc: ·W?&.: MI": r-", 'Ul : Mlh: r',h'Ul: nh·t'\· : 

f71Jo/tJl:I : tI'}l\£ID: '}tl9": 9",),£'."': Ol"/Ut'\·: r'lt'\· : 9"M: [ill.] t'\'}t'\an : {}I'I9" : 

~,U'LI 

'In the name of the Father . ... . . .. . .. The hym ens a nd songs from Jhon 

to Jhon in every year , may His blessings a nd gifts be upon u s [ill.] 

for ever and ever, Am en ........ . .' 
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Des . f 90re ..... . . ... . : w'/'/U',UIJ: 7,/h,t_: a"""lIo-c: IIWI!,1- : [r l ~?': OJultnl: 

11.e:,-n/ht\: ~,9": l'-/h'Hl: ~,(}h: r-/h'}() 

' ... ... . ... finished the writing of psalm 147 David praised Ge'ez which is 

said from John to John(sept.ll-sept.11).' 

Remark 

Ff 2 r , 91 r - 92v empty 

F 90re h as stamp 

F90re the name of the Scriber is erased 
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V. Historical Book 

14 1Y:lI hO·~ h.C'r'l Giidlii Abunii Kiros (vita of Abba Kiros) 

Physical Descrption 

Ti tie: Giidlii A bunii I<iros 

Measu rement: 14crnx llcm 

Languge:G~'~z 

Materia l: Vellum 

Date: 19th c 

folio : 78 

Lines to a page: 10-16 

Colum : one 

Quires: ](l 

Binding: wooden board & the back cover is h a lf broken. 

Handwriting: ligible 

Scriber: ·, 'ot.: /'''' 'I t'b: Giibr ii s~llase (f70rb) 

Different readings in the Manuscript 

'1.£: lI hn.'1 h.L:'r'l Giid lii Abunii I<iros ff2 va-70rb 

Y:C t) '} II Q ~, '}r'lt) D;)rsa n zii Arba';)tu 3:ns~sa ff7 1ra_78rb 

14. 1 1Y:lI hO·~ h.C'r'l Giidlii Abunii Kiros ff2 va_70rb 

Inc. f2 va Or'll.". : ~"O : .... .. .. : 'II'}"': 1.l'.:A: ,,'OO·t'I : OlO·,;· n : U"(H-:J.l'.:A: hll : 

h.C'r'l: kH)· : lI·!; !JJf!.nr·r'l: '}" .lP: £:'1/": C',,'}: '1J,>,0,/,;,:/ ,: "6.7. rR': ".l'.' t\": 

OlP'j' ,e: ~, rm : 1": lIOlC ;) : ,hl/"I\.: 7.lI .. ·' , : OlOt. hoJ,: f"/lI-: I/"r'lll: " '0';-: lI,}lI rR' : 

'} II 1/" : ~, "'/, '} : .... .. .. 

'In th e name of th e Father .... ...... This work is th at of the blessed and 

honoured spiritual fighter 'Abba Kiros, broth er of Tewodos~yos King 

of Rome, righteous in his faith who fought his earthly life on July 
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16 .May his prayer and blessing be his servant for ever and ever 

Amen .. ........ ' 

Des.f 70I"b ............... : ?,h'l:h·: WH': Of'?,·,h.!.: n,nw): 9"'}P'(l,: 7,'HI : l, . .enA~ 

OIl' . .erH:: ')·nr'H· : OJ9'''IIt. : l,. ;J-'/!Of"/. :nMI-r : r,::r,h. :/\7,"lII.MI :l"n : 

[ill.] IIH1Ch: " -nil: OlA,e:: OI?,h.!,(}·: '"nt.. : p'1I(\': ~d'cr'lO': n?I1 .. ·1-nuu,: 

lip,.; l,n·~ : IInr'l'''/,!'''''': In',-: a"?·,h.!.: IIJ.'.'f1-l-6-: -rnlloJA,S':: 01'7,.,,: IIr'lt..,JI: 

lIJII(\,(Jl : lIJ'7d, : C1·1"JIJ: ,eh·'}: nl,.!.: h"lI-: unIl7,n""' : lIJr'I 'm, : 

' ...... ............ .1 wrote this book with m a ny suffering without having 

and drink h elp me your servant Tiiklii wiild to s tand infront of the 

Judge,.The writer is (I) Giibrii S;,llase remember me at your prayers 

and donot forget to prayone ur Father. .. prayer on my behalf. This 

book belongs to Diibtiira Tiikla wiild a nd anyone steals or sells it; let 

him be curced in the mouth of angels a nd humans .' 

14 .2 ~C ... '} IIQ ~,}f1'" Ddrsan zii ArbaCdtu Hns;,sa ff71 ra·78rb 

Inc . f 71 ra nflun ldl: ........ :~C ... ·}: Ill! : 7,'}{}"' : 1IJ.'.t..r'I-: C",'}',: '/.e'''I(,,·l-: 

m,'}..,-: h"lI .. oD.: 1"JIJ''\7,n+: ;'d"I"/: ;".e0l·} : 7,11 : "-.!.·I'';'; 7.11"7,"' :": lIJ','1.r'l : 

'In the name of the Fath er .......... Homily of the Four Animals, wh was 

written by the so fath ers a bout the angels who are living and were 

created from fire and wind .' 

Des. f 781"c ......... :n?II .. ·y·(}D.: t\l! : 7,'}f1"': IJ'PCJ", : 1"JIJ'}n.;.; [ill] .e·n?,·,h',: OI·l-t.: 

?II· .. Y·(}"· : II,}II OD : ,}1I9" : l,"'l'}: lIJl,"'l,}: lI.eh·'}: lI.eh·'} : A"7:}: lI.eh·'}: 

(JJ.!.~'1-r.r'I: 1I1,nCn(w.: [ill. ] OIII?,h.!,()-: [ill. ] : r A9"C: 9""'11. : lIJr'lOl·t.: ~1t..: 
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mfl.rn :fl'}.(':t'l,l' : ,,>,","'1.'/: fl1'(]'(]: t,..t,,/: },"lIl)'dl,h,C: t,M"'C't'l : IPr,',er: 

fI h .. t\ ·: tl.e'Hl?:: 

' ........... may the prayer of the four Animals who carry the thron of God 

reach upon us, Amen . Andlet their prayers are upon your servant 

and the Comissioner. the beginning of wisdom is the fear of God.' 

Remark 

flr - Empty 

f 1 v pen trial 

f 2 r has h arge Decoration 

ff 21' , 70r , 78rc some words are erased. 
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VI Service Book 

15 OD?\(ht. °ntl:"/ Ma~dl;1afa g;mzat (Funeral services) 

Physical Descrption 

Title:uu7,'(h&. °nll :" / Mii~dhiifa gdllziit 

Measurment 32cmx27cm 

Languge: Gd'n 

Date: 18th c 

Materia l: vellum 

Follio: 16 1 

Lines to a page: 24 

Coloumn: 3 

Quires: 15 

Binding: wooden board and leather 

Handwriting: ligible 

Commisioner: (fl 58'c) UlJt't4'1'I: ~A : 1"1P,.Miisqiilii Qal Ndgdi 

Owner: fl 513rc '11: OIl7,'(h'l:: II: OlAf.. : 1.r-(;1.t't: Ol(O : r'l-/~: ·t-/·w: Ii'l': (1»,0·11-: 

-1;9'J:C't't: >,M.Olr'l1: (I»,7,.I,'{'II.; =t't.,.I'I: ~A: 1"1P,.: 

'This book belongs to Wiildii Giyorgis Wiisiin Sagiid, Kin g of Shoa; His 

father is Tewod;,ros 'Asfawiisiin, Commisioner Miisqalii Qal N;Jgdi 

Different readings in the Manuscript 

ullAh'} /"'I'\r'b m iilk;,'a s::>llase ffl ra_3 rb 

=7,·(h&. °ntl1'/ Mii~::>biifa g::> llziit ff4ra_150vc 

Colophon: ff3 va - 3vc, 160ra_160vb verval for Eccleccestical treasry 

f'f..-nt. -nc'l1 f'/"'I'\r'b {J:J' ;J'I'\~ (l)C,,, M~ CDC~1-'ill' f,·,,·,.Oi\··l· E 7,'1'\:,. 

ii ,}(Jl' J: E f'r,'(} 'I(),A ii p-nc 'IliA ii PllC {JCt. Ul'(}'''A .. ... .. ... ... . 
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'The hea d store of Diibr ii b;)r~han S~llase Church Alaqa wiirq Agagahu 

receved th e following holy Vessels from Alaqa Warq 3 Tablets, 1 

Chalis,3 Bronze paten,1 silver paten, 1 Cross Spoon.' 

f 3 va (ltfUn~ ["'IC41!'l] fli',":'> 1·(lt. [1', .. 1'0'] [1',.?</,&(JJ'] 1J ·(l·,· "?..tl1'"A f''i>}C'" 

/-"111\ ?"J':C f'uu,}A 'l ' okJ' :" '111 :: 

'In th e year of Mark, th e Evanglist when Alaqa Gab~ra Iya su was the 

head of the Church , Agafari Habtii Mika'el gra n ted to the la nd of 

Fdq;)rta S~llase to serve Zama 'alt Sa'ata t' 

fl60vb (l/lrm', r',h 'Ul (lIflJ' lIl!1 han-/, 9";ht.:" 11,,:1' 1'111\, 1',,,'}',.l' 

h.?<l,&lIl· un&, tJ-(l:"U f.uuC ". '" P,..P4I '} uu')"&, ;)f." "'IC,P')" lIlf.lle' 

,y,'}'II:" II'Y' Ol'/,I') IH· mAJ.'. ~J.'."} "(l.". MJAJ.'. 1',t. .'Jf. "'I11t. ~J.'.';" f""IC 

,),',I.';C li !1 "'11,1.'; (l'y. ", 11""':': lIl' h'P:~ OYICII:,:lIl' p,~:m' an&, 1J·(l:/,U 

f.unC h"'/","· :,; J.'.-(l-h:· ','on-/; hll U'(l-" "'I.tJ)'"A J.'.,,}/'o 'lUll /,.'};J. (lllf.~lJ 

1','Y' 'J(''''I',lJ 1'd' OJAr. '''I.tJh,A ~1l&9':t- (In&, ·NI" '''IC,P')'' r. ;)J'.fI 

'''IC .P,),' r. oCm. 'I-Ilt. I",h'}!'l r,':,:(JJ. f'1','P:l'.: ~.'J& MUM:')" ?i ' (lC 

O'I""'PA':' 

, In 1912 th e year of Jhon th e Evanglist while the chief was Alaqa 

Table, the Agafari was priest Kabt~h y~mar and the Archdeacon was 

priest lfaylamar~yam :wayzaro Qon git Donated 1:4 rope of land at 

Baco to 'Ato wageso, 'Ato wald~ ~addq,Bulo wald~ Aragay,Gabra~ad~q, it 

was a la nd rented for honey.wh en this decree announced the judge 

was priest Kabt~h Y~mar.witnesses were Dabtara Tasanyate, Abba 

ha btamika 'el, Dag~fe mola , Fanta Balayn ah , Ato gamanah,'Ato walda 

mika' el.priest Tii k~ lii Mar~yam, D Siiqii Giibrii yohan~s a lso presented . 

They payed 5:00 Birr: for th e Decree announ cer. 

53 



15 .1 UDAll'} p'1I1'l. malk;>'a s;>llasse ffl ra_3rb 

Inc.f Ira 

Olm'}h-: 1'9'''[",·:: ~,9''"HICIl(/D. : p'1I1'l.: (In: t.h·nh,: ~flr"/1': .............. .. 

'I Saluate for your conqu erer Name. I want to get your Essence 

Name, it is you're d id to reveall your hidden names .... ......... ' 

Des. F 3 rb 

.from[ill] 

1I>, .. I'S.1l9U
: A'''/p,.: ~,9": [ill] Always he will not be tired 

15.2 UDlI.·,h'(' °nll:"! Ma~:Jl;!afa g:Jnzat ff4ra_lS0vc 

Inc. f4 ra nfl Ul': >,,(1: ... : ',1C: 11m,,},,· : '/"" ': :VII: >,:"'I"'I;9'fl: 0l7.11 .. "': 

:o'nll<i>t- : ~<i:fl: hUl",,: '1"nA: >, '},t-: Ol'~d': ~,ul/I.~: fJ,kt,1' h: II> ... 1·UUOl' ,1, : 

".(.mch: OJH1C/1: M,:}II: 7,uv,l,,1'0l': Ol'};,,'fI'l: 1'&.mC',: ~,uv&.:,.: : : ........ 

'In the name of the Father. .. teaching of Athanasius about prayer of Death 

at the time of the separation of the soul from th e Flesh. 0 God, you are 

Almighty, Living, who created a ll human beings. We are created from 

earth; you a re the Almaghty Lord who cannot die you Created human 

being from Earth ..... . ' 

Des.f159vc ........... : .r.ML'/,: OlllA&:I,: OlIl,}lIu ": ,}1I9": lI.r.h,'}: lI.r.h,'}:: 

' .................. Now and then for ever a nd ever Amen.' 

Remark 

Marginal part of the ms is bad ely dameged 

Some words are not readable 

ff 15, 16, 19,88,92, 135,16 1 are sewed 

160ra badely damaged 
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Chapter Three 

Conclusion and Recomendation 

Conclusion 

This Chapter aims to provide a complete account of this thesis summary 

and possible remedies and recomendations 

Catalogue is a directory of information about data sets, files, or a data 

base. A catalogue usua lly describes where a data set, file or da ta base 

entity is located and may a lso include other information like 

The material, books or pamphlet contains such a list Christian 

manuscripts cover a wide range of literature, including not only Bibles, 

religious service books, homilies, Biblical commentaries, and works on 

theology, but a lso writings on ecclesiastical and civil law, lives of saints, 

local as well as foreign, history, chronographic and medicine. The latter 

includes legal, historic, and other material. 

Many Ethiopian manuscripts, pa rticularly those of the Christia n 

tradition, a r e furthermore important in that their beginning or end pages, 

Marginal note or Colophons were used to record details of marriages and 

marriage settlements, land deeds and sales, inventories of property, and 

other such interesting information. 

August Dillmann was the first cataloger of Ethiopian manuscript 

preserved in the British museum. After Dillmann , There are a lot of 

catalogues done on Ethiopia Mss 

Diibrii b;)rdhan Sdllase church was one of the Prominent place in 

Ethiopia history, center of Church education & the tradition of Book 

m a king. 
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Emperor Ziir;/aya ' Jqob wa s the founder of the first church at Diibrii 

bJrJha n wh ere we h ave today th e church of th e Holy Trini ty. The ch u rch 

was originally dedicated to Iyiisus, "J esu s", a nd it was built , at the sam e 

spot wh ere we h ave today sellasse (Trinity) church . 

ZiirJ'aya 'Jqob's chronicle says the following a bout esta blishment of the 

S;)llase church at Diibrii b;)r ;)ha n the presen t building of the S;)llase 

church was la ter pu t up by the order of M;milik II and on th e exact spot 

wh ere m iirJd Azmac wiisiin siigiid h ad buil t it . 

In th e reign of Emperor Ziir J'aya 'Jqob (14 34 - 1468) Diibrii BJrJha n S;)llose 

was on e of the m ost prominent cen tres of education . One of th e m ost 

importa n t fac tors which made the Emperor Ziir ;)'aya ';)qob very well 

known in E thiopia n history was his role in the tra n sla tion of many 

religious books . Nu merou s translations of a ncient Chris tia n works were 

made from th e Geez, Greek , Arabic and Cop tic. 

Diibrii BJr;)han was p roba bly a n import'-lllt educationa l cen ter from the 

very beginn ing. S;)lla se church began to be an importa n t cent re of 

Church education& the tradition of Book m a king since the days of 

Soh;)lii S;)llasse a nd M;)n ilik II 

Now Books (ma nuscripts) a re p laced in s teel box . Th e total Ma nuscr ipts 

I examined in this pa per was on ly 16 Manuscripts . In these m anuscrip ts, 

th e s cribers took differen t rela ted readin gs from various m a nuscripts . In 

the 16 Manuscrip ts around 29 d ifferent readings a re incorpora ted. Th e 

manuscripts (cod ices) of Diibrii B;)r;)ha n S;)llase church is bound 

m anuscripts wh ich a re ch iefly writt en in GJ'JZ, som e of th e m a nuscripts 

have colophon s a nd m a rgina l notes in Amha ric. Most of th e m anuscripts 

a re dated from 16 th - 2 1st century . 
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Texts are written in black and red ink on parchment; the m anuscripts 

a re bind in Traditional style reminiscent. The quires of th e manuscripts 

a re sewn with unsupported link - stitch and then rough - h ewn wooden 

boards, covered in leather. 

Even if the head of Diibrii B;>r;>han S;>llase Church the treasurey 

hindered m e to survey a ll the Mss . I saw m a nuscripts in the Steel box, 

some manuscripts are placed in cases made of leather , which exposed 

them to be worn out the shoulder or hung on pegs in walls. 
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Recommendation 

The researcher forwarded the following recommendations for the 

mitigation of the aforementioned problems:-

-The Manuscripts have to be kept and registered, by convenient 

documents and Archive for researchers. 

-The North shoa Dioces s hall teach the Diibrii Bdrdhan Sdllase Preists 

and Decons the proper cataloging of manuscripts. 

-The Church Officials have to give special attention to the very urgent 

need of registering, control, inventories and cataloging the manuscripts . 

-The Diibrii Bdr;)ha n S;)llase Parish Church has to organize Museum and 

Libraries 

-The placement of the manuscripts needs urgent attention due to the 

cold weather of Diibrii B;)rdhan. Because extremely harash and damage 

the Manuscripts. 

-The transcription of documents, manuscripts and other related 

materials are inviting for Scholars and researchers. 

-Qualified Professionals and expertise have to be assigned to the 

treasury. 

-The reasercher promoting the Techniques of book making and 

cataloging. 

-Promoting and preservation of indigenous Knowledge through movable 

and tangible heritage.-
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