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Abstract 

! 
1/ 

The pLllpose of this study was to compare the psychosocial functioning of children with 

vi ua/ impairment in integrated and special school settings. To conduct this study 32 

children (M= 15, F= 17) were purposefully selected from German (integrated) and Sebeta 

(pecial) school and in truments that measure their psychosocial functioning were 

administered on them. Their teachers and caregivers (who were also purposefully 

selected) filled the social skill scale and responded to interview questions with regard to 

the children's psychosocial functioning. The T-test result indicated that at a =0.05 there 

i significant difference in the psychosocial functioning of those children in the two 

school. When specifically looking into the variables the significant difference is 

obsen ed in four of the variables. Those children in the special school were found to be 

better in their self confidence, psychological adjustment, social adjustment andfunctional 

independence The interview made with teachers and caregivers was analyzed using 

thematic analysis and the result indicated that what was found from most of the 

respondents in the special School is in line with many of the quantitative findings 

whereas what was found from those in the integrated school was different from it. This 

strengthens the finding that the children in the special school are beller in their 

psychosocial functioning than those in the integrated schoo!. From the result of the study 

it can be concluded that educational set ' has an impact on the psychosocial 

functioning of children with visual impairment. Finally it was recommended that before 

integrating children with special needs in the regular class rooms some preconditions 

must be fulfilled like changing the altitude of teachers and sighted children towards them, 

making the infrastructure of the schools suitable for them, availability of specially 

trained teachers etc. The children should be integrated not only physically but also 

socially and intellectually and their special needs must be fulfilled. Counseling services 

should also be provided for the children to strengthen their p ychosocial jill1ctioning. It 

was also recommended that it is beller for those children with visual impairment to join 

special schools so that their psychosocial functioning would be enhanced. The 

recommendation also highlights the need for further study and a revision in the current 

trend in special needs education. 
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Chapter One 

Introduction 

1.1. Background of the tudy 

1.1.1. Background of Efficacy studies 

For se eral years it was the preoccupation of special educators to conduct studies 

comparing the placement of children with disabilities in various types of educational 

ettings for example special classes versus general education classrooms special classes 

ersus resources rooms and so on. At least 50 such studies were conducted from 1950 to 

1980 (Carlberg and Kavale, 1980) as cited by (Hallahan and Kauffman, 1988). These 

studies are commonly referred by special educators as "the efficacy studies" and these 

studies were the source of considerable debate (Hallahan and Kauffman, 1988). 

In making efficacy studies between integrated and segregated provision, two groups are 

selected for study, one integrated, the other segregated; the curricular and socializing 

opportunities that differentiate the two groups are identified; the differences in outcome 

(e. g. attainments, adjustment, self- confidence etc) are measured. This pattern of research 

is popular since it fits neatly into empirical research method and allows the use of 

sopbisticated and powerful tools of data analysis (Hegarty et al ' 1981). 

Studies, however, indicate that the results found are contradictory and inconclusive. 

While some researchers in the field of education and rehabilitation of children with 

disabilities have demonstrated the integrated or mainstreamed ducational provisions to 

be socially, emotionally and academically beneficial to children with disabilities, there 
































































































































































































































































































