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PREFACE 

This thesis deals with natural resource competition and interethnic relations in We ndo Genet, 

particularly in Wendo Wosha, Awassa woreda of South-Central Ethropia, It tries to analyze the 

relationship among access rules, scarcity of resources, and the resulting changes of social relations 

among users. It also investigates the impacts of various institutions established in the area in affecting 

the competition for resources. The role of government's economic and political policics in altering 

famlcrs' access to resources are also discussed. 

The thesis is divided into five chapters. The first chapter is an introductory part dealing with statement 

of the problem, objectives of the study, fieldwork condition, methodology and theoretical orientation. 

The second chapter describes the geographical location. population and natural resource endowment of 

the area. The third chapter deals with access rules, economic utilization of the resources and interethnic 

relations among the various groups before the 1975 land refonn . Factors that contributed to the ethnic 

heterogenei ty of the area are discussed here. The fourth chapter covers the Derg period (1974- 199 1) 

and discusses the transfonnations brought about by the changes in land tenure. It closely examines the 

Factors that intensified resource scarcity and the resulting relationships among the users. Major 

emphasis is given to the role of ethnicity in the process of competition for scarce resources between the 

early settled groups and those who came lately. It examines how competition for natural resources and 

the consequent conflicts between the haves and the have-nots was turned into conflict between the 

early settlers and the latecomers. 
In the fifth chapter, developments in ethnic relations and fonnation of new types of alliances among the 

groups and the changes brought about by the recurrent ethnic conflicts and scarcity of resources in the 

social organi7..ation and agricultural practices are discussed. The role of the macro level political 

condition in changing the micro level ethnic relationships is also addressed. The final chapter is a 

conclusion and summary section. 
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ABSTRACT 

This thesis describes the competition for agricultural natural resources and the resulting interethnic 

relations in Wando Genet, and particularly in Wendo Washa . The major objective of the study is to 

examine the factors that create scarcity of natural resources and its impacts on the inler·human, mainly 

inte rethnic relations among members of the eight ethnic groups engaged in similar economic aclivitics and 

its influences on agricultural practices . It also examines the role of different organizations established in 

the area in aggravating the competition for the resources and the attitude of individual fanners towards 

them. 

The prc- 1975 pri vate land tenure system and the availability of rich agricultural natural resources had 

attracted private commercial agriculture and ag ro-industry investments and stimulated the migration of 

people from various areas to Wondo Wosha for better economic opportunities. In addition to the already 

existing Sidama, Guji and Arsi, the arrival of Kembata , Hadiya, Wolayita, Amhara and Gurage 

diversified the ethnic compos ition of the a rea. "The relations between the Sidama and Guji, on the one 

hand, and the Arsi, on the other, was charactcrized by hostility and war. Although competition for the rich 

pasture and water resources of the area was the initial cause of thc animosity, cultural factors and the 

prolonged negative attitude towards each other was equa lly responsible for the persistcnt uncordial 

relations. 

Relations between the lately arrived (mainly the Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita) and the carly settler 

groups was determined by social , economic and politieal factors as well as by the types of relations 

among the carly settler groups thcmselves. The relations among the early and late settler groups have 

shown remarkablc transformations with the changes in the national political system and land tenure. 

Before the 1975 land reform, their relations were eharactcrized by little economic and social interactions 

and absence of feeling of competi tion. The private ownership of land, the unambiguous access rules, the 

difference in economic occupations and thc existence of relativcly abundant resources prevcnted the 

development of competiti ve feeling between the two parties. As a result, scarcity of resources and fcUing 

of competitive threat were limited. The limited competition and conflicts over resources were expressed 

along class lines as ethnieity was ascribed a minor role in resource allocation. 
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During the Dcrg period, the organization of the rural people in kebeJ/e Peasant Associations (KPA) 

(which is responsible for natural resource allocation and keeping peace and stability), brought the 

previously aloof groups into close contact and created a feeling of resource competition among them. The 

previous farm labourers also became settled farmers. lllc establislunent of different organizations, 

forestation program and the introduction of the Dcrg agrarian policy intensified the resource scarcity. As 

competition for resources increased among the people with different origins and ethnic identities, the roles 

ascribed to cthnieity became significant. In the process of competition ethnieity and ethnic identities were 

crystall ized. In order to avert the competitive threat, the carly settlers strongly rcaeted against the late 

settlers whom they considered as intruders. To counterbalance the reaction, the latecomers identified thei r 

economic and social interests with the politica1 and economic systems of the Derg Government and, 

consequently, controlled the political power at KPA level. They often used the power to win in the 

competition for resources, which ultimately created disparities in resource control. The conflicts that 

a rose from resource allocation were expressed in ethnic tenns. 

The introduction of Mixed Economic Policy in 1990 modified the former rigid access rule and rela.xed the 

tension among users. The new political conditions after the fall of Dcrg and particularly the establishment 

of federal states along ethnic and linguistic lines greatly glorified elhnieity and ethnie identities. In the 

controversy betwcen the Arsi and the Sidama on the regional demarcation of Wando Wosha" some 

formerly conflicting groups became allies, while some of an age-old allies stood on opposite s ides . 

As the interethnic relations among the groups has shown dynamic changes in the different periods, the 

problem of resource scarcity has also induced changes in the production system. Farmers increasingly 

shifted to cash crop production, intensive usc of irrigation, decreas ing fallow land and periods and 

reducing cattle population. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTIO N 

This chapter provides the statement of the problem, major objectives of the study, fieldwork 

conditions, methodology of data collection, rationale for the selection of the research area and 

final ly the theoretical orientation for the analysis of the research problem. 

1.1 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

In agrarian societies like Ethiopia, peasant farmers' survival is basically dependant upon their access 

to agricultural natural resources such as arable land, water, forest and other resources which are 

crucial for agricultural production, Access to these resources is influenced and panly shaped by the 

ecolo&'Y, population density, resource potentiaJ. land use practice and social organization of the 

community, Thus, based on these variables the rules for access to resources varies from one 

extreme of making resource open to all users, irrespective of their loca1ity and/or number, to the 

other extreme of exercising complete control by limited number of people, such as a family or an 

individual (Thebaud, 1995; Weinstock, 1986). 

The quality and quantity of the resources and the rules of access affect population density, in tum. 

In areas where population density is high and/or the land is fertile and risk in agricultural production 

is minimal, ownership ofland and access to natural resources are usually complex and competitive. 

Scarcity often leads to more complex kinds of access rules and causes stronger competition among 

users. High resource potential, besides being used by small landholder farmers, has the capacity of 

attracting large-scale private and government investments that could further aggravate the 

competition for natural resources. 

Famlers respond to population pressure and resource scarcity in different forms. These include 

agricultural intensification, rural-urban migration, off-farm rural income anda shift to cash crop 

production (Ahmed, 1984; Dejene, 19996; Bekure and Singh, 1996 et a1 .). It is obvious that, , 
besides these responses, scarcity of resources also shapes inter-human relationships. As individuals 

or groups endeavour to satisfy their own resource needs at the expense of others, previously 

established social relations would be affected in one way or another. 

The competition for scarce resources could lead to conflict that can be expressed in difrerent ways 

and at different levels. It can occur between individuals, groups, or between individuals and the 
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community. In areas where different ethnic groups co-reside and exploit the same scarce resources, 

there is high possibility that the conflict which arises over resource competition can be expressed in 

ethnic tenns and affect inter-ethnic relations. 

Ethnicity like any other means of social organization could be manipulated to satisfy individual or 

groups' needs. Since Hit comes out of the world of interaction, competition, and conflict among 

people as they attempt to survive and prosperH (Newman, 1978:105), it can possibly be used to 

mobil ize group action for personal or group political, social and economic interests. 

I n areas where different ethnic groups co-reside and compete for similar scarce resources, the 

relation between them will be changed. "Changes in the relation between ethnic groups over access 

to resources can produce conflicts and ultimate shifts in the reversals in the power relations 

between them" (Cohen, 1978:39 1). The shift to unequal relations is more pronounced when 

membership of certain ethnic group significantly provides access to scarce resources. 

I n Ethiopia, where population increase is about 3% per annum at a national level, and where more 

than 80 ethnic groups are said to live. the problems of resource deterioration and competition 

among groups are evident. When this competition culminates into ("JJnflict. especially in multi-ethnic 

areas, it has tremendous ecological, social. political and economic consequences. 

In response to resource scarcity, fanners' behavioral changes in their inter-human relation has a 

great impact on their interaction with the environment and production process. Accordingly, any 

effort targeted to address environmental problems and/or peasant production is hardly sustainable 

unless it gives due attention to the dynamic changes of inter-human relations resulting from 

resource competition. 

On the basis of this premise, the study had investigated how competition for scarce natural 

resources affects inter-group relationship. If it does, in what circumstances will it manifest itself in 

ethnic tenns? What are the practical factors that determine individuals access to agricultural natural 

resources in areas such as Wando Genet where different ethnic groups live together and exploit 

similar scarce resources? 

The study also investigated the impact of the competition and the subsequent conflict on the 
• 

economic organization of the farmers. Since the number of governmental projects and institutions 

in Wondo Genet is larger in comparison to its geographical area, the study will attempt to 

investigate their impacts on resource competition and conflict. 
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1.2 MAJOR OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

The study has the following general and specific objectives: 

1.2.1 Generalobjective:-

The impacts of population pressure, resource scarcity and ecological crisis are often secn in the 

human-environment relation. Little attention was given to the behavioral changes in the inter­

human relations. The general objective of this study is, therefore, to examine the impacts of 

resource competition on the inter-human relations, specifically on inter-ethnic relations. 

1.2.2 Specific objectives 

1. To examine the relationship among different ethnic groups living in the area in relation to 

competition for natural resources and to explore the major factors that influence and shape access 

10 natural resources. 

2. To investigate the impacts of external factors such as migration, market expansion and 

particularly the establishment of various Government institutions and projects in aggravating the 

competition for and the conflict over agricultural natural resources in the area. 

3. To examine the response of farmers towards the external forces that compte for resources. 

4. To assess the impacts of competition and conflicts over rights of access to natural resources and 

the role of political changes on the people's social relationships and production strategies. 

1.3 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

As competition for scarce natura! resources shapes inter-human relations, and leads to social, 

economic, political and environmental changes, the study will be significant at the following general 

and specific levels. 
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At a specific level: -

i. As an ethnographic work, it will contribute to the limited literature on the multi-ethnic community 

of Won do Genet. 

ii .. The results of the study can help to understand the causes of past social dashes in the area and 

assist in finding solutions for the peaceful co-existence of different ethnic groups. 

iii. It is also significant in analyzing the Government's role in influencing individual fanners' access 
, 

to resources and affecting inter -ethnic relations. 

At a general level: -

i. As a result of the tradition developed in the field, most research concerning natural resource 

competition and management have been carried out in the northemJlart of the country, especially in 

the drought prone areas and among the nomadic pastoraJists. Only a few studies have been 

conducted on the topic among settled fanners in less drought-prone areas of the South, Thus, the 

study will contribute to the limited studies carried out on natural resource competition and ethnic 

relations in the southern central pan of the country. 

ii. It may also serve as a base for comparative studies on the topic in the future. 

1.4 FIELDWORK SITUATION AND DATA ClOLLECfION 

The data for this thesis was collected in two phases. The first phase lasted for 35 days (from July 27 

1998 to August 31, 1998), while the second phase was carried out for 30 days (from December 2, 

1998 to December 31 , 1998). Obtaining official research permission, a preliminary survey of the 

study area, selection and interviewing of key informants and locating archival materials were the 

major activities in the first phase. 

, 
Interviewing was the major method employed to collect information both during the first and 

second phases. In interviewing informants both semi-structured and unstructured questions were 

used. The semi structured questions were used mostly in interviewing representatives of 

organizations and KPAs leaders, while the unstructured (also often informal in approach) were 

used to interview other key informants. Key informants were selected from all groups to obtain 

balanced information. Representatives of all the organizations in the area were interviewed. Case 

study was the other method used to collect data. To illustrate the past events in relation with 
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resource competition and conflict, different cases of incidents and anned conflicts between ethnic 

groups were investigated in detail . 

In the second phase, in addition to collection of more qualitative data, a survey was conducted on a 

selected sample households. As it was difficult to include all the four KP As in the sample unit, 

Wosha Soyama and Gotu Onoma were selected for their contrasting features in ethnic composition, 

land holding, soil ferti lity and social relations. In Wosha Soyama, ethnic heterogeneity, population 

density and land fragmentation are high while in Gotu Onoma they are relatively low. Soil fertility 

and agricultural productivity are also high Wosha Soyama. Average land holding ora household is 

larger in Gotu Onoma than the other KPAs. Gotu Onoma is predominantly inhabited by Arsi 

Oromo whi le in Wosha Soyama the Sidama constitute the single largest group. Thus, Wosha 

Soyama can represent the remaining two KPAs (Wotera Kechema and Shesha Kckclc) whereas 

Gotu Onoma represents itself , 

Five percent of the total household population was selected using systematic sampling method, in 

which every ethnic group is represented according to its percentage to the total population. In the 

survey it was tried to gather information about household demography, land holdings, land 

arrangements, inigation practises, cattle and pasture. 

When I crosscheck the information collected in the survey with the data found from the Awassa 

It'oreda Department of Finance, mainly about household land holdings and land transactions, I 

found many di screpancies to use it for quantitative analysis. Close examination revealed later that 

for certain reasons the people interviewed did not responde truly to some of the questions dealing 

with land holdings and transactions. Even if land transactions have prevailed in the area since 1990, 

they are still illegal and people are hesitant to tell about their holdings acquired through 

transactions. Expectation of future land redistribution also led some of those who have more than 

average holding of land to take some actions such as distributing tpe lands among family members 

who are actually living in the same household. 

Attempts were made to gather relevant written materia1s from archives of various government 

offices. In some cases very important data are found from some archives like the archive of 

Shashemene Woreda Administration Office and the former South Shewa Regional Administration 

Office in Ziway. A very important report ofa survey held in the four KPAs in 1990 was found from 

the archive of the Shashemene woreda Adminstration Office. The survey was conducted by a 

special committee established by the ad hoc committee set-up to solve the violent amted conflict 
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between the different ethnic groups in July 1990. The Special Committee was composed of expens 

from various organization (Regional and Woreda Administration Offices, Departments of 

Agriculture., Woreda Health Office, Shashemene Town municipality etc.) and respective KPAs 

leaders. The survey provided valuable qualitative data about the population density, ethnic 

composition, effects of the different organizations and related displacements of fanners. Thus, it is 

intensively used to analyze land holdings, resource competition and interethnic relations during the 

Derg period. However, still other valuable material are believed to have been destroyed during the 

1991 change of government and later in the new organization of admi nistrative regions. 

, 
The data obtained from the Shashemene and Awassa woreda Departments of Finance are very 

important in giving infonnation about the number of KPA members of each kebelle for different 

periods. Moreover, the current list of KPA members and their fann holding is found to be more 

reliable to use it for qualitative anaysis and it helped to examine the dynamic changes in landholding 

within a decade. To know land holding along ethnic lines, the list offarrners found from the Finance 

Departments were categorized along their ethnic identities using key infonnants from each group. 

In the field I had some advantages and constraints which innuenced the data collection process. 

Soon after settling in the area, I tried to gather infonnation using the standard anthropological 

research methods and my fair prior knowledge about the area. I was living in the town of 

Shashemene for long years and used to make frequent visits to the area. This gave me a chance to 

have a prior knowledge about the area. Moreover, the repeated visit I made to the area during 1990 

while I was working in the fonner South Shewa Administrative Region e'nriched my knowledge 

about the area and same of the problems in relation with resource util.ization and interethnic 

relations. It also created good opportunities to be acquainted witn some people living in the area, 

who later helped me to identify key infonnants. However, in spite of my enthusiasm and prior 

infonnation, initially it was difficult to gather infonnation about ethnicity, ethnic relations and 

resource allocation. 

The fi rst factor for the initial difficulty was the very nature of the research topic and the type of 

infomlation I was trying to collect. In Wondo Genet where members of about eight ethnic groups 

live together, the relationships among them dramatically oscillate from hannonious relationships to 

conflicts and anned violence. The people of the area experienced successive ethnic anned conflicts 

since 1990. The current political system which gives a right of self administration to ethnic groups 

and the related controversy over the regional demarcation of Wondo Genet made the relation 
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among the various ethnic groups delicate. The successive soci.iJ conflicts and the subsequent 

ethnically charged atmosphere made the attempt to collect information about ethnic relations more 

arduous. The new political condition and the resulting social significances ascribed to ethnic 

identities and ethnicity made the topic more sensitive. Some of my informants initially associated 

me with the Government or some political organinltions and refrained from expressing their real 

feelings. Moreover, the conflict between the two major ethnic groups (Ar:si and Sidama) in the 

nearby areas, such as Guguma and Shalo, made the atmosphere in Wondo Wosha more tense. The 

cumulative effect ofthese factors at the begining made my informants uneasy to talk about ethnicilY 

and interethnic relations and made the attempt to gather information difticult. 

The other related sub-topic of the research which deals with resource allocat ions was equally 

sensitive to obtain information. Conflicts among ethnic groups in the past over access to land made 

the issue more delicate. Information about informal land transactions were usually kept secret. 

Consequently I was forced to spent some days without actually doing anything. 
, 

In spite of the initial set backs, 1 gradually gained the confidence of my informants and succeeded 10 

collect the necessary information. My prior infomlation about the art;:a has helped me to 

familiarizing my self with the area, to now where to look for relevant infonnation and identi fy key 

infonnants easily. My acquaintances also assisted me to approach and win the confidence of the 

informants. In interviewing informants, I was usually start with the less sensitive questions (often 

about past history of the area, resource endowmwnts etc.), then gradually move to more sensitive 

ones after obtaining their trust. 

1.5 RATIONALE FOR THE SELECTION OF THE RESEARCH SIT E 

Wondo Wosha was selected for this research for various reasons. The first f-actor is the existence of 

a very high population density the area. According to the 1994 National Population and Housing 

Census, the tota! population of the area was 21 ,157 with 3, 173 hOUseholds (eSA, 1994). That will 

give the area a crude population density of about 588 persons per square km., which is 16 and 61 

percent higher than the population densities of the woreda and the Region to which it belongs. 

The other factor for the selection of the research site is the existence of eight ethnic groups. Since 

members of these groups are interacting among themselves and exploit similar resources, the area is 
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more conducive to study interethnic relationships that are influenced by resource use pattern and 

scarcity. 

The area is also both an ethnic boundary (between the Arsi Oromo and Sidama) and political 

boundary (between Oromiya and Souther Nations and Nationalities Regions). The two ethnic 

groups had a conflicting relationships since their encounter. The intensity of the confl ict vary in 

different periods and conditions. This would give good opportunity to investigate the interethnic 

relations in ~ght of the political changes that took place in the past years and past relation between 

the groups. 

The existence of various governmental and developmental institutions and projects that compete 

for the available resources made the area more interesting for the rt;SC<lfch. Furthermore, the impact 

of the fonner Derg government's political and economic pol icies, mainly agrarian pol icies, are more 

noticeable, especially in the endeavour to create model PPCs in the area. Thus, Wondo Wosha is 

conducive to study the impacts of the policies on resource utilization and individual's access to 

natural resources and the consequent effects on interhuman relationships in the area. The 

combination of the above mentioned factors made Wondo Genet suitable to study natural resource 

competition and interethnic relations. 

1.6 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

1.6. 1 Resource Scarcioty and Competition 

Natural resources can be defined as those components that are found naturally and provide goods 

and services for human satisfaction and utility. Based on their nature of existence and sustainability, 

natural resources can be categorized as stock resources and flow resources. Stock resources are , 
those whose physical quantity is limited and the amount utilized at one time will influence the 

quantity left for future usc. They are exhaustible and nonrenewable. Flow resources, on the 

contrary, are not limited in quantity and they are renewable and non-exhaustible. They can support 

people and of being endure indefinitely. Nevertheless, for some flow resources, there are certain 

critical zones below which sustainabili ty of them is impossible (Gibbs and Bromley, 1989; Grima 

and Berkes, 1989). 

Natural resources, with labour and capital, are one of the three major components of agricultural 
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production (Grima and Berkes, 1989; Barlett, 1980). The ecology of a given area largely 

detennines the availability and productivity of the natural resources, which, in tum, conditions the 

population density of the area. Thus, in semi-arid areas where land fertility is low, water is scarce 

and the chance of improving production is linle, population density is usually low. While in areas 

where soil fertility and production output are high and the risk of production failure is minimal, 

population density is usually high (Rosenzwieg et a1 ., 1984). 

Concerning population increase, the Malthusian and Boserup theories of population are the two 

major yet opposite views. Malthus argued that the incompatible increase of population and 

agricultural productivity would create disturbance and, thus, population increase needs checks. In 

contrast to this, Boserup argued that population increase is a means to enhance productivity and 

development by introducing agricultural intensification, invention" and use of more sophisticated 

technology (Weinstock, 1986; Rosenzwieg et aI ., 1984). However, both theories agree that the 

increase of population density puts pressure on agricultural resources in a given area. 

Access to natural resources is detennined by tenure systems that govern ownership and utilization 

of the resources. It has a close relationship with productivity of the resources, systems of 

production and population density. In better productive and/or dense populated areas, ownership 

and access to natural resources are often complex and competitive, and often leads to 

intensification of agricultural production. 

Brown and Podolefsky ( 1976) indicated the close relationship between population density, 

agricultural intensity and land tenure. While noticing the absence of correlation between di spersed 

settlement and high agricultural intensity, they found a very strong correlation between individual 

ownership of land on the one hand and agricultural intensity and high population density on the 

other. However, they arb'Ued that there is no direct relationship between land tenure and population 

density, but they are related indirectly through agricultural intensity (Brown and Podolefsky, 1976). 

This means, population density per se does not directly affect land tenure, but it affects the tenure 

system by inducing changes in agricultural production systems. Therefore, population density, 

agricultural intensity and local land tenure practices are often mutually associated. 

On the other hand, while acknowledging the importance of population density, Mitchell ( 199 1) 

stresses on population pressure as one of the underlying forces behind social changes in general and 

systems of agricultural production in particular. Population density refers to simple people-land 

ratios in a given geographical area, whereas population pressure is an aspect of the entire 
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relationship between population on the one hand and resources base and production systems on the 

other. 

Population growth is one of the factors that initiates population pressure in a given geographical 

area. Population increase, both by natural growth and migration, augmcm s population density per 

unit of land. Since population pressure refers to the intensity of the pressure all the resource base 

and the economic potential of the area. population growth may not necessarily lead to population 

pressure as long as the resource base can suppon the increasing population without incurring 

pressure. The level of technology used also determines the intensity of population pressure on a 

resource base. Adopting better technology can increase the carrying capacity of the area and 

accommodate the growing population (Mitchell, 199 1). 

The second factor attributed as the cause of population pressure tty Mitchell is squeeze on natural 

resources, systems of production and distribution. Economic and political factors that condition the 

adequacy of people-land ratio can alter the relationship between population and economic 

resources and cause population pressure without actual populat ion growth. Environmental 

degradation can also creates stress on the available resources, decreases output per unit of 

resources and, consequently, exacerbates population pressure. On the contrary, a high degree of 

agricultural intensification may increase the canying capacity of the resource base and 

accommodate more people in a given area (Mitchell, 1991). 

Increasing population pressure and the need for more resources would cause resource scarcity and 

lead to competition among users. In a condition of limited supply, the increased demand for 

resources, would inevitably lead to "problems such as diminished IX:r capita consumption, 

decreased returns for production effort, increased opportunity costs of procurement, or depletion 

and degradation of the resource base" (Ferguson, 1984:55). 

, 
Scarcity of resources would also ultimately bring changes in tenure. Weinstock defined tenure as "a 

system of interpersonal and intergroup relationships through which man's rdationships with part of 

his environment is mediated" (1986: 175). Consequently, there are a number of rules, which define 

individuals' right 10 land and related resources. Depending on ecology. population density, land use 

practices and the social organization of a given society, tenure varies from place to place and from 

society to society. It ranges from one extreme of making a resource open to all users, irrespective 

of localities and/or number, to the other extreme of restricted ownership in which an individual or a 

household enjoys an absolute control. Changes in tenure systems alter the access rules. In a 
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condition of increasing scarcity, the access rules would be more complex (Thebaud, 1995; 

DessaJegn, 1984). 

National and micro level political and economic conditions and various state policies could further 

affect individuals' access to natural resources and may aggravate scarcity and intensity the 

competition for them (Dessalegn, 1993, 1994; Gizachew, 1 994). In Ethiopia, although the 1975 

land refonn had nationalized all rural lands, abolished tenancy and gave "equal" access right to all 

fanners. lack of legal mechanisms to ascertain a farmer's ownership of hislher land resulted in high 

degree of tenure insecurity. The agrarian policy of the Derg government, which was targeted to 

establish socialist relation of production in rural areas, had tremendous impacts on fanners' access 

to land and production decisions. The establishment of State Farms and Tea and Colfee 

Development schemes had displaced a number of fanners from their holdings and increased the 

pressure on the remaining resources. Similarly, the State and Community forest developments in , 
some areas had increased resource scarcity, mainly land, and intensified the resulting competition 

for arable land (Dessalegn, 1993 ; Gizachew, 1994; Yibeltal, 1994). 

Likewise, the establishment of Peasant Producers' Cooperatives (PPC) and Villagization 

programmes had adverse consequences on farmers by increasing resource scarcity and decreasing 

productivity. To implement the agrarian policy, individual farmers' best land were taken and 

valuable resources, such as water points and pasture, were given to PPCs which had been much 

less efficient than private farmers. The evicted farmers were usually relocated in marginal lands or 

made landless. (Dessalegn, 1994; Seyene, 1 992). 

Therefore, it is possible to argue that population pressure created by increase of population density 

and/or diminishing of resource bases, causes resource scarcity. When it is coupled with 

unfavourable government policies, the scarcity would be acute and competition would be more 

fierce. 
, 

Fanners respond to problems of resource scarcity in various ways. In time of increasing resource 

scarcity and high competition for them, some literature indicates that people would opt for one or a 

combination of two major categories of responses (Ferguson, 1988; Price, 1984; Brown and 

Podolefsky, 1974). The first and perhaps the simplest response is expansion to new tenitories that 

are capable of supponing the increasing population. However, it is not always easy to increase 

tenitories for various reasons. First and foremost , shortage of economically feasible' free' tenitory 

hinders the visibility of this alternative. Even when it exists, the expansion is conditioned by the 
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economic and social costs of opening it . As population pressure becomes more acute, the opening 

cost of new tenitories will increase, while the return from them decreases (Price, I 984). 

The second alternative is intensification of production with the available resources and !tying to get 

maximum returns. lncreasing cropping intensity, decreasing fallow~land and period, applying more 

labour per unit of land, use of high price and high yield variety of crops, shifting to cash crop 

production are some the common responses to increasing resource scarcity (Ahmad, 1984; 

Bilsborrow, 1987; Dejene, 1996). However, this option is also subject to ecologica1, economic and 

social factors and may also have adverse environmental as well as social consequences. What is 

adaptive for an individual might be maladaptive to the environment or the community and may 

ult imately worsen the problem (Bennett, 1996). 

The types of responses adopted by fa .. mers are largely determined by the intensity of the problem, 

their standard ofliving., the potential for use oflabour intensively, and availability of other economic 

opportunities., and above all, the ecology of the area (Bilsborrow, 1987). 

1.6.2 Competition and Interethnic Relations 

Competition for scarce natural resources is a process that shapes the relationships between 

individuals as well as groups. liobu defined competition as "the process wherein two or more 

part ies strive to achieve scarce goals within a nonnative framework" (Jiobu, 1990: 163). It can 

occur between any users exploiting similar natural resources in a defined area. It may be between 

individuals, an individual and a community or between groups. Competition at an individual level 

(intra-group competition) usually weakens the group's solidarity while inter-group competition 

strengthens the group's unity. 

Whether competition at any level leads to conflict or cooperation is largely determined by empirical 

fact s and types of resources strived for. However, the power relationships between the competing 

groups and the national and micro level politica1 and economic conditions have significant roles in 

determining the aftermath of the competition. In the absence of proper mechanisms to solve the 

problem of resource scarcity, the process of competition would adversely affect inter-human 

relationships. Ronald Cohen argued that "the greater the competition for scarce resources (CSR), 

the grealer the potential for and the probability of dispules; the gr~ter the number of disputes, the 

higher the likelihood of warfare in any particular region" (Cohen, 1984:333) 
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Jiobu also stresses that "competition, to be competition, must take place within a nonnative 

framework. It establishes the implicit and explicit nonns, values, rules, and laws that govern the 

striving. Without the framework. the striving would too easily degenerate into conflict and, possibly 

violence" (Jiobu, 1990:163-64). Thus, increasing scarcity and Competition fo r resources may 

encourage actions that violate the existing norms and relations (Ferguson, 1984). 

In the absence of proper mechanisms for fair allocation of scarce resources, the competition for 

them might lead to conflicts that would be expressed in different ways. In areas where members of 

different ethnic groups coexist and utilize similar resources, there is a high possibility for the 

competition to be expressed in ethnic tenns. It is more pronounced especially when membership to 

a certain ethnic group significantly provides access to scarce resources (Cohen, 1978). 

To understand how ethnicity and ethnic identity are manipulated in the process of resource 

competition, it is essentiaJ to see different views about the nature of ethnicity and ethnic identity. 

Although there are sti ll notions, specially folk views: which consider any group with shared culture 

as an ethnic group, the elements that mark ethnic and cultural boundaries are quite diflerent. 

Cultural differences alone cannot attribute a group an ethnic character. Thus, cultural difference is 

not a decisive factor for ethnicity. , 

A review of anthropological li terature reviles the persistence of two different and opposite views 

about the origin, nature and strength of ethnicity and ethnic identity. The first view considers 

ethnicity as natural, innate and an immutable aspect of human identity. It perceives ethnic identity as 

unchanging and unchangeable. It acknowledges ethnic sentiments as products of the innate nature 

of human beings. Ethnic attachments are regarded as special fonns of bonds. Ethnic indicators arc 

considered as largely inexplicable and holding superpower and ' non-rational quality'. The primary 

utility of ethnicity and ethnic identity is considered to be psychologica1 in defining one's self-identity 

and affiliation with others. Thus, ethnicity and ethnic identity are something to be described, not to 

be explained. This kind of view is generally known as primordial ism (Bank, 1995; Jenkins, 1996; 

Erikson, 1993; Eller and Coughlan, 1993). 

However, within this general view, there are variations on the primordiaJ nature of ethnicity. 

Richard Thompson categorized primordialist views into two ~ broad categories: those who 

considered ethnicity as naturally primordial tie and those who consider it as culturally and 

historically produced primordial tie. The natural primordialist view, which is largely maintained by 

the socio-biology school, considers ethnicity as "primordial sentiment in a sense that leads one to 
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search for a natural, genetically based origin for ethnic group sentiments", While the cultural and 

historical primordialism "implies a theoretical basis for ethnic sentiments that is located in the 

dialectical interplay between deeply rooted historical ties based on assumed kinship, custom, 

language, and race" (Thompson, 1989:54). 

The other and opposite view of ethnicity is known as . situationalism' (also called 

'circumstantialism'). According to this view, ethnicity is situationaly defined and tactically 

manipulated for certain political, economic or social objectives. Ethnic identities are created by 

individuals or groups in the processes of achieving certain interests. Since it is considered as a 

means of advancing interests, people can and do change their ethnic ascriptions depending on their 

economic, social and political interests. The psychological dimension of ethnicity is given secondary 

place. As a result, "ethnic identities and ethnic groups are seen 10 be fluid, to appear, undergo , 
transfonnation, and disappear in response to changing distributions of resources and other 

conditions. In the mean time, individuals make back and forth movements across ethnic boundaries" 

(O'Brian, 1986:899). Unlike the primordialist view, for instrumentalists, ethnicity is something to be 

explained, rather than described and it focuses on explaining how ethnic groups, ethnic identities 

and ethnic boundaries are formed and maintained. 

One of the main proponents of the situationalism of ethnicity, Abner Cohen argued that it is 

possible to understand why some ethnic groups vanish while others, with their ethnic 

identifications, persist. He showed the instrumental function of ethnicity in his work on the I-Iausa 

traders of Ibadan and Creoles of Sierra Leone. The Hausa traders were able to monopolize the 

cattle and kola trade by creating strong ethnic solidarity with the northern people who supplied the 

commodities. They strengthened the ethnic boundary by embracing a more orthodox sect of Islam, 

Tijjaniyya. Similarly, the Creoles were the political and professional elites of Sierra Leone while 

they were numerically smaller group. To keep their political and professional privileges, they used 

ethnicity as an instrument through becoming freemasons. Cohen cOncluded that, had it not been for 

the political and economic interests, ethnicity would have not much significance in both cases 

(Cohen, A quoted in Erikson, 1993 and Bank, 1995). 

The dynamic nature of ethnic boundaries invalidates the primordial view of ethnicity. Ethnographic 

evidences show the fluidity of ethnic identities and ethnic boundaries. They are dually correlated 

with macro and micro level economic and political processes that include patterns of access to 

political and economic resources at large, and the internal structure of the groups with the merits 

they entail to members (Nnoli, 1989; Jenkins, 1996). 
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In spite of its weaknesses, primordialism. especially cultural and historically produced primordial 

view of ethnicity, has some impressive notions which suggest caution from discarding it completely. 

It stresses the strong and enduring bond ethnic identity creates among members based on shared 

culture. In spite of their fierce opposition to the primordial view of ethnicity, instrumentalists also 

do not deny the power and stability of ethnic identities and bonds. They also acknowledge the 

stable eIT'ect of ethnicity in emotion and sentiments. While rejecting any form of absolute 

primordialism, Jenkins remarked that, along with the cultural traits used to define ethnic boundaries 

(such as language, religion, non-verbal behaviour etc.), the early~primary socialization can make 

ethnic identity a primary social identity and results in deep-rooted ethnic sentiment and feeling of 

belongingness. Moreover, due to the strong influence of primary socialization, ethnic identity can 

be acquired as an integral part of selfhood. Thus, "ethnicity may, under local circulllstances, be 

characterizable as a primary, if not a primordial, aspect of identity" (original emphasis) (Jenkins, 

1996:813). However, no matter how powerful and inflexible it may be, and how strong sentiments 

it produces, ethnicity is always socially constructed (Jenkins, 1996; Eller and Coughlan, 1993). 

On the other hand, the study of ethnicity and ethnic groups has got a new dimension in 

anthropology and other social sciences after the publ ication of Barth's introduction in the book 

Ethnic Groups and Boundaries (1969). Barth detached ethnicity from the traditional culture 

oriented approach that regarded ethnicity as an expression of culture and introduced an 

interactional approach in the analysis of ethnicity and interethnic relations. He indicated that 

cthnicity is primarily a fonn of social organization based on ascription and self-ascription. He 

argued against any attempt to describe ethnic group and ethnic idontity in terms of distinct cultural 

marks. Cultural differences are used by members to mark ethnic distinctiveness. The cultural traits 

employed can be either values and/or objective eannarks such as language, religion, clothes that can 

be created or taken from past or even from other people. They can also be changed, replaced or 

dropped over time. Apart from their use in creating a distinction or marking a boundary across 

groups, they do not have an analytical value (Barth, 1969; 1994; Roosens, 1989). 

The major focus of attention should be, therefore, the subjective element ofbelongingness and the 

boundaries between ethnic groups across which personnel are recruited. The focus on "the 

processes of boundary maintenance quickly showed that ethnic groups and their features are 

produced under particular interactional, historical, economic and political circumstances" (Barth, 

1994 :12). 
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In the interactional approach of ethnicity, ethnic membership is based on ascription and self­

ascriptions based on the perception of cultural distinctiveness. Theflpproach confirms that ethnicity 

and ethnic distinctiveness are not biological, ecological or cultural variables, but an aspect of 

subjective dichotomization created in the process of interaction. The major goal of researches and 

theorizing of ethnicity and ethnic relations is, therefore, why and how boundaries are created and 

maintained (Cohen, 1978; Erikson, 1993). The strength of ethnic boundaries, the intensity of ethnic 

self-affirmation and ethnic identity depend upon the degree of economic, social and political 

resources a group possesses and tries to protect (Roosens, 1989: (3) . 

I n spite of the increasing interest in ethnic groups, few scholars bothered to define and set out the 

elements that difl.'erentiate ethnic identity and ethnic groups from other forms of social ident it ies and 

groups. Among those who try to define ethnicity, some took shared culture as the primary criterion 

fo r ethnic groups while others stress the ideology of common descent. Still others emphasise shared 

past history and the feeling of oneness. Abner Cohen took the extreme position by considering the 

London share brokers as an ethnic group since they are endogamous and share a common identity 

(Vemleulcn and Govers, 1994; Cohen, 1978;). • 

Michael Brown argues that at least six major criteria should be fulfi lled to label a group an ethnic 

group. Firstly, the group should have a distinct name for itself, which indicates the sufficient 

development of collective identity. Secondly, there should be a belief among the members in 

common ancestry and metaphoric or fictive kinship relation. But a conception of genetic lie may 

not necessarily exist . Thirdly, the existence of shared historical memories, often myths of legend 

passed from generation to generation by word of mouth. Fourthly, the existence of shared culture 

used to mark distinctiveness and expressed in both value systems and objective traits such as 

language, religion, laws, customs, institutions, dress, music, crafts . Fifthly, the attachment of the 

group to specific tenitories that mayor may not be currently inhabited and; sixthly, the members 

should have a feeling of common ethnic identity. That is the subjective thinking of oneness and 

ethnic self-affirmat ion (Brown, 1997:81-82). 

Ethnicity serves many parts of human life. Principally, it has psychological and practical utilities. In 
• 

the first case, it determines identities and offers individuals psychological security and social roots 

as members of certain groups and attaches them with others. On the other hand, it has a socio­

economic utility in which it serves in structuring social order and in shaping social relations. 

Ethnicity can also serve as a means for collective action targeted for the benefit of the whole 

members, or some part of it or even few individuals. It can also have a political dimension. Since 
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"political action. like economic and cultural activities is embedded in structures of social relations , , 

some of which are ethnic" in nature (Breton et aI., 1990:6). This characteristic of cthnicity enables 

political leaders to mobilize group members on the ideology of ' sharing common blood' and 

tradition. 

Ethnic identity would be conferred with more than one roles in some particular situations. In certain 

circumstances, an individual may be given or denied certain advantages by virtue of hislher ethnic 

identity and, then. ethnic identity may matter more than mere membership to a social group, While 

in other conditions, ethnic identity may not have material significance and it would be other 

identities that detennine an individual's social position. Thus, in certain societies and circumstances 

people may assign greater importance to their ethnic identity si nce it detennines their social, 

political and economic positions. While in other societies and circumstances, depending on the 

minor role ascribed to it, ethnic identity may have litt le importance in social interactions (Roosens, 

1989: 15-16). 

There are certain conditions that evoke ethnic identities and mobilize ethnic based collective 

actions. Ethnicity become more salient especially in the process of competition. "If members of a 

societal sector that has some potential for ethnic identity are barred from achieving desired ends 

because of particular sociocultural distinctions, then a potentially salient issue is available for 

mobilization" (Cohen, 1978:396). To make ethnicity an active means for collective action, it 

requires leaders to mobilize the members. Nnoli argues that "ethnicity does not exist in a pure form. 

I! is always closely associated with political, juridical, religious and other social views, which 

constitute its important ingredients as well" (1989:2). Therefore, he insists that any meaningful 

analysis of ethnicity should attempt to understand an ethnic phenomenon in relation wit h it s 

interactions with other processes mentioned above. 

Since ethnicity is a product of social interaction, it has no existence apart from interethnic relations. 

The degree of contact and power relations between ethnic grouPJ determine the type of relation 

between them. Based on this premise, Ronald Cohen set out four types of interethnic relations 

(Cohen, 1978:389). The first one is called fragmented relation and occurs between groups with 

equal power relation, but having little or no reason for physical or social interaction. The second 

type of relation is indirect relationship, and occurs between groups with unequal power relation and 

having limited contact . Cohen presented the salient trade described in different ethnographies as an 

example of indirect relationship. Limitation of contact and relative physical isolation hinders the 

stronger group from dominating the weaker one. 
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Balanced relationship is the third type and occurs between groups with equal power rclationship 

and frequent interaction. The interacting groups usually live in onc area or near each other. It is 

characterized by symbiosis and homeostatic interactions. The relation between nomadic and 

agriculturalist groups based on reciprocal trade relation is an exanlplc of balanced relation. 

However, Cohen noted that the existence of symbiotic trade relation at one lime does nOI 

necessarily imply everlasting equity of power relation between the groups. The relation can be 

altered through time depending on the factors that change power balance. The fourth and the most 

commonly observed type of relationship is known as stratified relationship and develops between 

groups with frequent and high degree of contact, but with asymmetrical power relationships. This 

type of relationShip is produced when specific ethnic groups control access to scarce resources and 

when group membership significantly detennines access to resources. Ethnic stratification is the 

outcome of this type of relationship (Cohen, 1978:389-9 1). ~ 

1.6.3 Com pet ion and Interethnic Models 

There are a number of anthropological models developed to examine intcrethnic relations in relation 

to competition. Owing to their relevance to the issue at hand, two of them seem to be worthy to 

discuss fo r analyzing the resource competition and interethnic relations in the research area. 

The first model fo r analyzing interethnic relation is the one devcloped by Frederick Barth (1956, 

1969). Barth took ecology and economy as the central variables to analyze interethnic relationship. 

He explained possible relationship between diffcrent ethnic groups living in the same areas in four 

general principles. 

I. The di stribution of ethnic groups is controlled not by objcctive and fixed ' natural 
area', but by the distribution of specific ecological niches that the group, wi th its 
particular economic and political organization, is able to eXI'Jloit . 
2. Different ethnic groups establish themselves in stable co-residence in an area if 
they exploit different ecological niches, especially if they can establish symbiotic 
economic relations. 
3. If different ethnic groups exploit the same ecological niches fu lly, the militarily 
more powerful will nonnally replace the weaker. 
4.lf different ethnic groups exploit the same ecological niches but the weaker of 
them is better able to utilize marginal environments, the groups may co-reside in 
one area (Barth, 1956 quoted in Weinstock, 1986: 180). 

Barth's model has an analytical importance due to its emphasis on the relationship between 

di stribution of resources and ethnic groups. It also pays due attention to environmental variables, 
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economic and military power relationships between competing groups in shaping interethnic 
relations. 

Although the model has strong methodological importance, it pays little attention to the role of the 

state in governing resource allocation and influencing groups relationships. In his later work Barth 

also acknowledged the importance of this factor. He insisted on integrating the model which had 

been "focusing more on dispersed ethnic competition for resources, and the lifestyle commonalties 

and distinctions it generated" with the new trends that attempt to explain interethnic relation in light 

of the political power and state structure (Barth, 1994: 19). 

The second model is the one developed by Robert liobu ( 1990) . .diobu, after examining the basic 

commonalties of the various economic theories analyzing racial and ethnic relat ions in light of 

resource competition, suggested what he called a 'competitive framework of ethnic relations' to 

interpret interethnic relations and socioeconomic differences. The framework is based on the 

assumption that as people are living in a state of finite resources and rewards, scarcity is inevitablc. 

The distribution of the finite resources and rewards would ultimately create different groups and 

cause social, economic, cultural, political or psychological inequalitics anlOng them. Thus, scarcity 

and the resulting distribution of resources become the basis for organizing society (Jiobu, 1990). 

The basic tenets of the framework are the following. 

I. Competition Produces Ethl1icity. "Neither racial nor ethnic characteristics are important unless 

meaning is attached to them". The framework assumes that competition is a mechanism of 

allocating scarce resources and rewards. When resources become more scarce, the competition for 

them will equally be fierce and there is more possibility for ethnicity 10 be at the focal point in the 

process of competition. Thus, "the social meaning of ethnic lags~will rapidly crystallize, fonning 

hard boundaries. The subsequent rejection of people on the basis of ethnicity amounts to excluding 

them from the competitive process, or to reducing and deflecting their competitive threat. In this 

sense, competition leads to ethnicity" (Jiobu, 1990: 182). 

2. '!he Majority GaillS from the Minority. It asserts that in the atmosphere of overabundance of 

resources, allocation would not be a problem. But, since resources and rewards are limited, 

distribution is determined in the process of competition in which the majorities are always the 

winners. In the US case, the majority- the whites- are constantly the winners at the expense of the 

non-white minorities. Consequently, he majority vest interest in maintaining ethnic boundaries and 

inequality. 
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3. Competition Produces Ethnic Socioeconomic Differentiatioll. "Competition not only leads to 

ethnicity, but it also produces socioeconomic differentiation along ethnic lines" in which the 

majority gets the maximum (Jiobu, 1990:182). Nevertheless, the framework notes that ethnic 

competition is only one of the mechanisms leading to particular form of socioeconomic 

differentiation. In ethnically homogenous societies, differentiation can occur in the absence of ethnic 
competition. 

4. Competition Affects Demographic PoteflliaJ. The framework states that the boundaries formed 

as a result of the competition affects group size. In a situation where resources are abundant, group 

size has no or little significance in shaping interethnic relations and, as a result, boundaries are often 

soft . Whereas when resources are scarce, the relation of the groups competing for the available 

resources is affected by their size, and members wi ll have lillIe chance of crossing ethnic 

boundaries. However, he noted that sometimes the perception of the size of a group has more 

significance than it s actual size. A group defined as large would be perceived as a threat by other 

competing groups and face negative responses far out of proportion to its actual size (Jiobu, 1990). 

Jiobu summarized the framework as follows: "scarcity leads to competition; compet ition leads to 

cthnicity; ethnicity leads to inequality; and inequality is socioeconomic status" (Jiobu, 1990: 183). 

Jiobu is aware of some of the implications of the framework . Firstly, he noted that the framework is 

based on the assumption that there is always scarcity of resources and rewards and, thus, 

competition is inevitable. In the process of competition, inequality~in allocation would occur. This 

inequal ity will significantly be expressed along ethnic lines. Thus, the franlework does not imply a 

promising and harmonious relationships between different ethnic groups. 

The second and what he called the 'disturbing implication' of the framework is, since it assumes that 

resources and rewards, specially to attain high socioeconomic statuses, are limited, the attempt to 

attain these statuses would create fierce competition and unhealthy relationships between ethnic 

groups (p.18S). Hence, it presumes ethnic animosity as an enduring feature of human society. 

The framework is very pertinent to analyze interethnic competition and relations in many respects. 

[t acknowledges the importance of power relationship in ascertaining resource allocation, which, in 

tum, detennines socioeconomic inequality among ethnic groups. As Ronald Cohen indicated 

( 1978:389), power relationship between ethnic groups detennines the type ofre[ation they develop. 

Political power has a central role in determining resource allocation. Jiobu showed how political 

power difference between the whites and the non-whites det~mlined resource allocation. It 
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presumes that ethnicity become significant only when meanmgs are attached to it. More 

importantly, it takes demographic variables into account to explain interethnic relations. 

In spite of the framework's major attention to resource competition and allocation, it has some 

limitations to be applied universally in examining interethnic relations and ethnic socioeconomic 

inequalities. The assumption that "the majority gains from the minority" may not be always true. 

Minorities. because of their control of political power, can control and enjoy a lion's share or 

available resources. The issue of majority/minority should not be always secn in tenns of absolute 

group size but it should be conceived in relation with power differentials. The framework docs nOI 

also try to deal with the role of past historical relationship between competing groups in shaping 

their current relationship. , 

To explain the process of resource competition and interethnic relations in the research area fully, 

the above mentioned issues should be complemented in the two models discussed above. Both 

models have some similarities. They are based on interactional approach or ethnicity and presume 

that ethnicity and ethnic identities are situationally created and maintained. Nevertheless, they also 

have their own respective limitations to explain the resource competition and interethnic relations in 

the area. Therefore. there is a need to combine the two to explain resource scarcity, competition 

and the resulting interethnic relations in Wondo Wosha. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY AREA 

2.1 GEOGRAPIDCAL LOCATION 

Wondo Genet is located in Awassa woreda. Sidama Zone of Southern Nations, Nat ional ities and 

People's Region (SNNPR). It covers the area from some 15 km. south of tile town ofShashcmcne, 

ncar the Wendo Genet College of Forestry, to Malge Wendo, where the Meat and Vegetable 

Canning Factory is located (a few km. east of Awassa). In fact, the name We ndo Genet is a 

relatively recently given name to the area. It was Emperor Haile Sillassic, appreciating the natural 

beauty and panoramas of the area, who named it Wendo Genet (Wendo- Paradise), Some 

informants indicate that the area had been called Malgc Wendo before it was renamed as Wendo 

Genet. 

Although the area is collectively known as Wendo Genet, it is divided into sub-regions that have 

climatic, demographic and socio-economic variations. Close to Shashemene is Wando Wosha. 

while the town located some 22 km south of Shashemene is called Wando Kella. Busa, Basha and 

Malge Wondo are situated in the southern parts of the area. Most parts of Wondo Genet, except 

Wondo Wosha, had been part of the fonner Sidamo province ti nder Awassa woreda. Wando 

Wosha was administered under Shewa province of Shashemene woreda and until the 199 1 new 

administrative division, it constituted four of the 81 kebeJle peasant associations (KPAs) of 

Shashemene woreda. 

Wondo Wosha is the research area of this study. The name Wosha derived from the small stream 

that passes through the small town, which is also called Wosha. Wosha, therefore, is the name of 

the stream, the town and the surrounding area. Although Wondo Wosha is part of the larger 

Wondo Genet area, it is separated from the adjacent areas by natural and cultural boundaries. In the 

north, Mount Abaro is the boundary between Wando Genet and Shashemene (i.e. SNNPR and 

Oromiya Regions). It also serves as a traditionaJ ethnic boundary between the Arsi Oromo and 

Sidama. Gerarimo and other chains of hills that stretch to the northern, northwestern and western 

parts of the region separate Wondo Wosha from the neighbouring Sidama highlands. In the south, 

the Hallo stream is the boundary between Wando Wosha and Wondo Kella. In the western side 

the area adjoins the Arsi dominated Borera and Meddo kebeJle peAsant association of Shashemene 

woreda. 
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Wondo Wosha consists of four KPAs, namely Wosha Soyama, WOIcra Kcchcma., Shesha Kckclc 

and Gotu Onorna. The total area is estimated to be 90 ga'iha (36 sq.km.) that comprises a good 

deal of uncultivable hillsides, marshy and stony lands. Owing to the favourable climatic conditions 

and good quality of agricultural natural resources, the area is vC:ry conducive for production of 

cereals and perennial crops as well as animal husbandry. 

In pre-1975 period, besides individual fanners. the richness of the natural resources attracted 

agricultural and agre-industrial investments in the area. After the revolution somc of them wcre 

appropriated by the state and continued to operate. Currently, there are four major government 

institutions and a forest project that retain vast plots of land. These are the Wondo Genet College 

of Forestry, The Essential Oils Research Centre (commonly known as perfume factory), the 

Wando Genet Wabi Shebelle Resort Hotel and the branch of fornler Shashcmene-Munessa State 
Forest Project. 

2.2 POPULA nON 

High population density and a high degree of cthnic heterogeneity are the phenomena that an 

out sider would observe in Wondo Wosha from the outset. Wand!> Wosha has one of the highest 

population densities in the country. The 1994 Population and Housing Census confirnls this fact. 

The following table shows the population size of the four KPAs of Won do Wosha. 

Table 2.1 Population size or the four KPAs of Won do Wosha in 1994 

Peasant Association Population size Number of Average hh 
household 517.£ 

Total Male Female 

Wosha Soyama 7,363 3,883 3,480 1,48 1 4.97 

Shesha Kekele 6,590 3,404 3,1 86 1,177 5.60 

Wotera Kechema 5,452 2,761 2,691 1,139 4.79 

GotuOnoma 1,752 923 829 33 7 4.65 

Total 21 ,157 10,971 10,186 3,173 4.86 

Source: Population and Housing Census, 1994 
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The population density of the area was 588 persons/sq. Kill. , which is much higher than the average 

population densities of the Region (95 persons/sq. Km.), the Zone and worcda (357 persons/sq. 

Km.) to which it belongs (CSA, 1994). Since a considerablc size ofland is uncultivable and somc of 

the arable lands are held by the institutions, agricultural population density is far higher than the 

average of the regions and the woreda. 

Besides natural increase, in migration is the other major factor for the high population density in the 

area. People had been coming from other areas in search of better economic opportunities sincc, at 

least, the beginning of 1950's. This also contributed to the ethnic hejerogcncity of the community of 

the area. The private land tenure system that had thrived in the area, the introduction of cash crop 

production in the pre-1975 period, and later the Derg agrarian policy, directly or indirectly, 

contributed to the augmentation of the population density and ethnic heterogeneity of the 

community. Currently, there are eight major ethnic groups that live and exploit similar agricultural 

natural resources in the four KPAs. Out of them the Sidama, Guji and Arsi Oromo constitute the 

majority. The Wolayita, Hadiya, Kembata and Amhara are also significant in number. The number 

of the Gurage is small and most of them are engaged in other businesses in the town ofWosha. 

The fact that the area is an ethnic boundary between Sidama and Arsi Oromo, the long established 

social interactions between the various ethnic groups, increasing population density and the 

resulting scarcity of resources (mainly arable land), greatly shape the relationships between 

members of the various ethnic groups at different periods of time. Moreover, the relations al the 

local level are influenced by the existing political and economic conditions at a national level. 

Consequently, the relations among the ethnic groups vary from one extreme of hannonious , 
relations expressed in alliance against other ethnic groups to the other extreme of am1ed conflicts 

among themselves. 

Owing to the influencc of the long established Protestant churches in the area, most of the Sidama, 

Guj i, Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita are Protestant Christians. Most of the Amhara and Gurage are 

Olthodox Christians, while the Arsi are predominantly Muslims. The Philadelphia Mission in 

Wondo Kella, the Edola Hywol Birhall Church and the Mekalle Yesus (Evangelical Church) in 

Wosha are very active. Unlike in some other areas, there is a hannonious relationship and mutual 

respect among the Protestant and Orthodox Christians. 
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2.3 NATURAL RESOURCE ENDOWMENTS 

Wando Genet is well endowed with rich, but depleting, agricultural natural resources. The primary 

asset of the area is the existence of fertile soil suitable for the production of both cereal and 

perennial crops. Even if the uncultivable lands (marshy, stony and hilly lands) constitute a significant 

proportion of the total land size. the quality of the remaining arable land is very good, and makes 

Wando Genet one of the most productive areas of the region. 

However, there are variations in soil fertility among KPAs and within a KPA. Wosha Soyama 

generally has the best fenile soil while Gotu Oooma is the least of all . Shesha Kckclc and Wotcra 

Kechema are moderate. Within Washa Soyama., the Soyama area (east of the main road) is morc 

ferti le than the western part of the KPA. Similarly, in Ootu Onortla the Galli area is least fertile 

while the lands adjacent to Washa Soyama and Shesha Kekele are better in quality. Soil erosion and 

land degradation are apparent due to the deforestation of the hills. This is more evident in Gotu 

Onoma partly due to its location at the bottom of Abaro hill. 

The other natural asset of the area is its rich water resources. In fact, the existing agricultural 

production system and economic conditions of Won do Wosha arc made possible by the availability 

of rich water resources. In addition to the small springs at the bottom of the hills, there are four 

major streams, namely Wosha, Worqa, Hallo and Lango. The water resources are intensively used 

for irrigation both by the institutions and individual fanners. The introduct ion and expansion of 

commercial agriculture was made possible by the use of irrigation. Moreover, it is used to supply 

the town of Shashemene with water since 197516. To solve the serious water shortage caused by 

the rapid population increase of the town, the water supply from Wondo Wosha was recently 

upgraded. 

, 
The hot springs are the other natural resources of Wando Wosha. They are found in Wosha 

Soyama, just at the bottom of the Gerarimo hill, around the Wabi Shebclle Hotel, and in Gotu 

Onoma near the College of Forestry. Apart from the ordinary use, the Belle and other small hot 

springs are used for medical purposes. The Wabi Shebelte Hotel is the major uscr of the hot spring 

water in the main hotel at Soyama and at Belle Fill Wuha. The hotel uses the natural hot water to 

serve an open-air bath and swimming pool conveying the water through pipe. Likewise, in Belle a 

similar indoor service is given. In fact, the hot springs, the open-air bath and the Belle Fill Wuha 

are the main tourist attractions ofWondo Genet. 
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The forest resource is the other asset of Wando Wosha. Available documents and oral infom13tioll 

indicate that Wondo Wosha had been covered with dense forest only about half a ccntury ago. 

Mount Abaro and the other chain of hills had been covered by dense fo rest with economically 

valuable species. The total forested land of mount Abaro, which stretched further to Shashcmcnc 

lI'oreda, was estimated to be 10,000 hectares (250 ga~ha) in 1940's and had the best Zigba 

(PodocarPliS gracilior) trees in the country (Russ, 1947:204). ] 'he forest resource of Wondo 

Wosha had been used for timber production since the period of the Italian invasion until recently. 

Even if there are still some small spots of natural forest in the upper parts of the hill s, most parts of 

it were cleared for agriculture, settlement and timber production. The reforestation schemes of the 

Wondo Genet College of Forestry and State Forest Project in the past couple of decades had 

contributed much in recovering the deforested hills, and helped to control soil erosion and land 

degradation. 

Just like the natural forest , the presence of adequate water and fertilc soil made Wondo Wosha a 

suitable place for pasture ~ Wando Wosha is said to have been traditional seasollal grazing arc.1 for 

the nearby Sidama, Guji and Arsi Oromo. Besides the traditional animosity among these ethnic 

groups, competition for pasture and water resource of the area had been the major cause of conflict 

in the past years. Currently, high population density and the need for morc arable land significantly 

diminished the pasture land. In some KPAs unsuitable plots of land are kept aside for pasture while 

in others, like Wosha Soyama, there is virtually no common pasturs land. 

Favourable climatic condition and better infrastructure are the other assets of the area. The region 

has a wet woyl/a dega climatic condition with an altitude of 1700-1800 m. Using inigation, famlcrs 

can produce two or more times a year with minimal risk of production failure. The road that 

connects the area with the nearby town of Shashemene enables the people to have easy access to 

markets and social services. It was constructed beforc the Italian invasion and later improved by the 

ImperiaJ state, partly because of the introduction of commercial agriculture and the construction of 

a recreation centre for members of the royal family in the area. It was later reconstructed anew in 

1974/5. 

The combination of the above mentioned factors made Wondo Wosha attractive for individual and 

commercial agriculture, and the establishment of research and socia-economic institutions, which 

ultimately, resulted in high population density and scarcity of natural resources. 
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CHAPTER III 

LAND TENURE, ACCESS RULES AND 

ETHNIC RELATIONS IN THE PRE-1975 PERIOD 

3.1 LAND TENURE IN THE PRE-1975 PERIOD 

Due to the agro-ecological variations and specific socio-poiitical developments in diftcrent parts of 

the country, pre-1975 land tenure in Ethiopia significantly vary across regions. However, two major 

kinds of land tenure systems prevailed in the northern and southern parts of the count ry. In the 

northern highlands the rist system was the dominant fonn ofland tenure system. In this system land 

was communally owned by descent groups. Access to land was de~ennined by virtue of individuals' 

membership to descent groups subject to the payment of tribute. taxes and services to the 

authorities. The holders of rist land had a usufiuct right over the land, but could not sell, mortgage 

or exchange it in any way (Hoben, 1973; Dcssalegn, 1993; Bruce et al., 19(3). 

In the southern part of the country that was put under the political suzerainty of the central 

government at the end of the last century, the old traditional pol itical, economic and social systems 

had been dismantled and replaced by new systems imposed by northern state. Accordingly, the 

existing indigenous, largely communal, systems of tenure were abolished and the state bcc..11l1e the 

sole proprietor of all the land in the occupied areas. The largely "unoccupied" land was declared 

yemellgis/ mereJ (state land) and the qe/ad system I was introduced. The state granted large plots of 

land to men of influence and power, local notables and traditional leaders to reward their services 

and loyalty. Qelad land could also be bought and became private property. This process introduced 

in the occupied areas a new kind of tenure equivalent to free holding (Dessalegn, 1984; 1993; , 
McClellen, 1986). 

The state also allotted gebbar land or labour to the northerner soldiers and civil servants, usually 

known as neflegna, as maderiya land (in lieu of salary) with a number of indigenous people on it. 

The neflegna were entitled to exact tribute from the indigenous people both in kind and labour. In 

less densely populated areas where the indigenous population was too smal l to grant gebbar land, 

qe/ad land was granted as maderiya land. The holders of maderiya land either worked themselves 

lQe/ad is a term for a rope for measurement ofland which is ~bout 66-7 meter in length later on 
the term became synonymous with land measurement and allocatIon (McClellen, 1986). 
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or parcelled out the land for those who may work as tenants (sharecropping arrangement). The 

Ethiopian Orthodox Church was also granted large plots of land in various parts of the 

incorporated areas as semon land (Church land). 

The holders of maderiya and semol1lands., like that of ri,\·/land holders, had only a usufruct right, 

whi le the free holders had a right to sell, mortgage or exchange the plot of land as long as the 

government tax was paid. "In the south new settlers were generally faced with two types ofland to 

exploit . (I) Inhabited land already under cultivation, from which immediate benefit could be 

derived, and (2) underdeve1oped, generally pasture or forest . in the northem Ethiopian perception, 

underpopulated and underutilized" (McClellen., 1986: 176-80). The alienation of the indigenous 

people from the land and the appropriation of the land by the outsidcrs and somc local notables 

produced what was known as lIefteglla-gebbar (patron-client) system in the south. 

In addition to the two major fonns of tenure, there were a considerable number of fanners owning 

and operating small plots by themselves. However, their number and economic significance, 

compared with the rist holders and gebhar. were very limited (Bruce et al. \993). In the eastern, 

western and southwestem peripheral lowland areas, the social, political and economic 

developments at the end of the last century had brought little changes to the existing indigenous 

land tenure systems, and even after the incorporation, previous indigenous land tenure systems had 

more or less persisted. 

Among the Sidama, before the subjugation., there had been two types of land. The first one was 

called ulawa on which an individual member of the community had a private use right . The second 

type of land was called dawana. It was usually forest and pc(sture land, and utilized by all 

community members collectively. Both types of land belonged to the community and there was no 

land market. In time ofland shortage, a community might change a plot of daW{llIlI into IIIOWO and 

allocate it to individuals (Betana. 1993). Similarly, among the pastoralist Guji, land had been 

communal property of the society administrated by Glida authority. Thus, before the advent of the 

lIeftegna, communal ownership of land had been the sole land tenure system among the two 

societies. 

Al though the conquest ofSidamo, south of Lake Awassa, was initiated at the beginning of 1889 by 

one of Minilik's leading generals, Dejazmach Beshah Abaye, a full scale conquest was launched in 

188 1 by Dejazmach (later Ra.f) Li'ulseged. He subjugated all the Sidama and Guji dans one after 
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the other and controlled the whole territory (Berhanu, 1993). In Wondo Wosha. the prevalent 

conflict between the Arsi and Sidama/Guji and the pastoralist way of life of the surrounding people 

hindered agricultural settlement in the area well until the Italian pdriod. Thus, Wondo Wosha was 

regarded as ' unoccupied' land and declared yemcngist meret (State land). To grant land to 

institutions, members of military, civil servants and administration, the qe/lld system was introduced 

in Wondo Genet. The main executor of the qelad syslem was a loyal Wolayitan official named 

Ondo. With this, private ownership of land was introduced. Before 1975, different fonos of land 

tenure systems used to exist in Wondo Wosha. Based on their holding and status, il is possible 10 

divide the pre-I 975 landowners of Won do Wosha into three. 

The first group of landowners was high-ranking officials and notables, mainly members of the royal 

family. They neither resided in the area nor partook in production in anyway, but retained most of 

the ferti le land. Owing to the increasing importance of commercial agriculture. mainly cofi'ce 

production and the natural attraction of Won do Genet as a recreation centre, members of the royal 

family developed an interest in the area. Dispossessing most of the land granted 10 a certain ollicial, 

Dejazmach Amberber, they partitioned most of the land among themselves. Most of the Wondo 

Wosha land was owned by Princess Tenagnework Haile Sillasie, 1>rince Mekonene I-Iaile Sillasie, 

Princess Ayda Desta (grand daughter of the Emperor), Ras Andargachew Mesay (husband of 

Princess Ayda), Wlro Konjit Abent (widow of Ra\' Abebe Aregay and aunt of RaY Andargachew), 

The second group of landowners was those who owned private and rist land and were not 

members of the royal family. Their holdings were moderate in size. Some of them were living in the 

area and control, partly or fully, the production processes. Dejazmach Amberber (who had been 

holding most of the land before he was dispossessed by the state), his son Captain Dcmesse (the 

then director ofSidamo province), Ato Mekuria and his son Teka Mekuria and Girccmach Nadew 

Gebre Tsadiq belonged to this group. 

The third group of landowners was institutions. After laking mosl of the land from Dejazmach 

Ambcrber and declaring it state property, the Emperor granted some 16 g(L~JIO in Wotera Kechema 

KPA to the Ethiopian Orthodox Church as semon land (Churcb land). Si milarly, the Emperor 

granted some 10-14 gaYha to the philanthropic organization he established (Haile Sillasie I 

Foundation), which was later sold to the Norwegian Lutheran Mission and on which an Agriculture 

and Handicraft School was established. 



3.2 MODE OF ACCESS AND ECONOM1C UTILIZATION OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Before the 1975 land reform. there were two major types of modes of land access in Wando 

Washa. These were tenancy and contract (concession) exercised by individuaJ fanners and by 

entrepreneurs (often foreigners), respectively. Tenancy was a kind of sharecropping arrangement in 

which a peasant obtained arable land from a landlord and in relurn gave a portion of the produce 

and labour service to the landowner. Tenancy was widely common in Wando Washa before \975. 

There were two types of tenancy arrangements. The first and common type of arrangement was 

called siso, (one-third) in which the tenant handed over one-third orhis produce and gave labour 

service to the landlord. The other kind of tenancy arrangement was in the form of fixed rcnt, which 

was locally known as yekelema demb ("urban tradition"), in which the tenant would pay a fixed 

amount of rent in cash to the landowner annually. The sio5o arrangement was made by poor fanners 

who could not afford to pay in cash while better-off individuals made arrangcments of fixed rent. 

The amount of the rent in early 1970's was said to be about 20 birrpcr gmha annually. Most ofthc 

tenants in siso terms produced cereals while those in fixed rent produce cash crops as well. 

Contract or concession was the second type of mode of access to land and rclated natural 

resources. It was typically made by foreign entrepreneurs for commercial agriculture and agro­

industries in fert ile and inigatabale land. Accordingly, Soyama became the focus of the 

entrepreneurs. They were engaged in agricultural and agro-industrial operations. In the agricultural 

sector, coffee was the sole cash crop produced. Coffee had already became the major cxpon itcm 

in the national economy as early as the first decades of the 20111 century, and thcre were a number of 

expatriates engaged in coffee busi~ess. Especially after the implemcntation of thc qe/ad systcm, 

coffee from Sidamo province to the centre had greatly increased in volume. In the post- Italian 

period, the volume of coffee trade in the south expanded funher. While the state was trying to 

attract the direction of the coffee trade towards the centre, equally the number of foreign traders 

and companies engaged in coffee trade also increased (McClellen, 1984; Berhanu, 1993). 

Therefore, it is believed that the entrepreneurs in Wando Wosha \.II1.':rc motivated by the rewards of 

coffee production and business. 

Accordingly. a number of foreigners, mostly Italians, began coffee production in Wondo Wosha. 

The availability of privately owned suitable land accessible in contract, and the relatively better 
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infrastructure of Wondo Wosha made the introduction of commercial cofi(!C production possible, 

The first to initiate it was a British physician named Dr. Thomson who was affiliated with the 

Kuyera based Sudan Interior Mission. Initially he had established a water propelled grinding mill on 

Wosha stream, later he undertook a large coffee plantation in Soyama. Then later. Mr OUonclli, Mr 

Qlibetto (Italians), Justin Van Billon and his brother (Belgians), Dr. Mulat (an Ethiopian) had been 
engaged in coffee development. 

In the agro-industry sector, there were two major operations. The ~first one was a sawmill run by a 

certain Ita1ian named Mr Vmcenso Pettinelli . The mill had been established in Soyan18 as a branch 

or the Shashemene Giggessa and Sole Sawmills just after Italian period by an Italian concessionaire, 

Mario Rappeui. When Mr Rappelti failed to continue the operation, Mr Pctlinelli took the 

concession of the mills including the Wondo Wosha sawmill and Malge Wondo Tomato Canning 

factory. Later on, he made a contract with Princess Tenagnework Haile Sillasie to supply logs to 

the Wondo Genet and Shashemene mills from her privately owned forest land at Wondo Genet. 

The Wondo Genet forest had supplied the mill with logs until it was closed due to the exhaustion of 

the accessible forest in 1%9 (Zerihun, 1988). 

The other agro-industrial venture was the production of essential oils. It was fi rst initiated by Mr 

Justin Van Bilion (a Belgian) along with coffee plantation, But latcr, for unknown reason, he 

dropped it and it was taken by a French businessman, Mr Hard. He took a large plot of land in 

contract for cultivating the plants used to produce the oils and to establi sh a compound for 

distillation. 

The possibility of acquiring fannland for small-scale household and commercial fanning, and the 

increasing job opportunities in the newly opened fanns and industries attracted large numbers of 

people from different directions. In addition to the existing population the arrival of new people 

rapidly increased the population ofWondo Wosha. 

3.3 POPULATION SETILEMENT 

As explained earlier, there are eight ethnic groups in Wondo Wosha. Based on their period of 

settlement in the area, it is possible to divide them in two categories. The first group constitutes 

those who settled in the area relatively earlier and claim to be indigenous to Wondo Genet. The 

Sidama and Guji comprise this group. The second group is those who migrated and seuled in the 

area relatively recently. These are the Wolayita, Hadiya, Kembata, Amhara and Gurage. The case 
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of the Arsi Oromo is a little bit different and they share some of the features of the two groups. The 

Arsi have been in the Rift Valley area for long period of time. Most of the rural populal ion of 

Shashemene are Arsi Oromo and they had been settled in the northern boundary of Wondo Genet 

for a long time. However, in spite of the geographical proximity of Wondo Wosha to arsi 

settlement areas, the animosity between the SidamalGuji and the Arsi, hindered significant Arsi 

settlement in Wondo Wosha until few decades ago. It is after the Italian period that the Arsi began 
• 

to settle beyond Gotu area. The Arsi settlement in this direction was expanding and at present the 

population of Gotu Onoma are predominantly Arsi.. 

3.3.1 Early Settle" 

Even if the Sidama and Guji are the two numerically superior ethnic groups in the area, there is little 

historical evidences about their settlement in Wondo Genet in particular and their ct hnogcnesis in 

general. As to the Sidama, they occupy most of the Sidama Zone ofSNNPR that is situated south 

of Lake Awassa and north of Lake Abaya. They are predominantly agricultu ralist with significant 

number of herds. Ellsel (false banana) is the major crop they produce. The Sidama are divided into 

13 clans that trace their origins from two different ancestors. The Malge, Yanesse, Shabadino, 

Assarado, Hallo, Harbegona. Gabrieho and Hadicho claim Bushe as their ancestor, while the 

Sawola. Qewena, Aleta. Hawela and Harbe trace their origin from Maldiya (Hamer, 1966: 

Braukamper, I 977). 

The limited historical materials on the Sidama offer little and, even inconsistent, infonnation about 

the origin and ethnogenesis of the Sidama. Various scholars suggested different places as the 

original localities of the Sidama. One of the leading scholars on the history of the Sidama, John 

Hamer based on the tradition he collected from one of his infomlant, suggested two different , 
localities for the two different ancestors of the Sidama. Bushe and Maldiya. He suggested Ankober 

(North Shewa) as the original locality of Bushe and Gurage (east of Lake Ziway), or Tigre for 

Maldiya. Later, he asserts., the two founding fathers joined together and descended southward to 

Dawa river, and during the period of Dromo expansion of the 16
1h 

century they made a northward 

expansion to occupy their current territory (Hamer, 1970; 1987). Eike Haberland, on the other 

hand, limited the original territory of the Sidama around Garamba plateau, east of their present 

territory, and presumed that they made a westward expansion 10 their presently occupied regions 

after the 16· century (Haberland, 1963). 
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Ulrich Braukamper also indicatoo that the ethno . f . 
genests 0 the Sldama was a phenomenon of the 

16" century. He argues that until the Ahmad Gran War, the Rift Valley had been occupied by 

various Muslim principalities under the political suzerainty of the central Christian empire and the 

process of the ethnogenesis of the Sidama was completed about 1650's. Therefore, he concluded. 

Mlhe true Sidama did not enter history as an ethnic group before~the 16'" century" (Braukampcr, 
1977:4). 

Sidama writer, Betana Woteso. strongly opposes the idea of two separate originallocaIities for the 

two Sidama ancestors and limiting the period of the Sidama ethnogenesis to the 16V, century. He 

claims that the Sidama had been a full-fledged, well-developed ethnic group far before the 16rJ-. 

century, even to the Axumite period. He attributed the eastern or southeastern parts of the current 

Sidama tenitory as their single original loca1ity (Betana, 199 1). 

In his historical study of the Sidama and Alabdu Guji Oromo, Berhanu critically reviewed the above 

mentioned and other literature and concluded that; "it is difficult to decide the exact locality of the 

origina1 Sidama homeland .... The Sidama traditions preponderantly locate to the northeast and east 

of their present territory. But, they do not indicate the exact locality of this homeland" (1 993 : 13). 

In spite of the differences on the originalloca1ities and period ofSKJama ethnogenesis, there seems 

to be a consensus among the various sources and traditions that the Sidama had been located in the 

eastern parts of their present territory at the 16th century. Berhanu concluded that , "whatever their 

exact origin might have been, at the beginning of the Oromo expansion, the Sidama are known to 

have occupied the eastern part of their territory around the Garamba plateau in the upper Ganale 

river" (Berhanu, 1993:13). From there, they made gradual, but steady, expansion mainly in the 

western and northwestern direction to reach Lake Awassa. 

It is not exactly clear whether Wondo Genet had been pan of the Sidama territory at the 16111 

century or was incorporated in the later period expansion. However, viewing the geographical 

location and the distance between Wondo Genet and the then Sidama territory. Wondo Genet 

might not been occupied by the Sidama before their northward expansion. It seems that the Sidama 

arrived in Wondo Genet and occupied the southern and southeastern parts of the area in the later 

period of northward expansion which reached Lake Awassa. Some informants indicate that the 

larger part of Wondo Genet had been called Malge Wondo, after }he name of onc the 13 Sidama 

clans before it was renamed as Wondo Genet. It is evident that the Sidama had inhabited the south , 
and southeastern highland parts of Wondo Genet before thcir northward expansion to reach 
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Wondo Wosha. However, the expansion in this direction had been discouraged by the conflict with 

the Arsi, and settlement in Wando Wosha was relatively recent and gradual 

Similarly, the information on the ethnogenesis of the Guji as a whole and their settlement in Wondo 

Genet is limited. The Guj i are part of the Oromo people living ill parts of present Sidama and 

Gedeo Zones ofSNNPR and Borena Zone ofOramiya Region. SOJ1le Guji remnants are also living 

in Nonh Orno Zone beyond Lake Abaya. There are considerable numbers ofGuji in Wondo Genet . 

The Guji are divided into seven clans that are categorized into nonhern and southern 

confederations. The northern confederation constitutes the Halla, Wasilu, Otu and Sheila, while the 

southern confederation comprises the Uraga, Mati and Hoku clans. 

Different traditions collected by various writers indicate different localities as the cradle of the Guj i. 

One of them suggests the area around the present town of Adola or Kibremengist as the centre of 

the Guji ancestor, Gujo, and from where his decedents spread into different directions and finally 

settled in their present territories and established the various clans (Duba, 1987; Tadecha, 1988). 

On the other hand, Haberland attributed two separate original territories for the nonhem and 

southern Guji clans. He indicated "the area between the Lake Awassa and Langano, which 

incorporates the regions around Leppisi river, Mount Diro and the town of Shashcmene for the 

northern Guji and Kuyera", while the Harr~ilja area for the southern Guj i (Haberland, 1963 : 175-

76 in Berhanu, 1993:3). , 

Likewise, the oral traditions collected by Berhanu claim the presence of the Guji and Borena 

Oromo in the Rift Valley which is now inhabited by Arsi Oromo,. At or before the Dromo 

migration in the 16U. century, they advanced to the south by following the footsteps of the Borena 

"whom they regard as their elder brothers" (Berhanu, 1993:4). In his analysis of the various 

suggestions of the original locality of the Guji, Berhanu rejected the idea of two separate original 

localities for the northern and southern Guji clans. He argued that the oral traditions of Guji, Arsi 

and Sidama strongly support the presence of the Guji in the central Rift Valley before the 16
th 

century and their afterward advance to the south. To support his argument , Berhanu presented the 

Arsi and Sidama traditions. The Arsi tradition stresses that before the coming of the Arsi to their 

present territory in the Rift Valley, the area had been occupied by the Guji and I-Iadiya pastoralists. 

Likewise, the Sidama acknowledge that the area nonh of Lake Awassa had been the centre of Guji 

before their advent into the area (Berhanu, 1993 :6). 

, 
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The southward expansion of the Guji from their original territory in the Rift Valley is attributed to 

the military pressure of the Christian kingdom and Arsi Oromo. In fact, the advent of the Arsi to the 

Rift Vally is regarded as the major factor not only for the Guji expansion into much of the prescnt 

Sidama territory, but also for initiating "the western expansion of the Sidama from the upper 

Ganale river, which probably marked the first encountered between the Guji and Sidnmo" 
(Berhanu, \993:8). ' 

The tradition collected in the field corresponds with Berhanu's conclusion. It states thai the Rifi 

Valley area around Leppisi River was the original homeland of the Guji ancestor, Gujo. As to the 

southward advance and settlement in Wondo Genet and further deep in south, the tradition stales 

that, for unexplained reasons the sons of Gujo advanced from the area around Lcppisi River 

southward and the eldest son had settled in a hilly place in Wando Genet called Qulloa. The 

younger brothers had gone further to south in the present territory of the Sidama. They founded the 

different Guji clans, but all of them had one qallIJ. Later, the expansion of the Sidama from the cast 

pushed them further south into their present territory. Consequently, the Guji in Wondo Genet 

were detached from their brothers. According to this tradition, the Guj i claim to be the first 

inhabitants not only of Won do Genet but also parts of the present Sidama territories around Lake 

Awassa which they called it Adare. 

Haberland also indicated various sites serving as Guji political and t eligious centres along the route 

from the Rift Valley to the present Guji territory. He pointed the village of Malge Wondo, east of 

Lake Awassa, as the fi rst site. Moreover, the Guji tradition indicates the vi llage as a place where the 

first Guji qal/u, known as Labata, descended from the sky (Haberland, 1966 in Berhanu. 1993). 

Therefore historical materials and traditions support the assumption that the Guji had been in , 
Wondo Genet for centuries and their settlement in the area had been prior to their southward 

advance. 

3.3.2 Late Settlers 

Migration is one of the factors that increase population density. In Ethiopia, inter regional 

movements of people and ruraJ spontaneous settlement were common experience of the long 

h· f h t Wood indicated the operation of two dynamic forces in generating IStOry 0 t e coun ry. 
. . aI I and spontaneous agn'cultural resettlement in the period from \950's to mterregJon movemen . 
\970's in Ethiopia. The first dynamic force was population growth. In the absence of possible 

. . f h I wns 10 absorb the increasing population and with the limited degree of econoll1lc capacity 0 te o 
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agricultural intensification, migration and spontaneous settlement to other rural areas were the main 

responses to increasing population pressure (Wood, 1977, 1982). 

The introduction and expansion of commercial agriculture and the related development of money 

economy were the second driving forces behind spontaneous agricultural settlement in the period. 

Moreover, the high price for grains, development of communication (mainly roads), increased 

knowledge about the diseases that previously hindered settlement and the eviction of fannCfs to 

give way for large sca1e commercial agriculture facilitated migration and spontancous rural 
settlement (Wood, 1977; 1989). 

The present population pressure and ethnic heterogeneity of Wa ndo Genet are the result s of 

migration of people from other areas. Apart from the early settler groups mentioned above, the 

Kembata, Hadiya, Wolayita, Amhara and Gurage had come and settled in the area recently. The 

land grant to notables as private property and risf, and to Orthodo; Church as .remolliand and the 

consequent opportunity for landless people to acquire fannland as c/Jiseg"a, attracted large 

numbers of people to Wondo Wosha. The Amhara were the fi rst to arrive at Wondo Genet soon 

after the incorporation of the area by Minilik's force. More Amhara arrived later in search of arable 

land and settled in Wondo Wosha. 

The Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita migrated to Wondo Genet for economic reasons. Their 

homelands are known for high population pressure and subsequent land shortage. The 1984 

population census revea1ed that the former Kembata and Hadiya Awrcya was the most densely 

populated region in the country with 239.2 person&' sq .km. Wolayi ta Awraja was the second with 

216.9 person&' sq.km. (CSO, 1984). To overcome the problem of agricultural land scarcity, the 

people of these regions developed a number of adaptive strategies. Agricult ural intensification and 

seasonal and permanent migrations are among the major coping strategies adopted. Yibcltal 

remarked that, "the seasonal migration by many young Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita peasants to , 
the cotton and sugar cane schemes in the Rift Valley and the coffee plantations in west Ethiopia, as 

well as great emphasis on coffee production for cash in home areas had become important adaptive 

strategies by the 1970's" (Yibelta1: 1992:6-7). The availabili ty of privatcly owned land atlractcd the 

land.hungry peoples of these areas to Wondo Wosha to fann as c!Jisegno. 

The introduction and expansion of commercial agriculture in Wondo Wosha and neighbouring 

Woredas also attracted large numbers of people from various areas. The town of Shashcmene was 
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serving as a rendezvous for these migrant labourers. Plantations in Awassa, Siraro and Arsi egcle 
were using migrant labour forces hired from S'·· ' _·_- B ' . . . ·~ItOIIIt:lIe. entl, descnbmg the arbitrary system of 
recruitment wrote, "when the need ['or ).,_ .. _] he ' . . • 1~ QUVU.LQ:'; arose t lanners or their agents would dnve 

around the town [of Shashemene] calling ' coolie! coolie!' and they would find a large number of 

migrant labourers competing fo r recruitment and to get into the tracks" (Bemi, 1988:73). He 

indicated that, partly because of the proximity of their home areas., the majority of the migrant 

labourers were Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita. 

Similarly, the coffee plantations and the agro-industries of Wando Wosha had brought in many 

Kembata. Hadiya and Wolayita as daily labourers to the area. They were engaged in land clearing. 

fann preparation, canal cleaning. coffee planting and the like. This group of migrants, unlike the 

chisegnCl, were largely seasonal migrants and had fiffil attachments to their home areas. 
, 

Ethnic networks played key roles in promoting migration and settlement in Wondo Wosha. The 

first successful Kembata and Hadiya brought others from their home areas and provided them with 

shelter. Some bener-off migrants who secured more land on fixed rent tenns used to hire their 

fellow ethnic group members as farm labourer. One of my key infonnants, Ato Tirkasso, is said to 

be among the first arrivals, and later sponsored many Kembata and Hadiya from their home area. 

Ato Tirkasso is a Hadiya by ethnic group and was born in the fOffiler Kembata and !-Iadiya Awrajo, 

of Hosaiena. As a teenager he came to Addis Ababa and served as a domestic servant in a family of 

a fo reign medical doctor at Fill Wuha Hospital After serving the doctor for some years, 

considering his school age, the doctor sent him to Akaki school in 1948/49. When the doctor len 

for his country after three years, he made the necessary arrangement for young Tirkasso to continue 

his education at Kuyera school run by the Seventh Day Adventist Mission. However, by the time he 

arrived in Kuyera, one term had aJready elapsed and he was told to come at the beginning of the 

next year. In the meantime he met Dr Thomson, the head of the Kuyera !-IospitaJ under 

construction, and got a chance to be trained as dresser. I 

Besides the medical training. he used to come to Wondo Wosha weekly to grind leff for the 

patients in the HospitaJ at the mill established by Dr Thomson. After completing his training, he was 

assigned in Wondo Wosha to work both as a medical officer and head operator of the mill. Along 

with his regular duties, he initiated private farming by taking one ga\ho from Captain Demcssc's 

private land on a fixed rent term. He brought some Hadiya and Kembata to work as labourers in his 

faffil . Later, he added other plots from the private propeny of Princess Ayda Dcsta and Ato Teka 
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Mekuria. Consequently. he brought more labourers, including Wolayita. He al so encouraged 

people from his home area to come to Wando Wosha and farm as tenants. Later, following those 

who came first, more migrants began to anive in search of land and . b . . Tod 

Tirkasso is one of the senior respected members of the community, 
JO opponunlllcs. ay 

The Gurage were the last to anive to Wando Wosha. They were few in number before the land 

refonn. They came to the area both as labourers and businessmen. Yet the population of Gurage 
engaged in agriculture was limited. ' 

3.4 INTER-ETHNIC RELATIONS IN PRE-1975 PERIOD 

Until the spontaneous settlement of other ethnic groups' members in Wando Wosha, the area had 

been sparsely populated. Ethnic interactions were mainly limited among the Sidama, Arsi and Guji . 

The type of the relations among them varied from bitter hostility, marked by violence and war, to 

symbiotic relationship strengthened by maniage alliance. 

The relationship between the Arsi and Sidama had been characterized by hostility, war and raids 

since the period of their encounter. The two groups share long boundaries along the borders 

between Sidama and ArsilShewa regions including Wondo Wosha. In fact, among the Oromo the 

term Sidama was used to designate non-Oromo people and to mean stranger or enemy 

(Braukamper, 1977; Hamer, 1966). 

The crucial factor for the hostile relations between the Sidama and Arsi was economic. There were 

rrequent clashes between them over pasture and water in Wosha area. Cattle raids were common. 

Apart from the economic reasons, cultural factors also exasperated the conflict The fimlly 

establ ished tradition of masculinity expressed in killing an enemy man had intensified the animosity. 

Thus, hostility and absence of settlement in each other's territory had marked the relation between 

the Sidama and Arsi in Wondo Wosha. 

The relations between the Arsi and Guji was also characterized by conflict and war. The two 

groups belong to the larger Oromo ethnic group, speak the same language and share a number of 

cultural traits. The Guji traditions collected in the field suggest a genealogical relationship with the 

Arsi and attribute the hostility to historical incidents that happened between the founders of the two 

groups. It assens that the founders of the two groups, Gujo and Arsi, were hal f-brothers from 

different mothers. One day, the two mothers quarrelled and fought and their respective sons, 

, 
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including the later founding fathers, J'oined in support f th .. . o CIT respective mothers. In the fightmg. 
sons from both sides were killed by their respectt·ve half b th Th he . . ro ers. e two mot rs, consequently, 
left for therr respective fathers' home with the remaining sons ·,ncl d· G· d A . S· I , J,I Ing uJo an rSI. UlCC t len 
enmity developed between the two groups and they began to k·11 h h h . 

I eac 0 1 er to avenge t Clf 

brothers blood. 

However, competition for economic resources seems to be the major factor for the confl icting 

relation between the Arsi and Guji. Both groups had been leading a similar life style as pasloraiisls 

with little subsistence farming. Wando Wosha had been their seasonal source of pasture and water 

for their cattle. The competition for these valuable resources led them into connict. Moreover, the 

positive relationship of the Guji with the belligerent enemy of the Arsi, the Sidama, made the 

relation between the Arsi and Guji more tense. to spite of the unfriendly relationship, however, 

there were more interactions between Arsi and Guji than the Sidama and Arsi . Cultural and 

linguistic similarity had promoted the interactions. There were exchanges of women, especially 

among those living in border areas. 

The Sidama-Guji relationship in Wondo Genet was very different from the relationship of the two , 
groups in the south. Their relation in the Sidama hinterland was characterized by bitter hostility and 

war since their first encounter. Economic factors, mainly the expansion of the Sidama into the 

domain of the Guji in search of resources, were considered as the initiaJ and major causes of the 

hostile relationship that had persisted until the beginning of 1940's. The political, sociaJ and 

economic developments of the Post-War period, however, reduced the hostil ity in favour of mutual 

understanding and cordial relationship between them (Berhanu, \993). 

In Wondo Genet, however, the relationship between the Sidama and Guji had been peaceful and 

based on mutual benefit since their initial contact. It is believed that contact between the two 

groups had started with the northward expansion of the Sidama to Wondo Genet from the highland 

areas. They developed a relation based on reciprocity in which the agriculturalist Sidama were 

supplying the Guji with agricultural products, mainly qoci1Q, while receiving dairy products from 

the pastoralist Guji. The were increasing interactions resulted in cultural integration and assi milation 

of the Guji with the Sidama. In some KPAs in the southern and southwestern parts of Wondo 

Genet, such as Yuba, Arama and Edi, most of the Guji are highly~ assimilated into Sidama culture 

and some of them speak only Sidama language. The high degree of interactions also allowed 

extensive maniage alliance between them. The Guji tradition attributes the positive relationship 
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between the Sidama and Guji to the genealogical relationship with one of the Sidama clan, Malge, 

and the marriage alliance with the remaining Sidama clans. 

Generally until the 1975 revolution, the Sidama-Arsi and Guji-Arsi relationships were characterized 

by competition, conflict and war, while the Sidama-Guji relation was more cordial and strengthened 

by their alliance against their common enemy, the Arsi. However, the degree of animosity between 

Arsi on the one hand and Sidama and Guji on the other was decreasing with the expansion of 

increasing settled way of life and the decl.ine of some of traditional values that instigated homicide. 

On the other hand, contact between the early settler and latecomer groups was began with the 

settlement of the latter in Wondo Wosha. In spite of the physical proximity, initially there was 

limited social interactions. Most of the Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita had been seasonalllligrants. 

Cultural, social and linguistic barriers did not allow meaningful interaction between them. The 

relative abundance of natural resources, clearly defined access rules and difference in way of life and 

economic occupation hidered the development of competitive feeling and threat betwccn the two 

groups. lack of items for exchange. 

As the number of the latecomers increased and scarcity of resources became apparent, the early 

settlers began to see the latecomers, mainly the Kembata, Hadiya and WoJayita, in suspicion. The 

1975 land Refonn profoundly changed the interethnic relations with the changes in the rural social 

organization, access rules and status of the late settler groups. , 

, 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

LAND TENURE, ACCESS RULES, RESOURCE 

SCARCITY AND ETHNIC RELA nONS DURING THE DERG PERIOD. 

4.1 THE 1975 LAND RERORM AND CHANGES IN INTERETHNIC RELATIONS 

The 1975 land reform is a major landmark in the history of the land tenure systems in Ethiopia. The 

reform nationalized all the rural land and abolished any form of private ownership of land by 

individuals or institutions. Land became 'public property of th; masses' and all fanners were 

granted ' equal' usufiuctuary rights to arable land and related natural resources. Large-scale f.lnns 

were confiscated and turned into state or cooperative farms or parcelled out and given to individual 

fanners. The reform also eliminated outsiders, mostly northerners, who controlled the land and, 

consequently, changed the former socio-economic relations based on gehbar system with the 

obligations the peasant owe to landholders (Dessalegn, 1984). 

The reform proclamation allowed for the establishment of a Peasant Association in an area of 800 

hectares, called Kebelle Peasant Association (KPA). The KPAs were responsible essentially for 

administrating the land, enforcing law and order and tax collection in the Kehelle which had been 

executed by chiqa shum (low ranking rural resident official) and other overlapping oflices in the 

past. The KPAs were empowered to establish judicial tribunals and defence squads to arbitrate and 

enforce the decisions of the tribunal and KPA leadership. Therefore, the 1975 land refOntl had 

drastically changed the political, social, economic and admin~tratjve structure of the rural 

community. Membership to KP A became the only fonnal way of having access to arabic land 

(DessaJegn, 1984; 1993). 

Just like in other area, the reform abolished the previous land tenure systems, including all fOnTIS of 

private land ownership, and proclaimed equal access of usufiuctuary right to all fanners in Wando 

Wosha. The area was divided into four KPAs. each being, at least in principle, 20 gm-ha. Initial land 

distribution was held by the respective KPAS leadership with the assistance of the Zemachoch 

(campaigners of Development Through Cooperation). Family size was taken as the major criterion 

for the size of land allocated for each household. Most of the chisegna were given the plots they 

were operating before the refonn. New claimants and the agricultural labourers were given the land 

operated by entrepreneurs and rist holders. 

, 
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The initial size of farmlands given to each household varied across KPAs with the smallcst in 

Wosha Soyarna (less than one hectare) and the largest in Gotu Onoma (up to two hectares). In fact, 

since the number of people in the area was limited, there was no serious land shonage at the time. 

Later, the land held by the Norwegian Mission was distributed to new land claimants and land. 

hungry fanners in the four KPAs. However, the Government later transferred this land to the 

Wondo Genet Agriculture and Livestock Development Enterprise .• 

The dominant feature of ethnic relationships in Wondo Wosha immediately after 1975 was the 

antagonistic relation between the Arsi Oromo and Sidama. With the collapse or the old political 

system, the traditional conflict between the two groups relapsed. The Wando Wosha area was one 

or the fronts where anned confrontation took place. Later, as the new Government expanded its 

administrative control and with the dissemination of the revolutionary sentiment that attributed the 

causes of the conflict to the "shrewd machinery of the counter-revolut ionary rorces", the conflict 

gradually subsided. 

The land refonn, on the other hand, had profoundly changed the relationship between the early and 

late settlers. The new access rule changed the settlement pattern and economic status or the 

latecomers. The previously chisegna and, more importantly. labourers became small peasant 

producers settling permanent in Wondo Wosha. Membership to KPAs and similarity or economic , 
occupation and status brought the various previously aloof groups into close contact. 

Consequently, suspicion and avoidance characterized the relation between the two groups, 

especially after the gradual increase of the latecomers in number. The latecomers, primary the 

Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita, were regarded as unwelcome ' intruders' by the early settlers, 

mai nly by the Sidama. In the irntialland distribution the early settlers objected to the idea that the 

latecomers could be KPA members and acquire farmlands. The latecomers, especially the 

agricultural labourers, were labelled as 'herary' (f1ayers) implying that they were not pennanent 

residents of the area. These people had came largely as daily labourers less than a decade before 

and most of them retained strong attachments to their home areas. Thus, the people who 

considered themselves as ' indigenous' to Wondo Wosha could not tolerate the idea of allowing 

' intruders' to own land with equal status. 

In spite of the opposition of the early settler groups, the existence of seemingly sufficient land ror all 

groups at that time, and partly with the influence of the Zemachoch, the Kembata, I-Iadiya and 

Wolayita were given farm1ands and became KPA members. The ~idama were in the rorerront of 
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the opposition because they constituted the Iarg . f . est portIon 0 the population of the area and 

regarded Wando Genet as Sidama lanet. Moreover. the increasing population of the latecomers 
created a feeling of threat against the Sidama. 

Generally speaking. the relations between the early and the late je:ttlers., mainly the Sidama and 

KembatalHadiya during the lim few years of the revolution (1975-79/80) were characterized by 

mistrust and aversion. As the fonner fann labourers became settled members of KI) As and claimed 

equal access rights to resources, the early settlers developed a feeling of economic threat and 

psychologica1 insecurity. With the existing socio-political condition, the power balance was in 

favour of the early settlers. Since the Govenunent did not yet stretch its political influence down to 

the KP A level and stiffened its grip on rural land and people, KPA leaders were elected in 

democratic ways. The people exercised their power to put individuals they needed in office. 

Consequently, the early settlers with the support of their allies, the Amhara, succeeded to control 

KPA leadership using their numerical superiority. The latecomers were refrained from being 

involved in any action that might adversely affect the early settlers in any way. They were also kept 

out from KPA offices. The development of negative attitudes towards each other and the need to 

ensure their security led the latecomers to strengthen their ethnic solidarity. They later exploited the 

political and economic policies of the Derg to reverse the threats imposed on them and to change 

the balance of power. 

4.2 FACfORS THAT INTENSIFIED RESOURCE SCARCITY 

As correctly argued by Mitchell (1991), besides population growth, diminishing of natural 

resources initiated by political, economic and environmental factors causes population pressure 

which, in tum, aggravates scarcity of resources and the competition for resources. In Ethiopia, 

although the 1975 land reform entitled every farmer to a righl of holding fannland, il lacked the 

necessary legal frameworks to ascertain farmers right over their holdings. The refonn gave the state 

a strong hold on rural land and a potential to displace farmers for various reasons. Rural land was 

also subject to periodic redistribution to accommodate new claimants. This factor resulted in a high 

degree of tenure insecurity expressed in displacement and dispossession of farmers, which Bruce 

and his colleagues censured as "the most damaging aspect of the reform" (Bruce et aI., 1993:2). 

In Wondo Wosha. besides population growth. the Government's decision to reopen some of the 

former organizations, forest project and the implementation ot socialist agrarian policy had 

cd I d . Th processes had initiated frequent land redistributions, in which many aggravat an scarcity. ese 
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fanners either lost part of their holdin 
gs or were made absolutely landless. Although the problem 

was common to all four KP As it was . 
. . ,more pronounced In Wosha Soyama, whcrc most of the 

orgaruzatlOns are located. 

It is possible to categorize the factors that ~A.J •. caux;u resource scarCity, chlcfly land shonage, in the 
area into two. The first factor comprises '. d . orgaruzatlons an the statc forest proJcct that hold vast 
land and, consequently. reduced the size of arable land available to the fanners as a whole. The 

second set of factors are the Government's agrarian policy which generated disparity of holdings 
among the fanners. , 

4.2.1. Organizations that Reduced the Size of Farmers' arable Land 

A. The Essential Oils Research Centre 

The Wondo Genet Essential Oils Research Centre is one of the governmental organi711tions that 

competes for available natural resources in the area. It is located in Wosha Soyama KPA. It was 

first established in 196112 by a Belgian named Mr Justin Van Billon who had been engaged in a 

coffee farm as well. Later, it was taken by another foreigner, Mr Hard (French). Thc availability of 

privately owned fertile land, the rich water resource, the relatively better road and the geographical 

closeness of the area to Addis Ababa, where the market was supposed to be, facilitated the 

establishment of the scheme in Wondo Genet. Some labourers, mainly Kembala, I-Iadiya and 

Wolayita, were hired to work in the farm and in distillation section. Before the schcme began to 

produce at its full capacity, the 1975 land refonn nationalized the land and, consequclltly, thc , 
scheme was tenninated. The fannland occupied by the industry was di stributed to fanners including 

those who were working as labourer in the farm. The compound, including the distiller and other 

equipments, remained idle until it was reopened after a decade. 

Stressing the importance of the industry for the national economy, and partly with the repeated 

insistence of one of the fonner worker, in 1985/86 it was reopened as Wando Genet Essential Oils 

Production Project under the then National Chemical Corporation (SHWAO). With the closure of 

the National Chemical Corporation, the project was put under the Ministry of Industry and turned 

into a research Centre. The Wosha Soyama KPA handed over 80 hectares of land around the 

compound in the most productive part of the kebelle by displacing about SO houscholds. Of the 

displaced fanners, 21 households remained landless at least until 1990, while most of the others 

were relocated in marginal lands. The project also affected the neighbouring KPAs, which handed 

, 
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over land to Wosha Soyama to acconunodate the furmers displaced by the project. 

B. Wondo Genet eoUage of Forestry 
, 

The Wando Genet College of Forestry was established in 1977 in a compound sct up by a 

Norwegian Lutheran Mission as an AgricuJtura1 and Handicraft School before the revolut ion. The 

Mission had bought the land from Haile Sillasie I Foundation, which had been granted it by the 

Emperor. When the Mission left Wando Genet in 1975, the compound, with the materials and 

buildings, was put under the Qlstody of the Ministry of Agriculture, while most of the fannlands 

were distributed to landless and land-hungry farmers from the four KPAs. When it was soon 

reopened as Wando Genet Agricultural and Livestock Enterprise under the National LivC5tock 

Development Enterprise, the KPAs were ordered to take back all the farmers settled in the ramleT 

Mjssion fannland to their respective kebelles, where they were given farmlands by redistribution. In 

1977 the compound (including the farmJand) was turned into a Forest Institute under the Ministry 

of Agriculture, Forest and Wild Life Conservation and Development Authority, to train foresters at 

a diploma level. 

In 1987 the Institute had owned around 540 hectares of land in a11d around the campus, of which 

land, 370 hectares (58.5% of the total land) was forest and steep slopes, while 16 hectares (2 .<1'10) 

was residential area and the remaining 154 hectares (28.5%) was farmland (Erikson and Stem, 

1987). Later, the College acquired additional forest land for a demonstration site from the forest 

land held by the State Forest Development Project. In the fannland the College produces cereals 

such as maize, teJl and wheat. It also has a coffee fann, bee section and dairy fanlls. It uses the weir 

constructed by the Norwegian Mission for irrigation. The current holdings of the College are 

estimated to be 16 gasha (640 hectares), of which about one founh is fannland. 

C. Wondo Genet Wabi Shebelle Resort Botel 

I R H tel ' located in Wosha Soyama KPA It was fi rst Wondo Genet Wabi Shebel e esort 0 IS 

constructed as a country house for members of the royal family to stay in when they came to 

Wondo Genet for recreation (thUS, it is still called bete mellgist- Royal Palace). After the revolution, 

h Pal .. 'all t under the National Resource Development Enterpri se. Later, 
t e ace was lrull y pu 

'd ' h d d <acl'lities (building, road hotel equipment, swimming pool etc.), and the conSI enng t e rea yma e 1, ' 
natural tourist attractions of Won do Genet, it was turned into a reson hotel . 
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In the new reorganization of state hote1s, the Wando Genet HOlel was put under Wabi Shcbcllc 

Hotels Administration Enterprise With the '""'~ua1 ,·ncrease of .. , h ci I ··· cd . 6'QU VlSI Ors, t C rote 100tl3t · an 

upgrading project in 1984. The project included construction of additional guest rooms, restaurant 

and bar, swimming pool and, more importantly, developing a large garden and woodlot around the 

HoteL To make the project feasible, the Hotel required an additional 42 hectares ofland in the 1110S1 

productive parts of the kehelle, near the source of the irrigation water. The Govemment issued an 

order to the concerned parties, including the Wosha Soyama KPA, to hand over the land to the 

hotel by relocating the people on it to other areas. The Hotel was~instructed to pay compensation 

for the houses and perennial crops of the fanners. 

Accordingly, in 1985 the houses and perennial crops of 33 fanners were estimated by experts at a 

total of birr 26,422.10. In spite of their fierce resistance, 15 farmers were forced to take 

compensation and settled in other, mostly marshy, lands. The remaining 18 fanners declined to 

leave their houses and fannlands on the pretext of the smallness of the compensation for their 

properties. The KPA was also reluctant to enforce the order partly due to the acute land sh0l1age 

to relocate the fanners. Some of these fanners had been displaced more than once by other factors 

(ppe, state forest project, and villagization) before they finally settled in the land now demanded by 

the Hotel. Later, as the Hotel failed to protect the land to which it paid compensat ion, additional 

farmers displaced by villagization, ppe and state forest project began to reside on it. 

[n late 1980's and [990, encouraged by the indifference of the KPA leadership, the fanners openly 

defied the government's decision and the claim ofthe Hotel on the rand. More people had settled on 

the land after the fall ofDerg and at present the hotel is confined to its pre~ 1984 holding. 

D. Munessa-Shashemene State Forest Development Project 

The other institution that aggravate resource scarcity in the area is the State Forest Development 

Project which was established with the objective of reforesting the deforested forest resources of 

the area. Needless to say that, deforestation and soil erosion are serious environmental problems of 

h h I d W do Wosha in particular The forest resource of Wondo Genet and 
t e country asaw oean on . 

d· Ab sen·ously affiected both by extensive exploitation by sawmills and a Jacent mount arc were 

clearance for settlement, farmland and for energy. 

, 
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To save the remaining forest resources and reforest the degraded I d .. had an , an extenSIVe project 
been initiated as early as 1969 in a vast geographical area that ' I ded f ' SI mc u parts a lomlcr lCWa, 

Sidamo and Arsi Administrative Regions. In 197(15 the project had been divided into two organs 

run by Forest and Wild Life Authority and Chilalo AgriOJlturai Development Unit (CAD U) 

respectively. The Forest and Wl1d Life Authority, with the assistance of the Swedish International 

Development Authority (SIDA), had been conunissioned with the conservation and reforcstation 

programs in and around Shashemene area (including the research area), while CADU was 

responsible for the activities in Munessa area. In 1983184 the Authority had made a survey of the 

Regions and prepared a top map indicating the area of operation (ZWAO). 

Lack of clearly set aims, objectives and organizational structure, shortage of trained man power 

and, above all, absence of coordination between the two organs hindered them from attaining the 

intended objectives. To solve the above mentioned problems and promote effective forestation and 

conservation program. the two previous1y independent organs were merged 10 fonn the Munessa­

Shashemene State Forest Development Project in July. 1987. The Project had three branches in 

Shashemene, Gambo and Munessa whose offices were located in Sale, Gamba and Dcgaga 

respectively. In 1988/89 it had demarcated 101,539 hectares of land (about 2540 g(L"~I) in the 

fonmer Arsi (59,547 hectares), South Shewa (28,685 hectares) and Sidamo (1 3,307 hcctares) 

Administrative Regions (ZW AO). 

The project had been in severe conflict from the outset with the farmers living in the territories 

demarcated as an area of operation. In a good part of the land demarcaled as forest land, fanners 

had been settled since long before the land refoml. The Shashemene branch had a claim of land in 

31 KPAs in former Hayqoch awraja (the present Shashemene and Arsi Negcle WOre(kL\), of which 

four KPAs were completely under the domain of the project (ZWAO). In addition to open forest 

and marginal lands, the project had been conducting reforestation program by displacing farmers 

from lands under cultivation. Loca1 Government officials were often pressurizing KPAs leadership 

and farmers to cede their lands to the project. The displaced farmers were usually given small and 

marginal lands by redistribution or were made landless. The acquisition of more land by the projcct 

d It b d· .. hi f'itnnland in some KP As often initiated rearrangement of KPA an t e so sequent mllflJS ng 0 L, 

boundaries to offset the highly affected KP As (Yibeltal, 1992). 

It was the Shashemene branch that was responsible for the conservation and reforestation program 

. W d G I W d W slta, the three study KP As, except Shesha Kekele, were affected by 
III on 0 enet. n on 0 0 

. begun in the area in 1985/86, before the establishment of 
the program directly. The program was 
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the Munessa Shashemene Project, in Gatu Onoma near Belle in 4 gasha (360 hectares) land. 

Although the land includes hill sides and degraded land, "~ers had been led . f · h."" . sell In some parts 0 11 
fOf many years. To give the land to the project, about 50 farmers were relocated to other pans of 

the KPA and given fannlands by redistribution. 

In Washa Sayama, the project claimed 9 gasha land, which was largely held by fanners. Thc 

project was requesting for more land from the fllll11CfS annually (SHWDA). Although the requests 

were partially met by the influence of the woreda officials, there were strong complaims both from 

the KPA leadership and individual fanners. The protest was stronger when the project claimed and 

took 3 gasha land near the Wabi ShebeUe hotel, where about 50 households were evicted and 

relocated mostly to marshy lands or made landless. Although the land is gentle slope and part of the 

domain of the project on the top map, farmers had been using it' for cultivat ion and pasture for 

years. The project indirectly affected other KP As as they repeatedly handed over some hectares of 

land to Wosha Soyama to alleviate the serious land scarcity caused by the project and othcr factors 

to the KPA (SHWAO). 

According to the Shashemene Woreda Department of Agriculture, in 1990 the project claimed 9 

gaslla (360 hectares) of land in Wotera Kechema KPA, out of which, 300 hectares (66.7%) was 

used for fanning and pasture and omy the remaining 16 hectares (16.7'% and most ly located mainly 

in hilly parts of the KPA) was forested land. As the project took some of the land it claimed. the 

displaced fanners, as usual, were relocated by conducting additional redistribution. Thc Shcsha 

Kekclc KPA was also affected by the project indirectly. It lost a good deal of land to Wosha 

Soyama by the order of the woreda officials to acconunodate the displaced fanncrs in Wosha 

Sayarna (SHW AO). 

The project totally retained about 14 to 17 gasha (560 to 680 bcctares) land that includes, of 

course, highly deforested and eroded hill sides and hill tops. However, a considerable size of it was 

(sti1J is) considered as pasture and farmland from the farmers' point of view. Current ly the project 

tenninated and its area of operation and the plantation forest in Wondo Wosha are put under the 

Awassa Woreda Department of Agriculture. The operation in the remaining Oromiya Region is 

. ed . h . t· aI structure as Munessa-Shashemene Wood Industry Entcrprise 
contInU WIt a new orgaruza Ion 

under Oromiya Region. 
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The role of community forest development . . program In aggravatmg land scarcity on the contrary 
was limited, Even if every KPA was obli ed •. 

g to undertake a community forest development 
program, the plots assigned to it were usuall od ' Y unpr uctlVe and small. The size of the community 
forest plantations in Wosha Soyama, Shesha Kekele, Wotera Koch d G ema an Olu Onoma were 8, 5, 
2.5 and 10 hectares respectively (SHWDA), 

E. Others 

In addition to the above mentioned organizations and forest project, Wosha town and two other 

Non-Governmental organizations retained some land. Even if the size of the land held by the NGOs 

is relatively small, it has definitely contributed for the diminishing of fannlands in the area. 

i. Mana Family and Community Development Organization 

Mana Family and Community Development Organization was first established as Edala Family and 

Community Development Organization with the assistance of World Vision Ethiopia to carry out 

family and community level development programs. To begin its aClivilies it was given 25 hectarcs 

of land in Shesha Keke1e KP A by relocating some 2S to 40 fanncrs. All of thcm wcrc given 

farmlands in other areas and compensated for their houses and properties on thc land. 

In 1987 the organization transferred I S hectares ofland to another NGO, Patmos Inlcnl<1 tional, and 

continued to operate with the remaining 10 hectares. The organization is under &lola Hiywol 

Sirhan Church and gives assistance to poor families by establishing connections with supporting 

families abroad. It also provides cloth and food aid to poor f~ilies and conducts some social 

services and development activities, such as constructing roads, a weir, running a kindergarten and 

a grinding mill. Except for the few hectares used for building the church, kindergarten, wood 

workshop and offices, most of the land is used for farming. Currently it is covered by sugar cane, 

maize and EucaJyptus trees. The organization was registered in this name as a local NGO in 

1995/96, 

ii. Patmos International 

P t I 
' a1 est bl'shed by the Finnish Government in July, 1987 with the objcctive of a mas ntematlon was a I 

, h b 001' hing an orp"""""e To start its operation, the organization had supportmg orp ans y est IS ""'1<>0 . 

ed h fl d
' Shesha Kekele KPA However the KPA leadership, including the 

request 25 ectares 0 an III . ' 

49 , 



kebelle WPE secretary declined to evict f: I . • anner. as and scarcity had reached its climax (SHWAO). 

Consequently, an agreement was reached between the oro~n;7'.>tl·O Ed I F ·1 d Co . • 0-........ n, 0 a anu y an mmumty 

Development Organization and woreda administration to give the organization IS hectares of land 

from the Edol. holding. The orphanage began its operation by collecting orphans from different 

parts of the country. In addition to the orphanage, it has a training program in embroidery for girls. 

Part of the 15 hectares ofland is used for producing various crops and a small nursery. 
, 

iii. The town ofWosha 

Wosha is a small town located in Wosha Soyama KPA along the main road to Kella Town. 

Although infonnation indicates that the town had been established in the 1940's as a small village, it 

did not grow enough to obtain town status by the Ministry of Urban Development or in the 

National People and Housing Census. However, the introduction of commercial agriculture and the 

subsequent flux of people increased its population and size, especially after the land rcfonn. Since it 

is under Wosha Soyarna KP A, the villagization program had once jeopardized its very existence as 

KPA leaders wanted that the town dwellers settle in villages, amove which was later rejected by 

higher government officials. 

The increasing displacement of farmers, shortage of fannland to be given to new claimants, 

expansion of cash crop production and increasing migration steadily enlarged the population of the 

town. Service giving institutions (hotels, shops, cafeteria, wood and metal workshops etc.) arc also 

increasing in number. The ultimate effect of population growth in the town was the gradual 

expansion of the town domain at the expanse offannlands around it. In 1990 the woreda Urban 

Development and Housing Office tried to demarcate a large area as urban tenitory. Instructions 

were given to KPAs not to allow people to plant perennial crops in this tenitory. The decision was 

later called off by the woreda WPE office, mainly due to the failure of the Urban and Housing 

Development Office to request "revolutionary guidance" of the Party. Recently the population of 

the town is growing more and the town is expanding at the expense offarmlands around it. 

, 
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Table 4.1: Size and type of land held by organizations 

Organization KPA Land size (in 
hectare) 

Essential Oils Research Washa Soyama , 80 
Centre 

College of ForestI)' Wosha Soyama and Gotu Onoma 360 

State Forest Washa Soyama Gotu Onoma Wotera 240 
Kechema 

Wabi Shebelle Hotel Washa Soyama 42 

Mena and Patmos Shesha Kekele 25 
International 

Total 747 

Source: Shashemene Woreda Department of Agriculture and Survey made by a special Commillcc 
August, 1990. ' 

4.2.2 Government Agrarian Policy 

The agrarian policy of the Derg Government has adversely affected farmers' access to agricultural 

natural resources. The promotion of Peasant Producers Cooperatives (pPC) and I)casant Servicc 

Cooperatives (PSC), state fanns, villagization and grain requisitions were the major components of 

the ' socialization' agenda intended to transform the relations of production in rural areas. The policy 

had altered previous patterns of resource allocation and led to changes in social relations. It often 

aggravated land scarcity and decreased productivity (Bruce et al ., 1993; Dessalegn, 1994; Beyene, 

1992). In Wondo Wosha the impacts of the agrarian policy were clearly observable. The 

establishment and expansion ofPPCs and the implementation ofvillagization program were the two 

major components of the policy that influenced resource allocation in the area. 

A. Peasant Producers Cooperatives (pPCs) 

The attempt to transfonn the agricultural production in socialist lines was steered in twO related 

directions. The first one was developing and expanding large scale ~mechanized stale farms, and the 
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other one was organizing rural farmers in Peasant Producers Cooperatives to enable famleTs 
produce collectively (Dessalegn, 1993). 

In Wendo Wosha, PPCs were established in aU KPAs in August, 1979. Although ppes were 

started with few members, limited means of production and land aI bl • soon v ua c resources, 
including fonner community grazing land, water points ctc. were reserved for them. In the absence 

of free land, ppes expansion was realized by displacing private fanners. The displaced farmers 

were often relocated in marginal lands or made landless. The attempt to expand PI)Cs at the 

expense of private farmers had aggravated the land scarcity and, morc importantly, escalated 

fanners tenure insecurity and. consequently, changed the relations among themselvcs. The cflects 

of ppes in resource competition vary across KPAs. It was more pronounced in Wosha Soyama 

and Shesha Kekele where Regional and Woreda Administration and Ministry of Agriculture 

officials were trying to make them model PPCs for the Region. 

• 

The size of the ppes holding had been steadily increasing, while the share of private fanners was 

consistently diminishing and the number of landless fanners was increasing. For instance, the 

Wosha Soyarna PPC, established with 47 members and 20 hectares of land, had reached 87 

members and 170 hectares of land within four years. Similarly, the Shesha Kekele PPC had 

expanded to 272 members, 416 hectares of land and 93 oxen from 15 members, 10.5 hectares of 

land and J 0 oxen within a decade (SHWDA). The intensive pressure from the Regional and 

Woreda officials to organize the fanners in PPCs and, particularly the intention to make the two 

ppes model cooperatives, made the endeavour to consolidate them in members, land and other 

resources very intensive and haste. lnunense technical, financial and material assistance were given 

to them. 

To discourage private agricultural production in favour of collectivization, membership to PPCs 

was based on an indirect compulsion. Those who refused to be members were often deprived of 

equal opportunities. PPCs held more lands beyond their actual ~ production capacity under the 

existing system of production. Furthermore, the intention of consolidating ppes' fannlands 

displaced private farmers adjoining them. The general consequences of the PPCs' expansion were 

scarcity of farmland, pressure on the remaining available resources. increasing use of marginal land 

and, ultimately, conflicts between PPCs and private farmers. 
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B. Villagization 

Villagization was the other component of the agrarian policy of the Derg Government. The major 

objectives of the program were to organize the rura1 people in villages so as to give them social and 

economic services easily, enhance extension services., strengthen collective security and promote 

rational land use and resource conservation. In Shashemene woreda, all the peasants of the 81 

KP As (including the 4 KP As of the research area) were organized imo 112 villages (Yibcltal. 

1992). 

The program was initiated in Wondo Wosha in 1985/86 in all four KPAs. Villages with a capacity 

of hundreds of households were planned by experts. Each household was al lotted with 1()()() square 

meters of land for house making and a backyard plot. Fanners living in scattered villages were 

forced to abandon their houses and make new ones in the vi llages. Somc famlers also lost thci r 

fanlliands as the areas were selected for establishing villages. Those who were reluctant to join the 

newly formed villages were pushed to marginal lands. In addition to aggravating land scarcity, 

vi llagization was also a factor for more land redistribution that usually ended up with diminishing 

the available land for a given household. It was also a basis for nepotism and favouritism. Generally, 

the program augmented the number ofland1ess farmers, decreased productivity by increasing faml 

distances and diminishing farm size and quality. 

Table 4.2: Number offanners made landless by PPC, and villagization. 

Program Wosha Shesha Wotera Gotu Total 

Soyama Kekele Kechema Onoma 

PPC 30 IS 17 ... 62 

Villagization \3 8 6 ... 27 

Total 43 23 23 89 

Source: Survey made by a Special Committee, August, 1990. 
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4.3. RESOURCE COMPETITION AND SOCIAL RELATIONS 

Scarcity of resources, as liobu (1990) indi ted, Id I "" ca wou ead (0 COmpetItion among users which. in 

tum, shapes the relationship among the competm" g parIl"es Co pet"t" , I d . m I Ion lor scarce resources ca s 

to twofold developments. Firstly. it often leads to changes in resource use pattern and economic 

organization at household and community levels. This includes agricultural intensifi cation and 

search for other means of income generation. Secondly, and in the mean time, it shapes the 

relationship between competing parties. Whether competition for scarce resources leads to 

cooperation or conflict is largely detennined by the intensity of the problem, the type ofresolJrces 

strived for, the availability of other economic alternatives and the social mechanisms of resource 

allocation. In Wando Wosha, competition among different parties has shaped their social 

relationship . The competition was exhibited in two levels. The first one was between famlers and 

organizations and the second level is among fanners themselves. 

4.3.1 Relations between farmers andOrganizations 

The relations between fanners and the different organizations in the area vanes from close , 
cooperation to open conflict and sporadic encounters. The type of relation an organization 

develops with the people is largely determined by the type and size of its holding, the way it 

acquired it, the effects it brought on the lives of the people, the power the organization has or is 

perceived to have and the economic and social benefits it renders to the people. Based on these 

factors, it is possible to divide the organizations into two: those which developed relatively 

hannonious relations and those which have incompatible relations. 

The Wando Genet College of Forestry is one of the organizations that have little problems with the 

people around it. It was established on land that had been occupied by the Norwegian Mission and 

it did not displace farmers from their farmland. Those settled on the current College holdings soon 

after the land refonn were displaced by the National Livestock Development Enterprise before the 

establishment of the College and were given a fair amount of land in their respective KPAs. 

Moreover, although the size of its holding is very vast, a good ponion of it is hillsides and rugged 

lands that are inconvenient for agricultural activities. , 

The College also created job opportunities for the people. Currently, it has 235 employees (135 
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pennanent and 100 in contntCI base). Some of the permanent and f h most 0 t e contract base 
workers (largely farm labourers and guards) are fr th . om e surroundmg areas. Some of them arc also 
KP A members and possess farmlands They I h . . . . . . supp ement t elf agnculiural Income WIth the earnmgs 

they made from the CoUege. The job opportunities created by th< College helped to alleviate the 
problems created by scarcity of land. 

The social services the College renders to the conununity also contribute to develop hamlOnious 

relationship between the College and the people around. The College has constructed water pipe 

line for the people in front of the main gate that solved the problem of travelling long distance to 

fetch drinking water. Its clinic has been giving emergency medical service to the people. The 

elementary school in the College campus played a key role in integrating the interests of the College 

and some portions of the conununity. EspeciaJly after the new educational policy that made the 

instructional media the Sidama language, many children (mostly non-Sidama) are attending the 

College elementary school which teaches in Amharic. The positive relationship between the College 

and the people was observed during the 1992 social tunnoil in which the College had been serving 

as a sanctuary for children, women, old people and unarmed adults. The people also perceive the 

College as an institution with immense Govenunent interests and attention, and refrained from 

taking adverse actions for fear of possible Government measures. ~ 

Ln spite of the relative cordial relationship of the College with the people around it, confrontations 

over the use of resources occasionally occur. A number of people had settled within the domain of 

the College before the land refonn. Some of them were settled by the Norwegian Mission as 

watchmen and remained there after the establishment of the College. In 1988 the number of the 

settlers had reached 39, of whom 18 were College employees and transferred workers, and the rest 

21 were individual farmers living as cattle herders. None of them wcre KPA mcmbers, and 18 of 

them were living in partly demolished College houses, while the rest had built their own houses. 

Even if their number was reduced to 27 the College was unable to dislodge them from its domain 

until they were relocated by giving them farmlands in Gotu Onoma KPA in 1990. 

The other issue that spoils the relationship between of the College and the people is the intrusion of 

some fanners into the College'S domain for pasture. They are pushed by shonage of pasture and 

repeatedly confronted with the College. However, panly owing to 1,he strict guarding of the College 

domain, the problem so far is not out of the control of the College. 

Mena Family and Community Development Organization and Palmos International, likewise, have 
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relatively good relationships with the people around them Th . f I d h h . . . e SLZe 0 an I cy cld, compared 
with others, IS relatively small (25 hal and the fium- rei ted fi· , ·rt ' .... " oca rom It were lID y compensaloo 
for their properties. Like the CoUege the two NGOs created ·00 .. , I • J opportUnities ,or some poop e, 
mainly in their farming sections. Moreover the practical humaru·tan·an d dial .. . • an eve opmcnl actlVltlcs 

and social setvices they render helped them to built a positive images among the people. However, 

the more important factor for the cordial re1ationship between the organizations and the people is 

the religious attaciunents between them. Mena Family and Community Development Organiz • .1Iion 

is under the Hiywot Sirhan Church to which many people adhere. 

The relationship of the fanners with the Wahi Shebelle Resort HOlel, Essential Oils Research 

Centre and State Forest Project are generally characterized by high degree of competition, 

accusation, mistrust and conflict. The Hote] had requested additional land in a situation where the 

people had been already suffering from acute land shortage. The requested land was held by 

farmers since the land reform. Moreover, some of the people on it had been displaced more than 

once by other factors. On the other hand, the fanners were not convinced about the kind of 

activities the Hotel wanted to do on the land. A1though the Hotel claimed that the land was 

required to expand the tourist attractions of the area, the fanners complained that it was intended to 

produce agricultural products (mainly vegetables), so as to supply the Hotel and the nearby Wabi 

Shebelle branch Hotels (Awassa No.1 and No.2 and Langano Wabi Shebelle Hotels) with the 

products. The leadership of Wosha Soyama KPA was (still is) supporting the position of the 

fanners and repeatedly overlooked the order of the Woreda officials to relocate the farmers from 

the requested land. In addition, the Hotel offers little job opportunities and social benefits to the 

people around it. 

The Essential Oils Research Centre also faces similar problems. It had displaced more than 50 

households from the fannlands they had been using for more than a decade. Some of them were 

made landless. The people are barely benefiting from job opportunities the Centre created due to 

the very low wage the Centre pays compared with other inst~utions and the labour market 

(currently it pays 3 bi" per day for farm labourers). The other factor for developing negative 

attitudes towards the Centre is that the farmers are not convinced about the priority of the 

objectives of the Centre. Their suspicion is strengthened by the land use of the Centre. Currently, 

only half of the 80 hectares of its holding is covered by eucalyptus trees and lemon grass and the 

.. I d· . h ·dl sed to produce other cereals, such as telf, which have nothing to do remrurung an IS Cit er I e or u 

with oil production. 
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Intrusion into the centre's fanns for pasture is the ther . . . 0 mam source of COnn1ct between the Centre 
and the farmers around n. The Centre's officials argu that h . e t ey are not agamsi fanners use of the 
grass under the eucalyptus piantafo but i . 1 n, comp am that the canle destroy the upper soil with their 

hooves. To soive the probiem, they aliowed the workers t and ak h o cut t e t e grass. Moreover as 
the chemical nature of the dropped ieaves deters good growth f she h d ho k '. o grass, p cr 5, W now thiS 

from experience, usually pull out the seedlings planted by the Centre. Theft of trees from the 

plantation is also quite common. 

As the problem became more serious after the 1991 political change, the Centre was forced to 

employ more guards (currently it has about 20 anned guards that constitute onc sixth of the total 

employees). Previously, fear of harsh measures from the Woreda Administration and Party Ofllccs 

restrained fanners from taking actions against the Centre. The Centre officials complain that 

currently the measures taken by local Government officials against those who intnldc into the 

centre's farms are not swift and effective. and thus, encourages more adverse actions. Diminishing 

of pasture land seems to be the real reason for the intrusion. The increasing shift from crops such as 

potatoes, maize and other cereals to sugar cane production has significantly reduced pasture land 

and forced farmers to encroach into the centre's domain for pasture. 

Similarly, the relationstUp of the State Forest Project with the surrounding farmers is not cordial for 

the same reasons. However, the endeavour of the project in Gotu Onoma KPA, in Belle area, did 

not result in indignation from the fanners for two basic reasons. Firstly, the land taken was largely 

hilly and exposed to severe erosion for years. The farmers living below it were suffering from the 

flood from the hills and they welcomed any attempt to solve this problem. In Gotu Oooma, land 

degradation and lack of soil fertility due to erosion, are the major problems of most of the fanners. 

Secondly. the farmers displaced from the land were given farmlands in other pans of the kebe/le 

which were generally better in quality than the previous ones. 

In Wosha Soyama and Wotera Kechema, where land scarcity is very acute, situations wcre quite 

different. In Wosha Soyama the land taken by the project in a village locally known as KellfC"i 

Gust above the Wabi Shebelle Hotel), had brought serious conflict between fanncrs and the KPA 

on one hand and the project on the other. The land was considered by the project as one of the 

areas threatened by erosion and badly needing forestation, while the people and the KPA still 

consider it as a land suitable for agriculture and pasture. In one of the many petitions written to the 

South Shewa Administration Office in 25 June, 1990 the KPA office insisted on the return of the 

land to the farmers. 
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.. .. II is known that the forest project h ak 9 our kebelle which was used as I . en g~ha fa rm and pasture land from 
the problems and ' ~Y ~ur and nCIghbounng kehclle fanners. Considering 
illegality of the d mIsery 0 t e peoplc an.d acknowledging Ihe invalid ilY and 
h' cmarcatlOn made by the proJect , we request [the Onicc] to make 

t e
l 
project return the fann and pasture lands to the lamlers and asccn"\in our r;'ghl 

to lave pastu re land. ' 

In another similar petition addressed to the woree/a WPE, administration oniccs and Dt:p:lrullt:nl of 

agriculture. the KPA complained about the absence of propcr consideration for the fanners on the 

land. 

The Munessa Forest Project had taken from f,lflllers 3 gasha irrigate,lblc land 
above Wab; Shebelle [Hotel] around KCllterri. Even if [the action1 was intended to 
fOSler stale forest, the land was taken from the famlers through the then 
[Government and kebelle] leaders and officials without undcnaking deep and 
intensive study (SHWAO). 

The land, in the eyes of the people, is regarded as farm and pastures land, nOI as marginal or 

degraded land which needs reforestation. The forest project had di splaced a nu mber of fanners 

from their fannland in Wosha Soyama and Wotera Kechcma kebelles without payi ng compcns.l tion 

for their properties on the land, and some of them remained landless The decisions to hand over 

land to the project were usually made through thc interference of the Won~d(l onicials who ollen 

did not have adequate knowledge and infomlation about the socia-economic conditions of the area 
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As a result, the project often encountered hall fr c enges am fanners to cany out its operation 
properly. Moreover, the project neither created sigru'fi 'ob . . . . . . cant J OpportUOItles, nor prOVIded any kind 
of SOCial servtces to the people. 

On the other hand, it should also be noted that all fanners' attitudes and reactions to the 

organizations discussed above was not homo I fi . . .. genous. n act, some portIons of the community are 

beneficlanes of the Job opportunities and social services the organizations are rcndering. while 

others are negatively affected in the ways mentioned above. An organization's relation with the 

people is largely based on the balance between the advantages and opportunities it created and the 

number of people who benefited from them on the one hand, and the constraints it imposed and the 

number of people affected by them on the other. 

4.3.2 Relations Among Farmers 

It is evident that resource competition influences groups' social relations. Since there are people 

with similar motives. constraints, aspirations and opportunities, increasing scarcity of valuablc 

resources and the resulting competition would create social groups with fluid boundaries. The 

levels and types of groups varies with the socio-political conditions in which thc compctition is 

taking place. Consequently, competition for resources can be manifcsted in diflcrcnt famls and 

levels. 

In Wando Wosha resource competition among fanners during Ocrg pcriod was manifestcd mainly 

between landholders and landless fanners and, PPCs and private fanners. The competitions and the 

resulting conflicts finally took an ethnic fonn as a competit ion between early settlers and 

latecomers. 

A. Relations Between Landholding and Landless People 

As land became more scarce and other economic alternatives were not feasible, young people who 

fonned new households were the primary victims of the problem. Young men who reached the age 

of establishing their own households were registered in every KPA as "'otal gebere (young farmer) 

and given farm1and during the periodic land redistribution. With the increase of thc number or the 

landless people and diminishing of land, redistribution was abandoned. Parents offering fannlands 

to their young sons became the onJy means of acquiring land for construction of a house as well as 

for fanning. Most of the old households had small plots to satisfy thcir sons needs of land to foml 

their own households. Besides new claimants, displacement had increased the number of landless 
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and land-hungry farmers in the area. The landless people were fo rced to depend on other economic 

alternatives usually with marginal income (daily labour, migration to nearby areas, sharecropping, 
etc.) or remained dependent of their families and rdatives for support . 

The uneven distribution of fannland brought conflict between the J.andholding and landless people. 

The conflict remained latent until the abolition of the PPCs in 1990. The landless and land hungry 

fanners had insisted an the participation of elders and private fanners in the distribution of PIlC 

lands among members. But both Government officials and PPC members rejected them. Fanners 

who had been made landless by PPCs also claimed their previous fannlands. Some of them tried to 

use force to farm the land left from distribution among PPC members. In the confrontation, some of 
them were arrested as ring leaders of "unrest among the rural mass" . 

The 1990 survey indicates that, in addition to the 117 fanners who were made landless by various 

factors mentioned before, there were 4n households which never owned fannland fommlly (200 in 

Wosha Soyama, 142 in Shesha Kekele and 135 in Wotera Kechema). Accordingly, the official 

number of landless fanners in 1990 was 594. However, it is strongly believed that the figure was 
much more higher than the official report. 

Table 4.3: Number ofUndless households in Wondo Wosha in 1990. , 

KPA Number of Farmers Total 

Made landless Never had land 

Wosha Soya 71 200 271 

Shesha Kekele 23 142 165 

Wotera Kechema 23 135 158 

Gotu Onoma - ---
Total 117 477 594 

Source: Survey made by a Special Committee, August, 1990. 

B. Between PPCs and Private Farmers 

" " f h fl"ct between the ha~es and have-nots was betwccn Th d fc of marufestatlon 0 t e con I 

e secon orm . ed earfer PPCs were established and expanded by displacing PPCs and private fanners. As mention I , 
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private farmers, usually from the fertile land The . s. holdmgs of the PPC . . 
while individuals' farmJand diminished '. s were Increasing annually 

steadily. For instance Ihe Wosha S PI'C hi 
established in August 1978 with 47 mem ' oyama w ell was 

. . h . bers and 20 hectares of land had augmenled its holding 
12.5 ttmes WIt In 9 years, while the number of--L _· , • IlIt01IUJaS lIlCreased only 3.6 Umes. 
Table 4.4: PPC and private fannen landhold· fW . lOgo osha Soyarna and GOlu Onoma KI'As 

'" 1990 

KPA Number of Total land Holding 
farmers 

Size ofland! 

(in Hectare) 
household (in 

hectare) 

Wosha PPC 169 250 1.49 
Soyama 

Private 373 252 0.67 

Shesh. PPC 279 41 6 1.53 
Keke1e 

Private 418 272 0.65 

Source: Shashemene Woreoo Department of Agriculture. ~ 

The intention of the Goverrunent to promote collectivization over individual production induced a 

number of actions that adversely affected the latter. For instance, the Wosha Soyama ppe had 

reserved 10 hectares of previous communal grazing land as its oxen pasture land and denied private 

farmers access to it. The PPC went further to the extent of asking the worec/o Department of 

Agriculture to prohibit private fanners from selling their potato production until the PIlC sold its 

own (SHWDA). 

The conflict between the PPCs and private farmers remained latent until the policy of Mixed 

Economy was issued in March 1990. As the policy allowed for the abolition of PPCs with the 

consensus of their members, all the four PPCs of in the area were abolished soon after. In the 

guidelines issued by the Ministry of Agrirulture on the abolition of PPCs, it was stated that all 

properties of PPCs, including fannland, would be divided only arf!Ong members. However, it was 

asserted that the size of fannland allotted to members would not exceed the average holding of 

private fanners and the remaining land would be kept aside until further Government instruction is 

given (ZWAO). In the processes of redistribution ofPPC fannlands, private fanners who had losl 
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fannlands to PPCs were anxious not to let their former hid' beco ' . .' 0 mg me pnvale property of other 
mdlVlduaJs. 

In all KP As, PPC members took fertile and more than the av-ge ""Id' f " IV' h ...... 'IV mgs 0 pnvate lann CfS. It 

this and the relative weakening of Government power in the rural areas b th h aI d ' cd y en, t c rca y 51 ralll 
relation between PPCs and private farmers erupted into an open conflict which took an ethnic form. 

4,4. TIlE JULY, 1990 INCIDENT AND ITS IMPLICATIONS 

In the morning ofJuly 19, 1990, Mesfin Samella, 24, a Sidama from Be/eel/e sub-clan. was found 

dead near his home in Wosha Soyama. He was stabbed in his stomach and uncooked qocho and a 

stick were put into the wound. It was later learnt that he was killed a night before. The deceased 

was landless and was working at the College of Forestry as a labourer. His famil y, relatives and the 

whole clan were furious about his death and began to look for the murderer. At mid..day, a I\Imour 

began to circulate that he was murdered by the ex-chairman of the Wosha Soyama KPA, Lefcbo 

Biyero, a Hadiya, and his clique who were deposed from office a day before. The ex-chai rmall had 

deep rooted conflict with the deceased family, very close relatives and the sub-clan as hc had 

dispossessed them of their fertile farmland. , 

The Sidama, mostly the Beleche, rushed to the home of Lefebo who rightly suspecting. fled 10 

Shashemene. In the absence of Lefebo, the mob destroyed his house and properties and att acked 

other Kembata and Hadiya who were regarded as one group and collectively called Kembata. Aftcr 

many houses were burnt to ash and large numbers of people fted, a police force arrived from 

Shashemene and controlled the tunnoi!. With the departure of the police force, the next nighl, the 

Sidama killed two Kembata and fatally wounded one other. They also set fire to many Kembala and 

Hadiya houses. 

As the contlict became more grave and caused mass panic, an ad hoc comminee composed of 

people from the Region and woreda WPE offices, police public securily and commissariat was sct 

up. A military force led by the deputy administrator of the Region was deployed in the area. Eleven 

, d' 'd aJ ' I d' h hai~on his cousin and other ex-PA committee members, were 
III IV! U S, me U IIlg t e ex-c , .. _ ., 

cd fi th der of Mesfin In spite of the heaVY military force deployed in the 
arrest as suspects or e mur . -" 
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area, the unrest and burning of houses had co tin ed' fi n U lor ve months. Large numbers of people 
were forced to run away from the area. 

The report of the ad hoc committee indicated that "-:1 th ' 
UJ'U e unrest was put to an end In October 

1990 using traditional conflict resolution methods, it cost the life affive Kembata-Hadiya and two 

other were wounded. 83 houses were burnt and 345 people were made homeless. It also caused the 

displacement of large numbers of people mainly Kembata, H " ' d WI ' fi , a)"lya, an some 0 aylt3 rom 

Wando Wosha (SHW AO). The conflict that lasted for five months, was regarded as an ethnic 

conflict between the Sidama and the Kembata, which, of course, includes the Hadiya as well . 

4.5 FACfORS THAT GAVE THE CONFLICf AN ETHNIC FORM 

As indicated above, the conflict which arose from resource competition between the haves and the 

have-nots was expressed in ethnic tenns between the early and lale settlers, mainly the Sidama and 

Kembata-Hadiya. It is important to scrutinize why the conflict took an ethnic fonn or, in olher 

words., why ethnicity was involved in a conflict caused by resource competition among individuals. 

Needless to say ethnicity, besides its psychologjca1 utilities. has practica1 political, economic, social 

and organizational functions. It is rightly argued that due to the strong influence of primary 

socialization people are susceptible to ethnic manipulations. However, the role of ethnicity in 

mobilizing collective actions should be explained in relation with other social processes that take . . 
place as people strive to make their living. The strong latent power of ethnicity can be mampulated 

to mobilize collective actions for certain politica1, economic or social ends at particular places and 

times, Ronald Cohen explains that the salient nature of ethnicity makes itself available for collcctive 

ethnic mobilization when some group of people who have already developed or have a potent ial to 

develop a common ethnic identity are deprived or perceive themselves as deprived from certain 

economic, social or political resources (Cohen, 1978:396). 

Raymond Breton, when explaining this feature of ethnicity, remarked: 

In the course of their experience in the larger society, me~~ of ethnic ¥,"o~ps 
rt

· val es and encounter problems and opponumues. The combmatlon 
pursue ce am u . h bas· f th ' 
of aspirations, problems, and opponunities constllu~es t e IS 0 e group s 
system of interests in relation to the rest of the SOCIety. Th~ can be ~1I.ect1Ve 

henomena because they are or could be part of t~e expenence o~ a slgmficant 
~umber of members of the group .. .. If they ~e St!fficlent~y ~~uent, If they have a 
symbolic value for the group, or if the situation of mdlVlduais depends to a 

• 
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significant extent on their group membershi . ncr . 
can become collective problems (Breton, I~: I ~~uaJ pr~lems and opponunities 

Moreover, other scholars (Jiobu, 199(} Gonulez,1989' Durham,198 ) ' , , , • • 9 mdlcate that ethmcily 
flourishes in a condition of resource scarcity and ' , . . compeutlon. In the processes, 'other' competitors 
wIll be conSidered as a ' threat' (it can be actual or ;_0"; ed) and ' , , , , u''''oon initiate an ethmc based reactIon 

The' others' also logically take similar measures and solidify their ethnic solidarity. 111e whole 

processes will create an ethnically charged aim h betw ' , osp ere een the contendmg groups wll1ch 

would ultimately confirms the first group's perception of the ' other' as a ' threat' and intensifies 

further ethnic reactions. This would lead to a series of actions and counteractions and possibly an 

ethnic war that may not be related with the initial causes of antagonism (Durham, 1989; Nnoli, 

1989), 

Likewise, in Wondo Wosha, certain factors in the process ofland allocation and cont rol of power 

ofKPA, gave the conflict an ethnic form as a conflict between the Sidama and the Kembata. The 

major factors for the expression of the conflict in ethnic terms were~the following. 

A. Initial encounter and differential responses 10 the agrarian policy: The relationship between 

early and late settlers was characterized by mistrust, avoidance and hatred from the beginning of 

their close contact in 1975. There was little social contact (through voluntary associations, social tie 

fonnalion, marriage etc.) between them. In the initial years of the revolution., the carly settlers had 

been genera1ly better off than the latecomers. Most of them held relatively fertile and fai r size of 

farmlands. During this period a1most all key KPA posts (chainncn and secrctaries of KI)A and 

jUdiciary tribunal, commander of defence guards) were held by thc early settlers. The latccomcrs 

refrained from any action that might adversely affect the fonner. In fact, until 1979 the balance of 

power, both in terms ofland holding and KPA power control, was in favour of the early settlers. 

After 1979, the Derg agrarian policy and politicization of rural organizations had changed the sl(J'/I:~ 

quo. Initially membership to ppes was a1most open to all people who were will ing to be member. 

However, there was a difference among fanners in their respo~ to the call to establish ppes. 

Those who were landless or held insufficient and/or marginal land were often the first to respond 

positively to the endeavour in order to have access to better land. Those who held relatively fertile 

and large plots resisted it more strongly. The latecomers who held sma1l andlor unproductive 

fannlands were the fi rst founders of ppes in all KP As. Joining the ppe was, therefore, partly a 

pet
't'on The pos"bility of becoming KPA member through membership 

response to resource com I I . '" 
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to PPCs initiated the anival of more late settlers to Wondo Wosha.. As recently arrived Kcmbata, 

Hadiya and Wolayita became memoo. and acquired land for house making and backyard farm, 

most of the early settlers who declined to join PPCs lost their farmlands. The steady expansion of 

ppes in every KP A had expropriated the fertile land, mostly held by early settle". Funhcnnore, 

joining the PPC was a response to the social insecurity that prevailed among the latecomcrs. 

Generally. the establishment of PPC, while giving the latecomers more security and land, 

dispossessed the private fanners who were largely early settlers. As most of thc ppes members 

were latecomers, the conflict between the PPCs and private farmers became a conflict between the 
early and late settler groups. 

The following table shows the ethnic composition ofWosha Soyama and Gotu Onorna KPAs in 

which the Kembata, Hadiya and WoJayita constituted 56.2 and 85.4 percent of the tOlal PI'C 

members respectively. The list of the members is found from Shashcmene lVoredo Finance 

Depanment and ethnically categorized in the field u~ng key infol1tWtts. 

Table 4.5: Ethnic composition of memben ofWosha Soyama and Gotu OIlOll1a ppes. 

No. Ethnic Group Wosha Soyama GOIU Onoma 

PPC members Percent PPC members Percent 

1. Wolayita 53 31.4 41 54 7 

2. Kembata and Hadiya 42 24.8 23 307 

3. Amhara 32 18.9 8 107 

4. Sidama 30 17.8 I I ] 

5. Arsi and Guji Oromo 9 5.3 2 26 

6. Gurage 2 1.2 --- ---
7. Tigre I 0.6 --- ---

Total 169 100 75 100 

. Department offices and field survey. Source: Shashemene Woreda Fmance 

. t and lack of proper mechanisms to . d tis· The system of appomtmen 
B. CO"UptlOn an nepo m. .. . and favouritism among KPA 

ed fl urable condition for COffilpuon 
control the leaders creat avo . . were rampant. The ex-chainnan, 

bose, COffilptlon and nepotism leaders. In Wosha Soyama, power a 
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who held power for II solid yean, was alleged to be despot both at KPA and pre leadcr~lip" He 

abused his power to favour his kin and supporters and harm hi'" The "II " " s opponents. Vl aglzatlon 

program, PPC expansion, nationa1 military service., grain requisition and, more imponantly. the 

repeated land redistribution and relocation had been good pretexts to be conuptcd and to favour 

kin and friends. The ad hoc committee established to restore peace and order after the July 1990 

conDict charged rum in its fina1 report for partiality, bribery, illegal imprisolllllent and physical 

harassment against irmocent people. He was also blamed for favouring his kin and relatives, he 

repeatedly evicting private fanners from their lands and houses. Moreover. he was accused of 

bringing his relatives and kin from other areas and giving them fertile land by relocating previous 

holders to mar1ihy areas (SHW AD)" 

Although the injustice and corruption were committed against the whole community. private 

famlers, mainly some beleche sub-clan members, were the primary victims of the atrocity. Thus. the 

introduction of new Kembata and Hadiya into PPC and KP A, their appropriation of fCI1ile land and 

the displacement of private farmers in favour of the chairman's relatives and kin gave the confl ict an 
, 

ethnic fonn. 

C. Part;"mn politics and QS.fociating the negative effects of the md;onal political lind eC()Iwmic 

policies with the KPA lealkrship: As explained before, in the early years of the revolution key 

KPA posts were held by the early settlers and some Amhara. The politici7..ation of rural 

organizations and the expansion of the Party (WPE) structure down to the kebe/le level changed 

the system of power holding in KPAs. Since 1979 loyalty to the political system and the ability to 

execute the orders and interests of the government became the major criteria to hold key KPA 

posts. 

Thus, increasing number of individuals began to hold KPA offices without the consensus of the 

mass. The people could hardly depose them from offices. With this new political opportunity. the 

latecomers were able to have access to key KP A posts and counteract the threat they actually 

ed 
" ed th t they encountered It was in this way that the Wosha Soyama ex-encounter or percelv a . 

h " Lefc'L- S" came to power in 1979 and stayed until 199O. The Derg Government had c aInnan, t:UU Iyero, 
" d t KP A levels Grassroot WPE offices had been established 

also expanded Its party structure own 0 . 

and were active in Wosha Soyama and Shesha Kekele KPAs. 

" " " I·· f the Derg Government (PPC, grain requisite. national 
The vanous notonous natJonaJ po ICles 0 
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military service, etc.), were implemented by KPA leadership who were regarded as loyal to the 

Govenunent. The people began to associate the effects of the policies with the KP A leaders who 

were mostly latecomers. This exacerbated the already hostile relationship between the two pans 

D. Numerical significance of Ihe loJecomers: As indicated in the second chapter, the possibil ity 

of acquiring land as tenants and increasing job opportunities had attracted large number of 

Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita to Wondo Wosha. In spite of the opposition of the local 

people, in the 1975 land distribution they became KP A members and obtained farmlands. They 

gradually began to increase their population by bringing in their kin. The political condition, 

especially after 1979, and the establishment of PPCs gave an opportunity for more Kembala. 
Hadiya and Wolayita to come and settle in the area. 

Table 4.6: Ethnic composition of KPA members in Wondo WOiha in 1990 

No Ethnic Group Wosha Soyama 

I. Sidama 211 

2. Guji Oromo 23 

3. Wolayila 82 

4. Hadiya 85 

5. Kembata 44 

6. Arsi Oromo 34 

7. Amhara 45 

8. Gurage 15 

9. Tigre 3 

Total3 542 

I It includes both the Arsi and Guji Oromo. 
21t includes both the Kembata and Hadiya. 

Shesha 
Kekele 

168 

227 

36 

165 

36 

15 

30 

13 

---
690 

3 It does not include the landless and the non-farmers. 

·al C mittee Augu~ 1990. Source: Survey made by a Spec! am , ' 
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Wotera GOlu 
Kechema Onoma 

182 11 3 

210' ---

83 94 

--- ---
21 86' 

104 

25 23 

--- ---
--- ---

521 420 

Tala % 
I 

674 31.0 

460 21.2 

295 13.6 

250 11.5 

187 8.6 

153 70 

123 5.7 

28 IJ 

3 0.1 

217 100 
3 



As liobu indicated in his competitive framework, group SI·ze has greal ··fi . d .. Sigru lcance In C1cnmnlllg 

the type and intensity of responses a group develops towards other competing groups. As the 

competing group's size becomes larger, there is a high possibility ror the responses 10 become morc 

fierce. Moreover, the perception about the size of a group has more importance than its actual size 

in detennining the intensity of the responses. A Groups perceived as having larger size will often 

faces more reaction than its actuaJ size entails (Jiobu, 1990). 

Table 4.6 indicates that the Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita constituted about one-third (33 .7"10) of 

the total members of the four KP As and about 39 percent (211) of the Wosha Soyama land holding 

famlers (exactly equal to the number of the Sidama). The Kembata and Hadiya collcctively fOllllCd 

the largest group among the latecomers. Consequently, they were regarded as posing serious 

competitive threats and faced strong indignation from the early settlers. 

E. I"equality of Landholding: The cumulative effect of the above mentioned factors was 

inequality of landholding among fanners in favour of the latecomers. Available data indicates that 

the disparity was much more pronounced in Wosha Soyama where ethnic heterogeneity and 

cOlTIlption were high. The existing power balance and politicai condition had concealed thc 

inequaJity and the resulting conflicts until 1990. When PPCs land was distributed among mcmbers. 

those who had little or no land before joining PPCs became OWflCrs of fert ile and larger land. As 

most of the PPCs members were latecomers., they were the beneficiaries of the land redistribution 

after the abolition of PPCs. 

, 
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Table 4.7: Number offarmen, their land" . sru 10 ethnIC group in Wosha $oyama. 

No Ethnic Total % Under half 
Group Number 

0/0 of half ha. holders Made landless· 
(in ha) 

Out of the tolal Ouloflhc Number % 
half ha. Holders elli. I!roup 

I. Sidama 211 38.' .5 SO.3 45.0 34 479 

2. Hadiya 85 15.7 20 10.6 23. 2 2 " 3. Wolayita 82 15.1 14 7.4 17. 1 10 '" 
4. Kcmbata 44 8.1 15 7.' 34. 1 2 " 
5. Amhara 45 8.) I. 10. 1 42.2 16 225 

6. Arsi 34 6.) 17 ' .0 SO.O 6 Xl 

7. Guji 2) 4.2 --- --- --- --- ---

8. Gurage 15 2.8 8 4.2 53.3 1 1-' 

9. Tigre ) 0.6 1 0.5 33.3 -- _.-

Tolal 542 100 18' lOO --- 71 100 

., These arc farmers who had been paying lax before they ","'ere dispossessed and the figure docs 110 t illclude 
the landless people. 

Source: Survey made by a Special Committee, August, 1990. 

A survey held in 1990 indicates that all 189 farmers holding under half hectare were privale 

fanners. Out of them, 48 fanners were fully or partially located in marshy lands. 29 private farmers 

holding half or more hectare were a150 located in marshy lands. On the contrary. former I}PC 

members had taken 0.7 hectare each from the former PPC holdings and 140 of them took a 10lal of 

23.1 hectares ofland above the size decided for them. 

There was also disparity in land holding along ethnic lines. The percentage of the Sidama holding 

under half hectare (45%) was a1most two times larger than their Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita 

counterparts (23.2%). Similarly, the Sidama constituted about half of the fan11ers di spossessed by 

different factors. Disparity of land holding, coupled with other faCtors mentioned above, gave the 

competition and the conflict between the haves and have-nots an ethnic form as a conflict betwccn 

the Sidama and KembataIHadiya. 
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The Sidama had represented the early settlers' the . .. m confrontation for three major reasons Firstly 
they const'tuted the SIngle largest group (31%) of the I ' . . 

• • 0 popu allOn. Thus, large numbers of Sidama 
became vJ(;lIms of the problem and of power abuse '" . Numencal Slgmficance also enabled them to 
respond to the problem (which was regarded as an OIIt~d d . . ) ers ommatlon more strongly. Secondly, 

over the past years, they have developed a perception that "the land" bel hci" I ongs to t r .orelal IcrS 
and that they have a right to enjoy the rCSOllrC<S in their "ind,'g I d" 1'1' . . enous an . liS perception was 

partly a result oftheOf long lasting military supen'ority Thirdl they he n' . Y. were t group most a · ccted 

by the conuption and injustice which prevailed in the KPA , . ',t th S'd I ' .. cd I . I'U was e 1 ama w lO uul.Lal I Ie 

reaction against the latecomers during the initial land distn'but',on the ct ' f h I , rea Ion 0 I C alccomcrs 

against the threat they encountered was largely directed against the Sidama. 

The Guji, Arsi and some Amhara had collaborated with the Sidama in the attacks against the 

Kembata and Hadiya. Both sides be1ieve that many non-Sidama were involved in buming and 

looting of the houses of the Kembata and Hadiya in all the four KPAs. The Kcmbala and !-Indiya 

are considered to be as one group and named Kembata mainly for the similarities or thcir language 

and onginaJ homeland. The conflict erupted in Wosha Soyama had e)(pandcd to othcr kebelles 

where inequaJity oflandholding was less prevalent. 

Before the July 1990 incident, as the conflict between the ex-chairman of the Wosha Soyama KI'A 

and his clique on the one hand and his opponents on the other became intense and threatened the 

power of the fanner in the soon to be held general election, The ex-chalmlCUl tried to mobilize 

support using his ethnic identity. In a letter written to the Woreda Administration OOicc on May 

IS, 1990 and signed by 24 individuals (including Lefebo himselQ who called themselves )nger 

shimaglewoch (elders of the area), They accused the Sidama, mainly the beleche sub·c1an, or , 
instigating ethnic violence against the Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita, They named 24 individuals 

(1 9 Sidama, 4 Amhara and one Gurage) as ring leaders in the attempt to oust the three groups rroI11 

Wando Genet. They urged the Office to keep Lefebo, "who has a good reputation or fighting 

ethnic discrimination, robbery and theft", as the KPA chairman in the soon to be held elcct ion 

(SHWAO). 

Similarly, after the July 19, 1990 incident, both parties tried to manipulate their ethnic identities and 

h fl
· h" In pcu'II'on wn'tten to the State Council WPE Central Political 

gave t e con let an et rue lonn, a ' 

8 d M
· . fIt at Affi .. ·rs, the Kembata and Hadiya claimed to be the firSl poople '0 

ureau an lfilstry a n em 
open up Wando Wosha before the revolution as chiseglla . They al so explained that the Sidama 
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had developed hatred against them becau f th "· • se 0 etf struggle for the implementation of the 
agrarian policy and called on the Government to take ' revo!ut",onary measu ' " h SOd res agatnst I e lama 
(ZWAO) 

As a counteraction, the Sidama made a simi] peal h " " " ar ap to t e same authonttcs accusmg the fonner 
of killing more than eight Sidama since they monopolized power for a decade. They charged the 

woreda and Regional Administrative and WPE officials of favouring the Kembata and urged the 

authorities to put Wendo Wosha under Sidamo Administrative Region where they could gct fair 

justice (ZW AO). 

As the above actions and counteractions of the two groups indicate, in the absence of fair and 

proper allocation of scarce resources, the competition for resources had turned into conflict which 

was expressed in ethnic tenns. Both groups realized the importance of controlling political power 

10 have access to resources and ensure social security. As the Sidama were larger in number and 

suffered from the injustice in an area they regarded as their homeland, ethnicity became secn as a 

legitimate means of organizing reaction against the "others". The ethnic based reaction of thc 

Sidama also initiated similar responses from the Kembata and Hadiya as well . 

Nonetheless, it is impossible to conclude that the conflict had a purely and exclusively ethnic 

dimension in which all members of an ethnic group were allied together. There were somc Kcmbata 

and Hadiya opposing the ex-chainnan and his clique and allied with the opposite groups. In a 

petition written to the woreda WPE office, Lefebo named 50 individuals as major instigators of 

unrest. Of them 30 were Sidama. 9 Amhara, 2 Oromo, I Gurage, 3 Wolayita and 5 Kcmbata and 

Hadiya. This show that initially the causes of the conflict had not been intrinsically ethnic in nature. 

Ethnic identity did not exclusively detennine an individual's position in the process of conflict. 

Individuals, in spite of their ethnic identities, may ally with the opponent of their ethnic group. 

, 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

CHANGES IN MODES OF ACCESS AND INTERETHNIC RELATIONS AFTER 1991 

5.1 MODEIFICA nONS OF ACCESS RULES 

The introduction of a Mixed Economic Policy and the related changes ' , I" M I m agranan po ICY In arc 1 

1990 had abolished some of the eJements of the former notorious agrarian policy in rural areas. It 

policy relaxed the grip of the govenunent on the rural peeple, ansI allowed fanners to lease their 

fannlands temporarily. The prohibition on the use of hired labour was also lifted. This paved the 

way for the operation of infonnal mechanisms of access to land (Dessa1egn, 1993; 1994), 

In Wondo Wosha, in the land redistribution following the abolition of the PPCs, most of the 

dispossessed fanners were given sorne amount land from the remaining Cooperatives holdings 

Those who were highly affected and located in marshy and stony lands were also given additional 

land as compensation. However, the landless farmers, mostly the youth who had never possessed 

land before, were excluded in all KPAs for shortage of arable lands. In general, fomlcr Piles 

members were still better off than most of the ex-private farmers both in quality and size of 

farmlands, 

The introduction of the Mixed Economic Policy has changed the previous rigid fomlal way of 

access to land only through membership to KPAs. With the possibility of transferring land to others 

in lease and use of hired labour, previous landless farmers began to acquire farmlands in different , 
forms. Contract, sharecropping and transaction are the three forms of land transfer. 

Contract is a mechanism in which a landowner transfers hislher use rights on the land to the lessee 

[or fixed amount of money for a specific years. It is commonly used by fanners who are shon of 

capital and/or labour. The two parties make a written agreement that would be ratified by the KI'A 

office. The lessor passes all the rights and obligations on the land (the right to use the land, paying 

d KPA tn'but"ons etc) to the lessee [or the period of the contract. It is the government tax an con . 
widely claimed type of arrangement in the area, though not practically always true. 

. to farmlands. in which a landless fanner 
Sharecropping is the second form of secunng access 

t of the produce 10 the landowner in return. Although 
operates a land and hands over some amoun . ' 

, h land wner varies dependms on their agreement, equal 
the amount of the produce g1Ven to le o 

. .' Unlike contract, in sharecropping the landowner 
sharing between the two parties IS qUite common. 
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does not relinquish hislher rights and ohlia.hons the I d . 
. 0-' on an . It IS usually preferred by non.farmcrs 

who acqUired land by purchase but live far from the farm Th ft . .' " ey 0 en Slve the land to a trustworthy 
and mdustnous farmer 10 the VIllage to operate it and ui . f O"ve a portion 0 the produce in return. 

The third form of access to farmland is through purchase Altho gh hi ·11 gal . . ' • U t 5 was I c both dunng the 

Derg peood and remaID so now, disguised as contract land transact· ·Ied · h . , IOns prevru In t c area SlIlCC 

the Mixed Economic Policy was issued. It is the most prevalent form of land transfer than the 

others (see details in next sub-topic), The increasing shift to sugar cane production and Inc 
possibility of employing hired labour made contract and sharecropping arrangements less 

significant, especially where irrigation is used. Scarcity of land and the smallness of available 

fannJand for a household restricted the possibility of transferring land in contract. Contract and 

sharecropping are more common in cereal producing parts of Gatu Onoma, where an average land 

holding of a household is higher than the other KP As. 

Although land is scarce and sometimes too small to produce household consumption, poor fanners 

in a serious problem (debt, illness, death etc.) do not have other alternatives except selling their land 

or a portion of it to acquire money. However, those who leave the area for various reasons arc the 

major source ofland for sale. The persistent ethnic conflicts since 1990 have contributed to the 

expansion of land market. It is more frequent in Wosha Soyama and Shesha Kekc1e, where soil 

fertility is high and irrigation is used. Absence of water for irrigation and the social insecurity 

resulting from by ethnic discontent have reduced the magnitude ofland transaction in Gotu Onollla 

The existence of land market contributed to the funher increase of KP A members in most kcbeJles. 

, 
5.2 DYNAMICS IN ETHNlC RELATIONS AND ETHNIC ALLIANCES AFTER 1991 

As mentioned earlier, the relationship between the Kembata. Hadiya and Wolayita on the one hand 

and early settlers on the other during the Derg period was unfriendly and characterized by mutual 

hatred. The Amhara who arrived relatively earlier than the other latecomers have developed bettCf 

and fiiendly relations with the early settlers. The traditional mechanisms of social bond fonnation 

have helped the Amhara to strengthen their tie with the Sidama, Arsi and Guji. Most of the Amhara 

had shared the feeling of the early settlers in their conflict against the other latecomer groups. 

D
. h D ·00 t a1 d·stress aO:l.inst the Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita had mitigated 

unngt e ergpen , muu I 0- .. ' . 
. e1 . nshi betWeen the Arsi and Sidama/GuJI for the tunc bcing. 

the deep-rooted uncordial r ano P . 
. . a1 titical condition following the fall of the Derg In May 1991 , 

However, the change III the nation po 

, 
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and the subsequent relative instability in rural had 

h 
. h' areas resumed the traditional conniet between 

t em Wit new connotatlons. As indicated' Chap . 
" In teT 3, the relationship of the Arsi with the Sidam3 

and Gujl was largely marked by h stility . . . ' .. o . war and nudmg. The Arsi had a long established 
anImoSIty and conflIct WIth both the Sidarna and !be Gu·· The . 

. . . ~I . protracted ennuty usually tunled into 
open armed conflIct WIth mmor pretexts igru·ted b indi ·dual The S· .. . . " y V1 s. ldama and the GUJI allied 
agamst the ArSl and the Arsi also did not differentiate !be tw . figh · . . 0 In Img. The protracted CllIlllly 

between the Sldarna and Arsi is responsible fi !be . or recurrent conflicts and anncd confrontations 
between them. 

, 

Un1ike the relations between the early and late settlers during the Dcrg period, the post- I991 

interethnic relations cannot be explained in economic factors alone. Just aner May 1991, this 

common confrontation between the two parties broke out . The protracted enmity is one of the 

major factors for the new conflict. Nnali (1989:25), in explaining the strength of protract cd enmity. 

wrote: 

... . Ethnic hostility, loyalty and identification are passed on to successive generations 
through the process of socialization. The family, press, private and public 
conversation and other agencies of socialization are infected by cthnicity. 
Therefore, even when the original basis of ethnicity, socio-economic competition 
among classes and individuals, is eliminated, there remains the problem posed by 
the internalized dimension. Under such conditions the persistence and sometimes 
growth of ethnicity is assured (Nnoli. 1989:25). 

In the first encounter between the Arsi and Sidam'3. after their unpremeditated alliance against the 

Kembata in 1990, the Guji were on the side of the Sidama. The Arsi in adjaccnt kebelles of , 
Shashemene Woreda (such as Borera, Sale, Giggessa and Meddo) were said to have participaH,'d in 

the figh ting. Although the fighting was rapidly put under control by EPRDF force, it eruptcd again 

in 1993 with new political connotations. Information from both sides indicates that the conflict cost 

the life of many people from both sides and more than five hundred houses were bumt to ashes, 

mainly in the adjoining areas of Gotu Onoma and the other KP As. The people residing in the area 

were fo rced to flee to other places. 

The conflict was related with the new national political policy and regional demarcation. Both the 

Imperial and the Derg govenunent had been adopting almost similar policy on the qucstion of 

th
· ·d .. d h · t· a1ism and adopted a centralized policy in which no recognition 

e me I entIties an et ruc na Ion 
. h . ·d ·t· Ethni·c and linguistic boundaries were barely used to organized 

was glven to et rue I enU ICS. 

d 
. . . . Th EPRDF led transitional government made a radical policy change on 

a mmlstraUve regions. e 
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the country's political system as soon as it held po 0 M . . wer In ay 1991. The new policy was based on 
feder.hsm, and federal regIons based on ethnie and r OO bou 0 0 . mgUlsuc ndaries were orgruuzed. l1lC 
policy of self-government was implemented in all newly estabrshed 0 0 0 . . . I . regions where local politIcal 
and admuustrauve posts are held by the local pee I .L _ __ ' 0 0 0 . . p e UlQll!Ietves. Ethnic based pohucal 
orgamzatJons have also flourished Thul! th li . ..., e new po cy paved the way for glorification of ethnic 
identities and ethnic nationalism. 

The 1993 conflict was related to this political development at a national level. The major cause of 

the conflict was the question as to where Wando Genet should belong in the new division of federal 

Regionso Previously, all parts of Won do Genet. except the four KPAs of Won do WO~1a, h"d been 

under Awassa woreda. Sidarno Administrative Region. while Wando Washa was under 

Shashemene Woreda, Shewa Administrative Region. In the new division, the SiduIl18 and their 

allies wanted the whole area, including Wando Wosha, to be put under Sidama Zone of SNN PR, 

while the Oromo (both the Arsi and Guji) argued that large parts of Wondo Genet (up to Bossa) 

should be under Shashemene Woreda ofOromiya Region. 

According to the new policy offedera1ism and self-government, ptttting an area under one's region 

offers some advantages to the people or some portion of the group members. The first issue related 

to regional demarcation was the possibility of holding political power at a Regional, Zonal. Woreda 

and KP A levels. The idea of self-govenunent was understood as preserving the political power of a 

region exclusively for the "indigenous people, to whom the region belongs". Thus, the regional 

demarcation of Wando Genet was perceived as having significant imponance for controlling the 

political power and asserting claim as "indigenous" to the area. 

The past years experience had provided a Jesson to both groups about the irnponancc of political 

power in resource allocation and obtaining "fair" justices. One of the repeated appeal of the Sidama 

to the government in the conflict against the Kembata and Hadiya in 1990 was to put Wondo 

Wosha under Sidamo Administrative Region, where they are "similar to the people of the region in 

I I d fl
O, "(ZWAO) Thu< the new policy and particularly the idea of o self-

anguage. cu ture an way 0 lie . ... 

d
o 0 , ak °tableJoustification to put Wando Wosha under Sidama Zone so as 

etenmnatlon was t en as a SUI 

to avoid further similar threat of "others" (ZWAO). 
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Other measures taken by both regions also reinJi ted he ' ' . . or t stove. Both Regions had changed their 
respectIve working and educatiooallanguages in elementary schoo ' . . . . Is. Dromo and Sldama languages 
(wntten m Latm scnpts) were introduced as working I ' . .. anguages of the respective regions, including 
JO courts. This action strengthened the opinion that ani "h I ' • . Y t e peep e of tile regIOn , whose language 
became the working language, would control political power. Furthennore. the introduction of 

Jocal languages in elementary schools made the contention more intense. The decision as to where 

the area would belong determines wbethet the Oro child ' mo ren would be taught In Sidama or I'ice 

\~rsa, The resentment of both groups about usmg' the other's part' Iar! he • I , ICU Y t opponent s anguagc. 

made the competition in the regional demarcation of Wando Wosha ' "1 I mo re VlgorOllS. IUS, I IC 

regionaJ demarcation of Wando Wosha had political. economic, social and psychological 

significance for both parties. 

One of the major new developments in interethnic relations after 1991 was the changes of all iance 

among the groups and formation of new coalitions between some of former conflicting groups The 

Guji, who had been fighting the Arsi for years along the Sidama, have reversed their position and 

joined the Arsi . The Kembata and Hadiya, who had confronted with the Sidama just a couple of 

years ago, have allied with the Sidama against the Cromo. 

The influence of ethnic based political organizations and the related revival of ethnic idcmitics and 

ethnic nationalism were responsible for the fonnation of alliances between the previously conflicting 

Arsi and Guji Oromo. The Oromo People Democratic Organization (OPDO) cadres werc working 

among the Guji to incite Oromo ethnic nationa1ism and strengthening their ethnic feeling as an 

Oromo. Six OPDO cadres were working in Wando Genet in a newly opened office in Entaye KPA 

from July 1992 to January 1993. They played a crucial role in inciting Oromo nationalist fccling 

among the Guji . The active political work and revival of ethnic nationalism as an Oromo. finally led 

to a reconciliation ceremony between Arsi and Guji in which notable elders from both sides 

panicipated. In the ceremony it was stressed that as both groups are fellow Oromo, belonging 10 

the same group and speak the same language, the conflict between them so far had been an aCI of 

fratricide. Both groups pledged to treat each other as brothers and ft"om now onward. 

II h
eal I ed CruCl'a1 role in brinoing about an alliance between thc twO 

-owever at er lactors so P ay a r:r 
" ' h L_ ccess to political and economic resources is the other major 

groups. The mtentlon to ave ,-,,",uer a . . 
factor which dictated the formation of the alliance. The introduction of loca1 1anguages III Ofi lCCS 

, f he tw groups together. Both sides, thus, had reckoned Ihe 
and schools brought the mterests a t a 

advantage of making reconciliation for their mutual interests. 
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As the Guji changed their position and sided with the Arsi 
'ed ' h h S'd C . • members of the latecomer ethnic groups 

alh WIt tel ama, ertam factors had dictated th d " . . e ecJSlon of the latecomers in allying with the 
Sidama agamst the Oromo, The first factor was the hieall ' . . . . geograp ocallQn of the area. The number 
oflatecomers hvmg m S,dama dominated areas is t ....... er than the A .. hob' , -~ rsl In lied Gotu Onollla nlCY 
also share most of the problems and consequences of the fin"t ' , h ' 1>" mg agrun~ I e Arsl As settlement 

plays a crucial role in determining one's position in conflict th 'ded ' h h ' I , ey 51 WIt t c group WlI I whom 

they live very closely. Moreover, Wando Wosha was temporaril; put under Sidama Zone al the 

time of the conflict (a special committee had made a brief survey about the area and the ethnic 

composition. according to which the Sidama and their allies outweighed the Oromo). Thus, the 

previously conflicting Hadiya and Kembata had already made peace with the Sidama. 

Estimation of balance of military power between the major combating parties was the other factor 

for choosing the Sidama against the Oroma. The Sidama constitute the single largest group and are 

considered as winners in the competition for the regional demarcation of the area as well as in 

military combat. Thus, the latecomers decided to side with the winners. There was also a long 

established general perception among the latecomers of considering the Arsi as militant and 

aggressive. Some Oromo activists accuse the Amhara for spreading propaganda which dcpicts Ihc 

Arsi as barbarious and warlike. Religion was also involved in the propaganda to get support. As 

most of the Sidama and late settlers are Christians and the Arsi are predominantly Muslim, a 

rumour was spread that ifWondo Genet were put under Oromiya Region and if the Arsi cont rolled 

the political power in the area, they would impose religious discrimination against the Christians. 

Perhaps, one of the most important factors why for the Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita sided \..,jl h 

the Sidama was the massive displacement of their fellow group members from the Drama 

dominated KPAs of Shashemene Woreda. Large number of Kembata, Hadiya and the Wolayit a 

were displaced from their farms and houses by the Oromo in 1991 and denied the right to return 

until now. According to the Shashemene Branch of Ethiopian Red Cross Society, which was giving 

them aid, about 1770 households (with 6911 members) were displaced from 14 KI'As of Ihe 

cia 0 f h al d
' I ced household' about 87 percent (1540 households) were Kembala, 

wore . ut a t etot Ispa ... 
Hadiya and Wolayita (ERCSSHB). Some of the KPAs from where they were d~vcn out ,arc close 

d 
' ced sporadic skirmishes with the Sldama. 1 hus, the 

to Wando Wosha and ha expenen 
, ' d W I 't from Oroma dominated KPAs of Shashelllcne had 

dIsplacement of Kembata, Hadlya an 0 a)'l a 

ed 
' 'ty of the latecomers if the area would be put under 

threatened the already escalat msectlO 

Oromiya Region. , 
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In spite of the formation of new ethnic alr . .. lances, some indiViduals hay ·ded . h h 
their ethnic group for different reaso So .. e 51 wtt t e enemy of 

ns. me of the Gu)1 and Arsi r ·· . 
areas and/or affiliated with th S.dama . Ivmg In deep S.dama dominated 

e I refrained fro cf I · .. 

I 
.a1 bo d m a lve y mvolvmg In the conflict Place of 

sett ement. SOCI n 5 (through marri e and . , 

h fr 
... th figh' as bl<Kxt) and fear of possible retaliation prevent ed 

t em om JOining e tmg. Similarl some . . ., y, late settlers In Gatu Onoma (mainly Amhara) 
remained With the Ar>i or retreated to other Arsi inhab·ted KP ' . I As lor safety. 

One of my Arnhara informant living in Gotu One KP A . . . rna IS a good example of the ethnic cross-

cuttmg alhance. He carne to Wando Wow in 1965 in search f I d fr 9 an am North Shewa He 

developed good relations with the Arsi living in the area. He established social bonds with many 

. con let, e passive y remamed Arsi families some of whom are living in other /rebel/es In the 1990 n· h . I . 

with the Arsi. When the conflict was expanded to luis living area and threatened the safety of his 

family. his family took refuge in Meddo KPA in one of his friends (jala) home. His young children 

remained in Meddo even after the conflict was over until peace is completely restored. 

5.3 SOCIO-POLmCAL IMPACTS OF THE CONFLICT 

The new ethnic conflict has brought certain social, economic and demographic consequences. The 

most observable effect of the conflict was the increase of the cleavage between the conflicting 

groups. The traditional conflict between the Arsi and Sidama was has recently been given 3 new 

political dimension. It also escalated the feeling of insecurity among the latecomers, especially 

among those who arrived relatively recently and were not yet fully integrated with the community. 

Many ofthem had left the area, especially those who were living il) mainly from Gotu Onol11a. The 

decentralization of the administrative regions, the increasing ethnic nationalism among the early 

settlers and the impact of the only year old collectiv€: retaliation against them have further CSCc.'\lated 

the feeling of insecurity among the Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita. In deep Oromo dominated 

villages of Gotu Onoma., the Arsi forcefully took the fann1ands of some of the Sidama and their 

allies . 

The conflict has also changed the pattern of settlement. As explained earlier, the larger pan ofGotu 

Onoma is inhabited by Arsi and most of the SidaJTIa in the kebelle were living in areas adjoining 

Wosha Soyama and Shesha Kekele. The Belle area is regarded as a traditional borderline between 

the Sidama and the Arsi . The houses and properties of the Sidama and their allies Gotu Onoma and 

the western parts of Shesha Kekele and Wotera Kechema were burnt and looted. They were forced 
. . .nhab. ed mostly to Wosha Soyama where many of them later 

to retreat mto the Sidama I It areas, 

, 
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bought small plots for bouse making and settled tl permanen y. Even after peace was est ed hey 
declined to return to their previous areas . r or • t 

. However, most of them slill retain their fannlands in 
Gotu Onoma and are members of the KPA Co . . ' nsequently, In Gotu Onema the number of 
taxpaymg farmers IS larger then the number of the h hold . . ouse s regtstered In the 1994 lUuional 
Population and Housing Census. The number of househ Id . 1990 . o S In was 420 (WIth 2363 

members), while in the 1994 census only 377 hooseholds (Wl'th I 752 bcr ) . , mem s were registered 

(CSA, 1994). Currently the number of tax payer farmers of the KPA is 464 (AWDF). 

The discrepancy between the number of the households living in the Jrebclle and those registered as 

KPA members is the result of the resettlement of the Sidama and some of their allies in other 

kebelles where they were registered in the Census. while remaining1<.PA members of Galli OnOI11I1. 

One afmy infonnants from Gotu Onoma, T.Q. is an example of the settlement strategy adopted by 

the people in the conflict. T.Q is a Sidarna living in Golu Onoma near the College of Forestry. He 

became member of the KP A in 1978 as a wotat gebere (young fanner) and given one hectare of 

land in Belle. When his land was taken by State Forest Project in 1984/5, he was given 0.6 h(.'Ctare 

of land in Gotu area as a substitute. Later, 0.15 hectare of it was taken in a redistribution and he 

was fanning 0.45 hectare until he was given additional 0.4 hectare ncar his horne in the 1990 

general redistribution. Until the 1993 ethnic conflict, he was operating the two plots in GOIu and 

near his home. In the conflict between the two groups, T.Q and his family were forced to rctrc.ll to 

Wosha Soyama, where some of his relatives are living. After peace was restored, he was afraid ofa 

possible Arsi attack and did not farm his land in Getu. The people in the area took his land in Gatu, 

along with the lands of some other Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita In the uncertainties thaI 

prevailed on him and his family, he bought 0.1 hectare of and ITom an Oromo (from Harar) in 

Wosha Soyama and built a house. Currently he is living in both hoU6CS. 

L
'k . h 0 . S'darna d mma' ted areas were victims of similar actions and retreated into 
I CWlse, t e romo m I 0 

G 0 M 0 ho ere threatened by the conflict sold their lands in Wosha Soyama 
Olu noma. any romo w W 

d I aI 
. h h ' ki _o;n!y ',n Gotu Onoma As the Arsi living in Sidama dominated 

an sett e ong Wit t elr It, " .... 

KPA 
'h be f people displaced from other kebclle to Getu Oooma was smaller 

s were lew, t e num r a 

than the non-Oromo retreated from Gotu Oooma. 

. .. W sha Soyama is inhabited by the Sidanl3 and other laIC 
In Shesha Kekeie, the areas adJommg 0 .. . 

. .. Gotu Onoma is dominated by the GUJI and Arsl Oromo 
settlers while the western Side adjacent to , 
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There were few Sidama and Arsi in areas d . 
, S.d d· onunated by the othen; res . I lew 1 ama IspJaced by community n pectlve y. Moreover, other 

. orest development were I . 
Dooma. Duong the conflict, these peo I .. . re ocated In areas adjoining Gotu 

p e res"ling In the areas d . 
the first victims of the attacks from the. olTUnated by the other group were 

oppogte group. Thu~ they ob . 
areas where their kinsmen lived. But nlik th '" were hged to withdraw into 

, u e ose livtmg In Gotu Onoma and 
did not settle in other kebelle but simpJ han ed . Wosha SoyamR. they 

• y c g theu' place of residence within the KPA. 

Table 5.1: Ethnic composition ofWosba So yama and Cotu Onoma KPAs in 1990 and 1998. 

No Ethnic Group Washa Soyama Gotu Onoma 

In 1990 In 1998 In 1990 In 1998 

No. % No. % No. % No. % 

I. Sidama 211 38.9 548 46.1 113 26.9 96 207 

2. Oromo (both Arsi and 57 10.5 126 10.6 
Guji) 

104 24.7 195 42.0 

3. Wolayita 82 15.1 142 11.9 94 22.4 89 19.2 

4. Kembata and Hadiya 129 23 .8 132 11.1 86 20.5 51 11.0 

5. Amhara 45 8.3 199 16.7 23 5.5 28 6.0 

6. Gurage 15 2.8 19 1.6 2 0.4 -- --

7. Tigre 3 0.6 2 0.2 -- -- -- --

8. Unknown -- -- 22 1.8 3 0.7 --

Total 542 100 119 100 ~ 420 100 464 100 

0 

SQurce: 1990 Survey. Awassa Woreda Department of Finance 

The other change related to the new political policy and shift of Administrative Region of the four 

kebelles is in the KPAs power holding. In the general election held just before the fal l of Ocrg, the 

Sidarna, Arsi, Guji and Arnhara held key PA posts. A rew Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita, who had 

been victims of the previous system and had a good reputation among the people, were included 

After 1991 the key posts in the three KP As., except Goto Onoma. were held by the Sidama. whose 

language is the working language of the Zone. 10 Gotu Onoma, most of the KPA leadership 

members are Oromo. 
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Although Sidama language is an official wo,,"nn Ian .~.. guage of the Zone. it is not st ' l obed 
among those who do not speak it. In all four e1 nCt y serv 

ementary schools of the area, h " .. ' I sed since September 1992 Th 0 'eVer, It 15 SlnCl y 
u ' e Doqe elementary 11001 ' • SC In Gotu Oooma is reponed as 
temporanly closed because of the controversy. It is now w rki . S'd • 0 ng In I ama language though 11'1051 

of the students are SaJd to be Oromo speakers The " • . . change of mstp.!ctJonal languagc in elementary 
schools, along wtth the prevalence of insecurity has ' . ' ' contnbuted to the departure of many Kcmbal8, 
Had,ya and Wola)'lta young dependents, 

The conflict also increased the prevailed ethni t ' and d' , C eI1SIon ISCOUraged the amval of additional latc 

settlers into Wando Wosha. As indicated in previous chapter' the ' 1" ca1 d" d ' ... SOClo-po III con Itlon unng 

the Derg period had facilitated the coming ofKembata, Hadiya and Wolayita to the area using their 

ethnic networks. The new political development and the escalating ethnic tensions have forced 

some of the latecomers to leave the area. The departure of the latecomers and the arrival of new 

members of the early settler groups changed the ethnic composition of the population of the area 

In the three KPAs, except Gotu Onoma, the Sidama constitute the majority of the recently arrived 

people, 

In fact, the confrontation between the Sidama and the Arsi in Wondo Genet is the continuat ion of 

the conflict of the two groups along their common border areas, Along the borderlines of the two , 
groups in AJaba, Siraro (north oflake Awassa), Kofelle, Guguma and Shalo are the common battle 

grounds of the two groups. In time of conflict they exchange support with their kin in other areas 

For instance, in the violent armed confrontation between the two groups in 199112 in Guguma. the 

Sidama in Wando Genet were supporting their kin in the fighting, Their allies in Wando Genet. 

mostly the town dwellers of Kella, made financial contributions to the Sidama fighting against the 

Arsi in Guguma. Actions and counteractions in other areas, therefore, affect interethnic relations 

and particularly the relationship of the two groups in Wondo Wosha, 

5.4 FICfIVE ETHNIC IDENTiTY AND SOCIAL BOND FORMA nON 

Ethnicity and ethnic identity are glorified and flourish in time of competition and conflict among 

E h
' 'd " ' I ted to mobilize support and initiate collective action. Thus, the 

groups, t rue I entity IS marupu a ' 

s. rth f h
' bo d' 's detemu'ned by the rewards for which groupS compete, As JloOO 

reng 0 et rue un anes I ' ' 
remarked (1990:182), ethnic boundaries are directly proportional to the pnVlleges a group 

, , Accordingly a group controlling more scarce economic and 
mamtams and wants to preserve. ' 
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political resources develop hard bounda.y , 

bo d 
' • while othen deprived of them usually create soft 

un anes. 

In spite of the persistence of ethnic boundari 
es, as Banh noted (1969:23), people always Illove 

across them and change their ethnic identities U . . co ectlveiy as well as individually. The movement of 
personnel across ethnic boundaries and adoption of 'd " , new I entities, however, are subJcct to the 
approval and acceptance of the members of the ~oup As boundari "~~~ " d " f 

C" . es ~me nS! In Illlles 0 
competition and conflict, mobility is usuaIJy difficult. 

On the other hand, there are certain mechanisms of crea':ng fiC!' hni 'd ,. d I' , \J Ive et C I entities an onnatlon 

of special social bonds. These mechanisms affiliate aln outsider with members of another group and 

entail certain rights and obligations to all or some of the group members. Outsiders IIl.1nipuialc 

these mechanisms in order to gain certain economic advantages and social security. 

In Wando Wosha. among the Oroma (both the Arsi and Guji) an outsider can embrace fictive 

Oroma identity in a tradition called lel/eba. Lelleba literally means to declare or announcc loudly. 

but its other metaphoric meaning refers to a mechanism in which ;in outsider (not necessarily non­

Oromo, but non-Arsi or non-Guji), becomes a fully fledged member of the group with the right s 

and obligations membership entails to him. To get into lel/eha. the outsider should lirst develop 3n 

intimate fiiendship with certain notable family of the group, and extends similar relation with oth(""f 

members of the group. After sometime, he may ask for lelleha through his mend. Considering his 

trustwonhiness, moral, and good conduct, the elders of the group may finally allow him to int er 

into lel/eba. Then, he petforms a ceremony in which he slaughters an ox and is blessed by ciders 

and accepted as a member of the group. There after, he will be treated as a member of the group 

both by the group members and outsiders. He will take all the kin and sub-clan (be/be/a) of his 

friend as his kin and belbela. It is incestuous for him and his family to many from the sub-clan. 

Lel/eba also entails cenain rights and obligations on the person. He has a right to get suppor1 from 

the group members in times of problem, conflicts. feuds, etc .. Similarly, he is accountable in the 

group's conflicts, feuds and actions pertaining to collective responsibility on the group. He is also 

obliged to contribute for blood money. I 

Lel/eba is perfonned mainly for security and economic reasons. An outsider, co~ing fr~rn other 

areas and detached from hislher original ethnic tie. usually confronts certam phYS'~ and 
.. ". " "d f ther DrOOP'S members. Thus, affiliating oneself With the 

psychologIca1 msecunty hvmg amI st a a C' 
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local group by embracing fictive ethnic identi red .. . 
ty uces this msecunty. Economic factors also 

encourage lelleba as outsiders wish to possess " . properties tn deep rural areas dominated by other 
ethnic group members. 

As privileges emanating from clan membershi beco . p me less Important and as other factors mainly 
settlement area, become more important in d . . .. . ' etenrurung an indiVIdual's social and economic 

positions, the social ~gnificance of lelleba is currently decl·· 'I W nd . lIung. n 0 0 Genet, In the past 

decade only two individuals are reported as adopting fictive Guji and Arsi identities through lelleha 

The first one was an Amhara and motivated by econorru·c 'act h ssesscd . Ii or as e po property III deep 

ruraJ area. The second one was an Oromo fr W U d ·· . om 0 ega an active In the current Orolllo"SLdam3 

controversy. His active involvement in inciting GuJi nationalist feeling as Oromo has resulted in 

hostile attitude and threat from the opposite groups. To counterbalance the threat, he increasingly 

attached himself with the Guji and, finally adopted fictive Guji identity of Abaye sub-clan through 

lelleOO. 

The second and less strong fonn of establishing relations among the Oromo (both the Arsi and 

Guji) is called Harma Oiterally meaning breast). In harma an outsider establishes jictivc patcmal 

relationship in which he becomes equivalent to a son. Harma, like lel/eba, is the result of a long 

time fiiendship between the outsider and a member of the group. The families of the two I>crsons 

will treat each other like blood relatives. Hanna also involves a cer~mony in which the outsider will 

take gifts, including honey and a bull or goat/sheep, to the home of his friend. In the ceremony the 

nipple of the man will be smeared with honey and the outsider suckles it the way a baby suckles his 

mother's breast. It symbolizes the adoption of the man as a son. There after, the two families would 

create strong bond and help each other in times of problem. However, unlike Jelleba, hanna ent ails 

limited rights and obligations on both sides. The outsider will remain with hislher original ethnic 

identity. He/she is also free from accountability in actions that entail collective resjX>llsibility (such 

as feuds homicides) contributions for bridewea1th or blood money, and incest with the patron sub-, , 
clan. Hanna also does not require the approvaJ and blessing of the clan leaders and ciders. The 

Sidama a1so have an almost identical tradition offonning social ties, called Imil/o qellino (suckling 

breast) with similar rights, obligations and ceremony. 
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Harma and unino qenino were common during the 1m ·al · . pen rtgIme, maJ.n1y between the early 
settlers and the Amhara, but OJrrentiy their effecti .. . .. .. veness and ma~rutude dechned. They may not 
help to protect mdiVlduals m tllne of ethnic conflict between the tw I e ·· ..•. o groups. nlommllQn 'hulC3tC 
that in the post-1991 ethnic conflict many Amhara h had . . • W 0 developed hamIG relation With the 

Arsi were attacked by the Arsi or forced to flee from the area. During this lime, the Arsi were 

reponed as saying "Harman Gogan Jiml" (now the breast has dried) 10 indicate the failu re of the 

system to protect outsiders. 

The third and simplest form of social bond formation is called Jala (friendship). It is an ordinary 

bond of friendship fonned between the families of an outsider and member of a dominant group. It 

is infonnal and does not have a specific ceremony associated with it. Jala also docs not elltail 

specific rights and responsibilities except moral obligations of visiling each other. invitation in 

ceremonies and exchange of gifts. However, it is the first step for the other types of bond formation 

(Lel/eha and Harma). Just like hanna and UllillO qellillO, Jala is less effective during ethnic 

confliets between the groups of the two individuaJs. 

Besides ethnic identity, be it originaJ or fictive, settlement aJso has an important role in making 

decisions in times of ethnic conflict. Individuals usuaJly strive a baJancc between loyalty to their 

settlement area and ethnic identity in deciding their position in a conmet. In addition to economic 

factors, degree of ethnic sentiment, direct involvement in the confrontation and the living area of 

close relatives also influence an individual's role in an ethnic confrontation. Moreover, social 

interactions and possible marriage aJliance with members of other ethnic groups anccl an 

individual's involvement in ethnic conflicts. 

. fl· th case example in page 78 illustrated even if the Arnhara were 
In the post-1991 ethnic con let, as e '. 

. . f h S·d group some of them living in Gotu Onoma had remallled 
saJd to be onthesldeo tel amaas a , . . . 

'safi L'kewise, many Gujl remained Wit h the 
with the Arsi and later fled to deep Oromo areas lor ety. I . 

. . ha th had changed their ethnic identities. Caicuiatlllg thc 
Sidama. However, this does not mean t t ey . 

.' . I remained in their area, while others were forced 
advantages and constraints It entails. they pas5lve Y , 
to flee to where their kin are living. 
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5,5 CHANGES IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUcnON 

5,5.1 Cash Crop Production 

One of the major changes induced by scar 'ty f 
CI 0 natural resources was . , ' 0 

production of high yield and high . a gro\.VIng s 1111 to 
pnce cash crops. Cash crop production is introduced in Wando 

Wosha long ago. Sugar cane, chat, ellset (false banana) , potatoes, coffee, carrots, cabbages, red 
beats, tomatoes and other vegetables and fiuits ha been fami!, 
. AI h h fIi ve Jar products of the area for a long 

time. t aug co ee had been the pri h . . mary cas crop before 1975, the coffee disease thaI sprc.1d 
rapIdly In the area reduced the significance of its producti In add" h . . on. ltlOn, t e repealed dIsplacement 
of fanners for vanous reasons reduced the productio f Ili d h . n 0 co . ee an at cr perenmal crops 

(avocados, papayas, chat, etc.) that take long time to grow. 

The availability of water for irrigation promoted the shift to cash crop production. In fact, the usc 

ofinigation enabled fanners to sustain their ~velihood with a very small amount of land (sometimes 

as small as 0.1 hectare), by producing high price crops two or more limes annually. llie lucrative 

market fo r the products also encouraged the shift to cash crop production. Many mcrchants and 

brokers usually come to Wando Wosha to purchase agricultural products directly from fanns. 

, 
The agricultural knowledge of the latecomers a1so contributed to the shift, particularly to the 

expansion of production of carrots, red beats, cabbages and other vegetables. The homelands of the 

Kembata and Hadiya are well known for high population pressure and shortage of arable land. As a 

result, the people developed different adaptive strategies over time, including labour intensive 

agricultural systems and production of selected crops. They applied their knowledge in Wando 

Wosha where the environment and the rich resources are conducive for production of these crops 

Currently, in irrigatable areas, sugar cane surpasses other crops, including potato, which was the 

dominant crop grown a few years ago. The expansion of sugar cane production is related with the 

current high price for the product in the market. In Gotu Onoma and other areas wherc irrigation is 

not developed, maize is the dominant crop produced with rain·feed agriculture. 

Th 
. t' . I raJ od ctJ'on and the capacity to produce two or morc timcs annually 

e In enSlve agncu tu pr u 

r
. I bo h "-, cer--' fianru'ng In other words. as fanners Slrive 10 produce 

eqUires more a ur t an nun·ltoU t:aI . 

m 
. Id fr 'f I d, they apply more labour on it. ThUs. irrigated farming needs more 

ore Yle s am a umt 0 an ~ 

labour than rain-fed agriculture. Traditional labour exchange mechanisms, mainly debo and wOlljeJ, 
, hough their importance is now declining. 

have been common in the area for long time, t 
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In debo, a farmer summons other farmers (usuall hi Iii d ' . 
Y s en S. kin and neighbours) to help him in his 

fiIrm for a day. He prepares food and drinks for them The d '. 
. . egree of hiS sooaJ relationship and the 

amount of labour he requtres detennine the number fl " . . 
o peop e participating 10 the debo He is 

indebted to the farmers for their labour and works on thei fi . . 
r arms In retum when they reqUIre 

labour. In wonJel, the fanners fonn a wOrking party in which .... , k . 
"""1 wor s on each others' fanns In 

tum. The number of the people participating in wOlljei is usually smaller than that in debao TIlcrc is 

also an oxen exchange. calJed meqenajo, among cereal producing farmers, in which farmers with 

only one ox yoke and plough each farm for equal days. 

Diminishing of fannlands, shift to sugar cane production and the jX>ssibility of using hired labour 

reduced the importance of the traditiona1 labour exchange methpds. Household labour is often 

enough to cultivate the usually less than half hectare of land owned by a household on average 

Those who face labour shortage hire landless fanners and seasonal migrants. Large numlx.'f's of 

seasonal labourers. main1y Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita, were came to Wondo Wosha during 

harvesting seasons, especially when potatoes and maize were the dominant crops produced They 

arrive in June, to harvest maize and depart in September and comeback in November for harvcsting 

potato which lasts until January. The decline of maize and potato production in favour of sugar 

cane (which needs less labour than potatoes), and the past years ethnic conflict are rcsJXlllsible for 

the decrease of seasonal migrant labourers in Wondo Wosha. 

Scarcity of land also led farmers to apply more fertilizer and abandon fal lowing. YibcltaJ's SUlVCy 

conducted eight years ago indicated that the fertilizer application ofWosha Soyama KPA was 79 

percent. while fal lowing was only 0. 1 per=t of the total arable land (Vibeltal, t99 t). Currently, 

with the shift to sugar cane production, fallowing seems to be none at all as every inch of land is 

covered by sugar cane, ensel and other crops. 

5.5.2 Land Transaction. 

. P li in March 1990 paved the way for land transfers in 
The introduction of the Mixed EconolTllc 0 cy . 

. d ctions disguised as contracts, arc prevalent In 
different fonns, including transactions. Lan transa , . 

. . th earl 1990's and the subsequent dlsplaccment of 
Wondo Wosha. The social COnflicts smce e y . . 

al affected settlement pattern as e.xplamcd In the 
people. have reinforced the land markets. They so 

previous sub-topic. 
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Ethnic conflicts and the prevalent social ~ forced some of the late settlers to leave Wondo 

Wosha. In the 1990 conflict., many late settlers, especially those who were involved in the political 

system of the Derg or were believed to have involved in it, had felt insecure and sold their lands to 

leave the area. The change of Government and the new ethnic politics have increased the anxiety of 

the late settlers living amidst early settler groups. and many of them preferred to sclltheir land and 

leave the area. The early settlers and some of the late settlers, who are well integrated with the local 

community, purchased the plots. 

Land transactions also enabled large numben of non-farmers to hold land through purchase. Some 

of them are town dwellers engaged in different businesses, but registered as taxpayer fantlers In 

addition to population increase, transactions intensified fragmentation and diminishing of fannlands 

Some of the farmers, on the other hand, are engaged in different economic activities including 

trade, and, in fact, it is difficult to apply the tenn fanner to some of them. 

Land markets a1se initiated the arrival of members of the early settlers, mainly the Sidama, from 

neighbouring areas. The number of taxpayer fanners in all KPAs has shown striking increase in 

recent years. The increase is more dramatic in Wosha Soyama. The following table shows the 

growth in the four KP As for a decade. 

Table 5.2: Number of taxpayers in the each KPA for the years. 

Vear Number ofTaxpayers 

Shesha Kekele Wotera Kechema Gotu Onoma 
Wosha Soyama . 383 • .. 

1986/87 558 

690 520 420 
1989/90 542 

540 
_ .. 

1992193 558 716 

816 728 468 

1996197 1190 

• data is not available. 
di1 Departments of Finance . 

Source: Shashemene and Awassa Wore 
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As the table indicates. the growth is highest in W sha So . . . 0 yama followed by Shesha Kekele and least 
in Gotu Onoma. Soil fertility and the resu!ting variati · .. .. on 1R productiVIty of the land are the major 
factors for the difference m population size among KP As I W sha . n 0 Soyama, the availability of rich 

water resources and fertile soils attracted more people into th K bell N ' . . e e e, on-Iamlcrs also preferred 
to acqUire land In Wosha Soyama where high productio fcash . . .... n 0 crop IS poSSible usmg Imgallon 

Consequently. land transactions are much more prevalent in Wosha Soyarna followed by Shcsha 

Kekele and Wotera Kecberna. As a resu1t, population d-o;ty and land fragmen . .... _ tatlon are more 

pronounced in Wosha Soyama. On the contrary. absence of irrigation, less fertility ofthc soil and 

the impact of the recurrent etlmic conflict reduced the intensity ofland transactions in Gotu Onoma. 

and resulted in relatively lower population density and land fragmentation. 

, 
However it is striking that the number afta:< payer fanners grew very significantly in 1996/97. In 

Wosha Soyama, the number of Carmen; in 1995/96 was 765. In 1996197 it increased by 425 (55 6 

percent) to reach 1190. In Shesha Kekele and Wotera Kechema, similar increases are reported by 

the KPAs leadership. One of the factors for the increase in this particular year was the registration 

of the previously tax exempted fanners and non-farmers, who acquired land in purchase, as 

taxpayers. As tax is paid on the basis of annual income, those who hold 0.1 hectare were exempted 

from the obligation. The Wosha Soyama KPA leaders indicate that in 1996/97 these people 

requested to pay and registered as taxpayers and augmented the total number of taxpayers in the 

KPA. 

The request to pay tax and the subsequent increase of the taxpaying farmers. are the results of the 

reactions of the people to possible future Goverrunent actions. They expect some kind of general 

I d ed
· 'b' . h future by the RPOional State This expectation is strengthened by the 

an r Istn utlon m t e near ..... 0' . 
. . R . aI St t . 1996197 The people learnt a lesson in the 

similar action taken by the Amhara eglon a em · ~ 

1990 ed
· 'b' . hi h the landless farmers were excluded from it. Only those who were 

r Istn U1100, m w C . mad landless and those who were transferred from Ihe College 
pa)'lng tax before they were e . tho who possess very small plots of land and were exempted 
domam were allotted land. Thus, se . f ' taX to be considered as fulJnedged fanners 
1T0m income tax recognized the unportance 0 paymg 

and to be eligible in the future possible redistribution. 

aI k 
·milar actions to maintain their holdings in the 

Th h h Id than average land so too 51 ose Woo more . and ' ed hem · 1 the name of ____ tied out their land reg>ster I 11 

possible redistribution. They usually 1""- . ery young 10 be . and children who are sometimes v 
dilferent household memberS, usually Wives 
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registered as farmers. These actions have increased the number of fanners in the KP As wid"",. 

equivalent actual increase of households. 

In addition to fertility, the price of a plot ofland is determined by the relative security of the lime 

and where the plot is located. In areas where conflict is high and skinnishes are frequCflt , prices are 

low. Al so, when ethnic conflict and social tension are mounting, land prices decrease. During the 

1990 conflict between the Kembata and Sidama and in later period of Arsi-Sidama connicts, land 

was sold for low prices. A very fertile balfhectare plot ofland ~ reponed to have been sold for birr , 
1000 in 1990/91. Currently, similar land costs bi" 12,000 to 16,000. However, in spite of the , 
increase in price, land is hardly available for saJe at present. Increasing land transactions resulted in 

diminishing of fann size and inequality of holdings. The size of fanners' holdings has shown 

significant decrease since the last redistribution in 1990. 

Table 5.3: Distribution of households ofWosha Soyama and Gotu Onoma by landholding. 

Land Size Wosha Soyama Gotu Onoma 

(in ba.) 
Frequency Size of Land Frequency Land 

(m ha.) (in ha.) 

36.75 II 1.1 0 
0.10-0.15 365 

79.85 99 25.90 
0.20-0.30 J25 

54.85 68 27.20 
0.35-0.40 140 

21.50 
67.65 43 

0.45-0.50 138 
1320 

73.75 22 
0.55-0.60 124 

4830 
24.40 69 

0.65-0.70 35 34.40 
16.70 43 

0.75-0.80 21 090 
6.25 I 

0.85-0.90 7 101.00 
28.05 101 

1.00-1.25 27 
7 10.50 

12.50 
above 1.25 8 284 00 

400.75 464 

Total 1190 

do """anment of FinanCe . Source: Awassa Wore ......... ., 
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As the above table shows, the ineqUality is me . 
. re Pronounced m Wosha Soyama wher 58 

of the total population (690 farmers) hold onl 291 e percent y . percent of the total arable I d (' 0 I 0 3 
ha. each and a total of 116.6 ha). Currently the av hold' an I.e .. to 
. . . enge mg of a household in Wosha $oyama 
IS 0,33 hectare. while m Gotu Onoma it is 0.61 hectare. 

5.5.3 Cattle Production 

Diminishing of land, shift to cash crop production and ethnic conflict have had some effects on 

cattle production. Absence of pasture land brought tremendous changes in cattle resources of the 

area. Individuals had already abandoned reserving land for pasture long ago and land preserved for 

community grazing are mostly unproductive (marshy and rocky). With the decrease of grll1jng 

land, farmers have greatly reduced the number of cattle they keep. The cattle population is found \0 

be indirectly proportional to agricultural intensification. In W~sha Soyanla, where intensive 

agriculture using irrigation is common. the cattle population is small. In cereal producing Gotu 

Onoma, fanners possess a greater number of cattle and pasture them in the uncuhivablc lands and 

at the bottom of Abara mountain. In Shesha Kekele and Wotera Kechema, where small community 

pasture lands exist (mostly marshy lands), farmers have more cattle than in Wosha Soyama. 

Scarcity of pasture, as explained in the previous chapter, is one of the basic causes of conflict 

between fanners and organizations, 

The recurrent ethnic conflict is the other factor accounting for the decrease in the cattle population 

in the area. In ethrUc fighting, cattle are the major war booties, Increased ethnic fighting resulted in 

a high degree of cattle raiding on both sides. Fear of raids led some of the famlers, especially the 

latecomers to reduce the number of cattle they keep. The shift to sugar cane production also 
• . . ltural od ct'on Thus the people resorted to keeping 

lessens the Importance of oxen for agncu pr u 1 . , . 

'Ik I I cal od em' g areas. oxen are still the crucial means of production and 
011 cows on y. n cer pr u 

. On th th hand ""gar cane production helped to 
fanners still keep them alongSide cows. e 0 er , 

alleviate the problem of pasture as its upper part is used fur animal foed. 

5.6 COOPERATION ASA RESULTOFSCARCm 

. ft associated with conflict, it is also a means for 
Although competition for scarce resources IS 0 en . ' . I 't the limited resources fairly and effiCiently 
developing cooperation among users 10 order to exp 0 1 . f .' . obli ed the users to develop effiCient means 0 

In Wondo Wosha, use of ungatton water has g 

cooperation to use the resource fairly equaJly. 
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It should be noted that the rich water resource ' , , ~ the l1laJor f.ctor ,hat mak W nd r _ _ 
attractive for settlement, agricu1tura1 nt-nA. • ...:. es 0 a u\.-'1Cl 

I"~on, tounsm and establ'shmen f ' , , 
cce

ss to this valuable '. I t a mSlnUIIQnS Thus., 
a resource IS essential for the . AI 

• • SUf'VlVcu of fanner households on a small 
farmland, Cooperauon m water use is exhib',ted ' among 'armer., Peasan, Assoc' , " d' d' 'dual ~ lallons and between 
orgamzatJons an m IVJ larmers. 

Fanners of every KPA cooperate among themsel ' I ' . yes m c eanng canals and respecting the rights of 
one another In the use of the water. All the fanners using irrigati . .. . on panlclpate In the cleanng of the 

canaJs from the sources to fanns in their respective kebelle. They elect kebelle Water Committees 

and set regulations about how to use the water, which include penalties on froo-riders The 

Committee divides the kebel/e into sub-areas, called blltien (groups). and assign a leader for c.1ch. It 

arranges a distribution prograrrune in which each buden is allocated specific days, and every farmer, 

in tum, is given specific hours (depending on the size of the farm). The KPA leadership is not 

directly involved in water distribution. It rather, controls the Water Committee, which docs the 

actual job. Every farmer is expected to comply with the program. Those whose tum is violalf .. 'd nre 

strictly forbidden from taking their own action, but appeal to the Committee. Members of the water 

Committee inspect the farm of the accused and iffound guilty, penalize him in accordance with S<..1s 

regulations. Currently, fine in cash and irnprisorunent for hours or a few days are common penalties 

on free- riders. However, denying access to water as a penalty is strictly avoided since it ruins the 

fann of the accused and jeopardizes the life of ~I the household members, 

Scarcity of water also initiated cooperation between farmers and organizations. The Essential Oils 

Research Centre and the College ofForestty are the two major users of the resource for irrigation 

Since the College has its own small weir constructed by the Norwegian Mission and an independent 
. . . . h t't s The lhnited number of famlers below 

water line, It enJoys the resource Wit out many compe 1 or . 
the College also minimized the competition. The Essential Oils Research Centre, on the other hand, 

h d I ed fIi 
' t' n W1'th the Wosha Soyama Water Committee on the usc of the 

as eve op e ectlve coopera 10 . ' 
, , ' I ' the canals along with the people, while the Commlttcc 

water. The Centre partiCipates 111 C eanng 
. I times of extrenle need the Centre may 

arranges fixed dates for the Centre U1 the program. n . 
• l'. cia in the distribution programme. Thus, unhke the 

requests the Comffilttee to arrange lor more ys 
d th Centre the KPA has managed to develop 

uncordial attitude of some fanners towar s e , 

th 
ce effectively and fairly, 

cooperation with the Centre to use e resour 
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The use of water also necessitates COOperation between KP As l<:>CC!Jed near the source and far from 

it. The mutual arrangement between Shesha Kekele and Wosha Soyama is an example of 

cooperation generated by scarcity. Wosha Soyama is advantaged as it is located near the sourcc of 

the water. The fanners of Shesha Kekele are situated far from the source and suffer from shortage 

of water. The Committee and leadership of Shesha Keke1e eltpiaincd the problem to their 

counterparts in Wosha Soyama and the two KPA leaders agreed to share the water fairly. They 

increased the amount of water that goes to Shesha Kekele by taking a limited amount from every 

line going to farms in Wow Soyama, including the fanns of Essential Oils Research Centre . 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER VI 

SUMMERY AND CONCLUSIONS 

High productive potential of agricultunal natura1 resou all . . . . ' rces usu y attracts migratIOn and social and 
economic mvestments IOta an area, and auOfYU>nt th I . . . e-''''''''S e popu abOn ~enslty of the area In Ethiopia. 

interregJonal movement of people and rural resettlement were comma . f I I n expenenccs 0 t Ie ong 

history of the country. The route of movement was usually from the relatively dense populated and 

low economic opportunity areas (usually the northern highlands), to the less populated and better 

economic opponunity areas. mainly in the south. Rural agricultural settlement is also determined by 

the possibilities of having access to agricultural natural resources and rural job opportunities. 

population growth, without improving the existing level of technology andlor introduction of 

agricultural intensification. creates population pressure and scarcity of natural resources. In addition 

to population growth, economic, political and environmental factors that decrease the amount 

andlor quality of natural resources, result in disparities in allocation among users and create scarcity 

of resources, sometimes even without actual population growth, 

Scarcity of resources induces social and economic changes, It leads fanners to develop adaptive 

behaviours in their daily life and production systems, In order to survive with limited resources, 

they try to adjust themselves to the social, ecological and economic realities around them. A shin to 

high productive and high price cash crop~ curtailing fallow land and period~ resorting to other 
, " ,,' ' labour m· t-<;6ca';01l, appl,,;ng more fertilizer etc, arc some 
IOcome generatlOg actlVltJes, mcreasmg ........ U J ' 

of the adjustments to cope with resource scarcity (Barlett, 1980:553). 

, " ' pet'fon among users The competition can be 
Scarcity of resources, in the mean tune. uutlates com I I " ' 

. . edt different levels In areas where different ethmc groups !Lve 
expressed 10 vanous lonns an a ' , , 

!her
. high possibility for the competition to be c:<prcsscd 

together and exploit similar resources, e IS a 

at group level and in ethrUc terms, 

, 'cal and demographic consequences, migration brings peoples of 
Apart from the economIC, ~IOgt ltura1 ',s, social and economic organizations. elc 
difierent ethnic origins, religIOns, languages, cu , tra: ' f h h t area In other words, 
, 'afJi the ethnic dlvefSlty 0 t e os ' 
IOto close contact , MigratIon also ects , to close contact (Durham , s1 nfamiliar culture systems 10 • 

migration brings twO or more prevlOU y u , ' different ethnic groups together and lead the 

1989). Thus, migration and rural settlement will boog . hru· erms 
be resse<! m et c t · 

competition for scarce natural resources to ex? 
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6,1 PRE-I97S PERIOD 

In Wondo Wosha, the rich agriculturaJ 
favourable climate etc.) attracted I naturalfr ~ (fertile land, rich water resources, 

peop e om different direct' . 
populated areas of Kernbata, Hadiya and W I ' IOns, mamly from the densely 

" 0 a)'lta, to the area It al d ' 
fannmg and agro-mdustry investments. The 'ob . . so rew pnvale commercial 

I opporturubes created ' the 
brought more people as labourers and 'but In schemes. in tum. contn ed to growth of populati n d ' ' 
diversity of the area, The existin rist ' 0 en.ty and etlmlc g and pnvate land tenure ""'~. which allo ed ' 

ha e acces t I d 

"J' .. r·... w migrants to 

IS tated the amval of spontaneou I xl v s o an as tenants on a contract base ' facili' , 
labourers as well as the establishment of commercial t1 Th . S seu crs 31 . arms. us, the amval and settlement of 

Amhara, Kembata, Hadlya, Wolayita and Gurag , . e was made poSSible by the rich productive 

potenllal of the natural resources, the access rules that all ed ow spontaneous settlers to have land as 

farms and agro-industrics. • chisegn£l and the job opportunities created in the commerCl'al 

Consequently, the population of Wondo Wow grew rapI'dly Mean h'l ' dd" I . . W Ie, In a luon 10 I lC 

existing Sidama. Arsi and Guj~ the arrival of these groups ethnically diversified the population of 

the area. 

The resulting ethnic relationships among the different ethnic groups during the pre~ 1 975 period 

ranged from conflicts, war and raiding to cooperation and symbiotic relationships. The Illost visible 

aspect of interethnic relations during this period was the relations between the Sidama, Guji and 

Arsi, The relationship of Sidarna and Guji with the neighbouring Arsi was characteriu:d by 

persistent hostility, war and raiding since their encounter. Competjtion for pasture and water was 

responsible for the initial development of uncordial relationships between them. However. cultural 

factors and the long years of hostile attitude towards each other, which were transmitted from 

generat ion to generation, were equally accountable for the persistence of the enmity. Moreover. the 

relationships between the Sidama and Arsi in Wando Genet were also affected by the relations 

between the two groups in other neighbouring areas. ThUs, the type of relations fomlcd between 

these early settler groupS was detennined not only by the micro level economic relations among the 

people living in the area, but also bY the relationships between members of the twO groups in a 

wider geographical area. 

On th nI
'k h ' latl'onships in the Southern pans of Sidarna and Gcdoo Zoncs, 

e contrary, u let elr re 

rei t

' hi b h Gu" and S'I.J~ .... '" in Wando Genet were cordial and based on mutual 
a Ions ps etween t e JI u(u'''' , ' ' ' e1 .; ns fcC"tated the development of friendly relationships 

mterests. The symbiotic econolTUc r auO iil-'W 

F h 

' ' th Gu" in Wondo Genet are cut.{)ff from the major Guji groups 

un ermore, unlike the ArsI, e ~I , 
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living in the south, Thus, their relation with the S'dama ' 
I In Wondo Genet were barcl affi ed b he 

developments between the two groups' ther y cct Y I 
In 0 areas. Moreover the demogra hi and T 

supremacy of the Sidama in Woodo Genet and their " " p C ml IIIlI)' 
mutua! hostility agamst the Arsi ed h 

development of cooperation and cordial relationshi betw . promol t e 
ps een the Sidama and Ihe Guji, 

On the other hand, in spite of physical proximity , " , , econOmic and SOCIal mteractlons between the 

early and late settler groups (mainly the Kernbata, Hadiya and Wolayita) were very limiled 

LmgUls\lc and cultural barriers had hindered the Kernbata, Hadi and W ' ' . . .. . ya 0la)'ll8 from dcvcloplllg 
Slgmficant SOCial mteracttons with the Sidama, Gu;j and • - , Unl'k h I '00 h ~ t'LI;)I , le t e aler pen , t c presence 

of the late settlers also did not created a feeling of competition for ~urces among the early settler 

groups, 

The rules of access were one of the major factors that hindered the development of feeling of 

competition Of prevented the competition from being expressed in ethnic tcmtS. As land and related 

resources were the private properties of individuals and institutions, the resources were available to 

members of all groups through different arrangements, in which ethnic identities had lillie or 

nothing to do with allocation. Individuals, irrespective of their ethnic identities., could have access to 

land as long as they fulfilled their obligations as tenants. Thus, the social tensions, cleavages and 

conflicts over resource ownership and allocation were expressed along class line bet wccn those 

who controlled the resources and those deprived of them. 

Availability of relatively abundant resources for the existing population was the other factor that 

prevented a feeling of competition from arising between the groups. Some of the early seltler group 

members, particularly the Guji, were leading a different way of life as pastoralists and exploiting 

different "ecological niche" , while large numbers ofKembata, Hadiya and Wolayila were labourers 

Th b d f d the 
rule of access hindered the development of compclitive 

us, a un ance a resources an 
settl 

Etluricity was ascribed minor role in resource 
feeling between the early and late er groups. 

, , f social orgaruza' tions. mainly class, were the faClors thai 
allocauon and control. Other lOons 0 . . The atr.hological utility of ethnicity was predommant than 
detennlOe peoples access to resources. P"',- . , between the twO parties. Besides econOllllC factors, 
its practical material utilities in the relatIon .. .. . . the relation between the Arsl and SldamalGuJI. 
cultural factors had significant roles m shapmg 
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6,2 DURING THE DERG PERIOD 

The 1975 land refonn profoundly tnu1Sfo rmed ' o the previOUS land ten 
Consequently, the social relations among ure systems and access rules. 
and commercial farmin were aboli users were, equallY,Changed. As private ownership ofland 

g shed, the prevtous chlseglla and fann labour ' 
themselves as pennan t 'd crs cstabllshed 

en rest ents of the area and became KPA . members. Membership of KPAs 

which allocate resources and administer the lrebe/l br ' • . e. ought the prC'Vlously aloof early and laIC 

rocess 0 resource allocatIOn and daily life. settler groups IOta close contacts through the p f ' 

As the land refonn entitled every individual t ~-, \ o own uuuuand, the possibility of the latecomers 

(mostly the fanm labourers) holding fiumI d ed" . ' an s creat a leehng of competitive threat amons the 

early sett lers, With the change of their status from rural farm labo II! t ' ' . u 'rs 0 peasant-Ianners opcrallng 

thelf O\VT1 land, the number of Kembata. Hadiya and Wolayita claiming access to fanllland grc<.1tly 

increased. This fact,in spite of the existence of more or less enough land, intensified the feeling of 

"imagined threat" among the early settler groups. 

As an initial reaction to this "imagined competitive threat", ethnicity was evoked to secure exclusive 

rights to resources and expel 'others' from the competition. The early settlers tried to lISC Ethnic 

identity, disguised as permanent settlement, a criterion for KPA membership and access to 

farmlands. Even if the attempt to exclude "others" failed due to extema1 pressure and the relative 

abundance of resources, the social meaning of ethnicity was crystallized and the boundary between 

the latecomers and early settlers became harder. This also sowed the seeds of mutual suspicion and 

hatred. This shows that to create a perception of competition, as Durham noted (1989: 139), actual 

scarcity of resources may not always be essential. "Imagined threat" of scarcity can also crcalc a 

feeling of competition and affect groups' reactions and responses towards one another. 
, 

During the fi rst few years of the revolution (1975-80). the national socio-political conditions had 

little to influence the balance of power betWeen the two competing parties. As a result, using their 

II
' 'cal' 'I}' the early settlers rmcluding some Amhara) controlled key KPAs 

co ectlve numen supenon , \' 
posts. while most of the latecomers were less privileged both in teons of lacai political power 

control and land holdings. 

, ,. and th perun' g of the previOUS institutions and state forest project 
The rapid populatIon mcrease e reo 'ty into a real problem that jeopardized the lives of 

turned the "imagined" threat of resource scarCi 
d 

.,-__ A been anxious about the attitude of the early settlers 

many people, The latecomers, who ha .. <=y 
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to~ardS. th~ r~ponded to the problem of resource scarcity and the threat from the early settlers 

by .I~enbfying theIr .economic interests and sociaJ security with the state's economic and polilical 

poilcles. They exploited the agrarian policy and partisan politics of the Derg 10 satisty their resource 
needs and ensure sociaJ security. 

The Derg Govemment1s political and agrarian policies brought about dual, but relaled, 

consequences. Firstly, the major components of the agrarian policy, particularly collccti vization and 

villagization progranunes restricted farmers' access to resources. By controlling considerable 

portions of the KP As' fertile arable land. PPCs displaced large numbers of private fanners from 

their holdings. The attempt to enhance state owned economic and social organizations and the 

related expansion of the governmental organizations exacerbated the displacement of famlcrs. In 

the meantime, using partisan politics, the latecomers succeeded in controlling key KPA positions 

and averting the threats they perceived from the opposite groups. 1;hey often abused their powcr to 

satisfy their resource needs and to dominate the other groups. The implementation of PPC and 

villagization programmes escalated the already aOJle problem of resource scarcilY. Since I)PCs 

were strongly supported by the state and acquired significant resources and social services, they 

were used to respond to the problem of scarcity. Those who held small and unproductive lands 

were the first to join PPCs. 

Thus, the Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita responded more positively to the establishment of PIlCs 

in order to get social security and land. As the Sidama, Guji and Arsi perceived themselves as being 

barred from equal access to resources, ethnic identity was further crystallized and used to mobili7.e 

opposition against the latecomers. As a result, competition and connier between the ppe s and 

private farmers were transfonned into competition and connict between the early and late SClller 

groups. 

In spite of the fact that all latecomers compete for similar resources, the reaclions of the early 
• 

settlers towards the different latecomer groups were not similar. The Amhara who had arrived in 

Wondo Genet since the conquest of the area at the end of the 19'" century, developed close 

relations and relatively strong social ties with the indigenous people since their arrival. As a result 

some of the Amhara rist holders have continued to live in the area as KPA members after the land 

refonn. Many of them are cut-off from their original places and regard Wondo Genet as their 

homeland. Accordingly, they have developed friendly relations with the early settler groups. In fact , 

most of the Amhara shared the feeling ofthe early settlers against the Kembala, Hadiya and 
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Wolayita. The reaction towards the Gurage was also mild. The small size of their group averted tnc 
development of strong reactions against them. 

On the other hand, the Kernbata, Hadiya and WoJayita evoked strong reactions from the early 

settlers. The numerical significance ofthcir group size alarmed the early settlers. As Jiobu remarked 

in the competitive framework (1990: 168), group size has a strong impact in determining the type 

and magnitude of response a group perceives in the processes of competition for scarce resources. 

A1though groups with small size may face fierce reactions in some conditions, larger groups with a 

potential of large competitive threat usually receive strongest reactions, while small groups posi ng 

little competitive threats encounter mild reactions. ~ 

Because of the similarity of their languages, culture and homeland, the Kembata and Hadiya arc 

ascribed and treated as a single group and collectively called Kembata. The size of their groups was 

increasing during the Derg period as additional members arrived and obtained fannlands. In 1990 

the Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita constituted one-third (732) of the total members of the four 

KPAs (2173). Initial mutual suspicion and the responses of the latecomers by idelltifying their 

interests with the notorious policies of the Government increased the rift between the two parties. 

With the collapse of the power base of the Kembata and Hadiya, the latent hostility finally 

culminated into armed confrontation, in which many Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita were forced to 

leave the area. 

The political, social and economic changes related with the change of government also significantly 

transformed the roles ascribed to ethnicity. The abolition of class based resource cont rol and 

changes of access rules brought the previously indifferent early at}d late settler groups into active 

contact. Scarcity of resources created by various factors gave ethnicity a focal position in the 

competition for them and ethnicity and ethnic identities were assigned new and dominant roles and 

positions. As the rigid access rule hindered the possibilities of solving the problems of scarcity of 

resources by intensitying agricultural production and resorting to other means of economic 

activities, the competition for resources easily degenerated into conflicts. 
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6.3 THE POST 1990 PERIOD 

Like the previous period, in the post-I991 period, ethnicity and ethnic identities are used in the 

competition for political resources, which are crucial to assert economic advantages and social 

security. The political changes after 1991 ahered the relations and alignments among the groups. In 

spite of the age-old hostility between the Arsi and the SidamalGuji, their mutual distress against the 

latecomers during the Derg period overshadowed the animosity and brought them together against 

the ' others'. After the fall of the DeTs. the traditional hostility and conflict between the Arsi and 

Sidama resumed with new political connotations. 

A1though the initial cause of the conflict between the Arsi and the Sidama is attributed to 

competition for economic resources (pasture, land, water, etc.), the prolonged malevolent feelings 

towards each other is equally responsible for the persistence of hostile relationships in the absence 

of the real causes for the animosity. As the existing socio-political slaws quo is interrupted. the , 
latent hostility between them often erupts with minor pretexts. 

The 1992 conflict between the Arsi and Sidama was part of this continuum, but with a new political 

dimension. The regional demarcation of Wondo Genet was the basic cause of the conflict. Other 

groups were also involved in the connie! in Sllpport of either side. ConSC<luently, new ethnic bonds 

were formed. Some of the new bonds reversed the previous relations between some of the ex­

belligerent groups. The KembatalHadiya and Sidama, who rought just two years earlier. allied 

against the Oromo. The Guji. who are culturally integrated with the Sidama and had b<..'C1l fighting 

the Arsi alongside them, changed their position and allied with the Arsi under a new and higher 

level of ethnic identity, i.e. as Oromo. 

In the new ethnic bonds, every ethnic group calculated the possible opportunities and constraints in 

choosing sides. Thus, individuals' decisions, which form groups decisions, were targeted to 

preserve and maximize their social and economic advantages. The latecomers presumed they would 
. ' . 

be socially and economically insecure for their own reasons If the area had been put under Oromlya 

Region. The Sidama also welcomed the Sllpport of the latecomers in their contention against the 

Oromo once they overcome the threat innicted by the newcomers during the Derg period. 

The Guji and Arsi alliance was partly a result of the new political conditions which glorifY ethnic 

identities. Ethnic identities are not always consistent and rigid . Groups or individuals develop 

different levels of ethnic identities that are evoked at different places and various contexts. 
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Explaining the hierarchy of ethnic identities. Jenkins wrote. "inasmuch as it is situationaJ ethnic 

identity is also likely to be segmentary and hierarchical . Although two groups may be ditTer~ t ialed 
from each other as A and B, in a different context they may combine as C in conlrast 10 D" 

(Jenkins, 1996:816). Likewise, the Arsi and the Guji belong to the larger Oromo ethnic group and 

speak: the same language., and have developed a common identity as Oromo. On the other hand. 

they regard themselves as distinct from each other and, consequently, developed distinct lower level 

ethnic identities as Arsi and Guji. In some conditions they use these lower level identities while in 

other contexts, they dropped the boundary between them and em1J,raced a common ethnic identity 

as Oromo. In reality, they used both leveJs (the lower leveJs as Arsi and Guji, and thc higher onc as 

Oromo), situationally. In the conflict against the Sidama. this higher level identity was evoked to 

unite the two groups. However, besides common ethnic identity, expectat ion of real or imagined 

social, political and economic benefits had crucial roles to play in achieving the alliance between 

them. 

The changes in the political and economic policies brought changes in access rules and conflicts 

caused by scarcity of resources. With the new socio-economic conditions, polit ical factors gained 

the primary role in detennining interethnic relations. As the new condition paved the way for the 

operation of different ecomonic responses to resource scarcity, the problem primarily led to 

changes in production systems and other behaviourial adjustments rather than instantly 

degenerating into conflicts. 

6.4 CONCLUDING REMARKS • 

The roles and functions ascribed to ethnicity and ethnic identities vary in different periods and 

contexts. As the data indicated in the pre-1975 period besides economic factors. cultural factors 

had significant roles in shaping interethnic relations. While in the Derg period the changes in 

economic condition gave ethnicity crucial place. In the post 1990 period political factors became 

the important element in detennining interethnic relations and ethnic identities. Generally, the data 

from the study area indicates that ethnicity, ethnic identities and interethnic relations are detemlined 

by political, economic, social and cultural factors. The factors that detennine the role and 

significance of ethnicity and ethnic identities vary in accordance with specific social and historical 

contexts. 

• 
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A1though ethnicity is a form of social organization, it is not a hard and fast means of mobilizing 

each and every member of a group equally. Besides variations in cthnic sentiments among 

members, membership of other social groups and/or allegiance to other social identities creates 

individual difference of reaction to ethnic based actions. Moreover, individual members' panicular 

conditions (way of life, area of settlement. economic occupation, degree of involvement in other 

non-ethnic networks etc.) influence ones' reactions to ethnically motivated actions and responses. In 

the 1990 as well as the latter ethnic conflicts, some individuals had either remained passive in the 

conflicts or sided against their ethnic group members. Loyalty to locality, in fact, is one of the 

strong forces that competes with people's devotion to ethnic sentiments. 

Besides micro level political and economic conditions. national political and economic syslems and 

state policies significantly innuence interethnic relations at a local level. Modem states control and 

allocate resources to different users and, as a result, directly or indirectly control people's 

movement, production systems and social life. Alfred Darneld and Sunita Parikh suggested the 

following on the role of the state: 

... Perhaps the most influential external force on ethnic groups and clhnicity in 
modern times is the state. As a major actor in sociaJ processes, the state is in a 
position to define the terms and content of interaction within ethnic group. betwecn 
ethnic groups, and between an ethnic group and the state (Dameld and Parikh. 
1984 :270). 

Furthennore, the various economic, social, political and environmellltal policies Ihal the state adopts 

may directly or indirectly affect interethnic interactions at micro level. Thus, the Slate can relax or 

intensity the competition for resources and alter the forms and levels ofexprcssion ofthc conflicts 

emanating from resource competition. 

In Wondo Wosha, the state had played a crucial role in changing the power of balance among 

competing groups during the Oerg period. Similarly, in the later period the new political policy. 

which glorified ethnic identity, changed the types of relations among the groups and led to the 

establishment of new ethnic aJignments. 

, 
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