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Ai:' S T Ri',(' T 

The ~ain ohiective of this stl1dy was to fi nd out the 

difficulties OrOIDO l ear ners of fn~lish ~ay have in pronounc-

ing certajn English sounds. 

According to Contr3.stivd 1\nal,'s is (CJl. ) hyryothe sis, in 

l~arninq the nron1.1nciation of a second lananaa"! "'E, tenc' to 

pronounce the foreirm souno.s accon"! ncr to the T)honological 

syste m of our Plother tongue , which IDaans that w ,:) replace them 

by th:·' nGBrGst sounds in our nat.ive lanollBoe. This i'3 so 

b"cause, in liste nina to t h e ·tarr"Tet lanauaqe we 'lear the 

for.:'.ian sounds as if th 2Y were rati ve so 1m (1..S • 

ell tbat a secnnrt lSrallaae learner Play find his 

tara,et l arauaae difficult or re lativelv easy . In the realm 

of phonoleC'y the diffic1.,l ty of l' 'H' con" lanquaC[(, '.Japends beth 

on thE> sounr1s thel"selves and on their ability to combine . 

To verify this clai ,,, of c.i\ (~~pir.ically, f? native 

sneakers of (\romo \~ere given two tests: c]iscrimination and 

nroductior tests . The discrimir ation test I,'as a.j.ffi<." ") a.+: find-

inq out the diffir::1l1ties the se sub:jec!:.s 1"ay have in Cliscri-

l'"linatiwl" cet'.veen Fnalish sonnr.s in l~ininal nairs. '('h E'· oJ-ojectivE' 

Tt",c results of thi .s study revear t .Il",!:. the sl.1.bj,~cts .!pre 

found to be better in discri!dl1 ation thcm in ')roQuction. Post 
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of the sounes that caused prob l ems for the subject.s wen, 

categories that are nOD-exi.ste nt i n Ororro such as /0, a, T], 

(£ / f oiphthonsrs and consonant. c ln5tr~rs. In SOinG cases, 

sounds ~,rh ich were p.asily discriminated and produced :in the 

ini ti a l positions '''ere found to be trouhlesome! in final 

p08itions. 

In qeneral , areas of differences be tween the phonemic 

systems of the two languages caused crreater difficulties 

for the s ul) je cts . 
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1. Introa uctinn 

1 01 State~ent of the ~ro~ lero 

contrastive linCTuistics cla.il'1s that in l.p.arninq t.he 

Dronuncia.tion of a second languaqe ",e t:ene'! to p ronounce 

the fore iqn sounds accord in g too the nhonolonical syste~ of 

our mot her tonaue, which means t_hat .'e renlac"! therr.. by the 

nearest sounas in our 'Tlother tonaue. This is because, in 

listenino to the taraet lana.uaCTe, .!e hear the foreiq-n 

sounds as if they '-Iere native sounas, i.e. we hear only 

those co~ponents of the forei~n sounrs that are ide ntical 

'Ili th thf' sounds of' our sourc,,,, lanauaCje. 

More over, contrastive linCTuistics asserts that the 

chance of T,? learnina. '1roble ms occurr ino w1J_I increase 

oroportionally to the lin aui s ti c iii ffp rp.nce bebleen Ll and 

L2 : linguistic differences give riqe to interf.e r e nce o On 

the othe r hane'!, the chanc("~ o f I -2 leal""1in<'" DToble ms occurr­

inC' e'!e cre ases nronortion alJ_y t o the absence o '~ linguistic 

differenc(~s hAt-leAn I 'l ann L2 : ahsence of' lin'iuiRtic 

1iffe r e nces (live s rise to facilitation. In line ~lith this, 

"'lackey wrote: 

The similaritj.l3s an.d CiifferGnces between 
two lanqu~0.es may be i n Dhonoloay, grammar, 
vocabulaxy, stylistics or qrae>hics. In ·the 
realM of phonology, the difficulty of a 
seconn lanquage depends both on the sounds 
themselves an d on th0ir abilitv to combine 
Ulack e l-/ 1 965 : 1 (l 9 ) • - , 
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Un(le rst.andinn of' Dhonem:Lc distinctions hecomes most 

importan t at those p oints \'Ih(, re t .he nhonem.ic syste ms of 

the native lanauacrc and the fo rei qn lancma'1'f' do not coin-

cide. Stucents li.steninc; to a f'ore iqn lancruacre in thE' 

~ arly stages ~li ll 'hear' the phonemes of t he!.r own lanau-

asc, that is, the v \ViII i'lutov.natically classify nel. sounds 

a s variants of' f<lJ11ili.ar n a tivG lanquaqe phone mes. 

In the ",ords of' ''1, Five rs, "Students in whose lanauacre 

b / 'u'/ ~ / / d ~ . the distinction e twee'l anv U op. s not "e terrn~nE' 

dif f e r '2nces of rre anina ... Jill not at first notice this dis-

tinction': 101, R'<'V/Ut6 1968: 11 6 1. 

Th " inabi Ii ley to distin(TUish bob/cen nhonemes als o 

shows up in , . .,ri tten v'ork tl'lhG r e it is easv to con fuse it 

l .• ith spe llinCl or e ven qramma tica.l e rrors. The cun~ for the 

nupil \,'hc writes "lr.aving" fcr "livinq" i s no t on l y to '?xp-

lain ·che c:'ifference of meaninq, but also to imnrove hi.s 

pronunciation , ,.,hich !!lay p r event him from. yr rj. ting beaten for 

bi tten or 8 i tted for seated , The )1uT)i 1 \~ho nronounce s run 

and ~ in the same wav may a lso annear to be in grarr'J!lat ical 

difficulties, ,,,herF~ as t.h,~ t roub l e is phonetic, 

r,jhen 'tie list dinl~thonas ani' consonants, ~18 shall f'ind 

numerous other nrob l e ms and begin. to understanc:l. why, fo r 

v p.xamp l e, certain sne ake r s have rif'hculty with /s/ and lsi, 

/r/ and /R./ or /p/ anc' If! . l'.ccorcina to l'lrinht a n d 

McGregor~ 

0ne Afri can tri t e at least ~as eifficulty 
in he'lrincr any differencf" be tween "ug ly " 
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and !I anqrv ll h::cause: 
1) they ccruate [A] a'lrl [an 
2) thp.y 8rr UiJ.t8 [f.] and rr ] 
3) and in th~ir vernacular no nasnl ever 

nrece(les a voiced s ton so that they 
do not hear [n] 1'('fore [ r.] . This leads 
to an inabilit:y to hear anv c'i fference 
be tHeen unde r ,mc' udde r or ,vi.ilow a'1o 
I'lindm. (B It'£gh:t a.nd "eGIL~_ aOk-flJTE: 180) . 

It is confusinq if a spe aker does not make any di."tinc-

tion between sounds ~Ihich chancre T1'f'aninq ; Tor examn l e, if a 

sDeaker pronounces ~ ano m~n in the saB8 wav the r~ sult is 

most likely confusion. Th us, it is n8cessary at first to 

make sure that these basic sounc1s of 1;he lanauage are p'roner-

1y pronounced bv thE' l earn8r of EnqLish . 

As Fnqlish and ('romo are two inilenenc1ent and unrelated 

languages, r;;nqlish and Oromo phonemic systelT's are 0.ifferent . 

'l'herefore, certain Enalish pLonf'!T1es are hard nuts t.O crack 

for Oromo l e arners of Fnglish . 

Hence, this study ai:temots to reveal the di fficul ties 

encountered by nrolT'o Iparne rs of Enalish , in nronouncing 

certain Enqlish serrmental phonell'es . 

1. 2 Aim of the ~tudy 

"In teachina the nronunciation of nn" lan'1uage the first 

thing to do is to draw up an inve ntorv of the ':)honemes of 

that languaqe" (CItIt R J ame./.) 1980: 74). Phoneroe'l operat e to 

ilistirlguish one '"or.d fro1'1 anot.her . "'hus, in English, the 

initial consonants of the words bin din - kin - pin - sin -

tin - lilin fnT'''' a serie s of phonemes . In the same way, the 

vow(~ ls in the words bp.p.'l - bin - ban - barn - horn - bone -

J 



bane forrr a series of vow81 -ph onemes. The imnort.ancG: of 

G S tab lish ina the nhonem~'s ""heen teachin("< th" nro" un ciation 

of a lanauaae is that t he learner 111ust be ablG to d i stin­

guish one phoneme f'row another if he is ~:o achie ve any 

r e liable deqree of int211 i g ibili ty at all. It. is far wore 

imnor tant t hat 118 should make <'. clear distinction between 

the soun~s of the diffe rent p hone!1'es. 0nce h2 has got the 

diffe rence betvleen nhonemes clear, one can, i. f one likes 

an d has th2 t i me , sha0e thE' s o unc~s to a more 8nglish quality. 

Until he has (Jot the :ohoneme d istinctions clear he - <'n0. 

his heare rs are in Dernc:tual oanqer of losin ,) inte lliqi. -

hility. 

'I.'he problew Qf 111akinq dJstinctions between phonemes is 

so because, in listening to t:hE' taraet lancruage, "'2 he ar 

the foreicTD soun0s , i .8. ',~e l",,)ar only those components of 

the fore ian sounas that are. identical with the sounds of' 

our source lanauRae . 

By the same tor-en, r:'romo~sre akina 1 earners 01: F:nalisQ 

may have dif'ficulties in the pronunciat.ion of certain 

English rhoncmes. There fore, this study attempts to 

1. make a comnarativc Stu0y of s e qmental phone mes 

of Enqlish and Ororrto, and 

2. classify the nronunciation errors accordinq tc 

their tynes - ohancmic, phonetic, allophonic 

and dis tribut.ional. 



- 5 -

1.:< Significa n ce of' t'le St. udy 

There are many r e3sons why En 01ish is taught in nearlv 

·-c; very country in the wor l d . Bnalish has bp.come the most 

widely sp read of the very f e w lanauacres that can Cfuali fy a s 

truly internation'll is '3 fact that we ·have to live Ylith 

and take adval1tacre of - sin cE' Enqlish has to be taught as 

such: to speak of Encrli sh as a Lanauacre of Internat i ona l 

CommUll,ication (ELIC) means t h a t we no lonrre r speak on ly of 

the nature of the lanauag8 , but of its functior. as 1>'Je ll. 

1\s Gerard G. Hardin (1 979, 4) states, "F:n'11i s h has b e come 

the languaae of intern"l.tional communication because it is 

the lar.guaqe of comin ant econoI"i c ann Dol i tiC'll power." 

Although F:nglish i s the thir<~ or fourth l anguaqe for 

many Ethiopians, it is taught for nractical uses of CO!'1-

munication ; i t serves as th.8 lanrruaae of instruction in 

secondary and hicrhcr education and as a necessary li.nk \.,i th 

r esources b eyond the country's bounoaries. In the wo rds of 

'gender , 

Snqlish has '3 negligibl e numbe r of native 
speake rs in Sthiopia, but at the nresen t 
it has a crucial position in enucat i on, 
cormnerce, aove r nment. ano international 
communication , and from this noint of vievl 
it can be regarded as a major Ethiooian 
lang uaae [B endel[ e;t al. 1976: 1 2 ). ' 

On the other hand, like many o ther J\fr icil.n countries, 

Sthionia is a mul t ilin gual country. Of these Ethiopian 

li'lnquages , some are so important for the (lay-to- day acti-

vities of the peonle . 'l'o again qU0te Bender, 
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Bthio1')ia has four or -fi ve lan au.::lcr~s v'1hich 
are so i mportan t. j.n the li fe of the natlon 
e i ther bv th '2 n umb" r of thpir nati v·'} sp;~ ake rs 
o r the range of the lr us C-) as a seco'1. d lanau­
aqe that ~ay be c a llce the ' maior lan guaaes' 
of the c o untry ( C'~ , miariana, "nnlish , . 
Somali) ( .<.b.f.d. I • 

As 1119ntioncd abov'= , Oromo is one of the major lanquaaes 

of Pthiopia. It i s wido ly spoken in the \'lest8rn and southe rn 

adrrinlstrati ve r eqions. In this reqard Benee r wrcte: "From 

a broade r nerst)(: ct.i ve, amon g t he l\f r o- Jls i a tic l anquage s 

Oromo and Pmharic are amon g t he four most imnort ant n Ul11e -

ri c:ally (after lIrabic and Bansa)" ('<'b'<'d .). 

r d 
Similo.rly , Th8 Stateman·s~eaJ:-Fl<?<:,~_ (U 3 eel . 1 9P.6 /87, 

D . 450) has t:he fol.lo1"i ng t o sa'! abcut the () romos ~ "The Oro!ncs, 

'lome who a r e C'hrist.ian, some J"·uslim, some Paaan, comn rise 

about 40 '" of the entire popul o. t.ion ann a r e a nasto ral anc1 

aqricul tura.l 1"00'('18 0 ." Bami ti c orirrin ." 

Therefore , tID0.erstC'.tld i nq t he nr()b l~ms faced by P.thionian 

l earne rs of Fn(Jlish i.n ge n 8 r a l and thos8 o f Oromo learners 

of Enqlish i n n a rt.icular is o f naral110unt imnortan ce. To 

this e ffe ct, thi s study may 

1. he l p to unde rstand t .he difficulties Orol"'O l earne rs of 

English have in th·" p r onunCiation of certain Bnglish 

phone mes; 

2 . he l p to make sorne 'JedaCjogic recommenda tions as r egards 

teachinq "'nglish <IS a f o reiqn J anrruaqe tCl Oromo learners 

o f Enali s h; and 

3 . s e rve as a pre liminary wo rk for fu rthe r inve stiqation 

in tris area 0" study . 
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1.4 ScoFe of the stucy 

",'his study reals 'In Iv "'i tJ-> tre s?qmental phone mes of 

~nglish a~d ('ramo . It endeavo urs to fina out the difficul-

t.ies OrGIl'<) learners of Bnglish J11'1V haw~ in pr.oncuncing 

8nalish phonemes an(! their v'lriants by comDarincr the r hone-

mic systems of the two l anguages . 

1. 5 Definitions of Ten:1lO' and f,vrnhols 

Gromo = Thp, ()ro!TIo 13,n~uC'.ge ann its nati "lie s~~aker. 

== The naJTle llse(l by nrn-()rom05 to r0. fer to membe rs 

of Oromo natinnPl litv. 

PhOnej1V2! = The sr.!lllest contrastive unJt t.hat may briner 

about i'l chanyG of r:-eani!lc (BJt.i.ph.t al1d Hc.GJtegoJt 

197 8:179). 

Allophone = Variant of il j)hcnerre (fI.A. W.i.RIz.{.I1.6 197 8: 48). 

9iphthc>l1S··]l. erlin.B from one vowel to anoth",r. !J.D. O'C.OI1-

11M 1976: 1071. 

Close0. syl lable = 1· s'111'11:->le ennin(T in a consonant sound. 

apen syllable = 1'. syllable endinq in a vowel sound • 

. - uhonetic noti'lti o!l 

/ / = nhonemic notation 

: = d'motes vowel 18n9.t:h 

eft 1 _. de ntal 

(0) = v<:iceless 
\ 

Double consonants = denotes Cj8lT'inat.ion 

• Vowf,l lenql:h is nhon3mic and so is qeJ11inal:ian in Oromo. 
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2. Revie'" o f R8lat.e n J·i terature 

2.1 English Pronunciation 

"Pron unci ation i s the use of a sound <;vstem in soeak-

ing and listeninq" 117. Lado 1964: 70), Similarly, 7'. Str·?-

vens defines pronunciation as 

The sect0r of l an guage where th e orqaniza~ 

tion of syntax and semantics , haviP'l first 
been aene rated i n the b r ain as a series o f 
solely me ntal p rOCG8S - s ilent , instant-,­
aneous, e18ctrical ancl, chemical - i s con·­
verted intI') ":1otor 2ctivity, , .• hich in tu!''1 
pronuces a cous tj, (! e ffect , i. e . auctbl" 
sounds I Pe.te.lt -Silte, ve 116 1977: 81); 

r~ritten F.'nqlish an n. spoken Enc7 lish are obvi0U'lly very differ-

ent thin0s. "Jri tin 'l cons i sts ,,<' marks on naneT which make 

n o rl0i se an c'l a re tak"ln in by t .he eve , '''hi 1st-, spe aking is 

organized s o und, taken i n bv the car .. 

The ma in nrob l e ", :Jf Rnq lish nronunciati o'1 is t o b uild a 

new s et cf boxes corresponc. i ng to the sounns of 8nalish, and 

t o b r 8ak down the a rrangement of hoxps which t hO') habits of 

our native lanC'uaqe h as s e stronqly b uilt un. !')e do t hi s 

by es t ab lishinq new ways c, f hc arinq, ne' .. ! ,,'ays of us incr our 

spee ch o r q ans, new speech haLi ts. In line wi HI this, 0 ' Cormor 

Un fo r tunate l y, it i s neve r e asv t .O ."st.:tblish 
good habit,s, it is al\oluvs the bad hab it,s ,.hich 
come Most paturally, A.ncl you will n<:>"d to do a 
qreat dea l of hard wo rk iF vou vlant to build 
ynurself a s et of 'l~n01ish boxes wh ich are nea rlv 
as f irm as thoso of your ovm li1nrmaqe 10' Coi'li't OIt 
1976:3) , 
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~,tp._ny educators ' ~vorrv i s vJhich Fnnligl) to t.cach. rrhere 

ar') I'l.any different j'ind.s of "r.n1 j. sh os thAre 'lrG sp~,aJ<ers of 

it; r,o two T)eopl~ <;r>eak c! x i'lctly alik0 - one can always hOA.r 

differences rehJeen tl"U J11 - anr the T)ronnnci.ation of Fnolish 

varies a great. (I""al in dLFferen t-. rte00raphica l areas. !low 

do we decide \~hat sort of English to use as a r"cdel? "'his 

is not a q uestion which can be decided i n th e same way for 

elll foreinn leA.rners of BD.01ish . In this reaard , O'Cc-nnor 

Se.yS, "It would be a mistake ! .. n these circumstances to use 

as a mo del B. !3.C . .cnqlish or apythinrt of the sort " 

(,[b /d . ; 7). 

On the> other hand, if O!~C' lives in an ar02 when! there 

i s no ·traoi tional use 0f 'Cnc;lJsh anr no hoCly of people who 

s peak it for 0en0rRl commun:i.cction nl.lrooses , thRn one f:\ust 

take as his J110del SOJ11"! f.o rm of native Bnqlish )) r onunci ation, 

3.no whicr forP.1 one chooses does not very P.1uch matter. The 

most sensible thinn to do is to take A.S one I s mooel the sort 

of Encrlish which on", can hear I"'ost. often . 

phonp.mes are the basic e lel"p.nts used in a pronunci.ation 

of words. Tile 44 nhon8m8s of T'n0 Ush are the hasic cont-

rasts which Plake it possible for us to keep 101Ord or lc-n<;er 

utteritnCe separate fro'll e very other, /~,[ :R../ from / 6'[R.. / ann 

/p,[a/ f rom /b'[a/, e tc. But each phoneme may be r en resented 

by di fferent. sOllnns in d i fferent posi tions, Sf) the eli ffer­

",nt .t-souncls in .tea and .two both rer-resent the /.t/ phoneJTe 

A.n(1 the three h-sounos i n he, hat, f, ,110 all r",nrcsent th,-, 

sing l e /h/ phoneme. 



• 

- I n -

This sUC)"aests tHO Sti'\0(;S in the l eA rntnq of p r onuncia­

tion : the f irst i s to be ab l e teo n rc<'luc," 44 v0wels .ane con­

s onants v,hich a r e (Ii f f"rent, so that the "0r<'ls anc1 l onqer 

utte rances of 1?nCTlish do not fl t . any rate sound the SaJ'f'8, so 

tha t / 6i..: '-I an(l / 6i..R. / saune" di fferen t. Jlt t:his stage the 

lee.rne r will not vorry abo ut which Of the nossible h-sounds 

he is usinCT; any of thgm will serve to o istin'luis'1 h2aJ: 

/lti.. : :t/ from e.at U:t/ . But obviousl'! if the l earner uses 

a particul a r sound in a word "lhere an ;;:nolish s peaker uses 

3 different sound b e lonoin0 to the s~e ohoneme, the effect 

will b e odd ; he will n ')t be misnn<"e rstooc1 - tha t c o ule) only 

hanp211 if he use d a sound b", loneinfT to a di ff~rent phcneme­

but he will not he pe r fo r minq in an "nalisl'. ",ay, and if this 

h appen s with many of the phoneJT'es it vii 11 contribute c 

foreign accent. 

So the second st a0e in l earnin o nronunciation must be 

t o learn to use as !'l any dif :"e rent scun<'ls as ic; np.cessary to 

r e prese nt a particular phoneme . In theory,). single Dhon<:!me 

is rep r e sented hy a diffe r en·/: f'ounc1 in ,:, very differe nt oosi­

tion in which it occurs, b ut most of these diffe r e nce s will 

be made automatically by the learner. It i.s only i n cases 

whe r e this i s unlikely to haop en that it '''ill be n e ce ssary 

t o \vorry about oarticula~ SOun0S wi thin a p h onem8. 

Thf!re is one other r 2 1ati on het\oleen sonn ti and ohcneJT'e 

which Macl<e.u (1 96 5) not ·"s to o j ve trouDle . He r e i s an 

examnle: in Pna lish /d/ and / a/ ? r e oifferent phonemes; in 
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SJ:.'c.nish there are soun"!s which a r c simil;>r to those use d in 

".:n (~lish to renresent 1:'12s8 T)honoln(~s - 1'1(' can wri tee thAm 

d and d l but in Spanish th~, s.) two sounds be 10'1'1 t o the same 

ohonemc - ~Jhcn the phoneme occurs he tween v0wels it is 

r epr e sented by ;)', as in na{la, 'nothinG', but. 1 • .,hen it occurs 

in initial position it is represAntea by r/~ il.S in dOll, 'blo'. 

Thi s wi 11 cause di fficul 'cy for the Snanish speake r becausA 

althoucch he has more or less tr c Sa11'A S0U'l0S il.S in 1':n<;lish 

he is !lo·t ab l e to use them indepe ndentl" anrl "Ihrmr,ver a'l 

English /d/ 0ccurs betwe·"n v0wels hR will h e in aRnger c.f 

usinq /a/ I an" confusinG blLe.ed"[n9 /hri :<'lin/ ~Ti.t.h hlLt>.ath.Lnq 

/bri: din/ ana ,.,henever Pnqlish /~/ occurs in initial posi­

tion he 'Idll hc in nanr;er o f usinrr /"-/, ana confusinC' thel, 

/;)'ei/ am' dalj /<'!"'i/. I n general, if' t··'0 c;0\L'V1S b e l one- t .O 

one phoneme in ('nc's 1angu2.qe, but to t"70 c' i fferent p .honern8s 

in English t):1€re ~!j,ll be danqcr of confusions until ('no has 

learnt to foroet the h'1bi ts o f 0ne ' s lanrru.aC'c ,m o use the 

sounds incl.ef'0nclently as in :<':nglish. .l' .. ccordin'1 t c O' Conn('r, 

"This cw be done by c"tre rul listenincr an<'l accur3.te use of 

the speech oroans ane a grr)",-t c'(-,a l of practic"!" ( j_b"[d.:141 . 

On the other hand, in an rTIC'flish 'Ohone11'ic a l phabet we 

include [bl and [pJ to r e present all th8 0ccurr8nces of 

sounds recoonizec' bv English sreakers ilS [1'>1 and [nl . This 

does not moan that. a ll pronunciations of rr l il.re the si'tJ11e. 

T'ley are' not. In the word pJ..t the initial sound is aspi­

rateo, that is follo~'erJ b y a release of a ir. In the ~lorc 
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,~ p'<' ;t, it is nnt. But. in Ell'] lis!-> the ('iffpr~nce ">etween 

,'lspirat ec' p and nnn-asDirate ,:'). r l"ilkes nn c1ifference tc 

meaning. If it did, ","> shoul d n ee" t,·,o symbo l s. If we do 

need t.o refe r to diffe r e n1, pronunci a tions ()f [p] in differ-

'.'!nt phonetic cont~xt.s, h'e c an call them t .he a llophones o f 

[pl . Ewn the nRtive sPGaker v'ithf'llt ",l)oncti.c trainino 

finds 'a lloDhones diffict:lt: 'co h~ar bp.cause nI l o ur exne ri-

ence in understanc1inrr En(~ lish has tau"h t us to igno r e them 

and atte J"d only to the phon emic oifferences. nne o f the 

eas i ,=st r1iffe r e ncAs t o snot is thi't betvlp.cn t'l8 two a 11o-

nhon" s of [1'l i n little. :<lrisht anc'l l"cC:rerror say, "'1.'0 an 

'-;n c-; lish ear mA.nv fore ign s;:)e,~.kp rs v'h o 00 n 0t make this 
Ii 

distinction Rrmear to say I leet'<'.f I( R,\;.qh.t: ClYld McGJtego.'t 

797 g, 77 9 ). 

'r",,:) lanouarrs s may dj.ffer cf'nsiaerably in th8 combina-

ti nns they pe rmit : this may be a nreat source o f difficulty 

in learninG to ;?rOnOUnC8 a seconrl lanrruane. For tXarrfC'Ie , 

English , French ann ~ussi an h~vc th8 sounn" I~/, I~/, Iyl, 

but the Fnnlish o r Prencl! l earne r o f "Iussian has difficulty 

in combinino thorn into Russian v10rns. 

Not 0nly t.he coml'inations the,ros" lves are diffe r e nt, hut 

also !'ire the posi tj.ons in which thev occur. 'l'he r •. ' is, for 

example , a bia d ifference in Ennlish in th e number of combi-

nations permitted before stnaSSf'eJ. vO"}els ani' t'10 numbe r 

allowed. <,fter them ; the r e i s also in !l llssi an . But thos'~ 

pe r!l1itter befo r e th(~ v')we l in Fuss:!.Rn a r~ not th " S2.me 
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CIS those perMitt~c1 b.~fore t.he vO\v01 jn En.alish; s o tha t it 

is easy for an Rn01ish S')O~k:"Y' to ('nn a Norr" 1.n / - t.s!, as 

in the word cats, but. harder fnr l~im to bcc:in a word .,i th 

/ts - /, as h", v/ill need t'" if he ha,.,!'ens to be I p.i:1rn inr 

Russian . For th", sa",,,, r sason, 

Spanish learners of. Fnalish will nrO!1ouncs 
the Hord I.>;tell/~ as /est",):/ and dJtug,ldofu!. aB 
/drAaestor/; f o r althoucrh Snanish has the 
combination / -I.>:t / aft er a strc,sser vo.ro l 
it does nnt 'lilV,) it. before one, and m)ver 
beains a Vlord with //.,;t- / ' (Mll ckel! 1965 , 841 . 

Coml:>inati0ns of s ounds can nrcsent d i fficulti,~ s. In 

every lanauage there are r e stricti ons on arouns of conson-

ant:[~ that occur at. th8 beginnin<" of a wore, 'initi a,l 

cluste rs', an" those that occur at the end of 3 word,' final 

clusters'. 1\s J. Ke.Ylwo Jt ;/;!ty (19&7 ; 161 writes, "'1'l1e restri-

tions a rE' of two tynes ; (l) r e strictions on number; (?o) 

r e strictions on which consonant~ can 0ccur and in ""hat order." 

For examrl-o, in f:'nC'lish therE! are i.nitial clusters of tlt/O 

or three, an (1 no more (nlace/spli t) . In cln.sters of t.hree' 1.>' 

is always the first, so 'r£.6,t;t' is not a ')ossib le ,"nqlish 

worCl. Some lanouaqes have a restriction i n n'unber of 'one', 

i.e. no clusters are permitted either in initial or final 

poei tion or both. 

If the learner's native lanauaqe has, SCl'{, t."o as its 

unper lil!'i.t in initial consonant clusters , th"'ln p ronouncinq 

English three-term clus ters may cause problems. In the words 

of J. KenwoJtthy , >lAPel eV'2n if the learner's language does have 

three-term initial clusters, if the learner is not use el to 



n rof.' uc i n,) n art.i cular c onson an t r- in a ,..,a r ticul a r o r ,:1'3r, this 

'nay l e a d t o prob l e Ms" U b.ict . : 17) . 

2 . 2 Orowo an d its Phone mes 

The 0 r o111o lanrrua,,~ in :sthiooia has many r1ivis i ons , 

though it i s not c l ea r j us t how far theese d i visions r e a lly 

r eprese nt d i ffe r ences i n S\X3," cr and ho"" much t hey ar., 

s i mp l y geoaranhical. Be. nde.1(. c.t a. {' . ( 19 75) assu.me t hat t he r e 

ar'~ at least five diale cts of Or ol'1o : Me cha (we s te rn) , Tulema 

(central) , ~.yo l lo, Raya (n or-t h0 rn) , easte rn and southe rn . 

The q ue st i on can f airly be aske d as to ~.,hH the r t.he 

Oromo o f Bthiopia i s r e ally onE' lanquarre with w0 l1- marker'l. 

d :i. a l ect diffe r e nce s, o r seve ral lanolJaar> s . !' os t oDs"" rve rs 

(c"g. Andltz e. jewoIG.i 1960 ) n ':00rt that. Gallas from one a r e a 

'!lay have cifHculty i.n o.eju.sti DC! to the (1io.1e c t . o f "" 

diffu:'e nt are a, bnt that '1:11o, a<'j us tP1ent d oes take p lace , 

r<"quirin cr a few 'tlep.ks or a t mos t . a f'e~r mon t.hs . 

S i mi larl y , Be nce r h a s t he followina to say , "B u t on 

t he grounds of mu tua l inte lligibi li tv ana basic vocabu l ary, 

it. s e8ms fair to ma intai ll that Fthion.ian r a l1a is one lan-

quage " ( Be.nd"-It e :t. a.{'. 19 7 6: 130) . 

On the other hand, l o.ngua ge. .il1 I: .th.iop.ia by 1',1.0 rende r 
, 

e t a1 . ( 19 76) aive~ a o ood account o f Oromo f rom a ge n e ral 

n oint of vi e ,] . In the phon o l oqy s~ ction i t: cr i ves fi ve b as ic 

v O'!]e 1s . These vowe Is ( .i , e., ct , 0 , u ) mav OCCllr short or loner ; 

the l ong vowe ls are indicated by .i :, e o, a : , 0 : , U:. 
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Bar issa /bAli.J.. : ,HI. ' /, the Oromo v'Poekly, (1 <) 513 "'.C.) Give:> 

similar n~be r of vOl.oJp l s i ll OroP1o . T'JhAn He COnS l o.0 r th~se 

i n i:E' rms of' De ine; st,ort ana lonrr, ,,/.-:>. r:e t il tota l o f t e n 

vow.~ ls • 

The consonants of Oromo are v€ IC' la.rae l y those of the 

~thiol")ian- are a lanqua cr .. ~s ~ / p ', r , M J f , t, t ' , r J 1 , d , r, s, 

v v , V '" v _ I h . . 
:1 , C, C , J , n, s, h , 1< , <; , '::l , 7, w , y/. T "" eJect~ve 

s e r i es occur excent for /s ' /, and also th" a l ve olar den tal 

stop /0/ found i h Cushi ti c an a (lIT-ot i c l an0uaa,,"s but not in 

S·:'!mitic . The voiced /z/ doc s not occur excent in loan words. 

The qlotta l stop /7/ is found in I"echa oialc ct but 

t e nds to aisaDnear in Tule ma , resu l tinq in a l m·.g the nina of 

the follCYlina vowel or COEsonant . 

Examp.i'.e: 
Ijechn : 2aru ' .to 0e.t: anljltll ' 

Tu£e~a: a:ru " 
Mecha : har?a ' to da.u ' - -' 

Tu£ema: harra " 

!I.s to consonant clus t e rs, groun of three consonants a r e 

broke n up bv th~ introduct ion of a vo've 1 jj / . 

Exampte : erq-i-na ' WE. .6 e nd' (from c r c +na) (J.. bJ..d.: l HI . 

Anothe r imnortant book in ",hich a mention of OrOJl1O 

'Jhonology is made is Th e Mon - S emJ...t:J..c Lo.nljUaRe.6 06 E.t:hJ..opJ..a, 

'2di ·ted by L. M. Be.ndel[. Th.} b ook in its chanter, Olto mo 06 

(~ ot.i'.e.g a, bv Gene Glto.qR (p . 17 4). in the nhono l ocry s e ction, 

through charts, deals -"ith tbG consonant ann vowe l sounds, 

SUpraS8 qTrfmta1, and l1'orDho>;,honcll'ics . Lon'" vo'"e18 arc repre-
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sented by thE' doublin<] of tl-t" particular vmml so that, 

for c}::amp le, thf' short fl i): Valla ' Radz ' is (list.inouisl-·c cl. 

fro;"!' th 2 lonq all in Vaaba 'plclPt'. 

l\nother hool< ,.orth mentionin'1 is" Battista Cavalieri'l's 

GILamtnat-<-C!a deR.ea L-<-n,qua OILomo (193<). 'Phis book which is 

written in Ital j.an, start.s w j th a clescription of the ('romo 

sounds and states that (\romo sounos C.r e not r'liffercot ft"om 

Italian in most cases. For exam,:,le, the l' sound, which is 

~; important ohoneme i n Oromo is said to he the same as the 

V s ound in Sicilian dialect [ thp . .6ouILC!e a..6 quoted by f!ejene 

Le :ta (1 91'0, 12)] . 

2.3 Lite rature c)n the Th20rie s of Contrasti"", l\nalysis (ell) 

2 .3.1 ~raditional Ap~lications o~ CA 

Contrastive a~alysis is a branch of linauistics 

which trie s to discover siJ'lj.larit.iAs an<" differences 

between two lanauagcs by contrastin<"' svsteJ11aticallv 

the 0.ifferent. structures of t- he lanquanAs in que stion . 

contrastive linguis ti cs clai~s that a secone 

lanquaqe learner encounters various problems when h A 

learn s the taract lanauage. This is so b8 causR his 

native tonque habits "'hi ch are deeply root.ed come in 

the way when an individual strives to learn L? " Thus, 

he tends to transfer his lannuaqe habits onto the 

tar0et langua~e . 

states~ 

In sunnort-. of th is vie-,., R. Lado 
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"'ransf'er is t h,,> ·'O!xtension of a nativ." 
lanrruilC1e habit ;.nto the tarl"ct lanC"uar'c 
\'li t .h o r ,.,1. thout. the' awl'lr<' !'lAS s of f:.h-, 
learner. ~I!h~n t.he trcn~ferred habit is 
accent-able in tar9r~t lanrruar""c, ~7P. h3.vC 
facili t .atin!'l. Hhen trp. transferrer'! habit: 
is unaccentflble i r, the tarf"8t. lan("uflr;" we, 
have int.erf8rc nce apr'! an extra 18arnino 
burdqn is assum~rl. ( R . La.do 196 4: un 

'J'o this effect, an inclivie"ual learner £ac8 s (I.ifficul-

ties in the usC' of certain ;Jhonel"'E's "nn their v a riants that. 

roay only exis t in the targe t lanr-l)al'e. I's R. Lar10 e X1"lRi.ns, 

r.;xnerience shm;3 t ha t \·,h8n thr., f'oTl'!i qn. 
lanr,uaoe learne r uses a nhon8me \'lhic1-:t 
uGes nnt exisi'. in ":'1'Ie learner's niltiv8 
lRnCluane, that is, I~hen there is no 
phoneI'1e in th '" l"!.i2 ti v(' lan,-,uarc; that 
coulCl he trans fp n :.,o;,.l t o thE' f o r e if"n 
lan("u"",€' and Clct.ua lly f unction as t,l-Je 
.... hGnel1'p. in ('fucstion, t.hp. stn0ent will 
not. be a1::> l e t o "r0ducp. that nhone l1'e 
re arli. ly in l:!arnin r th e forei("n lan'l'l­
M ·e . Ho ,.,ill subs-!-.itute SOMP. oth0.r 
phoneMe ~rnm his native stock. ~xn~ri­

encl'! ana experimcni:s alsl" ""hoH that ~hp. 

learner Fill have troupl", l e," rninr< as 
'",e ll as nrocluci n r1 th.e nmv "'>'0'181'18 (R. 
l.ad 0 1 9 57: 1 3) . . 

Contrasti vc linC'!"uistics, ror(:\()vcr, c:;lal.ms thfl.t MC'.ny 

of the difficulties in l'2arninr 12 are "ue to the fact thi'lt 

L'2 c1iffe rs from T'l' Tl-Jere fQre , unclerstanclinr the ar0a of 

differ',mces betl;1een Ll an " L2 v1()ule" tacili tab" l:h e teachinrr 

an (~ 12arninr of L2 for i i.: brin0f) forth the ""rnhlematic 

sounds ",hich in turn hel'- p in" Gint the errors tloat C.re likely 

to r e sult. owinc; t<'l int·erferencE' . I p this r ef"arc Mackey 

writes : 
\ 
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Differenti al cJ·escri::· tion is of narticular 
interest to lcnc:- uaq(·~ teachinr:r hcca'ls0 1J1any 
of the difficulties in lCRrninq R second 
lanC1u age are due to tne fact that it 
differs from thp. first . So that. if \,e sub­
tract the characteristics of the first 
lanqua<:!'e from t.hose of the second, \-lhat 
lJresumably r~milinG is a list of the laamer's 
difficulties (MaQkey 1965: 80). 

Furthermore, CA can be useful for r.>re,??rinu t each-

in" materials. Tn the worc1s of Charles C. Fri es in 

his book, Teaching a.'1d Learn; n(1' Fnqlish as a Forei cm 

LanOURae, "T.he most (~ ff(.cti va JT'aterials "Ire those that 

are bas8d on scientific descri:>tion of the lan0 uaqe to 

be learnt car0.fully compared Hi t.h a narall~l descrip-

tion of the nati v,= lano ua0e of the l£arn<> r" (C haJt.f.e~ 

FJt,Le~ 1945: 9). 

In line with t h is, a nUl1'ber of flmdaJ!"3nt a l an r'i 

applico obiccti ves have tra(li tionally been att:dbuted 

to CJI, 

1. Providinc insig;its into similarities and diffl'! r-

ences beb"een l.2.nguages; 

2. explainina and Drcdict i n0 nrobleI!1s in J"2 l e arn ing; 

3. develonina course mat.e rial for language t e a.china 

(Theo Van Fls et al . lQR4: 46). 

In supnort of the s e objectives of r~, R.Lado 

argueCl , 

~he key to c1.,O-r08S of (li"ficultv li~s in the 
comnarison betw08n the native an(l the foreion 
l anauaa.e . Sinc2 an individual tends to 
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transfer the f ";'lturr s of !-tis nati"" lanqu­
acre to th" fon' ~. gT) .lancmacre, n coroDi'lr2-ti V f} 

st.uctv t~j. ll b" useful in id'mtify incr the 
like nesses and <:1.1 ff8rences b8tHeen t'.1.S 
laT'guacres and thew l~nab le the lil'<;ui ci:; to 
nrec1ict. areas of difficulty for thE' sc·,cond 
lanauan", learner ( H./-: . St~ Jtn 198 6: 159 ). 

From the se objectives of ('/1. it can be infe rred 

that. Cl'" 8i ffe rs from other anoroaches Ie . R . eJt/to/t 

anaf. lj<\-<-<\) in so far that i t does not actua lJy take the 

L2 learner into account. It: is based on the similari­

ties and differences that exist between l:WO or l'lC re 

lanC'uaaes , a t the sa.we ti!l'e takinC" into -1.cco unt a 

numl' er ofaxioJT1s about> L2 l earninq behaviouL 

1I.s to various bypothe s cs n\l t. fOT'.~ard by lin auists 

re<]ardinq r..I', I ,ulserred F-rk ihlln (1981, 7) st'mmarizes as 

follows : 

1. that a n8'" "hm-,e 'lle in I,? constitutes a difficult" 

for t:he n a tive lanqua0c .sneakers; 

~. thi'!t learninC! a comnletelv ne~J phoneme is much 

easier than l earnina one ,·,hich is nart i a lly in a 

similar class in t h G target lanauaae; 

3. that all !1eW ohonem8 s are not equally ilifficul t to 

l earn since some mav be More difficult than others 

be cause of c1if ferences in articulation at the phone-

tic l e ve l of nroduction and nerception ; 

(t . that a new ~honet.ic ci.ff0.rence bet\~een the native 

and the tarCTC!t lanc:uane is somctiJ'1es more rhfficult 

thaI' phonemic di f f ,"' rences; 
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S. that di fferences in all.onhonic variations of t:hE' 

corresoonnin<; o honen1e !;. :IN') c1ifferenc:w in the 

distributional variants mav result in wron.q 

ne rceotion of the, same ,.,hon ')",e s t .hrouah confusion 

vIi th others. as well as I" rona pronun ciation . 

2 . 3.2 Previous Norks 

In the l<:l60s , tne!:"e V'('rc '1uite a <"e", J)aper~3 

written which claimed too he able to or('cict errors in 

thE. pronunciation of' seconn lanCluane l earne r s on the 

b2.sis of a C"A of th8 phonolo<"'ies 0" the "lL c.nd 1'L. 

Al l l..;arner r:'! rrors in p roI"unciation T;Je r n: f~ lt to 

ori g inate froIP n~qati v r-:. t rensf~ r - +:hat i.s /I the 

l ear ner ' s cttJ~mpt to us ", inaor>ropriate sound patte rns 

of the NL in r> l ac'c of tb e soun Cl p att(> rn .<; of the orr.. 

Elain'-' F.. Tarol'. :.: in b i s art-ie18 , The Phonoloqy of 

Inte rlanGuage in Un d(., rstancinrr s e cont:' anil J<orcif'n 

Lan~uaGe Learn inn, (cd. by Jack C. Richards 1 978 ~ 16-20) 

sUJ11Jl'arizes some of the e xpe rimental ~':ucli ·" s carri ed out to 

find cut promillciation 1,)roblems -Facp d bv T"2 18 arners as 

follows: 

Briere's results s h o\t-'ec'l in 1<:16 6 that C1'., as it 

>"as commonly beinq used to pr"!cict nronun<::iati. on 

problems for L2 l;arne rs , "~las not c01"nletely s uccess­

ful in its nreoictions of l r,a rne r pe rfor'1lancc on an 

e xpe rimental task. 
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Other eX'l('rimc n'ca l st.uCiics usin0 isolated ~qo r(1s 

and syllables examinpd trw jlerceDt.ion 0" soer-cn. sotmds 

by speakers 0" several lanr<ua08s. Carroll <'Ind ':~apon 

(1 957-1958) I I.otz (J.%O) and Scholes (19'~n had 

r esults indicatin~ that neQativ8 transfer from the NL 

",'as influencinrr subjects I performance on experimen tal 

percention tasks, Ivhile Stevens (196 9 ) and Sinc:h ane 

Black (1966) concludefl that. i:he subjects I perce-?tion 

of some TL features o,f;rateo inCienendently of their 

first lancruarre backC;Topnd . 

,Tohansson (1 ) 73) r(O?crts on a very 8x·c.0nsive si:udy 

' Thich analyzes the Geqmcnt.al interlanquarr,~ phonoloqies 

of IBn native! sne3.lccrs of nine c'iff0rent l aneuarres, 

,"ho we re ask"''' to r:~Dort. rVlOdish ('T'T,) Hords and. sen­

tences which they hfcard on time. 

The research'?r concludes from hpr study t.hat. 'a 

larae nUJ11ber of i:h ~ substitutions mad8 could have been 

lJ r eeict.efl by r'p '; hOvlcvcr , she i'llso concludes that 

there "len, some 0en,~ral camPlon dirpcti ons for sub-· 

sti tntion follo"led by all l anqt;ar;e rrrOU0S. 

Her study reve als i:hat it is not enouah to pre­

dict that di ffer811ces b,:~ t.\\'een two 0honolo,]ica l systems 

"'ill automr>.tically creatCl learninrr uroblems i n exact 

oro:rortion to th", 00. n -rce 0' clif"'erence betw8en thew. 

In sot:le coi'lses , NL 'mrl TL soun(15 vlhich Seemf' 0 to be 

very dif f erent Y)resenterl no learnin r ~rohlem. 
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Johansson ' s ~ata SUg02st that one o~ the constraints 

involved in shanin g th:~ relativq d.i.fficulty of t.he 

l CCl rnin <1 of new !J? sounds rna,' have to 00 ~Ii tt> the 

i~insic difficulty of those L2 sounds, an ef f ect onerat­

ing inderyendent of the nroce ss of n C<1ative transfer, but 

inte ractinq with i t . 

Hode (1976) finds '~ vidence that some ohonoloqical 

e l e l"ents are strow;ly affect ed by n q(Tati ve transfer 

from the }'L, ~lhil e other e l emen ts seen' to be acquire d 

l..ri ·cr no in fluence f r om ·the NT. , hut ratl-ter in 'ehe same 

\"'1Y that a chi l C' w()ulC'. acauire th0m in a Ll nhono lo9Y. 

Pasei' on ·the Vl'.oorics of f'l , a number of contras-

tivI::? stu0i(ls, a t ohonolocrical Jeve l , hn.v(-~ been ca rri'3d 

out. h"twefm "nC'l.i sh arId l"anv l anrruarres o f th,~ 1-!C rlC'. 

'J'he1;'.(O> studies hav~ reveal ed that ",here there a r.e 

diffe rences betHe " n thE'; :lative lanrruar.e and Bn"lish, 

fore ic[n l ea rne rs of Bn c: lish p.ncount·~r di <:fj.culU.f. s in 

p ronouncinG nhonem,,,s 1.,hiGh are non-existent: in t.he 

n ."lt.i.ve lanrruacre . In these stl',lies , nhonemes of Ll an,:' 

E!nq lish are comnarea. to I? ref'ict the errors that: a r e 

lik<: ly to cron un in the rrocess of learninG English as 

a seconr or -Fore i nn lanquBCTe. 

I t is, the r e ~o re, worthwhi Ie to taJ«'! sOlne of these 

studi e s and see the difficl'lties as indicate~ hv 

r es€flrchers . 

I 



2 .3 ,2 .1 Arabic Vis-a-vi s Fnolish 

jls l\r ab ic is differe nt from Fnrlish, certain 

c2tE'l"1orips (Phon8m,=s ) ,.hich are foune' in "Pncrlj,sP pav 

t,,) absent in I\ rahi c . 'Phese ahspnt r::aterories may 

troub le ,7\rab i c-sneakiny learners o~ >:nalish. ":'0 this 

e ffect, 0.'('onnor .in h i s b ook , Better Fn nlj, sh PJ~onuncia­

tion, I')res",nts th"! followinn : 

In Arahic 161 awl Ivl may be confused , I{,I J:-einn 

use e for both, but I vl may occur in l',rabic in borrowed 

names . 

lei and I~ I do r,pi: occur 1n l· rabic and ar,:' rpl')laced 

by hi clOd Izl re s pectively . 

/pl nnd Ibl ar'~ confllser1 , Ibl beino use"! for both. 

I t I an::' Id/ are o",otal'li:.ons in ?"rabic. St0ps <".re not 

<}<:me rall" explooed in t:l"" fi.nal '10si t5, on in l\ r abic and 

t:h:~ st:ror!'" stops ar") ' oft.',n unas,-,j rated. 

li s r e'1ar o s vow~ ls, in ,'rabic 1-i.1 a n -I le i are con,. 

f used, lei beinn used for hoth . 1'?1l1 and l a : / ai:e not 

entire ly indenendent in n r ahic and th", r", is dange r of 

replacinq one bv t11" othe r in some nlaces. /AI "nc, 1)1 

are confuseo, an i ntel.TIl.edi at0 vowel be in rr use d for both. 

lei.1 is r e", l1'lceo by tne usua lly non-dinht'1on '12. l vowel 

1e. :1 as in be:!.: 'house' . la lL / is n~p li'.c~r1 by the non­

dip hthonr.lll vowe l in }\.r21r. ic as in mo: z 1 canan cs ', and 

this may cause confusio;'. wi t h Fnrclish IJ : I. I-i.a, 

Ea, U'il/ are r e nli'_ced :)',' t he ne 'l rr-,st vOH",l soun(~. /-i. : , e:, 

I 



u: I + l' r abic Iltl respcctive]\-_ (~ ' ronnor 197~ : 168-69). 

2 . 3.2. 2 rrench Vis-a-Vis ~n0li sh 

]Is in l'·. r nbic, 101 an.d I~I dn Tl ol: occur in French 

and a r e renlaced by I~ I and Iz/, or l ess commonly 

by If I ancl Ivl. 

Inl does not occur in French and is omitted in 

F.nqlish. Ip , ~,kl are qene ra lly not asnira t ed in French, 

which way lead t o confusion with Ib,d,gl in Bnc-lish . 

1;(;1 anl~ Idl are dental stops in French. It I j.s a l",'aY5 

c l ear in French. 

[>5 to vowels, 1-<.:/ ancl 1-<.1 a re confused, 1-<.:1 

heina uS8cl for bOtl1. I (£ I and I A I are con fused, I AI 

be i n n usp.n for both 0 llil is often uronounce d in a ~liJ.y 

t.hat makes it sound like r:nolish IA/ . la ul is replaced 

by the non-diphthonga l v()1r'el in Prench beau, which 

causes confusion witb 13 : / . le-<'I is r e ryl aced by the 

non-dil"hthon<'al vOl.,e l in French ga-<. ' Gay' . 1-<' a , Ea ,ua I 
are r e nlaced by the nearest vowel sound + Iltl in Fr80ch 
a s in R.A..lte 'rean' , ~eltlte 'ear.th ', R.O Ultrl ' hGavy ' . 

Vowel s art:' usually short. in French, com:<) 2\r 20 '"ith 

F:nc;lish .. «("Conn er 1'1'[,, ; 171-72). 

2.3.2.3 Swahili Vis-a-Vis Enolish 

The Enrrlish c ')TIsonan t: sounc1s do not ,::,i ve S"!2hi li-

speaking stuclents much dif"iculty \"hen they occur 

bc3:co r e vo'"e ls . '1'h~ main rroblems arise .... ith consonant 
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clus ters to \"hi.<:"h students ,·,il l be tm"pt."!cl to ".ro a 

vowe 1 SOlID C • 

1\s far "S v0'Ncls are concernp.c., S,·,ahili allo",s 

all the rossible combinations of its Hv'2! vowels, hut 

9iv~'s one syllabl,: to .?aeh vOl-Jel, so that the COIl'bi­

nation of two vml.?ls is tyro syllables, as in worcs like 

be). and p).a. Thus, a S",ahili sneaker who h"an~ or 

r,>roouces an B:n0.1ish di::,hthon0 either h e \~ill makE. it 

two syllables, or h(~ IIlill replace it by the c losest 

simple vOI"cl . 'Phe secone t yne of error is p r obat l'1 more 

freC'llent. '1'he "nr,lish "'orr' .tate is likely to be con-

fused either \.r i th .tar; ).t or ,,,i th .eet . 

Teachi n r (Revised ~ditioll) Institute of ~ducation, 

rJnive rsity of T";ar CD r?e.laa 1" , IP7-1) . 

2.3.2 . '" .'mharic Vis-a~Vis F'nC'liqh 

For l'mharic-soeakiD'J learners of Fnrrlish, accorcl.­

j.n" to 'J'acnese Beyene (1968), cateC'orips like Iv, 0, 

0, n,.t, It/ constitute 2 learninr- ,.,robleIl' -From amon0.st 

the Rnqlish consonants. 

Regardin0. vO'>lels f l:mharic has onlv seven vowels, 

but r.:n",lish has twe lve p ure vowels. Therefore, the 

c!'!teC'ories which a r e non-existent in r-mharic but: found 

in English constitute a special ~rohle~ for Amharic­

s1?eak inC" learners of Fncrlish . 
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As to consonant clus t .", rs, the Hrit.'~ r explains 

that the re are no initl. a l consonant clustt, rs in 

Amharic. i' 11 th<;, clusters arc either J11edial 0r final. 

But, it is evident from 8}(r,0ri ence that '3.11 initial "'-no 

finC' l comnlcx consonant clusters in Fnolish constitute 

a problem f0r ~mhari c snc ak~rs . 

"or('over, none of ~:.he Fn'11ish diphthoncs occur in 

funha ric, the refore EnS' lish dinhthonqs may constitute a 

p r ob lel11 for Amharic-sp,=akinn l earne rs of En"lish •. 

rrh~ above rnentiQn.::.~G lcncuacres have haen t.?ken as 

2xarrn l es to show th" d i ffi.cu l tips :"acpo t)y ~ peil.k<=· r,q of 

different l angua0;s in l':, arnin C' SOIT'8 :.:nnlish nhonernes 

and their variants. A.lt-hC"unh contrasti V"(~ studie s, at 

phono l o<" icil.l l evo l , b etw"0n "nrlish il.ne' ':lost major 

l ancnac<;'s 0" the world have been carried out, little 

is aone in this r o<"ard L' Ethionia. I t i s, howe ve r, 

true thi'lt a numbpr (, f stu('ents I)ave carried o ut con­

t.rastivi' studies o e twGen l'Mharic and other Sthiopian 

lan(fua(!es for their s eni o r essavs as nartial fulfil­

ment for BA i'Uld theses fo r /fA necrrees at l~adi ~ Ab aba 

Uni versi tv, li tt.l ·" has b~en done bet'~eell Fn 0 lish and 

Ethiooian lanouC'oe s. To thi s '" ffe<:t, as shm'ln above 

(2.3.2.4), a constrastive stunv has bppn carri e d o ut 

hy ~adgese Bevene (196 8 ) hetwI"en l.mharic and Rnrrlish 

segIl'ental phon"!",es. In hi s stuny, !\r,(wJL.{.c. o.nd fYlq.l'.{.6h 

.6egmen.tae phoYlemeo,A colt:Uta6 .ti"e. o ,tudy, the rc"sea rcher 
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milkE' ~lhen l 8arnin'j P.nn lj.sh at: the level o f s " r;m~:mtol 

vhonomcs and c l assi.fi.ec tho r,r:o>c'ictec; errors .:lccordinrr 

to the ir tvpos. 

"'~B r.enar<'s 0romo, nc, contrnstivc stuav ha.s t ·een 

carri ed out hetw8~n T'~n"lish a n d Orol"c semrloni:al p h o neJ1les 

so f ar . But nevertheless , F.she tu Keber", (1 96 3 E. c. I 

has made a contrastive stlldv hc tw~rm l\rnharic and Oro!11 o 

sc,)rnental nhonemes. T'18 stuc'y was solel', based CD crr0r 

p r ecictions. Similarly, ('ulte Hailu (1968 >:.C. I carried 

out a contrastive study b e t.v/een the sa~c le.ncrue." CS. '."he 

l"l.ttcr study ,vas concern", c1 with error an'l l '!sis based on 

th the errors comT'1i tted by 8 (Trade ('rom" n e.ti ve speakinn, 

stllcents in learnin ,: 1\!Pharic. 

C'n the other hand, "'ako '1'olla (l!l'll) in his "tudy, 

The. Phol'tOfo!11f o~ 'Iec.ha OlLomo , h C\s <'lee.lt: "lith the serrITlental 

phonernp.s and s uprasp.Cjmental :rhon0l"1es of '~c ch a Orcl'lo . 

In this "lOr k , t he wri te r h as describ(~c the phon"IT'Ps anr 

thei r vari ants an-l th2 sll:rraSC0T1p.ntal nhonern~s of ()rorno 

other t h an intonation. Bence, T'lako Tolla ' s study he.s 

b een used as a valuah10 source for the d0script i cn o ~ 

Oro~o phonemes in the present study . 

2 . 3 . 3 The Present Tren~ 

For s everal dc cad2s, U .nC'uists and teachers assurner 

that !'lost second l";:lcl11.o.c;e learners' err o r s r t!sulted from 

('li f f e rences beti'le '-m the first and second lilnqu ac;es . 
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thocrv . Hn'N, res"arch8r's hnvn l "'RJ:nt that the first 

lClnnuf.lcre hac: a far sma lle r effect on s8cond l ~'1n c;ua{"fe 

syntax t.han previ ous l y thcurl)t . 

In support 0:4: this view, ~-l~ idi nul a'l,r (~;"! " to ~l l . in 

their book, Lanquaqc rr"V10, Nritg, "StuC'ic"; Sh0"l" for 

exall'ple, th 2.t. only 5\'i o,c the rr ramr'at.ical errors 

children [!lake nno. at most 20% of the ones 2.dul ts make 

can be traceCl to crossover frol'1 the i'irst lcmquace" 

( He.'<'d'<' Pu,f'al./ e;t .. a..e . 1982: 51 . 

Desc:>i.te a l on(Y histo r'.' of as" llPl,..,tion that the first. 

lan0uaQG hE1S Innr, hi:~ en. thr::: villain i n !3'2cond lan~uan0 

learnins, t.hp. major C;:'lllSe oi= a learner ' s probleIPs Hi th 

the n~w lanf"!na~,z, ?re s~:!nt res0.arch r esu.lts SUCf\7GEt that 

the I"ajor imnact t.h E· first. lanrmllC'e has 0n secont' lanrru­

a,?e acauisi tion I"".y hav-" to en ',lith accent, not. with 

rrrarrma r or syntax. In lire with this, R~idi Dulay. 

et ~l. fu rther stato, 'Ip r onunciation is more susceptible 

t.o f irst lanrrua0c cr0SS0VGr them rrrarnmar " (A. b'<'d I . 

An examination of the avaLlable ernY) i rical a.2ta 

that addresses the; ell. hynothesis has revr~a led that: 

1 . In neither child nor rdult L Z performance do the 

I"iljority of the qralTlIT'atical e rrors refl .," ct ·the 

learners I L
l

. 

2 0 L2 learnp.rs mak8 m?my errors in areas of qral1'mar 

that a r e comparable in both t.h., Ll and L? - e rrors 
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thflt shoulr1 nat b'~ mane if ' nosi+:ive transfer' 

Here oDeratinq . 

3 . L2 learnf'rs' jUcl.qemrmts of th" C'rflIT:Jl'i'lti ea l correct­

ness of 1,2. sentcnc9 s are more r e li'lter1 to J~ 2 spntcnce 

tvp!? thi'ln to the ir cw[> 1'1 st.ructure. 

4. Phonoloai.cal qrrc,:t's e yhibi t more Ll i nf.l uo ncE" than 

do sra8rnatical e rrors, fllthounh a substantial 

nUMber of t h e L2 pho:nclo<1icill errors childre n fT'ake 

are similar to those rade bv !\"onolin '1ual f.irst 

lancr ua<1e lea rners . '1[>(' only i'\ small ,",a rtian C' f 

phonolo,-.ioal errr>rs j [> rC'aoinr i"rc, tra ceab l e to t:he 

l earne r's T.'l (.[b.£d .; 97 - 981. 

Furthermore" 1:hos(' '."ho are onDose(l t" eA Ane follo,l 

error i".nalysis (" A), ,:l!" q uoteCl 1'" Luls 'C <1() c;. Frkihun, in 

his stu(lv, A Con~~a~tiue Study oC AMha~ic and Gedeo 

Phono £o9lf, assert t .nat: 

1 . Errors Hhich canD.ot DE' nreClict",(l by me ans of C~· can 

h" discoverer1 by e rro r flnalvsis; 

2. CA does not nr,-,dict diff!. clllti es ,.,hieh are p r 8 vi­

ouslv nnknown ! 

3. Error pr"dicti on is nc t only , in l1"ost:. cases, un­

necessary, but also un fGasi1:-1o "II thOl1t p rio r an?! lv­

sis which h AS l ad to ~~ne raliz ation in e rror nanusis 

(Lu.t.6e.9 e.d E"i£Ultun 198 1: 81. 

An Attempt h '\s 1::oen p"ar'l~ to hrie flv show wha t the 

pror·onents of ell have t (' SiW i'lbout. thIs T)re di.cti va dovie'} 

and what thos0. 'lh o a r e oPT'os('c to C1' sav about this 
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approach . T.n sum, the orol"oncnts of ('/\ say that (']\ is 

il ?r(>d ictivG device uS0n to nrcnict. !Joints of dif fi.cultv 

and errors that l '~ "I. rn''' rs ,Jill 111ake in th;~ p r occ3.sS of 

learninr L2 . There seems then to he th n!'~ thinas that 

c. CP can ore(lict: it can rrefiict - in thtC' sens'? 

'pre-ic'entif'y' - what asnects wj.ll cause problems 1 or 

it can predict difficulty; or it can pn!<i.ict e rrcrs. 

On the other hand, t .h ose ~'ho are oppose0 t o CIl. , in rhe 

worc's of ('arl Jam; s, say "CA is not onlv problematic, 

but also fraurht wi t.h controvp.rsy" (Ca1!J Jame!> 1980 : 166) 

I'espi t 8 th" attacks it has COl"1" und" r from differ<'mt 

quart'3rs, CP. still remains hir;hly viqorc'Us. Thi s viC'our 

manifest:s itself iE S (:.: v(-~ ral T.tlays:: naners r FJad out at 

conferences an'" publis]'lE.d in :journals; maste rs' eli sser­

tations; Cincl postlraduate CO\lr<;(~ co~;oonent offerin'}s in 

CZ\o r.s rarl ,Jafl"l0.g notes I' "r7'. hflS very hirh 'fact? va.li-

dity', thCit it S'l:=ms tha·t thee r>1i'1 \lsihle and ohvic:us 

thin'" thi'lt aplJlied J.in cruist:s ollf"'ht to clo, an'" yet at the 

same time thp.re an: these nanns of insecurity ccncerninn 

it.s theoretical "r)Undaticns" Ub,£d) . 

Simila:c1v, fT.H . Stern states, " lI lthnm;'h ex, has never 

rf)cC've red the nlacE; it he 10 in lanrruaC'c nedaC'ogy in the 

Garly sixties, its va 1 u(.\ rns been r c assess8 d C1n o its 

continued imoortan c<) is h?rd1" disnutcr'l" (H.II. :: .teltn 

1986 : 168) • 

J 
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~r.o St.1!il up, it can ..., (~ de duCf, (l frorr, the nreci .dina c XCTU-

I:1ents that althouqh Ci' has b ncn user' as a stronc; rredicti ve 

davioe for a number of: Y23.rS to n~veCll the ojff'icu~~.tc;s of 

s~co71d language leClrncrs, rc' s e arche:>:s have f'o\J!1d O:lt t_hat 

the influence of the l earner 's first lanquaqe in acoutri n a 

L2 is negliqible in <1Ta'llTT',ar or synta:-:. 'Ph" influence of' Ll 

is , however, s inni. ~icant ill, proronciation . 

However r>reni cti VB C.". may re to i -'lent i fy thE:. ai fficul ties 

L2 l e arners havE' at T'honolorrical lev,~l, the ',vri ter of this 

pa?cr feels thi'lt it is 'lIore y.cliahle t .o imalyz, the a c tual 

errors cormitted bv learners of J 2 . Hence, in this 98per, the 

wri ·ter has .'lttel'1ntecl to analy:"'::: ai f'fere!1t l"nC"lish sounds as 

r .'O' nccrea bv the subiects in th e proc'uction 
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3. ?esc;;rch t'<'"thor.olor'! 

3.1 Methoc of DatA r.ollcct i on 

In this s·tudy 62 n a tive sreakers of ('romo were c, iv"ln 

two tests to nenerate data for this stucy t o emni ric'llly 

w; rify the difficulties Oromo learners of Rn" l ish may hAve 

in cJ iscriminatinr rinC! or")d ucinr certain RnnU.sh seqm<:!l'ta l 

')honemes. 

'Tc this p.~fect , a '1i)'2s tionnaire \'las 0istribut<9c to all 

s e ctions of Fre shm.an de c; r ;G s tuoent s of 198 7/ ;{8 acadeI!'ic 

year at. the main campus o f [,,"dis lhaba llni",'r'li.ty . 'J:otally, 

587 studf'nts filled in thG questionnaire . 0f tlv~s" 58 7 

students, 81 a re native sp,~ake rs o f 0romo. 0ut of the s 8 81 

n ? t.ive sDeakers of ('rorno S "' rE: fem<l1 2s . 'T'hes; il l incJividuals 

come from 12 a<"ministra·l:ive r ,, (').onc; inrlurlin r r.(!c is Jlb?ba. 

'1'0 carry out the study, 67 suhir.cts w::! r e s e l e cto c from 

81 nctiv2 snenkers of Orr)mo by rnnc10m snm,-,linrr t e chnic-ue. 

However, the 9 rirls '''-=l~e a ll tuken for the !'act ·tha·t the 

nUiuber of females \"las ve ry small in comnari.son "ri th the 

number of males (72). So, 9 females and S3 n'ales ~.,er, o used 

in this s tudy_ 

The 62 sub~ects vl'2re q :'..ven b~o tests. "'he first tGst 

was discrimination t est w,d thf' seconr. "AS nroduction test. 

Prio r t o tht" administration -::> f t!1e tests, the subjects "i0re 

oriente d on 'the objective s of the tests uno h0'" to USf. 

) 
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the bests . 

anc, €?ch suh ~ ect was 'l i v·'0.!1 a n l~rnbAr th at corr~sl?or"der.~ t o his 

or h e r ne.mc on the li st. This \.,as ~ ()ne t.o avoi{l confus ion 

and faci li te.tc thr: work . 

Irl t h l?! discriminaticE t~~s t, minirnFll pairs t .he.t con s isted 

of English cons onan t and. vow~ l s o und s , ilinht'1on'ls, clC'sed ann 

open syl l ab l es and consone.n·': cl uste r s we r e (1.es i " ned pnvinC' 

J 
I 

ntK, a t tc;ntion t o a r eas thouc;ht to lor: problef{l".tic for Or omo 

l earners of >:nrlish. '"rho test t.o 1as 0i vi.~ed into part-.s to 

detect the sneci fic nroh l ",m,r; c]' c0un t er"0 hv th ', subjects in 

~ach part. ro:ach part yl-:-1S ta:.:::(~r onto a rncor:te r by t\,7() 

n::m-natj.ve spei'lke rs of Enc-lish "'hos8 ;;:n rlish '1r(mund. il tion i s 

acceptab l e an fl in ice lli?ib10 f ro!!' tl1e noint_ of vie~' of a 

n at i ve f;oeaker . 'T'his t(;:; e. 1- ~"'2S airncc! at veri "=v inr. the oifficul-

tit:s tht se respon dents Il'.av !'.a.ve in i'iscriminatinq beu,.e€!J rnqlish 

s ounfl.s that i'lre close l y r e l ab;i' hv their manner o f 

articulat i on ;'Ino/(")r poi nt 0f 'lrticul a tion. 

ThG producti c n tes t was ~es i0ne~ in context f i .e . minimal 

pairs were used i n senb~nC0 S . '!'he tes t ",as aimed ,,·t find i n'1 

o ut. v,he·thc r the r esflC'ndent.s cou ld nroduce wha.t: th0y ha.d t"is-

crimi natE(' or otherwise. :r'h,~;refore, each s ubject r e2.c1 onto 

thG t.ape- r gcoraer the sentenc'2S se l ect ed for this ournosc. 

-
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3 . 2 l-'8thod of Data T,nalysis 

:lfte r acrninisterin, the tv10 test.s, the next ste!, Has 

to analyze the resnons Cl S ai W'!"l t .o the first b~st ar,d to 

transcrire and analy ze the ,<rorc1s r 2 corcled i!"l t:h'" s econd test 

by each subject. 

ThEe resnonses r.i ven to the c"iscriMination t est we r e 

carefully markec'! and analyzeo t o find out t.he rliff.i.culties 

the suhjects hac'! in discriminatin0 the saunas . "'ho.D, the 

minimal pairs used in tho production test were transcribed 

ane'. cnm1?ared I"ith the same pairs as nrnnouncen bv a 

near-n2ti V0. sDPaker of 'Png lish to finC! out the ej. ff.i. cu lt i f':! s 

the subjects han in DroducinC' t:h8sp. ")airs. j\ f' t'0r that, the 

uronU:l.ci at ion e rrors !'lade by the subiects were Cl assified 

acccrd i ncr to their tyP~s. !1oreover, the results 0" t.h~ two 

t ests we r e comnarpd to s ee> if the re was any cor relation 

b~, tween cis crimination and proc"uction usinrr rank-ore.o r 

correlation coefficie nt (r l. The mean scores and standard s 

deviati cns of each t est were a lso computed an~ comnarec. 
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CHAPTBR FC'UP 

-1 . De scription and Corni'lrison of Enalish 

an d Oromo Soqm.enti'll l'honemp.s 

4 .1 De scription of ~n glish Phonemes and Allonhones 

NatiV(~ sneakers 0f Englisp from cUffe r e nt parts o f the 

wo rld have different accents, but the differences of a ccent 

are mainly the r e sult o f dif fe rences in the sound o f the 

vowe ls ; t .h e consonants "tre p r onouncer, in ve ry much the S?.JIle 

way wherever English is spoken. SO, i'lS O'connor (1976: 32) 

n otes, "If the vOH", ls you US8 are imnerfect it will not 

prevent you froll' bei.nc: tmderstood, b ut if the consonants a re 

imperfe ct the re wi 11 b n. a g r eat ri sk of misunderstandina ." 

O'Connor (ib~d. ) ~urther states tha t consonants contri­

but.e more t o makin'l 1':n qlish uncerstood than vow~, ls <:1.0. 

Second, consonants are gene rally IVlde bv a definite interfer­

e nce o f the vocal oroans with the air stream, and so a r e 

easie r to describe and unde rstann. 

In the production o f v O\>lel sounds, hcwevp.r , n one of the 

articulators corne verv close torether , ane r~e pass aae of the 

airstrea~ is relatively unobs tructen. As P. Lade fogec 

( 1982: 11) states, "Vc:>w:: l sounds mi'ly be s1')eci fi eo in terms of 

the position of the highest ~oint o~ the ton<1ue and the posi­

tion of the 1 ips. " 
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1 .1.1 The ronsonan t s of Enclish 

"J'. consonant is a sound i n ~lhich th", a ir from the lunas 

is not a llowp. o to pass o u t throurh t .he mouth \.i thout sOlne-

thin0 interruptin0 it" Robert Hooke and Jlldith Rowel l 

(1987.~ 2 ). -:n rr lish has 24 consonants . These consonant 

pho ne mes are described. as f o llo,./8 based on th8 ir manne r ann 

Doint o f a rticula tion. 'The writ8r 0f' this n "lne r has aClopted , 

in his descript ion of Eng lish phonemes, the mode l of cescriD-

tion used by HOvlard Jackson (1 982 ) in his book, Jlnalyzinrr 

8nglish ~ An Introduct i on t o Descrin tive Lin(1uistics (2nd ed .). 

The \.rit.e r has chosen this mooel f o r its clari ·ty and b revity. 

4.1.1. 1 The Stops (P l osi ves ) 

P losi ve consonants in EnGlish involve a comp l ete closure 

in the mouth, a raiser ve l um prewmtinq e SCCln", o f a ir throuGh 

the nasal CRvi ty, a nC' ")lo sion a fter the r e 1~as8 of t he closure. 

The phon emes /n/ , /t/ illlQ /k/ each h ave an asp irated 

a l lophone h [p ], [th] ann [k h], and an unasnirated a llonhone 

[p ], [t], [k] . .'1nd the s e a l lOphones are in comple mentary dis-

tribution: the unasnir a t ed a llophone occurs after /s/ and the 

asp irated a llophone occu rs in al l oth e r positi ons . The 

degr ee o f aspirati on v ari es :"ro11' envi r onme nt to e nvironment. 

The re is stronq asnirati cn wh"!n thp. n l osiv'? occurs initially 

in a stressec1. s,r11ahle , e . 0 . in pin. tin. l: i n . B .. ,twRen 

vowe l s the asniration tends tc h ,.., r ather wRak, anC' may indeed 

be absent altocreth'?r, ''' .Cj . in urmer, utter , s1lcke r. lin d in 
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fin a l 1>05i t .ion t.he amount c·r aspiration is variable , r.ene n(~inCT 

,."he ther t he plosive i s r r, l ", a scd fullv o r nC't, 8 . '1 . a s in sip, 

sit , sick . 

ThIS voiced p l os i vC's in Enrlish Ib, d, q! may b E', considered 

to have two a lloph ones . The main 'll l onhone , 'ln c the (me IIolhi ch 

occurs in all environm~nts, Js f ull" voiced [b), [ d) , rll). 

The o the r al lonho~e o ccurs only in \'lO rr"- f 1na l ]')os i tion 

ane i s a nevoiced vari ant. [8 J, [~), f%J . It is 1n fre" varia-

tio n w1 t.h th", fully voiced allc"')hone , that. 1s , o i the r o f the!!' 

may occur in thi s pos ition 1>li th no ryarticular f actor condi­

ti c>Ilin " the occurrence of on" rathp r than the o ther, e x cer,t 

fer th.; speake r's ,·,hi ro' a t . U).CJ time , e . n. as in rib, ric, rin . 

The d i ffe r ence bchJc cn I p ,t,kl B.nd Ib,a., , 1 in Enc:lish i s 

not m~ re ly on", of voicin':' , or eve n une q ui vocillly one cf voic­

i n c.:; that is, the ,'istinction be tw~en voicefl and vo ice l e ss. 

It i s a lso a diffe r e n ce o f a spirat i on . 'T'he one environmen t 

in which unasn irate d voice l e ss n los i ye s rfl'1ularly o c cur, i. e . 

aft", r lsi, is the one i n which voicec nlosj_Vp.s co n 0 t occur ~ 

the re are no Rn n lish "lOrds bec-innin,.. wi th I" bl v 1.6 dl or 1.6 q I . 

There is, therp.ff're , n o contrast. bct\"een vnicp.l",ss ana voi.cec1 

r,losive s in F:nclish i n thi3 envi ronment . Tn a l l other 

env1.ronments (in i tin1ly, fin i1. l l y, !_ntervocali c a lly) / p, t , k./ 

anCl /b,d,g/ a r e d i stin r;ui s he d both by voicinr. and llsuelly a l so 

by aST)ir·2 t i on . In fact, Fls p iration rinht bp. "l a id t n be mor e 

im)lnrt.ant in distinrruishinrr / p, t, 11./ (Oit woitd.6 c o nta..{.n-!.ng :them) 

, from Ib,c , ~1 (or wnr ds c nntain i nc them) . 
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Besides the allophon<" s alrean~l pv:mtioner1, the alveol ar 

rJlosi ve s e ach h ave a f\lrt.h:~ r 2.11()r'hone. III \'7oras lik~ 

w.tdth. Iw.tdOI anCi e..tqhth I c.t;te / t .h o a.rt icu] i' t ion o f t.h o T)losi ve 

i s n o t a lveolar, but (~enLlL tJoe t on'lu"" tiT") T"aKFJ S '''l c losure 

wi th the, ba.ck of the u')nc r frol' t teeth, rathe r 'ch an with the 

alvc0la r rick'e . So Idl h a s an allonhone rd~ h e f o r o a dent·'l1 
n 

fricativQ, anCi It I has i'ln allophone f~] before a dent al fricatiV8 . 

+ + 
Si'lli l a rly, the !,h'1P,o,me I bl has an allonhon e [icl o r rk h] 

b '-'d a re f r ont vcw"ls , and an a llophone [k] o r fkh] h .~:r: (' r", b ack 

vo',mls i anci the> t'honern', j eri has 211' allo j'honc + [n ) h e f o re front 

in fin a l nosi tion in a syllc'.b l e , i ·t may b e arti c ul a t e c' as a 

c;lottal. stop , e . r'. in ,~uLt. ' ; c- the rJ;rmeI:lo jtj has a lloT)hone 

[1] o ccurrirl'; in syllab I '" f i.p2.1 n ositi(,>11 anr1 "lhi ch i s in fre", 

variatio n with [ t \' ] • 

4.1.1. 2 The Fricatives 

The l argest (""roup of c ons('n i'lnt.s in P.n<Tlish ccm~ris8 s the 

frica ·tives, sounr.s t\) i'lt i nvo lv(' a near-cl('>sur'" "Ti th friction 

r e sul tinr between the arti culato rs. In most case s the r e i s 

'i v o ice d and a v o ice l e s s fricative occl1rrinn at e ach Dlace of 

articulation. 

LikE: voicer nl c si w"'s, v o icen fri c atives have a (levoi ceG. 

allonh C'ne occurrinr. '-'T0rd- fin a lly, ",hich is in free v a riation 

I"ith the normal f ully 'JOiC8 C1 allo..,hone, C .<T. I/..tl>e [zJ, .U.v e 
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[v]. ,~ .~e ;the raj. Th e, v CJi c.c,(l ? alato-alveolar fricativE' /1./ 
o G 

Clccurs on l y intervocalically v except for a fe··; l(,an-'.~crds 

from FrEnch, wh8re it may o ccur initially and ·finally. 

4 .1.1.3 The Affricates 

Affricates i nvol v 'a a comnlete clo!,;llre, a s for p l os i ve s, 

but the relea se "hase is Dot with ploBion bnt wit.h fr ict.i on. 

IE the caS8 of' thE' na l at.o-alveolar aff ricates t.he clos ure i s 

made vd th the tonf'ue blade nnd front at t ,l}e a l ve o l ar ric10<') 

and hard. Dalate area , and thc: rc l easp. is by m;-:; at.".l.5 of C\ 

,alato-al ve oli'lr fricativ,o . Thes", souno s 2re symholize c1 by ~ 

v f or the voiceless ")alato'-a lveolar affricate , anc1 by J for 

the voicec1 palata-alveolar affricate. They occur in al l 

')()sitions in Rnnlish words, 8 . 0 . ccl7.in/.qin 

4.1. 1 .4 The Pasals 

lt-i. dt el.J / Itl. d'l el.l 

fundt/;' oILnne 

Like nlosivcs, nClsals involve a comn l ete> closure in the 

mo uth, bnt unlik8 for ry l osives , the soft, pAlate· is lo,;ere0 

so that . a i r way ,,!';cane throua h the n ose.. Nasal ro, unlike 

rylosi vas, b u t like frici'!ti ves , are c0ntlnuant sounc'<s. Th i s 

means th2 t t.heir arti cul ation F ay con t! nue for as 10no 28 

the o e rson can finfl br?ath. 1n 1\nrlish, nn.si'l cons on2n ts 

an; normallv voicec1 ; voice l es s nasals no somet ime s f:'ccur in 

s ome con t ext.s , but, t.hey are then vilriants of ~orma l voiced 

nasa l s. 
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C('he a lve olilr nas a l has a c'ental articulation be fore 

den·tal fricative s as i":1 p.U. n;t h, 11'<'l1th.S0 t .h, ph omome /11/ 

1::t as a n a llo ph one [n 1 occurr i nc' be for.e dentals, ilnd an illlo­
'n 

')hone [n] occurrinr elsm.,he r l? 'T'h0-Y are in complementary 

distribution. 'T'he ot),:! r v e.riant occllrs ilS an allophone of 

l)oth the bilabial nasal an d thp alveolar nas al. TIThen t.hese 

occur b e for.e a labio-dental f.ricative If" vl ilS i n symphonv, 

cc'nve rt they are often a rticulat.ed as il. lil.bio-(le ntal DRsal 

[19]. Th is allonhone is pr obably in f'ree variation with the 

norma l allr)nhonp f1'1] and [n L its occurn-,nce is more likely , 

the mo r e rapidly a nerson s '"leaks. So the phoneme /m/ hr, s 

"In a 110pt one rt;Jl h Afo r z l abio~c'eD.tal fri catives , which is in 

fre ' ~ v a ri a tion "7ith t h", norma l alloYlh one [11'1; a nd the T'honeme 

I n/ h as an a llonh one rpJ) b~, fcre labio-dental fri cati.ve s, 

,.,hich i s in fre0- vari a t ion 1,,1'1:1' t he norl"1'Il allophone [n] . 

·l .1.l. 5 Prictionlp.<Js Cont irmants 

Fri.ctionless continuants are t"le s ounds inve lvinr 1'1 

n F.'i'l r - c losure in the !11outh .but ~'i thOl1t friction. The nonnal 

Bnq lish It sound is a nost-alve olar frictionless c ontinua nt : 

a ne ar- closure is I"ade b e t w,,,en t"le ton0ue b li'vie a.nd th e 

.'lrea just h r,) hind the alveo l a r rir1(lQ. 

It is nossible to r e cognize t h r e e r e nular.ly occurrinrr 

alloph one s o f' the /r I chcnem8 in En" li s h. Th,,, i? llonhon p. 

with the wj.r1est di s tribut.ion i s the pos t - c. lve o li\ r frictior,-

l ess continuant [1]. nf ter fo rtis c onsonants /D ,t,~,f. B , 
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~, "tc .1 a devoiced (vaicel<'ss) a llonhone occurs [J.],e.r. 
o . 

in train, crane, free , shrug. These tr.,ro alloDhon8 s ar<:' in 

complementarv distribution. The thiril nossible allor·bone 

is a flarT'i' d consonant [rl, which may occur intervocalicallv 

~"g . in ve ry, JTL~ rrv . 

Two furt.hl'r sounds an~ incluroc1 nmonn the friction l "!ss 

continuants, ctlthouC!h th(~y are sornet.i.rnes 2lso cctlle<'l 

semi-vowels. They hi'lve similarit.y with narti.cular vmvel 

soun.as of Bnrrlish, ;iDd ~>Jer2 it not f0r the fact that jehey 

natte rn like consonants in t.O(O st!.'ucture of Enqlish <,>Jo rc1s 

anc1 syllables, th",v would be counteCl as these vowe ls. 

One is the bilabial frict i0nle ss continllant , r er r e -

.s ('nte<1 by the f'al'1i.liar symbol (I.' , ~'Jhich is sil!1ilar ·to thE! 

close back roundec1 vow21, i'1S ir hoot. 'C'his (")ccurs in initial 

and ItH3dial nositi0ns, ::: . q o t".:~ t, to\"~r. But in fina.l 

nas i tions, i ts occurrenc~ !.n s r ,e lU.nC' is usually cr:ms ic'e rod 

to be a close back r0un (J.ed vowPl. 

The othpr VOl,rel-lik-3 consonant snunc 15 the ')alata l 

frictionless continuant, I.-he r e the ne ctr-closure 1s l:>e tween 

th~ tong ue front and th8 hare. p alilte. It is r'~nresentec' by 

the symbol I{, and it i s simi l a r to a CIOSA front spre an 

vcr-lel as in beil t . . The occurrence of t:h8 Dalate.l frictionless 

continuant is r es t.ricted: it: is fo und in initial pos ition, 

anc in :i.ni tial consonant combinations after c3rtain ccnsonants, 

'J. g . ya t., beauty (by), queue (ky ). Both Iw/ and Iyl are 

norma.lly voiced. 
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4 010 1 00 Laterals 

Li ke nasals, t.he l .'it eral consommts aT'" also c on tinuant 

Sr:, \l.110.S: there is n com").le t n closllr" , but air '~scan8S ('vcr 

trw sie1e 0f thc tonrru8 0 In Enrlish laterals nre norroally 

vC'icer1, a J.thourrh th8re i ~? 2 voiceless variant t .hat r o c ularly 

occurs in a oarticular contexto The only lab~ral o ccurrinc; 

in gnc;lish is the alve01a r l atE'ral , renrese nted. by the fami ­

liar syrer-o l f. 0 It is f oun rl. in all oosi tions in Eng lish 

wo r ds, eo"o late, fill'~r , t a iL In fact, there :is a ll'ark",d 

dif fe rence in quality bet.1·'l8c,m t.he a l w'01ar late ral in initial 

')osi tion and that in final 1)osi tion 0 'rhe eli fference a rises 

from the configuration of t.h0. 1'00:' of the t .c>nfTue in t.hp 

mo uth : for the al vpolar lat.er'il in final :'105i tion , thE: back 

of the tonrrue i s raised towar0S the soft nalate , ano it is 

s a ie'. to bc velC'.rizp.eL '['he velarize e'. alveolar late ral is 

symbo l ized by t. 

A Eon-ve larized allophone rt ) occurs be i'ore vo'"" l" and 

Iy/, as in leavp, earlv, il J u.rrinatc, anc rt velari 'l:)r' 1'110-

",h one occurs b8fore consonants, h~1 anr vlorr finally, as in 

alt.oqe ther, always, pool. ~'~hese allophones rtre in cOI!'nle-

mentary 0istribution. There is, in ae'di tion, a third a110-

'?hon", which is in corn,.-,le mentary '>lith the t"7() : afte r a fortis 

')los i ve In ,kl thp alve o lar l at.e ral in <cnq lish is C!evoicec', 

e.g . in ~, cleano So +-.he phcnelT'e l.el has th e allophone 

[;] a fter In,k/. Ther3 is yet one more allonhone of l .el in 

complementary distribution with the others: like the 1'.1 veolar 

nlosives, the Rlveolar J.;'1teral has a dental. articulation ~lhen 
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it occurs :irlrr!ctiatelv refor.- G <"ent.al fr:i.C2tive, as in filti" st£'alth . 

Sinc~ the occurrcnCf) is hefoT.\:;: a c0nson~n~-_ , thr; allcrrl"1.0ne is 

';' hB T..F J. 

Place of D.rti cul ation 

ri H 
nJ IIJ IIJ 

b~, 
..... 

' ''; t, ~ ri ri rj 

-2 I!J 0 1il H 

~ 'M ..., ..., 
~ I!J Si co 

ri 

~~ ~ 
.-< ri .-l 

'M ri ",ri rc: §J 
I'G I-i - ~, ,,", rj p, .' 
P t k 

P10sive 
b d -. 

f e v 
11 Fricative s s 

V ~ Z 
V 
Z 

v 
1\f':f:ricat0 c 

v 
J 

Na.s2 1 r.t n 11 

Li>.te ra1 1 

Frictionless w r y Continuant 

A Phonetic Chart of the Bnrlish Consonants (Ii. ](1. c.k I.J 0 11. 

1982: 19). 

"Vo\<'~ls are scunrls \ . .'hich' are mare without ;>..ny kind of 

closure rr imn8oi..r.>ent ·to the c scane of air through the mouth" 

(P . J3.ckson 1 '18 2 :2"). l'ur c vov.'els are marl", with th,~ IT'outh 

tflkinc; up a sin,-,18 nosition r'!urinr. the articul ation. 
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In Enclish, pure vowels an~ J1"a ric in all three areas of 

the mouth - front, central ana back. 

4.1.2.1 Front Vowels 

In ·th", front area Enqlish has four vowels; ::11 mar'e with 

spread lips. TNO of the front. vo",els are in the close area. 

One is the close front spread vowel found in bea.t or shee,., 

ane. symbolized by i:, so these words would be transcribe d 

nhnnemically as IbJ.:;(;1 ane. 1~J. : r/. The other is a more onen 

and a more central close front v('·"e l, usually describecl as a 

lowe red and centralize<" close front sprea<'l vm</el. It. is 

re;ore sen ted by the symbol i, anc' it occurs in bit 1 bJ.,t1 and 

shi ]C) ~ J.p I. 

],~nslish has no vOI.;el at 1?recisely either the half-close 

or the half-open nosition, but. one mJ.d l 'laY het.l-!een i:l1c two. 

This is usually described as' a f'lii! -Front snread vowcl. It 

is sometimes symbolize"l by e which is the Interniltional 

phonetic l'lnhabct SVlPbol for a half-close froTl.t spreac' vowel, 

but it i= more Ilsually symbolizecl by E, the InA. sY"1\ool for a 

half-open front sprea<" vowel. This vQ\o,el occurs in ap t 

1 b e;(; 1 ane fetch v 
l~e,c./. 

The oth8r Pnr,liRi-t front vowel is in t .he open urea, rut 

it is not cOl'mletely ODen: it is s0J:1ewhere hetween he.lf'-open 

an c'. open, althou~h it, i s usually r'le Rcribec] C's an Ot)"'D front 

snre ad vO'Ile1. It. occurs i:1 bi'lt /b~ t/ "Inc] ci'tch /k<le.i5;. 
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1.1. 2. t Back Vo,,'cls 

In the back area of th0. )!1outh vIe Ci'ln recocmize fivp. 

vowels in F.nnlish four of them are !"ladp. vii th rounded lins 

IDC'. one "'ith s.-,read liDS. There are Also two vowe ls in 

":nc:lish that fall in the close back area. "ne is the close 

back roundec. vowel lu:/ I as fotmd in boot and tool. The 

other is a more open and more cen tral variet.v , usually 

described as a lm.,ered an'l centralize(1 clm;" back rounded 

vowe l lui, as fcund in book and ~ut. 

As j.n t .he Ci'lse nf front vC'wels, ;;:nrr l isll has no vowels 

at p r ecJsp. ly half-closS! anc1 half-onen hack nasi tions. There 

is 01:8 vC'.,el. somewhen:! b2tvlcen the two, n!'oh(1)ly nearer to 

I)a l f-anen than hal:F-close. '['hc' IPJI syrnJ:>()l for a half-c lose 

lJack rounC!ed vOI'lel (0) .is sometiTT',Qs used to symba lize it, 

but more usually the I"-A 8Y1"n00l for a half-oT)en back roun.n0Cl 

vowe 1 is used , J. It may be c1p scribeCl as a J'1i 0 back roundec' 

v ow", l ane' it. occurs in boucht /h:1:t/ AnCl 1 a'·, /lJ ~ /. 

In the onen back area two vOHels are fount' in. Pr:cl ish, 

one made <1i th rounrAcl lips, the other ",ith snreac1. 15.ps. The 

onen bac],. rounr'led vowel is, liJre its front counte r part , not 

comnletely onen, but somcvlhcre hAtween ha If-oDen anr~ open . 

'JRverth.eless, the IP.I' sywbol for an open back roundec'l vowel 

is used to repre sent it, Q. Tris vowel occurs i.n hot /hDt/ 

'l.no. moss /rnDs/. The O")8n b2.ck spreile' '10"10.1 is comnlete ly 

o;:>cn but not comn h,te ly bac'c: it t"m'"s tow2.rns the cent ral 

")osition. The IPA svrobol f or an ODen back spread vowel is 
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us ,,"r1 to represent it, ~, an'] it occurs in farl'l /fa:m/ ane 

ci'lrt /ka: t/. 

1.1. 2.3 Central 'lowe Is 

C'hese vowels are rna,Jr-> in the central arp.a of the mouth. 

There are three vowels producei' in this area in Bn crli sh, all 

wi th sprear lins. ()ne o f thesp central vo,,,e Is is in t.he onen 

area, but like ~ and b in fact ",in-wav betwe r.m half-onen anc' 

m)en, althouGh it is c'.escribed as an onen central s;:>read 

VO\<fC 1 0 It is renresent8n by t he IPl\ symbol for a half-onen 

back s p reacl, vOYle l, name ly 1::., ani' it occurs in but /bltt/ and 

some / s It..,./ • 

The other t,.;ro central vowels in r,:n <"'lish are both mid 

central snrean vo'''els, t.hat is mid-'''av hebTp.en half-close 

ann half-onen. 'Phese s ounds may he illustratcc: by ·the vowel 

in bird, r e presentec1 by ths sYI1'l:Jol a:, ann. the final v(we 1 

in father, renresenter by the ~ymhol l. ~he latter sound is 

often referred to as the schwa vowel; it occurs in Bnrlish 

only in unstressed syllables "Ino hi'S a genera.lly lax articul a-

tion. By the contrast the a: vo',,8l occurs in stre,sserc 

syllable s, and is (feneral ly lonGer in ourat.ion than the 

schwa vowel. They may he f urthf'r illustrater! by loser 
I 

/ ' R.U:Z3/, ahead /ahed/, r;ir:!. /g3:1/, first /6" ' 6;t/o 



Front 

i : 

Close 

half-close 

half- <Y'en 

ae 
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1"11 '\ -:' . ..,. 'r,' ? 
."" . . · .1 1.·, · • 

Centra] 

a 

u : 

u 

. ) 

\ ' ______________________ ~ __________ _J 

'!:he vowel mart of' Enolis..l-l (H . ] aeRI.J OI1 1%2:2 21. 

4.1. 3 :o.~nqlish DiphthcoClS 

Di uf-thonas can k-c 0",scril:,er'l in t f' rrns o:f: t he n ure vo~'''! l 

frOll' which the art.iculat.i on starts. anc" r.he "11.1:" vOI.'", l in 

whose d irection r.he arti c'_llat.i on woves. 

They l'1a'l he di vir'hd i nto three (Troum; a.ccord.i r:.g to the 

vo",el towarf..s I~hich th~ ar'U c ulatlon of thp. diDht.hcng moves. 

I n the case of threp. diDh tllOn a s the articulati.on move s 

towards a lOI'eree ani' ce ntralized close front spr e a r! vowel 

(-i ) : in the case of two i t movE'S tovla n'!s a lo'"e re d cU'lC 

cen >:ra li zer close b ack rounr'G0 vowe l (ul ; an d in t he case of 

the r e lnainin n three it mOVAS to'!Ta r c s t:he unstress ed mi d 

ce ntral s pread vowel ( a ). 
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4.1.3.1 i Diphthonas 

e.i diph thona beqinninq with half-close front srreaCi vowel, 

movina towa.rds lowere d anc1 centralizec. close front 

spread vo'~el, e.a. late /leit.!. 

ai di9ht.hona becrinninq I<'i th open front snrei'\d vO\.,el, mov­

in~ towarns lowered ~ld centralized close front spread 

vowel e.q. sight /sait/. 

:1:[ dip ththone< bccrinnin(f v)i t.,'l half-oT)p.n back rounded vowel, 

movjno to'.,ards 10"lereo anc'l centra.lized front snr e ad 

vowel e.O. soil /sJ~l/. 

4 .1.3. 2 U Dinhthonos 

au diphthoncr beqinning wi '::h tmstressed !'lie central snread 

vowel, woving to·,ra!:'ds love r e(! ane centrali z8e close 

back roundec1 vowel e . g . boat /baut/. 

au diphthonq becrinniwT with open central snreao. vay.rel, 

movinq to",aros lowe r e d ana ccntralizee clos') ba.ck 

roundeo vov,el e.~. house; /haus/. 

4.1.3.3 d Dinhthonos 

ia diphthoncr beCTinning with lmvere il and centralize d close 

front spread vOVI81, movine< towards unstressed mic 

central spread vOtvo l e . ,]. fi e rce /fJ,es/ . 

e.a diphthoncr bp.oinnine< wtth half-op2n f ront s]:'re a d vowe l, 

movina tovlaro.s unstressed 1'l1.id central s!"rea.d vm.,e 1 e . q. 

fair /fea/. 



u3 dd. )?hthonr be...,innina '"ith 10"lereo anc" centralized close 

back ronnc'le d vO"'e l, movinG towards unst.ressed mid 

The short vovlels have no variants. The long vowe l s 

and diphthonGs, how~ve r , vary in l encrth accorr'lina to the 

~nvironment in '11hich they occur. ~hey can he consir1ered to 

have two allophones: (1) a short allonhone be fore a fortis 

v v 
consonant, i. e. /p,t,k, c. ,i,0,E,}"/, ( 2 ) a lonrr allophone in 

all othe r e nvironl!'ents . ~xaI11.n le : t he le!l(Tth of the vO.7els 

in :bead /beat. r ude / root, care / cart. caus" /course longer 

for the Ienis consonants. 

4.1 .<1 Combination of l1honame s 

Th e r-ossibi li ties o f Dhoneme cOMination are not un-

l iJl.1itG d~ any phoneme may not comhine with just any othr.> r. 

The re is t he ohvious r~s trj. ction imnosed hv the nature of 

svllahle structure consonant-vm l e l '-consonant (ClIC » ) a 

comnosed of jus t consonants, 

nor of more than one vov.re l or cit:>hthoncr. But e ve n taking 

this res triction into account, sorne phoneme combinations 

woulf. be imposible to ?rOnOlIDCP e.".. /"flnusr/, except rer-

haps with extreme diffi culty. Other cOJ!1binations, altl,ouah 

in j)rinciple quite n ronounc0 ab l e , just no not occur in 

Bng lish, e . c; . /nlfk/. PnCjlisr, does not USf> a ll the noss ible 

pronounCEab l e combinatio"!s of phonemes to make syllables 

an d .!ords. That if; to sav q i:hp r e are certain rules of 
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nhoneme combination for Encrlish vthich can h~ (!e (1uc·~d from 

the s y llables an~. wor0s actually occllrrinQ. 

401.4 .1 Initial Perinhm:y 

;'Ie can (IF"!scribe the rule s of nhoneme cOl!lbination in 

terms of the consonants and their cOll'binations that mav occur 

in ne ripheral positions in s y llahles. It i .s possib18 that 

no consonant at all wi 11 occur be fore the 'l01~" 1 (as in ~) , 

and that is the case in F.n g lish b e fore all the vowe l phonemes 

r-)XC80t two: lui an d lual nGve r occur without a consonant 

precedinG. 1.11 the cons ona nt rhonenes of Pnqlish may occur 

singly in syllable ini tiell position except hlo , /1.1 ano In I 

neve r occur bv the ll'se l ve s, nor in combination wi th another 

consonant, in the initial periphe ry of an Enqli sh syllal)le . 

The fol101¥in0 syllab l e ini tial tvo consonant cOmVina-

tions are nossible: Isml, Isnl, Istl, Iskl, Iso/, I sfl,lowl, 

10w/, I t wi , Inri, le'r /, I tr/, /k\~/, Ikr/, 1),: 1/ , I pr/, Ifrl, 
v 

/brl, Igr/, Inll, Ifll , /bll, lel/, I~~/, Isw/ , 151/. 

The six three - consonant:. co",binations are ~ /sol/, 

Ispr/, Isfrl, Istr/, Iskr/, IshII. "'he coT'\bination Isfrl 

occurs on ly in the word ~phraq..i.<ltics, the stu"ly of enqraved 

seals. 

1.1.4.2 Final Periphery 

All consonant nhonemes may occur sinGly in syllarle 

final position in Pncrlish, except the fol lowin~ four ; Ihl, 

Irl, Iw/, Iy I. The followin0 vo.,els are a lwavs followed hy 
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a. consonant: lei, 1'Ifl1, Ip/, lui, IA/ . 

The seve n nermi ssible four cons onant combinations are 

as [ollo ... 's: I-lkts/, I-mpst/, I-mnts/ , I-ksts/, I - lfes /, 

I-kses/, I-ntes/, as in mulcts , nlimnsen, teronts, t exts, 

twe lfths I sixths I thQUSal"ldths . 

"801"e lancTUacc"l s (~. q . Russ ian, German) hav0- many conson­

ant sequences, anC! speake rs of these lann uaC'cs 1.<1ill not ha.ve 

any dif f iculty in oronouncino Jllost of the Eno l ish ones " 

(O'Connor IQ76: 83). O' Co'l.nor (ibia.) further e xnlains that 

othe r lanrruan8s (e .<1. '1anC'arin , Cantonese , 1Tie tnarn0S8, 

Swahili, Yoruba, Tami 1) rlO not have serruences of consonants 

at a ll, or only verv f ·,,'.·.' and vp r',' s hort onGS , an(l speay.ers 

of these lannuacres (in ""hich tvm consoJ'"lants are usuallv 

s eparate !" by a vowel) may have difficulty in string ino 

to,]e ther tva, three or four consonants ',lith no vowe l behqeen 

them. 

The Fnrrlish lanouage h as the followino syllable struc­

tures as stated bv ",adek',se Be yene (1968) in hisrv;.1', Thesis: 

Amharic and ~n0.1ish s e JIDental Phonemes: ~ Contrastive Study. 

(v = vowel, c'= consonant). 

v eev 
cvccc 

ve ccc v 

vee eve 
cvcccc 

ev cvcc 

This ... Jill later b e comoarcd I" i t h Oromo syllabl e structures. 
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T}'llLF 3 

En0lish Consonant Clusters r-" --.-- ---.,. "--" --'- -""' .. ----- .. - -
j Secon e'! "8rnber of Ini tial a nd Final Clusters 

IAp.rnbers p b t d J:. rr " v 0 Z' V vv 1 I __ ::..s_C~...:J~:I.n:_.n::; __ .n:.:..... .: __ r ._ y w 

P 
b 

t 

d 

k 

r 

f 

v 

o 
a-
s 

z 
v s 
v z 
v c 
v 
J 

Ill. 

n 

n 

1 

r 

+ + + 

+ = indicates initial clusters of End.ish. 

- = " final n n 

Source: (Tadd e.6e Beyelle 196 8 , 10 9 ). 
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I 
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1.2 Def' crio tion of' OromG Phone mes ann JI.llophone s 

The writer of this paper has fo110'I'e(1 "Jako Tolla' s 

(19 81) model in the descrin tion of 0romo se0mental phone-

meso 

4. 2. 1 Oromo Consonants and their Variants 

The Oromo lanaua08 has ?4 consonants not countin0 the 

ones which occur in loan "lOrcIs {e. (J. p, z). 

4.2.1.1 Stops 

There are ten sto~ con sonant nhonemes in Oromo . 

/p' / is a voiceless e i ective b ilahi.al stop realized as [p ·'l 

everywhen~. 
J 

/l>up' p' a: I 

/kOp' e / ':Jhop.s ' 

fbi is a voiced bilabi~l stor and has the following a llophones. 

[b J a voicen. leni s unre leasen occurriner intervocC'.licallv 

/dAhAlu:/ 'to add ' 

[b] a voiced lenis released bilabial stop occurs in 

ot.her environme nts . 

/ba :l a/ 'IGA f' 

/kAll>i:/ - ' 8omory' 

A.e v e 0 .f.cVr. I.> to p.6 

If:! is a voiceless alv:olar 6tO'-' an(1 has the followin 0 a11o-

phones. 



[th] e. voice l e ss fortis a spir2tei' r e l e as<?o a.lve olar "tOT) 

o ccurrinrr "'ore' initially . 

Ithu~'ul 't o touc h ' 

It'lokkO I '011 0 ' 

[t-] a voiceless fortis unaspirate<" unrelea,,~d alveolar 

st01" occurrinq word finally. 

IsM\de ~t.1 ' .3 ip:ht' 

[t] a voicel()ss fortis unaspirated r e le ased occurs " ls<,,­

where· 

/mAtal 

IbitU2 I 

'h end ' 

'to buy' 

It'l is a voicE,less ej"ctivc alveolar stOT' an!l has t.hese 

a llophones. 

[t' h J a voice less fortis asniri'lte<1 r:')l c asP0 i'll ve olar stop 

c>ccurs won' initia lly bc fore hiqh hael: rounded vow<? ls, 

lui and lu:/. 

' t' '1 . I llrl '. I 
h 

It'u:i:'t'el 

' dirt ' 

' ahsorbed' 

[t'l an unasl"irated rele ase d a lveolar ston occurs ols8""he r e . 

It ' inno : / '1 itt 1 e ' 

Ili :t' o l 'I/h e went/"nter ·a .1 ' 

Idl is a voiced fll veolar sto), Rna hRS t he follOl"in g a llo­

phones. 

= [d 1 a voice d lenis unre lease d occurs in final positions 

I gAd I 

I bA ~l I 

' down' 

' v et lost' 

[dl a voiced lenis L:!le ase d occurs else~-lh "! re. 

I de ' me I 
/roAda : I 

'I/hp. "le nt' 

'\·/Ound' 
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IDI i s a voic~~ alveolar dental ston ano is r e alize d as 

[D] ew'!r'l'"hen'!. 

~ stonp. ' 

IDe :Di : I 'ra'fv' 

IJ:I is a voiceless velar stop ann has the follol"inq allo-

phones . 

(~] backed voiceless non-';o j ecti ve fortis rel"aseo 1 occurs 

b e' fore back vow",ls. 

Ida: ~u I 

!§OP' al 

, rO'f,,~der' 

'a1.ore I 

[~J fropted voice less non-c ject.ive fortis released ; occurs 

b ':o fore front vowels. 

/~eni / ' q ivf" (imperative) 

I rPil~i: / , luck' 

[kJ voic"!less fortis r e l e ase d velar sl:on; occurs else~lhere 

IDe,ksisa I 'notic(>' 

j"be:knC' I 'we know' 

Ik'i is a voiceless ejective velar ston an~ has the followina 

allonhon8s. 

[~) a voiceless backed fortis, e;ective released ; occurs 

before back vowels. 

1~'o:nk'o : 1 'throat ' 

I ~'ubal , fin0er ' 

[1;:' ] a voicel~ss fronted fortis ejective released; occurs 
< 

bpfore front vowels. 

, 
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/*'i ~ t't' e/ ' cen tre' 

!~'~:nRa/ 'finrcrn ail ' 

[k'] a fo rtis r81l?ased e j ,,, ctiv€ veli'lr; occurs e ls",where . 

/bAk' Ri tc-~ / 

/hAk't'2/ 

' shr- me l t e c' 

' s he cleane d/wiped' 

/ g/ is a voiced velar s top wi th the follo\<d.nq allophones. 

[g] a voicer lenis racke d r 8 1eased velar: occurs b" fore 
> 

back vowe Is . 

;gola I 

)~TU:rra/ 

'inner room' 

le ar' 

[g] a voiced l e nis fror,tod r e l e ased velar ; occurs h;;forp 
< 

fron t vowe ls. 

/'1i :ta/ 

/ai:be/ 
< 

' class ' 

~n.ar(l ("' of a river' 

[g] a voiced fortis non-bacLeCi r e l e aseCi ve la r; occurs in 

other e nvironments. 

/ d uoda/ ' b ack' 

/ dinaC'l'de/ 

The glotta£ ~top I?) 

It is COI'1J'1on in Hecha dialect as Bender '! t al. (197 5 ) 

qy':p lain and ran~ l y occurs in othp.r ()romo dia l'!cts. 

har?a ( '1" cha) 'to0.a1T ' 

ha:r , a ('1'ule roa) " 

du?na ( ~\.~cha ) I \010.. are Civino' 

du : na (Tul ;,m<l ) " " " 
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4 . <. 1. 2 Fricatives 

'rhere are four fricatives in Oromo. 

The Lab~o-dentaP r4~cat~ve 

If I is a voicele ss labio-dental fricatiw, ann is realized 

a:J ff] everywhAre 

IlAfe :1 

I fu: lal 

'bone ' 

, face' 

lsi is a vo1.o,les'l "roove alveolar fricative and is 

reali z0d i'lS [s] eve ry<qherf'. 

I sAc'Jde~tl 

!? As I 

I?i ssa 7 

'hcS rc' 

1 hI.:: , 

The PaRataf. F4~cative 
v ls.I is a voiceless nalntal fricative "'i th these allorhones. 

[¥l a voicp.less r-acke"l f ortis ralatal; occnrs before back 
> 

Isurru'1:>ba : I 'braired hai rilo' 

isunkur'ta ' i 'onions' 

[¥l a voiceless frontad for-tis palatal; occurs before the 
< 

front vm~Gls. 

/"'!;{ in' r;;t: I , sor0h 1l'11' 

[Xl a voice less fortis palat a l fricative ' occurs A ls~where . 
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The G.totta-f Fltic.ative 

/h/ is a voic('less alot.tal fricative> ann is r 8alized as [h] 

everywhe re. 

/1,'1 :(13. / 'rope' 

/hAl'kfln/ 'niC'ht' 

4 . 2 .1. 3 Affricates 

"'h e r e are thre", affricates in C'roT!lo. 

/~/ i s a voicp l e ss palatal affricate and has the following 

allophonp.s . 

[evl a voice l pss fort.i s backe d rr l~ased affricate: occurs >-

/lA~~u ! 'hot"' ' 

/ 7 fI' vV . a r CT ceul 

[~ J a voicele ss fortis f rontec r~ leased; occurs before 
< 

frort vowp.ls. 

' e arth' 

/ vc ' / • l S an e j p.cti ve pala tal affri.cate with th" follo'~ing 

a llophones. 

[~'] i'!. voiceless fortis b"ck 8 j ective Dalatal. It occurs 
> 

b e fore back vov,e Is. 

/~'on' a/ ' d ron' 
> 

/i5' u f u/ 'to c lose ' 
> 

[eY '] a vcicele ss fortis €' j e ctive fronted. It occurs before 
< 

f ron t VOl.1(' I s . 



I~' irnu I 

I ~''" :l"e I 
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'to beco!"e stron~' 

'I/hc hesitate r' 

I¥I is Q voicen nalatal affricAte I~i th these allophoIles. 

[r 1 a voiced lenis back8d 13alatal. It occurs be fora hack 
> 

vowels. 

v I ?cb]u , I 'o reaM' 
> 

[jJ a voiced l e nis fronten palatal. It occurs b e fore front 
< 

vOI"e ls. 

I V. I .] ~rrll : 

< 
, Ii f8' 

102.1 .. 1 Nasa ls 

'" ~here fire thrcA nas als in "romo. mhAY are Im/, Inl ,/n/. 

Iml is a voiced bilabial nasal and is realiz0d as [I'll every-

IrAnal 'house' 

llAmal I tt-J'O' 

Inl is a voiced alveolar nasal ;md has the followin c:r allo-

phones. 

[n -l a voicer'! lenis unr8 1eased alveolar nasal. It occurs 

"'Jore finally. 

I¥Anl , five' 

Ikun I 'this' 

[n :!: ] a' voiced l e nis r ele.:lsec1. alveolar nflsill. It occurs 

before vF' li'lrs. 

IdAnk'u?1 'to obstruct' 
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[nl "veiced leniR r",leas,~ o. alv'Jo lar; occurs in ct.hr,r 

8nvironm~nts. 

/bunCl/ 

/ lunna! 

'coffee' 

'cav/ard' 

/';1/ is 1'\ palatal nasal wi t!1 tpe follm~inq allophon~, ,,. 

[ill a voiced lenis released backerl palatal nas R!. It occurs 
> 

before back vowels. 

[;'l) a voiced 18nis front.eo. r .", lease rl palatal nasal. It 
< 

occurs before front vowe ls. 

'Vv ' 
/sAnni : / 's~cn ' or 'race g 

[~] a non-backed palatal nasal . It occurs in other environ-

men ts. 
'V 

/man?EJ 'len-bonA' 

~ . ? 1.5 ~he Lateral Phoneme 

/'1-/ is a. voiced alveolar late ral and has the follo'!,in<'! allo ... 

phones. 

['1-=J a voiced l'mis unrelease d alw'!olar. It occurs ,~ord 

finally. 

/?o1'-/ 

/IT'ad - / 

, up' 

[ '1-J a voiced lenis released alveolar. It occurs 0 1sewhere. 

/lA'l\d / 

/~i1ba/ 
< 

'two' 

'knee' 
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4 02 01.6 The Flap Phon.em e 

/r/ is the only flaT) T)honern(~ anrl is realizcrl as [r 1 every-

where. 

/ro ~ ba/ 'rain' 

/?t.raqu e/ 'to sef'!' 

4 . 2 .1. 7 The Semi-vowels 

Th e re are two s 0. l"i-vOl,w ls in ('rorno. /w/ is a voicerl. 

labio- velar serni-vOt~el all.d h as these allonhon0.s 0 

[w] a ccnsonantal voicGd fortis. It occt.'rs "Iord initiallv 
< 

be fore VOvle Is. 

/vJa:k' a / 'de ity' 

/wa : b e / 'na~e of a riv8r' 

[wl a voiced consonanta l lenis; occurs inte rvocalical ly 
> 

/ bt.vlU! 

/ Diwo?/ 

'to qc t out' 

' near' 

/y / is a voiced palat.al semi-volve 1 and has the folJ.mTin0 

allonhones. 

[y) a voiced consonantal l e nis back variant. It occurs 
> 

befor<:! the central ano bi'lck vowels - [a:] and [0:]. 

/,/a: dul 
> 

Ivo :rnl 
> 

'to think' 

'~'7hen' 

[y] a voiced consonanta l l enis. It occurs intervocalica ll'T 
< 

before the front vowels. 

I b'Ave I 
/ bAyyi :1 

''Ie Itlen tout' 

'public ryath e rinq' 
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4. ?- .1. 3 nistribution of the Consonant Phonemes 

The S;to p.6 

All the stons oocur word initially ani' medially. As 

Oromo \<lords ar~ basically open-syllahic ~10rds, except in 

impe rati ves, f ew stops occn r w0rd final Iv. 

e . g. Phoneme Initial 1" ~'dial Final 

/r:> ' / .6 a)' p' a 
, li0ht' 

/b/ bo : dde. /.l)Jl.ba /.l ill. b 

, lato r' I dance' 'dance ~ (imp. ) 

/t/ :t ,hu!ti : ~ .f..;t' u: ~ ';t' . .{. -
'(lirt' 'to finish' I finish' (irn1'). ) 

/ a/ du:il.a: /.l oda: .0 ad 

, afts r' ' fp.ar' 'dmvn' 

/D/ Ve:Vi: nlt :Va hoV 

'raw 7 , rn.othe r ' 'suck ' 

/k./ ROP' I!. mAku: mAR. 

'ShOR S ' 'to mix' 'mix Q (imp. ) 

I. /k' / fI.'o:p'p'i .e iR.'a: ' VhK' 

'preparation' 'loan' I q()' (i J1'.1? ) 

/ g/ qubba , ? £t!t9!lU: ?a!tg 

'on' 'to seRf 'see~ (imn . ) 

/?/ ?of mo?u 
I unf 'to win' 

All the fricatives o f Or0l'10 occur " .• orn initially or ~lord 

me dially excr:mt for the! q l ottal in/, which is r e stricted t o 

initial position only. ~tc fricatives /~/ and /6/ oocur in 

all positions. /~/ does nrt occur '-lOrd finally . 



e . go Phone me Ini t ial l"p Clial Final 

If I n,Ldu : dA ~k'll ? 0 n 
' t o bring' 'sweat' , s e lf v 

/sl ll.(.Jtbll v, ' 
C -<.:.6U ? 11.6 

'dance I 'to lie down' 'he r e 

I~I v 
t An b' v -<..6I1:n 

t fi ve' 'water' 

/h/ ha : da 

'Jtope.' 

Th e. A66Jt.(. cl1t e. ll 

Of the three affri cat es, t he e i e ctive s I~'I ann Ijl 

occur initially o r l:'ec i a11y rut not finAlly. v 
The sh8rt Icl 

occurs on lv meCliall v e i ther in cluste r or i ntervocali cally . 

e . q . PhC'ne me 

v 
c 

v 
J 

InitiAl 

v 
ce ( ex"OrEs~ 

sinn usec'. 
whe n chas­
inc:r donkey ) 

'to br8ak' 

u .lAta 

, under' 

I'ec'li ",1 

" vv, 
YI1C'.C -<' 

' a fte r that' 

'tortoise ' 

" ,U Y-<'jAJtu: 

'tn build' 

Fina l 

VV 
?I1CC de. :m e 

'he went the re' 

'" All the nasals occur in 2.11 po<;itions 8xcept Inl which 

does not occur fin a lly. 

e.q. Phoneme Initial t.'erl iAl Fi nal 

IM/ mi\l'la ni\ft'a yo:m 

'house ' ' pe rson' ' '-vhen' 

I 
) 
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Inl rtA!p ?olArta. b'V -<-.6 a : rt 

'hody' 'hicche r' I ~,]ater' 

'V 'V 'V 
Inl rta:rt e. ?e:rtIL 

1 \,1('!: at2' '".Tho' 

The. La:te.lta£ 

The lateral 19,1 occur s initially, Jneriillly and finally. 

.~. q. phoneme Ini.tial Fedial Final 

tal 1'a ?o l 

, t .t,-lO f ' .l e af' f uP' 

The. Flll. r 

Thc flan Irl occurs initial l y, T"8c11.ally and finally. 

e.g. Phon eme Initial ~'edial Final 

Irl Ita:gu k, Alta.: bolt 

'to forc t zll ' 'r0ad ' 'tOIr.t> .rrOTI'! g 

The Se.m.t-lloUle.£.6 

The semi-vowels Iwl and Iyl occur initially and IT'edi-

ally only. 

'Jog. Phoneme Initial llcClial Final 

wa:k'a dAwu: 

'c1ei t y' 'to rri ve hirth' 

hi 1/0:111 «,0: III/a 

'.The n' 'hetter' 
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PlaCE of &"':ticulat.ion 

, , Latlio- , 
!Bilabial I re"l.tal PblP.(.,Jar Palatal I V~lar Glottal 

I (n) I t k 
I ? 

/ 
, , 

Step b 

I 

r1 CJ 1 , 
I v, i I I p' t' c k' 1 

I D i 
I 

i v i 
f s " I h 

Fricative (v) (z) I 
I v I I 

l\ffriC'..ate 
c 

v 
! ~ 

I i I 
1 '" ( T1 ) Nasal m n n 

I I 
i I Lateral 9- I I 

i , 

I ! Flap: r 
I I 

f>Cllli -vo.oJ<' 1 I ! I ! 
, 

! '" ; y I 
1 ! 

Oro~o Consonant Chart 

( ) = al:-se..nt categories 

4.2.2 The Vowels of ('romo 

(19 81), Barissa, the ()rorno r'h~okly (l <168 1':. C.) inClicate that 

thGr e are five basic vowo ls in Oro:no. HoW'~ve r, besides t .hese 

five basic vowels and the ir l on0 forms, A ann its vC!riant a 

ar8 a l sC' used in Oromo l'1o r rJ.s as in mAlla 'houso' llAma 'person'. 

The f o llo'"inrr chart may '.:;xpl,o.i.J: the si tUi'ltion more clEarly . 



.-

Pron t 

Hi <:".rh. \ 

i ,i: \ 

e,e: 

LO~T 

'. 
\ 

\ 
\ 
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Cc.ntrnl 

\, ( 3 ) A 
\ 

\ 

7 
/ 

! 

/ 
/ 

a, (0) 

! 

, , 

'rhe '10,'18 1 Chart of ()romo 

1 • . 2 .2.1 '1'h", Pron t Vo",?-ls 

Back 

u,u: 

Iii is a hiqh f'ront u'lrc'u'l0ed VO;'18 1 ilno han the f o 110.!inrr 

a1l.onhoD e s. 

r i 1 a hi,..h fron t un r<'undG G. lax devoireo 'TO',!€, 1. 
'0 

I" ta.: ? i / 

/ Ie 11.11'<'/ > . 

'sit oow;:) , 

'this' 

[i 1 a hirrh fron t. unrounde(~ 'c ', nse voicr>o VO~T8l. 

/ m'<'l1..ga/ 'rirrht (si rle )' 

/ 8 1 is a mid front on~n vowel with the f01lo1yin , ! a 1lcnhones. 

[e ] a mid front lax dcv0iced vo;.el. 
o 

, I/h12 carne' 

[e] 
o miCl front te'1se voice d vowel. 

/~ef}l1./ 'to want' 
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4 • . 7. . 2 . 2 The Central Vowp-ls 

la :1 is a low ce ntral vowe l "li th ':heg0 allophones. 

[a] a low central l ax op<?!l devoiced vowel. 
o 

I ?J..;,~a I ' he' 
o. 

[a J 'l low central tens,'; oClen voiced vmml. 

I nf.rra?1 I stonach t 

IAI A. half or0n back snr ead V0.vlP1. 

I VV. I mAc.c.-<. : 'd runkenness ' 

L~7 an unstressec variant of IA/. It occurs in unstressed 

syllables word finally in Oromo. 

I mAnal 

InAmal 'ren;on' 

~. 2.2.3 '1'he Back Vmlels 

lui is a hiah bc.ck rlJunded vClv'el and has the f o llo'r'ina 

allophon£'s. 

[u ] 'l hiah back rounded l ax devoiced vowel. 
o 

I ha6idul 'let h i!'" brin0' 

[u] a hicrh back round,,,d t e nse voi cec' vov!l~ 1. 

Ilwte! 'I/hp cut/decidpd' 

101 l.S a mid-back rounded vowe l and has the followinCi 

a llorhones . 

lev a mid back lax rounded dovoicad vowel. o 
h It. 01<1<0/ 'cne' 

[o j a mid back rOllndqd voice d tense vO\~el. 

/ I<'ote/ I I/he dUCT' 
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4.2 .3 ronsonant Clus ters and their Distrih ution 

]\leithe .::- initial nor f inal clusters are fOlmo ln 

Oromo. Consonant cluster£' occur only in 'lledia l Y,losi-

-tions and -the n umber o f consonants formincr a cluster 

is limited to two. 

e.g. ? t%.Jlmrt 

. '" -6 .Uln a_ 

v 
j-Uba 
< 

-here' 

_ serio1ls roatter' 

'kn.ee ' 
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TABLE fi 

()romo Medial Consonant Clusters 

First 
Second mell'bers o f clusters 

!~ 
of 

clusters Ip' b t t' 0. D k k' f 
v 

h 
v (j' j '" 1 q ? s s c m· n n r r/." V 

p' + + + + + 
b 
.'-'-
f-' -

,"j 

D 
k I + + + 
k ' + + 
9 + + + 
? 1 
f + + + + 
s 
v + s 
h 
v c 
~, 

v 
J 
Il' + + + + + . + + + 

n + + + + + + + + + + + 

'" n 

1 + + 'r + + + + + + + + + + 
r : + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

w 

y + 
_. - -- -- ---- --- - ---- -- ---- , 

+ = actual clusters Sourc e : Wako Tala ( 1981) 
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'J • 2 • 4 ))i ph thonqs 

There are no di.nhthonas i.r ('romo. 

4.2.5 The Syllable Structure s of 0romo 

Different syllabl= tyoes are distrihuted in Orome 

words in the fcllO\~ina ways ~ 

Sy llable 

cv 

eve 

CV : 

cv~e 

Initial 

nA -m a 

'person I 

bfllt- ba.- du 

lI'eo ial 

bA -It A-no 

'this year' 

h-i.n-dem-:te 

, to 1<Xlk for' 'phe \~ent' 

ba::tr mfllta ::te 

'she crj. ·~a ' 'he bccarre mad' 

be.k- ne hin -d e :m- :i:An 

i '4!A knew I 'yC'u'll (}Ol 

Pina l 

I ttvO I 

M-t' An 

'the " f inished' 

~d: ' a~ 

, fini.sh' 

b-i.X a:n 

"'late r t 

4 . 3 C::lmparison of Fncrlish and Oromo Ser,men t a l Phone mes 

In this chante r the sOCjmental nhonemes of Oromo and 

8n g1ish are compare d in order to determine th~ir similari­

tie s and difference s and a lso to predict the errors Oromo­

speakin~ students make in the process o f lea rnin~ En01ish. 

The assumption behind this t yne of comparison is that 

the phonemes in the nativ0 lanc<uaro" o f th ee stude nts that 

are structured and distribute d simi l arlv to tl-tos e in th? 

target l anqua0e no not constitute a learnina proble m, that 

is, they function succe ssfully when transferred in the 

J 



- 71 -

target lanouar;e. On the othe r hann, t1-!e nhonemes in the 

nati V Cl lanrruaC!e which '.Ire struct.ureCl and/or distributed 

differently with those in the tarqet lanaua0e constitute a 

major l ea rninrr problem. In the words of Hohert Lado, "The 

list of probleMs resultins fro~ the cownarison of the foreiC!n 

lanouage with the native lan0uaC!~ ( .•. ) wust be consi0p.red 

a list of hypothetical p r oblems until final validation is 

achieved by checki.nn it a a ainst the actual sneech of 

students" (Lado 1957: 72). 

1.3.1 The rcnsonants of English and OrOMO 

The cOl'!sonant phon2.mes C'f !:'nrrlish ann Oromo are pre­

s e n ted s ide by sin.e in the fo llo~Jinq chart. Brackets 

indicate thE? areas Hhere iln En<"lish phon('me is unma tched 

by anythinq in Oromo. 



§ 
..... .., 
'" ...; 
::> 
() ..... .., .. 
.a; 

"-> o .. 
()) 
s:: 
~ ,--

Bilabial 

. Fn~ . Oreno 

P 1" 
St~ 

b h 

Fricatives 

A£fricatAs 

"i.'!2SalS 1'1 IT' 

Lc t 3r i<ls 

Fr i cticn less 
~.'! w Ccntinuants 
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TABLE 7 
Dl a ce of Ar t iculati on 

Labio- Inter--
d2ntal dent al }\~~olar Palatal Vel ar Clottal 

YnC:c Orare> i<hcr • r:.:t'C!l'C Bnrr g Oraro F'n0. pram FnCT. Ormc EL 

t tt' 1(. k k ' 7 

r1 dD 9 g 

f f ( ) v v 
h h e "3 s 5 s 

v ( ) ;; ( ) z ( ) ~ ( ) 

v vv 
I C C c' 

v v 
J J 

'" ( ) 11 n n J1 

t t 

r r y y 

------ .. _-

The Conscnants of EnCTlish and Or crc 
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The Stor.6 

There are ten stons :i.n Oromo as aoainst s:i.)( in i'nqlish. 

Only one phoneme, /~~ is abse nt in 0romo from aroongst the 

Snglish FtODS. This may constitute a lenrnin~ ~roble~ for 

Oromo spcar:ers l.earning English. 

Th e. FJt)"c.ative.6 

'i'here are four fricai:i ves in ('\romo as aoainst eioht in 

English. Iv, 0, ~, z, 11 are absent cateaories in Oromo, 

and therefore they may constitute a problem for Oro~o 

stuoents . 

I
v v, v 'l'here ar~ three affri cate s in Oromo c, C , JI as 

· t IV vI' - l' h agalns two c, J ln snq 13 • Hence, no lcarninq nroblem 

is likely to arise. 

T he. 1.'<1.6 a £.6 

The nasal DhoneI1'e . ., of Oromo are ITfI, n, tV, an~1 those 

of r.:nqlish .;' 1m, n,n/. "-Inl ann Inl are absent categories 

as phonemes in Fnqlish and Oromo respectively. The latter 

may constitute a learning p roblem for 0romo sneak2r s . 

The La.telta.e 

ThG lateral phoneme l.el is co~mon to rot~ Snqlish and 

Oromo, hONcver F.nqlish III j ,s v"!larized worn finally, inte r-

vocalically and beb'ee n a vQ>./Cl ann followinG consonant. It 

is r e alizec as [£] every , .. he r e . C"herefore, t.hc velarize(1 

[~] may 0e difficult for OroTflo learnprs Of Fnqlish. 

I 
J 
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The 3em.<. -vowe.ell 

OroIT'O has bro " e 111i- vo\'le l s /"1 ,vi , ar; a<Tal.nsi: thre", 

Iv! ,Yirl in Fncrlish. Oromc Irl is a flan "honem,~ and is 

r e alized as [rJ everv who re, whereas 1:':nglish Irl is a 

r e troflexed semi-consonant and has three alloryhone s. 

He nce, Oromo students t~nd to substitute the allonhones of 

English Irl by 0romo flap Irl in all positions. 

4.3.2 The Vowels of )"ng l ish ano ()romo 

OrOIrO has five basic vOlo!els and th<:e ',redg8 IA/. Pach 

basic vO¥rel has a lona form. Two of these basic vowels are 

front li,e/, ~wo central lA, a-I ano two hack 10, ul vowels. 

lal occurs as a variant of IAI i n unstressed syllable s ",orc 

finally. 

four 

four 

On th0 other hand, Bnglis r. has br181ve rmrc vo\~els: 

The vowels OF F.nalish which do 

one front l'?!l I, one centralia' I 

absent cateaories may constitute 

s ·tudents _ 

e 

.~·~on=,ovp. r, Enqlish has E, iqht di..,hthon<Ts , (ei, ai, :»' .,au,au, 

i a , ea, u a). None of the s G cate<Tories is nresent in Oromo. 

The refore, these absent c a t egories are likely to be trouble­

some for Oromo l e arners of "nqlish. 
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TABI,E 8 

Front Unr0unCled Central l1nrounded Back. rounded' 
I 

En" . ()ro)'lo Fn rr 0 ('\rO!T10 Fon r! • Orop"o 

Rir:h i . .<.: i .<.. u ( :) u ( : ) 

!,tid e e a,A (a) A j • 

I ( ) a (:) It: I 
( ) Low de (a) 

I :;>: 
I 

, , I 
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4.30 3 Consonant elustp.rs 

There are no initial or final consonant clusters in 

Oromo. All the clusters are m(~ dial "lith no !'lore t.han hlo 

consonant se"uences • . As Bende r (1976: 176) 8xnlains, when 

a me dial cluster of ~or~ than three consonants arise in the 

course of inflection, the cluster is broken up: 

a) by epcnthesJs of 1)./ (the most common nrocess) : "we see" 

a.Jr.g + na -> aJr.g).na ; 

b) if the first consonant i s Ir , 11 and the second an 

obstruent, bv rnetat.he sis tocether 'N'i th 8penth8sis of 

la/ , aJr.9 + na --> (op.Uona../'flf) apaJt + na --> agaJtJr.a. 

Henc,," , all initial an n f inal comnlex consonant clusters 

in J"n q lish may constitute a l e arninq nroblem for Oromo 

soeake rs. 

4 03. 4 Syllable Structure s 

The followin(T syllab l~ structures of En0lish are 

compared with syllable structures of Oromo to indicate 

similari ties and di fferenc.~ s between the syllabIc struc-

tnres of the two lanquage s. 

Syllable Structure r.:rtqlish Fxample 0rcrr0 Fxaroole 

V + 2-nv 
ve + at 

vC'e + 2sk 

CV + 00 + mh- n3 

eel! + stu-(l·:mt 

ceC1T + straw 

+ = similar, - = di ffe rent 



- 77 -

S:.::llable Str.ucture En]lish Fxarnnle Oraro "'xOJl"Ple 

CIlC + pin + ¥J\n 

r,.vcr + self 

C'ICCC + fists 

cvrccc + tempts 

English syllables \vith initial cc, ccc; and .,ith final cc, 

ccc, cccc may be difficult for Qromo learners of English. 

The errors mace by Oromo learn~rs o~ Enqlish due to 

the differences between the phonemic systems of t .he two 

languages \'1ill be empirically verifi<2o in the next chanter 

(Chapter Five) bv thl? r esults of the blo test!'> admin~_ stered 

for this purpose. HOltl?ve r, the follmlinrr (nhonemic, phone­

tic, allonhonic and 0istributional) errors can be pre dicteo 

by cOID1?arinq t .he phonemic systePl!'> of the tt-IO l anrruacres based 

on the tp~ories of contrastive, analysis (eM. 

4.3.5 Classification of Predicted Errors 

a) Phonemic Errors : Th 6 l earner makes phonemic errors if 

the target languag~ has phonemes which are un-

matcheo in the phonelT'i c system of the native 

languaqe of the learner. ~o this effect, Oromo 

learners of English rna'! !'lake the follo1r.rin g phone-

mic errors in the process of learninq Bnglish. 

e . CJ . English Phooerre Wronc; Substi tutian 

/0/ /s/ or /t! 

/a/ /0/ or /z/ 

hink/ or /Unk/ for 

/EJink/ 

/~at/ or /z,t/ for 

/~ azt/ 

\ 

" 



Ivl 

l'de, I 

I';): I 

leil 

If I 

l al 

101 

101 
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Iha!:1 for /haevl 

/badl for /boe dl 

Ikotl for Ik) ~tl 

/crp.t/for Iqeitl 

b~ Phonetic Errors: If Ll speakers make errors by substitut­

inC' thA phone'l\es of L2 ~lhich are not absent in the 

T)!1.onel'lic syst~m of Ll hut 'Ilhich are articule.ted in 

(lifferent and noncontrast.ino points of articulation 

under the influe nce of the phone~es from the ir native 

stock, the error i s phonet ic. 

e.g. Irl is common to both l'~nrrlish and Oromo, but Iltl is 

refroflexed in Eng li s h, flaD in nromo. ~he e rror 

that is made by Oromo stuc1ents (lue to this d.iffe r .. 

ence is phonetic. 

c) Allophonic Error : If t he corresrcmdina phonemes of the 

e .g. 

two lanouaoes haw" d i ffere nt allophones and when 

learners make error s either by (i) transfe rring 

their allophones t o th e tarae t lanouage whi ch are 

absent in the targe t lanouaae, or ( ~i) failinrr to 

proc1.uce or pE' rce i ve the allophones of L2 be cause Ll 

lacks them. 

Fnrrlish l'.llophone s 

[t J ve larize n , as in 

still [sti{ J 

[J] nevoic:a , as in 
0 

train [tJ e i n ] 
0 

"'rona Substitut.ion 

[1] non-ve l ariz9d 

r istil] 

[rl voice d 

[tire n 1 
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d) Distributional ~rrors~ By carryinn over the distribu­

tional nattern of his 1.1 phonemes. the IJ2 l~,arner 

trans f",rs his phoneme s9crnence hobi ts into 1.2 • Bv 

the saITe token, as no initial or finill clusters 

in Oromo, they may be renaer",d as follows: 

e. '1- Ennlish rendered as 

/'-'rn:t/ 'sport' / .{.'-' pOllt.U 

/tlt.{.:/ 'tree ' / UIt.{.: / 

/ p£ e.{.,-, / ' p lace I /pHe,-,/ 

/ '-'to.: t/ ~ s "tart I / J..,-, to.ltJ..t / 



- 80 -

Chapte r Pi Vf' 

5. Data Analysis and. Re sults of the Study 

5.1 Analysis and Results of DiscriJ1".ination Test 

Sixty-two native speake rs of Oromo were ~iven two tests. 

The first t·;st was niscrim.ination tp.st. In this test, the 

subjects .lere made to Clisc:dminate between minimal pairs. 

The test was divided into Parts: con~nant eounds, vowel 

sounds, diph~honas. wora" w1th closGd anrl 0"8n syllables and 

consonant clust~rs. r:ach word .'GS sain tvice. The surjects 

",ere to inc'icate the ,,'or"!. the y hf'ard in each nair by makina 

a tick, unde rlinin'l or c irclinc depen(linn on tl'Je instruction 

aive n in each Dart.· Lat(-"r, c ach naner was marked and graned 

out of the total of 112 . . 

The sounds v.,hich the subje cts fai led to c1iscriminate in 

each part of the test W'lrE,) lis,':ed and the nuG1ber of sul:jects 

who had di fficulty in discriminating hetT,qeen each pair ~.,as 

also counted ane noterl. If a pair of sounns was confusen 

only by ope or ty'o subj3cts it vTa.s not consider'~·d siqnificant. 

5.1.1 Consonant Sounds 

Each lJart of th~, t ;;>s t was tr'latec:' separat<~ly . Th." nart 

w'1ich was analyzed first was 1:11e consonant sou'1ds. It was 

obse rve d that most SW"j 3 ctS coul c'. niscriminate behTeen con­

sonant sounds that are c lose ly relate d p.ith0r hy the ir 11'anner 

or point of articulation whc l" they occur in identical ('nviron­

ments. However, the follow::' ng pairs of sound s we re found to 
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be difficult for some subjects to aiscrininate: 

If I and Ivl 
Izl " lal 
Icl " fal 
It I " lei 
lsi " lei 
Ibl " Ip/ 
Inl II Inl 
/61 " I~I 

If I and Ivl 

/o<ost subjects could discriIT'inatc D8t\-leen /fl and Ivl 

in this test ",hen th" hro sounds occurr'?o .,ord initially. 

However, the lJrohlem arose .. ,hen the two consonant sounes 

occurraeJ. wore finally, as in n vr, and ~1 save and safe. 

To this e ffect , If' (29%) suhjects failed to discriminate 

between the t.,0 sounds '"orc finally. 

Iz/ <'.nd lal 

In this study, these tl"O sounds l-.rere i'ound to be cne of 

the most difficult consonant pair of soun(ls to discriminate. 

P.ccordingly, 21 (34%) subjects failec to c'liscriminat8 the two 

sounds, e.s in close and c l othe. 

ICJ.I and I~I 

Althou0h the nrot-l<!m was not serious with /zl and I~/, 

some. subjects found it. di fficult to Cliscril'1inate between 101 

and I~/. Out of the 62 c ubi '::' ct!'<, 5 (8 ~i ) i'ailen to discriminate 

b-.tween the two gounns J.S in c.are and there . 
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/5/ and /e/ 

Another area 0" di fficul ty, as observed in this stud", 

W"lS the trouble SOMe subjects ba.d to discriT'linflte between /s/ 

and /e/. Eleven (l8 ~ ) su.l:>:i ,:>ct s couJe"n't. discrimin ate retween 

tl)e s e two sounns, in ~lords such <'.s sink and think. 

/t/ and /e/ 

It was ohserved that 9 (14%) subjects failed to discri-

minate between /t/ and /e/ as in tin and thin. 

/h/ and /r-/ 

~10st subjects had no di fficul'c.y in discrimina ting betwe en 

the two sounds ~lhen they occurrec word. initially as in pit 

and pit, 1 ut the di fficul ty aro",,,, Hh", n th,-, h10 J)air of sounds 

occurred word finallv I "IS in rib and rip. It '1as founa out 

thnt. 8 (13%) subj('cts couldn' t c"iscril'linate between thE' two 

sounds word finally. 

/n/ and /n/ 

Six (lO~) subjects found it difficult to niscriminflte 

be tween th~ two sounds word finally, as in sin and sinc-. -
These two sounns '~ere also confuse d. In thi s t '2S t 6 (10%) 

subje cts failed to discriminnt0 b8tHeen the two sounds as in 

choke and joke . -
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5.1. 2 Vowe l Soun0s 

Th<: followina vowel sounds wcn~ found to be difficult 

for the subjects to ~iscriwinate. 

l ei an d l<il I 

It wc.5 obse rve d that 1 6 ( ::2 6 %) subjects couldn't discri-

min a t e be tween the two vowe l sounds nS in letter and latte r, 

l<il I a nd I AI 

Thes p vowe l sounds wp. r e confuse 0 bv 2~ (37%) subje cts . . --
~o h ad difficulty in cti s cri~inatin~ be tween the two vowel 

sounds as in c a t and cut , h a t arc hut. 

IAI and l a: 1 

It I"as obse rved tha t 'J (1 4% ) subje cts failed to dis-

cri minat e bet~leen the two vowe l sounes as in much and roarch. 

Iii and li :1 

Some 11 (18%) subjects confused the two vowe l sounds, 

as in b i t and beat; .9.!E. and deer . 

IAI and fa :1 

The s E' tl-lO vowel sounds we re confuse o 0V 7 (11%) subjects 

as in hut and hurt. 

lui and lu :1 

This pa ir was b aoly d iscril1'ina t e d. I t ~las foun o. out that. 

21 (34 %) subjects confus e d the t"lO sounct ,'l a s in full and fool; 

pull an d pool. 
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5.1.3 Diohthonas 

Diphthonqs are foun d "to be the JT'ost trou':lleso!1'e area 

to discriminate for most subjects. 

lei and leil 

~t was observed that 19 (31%) subjects failed to dis-

criminate between lei and leil as in aet and qate. -"--
1):1 and laul 

This pair was the JT'ost difficult to discriminate for 

the subjects in this study. This pair ~,as difficult to 

discriminate for 39 (63%) s ubjects a5 in la', and low ; born 

and bone. 

1131 ano leal 

This pair .,as confuse d by 14 (22%) subiects as in hear 

and hair; deer and dare. 

laul ann laul 

It was observed tha"t 11 (18%) Rubjects failed to dis-

criminate between the two diohthonqs as in nmr and know; 

loud and load. 

5.1. 4 'iJorc1s v,i th Closed and Open Syll"ables 

The subjects hardly had any difficulty in niscriIl'inat­

ing words with closed syllables and open syllables in '",ords 

such as luck, lucky ! sit, city. 

5.1. 5 Consonant Clusters 

FroIl' amonast the consonant clusters Niven in the test 

only the nair b low and below was found out to be troublesome 

for IB (29 ~ ) subiects to discriminate. 

, 

-

I 
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S. ? Analysis an d Res ults of ProGuction ~~s t 

The second test ',7as oro<'luction t es t. The 62 subjects 

w"re tClpe-recoro~c ~lhi18 r eadinc aloud. 78 sentences contain-

ing most of the minima l ~airs used i n the oiscrimination test. 

The t e st ",ras di videa in to pC'. r ts: consonant sounds, vmve ls, 

and diphthon gs, wo ros, ' .• i th closed and opr>n syllables ancl 

consonant clusters. Th~ s c n-tE")nces in each part were numbered 

to avoid confus i on. Each sub j e ct ~7as instructCld to r e cord 

his/her name, s"lction, a'ld ase before re>adin<' the s onte ncp.s 

onto the t.ane. 

'1"iO judgE'S (a 1inC!uis t "md Jl''lsplf) list.r>n'ld t o the 

recordinq of each subject, ~nc[ rC'.ve e ach s ub"j ect a score of 

on.e point for each ' correct.1y' saie' it.c!'1 . rr'he t 'Ii 'f.~ .t · 

"f '" 'L • " 
(Traded out of thG t.otal" .?J..... '1'h" nhone !'1ic tra\ilS,¢ri?'non~ 

the r e l e vant ",oros as nrOnOtUlCC r' bv th e subi /c·~~· in ~t1)" 78 ~; \ 
s entence s can be shown as fol lovrs : ": I, ,,' "",;" " I 0 ;1 

Consonant. founds 

veal /vi:l/ 

five /faiv/ 

safe /se if/ 

think /0i11 k/ 

thin /0in/ 

th e n /ap-n/ 

zea l /zi:1/ 

b it /hit/ 

pack /pae. k/ 

back /hae. k/ 

. . , t 
\"\ ' .", I. " ' . . ~' '. ~/ -'.; .. ,- ...... ,~ 

01SA[;pv '--. ~, as rendered by th8 sUbjects 

/vi1/, /vi:l/, /vcl/ 

/faif/, /fa iv/ 

/sef/, /seif/ 

/Unk/, / s ink/ 

/sin/, /tin/ 

/zen/, /scn/ 

/zi1/, /z8 1/ , /zi:l/ 

/bit/ 

/nak/, /nek/ 
/bak/ 
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mad /mae.d/ 

mat /mae t/ 

ma te /meit/ 

made /It'eid/ 

coule /kud/ 

g00d /'1uo/ 

j oke /~auk/ 
Ch0k" /Zauk/ 

map /mdep/ 

nap /nae,.,/ 

l aw /1):/ 

r a'''' /r}: / 

b rin" /bri,,/ 
b i r /bi ,.,. / 

s ina /si,,/ 

s ick /sik/ 
v 

"la sh /W) s/ 
v 

vIB.tch /w) c/ 
haste /he ist/ 

t-Jdste /\veist/ 

we t /wet/ 

yet /yet/ 
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Consonant Sounds , 
as :rendered by the subjects 

/mad/, /rnlld/, / r,'ed/ 
/mat/, /met/ 

/rnet/, /mat/ 

/med/ 

/kud/ 

/r'f1]rl./ 

/iok/ 
/Zok/ , 

/rnan/ • 

/nan/ 

v /f'ook/ 

/lawu/, /lo',ru/ 

/rav1U/, /ro",JU/ 

/rrin- r /, /bria/, /bri" / 

/ b i cr / 

/Bin-a/, / s in/, / s i,,/ 

/sik/ 

/ ''loil /, /vI a¥ / 
/ wo'!;/ , /waZ/ 
/h8st/, /hast/ 

/we st/ 

/wet/, /1'11 t / 
/yet/ 

Vowels and Diphthonqs 

b e ll /bel/ /bell 

hill /bil/ /bil/ , /bi:l/ 

lift /li ft/ /lift/ 

l e ft /left/ /l<')ft/ 

l et ter /leta (r) / /l"l ter/ 

l a tt", r /1 ae. t a (r) / / late r/, /le t e r/ 

hat /hae,t/ /hat/,/hllt/ 
hut /hllt/ / t; 1I t;; Ihut/ 

COIN? /kAm/ /klltn/, / ko'1l/ 

.' 



r 

Enalish 

calm /kann / 

shut /¥At/ 
v 

shot /SJt/ 
dip /din/ 

deep /eli:o/ 

pot /!l.' t/ 
port /0) : (r) t/ 

hot /h,t/ 

hut /hAt/ 

hurt /ha: ~r) t/ 

full /ful/ 

fool /fu~l/ 

get. /aet:/ 

gate /OI'!i t/ 
h ate /heitl 
heicrht /hait/ 

buy /ba1/ 

boy /h:, i / 

bone / ba unl 
born /b): (r}n/ 

hear /hi a (r)/ 

hair /hee (r)/ 

now /nau/ 

know /nau/ 
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as :rerlclered by the subjects 

/kalm/, /kolm/, /kan/ 
v / v /sAt , /sut/ 

/¥ot/, /¥At/ 

/din/ 

/din/, /cli:p/ 

/rot/ 

/nort/ 

/hot/ 

/h At/, /hut/ 

/h~rt/, /hert/, /ha:rt/ 

Iful/ 

/ful/,/fu:l/ 

/qet/ 

/qet/, /q'll:/ 

/het/ ,/hat/ 

/hai ti , /11evit/ 

/bai/ 

/boil 

/oon/ 
/born/ 

/hir/, /hi : r/ 

/her/, /heyir/ 

/nau/ 

/nau/, /newu/ 

Closed and open syllable words 

eight /eit/ 

e iahty /eiU/ 

sit lsi t/ 
city Isiti/ 

l ilCk /lAk/ 

lucky /lAki/ 

difficult /difikalt/ 

diffi culty /difika ltil 

/et/, leit/ 

/eti/, /e"i til 

/sit/ 

/siti/ 

/lak/, /lAk/ 
/la}:i/, /lfIki/ 

IrififAlt/ , /difikelt/ 

/difikAlti/, /difikelti/ 
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Consonant Clus ters 

'English 

b low /b13u/ 

belOlq /bildu/ 

flow /f13u/ 

fo11o'07 / f)la u/ 

sport /sp): t/ 

support /sdn) , t/ 

disnrove /disnru:v/ 

disanryrovr.> /di.sdDru:v/ 

stronO' /str) ~/ 

students /stuodnts / 

threfl /eri/ 

thos ~ I 'd') s/ 

he alth /he le/ 

as rend8red ?y the s ubje cts 

/hlo/ 

/bilo/ 

/flo/ 

/folo/ 

/isport/, /sport/ 

/sanor.t/, /seport/ 

/disinr()v/, /C1is-pruv/ 

/disianruv/, /d:lsa-nruv/ 

/l.stironc,/, /stiron-a/ 

/iptude ntis/ , /studentis/ 

/siri. :/, /tri : / 

/zos/ 

/hAl z/, / hA-ls/, /hfllzi/ 

Ba s e d on th e transcription of the phonel"'~s a s r e ndere d 

by t h e sub jects, the di ffe r e n t Darts of the t ,"!s t '''8 r 03 analyzed 

a s follows: 

5.2.1 Consonant Soun0,S 

/:,s a ,qhole , the "~nqlish oonsonant sounds do not give 

Ororno- Sl;'c aldno stude nts much difficult". How"lve r; the con­

sonant sounds /v/, /'if/, / e /, /n/ and /'Ic; ~;ere foun d to be 

difficult for the subj "lcts to pronounce. 

/v/ 

foIost sub:i 8 cts could p rod uc<'! this con sonant sound "wro 

initia lly, as in ve al. Th e t rouble was "Then this s ound 

o c curred Nor~ f inally as in f ive, save . 'J'h us , 2 7 ( ~ 3'1: ) 

s ub j e c t s nronoun,ce d five as fife , for instance. 
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I~/ 

None of the subjects could say this sound corre ctly. 

The y either nronounced la/ a s Izl or at times as lsi. Thus, 

for e xample, them I~'enl 1>1';1S 8 i ther nronounccri as Izenl or 

Isen/. 

101 

This souna also caused a problem for the subjects. It 

was either substituted by lsi or It/. Thus, 38 (61%) subjects 

confused 101 in thin with It I in tin while twenty-nine (47%) 

confused 101 in think with Is/ in sink. 

Inl 

Forty-tw, (1'8%) subje cts pronouncEl<' th'" Iql in brinq as 

a s e parate sound, inste ad of pronouncino it, Inl as native 

snglish speakern rio. In some case s, they omi\ted Igl thus 

nronouncina 'sing' as 'sin ', for instance. 

/~I 

Seven (11*) subjects confused I~I with Illl and r p ad 

V 'choke' as Isokl, for e xample. 

5.2.2 Sirnnle Vowels and Diphthonas 

English has IT'any mors vowels than Oromo. As a result, 

Oromo l e arners of F.nglish woulc1 use their relatively sl:'all 

number of vowels to 'cover' th~ Pnqlish twelve simple vowels 

and eight diphthonas. The l c:tter are absent categories in 

Oromo. 
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Vowels ano dinhthongs were found to be the most troub1e-

some areas for the subjects too oroduce. 'l'he follol~ing vowels 

and diphthongs caused ?roblems: 

/e/ and /~ / 

In the test, 28 (45%) sQbjects failed to make a cistinc-

tion between /e/ and /~ /. For instance, th<:!y pronounced 

latter and letter indentical1y. ()thp.rs substi tutcd the /~ / 

in latt'er by /a/ an<'1 r>ronouncec lCltter as /later/. "The' 

I schwa' /a/ - th<:! neutral vowel llsee in unstressed syllables 

and I"eak forms" (Keri~lOrthy 1987: 51) ~!as renlaced by /e/ in 

both latter and letd:!er by most subi'?cts. 

/<12. / am' / A/ 

Most subjects found it difficult to pronounce the two 

sounds distinctly. The /<12. / in hat and the / A/ in hut were 

oronounced identica11v. This ~'as a ,..,rob1em for 16 (74%) 

subjects. Others pronounced hat as /hat/. The sound /A/ 

~las also confused with lui. Thus, Ii (10%) subjects pro-

nounced /hAt/ as /hut/ although this last confusion could 

be attributed to the orthography of ~. 

/i/ and /i:/ 

The sounds /i/ and /i:/ were also confused by 33 (53%) 

subjects I</ho read (lin and deen identicallv. Both words -- - " 

sounded /din/ as rendere d by the subjects. 
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IAI ane la:1 

The I AI in hut was confusei' wi th the la : I in hurt. 

It wa s obs8 rvoo that 17 (2 7%) suhjects reae hurt Iha :tl as 

IhArt/. Others rt'! ad /ha Iti ei ther as Ihertl or /ha:rt/. 

lui and lu:1 

Full ann fool I"ere pronounced identicallv bv 29 (~7 % ) -- '- . -
subje cts. Both vlOrcs we r e p ronounced Iful/. Some subjects 

tended to use a vm"el close to lu:! to nronounce foo l Ifu : 1/. 

l e i and leil 

It \I'as observed that r;e arly all the sub"jects con fused 

l ei with lei/. Forty-nin8 (7n) subjects co u l on' t make a 

distinction between lei com d I ;=il v,hen the" nronounced ge t -
and aa-te. Others nronouncec gate as Iqat/. 

I)~ I an d laul 

These t,~o sounds'tlel:<' substi tuteCl by 101 or lo ~ I. Thus, 

all the subjects pronol.ulced b one, Ibaunl as Ibonl an d born 

Ib~ : (r)nl as either /bornl or /ho:rn/. 

lidl and leal 

All the s~~jects re~lacea these two diphthongs by mono­

thongs . Hence, here Ihi a (r) I Vias pronounced either as Ihirl 

by 39 (63%) or Ihi:rl by othe rs and hair Ihe~(r)1 as Iherl 

by 37 (60 %) or Iheyirl by othGrs. 
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/au/ and /all/ 

Host s ubi ectR h a (1 no difficulty in nroducincr /au/ as 

in now. Out the probl~m was with /au/ as in knrn~. ~hus, 

18 (77%) subjects nronounced nrn~ ann kno~l identically, Le. 

/nau/. Others nronounced know as /newu/. 

5. 2 .3 Words N;i.th Closed and Open Syllables 

No significant proble m was observed in the production 

of words with closed and open ~yllables. 

5. 2 . 4 Consonant Cluste rs 

A.s 11 tOThole consonant clusters wi th t\~O s eque nces 

occurrinG initially or finally Cli(ln' t cause Much trouble for 

the subjects. The problem ar013e ' Then the seq'1s nces \OTere 

three or morc. Por e xotIDPla , in .itially strona /str)n/ was 

nronounced either as /istiron- o/ or /stiron-a/. rAedially, 

disprove /dispru:v/ Has pronounced either a s /C'isipruv/ or 

~is-pruv/. In ?inal position, students /studants/ was 

oronounced either as /studentis/ or /istu<'lenti.s/. Bowever, 

it was observed that 9 (14%) students pronounced he alth 

/he 10/ as /helzi/. A clear /1/ was usee in place of dental 

/1/ and /0// a voicele ss fricative
j 

ioTas substituted by an ooen 
"-

syllable /-zi/. 

\ 

\ 

I 



- '.' 3 -

5.3 Classification of Brr0rs 

5 . 3 .1 t'hone",ic r.: r ror'; 

Th '" fo1101",in q phonemic errors were obse rved: 

En~lish Phonerr.e 

Consonants: 

Ivl five 

lal thp.n 

101 thin 

/1:1 choKG 

V~ls and ~iphthonqs: 

1'i'1<.1 latte r 

IAI shut 

1:; :1 caunht 

li:1 deer 

lu:/foo1 
/ ei l gat~ 

1;; 81 hair 

lau/ knm'l, lanl no'" 

5.3.2 Phone tic F. rrors 

I rl r e trofleX0o 

5.3.3 AlloPhonic Errors 

[r]-

[J]-

a flapped consonant 
~lhich may occur inte r­
vocalically e . ':, . Verv 

-/ marry . 

a nost-alveolar fri c­
tionless continuant 
e.a . drive 

"Irona Substitution 

/fl fife 

Izl zen 

It I tin, lsi sin 

I~I shock 

lei 18tter 

luI shoot 

101 cot 

Iii di~ 
lui full 

lei (Jet 

lei her 

laul nO\~ 

Irl a flap 

a i'laD Irl 

a flal) 1r.1 
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o 
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- a oost-fort.i8 con­

sonant cJevoiced 

allophone e.g. 

crane, train 

[d) dental as in width 

[nl dental as in t e nth 

[1] dental as in h e alth 

[1] - a non-velari z r-o'd 

allorhone, occurs 

in initial "'osition 

be i'or2 VOl-Ie 1s an.) 

/y /, e. q. l eave, ",arlv 

a nan /r/ 

[(I] alveolar 

[n) alveolar 

clear [1] 

clear [1] 

/~/ - a velarizeri a11o;:-:hoT'.0, 

occurs he fore consorants, 

/w/ 2nn word finally 

e. q. alway!'!, noal. clear [1) 

5.3.4 f)istributional~: .' rrors 

~he fo1lo~linq distrii'utional errors were observeCl 

in the nroduction of English tvords as nr(lnollnce d by 

most sub:jects: 

English Syllar.le Structure's Wronn Subf!titut ion 

eeeve 
stronq 

cve('c 
stuc'ents 

eev 
thrE'e 

ever. 
health 

ccvr.vcc/vccvc'lCr. 
/stironq/ , /istironcr/ 

cvcevc 
/stu(lentis/ 

c'lev 
/siri: / 

cvrr.v 
/hel:>:i/ 
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5. 4 Rc:nk Orner Correlation COfl ffici e nt (r ) , 
fl 

t ~·8an Scores 

and Standard Deviations 

Roll Discrimination Production 
Test Scores Test. Sco r es 

~ -(out of 112) (X) Rank 1 (out of 83) (Y) Rank 2 

1 100 47.5 58 37 

2 102 36.5 57 42 

3 103 20 64 13 

4 1()0 47. 5 62 22 

5 103 29 fi t, 9.5 

6 100 l1 7.5 59 32 .5 

7 101 42 1i3 17 

8 101 ,:12- 60 28.5 

9 104 :W. 5 58 37 

10 H)2 36 .5 67 7.5 

11 1) 5 61 (, 2 ~2 

12 104 20.5 57 42 

13 99 53 56 47 

1 4 103 29 58 37 

15 108 3 I; .- 57 7.5 

15 'l6 59 .5 5,1 52 

17 IN 1l.5 63 17 

18 'l2 62 52 57.5 

1 9 96 59.5 57 42 

20 98 56.5 59 32.5 

21 106 11.5 56 ·1 7 

2 2 102 36 . 5 54 52 

23 108 3.5 fiFl 4 .5 

24 1n3 29 63 17 

25 107 7 6~ 1.5 

26 101\ 20.5 56 47 

27 10(1 47 . 5 1\8 62 

.28 97 58 5(1 60 

29 106 11.5 65 II 

30 103 29 Gl 25.5 
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Roll Di scrimination Producti on 
Te st Scor e s Test Scores 

No . (Cut of 112) (X) Rank 1 (Oul: of 83) (V) Rank 2 

31 99 53 58 37 

32 107 7 69 1.5 

33 106 11.5 68 4.5 

34 lOG 11.5 6<1 13 

35 101 42 68 4.5 

36 1n1 20.5 54 52 

37 106 11.5 63 17 

38 101 20 .5 1i3 17 

39 102 36 . 5 5') 32 .5 

10 <)9 53 58 37 

41 105 15.5 lin 2 8.5 

4? 98 55 . 5 56 4 7 

43 1()3 291 62 52 

44 10? 1 58 4 .5 

45 102 36.5 r,(l 28.5 

46 104 20.5 64 13 

47 107 7 (i6 9.5 

48 103 29 54 52 

c19 108 3.5 62 22 
\ 

50 101 12 57 42 

51 100 4 7.5 57 42 . 

52 101 20.5 59 32.5 

53 104 20.5 (,l 25 .5 

54 101 ·12 52 57.5 

55 103 29 56 1 7 

56 99 53 53 55.5 

57 10n 17 . 5 51 5C) 

58 103 29 54 52 

5 9 lOS 15. 5 60 28. 5 

60 108 3.5 62 22 

61 9 0 53 4q f 1 

6 2 102 36 .5 53 55.5 
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,.. 
··s 

- 97 -

= 635 1 

= 102 (<ll%) {ave rage score Of 
of dis criJl'in 3tion t e st) 

= 1- 61:d2 

N (N 2_l) 
, 

= 1 6x16 481.S 
- 62 (62) 2_1 

. 98889 
= 1 - '-313266 

= 1 - 0.41') 

Ed2 = 1 54':31. S 

EX = 368 0 

V = 60 (72%) (averaqe 
of nroduction 

= 0.58 (rank-ordAr correlation coefficient) 

:J - 2 
S D E ( X- X ) , E ( X- X):< = 77~ 
, • x N-l 

=V' 12. 70 

= 3.56 

" _, /lS49 
" .Dy-V bl 

=V 25 • 39 

N-l = 61 

{standard deviation of 

(y_y) 2 = lS4 S 

= 5. 04 (standard de vi.ation of nroduction t e st) 

score 
test) 

The rank-order correlation coefficient [(r ) = o. Sill s 

indicates that th~ two t 8StS (discrimination and production) 

are positively correlated , i.e . the~ is a unod r e l ation-

, 
. -:-
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ship b e hle en thp hlO , in oth ,c r words, stud'mts who are qood 

at discriminatinn can do well in "roduction and vice versa. 

On the other han", t-l-t :', avcraoe scores, ln2 ( <) 1%) (for 

discrimination) and fn (72%) (for n roducti()n) r e veal that 

t he subjects are far be'tte r in discriMination than in nro­

duc1:ion. It has been t es t e d and founrl out that there is a 

signific~mt difference hetw88n the blo Mean flcores. ~ core­

ove r, tile standard de viation (S. D.) ~ (for discrimination) 

ano. 5.04 (for 'Jronuction) ShOI;T that there are larger dH'fer­

snce s amcnqst the sub j ec-t:s i n rronuction than in discrimlna-

tion. 
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Chapter Six 

6. Re coJllJ11ena.atio;1s an c1 Conc lusions 

6.1 Reco~~cndations 

Learners need to develop a conc~rn for pronunCiation, 

The y must recocmize that r .oor, unintelligible speech I.dll 

make their attemnts at conversing frustrating and un~ le asant 

both for themselves and for their listeners. They mm:t also 

raalize tl1at success in lanc,ua(le learninrr task, lnvolves 

s e ttinq oneself qoals, and. work inq hard to achievE'> them. 

Teachinrr corrAct nronll1ciation is not only the task of 

tile tAacher. It is very true tha ·t the teach~r has his own 

role to p lay i'1 the process, b ut success i n pronunciation 

will CI.epend on much e ffort ·the l earner nuts into it . 

Teachers need to che ck that the ir l earners are hearin g sounds 

according to the aonropriate cat enories an~ h e l D them develop 

nsw categories if ne cessary . SOl11etimes l e arners "Jill be able 

to imitate the ne", sound, b ut if they can't then t he teacher 

ngeds t o be able to ('i vs s omE" h il"ts wh ich may he l p theJ11 to 

make the ne w sound. "_s Kenworthy (l 9 87 ~2 ) explains, "Leazners 

ne2G the help of the teacher in establishing a p lan fo r 

action, in deciding what to concentrate on anry when to leave 

wel l e nouah alone . II 1\s l earninr- T)ronunciation i s s o cOlflnlex, 

th'" t.eache r Must consid-=r what tVDes o f exercises ana. acti­

vit.ies will be helpful. 

I~uch is also eXDected on the Dart of the l earner to 

accomplish. PriMarily, tt18 l " arner 's villingness to take 
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r esponsibility for his or her o,,"n l earnin<' is hi C'hly import-

ant in nronunci ation l earnin c; . 

Recr2 rdino the rol.'! of the l earne r J. Kenworthy writes, 

"The t e acher may be hi qhly sk.i lled at noticinn rnispronuncia-

tions an(l pOintino these out., but if learners tak", n o action 

and do n ot try to JY\oni tor thei r oltm e fforts, then the pros-

oects o f chanoe or improvement are Illinimal" (ibid: 3) • 

Hos t t eachers way worry about which pronunciation to 

t each. It is evident that a teacher teaches the type of 

nror.unciat ion hp./she uses. The iMportant thincr is not 

' ... orrying about , ... hich ",ronunciation to teach. ,'?hat is more 

i mnortant is t h e oues tion of intellioibili ty. !>'lo s t peonle 

~ay think that a pronunciation which is native like is 

totally inappropriat'2, howeve r it must he acc9pteo that if 

thra r '= j.s occasion to sn",ak ' .... i i:n nil.ti v"'s, the di ver"ence in 

oronunciation ll' av lear to coromun icil.tion break10"m. A 

native like p ronunciation may be a ("oal for narticular 

lE,arners, but for the '1lajority of leaxners a far rrore J:eas<nabl~ qoal 

is to be comfortably intelli0ib1e . For eyamnle , as observed 

i n this stucy anc'i Many othe r similar s tuc'iies , most l earners 

t end to s llbsti tllte /a/ by /z/. 'T'he listene r "lay understand 

if t h e speake r Sil.ys 'ze' for 'th', but this can be unde rstood 

only if it is follo"w d consis tently, Le. ii' the same Fnr,lish 

sound /~/ is substituted by ' z' by some l e arners and bv '(I' or 
' s ' by others, this is very cop fusinq. 

Based on these and the findinqs of this study, the 

follo'N'in(" r8col11roendations arC'; l"ade ~ 
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1. As i n other ar'cws of t ,eachin 'T , the first sta0e in 

t e aching p ronunciation is se l e ction. Unless the teacher 

a l ready knows ''lh a t his p unils' ",ifficultips arc, h e has to 

find them out. Th e best ',,'ay is to aet t,he ou~i ls to say 

words containin0 the sound3 1<-Thich arA to he tested without 

t hE; t e acher hims e l f saying the Ir first. 

2 . The next step, 3fte r selectinn the sounds to be 

worked on, is to prepare set s of minima l pairs. Toj'orksheets 

can bi'! p raDa,red for t.h ~ student s ~lith the pairs of "'Iords 

ooside each other. 1',s the teacher nronounce" one of the 

pair, i:l1e l earners circl? or tick th e "lOr d they think the y 

heard. It is imoortant '':0 provi r'~ im~er1iate f eedback, and 

to give t hos e who chose the ~qrona word a chance to hear both 

words again. It is also important to varv th" p osition and 

surroundinas of the targe t sound. For evawph;, /t/ can occur 

ini tially, medially and finally in Rncrlish words ano. also 

'!lith othe r consonants i n Gl ustE' rs, as in ~, pit, trip,and 

crcpt, e tc. It is nec~ssary that p roduction be c iven more 

attention than discrimination in drill exercises for the 

fact that the subjects v18 r e found to be relative ly weaker 

in 'Jroduction than in discrimination • .. 

3 . "'inimal pair nractice can be none ",ith a taperecord-

inq of the vlOrd p a irs, but again i mmedi a t e fe,gclliack shouln 

be q i ven and thp. tape r ep l ayed to qi ve anothe r opportunity 

for the l earners to hear the sounds. The advantaC7e of usin g 

a tape is that the ll'oc'jr;, l Illill be unchancinCT .. - - the t"lne cannot 

3xa0Qerate o r distort successive Mone ls as th~ teacher can . 
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<1 . l',nothe r irmortant thinn to note is tllat "no sound 

is an i s land. " The teach e r should avoi<l dmllonstratinn or 

askinq l e arners to produce sounc1s in isolation. Sounds 

occur in syl lable s, surrounded by other sO\m<'ls, so the 

t eacher should ,.,ive th -= l e arners a real worn or a non-sense 

word. In other words, it ce rtainlv !>1akes no sense to prac­

tice consonant. sounds in isolation. 

5. It is usually easi0r for learners to produce a new 

sound in initial position. ~here1'ore, the t~acher s hould 

start out vIi th words ",,'he n:! the sotmel is at th8 heginninc- of 

the word, then ",ove on to wox-ds ~'here it occurs a t the end 

(",'hich is sliC!htly J'1or O! c..i fficnlt), them t .o mid.cUe position, 

and f inal ly in combinat j.on I'Ji t h other soun<ls. 

6 . To ove rcome the difficulty 1'lit!1 makin g diphthonrrs, 

the teacher should oraw t:h8ir attention to the move ment 

involved in terms of 'start' and 'finish' positions • 

.,. In teachin 'C consonant clusters, th~ t eache r will 

h e ve to cecic1.e for hirns~llf \'Thich clusters to includ8 and which 

to leave nut, and for this t.he main consideration \·1111 be the 

freque ncy of occurrence in speech and, to a certain e xtent, 

the amount of c1.i :fficul t y for his uupi Is. It is impe rative 

that the teacher Clive more attention to final clusters. To 

a certain extent one i s j ustified in say inl"! that fin a l 

c lu.sters are ]'lore im::Jort.ant t:hon initial clusters , because 

whereas the latter onlv perform lexical functi ons, final 

clusters have ara!11Inatical I1LTlctions as well. 

J 
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6. 2 Conclusions 

Th~ main object! V'~ o f this stur" ~las teo l'lake a comoara-

tive study of the se0~sntal phone~es o f Enolish ann Oroma and 

thl2 reby to find out the di fficulties Oromo learnl2rs of 

Eng lish have in pronouncing ce rtain En0lish sounds. 

To this effect, two t e sts (discrimination and producftcn) 

were adminietered to 6 2 nati-ve sneakers o~ Oromo. ~ SlJb:jects, 

in gene ral, W8re found t o b e (Joor at discrirninatina . The 

1?roblem was with n roduct i on in which they W'lre relatively 

weaker. 'l'hus, the follo,qinq p robl",ms were ob~erved in this 

study: 

J'i'any of the pai rs of consonant" that causciJ. o roblern.s 

f o r th , subjects were categories whi ch flo not exist in the 

n'lt.ive l an C!uarTe . 

Se ve r.al of the pairs of vowAls that cause~, prob l e ms 

d i ffered in that one is a mcnothonrr and the other a dij)hthonc<. 

In othe r case s, monothonqs, e . q . /'<£. ) :/ \qern found 1:0 b8 

troublesol1'e. ",he r e ason could be that these vow(~ls are absent 

categorie s in the Oromo languaae. 

Consonant clusters with three or mor.e se'1ue nce s ~'ere 

found to be trouhlesome. Thi s couln also be attributed to the 

difference s in the syllabic structures of the t wo l anguaaes. 

In some ~Jays final clusters constituted a 'Treate r prob lem 

than initial clusters for the subjects. 

I 
) 
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Learnirrr< to nronounce a lanC"uaf1f' is a w~ry c0ll11:llex 

task an d , as with an" other coroDl~x learninrr task, the learn-

ing process can be facilitated, however, if both the learner 

'lno the teacher make unreserved efforts. ",S H<;:!idi Dulay. 

et al. note , "'1'0 be successful, a learner neeo not have a 

spe cial inborn talent for learninr lanC"uarres . Le arners and 

teachers simply neeo to I do it ri ...,ht '" (Heit'li nulC'.y e t al. 

1982:). 

Moreover, the teachinri of nronunci"tion should be 

q i ven due attention from the earlv staqAs. In the wores of 

P. B~bbard et al., 

~he t eachin rr of nronunciation is not an 
optional lUxury t o b2 l(',ft to advancec1 level 
stunies 0" the l ann.lil' i2 at universitv ••• 
Pronunciation should be an intenral Dart of 
an BnCTlish teachinq programme "rOM the ~arly 
starres, illst as the t 8Bchinr! of structur.ss 
and vocabulary (P etelt i-Iu bbaltd ,z.t aJ!. 19 85:20 ) . 

I 
) 
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APPF.NDI Y. 'P: 

' ,arne ~ 

Section: S. S . 

Sex : , ,., (male , f e ma l e ) 

AgE.~g 

T"st I: DiscriIT1ination Test 

Part I : Consonant. Sounds 

1';.. ~'7hich one of the followin q nair of ~'10rds i s said? 

Tick (/) the t'lord you' ve hpara in each T)ai r. 

1. a) fast 3 . a) rin d) choke 

vast rib joke 

b) feel b ) nit c) r ich I 

I veal bit ri0CTe 
0< 

c) fifr"l c) T)ull 7. a) l e isure 

fiv0. bull ledger 

d ) safe 4 . a ) tin Il ) l e sion 

save ('ip l e0ion 

2 . a) Clen b ) mat c) major 

the n mad measure 

b) clare c) mate 8 . a) ~ap 

there made nap 

c) close 5. a) class b) mai l 

clothe rrlass nail 

d ) sink b) could c) marrow 

think '"!ooo narrow 

e) seal c) locy '1 a) raw 

ze al I ocr la'il 

f) thin 6 . a) choic8 b) row 

tin joice 101. 
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c) rean b) srri nn 13. a) watch 

lean snick ~", a9h 

10. a) brinrr c) stine< b) witch 

birr stick wish 

b) ounC! 12. a) sin 14. a) haq 

duCT siner warr 

c) banCT b) son b) haste 

ba0' sunn waste 

ll. a) sinrr c) sinner 15. a) we ll 

sick sinerer ye ll 

b) wet 

yet 

Part II : Vowel Sounds 

B. Listen carefully and unde rline the worn which you have 

he ard in e ach nair. 

l. n. ) be ll ,1. a) COITI~ c) lin 

b ill c alm l e an 

b) hid b ) cluck: 7. a) pot 

heao <'ark port 

c) sit c) l"uch b) cot 

s e t march c au"ht 

2. a) !::ed d ) h ut c) shot 

b ad heart short 

b) <"uess 5. a ) hut 8. a) bud 

cas r,ot biro 

c) lend b ) rub b) hut 

lano rob hurt 

d) letter c) shut c) such 

latter shot s e arch 

3. a) cat d ) luck (1) s hut 

cut lock shirt 

b) hat 6 . a ) bit c a) look .' . 
hut De at luke-

c) wad b) <,ip b) full 
fool 

mud c1Q8n c ) pull 
pool 
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"art III : ninhthonC's 

C. Lis·ten and decide ·"hich of the pair of ~Iords is said, 

then underline the \10rd l"rhich you have heard. 

1. a) debt 3. a) buy 5. a) o ar 

cate hoy air 

b) C'ct b) bile b) f e ar 

"ate boil fair 

c) fell c) vice c) hear 

fail voice hair 

d) pen 4. a) born d) deer 

pain bone dare 

2. a) bay b ) hall 6. a) now 

buy holp. know 

p) late c) lorc1 b) loud 

li'lht 10a(1 load 

c) hate d) la"J 
c) douht 

hei"ht 10N dote 

0) to"1n 
tonp. 

? art. IV : \')ords ,-lith Close d and ()T)en Syllables 

D. Which one of the follo,.,ing pair of words have you heard: 

the first or the second? Shmv the worc1 you have heard 

in e ach pair b~r circlin0. 

1. eiqht/eiohty 

2. luck/lucky 

3. nart/party 

<1. fun/funny 

5. honest/honesty 

6. cirt/dirty 

7. sit/cit'! 

8. cifficul t/di ~ficulty 

J 
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Part V: ('onsonant Cluste rs 

1'; . ~lhich ward is nronounce d. - the first cr the second? 

Underline the one you have hear~ in each Qair . 

1. b low/be low 

2 . flow/follO'll 

3. snort/sunport 

<1 . disprove/disap"rove 
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l'PPENDIX B 

Test II : P roouction Test 

Instructions ~ Read the follm lino sentences care fully onto 

th," tape -recorder. R(~a r'J. n aturally: use your normal p ronun­

ciation. ~Iako a short p au.se after each sentence . Re cord 

your na'11.e, section and age before you. . read the sentences. 

Part I: Consonant pOUIJds 

1. He prefers ve al to pory.. 

2. Five of the pas s e ngers died in that accident. 

3. It is always s afe to work hard. 

4. I think she i s thin. 

5. Then we ~lent t o t he T)artv . 

6 . She has a s trong ze al to learn. 

7. You are a c)it l a ·t e. 

8 . Pack un soon. 

9. He qave back the ~oney . 

10. The mad c a t i s sitting on the ~at. 

11. He is our dorm- mate. 

12. This shirt i s made i.n China. 

13. I could nlay foot-ball when I was young. 

14. It is crood to be resnectful. 

15. She wants to t e ll us a joke. 

16. If vou smoke in this room, we'll choke. 

17. They are to draw a ~ap of Africa. 

18. \.10 like to t ake a ni'ln "fter lunch. 

19. Theft is an act acra inst la,·,. 

J 
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20. This niec9 o f meat is raw. 

21. Bring that big baa here. 

22. Vou can't sing if you're sick. 

23. Nash your hands before you "latch the game. 

24. He went off in qr~at hast~. 

25. Don't waste your words. 

26. The qround is ~mt. 

27. She has not come yet. 

Part II: Vowels and Diphthongs 

1. The bell has gone . 

2. Did you rece i ve the hill? 

3. Who qave you a Ii ft home? 

4. TVhat's wrong I"lith your left hand? 

5. Can vou write a letter in Enalish? 

6. {'lhich one is e e t-t:er, thp. ~ormer or the latter? 

7. In Snain girls don't often "'car hats. 

8. ~he neasants built a nuwher of huts. 

q. Can you come to tho nartv toniaht? 

10. Mu1~ is a very calm boy. 

11. Din you shut tho ~oor? 

12. Did you hear the ~hot? 

13. The boys diD their toys into ,"'at"lr. 

"14. The water-w811 is very deep. 

15. The pot is full of water. 

16~ The port i s b8autifu1. 

:1 "- " 

r 
j 

-' I 
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17. He 1i veR in tbat hu.t. 

18. He hurt his arm •• ,hen he fell Clown. 

19. The nail is full of soil. 

20. He acter like a fool. 

:? 1. Thev are to get a job. 

22. This qate is usually locke~. 

23. Do you hate to ~et up early? 

24. I·Jhat is the h e i ght of that I~all? 

25. You ~ust buy an other car. 

26. The boy ki c1t(j} t h e 00Q. 

27. The <'loa is e a t j.fW 

28. ~he ~las born 1. [lc t 

29. T'7e can I t hear you. 

30. rornb your h 3.il:. 

31. T I"'ust 00 nmr. 

32. Do you J<no'" tI'e answer? 

Part III : Words with Closed and ('nen flv 11ab les 

1. I have eight birr, hut AleI'" has eighty. 

2. It Is bar luck to lose. Tt is lucky to win. 

3. Sit down, ulease. Our city is attractiv8 . 

4 . The test \~B.S difficult. The r'lifficulty was <'lue 

to lacl: of clari ty. 

Part IV: Consonant Clust2 rs 

1. The ~lin<'l blm..rs fast. 

2. The temperature is below zero. 
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3. The riv'~r flows throuah th", junc:18. 

4 . 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

o -. 
10. 

11. 

12. 

Fall follm"s summer. 

Football is a p opu.li\r snort. 

We support your tdeas. 

Can you disprove this theorv? 

Th9 oriest will diRan~rov'" of your act. 

Taye is a strong boxe r. 

~ number of students came to ~h~ ~~eting. 

Three of the~ have nassed the test. 

'rhose children are in noor healt.h. 
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A?f'FNDIX C 

1ues tionnai rc 

1?lease r0aa and ~lrite the correct information for each nuni::>er. 

1. Full name 

2. Age 

3. Sex (roa18 , fm".il.le) 

4. Section (s . S .l, s. s. 2 I •••••• ) 

5. Administrative Reqion you COJ1'<> :froM ___________ _ 

~hoa, A.A., Bale, ••• ) 

6. Your !l1other tonque (first lancruacre) - tick one (L/) inside 

the box,but if your response is • others' write the name of 

your J1'other ton~uc in t~e srace nrovioen. 

a) A~hp.ric ;--? 

b) Oromo ;--? 

c) Tigriqna 1/ 

d) others 
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