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ABSTRACT 

This thesi s is an initiative to explain the Nuer violent intra clans' conflicts in Gambell a. 

The core objectives have been put forward as to locate the main causes of prevailed 

conflicts among Jikany Nuer in Gambella. Correspondingly, under this thesis seeking 

imposed consequences and ways to reso lve confli cts in relation to Nuer way of li fe were 

being made use of. In Nuer land, such conflicts acutely shocked the life of those innocent 

minorities like women and children; di sabled and physically impaired persons and other 

related victims. 

Moreover, the circumstances of intra-clans' group conflicts among the Nuer became a 

draw back for efficient provision of government services in these particular localities. 

Those localities were over whelmed by the state of conflicts in Nuer land. Similarly, the 

Nuer intra-clans' confli cts involved major influential factors. And therefore, the thesi s 

primari ly aimed at assessing the main causes and consequences of intra-Nuer conflicts 

equally with those factors sought to have increased the state of hostilities among the Nuer 

ethnic group in Gambella. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1Background 

Conflict ranges among nations, social groups and even the wars waged in the name of national 

liberation fronts are some of the manifestations of thi s truth (Gaitung, 1990). Similarly, Horowitz. 

(1985) recorded that since the World War II different forms of conflicts have claimed more than 

ten million lives. He further noted that, even though the widely spreading conflicts are global in 

phenomenon, they are observed more in multi-etlmic countri es . Like wise, (Levine; 1974, cited in 

Bezuneh, 2004) contented that Ethiopia is a multi -ethnic state where by over eighty different 

languages are spoken with in its borders. For this reason, the Nuer ethnic group as a part of the 

system has been also experiencing variety of intra-group confl icts. 

This state of being is manifested from the fact that the N uer are predominantly agro-pastoral 

people and had all their interests fixed on their herds. They live a wondering life in search of 

water and vegetation. Such a life nurtures qualities that enable the pastoralists to survive the 

hardship and the competition for scarce resources; such as culti vation land, pasture and grazing. 

And therefore, courage and skill in fi ghting are highly esteemed. Accordingly, one's status in a 

Nuer community is determined by the number of cattle he owns. Other than providing the means 

of lively hood, cattle is the sole means through which the Nuer pay dowry to get wives and also. to 

make other payments. In a society where cattle play such vita l roles the desire to acquire more 01' 

them becomes an overriding concern (Shumet, 1986). 

Evans-Pritchard (1940) remarked that, the Nuer fight on sli ght provocation and most willingly and 

frequently when a cow is at stake. This implies that, the economic and social value attached to 

owning cattle greatly influences the Nuer relationships among each others and also towards their 

neighbors. Further, the desire for the possession of catt le led the Nuer to Wage frequent warfare 

against neighboring people and it was also a source of strife among them se lves. Further more, the 

Nuer com munity regards cattle stealing as laudable ; justifYing that, it gives ri se to a chain of 

stealing and counter-stealing often leading to bloody conflicts even among members of the same 



clan. Evans-Pritchard also continued by reveali ng that unsettl ed debts, no matter how old are 

claimed by the descendants of the creditors who in most instances take the law in to their own 

hands and drive away with their claim. 

1.2 Description of the Study Area 

li kany Nuer in other wards eastern Nuer, like other indigenous inhab itants of Gambella both li ve 

both in Sudan and Ethiopia, sharing three major tri bal categories on kin system basis. The Nuer 

tri ba l categories include the Gaajiok, Gaaguang and Gaajak tri bes. There fore, thi s study is limited 

to Gaajiok, Gaaguang and Gaajak Nuer in Gambell a. 

Generally, the administrative system follows the tribal pattern with centers in each tribal area, and 

in some cases in each primary segment of a tri be. Nuer are agro-pastorali sts that combine cattle 

keep ing with cul tivati on of crops. During the rainy season roughly fro m May to November but, 

varyi ng from year to year, they occupy higher ground which is better drained and comparatively 

free from flood (Howell , 19970). 

According to (CSA, 1994) census, the total population ofNuer in Gambella was 64, 473, res idents 

that makes 40 percents and holds the lion share of the regiona l total population. Moreover the 

recent population projection would be 90600 effective as of lul l' 1, 2007 according to statistical 

abstract 2006, in which Akobo District holds a tota l population of 33,530 in an estimated area of 

3,830.47 sq. km and in a similar maruler, the l ikow District with 57,070 total populati on of' 

residents in an area of 2,792.82 sq. km. This populat ion esti mate excludes the N uer communi ties 

li ving in other districts in a mixture form with other Ethn ic groups of the Gambe ll a regional state. 

1.3 Statement of the Problem 

To cite a few of the recorded cases of conflict among the Nuer so far according to Shumet ( 1986). 

two men were ki lled in September 1950 in a fight between the Nuer li ving on the border between 

Akobo and likow districts . In 1952 a clash between the Nuer in Lare Di strict left six dead and 

sixteen wounded and the Nuer of Lare District ki ll ed fi ve men fro m their neighboring village that 

same year. A fight over land in Lare Distri ct in 1956 claimed the li ves of thirteen men and twenty 

two mcn were wounded. Five men were kill ed in a fight over a girl in the same Distr ict in 1957. 

2 



Similarly, in the year 1956 the Ciengwaw and Ciengchany clans in Koatgar village in Nyinenyang 

District were frequently fighting over the land. And in January 7, 1960 the chief of Ciengchany 

clan forwarded a complaint to the government authorities that, hi s adversaries, the Cieng Waw 

clan were selling thei r cattle to Sudan in order to buy anTIS w ith in the aim of maintaining the ir 

supremacy in the conflict against his men (Shumet, 1986). 

In 1960, a fight between the Nuer chief of Wanthoar Distri ct and the Nuer ch ief of Koatgar village 

in Jikow Distri ct resu lted in the death of six men and the wound ing of twelve. A simi lar incident 

was reported three years later. Sixty-two men were killed and ninety one wounded in a big fight 

over land between the Nuer chiefs in Jikow District in 1965. And in 1977 a report by local officials 

mentioned feuds between members of thirteen clans in the villages of kotgoar, Teluth and Jikow 

(Shumet, 1986) . 

Therefore, from September 1950 to 1977 one can see that, di sputes among the Nuer clans claimed 

over 99 (ninety nine) li ves and left over 141 (one hundred and forty one) fighters wo unded in the 

past. Correspondingly, right after the fall of the military regime in 199 1 to present, Nuer land has 

been exposed to consistent inter-group conflicts. The major ones are : Gaaj iok against Gaaguang; 

Gaaguang in oppositi on to each others; Gaaguang versus Gaajak; and Gaajak against one another. 

Thus, the losses of human capital, material properties, and even the psychological anxiety of mind 

are considered to have been rampant as compared to that of 1950s and 1980s. This might have 

been to the fact that, the era of 1980s to present is being remarked by increasing modernization 

within the Nuer soc iety. Generall y, that might have facilitated eas ier acquisition of modern 

automatic weapons which in other cases might have increased the complexity of the sources of 

conflicts among the Nuer communities. Therefore, the thesis has been des igned to have explored 

the foll owing questions: 

I. What were the major causes of conflicts among the Nuer clans in Gambella? 

2. What were the consequences imposed by conflicts on the li velihood of the Nuer 

clans in Gambella? 

3. What were the ex ternal factors responsible for the aggravation of conflicts among 

the Nuer clans in Gambella? 

4. What were the traditional mechanisms used for intra-clan's conflicts reso lution 

among the )\uer in Gambella? 
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1.4 Objectives ofthe Study 

The core objective of thi s thesis IS therefore, to assess the root causes and findi ng out the 

consequences of the ex isting hostilities within the Jikany Nuer communities in Gambe ll a: where 

by the specific objectives of the study were the fo llowing: 

.:. To critically assess and analyze the major causes of intra- disputes among the Nuer 

clans in Gambella . 

• :. To analyze the effects of conflicts on the basis of economic and soc ial life of the Nuer 

groups in Gambella . 

• :. To criti cally asses the major influential factors for the escalation of Nuer clans' 

di sputes in Gambella . 

• :. To assess traditional conflict resolution mechanisms among the Nuer clans in 

Gambella; and suggest possible recommendations. 

1.5 Selection of the Research Site 

This research study was conducted in the Nuer land 111 Gambella region. The selection of the 

research site has been initiated by the researcher on the basis of convenience that. the researcher is 

one of the concerned ethnic identities. For thi s reason, considering the missing link of the Nuer 

clans' violent issue under academic discourse, the researcher has therefore developed courage and 

initiative to under take the research in Nuer conflict. 

1.6 Methodology of the Study 

The researcher explored and critically analyzed the tribal conflicts among the Nuer ethnic groups. 

Upon dealing with the problem, both primary and secondary data have been made use of. In order 

to find out the roo t causes of Nuer confli cts, seven focus group di scussions compri sing 420 

participants have been conducted with those communities in focus. In similar manner, 15 

participants were drawn from elder group's representatives and another 15 from youth group's 

representati ves among a ll conflicting clans . Correspondingly, seven cases of conflict s exploring 

major clans' conflicts have been produced. In addition to, interviews aiming at the assessment of 

measures that have been put forward by the concerned local governments were assumed wi th 8 

executi ves in four districts of Nuer communities . Data were also co llected from governmcnt 

institutions, public libraries, churches and concerned non-governmental organizations. 
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1. 7 Scope of the Study 

This research study has been conducted in fo ur Districts of the Nuer zone: Lare, likow, Wanthoar 

and Akobo Districts. The paper addressed the root causes of intra-clans' group conflicts among the 

Jikany Nuer tribes in Gambella. Specifically, the tribal conflicts between: (1) Gaaj iok tribe 

opposed to Gaaguang tribe . (2) Gaaguang tribe in opposition to one another; which includes 

Ciengnyingier clan against Nyang clan. (3) Gaaguang tribe opposed to Gaajak tribe. putting 

forwards the case of Yang clan of Gaaguang tribe against Ciengkhan primary sect ion of Gaajak 

tribe. (4) Gaajak tribe opposed to one another which consists of: Ciengnyajani clan versus Cieng 

Waw clan; Thiang clan opposed to Ciengchany clan; Thiang clan against Ciengnyajani clan; and 

Thiang clan in opposition to Ciengreng clan. 

1.8 Limitations of the Study 

Despite the fact that, the researcher had not faced any difficulty in language and cul ture to have 

obtained up to date information, however, as it has been stated earlier that, confl icts among the 

Nuel' have never been studied academically so far. Therefore, it clearly indicates that there has 

been a shortage of related literature rev iew in a printed pattern concerning the issue. Sim ilarl y. the 

issue under study is wider in vo lume; as a result the shortage of enough time was a constraint to 

this study. 

1.9 Significance of the Study 

So long so far, Nuer communities have been known for their intra-clan violent in Nuer land. 

However, the confli ct phenomenon has never been brought to academic scene for systemat ic 

study. More over, there has been a huge loss of physical and human resources; loosened soc io­

economic ties of the communities; the growth of mistrust and hostility that has over shadowed the 

spi rit of unity and at the same ti me has undermined the over all scope of deve lopment in the Nuer 

land. Therefore, thi s research will be reference to academicians, non-governmental organi zations, 

civic societies, government sectors and the community at large. 
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1.10 Organization of the Study 

The thesis is organized in four chapters : the first chapter is introductory part; address ing 

back ground of the study, statements of the problem, objectives of the study, research 

methodology and the related issues of the topic under study. The second chapter represents review 

of the related li teratures. The third chapter consists of historical back ground; the profile of 

Gambella and the over view of the Nuer Livelihood in Gam bella. Equally the fOUlth chapter is 

concerned with the conflict cases discussions and analysis. And the fifth chapter represents 

conclusions and recommendations to resolve Nuer disputes in Gambella. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

REVIEW OF THE RELATED LITERATURE 

2.1 Theoretica l Concepts of Conflict 

Over centuries conflict has been studied by several scholars, but more systematic study has been 

poss ible only in the twentieth centuries. Thus, theoretical controversies over conflict and its 

resoluti on took several years of study. Accord ing to (Dejene, 2002), conflict is considered as bas ic 

as cu lture in soc iety, when it is possibly controlled and utilized for better cultural development and 

maintenance of social order. 

Accordingly, the author refers conflict as a part of social life and in some instances actors learn 

from their mistakes in the course of maintain ing stability among soc ieties. Similarly. in the wo rds 

of Burton, (quoted by Cunningham, 1998), what ever the definition we have of conflict. where 

ever we draw the line, right down to family vio lence, we are referring to norms and to authorities. 

Confli ct is due to an assertion of individuali sm, it is a frustration based complaint against lack of 

opportunities for development and against lack of recognition and identity. Whether the vio lence 

conflict has origins in class, status, ethnicity, sex, religion or nationali sm we are dealing wi th the 

same Issue. 

2.2 Sources of Conflict 

In the realization of the story of confl ict, controversies among scholars rely on whe ther 

aggress iveness is an inborn human quality or a reacti on to socio-economic and politica l facto rs. 

According to genetic theoretical approach, the source of aggress iveness is deeply rooted in human 

instinct and the origi n of interpersonal and intra-group violence tresses to biologicall y dete rmi ned 

facto rs (Gallung; 1996; Jeong, 2000). Schellenberg (1996) accordingly, such an approach is an 

individuali stic characteristic theory that focuses on individual and hi s acts, rather than the con tex t 

of the act. Moreover, (Dejene, 2002) states that, this view of conflict has its root in the work of 

Freud, who believes that violence is rooted in human basic nature as animals. Human connict is 
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inev itable not because it is part of social life, but for it is a biologica l fact lying in us all. 
Eventually, they linked the state of hostilities and war to inherently violent human genes. 

As far as, the genetic perspective is concerned, violent behavi or is geneti cally programmed into 
human nature. It concentrated on remarking insensib le human urges, iIUlate hidden and dri ves for 
vio lent behaviors. More to the point, it demonstrated that violent is expressed spontaneously and it 
is independent of learning. For this school of thought, innate latent aggressive tendency leads to 
seeking out lets in intra- group violence. 

However, the idea that hosti lity and conflict are in born human qua lities has been disregarded by 
those opponents who deem that, social experience has a dominant impact on individual's behavior, 
and that cooperation is common in social relations. They keen that human behavior is socia ll y 
learned and warfare is largely unknown in some societies. 

Accordingly, there are peaceful societies fore instance, the Buid, the Semai, and the Xi ngu 
respect ively. Similarly, there are several hunters and gatherers societies in Africa which are said to 
be relat i vely peaceful. Further, a given soc iety or individual person could be peaceful and/or 
violent a cross time and circumstances. Thus, Anthropologists disprove biologicall y based 
ex planation of the sources of conflict and show its inadequacy (Gibson, 1990; referred to by 
Dejene, 2002). 

Some opponents of genetic theory suggest that, the point of view about instincti ve onglI1S of 
vio lence ignored problems rooted in organization and development of society. Human behavior 
has profound social roots, according to human need theoreticians, politics, economics , ideology 
and military structures have impact on human in teraction. Moreover, they argue that 
unsympatheti c relationships among classes, nations and states do not ari se simply fro m a deep 
individual psychological envirorullent but, from social interaction of groups (Bezuneh, 2004). 

As, of relative deprivation perspective, contradictory allocation of benefi ts combined with 
di ffe rentia l economic performance however, generate further anger and emoti onal frustration. In 
addition to, uneven di stribution of wealth and power tends to generate feelings of a growing gap 
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between immateriali zed expectations and perceptions. The discrepancy is anti cipated and actual 

need satisfaction may generate conflict (Jeong, 2000). 

Other contending theory of conflict is the identity formation theory, which involves two 

controversial approaches, namely the primordial theory that explai ns the process of group identity 

and the constructivist theory that deals with the forces dri ving the need for identity . 

In primordial theory, a group is turned in to natural community by the common bonds shared by 

the group members. Individuals belong to a group, through primordial ties of blood, Kinship, 

language, and customs. Accordingly, primordial paradigm argues that, common hi story, traditions, 

language, race, color, beliefs and values are the attri butes that dist ingui sh one group from others. 

Besides, hi stori cal continuity is maintained through shared culture transmitted over generations 

(Ghai, 2000). 

In addition to (Weinberg, 1991 , cited in Bezuneh, 2004) states that in the view of primordial, 

violent confli ct may arise due to competition over scarce resources such as land and water 

especially in regions where resources are not able to support the population. Efforts to control 

fertil e cropland, forests and water create conditions for conflict. Heightened ethnic group tensions 

can ri se from social stress following environmental degradat ion. Political asymmetry aggravates 

economic marginali zati on caused by declining resource basis. 

Constructive theory on the other hand , regarded identity as manu fac tured rather than given. It 

argues that, identity emerges from dialect between simi larity and difference in group interacti on. 

Identity is produced and reproduced by social process and this theory does not consider ethnic 

identity fixed as suggested by primordial theoreticians. Ethnicity can be regarded as a cleavage 

spl itting groups between 'us' and ' them' in a poli ticized sett ing (Jenkins, 1997; Anderson, 1993; 

Referred to by Bezuneh, 2004). 

According to constructive theory, moti vational forces behind the mobili zati on of ethnic groups can 

be used to promote individual or collecti ve interest in their struggle for power. Competi ng 

traditional elites use ethnicity as a too l to mobilize popular support. Ethnic catego ries can al so be 
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manipulated to maintain the power of dominant group, and justifY discrimination against other 

groups in conferring opportu ni ties to monopolize the scarce resources (Bezuneh, 2004). 

The understanding of dispute in the words of (Roberchek, 1990)," requires putting the brute 

material facts in to cu ltural and social contexts attempting first, to comprehend how the situation 

was conceptuali zed and defined by the people invo lved." 

"Why local groups of some cultures are internally more peacefu l than others in relation to socia l 

structure with reference to their residential pattern, decent system and marriage rules? Oi ffe rent 

scholars examined the phenomenon and di splayed their findin gs as fo llows : 

Accordingly, (Velzen and Wetering 1960, cited in Oejene, 2002), fi rst developed the fraterna l 

interest group theory which is a power group that constitutes related males residing close together. 

They noted that, when ever the interest of one of these group members is threatened , sllch a group 

responds aggressively. In view of fraterna l group theory, conflicts in soc ieties with power groups 

are more often and peaceful conflict resolution is hardly attained because actors wou ld posses 

group support. Like wise, in cons ideration of the Nuer clan's conflicts in Gambella, the so-call ed 

Bunamni (men groups) which are made up of groups of the same clan, are the key facilitators in 

confl ict situations. 

2.3 Classification of Causes of Conflict 

Scholars have class ified conflict into fac tors, such as structural facto rs and accelerating or 

triggering factors. 

Structural factors encompass broad aspects like, economics and socia l di rections. It incorporates 

lack of good governance, unequal di stribution of wealth (Regunamu, 200 1; cited in Alem, 2004). 

Accord ing to (Wenden, 1995) structural violence mostly works slowly in eroding human val ues 

and shortening cordial relati onshi ps estab li shed in societal structure. 

Several political sc ienti sts argue that, the cause of violence in society depend signifi cantly on 

group pol itics and ideology. With regards to thi s, intra- group compari sons may lead to 
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competi ti on. Similarly, the process of economic development; the advance of industria li zati on and 

the introduction of new technologies enforce a wide variety of profound social e ffec ts like 

migration, urbanization, and undermine traditional and pol itical inst itutions. It could ra ise 

awareness on economic and political expectations; if expectations are not met, it may result in 

instabil ity and soc ial disorder. Concerning discriminatory economic systems li ke unequal 

economic opportunities, unequal access to resources (such as land and cap ital). vast differences in 

standards of li vi ng, are signs of unfair and illegitimate economic systems (Brown. 1996: quoted by 

Bezuneh, 2004). 

Economic related problems. discriminatOlY economic systems, and the trial and tribulations of 

economic deve lopment and modernization according to (Zartman, 199 1; quoted in Bezuneh, 

2004), are the three broad economics and social factors of internal conflict. Further he argucs that, 

to exist in semi-permanent state of economic shambles, economic free-fall. unempl oyment ; 

inflation and scarce resource competition contribute to societal frustrations, tensions and conflicts. 

Confli cts could be driven by economic scarcity and sharp competition for resources . Bes ides, it 

may also arise fro m soc io-economic imbalance, poverty, under employment and the denial of bas ic 

needs. 

Accelerating or tri ggeri ng factors encompass events that bring underlying tensions to the fo refront 

and cause the situation to esca late. These include sharp economic shocks, co ll apse of central 

authori ty, external outlets and weapon proliferation (Gal tung, 1996). 

2.4 Consequences of Conflict 

Individual s as members of ident ity grou ps will stri ve for their needs wi th in their environment. If 

they are prevented from securi ng those needs by elites; other identity groups; institutions or other 

form of authority there wi ll inevi tably be confl ict. More over, the effects of conflicts are certainly 

faced by those in confl ict. 

According to (Subow, 2007), conflict increases the flow of small arms to the one in conn ict. 

Additionally, (Markaki s, 1987, 1990, 1994), points out that the state of conflict imposes 

devastating effects on those involved individuals and some of the major effects of a violent 
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conflict usuall y result in deaths; destructions; drai n on resources; displacement of clans; increased 

probability of future conflict and the forcefu l territorial changes. In hi s intensive work on 

pastoralists' conflict case between the Ngok Dinka tribal section and the Arab Hemr tribal group in 

Sudan (Markakis, 1986; 1990; 1994) contends that, confl ict inflects grievous damages on the 

livelihoods of past ora list communities. Proper li fe ceases and people survive like wild creatures in 

the bush. Similarly, conflict adverse ly affects tribal cohesion and in similar manner, it underm ines 

the function of traditional authorities. 

2.5 Mechanisms of Conflict Resolution 

Scholars agreed on the poi nt that, in every soc iety there exist mechanisms of di spute settl ement. 

Conflict avoidance is not conflict resolution; there is a distinction between confli ct reso lution. 

conflict management and settl ement. Confli ct management is "by alternative di spute resolution 

skills" and can confine or li mit conflict. Conflict settlement is by authoritative and lega l process 

and can be imposed by eli tes. By contrast; conflict resolution means terminating conflict by 

methods that are analyti cal and that get to the root of the problem. Further; it is a permanent 

solution to problem (Burton, 199 1, cited in Cunningham 1988). 

Mediation is an assisted negotiation ; the intervention of a th ird party is necessitated when 

traditional parties in di spute face chall enges in resolving conflict on their own. Howeve r. the ro le 

of third party in thi s process is not making decision but, facilitating the negot iation (Dejene. 2002). 

2.6 Traditional Mechanisms of Enforcing Decisions in Conflict Reso lution 

In trad itiona l societies, varieties of institutions and personnel function as agents to resolve conflict. 

However, scholars argue that traditional agents lack coercive force to support their dec isions. 

Simi larly, settling di spute with in tradit ional insti tutions is hardly encouraged by authoriti es. 

Nevertheless, traditional agents of conflict reso lution impose sanctions 011 the verdi ct. Sancti ons 

are being classifi ed in to secul ar and sacred or supernatu ral. Accord ingly, both the sac red and the 

secular sanctions are effecti vely employed in different traditional societ ies. The Meta or 

Cameroon fo re stance, execute fellow villagers, Kinsmen and fri ends for thei r wrong doings. 

Among the Montenegrins, trouble some member of a community is iso lated and even executed 

(Pospisil etal., 1967; referred to by Dejene, 2002). 
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In his writing on the Yagoka "the high court of the Gurage in south west Ethiopia, (Shack. 1966. 

ci ted in Dejene, 2002) explained that, the agents of traditional conflict resolution use social 

sanctions like ridicule; opprobrium ; ostracizing and super natal sanctions as enforcing 

mechanisms. In the same marmer, the decision of assemblies is enforced by excluding the 

offender from "nega Borana" (peace of the Borana). It is an action practically the same as 

excluding such person from community cooperation, wh ich is in tolerable among the BOI·ana. 

Similar cu lture is applicable in Sidama of South West Ethiopia. Sidama Elders enforce decisions 

by ostracizing a person who refuses to accept a verdict. It goes to the extent of total exc lusion of 

the person from all social and ritual contact (Bassi, 1992; 1954, Hamer, 1972; referred to by 

Dejene, 2002). Cursing is the severest sancti on among the Nuer in Sudan; more over; an earth 

custodian uses leopard skin for spiritual power to curse as an enforcing mechanism to rcso lve 

conflict among the Nuer (Evans-Pritchard, 1940), 

2.7 The Role of Rituals in Peace Making 

Scholars agreed that, dispute processing involves rituals and in the same manner, rituals embrace 

the power of reinforcing collective sentiment and fonning group cohesion. Further, ritua ls play a 

great role in aiding the survival of the larger system, Si milarly, (citing Seymour in smith, 1986. 

and Gluck Man in Lewellen, 1983), Dejene, (2002) revea led their opinions as that ; ritual s are not 

simple means of expressing feelings but, symbols that emphasize superiority of the system o\'er 

individuals. More over, ritual s are acts beli eved to maintain the existing situation or accompli sh 

specified end. 

Similarly, in her writing on Gondaro ritual s of conflict resolution in Wolayta , (Tsehay, 1992. citcd 

in Dejene, 2002) interpreted the symbolic meaning of rituals as rebirth of local people together 

with their enemies. Likewise, (Abera, 1998, referred to by Dejene, 2002) recorded that, in Oromo 

while homicide is compensated, a ram is slaughtered in which the actors wash their mouths with 

its blood to signi fy successful settlements of the feud 

The chapter has addressed theoretical frame works of conflict, general conceptualization and how 

conflict was perceived by different researchers through out its study. Source of Confli cts ha ve al so 
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been highl ighted by scholars through critica l assessment of; whether the violent act is an inborn 

human nature or socially learned . In spite of thei r commitments to attain a uni versal conclusion of 

their study, however, they hardl y agreed on uni versal approach of conflict. Authors too , tri ed to 

forward devastating effects usually inflicted on vict imized communiti es due to the present of 

connic!. Eventually, scholars tried to communicate that, conflict is an inevitable phenomenon in 

human life but, it is more importantly resolved through employing various approaches. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

AN OVER VIEW OF THE LIVELIHOOD OF THE NUER AND 

THE PROFILE OF GAMBELLA 

3.1 Overview of the livelihood of the NOel" 

3.1.1 T he Nue .. Regions 

The Nuer ethni c group is one of the major Nilotic families geographically located at the north 

eastern corner of South Sudan to south west Ethiopia. Naath IN uerl are divided into a number of 

tribes. Tribe is the largest group which has the real sense of corporate unity. Each tribe is fUl1her 

divided into segments and sub-segments Iclans and sub-clansl each occupying a common name 

(E.E, Evans-Pritchard, 1951 ; Howell, 970). 

The authors also noted that, depending on their geographi cal sett lements Naath are 

admini stratively di vided in to three Districts: Western Nuer District, locally known as IJikuec 

Ciengl includes the Bul, Leek, Jikany-cieng, Jagey, Dok (and Hak) and Nuong (and Our) tribes, 

with its head quarters at Bentiw; on the Balu· el Ghazal. 

Central Nuer District IIidaar-ciengi which includes the Lak, Th iang, Gawaar and Low tribes, with 

its head quarters at Pangak on the Bahr el zeraf: And the Eastern Nuer Distri ct IJikanyl consists of 

Gaaj iok, Gaajak and Gaaguang tribes with its head quarters at Nasir on the ri ver Sobat. 

15 

\ 



Figure 3.1 map of Nuer Regions in Cieng Tang/ Cieng Nath in Southern Sudan 

''< ut:, r{egions 

._~IOO ". 

3.1.2 Marriage, Kin, and Generational Continuities among the Nuer 

In a traditional soc iety, fami ly institutions are key pmts of governance arrangements alllong 

individuals in society. It is in the process of family formation that kin ships and cross-cutting 

all iances are formed. Ind ividuals must develop their own methods of: resolving conflicts among 

individuals in soc iety; punishing those who do not behave according to the rules genera lly 

accepted in a society and developing ways of insuring commitments to the long-term arrangements 

necessary for productive undertakings. The family is one of the major institutional arrangements 

used by the Nuer to achieve these objectives (Duany, 1992). 

~ 
The majority of legal disputes ,,:hich are brought before a Nuer court also includes: marriage 

relationship; matters arising out of marriage; claims to a share in bride wealth cattle or a return of 

bride wealth cattle when the marriage is dissolved (Howell , 1970). 
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3.1.2.1 Formation of marriage among the Nuer 

Marriage is conceptualized as a re-arrangement of social structure. Social structure is any 

arrangement of persons in institutionalized relationships (Redciiff-Brown, 1951, referred to by 

Duany, 1992). As a result of marriage certain existing relationships are changed. New soc ial 

relations are created between the husband and the wife, between the wife and the husband' s 

relatives and also, between the relatives of the husband and those of the wife. All of whom have an 

interest in the marriage and in the children that are expected to result from it. Marriages, like birth, 

deaths, or initiations at puberty are structural arrangements that are constantly recurring in human 

societies . They are movements of the continuing social process regulated by rules and custom 

(Duany, 1992). 

In Nucr beliefs, the institution of marriage is "ordained" by God. Man and woman are joined to 

gather to establish Cieng, human family for the main purpose of Dieth, reproduction of human 

kind to glorifY the creator. "Sexual activities are from their earliest manifestations given the 

approval of cultural values. They are from the beginning associated with marriage. It is the chief 

ambition of a youth to marry and have his/her gQ! (home). When a Nuer speaks of marriage, he 

means a home. Having a home of hi/her own symbolize success and responsibility (Evans­

Pritchard, 1951). 

3.1.2.2 The Processes of Lawful Marriage among the Nuer 

In a modern state system , a marriage is lawful only if it is registered and licensed by the state. In a 

traditional society a lawfu l marriage by which children who will be born are given " legitimate" 

status in the society requires a series of transactions and formalit ies in which the sets of kin, (those 

of the husband and those of the wife) are involved. The making of bride wealth, payment to the 

bride ' s family is an essential part of the establishment of the lawfulness of marriage (Duany. 

1992). 

Matrimony among the Nuer is brought about by payment of bride wealth and observation of 

procedures. In a society where individuality of the persons seeking attacimlents is strong. the 

marriage procedure begins when the yo ung man and girl concerned give their consent to the 

marriage. Grounding a marriage in the consent of both parties is considered a requirement for its 
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success. The second step is the process of negotiation and payment of bride wealth cattle by the 

groom 's family to bride's kin . Once the catt le negations are concluded and ce rtai n ceremonies 

have been performed, the marri age process is considered completed (Howell , 1970; Duany, 1992) 

3.1.2.3 Bride Wealth Negotiation, Payment and the Process of Bride Wealth 

Cattle Distribution amon g the Nuer 

Young are free to choose their own spouses so long as they avoid certain categories of Ki n. Those 

categories of kin establish the rules of incest. The initiation of a marri age entail s a number 01" 

different transactions in which cattl e, sheep, goats, and other items are transferred from the 

groom's to the bride's fami ly (Evans-Pri tchard, 1940, Kelly 1985, Cited in Duany, 1992). 

Bride wealth negotiations are thus concerned with determining the precise number and ki nd 0 1" 

cattle to be transferred. It is usuall y administered by taking in to account the customary clai ms and 

expectation of the bride' s kin , on one hand, and the economic circumstances of the groom's famil y 

on the other (Duany, 1992, Kok, 1989, Kell y, 1985, Evans-Pri tchard, 195 1). 

The typical number of bride wealth cattle offered in Nuer marriage varied over years in response to 

recurring wars, cattle epidemics, fl oods, and famines as well as structural transformati ons in the 

market as whole . According to (Evans-Pritchard, 195 1) the usual pay is 20 to 30 head of cattl e. 

The most interesting thing is that these cattl e are being contributed by the Kinsmen of the bride 

groom. 

The process of distributing the bri de wealth catt le among the bride's kin is mainly the 

responsibility of the father of the girl. He apportions the cattle according to the predetermined 

rules. Cattle are the most val uable assets Nuer own. The distribution of bri de wealth cattl e is an 

important means of maintaining ti es of kinshi p. 

Distribution is organ ized according to the principles (I ) equality in distribution o f bride wealth 

cattle and (2) fi xed apportionment to appropriate persons of ri ght. There is equal division of the 

bride wealth payment between the bride ' s paternal ki nsmen (including her father) and her maternal 

Kinsmen (includi ng her mother). The second rule is that the cattle are di stributed in fi xed 
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proportion between three groups. These groups are the bride's immediate family, her father" s 

family, and her mother's family (Duany, 1992). 

3.1.2.4 The Nuer Quest for Alliances 

Marriage alliances reduce the incidence of feuding between clans and lineages in Nuer soc iety. 

They generate trust and confidence between disparate people so that they can carry out mutu al I y 

beneficial relationships between themselves. The relationships among networks of people bound 

by patterns of reciprocity constrain and gu ide the choices that individuals make. They place the 

limits on the capacity of each member to decide independently in order to coordinate key tasks 

with in the alliances aimed at mutual interests (Duany, 1992). 

Resources for cattle are scarce and widely scattered, and neighboring groups have to share thesc 

resources. Nuer as Pastoralists move about to take advantage of the sparse seasonal rainfall and in 

their ways they necessaril y pass through each other's grazing zones. Threats of non cooperation or 

hostility can result in the breakdown of the patterns of this movements upon which all depend. 

3.1.2.5 Sexual intercourse with unmarried Girl 

The seduction of a young gi rl (NyaI) is considered a wrong. Nuer will say it is a great offense. 

Usually girl's kinsmen wage offensive attacks on person who have committed such a cri me and it 

may also lead to death . What Nuer mean of great wrong done over the girl is that they consider a 

girl who gains the reputation of offering her self indiscriminately to any man wil l not be 

approached with genuine offers of marriage. She will be a bitch. Such a girl , once she has gained 

an unsavory reputation, may have to wait for a long time for marriage and she wi ll be mercl y 

ulUllarriageable girl beyond the age at which girls are usually expected to marry. Her parents are 

likely to ask fewer cattle for her than is usual. Therefore, illicit sexual intercourse with unmarried 

girl is a wrong it self, but it is the effects that public knowledge of her wantonness will have on her 

reputation which are regarded as importan t (Howell , 1970). 

3.1.2.6 Divorce Laws among the Nuer 

Divorce involves no public ceremonies or ritual , but only the return of bride weal th cattlc. with 

various deductions in respect of rights received and in the case of ch ildren, ri ghts retained by the 

husband. A distinction must be made between active divorce in which both parties are living at thc 
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time of the proceedings, and di ssolution of marri age whi ch some times follows the death of wi i'e. 

though not the death of the husband. There is no di stincti on in terminology. Both situations arc 

Dnk Kuen the breaking of marriage, and the same gcneral principles apply, but the detail s vary 

(Howell, 1970; Duany, 1992). 

The death of wife is usually considered to give the husband some ri ght to claim the return of hi s 

cattle, although he will not always exercise that right. It wi ll depend on a variety of circumstances. 

If the union has lasted a long time and the husband is on good terms with hi s wife's family he may 

not bother his x-in-Iaws, though he wi ll usuall y demand return of the bride wealth cattle if she had 

born him no children at all. Her famil y will not necessarily dispute the case and often whi sh to 

assist him. The birth of one or two children will alter the situation substantially. The father will 

in any case leave sufficient cattle to retain legal parent hood over them (Howell , 1970, Duany. 

1992). 

Marriage relationship is maintained by a complex system of reciprocal ob ligations, duti es, and 

conventional patterns of behavior. In cOlmection with the actual relationship of the couple as 

individuals, however, there are errors breaches of good behavior or of recogni 7.ed ri ghts wi1i ch the 

Nuer wi ll quote as the usual causes of divorce (Howell , 1970; Evans-Pritchard, 195 1). 

For such grounds pertaining to husband are:(I) Barrenness, if his wife fail s to produce children at 

all, a di vorce wi ll usually be demanded by the husband, and all the cattle w ill be returned to him . 

(1I) Nagging and Grumbling, a Nuer may institute a di vorce against hi s wife if she is an un pleasan t 

character and wearies him with her continual grum bli ng, especially, if in a polygamous household. 

she fail s to get on with her co-wives or with her husband's fema le relatives. (1IJ) Laziness, a Nuer 

has domestic and economic ri ghts in hi s wife , and he may call for a di vorce if she is lazy in 

rlIlming of her household affairs. (IV) Adu/teIY, a Nuer man usuall y institute a divorce if he 

discovers that hi s wife has committed an adultelY. (V) Desertion, if a wife runs a way to li ve with 

another man, her husband is more like ly to seek a di vorce and the return of hi s cattl e, although he 

may ignore the loss of her physical assets if she has borne sufficien t children to hi s name (Evans­

Pritchard , 1951; Howell , 1970). 
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Similarl y, the grounds for a divorce in the parts of wife are: (1) impotence or sterility of'the 

Husband, A wo man may divorce her husband if she bears no child ren and it is known that her 

husband , a man of virile years, is impotent. (ii) Stinginess, the husband may resent hi s wife 's 

hospi tali ty to her frie nds and neighbors and meanness of thi s sort is considered particul arl y 

reprehensible by the Nuer. (iii) Failure to support the wife , if the husband fa il s to fulfi ll his 

economic activities to wards his wife and children; if he is too lazy to cultivate, too lazy or weak to 

hunt or fi sh, or too poor in cattle to provide sufficient mi lk; her famil y may seek a divorce. (IV) 

III-treatment; a wo man may demand a divorce and receive the support of her fami ly if her husband 

persistent ly ill -treats her (Howell , 1970; Duany, 1992) . 

3.1.2.7 The Structure of N uer Village 

A Nuer village is organized on the basis of segmental lineage system in which there is a diet 

(domi nant) clan to furni sh a maar (Kinship) frame work on which pol itical aggregations is buil t. 

The largest poli tical and territorial body is made up of a vi ll age (cieng). Each vi llage is composed 

of homesteads consisting of a cattle byre (Luak) and houses. Each homestead may contain a 

simple fami ly group or a polygamous house hold. 

The vi llage is fu rther di vided into hamlets which consist of a group of homesteads and the garde ns 

and grazing land surrounding it. The name of each ham let is derived whether from a local land 

mark or from the name of a senior kinsman living there. A hamlet is genera lly occupied by close 

kinsmen often brothers, and their house holds. This ki nd of group is considered a joint famil y 

(Duany, 1992; Evans-Pritchard \ 940). 

The way vill agers think of their way of life is reflected in the po litica l structure of a village the 

Nuer love of autonomy and individual responsibility has a great impact on the des ign of the village 

administrative structure. Every village maintains a council of elders made up of househo ld heads 

who are responsible for the normal running of villages. Elders decide when seasonal moves are to 

be made and where cattle camps are to be formed, negoti ate marriage contacts , advice on the 

question of exogamy. perform ritual of sacrifice, and assist in the estab lishment of covenantal 

relati onships. Dec isions are made by consensus among counci l members often after long debate 

(Duany, 1992). 
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Vi llagers do not rely only on their own territory to meet their needs wh ile people try to do so, they 

can not due to the differential in endowments of resources, the uncertainty of rainfall. and the ri sks 

of flood and so on. Thus, people have to conduct transactions beyond their vill age borders to meet 

those needs that they can not sati sfY locally. Many lineages and villages expand thei r territOlY and 

their population at the expense of neighbors (1al , 1987; Duany, 1992). 

3.1.2.8 Traditional Conflict Resolntion Mechanisms; Feuding Obligation and 

Rules among the Nner 

Conflict occurs in all human societies, what differs is its degree and how people deal with it. 

Mechanisms for resolving conflict enable a society to maintain its cohesion. Its viability depends 

upon effecti ve methods of conflict reso lution. Constant disputes will breakdown a society if there 

is no way to handle them. Because a soc iety needs a considerable measure of peace an order in 

order to be able to develop its resources. Social groups with along hi story such as the Nuer must 

have effective ways of resolving conflict. Therefore, an wlderstanding of how the Nuer reso lves 

their di sputes will provide an insight in to how traditional pol itical system works to govern their 

villages (Duany, 1992; Howel l; 1970). 

Before, looking into the mechanism for conflict resolution among the Nuer society, it is important 

to address some of the major sources for confl icts among The Nuer. 

Feuding (tcr) arises when a person has been killed , but no compensation has been paid by the 

killer and hi s or her kin . The kinsmen of the victim avenge themselves by killing a member of the 

killer's family or lineage if compensation on cattle was not made. According to (Evans-Pri tchard, 

1940, Middleton and Teit, 1970; referred to by Duany, 1992), feuding is subject to law and the 

rules stipulated circumstances in which vengeance might properly be taken , included (1) when a 

close relative had been ki lled , (2) when a woman had been killed, (3) When there had been a 

transverse kill ing. A transverse killing was a killing that occurred in the context of intcr-c lan 

confl ict where the enforcement of compensation was impossible. 

Further more, they noticed that feuding had to be accepted in principle by a community, at least in 

the initial stages. If members of a community did not sanction a blood vengeance , it was vi rtua ll y 
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impossible to carry out the di sputing process because the persons involved would be den ied 

support and protection. Once a person had been killed both, the family of the vict im as well as that 

of the kill er understand that they are in a state of war 

3.1.2.9 Conflicts over Right to Land Tenure, Cattle camping, water use and 

Fishing Activities among the Nuer 

Conflicting claims to rights in Land is one of the most common causes of disputes. Disputes over 

cultivab le land and grazing lands are affected by the extremely complex system of property ri ghts. 

Most Land belongs to famil ies and villages communities not to indi vidual. Right claimants 

frequently hold use ri ghts wi th others. Use rights in Land are mainly transmitted through 

inheritance and marri age, but they can also be sold in order to compensate the developer for hi s 

labor (Duany, 1992). 

In the nineteen century the likely hood of conflict over land among Jikany Nuer was increased by 

two general trends: first, the ri se in population, which intensified competition for already scarce 

resources. Second , the gradual strengthening of individualistic and absolute notion of property as 

against the complex traditional conception of use rights (Jal, 1987; Johnson, 1980). 

This second trend implies the weakening of traditional governance structures. Most land disputes 

arise over the locat ion of the boundaries of plots of cultivation land. People may verbally agreed 

where the boundaries lie at the time of allocation but later try to push their claims beyond the 

agreed up on line. Hence this sort of behavior is constant source of di spute (1al , 1987). 

When the Nuer Leave their village in the dry season; they regroup in large cattle Camps located 

near reliable water sources . In the camps a higher level of solidarity, both spatial and moral exists 

than does during the rainy season. People li ve very close to one another. They keep their catt le in 

the same Kraal or in adjacent kraals. In the rainy season when the water and pasture are abundant. 

families herd their own cattle . But in the dty season cattle camps, the cattle of al l camp residents 

are watered and pastured to gather and the di fferent families take turns to provide herd men. 

Despite the solidarity of people in the cattle camps, conflicts are easy to begin because people who 

live very close to one an other are competing over limited resources these conflicts some times 

lead to destructive violence (1al , 1987; Duany, 1992; Howell ; 1970). 
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The scarcity of water and grazing in Nuer land leads to conflict between regional divi sions that do 

not usually share resources during the rainy season as well as between members of di fferent 

regions, especially those living in frontier communities. Because of the need for a seasonal 

Migration to a limited numbers of perelUlial water resources, members of Nuer villages, which are 

the chief interacting groups in Nuer society, have to cross to neighboring portions of Land to share 

cattle camps, water and fishing pools (Evans-Pritchard, 1951; Jal ,1987;Howell; 1970, Ouany. 

1992). 

Although the general facts of life of the Nuer society demand that there should be peace and 

cooperation between regions and with in regions, and even though seasonal migrations are carri ed 

out with the prior agreement of the ri ght claimants, conflicts arise over the use of grazing lands and 

water sources. Some of the di sputes arising from proximity and use of scarce resources in common 

may lead to destructive violence The most common approach used in conflict settlement process 

among the Nuer is Mediation (Evans-Pri tchard, 195 1; Howell; 170; Jal, 1987; Ouany, 19920). 

Fishing at any threshold of supply of fi sh may impair the value of water supply to each individual 

herd owner. In most Nuer Areas, natural pools are used as source of drinking water for both human 

beings and animals. Fishing in a pool or lake makes the water dirty and undrinkable because of the 

presence of rotten fi sh and other debris. Therefore, fi shing reduces and drives out other patterns of 

water use. People and their cattle will suffer and there will be a deterioration of the quality of li fe 

among the population dependent on a particular water source. Although, there are shared interests 

in the common good of the residents and cattle in the camps some individuals fish in the pools 

even through fi sh ing is not allowed. This causes conflict between residents of the camps and 

threatens to undermine the covenantal relationships among the residents. If fishing continues somc 

camp residents will stop it by force COuany, 1992). 

3.1.2.10 Nuer Traditional Process of Mediation 

Incase of conflict, the open contestation and disputation bring in persons who seek way to resolve 

the conflict. An earth Custodian is one of the key persons in a community for the mediation of 

conflict he is a neutral person with some additional spiritual sanctions to curse or ban the 

individuals obstructing his efforts to settle di spute. Besides, Elder groups are pivotal actors in 

resolving conflicts with in an individual person, household and groups. Their ro les also ex tend to 
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regional or inter-regional level conflict. The process of mediation begins by making sure the 

relevant elders of both parties are present. Then, the principal parties in the case are called in for a 

hearing of the case. Usually the hearing takes place in the byre of custodian. The disputants usuall y 

describe the circumstance in which an incident occurs. Victim gives his account of incident and 

than the offender attempts to justify his action. The elders and anyone else who is present at the 

proceedings and wishes to express an opin ion on question can be recognized by the chief to do so . 

After the council of elders has listened to all the relevant presentations, the earth custodian and 

elders withdraw to discuses the matter among them selvcs and to agree up on the deci sion. After 

re-entry to the byre the mediator and the elders acquaint the disputants of their deci sion. The 

parties to the conflict accept the decision of the earth custodian and the elders because they bel ievc 

the verdict is right. If there are any doubts about the facts of a case certain oath will be employed 

such as the wearing statements on the chiefs leopard skin. This is a spiritual fact that revea ls the 

truth about the case (Evans-Pritchard, 1951, Howell, 1970, Duany, 1992). 

3.2 The Profile of Gambella 

3.2.1 The Nilotic Expansion 

Gambella and the neighboring South Sudan Regions have experienced three great Nilotic 

migrations (Johnson, 1986 cited in Dereje, 2006). The first wave of migration was in the Shilluk 

and the Luo. The Anywaa together with Shilluk took a north westerly direction probably from the 

central part of South Sudan, or South-eastern region near Lake Turkana in Kenya. They settled a 

long the major tributaries of the Nile in what today are the south-eastern part of Southern Sudan 

and the Gambella Region of Western Ethiopia (Pemer, 1994 cited in Dereje, 2004). Thi s was 

followed by the Dinka migration of the 181h century and the massive expansion of the Nuer in the 

191h century (Jal, 1987). Most of these Anywaa and Dinka settlements were latter taken over by the 

Nuer who expanded from their homeland CiengNath/C iengtangl west of Bahr el jebel in Southern 

Sudan. The Nuer made it possible thJOugh a combination of conquest and effective assimilation 

begirming in the 1820's and continuing to the present. This Nuer expansion was led by Latjor 

Duach; nick named Latjor Ding yian. By the early 20lh century, there were already groups of 

Gaajak Nuer (of eastern Nuer or Jikany Nuer) who were permanently settled in Gal11be1la. In 
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addition to, a more s izeable group who crossed the boundary in search of dry- season grazing 

grounds (Johnson, 1986; Hutchinson, 1996.cited in Dereje, 2006). 

The Nuer in present day Gambella Region belongs to Eastern likany branch: Consisting of Gaajak , 

Gaajiok and Gaaguang. The majority of the eastern Nuer li ve in the Upper Nile Region of 

Southern Sudan. Most of the Anywaa li ve along the fou r major rivers of Gambella: Baro 

{opeeno }, Akobo, Gillo and Alwero. Minority li ve in Pochala Distri ct in the Jongley Region of 

Southern Sudan (Dereje, 2004). 

3.2.2 Gambclla and its People 

Gambella is one of the nine regional states of the federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia , 

establi sh in 1991. It is located in the south western part of the country; with 777 ki lometers away 

from the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa. The region borders Beneshangul-Gumuz in the north , 

Oromia in the east, Southern Nations, Nationalities and peoples regional State (SNNPRS) in the 

south, and the Government of Southern Sudan (GOSS) in the north, south and west (Lam, 200 I; 

Dereje, 2004; Bezuneh, 2004, the revised constitution of Gambella, 2002). 

Gambella is situated between 7° to 8° 17N latitude and 33° E to 35° 2 longitude. It covers an 

estimated area of 34,063 square kilometers. The region has varied topographic features and thi s 

influences an agricultural production. The altitude of the region ranges between 300-2300 meters 

above sea level (m.a. s. !.) and it slopes gently to the west while the eastern part consists of high 

plateau, mountain peaks and rugged terrain. The average annual rain fall of the region ranges 

between 800 to 2000 mm3. The annual temperature of the region varies from 40°C to 20°C. 

According to the 1994 census the total populati on of the Gambella region figures 22, 8000. With a 

population growth of 4.1 per annum (Meheret, 200 I ; Dereje, 2004). 

In addition to, the statisti cal abstract of populat ion projection, predicted the populat ion of the 

region to be 253,000, effective as of luly 1, 2007 (CSA, 2006). Gambella is a home of the blaek 

skinned people. It is indigenously occupied by the Nilotic language speaking ethnic identit ies 

namely, the Nuer, }\nywaa, Majangir, Komo and Opo (Lam, 200 I ; Bezuneh 2004; Derej c; 2006; 

the revised constitution of Gambella, 2002). Currently the rcgion holds thirteen di stri ct counci ls in 
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three administrati ve zones and two town administrative council s. The Nuer zone consists of Lare, 

likow, Want hoar and Akobo Districts. Anywaa zone includes lior, Dimma, Gok, Abobo, and 

Abuol , And the Majangir zone with Godera Mangesha Distri ct (Peter, 200 I ; Bezuneh; 2004; 

2006).!n addition to gambella and ltang town administrative councils. Demographically, the Nuer 

form the majority with 40% of the population, fo llowed by the Anywaa 27% Majangir 6% and 

Komo and Opo consti tute 3%of the population (Revised constitution of Gambella, 2002, Bezuneh, 

2004, Dereje, 2006). 

Besides the hi ghlanders (The brown faced Ethiopians) ethnically the Oromo, the Amhara, Tigre, 

Kembata and others are also found in the region. They moved to as traders, laborers and civil 

servants, besides the large number of resettles of drought-affected farmers, from north and south 

Ethiopia in the earl y 1980s (2003). 

3.2.3 Key Natural Resources 

The majo rity of the people in the Gambella region make a living from three key natural resources; 

cultivation land, grazing land and fi sh. The availability, quali ty and distributive pattern of these 

natural resources are regulated by the major rivers that flo w through the region. Gambella is 

watered by four major tributaries of the White Nile River: the Baro Akobo, Gillo and Alwero 

(Derejc. 2006). 

The river system of the Gambella region involves a four months fl ooding period (between the 

month of August and November) and it is particul arly vital for moisture culti vation and dry-season 

pasture. Perhaps it is the ebb and ri se of the ri vers that regulate both crop and li vestock 

producti ons. The Gambella region contains 129, 0 14 hectares of culti vable land but currentl y only 

2.4 percent of thi s is being cu ltivated (GPBED, 2000). 

Land holdings on average are 0.5 hectors cu lti vation in the region invo lves three farming system: 

sedentary rain fed culti vation , moisture cultivation, and shifting cult ivation. Of the total cult ivable 

land, 65 percent is savannah, 30 percent forest land and 4-5 percent marsh land. Onl y 0.5 percen t 

is suitable fo r moi sture cultivation , but it never the less supports a significant number of the 
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farming population. (In this fertile land, peasants harvest maize and so rghum twice a year (Ellman, 

1972, cited in Dereje, 2006). 

Grazing land is another important key resource in the region. The plains of Gambella are one of 

the most suitable areas for cattle production. Major sources of live stock feed are the open wood 

lands, riverine forest and wood land during the wet season, and the savannah grass land during the 

dry season no other food supplement is provided to livestock. The relatively scarce pasture type is 

the savannah grass land which provides the main source of animal feed during the dry season. 

Settlements near the major rivers are best positioned to access these lands. Of the total land area 

class ified as natural grass ing area, only 64.2 percent is currently utili zed by li vestock. Livestock 

production is sustained by transhumance between wet season villages and dry season camps. 

Depending on the avai lability of grazing lands, the movement might also entai l a third temporary 

dry season site in some parts of the region (Dereje, 2006). 

Fish is an import source of food particularly at the height of the dlY season when cereal and diary 

food sources are in short supply . And in some parts of Gambella, there is commercia l fishing in the 

form of sun-dried fi shes. Gambella is one of the main riverine fishing regions of the country, next 

only to the Rift vall ey lakes. The total amount of fi sh produced a long the major rivers is 2409 tons 

a year. And the average per pita fish consumption is estimated at 10 kilograms a year, which is 

considered to be the highest in the country. The availability of fi sh in the river and the various 

lagoons created by the over flow of the rivers is one of the pull factors for the seasonal population 

movements in the region. As the river goes down, lungfish and turtles replace fi sh as a maj or 

source of food (Dereje, 2006). 

Further more, the region is endowed with varieties of natural resources with diverse cli matic 

conditions, possessing high rain fall , fertile so il , dense forest, hot springs, water falls , seasonal and 

perennial ri vers, vari eti es of wi ld lives and species of birds. More over, the region is potentiall y 

endowed with oil resource which is currently under exploration (Bezuneh 2004). Generall y, li fe in 

the region depends on agriculture, fini shing hunting, forestry and logging, mining and quarrying 

for subsistence, own account construction, fi xed assets for self use, production of goods and 

serv ices for sale, or exchange for other commodities and the li ke (CSA, 1994, referred to by 

Bezuneh.2004 ). 
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3.2.4 The Jikany Nuer (Eastern Nuer) 

The Jikany Nuer live both in Sudan and in Ethiopia, following similar tribal lineage system of 

categorizations. They are Gaaj iok, Gaaguang and Gaajak tribes. Jikany Nuer are descendants of 

Kiir Lineage category. Each tribe is being classified in to clans and sub-clans. Further, sub-clans 

are also sub-divided in to minor sub- clans. The division goes to house hold levels following 

kinship format grouping (E.E .Evans-Pritchard, 1940, Jal , 1987). 

Table 3-1 Gaajiok tribe' s lineage categories 

Primary Secti on Secondary Secti on (Sub-Clan) 
(Clan) 

1 Lang Duong sub- clan 

Thoor sub- clan 

Kueth sub- clan 

2 Dhool (Wangkec) Jock (minyaal) sub- clan 

Bech (Nyathol) sub- clan 

Bichiok sub- clan 

3 Yoal Kual sub -clan 

Yi ic sub -clan 

Puot sub- clan 

Kuol sub- clan 

Source: Evans-Pritchard, 1951 
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Table 3-2 Gaaguang Tribe's line age categories 

Primary Section (Clan) Secondary Section 

(S llb- Clan) 

I Ciek Cieng Doweeng 

Cieng Man Puat 

2 Nyinggiy Cieng Cieen 

Cieng Rllaang 

Cieng Dap 

3 Nyang Nyang Nyadoor 

Nyang Glleec 

Source: Evans-Pritchard, 195 1 
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Table 3-3 Gaajak Tribe's lineage categories 

Primary sector (Clan) Secondary Section (Sub-Clan) 

I Guong Nyayan sub - clan 

Caany sub - clan 

Waw sub - clan 

2 Reng Koang sub - clan 

Col sub - clan 

Dhilek sub - clan 

3 Thiang Taar sub - clan 

Kang sub - clan 

Luon y sub - clan 

Source: Evans-Pritchard, 195 1 

3.2.4.1 The Gaajiok Tribe in Gambella 

Gaajiok are part of Jikany Nuer lineage tribal category that is loyal to Ethiopian govern ment 

administration . Their settlement patterns are based along Akobo, Gillo and Baro ri vers. Prese ntl y. 

the majority of Gaajiok are being administered in Akobo district and a part of them in Wamhoar 

District in the center of Gaaguang tribe. Their ad mini strati ve groupings follow the proxim ity of 

villages. Gaajiok border Anywaa in Akobo Distinct. 

3.2.4.2 The Gaaguallg Tribe in Gambella 

Similarly, Gaaguang are part of Jikany Nuer lineage tr ibal categorization which is also accountable 

to the Federal Democratic Republi c of Eth iopia. They are situated a long Baro ri ver. Wanthoar 

District is the central unit of Gaagua ng tribe. It borders Akobo and Jikow Districts of Gaaji ok and 

Gaajak respectively. 
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3.2.4.3 The Gaajak Tribe ill Ga mbella 

Like, Gaaj iok and Gaaguang, Gaajak tribe is also a part of likany Nuer Populati on under the 

Federal Government of Ethiopia. Gaajak form the majority of likany Nuer who are under the 

administrati on of the Ethiopian Government. 

Currently, Gaajak are being governed in Lare and Jikow Districts. The ir pos itioning fo llows the 

closeness of their localities. Gaajak are located along Baro River and along Kong de Kuac 

tributary. They border Wanthoar District in Adura and border Anywaa in Makuey and Makuach 

areas. Additi onally, apart of Gaajak share itang Administrative District with the Anywaa and Opo. 
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Figurc3.2 the Map of Gambclla describing the Nilotic groups' composition 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

DISCUSSIONS AND INTER PRETATIONS 

4.1 Discussions 

Seven group di scussions were conducted ; di scussions were administered through the participation 

of representati ves from the gro ups in dispute. This was done in order to find out immediate causes 

of confli cts among the Nuer clans in Gambella. Eventually, seven cases resulting from the foc us 

group discussions have been produced. 

Case 1: Gaajiok versus Gaaguang Conflict (1993-2005) 

Immediate Cause: Cattle Robbery 

In the year 1993 a man by the name Puok Chuol , from Cieng Lang clan of Gaaj iok tribe, herded 

his cattle for a dry season grazing and pasture at Liet chori village in Gaaguang area. As he was 

living in his cattl e camp, a group of cattle robbers from Nyang section of Gaaguang tribe raided hi s 

herds of cattle, taking all them and left him dead. A year later, his relatives (homicide) kill ed one 

person in the same Nyang section in revenge. 

In similar occasion, Nyang waged another offensive attack and killed two persons, however. not 

from their initial opponents (the Cienglang section) but fro m Ciengkuek Secti on of Dhool clan of 

Gaaj iok. In reacti on to incident, Gaajiok tribal clans with the only except ion of Cieng Yo l clan , 

Waged transverse attacks on Gaaguang tribal sections. The state of such a con fli ct resulted in 

destruction, burning, and evacuation of inhabitants to neighboring villages. Bonyyaonymach; 

Muon; Kuanylow; Yoak wuol; Malual and Luee l vill ages have been with out resident s fo r several 

years. Eventuall y, such conflict lasted for 10 years and over 200 people between disputing clans 

are reported to have been killed. 
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Case2: Gaaguang Tribe's Intra-Group Conflicts: Nyallg verSIlS Ciellg Nyingier (lateI970s-

2(05) 

Immediate Cause: Bride Wealth Cattle Raiding 

The conflict between Nyang and Cieng Nyingier sections of Gaaguang Tribe was caused over a 

divorce case of a woman named Nyalual Pal from Nyang section, who was married to Chuol Deng 

from Ciengnyingier section. The case was discussed before the village elders' council with the 

presence of the concerned kin of divorcing couples. The couple's request for divorce was accepted 

and ruled out by the council and the Kin of the divorced women were acknowledged that they 

were liable to return the bride wealth' s cattle. 

Sometimes latter however, they refused to return the bride wealth cattle. Eventually, Chuol Deng 

decided to collect hi s cattle by force from his ex- in-laws byre. Chuol with his kinsmen togethe r, 

rushed into the byre and forcefully loosened the cattle from the ropes. While chasing the catt le 

away from the byre, Tang Yol (a kin of the x-wife) was sleeping in his mosquito net near by the 

byre and he suddenly shouted over the raiders. 

Unfortunately, he was shot dead by Tuchar Chuol (a kin of the x-husband) as a result; Nyang 

attacked Cieng Nyingier and began to fight responsively. Over 17 people were killed between the 

actors in years of casual combats. 
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Case3: Gaaguang Versus Gaajak Conflict : Nyal/g agail/st CiengklulII (2003-2006) 

Immediate Cause: Bride wealth Cattle Raiding 

The conflict between Nyang in Gaaguang tribe and Cieng khan section in Gaajak tribe erupted 

when a girl from Cieng Kueyang of Nyang section was eloped and enticed a way from her famil y 

by a man o'om Cieng Khan of Gaajak tribe . As it is the case in the Nuer practices, the girl's 

ki nsmen went and forcefully collected the bride wealth cattle from the home of the person who 

took the girl. They collected some cattle but one cow among the cattle was seriously prevented by 

the bride groom's father, arguing that he had reserved that cow for private (spiritual) purpose. 

However, the girl's kinsmen refused to release the cow; unexpectedly one person among bride's 

kin (cieng kueyang from Gaaguang) was shot dead by one of groom's kin (Cieng khan fro m 

Gaajak) Cieng Kueyang reacted aggressively and opened fire on Ciengkhan. As a result, conflict 

spread over Gaaguang and Gaajak tribal clans for 3 years. And 10 people are said to have been 

ki lled in both sides. Dwellers were displaced from villages of Rootlony and Toregol. 

Justifyi ng connections between Nyang and CiengkJlan , Nyang are located in Wanthoar di stri ct in 

Gaaguang tribe area, where as Cieng khan sett lements are located in Ji kow district of Gaajak tribe . 

But, the two tribal sections have common boundary were they socially contact regularl y in terms 

of pasture and grazing; fi shing activities; market out lets; intermarriages and in terms of other life 

sustaining lively hood activities . 
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Case 4: Gaajak T ribe' s Intra-Groups' Conflicts: Cieng Nyejal1i versus Cieng WalV CrJllj7ic/ 

(/994-2005) 

Immediate Cause: Bride wealth Cattle Raiding 

The feuding between Cieng Nyejani and Ciengwaw of Gaajak tribal sections started due to a case 

of a divorce wife of Gatluak Rier from Ciengwaw clan. He had married from Cieng Nyejani 

section. After the divorce, the family of the divorced woman rejected the return of bride wealth 

cattle with out any justification. 

There after, Gatluak Rier decided to recol lect hi s bride wealth cattle from his ex-in-Iaws village 

employing forceful means. During his raiding of cattle from the village of his x-in-laws, unluckil y 

he was shot dead by his ex-in-law's kinsmen. 

As a result conflict spread over all Ciengnyajani and Cieng Waw tribal sections. Thus, it becamc 

the most horrible conflict among the eastern Ji kany tribal sections in Gambella. Such a confli ct 

lasted for 11 years and over 350 people are recorded to have been ki lled between the clans during 

the 11 years of on and off fighting. 
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Case 5: Thiol/g verSIiS Ciellgc/wl/Y COllflict (1992-1994) 

Immediate Cause: Dispute over Cultivation land 

Thiang and Ciengchany conflict erupted over a culti vation land at Yamburo Vi llage in Pagak 

distri ct of Southern Sudan area. This land is situated along a tributary to Baro that divides Jikow 

district of Gambell a with Jikow district of South Sudan. Formerl y, the land was belonging to Opo 

etlmic group. But Thiang clan gradually di splaced Opo and fully occupied the land. The land is 

cove red by a dense forest however; it was not fri endly good for the pasture at that ti me, because of 

its persistence render pest and other animal attackers. As a result, the majority of Thiang withdrew 

from the land . Ciengchany from the neighboring villages on the other hand , however were 

attracted by the strategic location of the land and its potential fel1i lity. They instantly cleared the 

land and immediately engaged in cultivation. 

After a while, Thiang considering to have been the first occupiers of Yamburo rive rine land 

realized that Ciengchany had been making progress in their Land. Because of that, they 

immediately developed a tendency of land ownershi p atti tude and filed a case agai nst Ciengchany. 

The District Counci l located at Teluth area passed on discussion on the case and ruled out that 

Ciengchany wou ld withdraw from the land. 

Nevertheless, they refused to withdraw by justi fy ing that they exhaustively cleared the land and 

changed it to have been a friend ly environment. For that reason, they joi ntly agreed not to 

withdraw from the land at a ll . During the cultivation season, two opponent gro ups met in farm area 

and intentionally an individual from Ciengchany ki lled one person from Thiang at culti vation area. 

As a result, Thiang violently reacted and fought Ciengchany fo r almost two years and at least 20 

people were ki ll ed fr0111 both sides. 
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Case 6: Thiollg versus Ciellg Nyejolli conflict (2002-2005) 

Immediate Cause: Dispute over Water, Pasture, G razing and C ultivation of land 

The clashes between Thiang and Ciengnyajani clans began over access to water. pasture, and 

grazing and cultivati on. Ini tially these resources were belonging to Thiang with their locations in 

Jikow and !tang di stricts. Some ti mes later, Ciengnyajani clan came to water, pasture and grazing 

around Thiang telTitory on the other side of the Baro River. After settling their cattl e villages 

along the area, they began to cul tivate some open spaces which were left not cu ltivated by the local 

residents. 

But, the residents were not happy with Ciengnyajani in tilling those opening spaces of riverine 

land. Not only this, Thiang too, observed that there had been emerging excessive missing of the ir 

cattl e in village. More over, they associated it to recent settl ements of Ciengnyajani localities on 

the river bank. They were suspicious of some wrong individuals among them and others else 

where who could have had form groups of cattle raiders. For that, Thiang urged Ciengnyajani to 

stop cultivation and at the same time leave the area as soon as possible. 

However, Ciengnyajani did not accept the decision and complained that, previollslv they used to 

get the above mentioned social services along Kongdekuach River in Makuey area. While, 

Kongdekuach is a tributary of Alwero River, however it has been blocked by Alwero Damp and it 

automatical ly, dri ed up due to the blockage subdued by the damp. Consequentiall y, Makuey 

residents have been locked out with no water fo r qui te a number of years. They therefore, strongly 

demanded the openi ng of Alwero damp so that it would be poss ible fo r them to recover previous 

social services then onl y it cou ld be manageable to return to their respective villages in Makuey. 

Responsively, Thiang became jealous and clashed with them for about 3 years, moreover, over 40 

fighters are sa id to have been killed between the two clans. 
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Case 7: Thiang versus Cieng Reng Conflict (2003-2005) 

Immediate Cause: Conflict over Cultivation of Land 

The incident between Thiang and Ciengreng occurred over a use of ri verine land in Pany uak 

vi llage along the Baro River. The land belongs to the Anywaa ethnic group at Panyuak village. 

The justification for the acquisition of the land by the disputing parties follows the following 

phases according to the conducted group discussions. 

Pllase (1) long time ago Thiang community, the two large divisions Cieng ki er and Ciengjang 

used to move for pasture and dry season grazing along Anywaa Areas. Throughout their 

movements, the Cienggor section of Ciengkier division established good relation with the Anywaa 

community in Panyuak village. In the good term of their relationship, the Anywaa sold the land to 

Cienggor. The land was submitted to Chuot Puot of Cienggor by the Panyuak village leader Cham 

Ojong. In the course of time, Cienggor banned the use of land , as a result of emerged Thiang 

intra-dispute at that time. In addition to that, their location is far from the area of cultivation. Then. 

the Anywaa resumed the ownership ti tle of the land. 

Phase (2) Ciengwiew established similar relation with Anywaa. And the land was sold again to 

them by the Anywaa community. The land was handed over to Bordoang KJlor from Ciengwiew. 

But some times later, a sudden dispute erupted between Thiang and Anywaa communities. Many 

confyontations with more deaths took place between them. And so, that state of hostility 

undermined the existed relations between Ciengwiew and the Anywaa communities. After ward 

Ciengwiew banned the cultivati on of land. 

Phase (3) Ciengreng community settlement is in Makot village located in a forest land between 

Thiang and the Anywaa communities. Ciengreng did not participate in the dispute between Thiang 

and the Anywaa. This created vital ground for their relationships with the Anywaa. In the course of 

time, Ciengreng began to establish rel ations with the Anywaa communities and they managed to 

obtain access to riverine lands through intermarriages, gift exchanges, sharecropping arrangements 
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and informal purchase from the neighboring Anywaa. Then, the Anywaa handed over The 

Panyuak riverine land to Kong Diew, the leader of Cieng Reng communi ty settlement in Makot. 

When Ciengwiew observed Ciengreng farming the land, they forwarded a question of land 

ownership right on Ciengreng. Ciengreng responded they bought land from the Anywaa. Further. 

they directedThiang to get feed back about the land from the Anywaa who sold it to them. After 

the end of Thiang versus Anywaa confli ct, Ciengwiew asked the Anywaa of why they so ld the 

land to Ciengreng. Conversely, the Anywaa denied the selling of the land to Ciengreng. 

Immediately, Ciengwiew retuned fiercely to remove Cieng Reng out of the land by force . And 

they opened gun fire on Ciengreng and killed one person. As a result, the Confli ct ignited all over 

Thiang and Ciengreng communities and 39 people are said to have been killed between disputants 

during the 2 years of confrontations 
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Table 4.1 the summary of the immediate causes of Nuer clans' conflicts in Gambella from 

1970s-2006 

Case Conflicting Duration Death to ll Immediate Remarks/Sou rce 

no parties cause/over 
--

I Gaajiok versus 12 200 Robbery of Pasture 

Gaaguang cattle & 

grazing 

2 Yang versus Over 30 17 Raiding of Divorce case 

Cieng Nyingier year's Bride wealth 

cattle 

3 Yang versus 3 10 Enticed Girl Bride wealth 

Cieng khan cattle collection 

4 Cieng Nyejani 11 350 Raiding of Divorce case 

versus Cieng bride wealth 

Waw cattle 
-

5 Thiang versus 2 20 Riverine Cultivation land 

Ciengchany Cultivation 

land 

6 Thiang versus 3 40 Water, C ultivation land 

Cieng Nyejani pasture, and 

cultivation 

land 

7 Thiang vcr-sus 2 39 Riverine C ultivation land 

Cieng Reng Cultivation I 
I 

land I 
J 

Owner's source, 2007 
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4.2 Cases Interpretation and Findings 

4.2.1 Causes of Conflicts among the Nuer clans in Gambella 

Generally, case studies clearly show that Jikany Nuer in Gambella have been competing over 

Scarce Resources: putting forwards the Scarcity of Riverine Lands; Insufficiency of Water 

Sources; Limited Sites for Pasture and Grazing and the Violation of Bride Wealth Cattle 

Handl ing Procedures. 

Different sets of actors involve in the use of these resources and it is their convergence and 

claiming for various stakes which justify the eruption and the escalation of intra-Nuer-clans' 

conflict. Accordingly, (Duany, 1996) stated that in 1992-1994 conflict between Low and Ji kany 

Nuer over natural resources for instance, more than a thousand people are said to have been killed. 

Similarly, (Dereje, 2003) recorded that, resource conflicts in Gambella take more severe form at 

the intra-group level than between ethnic groups because they largely occupy different economic 

niches. Therefore, competition over the scarce resources is certainly the cause of Nuer clans' 

violent conflicts in Gambella. 

Disputes over traditional land boundaries, questions of internal land boundaries between 

communities, grazing land and fanning rights, resource sharing and equitable distribution or 

economic power in the state system assumes important dimensions in terms of the impacts they 

have on generating confl icts (Vogt A, 1997). Like wise. the cases ofNuer conflicts in Gambella 

have shown that traditional groups have been vio lently competing over the scarce economic 

resources such as riverine lands, water, and pasture and grazing sites. 

4.2.1.1 Scarce Riverine Lands among the Nuer Clans in Gambella 

Although , Garnbella is one of the lowest population densities in the country, there is a relative 

scarcity of productive land with low level tecl1l1ology. There are three types of land and these land 

types are riverine Lands (moisture land or, dry land) , Marshland and forestland . Only 2.4% or the 

arable land is culti vated (Dereje, 2003). 
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It sounds contradictory to talk about land scarcity in Gambella while, it exhibits one of the lowest 

population densities in the country. According to 1994 census, the national population density is 

5 I per Sq.lan in sharp contrast with the 7.2 per Sq.lall of Gambella region (Dereje, 2006). The 

population density in the region varies and accordingly, the highest (22.2) following 40% of the 

total populati on of the Nuer is in Jikow di strict where as, the lowest (2.4) in lines with 27% of the 

total population of the Anywaa is in Gog district. Further, riverine land is the land type over which 

there is more competition among the Nuer clan groups. According to (Dereje, 2006), this land 

type covers only 0.5% of the total land area of the region, most of which over 60% fall s with in 

Anywaa territories. 

Therefore, thi s shows that the di stributive pattern of arable land resource in Gambella produces a 

relative scarcity of productive land with in the Nuer ethnic groups on one hand, and brings about 

excessive competition for a dominant share by some groups on the other. Fore instant, considering 

the case of dispute between Thiang and Ciengreng, the scarcity of riverine lands in these territories 

became one of the push factors for those competing Nue r groups. Accordingly, in order to acquire 

temporary possession of cultivation land some clans establish verbal rel ations with the nearest 

Anywaa community which hold the lion share of riverine lands. 

When the group obtains the land either, through inter marnage, gift exchanges cropplllg 

arrangements; marketing out lets, or any other means, it often develops a tendency of first occupier 

of the land along with ownership power to control it. This tendency of ownership rights being 

developed by the group is certainly followed by act of isolating others from holding stake on 

cu ltivation land . Regard less of whether, there might have been any interruption during the use of 

the land or not, claim ing of the land is consistent. Th is kind of affairs most often leads to clans' 

confli cts because those clans' groups in competition have the support of their alliance groups and 

continuously struggle for a legitimate share in the land under competi tion. 

Conflicting claims to rights in land is one of the most common causes ofNuer clans' disputes. In 

19th century fore instant, the li kely hood of conflict over land in Ji kany Nuer was increased by two 

general trends: first; the rise in population, which intensified competition for already scarce 

resources and second ; the gradual strengthening of individualistic and absolute notion of property 
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as against the complex traditional conception of use rights (Jal , 1987; Johnson, 1980; Duany, 

1992). 

These statements cleave to truth even to day in the Nuer states of affa irs in Gambe ll a. In 

consideration of the rapid increase in Nuer population in the early 1990s and at the same time, the 

Nuer population being the highest in Gambellajustifies the reali ty that ex isting scarcity of riverine 

lands equall y aggravated competition over the scarce cultivation land among the Nuer clans in 

Gambella and consequently conflicts erupted among the numbers of clans. Likewise, the emerged 

excessive des ire to se lf owning of properties in adverse effects of others with in the Jikany Nuer 

clans in Gambel la is also a triggering factor for the Nuer violent conflict. 

In addition to, such trend also emphasizes the weakening of traditional governance structure. 

Generally, most land disputes arise over the bowldaries of plots of cu ltivation land and people may 

verbally agreed where thc boundary would lie at the time of allocation, but, late r they try to ex tend 

their claims beyond the agreed upon line. Hence, this sort of behavior is a legitimate source o f 

disputes among the Nuer clans in Gambella. 

Further. majority of Nuer di sputes in Gambella usually ari se during the season of cu ltivati ng 

alluvial so il on the banks of the river. This cultivation takes place when water recess back to 

rivers, usuall y in October and November. Generally, this is the peri od where by many peasant 

groups manage to go for cultivation on the river banks. When these peasants come close together 

in cultivation lands, certainly land holding cases emerge between the competing groups. Hence, 

such state of affai rs easil y injects etlmic clashes between the said tribal actors in Gambel la Region. 

In add ition to, the above explanations the dispute cases between Thiang and Ciengchany, Thiang 

and Cieng Reng and a part of dispute between Cieng Nyejani and Thiang definitely prove that 

competition over dry land cultivation is a genuine source for the Nuer intra- clans' violent confl icts 

in Gambclla . 

The use of scarce water and sharing of limited grazing sites in Nuer land leads to conflict between 

regional divisions that do not usually share resources. It extends also to members of different 

reglOns, especial ly those living in frontier communities. Because of the need for seasonal 
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migration to a limited number of a perennial water resource. Members of Nuer villages which are 

known liaison groups in society have to cross neighboring portion of land to share cattl e camps. 

water and fi shing pools. Despite the fact that society desire to live in peace, however, there are 

instances where conflicts arise. 

In the same manner, the conflict between Gaajiok and Gaaguang tribes has its immediate cause 

over the robbery of cattle and certainly its source lie in sharing of scarce pasture and grazing sites 

between the two tribes. Such cause also holds true in the case of confli ct between Thiang and 

Ciengnyajani. 

4.2.1.2 Insufficient Water Sources among the Nuer Clans in Gamhella 

As far as, water is one of the basic needs in human life, scarcity of water in several areas of Nuer 

communities in the Nuer land is one of the major sources of conflict with in the Jikany Nuer tribal 

sections in Gambella. Considering the case of Ciengnyajani and Thiang confl ict fore instant , camc 

in to picture not only because of cultivation land, but, largely because of prevai led shol1ages of 

water in Makuey area in the Ciengnyajan i territory. Ciengnyajani claimed the use of water in 

Thiang dominated territory by describing the recent blockage of KongdeKuach ri ver because of 

Alwero damp. Accordingly, their claim circles the blockage of Kongdekuach ri ver as a push factor 

that forced them to occupy Baro river banks. Therefore, such events cllmulatively, indicate 

competition over the scarce resources as the legitimate cause of conflicts among the Nuer clans in 

Gambella. 

4.2.1.3 Limited Sites for Pasture and Grazing among the Nuer C lans in Gambella 

In order to comprehend clearly the motivational forces which derived actors to confront them 

selves, it is necessary to analyze the case on the basis of the Nuer ways of life in Gambella . 

Nuer vi llagers do not rely only on their own territory to meet their needs due to di fferential in 

endowments of resources; uncertainty of rain fall; ri sks of flood and so on. Thus, People have to 

conduct transactions away from their village borders to meet those needs that are not satisfied 
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locally. Nuer villages in Gambell a bear similar nature of proximi ty in which the residents posses 

daily interactions and inconsequence, the chance of di sputes is more likely in thi s rega rd. 

Normally with in the premises of the Nuer norm, stealing of Cattle from other clan is gran ted as an 

act of war. Normally, such an act is consonant with Nuer value that; Cattle are the most valuable 

possessions of the Nuer. Taking into count, the above mentioned case of Gaaj iok versus G<laguang 

and the case of Ciengnyajan i in oppos ition to Thiang; moments of clans temporaril y from thei r 

localities to neighboring vill ages in order to seize sufficient Pasture and Grazing Sites. brought 

about excess ive stealing of cattl e in vill ages and therefore, engendered peaceful relations between 

clans. Certainly the Nuer regard cattle stealing as laudable, since it gives ri se to a chai n of stealing 

and counter-stealing leading to bloody Conflicts even among members of the same clan. 

4.2.1.4 Violation of Bride Wealth Cattle Handling Procedures among the Nuer in Gambella 

Apparently, the majority of legal disputes which are brought before Nuer court in Gambella also 

includes: marriage relationship; matters arising out of marriage; claims to a share in bride wea lth 

cattle or a return of bride wealth cattle when the marriage is dissolved. It is ev ident ly understood 

from the case that the collection of bride wea lth cattle of enticed girl was the immediate cause o f 

the incident between Nyang and Ciengkhan tribal sections. In order to understand withont a doubt 

the influential factor that pushed actors to combat one an others, it is therefore, important to 

explain the case in view ofNuer standards of life. 

[n the Nuer ways of li fe, abduction or carrying out illicit sexual intercourse wi th unmarri ed girl is 

considered wrong crimi nal act. Parents want their daughters properl y married because the purpose 

of sexual congress among the Nuer is the creation of children. The parent's atti tude is a renec tion 

of their des ire to see daughters lawfully marri ed so that they may acquire cattl e fo r their sons' 

marriages. Parents therefore, do not tolerate any attention from outsider that is likely to 

compromise a daughter's chances of making a suitable match with a man who has catt le. In the 

same token, elopement and abduction of a gi rl is considered a much more serious offense. I r a 

man entices an ulUnarri ed girl a way from her family and persuades her to li ve with him, often the 

girl's Kinsmen Wage offensive attack or forcefull y collect the bride wealth catt le from that person 

who have commilted such a crime. 
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In the same manner, the case of Gaaguang intra-groups' conflict; the conflict between 

Ciengnyajani and Ciengwaw; and that of Nyang against Ciengkhan; underscore the violat ion of 

bride wealth Cattle handling among the Nuer Clans in Gambella. Those three cases of confli cts 

hold similar causation which immediately erupted over raiding of bride wealth cattle. 

Among the Nuer in Gambella Legal marriage is achieved through performing social and ri tual 

ceremonies and the transfer of cattle to the ki n of the bride. However, when a union is disso lved 

the bride wealth cattl e must be returned with varies deductions in respect of rights received along 

with rights retained by the husband over the children. 

Due to the fact that none of the above mentioned legal procedures have been foll owed by those 

concerned claimants, confli cts erupted among the Nuer Clans' groups. Therefore , in one way or 

another, this explains that there is ri sing violations of managing bride wealth Cattle among the 

Jikany Nuer in Gambella. 

4.2.2 Accelerating Factors of Conflicts among the Nuer clans in Gambella 

Accelerating factors of conflicts often consist of events that bring underlying tensions to the 

forefront and cause the situation to escalate. Events like sharp economic shocks; changes or 

collapse of central authority; external outlets and armaments increase cause the tension to escalate. 

Likewise, the Nuer intra- confli cts subdued influential factors that accelerated the escalation of 

such conflicts in Nuer land. According to, focus group discussions such factors are as fo llows: 

4.2.2.1 Impacts of Alwero Damp on Maklley A rea Residents in Gambella 

Maklley area is a part of Jikow district , located rough ly 30km away from Baro river (Chuo!. 2005). 

It is a permanent settlement area of Ciengnyajani clan . Previously Maklley area locali ties used to 

sustain life mainly from Kongdekuach river, which is a tributary of Alwero ri ver in the Anywaa 

territori es . 
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1t was also one of the strategic fi sh reservo irs for Ji kow di strict community as a who le and for the 

Makuey area locali ties in particular. Further, it was equally good for sufficient watering; pasture: 

grazing and hunting. Accordingly, in the year 1985 Alwero damp was constructed primarily to 

carry out a large scale farming system in the region with an estimated capacity to irrigate over 

10,000 hectares ofland (Tewdros, 2004, cited in Bezuneh, 2004). 

Correspondingly, contradictory allocation of benefits combined with differential economic 

performance however, generates further anger and emotional frustration . In addition to , uneven 

distribution of wealth and power tends to generate feelings of a growing gap between 

immaterialized expectations and perceptions. The di screpancy is anticipated and actual need 

satisfaction may generate conflicts. Like wise, Ciengnyajani tribal sections in this regard have 

been driven to conflicts with others because Kongdekuach River being the only source of their 

livelihood has been blocked with Alwero damp. Thus, it generated further anger upon Thiang 

groups along liang border. 

4.2.2.2 Impacts of Civil War in Sudan on the Nuer Clans in Gambella 

Due to the ri se of civi l war in Sudan in 1985, more than 300,000 refugees entered into Gambella 

and camped at liang and Pinyudo Districts. Besides the SPLA/M headquarters and military 

training camps were found in Gambella (Kurimoto, 2004 cited in Bezuneh, 2004). Equall y. the 

intensified civil war in Sudan in the early 1990s along with the disintegration o f SPLA/M into 

several factions simultaneously with the co llapse of the Derge in 1991, have seriously aggravated 

confli cts among the Nuer Clans in Gambell a. Evidently, those events en larged external out lets of 

illegal arms in Nuer land. In consequence, weapons were eas il y obtained through smuggling from 

neighboring villages in Sudan to di sputing clans in Gambella 

4.2.3 Consequences of intra-clan' s confli cts among the Nuer in Gambella 

Markakis, (1986, 1990, 1994) argued that the state of conflict imposes devastating effects on the 

livelihood of the invo lved actors. Major effects ofa violent confli ct are: deaths; destruction : drain 

on resources; displacement of clans; increased probability of future confl ict and the territori al 
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change. The same is true with the intra-Nuer violent conflicts which severely affected the social 

and economic life of the Nuer clans in Gambella. The state of conflict in the Nuer society has 

therefore, victimized majority number of the Nuer clans in Gambella. His intensive work on 

pastoralists' conflict case between the Ngok Dinka tribe impositions to the Arab I-Iemr tribe in 

Sudan, (Markakis, 1986, 1990, 1994) contended that conflict inflicts the most grievous damages 

on the li vel ihood of pastoral communities. In this regards, proper li fe ceases and people have to 

survi ve like wi ld creatures in the bush. 

Equally, the effects of intra-group conflicts among the Nuer in Gambella cost lives and resources 

that could have been better devoted for individual economic development. According to Focus 

group discussions, the cases of conflicts of intra-clans' conflicts in Gambella put forwards that 

more deaths have been incurred (over 676 people were killed during the periods of war); there has 

been a huge destruction of community villages; great lost of material properties; lost of own 

posscssions such as cattle wealth and others. Clans were displaced out of their local residents (fore 

instant, Bonyyaonymach; Muon; Kuanylow; Yoak Wllol ; Malual; Lueel ; Rotlony and Torego l 

dwellers) and lived wildly in strange areas. They did not have regular cultivation lands and other 

services to sustain their lives . Often innocent minority groups such as the old; women and 

children; disabled and physically impaired persons were seriously victimized. 

The work of Subow on pastoral community's confli cts in Kenya underscored increasing abi lity of 

small arms that changed the whole dynamic of clans' confl icts. Cattle rustling and criminal 

acti vities have polarized, insecurity has increased and law and order has suffered. In the same 

manner, the above findings reflect the reality in the intra-violent conflicts among the Nuer in 

Gambella. Eventually, conflicts among the Nuer clans in Gambella had its devastating effects on 

the economic life of Nuer community groups. Law and order had suffered in Nuer land; 

insecurity had increased rapidly and criminal activities resulted in the formation of Gaat/robbery 

groups/ and cattle raiders subsequently emerged in Nuer villages. 

4.2.4 Traditional Mechanisms of Conflict Resolution among the Nuer in Gambella 

It is quite true that in every society there are mechanisms of dispute settlement. Society IS 

impossible with out conflict, but society must have possible ways to control conflict. for the reason 
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that a society needs a considerable measure of peace and order to be able to develop its resources, 

mechanisms for resolv ing conflict enable a society to maintain its cohesion likewi se social groups 

with along hi story such as the Nuer must have effective ways of reso lving confli ct. Among the 

Nuer society where persons consider themselves equal to one another before Kuolh. /God/ peace ful 

conflict resolution mechanism is used in resolving conflict. Regularly mediati on is an acceptab le 

approach for confl ict reso lution and the maintenance of lawful relationship. 

4.2.5 The Processes of Mediation among the Nuer in Gambclla 

In case of among the Jikany Nuer in Gambella, the open contestation and disputation bring in 

persons who seek way to reso lve the confli ct. An earth Custodian is one of the key persons in a 

community for the mediation of confl ict. He is a neutral person with some additional spiritual 

sanctions to curse or ban the individuals obstructing his efforts to settle di sputes. Bes ides, Elder 

groups are pivotal actors in reso lving conflicts with in an individual person, household and groups. 

Their roles also extend to regional or inter-regional level conflict. 

The process of mediation begins by making sure the relevant elders of both paI1ies are present. 

Then, the principal parties in the case are called in for a hearing of the case. Usua ll y the hearing 

takes place in the byre of custodian. The disputants usually describe the circumstance in which an 

incident occurs. The victim gives hi s account of incident and than the offender attempts to justify 

his action. The elders and anyone else who is present at the proceedings and wishes to express an 

opinion on question can be recognized by the chief to do so. After the council of elders has 

listened to all the relevant presentations, the earth custodian and elders withdraw to di scuses the 

matter among them se lves and to agree up on the deci sion. After re-entry to the byre the mediator 

and the elders acquaint the di sputants of their decision. The parties to the conflict accept the 

decision of the earth custodian and the elders because they be lieve that the verdict is right. More 

importantly, the role of cross cutting ti es was helpful in urging the di sputing parties to peacefully 

deal wi th their cases. Among the Nuer in Gambell a, the closer the structural relationship of the 

parties involved in conflict, the more likely it would be peacef-ully reso lved. 
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4.2.6 T "aditionlll Mechanisms of Enforcing Decisions among the Nuer in Gambclla 

In traditional societies various institutions and persOlUlel may function as agents to reso lve confl ict 

however these agents lack coerci ve force to enforce decisions. In soc iety with power grou p 

confli ct is more often and peacefu l conflict reso lution is hardl y attained because di sputants have 

supports from their allies. Among the Nuer in Gambella clans of the same decent usuall y form 

allies and support partner group in case of dispute with another clan. 

Regularl y mediation is an acceptable approach for conflict resolution and maintenance of lawful 

relationship among the Nuer in Gambell a. But in case of any doubts about the facts of a case in 

mediating approach, certain oath would be employed such as wearing statement of the chiefs 

leopard skin. It is a spiritual fact that reflects the truth about the case. Conflict reso lution 

institutions among the Nuer in Gambell a, impose cursing as the severest sanction to which they 

finally resort to. Wearing of chiefs leopard skin plays a great role in mediation. Leopard chief or 

an earth custodian in other words uses his spiritual power to curse as an enforcing mechanism 

among the Nuer in Gambella. 

4.2.7 Rituals in Peace Making among the Nuer in Gambella 

Rituals play a great role in conflict resolution among the Nuer in Gambella. According to 

participants in Focus group discussions, blood compensation for the feud has been practi ced In 

Nuer clans' confli cts. An average of 50 heads of cattle per feud has been paid for compensating the 

blood of homicide. This was done frequent ly to prevent transverse kill ing that would occur 

between clans if such compensat ion has not been made. Hence, blood compensation among the 

Nuer clans in Gambella was the on ly way fo rward to put off revenges fro m the feud's kinsmen 

which some times wou ld result in counter- revenge. 

Feuding had to be accepted in principle by the N uer community In the initial stage of conn ict 

resolution. The more, the community members could not carry out blood vengeance, the more. it 

would be impossible to maintain stability and the killer's side would be denied of support and 

protection. Once a person has been killed, the kin of a homicide and those of a killer understand 

that they are in a state of war. 

52 



During the implementation of conflict reso lution among the Nuer in Gambella, the Leopard chief 

in other ward an earth custodian is the chief mediating person. He serves as a neutral person who 

faci li tates ritual processes regardless of whether he has blood relation with either the homicide or 

the ki ller. He urges opponents to drink the blood of a slaughtered animal such as an ox, sheep, goa t 

or the blood of a slaughtered cock or a hen. Accordingly, it is done to signi fy that the confli ct has 

been totally resolved and that the consequence would be so bad to any actor that may resume 

conflict. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Conclusions 

Over centuries, conflict has been studied by several scholars but a systemati c study has been 

possible only in the twentieth centuri es . Many scholars tried to define conflict however; they did 

not manage to obtain an exhausti ve definition of the phenomenon. Further, they have produced 

various classifications point ing to different sources of conflicts. Further more, they managed to 

address different traditiona l mechanisms of confli ct reso lution. Hence, thi s is for the reason that, 

conflict occurs differentl y between different groups in different situations. 

Therefore, the situati on under whi ch conflict occurs provides suitable way for its appropriate 

definition and different approaches would be used for its resolution. Generally, the case stud ies 

have clearly shown that Jikany Nuer in Gambella have been competing over Scarce Resources: 

putting forwards the Scarcity of Ri verine Lands; Insufficiency of Water Sources; Limited Sites for 

Pasture and Grazi ng and the Violation of Bride Wealth Cattle Handling Procedures. 

From the cases it is cl ear that the objects of the struggle are scarce resources such as: ri verine 

Lands, water and pasture, and the fa il ure of effective bride wealth management. 

Cases of Nuer confli cts in Gambella have shown that traditional groups have been violently 

competing over scarce resources such as scarce riverine lands; insufficient wate r sources; limited 

pasture and grazing sites and the violati on of bride wealth cattle handli ng procedures in consonan t 

with the Nuer value. Further, ri verine land is the land type over which there is more competition 

between clans. Simi larly, uneven distributive pattern of arable land in Gambell a produces a 

relative scarcity of producti ve land fo r the Nuer and at the same time. accelerates group 

competition for a dominant stake on the limited land. The Nuer populati on standi ng as the highest 

population in Gambe ll a since the ea rl y 1990s undoubtedly shows that the scarcity of riverine lands 

aggravated the Nuer clans' competition over the scarce land in Gambella. 

54 



Likewise, the emerged excessive desire to se lf owning of properties in adverse effects of others is 

al so a tri ggering factor for Nuer conflict. Further more, the majority of the Nuer disputes however, 

usually ari se during the season of alluvial soi l cultivation on the banks of the river. This 

cu ltivation takes place when the water recess to rivers, usuall y in October and November. 

Dispute cases between Thiang and Ciengchany, Thiang and Cieng Reng and a part of dispute 

between Ciengnyajani and Thiang proved thatcompetition over dry cultivation Land is one of the 

justifiable sources of Nuer inter clans' conflicts in Gam bella. The confl ict between Gaaj iok and 

Gaaguang tribal groups, where its immediate cause is cattle robbery is associated to have its root 

on the sholiages of pasture within those localities. It holds true also in the case of Thiang and 

Ciengnyajani , where by Ciengnyajani claimed water use in Thiang dominated territory. 

The Nuer intra-group conflicts encompass influential factors that have been contributing to its 

escalation. According to the participants the major ones are as foll ows : The impacts of Alwero 

Damp on Makuey area localities and the intensified civ il war in Southern Sudan in the early 1990s 

on the economic lives of the Nuer in Gambella. 

The state of conflict among the Nuer clans in Gambella imposed devastating effects on the 

livelihood of invo lved actors. Some of the maj or effects ofNuer clans' violent confl icts are : 

Deaths and destructions; drain on resources ; displacement of clans; increased probabi lity of future 

confli ct and the territorial changes acknowledging the displacement of village residences in the 

Nuer land. An assessment of the cases of confli cts among the Nuer clans in Gambella clearl y 

showed more deaths that have been incurred (over, 676); more destructions of community villages; 

great lost of material properties , huge lost of own possess ions referring to cattle wealth and others. 

In the same token, a number of clans' sections have been di splaced away from their residentia l 

villages and lived wi ldly in strange areas were by they were constrained with insufficient 

culti vations ; limited pasture and grazing spaces and the shortages of other necessary social 

services. Similarly, consistent drains of material and human resources have been consequent ly 

encountered in Nuer land due to clans' conflicts among the Nuer in Gambella. 
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5.2 Recommendations 

Depending on data analysis, it is understandable that the root cause for the Nuer clans' violent 

conflicts in Gambella, generally came in to picture due to competi ti on over scarce natural 

resources. Confli cts circle around limited economic resources such as limited culti vation lands, 

insuffic ien t water and pasture and the excessive violations of bride wea lth handling procedures in 

line with the Nuer standards of affairs. Therefore, the public authorities should va lue the 

foll owing recommendations in order to stabilize the conflict situations with in the Nuer clans in 

Gambe lla . 

• ;. The pol itical authority should design strategic policy on democracy and governance that 

focuses on peace and stabil ity for communities in conflicts and at the same time, should 

supervise the execution of those policy programs. In the premise of des igned strategic 

policies the authority needs to put forward participatory approach among the Nuer clans as 

an effecti ve mechanism to resolve clans' di sputes at grass root level. 

.;. Skillful Nongovernmental organizations, civic societies and religious communities should 

be encouraged to participate in peace and development programs for communi ties in 

di sputes. Government authorities should encourage those groups or individuals through 

creating conducive environment in order to execute their responsibilit ies effective ly. 

Similarly the concerned authority should pledge an adequate support to those agents in 

terms of providing sufficient security, finance, expertise and other human resource 

acti vities . 

• ;. Capacities of Nuer traditional institutions (fore instant legal enti ti es and other related 

organs) demands to be strengthened tlu'ough trainings so that they would be skillful and 

effecti ve in executing confli ct resolution among the Nuer in Gambe ll a. Nuer standards of 

affairs need to be revised and modified inline wi th the modern ways o f affairs. In thi s 

regard , the Nuer customary laws need to be rev ised and improved so that rul es and 

regulati ons shall have biding effects on the verdict. 
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.:. In relation to the shortage of water in Makuey Area in particular, as it is one of the ex ternal 

factor for the escalation of conflicts mainly between Ciengnyajani clan aga inst other 

communities residing along the Bara ri ver, it is therefore, advisab le that, the regional 

authori ty should revise its poli cy on Alwera damp . 

• :. And the Nuer community at large should play initiative roles to independent ly reso lve 

thei r disputes in harmony. 

57 



References 

Alem I-iaptu (2004): Ethnic Pluralism as an Organizing Principle of the Ethiopian 

Federation.,Kluwer Academic Publ isher the Nether Lands. 

Anyidoho k (i 997): Lessons from Peace keeping Operations, Motala,Grafiska, Sweden. 

Bezuneh Beyene (2004): Conflict in Gambella and its Implications for Ethio-Sudan Relation, MA 

Thesis, Addis Ababa, Addis Ababa University. 

Chuol Gew (2005): the Toot causes of intra- Nuer Conflicts and Possible Transformation a case of 

Nuer in galllbe lia, un pub li shed. 

Cunningham G. William (1998): Conflict Resolution A Case of Ireland, MA Thesis the University 

of Auckland . 

Dejene Gemechu (2002): Aspects of Conflict and Conflict Resolution among Waliso Oromo of 

Eastern Mecha: MA Thesis, Addis Ababa, Addis Ababa University. 

Dereje Feyissa (2003a): Ethnic Groups and Conflict, The Case of Anywaa-Nuer Relations in 

Gambella Region, Western Ethiopia" PhD dissertation, submitted to Maltin Luther 

University, Halle, Germany. 

Dereje Feyissa (2003b): Land and The Politics of Identity, The Case of Anywaa-Nuer Relations' , 

Paper Presented at the International Conference on 'Competing Juri sdictions ; Settling Land 

Claims in Africa', Vrij e Universiteit, Amsterdam . 

Dereje Feyissa (2004): Etlmic Federalism: The Experience of Gambella Regional State. Paper 

presented at the Seminar on Ethnic Federalism, Addis Ababa, Addis Ababa University. 

Dereje Fcyissa (2006): Decentralization as Ethnic Closer with Special Reference to a Declining 

Negotiated Access to Natural Resources in Western Ethiopia. Journal of Africa 

Development, Council for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa, Vo l. 

xxx i. No 2. 

Duany Wal (1992): Neither Palaces Nor Prisons, The Constitution of order among the Nuer, PhD 

Dissertation, Indiana University Microfilm International. A be ll & Howell information 

Company USA. 

E.E, Evans-Pritchard (1940): Kinship and Marriage among the Nuer, Manchester Uni versity Press , 

UK. 

58 



Evans-Pritchard (195 I a): Kinship and Marriage among the Nuer. Oxford University: Clarendon 
Press. 

Evans-Pritchard (195Ib): Some Futures and Forms of Nuer Sacrifice. "Africa", Vo l. 21. NO.2 
(April). 

Galtung J. (1990): Cultural Violence, Journal of Peace and Research Vol. 27, No.3. 
Galtung J. (996): Peace by Peaceful means, Peace and Conflict Development and Civili zation , 

London, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 

Ghai Yoa (2000): Autonomy and Ethnicity, Negotiating competing Claims in Multi ethnic states, 
Cambridge University Press. 

Henze P (2001): Horn of Africa from War to Peace, LondonlNew York Macmillan. 
Horowitz D. (1985): Ethnic Groups in Conflict, Los Angles, University of California, USA. 
Howell P.P (1970): A Manual ofNuer Law, Negro University Press. USA. 
Hutchinson Sharon (1996) : Nuer Dilemma Coping with Money, War and the State. New York , 

Berkely University of California Press . 

Jal G. G. (1987): The History of Jikany Nuer, PhD Dissertation, History Department. School of 
Oriental and African Studies, University of London. 

Johnson, Douglas: (1980): History and Prophecy among the Nuer of the Southern Sudan, Ph .D. 
Disseliation. Los angles, Graduate school, Department of History, University of California, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan and London Uni versities Microfilms International. 

Markakis John (1987) National and clans conflict in the Horn of Africa, ed. john Markaki s, 
London, New Jersey Zed books ltd . 

Markakis John (1990): National and clans conflict in the Horn of Africa, ed. john Markakis, 
London, New Jersey Zed books ltd. 

Markakis John (1994): Ethnicity and Confli ct In the Horn of Africa, Katsuyosh i and john 
Markakis, London James Currey. 

Meheret Ayenew (200 I): Decentralized Municipal Management in Ethiopia, A rapid appraisal of 
fi ve Municipalities in Et hiopia, Paper Presented to World Bank. 

Peter Lam (2001): Investment Promotion in Gambella A case Study of Private Sectors. (BA) 
Senior Essay Submitted to Ethiopian Civi l Service College. 

Subow R (2007). httpiiwwwdissannemen.un.orgicabismall anns statementingoippdf 

S9 



(2002): The Revised Constitution of Gambella. 

Vogt A (1997) Confli ct Reso lution and Peace Keeping, the organi zation of African Unity. Motala 
Grafiska, Sweden. 

60 



Appendixes 

Questions for Focus Group Discussions 

1. What do you think could have been the malll cause for your opponents of 

attacking your village (s)? 

2. Could you list the consequ ences inflict by the state of conflict III the lively 

hood of your cla n s? 

3. Starting from th e time of dispute till 2005, how often did your opponents 

attack your village-specify the years in details. 

4. How did you with your opponents tried to work out su ch incidents in order to 

have reconcile your clans' hostilities? 

5. Could you please list the main connections/commonly shared services 

between your group and your opponents? 

6. Could you mention the types of weapons which were used by your opponents 

in fighting? 

7. From where could you think they would acquire weapons? 

8. And how did they get weapons? 

9. Cou ld you please s how the total figure of your village members who lost their 

lives during the clash es so fa r between the years till 2005? 

10. Could you figure out h ow many casualties/wounded people of your clan 

during the periods of clash es? 
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11. What is the total number of cattle fixed for blood compen sation of individual 
homicide? 

12 . How many cattle did you fix for fractured borne of a wounded person? 

13. Could you figure out the total number of cattle raided in your village smce 
the beginning of the dispute till 2005? 

14 . Could you mention the total number of cattle contributed by your village 
members for blood com pensation of a homicide? 

15 . Describe Connections or commonly sh a red services with your opponents? 

16 . Discu s if your clan did encounter any problem during the erupted 
Disintegration of the SPLA/M along with the down fall of the Derge in 

1991? 

17. Could you explain how much the Nuer clan s' conflic ts h ave affected you 
community's life? 

18. Discuss the roles of traditiona l leaders, elder group s, church councils civic 
societies and youth groups were very important in dispute settlements in your 
community? 

19. How would you the effects of conflicts on the life of Minority groups including 
women and children, the old, disabled and physically impaired persons with in 
you r clan? 

20 . Describe the a ffects of the Nuer clans' conflicts on th e execution of public 
services in your vi llage? 

62 



2l. What are the roles of Bunamni/ Nuer power groups/ in the Nuer clans' 

violen t conflict? 

22 . Expla in how conflicts are resolved in your communities and what are the 

traditional mechanisms often used in your communities during the process of 

conflict resolution? 

23. Explain the traditional role of a leopard ship or a n ear th cu stodia n in 

resolving conflict among the Nuer clans? 

24. In relation to traditional conflict relation m echanism in your community 

explain how rituals a ffect the process of conflict resolution in your community? 

25. How could you describe the s tate of conflicts among the Nu er clans 

generally, in rela tion to present economic livelihood of the Nuer ethnic group in 

Gambella? 

" I 
I 
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