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Abstract 

The purpose of this study was to determine the types and prevalence of psychological 

problems presented to witches and proposcd solutions. To achieve these objectives, data 

were collected from some s e1ectcd individuals who have gone and consulted witches. In­

depth interview were held wi th all the respondents using interview guide. In addition data 

was served from Dessie Ilighcr Court and from Dessie Police Station. The participants 

were purposefully select cd and the data werc analyzed qualitatively. 

An effort was made to probc in to witchcraft belief in the culture within which it 

operates, types, prevalence or psychological problems presented to witches, solution 

methods. The result of the present study shows that witch is often considered as, a wise 

person, who is an expcrt in making herba l remedies, and who possessed the ultimate 

remedies of all human problems. Witchcran is mainly considered as a positive cultural 

tradition and an easy explanation of the ill s of life. The result revealed also that the local 

people consult witches for every type of' health problems looking for solution; wishing to 

harm or to make others suiTer li'om misfortunes or diseases looking for charms or spells; 

to find shortcuts to the social , personal , and emotional perfection they are seeking. 

Witches are also found to be seen in time of conflict and disagreement between closest. 

The result of this investi ga tion also revealed that the use of herbs, magic charms and spell 

casting, forecasting or forete lling, caring out dua, and getting peoples in to an oath were 

found to be witches methods used to so lve problems presented to them. The result also 

revealed that witchcraft belicl' was found to be the sources of complex and wide spread 

problems with significant psychologica l and social effects on the society. 

Finally, on the bases of the research findings , the following recommendations have been 

made: an enlightened reli gion. education, medicine and better social and racial conditions 

will helps to abolish the beliel·. The local peoples should make more use of social and 

legal mechanisms for settling their di sputes. They should devote themselves to faith in 

God, education and hard work to realize one's full potential, and in addition the 

government has to enforce strong legal sanctions on witchcraft practitioners. 

II 

i 



Acknowledgment 

I wish to acknowledge m)' indebtedness to m)' advisor Ato Dame Abera. I would like to 

acknowledge Yenenesh lemma that made thc secretarial task much easier than it would 

otherwise have . been. I would like also to acknowledge Fesseha Zewge and Tamrat 

Zelalem for the ir generous hel p. 



Abstract 

The purpose of this study was to determine the types and prevalence of psychological 

problems presented to witches and proposed solutions. To achieve these objectives, data 

were collected from some s elected individuals who have gone and consulted witches. In­

depth interview were held wilh al l the respondcnts using interview guide. In addition data 

was served from Dess ie II ighcr Court and hom Dessie Police Station. The participants 

were purposefully selected and the data wcre analyzed qualitatively. 

An effort was made to probe in to witchcraft belief in the culture within which it 

operates, types, prevalcncc 01' psychological problems presented to witches, solution 

methods. The result o f thc prescnt study sho ws that witch is often considered as, a wise 

person, who is an expert in mak ing herbal remedies, and who possessed the ultimate 

remedies of all human problems. Witchcraft is mainly considered as a positive cultural 

tradition and an easy explanation of thc ill s of life. The result revealed also that the local 

people consult witches for evcry type o f' hcalth problems looking for solution; wishing to 

harm or to make others su ITe,. 1',.0111 misfortuncs or diseases looking for charms or spells; 

to find shortcuts to the socia l. personal , and emotional perfection they are seeking. 

Witches are also found to be secn in time of conflict and disagreement between closest. 

The result of this investigalion also revealed that the use of herbs, magic charms and spell 

casting, forecasting or forclelling, caring out dua, and getting peoples in to an oath were 

found to be witches mcthods used to so lvc problems presented to them. The result also 

revealed that witchcraft belicl' was found to bc the sources of complex and wide spread 

problems with significan t psychological and social effects on the society. 

Finally, on the bases of' the research findings, the following recommendations have been 

made: an enlightened re li gion . education, medicine and better social and racial conditions 

will helps to abolish the beliet'. The loca l peoples should make more use of social and 

legal mechanisms for settling thei r di sputes. They should devote themselves to faith in 

God, education and hard work to reali ze one 's full potential , and in addition the 

government has to enforce sl rong Icgal sanctions on witchcraft practitioners. 

I 
I 



Ta ble of Contents 

Page No. 

Acknowledgment .. ... .................................................................... ........ .... ... ......................... . I 

Abstract. ............................. .. ........ ....................................... ................ ..... .... ..... .. ........ ... ....... II 

List of table ....................... ... ..... ........ ......... ......... .................... ............. ............................. ... III 

CHAPTER ONE ....... .... ... .. .......... .. .................................. ...... ......................................... ...... I 

INTRODUCTION ............. ... .................................. ... ................ .. ... ..... .. ... .... ... .... ................. I 

I. I. Background of the Study ........ .. ....... .. ....... .. ................... .... .... ......... ....... .................. I 

1.2. Statement of the problem ......................................... ..... .. ....... ... ......... .. .......... ....... ... 6 

1.3. Research questi on ............................................. .. .................. .. ...... ... .. ...................... 8 

104. Purpose of the study ..... .......... ....... ............................. ............................... ... ......... .. 8 

1.5. Sign ifi cance of the study ...................... ........................... ... .. ... ...... ............. ............. 9 

1.6. Deli mitation .... ...... ... .... ..... .... .......... ....... .. .... ..... ....... ................................. ... ........... . 9 

1.7. Limitation ............... ... ........................... .......................... .... ......... ... ......................... 10 

CHAPTER TWO ............... ................................... ........ ... ... .. ........... ............ ........................ I I 

LITRATURE REV IEW .... ... ......... .................................................. ... ... .... ......... .. ... ............. II 

2. 1. Defini tion .. ....... ... ... ....................................... ....... .. ..... ... .. ... .. ..... ... .. .. ........... ........... I I 

2.2. The Spread of Witchcraft Belief ........................ ..... .................... ....... .... ................. 13 

2.3. Interpretations about the Functi on of Witchcraft Belief.. .... .. .................................. 16 

2.4. Alleged practices .. ....... ............... ..... ....... ........... ....... ............. .. ............................... 19 

2.5. Magic Circle ................................... .......... ............................................................. . 19 

2.6. Spell casting ............ ....... .... ........ ... .... ... ........... ....... ....... ........ ... .......... .. ........ .. ......... 20 

2.7. Conj uring the dead .... .. .... ... ....... ....... ....... ..................................... ...... ........ ... ....... .. 2 1 

2.8. Motivation behi nd the practice of witchcraft ................................... .. .................. ... 21 

2.9. Social and psychologica l prob lems related with the bel ief.. .. ....... ............. .. ........... 23 

CHAPTER THREE ........ ... ......... ............ ................................................................... ........... 26 

METHDOLOGY ... ... ........ ..... .. ...... ... .. .. .... ....... ................... ..... ... ..... .. ...... ............ .. ..... .... ...... 26 

3. 1. Design ... ........ ........ ... ........ ... ..... .................................... ........... ... ..... ... ............ ............... 26 

3.2. Population and Sample ............ .. .......................... .. ........ .. ........ .. ........... .. ....................... 26 

3.3 Sampling Techniq ue ..... ..... ...... .. ....... ... ................ . , .............................. .......................... 27 

304 Data Gathering Instrument ........................ .. ............................ ......... .. ....... ...... .. ............ 27 

3.5 Procedure of Data Collection ....................... ................ .. ......... .. ......... ............................ 28 

3.6 Procedure of Data Analys is ............. .. ................. .. ....... .. ... ................ .. ....... ............. ....... 29 

CHAPTER FOUR .................................................. ........... ... ................................................ 3 I 

RESULT ..... ............................................. ............................. ............. ................................... 31 

4.1. Genera l Profi le of Respondents' ... ....................................... .. ............................ ......... .. 32 

4.2. Major features witchcraft be lief in the commun ity ........... ....... .......... ..... ............. ......... 33 



4.2 .1. Witch Ctenkuway') .. ....... .......... ... ...... .. ........ .. .................... .. ................... .. .......... 33 

4 .2.2. Witchcraft ...... .......................... .. ............ ..... ........ ...... .... ............... ........... ............... 34 

4.2.3. Underlined reasons why people eonsuli witches .......... .. ................. .. ......................... 35 

4.2.4. Major witchcraft fea rs ...... ............................................ ........................ .......... .. ... 36 

4.2.5. Palti c ipants views concerning witcherafi bel iefs .... ..... .... .................................. ...... ... 38 

2.3. Probl ems peopl e prescJ1l to witchcs .. . ........ ...... .... ..... ......... ........ ................ ....... 39 

2.4. The witches' method .... ...... ..... ... .... . . ................. .. .................. ... ... .. ............... .. ... .... 42 

2.5. RepOited outcomes ofwilcltcraft belief ....... .. .......... .. ............. .... .. .. .............. ............. .. 44 

C HAPTER FIVE .... ...... . ............................... ..... .. .. .... ..................... ........ ................... 47 

DISCUSSION ........... ....... ..... ... ... ..................... .. ......... .. ................ ..... ......... .............. ... ..... . 47 

5. 1. Witchcraft be liefs) ...... ......... .. .. ................ ... .... .. ..... ..................... .... .................. 47 

5. 1.1. Witch (Tenkuway) .............................. ........................................... .. ...... ..... 48 

5.1.2. Witchcraft (Tin kuli na) ........................................................ ... .... .... ..... .... .. .... 49 

5. 1.3. Underlining reasons 1,,1' invo lvement in witchcraft .... ........ .................................. 50 

5. IA. Maj or witchcral1 /Cars .. ............................ .. .. .. ...... .. .. .. .. .. ....................... 51 

5. 1.5. Conceptions about witehcrafi ........................ .... ........................ .. ........... ............ 53 

5.2. Prob lems People Consult to Witches ........................................................ .. .. ... ............. 55 

5.3. T he Witches' Methods. .. ............................... .. .. .. ........ .. .................................. 57 

5.3. 1. Dua .......... .. ............... .. ............................. .. ........ ...................................... 57 

5.3.2. Magic Charms and Spe ll (';!Sti ng 

5.3.3. Herbal Medicine 

5.3.4. Forecasting and Foretell ing 

....... ........... ..... ... ... ..... .. .... ..... ..... .... .. ... ... 57 

.......... .. ....... ......................................................... ... 58 

........ .. ... ........ ............ ................... ................ 59 

5.3.5. Oath ....................... ........ ....... .. ... .... ..... .. ...................................... ........ 59 

5.4. Observed Problems .... ............ ............... ... ............................. ....... .... .... .. .. .... ................ 59 

5.4. 1. Psycho-Soc ial Problems 

5 A.2. Economic Problems .... 

.... .. ........ .. ................... .. .......... .. .................................... 60 

............................................................................ .. ....... ... ... 61 

5A.3. Health Related Problems .................................................................... .. .... ...... ... 61 

CHAPTER SIX ................... ........ ... .. .......................................... ........... ... ... ...... ... ... .... ...... .. 63 

SUMMERY, CONCLUTI0 1\ /\1\ 1) RECOMMENDATlOS ................ ... .. .... .... ................. 63 

6.1 . Summery .... .... .. ... .. ............ .... ........ .. .... ..... ................................ 63 

6.2 Conclu sion ............ .... .. ........ .. .... .. .. ...... .. ...... ... .. ................................................. 66 

6.3. Recommendations 

Reference ...................... .. 

Appendixes ............ ...... .. 

....................... .................................. ....... 67 

....................................... .. ......... .... ..... ..... III 

. ... ...... .................. ......... ... ..... .... ............... .. ......................... VI 

I 

I 



List of tables 

Table I: General profi le of Respondents ........ ...... ........... ................. ..... ......... ... ....... ... ........ 32 

III 

I 

J 



CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background of the Stud y 

Belief in witchcraft and by consequencc witch-hunt, are found in many cultures 

worldwide today mostly in Sub-Saharan Africa (e.g. in the witch smeller in Bantu 

culture), and historicall y nOlably in earl y modern Europe of the 14th to 18th century, 

where witchcraft camc to bc secn as a vast di abolica l conspiracy against Chri stianity, and 

accusations of witchcraJi led 10 large-scale wi tch-hunts, especiall y in Germanic Europe 

(Baroja, 1964, p. 27 1). 

The practice of witchcral'l has long hi sto ry in Europe. Heri s (2009), taking new 

archaeo logical di scoveries. notcd that the origin o f wi tchcraft belief could be even be 

traced back to the Palaco lilh ic peoplc. Similarly, Dushu (2001) mentioned that, the 

concept of medieval witchcran many of its clement even before the emergence of 

Christianity . However, it becomes particu larly developed in Europe in the fourteenth to 

the eighteenth century (Feyisc lan 1989). Amo ng the Catholics, protestant, and secular 

leadership of the Europcan la iC and medieva l periods, w itchcraft being linked with the 

Devil of the Christian thcology. fear regardi ng witchcraft rose to fever pitch, and 

sometimes leads to large-scale witch-hunt s. According to Cohn (1975) , it was believed 

that a witch often joined a pact with the Dcvil to gain power to deal with in fe rtility, 

immense fear for her childrcn well -be ing or revenge against lover. In total, tens or 

hundreds of thousands or people werc executed, and others were imprisoned, tortured , 

banished and had lands and posscss ions confiscated. 



Belief in witchcraft grad uall) decl ined durin g the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 

The social conditions wh ich had favo ured its ri se, the disorder of European war, the 

epidemics, the high child mortality, the grcat unsettlement of religion and society, gave a 

better condition for the beliel' to sprcad widely. The witchcraft belief was not killed by 

inquisition and persecution . I'cnal severit y docs not easi ly destroy the belief. Indeed the 

persecution served to spread ab road the vast ideas that is sought to oppose. But it was 

enlighten and a reform cd rel ig ion that fi nal ly scotched the superstition in Europe 

(Feyisetan, 1989). 

During the past three dccadcs. North Amcrica, Europe, and Australia have witnessed 

'population explosion ' within pagal1lsm, an extraordinary proliferation of witches' 

covens that has culminated in thc foundation of the witches' international association 

with head quarters in Ne w Yo rk (Faber, 1993). Farrar (200), al so stated that many of the 

, features associated with I':uropcan witches (flying throe the air, ki lling at a di stant and 

mastering demons) crop up :tiso in othcr cu lturcs such as India and Tibet (Farrar, 2002). 

According to Crown (200 I). it has long been bel ieved that witchcraft abounds in Africa. 

Reginald Scot as cited in parrinder (1963) said , "many great and grave authors write, and 

many writers also affirms. that there are certain families in Africa which with their voice 

bewitched what so evcr thc\' praisc. In so much as if they command either plant , corn, 

in fan t, house, or any o thcr bcasts. And as Tavistock (1970) describcd, there is 

undoubtedly much simil ari tics between the activities ascribed to African witches, but 

with peculiarities of intcrprclation in dirrcrcnt localities. For example, Thomas (2002) 

documented that by the Nilc Congo, witch is bel ieved to be a substance in the body of 

witches, and that is inhe ritcd by chi ldren by their parents. They sti ll and eat the soul of 

their victims. In Bechuanaland in the South African, witches were believed to ride on 

strike or on fleas, meet in asscmhl ies, anel dance stark naked in various places and have a 

particular test of human place (c ro w, 1997). Across the other side of the continent, in 

2 



West Africa, one finds simil ar bel ief with minor variation. In Nigeria the Yoruba beliefs 

that witch are generall y women who Oy about at night and meet in secret conclave. They 

suck the blood of their vict im until they die (M uller, 2000). 

The interpretation of witchcraf't to day European and African are often cited together 

(parrinder, 1963). The witch cu lt theory of Furope is often said to have African parallel. 

However the description ,,!' witchcraft did not follow continental definitions and 

interpretation and the interpretat ion of the witch belief and their acti vities are surrounded 

by controversy (Flint, I 99 !). !!"wever Margaret cited in Ginzburg (1986) Said that the 

interpretations ofwitchcrafi there have been and still are two main schools of thoughts. 

One class accepted all the evidences placed up on the unwarranted contraction that the 

witches' activities were due tl) supe rnatural power. Witches are thought to have sold their 

soul to the devil giving him their allegiance and become hi s factor for evil. They are 

people of wide inOuencc and deep knowledge, perhaps engaged in some widespread plot 

to over through the order o! ' soc iety. 

On the other hand, the othe r class taking all evidences on hearsay 'come to' deny the fact 

into to (Ewen1 999). Th is elass argues that wi tches are individuals of "great energy" and 

of "outstanding personalit y". Witches are bel ieved to gives the authority of tradition to 

current formulas and rites. The belicfin witchcraft serves many purposes in strengthening 

kinship tie against enemies. and in chancing the power of chiefs who control the oracles. 

However, some scholars lik e Murry ( 1967) claims to occupy an intermediate position 

after making a new examination of' records of ancient European witchcraft. She believed 

that the witches actuall y pCriClI'Ill man y or the deeds ascribed to them, but not by 

supernatural power. Sim i larll. I'ritchard ( 1978) argued that a witch perform no rite, 
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utters, no spell and possess no medicine. He added that an act of witchcraft is a psychic 

act (Parrinder, 1993). Similarly. f'ield (2005) says that " witches are people mentally 

affected with the obsessions that they have the power to harm others by thinking them 

harm. To this issue the I:rcudian doctrinc of the omnipotence of thought shows that men 

imagine that they can affcc tthci r fellows, and even the course of nature (Joynes, 2001). 

The study of witchcrafl is by gone Europe , America, and modern Africa. And by far the 

best studies of witchcra n arc those that have been made of early European belief and 

those in recent years by lickl workers Parrinder (1963). In a number of tribes this belief 

has been studied at first hand cxpert scholars. And many of these publications have come 

to preach the importance and relevance of the belief to the African people. And many 

recent findings are sho wing that the concept of witchcraft as been missed interpreted and 

miss conceived in Afri ca ( ilannes, 2003). Tempol (2006) likewise holds that few 

Africans would agree with thesc sweeping conclusions. Most would say that European, 

for all their research and so .i ourn an Afi·iea, have not grasped the secret of witchcraft. 

And said that witchcran is something. which the white man is ' incapable ' of 

understanding for has nO! ·· the righ t sort of eyes". 

A study on witchcraft is particularl y interesting, because witchcraft is still practiced in 

modern world. Traditiona l hea ling in general and witchcraft belief in particular has 

attracted many researchers and several publications have been published from middle age 

to the modern times. Thought thc issue of witchcraft is extensively studied in Africa than 

other parts of the world. the study of witchcraft in Ethiopia is a resent phenomenon and 

data are relatively scarce. 

In addition, as Faber (1991. 7 1) argued, witchcraft has timeless universals features, as 

well as features arising fro m" particular culture and from a particular situation. Hence, 

the belief must be studicd in the soc ial context where it flourished and the psychological 
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and social conditions should be taken in to consideration in the study and interpretation of 

witchcraft . Thus, it secms important and reasonable to conduct a research on wi tchcraft 

in relation with types of problcms that people go with and problem so lutions by witches. 
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1.2. Statement of the Problem 

In spite of the spread of modcrni~.ation and introduction of modern medicine and scientific 

knowledge, witchcraft is still part of the traditional idea of this country, and there is little sign of 

decrease in witchcraft belie f wi th increasing education. 

The subject fasc inates the rcsearcher with that appeal with the mysterious exercise on the mind 

that, European belief in witchcraft only recei vcs its death-bellow with the spread of modern 

medicine and scientific knowl edgc. Education of course is one of the greatest panaceas of 

Africans life today regarded by millions as the cure of all ills and almost the so le means of 

personal , social, and po li tical advances . Howe vcr, the coming of education and the spread of 

modernization seems to havc done little as yet to shake witchcraft belief in our country Ethiopia 

and there is a sign that many of the educated increases their conviction in the reality of witches. 

It has been evidenced in Ethiopia in di fferent times as seen in newspapers and transmitted in 

different Media that a be li ef in witchcraft is widc spread and it has taken its toll literally in blood. 

Witch-hunts are common in our count ry and witch doctors are important member of society. 

People think and speak of witchcraft very frequcntly. It is a subject of conversation almost as 

suitable as the crops or the wcathcr. It is a usefi.d concept to many people, because it helps to 

explain things that are otherwisc di nicuit to undcrstand. Lack of success, and failure, in abi li ty to 

get promotion in office or an y strange di sease, and the like are attributed to witchcrafts. One can 

discover witchcraft's way in to varicties of pursuits that we regard as more or less normal 

expression of behavior in our culture. Most of our customary, taken for granted activities such as 

becoming involved in business working to get ri ch, and becoming involved in college, 
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understand. Lack of success, and failure, in ability to get promotion 111 office or any 

strange di sease, and the likc arc attributed to witchcrafts. One can discover witchcraft' s 

way in to varieties of p'ursui ls that we regard as more or less normal expression of 

behavior in our culture . .\Ilosl of our customary, taken for granted activities such as 

becoming involved in business wo rking to get rich , and becoming involved in college, 

express ing one's devotion 10 onc's country or party may harbor what we can term an 

element of witchery. 

After all we are living in Ihe age o f science, of empiricism, experimentation and debate. 

But in our country, experience has shown us, the ranks of the crafts are filling with 

people from all walks of lif'c Surly among these motley practitioners are some who find 

themselves unwilling 10 lakc Ihings at facc value, the motive for independence, 

adventure, imagination. heroism. soc ia l and intellectual accomplislunents, including 

economic success and shared prosperit y. If people relinquish the original object; they find 

appropriate and hea lthful'lha! becomcs cgo istic goa ls in their own ri ght, free of magical 

and narcotic solution, and cmbodying our highest standards of mental and physical 

excellence. But People join In th is party, fo r their narcissistic hop; to get rich, to defeat 

their enemies, to become involved in sciencc c.t,c. In short to find short cut to the social, 

personal , and emotional perlcction that they are seeking. In most instances, the chosen 

root is blatantly pathologica l and delusional , divo rced from the ordinary reality, absorbed 

in private world of inner objeels. and neglect the social realm and the human who in large 

measure compromise it. 

Witchcraft is fact of development , it is a threat to the welfare and development not only 

to the individuals psych hUI ol' lhe socia l rea lm as well: a good measure of the violence, 

havoc, and general suffering Ihal people ha ve had from the obsession of witching others 

(like feeling of guilt, dcpj·ession). and bewilched by others. In addition, witchcraft belief 

ultimately calls to the mind Ihat disturbed individual's development/struggle to nature 

and became full y human wilho ul re linquishing on their highest standards of mental and 
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physical excellence. Generall y witehcraJ\s arc anti social folks who go abo ut spreading 

death and trouble, causing physical harm and diseases, creates hate and tension between 

societies, and plays a spel l on their opponents, and paralyzes the work of the government 

for they are known publ ic figu res who wo rk conscious magic to the furtherance of their 

ends. 

Experience has shown thal. I·: thiopians fear and hate witch. It is a great tyranny spreading 

panic and death. Many peoplc suffer from a witch 's mania that causes death to some 

unfortunate people and terror to thousands, fo r the reason that witches are thought to be 

responsible to many misfort unc in the community. If a child dies, if men are impotent, if 

the harvest fa ils, if the call ic do not bring f(mh , if fou ls do not lay, if parents die, if family 

disorganized, in shol1 if the timc is out of joint, that is laid up on the nearest scapegoat, 

usually the witches. Ri tual Illurdcrs notorious in some part of Ethiopia are common 

which might be thought to have some connection with witchcrafts or at least the work of 

the murderer bears a rescmhlance to somc of the deeds of the witches. And it is a recent 

phenomenon that Tamrat C;cic ta and others fro m some parts of thi s country were accused 

of rape, exploiting innocent people 's money. responsible for marital conflict and to some 

people death . 

Despite witchcraft belie f is one wh ich is resu lting in great tyranny and spreading panic 

and death, the belief is strong and wide spread in this country that, there are statements 

made on many sides that a bel ief in witchcraft is spreading and appeared in many pa11s of 

this country in one form or ano thcr. It is gctting more acceptance in the larger culture that 

government accusation of wi teherafl do not secm to bear much in thi s sphere, more 

younger people are invo lved , including doctors, lawyers machinists, 

entrepreneurs, musicians and arti sts. 
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So unless government and concerned bodies take large scale measures to curb the 

witchcraft, the belief is gro wi ng fast and that the next few decades might witness an even 

more dramatic increasc in both coven membcrs and solitary practitioners. It will exactly 

what will happen in our country that many millions of people from all walks of life, will 

discover their way to witches and witchery will be one whose interpretation can be 

greatly eased by a consideration of practice believed by millions of people and which will 

be responsible for unkno wn and incalculable danger to the society. 

1.3. Research question 

• What are the most prevalent witchcraft beliefs among community members 111 

Dessie? 

• Why do local pcople go to and consult witches rather than try other alternative 

solutions to their prohlem? 

• What types of problem s do local people present to witches? 

• How do witches propose as solutions 10 the problems presented? 

• What major problems were observed in the community due to witchcraft belief? 

1.4. Purpose of the stlld~' 

The ma1l1 purpose of th is study was to determine the types and prevalence of 

psychosocial problems presented to witches and proposed solutions among some selected 

individuals who have gone and consulted witches in Desssie Town. 

In light of the questions stated III the previous section, this study had the following 

objectives. 
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1. 5. Significance of the study 

Though the issue of witchcra li is ex tensively studied in Africa than other parts of the 

world, however, there is hardly any witchcraft research activity in our country. Therefore, 

this study would contribute to knowledge building in the area. Thus these study, however, 

apart from exploring witchcrali with an eyc to disclosing its meaning in the culture within 

which it operates. It sccks to di scover what witchcraft means to the individual 

participant, their reasons, wishes, and fantasies to determine why they gravitate towards 

this cultural belief, and by doing so it shades light on the reasons that lies on an 

individual's involvemenl in the reality of witches in general and to other concerns of this 

study. It was also felt to have the following practical significance. 

Government and concerned bodies could make use of the present research information to 

guide their understanding abou t thc issue and guide policy and strategy design. More 

significantly the communi ty wo uld benefit best from this study by making use of the 

recommended strategies and use ful measures to prevent the 'dis-ease ' witchcraft causes 

on the society. Besides, it wou ld help as a springboard, or provide research based 

information, for further research ventures concerning witchcraft belief in our country. 

1.6. Delimitation 

The study was delimited in scope of area, population and sample, and variables in such a 

way that it could be manageab le to handle the research activities. 

With regard to area delimitati on, though the issue of witchcraft basically involves 

research method at a nat ional level in our country, however, due to shortage of time and 

financial resource requi red lelr conducting a research at large scale, this study was 

delimited to Dessie Town which is found in the Amhara Regional National State, South 

Wollo Administrative Zone. 
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Besides, this study was methodologicall y delimited that: with regard to population and 

sample, because the main purpose of thi s study was to determine type and prevalence of 

psychosocial problems presented to witches and proposed solutions, a sharp emphasis 

was made to individuals who had gone and consulted witches than other segments of the 

population. Of whom onl y IC w individuals were considered who were targeted through 

snow ball sampling for sensit ivity of the issue and difficulty of finding more willing 

participants. However in order to get a whole and adequate data, information were 

gathered from various segments of the population as well as various sources of 

information were consulted. 

In the case of variables, the study was delimited to the determination of types, prevalence 

of psychosocial problems and witches method. 

1. 7. Limitation 

One major limitation of thi s research was shortage of time to take detailed and continuous 

observation of the issue under investigation. As a qualitative research to have an extended 

observation of the study populat ion was required. However due to financial and time 

limitations, it was not possi ble the researcher to stay longer time in the study site . 

10 
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CI-IAI'T1m TWO 

LITRATURE REVIEW 

Few subjects can have been more misunderstood than witchcraft. Many things have passed 

under this name, which wcre nOl witchcraft al all (Parrinder 1963, p. 10). So a great deal of 

wood has to be clear bef"orc il is possible to lrcal witchcraft seriously and intelligently. And 

for this the researcher Hllempls 10 refer to some of the possible definitions made by 

different authors . 

2.1. Definitions 

The shorter English dictionary defined a male witch as a man who practices witchcraft or 

magic; a magician, sorcery. wizard' . Not very helpfully it then defines witchcraft as 'the 

practice of a witch or witches ' , amplifying his power to ' the exercise of supernatural 

power supposed by persons in league with the devil'. The female witch is called 'a 

female magician, sorceress: in the latter use specially, a women supposed to have dealing 

with the devil or evil sprits and to be able by their co-operation to perform supernatural 

acts.' But the definitions do not di stinguish enough between magic, sorcery, and 

witchcraft. 

Further, confusion is illl roduccd in ( 0 the definition of witchcraft by linking with 

spirituali sm, as some wri lers have done. This identification is made by Summer as cited 

in Parrinder (1963, p. 1 I). lie says bluntly 'Modern spiritualism is merely Witchcraft 

revived'. And again, thi s asserts, not a single phenomenon of modern Spiritualism which 

can not be paralleled in the reco rd of the witch trials and examinations. Parrinder, then 
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argues that spiritualism must be fi rml y excluded from the definition of witchcraft saying 

'spiritualism has none of the distincti ve marks of classical witchcraft' . One popular 

writer, Penne Thorne Ilughes as cited in Henrietta (2002) gave hi s description: 

witchcraft, as it emerges into Luropean hi story and literature, represents the old 

Paleolithic fertility cult. plus thc magica l idea, plus varies periods of contemporary 

religion. 

Witchcraft, in various hi storical. anthropological, religious and mythological contexts, is 

the use of certain kinds 0 I' supernatural or magical powers. Witchcraft can refer to the use 

of such powers in order to inllict harm or damage upon members of a community or their 

property. Other uses of the term distingui sh bctween bad witchcraft and good witchcraft, 

the latter involving the usc of these powers to heal someone from bad witchcraft. The 

concept of witchcraft is normally treated as a cultural ideology, a means of explaining 

human misfortune by blaming it either on a supernatural entity or a known person in the 

community (African world prcss, 2009). 

Witchcraft is also a concept stud ied by many anthropologists. Social anthropological 

interpretations were pioneercd in Pritchard' s 1967 study of 'witchcraft' among the Azande 

(Huson, 1970). By such interpretations, witchcraft accusations are seen as a means of 

explaining human misfortunc and regulating community conflicts, whereby calamities are 

blamed on someone within the commu ni ty believed capable of causing harm by 

supernatural powers. Thi s model identifies a web of functional relationships between 

malefactors; bewitched, cursed. witch identifier and healer. Those individuals who 

consciously and verifi abl y performed some physical 'bewitching' act (positive or 

negati ve) are normall y tcrmed 'so rcerers' rathcr than 'witches'; for the remainder of cases, 

the question of whether the accuscd person performed such an act or had any awareness 

of being a 'witch' is generall y treated as irrelcvant. 

12 



,. 

As in anthropology, Sco tt (2002) noted , historians see witchcraft as an ideology for 

explaining misfortune, ho we vcr thi s ideology manifested in diverse ways. 

2.2. The Spread of Witcher" ft Belief 

In the following section. the rescarchcr trics to provide a brief summery about historical 

development and the sprcad 01" witchcraft belief in the world. 

The practice of witchcrar·t has long hi story. Heris (2009), taking new archaeological 

di scoveries, noted that the or igins of our bel icf system can be traced even further back to 

the Paleolithic peoples who wo rshipped a Ilunter God and a Fertility Goddess. With the 

discovery of some cave paintings, estimated to be around 30,000 years old, depicting a 

man with the head of a stag. and a pregnant woman standing in a circle with eleven other 

people, says, " it can reasonabl y be assumed that Witchcraft is one of the oldest belief 

systems known in the world toady" . Similarly, Dashu (2001) documented that the 

concept of medieval witchc ra ft contained many of its elements even before the 

emergence of Christianit y. Thcse can be found in Bacchanalias, especially in the time 

when they were led by pri cstcss Peculiar Annia (188- 186). However, it becomes 

particularly developed in i-:urope in thc 14th to the 18th century where witchcraft comes 

to be seen as a vast dia bol ical: conspiracy against Christianity, and accusation of 

witchcraft to a large scalc- wi lch-hunt (Audrey, 1984). 

In late European times Chri stianity was engaged in an apocalyptic battle against the Devil 

and his secret army of witches. who had entercd into a diabolical pact (Drymon, 2008). In 

the twelfth century the catharsis (pure), a powerful sect that emerged opposing the church 

and the ungodly lives or many or· its leaders, were accused of flying to their assemblies 

on brooms sticks and singing songs to the devil. In the fourteenth century the Jewish 
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were charged and expelled filed fo r causing the great scourge of public plague, and eating 

unbaptized children and other vict ims in their synagogues and Sabbaths. During the 

beginning of the fourteen th century, Philip IV of France began attack on King' s Templar. 

They were accused of denying Christi an doctrines, giving homage to Satan and 

worshipping an idol called Ilarhomet (Levack, 1998). 

According to Parrinder (1963). during I;uropean late medieval period of witchcraft 

persecution, they have ri ght ly a bad conscience over the persecution of witches. Yet the 

large-scale witch-hunts were not the constant policy of the church or the society. Nevill 

(1 992) described that throughout th is timc the number of people executed for witchcraft 

varies between about 40,000 and 100,000. 

Belief in witchcraft gradually decl ined during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 

The witchcraft belief was not kil led by inquisition and persecution. Penal severity does 

not easily destroy the belie!'. Ilut it was en lightenment and a reformed religion that finally 

scotched the superstition in "uropc (S tuart, 2000). 

According to Adler, eited ill Faber (1993 , p. 12) during the past three decades North 

America, Europe and Australia have witness a ' population explosion' within paganism, 

an "extraordinary proliferation of witches' covens" that has culminated in the foundation 

of the Witches' International Association, with head quarters in New York. The most 

famous witchcraft inciden ts in the Briti sh North America were the witch trials that took 

place in Salem, Massachusetts. The Salem witch trials were a series of hearings before 

local magistrates fo llowed by county court trials to prosecute people accused of 

witchcraft in Essex, Suffol k. and Middlesex Counties of colonial Massachusetts, between 

February 1692 and May 169J(Ashgate2004). 
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Witchcraft belief and its practice seem to have been widespread in ancient Near East in 

the past. While the idea that arc known may provide some parallels to certain later 

European belief, yet there are no corporation is developed witchcraft belief as it appeared 

in to late medieval and renaissance Europe (Faber 1993). Both in ancient Egypt and in 

Babylonian it played a conspicuous part , as cx isting records plainly shows (winter, 2006). 

As Parrinder (1963 , p. I 2R) documented , witchcraft belief is an old one in Africa. But a 

striking feature of modern times is the imperative importance of many of the old cults 

and the rise of new movements. which spreads over a world area. There were never so 

many witches in the old days. Ilut new gods are arising, not necessarily Christian or 

Muslim but with a veneer 01" modern ideas covering old beliefs. Africa have been passing 

through rapidly social and indus trial revolution, added to this the growth of new costal 

and mining towns, the over crowding of housing areas, the spread of new diseases and 

the upset of modern wars· provide a fertil e ground for the spread of modern witch crafts in 

Africa 

Discussing the belief in witchcraft in the contemporary Zambian society of the late 

1980s, Ngllillbe ( 1989: 24) in his study documented that, the belief cuts across the 

spectrum of time in the past. present and indeed future in Africa'. The belief in witchcraft 

is as hot today as it was when missionaries came and at the attainment of African 's 

independence. 

As Ogunjuyigbe (2004) noted in his study, in some central Africa areas malicious witches 

are believed by locals to be the source of terminal illness such as AIDS and cancer. 

Across the other side of thc con tinent in West Africa, one finds similar belief with minor 

variation. In Nigeria the Y oruba be lief that wi tches are generally women who fly about at 

night and meet in secret conclave (Kelly 1994). Similarly people of Togo land thinks, fire 
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is said to come out of thcir lllouth, and sucks people's blood and take away their soul. 

They usually suck their own rclativcs. In Sierra Leone the Mande people that witchcraft 

is responsible for any unusual dcat hs (Parrinder 1963, p. 238). 

In contemporary Africa .. witch hunters have caused the deaths and humiliation of 

thousands in villages (TclllboI2006). Morc than 50 people were killed in two highlands 

provinces of Papua New (iuinca in 2008 for allegedly practicing witchcraft. As of 2006, 

between 25 ,000 and 50.000 children in Kinshasa, democratic republic of Congo, had 

been accused of witchcra ft and thrown out of their homes. On May 21, 2008 that in 

Kenya a mob had burnt \0 death at least 1 I people accused of witchcraft. In Tanzania in 

2008, In Gambia, about 1,000 people accused of being witches were locked in detention 

centers in March 2009 and IClrccd to drink a dangerous hallucinogenic potion (African 

world press, 20 I 0). 

Christian pastors in Nigcria havc bcen invol ved in tht: torturing and killing of children 

accllsed of witchcraft. Over the past decade, over 1000 children have been murdered with 

some being set on fire. Church pastors, in an effort to distinguish from the competition, 

establish their credentials by accusing children of witchcraft. When repeatedly asked 

about the matter, the Church has rcfused to comment (Nigeria Demographic and Health 

Survey, 1999). 

2.3. Interpretations about the Function of Witchcraft Belief 

The debate on witchcrali has a long hi story. It is a subject which has been studied by 

sociologists and other spccialists ovcr a long period of time. Their conclusions are as 

diverse as they are many. [,(Joking at some of the latest research done by some authorities 
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on witchcraft beliefs, one is immediately convinced that the subject still bristles with 

difficulties and Witchcra fi is complex and multi fa rious in its effect and function (Tembol , 

2004). Though, the interpretat ion of the witch belief and their activities are surrounded by 

controversy (Gordon and Gordon, 1992). Ilowever, in immense of wi tchcraft literature, 

there are still two argulllcnts on its function and effect, which works in a continuum 

(Middleton and Winter, 19\1S). 

Accordingly, One class suggcsted that witches are antisocial fo lks have sold their soul to 

the dev il giving him their allegiance and become his factor for evil works. To this class a 

belief in witchcraft is a' trag ic error, a fal se explanation of the ills of life in whieh 

countless innocent people has suffered. To this end, summer cited in (Notestein, 1987) 

documented that witchcs arc pcople of widc in fl uence and deep knowledge, perhaps 

engaged in some widesprcad plot to over thro ugh the order of society. 

Like in medieval and rcnaissancc Europe, in the modern world witches were not onl y 

thought to kill and eat chil drcn, or devote thcmselves to the worship of the devil , but also 

to cause barrenness, abo rtion in pregnancy. and dryness in nurturing mother (Parrinder 

1993,p. 56). Similarl y, S ogucs as cited in Crown( 1972) says that ' they dry up the milk of 

nurses and cause all manncrs 0[' ill s' of stomach and the head and the feet, with colic, 

paralysis, apoplexy, leprosy. cpi lepsy, dropsy, stranger . . . African witches today 

(Ogunjuyigbe 2004), arc accuscd of sim ilar deeds. On the continent the inquisitions firms 

the stories of child murder and canniba li sm. 

On the contrary, one fi nds the idea that witches are far from performing the evil deeds 

ascribed to them, are indi vidua ls of "great energy" and of "outstanding personality" who 

contribute to the pull o f livi ng "myth" which gives the authority of tradition to current 

fo rmulas and rites (Faber I \l \lJ, p. 22). Accord ingly, Parrinder (1963, p. 68) documented 

that, thi s class argues that it is a bel ie f that helps to interpret and canalize and the disease 
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of society. It is an easy exrlanati on of all ill s of life . They argues that the comparative 

individual of modern times. the fear of other tribes, the uncertainty of existence, all 

makes a breading ground in IVhich the ancient witchcraft belief continues to flouri sh. The 

belief in witchcraft serves mllch purposc in strengthening kinship tie against enemies, and 

enhancing the power of chic Is who controlthc oracles. 

Similarly, Faber (1993 , p. 2J) turns to the witchcraft of Freud, Roheim, and kluckhones 

to discover what psychoanal ytic says about witchcraft and he then come up with three 

important and organized pointes in supporti ng thi s class of group. First, witchcraft, in the 

broad sense, including the ligure of the witches and all the magical practices involving in 

the craft, is in extrinsicall y. powerfu lly, and unconsciously bound with early life of 

human life. Second, the behavior o f witches ' is characteristically projective, fantasy 

version of specific emoti onal and physical events that transpired in the individuals actual 

past. And third witchcraft is a way of dealing wilh repressed desires. He also portrayed 

that from the psychoana lytic perspccti ve the cu lt of witchcraft has been designed at deep 

unconscious level to undo the rea lities that attend the passing of the symbolic stage and 

the drowning of separati on and smallness. It is designs to restore the past in a fantastic, 

wish fulfilling, idealized l(lJ'Ill that rc-unites the practitioner with symbolic object and 

with the omnipotence and narcissism which accompany the before separation interplay. 

Witchcraft aims to stand reality in its head and by doing so, to erase the early traumas we 

are all obliged to experience. Similarly, confo rming this view point, Kiuckhone cited in 

Farrara (1986), come up lVith the idea Ihal Ihe existence of witchcraft serves many 

purposes: it gives mediocre pcoplc of low social standing a chance to move to the center 

of the stage and, as witches. to appear interesting and mysterious. It also allows every 

member of the society 10 ind ulge hi s forbidden aggressive and sexual fantasies with out 

inordinate of gui lty. 

However Midd leton and Winter ( 1998) di sc llsses that in African tribal communities, 

witchcraft and other closcly related practices like sorcery and magic are believed to have 
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a repertoire of functions on a continuum. On the one extreme witchcraft is believed to be 

responsible for mindless dcath and extremc social discord of innocent citizens. In hi s 

expeditions in Central Africa. Campbell (1972) documents instances in wh ich accused 

witches were tortured and killcd in the most genuine ways. Ngulube ( 1989) for example, 

discussing the belief in witchcraft in the contemporary Zambian society of the late 19805, 

concludes that witches arc troub lcmakers, people who commit anti-social acts such as 

incest, those who bum or attcmpt to burn other people's property secretly at night, and 

'those who fai l to carry out thc nccessary ritual for their dead relatives, and so on 

On the positive extreme, witches help cure ill stricken citizens and act as a positive force 

or antidote against the otherwisc debi litating fears of witchcraft (Evans-Pritchard, 1976). 

Anthropologists and other scholars assert that witchcraft helps explain the unexpected, 

the unknown, and the mysterious (raber 1993, p.8 1). It is believed also to help internalize 

and enforce strict norms that hel p create order and stability in small tribal communities 

(Ember and Ember, 1992) \~iddleton (1967) agrees with this analys is and says "Ghost 

invocation and witchcra li provide important sanctions for soc ial behavior; the 

significance of these sanct ions cannot be appreciated without a consideration of other 

mystical means of causing sickness - anccstral vengeance, cursing, breaking taboos, use 

of medicines and sorcery poisons, adverse public opinion, and so on - and also a study of 

the use of socially approved force". And according to Tembol (2004) many 

anthropologists and other schola rs have consistently emphasized the positive functions of 

the belief in witchcraft and thc role of the witchdoctor in the African society 

2.4. Alleged practices 

2.4.1 Magic Circle 
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The concept of a magic- workcr influencing another person's body or property against his 

or her will was clearly present in many cultures, as there are traditions in both folk magic 

and religious magic that ha ve the purpose of countering malicious magic or identifying 

malicious magic users. Many examples can be found in ancient texts, such as those from 

Egypt and Babylonian, where mal ieious magic is believed to have the power to influence 

the mind, body or possessions, malicious magic users can become a credible cause for 

disease, sickness in animal s. bad luck , sudden death, impotence and other such 

misfortunes. Witchcraft 01· a more benign and socially acceptable sort may then be 

employed to turn the malevo lcnee aside, or identify the supposed evildoer so that 

punishment may be carried out. The folk magic used to identify or protect against 

malicious magic users is a llen indistinguishable from that used by the witches 

themselves. There has al so existed in popular belief the concept of White witches and 

white witchcraft, which is st rictly benevolent. (waterhouse, \986). 

2.4.2 Spell casting 

Probably the most obvious characteristic of a witch was the ability to cast a spell, a 

"spell" being the word used to signi fy the means employed to accomplish a magical 

action. A spell could consist or a set of words, a formula or verse, or a ritual action, or 

any combination of thesc . The most important part of a spell is of course the energy the 

practitioner puts into it this bei ng done in a variety of ways by many different people. 

Spells traditionally werc cast by many methods, such as by the inscription of runes or 

sigils on an object to gi ve it magical powers; by the immolation or binding of a wax or 

clay image (poppet) of a person to affect him or her magically; by the recitation of 

incantation; by the performance of physical rituals; by the employment of magical herbs 

as amulets or potions; by gazing at mirrors, swords or other specula (scrying) for 

purposes of divination; and by many other means (Gomme \968). 
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2.4.3 Conjuring the dead 

Strictly speaking, "necromancy" is the practice of conjuring the spirits of the dead for 

deviation or prophesies- although the term has also been applied to raising the dead for 

other purposes. Witches still go to crossroads and to heathen burials with their delusive 

magic and call to the de vi I; and he comes to them in the likeness of the man that is buried 

there, as if he arises from death (Mansuor, 2009). 

2.5. Motivation behind the practice of witchcraft 

Under this section, the researcher documented some of the relevance of the belief there 

by determine some of the underlined motives for people to go to and consult witches. 

People join to thi s parly or movement or cu lt, not only to satisfy their narcissi stic hops 

_to get reach, invest extraordinary divorce or become involved in scientific question after 

' the truth ' but also to lind short cuts to the social , emotional, and educational 

perfectionism people arc seeki ng (Faber 1993, p. 39). To turn the same coin on to it's 

other side Zeenews, (2008 ) described that modern African societies are realigning on 

scapegoats/witches in their everyday taken l'or guaranteed behavior or activities longing 

for magical, narcotic, herbie so lutions to the dilemma of life . 

Turning in to the social characteristics of the witchcraft belief, one finds that people 

involve themselves in thi s belief' l'or one, it is a use full concept to many people, because 

it helps to explain things that otherwise difficult to understand. According to Faber (1993, 

p. 93) witchcraft has entered a mainstream of religion and philosophic thought. He 

further notices thaI wilchcrali is the philosophical framework in to which every 
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phenomenon, from chem istry to clairvoyance, from logarithmic to love, can be 

reasonably fitted. 

He further portrayed that witchcraft is a use full concept to many people, because it helps 

to explain things that otherwise difficult to understand. In the old days most mysterious 

deaths and diseases were attributed to withes. And know a day, people think any illness 

which is sudden, whose cause is mysterious or cannot be cured by modern medical 

science and technology, can only be most effectively cured by witches and witchdoctors 

For example, Aboud (1993 ) identifies several such beliefs found in rural Ethiopia. Lack 

of success, and failure, in abi lity to get promotion in office or any strange disease, and the 

like is attributed to witchcrafts. With the eventual spread of Western formal education 

and medical technology, it is 'l'cmbo's (2004) argument of his investigation, how does 

belief in witchcraft determine the African ' s understanding or conception of illness and 

well being, that witchcral't has remai ned a central cornerstone of African epistemology. 

And this is more so in the interpretation and understanding of disease and well-being. 

So many people consult witeherafts because of their suspicion that many diseases are 

caused by with deliberate malevo lent motivation and can only be cured by a witchdoctor 

or crafts . And hence peop le seck to consult witches to find explanation or cures. 

Similarly Muller (2000) , says 'when the witch-fever increases, almost any mischance can 

be attributed to the malfeasance o f witches'. In modern Africa if a child die, ifmen are 

impotent, if the harvest fai ls. iI' cattle do not bring forth, if the fouls do not lay, if the rain 

are late in coming, in short. i I' the time is out of joint then that is laid at the door of the 

nearest scapegoats, usual ly the witches. 

The belief serves as a way or means of expressing anger, hate, enmity and jealousy 

Campbell , (1989). In thi s respect Mafieo ( 1986) in Zimbabwe documented that One can 
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be a victim of witchcraft if onc is perceived by close social acquaintances as being very 

rich, too powerful, selfi sh. too arrogant and boastful, daring, has too many wives and 

children, too happy, too old. or too beautiful. And individuals being driven into 

witchcraft because, evil spirits has possessed them. These motives for witchcraft, as the 

case in traditional society. mcan that anyone can become a witch or can be a victim of 

witchcraft . 

Tembo (2004) argues in hi s study that Witchcraft will be defined as any individual 

cognition of illness in VI)hich the indiv idual strongly believes that confl ict with other 

significant close social acquaintances and relati ves in his or her life are suspected 

perpetrators. Their mot ivcs ICll" inflicting the illness may include jealousy, envy, 

consequences of infidelity. crue lty, mali ce, spirit possession, or breaking traditional 

taboos. In some cases the indi vidual 's behavior may have wronged ancestral spirits. 

Ngulube ( 1989) concluded fro m his field studies in urban and rural Zambia that there are 

up to seven motives for being a perpetrator of witchcraft; loaning, seeking revenge, 

jealousy of someone's ach icvcmcnts or wcalth , cruelty directed randomly at others, 

punishment for close relat ivcs ' wrong deeds. The central Nigerian people used witchcraft 

purposefully, to have evill11cdicinc against their enemies, often to kill their hostile 

friends and relatives, to filii down neighboring houses and injure a man (Parrinder 1963, 

p. 164). 

2.6 Social and psychological problems related with the belief 

A belief in witchcraft is far sprcad in many part of the world, in one form or another. It 

became particularly prom incnt and developed in Europe in the late middle age and 

renai ssance period. From thc time thc record of European witchcraft persecution, there 
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is a great deal of records iha! witches are accused of causing many ills of life to men. For 

example (1) many of mcdieval and renaissance witches were charged, hanged and burnet 

for such crimes like bewitching cows, coursing, di seases, hailstorms, children to have 

convulsions (Crown 1964. p. 90). 13ut it is in Africa that is now wide spread. Sti ll in 

modern Africa, belief in witehcra f1 is a grcat tyranny spreading panic and death . And 

today African witches arc accused of similar deeds of European medieval and renaissance 

period (Ember, 1993). 

Parrinder (1963, p. 15) described that 13elief' in witchcraft is one of the greatest fear from 

with mankind has suffered . To most Africans the subject is one of life and death. For 

example in Nigeria, the largest i\ frican statc, and one of the most advanced, suffered 

from a witch mania that caused death to some unfortunate peoples and terror to thousands 

And concludes that an ything which hclps to explode this dangerous belies should be 

welcomed both by ruler and pcople. 

Middleton and winter (199H) in their research Witchcraft and Sorcery in East Africa 

observed that witches cause illness and kill his fellows by blowing harmful medicine 

towards them; by putting po ison in hi s victim's food , drink or tobacco; or by concealing 

the poison or the poisonous objects on a path where the victim will pass. Murray (1967) 

also complaining about mcthod the drug applicator of witchcraft of administering poison, 

namely, by inhalation; and says " thi s is the worst kind of poison, for by reason of 

psychopathologists, IS th at of interfering with normal sexuality and producing 

impotence" . 

Kell y (199 1) further dcscri bed that Pcople in modern Africa have suffered from the 

obsess ion that they arc bcing bewitched or becoming a witches. They experience anxious 

state witch ranges from phys ical sickness, a wasting di sease, or vivid nightmare which 

plague the suffer and worrying experiences might range from trouble dreams to simple 
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indigestion. To this, Marieo (1986) portrayed that the fear Witchcraft can cause injury to 

persons or property or do psychological harm to those who believe that others are 

bewitching them. Poison or poisonous objccts or even harmless root placed on a path or 

in someone's home can causc psychosomatic illness. He also observed that among the 

Shona and Ndebele people Ihere are many instances of persons who have become sick as 

a result of being convinccd Iha l they have been so bewitched. 

It is a general sociological or anthropo logical observation that belief in witchcraft in its 

multifarious forms is a valid manifestation of a nation's backwardness. Belief in 

witchcraft is always accompan ied by poverty, rampant disease, groundless hatred , fears 

and the like - evils that relard national de velopment and progress (new African 1993). 

Similarly Matico (1993) in his witchcraft study in Zimbabwe conclusion that, Zimbabwe 

and many other developing countries should free themselves from the shackles of 

witchcraft-phobia, which rela rds the thrust or national development programmers. 

In the Third World, witcherali belief created certain bewildering phenomena like anx iety 

and stress to the individual and social strains and tensions within the communi ty (Ember 

and Ember, 1993). In the same vain Ngulubc (1989:24) portrayed that, witchcraft can 

only be explained as an allem pt by 'Africans and other "primitive" cultures' to explain 

'evil of all sorts such as .iealousy, envy, cruelty, status competition, hatred towards a 

successful neighbor, and so on' Accordingly, among the Mende of Sierra Leone Douglas 

(1983), observed in his research that the witch-craze arises from an attempt to explain 

ev il of all sorts such as jealousy, envy, cruelty, status competition, hatred towards a 

successful neighbor, and so on. He then conclude that, witchcraft accusation often 

emanate from quarrels. I r quarrelling People could be fu ll y reconciled, witchcraft charges 

wou ld not arise. And the beliel' has an adverse effect for the majority and witchcraft must 

be eradicated before it eradicalcs our national developmental efforts Saying, "This is why 

countries which hold strongly 10 beliefs in witchcraft are poor, starving, and generall y 

illiterate" . 
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c. 

CHAPTER THREE 

METHODOLOGY 

3.1. Design 

The major objective of th is study was to access the types and prevalence of psychosocial 

problems presented to wi tches ancl proposed solution. Thus, for the study which strives to 

explore and understancl the nature and fea tures of witchcraft beli ef, qualitati ve research 

was fo und to be appropriate. To th is, Patter as cited in Meron(2006) stated that qualitative 

research is an explorati on. elaborati on and systematization of the significance of an 

identified phenomenon. Marria( 1988) al so explained that in qualitative research one is 

interested in process, meani ng and understand ing. As a result, it could suffice to use 

qualitative method. 

3.2. Population and Sample 

This study was conducted in Dcssic town on some selected individuals, who have gone 

alid consulted witches. Dessi e, Southcrn Wollo province, is fo und in the Amhara 

Regional State. It is aboLl t 40 I km north of Addi s Ababa. The reasons fo r selecting the 

study site (Dessie) in rel ation to the rescarch problem were: (I) on the researcher' s 

experience and observati on that a belief in witchcraft is very wide spread in the 

community and it has taken its toll litera ll y in every body's blood, (II) Deep-rooted 

interest to investigate the problem and comc up with solutions for the community where 

the researcher grew up, and (III ) the researcher's good relation with and knowledge of the 

community. Though, the re might have been great number of community members who 
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would have consulted a witch or witches in Dess ie, however, this study was conducted on 

seven individuals. 

3.3. Sampling techniquc 

As a matter of fact subjects ol"thi s type were often hard to find, and if possible they might 

not take at ease to be cooperative because witches work in secret for the reason that they 

are thought to be often rcsponsible for many misfortunes in the community, and people 

go to and consult witches secretl y not to be subjected or liable to hate and accusation of 

witching relatives or a ncar by neighborhood. And because this study takes a sharp and 

central concern to individuals who have gone and consulted witches, the researcher was 

forced to employ snow ball sampling which could permit him to contact and gather 

information from subject s who wcre cooperative. 

3.4. Data gathering instrumcnt 

Because this research is a case study type, which is categorized under descriptive 

research design, interview and document data analysis were found to be appropriate data 

collection tools. 

After careful review of the related literature on the bases of the objectives and research 

questions, a carefully designed open ended question was developed suitable for 

qualitative interview in such a way that their response was able to elicit/produce answers 

for each of this research objective. The interview question was designed in English and 

translated in to Amhari c and then translated back to Engli sh to insure that the original 

meaning was maintained. 
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3.5. Procedure of data collection 

Field data and data fi'o m literature were collected through three phases: Primarily, 

comprehensive information was collected from the existing literature. Secondly, the 

researcher collected first hand information directly from subjects of this study. And 

finally additional data was col lected from Dessie Higher Courts and Dessie Police 

Stations concerning observed prob lems resulted from the community's witchcraft beliefs. 

To serve the purpose or methodological triangulation, data for this research were 

collected from various sources and attempt was made to crosscheck the reliability of this 

research tools as well as the data collection. To this effect, the following sources of data 

were included in data collection. 

From Individuals who have gone and consulted a witch or witches. 

Because this study takes a central focus in determining types and prevalence of 

psychosocial problems presented to witches and proposed solutions, due emphasis was 

given for information collcctcd rrom people who have gone and consulted witches. With 

regard to getting the research participants, first contact and establishment of rapport or 

trust with significant community members(like kebele personals, and local sheiks) was 

made two weeks before data co llection, who were believed to have a good knowledge 

and relation with the surrounding community. Then these individuals were briefed and 

hence knowledge and understanding was built on them about the purpose and 

significance of this study by the researcher. 
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Following this, arrangemcnts were madc in order to conduct interview and the 

participants ' response to each of the interview question was recorded through a tape 

recorder. Concerning on how the interview was handled, the researcher was involved in 

an in formal conversatio n with thc respondents while maintaining a tone of 'friendly' 

chat while trying to remain close to the guidelines of the topic of inquiry in mind. The 

interview was started by breaking the ice with general questions and gradually moving on 

to more specific once, whil c also as conspicuously as possible asking questions intended 

to check the veracity of statcments made by thc respondents. 

From Dessie Higher Police Station and Dessie Higher Court. 

Information was sought in relat ion with crimes or aggressions resulted from witchcraft 

belief and related problems which bear to the work of the witches from Dessie Higher 

Police Station and Dessie II igher Court. 

3.6. Procedure of data analysis 

The researcher employed a qua litative model in analyzing the research information. Up 

on the completion of the rescareh proposal, the data collection as final product was 

approached or compiled and the actual data was available the researcher involved with 

the following linked and interactive sub processes as follows; 

I. In the first place, the researcher organ ized and prepared the potential universe of 

data for analysis: by transcribing tape-recorded interviews, arrange documented 

information, and sorting thc data in to different types depending on the source of 

information. 
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2. Next, the researchcr dcvcloped catcgories/titles using the research questions under 

which the research data will bc sorted. 

3. And then, the rescarcher read all the transcribed data again and agaIn and 

assembled the data bclonging to each category. 

4. Developed a detail ed description or categories in such a way that it could permit 

to draw meaning, conclus ions, and rccommended action. 

5. Finally, the researcher developed an interpretation of the data and derived 

meanings couch cd from the individual understanding that the inquirer brings to 

the study from hi s/her cul ture, experience, history, and with information gleaned 

from existed witeherali literature. 
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CHAPTIm FOUR 

RESULT 

This section of the research report prescnted the result of thi s investigation. As indicated 

earlier, the major intent or this study was to probe in to witchcraft beliefs, type, 

prevalence of psychosocia l problcms presented to witches, and the witches' methods in 

the culture/community where this study thi s research was conducted. Accordingly, the 

study was designed to answcr fo ur research questions which were mentioned before. In 

an effect, eleven intervi ew qucstions which were carefully developed to elicit responses 

to each of the research question were forwa rded to the research individual interviewee. In 

add ition, information was sought fro m secondary sources in relation to some concerns of 

thi s study to supplement the data co ll ected through interview. The data collected in 

views of these research questions have been analyzed qualitatively. Thus, the transcribed 

research data was presented in a fash ion that: five major categories, which were 

developed on the bases 0[' the research questions, were taken as titles to present the resu lt 

of this investigation within which information collected for thi s research addressing that 

particular issue/category i,vas sorted. 

• General profil e 0[' respondents 

• Major features of witchcraft beliefs in the community 

• Problems people consult to witches 

• The witches' methods 

• Reported outcomes of' witchcraft belicf. 
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4.1. General Profile of Respondents' 

The interview data for thi s study was collected from seven individuals, who have gone 

and consulted a witch or witches whose socio demographic characteristi cs was di splayed 

in the following table. 

Table I General profile or respondents ' 

no name sex age Marita l states religion occupation 

I Mw Male 53 Married orthodox Teacher 

2 DG Female 41 Married orthodox -

3 DT Female ]6 Married Muslim -

4 LY Male 3D Single Catholic Merchant 

5 YZ Female 3S Single Muslim Merchant 

6 AR Male 35 Single Muslim Merchant 

7 ZR Female 26 Married Muslim Nurse 

One can see from Table 1. that the tota l number of the research respondents was seven (of 

whom three were male and IC lUr or them were rcmales) whose age ranges from twenty six 

to fifty three. As far as the respondents' marital status was concerned, three of them were 

single, who were merchan t. Concerning thei r religion, two of them were orthodox, four 

of them were Muslim, and one was catholi c. 
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4.2. Major features witchcraft belief in the community 

As investigating the community witchcraft beliefs was one of the main concern of thi s 

study, information was glaced I'rom the research participants concerning this issue. More 

specificall y, information was sought about how a witch and witchcraft is conceived? 

What have usually moti vated people to go to and consult witches? What major witchcraft 

fears prevailed within the siudy community? And what conceptions held concerning the 

relevance of witchcraft be lief to the community? 

4.2.1. witch (,tenkuway' ) 

Information was sought abollt what a witch is meant to the individual respondent as well 

as to the community. Thc question presented to the individual participant was; how do 

you and other people in you r community describe a witch? The result obtained was 

presented bellow. 

MW has said that, according to our community and culture a witch is a wise person who 

knows everything and who posscs thc ultimate remedies of all human problems. He 

added that for most people. a witch is a mysterious ("· ~,9nl.<;' 1"101') man next to God 

who can change courses of liIC. te ll when and with what people would die, see and solve 

problems which are hidden and beyond human mind. However for me, I do believe that 

witches are people with extraordinary capabi lities, but I do not think that they are the 

ultimate solution provider of all human problems. YZ has said that , a witch is a person 

who has possessed a supernatural force and who is an expert in herbal medicine for me 

and for almost all peopl e in ou r community. 
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DT has responded that a witc h is a younger brother of God. A witch is a person who 

communicates with spri t and posses spiritual power inherited from his or her grand 

parents. And for most people a witeh is considered as the ultimate remedy provider for all 

sorts of human problems. Simi larly AR has said that a witch is like God, who knows and 

could do everything. For SOIl1C people witches are religious figures. A witch is also seen 

as the one who possesses the ulti mate remedies of all human problems. Both DG and ZR 

have said that a witch is a wise person who known everything and who possessed 

supernatural power. He knows the part, the present and forecast the future. However DG, 

added that a witch is olien seen as an omnipotent and omniscient body. (V·II·'} ifJ!,Cj 

V·II·'} ~,J:Ir'l,). However, I.Y said that [or me a witch is not like what other peoples are 

saying. A witch is an evi I magician. Witches are individuals who allied with the devil 

and become his factor of ill works. 

4.2.2, Witchcraft 

In an effort to explore conceptions held about witchcraft, the research participants were 

asked a question: what .is meant by wi tchcraft to you and to other people in your 

community? The response obtai ned looks like the following. 

MW and DT have said that witchcraft in our culture is conceived as the act of forecasting 

and forete lling. However VI Wadded to this point that witchcraft is also seen as a cultural 

practice where people look alier solution through consulting witches. Similarly, L Y has 

said that witchcraft is the act 01' going to witches and ask them for so lution. And AR said 

that witchcraft in our communi ty is rega rded as the act of consulting witches for different 

reason and getting answer from the witches. 

34 



According to DG and IK witchcra ft is a gift fro m God. It is the act of a witch or 

witches. It is an act of presen ting one 's problems and getting solution ('l' "}<I:A'l OTffl:" 

OTfllt.l.f!: OTffl ·)· ',oJ') . 1t is an art that one has got from God that no one can ever take it 

away. L Y described witeherali as the acti vi ty or act of a witch. For most people, 

witchcraft is considered as a cult ural tradition. And still for few people, withers are 

religious figures that these people invo lved in witchcraft believe as a way of spiritual 

aspiration. 

4.2.3. Underlined reaso ns why peoplc consult witches. 

In an attempt to determ ined what grav itates a person to witchcraft belief and practice, 

information was sought li'om the research interviewees concerning what have usually 

motivated people to go to and consult witches. The question forwarded to the respondents 

was: why do you and other people in yo ur loca lity consult witches? Accordingly, various 

reasons have been forwarded . 

To thi s end, MW explained that people consul t witches for the following three reasons. 

First, witchcraft is a cult ura l practice that pcople inherited from the previous generations. 

[n addition, it has been serving as major way of dealing with problem for long years. 

Second, in our locality it is strongly believed that some diseases that are thought to be 

caused by possession of ev il sp rits like jin, zar, and wukabi, are thought to hide them and 

might result death if they arc seen by doctor. As a result people prefer to go to a witch 

first. Third ly, some individuals prefer to consult witches or to go to holly water not to pay 

out a lot of money due to their low income. The same reason to MW has also been 

provided by ZR. 
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YZ has said that because we have strong belief on the witches' power in accomplishing 

great things, we prefer to' go to witches. Similarly AR replied as it mainly due to strong 

beliefs the community has about witches. In addition to that witchcraft for many people it 

is a cultural practice. 

DG replied that, we oftcn consult our problcms to a witch because we believe that he or 

she is the ultimate remedy prov ided. To tcll the truly no one will go to hospital before 

consulting a witch eM"/: n.·'/- <\.e.h,.~· M 7,(Jl·'d· hlf'lro.e. Vh .9" n..'!' ~1,e.hS:9"). DT 

has said that, witchcraft is above all our cul tural tradition that we have inherited from our 

forbears. And also in our community, there is a culturally held belief that some di seases 

will only be cured by a witch. Ilowever a few people consult witches not expend lot 

money to medical treatmcnts . 

4.2.4. Major witchcraft fears 

The other important question prcsented/posted to the individual participant was about the 

prevalence of major witchc ra f\ fears that prevailed within the study community 

associated with witchcrall bel ief, and the witches ' source of power in accomplishing 

what they were ascribed to bri ng. Thus, the questions to be answered were: what major 

tribulations do witches are thought to cause on men? What do you think about the sources 

of witches ' power in caus ing what they are thought to bring? The researcher arranged the 

participants' response concern ing these questions in the following way. 

DG has mentioned that, witches are thought capable to cause sores, epilepsy, and 

bareness. It is also a mild thing 1'01' a witch to bring conflict and in securing for a men's 

life. A witch is al so can destroy crops tlu'ough snow rain. YZ thought that, witches are 

individuals of great capabilities who can pcrf'orm miracles. They are thought to bring heal 

storms, local spell of rai n. strange and savior di seases. They can bring prosperity as well 
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as poverty on a men's li re. Concerning the source of the witches' power, she believed 

that witches inherited their sp rit li'om their grand parents. The witches' sprit is a blessing 

what thei r forebears got from Cjod ror being loyal to God. 

DT has responded that witches havc a great power to do every thing they want. They are 

thought to burn a house. bring hai lstorms, snow and un seasonal rain fall to destroy crops 

of particular locality. And Ihey are also thought to cause bareness, and dryness in 

nurturing mother. It is a mild thing far a witch to cause madness to a person. She also 

reported that witches perfeJrlll all great and mysterious things through the sprit which they 

inherited from their grand lilthers (ffi'}*r.,:j', ·'-~19ut-.} .• } 1,''''I,f'hCj(J}''/''}- h~l,f'f·;J:~:(J}· 

n(J}t.(d- n1 (J}·,4>n. ~1"'111J!.'r'I' '1(11' ). 

MW maintained witches arc Iho ught to burn a house, bring hailstorms. They are though 

to bring infection, epidcmies. spat curse dead , bareness to a women and impotency to 

men. And he stated the idea that witches arc ind ividuals who got a league with Satan or to 

a Devil and becomes hi s laelor or ill deeds. In return the devil accomplishes what witches 

wanted. 

According to AR's response. witches are thought to bring locust and un seasonal rain 

showers on someone ' s crop whom they don' t like him. They are thought to cause all sorts 

of physical and mental illnesses. They arc also through to make a girl bachelor for the 

rest of her life. (1'\11111'\00 "" 1" ·"C "'lY:t.uJ J!,Till'\· ). He maintained the idea that witches 

accomplish their activi ties th rough evil sprit. They are thought to have supernatural force. 

ZR reported that it is strongly believed among many peoples that witches are though to 

bring infection, epidemics. spal curse dead , bareness to a women and impotency to men. 

Witches are also through In makc a person reach or poor. Concerning the source of the 

witches' power, she has said Ihat withes arc thought have got their power from God. 
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L Y responded that that wi tchcs are thought to burn a house; they are thought to make a 

soil unfertil e to dry a grown crop; they arc thought to drive a person mad ({J;l,C'/!'} 'l'1I" 

h'}P, . .rl1~) . They are al so tho ught to cause epilepsy, leprosy baseness, illnesses of the 

head, and the stomach. li e added that through casting a spell called' Anderib', they are 

capable to bring insecurity and li'ustration on a men 's life. Concerning the source of the 

witches' power, he argucd that no one is their above God (ht,fTlt II".\'. "'/,w" t'1I9") but 

among many people witches arc through to posse supernatural force to accomplish great 

deeds. 

2.2.5. The participants ' views concerning witchcraft beliefs. 

Questions were also directed to each participant to access their views or opinions about 

the relevance of witcheral't bci ief' to thc community. In thi s regard, the interview 

questions asked were: do you think witchcraft belief is necessary or un necessary to the 

community? If you answered neecssary, wou ld yo u describe briefly why it is relevant? If 

you answered un necessary. wo uld yo u describe why? The response obtained from each 

participant was pulled together as la llowed. 

As far as the relevance or witchcraft belief for the community is concerned, MW has said 

that whatever importance or problcms witchcraft belief is giving or causing, what is most 

important is the atti tude pcople have lowards witchcraft belief. If we do not change 

individual 's attitude, we arc goi ng 10 do noth ing about the belief. 

DT maintained the idea that witchcraft belicf must be strengthened. She said that the 

belief serves lots of purposes. ( flao:!,?" 1I"'1llt. l~· 1It70t70t-ll1 t''''1:r'i' 1111· 'l'~qD:r. 

~III ·). She added that the beliel' se rves paramount importance in bringing peace among 
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anti-quittances, brings consensus among whom were not judged by the law, and restore to 

health whom were given up hope to modem medical treatment. Generally both the 

witches and the beliefs should no t be aboli shed. It is a good thing. 

Similarly, DG has said that tho ught some problems prevailed in the community due to the 

fal se witches, true witchera l't se rves many purposes. It is giving useful purposes like in 

solving conflicts among close re latives, in bringing harmony among people who were not 

judged by the law, in curing and healing redeemer problems etc. 

ZR responded that now da ys there are many peoples who claimed themselves as witches 

with out God's blessing and who arc practicing witchcraft to make a living. These 

witches actually have created a lot problem to our community. They exploit peoples' 

money. Many people ha vc suffered from taki ng their herbs. They create tensions and 

conflict among individuals. And I conclude that these witches have to be abo li shed, while 

making the necessary encouragement to the wise witches. 

L Y maintained a view that witchcraft is both relevant and irrelevant to the community. 

He side that there are wise witches who arc hi ghl y expertises in herbal medicine and who 

uses their knowledge for the good of the general population. However, there are evil 

magicians who spread con 11 iet and death . So what is good is to encourage the wise 

witches and discourage and abo lish the anti-social folks. 

2.3. Problems people presen t to witches 

As part and parcel of thi s research, major types of problems people usually go with and 

consult witches was also investigated in this research. In this part of the investigation, the 

research questions to be answered were: what types of problems do people most 
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frequently present to and consul t witches? The result to this scenario was presented 

here. 

To the question presented 10 \11 W concerning what types of problems do people most 

frequently go with and consult witches? M W replied the following. When someone is 

sick, he/she will consult witch to ask the 'what' and the ' who ' question (like what is my 

problem? What then should I do? Who has caused it? Who be-witched me? e.t.c. 

Specially when their occurred to be somc di seases like jin, zar, and wukabi , which are 

culturally believed to conceal and dri ve a person to death If they are seen by a doctor or 

given an injection shot. pcople primarily consult the witches before trying medical 

treatment (Vh.?" l'Jy:I'(Il"j n·ri· I ·~:ro· uoLb" h·I-ro.? (U'_il~'J flro·{'ro··} roy. '1".}. M·cJ· 

t'I.roM.·}· ~'f'lt'l. ""f1f1(fJ. MfI.;:I·M· flY):)" m'}*~'} noo;e:ooty .I'.l~ YCI'JIlt-t'l-). 

Some people also consul t witches looking for charms or a spell either wishing to make 

others suffer from all manners 01' physical sickness (like paralysis, epilepsy, leprosy, 

bareness, physical sores etc ... ) or suffer from misfortunes, actuated by their jealousy and 

hate feeling they have about them. Corning how do witches prepare magic charms and 

casts a spell , he maintained that. witches prepare charms taking a piece of cloth from the 

person to whom pain is directed to be in nicted and combine it with some spiritual 

elements (like sacrificed blood . mcat). Then they bound it with oath and says let this 

individual be dead or sick (m.:J>fl,J' a">::} ~u'n flro· n7i·"~ l,.I'.C1ro· l,t'I.Y?" "lY.flfJ)· 

f1C1'JA·}·). In relation to thi s. wi tches' charm called' Tilawogi ('1''IaJ1.) is believed to kill 

a person in a very short period of time. Similarly, a charm called 'Denkera' (Y.,}Ilt-) is 

believed to causes paralys is. lll adness and physical clumsiness (ao<j':lll/'J ao'1'ooAaoA) 

on a person. 

To the above question , VI. re plied that wc will consult witches at time of sickness and 

when we want to know our al'fl ucnee or ki smet, doom, and chance ("l'1'CI'J:j:'}'} t'lCl'Jro<f' 
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(nt.A,,}). In addition he said that, when there are disagreements between people and 

when someone has lost hi s or her property (could it be money or cattle). Similarly, DT 

replied that different peoples consult witehcs for different reasons. Some will consult a 

wi tch to look for ways how the)' can get money and become wealthy. Other wi ll consult 

wi tches to ask who questi ons (l ike who have bewitched over my chi ldren or my partner? 

Who should I marry to lead a peacefu l life? Who should I relate wi th to grow and to the 

successful?) and the what qucst ions li ke, what should I do to beat my enemy? What is my 

blessed business etc ... ? 

DG answered as follows. 1\ lll1ost every people in our community will consult witches for 

every type of health problems. When di sagreement has been created between two 

mutually trusted individuals. people often go to witches to solve the problem (n:pA 

ao'!'ti.')· mJ?,9" w},nd' f/nM?,')- 'J°tn.!',)- M\aofl"'1"'1')' n,t.mc nfIJ":f' aoM?,')' 

(\00 '/:;1")' m'},JlJ?, IV/- f!.'/.P,f\- ). Again if person thoughts that some one has bewitched 

him/her, then the person will go to a witch to ask who have bewitched him and why he or 

she is being bewitched ({d,e: nm- ,/.(/DC'I'· 'nli'A 'nl'l" !"Jnn "'1'} ~m'? M"'}Y;,} '1m' 

l"I'(JDC1'1l:';? (\"'11'1 ')- f1YH y. rH· f!,h.?'i.\) . It is not also un usual for a person to go to 

the witches to ask question s like; what business should I begin to be successful ? With 

whom should I work with" Whom should I marry? In addition, if some one was killed 

and if the person who kill ed him was not known, people usually consult a witch to know 

who has killed him. 

AR replied as the follo wing. Witches will be consulted at least for three reasones. First, 

when someone is sick with j in . I.ar, buda and the like. Secondly, to know one's future or 

up comings, opportunit ies. po tentials, and fortu ne things in life. And thirdly, some wi ll 

consults witches looking a bad charm to defeat their enemy. Other consult witches to spy 

over their on men. For exam ple a man might ask if his wife has any sort of sexual 

relationship with another l11an . or if she conceal him money, or to ask if hi s or her 

marriage works. 
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ZR describes that people in our loca lity mainly consult withes witches when their 

occurred to be di seases li ke ji n. /.ar, and wukabi. Again, a person will consult a witch if 

he/she thinks that some one has bewitched him/her ({t(JJ. 000 1'(.: '1'1\·0, (JJ~9" 

~1"'7/'''''0:'; ""01\" (t.;:I-I'l-fI ). Some peoples due to their Jealousy and hater feeling they 

have about others, especiall y 10 thei r close relati ves, often go to a witch looking for 

magic charms or spell s ei Ihe r 10 harm or to make them suffer from sicknesses and 

misfortunes. She al so added Ihat, when their happened disagreements and conflicts 

between two mutually trusled ind ividuals, usually the destitute one will go to a witch to 

help him get what he owned . Fina lly she described that it is not a different thing for a 

married couples, especiall y in rural areas, to go to and ask witches if their marriage works 

long. 

L Y mentioned that, man)' people in our loca lity will consult witches fo r different reason 

and with different problems. Some will consul t witches on how to get reach. Others will 

consult witches to know abOUI their fate, doom, luck, densely and good fortune (7tfTJ 

4"T ftf'!'} 'ne 1\"'701:" ). In addition, some people will consult witches to look for 

charms or spells with thc in ten tion to make them suffer from sickness and or to make 

them poor, actuated by the irs jocularly and enmity feeling they have towards other 

peoples. Finally, when mcnlal retardation, madness, and mental di stresses occurred on a 

person a lot people principall y consul t witchcs. 

2.4. The witches' method 

In this section of the rescilreh report , major witches ' methods identifi ed by the individual 

respondents were presented. 

42 



Accordingly, for the qucstio n presented to MW: how do witches' solve problems 

presented to them? he sai d thaI. when wc look in to the witches' methods, for almost all 

types of health problem s witches advice people to CalTY out dua which has to be 

conducted by three or seven el der womcn or men who are known for their praying. 

These people are called . J)uberties' and ' sheiks ' respectively according to our 

community. However, if a pe rson is thought to be sick with Jin, witches recommend 

people to seek advice fro m 'I :ukra '_ someone who is an expert in expelling the evil sprit 

which causes the person sick j in. In addition, if a person is sick with 'yelay lay' 

(1' '1.1'.'1.1'.), witches oftcn inl(lI"Ill to scari fy a white or black sheep's or hen's blood to 

make a person live in peace with the evil sprit. Besides dua, witches ' uses different kinds 

of herbal medicines. It is a combination of insets, different herbs, and other magical 

materials which will be taken orall y or to bc steamed with its smock or to be rubbed on 

body. He added that, the other witchcs mcthod is the use of spell casting and magic 

harms. For example, for a person who is suffering from troubled dreams and vivid 

nightmares, witches providc hi m/hcr with protective charms that will be hanged on a 

neck or on an arm. 

DT described that when strange di seases occurred, witches use dua to cure or nurse back 

to health. Witches also usc he rbal mcdicincs to deal with health rated problems. In 

addition to thi s, they usc mag ic charms and spells for peoples how are through to have 

Aynetila' (l''''1f'!,'f''f''o" 1""} . .<'MlU} O(l;.t' 'It'llH'ro, t'l'P:f). Similarly, LY has said that 

witches generally use threc types of ways to deal with problems. These are the use of 

herbs, conducting dua, and Ic)recasting things. 

DG ' responded that, witches use eithcr herbal medicine, or magic charms to deal with 

problems presented to them. Ilowcver, they use dua to deal with for almost all types of 

problems. In addition , witch uses protective and destructive charms. Similarly, AR 

responded that witches lISC hcrbal medicincs e ither to be drunk mixed with water or to be 
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smocked and steamed. For people who ha ve been bewitched by others they say them to 

conduct due and for people who arc suffering from misfortunes, witches gave them their 

protective charm. 

ZR described witches ' method as fo llows. Witches use herbal medicine either to be taken 

orally or to be steamed and to be rubbed on body, mixing with water to cure illnesses. For 

a person who wanted to harm oihers; channeled somebody 's wealth to his or her own; 

and who wanted to be pre,Heeted. witches gave them different types of charms and spells . 

In relation to witches ' di st ractive charms, this was what happened to my families cattle. 

We don 'I know for sure Ivho have done i( (a us. Bul we found a charm (a dead chicken, 

and rat, an egg and human west) inside (he callie 's house. The next morning we through 

it away, we hadfound all/he callie andjilUls dead. 

L Y stated that for every type of illnesses, witches either conduct due to a person who is 

sick or advise his families to lind three 'duberties' and carry out dua specifying the day 

on which it has to be carried oul. In addi tion to this, for an individual who wants to 

influence his or her teacher or boss; and for a person who wanted to be good at hi s or her 

education and achieve hi gh witehcs provide thcm with different kinds of charms. Finally, 

for people who wanted io know thcir fate , doom, luck, densely, and good fortune witches 

forests and foretells to people throwing grasses, sticks, and stones e.t.c. 

2.5, Reported outcomes of witchcraft belief 

Identifying major type of problcms observcd on the study community as a result of 

witchcraft belief was the othcr main eonccrn of this study. To thi s end the research 

participants were askcd to dcscribe major types of problems were observed on their 

community as a result 01' witchcraft belief. Accordingly, MW has reported that there are 
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some individuals who havc lost all their wca lth and left with noting as a result of what 

witches have done to thcm. And also aftcr taking the witches' herbal medicine, which 

was not scientifically com bincd and provcn to work, there are many people who have lost 

their mind and their hcalth. In addition, as a resu lt of the witches ' spell speciall y called 

'denkera' (Y.'}</'u.) , therc arc somc indi viduals in our community that I know who are 

blinded, deaf, and mentally ill. 

YZ, to this issue has responded that problems like divorce, conflict between 

neighborhoods related in one or the othcr way with the belief are common. Sometimes, 

taking the witches mcdi cinc thcrc arc si tuations in which some people will either 

develops chronic physical and mcntal illncss or might die. DO maintained that actually 

some problems happencd. Il ut thcse arc duc to the activities of some individuals who 

claimed themselves a witch having no witchcraft gift. As a result of these false witches 

(I'Oloj'i-'I' m'~*I'°:n somc. has lost their wealth, their health, became disabled, got mad, 

quarreled with their fricnds. ncighbors and close relatives, while others divorced and 

dispersed their family. 

DT has mentioned that. at the prcsent ti mc in our country there are a lot of individuals 

who practice witchcraft not being real/truc wi tches. These witches are not kind. They are 

hated for their notorious practiccs. For example, one of my neighbor was almost to die 

taking a certain roots givcn by a fcmale phony witch. I also knew some people who are 

now divorced from their partncr and di spersed their family. She added that if a person is 

known for sure that he or shc has consulted a witch, he or she will be liable to hate and 

di scriminated from social intcract ion. Actua ll y it is not possible to find a person who has 

never gone to a witch. Evcryonc consultcd a witch at least once. AR has maintained what 

happened personall y to himsclf that he has divorced from his wife as a result of the 

belief. 
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ZR has maintained that two years before my (uncle) and her husband has got di vorced 

and he marred a younger W0l11 3n, In the mean time her X-husband lost hi s key. At that 

time, thinking his X-wife del iberate ly stolen and took it with a witch to bewitch over him, 

hi s new wife brought a charm to make her creasy. But, it made herself went mad 

sometimes after she has I(HlIlei it inside her purse. 

L Y mentioned that he knclI' many families who were di vorced and whose family was 

di sorganized as a resul t 01' wi tchcraft beli ef. And also there are few peoples in our 

locality who were very wca lt hy but now leli with noting because of evil witches have 

done to them. In addition, most of the time, when people consult witches to spy over 

their partners, there are lots or instances in which many peoples in our community will 

invited conflict and disagreement withi n their family or with their close relatives. And 

often, it will end up with di vorce or violence. Most of the time, such violence would 

likely bring physical di sabilit y to the other partner. In addition, children also would suffer 

fro m problems like losc 01' their parents love, school dropout, or academic 

underachievement, and developed negati ve self concept and low self confidence. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

DISCUSSION 

As indicated in earlier, the major intent of thi s study was to probe in to witchcraft belief 

in the culture within which it operates, types, prevalence of psychosocial problems 

presented to witches, and the witches' met hods. Thus, this part of the research report 

presented developed interpretat ions and deri ved meanings couched from the individual 

response that the inquircr brings to the study and with information gleaned from 

witchcraft literature. The rcsearcher has structured the discussion part in the following 

order: 

• Witchcraft belief 

• Problems people consult to witches 

• The witches' method 

• Reported outcomcs 01' witchcraft belief 

5.1. Witchcraft beliefs 

Based on the research respondcnt' s qua litative explanation presented in the previous 

section of the research report. abo ut some features of the witchcraft belief, the researcher 

has identified the fo llowing sub categories. These categories address the issue of what a 

witch and witchcraft meant to the individual respondents as well as to the general 

population? What gravitatcci ind ividuals to wi tches? What Major witchcraft fears 

prevailed within the study population? And what major conception held among 

individual respondents about the relevance of witchcraft belief to the general population? 
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5.1.1. Witch ('TcnkuwlIY') 

The result of this investigation has shown that among the total population a witch was 

conceived as a person who is supposed to have possessed a super natural force and who is 

an expert in making herbal rc mcdics, magical charms, and spells, as thought by hi s or her 

father, which will be sought alicr in time of sickness and problems. 

However, among the totalit y 0[' the respondents, with the exception of two of them, a 

witch is regarded as God' s younger brother. To these participants, a witch is seen as a 

mysterious person who can change a course of life, tell when and with what people could 

die, see and solve problcms wh ich are hiddcn and out of control for humankind. To thi s 

issue, one of these partici pants has said that "it is the wilches who wil solve our problems 

which are beyond our C()nlm! ond cure chronic illness Ihal we have given up a hope for 

medical treatment. " 

It was also found out that witchcraft can onl y be inherited from the male line and both a 

men and women can bc a witc h. Among most people of the community, witches are 

perceived to be the ultimate rcmcdy provider fo r all sorts of human problems. They are 

also seen as omnipotent and omni scient body. For some people witches are attributed as 

religious images. When this fi nding is compared with other research evidences, it could 

be seen from two different dircc tions. The present finding was in contrary with the result 

obtained among the Congo people that, a witch performs no rite, utters no spell and 

possesses no medicine (Mot lana , 200 I). Shapara (2003), among South Africans, witches 

are mostly women and inherit thc witchcra ft from their mothers. 
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However, in contrary, the present finding is supported by Herne' s (2006) statement 

that Witchcraft in ancien t history was known as "The Craft of the Wise" because most 

who followed the path were in tunc with thc fo rces of nature, had a knowledge of Herbs 

and medicines, gave council and were va luable parts of the village and community as 

Shamanic healers and leaders. Ogunjuyigbe (2004) motioned that the Congo people 

beliefs witchcraft can on ly be inherited from the father. 

5.1.2. Witchcraft ('Tinl",lina') 

As far as conceptions held about witchcraft among individual participant as well as the 

general population is conccrned, it is genera lly believed among the research participants 

that witchcraft is seen among the community members as the practice of a witch or 

witches who is/are supposed to possess supernatural power or spiritual forces. It is also 

reported to be seen as one cultural heritage among the community. 

Concerning conceptions held abo ut witchcraft belief among the research participants, two 

main views were reflected. I:or six of the research participants, witchcraft was viewed as 

an easy explanation 01' the ills 01' life . It was believed to serves useful importance in 

reso lving certain conflicts and providing herbal medicine. It is regarded as an ultimate 

source of solution for di fferent problems. Witchcraft is also seen as a tragic error, a fal se 

explanation of ills of life, which resulted great tyranny spreading panic and death, but as 

of a respondent. 

So on the bases of the result of thi s investigation, witchcraft was found viewed as a 

cultural practice and coneei ved to be the practice of a witch or witches who is/are 

supposed to posses supernatural power or spiritual forces. The research evidence found 

by this finding concern ing witchcraft scems supported by Evan Prichard 's (1998) 
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statement that witchcraft abounds in Ali'ica long years ago, and Africans beliefs that the 

witches' activity to take place in supernatura l force. 

5.1.3. Underlining reasons for involvement in witchcraft. 

In an attempt to determi ne wha t gravitates a pcrson to witchcraft belief, information was 

sought from the research interviewee concerning what have usually motivated people to 

go to and consult the witches. 

So the result obtained I'rom the present research participants concerning what have 

motivated people to go to and consult the witches, the following three reasons have been 

identified to be underlini ng reasons for an individual's involvement in the rea lity of 

witches. Firstly, because there was a culturally held belief that some diseases are thought 

to hide themselves and rcsults dea th if they arc seen by a doctor and the patient is given 

and injection shot, in such instances people prefer to go to the witch in the first place. 

Secondly, due to the beliel" that conccrning predicting peoples ' fortune, horoscope, 

foretelling the future and ex pla ini ng mi sfortunes, witches were thought to know better 

and good at with that even high ly educated people prefer to consult witches related 0 

these issues. Thirdly, fc w people prefer to go to witch-hunts not to expend lot money due 

to their low income. 

However, it has also been I"ound that witchcraft is an alternative religion for some 

individuals of the study community that they involved in witchcraft as a way of 

expressing their spiritual aspira tion. In relati on to this finding, Faber (1993) documented 

that witchcraft is a mainstream 01" reli gious and philosophical thought for many people. 

Similarly Adler (1 986) wrote that witchcra ft was a powerful, happy nature religion in 

ancient history. 
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5.1.4. Major witchcraft fcars 

In an attempt to determine what major witc hcraft fears prevailed within the study 

community associated with wi tchcraft bel ic r, information was sought from the research 

respondents concerning what major tribulations do witches were thought to cause (bring) 

on men 

Accordingly, on the bases or informati on co llected respondents' vIew concern1l1g 

witches' power in causing tribulations , the result of thi s investigation showed that 

witchcraft belief among the st udy community was so strong that witches were thought to 

cause different types or natural disasters; varies sorts of health related problems and 

enormous distractions to a person's assets. In relation with the witches' power in causing 

natural di sasters, witches were thought to let a house burn, bring hail storms, snow, and 

un seasonal rain to ruin CJ:ops and cou ld change its direction to somewhere else. Even the 

control of weather, was bclieved to be within their grasp and the season were delayed at 

their words. They were also tho ught to let the ground not to grow crops and make dry 

what has been grown. In rel ation with thi s issue, one of the respondents stated the 

following. 

"Once up on a time, there II'(lS a person who was regarded to be a professional rain 

maker in our surrounding called Aba zinab Aznib '. 

When there is a shortage o(min in a particular district, the local people were thought to 

gather around the person 's hOllse together and present a gift for him to bring them a 

spell of rain. And they were thought to get rain. " 

When this research reslJi t was compared with other research activates, the present 

finding was supported by Ihe rcsearch evidence found among some African tribes with 

some vari ation . Likewi se amo ng Kcnyans. (O boso,1998) mentioned that witches are 
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thought a house go mad under the ir sides to bring plagues oflocust and caterpi llars and to 

be responsible for as man y evil of man and beast as there were plays of Egypt. The 

weather is thought to be with in their grasp and hence could destroy crops of particular 

district. Similar belief appearcd among peoplc of southern Congo witches can turn 

themselves in to animals, monkeys, snakes, owls, or cows to frighten to among and harm 

men, children and animal they can destro y crops, drive out cattle and put huts on fire 

Rotade (1998). 

Similarly Astrologer (2005 ) in his investi gation of witchcraft in Europe, documented that 

Powers typically attributed to hl ropean witches include turning food poisonous or 

inedible, flying on broomsticks or pitchforks, casting spells, cursing people, making 

li vestock ill and crops fail. and creating fear and local chaos. 

Concerning health related wi tchcraft fears prevailed within the research community, it 

was found that, it was tho ugh t as a mi ld th ing for a witch to spread death and caused fatal 

and strange diseases to a 1~lmil y . Accordingly, a witch was sought as capable to kill , 

paralyze, go people mad. and through to cause and, leprosy epilepsy apoplexy, , abortion 

in pregnancy, also to bri ng death to the lo ved and born ones, conflict among close 

relations, fami ly members. neighbors and preva il s hate, enmity, and negative morality on 

a man's life. 

The result obtained fro m this study concerl1lng some of health related problems that 

witches were thought to cause is more or less parallel to certain Africa tribal belief. For 

example Oboso (1998), the kik uyu people in Kenya believed witches to cause blindness, 

badly sores, poverty, and dept. l'cople of Togo land believed to cause bareness and cut 

parts of the bodies of their enemy (Orubuloyc200 I). The lbo of Nigeria hold a belief that 

witches menace men in health and womcn in pregnancy Parrinder (1963) . In Sera Leon, 

the monde people believcd that witchcraft is responsible for any unusual death (Joseph. 

2002.). In the same va in. (M ichacl 1993) stated that witches were said to change into rat 
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and eat up the crop or they may spread di scase among men .witches inverse thought the 

chi ldren either poisonous hands so that they died in a few days were said to tear children 

to pieces eat their souls and their return thcir bodies to their cradles among people of 

Senegal. Parrinder( 1963l, also generally documented that African witches are often 

confesses to have caused barrenness to women or impotence to men. 

Regarding the witches ' power in destroying assets, witches were thought to teardown a 

house, cause di sease to callie' s. make somconc to lose hi s property all of a sudden, or 

channeled it to someone else . 

The result obtained from the prcsent research participants' vIew concernmg witches' 

source of powering accom pli shing what they were ascribed to cause showed that witches 

were believed to perform th ei r activ ities through sprit. Although the interpretation of the 

witch's belief and their practices are surrounded by controversies (Gardon and Gadon, 

1992) portrayed that in the in terpretation of witchcraft, there has been and still are two 

main view pointes. One class accepted all evil deeds ascribed to them and the witches 

activities were due to supernatural power. On the other hand , the other class taking all 

evidences hearsay comes to deny it. Likewise, Parrinder (1963) stated that Africans 

generally believes the witch actions to take place in sprit. However scholars like Murray 

(1963) claims to occupy an intermcd iate position that witches actually perform many of 

the deeds which were ascribed to them but not by super national power. 

5.1.5. Conceptions ahout lVitchcnlft 

On the bases of informati on co llected from thc interview questions, designed to elicit the 

research respondents' opi nion abo ut the rele vance of witchcraft bel ief to the community, 

the result obtained has showed that two main views were reflected concerning witchcraft 

belief. Among the majo rity ol'the research respondents, witchcraft bel ief was considered 

as one of their positive cultural assct. It was be li eved to be giving paramount importance 
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to the community. It was reponed that the belief was giving importance like, in bringing 

peace among men' s closest anl i- quantitati ve, among people whom were not judge by 

low, and cure people whom lVere not getti ng bctter through medical treatment. 

When this finding is compai red with othcr previous research ev idences, working with the 

Navaho of the south west Ameri can, kluckhohn (1 986) found that the existence of 

witchcraft belief serves several purpose: it gives mediocre people of long social standing 

a chance to move a center ol·the stage and, as witches appear interesting of mysteries .it 

al so allows every member or the soc iety to indulge hi s forbidden aggress ive and sexual 

fa ntasies with out inordinate gui II. Simi larl y, Alder (1 993) to thi s issue documented that 

witchcraft from the psychoanalytic perspective has been designed at the deep 

unconscious level to under go that utters the passing of the symbolic stage and drawing 

the separation and small ncss. 

Witchcraft was also regarded . but among few peoples, as tragic error a false explanation 

of ill s of life which resulted grcat tyranny spreading panic and death as well. It was 

sought as manifestation 01· back ward thinking. Concerning this finding, modern 

anthropologist in Africa make similar argument. As Scott (2005) said many great & 

grave authors write and many noured winters also affirms that witchcraft belief is 

essentially nocturnal and anti soc ial hated fo r their nefarious practi ce. Chavunduka 

(2003), in hi s witchcraft study in Zambia descri bed that; it is a general sociological or 

anthropological observation that belief in Witchcraft in its multifarious forms is a valid 

manifestation of a nation ·s backwardness. Helief in witchcraft is always accompanied by 

poverty, rampant di sease. gro und lcss hatred, fea rs and the like evil s which retard national 

deve lopment and progress. Sim ilarly, Summer (2001 ) suggested that witches have been 

people and wide infl ucncc and deep knowledge perhaps engaged in some wide spread 

plot to overthrows the ordcr 01· society. 
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5.2. Problems People Consult to Witches 

As far as the result obtained fro m this rescarch activity concerning what major types of 

problems do people present to witches. It was fou nd that the local people consult witches 

generally for the following problems or situati ons. 

It was firmly believed that the loca l peoplc will consult witches for every type of health 

related problems looking Ill!" solution. Spccifically for disease like wukabi, zar, aynenas 

and aynetila _ which arc cultural ly held to hide them and drive a person to death if they 

are seen by a doctor and thc pat icnt is givcn an injection, people, will consult witches. 

Similarly witches are also sought for mental retardation, stress, depression, sleep 

walking, trouble dreams and night marcs. It has also been found that some people will 

consult a witch concerning financ ial issues. In thi s case, usually people go to a witch to 

ask he or she charUleled sOlllconc's wea lth to them looking for magic charms which could 

enable them to get reach easil y. 

The result of this investigation has revealed that, it was a mild thing for a person to go to 

the witches and consult thclll for problems emanated from his or her hater, jealousy, 

enmity, and suspicious or paranoid thinking they have about other people in their 

environment. Usuall y looking for spells or magical charm either to make them suffer 

from all manners of physical sickness likc paralysis, epilepsy, leprosy etc ... and metal 

illnesses or to make them Suffer fro m misfortunes, like bareness, accidents in pregnancy, 

lost loved or born once, dryness of cattle or fouls e.t.c. 

It has also been found out that some peoplc will also consult a witch to spy over their 

own person. For examplc. to ask if one'spartner has any sort of sexual affaire with 

someone else, or ifhe or she had hided anything (material things or monetary). 5 
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In addition, the result re vealed that , some local people consult witches both when they 

think that someone has bewilched over them and when they actually knew that they are 

being bewitched after founding a charm in their house or cooking pot. In the first case, it 

was the researcher' s in lerprelation that witchcraft was often suspected among close 

relatives. When a men suffered li'om misfo rtune or sicknesses, he asks him self why this 

happened? He knows thai there are many witches around that could harm him. So he 

begins to think of those people who might have a grudge against him, either for some 

offence or through envy al his success, and who are know trying to weaken him. 

Reali zing that di stant people could not have a grave against him, he will then start to 

suspect witchcraft from his closest. In relation to this (Soyinka, 1981, Okri, 1995 and 

Ogunyemi, 1996), stated Ihal belief in witchcraft is seen as a check up on the hostile 

words and deeds which men might use in society. I-Ie also says enmity as an expression 

of witchcraft. In the fame vain, the Azande say 'jealousy comes first and witchcraft 

follows after ' Parrinder (1961) . 

Witches were also to be sought after murder, stealing and disagreement between parties 

for the following reasons : One. when someone has lost his/her property, to ask who had 

taken it and when someone was killed by unknown person, to ask who had killed him. 

Two, when disagreemenl or conllict has been created between two mutually trusted 

individuals, to be judged by a witch. 

Finally it was established by Ihis investigation that the local people also consult witches 

to find short cuts to the social. emotional, and economic perfection they are seeking. Like 

on how to invent extraordinary divorce, how to get reach very easily and to find solutions 

to the dilemma of choiccs in ones life. Like, what business should I start? With whom 

should I relate with? Whom should T marry? And where to buy or built a house? Etc ... so 

as to satisfy one's all desires and erase traumas that one will be forced to experience it 

resulted from being in wrong choices. 
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In light of these findings. the result of thi s study has shown that, among the study 

population witchcraft secks to cxplore the 'why ' accidents of life. When a man suffers 

from misfortunes or sickness. hc might go to consult a witch and ask where his sickness, 

misfortune, or accident has comc from. Who has caused it? e.t.c. To this issue Restock 

(2004) in his witchcraft study among Tanzanians documented that witchcraft is a use full 

concept, to many African socicty, because it helps to explain things otherwise difficult to 

understand. Likewise Oguni uyigbc (2003), systematically address this research finding, 

that African women li vcs in eloscr contact with other women than they do with the men, 

and they consult the oracle about the ir femalc companions principally. 

5.3. The Witches' Methods 

On the bases of informat ion collected from the research participants concerning solution 

strategies or problem rcmedics often used by the witches to solve different kinds of 

problems presented to thcm. thc rcsult of this investigation has shown that the witches' 

method comprises ofthc followi ng four methods. 

5.3.1. Dua 

Witches use this method mainly to bring peace among quarreled closest, nurse back to 

health. Additionally, dua will also recommend for a person who was thought to 

bewitched. 

5.3.2. Magic Charms and Spell Casting 
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Spell casting or magic eharills was also reported to be the other wi tches method that 

witches uses to deal with clien ts' problem . This method is used fo r both protective as 

well as distractive purposes. witches prepare a protecti ve charm fo r a person who wants 

to bee protected from al l Illanncrs o f cvil s Ii kc snake, wild animals, pests, sicknesses and 

misfortunes. A protecti vc charlll is a smal l clothe bag within which ap iece of paper 

written a script from Holly ku rhan on it, powders and inset are included, that will be seen 

against all manners of evils: snakc, wild animals, pests, misfortunes and sicknesses. 

Especiall y a persons who is thought to have aynetila, bud a aggressiveness, working 

experience, trouble dreallls & night mares, will be supposed to hang it in their neck or 

arms. 

A witch or witches preparc a distractive charm (l ike tilawegi) for a person who wants to 

make others suffer from Illis lortunes, sickness and to destroy their crops & wealth, as 

well their life actuated by hatcr and jealousy fce lings . Witches prepare di stractive charms 

by taking a piece of cl oth. Illay be cut or the victims shirt, pant trouser etc . . . and 

combined it with some magical or spi ritual clcments li ke inset, dead body, scarified blood 

and bound it with oath and ri tua ls. The research evidence fo und by this finding, 

concerning spell casting. is also supported by Scott (2005) who stated that witches causes 

peoples to fall ill and even dic thro ugh spell casting on people. Death was caused by 

giving a powder, wrapped in toad 's skin to the person it was desired to kill , or by 

anointing them with ointmcnt. prod ucing at the same time the following words: ' May 

lord make you sick and die or gi vc you sllch and such illness for long'. 

5.3.3. Herbal Medicine 

Herbal medicine has also bccn identified as the other witches method by thi s 

investigation. Herbs are sought in time of ill nesses. A witch uses herbs to nurse back a 

person to health . it includes different combinat ions of herbs, roots and inset, which will 
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be prescribed by a witch either to be drink, mlxmg with water in a bottle, or ate, 

combined with food , and steamed the smock in a new clay stove without placing it in a 

ground for three or seven consecuti ve days covered with blankets, or to be rubbed on 

body mixed with water. 

5.3.4. Forecasting and Foretelling 

Witches use this method j()r people who will consult and ask them questions like; where 

should I buy or built my house? What business should start to get reach? With whom 

should I relate with to grow and bc successfu l? Who should I marry to lead peaceful and 

happier life? What will be their I'ortunate, lucky, or blessed things? 

5.3.5. Oath 

Among Some respondents. oath has been identified as another witches' method, which is 

used to bring peoples who got quarreled, betrayed each other in to consensus and mutual 

understanding. 

5.4. Observed Problems 

This section of the rescarch report presented major problems observed among the 

community as a result of witchcraft belief and or practice. To this end, the result obtained 

from the research responcients respo nse about what major problem do they experience 

and observed from thc community; the result found from information collected from 

Wollo Higher Court and !Jessie Town Police Station; and the researcher's personal 

experience and observation abo ut the issue was compiled together in to psychosocial , 

economic, and health related categories as followed 
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5.4.1. Psycho-Sociall'roblcms 

As far as the result of thi s investi gation about observed psychosocia l problem was 

concerned, the response obtained from the research participants has revealed that when 

some local people go to and consult witches looking for a spell or a charm to to harm or 

to make them suffer from misl()rt une and sicknesses, rather than looking for ways to calm 

down their feel ings and solve common problems, what the witches does is that 

accelerated their hater, enmit y. anger, jea lousy fee lings towards other peoples. 

Because of this, witchcra ft belief was found to contribute hate, Jealousy, enmity, violence 

or conflict, and un chari table fec ling to thc pool of the community li fe. In an effect , 

according to information collected, it is not un common to see conflict among close 

relatives, divorce finall y di sorganization resulted from what the witches were saying or 

doing to peoples. It has also been found that there are lots of families within the 

community who have no contact with their children, lots of peoples who had no more 

relationship with their neighbors close re lati ves having developed a negative morality 

after commenting witchcs. 

In ad ittion, if a person is known fo r surc he has consulted a witch, he or she will be li able 

to hate and accused of bewitching close rel ati ves or neighbors. Because of thi s according 

to these research interviewees. there are lot of peoples who had alienated and 

di scriminated from social life . 

The result also shows that. when a person secretl y go to the witches to spy over hi s or her 

spouse or close relat ive. there wcrc lots or occurrences in the locality that thi s people 

could invited confl ict and disagreement in thei r fami ly which might ends up with 

physical violence, being di shoncst to one 's marri age and di vorce. 
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In addition, the research data demonstrated that, physical violence directed with in a 

family could end up either leav ing the other partner physically di sable or chi ldren to 

suffer from problems li ke: I ,Dose of their parents affiliation, care or love; disagreement 

with their siblings result ing f'ro m their position of favoring opposite parent; school 

dropout and or loose of internet to their education; degraded self confidence and negative 

self concept It was al so showed that, children could be liable to stress, identity cries 

discrimination and hatred by either of his/her parent which might result in to occasional 

physical abuse and or assault by their parent after consulting witches and having been 

informed that one or two of' his ch ildren were not hi s own, 

5.4.2. Economic Problems 

In relation with the damage witchcraft belief have brought to the wealth or property of an 

individuals of the study communi ty, some witches in the study community, were found to 

exploited peoples wealth or money ncgligentl y either by denying the money some people 

put it with them or by making them pay a whole lot of money, In relation to this issue, 

two of the research respondents reportcdthat they knew some prosperous people in their 

who lots every thing they owns and left with noting( empty handed) to nowadays due to 

what the witches had done to thc m. 

5.4.3. Health Related Problems 

It has been found out that the research participants know at least some individuals either 

who got sick and experience ills of' the stomach, the head and the skin, taking the witches 

herbal medicine which was not sc ientifically combined and or proven to work. Or who 
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are suffering from leprosy. prosy, paralysis and becomes bylined, deaf, and mentally ill 

and fully lost their mind as a resu lt of the witches' magic charms and or spells like 

Denkeras and Tilawogi. In addit ion to thi s information collected through document 

analysis has showed that. Ihere were many people who have rescued their health and 

some has died due to the wi lehes herbs. 

The data collected from prospective respondents has showed that The belief in witchcraft 

was found to contributes hales, .Jealousy, enmi ty violence, conflict, un charitable feeling 

to the pool of the communilY Ii fe. It is not un common to see conflict among close 

relatives, divorce, famil y disorganization resulted from the belief within the study 

community. Physical violence di rected within a family as a result of witchcraft belief was 

found to have an effeel on children ' s academic achievement, self esteem and self 

confidence development. 

Similarly, It was also rcponed Ihat, children could be liable to stress, identity CrIes, 

discrimination, and hatred by either of hi s/her parent which might result in to occasional 

physical abuse and or assault by their parent after consulting witches and having been 

informed that one or two oj' his ch ildren was/were not his/her own. 

Concerning health related problems related wi th witchcraft belief, it has been found that 

the research respondents knew at least some people in their locality either who are sick 

and experience ill s of the slomach, the head and the skin, taking the witches herbal. Or 

who are suffering from leprosy, prosy, paralysis and becomes bylined, deaf, and mentally 

ill and fully lost their mind as a result of the witches' magic charms and or spells like 

Denkeras and Tilawogi . In add ition to thi s information collected through document 

analysis, has showed that , a iOI of peoples has rescued their health and some has died due 

to the witches herbs. 
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CHAI'TER SIX 

SUMMERY , CONCLUTION AND RECOMMENDATIOS 

6.1. Summery 

The major intent of thi s stud y was to probe in to witchcraft belief in the culture within 

witch it operates, types. prevale nce of psychosocial problems presented to witches, 

solution methods. Accordi ngly the study was designed to answer four research questions, 

viz(l) What witchcraft be lie fs prevailed among the study communi ty? (2)What types of 

problems do local peop lC present to witchcs'! (3 )How do witches propose solution to 

problems presented? (4)What major problems were observed on the community due to 

witchcraft belief? 

The study was conducted in Dessie town. Dessie is found in the Amhara Regional 

National State, South Wollo Administrati ve Zone. The research Information was 

collected from individual s who havc gone and consulted witches. Only seven individuals 

were considered in this study who were targeted through a snow ball sampling for 

sensitivity of the issue and di m culty of finding more wi lling participants. Unstructured 

interview and docume nt analys is was used to serve the research data. An in-depth 

interview was held wi th al l the rcs pondents using interview guide. Additional information 

was sought from Dessie Il ighe r Courts and Dessie police station. 

Concern ing how the re search data was anal yzed, the researcher employed a qualitative 

model in analyzing the re search information. the researcher anal yzed the data in the 

following way: first transcribed the data; then extracted categories from the transcribed 

data; and assembled the data bclonging to cach category; then developed a detai led 
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description of categorics in such a way that it could permit him to draw meanIng, 

conclusions, and recommended action; Finally, the researcher developed an interpretation 

of the data and derived meanings. 

The result of this investigat ion has reviled that a witch is a person who is supposed to 

have possessed a super natural lorce and who is an expert in making herbal remedies, 

magical charms, and spells. Witehcrafi was found to be inherited only from the male line 

and both a men and women can be a witch. Among most people of the community, 

witches are perceived to he thc ul timate remedy provider for all sorts of human problems. 

They were also seen as omnipotent and omniscient body. It was also found that for some 

people, witches are attributed as religious images. Witchcraft was found to be perceived 

as the practice of a witch or witches, who is/are supposed to posses a spiritual forces. It is 

also found to be seen as a positive cultural tradition to the community. 

Concerning what have motivated people to go to and consult the witches, it has found to 

be mainly due to two cu ltural ly held beliefs: the belief that some diseases are thought to 

hide themselves and result dea th if they are seen by a doctor and also due to the belief 

that concerning predicting peoples' kismet, horoscope, foretelling the future and explains 

misfortunes witches are thought to know bctter and good at with. It has also been found 

that witchcraft is an alternat ive re li gion for some individuals of the study community that 

they involved in witchcra ft as a way of expressing their spiritual aspiration. However few 

people go to witch-hunts not to expend lot money due to their low economic status. 

As far as the witches' power in causing tribulations, witches were thought to cause all 

sorts of evil things. Witches were thought to burn a house, bring hail storms, snow and un 

seasonal rains to ruin erops. I·:ven the control of weather, was believed to be within their 

grasp and the season were delayed at their words. They were also thought to infertile a 

so il and make unfruitfu l crops. Witches werc thought to bring poverty and as well as 

prosperity in to a man' s li·le. rhe resu lt also should that, it was thought as a mild thing for 
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a witch to spread death and caused fata l and strange diseases. Accordingly, a witch was 

sought as capable to kill. paral yze, go people mad, and through to cause leprosy, 

epi lepsy, apoplexy, abort ion in pregnancy. 

As far as the types of problems peoplc present to witches is concerned, It was found that 

local people consult witches general ly (i) for every type of health related problems; (i i) 

looking after charms or spells either to get ri ch easily or to harm other people; and (i ii)to 

spy over one ' s own men .. People also consult witches to find short cuts to the emotional 

and economic perfection the " arc seeking. Concerning solution methods often used by 

the witches to solve problems presentcd to them, it has been found that the witches ' 

method comprises of: conduc ting Dua; casting spells and charms; herbal medicines; and 

Oath. 

The belief in witehcra!t was found to contributes hates, Jealousy, enmity violence, 

conflict, un charitable feeling to the pool of the community life. It was fou nd to be the 

cause for conflicts, di vorcc. and liuni ly di sorganization resulted from the belief within the 

study community. Physica l violence directcd within a family as a result of witchcraft 

belief was found to have an elfcct on children's academic achievement, self esteem and 

self confidence development. It was al so rcported that, children could be liable to stress, 

identity cries, discrimination. and hatred by either of hislher parent which might result in 

to occasional physical abuse and or assault by their parent having been informed that one 

or two of his children was/were not hi s/her own after consulting witches. 
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6.2. Conclusion 

Based on the summary or the li nd ings made above, the researcher draws the fo llowing 

conclusions: 

I. The result of the present study shows that a witch is often considered as, a wise 

person, who is an expert in making herbal remedies, and who possessed the 

ultimate remedies or al l human problems. Witchcraft seeks to explore the ' why' 

accidents of life. Wi tc hcraft is mainly considered as a positive cultural tradition 

and an easy explanation of the ill s of life. It is a use full concept for many people 

because it helps to explain the why accident of life. 

2. It is found out that peop le consult wi tches for every type of health problems 

looking for so lutio n: wish ing to harm or to make others suffer from misfortunes 

or di seases looking Il,r charms or spclls; to find shortcuts to the social , personal, 

and emotional perfection they are seeking. Witches are also found to be seen in 

time of confl ict and disagreement between closest. 

3. The result of thi s in vesti gation also revealed that the use of herbs, magic charms 

and spell casting, forecast ing or forete lling, caring out dua, and getting peoples in 

to an oath were fOlln d to be wi tches methods used to so lve problems presented to 

them. 

4. The result also revealcd that witchcraft belief was found to be to be the sources 

of complex and wide sprcad problems with significant psychological and social 

effects on the socie 
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6.3. Recommendations 

Based on the findings 01' this study and other established facts, the following 

recommendations are made : 

I. Policy designers anci conccrned bodics should have to reali ze that an enlightened 

religion, education. mcciicine and bettcr social and racial conditions will helps to 

abolish the belie f in such a way that, education is certainly needed to create 

awareness on the community. The spread of health service will do much better in 

reducing the nu mber of peoples who seeks the witches' treatment. Better 

economic and social conditions wi ll go some away towards removing conflicts 

and troubles enmi ty. jea lousy etc. and religion is a spiritual force that can give a 

better faith than witchcraft . It gives direction for better social relationship through 

love of once neighbor. 

2. The local peoplcs should make more use of social and legal mechanisms for 

settling their di spuws. Vlan should devote himself to faith in God, education and 

hard work to reali".e onc's full poten ti al 

3. In addition the govcrnment has to enforce strong legal sanctions on witchcraft 

practitioners. 
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Appendixes 

I. Amharic Questionnaire 
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n.fflt..;.A 17 
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6. ,.,uolf'/· M.e ""/"rll" ' ''' '( :f",f!':f M:(lf09" If'/- I\.,.,.:y. htl.,., .. :r "'''l-'l~ 

I'uor,:,).·l. ~,"'1(',.·(.r.o:r y.(.\:,. (IIy. m'H:.e fl.')' 7,'}-'l. 'l.'<\'I""'1,7"."':'~m· m.e9" 

1''''1,.r.l'.C,?:f(ll· ~1"~J'iY'i' 9"'} .euofl(.\fO:J-(.\? 
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~,,.,.'} ? 
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II. English guestionnail'c 

1. How do you and describe a witch? 

2. How do you and other people in your locality describe witchcraft? 

3. Do you thick that witchera f'l be liefis necessary, or unnecessary that both witches and the 

belief should have to aboli sh') 

3. 1 If your answer is ncccssary, would yo u describe it briefly? 

3.2. If you answered unnccessary, would yo u describe why? 

4. What types of problems do pcople most li'equently go with to ask for witches? 

4. What types of strategies do witches most frequently employee to solve we problems 

presented to them? 

5. Why you think people do pref'crs to go to witches? 

7. What tribulations do witches arc tho ught to bring on men? 
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