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Abstract 

The mam purpose of this study was to explore the contribution of livelihood 

diversification in constructing sustainable livelihood. The focus was to investigate 

the motivating factors of livelihood diversification, to identify the groups that are 

engaged in diversification and to examine the groups that achieved success. 

Thus, in conducting the study the researcher selected Gola and Galcha kabeles 

of Fentale Woreda as a study area. Seventy-one households w~re selected as the 

subject of the study. Questionnaires were administered to the seventy one 

households, interview were conducted with eight key informants who have been 

selected based on their background knowledge about the issue. Focus Group 

Discussion was held with four groups of male and female participants. In 

addition to that, personal observations were undertaken in the study. Percentage 

and descriptive analysis were used to analyze the data . The findings indicated 

that, in the study area livelihood diversification is undertaken as a risk 

minimizing strategy. Though, households in the poor, middle, and rich wealth 

group were found to be engaged in cultivation as livelihood diversification, they 

are those households in the rich wealth group that could generate additional 

income from cultivation and build the capacity to deal with 'and recover from 

stress and shocks. Natural resources degradation associated with Population 

explosion and the expansion of farming are found to be major threats for the 

sustainability of cultivation as a livelihood in the study area . Thus, in order to 

ensure the survival of the people and avert the degradation of natural resources, 

environmental relieving mechanisms have to be designed. Building the human 

and physical capital of the study area can contribute a lot in this regarded. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

1.1 Introduction 

1.1.1 Background to the Study 

Food security has been in the public eye for a long time . Starting from 

the 1970s it has taken a center stage in the development debate and it 

remained to be so (Maxwell , 2001) . Interest in food security has waxed 

and waned overtime in response to the evolution of thinking about 

development more widely, and because of changes in the nature of the 

food problem in the real world . 

While the 20 th century marked the systematic eradication of famine from 

its traditional homes such as Russia, China, India, and Bangladesh; 

most of the sub-Saharan African countries which were self-sufficient at 

the time of independence chan ged from a net-exporter of staples to 

reliance on imports and aid in less than 40 years (Devereux, 2001). 

Despite remarkable changes at this point of time in the a reas of 

agricultural production, transport and communications infrastructure, 

and humanitarian support, the region could not eradicate food crisis and 

chronic hunger (Devereux & Maxwell, 2001). Rather it has become the 

only region where the food insecure people a re increasing from time to 

time and with highest incidence of food insecurity (Degefa, 2005). 

Devereux and Maxwell stated that: 

More than 840 million people were undernourished in 
1992. A growing proportion of these people- 26 percent in 
1992, up from 11 percent in 1971 live in Africa due to a 
combination of deteriorating food security in that continent 
and improvements elsewhere notably South and East Asia 
(2001: 2). 

In View of this depressing statistic, together with recurrent famines In 

the horn and the constant threat of food crisis triggered by conflict or 



drought in other parts of Africa, prioritizing food security as a major 

agenda is a convincing case. 

As far as the causes are concerned, Tekola stated that "the causes of the 

food crisis in Africa are as wide and varied and as numerous and 

complex as the countries of the region them selves" (1990: 9). The failure 

of SSA countries to feed their population is attributed to dimatic shocks, 

mainly drought and subsequent water scarcity, resource degradation, 

bad governance and inefficient policies, wide spread epidemics and 

technological stagnation (Oegefa, 2005). 

Ethiopia is one of the sub-Saharan Africa countries with the most 

precarious long term food situation. Out of some 44 famine catastrophes, 

the country faced the "great famine", which occurred by the end of the 

19 th century swept almost the whole territory of Abyssinia and its 

consequences were so destructive that it killed one-third of the total 

population, and 90% of the cattle (Pankhust, 1987). The 20th century 

famines of 1973/74 and 1984/85 could also result in devastating 

consequences. To its worst, the 1984/85 famine affected some 10 million 

peasants and spread itself throughout the country (Oessalegn, 1990). 

Famine and mass starvation which have been quite common m 

Ethiopian history has become more recurrent in this century than m 

previous ones . To this effect Oevereuxe explains that: 

Since the mid 1970s, the label 'land of famine' has resided 
exclusively in Ethiopia and Sudan, and the Hom of Africa 
remains the last comer of the world where a famine seems 
destined to occur at least once every year (2000: 17). 

On the basis of agro-ecology and the major sources of livelihood, there 

are two famine prone areas (Oegefa, 2005). The highland regions 

dominated by sedentary mixed farmers which includes some parts of 

North Shoa, south Wollo, North Wollo zones, and some parts of Tigray 
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regional state; and the arid and semi-arid areas where pastoralism and 

agro-pastoralism are the main sources of survival. This covers some 

parts of North Shoa, the entire Afar and Somali regions, low lands of East 

Hararghe, Borana and Bale zones and some pa rts of southern Nations 

Nationalities and people's Region. 

These arid and semi-arid areas, inhabited by the pastoral and agro­

pastoral communities are the most food insecure environments where 

drought is the major recurring risk (Swift & Hamilton, 2001). In such an 

environment where uncertainty is the major problem, production of both 

crops and livestock is highly dependent on the ability to ' be flexible, to 

adapt to changes as they occur and to spread risks. However unlike their 

long history of environmental adaptation and endured survival, the 

Ethiopian pastoralists in general are facing acute food shortage (Tadesse, 

2006) . To use the words of Helland, "the once much admired, proud, self­

contained and fiercely independent pastoralists are today conceptualized, 

particularly in the development lexicon as helpless paupers and 

perpetual famine relief clients" (2001: 13). 

Studies on how poor households cope with food insecurity has 

highlighted the varied adaptations to changing environmental and social 

circumstances which households have at their disposal , (Elliot, 2006). 

Livelihood diversification has been one of the mechanisms available to 

such households (Ellis, 1998). 

In this regard pastoralists in general have long been involved in different 

economic activities and derive a significant portion of their subsistence 

from activities other than livestock rearing such as farming, migration to 

towns, wage labour, caravan trade, Crafts etc (Ayalew, 2001). In the case 

of Karrayu pastoralists, starting from the 1980s, they have been engaged 

in other non-pastoral and new types of economic activities which they 

resort to when household income falls below the viability threshold and 

they have to find other livelihood. 
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1.1.2. Statement of the Problem 

Food insecurity is not only a matter of lack of surplus food production at 

national level rather it could also be caused by the inability of livelihoods 

to guarantee access to sufficient food at household level (Devereux and 

Maxwell, 2001). Thus, food security constitutes a system of broader 

livelihood security and sustainability (Degefa, 2005), in which the 

management of risk and vulnerability are critical elements. Livelihood 

diversification as a means of achieving sustainable livelihood depends on 

the interplay between different factors. These include: the capitals 

required and available , the contextu a l setting, and the institutional 

arrangements (Swift a nd Hamilton, 2001 ). 

A complex processes including development projects and, the changing 

condition of pastoralism has resulted in the diversification of the pastoral 

economy and the involvement of pastoralists in non-pastoral activities 

(Ayalew, 2001). 

Though the Karrayu are one of those pastoral groups undertaking 

livelihood diversification , there is no much knowledge as to the way 

pastoralism is diversified and whether this diversification has brought 

livelihood sustaina bility or not. 

1.1.3. Objectives of the Study 

1.1.3.1. General Objective 

The general objective of the study IS to examme the ways pastoral 

livelihood is diversified and their contribution to livelihood sustainability 

in the case of Karrayu pastoralists living in Gola and Galcha kebeles of 

Fentale Woreda. 
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1.1.3.2 Specific Objectives 

.:. To study the causes of livelihood diversification in the study area . 

• :. To study the contribution of livelihood diversification in achieving 

livelihood sustainability in the study a rea . 

• :. To study which group of the society diversified its livelihood in the 

study area . 

• :. To study which group of the society benefited from livelihood 

diversification in the study area. 

1.1.4. Research Questions 

.:. What are the factors leading to livelihood diversification in the study 

area? 

.:. Which group of the society engaged III livelihood diversification III 

the study area? 

.:. Which group of the society benefited from livelihood diversification? 

.:. Can the diversified livelihoods available to households bring about 

livelihood sustainability? 

1.1.5. Significance of the Study 

.:. It will assess the challenges and prospects of livelihood 

diversification as a way to livelihood sustain ability in the study area . 

• :. The finding of the research will serve as a stepping stone for 

development interventions in the area . 

• :. The study will motivate other researchers to conduct further study 

on the topic 
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1.1.6. The Scope and Limitations of the Study 

The scope of the study is limited to Karrayu pastoralists who a re engaged 

in diverse livelihoods living in Gola and Galcha kebeles of Fenta le 

Woreda. 

As far as the limitation is concerned 

.:. The remoteness of the a rea and sh ortage of the required time 

limited the effort to undertake inten sive study . 

• :. Since the researcher was a strange to the study a rea he faced a 

challenge in accessing information within limited time frame . 

• :. Since the research er doesn't h ave the knowledge of the local 

lan gu age, the da ta collection process was dependent on 

interpreters 
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