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Abstract 

This study explored the practice of community based con·ection at Forum on Sustainable Child 

Empowerment (FSCE) in Addis Ababa. A purposive sampling technique and a qualitative 

research design with a case study approach were used. In accordance twelve sample sizes were 

taken from the children in conflict with the law who are in FSCE supported Community Based 

Correction Centers (CBCCs) located at Arada and Kolfe sub cities. Parents and key informants 

were also participateg on in-depth interview. Data were analyzed using cross case. analysis. 

During analysis the researcher ensured that the data were transparent, understandable to the 

reader and trustworthy by using mult{ple data collection method and data triangulation. The 

findings indicated that parenthood and neighborhood situation influcnced children in conflict 

with law to commit crimes and experience unwanted behaviors. CBCCs provided entel1ainment , 

empowerment, treatment and participatory activities. The activitics made CBCCs conducive for 

bringing about behavioral changes, develop di ffere nt skills and most importantly keep their 

contacts w ith family, relatives, fi·iends and other community members. The study found that 

there is no formal fo llow up system in reintegration process for children in conflict with the law. 

In addition, lack of good management, development induced d isplacement projects, negative 

perception towards the children and practices, and budgetary constraints are the major chal lenges 

encountered by CBCCs. Social workers, traditional support systems, multi stake holders, and 

vo lunteers are identified as assets for the practices ofCBCCs. However, their contribution was 

found limited. The study findings have implication to socia l work practice, education, research 

and advocacy. 

Key words: co mmunity based correction, chi ldren in conflict with the law, community 

assets 
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Chapter One 

I. Introduction 

1.1 Background of the study 

Juvenile delinquency refers to the criminal acts performed by juveniles or the youths. It is 

also the lega l term for criminal behavior canied out by minors recognized for having prob lemat ic 

behavior (Nayak, 20 13). It can also be seen as any behavior that is prohibited by the juvenile law 

ofa state; each state's leg islature can re-defines delinquency in particu lar co nsideration of their . . 
context (Taylor, Fritsch & Caet i, 2002). 

The legal definit ions of juvenile delinquency dist inguished juvcnile offenders from adult 

crimina ls to provide a separate system and process of justice in line with their need for protection 

and care (Hami lton, 20 II ). Convention on the Right of Child (1989), which Ethiop ia ratifi ed, 

emphasized the primary purpose of any action takcn against ch ildren in juvenile justice system 

shou ld be rehabilitation and reintegration. Accordingly, the cri mi nal code of Eth iopia provided 

measurements and pena lt ies that are applicable to young persons. It maintained that the primary 

aim of act ions against juvenile delinquents should be to turn the juveniles into useful and 

productive citizens by educating and correcting them (Criminal Code, 2005 article 157-162). 

Correctional mechanisms to children in connict with the law are institutiona l correction 

and co nulltll1ity based corrections. Inst itutional cOlTections are secured facilities that are more 

restrict ive places. Community based corrections in clude different forms of correctional 

alternatives which place children in confl ict w ith the law in their community to maintain the 

relationship w ith their fam ily (Taylo r, Fritsch & Caeti, 2002). 

The objectives of co nullunity based correction includes, rei ntegration, wh ich is 

considered as the main objective that allows offenders to maintain existing contacts and establish 
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new ones in the co mmunity (Hanser, 2014). Community protection, while assuming co ntrol of 

the offender in the commu nity, is aimed at protecting the society fro m further harm. Intermedi ate 

pun islunents used as, co nmlUnity based correctio ns can also serve as alternati ves to incarceration 

that better reflect the severity of the offence than institutional correction mechanisms 

(Andargachew Tesfaye, 2004). 

Incarcerated youths can be treated effectively in well-organized community-based 

programs. It was fou nd that greater or similar reductions in recidi vism rates, effectiv, 

reintegration and greater attitudinal progresses ca n be achieved in youth treated in community­

based correctio n programs as co mpared to those detained in secured institutions (Shelley, 2005). 

In Ethiop ia community based correct ions have not yet rece ived signifi cant research 

attention of concerned bodies. It is also not well devc loped as interventio n a lternative and 

academi c practices. This has resulted in scarce literature, low practice and intervention on the 

area of reha bilitation of children in conflict w ith the law. Therefore, this paper aimed to explore 

and report the study of community based correction practices in Addis Ababa. 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Bete lehem Wondimu (2014) conducted comparative study of juvenile delinquen cy 

between Add is Ababa and out of Addis Ababa raised juveniles in Ethiopia . The study found that 

dysfunctiona l fa milies, peer pressures and inabi lity to attain bas ic needs are id entified as causes 

for both groups to become delinquents. In addition, failure of parental care was identifi ed as a 

spec ial cause for Addis Ababa raised juveniles. Street li fe was found as a separate cause for out 

of Addis Ababa raised juvenile invo lvement in delinquen·cy. The study identified theft as a 

conunon type of delinquent act committed by both groups. 

II 
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Similarly Nayak (20 13) studied Juvenile Delinquency: Its Magnitude and Impact at 

Gondar Town in Eth iopia. The fmdings showed, children who were from large s ized lor 

disintegrated fami ly commit more delinquent acts than small er s ized and hea lthy fami ly. Med ia 

can also positively or negatively influence the behavior of juveniles. The findi ng also showed 

chi ldren who come from IUra I area and had poor family back ground are more like ly to commit 

different crimes. The study was conducted on small sample size from Gondar and genera lized 

the fi ndi ngs to all rural areas in Eth iopia. 

Hailu Legesse, Leeuwen (20 14) conducted a quantitative study on Perceived Parental 

Behavior of Juvenile Delinquent Boys in ·Prison: A Case in Ethiopia. The study found evidence 

[or the association between parenting and delinquent behavior in the Ethiopian context. This 

implies that both fam ily characterist ics and parenting practiccs are important to consider. The 

study only used quantitative techniques to conduct the study, which is difficult to understand the 

parental behavior in depth. 

Daniel Sewasew, Selamawit Kassa, Gebeyehu Abate, Mengesha Shebaba, Hone 

Mandefero and Yemataw Wondie (20 15) conducted study on correlates of juvenile delinquency 

among ja iled delinquents in Gondar, Ethiopia. The findings showed juvenile delinquency has 

direct and significa nt relat ionship w ith poor family commun ication, peer relatio nship, schoo l 

problems and neighbors. The strongest influence was from neighborhood condit ion compared to 

other factors covered in this study. The study was conducted on children in confl ict with the law 

who are corrected in formal institutional correction faci liti es. 

Shimelis Mengistu (2009) conducted lega l study on domestication of internatio nal law 

standards on the rights ofthe child with specific emphasis on the minimum agc for criminal 

responsib ility: the case of Ethiop ia. The study found the ex isting minimum age of crimina l 

12 



Running head: CO MMUNITY BASED CORRETION ..... 

responsibil ity under the Federal Criminal Code is below the internationally accepted minimum 

age. According to the study many of the measures taken in the countly to protect the rights of 

children were unable to generate the desired results. However, the study only analyzes the 

existing legal instruments which did not use empirical data to come up w ith such conclusion. 

Similarly, Peter and Turner (20 II) found that most of those who became adult criminals 

begin their so ca lled 'criminal career' as juvenil es. According to the study, delinquency record is 

one of the stro ngest predjctors of adult crim ina lity. So, intervention on delinquency prevents the 

onset of adult criminal career and thus reduces the burden of crime on its victims and society. 

Shelley (2005) fo und that many incarcerated youth can be treated effectively in well­

organ ized community-based programs. Greater or s imilar reductions in recidivism rates and 

effective reintegration were observed. Greater attitudinal pi'ogresses were also fo und in youth 

treated in community-based conection programs as compared to those detained in secured 

institutions. The context in which the study conducted did not represent the rea lit ies of Ethiopia. 

Save the C hildren Sweden (2005) repOl1ed on diversion of children in conflict with the 

law to community-based program centers in Ethiopia covered offences committed by chi ldren, 

indicators of success and challenges to the practice. The repOlt indicated, offences committed by 

children are related to the social, economic and psychological cond itions of families and 

communit ies. System of implementation, direct impact on children and increased commitment of 

respons ible bod ies were identified as the indicators of success for the practice. According to the 

repOl1, clarity of concepts like petty offence, involvement of duty bearers, drop outs from the 

diversion program and lack of practical ski lls on child protection were listed as the major 

challenges of community based programs. The report did not involve the direct beneficiaries of 

CBC programs, which are ch ildren. 

13 
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In addition Tsegaye Deda (201 I) , prepared document entitled introducing child 

protection and child jhendly justice in a soc iety with complex soc io-economic challenges 

experiences and Icssons from Ethiopia. The document discussed child protection and child 

friendly justice, overview of child protection and Child Friendly Justice (CFJ) setting in 

Ethiopia, and child protection and child friendly serv ice systems. Among child protection and 

child friendly services, CBC program was raised. However, the document is organizational 

repOJi which did not criticflily explored the practice of community based co rrection pra.ctices. 

To summarize, even though numerous studies are available on juvenile delinquency in 

Ethiopia, there are no studies conducted OJi children in conflict with the law correctcd in 

conUllUnity based correction system. Most of the existing studies on children in conflict with the 

·Iaw in Ethiopia wcre conducted on children corrected in forinal correctional faci lities, uscd small 

sample size, did not use empirical data, used only quantitative tcchnique and other studies were 

conducted on different context. The existing Ethiopian literatures about conununity based 

cOlTection practices were found to be organization repolis and did not critically explore the CBC 

practices by involving the direct beneficiaries of the CBCCs. As a result , there exists scarce 

information which adequately depicts the status of community based correction in Ethiopian 

justice process. 

Therefore, this study exp lored the practice of community based correction practices in 

Addis Ababa by taking Forum on Sustainable Child Empowerment supported centers located at 

Arada and Kolfe sub cities in Add is Ababa. Thi s study contributes as one of the base line social 

work research documents in Ethiopia, and potentially serves as a guide to intervention 

teclmiqucs. The study also paves the way to ulrther intervention on community based correction 

in Ethiopia in the rehabilitation of chi ldren in conflict with the law. 

14 
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1.3 Research Questions 

In this study, the following research questions were addressed: 

• How do children enter Community based correction centers ofFSCE? 

• What are the practices of community based corrections for children in conflict with the 

law in FSCE supported cOlTection centers? 

• What are the challenges and opp0l1unities of community based correction centers 

supported by FSCE? 

• How do conununity assets and major actors influenced in community based correction 

practice at FSCE? 

1.4 Objective of the Study 

This study explored the practices of community based correction at Forum on Sustainable 

Child Empowerment in Addis Ababa. More specifically, the study aimed to 

• Identify why children enter community based correction centers ofFSCE. 

• Explore the practice of community based corrections for children in conflict with the law 

in FSCE supported community based correction centers. 

• Assess the oppOI1lmities and challenges of community based correction centers at FSCE? 

• Identity how community assets and major actors influenced community based correction 

practices at FSCE supp0l1ed centers. 

1.5 Significance of the study 

As seen in the problem statement, there have been studies on children that were corrected 

in institutional correction facilities. However, there is no academic study on children in 

community based correction centers in Ethiopia. Therefore this study contributes to fill the gap 

in the existing literature. The study also encourages governmental and non-governnlental 
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organ izations like policy makers, program deve lopers and justice offices to intervene on 

community based correction by clarifying the existing practices and cha llenges. Finally the 

research identified the community assets for the pract ice of CBC. This creates an opportunity for 

social work practitioners and community development workers to mobilize those assets on their 

intervention on community based correction practices. 

1.6 Scope of the study 

The scope of the stqdy is limited to exploring community based co rrectio n practjces in 

Addis Ababa. FSCE's supported community based correction centers located in Arada sub city 

and Kolfe Keraneo sub city CBCCs were specifically referred. The smdy mainly focused on 

chil dren in conflict with the law in community based correct ion centers, children's parents, 

formerly co rrected children fi·om CBCCs and children who came to the centers to use the 

services. The study did not cover the legal fi·ameworks for CBC, that means the challenges and 

oppOltunities of the instruments were not covered. The challenges of multi stalk holders to 

involve in CBC practices were no t explored. Finally the study only involved few case 

participants to understand the practice and challenges of reintegration. Therefore, the 

effectiveness of the CBC practice in reintegration process for all formerly corrected children was 

not covered. 

1.7 Definition of Terms 

CBCCs- are used to refer to the centers located at Arada and Kolfe cub cities of Addis Ababa. 

Children- used to refer participants who are between twelve up to eighteen age. 

Chi ldren in conflict wit h the law- used to refer chi ldren who are in contact with the law by 

conunitting crimes st ipulated under criminal code and who have experiencing deviant and 

offensive bebavior in their living areas. 

16 
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Community- it refers to the living areas where children are living, specifica lly Arada sub city 

(around kazanchis) and Kolfe Keraneo sub city (around Kolfe). 

Early childhood- used to refer ages less that twelve. 

Multi stake holders- used to refer to a group of sector offices included in a form of council by 

FSCE intended to invo lve concerned sectors in CBCC practices so that they can feel responsible 

in the practice of CBC. For exa mpl e administeri ng budget, facilita ting services and act ivities, 

and mobi lizing co mmunity members. 

Tradit iona l support systems- are found in the communities which have been used by commu nity 

members to support each other in times of sad and happy moments like mourning times, 

weddings, etc. 

1'.8 Organization of the Study 

This study has six chapters. The fU'st chapter introduced the background of the study, 

statement of the prob lem, the research object ive, the research quest ion, sign ificance of the study, 

the scope of the study, definition of terms, and organization of the study. The seco nd chapter is 

the li terature review that provides an overview of children 's reasons for involving in cri mes, 

cOITectional mechanisms for chi ldren in conflict w ith the law. Among the mechanisms 

co mmunity based correctio ns are given emphasis by elaborating the hi storica l background , 

phi losophical and theoretica l explanations, object ives and for ms of community based correction 

are discussed. Co mmun ity based correctio n prac tices and their chall enges, community based 

corrections in Ethiop ia also presented in th is chapter. 

The third chapter describes the research methods. The philosophi ca l parad igm was 

selected in accordance with research questions. The chapter discussed research design, study 

area, study partic ipants and inclusion criteria, sampling plan, sa mp ling size, data Co ll ect ion 

17 
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techniques, data co llection process, method of data analysis and the ethical considerations for 

exploring the practice of conullunity based conection programs at FSCE supported centers. The 

strength and challenges of the study process is also discussed in this chapter. 

The fourth chapter presented the findings of the practice ofCBC at Arada and Kolfe 

CBCCs. The findings were presented in themes that are related to the research questions. That 

are, children's background, preliminary issues to CBC practices, services and activities of 

CBCCs, and challenges the; practice is presented. The fifth chapter discussed the findings of the 

study with regard to respond the research questions by referring empirica l works. Finally the 

sixth chapter presented the conclusion and social work implications of the research findin gs. 

18 
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Chapter Two 

2. Literature Review 

This section briefly presents relevant research findings and other related literatures on 

cOIfUllUnity based correction and juvenile delinquency broadly. It discussed about chi ldren's 

reasons for involving in crimes, cOITectional mechanisms for children in contlict with the law. 

Community based correction given emphasis, accordingly historical background, philosophical 

and theoretica l exp lanat ion of ~ommu nity based corrections, objectives, and fo rms of coml]lunity 

based correction, commu nity based correction practices and the ir cha llenges, and co mmunity 

based co rrections in Ethiop ia are d iscussed respectively. 

2.t C hildren's Reasons for Involving in C rimes 

Children from different background are easi ly victimizcci and get involved in different 

kinds of anti-soc ial act ivities in the community such as crime involving theft , destruction, or 

vio lence, the victim always suffers loss (Nayak, 2013). According to Omboto, Ondiek, Odera & 

Ayugi (20 13), most of the children are in crime because of poverty, which drove them into 

criminal acts for survival. The study timher revea led that over 70% of the inmates participated in 

the study were poor or came Ii·om poor family backgrounds (P 19). 

Broken homes (dysfunctiona l families) and low education attai nment are also the causes 

of ch ildren to become in contl ict with the law. Some participants are orphans w ithout guardians 

before their arrests, others had s ingle or divorced parents, and others parents' or guard ian were 

alcoholics who could not offer good parenthood (Ojo, 2012). Simi larly, Betelehem Wondimu 

(20 14) also found dysfunctional families, peer pressures and inability to atta in basic needs are 

identified as causes for both groups to become delinquents. 

19 
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Eckers ley & Dear (2002) concluded that in addition to break up of families, 

individualism and rapid technological development are factors that cause crime among the 

children. Finally, some crimes committed by the youth are out of exc itement games. 

Some youth get into crime due to peer pressure and rebellion against parental authori ty. 

Cases of the young offenders w hose offences were being in possession, they confessed to have 

been recruited by friends. Furthermore, majority of these offenders who participated in the study 

indicated that, before their arres.ts they lived in the various s lum areas (Omboto, Ondiek, Od~ra 

& Ayugi , 20 13 P 19). 

2.2 Con'ection Mechanisms for Children in Conflict with the Law 

Correctional mechanisms to children in conflict with the law are cOlllmunity based 

correction and institutional corrections. Community based correciion is a broad term used to 

inc lude a variety of correctional alternatives that are less restrictive and operated in the 

community. This programs p lace ch ildren in confli ct with the law in their community to maintain 

the existed relationship. Institutional cOlTections are secured facilities that do not allow the 

ch ildren fi'eedom of movement within the community, more restrictive approach and all aspect of 

the juvenile's life are contro lled w ithin the correction fac ilities (Taylor, Fritsc h &Caeti, 2002) . 

Juvenile just ice requires a separate approach from the criminal just ice system. Indeed, the 

language of juvenile justice is itself distinct; a "child in confl ict w ith the law" should bear no 

more likeness to a "criminal". As such, national laws and policies should not rely on existing 

models and systems that have been designed for adu lts, but rather draft new legislatio ns to 

address the unique position of ch ildren in confli ct with the law (International NGO cou nci l on 

violation against chi ldren, 2013). 
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Most importantly, unlike the retributive ambitions of criminal justice, the cornerstone of 

juvenile justice is the rehabilitat ive goal. Priority should be given to the examination o fa chi ld 's 

personal, family and co mmunity situations rather than the production of evidence for prosecution 

(Andargachew Tesfaye, 2004) . Juvenile justice also recognizes children in conflict with the law 

as a vulnerable group entitled to special protection, and seeks to ensure that children's rights are 

respected in all interactions with the justice system (International NGO council on vio lation 

aga inst children, 201 3). 

2.3 Community Based Corrections 

Community based correction is a broad term used to capture a variety of correctional 

a lternat ives with one co nunon characteristic: they are less restrict ive than inst itutional 

correciions and are operated in the community. These programs place importance on offenders 

remaining in their respective conU11Unities by develop in g consistent rel ationship with members 

of the soc iety especiall y adult ro le models (Tylor, Fritsch & Caeti, 2002). Conununity based 

cOlTection inc ludes a ll non- incarcerating correctional sanct ions imposed community based 

corrections in wh ich offenders serve all or a portion of their sentence in the community (A larid, 

20 13 p4) . 

2.4 HistOJ'ical Background of Community Based Correction 

There were practices that served as an alternative sanction. Sanctuary was the earliest 

considered option. It came in two ways: one was secu lar in its nature and the other had roots in 

the Christ ian re lig ion. In both cases, accused criminals could escape prosecution by moving into 

and rnaintaining their res id ence in c ities (Hanser, 2014). 

Later, judges in 1770s England increased use of other alternative methods to 

incarcerat ion known as judicia l reprieve. This practice depended on the fu ll d iscretion of judges. 
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If the judges believed that sending criminals to incarceration was not proportional to the crime 

committed, they wou ld let the offender to reprieve in w hich they ga ined freedom for specific 

period of time. At the expiration of such time, the offender would be able to apply for fu ll pardon 

to crown of England (Andargachew Tesfaye, 2004) 

Recognizance also served as an alternative punishment in earlier times, which is traced 

back to the case of Call/mall wealth Vs chase (/830). It was used to avoid final convictions on 

young and minor offenders, in th, hope that those offend ers would refrain fro m further crim in.al 

acts. This points that many of the early alternatives to incarceration were implemented more for 

the reintegration of offenders into the community'(Hanser, 2014). 

2.5 Philosophical and Theoretical Explanation of Community Based Corrections 

. Within the co ncept of corrections in the modern context, five goals or philosophical 

orientations are genera lly recognized. These are retribution, deterrence, incapacitation, 

rehabili tation and rest itution. The under lying philosophical bas is of community based correction 

especia ll y probat ion and parole is mainly rehabili tat ing offenders and reintegrating them into 

society (Sherman and Jacobs, 20 I I). 

Social learning theory dictates that offenders learn to commit crimes through imitation 

and diffe rential reinforcement (Hanser, 20 14). Subcultural theory is an extension of socia l 

learning theory. It explains that many individuals simultaneously tend to learn to commit crime 

in one locat ion and these results in crime rates becoming dispropol1ionately hi gh in such areas 

where criminal behav ior is learncd as a va lued norm. On the other hand, soc ial disorganization 

theory hold s that disorgani zed co mmunities cause crime because ill formal socia l controls break 

down. (Ty lor, Fritsch, Cacti, 2002) . 
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Finally, labeling theory explains much about community coITection. It states individuals 

become stabilized in crim in al roles when they are labeled as criminals and stigmatized by the 

society, and are more likely to develop crimina l identities. The labe l of 'criminal offender' stands 

in the way of the offender reintegrating back into the community. Such labels impair the 

offender's ability to obtain schoo l, emp loyment, housing o r other goods and services that are 

important to proceed normal way of life (Hanser, 2014). 

2.6 Objectives for Community I}ased Correction 

There are three important notions in favor of community correction. First, it is considered 

to be cheaper than incarceration. Secondly, commlmity supervis ion is more effect ive than 

institutional settings for decreasing the rate of recidivism. Finally, incarceration is considered 

more hilrmful to the offender, family members particularly for children of women offenders, and 

the society at large (Andargachew Tesfaye, 2004). A community sentence sceks to repair the 

harm the offender has caused to the vict im or the community and to reduce the risk of 

reoffending in the future (Alarid, 2013 p5). 

Policy makers and correction officials look to community corrections to alleviate 

overcrowding in prisons. In the face of shrinking budgets, coITul1unity corrections agencies as 

well as elected and appointed governme nt officials are looki ng for innovative so lutions to reduce 

new crimes and new victim ization (Crime and Justice Institute at Community Resources for 

Justice, 2009). 

Accord ing to Hanser (20 14) and Andargachew Tesfaye (2004), there are three major 

objectives of community based correction. The first one is reintegration which allows offenders 

to maintain existing contacts and establish new ones in the conul1unity. COITl11ll1nity protection is 

another objective of community based cOITection, relying on the assumption that controlling 
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offender, while remaining in the community is aimed at protecting the society fi·om fu rther harm. 

Fin ally, intermediate punishments, community based cOlTections can serve as alternatives to 

incarceration. 

2.7 Forms of Community Based Correction 

Conununity based cOlTection programs incorporate a ll non- institutional correction 

programs (Alarid, 2013). There are various forms of community based correctio ns found in 

d iffe rent literature. For this paper, .only few and major ones are discussed. 

Probation ind icated the re-int egrative phi losophy of correct ions and it is a cOUl1 ordered 

period of co rrectional supervision in the co mmuniiy. In some cases, probation can be part ofa 

combined se ntence of incarceration fo llowed by a period of com munity supervision. The co re 

services of probation are to provide pre-sentence investigation and rep0l1s to the co urt, to help 

develop appropriate co un dispositions fo r adult offenders and ch ildren in co nni ct with the law 

(Center on Sentencing and Correction, 20 13; Alarid, 20 13 p5). 

Parole, or post-release supervis ion, is a period of conditional, supervised re lease in the 

conU1lUnity following a prison tenn. Prisoners are released at the end of their prison terms, and 

then placed on shorter-term and mandatory post release supervision. This is predicated on 

maintaining good behavior and remai ning in custody und er the guidance of the institution or 

some other agencies approved by concerned body (Hanser, 2014). 

Rest itution is also considered as a form of community based correct ion mechanism. It is 

based on the ancient principle of' i f anyone sins and commits a break of faith through robbery or 

any od,er means, he or she shall restore it in full , and shall add a fifth to it and g ivc it to whom it 

belongs. ' The compensation might be in the form of payment of money or the provis ion of 

service to the commun ity. Restitution minimizes public hostil ity towards the offender and in turn 
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reduces the iso lat ion of the offender from the society, and thus can fac ilitate the reintegration 

process (Andargachew Tesfaye, 2004). 

Diversion refers to the remova l of offenders fiom the criminal justice system by referring 

them into a mental hea lth, social casework or any other institution. It has also been used to 

describe the handl ing of chi ldren in contlict with the law in a separate system and sentencing the 

offenders to communit y based correctional fac ilities. D iversion allows early intervention before 

the development of crim inal caree~s and rei nforces the offender's chances fo r community 

re integration (Tylo r, Fr itsch, Caeti, 2002). 

2.8 Community Based Co rrection Practices 

Insofar as commun ity based correct ions serves to increase pub lic sa fety and multiplies 

possibi lities of cho ice for those who brcak the law, fo stering public ,'ccognition of its importance 

is a challenge. One of the ways to accomplish such an image change is t1u'ough evidence-based 

practices by integrating into everyday practice the correctional programs and techniques that 

have been shown to be the most effective with offenders and using results fi'om systemat ically 

eva luated research studies (Alarid, 20 13 p 18). 

According to Crime and lustice Institut e at Community Resources for lustice (2009), 

evidence-based approach invo lves an ongo ing and, critica l review of research literature to 

determi ne what information is credible, and what policies and practices would be most effective 

given the best ava ilable evidence. It also involves rigorou s quality assura nce and eva luat ion to 

ensure that evidence-based pract ices are replicated with fideli ty, and that new practices arc 

evaluaied to determ ine their effect iveness (pp I 0- 11 ). 

In add ition to the forms of co mmunity based corrections discussed, there are some 

spec ific services and activities provided in the literatures. Community based corrections 
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Faci li ties (CCFs) are residential faci lities where juveni le courts can place youth after they 

rece ive a disposition or sentence. CCFs are designed to hold children who are adjudicated for 

being in conflict with the law fo r a petty offense and serve as a more local alternative to sending 

youth to a correctional fac ility (JJFS, 20 15). 

Multi systemic Therapy (MST) is considered an intensive family and community based 

treatment for children who display antisoc ial behaviors, which puts the m at risk for out-of-home 

placements. Similarly Mu ltidimens i.ona l Treatment Foster Care (MTFC) is an intensive parent 

training in an effort to enhance parents/guardians with more effective methods of parenting the 

juvenile when they rcturn home. MTFC provides services to children in conflict w ith the law 

who are also hav ing difficulties with the ir families (Underwood, Von Dresner & Phillips, 2006) . 

Underwood, Von Dresner & Philli ps (2006) highli ght ed the practice Big Brothers Big 

Sisters of America (BBBSA), where services such as mentoring are provided by volunteers of 

the community in a community-based organ ization. Thi s process allows the caseworker to learn 

more about the children and their parent and supervision is maintained throughout the program. 

The majority of these children at the organization come from sing le parent homes. 

Wilson (2010) articulated the roles of social workers in co nununity based correction 

pract ices as; they invo lve themselves in frequent and open discllssions about the roles, purposes, 

expectations, negotiable and non-negotiable aspects of intervention and con fi dentiality. 

Accordingly, socia l workers shou ld also invo lve themse lves in problem solving activities during 

the intervention on cOlllmunity based correctio n by deve loping open, honest, non- blaming and 

opt imistic relat ionship with the clients. 
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2.9 Challenges of Community Based Correction Practices 

Community based correction programs in most cases are understaffed and do not have 

the funds to implement the ir activities. Training new staff providing ongoing training fo r staff 

already involved is also costly, but necessary for juvenil es to receive adequate care (Underwood, 

Von Dresner & Phillips, 2006) . 

Dawes (2008) identified casewo rkers are facing res istance from different institutions due 

to effects of labeling young people ~s criminals. Attempting to engage the families of so me 

young o ffenders beco me diffi cult given the fac t that prov id in g culturally appropriate and 

sustainable programs are the challenges of co mmunity based programs. 

C larity of concepts like petty offence, lack of invo lvement of duty bearers, dropollts from 

the diversion program and lack ofpractical skill s on ch ild protection ,,'as listed as the major 

challenges of co mmunity based programs (Save the Chi ldren Sweden pp \ 5-21). 

2.10 Community Based Corrections in Ethiopia 

In Ethiopian early history "colTect ion is mainly ava ilab le for royal fami ly members, 

d ignitaries and senior statesman who were suspected of having a desire to the throne o r having 

affair with opposit ions to the throne" (Andargachew Tsfaye p 2 13). Wahinie Amba was the fi rst 

prison in the city o f Gondar but later it is claimed that it was also located to Wollo, North Shoa, 

Tigray, and Gojam. The other indi cation of the early system of imprisonment was by Emperor 

Tewodros in 1862 through internationa lly fa mous detention of members of Briti sh diplo mat ic 

miss ion and some religious mi ss ionaries at Mekdela. In the early 20'" century there were 

differen't examples of system of impri so nment. one of them where L1j Eyasu was arrested after 

he was dethroned in small town of Gerawa in Garamuleta, western Hararghe (Andargachew 

Tesfaye, 2004 P 2 13). 
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Ordinary criminals were treated in different ways unlike royal family members, 

dignitaries and senior statesman. Those crimin als were deported to very distant places and put 

under observation of loca l authority. This practice was used in Emperor Haile Se lasie's regime at 

places like Gore. Such prisoners were supposed to report to the local police at regular intervals 

fixed by the police or by the order of banishment (Andargachew Tesfaye, 2004 p 2 15). 

Among various correction mechanisms in Ethiopia , community based correction 

programs are not well developed al1(! stud ied. This amounts to the rationale for the researcher to • 

study and contri bute fo r the existing literatures rega rding community based corrections practices 

in Addis Ababa. FSCE is non-governmental organization that has been intervenin g on 

co mmunity based correction for child ren in co nnict with the law by providing different services 

in Addis Ababa in different sub c it ies of Add is Ababa. Therefore, this ·study fo cused on children 

in conflict with the law in the FSCE suppOIted community based corrcction centers. 

Summary 

This section briefly discussed about children's reasons for involving ill crimes, 

cOITectiona l mechanisms for children ill conflict with the law. Community based correction got 

empha sis. The historical background, philosophica l and theoretical exp lanation of community 

based correct ions, objectives, and forms of community based correction, community based 

correct ion practices and their challenges, and co mmunity based corrections in Ethiopia were 

discussed. 
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Chapter Three 

3. Research Method 

This section described the philosophica l paradigm used to guide the study. The research 

design; Study area and se lection of research participants under this the background information 

ofFSCE and the CBCC program description are discussed. Study participants and inclusion 

criteria are also in cluded in this section, where the inclusion criteria for each group of 

participants are identified. Data co ll e"tion techniques, data collection process, method of data 

analysis, and eth ica l considerations are discussed. 

3.1 Philosophical Paradigm 

The researcher se lected social constructivists' paradigm as a guiding framework for the 

study. The 'constructivist's perspective is ideally preferred to understand meanings, va lues and 

definit ions participant 's give to the reality (Creswe l, 2007). The goa l of research re li ed on the 

participant 's views of the situation in order to get in-depth understanding about conununity 

based correction in Addis Ababa. Kreuger and Neuman (2006) acknowledged that human beings 

have different understanding of reality and subjective expression of their situation and as such 

gives much emphasis for the subjective explanation of issues. 

Besides, the constructiv ist's perspective is employed with the purpose of providing ample 

0PP0l1unity for the researcher to interpret opinions and feelings of participants providing to the 

questions under scrutiny. Th is is supported by Creswel (2007) as, co nstructivist paradigm 

presupposes questions become broad and genera l (open ended) to enable the participants to get a 

chance to -express the multifaceted and varied issues. 
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3.2 Research Design 

This research pursues qualitative method with the belief that it provides the most 

appropriate way for invest igat ing the research questions in-depth. As Mack, Woodsong, 

Macqueen, Guest, and Namey (2005) articulated, qualitative research seeks to understand a 

given research problem or topic from the perspectives of the local population it involves and help 

a researcher gain a rich and complex understandi ng ofa spec ific social context. 

The purpose of the study was to explore the practice of community based co rrection in 

Addis Ababa. As discussed, the issue is not well studied and the interventions laid out by 

different organizations are not suppOlted by empiricaliy done research findings. Exploratory 

research is usually conducted when there are fclV or no earlier studies to which references can be 

made for irifonnation (Williams, 2003). In order to explore and understand the practice of 

conununity based correction for children in conflict with the law, the researcher should be able to 

gather detailed information. Berg (200 I) suggested whenever researchers need detailed 

understanding of the problem; the merit of qualitative method is considerable. 

Case study lVas employed in the research to get an in-depth and holistic understanding of 

practice of community based correction with specific reference to FSCE centers. According to 

Yin (2003), case study allows researchers to gain holistic and meaningful understanding of real 

life events. Accordingly the design supported the researcher to understand the background of 

children at CBCCs and address community based cOITection practice. The unit of analysis for the 

case study lVas the CBCCs and children who are selected for the pm1icipation served as the unit 

of observation for the study. 

Finally, due to the time fi"ame provided for conducting the research and the nature of the 

issues covered, the study was cross-sectional research where the in-depth interviews were 
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conducted over a specific period of time. As to Cherry (2000), cross- sectional study is a study 

where the data are collected at one po int in time. Of course, the data collection process invo lved 

the back and forth to the centers in line with transcription and coding to get detai led informat ion. 

3.3 Study Area and Selection of Research Participants 

Study Area 

To explore the practice of co mmunity based correction, FSCE was se lected as the study 

area. Among the cu rrent ava ilable CB.CCs supported by the organizat io n, Arada and Kolfe 

CBCCs were selected. At the time of the study, Arada sub city CBCC is giving service to 120 

childrcn, 81 boys and 39 girls; Ko lfe sub city CBCC is providing service for 11 6 children, 76 

boys and 40 girls. 

FOI:um on Sustainable Child Empowerment (FSCE) previously named Forum on Street 

Children Ethiopia was established at the end of 1989 by a group of social deve lop ment 

profess iona ls working in child-focused organizat ions. The primary concern that led to its 

establishment was to give urgent response to the then in creasing number of migrant children 

fi'o m di fferent parts of Ethiopia and various corners of Addis Ababa . Their vision is to see the 

wellbeing and protection needs of children fu lfilled. FSCE is a ch ild protection organization 

striving for sustainable protection, growth and deve lop ment of vulnerabl e children (FSCE, 

2011 ). 

The Community Based Co rrection Program (CBC P) is a program of divers ion, which is 

define as a non-custodial approach that emphasizes on developi ng a non- fo rmal system of care, 

rehabi litaiion and reintegration fo r children between nine to fifteen years and those who are first 

time and petty offenders. The program focuses on cOlTection of children in co nflict with the law 

in their cO IM1uni t ies by app lying a holistic approach towards developing their potent ia ls fo r 
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recovery, through strengthening suppOItive structures around children. The program is expected 

to contribute significantly to the realization of the best interests of children in confl ict with the 

law; specifically by reducing labeling and stigmatization of these children in confli ct w ith the 

law (save the ch ildren Sweden, 2005 p 9). 

3.4 Study participants and inclusion criteria 

An inclusion criterion was set for the purpose of guiding the data collect ion process and 

to determine the right targets from whi.ch the data was co llected. This study was conducted on 

six groups of partic ipants. These in clude children in co nflict with the law in FSCE supported 

co mmunity based correction centers w hich served as lIie main cases for the study, childre n who 

used to be in CBCCs, ch ildren who came to lise the servi ces, key informants and finally thc 

parents of chi ldrcn in CBCCs. The inclusion criterions that were used foi' the participants are 

prcsented as follows. 

The frrst inclusion criteria used fo r select ing children in conflict with the law in FSCE 

suppolted community based con'ection centers. These ind ividuals are the main cases of the 

study. For this study purpose the inclus ion criteria was (1) children who are at age between 12-

17, (2) those children who are currently in CBCCs and stayed at least one year in the center and 

(3) those who were willing to participate in the study. 

The second inclusion criteria used for selecting children who were corrected in FSCE 

sUPPolted community based correction ce nt ers. For this study purpose the inclusion crit eria was 

( I ) children who are at between the age of 15- 18, (2) those chil dren who were corrected in 

CBCCs and (3) those who were willing to participate in the study. 

The third inclusion criter ion that was used to select chi ldren came to use the services of 

CBCCs informally. Inclusion criteria was (1) ch ild ren who are at age between 12-1 7, (2) those 
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children who are currently using the services in CBCCs, (3) those who were willing to 

participate in the study and those who stayed at CBCCs for more than one year. 

The fourth inclusion criteria were used for project coordinators or officers of community 

based correction centers and soc ial workers at FSCE. These are not cases of the study rather are 

key informants who are involved in the process of delivering community based correction to the 

cases under the study. The inclusion criteria that were used for this study purpose include (I) 

who are currently working in the comn;lUnity based correction centers; (2) those who were 

willi ng to participate in the study; and (3) who were working at least one or more years at FSCE 

supported community based correction centers. 

The fifth inclusion criteria were used to invo lve the parents of children in conflict with 

the law. The· inclusion criteria that were used include (I) parents whose children are currently 

corrected in the community based correction centers; (2) those who were willing to palticipate in 

the study; and (3) who are indicated by the CBCC offices as active participants in the process. 

Sampling 

To achieve at exploring the practices, opportunities and challenges of community based 

cOITection at FSCE suppOited centers, identifYing commun ity assets and major actors; I used 

purposive sampling to get detail and reliable informat ion from the pal1 icipants, as inferred by 

Mack et al (2005) purposive sampling is used where participants are recruited based on the pre­

selected criteria that are set by the researcher which are relevant to the research questions raised. 

In order to achieve at exploring the challenges of reintegrat ion of children I used snow 

ball sampling techn ique. Since children who were corrected in commun·ity based correction 

centers were released to different part of the city, it was difficult to map them fi·om the rest of the 

population. Therefore, it was vital to recrui t them through snow ball sampling technique that was 
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realized by invo lving participants or informants with whom contact has already been made and 

use their networks to refer to ot her participants who were willing to contribute to the study. As 

Berg (200 I) indicated snowba ll sampling as best way to locate participants with certain 

characteristics necessary to the study and part icu larly wh ile studying difficu lt to reach 

populations, groups not easily accessib le to researchers through other sampling strategies. 

Sampling Size 

The object ive of this research is !lOt to generalize the result for the larger population; it is 

rather to have detailed ex ploration of co mmunity based correctio n in Add is Ababa. Accordi ng to 

Tucket (2004), there are 'no hard and fast rules about numbers in qualitat ive research, no close ly 

defined rules for sample s ize all that matter is seeking a richncss of data relevant to the research 

questions. Sirnilarl y Krueger and Neuman (2006) articulated that, for quaiitative rescarchers, it is 

the participants re levance to the research topic rather than their representativeness which 

determines the way in w hich the people to be studied are se lected . 

Twelve case partic ipants were selected for the study by considering the inclusion 

cri teria; Six children in conflict with the law who are in CBCC at both woreda; Three case 

participants who were con·ected in CBCCs and other tlu·ee chi ldren who came to the CBCCs to 

use the services provided. Six key informants, two community deve lopment workers fi·om both 

woreda CBCC offi ces, a vo lunteer, project coo rdin ator at FSCE office and one multi stalk holder 

were invo lved in in-depth interviews. 

Likewise, according to Mack ct al (2005) sample sizes are depend on the study's 

object ives, the resources and time availab ility. Purposive sa mple sizes are often determ ined on 

the basis of theoretica l saturation where the point in data collection when new data no longer 

bring additional insights to the research questions. However, there ex ists no exp lanation of how 
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saturation might be determined and no practical guidelines for estimating sample sizes for 

purposively sampled interviews. Though as inferred by Nixo n and Wild (2012) data saturation 

could regularly be achieved within 10 individual interviews and less numbers if case study is 

se lected by the researcher. 

3.5 Data Collection Techniques 

In order to have an in-depth understanding of commun ity based correction practi ce, both 

primary and secondary data collection te,chniques were used. As to Creswell (2007), the use of 

many data collection techniques while conduct ing qualitative case study research is preferred 

rather than relying on a single data sources. 

Primary Source 

Interview, observation and document rev iew were used in this study as primary data 

co llection methods. As Kothari (2004) stated, primary data sources are those wh ich are co llected 

for the first time, and thus happen to be original in character. 

In-depth Interview for Case Participants 

In-depth interview was one of the data co llect ion techniques that were used to collect 

informat ion ti·om participants. The in-depth interviews were used with children who are now 

corrected in CBCCs and their parents, who were invol ved in CBCCs in order to get in depth 

understanding of the process and challenges encountered during reintegration, and those children 

who came to CBeCs to use the services in FSCE supported community based co rrectio n ce nters. 

The in-depth interview guides were open ended and as Creswel (2007), open ended questions 

better allow the researcher to listen the perspective of participants than the closed ended ones. 

Under in-depth interview the background informations of participants, family background, their 

living places, the reasons to enter into CBCCs, services provided by CBCCs, challenges of the 
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services and experiences before and during conununity based correction were raised and 

discussed. 

In-depth Key Informant Interview 

To understand and assess the practice, challenges and opportunities of conunun ity based 

cOlTect ion, to identify the conununity assets and major actors for conununity based correct ion the 

resea rcher found necessary to conduct key informant interviews with participants who are 

work ing in the commun ity based correc)io n centers. The key informants addressed issues 

regarding the backgrounds of ch ildren in conflict w ith the law; communit y based correctio n 

act ivities, major actors and commun ity assets that have been used by FSCE, importance, and 

cha llenges of the practice. 

Observation· 

In addition to usi ng in-depth interviews, naturalistic observation was used to get 

contextual information regarding the practice of community based cOlTection at FSCE bes ide 

what the children and the key informants sa id. As Berg (2001) al1icu lated, the use of an 

observation method is conunon ly associated with a qualitative research and better to be called as 

a naturalistic observation. It intends to simply observe the flow of events. Creswe ll (2007) added 

contexts are important for understanding what the participants say. 

Thus, the observat ion serves as an additiona l technique that complement the information 

obtained through the interviews and document review. The observation was started on the first 

day of vis it to the CBCCs by us ing guide. The services and activities currently provided at both 

CBCCs, interaction between the workers and chi ldren, children's impres·s ions towards the 

services and activit ies, pal1icipation of child ren and CBCCs surround ings were observed during 

the study. 
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Docllment Review 

The researcher reviewed documents available at Forum on Sustainable Chi ld 

Empowerment (FSCE) in order to get brief understanding of the conununity based cOITection. 

During the document review the persona l fil es of children in CBCCs and reports ofFSCE on 

d ifferent years were reviewed. Reviews used to get detai ls on the background of children in 

CBCCs and services that have been provided. 

Secondary Sources 

Avai lab le materials such as publi shed books,journa ls, aI1 icles, electronic information were 

reviewed and used to co me up with context spec ifi c prob·lem statement and li terature review 

3.6 Data Collection Process 

The fil:St step was to take SUppOlt letter 1iom Addis Ababa school o·fsoc ial work. Then 

researcher arrived at community based correction centers to introduced the research objectives, 

arrange time, and place for beginnin g, conduct the interview, and finalize the interview process 

appropriately by considering necessary ethi cal gu idelines. As indicated by Ritchie & Lewis 

(2003), in-depth interview involves different stages; Arriva l to researcher, introducing the 

research, begilming the interview, interview process, and ending the interview. 

Gate keepers, who are also the key informants were approached on the firs t day, I 

introduced myse lf, my study interests and objectives orally and gave them an informat ion sheet 

about the study. They were impressed that J am go ing to study about commun ity based 

correction in-depth, as one of them said, 'No one came here to study the practice of community 

based correction except one foreigner student learning at Australi a' (KI4)~ When I heard this, I 

become more interested to explore the practice. 
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Their warm welcome and wi llingness to help tlu'ough the data collection was amazing. 

One of them even said, 'There are documents and materia ls that cou ld help you to understand 

about what we have been doing' . The more we talk informally, the more I became inspired to 

rush to study and then J arranged time to visit the centers at their co nvenience. On the agreed day 

we visi ted the centers, this is where my observation started. J introduced myself wit h the 

children, play games with them which helped me to build success ful rappolt. 

The intervi ews were conducted by' making discuss ion with participants to dec ide the 

appropriat e place and time. All the interviews were conducted at the offices of Arada CBCC, 

Kolfe CBCC and FSCE head office located in Add is Ababa, place named' Abuare ' . The 

interview processes were audio recorded by co nsid ering participant's consent. Surprising ly a ll o f 

the pal1icipants were consented to be recorded. 

The interviews were conducted by the researcher, while facil itat ing memos were 

observed for each participant fee lings and facia l expressions that enabled the researcher to get 

the contexts of community based conection . Note taker were oriented and ass igned to take notes 

of the in-depth interview. The interview took thirty to one hour for case participants. However, 

the key informant interviews took one hour up to one hour and thirty minutes. After the data was 

co llected and made ready for the ana lysis. 

3.7 Method of Data Analysis 

The data gathered was det ail ed explanat ion for the gu iding and probing questions 

regarding community based correction practices. As Krueger and Neuman (2006) stated , 

qua litat ive data are in the form of text, written words, phrases or actions alid events in soc ial li fe. 

Transcription was conducted on each day of interviews, reading the transcriptions, notes (with 

the memos) and listening the audio recordings repeatedly helped me to come up with many 
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codes, while doing this I used line by line and so metimes by statement reading and coding. 

The codes were collected into categories by see ing the ir similarit ies and asking different 

analyt ica l quest ions, then finally codes were changed into big themes having various concepts 

and stories that are fit to answer the research questions. Which is also supported by Creswell 

(2007), the relevant informations obtained fro m in-depth interviews is analyzed and interpreted 

in to precise meaning by using stages; coding, categorizing and then to theme. 

In this study all interview i n strum~nts to be conducted were translated into Amhar ic. 

Every day after data coll ection, field note transcription was done repeatedly then followed by 

incorporat ing the memos, whic h hel ped me to create visual image fo r the readers in the finding 

presentat ion section. 

The transcription process was fo llowed by making coding. In this stage, the pre-coded 

stories, statements, ideas, experiences and 110n- verba l communications during the interview was 

converted in to meaningfu l codes. This was where translation into English language started, 

wh ile translat ing and cod ing I used back and f0l1h technique to ensure that participants meanings 

and intentions while the interview were considered. 

In categorization stage, the coded data was cat egorized in to similar, re lated categories. 

This categorization ind icates how the different codes were constructed into simil ar categories of 

different types that provided meaningful shape. As to Tucket (2005), data categorization helps to 

so rt out texts into mea ningfu l groups, which make the data to be manageabl e. F in ally, the main 

themes were developed based on categorizat ion; Categories were putted into broad themes to 

ach ieve at the'spec ific the spec ific object ives of the study. After this I prese nted the findings 

using the themes developed. Themes are presented thematica ll y and cross case analysis through 

broad narration by referring the quotes of participants to ensure the transferabi lity of the data. 
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Through the process the researcher ensured that the data is transparent, understandable to 

the reader and trustworthy by using multip le data collection method and triangulation. The data 

co llected from multiple sources (observat ion, in-depth interview, key informant interview and 

document review) were thematically converged in the analysis process. As inferred by Baxter 

and Jack (2008), the convergence adds strength to the findings as the various elements of data 

are intertwined together to promote a greater understanding of the practice of co mmunity based 

correction. 

3.8 Ethical Co nsiderations 

Participants of this study were first briefed about tlie purpose and natu re of the research 

and asked for their info rmed consent to paJ1icipatc in the study. The researcher conU11Unicated 

the pal1 icipants' about the ir right to qu it or not to in vo lve in the research up on any 

inconveniences. Issues related to anonymity were clear ly indicated; the informat ion obtained was 

kept confidential and anonymous express ion was used as found necessary. The informat ion was 

on ly accessib le by the researcher, and the note takers were briefed about the ethics and signed. 

Participants decided after the above necessary informations were co nullunicated. All interviews 

referred by codes, where the case participants were g iven codes as case one, case two, case tlu'ee, 

and the key informants were coded as K[I , K12, and KI3 . 

The three core principles, orig inall y articu lated in The Be lmont Report, form the 

universa lly accepted found ation fo r the resea rch ethics (autonomy, benefi cence and justice) 

(Mack et ai, 2005). The first principle e nsures the autonomy of the research participants, respect 

for perso ns. As the main participants for the study are ch ildren who amoullts to minors w ith 

dimini shed autonomy, the researcher considered the eth ics and procedurcs to engage them in the 

study by taking informed consent from their parents. 
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Benefi ce nce is another princ iple which requires a commitment to minimize the risks and 

maximizing the benefits to research participants. In thi s regard I informed the case participants, 

parents and key informants that their invo lvement in the interview would not create any 

inconvenience with the relationship w ith FSCE. However, if the challenges are so lved by FSCE, 

they are the beneficiary ill the long run. 

The th ird principle is justice that requires ensuring a fa ir distribut ion of the risks and 

benefit s resulti ng fro m research. Those who. take on the burdens of research participat ion shou ld 

share in the bene fits of the knowledge gained. To th is end, I promised the participants that I 

·would make the thes is paper available at the FSCE resource ·center and mini- librari es. 

Refi·es hments were served for the participants during the interviews. 

[n addition to these established principles, respect fo r communit ies also considered by the 

researcher, to respect the values and intercsts of the co nunun ity in research and, wherever 

poss ib le, to protect the conUllUnity fi·om harm (Mack et ai, 2005).The researcher used this 

principle while assessing and identi fY ing cOl1Unu nity assets which studied commun ity wide 

knowledge, va lu es, and relationships. 

3.9 Strength and Challenges of the Study Process 

The researcher established an effective rapport from the first day of visit at head offi ce, 

CBCCS workers, and most imp0l1antly w ith children by spending time informall y before the 

interview days. Th is he lped to gather deta il ed and rel iable information about the prac tices of 

community based correction in Addi s Ababa. [n th is line the researcher also committed the year 

to conduct the siudy. This also created an opportunit y to learn through the process, gave enough 

time to data co ll ect ion, transcription and analysis. 
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The other strength of the research was, the researcher read and referred li teratures before 

writing the thesis or doing any work on the study process, this helped to organize the thes is with 

standard. Accordingly, on the findi ng section, broad narration was used to ensure the 

transferabi lity and transparency of the gathered data. Memos were carefully noted by observing 

the facial expressions to create visual image to the reader about the interview sessions and 

participants. Finally books, artic les, gu idelines and repOlts are cited carefu ll y. 

In order to get understandi ng of the reintegration process of ch ildren after CBCCs 

participat ing ch ildren who were corrected at CBCCs was vital. Eve n if snowball sampling was 

used to identify the participants, it was challenging to reacli those ch ildren s in ce there is no 

formal contact between formerly corrected ch il dren and the center. Therefore, one starting point 

for the snow ba il was used. 

The other cha llenge was mi sunderstanding among the study participants that participation in 

the study would have payments. This was because the palticipants had expectation resulted fi·om 

prior experience. Th is challenge was managed through creating a rapport and providing 

refreshment such us so ft drinks and cookies. The researcher also explained the possible positive 

benefits this research might bring to participants in the long run. 

Inability to get context specific literatures regarding co mmunity based correct ion in Ethiopia 

was the major limitation on the research process. To overcome this challenge the researcher used 

reports and related documents. Up on completion of this paper, it co ntributes as a base line 

document to other researchers not to face the same cha llenge. 
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Summary 

Through the use of the above mentioned qualitative exp loratory research method with a 

cross-sectional case study strategy, this study explored conmlUnity based correction. The use of 

these research methods helped the researcher to gather detailed information on the 

aforementioned issues. To summarize, the last section described the philosophical paradigm used 

to guide the study, the research design, study area and se lection of research participants were 

discussed. Study participants and inclusio n cliteria are also included in this section, where the 

inclus ion criteria for each group of participants were identified. Data collection tech niques, data 

collection process, method of data ana lys is, and ethical consi'derations were discussed. Data 

gathered through these methods are presented in the following chapter. 
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Chapter Four 

4. Find ings 

This chapter presents the findings of study. Through the process of analysis that is 

discussed in the previous chapter, fi ve themes were emerged that are background of children in 

CBCCs, preliminary issues to CBCCs, the services and activities of CBCCs, the challenges of 

CBCC practice at Arada and Kolfe Keraneo sub city and assets identified for CBCC practices. 

Those themes have mu ltip le categories that.are briefly discussed und er this chapter. The 

summary the research finding is also included in th is sect ion. Case participants are presented by 

codes that are case one, case two, case three and the key informants are referred as KJ I, K12, and 

KJ3. 

4. 1 Children 's Background 

Personal behavior 

Chi ldren liked to ask question and aspired to explore the environment; J found out that 

chi ldren want to get their need to be fulfi lled, in times of inconven ience used to complain about 

it , these behaviors are pushing them to seek another options . Children were happy and their faces 

were smi ling while sharing as one of the cases said , ' My mother told me that J was annoying, 

liked to ask di fferent questions about everythin g J saw, and wanted to th ings to be fu lfilled for 

me, ifshe fa iled to supply those things J used to cry '{case Two). Simi larly case eleven added, ' I 

used to complain almost about everything that my parents provided for me that is why 1 was 

known for the name ' tenechanach' with in my family and relatives'. 

There were children who are not happy to hear about themselves. As 'case e leven 

rep0l1ed, ' I used to get angry and aggressive easily; I did not want to be touched ' . S imilarly, case 

ten added that, 
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My mother to ld me J disturbed her and named me as 'betam aschegari' , I was highl y 

interested to do what are fo rbidden, and even enter in to fi ghting with children at schoo l 

and in my liv ing place. 

Children at the center seek to get money from their parents to expend for various 

activities includ ing buying sma ll snacks. As case eleven sa id, 'my mother to ld me that J used to 

like to get bene fited fo r everything J do for the fam ily, exa mple fo r getting orders to the nearby 

kiosk o r washil)g my elder's socks'. Wh ile others steal cents, birr and other :>"orthil y materia ls 

fro m the ir parents to satisfy their needs that their parents fai led to fu lfill. Case eight said, 'my 

mother to ld me that (in w hich (remember) J used to stole money fi·om my father before they got 

separated to buy many things' . Furthermore, thi s stea li ng behavior sometimes rellected on 

outside home, as case fo ur sa id, 'J used to stea l sina ll things fi·om other persons (fi·om tai lo r, 

sma ll shops). 

In simi lar instances, children were invo lved in jobs to fulfill their needs as case one to ld 

me, '1 used to carry things peoples bought for money'. I saw a smi le on his face, beco me more 

interested to know what did he want the money fo r then asked him, replied as ' J used it to pay to 

get into movie houses and play station houses in my liv ing area it only take one birr for two 

mov ies' he smil ed then co ntinued ' also I used to buy biscuits, ca ndy and gum for me and my 

younger bro ther by the money earned '. 

Parental Situa tion 

Children are currently living w ith the ir parents as case seven sa id 'J am li ving with my 

mother and fa ther ' which is also shared by case ·one, case three, fi ve and others. Other's chi ld ren 

parents are separated as expressed by case eight, 'J live w ith my 1110t her, my parents got 

separated a while ago ' . However there were chi ldren li ving onl y with their mother due to the 
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absence of father having no option in cases of place difference, death and job location. As said 

by one of the cases ' I live with my mother my parents got separated because of my father's job 

he is working in a rural area, all the children are living with my mother'(case nine), case ten 

articulated as, 

My parents are divorced he is not around, they do not live together and I never seen him 

after I became older. I do not know where he lives, hi s job or his education level and I 

don't think he lives)n this country. 

Case four added to this issue as ' I do not know about my father's occupation and educatio na l 

leve l, we are not in contact'. Case two expressed in a sorrow voice as 'My fat her is used to be a 

travel guide, now he is dead'. 

There are times where parent and chi ldren never seen each other as case eight sa id in a 

lower voice, 'my father and I do not meet each other, my 1110m fo rbids it because he is an 

alcoholic'. While others could not build a connection having no option as case nine expressed 

My father does not vis it us or tried to get in touch because he lives in rural area wit h his 

fami ly But sometimes we visited him since we have a grandmo ther at where he lives, 

sometimes he send to us some items (materials for our school) through individuals. 

The above stories from cases are nlrther confirmed by the key informants, as one of them 

said the relationship is even affecti ng the center's contribution. 

The parents do not follow them up, they come home very tired. The parents are not that 

much helpful, our efforts sometimes do not contribute for the chi ldren because they spend 

more time with them (KI I). 

46 



Running head: COMMUNITY BASED CORRETION ..... . 

In this line KJ2 added, 'They do not have much time to control and follow up their kids, they get 

out early o r a job and come back in late evening, they do not know about how their children are 

spending time at school, neighborhood and the like'. 

Ch ildren at the center have different fa mily size at their house. There were fami ly with, 

five , four, three (for instance case two, case three and case four) and others have extended 

families as case one said by making fun on that, 'We have seven family members, It is not only 

our family thing, you can s.ee many ch ildren living in my area' she laughed for long tin1e and 

then added 'I think it is just li ke a trend, 1 can say there is no family planning around my area' 

continucd laugh ing. 

Similarly case scven sa id as, 'Wc are seven in the family including my parents ' she 

seems happy about that. However, case said that, 'we are nin·c in our family including my mom, 

my parents live separate ly all the children are living w it h my mother' he talked in the sense of 

fee ling that it could be a burden for his mother. 

In the house where the ch ildren are currently living, in add ition to the siblings and 

parents, there are relatives who are living in the family. As a result chi ldren are experiencing 

positive and negative feelings. Case four shared in a sense of not being helpfu l for his mother as, 

We are three with in our fami ly, me, my mother and other one person that he has been 

providing us shelter that means we are living in his house, he is involved in addictions he 

smokes all the time inside the house and sometimes comes drank late as a resu lt he 

always gets into fight with my mom (he putted his face down aller saying this). 

While case six seem to enjoy his cousin 's company as said with a smile on hi s face, 

I live with my parents, we are four in the family, my mom, dad, brot her, and I and we 

have one cousin who lives wit h us. He always helps me with my home works and study 
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at home [ really like him and happy that he is livin g with us, he gives me incentives when 

I scored well grades. 

Children like to spend time with parents and siblings, which will resu lt a good 

communication and relat ionship of parents towards their ch ildren, as said by case nine, 

I love my brother and sisters very much I really care for them and I 1a,OW they care for 

me too, we play together at home. Playing outside or at other's house is forb idden in my 

li ving place, they ~i ll punish us for that, I can say that they are unhappy to see , hildren 

playing around . 

According to the interviews; there are ch ildre n who are se lective in making relationship with 

parents and sib lings which was expressed as, 

Even though we are eight in the fa mil y, I only can co'mmunicate wit h my mother and one 

brother, I thought they understand me more than the others and others spend most of the 

time out of home; they are working (Case eleven). 

The parents of ch i Idren in CBCC are in diverse level of education. There are parents who 

are we ll educated, as sa id in proud by case nine 'my father is a teacher, his has a bachelor 

degree'. Case one also said her parents shared the same as, ' my father is a construction worker 

hav ing (12+) eclucation level and my mother is a public serva nt and have 12+ certificate' . 

While there are others quit school on different leve ls and involve on various jobs for a 

reasons as expressed by case nine ' my mother learned up to 8th grade and quit school' . ' My 

mother did not get to learn above grade five , I think it is to SUppOlt her own fa mil y' case ten 

added. However there are fa mili es who never went to school as case twelve story he said, 'my 

mother is a jan itor at Gypsun School and she never went to schoo l'. Case fi ve shared tbis as, 
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'Both my father and mother invo lve in da ily labour jobs and learned unt il 5th grade then cou ld 

not go further'. Case three added, 

If my father gets a chance, he works dai ly labor jobs but if he couldn't get that, he sits for 

begging at St Gebriel's church around kazanchis , but get to schoo l up to 7th grade and 

quit schoo l to start a job, my mother also works in daily labor job (washing clo thes, 

cooking) if not she w ill sit for begging at St Gebriel 's churc h around kazanchis, she never 

went to school so far. 

The eco nomic statuses of parents were briefl y expressed in the interviews. Ch il dren in 

CBCC ca me ITom a family havi ng low economic level. As sa id by case eleven, 'My fa mily's 

living is vcry low. This is more elaborated by one of tbe key in fo rmants as, 'Chil dren using our 

. service, mostly ca me from low economic living status, I me·an their parent s are working daily 

labor jobs' (Kll ). 

Another key informant added as, 'parents are living in unsatisfactory living style (as be 

expressed it) 'ke ej wede af nuro', those are working dai ly labor jobs, for example washing 

clothes, making cobble stones, carrying stones fo r the construction works and the like'(KI4) 

Children ' s livin g place 

Children are living in a place where a lot of peop les live in a very small plot of land and 

parents are using rented houses for a living as said by case eight, 'My liv ing place is ca lled 

'tra ffi c sefer', a place where a lot of people li ve in small land, there are many kiosks, and most of 

the people are living in rented houses ' case nine added, ' the houses are very much intertwined 

there are ti mes where we hear th ings sa id ITo m the next door (mak ing li.l11 of it)'. 

Parents also expressed that their living place and even the houses are not suitable fo r the 

children to study as sa id by parent one, 
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We are leaving in a kind of shelter made by plastics, no electricity, and other facil ities. If 

my child wants to write or to do his home works, I w ill stay outside because the p lace is 

not enough for both of us to sit. 

In this line children added that their living place is not suitable fo r children to live. 

My living place, around Kazanchis- ' menaheri a' is not sui tabl e for living because of the 

health related issues, there is problem in sewerage system, 101V environmental clean ing as 

a result of th is mos.l members beco me s ick in the surrouncl ing includ ing childrep (case 

two ). 

Case eleven who is now living around 'w inget-traffic se fer' also added to the above issue as 

I li ve in the place ca lled 'Traffic se fer' , like every places it is easy to say good place, but it 

is unsuitable to live because of the bad sewerage sysiem, chi ldren living in the area are 

eXJlosed to di fferent sick ness rclated to that. 

[n a similar context case six added, 

We live in 'ke bele' houses, so the houses are slam and small my liv ing place is not good 

because most of my neighbors request me to buy in appropriate things like 'kchat', cigars. 

Therefore it is no t proper place fo r chi ldren to grow. 

There are eve n times where children are sharing the bas ic fac ilities with the 

neighborhood, which includes the rest roo ms and water supply as said by case three, ' there is no 

private rest rooms in my living place, we are usi ng by turn with our neighbors, water is also 

publ ic we use with other community members but they use it in harmony unl ike the rest roo ms'. 

The key informants also confirmed that children are not liv'ing in the sui table environment, they 

live in the houses that are very small ; there is no room for the children to study or do their home 

works at home' (Kl2). 
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There is a strong social relationship among the members of the community. Their soc ial 

interaction was indicated in invo lving in different kinds of trad itiona l support systems that is 

between the close neighbo rs or through engaging in various groupings like ' idir' , 'equb', 

'mahber' and the like. Members are us ing these systems for the times of happiness and sad 

(death of family). Case two answered as, 

There is strong socia l life in my living community that resulted on strong SUppOlt system 

among themselves" there is ex perience of children's to go to other's children hou~e for 

study, peoples working together in the times of happy celebrations or mourning days, for 

example by Idir. 

In this regard case ten also added, 

There is strong soc ial li fe and groupings for example ;idir', 'cqub', 'mahbcr'; where 

members are enjoying the SUppOlt in sad and happy moments. Most of the peop le who 

live in the area have been there for long time and known for long time. The relationship 

between the peoples is very good. 

The relationship nllther goes to the responsibility of keeping an eye on other' s children 

when the parents are not around. As it is sa id by case six, There is strong social life in my living 

place, even there are times where me and my brother stayed all night at other's houses ifmy 

parents are not at home'. Case one added, 

Since my mother is a public serva nt she could not spent much time with us so we grow 

up in neighborhood houses, there have been times even we could stay the night in other 

neighbor's house not to wake us up fi'om our sleep. 

The strong social interaction between the neighborhood results in the close relationship 

among the children as underlin ed by the key informant one, 'The community members have 
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strong social life, and similarly the children took the sa me trend and know each other very we ll 

which results that spending much time w ith each other ' 

However, even if the parents are spending times and have a strong relationship that 

wou ld result spending much times, there are cases who are not all owed to play with the 

neighborhood children as expressed by one case, ' I do not have fr iends there because my mother 

forbids that because other children have bad behaviors 'dureye' (as he expressed it). I beco me 

more interested to know th~ things done by those ' dureye' children then asked him, theq he 

replied as, ' they smoke cigars, spend times w ith th e neighborhood youths and watch mov ies with 

them they got the money from stealing their parents, steal car mi rro rs(spokios), and sometimes 

they took and run mobile phones from people wa lking' (Case eight). 

According to the pal1 icipant s orthe study there are a fo t of chi ldren and youths in their 

liv ing places. The relationship between the two had been underlined in the interviews as, 

There are a lot of chi ldren in my liv ing place 1 can say that there is no fam ily planning 

and many youths are liv in g in the community. There is a strong connection between 

children and the youth, most youths are job seekers or unemployed (Case one). 

The above experience is shared by case eight, case ten, case twe lve and the like, as they 

sa id, ' It is a place where there are a lot chil dren and unemployed youths' . Likew ise the key 

in formants sUPPol1ed the ex istence of children, youth and the strong relationship between them 

as, 

According to our study and observation there arc a lo t of youths in the children's livi ng 

area, those yout hs are involved in differe nt add ictiol1behaviors, children have been 

reflecting what they saw fi'o m their society for examplc stea ling, fighting, disturbing in 

the school, etc (KJ I). 
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Ch ildren have various positive as well as negative perceptions towards the living place. 

'The s il ence of my living place and playing times with other children is the best memories ' (case 

two and case five). Case seven expressed her fee ling as, ' I won ' t forget the socia l life of my 

community, spending holidays together, round tour for monthly 'mahber', eating, discussing and 

playing in groups, it is really fun ! '. 

On the contrary case six expressed as, ' my li ving place is not good, because most of my 

neighbors request me to bu)' inappropriate things like 'kchat', c igars'. In this line case th,ee added 

his impress ions towards the living place as, ' I can say that most community members do not 

beli eve in advis in g children rather they pre fer to shout at and punish them'. 

Other children stated their impress ions towards their living place using the active 

p'articipation on communit y deve lopment and vo luntcer activities o f members of the coml1lunity. 

As articulated by case eight, 

One of the best memories about my living area is the eve nt of blood donation, the event is 

so interesting and motivat ional it is the ce lebration where every members involved in it 

by walk ing having slogans, it is celebrated on yearl y bas is. 

Peoples are active participants in attending meet ings ca ll ed by the 'woreda' administration 

regarding different current issues; they also involve themselves in securit y and environmental 

issues ' Case eleven added . 

4.2 Preliminary Issues to CBCCs at Arada and Kolfe CBCC 

Th is theme included very broad categories that help to understand the preliminary issues 

that are the process and impress io ns to the realit ies in the places of study conducted . Reasons to 

join CBCC, the first impression of chi ldren about the ce nter, ways to jo in CBCC wi ll be 

presented as per the participant 's expressions and reviewed documents. 
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4.2.1 Reasons to Join Community Based Correction 

Children come to the center for many reasons, these include: stealing things from their 

parents and neighbors, fighting in schoo l w ith students and their teachers, escaping from school, 

disobey to the parents, insu lt and get in con fl ict w ith their parents. Key informa nts expressed the 

reasons by re ferring case scenarios. As per key in formant two, 

Children have different reaso n to join CBCCs. They stea l money, so met imes mobile and 

car accesso ries fro m ,their parents and neighbo rs (this is the common case) , there pre 

chi ld ren hav ing a very aggressive behaviors, they get into fi ght w ith other children, 

teachers, and parents. Some of them are a lready involved themselves in addi ct ions, 

disobed ience, disrespect their parents. In most cases children came here for the reason of 

steal ing fi'om both their parents and the neighbors. They used the money to pay for play 

station games and movies in their neighborhood but there are also extrcme cases like 

conducting sexua l abuses. 

Then he presented one case scenario fo r the last premise as. 

There was a child who was referred to us from the court. The spouses were married 

hav ing one child each i.e. the father has a daughter and the mother has a boy. At one 

night the boy attempted to rape his sister. They brought him to the police and fo llow ing 

the court procedure sent here. We inves tigate how he came up w ith this behavior, and 

then he told us that his parents and the neighbors li ving in rented house used to watch 

movies that arc inappropriate for children he wanted to practice what he salV. 

In add ition to the above reasons, chil dren conducted crimes that are extreme in nature. As key 

info rmant expressed by ref cITing cases as, 
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There was one chil d ca lled 'bereket', he spend his times with the neighborhood youths, he 

took orders to buy cigars, sometimes 'chat', he has psychological pressure as a result of 

identity cris is i. e his sister found out to be his mother, and his mother be his 

grandmother. I think he found out from the neighbors, after this incident he stressed 

himsel f very much. he had suddenly stopped the attachment with his famil y, lost trust on 

them then he started to steal things fro m them li ke mobile pho ne, household materia ls, 

engaged himself in adel ict ive behaviors espec iall y us ing 'hashish' and transfer it to «ther 

users. 

4.2.2 Forms (Ways) to Join Community Based Correction 

Thcre are two fo rmal ways to jo in CBCCs. The first one is COUlt re ferral systcm, where 

children go through the COUlt procedure. Th is is referring cascs i'nvo lving less than 1000 birr and 

simple imprisonment not more than three month. The court referred chil dren to the center fo r 

limited period ofti me and children fo llow theil' procedure w hil e using the center's services. The 

other way is the multi stake hold ers referral system. This has been conducted by the mult i stake 

ho lders for the center which include co mmunity police, nearby schoo ls, ' id ir ', woreda's wo men 

and children, health and education affairs. The detail presentation of the multi stake holders 

invo lved in CBCC will be prese nted on the last theme, identified assets. The key in fo rmants 

(KI I, Kl2 and K14) described the ways to jo in CBCC brie ny as, 

Children came here pass ing through two forms of references . Most of the time they came 

here fi'o m the multi stake holders in cluding education offic e, health offi ces, 'mekari 

shemagele', community po lice, schools, from the comnlunit y members considering their 

observat ion that those kid will go ing to be in vo lved in the delinquent activities, the other 

referral system is fi'o m the court, but nowadays thi s procedures are stopped (KJ 2). 
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Similarly key informant one expressed the process as, 

Process to this center is d ivided in to two ways. One, those referred by the court, it has its 

own forms to be filled including child's delinquent act, specific time for staying here and 

send them with parent (the child is send to the center while they are in the court process, 

on the day ofappointment, we'll send report as to improvements and other act ivities after 

finishing stated ti me the court will close the case) and second one is referred fi·om the 

multi stake holders. In poth ways, we will g ive them orientation about the center, 

expectations and made them signed an agreement. 

However, there are children who came to the center in a kind of informal way which is 

quite different from the above two forms, that is hearing about the center's service provisions 

6·on; the neighbors, fi·iends and relatives as said by case nine as, ·'1 have school friend who used 

to come here, he told me about the center, its activities, programs so I got interested, and stmted 

to come here ' which was shared by case seven. ' I think my mother heard about this center fiom 

one of our neighbor then one day she told me about the center' (Case ten). Case eleven also 

added that 'one day my father heard from somewhere about the center and brought me here by 

leaving that day's job'. 

4.2.3 First Impressions of Child .. en about Community Based Co .... ection Centers 

Children were happy to join CBCCs on the first time in the compound. They were 

impressed to see other ch ildren study, discuss and play around. As sa id by case participants, 'j 

felt happy to see other children playing in here since we are children we like to play more than 

anYthing ' (case one). Case three added as, 'I felt happy to see ot·her children were studying and 

playing '. 
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While others fe lt confused as a resu lt of previous expectations as stated by one of the key 

informant, 

Children when they come for the fIrst time they got amazed, because they were expecting 

a kind of formal correctiona l institution, we always asked them about their fIrst 

impression about the center, they got surprised, they told us about their expectations, but 

totally different situation is waiti ng for them, this is where they change the ir sense of 

guilt.(KI2) 

This is nllther con firmed by the case partic ipants as, 

I was kind of fru strated earlier where my fat her told me we are go ing to the center, I 

thought the center would be li ke other form al correctio nal centers, but when! arrived the 

opposite happened, I saw child ren are playing around so i knew it would not be like ot her 

fo rma l correctional centers, I fe lt very happy and hurry to jo in the children playing (Case 

eleven). 

Chi ldren a lso felt lonely and had a fear not to adapt the environment eas ily as case five 

told me, 

When [ fIrst came to this center, I feel frightened because [ was new to the place and the 

peoples, and I expected it like co rrectio na l ce nters there were a lot of ch ildren unlike this 

times, there were times even we couldn't get cha ir, after a while I got famil iar with the 

place and other children then the place becomes interesting. 

Case s ix shared similar ex perience as, 'There were a lot of kids and activities in the center, on the 

fi rsi days [ was frightened to connect myse lf w ith other kids, but through time I managed to 

adapt the center, children and the activities'. 
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4.3 Services and Activities at the Community Based Correction Centers 

The activities provided liOl11 the center have been conducted in acco rdance with schedu le 

out li ned by the center. But the serv ices and act ivities are varied depending on the seaso n of the 

school schedule. As stated by key informant one, 

The activities are different considering the season. If it is winter they came here every 

day after school, they use library, tutoria l service, group discuss ion, computer class, 

learn ing to play music iqstruments. But the time is always the chall enge, because they 

ca me here after 9:00 am loca l time in the afternoon. The center is clos ing at II :OOam. It 

is not enough to facil itate the activities on that specific time however, we arc trying to 

fac ilitate the above activities, but in summer times the children spend almost fu ll day 

w ith us so we could do many things. 

The services and act ivities provided in the cen ters are incorporated into five broad 

categories, enterta inment act ivities, empowerment activities (train ings, academic pract ices and 

materia l SUppOI1), follow up system, treatment activit ies (adviso ry practices, individua l and 

group counseling), and participatory activities (environmental conservations, personal hygiene, 

participatolY activities inside and outside CBCCs. Each services and activities are presented 

bri efl y as per the partic ipant 's ex press ions, my observat ion and document rev iew. 

Entertainment 

CBCCs have been provided a wide variety of entertainment activit ies for ch ildren. These 

are indoor playing games including table tennis, dart, play station and chase; field trips to places 

whi ch might have both recreat iona l and education goal. Childrel; at the center have a chance to 

access watching mo vies together by television that is connected to the satell ite dish channels, the 

entertainment act ivities also inc lude tournaments to games and quest ion answer competitions 
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which are held within the center and between the CBCCs. But as to the participants, nowaday 

those act ivities are decreasing. 

Case five reported, 'The center provided us indoor playing games and the center also 

facilitates field trips which can be inside and outside Addis '. Case twelve also stated as, 1 like 

playing tenn is 6·om all the activities and am really good at it! There are also tournaments for 

ga me compet ition of footba ll , tennis table, dart , those are trophies from the co mpet ition (he was 

show ing me the trophies on the ~able) '. Which is more confirmed by the key informants as, 'y.;e 

have been providing different recreationa l act ivities for the children in the CBCCs they can play 

indoor games, they watch movies, and in vo lve tliemse lves in co mpetitive tournaments w ith ot her 

children but now due to different chall enges faced we could not manage to address all the 

activiiies '(K1 I). 

Trainings 

The train ings delivered by the CBCCs to the children include life skill trainings on 

develop ing self - confidence and communicat ion sk ill for the children, share experiences, and 

most importantly about the gender equality and partic ipat ion. Basic computer tra inings are given 

by the center using the computer center at the CBCCs. Ch ildren in the center also learned to play 

different mus ica l instruments which are available to the children at the center to practice on off 

study times w hi ch according to the participants would help them to develop their talent s. The 

CBCCs have been provided trainings on reproduct ive health by collaborating with one of the 

stake ho lders, woreda 's health office. 

'We have been gett ing different li fe skill tra inings, they tl;ought us to be alert to our 

ne ighborhood child problems and info rm to concern bodies' (case one). Concerning the training 

on musica l in stru ments case four said, The center enco urage us to develop and work on our 
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talents using the materials provided by g iving trainings on how to use the different musical 

instruments '. Case fi ve added, 'We learn how to pl ay music using different instruments and basic 

computer skill , but the computers are in sufficient relative to our numbers and the ex isted ones 

need to be mainta ined '. 

Key informant one also confu'med that, the trainin gs that have been delivered by CBCCs 

as, The CBCCs have bee n providing different kinds of trainings including basic computer skill s, 

life skill , reproducti ve health and ,musical instruments '. 

Academic practices 

CBCCs have been facilit ating different services to support children' s academi c 

achieve ment s. These include study programs, from the interviews and observat ion I found out 

that orily two days of the week are left for entel1ainment activities. The rest are fo r study 

programs. The study program is he ld in the mini li braries w here children do their home works 

and use var ious references in the library. While studying chil dren involve themse lves in group 

discussions to help each other in doing home works and further preparation for class room tests. 

The center also provided tutori als for the children by using vo lunteers, teachers and 

fOrtller corrected children who are now learning at universities and preparatory schoo ls. To 

improve children's academic achievements CBCCs issued an incentive for children who scored 

good marks on each semester. 'The center provides library service for us, there are di fferent 

reference books we can use them to do our home works and get ready for class room tests ' (case 

seven). Case nine added as, ' they prepared us to the class tests and advise us to focus on om 

study; we do om home works and study in the library, we invo lve 'in group studies and 

d iscussio ns '. Case eleven emphasized on addressin g the impOllance of using library children as, 
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The center provides library service which is useful for the children you know. Children 

here are came from a kind of the same living style, they do not have silent place for their 

study at home. So it is really helpful for the children, it keep the children from the bad 

places around their home. 

Key informant one also said, 'we have been providing library service and tutorials for the 

children '. KI2 and KI4 added, 'one of the benefits from this center is that there is an incentive for 

children who scored good marks"the incentive is not on ly for the high scorers but for those W[10 

improve their average and rank '. 

Individual and Group Counseling 

One ofthc objcctivcs ofCBCCs is to bring behavioral changc to thc childrcn as 

articulatcd by kcy informant two, 'we focus on correcting and behaving chi ldrcn while living 

with their parents'. In order to achieve these outcomes, the centers have been using both 

individual and group counseling for the chi ldren in accordance with the reasons and forms to join 

CBCCs. CBCCs has been using counseling professional, socia l workers and community 

development workers to provide the services. Chi ldren at the center also confU'll1ed that they 

have been in counseling sess ions for very long time, Case one said she enjoyed these sessions as, 

'I really like spending time with cou nse lors, we get differe nt li fe ski lls and be nice to our 

surroundings '. Regarding thi s key informant two addressed as, 

There is counseling that either is individual or group by co nsidering the cases by using 

professional. The counselor (she) has MA in counse ling, she came once in a week, the 

ot her workers (me and soc ial wo rker) has also trained fo r c'ounseling we helped her 0 11 

that and give them in her absence. 

Key informant one also added as, 
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There are delinquent and non -delinquent chi ldren in the center. But treatment 

(counseling) is co nducted accordingly by considering their background. One of the 

objectives of the center is that chi ldren are corrected whi le they are with their fami ly, 

friends, and community members. 

Financial (material) Support 

• 
CBCCs have been g iving material suppo rt fo r lim ited number of chi ldren. These inc lude 

exercise books by cons ider ing the, grade leve l and schoo l un iforms on yearly bas is. Similarly, !he 

chi ldren get money incentives for participat ion on trainings delivered. As per case nine, 

The center gave us exerc ise books and schoo l un ifo rm per year by co nsidering the 

children's c lass level. Th ings were Illuch better ear li er where money support for 

. participat ing in the train ings. We give the money fo r our pa,'ents it is important fo r them, 

the amount is not fixe d but it lies on a range between one hundred birr to three hund red 

birr. 

E nvironmental Conservation 

Chi ldren at CBCCs spend times participating in cleaning and environmental keeping 

activities by planting and gardening trees, flowers and vegetables in the compound. There is a 

schedule fo r cleani ng the center and su rroundi ng once in a week. T had a chance to observe the 

activities phys ically. Children were happy and interactive while cleani ng; others water the plants 

that are in fro nt of the centers. 

Case two stated, 'Fridays are sc hedu led for clea ning the center. The center provided 

garde;,i ng space fo r us so that we all enjoy to water and garden the plants. These times are 

conducted with groups' ( case two). Key informant two also confirmed that, 
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Chi ldren involve themselves in cleaning the center and the surrounding in groups. They 

really enjoyed this activity because it is one thing they do together. They also plant trees, 

flowers and vegetables on a small plot of land. We sometimes used this as a punishment 

in the cases of children gett ing into fight with in the center or disobey behaviors are 

observed. 

Personal Hygiene 

CBCCs provided services (hat are related to the personal hyg iene of chi ldren. Those 

serv ices are giv ing train ings and education in group discussions. Reproductive health trainings 

are also provided by collaborating wit h multi stake hold ers. One of the CBCCs that I conducted 

the study has been provided a rest room and bath services or children. As per case ten, 'We used 

shower ·service at this center but both are now closed', key informant two also supported as, 'we 

have been providing rest room and bath room services for children . But now days it is stopped 

due to the 'woreda' administration refused to give us permission to put water tankers around the 

bu ilding ' . 

Participatory Activities J nside and Outside Community Based Correction Centers 

These activities encouraged children to participate in different clubs in the center. These 

clubs are theatre, literature, advice, discussion, art, sport group, reproductive hea lth groups. 

Involving in participatory activities helped the children to develop communication ski lls, how to 

resist peer pressures and li ve with group dynamics. Accord ing to the schedu le, one day in a week 

is g ive n to a meeting which fac ilitates open discussion on the areas of good deeds and 

improvements. Case two expressed, 
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There are different clubs (art, sport group, reproductive health group) at the center in 

which children are iiee to engage themselves in the centers cons idering their interest. 

Within the clubs children have the role of faci litat ing programs and events with groups. 

Case six confirmed as, ' Wednesday is for open discussion among children and employees of the 

center. On this day we eva luate our activities of Monday and Tuesday then we'll discuss about 

things that were good deeds and to be improved '. 

The participatory activit ies.are not limited to ins id e the centers; CBCCs worked with 

schools and student clubs wo rking at school. To fac ilitate the participation, the centers provided 

trainings and creat cd awareness for the students, teilchers and principals on the objcctives of the 

center using di fferent meetings, pamphlets, schoo l mini media, etc. These participatory activities 

also inciudc co mpetitive tournament s conducted ins ide and outside CBCCs. 

We created and gave training at 'B israt ' (nearby elementary schoo l) elementary school 

kind of COUIt system that invo lve students as a judge, attorney and prosecutor to address 

children's problems in schoo l. T hey pass sentences such as ordering students to sell 

'ko lo ', candy and donate the money for the charity club at the schoo l. There is also 

competition among children in the center and fi'o m other sub cities it includes football, 

question and answer, and other ga mes (he was showing the trophi es on the desk (kI2). 

Key informant one also added that, 'we work on clubs at elementary schoo ls by giving trainings, 

delivering dramas, mus ic and distributing pamphlets '. 

Advisory Practices 

CBCCs have bee n faci litating advice sessions and vis iting programs for children. Advice 

and experience sharing was conducted by conullunity elders, multi stalk holder offi ce 

representatives and teachers fi'om the nearby schools. As per key informant one, 
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There was time earlier where community elders come to the center to read story books 

and give advice to children. There were different visiting programs by elders, teachers, 

and sector offices included in multi stalk ho lder council. In their visit they spend time 

with children. I can tell that chi ldren were very happy to see someone is concerned about 

their issues, but the visitors somehow stopped to come here. 

Follow up Systems 

There are continuous folio,,! ups while children are at the center by using the services an.d 

act ivities in CBCCs. These are facilitated by community development wo rkers, soc ial workers 

and volunteers who are emp loyees ofFSCE. The follow up system on children currently using 

the center's services had been presented on previous categories. So under th is category the 

follow ui) systems arrer CBCC practices that faci litate the reintegration proccss of chi ldren who 

used to be in CBCCs is discussed. 

There is no formal pract ice of follow up system in reintegration process of children used 

CBCCs supported by FSCE. However, as a result of good relationship between children and the 

workers, chi ldren came to visit the center. The workers informally got in contact with children 

who were referred fi'om the multi stake holders, since they are living around the center. But, it is 

difficult to reach chi ldren referred rrom courts beca use they live rar from the CBCCs. As per key 

in formant one, 

Honest ly speak ing there is no follow up system arrer they gone out from the center. We 

do not know their cu rrent status in a forma l way and we do not have such system, it needs 

different things like professionals and budget. Which are the center's big challenges in 

current times. As he expressed it, 'kewetu behuala beka wetu new', we only focus on 

their activities while they are in the center, but we gave them trainings (on the life skill 
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part). We give them continuous counse ling and advices not to invo lve in criminal acts. 

Mos of the children are not happy w hen they fini sh their times, sometimes they cried. 

On a s imilar context key informant two confirmed as, 

We have a chance to meet the children came fiom the multi stalk hold er reference, since 

they are living around this area we meet them informally, but it is difficult to get children 

who referred from the court, because most of the time they are liv ing in far places and 

so me of them are displaced p·om the nearby community. Generally, it is safe to say that , 

there is no formal follow up system in the ir reintegration, but sti ll so me of them came to 

visit the center informa ll y because we build a kind of family relationship w ith them 

which made us keep in contact. 

As a result of the absence of formal suppo rt system in rcintegl:ation process children have 

facing challenges. Children had a fear that they might get back to where there were. They wi ll 

stmi to spend too much time at their living place which would lead to de linquent behaviors. As 

said by key informant two on the sense of regret and helpless, 

Most of the children have a fear that they might get back to delinquent behaviors, this is 

also shared by the parents it was observab le at the graduation ceremony. Some of them 

cried, but when we confirmed that they can use the services, they become ca lm. So the 

main challenge is that children have a fear! We provided them an advice and counseling, 

this is what life ski ll trainings is for. If they can overcome the cha llenge am sure they wi ll 

be successfu l. Workers felt really regretted thinking about the CBCCs, we could have 

done more for those children, and I can say that the centers al:e at huge ri sk because the 

above activities and services a ll are gone now. 
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4.4 Challenges of the Community Based Correction Ccnters 

The study fou nd that the CBCC practice is at high risk of existence due to different 

challenges faced. There is huge budget constraint in the procedures, as a resu lt the resources and 

facilities are cla imed limited. As key informant one reported, 

There is a problem of budget, as you know this activity needs to proceed, I can say that 

FSCE neglected the centers, most of the form er services and act iv ities are not there 

anymore, we are running wit!lOut budget the center is at huge risk we all should do 

something, there is nothing s imilar to the earl ier times, the court referral system is now 

stopped . 

Lack of good management was raised as other challenge that is indicated in terms of 

fa ilure to 'g ive on time respo nse as case twe lve expressed, 'There arc ITIany th ings that need 

maint enance but It has been a long time, they d id not get maintained for example the co mputers, 

satellite dish, the play station, some cha irs '. Lack of employees, high rate of emp loyee out flow 

and relocation of employees was also expressed by case participants and key in formants. key 

informant five sa id that, ' the services are facilitated only by one employee '. 'The organi zation 

have employee high rate outflow, the heacI offices are failing to recruit other emplo yees ' (KJ3). 

Development induced di splacement projects by government fou nd as the major 

chall enges to the CBCC practice by displac ing the benefi ciari es of the services (the case of 

Arada CBCC). As articulated by key informant one, 

The other most important thing to focus nowa days, government is displaci ng a group of 

e'om munity to other places for development reasons, most of our benefic iaries arc 

displaced for example families liv ing around 'amI killo', 'fit bel" and now they moved to 

condominium sites. 
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There is also problem of perception about the CBCCs and children using the service from 

the conununity members and woreda's officers. The centers are located in woreda administration 

co mpound. Case nine expressed, ' children should behave to not give a reason for security guards 

to shout and punish liS, 11-OIn the beginnulg they have negative attitude towards children and they 

thought we have bad behavior' . Key informant two added that, 'sometimes, I got into conflict 

with the wo reda offic es; they had adjusted their mind that children in CBCC are thief' . 

Failure of family invo lvement and follow up the children were found as the major 

contributing factors. Parents do not follow up their children as key informant five said, 'some 

parents neglect children, and they do not care how their child spend their time'. Tn addition key 

informant one and key informant two respectively expressed lack of fa mily involvement and 

fo llow up as, ' parents do not fo llow their children, they come home very tired '; 'parcnts do not 

have much time to control and follow up their kid s, they get out early for ajo b and come back 

late evening' . This shows that nature of parent's job is related to the failure to follow and give 

attention to chi ldren from the parents. 

4.5 Assets Identified for Community Based Correction Practices 

On the practices and services of CBCCs multiple involvements have been witnessed. 

Social workers, community members, family members and parents, volunteers and multi stake 

holders could be listed in major terms. These invo lvement s have been considered as an asset for 

the CBCCs, so those are presented in acco rdance with participant's expressio ns and observed 

activ ities. 
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Social Workers 

Socia l workers have been using as facili tators for the act ivities and services provided by 

CBCCs with community development workers. In particular social workers at CBCCs prepare 

memos, request budget, writ ing reports, assis ting community workers in th eir jobs, giving 

counsel ing to the chi ldren (as ga ined from Kl3) . It was claimed that the soc ial workers have not 

yet contributed for the CBCCs as it was expected from them, which is putting into practice what 

they have learned in theories. As per ~ey informant one, 

It is ha rd to te ll the roles of social workers, most of the times they are report wri ters (he is 

mak ing fun) , even when we have d ifficulties we wo n' t ask them rather we are asking the 

professional counse lors, we do not trust the social workers (he is laughi ng) counse lors are 

better knowledge and experience about the community. I can say that thcy do not pract ice 

the socia l work practice and do not like to go to the community members rather give 

orders sitting on office. 

However, there are socia l workers who work to contribute for the chi ldren and their 

communities. Key informant five and key informant one give a specific case for this as, 

There was one socia l worker who had ethics, knows how to work. I considered him as a 

good social worker as he expressed,yehe new beka social worker'. He goes to the 

commun ity, so lves existing problems, practices the rea l soc ial work, co mmunicable, easy 

go ing, and good fac ilit ator. 
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Community Members and their Traditional Support Systems 

Community members have been involved in CBCCs practices individually and in groups. 

Community members have a strong social relat ionship w hich have been practiced through 

invo lving themse lves into different groupings, that are traditional support systems for instance, 

'Idir' is grouping of peoples living in same places. Money is co llected on regular basis and then 

given to those who lost fam ily members and also lent equipme nt in times of happiness and sad 

moments (case one, K12, KI4). 

'Equb' is a practice of collecting money in groups who know each other, so that they ca n save 

money and get the money in round or by chance (case eleven and KI I) . 

'Mahibers' is religious based grouping to celebrate different days of the month (Gebrie l, 

Michael, selasie, etc.) by giving round to each member. While rounding there might be monthly 

payment that would be used to buy umbrella, candles, and etc (KII, KI2). 

The CBCCs have been using only 'ldir' as an asset for the practice, by making the 

administrators involved in multi stake holders counc il. Case seven stated, 'Most of my 

community members are invo lved in strong socia l li fe with each other; one of the co llecting 

systems is 'idir' so if the center involves the 'idir' it could access the whole community members '. 

Similarly case nine art icu lated the importance of involving community members as, 

Members of this community should also be involved, we will at least get their idea 

support, and they wi ll fee l belonged to the center. We can facilitate this by posting 

different information on the street; introduce the center (creati ng awareness), faci litating 

speech on sub city and 'woreda' meet ings'. 
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Family 1\1 embers (parents) 

The involvement of parents and fami ly members in the CBC practices are va luable. One 

of the objectives ofCBCCs is to correct and g ive different services to the children while they 

live w ith their parents. So, chi ldren are spending most of their time with their fa mil ies and 

surroundings. As stated by key informant four, 

The invo lvement of parents on CBCCs practices is very cruc ial. Bes ide our e ITort to 

make the centers a better plac~ for children to achieve at our objectives, parents play 

greater role in guiding and setting learning models for the chi ldren. 

Case four re fl ected on this issue as, 

We can use our family's support as an asset for this center, if our famili es could not help 

and ' follow us, the center's effort would be nothing. So the cente,: should usc the fa mily's 

SUppOlt and invo lvements in order to achieve at the stated objectives. 

Multi stake Holders 

The FSCE created a multi stake ho lders counci l for CBCC practices. Those stake ho lders 

include woreda 's justice office, health office, youth and sport office, education office, labor and 

soc ial office, micro and small scale enterprise offi ce, women and children affa ir office, 'mekari 

shemagele's those who are living in this community, co mmunity police, nea rby elementary 

public schoo l and ' idir 's. The council ha s seventy members ITom twenty six sectors, involving 

nine administration facilitating committee members. As presented earli er on CBCCs services and 

activit ies, these mu lti stake holders have vital role in g iving adv ice to the chi ldren and made 

scheduled vis its at the centers. 

'The multi stake ho lders include woreda's justice office, 'mekari shemage lc 's those who 

are living in this cOlllmunity, woreda's hea lth office, education office, conU1ll1nity po lice, 
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elementary schoo ls' (key informant four and key informant two). Key in fo rmant one added a 

brief explanation as, 

The multi stake holders are women and ch ildren affa ir, health office, justice office, youth 

and sport office, labour and social office, micro and small sca le enterprise office, schoo ls 

nearby, community po lice and 'idir's. There are twenty six different sectors; involving 

seventy indi viduals and nine fac ilitati ng co mm ittee members are invo lved in the council. 

Volunteers 

The role of vo lunteers utilized by FSCE suppOlted CBCCs but it is limited. The act ivit ies 

and services provided by the centers are various, but I observed only one vo lunteer at each 

CBCCs. Involving volunteers jiom different sectors, professio n and area of interest is va luable to 

faci litate the services to the children . As expressed by case nine, 

The center has to invo lve volunteer rich people to so lve material problems and other 

problems, I know rich peoples around 'tero sefer' , and they have their own non­

governmental organizat ion he lping children and the poor. They provided schoo l uni form, 

exercise books, wheat for their parents and the community. so involving them would help 

both the center and the children significantly. 

Case twelve also added, 

I want everyo ne to put their hand on this ce nter, those who love children a nd who want to 

SUppOlt children. I always think that if the center could be placed everywhere, all the 

children in Addis Ababa and other places wou ld get benefit s. 
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4.6 Summary of Research Findings 

Children in CBCCs liked to ask question and wanted to exp lore the environment; I fou nd 

out that children want to get their need to be fulfi lled. These behaviors are pushing them to 

involve in stea lin g and engaging in labour jobs. Children who had relat ionship with their parents; 

the relat ionships are shown by helping parents in different househo ld wo rks and spending time 

with them. In most cases the persona l behaviors an d relat ionshi p w ith parents had affected the 

relat ionsh ip w ith surrounding ind iv idua.i s. 

Regard ing the children 's parenting s ituation, children are fou nd li v in g w ith both parent s, 

and others are rais ing with sing le mother due to separatio n, d ivo rce, and abse nce offather 

because of job situation, addiction behavio r and death. Children are liv ing in diffcrent famil y 

size, but most of them have extended famil y size which mi ght include the relatives and non­

relat ives who are living in the fami ly. As a resu lt of this, ch ildren are expericnc ing posit ive and 

negat ive fee lings towards accompany. 

The education status and occupation of parents was found to be d ifferent; there were 

parents who learned to the highest level, those also quit school on different levels of educat ion to 

seek jobs, there were parents who have never went to schoo l. The economic status had found 

low as the partic ipants art iculated, ' they do not have money to spent on satisfyi ng the bas ic needs 

fo r themselves as well as to the children s ince most parents are work ing labour jobs they could 

not earn well '. 

The liv ing p lace orthe children found unsu itab le for the ch ildren to live, the houses are 

sma ll , slam and intertw in ed, which is a lso not su it ab le to study. There was found that some 

parents are living in a kind of plas ti c shelter, temporary she lters in the church where the bas ic 

fa cilities like electricity, water, rest rooms and sewerage systems are not accessible and at times 
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obliged to share with other neighbors. There is fou nd a strong social relationship among the 

members of the commun ity. The soc ial interaction was ind icated in involving in different kinds 

of traditional SUppOlt systems that include ' idir ', 'equb ', 'mahiber' . 

Children come to the center for many reasons, to name a few : stealing things from their 

parents and neighbors, fi ghting in schoo l with students and their teachers, escaping from schoo l, 

disobeying parents, insult and get in conOict with their parents, and extreme cases of sexual 

abuse and engag ing in drug usi ng and transfer. There are two formal ways to jo in CBCCs one is 

through COUlt referral system, the other way is by mu lti stalk holder' s referral, these include 

commu nity police, schools, community elders, and woreda 's sector offi ces. However, there are 

children who came to the center to usc the CBCC's act ivities and services. 

The study ident ified eleve n services and act ivit ies by CBCCs. These arc entertainme nt 

activities training, academic practices, individual and group counselin g by considering the callses 

and ways of joining CBCCs, materia l support, environmental conservation, personal hyg iene and 

follow up systems in which it was found the absence of any formal follow up system in the 

reintegration of children after CBCCs due to this chi ldren have been facing psychological 

problems, participatory activities inside and outside CBCCs and fi nally advisory practice by 

invo lving the multi stake holders. 

The services and activit ies have found to make CBCCs as a better place fo r children in 

achieving behavioral change, keeping children away from ' inappropriate places', children learn 

d ifferent skills including co mmunication, confi dence, and fac ilitat ion skil ls. Children have 

shown great improvement in academic perfo rmances and fe lt refreshed due to the activities 

provided. Most importantly the CBCCs are keeping the children away from the inside house 
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exhaust ions and from 'ch ild unsupportab le community'. Children are benefited in keeping their 

contacts to the fami ly, re latives, fi·iends and other community members. 

Even if the CBCCs are providing mu ltiple services to the children in conflict with the law 

and others who are interested in the services, the study found that the CBCC practice is at high 

risk of existence due to differe nt challenges faced. These include; there is huge budget constraint 

in the procedures, there is lack of good management (failure to on time response, provision of 

accessories, and lack of employees, hig\1 rate of employee out fl ow and relocation of employees). 

The deve lopment induced displacement projects found to be the major challenges to the CBCC 

practice by disp lac ing the beneficiaries of the serv ices (ihe case of Arada CBCC). Thcre is also 

prob lem in perception about CBCCs and child ren using the serv ice fi·om the conu11ltnity 

mcmbers and woreda's officers, and failure of family involvement and foilow up the children 

were found to be the major contributing factors placing CBCC practice at risk and be 

unsustainable. 

On the provisions of services by CBCCs mu lt ip le involvements are witnessed and found. 

These include; Social workers, community members and their traditional SUppOIt systems 

including' idir', 'equb' and religious based ' lIIahber', fami ly members and parents, volunt eers 

and mul ti stake holders. Acco rding to study the invo lveme nt of these indi viduals and groups was 

cruc ial and considered as an asset for the CBCCs. They had a role of fac ilitat ing the activ it ies 

and mobilize co mmunity members and resources. However, it was found that their contributions 

are not used in full capac ity to overcome the challenges faced. 
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Chapter Five 

5. Discussion 

Children currently using the CBCCs and past users experienced; they li ked to ask 

question and wa nted to explore the environment; I found out that children want to get their need 

to be fulfill ed, in times o f inconven ience they pre ferred co mplaining about it filrthermore, these 

are push ing them to seek for another options like steali ng and engag ing in labor jobs in recent 

times. This shows that children are expo~ed to unwanted and delinque nt behavio rs due to 

parent's failure to fiilfill the needs. It is persistent to the report by Betelehem Wondimu (201 4) 

stating that when children are unable to meet the ir bas ic i,eeds leads to dclinquency. There fore, 

parenthood s ituation is related to children's current status. 

Childl:en are li ving with both parents, and others in a sing le headed fam ily (mothers) 

caused iiom divo rce, and absence of fa ther because of job situation, addict ion behavior and 

death. This scenario had been affecting the children to have the expected re lat ionship with their 

fathers and exposed them to delinquent behaviors in order to sat isfy their needs. Thi s finding is 

aga in persistent to James, Ndung'u &Fredriek (2009) as, divorce, separation; death of one parent 

leads children to delinquent behavior'. In addition, Ojo (2 01 2); Betelehem Wondimu (2014) 

noted that broken homes are the factors to causes of delinquency. It is hence agreeable to say that 

most of children alleged o f delinquency are to some degree the outco me of famil y disintegrat ion 

and in stability. 

Children in CBCCs are li ving in di ffe rent fa mil y sizes; most of them have extended 

family size. The relatives and non-relatives who are li ving in the famil y aha included. A study 

by James, Ndung'u &Fredrick (2009), found that large fa mili es contribute to juven ile 

de linquency. The relat ives and non-relati ves bring positive and negat ive trends to the fa mily, 
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those individua ls either be help fu l in upbringing children or could contribute to the children's 

way to delinquent acts and unwanted behaviors. 

The education status and occupation of parents is at different leve ls parents quit schoo l to 

seek jobs and there are parents who have never gone to school. Ojo (2012) also listed low 

education at tainment of parents as the causes of delinquency. The participants of the study are 

invo lved in da ily labour jobs including construction, carpenter, washing clothes; cobble stone 

works, carrying thi ngs and so me found tq be a beggar in their part time or if they could no t got a 

chance to labour jobs. This shows that they have no ti me to follow up thei r ch ildren carefull y. As 

one of the key informants sa id that it is one of the major challenges the CBCCs have been fac ing. 

According to the study the economic status of parents is low. Simil arly study by Omboto, 

Ondiek, Odeni, & Ayugi (20 13) fou nd that most of the children are in crinie because of poverty, 

which drove them into criminal acts for surviva l. In another study by James, Ndung 'u &Frcdrick 

(2009), low socia-economic status found to lead children into anti -social behavior due to lack of 

basic necessities. 

The living place of the children is unsuitable for the children to live, the houses are small, 

slam and intertwined, which is also not suitable to study. Some parents are living in a plast ic 

she lter, temporary shelters in the church where basic facilities li ke electricity, water, rest rooms 

and sewerage systems are not accessible and at times they obliged to sharc w ith othcr ne ighbors. 

As a resul t, children are exposed to various hea lth problems resulted fi'o m the area bei ng unclean 

and unhygie ni c. This is also found by Omboto, Ond iek, Odera, & Ayug i (20 13), as child rc n in 

confl ict with ihe law are settled in slum and unclea n areas. 

Children and youths have great pOl1ion on the area and the relationship betwecn thc two 

is strong. This resulted for children to learn and experience d ifferent unwanted behaviors li ke 
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engaging in addiction behaviors, sexual relationship and stea ling. Which can be explained by 

social learning theory that dictates that offenders learn to commit crimes through imitation 

(Hanser, 20 14) .The study finding indicate that the neighborhood (living area) situation have a 

relationship with the case of children in conflict with the law. The youths are inspiring the 

children to get into different activities, simi larly the study by Omboto, Ondiek, Odera, & Ayugi 

(2013) described that children under the study confessed that they had inspired and recruited by 

friends and nearby individua ls. 

Chi ldren come to the center for many reasons, among them stea ling from their parents 

and neighbors, fighting in school with students and their teachers, escaping from school, 

disobeying parents, insu lt and get in confli ct with their parents, and extreme cases of sexua l 

abuse and engaging in drug using and transfer. However stealing was found· the most co mmon 

causes for children to come to CBCCs, Betelehem Wondimu (2014) also found that theft was 

identified as a common type of delinquency committed by chi ldren. 

From the causes that brought children to the CBCCs, children have got the motives to 

conduct the unwanted behaviors and crimes fi·om various experi ences. Media plays a great role 

in inspiring children to commit crimes like stea ling, using alcohol and other drugs. Nayak (20 13) 

also found that, Medias can positively or negatively affect the convenient behavior or juveniles 

through socializat ion (p 20). This impli es that movies and commercials are not censored in 

accordance with children's age and experience. There were participants who got the initi at ion 

fi·om movies and TV com mercials to comm it stea ling at schoo l and attempt to rape his half­

sister. From tliis technological instruments inspire children to crimes; simi fa rly Eckersley and 

Dear (2002) found out that rapid technological developments are factors that cause cri me among 

the chi ldren . 

• 
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Family situation a lso found as factor, which indicated by lack offollow up from the 

parents. As we have seen earlier parents have no time to give care and fo llow up. They found 

careless about regulating the children in what kind of movi e or television program they watch, 

identity crisis on children as a result or parent 's failure to tell children the truth about themselves 

and fail ed to manage house maids who are playing a crucial role in the children's behaviors. This 

shows that the ro le or neighbors had found very crit ica l, which is relat ed to the relat ionsh ip 

ex isted in the ne ighborhood that extended)o g ive the responsibilit y of keeping an eye on other's 

ch ildren. 

This shows that the neighbors are contributing to tlie upbringing of children. However 

neighbors found careless to fulfill the respo nsibility, for example on g iving attention on what 

kind of movies ·to watch in front of the chi ldren; which led one case to cominit an att empt of 

rape on his hal f-sister. Daniel Sewasew, el aI, (2015) also found lhat neighborhood condition 

have d irect relationship with juvenil e delin quency (p 20) 

The role of around home small houses that are offering movies and play station games for 

ch ildren are playing great ro le in inspir ing children into delinquent behaviors. This shows that 

they have no regulation in selection of movies, or outlin ing age restrict ion; in side home fa ilure to 

fulfill the interests of children also raised in this line because children are seek ing what they 

missed from their house. 

CBCCs are provid ing indoor games, field trips, watching movies, compet itive 

tournaments. The act ivities were found important in keeping away children fi·o m ' inappropriate 

places'. As cases emp hasized the CBCCs ha ve been helpful for them to stay away frolll 

' inappropriate places' as they expressed it. According to them those places are play station 

houses where chi ldren started gambl ing and nearby movie houses, which insp iJ"ed the ch ildren to 
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commit crimes of stea ling, So this shows that, by providing these services the CBCCs are 

protecting children to co mmit further crimes, In support of this Nayak (20 13) identified in his 

study that juvenile delinquents have no recreational facilitie s on their living areas, 

These activit ies also give children a better place to play, since they are liv ing in slum 

areas and small houses, From the find ings there are child ' unsupportive ' communi ty members 

who are not happy to see children to play around ; give order to children to buy cigars and 'chat '; 

who do not have a hab it of advis ing chil dre n rather believe in phys ica l punishment. Child ren fe lt 

refreshed and helped them to ignore inside and outside home ex haust ions and disco mforts, The 

study by Ombo to , Ondiek, Odera, and Ayugi (20 13) al so fou nd recreational act iv iti es w ill reduce 

crimes co mmitted out of exc iteme nt games because engag ing in sports and other activities will 

leave them witli no time for destructive activit ies. 

Empowerment activit ies include trainings, acadcmic practices and materia l support. The 

trainings include life skill trainings whi ch focused on gender, equa li ty of men and women, 

knowing personal ski lls, and promoting active participat ion, Accord ing to the p3lticipants ofthe 

study, children have been benefited from the trainings in different ways; become interactive, 

deve lop self-confidence and communication skill and made use of the money as a result of 

participation, CBCCs have bee n g iv ing courses on musica l instruments and li te rature to the 

children, This ind icates that children developed their talents and interests, However, according to 

the cases, whi ch is a lso confi rmed by my observat ion that these act ivit ies are lim ited to art areas 

like mu sic, li terature and cul tural dancing, 

The academic practices include study programs, tutorials, library services, group 

discussions and co mputer trainings, As a resu lt children learned basic co mputer skill whi ch they 

have no cha nce to access at their schoo l. As we discussed earlier the living places are unsuitable 
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to study and other academic activities, so the CBCCs are contributing for the chi ldren safe place 

to study. Additionally the study program is ena bling chi ldren to manage their time effect ively, 

this shows that through the process children learnt time management. 

There is no formal support system at CBCCs fo r children in reintegration process. The 

centers are focusing on the inside services and activities. As a result ofabsence follow up system 

in the reintegrat ion of chi ldren faced psychologica l problems. This is also found ed by Dawes 

(2008) as, children encou ntering resistance/ro m institutions due to effects of labe ling as 

cr iminals, which resu lted in stress and psychological instabilities. 

However the CBCCs efforts to enabl e children to be ready fo r the rei ntegratio n process 

by providing individual as we ll as group counseling, li fe skill trainings aimed at developing 

ski lls on how to ·resist peer pressures and managing the social life in a mannej· not to be involved 

in the former unwanted behaviors. But it is not enough given the fact that reintegration is 

cons idered as one of the main objectives of community based correct ion. Hanser (2014) 

emphasized as to reintegrat ion of children in confli ct with the law, since the CBC programs 

requires to maintain the ex isting contacts and relationships. Additionally Dawes (2008) found 

that there was commitment among staffs to provide community based programs for the young 

people as a means of assisting them to success fi.Iil y reintegrate back to their communiti es. 

CBCCs are providing treatment services for children by considering the way of children 

came to the center. The court referral system requests spec ifi c treatments for children in 

acco rdance with the type offences. There are children who referred fi·om the multi stake holders 

and others ca me to use the services. In both cases the CBCCs provided botl' individual and group 

co unseling by profess ionals. 
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This indicates that the practice helped children to adapt the center 's activities as we seen; 

children had different perception towards CBCCs as a result of prior information. To eliminate 

the feeling of , criminal ' or 'offender ' as one of the center's object ive is to make chi ldren /i'ee 

fi'om sense of 'guilt ' fi'om the fU'st day at CBCCs; and most importantly helping chi ldren to have 

behavioral change. 

Advisory practices also co ns idered as one of treatment activities, as we understand from 

the find ings this practice is conducted by mphi stake holders. The advisory pract ice is commo nl y 

g iven by commu nity elders, which are also members of multi stalk ho lder counc il. This indicates 

. that child ren got a chance to hear sto ries and deve lop lesson' learned. From these chi ldren got a 

chance to share experiences and develop commun icat ion and anal ytical skills, whi ch contributes 

to children's academic achievement. 

Participatory acti vitics used by CBCCs to faci li tate active partic ipation of chi ldren. These 

act ivities conducted inside and outside CBCCs. Among these; facilitating meetings as to the 

good deeds and area of improvement at least once in a week; Environmenta l conservat io n 

activ ities that create a chance for children to contribute for their community and encouraging 

children to invo lve themselves in clubs inside CBCCs. As a resu lt children become interactive, 

however, the clubs are focllsed to deve lop the interests of Art, and this indicates that children 

have limit ed chances to engage in activit ies that develop the ir creativ it y. 

CBCCs are facilitating activities on nearby public elementary schools by g iving trainings 

as to the objectives and pract ices using schoo ls clubs such as schoo l mini med ia. This implies 

that CBCCs is ~orking on creating awareness at schools, which fac ilitate the intervent ion by 

way of invo lving concerned parties. Kolfe su b city CBCC estab lished 'court li ke system' in 

Bisrat e lementary schoo l where ch ild ren have been working as j udge, attorney and prosecutor to 
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entertain the cases existed at schoo l. In this procedure childre n fou nd guilty serve voluntary 

services to the charity club. This indicate that the practice fa cilitated children to play active role 

in preventing the problem of delinquency and intervent ion on CBCCs, which is also confi rmed 

by The Riyadh Guidelines (I 990) as 'a child- centered orient ation should be pursued, children 

should have an active role and partnership within society based interventions' (article three). 

The study found that social workers have been playin g important roles in fac ilitat ing the 

services and activities whi ch are discussed e_arli er by co llaborati ng with the community 

deve lopment workers at CBCCs. However at the CBCCs where the study is conducted (Arada 

'and Ko lfe Keraneo sub c it ies) the role of socia l workers is liillit ed. It is resulted from lack of 

mot ivation and absence of clcar job description on the contract. The social workers prefer to stay 

at the office, this 'impl y that they fa ced difficulty in making effective rapport ,vith children, 

parents and other co mmunity members, whi ch made the intervention inadequate. 

Acco rding to the fi nd ings, CBCCs among Trad it ional SUPPDlt systems used the' Ieli,.' as 

one mu lti stalk holder. The elders who give advices and vis iting service come fi'o m 'Ielir'. This 

shows that they have crucial role but not contributed suffici ent resources yet. Since the elders are 

recognized ind ividuals in the community, CBCCs can use to get wider parts of the community 

and mobilize co mmunity resources. This shows that the rest traditional support systems have not 

been used by CBCCs. 

Invo lving mult i stake holders in CBCCs practices was found as an asset. The mult i stalk 

ho ld er counci l incorporates di fferent sector officcs of the worcda. In the inception FSCE was 

planned to bc a mcmbcr in the council to fac ili tate CBCC pract ice, and thcn electcd worcda's 

women and children affa ir offi cc to administer the practice. Howevcr, thi s plan did not work duc 

to the lack o f government system supporting such practice. As a result , their role is limit ed on 
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providing training, advisory and visiting services. Though, their contribution of facing the 

challenges and influences from the woreda administration is undeniable. 

According to the find ings the role of volunteers has been uti lized by FSCE supported 

CBCCs. Similarly, Underwood, Von Dresner and Phillips (2006) emphasized the role of 

vo lunteers in the community based correction programs by referring the practice Big Brothers 

Big Sisters of America (BBBSA). The practice involved vo lunteers of the communit y in a 

community-based organ izat ion; They ut ilize,m ore ofa mentoring relationship by co mmunity 

vo lunteers. However the study ide ntified that the involvement of vo lunteers is not enough, by 

considering the services provided by CBCCs. This shows that FSCE is not de livering the 

services effectively, since there were two vo luntecrs observed from both centers. It is difficult for 

the vo lunteers to faci litate the ac tivities given the fact that children using the serv ices need 

special care and attention. 

The study found that the CBCC practice is at high risk of existence, the services and 

facilities become minimized due to different cha llenges faced. One of the major challenges is 

that CBCCs are located in the woreda's compound; they have no place for the centers. On the 

contrary this trend found as using of existing resources and the location of the program being in 

the Woreda has also given the divers ion program a level of credibi lity (Save the Children 

Sweden, 2005). 

Lack of good management from FSCE is one of the cha llenges faced by CBCCs these 

inc lude fai lure to give on time respo nse to questions and request for maintenance from ch ildren 

and employers ai CBCCs; lack of cmployers at the center which is also confirmed through 

observation, lack of employers to facilitate the servi ces. High rate of employee out flow and 

re location of employees are also contributing fo r the challenge in management. Which is also 
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found by Underwood, Von Dresner and Phillips (2006) as, many community based treatment 

programs are understaffed and fac ing high out flow. These indicate that children are losing tmst 

in FSCE administration when their questions are not answered. In add ition, as a resu lt of high out 

flow of employee chi ldren had faced challenge on developing relationship w ith them. 

Development induced displaccment found as a major challenge to CBCCs. Governlllent 

projects displaced a group of com munity to other places for development. The beneficiaries who 

are liv ing around 'Aral killo' and' Fit ber' m.oved to ot her places to live in co ndominium located 

around 'Jemo' s ite. Thi s indicates that chil dren become unsupport ed on their new place and face 

comp li cations on adapt ing the environment. There are times where chi ldren are exposed to 

sexual abuses on the new places. Chil dren leav ing thcir liv in g places, fi· iends and CBCCs 

facilities resu lts iri reduc ing academic performances , intcraction with the cnvironmcnt and nn 

p lace to spcnt the ir timcs like thc CBCCs and fi na ll y engaged in committing the crimes and 

unwanted behaviors. 

According to the study, Arada sub city and Kolfe sub city CBCCs are fac ing budget 

cnnstraint. The practice was using do nor driven budget, initia lly the organization was intended to 

facilitate the CBCCs and after phase out the multi stake holders were supposed to take the 

responsibility. However, thi s is not happening because after the phase out of the project the 

do nors shi ft their interest to other projects and the responsib ili ty transition to the multi stake 

ho lders was not successfu l. As a resu lt the CBCCs faced budget chall enge as key info rmant one 

and key in fo rmant two exp ressed the cllrrent state ofCBCCs as 'at risk of ex istence ' . On the 

cont rary Andargachew Tesfaye (2004) stated com munity based correct ion pract ice is cons idered 

to be cheaper than incarccration. 
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One of the challenges to CBCCs is negative perception towards the chi ldren and CBCC 

pract ices, which is also identified by Alarid (20 13) as, fos tering public recognition of co mmunity 

based correction 's importance is a challenge . The Woreda admini strative officers and the 

community members have labeled the children as delinquent, wh ich is articu lated by both the 

children and key informants. According to Hanser (20 14), label ing theory dictates that these 

cha llenge leads to di fficulty in the reintegration to the community and impair the offender's 

ab il ity to obta in schoo l and other services. 

86 



Running head : COMMUNITY BASED CORRETlON ..... . 

Chapter Six 

6. Conclusion and Social 'York implications 

6.1 Conclusion 

The background of children res iding in community based correct ion cemers at FSCE was 

explored in terms of early childhood behavior, parenthood situation and ne ighborhood situation. 

Stea ling is the most common causes for chil dren to co me to CBCCs. Chil dren got the motives to 

conduct the crimes and unwa nted behaviors frpm Media and technolog ica l instruments, fami ly 

s ituation and neighborhood (livi ng area) s ituat ions specifically around home small houses that 

I" ive been offering movies and play station. Therefore parenthood situat ion and neighborhood 

situation have influenced the cases of children in confl ict w it h law. 

Regarding the practices of community based corrections fo r children in FSCE supportcd 

cOlTection centers; CBCCs have been providing Entertainment Activities empowcrment 

act ivit ies, follow up systems, treatment act ivities, and part icipatory activities. 

The Oppol1unities of co mmunity based correction centers supp0l1ed by FSCE found to 

make CBCCs as a bet ter place fo r children in achieving behavioral change, keeping chi Idren 

away from ' inappropriate places', chi ldren learn different skills including communication, 

confidence, facilitation skill s, and ot her technica lities. Ch ildren have shown great improvement 

in academic performances and felt refreshed due to the ac tiv iti es prov ided. Most importantly the 

CBCCs are keeping the children away fro m the ins ide house ex haustions and fro m 'child 

unsuPP0rlable co mmunity'. Children havc been benefi ted in keeping their contacts to the fami ly, 

re lati ves, fr iends ai,d other community members. The incenti ves prov ided in rewarding academ ic 

performance and following the tournaments resulted in sense of motivation and co mpetition in 

chil dren. 
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CBCC practice is at high risk of existence due to the cha llenges faced . One of the major 

challenge found is the CBCCs are located in the woreda' s compound; they have no place for the 

centers. Lack of good management, development induced displacement, negative perception 

towards the children and practices, budget constraints are the major challenges encountered by 

CBCCs. As a result the services and activiti es are minimized and in some cases stopped from 

being provided 

Regarding the community assets and npjor actors used for the interventio n on 

commu nity based co rrection pract ice in FSCE, the study fou nd that socia l workers, tradit ional 

Slipport syste ms in cluding 'Idir ', 'Ekub ' and 'Mahber', and militi stake holders as major assets 

for CBCC practice . FSCE used only ' Id ir ', the rest tradi tiona l support systcms have not been 

used by CBCCs. 

Tbe study found tbat socia l workers have been playing impo11ant roles in laci li tat ing thc 

services and activities whicb are discussed earli er by co llabora ting with tbe community 

development workers. However the ro le of socia l workers is limited. It is resulted from lack of 

motivation and absence of clear job description on the COlllract. The social workers have no 

relationship w ith children, parents and o ther community members, which made the intervention 

inadequate. 

The practice ofre integration after FSCE supported commun ity based correction cent ers 

is untouched practice. There is no formal support system at CBCCs fo r chil dren in reintegration 

proccss; as a resul t children faced psychologica l problems. However, the CBCCs efforts to 

enable children to be ready for the reintegration process by prov iding individual as we ll as group 

counseling, life skill tra inings aimed at develop ing skills on how to resist peer pressures and 

managing the socia l life is considered valuable. 

88 



Running head: COMMUNITY BASED CORRETlON ..... . 

6.2 Social work Implications 

According to the findin gs small movie and play station houses located around the living 

area of children were found the major motivating facto rs for ch ildren to commit crimes. This 

shows that there is a need to intervene on regulation of these places. Lack of follow up from the 

parents was one of the challenges ofCBCCs. So, intervention on improving parental care and 

giving trainings on how to regulate the invo lveme nt of managillg hOllse maids, neighbors, and 

relatives and non-relat ives in the fami ly management is needed. This amount to intervent ion is 

needed on preventive ac tions and projects. 

The other implication fo r practice is med ia regulation, since ch ildren learned d ifferent 

offences and unwanted behaviors from television programs. Study findings a lso implicate that 

there is a need of intervention on broad sense of community deve lopment to inc ilide the wider 

segments ofsocicty like the youth, e lders, and involve childrcn in the practices of traditional 

SUppOlt system. 

Intervention on advancing the practice ofCBCC by involv ing multi stake ho lders not 

on ly at woreda leve l but also at regiona l level is another implication for intervention. The study 

found that there is no formal support in reintegration process of chi ldren. Therefore, in tervention 

on reintegration process by deploying profess ionals and budget through organized reentry 

programs. Government while conduct ing development induced development projects, should 

cons ider giving support to the children d isplaced on new places. 

Further intervention from the side of FSCE admini stration is needed. FSCE should 

facilitate the invo lvement of co mmunit y vo lunteers on commun ity based correciio n practices, 

should use feedback system in CBCC beneficiaries and workers with the goal of improvin g the 

practice, should use research- based (evidence based) too ls to determine the behavioral changes 
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and improvements of children at CBCCs and finally should use the traditional support systems 

by facilitating children to provide community services at 'idir' and 'mahber'. 

This study covered the existing practices at FSCE supported community based correct ion 

centers. Out of the findings the researcher identified the following points to be addressed by 

future researchers. Research on the effectiveness or cha llenges of reintegration on formerly 

cOITected children by involving wide number ofpanicipants from all the wo reda need to be 

conducted. There is also an implication to study the challenges from the side of multi stake 

holders to invo lve CBCC practices. The opportunities and challenges of nationa l and 

international laws, guidelines and principles regarding community based correct ion practices 

needed to be studied. 

Communit y based correction is not well deve loped in social work cducat ion. 'To enhance 

socia l workers in the pract ices, it should be incorporated in the curriculum so that the socia l wo rk 

educators can consider community based correction to train their students as an alternative to 

incarceration. It is important for the students to learn about CBC as palt of their knowledge 

building. Social work schools should send students fo r field education to the CBCCs, which help 

the students to develop interests of working on the vulnerable groups. 

The findings implicate that there is a need for advocacy concerning the diversion program 

that has to be done at top level by including the multi stake holders at large. The possible issues 

for advocacy are; to ensure that families require support services are identified and supported 

before their children are at risk, as a result of the ir failure to fulfill the needs, expa nding thc 

practice ofCBCC o·n every areas of Add is Ababa and regions of Ethiopia, to gain government 

attention on CBCC practices, since it is less costly than formal correction institutions. 
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Annexes 

Annex I 

Description of study participants 

The first table presents the brief description of the cases, w hich raise age, sex, birth place, 

educational level and living places, who are in the community correction center and who used to 

be in the center. Table one showed the summar ized description of cases of the study. Simi larly 

the desc ription of key in forma nts followed in tabl$' two, by using e lements that suits the 

se lection criterion and help to introduce the participants by age, sex , and educat iona l leve l, name 

of organ izatio n, position and work experience. Table three presented parents codes, age, sex, 

educational level, living place and relat ionship with the chi ld . 

Cases Age Sex Birth Place Educationa l Living riace 

Level 

Case one 15 Female Kazanch is SOh Kazanchis 

Case Two 13 Male Kazanc his-Menaheria 7" Kazanchis-M enaheri a 

Case Three 14 Male Kotebe 7" Kazanchis 
Case Four 13 Male Kazancis 6" Kazancis 

Case Five 15 Female Kazancis 7" Kazancis 
Case S ix 17 Male Kazancis 7'" Kaza ncis 
Case Seven 16 Female Kazanchis-'chercherlu' SOh Kazanchis- 'cherchert u' 

Case Eight 15 Male ' Kolfe-Chereka sefer ' 6'h winget -' traffic sefer' 

Case Nine 13 Male 'Gendeberet ' Oro miya 5" winget - 'traffic sefer' 

region 

Case Ten 15 Ma le 'Ko lfe' 9" Around Winget 

Case 16 Female Arround 'Atena Tera' S" 'Tra ffic Sefer' 

Eleven 

Case 12 Male winget -'traffic sefer ' 6'" winget - 'traffic sefer' 
Twelve 

Tab le I Bnef Descnpt lon of Cases of the study 
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Key Age Sex Educational Name of Position Work 
Informants Level Organization experience 

codes 

KII 27 Male Dip loma FSCE Community Twelve 

development years 

worker 

KI2 34 Male Diploma FSCE Conul1unity Five years 

development 

worker 

Kl3 27 Female Degree FSCE Socia l One year 
Worker and half 

year 
KI4 35 Male MA FSCE Project Above 

Coordinator Two years 

KI5 18 Male Student FSCE Volunteer One and 

half year 

Kl6 40 Female ----- ------ Multi sta lk ------- -

holder 

Table 2 Descript ion of key informant participants 

No. Participant's code Age Sex Education Living place Relation to the 
level child 

I Parent one 37 F None Addis Ababa Mother 

2 Parent two 43 F 5" Addis Ababa Mother 

3 Parent three 47 M None Addis Ababa Mothcr 

Table 3- descriptIon of parents ofchrluren '" CBCCS partlclpatcd 111111-deplh IntervIews 
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Annex 2 

Participant Information Sheet for Consent 

I . Study title 

Community Based COlTection Practice at Forum on Sustainable Child Empowerment : Addis 

Ababa. 

2. Background and aims of the study 

This study is conducted by Dehab Mustefa,.MSW student of soc ial Wo rk, Co mmunit y 

and Social Deve lopment concentration from Socia l Sc ience Co llege, Add is Ababa U ni versity 

(Tel : +25 1 9 12043070; e-ma il: dehmistefa@gmai l.com). 

This paper explored cOlllmunity based co rrectio n practice in Addis Ababa . Specifica lly, 

the researcher aimed to ident ify the reasons of children to enter CBCCs, exp lore the practice of 

CBCCs, cha llenges and opportunities of co mmunity based correction and identify co nullunit y 

assets and major actors suitable for the intervention on cOlllmun ity correction in Addis Ababa. 

The research is exploratory quali tat ive cross sect ional research conducted for both knowledge 

bui ld ing and pract ical intervent ion through interviews ( in-depth and key informant) and 

observat ion. 

3. Why have T been invited to take part? 

You are invited to take pat1 in this study because you are/were in co mmun ity based correction 

centers at Fonllll on Sustainable Child Empowerment (FSCE), or you work in FSCE, or soc ial 

work practi tioner, or and you arc the parent of children in co nflict w ith the law in FSCE 

suppo rted commun ity c·orrection centers. 

4. Do I have to take part? 
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You are not ob li gated to participate in this study. You are free to ask any questions about 

the study before deciding whether to participate or not. If you choose to pm1icipate, you may 

withdraw yourself and your data from the study w ithout precondition at any time, and without 

giving a reason, by advising the researcher of this decis ion. 

For beneficiaries of Forum on Sustainable Ch ild Empowerment (FSCE): Refusing or 

participating in this study or withdrawi ng at any point wi ll not affect your rela tionship wit h the 

organization . 

5. What will happen in the study? 

'Ifyou decide to take part in the study, the researcher faci li tates the interview you and 

audio record the interview. The interview wi ll take approx imately I hour. 

6. A re there any potential risks in taking part? 

The researcher hopes that the experience ortaking part in this study is enjoyable for you. 

There are no specific risks in this study, but looking back on your exper ience offami ly and 

community re lat ionsh ip could bring up memories that you might not want to share. You are not 

obligated to discuss any memories or incidents that you do not fee l comfortab le sharing . 

7. What happens to the research data provided? 

Iryou agree with partic ipate in this study, the data collected fi'om you r interview 

contribute towards the writ ing up ofa thesis on Community based Correction practices at Forum 

on Susta inable Child Empowerment. All participants are ab le to request a summary of the 

research findings by co ntacting the researcher ( if necessary). 

Al l interviews will be kept anonymous, both in the transcript/records of the research"and in the 

final written thesis. The researcher wi ll ask your permission to use d irect quotes in the thesis 
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when necessary, but you are not obligated to agree to this. The data will be stored electronica lly 

and on ly accessib le by the researcher (Dehab Mustefa). 

8. Will the research be publi shed? 

If you agree to participate in this project, the research will be wri tten up as a thesis. Once 

written, it w ill be depos ited both in print and online in the Addis Ababa University archives, to 

fac il itate its use in future. 

9. \Vho do I contact if T have a concern about the study or I wish to complain? 

[f you have a co ncern abo ut any aspect of this thesis project, please speak to the researcher (tel 

ETH : +25 1 92043070 or ema il- dehmiste ta@glllai l. colll or the advisor Dr. Cmdr Demelash 

Kassaye. 
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Annex 3 

Consent Form 

STUDY TITLE: Community Based Correction Practice at Forum on Sustainable Chi ld 

Empowerment: Addis Ababa 

RESEARCHER DETAILS: 

Dehab Mustefa 

Addis Ababa University schoo l of Social work 

CONTACT: 

Te l: +251 9 (2043070 

E-mail address:dehmistefa@gmai l. com 

l'URPOSE OF STUDY: To explore the practice of community correction in Addis Ababa. 

1. 1 have read (briefed orally) the study information sheet and had the opPol1unity to ask 

questions. 

2. 1 understand that my participation is voluntalY and that 1 am fi-ee to withdraw myself or my data 

at any time, without giving any reason, and without any adverse consequences. 

3. I understand who have access to personal data provided. 

4. T understand how personal data is stored and what happens to the data at (he end of the project. 

5. T understand how research written up and published. 

6. J understand how (0 raise concerns or make a complaint. 

7. J consent to being audio recorded. 

8. I understand that aud io recordings are used in research outputs. 

9. 1 consent to the use of direct quotes (lfneeded). 

10. 1 agree to take p311 in the study. 
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code of Participant: 

Signature: 

Name 0 f researcher 

Signature: 

Dehab Mustefa 
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Tnterview Guidel 

Annex 4 

In-Depth interview Guides 

This guide was used for children who are/were cOlTected in conul1unity based 

cOJTectional centers at FSCE. The interview guide is open-ended which gives a chance for 

participants to free ly express the ir op inion. Probing was used when the researcher fee ls that there 

is a need to furt her explanation. 

I. Tell me about yourself? 

~ Pariicipa nt code 

~ Sex 

~ Age 

~ Birth place 

~ Educationa l leve l 

~ Living place 

2. Te ll me about your fami ly? 

3. Te ll me about your living place? 

4. Te ll me about the si tuations before commu ni ty correction centers 

5. Tell me about co mmunity correction centers at FSCE? 

6. Te ll me about the situations afler community based correctional centers 

Fina ll y is there anything you want to add or say? 

Thank You! 
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Interview guide 2 

This interview gu ide was used to community development workers, project 

coordinators, volunteers, social workers and multi stalk holder. The interview guide was 

open-ended which gives a chance for participants to freely express their opinion. Probing was 

used whenever the researcher feel s that there is a need to further explanation. The inclusion 

criteria used were those who are currently work ing CBC at FSCE, those who are willing to 

part icipate and having two years or more work experie"ce at FSCE. 

1. Tell me about yourse lf? 

~ code of the participant 

~ age 

~ Sex 

~ Educational level 

~ Name of organization 

~ position 

~ work experience 

2. Tell me about the children in CBCC? 

3. Ca n you describe the process to the co mmunity correction centers (FSCE)? 

4. Tell me about community correction ce nters? 

5. Please tell me about community assets? 

6. Tell me about the practice after co mmunit y correct ion centers (FSCE) (re integrat ion 

process) 

7. Tell me about social workers and socia l work practices in CBCC? 

Finally anything you want to add or say? Thank you fo r the participation!! 
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Annex 5 

Observation Guide 

This observat ion guide helped the researcher to understand the physica l and emotional 

expression of the children in community based cOITection centres. 

~ What are the services provided? 

~ Chi ldren participation during the activi ties! how they spend time. 

~ What the faci li tat ion look like? 

~ Service delivery w ith respect to the children. 

~ CBCCs surroundi ngs, compound. 
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