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Key to the Transliteration System

I. The seven sounds of the Ethiopian alphabetsepresented as follows:

Ist N Ba
2" Bu
34, Bi
4" Ba
5" Be
6" n Be
7" n Bo

Il. Palatalized sounds are represented as follows:

it S
+ Ca
i Na
B J

Il Glottalized Sounds are represented as follows:

m ta
H® q
m Ca

lll. Germination sounds should always be indicdigdioubling:

myq Waddessa
1, ma Gammada

n&a Baddessa
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Abstract

The main aim of this thesis is to reconstruct theicseconomic and political history of Guuto
Gidda Warada from 1941-1991.The study covers the from the liberation of Ethiopia and the
restoration of Emperor Haila Selasie | to power 1941, the Darg period, in which the
inhabitants of the warada like the other countrgsigeoples of Oromia region observed
important socio-economic and political developmetitsbegins with historical study of the
warada by revealing different developments in tmeaduring the Italian occupation. The
restoration of the Imperial administration and theforms that took place by the Imperial
government in various fields, in relation to thenadistration and land related issues and
taxation system will be the main area of concerrédver, the study attempted to assess
changes and developments that the warada had dwoegh the military government. The Darg
was interested to consolidate its power by takiiifgient measures which had their own merits
and demerits on the political and socio-economiaditions for the inhabitants of Guuto
GiddaWarada. Besides this, the study has triedddress the socio-economic situation of the
Warada in which the area has not made much progress

In conducting this research, oral sources as wslhaitten materials were used. There are only
few archival materials that could support the stutlijus, the study as a result, depended largely
on oral sources which were gathered from the warstdating from December 2018 to February
2019. To write this thesis, efforts have been madeder to support the oral information with
written literature. Moreover, to avoid problemstime use of oral sources significant measures
have been taken, in selecting knowledgeable infotspaise of collected data, evaluating and
checking them with the existing literature wasrikeessary step that were carried out.
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Introduction

This thesis attempts to reconstruct a history otit@uGiddaWarada from the liberation of
Ethiopia up t01941, the Imperial regime and Miltgovernment up to 1991. The thesis consists
of four chapters.

The first chapter deals with the geographical sgtof the warada. This chapter tries to look at
the geographical features of timarada It also tries to assess socio-economic and paliti
situations of thevarada Conducting of these issues could enable us tacheainted withthe
territorial limit of thewarada

The second emphasizes on the historical backgradmch encompasses major historical sites,
in the warada. It briefly describesMootii Kumsa Moroda’s palace and its progress, Wallagga
Museum, Sorga Dam, Boonayya Moloo incident, pdaltiadministration, land reforms and

taxation which were visible in the study area frb®36 to 1974.

The thirdattempts to describe the main reformsiedrout after 1974. It also states different
plattorms of the military government, for instancknd reforms, peasant association,
cooperatives and villagization, resettlement, capson of militia and literacy campaigns, state
farm and its general consequencesthat were implechém thewarada

The lastfourth, chapter concentrates on the degmmipf the major issues of the socio-economic
developments in thevarada It tries to address the culture of marriage, e@ssaof artisans’ role
and positions of artisans, forms of labor coopeesti and problems of socio-economic

developmentand the nature of ethnic interactiothefinhabitants of thevarada.

Finally, an inclusive study of the history of GuuiddaWaradahas not been done. The works
by a few geographers, anthropologists, linguists l@storians reveal lack of comprehensiveness

in scope and updated.

Therefore, the aim of this study is to fill the yading gap by reconstructing the social,
economic and political history of thwarada Despite this fact, the work is far from being

complete. Particularly, the security problems 012 the area much hinder the successiveness

ix



of the research. But | Hope that it can motivateé provide hints for other historians who may be

interested to conduct further research onvtheada



CHAPTER ONE

Geographical Setting
Wallagga has gone through series of administragisgucturing. Between 1983 and 1997 E.C,

it was subdivided in to East Zone with its admi@igve capital Nagamtee and West Wallagga
Zone administered from Gimbi. Today, Wallagga ibdvided in to Eastern, Western, Horro-
Guduru and Qellam ZonésThe territorial limit inbetween The Angar River ihe North and
Waamaa in the South, Gibe in the East and the [RksHaa River in the West, was
formerlyunder Leeqaa Nagamtee AdministratinTraveler's accounts, historical and
anthropological works as well as traditions on \A@dla often indicate that, it is one of the
richest provinces in natural resources. Significamount of the nation’s valuable natural
products for export such as coffee, gold, ivoryndyg and musk have been obtained from
Wallagga’® A History of Guuto GiddaVaradais part of the history of Wallagga in general,ttha
of Leegaa Nagamtee, Maccaa Oromo in particular.ilWhe post Italian period, the
administrative name of the area was known ¥a Wallagga Nagamtee Awraja Astedadar

Wallagga and Nagamtee sub-provincéfowever, as Emperor Haile Sellassie returned from

;East Wallagga Administration Zone, Communicatiod puablic relation Office

Ibid

3Mohammed Hassarl;he Oromo of Ethiopia: A History (1570-186@ambrigde;Cambrigde University
Press:1990,p.76.,Etana Habte, “The AdministrabbriWallagga under theDarg (1974-1991)" M.A Thesis,
Department of Hisory, Addis Ababa University 2008;p Alemu Shuie, “Wallagga During the Italian
Occupation(1936-1941)”"M.A. Thesis, Department ldistory, Addis Ababa University 2002,p.1.,Lambdstrtels,
Studies of the [Oromo] in Wallagga, Journal of Afm Studies,Vol.8 Nos 1-2,1970 p.36., Nagaso Gidaze
Impact of Christianity inQellamAwrajaWestern Wallaggal886 to 1941 Senior EssayDepartment of
History,H.S.I.U; June,1971.p.1-2

“Tesema Ta'aThe Political Economy of Western Central Ethiopmom the Mid-18 to Early-2d
Centuries; PhD, Dissertation Department of History, Michigatat8 University.1986.p.200tto Harrasstowitz
GmbH and Co. KG.: Weibaden, 2006, p.65. AlbertocshaLegacy of Bitternes€thiopia and Fascist Italy1935-
1941, Asmara: The Redsea Presses Inc., 1997. p. 277

*Wagaw Haily* Ya shimagilewoch Afe-Tarik sibsib.” Be Bahil Minést Qirincaff Mesriyabet Nagamtee,
1997. p. 2; East Wallagga Administration Zof¥a qoyyee Sanad, “File N0.5929/4/1946
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exile in 1941, theprevious administration of Wafjagand Nagamtee sub-province was changed
into Ya Wallagga Teqilay GizgWallagga ProvinceJhe first Wallaggal'agilay GizatGovernor
was Dajjazmach Aserate Kasa, who was directly assigned from Shaws&Emperor Haile
Sellassie to rule Wallagga in 19%&ven if absolute date of its foundation is nodie known

due to lack of information, Guuto Gidifaradawas probably established in 1946.

Thewaradahad experienced changes and continuities regargingame.For instance, in 1975,
when theDargre-drew the new political map of Ethiopia in gehexad Nagamtedwraja in
particular, Guuto GiddaVarada merged with Wayyu Tuga and was named Guuto Wayu
warada. But latter on, after the downfall of thBarg regime, thewarada reinstated with its
original name Guuto Gidda. Then after, thename GWhaayyu was abandoned, Waayyuu
Tugaawas also restored in to its very name cent@résliutee Town since 1987In addition,
Nagamtee hadalso served as the capital town ofa@fl in general and that of Guuto Gidda
Waradain particular, until the middle of 1996. But in tsame year, Nagamtee Town became

self-governing from Guuto Gidda and begun to beddy acity Mayor.

Guuto GiddaWaradais located in the central part of Leeqaa Nagandtdministration. The
Waradais found in Oromia Regional State. It is one @ seventeewaradasin East Wallagga
Zone, found in the heartland of Leeqaa Nagamteeirastmative center, situated at about a

distance of 328 kilometers west of Addis Ababa.

®Shumat Adimasu, “Ya Nagamtee Katama Tarikawi Ansserena Ediget,” Wallagga Bahili ena Sport
Mamaria, Nagamtee, 1981 E.C.P.34

7 .

Ibid

8bid, p. 35..., Informants: Tagagn Daagaa and Begna Shiramu

°Informants: Maamoo Lammii and Dirribaa Moosisaa

YGuuto Giddawarada,Road and Transport Authority, Annual report 062MNagamtee, p.11
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The administrative center of th&aradais Nagamtee, the capital of Wallagga Province in
general and Leegaa Nagamtee in particular. It Wwascenter of th&adasystem for Leegaa
Oromo. Guuto Gidd&aradawas one of the earliest settlements of Leeqaa @ens, which
was already a distinguish&sladaa Center of socio-economic and political significarioe the

Leeqaa Oromo at its center Nagamtee Town whichrbedhe capital of the newly consolidated

polity.

The emergence of Nagamtee as the administrativercehthewarada,as a small town is said
to have been closely connected with the riseof garc@turally resourceful polity known as
Leeqaa Nagamtee, in the mid™l%entury, long before the expansion of the Shawan
hegemonyThe waradaencircles NagamteeTown in all directions. It shdreslers with other
waradas In the North, Gidda Ayana and Abe Dongoro, in 8mith, Leeqaa Horda or Dulacha,

in the East, Wayu Tuqgaarada,in the West, Sasiga and in the North-East, Sibe iSifound'?

"Tesema Ta'a, “The Urbanization Process in Wedihiopia: The Case of Nagamtee,” In Journal of
Ethiopian Studies,Vol.26.No.1
?Guuto Giddawvarada, Communication Office
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Figure 1: Map of Guuto Gidd&/arada,Source: ThavaradaCulture and Tourism Office,

Nagamtee

The warada was named after the two dominant Leegaa Oromo growpuuto and
GiddaAccording to the available local sources, Guamd Gidda groups have predominantly

occupied the north western and south eastern phtte waradarespectively’> The very name

BInformants: Mihirete ljigu, Galata Tesso and Amisamasgen



of the area is still controversial among differsaholars and elders. Some elders say it wascalled
NagamteeGadaaOotaa and others call it Hooboo. But due to lackwidence it needs further
investigation. But the most commonly agreed and/icming one is Nagamtee Gadaa Hoobbo,

because, Hooboo was the elder @imgafag and Cooraa was the juni@g@@xisuy).

Based on figures published by the Central Statisgency of Ethiopia in 2007, the territorial
extension of Guuto Gidd&/aradawas estimated to be 10, 5750 square kilometers. result, it

is one of the largesvaradasin East Wallagga Zon®. Out of this landmass about 48,999.5
hectares of land is under cultivation, 5068.4 hestés said to have been coverby forest, 444.7
hectares is covered by bush and shrubs, and 43,8@8tare is fertile land. But the land that
still under used is about 6,393.2 hectares whichais to have been bare land, while 2,564
hectares of land is the land which is reservedrfivastructures and the other remains 902,298.7

hectares are valleys, mountains and marshy afeas.

Thewaradais composed of 20 gabalesout of which 18 are mabhles while the rest are big
Nagamte town and small town of Ukke respectivelkkée is found 35 kms away from
Nagamtee in the nortH. According to the Administrative Office of thearada the rural
gabalesin Guuto Gidda are: Abdata, Arjo, Angar Magarsahlize Fayyisa, Fayyinerra, Gaddisa
Odaa, Gaarii, Nagaasa, Horro Alaltu, Jarso Told@ragnya, Kenaf, Loko, Lugo, Madda Jalala,

Mexi, Qajela, Qixxessa, Ukke town and Ukke rdfal.

Shumat Adimasu, .P. 4-8., Informants: Amsalu Tareasand Cherinet Waqwaya.

Central Statistical Authority, 2007 Census Resalt ®romia Region |: Part VI Statistical Report on
Population Size and Characteristics, Addis Ababag2p. 20.
1‘1(75uuto Gidda Agricultural Office, “Annual Report, ®E.C”, P. 2.
Ibid
BGuuto Giddawarada Adminisrtativ®ffice, Bulletin of 2003 E.C, (Nagamtee, 2003 Ej£3-5
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The waradais characterized by different features of landscapeh as plateau, lowlands with
mountains, plains and valleys. The elevation ofwlaeadaranges between 1350-2450 meters
above sea level.In Ethiopia, the most significaadtdr which causes differences in climatic
conditions is altitude. As a result, Guuto Giddaradahas three climatic zones. These are
Baddaa, (Daga)high altitude Badda daree, (Wayina dagdagmperate or moderate altitude and
Gammoojjii, (Qolla),lowland with hot climate. Each zone accounts 6%2 47% and 53% of
the total area of thavarada respectively’® The warada is, therefore, to a large extent
characterized by favorable climatic conditions toduce different kinds of crops and rear
different livestocks. Thevarada experienced an average temperature betweé@ ahd the
moderate is Z& while the mean temperature is°@6Depending on the existing data, the mean

annual rainfall ranges from 1400 to 1950ffm.

Traditionally, as in the case of most Oromo pedplehe other Oromia region,the Leeqaa
Nagamtee Oromo used to divide the months’ of ther yeto four major seasonal variations,

namelyArfaasaa Spring)Ganna Summer)Birraa,(Autumn),andBona (vinter) *

All these seasons are characterized by their urfepteresArfasais a season between April and
June. From the beginning of April to the end of Mg rainfall rises from 150 mm to over
200mm. The beginning of this season is heraldethéyprouting of a kind of tulip with the red

petals. Arfasa is the season when plough begins with the cleadghghe fields and the

¥Guuto Giddawaradg Environment, Forest and Climate Change AuthouBtylettin, Nagamte, 2003. P.
7-10

“Guuto GiddavaradaAgricultural Development Plan Bulletin, 2007 EfC 5

“Guuto GiddawaradaEnvironment Forest and Climate Change Authourityiggtin,Nagamtee2003.p.7-
13



preparation of seeds take paldtetere the popular poem and song with which thepleeof

Guuto GiddaWaradausedto praise and well coming the seaso\dhasaa;

Oromo Gloss
Arfaasaan didirrissee Arfaasaais approaching
Qotiyyoo garaaraasee The Oxen are worry of plowing,
Anis yoomin taa’eree | am also ready for plough,
Qal'oo kees garaan haaree | am eager to begin farming.
Arfasa Qotan malee Unless ones ploughing duriAgfaasaa,
Birraa Maalcagadatuu There will be no harvest durifgjrraa.
Qeerrummaan horan malee Unless one works hard at early age,
Niitii fuudhan maal nyaatud What will one eat when getting married?

When the rain is approaching and the sky is fullyered by cloud at the beginningAffaasaa,

the Oromo have a saying to prad@aaqaa(His Sky God):

Oromo Gloss
Yaa Waaqayyoo roobii Let Waaqaa give us rain
Abbaa Gumgumaa koo My Almighty God,
Qaxxaamura kottu Let you give us rain soon
Yaa Abbaa hundumaa koo The Father of all things.
Yaa Waagq HooWaaq
Lafa siif gabannee We kneeled down for you,
Lafa nuuf gabadHhii Let you rain for us

Gannais the period between June and September. Theallarahges from 300 and 360 mm.
People are busy to plough, sowing and weeding.dBlys are darker due to the heavy rains; it is
cold and the ground is muddy. Because of the flpthdsrivers run very high and the conditions
for travelling are difficul®

Birraa is the season between the months of Septembebaoember. The rainfall decreases

slowly from 150mm in October to 30mm at the endNolvember. The temperature is begun to

#|nformants: Dabala Tamasgen, Garoma Olani and Aalébaba.
BInformants: Galata Tesso, Misgana Fufa.
#|nformants:Qalbessa Dhufera and Ragassa Abetu
®Informants: Bagala Bagasha,Oljirra Ayansa
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rise. The fields are now filled with flowers fromhieh the bees take nectar for making honey.
Some crops are ready for harvesting. From Novemiverrds, it is easy to travel.

Bonais the dry season, which lasts from December tocMalt does not completely lack
rainfall.Informants claim that plants such@ebichaa(Vernonia amygdalina) an@/addeessa,
(Cordia abyssinicagrow flowers at this time and thebees make hombg. harvesting of crops
is last until the end of December. TBenais a time for trading, wedding ceremonies, Vvigjtin

relatives and shepherding, leading the cattle forils among the people of therada?’

The waradareceives relatively, higher annual rainfall congshivith other parts of the Zone.
Like most parts of East Wallagga Zone, lack of fillris not observed for crop production and
livestock rearing in thevarada.The climate and soil types of thearadahave made it favorable

for cultivating various crops and growing vegetasit®

As in the other areas of Oromia Region, ti@adais rich in water resources. Guuto Gidda
Waradahas seven main rivers, swamps, dams and many sirdam also believed that, the

waradais rich with abundant of underground water.

The major rivers of thevaradaare Angar, Gorra’a, Harre, Hobo, Loko, Muxxe andcké&lkwhile
Sorga and Waccu are the well known dams. Thesesrare the home of different wild animals

especially reptiles like snakes, pythons, fishescadiles, hippopotamus and othéts.

The Angar River is also serving as the physicalnany that set a limit between Guuto Gidda

Waradaand Gidda Ayana in the northern direction. It shatee largest percent of the above

2|bid;.p.5-7
#|bid,p.5
BGuuto Giddavarada,Environment,Forest and Climate Change AuthoritygéNatee
izGuuto Giddawarada WaterMineral and Energy Office
Ibid



mentioned rivers. The water bodies are serving geeple in and around thearada for

multidimensional purposes, such irrigation andifigt*

Above all, a big irrigation project that was consted in 1997 on Waccuu River is contributing
immense economic values not only in tix@ada,but also as a country level. The community of
the waradais leading the better life by producing differemds of vegetables and crops inall

seasons of the year without worrying about shortdgain?

Based on the information regarding religious &fibns, there are many different religions in the
warada According to 2007 population and housing cendegtestant, Orthodox, Islam,
Catholic and traditional beliefs are the most nwusrand the least based on number of
followers respectively. The followers of ProtestaDhristianity are the largest of all,with
amounted 47,746(44.7%),followed by Orthodox Chaisity which amounted 27,111(25.3%)
adherents of Islam constitute 13,135(12.2%),Cathd)b46(1.4%) and the Traditional beliefs

constitute about 550(0.55.

The main economic activity of the people in Guutidda Waradais agriculture; engaged in
crop cultivation and herding of domestic animalgade is also one of economic activities that
supplemented agriculture in thrada Besides agriculture, trade also plays a pivatid in the
history of the people of Guuto Giddsarada,particularly in the townd! Guuto Giddawarada
had been serving asa commercial center since drtoiggs at its center in Nagamtee town and
Ukke for merchants from different part of the regfo Tesema affirms that, thegrowth of trade

and commerce in Wallagga was attributed not onlthéoEthiopian primary commodity sellers,

*Guuto GiddaVvarada Irrigation Office

%2East Wallagga Zone Irrigation Office

33 CSA,1994,Partl Statistical report on populatiare@iagamtee 1999,p.333
%Guuto GiddawvaradaAgricultural Development Plan Bulletin, 2006 EfL 4

%East Wallagga Zone, Trade and Industrial Officeldir, 2007. E. C, P.3-5
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but also foreign merchant8. He also further remarked that in the mid 1930sg&intee was the
most important town, aplace of considerable comiakstgnificance. There were some seventy
foreigners in and around the town with twenty-thiraport-export agencies having head quarters
in Addis Ababa. Most of these businessmen wereahs]isome Greeks, Lebanese and some

missionaries!

The available literature confirms that, it was unskeong leaders suchdootii Kumsa Moroda

of Nagamtee and Jote Tulluu of Qellam that botlll@nd long Distance trade in Wallagga was
further enhanced.The rulers of Leegaa Nagamtee agted as mediators between the central
government and the chieftains of the rebellioustteres like Sibu and Bella-Shangul persuaded

the advance ofthe Shawan forces. In doing so, lielyalso put up claims on these territoffes.

Accordingto Triulzi, this had maintained the conity and complexity of center periphery
relationships. On the other hand, Leeqaa Naganaeefdcilitated payment of tribute on the
land, the increase of taxes levied and collectethfthe lucrative trade and customs duties on
different merchandize that passed through the rigaghiosts Kelag from outside the region.
Some sources also affirm that, these items sentth® central treasury included
gold,ivory,cotton,cloth,honey and even slaves.Thesee all sent from the Sibuu,Khojole’s and

Jotee’s lands mostly through the Leeqaa rulersaufashtee’”

Nowadays, urban settlers of Nagamtee and Ukke t@amn$arge scale traders. However, around

eighty-five percent of the people of tharadaare mainly dependent on agriculture.The main

%TesemaPolitical Economy..pp. 182-183.,Alemu Shuie,pp.26-27
¥|bid, Terefe W/Tsadiq, The Unification...p.84.,Alemu Shupp.26-27
#Etana Habte, p.6-5

*Fbid
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types of soils found in thevaradaare: Loam 42.8%, Sandy 23.09%, Clay loam 16.33fay C

8.08% and others respectivéfy.

Different kinds of fauna and flora which provideganic substances as well as particular
minerals have resulted in providing Guuto Gidfaradawith a type of soil that is endowed
with good texture. The combination of good soilhwébundant rain fall, moderate climate and
mild temperature has made the area very suitabladman settlement, animal husbandry and
cultivation. Therefore, the existence of favorablienatic condition and fertile soil of the area

have made the inhabitants to cultivate a varietipoél and cash crops.

The major types of crops produced in tharada are Maize (Zea may$ff (Eragrotis
teff),BoobeeBisingaa(Sorghum)Ancootee (Genus Coccina and SpedMyyssinica)yhichits
nutritional,economic,social and cultural values amdaNestern Oromo in general and Guuto
Gidda in particular will be discussed in the nextchapter; haricotbean, groundnut,
sesame@arbuybarley,(hordeumilaagujjaa,(eleusinecoracana),agada,Caxee,qinxisaglaim
(Andropogon sacharum) and others are producedeFmgdlet and wheat (Triticum sativum) are
the major cereals produced in the area. Pulses asicbhickpea, field pea and vegetables like
pepper, potato, tomato, carrot, cabbage, lettugencand beet root are also widely grown in the
waradaCoffee, sugar cane, hops; white Mango in Loogabale(Mangifera indica), fruitChat
(Catha edulis), lemon, peach, citron, papaya (@gapaya) and banana constitute the important

ones grown in thevarada*?

Guuto Giddawaradais also well known for its largescale investmenpangunity. The total land

suitable for investment is said to have estimated1878.7229 hectares. It has forty seven

ijOromia Agricultural Research Institute Nagamteel Besearch Center bulletin, Nagamtee,2005,p.10
Ibid,p.11
“?Guuto Giddawarada Agriculture and Rural Development Office,bullefi@i06.pp.3-7
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investors who have been investing on two big ptejedth their sub branches namely: First,
Crop production project based on both irrigatiom aain.Second, Agro-Industry: consists of

coffee Production, Animal Husbandry and pouftty.

Concerning domestic animals, tharadais rich in both Bovine; Cows, sheep (Ovine), goats
(Caprine), Equine; horses, mules, donkeys, Cani@ats, Dogs, Poultry and beehives
respectively Animal diseases have become a very serious clgallemthe inhabitants. Among
the commonly known diseases in the area are; BlgcKRinderpest (daseta), Anthrax (Abba
Sanga), Bovania pasteurellosis, Ovine most commonsheep. Ortecytheme, Epizootic
Lymphangists, the most common disease in EquineAdridan horse sickness are the most
commonly identified diseases challenging animalringain the warada. The external and
internal parasites and Coccidiosis also attack dtimanimals in the area. Various crops and
animal products from thearadaare used at home and the surplus products aftasuaaption in

the area are often brought to markéts.

The waradais also known for its honey production both in modand traditional ways. Arjo
gabalein the northern part is leading in beehives andpitsduction. The honey is produced
twice in the year and mostly undesidda dareerfoderate climabein thewaradaAccording to
informants wax moth, bigbittles, wildants, spyddramaa (Mellivorecapensis) different
chemicals like herbicides, pesticides applicatioe #he most challenging problems that

encounter the honey production in tharada® Guuto GiddaVaradais also home forwildlife.

“3East Wallagga Zone Investment Office Report, 2@%yto GiddaVaradalnvestment Office Bulletin, p.
1-4.

*Guuto Giddawarada,Livestock and Fishery Development Agency repo2@d9... , Informant Tashome
Erge.

“Ibid, Informants, Tolasaa Dibaabaa, Gammachuu Namand Galataa Waagjiraa
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The most commonly observed wild animals species tlre warada presented in
AfaarOromo,Amharic,Common name and by its scientific e@am respectively
areHamagMarballa,Ratel,(Mellivorecapensi€)eerramsa,Nabit.eopard,(Pantherpardugjald
iigessa,NisxibgAardvark,(DryceteropusafeBofa,EbahAdderSnake,(LmpropeltisgetuliB)oy
yee,AsaamaBushpig,(potamochoerusporci)rofa,BohorBushbuck,(T.Scriptusosonuu,Di
kkullaa Reedbuck(Rebuncafulvorfuladamsa, TilliquuHagazaBreaterKudu(T.Strepsiceros),
Hilleettii,Xinchal AbyssinianHare,(L.Habissinicudgldeessa,Zinjer@ommonBabon,papiocyno
cephlus),Jeedala,Qabaro, Fox,(AuisMesomelag)vee,Zend®ython,(Pythonseba&grkarro,
Kerkergwarthog(PhacochoerusafricandggalgQabargCommonJackal,(Canisauregraab
essa,JilSpottedhyena,(Crocutacrocu@iruphee,MidakoBushbuck (Traglaphusscripspach
a,Azq Crocodile(CrocodylusNiloticis),Osolee, Shikkokkol@ockyhyrax,(P.CapensiQamaleeXoox
aa Grivet, (C.Aethiops)Qurxumi, Asadish, (Salmotrutta)Roobii, Gumarg hippopotamus,
(Hippopotamusamphilibius)pardiia, Warabboo ,Agaze€ommonduiker, (Sylvicapragrimmia,
Weennii,Gurez&olobusmonkey,(Clobsguerezaabyssinic(ejdee,Jartporcupine,
(Hystrixgaleata)irinyii, Tirigni ,Civetcat, (ViveraCivettay,eeyyii. TekulaVolf,
(protelesCristatus), Carfd. Our informants witnessed that in the period befiifty years ago;
thewaradavas in habited by various species of big games liken, Buffalos and Tiger.

However, recently most of them were disappearedaldeforestation and illegal huntifig.

Informants also recall that many of these wild alispecies are on the verge of extinction due

to little attention given to them from both govemmh and the public.Informants also revealed

6 Guuto Gidda Warada Agriculture and Rural Development office, bulletiNagamtee.2007.p.8..,
Informant:Disaasaa, Oromia Forest and Wildlife Emtise Wallagga branch, East Wallagga District Nuafge
annual report.., Informants: Rattaa Tasfaayee arithBu Dhinsaa

*Informants;Guddataa Olaanii and Raggaasaa Waagjiraa
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that, clearance of forest, the home these animads faunting are also the major factors

responsible for the extermination of wild animaishewarada?®

Oromia Regional State in general and Guuto Gitdaradain particular is rich in natural

resources. Forestcoverage area in Guuto GW¥desada before the second half of twentieth
century was renowned with different types of plaams was home to a variety of wild animals.
Komto Wacha Tsige State Forest that got recognibgnthe state in 1976 is located at
Latitudinal and Longitudinal range of 9099°10, N, 36 3(*-36° 40°East respectively at about
12kms from Nagamtee Town. This forest priority a(ERA) was recognized as state forest in

1976 and demarcated in 1990 within the total af€aQy7 hectaré®

Its boundary partly extends to Sasiga and Guuto UMAfarada in Northeast and Northern
direction respectively. According to the data frovagamtee Weather Station in 1992, the
average temperature of the site isii1Avhile the average annual rainfall is 2158mm.The

Latitudinal range of the area is 1850-2900m atakmé Komto Mountain above Sea Level.

The Soil structure of the area is Loamy Clay teeduwith reddish broom color. From this forest
area, about 2,262 hectare is man-made and nabuest tovers only 980 hectare The major
species of indigenous trees in IMaradaare: Waddeessaa, Wanza(Cordiaabyssin@anaroo,
(AningeriaAdolficFeredericifbbayyii,QalawgMaesalanceolataAgamsa,Agan{iCarissaedulis)
,Baddeessaa,Dogim@&yzgiumsauveBirbirii, Ceekag(culpurneaaurea),Doddota, (Accaciagerrar

di),Eebicha,Girawwg)Vernoniaamygdalina/auriculifer&jersa,WayiragOleahochesster(har

48y
Ibid
9 Guuto Gidda Warada, Environment, Forest and Climate Change Authoritynumh report of
2012,Nagamtee,p.9-8
*bid
*0romia Agricultural Research Institute, NagamtekResearch
Centerbulletin,Nagamtee,2005,p.10..,East Wallaggasather Station,report,Nagamtee, 1992 E.C.
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bii/Laaftoo,Giraar,(AcaciaAbyssinica),Goraa,Qonxir,(AcaciaMelifertdpanquyEmbeliaSchim
peri)Harbuu,Shool&icusSpecies),Hoomii,Xigrncat(PigiumAfricanuinjginnii,Incinni,(Triumf
ettapilosa)Kombolcha(MytenusObscurad)eemman/Shimala,QarkahBgambossp/ArundoDona
x)Meexxii,Zambaabg®osquiaprobershli’eessag(prunusAfricanafQacamaaMyrsineafricana),
Qilxuu,Waarkag(GnophalocaroparanormoraasumaNaatoo,(Osyrisquadripartita), Sombo, (Ekb
ergiaCapensid)lumaayyii(EkebergiacapensitjigeessagpremnaschimperiXaaxessaa,lmbus
(Allophylusspp)PhogonugUrerahypselodendrom),Wanza(Cordiaafricérgleensuu,Kordiery
thrinabruci)Makkannisa,BesangCrotonmacrostachysGravilidlafurogAnfaaree,Mukarba@

bizagumiferaBirbirsa,(Podocurps fulcatus),and othéfs.

There are also tremendous types of exogenousttraeare imported and planted in tharada
such asMuka Bargama Bahirzaf (Eucalyptus tree) of different of its types, Tifasbania,
Gravilia and etc. Nowadays, these foreign treesgmtting popularity by the people of the
warada than that of natives’ ones. This was seems tohleectse because; it earns market
demand for timber, fire wood, construction materiahd other purposes at the expense of an
indigenous ones. To the reverse, theseabove-mendtidemands had accelerated the extinction

of indigenous trees and replacement of exogenoes imstead of the locals.

Indigenous trees lik®araro, Waddessa anButuji are also on the verge of extinction due to
their importance for construction and timber prddut Informants reveal that, illegal
settlement in thevaradaby peoples from outside the region brought deviagt@onsequence on
the natural environment. As the informants’ rematkese illegal settlers particularly came from

Amhara Regional State in 1989-1990 and settledimtirthern fertile lowlands of thvearadain

*2Guuto GiddaWarada Forest Authority report, Nagamtee, 2006.p.13-1vora Forest and Wildlife
Enterprise Wallagga branch, East Wallagga Dishiefjamtee annual report.

*3bid
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the gabaleslike Lookoo, Fayyisaa, Arjoo, Ukkee, and Luugoo aeéared all the forest for
agricultural land and became a bottleneck for rtenvironment conservation in tivarada.
Setting of fire deliberately to the forest becamdely observed behavior in thearada. This
would in turn affectthe ecological features of matienvironment of thevarada negatively>*
This event will broadly discuss in the next chapiére researcher expects immediate solution
from all concerned body including the community dagercome these problems that are

threatening the forest in the area.

Since there is a high population pressure on thestpthe rest and major part of the area is
highly exploited and now under encroachment. Tloeegfthe majority of the indigenous tree
species have been significantly reduced as a reduftequent cutting of forests for crop
cultivation, timber, wood for fuel for making chaat and for the building of houses fences and

other purpose®’

According to local informants, the expansion of Biagee Town in different directionsand
coffee production to some extent are also amongtubgested factor for the extraction of forests
in this Guuto GiddaVarada® The Angar valley settlement and expansion ofeSEatrms in the
northern part of Guuto Gidda has also tremendoysadginon the deforestation procds$ss
extensive clearing and burning of trees has ledseédous soil erosion and resulted in

environmental degradation, expansion of desertifinaand ultimately led to climatic chang¥s.

Due to the lack of statistical information, it igfidult to know the absolute number of the

warada’spopulation. However, based on the first natioregdydation census conducted in 1984,

*Ibid.., p. 6-7.., Informants; Namara Qajela, Babusttlimu and Dassale Duula
55(1hi
Ibid
*9bid
*’Guuto GiddavaradaForest Authority report,Nagamtee,2006.p.13-17
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the population of thevaradawas estimated to be 67,3070f which 32,751 wereeraatl 34,556
were female.From the total population of tharada 38,604 inhabit rural areas and 28,703 lived

in urban area®

In the second National Population Census condunté894,numerically the total population of
the waradahad increased to 159.113 of which 78,548 were raate 80, 565 female 111,222
populated in rural areas while the remaining 47i&d in urban area. According to the 2007
Population Census, thearadais total population was estimated to be 89,906 loictv 45,810

and 44,096 with different social, cultural, ethnlapguage and religious background and
affiliations. Based on figures published by the €arStatistical Agency of Ethiopia in 2007, the
territorial extension of Guuto Gidd@/aradawas estimated to be 97265.206 hectdras a

result, it is one of largestaradasin East Wallagga Zon®.

Similar to othewaradasin East Wallagga Administrative Zone, Guuto Gidglpoor in terms of
infrastructure provision and development. The mafrastructure problems of thearadaare
road, transportation, pure water supply, elecyricEven though, the foundation of Ethiopian
Road Authority (ERA) dated a long year in tharada,there are road problems. Except the road
that had been constructed by Italians during tbhegupation, connects the provincial capital,

Nagamtee to Addis Ababa, Nagamtee-Ghimbi, Naga@idda-Dichoo, Nagamtee—Diggaa-

*8Central Statistical Authority, 2007 Census Resalt ®romia Region, I: Part VI Statistical Report on
Population Size and Characteristics (Addis AbaBa5s}, p.21.
59 i
Ibid
®East Wallagga Zone Land use administration Offi@@=Annual report; Nagamtee,
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Sasiga and Nagamtee-Arjo-Bedellee-Jimma, the rentapart of thewaradahave problem of

road transportatiofi-

According to Richard Pankhurst,the primary motittes Italians to construct these roads was to
exploit the gold and platinum mines in Yubdo,lv@gtton,and coffee of Western Wallagga.
All roads are limited to the town. Only the roadtticonnects Addis Ababa to Nagamtee is more
or less well constructed. Other Most of the roaaisnecting differentjabalesof thewaradaare
used in the dry seasofis. The infrastructural level of development in therada will be

discussed in the next chapter.

Guuto GiddaWaradais gifted with both man-made and natural heritalijjes Mootii (king)
Kumsa Moroda’s Palace which was one the remarketgributions ofDajjazmachKumsa
Moroda as one of the major historical relics foumdsuuto GiddaNarada.The palace is found
in Guuto Giddawaradato the northern part of Nagamtee Town which wasattheinistrative
center of thevaradain a place called Makkannisa Qasee establishetiatt 4 882-1896* Its

historical development will be discussed in thecpealing chapter.

®1Oromia Regional State, East Wallagga Administratiene Finance and Economic Development
Department (Nagamtee, 2001E.C), p.17; informantsta@ow Gojor, Abdiisaa Kabbadaa, Tolera Bultiid an
Kitilaa Olgabaa.

®2Richard PankhrustRoad Building During the Italian Fascist Occupatiof Ethiopig1936-41),Africa
Quarterly,Vol.XV,No.,1965,pp.50-51;Geoffery C. LastGeography of Ethiopia for Senior Secondary St¢hoo
Addis Ababa, 1963, pp. 171-188

®Guuto GiddavaradaTransport Office, Guuto Gidd&aradaCommunication Office.

®Mulugan Walda Gabri'el, “SeenaBajjazmaach Kumsaa Morodaa (Gebreigizaber) (1854-1916),”
Qajeelcha Aadaa fi Beeksisa Godina Wallagga Bakathaana, 1991.p.77.
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CHAPTER TWO

Historical Background

The Major Historical Relics, Sites and Tourism Areain the Guuto Gidda Warada

Mootii Kumsa Moroda Palace and its Progress

Figure: 1 some parts dootii Kumsa Moroda Palace. Source: Wallagga Museum, Nisgam

After his fatherDajjazmachMoroda died in 1889DajjazmachKumsa went to Finfinnee or

Addis Ababa, to get the recognition from Emperomitek to replace his father. At his eighteen
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years old, Kumsa came to power as a hereditary nfld.eeqaa Nagamtee. Soon he was
christened and renamed Gabre-Egziaber was simgiyp@zed by Menilek to keep his father’s
territories until their official meeting. One yeafter the death of his father, Kumsa Morodaa
formally visited Menilek court. It was at this @rthat, he visited Menilek’s palace and was
inspired of it- At the beginning, the palace was the residend@ajiaizmachKumsa and heir
Dajjazmach Habte Mariam. But later on, it became the admmiaiste center of Leeqaa
Nagamtee. It was established in the northern partNagamtee town at a place called
Makkannisa Qasee, northern chamber of Nagamtee towthe road of present day Nagamtee
Bure Damof. Nagamtee is the remarkable administrative cesftére Guuto GiddaVarada at
least for two major reasons. First, for it's autti@ representation of highest stage of Oromo
architectural style; and secondly, for its sigrafice as a political, economic and social center for
nearly a century. Traditional Oromo houses have $tytes: a circular design with a canopy
known asMana Geengodground house) is often used for dwellings. The hoaterials for its
construction are from locally available indigendumsbers covered with a thatched roof usually
fastened by strong leather or rope. In contrastréctangular house often callbdgda Fardaa
(horseback shaped) is used for public gatheringgh Bypes of buildings are employed in
constructing Kumsa Mroda’s palace. This represémshighest level of the Oromo building

technology of the tim@.

Unlike the traditional Oromo house, which has thatt covering, the entire palace complex is
roofed with corrugated iron sheets, imported froran€e through Najjoo, Yaimiya land locked

port. The court house is situated near the maie ghthe palace complex. It was circular and

Mulugan Walda Gabri‘el, .p.77.
*Tesema Ta’'a, “Urbanization process in westeriopth:” p. 67

®East Wallagga Zone, Culture and Tourism Office &ifl, Nagamtee 2003, P.21. Informants: Garoma
Olani and Algu Hundara
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served as the high court of Leeqaa Nagamtee presider byMootii coming to the session
twice a week where civil cases were heard on Wethyssand criminal cases examined on
Fridays. The disputes that could not be resolvedhigyShaneg (local judges) or those who
thought to be too important and difficult to be tked by the lower courts were brought to the

Mootii for final adjudicatior.

The Wanbarochwas a room where a consultative body responsible farrtcprocedures,
disciplines, management and maintenance may baitedsy the ultimate judgment was made
by the Mootii. The court house had two chambers designated fomigeaivil criminal cases
separated by French windows. Elevated above theseareas were a record room and the
Mooti’s cabinets. ASiree(literarly a throne) was said to have been kephis special room from
which elevated position thdootii could see and been seen by the two chambers arspéech

heard clearly when pronouncing judgmant.

The central edifice of the complex known Bkna Fooqii (Starehouse), is a two stored
rectangular building which served as the residesfcklootii Kumsa Moroda. The first floor
consisted of a reception room, a dining hall and Mooti's bedroom. The administrative
structure which has ten chambers was used as sutyedributes in both kind and cash from
Abbaa Biyyaa®r Qoroos (local land lords of Leegaa Nagamtee) were kepe.h€dOne among
these chambers, called the ‘secret treasury’ KuMeroda was said to have kept the most
precious items such as gold, ivory and lion’s skin which Wallagga is known throughout

Ethiopia® Besides local or domestic expenditure, the Waghageasury paid a fixed tribute to

“Mulgan W/Gabriel, p.52-65..,Kebede Qajeelaa“Biotwapf DajjazmachHabtemariam Gebreigiziaber”
,Addis Ababa,April,1989,B.ASenior Essay.p.27

°East Wallagga Zone, Culture and Tourism Office &, Nagamtee 2003, P.21
6 .
Ibid.
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the central government in gold and ivory in rettonnon-interference in the internal affairs of
its territory. It seems that the various chambéth® basement were used to store these different

categories of valuable goods.

The construction of the palace was not accomplishetle brief period oDajjazmachKumsa
rather additional effort was made by his succed3ajjazmachHabte Mariam (1923-1936) who
further expanded and renewed to its final progréksrefore, the second floor a later addition
made by Hambis Kumsa (Christened as Habte-Maridma)son of Kumsa Moroda, who ruled
the whole of Wallagga. Standing on this floor, @@ enjoy sweeping views of the palace

ground and panoramic view of Nagamtee téwn.

To the East of Kumsa Moroda’s main residence, ther@ building whose design echoes the
traditional thatched roof round houses with a dacdayout and canopied walk away. In this
building, the rulers of Leeqgaa held talks with imtpat guests. While thiglootii held talks inside
the building, others would wait for their turn dretsplendid verandah surrounding the building,
which acted as an open air waiting room. This bgds connected to the main palace by long
corridors and a bridge which could be used to maweund the complex privately. In
constructing its frame and support, the architettve buildings used wooden beams. A tropical
black wood used as a central pillar was inserted i circular wooden ceiling locally known as
Gabatee(Altar). There is no trace of ornamentation oemipts to decorate the ceiling, but the
building is surrounded by beautiful columns, whilee remainder of the walk ways in the

complex has beautifully turned wooden lumberjack.

’Ibid, Mulugan, p.23
8bid. p. 23
°Bulletin,p.22-23
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Farther to the East of the meeting hall there wreluildings designed similarly with a circular
layout and canopied walkway. They were said to Hasen built for the two wives of Kumsa
Moroda who received their guests independentlyhairtprivate residences. Like the meeting
hall, both the pillar and the columns of these dings were also made up of the local black
wood. Besides these buildings, there are two mgctar kitchens one for preparing local and
other for foreign food differentiated by kitcherensils. Foreign visitors to the palace were
given this facility to prepare food for them if theo wished. Near the court house, there is a
rectangular banqueting hall built during the timé Hambis Kumsa, to which the local

population was regularly invited to annual fest/al

The Fate ofMootii Kumsa Moroda’s Palace during the Imperial, theDarg and the
Present EPDRDF Government

The palace used for different purposes at diffetiemés. For instance, it served as head quarters
of Wallagga governors throughout the imperial timése hereditary governors of Wallagga,
Mootii Kumsa Moroda and his son Hambis Kumsaa and hisdgoem Fikire-Hailesellassie
Hambis (Habte-Mariam) were successive governorsWillagga. Up on the death of
DajjazmachKumsa Moroda, in 1923, his son Hambis Kumsaa bedamdereditary governor
of Wallagga assuming his father’s title D&jjazmach He ruled not only the Leeqaa Nagamtee
proper, but also the entire region designated egptbvince of Wallagga constituting the four
Wallagga districts namely: Horroo-Guduruu, Nagamfego, Gimbii, Qeellam and Asosa until
the Italian invasion. Hambis Kumsa, a founder @& Yest Oromo State and died in mid 1936
with poisoned injection by ltaliars. At the age of 28 Hambis he was captured by thiait

occupying forces under suspicion of collaboratintpwhe Black Lion Resistance group and it is

bid,pp.22-23
"Bullein, p. 23.
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said that he died from poisoned injection by higtaes. After the Liberation from ltalians, the
rule of Bakare’s rule over Wallagga was restorethe son of Hambis, Fikire-Sellassie was

appointed governor general and given the titlBajjazmachof Wallagga'?

The fate of the palace after the fall of Emperoiléi8ellassie’s regime was tragic. It was simply
abandoned and neglected as useless historicalmehe provincial capital. Later th2arg used
the palace as headquarters of the regional Rehef Rehabilitation Commission (RRC).
Towards the fall of thd®arg, the former Palace became a military camp servintha central
Command Post for the Western division of the théhidpian army which was engaged in

increasingly desperate battles with advancing tRBEF and OLF forces.

Following the demise of thBarg, the Palace remained in use as a command post efdhktern
branch of the EPDRE In reality, when | was conducting the researaias told by the Federal
Police to distance myself from the Palace. Thecpolarned me as it is strictly forbidden to
approach let alone photographing the palace evardstance. Generally, the palace today itself
is serving as a military camp. | tried to informethoncerned body about the problem in the

palace but there was no response.

In 2002, thanks to the remarkable effort of thet&asWallagga Cultural and Tourism Office,
the palace regained recognition as an Oromo Cultuedatage. There was further national
recognition of its historic and cultural value tthi®pia, when the Authority for Research and
Conservation of Cultural Heritage, (ARCCH) embarkad the restoration of the Palace in

2003

bid,p23
Bbid,p.24
“1bid,p.24

24



The construction process was accomplished by aigendus skilled man power without any
form of support from foreigners. Above all, neargfmost all materials consumed for
construction except steel were local such as stwoed, sand, mud and noor@gypsum). Most

of the constructed houses were from stone and aatidyypsum from Dhidhessa Valley which
brought to Nagamtee by the slave labor was sergazha of the significant raw materials used
for this purpose.Qararoo, Waddessand Baddessavere among the trees used for this palace

construction owing to their strongest nature taslitate from termite$?

At its early stage of establishment, the roofshef houses in the palace were made up of the
grass and wood. However, later, it replaced bglst&ven the nail was also supplied by the
local Oromo smithd® When one looks at the palace, each and evemy foas its unique
rectangular shape that followed the Oromo trad#tidrouse style. Its doors and windows are tied
up with each others. Specially, for the sake afiggy purpose around the room calléd Seet
lIfigni one can be surprised by of trees planted in ravsamrounded the palace added additional
beauties to in and around the compound. It wooldb® an exaggeration but admiration that,
the style of its construction was really splendiiew compared to level of civilization and
technological advancement at that time. Abovelsllyisualizing symbols on the in and on the
wall of the palace one can think of the surprisivigdom of the architectures and an art of the

period?’

Today, all the houses in the compound of the padaedosing their original qualities. Some of

them have collapsed while some are on the verglisafpppearance due to their old age, man-

Mulugan, p. 78.
bid, p. 78.
Ybid,p.79
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made factors? Little attention was given for this historicalieheither from the government nor
the people of thevarada Therefore, the researcher calls for the rehahlidih of the palace in
order to preserve it for the coming generations.paélace had parted to different rooms within
itself. They are Yellfigni Askelkayi, Wambarochis@hafeTizaz,Yexoor Aleeqaa, Gasha, Jagree,

Azzashi, Bajirondi, Wax Assallafiwochi, Balderaglavarrangu'®

Ye wand llfigniwas one the houses in the palace whgagazmachKumsa andDajjazmach
Habtemariam used to welcome the strangers. Therhiggveals that, once upon a time at about
1905,Lij lyasuhad come to Nagamtee for work, stayed for a feys dia this room. In addition

to this sometime®ajjazmach Kumsa used to make a feast for his higher officsaish as war
leaders and priests and was a giving them mon#yismoom. Yeset ilfignilmana dubatrtij this
room was formerlyDajjazmachKumsas’s wives house. But latter on, it also becBayg@zmach

Habtemariam’s wives house.

Tax room(Galmagibirag; this house built by the order 8fajjazmachHabtemariam in 1926.
This room was also used for war leaders and praastiswas a place where tax payment was
carried out. This house served as a ware or stmrsehfor different fines and armaments such as

Lion product, gold, sword, shield, are placed’in.

Surrounding the above mentioned houseBa&jazmachKumsa Moroda’s palace, the big and
very strong wall was erected up. This wall wasthwith the palace around 1882 with different

gates. These gates are calkedirra GuddaaKaarra durag kaarra dhokannaaGenerally, this

B1bid,pp.79
®Mulugan W/Gabriel,p.52-65..,KebedeQajeelaa, Bigmna of DajjazmachHabtemariam Gebreigiziaber,
Addis Ababa,April,1989,Senior Essay.p.27

bid, p.82
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wall is similar to Jogol Wall in Har&r- The Palace complex presents a unique opportunity fo
its use of not only as a repository of local adita customs and oral histories but also shows the

context of Wallagga in general and Guuto Gitldaradain particular.

Even thoughMootii Kumsa Moroda’s Palace is one of the most splenditbifical relics not
only in Wallagga but also on the country level, atigntion was not given to save and preserve
it to the coming generation. Nowadays, it is gettoollapsed. It is serving as a military camp
even if it can generate the income for the counly,being the tourists’ attraction sites.
Therefore, the researcher calls concerned bodw&dye attention and save it from collapsing

historical relics in order to preserve for genenati

The burial palaces d&bbaGammachis (Onesmos Nasib) who translated the Bible Afaan

Oromo and Aster Gannoo evangelist, who helpedihithe process of translation and Dr. E.D.
Soderstrom, who put a corner stone for the estabbsit of later Nagamtee hospital. Their
tombs are also found in the compound of the Ethlwgtvangelical Church MekaneYesus

Central Synod in Nagamtee toy#n

Wallagga Museum
Wallagga Museumis one among the few splendid musdanithiopia, found in Guuto Gidda
Warada. The two developments and simultaneous occasioals farked the foundation of
Wallagga Museum which is located in the center ou® GiddaWarada, Nagamtee, in 04
gabalewas said to have been the big exhibition helddn0k atMasqgalsquare and the fortunate

visit of Comrade Chairman Mengistu Hailemariam afgdmteé>

Abid, p. 83
Znformant; Etafa Olani
ZInformants:Galata Tesso
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The exhibition was said have been prepared byrdifiteinstitutions like education sector, Health
sector, Wallagga State Farm, Poly Technique andagfg Zena Bahil or the group who which
established to show the peoples’ culture. On theagion, each and every sector showed their
values. Right after the exhibition was over; h#ge institutions excegena Bahilwent back to
their homes with their respective materials presegmin the exhibition. But, Zerdahil did on

the contrary, in that they left behind their matkdultures aMasgal Squareand went back to

their home<?

On the same day, Colonel Mengistu Hailamariam wehNagamtee, to supervise the work done.
Colonel Mengistu Hailemariam saw these valuabléohtsal and cultural relics left behind
without consideration on the field. Then, he askeguse Fanta, the then governor of Wallagga
province saying “What are these materials left over?” andghse replied “These are
Wallagga’s cultural relics presented and showedhanexhibition.” Then, Colonel Mangistu
with a feeling of anger and got astonished agakedsNuguse saying: “Why such these
historically and culturally valued materials aregly left behind on the field?” Consequently,
he ordered Nuguse Fanta to build the Museum argkpre such heritages of the people for the
coming generations. To this effect, Nuguse foundoltution by Kumara Galata, the then
administrator of Nagamtee town to his office andemtly ordered him to call all cadres from
among sixawrajas of Wallagga. Then, Kumara urgently accomplishexirhission. Soon after
that, the meeting was held in Nagamtee town on whagoing to be done about the

establishment of the future Wallagga Musetim.

*bid
ZIbid.
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Figure 3: Wallagga Museum, Source: the Museum

The meeting was concluded with decision such asldation of committees to accomplish the

mission to implement the construction of the musétim

Flur 4: Cornrtone of the Mseum.Sor: FnerMuseum

Bpid.
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Then, the budget allotted for this Museum buildias said to have been 380,0fi€r which is
expected to be generated from people of the whalé\&llaggaAwrajjas. Then, the corner
stone was erected in 1975 E.C. The task of artioglathe model and construction was
accomplished by the German Democratic Republic (j3DRder the guidance of the two

persons, Dr. Eshiya and Dr.Helm P4dlt.

The model of the Museum was capital letter “W” amden one looks it up which refers to
Wallagga and Capital letter “M” when it is turnedwh to refer the Museum i.e letter “W”
represents Wallagga whereas letter “M” represemiseum. Particularly, the museum truly
represents the two letters from its back. Its aoiesibn processes was completed in 1979 E.C.
Then, the committee dispatched to the Awrajjas of Wallagga to collect the material culture

and to preserve it in the newly established Wabagsluseunt®

Wallagga Museum has three big rooms with other sadtions. The first room is called the
exhibition room where occasions such as meetingural ceremonies ané&wwisoo (song

preparation) are held on, while the second andhitd rooms are where the Oromo material
cultures are preserved. It has also sub-sectiba$hoto laboratory room, the office of Museum

administrators, store or ware house and visiton0b

The task of renewing the Museum was conducted tmest since its establishment. First, in
1996 East Wallagga Zone Culture and Tourism Offamk the responsibility and renewed it.
Second, in 2007, it was renewed again by the fubthimed from the UNESCO. Frankly

speaking; Wallagga Museum found in the navel pathe waradais the home of Wallagga

“bid
“bid
ZIbid
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material cultures and historical relics. Therefahe researcher calls for further work to be done

to make it more attractive for tourism.

Duug Duungule cave, situated in Fayingabaleabout nine kilometers away from Nagamtee
town, the capital of the Zone in general and wWaadain particular in the western direction.
This Cave was said to have been serving as a slisdtethe people of the area used in the time
of war. Fakkaree Cave is also found in Qixxeegslale on about six kilometers away from
Nagamtee town. It was said that, the people ofitiea used it as a shelter to defend themselves

during the Italian war of conque¥t.

Soorgaa Dam

It is located in the West of Nagamtee town at &l7e8 kilometers.

Figure 5: Soorgaa Dam.Source: from Field Trip

*Guuto GiddaWarada Culture and Tourism Office Bulletin Nagamtee,2@06-13..,East Wallaggaa
Culture and Tourism Office bulletin Nagamtee, 2@085.
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It was built by the Ethiopian Evangelical ChurchMékaneYesus Central Synod Development
Wing, in collaboration with the Lutheran World Fealion from 1988-1989 E.&. The Church

is well known for its remarkable contribution prdirig the social services like health, education,
irrigation, emergency relief, environmental protect bridge, road rehabilitations, food
production and pure water supply for the peoplarid around Nagamtee townAt first, the
area was simply aswamp one with its water log. nTlige project carried out by digging of that
swamp. All the work and labor was provided from theople of thewarada based on the
agreement on food for work in kind which is provigiwheat and oil for the workers instead of
the money in cash, since the people of the ar¢haatperiod were said to have suffered from

food shortagé®

As informants reveal, the major stated goals of firoject to undertake the dam construction
were; above all aimed at reducing poverty, sugglgquate and pure water resources both for
drinking and irrigation,develop fishery,create cenent environment, bee keeping and for
tourist attractiord? To make its environment more convenient and ittr varieties of both
indigenous and exogenous trees were planted sulirgirihe dam which also added to its
beauty. One small boat was also bought and givehet@ublic service on the dafiBut, now

the boat is not giving service due to its old ags.the construction process was over, the project
was handed over to Guuto GiddéaradaAdministration in order run its function. Thearada

organized job seekers in the form of CooperatiVieb<J. Today, Soorgaa Dam is serving the

#nformant: Dabala Qana’aa, the Coordinator of thej@t, The Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane

Yesus Csezntral Synod Office, Nagamtee District, étidl, p, 15-20.
Ibid.

¥ Informant: Dabalaa Qana'aa, a Coordinator, The dpiah Evangelical Church MekaneYesus
Development and Social Services Commission, Ce@yabd Nagamtee branch Office, Annual Report 0f7200
p.12-15.

*Ibid

*lbid
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people in and around Nagamtee for different occessach as wedding, recreational, graduation
ceremonies, both church and cultural songs preparatea due to its colorful natural beauties.
However, the people of thgaradaare blaming as the government’s stand and follpvefuthe

dam is very low and leads to scale down of the &fam.

Ukkee dam is also among other man-made dams wdha&da It is also calledatagDam. It is
found in the rural area of Ukkee town at about 86nketers away from Nagamtee. It was
constructed during th®arg in service of the state farms. This Swamp Dam iwiisg for
irrigation, tourist attraction and recreation pwses. However, nowadays, it is not giving service
as much as disered. Daaloo Mountain is found i Agbale,at about twenty four kilometers
away from Nagamtee town. This mountain is full leé warieties of wild animals and plants. Its

picturesque setting made it very attractite.

Fincaa’aa Allaattii and Fakkaree fountains are d&sod in the Guuto Gidd&Varada,in the
Qixxeessajabale,at about six kilometers from Nagamtee town, thgitahof thewarada. This
Allaattii Fountain is very attractive to visit. Theatural holes of the fountain serve as the home
of bee and made them possible to produce honell seasons of the yedt. The presence of

natural forest around the fountain added to theitesof it and made more attractiie.

Thewarada s also rich in two abundant types’ of mineral reses: stone and sand. These two
kinds of minerals are available almost everywharthewaradaand the using for construction

purposes’ Generally, the strategic and historical locatwfnGuuto GiddaWarada and its

*Ibid

¥"Guuto GiddaWarada Culture and Tourism Office Bulletin Nagamtee,2005-p3..,East Wallaggaa
Culture and Tourism Office bulletin Nagamtee, 2@0®.5

*bid

*Ibid

““Guuto GiddavaradaWater Mineral and Energy Office
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conformability for agricultural activities madeatcenter of prosperous area with abundant grain
and livestock production surrounding Nagamtee maat all directions. It is found at a cross
country high way roads from Addis Ababa to the wiestuding the Benishangul Gumuz
National, from Jimma to south west, and from Nacgeio Bure-Bahir Dar in the northern
direction. This suitable location of thvearadamade it the best selective and nucleus for any
economic and investment activities all among thgesteenwaradas in East Wallagga

Administrative Zoné"!

Peoples of theNarada
Much has been said about the Oromo population memewf the 18 century. Therefore, the
main objective of the paper understudy would notdearrate that history going back. But
since ideally recognizing history and the knowledfehe past will help us to understand, the
present and enable us to suggest possible trerds fmture. It would be important to assess the
past to know what kinds of change and continutti@ge occurred among the Oromo in general

and Guuto Gidda in particular.

There is unanimity among scholars that the admatige region of Wallagga was settled by
Macca Oromo. It was stated that when the Oromtedeh Wallagga, it was not an entirely an
empty land i.e. land without man. This was doneeraftonsiderable displacements and
assimilation. The history reveals that, the redias also been inhabited by various Nilo-Saharan

and Omotic groups Such as the Agadi, Masango, Kdaa, Shuluk, Gabato and othéfs.

“IGuuto Giddavarada Administration Office, 2008 Annual Report, p.2
“’Negaso Gidada History of Sayyoo Oromo of South Western Walldghéopia from about1730-1886,
P. 20
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As it was affirmed, before the arrival of the MacGaomo, these minority groups sparsely
populated as pre-Oromo peoples@mom-duri*® Guuto Giddawaradais inhabited by various
groups of Macca Oromo, mainly the Five Leeqaas. él@r, there are controversial ideas among
the scholars on the concept of five Leegaa. Acogrdo Guuto Gidda Culture and Tourism
office, the five leeqaa are: Guuto, Gidda, Wayyaldto, Meta, and Burayytf. Samue’l Mamo
and Boshi Gonfa list the five Leegaa as: Leeqaadélmr Leeqaa Sibuu, Leeqgaa Nagamtee,

Leegaa Dullacha and Leeqgaa BillGo.

TesemaTa’a remarks the five Leegaa as follows: daefyaayyuu, Leegaa Dullachaa, Leeqaa
Billoo, Leeqaa Giddaa and Leeqaa SiBiuwhereas the third group with different ideas are
East Wallagga Zone Culture and Tourism office. Bmgm the five Leeqaa are Waayyuu,
Boonayyaa, Laaloo, Baataa and Baabbéiowever, they all assert that, Waayyu is the stldé

all. Therefore, the researcher seeks further resda settle such ambiguity among the scholars
on the issue. The genealogy of Leegaa group éedras follows; starting from Macca, Dalle,
Obo, Leegaa, Sibu, Limmu and Guuto. According ltters and existing literature, the very
name of the area was Nagamtee Gadaa Hbhake Oromo groups living in the other part of
Oromia regional State, the Oromo of Leeqaa Nagammagkebeen ruled by different system of
governance. In the course of time, the Leeqaa Orerperienced different form of Socio-
economic and political sufferings as well.Consedlyethe ups and downs that the people of the

waradahad encountered in every aspect of life will besidered in the next chapter

“Ibid.p.5

*Guuto Giddavarada Culture and Tourism Office, Bulletin, p.14-17

*>Samu’elMamoo,“The Administration of Arjo,South East Wallaggaa,1882-1936)"M.A Thesis,
A.A.U:1998,P.2..,Boshi Gonfa, “Sakatta’a Hiddaihat Oromo, Godina Wallagga Bahaa,” p.17

““TesemaTa’a,“The Administration of Leeqaa NaqgarfrGasmior Essay, H.S.| University,1976.p.15

“’East Wallagga Zone Tourism and Culture Office, infants: Galata Tesso and Abdisa Cawaqa

“8Informants: Galata Teso, Abdisa Cawaqa, and Caeriwaqwaya
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Even though, it would be difficult to get the exdigure of ethnic composition, thearadais
inhabited by five ethnic groupslowever, based on the available source of 1999, @fort, the
Oromo largest and dominant of all numerically caansts more than 84.3% (89,909) ofthe total
population of Guuto Gidd&Varadais followed by the Amhara which accounts for 5.57%

(5,889), the Tigre 0.5%(608) and the rest GurageSite are sharing the remaining 9.7%.

The Tigre and the Amhara were mostly placed byttleseent scheme, state farm and job
seekers. The Amhara settlers particularly were gattave been settled there at different times
for different reason. The coming of the Amharaleedtin the area that was motivated by several
factors is traced back to nineteenth century. Thesit contact with the Oromo of Wallagga was

said to have been started in the time of the G@jadvent in the 1880s.

According to written sources, it was in fact thejj@mes, who extended their influence and
power to the south-western Ethiopia before Mendekkmy undeRasGobana visited the region.
The Gojjame had better claims to wallagga, for tveye the first to arrive in the territory and to
start collecting tribute. According to d’AbbadiedaE.Cerulli, Guduru was a province dependent

on Gojjame and Jimma was in a better conflict 4718

Tesema states that, the Gojjame involvement inpiblgical life of northern Wallagga was
undoubtedly, some years before the battle of Himmball882 and was earlier than the Shawan
encroachment in to any part of WallaggaThe second event that marked the contact between

the Oromo of Wallagga and the Amhara was duringShawvan Amhara conquest of the region.

“9CSA,1994,Partl Statistical report on populatiore§Magamtee 1999),p .334

°A.d’Abbadie, Vol., 1041 and 1042.E.Cerulli,"ThelRa.iterature of the [Oromo] of Southern Abysinia”
in Harvard African Studies XIllI, 1(January1975),®-73).Alemu Shuie, P. 6-9

*Tesema Ta'a, “The Oromo of Wallagga”...p.111;F. N.NOQTesema quoting Massaja(1885-1886) attest
that, there had been close trade relations betWalagga and Gojjam in general and between thed4Guduru
Oromo and the Gojjame in particular through the eis®bo-Basso route., A.TriulzNagamtee and Addis
Ababa:Dillemas of provincial Rule,” in Donham D.awflJames (eds).The Southern Marches of Imperiabpit
Essays in History and SocialAnthropology,Cambrj$€86,pp.1-2.,Alemu Shuie,p.6-9.
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Harold Marcus points out that, in 1881 Yohannesabex alarmed at Menilek’s increasing
success in the south and attempted to balancedugrg power by appointing Takle-Haimanot
as king of Gojjam and Kaffa. On his way to takerowis new kingdom Takle Haimanot passed
though and laid claim to some Shawan territryin the ensuing battle which came up to be
known as the Battle of Himbaboo, June 6, 1882, Mé&ils forces badly beat the Gojjame army
and took Takle-Haimanot prisoner. Marcus also corffithat in the agreement which was made
between Menilek and Yohannes the latter agreede® Takle-Haimanot Moroda,although
remembered to have had submittedR@as Darasu of Gojjam in the early 1880s, his neutral
position in dispute between the two forces had won recognition as a sole ruler of his
territory and was given the title dajazmachby Menilek®* The third historical event that
Amhara came to Wallagga in genera and Guuto GWdasadain particular was government
resettlement schemes arranged for its own politoasumption accelerated by Famine of 1977.

They were originally come from Wallo. The majoritiythem are Orthodox Christians.

The other ethnic group inhabited Guuto Gi#fdaradaare the Gurage and the Silte. It is difficult
to when they come in to tivearadadue to lack of information. Their main economitiaty is

trade and mostly limited to urban centre. They lawth followers of Orthodox Christians and
Islam. These different ethnic groups have their awattural practices and socio-economic
formations, despite their long period of intensotdtural and socio-economic interactions. We

shall see their nature of interaction in the néretpter.

*?Harold G.MarcusMenilek Il,Leadership in Eastern Africa’s Six Pmiél BiographiesNorman R.Bennet,
Ed., Boston University Press, in his Miscellaned986,p.173.Alemu Shuie, “Wallagga During the ltalia
Occupation (1936-1941)", p.7

*bid,p.173

**Triulzi, p.23
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The presence of Nilo-Saharan and other Omotic esopbuld not be the case in area due to

lack of information that gives clues about thettleenent in thevaradaduring the period.

The Italian Period (1936-1941)

The 1936 Boonayyaa Moloo Incident and its Aftermathn GuutoGidda

Warada

The importance of history is undeniable. Nevertsgldack of sources, well established facts,
interests and lack of encouragements hinder writergork on historical events and sites. There
are many historical places in Ethiopia from nodlsbuth and east to west. But much attention
was given to the northern part, as if there waamopatriot grown in the region and there are no
historical sites. In the history of Ethiopian histgraphy, south and south western regions are
usually undermined and overlooked by many histarianthe past. The reasonfor this may stem
from such factors as at first, the regions were pat of this to days Ethiopia in the early

political administration and led their own lives amcient time. Thus, this is why they do not

have written history. They do not keep their writttlocuments of their past achievemeénts.

Many historians could not write on these regiongheesy had been ensured and disapproved
wrongly since they are blamed and convicted foy tied committed distortion of one’s history.
Some scholars in the past do not have any intezastite on the regions and even if they write
some writings most of them are distorted full cdid@s that they are either focusing only on the
weak points of regions or they are entirely bagimgmselves on prejudices than touching the

good and factual pasts of the region. Foreign vaitbemselves used to come to Ethiopia in

*Tesema Ta’a, “The Oromo of Wallagga,” p.12
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ancient times referring to the writing of the nemhers and their respective informants to write
the whole Ethiopian histor}?. Therefore, owing to the above mentioned reasoasy historical
places, events and reputations has been forgaitéar & the region including th@aradaunder

study®’

Italy launched its invasion of Ethiopia on Octol#rl1935 so as to build a large extent of
Colonial Territories in East Africa and to avendai&pians for their victory against the invading
ltalians at the Battle of Adawa in 188%6.Wallagga was one of the provinces where a strong
resistance struggle against the Italian colonik took place? Bakkee Boonayyaa Moloo is one
of the historical places where significant evergktplace in 1936. Bakkee Boonayyaa incident
was the activity of the few cadets historically das an amazing than other deeds in the rest of
the country during the fascist Italian conqu@®akkee Boonayyaa Moloo is stretched plane
lowland located at about 20 kilometers to the seash direction from Nagamtee Town on the

border of Guuto Gidda and Waayyuu TiWyaradas.

It is a small open plow landof peasant village, @meld with abundant water source. It is
surrounded by two river basins Hadhessa to theagmbGibe to the south west. In addition this

historical place is the cross-road for long diseatrade route post to Arjo and Addis Ababa.

The informants told me that the governor of AfggsDemisew Nasisbu and his army took the

restat Bakkee Bonayya when they had journed frono Ao Addis Ababa and vice-versa.

*Tesema,p.13
*Informants: Badhasa Namara and Cherinet Waqwaya
*8Taklsadiq Makurya,Yaltyopiya Tarik: Ka Ate Tewodros Eska Qadamawi Haile Selagse| ed., Addis
Ababa: Qedus Giyorgis Printing Press, 1951E.C, .25
*9Alemu Shuie, “Wallagga During the Italian Occtipat p.32
®Amsalu Tamasgen, “The Italian Occupation and Resg®in and around Nagamtee.”
p.12
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Therefore, it is this open plain field which isa&gic and agriculturally prosperous village that

attracted the attention of the Italian air planediag over ther&®

Historical sources collaborate that, the preserideeenca Gurraachaa, Tikur AnbasgBlack
Lion), in Wallagga gave a sense of peace and dgdorithe people in the Nagamtee before its
occupation. The Black Lion Organization was ledUyutenants Colonel Belay Haileab, Kifle
Nasibu and Katama Basha. The President of the @ag#on was a veterinary surgeon, Dr.
YalemworkBeyene, an Eritrean by origin. The BlackrL army constituted at about three
hundred to three hundred fifty well armed and difighting soldiers of which fifty were said

to have been Eritreans, who defected from thedznitrside and moved west wéfd.

Oral sources verify that some of the native memloérgv/allagga, who were members of the
Black Lion Organization were; Lieutnant Matyas Gaaala,Colonel Abdisa Aaga, captain Bahru
Kaba,Yohannis Gebreyesus, soldier Yadata Badhasi&y Balew and the civilian intellectuals
like Lij Yilma Dheressa, who had been the Black Lion armynmester®® Dajjazmach
Habtemariam welcomed the Holota Military academyadgiates when they arrived at
BakkeeBoonayyaa on the half of his agent rR@warari Meresha Gurree on 11 May 1936
which later org anized th&iqur Anbessa Toat Nagamtee. The Organization came to be known
as Black Lion Organization that founded by studesitsHolota Military Academy.Tesema
remarks the paid salary of Black Lion army in antih was three to fifty Maria Theresa Thaler

by Dajazmachaccording to the rank of the patriots. In additiblgbtemariam supplied them

®nformants: Badhaasaa Namarraa and Abdiisaa Cqaava
®2Alemu Shuie,p.23-26
®bid
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with provision after they reached on an agreemieait they would establish a united opposition

force to fight against the Italian invadéfs.

When the cadets reached Nagamtee after three tohlmurs from Boonayyaad)ajazmach
Habtemariam is said to have invited them by prepagreat feast at his palace. This indicates
that he himself was determined to defend his tegritunder any circumstance against the
invaders. He provided the cadets with three largems in the government school as
accommodation. When Graziani heard the movemerth@fBlack Lion army to Nagamtee,
without informing Rome, he sent three air Planedléagamtee on 26, June, 1936 with thirteen
Italian officers with three hundred Maria There3$aler to organize a local army and to occupy

south western Ethiopf&.

After they entered in to Nagamtee, the Black Liosgamization prepared itself for any plan of
action and prohibited its members to seek exile argkd them to prefer death than to be
captured by the enen’§. Hearing the Italian Air Plane passing to Bonayke, Black Lion army

is said to have been connected with the telephoeeahd asked the permission fr@rajazmach
for attack. ButDajazmachHabtemariam said to have refused, fearing therlittasequences of
an action. Nevertheless, the Black Lion moved ghinio Boonayyad'The reconnaissance
realized that the Italians were on sleeping. Thia,Black Lion Commander, Colonel Belay

Haileab ordered his forces to break in to air ptaaed captured the enemy alive. The Italian

®TesemaTa’a “The Bonayyaa Incident and the Italiamcupation of Nagamtee”, ithiopian Studies
Vol.l. International ConferenggTokyo, 1997)..pp.274-275;Ya Qadamawi Haile &ie Tor Temert bet Tarik
Addis Ababa,1950,p.62

®Tesema, p. 276.

®Bahru Zewde A History of Modern Ethiopia, 1855-1991, Secondti&d,London, Athens, Addis Ababa,
pp. 25-26

¥Informants: Dagafa Mokonnon and Fikiru Keno
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began to fire and there was hand-to-hand combahdrexchange of fire, eleven Italians were

killed and three air planes were burnt down to%sh.

Figure5: This is one of the three ruins of theidtalplanes attacked at Boonayyaa Moloo

reserved in to Wallagga Museum

®8nformants:Figadu Biru and Aaga Itana
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In consequence, members of the Black Lion orgéioizaaptured many arms and ammunitions.
Alberto Augustine was afterward found wounded vggear by the villagers in the maize field
and later died. The first Italians arrived in Wglia, Nagamtee the town of the province in
general and the administrative center of Guuto &idd1936. According to J.A. Barker, all but
one of Italian airmen including General Magliacec@nd in command of the Regia Auronautica

ltalian East Africa had made a forced landing agjatee®’

Then after, Guuto Gidd@&/aradathe heart land of Leeqaa Kingdoms, served as afbashe

Black Lion Organization was stiffly resisted thaliin advance into the whole Wallagga

%9).A.Barker,The Civilizing MissionNew York, 1968,p p.303-304, Alemu Shuie, “Wallagguring the
Italian Occupation ,” .pp.32.
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province and became the bone of contenflofhe Boonayyaa incident in which a remarkable

heroic achievement was recorded in history of Ftisidook place in this§varada.

As soon as th&@ikur Anbassdorces launched an attack on the ltalians Jul$986 and burn
down the planes and massacred all the Italian Reetdncluding General Magliaco except
Musse Borello and a private soldier Augustino. Borevho was said to have replaced Padre
Gargeto had earlier been working as a Catholic ibissy at Komto, north east of Nagamtee.
He had lived in Nagamtee for fifteen years beftwe Italian occupation. Oral as well as written
remark that, he had been passing on substant@ation to the enemy about the population,
resources and the balance of forces in Walldgg&orello was said to have survived the
massacre, because he had left the plane to cdrtacrari Mossa Jijo after the three Planes
landed at Bonayya. However the private soldiersswesunded by the peasants taken to Mossa
house and died two days later. In the mean time,pidiriots went to Mossa’s house to get

Borello, but they only got the soldier and broulistbody with thend?

The other Ethiopians in the planes weig Dereje Mekonnen an@GrazmachAbate who had
earlier left the Plane for their mission. Dereje 8on ofBitwadid Mekonnen Demissew of Arjo
had agitated the people to submit following thenepke of the son of their lorf. In the mean

time, Musse Borello, the chief agent of the Itadian Nagamtee sent a message to Italians in

®Authonony Mockler Haile Sellassie’s Wa®xford,1984.,p.182...,Alemu Shuie, “Wallagga Duririge
Italian Occupation” ..pp.32.

""Amsalu Tamasgen,pp.18-21.., Alemu Shuie,pp.32-33

?Alemu, p. 34.

*Tadassa MechdjkurAnbassa..p 18-21,Amsalu,pp.18-21,ManyazewalAsefa,“Resistdan Begemeder,
Gojjam and the WallaggaSenior Essay, A.A.U., History Department, 9703@p33.Alemu Shuie,p.100
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Add is Ababa. The following days, thirteen Italiaared thirty-three soldiers led by L. Colonel E.

Merone landed in Nagamtee by pldfie.

Moreover, the Italian forces had done all they dawl put down the resistance movement by
intimidation and extermination of their members &wmbership in Nagamtee. Bahru remaks, the
Italians faced the most serious intellectuals’ ggifpon in the occupation of the country from the
Black Lion Army. He also indicates that the Bladoh members were significant in history of
resistance probably more for what they set outctiese than for what they actually ditiThe
attack of the Black Lion force on the Italian atragya and killing of those selected few Italian
generals curtailed the Italian westward advancehamipered Mussolini’s a boastful propaganda

that Italians had controlled the whole Ethioffia.

The very presence of the Black Lion patriots i@ tegion, the burning of the Italian planes and
the killing of the eleven crew men including Gernéviaglico, second in chief command of the
ltalian air force in Ethiopia was a remarkable liesxhievement’ After their attack on Italians,

the Black Lion Army returned to their former base Nagamtee. The ltalians air force
bombarded the camp for eight days to retaliatehbatnothing damage. Whatever the Black Lion
did as the great victory, Italians re-organizedrtii@ce entered in to Nagamtee. At this time
Habtemariam decided two things: Either seekinggefuin to the Sudan or joining the main

combatants in the forest. But the council of eldkdsnot agree to his plan of departure.

"Ibid,p.21

Bahru Zewde, “The Ethiopian Intelligentia and ttaid-Ethiopian War, 1935-1941.”International Journa
of African Studies\ol.26, N0.2.1993.p.281

®Alberto Sabacci, “Ethiopia under Musoloni Colontkperience” London, 1985, pp.167-168; Tesema,
pp. 263-276

"Ibid,p.32-33
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NeverthelessDajjazmachHabte Mariam did not subscribe to the Black Lioatsack on the
Italians. When they told him, their firm decisioo lunch the attack, however, he ordered

Fitawarar isAbbose Desso and Mersha Retta to administer anseffiiquietly left for Gimbi’®

Head of the Swedish Mission Hospital Dr.Sodestrbm, family and staff all fled Nagamtee,
whenDajjazmachHabte Mariam left for Gimbi, through Kurmuk to tBeidan and went back to
their country.DajjazmachHabte Mariam had attempted to leave for the Suddive in exile

after arriving at Gimbi. But thBalabatsof Nagamtee and Gimbi Persuaded he not to go ib& ex

and suggested that he should submit to the Italiestead’®

EventhoughDajjazmachHabtemariam did not exile by the advice of the @iluof elders but
the Italians had decided to eliminate him and theited for an opportune time. When

Habtemariam returned from Gimbi, soon he submitbetie Italian<®

Then the ltalians urgently sent Habtemariam toftinee ofRagmiru found at Cangee in Gimbi
for fighting. This was the tactical plan to elimiaaHabtemariam in hidden secret. Finally, the
Italian ordered Habtemariam to ch&&asimiru’s army which was found at Gore to the lagieT
Italians and Habtemariam began the journey to ¢liehs When they arrived at Gera in Jimma, it
was the lunch time. The Italian invit&hjjazmachfor lunch. After he took the lunch with them
they invited him to smoke a cigarate. After a whhe began seriously coughing. The cough
become so intensive then the Italians ordered iforéturn to Nagamte®. After he arrived at
Nagamtee, the Italians used to treat him by givimpgction but Habtemariam died soon. It was

very clear that, the main reason behind the delibbr planned death obajjazmach

8lbid,p.100
bid

8Mulugan, p. 27.
ibid
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Habtemariam deeply rooted in the Italian resentndeetto the causalities they faced at Bakkee

Bonayya Incident?

Informants insist thaDajjazmachHabte Mariam had never collaborated with Italialhsvas
ratherFitwarari Mossa Jijo who is said to have collaborated wignthand spread information
that Dajjach Habte Marim went to Gimbi to oppose the ltaliarvamte® Tradition further
indicates that, Mossa spread the rumor in ordéake the position obajjach Habte Marim and
return the power to house of the Bararti Ammo sitheedays of Bakare®. Historical sources
corroborate that the presence of ikurAnbassan Wallagga gave peace and security to the

people in Nagamtee before its occupafion.

Alemu asserts that the Italian adoption of Hadabat system, as a symbol of imperial power
shows a fundamental policy of continuity in respgecthe previoutNegusgovernment, where as
parallel governmentGada: Oromo socio-political system) existed in Wallagdhis was an
indication of lack of Italian conception of locablgical circumstances. Mean while it is
important highlight that during the time of conquyéke Oromo in Wallagga were already under
going the socio-economic change in the Ethiopianpign The Abyssinians, followed their
traditional policy, had repalaced the pre-existgicture of the Gada Oromo government with
the balabat system® According to oral informants, the Italians oc@gpiLeeqaaNagamtee in
1937. The lItalian Invasion of Ethiopia on Octoberl835 resulted in the occupation of Addis

Ababa on 5 May 1936.The occupation of Addis Abahba, flight of the Emperor, the Italian

#pid

8Informants:Abdisa Cawaqga and Bagala Dhuguma
8Alemu Shuie, pp.32.

®lbid, pp.34

®bid, pp. 34
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advances westwards, the lack of war supporRfasimiru and the presence of the Black Lions,

who arrived in Nagamtee on 11 May 1936, hadOmijfach Habtemariam in dilemm¥.

The sudden attack of the patriots on the Ital@trBakkee Bonayyaaa, 27kms east of Nagamtee
had created a strong fear of revenge and loss mbhuife and property, resulting in tAeku

rAnbassaevacuation from its base Nagamtee to RasImiru forces at Goré&®

Generally, Wallagga in general and Guuto Gitdiradain particular have to be remembered as
historical centers where blacks achieved a victorgr the whites and foreign invaders even if

short lived and whatever the consequences.

Guuto GiddaWarada during the Imperial Period, (19411974)

Administration

Much has been written by number of scholars abdwt $ocio-economic and political

developments during the imperial regime. Therefenege the phenomenon was nearly similar
throughout the country, no more repetition is thaug be important. As a result, my intention is
to concentrate mainly onthe Administrative re-agements, the attempts of land tenure reform

andtax system.

87Ya gqadamawi Haile Sellassi®r Tmhirt Bet Tarikl950 E.C.P.62; Tadassa Mechig&ur Anbassa..pp
21,” Amsalu Tamasgen.pp.32.., Kebede Qajela,. pltBOrmants: Abdisa Cawaqa, Tamasgen Hora

8 Angelo Del Boco,The Ethiopian War 1936-41,Universiof Chicago press,1969,.p.214,Tadassa
MechaTikur Anbassa..p 18-21,Amsalu, pp.18-21,Manyazewal Asefa, “ Biasice in Begemeder, Gojjam and the
Wallagga”,,pp.32-33,AlemuShuie,.pp.33Lambret Bart&btudies of the [Oromo] in Wallagga™:JES,8.1%f0148-
155.,Tesema Ta’'a,“Administration of Leegaa NekenBetween 1850-1923,",pp.3-7.., “The Oromo of
Wallagga,.PP.36-46
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The year 1941 in the Ethiopian History was markegdthe major event that brought about
several changes. Firstly, it was the time when dptlai achieved her independence from the
Fascist Italian rule. Secondly, the power of Empdfaila Selassie | restored with its new
fashion of administration. This came up with theival of centralization attempts to the country.
To this end, the Emperor introduced a series ofedscand proclamations starting from 1942

and worked hard to re-arrange the administratinesires’’

As part of the centralization attempt, the impegalernment was interested to establish similar
local administration system throughout the countiy.this effect, the efforts had been made to
implement successive policies that aimed to cam&rahdministration in the country and

consolidate the absolute power of Emperor Haila&i™

In 1942, the imperial government issued a decresctiing the empire into a new administrative
system. According to this proclamation, the countas divided into fourteeifaqalay Gezat
(governorate—generals), one hundred and tlaemjjas (provinces), five hundred and five
Waradas (districts) and nine hundred and forty nimdeketel Waradas(sub-districts)®
Administrative units were mostly established onliasis of their historical background. Various
minor chiefs in all parts of the empire were appsminto be governors of their respective
regions>? The awrajas under Wallaggaragalay Gizat,(Provincial Government) composed of

six, namely: Arjo, Nagamtee, Horro-Guduru, Gin@®gllam and Asosa.

8Markakis and Nega Ayel&lass and Revolution in Ethiopi&lottingham: The Russel Press, 1978, p.44.
90| i
Ibid, p. 44
“IMengistu Geremew, “A History of Wamba¥sarada, 1941-1991”,M.A Thesis, Department of History,
Addis Ababa University,2016,p.26.Baqala Galata,s#ssa Awrajja: People and Local Government,” (BASS,
Department of Political Science, Addis Ababa Unsityt 1981, p.13.
*Ibid, pp.6
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Theawrajashad forty ninevaradas

Figure: 7 Wallagga Map during Imperial Regime. $euWallagga Museum.

Leegaa NagamteAwraja composed of ninevarada. Guuto GiddaWaradawas one of the

waradawith its capital at Nagamtee towh.

Land Reform
Following the Italian evacuation, Emperor Hailel&s&sie pursued the land granting policy and at
the same made an attempt to solve land tenuregmsblITo this effect, in 1941, Emperor issued
a proclamation in which he openly outlawed tjadbar system. He proclaimed that, “...manual

labor, firewood, grass contribution for annual tedays and miscellaneous dues and taxes are

%Informants: Abdisa Cawaga, Miheret ljigu and Amsahmasgen
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abolished.®® This, however, seems to have made to minimizebtitden on small scale owner
cultivators @abbar§ who were subjected to give both tribute and p®abkoservices to
government officials. Government officials wereli® paid monthly salaries by the state. It is
apparent that it had brought no change on thedifdandless peasants (tenants) who had

remained to be exploited by their landlords uti# temise of their government in 1974.

It has been the usual trend to overlook the lasdpeEsasants whose livelihood was tied to land
that Hailesellassie’s land granting policy restedtlbose politically important individuals and
groups. The policy of granting land was not basedhe® economic development, but political
orientation. “Priority will be given to those wh@ve served the government for a considerable

time in the battle or in other ways”

Land Tenure is one of the fundamental elemenpmiitical, economic and social processes and
structures. It is highly interrelated with thesempmnents and cannot be understood as an
isolated and separate constituent. The Ethiopidiiqad economy of land tenure has showed
some dynamic changes since the dawn of tHB @htury in the context of international
relations?’” Following the ltalian evacuation, Emperor HailellSssie pursued the old land
yielding rule. Simultaneously, the imperial govesmh made an attempt to solve land tenure
related problems, such as landessnes. Howeverdbe of landless peasants whose their
livelihood was tied to land was overlooked, sincalél Sellassie’s land granting policy rested

only on those politically important individuals argtoups. The policy was not based on

%Gebre-Wold-Ingida Work, “Ethiopia’s Traditional $gs of Land Tenure and Taxation” Ethiopian
Observer,vol.5.4.1962,p.325.,Bijiga Gerba, “Landndre and Taxation System in GimbAwaraja Western
Wallagga,1941-1974,” M.AThesis, History Departmaat),March,2012,p.24

*|bid
*Ibid.p.326
"Ibid
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economic status, but political orientation. “Prigrwill be given to those who have served the
government for a considerable time in battle athim other ways® The emperor unduly tended
to give due emphasis to them because, they haddehe government either prior to the

invasion or throughout the occupation period.

Therefore, Haile Sellssie’s land granting policydidated much attention to the privileged
sections of the society, not only for the commeihela@lervices they had contributed but it also
considered security in the post liberation admiatgin. Like Emperor Menilek, the restored
emperor had to re-activate the old fashioned larahting policy to keep the alliance and
faithfulness of the military forces and governmeifficials at various levels of government
offices stretched hierarchically so8i. No one can resist this policy, since the empsrpower
was absoluté® To this effect, land granting policy successiv@émial orders were passed. July,
1942 and 1994 were the early imperial orders. Oateduly, 1942 granted soldiers who were
participated in liberation struggle ogashaof land. In July 1944, Imperial order entitled the
pre-war soldiers and civil servants to free holdook gashaof land. This order was later
amended several times to include and grant arme@dp Air Force, police and civil servants

land as a reward for their services and loyéity.

Generally, the period after liberation, Guuto Gidlaradaexperienced such grants of land in a
similar manner as it was elsewhere in the soutpeominces. Our informants recall that there

were large numbers of soldiers who involved inrgien struggle and benefited from imperial

%Gebre-Wold-Ingida Worgq, p. 326

%Informants:Guduree Jawwii and Qana’a Galata

19%0hn W. Harbenson “State and Social Transformatioklodern Ethiopia.”Marina Ottaway (Ed).The
political Economy of Ethiopia.New York: preager Rsiher, 1990, p.37

Eshetu Chole, “Taxation in Ethiopia: Analysis ofu8tures, policy and performances.” M.sc Thesis
Department of Econmics , University of lllions, B)6p.23

192Michael Stahl,Ethiopia: Political Contradictions in AgriculturaDevelopmentStockholm: Uppsala
University, 1974, p. 63; John Michael Cohen and Dgeintraub, Land and peasants in Imperial Ethiopize
Social Background to a RevolutiofAssen: Van Gorcum, 1975), p.60
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order because of participating in the Ethio-ltallfar. Local informants also confirmed that
such soldiers were granted ogashaeach of government land accordindfyHowever, our
informants noted that the 1942, imperial order ffiggwnot only the soldiers who participated in
the war of liberation, but also even the individualho presented false evidences without actual
involvement in the war. As it was remarked by infants, those peoples were criminals who
chased from their original homeland due to thdimnpral acts such as stealing, robbing and other
forms of crime. Soon the imperial regime advocated form of land granting policy, they
presented the false evidence as if they were patfib This act indicates, serious were made
attempt to get the land by presenting false cedtié is attributed to the prevalence of corruption
practices at that time. Therefore, the governmamtid in Guuto Gidda were given to soldiers as
maderiaand which was granted to civil servants, highoodfs and like for their service and

political loyalty 1%

Even if the restored government made an attemphpoove the life of the landless peasants in
November 3, 1952, promised the landless peasaudtsia@mployed Ethiopians hajfashaof

land. Particularly, landless tenants who livecaagovernment land were promised to be entitled
to the land they worked and lead a better life.t€ow to this, informants recall that it was rather

non-farming individuals who enjoyed that the pramis of the 1952 ordéf?

It is a worthwhile to note here that the applicatiprocess for land was very hard and
unthinkable for landless peasants of the Guuto &\Waradato get halfgashaof land. The
system of government associated with land requgsprocedure at different levels of

government offices was prohibitive. The processsasd to have commenced ailvarada

1%3nformants:Daraje Likasa and Getachew Bagala
Y nformants:Qana’a Yadata and Kaffale Dhinsa
105);

Ibid
18pid.
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administrative level. Any applicants for land hadappeal to thevaradaofficials for certificate
which shows that the individuals were really lasdleand unemployed. In this case, the
applicant was able to convince thwarada officials about his present position of landlessne
and being jobless they certified him that he waalifjed to apply for land. Then after, the lower
office began to communicate the case to the uppatasof the hierarchy tied up to the Ministry
of Interior. It was from this process of land régiion department section of the Ministry that,
an approval letter who would be sent through a @raghannel down to thearadaoffice from
where an order would passed down to @ahbaa qorooof the area where land was said to be
available. The result, however, was in vdih.Generally, the hope of landless from the newly

introduced land reform to grant peasants was nesen materialized.

Taxation after 1941
Immediately after liberation, following the restbom of the imperial regime in 1942, the
Ethiopian government introduced new taxation decme@rder to enforce peasants to pay tax in
cash instead of kind. Thus, the amount of tax paided depending on the size and fertility of
land possessed by peasants. Accordingly, Landtegeoazed into threetami, lami xafi and

xafi.Lamiare fertile landlami xafiis moderate whilgafiis less fertile.

The owner oflami land is expected to pay ninétyr, lami xafi is used to pay sixtiirr, while,
andxafi land is used to pay fortyirr. Its main objectives were to increase governmergneg.
The government gave due attention on the tasktoddocing administrative reforms that could
enable it to fulfill the stated economic objecti/®. Thus, from 1941 onwards, in many parts of

the country, the administrative changes were puot éffect. Thus, as resemblance to other parts

197Stah| Ethiopia pp. 64-65.
1%GebruTareke, “Rural Protest in Ethiopia: Study dirde rebellions,” PhD Dissertation, Syracuse
University, 1977, p.275;
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of the country Guuto GiddaNarada had experienced administrative structural changes.
Regarding taxation and financial administrativetsysof theWarada the representatives of the
Central government and local governors had no powegenerate and utilize their own

budget'®®

All local administrative bodies were used as inttra of income collection from the common
people and to send it to the central governmentvicelversa'® Thewaradatreasurer, whose
office was established in Guuto Gidda, Nagamteentavas responsible in motivating ways and
mechanisms for the punctual collection of taxegpBring balance sheet for the income and
expenditure of thevaradawas also its duty** The warada administrators were responsible to
collect the pre-determined amount of tax from thesipective areds? Standard of land tax that

was proclaimed by the imperial government in 13t2atly affected the local peogfé.

Tribute in Guuto GiddaVaradawas mostly collected in cash which to benefit ogernment
bodies!** The amount of tax alters from time to time basadhe size of thejoroo governed
land and according to the accessibility of goodiguaf soil in the ared™® Beside the tax that is
official paid to the government, the peasants &soed to pay additional taxes by the name of
Irbofor the balabats Asrat, gabara faradafor military, wheat for the priestsiigarit (for the
church,amorawhich its purposes was not yet clearly known asbeta the first fresh product

of any crop is brought in tbalabatsand other bodieS? The local people were exploited and

19ghiferaw Bekele (ed.)An Economic History of Modern Ethiopia:The Imperiata, 1941-1974 1
(Dakar: CODESRIA, Antony Rowe Ltd, 1995), p.109.

1193.C.D. Lawrance,and Taxation in Ethiopia (Addis Ababa, 19@41.

"Ynformants:Abdisa Cawaqga and Gobana Mosisa
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M4nformants:Magarsa Oljira and Ragasa Olani
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H9nformants:Marga Gobana and Birre Dhinsa
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harassed. Finally, they failed to pay suchlargewarhof tax imposed on them and got distressed
and missed where to go to get relief from taxabardens.The so-callefbbaa BiyyaagQoro)
were the sole administrator whom can decide onittheof peasants. For example, the peasant

who lives orbalabat’dand calledSisowere exemptedfrom tax particularly that of chutth.

In spite of several attempts of reforms made od latated issues, taxes during Emperor Haile
Sillassie, the life of peasants remained unchangkd.local people were deteriorated in every
aspect of life. Land was monopolized by few induals while the mass became tenants. They

were forced to pay more than what they had proddoedo lack of fairness on tax.

Generally, the cumulative grievances, above afidlessness added the fuel with heavy taxation

thatearnedthe government mass distress which letts tdinal demise by 1974 revolution.

"pid
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CHAPTER THREE

Reforms of Darg

Guuto Gidda Warada during the Darg (1974-1991)

Land Reform

Land is the primary means of generating incomenfiost of the peasants in rural areas and a
valuable resource for those who are engage inwgral activities. As an important resource, it
contributes to investment, wealth accumulation iahéritance for generatiorisThe feudal land
tenure system was practiced in Ethiopia until tB@4LRevolution. The old regime land tenure
that only few individuals hold the land was sooarmted by the land reform proclamation issued
in 1975. Accordingly, the first and central goalsata start the process of land distribution and

the organization of peasants in to associatfons.

The land reform policy of 1975 was one of thwst important measures that was followed
by the campaign of land re-distribution which opeérthe venue for landless tenants to get
access to land. These changes had direct impattalishing the feudal-tenant relationship and
gave an opportunity to have access to agricultlaatl and even other renewable natural

resources. The 1975 land reform was based ondiarsbf the “land to tiller” by the studerits.

'Tsehay Berhana Sellassie, “Development in Land ®eimrHararge Province (1887-1935),” (June 18,
1975), P.56, Mengistu, p.47

“Siegford Pausewang, p.105; Marina Ottawalhe Ethiopian Land RefornFrom Political Change to
Economic Development,”In Proceedings of the Eigitérdnational Conference of Ethiopian Studies, 1§yy11989),
p. 389.Mengistu, p.47

3Allan Hoban, “Social Anthropology and Developmemarihing a Case Study in Ethiopia Land Reform
Policy,” The Journal of Modern African Studies,4X,1972, pp.561-82
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In fact, it won popular support of Guuto Gidddarada In thewarada land was under the
possession dbalabats Despite this, the land reform which was issuedh®/Darg began to
dispossess thealabatland in thewarada® By the 1975 proclamation; tfizarg announced that,
all rural land had to be the collective propertytloé Ethiopian people. In addition to this, the
proclamation notes that, all privately owned rdeasdd was to be distributed to the people who

were willing to cultivate their holding&abiyyee}raditional land owning or personafly.

Concerning the proclamation, a large number of |[geapere in fact doubtful about the
implementation of the newly introduced land refoffiney thought that the proclamation may
not achieve its goals and would remain ideal. Hmxethe government was not worried to put
into practice the statement issued by land refdifiectvely. Finally, the government attempted
to achieve the proclamation through the campaigthefstudents in which they were able to,
educate peasants, organizing peasant associatiohsoasolidating political awareness to re-
distribute land in Guuto Gidda.The military government attempted to bring changegarding
land in which the state effectively eradicated titaglitional institutions ofestandgult and was

engaged in the activity to distribute the land thyio peasant associatiohs.

The 1975 land decree made all rural land the dbleqroperty of the Ethiopian people. The

main features of this proclamation, which was &dit'public ownership of rural land", were:

* Informants: Kumsa Gabul, Amanu Marara, TagagneuGus

°Proclamation  No. 31 of 1975, “A Proclamation tmWde for Public Ownership of Rural Lands,”
Nagarit Gazata34/26 April, 1975, p. 94

®Informants: Gamachiftu Mashasha,Misgana Fufa aaa@a Olani

"Warriner, D, “A Report on Land Reform in Ethiopi@aper Prepared for the United Nations Economic
Commission for Africa, Addis Ababa, 1970, p. 52
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the abolition of individual ownership of land, eddienancy and introduced rural organizations

such as peasant associatidns.

Peasant Associations

The formation of peasant Associations was one ®fntiost significant typical features of land
reform. After the revolution, the case of peasamtsthiopia in general and that of Guuto Gidda
Waradain particular was given due attention by the autlesr of the new regime. As a result,

the state started to form peasant organizationsrymehsant associations all over the couhtry.

Based on the decree issued to implement the resi@ageon of rural areas about seventy peasant
associations (PAs) were established in Guuto Gildeadaand majority of the peasants were
registered to be members of their respectjabale peasant associations. In most cases, the
dividing line among each peasant association wagrgehic features such as valleys, rivers,
trees on plain lands and mountatfisEventhough, the 1975 land reform proclamatiorceored

the formation of peasant associations, it was proation No. 71 of 1975 that provided a legal
recognition for their institution which was strenghed throughout the counttyHere, the
major goal of the introduction of peasant assamegtibyDarg was to monopolize the rural area

of the country??

Based on this proclamation, the most important adirative bodies of the PAs were; the

General Assembly, the Defense Committee and theufive Committee. Among all these

8Proclamation No. 31 of 1975, “A Proclamation to Rde for Public Ownership of Rural Lands,”
Nagarit GazataB4/26, April, 1975, pp. 93-100

°Siegfried Pausewang, pp. 87-93.

YGuuto GiddaWarada Communication Office, Bulletin,2007.p.11-13;informs:Jije Gobana,Galata
Abdata and Kitila Dhibbisa

"proclamation No. 71 of 1975, “A Proclamation to Wde for the Organization and Consolidation of
Peasant Association,”"Nagarit Gazata, 35/15, DecemiB&5, pp. 108-109.

12 Bahru ZewdeA History of Modern Ethiopia855-1991, .., p.243
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organs, the General Assembly was the main decisihing body of the PAY. In Guuto Gidda
Waradg peasant associations were organizedadtale level. They were important and well
organized societal institutions in the area untieiys Accordingly, most of the peasants of the
warada were interested to be involved in the assogiatin their respective areas at the
beginning of thédarg regime. Despite this, at the same time there wersons who were not

attracted by peasant associations and even digfileedttempts of the government at latge.

It generally appreciated that, the main objectifehe new government was obliterating the
system of feudalism which eventually endangeredesofithe beneficiary groups of the society

specially the landlordS.

The reality reveals that the peasant associatiadslyvpatronized and were spread into every
gabaleof Guuto GiddaNarada.Large number of peasants became members of theiassns

in areas they belonged to. As it was stated, eaellgnt association in tearadawas led by an
elected chairperson and a committee. They hada$gonsibility to implement the day-to-day
affairs of the associations. Apart from this, sititese associations were vested with the power
to deliver administrative services, they were asgaged in judicial activities in their respective

areas?®

The main objectives of PAs were initially to implent the land reform proclamations were and

there by land where re-distributed among peasanthd PAs. Later on, their responsibilities

3Alamneh Malase, “Peasants, Agrarian Socialism anthlRDevelopment in Ethiopia,” (London: West
View Press, 1987), p. 54.

“Informants: Dhinsa Mokonen, Wagqgari Tuli, and Madggora.

“Warriner, D, p.52; Michel Stahl, “Capturing Peasattirough Co-operatives: The case of Ethiopia,”
Review of Africa n political Economio.44, (1989), pp. 28-29.

®Dessalegn Rahmatd\grarian Reform in EthiopidUppsal: Scandinavian Institute of African Studlies
1984), pp. 37-39. Informants: Gamachu DheressaAkifena and Sorome Waqgari
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were extended in scope through continuous prociamst’ In relation to this, in 1979, peasant
associations in Guuto Gidd&aradawere authorized to enforce law and collect taxé@him
their area. Formerly, that is before the ascendafidhe Darg to power, these activities were
given to thegoroosandbalabats The majority of PAs in Guuto Gidda accepted aieofrom
the warada governors andvarada Peasant Association leaders. This was strengthered
through the monthly meeting and discussion of la#f PAs conducted at thearada level '
Regarding the contribution of peasant associaiioi@&uuto GiddaNarada,they were playing an
important role in providing valuable contribution the change of the production of peasants’
farms. They were actively involved in series of oated activities for development. In this
manner, the association played a significant rolelirecting the society in road building, tree
planting and soil conservation programs in thelipcarhe associations had also facilitated the
land re-distribution process in the study area. PAs in Guuto Gidda gave more emphasis to

the re-distribution of land to all the landlessheitit giving much attention to fertility of plots of

land. Due to this the agricultural productivityp#asants were decreaséd.

In fact, distribution of land was an event that wasried out in 1979 and 1980 with the
involvement of the Ministry of Agriculture. Initigl, the committees were elected from the
members of peasant associations in 1837€onsequently, the committee registered the land
owners in Guuto GiddaVarada and peasants who monopolized extra land were nwade

redistribute it to the landless peasants inviaeada However, some committee members of PAs

YA Proclamation No. 130 of 1977, “All Ethiopian Peas Association Establishment Proclamation,”
Nagarit Gazata 37/1, September, 1977, pp. 99-102.

¥Informants:Baqala Gutama,Qana’a Fulas and AlamuBir

PInformants: Kafale Qana’a, Addisie Waqgari and Ayl Habte

“Dessalegn Rahmato, p. 82; Paul Brietzke, “Landofefin Revolutionary Ethiopja The Journal of
Modern African Studies, XIV, 4, Dec. 1976, p. 652
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were involved in corruption than respecting law ander in their respective aredsThe major
problem of peasant association in tharada was its politicization. Particularly, the peasant
association leaders were used to run only afteottlers given them from their masters without

considering the local situations since they wegémes’ machinerie&?

Co-operatives in the Guuto Giddawarada

Peasant Co-operatives Produced Association

For a long period, agricultural production in theuotry was mainly dependent on the
engagement of individual farmer in which they couldt provide sufficient products for
consumptions and surplus for industries. Besitles the subsistence farming often resulted in
the households into poverty and hun@feiTheDarg after introducing the Land Reform of 1975,
adopted strategies and mechanisms that it believeduld bring reforms and transformation in
the life of the rural agricultural population. I sloing, the government wanted to see the

changeg’

TheDarg took a variety of measures which were believeidnjarove the life of the peasants. So
to achieve this plan, thearg introduced different types of agricultural inpstsch as fertilizers,
extension programs and special seeds, anti-weedisgcticide. Moreover, it attempted to
appoint agricultural experts ataradalevel. But all such efforts brought little chanigethe life

of rural populatiorf> The main goal of new agricultural policy of tBeErg was improving

212I2r1formants:TuIi Dhinsa,Dabala Raggassa and Simalicamu
Ibid.

BDessalegn Rahamato, “Agrarian Change and AgrariasisC State and Peasantry in Post-Revolution
Ethiopia,” Proceedings of the 9th International Congress diidiian Studies,, I(Moscow, 1986), p. 466

#Kababew Daka, “The Role of Cooperatives in thei@ist Transformation of Agriculture,Institute of
Development Research Seminar on Strategies foal@&drural Transformation (€ober, 1978), pp. 4-5

E.N. Vassilyeva, “Legal Basis of Cooperative Fampim Ethiopia” Proceedings of the 9th International
Congress of Ethiopian Studies(Moscow, 1986), pp.185-189; Bafekadu Dagdfwards Socialist Transformation
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agricultural productivity by establishing producersoperatives Ya Amracoc ya Hebrat Sera
Mahban. To succeed in this plan, the government motivgteasants to involve in collective
farming on plots of land as determined by the gowemt. Accordingly, the government
designed many ways of enforcement to make all p¢ssander the umbrella of producers’
cooperatives. Firstly, it monopolized land of indival farmers and gave it to cooperatives. If an
individual did not join the cooperatives, it medms loses the land, so without willingness
peasants would have to join the cooperatives. St¢gonon members of the cooperatives could
not get agricultural inputs and other advantageserdfore, in order to get these benefits peasants
became members of the cooperatives. In additiothisy the government arranged time for
individual farmer to provide free labor servicedmoperative. This was also another factor that

forced peasants to become members of the coopesativ

Producers’ cooperatives came into existence obaslie of the issuance of proclamation No.
138 of 1978’ Peasant cooperative farming came into beingidasons that it would bring the
rural peasants to join producers’ cooperatives tandncourage peasants to work together for
their development® Accordingly, the government introduced a programl encouraged the

peasants to come together and to bring their fawsldor common us®.

Despite the measures taken by government to enfmasants to join the associations in Guuto

GiddaWarada,the majorities of peasants wanted to isolate therasdrom the association and

of Agriculture Institute of Development Research Seminar on Sfiedefor Socialist Rural Transformation
(October, 1978), p. 6.

#Informants: Gamachu Oljira, Habtamu Kassata andg&ladg\yana.

2T«A Proclamation to Provide for the Establishment Gboperative Societigdlegarit Gazeta
(Proclamation, No.138, March 3, 1978), p. 41

#sjsay Getachew, “Agricultural Development Policy kikay and Practice under the Military Regime,”
(BA Thesis, Department of Political Science, Adélsaba University, July 2001), p. 14

®Equar Taka, “Agrarian Reform and Social Change tinidpia since 1975,” BA Thesis, Department of
Economics, Addis Ababa University, June, 1986,%. 3
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were interested to farm individually. Small numbépeasants joined and established PCs in the
warada. In 1987, there were two producers’ cooperativeSuuto GiddaWwaradawhich was

composed of numerically about one hundred fifty roera within PCs in thevarada®

Similar to the land reform policy, the implementatiof PCs in Guuto Gidd&Varadafaced great
challenges, because the agricultural producers’pe@iives were not successful in developing
productivity of the member of the cooperatives. Tinst and the most important issue was that the
peasants joined the cooperatives without interesailse they were pushed by the government totjoin i
Another reason for its failure was, the producthef cooperatives all came under the monopoly of the
government and government shared the products athengeasants on the basis of the interest of their
consumption. The anger of the peasants was not ionthe product distribution but also in work
inequality; there were hard worker peasants andgrgaimply engaged as workers. So, peasants appose
equal distribution of products with unequal invatvent in harvesting process. Moreover, the goverimen

gave more attention to political affairs rathemtha the improvement of productivitié%.

Due to the above and other reasons; the peasdhtshée association. As time went on, peasant
cooperatives were disintegrated and gradually biedd? As far as the contribution of thearg regime
was concerned in agricultural producers’ coopeeatithe decisive one was environmental conservation
In such attempt, the societies were organized anded out aforestation in th@aradawhich is still
appreciated by the community. For instance, Tsigeery forest in and around Nagamtee, mostly
Eucapultes planted trees were said to have be@rréhgarkable contribution. Generally, the introtioc
of agricultural peasant cooperatives in Guuto Gitldarada brought great changes in the means of

production and rural social institutions.

%Guuto Giddawarada Agriculture and Rural Development Office (hereafteise GGWARDO, Folder
No. 43, File No 117, Guuto Gidd&arada.. Information and Public Relations Office, August1$37 EC.
3IGGWARDO, Folder No.53, File No 78, “Information aRdblic Relations Office,” January 28, 1988 EC;
informar;tzs: Dhinsaa Dassalegn, Jilo Jiregna andgaid@ana’a
Ibid
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Services Co-operatives in th&§Varada

Service co-operatives were the peasant associatnatsestablished in Guuto Giddsarada
The proclamation No0.138 of 1978 provided for théalelsshment of Co-operative Societies
issued by the military governmefit. The major functions of service co-operatives were
provide significant services to the members of epafives. Accordingly, the SC provides
market service, consumer commodities, saving sesvénd others. Hence it aimed at protecting

peasants from exploitation by private trad@rs.

The service co-operatives were initially more ingsiee than producers’ co-operatives to the
peasants of thewarada Consequently, a large number of peasants joirted dervice
cooperatives without any enforcement from the gowemnt. It was noted that service
cooperatives in Guuto Gidd&/aradawere formed by the combination of three to tgabale
peasant associations. In tivaradathere were about fifty service cooperatives havheytotal
capital of sixt eight thousand, seven hundred sefixembirr.®® Similar to other areas the central
goal of service cooperatives in Guuto Gidifaradawas to establish shops of the cooperatives
where they made distribution of goods to the meshmsing membership cards. The service
cooperatives supplied commodities like sugar,sailf, match, soap, nail, dry cell batteries to the

members through the shops in therada®

33«A Proclamation to Provide for the Establishmerft Gooperative Society,”Negarit Gazetta
(Proclamation No.138, March 3, 1978), p. 41

*Informants: Ofgahi Biftu, Waqwaya Abdi and Margaha.

$GGWARDO, Folder No. 62, File No 77, Guuto Giddarada Communication and Public Relation

%Alamayehu Lirenso, “Grain Marketing in the Post 43evolution: Policies Problems and Prospects,” In
Proceedings of the eighth International Confereat&thiopian Studies, (Addis Ababa, 1984), p. 392; informants:
Tadasa Dhuguma, Fufa Qoxxee and Nuqus Tufa
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Moreover, the shops bought the grains from peasdritsver prices and sold them earning some
profits to Agricultural Market Corporation (AMGY. For example by 1980 or 1981/83, in Guuto
Gidda Waradateff purchased at the price of 3@r per quintal and was sold for 4drr, in
which they earned 10irr profit per quintal. Initially, the service coopevas were able to
accumulate money for their associations. Howeweladked significance due to a number of
reasons. In the first, place the chair personepfie cooperatives were engaged in corruption
and embezzled the peasant associations’ and seougeratives’ resources. Secondly, most of
the service cooperatives failed to supply varidtgaods and satisfy the demand of the members
due to the transportation problems. Finally, thasaats lacked trust in their associations and
began to withdraw their membership from the sercioeperatives and it gradually deteriorated
towards the end of 19868 The above factors resulted in the failure of sEndooperatives in

Guuto Giddawarada

It was by the proclamation number 71 of 1975 wigobvided for the establishments of service
cooperatives by the peasantty.Services cooperatives were formed by a groupeafsants’
association in order to buy and distribute the tapsuch as fertilizers and consumer goods
through cooperative shops and to market their predgenerally to Agricultural Marketing
Corporation (AMC) by forming a link between the @sations and the external economy .They
were supposed to be organized with a minimum oéghand a maximum of ten peasant

associations.

¥’Girma k, The State and Development in Ethiopiandlan: Humanities Press International, 1992), p. 20

%Informants: Diribe Balo, Kabbada ADamo and QarBahe

¥Nagarit GazetaNumber 71 of 1975, a provision for the establishtrof Service Cooperatives.., Etana
Habte, p.99.., Informants: Amsalu Mokonon,Olana ishgnd Olana Tadasa
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In Guuto Giddawarada, there were about one to two associations in eacdperative that
pushed the regime’s intention to set up servicepemaives throughout the nation, the
production cadres distributed in thvaradaalong with the agricultural personnel gatheredHhzy
peasants and explained to them on the importancsemice cooperatives. To this effect, the
peasants were told that; these service cooperafivesided them with goods and farm
implements at fair prices which included credit aities. To this effect, the production cadres
begun to sell crucial materials and goods to tlopleeof thewaradalike sickle, sugar and salt at
prices inferior than the open mark@tThen, they motivated peasants to contribute meshige
and registration cost which was said to have beantd thirteerbirr in order to organize the
shops for these purposes. Afterward, to this énaayi-baasiior stationwas organized in the
warada in late 1970s. Cards were given to the membersthaeg received goods from their
respectivemaayi-baasiiby registering the type of item, its quantity ahe delivery date. The
items such as sickle, nails, ridged iron sheetg,cefl batteries, thread, salt, sugar, fertilizers,
umbrellas, blankets, clothes, shoes, soaps, aridgides were available in the shops to be sold to
the members at fair prices. In each month, thehaser had expected to bring goods and
materials from the Wallagga branch of Ethiopian [@etit Distribution Corporation (EDDC),
found at Nagamtee Town and then distribute themutimout theqabalesamongthe peasantry
on non-working days in accordance of their famigedamiliarly known akootaa (quota)rhe
guota was one and half kilogram of the salt and lolegramof sugar without considering ones

family size?*

As it was remarked by informants, the distribut@fnquota indicated failure in food stuffs that

resulted in peasants’ displeasure in the Guuto &Mdrada. In spiteof this some positive

“Ibid
bid
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contributions in providing social services, timaayi-baasiwas one of infamous and discredited
by the people. The peasants began to reflect thaired towards the institution. They
complained it because, it was full of sabotagefailéd to treat the public on one hand and the
Ethiopian Domestic Distribution Corporation leadepeasant associations and cooperative
purchasers on the other equally and fairly. It fdlsof corruption and vulnerable to cheating
particularly the leaders of this institution useddeny or reduce the items of the goods deceived
the people by reporting if the quota of certain thomas either cancelled or reduced without any
form of presenting reasonable justification for tese. The people of Guuto Gidudarada
were threatened by maladministration of the in8tins’ leaders and were in dilemma that
frightened the blockade of the quota, if the actafruption within in the institution was to be

exposed to the governméfit.

The informants affirm that, the leaders Méaayii-baasiiinstitutions were harassed and abused
the people in thevarada both morally and economically since they were &gdetween the
government and the mass. They acted as a bighhtlicut the contact of the government and the
public. They hide their sabotages systematicailyalfy, having selling the large portion of the
goods to private merchants regardless of the kriyyeleand interests of the member peasants
under the alleged reason of peasants’ willinglekthese items, the peasant association leaders,
and leaders of thklaayii-baasiiseem to have benefited from deliberately catedlamischief.
Consequently, the innocent peasants in wWseada were forced to buy food stuffs from

merchants at inflated prices for survival. In audht the distribution was said to have been

*Ibid
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inequitable. Therefore, thmaayi-baasiifailed to exempt the peasantry from the specudativ

prices of retailer merchants.

The cumulative grievances of the marginalized petasecause of the aforesaid points got relief when
the maayi-baasiiinstitution faded up together with the crackdowntiee Darg regime. The services
generated for the community was less than whataldees had propagated. Finally, service cooperation

had failed without achieving its stated goals i @uuto Giddavarada®

The Literacy Campaign
At the early stage of the Ethiopian revolutiorgd#@cy was not a priority for tHearg through the
participants oZamachahad made some useful contributions towards litenag¢he rural areas.
Literacy program was discontinued when the devekagnthrough cooperation campaign was
over in 1976. Due to lack of a definite policy atedacy and proper follow-up the effort, the
Zamachadid not have a lasting impact on the rural popatatiBetween 1974 and 1978, the
priority of theDarg was seizure and consolidation of power and defgntérritorial integrity of

the nation against internal insurrections and estieinvasiori>

However, by 1978 it was well established and carfidenough to launch a nationwide
development campaign to take measures to wardsréiagcation of illiteracy. Besides illiteracy
was an obstacle to dissemination of Socialism antbegpeasants and the workers who were
groomed for the dictatorship of proletariat. In @9%he regime took responsibility of eradicating

illiteracy by issuing a proclamation that providém the establishment of National literacy

“Informant; Qanate Duressa,Abetu Garba and Amantagtidbi
441 11:

Ibid
“lbid
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Campaign Coordinating Committee under Ministry duEation and the relevant ministries and

mass organizations as memb#rs.

However, it is important to note that, tBerg was not the first to launch a national literacy
campaign. The imperial regime had though not pexpao take full responsibility to launch it,

and by 1962 formeW¥afidal Sarawit'’

Ya Fidal Sarawitvas formed in 1962 under the leadership of theiditiyn of Education and Fine
Arts. To give it a veneer of patron, the emperos weade its patron, the Crown Prince, Honerary
President and other prominent personalities. Tiragminister and the patriarch of EOC were
also members. The organization depended on voluntantributions and volunteers for
execution of its campaign. It lacks the resouraed the organizational capability to face the

problem of illiteracy squarel§f

The regime delegated the task to non-governmenththaritable institutions. By 1974 when the
revolution broke out, the campaign was boostedateetmade some 27,000 people litefd@n
the national level, the organization was replicaéédregional,awrajja, warada and gabale
levels, committees at these levels in Wallagganm#d and implemented literacy programs.
Moreover, the committees were actively involvedfumd-raising by soliciting the assistance
from external as well as internal sources. The guwent owned Media was effectively

deployed to promote the campaityn The campaign was launched in July, 1978 with great

“‘ltana Habte... pp.67-69

*"Ya Fidal Sarawit wer@mamed so by Dr.Ticker Hailu, an educator and iedeent thinker who suggested
to ministry of education and by launching a litgraampaign.

“8Tefera Haile SellassieThe Ethiopian Revolution, p.222 (a national literacy campaign) under the
chairmanship of Ministry of Education.

“Ibid, p.225
*nformants: Baqgqala Fullaas, Galata Kasasa andgahifticha
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enthusiasm and publicity at NagamtBerg members including Nugussie Fanta and other senior
government officials and the leaders of mass omgdioins, engaged in teaching their respective

gabales>*

The teachers and civil servants in the Guuto Giddlrada volunteered to offer lessons in
several centers. The literacy campaign was the amdyof the many campaigns of tharg that
succeeded to congregate the ‘voluntary supponthftioe people of thevarada Funds and other
resources for the implementation of the campaigreweainly contributed by the local peoples
of thewarada. Therefore, it was this voluntary support and a&cparticipation of the people in
thewarada,which led to the campaign’s final success. Thatemfdof literacy campaign to the
pre-existence of both government and mission sshowde the Guuto Gidd&/arada more

advantageou¥

The target of campaign’s strategy in the first caas towards clearing urban areas of illiteracy.
The overall plan was to eradicate illiteracy witlseven years i.e. by the end of 1987. Upon
implementation it was proved that the aim was towiious and the period was extended to
1991°%In a move to execute the plan, all an illiteraggspns found between the ages of eight
and fifty were required to attend literacy clas#esit was said, there was no compulsion; rather
the classes were learnt with the voluntary, eagmsraad interest of the people of tharada™

The lessons were said to have been arranged witveutapping with the regular classes of the

learners. In Nagamtee town, classes were norrhaltyin the evenings. But in the rural areas of

*lInformants:Galata Ayana, MosisaYadata, Marga JogntaTashale Wayyessa

*?|bid

*Informants: Fikiru Qano, Qano Ayana and Imiru Qanatana Habte, “The Adminisration of Wallagga
Under theDarg,”..., p. 81-83.

*Informants: Bagala Gobana, Bayana Gobana ands@iakigna
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the warada, classes were said to have been attended duringayeaking into account the

livelihood of farming communities.

The schools, community halls, offices, temporargltgns and shades of trees were used for
literacy classes. Teaching aids were prepared fomally available materials. Posters for this
program were used to be displayed on trees, watlfences. Government institutions and other
employers were expected to set free their employeeswo or three hours per day for the

literacy class®

The literacy campaign was carried out in Weradafor two successive phases of four months
each in a period of twelve months. In the firstrduall illiterates among the community were
registered and taught the basic skills of readimd) ariting for about two hundred fifty hours.
The second phase was corrective or clear up roamgeted those who were omitted from the
first round and failed to attain a satisfactorytisteof literacy. For the remedial task time alldtte

was about two hundred twenty hodfs.

Every round of the literacy campaign in timarada was preceded by a carefully planned
publicity offensive soliciting from the public daman of funds and teaching materials such as
paper, pencils, chalk, chalkboards and etc. Thensgity of publicity, the organizational
capability of mass organizations and professiorgdoeiations in particular, thevarada
Teachers’ Association, the overwhelming supporthef mass for the campaign and tiarada
pledge and resolve the government, paved the wagrfefficient execution of the campaign’s

stated plar® Afaan Oromo had been one of the fifteen languages by hwhiie literacy

*Informants: Nagashe Dassalegn,Fajige Ayansa ancb@ii@adida

**Dassalegn Tolassa, Mamo Gamada and Zalalem Babe

*’Mati Garba, Duressa Garba and Hinkoshe Tolera

*8Informants: Tamasgen Duressa, Tadasa Amante argeFajiana; Etana Habte.p.83
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campaign was conducted. Therefore, in Wallagga, dampaign was undertaken Afaan

Oromo too>®

Despite this inspiring choice, accommodating Af@aomag a native language of a single largest
People which accounts for over ninety percent & Wallagga population, the available
evidence suggests the achievement in Amharic wasra important part of the program than
any encouragement chfaan Oroma Ambharic script was said to have been used with few
adaptations for Oromo, which has sounds not fonn&ihnharic. Now Afaan Oromo has its own
script used by a majority of its speakers adoptedhfRoman Script. This might enable the
people to read Amharic but at the same time seerhave inhabited literacy from establishing

contact with outside the worfq.

Unlike in some parts of Wallagga, particularly inban centers such as Innaangoo,Noolee
Kaabbaa,Asoosa and a village of Caabir (in Horretri2it), where there was an intermixed
populations that complicated matters and the usdiftdrent languages to smoothly run the
campaign, might well reinforce ethnic identity,Amitaalone became the possible alternative
used. In Guuto Gidd®/arada, AfaanOromo was mostly used in rural areas as a medium of

instruction during the campaidh.

Although, its importance was undeniable the litgr@ampaign brought about some social
problems particularly among the rural women whoudthered the responsibility of all social
duties such as working on the farms, lookingragteldren, safeguarding the village, preparing

food, fetching water, collecting fire wood, hadaatsbligation to attend literacy class. None of all

*Ibid, p. 84

®nformant: Engida Ayana, Olani Abetu and Alamayetnetu
®lnformants: Seqata Duressa, Kafale Tadasa and X¥gitata
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these social and custom related problems were demresl by any one. This resulted in absence
and delays and finally, women were forced to glass. This would in turn lead to be victim of
punishment to the degree of imprisonment. As it \wasured by a number of informants,
numerous women of th@aradawere imprisoned with their breast-fed children heseaof either

their repeated absence from or late arrival toditg classe®

The informants witnessed the other social and ticadil outlook that threatened the rural
women to attend literacy class begun from her hudpaeighbor and the community at large. In
the general concept of the past, people were nateaaf importance of education let alone the
women even for men. Rationally, women were malgied class of the society in all aspect of
life when compared to men. The same is true for amomm thewaradawere part of socially,
politically and culturally discriminated due to comnity old outlook among whom they had
been living. The people thought that, educated womere insignificant because they may be
rude and misbehaved if they went to the school. Woeen had no any right to defend
themselves against this old aged tradition. To adgthe status of women right and their morals

people of thevaradaused to say:

Oromo Gloss
Mirgi Dubatrtii, Women’s right is
Gorroo Duubatti Behind the&orroo (Kitchen)

Dubartiin barattee eessa geessii, Education is not important for female.
Dubartiin Beekaa deessi malee, Women deliver knowledgeable person

Beekaa hin gabdu, But haveno any knowledge by her.
Bakka dubartiin itti baay’attu, Place where women numbered high
Raafuun hin bilchaatt® The cabbage will never cook properly.

Frankly speaking, the literacy campaign made chargeminimize the degree of prevailing

illiteracy if not completely alleviated. However,edide this remarkable achievement, the

#nformantsAaddeeDinsirii Qeeramsoo,Badhaatuu Ofga’a aBhboQana’aa Dirribsaa
®bid
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campaign failed to consider the existing sociowgalt problems among the people of Guuto
Gidda in general and rural women in particular. Thse of the women was sophisticated and
their social problems escalated even more thantefere. Informants from rural community of
the waradarecalls that, people were forced in to literacyssts even retired individuals as old
as ninety year of ages, without considering thealth status, culture, and psychological makeup
as well®

Perhaps, the time schedules for the classes eBpenidghe rural areas were not conducive in
that, most rural area literacy classes had beamddtl from 6:00 A.M to 9:00 A.M in the
morning or 3:00 P.M to 6:00 P.M. in the afterno®he morning session unquestionably reduced
the productive capacity of the peasants not onlgabse, it took a minimum of two hours
working time but also released them in for thearkvbeing exhausted by listening and repeated
readings. The afternoon session was also almo$eatiee since pupil were tired of daily work
and merely went to the class to be saved from ard/ bf punishment,they may face due to their
absence. The campaign was also proved to be téidtby its activities on thgabalelevels by
chairman and committees running the program, itespi the good fame that it enjoyed at
national and regional levels. It was said thathath rural and urban areas a number of slogans

were posted for the program exhibited to the puldienandatory work passed by the state than it

was meant to serve the peofie.

Among the well known slogans in Wallaggaa in geharal Guuto Gidd&Varadain particular
was “Yameyanab Ayinochina yamayitsifu ljochi ayinotufByes unable to read and hands

unable to write may not exist).Although such slagavere coined only to portray the states

®Informants: Luuccee Namoomsaa, Magartuu Qanamigelaallataa Hordofaa

®Informants: Kabade Bagqala, Zalalem Tadassa andulBegyana.
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readiness to combat illiteracy, tlgabalelevel leadership used it as an authority to fotoe t
people in to literacy classes and to frustratecttramunity thus immediately giving the program

a bad pictur&®
Military Conscription and the Misery of Peoples inthe Guuto GiddaWarada

The National Military Service was said to have bemmounced by Colonel Mangistu
Hailemariam in 1981 on May Day Speech. This happehu® to the Somalian War of 1977.The
proclamation issued in May 1983 provided for Etleoig aged between eighteen and thirty to
undergo six months military training followed bydwears active service, remaining on reserve
until the age of fifty. Then each peasant assamiabr urbamgabalewas requiredto forwardlists
of eligible young men to the military commissaresdtablished inTataq Military Camps. In
principle, the commissariat then decided whom twuig after which thegabalesor peasants’
associations were required to ensure the youtleteeleeport for service. In reality, unavoidably,
much of the judgment had remained in ¢Jaalesor associations hands, while they in turn had

been responsible for delivering a given quota efrétruits on the due ddte.

In thewaradg the military recruitment was carried out twicgear and then in the late 1980s it
became three rounds a year. Despite the assureitseagere assured remain in the war front not
more than two years, only the crippled and who Ineath problems were allowed to return to
their homes. At the very beginning, peasants wérmourse reluctant to join the army, simply
for their morale. The number of peasant recruitsndied, theDarg’'s demand for soldiers
became too high. In order to satisfy their dematiasyaradapeasant association leaders had to

recruit the soldiers based on the quota allotte@ach peasant association. But later, people

®Etana Habte.p.85. Informants: Balay Yadata, Kaffdtkuma and Tufa Gamada
“Ibid, p.92..., Informants: Gobana Ayana and Tufa Gamada
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showed their refusal either to recruit or be regedii However, it was mandatory to the leaders
of peasant association to complete the quota diwghem. To this effect, thearada peasant
association leaders were obliged to use the stupgdothe village militia forces to capture
youngsters where and when they saw them in theirelsp at school, work place, farm, market,

or on their ways to church or mosq(es.

Most informants recall, the misery of theargagoo or Qeerroo)youngsters who were hunted
down just like a wild games and arrested as thiegaminals, andshiftas throughout the
warada Even if the youngsters once seen by agentsadgm association and want to hide or
whisper themselves, there was no mercy, ratheapituce them if possible alive. But beating and
killing were common. The tragedy of this event dit end with youngsters alone. Rather, the

family, relatives and the communitywaradawere the share holders of the sorrow.

They were harshly treated in the hands of peasaucation leaders, their agents (militia), day
and night to send their own children to war fromccording to informants, no section of the
people remained untouched by this chronic disedsermding ones child to the battle field by
force. The people of thearadaused the following poem to show their resentmeut sorrow

againstDargs’ action:

Oromo Gloss
Mangistuu Yaa Dhala Booyyee Mangistu the son of pig
Maaliif fixxa soolana ijoollee? Why did you exploit the YouthJeerroQ?
Algaawaraashiinoo galuu hin ooll& the restoration of the throne is inevitable.

Besides, local officials’ i.e peasant associatieaders in thevarada were also pretended to

recruit peasants into military in order to extrbgbes or simply to harass the people. This act

®8|nformants: Yadata Getachew and Dawit Nuguse
69(1h;
Ibid
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became a means of generating in consistent incgnmr&imidating the people and deploying all
kinds of corruption, particularly nepotism and lerivere common in thearada’™

Being a rich man seems to have been criminal duhioge days in that, more often, the families
of rich peasants were the target for the sake ibebr In addition, those men who antagonized
peasant association leaders and any militia atiameyand place were the best choices to avenge.
Therefore, if a peasant wanted to escape recruifrtfenonly way was just bribing to the peasant
association leaders and the militias {boAmong the criteria to recruit the youngsters were
physical appearance, being strong, health statiydarly having healthy teeth, the weight of

an individual must be fifty kilogram and abo{e.

Apart from what we have mentioned above, act afigi$orce to materialize the demand, there
were also the youngsters among the people who tasilynjoined the military. This act of
giving up normal life at the expense of giving taity service to government was calhddoo
Zemach Yolunteer) in Amharic, literarily based on his irgst or wish among the community of
the warada. Many youngsters were said to have joined the mjliend sent to the war front
whatever their final fate would have been. As itsvinted out, the motive behind willingly
joining the military camp, stemmed from lose of Bogither due to economic hardship and
simply to escape or may be to be admired. But irstntases, these peoples were from

economically poor peasant backgrodid.

Due to hunting of peasant association leadersvi@tbby militia forces, young men disappeared
from the main streets of evegabalein thewarada. Due to this frustration they were sent to

stay with relatives outside of tlyabalethey were registered even though liable to beisoped

"lbid

bid

"Informants:Dassale Babe and Arbayi Tolasa
“Informants: Tolassa Jogora and Ragassa Dabal
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for a night or so in thgabalejail. Most of these seem to have thought it welkth the price. On
the contrary, the news paper report that “The @gisyouth enthusiastically participated in the
program”, was proved to be different, with the lauigg relatives gathering round thi@bale
and concentration camps where recruits were buseilaining centers in the distance parts of

the nation’*

The women are selected from thabaleto agitate the male for war. They used to saytHet
males wear our dress and let we wear their trouketd the guns and go to the war front. The
females provoked insulting the males to go for Wére female also used the following slogans

for the campaign:

Oromo Gloss
Biyya keenya Itoophiyaaf for our country Ethiopia,
Dhiiga keenya Ni dhangalaasfia We shade our blood

The social classes who were economically weak hdtered more than those who were
economically active in that, they could not bribattbthe peasant association leaders and the
militia. They had had nothing to do but, were far¢e hand over their sons and even if young
themselves. Such peasants and their sons werafeot\gen when they moved to their relatives’
residences in the separaf@balesor even in a differenivarada,since the militias were ready to
hunt strange persons in the area.

Numerous social problems occurred as a result d¢ifanyi conscription in the Guuto Gidda
Warada The father, mother and relatives were kickedmeal, insulted, beaten, and chased
away by militias when they were going to visit thebns in temporary military camps. The

innocent peasants were punished and harshly treath@ hands of the militias whenever they

e
Ibid
"Informants:Gabaye Duressa and Diribe Wagjira
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showed their hatred towards in course of huntirgytbuth’® TheQeerroowho has been sent to

the war front by force used to sing as the follows:

Oromo

Idaar gaafa salaasaa

Fiigee dhufe taraansaa

Anoo sabsabaan se’ee
Yooman Malmalaa se’ee?
Barattii sabaa handii (1971)
Gafattiin manaa bahee

Yaa iyya handaaqqoo hin jennee
Yaa biyya abbaa koo hin jennee
Yaa barii lafaa hin jennee

Yaa marii hiriyyaa hin jennee
Gabbiinaarra gadi ciiseen

Biyya abbaa koo gadi dhiigé
Ertiraa mukti hin jiruu

Yoo muka garbuu malee
Duunaan awwaalchi hin jiru
Yoo bira darbuu malee

Saaxinii hin harkisanii

Firas hin rakkisanif®

Gloss
on the 38 day of November
The turn is at hand
| thought it is for meeting
| don’t think it is military recruitments
The year 1971
The date | left the home
| never waited for the cock’s cry
| never said my fathers’ country
| never said it is early in the morning
| never sought my friends’ discussion
Having lying on the back of the car
| left my fathers’ country
No tree in Eritrea
Even if barely tree
There is no burial if one gets dead
It was letting behind
No effort of carrying the box
No relatives to be busy

An informant remarks that, there was a great tecyléor able-bodied peasants to full fill the

guota as they went to towns for medication, siragppnd personal cases. This made conditions

inhospitable and resulted in economic crisis. Retance, since able young men were in terror to

be in public, grains for sale, grinding, firewooddacharcoal were carried by women, old aged

and disabled people to the towns. These circumstan@s said to have led to the scarcity of

grain and wood which in turn brought high pricette consumers in the towfs.

Moreover both physically and economically activerfars were hunted and captured while they

were ploughing and were kidnapped forcefully arkgtato the concentration camps. No one can

approach to negotiate to release them. If he hategndie should pay the money they asked. The

"Ibid

"Informants:Dassalegn Tolasa and Ayala Mosisa

“bid

Informants: Birhane Jogora and Gamade Gojor.
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communities were always living under the fear atndss since they did not know the date of
recruitment. Due to this fear, no one was in a tgmsito plough, weed and harvest well.
Therefore, in most cases people of tt@radabecame vulnerable to famine due to this man
made problemsLater, as all productive man power was drawn inwer front, the social
composition remained mostly to unproductive sucemen, children, disabled, and old man.
The action left behind children without father, viithout husband, father without son, mother

without son and they remained helpl&%s.

The other social problem marked by military constoon in the Guuto Giddsvaradawas that,
it disintegrated the social well being of the conmityi in that, the girls oigarree who were
young enough to marry missed the youtlyeerrooto marry him. Therefore, they use to say the

following poem to explain their distress as follows

Oromo Gloss
Bokkaan roobuu didee The rain refused to rain,
Harkiftuu bitannaa Let we buy a magnet for rain,
Namni nu fuudhtin dhibee No one is around to marry us,
Mangistuuttitti lyyanna&* We will appeal to Colonel Mangistu.

Among theDarg policies and orders implemented in Wallagga inegaly Guuto Gidda in
particular, the military conscription was the mestrible to people that brought about socio-
economic and political crisis, mainly failure ofregltural production. Only unproductive age

groups left at home without any support.

8|nformants: Wargina Gamada and Xajitu Dhuguma
8nformants: Ayantu Amanu and Mulu Dhinsa
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Resettlement and Villagization in the Guuto Giddawarada

Resettlement

Resettlement scheme was one ofllagg’s systems. Settlements are of two types: Spontaneous
and planned or by government scheme. The formerestablished by the people themselves
without government initiative and support. It coldd accelerated by push and pull factors at
their original place and their destination respetii. This type of settlement involves the

movement of people and their settlement in unomgaghform.

Guuto Giddawaradawas one of the areas where a large portion of yped of settlement
scheme took place in the period under discussiceforB the 1974 Revolution, Ethiopia
witnessed resettlement schemes. Particularly in1l8&0s and 1970s, there were resettlement
programs carried out by a combination of governnaemtt voluntary agenciés. Resettlement
was limited in scope and purpose and affected ivelsgt small number of the people.
Resettlement was not planned as an activity toaedwercrowding in certain areas or as a move
to provide access to unexploited natural resoubgepeople who needed those most. It was
primarily an activity that focused on reducing tmember of urban poor by deporting them to

rural areas on the areas that were considereddie territory®®

Alula Pankhurst explained that the resettlementsrbethe revolution were undertaken on a

limited scale on individual initiative or in theterest of local governors. There was no centrally

82Jemal Muhammed, “Resettlement Program in Ethiopila particular Emphasis on Assosa Project, 1979-
1994,” B.A Thesis in History, AAU, 1996, p. 46

8Johnn Clark Resettlement and rehabilitatioBthiopia’s Campaign against Famineondon:Harney and
Jones; Ltd,1986,p.44
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coordinated planning but usually implemented onhad basi$* This kind of resettlement
during the imperial regime were attributed partig bbstruction presented by the feudal type of

land holding system and the lack of a viable gowemt body to take charge of resettlenfént.

After the collapse of imperial regime, the militarggime, promulgated a more detailed and
planned resettlement scheme by eliminating majastamtes and establishing all authorities
responsible for the execution of the program. Ohaatable obstacles, the feudal ownership,
was removed and the land reform proclamation of5i9foclamation number 31 of 1975

transferred all rural land to public ownersfAtpAmong the very decisive institutions were the
Relief and Rehabilitations Commission (RRC).It westablished in 1974 to handle disaster
situations and to distribute food, clothing, medéiand other relief goods to victims of natural
and man-made disasters. In 1976, the settlemertofityt (SA) was set up as the first entity to
formulate the clearly defined settlement policy gmagrams and to ensure more careful
utilization of natural resourc&8. The Authority was given the responsibility toetke peasants

with little or no land, the rural unemployed anck twaged people with peasant background,

nomadic or semi-nomadic people, the displaced faoeas needed for development purpS8es.

In the same year (1976), about 28 previous settiersehemes with some thirteen thousand

household were handed over to the newly foundeddkily. Between its foundation and in

8plula Pankhurst “Resettlement Policy and Practide,"Pausewang s.etal. (@d&thiopia: Option for
Rural Development,ondon: Zied Books, 1990, p.12Goricke, Social and political factors, p.201

85| h;
Ibid
8Nagariti GazetaA Proclamation No.31/1975 Providing for Publicrewship of Rural land

8"Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRQ)ye Challenge of the Drought: Ethiopia’s Decade of
Struggle in Relief and Rehabilitatiohondon: HQL Communication, 1985, p.158

8\bid, Ministry of Agriculture and Settlement&thiopia: Measures for Rural Transformatioddis
Ababa: Artistic Printing press, 1978, p.15
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1979, SA resettled thirty thousand family heads setdup fifty new resettlement sit&n 1979,

the SA, the Awash Valley Development Authority (A¥Pand the old RRC were amalgamated
to form the new RRC. Then after, the merger nolesednt were added until the new and
massive influx resulting from the drought and faenof 1984-85. Before this, the Commission

supervised a total sum of eight three relativelpstale settlements in the nationwife.

The ten-year plan, adapted in September 1984, limelithe problem in the patterns of human
settlement in the country i.e. high concentratibsaitlements in the highlands and the sparsely
populated vast fertile lowlands. As a solution be fprevailing problem, the plan envisaged
gradual resettlement of eight hundred thousandliiesnip t01984} Meanwhile, the regions of
Tigrai, Wollo, Northern Gondar and Northern Shawarevravaged by the most severe and
devastating famine which rural Ethiopia never wserl since the Great Famine of 1888-92.

Peasants in these area suffered an enormous eis@atand losses of life and propetty.

The situation of famine seems to have turned tha fr gradual phased resettlement over the
period of a decade in to an emergency undertakingesponse to the famine in the north, the
regime adopted the massive resettlement schemsocamddecided to move about three hundred
thousand families over the period of the year. Thés decided in October 1984 and was

launched more vigorously than ever befSte.

As of late 1984, several new settlement sites wpened hastily on the western and southern

parts of the nation. Between, November 17, 198August 1982 alone, about one hundred eight

8Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC), 198357

9G.HancockEthiopia: the Challenge of Hungerondon: Victor Gollancz, 1985, p. 112

Iprovincial Military Government of Ethiopia, Ten Yeperspective plan, 1984/85-1990-1999.Addis
Ababa Bole Printing Press, 1984, plBil.p.56

9“Dessalegn Rahmato, “The Crisis of Livelihood in ifie,” Ethiopian Development Working paper,
No.4 (Trondheim: University of Trondheim, 1988) pRBRC,The Challenge.. pp184-85

933, Clark,Resettlement and Rehabilitatign50
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two thousand and six hundred ninety five familydgeand their dependents were said to have
been deported from the drought prone areas to #s and south west. In comparison to the
original plan of November 1984, the figure revetilat about sixty percent of the task was
accomplished.The regime also committed itself totiome the proces&The nature of the
resettlement patterns in this period were manifestedwo ways; namely Conventiondutaa-
gatamad and integratedSigsaga).The first refers to the process of resettling ebpe in new
sites relatively large number, fertile and unocedpareas. The second refers to the resettlement

of people either in sparsely populated areas prémious settlement sités.

In Wallagga, which accommodated the highest proportof the total re-settlers,
fourconventional settlements sites were establisiibdse included the Angar-Gutin in Horro-
Guduruawaraja Jaarsoo in Gimbi, Asosa, and Qeexoo in Qelfammaja. Among these sites,
Angar-Gutin ranked first in absorbing the largaesiiber of settlers. Besides Horro-Guduru Arjo
and Leeqaa Nagamtéevrajja, resettled the quota’s assigned to them in thiewaérritories of

their share®

Guuto Giddawaradaaccommodated the largest portion of the resettlestlgnin its northern
and western parts which is the Angar Valley. THenrhassive resettlement project was largely
accepted by the local population of twaradaby the order of the administration. Informants

agree on the generous support of the settlersvextdiom the local population of tivearada

%“RRC, “Review of Drought Relief and Rehabilitatiorctivities for the period December 1984-August
1985 and 1986 Assistance Requirements,” Addis AL&I8S,p. 28

%Alula Pankhurst and Ezekiel Gebbissa, “Report oundBtTour Settlement Schemes in Wallagga.12
October-November 1988,” (Addis Ababa, 1986), pp.JAila Pankhurst, Resettlement and Famine in [pilio
The Villagers Experience. Manchester: Manchesteivésaity Press, 1992, p.56.52: Alula Pankhurst, €Th
Administration of Resettlement in Ethiopia since tRevolution,” in Forced Labor and Migration: Patte of
Movement within Africa. London: Hans Zell Publiskef989, p.32.

%«ye Wallagga Kifle Hager,“Ye Sefera Program Afexaxe.,” (Nagamtee, Yekatit, 1978 E.C).P.5.Dereje
Hinew, Agriculture and Environment in the Angar-Dhéessaa Valley, Western Ethiopia, p.156
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Because of the hungry condition of the settlers,ltital Oromo community did not wait for the
assistance from formal institutions. Rather thel@romo of thevaradawere said to have been
heartfully determined to provide the first aid &habilitate the new comers. They offered food,
water, shelter, house utensils, and even construutese needed for the immediate residence.
The regime however, employed this move for itstmali consumption by portraying it as its

successful famine relief undertakifg.

In spite of warmly welcoming the strangers, locabples showed their resentment against the
regime’s resettlement scheme in the Angar Valldye Basic causes of the resentment were that,
the Angar Valley has a number of economic advasstégéhe local people of thvearada,which
could possibly be extracted with heavy populatiengity. Furthermore, the local people of the
waradadisliked the increase in number of settlers whbeytthought ethnically, culturally and
linguistically different from the almost pre-exisi homogenous society. Moreover, the local
community had anticipated the rise in the numbethefsettlers might lead to the revival of an
attack on the people passing through the Angareyaind consequently made the movement
difficult.®® This local people’s resentment against the ptdjesvever, was not long lasting;
consequently, the Oromo people were told and rebuke the government officials of the
warada and the community was physically suppresSedihe earlier settlers used to attack

individuals passing through the Angar Valf&.

“Informants:Dhinsa Fayisa and Dugge Moroda
% Takala Oljira, “The Establishment of Angar-Gutirrofect Settlement Project,” B.A Thesis in
History,AAU,1989,P.26
“bid
9%nformants:Tolasa Dabalo and Rude Olgaba
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The local people’s contribution for settlers wasagkable even if they hated the project. They
served humanity by constructing houses and progittiem with the necessary materifis.The
resettlement project, however, was one of the rhattd and infamous programs of tharg
inthe Wallagga in general the Guuto Giddaradain particular In spite of the settler’'s ability
to grow food in the plentiful quantity, which wasayl for the locals too, but serious
deforestations were observed. Informants are ur@usro recall that, prior to the coming of the
settlers, Angar valley was covered by green foreith varieties of species trees and wild
animals. But soon, the settlers cleared out thestaio get agricultural land. Consequently, the
desertification was intensified and wild animalsreveither killed by these settlers or migrated

from the ared®?

Subsequently, right after the execution of thele®tnt projects, the co-operatives were
organized in all areas of the program in Werada. The entire cooperatives of the settlers were
run by the government support. At the beginning,dbvernment supplied and covered with the
whole cost of agricultural input. But later the gavment’s material assistance began to decrease
as the settlers were increasingly self sufficiemdt were able to produce for market. Accordingly,
modern farm equipments like tractors, combine h&ierand other agricultural inputs such as
fertilizers and insecticides were given to the pe&s based on credit. The fields to conduct
agricultural experiment were prepared on eachisiwrder to produce good quality seeds and

distribute it among the cooperatives in tarada’®®

All the administrative and technical services usede given by the government. Therefore,

each cooperative unit ought to have titles likarmnf supervisor and junior mechanics, under the

nformant: Batii Dhaabaa and Olaanaa Saaqgataa

19nformants: Figadu Babe and Daagaa Gojor
%3 hformants: Dabala Adaba and Hinsarmu Tolera
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structure of Ministry of Agriculture. However, imattempt to make the settlers self-reliant, the
settlers were trained on technical know-how of apen of the machines like tractors and earned
knowledge of bookkeeping and othé&?s.Itana Habte remarks that, relatively better sawilike
elementary schools, clinics and other infrastriegwvere erected for conventional settlement
sites in Wallagga, when compared to other areas ascAsosa. The total destruction of those
facilities took place because of the 1990 EPLF bddRLF raid in to thawraja and government

reaction'®

After their arrival, the settlers in all conventansites in thewarada were put under the
monopoly of what were known as production cadrdses€é cadres were people whom the
regime by itself sent to the various settlememtssib advise, oversee and supervise the settlers in

all situations. They were with the RRC partnersiigifs'®

The beginning of the 1990s, marked the total abamg) of collectivization program by
reassigning WPE cadres to the settlement villagaesadasceased and administrative structure
of settlement sites was changed. Consequentl\sdtikers in thevaradawere incorporated into
the existing local administrative structure. In dweirse of time, all the villages were subdivided
among the nearbyaradas It was from this time onwards that, the settlensgl the pre-existed
local Oromo communities were begun to live togetfierThe resettlement program of tbarg

faced criticism from scholars, individuals, obsesvand organizations for its lack of careful

9% nformants: Mokonnon Tolera and Gammachu Nuguse

1%9tana Habte, p.125

1%%Moges Worku, ‘Report on Agricultural Developmenttidities of Qeto Resettlement area,” “ In a
minute of the first-Evaluation Meeting on Agriaual Development Activities in Resettlement Aréasddis
Ababa Ministry of Agriculture,1987,p.38.Trade caxineere obviously members of Workers Party of Ettaop
(WPE)

Ynformants: Tasfaye Balo and Marga Kabada
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planning and supportive services and that the soaiitical implications was not taken in to an

account®®

Besides the effects of drought and famine at haheeresettlements underwent further hardship
of the settlers’ family separation. Moreover, mokthe settlers lost their properties and their
lives because of disease, famineand disease oftan twgether. The settlers also failed in to
problems both physically and psychological adjustite the new areas, since they had accepted
new policies and management involved themin aneety hard work to make the new sites
productive and worth setting in. Resettlement aieawallagga in general and Guuto Gidda
Waradain particular were hated by many settlers becatiseveral reasons like collectivization,

restrictions imposed on settler's free movementworkshop->°

The scholars raised resettlement; however, hadngroriant political aspect. For instance,
Malhuret stated it as early as 1985: “The rese#l@mprogram has nothing to do with
humanitarian preoccupation and exists purely folitipal and military strategy° Dawit
Wolde Giorgis confirms the idea of Malhuret, whes gtated that ‘Resettlement for Mengistu
Hailemariam was not a development program, butl@isa to his social and national security
problems.'He sought by means of the scheme to solve two @mublwith one another.
According to Malhuret, having thinning out the ptgiion in the north, Mengistu wanted to
remove the popular base of the Tigrai Liberatioon&TPLF).At the same time, the western

peripheries had settled with subjects dependeth®uenter for their survivat?

1%8pawit Wolde GiorgisRed Tearp.304; MalhuretMass Deportation in EthiopidParis: Medeccins San
Frontier, 1985, p.47. Itana Habte, p.126

19%Dawit Wolde GiorgisRed Tears.,p.304

H%alhuret,Mass Deportation in Ethiopidaris: Medeccins San Frontier, 1985, p.47. Itanaté{3.126.
pawit Wode Giorgis,.p. 285.

"2\alhuret,p.40
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In other hand, by settling the northern populaiiorihe west, particularly in Wallagga, it was
aimed at denying the OLF guerrilla fighters’ accesshe local Oromo population. Asosa and
Qellam Awrajas were affirmative to this view. However, the resoltthe program was to the
opposite of what has been intended in that in tbethn the TPLF supporters increased. In
Wallagga sentiments turned decisively in favor loé ©OLF*® Generally, the resettlement
program in Wallagga in general and Guuto Giddaradain particular, brought about many
socio-economic, political and environmental chan@ege to the settlement in Angar Valley, the
demographic features of the people were changadgeLamounts of forests were also cleared
out by the settlers. Consequently, desertificafitensified; wild animals migrated from the

area.
Villagization in Guuto Gidda Warada

While the resettlement program was being conducted, regime set out its villagization
program after July 1985 To this effect, the former historic pattern oftehents scattered
hamlets and homesteads near water and agriculieldd changed village of approximately five
hundred families which concentrated beside roatissTthe general the argument given to the
program was a wish to provide modern public sessggch as schools, road transport, clinics
and other public servicé$® It would have generally attempted to create coivéuenvironment

to overcome the prevailing socio-economic and jpaliproblems of thevarada’*®

1133 W.Clay and B.K.HolcomIRolitics and Ethiopian Famine, 1984-198%mbrdge: Mass, 1985, pp.171-
89 gives an extensive report on the relations batvilee settlers and the indigenous peoples.

i;‘Tefera Hailesellassi@he Ethiopian Revolution p.245, Andergachew Tiruneh p. 216
Ibid
1ecalpham,p. 175..,.Mengistu , p.56.*
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Globally, villagization was an old aged policy, spite of its strangeness in the Ethiopian case.
Many states of the world had embarked on villagirato solve their own socio-economic and
political problems. Although, the policy was mosilyentified with the socialist countries,
villagization had also been practiced by some ramadist regimes. For instance, countries like

ltaly, Kibbut and Moshaw in Israel had practiced ft

In Colonial Africa, too, such derives of collectiation were attempted in north-east Rhodesia,
South Africa, Kenya, Algeria and Libya. The sammghwas attempted by the Americans in
Vietnam. All of the attempts were said to have bewade to deny the peoples access to the
liberation struggle fought in their nam#In addition to this, serious attempts were madsuith
socialist states, like Tanzania, China, North Vaetn Mozambique and Algeria. In the state that
pursued socialist path, villagiization was oftegaeled as a means of rural development but, this

ultimate goal had never been fully achiev&t.

Therefore, in the whole of Wallagga, villagizatiprogram started in1985, when the extremely
loyal administrator in Horro-Guduru, like Bantiitdanaa, pressed hard the administrative
hierarchy under him. The program soon expandedherawrajas,like Nagamtee since Nuguse

Fanta exploited Banti’'s move to catch fire, thet safr competition among administrators of

17T K.Omari, “Ujamma Policy and Rural Development)’G.K.Omari (Ed), Towards Rural Development
in Tanzania.Arusha: East Africa Publication, 1984,46; John M.Cohen and Nils-lvar Issaks¥illagilization in
the Arsi Region of Ethiopjand Uppsala: Swedish University of Applied Sces)c1987, p.4. Etana Habte, p.127

118 4;

1bid
1%0mari “Ujamma Policy...,"p.147. Athough, Mengistu’si@ for villagilization in Ethiopia was copied
from the Tanzanian example, Nyerere’'s regime hadadly apologized for his an attempt.32. Dawit
Wolde Giorgis,The Red Tears, p.203
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awraja to rush in to the implementation of the progrith First, the program was started in an

attempt of moving rural population to the newlyfpreed areas.

Villagization, right away turned out to be anothesented and hated program not only because,
it was done forcefully but, also it uprooted anictad the peasants from the old aged settlement
of their ancestors. It was not done with the ineohent of peasants and it did not take into
consideration ideas and demands of the peasahts réte program was run by higher ranking
officials in thewarada.This program led the people in to dissatisfactigaiast the regime. The
informants clearly tell that, peasants were deteeahito get relief from such a very vague

program whatever the cost would have b&én.

The people of thavarada forced to move from their former settlement. Evenyy became
mystery to them. It was a difficult task for theagants to cope up with the new settlement. There
was no free space neither for grazing nor drinkiveger. Peoples themselves were not in a
position to acculturate with new environment andagthemselves. An informant recalls that
this program was equal to prison or camp whereelgepple were forced to live in. They were
suffering with different transmitted diseases duevercrowded villages. It was also a source of
conflict among the people on the resources. Abdly¢h@ most serious problem that threatened
the people due to this program was, they gave eip phants such as coffee, peach, hop, chat and

others at their former residenit.

Then, the people began to oppose the program pilpliBut, Colonel Mangistu Hailemariam’s
regime had already shown its merciless measuraasags opponents in Wallagga in general

and thewarada in particular through his loyal representativelethiNuguse Fanta. But the

Ecl’Etana Habte...P.128. Informants: Goobanaa Ayyaanddsetachew Galata
1bid
2)nformants: Kabada Galata,Hanga’a Gamada and Harilanguma
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program produced individual not fearful even toadp@ forefront of the murderous Neguse
Fanta. Villagization in thevaradaas a whole was undertaken vehemently mostly oddeyea

gunpoint is clearly agreed by all informants.

To implement the program, the cadres of the regiused to force the leaders of peasants’
association to be an exemplary to the mass. Toetfiféxt, the cadres imposed the leaders of
peasant association those who had the power tdalddimuse of their own. Any form of refusal
and opposition against this program led to harstighument both physically and economically.
Therefore, peoples were forced to live in the néassby abandoning the former with proper
planning. The peasants anger was began to mafdiasie in working hard and productivity.
The regimes’ handicapped program proved to beengffe when the government by itself failed

to provide the villages with public services amiended:??

In early March 1990,Colonel Mangistu Hailemarianrn@mced a package of economic and
political reforms, which implied among other thingsm end to what Africa Confidential
characterized as the ‘deeply un popular policyfofced villagization*** Generally, nearly all
the Darg’'s progamme in Wallagga in general and Guuto GMidaiadain particular resulted in
culmination of bitter hatred against the adminitstra The big shift in favor of the OLF
particularly in Wallagga is said to have come agsult of the protracted conscription of the
army, the deep resentment against the prograntseafesettlement and forced villagization, as

well as closing of protestant churcHés.

pid
*4pid

1%Etana Habte.p.158
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During theDarg regime, Guuto Gidd&varadapassed through different changes which resulted
in the new political and socio-economic programe Tiitroduction of various programs in many
areas of thewarada the land reform proclamation, the formation ofagent association,
producers’ and service cooperatives came into bémnte initial year of the new regime’s rule,
peasants’ favor was common. However, peasantseoféinadadid not accept the introduction
of producers’ and service cooperatives. Above tilg introduction and implementation of

villagization program made the people tired ofégime’s serious rul&®

General Consequences of the State Farm in the Guu@idda Warada (1974-1991)
Wallagga was one the fourteen provinces of Ethiofmpire, located in the western part of the
country. The territorial extension of the provirafethe time was estimated to be 68,800 square
kilometers. Therefore, Wallagga Province ranks thidlom the total area of the Empire. Based
on the data from Central Statistical Authority Plagion Projection of 1975, Wallagga had about
2, 0004,700 populatioff’ The land in formerly called Wallagga State Farmbbeed diversified
fauna and flora. It was a lowland plain with an mdtant bush, bamboo trees and savanna grass
land. Its very name was Handaq (the tropical faiest where the prominent men and the feudal
lords conducting hunting for wild animals for difémt purposes). Handag was the source of
commodity items such as civet, cotton, ivory anddywhich is said to have strengthened the
muscles of Bakare Godana and his grandson Kumsadda@imply to defeat their rivals in and

out. It also served as the best trade items in®ieentury long distance trad#&

128nformant:Darge Gudata and Amanu’el Dabalo
12icentral Statistical Authority, Population Projentof 1975. p. 205

128vallagga Agricultural Enterprise, “The minutes ofat® Farm in Wallagga held on March 11-12”
(Nagamtee, 1990) pp. 1-10.
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The indigenous plants grown in the Handaq tropicegst were: Bambo, Butuji, Ejersa, Lafto,
Homi, Sombo, Qilxu, Arbu, and Gatira, Makanisa, 8sah and Wadesa. The scientific names of
the above mentioned plants were listed in chapter. ¢landaq was also the home of wild
animals like lion, leopard, python, buffalo, deehinoserous, wolf, epotamus, elephant,
crocidles, monkey, Columbus, apes and etc. Wall&}lgte Farm was the largest State Farm in
Western Ethiopia. It came in to being as a redultand to the Tiller” Rural land proclamation
of No 31/1975.At first it began its routine work time Dhidhessa Valley which has been called
Fexan Ersha LimaThe fastest State Farm).This farm was situatduigrnvalleys of Dhidhessa

Malka-sade (the three fords of Dhidhesa) to the efasngar:?°

Guuto GiddaWarada had also accommodated the largest share holdseofidt phase of
Wallagga State Farm sites which comprises;DhidBedao,Bareeda,Angar and
Keenaaf,Lookoo, Ukkee, Horro-Halaltu, Waamaa antc&a’aa. From these State Farm sites
only Fincaa’aa had succeeded to be exempted duthetopreoccupation of the area by
hydroelectric power generation. Among the previglasllagga State Farms, five of them were
found in Guuto GiddaVarada They were; Keenaaf, Lookoo, Ukkee, Horroo-Alaltand

Luugoo*®

Emblematically, Wallagga State Farm was the no gouent sponsored institution which was
led by corporation under the banner of proletan&trnationalism, but it was monopolized by
the Darg officials. The Wallagga State Farm was also calleittle Ethiopia,” because the

workers worked under the farm were from differeattp of Ethiopia with different social status

12%0romia Forest and Wildlife Enterprise Wallagga InfarEast Wallagga District Nagamtee annual report.

13%yallagga Agricultural Enterprise, “The minutes ofat® Farm in Wallagga held on March 11-12”
(Nagamtee, 1990) pp.1-10, Informants: Ayala ModBaaje Marga and Hailu Hirpha
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and ethnic backgrounds. The main mechanism fouitety unskilled labor was hiring and or “a
semi-voluntary” participation known a&emechgCampaigi. The earliest workers recruited by
the State Farm were unemployed Youth whomDiaeg called Adagagna Bozone or Wamane
(the Dangerous LumpenS) and were supposedly anti-revolutionaries and pes® from
different parts of the country. For instances, phisoners of WallaggaY@ WallaggaMaramia
Betetoch is said to have cultivated crops on 205 hectaresand it owned in the lower
Dhidhessa by the labor of prisoners. Others weNvVatlagga State Farm escaping the peasants’
rebellion against landlords since 1974.Later onjl&gga State Farmworkers became the best

producers, skillful technicians and plant&ts.

It is said that, the plan ofDarg’s re-distributing of the land to those who were edgeposses
the land was aimed at confiscating the State Fanos the previous feudal and royal
families!®® The strategic location of Nagamte town, the adstiative center of Guuto Gidda
Waradawas important sinceit served as a center for @teSFarms in Wallagga. As a result,
Guuto GiddaNvaradahad much more benefited from the output of the farhere was sufficient
food supply in the area. Wallagga export ceregbsm@broad, fruits and vegetables to the central
market. The farm brought market stability in theaaand to the neighboringaradas There was

no problem of food shortage in thvarada**

13l arl Distinguished between the true proletariat Andpenproletariat “Which in all towns forms a mass
quite distinct from the industrial proletariat...thés and criminals of all sorts living of the garbagf society.”
Dereje Hinew.p.288

132\Wallagga Agricultural Enterprise, “The minutes ofa® Farm in Wallagga held on March 11-
12"(Nagamtee,1990)pp.1-10,Informants: Ayala Mosiaraje Marga and Hailu Hirpha

33nformants: Figadu Kitila, Daga Gojor and Dassaag&a
B4bid

96



The price of crops was too cheap and one can eaf§ilgd at a fair price. For instance, in 1989,
one quintal of maize sold for aboutld®, while sorghum sold for 35 Ethiopidmirr. However,

as soon as the farm got declined, the price ofquirgtal of maize and sorghum was raised to 600
birr and 800birr respectively. In the five big State Farms foundGinuto Giddawaradg there
were about 18,747 workers and 27,936 hectaresndfwaas under cultivation. The school, clean
water supply pump, and higher clinic used to séineepeople in thevaradathis date, was the
wealthy of Wallagga State Farm. The people those dd been under the State Farm said to
have learnt many lessons and earned experiendesaofo conduct modern agriculture, how to
keep himself and its surrounding from such epidedisease lik€Qarxasa( Tse Tse Fly) and

malarial®®

Above all, the socio-economic interaction betweachsworkers of different ethnic background,
religious affiliations and cultural practices wasy intense. They lived and worked together and
shared values among themselves. Then after vegydbinteraction, one began to learn one’s
own culture such as language, religion and marriggetices>° In addition, many of them
became drivers, physicians, combiner, tractor, gJogeader operators, chief mechanical,

accountant, lawyer and technicians.

Wallagga State Farm also played the pivotal rolproducing skilled man power in thearada
To mention some of the beautiful buildings stilnseg the people of thevarada found in

Nagamtee are; nowadays, New Generation Universitie@e, Wugagen Hotel and the former

33bid
139nformants: Bayu Bido and Kabada Mashasha
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Tractor Assembling Factory, which is this date, M@da University Business Enterprises and

Workshops Centers are the belonging of Wallaggte $arm**’

Eventhough, it showed some positive achievemenits atrly stage, Wallagga State Farm also
brought about enormous negative consequencesnbtance, as a result of State Farm, many
endemic animals and plants were demolished in tinet@sGiddaWarada Different types of
animals were migrated to the neighboriwgradas The former ecological system has been
changed because of deforestation. The disintegrafi®allagga State Farm was a separate and
spontaneous that worsened the livelihood of itskexa and their family for displacement. The
reason that made Wallagga State Farm’s phase-ount fine other state in the other parts of
Ethiopia was said to have been left behind its wgrkvithout any form of due consideration and
arrangement for their future life. For instancenirthe total workers of the farm, about 18,747
workers lived in Guuto Gidd&Varada such as in Lookoo, Keenaaf, Horroo-Halaltuu and
Luugoo gabales’ state farm. When the workers of the State FarmeHasen displaced and
exposed todanger situation, there was no altem&i@pt for theme and even their willingness

was not asked®

Frankly speaking, the existing government by itgalfe deaf ear rather than intervening in the
issue and to seek immediate solutions before élass the entire social and economic crisis
that has been occurred. The decline of the farmialbebrought the living condition skyrocket,

hungry, dispute, poverty, unemployment and popataéxplosion. Due to farms phase-out, the

B\wvallagga Agricultural Enterprise, “The minutes ofa® Farm in Wallagga held on March 11-12”
(Nagamtee, 1990) pp.1-10, Informants: Ayala MosBaraje Marga and Hailu Hirpha JC. Aggrawal, Plufwscal
and Sociological Base of Education (New Delhi, 996167

138Dereje HinewAgriculture and Environmenp.128.Informants: Fikadu Kitila and Oljirraa Dtk
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Wallagga which was formerly supplier of varies edrerops, fruit and vegetables to the central

market conversely become consumer of cereal dropscentral market.

Generally, the decline in Wallagga in genral,GuagtddaWaradaresulted in people’s economic
and social, crisis and depilation of natural resesrwhich leads to miserable poverty life, low
output and production, population explosion and swa&ndard of living. The main performers for
the decline of State Farm in the Guuto Gidbdlarada;were the corrupted officials, deceptive
managers and embezzlers to serve self absorbeddnalis and to accommodate the interest of
dependent investors of the State Farm, who weridithemselves behind the screen of the
disintegration occurred. The State Farm which eggddse the disintegration, its achievement by
the end of the 1990/91 was seen twenty one milgommtals and ninety-eight thousand

employmentsof labor and earning four million pernins>°

The absence of prominent investors’ vis-a-visa aleswce of dependent investors, who took the
farm lands of the former Wallagga State Farm, befhind thousand of disintegrated related
families from the state farm helpless. The so-daliependent investors used equine (mule,
donkey and horse) as draft animals and casual defjotheir relatives as well as friends.
Dependent investors systematically undermining uh@y of the former laborers create job

opportunity for illegal settlers, because, theyeoéfl them with less amount of paym#fit.

At the beginning of our discussion, Wallagga Stagems, we mentioned that Guuto Gidda
Warada accommodated the largest portion of the Farm dnfiite qabales such as Lookoo,

Keenaaf, Luugoo, Ukkee and Horro-Alaltu. The regiawenched large farms in the valley with

13%The Minutes of the State Farm in Wallagga held @rd¥ 11 and 12 (1982, Nagamtee), pp.18
149%Cherinet Waqwayya, Nagamtee Urban and Local Goventi@trategic Plan,

1996-2000(Nagamtee, 2003, pp. 36-43
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the confident belief that technology would transfoagriculture. The faith in technology was a
simplification that targets the transformation @fvieonment by and for agriculture. Yet, the
evidence offers a different story of the state frraperation that caused environmental

degradatiort**

In March 1982, the meeting was held by the membérthe Angar Valley State Farms, to
evaluate the agricultural performance of the pradacyear. According to the minutes of the
meeting, the restraints that undermined the efimyeof the State Farm in the Valley were
attributed to management, agronomic and environahepitoblems**? Dereje confirms the
history and specific nature of the Angar-DhidheSsate Farms shows the major features that
James Scott indicated for the failure of large escdévelopment schemes. From the very

beginning of the failed in planning and prove to iescientifically optimistic about the

possibilities for the realization of large farmslgroduction.

From its first place, the State Farm challengedrianagement problems, Dereje indicated the
major drawbacks that affected the performanceaiégarms were lack of administrative system
and skilled manpower for farm operations. Agrictdtudevelopment is not only measured
merely the result improved farming systems andadahiction of modern agricultural inputs rather
how far these were applied and managed by theedkdks well as skilled responsible workers.

Therefore, one of the principal limitations of tsiate farms in Wallagga in general and Guuto

“pereje Hinew,Agriculture and Environmentin the Angar-Dhidheessaa Valley, Western Ethiopia
(c.1840-2010), Department of History. Addis Abalmvérsity, PhD. Dissertation, 2018, p. 295

142The Minutes of WADE held at Nagamtedagabit4, 1975 E.C., EWARO, “Ya Wallagga Ersha Limat
Atekalay, Yasira Huneta Gimgema enna Wusane,”Filé512/25
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GiddaWaradain particular emanated from prototype of admimistm that prevailed up to its

phase-out dat&*?

The environmental challenges were also the otheétlebeck that contributed to the final
breakdown of the project in the Guuto Gid&#arada. There were frequent reports that indicate
the environmental related constraints that the fdrad encountered in its history. Those
constraints were said to have been mainly attribtibesoil infertility, natural phenomena like
either excess or shortage of rain fall, hailstoand windand crop damage from wild animals,
pest and crop diseases are top listed in termeofiégree of their effects on the success of the
farm. The report reveals that how these naturablpros posed difficulty for the crop

productivity and its storage as well as the workeesformance:**

The major implication of the state farms sufferingm inefficient administrative performance
and agronomic practices meant the project was m@t position to tackle the environmental
barriers in the production process. The combinatiosoil erosion due to deforestation and soil
acidity resulted in failure in productivity. Thegeoblems emanate from the absence of pre-
project scientific study on the soil implies thedeawareness of the agricultural practices relevant
to the nature of the soil in the aréaAs the study conducted in 1987 on the nature birsthe
Valley indicates, the content of organic matters Wagh while more than seventy five percent of

the top soil was identified to be strongly aciditigh erosion accelerated by high rainfall and

“Informants:Kabada Galata and Mokonon Galan.|Winéi establishment of WADE, “Fetan Ersha was
administered by a committee involving the adntiater of the province, thawrajahead of Agricultural Office
of the Province and head of the Valley Agricultubavelopment

“Ibid
“Ibid
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slop nature of topography brought soil degradasiod disappearance of leaving only ironstone

and very shallow solif*®

Generally, the principal constraints that paved wagy to the final decline of state farms in

Wallagga in general and Guuto Gidd&radain particular was attributed to both management
and environmental problems. The case of managssaés emanates from absence of scientific
investigation before the beginning of the farm byokledgeable professionals about the
implementation of the farm. While, the problem tethto the environment was deeply rooted in

the natural barriers that lowered the crop proditgtt*’

In spite of its significance contribution in traoshing agriculture, the state farm faced a
criticism for causing environmental deterioratiofhe criticism was not a groundless, but
emanates from the viable environmental costs otalgural development. The environmental
deterioration in the Angar Valley was attributed ttee state farm employed large-scale
deforestation and in appropriate application of eradfarming implements intended to bring
about rapidly increased production. In the movadbieve the desirable goals, the state blindly
intervened in to the Valley, for agriculture led t@chnology damaged natural resources without

considering the socio-economic disruption goingemccurred?®

In his plan of implementation, the state disregdrtige socio-economic nature of the local
population within the valley. Consequently, thehtigf local society to use from the valley
resources was alienated. It also damaged the pewature of human survival and non-humans

on the basis of life of the inhabitants. Environta¢megradation in thevaradais uncovered

149 Fitzthum, “Fertility Study on State Farms of Wajga Agricultural Development Enterprises,” (Addis
Ababa, 1987).p.14

“bid

“8nformants: Balay Yadata, Wagqgari Mosisa and Ayelfa
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reality since the extent of forest coverage isesmtly reduced, soil erosion is abundant and the

deterioration of wild life resources.

The establishment of state farm in the Angar Vattaysed disastrous deforestation and forest
resources. Within two decades of the state farnrabip@, the Valley witnessed tremendous
physical changes in terms of vegetation coverapes Was happened when historic vegetations
and forest resources degradation occurred duestbufge amounts of forest land transformed in
to farm land. The deforestation reached its clinra4984, when the expansion of state farm,
settlement on the larfd? In addition to the above mentioned actions, Eeeg regime also
deployed large-scale settlements in the Valley #stalated to forest clearing project for
agricultural land us&® Among the most agricultural mechanization was degradation. In the
earlier years of state farm operation, the degralatas never considered in the general belief
that since the land was so fertile for the momigatproductivity would be permanent as it is. By
the 1980s all things has been changed and whatdhope never been materialized, when the
earlier ‘Fetan Ersha reported that productivity had declined. All tgs began to be changed
from its earlier nature. The land misbehaved witeget old, addicted and required what the
Tesema has called “bribing” i.e. the applicatiorcleémical fertilizers to promote productivity of
the land**'Based on the available report, in 1984, the state$ converted more than forty

thousand hectares of forests land, grass landsatidnds to farm lands?

149«ye Biherawi Abiyotawi Yemirt Zemechanna Ye Ma'keli Plan Teklay Memiriya, “Ye Biherawi
Wutidrina Agelgelot Maseltegna Tabiyawoch Ye Irdhimat Yizotawochi na Yewodefit Akitachawochi Tinat,
(Addis Ababa 1976 E.C), P.116

5%Dereje, Agriculture and Environmenp. 316

Tesema Ta’a, “Bribing the Land...,”pp.1-18; Informsribawit Seqata, Baacaa Dhugasaand Itafa Oljira.

152The total expenditure for Machine and Labor forade$tation fromHidar 1 to Senel976 was 380,727
Ethiopianbirr \WADE Report,Megabit4, 1975 E.C., EWARO,"Ya Wallagga Irsha Limat AtklgaYesira Huneta
Gimgema inna Wusane,” File n0.6512/269.Dereje. .31
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This indicates how much the government strategissnatched with the real environment. The
regime failed to consider the nature of socio-eaa@s well as the natural environment and its
consequences before simply rushing into the impteat®n of the project. Generally, the state
farm implementation has long lasting consequenced/allagga in general and Guuto Gidda
Warada Even if it has success, it also adversely agféthe environment (deforestation and soil
degradation), wild life endangered (Failed to cowsevild life), disrupted the socio-economic

condition of the local people. It's phase-out th#tibuted to constraints like environment and
maladministration created the chronic economic sowal crisis among its workers in particular

and the local people in general in various aspklife.
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CHAPTER FOUR

Socio-Cultural and Economic Developments in Guuto (8da Warada

Like the Oromo people living elsewhere in Ethiopauto Gidda peoples have their own
culture, history, values, customs and heritagestfhgct their identity. The people of therada

are composed of different social stratum. The drtiit mark the social status are age, gender,
economic, ethnic background and kinds of work.Geltean be defined as the characteristics and
knowledge of a particular group of people, encorsipgs language, religion, cuisine, social
habits, music, and arts.Therefore, among many cultures of the peoplehef Guuto Gidda

Warada only few of them will be discussed in this study.

Marriage Practice in the Warada

Types of Marriage
The Gadaalaws of Macca Oromo, known as Mako Bili, set lawgarding the socio-cultural life
of the People. It includes laws of marriage. Adoag to the law, the young, strong enough boy
and girl should marry to deliver strong child. Te¢teldren should never dearaamuu(taboo) i.e
marriage with relatives is strictly forbidden andrse. To get strong and healthy child, they
should count their ancestors until twelve.They $thonarry out of the clan. The person who
broke this law is brought t@daatree by his clan and will be beaten by sayatigsawa taate
(You became cattle).You by passed the law. Latenewas forced to leave the area. Regarding

this the Oromo have the following proverb:

YInformant: Gamachu Warqu and Olgaba Disasa
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Oromo Gloss
Nan gaana’'e | became shameful
Akka Nama fira fuudhée Like a man who got married to a relative

In the Oromo philosophical view or tradition, mage among closely related groups by blood is

considered taboo, locally calleimii or haraamuuand cause infertility or birth of dwarfs.

Marriage is a universal social institution thatide$ a mating relationship for the founding of the
family. It is a legally and socially sanctioned amibetween opposite sex of one women and
man. Nagari Lenco elaborates the types of marr@getices referringto the Ethiopian Civil
Code of 1960s, suggested that marriage types nanyl Marriage (marriage by law),
religious marriage and customary marridgehere are about four major marriage practices

among the people of Guuto Giddéarada

llaallannaa fi Nagata
This is the most common type of marriage practie the process is mostly conducted between
the two families having a daughter and a $dagatais the most respected and loved marriage
practice among the Guuto Gidda Oromo. The procéssich type of marriage practice began
with the choices of the two families. But, the tand the girl did not know each other until their
families reached on the final decision to arrangeriage relation with each other. Then after,
the family of a boy who wanted to have marriagatreh with girl's family began the process by

sending elders to the family of a girl.

In the first step, the elders send the messagedghrown messenger to the relatives of the girl’s

family saying that Waan Coqorsa gabannee gara mana keessanii dhufasufi gabana

Informants:Marga Inkosa and Balay Nagash
®Informants:Nuguse Mulata and Dhaba Garba
“*Nagari Lenco, “The Cultural marriage Practice infiast Wallagga,”’Nagamtee,1998,p.5
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keessan bulchadhaaThis means that “we are on the way to your homdihglcogorsaa(wet

grass), please do not distinguish the fire at ywame,” on the date of the occasion will take
place. As the girl's father heard the message,rtiers his wife to ferment the barely to be seen
on the day the matter takes place. On that daywfil not be distinguished. On the appointment

day, the elders will go tothe girl’s famify.

The girl’s family waiting for them preparing foodhé drink for the guest, inviting the neighbors
and relatives from near and from distant to pgéte on the occasion. When the elders sent
from the boy’s family arrive at the home of thel'gifamily, they welcome and guide to sit in the
house for the geusts. After a while, the elder wame from the boy’s family givesogorsato

the girl’s father saying; “We are coming to younimto request you, please give us your young
daughter Qarree to our young boy@eerrog.” The father of the girl replies that, “please si

down we received th€ogorsaayou brought in honored manner, we never gave suglter to

you but:
Oromo Gloss
Milkiituu isiniif kenne, the fortune gave you
Abjuutuu isiniif kenng the dream gave you
Karaatuu isiniif kenn& the road gave you.”

This implies, it is the luck that gave you the dateg. Look if the barley at the girl's home fail to
ferment, if the dream from both families about the of the boy’s and the girl’s future marriage
was not good and if the elder from the boy’s fangityng to the girl’'s family came across with
evil encounters such as sick man, blind, the cogfutead person, noisy sound of wild animals

like apes and bush back, the engagement procedd woube successful.Then after the above

®Informants:Amanu Kabada and Magarsa Jiregna
®Imformants:Cherinet Waqwaya and Gamachu Warqu
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events were concluded, the prepared food and griesented to the invited guests being blessed
by the elder from the side of the girl's family. Thafter food and drinks feagjatiin garaxaa
(Money for occasion) was put on the plate. Thenelders from the boy’s and the father of the
girl's signed an agreement and appointing the datsedding ceremony to take place and the
marriage will be conductelth most cases, this type of marriage practice setan the interest

of the two families, without considering the intsrref the boy and the gifl.

Hawwii (Based on Consent)
This type of marriage practice in timaradais conducted only with an agreement between the
two parties (boy and girl) without the knowledgetlodir families. The main cause of this kind of
marriage practice is attributed to social problesugh as personal, social, family and economic
background. This is urgent and secret without ttiervention of the third person. It will take
place based on the consent of the two, when thiéynféove and fearing the refusal of their

families if heard the issue.

The other factor that forces to insist on this tgbenarriage is the economic status of the loved
boy, i.e. if the boy is economically inactive araildéd to pay thejaraxa (bribe). The situations

that made the fertile moment for thawwii type of marriage are market place, forest (when th
girls collect the fire wood), harvesting, schooblyhday ceremony and go to a river to fetch
water and washing clothes and in midnight whenfémilies get sleep. This marriage practice is
said to have been important for some reasons;, Riisteconomical, since it minimizes the cost
of wedding ceremonies. Second, it established basethe interest of the girl and the boy

without the intervention of the third part, it b®led to be amore strong marriage ties. The

"Ibid
®Ibid
*Ibid
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problem may be complaining of the two families tos&g such marriage practice since it is

established without their knowledge and intef&st.

Sabbatmarii
This type of marriage practice is known for its emgy from among the process of marriage
practices. The main groundfor this type of marrisgyezhen the boy seriously falls in love with
the girl and the family of the girl had higher stthan the boy’'s family and not to admit to give
their daughter to the poor boy. Another alarmingseafor this type of marriage is if the married

person lost his wife by death.

At this time, the man or the boy who wanted tompéne girl rose early in the morning before
day break and go to the girl’s family house andasdhe gate of the door followed by visually
impaired, dwarf, leper and a person with one ledpeWthe day broke and girl’'s family open
their door the best man and elder of the grouprimgtdn to the girl's father house firstly
conveying normal greeting, then sayingraa waramanaa: Waagayyo isiniif haa howwatu
jedhuu, jaamaan, duudaan, dinkiin, qurciiniifi naafisiniif hin dhalatiin, hin gogiinaa, hin
hiyyomiinaa” This means, leWWaagaa(God) listen to you, do not bear blind, deaf, dwéeper

and disabled. Please give your daughter to out%son

Then after, the father is havingdiscussed the igstiehis madam and since this is the worrying
taboo to the people’s traditions of the area, thethreach on consensus to give the daughter
without asking her interest because; the dauglaemb any right. This type of marriage practice
is some what harmful particularly for the daugtgeiamily; first, it forces them without any

material or psychological preparation.Second,thegteer will suffer more since it is unexpected

Oinformants: Gizawu Ababa and Tasfaye Mosisa
Hbid
1bid
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event occurred without the consideration of her taleor physical maturity and readiness. But
nowadays, this type of marriage practice abondebedause of the expansion of modern

education that gave awareness to the commity.

Aseennaa

This process of marriage practice happened wher ia ghatured enough or got pregnant before
marriage (at her family’s home) and falls in lovethwher boy friend and he has no any
preparation to marry her. This also happens sonestivhen there are competitions among two
girls to marry the same boy. In this circumstanbe,boy may have some sort of communication
with both girls secretly. Then the two girls sudpbe relation, they soon enter in to competition
among themselves. There may be also an agreemvedrethe boy and the girl to do so.This
will happen when either of the two families hatée tboy’s and the girl’s relation. On the
occasion, the girl collect a plant fruit callittlii (Salanum marginatum) in her dress and proceed
to the boy’s family home. After she reached thehe enters in to the boy's family salon and
standbehind the pillar of the house. Later on sidck is the symbol of fertility, they cannot
refuse to accept her. Then the girl will be welcdrbg the boy’s mother and taken to a kitchen.
Right from that day on ward, the boy and the getdme wife and husband. The problem of
such marriage practice is that, the girl has nograw exercise her right, since she came to his

house without his interest. The boy can marry agrotine’*

Butii (Abduction)
Abduction was also another type of marriage pradticthewarada In this marriage practice,

the boys with his friends’ waits and kidnap thd gihom he wanted to marry by force. In this

Bibid
YInformants: Habte Ayana and Mosisa
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process, his friends assist him in carrying anctgihg him against any form of conflict from
among the relatives of the girl or someone else Gdy and his friend kidnap and hide the girl
either in his relatives or the nearby house. Thisoh using force may emanate from either the
girl's disobedience to marry him or her family’sfusal to give the daughter to the boy.
However, nowadays, this type of marriage pracscagbiandoned since it is regarded as one of the

harmful traditional practice which violates huméaghts >

Socio-Cultural Values of Virginity (Durbummaa) among the Guuto Gidda Oromo
Culturally, virginity is highly valued and holistamong the Oromo people. The same is true for
Guuto Gidda Oromo in which girl are forbidden tovdaexual relation with male until marriage.
Girls are highly respected among the Guuto Giddan®@r They are calledarree.They should
not speak loudly, walk quickly and lonely to colldade wood, fetching water or go to the
market. If they do on the contrary of the aboveuga) they are considered as rude. If a girl has
lost her virginity at her father’'s home, she wil feriously beaten on the wedding day. Then, she
will be resent to her family tied to a donkey wiliame. The presence of virginity is realized by

blood. This blood is said to have confirmed thenage ties. The Oromo says:

Oromo Gloss
Kan dhiigetuul Theone that bleeds,
Namaaf dhiig&® Bleeds for others.

If the girl proved to be virgin on the wedding ddlge boy will fire a gun. Blood should be
displayed on the pieces of white cloth to all faesiland guests patrticipating for the witness of

her holistic evidence. Then, every person on tleasion gets happy and sing saying:

15¢ i
Ibid
¥Informants:Birqge Gobana and Barsisa Tufa
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Oromo Gloss

Baga gammaddanii  Viva, you got happy,

Abbaaniif haati ishee  Her father and mother

Gurra deebiste intalli ~ She boosted you by retuning the glory
llilchaa lammiin isheg Let all her relatives give thankswaaga
Gaa’ela milkii haata’'d’ Let it be everlasting couple or wedding.

This indicates that how much the virginity had hyghbrecious valued in socio-cultural history of
the Oromo in general and Leegaa Nagamtee in phkaticlio the contrary of such beautiful
culture the Oromo had had in the past, nowadays saons and the values are getting declining

due to the invasion of foreign cultures.

Socio-Cultural and Economic values of Coffee andncootee

Coffee
Oromia is known by its coffee plantation and prddut Guuto Giddawaradais also well
known by coffee production commonly known by itatd name as Nagamt8einnaon the
country level® Coffee was said to havebeen introduced to Led&apmmtee from Harar by
DajjazmachKumsa Moroda. Before the Slogan of “Our Green Ga#dgiven to coffee at the
national level DajjazmachKumsa Moroda was well awared about the value ofeeoin socio-
economic development and advised the people tot phen coffee. He has said to have the

following about the people who planted the coffed those who refused to plant;

Ybid
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Oromo Gloss
“Warri Buna dhaabes Thosewho planted the Coffee and
Warri Buna hin dhaabiinis Those who did not plant the Coffee
Walumagixxeeboo'u’® Cry equally.

This implies they are equally stimulated by cofféke Leegaa Nagmtee Oromo used to say to

encourage coffee production and its importancekss:

Oromo Gloss

Buna dhaabneen Kuburii If planted Coffee it i&uburi (respectful),

Itti soquun kudha Afurii Its care and wedding is every fourteen days
Dhaabbanneenis Kuma Afurii If planted four thousand,

Maalitti goona ija Afurii It is useless to plant only four Coffee plants.
Kuburii Lagadhaabeen As | plantedKuburii (Types of coffee) in the forest
Kuruphii FardaYaabee | bought a horse to ride.

Buna dhaabeen balbala | planted coffee near house,

liIman dhalche galgaf® | got the son in my old age

Coffee has tremendous socio-economic values anten@tomo people. Informants reveal that,
the Oromo and Coffee have intimate relations, statt from birth and lasts until death. To call
strangers and neighbors to once house for any thedjrst behaved (cultured) kind of calling is
(they use to say)ottaa Buna Dhugaditerarily “Come on and Drink coffee.” The eldassert
that coffee has multipurpose like for blessingome generation, to avoid boredom. The value
of coffee in strengthening social relation is swdhave been very great. Peoples are coming
together when they drink the coffee and discussaladlut their socio-economic problem and
success. Therefore, it is on this occasion thay thee to search a solution together for their
difficulties. Buna Qalais the popular cultural food among the Oromo imegal and Leegaa

Nagamtee in particular. It is made up of coffeehviatitter on the occasions such as birth day,

¥\bid,pp.75-77
#|nformants: Dassalegn Tolasa and Wagqgari Tuli
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wedding and other ceremonfésGenerally, coffee has tremendous socio-econondccaltural

values among the people of tvarada.

Ancootee (Genus Coccina and Species Abyssinica

Ancooteeis an Oromo name for a vine with an edible, pot&e tuber mainly cultivated by
Oromo women in Wallagga and Illubab@r. It is an annual trailing vine belonging to the
cucurbitaceous family which is a drought resistarer. Locally, it is known agncooteein
Afaan Oromo (Genus Coccina and Species Abyssjiitca a major root and tuber crophis
crop is indigenous to Ethiopia, originating partaly in western Oromia. Historically, it is long
known by the farmers’ mainly cultivated for its &arbus fleshy root. There are about ten similar
species of Coccinia in Ethiopia; however, o@lyccinia abyssinicés cultivated for human
consumption. Though, it is a major traditional fadp of the area, but not produced widely in
the country?® It has cultural, social and economical valuetfe farming communities of the
warada.The Ethiopians depend mainly on cereal crops ad.fidowever, its productivity is very
low due to lack of attention and awareness as agelack of adoption of the famers and limited

research to improve the productivity.
Economic and Nutritional Values ofAncootee

Ancootees mostly known in western Oromia particularly inalldgga as a cultural food. It is

believed to have served as both cultural food ardiomes for human beings since it contains
high quantities of nutrients like crude fiber, miot calcium, iron, zinc, magnesium and
potassium.These essential minerals have myriaddicd! roles. Some work in enzymes, protein

“tools” that make possible many critical biologigatocesses. Others enable blood to carry

Hnformants:Engida Ayana and Darajje Mokonnon
#Zpbera Balcha, “Ancootee: an endemic Tuber Cropfitan Journal of Plant Scieng@013),p.1
0romia Regional Agricultural Bureau,Training ondsotee Production Practice,Adama,June, 2016.p.57
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oxygen to the body's tissues; strengthen bonedestl; help cells grow and repair themselves;

or keep the heart beating properly and blood cesigul?*

It is said to have witnessed as it is rich in Ziacnineral that is vital for healthy growth of teet
and bone, help in such cellular activity as enzac®on.Muscle contractigmerve reactionand
blood clotting classified as and trace elementst Raending of broken bones and displaced
joints. It also helps to reduce the problem ofmita ‘A’ deficiency nutrient contents in the leaf

is higher than that of tuber significant contrilous toward food security, income generation,
provision of food energy, important role in thetdd the people. Its tuberous root was used as a
cultural food in western part of Ethiopia, durirgetcelebration of the founding of the true cross
(Meske).?® NowadaysAncooteds getting popularity in different part of the ey and serving

as a special food in restaurant and hotel in wegtart of the country in particular. It is usedoals

as foods for animaf&.

Specialty of Ancootee

It is important for the following reasons: Firstlihere is no disease recorded on this crop.
Secondly, its storability is simple. Thirdly, & produced withminimal inputs: low soil fertility,

acidic soils, tolerates drought and produced uitdercropping with cereal<.

% Oromia Regional Agricultural Bureau, Training okncootee Production Practice, Adama, June,
2016.p.15
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Production System

It is cultivated in areas between 1300-2800 metbm/esea level (m.a.s.l.) and annual rainfall
ranges between 762-1016mm is more suitable f@raductivity. It is propagated vegetative and
by seeds. The maturity date of the plant is after fo five months from planting, depending on
environmental conditions. The plant dies after filugt have matured. The optimum harvesting
time is in Octobef® The underground tubers produce new shoots airthet of the wet season.
Under this conditionAncooteds harvested manual in using simple hand toolsntkeehanical
using harvesters or diggers and cleaning, sorigngding, packing and storaging in-suitable
place?® It can be prepared and consumed in different wikgswat, porridge and others.
Therefore, this crop has different values as natral, cultural and economic among the Leegaa

Nagamtee Oromd’

The Hidden and Shrouded role of Artisans in the Guto Gidda Warada

Traditional hand craft works were the bases of gnoand development in any country in
general and Guuto Gidd&aradain particular. Hand craft works have been practiceithe rural
areas of Macca Oromo since ancient times. Wher¢baomic activities of the local people in
Wallagga were depending on the pastoralists, tled n&the products of artisans for the society
was limited. But following the transformation ofettpastoral livelihood into the agricultural
economy, craft work products were said to have lheginly demanded in large quantities by the
farmers of the period. Especially in thethléentury the travelers’ accounts mentions in the
central and south western part of Ethiopia inclgdiMallagga and Jimma provinces, agricultural

tools were produced and used by the farmers. Therraations made by artisans and whose

“bid
Z|bid
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agriculture in thevaradaand its surrounding area has depended on the @sodii craftsmen.

The basic parts of agricultural tools were made@bd and iron working?

These agricultural implements made by artisans wndii (beam), marasha(ploughshare)
hordaa (stilt), waanjoo(yoke), gonyee(sheath/mourn)hudhaa(leather strap)babattegpair of
wooden wings)harkisaa étring), which bind the beam and the yoke togeth&rst the above
mentioned agricultural tools were the products ahdmade objects of the artisans.They are

made of locally available resourcés.

As informants’ remarks, the role of the artisand #meir hand-made objects were extremely
associated with the livelihood of the Leeqaa Nagant®romo in general and Guuto Gidda
Warada inparticular. The requirements and desires of tailiood of the people depended on
the artisans products. Even they strictly raised eaen the life was impossible without the
objects made by skilled craft workers. Their mantifees were very important as agricultural
input (implements) and out puts, vital for secuptgtection and used as main commercial items.
They were also important components in culturagm@lis ceremonies for hunting and many

other purpose¥’

Artisans who lived among the farmers of the coustdg and the town have thus produced tools
that satisfy the need of the people for the agiiical implements and house utensils with fair
price. Therefore, the farming activities and cefonomy of the area were interdependent since

the beginning of ploughing the land and continue@ughout the 19th and B@Centuries in

ziMohammed Hassaithe Oromo of Ethiopia: A History 1570-18§@ambridge, 1990), p.130
Ibid
#Informants: Dabalo Galata, Nagari Gutama and Di@gdrano
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presentday Wallagga. They exchanged their produlctd they produced in thearadaand sold

them at Nagamtee Market at Bakkee Jama, the foBmda center oAbbaGada Jama Maka®.

The Position of the Craftsmen among the Communitiesf Guuto Gidda Warada
History reveals when th&adaasystem was functional, there was no discriminatbetween
artisans and non-artisans. Thada laws of Macca Oromo knownas Mako Bili, set laws
regarding the artisans and gave them great attefitiaccording to the law of Makoo Bilii, the
workers of pottery should be guarded by the nadiad their place of finishing products (burning
place) of pottery should be far away as sevengnhkdters from the home. Any class of Oromo
should secure and protect their blacksmiths whaywe spear for war, knives, bridle and other

tools for various works and tanners who made sbiéld

In the early days, theGada system did not allowattisans to posses land. The intention was to
keep them continue working on their crafts. If thewned the land, they would become
independent farmers and it was expected that th@yldvabandon craft. In general the sub-
merged groups such d@amtuu (blacksmith), duugduu fanners),suphee dhooftuifpotters),
wayyaa dhooftufweavers) andnuka sooftuwood workers) did not have right over the land
atall. These groups provided the Oromo warriors sadety with various significant tools.
Generally, why the gada set this law was not gnsitize these social classes and from the view
of inferiority but also not to lose those skillfahen3’ The artisans’ contributionsin socio-

economic development in Wallagga in general andt&@iddaWaradain particular are rarely

¥Krsten Detlev, “The Economics of Hand Crafts in dit@nal Societies: An Investigation in Sidamo and
Gamo Gofa province, in Southern Ethiopia, Afri&ndies 79,(Munech: Weltforum Verlag,1972),p.1

%Cherinat Wagwayy&eenaa Lammii Uummata Oromo Wallagijagamtee, 2003,pp.51-52

*Dirribi DamiseQromo Wisdom in Black Civilizatigfinfinnee,2011, pp.285-288

¥’Boshara Jarbo,“Land Tenure System in Limmu distietthwestern Wallagga, “c.1870-1936,BA.Thesis
,department of History, Addis Ababa Universty,1984
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revealed and their early history has been shroud@dystery not less than that of non-artisans

Oromo in thevarada®

As it was common in different parts of Ethiopia,maal labor and craftsmanship had negative
outlook among the communities of Guuto Gid&#arada.The negative attitudes towards such
works and crafts workers had also created greab-®odtural and economic barriers between
artisans and non-artisafts.Lambert Bartels pointed out that, the artisan® whelt iron and
prepared iron tools were called t@asntuu (lit.blacksmiths). Those who produced the leatbfer
different kinds from animal skins were calléhqii (lit.tanners). And those who made cloth
from cotton threadshemmawere known asShemmaanedlit.weavers). Accordingly, the
craftsmen especially blacksmiths, tanners, weaaedspottery makers were segregated and were
considered as inferior groups to the non-artisanroanities. They were subjected to all forms
of marginalization and discrimination among thegdeavhom they lived in. The blacksmith and
tanners were given the name ‘evil eye and were h#ded by others. Informants confirmed

Bartle’s description of someof the Oromo sayinggarding this despised groups as follows:

Oromo Gloss
Obboleessa laga gamaarra having brother from the remote area.
Faagii olla ofii Wayya it is better to be the neighborhood with

faaqii (is essential)
Faagjiin duuggaa dadhabdeSaree ariisaadhdt¥hen a tanner has felt tired of scraping,

He/she goes to chase the dog.

3 ambert Bartels, Oromo Religion: Myths and Rites\Wéstern Oromo of Ethiopia, An Attempt to
understand (Berlin: Dietrick reamer Verlag, 1988)d p. 185., Informants, Tadasa Amantee and @fe Jabana.

*Bula Sirika, “Traditional Pottery Making in West W\agga; With Special Emphasis to Dongoro Disi: An
Ethno-Archaeological Study,” Department of HistawW,A.Thesis. AAU, 2006, p.68

“‘Lambert Bartels,p.185., Informants, Tadasa AmanteeGfbarre Jabana
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The above quotation shows that, the tanners weire ehespised. That is why; the local non-
artisans did not consider their work as an impdrtare. Hence, they throw pejorative words
against tanners and discouraging them with a lategfative consequences on their products.
Informants recall that, non-tanners refrained thedues even from using the goods once used by
the tanners. They also claim that, if the tannexduacup it must be thrown away or kept
separately. This had happened due to the belietigiag a cup once used by tanners would lead
to the removal of teeth from non-tannés.

The so calledumtuu (blacksmiths) were social group, considered asriof groups in the
society and were not allowed to undertake marrigg® or alliances with other clans of the
waradaunder study. Regardingmtuy Bartels also reminds that, their girls were bidaubut

had low social position in the community. The giolstumtuuwere given various names that
degraded their positions. Bartels has mentionedesofmthose were common among Macca

Oromo as follows;

Oromo Gloss

Tumtuun quufte overfedTumtuu

Gaanii jiidhaa yaabdee Climb wet pot,

Utuu hin cabsiin buufi Withdraw without breaking or causing

(damage) implies degraded social status.
In addition, the people also used to say:

Halalee durba tumtuu, Naturally, the blacksmith’s girls were unstableheir character

Akka isheen bifa tolitf But they are very beautiful.

“Ubid.,Informants: Hunde Garba and Abbaba Taddasa
*nformants: Duressa Gajo and Biftu Dinagde. Larnlge185
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The above saying of the ndamtuuOromo reveals that, themtuugirls were very beautiful.
However, they were saidhalaleé which shows the girls were sexually supper. Ifdsidden

for either Faagii or Tumtuuto married to non-artisans outside the clan. They abliged to
marry with their respective clan only. This medomtuuwere obliged to marryumtuu and
faagii were also forced to marfpaqii. There is also a form of social superiority anffiority
amongfaaqii andtumtuuthemselves. In this case, thentuuwere said to have been better than
faaqii in their social status. In this casaaqii were the most despised of all social classes in the

warada. Tumtus did not marryaagii and vice-vers&>

The tumtuuwere not allowed to speak in the meeting on bebfalthe country and they did not
participate in ritual ceremonies with ntumtuu. They were also not allowed to go to war front
with nontumtuu The reason behind this was a belief that theyewensidered as men of bad
luck. This inferiority offaaqii andtumtuuwas shown in the non-artisan’s statements quated a
follows:

...Blacksmiths are not allowed to partake...In the mgki

oflaws, since they are iron smith, if they woulcken¢he law,

people would start beating each other.Weavers dneays

moving their hands, if they would make the law, gheple

will grow unstable and continue to, get skin digeand start

scratching their skitt?
From the above quotation, the statements withoutsarentific justification reveal themselves
and it seems that the ntwmtuuand nonfaaqii social class purposely prepared and fabricated
the mythical discouraging statements against suttaas. The life of these segregated class of

the society challenged over the year by such jargdtor instance, the tanners and the

blacksmiths in thavaradawho were able to educate their children had giwerthe works. In

“Ibid
“Lambert Bartels,p.189
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addition to the degraded place that was reservethém by the community; the fact that their
work was tiresome forced many of them out of tipegvious work. Missionaries had tried their
best to teach that both artisans and non-artisengqual.Hence; the believers understood that,
both tumtuuand faaqii are humankind that such discriminatigaisst them was minimized if

not totally eradicatetf

But in the case of marriage taboo, the teachinghef Bible with the attempts efforts of
missionaries did not bring an end to this discretion. Even still today, it is impossible for
tumtuumales to marry notumtuugirls in the countryside and the same for féeqii. If one of

the male or nonemtuuor nonfaagii married with them, the male is cursed by the inedatand
they discriminate both husband and wife from tlssicial lives. Even though, some attitudes
towards artisans are considered inferior at the eh@d" century, thanks to the modern
education expansion through the country, peoplgatine attitude towards the artisans was
minimized if not completely alleviated.Forms of &sgation in many ways were seriously
reduced and the people of Guuto Giddlaradaare living together with artisans in nearly equal
status. However, both tHaaqii and thetumtuudid not want these names; rather they preferred

to be calledbgeeyyii(artisans)'®

In the feudal era, hand craftsmen were badly stigea by the feudal lords and non-artisans,
calling them with derogatory words such &saqgii-wonzagimi (Who polluted the river
water)Shemandgweaver) restless and personally unstable graigsiadBlack Smiths)anatsi
)47

or minaxi (wood workman) andghekila seri(potters):” Therefore, Haile Sellassie period was

marked every person with sharp tongue than to iéuskn art. The proverb related to this and

i:Informants: Dabalo Mokonon and Teku Nuguse
Ibid
“Informants: Gudu Waqwaya and Tolashe Olgaba
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the then time was;Ye ijji barnet, ye af bilxinat‘illiterate in handcraft but the best orator.’
Therefore, the only requirement for any purpose @s to talk humbly before the nobles and
gentlemen having clean hand and white collar buttim® hard working maff Generally, Art
was not encouraged rather it was neglected duni@dmperial era. This was the manifestation of
backwardness that the working class was highly maliged, despised and segregated while the
talkative individuals were honored. These formsefregation among non-artisans Oromo and

Oromo was a chronic disease that much hamperediamdntled the unity among the Oromo.

Public Service Development in the Guuto Gidd&Varada

In spite of its historic and strategic importanod @ven if various reforms were introduced after
thel980s, in the fields of socio-economic and stfectural developments that would provide
public and private services which includes schaallth,pure water supply,electricity and road
transportation for the society were very low inl\dgga in general and Guuto Giddéaradain
particular?® In fact, when compared to the othesradasin Wallagga and East Wallagga Zone,
Guuto Giddawaradais better in terms of infrastructural developméritis is due to its strategic
and long history of administrative center for west®romia>® For instance, the only and old
aged hospital now called Nagamtee Referral Hospitdl other big private hospitals and clinics

are found at the center of therada.

Regarding education, thanks kéootii Kumsa Moroda, for the welfare of his people trigd h
best to eradicate illiteracy by teaching the comityusve if it was church education. The
missionaries also contributed a lot in educatirggltital community by opening mission schools.

Besides these, the big institutions like Wallaggaversity and Nagamtee Teachers Training

48(1h;

Ibid
“‘East Wallagga Zone, Communication and Public Rel@ureau 2006 annual report,Nagamtee,p.11-13
*Guuto Giddavarada Public Service Office Report
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College, Technical College with other private Umsrees and Colleges are also found in the

warada®!

The most infrastructural problems in thisradaare road transport and electric power. Except
the major road that passes through Nagamtee Towwn Finfinnee or Addis Ababa to either
West or Qellam Wallgga, it is possible to say tliatre is no road. The peoples in the rural areas
are suffering a lot.Pure water supply is more @slgood thanksto Soorgaa dam and Hadya
Dams that are the sources of water for NagamteenTiowparticular while the case of local
people remained at a periphery. The electric paueply also mostly remained in the town. It
never reached the rural populatiBrLack of these services is attributed to maladriiaiton and
absence of good governance. The population of \§gdlan general are perceived and blamed
by the government entities as not being always |lagathe government. The people are
suspected of being the supporters of oppositatigs in generallikeABO (OLF) in particular.
When people ask the government bodies to provideb#sic facilities or public services, like
schools, pure water supply, road transport andiheahters; their immediate response is always
“Let the OLF or CFO provide for you, so go and &s&m.” This shows that the successive
regimes of the two governments were giving morenditbn to the political loyalty than

providing basic facilities to serve humanity.

This sort of maladministration merges from corrdptéficials who are appointed at different
positions. All forms of corruption are being com@it without any fears neither the law nor

God. They are very confidential to commit corruptidhey do it as corruption is their legal

51 h;
Ibid
*nformants:Namara Gudina and Tolera Waquma
531hi
Ibid
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right. Furthermore, embezzlement is the type ofuguiron that dwarfed the service provisions in

thewarada>*

The government have the generally belief that mlog socio-economic developments is
unnecessary to these people since they opposeotiogep. Our informants confirm that, the
government made very tragic act on the psycholbgnakeup of the society in that; much has
been done to break even the unity of the peoplMizgensaaMember of the ruling party).
With political calculation, the unity among the caomnity was dismantled. Brothers and sisters
began to suspect each others. The one who wastaedmd the membership of existing
government may benefit. The nature of infrastrietuaries in both quality and quantity even
between rural and town. The rural population isrtiest marginalized or discriminated sections

of the society than the urban dwellers. They arg valnerable to what all what has been Said.

The other main reason for the low level of develeptof public services in thearadawas the

low level of income of the inhabitants individuatly in groups people were unable to get social
services. Additionally, the annual budget allocabgdthe Imperial government was more than
the annually collected income from the&rada. These in general brought about low level of
infrastructural development in thgarada. Despite this; relatively some changes came into

being during théarg period.

Economic Activities and Forms of Labor Cooperationin the Warada
Agriculture is the primary economic activity of GouGiddaWarada®® But agricultural sector

has not provided yield as much as expected. Thssdua to backward farming technique, lack

*Ibid
*bid
*Guuto Giddavarada,Agricultural and Rural Development Office, anntegort of 2009, Nagamtee, p.12
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of seed selection and improper land managerieht.relation to this, Tesema described it as the
basic agricultural implement was the oxen-drawnopplemented by hoes and digging sticks.
A man, who did not possess the oxen, usually pledgimother person’s land in return for the
use of the animals for his own plot. Many peasanrhmunities mostly relied on their own
household labor, but traditions are consistent thate has been a great deal of cooperation in
social and economic affairs among the local comtguRilowing, harvesting and cattle grazing
were done in most cases through community cooperzti The techniques of farming have still
remained in its traditional form or had not yet hémproved and showed any progress among

the people of thevarada.

Even though, thevaradais rich in large amount of arable land that carubed for agricultural
production. Most of the of ruralpopulation of tharada except those who have economically
improved are still living in cottage houses whiek enade of mud,wood and thatched roofs. But
most recently, in some areas it is being transfdriméo corrugated houses if not all. These
transformations of cottage house into corrugatezspamong people of tiearadaseem to have

been an indication of the improvement of fife.

Guuto Giddawaradais located at the center of agriculturally prosperoegion abundant with
variety of grains and livestock production. Raifl i sufficient in thewaradawith conduicive
environment and land features from plain to mounteanges.The climatic condition is

hospitable for habitation with varied wild animdlgt attracts the attention of many fortune

57hi
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**Tesemahe oPolitical Economy of Western Central Ethiopa95
*Informants: Camada Oluma and Gudata Tolassa
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seeker$? Subsistence form of agriculture is still the meahsivelihood for the people of the

warada,mainly in the in the moderate climatic area.

Forms of Labor Cooperatives in theWarada
The Oromo had traditional common Cooperative foohsabor exchange. The Macca Oromo
did not much feel happy to eat alone, go to maskene and live alone. Rather, they prefer to
sustain communal way of life, especially for thegaration of land for farms. They bushes for
crop cultivation and the slash and burn it in tlemmon socio-cultural group institutions like

Qorree Daboo, Daado@ndMaaldhibdee™

There are different cultures of social welfare (wiog cooperatively) among the peoples of the
warada particularly in the rural area. These labors amganized mostly based on traits like
religion, social, economic and politi€s. Like other peoples in Ethiopia, the Oromo have th
culture of supporting each other in their socitd.liThe same is true for the Leegaa Nagamtee
Oromo who owned and practiced such a beautifulicailbf co-existence among themselves and

non-Oromo ethnic groups. To mention few among them;

Qorree
This kind of social labor cooperative is common amahe people of thevarada It wil be
organized by well matured young meQeerrog which may include strong enough persons

among the peasants. The cooperative is to be fobbasedd on the interest of all members. One

®Guuto Gidda Agricultural and Rural Developmenti€¥f annual report of 2009, Nagamtee, p.12..,
Guuto Giddawarada Investment Office

®Bartels, Lambert,197Babo A Form of Cooperation between Farmers amtmgMacca [Oromo] of
Ethioipa, Social Aspects, songs and rituals irthfopology.70 (5-6):p.889...Informants:Olani Abdi a@@nate
Dabal.

®2AkililuTilahun, “Working organization in the East &llagga Administrative Zone,” Nagamtee, 1994.p.9-
10.., Informants: Tolasa Alamayehu and Dhugasa Baqga
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can be admitted to the group regardless of hiseorgknder i.e.Qarreg young girl could. But
the compatibility may matters; since it is orgadizem the selective able individual's based on
hard working ability. The member is composed ofdbgix to ten men. The nature of these
social cooperativesis carried out early in the rmgmight before the sun gets hot mostly up to
two to three hours. The local worQprreeby itself refers to the time when it is gettingccdue

to the absence of sun early in the morning. lieisvieen the sun rise and the dark nfjht.

This is mostly conducted on the harvest seasonsadéy, wheat, oil seeds suchas nug and
sesame. By their nature, these types of crops asitlyde damaged unless safety harvested in
moisture. This implies that, the nature of the srigodetermined the harvesting time. Otherwise,
those crops can simply and dispersed their seetle iharvesting is done in the midday. The

presence of moon light was more desirable for theess of this worf

Daadoo

Daadoois a form of alarge reciprocal cooperation on éd¢erans between the smaller numbers
of people who work in turn for each ottféit rotates among thBaadoomembers and involve in

a feast in the form dBuddeenadlinjera), Farsoo (Tella)and Daadhi{teji), inaccordance to the
member’s economic performance. It is commonly knasvaocial cooperative among the rural
Oromo of thewarada It is composed of about ten to twenty individudt is conducted during
peasants’ critical time for harvest which has bleastened by the fear of rain or over maturity of
the crops. It is also necessitated when the crigesat once and when the farmers get busy for
harvest. The major intention behind such commuaityperatives is to save the crop from bad

harvest that may becaused by unseasonal rain &ed atural calamity. It is unique from the

®3Informants;Dilgasa Dhufera and Daadhitu Hirpha
®Informants: Dhaba Kabada and Daraje Kumsa

®Bartels, LambertRabo, :p.497
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other community cooperatives by its urgency charetics in which peasants are eagerly
working to get relief from tension of harvestingasen®® Therefore, Daadoo is the best
waypracticed to expand their agricultural land émdtreate a sense of competition among the
societies. The members Dhadoodid not discriminate the sex. Mostly, it includsehior elders
and children owing to the members who participatdée cooperation should have to be efficient

workers and competent.

Daboo
Daboois the day’s cooperation organized occasionallytHerpurpose of ploughing; clearing the
farm land, wedding, harvesting, house building atietrs. These forms of social welfare are also
witnessed by their peculiar features. Unlike themier ones, it is based on the interests of the
participants’ i.e the voluntary support without egpng any form of credit later on. It is aimed at
assisting each other. The number of participantg exaeed one hundred some times. Food and
drink are prepared based on the economic statas ofdividual. It is done in most cases for the
communities who have a working difficulty due toccsd and other problems such as old age,

orphans and widow¥.

Maaldhibdee
The Oromo of thavaradaalso have the tradition of giving hands to somewhe for reasons
beyond his or her control like sickness, death ffamily member, imprisonment and militia,
and maternity of wife fails to cultivate. This kiraf social generosity to help the weakwhich

isbased on their interest is locally calledhaldhibdeelt does not involve any request of the

®Informants: Qanate Kumsa and Bagala Qana’a
¥Informants: Wayitu Gojor and Gamade Gojor
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household to be helped. It does not rotateDamdoa® There is also inter-household
cooperation and it is another form of cooperatiefdetween the relatives or family or clan

members helping each other for their close reladioth farming expansicti.

These community cooperatives are beautiful hisdbrdand cultural legacy that the Oromo had
been using to overcome their own socio-economiblproswith their unity since ancient times.
Therefore, one can learn from this how much thepjgem the past were aware of the value of
working together to solve any problem than runnimdjvidually.The Oromo has a lot of saying

about the importance of unity and encouraging cadpeness as follows:

Oromo Gloss

Walii f galan It is only if there exists an agreement amdregdarties.
Alaa Galan It is possible to get home safely.

Loomiin iji afurtamni Forty fruits of lemon,

Nama tokkoof bahaadha It is a heavy load for an individual person,

Nama afurtamaaf garuu taphadffaBut it is an enjoinment for forty persons.

This teaches us, it is possible to overcome anklpno cooperatively. But, the one who is living

alonewill be challenged.

Ethnic Relations and Interactions in GuutoGiddaNarada
Guuto GidaWaradais inhabited by people of different linguistic, smeconomic, cultural and
ethnic backgrounds. The main inhabitants ofwlaeadainclude the five ethnic groups such as

the Oromo, the Amhara, the Gurage, the Silte amd Tigre. They had socio-cultural and

®8|nformants:Ayalu Bagala and Gammachu Mokonon

®AsafaTolera, “Ethnic Integration and Conflict: tbase of Indigenous Oromo and Amhara Settlers  in
Aaroo Addis Alem Kebele, “Kiramu area, North East®allagga, Addis Ababa University: M.A Thesis, 599
pp.88-91.

Informants:Baqgala Wirtu and Adugna Adula
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economic interactions among themsel{/e€Ethnic relations can be considered in varioussvay
in different parts of the world. The nature of telaships could be either positive or negative.

The negative aspect of ethnic relations, howewarlccinvite conflict among therf.

The Interaction between the Oromo and the Settlers the Warada
Culture is one of the tools through which peopkeract with each other. The relations between
the local people who claim ownership of the land aattlers who demanded the access to land
determined the extent of resource use. This kinohtefactions created battle for cultural clash
between the parties. At the very beginning, when nthmber of settlers was small and their
effect on the environment was not realized, thati@hs between the local peopleof theOromo
and the settlers appeared to be good. The locain@read wellcomed the new comers’ and
gavethem emergency supports in ways such as cotisgythe house, supplying kitchen utensils
and different working implements. There had beemriange between the settlers and the local

peoples’?

The basic tie between the local Oromo and theesstdis well as self-organized settlers was
share-cropping. Such ethnic interactions in wWerada were developed since the Walloyyee
settlers in the Angar Valley in the late 1960s. Asnall of the Walloyyee informants recall that
the Oromo had assisted them by giving them ploumgmals on rotation basis and granting them
seeds for their farms. However, in due course mifidue to the Walloyyes and Gojjames
expansion of their lands by different mechanismough their own motive illegally by

destroying forests for plow cultivation and livestoherding were declining of their animal

"'East Wallagga Zone, Communication and Public Retaiureau 2004, Annual Report, Nagamtee, p.23

"?Tsega EndalewConflict Resolution through Cultural Toleranegp. 14, Mengistu Geremew,A history of
WambaraWaradap.70

"InformantsSheik Abdurahaman and Fatuma Aman
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population and consequent impoverishments in theosnding highland and the lowlands

severely’*

However, following the large-scale settlement angdegnment favor to the settlers created gap
between the two in th@arada The number of settlers increased through settieseheme and
villagization and collectivization. The system als@ade settlers owners of the land while the
local people were separated from the resourcesttbey to use for centuri€s.Then after, the
interaction between the Oromo and the settlersetumto conflict and competition over land and
gabaleadministration, church land and natural resouregsetion from the beginnin@. In the
year 1980s and 1990s conflict between the Oromothadsettlers steadily increased through

time. This was mainly caused by environmental,sociltural, economic and political factdrs.

Regarding the environmental influences of the aettithe local people complained that, the
migrant-settlers had indiscriminately cut down &rée clear land for farming. Then the local
people had resented such acts for they said thaftfatted their economic life and dietary
diversifications. Not only had their beehives degtd when trees were cut down, but also they
were only left with few trees on which they hanghiges to produce honey. The migrant-
settlers in turn, acknowledged the falling of tré&eslear the land for cultivation, but they did so
selectively, leaving bigger trees untouched. As tmoment, sizeable proportion of the original
forest cover has been lost, due to the continuoasegs of migration and settlement in the study

area which in turn changed the entire environmettiéwarada

™nformants: Dalasa Midhaksa and Ife Dhinsa.
hid
"®|hid
hid
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One of the fundamental causes of conflict was thmahd from settlers which disturbed the
local culture and identity. First, the settlersuieed the ‘christening’ or ‘renaming’ of places in
the different parts of th&arada totheir ethnic identityFrom the beginning, they used to change
place names in the area they settled. In factag an old tradition to rename place names where
Orthodox Churches were constructédlhe new event particularly in the post 1991 in the
waradawas the trend that the occupation of uninhabited lay constructing churches and the
remaining areas. In this coverage of projectsetders occupied vast tracts of land in the name
of churches that also served as core centers fipl@eearching land. One of the justifications
given by the migrant-settlers for the change andifivation of the place names is their failure
to pronouncing properly local place names. The roihehe identification of place names with
newly established churches in almost all the végthey lived in. Then the local people resented

the migrants’ decision to construct churches withbair knowledge?

Informants revealed that, the act of settlers nge the identity of the places was motivated by
bigoted attitude of the settlers towards the Iqmapulation. The local community considered

such move as a reflection of historical bias of Amas against the Oromo. The migrants also
considered themselves as if they were superiohéddcal population in terms of language and
culture that created and widened the pre-existiag that hampered the positive interaction

between the ethnic groufs.

Apart from the settlers- host relations with lopabple, the disagreement between the settlers of
different origin and social position in tearadawasthe major socio-cultural crisis. This is eve

dent between the Walloyyee who were predominantlyslivh and sponsored settlers and the

8Informants:Efa Wayessa and Korre Adaba
79 i
Ibid
8Informants:Jalgaba Kabada and Darge Dheressa
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Gojjame Othodox Christians self-settled farmersndée the inter-ethnic relations between
Walloyyee and Gojjame have economic and socio-allteasis. In terms of access to the land,
the majority of the Walloyyee get land throu§igsegacollectivization, villagization and left
through resettlement. Most of the Walloyye estéigiisthemselves on their own land, while the
Gojjame had no land and arranged most frequentirestropping with the Oromo. The
Walloyye had obtained land from the Oromo not as$ ¢i Gojjame share-cropping; rather resort
to obtain land from the lease agreement with thEme. Walloyyes considered the resettlement of
Gojjame, as a major threat to the green areaseofvéinada Their ethnic-interaction takes the

form of competition, cooperation and conflict aattbf Oromo and other all settléfs.

In terms of socio-culture, the relation between thejjame and Walloyyee was restricted
because of their religious affiliation.Social intagion particularly marriage was limited because
of religious difference among the local people #mel settlers to8’ Therefore, since the 1980s
and 1990s, the limited social relations shifteaccdoflict because disagreement and the conflict
on the access, use and possession of the landtlagdresources. Such divergent socio-cultural
setting among the settlers and the local peoplsethunregulated land use and environmental

degradatiorf?

The settlers perceive their status in the areasitlence sayingyasawu agar sawu’g man in
another man’s country) oyasawu agar sidatagna’a(refuge in other man’s counjryrhey feel
that, whether they continue to live or not dependhow much they succeed in maintaining
harmonious relationships with the Oromo.Therefdhe driving force behind their need to

establish close and friendly ties with the Oromaoiggain security to continue working on the

pid
#pid
®Ibid
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land. They had no confidence to li¥&The government defends their interest if any serio

threat comes from the indigenous communities.

Most of the time, the settlers first served as stwaoppers with the local community or early
Amhara settlers, who in most cases were their alatives for a couple of years or so before
obtaining their own plots of land for farming. Evénthere were some times interests of
conflicts, the Oromoused to live harmonically arehgefully in close contact with these ethnic
groups who inhabited in the different of areash&fwarada. The Oromo and the Amhara had
longer period of contact relatively than other éhgroups inwarada. Their contact is traced

back to the Gojjame advent, the Shawans and latengl the Darg settlement scheme; state

farm inhabited in the northern low land area ofwseada®®

The Gurage and the Silte are mostly living in tbert. They depend on trade. It is difficult to
know date of their first contacts with local peqpiee Oromo. But, they have been interacting
with the Oromo for a long period of tinf&There were also positive aspects of interactions
between the ethnic groups. They have trade confélses Gurages are well known in commerce
and thus trade developed positive relations aretastion among them. Therefore, since they are
merchants they stimulated the trade activities e tvarada From various traditional
institutions, important inter-ethnic relations eget in thewarada In thewarada, inter-ethnic
marriage practiced among the Oromo, Amhara, Gurddes, and Tigre peoples regardless of

ethnic background’

8Q0ljira Tujuba, “Oromo-Amhara Relations in Horro-Gud Awraja, Northeastern Wallagga (1840-1941)”
M.A Thesis Addis AbababaUniversity, History Depagtmy, 1994, p. 97.
:Zlnformants:Bayana Gobana and Figadu Fufa
Ibid
8 Abulrasaq Mohammad and Hawi Tasisa

135



Unlike the interaction between the Amhara and tlgird, the Oromo-Gurage and Silte relation
was not this much problematic or there was no aindih the land ownership since the Gurage
and Silte were mostly traders. The Oromo people thadculture of accommodating, living
peacefully and harmoniously among themselves ahdrsi Since the initial period of their
contact, the Oromo had developed various methodsljiesst and live with the societies of the
warada Therefore, the nature of the ethnic interactiorGuuto GiddaVaradahas been both

positive and negative characterized by cooperatrahconflict.

The Leeqaa Nagamtee Oromo had experienced diffégeal of socio-economic and cultural
developments under different system of governa@eeito Giddawarada,the central part of
Leeqaa Nagamtee had also passed through diffecemb-economic, political and cultural

achievements that reflect its stage of historiealaliopments.

®Ibid
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Conclusion

The study concentrated on examining the histor@wiito Giddawaradabeginning from 1941
to 1991. It attempted to publicize by reconstrugtihe history of thewarada giving more
emphasis to local developments depending on thesotaces and a few archival materials.
Guuto Gidda Warada has to be remembered for being a center of majstorital
developmentsand its legacy of stiff resistancerayahe Italian colonizers which the agents of
the colonizers faced heavy causality both matgretid interms of human life at a place called
Boonayyaa Moloo. It is also rich in both man-maade aatural historical relics, tourist areas

such asMootii Kumsa Moroda’s, Wallagga Museum, Soorga Dam, até.e

In the post 1941 period, the imperial regime ma@gomchanges in the fields of administration
economic spheres of lives of common people anclites of thewarada.The major aim of re-
establishing strong centralized political power awhfirming the government’'s economic

foundation was to attend dynamic tasks of existidigninistrative as well as land related issues.

Regarding administration, the Imperial governmdmpught consecutive administrative re-
organization that attempted at controlling the adstiative system in centralized manner. This
enabled to make easy the realization of the egd#ixation method in a better organized and
simple ways. These attempted administrative chahgdseen observed in the study area. The
study investigated the prevalence of administrapirggudice during the imperial regime. Guuto
Gidda Warada administrators did not appropriately put into awtithe principles and orders
forwarded from the central government and exploitedresidents. In addition to this, there was
taxation burden on the local inhabitants duringithperial regime. The taxation burden brought

various problems in thearada
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The restructuring of administrative system suciiaglay GezaandAwraja in order to reduce
tax but their effort remain fruitless. The admirasbrs were corruptors. The study looked into
the overthrow of Emperor Hailasellassie | and thrergence of the succeeding regieyg in
1974. TheDarg government started to strengthen its authoritybbiping various programs
which are linked with economic, political and sdcelated problems in national level in general
and in Guuto Gidd&Varadaspecifically. Among the programs of tiarg, the land, reform,
which was the main question that brought the reimiuand down fall of the imperial
government. Therefore, thBarg responded to the peasant requests by introdutiedand
reforms, peasant association, cooperatives likagymers cooperatives, service cooperatives, and
literacy campaign. Nevertheless, the inhabitantsthef warada were antagonized these by

policies.

While in the implementation of these programs, ¢owernment faced objection from local
residents, consequently it accounted to the calajpgheDarg. In general in both regimes the
socio-economic development in the Guuto Gitdaradadid not show adequate progress. When
compared to its neighboringaradas Guuto GiddaVarada isrelatively better in infrastructural
developments which started in the post liberatieniga, showed some improvements in both
regimes. Generally, although, an attempt of refotrase been made in the two successive
regimes that seem to have improved the life ofrtheoples, failed to be fruitful. Consequently,
the life of the common people remained in povetsterioration and miseries. Above all, during
imperial era, tenancy was prevailing and peopleeevarassed by over taxation. In addition
during imperial regime, the youthQg&erroo) were exploited for the military purposes. In
consequence the production capacity was declinszk 9nly unproductive group remained at

home and became helpless.

138



Bibliography

Unpublished Sources
1. Archives
A. Wallagga Museum

Akililu Tilahun, “Working Organization in the EasVallagga Administrative Zone,” Nagamtee,

1994

Boshi Gonfa, “Sakatta'a Seenaa Ummata Oromo Gadfialagga Baha waajjira

Aadaa fi Tuurizimii,” Nagamtee, 1982

Cherinat Wagwayya, 2008eenaa Lammii Uummata Oromo Wallagjagamtee
, Nagamtee Urban and Local Governmente§tcaPlan,(1996-2003),Nagamtee.2003
East WallaggaAdministration Zoneyaqoyyee Sanad,” File N0.5929/4/1946
Mulugan Walda Masqal, “Seen&eajjazmachkKumsaa Moroda (Gebreigizaber),”
(1854-1916), Qajeelcha Aadaa fi Beeksisa Godindagga Bahaa, Fulbaana, 1991
Nagari Lenco, “The Cultural marriage Practices B#atlagga,”"Nagamtee, 1998.

Shumat Adimasu,“Ya Nagamtee Katama Tarikawi Ameséeena Ediget,” Wallagga Bahili ena

Sport Mamaria, Nagamtee, 1981 E.C.

Tadassa Mechd,kur Anbassa Mihrab Ethiopidsmara 1950

139



Wagaw Hailu,"Ya shimagilewoch Afe-Tarik sibsib BdBlaMinister Qirincaf Mesriyabet”

Nagamtee, 1997

Yagadamawi Haile Sellassi€pr Timhirt Bet Tarik Addis Ababa 1950

A. Guuto GiddaWarada Administrative Office

Folder

GGWARDO, Folder No.53, File No 78

GGWARDO, Folder No. 62, File No 77

B. Guuto Gidda Warada Agricultural and Rural Development Office

EWARO, “Ya Wallagga Ersha Limat Atekalay, Yasirardtia Gimgema enna Wusdlkéle

N0.6512/25

2. Thesis, Dissertations, Reports and other Unpublistie

Unpublished

Alamayehu Lirenso, “Grain Marketing in the Post 49Revolution: PoliciesProblems and
Prospects, IfProceedings of the eighth International Confereat&thiopian Studies, |

Addis Ababa. 1984.

Alemu Shuie,"Wallagga during the Italian Occupat{@936-1941)"M.A. Thesis, Departmentof

History, Addis Ababa University, 2002

Alula Pankhurst and Ezekiel Gebbissa, “Report ondpt Tour Settlement Schemes in

Wallagga, 12 October-November 1988,” Addis Abal®86L

140



Amsalu Tamasgert,Theltalian occupation and Responses in and arounaiNgee” B.ASenior

Essay, Department of History, Addis Ababa Univgrsit83

Angelo Del Boco;The Ethiopian War 1936-4University of Chicago press. 1969

Asafa Tolera, “Ethnic integration and conflictetbase of indigenous Oromo andAmhara Settler
in Aaroo Addis Alem Kebele,” Kiramu area, Northeas\WWallagga, M.A Thesis Addis

Ababa University. 1995

Bagala GalataAssossa Awrajja: People and Local Governnie(BA Thesis,Department of

Political Science, Addis Ababa University, 1981

Bijiga Gerba, “LandTenure and Taxation System imKi Awaraja Western Wallagga, 1941-

1974, M.A Thesis, History Department, A .A.U,120

Boshara Jarbo, “LandTenure System in Limmu distdottwestern Wallagga, ¢.1870-1936),”

BA Thesis, department of History, Addis Ababa Umnsity, 1988

Bula Sirika, “Traditional Pottery Making in West Wagga; with special emphasisto
DongoroDisi: An Ethno-Archaeological Study,” Depaent of History, M.A. Thesis.

A.A.U, 2006

Central Statistical Authority, Census Result foof@ra Region.I: Part VI Statistical Report on

Population Size and Characteristics, Addis Abab8,/21995

Central Statistical Authority PopulationProjectiohl1975

CSA, Partl Statistical report on population Size&tatee1994, 1999

141



Dereje HinewAgriculture and Environmenh the Angar-Dhidheessaa Valley, Western Ethiopia,

PhD Dissertation,Addis Ababa University.2012

E.N. Vassilyeva, “Legal Basis of Cooperative Famnin Ethiopig” Proceedings ofthe 9th

International Congress of Ethiopian Studies Migscow, 1986

East Wallagga Zone Land use Administration OffAceual report; Nagamtee.2005

East Wallagga Zone, Culture and Tourism Office &irl, Nagamtee Until the establishment of
WADE,“Fetan Ersha was administered by a committ@elving the administrator of the
province, theAwraja, head of Agricultural Office of the Province amelad of the Valley

Agricultural Development. 2003

East Wallagga Zone, Trade and Industrial OBigketin, 2007E.C

, Investment Office Report, 2009

, Culture and Tourism Office Bulleniagamtee, 2003

Equar Taka,“Agrarian Reform and Social Change iridgtia since 193"BA Thesis,

Department of Economics, Addis Ababa Universityg@9

Etana Habte,"Administration of Wallagga during th2arg (1974-1991),"M.A Thesis,

Department of History, Addis Ababa University, 2002

Fitzthuml, “Fertility Study on State Farms of Waa Agricultural Development

Enterprises,”Addis Ababa, April 1987

Gebru Tareke,“Rural Protest in Ethiopia: Study diréle rebellions,”PhDDissertation,Syracuse

University. 1977

142



Geoffery C. Last, “A Geography of Ethiopia for Sengecondary School,” AddisAbaba, 1963
Guuto GiddaNaradaAgriculture and Rural Development plan Office, btith, 2006

, Communication Office, Bulletin of 3@.C, Nagamtee, 2003 E.C

, Environment, Forest and Climate Gha&aghority, Bulletin, Nagamtee, 2003

, Investment Office Bulletin

, Irrigation Office

, Livestock and Fishery Development Agency repo2@®9

Roadand Transport Authority, Annual report, Naqang908

Water, mineral and Energy Office

Jemal Muhammed, “Resettlement Program in Ethiopith \particular Emphasis on Assosa

Project, 1979-1994,” B.A Thesis in History, A.A..996

Johnn Clark Resettlement and rehabilitatio&thiopia’s Campaign againstFaminéondon:

Harney and Jones; Ltd. 1986

Karl, Distinguished between the true proletariad Aanrmpenproletaria “Which in all towns forms
a mass quite distinct from the industrial proletarithieves and criminals of all sorts

living of the garbage of society.”

Kebede Qajela, “Biography of Dajjazmach Habte Mari&abra Egziabiher,” B.AThesis,

Department of History, A.A.U.1989

143



Manyazewal Asefa, “Resistance in Begemeder, Gopawh the Wallagga,” B.A Senior Essay,

A.A.U., HistoryDepartment.1970

Mengistu Geremew, “A history of Wambaydaradag (1941-1991)” M.A Thesis, Addis Ababa

University, Department of History, 2016

Moges Worku, ‘Report on Agricultural Developmenttidities of QetoResettlement Area,’'in a
Minute of the first-Evalution meeting on Agriculadr Development Activities in

Resettlement Areas,” Addis Ababa, Ministry of Agilicre,1987

Nagaso Gidada, “The Impact of Christianity in Qell&wraja, Western Wallagga 1886 to

1941,” B.A Senior Essaipepartment of HistoryH.S.1.U. 1971

National Literacy Campaign Committee (NLCCC), 1981a Masarata Timirt Waqtawi

Zagaba,”Unpublished typescript prepared: by NLCCC

Oljira Tujuba, “Oromo-Amhara Relations in Horro-Gud Awrajja, (Northeastern Wallagga),

€.1840s-1941.” M.A Thesis, A.AU. Department of tary, 1994

Oromia Forest and Wildlife Enterprise Wallagga naota East Wallagga District annual

report.Nagamtee

, Forest and Wildlife Enterprise Walkaghbranch, East Wallagga District

Nagamtee annual report

Regional State, East Wallagga Admatisg Zone Finance and Economic

Development Department, Nagamtee, 2001, E.C

144



Agricultural Research Institute NagarfeiéResearch Center bulletin, Nagamtee,

2005

Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC), Thleallenge of the Drought: Ethiopia’s Decade

of Struggle in Relief and Rehabilitatidrcondon: HQL Communication.1985

(RRC), “Review of Drought, Reliefand &ahtation Activities for the period from

December 1984-August 1985 and 1986 Assistance Ragents.”Addis Ababa, 1985

Samu’el Mamo,“The Administration ofArjo (South East Wallaggaa).1882-1936) M.AThesis,

A.A.U.Department of History, 1998

Sisay Getachew, “Agricultural Development Policy Kiteg and Practiceunder the Military

Regime,” BA Thesis, Department of Political Sciengddis Ababa University.2001

Takala Oljira, “The Establishment of Angar-Gutinofeict Settlement Project,” B.A Thesisin

History, Addis Ababa University, 1989

Tefera Haile SellassieThe Ethiopian Revolutior{(a national literacy campaign) underthe

chairmanship of Ministry of Education

Tesema Ta’a. “The political Economy of Western @arEthiopia: From the Mid-16th to The
Early-20"Centuries.” PhD Dissertation, Department of HistorMichigan State

University, 1986

“Administration of Leqa Nekemte betwe2850-1923,"B.A.Senior Essay,

Department of History, Addis Ababa University, 1976

145



“The Oromo of Wallagga, A Historical 8y to 1910”"M.A Thesis.Department of

History, Addis Ababa University, 1980

The Minutes of WADE held at Nagamiedagabit4, 1975 E.C.

The Minutes of the State Farm in Wallagga held aard¥! 11 and 12 (1982, Nagamtee the total
expenditure for Machine and Labor for deforestaticmom Hidar 1 to Senel976 was

380,727 Ethiopiabirr .WADE ReportMegabit4, 1975 E.C.

Tsega EndalewConflict Resolution through Cultural Tolerance

Tsehay Berhana Sellassie, “Development in Land Tenwar Hararge Province (1887-

1935),"June 18, 1975

Wallagga Agricultural Enterprise, “The minutes dat® Farm in Wallagga held on March 11-

12” Nagqamtee, 1990

“Ya Fidal Sarawitwere named so by Dr. Ticker Hailu, an educatoriaddpendent thinker who

suggested to ministry of education and by launchititeracy campaign.

Ya Qadamawi HaileSellassie Tor Temert bet Takidtdis Ababa, 1950

“Ye Biherawi Abiyotawi Yemirt Zemechanna Ye Ma'kelaPlan Teklay Memiriyd

“Ye Biherawi Wutidrina Agelgelot Maseltegna Tabivaeh Ye Irsha Limat Yizotawochi Na Ye

wodefit Akitachawochi Tinat Addis Ababa 1976 E.C

“Ye Wallagga Kifle Hager,Ye Sefera Program AfexaxiéNagamtee, Yekatitl978 E.C

146



Published Sources

Alamneh MalasePeasants, Agrarian Socialism and Rural Developmerithiopia London:

WestView Press, 1987

Alberto SbaciEthiopia under Musoloni Colonial Experiendeondon. 1985

Legacy of BitternessEthiopia and Fascist Italy1935-1941, Asmara: The Red

Seapresses Inc. 1997

Allan Hoban, “Social Anthropology and Developmemarihing a Case Study inEthiopia Land

Reform Policy,"The Journal of Modern African Studjes, 4.1972

Alula Pankhurst, “Resettlement Policy and Practioe Pausewang s.etal.(BEd&hiopia:Option

for Rural Development, London: Zied Book890.

,The Administration of Resettlement in Ethiopia ginthe Revolution.” IrForced
Labor and Migration: Patterns of Movement withinriéd. London: Hans Zell

Publishers. 1989

Resettlement and Famine in Ethiopia: The Villagéxperience. Manchester:

Manchester UniversitiPress, 1992.

Andergachew Tiruneh. The Ethiopian Revolution, 19887: A Transformationfrom an
Aristocracy to a Totalitarian AutocracyCambridge: Cambridge University Press.

1993.

Bafekadu Dagefe, “Towards Socialist TransformatidnAgriculture”institute of Development

Research Seminar on Strategies for Socialist Rlnahsformation,1978

147



Bahru ZewdeA History of Modern Ethiopia 1955-197Addis Ababa: AddisAbaba University

Press.1992

,“The Ethiopian Intelligentia and tredtEthiopian War,1935-1941."International

Journal of African Studie$/ol.26, No. 2. 1993.

A. History of Modern Ethiopia, 1855-1991, Secondtigdi (London,Athens,

Addis Abab&002

Baker, J.AThe civilizing Mission, New York968

Clapham ChristopherTransformation andContinuity in Revolutionary EghiNew York:

Cambridge University Press. 1988.

Dawit Wolde GiorgisRed Tears: War, Famine and Revolution in Ethiopr@nton: The

Red Sea Pres$989.

D.Abbadie, Volume, 104l1and 1042.E.CerilliThe Falk Literature of the Oromo of

SouthernAbysinia”, inHarvardAfricanStudiesXIIl, 1975

Declaration of the provisional Military Governnteof Ethiopia.Nagarit Gazata;'A
Proclamation to Provide for the Establishment ob@rative Societig¥\Negarit Gazeta

(Proclamation, No.138, March 3, 1978)

, No. 31 of 1975, “A Proclamation to Vtte for Public Ownership of Rural

Lands,”Nagarit Gazata34/26, April, 1975

148



, No.71 of 1975, “A Proclamation to Rievfor the Organization and
Consolidation of Peasant AssociationNagarit Gazata35/15, December, 1975 A

Proclamation No. 130 of 1977

, “All Ethiopian Peasant Association Eistament ProclamationNagarit Gazata

37/1, September, 1977

,“A Proclamation to Provide for the Egtdishent of Cooperative Societjéslegarit

Gazeta (Proclamation, No.138, March 3, 1978)

Nagarit GazetaNumber 71 of 1975, a provision for the establishtrof Service

Cooperatives

No. 31 of 1975, A Proclamation to Provide for Public Ownership airBl Lands”

Nagarit Gazata34/26 April, 1975

, No. 130 of 1977, “All Ethiopian Peasassociation Establishment Proclamation,”

Nagarit Gazata 37/1, Septemb&877

Desalegn Rahmato.“Agrarian Change and AgrariansCi@tate and Peasantryin PostRevolution
Ethiopia.” Proceedings of the 9th Internationah@ess of Ethiopian Studies, I,

Moscow. 1986

“Agrarian Reform in Ethiopia; Uppsala: i@tiaavian Institute of African Studies.

1984.

“Resettlement and Indigenous PopulaifoMatakal” In the Proceedings of the
Workshop on Famine Experience and Resettlementhiofiia, Institute of Development

Research, Addis Ababa University, 1988

149



, “The Crisis of Livelihood in Ethiogia Ethiopian Development Working paper,

No. 4, Tridhim: University of Trondheim. 1988

Dirribi Damise,Oromo Wisdom in Black Civilizatidfinfinnee 2011

G. Hancock, Ethiopia: th€hallenge of Hunget.ondon Victor Gollancz, 1985

Gebre-Wold-Ingida work, “Ethiopia’s Traditional Sgm of Land Tenure and Taxation.”

Ethiopian Observer, Vol. 5. No.4. 1962

Girma k,The State and Development in Ethiofliandon: Humanities Pressinternational. 1992.

Harold G.Marcusvienelikll,Leadership in Eastern Africa’s Six Paldi Biographies,Norman R.

Bennet, Ed., Boston University Press, in his Miaogla 1.1986

J.W.Clay and B.K.HolcomiRolitics and EthiopianFamine, 1984-198ambrdge, 1985

JC. AggrawalPhilosophical and Sociological Base of Educatibiew Delhi, 1996

J.C.D. Lawrance,and Taxation in EthiopiaAddis Ababal1964

John M.Cohen and Nils-lvar Issaksadrilagilization in the Arsi Region ofEthiopidUppsala:

Swedish University of Applied Sciences, 1987

Johnn Clark Resettlement and rehabilitatiokthiopia’s Campaign againstFaminé.ondon:

Harney and Jones; Ltd. 1986

Kababew Daka, “The Role of Cooperatives in the &wtiTransformation of Agriculture,”
Institute of Development Research Seminar on $fiegdor Socialist Rural

Transformationl978

150



Krsten Detlev, “The Economics of Hand Crafts in dit@nal societies: An investigation in
Sidamo and Gamu Gofa province, in Southern Ethjopfecan Studies 79, (Munech:

Welt forum Verlag), 1972

Lambert Bartels, Oromo Religion: Myths and Rited\dstern Oromo of Ethiopia,An Attemptto

understand (Berlin: Dietrick reamer Verlag, 1983.

,“Studies of Oromo in Wollega.” Journal ofiéan Studied/ol.8, No.1-2, 1970

,DabaA Form of Cooperation the Macc&alla of Ethiopia, Social Aspect, Songs and

Rituals,” International review of Ethnology and punstics, vol.70.Miscellanea. 1975

Malhuret,Mass Deportation in EthiopidRaris: Medeccins San Frontier. 1985

Marina OttawayThe Ethiopian Land Reforrrrom Political Change to Economic
Development, In Proceedings of the Eight InternaldConferences of Ethiopian

Studies, 111989

Michel Stahl,“Capturing Peasants through Co-opeeati The case of Ethiopi&éview

ofAfrican political EconomyNo0.44. 1989

Markakis and Nega Ayele, Class and Revolution ihidftia, Nottingham: TheRussel Press.

1978

Ministry of Agriculture and Settlement&thiopia: Measures for Rural Transformatidwaldis

Ababa: Artistic Printing press, 1978

Ministry of Land Reform and AdministratipiReports on Land Tenure System of the provinces,

1967-1970 Addis Ababa

151



Mohammed Hassaihe Oromo of Ethiopia: A History 1570-1880Dambridge; Cambridge

University Press. 1990

Negaso Gidaddlistory of Sayyoo Oromo of South Western Wallagglaiopia fromabout1730-

1886Addis Ababa: Mega Printing Enterprise.1984

Paul Brietzke, “Land Reform in Revolutionary Ethimp The Journal of ModernAfrican

Studies, XIV, N0.4976

Pausewang, Siegfried. Peasants, Land and Sociedpichal History of LandReform in Ethiopia.

Wolfe Forum Verlag. 1983

Provincial Military Government of EthiopiaTen Year perspective planl984/85-1990-

1999.AddisAbaba Bole Printing Press, 1984

Richard PankhursRoad Building during the Italian Fascist OccupatiohEthiopia (1936-41),

Africa Quarterly Vol. XV, No.4, 1965

Shiferaw Bekele (ed.), An Economic History of Maadtthiopia:The Imperial Era, 1941-974

(Dakar: CODESRIA, Antony Rowe Ltd, 1995.
T.K. Omari, “Ujamma Policy and Rural Development,’ C. K. Omari (Ed),
To wards Rural Development in Tanzania. Arushat B&sca Publication. 1984.

Taklsadiqg Makurya,Ya Ityopiya Tarik: Ka #e Tewodros Eska Qadamawi HaileSelasse, 2nd

edifon Addis Ababa: Qedus Giyorgis Printing Press. 1951.

Tefera Haile Sellassidhe Ethiopian Revolutiori974-1991 From a MonarchialAutocracy toA

Military Oligarchy. London.1997

152



“The Administration of Resettlement thiépia since the Revolutighin Forced
Labor and Migration: Patterns of Movement withinriéd. London: Hans Zell

Publishers.1989

Terefe Waldatsadiq, “The Unification of EthiopiEB880-1935), WallaggaJournal of Ethiopian

Studies, Vol. VI, 11968

Tesema Ta’'a, “The Basis of Political Contradictiam3Nollega: The Land Apportionment Act

of 1910 and its ConsequencelNdrtheast African Studie¥ol.5 No, 2. 1984

“The Bonayyaa Incident and the Italiacupation of Nekemte, 1936-1941The

X1l International Conference, Ethiopian Studi&gl. 1 Japan, Tokyo, 1997

Triulzi.A. and Tesema Ta'&/a Wallagga Ya Tarik Sanadoch ka 1880 wochu isk®d6chu
(Documents for Wallagga History, 1880s to 1920s.E.Bddis Ababa: Addis Ababa

University Press, 2004

Warriner, D, “A Report on Land Reform in Ethiogig&aper Prepared for theUnited Nations

Economic Commission for Africa, Addis Ababa. 1970

153



Glossary

Ancootee
Angafaa
Arfasa
Aseennaa
Awraja
Baddaa
Baddadaree
Birraa
Bona
Butii
Daadoo
Daboo
Daga
Durbummaa
Gadaa
Gammoojjii
Ganna
Grazmach
Gult

Hawwii

Genus Coccina and species abyssinica

Elder

Spring

A kind of marriage practices conducted mainly by ithterest of the girls’

Administrative sub-province

High Altitude

Temprate or moderate Climate

Autumn

Winter

Abduction

A form labor cooperation among the Oromo people

A form of social cooperation organized occasignfdl the purpose of ploughing
Zone with cold climatic condition

Virginity

The Oromo Socio-political System

Lowland with hot climatic Zone

Summer

A military title step belowRas

Non hereditary right to collect tribute from thestréand owners

Type of marriage practices established mainly basetthe consent the girl and

the boy.
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llaallannaa

Fitwarari

Kela
Maaldhibdee
Meslane
Odaa
Qabales
Qorree
Qarree

Qolla
Qeerroo or Dargaggeessac
Quxisuu
Sabatamarii
Tagelay Gizat
Wayina Daga
Waaqaa

Warada

Type of marriage practices that established mdiabed on the interest
the families

A military title belowDajjazmach

Trading Post

A kind of social cooperation conducted to helpweak.
Administrative unit under th@/arada

The holly sycamore tree in the Oromo Culture.

Lowest administrative units below thearada

A kind of social cooperation carried out earlythie morning
A daughter matured enough for marriage in Oromae$pnc
Hot climatic zone

A youth in Oromo social structure

Junior

Marriage practices

Province

Temperate zone (moderate climatic zone)

Oromo God

Administrative unit belovawrajja
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C. List of informants.

Name of informants | Sex Age Place dbate of| Remarks

No interview interview

1 | Abdisa Cawaqga M 85 Nagamtee 05-03-201& was a teacher, but now
retired. He is an informant on
the Leegaa clans.

2 | Algu Hundara M Nagamtee 20-05-201Bxpert in Guuto Gidda
WaradaCulture and Tourism
bureau, informant on the
nature of Mootii Kumsa
Moroda’s palace.

3 | Amanu Kabada M 85 Nagamtee 28-4-2018  Elder, widfmed about the
marriage practices in Leegaa
Nagamtee.

4 | Amsalu Mokonon M 59 Limmu 04-04-2018An informant well informed
about the history of services
cooperatives in general.

5 | AmsaluTamasgen, M 60 Nagamtee He was a teaubhwrhead of
East Wallagga Culture and
Tourism Bureau. He knows th
very name of in and around
Nagamtee town.

6 | Ayalech Habte F 73 Guutee 04-7-2018 Informanthencontribution
of PAs in Guuto Gidda
Warada

7 Badhasa Namara M 82 Waayyuu | 26-4-2018 | Elder, informant on the histo

Tugaa of Bonayya Moloo.
8 Baqgala Fullas M 78 Gidda 05-04-201L8An elder well informed about

how literacy campaign was

carried out.

Yy
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Bagala Gutama

70

Ukkee

04-04-20118e was the member of PAs

leader. Knowledgeable
informant on the objectives of
peasant Associations in the

warada.

10

Bayana Gobana

81

Angar-
Guuttin

07-08-218

Knowledgeable informant on
the nature of ethnic relations

thewarada.

11

Birhane Jogora

70

Limmu

04-04-20

18he is an informant on the
people’s miseries due to the
Darg military conscription of

the youth.

12

Cherinet Wagwaya

75

Nagamtee

27-4-20

18  Hemtoand well informed

about Macca Oromo.

13

Dabala Qana’aa

78

Nagamtee

23-05-2

ODIBe coordinator of Ethiopian
Evangelical Church of Mekan
Yesus Development and soci
services Commission. An
informant on the construction

of Sorga Dam.

14

Dabalo Galasa

80

Leeqaa

Hordaa

24-05-2018

An elder and well informed or]

the non-artisans of the the

warada.

the position of artisans among

14

Darge Gudata

69

Ukkee

06-7-2018

He has beanler at
Wallagga Estate farm from

waradaand an informant on

project in Guuto Gidda
Warada
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15

Dassalegn Tolassa

66

Jireenya

1-05-2Q

18 Admkmown by coffee
production and well informed
about the values of coffee
among the peoples of the

warada

16

Dhinsa Fayisa

67

Nagamtee

05-05-2028 informant on the generous

support of the local

populations to help the settler

17

Dirribe Balo

64

Nagamtee

06-7-2018

She is imédrmed the
condition of market and the
problem related to services

cooperatives.

18

Dorsis Dhuguma

79

Guuto Gidd

a 24-04-20¥bba Gadaa, Informant on th

Darg land reforms and the
fate ofbalabatsin Guuto

GiddaWarada.

19

Duressa Garbi

67

Qixxessa

25-05-20X6h artisan who well informed

about the negative attitude
towards the artisans among tl

communities.

[72)

11°

ne

20

Galata Teso

74

Nagamtee

04-03-201

8He is an introducer at
Wallagga Museum and a
knowledgeable informant on
the construction and
development the Museum.

21

Gamachiftu

Mashasha

69

Gatama

5-03-2018

An Elder well informed the
organization of peasant
Associations in the Leeqaa

Nagamtee
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22

Getachew Galata

76

Finfinnee

06-07-2018= was born in Guuto Gidda,

now lives in Finfinnee. He is
well informed how the
villigization process was

carried out

23

Gizaw Ababa

64

Jimaatee

30-5-2018

Knowledigealiormant on
the types of marriage practice

in Leegaa Nagamtee

S

24

Gobana Ayana

1

Nagamtee

03-4-20

18 He waspallg involved in
the war and lost one of his leg
and recalls how Darg’s
military conscription was

severe ingeneral.

JS

25

Ifa Wayyeessa

58

Luugoo

06-08-2018 An investor in the Angar

Valley and well informed
about the cause of interest of
conflicts among the settlers

and the local people

26

Kabada Galata

88

Angar-
Guuttin

07-8-2018

Elder, well informed on the
negative consequences of
villagization project on the life

of the people

27

Magartu Qanate

70

Digga

03-03-2¢

18 informant on the condition
of women during Darg’s

literacy campaign

28

Marga Gobana

76

Jaarso

29-4-20

18 An inforroarthe
ceremonies of marriage

practices in the area

29

Mati Garba

80

Jimma

Raaree

02-3-2018

He is a doctor and well know

about literacy campaign
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30

Mihirete ljigu

72

Gabaa

Jimaataa

29-03-2018

Elder, worked at various
offices during the Darg. He
knows how Guuto Gidda got

its name.

31

Misgana Fufa

65

Digga

He know the Oromo paeih
song to welcomérfasa
(season) and praiS¥aagaa
their God.

32

Namara Gudina

60

Jiddaa

| An informant well informec
about the the level of
infrastructure developments in

Wallagga as a whole

33

Oljirra Ayansa

65

Nagamtee

04-02-20

118e is a knowledgeable informi
on how the Leeqaa Oromo
divides the months of the year irj

to different seasons

34

Qanate Duressa

68

Nagamtee

05-05-28was in service cooperativ

act of services cooperatives

leaders

35

Sheik Abdulrazag

Umar

M

63

Keenaaf

05-07-201

BA settler reveals the nature

the local people in Guuto Gidda

Warada.

36

Siintolinnaa Lamuu

71

Nagamtee

DAB informant on the attitude
people towards girl's education i

warada.

37

Tagagn Daagaa

74

Nagamtee|

He is vice administrator

Nagamtee town. He knows the
time when Nagamtee separateq
from Guuto Giddawvarada

and recalls about the mischievouis

interaction among the settlers and

38

Tolasa Alamayehu

62

Siree

07-5-2018\n informant with acquair

information about forms of labor

160



cooperation ar its types amon

the Macca Oromo.

39 | Tolasa Dibaba 68 Komtoo 04-03-2018 Peasant known by hon
production and an informant on
the challenges in producing the
honey in thevarada.

40 | Tuli Dhinsa 68 Burayyu 05-6-2018 Born in Nagamtee. He recalls t

problems related to Peasant
ssociations.
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