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Abstract
The main objective of this study was to assessrizier causes of divorce and its effects on
children’s wellbeing at Wereda 1 and Wereda 8,dkaYsub-city. The negative impacts of divorce
on children wellbeing in terms of economic, socipkychological and emotional were
investigated through children questionnaire andeimtewing their custodial parents. In the
process of selection of sampling sites and targgtufation different sampling methods were
employed. Random sampling was used to select sampéredas and sub-city because all sub-
cities and weredas are assumed to be having sirattaibute in the case of divorce experience.
Wereda 1 & wereda 8 were taken randomly among l@dms of Yeka sub-city. The target
population (parental divorced children includingeth custodies) was selected purposively and
snowballing sampling methods. To get the relevatd €br this study the data obtained from both
primary and secondary sources and employed botlitgtige and quantitative research methods.
Qualitative approach enabled to deeply explore tbhpic and present the findings from
participant experiences and their perception. Tdgiproach hold in-depth interview (IDI), focus
group discussion (FGD), case history and key infortrinterview (KII) to collect the necessary
data from target population. To explore the actexiperiences and perceptions of parental
divorced children the data was collected throughamfitatively based on structured
guestionnaire. The result showed as many diffexadtcomplex causes and reasons for divorce.
Generally, economic, social, psychological and éomatl problems were taken as major causes
of divorce. Failure of husbands’ giving money faubkehold expenditure and the interest of a
marriage partners to access and control over theeptcouple’s property could be mentioned
among economic causes of divorce. On regards talscause of divorce, post-marriage living
arrangement and relative interference, family nwribackground, cultural and religious
differences are the major one. From the psycholigiause of divorce, high expectation about
socio-economic success and spouse’s behavior befideging in to marriage was mentioned as a
cause of divorce. Some marriage partner had a disgm before marriage but they faced a hard
reality after marriage Economic, social, psycholajiand emotional effects of divorce have a
great impact on children’s wellbeing. Economicatlyildren are suffered from unable to get
basic needs like adequate food, clothing and edutalt support. Because some of the children
unable to get alimony from non-custodial parentéwer basic expenses. The primary social
effect of divorce is included a decline of childgrd relationship, when children received less
attention and emotional support from parents. Acaideperformances and schooling quality also
affected because of parents’ divorce. Parental diwd children suffered from different
psychological problems like: depress, upset, arfgastration, loss of confidence, and generally
they were not happy and dissatisfied with both pE‘esupport and careRegardless of its wide
range occurrence, divorce has not given attentigntie nation and other concerned bodies.
Therefore the society should prevent the prevalenckvorce and ensuring its proper adjustment
through changing the social environment in conrmgctd marriage stability.
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Operational definition of terms

Divorce: refers to dissolution of marriage or terminatiof roarital relationship.

Divorcee: persons whose marriage had been cancelled legatystomarily.

Children: according to national law; the researcher usedrut@gears old for this study.
Custodial parent: one ofthe parents who takes the responsibilities of gaher/his
children after divorce.

Children well-being: depending on countries’ economy and writers condéere is no
unique and universally accepted way of actually sueag of child well-being.
According to OECD (2009) Child well-being measutles quality of children’s lives in
terms of mental/psychological, physical and sod#hensions across dimensions of
material well-being, housing environment, educatlomell-being, health, risk behaviors.
In this study the writer used to measure childremé&lbeing based on self-reported
happiness, life satisfaction in terms of food, ftJathelter and leisure time, self-rated

health, and quality of school life.
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Chapter One

1. Introduction

1.1. Background of the Study

Family is the first social unit of organization thaas to give emphasis starting from formation
of the household. It is built up through marriadg=ginning from a couple. According to
Serkalem (2006) family formation is based on theiety life, which differs according to their
socio-economic and cultural situation. Family adthup through marriage. It is important for

reproduction, production and socializing function.

Marriage is the way through which society entersibanstitution of family formation (Makara,
2009). It is a social institution that unites peopl a special form of mutual dependence for the
purpose of finding and maintaining a family. Mageais arranged through public or civil,
religious and/or traditional ceremony. While thevRed Family Code (RFC) (2008) makes it
clear that “marriage is into which the free and fidnsent of the intending spouses” entered

through one of the three way of marriage; i.e.lcoustomary or religious marriages.

Marriage reflects the purposes, character, andomsstof the society in which it is found.
Marriage is important for a transition of socio-eomic values from old to young generation.
Marriage in Ethiopia has its own historical backgrd; “Decades of feudalism in the country
contributed significantly to the institutionalizati of the practice. In this period, elites used
marriage as a means to establish or strengthetioredhips with the bride’s or bridegroom’s
family to ensure social, economic or political bi#gsé Yisak & Camfield (2009) pointed out
that in Ethiopia; marriage often makes primarily egonomic (in terms of family wealth and

property) transition through the influence of fammihembers. Marriage is important to share

1



feelings, responsibilities, and childbearing. Efdsay that singles are incomplete without their
better halves; better halves, by design, are mesndfethe opposite sex. Thus marriage fulfills
many gaps of human needs and wants which leadsctessful life. Therefore, marriage helps
to gain in productive (for consumption and savirag)d or reproductive (human capital

accumulation) activities. Individuals decide tonfpm household and living together yields

higher personal welfare than living alone (Fafcha@Quisumbing, 2006).

Marriage remains a deep-rooted culture among tbietses (Claiborne, 2012). This implies that
the cultures and values keep marriage for long.tiHmvever, norms and cultures are not static
rather it changes with the change of global coaditMakara (2009) agreed that global changes
are affecting the world where we live in; these t@ehnological, communicative and political
situations. Through these changes; the values ofiaga becomes decline with increasing
divorce practices. According to Ambert (2009), thenber of marriage goes down in reverse
with the flourishing of most western economies; atthresulting in the flourishing of the
welfare state that has coincided with a decling¢hefrole of the family. Ciardi and Mammini
(2008) confirmed that divorce has been introducad the value of marriages has been
declined. This is also revealed by Fagan and Ciuri&@012) on the impacts of cultural
revolution which has great role for divorce in teciety.As a result divorce rate is keeping

increases, particularly in industrialized westepnrdries at its all time high.

Divorce is much more complex than it appears orstivéace. Ending a marriage relationship is
not a one-time event; it is a process that it mighoccurred in a court house. Usually, a series
of events and behaviors on the part of one or bptiuses erodes the positive feelings toward

one or the other or both. Over a period of timeg on both of the marital partners becomes



convinced that the relationship is intolerableabteast it is not working then as a solution the

marriage becomes end up (Fagan, 2012).

Societies have always varies views on marriagedavatce that they live in different parts of
the world, and are influenced by the culture thre belongs to, among other. As many research
works indicated that there are many different amehglex causes and reasons for divorce, each
of them specific to that particular marital cougiRuzzle, 2013). In general, Gersem (2006)
concluded as all the divorce experience in the avtwtlay is as a result of one of the following:
Immaturity, Infidelity, Abandonment, Lack of Communication, RBioal Abuse, Drug and
Alcohol Abuse, Ego Problem, Sexual Abuse, Joblessraist, Cultural and Religious
Differences, Crime, Incompatibility, Family Backgmd, Failed Expectations and the like.
Other researchers like Cathy (2013) categorizemtimee major causes of divorce based on her

experience:

1. Laziness: here is a misguided belief that mgeriaill make us happy.
2. Lack of Communication Skillsexpressing their feelings and openly listeninth&r spouse.

3. High Expectations: Expectations and laziness ganhand in hand when it comes to
predicting whether a marriage will end in divord¢den and women both make a lot of
assumptions when it comes to marriage and whatgeat from a marriage. These assumptions
are based on many variables and problems arise thbevutcome of marriage doesn't meet the
assumptions or expectations. Communication befaaiage can keep down any unrealistic
expectations. Therefore where communication an@&ggions are interrelated each other, they

play a role in the outcomes of marriage.



Divorce is a serious experience that affects thelevfamily system particularly its impact on
children is critical. Seblewongel (2009) pointedttdivorce is not an event happen at a single
point in time; it represents an extended transitiofines of parents and children. Specifically
children whose parents divorced are being at atgns& for psychological and social
adjustment than from intact families (Sisay, 199hildren of a divorced family are exposed
for various problems and risks. Claiborne (2012)&ted that children of divorcee are more
likely to be engaged in promiscuous (having maryuak partners), violence, crimes other
related anti-social and criminal activities.

The negative impact of divorce, continue to theltadod where adults from divorced family
found to have problem in intimate relationship amtk than those adults from non-divorced
family (Walsh, 1993). Divorce damages the societg aonsumes social and human capital
(Fagan and Churchill, 2012). Divorce also permdgeméakens the family and the relationship
between children andarents. There are different causes and reasorvimrce and its
consequences on children are not easy. Therefosestudy is focused on the causes of

divorce and its effects on parental divorced cleitck well being.



1.2. Statement of the Problem

As many research works like Makara (2009) indicated the causes and reasons for divorce
are enormous, each of them specific to that paaticcouple’s of marital relationship; their
individual experiences and personal problems. Gdliyein the same study stated that the most
divorcing experience in the world today is simitaren different writers viewed in different
angles. Those are revolving around some commaonsawhich related to social, economic,
psychological and emotional, political and cultu@nditions of the couples. Women’s
changing roles, infidelity, financial problems antmaturity are mentioned as important causes
of divorce, in contrast high-income, well-educata@men are more prone to divorce
(Balestrino et al., 2008). If women become a prgifggal in modern times, it can be a problem
while they neglect their family.

Most of the time divorce has negative impact orodiee families as well as on the society.
According to Fagan & Churchill (2012) the effecfsdivorce is irreversible harm to all who
involved in, but critical to the children. The pteims often are affecting the children even
before parents’ divorce, starting from the confbetween parents and painful divorce process
(Wallerstein, 2012). When children have got lederdion, receive less emotional support,
financial assistance, and practical help for acadenpport and encouragement. They may lose
stimulation of socialization; resulting decreasepofle, affection and social maturity of the

children.

Zinn & Etzin (1999) stated that following parentdivorce, children are encountered
psychological problems like depression, trauma,ieapxand unhappiness. According to
Markham (2013) divorce has both short and long teffects: if the parental divorced children

are too young to understand the situation fullyytngght feel guilty or responsible for the
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divorce. In the short term effect they become iasiegly aggressive, violent, uncooperative,
and emotionally become needy. Markham (2013) agthat effects of divorce on children
seem to be short term, once they fade; it takes toradjust their living situation. According to
Markham (2013) result parental divorced childree swffered with multi dimensional effect;
those children are more likely to be less educategherience poverty or socio-economic
disadvantage, and develop anti-social behavior. dag including other behavioral problems
like drug and/or alcoholic addictions, get marrggdcohabit at earlier age, resulting to expose

highly for separation or divorce.

They may not easily recover from the effects obdre; even it may happen in their future live.
Wallerstein (2012) agreed that some children are asoresilient as others; those may be
affected negatively by the divorce in their futlife. Thus the effects carry into adulthood; they
have much lower trust in their girlfriends and teadove their partners less altruistically.

Amato (2005) education is negatively associateth @ivorce; those parental divorced children
scored lower in their academic performance thamdim in intact families. This explained
more in Wallerstein (2012) study in USA that divemffects the grade level in which children
attain: the number of girls who drop out of highhaal is increased by 33 percent because of
parents’ divorce. Children living with two biologicparents complete total years of education
and have higher earnings than children from ottamilfy structures (Wallerstein, 2012).
Divorce also reduces the likelihood of attainingoliege education because of lower financial
support from divorced parents.

There is no statistical report that can show teadrabout the actual divorce rate at regional or
national level. But according Tilson and Larsen0@0also agreed with this idea that “forty-five

per cent of first marriages in Ethiopia end divovaghin 30 years, and two-thirds of women



who divorce within the first 5 years of marriagki.the same study stated that divorce has been
a common and largely accepted practice in Ethiopia.

In Indrias (2006) report the number of streetdreih total 600,000 in the country and more
than 100,000 in the capital (Addis Ababa). Accogdia Woldekidan (2003) in Ethiopia around
4,042,357 children are estimated to live undeidift condition because of families' inability to

support children due to family dissolution (Woldssn, 2003).

Therefore, this study is focused on causes of devoand its consequences on children
wellbeing with specific emphases on economic, $@sid psychological/emotional impacts of
divorce on children’s life. In spite of the serioess of the problem, there is no sufficient
available study on the subject area to create an@aseon the minds of individuals and to
address problems to the concerned bodies and gamiaations to alleviate the problems.
Because of this reason the researcher is motivatasisess the causes of divorce and its impacts

on children wellbeing in particular and divorcetmily in general.

1.3. Objectives of the Study
The general objective of this study is to identiiy major causes of divorce and its effects on

children’s wellbeing at Yeka sub-city, in Addis Alza

In line with this, the specific objectives includgt followings:

1. To assess economic constraints having contribdtiodivorce.

2. To assess social problems influencing marriagalgyab

3. To find the psychological and emotional problemsduas causes of divorce.
4. To investigate economic effects of divorce on aleitds life.

5. To assess the effects of divorce on parental dadahildren in terms of social aspects; and



6. To examine psychological and emotional effectsiobite on parental divorced children
1.4. Research Questions

The research answered the following main questions.

1. What are the economic, social, psychological antial causes of divorce?

2. How children’s wellbeing is affected by parentsiatice?

3. What are the economic, social and psychologicacesfof divorce on parental divorced

children’s wellbeing?

1.5. Significance of the Study

Addis Ababa is composed of multi-ethnic and religigyroups of Ethiopia, as many research
works indicated divorce is higher in urban thanatuand also its rate become increasing
through time. This social ill should be gettingediable solution, for this reason the researcher
believes on research works which is providing rafvinformation for policy makers,

individuals and other researchers. This helps tfegntaking appropriate measures to minimize

the prevalence of divorce, while enables to max@naizildren’s wellbeing.
1.6. Scope of the Study

The scope of this study is limited to present mapguses of divorce and its negative effects on
parental divorced children, with a specific focus ohildren’s wellbeing in Addis Ababa
referring Yeka sub-city. The study specifically tied with two weredas (Wereda 1 & 8) of the

sub-city, in Addis Ababa.

1.7. Limitation of the Study

Like any other studies, to investigate the causebvorce and its effects on children wellbeing

so there need to generate data on the basis ofcdedfamily. There were a number of
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limitations and hence, this study has faced thieviehg major limitations. First, it was difficult
to get the targeted population within the reseaitds. Thus each divorce case was not recorded
at Kebele, Woreda and sub-city levels, where @xigected to be filed. Even it was not possible

to find the data that shows the number of divotospart level.

It was extremely difficult to get the targeted tqiapulation to use actual sample size from that
population within the targeted sites. That was makene and difficult to take proportional
sample size from targeted population. Secondlytodis parents were not happy and difficult
to get their consent to interview their childremge they did not want to be interviewed as the
issue is sensitive to them. That was time takendiffidult to get proportional sample of target

population.

1.8. Conceptual Framework

The following frame work indicates the major causedivorce and its effects on children’s life

in terms of economic constraints, social, psychiclgand emotional problems.



Affecting marital

Causes of divorce . .
relationship

DIVORCE

-Economic

-Social Affecting children's
wellbeing

-spychological and
emotional

Figure 1: The conceptual framework of causes of darce and its effects on children’s

wellbeing.
Source:Developed by researcher based on the study obgsctind reviewed literature.

Hence just following divorce children are mostlypeged to complex and interrelated effects of

divorce mainly influenced by psychological, econoiand social problems.

1.9. Organization of the Study

The paper is organized as the following chapteng first chapter provides a brief background
of the study, statement of the problem, objectresgarch questions, significance and scope of

the study, limitation and conceptual framework led study. The second chapter is offered as
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review of related literature. The third chapter poises of methods for collecting relevant data
and analyzing of field data. These are study angladasign, selection procedures and sampling
techniques, data collection methods including pryimend secondary data, quality assurance
and data analysis and interpretation sections.fdimeh chapter presents the study result while

the last chapter (chapter five) gives the discurssand recommendations of the study.
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CHAPTER TWO

2. Review of Related Literature

2.1. Historical Background of Divorce

This chapter deals with literature review of thedstand tried to provide theoretical explanation
of causes of divorce and its effects on parentadrded children’s wellbeing. The explanations
include from other countries’ experience and fewalostudies are relevant to the issues
understudy. Research works and materials revieve@ng&ibuting to build a foundation for the

current study and help to identify gaps.

As the story of divorce indicated by many writeresinof the western hemisphere and some
countries in the eastern hemisphere allow divorgeu certain circumstance (Kalafut, 2008).

Balestrino, et al. (2008) stated that western $iesién the last forty years have favored both the
introduction of divorce and the reduction of magga. While in the past the family was the sole
provider of many services like basic education,thezre, insurance, old-age support. When
the states transfer from traditional to industr@adually both the state and the market offer
important alternatives of public and private seggicTherefore, the values of marriage becomes
decline as means of social protection substitutgdvblfare state, while divorce had made

possible, first by making it socially acceptabledahen legally permissible.

Tilson and Larson (2000, pp. 355) result indicatesrce had been practiced early in Ethiopia;
“divorce has been a common and largely acceptexdipean Ethiopia for centuries. As early as
the 18'century divorce was referred as to custom of thenty”. This implies that Ethiopia has

started exercising divorce similar to as that ot®en countries.

12



2.2 Causes of Divorce

Following the flourishing of country’s economy ielation with women’s access to higher
education and higher salaries, this put them lafiswgvin traditional roles and expectations
(Buzzle, 2013). Until the last century, women piced a more traditional role; most women
were married by their early twenties. They werentldestined to a life of having children,
taking care of their husbands, and involving on dsiic chores (Price & McKenry, 1988).
According to Balestrino et al. (2008. PP.3) “...th@aimdeterminants of divorce is couple’s
earning differentials; that high-earning women geetatively little from marriage, since the
small differential implies that there is less pbgay for an efficient sexual division of labor,
and have a stronger contribution in case of divorce

According to Claiborne (2012) one of the major esusf divorce is inadequate preparation for
marriage. Many young people are able to get mawiéd no preparation, no human skills (less
knowledge of the responsibilities of the maritalatenship) and no reasonable and moral
values. Parents are more interested on their emislmarriage rather than advising them to
enable to stay in marriage. This idea conformedbtimer research works like International
Gospel Hour (IGH) (2006), most parents want thaitdcen to have good marriages, but they
do not provide the information and inspiration fbose young people to have to be succeeding

in their marriages.
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2.3. Effects of Divorce on Children Wellbeing

As many writers indicated that divorce has negatimpact on social, cultural, economic,
psychological and political effects. Findings freeveral research studies, all agree that divorce
affects all the children in the family at some tianed in some degree. Some effects of divorce
emerge rapidly following separation and some ofnthiake long time to back to normal
situation and some others still emerge later (F&faI2).

Generally Matthews (2012) categorize the effectslivbrce on children in to short and long
term effects. According to the author, short-terffiects may include: anger, sadness,
depression, opposition, impulsivity, aggressionnh-nompliance, perceived parental loss,
interpersonal conflict, economic hardship, lifeess, less parental supervision, less consistent
discipline, more negative sanctions, lower acaderoitevement, acting out, lower self-concept
and social adjustment difficulty. Findings from eeal research studies (Matthews, 2012)
indicate that certain effects of divorce are quotgsistent when a wide range of pre-divorce
conditions is considered. Thus the inter-parersaflct has powerful and has direct effects on
children’s life.

Braver, et al (2008) stated that divorce is nevgo@d thing that a couple always gets in a tug of
war over property, children’s wellbeing and ass&bost all of young people dream of having
their own family with two or more children and appg partnership forever (Jackel, 2001).
Small children also wish to be successful in theducation. But children and adolescents
become disappointed because of the dissolutiohenf origin family.

Serkalem (2006) also stated that divorce has negatipact on the divorced parents and their
children socially, economically and psychologicalifierefore the divorced families are greatly

affected with the effects of divorce in sociallyltarally, economically, psychological and
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emotionally, and other related problems. These athér effects of divorce are tried to be

mapped as follows.

2.3.1 Economical Problem

The economic problem of a country has a circullatieships with divorce and all the
problems are interrelated and interwoven (Serkal2@®6). Divorce has destructive
impacts on individuals and society in economicaditn. Fagan and Churchill (2012)
divorce reduces household income and Igdeeguts individual earning
capacity.Wallerstein (2012) conformed that divorce is theamdeterminant factor in family
income. There had been great depression on Amegicamomy between 1929 and 1933 when
it contracted by 30.5 percent, and GNP went fro®3%aillion to $141 million. Hence in USA
because of a disruption of marriage, almost 50gmérof households with children moved into
poverty following divorce.Consequently the proportion of disadvantaged obdr

unemployed youth and adults has been increasing.

From the theory bounded rationally parental divdrciildren face difficulty to get
medical care that the child’s medical expensesowéred by insurance as difficult to
be divided and how childcare expenses are alloc@3ealve, et. al, 2012). There are
many parents during divorce process do experiefreats to their financial
circumstances. According to Brave et al. (2012)dbsts of divorce can vary widely
depending on the state, the complexity of the ciedegree of contentiousness and

disagreements, and modes of dispute resolution.

Amato (1994, pp. 153) “economic hardship increatbes risk of psychological and

behavioral problems among children and may nedatieffect their nutrition and
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health”. Ross and Mirowsky (1999) agreed that education ecwhomic security
which have strong relationship with parents’ maritappiness and marital stability

those promote mental health and a sense of weallgbei

Economic hardship also makes it difficult for cultd parents to provide educational
materials, adequate food, home environment, aner sdsources to facilitate children’s

academic attainment (Serkalem, 2006).

2.3.2. Social Problems

Divorce is often very complicated and includes gileng from maintenance and child support
until the divorced women recover to her originduation. In the meantime children suffered
with existing situation. If the situation is notrithed properly, they may develop a negative

attitude towards parents and marriage (Balestehal. 2008).

As has been shown by Fagan &tdurchill (2012) the effect of divorce on children’s hearts,
minds, and souls ranges from mtll severe, from seemingly small to observably sigaiit,
and from short-term tolong-term. Fagan (1999) argued that divorce algmermanently
weakensthe family and theelationshipbetweenchildren and parents. Amato and Cheadle
(2005) found that disagreement in marriage erotdédren’s ties with both parents, irrespective
of whether the marriage eventually ends in divofeagan(1999) pointed out the effects of
divorce frequently leads to destructive conflict magement methods, diminished social

competence for children.

Amato (1994) has provided evidence that childrewivorced families, on average,
experience more problems and have a lower leveVadl-being than do children in

continuously intact two-parent families. These peais include lower academic
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achievement, more behavioral problems, poorer pdggical adjustment, more
negative self-concepts, more social difficultieed anore problematic relationships
with both mothers and fathers. Lanahan and Sand@f®®4, pp. 192) stated that
“offspring with divorced parents are more likelydmp out of high school, less likely
to attend college, more likely to be unemployedd anore likely to experience

economic hardship as adults”.

Besides to these divorce also influences the Ilfpansof people; as stated by

(http://voices.yahoo.cory/ life expectancies for divorced men and women are

significantly lower than married people (who hake tongest life expectancies).

2.3.2 Psychological Problem

With related to divorce so many problems come th#; emotional trauma of divorce has a
long-term impact on the psychological health of tioely. According to Fagan and Churchill
(2012) immediately divorce increases psychologidatress and has long-term negative
consequences for the physical health of divorcexplge Amato and Cheadle (2005) stated out
children with divorced parents have an elevateld af experiencing emotional distress in

adulthood.

Amato (2005, pp. 76) concluded on his study chiiddneore than one-third of the
sample were clinically depressed, were doing poonlyschool, had difficulty
maintaining friend-ships, experienced chronic peoid such as sleep disturbances,
and continued to hope that their parents wouldmreid®. The psychological ill effects of
divorce faced by parents and children during amer dhe process of divorce are unavoidable.

Thus effects are: anxiety, anger, sadness, wesgtigailty, feeling of isolation, low self-esteem,
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worry, disappointment and frustration. The paremis their children are not concerned the only

persons affected and others close to them maytadfeéco.
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CHAPTER THREE

3. Research Methods

3.1. The Study Area

Addis Ababa is situated at 9®®rth of latitude and 38.74ast of longitude. The area of the

city is about 527 sq km (203 sq mijttf://wikimapia.org 2012). The city lies at the foot

of Mount Entoto that rises to over 3,000 meters @mgs to 2,326 meters above sea level. The
city has a complex mix of highland climatic zonegth temperature differences of up to 10°C,

depending on elevation and prevailing wind patténtip://wikimapia.org 2012).

Based on the 2007 Census of Ethiopia, Addis Abads dtotal population of 2,739,551, of
which 1,305,387 (47.6%) were men and 1,434,1644%».women. The city represents a
heterogeneous population in many ethnic groupsraligions origin from different regions of
Ethiopia. The major ethnic groups found in the atg: Amhara (47%), Oromo (19.5%),
Gurage (16.3%), and Tigrie (6.2%), while otherstabate 11% of the population (CSA, 2008).
With regard to religious composition, about 74.6%cthee population is Orthodox Christian,
16.2% are Muslims, 7.8% are Protestants Christid®% are Catholic Christian, 0.05% of
population is traditional followers and the remami0.8% are categorized under other religions

(CSA, 2008).

Addis Ababa has diverse economic activities. Actydo official statistics from the federal
government (CSA, 2008), the total employed peophe®se age 10 and above years is about
1,248,273 (45.6%). Some other population 119,996%) in the city are engaged in trade and

commerce; 113,977 (9.1%) in manufacturing and itrgu880,391 (6.4%) homemakers of
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different variety; 71,186 (5.7%) in civil adminiation; 50,538 (4%) in transport and
communication; 42,514 (3.4%) in education, healtth social services; 32,685 (2.6%) in hotel
and catering services; and 16,602 (1.3%) in agticel In addition to the residents of rural parts
of Addis Ababa, few of the city dwellers also pagate in animal husbandry and cultivation of

gardens.

Yeka sub-city is the second largest next to Kokeakiyo among the ten sub-cities of Addis
Ababa in terms of population size and also it taitesd rank in terms of area coverage
following Bole and Akaki sub-cities, respectivellyencompasses an area of 85.98 Sq.km with a
population of 346,664 (27.2%); of this total popida with 161,592 (46.6%) males and

185,072 (53.4%) females populationttp://www.geohive.com2012). Yeka sub-city has 13

weredas/kebeles; of these two weredas (Wereda )lw&e& selected for research sites.

3.2. Study Design

The researcher employed both qualitative and cuadint research methods to collect relevant
data for this study. This is based on the issuesumavestigation. The qualitative approach
enabled the researcher to deeply explore the t@mpicpresent the findings from participants
experience and their perception. In order to gagraprehensive data; qualitative data is used as
supplementary of the quantitative data. The cabbeodvf quantitative data is based on structured

guestionnaires to explore the actual experiencégarceptions of parental divorced children.

Qualitative method also included in-depth intervi¢®l), focus group discussion (FGD),
recording case histories, key informant intervigl), document analysis and observations.

For this it is important tondertake descriptive reseamghere the real life experiences and their
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perceptions figure out in the form of narration atekcribing in detail the life situation of
parental divorced children through confidentialeimiewees. When the researcher uses voice
recorder to capture the whole information comesnfr@spondents during discussion. This
information is transcribed for descriptive and aéive analyses. According to Serkalem (2006)
this approach is necessary to explore and despebple’s experience and perception, and also

provides deeper understanding of social phenomena.

3.3. Selection Procedures and Sampling Techniques

In selection of sampling site and targeting popatatandom, purposive and snowball sampling
methods were employed. Random sampling is use@lextssampling weredas and sub-city
because all sub-cities and weredas are assumedhaving similar attribute in case of divorce
experience. Wereda 1 & 8 were selected randomlyngmi@ weredas of Yeka sub-city. In this
process, target population of a sample could besanhdrom the general site of two weredas
were taken purposively. The targeted populatioesparental divorced children including their
custodial parent; while they were selected purpggivand snowballing based on their
experience on divorce. At wereda 1, through kelmffecials three custodial mothers were
identified, and then through them other informaamd their children were identified. Secondly
at wereda 8 primary schools (Tesfa-Birhan primatyosl, Wetatoch genet primary school and
Brih-Tesfa primary school) were used to identifgpendent. Where students were listed based
on living arrangement (whether they live with bdiilological parents or not), by using these
lists the selection was carefully done with theistaace of homeroom teachers; then through

them could able to reach their custodies.
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3.4. Methods of Data Collection
The data used for this study was obtained from lpoimary and secondary sources. Wide
ranges of data collection instruments are usedakenthe study complete and comprehensive.

The following source of data collection methods wawmployed. *

3.4.1 Primary Data Collection

In order to get the primary data, different toolsrevapplied to gather the field data. This study
employed both qualitative and quantitative researdthod to collect relevant data for the
study. Under quantitative research method strudtgreestionnaire was employed to gather the
relevant and different sets of data from each sanwbredas of the target population.
Qualitative research approach hold in-depth inew({IDI), focus group discussion (FGD),
case history and key informant interview (Kll) tollect the necessary data from target
population.

In-depth interview (IDI) was conducted with custaldparents who take the responsibilities of
caring those children. In-depth interview (IDI) bles the researcher to collect more data which
may not have been possible through any other m@aD€, 2010). This interview provided an
opportunity for the researcher to get detail infation about the causes of divorce and the
effects on children’s wellbeing. The questionnaivas conducted with parental divorced
children to investigate the major effects of divarthe questionnaire was developed to explore
the effects of divorce on children’s life in retatito economic, social and psychological values.
This questionnaire has three sections where itnsegith introducing the objective of the study
and consent of the interviewee. The second seftiltowed by a standard form of personal and
demographic background information and then questifocused to assess the major

consequences of divorce on children wellbeing vadlewed. In the child questionnaire, the
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second and third sections of the questionnairesidon economic, social and psychological
effects of divorce on children’s wellbeing. Hencamy of the variables used to measure the
negative impacts of divorce on their life. And atbgs sections in custodial parent’s interview
which focused on causes of divorce and its effesttheir children wellbeing.

Focus group discussion&GD) was the second types of research tools tairdd detail
information about the negative impacts of divoroeparental divorced children. According to
(ECC, 2010) FGD is very important tools to collgoglitative information that could not easily
capture through structured interviews. FGD was holeeach sample weredas to get wider
views from different segment of the community. Fogmoup discussion made with two FGD
groups of parental divorced children. The grouggaty based on the age range of 6-12 and
13-18 years old. Having similar age group that fiehem free to talk and avoiding dominancy
and or silence. The purpose of this method helggato different knowledge about the effects
of divorce and experiences of participants. Forheeategory of respondents used the same
guiding checklist to facilitate the discussion. Beging on the responses during the discussion,
on the subject of interest, the researcher selenteck than two respondents for further
information which will capture through case studyome studies, Seblewongel (2009)
explained that this approach is necessary to expdord describe people’s experience and
through deeper understanding of social phenomértaus the real life experiences figure out in

the form of narration by using nameless interviesfee ethical consideration.

Second types of questions were addressed to cabfoalients to assess the main causes of
divorce and its effects on their children’s wellggi To collect appropriate data from those
participants the researcher used both open-endédp@en response option questions. Some

guestions of divorced women/men have a relatioh gitestions of their children in connection
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with impacts of divorce. Another important sourdegualitative information was obtained

through key informant interview (KIlI).

3.4.2. Secondary Data Collection

The main sources of secondary data for this stuelgwbooks, articles, family code, and other
divorce related documents from court, women, chiid youth affairs’ office and Ethiopian

women lawyer association office and child right&@&een included to get further information.

3.5. Description of Variables

In this study the outcome/dependent variable iscthiklren’s wellbeingand the independent
variable is parental divorce. It is assumed thadmm’s wellbeing is determined by parents’

marital status; thus parental divorced children @&gosed to social, economic and

psychological problems.

3.6 Data Quality Assurance

Data quality assurance measured with pre-testiagytiestionnaire by distributing outside the
targeting sample population. Cross—checking thdsas by parental divorced children and their
custody. A pilot survey was made before the addualey, which is used to know how the issue
is sensitive to participants and their willingnetss answer the question. Therefore, the
researcher adjusted some questions which are rensgtise to them and also adjusting herself

on the way to asking questions to get approprigf@mation for the success of the objectives

of the study.
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3.7 . Data Analysis and Interpretation

The data gathered through both qualitative and tijfatime methods were subject to
interpretations with the help of appropriate methodrimarily, information from both open-
ended and open response option including secorstamces was used to briefly analyze the
causes of divorce and its effects on children veallg by discussing and using simple statistical
tools such as frequency, percentage and average. Istories were narrated and inserted in

the appropriate sections of the finding.

The data entry and analysis made using SPSS datagsing program. Then the data was
cleaned with cross tabulated and summarized irdatime of tables and graphs which was used
to provide general description about the effectdiebrce on children’s wellbeing on regards to

social, economical and psychological aspects.
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CHAPTER FOUR

4. Results and Discussion
This chapter deals with the analysis and intergioetaof collected data from parental divorced
children and their custodial parents. The mainifigdwas thematically interpreted through
discussion and narrating by triangulating the dgdéhered through qualitative method and
secondary sources. Moreover, the data gatheredghrquantitative method was analyzed by

using simple descriptive statistical techniques.

The first part of this chapter introduces the derappic backgroundand socio-economic
characteristics of the respondents. The seconddmtissed the major causes of divorce and
the third part focused on economic, social, an¢tlpsipgical impacts of divorce on children’s’

wellbeing.

4.1. Demographic Background and Socio-economic Chacteristics of
Custodial Parents

This chapter provides the demographic backgroumidsagio-economic profiles of respondents
interviewed in the qualitative and quantitative hoets. The background information of
informants is essential for the interpretationinfiings and understanding of research result in
the report. The socio-economic and demographicachenistics are respondents’ age, sex,
educational level, and household size, source afséioold income and place of birth. In
addition, data related to causes and consequeraligooce are summarized in the next sub-

sections.
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4.1.1. Sex and Age of Respondents’ Custodial Parent

The in-depth interview was conducted with a tofal® custodial parents. This helped to know
the main causes of divorce and its effect on tlekiidren’s wellbeing. Most of the (11)
participants were women, whose age above 19 yédrJlois result indicates that women are
more responsible for caring their children than raéier divorce. Obviously, there are factors
inherent with fathers obstruct them to be beingadial parent. Culturally, fathers less ability to
involve on domestic activities like catering andvesy their children which mean they
contribute less in caring well and control overithehildren after divorce. For this reason
fathers are forced to remarry or having sexualngsras compared to mothers. On the other
hand, practically, fathers are less feeling inrigkdf responsibility to be custodial parents. This
finding is similar with the report of Ambert (200@here mothers prefer sole custody as they

are better off for caring their children than fathe

The majority of younger people at marriage divorbedause of different reasons and problems.
As the figure indicated in table 1, the age distfiiin of the informants was mostly confined in
the age between 20 - 30 years old, thus most dditteeced men and women were found in this
age range. This result agreed with the one repdiye8erkalem (2006) within the age of 30

most marriage ends up with divorce.
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Table: 1. Age and sex distribution of informants (astodial parents)

Sex of responder Sites =
Age of Female Male 2
respondent Frequency | Frequency Wereda Wereda . |
19 1 0 - 1 1
20-3C 6 2 4 4 8
31-4C 3 2 3 2 5
>41 1 0 1 - 1
Tota 11 4 8 7 15
I

Source: from field data, 2015

4.1.2. Educational Level and Occupational Status

Educational level is another important personalattaristic because education is essential for
people to have better life. Education determinespjees life that with their capacity and
opportunity to work in some employment to generat®me. In line with this fact, informants

were asked about their level of education whichdbelp them for their livelihood.

Table: 2. Frequency distribution of custodial parerts by their educational level
and occupational status

Frequencies of occupational status of custodial
Educational | parents
level Daily work | Petty trading Employed work | Others | Total

No educatior 1 1
Primary 2 3 0 5
Secondary and G- | 1 1 3 0 5
10 completed

Certificate 1 0 1
Diploma 1 0 1
Degree 1 1 2
Total 1 3 9 2 15

Source from field data, 2015
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According to the above table, out of 15 total imiewed custodial parents, 5 of them completed
primary education; of these 3 of them are engageenaployed work and the rest 2 informants
participated in petty trading. In the same way 3h&fm completed secondary education; 3 of
them engaged on employed work and other two inebbwe petty trading and daily work. The

other 4 informants are categorized in differentoadional level, such as 2 of them have B.A
degree, the rest 2 have certificate and diplonaf, tBose who engaged on employed work and
one of them participated on NGO organization. Canlyvoman has no education/illiterate and

engaged on begging because of sickness and shvectsraof HIV/ADIS.

4.1.3. Place of Origin and Household Size of tltgustodial Parents

As the table 4 indicated the majority (4) interveahinformants were from Addis Ababa. The
next most mentioned place come from Amhara (3) thiedsame proportion (3) of southern
nation nationality people (SNNP). The other origofsthe informants include Oromia (2),
Tigray (2) and others (1). This figure indicatesAdslis Ababa is the place where heterogeneous
populations are found with many ethnic groups dfidiia. The average household size of the

informants was three.

Table: 4. household size and birth place of the infmants

Household size Birth Place
Addis Ambhara Oromia | SNNP Tigrie | Others Frequency of
Ababa HH size
2 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
3
4 0 1 2 1 1 1 6
5 2 0 0 1 1 4
1 2 0 1 0 0 4
Total 4 8 2 8 2 1 15

Source from field data, 2015
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4.2. Demographic Background and Socio-economic Chaeteristics of

Parental Divorced Children

4.2.1. Age and sex of parental divorced children

The structured (for survey) and semi-structuredstjaenaire (for FGD) were addressed for a
total of 33 parental divorced children; of thesgpandents 18 (54.5%) were female and the rest
15 (45.5%) were male. On the same way 18 resposideviolved on responding of structured
guestionnaire and the rest 15 parental divorcedreim were FGD participants. The participants
were categorized into two age groups of 6-12 and 18 years old. Having similar age helped
to make respondents free to talk among themselgegxplain their feelings and real
experiences. As it is indicated in table 5&6, om@DFwas conducted at each weredas in
addressing the questionnaire for one of the agepgro At age range of 6-12 was conducted at
wereda 1 and at wereda 8, 13 -18 of the age gragpcenducted (Appendix C &D: Table 6 &

7, respectively).

The first question posed to the respondents wastaheir age. Accordingly about 54.5% of
respondents were found in the age range of 6 eafsyand the rest 45.5% were included within
13 - 18 age groups. At the first age group (O-5)mder five no respondents were included. At
this age group children are not considered thaldctmuable to explain the effects of divorce in

wording (Appendix C: Table 6).

The second questions followed by socio-economi&drauind questionnaire, which forwarded
about school attending, dropout and never enr@itesthool. From the data, the figure indicated
in table 6; 54.17% of respondents and FGD partitgpavere attended at primary first cycle,
41.67% were at primary full cycle school and 4.1684espondents were dropout of school.
Thus most of the participants and respondents steident while that might be the researcher
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used schools to get targeted population. Howevaesthildren have school dropout experience
and there are also school dropout children whailtangs’ of those targeted group.

With regards to economic activities, the majorifytioe respondents was dependent on their
custodies’ source of income and also involve inpimg their families. About 4.2% of the
children were involving on daily laborer. Theselgdaborer children were school dropout
because they are the main source of income for thsiilies while they need to involve on

such activities with their full time (Appendix Dable 7).

4.2.2. Place of Birth and Living Arrangement of Chidren after Family Dissolution

The other issue posed in the question was pladartsf and living arrangement following
parents’ divorce. To this end, tmesearch finding indicated that the majority ofp@sdents
(63.6%) was not changed their place of birth ratdtgusting living pattern within the same site.
On contrary to this, there is a tendency to sHetce of residence following parents’ divorce.
Based the field data, about 21.2% of children cénor@ out of Addis and the other 15.2% have
changed their place of residence within the sitAddis. From the figure, it is easy to observe
that the place is less expensive for custodialrarafter divorce while they could get support

from relatives and relations within the same place.
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Table 8: Percentage distribution of child respondents kairtiplace of residence following

parents’ divorce

Came from other wereda within 5 15
Addis

Came from out of Addis 7 21
Stay same place within sites 21 64
Total 33 100

Source from field data, 2015

4.3. Major Causes of Divorce

The result of this study shows that there are ndhfigrent and complex causes and reasons for
divorce. However, each of them may not seem comimdhe people who could pass through
divorce. Some factors simply make a person or @tgbe dissatisfied in their marriage, while
most of the informants couldn’t disclose their specauses for divorce. However, all divorce
causes are interwoven whether the marriage endgthplivorce or causes of conflict. Here is
an exemplary case from field data, a father of W is 38 years old, he is the guard for
private organization and completed primary educatibe causes of divorce was explained as

follow:

Before 15 years ago | had married my ex-wife and ¢pat two children a daughter and a son.
Both | and she were from very poor economical bemkgd family. We had passed through in
difficult situation when | was very sick becausaadidentally hurt, she involved on daily work
(working for other household) to raise our childreBut, she couldnt afford the households’
expense, then she went to Arabian country througkuah decision and | stayed with my

children to take care them. Two years later sheechack to here when she couldnt be satisfied
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with what happen in the home. She disrespectedipsetting and even she didnt want share
bed with me; refused sexual relationships. Afteeehmonths later she had ready to back to
there but | didn't allow while she told me that steesnt want to live with and needs to divorce.
Then the marriage ceased up with the assistancerafmunity elders and then she went back to

Arabian country. The children left with me and ghalves on financial contribution.

This report is similar with the results of Buzz0{3) following the flourishing of country’s

economy in relation with women’s access to high#ucation and higher salaries, which put
them less willing in traditional roles and expeictas. Here the solution of economical problem
brought personal incompatibility; many of the reasare interrelated and recur enough to
warrant. This means single factor could not ablenftuence marriage relationships rather

several and complex factors can influence marréagkleads to divorce.

4.3.1. Economic Cause of Divorce

During the interview, economic problem was repomsdone of the causes of divorce among
others. The majority of the informants describe@@snomic problem is considered as the main
factor account for divorce. In this study, some weonfaced financial shortage either due to lack
of income or unable to get enough money from hudbdor the household expenditure. Thus
most of their husbands were the breadwinner arseé thie major source of income in marriage.
Then, after some months or few years later menseeto give enough money for wives.
Consequently women have become alone with all respiities to fulfill families’ economic
demand of the household as compared with increasingehold size and inflation. Finally,
women are exhausted with always arguing about fimhmssues. This is cause for continuous

disagreement between them.
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Such kind of conflict leads them to hate each otwoeiple and then one or both of the parties
decided to divorce. According to data from the a&ffiof Child, Youth and Women’s affairs
(2013), about 355 cases (75%) were complained bgemothat husbands’ failed to give
household expenditure. This leads to major conlimi sometimes women are leaving away
from home. Some informants believed that when nerelstarting to fail of giving money for
household expenditure, their attention was takenoblyers or they might have sexual
relationship with other women. This notion of be#eaggravated the extent of conflict and it

leads the marriage to end up with divorce.

Control over resource is another important causdivafrce in this study that one of the parties
seeking to access and control over other couplepgrty. But a marriage partner may be
unwilling to accept the interest of his/her mareggartner. As a result one of the couples upset
and dissatisfied with their marriage and decideerid their marital relationships. About 2 of
the informants were terminating their marital relaship with similar factor. Here is a story

telling how economic issues influence marriage.

One of the divorcee informants who have diploma agdd 32 illicit how economic issue

contributes for divorce as follows:

I had lived with my ex-husband about 12 years leettered into marriage (as boy friend).
During cohabitation he was very good in all his aggrh, he was supportive socially,
economically and psychologically; cared well buteafmarriage he didnt do the same as
before. | married him after | had got my daughsénce then we have started to live together in
my mother’s house. He wished that the house (miyar®house) to be in the name of him after

her death. | understand his interest that focusedenon property than me. So | was not willing
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to do so, since then his behavior becomes chanigeds he started refusing to give me money,
didnt tell me what he did, where he went, evempéssed the night without my knowledge. He
told me that | have no right over him and or need to know about him. However, | tried to
treat him to sustain the marriage but he continirethe situation. After some months, | told the
situation for his friends to solve the problem Imstead things become worse. Finally, | decided
to divorce him and it was settled before three gemgo. But still | didnt get financial support
for the child. Because | couldn't dare to ask hilimany at court if my daughter may prefer him
for her custody as she loves him more. | nevertwamiss her. So | prefer to keep silent as

fearing the outcomes of the court.

4.3.2. Social Causes of Divorce

In this study the result indicted that Post-mamidiging arrangement and relative interference
interference have contribution for causes of dieofeamily background is the most important
factors that greatly affect the couples behaviod guality of their marital relationships
(Wondimye, 2007). Some of the informants have digoexperience associated with the
interference of other people rather than individaatities. All interviewees confirmed that
relative or extended family’s attitudes, values aetleve determined couples’ marital stability
and quality. Adegoke (2010) agreed that if thera difference in attitudes, values and believes
among young couples and their parents there mag bwrital difficulties because couples
appraise their relationship from incompatible range

During the interview the majority of the informangerceived that the post-marital living
arrangement is essential for marriage stabilitypnirithis result about three of the informants
have faced marriage dissolution because of thisoreaBecause most of the time new couples

are economically dependent on their parents scetigera tendency to share houses with
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spouse’s parent. Conflict may arise in marital treteships if the son/daughter-in-law role or

behavior does not agree with the expected roledognts-in-law or vice versa.

One of the case stories indicated that marriagatioekship influenced because of the
interference of parents-in-law. A divorcee womaB,y2ars old, completed grade 10 and she is

waiter at kebele club, reported that as follows:

| was 17 years old when | married my ex-husbardl lgmassed the happiest year in marriage.
Just a year later | have got a baby girl. Since naaye, | have started to live in parents’-in-law

house. | was busy with the domestic work; my meatiaw looked me as housemaid/servant.
Finally, I wanted to separate from the householde&tablish my own household. But my
husband couldn’t accept this idea and unwillingutederstand my interest. Then after painful

conflict, the marriage was ceased.

4.3.2.1. Family Marital Background

The finding from key informant interview indicatddat family marital background is another
important social factor for children’s marriagekslidy. This meant that parents’ poor marital
adjustment have significant effect on their chiidse marital relationships. One of the
informants, who work for kebele as cleaner, sheptetad grade 10 and aged 28 years old;

described her marriage experience with heartfelhess as follows:

Divorce was never an option for me until my ex-lamsbrefused me. He told me that | was not
deserved for him as his wife and he regretted Wightime and his money which spent on me.
Although 1 took this treatment for two years be@lsgidn’t want the same too happen on my
daughter. | had been grown by single parents bexadiglivorce | couldn’t have gotten father’s
love and support. In the same way, he had growhyupis grandmother just after his parents’
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divorce. | struggled to sustain the marriage, batdtarted to live with other woman and took
me as second wife. Finally, the marriage ended up divorce.He didn’t worry about his

daughter and even unwilling to visit her.

4.3.2.2. Cultural Factors

Regarding with cultural factor, religious has étttontribution for divorce; few reports from the
data indicated that due to religious differencerttaital relationship was terminated. For many,
marriage has become an individual choice rather tdomsidering religious difference. However
sometimes this situation has contributed to hawe pwarital relationship and leads to divorce.
One of the informants, who is a father of two a laog a girl, aged 35 years, has B.A degree,

and work for private company and he shared histedaxperience as follow:

| was 20 years old when married to my ex-wife.ltl fery happy when | could able to be a
father of two a son and a daughter, whose age XBawears, respectively. | am Orthodox
Christian and she follows Islamic religion. Befcaiad after marriage we never thought our
religious difference but after some years later Baeomes strict on her religious believe. Then
she had attempted to urge me to convert my religiwh to follow Islamic religion. But | was

not interested to convert my religion. Repeatetlly issisted me to accompany her religion but
| refused, instead | begging her to live with digileace as before. Through time we couldn’t
agree in whole things even concerning on maritalie€s. Finally a big conflict rose, then after
painful process the marriage ended up with divof8efore three years ago | moved from
Harar to Addis with my son and my daughter is bvimith mother there. She didn’t allow to the

daughter to visit me and her brother and then ttethto do the same.
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4.3.3. Psychological Causes of Divorce
The result of this study indicated that all informteareported that they faced psychological and
related problems in their marriage. Those divordess a rosy dream before marriage but they
faced a hard reality after marriage. The expeatatb those men and women about socio-
economic success and spouse’s behavior was laefmelentering into marriage than what was
happened in marriage. Thus, after few years latepasy had got bored with their
wives/husbands routine and changes their behawi@ntually following spouse’s behavioral
change poor relationship among couples was dewveldpensequently the spouses could not
have an effective relationship as before; they 'didiscuss their feelings, couldn’t talk about
their mutual or personal issues and were kept tlesientment. Then this created a wide gap
between them, even they failed and unable to kniwatwartners need and expect guessing

what they need.

From the data report most of the informants meetbrirom their experience, during

cohabitation as boy/qirl friends were very goodaihtheir approaches and were supportive
socially, economically and psychologically but aftearriage they didn’t do the same as before.
When one of the parties started to change his/Bbkawior (decreasing caring and protecting
well), the other one feels that there are somegtininsecret. Wife/husband thought that their
spouses are abandoning them or their attentiontnlightaken by another person. This leads

them in high conflict situation and finally the mage ceased up with divorce.
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4.4. Major Effects of Divorce on Children Wellbeing

The findings of this study indicated that divorcasha multidimensional and interdependent
effect on children’s wellbeing. From the studyist visible that the majority of parental
divorced children suffered with economical, sociaychological and emotional problems
starting from parents’ disagreement and the progésiévorce. This agreed with Wallerstein
(2013) research work that generally divorce puttdan at greater risk for many kinds of
problems. This finding indicates that children ofatced family are affected with all or some

of its effect (economic, social, psychological @amdotional problems).

From the data (table 9) is clearly shown that dieoeffect is complex and overlapping thus:
67% of respondents have suffered with economiclenog; in terms of food shortage (30%),
clothing (37%), and 27% financial constraint fouedtional expense and 6% for entertainment.
About 55% suffered with social problems like unatdeget support for education/tutor (30%)
and unable to get parents’ love and moral sup@#te). And all (100%) of the respondents
reported that they were affected with psychologipedblems. These figures indicate that
children who are affected by economic problems bexa victim of social and psychological

problems.

The child respondents reported that they are &teetith many and interrelated effects of
divorce. Accordingly, here is a story telling whichvealed parental divorced children are
affecting with complex effects of divorce. One bétrespondent’s life histories, aged 14 years,
attending grade 2, had school dropout and migragiqrerience and busy on daily work. He
stated the situation how he was suffering with clem@nd interrelated impacts of divorce as

follows:
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When | was a child, my parents have got divoramidgrated with my mother from my birth
place (Weliso) to Gambela. My mother remarried tet dinancial support for our
livelihood; she gave birth to twins of daughterfamunately her husband left away. When
we faced serious financial/economic problems, cquestly | dropped out of education
from grade 3. While my mother couldn’t cope up wité problems then we moved to Addis
Ababa where previously my older sister and brotivere migrated to there. Here at the
beginning of the year | enrolled at grade one bessaudidn’'t come with school certificate.
Here also life is not easy because mother couldngage on income generating activities
as she is a victim of HIV/ADIS. Therefore my oldaster is the main source of income for
all household members. My older brother is droppexieducation from grade 4 because of
financial shortage. | and my older brother are palty engage on the livelihood activity
that is caring a load for individuals at market pka (shola market). He is also very busy
with caring the small twin of girls. Most of then2 my mother was suffering with illness
and sometimes involving on making money by beggmghe road side and around the
church (Yeka Michael church).

My older sister dropped out her education from gratl before four years ago, but in this
year she rejoined school at the evening programhe & struggling to continue her
education even if she attends school irregularly.

| go to school without meal box. Even in the mognirmay not have breakfast. Sometimes
my friends give me some food to eat at lunch time.

He is not the only child who suffered by the effeof parents’ divorce. There are many other

cases that have similar reason for affecting candrwellbeing because of parents’ divorce.
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44.1. Economic Effects of Divorce on thildren

Below the diagram indicateeconomic impacts of divorce on children in termdoafd shortag
following parents’ divorc: 34% of parental divorced children reported that thags over thei
meal (eithefunch or dinner). Whereas % hawe got enough food on time, % of respondents
have got the same amount cod as before and the rest ¢apof the children have no comme
on this. This result confirmed through custodialgmds’ interview, that they he faced serious
financial constraints following divorce. Furtherraathey couldn’t have got economic supf

from outside for the fami and also only few or no alimony from-husband.

LEGEND
B Have got enough food

B sometimes passover
meals
couldn't say any

Figure 2: Economic effecin terms of food shortage

Source:from field data, 201!

4.4.1.1 Economic Effects of Divorce on Children in terms Lack of Financial
Support

The other issue posed in the question was in ogldb receiving financial support from r-
custodial parents for food, clothing, he service, educational materials (uniform, exer
books, pens and pencils) and, tutor and luxuryelation to this, both (children and custoc

parents) were asked, to this end more half (526) of the children have got alimony frc
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their non-custodial parent and the rest (49%) efrthdid not receive. However the alimony is
not enough to cover their major expenses thus: @deéspondents reported that the amount of
money is very low and the rest of them (27%) alsplaned, it is low to cover the major

expenses.

Table 10: Frequency and percentage distribution o€hildren in terms of accessibility of alimony.

Amount of money from non-

custodial parent Frequency Percentage

No alimony 16 49
Enough to cover the major

expense 0 0
Low to cover major expense 9 27
Very low 8 24
Total 33 100%

Source:from field data, 2015

All focus group participants have the same viewtteneconomic effects of divorce which is a
very terrible and painful experience that hurtddrlen by disturbing their wellbeing. This result
is supported by other findings Fagan, et al. (202 disposition of spouse may create
economic instability through splitting of parengbperties. It reduces household income and
deeply cuts individual earning capacity. In thisywhae lower financial support from divorced
parents has its impact on education, health seamckother consumptions. All (100%) of the
child respondents were attending at governmentadberause of financial constraints. Some

(6%) of them shift from private to government sdhfotiowing parent’s divorce.

From FGD patrticipants two of them dropped out dicst to involve on income generating
activities for the livelihood of household. This egplicitly stated in the following narration

through a life history of one of the FGD participgrwho is 17 years old, school dropout.
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| was 12 years old when my parents have got divarnzk| have three siblings; a brother and
two sisters. During divorce my parents share tloditdren; | and my younger brother left with
my mother and the two older sisters have start@ddiwith father. | dropped out of education
from grade 7 because of lack of financial suppbly. mother engages on daily work for some
government office as a cleaner. So far her incomedn’t support the household. So I decided
to drop my education to involve in wage labor avate organization. The income is used as a
complementary for the household consumption. | thiexking to attend my education at night
but the income is not adequately enough for edonatiexpenditure. | give a priority for food
consumption to support my mother and younger brotham dedicated to help my younger
brother on his education because he is a cleveatestu

4.4.2.Social Effects of Divorce on Parental DivorceChildren

As this research result indicates, social problsronie of the major effects that children have
encountered following parents’ divorce. Throughlatiquestionnaire the social problems on
children wellbeing were deeply elaborated. Among duestions; social relationships (parent-
child and peers relationship), schooling, physiedlth and entertainment were included. Some
children reported that there was a deep silentlkarnouse during the process of divorce. They
felt as they are guilty and fear to ask somethirggnf either mother or father. This effect
damages their relationships with parents for spertod of time or may take longer time to
recover.

Custodial parents reported that due to lack of ghdime for their children, they have difficulty
to share opinions, feelings to their children amkwersa. It also makes difficult to follow on

the daily activities of their children in and owtsihome.
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Table 11: Frequency and percentage distribution ofchild-parent relationship after

parents’ divorce

Child-parent relationship Frequency | Percentage
Close relation with mother 13 40
Close relation with father 3 9
having close relation with both 15 45
No as such close relation with bot 2 6
If any please specify 0 0
Total 33 100

Source:from field data, 2015

From the above able, it is easy to observe thatitad% of children have close relations with
their parents, 40% have close relations with matharly, and 9% with father only and the rest

6% was reported as they have no relation with bbtheir parents.

Custodial parent informants of this study reportedt their children were unhappy and
dissatisfy with their support and care; they upessaily, angry and feel sad. Then they have
developed weaker emotional bonds than ever eititermothers or fathers or both of them.

One of woman informants, she is a mother of twogti&ers, reported that how child-parent
relation is affecting because of divorce:

From my marriage | have got two daughters, befdiee¢ years ago the marriage was
dissolved. | have had close relation with my daeght But our relationship has become
reversed after divorced that the older daughterdmees silent. She prefers to talk with friends
than me. Sometimes | heard about her from herdggshe becomes unwilling to express her
interest directly. Always she replies me nothingrvhasked her what she want. In contrast, my
younger daughter developed intimacy with me thdorbe She doesn’t want me be away from

her because she fears and worries that she magfbalbne. She always asks me to confirm

44



that | never go to anywhere leaving them alone. [8&o®mes very sensitive that she thinks and
worries about me.

The key informants also confirmed that the primetffgct of divorce is making to decline the
relationship between parent and child; then thratigle their social competences have become
diminished. Since a marriage in high-conflictinguation and during the process of divorce,
children of those family experience many and compimpacts. Unfortunately, children
received less attention from parents when they tnfghe school dropout, faced hunger,

shortage of clothing, feeling guilty and deparifrpeers.

FGD patrticipants agreed with this idea through rthesponse and one of the participants
explicitly reported the negative impacts of divomseher life through case study as follows: she
was a grade 7 student; aged 15 years, she isrthelfild for the family and she remembered

the conflict between parents which was painfuléo. h

I didn’t know the causes of conflict explicitly mat guessing something from my observation.
My father is originally from SNNP and hasn’t relas here but my mother is from here (Addis
Ababa) and lived with families. Thus I think he waposed by her family members. Most of the
time, she was overacting on him in controlling, rotagking, and also blamed and refused him.
Finally, the marriage ended up with divorce. Thdteal don’t know where my father went.
Even my mother has got relief in the outcome adrde but still it is painful for me because |
lost an important person in my life that is my &thHe loved us (me and my sister) more but |
lost such love from my father. Unconsciously, nigti@ with my mother declines. We have not
had as such close relation as before. Because isimt @vant to listening questions in relation

to my father and absolutely she becomes upsetginaiiger.
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This result agreed with the report of Matthews @01lvho stated that if pre-divorce
relationships with parent-child were positive andtaring, the risk for post-divorce problems,
that parent-child relationships couldn’t able totioue as existed before and those problems

will likely become worse following the divorce.

Divorce has a negative impact on child educatienpeding to table 12, more than half (55%)
of parental divorced children reported that theiademic performance is the same as before,
24% of children were enrolled in school after pésedivorce, 21% of children recorded lower
academic performance than before and none of tildrex had recorded better academic result

than before.

Table 12: Academic performance of children after peents’ divorce

Academic performance of children Frequency Percentage

Better than befo 0 0
the same as beftc 18 55
Lower than before 7 21
School enrolment after divor 8 24
Total 33 10C

Source:from field data, 2015

Custodial parents were asked on educational condii their children after divorce. The
majority of them reported that their children redmnl the same result in their academic
performance. According to them, even before divordeildren were not in convenience
condition because of conflict and divorce procegsin

4.4.3.Psychological Effects of Divorce on Children

The research finding indicates that the psycholdgacoblem on parental divorced children is
severe (table12). This problem was captured thrdhghparental divorced child questionnaire

and supported by using in-depth interview of tleeistodial parents. Based on the subjective
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judgment of custodial mothers, 60% of the childeme dfected with all major (socia
economic and psychological) effects of divorce a&ne rest 40% of the children suffer
from some of its effect. The effect is beginninglwpsychological impact and added m
effects (economic and social) of divorce. s result agreewith Amato (1994 finding that
some consequences are general and befall on padeseced children and some otteffects

are variable, dependi on various factors.

In the child questionnaire includes a set of stat@nthat are asketo express level of their
satisfaction following parents’ divorc Theresult indicates that % of the children were not
satisfied, 150 felt partial satisfaction an9% of them reported that they never satisfied \

what they have got from their parents after divo

LEGEND
M Dissatisfied
H Partially satisfied

i No saatisfaction for all

Figure 3: Percentage distribution ofchildren in level of satisfaction
Source:from field data, 2015
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Moreover, the psychological impact of divorce onildilen was assessed through child
guestionnaire in comparing the living condition thie children before and after parents’
divorce. This included checking the feeling of &an, and perception of losing an important
person in their lives. Most children (76%) wereostily believe that they might have better life
if divorce of parents had not occurred, whereas b8%e children thought as they have better
life, and 6% of them were unable to guess what éagm their life if parents didn't divorce. In
addition, the report also indicated that 7@¥parental divorced children badly felt because of
losing their father, 21% a little bit felt and 9%t feel at all. Therefore the life condition of
children has direct relation with parents’ margtdtus.

With regards to psychological impact, custodialepds were better in explaining the effects of
divorce on their children. Accordingly, all of theformants reported that their children were
suffering from different psychological problemsdikiepression, upset, anger, frustration and

loss of confidence.

One of the divorcee women reported that the psydichl impacts of divorce on her daughter
in the following narration.

Before two years ago my marriage was dissolved lahdve an 8 years daughter from that
marriage. During divorce process, she dropped @amf private school because of shifting
place of residence. In the following year, she Badoat government school because of financial
shortage that the alimony (financial support fraather) is not adequate for school fee. She was
waiting the weekend eagerly to go to her fathee fives him deeply. At the beginning she
preferred to live with father, without the interd@ce of the court, | allowed her to live with him.
But after a week she backed to me because she diant to miss me; she was in dilemma. On

schooling days she passed through depression,neastiand often crying without any reason.
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Even unconsciously, she started to urine on bedgt just after divorce. | feel heart felt sorry

and worry about the radical change of my daughteekavior.

Even though tried to investigate more the psycholdgmpacts of divorce on the child through
case history, the respondent couldn’t explain hgregence, which is seemed to personally
painful for her. During the interview she didn't mao say anything, all response is supported
by body language only shaking her head either teeagr disagree. As many researchers like
Wallerstein (2012) stated that some children aferesilient and strong than others and those
are psychologically more affected negatively by theorce effects. She was not the only
psychologically affected child but all other pamdndivorced children were experiencing the

psychological ill effects of divorce.
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CHAPTER FIVE
5. Conclusions and Recommendations

5.1. Conclusions

In this study, major causes of divorce and itsatffeon children’s life was included. From the
study result marriage was affected with many déiférand complex causes of divorce. Social,
economic, psychological and emotional problemstaken as major causes of divorce in this
finding. In some cases, few years later, mostlyphuds have started to refuse giving money for
the household expenditure. And another economisecafi divorce was some of the marriage
partners seeking to access and control over ottayepies. On regards to social causes of
divorce were post-marriage living arrangement, asthtive interference, family marital
background and religious difference have big cbaotron for divorce. And also poor parents’
marital adjustment has significant effect on clatds marital relationships. Furthermore a large
expectation of a party about socio-economic sucaedsspouse’s behavior before marriage has
negative impact on marriage stability. Some pebplee a rosy dream before marriage but they

may face a hard reality after marriage.

The study tried to assess the major effects ofrdev@n children’s life. From the data report
children were affected with many and interrelatéxbite effect. Manly the effects mapped
from the data are economic, social, psychological amotional problems. Even effect was
starting from parents’ disagreement. The effedb@ginning with psychological impact and
added more effects of divorce. Based on the subgaidgment of custodial mothers, 60%
of the children were affected with all effects a¥arce and 40% of them were suffered with

some of its effects.
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The economic problem is serious and has negatipadts on children’s wellbeing; secured in
economy is essential to be well socially, psychalaiy and emotionally. Then majority (37%)
of parental divorced children have clothing probl&®% suffered with food shortage and 33%

financial constraint for educational expense artdréinment.

The primary social effect of divorce is decliningrent - child relationship; then through time
the social competences of those children have beatiminished. More than half (54%) of
parental children have only single parent (39% withther only, 9% with father only and about
6% have no close relation with both) and only 468ehclose relation with two parents. After
divorce children fear to ask, and share their @pigiwhen they received less attention from
their parents. Divorce also affected academic perdmce of the children. Following divorce
76% of the children were not satisfied, 15 % péytisatisfied and 9% of them never satisfied
with what they have got from parents. And more thalf of (76%) the respondents have

strongly believed that they might have betterilifearents’ divorce didn’t occurred.

Divorce is a serious experience that affects theolevifamily system through its effect
particularly children are the sole victim of it.\Drce damages economy, social relationships,
and has irreversible negative impact on child pelady. However this big social issues has
never been getting attention either to reduce dingrrate or to find a solution for children who
suffered by its effect. During the time of studyeite was no an institution, organization, NGO
or any other body which are involved to work foeyenting divorce or to help divorcees
family. Even it was difficult to get the target pdation because there was no recorded data on

divorce cases.
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5.2. Recommendations

Divorce is the big social issues however it hasendeen gotten attention by the nation and
other concerned bodies either to reduce rate ardivg or to find a solution for children who
suffered by its effect.

During the time of study, there was nobody involweddivorce issues; even it was difficult to
get the target population because there was nodedadata on divorce cases at any place.
From these points of view, the followings are recmended.

1. Maximize the role of the mass Medias, other ingohs and organizations should be
teaching the need for strong family, including gendquality concept in the minds of
the young as opposed to the gender biases conduct.

2. Making the approach to the problems preventiveature by trying to understand the
root causes of the conflict to look for lastingigain.

3. The society should prevent the prevalence of devared ensuring its proper adjustment
through changing the social environment in conoedid marriage stability.

4. To help the divorcees particularly children afteivotdce, an institutions (state,
organizations, NGOs and individuals) have to beceamed with its problems and

mitigate all divorce related problems.
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Appendix 1: Questionnaire

ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENTAL
STUDIES

In-depth interview to be asked by custodial parent®f Yeka sub-city
at Wereda 1 and 8

Dear parents

The objective of this question is for partial filfhent of the requirement for the degree of
Master of Art in geography and environmental stsidgpecialization in population resources
and development. These questions are designedléctatata about the major causes of divorce

and its consequences on children’s life.

The data collected from these questions will alubed for the research purpose only. And also
all the collected data will be kept only in the Harof the researcher. | hereby request you to be
open and honest while responding so that the r@seauld succeed and achieve the intended

goal.

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION!!!

PART | - Background information

NaMe.....ovviieiiieieeeaees Sub-City....c.ooo i
AQE. . Wereda........ccovev i,
SEX ittt Date of interview..............ccoooevvvinennn.

Occupational status..................

Household number...............



PART Il. Causes of divorce and its impact on their children

=

How many children do you have from ex-husband/wife?

2. Do you have children who live with your ex-husbawiti#?

3. How the divorce settled and what was happened glutie process? Explain the
situations of your children and yourself.

What are the main causes of divorce?

What are the social, economic, psychological caosds/orce?

Before marriage, did you expect to face, econosucial and psychological problem?

N o o &

Do you think family marital background has an efffec children’s future life in relation

to marriage?

8. Do you think living arrangement in post-marriagei$ed as cause for divorce? How?

9. Do you believe expectations before marriage hasgative impact on marriage?

10.Do you think relatives or extended family’s attiagg values and believes are determined
couples’ marital stability and quality?

11.What is the main source of income for the household

12.Apart from your means of income, is there any eanncsupport from outside for the
family?

13.Did you get financial support (alimony) from youx-kusband/wife? If so, is it enough
for those child expenses? (education, health, icigifiood, and others)

14. All of your school age children attend school?df why not?

15.Did any of your children dropouts from school? ésy why?

16. What problems that your children have encountessébse of divorce?

17. How is the academic performance of your schoehalihg children after divorce?

A. better than before  B. same as before C.ldlaan before

D. school enrolment after divorce

18.What do you say about the following if the life Istyf your children has been changed
after divorce?
1. They could get what they want 2. They move fronvge school to gov't

3. Sometimes they face food shortage 4y hlaeen’t enough cloth as before



5. They couldn't visit entertainment places 7. ey¥hhaven't leisure time as before
8. They are not happy since divorce 9. Thepldn't get tutor/support on their
education 10. They have started to score low resute then

19.Do you think your children are happy and satisfyhwyour support and care? If yes,
how? If no, why not?

20.What they feel about their father/mother? Are tfreg to talk to you about him/her?

21.Have you ever observed any particular pressureoan ghildren that are emotionally and
psychologically difficult? (Probe: easily upsethgay, feel sad, inferiority, stress,

depression, loss of confidence, etc.)



ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENTAL
STDIES

Questionnaire to be completed by parental divorcedhildren of Yeka
sub-city at Wereda 1 and 8

Dear children

The objective of this questionnaire is for parfidfilment of the requirement for the degree of
Master of Art in geography and environmental stadgpecialization in Population Resources
and Development). The following questionnaire isparred to measure the economic, social and
psychological impacts of divorce on children wellige Some of the statements may refer to the
experiences of your daily life (real experienced asome others asking your perception
concerning your wellbeing. Therefore please to skdbe appropriate phrases by encircling the

number contains your answer that closely indicate yeelings.

The data collected from this questionnaire will ladl used for the research purpose only. And
also all the collected data will be kept only ie tands of the researcher. | hereby request you to
be open and honest while responding so that tleares could succeed and achieve the intended

goal.
THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION!!!

PART I. Background Information

NAME....oe i Current address

AQE. Sub-City....c.ooi v,
S Xttt Wereda........ooovvi i
Place of birth/origin........................ Educational level.....................
Region/Zone.........cccoceviii i Occupational status...................

Sub city/Wereda..............cceennnen Date of interview...........ccoovevviiiiininnnn.



1. When your parents have got divorce?

A. Recently B. before a year C. before ywars

D. before three years E. before four years F. before five/above years
2. What is your living arrangement after your paretv®rced?
A. Came from other place with mother B. Stay sameglivith mother
C. Came from other place with father D. Stay same place with father

E. If any please specify

3. What are your main activities in the househmth inside and outside home?

A. Household chores including child care B. Engage on petty trading inside home
C. Engage on petty trading outside home D. Involve on daily work including
working on others home E. If any plesgecify

4. Do you have access of the necessary things forljewafter parents’ divorce?

1. School A. better than before B. same as before . wdtse than before

2. Friends A. better than before B. same as befor€. worse than before

3. Food A. better than before B. sambedsre C. worse than before

4. Clothing A. better than before B. same as beforeC. worse than before

5. Housing A. better than before B. same as beforeC. worse than before

5. Among the major domains of life which one is moifecting your life after your parents’

divorce?

1. Economic (probe: shortage of food, clothingafinial constraint for education and health)
2. Social (probe: weak relationships with parentsl driends, weak academic and social
competency) 3. Psychologipabbe: stress, depression, loss of confidence/ low

self-esteem, upset/anger, anxiety, feeling of temla disappointment, etc) 4. Not affected



6. Did you get financial support (alimony) from ydather/mother? If so, is it enough for

your expenses? (probe: education, health, clotiiaugl, and others)

1. No 2. Enough to cover the major expenses 3.tthe lbit low to cover

major expenses 4. Very low

12. How do you explain your relation with your familyembers?

I have close relation with my mother than fathesehese she loves me more
I have close relation with my father than motheréase he loves me more
| have close relation with both parents.

I haven’t as such relation with both parents.

moowp»

If any please specify

7. Do you think you have better life if your pate didn’t get divorce?

1. Yes, absolutely | have 2. Yes, | think Zouldn’t say any
4. No, | may not have 5. Never think

8. Are you prefer working alone rather than witheys?

1. Yes, absolutely I prefer 2. Yes, sometimes .. [@ouldn’t say any
4. No, | didn't 5. Never

9. Do you feel that you lost the most importantspe/s in your life?

1. Yes, | feel strongly 2. Yes, | feel 3. outdn’t say any
4. No, | don't feel 5. Never

10. Do you get enough financial support (alimomgpi your father/mother?

1. No alimony 2. Yes, itis enough

3. Low to cover the major expense Vdry little to cover the expense



10. How do you explain the effects of parentsbdoe?
1. Itis more severe for me 2. Itis a little &ftecting my life 3. | couldn’t say any
4. No effect on my life 5. Strongly disagree
11. Have you got enough meal on time after patrentorce?
1. Yes, | have got enough 2. Sometimesss@zer either my lunch or dinner.

3. I couldn't say any 4. The sambefore

14. Are you satisfied with all that you have got?

1. Yes, absolutely | am satisfied 2. Yes, pdytinhm satisfied

3. I couldn’t say any 4. No, | am not 5. Kev

THANK YOU'



ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENTAL
STUDIES

The following questions to be asked by FGD patrticints (children of
divorced) in Yeka sub-city at Wereda 1 and 8

Dear FGD participants

The objective of this question is for partial fliifient of the requirement for the degree of
Master of Art in geography and environmental stsdgpecialization in population resources and
development. These questions are designed to tolita about the major negative impacts of

divorce on children’s life.

The data collected from these questions will alubed for the research purpose only. And also
all the collected data will be kept only in the Harof the researcher. | hereby request you to be
open and honest while responding so that the reseamuld succeed and achieve the intended

goal.

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION!!!

PART I. General Information

Place of birth.........ccocovvii
Educationallevel............ccovveviiiininnn.
Occupational status.............ccceevvevnnnnn.

Date of Interview..........cccooveeiinnnnn...



1. What are the major consequences of divorce onremisllife?

2. How children’s wellbeing is affected by parenty/alice?

3. What are the economic, social and psychologicalactg of divorce on children
wellbeing?

4. Do you think parental divorced children have goalgy food after family dissolution? If

not why?

5. What kind of risks could be happened on childrerinduand after parents got divorce?

6. Do you think those children have got all servidesafth, education, etc) adequately as
children’s of intact family?

7. Are they active in social interaction (playing wftikends, working with others, etc.)?

8. Do you think parental divorced children involve ma@n work both inside and outside
home than before parents have got divorce? Ifly@s,and why?

9. What do you think about their academic performaae?hey better, same as or lower
than after parents have got divorce? Why?

10.Have you ever seen children of divorced parents whparticular pressures of emotional
and psychological difficulty? (probe: depress,stranxiety, disappointment, low
confidence, etc)

11. Do you think those children have strong relatiathwheir parents after divorce? Why?

12.Do you think those children are happy after theiligsndissolution?



ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENTAL
STUDIES

This question to be asked by key informants in Yekaub-city at
Wereda 1 and 8

Dear key informants

The objective of this question is for partial fliifient of the requirement for the degree of
Master of Art in geography and environmental stsdgpecialization in population resources and
development. These questions are designed to tdi¢a about the major causes of divorce and

its consequences on children’s life.

The data collected from these questions will alubed for the research purpose only. And also
all the collected data will be kept only in the Harof the researcher. | hereby request you to be
open and honest while responding so that the r&seamuld succeed and achieve the intended

goal.

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION!!!
PART I. General information
Sub-City....cooi i,
Wereda..........cooveviiiiii e,
Sector/responsibility..................

Educational level.....................



1. What are the major causes of divorce in this conity@n
2. What are the social, economic, cultural causesvairde?

3. Do you think family marital background has an efffec children’s future life in relation
to marriage?
4. Do you think living arrangement in post-marriage ased for cause of divorce?

5. How do you explain the impacts of divorce on clalus live in this community?

6. How psychological, social and economic conditiofisca children’s wellbeing because
of parents divorce?

7. How parents divorce affect children’s life in theshildhood and future life? Brief
explanation in terms of social, economic and psiaxjical aspects.

8. When and how children of divorced family are makelly to exposed at risk?

9. Among the major domains of capacity (economic, aoand psychological), which one
of them more affects children’s life?

Key respondents were:

~HANK YOU!



Case History questions
Semi-structured questions for case study informant§parental divorced children).

1. Please tell me about your life, by comparing theagion with before and after parents’
divorce?

2. How do you explain the effects of your parentsadoe on your life?

3. Among domain of life (economic, social, psychol@c which one is more sever to
you?

4. How do you remember the process of your parentsrde?

5. Do you have brothers and sisters? If yes, are lilieg together with you? If not where
they live and with whom?

6. How do you differ from your peers who live with thevo parents?

~HANK YOU!
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Appendix A

Table 3: Frequency distribution of divorced men andwomen by their educ:

level and occupational status

Frequencies of occupational status of women

Educational
level

Daily work | Petty Employed Others Total

trading work

No education
Primary 2 1 0 3
Secondary and 1 2 0 4
G-10 completed
Certificate 1 0 1
Diploma 1 0 1
Degree 1 0 1
Total 3 6 0 11

Educational level

Frequencies of occupational status of men

Daily work | Petty Employed Others Total
trading work

No education
Primary 2 2
Secondary and 1 1
G-10 completed
Certificate
Diploma
Degree 1 1
Total 3 4




Appendix B

Table 5: Shows the percentage distribution of agend sex of parental divoiccu

children

Sex of Age group of the Number of Percentage

respondent children respondent

Female 6-12 10 30
13-18 8 24

Total 18 54

Male 6-12 8 24
13-18 7 22

Total 15 46

Appendix C

Table 6: Frequency distribution of FGD participants in sex and age category

No of participants in a( Sex
group
Research
Sites 6-12 13-18| male | Female Total
Wereda 1 7 3 2
Wereda 8 - 4 2




Appendix D

Table 7: Indicates the list of FGD participants

No Age Sex Level of Research
education site

1 7 F G-1 Wereda 1
2 9 F G-3 Wereda 1
3 10 F G-3 Wereda 1
4 11 F G-4 Wereda 1
5 8 M G-2 Wereda 1
6 9 M G-3 Wereda 1
7 12 M G-4 Wereda 1
8 13 F G-5 Wereda 8
9 14 F G-5 Wereda 8
10 14 F G-6 Wereda 8
11 16 F G-8 Wereda 8
12 13 M G-6 Wereda 8
13 14 M G-2 Wereda 8
14 17 M Dropout Wereda 8
15 16 M Dropout Wereda 8




Appendix E

Table 9: Indicates the types of negative impactscchildren’s wellbeing following

parents’ divorce

Domain of Frequency Percent cumulative
wellbeing Percent
Food shortage 10 30 30
Shortage of clothing 12 37 67
Financial constraint for 9 27 94
education and entertainment

Unable to get support for | 10 30 125
education/tutor

Unable to get parents love | 8 24 149
and moral support

Psychological problem 33 100 249
Total 33 100 249




Appendix H

Table 14: Shows economic, social and psychologi@alpacts of divorce on children

wellbeing following parent’s divorce.

Do you feel that you lost the most important pei@n/s in your life?

Frequency Percentage
Yes, | feel strongly 23 70
Yes, a little bit 7 21
| couldn’t say any 0 0
No, | don't feel 3 9
Never 0 0
Total 33 100
How do you explain the effects of parents’ divorcg
Frequency Percentage
It is more severe for i 21 64
Itis a little bit affecting 10 30
my life
| couldn’t say any 0 0
No effect on my life 2 6
Total 33 100
Children explain their relation with family members
ltems Frequency Percentage
Close relation with 13 39.
mother
Close relation with 3 9
father
Having close relation | 15 46
with both
No as such close 2 6
relation with both
If any please 0 0
specify
Total 33 100

Have you got enough meal on time after parents’ dorce?

Frequency Percentage
Yes, | have got enough 10 27
Sometimespassover | 11 34
either my lunch o
dinner.
| couldn’t say any 4 12
The same as before 8 24
Total 33 100




Do you get enough financial support (alimony) fromyour father/mother?

Frequency Percentage
Enough to coverthe | 0 0
major expense
Low to cover major 9 27
expense
Very low 8 24
No, alimony 16 49
Total 33 100
Are you satisfied with all that you have got?

Item Frequency Percentage
Yes, absolutely | | O 0
am satisfied
Yes, partially I am 5 15
satisfied
| couldn't say any] O 0
No | am not 25 76
Never 3 9
Total 33 100

Do you think you have better life if your parentsdidn’t get

divorce?

Frequency Percentage
Yes, absolutely | | 25 76
have
Yes, | think 6 18
| couldn’t say any| 2 6
No, | may not 0 0
have
Never 0 0
Total 33 100

Are you preferred working alone rather than with others?

Frequency Percentage
Yes, absolutely I | O 0
prefer
Yes, sometimes 2 6
| couldn’t say any] O 3
No, | didn’t 30 91
Never 0 0
Total 33 100
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