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Glossary of Amharic words / terms 

Woreda (district): The fourth tire/ unit of administration from top to bottom in the present 

administrative arrangement of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. 

Dabo and Jigae: indigenous associations of volunteers in which people join hands to help 

each other to carry out agricultural activities. 

Derg: A military government that existed in Ethiopia from 1974 - 199 1 

Kebele: is a sub-district, next to Woreda (district). It is the lowest administrative unit in the 

present decentralization arrangement. 

Eddir: is an indigenous burial association ll1surance scheme in which a household head 

contributes money for members so that the household does not face cash shortfalls in the event of 

the death of a family member. 

Mahaber: is an indigenous religious association of most often 12 members to commemorate 

Martyrs ' , Angels ' and Saints' Days in ceremonial festivity on a rotation basis. It involves a 

meeting every month. It also serves as an association where members help each other to carry 

out agricultural activities, social and religious duties. 

Sell bate: is a religious meeting done every Sunday by an association of unlimited number of 

members based on strong social ties in which a member or two brew local drinks for the 

Sunday meeting on a rotation basis. 

S/lllmma : a general name for traditionally woven textile products. 

Timad- a local land measurement equal to one -fourth of a hectare. 

Zar, chalae and dua: are almost similar and the same types of cultural cults and spiritual 

mechanisms done to treat the sick or to bid prosperity health and welfare to an individual or the 

household in general. 
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Abstract 

This study tries to explore the characteristic of non-and off-farm activities and their role in rural 

household livelihoods in Gubalaflo Woreda of Amhara Regional State. The challenges of 

undertaking non-and ofJ-farm activities of the study Woreda and local government institutional 

support to non-and ofJ-farm activities are also explored. 

The study used household survey, focus group discussions, key-informant in- depth interviews, 

andjield observation to generate primary data. 

Descriptive statistical analysis was utilized to present results and discussions. The study jinds 

that orientation toward non-and off-farm activities in the study area is a result of historical 

factors, transforming structures and pressures arising from declining agricultural production 

and productivity. Findings indicate that households were forced to undertake additional 

activities in order to compensate failures in agricultural income and in order to maintain their 

social and economic viability. Non-and off- farm activities of the study area are survival oriented 

seasonal supplementary activities, but their contribution to household livelihood security is of 

great value in economic and social terms. 

The implication of the study is that stimulating the non-farm sector requires interventions 

ranging from well organized, planned and demand driven institutional support at local and 

regional level through developing existing niches to expanding large and medium scale 

irrigation at local level. 
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background to the Study 

There has been growing research recognition In recent years that rural livelihoods in many 

developing countries are not limited to income obtained solely from agriculture (Ellis, 1998; 

Reardon, 1997; Carswell, 2000; Bryceson, 1997; Baret! e/ al., 2001; Livingstone, 1997). When 

farming has become insufficient or when the non- farm sector has provided attractive income 

opportunity or due to both reasons, a considerable number of rural populations in developing 

countries have been driven into undertaking non-agricultural activities. The contribution made by 

such diversification is growing in importance with varying degrees among countries. Off- and 

non-farm sources are said to be accounting for 29%, 45%, and 36% of the total rural household 

incomes in South Asia, Eastern and Southern Africa, and Ethiopia respectively (Reardon, 1997). 

Half of rural household incomes in low-income countries are earnings from non-and off-farm 

acti vities as well as transfers from urban areas or abroad (Ellis and Allison, 2004). 

A fi·ica today is a continent of poverty and food insecurity. Even though the question 'why?' is 

beyond the scope of this thesis, it is not debatable whether they can be linked to natural, political, 

economic, social and historical factors . Poverty and food insecurity are more vivid in rural Suh­

Saharan Africa, than elsewhere. Ethiopia is one, if not the first, of those experiencing poverty 

and food insecurity (Lipumba, 2003; Ondiege, 1992 ; Mekonnen, 1999; Workneh, 2006). 

The fact that colonial ism was partially responsible for the under development of African nations 

is unquestionable. However, whether it would make a difference if they were not colonized is 

difficult to judge. But, obviously Ethiopia, an African giant, has sustained both its independence 

and its poveliy simultaneously. It is also doubtful if post-independence African nations are 

economically better than colonial times. 

Development thinking in the 1960s was mainly dominated by the notion of industrialization and 

moderni zation. But the moves toward improving African living standards through large scale 

industriali zation in the following two or so decades did not bring a significant solution at all. 

Most of the blame for this economic failure was laid on domestic polices pursued by post­

independence governments. Over-valued currencies, neglect of peasant agriculture, too heavy 



emphasis on protected manufacturing industry, and too much state interventions in the economy 

were seen as the main factors (Bryceson, 1997). 

Policy prescriptions in the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s shifted their attention to the agricultural 

sector. This major shift acquired its seeds from the "small-farm" efficiency paradigm, which was 

born in the middle of the 1960s (Ellis and Biggs, 200 I). While the dual-economy theories of 

Lewis (1954) and Fei and Reinis (1964) disregard the role of small- farm in the development 

process, the 'small-farm ' efficiency rural development thinking that developed in the 1960s 

(Schultz, 1964; Mellor, 1966) saw it as an engine of growth and development for low-income 

countries. This idea promised more productivity and efficiency through intensive use of 

abundant labour and the implementation of appropriate technology than through capital 

demanding large-scale farming. Besides, the assumption built a linkage with the industrial sector 

and a development progress from agriculture to industry. 

Eventually, neither agriculture nor industry came through with self-sufficiency, put aside 

development. Population growth accompanied by land-deficiency and landlessness, 

environmental degradation, slow spread of technology, and low investment in agriculture 

rendered the farming sector insufficient to sustain rural livelihoods. Agriculture has become 

insufficient means of survival; asset activity and income diversification are now the major 

components of livelihood strategies in rural Africa. Very few people live by farming alone but 

eff011s to support the non-farm sector seem to be reluctant (Brett et ai, 2001; Bryceson, 1997). 

As the situation in Ethiopia appears largely the same, the focus of this thesis on rural non-and­

off-farm activities is in line with current development research emphasis. 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Ethiopia is one of the most agricultural dependent economies in Sub-Saharan Africa. Drought 

and famine catastrophes have been major threats since the BCs (Pankhurst, 1985). Natural 

calamites, erratic rainfall, rinderpests, and caterpillars had a lot to do with these crises. The 

leadership, most importantly of latter times, was also equally accountable for policy and 

institutional inefficiencies (Mesfin, 1999; Pankhurst, 1985; Degefa, 2005). 

The nature and extent of drought vulnerability of the nation has been well documented. 

Practically, every region of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia hosts food insecurity 
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