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ABSTRACT 

Marital life dissolution has important and direct effect on the well being of the family at the 

individual or societal level. But studies on marital dissolution with its causative factors 

especially due to family migration are rare and scarce in our cauntry. The present study 

attempts to explore the basic demographic and socio- economic determinants of female first 

marital dissolution in Addis Ababa, the case of Yeka sub-city, using primary data. A total of 

600 women were interviewed using structured questionnaire. And an in-depth interview was 

done with selected key informants. Among surveyed women 61.3 percent of the families were 

migrants within first marriage. Concerning the result, the bi-variate analysis indicates the 

significant association of migration status of the family, age at first marriage and some socio­

economic characteristics of respondents with marital dissolution. Moreover migration status 

of the family, number of migration, stream of migration within first marriage and the place 

where the family live at the start of first marriage are among the variables which showed a 

significant difference between the dichotomous groups. On the other hand, the result of 

logistic regressian analysis showed that first marital dissolution would be higher among 

migrants than non migrant families and as the number of migration within first marriage 

increases marital dissolution would increase. Moreover families who live in rural area after 

the time of first marriage have a higher risk of marital dissolution than those who lived in 

urban area. Accardingly, based on this result the researcher recommend to study further on 

the causes and cansequences of family migration in relation to marital dissolution. 

VI 



CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Statement of the Problem 

Family is the fundamenta l unit that is the centra l pillar of any society. Family is 

formed through th e m a rital status a nd partnership of couples bonded by 

mutual attraction . Marital stabili ty is one of the major factors in which soc inl 

strength, harmonious living environment and generation continuity IS 

guaranteed. On the other hand, marital life dissolution has important and 

direct effect on the wel lbeing of the family at the individual or societal level 

(!,SCE 1998, QuisumlJing and Kelly 2003, Ikamari 2005) . It also ch8 nges the 

household co mpos il ion o f the population (FSCE 1998). On th e bas is of the 

natura l relationsh ip o r fa mily and social structure, family if not the best but 

widely interpreted social institute. 

In Ethiopia marriage is viewed as a normal and expected formal proced ure of 

living, a n essential good associated with safety for all involved. To achieve this, 

in most of the cases young people entered in to the marital obligations with 

little or inadequate knowledge of their duties and responsibiliti es within 

marriage . Due to this, they usually prefer to escape from the unfulfilled 

ma rri age comm itment by d ivorce or sepa ra tion at early age . They used to clo the 

same, whcn thcy discovcr in the late years that marriage is a serious business 

and is not always as romantic and exciting as they u sed to dream it. In re lrltion 

to this , the repo rt of the Ethiopia n Central Statistical Authority on Nmional 

Fertilit) Survey cOl ld uc tcd in 1990; showcd that 47.3 percent of women wh o 

married below 15 years of age had their marriage dis?olved by divorce or 

separatio n (CSA, 1993). 

1 



A num be r of factors that leads to fam ily dissolution have been pointed out by 

differen t family and socia l science researche rs. For instance, Landale a nd 

Ogena (1995) noted tha t the causes of marital dissolution as compared to soc ia l 

in tegration '. Socia l in tegrat ion increases the likelihood that people wi ll follow 

social n orms in choosi ng an appropriate spouse a nd fulfilling their ma rita l 

roles . And marita l di ssolution will be relatively high where social integration is 

low. This is due to the fac t that people will have the c ha nce to think a nd decide 

by thei r own for the benefit of their union. Additiona lly , while at the individual 

level, those fami lies who are not as well integrated in to the socia l struc ture will 

have highe r rates of marital dissolution. At the aggregate level, popu lation 

mobility has been emphasized: high population turnover is assumed to weaken 

both traditional fa mily values and normative consensus regarding socia l life 

(Landale and Ogena, 1995). Because these cha nges led to greater individualism 

and less elTcelive soc ia l control over the actions of individua ls , population 

mobility is assumed to be positively related to the rate of marita l di sso lution 

(Landale and Ogena, 1995). 

Today, the caus,d relat ionship between interna l migration and ma ri ta l 

dissolution remallls virtually unexplored , despite the extensive literatures 

showing that migrati on can be a stress ful event, often involving s ign ifica nt 

changes in a person 's routines, ro les , a nd identities (Mcallum 1990 and Boyle 

et a l 2006) . Changes in res idence have been found to influence psychological 

well-being a nd result in depression, particularly among women, who are ofte n 

expected to cope with the practicali ties of changing. Geographic relocation can 

negatively a ffect c hi ldren, influencing school dropout rates, educational 

attainment, dc lin quent hchavior, a nd substance abu se. These kind s o f s t resses 

put strain on the parents of these childre n , and frequent moves are even more 

stressl'til for coup lr·'s hecause of the cumulative effect of these s tressors (Kulu 

1 Socia l illlegrm ioll is to mean when coup les arc embedded to differing degrees ill a larger network of socia l lics. 

which $\,.'1"\' \.' $ 10 reinforce hllih th~ Ill:lrital bond and cohes ion orlhe family unit ( Landale and Ogcna, 1995). 
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a n d Muszyn ska, 2007). Con sequently , the net effect of a ll n egati ve fac tors 

related to mobility o n th e co uples will be the dissolution of their ma ri t8 1 u nion 

(Kulu a nd Mu szyn ska, 2007). 

Fa mily migration 2 is expected to I!1crease th e propensity of union di ssolution 

through fac tors rela ted to pla ce of origin (Boyle et al 2008). Sometimes s tric t 

social norm s a nd expe riences a ppear as a prevailing factor tha t depos it 

emotional stres s again s t couples so as to give less priority to dissoluti on. The 

societa l norm may interpret d issolution as a consequence of failure, intoleran ce 

or unfa ithfulness. In thi s case, moving to a new location may free people from 

those social n etworks that discourage separa tion . For example , umon 

dissolution m ay be more difficult in locations where friend s are more likely to 

be both long-standing and common to both partners (Boyle et a l 2006). On the 

other way, moving may despair a person to miss the place that was left. Women 

are more likely th a n men to be kin keepers, and separation from extended 

fa mi ly members m ay be pa rticu la rly stressful for women (Rosenth a l, 1985). 

Conside ring the effect of movement, destination characteristics m ay a lso be 

innu enti a l (Boy le et. al 2008). One partner may be less enthusias tic about the 

dest in a tioll tha n th e olher and new locations offer d ifferent opportunilies, 

including potentia l new partners (Boyle et a l 2008). Migrants may a lso become 

exposed to new environments where separation is more common and soc ia lly 

acceptable . 

Furthermore , some other studies indicates that marital dissolution is ac tually 

rela ted to low s ta nda rd of living, increasing pressure on traditional ma rriage 

prac tices (a rra nged marriage and ea rly age at marriage), lack of ma rita l 

ha ppiness, inability to assume marital responsibility, experience of pa rent's 

di ssolu t ion of ma rriage , number of living children in the household, in creased 

labor force participa ti on among women. Supportive evidence in the case of 

Eth iopia, pa rtic ularly Addis Ababa h a s been presented by researche rs o f the 

2 Family migration is 10 mC:llll lll" migration or both couples with their family members from the place wh ere they 
estab lish thei r union. 
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fie ld suc h as Wond imye (2007) where c hild lessne ss a nd viola tion of thc righ t to 

ch oose a partner a ppea red to be the m a in causes. 

Apa r t from reasonin g the fa ctors of marita l dissolution , related con SCCJue ll ces of 

m a ri la l d isso lution have been assessed by different researchers . Mosl scholars 

agree th at divorce has a negative impact not only on husband, wife a nd 

c hildren IJUl al so OIl lh c sociely a lla rge. For instancc, marita l di sso luli oll is lh c 

m ajo r co mponent of the increase in fem a le headed households that IC8 ds ma ny 

wo men a nd c hildren to live a t or below poverty level; psychological s tress a nd 

a lso child re n of divorced pa rents do less well in school and expe ri ence more 

e motiona l a nd be havioral proble m s than do children who live in '" lluc lca r 

fa mily structure or th eir biologica l parents (F'SCE, 1998). 

In view of the complica ted factors a ssociated in the female's marita l ins ta bility 

a nd in s pi te of its profound effect on their lives, studies on marita l di ssolution 

with part ic ul a r emphas is on its ca u sative factors especially due Lo fa mily 

migra lio n a re rare a nd scarce in our country. Hence, this s tudy inlc nd s to 

con tribu le a nd fill a ce l-tain ga p in our knowledge about the bas ic dcmogrn phic 

and socio- econ om ic de te rmina nts of fema les' first marital dissoluti on . This 

s ludy is cund uc lcd ill Addis Aba ba city administration, Yeka Sub Ci ty . Yeka 

Sub Ci ty of Addis Ababa is selected due to high prevalence of ma rital 

di ssolution of the area evidenced by the Central Statistical Autho ritv's 2007 

popu lat ion a nd hou s ing census ma rital status data3 _ 

! It ha::, lh:I..'1l !"ulIl1ll uut thaI ,lbuUl ! 5.525 male and lema Ie arc inves ti gated as di vorce or separation (H1 1011 ~ IhL'SC 

J 1,788 were fCJ1l<l ies (Ce nt r,li ~ t <H i sticJl Authority Preliminary Report). 
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1.2. Objectives of the Study 

1.2.1. General Objective 

The genera l objective of this study is to investigate the basic demograph ic and 

socio- economic determin a n ts of female first ma rital dissolution. 

1.2.2. Specific Objectives 

The spec ific objectives this investigation desired to achieve are :-

• Identifying the number of union specific migration that influences marita l 

stability. 

• Assess ing th e relationship between family migra tion (rural-urban and 

urban -urba n) with m a rital stabili ty . 

• Exploring the socio-economic and demographic s ituations of couples 

related to the di ssolu tion of their marital conjugation. 

• Recommending a nd providing a ppropriate data that can be instrum ented 

for performance of functiona l policy measures to be taken in th e sphere 

of migration a nd first marital dissolution. 

1.3. Justification of the Study 

Recent trend s in the world appear to be challe nging the institution of mClrria ge 

a nd fam ily to fulfill its soc ia lly expected functions. Statis tica l data a re showing 

th at fi gure s of separat ion a nd divorce rates have been rising steadily over t ime 

a lmost in all parts of th e world. Nea r the middle of nineteenth century, only 

about 5% of firs t marriage ended in divorce (Preston a nd Mc Dona ld, 1979). 

Apparen tly, demographers estimate that about half of first marriage in itia ted in 

recent years will be volunta rily dissolved (Cherlin , 1999). In United States 44 

percen t of marriages would end in divorce (Che rlin, 1999). 

In Ethiopia, at least one third of the first marriages di ssolved due to divorce and 

separation (CSA 1993). In terms of migration status, even th ough the 

proportion of divorcerl women in Addis Ababa was lower than other urban , 
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status of first ma rriage a mong ever married women was unstable for migrants 

tha n non migra nts (56.5% and 35.6%) (CSA 1993 and 1997) . 

Previous studies ide ntified a number of socioeconomic a nd demographic factors 

such as ed u cationa l attainment, employment status , age of spouses, numbe r of 

living childre n, expe rien ce in pa rental divorce and migration status have 

s igni fi ca nt relationships with divorce . And they have considered relation s hip 

betwee n ma rita l dissolution a nd migration was due to the high rate of d ivorced 

in-migrants4 from other regions of the country, particularly those comin g from 

othe r rural a reas . On t he contra ry, this study assessed the basic demographic 

a nd socio-economic de terminants of female first marital dissolu t ion with 

especia l emphasis with fami ly migra tion. 

1.4. Significance of the Study 

The researcher believes that this investigation and its result will h ave 

numerous significances; one of the major s ignificance is the courage it brings 

about the future research in the subject matter. And the outcomc of the 

investigation a ppend s a supplementary document towards solvi ng certa in 

socioeconomic and demographic problems of fa mily migration which resu lts in 

divorce or separatio n. 

1.5. Scope of the Study 

The scope of this study is limited to the capital, Addis Aba ba in the Ycka S ub­

city area . It is not the issue of this paper to address first marital dissolution 

happened as a resu lt of the migration of one of the parents which is a lready 

studied by m any demographic and social researchers. The marita l dissolutions 

dealt hear d id not include a ll m a rita l dissolution ha ppened before reaching 

Addis Ababa. 

~ The migrant hear refers to the migrat ion of one of the family members among the cou ples but not the whole family. 
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1.6. Literature Review 

Socioeconomic and demographic researches have already pointed out major 

factors that contribute to marital dissolution . Some of these factors were 

previously mentioned. In view of their relation with the objective of th e research 

migration, number of living children in the marriage, experience in parental 

divorce, duration of marriage, work status of the husband and wife, age at first 

marriage, age difference between spouses, educational status of the husband 

and wife, consent on first marriage and first husband's marital experience are 

discussed. The 'reviewing of these points is made aiming at the justifying thei r 

relation with marital dissolution. 

1.6.1. Migration and Marital Dissolution 

According to Boyle et a l. (2006) family migration IS expected to ll1crease the 

propensity of union dissolution due to the following reasons: 

Firstly, the non-symmetrical gain and loss from family migration possibly exerts 

a negative influence on the quality of the relationship between the partners. 

The basis of this theory can be seen from two angles (Boyle et aI, 2006). Th e 

first is when women'" economic well-being and the second aspect is when 

employment suffers from family migration, which is usually stimulated by the 

man's profess iona l c~<n;er (Boyle et al. 2003). Usually women 's employment 

careers are frequen tiy disrupted after the move, they occupy lower positions or 

they elf(; paid less theJi1 in the jobs they had prior to the move (Min ce r 1978; 

Shihadeh 1991, Boyle et al. 2001, Cooke, 2003). Due to these a tied migrant 

might experience personal loss that is unexpectedly high when moving with a 

partner, and she may consider separating from him when an opportuni ty to do 

so opens up, i.e., when she can afford to maintain a separate household 

(Mincer 1978, Boyle et al. 2006). 

Secondly, moving to a new place also leads to changing social network s. Social 

networks at the old place of residence might have constrained divorce, 
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particularly the soc ial ne tworks shared by both par tners, where k in rcla tions 

playa major role (Boyle et a !. 2006), This d issolution entails the loss of a source 

of psyc hologica l a nd soc ia l s upport. As a result, migration may overload a 

couple, with one of the partners expecting from the other to fill in te rms of the 

psychological and socia l functions fulfilled previou s ly by the membe rs of the 

former networks (Kulu a nd Musznyska, 2007), The addition al burdcn may 

increase u nion insta b ili ty, 

Thirdly, ch a nging the place of residence is stressful and th is may precipitate 

divorce, This a'pplies in pa rticular to frequen t movers (Boyle et a !. 2006), A 

change of residence requires s ign ificant changes to a person's routines, roles , 

and iden ti ties, a ll of which a re a m ajor source of stress, and particula rly so if it 

h a pp( ~ Il<; "g~l ill <In ri <IgCl in , S imi larly, '"he moving process in itse lf is st l'css ful , 

since the women expected to bear more of the burden for such move, as th ey 

are mO lT likcly to be in volved in a rra nging for the movement of househo ld 

possessions, acquiring new household items, organizing childcare, a nd other 

child centered activities (Boyle et a !. 2006), Therefore, any good opportunity 

favorabl e of sepa ra tion may be welcomed in the course of time, 

Finally, marriage market cha nges as the place of residence changes , New 

potentia l partners beco me available; these are likely to be pa rtners with whom 

the move r is in co ntac t with in everyday life, thu s plac ing ad ditiona l strnins on 

the current relationsh ip (South and Spitze 1986, Boyle et a !. 2006), 

There a1T al so reaso n s to bclievc that the effec t of migra tion depends on the 

settlements of or igin a nd destination, Migration from rural to urban areas 

entails a move to a n environment where more liberal views domin ate and 

divorce is less stigmatized (Boyle et a!. 2006), Further, cities offer greater 

opportunities fo r a woman to find a j ob and maintain a separate household, 

Lastly, as the ma rriage m arket in urban a reas is larger, lhere is a lso a high er 

chance to find a be tter match there (South and Spitze 1986, Boyle et a !. 2006) 

a nd couples m a rry, a nd stay married, because the utili ty from marriage exceeds 
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the sum o[ utilities when separated (Becker et al. 1977). In add ition , coup les 

who move from a rural to an urban a rea should thus have a conside ra b ly 

higher risk of un ion dissolution than those staying in a rura l a rea, because o[ 

the effect of both th e m igration and the destination context (Boyle e t a l. 2006). 

1.6.2. Number of Living Children in the Marriage 

According to Becker et ai's (1977), child ren are "marriage specific capita l" a nd 

should be expected to stabilize relationship. The p resence of children in union 

may be a source o[ satisfaction for that marriage and couples m ay have 

children as a meDn s to keep their m a rriage together. Cherlin's (1 977) a nd 

Canabal (1990) showed that the deterrent effect of children for d ivorce a nd 

separation is, when they a re in pre-school age owing to once the children are in 

a family a re in school, they do not seem to influence the probability of divorce 

and sqJCl ralion. lie illlerpreted lhat lhe high costs of those children in lime, 

money ~n d erfort s('em to net DS n restra int to marita l dissolution. Thus ill I' hi s 

. case, even though there is a family migration th e presence of ch ildren below 

school age ma y strengthen the m a rital bondage for the sake of them. 

On the other hand, c hildren may reduce the benefits of marriages . It m ay 

produce stre ss on ma rital bonds and raise m a r ita l dissatisfaction, Becker et 

a I., 1977 suggest m ore of a U-sha ped relationship between family s ize a nd the 

risk o[ divorce: couples with three or more children have h igher d ivorce and 

separalion ri s ks tha n those with two chi ldren. In part, the h igher leve ls o [ 

dissolution among coup les with la rge r family sizes can be partia lly expla in ed by 

the association between early (and prema rital) childbearing and larger 

completed fam ily sizes (Murphy, 1985) . In such cases , family m igration may be 

add itional factor to conclude that marital d issatisfaction in the dissolution of 

the un ion . Moreover , there is a widely accepted belief that divorce a nd 

separation rates are moderately lower for those who have children tha n [or the 

in fert ile or childless (Winebe rg, 1988). 
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1.6.3. Parents Marital Experience 

Marital dissolution has transmission behavior from parents to their children 

(F'eng e t a I., 1999). Thi s is to say, offspring who were exposed to poor pa re ntal 

models uf interpersonal behavior may have more difficulty of establishing a nd 

maintaining intimate relationship in later life (Boyle et a l. 2006). Ama to (1996) 

showed that those wh o come from happy, intact families themselves, were m ore 

likely to report low levels of conflict and instability of their own marriages. 

Others have looked explicitly at the risk of divorce; Amato and DeBour (2001) 

and Cherlin a nd Kinnan (1999) showed that divorce was less likely in fam ili es 

where neither the husband nor wife experienced a parental divorce. Related to 

this, Bumpass et a l. 199 1 found that parental divorce increased the odds of 

marital dissolution by 70% for daughters. People from divorced fam ilies of 

origin were m ore likely to exhibit behaviors that undermined relationship 

quali ty (Amato and DeBour 2001 ). But study conducted in Addis Ababa 

showed that parents' marita l history appears not to determine the marita l 

stability of spouses (Wondimiye, 2007) . This seams, although, the marital 

history put stress on children expectation of their future, they may take their 

own example suitable for them. 

1.6.4. Duration of Marriage 

Many studies reported that the majority of dissolution of marital union occurs 

in the first few years of marriage. This may be due to marital specific capital 

such as children, sexual compatibility, and knowledge of one's mate increases 

with duration (Becker et al. 1977) . Thus, the probability of marital dissolution 

tends to decline as dumtion of marriage increa ses (Becker et a l 1977, Bracher 

et al 1993) . Hailemarim (2000) in his comparative analysis of determi nants of 

age at first marriage and marital stability in Add is Aba ba found that duration of 

marriage is positivc ly rclatcd wi th marital dissolution. 

Since age and marital duration are s trongly correlated, it is difficult to untangle 

the effects of the two conceptually distinct variables. Empirically, the resul ts 
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a re similar: divorce/separation is less likely when respondents and malTi agcs 

are older (White, 1990), How much of this effect is due to selective HIIl'i lion 

th rough divorce a nd how much of actu a l changes 111 propens ity to 

divorce / separation wi th age and duration is unclear. It is a lso unclear whether 

the rt'asons for divorce/separation ch ange by age and duration , Booth a nd 

associates (1986) argue that age at ma rr iage, health , socia l integration, a nd 

income are less important pred ictors of d ivorce/sepa ration at h igher ages a nd 

durations, but olher studies show no s ignificant d ifferences in pred ictors of 

divorce/ separation among long versu s short m a rriages (South and Spitze, 

1986). But if positive re lation of duration of first ma rriage a nd m a ri ta l stabili Ly 

is considered as significant, that m igra tion of s hort lived fa mily would be more 

of high risk. 

1.6.5. Work Status of the Husband and Wife 

Marr iages have been found more likely to dissolve when wives a re employed 

(Booth ct HI 1983 and 1984 and Jalovaraa 2001). They a n alyzed the effcc t of 

fema le employment on union dissolution in terms of independence and income 

effect. The woman's e mployment experience can increase the opportunity of 

union dissolut ion by increasing her financial independen ce . On th e contra l-y, if 

the effect of employment on un ion dissolut ion throu gh income is by increasing 

fam ily income; this extra income can decrease financia l stress a nd increase 

marital specific capital (South and Spitze 1986). Th e result of this extra in come 

is to make a un ion more att ractive re lative to availa ble a lte rn atives, decreas ing 

the likelihood of un ion dissolu tion (Rogers and DeBour, 200 1) . 

On the othe r ha nd , studies reported that even th ough unem ployment of both 

husband a nd wife leads to an increased risk of divorce / separation by 

controlling other fa cto rs husba nd unem ploymen t had the strongest impact. 

Similarly, unemployment among men seems to create a greate r strain on 

families lhan unemployment among women (Hansen, 2005 . and Bracher e L a l 

1993). Two explanations have been given for this : the first explanation is that, 
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sincc men cusLomarily have been the main providers of family income, the 

financial strain on families is greate r when the husband is un c mploycd 

(Hansen, 2005 and Bracher et a l 1993). The second explanation is bascd on 

Role theory . It is argued that unemployed women do not feel the same pressu re 

as uncmployed mcn wiLh regard to getting a new job (Hansen, 2005 and 

Bracher et al. 1993). It is also said that when women become unemployed, they 

discard the problem of two roles that is they get to spend more time with their 

children, to do housework, and to take care of her husband. But unempl oyed 

men fail to participate in household work, this results conflict between 

spouses. Thus unemployment among men may rather leads to increased rather 

than decreased conflicts over role and authority within families (Jense n and 

Smith, 1990). Generally, unemployment especially husbands, would lead to a n 

increased risk of marital dissolution (Hansen, 2005). Conversely, Jalovaraa 

(2001) reported that the risk of marital dissolution is higher among not working 

spouses than those working. It can be seen from the above theories that family 

migrati()n can be lhc aggravaLing facLor in the situation especially wh e n the 

husband is unemployed. Although, the effect of migration on th e unerflployed 

husband is not clearly mentioned, sometimes it may be a cause of family 

migrat ion by itself. 

1.6.6. Age at First Marriage 

Age at marriage h as been identified as a major determinant of marital stability 

(white 19(0). Researchers showed that separation and divorce rates decl ine 

sharply with increase in age at marriage (South and Spitze 1986, Martin and 

Bumpass, 1989). fI very young age at first marriage is generally associated 

with short duration of searching, suggestin g relatively poor information about 

the partner's char8c lcristics, a high likelihood of divergence from the ideal 

match, and a high probability of subsequent marital dissolution (Booth and 

Edwards, 1985). But higher age at first marriage is typically thought of as an 

indicator of female autonomy or female empowerment (Reiners, 2003). And 

Booth <Inri J<:c1w;Hcis (1985) reported that marry ing later in life grants sullicicnt 
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time for spouses to prepare emotionally and psychologically or ro r the 

successful performance of m a rita l roles. Additionally, a later age at marriage 

might s igna l a lo nge r marital search tha t culminates in a be tter-matc hed 

spouse (South, 1995). According to Reiners (2003), increas ing age a t first 

marriage to a grea ter degree o r self a rran gement of marriages is a powerrul 

m echanis m or declining divorce ra tes. In contrast, recent evide nce su ggests 

that late marriages, while not at risk to the same extent as early marriages, a lso 

appear to be less stable (Booth and Edwards, 1985). This m ay a ppea r when 

spouses ca n be in nexible and una b le to reconcile their diffe rences at re lat ive ly 

older ages (B itter, J 996). 

Bumpass and Sweet (1 972) repor ted that women who ma rry before age 20 have 

substantially high e r ra tes or marital dissolut ion than women who marry at 

older ages . In Ethiopia, early age at rirst ma rriage is known to be the best 

in tiic;,I() r ()r m;lril;JI di sso luti o n ;IS l"C portcd by Pathrinde r ln lc rnalio n;li 1<: lilio piil 

(2006). An d the major explan ation s ror this high ra te of divorce at early 

marriage includes cmotiona l immaturity , unintended marnage riue to 

pre mari ta l p regnanc ies, poor role performance in marita l rela tionships a nd less 

toleran ce ror any ma ri tal di ssatis rac tion due to suita bili ty of a ltern atives ror 

remarriage (Booth a nd Edwards 1985) . Keeping all the a bove factors as they a re 

migration wi ll give the chance for the early aged parent to break away s uch 

status or ma rri age at nny coast. Especia lly, the high opportu nity to remn rri age 

and less feel ing of responsibility are the en couraging factors for disso lu tion. 

1. 6, 7. Age Difference between Spouses 

Just as a you ng agc at ma rr iage, a greater age difference between spOllses is 

sometimes co nsid e red as charac teristic or a subordinate position or wo mc n 

within the household (Re iners , 2003). According to Reine rs (2003) a study 

concluctcd in l~urcd Malawi, wide age gap engagements pa rticula rly too yo ung 

women engaged to too old men , lessons the women's autonomy and their 

empowe rme nt in th e issues or the ir household. Thus, he views tha t a la rge age 
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diffe rence between s pouses s ign ifi ca ntly redu ces the risk of divorce and may be 

a n indi ca tio n of a grea ter s ubmissiveness of women to th e authority o f the ir 

husba nd. Con t rary to thi s, s tudy made by Pa thfinde r Inte rna tiona l/ Eth iopia 

(2006) on the cau ses and consequen ces of ea rly marriage in Amha ra region 

s howed a con trad ic to ry re sult tha t age d iffere nce between s pou ses grea tly 

affects the leve l of communication , mutua l unde rs tanding, and the ba la nce of 

inf1uence within the fam ily, a nd it gives the m a n considerably more co n t rol 

than lha t he ld by hi s young wifc . Accord ing to the s tudy, age diffc re nce between 

couples where the hus band is at least ten years or older h as been fou nd to be 

negat iv(·ly re lated to tn" ri tu l s tDbili ty . Wli e tl th e age dilTc renee a ffe c ts til e t"U lc 0 1· 

wom a n in the house a nd the level of imbala n ce ge ts higher , the woma n feels 

un importance a nd prac tices like family m igra tion will be risky to th e 

dissolution of the ma rriage. 

1.6.8. Educational Status of the Husband and Wife 

Increa sed socio- economic s ta tus m easured by education a l a tta in mc n t IS 

assoc ialed with in c reased ri s k of union d issolution (Rose, 1992 , Frank a nd 

Wildsmit h , 2005). S u ch e ffect of educa t ion on marital d issolution wa s more 

like ly pronou nced for women (ibid). And (Becker e t a I., 19 77 a nd So u th a nd 

Spitze , 1986) fou nd th e nega tive effect of educa t ion on divorce ri s k. Edu ca t ion 

m igh t be Cl reso urce th a t in c reases the fin a ncia l a nd socia l sta tus of ma rriage 

and couples copin g resources, education can a lso be a resource that can 

p rovi de c:.I c h pa rtn n , fo r in s ta nce, with th c co nfid en cc a nd / or a ltcrnat ives for 

leaving un satisfactory marriage. However, research findings in the assoc iation 

between ma rital in s tability va ry with res pect to the d irection of the relatio nship 

(South and Spitze, 1986. For instance, in som e cases th e rela tions hip bc tween 

f('t11 ~I(' ,·dt\(':l ti o ll ~ t l d ciivo rce is found to be pos iti ve (Bumpa ss a nd Swcc l 1'172; 

Ca naba l 1990) . Und e r other circums ta nces its influence a ppears to bc non ­

linear, wi th the lowes t d ivorce ra tes observed among un-educated wome n a nd 

amo ng th e hi ghes t cducation a l grou ps (Zha n g, 2007). On the contra ry , l ~c iners 

(2003) fo und tha t cdu cation has no effec t on education. Moreover, Diffe re nce in 
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Edueatioll,"l at tainment between ::; pousc::; has a significant effect on di vurce ri ::; k 

(Boyle et al., 2006). Unions where the wife was better educated than the 

husband \Vere more likely to dissolve than unions where the couple h ad s imil a r 

levels of educational attainment (Boyle et al., 2006) . On the same way m igration 

brings additional attraction for the educated parent, a nd if this opportunity is 

not properly managed it creates complicated s ituation inside the family which 

may end the marriage in danger. 

1.6.9. Husband's Marital Experience 

The marital history of spouse influences the propensity to remarry and the 

expenence of the spouses in the remarriage (Schlesinger, 1974). The 

probability for th e in stability of females' first marriage increases if their 

husbands ma rried bef'ore (Schlesinger, 1974). Different scholars docu mented 

that greater maladjustment; confusion and faulty communication are viab le 

among members of the remarriage when compared to the first marnages 

(Perkins and Kahan, 1979). Moreover, White (1 990) s uggests that previously 

divorced persons a re more likely to view separation as an casy solution to 

conflict, or to be m embers of the groups tha t find divorce more acceptable. In 

the contrary, Aguir re and Parr (1982) found that persons who had bee n 

previuusly divorced and were in seeund hi ghe r ureler remarriage::; were ill sl,IiJic 

marnages. 

1.6.10. Consent on First Marriage 

Many believe that an exemplary marriage is characterized by the mutual 

understand ing and respect the couple has for each other. This normally 

happens whe n the couples have entered into the marriage will ingly and \V ithout 

the influence of a ('hird party. Willingness reflects the individual's comm itment 

and readiness to kee p the marriage intact. This argument is picked up by Jones 

(1997), who asserts that the increasing autonomy of youngs ters (and thus of 

young women) and a greater freedom in partner selection contributed to the 

stability of marriages. Accord ing to the Federal Family Law of Ethiopia, age at 
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marriage and consent in the marriage are the two most 'Essentia l Condi tions of 

Marriage'. Thus UIlY practice of ma rri age th a t violales the ri ghl to ch(l(lsl' " 

mate with one's own consent is again st thi s law. In Ethiopia, as a tradil iomlily 

and custo ma rily accepted practice, particularly in rural societies, a rranged 

marriage is a typical feature of forced marriage with the purpose of forgoing 

a lliances between families as well as broadening the resource base (Abeje, 

1995, Megerssa, 1990), In these societies the functions of marriage go beyond 

the in terest and consent of the immediate couple and its stability to m a rri Clge to 

large exten t is determined by the influe nce of either parents or the kin group 

(Abejc, 1(95). I'm example, in Amha ra region few women have a role in 

choosing their life time companion a nd in making decision whether or no t to 

marry but more girls are forced or pushed in to marriage by th ei r parents, 

relalives, friends, local elders and the like (Pathfinder International/ Elhiopia, 

2006). 
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1. 7. Conceptual Framework 

The co ncept ua l framc work thal g uides this s tudy is illu slraled as 

follows . 

Figure 1.1 Conceptual Frame work 

DCIlIO!.!rrr[Jltic v(friables 

• Num ber of migrati on 

• Mi gra ti on status 

• Stream of migration 

• Place where the liullily live at the time oftirst 
IlHirnage 

• N um ber of liv ing children Marital dissolution dne to 

• Parell t's Illilritnl c~ pcri c ll cc divorce 0 1' scp:u ·;l lioll 

• Age at first marri age 

Socio-eCOIIOlllic: varia hIes 

• Work stntliS of the woman 

• COl llpara l ivc wurk .. It Ihl: time of first marriage 

• Highest cdLlcat ionallevel of the woman 

• Comparat ive cd ucnlioll 

• Con sent on marriage 

Source : Developed by au th or on the basis of literature review 
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1.8. Ope rational Definition of Terms 

The definition s of the following terminologies u sed in th is s tudy a re given based 

on their use in d iffe ren t li te ratures like DHS, CSA a nd othe rs. 

Marriage : is th e legal union of per son of opposite sex, the legali ty bein g 

establi s hed by c ivil, re ligiou s or o th e r m ean s acco rding to the cListo m 

and laws of each coun try (Encycloped ia Britannica, 2003). 

Marital dissolution: is a cond ition in whic h pa r tners of a m a r ita l union cease 

to live together as hu s ba nd or wife especially due to d ivorce o r 

sc pa ra t iOll. 

Divorce : dissolution of valid m arnage u su a lly freeing th e pa r ties to rema rry 

(Britann ic;), 2003). 

Se pa rat ion: ;) decisio n that husband a nd wife ma ke to live a pa r t while they a re 

st ill legally ma rried . This term is u sed th rou gh out th is s tudy to 

represen t sepa ra tion of s pouses due to some misunderstanding but 

have not term inated their ma rriage by law or custom . 

Marit a l ins t ab ility: refers to characteris tics of m a ri ta l relation ship such as 

level of disagreement as well as dissatisfa ction (unsteadiness) with th e 

relationshi p that mayor may n ot resu lt a n u ltima te ending o f the 

marriage itself 

Family migr a tion is a p rocess of huma n m obility involving a perman en t 

change of reside nce of both couples with th eir fa mily m embers from 

the place where they esta blish the ir union. 

Migrant: - Is a fam ily whose a rea of reside nce a fter the time of first marriage is 

different from Add is Aba ba a nd who ha s s tayed in their place of 

marr iage for at least s ix mon th s . 

Rura l-Urban migrant: is a fa mily, wh o cha nges th e p lace where they es ta bli s h 

the ir un ion fro m a ru ra l to a n urban a rea (in this case Add is J\baba) 

during a given period of time . 
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Urban-Urban migrant: A family who changes the p lace where Lh ey eSLabli s h 

their union from one urban area to a nother (to Addis Ababa). 

Sub- city: refers to the largest Ethiopian government adm inistrat ive hierarchy 

of the c ity that consists of many kebeles in it. 

Working: a workin g person is someone who engages in any kind of wo rk for 

pay du ring the refe rence period. 

Kebele: ["(:["crs Lo the lowest: adm inistrative hi era rchy In Ethiopia govern me nt 

that exis ts below sub-city. 

Household: A household is defined as a person or groups of perso ns, whe Lh er 

re lated or not, who normally live together in the same hou s in g unit. 

Area of Destination: - The a rea to which a m igrant moves (in thi s case Add is 

Ababa). 

Area of Origin: - Th e area where they establish their union (first marri age) 

Non-Migrants:- is a family who live in Addis Ababa after the time of first 

marriage to dissolution or to survey date . 

1.9. Hypothesis 

Based on the theoretical frame works and empirical findings, the follow ing 

hypotheses a re formulated. 

1. Migra nts are more prone to m arital d issolution than non migrants . 

2 . I'amilies with more number of migrations are more prone to marita l 

dissolution than their counter pa rts . 

3. I'a m ili es lived in rura l a rea after the time of first marriage ha s higher 

likelihood of marita l dissolution than those lived in urban areas . 

4. The risk of marital dissolution is lower when marriage is don e with the 

full consent :1Ilc1 c hoice of the woman. 

5. Women who got married late a re more like ly to experIence marital 

s tability. 
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s tatus , number of living c hi ld ren, age at first marriage and oth ers incol"[JCl l-a tcd 

for the ana lys is of the determinants of fem a le first marital dissolu tion fro m a ll 

sampled wom en_ 

An in depth interview with selected key informants was a lso made to 

substantiate a nd Cl"oss-check the informa tion obtain ed from the question na ire _ 

The need for the in - depth in terview arose from the fact tha t some im portant 

points in the peoplc's attitude a nd feelings cannot be exhaustively captured by 

the questions in the questionnaire (Kumar, 1999). 

In addition, secondary informa tion obta ined from records of administra tive 

offices, jou rn a ls, publishcd or unpublis hcd researc h pa pe rs, books and othc r 

sources re levant to this investigation are properly incorporated in order to 

enrich the document. 

2.3. Sample Size Determination 

Sample sizc is usuu lly determined based on the required precis ion, var iability of 

the characteri s tics to be m easured and the resources availa ble. In determ ining 

samplc size, with no prio r informa tion about th e variability of the popu lat ion 

with respect to the desired outcome, which is going to be measured , the 

variance of the popu la tion proportion is often guessed by ta king the population 

proport ion equal to 0.5. Therefore, setting the population proportion (p) equal 

to 0 .5, a m inim um sample of a bout 600 ever m a rried women (exclud ing 

widowed for first marriage a nd divorced/ separated outside Addis Ababa ) was 

found to be s ufficient to at lain a 95 percent confidence with a n absolute error 

of 4%" De pe ndin g on this, th e sample s ize is determined based on the fo rmula 

p roposed by Ba rtlrll <1I1d Colleagues, 200 1 

n = ( 0 0
:) ' pCI = (1.96)2*0.5*0.5/ (.04)2 =600 + 10% 
r-
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Where 

n= is the sa m ple s ize 

p- is the popula tion proportion that expenence firs t marnage stability 

problems. Since th e researcher does n ot have da ta regarding the exte n t of the 

p roblem, th e p ropor tion of popula tion possess ing this ch a racteri stics is 

assumcd ;]5 50%. 

q=l-p 

E- is the margin of c rror or limit of accuracy to be tole ra ted, which assu med to 

be 0 .04 or 4%. 

z- the number of s ta n dard error units tha t are found to be corresponding to 

95% co nfid ence leve l, which is given to be l. 96. 

2.4. Sampling Design and Procedure 

A cross-sectio na l study design meth od wa s employed to und erla ke this 

investigat ion . Ope ration a lly , the sampling strategy of this study was based on 

the already de lineaLed enu meration a reas of the sub city that was madc by 

central statistica l autho rity of Ethiopia. In thi s regard a multi s tage ra ndom 

sam pling Lec hniquc is u sed. Firs tly, fro m th e tota l of c lcve n kcbe lcs I. hnt 

comprise Yeka sub city three kebeles selected using s imple random sampling 

method. Seco nd ly, the sc lec tcd ke bc lcs compri se different smAil kclwics nnd 

fro l11 ,';lcl1 of the t I1 ree b igge r ke be les o ne s ma ll ke be le was se lec ted u s in g 

s imple mnciolll snmJ1ling Illc th od. An d a ll the three s ma ll kebeles with 1566 

households lVere vis ited in orde r to ma ke a household lis t. From th e hou sehold 

list, 1205 eligible wome n with th e desire a ttribute i. e. ever married women 

(excluulI1g widowcu for firs t marr iage a nd divorced / sepa ra ted ou tside Addis 

Ababa) were as well recrui ted an d listed. Thus, th is lis t ing was used as a 

sampling frame . Finally, from these enlisted wome n , 600 eligible respon dents 
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were "'''lit; L(J IJt: illeluded ill II,e study IJy USillt; syslelllCilic s il llpk 1:l11<11l 11 1 

sampling techniques . 

Figure 2 . 1 Sche m atic Pre s e ntation of Sampling Design 

I( I Fl." K " T F.M A 

KEBEl ES 

SRS 3-Kebeles 

20/ 21 Kebeles 

Kebeles 

I-I otl scholds 

I-I ouse holds 

Eligib le res pon dents 

2 .5 . Data Collection Instruments 

The ljuesli()llllui re, wi, ieh cons is ls mosLly or slruclured queslions, was prepa red 

to col lecl inform a t ion about the demograph ic and SOClo-cco nomlC 

characteristics. The questionna ire was originally prepa red in English and then 

tra nsl illccl in to Amharic for easy understa nd ing by da ta collec tors a nd 

responcien ts. 

" .. 
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2.6. Recruitment and Training of Field Staffs and Pilot Survey 

Twelve female data collectors and 3 supervisors were recruited on the basis of 

their ecluC'at iomli bac kgrouncl a nd experi ence in data collection. B.:caLise of 

cultural, religious and different barriers in the study populat ion for the 

scnsitive data likc marriage issues, as we ll as to improve the quality of data 

being collected it W,1S planned to use fe ma le data collectors tha n male. And for 

effective ad ministration of data collection process two hours of trainin g we re 

given for the data coll ectors as well as for the supervi sors. The content of the 

training inc ludes explain ing the purpose a nd objectives of the study, procedure 

of data collection, how to approach the participants and having due re spec t for 

the eOllsc llt ,mel e tilic; ti va lues of th e researc hcr undcrtak ing. Pilot SII I·VI'.\' W<lS 

conducted in the c ity to assess the content, clari ty and logical rI ow of the 

questions and the t ime needed on average to fill out a single questionn aire. 

2.7. Method of Data Analysis 

Data was ed itcd , coded and entered In to a compu ter using the u sers' friend ly 

SPSS software package. Descriptive, bi-variate and mul tivariate statistical 

analysis techniques are used in the analysis. Essentially ch i- square test is 

used in bi-variate a nalysis. It is u sed to see the association or relationship 

between al l selected ind ependent varia bles a nd dependent variable. The logistic 

regression model is the multivariate procedure used in exa mining the 

relationship betwecn the independent (expla na tory) variables and thc 

dependellt (rcsponse) variable. Thi s a n alytica l techn ique is appropr iate for 

investiga ting the effects of independent varia bles on d ich otomous dcpendent 

vari ables (Walker , 1996) . 

Logisti c regression is used in this study to help explain which variables 

determine the mari tal dissolution. Th e dependent variable (marital status) is 

coded as 1 ~divorced/ separated and O~in tact , the re sults a re interpreted with 

an odds ratio. 
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If r, is I he proiJ,lbi lil y I h'll. the i,h res pon dcnt di vo rced 0 1' sep'l l'n ted '" HI (I PI'I) is 

the r roiJ,ri) ili ty that th e respondent is s till at the firs t marriage a t th e t ime o f 

the survey . The n th e ra tio pi / (1 - Plil) gives the odds of the respondent is be ing 

divorced or sepa ra ted to the first marriage. Thus th e logistic regress ion model 

is of the form 

In(pi/ ( l-pi))= Bo+BiXil+BiXi2+ ...... +B"Xik 

Wh ere Pi is th e proba bility tha t th e ith res pondent is divorced or sepa ra ted at 

the time of the s urvey , Xi is a set of independent variable and Bi's a re the 

regress ion eoeffie ien t. From the Bi the odds ratio is es timated as exp (Bi). The 

odds ra tio is the factor by which the odds of divoree / separation cha nge per 

u ni t cha nge in the ilh independent variables, controlling for the effects o f other 

va ri a bl e. 

2.8. Data Quality 

Da ta qual ity a ssura nce is a n important procedure of research works an d it has 

very mu eh to do wi th th e a na lys is of da ta and the inte rpretation of res u lts in 

investigat ive findin gs. To assure the quality of the data, the resea rcher 

emploved a prope rly designed da ta collection instrument. The ques tio nnaire 

was prepared a fter reviewing relevant literatures that was based on 

p rede te rmined va riabl es . Every day, each of the completed questionn a ires we re 

reviewed a nd chec ked for completeness and relevance by the supervi sors and 

th e pri llc:i p;rl inves li g;rl o l' . Likewise, Ihc cons istency or the dDt" w" s ;r ss Llrcci 

a fter e nt e ring ench ques tionn a ire in to computer by running appropriate 

program befo re m aking them ready for ana lysis. 

2.9 . Variables Description 

2.9.1. Dependent Variable 

The depende nt var iable in the a na lysi s is ma rita l dissotution due to d ivorce / 

separa tio n. It is de no ted by 1 if the event has occurred (divorce/separation) but 

o if the eve nt is not occurred at the time of the survey (s t ill in first marriage). 
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2.9.2. Independent Variables 

The independ ent var iables a re li sted as follows; 

A. Migration variables 

Place where the family live at the start of first marriage 

Th is vari a ble is expected to measu re the effects of urban ization on th e s tabilit.y 

of first marriage by measuring the effects of individualistic, socia l and 

normative environments. In the analysis place where the family lived at the 

s ta r t of firs t marriage is grouped into two categories (1) rural (2) urban. From 

these two categories family who live in rural area after the time of first marriage 

was used as a reference category . 

Migration Status of the Family within First Marriage 

According to the literature, the migration status of the family with 111 fi rst 

marriage which is expected to inOuence on the stability of marriage can be 

con s id ered in fhe mode l bc in g cn l'cgorizecl ns (1) no mi gra tion (2) on e mi grnfion 

(3) two or more migration . The reference category u sed in the mod el was 'no 

migration " 

B. Socio-Economic and Demographic variables 

Age at the Time of First Marriage 

It refers to the age at which the females ever married for the firs t time. Thus 

age at firs t marriage of respondents was classified into variables: (1) less than 

18 years old (2) 18 years a nd above . The refe rence category u sed is 'less tha n 

18 years old'. 

Parent's Marital Experience 

Thi s var-iable refer s to the marital experience of the respond ents' parent's a t the 

time of first ma rri Clge. Thus respondents' parent's marital experiences were 

classified into va ria bles : (1) intact marriage (2) dissolved marriage . 
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Number of Living Children 

According to the li te rature, the numbers of living childre n within first marr iage 

which are expec ted to influence on the stabili ty of marriage a re conside red in 

the mode l. Thi s vari a ble is categorized as (1) no child (2) 1-2 childre n (3) 3 a nd 

above children . Th e reference category u sed in the model is 'no child'. 

Age Difference with Husband 

It re fe rs to the age d ifference between husband a nd wife a t the time of 

respondent's. firs t marriage. Thi s variable was included in the analys is having 

beell ca icgol'izeci illl.o Lhree ca Lcgoric ::;: (I) husband aboul Lhe S: IIIIC clgC IJr 

younger (2) hus band less than ten years olde r (3 ) husba nd ten or more years 

older. From these categories, 'husband abou t the sam e age or younger' was 

used as a refe rence categOI-Y . 

First Husband's Marital Experience 

It refers to the previous ma rital experience of husba nds at the time of 

respondent's first ma lTiage . In a n a lysis, lhis variable is grouped into two 

categories: (1) married at least once (2) not married before. The reference category 

used in the model was 'not married before'. 

Highest Educational Level of the Women 

Thi s va riable refers LO the highest grade level of the woman rather than 

institutiona l participation . Categorization of such variables is done in such a 

way that it re fl ects va riation in the level of respondent's knowledge in making 

decis ion wilh regard to stay or not in ma ri tal union. Taking the school system 

m Ethiopia, into co nsideration the level of educationa l atta inm ent of 

responden ts has been class ified as (1) no edu cation (illiterate) (2) p rimary (1 -8) 

(3) secondary and above . Among these three categories, using 'no education' as 

refe re nce catego ry, two dum my variables were constructed. 
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Comparative Education 

It refers to the dilTerences In educational attainment between hu sband and 

wifc. Catcgori es or this variable was made firs t by ta king th e hi ghesL 

educational attainment of spouses; I. e . th ree categories (no education 

(illitera te ), primary (1 -8), secondary and above). And on the basis of these 

categories each husband and wife were compared . The var iable was included in 

the analys is having grouped into three categories. (1) n o difference (2) man 

better cducated (3) woman better educated. Among these three categories, no 

difference in · educational attainment was used as a reference category. 

Work Status of the Woman 

Accordillg Lo the li Lc rature, work status of the woman, which is expected to 

reflect socia-economic impact on the stability of marriage, is conside red in the 

analysis being categorized as (1) working (2 ) not working. Among these 

categories 'not working' is taken as a reference category. 

Comparative Work at the Time of First Marriage 

It refe rs Lo the diffe ren ces of work engagement between the husband and wife 

at the start of first marriage . The variable indicates whether the husband and 

wife en gaged in any gainful work a t the star t of first marriage or not engaged . 

In analysis , this varia ble is grouped into four categories (1) Man working, 

WomAn nol· worki ng (2) Man working, Woman working (3) Man not working, 

Woman not working (4) Man not working, Woman working. Amongst these 

categories 'man working, woman not working' was used as a reference category. 

Consent on Marriage 

This variable refers to whether the respondents were entered in to first marital 

union with the ir own consent or not. Consent on marriage was categori zed as 

(1) own consent/choice (2) arranged marnage. The referen ce catego ry in the 

model was 'a rra nged m'.Irriage'. 
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Duration of First Marriage 

Thi s variable refers to the length ·of time meas ured from the start of first 

m a rriage up to the dissolution of that m arriage or to the survey date . Duration 

uf firs t marriage is categorized as (1) OA years (2) 5 years and aiJuve . The 

re ference category,used in the model was 0-4 year duration of m a rriage. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SURVEY RESPONDENTS 

Thc su rvey has collected a wide range of information which is crucia l for furthe r 

expla na tion of the findings in the study of demographic a nd soc io-economic 

ci e te rminants of female first ma rita l di ssolution. The~e includc lhe demograph ic 

a nd socio-economic backgrounds of the respondents . The demographic 

characteristics include the respondent's current age, number of living ch ildren, 

age at firs t marriage, age differen ce with husband , migration status of the 

fa mily, number of migration and place where the fami ly live a fter the time of 

first marr iage, stream of migration within first marriage and husband's ma rital 

experie nce. The socio-economic cha rac te ris ti cs include hi ghest educational 

level of the women, work status of the woman, comparative work status at the 

time or first marriage, dura tion of firs t marriage, compa ra tive education , 

con sent on marriage, parent's marital history 

3.1. Demographic Characteristics of Respondents 

The age dis tribution of women included in the survey illustrates, the h igh est 

proportion of women are included in the age group 25-34 (30 percent) and 35-

44 (24 percent). The number of women in the age group 64 a nd older is nea rly 

small co mpared to the other age group, which is a bout 7 percent. 

Ma rri age of girls at an early age at ma rri age (less th a n is years old) 1S more 

common in developing countries (Singh and Samara, 1996) a nd thi s study also 

confirm s this t ru th. In Ethiopia, th ough the Family Law stipulates that 

marrl agc lo r girls for younger tha n 18 is illegal; knowlcdge a nd respect of the 

Law is limited. When we see the age a t firs t ma rriage of survey respondents, as 

s hown in Table 3.1 only 46.5 percent of ever married women (respondents) were 

married within th e legal age of ma rriage (is year s a nd above). It a lso shows 
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Ever-married women were asked to respond to the query on the age difference 

existed between themselves and their s pouses a t the tim e of first marriage. 

Appa re ntly, more than half (58.3 percenl) of the responci ents were marri ed to 

men of old er age than they are at the timc of firs t marr iage; out of wh ich 2:2 .5 

percent of them married to a ten years older husbands . 

As in d icated in Table 3 .1 , the migra tion statu s of th e fa milies when they 

a re /were within first marriage showed that 61.3 percent of the families were 

migl-ants . This means, they have changed the place where the first m a rriage 

took place after at least six months of stay6 Howevc r, the rest (38.7 pe rcent) 

were non migrants. 

The frequency of migration within the time of first ma rriage indica tes that 58.8 

percent of the families change their place of residence only once . On the 

contra l'y, it has been inves tiga ted tha t I) pneenL of the fam ily change their 

place of residence for at least two and more than two times. The rest 33.2 

percen t were non migrants in urban or rural a reas when they are /were within 

first marriage. 

Investigation of the family migration status when they were/are within first 

m a rriage illustrates tha t more than half of the family lived in rural areas for 

more than at least s ix month and others (48 .3 percent) a rc u rban origin afte r 

the time of first marriage. Similarly, from the m igran t families the union 

specifi c move showed that 49. 2 percent of the fa milies were rura l-urban 

migrants and 17.7 percent were urban-urba n migrants . 

Respondent were a lso asked whether they have children within first marriage or 

not. The result showed that more than 75 percent of them have a child (ren) 

and from these 45 percent have one or two child (ren). 

As to the previous m a rital experience of husbands, respondents were asked 

whethe r or not their first husband had been married before. Accordingly, 85 

6 There arc rcw co uples who went to the countryside or their birth pi nee on ly to attcnd thei r Il1ntrilllonin] celebration. 

33 



percent of the respondents reported that their husband had not been p reviously 

married before they first married. However , 15 percent of the respondents 

repor ted that their husbands had experien ced marriage prior to the first 

m a rriage the women. 

Information was also collected as to how long the respondents stayed in the 

first marr iage (dura tion of first marriage) . Results of the su rvey show that 

about';' 1 percent of the respondents were able to stay at their first marriage 

durin g the early duration of marriage (the first four years of marriage). And only 

29 percen t of the respondents have s how n to stay I'or longer time compared 

with the first group (5 years and above)7 

Tabl e 3 .1 a lso presents about the responden t's parent m a ri tal status at the 

time of their first marriage and 66 percent reported that their parent marital 

statu s was intact and 44 percent were dissolved. 

3.2. Socioeconomic Characteristics of Respondents 

On e of the variables used to discuss abou t the socio~cconom ic status of 

spouses used in this paper IS the highest ed u cational level 01' the women . 

Distribution according to the different soc i o~economic characteristics of women 

inlc l'viewed in the survey is present in Tablc 3 .2 . In survey, information related 

to education of each sampled woman was collected. The data on the highest 

educational level of the women demonstrate that the higher proportion (40.7 

percent) of women were not educated a nd were not able to read and write in 

any language. And 35 percent have primary level education and smaller 

proportion (24.3 percent) of women attend ed secondary school and above . 

\l-_ 

, ...... j • 

111. ,u..; 
("(HIOI'l; 

, ' 

7 For the standard of categorization used in this paper by the researcher; See section 2.9.2.B of chapter two 
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Table 3.2 Percentage Distribution of Respondents by their Socio-Economic 
Characteristics, Addis Ababa: 2010 

Variables Number Percent 

Highest educational level of the women 

No education 244 40.7 

Primary education - 210 35 

Secondary education 146 24.3 

Work status of the woman 

Working 230 38.3 

Not \Vorking • 370 6l.7 

Comparative work status at the time of 

first marriage 

Man workin g, Woman not working 302 50.3 

Man working, Woman not working 2 12 35.3 

Man not working, Woman not workin g 48 8 

Wom an working, Man not working, 38 6.3 
- -- .. _ .. --

Comparative education 

Man better educated 360 60 

WOI11'IIl hcller eciuc81"<"ci nO 10 
- --- -------- -"-

No difference 180 30 

Consent on marriage 

Own consent/ choice 262 43. 7 

Arranged marriage 338 56.3 

Source: Own Survey data, 2010 

-

The respondents were a lso asked about whether they are engaged 111 any kind 

of work for payor not while they were/ are in their first marriage. From the 

tota l respondents 60 percent of the ever married women were not engaged 111 

any ga inful work while the remain ing 40 percent were/ are working. 

Inform ation about comparative work status of spouses a t the time of first 

marriage collected from the respondents. The t'esult indicates tha t 50.3 percenl 

of th e respondents were reported that their h usbands were engaged in gainful 
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work but not the wife and 6 .3 percent of the women were engaged in gainful job 

but n ot their husbands at the time of first marriage . 

Informa tion about comparative educational level of wife/ hus band , at the time 

of first ma rita l dissolution if their firs t marri age werc di s rupted o r during the 

s urvey period if they are still living with the ir first hu sba nd , wcre also eolleetcd 

from the respondents. And the result s howed that 60 perce nt of the husbands 

werc bctter educated than their wives, 10 percen t wome n we re better edu cated 

tha n their husband and the remaining (30 percent) indica ted that there was no 

educational differen ce between spouses. 

Regarding the Consent on m arriage the majority (a bou t 56 percent) of the 

responden t women were pressured (forced indirectly or directly by paren ts, 

relatives or friends) into marriage. The rema ining 44 percent of the survey 

wome n were married willingly and by their own consent (Ta ble 3 .2). 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

DIFFERENTIALS AND DETRMINANTS OF FIRST MARITAL 

DISSOLUTION: BI-VARIATE ANALYSIS 

Th e bi-variate analys is, based on the Pearson's chi -square statistic , provides a 

prel iminary ins igh t into th e associa tion or relationsh ip bctween all selected 

independent variables a nd dependent variable . For a ll indepe ndent variable 

taking one-at-a-time, a test of association was carried out u s ing the Pearson 

chi -square. High values of Pearson's ch i-squ a re test for a given independent 

varia bles indicates th at there is stron g association between each of the given 

independent variables and the dependen t varia ble kee ping the effect of the 

other factors constant. 

4 .1. Differentials and Determinants of Females' First Marital 

Dissolution by Migration 

In this section the major indepcndcnt migration variables a na lyzed in rela tion 

to the dependent va riable (first m a rital dissolution). 

Table 4.1 Differentials and Determinants of First Marital Dissolution by 
migration status of the family. 

Place where the family live at start of first Intact Dis rupted Xl 
marriaae 
Rural 40.8°/~84) 59.2%(1221 
Urba n 66.2%(26 11 33 .8%(1331 38.882 
Migration status of the family within 
marriaae 
Migra nt 51.9°/~19 iT 48. 1 <Yo! 1771 I 
Non - migrant 66.4%(1541 33.6%(781 I 18.852 
Number of miaration within ftrst marriaae 
No mie:ration 66.4%( 154) 33.6%(78) 
One mie:ration 54.9 °/~1 281 45.1%{105) 26 .1 23 
Two or more migration 46.7%(63) 53.3%{721 
Stream of miaration within first marriaae 
Rural - u rban 54.9%(134) 45. 1%{l 10) 
Ur ban - u rban 59.1%(57) 40.9%(67) 24.984 
No migration 66.4%(1541 33.6%(78) 
Source Own Survey Data, 2010 
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The respondents were further asked about the place where the family live after 

the time of first marriage. Based on their responses, the difference in first 

marital dissolution was examin ed. In connection with this, families of rural 

origin after the time of first marriage show a higher percentage of first marital 

dissolution than urban origin families (59 .2 pcrcent Vs 33 .8 percent). The 

difference was statistically significant at (X 2 = 38 .882 , P < 0 .001) . 

Table 4.1 presents the rela tionships between migration status of the family 

after the time of first marriage and first marital dissolution. The highest marital 

d isso lu tion was observed a mong migrant families, nearly about half of the 

divorced/ separated women were migrants (48.1 percent) and 33 .6 percent were 

non- migrants. Th e bi-variate result has also confirmed that migration status 

of the family within firs t marriage significantly explaincd the difference between 

intact/ dissolved marriage (X2 = 18.852, P< 0.001). 

Respondents were asked for information on their migration status, i.e. whether 

they live elsewhere or not after the first place where the family live after the 

time of first marriage with duration of s tay for each p laces. From this majority 

of the divorced/ separated women were two or more migrants (53.3 percent) 

t.hon one migrant (45.1 percent) a nd non mi grant (33.0 percent). Th e chi-square 

tcst 81so confirmed a statistically s ignifi cant difference between these groups 

with dependent variable at (X 2 = 26.123, P< 0.001). 

In the investigation of the first place of residence of the family after the time of 

first marriage since the destination is thc samc, whic h is Addis Ababa, the 

stream of union specific movement indicates that majority o f the divorced/ 

separated women were rural-urban migrants (45.1 perce11t) and the rest were 

urban- urban migrants (40.9 percent) . This is statically significant at (X 2 = 

24.984, P< 0.001). 
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4 .2 . Differentials and Determinants of First Marita l Dis solut ion 

by Some Demographic Characteristics of the Responde nts 

Differentials in first marital d issolution by age at first marriage ind icate that 

on ly 22.6 percen t of divorced or separated women were married for the first 

time with in the ~egal age of marriage (1 8 ycars a nd above) an d 60 percent were 

ma rried when they are less tha n 18 yea rs old (Table 4 .2). The ch i-squa re test 

result indicated the existence of a statistically significant association between 

age at firs t marriage and first marital dissolution at (X 2 ; 84 .673, P < 0 .001 ). 

Table 4.2 Differentia ls and Determinants of Firs t Ma rita l Dissolu t io n by s om e 
Demographic Cha r acteristics of the R esp o nde nts . 

Variables X' P-Value 
Intact Dis rupted 

Age a t f irst marriage 
Less than 18 years 40 .2%( 129) 59.8%(192) 1 
18 years and above 77.4%(216) 22.6%(63) I 84.673 0.000 
NlLmber of living children 
No child 2 1.2%(29) 78 . 8%llQ~ 
1-2 chi ldren 58.9%(156) 41.1 % (1 09) 11 8.222 0.000 
3 ":lncl above 80.8yo(~ilL IJ~%(38) 

- - - -
DlLrat i~n offirst marriage 

--

0-4 years 49.3%(210) 50 .7%(216) 
5 year and above 77.6%(135) 22.4 %(30) 40.460 0 .000 
~e d if f e rence with husband 
Hu sband abou t the same age or ~ounger 52 .8%(1 32) 47.2%(1181. 
Hu sband less tha n ten years older 54 .9%(11 8) 45 .1 %197) 
Husba nd ten or m ore years older 70.4%(95) 29.6'Yo(40) 12.013 0.002 
First Hus band's marital exp_erience 
Not married before 60 .8%(310) 39.2%(200) 
Married at least once 38.9%(35) 6 1.1 %(55) 1 15.008 0.000 
Parent's marital experience 
Intact marriage 54 .3%(2 15) 145.70;',(1 8 1) 1 
Dissolved marriage 63.7%(130) 136.3%(74) I 4.902 0.029 

Source : Own Su rvey data, 20 10 

Table 4.2 a lso presents th e relationship between first marital dissolution a nd 

number of living children . The percentage distribution of disrupted ma rriage 

for women with n o child ren was very high about 79 percent as compared to 

tho se women with one or more children. And a lso marital di ssolution 

frequen cies appear to sh ow a declining trend as the number of children 

in creases (Ta ble 4 .2). This showed a statistica lly s ignificant association at (X2 ; 

118 .222, P< 0 .00 1). 
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Differentials in first m arital dissolution with duration of first marriage show 

that first ma rital disso lution is highe r dur ing the first four years of marriage 

but lower for the su bsequ ent years (Table 4.2). The chi-square test a lso 

confi rmed a statistically significant d ifference between these durations with 

dependent varia ble a t (X 2 = 40.460, P< 0 .001). 

Nearly about half of the d ivorced/ separated women married to about the same 

age or yo unger m en (47 percent). And a s mallcr proport ion of the divorccd/ 

sepa rated responde n ts were ma rried to a ten yea rs o r older hu sba nds (2') .6 

percent). This a lso indicates that women m a rried to older husbands have a 

lower association of marital dissolution (Table 4.2). This was statistically 

s ignifi cant at (X2 = 12.013, P < 0.005). 

Table 4.2 also p resen ts differentials in first m a rita l disso lution by women family 

of origin (paren tal marital s tatus) at the s tart of fir st marriage indicate that 

m a r ita l d issolution is lower among those from dissolved marriage family of 

origin (36.3 percent) than th ose from intac t families (45.7 percent). The bi­

variate result has a lso confirmed that fami ly of origin at the start of the union 

significantly explained the differe nce between the dependent variable (X 2 = 

4.902, P < 0 .05) 

4. 3 . Differentials and Determinants of Females' Firs t Marital 

Dissolution by Some Socio-Economic Characteristics 

The rcla tionship between educational level of the women and first marital 

d isso lution illustrates marita l dissolution is more common among tho se women 

with lower or no education (61.5 percent) but it is lower among those with 

higher (secondary a nd a bove) level of education 22.6 percent (Table 4.3). In 

general, as the level of education of the women increases first marital 

dissolution decreases . Its chi-square resul t confirmed that the association was 

statisti cally significant at (X2 = 65.402, P < 0.00 1). 
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Better educated wom a n th an her husband has a highe r ra te of marital 

d is solution tha n a spou se with a better educated hus band. Table 4.3 presents 

diffe rentials in first marita l di ssolution with comparative educational leve l of 

s pouses . It indicates tha t first marital disso lu tion is h ighe r (66.7 percent) 

among th ose sp ou ses with the wom a n is better educated tha n her husba nd. 

Bu t d isso lution of firs t m a rriage was lower among spouses when the man 

(hus band) was better educated tha n his wife. The bi-varia te analysis reveals 

Lha l Lh is result was s ta tistically s ignificant a t (X 2 = 44.267, P < 0.001). 

Table 4.3 Differentials and determinants of First Ma rita l Dis solution by s ome 

Socio- economic Characteristics of the Respondents . 

Variables Intact Dis rupted X 2 P-Va1ue 
Highest educational!eve! of the women 
No ed l1 CRtion 38.5%l2.i1 61.5%(}50L 
Prima ry education 65.7%(138) 34.3'X, (72) 65.402 0.000 
Seconda ry an d above 77.4%11 13) 22.6%133) 
Comparative education 
Ma n better ed ucated 69.6%( 183) 30.4%180) 
Woma n better edu cated 27.4%(20) 72.6%(53) 44 .267 0 .000 
No difference 53.8%(142) 46.2( 122) 
Comparative work at the time of first 
marriage 
Man working, Woman not working 61.6%1172) 38.4%(107) 
Man working, Woman working 52.8%( 112) 47.2%(100) 8.547 0.036 
Ma n not working, Woma n not working 63.4%145) 36.6%(26) 
Man llot workin_g ,Woman working 42.1%(16) 57 .9°;', (22L 
Work status of the woman 
Working 52.1%(150) 47.9%( 138) 
Not wod<ing 62.5%(195) 37.5%(117) I 6.650 0.004 
Consent on marriage 
Own consent/ choice 70 .5%(198) 29 .5%(83) 1 
Ar ranged marriage 46.1 %(147) 1 53.9%(172) 1 36.34 1 0.000 
Source: Own Survey data , 20 10 

Fema le labor force par ticipa tion is a n oth er socio-economic characteris tic whose 

li nk with first m a rital dissolu tion has received co n s iderable attention in the 

li Lc ratu l-e. The rela tion s hip between first ma rital disso lution and com pa rative 

work status at the start of fir st m arriage demonstra tes that, a bout 57.9 percent 

of fi rst marriages were dissolved if th e m a n is not working but the woman is 

working. And first ma rita l dissolution is lower when both of them were not 

engaged in any gainful work at the start of the union (Ta ble 4.3) . The chi-
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square result has asserted that this difference was statistically s ignificant at (X 

2 = 8.547, P < 0.05). 

The results in Table 4.3 on the varia tion of first marriage di ssolu tion by work 

status of the woman (some time before marital dissolution if their first marriage 

wcre disrupted QT during the survey period if they a re still living with their first 

husban d) indicate first marital dissolution is higher a mong workin g women 

than 110n- working women. And the result was statistically s ignifica nt at (X ~ ~ 

6.654, P < 0.005) 

Informa tion on whether the survey respond ents entercd into first marriage by 

their own consent or not by first marriage dissolution indicates that : 54 percent 

of divorced/ separated women entered in to marriage with the influence of th ird 

party or they were pressured to get in to the union. The difference was 

statistically significant at (X 2 = 36.341, P < 0.001). 

4.4. Results of Multivariate Analysis 

In this section the demographic and socio-economic correlates of first marriage 

in s tability were examined u sing logistic regression. S in ce the dependent 

va riable is dichotomous, the model was fitted using logistic regression model. It 

is used to analyze the dependence of a binary respon se variable on a set of n 

independent explanatory variables. And the logistic regression predicts the log 

odds (marital dissolution versus intact marriage) of the dependent variable 

(Wa lker , 1996). The logistic model expressed by the equation: 

I,,(ODDS) = In( I ~ P J = /J" + B,X, + B,x, + ..... . + IJ" X " 

Where, P is the predicted probability of the event which is divorce/ separa tion 

coded with 1 and 0 otherwise. The regressio n coeiTic ients together with their 

s ign indicate the magnitude and dircct ion of the effect in thc log odds, being in 

the category of interest of response variable for a unit increase in the predictors 

(Walker, 1996) . And exp (Si) is the estimated multiplicative cha nge in the odds 

for a unit increase in. the predictor, con trolling thc effect of others. 
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Multicollinearity effect which refers to excessive correla tion within the predictor 

va ria bles, can a lso tested using tolerance a nd varia nce infere nce factor (Garson, 

2009 ). Tolerance is 1 - R2 for the regression of th a t indepe ndent va ria ble on 

all the other independents, ignoring the dependent (Ga rson, 2009). There will 

be a s many tolerance coefficients as there a re independents. The higher the 

inter correlation of the independents, the more the tolera nce will a pproach zero. 

VII' is the variance inflation factor, which is s imply th e rec ip rocal o f tolera nce. 

VII' >= 4 is a n a rbitrary but common cut-o ff c rite ri on for dec idin g when a gi ven 

independent variable displays "too much" multicollineari ty : values above 4 

sugges t a multicollinearity problem. In this s tudy multicollinearity diagnosis 

shows s trong relationship between the predictor va ria bles. Therefore, migration 

sta tus of the family a nd stream of migration wi thin first m a rriage were excluded 

from fu rther analysis. But the variables excluded from an a lysis du e to 

multicollinearity effect (inter-relationship between independent va ria ble s) were 

a lso tested their significance effect with the dependent variable (firs t ma rita l 

dissolution due to divorce or separation). The chi- squa re tes t s hows both 

s trca m of migration within first marri age and migra t. ion status of the fa mily 

after firs t marriage shows a significance effect a t P,::O.OO 1 level. 

Th e a pp lication of logistic regress ion in thi s study is boscd on thc de pende nt 

va ria ble coded with zero if the respondent is s till in her firs t marriage and a 

va lue of one if she is divorced or separated in Addi s Aba ba. The entre method 

of logi s tic regression method was also used; se ts of th e in dependent va ria bles 

tha t we re theoretica lly predict the dependent varia ble were en tered in to the 

mode l. 

The model fitness towards the data was a ssessed by cons id e ring a greater tha n 

0.05 on th e Hosmer and Lemeshow goodness of fit test. Based on this the given 

m odel ha s the Hosmer and Lemeshow goodness of fit test static= 0 .590 , and a 

signi ficant value of Ominibious tests of m odel coeffi cie n ts and 0. 589 of R2 
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To explore the basic demographic and soc io-economic determ inants of firs t 

m arita l dissolut ion, thi rteen independent variables were entered into the model. 

The resu lts obtained by fitting logistic regression mod el are presented in Table 

4.4. 

4.4.1. Demographic Variables 

The major demographic variables included in the m odel a re number of 

migration , stream of migration within firs t marriage, age at first marriage, age 

difference with husband, du ration of first m a rriage a nd first husband 's marital 

expe n ence . 

Number of Migrations of the Family after First Marriage 

The logistic regression a n a lysis shows tha t migrations with in first marriage 

h ave a significantly high er r isk of first marita l disso lution than non migrant 

couples. Changing the p lace of residence once within fi rst ma rri age increases 

the odds of first m a rital d issolution by 2.255 times but increases the odds of 

ma ri tal d issolution more than four times if the couples change their place of 

residence two and more than two (two or more migra tion) with the 

corresponding non migrant fa mily. The relat ionship is a lso found to be 

statically significant at P :,:0 .0 1 (Table 4.4). 

Plac e where the Family Live at the start of Firs t Marriage 

The place, where the family live after the time of first m a rriage , shows a 

significant effect on first m a ri tal dissolution. Families lived in urba n a rea at the 

time of first m a rriage decreased the risk of first marital di ssolution by 50.4 

percent than th ose families lived in rural area. The rel ation s hip is also found to 

be s tatically s ign ificant at P :,:0.05(Table 4.4). 

Age Difference with Husband 

Age difference between cou ples was found to be s tatically significant with first 

marital dissolution. Table 4.4 indicates that the risk of first marital 

dissolution is significantly lowe r for a couple with older husband than about 
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the same age or younger husbands. Of those who married an older husband, 

the age difference 10 years or more reduces the risk of divorce by 64.2 percent 

a nd less than 10 years age differen ce reduces the ri sk o f divorce by 45 .2 

percent than those married younger or about the same age husbands. The 

result was statically significant at P.:".O.OS level. 

Age at First Marriage 

As in s imilar studies explained In the firs t c haple r (While 1990, Sou th a nd 

Spitze, 1986 Martin and Bumpass, 1989 and Reiners 2003), it appears that age 

a t first marriage for survey respondents were s ignificantly rel ated to first 

marital dissolution. And in the analysis, it has been found that girls who marry 

(18 years and above) decreases the risk of union dissolution by 74 percent than 

those married early (less than 18 years old). This impli es that the older the age 

at marriage the more stable the union. The correlation coefficient between ages 

at first marriage with first marital dissolution was statistically significant at P 

.:".0.01 (Table 4.4) 

Number of Living Children 

Because of the value attached to children, infertility is often considered an 

important cause of marriage dissolution in many African populations (Reiners 

2003). This study also supports this idea; having children with in first marriage 

decrease the odds of union dissolution. The number of living children with in 

first marriage statically significant at P.:".O.O 1 level for one or two children and at 

P.:".O.OS for more than three or more children. The prese nces of one or two 

children in the household within first marri age decreases marital dissolution by 

76.9 percent than childless families. Moreover, those families who have 3 or 

more children within first marriage decrease the risk of ma rital dissolu tion by 

90.1 percent than childless family. 

Duration of First Marriage 

The relations between duration of first marriage a nd divorce/ separation risk of 

firs t marriage are presented in Table 4.4. The re su lt of bi-variate analysis 

showed that divorce/ separation risk of first marriage was highest for marriages 
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that had lasted up to four years, and it dec reased with longer marital durations 

(Table 4. 2). The logistic regression analysis also s how s tha t risk of first marital 

d isso lution decreased by 56.7 percent when the couples s tayed within first 

ma rri age beyond four years s ince marriagc th a n those who stayed in it until 

thc ir fourth year of weeding anniversary. The rela tionship is a lso found to be 

statically significan t at P:::O .Ol. 

Parent's Marital Experience 

Thc logis tic regress ion a nalysis of the pa rent's marital conditi on at the time of 

firs t marriage was not found to be statically significant. But it indicates that 

pa rent's of dissolved marriage reduces the odds of first ma rita l dis solution by 

about 37.8 percent tha n parents of intac t marriagc. 

First Husband's marital experience 

The husband's previous marita l experience was found to be statis t ically 

significant to first marital di sso lution (P:::O .Ol). Analys is of thi s study shows 

that the risk of first marital dissolution was highe r when the husband married 

at least once. [t in crea sed the ri sk of first ma rriage instabi lity by 2 .659 times 

more likely than those husbands not m a rried before 
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that had lasted up to four years, and it decreased with longer marital durations 

(Ta ble 4.2 ). The logistic regression analysis also shows that risk of first marital 

dissolution decreased by 56.7 percent when the couples stayed with in first 

marriage beyond four years s ince marriage than those who stayed in it unti l 

their fourth year of weeding anniversary. The relationship is also found to be 

statically significant at P:::O.Ol. 

Parent's Marital Ex pe rience 

Thc log istic regression a nalysis of the pa rent's marital co nditi on at the time of 

first marriage was not foun d to be s ta t ically s ignificant. But it indicates that 

parent's of dissolved marriage reduces the odds of first marital d issolution by 

about 37.8 percent than paren ts of intact ma rriage. 

Firs t Husband's marital experience 

The husban d's previous marital experience was found to be statistically 

sign ificant to first marital d isso lution (P:::O.Ol). Analysis of this study shows 

that the risk of first marital dissolution was higher when the husband married 

at least once. It increased the ri s k of first marriagc instability by 2.659 times 

more likely than those husbands not married before 
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Table 4.4. Results of logistic regression analysis 

Variables B S.E Exp(B) 
r4!-gration status of the famil1/ after first marriaqe 

No mig.-a tion (RC) 1.00 
One migrat~ ~!1 .8 13 .300 2.255** --
Two or m orc m igration 1.461 .357 4.310" 
Place where the family live at the start offlrs t marriage 
Bll ro l ~g 1.00 -------
Ur b; \I1 -.70 I .:1 16 .496' 
~!le at the time of first marriage 

Less than 18 yea rs (RC) 1. 00 
18 yea rs a nd a bove -1.152 .246 .260** 
Parent's marital experience 
In tact ma rriage (RC) 1.00 
Dissolved ma rriage · .475 .260 .622 
Number of living children 
No chi ld (Re) 1.00 
1·2 child ren - 1.467 .3 14 .23 1 ** 
3 and above -2.3 11 .350 .099-

-4.ge difference with hus band 
Hu s ba nd a bout the same age or younger{RCj 1.00 
Hu s band less than ten years older ·.602 .286 .548-
Hu sband ten or more years older - 1.028 .344 .358* 
First Husband's marital experience 
Not married bcfore(RC) 1.00 
Ma rried at least once .978 .324 2.659** 
Iligh es t educational level at the women 

"No' cdll m tion lRq 1.00 ._-
-r.ri ma rv education -_783 .278 .457* 

Seconda ry a nd above ·1 .800 .359 . 16S H 

Com pa rative work at the time of first marriage 
Man working, Woma n not working(RC) 1.00 
M:(tl wo r\{in g, Woma n wo rkin g 1.210 .• 17 1 .4JI H 

M~n not working, Woman not working ·_355 .376 2.650 
Wo m;-)n wor king, Man not working, .658 .572 .431 
Work s tatus of the woman 
Not work in g (RC) 1. 00 
Workin g · .858 .3 19 3.0 14*'" 
~~arative education 

No difference (RC) 1.00 
Ma n bettcr educated -.842 .265 .43 1-
Woma n better educated .975 .424 2 .650" 
Consent on marriage 
Arranged_m~riage IRC) 1.00 -_ .. -
Own con sen!1~ ch oice - 1.1 52 .246 .316*'" 
Dtlration of first marria9..e 
0 ·4 yea rs (RC) 1.00 
5 year and above - 1.384 .279 .433 H 

con s ta n t 3.078 .479 21. 722 
Number or cflses 600 
·2LogLikl' hood 1169. IR9 

"1':::0.0 I, ' 1':::0.05 , RC~R erc rcncc categories 
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4.4.2. Socia-Economic Variables 

The major socio-economic variables included 10 the model are h igh est 

educa lional level of the women, compa rative education, consenl on marria: .e, 

work status of th e woman a nd comparative work at the time of first marriage. 

Highe st Educational Level of the Women 

The logistic regression result for educational attainmen t showed a variat ion 111 

the likelihood of marital dissolution between different levels of education . Tal ,le 

4.4 clearly indicates that the risk of first marital dissolution decreases with 

increasing level of educationa l attainment. Increasing level of education from no 

education to primary level reduces the risk of first marital dissolution by 54.3 

perccnt. In the same way, moving from no education to seco nd ary a nd above 

level of education decreases the risk of first: marital dissolution by 83 .5 percent. 

And the correlation coefficient for prima ry level of ed ucation was found 

statically significan t at P.:: 0.05 but for secondary a nd above leve l of education it 

was less tha n or equal to 0.01 level. 

Comparative education 

The comparative educational atta inment of the spouses has a s ignifi cant effect 

on first marita l dissolution. The result of logistic regression analysis presented 

in Table 4.4 clearly indicates that wh ere the wi fe was bette r educated than the 

husband were a bout 2 .650 times more likely to dissolve ma rri age than the 

corresponding couples with no difference in educational attainment and the 

relation was statically significant at P.::O .O 1 level. However, the odds of fir st 

marita l dissolution decreased by 57.9 percent if the husband was better 

educatcd than where the couple h ad s imila r levels of educationa l attainment 

and this result was found to be statically s ignifican t a t P.::0 .05 level. 

Work Status of the Woman 

Th e \vol' k status of th e woman was found to be sta ti cally s ign ifi cant with 1 he 

like lihood of first marital dissolution (Table 4.4) . Women who h ave engaged in 

any ga inful work to earn were observed as a lower ri sk of first marriage 
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dissolution tha n women who have not engaged in any gainful work. The result 

of th e wble clearly indicates that women who have e ngaged in any gainful work 

redu ce the risk of divorce/ separation by 3.0 14 times less likely than not 

working once . Thi s clearly indicates that, participating in any gainful work 

contributes much to the stability of first m a rriage. The re la tion was found to be 

sta tically s igni fican>t a t P:::, 0.0 l. 

Comparative Work at the Time of First Marriage 

The rcgression analysis a lso showed that union s where both partners were 

working a t union formation had a higher risk of first marital dissolution than 

m a n working and woman not working. Th e relation was found to be statically 

significant at P:::,O.O 1. The risk of first m a ri tal dissolution was 0.431 times more 

likely when both a re engaged in any gainful work than man working and 

woman not working couples. However, moving from man wurking and woman 

not working couples to both not working couples was not fou nd to be statically 

s ig llil-ic;l lll; the regression results ind ic8te th8t. th e I-isk o f first marital 

dissolution was decreased by 2_650 times more likely where both husband and 

wife nol' working at the time of firs t m a rriage than couples where man working 

and woman not working. And a lso moving from m a n working and woman not 

working couple to woman working and man not working was not found to be 

statically s ignificant; it increases risk of first marita l dissolution by 0.431 times 

more likely than man working and woman not working couples . 

Consent on Marriage 

Consen t on first marriage has a significant effect on the like lihood of first 

m a rila l dissolution. The logistic regression analys is clearly indicates lhat lhe 

likelihood of first marital dissolution were higher when the couples have 

entered into the m a rriage willingly and without the inOuence of a third party; 

marriage through the full consent / choice of couples decreases the risk of first 

ma rriage instability by 68.4 percent than arranged marriage . And the resu lt 

was statistically significant with P:::,O.Ol. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

DISCUSSION OF MAJOR FINDINGS 

Fa m ily migration within f irst marriage p ositive ly determ ine m a ri ta l 

dissolution 

Different researchers (Landale and Ogena, 1995; Boyle et a l 2006) confirmed 

the positive relationship between family migration and first marita l dissolution. 

The results of th is study also showed that the risk of first marita l dissolution is 

higher among migrants than non migrants at destination and thus confirm ing 

the stated hypothesis in the rela tionship between the two variables. In this 

study, the results of u ni-variate analysis indicates that majorities ( about 62 

perccnt) of the respondent women were migrants a fte r the time of first marriage 

and about 39 percent were non migrant couples and the multivariate analysis 

also s hows the r isk of first marital d issolution were s ignificantly h igher amo ng 

migrants than non m igra n t couples . Th e chi - square test also suppor t this 

tru th; there is a significant association betwecn family migration and first 

m a rital dissolution at P:,:O.OOI). Moreover, information obtained from key 

informants through in -depth interview a lso supports this result. The reasons 

behind for this as indicated by most of the respondents were unemploym ent of 

women a fter the move; they mainly migrate for husband 's occupation. 

Suppo rt.ing idea by Mencer (1978) reportcd I.hal. women <Ire less likely to be 

employed fo llowing family migration than other equivalent women a nd this may 

lead to h igher rates of union d issolution. 

As number of migration within first m arriage increases m a ri ta l 

dissolution w ould increase 

According to Kulu a nd Muszynska (2007) the risk of marital dissolution is not 

significant for couples with one migration than non migrant at destination but 

its ri sk we re higher for frequent migrants (two or more migrants). However, this 

s tudy verifies the number of union specific movement and first marital 
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dissolution has positive relationship. This was due to as indicated by key 

informants th rough in-depth interview and a lso presented in the literature the 

burden that women bear a fter the m ove and mainly their fin ancial problem in 

urban area (Addis Ababa) was the main reason to leave their unsatisfactory 

m a rri age. 

Place of residence after first marriage significantly determines marital 

dissolution 

Result of this study confirm s that th ere is difference in marital stability by 

p lace o f origin of the family after the time of first marriage. From bi-variate 

analysi s majorities of the divorced/ separated women reported that their family 

lived in rural area at the star t of the union. And results of multivariate analysis 

confirm fam ilies lived in urban area at the star t of first union decreased the risk 

of first marital d issolution by about 5 1.4 percent (Table 4.4) . Even though, 

stream of m igration within firs t marriage excluded from mu ltivariate analysis 

due to multicolinearity effect, the ehi- squ are result shows a s ignificant 

relation s hip with first marital dissolu tion at P.:::O .OO 1 for families' of urban­

urban and rura l- urban migrants. The reason obtained from in dcpth interview 

conducted with key informants confi rmed that when the fam ily came to urban 

area, the opportunities available there to meet with potential partners, absence 

of local ties in urban area, and housing problem at destination (Addis Ababa) 

lead them to dissolve their unsatisfactory marriage. 

Girls who married at early ages are more lilce ly run away from marriage 

In this study, early age a t firs t marriage was a lso obtained to be among the 

major obstacles on marital stability. In line with this, the study revealed that 

more than half of the respondents were ma rried early (less than 18 years old). 

The situation, in logistic regression , was thus found to show a statically 

significa nt difference on early ma rriage between the dichotomous groups. The 

fin dings thus s h owed consistently with other studies done elsewhere (Booth & 

Edwards 1985; South and Spitze, 1986; Martin and Bumpass, 1989; Reiners, 

2003; Pathfinder In ternational/ Ethiopia, 2006 and Wondmiye, 2007). It seems 
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that higher age at first marnage among women Increases psychological 

readiness, increase level of communication between spouse and also helps to 

know their duties and responsibilities within marriage. This in turn might 

enable women to stay on that marriage that will increase its stability. 

Women who mar:ried older husbands have a relatively lowe r probability 

of marital dissolution 

Th e other factor, which showed predictive power, in logistic regression analysis 

of ma rital instabili ty, was age difference with the husband. In the analysis of 

thi s sl udy , age difference between spouses is grouped by ten years dura tion 

and indicates that higher age difference a t first marriage between spouses 

increases marita l stability. The findings was in line with what Reiners (2003) 

indicated . The result suggests that wide age gap engagements particularly too 

young women engaged to too old men in the household decrease the risk of 

divorce/ separation. 

Presence of children within marriage relatively decrease the risk of 

marital dissolution 

Presence of living children in the marriage found with high predictive power in 

explaining marital instability. In the bi-variate analysis more than three fourth 

of the divorced/ separated women were childless and the multivariate analysis 

a lso confirms presence of children with in the ma rriage decreases s ignificantly 

the ri sk of divorce/ separation. The findings thus showed consistently with 

other studies done elsewhere Cherlin 1977 and r~c i ncrs 2003 . This s ign ificant 

relationship probably due to most couples stay within the union/ first marriage 

for the sake of their children and decreases the risk of marital dissolution. 

Consent on marriage is an important factor in determining marital 

stability 

Many research works by different scholars (Megerssa, 1990; Abeje, 1995; J ones 

19(7) con rirm the nrgative relationship between co nsent on marriFige and 

marita l instabil ity. The result of this study a lso showed that there is an inverse 

relat ionship between consent on marriage a nd ma ri ta l ins tability. This may be 
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due to since most of the respondents were migrants from rural area and leaving 

their usual place of residence may help them to leave the local ties and a lso 

their unsatisfactory marriage. 

Short durations of marriage related with highe r ris k of marital 

dissolution 

M a ril ~l l d issolution is higher with in the first four yeZlrs Zlfter the time of first 

m a rriage. Different research findin gs (Becker et al. 1977; White, 1990; Bracher 

et al 1993; Sayer and Bian chi 2000, Wondmiye, 2007) confirm the negative 

rela lio nship between duration of firs t marriage and mariLal instab ility. The 

findings of this study a lso show that majority of first marriages were dissolved 

within a shor t period of time (duration). 

Employment of women increases their liberty to dissolve an unhappy 

marriage 

Work s tatus of th e woman with in first marriage found with high predictive 

power in expla ining marital instability . The logistic regression re sult shows the 

ri sk of first marita l d issolut ion were h igher among those not working woman 

than the working once. The finding th us, showed consistency with other 

studies such as (Rogers and DeBour, 2001; Wondmiye, 2007). This 

relationsh ip between work status of the woman a nd marital instability may be 

due to the work status of th e woman may be changed after family migration 

thi s may lead them Lo d issolve the marria ge. 

Highest educational level of the woman related to lower risk of divorce/ 

separation 

Different researchers (Rose, 1992; Frank a nd Wi ldsmith , 2005) show the direct 

re lationship between educational attainmen t a nd marital dissolution. But this 

study consistent with (Becker et al 1977 and South and Spitze, 1986; 

Wondimye 2007) shows that the risk of divorce/ separation is lower among 

th ose women with highest educational level than non- educated. The possible 
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explana tion for thi s may be according to Becker et al 1977 more educated 

individ u a ls will be more produ ctive in the household or labor market thus 

increasing th e gain s from m a rriage a n d lhus ils slabili ly. 

Better educated woman than her husband increase marital dissolution 

, 
Education a l differen ces between cou ples with 111 fi rst marnage have a 

sign ifican t impact on fir st m a rital dissolution. From the analysis majority of 

the couples were the husband was better educated than h is wife with in first 

marriage . And the ris k of firs t m a rita l d issolution, h igher with in unions where 

the wife was better educated th a n the husband and lower whe re the husband 

was bette r educated tha n his wife, tha n unions where the couple had sim ilar 

levels of educationa l a tta inment. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

6.1. Summary 

The study attempted to explore the basic demographic a nd SOCIQ- economlC 

detcrminants of female firs t m arita l dissolution in Addis Ababa, th e case of 

Yeka Sub city. The study is largely based on the primary data generated 

through conducting a household sample su rvey with structured questionnaire 

to coll ect information perta ini ng to essential background and first marnage 

histories of the respondents. In-depth interview of key informants was also 

used to substantiate the information ob tained from the structured 

qucstionnaire . 

In a n a ttempt to explore the major factors contributin g to first marita l 

dissolut ion and exam111m g the relationship of first marita l dissolution and 

migration, differen t related findings were discussed. Based on these the 

following demographic variables namely; place wherc the family live at the s tart 

of the union, num ber of migration after the limc of first marriagc, migra tion 

statu s, stream of migration within first marriage , Age at first marriage, number 

of living children, duration of first marriage, age difference with husband, 

hus band's marital experience, parents m a rita l history were included 111 the · 

ana lys is . Moreover, five socio-economic predi ctors were a lso included 111 the 

a nalys is . These are highest educational level of the women, comparative 

education, work status of the woman, comparative work at the time of first 

m arriage, and consent on marriage. 

The respondents to the survey are selected based on the househ old list in the 

enu m eration areas conducted by central statistical authority in 2007. In th is 

regard, a multi stage samplin g technique was u sed . First, from the total of 

eleve n kebeles that comprises the sub-city three b iggc r kebeles were ra nd omly 

selec ted . Secondly, from the bigger kebeles three small sub kebeles one from 

55 



each kebele agam selected randomly. And a ll the three small kebeles were 

vi s ited in order to make a h ousehold list. From th e househo ld list e ligible 

women with the des ire attribute were as well recruitcd a nd listed. Thus, th is 

li sti ng was u sed as a sampling fra me. Fina lly, from these enlisted women, 600 

eligibl e res pondents were made to be includ ed in the study by us ing systematic 

s im ple random samplin g techniques. 

With regard the background information of the respondents, the majority (54 

pe rce nt) of them were included in th e age group 25-44. More than half of the 

respondents were married early (less th a n 18 years) and 58 .3 pe rcent were 

m a rried to an older husband. The birth history of the responde nts showed tha t 

(20.2 percent) of the survey women ha d no children whi le the re st (79 .8 

percent) h ad one or m ore children. As to th e migration status of the fami ly 

withi n first m a rriage, a higher proportion of them (6l.3 percent) were migrants 

while the rest were non migrants. Majority of the fa mily lived in rura l area at 

thc stn rt o f firs t marriage. In term s of thc numbe r migration of thc family with 

in first m a rriage , about 59 percent ha d one migration, 8 percent had two or 

more m igra tion and the rest were non migra nts. The stream of migration of the 

family within first marriage showed tha t, 49.2 percent of the respondents were 

rura l- urban migrants a nd 17.7 percent were urban- urban migrants. In terms 

of the family of origin of marital history, about one third of the respondent 

repo l· ted that their parents had dis solved their m a rriage . And majority of the 

respondent women s tayed together for four years s ince first marriage while the 

rest were stayed for more than four years. With regards to the socio-economic 

characteristics of the survey women, 40. 7 pcrcent of the respondents had no 

education wh ere as the remaining (59.3 percent) had so me ed u cation rangin g 

from primary to higher level. A higher propor tion (6 l. 7 percent) of women had 

no job. The work status of the spouses a t the start o f first marriage showed 

tha t about h alf of the couples were the husband workin g bu t the woman not 

working. S ixty percent of the woman reported that th e ir husband were better 

educa ted than themselves . 
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The differen tia l and determina n ts of first marita l dissolution has a lso been 

ana lyzcd in rela tion to demogra phic and socio-econom ic variables using bi­

va riate a na lysis . The rate of marita l dissolution among families who live in rural 

area at the star t of firs t ma rriage was high (59.2 percent) as com pa red fa milies 

li ved ill urban a reas at the star[ of fir'sl ma rri agc . High divorce rate was 

observed for migrallt families (48 .1 pe rcent) than non migrant fa milies with in 

first ma rriage . Th e dissolution of firs t marriage among families with two or 

more migration was higher (53 .3 percent) as compared to the dissolution rate 

among one migration fa milies a nd followed by no migration fa milie s (33.6 

percent) with in first marnage. High rate of first marital dissolution was 

observed a mong familie s who were rural -urban migra nts' (45 .1 percent) with in 

first ma rri age compared to urba n- urban migrant fa milies. The rate of first 

marital dissolution among women who ma rried at age less than 18 years was 

high (59.8 percent) as compared to the di sso lution rate among women married 

more than 18 years old. First ma rital ciissol ut ion was quite frequent (50 .7 

percent) during the first years of marriage as compared to late dura tions. A 

pron ounced decline of first marital di ssolution ra te was obse rved as women 

advances in education. On the other h a nd , h igh divorce ra te was observed 

a mong couples wh en the woman is better educated than her hu sband (72 .6 

perce nt) as compared to couples with the same educational attainment (46.2 

perccnt) followed by couples when the husband is beller educated (30.4 

perce nl). [<'irs t ma ri tal dissolution was high e r <l IllOll g wUI' k in g wome n (47.9 

percent) a s compared to not working. About 70 percent of m a rriage being made 

by own c hoice and consent were in a stable union. High proportion of women 

with dis rupted marri age (45.7 percent) WDS reported L1wt the ir pDrent's 

ma rr iage was also intact. 

The resu lL of logistic regression analysis showed that migration within first 

marriage has a s ignificant and higher risk of first ma rita l dissolution than non 

m igrant co uples. As to the number of migration within first marriage, higher 

number of migration increased the relative risk of divorce/separation . The 
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probabi li ty of marital dissolution is higher for families who lived in rural area at 

th e s tnrt of first marriage than those who li vt;d in urbw1 :Jrt;u. I\gt; iJl first 

marrIage has a significant and negative relationsh ip with the odds of m a rital 

d isso lution. Havin g children with in first ma rriage dec reased the odds of first 

ma rita l dissolution. The risk of marital di ssolution is s ignifica ntly lower for a 

couple with older husband than about the sam e age or younger husband. 

Husband's prevIous marital expen enc(' h<lS <l signifi C' <lnt <lnri positive 

relationship with marital dissolution . As the level of respondent's education 

increased the chance of divorce/separa tion consis tently decreased. Better 

educated wife than her husband were highly related to the odds of being 

divorce / separa tion than couples with the same educa tional attainment. The 

likelihood of first marriage dissolution is higher for not working woman than 

those in the working category. Probability of d ivorce/separation was higher 

when the husband and wife are engaged in a ny gainful job than the husband 

workin g and woman not working couples. Marriage m ade by own consent and 

choice reduced th e odds of marriage dissolution as compared to ma rriage 

a rran ged by parents or rela t ives. The probability of marital dissolution is higher 

for e8rly duration s tha n the late du rations of marri age. In ge ncral, most of the 

independent variables included in the multivariate ana lysis look like to s how 

their impact on the first marriage d issolution in the expected d irection, as is 

con firm ed in most research works. 

6.2. Conclusion and Recommendation 

Thi s study derives the following conclu s ion based o n the results obtained from 

un-varia te, bi-variate & multi-variate analys is . Based on this recommendations 

are gIven. 

As the number of migration within first marriage increases marita l dissolution 

woulri increase, it is possible to conclude that fa mi ly mi gra t.ion within first 

m a rriage contributes much to the dissolution of first marriage. Moreover, the 

high rates of marital dissolution exist a mong migrant fa mili es those who live in 
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rura l area after the time of first ma rriage . However, th is study limited to show 

ollly lil l' rri:ltionship be l"ween fnrn ily rn ig r<l lion nnd rn;Il 'il:l1 rii sso lulion; c; luses 

a nd consequences of family migration with m a rita l disso lution were no t 

assessed . Therefo re, conducting a research on the causes and consequ ences 

of family migration in relation to ma rita l dissolution both in the study area and 

in other par ts of the country is recommended . 

With the increase in the age at entry to first marrI age and a corresponding 

decrease to the mari ta l dissolution , it is poss ible to conclu de that de layin g age 

at first marriage contributes muc h to the stability of marriage. Therefore , the 

enhancem ent of the community a wareness towards the irn pact of young age at 

marriage (through mass media like television and radio, stage plays a nd 

dra rn as) a nd empower the youth (build ing the capacity of you lh associations), 

can have a s ignifica n t role in increasing the age at first marriage a nd th us in 

bringi ng down m a rita l dissolution prob lem s. 

Accord ing to the Fede ra l Family La w of Eth iopia or The Revised Fam ily Code 

(Proc la m a tion 2000), age at first marriage and con sent in th e marriage a re the 

two most 'Essential Conditions of Marriage'. Marriage should be with free a nd 

full COil se n t of th e intending s pou ses rather thCln pa rents and relatives 

preferences . Therefore to make the law in effect a nd to e liminate or at least 

reduce this traditional value system s imposed on wom en, educating the 

COllllllLIIlily and pa renls a nd crea ting awa rcnC00 lowa l-lis lhc law is c0scntial. 
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APPENDIX 

ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF DEVELOPMENT STUDY 

INSTITUTE OF POPULATION STUDY 

Informed Consent: 

Dear Respondent: 

This questionnaire is designed to co llect data about the female first marital dissolution and 

migration. You have been selected to complete the questionnaire as part of a sample of the study 

population. I would very mllch appreciate your participation in this study. 

The data collected from this questionnaire will be lIsed for the purpose of the research. Your 

genuine responses are very important in order to meet the purpose of the study. To this end, 

whatever information yo u will provide will be kept strictly confidenti al and will not be shown to 

other persons. 

Participation in this study is voluntary and you can choose not to answer any individual question 

or all of the questions. However, [ hope that you wi ll participate in thi s study since your views 

are important. 

Do you have any question with regard to this end? 

Do you agree to take part in this study? 

I. Yes 2. No (Thank you). 

Identification 

1. Kebele . ..... . . .. ............... .. 
2. House nQ ....................... . 
3. Name of HH name ........... .. 
4. Name of respondents ................... .. .......... . Sign ... . ........... . 
5. Supervisors name ..... ...... ............. . ........... Sign ............. .. . 
6. Date of interview ............ .1. .. .. 12002 





Section 2 

The following questions are asked to collect some of the demographic and socio-economic 

conditions of a ll women (living with first husband until the time of interview and dissolved first 

marriage in Addis Ababa before the time of interv iew) 

NQ Filters and Questions Answer 
201 How old are you? Years old 

Don't Know 
202 In what month and year were you born? Years 

Months 
98 ...... don ' t know 

203 In what month and year did you marry for the first Years 
time? Months 

98 . ..... don ' t know 
204 By the time you got married to him (first 1. Older 

husband), was he older, younger or about the same 2. Younger 
age as you? " About the same age J. 

4. Don 't know 
205 By the time you got married to him, was he 1. Yes 

married before? 2. No (skip to 207) 
206 How many times had he been married earlier to number of times 

yo ur marriage? 
207 For how long did you stay in marriage wi th the Years 

man you first married? Months 
98 . .... . don ' t know 

208 When you married for the first time, were your 1. Yes 
parents living together? 2. No (skip to 2 10) 

209 How did their marriage dissolve? 1. Death of one spouse 
2. Divorce 
0 Separation J. 

4. Other 
( specify) 

210 Before you married your first husband, have you 1. Yes 
and he and he been seeing each other? 2. No (skip to 213) 

211 How often have you been seeing each other? I. Every day 
2. 2 or 3 days a week 
3. Once a week 
4. Once in a month 
5. Other 

( specify) 
212 How soon did you marry after the first date with Years 

yo ur first husband? Months 



In the year of first marriage Husband Wife 
(for Question no. 213-217) 

2 13 How old were you and your Years Years 
husband? 

214 What was the highest grade 1. no education (illiterate) I. no education 
yo u and your husband have 2. primary level (i lliterate) 
completed? 3. secondary and above 2. primary level 

3. secondary and 
above 

215 Where you li ve with your fi rst Zone Zone 
husband? Region Region 

Woreda Woreda 
Town Town 

216 Were you and your husband 1. Yes 1. Yes 
engaged in any gainful work 2. No (skip to 218) 2. No (skip to 218) 
in the year of first marri age? 

217 What was that occupation? I. Civ il servant/ Gov ' t I . Civil servant/ Gov't 
employee employee 
2. Petty trader 2. Petty trader 
3. Daily laborer 3. Daily laborer 
4. Self business/ Trade 4. Self business/ Trade 
5. Non Gov' t /Private 5. Non Gov' t /Private 
institution employee institution employee 
6. Other . . " ......... ..... 6. Other ... ..... .. ....... . 

(specify) (specify) 
218 Have you ever lived 1. Yes 1. Yes 

elsewhere other than the first 2. No (skip to 222) 2. No (skip to 222) 
place your fam il y li ve after 
the ti me of first marriage? 

219 If yes, how long have you Years Years 
ever lived there? Months Months 

220 If yes (218), how many times Times Times 
have you moved? 

221 Where were you moved? Region Zone Woreda Town Duration 
Indicate the places according Of staX 
to the chronological order and 1. 
duration of stay for each 2. 
place. 3. 

4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 



- I 
222 Has the woman's first 

marriage disrupted? 
I. res 2.~0 

WIFE HUSBAND 
Some ti me After first 
before first marriage until 
marriage now 
disruption 

223 What was the What is/was the I . no education 1. no education 
highest grade highest grade (illi terate) (illiterate) 
that you and that you and 2. primary level 2. primary level 
your husband your husband 3. secondary and 3. secondary and 
have completed? have completed? above above 

224 Were you and Are/ were you I. Yes 1. Yes 
your husband and your 2. No (skip to 226) 2. No (skip to 226) 
engaged in any husband 
gainful work? engaged in any 

oainful work? 
225 What was the What was the I. Civi l servant/ Gov't 1. Civil servant/ Gov' t 

usual occupation usual occupation employee employee 
duri ng that time? during that 2. Petty trader 2. Petty trader 

time?(recent 3. Daily laborer 3. Daily laborer 
occupation) 4. Self business/ Trade 4. Self business/ Trade 

5. Non Gov' t /Private 5. Non Gov ' t /Private 
institution employee institution employee 
6. Other .................. 6. Other .. . ............... 

(specify) (specify) 

226 Did you have Did you have I. Yes 
any children any children 2. No (skip to 228) 
before your first before yo ur first 
marriage? marriage? 

227 How many sons How many sons 
and daughters and daughters Children 
ra ised at your raised at your 
house by the house unti I 
time your first now? 
marriage 
disrupted? 

228 Did you have How many sons/ 
any children by daughters do Chi ld ren 
first husband? yo u have by 

your first 



husband? 

229 How many of Are all of them 1. Yes 
them raised at alive? -~ 2. No (stop) 
your home by 
the time your 
fi rst marriage 

How many of 
disrupted? 

them have died? Children 

230 How many of Of those 
them died before children bo rn Chi ldren 
your first alive, how many 
marriage of them are less 
disrupted? than age 6 and 

are living with 
you now? 

23 1 When did your >< Years 
first marriage Months 
end? 
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