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Abstract 

The main purpose of the study was to depict the lives of SPWDs comprehensively and 

document their biographies. Four PWDs who are residing in Addis Ababa were 

purposively selected for this study. The research attempted to answer six basic questions. 

To collect data three instruments; interview guide, focus group discussion guide, and 

document analysis guide were developed In connection with this, letter of permission 

was taken from Special Need Department of A.A. U and then given to heads of ENAB, 

ENAD, ENAPH, and ENAOD respectively. Necessary agreement was reached on the 

purpose of the study. And then, the heads informed potential participants for the study 

more than once. Finally, the ideal respondents were identified and where made clear 

with the objective of the study. Intimate relationship was established by the frequent visit 

and phone call made by the researcher. Participants were interviewed and involved in 

FGD both at their office and at A.A. U classroom for one participant for whom sign 

language interpreter was used Accordingly, tape recorder and note book was used to 

record all data generated; starting from 25 of January up to March 30 of 2002 E.C. 

Then, the data were analyzed qualitatively; case by case. The result shows that, first, the 

societal reaction towards participants' disabilities were negative that they were thought 

of worthless and turned ·more of positive after they became successful. Second, the 

participants manifested negative reaction on the onset of their disabilities due to societal 

unpleasant reaction towards their disabilities and then gave favorable response at their 

latter ages. Third, among other challenges the respondents faced, societal negative 

attitude was found the most stressful, as long as it is a day to day phenomenon. Fourth, 

the participants have registered remarkable success benefiting themselves and the 

community. Fifth, the respondents' community participation was found to be 

unsatisfactory. Six, ihe respondents success factors were found to be both of personal 

including self-esteem, self-efficacy, coping strategies and sources of strengths, 

aspirations and those of conducive environment including early familial experience and 

early childhood education and school experience. Finally, on the bases of the study 

findings implications pertaining to PWDs and PWODs were drawn. 
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Chapter One 

1. Introduction 

Background of the Study 

Throughout the world, regardless of culture, PWDS have generally been seen as 

incapable of taking cpntrol of their own lives (objects of charity or they may be viewed as 

a benevolent neutrality), unable to assume success. Through neglect, prejudice and false 

assumptions as well as through exclusion, distinction or separation, PWDS have very 

often been prevented from exe~cising their strengths in economic, social or cultural rights 

on an equal basis with PWODS. The effect of disability - based deprivation have been 

particularly severe in the fields of education, employment, housing, transport, cultural 

life, and access to public place and sources (Craven, 2002). 

However, there have been PWDS who have successfully resisted diverse ups and downs 

of life and boldly printed their names and earned popularity in politics, economics, music, 

art, science and in many others in the history of the world. For example, Albert Einstein 

(learning disability and did not speak until age 3), Francklin D. Rooselvet (polio), Hellen 

Keller (blindness, deafness, and unable to speak), Itzhak Perlman (Polio, both legs 

paralyzed), Aristotle (Epilepsy), Socrates (Epilepsy) (Albritton Disability Counseling 

Services, [ADCS] 2008). In Ethiopia various literatures portray that there have been 

SPWDS, particularly in the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. Supporting this idea Tirussew 

(2005) stated that in Ethiopia it is not uncommon to find successful and highly honored 

blind personalities in the clergy. 

The astonishing thing is that, PWDS had and have been active actors in playing pivotal 

roles for the world's present modem civilization and or development in all spheres of 

sectors. Hence, the documented contribution of the world's most famous and SPWDS to 

the population around the globe and their influence (such as; establishing attitudinal 

change, policy formulation, innovation of adaptive technologies and so on) on the lives of 

PWDS in particular is quite immense and immeasurable. 

1 
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In this respect, Aristotle (Epilepsy) the Greek philosopher wrote Zoology, biology, ethics, 

government etc., Isaac Newton (stuttering and epilepsy) discovered gravity, Socrates 

(Epilepsy) made contributions in ethics, epistemology, and logic, Alexander Graham Bell 

(learning disability) invented telephone, Thomas Alva Edison (Slight deafness, learning 

disability (did not learn to read until the age of 12» invented the electric light and record 

player Alfered Bernard Nobel (Epilepsy) by the time of his death he had 350 patents and 

controlled factories and laboratories in 20 countries, Stephen Hawking (motor neuron 

disease) is one of the greatest astronomical physists of modern times Izak Perlman, a 

famous violinist, promotes building and transportation accessibility in the present world 

(ADeS 2008) . 

In the same way, Franklin D .. Rooselvet (polio) served 3 U.S. Presidential terms (Hent 

and Quinlan, 1990). Likewise, Judy Heumann (contracted polio at the age of 18 months) 

is a pioneer of modern legislation in U.S. for PWDS at the present time (Barkely, 2005). 

Furthermore, Alan Reich (Quadriplegia) is the founder of the National Organization of 

Disability in U.S. and still working hard (Jennifer, 2004). Mohammed Osman (Spinal 

Muscular atrophy) was a founder of the National Associations of People with Disabilities 

in Sudan (peter, 1993). Alexander Phiri (lost both legs at the age often by car accident) 

was a leading and articulate member of disability movement in Zimbabwe and South 

African region, and now he is the director for Southern African Federation of the 

Disabled (peter, 1993, and Tauri, 2002). Samir Gosh (both arms amputated at the 

shoulder at the age of eight) was PhD holder in economics and management consultant, 

and role model in India, and at present he is consultant at the UNDP, consultant at the 

World Bank, and inclusion consultant at the World Bank in India and internationally 

(Pet~r, 1993; and Samir, 2009). 

It is, therefore, obvious that the above mentioned most famous and SPWDS of the world 

and others whose names were not mentioned have together contributed for the world's 

civilization and development. And, they were responsible for the enrichment of the lives 

of millions of people both with and without disabilities as pioneers and helpers in the 

fields of Music (classical, country and western, folk music, Pop Music, Blues and Jazz, 
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Motown, Soul and Dance, Scat, Reggae, Rock, etc), Painting, Poetry, Theater, 

Astronomy, Mathematics Logic, Physics, Metaphysics, Biology, Ethics, Government, 

Politics and Civil Rights, Epistemology, Engineering, and Technology (medical cures 

and treatments, electric wheelchairs, minicoms, telephone, electric light, computerized 

speech synthesizer, etc) (ADCS, 2008). 

The argument is, as per the above discussion, we have seen a number of most famous and 

SPWDS in the world. In Ethiopia, however, their number is unknown (probably small) 

and the recognition of their success all over the country is questionable. Moreover, in 

Ethiopia leave alone to have a document and know exactly the number of SPWDS in 

particular, the population of PWDS in the country is crudely known. In the country, many 

studies were conducted so far that unveil various findings about PWDS; but none of them 

discussed about their success. Except, Tirussew' s (1998) as cited in Tirussew (2005) 

"Resilience and Success of Persons with Disabilities" even there are certain limitations in 

it as a research study can not be free of limitations. Therefore, in regard of these and 

other limitations of the studies conducted so far in the country, this present study will be 

supposed to be one of the solutions required. 

Again, the argument is, of the 1.9% and or about 2.95% of PWDS who constitute the 

total popUlation in the country (CSA, 1998., Tirussew, et. aI. , 1995 focused baseline 

survey, as cited in Tirussew, 2005), why are we not having reports or revelations of 

outstanding SPWDS as celebrities in the country . 

For this fundamental argument there are numerous reasons, for- example, the 2001 

Country Report of Ethiopia cited in Wegayehu (2004) confirmed that; 

PWDS in Ethiopia at home, neighbour, school, work place, community are 

victim of prejudice and stereotypes, which is hard to fight back. And also 

have lack of opportunities for employment, unavailability of data on the 

nature and problen:zs of disability, lack of information and education, lack 

of training facilities and prevention strategies, in accessibility services, 

and lack of adaptive technology are the major problems that hinder 

PWDSjrom becoming successful. 

3 
























































































































































































































































