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Prerace 

The hi story of the Bale Mounta ins National Park (BMNP) has not yet been comprehensively 

stud ied. Many books, reports, and BA and MA theses have di scussed contemporary and specific 

issues relat ing to the park such as its landscape, wi ld life species, human encroachment on the 

park and its impacts. But these sources a re not comprehensive and more importantly lack a 

hi storical perspecti ve and depth . It was this rea li zation which led me to undertake research on the 

subject for my thes is. 

The thes is primarily seeks to reconstruct the hi story of the park from its fo undation in 1970 to 

the present. The wo rk is largely based on archival material s that I collected from the Ethiopia 

National Archive and Library Agency, the Eth iopia Wildlife Conservation Authori ty, Bale 

Mounta ins Nat iona l Park Offi ce and Goba Wareda Environmental and Forest Conservation 

Bureau. The archives of the first thJ'ee organizat ions are especially invaluable fo r resea rchers 

interested in the history of the DMNP. Archival materials at the Goba Wareda Environmental 

and Forest Conservat ion Bureau are kept in the most haphazard manner. They are uncataloged 

and are stored in such a way that they are exposed to dust and rats. I-knce, it was tedious and 

time consuming for me to identify materia ls that relate to my research. Of the arch ival materials 

of the Ethiopian Wild life Conservation Authority, letters and reports by J.B. Blower from the 

1960s provide valuab le information about the earl y history of the Wildlife Department. In 

addition to thi s, letters, newspapers and articles on the hun ting of wildl ife, fire incident and 

gazettement of the pa rk boundary supported the reconstruction of the thesis. 

Material s from the Kennedy Library have al so been useful in my study. The accounts and reports 

of the late 1950s and beginning of 1970s by Herbert Mooney and C.E. Buer describe the 
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landscape and wi Id I ife resources of the Dale Moun tai ns respect i vely. Moreover, the reports of L. 

Brown, John Osbore and Ca lavdio Sillero Zubiri from the mid 1980s and 1990s in the Frankfurt 

Zoological Library at BMNP headquarters provided me with substantial information about the 

human acti vities and the situation of the park on the eve of the collapse of the Derg regime and 

in the immediate years. 

I faced severa l problems and challenges in collecting wr itten sources. The archi va l sources 

relat ing to the period of Haile Selass ie and the early foundation of the park is scanty. Therefore, I 

had to rely on oral sources to fill in the existing gaps. Moreover, time pressure in my working 

place and the distance il'om my working place (Bale Robe) to Addis Ababa (430km) seriousl y 

affected the research for my thesis . The frequent fieldwork trip from Robe to the park's 

headquarters and to remote kebeles of the park territory also made my research work tiresome. 

The closure of the Library of the Inst itute of Ethiopian Studies (lES) throughout the summer of 

201411 5 A. Y also affected the progress of my research. 

The information collected from informants also supported the thes is. First of all, I was able to 

ident ify knowledgeable informants based on the information I collected fro m the park 's warden 

and scouts who had long years of servi ces at the park. I interviewed elders, scouts, and former 

and current employees of the park. I encountered several problems in conducting interviews. 

First, I faced transpo rtation probl em while I was interviewing the elders, since most kebeles 

surrou nding the park were inaccess ible by public transport and were far frol11 my work place in 

Robe. Moreover, while some informants tried to hide information about the park , others had had 

limi tations in recalling past specific events relating to the park. However, r have tried to cross­

check the information provided by informants. It is on the basis of these sources that I have 

reconstructed the thes is. 
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The thes is consists of four chapters. The first chapter offers an overview of the early history of 

wildlife resource management in Ethiopia and a historical background to the BMNP. The second 

chapter dea ls with the process of the estab li sllment of the park, the management of the park and 

tourism trends under the imperial reg ime in the park. The third chapter exam ines conservation 

po licy, its implementat ion and tourism act ivit ies in the park under the Derg regime. The fi nal 

chapter focu ses on deve lopments s ince the change of government in 1991 and particularly on the 

destruction of the park during the government change, the reo rganization of the park and 

activities of the park under the EPRDF regime. 

T would li ke to exp ress my gratitude to my Advisor, Dr. Belete Bizuneh who, suggested the 

topic of my thesi s. 1 am also indebted to him for hi s excellent guidance and invaluable comments 

on the drafts of the thesis. My heartfelt thanks also go to Prof. Tessema Ta'a for hi s comment on 

the proposal. Special thanks go to the office of the Ethiopian Wildl ife Conservation Authority for 

giv ing me permission to conduct my thesis on the Bale Mountains National Park and the 

Frankfurt Zoolog ical Society CFZS) for al lowing me to use the ir Library. It is also my 

pleasure to thank the staff members of the Bale Mountains Nationa l Park OfIice for their 

help with my resea rch. Especially, 1 would like to thank AID Girma Urgi and Ala Husen Kemal 

for their invaluable support in accessing archival sources found in the park . I am indebted to 

Wlra Zerayehu Endale for providi ng me with helpful information and all my informants for their 

cooperation and encouragement tlu'oughout my study. 1 sincerely wish to thank my friends 

Binyam Wondifraw and Abiyot Negera and other graduate student s in the Department of 

History at Addis Ababa University for their company, moral support and friend ship. Last but 

not least, my everlasting gratitude goes to my lovely family for their encouragement and 

support from the very beginning of thi s research till the end of the stud y. 
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Abstract 

The BAINP is located in the southeastern part of Ethiopia within Bale zone of the Oromia 
Regional State. The existing literature reveals there were only fe\V permanent Oromo set/lers in 
the Bale Alountains before the inauguration of the national park in the area and the settlers 
livelihood was partially depend on the hunting of wild animals. In the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries hunting big game animals \Vas seen as a source of prestige in Ethiopian SOCiety. Wild 
animals were also hunted for commercial purpose. Tireless ~fJOriS were made by the Ethiopian 
government and the agents of UNESCO to save the most endangered and endemic wildlife as 
well as conserve outstanding and splendor environment in Ethiopia. Based on the 
recommendations of UNESCO some areas of the counlly were selected for the development of 
national parks. Accordingly the process of establishing the national park began in the 1950s and 
1960s to save the countl)' 's fauna and flora species from complete damage. Bale Mountains 
were one of those areas rich in wildlife resources and attention of UNESCO agents. 

This thesis begins with the geographical features of the BtvflllP and offers analysis on the 
management 0/ wildlife resources and parks in Ethiopia. jt also provides a brief description of 
human activities and the process of the establishment o/the EMNP and subsequent conservation 
policy and implementations by different governments. Moreover, if also gives the trend of 
tourism in the 8MNP since its establishment to the present comprehensively. 

j was able to use a combination of primwy and secondmy sources to reconstruct the thesis. The 
archival sources, reports, memo, traveler accounts, lellers and other published and unpublished 
secondary sources are important materials to reconstruct the thesis. 
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Chapter one 

Introduction 

1.1 Geographical Features of the Park 

The Bale Mountains Nationa l Park (BMNP) is located in southeastern Ethiopia within the 

current Bale and West Arsi Zones of the Oromia Regional State. It is found some 400 kms away 

from the capital of the co untry, Add is Ababa. It is bounded by the following five districts: 

Dinsho in the north, Goba in the northeast, Delo Mena in the south, Adaba in the west and 

Harena Buluk in the southeast.] 

The park lies within the mountains between 39° 28' to 39° 57' longitude and 6° 29'to 7° 10' 

latitude and is enclosed with in 2150 km2
• The north-south and east-west width of the park is 74 

and 53 kms respectively. The BMNP, which has a rectangular form, has a nan-ower shape in its 

southern and northern sections. The centra l part of the park is wider than the two sections. 2 

The park is dominated by various volcanic heights with high plateaus, attractive alpine lakes and 

small as well as medium s ized streams that emerge from the heart of the mountains and flow 

towards the lowlands of the region. In terms of vegetation cover, the park exhi bits with change in 

altitude, various kinds of plant species ranging from juniper forest to heather moorland and 

alpine meadows. It also holds a variety of wi ld animals. Hence, it makes the park the largest 

Afro-alpine habitat. 3 

I Anouska A.Kinahall , Bale MOlln/ains Notiol1al Park: Business and Sustainable Finance Plall (AA: Central 
Printing Press, 2011), p.9. 

2 Jesse C. Hillman, I3alc Mountains National Park: A Management Plan Manua l, ( 19 85), p.l l; Mcnassie Gashew, 
"The lise and va lue of wild plants to the people of Bale, " Walia No. 13 ,Journal of the Ethiopia Wildlife and 
Na/llral HiS/Diy Society (1991 ),p.21. 

1 Mohammed Amin, A TOlHisl Paradise (Nairobi: Camcrapix Publisher intcrna tionai,1996),p.72. 

1 



Map.! The Bale Mountains National Park 
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Source: (Accessed from, hnp://www.ethiovisit.com). 12 July 2015. 
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In the Bale Mounta ins, variation in climate is frequently seen as altitude goes up and ex hibi t 

orographic type of ra in fall in the massif The BMNP receives nea rl y lOOO mm to 1400mm 

precipitati on in the hi gher altitude areas annually. However, rainfall decreases as one moves to 

the lower altitllde and ranges from 600 m111 to 1000mm. A long duration of wet season occurs 

starting from March to October and is followed by a dry short season that usua lly lasts from 

November to Feb ruary. It is cha racterized by coldest and warmest during the night and day time 

. I 4 respective y. 

Based on the alti tudinal variation and landform patterns, the park can be divided into three 

subsections. The first section is the Gaysay grass lands which is found in the nOlihern part of the 

park. This area is largely characterized by broad valleys and high points and has altitude rangin g 

from 3000m to 3500m. Its topography is mainly dominated by juniper/ hagenia, moorland , 

ex tensive grass lands an d swamps. The area is home to the endemic Mount Nyala and other wild 

animals slich as warthog, grey duiker, hyen a and bohor reedbuck . 5 

The second su bsec tion of the park consists of the central peaks and the Sanetti plateau. These are 

found along the eastern fl anks of the park. The ranges o f mounta ins in this section are ma inly 

made up of extens ive lava floods that erupted during the M iocene and Oligocene. The emiss ion 

of lava in great amounts resu lted in the formation of rocks, particularly trachytes, rhyo lites, 

basalts and tuffs. This great geological arrangement in the Bale Mountains happened long before 

4 Jesse C. 1-li1lman, A Management Plan Manua l ,pp.3-9; Chris Hillman and Sheila Hil lman," The Mountain 
Nyala (Trage/ap/Ills iJuxton;) and the Silllen Fox (Canis Simensis) in the Bale Mounta ins National Park ," Walia No. 
la, Journal o/the £Ihiopia!1 Wildlife alld Natllral HislOIY Sociely( 1987), p.3;Addisll Assefa, " Birds orBnle 
Mountains National Park South Eastern Ethiop ia," Walia No.25, Journal a/lhe Elhiopian Wildlife and /IOII/ra l 
HislOIysociely (2006-07), p.23; Robert G. Waiterlllire," A National Park in the Bale Mountains," Walia No. 6, 
.Journal oflhe Ethiopial/ Wildlife and Nalllra! HislOI)1 Society (1975),p.20. 

SStliart Willi~l11s , Bale MOllntains: a Gil ide Book (A.A : United Printers, 2002), p.6 . 
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the creation of the features of the Ethiopian lEast African Rift Valley.r The mountains exhibit 

vegetation ranging from juniper forest at the base of the mountains to heather moorlands and 

alpine meadows at the top of the mountains. The section holds the country's second highest peak 

i.e. Tulu Dimtu (4377m) and other impressive heights such as Batu, Worgona, Wasema, 

Archaha, Adola and Garanba Dima.7 

Picture.! Tutu Dimtu, the 2nd highest peak in Ethiopia. 

Sourca: (Acccssed from, https:!!www.tourhg.com). 3 August 2015. 

6Ibid, p.6. 
1 Mohanuned Amin, p.72; Assegid Ayele," Ecotourism as a Sustainable Development Option: Case study from 

BMNP "(MA Thesis in Tourism and Development, AA, 2011), p.43: Chris Hillman and Sheila Hillmanp.1O 
;Zegeye Kibret(ed.), "Ethiopian Wolf Conservation Program", in News letters, VoI.2.issue. l(March, 2007),p.1. 
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The Sanetti plateau covers around 34kms and is di ssected by the Micha, Togo na, Kaficho, Shaya 

and Dan ka rivers. From the western edge of the plateau to the Up per Web Va lley, there is a wall 

like rock wh ich is made of lava fl ood. The hi ghest peaks wh ich were made in this manner are 

Darkina, Layencha, Ukamsa, Amaeh and the Adely. The Semen Fox which is also known as Red 

Fox, is mainly found in thi s plateau where it hunts for various species of rodents. Among these 

roden ts on wh ich the fox feeds on is the gian t mo le-rat which we ights up to one kilogram. Out of 

sixteen rodent spec ies worldwide, eleven of them are only fou nd in Ethi opia 8 The road from 

Goba to Delo town which passes through th is section of the park gives an impressive view of the 

beautiful mounta in scenery of the area. 9 

The third subsection of the BMNP is the Harenna Forest. The area encompasses one of the 

impressive H.arenna escarpments that li es some di stance south of the Sanetti plateau and ho lds 

areas as hi gh as 2000m to 3500m. As one goes further southwa rds, one finds the impressive 

Hnrenna forest. This is the country's second largest forest and contains a variely or wildlife 

resources sllch as li ons, leopards, hyena and some African hunting dogs. The [-larenna 

escarpment divides the park into eastern and western secti ons. In the north, many ri vers and 

small streams di ssected the high altitude plateaus into deep gorges that made scenic waterfalls in 

some areas. The area is not usually exposed to snow cover, so that someone can watch easily its 

beautiful physical appearances from a distance. 10 

8 Jesse C. H illman, A Management Plan M anual, p.ll; Zcgcye Kibrct (ed.),p.! ;Robcrt G. Waltermire, p.21. 
9 Eli za Richman and I3 in iyam Admasu (cds.), Bale MOlIl/tains NaliDl1a! Park: A 7i'oveler's Guidebook, Oue 

Park lI1al1Y world (Addis Ababa: Ccntml Printing Press, 2013), p.42. 
to/b id, p.21; Herbert Mooney and ot hers, "An accou nt or two Journey to the Arenna Moun tains in Dale Province 

(Sollth- E:lsl Ethiop ia) 1958 llnd 1959-60, " III proceedings q/the Lillnaeall Society of Lone/on, 1961-62, (London: 
Lilllwcan Society, J 963),p.128; Assegicl Aye la, p.44;Randall, Debora and olhers (cds.), Walia: Special edition all 
fhe Bale MOlll1wins, Journal o/Ihe Elhiopian Wildlife and Na/llral His/OIJ' Sociely( 20 II), p.131. 
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Picture.2 The Saneni plateau 

Source: (Accessed from, hnps://en.wikipedia) 3 August 2015 

In the lowlands of Harenna territory grow wild coffee and big tree species that rose as high as 

30m. Behind the Harenna escarpment, one finds the Gujurule rock towers surrounded by mixed 

forests with bamboo trees and the source streams of the Shawe River at their bases. II 

The BMNP in its realms holds many wildlife species. Within it nearly 46 mammals, more than 

160 bird species and a number of reptiles, amphibians exist. The Mount Nyala, Semen Fox, 

Bohor Reedbuck, giant Mole rat, Menelik's bushbuck and fish species are found in the 

ecosystem of the BMNP.12 

II "Bale Mountains National Park: Harenna Forest Expedition, Preliminary Report" , p.2; Eliza Richman and 
Biniyam Admasu (eds.),p.16; Molianuned Autin, p.8 L 

12 Jesse C. HjlJmall, A Management Plan Manual, pp.21-23. 
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Despite the abundance of wildl ife spec ies in Bale, the J3MNP was established primarily to 

protect two endangered wild ani mals in the area, the Mountai n Nya la and Scmen Fox. The 

Gaysay grassland area, which is found 7kms from the headquarters of the BMNP at Dinsho, is 

the particu lar place where Nya la is seen together with other wild life such as Menelik bushback, 

reedbuck, grey duiker, warthog, and several spec ies of cats, co lobus monkey and anubis 

baboon.'J Among the bird species that dwell in the Bale Mounta ins, sixteen endemic species are 

eas ily seen including wattl ed ibi s, black-wi nged love birds, and blue-winged goose." In addition 

to its attractive environmenta l setting, th e 13MNP is home to many ri tu al places which the 

peoples in and surroundi ng of the park used. These incl ude places sllch as Abbel Kasi m, Alija 

and Gassuray are/were serving the people in line with their bel iefs. 15 

The Ba le Mountains are al so endowed with mountain streams that are filled with ~ s h imported 

frolll Kenya in the I 960s. 16 

13 Randall , Debora and others (cds.), pAl ; Joh n Alki r, "History of Wi ldlife Protection in Elhiopia "Walia No. 16, 
JOl/rnal oflhe Ethiopial1 Wildlife (Jnd Natural His/DIY Society (\995), p.21. 

14 Mohammed Ami n, p.76. 
"Asscgid Ayete, 1'.45. 
" Ibid, 1'.81. 
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Picture.3 Mount Nyala which is endemic to the country. 

Source: (Accessed from, https://en.wikipedia.org/wikilBale-Mountains), 12 July 20 15 . 
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1.2 Historical Background to the Management of Wildlife Resources and 

Parks in Ethiopia 

Ethiopia is blessed with varieties of wi ldlife owing to its favorable and wide-rang ing climate. '7]n 

I Ih Ih· b b I ' I I I . d the ate 19 and early 20 centunes, however, these huge resources egan to e lIg 1 Y ex p olte . 

and th ei r socio-economic importance began to diminish as a result of unrestra ined human 

activity. Before the introduction of firearms to Eth iopia, the hunting of wild animals was largely 

ca rried ou t by wea pons like spears and lances. Even big ani mals such as elephants and buffa lo 

were hunted in thi s traditiona l way by the people. However, during Menelik 's period, people 

began to hunt wil d an imals by using guns imported from Ihe outside world. Gun ownership 

significantly increased which led to the destruction of wild animals and their di slocation from their 

natura l habitats. Wild animals were generally hunted for two purposes. First, the hunting and 

kill ing of big anima ls li ke buffalo, li on and elephant was a source of prestige and sign of bravery 

in many societies of Ethiopia. Mahteme Sil assie described the prestige accorded to big game 

hunters as follows: " .. . . .. ) ,.}.'I: yri ...... mg.? .. ~, .}.'I.' '11 II'"} ("1.1',(1 ~, ?"It·~ · A(JJ. i,·}.~:I.~,fl 

.c,·l"!nt·('\ ..... 

A rough translati on of th is wou ld be: "A person who kills one buffalo or elephant was 

considered as a killer of jive men ... 18 

This indicated that game ani mals were hunted in greater extent partly to get respectabi li ty and 

. 19 prestige. 

I7 Kc fcl cgn Gclahull , "An overview Geographical Analysis of tourism in Eth iopia "(M.A Thesis in Geography 
and Env ironmental History, A.A University, 1994), p.46. 

18 MahalClllC silasc Wolde Meskel, Zikre Neger( A.A: NCIS<l nct Prinlig Prcss, 1950), p.342; Abraha Misginna, 
';Thc hi story of Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Organization "(B.A Thesis in Hi story, A A, 1991), p.18. 

"lbid.p.IS. 
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Young Ethi opians at an adolescence stage went to the wi lderness in search of wild animal s. If 

they were lucky they returned home with their kill s within a few days. Otherwise they stayed in 

the wi lderness unti l they were lucky for a month or more than that since returning home without . 

a ki ll was considered shameful by the society. The w ife of a man, who returned home from 

hunting without success, sa ng the fo llowing couplet whi ch struck at a man's personal di gni ty: 

To returned as a killer of killer 

Hadn '( been a rid er horse 20 

This indicates that women encou raged their husbands to hunt wild beasts. Therefore, men 

preferred to stay in remote areas until they succeeded in killing wild anima ls.21 

Second, espec iall y in the late 19th and early 20th centuri es, w il d animal s were a lso hunted for 

commercia l purpose . People hunted wild an imals for their sk in , teeth and horn. The country had 

a large nu mber of elephants wh ich commonly ex isted at an altitude as hi gh as 2,500m above sea 

level up to the end of the 19th century. Areas such as the Awash bas in and the Eth iopian Central 

Rift Vall ey were home to such big animals before their number decl ined rapidly between 1900 

and 1934 22 The hun ting of wild an imals pmticu larl y of elephants in the above mentioned period 

was carri ed out enormously throughout the country.23 

20 Mahalcmc silasc Walde Meskel, p.346. 
21 Ibid, 1'.346. 

22Richarcl Pankhurst and Rita Pankhurst (cds.)," Wi ldl ife and Forests in Ethiopia. "Jolin/a! a/independent option, 
economics, his/DIY CInd fhe arlS, VII. No.I,e 1963), p.24 1 ;13oshera JeTbo," Environment, State and Pastora l groups: A 
history of Awash Nat ional Park 1966-1991" (MA Thesis in Hi story, A.A Universit y, 2002), p. l ; Yinncd Dcmcke," 
The status of the African Elcphant( Loxodol1lC1 AjricclIla) in Ethiopia ," Walia No. 18, JOl//'I1a/ oj the Ethiopia 
Wildlife alld Nail/rat his/OI Y sociely,( 1975), PI'. 17-20; Abraha M isginna,p.1 8. 

2) Richard Pankhurst and Rita Pankhurst (cds.), p.242. 
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Large scale elephant hunting intensified during the time of Menelik 's ill ness when his 

government fai led to run government affai rs effectively. In 1908, Emperor Mene lik II issued the 

country 's first wildli fe legis lation . This was intended to regulate the destruction of wi ld animals 

particularl y of elephants. A year later, the government attempted to generate income from the 

country' s hu ge wild life resource by prohibiting the ill egal hunting of big game. The I<\w 

proclaimed that hunting of elephants could only be undertaken with the permission of the 

Emperor. In 1913 Menelik passed yet another proclamation that underl ined the banning of 

hunting. The proclamation was quoted by Richard Pankhurst and Rita Pankhurst as fo llows: 

"A ll you who were (are) big game hunters! 
"I have ordered that from now onwards big-game hunting should cease, and 
that all you big-game hunters who before Ihis went down to the desert and 
are hunting, should return to your provinces. And you who have started from 
here to go down, don't go. You people, who after this proelaj"ation was 
proclaimed, did not abandon your hunting and return [rom the desert to 
your villages, and if you go thi nking Ihat you will go down again 10 hunl, 
and are caught, you wi ll be severely punished. 

"A ll you ch iefs also who are on the frontiers, cause careful watch to be 
Kept that, with the exception of persons with passes and traders, hunters do not 
pass through your country. It has been decreed (the Emperor) has sa id, if 
after this proclamation has been made, a hunter or whoever it may be, having 
passed through your te'Titory, is fo und in your province without a pass going 
down to the desert, and if your keepi ng guard do not catch him, know that Ihe 
punishment will be ( i.e. fa ll) on you"" 

Despite the Emperor's warn ing, the proclamation remained only in print and the destruction of 

wi ld animals continued unabated 2 5 

"lbid,p .248. 
" Ibid, p. 24 8; John Alkir, 1'.20. 
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The Itali an in vas ion of Ethiopia had a negat ive consequence on the wildl ife reso urc es of the 

coun try. During the occupation period ( 1936-1 94 I), various wil dlife areas were dest rucrcd 26 

The loss of wild li fe at an alarm ing rate continued during the post-liberation period. Therefore, 

Hail e Selassie's regi me sought to protect the fauna of the country from unrestri cted human 

interference. The government especially gave attention to the conservation of rare and 

endangered species in an attempt to save them from van ish ing and also to generate income from 

the tourism industry wh ich was expected to su pport the national economy27 

Therefore, to mitigate the destruction of rare w ildl ife spec ies, the regime promulgated a liew 

legislation in 1944. Part of the proclamation which came out in the Negarit Gazeta staled : 

"No one shall hunt, poacher, photographing wild animals withollt the legal 

permission a/the Minisliy 0/ Agriculture. Any regulations shall not be 

applicable unless the order a/the Emperor, there/ore would not be declared 

ill the Negarit Gazeta. However a person who asks to hllnt, poacher and photographing, 

26 Yinned Dctllckc,p.26. 
27Wolldcson !-Iailu," \Vildl ire Conservation and Utilization in Ethiopia" (8 A Thesis in Geography Department, 

A.A Universily, 1984), p.IS. 
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a copy of this regulation wOllld be given 10 him.,,2S 

The intention of the regulation was to end the further destruction of wild animals within the country 

and thereby regu late the wild life resources in sustainable way29 

In order to oversee the regul ation, the regime estab lished the Department of L icenses in the same 

year. The main duty of the Department was issu ing licenses and contro lling illega l hunting of 

wildl ife at th e nationalleve l3o 

Foreign invol vement in wild life co nservation in Ethiopia began in the early 1960s. In 1962 the 

Eth iopian government requested UNESCO (The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization) to carry out an extensive survey of wil d life resources in Ethiop ia and to 

forward recommendations about th e establi shment of nationa l parks. Shortage of tra ined man 

power and limited finan c ia l resources were the factors that forced the coun try to seek help from 

UNESCO. The Ethiopian personnel who represented the country at the UNESCO General 

Conference held in Pari s in 1962 expressed this idea during the conference31 As a resu lt, 

UNESCO agents led by Sir Julian Huxley came to Ethiopia in 1963 and vis ited the co untry 's · 

wildlife resources . Hux ley noted that Eth iop ian 's geographica l posit ion and topographica l 

features has enab led it to possess a great variety of fauna and flora species and that it should be 

the major duty of the government to protec t these from fast decline and preserve them for the 

benefit of future generations.32 

28 Ye dllr Arawifen SelmetebekeYewefa Awaj ( Genbol 21, 1936), Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authority 
Library, Folder No. WWC/ II , File No. Ln. 

29 Ibid. 
JOBoshera Jerbo, pp.13 -14 . 
31 lbicl,pp.13- 14; John Atk ir,p.20. 
32 Report by J. H. I310wer to Wild life Conservation Board, (25 May, J 967), Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation 

Author ity Librory, Folder No. Blower 4. EWCO.S, File NO,KlI , 1' .1. 
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In 1964/65 L.H.Brown and l.R Grimwood, two UNESCO agents, made extensive survey of the 

wi ldlife resources of the country and accordingly prepared a three years development plan for the 

establishment of parks in the country and presented this to the Et)1peror for approval. The plan 

envisaged implementation in two phases. The first phase of the plan envisaged the establishment 

of the Semien, Awash and Omo National parks. The impetus for the establishment of the Semien 

Nationa l Park was the destruction of Walia Ibex (Capra walia) which is endemic to Ethiop ia. 

The expansion of commercial farms in the lower Awash V~l1ey ancl infiltration by the 

surrounding pastora list groups to the territory of the park ancl the subsequent decline of wildlife 

were major factors behind the proposal to establish the Awash National Park. The Omo valley ' 

was rich in wilcl life but was yet not well known. Brown and Grimwood, believed that these 

wildlife resources needed protection for the future]) 

The estab lishment of national Park in the Bale Mountains was part of the second phase of the 

plan. The impetus for its establish ment was primarily to save the few numbers of Mount Nyala 

that ex ists in the area. The second phase of the plan also included the creation of a park or game 

reserve around the Baro River which was notable for its Wild Ass species. Another component 

of the second phase of the plan was the inauguration of sanctuaries or game reserves in the Rift 

Valley Lakes for their bird and aquatic animals. The plan was approved by the Emperor in 

The first step in translating the above proposal into a reality was taken by the government with 

the establi shment of the Wi ldl ife Conservation Department (WCD) in 1965. The Department 

was put within the Forest Department. The recruitment of some capable individuals was carried 

33 Report by J.H. Blower to Wi Icllifc Conservation Bonrd, (25 May, 1967),Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation 
Authority Library , Fo lde r No . Blower 4. EWeO.5, File No,KJI, pp.I-4; Boshera Jerbo, pp .13-14; G.H.H. Brown," 
The Conservation Situation in Ethiopia" in Biological COl/servation, Val.2.No.4; J lily, 1970,1' .295. 

J4 Ibid, 1'.295. 

14 



out and al so areas which have outstanding natura l beauty were identified by the government 

immediate ly.35 The WCD was initial ly led by Ala Berhanu Tessema. In September 1965 J.H. 

Blower was appo inted as Sen ior Game Warden. In the same year Ala Birhanu was rep laced by . 

Major Gizaw Ged legiorgis as head of th e WCD 36 

The Department had th e objective of preserving the rare and el.ldangered wild animals o'om 

complete extinction; conserving the wi ldli fe resources of the country and pass ing these to the 

coming generation. Furthermore, it so ught to improve the conditions of wildlife and create an . 

opportuni ty fo r generating income from the tourism industry. 37 

However, this early attempt at regulating the use of wi ldlife was unsuccess ful because of limited 

staff and funds available to the Department. In add ition to this, poor transportation system and 

lack of awareness about the government's conservat io n act ivit ies and its importance by the 

peop le extremely weakened the Department's effort to protect wildlife . Moreover, the scattered 

existence o f the wildli fe had a profound effect on the conservation ·efforts of the Department. For 

instance, buffalo had disappeared by human act ivity fi'om the centra l parts of the country. 

Elephants in the Awash area were wipe out. The northern Walia Ibex also was und er pressure 

and its number declined to a great extent. The number of Mount Nyala in Bale Mountains had 

also dec lined because of human activit ies. Therefore, Ethiopia remained far beyo nd neighboring 

African countries with regard s to the conservation of its wildlife resources . Even worse, the 

Department had financial difficu lty. The wardens and staffs of the park did not rece ive their 

35 Ministry of Agriculture Wildlife Conservation Organization: A Development for W ildl ife Conservation in 
Ethiopia (A.A, 1985), p. 2; John H . Blower's Out line proposals for future extension, (6 May, 1968), Ethiopian 
Wildti fe Conservation Authority Library Folder No. Blower 4.EWC0.5, File No.Kl3, p. I ; John Atkir, p.20. 

36 Report by J.H. Blower to Wildlife Conservation Board , (25 May, 1967), Ethiopian \Vildlifc Conservation 
Authority Library, Folder No. Blower 4. EWCO.S, File No,KII, p.l. 

17 G.H .H. Brown, p.293. 
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salary on time and hence fail ed to carry out their job effectively. Supplies of equip ment were 

inadequately provided by th e Department. The absence of fac ili ties particularl y housin g, medical 

serv ices and clean water in the conservat ion areas made the newly appointed game guards to stay 

at the headquarters of the Department in Addi s Ababa rather than in thei r work places. Thus, the 

game guards lacked commi tment to serve the government in under such di ffi cul t cond itions3 8 

The foundation of national parks and reserve areas for the purpose of conservin g the count" y's 

fauna and fl ora is a recent development in Eth iopian hi story. In spite o f thi s delay, the country 

was abl e to create around nine nati onal parks and many game reserves beginning from the late 

I 960s. The establi shment of national parks across the count ry took into cons ideration so me 

major issues. These inc luded, conserving some unique and impressive env ironment, protecting 

rapid ly dec lining endemi c wildli fe species and promoting touri sm industry in Eth iop ia . 

Accordi ngly the national parks of Awash and Omo were estab lished at in 1966.Thi s early 

development was followed by the inauguration of other nationa l parks such as Semien( 1969), 

Mago (1970) and Bale Mountains (1 970) one after another39 

In 1970 the Hail e Selass ie government passed an order to establish the Wildli fe Conservation 

Organization (WCO) in an attempt to regu late effective ly the wildl ife reso urces o f the country. 

Accordin gly, the organization was established as autonomous body in the same year. The . 

principal purpose o f the organization was to ensu re the proper conservation and management o f 

wildl ife resources and thereby fac ili tated the establ ishment of nat iona l parks with in the country. 

38 A letter from Buckingham Palace to Ministry of Agricu ltufc.(31 March, 1969) 1 Eth iopia National archi ve and 
Library Agency, Gibi Millisler, Folder No.I -2-62- IO, fi le No. 12.1.12.7; O.H .H. Brown,p.293. 

39 Wondcsen. p.23. 
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It also had the mandate of admini steri ng this conservation areas and enforcement of any 

legis lation or regulat ion issued in rega rd to conservation ofwi ldlife4o 

Two years afte r its estab lishment, a new wildl ife regulation was issued by the M inistry of 

Agricu lture at the recommendation of the Wildli fe Conservation Organization. 4l The 1972 ' 

regulation replaced the 1944 regulation on wild li fe resources. The new regulation was broad and 

different from the previous one in man y ways. Under this regu latiqn , the WCO had the authority 

of give hunting license and collect fees. In the previous regulation thi s power was ass igned to the 

Mini stry of Agriculture. To obtain license for hunting, a person had to submit hi s app li cation to 

the organization. A person who had license of hunting has to hold a Game register in the form 

prescribed by the WCO. A Game register form he lps to li st the type of wild an imals a person 

would hunt. The regulation prohibi ted grazing cattle, human intrusion and ex ploitation of natural 

resources within the national parks. It also forbade people from li ving temporary or resid ing in . 

the park territory unl ess the WCO' s manager granted a written permission. The prohibition of 

export of ga me animal s was a lso stated in the regulation. A year later a regu lation on the 

adm ini strat ive structure of the WCO prepared 42 

The government also passed another proclamation in 1974 to strengthen the power of .the 

Wildlife Conservation Organization. Although the government made such success ive reforms, 

the destruction of wil dlife did not di e out due to the weak implementation of the laws and 

limited bud get of the Wi ldlife Conservat ion Department43 

40 Negarli Gaze/a, 1970,30 year No.4, issued on the 5 November, pp.30-32. 
41 8 0shera Jerbo, pp.13-14. 
42Negarl i Gaze/a, 1972, 3 151 year No.7, issued on the 19th September, pp.35-37; A Ictter from Ye Dur Arawil 

AstedaderTibeka to Ethiopia Negllse Negesl Mel/gist Ye Seraregl1G Mas/edae/eria mImI/Bet, ( /-lidor 5,1965 E.C), 
Ethiopian Nat ional Archi ve and Library Agency, Ye Sivile Servis Mezagebet. Folder No.81.71.4 , File NO JlU 55/31 ( 
See Append ix 1) 

4) l1-1. l3Iower Report to Wildlife Conserva tion Doard, (4Jll ll , 1974), Folder No. Blower 4. EWCO.5, File 
No,Kl4p.1. 
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Chapter Two 

2. The foundation and early history of the BMNP up to 1974 

2.1 Histol'ical backgrollnd to the Bale MOllntains 

Early 20'h centu ry literature on the Bale Mountains region indicates that the area was 'not 

permanently sett led by humans. A few European travelers and ex plorers, who arrived during th is 

period , have left us testimonies about th e social and natura l landsca pe of the area. The German 

natura list and exp lorer Carlo Von Erlanger was the first European to visit the mountains of Bale 

between 1899 and 1901. Erlanger was the first to describe wi th some detail the g iant mole'l'a t 

(Tachyolycies lvfacrocephalus) that is common in the region .] 

At the beginning of 190 1, a Frenchman ca ll ed vi scompte du Bourg de Bozas vis ited the Bale 

massif and described the ex istence of big game such as elepha nts and buffalo in the southern 

sections of the mountains. During his stay in Goba, he participated in an elephant hunting 

expedtion in the mountains. However, de Bozas was not ab le to penetrate deep in to the 

mountains because of the rugged nature of the landscape and heavy rain at the time. The 

elephants that de Bozas described would di sappea r from the area over the next decades beeau'se . 

of the increase in human activities near and ins ide the park before the inauguration of the park. 2 

The di sappearance of these big game animals was confirmed by a Finish born man cal led Helmer 

Smeds during hi s visit to the area in 1959. Smeds was able to visit Goba and the small village of 

Rira and the Delo Mena areas. He stated that elephants disappeared from the Harenna forest . 

mainl y because of human activity. He a lso witnessed at the time the ex istence of some sniall 

dispersed huts and honey collectors in what wou ld be the future territory of the park. Part of the 

J Jesse C. Hillman, A Mmmgement Plan Manual, p.9; Stuart Williams, 1'.4; Eliza Richman and Biniyam Admasll 
(ed5.),p.20. 

2 Jesse C. Hillman, Management plan Manual, p.S;lbid, p.20. 
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Bale Moun tains, th e Snnelli plateau was not comp letely seltl ed by humans. However, seasonal 

mi gration to the area was occasionall y observed particu larl y during the dry season3 Th is was 

because the Bale Mountains are/were endowed with many mineral springs , locally known as 

hora, wh ich were used by the local people to nourish their cattle. During their stay in the area, 

the migra nts buil t temporary huts for the purpose of looking after their cattl e. The pastoralists . 

stayed in the area un ti l the arri va l of the rainy season when they moved out elsewhere. The 

herders beli eved th at the rain that comes after the long dry season would harm the hea lth of their 

cattle. Moreover, they had permanent houses and plots of farm land in Rira, the place where they 

mi gra ted from4 

Another foreign trave ler who o ffered a desc ription of the Bale Mountains in the late 1950s was a 

Briti sh man called Herbert Mooney. A botanist, Mooney had .left record of the landscape, 

vegetation types and human activiti es in the Sanetti, Rira and Delio areas durin g the time of hi s 

visit in 1958/59. Mooney stated lllat Ihe village of Rira was a destination point for some 

merchants who came from Goba to se ll items li ke flour and sa lt. The traders then bought loca ll y 

produced honey. Honey collectors were also sometimes observed .in Harenna fo rest, on the way 

to De ll o( Meslo) . Hence, the forest served as a so urce of income for the people who li ved in its 

d· 5 surroun mg. 

Two decades before the establishment of th e park in the Bale Mountains, the vast lan d located 

north of present day Dinsho Wareda i.e Gasuaray, Adelay and Gaysay was owned by Balabats( 

land lords) and B"l'qas( an interm ediate official between land lord and vill age chief). Since the 

area was not suitab le for crop product ion, the owners used the land for graz ing the ir livestock. 

1 Stuart Williams, p. 5. 
<llbid. p.S ; Inrormants: AID Santimi Mohammed and AID Marshelo Timo. 
5 Herbert Mooney nnd others, p. 140; Jesse C. Hil lman, A Management Plan Ma nual, p. 9; Eliza Richman and 

l3iniyam Admasu (cds.), PI' . 20-21. 
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Despite its infe rt ili ty, however, the owners of the land were expected to pay high land tax to th e 

government. In the late 1950s, they appealed to the emperor that their land revelt to the control 

of the government. Consequently, the emperor took away the land and gave it on a contract basis 

to a Belgian investor called B.N.Weerts in 1965 6 

Weerts leased the land for ra ising sheep. The concession area was nearly 1000 gashas (400 

hectares) and covered parts of the present park area includ ing Gas uaray, Adelay and Gaysay. 

Weerts brought many sheep from Belgi um and launched the project soon after receivi ng the 

land. The government, on its part, expelled a ll the residents who were found near the project 

[rom their farm lands . Moreover, it a lso prohibited human infringement in the area. The land was 

fenced to give the intended service as the investor planned.' 

But Weerts' project fai led to achieve hi s goa l. Many sheep di ed abruptly due to the very co ld 

climate of th e area. Weerts a lso bought domestic sheep and catt le and tri ed to rai se these by 

taking additio nal contract land from the government in the area whi ch at present hosts the park's 

lodge. But hi s attempt remained fru itless . The remaining few sheep were taken to Sinana area for 

further rais ing by Mr. Martin a man who arri ved in the area few months befo re Weerts left. Mr. 

Martin was able to provide sheep to the market of Robe for a few years. s 

Much more enduring than Weerts 's sheep rai sing scheme was his ro le in the development of a 

park in the reg ion. During his stay in the area, Weerts observed a group of Mount Nya las withi n 

his concess ion land at a place ca ll ed Bid iru, near present day Gojera Kebele. He was impressed 

by the scenic landscape of the area and the ex istence of thi s species in the area. He reported th is 

6 lnronnnnts; AIO Am<ln Mame, Ala Ale Batu and Alo Haji Ebu. 
7 Ibid; Jesse C. Hillman, A Management Plan Manual,p.9. 
8 Info rmants; AIO Santimi Mohammed, AID Aman Mamc ,mel Ala Abubckcr Nlirc (These informanLs could nQt 

give the rut! name of Mr. Ma rtin)~ Curtis E. Bucr, p.l. 
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to the Emperor before he left the country in 1966. [-[i s repOlt was im portant for the establish m.ent 

of a nati onal park in the Bale Mounta ins9 

Following Weerts 's departure, th e concess ion land remained wi tho ut effective co ntrol and the 

area ex perienced an accelerated rate of human encroachment. The loca l peo ple moved to the area 

in sea rch of good pasture for their cattle. Freq uent grazing by cattle ex posed the land and mad'e it 

vulnerabl e to the erosion o f th e top so il. I-rence, the natural habitat was ex trem ely affected 

because of uncontrolled grazing before the inauguration of the park. '0 

When a park was proposed in 1969 in the Bale Massifs, onl y a few permanent sett lers li ved in . 

the area. The livelihood of the local peop le, who had settled in the Mountains s ince Menel ik II' s 

conq uest of the region, was partia lly dependent on the hunting of wild animals and especia ll y the 

Mountain Nyala, which was hunted for its fl esh, hide and horns ." This ea rly human threat 

a ffected one of the endangered species, the Mount Nya la. With the exce ption of th e Gaysay area 

in the north , where it got protection s in ce it was part of Weerts' sphere, Mo unt Nyala was fo rced 

to migrate to remote areas with in and out of the proposed park boundary. Therefore it became 

difficult to see th is end emi c mammal in the nea rby territory. '2 

The illegal hunting aga inst Mountain Nyala around Gebre Gurach was also w itnessed by local 

offi cials who were appointed to demarcate the Weelts concession at the beginn ing of 1965 . A 

group of young male and fema le Mount Nyala near Kona Dera .were killed by hunters at the 

same period. Because of these ill ega l activities, large numbers of mount Nya la retreated from 

open fi eld. On Ihe eve of the creation o f the park, their numbers had begun to dec li ne rapidl y 

' Ibid. I. 
LO John Alki r and others (eds.), 1'.25; Deborah Randall and others (cds.), 1'1'.197-198 . 
II Stuart Williams,p.6 . 
12 Clirlis E.l3ue .. , 1'1'. 13-14. 
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because of th e absence of appropriate protection and legal frame ,York. 13 Therefore, the impetus 

for the creat ion of National Park in the Bale Mountains was the ex istence of rare and endemic 

wild animals like Mount Nya la and Red Fox and to save them from complete di sappearance. 14 

Another se rious cha ll enge for the natural habitat of the Bale Mountains in genera l and the areas 

proposed for the future park in particular was recurrent outbreak of wi ld fire. The loca l people 

particularly the herdsmen, harmed the fl ora and fa una of the massif. The trespass of the 

herdsmen negative ly affected the top so il wh ich is made of bare rocks, the remains of animals 

and plants as well as rich vari eties of minerals. The fresh grass fo llowing the rainy season was 

reason for clea ring the forest. At the beginning, the top so il was not vu lnerable to running water, 

excessive sun li ght and wi nd. However, once the herdsmen fired the forest , the area was 

destroyed by the ravages of running water and wind. 15 

Before the estab li shment of the park in 1970, the local residents of the Bale Mounta ins were also 

involved in cutting trees in the area. The demand for firewood and charcoal was so high thal 

indigenous trces such as huge junipers were cleared out; others were used for construction and 

other purposes. This was particula rl y C0111 mon in the forest which is found near Adaba area. The 

giant heath tree spec ies around Goba was also heavi ly affected because it was the preferred tree 

for charcoa l making. Around Dinsho area a thick juniper forest along the main road was cleared 

by the loca l goveJ'11 ment officia ls' on the occasion of emperor visit in 1970. 16 

"lbid,p.14. 
"'Bale zone Cultural and Tourism Office " l3ale Mountains Nat ional Park Scenically splendors but on the verge 

of di sappearance" (Robe, 2003), pp.2; Ministry of Agri cu lture Planning Commi tt ee (Addis Ababa, 1967), p. 4. 
15 Curtis E. Buer, p.15. 
16/bid,p. 15; Fikadu Garcdcw, A Report 0 11 the lion attack on li ve stocks in the j-Iarenna Forest and ils reason 

(Oale, nd) ,p.6;A leller rrom Zegeye GizaeheIV to Major Jeneral Jagama Kelo, ( Halllie 2,1962 E.C),Goba lVoreda 
Environmental <111(\ Forest Conservation Bureau, Folder No. mIl22/S, Fi le No. I 3906/4S.( Sec Appendix II ) 
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2.2 The foundation and development of the park 

The early vis it to the Bale Mountains by European explorers was followed by successive survey 

of its wild li fe resources by foreign experts. For instance, several scholars were employed in thi s 

fru itful activity under the auspices of the United Nation s Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 

Organ ization (UNESCO). One of these UNESCO agents was a British naturalist named Dr. 

Leslie Brown, who advised the Ethiopian government in the area of wildlife conservation and 

national park development. Dr. Brown arrived in the Bale Mountains at the beginning of 1958. 

Dr. Brown admired the impress ive natural habitat of the mountains and recogni zed th e potential 

the area has for touri sm promoti on in the future. He therefore proposed nearly IOOOkm2 of land 

to be set as ide in the area wh ich beca me the basis for the future development of the park.1 7 In 

1963 Brown returned to Eth iopia and made successive trips to the Bale Mountains. UNESCO 

soon publiShed Brown's recom mendation on the necess ity o f establ ishi ng a na tiona l park in the 

Ra le Mountains for its rich wildl ife resources on the UNESCO report entitl ed "Conservation 01· 

Nature and Natura l Reso urces in Ethiop ia" .18 

In 1966 Brown was funded by the Nat ional Geographic·World Wi ldlife to exp lore the Bale 

mass if. Accordingl y, he stayed in the mountains for one month and studi ed the statu s of Mounl 

Nyala. Brown identifi ed the habitat zones and the varieties of Nya la in the area and sketched 

them on a map. In the same year, the Nat iona l Geograph y pub li shed Brown ' s work . The 

magazine al so gave consideration to his work on the mountain Nyala in 1969. Hi s 

recommendation was fo llowed up by John Blower at the time to the Wild life Conservation 

Organization of Ethiopia, who made addi tional extensive survey together with member of Peace 

17 Curti s E. Oller, p.l. 
IS/bid,p.l; Ministry of Agricu lture Planning Commiltee: Third Fi ve Y ear Development Plan, National parks and Wildlife Conservalion( Addis Ababa, 1967),p . 4. 
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Co rps volu nteers like Curti s Buer, D.L Go lob itsh, R .G Wa lterm ire and Lil yestrom. At the end of 

1969 the boundary of the proposed park was demarcated by Ata Tezera Beyene, Grazmach . 

Kasim Bilu and Grazll1C1ch Husen Bilu who were selected from Dinsho vill age. This was' an 

. . I . f I k 19 Important step 111 t le creatIOn 0 t le par . 

At the end of 1969, Blower and two fo rmer Peace Corps volunteers, C. Buer and D.L Golobitsh, 

relUrned to the Bale Mou ntains to gather va luable information. Their mission laid an important 

basis for the inception of the park. The members of the miss ion lived in Mr. Weerts former house 

and worked with Ala Tura Beyene who was appointed by the Wi ldli fe Conservation Department 

to assess and control the interference of the local peop le in the former concession land . The 

ecological survey carried out by these men was submitted to the Wi ldlife Conservation ' 

Depa rtment in Decem ber 1970. The report included usefu l information about the proposed park 

ancl its ecology, which were co llected during the time of their survey. All the former concession 

lands of Mr. Weerts were included in the proposed park by making hi s previous houses as 

headquarter. 20 

At the end of 1969, the ini tial boundary of the park was first recommend by Mr. John Blower 

and his comrade Mr.Curtis, who was a Peace Corps Volunteer. Then, the park 's territory which 

covers nearly 2000km' was the identified and demarcated in 1969. The demarcat ion was 

foll owed by the prohi bition of all kinds of human activities within the park that adversely affect 

the natural habitat of the Bale Mounta ins. These inc luded cutt ing down trees, hun ting and 

grazing li vestock and fir ing grass withi n the park territory.'1 

19 Jesse C. Hillman, l3ale Mountains Nat iona l Park: Manngcl11enl Plan, p.9. 
20 Curtis E. Buer, p. l ; Slua rt Williams, pp.5-6. 
21 ibid,p. J 5. 
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To init iate the project associated with the establi shm ent of the park, money was requ ired. 

Therefore, in 1969 the central government allocated 60,850 birr that was deposited in the 

Com mercial Bank branch at Goba under the withdrawa l capac ity of the park's warden called 

Curt is Suer. The mo ney was used to buy construction materials and fuel for vehicle . 

ma intenance, payment for wages and laborers, purchase of too ls, and other suppli cs. But the fund 

was not re leased to the park immed iately. The senior ga me warden John H. Blower reported the 

delay of rel ease of funds and presence of shifta( bandi ts) in the province to the Emperor. These 

two problems acted as a hurd le in beginning the ea rly projects activ it ies of the park. 22 

During the first yea r of the park 's establishment, some infrastructures were built by the 

govern ment. To vis it the natural habitat found withi n the Bal,e Mounta ins effectively, th e 

construction of roads and hous ing was essenti aL Nearly 14 kms of road was constructed from 

Dinsho vi llage to the park office at the end of 1969. To exchange in formation between the 

Centra l Wild life Department and the park, a radio was install ed. Apart from the park's 

headq uarters, a few guard houses were also built with in the park,2J 

As a part of the early development of the park, housing fo r various acti viti es was needed. To 

so lve the problem, the Weerts house which was init ially constructed at Dinsho was turned in to 

the main office of the pa rk and accommodation for visitors. It also gave services for the staff of 

the park24 

The work of the game gua rd posts planned to be constructed on the outsk irts of the proposed 

areas of the park, Areas such as Leyencha, Gondadoh River Va ll y, Furuna R iver headwaters, 

22 A Report of l l-l. l3Iower to Wildli fe Conserva tion Board, (9 M ay. 1969), Ethi opian Wildlire Conservat ion 
Authority Librory, Fo lder No. BlolYer 4. EWCO.5, File No,Kfl, 

23 Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Wild life Conserva tion and Development Department: A Development 
Plan ror Wi ldl ire Conserva tion (Addis Ababa, 1972),1'1'.62-63. 

"lbid,p.16. 
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Germba Ri ver Va ll y, Gerba Guracha and Worgona were selected as posts fo r the guards. 

Patro lli ng was made based on rotation basis. Once in a week, the game guards pat roll ed the park , 

territory. To this end, the prev ious Weerts large sheep house was reserved for Game Scouts and 

the small er one was divided into small sized rooms for other services25 

Following th e inauguration of the park in 1970, the need for additional shelter for the person nel 

became urgent. The Department therefore built addi tional houses for accommodation of the park 

workers. The Weerts house was therefore converted in to lodge. The lodge contained around 20 

sleeping beds for touri sts, a fire place wh ich was enclosed by a sitting room, the main o ffice of 

the park and a store. One separate room was reserved for a museum. The lodge was located at an 

idea l site and o ffe red views of the Web Basi n as far as the Gaysay esca rpment, a grassland area 

that was frequented by crowds mount Nya la26 

To manage each activity, the Wildlife Conservation Organ izatioil had to employ gua rds with 

su ffi cienr knowledge about the natural habi tats. The guards were expected to speak Amharic and 

Afan Oromo languages. The former Weerts residence was selected to be the guard's quarters. 

On the other hand the chosen wardens had to recruit particularly from the local peop le who were 

fam ili ar with the tradition of vic inity. In addition to thi s, these recrui ted people had the duty of 

guarding the ga me areas in the territory of the park. Any violation of the park 's territo ry was 

dealt by the loca l prosecutors and other responsi ble authorities. 27 

The Five Years Development Program was planned from 1969 and to be completed within five 

years. Seeking so lution fo r transportation prob lem ofthe park was a part of the plan. For the sake 

" lbid.p. 16. . 
2f1 Jesse C. I-liB man, A Molllagcmcnt Plan Manual, p.9; Jesse C. Hillman, I3ale Mountain Nationa l Park: Na tional 

Park Lodge destroyed by lire (Bale, 1984), p.l. 
27 Curt is E. l3ucr, p.16. 
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of safe and easy move ment of vis itors and park workers, in the territory of the park, pack animal s 

main ly horses were necessary. To support the tradit iona l transportation by motor and vehicles 

two truck had to ava ilab le, one fo r transporting materi als from the park 's headq uarters to the 

territories o f th e park. In the early pe riod of the park establishment there was lack of w~ter 

source wh ich in turn affected the progress of park development. Therefore transporting watcr by 

using heavy truck to the guards' stat ion was mandatory. The other vehicle was requ ired fo r 

inspectin g the park biodiversity from human and other threats. To reso lve the transportation 

problem 245,000 birr was required. A tota l of 66,500 Ethi op ian birr had to require for the 

construction o f roads, bridges and tracks within the terr itory of the park. Since the topograph y of 

the Bale Mountains cons isted ups and downs it needed capita l tQ dep loy construction of these 

infrastructures . For instance 50kms road that connects Dinsho vi llage to Mt. Tu lu in the Sanetti 

plateau needed. Other long and sma ll km of roads planned to be co mpleted within the Five Year 

Development Progra m. These roads cover around 42kms. 28 

The estab li sh ment o f small posts for the recruited guards was also necess31y. Along the borders 

of the park terri tory, seven add itiona l game guard posts were needed. The co nstru ction cost was 

estimated 270,000 birr. These guard stations were planned to be established in strategic locat ion 

so that the guards cou ld watch things from a di stance within the park territory. The place where 

these outposts were intended to be estab lished were Di nsho, Mt.Gayasy, Darkena, Web area, 

en trance gatc of the park, Tonoshame and Sanatt i. Th irty two guards were needed for these 

outposts 29 With regards to bu ild ing within th e park nearl y 74,000 birr was necessary. It inc luded 

:?SJcssc C. Hillman, A Management Plan Manual, pp.66·68. 
29Jbid.p.65. 
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hous ing for a deputy clistod ian of the park and two drivers as we ll as two independent guards for 

the museum and sto re. 30 

The museum of the park had to properly manage and held di fferent species of fauna and floras as 

well as rel ics render valuable information for those tourists who could not travel throughout the 

park territory. Another necessary thing for the Park was health center in the nearby Dinsho . 

vi llage. At the end o f the development program the number of park workers was ex pected to 

reach 64. Therefore at Dinsho one cli nic was necessary to fo ll ow the health status of the park 

sta ffs. For the rea li zation of these infrastructures a total of 42,000 birr needed. 3] 

Another component of the Five Years Development Program was demarcating park territory 

from that of the land used by the surrounding people. Beacons had to be erected to clearly 

identify the newly established park territory from the surrounding farm land s. To put up beacons 

in the territory of the park , investigation about the pa rk's land has to be made ini tially and this 

required up to 7000 Ethiopian birr. The Development Program also included the building o f ' 

embankments to produce more fish from the big rivers. Embankment enabled the water to be 

accumulated in the big rivers . Hence a total of 9kms of embankment was intended to be 

constructed on the Danka, Web and Shaya Ri vers. 5500 birr had to be released to fin ish this task. 

These embankments had the advantage of attracting visitors to the park. The Bale Mountains 

National Park was rich in many species of fauna that attract the attention of v isitors in many 

ways . However in most case it was difficu lt to watch different wild anima ls easily. For this 

lOlbid.p.67. 

" /bid,pp.67-68. 

28 



reason surveillance huts to watch wi ld animals were essential. Area like Mt. Gaysay, Dinsho 

escarpment, Darkenna and Adaba hill selected and for its success 4000 birr neededn 

A few months after the park's foundat ion, the first group of touri sts arrived in the area. Touri sts 

came to and vis it the natural environment of the chains of Bale Mountains. This led to shortage 

of rest ing house while they were visi ting. The initial lodging which was estab lished during the 

time o f the park's estab li shment was not adequate. Therefo re, new and better standard of inn had 

to be co nstructed at Dinsho so as to receipt large number ofvis itors33 

The vastness of the Bale Mounta ins and the ir rugged terra in made diffi cu lt patrolling within the 

boundary of the park. Hence it was necessa ry to equip guards with communication media like 

radios and cameras to exchange information w ith the warden of the park and with each other. By 

using portab le radi os, the guards cou ld assess an d gather useful informati on about ill egal hunting 

and other activities relating with the park. 370,000 birr had to be re leased to tiJlfill the materia ls. 

To make effective patrolling and protect themselves from any type of risk, the guards had to hold 

weapon. For this 14,100 birr required 3 4 

Anot her area of the development program was resolvi ng the prob lem of transportation. The 

demand for transportation especial ly by pack an ima ls increased with the now of tour ists to the 

park. Horses and mules were greatly needed to cross the park terri tory since transportation using 

track was pa rti all y impossib le in the chains of mountains. Around 6000 birr requ ired to buy these 

J20 cker W. Yalden, "Twenty-five years ornatiana! history collec ting in Ethiopia-a personal re view." /Valia 
No. 13 (Journal of the Ethiop ian Wildlife and Natura l Hi story Society, 199 I), p. 20. 

BJessc C. Hill man, A Mnnagcmcnt Plan Manua!,p. 69. 
]'lbid,p.70. 
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pack an ima ls. Tn genera l the amount of money that was needed to run the project cost 788,340 

birr. 35 

Nevertheless the tota l amount of birr re leased to accomp lish the· above all mentioned projects 

under the five years plan was less than the estimated amount. Th is was related to the small 

budget of the Wild li fe Conservation Organization. Within the Five Years Development Plan, the 

tota l expenditure of the park, for bui lding infrastructures was estimated at 335,500 birr. The 

developments of the infrastructures did not take place at once. The.park 's infrastructure was very 

meager at the begi nni ng of 1970 own in g to the minimal a ll ocation of funds. But so me 

infrastructures like acco mmodations in the outpost of Gaysay, vehi cles, buildings, store for park 

eq uipment and different field equipments were gradually fu lfilled 36 

2.3 The reaction of the local people towards the establishment of BMNP 

When a national park was proposed in the Bale Mounta ins in 1969, there were only a few settl ers 

in and adjacent to the former Weerts quarter. These areas were Adlay, Gaysay and Gasuaray. 

Foll owing the establ ishment of the park these settlers were told to leave their farm lands. They 

moved to areas fu rther to the present day headquarters of the park. However, the settl ers rej ected 

the gove rnm ent's order and refu sed to withdraw from their lands. Represented by some elders, 

the settlers appea led their case to the Emperor. However, they did not get positive response from 

the Emperor. The government then took measure to enforce the law. Local police were sent in to 

the above areas to deal with the opposition of the settlers. People who resisted the governm ent 

decis ion were attacked by the pol ice and some were wounded, a few were sent to pri son for a 

few days. The government however, tried to placate the settlers by paying compensation for the 

" Ibid, p. 71. 
36 Ministry of" Agricultural Planning Commi ttee (A .A, (967) , p.np. 
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loss of their lands and to resolve the park situation. Not all of the present day parks' territories 

were included under the park's jurisdiction when the park was proposed in 1969. It was after 

1970 that the park adm inistration made efforts to evacuate the settl ers to out of al l parts of the · 

park areas. These areas were the Sanetti plateau, Kotera, Rira, Delo and Harenna forest. Thi s is 

due to the fact that these areas of the park were found far from the parks' headqu arter and 

difficult for the government to mana ge with the few park workers of the time. Moreover the local 

people li ved in permanent base and they considered the land as their own property. Therefore, it . 

was difficult for th e government to dislodge the settler' s out of these areas at once. 37 

2.4 The park Management 

The Mountains of Bale received better attent ion from the central government after the creation of . 

a national park in the area. To strength the development of the park, staff consisting of four men 

were recruited by the government at the end of 1970. The personnel included a warden and tluee 

scouts . The park was mana ged from Dinsho, which was the headquarters of the park. Since the 

park had only a few staff, it received administrative supp ort in the area of park management from 

the Bale prov ince and D insho administration. Local mi litias were sometimes ordered to patrol 

the park by the provincia l administration in order to control illegal hunting and cattle grazing 

. I' I I ' . 18 w[tlln tle par( s terl'ltory: 

According to informants, from the time of the park's establishment in 1970 to the downfall of the 

Hail e selassie regime in 1974, the enforcement of the conservation laws of the nationa l park was 

not stri ct. However, illegal activities by the local people on the nearby wildlife and plants in 

37 lnfrl11ants: Ala Aman Mamc, A/o Haji Ebu and AID Abllbeker Nurc. 
38 Ministry of Agriculture, Forest and wildlife Conservation and Development Department A Development P~an 

for Wildlife Conservation (Add is Ababa, 1972),1'1'.62-63. 
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genera l and w ithin the territory of the pa rk in particular were s lightly reduced. This seems to 

have been for two reasons. First, fear of pena lty for violat ion of the conservation laws of the state 

was a possible fa ctor in the reduction of trespass ing into the park and the ill egal use of the fauna 

and fl ora of rh e area. In the Gaysay and Gasore areas of the park, th e surrounding settl ers 

res pected the government conservation policy since both were located near the park's 

headquarter. In the remote areas of the park, however, ill ega l human activities like grazing catt le 

commonly happened. Secondly, the Bale Mountains were ma in ly occupied by Oromo people 

who had good knowledge of hunting wild animal s. Thi s tradi tional practice is ca ll ed Dhadhala in 

Afan Oromo and in vo lved hunting in groups and especially clearing out wild an imals fro m the 

nearby territory. By conducting th is type of tradi tional practice, the local people were able to 

protect the ir cattle from li ons, cheetah , hyena and other prey animals. But with the es tabli shment 

of th e nationa l park in the Bale Mountains, group hunting was gradually abandoned. The elders 

in the community met and agreed to stop thi s traditional practice with the establishment of the 

national park in the area. Any person or group who parti c ipated in huntin g of wi ld an imals was 

cri tic ized and if he persisted in this ostracized by the communit y. 39 

From the time of its inception to 1975 , the BMNP was managed by expa triates who were 

empl oyed by the centra l govelllment. Peace Corps members I ike Buer (1969-197 1), Golobi tsh 

197 1, Lilyestrom (1972-1973) and Wa ltermire ( 1973 -1 974) administered the park one after 

anorh er. It was a fter on ly 1973 that Ethiopian personnel were hired as assistant wardens in the 

park. Ala Tesfaye Hundessa served as vice manager of the park in 1973 . Ala Abbaye Tadesse 

was the nex t man who held thi s post from 1973 to 1979. Under his management, the form er a·rea 

of the park which covered 2000km 2 was enl arged with the add ition of 200 km2 of additional 

39 Inforllliln ts: AlO Haji Ebu, AID Ala Oatu and AID Usman Nurc. 

32 



territ ory. The refore, the total a rea o r the park territory covered 2200km2 by 1974. When th e park 

territo ry increased during th is time, some important issues were taken in to consideration . First 

the Forest was not well studied by foreigners in the past except rud imentary records of Helmer 

Smeds and Herbert Mooney. The forest was/is ideal to conduct Further research. Bes ides the area 

was rich in podoca rpus forest and home for different species of fauna and fl ora which needed 

further study or invest igations'O 

2.4 Tourism promotion in the BMNP under the I mperial Regime 

Though Ethiop ia has a huge potential as a center of tourism ow,iing to its varied environment 

and important hi storical s ites, the sector did not develop at the same time throughout the country. 

Historical places such as Gonder, Bahir Dar, Axum, Lalibela an d Dire Dawa attracted tourists 

long before the nationa l parks and sanctuaries. Although the country has huge resources of 

wildlife, the income ga ined from thi s was very small particularl y'before the 1960s. It was after 

thi s period that a reas ri ch in wild life became a dest ination for many touri sts. The national park 

of Awash took the leading place in attracting v isitors because of its closeness to Add is Ababa 

and the presence of a variety o f fa una and fl ora that tourists could not see in other parts of 

Eastern Afri ca." 

Ba le prov ince has a good potential of attracting tourists because of its impress ive hi ghlan ds and 

historica l sites such as the BMN P, Sof Umer cave and Dire Sheikh Hussein and other ri t'ual 

places. However, in the early 1970s, tourism development in the bale M ountais pa rk was very 

weak. Only a few foreign and national touri sts came to the park to visit its rich wildli fe. There 

40 Jesse C. Hillman, Nat ional Park Lodge destroyed by fi rc,p.2; 
Jesse C. Hill ma n, A Manngement Plan Manual , p. 9. 

41 Jesse C. Hil lman, Tourism in the Bale Mou ntain National Park Area: NYZS Research Fellow (Di nsho, 1983), 
p.1. 
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we re so me major problems that hindered the arriva l of tourists from within the country and 

abroad to rhe BMNP at thi s time. First, the fact that a nationa l park had been established in the 

area was not well known s ince the park was not lega ll y gazetteed in the Negaril Gaze/a. Second, 

the park was di sta nt from the capital and the road to it was poorly ma intained and was not 

suitable for long voyage . Finally, the park lacked enough resting houses for visit ors in the early 

I 970s .T hese problems set back the deve lopment of tourism in the park.42 Things began to change 

as of 1972-1 973 . Between these two years, 700 rouri sts on average visited the national park. The 

area was largely visited by foreigners who had li ved and worked for long time in th e country, 

Eth iopians and a sma ll number of global tourists. The numbers of domestic v isitors were very 

sma ll and was on average up to 18% co mpared with foreigners who represented the remaining 

percentage. Thi s was due to the fact that the shortage fllel and the unsui table road made their 

journey difficult to th e province of Bal e. Moreover, nationa l visi tors lacked awareness and the 

tradition of vis iting the parks and conservation areas of the country. By the end of the imperial 

period , the number of touri sts who v is it the BMN P was clearly on the rise.'3 

42 Jesse C. Hillman, A Ma nagement Plan Manual, p.22 1; Martha and Paul Henze, Tourism in Ethiopia: 
Observa tions and RecollllTlendations, A report (1984), p.IO; Jesse C. Hillman, A M anagement Plan MaIHJH1, p.221. 

"lbid,pp.221-222. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

3. BMNP und er the Sociali st Regime (1975-1991) 

3.1 Socia li sm a nd E arly W ildlife Co nservation Activi t ies 

The Ethiopian Revolution, wh ich spo ntaneous ly erupted in February 1974, was a resu lt of the 

cumulative grievances that various sectors of the soc iety had accumulated over a long period of 

tim e.IAfter the Delg or Provi s ional Military Administrat ive Council (PMA C) seized po liti ca l 

power by overth rowing the imperial reg ime, the governm ent dec lared "Eth iopian Socia li sm" to . 

be its guiding phi losophy. Following that the PMAC introduced a number of radical reforms 

such as nationalization of land, the abolishing of private land ownership, and national ization of 

all urban land and extra houses. These reforms were intended to please the majority of Ethiopian 

people who were exp loited during th e imperial period. 2 

ln 1978 the Derg exte nded its reforms to the co nservation of wildlife resources. It sought to 

reform the sector though different legislative and organizationa l initiati ves . One of the first laws 

on this secto r was the Proc lamation fo r Wildlife Conservati on which was passed in 1978. The 

proclamation stated that " Wildlife have the ri ght to ex ist and our wi ldlife resources are a nati onal 

heritage to be conserved and deve loped for the continued benefits of the present generation and 

the generations to come.,,3 Under this proclamation, the Wi ldlife Conservation Organization 

(WCO) put within the Mini stry of Agricu lture. A ll its admin istrative, financial and other issues 

were run by the WCO itse lf. The proclamation al so stated the increment o f WCO's budget. But 

Il3ahru Zcwclc, A HistOIJI of Modern Ethiopia /855-1 991 ( Addis Ababa: James Currey, Ohio Uni versity Press, 
Addis Ababa University Press , 199 1) ,p.229;Paui B. Henze, Layers a/Tillie: A HiS/DIy of Elhiopia( London: Hurst 
<lnd Company,2000),pJOO; John Markakis and Ncga Aycle,Class and Rella/lilian in Elhiopia( Trcnto, New Jersey: 
The Red Sea Press, t 986),1'1'. t 27· t 28. 

2I3ahru Zcwdc, p.240. 
) M inistry oragricu lturc, Forest and wildl ife Conservation and DcvclopmcnI Authority, (F<lWCaDA), 11 

proclamation plan for wildlife conservation (A.A, 1978), p.2 I 8. 
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si nce 1980 the structure of WCO was studi ed by the government auth orities for th e sake of 

modificat ion. Accord ingly, in 1980 the Derg passed a Forest and Wildli fe Conservation 

I . 4 
proc 31113tlon. 

The Derg's 1980 proc lamation on Fo rest and Wi Idli fe Co'nservation demonstrated the 

government' s comm itmen t to the conservation o f the cou ntry' s wi ld life reso urces. The 

proclamation noted that the forests and wil dl ife o f the country have rapidl y declined under the 

imperial regime. It ascribed the dec line of forests and wi ldlife to lack of appropriate protection 

given by the imperia l government. ' It claimed that forests were ex ploited for the benefit of the 

aristocracy and the nobi li ty an d in co nsequence the country's wildlife have been exposed to the 

danger o f extinc ti on. Even worse, the o ld regi me ' s ruling class participated in the hunt ing of wild 

animals since killing such big ga me was taken as a source of prestige. A man who fail ed to hun t 

wil d beast did not get prestige in the palace and within the commun ity. Thi s co ntr ibuted to the 

decimati on ofw ild li fe .6 

To reverse wha t it saw to be a d isastrous situation, the Derg dec ided to mobilize the mass of the 

Ethio pian peop le in co nservation acti vities. To oversee the implementat ion of the above 

, 
me ntioned obj ecti ves, the regime proc laimed the estab li shment of an orga nizati on called the 

Forest and Wild life Conservat ion an d D eve lopment Authority in 1980. The headquarters of the 

organiza tion was at Addis Aba ba and sub branches were estab lished at reg ional levels. 7 

4 Mcmo,( Ne/wse 30, 1972 E.C), Ethiopinn Nntional Archive and Library Agcncy, Ye siv;/ servies mezage hele, 
Folder No.S . I.73.7, File No.17 , pp.I -2.( See Appendix Iv) ; A lctter from Bale Prov ince Ministry or Agricu lture to 
Wildli fe Orrice of Oalc Province, ( Hallile 18, 1971 E.C), Goba Woredo Environmenta l and Forest Conservation 
Bureau, Fo tder No. 43, File No. i\64/472.( See Appendix V) 

SNegarti Gazeta, 1980, 39th year No.17, issued on the 5
th 

September, p.133. 
6 Mahalcmc silasc Wa lde Meske!, p.346. 
7 Negorti GOleta, 1980, 39th year No.1 7, issued on the 5" September, p.133. 
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All the duties and properties o f th e former W ildli fe Conservation Organ ization were transferred 

to the newly estab lished organ ization within the Ministry of Agri culture. The organization had 

the primary objective o f safeguarding, protecting and effective ly ut il izing the co untry's fauna 

and fl ora resources. The organi zation was also entrusted with the task o f establi shing and 

ad min isteri ng the national parks and game reserves of the coun try and creating awareness ab'out 

the conservation and utilizat ion of wildlife resources among the people 8 Some of the add itional 

powers an d respons ib ilities of th e organization included : co nserving the forest resources of the 

country effecti ve ly; protecti ng the forest resources of the country from fair ing and take 

corrective measure against illega l human activit ies and working in collaboration with other 

governmental institutions in the area o f national parks, sanctuari es, and game reserves9 

3.2 The D Cl'g 's conservation po licy and challenges in BiVIN]' 

Although the Dcrg critici zed the imperial governm ent 's natura l reso urce po li cy fo r be in g 

exclusionary, its policy in the area of conservation o f wildlife was no diffe rent from its 

predecessor. L ike the imperial regime, the Derg prohibited all forms of human settl ement and 

grazing of li vestock with in conservation area s. The national parks, state forests and conservation 

areas had to be free from any human settlement acco rdin g to the Derg's conservati on laws. Its 

conservation policy th erefore was clearly non participatory. In other words, the regime did not 

factor in the loca l people who li ve in and around the park in the implementat ion of its lawsw 

To rea lize it s wild li fe conservati on policy in the BMNl' , the Po rest and Wildlife Conservation 

and Deve lopment Auth ori ty devised a management plan for the park . The plan, which was 

developed in 1986 focused on the following basic issues: broad and sustainable management of 

'Ibid, p.l36. 
' lbid,p .l36-l37 . 
lO/bid, p.134; Michael Jacobs and Cflthcrinc S. Chlocder, lmpacls orConniCl on Biodiversity and Protected Areas in Ethiopia (pd r fi !cs, accessed from http://www.crgnelate 21 Ma rch 2015), p.IS. 
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the park ; reso lving infrastructural problems of the loca l people who were hired in the pa rk' s 

territory; working cooperat ively with the community to give so lution for human trespassing; 

gazetting the park's boundary; developing research activity on the resources of the park; creat,ing 

conducive environment in the park for educational purpose and wo rking hard to promote tourism 

. I' I k II Wit 1m t 1e par , 

The management goal of the BMNP was taken from the Ethiopian Wildli fe Management Policy 

of 1979 wh ich focu sed on the conservation of the area 's wildlife resources and protects -the 

environment from human interference and complete damage. For the sake of effective and 

success ful managemen t of the overall park 's resources, additiona l list of objectives were 

included as management issues. These included, regulating the park's unique Afro-alpine habitat, 

extensive grass land and wet forest; contro lling the water resources of the region; managing the 

park's faun a and flo ra in general and endemic resources such as Mountain Nya la and Sem ien 

Fox in particular; managing and conserving natural wild coffee resource particularly found in 

Harenna forest; creating a wider opportun ity of scientific and educational study by conserving 

the area 's huge resources and enabling the park to generate income to the region and the country 

as a whole, I2 

The BMN P faced severa l problems in its work of conservation of habitats and implementation of 

its management plan. Population settlement within the park's territories was a major problem in 

wi ldl ife conservation. Local people lived within the park territory on permanent and temporary 

basis. Reports by the park 's guard ians underlined the above prob lem repeatedly. The Upper Web 

II Deborah Randall and olhers (eds.), p.245; Jesse C. Hil lman, A Management Plan Manual, p.37. 
"Ibid, p.37. Jesse C. Hillman, Nationa l Park lodge destroyed by fire, p. 1. 
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valley in the western sect ion of the park, Gojera and the Harenna escarpment were noted for their 

large population settlements. I) 

The issue of settlement was more severe in Rira and Harenna areas which formed the southern 

parts of the park. Since th e demand for agricultural land in these areas was very high , the local 

people moved to both areas in larger numbers. Once people moved to the area, big trees were 

cleared out for agricultural act ivities. Th is caused ecological damage to the resources of the 

14 area. 

In 1986 around 2500 permanent settlers with their li vestock li ved in the above mentioned areas 

of the park. The absence of effective management on these areas facilitated the settlement of 

more and more people. In addition to the above mentioned human activities, the need to get fire 

wood and wood for different purposes from the mountains serious ly affected the natura l habitats 

of the park . ls 

Another problem was human infringement on the resources of the park. The local people 

considered th e resources of the park as their own and had no reservation in using the resources of 

the park [or their daily life. The local pastora li sts moved with their herds of cattle to the Upper 

Web Valley since the area has good pasture. In Gojera 's case, the area is found between the 

extensive grass land of Gaysay and northern area adjacent to park. Areas sllch as 1-(ora Soba and 

Geremba Dima in the Upper Web va lley were commonly known for this type of human 

encroachment. The park 's resources were regard ed by un enli ghtened people as endless assets16 

ll informants: Ala AIll<l1l Husen, AID Nuro Kcdir and AfOTuiu Mame. 
14 ln formants: Ala Husen Wario and Ala Ollio Mire. 
15 Deborah Randall and ot hers (cds.) , p.198. 
16 J.e. Hillman, Bale Mountains Nat ional Park Research Project: Quarterly Report (Dinsho , 1984), p. 4; 

informants: Aro Kemcr Uki and Ala Husen Adem. 

39 



Moreover, the war that Eth iopia fought with the Somali a's ex pansion ist forces in 1977 had 

negative impact on the park' s deve lopment acti vities and the im plementation of its management 

plan. The park 's fence and its vita l properties were damaged due to the instabilit y that occurred 

in the prov ince. The po liti ca l turmo il of the time fa cilitated the infringement o f the loca l people 

towards the territory of the park. Though the war was not fought actually in the territory of the 

park, th e local peop le used the opportun ity and ca used damage to the park' s resources. 17 

On the othe r hand, some kebele leaders sometimes vio lated govern ment's conservation policy fo r 

private ga ins. For instance, in 1978, the heads of the Gofingra, Gaysay, Teyenta and Gojera 

peasant assoc iat ions participated in ill egal hunting contradicting the govern ment' s conservat ion 

pol icy. What was ironi c was that th ey hunted the w ildli fe, particularl y the Mount Nya la, by using 

the rifl es the governm ent gave them to fight individual s who res isted the govern ment's 

policies! 18 

Fu rthermore, big loca l projects sponsored by the government and es tablished on th e periphery of 

the park beginning in 1984 had a negative impact on the wildlife o f the Bale Mountains. These 

projects inc luded the establi shment o f a hydro-electric power plant on the Yadot and Shawe 

rivers (the two big rivers of the region), the Goba water suppl y project on the Togona River, the 

found ing of the Shawe Military Camp and the Mio-Gasera water supply project which emanated 

from the Derba Ri ver. M ost of these proj ects were launched without taking into account the 

conservat ion activit ies of the park and was not part of the management plan. These projects 

17ln formant: Kebede Tcgcgn; A letter rrom Ye Del1ene )'e Dur ArOlvil Tibeka Lema! Sa/ese/fan 10 ErshanCl Ye 
hizebJ'v/asjerMiflesler, ( Tikel/I I 22, ! 97 1 E.C), Ethiopian Nat ional Archi ve and Li brary Agency, Ae/ega Mekelakell10 
zeg~jenefe COlllmiss ion, Fo lder No.12.1. 12.7, File No.68.( See Appendix V I). 

IS A leuer from \Vild lilc Conservat ion Department A uthority to DinsholVoreda Offi ce, (Sene 20,1970 E.C), 

l3a lc Mountains National Purk onice, Folder No.L 141221, Fi le No. n/1 7. ( Sec Appendix IX). 
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exclus ively re li ed on the park's resources for their success. Big trees were cut for the 

construction works related to the above projects . In th is way the park's resources were harmed.!9 

The violation of the government's conservation laws intensified during the final years of the 

regime. In these years the growing weakness of the governm~nt due to the expansion of 

ll1su rgency movements across the coun lry made it difficult for the Derg to enforce its laws. 

Therefore, the laws of the park were not properly implemented. The laws were flou ted not only 

by the local people but a lso by some of th e park's scouts who participated in ill ega l hunting of 

wildlife . They also took bribes from the local people and allowed ,them to hunt game within the 

park. For example, the local people hunted wild an imal s at night time in Kotera and Hawo 

kebeles, The Wildlife Conservation Organization warned the park's administrator to take 

remedial measures aga inst those who broke the conservation policies of the government. 

Consequently, the park authority detained them. This measure reversed the illegal trend in the 

'k 20 pm . 

3.3 Derg's conscrvatio nalmcasllres in the BMNP 

3.3.1 Relocation or peop le 

I have tried to indicate at the beginning of this chapter, that the Derg carried out structural 

changes 10 the WCO's to implement its exclusionary conservation policy. Another way by which 

the government exc lus ionary policy was expressed was through the re location program 2 ! 

19 Jesse C. Hillman, A Managclllcllt Plan Manual, pp.28-32. 
10 A lotler from Wildl ife Conservation Au thority to I3MNP, (Sene 18, 1982 E.C), Bale Mou nlains National Park 

Ortlee, Folder No. tVI4 /t'l 36/82, File No . ;FI l S. 
21 A letter from Ye Den Ayayazeno ASfedader WanG KejillO Bale Kifile hager Ve Deneno dlfrTibekaTse/e! Bel 

Goba, ( Gel/bol 18, 1971 E. e), Goba Woredo Environmental and Forest Conservation Bureau, Folder No. W/43, Fi le 
No. 1 148.( See Appendix X). 
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A visit in the early 1980s to Bale province by President Mengistu Hailemmiam was followed by 

the beginning of relocation program in the region. Mengistu visited the park and o rdered the park 

adm ini slralors 10 take urgent measures against settlement of the people within the park, the 

increasing number of dogs in the park and its poor management. Accordingly the EWCO sent a 

team to in vesl igate the pattern of human settlement in the BMNP at the time. The team identified 

areas such as Gojera , Gaysay and the Sanetti plateau wh ich needed immediate so lution and 

ordered the park authorities to relocate the local people. 22 

To thi s end, the administration of Dinsho district conducted discuss ions w ith the park 

admin istration on how the relocation program can be implemented. The relocation o f people 

from Gojera kebele was one of the conservation measures taken by the park. Consequently on 12 

September 1980 the Dinsho woreda in cooperation with the park admini stration decided to 

resettle the peop le from Gojera at a distance of 2 kms away from the northern parts of the park's 

boundary. However, before the program was implemented on the ground, the EWCO dec ided to 

extend the relocation site to S kms since the area intended for settlement was rich in wi ldlife 

resources. Accordin gly the relocation program was carried out in the same year and people were 

settled at Skms distance far from the park area2J 

The 1980s boundary chan ge in Gaysay and Sanetti plateau was another important step in the 

government's relocation program. In Gaysay's case the governors of Mendoyu AlVraja and 

Dinsho Woreda as well as rep resentatives of Hora Soba Peasants' Association reached an 

22 A letter fr0111 13 (110 Provincial Administration to Di ll shoWoreda Administrative Officc,( A1egabil 1,72 E.C), 
Eth iopian National Archive and Library Agency, Folder No. 17.01.5.02, File No.hrFII/O I. 

23 A letter froll1 Ethiopia Wildlife Conservat ion Organization to Dinsho Wo/'ecja Administrative Office, (Til' 30, 
1972 E.C), Ethi opian Naliollal Archive and Library Agency, Folder No.17.1.5.05-03, File No.'I'/9/24 . ( See 
Appendix. Xl). 
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agreemelll to remove the inhabita nts fro m the area. The local people who lived adjacent to 

Gaysay wcre relocated to an area of about 5kms away from their former homes. 24 

The newly added territory reached as far as the northern edge of the Gaysay Vall ey and the 

Gojera area . These territories of the park were notable for their wildlife resou rces. From the 

Gaysay and Gojera areas, nearly 57 km20f additional terr itories became part of the park territory. 

In 1989 the governm ent dec ided to rel ocate the sett lers from Kotera kebele because of the threat 

o f rabi es against Red Fox. However, the government did not carry out the program .25 

The conscquence of the Derg's re location progra m was not auspicious for the park dur in g the 

last period of the regime. S ince the program was forceful and was not based on th e wishes of the 

communi ty, many of the settlers resented it. Lack of community suppo rt towards the regi me 

conservational pol icy in general and th e re locat ion program in particular led to infringement of 

people on the park' s resources in the days following the collapse of the Derg. 26 

3.3.2 Ma n Power and Rule enforcement 

During the Derg regime, the number of park workers increased from the previous period. At the 

beginning o f the 1980s, the park was staffed by 27 men. These were I warden, 1 bio logist, J 

pub li c relations and ed ucation officer, a secretary, a cash ier, a storekeeper, a dri ver, 18 ga me 

scouts, a clea ner and a cook. During the Derg period, the following perso nnel served as the 

park's wa rden. Ala Abbay Tadese (1973/4-1979), A la Yetaya l Kebede ( 1980-1984), Ata 

MatelVos Ersedo ( 1984 -1 85), Ala Ketema Debele ( 1985 - 186), AIO Moha mmed Abdi ( 1986-

24 Jesse C. Hillman, National Park lodge destroyed by fire (Ba le, 1984), p.4; Jesse C. Hi llman, A Management 
Plan Manua l,pAS. 

25/bid, pp.47M50; A leI ter frol11 the l3ale Province Administ rati ve Office to Mcncloyu AlVraja Adm inistrati ve 
Officc( Meskerem I, 198 I E.C), Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authority Library, Fo lder No/.-70 File, No. 
,,~. 'l125.( See Append ix Vit i). 

26 Informnnts: Ato Aman Mame, Ala Usman Nure and Ala Santi mi Mohammed. 

43 



1987) and Ala N iguse Mulu. 27 Many of the game scouts were selected from the local people 

except a few who were recru ited from the Semien Mounta in Nat ional Park. The game scouts 

who were employed in the park had an average of 8 years of services with EWCO. The 

recruitment of the game scouts was dependent on local people since they knew the env ironment, 

can speak the local language and were well integrated into the cul ture of the surrounding 

community. Ex perience sharing with other conservati on areas like Siemen, Awash, Abj ia tta-

Shala lakes and Yangudi Rassa were made by the park staff during this period. Furthermore, the 

game scouts took training at Wondo Genet Forestry and Wildlife Resource Insti tuti on for more 

than a week during the Derg period. The tra ining was mainl y on the use of firearms , control the 

w ildl ife resources, im plementation of conservation laws and how to patrol within the park. 

Except the game scouts, a ll staffs lived in the Headquarters and management of the park was 

largely carried out from th is area. The game scouts performed their jobs from outposts 

established in the Gaysay area 28 The Web camp was another important s ite for patrolling the 

park's habita t. Patro ll ing with in the whole park territory was impossibl e because of limited 

number of park 's sco ut. The scout patrolled on ly few distances from the Gaysay outposts and the 

Web camp. In the early 1980s only 4% out of the total park area was patrolled by th e scouts. 

Lack of transportation and the up and dawns of the BMNP created problem of patrolling within 

the park territory. Bes ides lack of shoes, s lipping bags and other necessary materials affected the 

work of the scouts 29 

During th e early 1980s the park had 3 trucks which supported the various activit ies of the park . 

Various services of the park were carried out w ith these three outdated cars unt il the pa rk 

27 Infonllnts: ;/IO J-i<1ji Ebu and AID Girma Urgi. 
28 Jesse C. Hillman, A IVIGllagement Plan Manual, p.204. 
29 lbid,p.204; lnform<1llts: Ala Haji Ebu and Aln Snlll imi Mohammed 
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received two new toyotas from IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature and 

Natu ral Resources) in 1985.30 

According to informants, patrolling with in the park territory was mainly carried out by pack 

animals parti cu larly us ing horses and on foot. Sometimes, patrolling in remote areas of the 

Sanetti pl ateau and the Harenna forest were undertaken with the few availabl e cars. To fac ili tate 

the easy movement of park workers and va luab le equipments, the road that con nected Dinsho to 

Gaysay was maintained well by the park adm ini strators3l 

There was close relationship between the heads of so me Awrojo leaders and the park 

admin istrators on management issues. Unlike the imperial period, the regu lation of the park' s 

w il dl ife resources was relatively improved under the Derg. This was because the loca l people 

who inhabited in and surrounding the park territory feared the consequences of break ing the 

government's conservation po li cy. Th is was part icularly so in areas adjacent to Dinsho which 

was/is the headCJuarters of the park. The pena lties imposed on local people for violating the laws 

of the park were severe. Two birr per sheep and goats and fifteen birr per cattle was imJlosed on 

the owners of domestic an imals whose animals trespassed in to the park. Although the park 

administration and the Dinsho woredo worked cooperatively to reduce illega l grazing, cattle 

were re leased to the park terr itory at night time secret ly. Likewise.remote areas of the park were 

also subjected to illegal incurs ion by local inhabitants. Since the overa ll park areas was not 

equally managed by the few park workers, graz ing was usua ll y carried out at day time in remote 

areas of the park32 

30Jesse C. Hillman, A Management Plan Manual, p.204. 
31 lnrormants: Ala Husen Jundi and Ala Abubeker Nurc. 
32lbid; A letter from \VeOA to Da le Mountains National Park, (Tahesas 30,1982 E.C), Bale MOllnta ins National 

Park main oniee, Folder No. L 14/330, File No. ,P/J 9. 

45 



For the sake of effect ive regulation or ma nagement of the park' s resources, the park 

admin istrators worked with local leaders on the problem of human infringement in the park. 

Accordingly, some corrective measu res were taken by the park administrators33For instance, the 

park au thorities co ndu cted di scussion with Dinsho worada ad mini strati on authoriti es to givc 

so lution to the local peop le encroachment from the direction of Gofingra kebele in 1984. Before 

thi s time the people moved with their cattle to the area. They c leared forest for house making and 

firewood. Therefore beginn ing from 1984 the local peop le were ord ered by the park and Dinsho 

woreda adm ini strators to leave the area within a few days . Althou gh, the people were offended 

by this decis ion, they were force fu lly removed from the area further to the outsk irts of Ladjo 

area. Bes ides the sett lers of Hore Soba kebele were also moved beyond the boundary of the park 

and caused damage to the resources of the park. The park authorities in cooperation with the 

Dinsho Woreda ad ministration removed the peo ple further north to th e Gaysay area in 1984. 

Other areas in which human infringement on the park 's territori es regularly observed were 

Gojera, Kersa and S imb irro. The park authorities made tireless effOlts to stop these human 

activities.34 

To stop the infringement of people on the park land and then conserve the wildlife in a 

substantial way, gazettment of the park boundary was necessary. Tn other words the park territory 

had to be demarcated from the surrounding inhabitants and publi shed in the Negaril Gazeta. For 

this in 1986 the park authority prepared the boundary of the park and included it in the 

management plan. The total area covered was 2400k111 2
. Later in 1989 the WCO authority 

attempted to gazette the park's boundary. However, the park boundary remained without legal 

33 Informants: AID Abdcla Husen, AID Arcri Ari and AID Mama Buna. 
34 Jesse C. Hillman, A Management Plan Manual, p.192. 

46 



gazettment during the Derg period. The Derg's forceful conservation policy accompanied with 

lack of community su pport led to the fai lure of this plan.35 

In the last years of the Derg regime, the park ' s fauna and flora reso urces were relati vely in better 

condition than prev ious ly. The number of the Mountain Nyala which was very few and diffic ul t 

to see within one or two days visit in the early 1970s grew from time to time. For instance, 

Martha and Paul Henze reported that in the mid-1980s nearly 75 mountain Nyala existed in the 

northern end of the Gaysay grassland. This created a good opportunity for visitors to come to the 

province and track the mountains to see it and other resources of the park36 

Moreover the park land which was frequently exposed to illegal grazing in the pre-l 980s was 

much improved after this period. According to informaI1ls, the height of grass adjoining the park 

headquarters reached as high as 1m after the above mentioned measures were taken by the park 

authorities. This indicates that areas adjacent to the headquarters were found in a better condition 

unlike the remote areas of the park wh ich were frequently exposed to grazing and other types of 

human activity like agricul ture 3
? 

Although the remote parts of the park were not equa lly managed by the park workers, wildl ife 

status of these areas was relatively found in a better condition. A good indicator of this was the 

rise in the number of wi ldli fe attacks particularly in kebe!es adjacent to Harenna forest . For 

instance in 1985, a total of 155 cattle were eaten by lion , cheetah and hyena from Refi sa, Fechea 

and Bedesa within a year. The reports of these kebe/es leaders indicate that the wild animals 

attack had increased and was terr ifying the inhabi tants. Similarly a pride of lion harmed cattle of 

3S A letter from EWCO to Bale Administrative Office, (Sene 19, 1981 E.C), Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation 
Authority Library, Folder No. EI23.1, File No. ;J·413128.{ See Appendix XII I). 

36 Martha and Paul Henze, Tourism in Ethiopia: Observation and Recommendations, A Report (Aru5si, Bale, Rift 
Valley, 1984), p. II. 

J7 In formants : ,.110 Haji Ebu, Ala Amall Maille and Alo Husen Kemal. 
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the local people 111 We lrai Godana kebele III 199 1. The kebele founel down to Delo Mena 

I ·)8 
J wraJa. 

3.4 Touri sm development in the BMNJ> during the Del'g regime 

The Derg regime plan ned to develop the tourist industry in the country in line with its ideology. 

The Delg bel ieved that tou rism should contribute to the succes~ of the National Democratic 

Revolution Programme, for example, by promoting interact ion among the peoples of Ethiopia 

and generating income for the nationa l economyJ9 To meet these goa ls, the Council of 

Ministers of the PMAC proclaimed the establ ishment of the Ethiopian Tourism Comm ission in 

j 980. The dutics, rights and properties of the fo rmer Eth iopian Tourist Organ ization were 

transferred to the Commission in the stated proc lamation. The Et hiopian Tourism Commission 

which set up its main offi ce at Addis Ababa had the objectives of promoting tourism in the 

country as well as wo rk to conserve the natural resources and hi sto rica l heritages of the country 

in co ll aboration with conce rned government inst itutions. The Commission, among others, was 

entrusted with publi cizing areas wh ich have a potential ot' attracting nationa l and foreign visitors 

. 1 b 41l In arge num ers. 

Three bodies were respo nsible for tourism activiti es in the Bale Mountains region. The fi rst was 

the Ethiopian Tourism Commission and National Tour Operat ion wh ich was respons ible for the 

management of touri sm in the country and also managed the then newly established Ras Hotel at 

Goba, the regional capita l. The second was the Wildlife Conservation Organizat ion wh ich was 

responsible for the management of the BMNP itself. The third was Bale prov ince ' s loca l 

38 A letter from Bale Provincial Adminis trat ion Gcnalc Awroja Wildli fe CO Il ~er ya ti o n and Development 
Authority Ortiee to I3MN P offi ce, (Yeka/il 5, 1977), Bale Mountains National Park Ortiee, Folder No. i'lI24/75, File 
No. 485 . (Sec Appendix XIV ); A le iter ['rolll Bale Province Agricultural office to BMNP office, (Tir25,1983 E.C), 
Bale Mountains National Park Orflee, Folder No. i'lI24/75 , File No. 485.( See Appendix XV). 

39Nega /'li Gaze/a, 1980, 39th year No.1 0, isslled 0 11 the 9th June. p.92. 
"Ibid, 1'1'.94-96. 
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government administration and the neighboring owrojos and woredos of the park. These bodies 

facilitated touri sm in the Bale province in genera l and the park in particular. The NTO (National 

Tour Operation) rendered transport services for fore ign tourists who visited the park. It 

transporred visitors from Goba Hotel to Sanetti p lateau and then back to Goba town. The Bale 

province in cooperation with the owrajos and woredos worked on security issues to support the 

development of touri sm in the area." 

However, the burning of the pa rk's lodge in 1982 negatively affected the promotion of tourism in 

the area. The former Weerts house wh ich had been serving as a lodge during the time of the 

park's establi shment has been giving multi -faceted services until it was suddenly destroyed'by 

fire in 1982. The burning of the lodge was connected with the work of a Swedish scientist called 

Professor Olav Hedburg. Hedburg, Scandinavian students as well as three Addias Ababa 

University students arrived at the park headquarter to carry out investigation on the Afro-alpine 

plants on 7 November 1982,,2 I-Iedburg and his students collected different p lant species fr'om 

the park terri tory and put these next to a petrol appl ian ce for later examination . To avoid the 

tampering of the samples by the workers of the park, they locked the room and left the park to 

visit first the Sanetti plateau and then Sof Umer cave which are located south and west of the 

park respectively, The group returned to the park after two days of tedious visit. The gas 

ex ploded and the plants caught fire . Since the r00111 was largely made of wood, it easi ly caught 

41 Jesse C. Hillma n, Tourism in the Bale M ounta ins Nati onal Park Area : Research Proj ect ( Dinsho, OC1. 1983), 
p.l. 

42 Jesse C. Hillman , National Park lodge destroyed by firc( 1984), p.3 ; 
Infonnants:Ato Abdcla Husen and Alo Haji Ebu. 
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fire. Many valuable documents, artifacts, rooms of visitors and the main office of the park with 

a ll its equipments were destroyed by the fire 4
) 

The fire incident happened on a Tuesday, which was a market day for the surround ing 

community. The park staffs mobi lized the peop le who had come to attend the market and were 

able to control the spread of fire. The damage could have been greater if the people had not been 

act ively involved in ext ingu ish ing the fire. 44 

The members of the scientific exped ition were arrested and taken to the police station by the 

order of the park admini strator but were released after a few days. The investigation made 

Professor Hedburg responsible for the fire. Prof. Hedburg wrote a letter to the Ethiop ian WCO 

taking respons ibili ty for the loss of property because of the fire accident. 1n the letter, he agreed 

to pay money in the form of compensation. A total of 190, 953(US $ 93099) was estimated for 

the loss of the lodge by a regiona l committee. However, Hedburg· did not keep hi s promise and 

the construction of the lodge later began in the mid-1980s with government funding. 4s 

On th e other hand , many of the park's workers who were absent from their work place on the 

day the fire broke out were arrested and detained for more than two months. The park workers 

were detained in three separate quarters. Those who worked in the lodge made to stay at Goba. 

The remaining sta ff of the park was separated in two group based on their contribution to the 

incident where one grou p remained in Dinsho and the other were sent to Robe town 46 

43 Statement or the Dinsho fire accident, (24 Nov, 1982),Elh iopian Wild life Conservation Aut hority Library, 
Folder No. WWLlll, Fi le No.U4; Informants: Ala Abubckcr Nurc and Ala Abdcla Husen. The Sof Umer cave is 
one or the hi storic.L1 ly known sites in the province of 8ale found around 150klll away from the village of Dinsho., 

44 Informants: Alo JlIllcdi Areri, Ala S<:l1ltimi Mohamed and Ala Kebede T cgcgn. 
45 Jesse C. Hi llman, National Park lodge destroyed by fire,p.3 
46 Informants: Ala Haji Ebu and Alo Abdela Husen. 
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The 1982 lodge fire episode had far reaching consequence for tou ri sm activity of the park. The 

number of touri sts who arrived to see the wildli fe resources of the area decl ined in great num ber. 

This was because a fter the damage to the lodge, tourists faced a serious problem of finding 

accommodation. Camping inside the park was prohibited after the accident and hence man y 

visitors were ob li ged to use the new Ras hotel which was built in Goba in 1983. But a serious 

shortage of water supply made it difficult for touri sts to stay at the hotel47 S imilarly, a 

comfortable hote l nam ed Bekele Mola was establ ished in smal l town of Robe, just 30kms from 

Dinsho. It o ffered beller accommodat ion for those tourist s who arr ived in the area 48A lt hough the 

hotels in Goba and Robe towns were re lative ly comfortable, they were located far from the 

natural beauty of the park whi ch most visitors wanted to see during their every moment of stay in 

Bale. As a result, not many visitors came to the park and the status of the park as a center of 

recreation decreased 49 

Poor road transportat ion system within the territory of the park also affected tourists now to the 

BMNP. Further south, the all weather road that run from Goba to' Delio Mena town crosses the 

Saneti plateau about 4000m above sea level making it one of the high altitude road s in Afr ica. 

While dri ving on the road, a touri st can see the magnificent Mou nt Tullu Dimtu the second 

highest peak in the country, the alpine lakes, lvfount Nya la and Semien Fox. Howevcr, the road 

was damaged by big trucks that served the government's projects launched in Delio Awmja 

beginning from 1984. On the other hand, the road known as Simbiro track, wh ich was a 10 km 

<1 7 Jesse C. Hillman, National Park lodge des troyed by rire,p.3 Inrormants. 
48Jcssc C. Hiillllclll, Tourism in the Bale MOllntains National Park area (Dinsho, 1983), p.5. 
"Ibid 1'.3. 
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track built by th e staff of the park, connecting the pa rk 's headquarter with Web river gorge in the 

d irect ion of Mount litt le Batu. However, it was not co mfortable for transportat ion 50 

During the Derg period, the BMNP was vis ited by three catego ri es of tour ists. The first ones 

were Ethi opia n nationa ls from diffe rent parts of the country. The second type of v is itors were 

fore ign national s who were res idents in Ethiopia . The th ird type of tourists were those fore igners 

who visited the country for a short period of time. The fi rst and second types of visitors used 

pub li c transport; they usua ll y brought their own food and camped in the park. T he obj ective of 

their vis it was to relax fro m their work and get re lief from the hectic c ity li fe by enjoying the 

amazing natura l envi ronm ent within li mited time. T he th ird type of tourists were d ifferent in 

their requirements in terms of faci li ties and accommodations. First, they required tran spOitation, 

an d the provi s io n of fooel services as we ll camping equ i pmen ~s that were provided by the 

NT05l The tourists had to rent so me equ ipment such as sleeping bags, tents from NTO when 

they wanted to walk, horse trek and so campi ng. Therefore, they were a lready prepared to spend 

mllch money on these facilities and accommodations an d stayed for some time in relatively 

comfortable hotels such as Ras [-lore I in Goba or Bekele Mala Hotel in Robe.52 

SO/bid,p.3 . 
51 / bid,pp.3_5; Informa nts: Alo Haji Ebu and !Ito Ginna Urgi; Jesse C. Hillma n, Bale Mou ntains Research Project 

Quarterl y Report to Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Organization ( Dinsho, Fcburaruy 1987),pA. 
D . 

Ibid,p.3. 
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Due to the scanty of sources, the data of tourism activity in the BMNP during thi s period was no t 

stated well. The table below shows the trend of tourism in the Bale Mountains Nat ional Park 

duri ng th e Derg period. 

T able.l Touri sm trend in th e BMNP durin g the Derg per iod 
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As the above chart ind icates from the years 1977178 to 1980/81, the number of v is itors who 

came to the park increased. However from, 1982 to 1984 the trend decl ined. The main reason fo r 

thi s dec line was th e burn ing of the park 's lodge in 1982. From th e mid 1980s to 1989 thcre was a 

rise in visito rs number due to the ava ilability of relatively comfortable hote ls in Goba and Robe 

towns. Tourists used th ese as restin g places to vis it the park's w ildlife resources. 
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The pa rk 's documents indi cate that 44.4% touri sts on average visited th e park durin g the dry 

season (from November to February) wh il e 44.1 % of tourists on average vis ited the park in the 

early rainy season between March - June and on ly 23.3% touri sts on average visited the park in 

the wet season between Jul y and October. The highest number o f tourists vis ited the park in the 

dry season due to the comfortable weather conditions which allowed touri sts to enjoy the clear 

sky and made walking and trekkin g easy . The dry season was also favorable for v isitors since it 

coincided with pub li c holi days such as Ethiopian Christmas, Western Chri stmas and New Year, 

Ethiopian and E uropean Easter. The long holiday season and good weather made it convenient 

for tourists to enjoy th e natural provision orthe pa rk in the dry season53 

5J lnforillanl: Hllro Zcrayehu Endal; Jesse C. Hillman, l3a lc Mountains Research Project: Quarterly Report to 
Bthiopian Wi ldl ife Conserva ti on Organ iza tion ,pp.4·5 
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Chapter Four 

4. BMNP under the EPRDF Regime 

4.1 The Collapse of the Derg, Damage to the l>ark an(i'its Reorganization. 

The fl ight of Pres ident Meng istu Hail emariam from Eth iopia on 20 May 199 1 was followed by 

the outbreak of anarchy across the cou ntry. Local order and stabi li ty broke down due to the 

absence of effective govern ment which in (urn resulted in lawless ness and damage to both 

pri vate and public property. The I3MN P was one of the conservation areas which were 

negatively affected by the co ll apse of loca l and national authority at the tim e. I 

In the immediate weeks following the collapse of the Derg, the Oromo Liberation Front CaLF) 

tried to establi sh political control in the province of Bale. Before the arrival of the EPRDF' s 

representative to the province, the OLF set up its own office in Dinsho Woreda. Nevertheless, 

their appearance in the area did not prevent people from infiltrating inside the park boundary. 

Although the OLF members viewed the park existence favourably, they could not stop local 

peop le from infringing on the resources of park at the time2 

The people of Dinsho, who li ved adjacent to the park territory, were happy with the fall of the 

regime. They came out in large numbers on to the main road of the town to celebrate the 

downfall o f the gove1l1ment. Gun firin g was common for several days s ince the local people 

1 Claudio Si llero Zubiri, I3ale Mounta ins National Park: Current situation in 13MNP( Report of recent meeting 
with loca l and Regional Administra tion to EWCO, Dinsho 1991), p.l; Paul B. Henze,p.33l; Fikadu Garcdew, 
"Current Management problems and future opportuniti es in the Bale MOllntains National Ptlrk" in PHrticipatory 
Managemenl Workshop, 16-18 May (Add is Ababa, 1995),1'.5. 

2 Informan ts: Alo Aman MaJllC, Aro Kemer Uk i and AfO Aman Abdi; John Osbore, "Conservation Education 
Service: EWCO(Report on a brief working trip to BMNP and surrounding lowns, Tuesday 8Lh to Thursday 10lh 

Oclober 10 "EWeO, Dinsho, 1991), p .np. 

55 



bought wea pons from Ihe fleein g Detg so ld iers who arrived in the area with in a week after the 

government's co ll apse .) 

The Teyenta, Gotingra and Gaysay outposts were destroyed by people a few days after the fall of 

the Derg. The park wOl'kers immediately evacuated these sites and relocated to the headquarters 

at Dinsho to protect th e infrast ructures found in the park. Some others preferred to stay at home 

when the situation got worse. Many of thc park's valuab le documen ts and houses and the park 

fence was destroyed dur ing th is critica l time. The destruction of the park 's infrast ructures was 

followed by il lega l hunting of wild life. The damage against wildlife was severe. The Mount 

Nya la and other wild animal s were hun ted by the local people for their fresh meat. The fresh 

meat extracted in th is way was so ld in the neighbori ng district of Adaba. Consequently, th e 

Mount Nyala which was previous ly commonly seen in nearby territory of the park, migrated to 

remote areas. The loss of it s species was estimated to be nearly 80% during this time.' 

Moreover, many Red fox were also kill ed in the Sanetti plateau. The ir lOtal population in 

consequence dec lined by 60%. The researc h center at Gaysay was also plundered. Tbe park 

admi ni strators and workers were not able to contain illegal activ ities within areas adjacent to the 

park territory. The wild life and material damage to the Bale, Abijatta Sbala, Mago, Nechesar 

natio nal parks and Kuni -Muktar Sanctuary during th is period of power vacuum was estimated at 

$ 495, 169 US Doll ars 5 

3 Informallts: AfO Allla n Mamc, AID Alo l3<1tll and ;/10 Arcri Ari; John Osbore', 
4 Ibid. 
5 Michael Jacobs and Catherine S. Chloedcr ,p.23; 

Zeblem Tefera and Claudio SilJero-Zubiri," /Va/ia. No. 25 " JOllrnal of/he Ethiopial1 wildlife (fnd Nawrot 
HistOll' Society( 2006/07),p.17; 

In formants: AID Ale 13atu and AloTu lu Mama. 
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The prevail ing di sorder and insta bili ty gave birth to looti ng which occurred across different parts 

of the park. A group of' band its looted the NGO workers near the Sanetti platea u while the team 

was travel ing dawn to Delo Mena. The resea rch center which was fo und at Kotera was another 

importan t area wh ich was destroyed by loca l in hab itants. Accordingly trave ling at night time and 

temporary campi ng in the area was proh ibi ted by EPRDF leaders of Bale prov ince. 6 

The other way by which the co llapse of authori ty manifested itsel f in the park was through 

encroachment on its territory. The northern secti on of the park ex perienced infi ltrat ion by the 

surround ing people. Large number of catt le were commonly seen in place of wild animals in the 

area . Moreover areas such as Gojera and Gaysay were re-occu pied by the people adjoi ning the 

park . As has been discussed in chapter three, these areas of the park we re made free From human 

settlement by the Dcrg government's conservation policy. However, the people who were 

relocated fro m these areas returned in the days fo llowing the downfa ll of the Derg. In ad dition to 

areas wh ich they previous ly inh ab ited, peop le occupied new areas some of which were on ly 

some di stance from the headquarters of the park. John Osborne described condi tions in the park a 

few months after the downfal l of the Derg as fo llows:" Because 'of the many new settlements, 

especially in the Gojera area, grazi ng cattle, shoats and horses are now in ev idence everywhere. 

Ma ny anima ls are grazing within the immedi ate surroundi ngs orthe park headquarters at Dinsho. 

T he park staf fs are presently mak ing no attempts to control thi s grazing. ,,7 Cond ition ins ide the 

pa rk 's terri tor ies in the so uthern sect ion was also seriolls. For instance, in I-Iarenna the number of 

peop le who moved with their catt le increased8 

6 Michael Jacobs and Catherine S. Chloedcr, p.25;Zelalem Tefera and Claudio Si llcro-Zubiri,p.17, 
7 Claudio Sillero Zubiri, Bale Mounta ins National Park, p.l; John Osbore, p.np. 
8 Informants: AIO Mamo Mi re, Ala Ala l3atu and A(o Mama Buna . 

57 



The other way by which the park was affected during thi s period of trans ilion was through acute 

deforestation. The local peop le who opposed the Derg's top-dawn conservati on policy cut down 

trees in larger numbers. The removal of indigenous trees was a seri ous prob lem of the time. The 

loca l peop le cleared out forests for the purpose of house making and firewood. Trees particu larly 

for fuel -wood were cut down within a few hundred meters from the park' s headquarters and sold 

along the main road o f Dinsho. Forest' s in [-larenna, Upper Web Val ley, Kotera and adjacent to 

Goba were al so negatively a ffected by th e loca l seU lers9 

The di sorder also ex panded to the southern parts of the park. From 26 May 10 I June 1991 

looling and destruction of infrastructure was common in the area. Former Derg soldiers stationed 

at Shawe mili tary cam p (nearly 20 kilometers from Delo Woredo) hunted the park 's wi ld anima ls 

while th ey were return ing to the ir homes from the camp. Extens ive hu nting of wil dlife in this 

part of the park happened at the time beca use the Derg government had fa il ed to provide food 

and other supplies to the so ldiers in the camp. Furth ermore, il lega l hunting against wild life was 

aggravated beca use the fonn er Delg so ldiers so ld weapons and ammunit ions to the people in the 

nearby distri cts such as Delo, Angetu and Rim. The loca l people used these weapons for 

poaching wil dli fe. lo 

Aller the EPRDF establi shed itse lf across the cou nl1y, the local EPRDF's personnel in Dinsho 

tried to restore local law and order and conta in the damages to the park by conduct ing a serious 

of meetings from 30-3 1 July 199 1 with the loca lly represented elders of Dinsho di strict. The 

EPRDF's men promised to bring order in and surrounding the park territo ries . On the part of 

participants, th e majori ty agreed to cal m down instab ili ty that prevai led in the aren. T hey pledged 

9 John Osborc,p.np; Jesse C. Hill man, A report or llle current situation ill Ethiopian's Wi!d life COllserv at ioll Areas 
(25 Jun, 1991), p.2; Informants: Ala Aman Abdi, AID Tu lll Mama and AID Kebede Tegegn 

10 Jesse C. Hillman, A report or the current situation in Ethiopian's Wildlife Conservation Areas, 1'.1; 
Illformants: Ato Hu sen .1undi and ;/ro 131110 Mire. 
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to protect the infrastructures of the park, contain illegal huntin g and grazing. To this end, at the 

end of the meet ing, respons ibility was given to the regional EPROF and community 

representatives, the Eth iopian Wildlife Conservation Organization (EWCO) within the M ini stry 

of Agricultme and Goba Administration to sta bilize conditions in the park in general and contain 

the intrus ion of th e loca l peop le adjoin ing Oinsho in parti cu lar." 

In October 1991 the EPROF members returned to Oinsho and held a meeting with 

representatives of the people to res tore stability in the northern parts of the park. At the sa me 

time, a team delegated by EWCO compri s ing Ato Tesfaye Bundesa, Ato Abbay Tadese and John 

Osbore came to Oinsho held discuss ion with the local people. In an attempt to stabi li ze the 

volatile situation in and surrounding the park's headquarters, a Peace and Stabili ty Committee 

was establ ished. The Committee was large ly represented by elders frol11 Oinsho and had 

jurisdiction over the vic inity. The Committee consisted of seven men. These were Haji 

Muhammed Husen, Ala Aman Mame, I-faji Mamll Sheka, Ala Sheka Aliyi , !-faji l isman Nure, 

f-faji Aman Husen and AID Adam !-Iusen. Its es tablishment was essential in protecting the park 

li·om further human interference." 

The park resources were also negatively affected by some of the park workers in October 1991. 

For instance, seven of the park workers were captu red while they were stealin g the parks ' 

properties like blankets, sleep ing bags, hoes and spades f!"Om the park store. Their case was 

reso lved by the Committee of Peace and Stabi lity under the operation of traditional system of 

II Claudio Sillero ZlIbiri, p.2; Inrormants:;/IO Haji Ebu and AIO Santimi Mohammed. 
12 John Osbore,p.np; John Alki r and etal(eds.),p.25; InrOrJllanls: AID Haji USl11an Nurc and A IO Alllan Maille. 
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JarSlIlI1a (t raditi ona l method of co nni ct reso lution in Oromo soc iety). These workers were 

prohibited by the Committee from patrolling within the park for the time being and later. 13 

However, not all loca l people pursued a destructive action agai nst the park. Some loca l Oromo 

who lived in Dinsho and the nearby territories opposed the destruction of the park and its 

immense resources during th is time. They sought the resources of the park not to be damaged by 

ill ega l human activities such as looting, damaging properties of the park and hunting of wildli fe. 

Concerning this John Osborne reported that: ''It is being clearly stated by the Oromo people of 

the Dinsho area th at they want the park to be theirs, that they want to control the park, and that 

they are their chi ldren to be the keepers. Many inferences can be dl:awn from this. " 14 

During this critical period, the effectiveness of park workers in managing the reso urces of the 

park was severely limited. Thi s was largely because they feared moving far fro m the 

headquarters of the park and carry out patrol work. Moreover, patrolling the park areas adjacent 

to Dinsho was temporarily halted due to absence of order and stability. Furthermore, the park 's 

veh ic le was given to the EPRDF staff that used it to move around and oversee th e political 

situation in Robe, Agarfa, Goba and other districts. In consequence, the mobility or the park' s 

personne l was severely restricted thereby limiting their capacity to deal with the damage done to 

the park. IS 

13 Informants: AID Abdcla Husen, AID Alo Batll and AID Husen Kcma l. 
14 John Osbore,p.np. 
IS In ronmmts:AIO Haji Ebu, Alo Usman Nurc and AID Aman Abdi . 
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4.2 The Pol icy of wildlife Co nserva lion and management o f the park 

4.2.1 Wi ldlife Conse rva tion Po licy aftcr th e Derg 

The immediate years after 1991 saw a s low attempt to revitalize the activities of the park. To 

bring susta inable stab ility in the country's co nservat ion areas, cap ital was urgen tl y requ ired. 

However, the EWCO's fi nancial prob lem co ntinued until the country's eco nomy was fu ll y 

recovered fi'om decline . The assistance prov ided by EWCO to the BMNP for runn ing activities 

was very sma ll. '6 

The role of Tnternal ional Organ izations was immense in supporti ng the country ' s nationa l parks 

and conservation area, from deteriorat ing condition. Beginning from 1993, to rebuild the 

nationa l parks from th is period setback, internat ional aid arrived in the cou ntry. For instance, thc 

United Nat ion Deve lopment Program (UNDP) made support to the national parks. The 

organ izat ion arranged for conSll ltnnts to work w ith EWCO. 1n addition, it made tireless effort to 

rai se fund s for the national parks and protected areas of the co untry. The BMNP was one of the 

parks that received the attenti ons of the organ ization in thi s regard. 17 

From 199 1 to 1995, the Ethiopian W il dlife Conservation Orga nization run the task of co nserving 

wildlife without mak ing radi cal changes to the existing conservat ion policy. The only new 

cha nge made fol lowing the se izure of power by the EPRDF was the assignment of th e EWCO to 

the newly establ ished M ini stry of Natura l Resources Development and Environment Protection 

(MoNRDEP). However, when the govern ment decentralized some of its power to the regional 

states (Kilils) in 1996, the mandate of manag ing all issues relat ing to the national parks and 

protected areas fe ll in to the hands of the regional governments. The devolution was made 

16 Jesse C. Hillman, A report or lhe current situat ion in Ethiopian 's Wildlire Conservation Areas, p.2. 
17 /bid,p.2; Informants: Aln Ginn<l Urgi and Ala Husen Kemal. 
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especia lly to bring e ffect ive managemen t of the national park and conservation areas. On ly the 

Awash National Park was put under the management of the EWCO. This was because the park 

was found between Oro mia and Afar reg ions and it was therefore difficu lt to give it to either of 

the two. IS 

The devo lution poli cy however, did not bring a des irable outcome and proved unsuccessful. 

Michael Jacobs and Catherine Chloeder ex plained the reasons why the poli cy fai led as follows: 

While decentrali zation already has rnken place, most of the person ncl 

1V0rking in the regions are not necessarily indigenous to the place where 

they work or the protected areas for which they are responsib le. Additionall y 

c urrent regiona l perso nnel are form er EWCO employees , wh ich does not 

necessarily end ea r them to the local populace any more than th ey worked 

for the £WCO. 19 

Before the government's policy of decentra li zation came in to being in 1996, the EWCO 

employed peo ple who werc nat ive to th e area in the national parks and protected areas for the 

success of the policy of wildlife conservatio n. However, once the governm ent po licy of 

decentralizati on took place, the personnc l ass igned to the BrvrNP were new to the area. Most of 

them were not familiar with the tradi t ions of the local people and hence the decentra lizat ion 

policy cou ld not bring about the des irable goals of conservat ion.'o 

4.2 .2. Ma n Power and the Ma nagement of' the park 

After th e change of government in 199 1, the pa rk's man power increased in number. ;/10 Yilma 

Dele legn was a warden of the BMNP during the trans iti onal period. Personn el such as ;/10 

l~ Michael Jacobs and Cat heri ne S. Ch loeder, pp.27 ·32. 
19 Ibid, 1'1'.27.32. 
20 Ibid, 1'1'.27-32. 
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Alemayehu Bedad a, Ala Fikacl u M ulu , Ala Birhan u G ili cha and Ato Addi su Assefa served as the 

park's wardens. A ro Aschal ew Gashaw is currently the warden of the park. Nowadays the park is 

sta ffed by 98 wo rkers . Out of thi s numbe r the pa rk's workers, scou ts took a greater percentage. 

There are a lso more tha n 150 daily laborers who have been work ing on contract bases sa laried by 

the FrankrurL Zoolog ica l Soc iety. These da il y laborers have been man ipulating different 

in frast ruct ures such as accommodation, parking, lat rine, water pipe and other necessa ry assets 

. I· I k 21 Wit 1 III t 1e par . 

Duri ng the ti me of governm ent change, th e management of the park completely broke down 

because of the anarchy and lawlessness that fo llowed. Even more, the park admi nistration since 

the time o f the tran s itiona l period was not e ffective. For exampl e from 1991 to 2000 the pa rk 

authoriti es were not able to manage the whole areas of the park territory. Thi s is to mean that 

e ffecti ve eo nlrol o f park was restr icted to oil ly the areas found nex t to the headquarters o f the 

park . Lack o f effective ma nagement of this period mad e the park resources vulnerable to 

" damage. --

T here were some prob lems which affected the management of the BMN P. F irst of a ll the park 

was not pro perly gazetted dur ing this period. Areas wh ich beca me parts of the park were not 

properl y identified from the territo ri es of the surround ing peop le. Hence, it was d ifficult for the 

pa rk adm inistrat ion to e ffecti vely implement conservation laws. Secondl y, EWCO 's fail ure to 

address the problems o f the national parks on t ime as we ll as shortage o f capi ta l and ineffi c ient 

leadersh ip exacerbated the impl ementat ion of the management plan. Fi na lly, EPR DF's 

exc lusionary conservation approach in the beginn in g few years of its ru le a lso ncgative ly 

21 Informan ts: Ala Haj i Ebu, Alo Ginna Urgi and AfO Husen Kcmal. (These inrormants could not give the exact 
yeafs ortlle warden's services.) 

22 Michael Jacobs and Catherine S. Chloeder, p.24; Inrormants: Ato Haji Ebu, Ala Girm<J Urgi and Ala Aman 
Mame. 
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affected the ma nagcmcnt of the park . Fo llowing the EPROF selzer of po litica l power 111 the 

country, the government continued w ith the Derg's conservalion po li cy23 

The EPROF cont inued to imp lement the Derg's policy which prohibited the sett lemel1l of local 

people with in the park and use of the park' s reso urces. However,' lack of effective en fo rcement 

o f conservation laws frequently ex posed the nationa l parks to be over ex ploited by the local 

populace. The loca l peop les in and surrou nd ing the BMNP c la imed ri ght over the park resou rces. 

They co nsidered the grass, woods, haws, streams and rivers as their own and even used them.24 

Because of the co ll apse of the manage ment at the begin ning years of the EPROF ru le, human 

in fringement on the BMNP was immense. The wild life was ex tremely affected. For instance in 

1994 there were hunting against Mount Nyala by the local settl er at Ade le. A year later at 

Abekera village a ti ger was killed and its skin was taken away by the inhab itants.25 

The 1996 government' s decentral ization po licy proved un successful in ad min isteri ng the park' s 

resources . Fro m the beginn ing of this po li cy to a brie f period of 2009, th e BMNP was 

administered by the regional state of Oromia. However, th e res ponsib il ity of managing Ihe assets 

of the park was mostly ineffec tive. This was due to the fact that the budget that was allocated by 

the Federal authority was too small and di d not take in to account the newly acquired 

respo nsibi lity of the regional states . There was also absence of a defi ned power that ought to be 

given to the states w ith immediate decentralization policy. Th is in turn adversely affccted the 

role of regional autho rities in admi nistering the park 's resources. Moreover, the government did 

2) Debora Rn ndall and olhers (cds.) , pp.260-262; Negari l Gazeta, 20/5. 2 lSI y ear No. 28 issued on 2"d FebruGlY, 
1'.82; John Alkir and el"l(eds.), 1'.22 . 

14 Debora Randall and olhers (cds.), Ibid,p.262 . 
2S A letter from Mini stry of Agricu ltural and Env ironmental Protection, 'Wi ldl i fe Conservation Organ izat ion to the 

Ba le Zone Admin istration, (Cenbol 30,1986 E.C),Ba ic Mountains national Park onice, Folder No. t'I .14122 1, Filc 
No.84. (Sec Appendix XVII) ; A letter from Ministry of Agricultural and En viroll lllcn tal Protect ion, Wildlife 
Conservation Organiza tion to Di nsho woreda counci l, ( Megabit 8, 1987 E. C),Baie Mountains National park office, 
Folder No.l\.t 4122t, File No. 9 t. ( See Appendix XV III ). 
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not dev ise a new pol icy of wi ldlife from the time of devo lution of power until the General 

Ma nagement Plan was prepared to the BMNP in 2007. The ex isting conservation law was an 

outdated one, Because of these factors, the regional governmen t of Oromia cou ld not effectively 

implement the government policy of conserva tion in the BMN P. 26 

T here was al so lack o f effective management o f the park' s reso urces in the years that fo llowed 

2000. For instance, the range of wolves dec lined alarmingly because of the outbreak of rabies. 

The di sease was ca used by dogs whi ch were released in the park's territo ry by the neighboring 

people . Nearly 350 Rcd fox di ed. A lthough a number of di scuss ions were made bctween the park 

adm ini st rators and the O romia Region's Agricultural Bureau , the problem did not di e out at the 

The dec line in condit ion of the park in the 1990s and beg inni ng of 2000 got the attention of 

international orga nizations to reshape the management o f the park. The inte rnational 

organ ization wh ich ini tia ll y arrived in 2001 to mitigate the ex isting problem of the BMNP was 

the Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF). WWF is a proacti ve independent organization 

co mmitted to the conservati on of natu re. Nevertheless, it fa il ed to add ress thc chall enges in 

real ity beca use of lack of adm ini strati ve support from the pa rk's authority and il left the pa rk 

after sometimes in 200 I. The departure of WWF was followed by the arri va l of two other 

internationa l organizations to the area in 2002 . These were the Ethiopian Wolf Conservat ion 

Project (EWCP) and FZS. EWCP has been working on the conservation of wolves and it is a 

26 Michael Jacobs and Cat herine S. Chlocdcr,pp,27-32. 
27 Debora Randall and others (eds.),p.262 ; Zelalcl11 Tcrera and Claud io Sillcro-Zubiri,p.18; A letter from the 

Regiona l Government ofOromia Agricultural Development Bureau to Dillsho Admini strati ve anice, (Tikeml 
19, 1995E.C), Bale Mountai ns national Park office, Folder No. 0- 14/22 1, Fi le No.94. 
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proactive independent organization in th e area. The latter have been prov iding substa ntial aid to 

so lvc the park' s infrastructu ral problems28 

Beginning from 2004 other Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) began working in the 

J3MNP. FARM-Africa and SOS Sahel Ethiopia were pioneers in the country for their work on 

participatory forest management. Nowadays, both are working in the conservation of forests 

within the BMN P. These two organizations dev ised the Bale Mountains Eco Reg ion Sustainab lc 

Management Program (BMRSMP) in col laboration with the Oromia Reg iona l State, EWCP and 

FZS . The program largely focused on the sustainable use o f resources in all parts of the Bale 

Mounta ins. It has been work ing w ith the Oromia Forest Enterpri se in the border areas of the 

On the other hand the FZS has supported the BMNP by preparing General Management Plan 

(GM P) in 2006. The plan foc used on five important area s. These include " Park Managemcnt; 

Eco logical Rcsearch; Sustainabl e Na tural Reso urces Management; Tourism and Park Outreach." 

The GMP was designed to cover ten successive yea rs i. e. 2007-20 17 and was approvcd in 2007 

by the Oromia Regional State30 

The FZS organization has been working al so on conservation and capacity bu ildi ng. Various 

infrastruct ures such as road s, houses for scouts and others have been constructed within the park 

with the help of FZS. The FZS has its own office and around 19 fixed contract workcrs. It also 

hired many daily laborers on the occasion of the projects launch. The construction of CUITeIH 

28 Debora Randall and olhers (cds.), p. 262; Zclalcm Tejera and Claudio Sillcro-Zub iri, p.1 9. 
29 Debo," Ranciati and olhers (cds.), 1'1'.262-263. 
JO Ibid, p.263. 
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park office was first ini tiated by the UN DP in 1996. The coilstruction was co mpleted by 

Frankfurt Zoo log ical Soc iety (FZS) after the departure of UNDp31 

The MELCA (Movement for Eco logica l Learning and Co mm unity Acti on) Mahiber, now callecl 

MELCA Ethi opia, is another pioneer NGO which has been worki ng in the BMNP since 2004. l t 

ha s been workin g on conservation of biodi vers ity ancl environmental rehabilitati on in the area. 

The orga nizat ion has macle immense contribution by teaching the local people about the wise use 

of the wil dl ife reso urces in Dinsho ancl su rrounding kebeles. 32 

Beginning from 20 10, the management of the BM NP reverted to t,he Federal government. There 

were two basic reasons why the park management shi fted to the federal government. First, the 

park was not permanently registered by UNESCO. To do this, the park had to be legally 

gazzetted and well conserved. It was in 2008/2009 that the park was li sted in the World [~ eritage 

li st temporarily. Second, there was a need to create good touris m opportun ity by regul at ing the 

park's wildl ife reso urces. The shi ft of the park management from Oromia to federal governm enl 

was cha ll enged of course to so me extent by loca l communities in some occasional public 

. 13 
meetl11gs: 

4.3 Relationship between th e Park and Local People and nre exten t in 

the BMNI) 

4.3.1 Th e relationsh ip of the loca l people with th e park 

Human settlement in the Bale Mou ntai ns began before the creation of the park in 1970. Oromo 

pastorali sts continu ed to li ve in the park terri tory after its establ ishment owi ng to its favorable 

31 Informil llts: Ala Eball YCgCZll and Ala Husen KcmaJ. 
J2 InfornuHlt:Ata Tcsraye Tola. 
J3 Inforlllilll\s: .1110 I-Inji Ebu, Alo Tesfaye Tola nnd Ala Aman Mal11c. 
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climatic condition for crop production and rearing of livestock3 4 For instance, in 2002 there 

were more than 8000 settlers found in the BMNP. According to the park office these people havc 

been causing damage to the wi ld life of the park. Dogs which released to the park areas became a 

great threat for the life of Red FOX
35 

The Hawo, Gora, D3I'kina and Rira kebles were the areas that were s ignifi cantly impacted by thi s 

phenomena. The number of people who settl ed permanent ly in the above mentioned areas of the 

park increased through time. To red uce the furthe r infiltration of more people inside the park, 

and the subsequent damage at rhe beginning of 2000s, rhe park admini strati on worked in 

collaboration with the Bale Zone Natural Resource Development and Environmental Protecti"on , 

Goba and Dinsho woreclos. They worked on the conservat ion of the park's w ildlife resou rces. 

They tried prohibiting cattle grazing and cutting of trees for the purpose of charcoal making and 

lumber making. A lthough the park administration worked cooperatively w ith the local peop le to 

regulate rhe overall resources of tJl e park, illega l activities continued espec ially in the remote 

parts of the park. For insta nce, in 20 I I , bamboo trees were destructed by the settlers of Rira 

dawn to l-larenna forest. In most cases the loca l peop le of the 31:ea used bam boo trees for the 

construct ion of hOll ses.16 

3 ~ Debora Randall and others (eds.), pp.258-260; Frankfurt zoological Society (cd.), Ba le Mountains National 

Park: General Management Plan, 2007-2007(2007), p.6l. 

35 Addis Zemen, 1994, 6/lh year No. 235, issued Oil/he 25 '11 April, p.5; A Icttcr from the park warden to Dinsho 

Orflee (TikellleI19, 1995) , Bale Mountains Na tional Park, Folder No. 1\-14/34, File No .27.( See Appendix XIX). 

36 A leiter frol11 Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authori ty, BMN P omcc to Rim Kebele Office, (Geubo! 9,2003 

E.C), Bale Mountain Nat ional Park Omee, Folder No. 1\-38/579, File No.27.( Sec Appendix XX) . 
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Picture.4 Human settlement in the Bale mountains National Park 

Source: (Accessed from, http://www.toumq.com). 3 August 2015 

Moreover, seasonal migration of the Oromo pastoralist inside the park territory continued as an 

unreso lved problem. The pastoralists, who live adjacent to the park areas seasonally, moved to 

Harenna and Sanetti to graze their cattle especially during the dry seasons. This trend increased 

through time and still is a problem for the park administration. 37 

37 Debora Randall and others (eds.), pp.258-260. 
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Since the time of the establishment o f the park in 1970, the boundary of the park had not been 

wel l demarcated from the adj oini ng loca l people. This was an important factor which created a 

good opportun ity for the loca l people to use th e park's reso urces38 

However, the government attempted to address this prob lem by identify in g the park's boundary. 

The gove rnment' s approach was more parti c ipatory in this regard . For instance, the boundary 

revi s ions of 2008 and 2009 in the BMNP invo lved the loca l people. The 20 14 bo undary 

demarcation was made aga in in col labo ration with fi ve bordering woredas and twenty five 

surround ing kebeles. The dema rcation a imed to register the BMNP in the UNESCO li st 

permanently and thereby protect the wild life resources from human in trusion. However, the 

rev ision faced resistnnce from the inhabitants of Hari cho kebele in Adaba di strict because of fear 

of loss of farm land. Thi s refusal encouraged the remaining adjacent kebeles to go aga inst the 

government ' s plan and de lay the demarcation effo rt39 

The issue of boundary demarcati on, however, was fina ll y resolved in 2015 . The pa rk was lega lly 

gazettced on 2"'1 Febru31y, 20 15. The fo nner territory of the park which covers 2200k1112 was 

now reduced to 2 150km2
. Before the demarcati on of the park boundary started, a Committee was 

estab li shed at the woreda level. The Comm ittee cons isted of the kebele leaders surrounding the 

park area; Dinsho Woreda Adm inistration; Bale Zone Adm in istrat ion; Police fo rce and elders 

from the communi ty. Some park territories which were sett led by humans were then away and 

JS Inrormants: AIO Haj i Ebu, AID Aman Abdi and Ala Santimi Mohammed. 
39 A lctter Crom Ethiopian Wi ldlife Conservation Authority, Bale Mountains Natiotlnl Park OrJice to Dinsho 

"'areda Police Onice, (Miyazia 8, 2000 E.C), Bale Mountains National Park Omce, Folder No. t\ -49/221 , File No. 
34.( See Append ix XX I).; A letter from Oromia Regional Sta te President Orfice to the I3MNP orficc, ( Megabit 
12,2006 E.C), Bale Mounlains National Park Office, Folder No. t\ -49/221, File No.37 . 
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given to the people by the Committee. Hawo kebele in Ihe I-Iarenna forest and a few other areas 

were dec ided by the com mi ttee to be out of the park's territory40 

4.3.2 F ire inci dent in the BMNP 

One of the cha llenges that the BMN P has faced was the recurrent outb reak of fire within the 

park's terr itory. The park has encountered both man made and natura l fires. Man made fire has 

occurred frequently in the recent history of the park.41 Accordin g to informants, fire incident in 

13MNP occurred every yea r s ince its establ ishment but its cause and extent varied. For instance, 

the 199 1 and 1992 wil d fire erupted because of pastoral ists who have settled temporarily with in 

the park land. The pastoral ists had mi grated fro m Goba, Dinsho and Delo waredas. 

The inc id ent resulted in the migral ion of wild life to remote areas. 42 In add ition to thi s, the 

southern section of the park was put on fire by the local people in 1996. The demand for 

add ilional agricultural land and pasture land led them towa rds the in fr ingement of the park areas. 

Moreover [rom 1999/2000 to 2007/2008, the BMN P has also faced around 142 fire incidents. 

W ilhi n this period, 38,150 ha of the park land and its resources were damaged." 

The fire of 2000 was one of the most ser ious incidents that extremely damaged Ihe resources of 

the park. With in the yea r fire incident occurred many times in the BMNP and burnt a lotal of 

6,6 15 ha. Of Ihese the March 2000 incident was the mos t serious one and caused greater damage 

40 Negarit Gozeta, 2015, 21st year No.28 issued on 2nd February, p. 82; John Atkir and etal{ed.), p.22. 
41 Debora Ra ndall and olhers (cds.) , p.147. 
42 A leiter fromlhe Transit ional Government ofEthiopiall M inistry of Agricult ure and Environmental 

Conservat ion, W ild life to the Bale Administration Orricc, (Til" 7, 1983 E.C), Ba le Mountains National park office, 
Folder No.A-25/340, File No. 22. ( Sec Append ix XX II ); A letter from Bale Mo,!nlains National Park 10 l3a le Zone 
Admi nistra tive Orficc( Til' J 6, 1983), Bale Mountains Nationa l Park Office, Fo lder No. tt ~27/340, File No.28. 

43 A letter from Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Min istry of Agriculture and Envirolllllental 
Conservation, \Vild lilb Conservation Organization to the Bale Mountains Natiol1nJ Park, (Miyazia 3, 1988 E.C), 
Bale Mountains National park oflicc, Folder NO. I\.25 /340, Fi le No. 32 (See Appendix XXV); Informants: Alo 
Husen Wario and AlO Kedir Gcda. 
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Picture.5 People campaigned against the episode fire of 2000 

Source: Frankfurt Zoological Society Office Photo Gallery 

to the park's resources. The Sodeta camp which was built by the Ethiopian Wolf Conservation 

Programme for the purpose of research, management of the wolves and tourism promotion, was 

burned to the ground during this period. All essential equipments were destroyed and the damage 

was estimated aroiJtid 75,000 Etliiopiati Bitt. Many people were also dislocated from tlie park 

due to excessive fire . The loss of wildlife was also immense. Although the episode caused great 

damage, the accident was finally controlled by the coordinated efforts of the government atid the 

community. In the same month, wildfire burnt in nine woredas of Bale and Borena zones. It 

spread swiftly and covered large areas. More than fifty thousand hectares of land was damaged 
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by the incident. Tn Borena alone it damaged nearly 31 ha of land. In the case of13a le 26,630 ha of 

land was burnt to the ground. [t bu rnt the w ild coffee and forest adjacent to the southern part of 

the park's territory. Since the accident ca used great da mage and got out of contro l by 

govern ment requested fore ign ass istance. Accord ingly, German and South African helicopters 

arr ived in the area and made substantial aid in controlling the fire. High school and university 

stud ents, fanners, urban dwell ers and c ivi l servants also made immense co ntr ibuti on to con trol 

the ravages orthe fire44 

The fo ll owing yea r, around 6, 129 ha of the park land was damaged by an other fire acciden!. In 

2007 the park land along the eastern d irection of the Rira vill age was also destroyed by fire. The 

loca l peop le set fi re while the park workers were patroll ing on the both sides of the vi ll age. A 

tota l of220 ha of the pa rk land was burned due to the intervention of the local peop le4s 

44 Debora Randall and olhers (cds.), p.149; Addis lemen, 5 March 1992. 1'.1 and 11; Addis Zemen,13 March, 

1992,p.3and B. 
4S Debora Randall and others (cds.), p.149. 
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Picture.6 The ruin of the 2002 fire episode in the Sanetti Plateau 

Source: Frankfurt Zoological Society Office Photo Gallery 
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Picture.7 The fife incident of 2008 in the BMNP 

Source: MELCA Ethiopia photo Gallery 
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The March 20 15 fire burnt the nntional park in many di rections. The park staff and vill agers 

campa igned against the fi re befo re it expanded. Beyond its w ider range of dest ruction, the 

epi sode resul ted in the loss of a FZS co nservation ist worker ca lled Binya m Admasu and th ree 

loca l children. The pa rk warden and a few other workers escaped from th e terrible fire at a matter 

o f chance. The park admini strat ion in co ll aboration with EWCA authorit ies and the federal 

police tried to investigate the inc ident. A meeting was held in the area with community 

representatives and elders to establ ish the causes o f the li re. However, the tea m failed to identify 

th e cause. Some suspected loca l people were ca ught by the poli ce and impri soned at Ooba 

Woreda pol ice stat ion for a few days and then released. The li re also caused the destruction of 

the pri vate properties of the loca l people46 

In most cases, the pa rk land adj acent to the main road that ru ns from Ooba to Delo Mena was 

vu lnerable to fire inc ident. The ex tent of fire decreases as one goes further from the main road. 

T he land of the park which fo und between 3km to 6km on the higher a ltitude is susceptib le to the 

ravage of sudden fire. 1n other words, areas near the settl ers were less affected by the incident
47 

Similarly, areas found far from headquarter was frequently susceptible to fire. However, areas, 

nea r the headquarters were less vulnerab le to da mage caused by fi re.4s 

Loca l peop le provide different reasons for the outbreak of these fires. Fi rst, the higher areas of 

the park, especially the Sanetti and Rira areas are covered with sh rubs. I f these are not burned at 

fou r or fi ve years interval , they ex pand and create an idea l environment for th e breedi ng of 

46 ill fofman ls:A lo Marshelo Timo, AIO Kcmcr Uki and AIO Girma Urgi. 
47 Debora Randa ll and others (cds.), pp.152- 153. 
oil' Ibid.r. ISS ; Inforlllilllls: Ala Haj i Ebu Bnd Ala Husen Kcma L 
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insects that harm livestock. Secondly, the fresh grass th at sprouted fo ll owing the beginn ing of the 

rainy was important for the ir cattle. I-fence, every year loca l pastoralist set fi rc. Thi rd ly, they 

fired the bush to protect their domesti c animals from wild animals like h yena and lion. Finally, 

the settlers prov ided that, the tiny flower th at grows after the rainy season is important fo r bee 

rais ing. To encourage th is, people used fire in the park. 49 

4.4 Tourism promotion in the UMNl) under the EPRDF regime 

During the time of government change in 1991, the touri sm indu stry declined in Ethi opia. 

Consequently the number of nationa l and internati ona l visitors showed a prec ipitous decl ine. In 

the post-199Jperiod, the sector however, has rev ived and shown progress . Rehabil itat ion and 

development of faci li ti es and services whi ch serve touri sts has been the focus of the 

government' s work. Its rich wildlife resources and magnifi cent environment added to internal 

stabili ty has attracted a number of nati ona l and international tourists to the area. 50 

There is no doubt that the fl ora and fauna of the BMNP as they are fou nd in th ei r sett ing of 

incomparable scenery, offers a grea t potential to to uri sm. But lack of good fac ili ti es together 

with poor transportation access affected tour ist activi ties in th e park in the years fo ll owi ng the 

n ight of Mengistu. In 2004, the park had only one lodge with poor serv ices and this was not 

co mfortabl e for tou ri sts. T herefore, tourists were ex pected to bring their own equipm ent to stay 

49 Debora Randall and others (cds.). pp.149- 150; A letter from the Ethiopian Wolf Conservation Programme 10 

Dale Mountains Nat iona l Park, (Genbol 14, 1992 E.C), Bale Mountains National park office, Fo lder No. fl -25/340, 
rile No.43( Sec Appendix XXV I) ; A report from SCOlit inves tigation to I3MN P headquarter, ( Yekal;1 12, 1999 E.C), 
[Ja le Mountains Nat ional Park omee, Folder No k 25/340, Fil e No. 46.( See Appendix XXV II ). 

50 Martha rllld Paul Henze, Tourism in Ethiop ia: New Perspecti ves and New Prospects (Tourist Report 10 

Ethiopian tourism Commission, Bethesda, 1991), p.l . 
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there and visi t the pa rk 's wildlife resou rces and enjoy the landscape. Thi s affected tou rism's 

trend of the tim e.51 

However, nowadays the sector has showed progress . Recent da ta on tourism activity reveals that 

vis itors from different parts of the world come to visit th e park. Of these, European visito rs took 

the highest percentage fo ll owed by Africans, Americans, Midd le Eastern and Asi an tourists. 

Most of the touri sts who came to the area arrive to trek the cha ins of mountains and watch the 

varieti es of rauna. 52 

The number of both nationa l and fore ign vis itors has been increas ing from tim e to time. Most o f 

the tourists acqui red information about the park from social media and guide books and thi s 

made them to know eas ily the park's location and di stance. 53 

The promotion of tourism fl"O m th e pa rk's reso urces was one core issue of General Management 

Plan (GMP) and the park has been wo rking to achieve it si nce 2007. A three years plan was also 

developed in th e same year to promote the sector in the area. By revising the plan based on its 

success and drawbacks , a new fi ve yea rs plan was dev ised in 20 I O. The objective of the plan was 

to deve lop tourism industry in the BMNP in collaboration with th e local communiti es, pri vate 

sectors and the government. Bes ides to increase the vis itor trend and inco me gained from the 

sector through active community parti c ipation ." 

Tourism activ ity III the park has been improving the li velihood of the commun ity. There are 

locally estab lis hed associati ons, which deliver services [or those tourists who arri ve in the park . 

51 Debora Randall and olhers (cds.), p.285 ... The lodge built in early 1990s in place orthe previolls house buil t by 
a Belgian man Weerts, which had burnt down in 1982. 

" Ibid,p.28S . 
S3 Ibid, pp.288 -289; Inrorman ts: Wlro Zerayehu Endalc and A{o H usen KcmaJ. 
54 Debora Randall and olhers (cds.), p.288. 
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These include the Nyala Guide Association, Walin Jirana Wood Sellers Assoc iation , Keyrensa 

Horse Providers Associat ion, Borofa porters Associat ion, Key I(ebero Cook Association and the 

Barre Women's Associa tion. The Nya la Gu ide Associations offer gu ide services to the visitors 

within the pa rk. The members have bcen gu iding visitors based on rotat ion by crossing the up 

and dawns of the Mountains. Wal in Jirana Wood Sellers Assoc iation brought eucalyptus 

firewood from the surround ing localities and so ld it to the park. The Keyrensa Horse Providers 

Association has been renting horses to the vis itors who came to the park to see the wil dlife 

resources. The vis itors went to the remote parts of the park since crossing the Mounta ins is 

impossible with vehicles. The Borofa porters Association has been scrving the tourists by 

showing the path in the park. The members went further areas of the park . The Borefa porters 

and Keyrensa Horse Providers estab li shed at the same year in 200 1. Walin Jirana Wood Sellers 

and Nyala Gu ide were established in 20 I O. The Key Kebero Cook Association and the Bare 

Women Associat ion were established recently in 20 12 and deli vers food and locally made 

handicraft. prod ucts to tourists respectively.55 

Though the development of tourism in the BMNP is st ill in progress, the income generated is 

relative ly low owning to inadequate infrastructures and serv ices in the beginning years of 

EPRDF period. Thc lodge gives poor service and many tourists complained about it. Moreover 

there is cam p s ites des ignated for the incom ing tourists. However these s ites give poor servi ces. 

Hence most tourists are obliged to bring their own camping and cooking equ ipments. Those who 

co me to the park by public transport suffered a lot. Therefore because of these factors the 

number of touri sts and income gained dec lined for a few years. Moreover, the annual income of 

the park dec lined because of improper collection of payment at the entrance of the park . Most of 

55 lnforl11:lnts: Wlro Zer<lyehu Endale, /110 Haji Ebu and AID Girm<l Urgi. 
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the time fee at the gate of headquarters is collected by a single person. Moreover, the absence of 

a fee collector at Anges u post also affected the income of the park. 56 Nowadays the park 

authorities have been working to al lev iate the above problems in collaboration with the park staff 

and th e fede ral government . Additional fee collectors were assigned to the main gate of the park 

and the outpost Angesu. 57 

The construct ion of add itiona l lodge near the former one was launched in mid 20 15 to so lve the 

shortage of accommodation for the coming tourists. The FZS has been supporting the 

construction financially. 58 

56 Debora Randal l and olhers (eds.), p.292; Informants: W/ro Zerayehu Endare and Ala Haji Ebu . 
57 Informants: Wlro Zerayehu Endalc, Ala Haji Ebu and AfO Girma Urgi. 
58 Ibid. 
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The following table shows that the trend oftourisl11 in the BMNP during the EPRDF 

government. 

Table: 2 Post 199 1 Tourism Trend in the Bale Mountains Nati onal Park 
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Source: Bale Mountai ns National Park (GM P: 2007-20 17), Compi led and ed itcel by 

Frankfurt Zoological Society; Tourism Activities in BMN P, Tourism elata , 2014. 

As the table demonstrated, during the years of government change in 199 1 and 1992, a few 

tourists vis it ed the park. The decline in the number of tOll1'ists was due to the instability anel 

disorder that occurrecl ac ross the country following the collapse of the Derg gove rnment. But thc 

number of visitors increased through time with the restoration of peace and oreler in the country. 

Tourists used alternati ve accommodations in addition to the park 's lodge. There are standardized 

hotels in Goba and Robe towns currentl y. Therefore these hotels rendered qualified services to 

the incoming tourists. 
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The income gained from tourism activity also incrensed trough time. From J 991 La 2006 a total of 

730,777 Ethiop ian Birr was generated fro m the park's rees. Between 2007 and 2014the ineome generMed 

from the park' s fee was esti mated at 3,502,705 Ethiopian Birr. The total incomc from 199 1 to 20 14 was 4, 

233 ,482 Ethiop ian Birr. 
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Conclusion 

The Bale Mounta ins National Park is located in the southeastern part of Ethiopia within the 

chains of Bale Mountain ranges. It is enclosed within 2 150 km2 area of land and has an altitude 

ranging from 1500 to 4377m. The park is dominated by vari ous volcanic heights and endowed 

with va rious fa una and flora species . 

Although Ethiopia has great varieties of wildlife resources, these resources have been vulnerable 

to destruction in the past. D iffere nt attempts were made to contai n the destruction of wild life by 

success ive Ethiopian governments by issuing legislations. Menelik's 1908 and 1913 legislations 

and the 1944 game law passed by Emperor I-Iaileselassie were some of the legislative initiati ves 

taken by the state agai nst the ann ihilation of wildlife resources of the country. These legislations, 

however, did not significantly contain the damage to the wildli fe resources of the country. 

In the I 960s, at the request of the Emperor I-Jail Selassie, UNESCO agcnts carri ed out scientific 

studies on the w ildlife resources of the country. The agents conducted extensive survey of the 

country 's w ild life resources and recommended the establishment of nationa l parks. Accordingly, 

beginning from the mid- 1960s, several national parks were establi shed in Ethiopia. 

The BMNP was estab li shed in 1970 primarily to save the endangered Mount Nya la. Though the 

local people opposed its establ ishment, the government tri ed to get thei r acquiesce by paying 

them compensation. At other times, it took forceful measure aga inst them. In the first few years 

after its establ ishment, the park was run by expatriates and the management of the park was 

limited to areas adj acent to the headquarters of the park. Tourists began to arrive in the area 

following the park establishment. However, their numbers were few owning to lack of sufficient 

accommodat ion and poor faci I iti es of the park. 
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Following its seizure of power in 1974, the Derg tried to ri gorously enforce an exclusionary park 

policy. One way by which the Derg implemented this pol icy was thro ugh a relocation program. 

Although, the Derg's conservation policy showed sign ificant achievements in the conservat ion 

of wild li fe resources, it faced challenges on the eve of its col lapse. During thi s time, touri sm in 

the pa rk was ca rried out cooperatively with three bodies. However, the trend of tourists showed 

subsequence decl ine because of the burn ing of the lodge in 1982. 

The downfall of the Derg regIme In 1991 caused great damage to the parle Resenting the 

gove mll1ent 's exclusionary poli cy , the loca l people moved in large numbers to the park and 

destroyed many of the park 's infrastructures. Loo ting of the park 's property was common; much 

wildl ife was kill ed during thi s period of lawlessness. Furthermore, some parts of the park were 

re-occupied by the local people. 

With the arrival of EPROF, Peace and Stability Committee were established locally. These 

played a crucial rol e in contai ning the destruction of the park du ring the government change . 

Once peace and stability was restored, intemational organi zations arri ved in the area to rebuild 

the park from its deteriorated conditions. The park received financ ial support from UNDP and 

FZS during this cri tical period. 

Although the current government's conse rvat ional poli cy is more of part icipatory or community 

based than the previous governments, the park's management has conti nued to face chall enges. 

One such problem was/is the prevalence of recurrent fire incidents which have resu lted in the 

destructi on of wi ldl ife and other resources of the park. 

Nowadays non-govern mental organizat ions such as the FARM-Africa and SOS Sahel Eth iopia, 

FZS, EWCO and MELCA Ethiopia work on the conservationa l acti v ities and develo pment of 
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infrastructures within the park. The park has been recei ving support particular ly fro m the FZS. 

The BMNP is now becoming the destinat ion of many national and in ternational tourists though 

the problem of suffic ient accommodation and better faciliti es are yet to be addressed .. 
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Lists of infol'mants 

No Name ( title) Age Place of Date of Rcmad<s 
interview in terview 

1 73 Soba 22 Mar.2015 He has good knowledge about 
Abdela Husen(Alo) 12 May.20 15 the burning of the lodge and 

the ro le of Peace and Stability 
Comm i !tees establ ished during 
the period of government 
change. [-Ie wo rk ed as head o f 
Dinsho Lodge in the past. 

2 Abubeker Nure( Ato) 69 Gojera 30 Mar.20 15 He served as gua rd in the park 
from 1970 to 2005. 
Intervi ewed on the earl y 
periods of the park. 

~ Alo Batu ( Ala) 7 1 Gojera 7Apr. 2015 He has good in formation about .J 

the loss of the park's resource 
during the time of disorder and 
instabili ty. 

4 Amlin Abdi( Ato) 65 Dinsho 3 Apr.20 15 He has great dea l of 
info rmation on the loca l people 
infri ngement towards the 
resources of the park. 

S Aman H usen( Haji) 78 Hora Soba 3 Apr. 201 5 A res ident of Gaysay befo re 
the area included under the 
park and intervi ewed 0 11 the 
res istance of local people 
towards the crea tion of the 
park and the people 
interference to the park 
territory. 

6 Aman Mame(A (0) 74 [-lora Soba 23 Mar. 2015 He was one o f the member of 
6 May,201 5 Peace and Stabili ty 

Comm ittee. I-Ie is resourceful 
info rmant on the fo undati on of 
the pa rk and the destruct ion o f 
wildli fe during the fall of Derg 
regime, 

7 Areri Ari ( Ha/iJ 80 Gojera 23 Ap r. 20 15 I-Ie was interviewed on the 
park damage occurred during 
the fall of the Derg regime. 

8 Bu lo Mire (A to) 72 Hawo IS Apr.20 15 T-Ie is one of the inhabitants of 
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Hawo Kebele which 
encompassed for merl y under 
the l-larena forest. He gave 
valuable information on the 
human encroachment towards 
the park territory d uri ng the 
Der~ and ErROr regimes. 

9 Technical advi sor of FZS and 
Eban Yegezu 45 Dinsho 6 Ju n.20 15 was interviewed on the 

organi zation acti vities 111 the 
park. 

Dinsho [-Ie has good knowledge about 

10 Girma Urgi( Ala) 54 7M ay 201 5 the development of the park' s 
infrast ructure. 

1 1 l-Iaj i Ebu Siut( Ala) 63 Gojira 14 Mar. 20 15 I-Ie is head of the park' s scout. 
3 Apr.20 15 He was interviewed on the 

general aspects of the park 
since the time of foundation. 
He was del egated by the 
central authority to manage the 
park during the transitional 
period . He IS knowledgeable 
informant and has been 
working si nce 1973 . 

12 Hasen Jundi ( Ala) 59 Hawo 15 Apr. 2015 No table person adjacent to the 
Harenna forest who have good 
kno wledge. 

13 Hasen N ure( Ala) 77 Angetll 18 Apr.20 I 5 A we ll known in fo rmant on the 
destruction o f wild life In 
Harena forest during the 
transitional period. 

14 Husen Adem(Alo) 49 Dinsho 19 Ma r. 2015 He IS guard of MELKA 
Maheber N GO. I-Ie gave 
valuable comment on the 
damage agai nst the park during 
the final peri od of the Derg 
reg ime and the human trespass. 
An experie nced Frankfurt 
Zoo logical Soc iety worker and 

15 Husen Kemal (Ala) 59 Dinsho 23 Apr.20 15 interviewed on the contribution 
5 Aug.20 15 of the orga ni zation 111 the 

deve lopment o f the parie 
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16 Husen Wario( Ala) 63 I-Iawo 15 Apr.2015 [-Ie IS one of knowledgeable 
informant and gave 
informat ion on the damage of 
the park during the fal l of the 
DerR regime. 

17 Junedi Areri ( Ala) 48 Gerenba 13 May 201 5 He has bet1er information 
Oillla about the firing or damage of 

the lod rre. 

18 Kalu Sheka (A lo) 66 Kotera 20 Apr. 201 5 !-Ie gave information on the 
attitude the local settlers 111 

111anagll1g the park after 
EPROF seized political power. 

19 Kebede Tegegn( Ala) 71 Dinsho 15 Mar. 20 15 I-Ie was form er staff of the park 
2 Aug.20 15 and worked in the park for the 

past 30 years. Now he IS 

ret ired and interviewed on the 
management of the park during 
the Derg and EPRDF regimes. 

20 Kedir Geda( Ala) 55 Hawo 15 Apr. 201 5 He was a settler adjacent to the 
park and interviewed on the 

. cause of ti re incident and the 
perce ption of local people in . 
the I-Iarena area . 

2J Kedir Nesha( Ala) 44 Oinsho 12 Mar.20 15 A guard of the Fran kfurt 
zoological soc iety office. He 
gave valuable information 
about the fi re inc ident occurred 
during the current regime. 

22 Kemer Uki( Alo) 48 Meskel 12 Mar.201 5 I-Ie IS one of the important 
Darki na informants who gave valuable 

comments about the 
luanagen1ent of the park 
particularl y during the Derg 
and EPRDF regimes. I-Ie has 
been as pa rk worker since 
1996. 

23 Kema I J-I asen( Hoi i ) 67 Rera 27 Mar.2015 He was in terviewed on the 
cause of fire inc ident that 
frequcntly occurred in Sanetti 
and I-I arena fores t III the 
history of the park. 

24 Mama Buna( Ala) 67 Geysay 8 Apr. 20 15 I-Ie has better information 
about the interaction of the 
local people with the pa rk. 

25 Mamo Mi re( Ala) . 68 Hawo 15 Apr. 2015 I-Ie was interviewed from the 
sou thern sect ion of the park 
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terri tory. He gave valuable 
comment on the indi scriminate 
destructi on of wildlife during 
the time of in stability. 

26 Marshalo Temo( Haji) 72 Sanett i 27 Mar.2015 I-Ie gave important comment 
on the major threats against the 
red fox and fire incident 
usually started from the Sanetti 
as well as the att itude of the 
surrounding people towards 
the park duri ng later two 
reg imes. 

27 N uro Ked ir( Sheki) 70 Gaysay 3 Ap r. 20 15 He is knowledgeable about the 
conservationa l approach under 
the De!"?, regime. 

28 Santim i Mohammed( 68 Gasaye 19 Mar.2015 A knowledgeable informant 
Alo) 29 Jul.20 15 who intervi ewed on the over 

a ll aspects of the park. He has 
been within the park si nce the 
time of Weerts 's sheep 
farm ing project and he was 
employed as worker under thi s 
project. 

29 Tesfaye To la( Aw) 38 Dinsho 18 May 2015 Heads of MELKA Maheber 
NGO and was interviewed on 
the roles of GOs in the 
de velopmcnt acti vi ties of the 
park. 

30 A knowledgeable inFormant 
Tulu Mama( Ata) 78 Hora Soba 7 Apr. 2015 who gave comments on the 

destruction of the park and 
wi ldli fe during the Derg 's 
col lapse. 

31 He was one of the Peace and 
Usman Nure( I-Jaji) 74 Dinsho 5 May. 20 15 Stability COl11mittee and 

interviewed on the situation in 
the pa rk and near headq uarters 
during the government change. 

32 Zerayehu Endale 29 Dinsho 16 May 2015 She has good knowledge about 
(W/ro) the park's tourism trend in 

cu rrent governmen t. 
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Guyyaa 12/6/99 

Waajjira P a arkii Garreewwan Baalccliif. 
DHnshoo 
~-.----. 

DhiII! rni: - Gabaas a ibidda Aa naa Goobba a ganda Rira k e c ssaan 
ka'e ilaala. 

I< u n is gl.lyyaa 5 j 6 j 99 ga nela r~ i ra kall" t l.ii b,; I1 ,,;:, la r,; m aq;.wn I\dela " 
Qo tiin sa j cdha mu g uulm t l i Bosonni !:iaa loo la ra hcc kt.aara 60 0 1 k ill 
ta 'u gu bee d h aam ee jim . 

. Akkasumas ' naan n oo luqamc kan a l!Talt i ji 'a ela bre ' kcessa kan 
gubaLee ji rl.l heekLaara 40 ni La'a . Ganduma kana ka lialLii kaabaa ti ill 
'Iala mnqaa n adelaa Gaa ra Babarichaa jedha m ll ha nga I(aa rm Di im " " 
[i Gac:. , a WaaSJ.a ba taa j edhamu ~ti la ia bosonaH saatootiin urfifa m(' 
l-i e i(Caa ra 10 0 01 ka n ta'u guba tee jira. \:}:"c> 

VV\r 
" Akkasumas Gaara Riraa karaa konkolaaLaa Irraa ga ra d hi haatti (20 01 

kan t(.l'U gllbatce d h aamc r: J,n!. I\ kka sumas guyyan 9;6j9l)t ti 
u mmalic h" gandaa wa litt i qabsi ifnct' gorsa ba r baac h isull fi 
or'et:gg.''J !l~"!,'~O ini kcnn inec way ta Ill.'l.i biraa sosochonll sa 'aLii 10:00 
wayta ( ga nd uma Riraa 'eldoo Tooyuu jeh amu ir ra;J itt.. qa l>a rn c<: 
"": ' 1&i"c,,!"'8ni d h aam ee .I ,r" . 

Wa'umaa galatLi /\ana:·\ (;oy b ha:' C;lI·" .. , 1~I,.aa kccssaLti lalli hce kta",.:1 
1 .. U.I oliLl i ! il m aamamu k :-, n b()s~)J1<'; C::Ja looLiin u lTiramc gubachull 
I>J.J8nnee j irra . Ak kasu m<.3 Sc:b2 b ni !SCl2 ka!1 Itu ba n nc 

I . Saatoon odoo hin gll hal ir W: IGf>.',:1 afuriif s h a n yoo ru re raa mm o 
ho r,H:1 , ?aammo·')n r.orii isaoni i waan ajj e'cssuuf n i gubu. 

2. I--ldo()n gu bale dhccda f'o n Lilf baay 'ee gaarii d h a jcclhu 
J. Wa raabessi keessath ga lee horii nu ja laa nyaara jcdhu 
4 . Yeroo Saatoo gud d clO n gu ba te h:uo fti b iqilu kin n isn i Abaaboo 

gaarii arga ta kan jedhan i dh a. 

'Zanaafuu yaann i ib id ic haa llarnoo nn i '.okko Lokko La 'e jed h anii kan 
[!ll baCl j iran w:-ran t;]'cd gam a '>C'e raatiin hordoffi in c imaan itti 
g" ' ':'-;~~ ~lr:!UU qc.lba kan J (~d! ·I \ .. l g3b::l<-.! ... ·a ,';' IY'\ r! kanulnaa n ni dhf ba. 

< , 

N:g~:!~~: 
Hajjii Eb!lU 

r;G/ rskaawutootaa 
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