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Ab stract 

In Ethiop ia, internal child trafficking is a growing yet di sregarded phenomenon. Children 

arc traffi cked from rural areas to urban areas. However, it is difficult to know the 

magnitude of the problem due to the absence of comprehensivc and reliable data as well 

as the in access ibility of the victims. Due to the increased preva lence of child traffickin g 

and the absence of comprehensive and reliable data on it in Ethiop ia, the study has tried 

to assess th e factors that directly contribute to the vulnerabi~ity of children to trafficking, 

to exp lore the consequences of trafficking and to examine the exist ing policy framework 

in Cheho Woreda (Ywezhe kebele, Buchach kebele, Emd ibir. Gubre), Gurage Zone and 

Add is Ababa . The assessment of the effects is made through qualitative methods. The 

fin dings show th at there are three main interrelated fac tors (economic, soc io-cultural and 
·i • 

demographi c) that are common among the trafficked children. In the research areas, most 

o f th e chil dren are forcefully taken to Addis Abab,\ for th e jJurpose of engaging them as 

domestic workers to generate income to the household at an ear ly age due to low family 

il lco me. In addit ion to, the findin gs id en tify frequent form s o f exp loitation through the 

proccss o f traffick ing in Addis Ababa such as labom, ph ys ical, sex ual , and psychological 

cx ploitati on. But the most serious aspect o f chil d expl oitati on is labour exp loitation that 

c'( poses children to physical , sexual, and psychological -explo itation . Based on th e 

fi ndings, Ethiopia has not ratified the major UN and I LO in struments 'vvh ich are relevant 

to th e iss ue o f trafficking in children . In add it ion to th is, th ere is lack of a comprehensive 

na tional po li cy and a comprehensive law th at addresses th e issue of trafficking in 

chil dren. Moreover, the .,study find s out th at th ere are very f'cw relevant organizations that 

have pos it ively intervened in child traffi cking. Th e study ~ll ade LI se of the Convention 

again st the Transitional Organi zed Cri me also cal led the Palermo Convention of 

traffi ckin g to describe th e cases o f tra ffi cked children. Moreover, it \Vas relevant to use 

th e Gend er-responsive, Hum an Ri ght s. Mi gra tion B~\ s e cl f\ pp ro()ches to describe some of 

the rac tors th at contribute to chil d traffi ck ing. Crimi ll al Ju stice, J-ium()n Ri ght Based 

Approaches and the nati onal lega l framewo rk arc rele\ ant to oppose the consequences of 

traffi ck in g on trafficked children. The Mu ltidi sc iplinary Aj)proach is also relevant th at 

dec ision makers shou ld consider child ren ri ght s ill \ic lims o(· tr:1 ffick in g. 
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CHAPTER 1: General Background 

1.1 Introduction 

Children suffer from poverty and from social injustices in many countries. They are a 

powerless segment of the society, who often become the foremost victims of natural and 

man-made hardships. By considering these facts, the United Nations sought solutions that 

would enable children to grow protected from conditions which would put their nonnal 

growth and development at risk (CAD-ET 2002: 1). 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted by the General Assembly of the United 

Nati ons guarantees legal provisions for the protection of chi Idren against abuse, neglect and 

ex ploitation. The responsibi lity for development, protect ion and sociali zation of children is 

primaril y given to the govemment and then to families since both are the best and the most 

appropriate environments for children to grow and to attain n01111al development (CAD-ET 

2002). D espite these requirements, the unfortunate conditions of children are gradually 

gettin g worse in every region of the world. Cases of child trafficki ng have been reported in 

South Asia, in SOllth - East Asia. and in Eastern Europe, wit h the patterns of trafficki ng in 

the Ameri cas and in the Caribbean on ly now beginn ing to emerge. South Asia, South - East 

Asia, Ccn tra l and West Africa show particularly hi gh num bers (J LO 2003: 5) . 

December 2000 desp ite its incl usion in a num ber of in ternat ional legal agreements, 

inc luding some of the fir st hu man ri ghts treat ies . Various de fi nit ions wcre proposed and 



adopted , intended to reflect the priorities and perspectives of their promoters. Until very 

recentl y, the tellllS "trafficking" and "smuggling" were often used interchangeably by 

governments and international organizations (Gallagher 2002: I 0). 

In 2000, th e United Nations adopted the Convention against Transnational Organized 

Crim e, a lso called the Palenno Convention and two protocols. These are protocols to 

prevent, to suppress and to punish trafficking in persons, especially women and children; 

and a protoco l against the smuggling of migrants by land , by sea and by air. Thus, 

di stincti o n is made between trafficking on the one hand and mi grant smuggling on the other 

(Bhabha and Zard 2006 :6). However, this thes is has adopted the following traffi cking 

dcfiniti on to guide th e scope of the stud y. Traffi ck ing in persons is defined as: 

"The recruitment, transportation, trallsfer, harborillg or recelptll1g of 
persons, by means of the threat or use of force or oth er forms of coercion, of 
abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of 
vulllerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve 
th e consent of a person having control over another person for the purposes 
of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a mil1il11l1l11, the exploitation of 
fh e pros fitulion of others or other forms of sexual eJ.p!oiratiol1, forced labor 
or services, slavery or practices similar to s!m ·eJY , SeJ"\"iflide or the removal 
of o rga J/ S" (Bhabha and Zard 2006:6) . 

for this st udy, ch ild trafficking refers to the recruitm ent. tran spo rta tion , transfer, harboring 

or l"CCeipt ing of chi ld ren that takes pl ace within Eth iopia, not across borders. 

According to Child R ights Convent ion, a child is recogn ized as a perso n under 18, unl ess 

nati onal laws recogni ze the age of majo rity ea rli er (CY FWO 1992 :37). For thi s study, I 

refer children whose age is un cl er 18. 
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':=-In the case of Ethiopia, intemal child trafficking is a growing yet disregarded phenomenon. 

As a Forum on Street Children Ethiopia- FSCE (2007) repOlt shows, 1558 children (505 

boys and 1053 girls) were taken to Addis Ababa from different regions of the country 

between 2004 and 2006. 

Due to the increased prevalence of child trafficking and the absence of comprehensive and 

reli abl e data on it in Ethiopia, the study has tried to find out the factors that directly 

contri bute to the vulnerability of children to trafficking, to explore the consequences of 

traffi cki ng and to examine the existing policy framework in Cheha Woreda , Gurage Zone 

and Addi s Ababa. I s el~cted Cheha Woreda for thi s stud y because a large number of 

chil drcn (especi all y girls) are reported by Wolkite Chil d Protect ion Unit (CPU) to have 

been forcefull y taken. According to the FSCE- CPU the problem of child trafficking is 

hi ghl~ ' pre\'a lent in Addis Ababa. Cheha Woreda is on e of the Gurage Zone Woredas which 

is located -+58 kill from the Regional Town (Awassa); 185 km from Addis Ababa, and 30 

km s from Wolkite. Thus, this study paper assesses th e nature and the extent of child 

traffi cking in these areas. 

1.2 Proble m Statement 

Etiliopi;! is among those cou ntri es where internal traffick ing of chi ldren has become a 

pIT\;\knt an d a steadil y increasin g practi ce (AGR INET 2003, .\lCDP 2004 and FSCE 

20(3) 11 0 \\ eve r, it is difficult to know the magnitude of th prob lem clu e to the absence of 

comprl'ilensive and reli able data as \vell as the inaccess ibilit y of the victims. Studies 

condllcted by NGOs in the area sllgges t that inteill al chil d trafficking is grad ually becoming 

a seri ous prohl elll in the cOll ntry. 

3 



The number of cases reported to FSCE located at the Addis Ababa Bus Temlinal (Autobus 

Tera) in the years 2004 -2006 is indicated below. 

Trafficked children, 2004-2006 

Regions Boys Girls Total 

SNNPR 161 348 509 

Amhara 171 330 501 

Oromia 143 300 443 

Tigray 13 19 32 

Afar 0 12 12 

Somalia 0 4 4 

Benisangul Gumuz 0 1 1 

Addis Ababa 9 29 38 

Gambella 0 1 1 

Harari 4 5 9 

Dire Dawa 4 4 8 

Total 505 1053 1558 

Source: FSCE (CPU), 2007 

The above figures only include those cases reported to the CPUs of FSCE and police 

stati ons . Accordin g to the counse lor at FSCE-CPU, there are many children who are 

traffick ed from the Regions to Addi s Ababa wh ich are secretly undertaken by transporters, 

employers, famil y members and relati\·es. Such kinds of cases are not reported to CPUs. 

A legal ex pert \\ilh the 10M's cOLl nt('r- traffi cking unit in Add is Ababa says that in tern al 

traffi ck ing of children in Etniop ia is one of the hi ghest in the wo rld , approximately 20,000 

each year (IJUl\ ~cws 20(5) . The expert further points out that around two-thirds of the 

chil dren arc sold for nplo itation by brokers \\ho take a sha re of the ch ild's earnings. whil e 

one-thi rd is traCli ckcd by fri ends and famil y. 

4 
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The problem is hi ghly prevalent in the Merkato area, which is a major commercia l center in 

Addis Ababa. This is also th e area where the cross country bus terminal is located. As 

reported by the FSCE, the cross- country bus and truck drivers start the deal by transportin g 

the children while brokers, pimps and brothel owners close the deal at the receiving end . 

On average, each brothe l in M erkato accommodates 5 to 10 children invol ved in sex ual 

exploitat ion (FSCE 2006; 11-1 2) . 

Study findings on the magnitude of women and chi ldren trafficked w ithin Ethi opi a, 

AGRINET (2003) , discover that most of the respondents were chi ldren aged 10- 18. They 

were victims of coercion, or, deception that resulted in exp loitative worki ng cond itions. 

Brokers and/ or pimps take yo un g girl s from rural areas to gain income frolll bar owners 

and "ba lukas" . Thi s study furth er shows that th e victims of trafficking beco me sociall y 

iso lated, stigmat ized, get exposed to physical trauma and health hazards and face ph ys ical, 

economic , emotional as well as sex ual abuses. 

Recentl y. 10M cond ucted a study in different parts of Ethiopia, namely, Addi s Ababa, 

Bahir D ar, Awassa . Arba M inch (l l1d Dire Dawa . The stud y indicates that th e major 

purposes of int ernal tr (l ffi ckin g are to engage children in dom estic work, as " 'eavers in the 

tradi tion a I wea\ 'i ng i nd ust ry. and as prost i tutes in major R egional towns as we ll as .A. dd i s 

Ababa (J OM 2006: 1 I). 

According to the FSCE jo urnal. police records reveal th at ch il dren who became \' iC lims of 

abducti on got injured and impaired C()J' the purpose o f begg in g. Others are held in bo ndage 

5 



and are forced to work against their will. These children are exposed to starvation, 

confinement, physical violence and overwork. In the case of girls, the most distressing 

experi ence they face is sexual abuse and exploitati on (FSCE 2006:4) . 

Therefore, conducting a study on intem al child trafficking is important because little is 

known about the problem and little has been done to address it. This study reveals 

economic, socio- cultural and demographic characteri sti cs of trafficked children in Gurage 

Zone Woredas in order to understand th eir specifi c context. 

1.3. Objectives of the study 

1. 3.1 General objective of the study 

To assess fac tors th at directl y contri bute to the vu lnerab ility of children to traffickin g, to 

ex plore the consequences of trafficking and to examine the ex isting policy frameworks and 

their implementation with the concerned bod ies in combating child trafficking in Cheha 

Woreda , Gurage zone (specifically at fo ur research sites) and Addis Ababa. 

1.3.2 Specific objectives of the study , 
$ To discover the major economi c, soc io- cultura l and demographic factors that directl y 

contribu te to the vulnerabi lity of children to tra ffi ck ing 

To fi nd out the consequences oftra lTickill S 0 11 ch ildren 

o To examlllC the ex istin g IXllicy/ lcgisb li\ c I'ramework and th eir concrete 

implernentations and to un derstand the contri bution of go \·e rnment and non-government 

organizations found in C heha Wore(/a (spec i f1ell ly at fo ur research sites) and Add is 

Ababa in preventi ng child trarflck ing ,lilt! rehabili tating the victims of trarricking. 
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1.4. Choice and justification of the study areas 

1.4.1 Why Cheha Woreda 
, 

Cheha Woreda has been selected as an origin area for the stud y because of the following 

reasons. F irst, as the counselor at FSCE-CPU in Add is Ababa states the majority of the 

children (especially girls) trafficked from Gurage Zone to Addis Ababa are to be engaged 

in do mestic works compared to other areas of th e SNNPR. As the report of Wolkite's 

poli ce station-CPU police officer also revea l, the Gurage Zone has nine Woredas and the 

largc number of children (especiall y girl s) are taken from Cheha Woreda to Addis Ababa 

Jnd oth er towns to be engaged in domestic serviccs compared to other Woredas. Second, 

Ill ost poor fam ili es consider their children as so urces of inco me. They send their chi ldren to 

th e urban areas to be engaged in dom estic wo rk with no access to education; no any 

freedo m to move from place to place, and wo rking long hours in poor conditions. The 

fa mi lies receive chi ldren's monthl y or yearl y sa lary through relatives or neighbors. 

So, famili es rely more on them, and the work of chil dren is a critical component of family 

surv iva l. Tbird , as the service givers (FSCE and OPR1FS) , at the destination area and the 

Wo lkite 's police station-CPU confirm, based on th e pro fil es oCthe trafficked children from 

(jlJl~l ge Zone Woredas indicated ; while the\' "'orkcd as do mesti c workers, they were 

phys ica lly and emotiona ll y mi streated by their employers, They were ex posed to 

imprisonment , malnouri shm ent, heavy wo rk load . ph ys ical and sexual assault. 

\\ 'i thi 1 the study :1 rea, I selec ted four resea rch sites. Due to limitations of avail abl e fin ancial 

reSOll 'ces and ti me constr:1i nts, I could !lot choose additi o ll~d si tes. 
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] conducted a week-long preliminary study to select research sites with the above 

mentioned criteria. I wanted to ensure, the research sites wo uld be known for their high rate 

of child trafficking. The sites met these considerations and were chosen as a stud y area. I 

li ved at Emdibir (Woreda town) throughout the stud y peri od. I chose thi s place because I 

could gather data about the Woreda easily and effecti vely, and it was possible to move to 

the nearb y research kebele, Ywezeye, which was a 30 minute walk from the town. I also 

se lected Gubre for conducting the study, and I gathered data frol11 Buchach kebele, which 

was a 20 minute walk distance fro m Gubre. These keheles were selected since they are 

usuall y affected by drought and they are known as food defi cient areas compared to other 

areas. Because of thi s, there is seri ous poverty whi ch xpos s chi ldren to traffickin g in 

these areas. 

1.4.2 Why Addis AbabaR 

I chose Addis Ababa as a destination area because acco rdin g to the service givers (FSCE 

and OPRTFS) , the problem of child trafficking is hi ghl y preva lent in the city since it is 

assum ed by rural people as the best place fo r improv ing oll e's li fe eas il y. Due to thi s, the 

Ilumber of chil dren who are engaged in dom esti c wo rk is increas in g. There is also 

percepti on of th urban people that the GlIroge people are hard work ing and th ey are 

preferred fO I dOl1l estic work with low payment. Therefo rc. lhere is a hi gh demand for 

dOlllcs ic \\ orkers fro l11 the Gurage Zone in Addi s Ababa. Finally, those Gurage who 

migrate and who li\"C in .Add is Ababa ha\·e a great in ll uencc 0 11 the process of traftickin g 

chi ldren \\"hil e they go to their hom eland durin g Mesko / (Inri /l rc/a. 
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1.5. Research Methods 

To attain the objectives of the study, two methods of data co llecti on were used: secondary 

and primary. 

1.5.1. Data Collection Techniques 

a. Secondary data 

Documents related to child trafficking in general and internal trafficki ng in particular were 

rev iewed. Re levant boo~s, joumals, magazines, repOlis, on lin ~ sources, unpublished 

documents and literatures on intemational and national legal provi sions were assessed and 

uti I ized for co mparative understanding. 

b. Primary data collection 

first co nsidcred ethical issues in the data coll ecti on process. I asked infornlants ' 

w illingness and co nsent to co nduct the intervi ews, to tape reco rd th c interviews and to be 

photographed . T he data gathering procedure was completely based on the informants' 

consent. T he techniques employed include non parti c ipant observations, key informant 

interviews, case studies , and focus group discussions. The groLlnd s [o r using the3e methods 

are to cross-check the validity and reliability of the data throu gh tri angul ation. 

11. Observation 

I stayed for abo ut forty days in Abegoze Hotl e whi ch IS found in Emdibir and I made 

frequ ent visits at the research sites. I observed factors that co ntributed to the child 

traffickin g. I also made frequent visits to Add is Ababa where chil d ren stay in shelters of 

both FSeE and OPRIFS in ord er to observe the service given to th em. 
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At the research sites, I s~w the way o f life, how parents raise their ~hildren , how they ca re 

for them, provide for them, send children to school , sending to school and ass igning 

household chores . I observed th at most children are attending school by shift program and 

are helping their parents with household chores. Some are engaging in petty trade selling 

fruits, chewing gum and po li shing shoes before or after school to support their famil y. I 

also observed that children arc wo rkin g in another person's home giving care to a baby or 

doing household tasks with 10- I 5 Birr per month given to parents. I also observed that 

some children do not attend schoo l due to economic difficulti es . Finall y, I observed 

children who were reu nited with parent s returned to schoo l. 

I usuall y walked to sec th e com llluni ty settings as a who le. J wa lked to th e research sites (to 

the adjacent keheles) eve ry da)'. I obse rved that schoo ls arc constructed ncar each kehe/es. I 

also observed that there is land sca rcit y in th e research areas which has a great con trib ution 

to household poverty and then to child trafficking. Most of the pop ul ati on are farm ers who 

have small plot of lands consisting of enset , coffee and chat next to their houses. They 

depend on ellset produ cts and coffee for their daily consumption. Some are engaged in 

different ac tiviti es nea r th e towns to supplement income to the househo ld. There arc Ill any 

, 
children li ving in th e houses and pl aying in th e vi ll ages . 1 spent some time at the bu stati on 

where chat, tea and bread arc also so ld to the passengers and other customers. Thi s 

enviro nl11 ent enab led me to co ll ect data on different cond iti ons o Ctile fac tors th at contri bu te 

to chil d traffi cking. 

One day. J took a gi rl to Wo lk ite from Addis Ababa FSC - - CP . 1 ga \'e her to the Police 
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officer at Wolkite police station . I observed kebele police officer who reunited her with her 

family. I had a good intervi ew with her. She was one of the informants for my case stud y. 

In Addis Ababa, J frequently visited both the centers, namely FSCE and OPRIFS . I 

observed how the FSCE's counselor and the OPRIFS 's counselor gave assistance and 

treatment to the victims of traffi cking at the Drop-In Center. They gave pro fessional 

counseling to the children and ass isting with contacting the children 's family by ask in g the 

children to tell them the ir famili es' address. Those who did not want to go back to their 

homes or w ho afraid to do so prov ided false addresses . 

From observati o n, FSCE,shelte r is located far from th e FSCE-CPU .offic e in AUlobus rem . 

It is loca ted at a po li ce st(l ti on w hi ch docs not acco mmodate to children, espec ia ll y for g irl. 

This is beca use th e compound is crowded by policemen and o th er peopl e. I observed that 

the counse lo r ass igned th e o ldes t children to look after the younger ones to stay in the 

compound . T he gi rl s are immediate ly referred to OPRIFS because th ey ha ve no ca re takers. 

The shelter has one bed room s for boys and one bed room for g irl s. There is also one small 

room whi ch is used for wa tchin g TV . The she lte r consists of victim s of abu se and 

exp loita ti on inc ludin g traffick ing. On th e contrary, OPRIFS shelter is the most child 

fr iendl y pl ace w hi ch consists of a shelter, m eal, co un seling room , informa l ed ucati on room , 

ph ys ical exerc ise, handi c raft s, p laying games, toil ets, shower and a TV program fo r victim s 

of traffi ck ing and other abuse. The pl ace onl y prov ides services for girl s. C hildren come to 

th e shelt er (p rovided by FSCE o r OPRJFS ), and th ey are very qui et, shy and re luctant to 

m ix with others for a number o f da ys . Thi s is du e to th e psycho logical v iolence th ey have 
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experienced . In addition, the very fact that they arc a li enated from their families and people 

they know cause unbearable consequ ences on their soc ial interaction . The vi sit I made to 

the shelter verifi ed thi s. I saw children were too shy and quiet and could not play with the 

other children because of the language barrier. I also observed pictures on the board and 

photo album of trafficked children when they reunited with their family in both offices . 

B. Key informant interviews 

I conducted fifty-two key informant interviews from both study areas. They were aimed at 

obtaining the perspectives o f peop le on th e issues central to the study. The key informants 

were those who are aware of th e process o f child traffickin g (the recruitment, 

transportati on, transfer, harborin g, or, receiptin g o f children) at the on glll and at the 

des tinati on areas. They also told me abo ut fa ctors th at contribute to child traffi ck ing, 

conseq uences and other related issues. 

The interviews conducted we re with til e conce l"l1 ed bodi es working on child traffi cking 

sLi ch as eightecn governm ent org;lIl i7.at ions staff (o ne Children Affair Depaliment , four 

po li ce force and two judi cia ry bod ies on the ha ndling of traffi cking cases, especiall y 

professiona ls working in the area , three teachers, two IYoreda ad mini strators, t'vvo hea lth 

bu reau sta ff, one education burea u staff and three agricul ture offi cers) and fourteen non­

go ve rnm ent organi za ti ons staff ( three FSCE. three OPRIFS , two JOM, one ANNP AN, 

four GPSDO and one Zplla orga ni l'.at ions). The interviews conducted wit h two form er 

traffickers was app lied puq)osively to get informa ti on abou t how and why they had done so 

and wheth er thev had lr(lffid: ed children for th e purpose of forced labor. or, for seXU(l] 
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ex plo iUltion I' both. Fi e co mmunity leaders were interviewed at th e origin area eml-

stru ctured, Ul1 stl'uctu re(\ an c! in form al interv iew were used to co llect the daLa. 

In add ition , I co nciucted fi fteen in terviews in Add is Ababa, ten with the re idents and fiv e 

with brokers t ge t informa tio n on the hi gh demand of female house ma id The FS E 

co unse lor hclpeci me to se lec t / Idrlis K elell l({ sub-city ince th e "rca is neal' the bus terminal 

;lIl el highl y known lor rece iving tra ffi cked childrcn from rmal areas . 

C C({se .' ·IIIe/ies 

I gath ered info lll1<lli on from twenty children of whi ch three chi ldren we re from OPR IFS in 

Addi s j\haba with th e ass istance of a counselor, since it is forb idd en to interview victim s. 

Thi s mad e the info rm ~l nt be free to ex press th eir fee lings and life histori es. Thi s enabled 

me to get as much inform ation as poss ible from the informan t ' ex pcri cnces. In terviews 

with fOll r childrcn werc conducted by me. One intervi ew was co nducted with a girl whom I 

took to th e stud y area that I mentioned before. I took th e gir l from FSCE-CPU to get 

inform ati on with the po li ce for reunification in Wolkite CPU. The oth er twelve were 

conducted with reunited ch ildren who are now leading good li ves and attend ing school at 

th e stud y area. I made contact with them throu gh a retuming committee of Emdibir 

Elementary School, Ywezeye Elementary School and Abba Fransewa Mulu Elementary 

Schoo l in Gubre. 

The life hi stori es were mainly foc used on the soc io-cu ltural and economi c conditions of the 

children before and after they were taken . The process o f child traffi cking was described 
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dur·ing the intervi ew. They sharc th eir fo rill er experiences, th eir life tyle , thcir j ()h~ th cy 

were engaged in and th e c nscqu cnce:. 

I also intervi ewcd casc studi es \\ ith t\\·cnty parents who curre ntl y n 1 th eir childr·cn to 

Addi baba throu gh rc lati ves or ncighb r . Duri ng th e interviews, the proces ' (lild fa ctors 

o f' tra ffi ckin g was explaincd. 

0. FOCI/s CroujJ f)isC l/s. iOlls IF(; f)s 

Group di sc uss ions were held in the tu dy areas. An adult F D was co nducted compos ing 

I 

o f commun ity members at Gubre, governm ent o ffi cials at Yewezhe Keh 'le, and bu 

termin al workers in Add is Ababa . These three fo cus gro up disc uss ions with 8- 10 

part icipants ill each group we re aim ed at getting in fo rm ati on on th e general s ituation of the 

as th e traffi ck ing process and the fac tors that contr ibuted to chi ld traffi ckin g. 

I used a tape reco rd er durin g th e key in form ant interviews and FGD and a camera to take 

pi ctures that depi cted factors con tribute to child traffi ck ing at th e research sites . [ took 

some pictures in the research sites but I cou ld not take picture of the serv ice givers' shelters 

for victims in Addi s Ababa because it was not all owed by the staff 

1.5.2 Data Analysis 

The analysis of the quali tati ve data began with the reading and re-readi ng of th e fi eld notes 

in order to organi ze them themati call y. The find ings that were obtained fro m the qualitative 

method were tra nscri bed, translated and categorized. Then in the ac tua I wri te up, th is data 

was described and analyzed. The descriptive ana lysis was carri ed out by comparin g the 
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findin gs and analyzing them in regard to th e extent of the intemal chi ld tra ffickin g, th e 

causes and consequences, th e rehabilitati on process o f the vict ims, the lega l provi sions at 

the intel-nati onal and nat ional leve ls, and the approaches to the analysis of th c chil d 

trafficking which were q plored in the related literature review. 

1.6. Significance of the study 

The findings of the thes is have theo reti ca l as well as practical significance. Thi s mi cro leve l 

study is expected to give insight s to understand ing the magnitude of child tra ffi ck ing in th e 

Gurage Zone in particul ar and in Ethiop ia in general. 

The stud y is expected to raise soc ietal awa reness of child traffickin g, to identi fy th e fa ctors 

th at contribute to thi s prob lelll and to und erstand the chall enges faced by the chil dren. In 

du e course, it is hoped th at th is study wi" help to prevent child traffick ing at a ll C:l ti onal 

leve l. Jt may also have some contr ibuti on to the formulati on of appropri ate po li cies for 

preventing, redu cing and controlling th e probl em of trafficking. These poli cies will help th e 

concern ed bodies to foc us on th c 1'0 t ca uses of child trafficki ng rather than giving attenti on 

to the observed problem s. In additi on to thi s, the policies will fac ili tate to have fUl1her 

stud ies on the problem since there is a lack of relevant and comprehensive data on the 

probl em ofintemal child tra ffi ck in g. 

1.7 Limitation of the study 

The result o f thi s study docs not full y represent traffick ed chil dren of th e Cheil a lI'oredo. 

the Gu ragc Zone and Addi s Ababa du e to the lim it ati on o f ti me and fi nancial constraInt 
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One spec ific limitation o f th is stu dy was th at it was impossible to interv iew peopl e 

in vo lved in the process of child tra ffi cking, such as those invo lved in the recruitment, 

transportati on, transfer, harboring and rec ipients of children, to prove the infomlati on. In 

addition, those who were invo lved in the study were supposed to get financial assistance 

from me but I was not able to do so. Moreover, it was also challenging to find children in ., . 

their work settings since the proces o f traffi cking is undertaken secretl y. 

Finall y, there was diffi culty in fin cl in ) li terature n the topic because littl e re earch ha 

been done. The case of tra ffi cki ng in a 'ourt of law was also not found incc th e case has 

not been reported as a crimin al activi t . 

Thus, there is a need o f conducting I"urlhcr research in order to cond uct c mpl elll entary 

stud ies on factors th at cont ribute 10 child tra ffi cking and can equences o f tra ffi cking on Ihe 

victims on different kebeles al th e origin area. 
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Chapter 2: Description of the Study Areas 

2.1 The Gurage Zone 

This study is concerned wi th chi ld traffickin g in heha Woreda , which is in th e LIra 'e 

Zone of the Southern Nati ons, ationalities, and People's Regional State ( PR). 

Accord ing to the Gurage Zone Adm inistration (2006), the Gurage people occupy ma inly 

the beautifu l semi - mountainous part f the country which is currently known a. Gurage 

Z ne. Thi s zo ne is located in th e we tern part of central Ethiopi a; and at the same time, it is 

th nOlt hern tip o f th e reg ion. Th e zo ne is bordered in the south by Hadiya , in th e we t, in 

north and in cast by OrOllli a Regional tate, and in the south-cast by Kembata !\Iaba and by 

Tembaro (KAT). Thc G III"O,f!, C' peoplc' homeland xtends to the Awash Ri ver in th north , 

th e Gibe River (a tribut ary of th e 0 111 0) to th e south -west and Lake Ze way to th e ea t 

(Worku 2006: 25). 

!\ study whi ch \Va condu cted ill th e Scha/-bel Glirage by The urage Peo pl e ' s Se lf-help 

Development Organi zati n (G PSDO) in co ll aborati on with th e Save th e hildren Denm ark 

indi catcs th at th e Gurage Zone is composed of nine di stri cts ::lIld one provi iona! to\ 'n 

muni cipa liti es of \Vo lkit e (G PSDO and SeD 2005: 12). As the Gurage Zo ne Adl1l ini tration 

report (2006) states, Wolkite, whi ch is 158 kms frolll Addis Ababa , on th e Addi s Ababa 

.Ii mma road. is th e capi ta l o f th e lo ne. The majo\' ethni c groups of th e zone arc Gurage. 

Kebena and 1areko. The Gurage Zone has natu ral as well a hi stori ca l touri t attraction 

arcas. 

Based on th e census data 1994. th e 70ne has an e tilll ated total popul ati on o f 2.224.: 15. of 

which 1,078.965 were Illales and I, I 4 ,3 50 were felll ales: 139.49 1 or 6 3% or it s 
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populati n were urban dwell ers. With an estimated area r 7 992 .22 sq uare kilometers, 

urage zo ne has an estimated populati on density or 278 .3 1 pe pi e per square kilometer 

(CSA 200 ). 

The Gu rage groups speak a collection or Sem iti c languages and di alects, co llectively 

known as Gurage, but they are divided into at least three sub gr ups known as Northern , 

Eastern and Western Gurage, mainly the Sebat-bet and 0 Jo t (Me kan) . Sebat-Bel C UI'age, 

composed o r even di tri cts, or Kifele Hizbocli , a DO ca ll them, is round in the 

Southern ations, Nationalities and People I egional tat . (JP DO and S 02005 : 12). 

As th e CJ urage Zone Admini trati on (2006) states, th e eco nomy o r th e Gurage Z ne, like 

th ;lt o r th e entire country, depends on ag ri culture. Abo ut <)4 % or th e p pulation li ves in 

rllral areas whi ch are mostly enga Jed in mi xed rarilli ll ' . The (; /lUlg people arc know n ror 

th eir ex tensive cultivation or th e ellsete velltricos lIIlI loca ll y known as asat or in Amhari c 

cli scl, although this is a practice they share with th er south ern and south western 

I ~ th i o pi (] n s (the C urage and S ilte Re ea rc h Gro up 20(3). Koclio, a product of el)sel i ~ th e 

staple di et of th e peopl e, whi ch is al 0 tru e of th e entire region (GPSDO and SeD 2005: 

13). The ellsel has a ma sive stem th at gro ws underground and is completely in vo lved in 

c\'ery aspec t of Gu rage life. The peopl c also produce whe(] t, ba rl ey, maize, so rghum and 

ferr as rood crops in va ryin g degrees among th c eli rrerent agro-eco logical zones. The 

Guragc ZO Il C Aelmi ni stration (2006) states th at coffec. cllOl and pepper are grown as cash 

crop. Anima l hu sbandry is practi ced. but mainl y ror Illil k supply and dun g. Eucalyptu J 

also becom in g an important oll rcc of incomc for th e Guragc. mainl y so ld a a 



construction material (GPSDO and S 02005 : 13). However, the use of traditi onal fanning 

systems, simple implements, unsa ti s fac tory work cu lture of the people, alon ' with th e 

shortage of arabic land have ex posed th e zo ne to a state o f continued poverty (GP DO and 

SCD 2005: 12). 

The limited avai lab le farm land , which is the ma1l1 asset for the Gurage people has 

decreased its so il fertility du e to over-cultivation. Moreover, the fanners cannot a fford to 

buy fertili zers and specia l seeds to increase their yield (Worku 2006: 73). 

The Gurage area is den ely popul ated , and many Gurages mi grate to urban areas for work 

(G urage and Si lte Resea rch Group 2003) . This is du e to some driving fac tors such as rapi d 

populati on growth ; poo r resource base for ag ri culture; shortage of arabl e land and 

especiall y, lack o f tri bute pa ymcnt and taxes (Worku 2006:73). Caro lyn Ford (2002) was 

serving as a Bible tran latOl" and lit eracy fac ilit ator 'with SIM (Serving in Mi ss ion). F rd 

(2002) states in her stu dy about th e (; lIrcw es th at th ey are well -known for th eir hard wo rk 

and for th eir skill as trad ers. Man y of th e men own shops in Addi s Ababa and oth er citi es, 

returning to their origi n area on ly for a few days each October to celeb rate M esko/ (for 

Orthodox Chri stian s - comm elllorating th e findin g of "the true cross") or Arefa (for 

Muslim s), th e most important Gu rage ho li days. She furth er states th at th e Gilroge peopl e 
! 

havc earned a reputati on as skil led trad ers. 

Pertaining to reli gion. Ford (2002) notes th at whil e over 50% of Gurages c laim faithfuln ess 

to Chri sti anit y and anot her 40% to Islam, man y also pal1i cipate in tradi tional rel igious 
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practi ces such as o fferings to a deity ca ll ed" Waq" ami hangi ng of feti shes in their houses to 

ward off evil spirits. 

She fUliher states that Gurage houses are fa mous for their neatness and symmetry, circul ar 

structures held together without the use of nai Is, wooden spokes protrude fTo m a center pole 

to upport the thatched roof. Locall y-made pottery hangs around the inside wall in neat 
I . 

rows. Nca r the center is a fireplace used for cook ing and heating the house. Each stands in 

its own perfectl y clean compound; a dirty one is descri bed as being like that of a dead man 

heCill lse the people believe that idleness is a sin and wo rk i th key to success (GPSDO 

(llld Sc I) 2005 : 9). 

The C; lIroges li ve in small densely ettl ed vill ages, li ke many oth er people of th e Southern 

I ~ eg i oll . No wadays, the neighborin g peopl es li ke J\(IIII/)(1 / (I , II /aha, and J-/adiya adopted th e 

sam e style o f house des ign as th e Gllmges ( PSJ)() ,lilt! SC D 2005 : 9). I\ s Ford (2002) 

<lckn owlecl ges, the Curoges take pri de in th eir hospita li ty and oft en serv e coffee (bo il ed in a 

laru e clay pol and trad iti onall y navo red wilh salt and butter) and roasted gra in to 30 or 

more guest at a ti me. Thi provides soc iali zati on for neiohbo rs and refreshment for casual 

obseryers. O ften a small secti on on one side o f th e hOll se is reserved for li ves tock (cows, 

sheep or goa ts, and perhaps a hor e), whi ch are kept in th e house durin g th e ni ght and put 

out to pas tu re in th e dayt ime. 

The overall pri mary hea lth service coverage of th e lo ne is 47. 9%, whi ch, compared to th e 

51% regional coverage ·is slightl y 10 \\ ' r. The maj or hea lth problems of the lOne are 

malaria: intestinal paras ites: gastrit i : lo\\"Cr respi ratory pro \ lem; upper respiratory trac t 
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infec ti on; eye di seases; oth er re piratory tract infecti ons; and sk in di seases ( P 0 and 

SCD 2005: 13). GPSDO an I o (2005) furth er states that tuberculos is and A ID are 

beli eved to be among the majo r causes of morb idity and m0l1ality in th e zo ne, but availab le 

data is scarce on these diseases. Accord ing to the Gurage Zone HN-A IDS Prevention and 

Contro l O ffi ce, there are 2000 AIDS orphans in the zone, for all of wh ich th e office 

maintains a da tabase. The issue of knowing the number of orphans of AID , or, orp hans in 

genera l is not easy even at the nati onal level. In Sebal- Bet Gurage, where the preva len e of 

AIDS is ex pected to be' hi h beca use of th e urban-rural mi ration and the practice of 

poly Jamy, the ex pectati on is thil t everal AIDS orphans li ve there (GP DO and . CD 200 : 

52-53). 

oncern lng ll1 arri Jge, pOlyg;1111 Y i ' om111 0n throughou t S hOI- Bel C I/ rage . As it is a 

culturall y accepted norm , only ,I few ca es appea r before co urt f I()w . In Muhur di . tri t, 

th ere were 67 case brought to th e coul1house whereas there are 29 such cases in 1996 [ . 

Accord ing to th e \\ '0111 en affairs offi ce, mo t o f the cases were resolved , mea ning th men 

were forced to pro\ 'ide for the su tenance of prev ious famil y members. As it is to be lea ll1t 

from some peopl e. e lders and th ose in th e ad mini strati ve and the judicia l system need to be 

sensiti zed to co ndellln polygalll Y. Accord in g to th e "cheg" custom, polygamy is still taken 

as th e ri ght o f the Ill all () ncl th e woman should be sdbmi ss ive as long as he is abl c to prov id e 

her with the Il cccss () ry hud get to th c sustcna nce o f th e ea rl ier fami ly. I-I owe \ cr. it is also 

beginnin g to be seen as an offence puni shabl e by law as th ere is a case in th e distri ct 

mcnt ioned abO\"C (GP DO () nd D 2005 : 3-84). 
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Apart fro m f0l111 al administrati ve and legal systems, th e comm unity benefit from Yejoka 

Kilc/IO (co uncil of elders) whi ch is a loca l instituti on and whi ch implements child ri ghts 

im provement programs and sets restri cti ns or impositions ( I DO and S D 2005: 9). 

The Gurage People's Self-he lp and Development Organi zation (GPSDO) is the non­

govern menta l organization working in Gurage Zone on various rural development 

acti viti es . As the organi zat ion's director declared, despite other current development 

clcti viti , GP DO has undertaken a project on child ri "ltS promoti on in partnership with 

Save the Children Denmark. 

2.2 Cheha Woreda 

As I menti oned ea rli er, ] chose heha Worec/o as an ori , in area o f child traffi ckin ' . heha 

lI 'ored<l is one of th e di stri ct · in the Se/)(f l - I]e / G lI mge. ParI o f th e urage Zone, heha is 

ho rd ered on the south by Enemor oll d I2 ner, on th e wcst hy the Oromi a Regional tate, on 

th e north by Go ro, on th e east by "zhan a Wolene, and on th e south -east by Gum er. It is 

locat ed 30 Km s away from th e zonal scat , Wolkite. Ch eha is one of the 77 woredas in th e 

SO Llth ern Nat ions, Na ti onaliti es and Peo pl es' Regional state o f Ethiopia . 

Accord in g to th e Cheha Woredo adm inistrator. thi!s \\ 'orec/{/ covers part of the homeland of 

the Gilrage peopl e. The town of Cheha lI'oret!(/ are 1: l1ld ibir and Gubre, whi ch are th e 

researc h sit es along wi th th e elected keiJeles in each to\\' n. Based on th e data fro m th e 

/l'orct!" Ad mini strati on, th e Cheha Worec/{/ is di\ 'idcd into 42 Kebeles , 3 urban Keheles and 

39 rura l Kebeles . 
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Based on th e 1994 ensus, thi s Woredo has an estimated total population r 164 704 

(84,52 1 males and 80, I 3 female) . ome 6,69 1 (or 4.06%) of its p pul ati n arc urban 

dwellers, whi ch is less th an the urage Zone average or 6.3%. With an e timat cI ar a r 

549.85 square k il ometer~, heha has an estimated population dens.ity of 299 .5 pe pie per 

sq uare ki lometer, wh ich is greater than the Zone average of278 .3 (CSA 2005) . 

The Woredo Agriculture Bureau starf decl ares that the econ my IS based n dirrerent 

sectors such a 93 % in agri ultur , 4% in trade, and 3% in dirrerent ec t rs. Th backb ne 

or th e economy in th e W redo is the agri cultural s t r. Accord in ) th e Woredo 

Agri culture O ffi cer, th e area ha ri ch soil , and rarming is th e main !11 de r Ii in ) ror th 

rural p pul ati on. r;lIsel , co rTee and cllOl arc produced, a perennial cr ps. 13<1 ed n th da ta 

obtained rro l11 Agri culture Bureau, Iledw-, Ta liesas and Tere arc . easons ror harv stin J 

ellset. nce eJ7sc>1 is pl ant ed by l11 en, it is used for differen! purpose fo r a I n ) pen d of 

tim e, and th e process o f ellset is und ertal en by women. The Curoges eat the root and tem 

of th e leaves and the inner bark orthe ellset. The edib le pOl1ion is squeezed and Jround into a 

nour paste to make pancake bread (w/.(sa) and for special occasions, ve ry re fin ed bread whi ch 

stays lonoer in the ground . Every household member cats th e same kind or r, od. In th e 

month o r Mi(cio. whea t. maizc. ba rlcy and Tef( are culti va tcd as annual crops. Very 

rccen! ly, in SO Ill e part s o r th e /1'oredo, peo ple produce rrui t (avocado , banana. orange, 

papaya, etc.) euca lyptu , cliat and coffee. Moreover, the low land peopl e now stal'! 

producing telf, Ill a ize, wheat and so rghuIll . 



Accord ing to the Woreda Agriculture Bur au staff, th Woreda administrator and the 

household case studi es, there is sca rcit y of land whi ch leads to over cultivation like other 

urage area . 

The Woreda government officials furth er stale Ihal mo t of the people in the area are 

engaged in commercial activities as an add iti onal means of subsistence by moving to the 

urban areas after crop halivesting season. Income from ellsel and livestock is insuffi cient, and 

besides supplementing it by selling crops ueh as co ffe and chat, peop le often depend for 

furth er supplementation on remittance from out-mi 'rant family memb rs, and off-farm 

;Icti viti es such a handi cra fts, dail y wo rk, trade, t )eneratin additi nal incom is ne of 

th e major o ff-farm ac ti viti es in whi ch many m n in the community are engaged at present. 

J\ccordin o to th e Worer/a Agri culture offi cer. the Illa in do mesti c animals are cattlc. Ther ar 

few oxen- bull s, usuall y sold or eaten b fore beco illing oxen, because agri culture is ba ed on 

the use o f the hoc. The breedin g of ca lli e and th e culti va ti on o f ellset are mutuall y dependent: 

lll<i nLli 'C is corlt inuously app li d to th e growth of ellsel and th c cattl e arc fed on ellsel leaves. 

I)ue to popUl ati on pressure, th e small am Li nt or gra'( ing land ava il abl e has limited th e size o f 

herds. In most households, cows arc more highly valued th an bu ll s. Sheep, donk ey and 

horses are rea red for cash income and for transp0l1 . Mosl P<1I1S of th e land are erodcd and as a 

result. ellsef fi eld s are Iradit ionall y conserved \\ ith tone and so il bunds. The graz ing land has 

dec reased. bu t the number of attic he:lds in the area has increased. In add ition. catt le are not 

moved to olher grazi ng lands in any sea 011 due to th e scarci ty of grazing land. In add iti on to 

Ihi s. the quali ty of grazing land has deterio rat ed. 
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They furth er note that tbe other main problem in this Woreda is mi grati on. The urage 

people usuall y move to urban sites t search a better life. Most adults and yo uth mi grate to 

urban areas, especiall y to Addi s j\baba to engage in trade, and children ar taken for th e 

purpose o f wo rk. The adults and the yo uth stay for a long peri od of time in the urban 

centers. During thi s time, men may have sexual contact with different women. They can 

easil y contrac t HTV and tran mit the disease to their wives when returnin g home. Because 

of thi s, it is be li eved that th e number o f orphans and the number o f vulll rab le children 

(O VC) is increasing. hildren are traffi cked by relatives and by nei, hb r to urban site to 

engage in cI i fferent d mesti c works at an earl y age. They are most I x posed to abuse and 

ex pl itali on. 

i\ cco ruin ' to th e in formants, there arc two types of workin ' co ndit ions alll o ll g th e heha 

peo pl e. They do farmi ng within a peci fi c peri od of tim e and are ell " (lo ed in trade after 

fa l111in g. They are forced to go to near towns, or to oth er towns to n ' a ' e in petty trad ing. 

They may come ba k home during th e farmin g peri od and du ring ho li da s (Mes/ail or 

Are/a) . III ord er to fill th e gap o f the husband 's ab ence, wo men pl ay a great role ill arnin g 

add iti onal income 10 th e household . They are hard wo rkin g and th ey se ll different food in 

th e ma rke t. Some tra\·e l a long distance to reach the mark et. They are the ones th at give 
I 

ca re to the pl all ted crops aft er the hu sbands move to th e urban areas. Child ren may also 

have th e responsibil it y of giv in g ca re to their littl e siblings . Hence. \\omen arc th c ones th at 

spcnd more tim e out side th e home to bring incomc if the 111 en mo\·c to thc urban area . 

Children ca lTY litt le bab ies and \\·atch over the home. oreo \·cr, Illany chi ldren arc forced 
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to move to the urban areas through the process of traffick ing to generate income to the 

household. 

Regardi ng religion, the Woreda Adm ini strator tates based on the 1994 CSA that 44% 

:' I 
claims fa ithfulness to Islam, 43% Orthodox, 7% atho lic, and 6% Protestants. Many also 

pal1i cipate in traditi onal reli gious pract ices wh ich i ca ll ed" Waq". 

Simi lar to other Gurage villages, from ob ervati on, Cheha Woreda is described by a cluster 

of Gurage round houses . At the back of each hu e, there i a fie ld for th e stap le crop, 

(, II .W! I , whi ch is typ ical of the linea r ura v,e vi llage sett lement pattell1 . In the middle of th e 

clu stered vill age, there IS a well c Il stru ctcd road which is comm unall y owned by the 

cO lllm uniti es . 

Concerni ng soc ial service di tributi n, th ~' lata n· ) 111 =duca ti n and Hea lth Burea u ni cer 

or the Cheha Woreda shows th ere wcre 36 prilllary schoo l , 2 secondary schoo ls, 12 

kinci erga liens, 1 hospita l, 3 hea lt h ccnters, 2 clin ics and 25 hea lth posts in 1998 E.C. The 

coverage o f educati on and hea lth ill Ihi s \\'or er!a is 80(Yo and 49.4% of the total popu lation 

respective ly. 

., , 
Acco rdi ng to th e community e lders and FG Ds al til e ori gin areas, most parents do not oive 

proper care (0 (heir children du e to )) O\'Crty at the household level. Moreover. a return to 

norm al da i Iy activiti es, in order to brin g ho usehold income, i impo rt ant for th e mother. 

There i onl y inten se ma(ern al care during the fi rst t\\'o month afte r birth . It is not 

uncOlll lll on for a chil d to remain unfed . or no t to be lool-;ed aft er for several hours . The care 



of the child may even be turned over to a seldom attenti ve surrogate. 1 f the mother does 

carry her child with her whil e doing chores, feeding is often interrupted resulti ng in neither 

phys ical nor emoti onal satis facti on. Most key infornl ants agree that parents who are poor 

do not send their children to schoo l; ra ther they prefer to take them force fu ll y to urban areas 

I • 

to generate income to the famil y. Thi s occurs often during Meska! and Arefa holidays . 

According to informants, th e wordfano means a person who migrates away from homeland 

and retu rns to th c homeland every year during the holi days (Meskal ([ li d Arefa) . Thus, thi s 

f Oli O has great in vo lvement in th e process o f child tra ffi cking evcry year by recruiting, 

transportin g, transferrin g and receiving children from th is woreda to th e urban areas for th e 

purpose o f domesti c work . Thi s enhances the vulnerability to cx ploiti ve and abusive 

con equ enccs. ;\s the GPSDO director fu rther stated, most of th e ((f Il OS who 0 0 to th e 

homeland to ce lebrate th e ho lidays with sui tcases and money retu rn with one or two more 

children to th e urban pl aces where they are li vin g. The chil dren then work for the purpose 

o f generatino in co me to th e famili es. 

GPSDO and SC D (200~) indi cates th at th e data o f Fin ance and Economic Dcvelopment 

Ma in Dcpart men t o f th e Zone, in 1996 E.C. Th ere,are ex pec ted to be 29,300 children und er 

th c age of fiv e \\h ile th ose with th e ages rangin g from 5- 14 wOLl ld be 4 AOO . ~oreove r , the 

Cheha Worcr/u Ad min istrator affirms th at the num ber of chil dren per househo ld i 5 on 

avc rage . Bot h the gO\ 'ernmenta l ane! non-govern mcntal or!lClni7,llions wo rki ng in the 

Wo/"{?c/a ha\'e gi\ 'cn att en ti on to family pl anlling. They both raise a\\ arencss in \'cry kehele 

of th e il'orec/o. Th e il'orer/o Hea lt h Bureau Offi cer repo rt ed th at th ree years ago. the 
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coverage of family planning was only 8% of the total population, but now the coverage has 

reached 52.7% of the total population of which 24% was covered by GPSDO in 2006. 

2.2.1 The research sites 

I chose Emdibir as a research site since it is the main town of the Woreda. Emdibir is 

surrounded by Yewezye, Yeferezeye and Girar Dibir (Acacia forest), Yawre Dibir (forest of 

wi ld life) Yeferemazigbe"\Kebeles . The nearest water sources of Emdibir are Gotam, Gogeb, 

Metrekat rivers; Hebir and Yewoden splings (Bevan and Pankhurst 1996: I). Emdibir means 

"mother forest" . They further state that Em means "mother" and dibir "forest" which indicates 

that the area was forested. 

The Woreda's vice administrator states th ai it is located at 30k.111 . away fro m Wolkite. The 

Iota I pop ulati on is 10,000 of which 5,0 12 are females. 

Emdibir is custom31ily e~assifi ed under Ih e we)'lI o rlego agro-clim a~ic zone. Emdibir has a 

single major rainy season cal led Zar frol11 earl y June to mid-September. The entire plateau 

has two rain y seasons from about mid-Apri l to mid-September. The rain fal ls in varylllg 

inlensiti es - there are bi g and little rains (Bevan and Pankhurst 1996: 1) . 

As Bevan and Pankhurst (1 996) also indicale, Emd ibir PA is situated on twenty gos lio ( 00 

ha.) of the land. Along the ri ver-side soil erosion has become a prob lem. As they fu rther 

reported in the Woredo office of the 1inistry of Coffee and Tea Development , the eroded 

land in the PA co\·ers abollt 5 percent (40 ha.) of the total area . The settl ement pattern in 
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Emdibir is such that villages are densely concentrated along the plateau and river banks 

(Bevan and Pankhurst 1996: 1). 

All residents in Emdibir PA belong to the Gurage etlmic group who can speak both 

Guragegna and Amahric and the majority (about two thirds) of them are bilingual. The 

maintenance of traditional culture has contributed to their ethnic identity and mutual support. 

Because of their physical mobility and adaptation to different socio-economic environment , 

there is no place in Ethiopia that the Gurage have not reached and settl ed (Bcvan and 

Pankhurst 1996:3). 

The household economy of Emdibir is mainly based on the producti on of the principal crop 

ellset. Chal , coffee, cabbage, maize, potato and tobacco are al so grown. Tef( i grown in some 

homesteads andlejf fi elds are sometimes fenced with ellset and chat crops. Ellse/ and coffee 

are not usual ly so ld but chat is mostly sold. There is a crop hi story at th e cnd of th e profile 

whi ch shows that the newer crops of sugarcane, coffee, chat, and banana were introduced in 

the 1960s and ea rl y 70s (Bevan and Pankhurst 1996:4). 

According to the Woreda AgJiculture Bureau, m~st of th e crops grown are perenni als. 
! 

However, in the belg season people produce annual crops, mai nl y maize, t0111 ato, gommell , 

green pepper and tobacco with either young enset or coffee. 
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Most of the population are Orthodox Christian or Catholic; not more than one quarter of the 

population is Muslim. Orthodox Christians and Catholics are more or less equal in number; if 

there is any difference there are more Orthodox Chri sti ans (Bevan anQ Pankhurst 1996:3). 

From observation, there are very few culturall y constructed houses like other rural Gurage 

areas. Since Emdibir is the town of the Woreda , most of the houses are made of corrugated 

iron, mud and wood. In a very few places, there are modem buildings, including Abegaze 

Walde Hotel. Near the bus terminal , there are shops where tea and chat are so ld to 

passengers and inhabitants. This chat comes from the surrounding kebeles every morning 

by farmers and children. The traders buy fro m the fa11l1erS at wholesale prices and sell it to 

others at retail prices. As I have observed, adu lts, youths and small boys carry a huge 

bu ndle of chat covered by ellset leaves coming from different sides of the town to the bu 

termina l where the traders are access ibl e. 

As the data states by the Cheha Woredu vice admini strator, concernll1g soc ial serv ice 

di stribution of Emdibir, there are t\VO primary schools, one secondary schoo l, one 

kindergarten, one health center, and one pri va te clini c. The inhabitants ha ve access to 

electricity, pipe water and telephone. 

The community elders argue that th ere is a practi ce of polygamy in thi s town which Il a a 

oreat contribution for havin o many chi ldren and exposure to poverty. ::=> ::=> • 

30 

-



The government organizations are Cheha Woreda Administration, Municipality, Rural 

Agriculture Office, Health and Education Bureaus, Finance and Economic Development 

Bureau, etc. which are found in this town. Moreover, there are three NGOs in the town such 

as GPSDO work mainly on family planning, Zema Women for Justi ce Assoc iation (the 

former Proginist Organif ation) work mainly on child's ri ghts and the Catholi c Church 

working mainly on food security. 

Currently, the problem of child trafficking is getting attention by the governmental and 

nOI1- governmental organizations. Especially, government schools play a great role in 

controll ing the traffickin g case at the elementary school level by establi shing returning 

committees for the purpose of returning students from the urban areas. The data co ll ected 

from elemen tary schools teachers confinns that there are many stud ents who forcefull y 

taken to the urban placesJor work. Some of them have reuni ted wit)l their fa mil ies th rough 

the returnin g committees and have continued their educati on. 

I selected Yewezye Kebele for the study since the rate of traffi cki ng is hi gh due to poverty. 

Accordi ng to the Woreda Admini stration and Agri cuIt wc offi ce and community leaders, 

the area is kJl0Wn by drought and food defi ciency. Food aid is usuall y distri buted in thi s 
! 

area. Th ere is also a hi gh scarcity of land which leads to poveJ1 y. Peopl e therefore are 

engaged in dail y ac ti vities to supplement the household income. There are two rivers ca ll ed 

Gogeb and Metrekat that separate the kebele fro m the town taking 3S minutes walking 

distance. The kebele chairperson states that the estimated total popu lati on \Va around 2070, 

in 2006. The kcbele is divided into eight sub -kebeles . 
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The FGD conducted in Yewezye kebele points out that the people use a small piot of land 

for many purposes, and the land is highly infertile and is eroded because of over cultivation 

and over grazing. Moreover, the land size on average is estimated to be 0.5 hectare per 

household. The people only depend on pemlanent crops such as enset, coffee and chat. 

They do not produce annually grown crops. The Rural Agriculture Extension Officer of the 

kebele said that currently, coffee is affected by a disease called cholera . Therefore, the 

farmers do not produce much coffee. They mainly depend on enset and chat which grow on 
\ 

limited land. Enset is used completely for consumption, but chat is grown for sell in near 

by towns. Due to the scarcity of land and the hab it of depending on cash crops, the peopl e 

do not have much effort in produci ng ann ual crops like other kebeles. 

As the case studies at the household level indicate, most of the people engage in off-farm 

acti vities to supplement income to th e household and force their ch ildren to urban areas 

during the holidays in order to work. During the winter, there is a shortage of food at th e 

household level due to low family incom e. Children are forced to l:love to the urban areas 
.; 

to generate income at ali early age. There is a serious poverty situation at the household 

level. The FGD participants agree that th ere are cases of inability of not sending child ren to 

school due to lack of ability of paying small amount of birr (2 birr) per month for school 
i 

contribution. 

Conceming housing, I observed thaI th e hOLlse is like most Gurage hou e whi ch is 

proportional, spherical st ructures held to gether \V ith oLlt the use of nail s, made of wood 

spokes stick ing out fron! a center pole 10 hold th e thatched rooe Loca lly-made pottery 
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hangs around the inside wall in neat rows. Near the center is a firep lace used for cooking 

and heating the house. J\'1ext to the house, each household has a .small plot of land that 

consists of enset, chat and coffee. There are many children playing in each village every 

day. While they saw me, they came close to me and they moved from place to place with 

me. 

According to the kebele chair person there are few social services: one elementary school, 

one kindergarten, one health post, and one agriculture training center. The hea lth extension 

workers state that there are also many children in the vi ll ages due to the parent 's wish of 

hav ing many children. This is because they consider chi Idren as an asset. It is assumed that 

children would alleviate their family's poverty by engaging in different activiti es in Addis 

Ababa or other urban areas, and by generating income to the fami ly. Even if parents want to 

send their children to school, the situation of hav ing a low income forces them to send th eir 

children to urban areas through the process of traffi ck in g. More elabo ration wi ll be given 

on th e coming section that deals with factors contributing to child trafficking in the study 

area s. 

I have also chosen Gubre as the research site, which is a small town and found in the 

low land of the Woreda. There are 16 sub-kebeles oUI of whi ch Bucah and Deneb, Azer and 

Sisc and Emateye kebeles surround thi s sma ll town . 

The Cheha Woreda vice administer indicates that th e lotal pop u lati on of Gubre is 3,876 out 

of whi ch 1,957 are females . It has one elementary school, one high schoo l, one hea lth posl 

and one pri va te clinic. I studied Buchach kebele, whi ch takes 20 minutes wa lking di stance 
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from Gubre. I chose this site because there is a high rate of t ffi k' . ra IC mg case, especiall y 

among the Muslims. Children are taken to Dela town (SNNPR) and to Addis Ababa to be 

engaged in different activities, especiaIJy in domestic works. There is scarcity of land 

compared to other kebeleF and because of this people do not produc~ other food crop like in 

other lowland places and thus are exposed to poverty. 

Like other Gurage areas, each household has a small plot ofland that consists of enset, chat 

and coffee. Fam1ers are not only dependent on perennial crop but they start producin ) 

annual crops which helps the farmers to increase household incomes. Moreover, the hou c 

construction is more or less the same like other research areas that were mentioned above. 

2.3 Addis Ababa 

For th is stud y, Addis Ababa was selected as a destination for the rural peop le 10 practice 

child trafficking. Addis Ababa is the largest city of Ethiopia within close proximity to th c 

Gurage land. Addis Ababa is located about 2,400 meter above sea level , at 9.03 ° N 38.74° 

E) (CSA 2005). Addis is the house of people from various ethnic groups (Add i Ababa ity 

Administration 2006). 

I 
According to the 1994 Census, the population or'Addis Ababa was 2.3 milli on of which 

28 149 " . . . Of tl t tal population 51.6% are femal cs , are ll vll1g 111 th e rural parts of the cIty. le 0 . ' 

while 48.4% are males (CSA 2005). However, this ratio was repol1ed to vary from lime 10 

time due to the influences of intemal migration (Mieraf2003 : 15). 
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Rural migrants come to Addis Ababa from villages with dl've tl' d I' .. rse e 1111C an 111gUlstlC 

backarounds. Amhara, Drama and Gw'age are the dominant tl . 't' . th . 
b e 1l11Cl les 111 e cIty. 

According to the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (2006), the ethnic groups 

represented as Amhara (41.3%), Oromo (26.2%), Gurage (17.5%), and Tigray (7.6%) , 

while others constitute 7.4% of the population. The city has as many as 80 nationalities 

speaking 80 different languages. 

Addis Ababa is expenencmg a steady but effective development. The city is the main 

commercial, financial and industrial center of the country. It is also a service provision 

center in the country having employment structure quite distinct from the rest of the 

country. Service is followed by trade, and manufacturing industry is the dominant sectors in 

term s of employment opportunities (Addis Ababa City Administration 2007). 

The majori ty of the city's population is engaged in the informal labour sector. The sector is 

provid ing a means of livi.ng for about 61 % of the population in Addis Ababa (Loop, 2000). 

The rest of the people were engaged in trade, manufacturing, civil service, transport and 

communication. 

TI M I· I d J 'Sll communiti es. 82% of the 1ere are different reli gions: Christi an, us 1111, ' an eWI 

. . . I' 3 9° 1 P ' testants 08% Cath oli cs and populat Ion are Orthodox Chnstlans, 12.7% Mus I111S , . 1 0 10 " , 

O 60 1 r . , 'd J B I a's Jehovah's Witnesses, Agnostics, 
, 10 followers of other rehglOns (Hm us, ews, a 1 I , 

etc) (FDRE, 2006) . 
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Addis Ababa and its surroundings comprise the major Sour f tt. 
I ce 0 a ractlOn for the Gurage 

Janos (migrants), and it has always been the destination of th I . b 
e argest num er of Gurage 

Janos from generation to generation . They are engaged in different activities li ke shoc 

shining, domestic work, petty trade, schooling, government staff and running big business, 

hotels, restaurants, etc. (Worku 2006: 226). 

The Addis Ababa Cross-country Bus Terminal, which is known as Autobus Terra is 
. . 

located near Merkato. According to FSCE social worker, it is the main bus terminal where 

most of the regional buses arrive and depart. It is the center for brokers and broth el owners 

to be invo lved in traffi cking children. 

As the study which was conducted by Bevan and Pankhurst (1 996) indicates, migration i an 

important means of risk management of the Gurage people. The reasons includ poss ible 

failure of agricultural productivity, shol1age ofland, the high cost of li ving and taxation. The 

Gurages work in dom esti c off-farm acti vities in towns irrespective of the qualiti es of the job. 

Their activities ranoe from ownino bio hotels and factories to J'obs li ke selli ng second hand :=> :=> :=> 

cloth and magazines. 

The study flllih er Slates that people fi-om the community have regul arl y migrated to a range 
I 

of places for trade. but mi grat ion for temporary work has on ly stal1ed recentl y in the 

C . I . t d fi - \vaOe labour has been ex pand in o Olllmu11 Ity. Th e number of Gurages who lave 111lgra e OJ " " 

U t'l I . . . . l ' fl ' t '11 some I)laces In Emdi bir town, 11 I t 1e reglOna ll zatlO I1 programme led to etmlc con IC s I . 

at I Add ' Ababa and other towns at all ti me east one man hom each household was away to IS 

d .' - who miorated- they need the 11 ll11g the agri cu ltural off-season . II was mostly youngel men ,, ) 
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cash and they have fewer attachments and at least 1 t' b d ' 
, np a roa IS an assertion of 

independence and a symbol of manhood. Beginning from the age of 10 I h'ld 
, many ma e c 1 ren 

have migrated to the urban centres following the household members in search of work. 

According to the 10M (2006), the trend of migration reported)y masks an increasing level 

of trafficking in children from the Gurage Zone (JOM 2006: 41). In the Gurage culture, 

people mostly migrate to Addis for work and to save money, and to go back to the family 

with money during the holidays to get a blessing from them. Most of them stay in one 

hOll se for a long time to save money and to return home. They get patience even if they 

face lots of challenges during their working time. They go out from the same house after a 

long time suffering. As the case studies indicate, most of the siblings of the interviewed 

children are taken Addis! Ababa to be engaged in domestic work. So, there is no problem 

with parents sending their children to urban places to be engaged in domestic work because 

they had already known the trend of migration . On the other hand, the case studies furth er 

state that children are highly demanded by urban peopl e to be engaged in domestic work or 

in restaurants or in any other activities since there is a beli ef that the GUl'age people are 

hard working. 

The NGOs (FSCE, OPRIFS, rOM, etc) staffs 'vvorkiIig on child trafficking in Addi s Ababa 

dec lare that Addis Ababa is a aood destination area for child trafficking compared to other 
~ 

cit ies in the country. Rural people think of Addis Ababa as a good place, or, that it has 

a ' .. J J J .' es They beli eve that it is an ea y ccess to better socIal servIce; edu catI on and lea t 1 selvlc . 

I .. J .. I Ie are by far misinformed by P ace to get money and Job opportul1lty. Hence, t le IUl a peop 
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the urban people about Addis Ababa, or, about other cities of Ethiopia as the best urban 

places are good for living. They think living in Addis Ababa is like living in Europe, or in 

America. 

Because of this belief and attitude, the prevalence of child trafficking is increas ing from 

time to time. By underst~nding the problem, FSCE established the Anti-Child Traffi cking 
.; 

Unit at the Bus Terminal in 2004 in collaboration with Addis Ababa Police Commission to 

undertake preventive m easures (FSCE 2005: 21). 
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Chapter 3: Conceptual Framework, Approaches and Literature 

Reviews 

3.1 Conceptual Framework 

According to various literature, the push factors of trafficking such as poverty, 

underdevelopment and l ~ck of equal opportunities to improve quality of li fe, etc. together 

with the pull factors such as a high demand for labour and sex, traffickers and peer 

pressure, etc. fuel child trafficking (ENACT 2004 Sinha 2006, ILO 2003, Terre des 

Hommes 2001 , Gallagher 2002, Williams 1997). The 'Trafficking Cycle' involves a series 

of actions and actors (including recruiters who are close to the child intermediaries 
~ " 

transporters, employers, and fami ly members) at different points, from the point of the 

origin to the final destination. The cycle begins leavi ng the origin place, usuall y through 

traffickers and the an-ivaI at a final destination where different types of exploi tati on and 

abuse take place. Once a child is in the cycle, gelling ou t is a real challenge unless a chi ld is 

encouraged and supported by govemment bodies; ch ild-centered laws and policies and 

NGOs working in the field. There is no way out for victims if there are no means of 

lecovering and reintegrat ing victims. Lack OJ such support increases the li kelihood of 

victims getting sucked back into the cycle of exploitation and abuse (ENACT 2004). Thus, 

thi s thesis has used the chart that is indicated below as a basic model for the study to prove 

the compelling factors, and the process of child! trafficking starting fro l11 recruiting to 

exploitati on and abusive work ing conditions. 
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3.2 Approaches to th~ Analysis of Child Trafficking 

Despite the relative lack of material on child trafficking, the following five maIn 

approaches to the analysis of child trafficking focus on migration h . I d , uman fig 1tS, gen er-

responsive, criminal based and multidisciplinary approaches have emerged around its 

research and analysis. Thus, these approaches are relevant in terms of explaining the 

circumstance of child trafficking in the study areas. 

3.2.1 Migration-based approach 

The migration- based approach with its emphasis on migrant labour, policies on migrati on, 

availability of work opportunities, globalisation of the economy and the developm nt 

strategies. There is a demand for sexual services, in some instances, met by trafficking 

women and children. There is also a demand for cheap labour (and cheap goods in thc 

second instance), which creates demand for vulnerable and exploitable labour force that in 

some instances is met by trafficking (Anti -Slavery Intemational's vi ews 2006) . On thi s 

demand, globalization has fuelled changes in the relative shares of economic sectors, in the 

intemational di vision of labour and in labour market demand. It has created a gendered 

labour demand in both the developing and the developed countries for sectors such as 

agriculture, food processin g, construction labour intensive manufacturing, and the lower 
~ ' i 

d . . d t ftickino in women has en of the infollllal service sec tor. Feminized 111lgratJon an ra I ::> 

largely occurred in respon se to th is demand driven reality (Cunha 2002 :17). 

TI ' . . I' " f l' a new alteJ11ative arises in le maJonty of trafficking is emerged from megu al 111Igla 101 , 

tI r h labour. Thi s would in vo lve 
le response of the demand for sex ual service and lor c eap 
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regularisation of labour migration where feasible protecting tl . If ' 
, le ng ltS 0 migrants, rescue, 

return and reintegration. This is mostly the concern of the gove t (M I 
rnmen ars 1all 200 I: I 0-

12). 

Migrant workers should be entitled to the protections outlined in the 1990, Un ited Nations 

Convention 0/1 th e Protection of the Rights of All Migrant workers and their Families, and 

should also be infonned of their rights, and how to access support in the country of 

destination. Both those trafficked into labour exploitation and sexual exploitation should be 

provided with similar assistance and support. Specialised assistance should be available to 

children who have been trafficked (Anti-Slavery International's views 2006). 

Therefore, the above insigh t helped me to look at the internal child trafficking in both stud y 

areas by gi\'in g emphasis on the migrant labour, policies on migrati on and ava il ability of 

work opportunities. The ex isti ng situation of the demand for labour and regulari sati on of 

labour mi gration and protecting the rights of migrants on the pal1 of government and non-

govemm ent organizations and the retum and reintegration process of th victims in tll 

study areas ha ve been investigated . My study has also tried to see that the divi sion of 

labour, labour market demand feminized migration and the traffi cking of women has 

I . I I' argely occurred in respon se to tbi s demand dnven rea Ity. 

3.2.2. Hum an Righ ts-b ased approach 

TI . I . [hild traffi ckin o is based on a 1e use of a Human Righ ts based approach 111 the ana YSIS o . C ~ 

child right s perspective rather th an being based on matters of cri me control or of border 
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control. In this sense, child trafficking is not just an issue of sec 't d ' , un yan orgal11zed CrIme, 

but it also implies marked violations of a wide range of fundamental human rights (ENCA T 

2004), The protection and promotion of human rights are primary responsibilities for States 

and Governments (and in particular for the responsible ministries as identified by the 

national Referral Systems), Anti-trafficking laws, policies, programmes and interventions 

should not interfere with the human rights or dignity of persons: The rights of victims 

should be protected and respected , Under the international human rights legislation, the 

special needs and rights of children are recognised by the UN Convention on the Ri ghts of 

the Child, On the phenomenon of child trafficking, Art, 35 of the CRC states that: "State 

Parties shall take all appropriate, national, bilateral and multilateral measures to prevent the 

abduction of, the sale of or traffic in children for any purpose or in any form" (EN AT 

2004), 

As Pattanaik cites, The Global Alliance Against Trafficking in Women (GAATW ' ) 

Human Rights based approach addresses trafficking issue entails non- discrimination on 

any grounds, including ethic descent, age, sexual orientation or preference, religion , gender, 

nationality and occupation (including work in the informal sectors such as domestic work 

and sex work) (Pattanaik 2006: 4), 

TI " I ' ii' f cr")'minal J'ustice but puts the lI S apI)roach lJ1 o-eneral acknowledaes (le llnpol ance 0 , 'Q' b 

f " d' rimination and stat e fail ure causes of trafficking in issues such as the abuse 0 powel , )SC . , 

to protect civil , political, economic and social rights. 

TI . bl ' 1S to draw the real picture of traffi cked 
lUS, I argue this approach as a sUIta e meal . 

children rights for the purpose of domestic work in the study areas. 
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3.2.3. GClldcr- rcsponsive based approach 

A gender-responsive based approach is necessarily also a rights-based approach, since 

gender discrimination is now recognized as a fundamental d . I fl ' ellla 0 luman nghts. 

Women's human rights must therefore lie at the center of any credible anti-trafficking 

strategy, for violations of human rights are both a cause and a consequence of trafficking in 

persons. Conversel y women are human beings, although differently and ineq uitably 

situated in relation to men in tem1S of their gender roles and the impact of gender 

stereotypes. They thus have different needs. Therefore, a human ri ghts orientation to 

trafficking must also be responsive to gender differences and disparities, and foc used on 

realizing human rights equally for women and men, girls and boys (Heyzer 2002: 11 ). 

Facilitating safe migratio n and combating trafficking requires a thorough empowennent of 

women (knowledge to understand the social direction and change, the ab il ity to generate 

choices and exercise bargaining power, skills appropriate to the country of destination , 

developm ent of self worth , and enabling regulatory and policy framework) . l f government 

and development agencies fail to follow these principles, women will become furth er 

margina lised and the traffi cking of women and girls will increase at an unprecedented rate 

(Raj PanI C! 2005) . 

O I .' I b d 'oach is a vision and practi ce of nIle who le, a gender responsIve and a ng1ts- ase appl 

d I . I t ocial economic and politica l 
eve opmenl that ensures fundamental human entlt emen s - s , 

. JJ b '1 0S and empOWeIl1l enl. The 
- 111 ways thaI expand human choices, promote human Vi e - ell ~ 

I ' . ..' 01 t calUl0t be redu ced, and the 
c alm to human nghts has a strong moral fOlce. Human II~ 1 S 
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should impose an obligation on States to fulfill them (Heyze 2002'11) r ' . Thus, a gender and 

human rights perspective is an essential element in combatin t ffi k' . , g ra IC mg In women and 

girls. 

Hence, I have tried to identify the gender differences in the trafficking processes at the 

origin place as well as at the demand for labour and for sexual exploitation at the 

destination area based on this approach. 

3.2.4. Criminal justice based approach 

A criminal justice based approach focuses on legislation and its implementati on, p Ii ing 

strategies and imped im ents to prosecution and the involvement of organized crim e (Anti -

Slavery Intemational's views 2006). 

As a UN report stat es that the lack of specific and/or adequate legislation on traffi cking at 

the national leve l has been identified as one of the major obstacles in the fi ght again t 

trafficking. There is an urgent need to harmonize legal definitions, procedures and 

cooperation at the national and regional levels in accordance with internati onal standard . 

The development of an appropriate legal framework that is consi stent with releva nt 

international instrum ents and standards will also play an important rol e in the prevent ion of 

trafficking cll1d related exploit ation (UN 2002:8). 

Accordin g to the Anti-Slavery lntemational's views, law enforcement has, to date, focused 

fr: d ' I c: t that there have been no on tra licking for se,:ual exp loitation, as reflecte 111 tle lac 

TI . also states that the new 
prosecuti ons for traffick ing for labour exploitation. le vIew 

offence of knowingly employin g an illegal migrant worker seems to be aimed at 
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i1l1migration rather than trafficking. If employers are seekl'ng to exploit trafficked or , , 

irreaular migrants, they are likely to be breaking a series of oth I ( .. 
I;;) er aws mlnllTIUm wage, 

health and safety regulations, etc .), and this offence is unlikely to d' h . Iscourage t em (Antl -

Slavery International's views 2006). 

A review as to why legislation has not been used to prosecute individuals for trafficking for 

labour exploitation should be carried out in order to identify the reasons and to remedy this. 

There is a complete absence of protection and support facilities availab le to people 

trafficked for labour exploitation (Anti-Slavery International's views 2006). 

Despite the fact that trafficking for labour exploitation and for sexual exploitation are seen 

as equ all y serious offences in legislative terms, the treatment of the vict ims differs greatl y 

dependi ng on the type o'f exploitation they have been subjected to . Those trafficked into 

sexual exploitation are considered victims and provided with advice, support and 

assi stan ce , whereas, those trafficked into labour exploitation are seen as immi grants who 

should be removed immediatel y from the problem (Anti-Slavery International's views 

2006) . 

I 

Therefore, I att empted to find out the legislation and its impl ementation, law enforcement, 

I· '. .... I 'Id t · ffic kl'na in aeneral and in aiving 
po ICles strategies and prosecutIOns 111 combatmg C11 1a I '" '" I;;) 

equal treatment for victin~s of labour and sexual exploitation in paIii cul ar in the stud y areas. 
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3.2.5 Multidisciplinary approach 

The multidisciplinary approach gives emphasis to trafficked children a t I " f s no on y VlctllTIS 0 

Protection, but also as subjects of decisions an individual wI'th re r d ' sources. n or er to 

elaborate good interventions, it is essential to consider, and respect their point of view. 

Agencies and decision makers should consider children's right and make sure that children 

have a say on the programs and decisions affecting their present and future life (ENA T 

2004: par.3) . 

The multidisciplinary approach is also an answer to bridge the gaps in provision of servi 

to victims of child abuse and trafficking such as physical treatment and rehabilitat i 11 , 

psychosocial care and legal SUpp0I1 (IL02006: 1) . Consequently, the study gave el11pha is 

to government and non-government organi zations interventions in the provision of service 

to victims of trafficking in the stud y areas. 

3.3 Literature Reviews 

The literature reviews includ e the nature and extent of child trafficking in the World, in 

Africa, and pal1icularl y the internal trafficking in Ethiopia. Factors that contribute to 

intemal child traffickin g, the consequences of child trafficking and the in ternati onal and 

national legal provisions are desc ribed. 

3.3.1 The Nature and Extent of Child Trafficking 

Tl . _. .' . ' d e- years and conti !lues to gro\\ 
le tiafficklllg of chlldren IS no t new; It eX lste lor many 

_. .. , -a' a as a alobal issue: nearl y all 
aCIOSS all contlllents and cul tures. ChIld trafficklllg IS emel~1I10 . ~ 
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countries are affected by! this criminal violation of children 's ri ght~. hi ld lraffi kin 1 a 

highly complex phenomenon with no simple solution. 

Children, victims of trafficking, are mostly separated from their famili and mmunil i 

and coerced into prostitution and other exploitative forms of work u h a a Ii ullur , 

mining, manufacturing, fishing, begging, and they work in th entertainment t r and 

domestic service. They are vulnerable to abuse and exploitation ; ft n b in m d r 111 

one form of exploitation to another, and they are most often tra ul11 ati d by thi 

accumulati on of denied rights (lLO-lPEC 2002). Children In r, r d la ur and d J11 Ii 

servi ce are among the most invisible child labourers (UNJ F 2 

Traffi cking children always involves a journey, whether wi th in a unlry- fr m til rural 

areas to a tourist resort, for example, across an internat ional b rel er. At th JJ1 al eI tinati 11 , 

traffi cked children become part of an underground worl d ill c alit)' int whi h th 

effec ti ve ly di sappear (UNICEF 2006: 49) . 

Traffi cklll g is one of the fastest growmg criminal enterprises In th e \ riel . Trani ked 

chil dren are also almost invisible to the eye of the stati sti ci an. lIe tin g el ata ab ut thcsc 

children IS notorioll sly difficul t. Although reliable global statistic ar IInp s iblc t 

·1 
compil e, it is estimated that trafficking affects about 1.2 mi lli n chi ldren ach car 

(U ' II" I become so lucrati\·c that it inv Ivc 
1\ \. EF 2006:S0).The trafficking industry las 

. f d II le ·t t drug and armed 
exorbi tant annu al profits amo unting to billions 0 0 ars I 

d 
. I ·Id ork under h rrdic 

ea lings(AG RlN ET 2003:3).An estimated 8.4 mil ll on c 11 ren \\ 

Cl rCll1 t TI rd· debt bOl1dage or other f0ll11 11S ances : ley are lorce 111 to ~ 
f la\ cr . 1J110 
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I
)rostitution and pornography or into participation in arnled confll'ct or th ' II " , o er lICit actl it i 

(UNICEF 2006: 50-51), 

Central to the phenomenon of trafficking in AfTica is the abuse of the tTadition r pia ing 

children with extended families, or with other care-takers when they cannot be ar d ~ r by 

their parents. Conflict has also contributed to the trafficking of children, n t nl b 

increasing their vulnerability, but also through militia-initiated abduction and xpl itati n. 

Children are trafficked for domestic service, in fami ly businesses, comm ri al n 

plantations and mine sites and general labor (ILO 2003: 5), 

The BBC quotes a United Nations Children's Fund report that no one kn w the al rIll . 

problem in Africa, but the Intern ati onal Labour Organisation e limat at 

children are annuall y traffick ed within West Africa, Almost all Afri can stat 

by trafficking as impor1ers or exporters , or both , It also warns that children ar th bi 'g 'st 

victims of trafficking: forced into slavery, recruited as child so ldi er r Id illlO 

prostitution (BBC Ne\vs 2004) , 

Traffi cking in person , especiall y \Vo men and children inside Ethi opia , is be millg a scn li S 

! 

and significant probl em, They face va ri oLl s exp loitati on and abLl se~ , It is b"i us tha t fe, 

studi es have been conducted 011 th e magnitude of child traffi cking In hi pia In thl. 

, I t LI \\ 'a a stud) carricd 
regard, the stud y conducted by AGRINET (2003) indicates t la ler 

I Add ' Ababa Dire Da\\ a. J i11111l3 , 
out in six major urban centers of the country, name Y IS ' 

D I b t ntial number of \\ omen 
essie, Bahir Dar and Awasa , The findin gs revea led t lat a su 
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and chi ldren (24.4%) were found to be trafficked in the sele t d d . c e stu y Sit . A i nifi ant 

proportion of trafficking victims (26.8%) were children aged \ 0- \ y ar at the tim 

migration . The major intennediaries of trafficking are brokers. Out f th \: men en 

girls who came through brokers, 68 .6% were trafficked, 74.2% f the trani k d \J r 

directly engaged in sex work (AGRINET 2003: iv). 

A study conducted in Bahir Dar also shows that most of the 011 rant and traffi k I 

children are ori ginally from the small rural Woredas in the adjacent z n . ta n 

to Bahir Dar on account of a multitude of intricate pu h and pull fa t r . Th n 

frequen tl y mentioned reasons include: the search for job , famil y rake! \ 11 , illu i 11 

abou t urban li fe , the search for educational opportuniti e , p er pr ur ane! di s rd ith 

fami ly members (FSCE 2003:1) . Thus, I have tri ed to find LIt th natur and 

child traffick ing and to d iscover whether they are traffick ed G r th e purp 

sex ual exp loitation or both. 

3.3 .2 In ternal trafficking 

Reported of trafficking of people within countri es has been relati vel negle ted arti 11 

2006 : 12). In addi tion to this, Rahel also cites the JLO report and \ rites that e n if 
I 

t·· ffl I . . . d I ' Id ' . 'owing to be more all is lie of 1<1 IC,lng In persons, espeCIall y women an Cli len, IS gl 

global interest. It appears that more attent ion is given to the ex t rn al trafficki ng (am ng 

. . . f . J ( . nternal) trafficking and 
COU lllnes) as literatures that dep icts the situation 0 111 te1l1 a I 

. ' . . B t the a\;ailable literature ho\\ . 
measures bell1g taken to alleVIate the problem ale scanty. u 

20 6:"') that the intern al child trafficking is growing in magnitude (Rahel 
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According to Martin (2006), thc trafficking of people for sexual exploitati n nd 
r d 

labour is one of the fastest growing areas of international criminal activity and n the t i 

increasing concern to the international community. Generally, the flow of tra ing i 

from less developed to more developed regions and countries. While much f th a ll nti 11 

on trafficking has focused on those who cross international borders, trani In J "vi th i 11 

countries is also very common. Victims of forced prostitution usually end up in lap il i 5, 

sex tourism areas or near military bases, where the demand is highest. Victi m cI 

labour may be found throughout a country, in agriculture, fishin g indu tri , min . and 

sweatshops (Martin 2006: 12). 

Internal trafficking shares many common elements with internal di spl a 111 nt (Ill I on ' 

could argue that intemal traffi ck ing victims are internally di splaced p r . Int 'Illal 

traffickin g and internal displ acement intersect in other respects. Per ns \ h ha e be ' 11 

internally displaced by confli ct. violati ons of human ri ghts and natural r hu man-maue 

di sasters are more vuln erabl e to trafficking. lDPs often lack famil and I11l11unlt . 

networks as well as economic OPPoJ1uniti es, making them vulnerable to promis r bettel 

situations elsewhere (Ma11in 2006: 13). 

In four East Afri can countries (Ethiopia, Kenya, Talizani a and Uganda), th re i an Intcl11al 

traffick ing of chil dren and yo ung wo men from rural to urban areas for d me tic \\olk and 

fo ' . . . . . I l1ent oender inequalit (the 10\\ I Plostltutlon. The comb1l1atJ ol1 of poverty, unemp OYl ' " 

t '. . . ' I D 'cement enable traffickin l! s atlls of glrl-chll dren), lI1 adequate legIslation and poor aw en 0 1 

in girl s to thriye in East Afri ca (Pearson 2003:3) . 11 is a long- tand in
o rriean lJ adJllon rOI 
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parents of poorer rural families to send their children to g'o li ve (and k) ' I I I . Wor \l 11 1 w a 111 r 

famili es, often in urban centers. This was once a kind of ' fostering' an'ang menl lag 

200 1 :59) Today, that praFtice has been exploited by traffickers so that many u h hildr n 

are in fact child domestic workers with no access to education, no freedom of m menl 

and working long hours in poor conditions for little or no pay. The nonnalizati n f Ih 

cultural tradition of child domestic work and the fact that it is so wide pread in all th fI ur 

countri es is an added barrier to ending this form of traffi cking in girl s. in me a 

ch ildren's movement is facilitated , usually by a 'fami ly fri end ' or a quaintan e and th u In 

a posi ti on of trust. Many such children are then kept in hi ghl y ex pl itativ 

work (pros titution or domestic labor) suffering non-payment ( r und r payment wag 

sex ual and physical abuse, long hours and no day off (Pea r on 20 :. ). 

Girl s traffi cked for prostitution frequently suffer rape, ph y i al ab u ar n t I aid 

underpaid by their exp loiters, live in poor conditions and w rk G r i ng h ur , s Ii i in r 

client s. Some are abducted by clients. In addition , th ey suffer fr 111 hara ment [r m th e 

police and th e local community guards, unplanned pregnancy and ri k and 

STls infection (Pearson 2003: 4) . 

1- I ' . . .. , d I 'Id . t 'a fri ck'eel G r forced labor and ::. \ 11 0plLl IS a source country for men, women, an c 11 len I 

G . ' . . . ' ffi k d vithi n th e cou ntry for d me tiC 01 sex ual ex plO1tatJOl1. Children and ad ults ale tl a lC e \ 

sc' . . . I e ' ual ex ploitation and G r labor, uch a 
. 1\ al1\ and : to a lesser extent, for commel cIa s x < 

S\rec \ vend ing (US Department 2004). 
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IRIN News (2006) quotes an 10M report that Ethiopian children arc bcin J 

Id r a lilll 

as US $1.20 to \Vork as domestic workers or prostitutes. It further stat that up 1 2 ), 

children, some 10 years old, are sold each year ,,, their parents and traffi k d b di h n<.:s l 

brokers to work in cities across Ethiopia. It points out a legal expcl1 \ ith th 

counter-trafficking unit in Addis Ababa statements that the internal tra[fi ck in hildr n 

in Ethiopia was one of the highest in the world. It says "The parents are oft II d d \ it" 

promises of money or that the child will be educated, " "Traffickers pay or 1111 I I f 

Ethiopian birr ($1 .20 10 $2.40) for each child. We are talking about f/7 

each year." II also says that the specific numbers were almost impos ibl du 1 

the secret nature of the trade, but estimated that it could be up to 20 00 lind 

two-thirds of the chi ldren are trafficked by brokers who take a per hi l l', 

earnings, while one- third are trafficked by friends and family. IRI 

indicates traffi cking is the fas test growing crime in the world ; it i b ed t net til 'c 

involved aro un d $10 bi Ilion a year. The majority of boys and girl nd lip a d J11 ' ti 

labourers , commercial sex workers, weavers or professional beggars (JR] 2 . In 

view of that , I ha ve tried to assess the real situation of internal child trafficking taken I la c 

fro m Cheha Woreda (selected research sites) to Addis Ababa thr l -,=,h ~i,.i;~I..:-1.1 I ther 

people, and its final results to the victims after arriving at de tinati 11 area. Thi ha 
I 

fac ilitated to identi fy the current crisis of internal trafficking in our countr . 

3.3.3 Factors Leadina to Internal Child Trafficking 
b 

Th e Push Factors 

M ' '. '. I C tor for ch ild traffickin g. It I 
ost IJteratu re gIve emph aSIS to povel1y as a maJol causa ac 
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the major reason, which makes the majority of children vulne bl ffi ' ra e 10 Ira Ickll1g ul i I 

should be mentioned here that it is not the only reason for trafficking ( inha 2 :1 

2003 , Terre des Hommes 2001). Two sub-regional studies undertaken by 

and 2000, have given us some insight into the other factors that have contributed I and 

have driven the practice of child trafficking in the region. Analyses in both studie 

that poverty, cultural values and traditional belief systems all work to weaken the pr 

of child rights and push children towards Traffickers (Salah 200 I: 4). 

As Salah highlights the UNICEF report, some of the other underlying cau ar 1I h a 

lack of vocational opportunities, insufficient and/or inaccessible scho ling, inad quat 

non-ex istent protective legislation and poor law enforcement. Thi i a ravat I by tl 

political , and economic instability, the prevalence of armed con nict in m c untri , and 

most importantly, by lack of knowledge of the famili es, the youth and hildr n f 111 

that are involved in trafficking (Salah 2001). 

In the socio- cultural domain children are seen as an in vestment by par nts and , 

the 
ex pected to make a tangible contribution to famil y income in ca h (in kind). I 

tradition of all countries in the sub- region to ass i ~n children a task in th e househ Id fr m 
I 

I d TI 'k f 11ildren is ociall accel tcd . 
\\' len th ey are young as four or fi ve years 01. le WOI 0 c 

TI
' . . '. d I and for the a s cia ted a Ii II I 

liS view creates felide around for chJld laboLII 10 eve op . 
b 

f I 
. ., . . . . . II other factor th at increase 

o t le traffickll1g 111 chIldren . Gender dlSCr1l11lnati on IS le 
he 

ri sk of being trafficked (ILO 2004:5) . 
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lLO further states that in West and Central Africa most tr fC: k d I ' , a IIC e c 1t1 dr n am fr m 

families containing 7 - liS children; they included single parent fam ii i and Ih 

monogamous and pol ygamous marriages. Children appear most at ri sk f traffi king \J h n 

they are members of a family with 8 or more children (ILO 2004). 

In the case of Ethiopia, a study which was conducted in Chencha Wor do of QII1 0 

MCDP states that the major causes of children's take to Addis Ababa and t 

poor socio- economic situations of their families, large family IZ a ain t limited 

landholdings and lack of schooling opportunities for the children (M DP 2 4: ). 

The Pull Factors 

Traffickin g services a market in which there are both buyers and 

traffickin g refl ec ts not j ust an increase in "push" factors, but also th UJ1 m 

labor uemands - particularl y in the infonnal , umegulated sector. Th I mand sid ' 

traffi ckin g has not yet been subject to close analysis: a refl ecti n 

unjustifi ed and often inherently racist assumption that the "probl em" Irani ki n is 

essenti ally caused by the source countries (Gallagher 2002: 1 ). H \ e er a ill iams 

nn\ c<:; in his study of the market dynamics of trafficking, demand is lear! suffi cient t 

. " . . d . . I . . d I encoura' the 
SLi stall1 the enormous profits requIred by orgaJ1lze , cnm1l1a gloup an 

I 

e 
. 1 . b 't ' to 11atch SU I)I) I)' ",ilh demand 

ll1elgencc of a new breed of entrepreneurs vnose J O I IS 1 

(Will iams 1997: 145 -154). 

The globa l labor market reproduces traditional gendered division 
f labor \Vhi h C I l. I a 

f 
d' . ion i th I \\ mcn ha\\.; 

greater or lesser extent in all countri es. The effect 0 the e 1\'1 , 
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less opportunity than men to engage in skilIed work The I r . yare, t lerell r mu h m r 

dependent than men for employment in the very sector where demand ~ r th PI' du 

trafficking is strongest (Gallagher 2002 : 19). 

The economics of the trafficking business requires low investments and n UI' high 

returns (Sinha 2006 :2). The "pull" power of information should not be lind r timat d. 

study of trafficking pattems reveals that many persons make the decision t mi Jrat n th 

basis of false or mi sleading information. Traffickers typically minimize th 

in in'egular migration and greatl y exaggerate the potential gains. The fal PI' ml, and 

deceit which characteri ze modern trafficking practices follow and bui ld lip I1 l1 h 

misinfomlation (Gallagher 2002 :19) . 

In the case of Ethi opi a, a stud y whi ch was conducted in Chenclia W reda r (111/0 (io[1I b I 

MCDP states that children can be easily attracted by their relatives a their ri end who 

were trafficked to Addis Ababa and occasionally retum home with hanged I h sica l 

appearance. Thi s impli es the situation attracted the children to go to Addi s baba t let 

similar chances like their peers (MCDP 2004:6). Hence, ch ildren ho ar taken fl III 

Cheha Woreda (se lected research sites) to Addis Ababa share the push and pull ractor that 

1 have tri ed (0 inves ti gate. 

3.3.4 The Con seq u en ces of [nternal Child Trafficking 

'1 ' d mJTIunitic end 
The victims of child trafficking 111 0st1 y separated from their faml les an c 

. fiOD11S of work, uch a a_ricultu rc. l11ininl!. 
up III prosti tution and other exp loitati ve 



manufacturing, fishing, begging and domestic service They are d r I . elense ess a ain t au 

and exploitation and traumatized (ILO 2003: iii). 

It is estimated that millions of children in many countries are traffi cked, bu t th c 

number of victims is unknown. Often the children come from impo r rural 

areas/countries and go to urban areas of the same country. The fin al ut m i th 

exploitation through work of the child being relocated, and a seriou e mpr mi [ th 

child 's access to education and other aspects of healthy human d el pm nl. h 

ex ploi tation is manifested through the abusive conditions to whi ch th hild i 

including ph ysical and mental abuse, confinement, inadequate, r, n n- xi t nt hea lt h ar , 

poor accommodation, and hazardous work (ILO 2003). 

Exp loitat ion may have been intended from the beginning or ha b nan cqucn' he 

process of displacement (Gaalen 2003 :11). The consequence [ child traf I kin' 31 

includ e: death , drug dependency, family disintegration; the risk of vi \encc, ph y i 31 and 

emot iona l d:::mage due to premature sexual activity to girls, and ex po ur t J lJ al d 

other sex uall y transmitted diseases (STIs). In the case of girl s, th ere is al th ri k 

pregnancy, ea rl y motherhood, and reproductive illnesses that might a feet [utur 

reprod ucti ve abi lity (lLO 2003) . 

Inlhe case of Ethiopia, as Zerihun (1996:4) cites, UNICEf ( I 6) and lL (1996) rcp rt 

. d' 'd d t b exploitativ \\ hen a child 
In lCale that the work perfolmed by a child is conSI ere 0 

I . or when the \\'01 ' 

starts full time work at too early an age, or, works too many 10UI 
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imposes excessive physical, social and/ or psychological t . s rams which hamper hi r 

development. Accordingly, this study investigated the consequences of intcmal hild 

trafficking to the victims after aITiving at destination area. 

3.3.5 International and National Legal Provisions 

International Instruments 

Some of the conventions of the UN and ILO dealing with employment, lab ur and 

trafficking issues that Ethiopia ratified include: the UN Convention for the uppr I n 

the Traffic in Persons and the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Other (I 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Right (1 tl1 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Ri ghts(1966), the UN nv nti n 11 tl1 ' 

Elimination of all F0l111S of Di scriminati on Against Women ( EDA W) ( I 7 lh lJ 1 

Convention on the Ri ghts o f the Child (CRC) (1 989), ILO, The Pri at menl 

Agenci es Convention (No.I 8 J ,1997) , ILO, The Abolition of Forced Lab ur nV'nli on 

(No. 105, 1957), ILO, The Di sc riminati on (Employment and Occupation) on 

III , 1958), and ILO Convention No. 182 on the Worst fon11S of Child Lab r 2 06 

87). 

However, Ethi opia has not rat ified the majo r UN and ILO inslrument \ hi ch are rcle\ant to 

the issue of traffickin <.J in women and ch ildren. These are The Mi grant for 111 pI )"111 l: I1t 
Co 

Convention (revised), 1949 (No.97), Migrant Workers ( upplementar 

Convention , 1975 (No. 143), The Convention on the Promotion of qualil of I P rtUl1lt , 

and Treatment of Migrant Workers, 1975, The UN In tel11 ationa l 
on\'enll n 11 lhe RI 'hi 
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of Migrant Workers and their families, 1990 and UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppr 

punish Trafficking in Person, Especially of Women and Children, 2000 (10M 20 7) . 

nd 

It is indicated in the study of 10M (2006) that, though all international agreement "thi pia 

has ratified are regarded as part of the law of the land as per Article 9(4) of the I 

Constitution of the Federal Republic of Ethiopia, their application is made les r I vant 1 

the actual situation because translating the instruments to the official working langu 

rarely done and the provisions of intemational instruments require the prol11ul ati n 

subsidiary legislation by the national lawmaking body (10M 2006: 87). 

Regional Instrumen ts 

The African Chapter on Human and People 's Ri ghts was adopted in and 3m int 

existence in 1986 has been approved by more than fort y Afri can state , lhll il b m th l: 

1110st up to standard regional convention (lOM 2006: 8). 

According to FSCE program coordinator at the Nati onal Consultati ve Work h 
n trect 

and trafficked children conducted in eRDA (2007) , regarding the African harter n til l: 

ri ghts and welfare of the Child on it s part , A11icle 29 "State parties to fh pI' S nt hart I 

shall take appropriate measllres to p revent. (a) Th e abduction, the al of or trajJt klllg oj 

children for any purpose or in any f a 1'171 , by allY perSall including par nl or I gal 

guardians of th e child; ., (Bitv./oded 2007 :1 6). 

. . .. ~ of e ' ploilation inc1udllll! 
nder thI S Charter, Al1icle S also protects ch Jld ren fl 0 111 an y 01111 

f 
and degradin puni hill lit a//(/ 

Ira fi cking which "condemns all f orll1 of exploilDtioll 
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treatment ". Thus, this charter protects any form of exploitat" . I . . . Ion mc udmg traffi ckm I M 

2006: 89). 

Child right African Charter is also developed to facilitate th . fi . e ratl Ica tl n and 

implementation of the UN convention on the rights of children to the children in Afri a 
oj 

given unique factors of their socio-economic, cultural and devel~pmental cir um tan 

(Zema 2005 : IS) . It condemns trafficking including for the purpose of all fon" f ' In 

(FSCE 2006 :6). 

National Legislations 

Policy Fram ework 

Tho ugh the problem of child intemal trafficking is very 111 ~ th i pta a 

comprehensive national policy on trafficking is not put in place. P Ii y in trum ent 111 ar 'a 

like labo ur which have a direct link with the problem are lacking.· Al th ugh m th 

ex istin g poli cies li ke the National Women Policy, the Nati onal Ecl ucati n and Trainin ' 

Policy, th e Developmental Social Welfare Policy may playa part in addre In 111 

aspec ts 01 the problem, their contribution towards gui din g and co rdinatin eff< rt t 

combat traffick ing is minimal. Generally speaking, it cou ld be sa id that the "pre enti nand 

Suppress ion of ch ild trafficking" has not been giveq due con ideralion at the p 
vel in 

Ethiopia (10M 2006: 84-8 5) . Besides, in the proceedin~ 01 a ati onal 
nsu ltativc 

Wo rkshop on street and trafficked children (2007), FSCE progTam coordinat r pres ntcd 

th at there is no national p'olicy regarding the sale of children in the ounlr . 
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Another pertinent document (if not a policy) in connection to the issues of hildr 11 i til 

N'lti onal Plan of Action for Children (MOLSA 2005) Tile d , , . ocumcnt r tl1 

problem by protecting children from abuse, exploitation, and violcll C a it 

expected outcomes. To achieve this outcome, the activities designed in Iud pLi Ii 171ng 

and enforcing laws on sexual exploitation and worse fOnTIS of child lab r' r 111 

children from hazardous working environments and forced labor; provid in J th 111 \ ith 

rehabilitative services such as education, skill training, health and food ; nd takin ) 

measures on offenders of sexual violence, trafficking in girl s and 11 m r I ' u't1 

exploitation of girls (MOLSA, 2005). 

Th e Federal Dem ocratic R epublic of Ethiopia Constitution 

Articles 36(e), 35(4), 18(2) of the constitution strictly prohibits exp loiti hill hI I ' la\, . t 

customs and practices that oppress or cause bodily or mental harm t w 111 n; traffi kin I in 

human beings [or whatever purpose. "Although the importance of the ab nstituti l1 al 

provisions in combati ng trafficking could not be undermined, more detail ed rul s 'nn I 

various aspects o[ traffic l~ing are requi red to effectively and-adequa t~ l y addre s the PI' blcl11 

of traffickin g in women and children" (JOM 2006:90). 

Th e Pella! Code of th e E lllpire of E thiopia (195 7) 

Even if th e Penal Code of 1957 is repl aced by Criminal Code 0[2005 it i Il11p rtantt 
cc 

its I' " I d 'n the IJroces of trial app Icabil lt y because it is sti ll relevant fo r cases a rea y I 
rt l Ie 

60 " f " . . t re en t traffi ckinl! in Infant. 
o the penal cod e is th e re levant provIsion that ploposes 0 P -
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and young persons In addition to women. As to this provision, an act IS consid r d 

tl'afficking in children when it is done for purpose of I)rostitutl'on - ' h I ' '! ~ven Wit t lelr c n nt 

and despite the absence of gain for the trafficker. In contrast to the Palermo Protoc I arti 

605 of the 1957 penal code fails to cover sexual exploitation other than prostituti nand 

exploitation of a non -sexual nature. Besides, because of its usage of the term traffi 

"recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of persons as part 

trafficking" are not taken in. Third, since it requires coercion for an act to be con ider d 

trafficking, it could not be invoked against those traffi ckers who transport victim wi lli n ,I 

ror whatsoever reason (10M 2006: 92). 

Th e Crimillal Code of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (2005) 

Artic les 635-638 of the new criminal code dea l wi th trafficking in min r in add iti n 

to women for sexual exploitation. Moreover, articles 597-600 intro Iuc additi nal 

provisions to tackle the problem of trafficking in women and children -~ r the 

purpose of labor exploitation. Even if it includes add itional provisions on traffickin , 

sex ual ex ploitation other than prostitution and labor ex plo itation other th an ~ reed 

labor and trafficking for the removal of organs are not covered . In additi n, the \ a 

"rorcecl labor" is defined'may create confusion \V it~ arti cle 597 th at 
nlend \ ith 

"enslavement including slavery in a disgu ised form" (10M 2006), 

III t 
_ f ' "d' t' tIle Jl1 ax imu m penal l of Ii e cal 

ellllS 0 penalties, the new crJ !11111al co e main alns 

, .. , _ ffi k' en and minor for the pUll 0 C 
IIllP II SOlll11 ent and ten thousand Bm' fin e for tra IC Illg \ om 

r . ,. , ' ' - t years i mpri onmcnt and a t n 
o sexua l ex plOi tatIon With possIb le aggra\'atJ on thlee to en 
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th
ousand Birr fine. The punishment for trafficking women and I 'Id r C 11 ren lor forc d la ur I 

tllree to twenty years imprisonment and a maximum fine of fi Cot I Ill y t lOusand lIT. hi 

indicates that trafficking women and children for forced labor is a much m r eri LI 

offence under the new c:iminal code compared to trafficking children and worn n ~ r lh 
.; 

purpose of prostitution, which is in the least, hard to explain (lOM 2006: 95-9 ). 

The Private Employment Agency Proclamation No. 10411998. 

As to the study commissioned by 10M, the private employment agen y pr lam ti n 

104/1998 describes the rights and duties of private employment agenci b th I I al < 

well as fo reign employment. Article 18 (I) (a) of this proclamation li pu lat th at PI' idin ' 

employment services \vithout getting hold ofa license in accord anc with th pr lamati II 

is liable to be punished by impriso1Ullent for three years to fi ve year and a t n th I I and 

Birr fin e. Even if the proclamation does not directly defin e traffi kin g a an fG'11 e it 

makes the act punishable. As a consequence, it plays a vital role in [jilin th the 

prov isions of the criminal code. Thus, "[a]ny case of trafficking in per n 111 ludin ' 

trafficking in children , w hi ch is not clearly covered by the criminal code can be pr 
tlted 

based on th e penalty pro vision . .. of the proclamation ... Moreover, it make pI' seCU li n f 

traffickin g cases easi er, as the prosecutor is requij'ed to prove onl 
th at the ac 1I ed ha 

conducted empl oyment activit ies without having a li cense to do so" (I 
2 06 : -99). 

f child! en \ ho 
Otlle ' . . . . I d JI'otective of the ri ght 

I IJrO\"IS lons that are Includ ed 111 t le stu Y as 1 

fa ll under different exploitat ive situations are AJticles 2512 - 2 9" and 2601 
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'ecognizes the relationship between a housemaid and her emplo d " . 
I yer an provIding n hI 

and obligations of the housemaid and the employer. However, compared to the pr Ie ti n 

accorded to employees under the labour proclamation, these provisions of the i il d 

provide diminished protection for domestic servants. Some of the protections of the lab ur 

proclamation such as the limits on normal working hours are incompatible with th 

conditions of work for domestic workers. However, other protections, especially Ih 

relating to periodic and other rest days, seem to be unjustifiably denied to domestic w rk r 

by the law. Considering the fact that most domestic workers are children and y un lirl 

and the absence of minimum age limitation in their employment, the law h uld I r id 

1l10re, rather than less, protection for them. Otherwise, the legal system will be ntributi n I 

to and sustain the vulnerability of women and children engaged as dome ti c w 

2006: 100-101). 

The study also avows that the Labour Proclamation No. 37712003, apart [I' 111 th th ' r 

provisions that make young workers enj oy th e same conditions of work a ad ult pr vid 

speciaJ conditions of '.vork for yo ung persons under Alticle 89 - 91. At th e ut 

empl oyment of persons under the age of 14 is prohi bited. In additi n Arti cl 

prohibits a work situation that puts in danger th e life or health o[ young \ orker . 
I 

Article 90, the n0ll11 al work ing hours for young \~'orkers shall n t exceed even hour 

,. I . . . -k kly re t da s and on publ ic 
II It 1111 a day. NIght work, overtlJ11e \\'o rk, WO I s 0 11 wee 

holi days are prohibited under Alticl e 91. 
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A
rticle 184 (1) of the proclamation provides penalties for viol t' . . ! a lrg condit! n pr id d 

under article 90 and 91 , that is, is a fine of five hundred Birr E . r . ven I a penall ~ r 

employing children under the age of 14 is not provided in the proclamali n Ih a I i 

punishable by article 576 of the criminal code dealing with Mallreatlll III of Mill r . 

study maintains that sub article 1 of Article 576 of the criminal code stipulat .. Who \ r, 

having the custody or charge of a minor, ill-treats, neglects, over tasks or b GIS hilll J< ,. 0 11 

reason or in any manner, is punishable with simple imprisonmenl /I I dill Ih ,. 

month " (10M 2006: 103- 104). 

Moreover, the non-govemmental organization (FSCE) together with th rnm nl 

making effOlis towards upgrading the legal system of the country that it \J ill b m 

more fri endly. \vith the ultimate objective of achieving better tandard Il1palib l t 

internati onal lega l standards particularly the fulfillment of the onv nti n n th I i Iht 

the Child ( FSCE 2006:7). 

Th e GI/rage Custol1l([JT Law (l'e-Gurage Kitc!w) 

As GPSDO director declares, the organization published and di tributed The 
/I ra 7 

C 
. . G I ° aoe by 2000 \ hich i rele anI 

I/stolllalJ Law (Ye-Gurage Krtc/Ja) Jl1 the uragfgna an:;,u :;, 

to the stu dy areas. J(itcha is the Gurage Customary Law under cial re ponsibi lil stale 

abo ut child ri ght s including child trafficking as foll ows : 



Article 13.1.1 

In Gurage culture, parents have responsibility to, shall give care to and teach their hildr n 

as far as they can without discriminating sex. 

Article 13.1.2 

Children do not have access to education and those who have access even migrate to ur < n 

place to generate income to their families at an early age. The prevalence rate i urr ntl 

increasing which has an influence on the development of childhood. Hence, par nt and 

society shall prevent the problem. 

Article 13.1.3 

The Gurage child migration shall need fUlih er research since it has negati ve 

ocio-economic factors . 

Thus, the study which has been conducted in the onglll and in de tinati n ar a ha 

attempted to give an insight into the ex isting po licy, the national legislative fram \ rk . 

the Gurage Customary Law (Ye-Gurage Kicha) and their implemenlati n with 111 ' 

concerned bodies in combating child trafficking. 
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Chapter 4 : [::actors that Contribute to the Vulnerability of Children 

to Trafficking 

In this chapte) , I made an effort to present factors that directly contribut th 

vulnerabilit) OJ children to trafficking from the selected research sites (Ywezh k b I , 

Buchach keiJe/(', Emdibir and Gubre). The section tries to give an insight to three main 

interrelated fae ors (economic, socio-cultural and demographic) that are shared by th 

trafficked d .ilcL ,no 

The findin 2s 0 the study are analyzed vis-a.-vis the Convention again t the Tran 11 3ti nal 
" . 

Organized Cr il ,e also called the Palenno Conven ti on as well as the 

Human Ric ilts nd Migration Based Approaches . 

4.1 Econo n i l Ictors 

4.1.1 Povel Y 

Accord ing 10 I ,e police officer in the Gurage zone po li ce station , the number r a e 

reported is ; bo t 159 trafficked children in the year of 1997E.C- 1999 ~. . and [\ hi h 79 

are fro lll Ci eli woreda .. Almost all of th em were traffi cked due to th e reas n 

and oth er re jal' ; fac tors that wi ll be presented later. 

A signific31 1 I 

. I 't the main factor that i I 311 0 the 
mber of the people intervIewed agree l la 

earch ite is p \·c ~ . 
. . . d . r:C:ck l'no in the selected r 

,lerab lhty of chll ren to tl a Jl ::> 

. . . . t at the hOllsehold levcl. Thea: i. 
\ case materials, there IS a seriOU S PO\ el y < 

cause to th l \, 1 

Based on t1 '': 
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land scarcity due to the growth of population which will be elaborated I t a er. ven if th 

economy of the household is depending on farming the families are involved in til r 

different activities such as doing daily works, selling fruits and vegetables and s lI in J he nd 

made materials to supplement income. Children are also involved in selling fruit and 

vegetables, chewing gum and other food stuff in the market or at the side of the road. 

are more involved in polishing shoes, daily activities, and selling fTuits. From th 

materials and observation, children are engaged in the mentioned activities ber, r r a 

school. Due to this problem, some children are forced to move to the urban areas thr u 'h 

the process of trafficking to generate income for their famil y by being enga d in di ' Ill 

activities. They are expected to suppOli their family at an early age (see appendix: I . 

All 20 case materials that were conducted at the household level and 20 ca ith i tims 

of traffic king presented intensely in the next section point out that many hil dr 'l1 an.: 

tra fficked due to low family income. Famili es can not feed them adequatel an 11 t bll 

cloth , shoe and can not send them to schoo l. Hence, children are fo rced to c 

Ababa and other urban areas by the peJl11ission of their fam il y thJ ugh r lati c 

neighbors and they are expected to make income. 

A case of a married wom an whose age is 26 illustrates with the abo 
statement 111 \c/hl: 

Kehele as fo llows : 

68 



Case 1 . . 
She is engaged in makmg .and sellmg coffee kettle stands which are made of sisal, and 

she gets 5 birr on market day: (Tuesday and Friday) of the week. Her husband is a 
farmer and he is also engaged m daily activities in Emdibir town and he gets 7-10 birr 

per day. She has one daughte~ and two sons whose ages are less than 9 years old. 

currently, she useS contraceptive, and she stops giving birth because of poverty. She 

sent her daughter to Addis Ababa two years ago in Demoze bet (which literally means 
a house of payment) to >be engaged in domestic work because the mother is unable to 

feed her daughter and< b~q sons. Her daughter went to Addis Ababa during Mesko/ 
through her father 's r elative who is living in Addis Ababa. She visited her family last 

Mesko/ by bringing some amount of money to her family. This woman has a plan to 

send her sons to Addis Ababa after they grow up due to the household poverty. She 

said that they are expected to make income to the household after a few years like 

their sister. She is living with her mother-in-law who has mental problem. 

While I interviewed the above respondent I saw a 7 year old girl in the h 1I and lh 

woman told me about the girl that she had employed, paying her 10 birr per m nth t afr 

her small boy, and the woman gives the girl's salary to her mother every m nth . 11 r 

mother is living in a nearby rural kebele. As the woman told me, her mother a 
h r 

daughter to the woman because of poverty. She is not able to give. care to her. 1 

that the girl could not carry the small boy, and the woman forced her to carry the bab 

every time by insulting her. The woman sends this girl and her SOil to an informal 

near her home to learn the Amharic alphabet. There is no payment for the lesson. 

h I 

TI t . I reveal tbat there i a en 1I 
lUS, the above evidence and many other case ma ena s 

h 
ffi k' . rder to mak In \11 

ollsehold poverty that makes children to be exposed to tra IC mg 111 0 

~ h ·ted \. ith hi fami l In tat 
or the family. The fo llowing case of an 11 year boy w 0 relllll 

ch I an al 
Kebele near Gubre and !who is a student in Aba Franswa Elementar 

. . ftraffi cking definiti n: 
enlighten the above statement using the Palermo ConventIOn 0 . 
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Case: 2 
He has stayed in Addis~baba for about a year. He went to Addis Ab b d ' 

, . hb h'l h' f '1 a a urlng 
Meska/ with his nelg or w I e IS ami y forced him to be engaged in some kind of 
job to generate income to ,the household since they are economically poor. His parents 

heard th,at Addis Ababa IS a good destinat.ion where poor people can move and get 
jobS easily and save money to support their poor family. Before he went to Addis 
Ababa, his father had be~n long-suffering from disease, and he could not work. His 

mother was the one t hg: ~:~qught income to the family by selling oranges and bananas 
in the market. His siblings a~ealso selling orange and banana in the market. This 
situation still exists in his family after he had joined his family. When he was living in 
Addis Ababa, his employer paid him 50 Birr pre month to his family through his 
neighbor every month. tHe was carrying a baby. He played with the baby and gave care 
to it. He didn't perform any other tasks. But he didn't go to school although he asked 
the employer t o send him to school. But the employer told him that the school 

registration was ended. Then, he continued his work by getting clothes and shoes that 
he had not owned previously. He also ate food with the family three times a day unlike 

his parents. Even if th~ emplpyer has given him this good care, he was not happy, 
Finally, he decided to l eav~ the employer's house because he did not get a chance to 
continue his education. He went back to his village with his neighbor who brought him 
to Addis Ababa after explaining his interest of continuing his learning. The neighbor 

first rejected this idea, but when the boy repeatedly ~egged him, he took him to his 
village, called At at kebele which takes 30 minutes walking distance from Gubre. The 
neighbor reunited him with his family during the Arefa holiday. Currently, he is now 

learning in grade 4 and .Is polishing sh2~s to earn income to his family after school. 

Based on the above evidence and many other case materials, key info rmants and F D 

from both the study areas (origin and destination areas), family is the one that pl ay a great 

role in the process of trafficking children through close relatives or neighbors, Thi 

to the family' s inability to feed their children adequately and the family's inabil it t 

children to school since most of them are poor. As the Woreda Health Bureau 

du 

end 

P D 

1 ff 
' 1 with victims of trani king 

sa, 17 case materials at household level and 15 case matena s 

, d' d h h ve a great alue t th m, ut 
In Icate, most of the families have many children, an t ey a 
Ih " As a resul t of lhi , rami I 

ey cannot give good care to them due to low family mcorne, 

P
r (: t ' orne Chlldren rna g t /10 t 
elers to send their children to urban areas to genera e mc ' 
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eat once or twice per day. An old man said, "I! is better to send I ·Id. , ell len 10 urban ar a lik 

Addis Ababa or elsewhere since they ol1ly can get kocho from their family". 

Concerning education, as the key infonnants from both the study areas ( ri gin and 

destination areas) and the observation confirm, there are many elementary school 

Woreda which are located close to each kebele, taking an hour or less walkin di tan 

from the village. While the study investigated as to why parents do not send th ir hi Idr n 

to school rather than sending them to Addis Ababa, they said that ther 

educational opportunity in Addis Ababa compared to their vi llage . m 

parents who sent their children to the urban towns stated that there is a privile I d I In 

the destination area but deprived school at the ori gin area. Neverthele , th 

givers (reunification staff) and 20 household case materials constant ly tat th at f) ' 11 'nl. 

sent their children to towns because they cannot feed their children ince the ha • I \\ 

income and have many children . Hence, most of parents said that "what would liz !lild e(ll 

b~ro,.e going to school and after retuming ji'oll1 school If we do not Iz av ad qllal ood 

Due to this, we are forced to send th e children fa the urban. areas il1 order 10 brillg III OIllC 

10 liS. " 

Accordingly, the cUlTen( stud y fin ds out from the case materials and other s rv i C '1\ I 

tl . ' Add ' Ababa and t other ull an 
lat parents have a preference to send their chlldren to , IS 

lawns for the sake of oettino better educational opportunil 
o 0 

v hich i the rna ~ of 

tramCkl'110 b t tl f . I d II e ll "01' 111e I)ur])ose of generating income ~ I 
0 ' 1I ' le -act IS tley sen 1 I I ' 

thl: 

family. Moreover, from 9 case materi als of victims of tra ffi ck ing lho 
\Vh arc reunited 
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"I'th their family and get start learning are still engaged in difflere t t' " 
h n ac IVltles after r 

class to eam income to their family. 

As the case materials, CPUs (at FSCE, Wolkite, and Cheha) and service 

informants from both th~ study areas declare, in most cases children's salary is n t nIl 

their families every month, or every six months by the employer or by the p r n ~ h 

trafficked them, but it may be given to the families when the children or trani 

lhe homeland to celebrate annual holidays, especially Mesko/IAre/a. In 

family expects to receive their children ' s salary every month or at any tim . fourth ml I • 

parents feel sad if the children do not visit them during the holidays since it i ul\lI r(l 11 B 

social obligation of the Gurages. Thus, children have to go to the hom land l 

ho lidays with their parents and relati ves by holding their salary and oth r tll in ' th 

give respect to parents in o rder \0 gel a blessing from them for their fulure lif< . 

All the above mentioned points are the end result of poverty which mak hild r ' l1 

vulnerable to traffickin o in order to make income for the household . 
<=> 

4.1.1.1 Land scarcity 

In the study areas, as the Woreda Administration staff, Agriculture Bureau tar. 20 ca c 

. .1 " 'city of arable land due I 
Illatenals of household and observal ion demonstrate, t lei e IS seal 

I . !'.amler's ' enset fields t gelher with a mall 
popu atlon increase. For the majo rity of the 1, 

e . t d l"'ld available for them, The h 1I eh Id 
amOunt of grazing land, are the onl y laJl11S ea w 

econ . . ' d t·l e IJroduction of III omy of the research sites IS mamly base on 1 
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chat, coffee in some places and gesho in others. Because of the small size of farm land that 

fanners own, they do no~ have separate land for each crop. Moreover, household d 11 t 
. ' 

produce enough crops for the year on this limited land. They have small harve t of a ~ w r 

crops, Therefore, in order to supplement the household income, family member are ~ r cd 

to engage themselves in other activities apart from farming. Thus, children are th 

who playa great role in making income for household by moving to the urban pia 

through the process of trafficking. 

The land administration officer in Agriculture Bureau of Cheha woreda points out that th 

average size ofland holdirg in the Woreda is 0.43 hectare in dega, 0;85 hectare in k lla Cl lld 

0.75 hectar in weyna- dega per household. In most cases, the family shares the land that it 

owns to the son if he gets married and supposes to live with the family on that limit d land , 

The fact is that hardly any share of land and its production that can be transferred from fath r 

to children in the study areas. Theoretically, this day, all children have an equal right to land. 

The following household case study in Buchah kebele illustrates the above mentioned pint , 

Case 3 
~n old woman whose age is 50 years old iS ~Ii~i~g with her son who ~ot married and has 
five children in the same compoun~ : There' a~e two households which have only 4 zher 
land Size. Her grandsonwpose?geiS9W?~t~tr~fficked to Addis Ababa few months a~o 
during Arefa to be engaged in :domestic · Wo~k " in Demoze bet through her d~ughter.m. 
law who is living in Addis Ababa He was dropped out of 2

nd 
grade. The family does n~t 

know how much he is paid but th'e payment will be sent through the woman who too~ h~m 
to Addis Ababa The family decided to send the boy because the old woman a~ ; . e 
mother of the boy wh. ose age is 36 told me that they cannot feed kocho to t et Ivde 
h'ld " . , II t of ense an 

C I ren Since they have .I.imited land and they produce a sma amoun II Both 
Coffee (see aap~~n.dix:2). Her son share2 with her what he produces equa y . 

. ,,) '"""c" ",cc""/"",.",,,/ ' .. "':"':":i ,. « ;;;k .... _ 
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families get. meals t~~: n:!m,~~ L e d~~!< ~itha. ~!!,all amount of kocho and coffee and 
sometimes with gommen .!r8rn .the market. To supplement the household income both 

the husband and the Wife ar:e engag~d in daily activities. The wife is enga~ed in 
scraping enset for others and by seiling gommen during market days. Her husband 
performs farming for. others or other daily activities in Gubre. But they still have low 

household ~ncome which does n~t cover their food consumption. She started taking 

contraceptive a f ew. m~~ths ago In order, not to have more children due to the scarcity 

of food and low family tnco.me: . 

As the GSPDO director, community leaders and FGDs at the origin area avow, b y ar 

culturally the ones who can inherit the land from the family when they get marri d an I 

they are living with their parents. If the family has many boys, it is impossibl to har th 

limited land the family owns, and the eldest one of the children is the one that can take the 

portion of the land to construct a house, and to share whatever the land produce . L gicall y, 

when the land is handed down from generation to generation, the size of the hou h Id land 

size is decreasing graduc;tlly and the parents will have a narrow plot of land . Hen thi 

decreases the family income and the family members are forced to move to the urban pIa 

to generate income for the household including the children at an earl y age through the 

process of trafficking. 

As the GSPDO director, the Woreda Administrator and the Agriculture Bureau offi cer tat 

ab h . hildren's remjttance fr m 
out t e work habit of the people, since farmers are expectlllg c 

th b . . h t d areas Most of them hav 
e ur an areas, they develop poor work habIt III t e s U Y . 

I 'Id Th' ak them not I be hard 
c 11 ren who work and ilive in different urban places. IS m 6S 

w k' . ' 'fthe land is fertile and it an 
or mg m producing other types of agriculture products even 1 

gr GSPDO director fu rther affi rm 
ow vegetables and fruits in a small plot of land. The ' 

th t 
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yen if there was an effort of producing new crop varieties and It" . e cu IvatlOn practice lik a 

S
maIl-scale gardening by GSPDO in order to increase household I'nco tl (' me, 1e ,am1 r \! r 

not doing well since they mostly depend on consuming ellsel and have Ie int r I I II 

changing the consumption habits of the communities. 

Furthermore, the Woreda Administrator, the community elders, 17 case mat ri al 

households and the FGDs at origin areas acknowledge that a household may ha man 

children and the land produces a small amount of food consumption because of th lim it 

plot of land. As a result, the households do not produce enough consLlmpti n fI r til ar, 

and the family members are forced to engage themselves in different activiti in III lill' 

children at an early age by traffi cking to urban places to earn income for th [ami l . 'I his 

situation can be a factorior the chi Idren to be exposed to traffickin g and t 

di fferent activiti es, especiall y in domesti c work . Thus, child traffi cking b 

impOItant means of lisk management due to the possible failure of car il land. 

agricultural output, the high fertilit y rate and the hi gh cost of living in the sel led r car h 

sites. 

4.1.1.2 Children as Gil asset 

f b th tl e tud area I \l:al 
All case material s, CPUs and se rvice giver key inf01l11ants r OI11 0 1 

of 
til t I 'ld .' . . f ('amily and dome tic lab r fI I a c 11 ren are the pnme or the sole II1 come eamels 0 1. 

tI FGD t the ori oin area de larc thai Ihl: 
le urban people. Community key informants and s a ::> 

Gurages cul turall y considered chi ld trafficking as a normal 
racti ce since the) all: 

a to\ n and \V rk a ld u I II 

CO l11 monly known for mi grat ion A chi ld has to come to 

75 



I' nler family at an early age starting from age 7, This is a w'd d ' 115 , 1 esprea practice and it i a 

leans of survival to the family. Because of this, families prefer t 1 . , n 0 lave many chlldr n \ Ilh 

li mited land and production and they see them as an asset since they are the ur 

1 expos ll1g c 11 r n t income for the household. Therefore, this situation could be a cause 'n ' I 'Id 

trafficking, But families do not see the bad consequence of trafficking on their hildr n 

after they arrived at the destination areas. 

The 40 case materials show that families are/were relied on remittance and childr n ar 

earn ing income to their f~milies by engaging in different activities in urban area , 

The fo llowing evidence of a woman whose age is 50 in Ywezhe kebele illustrate the ab 

noted fact. 

Case 4 
She states that her children are the main source of income to her household. She 
likes children very much since they are the ones that give support to her family when 
there is any problem ih the house: She believes that children have to support their 

parent in terms of cash or other kinds throughout their life by going to urban places 
and by being engaged in certain activities. They have to cover the household cost 

during the holidays, land tax and medical assistance. She is currently the one who 
depends on her childre~'s incomes who are living and working in' Addis Ababa for long 

time. She is living with her husband. She sometimes makes and sells stands for coffee 
kettles and gets 5 bi r r p~ofit once in a week. The respondent's househol~ has.5 zher 
plot of land producing §f!Set, coffee and chat. The family size is nine ,"cludlng her 
dIVorced daughter witlj.h~er, t'!"o daughter~. They all depend on remittances that come 

from Addis Ababa including the land production. 

Moreover, there is evidence from the community elders that most parents \ ho ar P r 

prefer to send their children to urban areas to engage them in different activiti e parti ularl 
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· giving care to babies or in domestic work or in working . In In restaurants . Par nl 

tl ei11 to generate money for the household during the holida 1 ys or an y other em rg n 

, r 100 stu dun n (h 
C
ases. They also expect them to bring clothes money and otlle "d ff . 

o le In sear 1111 g fa holidays. The respondent further states that this situation is similart tl ' I . 

better life outside Ethiopia by other people in the country. 

As 17 household case studies reveal, children are seen as the gift of Goel and due t lhi 

there is an ever-increasing parental demand for having a large number of childr n ~ r lh 

purpose of child labor to generate income for the household. 

The following household case study shows the above evidence. 

Case 5 
A man whose age is 50. told me that he sent his five children to Addis Ababa at an 
early age due to lack of kocho to feed them properly. He sent them through his 
relatives during Meskal. He is living in Yewzye kebele, and he is married and has 7 
children. He has also 4 zher plot of land that grows enset, coffee and chat for the 
family consumpt ion. He believes that children are the gift of God, and they are 
valuable to generat e income for the family staring from an early age. Those parents 
who do not have children are considered as blind since they will not have any 
supporter in the future. He further stated that our people depend on the remittance 
of their children who live in the urban areas. So, it is important to have many 
children. His ch ildren visit the family during Meskal by bringing money for the 

Slaughtered cattle. They also bring salt, kerosene, and clothes for the family. 

aid th at 

n t hi 
While I interviewed the respondent, I met his married daughter in the house. h 

her husband always forbids her not to take contraceptives because he is the onl 

family, and he wants to have many children. Now, she has two children and ha a plan I 

have more children. 
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In Cheha Woreda, as the study established verification from 0 . ne woman poll 

the Gurage Zone at Wol!-:.ite, CPU and a police officer in Cl1eha IA/ I . . .,oreca , It IS Ih emil 

that makes the decision on children employment and salary. The family can al han' 

children's place of work through the person who took the children to urban pia c . I Ih 

child refuses to give money to his/her family, the family threatens that he/sh ill r tu n 

home and engage in fam1 activity so this has a great influence on the child ' n ht . 

can refuse and be accepted by the parents, but this is impossible for girls as th mi "11 'II 

a curse if they refuse what their family said to them. They will be ex pected t lIpp rt til ' II 

family throughout their li fe . 

The woman police officer further shared her experience as: "She ask d r Llilited IlIldr 'lI 

whose age was J 5-1 8 os /0 1\Ihy they allow their parents to collect tIl ir (I!w:1' (lild (Ii '\ 

replied that traffick.ers (relatives or neighbors) with the consent oj Jami!y lias (I p all ('I' (0 

move out them ji-OI11 the employer's home. So, she said that the Jamily v II 0 1/ > ( . 010 

cen(s oj children's cOl71pellsotiol1 ji-01l1 employers. The Jamily does not giv OIl C m (0 (Ii( 

child care, educotiol1 ond heolth, but their main interest is money. Th e ar //l Oll J' "I/lld d 

TI " fr; I . I " d also challg (Ii il childrell·. Ie [/QJJIc cers con lIloke con/mct WIt h emp oyels an can .. 
·1 

\\lark if (h ey hCll'e proble7l1s )vith the employers. She Jurther stated' that whell II compan 

a / t . I 1',1 the j'Jrocess Of tra/fl killg alld dm'lIl!! 
Illong parents, th e .frilher lOS a grea . 10 e · 'J 

. l Id as to where and 11'ith lI 'lia[ //lOll .' Ih /I 
rel/llttance. The lIlothers do not (//01\1 lOW an 

child' II d'scu s with 111 //lot her J fOlher. COli 
I en are elllployed Tlie fathers do not usua Y I 

I 1St I II lCl ,.,.i d 011 do 1101 I/(/\ 
lave a role after th eir husbands died, or are separatec. . 0, I 
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"ght to ask their husbands where their children are living d k ' II . all Wor l1lg alld \ ith \ hot 

amount they are employed ", 

As the community infonnants at the origin area agree, some trafficked children have n 

chance to go back to the homeland during the holidays (Meska/ Qnd Arefa) unlcs th 
:'! 

employer allows them togo, In fact, this is because of the lack of money to go back t th ir 

homeland, Some may not have enough money for transportation and for the holiday du t 

the remittance to the household income before the holidays, 

The data of FSCE -CPU in Addis Ababa, CPU of Wolkite town and heha wor do r ell 

that the problem of trafficking is high in both sexesi boys and girl s, But relativ Iy sp aking 

as the Wo lkite CPU police officer states, the case of trafficked girl s i hi h r in nllmb ' r 

compared to the number of boys in Cheha woreda, 

Why more girls? 

As 15 case studies of household, 14 case studies of trafficked children, communit Ider 

and FGDs of the selected research sites reveal, parent s prefer to send their dau ghter t th 

urban place si nce the demand for ai rls for domestic work and attend ing bab ie at the urban 
'" , , 

areas is high , So, they send them to the urban place to make income G r the famil , Be au 

or thi s, nowadays, elementary school s are preventing child trarfi ckin g b i ing a\ ar nc 

to ' " . ·1 d'no them to the urban lac G r 
pa lents to send their chlldren to school rathel t lan sen I '" , 

\V 'k' I ' .' .' t to girl s in the leaming pr c 
01 t wough the retumee committee, Schools gIve PIIO]l Y 
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compared to boys, and they also give special support to those I . w 10 are poor In rdcr n I I 

be trafficked to the urban place. 

A woman police officer of the Gurage Zone at Wolkite CPU states that girls ar tra fi 

more because girls are needed in the urban areas for domestic work and for calTyi n 

Most of them prefer to send boys to school and girls to go to the urban ar a I 

income for the household. Girls whose age is in between 7-18 are commonly cmpl 

domestic workers like giving care to little babies or perfonning 'hou eh Id 

watching over at house during the day time or giving care to old pe pl . hal i, \ h 

parents send especially girl s (0 the urban area. Thus, many girls are m v d I lh 1I1 th 11 

areas from the Cheha \\ 'o reda for the purpose of domestic labour. Thi d ni 

Responsive Based Approach which is also a right based appr a h "' , 'nel 'l 

di scrimination is now recognized as a fundamental denial of human ri ght . II lales hal a 

human rights ori entation to trafficking must also be responsive to gend er Ii r~ rcn e and 

disparities, and focus ed on reali zing human rights equally for women and men, il'l 'md 

boys. 

One of the key inform ants of the GPSDO points o;ut that there is lack of a\\'arene 
t 

cOlllmuniti es abOllt chi ld ri ght s. Recently, GPSDO stal1S working 
n hild 

In Ihe 

ril!hl 

S I 11i Idr n Denmark 1Il Ihl cc 
prOlllo tion based on CRC in co ll aboration with the ave tle 

IVo ' d . . b I' vey among bal-b I GU/'lIg£ Ihal I 
' e as lJl the G mage Zone after havtJ1g ase me sur 

used for the analysis. 
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so, if the child labour is culturally accepted at the origl'll ( . area research site) thi <11 

easi ly be recognized as people consicier their children as al/ ass t I ' I . e w llC 1 IS contra t d 

Human Rights based approach which is focused on a child rights perspccti e. It 

attention to the special needs and rights of children that are recogni sed by th 

Convention on the Rights of the Child. Child trafficking implies marked violati n a 

wide range of fundamental human rights . 

Vulnerability of ove 

From case materials and schools report s, there are 8 and 18 ove respectiv Iy xp d I 

trafficking due to different reasons. Most of them are living with their iblin I 

parents or close relatives. They take to Addis Ababa to earn income to the guardian in ' 

[he guardians are poor and are not ab le to give care to them . If the guard ians d n t '(.!(\ 

[hem, they directly send them to the urban towns through the proces f trar I king t 

generate income. These OVCs are those who lost their parents due to different a e 

as accident, various illness including AIDS , etc. The returnee committees at 

are trying to return them back from where come by giving counseling to the uardi an . 

The HNIAIDS desk under the Heal th Bureau at the Woreda level also COnfiJ111S that it i 

estimated that there are about 3000 orphans and vu~nerable children (0 ). ut f the c. 

as the project offi cer of Catholic Church Secretariat in Emdibir mentions 400 

SUPpol1 from thi s organization. Both informants agree that these OV 
are ea il e I cd 

children to trafficki n a since they do not have any means of survival. 
::. -
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However, the following case of a girl whose age is 18 d~monstrate the 0 

relation to trafficking at the household level in Ywezhe kebele u ing th 

Convention of traffi cking definition: 
Of" 

Pal rl11 

Case 6 
She is attending 4 th grade in Ywezhe primary school. She lost her father when she 

waS 10 years old and her mother died 9 years ago. She does not know the reason of 

her father's deat h. She went to Addis Ababa through her relatives during Mesko! and 
she has been working in Addis Ababa by carrying a baby for 15 birr per month. The 

salary was given t o h~r older sister. She returned home after three years because 

the employer did not send her to school so she came here and started living with her 

older sister who lost her right hand and her younger brother. She has 4 siblings of 

which one brother and one sister are living in Addis .Ababa who are engaged in 
domestic work t o generate income to the household before and after the death of 

the parents. Her brother went to Addis Ababa through a neighbor then, he took his 

sister after a f ew year s. They have almost spent 4-5 years in Addis Ababa. She is 

doing coffee ket t le st t.1lnd and her older sister takes and sells the things that she 

made to market twice a week. Her younger brother who is living with her is student 

of grade 7th in Ywezhe primary school. He sometimes performs daily works to cover 

his educational cost. Recently, her brother who is living In Addis Ababa has started 

selling second hand clothes after working for 3 years as a domestic worker and her 

sister is still hired wi th 50 birr per month performing domestic work. Both of them 

visit their siblings dur ing Meska/ by bringing some amount of money, clothes and 
other stuff . They have 4 zher plot of land that consists of enset, coffee and chat. 

They sell only chat annually for 100 birr. They eat kocho and drink coffee in the 

morning and in t he evening. Sometimes I they eat kocho with gommen and potato whICh 

are accessible dur ing market days. 

A can obviously be explained from the above, since children are under the contr I f their 

parents, they have to respect their parents ' decision. They do not I,lave the ri ght l r fu 

"' 
what parents have decided. Hence, I realized from the study areas that children ar ~ r ed 

by tI ' ' B t be that a it ma 
lell' parents to go to the urban place for work to eam ll1c~me . u , 

one can logically argue that no child wants to be separated from hi s/her parent fi r th 

of work' fi ' I I11g or others to make 1l1come at an ear Y age, 

82 

, 



4.1.2 High demand for child labour in Addis Ababa 

As 10 residences in Addis Ababa show, this day there is a problem of gellin h u maid . 

in Addis Ababa since the. re are other altemative activities that generat ' I .; e mcom 1 11 111 III 

the city. This day, they prefer to do daily work since the payment is 15birr p r da , 1 h 

rent house in a group and live together. If they get housemaid they ask high 

do not stay for long time because they want to increase their payment. So, it is prcf, ra I t 

bring housemaid from rural side because they can stay for long time and the pa m nt i n \ 

expensive like the urban one, Due to this, the condition leads in the 

prevalence rate of trafficking children from rural to urban areas, 

Five brokers state that the demand for child labour from rural area with lilll I 11(1 

payment in Addis Ababa is increasing due to lack of female domesli \ rk 1'. at th ' 

destination areas , If there are domestic workers, the payment they ar a kin v I . 

expensive, Because of all these reasons, urban people prefer to bring d I'k 'I S 

from the rura l areas with littl e payment, and rural parents fill the gap of d J11 esti \\' I'k at 

the destination areas by send ing their children at an early age due to po crt , Thi i a 'rcat 

'b ' ' ffi k' fr 'al 1 urban area 
COllIn utl on that increases the problem of chJld tra IC mg om rUI ' 

police Iccr and 
As it is perceived by the urban peopl e say the Wolkite, and Cheha ,P 

FSCE ' ' I I 'ld I bour is very cheap, The 
SOCIal worker at lll e bus termmal , rura c 11 a -

f 

acl' 't' , , d tel t'l'ed and bored , The are obedient t 
IVI les WIth li ttle or no payment. They 0 no lee I 

, " ' hard \ orking, and if thc) c 
employers, They do lots of th11l gs for long hOUl S, The) ale 

)1' . I do not Iul0W their nuhl and \\ hCI(: 
I lys lcal attacked they do not say anything because tley -
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II ey have to get help. According to the FSCE social worker at tl b . 
1 le us tennlJ1 al ry ~ \ 

hildren get contact with the CPUs after lots of sufferings sllch a . h c s plInlS ment, ta ali n 

and other problems. They come to the CPUs through neighbors or other p r 

sometimes by themselves to get support. Therefore, many children are traffi cked fr m th 

rural areas to Addis Ababa since child labour is very cheap and has hi gh dem nd at Ih 

desti nation areas . That 1's also why as it mentioned before parents prefer t nd th Ir 

daughters to the urban place to make income for the family since the d l11 and ~ r irl r 

domestic work at the urban areas is high. Thus, the migration based appr ach al 

emphas is th at the avai labi lity of work opportunities or the ex isting sil uati n f th d ma nd 

side for labour at the destination areas is increasing the vulnerability f child traffi kin '. , 

Besides, the demand side creates feminized migration and traffick ing in IN 111 n ha lar' I 

occurred in response to thi s demand driven reality. 

4.2 Socio-cultu ral factors 

It is no t onl y the economic fac tors that expose the child ren t traffi ckin g; ci -cuI lI ral 

factors also make a great contribution to the problem. Thi s tud y identifi e that th 
CI -

cult ura l fac tors are also another main factors for child traffi ckin g. Thus, I ha e mad an 

attempt to Investigate the socio-cul tural factors that contribut e to lh 
ulnerabilit 

ch il dren to traffickinG in the research sites. ;:, 

4.2 .1 Meskal and Arefa H olidays 
r . 1999E ) the ke I in~ nnant 

As 30 ca . 1 1 I I 1: (51 cases 1 n . .) se matena s, t le sc 100 repOI S J 

Cp I tud y area declare that the ther 
s. the sen 'ice aivers and the FGDs in both of t le 

;:, 
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main factors for child trafficking are Meskal and Arera holidays ' tl d :1' In le stu y area . 

tWO holidays have a great influence on the recruitment of children for the pu p 

domestic work. There is a high prevalence rate of child trafficking during th tim 

Culturally, it is common that the migrated Gurage people who live and work in urb 11 

places return to their villages to celebrate the holidays with their families and r lali 

their homeland. These types of Gurage people locally known as fanos . This word r 

those Gurage people who move to the urban areas to search for jobs, and they c m be k I 

their homeland during the Holidays (Meskal and A refa) , or, sometimes durin am1in ' 

season . As Worku (2006) interprets the ternl fano, "to those who migrat 10 II r! II I or '(1\ 

and those who are rural- rural lIl igrants, despite the characteristic differ II S Ih II 11(1 1'(' 

existed between the two in terms of both their streams and their occupatioll w;lh ill 111 ' II 

communities of destination" (Worku 2006: 46). Hence, as 40 case mat ri al th 

givers and the FGDs point out, these fa nos have a great contribution to the pI' 

traffi cking during Meskal and Arefa when they return to their homeland t el br3lC til ' 

holidays or other times. Fanos can be attracted the residents in the way they dre and the 

can also be mi sinfo1111ed the residents by telling them that living in urban area 
ea 

generate income and to suppo11 famil ies in rural areas. They also in itiate parent 
end 

tl ' I ' ' k ' " D -e bet Hence par nt can bl 
leJr c lIldren to urban areas to eam II1come wor 1118 111 emot. ' ., 

J"d d nan childr n ale 
eas ily attracted and mi sin fo lllled by fa ll os during these ho J ays an I 

, 'k t an earl aile to make 
trafficked to Addis Ababa and to other towns for domestI c WO I a 

IIlCome for the family, 
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Parents and teachers in the study areas mention that families se d tl ' . n lelr children t 

before the Meskal holiday, which is in the month of Meskerem since it i an bli 

the elementary school. But when the Meskal and Arefa holidays are over they < n 

their children with the Janos to Addis Ababa and to other towns. For in tan 

Fransewa Elementary school's report from the month of Tikimil to Tere 1999 ( ". . 

nd 

A 

there were 60 students trafficked to urban areas through relatives and nei hbor. Th i i th 

result of Meskal and AreJa holidays of which 21 were female. The el mentary t a h r 

who were members of the returnee committee acknowledges that no\ ada y th Icm nt al 

schools make sure that the students attend class or register for and a r 

Meska/ and Arefa holidays. Previously, the elementary scho Is w r 

; 

attenti on whether the students attended or not before/after the holi day. Ther a n tri t 

Illeasurement taken against those parents who send their chil dren t th ur an pIa 

now there are committees that are organized to prevent schoo l dr p ut in ludi n I th' 

problem of chi Id traffickina in each school before/after the MeskaL and A r fa h Jida In 
" 

these are event s that contribute to the vulnerability of chil dren [or bein g traffi ked . Th 'y 

also monitor if there is any student who drops out of schoo l at any time du t dif ercnt 

reasons such as illness , family problems, etc . 

T) 1 .' fr; k d to the urban areas during the 
1e stud y also reveal s that children are st Ill be1l1g tra llC e 

) I' ) ) n the id 0 the ch ) the 
10 Idavs even if there are committees fo rmed in each sc 100 . 

. . I ever as 20 h u eh Id c e 
teachers sta te that the prevalence rate IS decreaslJ1g, 10\ , 

mat " I . ' tl u 'ban area and the till ha a plan 
ella s show, parents sti 11 send theil' chIldren to le I -

10 send their littl e children when they grow up in the futur due to p \'e11 
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4.2.2 Misinformation 

According to 20 cases of trafficked children the Janos (traffickers) .. (' mlSlnlOrrn parent 

d take children to urban areas to earn income by saying that the children would fae a 

life and get access to better education by comparing life in the rural areas and en rat 

income to the household~' 

As the case studies, the CPUs and the service givers witnesses, children are bein traffi k d 

from the rural areas to Addis Ababa by traffickers (relatives or neighbor with th 

agreement of parents from the study areas. The families expect that their childr n an g 1 ;\ 

better education and jobs. In view of the fact , the recruiters employ different m th d 

recruiting children by telling the parents a false promise that their children will t a tt I 

job opportunity and education at the destination areas but after they arri d a th ' 

; 

destination areas, all the promised words are changed and the children ar 

abuses. Actually, the parents/guardi ans are not well aware of the real situati n f th hild 

abuse in the urban places . Parents/gu ardi an~nk that life in Addis Ababa and 

is good and easy for their children by hearing what the mi grants talk about th 
it whil 

they come to their ori gin pl aces fo r holiday and oth er purposes. The P s and the erVI C 

givers suggest that jfparents know the real consequ~n ce of traffi cking, the 
uld n end 

f the ke in f, nllant 
their children to the urban pl aces. Thi s is because, according to one 0 

Who is a counselor working for the fS CE, v'!hen some fa milies are reunited \\ ith th(;l1 

child ' t-llel'l- Clll- Idl'ell ti ghtly with both hand and I} 
ren who were tra fficked thev hold ~ , " 

d A . - - - d b I - eople and the ' end thei childlcn 
eepl y. s he says , fat11l IJ es are !111s!11forme Y ot leI p 

to A . . - oet better education but thc I alit 
dd ls Ababa to generate !11come for the [amtl y, and to '" 
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, not so . When the family understands the reality they regret I h IS ' W lat as happened t lh 

child, and they told the counselor that they were cheated by others. 

The data from the FSCE, the OPRIFS, the CPUs staff and the community elders in mdibir 

show that parents' lack proper knowledge about child work in Addis Ababa, and they d 

not realize the bad consequence of child trafficking, rather they typically ~ Cll n th 

income that the children generates after they go to and are engaged in the ur an ar a . 

Those who go back to their homeland after a few years to celebrate Lhe h liday an ta l 

about the att ract iveness of the city, the high labour demand in urban pia e and th 

they receive, etc. They may also tell people that it is the best way of all ev iatin ' p 

the household level if children move to the urban areas and generat 

mi sinform ation may easi ly bias parents to imagine Addis Ababa a e 

illusion about foreign countries through the rumor. Likewise, the ru ral parent can be a il 

deceived by those GW'age who are living and working in Addis Ababa and th I' urban 

areas and go back to the'ir homeland during the holidays, or, othel: Lim e . Thi mak lip 

parents to eagerl y send their children to Addis Ababa or Lo other Lown L make m Ile ~ r 

the household , 

In some cases, the study investigates from the CPUs, case materi als and th e e e gl r. 

tl . . b ) ' k chi Id from the rural area and 
le traffi ckers (rel ati ves who are living 111 AddiS Aba a ta e a 

hire him/her in somebody' s house and collect his/her sa lary fo r lhems I es 111 lead r 

giVing the salary to the fami ly. 
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AI3 Y
ear old boy who was reunited with his family in Buch h k b L . . aC .e e e ex plall1 

ro Jl oWS: 

Case 7 
He waS l i vi~g wit h his parent~ . He went to ~ddiS Ababa ~ecause his uncle's wife gave 
birth and his ~arents asked him :0 carry this baby and generate income to the family. 
During that time, he was attending school but quit his learning. Though, he wanted to 

attend his class, his p~~.ents pushed him to go with his uncle w~o has promised him to 
send him to school when he arrived at the destination towns. After he arrived at the 

town, the uncle did not send him to school for a long period of time. He is a teacher 

and his wife is a housewife. When the boy saw children attending school , he felt sad. 

In the intervening time, he met a boy who was his relative at his homeland. He pushed 
him to return home to continue his education and finally both decided to return 

together before Meskerem (school registration) without telling his uncle. He used the 
money that he received from his brothers for transportation. His brothers were 

living in Addis Ababa and they were engaging in different activities. He did not get 

any salary when he was with his uncle, but his family got benefit in terms of kind and 

cash when his uncle visited them. He has never seen his family for about two years. 

When he returned home, he asked his parents what they were getting from his uncle 
and they told him that they received money, clothes, et~. Because of that, they still 

say to him that it is better for him to live with his uncle to generate income for the 

family. At this instance, he is living with his parents, who are engaged in farming and 

his siblings in Buchach. 'lAfter he returned home, the uncle stopped to give the money 
and other things to the family. He just visited them without bringing anything like 

before. 
. .' r 

Some of the cultural factors to a certain extent intensify the rbuses and the exp lOltatt n 

trafficked children. For instance, there is a proverb told in reference to child upbrin in in 

Cheha Woreda that carries the notion that children do not require much care e.g. ii} b d lu 

yadegai which literally means that a child has to be brought up by mere chance. 

A ' J' d t kno\ th bad r ult 
s can be observed from the above explanations, some fam l les 0 no 

11 
of J . '! . ffi kers and the 

cHJd trafficking due to the false promise made by the ha . IC . , 
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the income the children generate to lessen poverty at ·the household level , and a r 

something has happened to the child , they are disappointed. 

1 

4.3 Demographic factors 

This section presents the demographic factor as a factor that contributes to the vulncra ilit 

of child trafficking. Demography deals with social characteristics of the populati n end 

their development through time. There are many factors of demography but for th purp 

of the study I use the factor that concerns with changes in the population as a rc ult irth 

In the research sites, a significant number of respondents agree that parent want I hav 

many children since there is a high parental expectation of child support. Ace rdin ' t h ' 

Economic and Development Bureau at the Woreda level, the famil y size at h u v I 

on average is 5-7 in I 997(E.C) . As it is also mentioned before there ar 

29,300 children under the age of fiv e wh il e those with the ages ranging from 5-14 ',; ul d b ' 

48,400 in 1996(E.C). Thi s is due to the high rate of fertility at household level',; hi h ha a 

great contribution to the household poverty. Beforehand, as the data frol11 th J or da 

Health Bureau indi cates, the contracept ive prevalence rate was onl y 8% but n \ . re n I 

it has increased to 53%, which is the resul t of both t~e Woreda Health Bureau and the n n-

o .' . I t 'acelJti ve preva lence rate r th 
:,ovemmental organization (GPSDO) In IlTIprov\l1g tle con 1 . 

users after having lots ofhard work . 

The 7 cases of households among women show that the 
r centl tart takin ' 

c . . . I have thought thai chddlcn al 
OntlaCeptIves not to have man y children. But form ell y t ley 
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tl e giflt of God and they are useful to the family by generating ' B 
1 lI1come. ut when ther ar 

many children, parents cannot give proper care, and they cannot feed all the hildr n 

adequately. 

The following case of an old woman whose age is 50 indicates that, "Previousl lifi was 

not expensive and we could have many children since they are gift of ad but /l OW III lifi 

become expensive and we can not have many children because we can 1I0 t f e d III HIli I 

children sufficiently. So, those parents who have many childrell send til III to urba/l ar os 

10 make incolll e for the families . She added that it is also believed Ih al til s wII dill 

have childrell consider as blind or beggar. That is why people walll to Ii /v III III IIi/elI' 11 . 

4.3.1 Concept about family planning 

Accord ing to the GPSDO program coordinator in Cheha Worec/o , unt il ry r enti til ' 

Cheho people lack awareness about family plaIming. Much effort ha been mad t bring 

perceptional change amoilg the society since they strongly beli eve 'that ch ildren are u ' fu l 

to generate income for the household and this has exposed th e children t traffickin . 

Previously, GPSDO has only given attention to only wives b gl iD J 

n 

contracepti ve secretl y, but this was not a good method and no improve111 nt ha 
een. Then 

I the organ iza ti on started to give lessons to husbands abo Ll t the advant age of ramii 
pl ann in 

t -, - . r - I IJe pI 's percept ion ha 
o cladlca te househo ld poverty. Du e to tIllS, the eflol1 to c lange 

been di fficult for a long time until the govemment' s interven ti on ha 
ome into existenc 
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T
I e reproductive agent of Emdibir of the GPSDO and the g , 1 . overnment hea lth ex tcnsi n 

Ywezhe kebele briefly explain that currently the people's perce f , P Ion towards c ntra pti 

is totally changed and women are using different types of contraceptive . Du thi th 

reproductive agent of GPSDO has been awarded by the Federal Republi f -thi pi a 

President Ginna WI Gioirgis, in 1996E.C. for her strong effort on rai in 

awareness on family planning and for having more than 400 clients in -mdib ir, h h< 

won the competition among the Woredas that are found in the Gurage Z 

500 clients in Emdibir who use different contraceptive methods. he ha b n ding thi 

.. ' 

voluntarily for about 8 years and she is still working with excitement. 

Both health ex tension workers that mentioned above share their experi n th at th l1a 

lots of challenges while they were teaching about famil y plan nin ' and di slJ'lbutin ' 

contracepti ves to the communities. At the beginning, husbands did n t 'J pt th Idea 

contraceptive. They prohibited their wives not to use the contracepti e , TI1 repr du ti ' 

agent of GPSDO los t her best friends due to her work. Most of her fri end , espe iall til 

women did not oive oreerinas when they met her on the road since th e ma ha fear 
v v ::> 

being seen by their husband 's. She even got waming fr0111 husband in rd r n t t give 

C t 
_ - - - 'd t e contra el)lives due to the 

on laceptlves to their wIves. Some women dl not want 0 us 

ru I . . d d tl . )Jomb and make them not I 
illor t lat they heard from others S]J1ce It woul amage lelf \ 

0- b- . ' - f t 'aceptive . The g "eminent 
"Ive 11111 _ So. th ere was misconception about the use 0 con 1 

he tl . b ~ '1' 1)l anJlin u to both hu band and 
a 1 ex tenSion mentions that she gives lessons a out laml ) 

wives together in Ywezhe kebele. She has 2 years working experience. and he ha 
o 
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l
ients. They give lesson to the community by saying that hav' '. c mg many chIldren \ Ith I w 

family income would expose the household to serious poverty. 

Both health extension workers confirm that Gurage people give high values to childr nand 

they like children and want to have many children with low family income. A a re ult 

they are not able to give care to their children and are not able to feed them adequatel . 

People believe that children are wealth since they earn income to the family by m in t 

urban areas. Meanwhile, both extension workers give lessons to the c mmuniti ab ut th 

drawback of ch ild trafficking while they were teaching family plannin , and th 

c1oor-to door service two times per week. They tell families they h uld n t nl , 

attenti on to the income ' their children generate, but they should al think ab ut til i 

children's hea lth . They explain to the parents that the girls may be ex p d t 

then to Hrv. STrs and unexpected pregnancy. Both health extension w 

that there are still fami lies that send their children to Addis Ababa and other to" n 111 3 

income to the househo lds due to having many children and inab ility [[e din them 

adequately. 

As I menti oned before , 17 cases of household and 15 cases of icti ms f trafficking 

indicate, f3 mili es are fo rced to send their chi ldren to Addi Ababa and ther t \\n 
In 

tl I . 0 d care to their children. hildr '11 
ley lave many children and since they can not gIve ~oo 

go to urban areas to make income to their families. 

A household case of a woman whose age is 30 and who li,'e 
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Case 8 

She has 8 children of whi~h 5 are living in Addis Ababa working in Demoze bet. They 
went to Addis Ababa during Arefa and they usually visit the family during Arefa b 

bringing 200-300 Birr for holiday. They dropped out from school and went to Addi~ 
to generate income t o the household. She has a plan to send the rest of her children 

after they grow up. She is living with her husband and with the rest of her little 
children. Her husband is engaging in daily work and earns 3 Birr per day and she is 

making kesha wh ich is a mat made of enset product and earn 2-3 Birr per day. They 

have 3 zher land which produces enset and coffee but it does not give adequate 
production since the land is infertile. The family eats kocho with coffee once in a day. 
Now, she starts taking contraceptive. But previously, she wanted to have many 

children and her husband too. He even refused her to tak~ the contraceptive. But now 

they accept the f ami ly ,planning lesson that is giving by health extension workers and 

she start to use it. Th's is due to the inability of feeding chtldren adequately (see 

Appendix 3). 

Thus, the rate of using contraceptive has increased due to poverty that wa 111 nti n J 

before as one of the factors directly contribute to the vulnera~ility of children to traffi kin g 

from the selected research sites. 

The Palermo Convention definition of trafficking and the approaches that are l11enti ned at 

the beginning are relevant for the study as well as for the analysis in this context. 

As can be observed from the above situations, it is impossible to identi fy the i tim 

trafficking from the Gurage Zone and Addis Ababa for domestic work ince til 
al' 

t. fC: . Th excluded and in i ible t 
la licked through close relatives and neighbors. ey are • 

th r 

. . ' I itation and neglect. Th 
IIlce they face lots of challenges secretly which IS exp 0 

n Xl 

. . fT ffi king on Children. 
section wil l entirely deal with the consequences 0 ra IC . 
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Chapter 5: The Consequenc f T es 0 rafficking on Trafficked 

Children 

This Chapter deals with the consequences of trafficking on trafficked children: la III 
• 

physical, sexual, and psychological exploitation. I employed two approaches [or anal z.ing 

the findings to this section and the approaches specifically are Human Right Ba cd nd 

Criminal Justice Based Approaches. I also use trafficking in person definit i n th 

Palermo Convention, Child Rights Convention and some n~tiona l legal fram w rk hi h 

are relevant to the section. 

5.1 Labour exploitation 

Child Labour is the employment of children under an age determined by law r LI t 111 

Many countri es and international organi zations consider thi s practi ce a 'pi it 'lll \ 

(Wikipedia: the free encyclopedia) . 

As a considerabl e number of key info rmants agree and 40 case materi al th 111 t 

prevalent aspect of child exp loitatioll through the process of traffi cking in Addi baba IS 

labour exp loitati on. The key info rnlants of Cheha If!oreda stress that child labor i the 111 t 

. "b d' I . ding ection children ale common problem 111 the Woreda. As It was descn e 111 t le pI ece ) 

I age tanin ' fmlll 
trafficked to Addis Ababa for the puqJose of domestic work at an ear Y 

age 7-1 0. 

TI . I f tl e icti m) the 
Ie present study, therefore, fi nd s out from the case matena SOl 

come fr m nil' I 
in fonl (' . . ' 1 '1 t dy areas th at the bo lan sand tJle servIce givers from bot 1 t l e s u 

places 1'0 ' I ' ' . I ' d'shes fr ing bi cui . 
]1 I zeepmg shops, workIn g III teasilops, was l111g I , 

.111) III 
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water and babies. Girls are mostly engaged in giv' . ' lIlg care to babl e a nann n I til 

usuall y take care of all the household tasks including I ' . c eanll1g, wa hll1 I th , (lIT ing 

heavy materials and preparing meals and food ingred ie t"B . 
'! n s. ut girl ar traffi k d m r 

often since they are highly demanded by urban people to engage them in d 

As the case materials of the victims, the CPUs and the services giv r k y in nnal1l 

declare, once children are trafficked they start working Witllout re t ~ r I n h ur \ ith 

litt le payment or without payment. They do hard work. Besides they d n t ha 

li me whereas the employer' s children have. 

Us ing the Palermo Convention defi nition of trafficking, the ex peri en r th G II win ' 

case of a 13 year old girl who joined the OPRIFS, exempli fies the qb e ituati 11 . 

Case 9 
She was living in Cheha Woreda -Gazancha Peasant Aassociation- Yerare. She lost 

her parents by death and started living with her aunt. She was living f irst in 

Gazancha and her aunt first brought her to Wolkite to find a job. She initially 

started working in a small restaurant by wash ing dishes"and carrying a child for 20 
birr per month. But t he money was given to her aunt who came every month to collect 

it from the employer . After a few months, she went to Gazancha for a holiday and 
she did not want t o-go back to Wolkite. The reason was because of the workload. 

Meanwhile, her aunt who is economically poor again sent her to Addis Ababa with her 
neighbor to br ing income to the household. She first got contact with her re lat ive 

and she got a job in somebody's house. She was doing all the household activities such 

as washing clot hes , carrying a child, cleaning the house, atc. H~r aunt was taking her 

salary every month. At'ter staying for a month, the owner of the house got HIV ~nd 
she faced serious challenges. The family ordered her to give a complete care to h l~ . 
She gave food to him and took his urine and stool the whole day. She washed hiS 

clothes and gave him treatment to his wound. The patient has a wife, but she .did not 

give him treatment the way as she was giving to him. His wife only washed hiS ~od:. 
Even though, she performed all these tasks, she was not thanked for what she did Y 

the employer. Finally, she decided to run away from the e01ployer's house. 
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A
s the FSCE counselor points out, the recruiters (traffickers) h . I . fi ave c ass I led th PI 

e ara chlldr n ~ children for labour exploitation since they are hard working and th Amh . 

sexual exploitation since they are supposed to be beautiful. 

However, the above mentioned evidence that are related to child labour exploitati n ar 

contradicted by the Human Right Based Approach which mentions about the intemati n< I 

human rights legislation, the special needs and rights of children that are rec ni d y th 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and ratifi ed by Ethiopia. Art. 2 th 

states that: "children have the right to be protected fr01'1I economic ploilOli /I CI /l d r 11/ 

performing any hard work that is likely to be hazardous or to ii'll r} r wilh Ih hill ': 

edu cat ion, or to be harmful to the child's health or physical, menlal, pirilual, 1/1 1'0 1 r 

social developmel1t ". The Criminal Justi ce Based Approach tate th Anti - 13 ' I 

Internat ional's views that there is a complete absence of protection and UPI rt fa il iti . 

avail able to people trafficked for labour exploitation li ke sexual ex ploi tati n. Ih ' \ h 

are trafficked into labour exploitation are seen as immi grants who sh uld b 

the prob lem. At the national level, Articles 597-600 of the new crim!nal c de f the J. dcral 

tackl the 
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (2005) , introduces additional pro isi n t 

prob lem of trafficking in women and chi ldren for the purpose of labor exploitati n. 

5.2 Physical exploitation 
. I I ical 11al1n fr m an 

Physical abuse of a child is that which res ul ts in actual or potenti a P 1 

. t . . ' bl y \ ithin the contr I 
111 eractlO11 or lack of interacti on, whI ch IS reasona 

f a arcnl r 
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, . re may e slngl 
pe

rson in a position of responsibility, power or trust TI1e b ' 

incidents (FSCE 2007 :1). 

As the proginist Organization annual bulletin which was quoted by Ri h rd J. ill 

physical abuse includes deliberate acts of violence that injure or even ki ll a hild . 

Unexplained bruises, broken bones, or bum marks on a child may be th ph i al 

abuse (Zema 2005 :7). 

As the 6 case studies, the service givers and the CPU key informant indi al , tla I 

children usually get rude punishment from their employers when they Imk a mi tak 

not and girl s can also be flbused sexually in the place where they ar li vi ll' and \ Ikill' I 

famil y members and they are exposed to health problems like fi stul a H I and 1 1 

The service gi " ers (FSCE, OPRIFS and CPUs) say that most o[ th hi Idren \ h 31' 

physica ll y abused can be identifi ed easily by their hands which are almo tn t SI11 til 111 

they have performed hard work. 

Pictures of children who are physically abused are found in the ser ice gi 
and 

OPRIF 1
· h t t f lh pr blel11 The 

. S and the Wo lkite CPUs) and can exp q1l1 t e ex en 
I I 

disheartening issue is that the children are not only beaten up by th ir empl cr. bu al 

b I
. . '. . t lthouah the)! have I roml ed t the 

y t lell' relat J, 'es who brouaht them [Tom thell pal en s a ~ 
::;, 

fami ly that they would not face any problem. 
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Furthermore, the service givers share their experience that whe I '1 n some c 11 e1r n ar hun ' 

while giving care to a child they eat the baby's food but tf they are eli til 

employer they will be punished and assaulted. By and large, they can onl y gel ~ eI an r th 

employer comes horne and gives them food from a locked place. Mo t r th m 111 3 at 

once or twice a day. 

In addition to this, if chi ldren do not get food, they will get health problem and i r th g I 

sick, they wi ll not have access to medical treatment. So, they may die or b xp d t 

disab ility. A Cheha Woreda policeman said that "a reunified girl was si k II hi! sll 11'(1 ' 

with her employer in Addis Ababa and she asked her emploper to take h r to (J fili i I Illf 

the employer refused her since her salary's date was not ready at that lim . Til w / c/o 

\Vas after 15 days, and she suffered a lot and got a relief after a few day. 

The following OPRIFS ,~, a 9 years old girl victim of traffid:ing case tudy, an elab rat ' 

l110re on a physical attack using the Palemlo Convention traffickin g definiti n a indi at d 

below: 

Case 10 
She came to Addis Ababa a long time ago with her aunt and stayed near Addis 
1/ . ' V _ Denorg Wenzero. Her 
"etema area. She was attending grade one In ,erare ':7 ; . . for the household. Her 
parents sent her to carry a baby and to generate Income . . 
f h 

. b /. t. She has four Siblings. Her 
at er IS farmer and her mother works Sen e e s. . f . . b d I h use in AddiS Ababa. A ter 

sister left her family to carry a baby In some 0 Y s 0 h h se to become a nanny. 
staying few days her aunt transferred her to anot er ou h t th 
T' h be red that s e sen e 

he employer gave mer salary to her aunt, and s e remem 'd When she 
, . h uth she was pal . 

tnoney to her family. But she did not know ow m that she fell down 
carried the baby she felt tired because the baby was so heavy d h't her with 

. th waS furiOUS an I 
on the ground with him. During that time, hiS mo er 
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a stick. And, she ordered her to sit down and look after him 'th . . WI out movmg from 

P
lace to place. Her husband usually hits her body with a rope d h I . . an e saps her on 

the face when she did minor faults. When she made a wrong and 'f h h d . I er aunt ear 
about her fault she, also punished her with a stick Followl'ng I t f h k' , . . 0 s 0 s oc mg 
punishment, one ddy she decided to run away frqm the house because her 
employer ordered her to clean up the house early in the morning while the 

employer went out to the market to buy food stuff. But when she returned the 
girl did not perform what she was ordered to do. The woman was upset and b~aten 
her up with electric wire which was plugged and her body got harsh bleeding and 
bruises. (She cried when she talked about her suffering). A t last, she left the 

house. 

The above discussed issues are opposed with the human based approach whi h a firm n 

child right as fun damental human right which is recognized by the UN nv nti nal n (h 

Rights of the Child. It further vows that the importance of criminal ju ti . h ph i al 

abuse is contradicted by Aliic1e 19, which states that "~tates ' Parti s sh III 10k ' Ifl 

appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational measure 

child from all fo rms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, negl I or II 71i J ' lI f 

(reatment, maltreatment or exploitation including sexual abuse, while in lh 
(II' 0 

YF 
parent(s) , legal guardian(s) or any other persons who have t!1e care of the child 

1992:4) ". In addition, the penal code of Ethiopia, Article 576:1&2 (FDRE, 2 5) ind i at 

that a guardian or a tutor who inflicts any kind of harm on a chi Id or wh n gle t lh 

I
e . . h d b 'shed by impri onm nl 

we lare of the child may be deprived of hls ng ts an e PUIlI ' 

?005' 8) Th' A . I Ii . 1 h'b't explol'tive chi.Jd lab'or; law , u t m and 
- '. IS rtlc e a so stnct y pro 1 1 S 

P 
, . 1 h t women' traffickin 

ractlces that oppress or cause bodIly or menta arm 0 , 

in hu man 

bein gs for whatever purposes 
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5.3Sexual abuse 

Child sexual abuse is unable to give infonned consent to, or for which th 

developmentally prepared and can not give consent, or that violate the law or 

of society (FSCE 2007 :1). 

hild i n l 

ialla 

The current study also confirms this from the CPUs and the services givers key inC, rmanl 

as well as from two case studies that children who are trafficked for the purp r lab Uf 

are highly exposed to sexual exploitation, Close relatives usually abu e girl xua ll , Th 
i 

situation usually happens when the wife or other family mem~ers mov to an th r pia r 

a while, After the girls have been exposed to sexual abuse, they do not want t in I'm 

anyone about the situation, Because the rapist may give warning to the girl not t t II 

what he did , On the other hand, the rape incident is not easily accept d by th 

unless there is a witness, The sexual abuses usually lead to s.exually tran mitted in 

(STls), unwanted pregnancy, and illegal and unsafe abortions apart from HIV/AlD ' 

Case II can be evidence from OPRIFS in collaboration with The African hild P Ii 

Forum to sexual abuse to trafficked children as domestic worker: . 
Case 11 

Sh 
' E d'b' M 'nnase Kuten kebele, Her 

e IS 10 years old and she came from m I Ir - e:7 ' 
parents sent her to Addis Ababa through her uncle and after she arrive,d at AdHd,S 

b h f 'Iy has three children, er 
A aba, he hired her in somebody's house where t e ami h' d 

k' t ther She has been Ire 
uncle and the employer are daily laborers wor Ing oge , h 't I 
f 

" 0 d the wife went to OSpl a 
or 15 birr per month to give care to a baby, ne ay I b t after 

f 
' Th ' I tl'd not tel anyone u 

or delivery and the husband raped the girl. e glr I h that she 
f 

' f h spital she sower 
a ew days when the wife returned home rom 0 , d k d him her 

I 
' f d h r husband an as e 

cou d not walk properly, Then she In orme e t d h'm of sexual 
b 

d th n she suspec e I 
pro ,Iem, But he did not give any conc~rn, an ~ , made sure that he raped 
affair with the girl. After lots of proving, she definitely 
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her and she had a f ight with her husband. Finally the wife su d h' h . . .' e 1m at t e court . 
Then sh~ took t he girl to The Afrlc~n . Child Policy Forum to get legal support . She 
waS a witness to thf case by descrlbmg what the signs she had seen on the gir l 
after she retuned nome. The rapist (the husband) has be~n arrested for only 7 
months and was r eleased. The reason for releasing him freely was that she had a 
problem of communication and expression and she cd'uld not articulate what she 

had faced before. She cannot speak Amharic but can only speak Guragegna. 
Because of that I her court case has taken too long to settle. She could not give 

adequate answer t o the court. She could not tell specifically what had happened 
to her to the court. She only expressed the incident using sign that he had held 

her and had raped her but it was ambiguous. She has been even asked by a 
translator who can speak Guragegna, but she still did not give sufficient 

information to the court. Finally I her case was closed .,.ecently. and she went back 

home. 

As the service givers state, trafficked children may experi ence lots of challeng in luding 

exual abuse and there are no means to protect themselves since they have no kn wlcd, 

where to go. 

There is also another Gurage region case that the OPRIFS psychologist said : a I ar 011 

girl who was raped by her sister's husband. She was hidden at the evenl to lit Llrl 

wilhout telling her sister's husband crime. She told the court four til'/'les four cliffi r III . 
l . 'h b d . ' She kent the trutlt s peop e who raped her to cancel her slster s .us an erllne. ' r ' 

. bl d t I 'Ie tho e /II ell wlto \I' r 
aile month. But she became HIV positive after havtng 00 tes w 11 ' 

HI li (. , l" ,. . F' lly the ' husband be 0 /11 
Ja se Y ldentified by her! were become HIV negatlve. zna , 

P " ' . . I Th reason why she ha lied to lit 
aSlllve and he was suspected as the real cnmzna . e . ' . 

OLirl 

IV b . t t II to anybody the truth. 
as ecause the rapist gave her strict warnll1g not a e . 

AN) that e 'ual a u 
The counselors of the service givers (OPRIFS and ANNPC state 

ca . . . that ta lking about ex i u 
es can be an mdlgmty to rural people for the reason ' . 
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not an acceptable thing. Some sexually abused children do t no want to go ba k t th i r 

110
meland after developing low self-esteem. This is because sexual b . a use IS 11 t a I Icr I 

practice in the society. Therefore, such abused children need co t ' nmuous c un lin ' l 

change their bad perception instead of sending them home. They feel shame aft r h< in' 

. sexual relation with close relatives at an early age. Though, this kind of case i u uti li k \1 

in secret by the family because the family preserves their reputation. Afterward Ih gIll 

feels her case is not considered as fault or a bad act by her family. For in tan , lh 

counselor of ANJ\TPCAN told me that there was a case that when a fath r r;q d hi 

daughter the mother kept the case secret and evicted her daughter from th h m 

preferred this deci sion due (0 (he reason that she wanted to preserve h r ramil I m 

separation and she wants to keep her family's reputation from rumor. 

As the key infonnants of the service givers, CPU, judiciary bodies agree, th e ,i ll \ h 

are sexually abused are not visible and it is difficult to estimate their exact numb 'l In 

onl y a few cases are rep ~ rted . The very few who come to the servi ce gi ver an ca i I g't 

'd t th ourt. if it i 
medi cal assistance from the CAI\1U and this unit presents eVl ence 0 

necessary to establish case to the sexual abuse. 

H 
d' d b the Human RlI.!ht 

owever, the case that is mentioned above was totally contra [cte 

B d . . ' I I 1 riohts leoi lati n. the pe ial 
ase Approach WhlCh refers to (he mtematJOna lumal b b 

need" . d b th UN Convention on th Ri ght 0 h 
s and rI ghts of chIldren that are recogmse Y e 

. I' d t po e which \\'a de eli d 
Child and ratified by Ethiopia. CRC Article 19 IS app Ie oop 

. . '1 ode of the T'\;dl:lal 
befo re. At national level , Articles 635-638 of the new crllTIln a 
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Democratic Republic of! Ethiopia (2005) deal with traffi k' . . IC mg m women and min ft r 

sexual exploitation. The mentioned rapist was released fre I . h e y Wit out penalty \ hi h n 

raise questions to the concerned bodies. 

5.4 psychological abuse 

Psychological abuse includes restriction of movement, patterns of beli ttling d ni ratin 

scapegoating, threatening, scaring, discriminating, ridiculing or other non ph i al ft I'm 

hostile or rejecting treatment (FSCE 2007: 1) 

According to the psychologist who works for the OPRIFS, the m t terrible r ult 

traffickin g is psychological abuse which is the result of all the abu e I ki n I 

and it is not easily visib le to others, and it can only be treated by I 

traffi cked children who are sexually, physically and labour abused l11 a b 

psychological problems. For instance, if a child does not play at an ea rl age and Ill' i 

engaged in different act ivities, and if slhe does not get family love and care lhi " uld ha ' 

a psychological impact on the behavior of the child. S/he become h and silent. 

M 
' . hI·· 1e\ ulture at an ea I 

oreover, trafficked children also have difficulties w en tley JOJl1 a J 

age, and they direct ly face abuse by employers.i They may also be gi en hou eh Id 

responsibi liti es by employers and [ace various challenge i[they gel any fault. ub equentl , 

II . I·r · I fulUre that would n I 
a these th ings wo uld have psychological impact on their lIe In t1 

mak tl . e 1em to have good perception to the society. 
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A
s the OPRlfS psychologist further mentioned "When girl.''''' . , I ~. . . ' ~ are sexually abused 

-hey get psychologlca I allure In essence that they start 1: h 1: ' ' /' . d I . 0 a e and consider 
themselves as dirty af} ,~se t~elr self-esteem. They do not even tell the truth easll 
~o there is a need of uSing dIfferent therapy method that helf1s 40h • .1 ' r ~ . . r/l~/O~~ 
their inside feelings as they are certainly sexually abused Besides, they do not feel 
comfort when someone touches them. They do not even commit themselves to 
remember the case, the place and the incident once they have been raped': 

She continues by saying that in the case of counseling, those girls who were rap d ar n t 

easily identified by the psychologist within a short period of time, but it tak I t 

counseling. Once they are abused sexually, they think that they are inferior and th d n I 

fee l that they are human beings. They develop bad thinking about boy th n d 

unintwupted counseling which needs lots of effort to change their bad percepti n I a g 

one. 

The study also investigates from the service givers (OPRIFS, FSCE and 10M) that \! h ' 11 
.~ . 

trafficked children who are labour and sexual abused first come to the temporar 

(provided by FSCE), they are very quiet, shy and reluctant to mix with others for a numb 'r . 
of days. This is owing to the psychological violence they experienced, as they were kept in 

a confined situation and denied access to play and to take rest. The very fact that th 
ar 

I
, h kn I 0 causes them unbearable 

a lenated from their families and from the people t ey OW a s 
rif! d c . . I d t the temporary shelter 

onsequences on their social interaction. The VISIt rna eo. 

I d t' c \! rk h \ a 
this, I saw a small boy of age 10-11 years who ran away from t le omes I . 

Id t play with the oth r hildr n 
engaged in. The boy was/ oo shy and too quiet and he cou no . 

because of a language barrier. 
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b Ve discussed issues are contrasted with the Human Right Based Approach which The a 0 

I on child right as fundamental human right which is recogni zed by the dec ares 

t1'onal on the Rights of the Child. It further vows that the importance of criminal Conven . 

.' It also includes the CRC Article 19, stated previously. This abuse i al Jusl1ce. 

d'cted by Articles 36( e), 35(4), 18(2) of the constitution Federal Republic of Ethi pi a contra 1 

that was mentioned befote. 
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Chapter 6: The Contributions of Governmental organizations and 

NGOs in combating Child Trafficking 

In this section, I present the contributions of go I vemmenta and non-go cmm nt I 

organizations in combating the problem of internal child traffiIck ' G Ing. ovemm ntal and 

non-governmental institutions identified for the study are selected purposely ba d n th ir 

mandate and involvement in the area. It also analyzes this section in lin \ ith 

Multidisciplinary Approaches. 

6.1 Government involvement 

6.1.1 Implementation on preventing child trafficking , 

On the pal1 of imp lementation, almost all service givers (NGOs) co nfirm that th ' i ting 

pol ice and legi slati ve frameworks are not working since most crim inal arc r' l '<I cd 

without penalty. The criminal justice approach further mentioned that lack f 

and/or adequate legislation on trafficking at the national level can be identifi ed a ne 

the major obstac les in ft ohtillo aaainst trafficking. Besides, poli ce force and judi iar 
0 1::>1::> 

bodies lack awareness of intemal child trafficking and consider it as normal practice rather 

than crime or they do not give serious concern to the problem and find olu ti n t the 

viet' Tl . . . ;l . tl C 1tr)' is re-amending ver / 
II11 S. le cn mll1al justice for traffickmg preventlOn!11 1e OUI 

recentl y with lots of effort by FSCE. As FSCE staff states, there i a\ areness creatin to 

t1 S will take I n 
le judiciary bodi es and .po li ce fo rces to prevent the problem. om

e 
case 

time F . . . I t pati ence to fo 110\ her ca e for Ion 
. 01 example, a gI rl whose age was sIxteen os 

time al d . r d 1 pI elen ed to go back to her homelan . 
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A 
ANNPCAN counselor points out, there were several cas f ' s es on tra licking but onl n 

erson prosecuted by the court. Thus, the lawyers have a lack f . p 0 awareness on mt m I 

child trafficking. Moreover, according to the FSCE report by 10M (2006) . . , since the pr ~ I 

of trafficking was launched in 2004, there were about forty-six cases of which four 

transferred to the prosecution office while the others closed due to lack of police eviden 

According to the Federa~ First Instance Court judge, there.is very few cases of traffi kin I 

reported to the court due to lack of awareness among the society that it is a cri mi n'\1 

activity. The cases are mostly closed since the victims have nowhere to go and pr J t 

live with the employers . In fact, the cases are reported by the police force and th ti J11 ' 

families do not kr10 \V what happened to the victims. Some cases are also clo ed du I ~l k 

of evidence. For instance, there was a sexual abuse accusation in relation to traffi king bul 

it was closed due to lack of ev idence. The judge further states that there i ad quat ' 

legislation on trafficking but there is very few cases repOlted to the court so there i a I1C 'd 

of giving awareness to the problem as it is a criminal activity. 

A I C 
.' f t 'affickin a reported to th curt . 

s t le heha Woreda court presIdent states, IS no case 0 I :::> 

. . . I 'd ' d as a n0n11al practice duc t 
Slllce the case is not known by th e people and It 13 consl ele 

tI ' . . I d ndin a on child remillan c 
le 11 0111131 trend of mi gration and the habIt of the peop e epe :::> 

f- f I blel11 and need 3\ arclle 
10111 urban places. Therefore, peopl e lack awareness 0 t le pro 

er re entl " th 
prevent chi ld traffickin g. But the problem exists in all the Woredas. 

prevalent rate is decreasing due to the retutl1in g committee that ha 
'd t fll"tl1 r mention that t11l. 

ele . The IJrcsI en . I 

111entary schools to prevent chi ld traffic k1l1g· 
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d Y there is lack of domestic workers from rural areas in E d·b·· . a ' I m I Ir since girls are attend in 

school. The court is working with Zema Women Justice 0 .. . rgalllzation which the ~ nn r 

local NGO is called Proginist. It has a program on Child rigl t TI I . 1 s. le egal profe sional In 

the Woreda have access to training on child rights through this organization. 

6.1.2 Child Affairs Department 

According to the Child Affairs Department Head, there is no comprehensive study at th 

national level, rather there are a very few pocket studies on child trafficking. Actuall y th r 

is improvement in the n~w criminal code of the Federal Democratic Republic f thi pi "l 

(2005) that can prevent the problem. There is also positive but littl e ef~ rt in rcunifi ati n 

of trafficked children with their families by two govemment bodi e , the Add i Aba a 

police commission . and the Addis Ababa Social and Civil Affair bureau and n 11 11 

government body, the Street Children Association. It is possible to say that th r ill t 

much effort seen to tackle the problem at the national level. However, ther i a 

government plan in the future at the national level to expand the ex isting err; rt at the 

regional level by creating a federal network with judiciary bodie , police ~ r > 

governm ental bod ies, non-govemmental bodies, communities, etc. These 
di e ill e 

I expected to raise awareness in the communities al}d to receive and provide er ice t the 

v· t· M· . (". f Justice i also analyzin the 
lC IIll S th at are found at the destination areas. The 1I11 S ly 0 

I Ir in rder t 
scarce studi es of intemal child trafficking that were conducted in tle COU I1 

have a comprehensive document at the national level. This is cUlTentl lh 
o emment 

l1lili ali ve. 
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6.1.3 Child Protection Units 

Addis Ababa police commission 

As the police officer points out, there are CPUs established b FSCE ' . 
i Y In collaborall n \ Ilh 

the Addis Ababa Police commission in 10 police stations It b' . . . s 0 ~ecttve IS 10 pr nt 

children from abuse and exploitation including trafficking. Actually, the trafficking 

usually reported by FSCE- CPU every two weeks to the commission. The report r 

under the commission is simi lar to the report of FSCE- CPU. Both concerned b di :1 1 

working together to prevent the problem in Addis Ababa. 

Wolkite Gurage zone CPU , 

As Wolkite Gurage zone CPU police officer briefs, the CPU is working on PI' v J1 lin ' 

crime in relation to ch ildren sll ch as any abuse and neglect including traffick ing. It al Iw 

a reunification program in collaboration with the Gurage Zone's Woreda police 

The trafficked children return to their home land through FSCE and OPRlF 
hell f 

chi ldren are reun ited with parents the pol ice officer teaches parents that it is a crime and lhe 

practice leads to punishm ent. 

I I .., : ' 1 1 1 I of trained p Ii e that 
t 1as also a cOl1lmullIty pollc y lesson 111 each Wor.·eda Wit1 tle le p 

." . . . .. . .. . 'elation to Ih ch ild nght 
paltlclpate 111 the COJl1l1lllnt ly to prevent cnJ111J1al actIVItIeS 111 I . 

v I' .' ) The COJ11J11unit ie no\\ ada .. 
10 atlon (sexual abuse, traffi ck ing; labour explOItatIon etc . . 

d . . . .. . reventing the violati n . 
un elstand the effect of ch i Id right VIO lati ons and partIcIpate 111 p 
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TI CPU is working with GOs, NGOs, and FBOs and 't 
Ie 1 s partner Save the hildren-

N
orway. It raises public awareness about how to give ca t 1'1 re 0 ell dren and to beha 111 

good condition at any circumstance through meeting, mass media d d'ff" , an 1 lerent sluden 

clubs etc. It prosecutes criminal cases that are committed to children. 

6.1.4 Government Schools involvement in Cheha Woreda 

As the Cheha Woreda Education Bureau Head declares, there are returnee committee In 

each govemment school that are established purposely for returning students who dr pp d 

out from school due to different reasons. Among the reasons, there are student wh J I 

urban areas through the process of trafficking. The committee tries to return them fr m 

where they were trafficked . It deals first with parents or guardians to explain ab lit th 

disadvantage of sending children to the urban areas tlu'ough the process of traf~ kin I b 

advising them to bring their children with them. In some cases, there are school that ha > 

penalties for those who taken children to urban areas and do not return them to the h In 

land to attend school. 

The Head of the Education Bureau fllliher states that the members of the committee are 

teachers, parents who are boa rd members and students. When a student drops out of cho I ., 

II I . · ·1 d'· t . ", i 11 report to the retum c 
Ie lome room teacher \vill report to the dIrector then tIe ll ec 01 \ 

co . . k why th e student drop out of 
11l1l1111ee. The committee fin all y goes to the parents to as 

s I I. ..' . tl 11 10 return the studen from 
CIao. After findl11g out the reason, It gIves advIce 10 leI 

famil ie end 
IYher '1 ., . ] 1 As the Head declare 

e t ley went. It also follows up the case constant ) . 

Ih . . . in ord r to get inc mC 
elI ch Ildren at an early age to Addis Ababa or somewhele else 
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Thus, be it as it may, the committees give advice to them t . o not only give cone m I (h 

income that they generate but the bad consequences of traffi k' (' . IC mg lor the chIldr n. 1 h 

students in the committees are useful in collaborating with teache b d' . rs y Irectlllg Ih 111 I Ih 

Ion III ecr a In ' Ih trafficked student' s house. Thus, the committees have a great contrl'but ' . d . 

problem of child trafficking in Cheha Woreda. 

The Cheha Woreda Education Bureau Head affirms that the committee member ntll bUI 

money to the families who are poor to cover transportation cost and get back th 

students from the destination areas. In addition to this, the committees contribut I 

those students who have poor famili es for the purpose of supporting the tud 111 in havIll ' 

educational materials to attend school. The Head of Education officer shared hi 

that an old woman sent her son to Addis Ababa and the committee conta I d hel afl I 

identifying that the boy dropped out of school. The old woman was P r and de idcd to 

send her son to Addi s Ababa to aet income for the household. Then, she told th 
o 

that she does not have money to bring him from where he went. Finall y, the 

contributed money fo r thie transportation cost and retumed him to Hi s place I 

education. 

1111111 It 

111 11l111C' 

ntinuc hI. 

1 edu ali n \\110 all: 

He also suggests t1131 there are children who do not have access 0 

l
'S registering children aged th ree and aoo\ 

exposed to trafficking. Hence, the bureau ~ 

tl . . ' t d' g school. Cunentl I kcb Ie. rep II 
11 0Ugh kebeles to ldentl fy how many are not at en Jl1 

i l l\A"o l'eover, t·l1e bureau has a long-run pl an I gel 111 I' 

11 l1e Woreda ou1 of 42 kebeles. ' J 

information based on tl1 e lat est population and housing census. 
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The Head also verifies ~hat the elementary schools report tl . 1e ca~es every month to th 

Cheha Woreda Education Bureau. However, they report the cases b . I d' y mc u mg all drop ut 

ou om sc 001 due t students without identifying the trafficked children. Students drop t fr h 

different reasons such as early marriage, family problem, illness, accidents, trafficking, et . 

Hence, it is impossible to know the exact yearly prevalent rate of trafficked children in ea h 

school. Actually, there is a high prevalent rate during Meskal, Arefa and monthly religi u 

holidays (in Hedar 12 and Tere 21) . 

In the selected research sites, I proved that there are returnee committees in each 5eh I th aI 

contribute to the above mentioned activities . The activities usuall y start from cpt m r· 

October when students complete their registration and stali the first semest r Ul' ' . 

Usuall y, the students drop out from leaming within this period since September i th' 

beginning of school and it is a holiday month for Gurage people which is called M skat r 

Christian, December Arefa for Muslim and sometimes Ethiopian Eastern (Fasika) 

Christi an also have an influence on increasing the prevalence rate of traffickin . 
an 

d 
. ' . te income through thei r 

stu ems drop out of school and move to urban areas to genel a 

b
. tl . . . . - - Ji . to celebrate the hoi ida . The e 
10 leIS, sIsters and relatives who come to JUl a, a1ea 

. I ' . . l'k ss to better education li fe etc 
Ie atlves, Sisters, brothers te11 parents fal se pr0111lSeS 

I e acce 

b . . . ... r - d stic 'v\lork to the destination 
lit they recrl1l( and traffic chlldren, espeCIally gl1l s JOI ome 

areas. 
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T
he committees mention that there is a lack of budget t t: ' " o perlonn the activities that i 

llocated by the Woreda Educational Bureau The ' a ' committees are workin \ ilh 

overnmental and non governmental organizations to prevent th bl ' g e pro em, The commlll 

S
uggest that the schools, police forces and communities have to k t h I wor oget er t pr nl 

. . 
the problem of child trafficking in the Woreda. 

6.2 Non Governmental involvement 

6.2.1 Forum on Street Children- Ethiopia (FSCE) 

As FSCE document states, Forum on Street Children- Ethiopia (FSCE) is an indi J n 

non-govenmlental organization established in 1989. Ethiopia is the only country w rking , 
on child trafficking in Eastem Afri ca and has become a model for other countri ' 111 • 

FSCE is a child ri ghts based organi zation, it is committed to creating fay rab l and 

supportive cond itions [or urban disadvantaged children in general while workin ' r and 

towards the respect and protection of the rights of street children, sexuall y abu d al1d f 

exploited children, ph ysically abused children and children in conflict wi th the la\ 

8) 

A Senior Chil d Ri ghts Ex pert wo rking for FSCE says that the organi zati on ha 
cen 

. \, 'k' 1 I ' 1 ly prominent organl7alion 
\01 mg on domest ic trafficking for about two year~ , tiS t1e on 

dealing with pre\'enti ol1. protection and rehabilitation and support to traffi cking IClll11 

I ' . ses it establ i h d a hl!d 
a ong WIth the area 0 f sex ua I and labour abuse, For these purpo , 

p. t' '. 'J 1 Jlaboration of the Addi baba 
10 ectlon Ul11t m Addis Ababa in January 2004 Wltl tle co 

has also dro! -in-c nlel and 
police commission bv constrll ctinO a separate block. It 

- ::> 

(} d . ' . . . Dire Dawa and Bahir 
:,la uall y extend ed Its ac tl\ 'llJ eS to Nazareth , Dessle, 
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ervice to the victims where there was a high prevalence rat f h'l . s eo c I d traffickmg. The Addi 

A
baba CPU is fo und in Merkato area specifically locat d ' I . , e 111 t 1e mam bus term inal 

"Autobus Tera", where there is high concentration of brothels s II b . ,rna ars and nIghtclub . 

The office was established after doing a need assessment and cou d t h fli 11 n ou t at tra Ickcd 

children are stationed first at this area and exposed to abuse and exploitation. Thi nit 

undelt akes preventive measures and specifically handles cases of child victim f 
-i 

trafficking reported to Addis Ababa Police Commission in the City, compiles the register d 

reports of victims of trafficking and makes refenals of cases especially girl victim 

OPRIFS for the provision of psycho-social support services and shelter service. 

The FSCE (2005) document also points out that the organi zation has fi ve major pr ram 

components . The programs are integrated with one another. Among them, Prev ntiv and 

Support Program against Child Traffi cking and Preventive and Support Pr gram r 

Sexually Abused and Exploited Children are useful for the purpo~e of the tudy. A the 
-; 

FSCE cata log indicates, t he main program objective for Preventive and SuppOlt Pr 'raJl1 

. C. .' . . ' d I I . ijilcanlly j?revellt reduc alld 
agalllSl hl ld Traffickmg IS that: The project IS IlIlen ec ° Slgl1l · , 

. .' . I 1'(,· .r tckeholder ill Addi Ababa 
('01111'01 the problelll oj cl11 M rrafflck11lg wllh concenllateG efjollS OJ S I . 

I 
. .. ' . ' , J) " ' I Slate Gove1'l1111ent prolllulgaflll 

1/1 ough lIIulllpl e lilt erven {lOllS {h ereby lI!/luencll1g I he, \eglOnll 

. t d child protectioll progral/l 
and enforcing anti traffickillg policy. The organiz{[11017 IS wor ,e on 

Illhich is c01l11/10nly knowlI by police force. 
. . ' .' I'e are also three palt : Pre enli n. 

As lhe program coordmator states, In thIS pI Ogl am t leI 

PrOleclion and Rehabilitation. 

, 



6.2.1.1 Preventive Interventions 

vocacy on the chIldr n' ri ht The program coordinator asserts that prevention includes ad ' 

wor shops and In dl<l and abuse, neglect and trafficking to the society through k 

eCISIOn-Ina er u h < empowering the victims to know their rights and working wl'th d " k 

police forces, kebeles ,and judiciary bodies. Actually, the intervention i n 

phenomenon. Because of this, it is difficult to persuade the society that it a social pI' bl m. 

In fact, some people who have awareness consider it as a social problem. Peopl ti ll d n t 

have awareness on chi ld trafficking and there is a need of having further er~ rl t 

trafficking. 

As the FSCE counselor affi\111S , there is a report that publishes on new pap r n0m -ly. 

Addis Adll1 C1s about cllildren 's rights, abuse, neglect and trafficking every aturda . 'I h ' I" 

is also an annual public,at ion on the organization activities including lraffiekin ' lh 'l! I ' 

published by FSCE. 

As part of it s ac ti vities, FSCE established four child protection units ( P s 111 

ddi 

In ddl ' 
Ababa in 1997 as a Pi lo t proj ect. Currently, there are ten child protection unit 

Ab 
' II abused children are rcfcllCd 

aba police stations. Children accused of offense~ as we as 

t I 
. 1 FSCE CPU coun elor and 0 r l u 

o tle child protection units by the police. As tle -
. 'J e O trll ffick1l1 1 

I 

temlinal workers reveal, aft er establishing the chIld UJ1lts tle ea 
m \ I tim 

d . ' _ ' ." t1 ociety Because of lhi . 
eCleasll1g. l~ SCE Jl1troduces CPUs actiVitIes to le s . 

. .' fter a lono P ri d fabu 
may come to the CPU when thev hear about Its activIty a :::> 

-' 

thl u h 

tl . ' ,r the CPU recei ve ch i ldrcn \\ h I.: a c 
le help of someone . As the counselor further avo\-\ s, 
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· below 18 years old, including trafficked victims and th " . 15 ese victims are Identified \ h th r 

they are trafficked or not through in-depth interview by the FSCE counsel r. 

identifying them, he registers them on the form that the CPU prepared to the i ti m 

trafficking. 

In conducting their activities, the CPUs adopt Art. 19 (2) of the UN Convention n th 

Rights of the child (1989) which states that "such protective measures II lIll o. 

appropriate, include effective procedures for the establishment of social pro 1'1 1/1 ' 10 

provide necessQI )l support fo r the child and for those who have the care of III IlIld, fI 

well as f or other fOl"III S of prevention and for identification, reporlill , J" '1'/'11 , 

investigation, trea tm enl alld fo //OI v-up of instances of child mallrealJll III d's ,.,1 Id 

heretofore, and as appropriate, fo r / lidicia! involvement" (FSCE 2005 :9) . 

As the program coordinator at FSCE acknowledges, the organization follows the trate£!, 

cross-border trafficking to prevent internal trafficking since children can be init iall ~ und 

at the bus temlina l like the crosS border victims found at the borders. Thes traffick d 

children can easi Iy be abused and exploited unless they get support. Hen e. the 

-organizat ion uses bus termi nal wOlkers to~LOtect these children from abuse and 

I 
' . . , , ,,' , ' ,'f tl easil)' and to bring them t the 

exp O]lat l011 by glvmg tramJJ1 g In order to ldentl y lem 

FS 
d tIle brokers after ani \ ing at th 

CE-CPu. The trafficked chi Idrcn can also be expose to 
b ' . , - -1 nes who can have fir c nta t 
us tell11!na1. Therefore, the bus ten11lnal workers ale t le 0 

d b tenllinal \\ olkcr .. 
with tIl d fl-01ll ab use alld exploitation. Traine u 

em an can save them 
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O
I1l!1lunity members, and police forces can help bring tIl " c e victims to FSCE- CPU Th . 

i . al I 

why FSCE established CPU for this purpose at the destination areas: 

Ing an a use and The FSCE-CPU also prosecutes people who are involved in traffilck' d b 

exploitation. 

6.2.1.2 Protective Intervention 

The organization has its own drop-in-center but the capacity of receiving and pr viding 

service to the victims is not adequate. Because of this, the center refers girl victim t Ih 

OPRIFS and recently to the 10M to get adequate service. It also sometimes refer b y t 

BOLSA, then thi s bureau seeks out other NGOs that provide service to them. Some i tim 

of trafficking do not want to reunite wi th their famil y so the organization tri es to ha e Ih 111 

adopted by fore igners. This process is done with BOLSA. Otherwise, the victim tay in tIl' 

center. According to the counselor of FSCE, victims need lots of support at the dr p-in­

centers such as psycho-social support, medical SuppOlt, educational support, etc. whil III 

stay in the center. In fact, the center provides food , bedrooms, and sanitation services uch 
il i 

as soap fo r clothes and baths and TV. The center is not child friendly and secure in 

I ' . " . ' F' th b ervatiol1 the center i far 
ocated at a polIce station in Addis ketel71 Cl sub-Clt)". 10m eo s , 

f I tIle place to perfon11 hi s acti itie . I 
TOIll t 1e CPU so the counselor always walks to 
b _ . . . ' . the shelter and he brin th 

o selved that there lS no one who gives care to the vtCtll11 S Jl1 

I . . .' . 1 order to take them the 
c 111dren to the CPU dUling breakfast, lunch and d1l1nel tlme II 

1 al so obsel ed lh 
resta '1 1 tay in the center. 

urant. They have a food al lo'vvance Whl e ney s 
til ' . . I There is lack of a pIa . ng place and 

ele IS no fence and they spend time outSIde the lOme. 
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ers appear In court and the playing materials etc. It may be a long time before traffick . 

. Icttms who ar a u cd victims stay for a long time till the case is finished V' . 

o lee a lectlon for iet and 
P
sychologicall y need exhaustive counseling to bring change t c. I fC . 

to become soci ali zed with others. Thus, they need protection. 

6.2.1.3 Reunification Intervention 

The organizati on also reunites victims of trafficking with families by getting c nta t \ ith 

families and coveri ng the transportation cost of the victims and parents while th 

to home. 

As the proj ect coordinator mentioned, there is limited capacity to deal wi th the ~\b 
, 

mentioned act ivi ti es. So- they have to cooperate with other stakeholder t PI' v nl lh 

problem. With four local NGOs (CANU, ANNPCAN, CHAD-ET and OPRIF ) \ rki ng 

on children' s righ ts, FS CE work jointly. There is referral to the Child abu e and c I\ t: I 

et 
Unit (CANU) which is located at Yekatit 12 Hospital or other hospilals/cl

ini 

th 
medical treatment. CA1\TU gives medical support to victims and med ical eviden 

court if there is a case of rape. Especially nowadays, trafficking is considering a a crim\l1al 

practice when iI i s most ly related to cases of rape. 

. . 10M b . fetTin o trafficked irl I 111 
Recently, the organization started workmg \1,'1th y Ie 0 

G d _ _. . . f I It . meals and coun eJino. I 
00 SamarIt an orgamzatlon for the prOVISion 0 s 1e el, 

al 

gives support for capac itv buildino for staff. 
- ::> 
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According to the project coordinator, the organization is I a so connected with rcgi nal 

olice to reunite children with their parents. However tl' . p , lere IS a scarcity of bud t and 

human power to do further activities in preventing child traffick Sh mg. e suggests that th r 

is a need for much effort to prevent the problem. She confirms that FSCE . . IS working nl 

. e pro em only at on the symptoms of the case. This means that they give attention to th bl 

destination areas or the consequence of trafficking rather on the cailse of trafficking at th 

origin place due to lack of capacity. There is a need of having a rural based traffickin 

prevention. She further noted that the law cannot prevent child trafficking alone but it i 

better to do intensive perfonn ance to prevent child trafficking on the rural side. Th r i 

lack of awareness about the effect of child trafficking. There are places where rna med ia 

are not avai lable. Thus, there is a need of community awareness through [dir, reli i u 

centers, meetings, etc. in the rural areas since the places are the source of child traffi kin '. 

The rural people have to understand that they must not give their child to others in rd r I 

generate income. More~ver, the law has to be improved and implemented. on em d 

bodies have to work hard together in designing income-generating activities for fa mili e In 

order to send their children to school if they can not afford the cost at the origin area . 

6.2.2 Organization for Prevention, Rehabilitation and Integration of Female 

Street Children (OPRIFS) 
for Prevention, Rehabili lati n and 

As the project coordi nator verifi es, the Organization 
I non_goven.lmental and non-pr fit 
ntegration of Female Street Children (OPRIFS) is a 

. tl welfare and protection of fern Ie 
indigenous humanitarian organi zation, workwg for le 



was estabhshed by Rada Barna in street children. Having it s root in the Mobile unit that . 

er 0 e an extension to the Mobile 1989, OPRIFS was set up in 1994 as a Drop-in-Cent t b 

Unit. 

6.2.2.1 Rehabilitation intervention 

Apart from providing serv ice to female street children, it gives service to trafficked girls 

from FSCE to include shelter, meals, sanitation, informal education, skill training, 

guidance and counseling and family reunification. 

From my obser\' ati on, children were doing physical exercises 111 the mOJ11l11 g, me 

attending in formal education and some doing handicrafts. There was al so indi vidual 

counseling. I \'isit ed their bedrooms and I observed while they ate their break fa t and lunch. 

I also obsen'cd some photos of victims ' reunification with their famili es at the organizati n. 

For instance, 1 saw a picture of the Wolkite's police officer and three girl victims when the 

police offi cer recei ved victim s from the organization to take to their origin area . 

In OPRIFS , int ensive counseling is very important to the .trafficked children be[or 

. . . I tl py in order to und out the 
reumtll1g WIth their fam ilies. Recently, the counse or uses 1era 
' . . ' d: h . b ed sexually washes the d II 
mtemal [eell11gs of the victi ms. For Il1stance, a chll w 0 IS a us 

I d J1 fa' about 45 minute . 

by putting it into water. She does not talk but she just washes t 1e 0 I 

T 

' . 'f h is dirty inside and \Va hes th 
h IS shows that she IS sex ually abused. She feels as 1 s e lor 

d I ' . ' b throuah the therapy, the coun 
01 S clothes . \~Then a ch i ld gJVes a sIgn of sexual a use ;:, 

l Ie her problem. om 

11111 d' . Clll'ld l1eeds follow-uP to so \ 
11e lately 111forms others that the 

, 
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ases might be sensitive that have not be raised in front of th l' e 0 ers Ike sexual abuse but ha 

, VI ence trough polt to be handled through individual counseling. Actually there is e ·d ·h . 

e eVI ence but the vlctm1 records or medical treatment but in some cases there may not b 'd . , 

spen s t e ay and can identify her problem through counseling or her actions while she d h d 

night time. In some cases, the rehabilitation workers also help her by referring the case to 

the counselor describing what they find while they spend the daytime with her in the cia 

room or during play time, etc. There are house mothers who spend the night with them, 

They refer cases to the counselor and the counselor will give individual counseling t th 

sexually abused girl. I observed the material of therapy in the counselor's office and it i 

well ananged. The office seems like a child friendly place. 

After the counselor fini shes the seSSion, the counselor and the rehabilitation work r 

believe counselin G is enOUGh for the victims or after discussing with other worker ab lit 
:;, :;, 

what they have done, what they feel and 'what behavioral change the victims brought ab li t 

after the session. Then, the counselor info D11S the reunification officer that the child i read 

, , ' ' fii t rt t t ce her family to get conla t 
to reumte WIth her fami ly. The reuJ1l ficat lon 0 lcer s a sora 

with them thro uGh the ReGional police officer by phone as the child is found in th 
:;, :;, 

, tile office]' [idled out the fonn of ,the organization which 
orgal11 zation. At the beg.inning, 

, , ' 1 helter the coun elor and 
consists of the victim 's address , When the fa mIly arnves at t1e s , 

, ' , ' d are to their children, 
leul11ficatJ on officer give advice to them to gIve goo c 

I that they \vill reunite \ ith th ir rami l 

The traffi cked chil dren who join OPRIFS fi rst kno\~ 
h

'ld 's Q'l"owth. The organization 
bv t Il ' ' I I for the c I v , e ll1g them that family is the n g 1t p ace 

122 

I 

, 



a er staYIng for a few days. But criterion has to know everything all as they will reunite ft . 

orne so It refers them to CIAI -some agree first and later they may refuse to go back h . 

I ren Id (CIAI - EthIopIa) -Ethiopia organization fo r adoption. The Italian Center for Ch'ld A' , , 

is a 11011- profit organization founded in 1968 which began its act' 't' , , ' IVI les In the same year as 

1 

the Italian centre for Inter-country Adoption. It has been working', Eth' , , , In IOpla SInce 1990 

and starting fro111 1995 CIAI has constantly supported more than 1,500 children with its 

resources, 

According to the reun ification officer in OPRIFS, during reunification there is a need of 

having lots of effort to reu nite children to different places which takes a lot of the offie 

work time, Thi s is due to hav ing a limited staff. As it is mentioned before, the family i 

traced through regiona l police offi cers. After reunification, the police officers have al 
a 

great contributi on to the post reunification program which helps to know how parent give 

care to their children as they promised before. Do they send their children to school? D 

they Ii ve ; n a good co nd; t; on? The program of post reun; fication was started in 2006 and 

covered very rew areas due to lack of budget and staff to perform more successful 

, , " I I ' tl 'ee areas The feed back a 
ac!JVltles, Due to thI S, the program has taken p ace on y 111 U ' 

tl 
d l

o t family care and love but in 
1at most of them are successful , they are happy an t1ey be 

" ~ b k tl oh the process of trafftekin 
some cases there are prob lems It ke chIldren come ac 1TO

U
b 

, Addis Ababa after reuni (icati on are 

Accordmg to (h e paren ts, those who come back to . ' r 'Addis Ababa instead 

attracted by the Ii fe style of Addi s Ababa, They prefel to lye In h 
, ,, ' One child said that the ser ice 

thei r origin areas , So they can not stay Jl1 the IUlal alea, 
o ' . ,,' ' I can eat thJee times a da but he can 
eets flOm thI S oroal11zatJon IS so att ractIve because s 1e 

~ 
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e prelers to come back to Add' IS. not get meal three times per day in her birth place so sh l' 

b Y a tractive to them since the Because of thi s, the organization is tryino not to be overl t . 

service creates problem after reunification. 

opRIFS is working with BOLSA. It also has a network with four NGOs working n 

children' s program including e RD A. These four multi sectorial organizations, including 

OPRIFS, did a pilot shldy in Addis kelema sub-city on sexual 'abuse and exploitation 

including traffi cking. For instance, one child case can be solved through the cooperati n f 

these five organizations. These organi zations are FSCE- CPU (shelter, counseling and 

reunification), OPRIFS (shelter, food, counseling, informal education and reunificati n) 

AN1\TPCA (legal protection and counseling), CHAD-ET (coordination the activitie and 

raising fund to the program) and C A JU (medical assistance). This is the most u cful 

strategy for a chi ld who has been abused and exploited. These are a kind of packa r 

activities which started a year ago and it is commonly known as June multi sect ri al 

project. The Multid isciplinary Approach states that agencies and decision makers sh uld 

consider ell i I d ren ' s ri ah I s an d III ak e sure Ihal children have input in the program and 
b 

decisions affecting their presen t and future life 

. . to the trafficked victim hich is 

The above menti oned service givers (NGOs) gIve servIce 
. .' answer to bridge the gap In 

also elaborated in the 1ultidisciplll1ary Approach as It IS an . 
. . . d trafficking such as physical treatment 

prOVIsion of services to victims of chJld abuse an 

and rehabi litation, psychosocial care and legal support. 
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Chapter 7: Conclusions and Recommendations 

7.1Conclusions 

Internal traffi cking of children from rural areas to b ur an areas is widespread but a yet 

disregarded phenomenon . Children are trafficked to Addis Ababa fro d'fe . m I lerent regIons of 

the country. There is also an absence of comprehensive and reliable data on the problem 

especially in Ethio pia . Due to this, the study has assessed the factors that directly contribute 

to the vulnerabilit y of children to trafficking, explored the consequences of trafficking and 

examined the ex isting policy frameworks and their implementation with the concerned 

, 
bodies in combat ing child trafficking in Cheha Woreda, Gurage zone (specifica lly at f, ur 

research sit es) and Addis Ababa. In line with this objective, forty case materials in th 

research areas (Ywezhe kebele, Buchach kebele, Emdibir, Gubre as well as Addis Ababa) 

sho',,\' that most of the ch ild ren are forcefully taken to Addis Ababa for the purpo e f 

engaging them as domestic \J,'orkers. 

According to the findin gs of the study, there are three main inteITelated facto rs (economic 

. th t 'afficked children The main 
soclo-cultural and demographic) that are common among e I . 

economic factors that a r ~ part of the cause of vulnerability of children to trafficking are 

. ..' . d hi oh demand for chi Id labour in 
poveliy, land scarcI ty, conSIderIng chIldren as an asset an b 

Ad . c111' ld trafficking is the socio-cultural factor such a 
dIS Ababa. The other fac tor in 

.' .' 'eas Demographic factor thaI 
Meskol and A/'(~f;1 holidays and mi sinfonnat!On111 tbe ong1l1 al . 

I t' due to birth in the research 
Contributes to chi ld trafficking is the high increase ofpopu a Ion 

areas . 
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From the evidence, the root cause that contributes to the vulnerability of children t 

trafficking is poverty. Due to the scarcity of the land the household d , s 0 not produ 

enough crops for the year to the family members. In addition to thO th C " .\ IS, e lamllies ha 
. . 

many children and they have a great value to them But they can not g' d . Ive goo care t 

"them. Families can not feed the children adequately and can not send them to school due t 

the low family income. As a resu lt of thi s, some children are forced to move to the urban 

areas through the process of trafficking by the permission of their families to generate 

income fo r the households by being engaged in different activities at an early age. H n , 

child traffickin g is an essenti al means of survival to the families in the study areas du 

poverty, land scarcity and hi gh fertil ity rate. 

It is difficult to identify the victims of trafficking from the research sites since th y ar 

trafficked through close relatives and neighbors. They are excluded and invisible to ther 

and they face challenges secretl y, whi ch is exploi tation and neglect. The findin gs identi fy 

. . f t ffi k g in Addis Ababa such as 
frequent forms of explOitation through the process 0 ra lC 111 

labour, phys ical, sexual, and psychological exploitation. But the most serious aspect of 

. .. " . Add' Ababa is labour exploitat i n. 
child explOltaLIon through the process of traffick1l1g 111 IS 

I . I sexual, and psychol gi al 
This labour ex ploitation exposes chi ldren to p 1yslca , 

exploitation. 

. a ainst the Transitional Oroaniz d 
The outcom e of the study shows that the ConventIOn g 

. . valid to describe the ase of 
Clime also ca ll ed the Palermo Convention of traffickll1g IS 

. Human Ri !!hl . 
t fll ob\II'ous that the Gender-responsIve, -
ralcked children. Moreo\er, it is 
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Migration Based Approaches have been appropriate to d 'b escn e and to contradict some f 

the factors that contribute to child trafficking. Criminal J f B us Ice ased, Human Right Bas d 

Approaches and the nati onal legal framework are relevant to oppose til e consequences 

trafficking on traffi cked children. 

Based on the findings, Ethiopia has not ratified the major UN and 1LO instruments which 

are relevant to the issue of trafficking in children. In addition to this, there is lack f a 

comprehensive nat ional policy and a comprehensive law that addresses the issu 

trafficking in children 

The find ing address that even if there is a criminal law which is relevant to prev nt lh 

problem of trafficking. there arc very few cases reported to the Federal First instance uti. 

There have been no cases reponed to the Cheha Woreda Court. Th!s is mainly due t la k 

of societal awareness on the problem, lack of and the applicable law and also lack r 

evidence on the reported cases . 

F 
.. . c. I vant organizations that ha e 

rom the stud y. It IS e\"ldent that there are very lew re e 

i . . . . . ' c. th t t1 internal child trafficking 
. pOSItIvely mtervened in child traffick 1l1 g. TIllS IS tlie lact a le 

. ' . . ffickin by the major concemed 
has not been oiven ser IOUS attent Ion as cross-boarder tra 1 g 

::0 
. . I f child traffi cking in -lhi pta 

bodies so far. The only IGO that is workJl1 g on the prob em 0 
. . akers hOllld 

is FSCE. Thu s. the Mullid iscipl inary Approach is relevant that qecls
lOn 

111 

. . . . .. . . ' a These children need have need eJ\'lC 
ConsIder chtldren ri gh ts 111 VIC\JJ1lS of traffick1l1t;> ' 

. . .' I ocial care and legal support. 
such as physIcal treatment and rehabIlItatIon, psyc 10S 
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7.2 Recommendations 

e conSl ered: B
ased on the findings, the following issues could perhaps b 'd 

To beain with, there is not a comprehensive national policy on " c> preventmg mtemal child 

les 0 lOCUS on the trafficking. This has been created a problem to the concerned bod' t ~ 

observed problems rather than giving attention to the factors and the over all problem. 

Second, Ethiopia has to rati fy the major UN and ILO instruments which are relevant to the 

issue of trafficking children along with the national policy and legislative efforts. These ar 

The Migrant for Employment Convention (revised), 1949 (No.97), Migrant Worker , 
(Supplementary provisions) Convention, 1975 (No. 143), The Convention on the 

Promotion of Equality of Opportunity and Treatment of Migrant Workers, 1975, The 

lntemational Convention on the Ri ght of Migrant Workers and their families, 1990 and 

Protocol to Prevent , Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Person, Especially of Women and f 

Children, 2000 . 

Thi rd, the new Criminal Code has to be given senous attention by the legislators. 

T
. . . . . " I . t' e seen as equally seriou 

I laffickll1g for labour explOI tation and for sexual FXP OIta Ion ar 

.. . . . ' ltd to the process and purp e 
offen ces III legislati ve tellllS. Jt has to be given conce1l1 Ie a e 

. . ' ction assistance, rehab il itati n 
of traffick 111 g. In addit ion to thi s, It has to 1I1clude the prote , 

and re-integration of the victims. 
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e preva ence, process and consequence of Fourth, there is a lack of public awareness on th I 

internal child trafficking.iMoreover, people do not k tl . .. . . now 1e eXisting laws and assIstance I 

b' nee 0 ralsmg publtc awarene the problem that is related to traffickino. Thus there is a d f .. . 

on the problem. 

Fifth, training and workshops are essential to raise the capacity of the law enforcem nt and 

other concerned bodies to prevent child trafficking. In addition to thi s, there i a n d f 

human and other resources to prevent trafficking. 

Sixth, prevention is start~d from the ori gin areas since it is important to mba t th r t 

causes of trafficking particularl y poverty. There is a need of initi ating in m 

activities and other job opportu niti es to the Gurage people in the study ar a tall iat ' 

poverty. In addition to thi s, those retumee committees that are organi ed at th Icmcntar 

school level have to be encouraged and the budget constraints for their acti iti e ha c I 

find immediate solution to prevent the problem. 

Seventh, the problem in the study areas has a deep root estab li hed cau e that c ntribute t 

the vulnerability of chil d trafficki ng economi chll y, soci all y an I cultu rall y. 0, Ihe 

concerned government and NGOs workin g on Child Rights hav to work in cooperation 10 

prevent intemal child trafficking. 

EiaJlth since there is a Jack of rclevant and comprehcn ivc data n the problem f intem,J 
::> . , 

child traffi cking, there should be fUI1h er stud y on the prob lem . 
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Ninth , prov iding assistance and protection to the victims is essenti al since they are abused 

and neglected. They need physical treatment and rehabil itati on, psychosocial care, legal 

support , medical service,"training and skill advancement. 
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