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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Statement of the Problem 

Family is the fundamental unit that is th e central pillar of any socie ty. Family is 

formed throu gh the marital status and partnership of couples bonded by 

mu tua l att raction. Ma rital stability is one of the major factors in wh ic h soc ia l 

strength , ha rm oniou s livin g environment and generation contin u ity I S 

guaranteed. On th e other hand, marital life dissolution has importan t and 

direct effect on the wellbeing of the family at the individua l or societa l level 

(FSCE 1998, Quisumbing and Kelly 2003, Ikamari 2005). It a lso changes the 

household composition of the population (FSCE 1998). On the basis of the 

natural relationship of family and social s tructure, family if not the bcst but 

widely interpreted social institute. 

In Ethiopia marria ge is viewed as a normal and expected formal procccl ure of 

living, an essential good associa ted with safety for all involved. To achieve this, 

in mosl of the cases young people e ntered in to the marital obligations with 

little or inadequate knowledge of their duties and responsibilities within 

marriage. Due to this, they u sually prefer to escape from the unfulfilled 

marriage commitment by divorce or separation a t early age. They u sed to do the 

same, when they discover in the late years that marriage is a serious bus iness 

and is no t a lways as romantic and exciting as they used to dream it. In re lation 

to this, the report of the Ethiopian Central Statistical Authority on National 

Fertilily Su rvey cOllducted in 1990; showed that 47.3 percent of women who 

married below 15 years of age had their marriage dis~;olved by divorce or 

separation (CSA, 1993) . 
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field such as Wondimye (2007) where childlessness and violation of lIw r ight to 

choose a partner appeared to be the main causes. 

Apart from reasonin g the factors of marital dissolution, related con seque n ces of 

marita l dissolution h ave been assessed by different researchers . Most sc holars 

agree that divorce has a negative impact not only on husband, wife and 

children but a lso on the society at large. For instance, marital d issohJtio n is the 

major component of the increase in female headed households that leads many 

women and children to live at or bel ow poverty level; psychological stress and 

also children of divorced parents do less well in school and experience more 

emotional and behavioral problems than do children wh o live in a nuclear 

family structure or their biological parents (F'SCE, 1998). 

In view of the complicated factors associated in the female 's marita l instability 

and in spite of its profound effect on their lives, studies on marita l d isso lution 

with particular emphasis on its causative factors especially due to family 

migration are rare and scarce in our country. Hence, this study inte nd s to 

contribute a nd fill a ce rta in gap in our knowledge about the basic demographi c 

and socio- economic determinants of females' first marital dissolu tion. This 

study is conducted in Addis Ababa city admin istration, Yeka Sub City. Yeka 

Sub City of Addis Ababa is selected due to high prevalence of ma r ital 

dissolution of th e area evidenced by the Central Statistical Authority 's 2007 

population and housing census marital s ta tus data3. 

3 It h35 oLell loulIll out that <[Dulll ! .5,525 Illale and female are investigated as divorce or separat ion among these 

11.788 wer,' t<:ll1a\cs (Ce ntral St,lIistical Authority Preliminary Report). 
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particularly the social networks shared by both partners, where kin relations 

playa major role (Boyle et al. 2006). This dissolution entails the loss of a source 

of psychological and social support. As a result, migration may overload a 

couple, with one of thc partners expecting from the other to fill in terms of the 

psychological and social functions fulfilled previously by the members of the 

former networks (Kulu and Musznyska, 2007) . The additional burden may 

increase union in sLa bili ty. 

Thirdly, changing the place of residence is stressful and this may prec ipitate 

divorce. This a'pplies in particular to frequent movers (Boyle et a l. 2006). A 

change of residence requires significant changes to a person's routines, roles, 

and identities, all of which are a major source of stress, and particularly so if it 

happens 8ga in ami ag8in. Similarly, the moving process in itself is stressful, 

since the women expected to bear more of the burden for such move, as they 

are mOl-e likely to be involved in arranging for the movement of household 

possessions, acquiring new household items, organizing childcare, and other 

child ce ntcred activities (Boyle et al. 2006). Therefore, any good opportunity 

favorable of separation may be weleomed in the course of time. 

Finally, marriage market changes as the place of residence changes. New 

potential partners become available; these are likely to be partners with whom 

the mover is in contact with in everyday life, thus placing additional strains on 

the current relationship (South and Spitze 1986, Boyle et al. 2006). 

There are also reasons to believe that the effect of migration- depend s on the 

settlements of origin and destination . Migration from rural to urban a reas 

entails a move to an environment where more liberal views dominate and 

divorce is le ss stigmatized (Boyle et al. 2006). Further, cities offer greater 

opportunities for a woman to find a job and maintain a separate household. 

Lastly, as the marriage market in urban areas is larger,lhere is also a higher 

chance to find a better match there (South and Spitze 1986, Boyle et al. 2006) 

and couples many, and stay married, because the utility from marriage cxceeds 
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1.6.3 . Parents Marital Experience 

Marital dissolution has transmission behavior from parents to their child re n 

(Feng et aI. , 1999) . This is to say, offspring who were exposed to poor parental 

models of interpersonal behavior may have more d ifficulty of establishing a nd 

maintaining intimate re la t ionsh ip in later life (Boyle et a l. 2006). Amato (\996) 

showed that those who come from happy, intac t fami lies themselves, werc more 

likely to report low levels of conflict and instability of their own marriages . 

Others have looked explicitly at the risk of divorce ; Amato a nd DeBou r (2001) 

and Cherlin a nd' Kinria n (1999) showed that divorce was less like ly in fam ilies 

where neither the husband nor wife experienced a parental divorce. Related to 

this , Bumpass et al. 199 1 found that pa ren tal divorce increased the odd s of 

marital dissolution by 70% for daughters . People from divorced famili es of 

origin were more likely to exhibit behaviors that u ndermined relationsh ip 

quality (Amato an d DeBour 200 1). But study conducted in Addis Ababa 

showed that parents' marital history appears not to determine the marital 

stability of spouscs (Wond imiye, 2007). This seams, a lthough, the mnrita l 

history put stress on children expectation of their fu ture, th ey may take their 

own example suitable for them. 

1.6.4. Duration of Marriage 

Many studies reported that the majority of dissolution of marital union occurs 

in th e first few yea rs o f marriage . Th is m ay be due to marital specifi c ca pital 

such as chi ldre n , scxual co mpatibili ty, and knowledge of one's mate incrcases 

with dura tion (Becker et al. 1977). Thus, the probability of marital di ssolu ti on 

tend s to decline as duration of marriage increases (Becker e t al 1977, Bracher 

et al 1993). Hailema rim (2000) in h is com para tive a n a lysis of determinants of 

age at first marriage and marital stability in Addis Ababa found that duration of 

marriage is positive ly related with ma rital dissolution . 

Since age and marital duration are s trongly correlated , it is d ifficult to unta ngle 

the effects of the two conceptually distinct variables. Empirically, the results 

10 
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a re similar: divorce/separation is less likely when respondents and marnages 

are older (White, 1990). How much of this effect is du e to selective attrition 

through d ivorce and how much of actu a l ch a n ges In propensity to 

divorce/separation with age and duration is u n clear. It is also unclear whether 

the rf'a son s for d ivorre/ separa t ion chan ge by age and du ration. Booth a nd 

associates (1 986) argue th at age a t m arriage , h ealth, social integration, a n d 

income are less impo rtant p l'edictors of divorce/sepa ration at higher ages a nd 

durations, bu t othe r stu d ies show n o s ignificant differen ces in pred ictors of 

divorce /se paration among long versu s s hort m a rriages (South a n d Spitze, 

1986). But if posit ive relation of duration of first marriage and mari ta l stabil ity 

is considered as significant, tha t migration of s hort lived family would be m ore 

of high rio;k. 

1.6 .5 . Work Status of the Husband and Wife 

Marriages have been found more likely to dissolve w hen wIves are employed 

(Booth et a l 1983 and 1984 and Jalovaraa 2001). They analyzed the effect of 

female employment. on union dissolution in terms of independen ce and in come 

effect. The woman's employment experience can increase the opportun ity of 

union dissoluti on by increasing her fin a ncial independence. On the con lm l)', if 

the effect of employment on union d issolution throu gh income is by increas ing 

family income; this extra income can decrease financial stress and increase 

marital specific capital (South and Spitze 1986), The result of this extra income 

is to make a union more attractive relative to available a lternatives, decreasing 

the likel ih ood of union dissolution (Rogers and DeBour, 200 1), 

On the olhe r hand , studies reported that even though u nemployment 01' both 

husband a nd wife leads to a n increased risk of divorce/ separatio n by 

controlling other factors husba nd unemployment had th e strongest impact, 

Similarly, unemployment amo ng men seems to create a greater strain on 

families than unemployment among women (Ha n sen , 2005 ,a nd Bracher et a l 

1993), Two explana tions have been given fo r this : the first expla n ation is that, 

11 



time for spouses to prepare emotiona lly and psychologically or fo r the 

successfu l performance of m a rita l roles. Additionally, a later age at marr iage 

might signal a longer marital search that culmina tes in a better-matched 

spouse (South, 1995). According to Reiners (2003 ), increasing age at first 

marriage to a greater degree of self a rra ngement of m a rriages is a powerful 

mechan ism of dec lining divorce rates. In contrast, recent evidence suggests 

that late marriages, while not at risk to the same extent as early marriagcs, a lso 

appear to be less s table (Booth and EdwArds , 1985). This may appear when 

spousc:; can be inll exib le a nd unable lo rcconc ile their differenccs al relali ve ly 

older ages (Bitte r, 1996 ). 

Bumpass a nd Sweet (1972) reported that women who marry before age 20 have 

substantia lly high e r rutes of marital dissolution th a n women who melt"!"y a t 

older ages. In Ethiopia, early age at first m a rriage is known to be the best 

indicator of marital di ssolut ion as reported by Pathfinder International Eth iopia 

(2006) . A nd the major expla nation s for this high rate of divorce a t early 

marnage includes emo tional im maturity, un inte nded marnage riue to 

premarital pregnanc ie s, poor role perfo rm a nce in marital relationships and less 

tolerance for any marital dissatisfaction due to suitability of alternativcs for 

remarriage (Booth a nd Edwards 1985). Keeping all the a bove factors as they are 

migration will give the chance for the early aged parent to break away suc h 

status of marriage at any coast. Especially, the high opportunity to remarriage 

and less feeling of responsibility are the encouraging fac tors for dissolu tion. 

1.6.7. Age Difference between Spouses 

J u st as a young age at ma rriage, a greate r age difference between spouses is 

sometimes cons id e red as characteristic of a subordinate position of wome n 

within t.he household (Reiners, 2003). According to Reiners (2003) a study 

conduclcd in Rural Malawi, wide age gap engagements pa rticula rly loo young 

women cngaged to too old m en , lesson s the wome n 's autonomy a nd thei r 

empow('J'mcnt in thc issucs of their household. Thus, he views tha t a la l'ge age 

13 



difference between spouses s ign ificantly reduces the risk of divorce and may be 

an indication of a greater submissiveness of women to the authority of their 

husband . Contrary to this, study made by Pathfinder International/ Ethiopia 

(2006) on the causes a nd consequences of early marriage in Amha ra region 

showed a contradictory result that age difference between spouses greatly 

affe cts the level of comm unica tion, mutual understanding, and the ba lnnce of 

influence within the fam ily, and it gives the man considerably more control 

than that held by his young wife. According to the study, age difference between 

couple s where tpe husband is at least ten years or older has been found to be 

negatively related to marital stabi li ty. When the age difference affects the role of 

woman in the house and the level of imbalance gets higher, th e woman feels 

unimportance and practices like family migration will be risky to the 

dissolution of the marriage. 

1.6.8. Educational Status of the Husband and Wife 

Increased socio- economic status measured by educational attainment IS 

associated with increased ri sk of union d issolution (Rose, 1992, Prank and 

Wildsmith , 2005) . Such effect of education on marital dissolution was more 

likely pronounced fllr women (ibid). And (Becker et aI., 1977 and South <lnd 

Spitze, 1986) found the negative effect of education on divorce risk. Education 

might be a resou rce that increases the financial and social status of marriage 

and couples coping resources, education can also be a resource that can 

provide each partner, for instance, with the confidence and / or a lternat ives for 

leaving unsatisfactory marriage . However, research findings in the association 

between marital instability vary with respect to th e direction of th e re lationsh ip 

(South and Spitze, 1986. Por in stance, in some cases the relationship bctwcen 

female education and divorce is found to be positive (Bumpass and Swcct 1972 ; 

Canabal 1990). Unde r other circumstances its influence appears to be non­

linear, with the lowest divorce rates observed among un-educated women and 

among the hi ghest educational groups (Zhang, 2007). On the contrary, Reiners 

(2003) found that cducation has no effect on education. Moreover, Difference in 

14 



1. 7. Conceptual Framework 

The conceptual frame work that guides this study IS illustra tcd as 
follows . 

Figure 1. 1 Co nceptual Frame work 

DClllo{.! ra {J hic vlIJ'iuh/e.\' 

• Numher o f migration 

• Migra ti on status 

• S.trealll or m igrat ion 

• Place where the fam ily live at th e time of fi rst 
llla lTlage 

• NUIll LH.: r or li ving children Marital disso lutio n due to 

• Parent 's 1I1arilal e.xpcri cncc divo rce or separa tio ll 

• Age <It /irst Jllarri:l gc 

Socio-ccol1oJllic wlriables 

• Work status ofthc wOlllan 

• Comparati ve work CIt the time of first marriage 

• H ighes l ed ucati onal level ofthe woman 

• Comparat ive education 

• Consen t on marriage 

Source : Developed by au Lhor on the basis of litera ture review 
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1.8. Operational Definition of Terms 

The definitions of the rollowing terminologies used in this study are givcn based 

on the ir use in different literatures like DHS, CSA and others. 

Marriage: is the legal union of person of opposite sex, the legality being 

established by civil, religious or other means according to th e custom 

and laws of each country (Encycloped ia Britannica, 2003). 

Marital dissolution: is a condition in which partners of a marital union cease 

to li ve toge th e r as husband or wi rc espccially due to divorce or 

separation. 

Divorce: dissolution of valid marnage u sually freeing the parties to remarry 

(Britann ic:!, 2003). 

Separation: a decision that hus band and wife make to live apart wh ile th ey a re 

still legally ma rried . This term is used throu ghout this study to 

n :pn;sc llt scp<lralion or spouses due to some mis understandi llg !Jut 

have not terminated their marriage by law or custom. 

Marital instability: refers to characteristics of marital relationship such as 

level of disagreement as well as dissatisfaction (uns teadiness) with the 

relationship that may or may not result an ultimate ending of the 

marriage itse lf 

Family migration IS a process of human mobility involving a pe rma nent 

chan ge of res idence of both couples with their family members from 

the pl ace whcre they establish the ir union . 

Migrant: - Is a family whose area of residence a fter the time of first marriage is 

different from Addis Ababa and who has stayed in their place of 

marriage for a t least s ix months. 

Rural-Urban migrant: is a fa mily, who changes the p lace where they establish 

their union from a rura l to an urban area (in this case Addi s Ababa) 

dur in g a given period or t ime. 

18 



Urban-Urban migrant: A family wh o changes the place where thcy <'s labli s h 

Lheir union from one urban a rea to another (to Addis Ababa). 

Sub- city: refe rs to the largest' [i;t:hiopian govern m ent admini s tra tivc hi c rnrchy 

of the city that consists of many kebeles in it. 

Working: a wo rkin g person is so meone who e ngages 111 any kind o f work for 

pay during the reference period. 

Kebele: re fers to the lowest administrative hierarchy 111 Ethiopia government 

that exists below SUb-city. 

Household: A household is defined as a person or groups of persons, whether 

related or not, who normally live together in the sam e hou s in g un it. 

Area of Destination: - The area to which a migrant moves (in this casc Addis 

Ababa ). 

Area of Origin: - The a rea where they establis h their union (firs t marriage) 

Non-Migrants:- is a family who live in Addis Ababa after the time of first 

marriage to dissolution or to survey date . 

1.9. Hypothesis 

Based on th e theore tical fra me works a nd empirical findin gs , the fo llowin g 

hypotheses are formula ted. 

1. Mi grants a re more prone to marital dissolution than non migra nts. 

2. Families with more number of migrations are more prone to marital 

dissoluLion than their counter parts. 

3. Families lived in rural area after the time of first marnage has higher 

likelihood of mari tal dissolution than those lived in urban areas . 

4. Th e risk of ma rital dissolution is lower wh en marriage is don e with the 

full consenl a nd choice of the woman. 

5. Womcn who got married late are more likely to expen encc marital 

s ta bility. 

19 
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1.10. Limitation of the Study 

Despite the research er's effort to obtain relevant data, the study has the 

fo llo\\'ing limitations: 

• Duc LO the need to co ntrol the data a nd to avoid repe tition, the study does 

no t include those homeless families who don't have u s u a l residence. 

• Since the design or thc s tuciy was Ct-oss scc tional, ca u se a nd clTcc l 

relationship .cannot be formulated. Therefore, the study is restricted to 

showing only the exposure a nd out come at the same time and space, 

• Due to the nature of the survey method i.e. retrospective survey, 

re spondents fail to report past events or recall lapse. Therefore, the 

researcher was forced to drop some case due to their incompleteness. 

• Due to the sen s iti vity of the issu e which is to call the memory of the past, 

somc respondents were rclucta nt, di s interested, unwillingness a nci not 

transparent. Some of them wanted to escape to provide n ecessary 

information or prefer to divert the target of the query in order to avoid their 

past memories . 

20 



CHAPTER TWO 

METHODOLOGY 

2 . 1. Study Area 

The study a rea (Addis Ababa) is selected, prima rily because of its social, 

economic, and dem ographic heterogeneity. Secondly, there exist reiaLively 

abundant information and avai lability of better data th a n other u rban and rural 

areas. Third ly, I\dd is Ababa, as primate ci ty, has higher pop u lal io n 

concentra tion and high prevalence of migration ra te tha n other urban ilrCaS of 

T':lhiori<l '1I1e1 Ins ily in Arlel is Ababa ma ri ta l in sta bili ty is higher a m ong m igran ts 

than non-m igrants (CSA, 1993). Yeka sub city is selected based on the fac tu a l 

ev ide nce of high di vo rce in cidences registered in the sub c ity as di s pl <:lycd in thc 

prelimin[1rv rcport of the Centra l Statistical a u thority 2007 populat ion and 

housing censW'; (I :'),52:,) divorced! separated male and females and 11 ,7!'l8 were 

females). 

The study IS conducted in Yeka Sub c ity of Addis Ababa city Admini sl ralion. 

The sub c ity is one of the newly established ten Sub cities of Addi s Ababa. 

According to CSA 2007 population and housing census, in the sub c ity has 

293,945 populat ions out of which 135,369 were males and 158,576 were 

females. Moreover the sub-city has eleven Kebelels, in wh ich a ll of them are 

accountable to the Sub-city. Some of these Kebeles are recently rearranged by 

combining the form e rs s ma ll Kebe les . 

2.2 . Data Source 

The study used quantita tive pnmary data. This pnmary data was co llcctcd 

through household su rvey based on deta iled structured questionnaire. The 

question s we re used to collect in forma tion about the ma rita l status , migration 

5 The Former Kebclcs are those organized duri ng the Derguc peri od and continues until recently_ And according to 
the currell t "y<;tCtll some the week ly organized nnd small sized kebeles are joined together to form bi~f!cr ones. 
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were made to be incl uded 1Il the study by using systematic s imple rando m 

sampl in g techniques. 

Figure 2.1 Schematic Presentation of Sampling Design 
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2.5. Data Collection Instruments 

The questionnaire, which consists mostly of structured questions, was prcpared 

to collccL information about the demograph ic a nd soc lo-econom lc 

cha ru clc ri sLics . Th e questio nn a ire was ori ginally pre pa red in Engli s h an d then 

translated into Amharic for easy understanding by data collec to rs a nd 

responden ts. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

METHODOLOGY 

2.1. Study Area 

The study area (Addis Ababa) is selected , primarily because of its soc ia l, 

economic, a nd demographic hete rogen eity . Secondly, there exist relatively 

abundan t information a nd availability of better data than other urban and rural 

areas. Thirdly, I\ddis Ababa, as primate city, h as higher popu la tion 

concentration and high prevalence of migration rate than other urba n i1 rcas of 

Ethiori" [md l[l st ly in Add is Ababa ma rita l in stability is high er a mon g migrants 

than no n-migra nts (CSA, 1993). Yeka sub city is selected based on thc factua l 

evidence of high di vorce inc ide nces registered in the sub city as di sp luyccl in the 

prel imin <l rv report of the Central Statistica l authority 2007 popul<ltion a nd 

housing census (I S,S2S divoreed/ separated male a nd fem a les and 11 ,788 we re 

females). 

The slLIdy is conducted in Ye ka Sub city of Addis Ababa c ity Admini st ration. 

The sub city is one of the newly established ten Sub cities of Addis Ababa. 

According to CSA 2007 population and housing census, in th e sub city h as 

293,945 populations out of which 135,369 were males and 158,576 we re 

female s . Moreover the sub-city has eleven Ke belels , in which a ll of them are 

accountable to the SUb-city. Some of these Kebeles are recently rearranged by 

combining the forme rS sma ll Kebe les . 

2.2. Data Source 

Th e sllldy used quantitative pnma ry data. This primary data was co llected 

through household survey based on detailed structured questionnaire . Th e 

questions were used to collect information a bout the marita l s tatus, m igration 

5 The Former Kebclcs arc those organized during the Dergllc period and continues until recently. And according to 
the ClIrren! "y'>tClll so me the weekly organized and small sized kebe les are joined together to forlll bif!f!cr (l iles. 
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status, n umber of li vin g children , age at first marriage and others incorporated 

fOI· the analysis of thc ci ctcrminants of fcmale first marita l dissolution I'm lll ;,]1 

sampled women . 

An in depth interview with selected key informants was also made to 

substantiate and cross-check the information obtained from the questionnaire. 

The need for the in- depth interview arose from the fact that some important 

points in the people 's a ttitude and feelings cannot be exhaustively captLlt"Cd by 

the qu cstions in th c questionnaire (Kumar, 1999). 

In addition, secondary information obtained from records of admin is trative 

offices, journals, published or unpublished research papers, books and other 

sources relevant to this inves tigation arc properly incorporated in ol·der to 

enrich lhe docume nt. 

2.3 . Sample Size Determination 

Sample size is usually determined based on the required precision, variabili ty of 

the characteristics to be measured and the resources available. In determining 

sample size, with no prior information a bout the variability of the population 

with respect to the desired outcome, which is going to be measu red, the 

variance of the popula lion proportion is often guessed by taking the popUlation 

proportioll equal to 0.5. Therefore, se llin g the popUlation proportion (1') equal 

to 0.5, a minimum sample of about 600 ever married women (excluding 

widowed for first m a rriage and divorced/ separated outside Addis Ababo ) was 

found to be sufficient to attain a 95 percent confidence with an absolu te error 

of 4%. Depending on this, the sample size is determined based on the formu la 

proposed hy 8artif'tt "lIld Colleagues, 2001 

( :: " J: /)(/ 
n =_":::~~: _ = (1.96)2*0 .5*0.5/ (.04)2 =600 + 10% 
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Where 

n ~ i s the sa mple s ize 

p- is the populatio n propor tion that experien ce firs t marn agc ::;Llb ility 

problems. Since th e research er does not ha ve da ta regarding the extcnt of the 

problem, the pro portion of population posses sing this ch arac teris tics is 

assumed as 50%. 

E- is the ma rgin of error or limit of accuracy to be tolera ted , wh ich assu med to 

be 0.04 or 4%. 

z- the n u m ber of standard error units th at a re foun d to be corres pond in g to 

95% confidence leve l, which is given to be 1. 96. 

2.4. Sampling De sign and Procedure 

A cro::;s-sectional s tudy des ign m.ethod was employed to u l1c1cr-\akc th is 

investigation. Operationally, th e sampling s tra tegy of this stu dy was based on 

the; all"Cady c1e lin eDtecl enumeration a reas of the sub city th at W[1S macic by 

central statistical au thority of E: thiopia . In this regard a multi s tugc ra ndom 

sampling technique is used. Fi rstly, from the tota l of eleven kebrles that 

compnse Yeka su b city three kebeles selected u s ing s imple random sam pling 

m ethod. Secondly, the selec ted kebeles comprise different s m a ll ke beles a nd 

from each of the three b igger kebeles one s m a ll kebele was selected u s ing 

simple random sampli ng method. And a ll th e three s m a ll ke be les wi th 1566 

households were visi ted in orde r to make a hou sehold list. From the hou sehold 

li s t , 1205 eligible women with the desire attr ibu te i.e. ever m a rried wom en 

(excluding widowed fur fi rst marriage and divorced /separa ted ou tside Addi s 

Ababa) were as wel l rec ru ited and listed. Thus , thi ::> li s ting was used as a 

sampling frame. Finully, from th ese e nli s ted women , 6 00 e ligibl e responde n ts 
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were made to be included in the study by using systematic simple ra ndom 

sampling techniques. 

Figure 2.1 Schematic Presentation of Sampling Design 
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2.5. Data Collection Instruments 

The questionnaire, which consists mostly of structured questions , was pre pared 

to collcct info rmation about the demographic and SOCIO-cconom ic 

cham clc ri s li cs. Th e questionnaire was origina lly prepared in English and ('hen 

translated into Amharic for easy understanding by data collectors and 

responden ts. 
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2.6. Recruitment and Training of Field Staffs and Pilot Survey 

Twelve remale data collecto rs and 3 supervisors were recruited on th e basis or 

their ed ucational ba ckground and experience in data collection. Becau se or 

cul tura l, religious and different barriers in the study population ror the 

sensiti ve data like marriage issues, as we ll as to improve the quality or data 

being co llected it wus planned to use female data collectors than male. And ror 

effec ti ve' ; ]( ll rlini s t r-; tlioJ1 or dnt"(l collection process two hours of ITfl inil lg \VC IT 

give n ror th e data collectors as well as for th e supervisors. The conte n t or the 

tra inin g includ es explaining the purpose a nd obj ective s of the study, p rocedure 

of data collection, how to approach th e participants a nd having due res pect ror 

the consent a nd ethical values of the researcher under taking. Pi lot survey was 

conduc ted in the c ity to assess the content, cla rity and logical flow or the 

question s and the time needed on average to fill out a s ingle questionna ire. 

2.7. Method of Data Analysis 

Data was edited, coded and entered Il1 to a computer using the users' fri endly 

SPSS software pac kage . Descriptive, bi-variate and multivariate sta ti s tical 

a nalys is lcchlliques are used in the analysis . Essentially ehi - sq uan· lcs t is 

u sed in bi-varia te a na lys is. It is used to see the association or relation s hip 

be tween all se lec ted ind e pende nt va riables a nd dependent variable . Th e logis t.i e 

regress ion model IS the multiva riate procedure used in examin in g the 

rela tio ns hip betwce n the independent (explanatory) variables and the 

dependent (respon se) variable. This analytical technique is appropriate for 

investigating the e frects of independent variables on d ich otom ous dcpendent 

varia bles (Walker, 1996). 

Logislic regrcss io n is used in thi s s tudy to help explain whic h v<l ri a bl es 

determi ne the mari la l dissolution. The dependent variable (marital s ta tus) is 

coded as 1 =divorced j separated and O=intact, the results are interpreted with 

a n odds ratio . 
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If Pi is the probability that the iU1 respondent divorced or separated and (I-Pli)) is 

the probabi lity that the respondent is still at the first m a rriage at the time of 

the survey . Then the ratio pi! (1 - Pli) ) gives the odds of the respondent is being 

divorced or separated to the first marriage . Thus the logis tic regression model 

is of the form 

In(pi / (I-pil)= Bo+BiXil +BiXi2+ ... . .. +BkXik 

Where Pi is the probab ility that the ilh re spondent is divorced or separated at 

the ti me of the survey, Xi is a set of independent varia ble and Bi's a re the 

regre ssion coefficicn t. From the Bi the odds ratio is estimated as exp (Bil . The 

odds ratio is the factor by which the odds of d ivorce / separation change per 

un it change in the i,h independ ent varia bles, controlling for the effects of other 

variable. 

2.8. Data Quality 

Data quality assurance is an important procedure of research works and it has 

very much to do with the analysis of data a nd the in te rpretation of results in 

investigative findin gs. To assure the quality of the data, the researcher 

emrloy,'d " rroper'ly designed d Ata coll ec lion instrument. The <lu('sliolln;lirc 

was prcp;lrcd after ITvlcwlng relevant lite ratures that was IXIsccI on 

predetermined variables. E;very day, each of the completed ques tionnaires were 

reviewed and checked for completeness and relevance by the supervi so rs and 

thc rrineipal invest igiltor. Li kewisc, thc consis tcncy of thc data was <lssu rcd 

after entering each questionnaire in to computer by running a pp rop riate 

program befo re ma king them ready for a na lys is. 

2.9. Variables Description 

2.9.1. Dependent Variable 

The dependent variable in the a na lys is is ma rital d issol.ution due to divorce/ 

se paration. It is denoted by 1 if the eve nt has occurred (divorce/separation) but 

o if the even t is not occurred at the time of the survey (still in first marriage). 
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2.9.2. Independent Variables 

The independent vuriables are listed as follows; 

A. Migration variables 

Place where the family live at the start of first marriage 

This variable is expected to measure th e effects of urbanization on th e stability 

of first. marriage by measuring the effects of ind ividu a li stic, soci:d and 

normative environments . In the analysis place where the family lived at the 

star t of first marriage is grouped into two categories (1) rural (2) urban. From 

these t\\'o categories family who live in rural area after the time of first m:lITiage 

was used as a reference category. 

Migration Status of the Family within First Marriage 

According Lo the literature, the migration status of the family with ill first 

man"iu ge wh ich is expected to influence o n the stabili ty of marriage ca n be 

consid ered in the model being categorized as (1) no migration (2) one mi gration 

(3) two or more migration. The reference category used in the model was 'no 

migration '. 

B. Socio-Economic and Demographic variables 

Age at the Time of First Marriage 

It refers to the age at which the females ever married for the first time . Thus 

age at first marriage of respondents was classified in to variables: (1) less than 

18 years old (2) 18 years and above. The reference category used is 'less than 

18 years old'. 

Parent's Marital Experience 

This variulJIc refers to the marital experien ce of the respondents' parent's at the 

time of first marriage. Thus respondents' parent's marital experiences were 

classified into variables: (1) intact marriage (2) dissolved marriage. 
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Comparative Education 

It refers to the differences 111 educational attainment between hu sband and 

wife . Categories of this variable was made first by taking th e highest 

cducalion,ti a ttainment of spouses; I. e. three categories (no education 

(illiterate), primary (1-8), secondary and above). And on the basi s of these 

categories each husband and wife were compared. The variable was included in 

the analysis having grouped into three categories . (1) no difference (2) man 

better educated (3) woman better educated. Among these three categories, no 

difference in' educational attainment was used as a reference category. 

Work Status of the Woman 

Accordi ll >; 1.0 the li le r;llure, work status of th e woman, which is <',;pecled to 

ref1ect soc io-economic impact on the stability of marriage, is considered in the 

analysi s bci ng CD I cgol'izcd as (1) worki ng (2) not worki ng. Am()ng thcse 

categories 'not working' is taken as a reference category. 

Comparative Work at the Time of First Marriage 

It refers to the differences of work engagement between the husband and wife 

at the start of first marriage , The variable indicates whether the hu sba nd and 

wife engagecl in any g;) inful work at the start of first marriage or nol engaged. 

[n analysis, this v<.!riablc is grouped into four categories (1) Man working, 

Wom i'\I1 not working (2) Man working, Woman working (3) Man not working, 

Woman not working (4) Man not working, Woman working. Amongst these 

categories 'man working, woman not working' was used as a reference category. 

Consent on Marriage 

This vCl I'iable refers to whether the responden ts were entered into firs t marital 

union with their o\Vn consent or not. Consent on marriage was catcgorized as 

(1) own consent/choice (2) arranged marnage. The reference category in the 

model was 'arranged marriage'. 

29 



Comparative Education 

It refers to the di lTe rences in educationa l attainment be tween hu siJa nd and 

\Vife . Categories of th is variable was made first by taking the highest 

educulion,\I aLLainmcnL o r s pouses; I. e. three categories (no educa t.ion 

(illiterate), primary (1 -8), secondary a n d a bove). And on the bas is of th ese 

catego ries each hus ba nd and wife were compared. The variable was included in 

the analysis having grouped into three categories. (1) no difference (2) m a n 

beLLer educa ted (3) woman better educated. Among th ese Lhree caLcgorie s, no 

difference in ·educa tional attainment was used as a referen ce category. 

Work Sta tus of the Woman 

Accordi"g Lo lhc lilera lurc, work s tatus o r the woman, which is e:-;peeled to 

ref1ect socio-economic impac t on the stability of marriage, is con sidered in the 

a nalysis being cclll:go rizeci as (1) workin g (2) not working. Among these 

catego ries 'not working' is taken as a reference category. 

Comparative Work at the Time of First Marriage 

It refers to the difre rences of work engagement between the husband a nd wire 

at the start of first marriage. Th e variable indicates whether the husband a nd 

wife engaged in any gninfu l work at the start of first marriage o r not engnged. 

In analysis, Lhis va riable is grouped in Lo four categories (1) Mun wo rking, 

Womnn nol \Vorking (2) Man working, Woman working (3) Ma n not working, 

Woman not working (4) Man not working, Woman working. Amongst these 

catego,·ies 'man working, woman not working' was used as a refere nce caLegory. 

Co nsent on Marriage 

This v,niable re fers to whether the respondents were entered into fi,· s l ma rital 

union \\'ith their o\\'n consent or not. Consent on marriage was caLegorized as 

(1) own consent/choice (2) a rranged marnage. The reference category in the 

model was 'arranged marriage'. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SURVEY RESPONDENTS 

The su rvey h as col)ected a wide range of information which is crucial for fur ther 

explanation of the findings in the study of demograp hic a nd socio-economic 

dete rminants of femal e first marita l dissolution. These include the demographic 

a nd socio-economic backgrounds of the respondents. The demographic 

cha racteris tics include the respondent's current age, number of living ch ildren, 

age at first marriage, age diffe rence with hus band , migration status of the 

family, number of migration and place where the family live a fter the time of 

first marriage, stream of migration within first marriage and husband's marita l 

expe rience. The socio-economic characteristics include highest educational 

level of the women, work status of the woman, comparative work status at the 

time of first marriage, dura tion of first marriage, comparative education, 

consen l on marriage , parent's marital history 

3.1 . Demographic Characteristics of Respondents 

The age d istribution of women included in the survey illustrates, the highes t 

p roportion of women are included in the age group 25-34 (30 percent) and 35-

44 (24 percent). The number of women in th e age group 64 and older is nearly 

sm a ll co mpared to the other age group, whi ch is about 7 percent. 

Marriage of girls at an early age a t ma rriage (less th an 18 years old) is more 

common in developing countries (Singh an d Samara, 1996) a nd this study also 

con firm s this truth. In Ethiopia, though the Family Law stipu lates that 

m a rn <Jge for girls for younger than 18 is illegal; knowledgc and re spect of the 

Law is limited. When we see the age at first m a rriage of survey respondents, as 

shown in Table 3 .1 only 46.5 percent of ever m a rried women (respondents) were 

ma rried within the legal age of marriage (18 years and above). It also shows 
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percent of the respondents reported that their husband h ad not been previously 

m arried before they first married. However, 15 perce n t of the respondents 

reported that their husbands had experienced marriage prior to the first 

marriage the women. 

fn for-rll,lt ion was a lso collected as to how lon g the respondcnts s [ayed in the 

firs t marriage (duration of first marriage). Results of the survey show that 

a bout -,' 1 percent of the respondents were able to stay at lhcir firsl marriage 

durin g the early duration of m a rriage (the first four years of marriage). And only 

29 percent of the respondents have shown to stay for longer time compared 

with the first group (5 years a nd above).? 

Table 3 .1 a lso presents about the respondent's parent marital status at the 

timc of their fi rst marriage and 66 percent reported that thcir parcnt marital 

stalus was intact and 44 percent were dissolved. 

3.2. Socioeconomic Characteristics of Respondents 

One of the variables u sed to discuss about the socio-economic status of 

spouses u sed in this paper is the highest educational level of the women. 

Distribution accord ing to the different socia-economic c haracteristics of women 

interviewed in the survey is present in Table 3 .2. In survey, informa tion re lated 

to education of each sampled woman was collected . The c1ata on the hi gh est 

education al level of the women demonstrate th at the higher propor t ion (40.7 

percent) of women were not educated and were not able to read and write in 

any la nguage . And 35 percent have primary level education an d smaller 

proportion (24.3 percent) of women attended secondary school and a bove. 

7 For the standard of categorization used in th is paper by the researcher; See section2.9.2 .B ofchrtpter two 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

DIFFERENTIALS AND DETRMINANTS OF FIRST MARITAL 

DISSOLUTION: BI-VARIATE ANALYSIS 

Th e bi -variate analysis, based on the Pearson's chi-square statisti c , provictes a 

preliminary insight into the associa tion or relationship be tween all selected 

indepcndent variables and dependent variable . For a ll indepe ndent va riable 

taking one-at-a -time, a test of association was carried out usin g the Pea rson 

chi-square. High values of Pearson's chi-squa re tes t for a given indepe nd ent 

variables indicates that there is strong association betwee n ea ch of the given 

indepe ndent varia bles and the dependent va riable keeping the effect of the 

othc r fac tors consta nt. 

4.1. Differentials and Determinants of F e m a les' First Marita l 

Dissolution by Migration 

In th is section the major independent migration va r iables analyzed in relation 

to the dependent variable (first marita l disso lution). 

Table 4.1 Differentials and Determinants of First Marital Dissolution by 
migra tion status of the family. 

Place where the family live at start of first Intact Disrupted X' 
marriage 
l~lIr<t1 40.8%(8~ ~.0 .2'y,,(I2?L 
Urban 66 2°/~i2 6 1)- 3:l.8'£ i I :lj} 38.882 
Migration status of the family within 
m a rriaae 
Mi e l'an l 5 19010( 19 1) I 48 1 %( 1 ELi 
Non - migra nt 66 .40/;;(154) I 33.6 0'(, (78) 18.852 
Number oj miaration within first marriaae 
No m i!!ra lion 66 .4%(1 54) 33.6%(78) 
One m i ~ration 54.9 010(128) 45.1 %( 105) 26.1 23 
Two or more migration 46 .7 01;;(631 53 .3%(72) 
Stream ;;r miQration within first marria,qe 
Rural - urban 54.9%11341 45. 1%11101 
Urb,l ll - urba n 59. 101<-;(57) 40 .9%(67) 24 .984 
No mil!ration 66.4%(1541 33. 6%(781 
Sou rce Own Survey Data, 2010 
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The respondents were further asked about th e place whe re the family live after 

the time of first marriage. Based on their responses, the difference in first 

marital dissolution was examined. In connection with this, fa milies of rural 

ol 'igin after the time of first marriage show a highcr percentage of first marital 

dissolution than urban origin families (59.2 perce n t Vs 33.8 percent). The 

difference was statistically significant at (X2 = 38.882, P < 0 .001) . 

Table 4.1 presents the relationships between migration status of the family 

after the time of first marriage and first marita l dissolution. The highest marital 

dissolution was observed among migrant families, nearly about half of the 

divorced/ separated women were migrants (48.1 percent) and 33.6 percent were 

non- migrants. Th e bi-variate resu lt h as Also confirmed that migration status 

of the family within first marriage significantly expla ined the difference between 

intaet/ dissolved marriage (X2 = 18.852, P< 0 .001) . 

Rcspondents were asked for information on their migration status, i.e. whether 

they live elsewhere or not after the first place where the family live after the 

time of first marriage with duration of stay for each places . From this m ajority 

of the divorced/ separated women were two or more migrants (53.3 percent) 

than one migrant (45.1 percent) and non migrant (33.6 percent). The chi-square 

test also confirmed a statistically significant difference between these groups 

with dependent variable at (X2 = 26.123, P< 0.001). 

In the investigation of the first place of residence of the family after the time of 

first marriage since the destination is the same, which is Addis Ababa, the 

strcam of union specifi c movement indicntcs that mnjority of thc divorced/ 

separated women were rural-urban migrants (45.1 percent) and the rest were 

urban- urban migrants (40.9 percent). This is statically significant at (X 2 = 

24.984, P< 0.001). 
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4 .2. Differentials and Determinants of First Marital Dissolution 

by Some Demographic Characteristics of the Respondents 

Differentials in first marital dissolution by age at first marriage indicate that 

only 22 .6 percent of divorced or separated women were married for the first 

lime within the ~e g'll age of m arriage (18 ycurs u/lcl u))ovc) unci ()O percent were 

married when they are less than 18 years old (Table 4 .2). The chi-square test 

result indicated the existence of a statistically significant assoc ia tion between 

age at first marriage and first marital dissolution at (X 2 = 84.673, P < 0 .001) . 

Table 4.2 Differentials and Determinants of First Marital Dissolution by some 
Demographic Characteristics of the Respondents. 

Variables X' P-Value 
Intact Disru[!ted 

Age at first marriage 
Les s th;)" I R years 40.2'1., (129) 59.8% (192) 
18 years and above 77.4°/,,(216) 22.6%(63) 84.673 0.000 
Number of living children 
No child 2!.1% (~9 ) 78.8%(108) 

~. - _ . -

1· :2 children 58.9%(156) 41. 1 'Yo ( 109) 118.222 0. 000 
3 and above 80.8%(160) 19.2%(38) 
Duration offirst marriage 
0-4 years 49.3%(210) 50 .7% (216) I 

2),('.11" ~l .!..l _d above _22J" X{ !..l;;LI. 22 . ..'i";" pr) ) 1 .101(,0 0.000 
Age difference with husband 
Husband about the same age or younger 52.8%(132) 47. 2%(11 8) 
Husband less than ten years older 54.9%(11 8) 45.1 %(97) 
Hu sband ten or more years older 70.4%(95) __ 29. 6%(40L . 12 .01 3 0.002 
First Husband's marital experience 
Not married before 60.8%(31 0) 139.2%(200) 1 
MC"Ti e<l "I least once :JR 9%(35) .I () I. I %(5S) 1 I S.OOil 0000 
Pareni:'~ m-dri tal expe~ience 

~ - ... -- -~ .-

in taclmarriage 54.3'1'u (2 J 5) I 45.7%( J 81) I 
I Dissolved marriage 63.7%(130) 1 36.3%(74) 1 4 .902 0.029 

Source: Own Survey data , 20 10 

Table 4 .2 a lso presents the relationship between first marital dissolution and 

number of living children. The percentage distribution of disrupted marriage 

for women with no children was very high about 79 percent as compared to 

those women with one or more ch ildren . And also marital dissolution 

frequencies a ppear to show a declining trend as the number of children 

increases (Table 4. 2) . This s howed a statistically significant association at (X 2 = 

118 .222 , P< 0.001). 
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Bctte r educated woman tha n her husband has a high er rate of marital 

dissolution than a spouse with a be tter educated husband, Table 4 ,3 presents 

differentia ls in first m a rital dissolution with comparative edu cational leve l of 

spouses, It indicates that first marital d issolu tion is higher (66,7 percent) 

among those spouses with the woman is be tter educated than her husband, 

But dissolution of first marriage was lower among s pouscs whcn the man 

(h usband) was better educated tha n hi s wife , The bi-va riate analysis reveals 

tha t this result was s tatis tica lly significant at (X 2 = 44 ,267, P < 0,001), 

Table 4.3 Differentials and determinants of First Marital Dissolution by some 
Socio- economic Characteristics of the Respondents. 

Variables Intact Disrupted Xl P-VaJue 
Highest educational level of the women 
No education 38,5%(94) 6 1.5%(1 50) 
Primary education 65,7%(1 38) 34,3%[72) 65,402 0,000 
Secondary and above 77.4%( 11 3) 22,6%(33) 
Comparative education 
Man better educated 69 ,6%( 183) 30.4%(80) 
Woman bette r educated 27.4%(20) 72,6%(53) 44,267 0,000 
No difference 53,8%(142) 46 ,2(122) 
Comparative work at the time of first 
marriage 
Man working, Woman not working 61.6%(172) 38.4%(107) 
Man working, Woman working 52.8%(11 2) 47 ,2%(100) 8,547 0,036 
Ma n not working, Woman not working 63.4%(45) 36,6%(26) 
Man not working ,Woman working 42 ,1 %(16) 57,9%(22) 
Work status of the woman 
Work ing 52,1%(150) 47,9%(1 38) I 
Not working 62 ,5%1l95) 137,5%(117) 16,650 0,004 
Consent on marriage 
Own consent/ choice 70,5%(198) I 29 ,5%(83) 
Arranged marriage 46,1 %(1 47) 53,9%(172) 36,341 0 ,000 

Source: Own Survey data, 2010 

Female labor force participation is a nothe r socio-economic characteristic whose 

link with first marital dissolution h as received considerable attention in the 

li terature , The relationship between firs t marital d issolution a nd comparative 

work statu s at the start of first m arriage demonstrates tha t, about 57 ,9 percent 

of firs t m a rriages were dissolved if the m a n is not working but the woman is 

working. And first marital dissolution is lower wh en both of them were not 

en gaged in any gainful work at the start of the union ('rab le 4,3) , The chi-

41 



Multicollinearity effect which refers to excessive correlalion with in the predi ctor 

variables, can a lso tested using tolerance and variance inference factor (Garson, 

2009) . Tolerance is 1 - R2 for the regress ion of that independent variable on 

all the other independents, ignoring the dependent (Garson, 2009). There will 

be as many tolerance coefficients as there are independents. The higher the 

in ter correla tion of the independents, the more the tolerance will approach zero. 

VlF' is the variance inflation factor, which is simply the reciprocal of tolerance. 

VIF' >= 4 is an arbitrary but common cut-off criterion for deciding when a given 

independent variable displays "too much" multicollinearity : values above 4 

suggest a multicollinearity problem. In this study multicoll inearity diagnosis 

shows s trong relationship between the predictor variables. Therefore, migration 

statu s of the family and stream of migration within first marriage were excluded 

from further analysis. But the variables excluded from analys is due to 

multicollinearity effect (inter-rela tionship between independent variables) were 

also tes ted their significance effect with the dependent variable (firs t marital 

dissolution due to divorce or separation). The chi-square test shows both 

stream of migration within first marriage and migration status of the family 

after first marriage shows a significance effect at P:::O.OO 1 level. 

The application of logistic regression in this study is based on the dependent 

variable coded with zero if the respondent is still in her first marriage and a 

val ue of one if she is divorced or separated in Addis Ababa. The entre method 

of logi stic regression method was a lso used; scts of thc indcpcndent variables 

tha t were theoretically predict the dependent varia ble were entered in to the 

model. 

The mo(k l fitne ss l:ow8l-ds the data was assessed by considcring a grcater than 

0.05 on the Hosmer a nd Lemeshow goodness of fit test. Based on this the given 

model has the Hosmer and Lemeshow goodness of fit test static= 0.590 , and a 

significant value of Ominibious tests of model coefficients and 0.589 of R2 
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To explore the bas ic demographic and socio-economic determinants of first 

mari tal d issolution, thirteen independent variables were entered into the model. 

Th e results obtained by fitting logistic regression model are presen teci in Table 

4.4. 

4.4.1. Demographic Variables 

The major demographic varia.bles . included in the model are number of 

migration, stream of migration within first marriage, age at first marriage, age 

difference with husband, duration of first marriage and first husband's marital 

experlcnce. 

Number of Migrations of the Family after First Marriage 

The logistic regression analysis s hows that migrations within first marnage 

have a significantly higher risk of first marital dissolution than non migrant 

couples. Changing the place of residence once within first marriage increases 

the odds of first marital dissolution by 2.255 t im es but increases the odds of 

marita l dissolution more than four times if the couples change their place of 

residence two and more than two (two or more migration) with the 

corresponding non migrant family. The relationship is also found to be 

stati ca lly significant at P ~O.Ol(Table 4.4). 

.. Place where the Family Live at the start of First Marriage 

The place, where the family live after the time of first marriage, shows a 

significant effect on first marital dissolution. Families lived in urban area at the 

time of first marriage decreased the risk of first marital di ssolution by 50.4 

pcrcen! lhan those families lived in rural arca. Thc rclationship is also founc! (0 

be statically s ignificant at P ~0.05(Table 4.4). 

Age Difference with Husband 

Age difference between couples was found to be statically significant with first 

m a rita l dissolution. Table 4.4 indicates that th e risk of first marital 

dissolution is significantly lower for a couple with older husband than about 
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Lhe same uge or younger husbands . Of those who married an older husband, 

the age d ifference 10 years or more reduces the risk of divorce by 64 .2 percent 

and less than 10 years age difference reduces thc risk of divorce by 45.2 

percent than th ose married you nger or about th e S8me 8ge husbanrls. The 

result was s ta tica lly s ignifican t at P~0 . 05 level. 

Age at First Marriage 

As in similar studies expla ined m the firs t chapter (Wh ite 1990, South an d 

Spitze, 1986 Ma rtin and Bumpass, 1989 and Reiners 2003), it appears that age 

at first marriage for su rvey respondents were s ign ificantly related to fi rs t 

mari ta l d issolution. And in the a na lys is, it has been found that girls who marry 

(18 years a nd above) decreases the ris k of union dissolu ti on by 74 percent than 

those ma rried early (less tha n 18 years old) . Thi s impl ies that the olrler the age 

at marriage the more stable the u n ion. The correlation coefficient between ages 

at fi rst marriage with fi rs t m arita l dissolution was statistically significant at P 

~O.O 1 (Table 4.4) 

Number o f Living Children 

Because of th e value attach ed to children, infertility is often considered an 

important cause of marriage dissolution in many African population s (Reiners 

2003). This stu dy also supports this idea; having children with in first marriage 

decrease the odds of union dissolution . The number of living chi ldren with in 

first marriage s tatically significant at P~O . O 1 level for one or two children and at 

P~0.05 for more than th ree or more child ren . The presences of one or two 

children in the househ old within first ma rriage decreases mari tal d issolution by 

76.9 percent than ch ildless families . Moreover, those families who have 3 or 

more children within fi rst marriage decrease the risk of marital dissolution by 

90 .1 percent tha n child less fa mily . 

Durat ion of First Marriage 

The re lat ions between duration of first marriage and divorce / separation risk of 

first marriage a re presented in Table 4.4. The result of bi-variate analysis 

showed lha t d ivorce/separation risk of firsl marriage was h ighest for marriages 
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that had lasted up to four years, and it decreased with longe r marital durations 

(Table 4.2). The logistic regression a n alysis also shows th at risk of first marital 

d issolution decreased by 56.7 percent when the couples stayed within first 

marriage beyond four years since marriage than those who stayed in it until 

th eir fourth year of weeding a n n iversary. The re lationship is also found to be 

statically significant at P:::O.Ol. 

Parent's Marital Experience 

The logistic regression analysis of the parent 's marital condition at the time of 

first marriage was not found to be statically s ign ificant. But it indicates that 

parent's of dissolved marriage reduces the odds of first marital dissolution by 

about 37.8 percen t th an parents of in tact marriage. 

First Husband's m arital experience 

The husband's previous mari ta l experience was found to be statistically 

s ignificant to first marital dissolution (P:::O.O l ). Analysis of th is study shows 

that the risk of first marital dissolution was higher when the husband married 

at least once. It increased the risk of first marriage instability by 2 .659 times 

more like ly than those h usbands not married before 
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Table 4.4. Results of logistic regression a n a lys is 

Variables B S. E Exp(BI 
Mig ra t i on status of the familu after first marriage 
No migration( RC) l.00 
One rnigr!,lj?!1 _._-- -. .813 .300 2.255** 
Two or mo re migra tion 1.46 1 .357 4.310** 
Pla ce where the family live at the start of iirs t marriage 

- - - - ---
I ~ll r:t l ( I ~C) I . (){J 

Urban -.70 1 .316 .496' 
Aqe at the time off/rst marriaQe 
Less than 18 years (RCI l. 00 
18 yea rs and a bove -1.1 52 .246 .260** 
Parent's marital experience 
Intact marriage (RC) 1.00 
Dissolved marriage -A75 .260 .622 
Number of living children 
No child (RC) 1.00 
1-2 child ren - 1.467 .3 14 .23 1 *'If 

3 a nd above -2.31 1 .350 .099' 
~ge difference with husband 

Hu s band a bou t the same age or younger(RCI 1.00 
Husba nd less than ten years older -.602 .286 .548' 
H u . ba nd ten or more years older - 1.028 .344 .358' 
First Husband's marital experience 
Not married bc fore(RC) 1.00 
Married a t least once .978 .324 2.659" 
Highest educational leve l of the women 
No education(RC) 1.00 
Pr imar:y educa tion -.783 .278 A57' 
Secondary a nd a bove -1.800 .359 .165'** 
Comparative work at the time offirst marriaQe 
Ma n working, Woma n not working(RC) 1.00 
Man working, Wom a n working 1.2 IO .371 .431 ** 
Man not working, Woman not working -.355 .376 2.650 
Woman working, Ma n not working, .658 .572 A31 
Work s tatus of the woman 
Not working (RC) 1.00 
Working -.858 .319 3.014*'" 
Comparative education 
No diffc rence!Rq 1.00 
Man better educated -.842 .265 A31' 
Woma n be tte r educated .975 .424 2.650" 
Consent on marriage 
Arrang<:.rl_ m~riage!RC) 1.00 -- -
Own consenlL choice - 1.1 52 .246 .3 16*'" 
Duration o[lirst marriage 
0-4 years(RC) 1.00 
5 yea r a nd above - 1.:184 .279 .433** 

consta nt 3.078 .479 21. 722 
Number of cnses 600 
-2Lo2Li l<ch ood 469. 189 

** P:,:O.O I, *P:,:O.05, RC=Reference categories 

47 



that 

rcadin 

know 

enable 

Wo 

The ot 

of mal 

this s 

and 11 

1I1crea· 

indica 

young 

divorc 

I Pre 

Prese 

explai 

of th e 

a lso cd 

the ri1 

other 

relatio 

for th 

Co 

Many 

1997) 

maril 

relati 

• 

t 

• 

4.4.2. Socio-Economic Variables 

The major socio-economic variables included In the model are highest 

educational level of the women, comparative education, consent on marnage, 

work status of the woman and comparative work at the time of first marriage. 

Highest Educational Level of the Women 

The logistic regression result for educational attainment showed a variation In 

the likelihood of marital d issolution between different levels of education . Ta ble 

4.4 clearly indicates that the risk of first marita l dissolution decreases with 

increasing level of education a l attainment. Increasing level of education from no 

education to primary level reduces the risk of first marital dissolution by 54.3 

percent. In the same way, moving from no education to secondary and above 

level of education decreases the risk of first marital dissolution by 83.5 percent. 

And the correlation coefficient for primary level of education was found 

statically significant at p~ 0.05 but for secondary and above level of education it 

was less than or equal to 0.01 level. 

Comparative education 

The comparative educational attainment of the spouses has a significant effect 

on first marital dissolution. The result of logisti c regression analysis presented 

in Table 4.4 clearly indicates that where the wife was bctter educated than the 

husband were about 2.650 times more likely to di ssolve marriage than the 

corresponding couples with no difference in educational attainment and the 

relation was statically s ignificant at P~O . Ol level. However, the odds of first 

marital dissolution decreased by 57.9 percent if the husband was better 

educaled lhan where the couple had similar levels of educational attainment 

and th is result was found to be statically significant at P.s.0.05 level. 

Work Status of the Woman 

Thc work s tatus of the woman was found to be statica lly significant with the 

likelihood of first marital dissolution (Table 4.4). Women who have engaged in 

any gainful work to earn were observed as a lower risk of first marriage 
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due to since most of the respondents were migrants from rural a rea a nd leaving 

their usual place of residence may help them to leave the local ties and a lso 

their unsatisfactory marriage . 

Short durations of marriage related with higher risk of marital 

dissolution 

Marital dissolution is higher with in the first four years after the time of first 

marriage . Different research findings (Becker et al. 1977; White, 1990; Bracher 

et a l 1993 ; Sayer and Bianchi 2000, Wondmiye, 2007) confirm the negative 

relationship between duration of first marriage and marital instability. The 

findi l lg~; of this s tudy also show that majority of first marriagcs wcrc dissolvcd 

within a short period of time (duration). 

Employment of women increases their liberty to dissolve an unhappy 

marriage 

Work status of the woman with in first marriage found with hi gh predictive 

power in explaining marital instability. The logistic regression result shows the 

risk of first marital dissolution were higher among those not working woman 

thnn the working once. The finding thus, showed consistency with other 

studies such as (Rogers and DeBour, 2001; Wondmiye, 2007). This 

relationship between work status of the woman and marital instability may be 

due to the work status of the woman may be changed after family migration 

this may lead them to dissolve the marriage. 

Highest educational level of the woman related to lo wer risk of divorce/ 

separation 

Different researchers (Rose, 1992; Frank and Wildsmith ,2005) show the d irect 

relationship between educational attainment and m a rita l dissolution . But this 

study consistent with (Becker et a l 1977 and South and Spitze, 1986; 

Wonclimye 2007) sh ows that the risk of divorce/ separation is lower among 

those women with highest educational level than non- educated. The possible 
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explanation for this may be according to Becker et a l 1977 more educated 

individuals will be more productive in the househ old or labor market thus 

increasing the gains from marriage and thus its stability . 

Better educated woman than her husband increase marital dissolution 

> 

Educational differences between couples with m fi rst marnage have a 

significant impact on first marital d issolution. From the analysis m ajority of 

th e couples were the husband was better educated than his wife within first 

marriage. And the risk of first marital dissolution, higher with in unions where 

the wife was better edu cated than the husband a nd lower where the husband 

was better educated than hi s wife, th an un ions where the couple had sim il a r 

leve ls of ed u cation a l attainment. 
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probability of marital dissolution is higher for fa milies who li ved in rural area a t 

the start of first marriage than those who lived in urban area. Age at first 

marnage has a s ign ificant a nd negative rclationship with the odds of ma rita l 

dissolUliOll. Havin g children wilh in I'irs\. ll1a r r iu gc decreased th e odd s of first 

marital dissolution. The ris k of marital dissolution is significantly lo\\'cr for a 

couple wit h o lde r' husband tha n a boul the sallIe uge or yuunger husband. 

Husband 's prevIous m a ri ta l expen ence h8S 8 sign ific8nt nnd positive 

relationship with marital d issolution. As the level of respondent's education 

increased th e chance of divorce/sepa ration consistently decreased. Better 

educated wife than her hus band we re highly related to the odds of being 

divorce/separation th a n couples with the same educationa l attainmen t. The 

likelihood of first marriage dissolution is h igher for not working woman than 

those ill the working category. Probability or divorce / separation was higher 

when the husband and wife are engaged in any gainful job than the hus band 

working a nd wom an no t work ing cou ples . Marriage made by own consent and 

choice reduced the odds of marriage dis solution a s compa red to m a rriage 

arranged by parents or relatives . The probability of ma rital dis solution is h igher 

for early duration s than the late durations of marriage. In general, most of the 

independent variables included in the multivariate analysis look like to s how 

thcir impact on th e firs t m a rriage d issolution in the expected direction, a s is 

confirmed in most research works. 

6.2. Conclusion and Recommendation 

This study derives the following conclusion ba scd on thc re s ul ts obta in ed from 

un-variate , bi-variate & multi-variate analysis. Based on this recommendations 

nrc gIven. 

As the number of migration within first marriage increases marital dissolution 

would increase, it is possible to conclude that fam ily migration within first 

ma rriage contributes mu ch to the dissolution of first marriage. Moreover, the 

high rates of mari tal d issolution exis t among migrant families those who live in 

58 



rura l a rea a fter the time of firs t m a rriage. However, th is s tudy li mi ted to show 

only the relationship between family migration and m a rita l dissolution; cau ses 

a nd co nsequ ences of family migration with marita l dis solution were no t 

assessed. Therefore, conducting a research on the causes a nd consequences 

of fa mily migration in relation to marital dissoluti on both in the study area a nd 

in oth e r parts of the country is reco mmended . 

With the increase in the age at en try to first marnage a nd a corresponding 

dec rease to the marita l dissolution, it is possible to conclude th a t delAyin g age 

at first marriage contributes much to the stability of m arriage. Therefore, the 

enhancement of the community awareness towards the impact of young age at 

m arriage (through m ass media like television a nd rad io, stage plays and 

dramas) and empower the youth (building the capacity of youth associations) , 

can have a significant role in increasing the a ge at first marriage and thus in 

bringing down marital dissolution problems . 

Accorciing to the Federal Family Law of Ethiopia or The r~evised Family Code 

(Proclamation 2000), age at firs t m a rri age anci consent in tlI e marriage a re the 

two mos t 'Essentia l Conditions of Marriage'. Marriagc should be with free and 

full consent of the intending spou ses rather than pa rents a nd rela tives 

preferences. Therefore to make the law in effect and to climina te or at lea st 

redu ce t his tradit ion a l value sys tem s imposed o n wo me n , cd ueDting the 

community and parents and creatin g awarc ness towards the la w is essentia l. 
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QUf<:STIONNAIRE 

Section 1 Iio uschoid Roster 

Enumerator: Ask the head l'f thc hou,~ho l d to tc ll you the (name. rel ati onshi p to th~ househo ld. Sex, age, c, 'e r been marri ed. status 
and ird i"o rccd/separated the place di'o rcc! separation takes pl ace) orthe usual rcsi dclll, l'fth~ ho useho ld. 

-
Us ual 

Relationship 
first If divorced! separated 

0 to the head Ever been Eli gib il it, 
" residents Sex Age place of di vorce! 
<U of the married 

marnage 
~ (2) (4) (5) status sepa ration takes place 

--' household (61 I . (9 ) 
• I (:) (7) I (8) 

I.male 
Howold 

I. yes rut a " mark for 
(name of is .... (in 
persons) 

2. 
completed 

2. eligible women 

I fe male 
years) 

no(stop) 

I 

I 
1 
I I 

I 
I 

, I I -

I 

Codes for col umn 2 (Relationship to the head of the household) 0- head J- Husband 2- Wife 3- Daughter 4- Son 
5- Sister 6- Adopted child 7- Other relative 
Codes for column 7 (First marriage status) I. C nrrently married to first husband 2. Divorced to first husband 3. Separated to 
first husband. 4. Widowed to first husband 
El igibility P ut a \ ' mark fo r eligible women - Fo r all eyer married women (e xcludin g wid owhood an d th ose di'·orccd or 
separated outside Addis Ababa). 



husband? 

229 How many of Are all ofthcm I. Yes 
them rai sed at alive? - -.. 2. No (stop) 
yo ur home by 
the time your 
first marriage How many of 
disrupted? them have died? Children 

-
23 0 How many of or those 

them died befo re chi ldren born Children 
your fi rst al ive, how many 
marnage of them are less 
d isru pted? than age 6 and 

are living wi th 
yo u now? 

23 1 When did you r >< Years 
first marriage Months 

, end? 
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