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7

The Prevalence of Plagiarism and its implication to quality of education:
The case of Addis Ababa Univer xz[y

l-\rrig’:‘}",’,;'lf /,[, 1) a,)

The intent of this study was to assess the Prevalence of Plagiarisms and its implication: t
quality of education: The case of Addis Ababa University. Both quantitative and

wilitative data were <()[ ected through questionnaires, interviews and participant’s

ohservers. d sample of eight de partnients was selected randomly among 10 postaradie

studies. A vmz/)/“ of 163 s[m/uz[s participated from 483 postgraduate students of regular
and extension program; besides 9 instructors were interviewed. The data were analyzed
using Percentages, means and standard deviation. The findings reveal that internet
plagiarisms and plagiarisms due poor understanding of in text citation, [)ur iphrasing
and referencing prevail most due to /'7["}’[”> wal plagiarism act of pressure to succeed and

j . paraphrasing and ./”/’,";’/"JU'_';""’ :

mechanisms  to identify the

unintentional act of poor understan

conventions. Further, absence of vivid
authenticity of students work across the selected (/:);751/‘[)719/1/\' show that there is a loosen
ant-plagiarism movements in the departments. Therefore, this study suggests different
recommendations and the main ones are departments and institutes should prepare
common explicit simple examples of correct text acknowledgements conventions that
could be put on the course outlines of each courses/modules: the nation higher
educations should have a hub data base and software’s that could help in

i1 ail. " 4 1oy IO NN > . po o
Cross the nation to check their students work with others prior work, student’s paper
! 7,

:
aave (o be guic led to

1.7 '
new issues and coniem porary prootems oj (2

es

sociely to minimize r ’pL ':atlc/m and scrabbliz 1g on similar arena.
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Chapter One

1.1 Background of the Study

Plagiarism is a theft of someone’s creativity, ideas or language; something that strikes at
very heart of academic life (Williams, 2002). The problem ranged from the wholesale
copying of entire papers to copying here and there (Hansen, 2003). This academic
misconduct also includes using other people words and ideas as if they were ones own »

without acknowledging the source (Park, 2004).

The issue of academic honesty and respect of intellectual property are areas of
considerable concern to tertiary higher educations worldwide (Marshall & Garry, 2003).
Further more, Alschuler and Blimling (1995 citied in Fark, 2004) belief that there is
mounting evidence that student cheating in general and plagiarisms in particular are
becoming more common and more widespread across nations. However: in the presence
of such misconduct which is increasing at an alarming rate ye many hizgher educations do
not have explicit rules on academic and scientific dishonesty. As a result, those who

ractice the misconducts would never punish (Pupovac Vanja, Bilic Lidija and Petrovecki
p ) y

Maden., 2008).

In the interim, various authors propose several variables that aggravate student’s theft
such as response to increasing assessment work over load, not understanding of

referencing conventions, difficulty of assessment tasks. deliberate attempt to deceive

V

markers, and peers pressure (Wilkinson, 2009). The malpractice of plagiarism as

phenomenon is not a new, but given temptation of

SIANT IR Ay 5 YT LD oo T
casily accessible elecironic resources

1

in recent times, made it much easier for students to cut and paste texts casily (Williams,




)

002). Moreover, Beanett (2005 cttied in Wilkins ', 2009) noted that plactarism is not
only related to certain varia! oles; but the probabil lity ﬂu%nts would plagiarize could also
linked with peer influence and ethical position, fear of failure or penalties if caught, and
the intensity of higher educations anti-plagiarism activities. According to Hinman
Lawrence speech who was director of Values [nstitute at the University San Diego (citied
in Hansen, 2003) pointed out that trust is fundamental to social, political and cconomic
fabric of any wcuuoful socicty. However, academic dishonesty is a prevalent issue that
faces all higher educations across the board that should often regard with a strong outrage
by academics (Marshall and Garry, 2005). Thus. this research is tried o assess
prevalence ‘of plagiarisms and its implication to quality of education: the case of Addis
Ababa University.

1.2 Statement of the Problem

rent studies have been conducted in OVerseas on plagiarism under d diverse titles like:

staff and s students perceptions on plagiarism and che ating (Wilkinson, 2009); how well do

students really understand plagiarism? (Marshall and Gary, 2005): the plagiarism
problem: are students entirely to blame? (Williams, 2002). Further, there Wwas a research
that integrates policy, preparation and prevention: proactive minimization of sty dent
plagiarism by Devlin (20006). Even tnovm the above various different countries studies
revealed the seriousness of the problem there was nota research in Ethiopia yet that puts
focus generally on plagiarism activity and particul- wrly on its prevalence and factors.
Therefore, it scems that higher educations of Ethiopia and st akeholders on cducation

S deaba oy la st [EVALCNCE acroes meafimm . swary bt 1rhy oty s
SeCtor inconsiderats plagiarisms prevalence across ng N3, even thoush s

studies revealed it is g threat of developing and developed natjons, Chus, this research




tired to assess the prevalence of plagiarisins and tts implication to quality of education:
the case of ;\\‘I<-,li:; Ababa University.
1.3 Basic Research Question
This study tried to answer the following basic questions
1. To what extent are various plagiarisms prevailed among the selected

departments?
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of plagiarism among postgraduate

students in the selected departments?

(SPRY

To what extent the misuse of internet created a chance to plagiarize?

4. What mechanisms are used by the selected departments to identify and deal with
plagiarism?

5. Tolwhat extent do plagiarism becomes a threat to the quality of education in the
selected departments?

1.4 Objectives of the study

The major objective of this research was to assess the prevalence of plagiarisms and its

implication to quality of education: the case of Addis Ababa University. More

specifically this study intends to:

1. describe the extent of the plagiarism prevalence across the selected

departments and institutes;

2. list out vartous the factors that contributes to the incidences of plagiarism in
the selected programs;

5. identify mechanisms used to deter plagiarisms in the sclected departments;

4. investigate the offence/consequences of the programs on plagiarists;




5. describe the level of plagiarism threat to the quality of education in the
selected programs.

e

1.5 Significance of the Study
The findings of this study forwarded remarkable points about prevalence of plagiarisms
and factors that affect in selected departments of Addis Ababa University. Further,
conclusions and recommendatiods drawn from this study are useful for higher education
institutions and concerned stakeholders. Moreover, the research findings can be used as
steeping point for other researchers, instructors to extend the study.

. 1.6 Delimitation of the study
The study was descriptive to determine the prevalence of plagiarisms and its implication
to quality of education. Thus, study did not attempt to find the proportion of plagiarized
students from the total participants of postgraduate students due to lack of clear cut point

to measure plagiarism, further the issue is critical, sensitive, and more of personal and

+
even it could be offensive for participants. This study is also delimited in one of
pioneering higher education of Ethiopia, Addis Ababa University *Sidst Kilo> campus
due to time, money and other constraints.
1.7 Limitation of the Study

E

The study did not attempt to evaluate selected sample theses plagiarism intensity due to
absence of software that scrutinize. Thus, the study is limited to assess prevalence’s and
factors plagiarism respect to participant’s responses. Further, to maximum level of

attempt the researcher did not find research results on plagiarism that show the existing

situation in the context of Ethiopia to supplement the study by Ethiopians researches

1S,

journals or articles.




Chapter Two
Review of Related Literature
This chapter discusses the following anchoring topics that help to put the theoretical
background for the study these include: definitions of plagiarism by different authors and
APA style of writing, incidences of plagiarism and its prevalence in higher education,
and the factors that influence students to plagiarize. At last, this chapter funncled by the
school of thoughts on text authorship.

2.1 Definitions of Plagiarism

According to Carroll and Park (2003 citied in Marshall and Garry, 2005) considered the

vord Plagiarism as a term which is ¢xposed to various interpretations definitions since it

consists of wide concept. Thus, according to Marsh (2007) plagiarism could be

influenced by culture, professions, disciplinary and prejudices stand, as a result;
plagiarism often shifted with respect to the above points, so the meaning of plagiarism
varies among scholars and practitioners including across disciplines Therefore, let us look

plagiarism definitions by different authors or writers and APA respectively.
2.1.1 Authors Definition of Plagiarism

According ‘to Fialkoff (1993, citied in Park, 2003) used the term plagiarism to depict

>

taking of someone ideas or words recardless of common knowledge. Moreover, the

Fialkoff stand to the definition of plagiarism adopted by the Association of American

¢

Historians, who further explicitly put it as not only the misuse of others writings but also

limited borrowing, without due acknowledgement of text convention, of another’s

stgntficant research findings, hypothests, theories or interpretations.




ith respect to students, the activity plagiarism could be defined as: unacknowledged usce
of someone else’s work, usually in coursework, and passing it off as if it were one’s own.

Moreover, this academic malpractice could inculcate a theft of words or ideas, beyond

normally regarded as general knowledge (Park, 2004).

The term plmmm»m as complex that could be defined in various interpretive contexts to
satisty all situations since the mlsu)nduu 18 not only associated with culture and
economic world but also inculcate intc'n:;ivcly personal notations ot intellectual politics as
well. As a result; there is no universal and inclusive definition of plagiarism but the four
possible common definitions would be: -
I. .Taking and use of another person’s thoughts, writings, and invention as
one’s own (Australian Concise Oxford Dictionary).
2. Taking and use (the thoughts, writings, inventions etc) of another person
as ong’s own. (2) Pass off the thoughts etc of another person as one’s own
(L.plagiarius Kidnapper) (Concise Oxford Dictionary)

Inappropriate use of ideas, passage, etc from another work or

[0%)

another).From Latin plngi:lrus' plundered, from plagium kidnapping
(Collins dictionary of the English language).

4. Steal and pass off the ideas or words of another as one’s own: use
4anothcr‘ production without crediting the source; to commit literary theft:
present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing
source Webster’s online dictionary (Southerland-Smith, 2008:73).

Generally; Marsh considered plagiarists as user, thief, or borrower, stzaler; plagiarism as

Kidnapping of literary content or materi ctely possessed by someone else

(Marsh, 200




2.1.2 APA Definition of Plagiarism

The 6 cdition of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association

remarked that academic writine solicits giving due acknowledgement to prior theories,

ideas or assumptions that influenced the writer’s or researcher’s outcome. Thus,. if

authors fulfilled text referencine

o

citation and paraphrasing conventions there would not
be any plagiarism. If rescarchers or authors didn’t put in to consideration creditin
plag

g
o

£

sources there could be plagiarizing of other works and their work too (APA, 2010)

Thus, this publication manual belief plagiarism happened when researchers/authors

presents ideas, concepts or words of others as their own, as result this academic writing
guideline belief that if authors modcl a study after one done by someone else, the
originating author should be given credit. Moreover; a plagiarist could also plagiarize
himself /herself that could be called self plagiarism, such kind of plagiarism committed
when the author neglect to consider acknowledging their prior work that influenced thsir

new one and when they disclosed for readers their new work is totally original in the

presence of their prior work influence (APA, 2010).

From the above various definitions it is possible to deduce that plagiarism is complex,
contextual, subjective, culture and disci
2.2 Prevalence of plagiarism in higher education

tudents plagiarize in the following four many ways:-

w2

I, Stealing material from another source and passing it off as their own, ¢.o
(1) Buying a paper from a research service .essay bank or term

paper mill {either pre-written or specially written)

/




by Copying a whole paper rom a source text without proper

acknowledgement,
(¢) Submitting another student’s work, with or without that
student’s knowledge (¢.g. by copying a computer disk )

2. Submitting a paper writtén by someone else (e.g. a peer or relative) and

passing it otf as their own.

(OS]

Copying sections of material from one or more source texts, supplying
proper documentation (including the full reference) but leaving out
.quotation marks, thus giving the impression that material has been
paraphrased rather than directly quoted.
4. Paraphrasing material from one or more source texts without supplying

appropriate documentation (Whiloit, 1994 Brand and Howard, 2002

citied in Park, 2003, Pp. 475)
Thus, a Wilkinson study remarked that cheating, plagiarism and other torms of academic
misconduct are significant issues in higher education (Wilkinson, 2009). Moreover, a
study made in our country under the title of academic dishonesty in the selected faculties
of Education, Business and Economics both in Addis Ababa and Jimma universities,
reflected that the faculties’ staff member’s perceived academic dishonesty is rampant in
their department (Tefera & Kinde, 2009). A study made overseas students on dealing
with plagiarism delineated that students attempt.to plagiarize or doing plagiarism is
increasing due to the presence of _opportuniti:s and pressure to do so (park, 2004).

Generally, a huge volume of literature by Desruisseaux (1999, citied in Williams, 2002

& )
/%)

on the subject of plagiarism revealed plagiarism in the higher education scctor appears to




be as not new phenomenon; its incidence has grown in scale to the point where it is

almost of epidemic proportions.

Holistically, an international evidence review from US/ A, South Africa and Finland by
Park (2003, citied in Delvlin, 2006) suggested that plagiarism by students is becoming
both  more common and more widespread, although there are variations among

disciplines, countries and undergraduate and postgraduate students.

Thus, according to Alschur and Bliming (1995, citied in Park, 2003) on speech of

epidemic cheating provoked that students cheating generally and plagiarism particularly
is propagating more and spreading widely. Finally, academic malpractice prevalence is

increasing across developing and developed countries (Eckistein, 2003). Furthermore,

this academic dishonesty occurs in the university or college academic world that could

D
put the higher educations quality in jeopardy. The public could also claim on the
academic excellence of the higher educations, especially on those with inconsiderate
p‘aommtlc-actmty Moreover; this malpractice could cripple the eputations of higher

educations (Southerland-Smith, 2008)

2.3 Factors that influence students to plagiarize

WL P RO . (R (R S _ v ks, pesa @ W 56 o .
tudents could plagiarize in to two ways, these could be purposefully and knowingly,

o

which is called intentional plagiarism and this malpractice done by those students who

i\ LT LLLD

are prepared and organized to mislead their teacher to get underserved marks or orades

thus it is a deliberate act of literary theft (Park, 2003)

[n the thipside, according to Whilst Mills (1994, citied in Park .2003) there are  students

LNETS arg b A ELE O B § By

who may get themselves plagiarizing unintentionally due to their poor undersianding of




text citation ,paraphrasing and reterencing convention when they refer others original
work (Park, 2003). Theretore, students mostly ignore or allow plagiarism due to lack of
knowledge, advent of technologies that makes plagiarism easy to commit or lack of
consequence (Bilic-Zulle et al., 2008).In connection to this the following factors are
identitied.
2.3.1 Incompetence of in text acknowledgement conventions

The chapters how to avoid plagiarism belief reading for research purpose solicit
reviewing diversified source of information, therefore the students writing should provide
clo\sc':lttcnt‘ion to presents the diverse sources of information meaningfully for evaluation
(Marsh, 2008).Thus, according to (White, 2004 citied in Pecorari, 2010) on a discussion
of a citer motivation studies, point out. the decision to cite should be made to the benefits

of the research and the researcher.

However, according to (Stevens, 1987 Davis et al., 1992, Love and Simons, 1998 and
Straw, 2002 citied in Park, 2003) student’s incompetence of text citation, paraphrasing

and referencing of text source acknowledgement could mislead students to plagiariz

unintentionally when they have vague concept on common knowledge.

The chapter on learning to write from sources perceived plagiarism as a dishonest act; if
someons wants to escape not to be called plagiarist should absentee from academic

property. However, it is unimaginable since all academic writing, from term paper or

Lol il

thesis to research article, needs to review other sources, therstore, academic writes that

>
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bothers not to be called plagiarist could not runaway from

ustng other academician work,
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wstead they have to acquire the skill and competence ol text acknowleduement

conventions (Pecorart, 2010). Thus, the incompetence of student’s citation could be




related with incapability to explicitly ciarity the author’s words trom their own concept

or words (Lipson, 2008)

Thus, to prevent students from plagiarism activity and to make the research worth

N

effective according to Belcher study (1994 .citied in Pecorari ,2010) on student-advisor
relationships that used interview with three PhD students, recommended that there should
be collaboration between students and advisors especially in the way that engage advisors
tully. Since, advisors response and comments to students written materials is pertinent
not only as a gate keepers of their academic disciplines but also they could overview their
\;t‘,ldp‘l’}[:s writing respect to their disciplines colleagues or members standards.

Finally, plagiarism incidence among students is highly related with variable of
incompetence of text acknowledgement convention (Hansen, 2003).Even though, there
are recommendations for students to acknowledge the source regardless of the work
authenticities, its existence in the ?)H.")“ip‘ dqmiin, and consent of the author to use it
(Lipson, 2008).

2.3.2 Advent and appeal of Internet

Plagiarizing is not surprising phenomena, but its incidences aggravated du

S
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uncountable web electronic resources that provide opportunity for student to cut and past

text as their own (Williams, 2002).Since in the past this malpractice demands stud

cnts o

spend their time looking dusty library books to find material to copy and retype it

(Hansen, 2003).

Thus, the advent of internet made the cxpert’s to believe plagiarism became easier to

commit (Hansen, 2003). Further, according to Ashworth and Bunaister (1997, citied in




Cark, 2003) witnessed aigital plagiarism intrusion spread out simultancously with
innovations various products of technologies, afterwards the academic sectors globally
faced hazard on ostensibly academic writing. Since these technological innovations made
the students to access a jlngc variety of digital sources, including full-text CD-ROM

databases and electronic journals on the internet casily setting in their home through out

the seven days hours.

Generally, according to Park (2003, citied in Southerland-Smith, 2008) plagiarism
became a mounting issue on the sector of education through out the world due to the
acccs.s of technology. Moreover; accolrding to Laphtorp and Fross, et al. (2001) citied in
Southerland-Smith (2008) urged that the materials from websites could casily accessed
via one prevalent effective search engines called google.com. Thus, according to Stevens
(1987), Davis-et al. (1992), Love and Simons (1998) and Straw (2002, citied in park,
2003), the access and the opportunity of various websites and web search engines
facilitated copy and paste. Even though many critics urge that internet facilitated
plagiarism, a pre-internet era studies also found high incidences of plagiarism (Hansen,
2003).

2.3.3 Competitiveness and Poor time Management of students

According to Aue and Krupar (2001), Whiteman and Gordeon (2001) Straw 2002) citied
g p ) :

si Pawles DH02N fand-t. I . S, [
i Park ,2003) looking for good ¢rades anc

this malpractice is matter of to be or not to be; since their teachers give grades based on

their achievement rather than their effort.

A thick descriptive case study that made on student who was tkine second-linouace

Y11
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progress writing on a business course told to Curric in 1998, the student worked




diligently in the carly weeks of the course to raise the level of her writing assigaments,

but she was at real risk of not receiving the grade she deserves to stay in the program. As
result, she taught a layout to cope with the challenge, afterwards she involved in patch

writing plagiarism type. From then on her teacher’s feedback was more positive

(Pecorari, 2010).

In addition to competition among students for ‘A’ and GPA, according to the Joint
Systems Committee (2002, citied in Williams, 2002) raised the following factors
irrespective of students ability; pressure to plagiarize could emerge because of variety
inﬂuv;nccs. These include poor time management skills a problem of often exacerbatad
due to part-time work or care for children; an ability to cope with workload due to class
timetables and the corresponding assessment task. Therefore; according to Silverman
(2002, citied in Park, 2003), remarked that student’s poor time management and busy life
schedule could force them to involve in the malpractice.
. Proficiency of English

Campbell (1990, citied in Pecorari, 2010) empirical research that tried to answer the
question: are non-native speakers of English more likely to plagiarize than native

eakers? conducted an experimental investigation into the source use strategies between
NESs (Native English Speakers) and NNSEs (Nohe Native English Speakers) students,
thlb the study found that there was a difference between these groups on their writing as
a result Campbell concluded that English lang

e proficiency was the cause of the

difference regardless of their cultural differences.

[n addition to the above main tactors Davis & Ludvieson, (1993, citied in park, 2004
S L t

found that the absence of rules and regulations of institute’s could encourage students to




plagiarize if there is a lincate rule or no means to caught students. Further, Howard (ZOQQ,
citicd in Williams, 2002) belicves that if pedagogy employed by the teachers would not
fit to the contémporary circumstance; students would give less value the opportunity of
learning in the class and mrght alienated to plagiarize for assignments. Moreover; some

time teachers give unauthentic assignments by expecting authenticities writing solely

from students which could be paradox.

[n similar perspective, other study of ‘Ashworth and Bannister (1997, citied in Williams
,2002) found that students could be forced to plagiarize in addition to internal or external

factors due to plagues in universities, since students felt alienated from teachers staff

because they demeanor and not contact them.

2.3.5 Students misunderstanding on the malpractice
A journal of college student development by M.Scanlon and R.Neumann between July
and June (20()2, citied in Hansen, 2003) conducted a study under the title of internet
plagiarism among college students found that nearly 90% of college students strongly
view major acts of plagiarism as l'methicval. However; surprisingly other study on
different students revealed that student’s awareness of the malpractice as a form of
dishonest behavior, did not yet prevent the students from engaging in plagiarism
,especially when they have a tight deadline or too much work to do and not enough time

(Bilic-Zulle et al., 2008)

Thus, many educators consider most students don’t understand what pla

glarism is or

don’t deem it as serious cheating (Hansen, 2003). This assumption is more supportad and

reflected by a study tinding of academic plagiarism in Europe on tour studies arcas




revealed more than three quarters of students would not report plagiarismy to their
instructors, morcover; some students feel plagiarizing as not a big deal and also others do

not want to uncover and report the malpractice, when they witnessed plagiarized students

gaining undeserved marks (Bilic-Zulle et al., 2008)

A study of Flowerdew and Lin (2007, citied in Pecorari, 2010) that is considered as one
of one of a blue print study; had interview with PhD students across four disciplines by

examining simultaneously their writing. The study participants played active role in

D

academic discourse among their communities. Moreover, they had also rescarch articles
either published or accepted for publication. Astonishingly; the study finding disclosed

that these professional students considered textual plagiarism as appropriate and

important.

Finally, according to (Maramark and Maline, 1993 bramble and Stevenson-Clarke etal

*s

1

,2006 citied in Wilkinson ,2009) have witnessed several discussion made around
tearoom, corridor, and office discussions different reasons were claimed including failure
to understand what 1s or confusion over differing expectations, a response to increasing

_—— QI - 3 b+ oh SAQ 131 + = 2 7 osisas ™ -
assessment workload, or in minority cases, deliberate attempt to deceive markers. These
dead dare intentions are reflected in the literature with a number of authors reporting the
ranze of factors and reasons behind student misconduct. In addition to poor

understanding referencing conventions, difficulty of assessments tasks, peer pressurs and

equivocal message from teaching staff.




Reasons to plagiarize either intentional or unintentional might emanate from various
complex factors but the above ones were major driving factors; thus this study tried to
assess the deuree rate of the above and others driving factors.

2.4 School of thoughts on text authorship

r

According to Weodon and Groak et al. (Citied in Marshall and Garry, 2005) academic
honesty and respect of intellectual property are areas of considerable concern in higher
education across nations. However, Carroll (2002 citied in Marshall and Garry, 2005)
remarked that all higher education institutions didn’t provide similar definition of
pl:tgi:.lrism, The meaning of plagiarism varies across higher educations in many cases

respect to various disciplines, contexts, and expectation what is meant by common

knowledge, institutional regulations, and professional codes of ethics.

Moreover; a study survey among different higher educations revealed plagiarism policies
in Britain, the United States and Australia universities indicated that they had close
agreement as to how to define the act, but they gave little indication of how the
definitions should be applied, and provide no guideline for teacher or disciplinary board
how to use to determine whether a specific text meets the definition or not (Pecorari,

2010).

In the presence of the concern regarding to the definitional difference and implementation
gaps on the rules of plagiarism and plagiarist in higher education institutiops‘
individualism believes that individuals are entitled to protect themselves and the products
of their labor Under this school of thought, the individual has a right to decide how his

physical body and the product of his labor will be used. Thus, authors would posscs a




right of attributions of authorship, right not to have a falsely attributed and aright of

integrity according to the Australian copyright moral rights legislation (Southerland
Smith, 2008). Morcover; intellectual property delineated explicitly in the contemporary
world as monopoly right granted to individual authors for the transformative work

performed in the production of literary and other textual materials (Marsh, 2007).

[n the flipside, other school of thought by Egalton (1983) and Flow (2000) citied in
Southerland-Smith (2008) was that romantic notation of the author is dead argued
allowing control or ownership over language as in granting property or copyright and

ownership: is’ complete nonsense since language can not be brought and sold by

individuals.

This school of taught urge to examine how writing occurs and typical and what frames
the written product. Thus, this school of thought belief that authors/writers would not
shut themselves from the world of p@li[issw culture, social, environmental and economics
forces and they could not produced their maéter pieces with no input of any other human
resources or technologies (Southerland-Smith, 2008). Moreover; this school of thought
supported thci:r perspectives by remarking writing process is frustrating and interrupted
frequently, as a result the gap could give writers a chance to mest friends, colleagues,

classmates, families, supervising bodics or alternative in puts from technolo es, thus
< S

writers would be influenced by events, sounds, images, words and thoughts of otl
Thus, according to romantic notation it would be paradox to consider the last product of

writing as individual outcome which was highly influenced with social interactions

(Southerland-Smith, 2008). However, Park (2004) suggested turning blind to student

o0

plagiarism is not appropriate response for a variety of reasons, including fairness




students who do not plagiarize, preserving the academic ciedibility and reputation of the

higher education institutions, promoting both the theory and the practice of academic

integrity amongst all staff and students, fostering a sense of responsibility amongst

students and promoting good study skills and independent learning.

[n the presence of romantic notation school of thought argument; the contemporary

higher educations solicit appropriate text acknowledgement on academic writing not only

. 3  ° . . X .
when writers use others work but also their prior texts or ideas.




Chapter Three
3. The Research Design and Methodology
This chapter discusses the designs and methods of the study including sampling
techniques, instruments and pgoccdufcs of data collection, and methods of data analysis
of the study.

3.1.1 The research design
A descriptive analysis has employed at times covert approach were deployed to show
how individuals and business companies developed prewritten and especially written
papcr.:s.

3.1.2 Methods of the study
The main intent of this study was to assess the prevalence of plagiarism and its
implication to quality of education: -thc case of Addis Ababa University. Thus, to attain
the objectives of the study mixed methods were used to maintain clarity of the
information obtained; Addis Ababa university *Sidist Kilo’ campus has been chosen as
the research site because the researcher personal witnessed and heard different incidences
of plagiarism in the study area. Moreover, the selected study site is prominent and

potential higher education of the nation in conducting postgraduate studies.

Postgraduate students, instructors, dean, directors of colleges and institutss were

participated in the study; all the postgraduate students that participated in the interview
% 1

were those engaged in doing their theses. Moreover; the study considered organizations

hat made business by selling prewritten and specially written papers for undergraduate

and postgraduate students.




3.1.4 Sampling Technique

According to the Addis Ababa University registrar statistics 2011/12 academic year

enrollment record there are six institutes, three schools, two colleges that give different

master programs. Thus, the research is conducted in randomly selected two institutes and
Y

two colleges.
The selected two colleges were College Social Science and Humanities and College of

Education and Behavioral Studies .and the selected institutes were I[nstitutes

of
Psychology and Institute of Educational Research.
Tublc’ L: Selected programs populations and sample
Selected Selected Programs ’opiul;xtions of | Sample of"!‘
Colleges/ the Programs the study ]‘
[nstitutes Participant |
College of social | Social Anthropology 43 14 l
Science and |
Humanitizs
College of | Curriculum and Instruction 28 12
Education  and ["Vfeasurement and Evaluation 40 18
Behavioral -~
Studies Adult and Life long learning a2 17 '
Institute ~ of | Educational Research and | 71 28 ¥,_N,;
Educational Development/program evaluation
Research ;
[nstitute of | counseling Psychology 76 27
Psychology Developmental Psychology 70 23
Social Psychology ' N 24

Total ] 483 | 163




o

3.1.5 Sample size
Generally, eight programs were included in the study, thus the postgraduate students that
participated in the interview in responding questionnaires represent 33.7% of the total
population of 483 students. Ina addition to the student’s seven instructors and four
. . . ' . - . . - - .
individuals that make money by selling prewritten and especially written participated in
the study.

Table 2: Background information of postgraduate students that participated; n=163

Programs M ale Female
" |Regular *fow" I

Extension T 79 10

Year [ 86 4

Year Il and above 66 7

3.2 Data Collection Instruments

In this study questionnaires and interviews were used simultaneously as methods of data
collection. To this end, covert participant observations were used as one mechanisms of
data gathering tool.

3.2.1 Questionnaire

Structured and semi structured self administered questionnaire used as principal tool to
collect data frém postgraduate students. The questionnaire was organized in open ended
and close ended approach. The first part after the general information considered

different types of plagiarism prevalence’s. The second part attemipted to instill items that
Yi plag t |

analyze factors that could be driving forces to plagiarism. In the interim there were itercs




that assess the institutes or the department’s rules and regulations towards plagiarism and
the malpractice threat level.
2.2 Interview

[nterviews were used as principal tools of data gathering from instructors; while for the
group of postgraduate students interviews were used in order to ensure the reliability of
the information gathered by questionnaire and to give further chance for participant to
explain their experience and point view with out limitation. The interview questions used
for instructors and postgraduate students were unstructured questions that encourages

participant to disclose plagiarism factors and incidences in the Addis Ababa universi

,—
(o

and in their respective department. | mtl wermore, the interview comprised questions that
tried to get information on the department’s commitments to detect and combat
plagiarism. Finally, there was interview question that claim the effect of plagiarism on
academic quality.
3 Covert participant observations
There are arguments to develop stringent ethical research guidelines since some ethical

matters of research are debatable (Louis Cohen, Lawrence Manion and Keith Morrison.,

2005). Further, Mitchell (1993, citied in Louis etal.,, 2003) belief researchers would
decide to use eithsr over or covert research approach based on participants behaviors.

Thus, T preferred covert participant observation approach on those individuals and

company who provide especially and pre written papers for customers to eliminate

prescribed responses and found protound information.




3.3 Data Analysis Procedure

3.3.1 Quantitative Data Analysis
For the analysis of the data, mean and percentages were mainly employed using SPSS
16.0. Besides, standard deviations were used to obscrvc plagiarism prevalence witness
and driving factors of plagiarism.

3.3.2 Qualitative Data Analysis
Qualitative data analysis is carried out to analyze the data collected via unstructured
interview; thus a response that obtained from open-ended items is treated qualitatively in
the way that :A‘Lclincatcs the respondent perspective towards the issue. The interviewse

reply that held with postgraduate students and instructors analyzed qualitatively in a

i

theme. Further, a finding from cover participant’s observer is presented under different

anonymous names for the sake of research ethics.




Chapter Four

Data Analysis and Interpretations

This chapter presents the analysis and interpretation of the data collected from
postgraduate svtudcnts and idstructors through questionnaires and interviews. The first
part of this chapter presents quantitative data analysis and interpretations obtained from
questionnaires responses of postgraduate students while the second section presents the
qualitative data analysis and interpretations from interviews responses of instructors and
postgraduate students. To this end, covert participant observation findings are presented
from individuals and company that provide ;‘)f:writtcn and especially written papers.

4.1 Quantitative Data Analysis and Interpretations

The following items that depicted in each tables below were used to explore various
plagiarisms prevalence’s, so participants of students were solicited to put different
plagiarisms that they witnessed in to different scores and these were 5= Always,
4iFrequent_1y, 3=sometimes, 2=Rare, 1=Not at all."

Plagiarism Prevalence of using internet

Table 3: plagiarism prevalence of using internet

Item 1.1 How often have you seen postgraduate students of your department
submitting Papers for assignment that complied and copied from internet as their

original work

Responses
Not at|Rare | Sometime | Frequently | Always | Total |
all S ,
l
o 5 7 ' ; sk vak | 2 vee | 163 |
3.6% S.0% [ 47.2% S0.1% { 6.1% ! 163 J

T

Mceanand SD | 1718 | SD = })724}




From participant ot cight department’s postgraduates students 6.1% have witnessed
always when postgraduate students submitting papers that entirely copied and compiled
from internet; while 30.1% observed internet plagiarism frequently and the remaining
47.2% came across with such kind of plagiarism sometimes. Finally, the mean score
(X =3.1718) shows that postgraduate .studénts of the selected departments witnessed
internet plagiarism prevalence’s sometimes with variability of among their response to
the average of 0.97243. Additionally, Stevens (1987), Davis ct al. (1992), Love and
Simons (1998) and Straw (2002, citied in park ,2003) belict the access and the
oppoftunity of various websites and web search engines facilitated copy and paste type of
plagiarism. Moreover; according to park (2003, citied in Southerland-Smith, 2008)
plagiarism became a mounting issue on the sector of education through out the world due
to the access of technology.
Plagiarism Prevalence of using others work

Table 4: plagiarism prevalence of using others work

[tem 1.2 How often have you seen postgraduate students of your department
reusing a submitted proposal/term papers/thesis of other senior students
Responses
| Not at | Rare Sometimes | Frequently | Always i Total |
| 1 1
:1“ | i
. | S i i
) 3 2~
23.9% | 20.2% 34.4% | 19.6% 1.8% | 192 ;
g e s s PO, — — | 4
S ene « Q ey = = B Q — 1 C 7~ i
Mean and SD K =551 SD= [.11196 |
e J

L5




Table 4 indicates that 32.6%, 20.2% and 23.9% study participants of postgraduate

at all respectively for incidence

students selected sometimes, rare and not at ¢ [ e they observed

among postgraduates students when they use senior students work

»
Table 5: plagiarism preyalence of using others work
[tem 1.3 How often have you scen postgraduate students of your department
reusing their organization and other organization project papers as their own
original work?
@ ® Responses
Not at | Rare | Sometimes | Frequently | Always | Total
all
325 163
Dtsed )
22.1% - 29.4% 14.1% 1.8%
% | )
Meanand SD | ¥ =7 4110 SD= 1.04071
®
Table 5 shows that 29.4%, 32.3% and 22.1% selected sometimes, none and not at all
respectively to the plagiarism they witnessed when postgraduate students use their
organization and other organization term papers as their own
®
B

P




Cable 6: plagiarism prevalence of buying papers

[tem 1.6 How often have you scen postgraduate students of your department
buying a complete piece of work for term papers/proposals/thesis?

. .
| Nesponsces

®
= R I a
| Notat | Rare Sometimes | Frequently | Always | Total
‘ |
i |
| all 5
L ' S . S,
| N o/ | LY Y4 AD B o/ | 20 163
| 30.7% | 20.2% 20.47%0 20.9% i 1.8% -
Meanand /13 | = | SD= 2097 ]
Mean and SD | X =2.4294 | SD= 1.18097
] Table 6 indicates that 26.4%, 20.2% and 30.7% choice sometimes, none and not at all
respectively for what they observed for a plagiarism that could be committed by buying a
complete of works. Generally, the above different possible questions were used to find
out prevalence of plagiarisms of using others works different possible questions were
included; thus the mecan scores of the above various plagiarisms that committed using
3 ‘ )

works shows that using a submitted proposal/térm papers/thesis of other senior students

prevail relatively high.




\

Plagiarism Prevalence due to poor understanding of in text citation and
referencing convention
Table 7: plagiarism prevalence due to their poor understanding of text citation and

referencing convention

N

[tem 1.4 How often have you seen postgraduate students of your department
copying other work due to their poor understanding of text citation and

referencing convention?

Responses
| Notat | Rare | Sometimes Frequently Always | Total |
all
2.9% | 201 172% 30.1% | 18.4% | 193
Mean and SD | ¥ :3,1963“ SD= 1.31871 -

Table 7 indicates that the study participants of postgraduate students across the eight
departments that observed and selected sometimes, rare and not at all were 17.2%,
21.5%and 12.9% respectively for the plagiarism that could be caused due to poor

understanding of text conventions. Furthermore, plagiarism incidences are highly related

with variable of incompetence of text acknowledgement convention (Hansen, 2003).




Lable 8: plagiarism prevalence with intention of deceiving

[tem 1.5 How often have you seen postgraduate students of vour department
compiling difterent texts/ideas trom various books and submit it as their own
original work to deceive marks?

& e T e —— e NN
Responses
Notat | Rare | Sometimes | Frequently F\l\\'uys Total
all \
i = —— — — I ..... S E— ==
12.9% | 8.0% 37.4% 24.5% I> 17.2% | 163
| - SN (S, S
Mean and SD | X =39515 . SD= 1.21383
. »
Table 8 indicates that compiling of different texts/ideas with intention to deceive their
instructors have been observed by participants of the eight departments with percentages
0f 37.4%, 8% and 12.9% as sometimes, rare and not at all respectively.
» " 2 2 . "
[ntentional and Unintentional Plagiarism Factors
Intentional Plagiarism
Students could plagiarize purposefully and knowingly, which is called intentional
plagiarism and this malpractice done by those students who are prepared and organized to
.

mislead their teacher to get underserved marks or grades, thus it is a deliberate act of

literary theft (Park, 2003). Thus, the following items were used to explore various
intentional p

lagiarisms factors, so the participants were solicited to put different

plagiarisms factors in to different scores and these were >= Very high, 4=High,

¢ i 3=Average, 2=Low, 1=Very low.




Due to poor time Management and Competitiveness

Table 9: Plagiarism due to poor time management and pressure to succeed

tem 2.1 In your opinion plagiarists rostoraduate students of your departments
3 S f g
l; who nlaciarize intentional due to Poor time management are
|
|
E,_g. ——— T i EE=— R RS = e N SU—
g | Responses
| | .
1 i
= e - S N
\. | Very | Low 1 /‘n% | High Very | Total
‘ ! ] ‘. ‘ |
i i Low | | } tlich ‘
1 , , | | { X |
: 1 ‘ | ‘ ‘ |
| (R N SN W S
{ i 14.7% | 10.4% | 19.0% | 36.2% ] 19.6% (163 }
o 1 N _— |
| = e = = 5 S
{ Mean and SD | X=3.3558 SD= 131319 1
—— l i

[tem 2.2 In your opinion plagiarists postgraduate students of your departmentﬂ

|

who plagiarize intentional due to Pressure to succeed are '

[ - Trr—— S B ) —
\c>pon>c>
. Very Low Average \ High ~ | Very | Total
Low High
6.1 \ 0 | 24 59 5 90 26 R0/ A
o 7.4% 1 24.5% 25.2% | 36.8% | 163
o | !
L\x[can and SD | X =3.7914 \ SD= 1.19388
I i e .
The approximate mean calculation show that pressures to suc ed is a high and poor time

managsment is an average factor; Additionally, Aue and Krupar (2001), Straw (2002),

Whiteman and Gordeon (2001 citied in park.2003) looking for good grades and GPA

1s matter of to be or not to be

could make students to plagiarize since this malpractice

|
Lol




Table 10: Plagiarism due to lack of intercst and wrm papers difficulty and tight due date

submission

[tem 2.3 In your opinion plagiarisms intentional due to lack of interest to the

course are ’
T Responses o -
| Very | Low ﬁrrl»‘\vsmgc High Very | Total
Low Higch

i

|

4 )
25.2% 20.2%] 423% | 6.7% | 5.5%|163

Mean and SD X =2 4724 SD=1.10729 F

" 1
[tem 2.4 [n your opinion plagiarisms due to term papers difficulty and tight

due date submission are

Responses
Very Low | Average | High | Very | Total
Low High

9.2% | 16.0% 24.5% | 42.9% | 7.4% | 163
Mean and SD X =32331 SD= 1.0975

(OS]

Table 10 indicates that 12.2% of postgraduate students select it as very high and high

factor when 50.3% selected term papers difticulty and tight due date submission. The

mean calculation in the above table show that lack of interest is low ftactor while term

papers difficultics and tight due date submissions was an average factor in the selected

departments.




Due to absence of Mechanisms to identify authenticity student’s work
Table 11: Plagiarism due to belief they will not be caught and instructor’s reluctance to

act on the misconduct

® i (tem 2.6 In your opinion plilgiari;{{ls intentional due to belief they will not ‘
be caught? ] |

5 Responses JI

| Very Low Average Hiéilﬁw Very | Total |

¢
v

|
| ‘
Low k i High i 1

6.1% | 9.2%

o |
o0
s
=
S®)]
o |
2
=]
=
S
!
e
o
o~
©)
¥

Mean and SD

;
| X=3.6319 |SD=1.16512
|

Item 2.7 In your opinion plagiarisms intentional due to instructor’s |

reluctance to act on the misconduct are

Responses
®
! Very Low | Average High Very Total
Low High
o 5 86 | c 3
13.5% | 9.2% 33.7% | 18.4% | 252% | 163
Mean and SD X =3.3252 '
‘ | SD=1.31414
@ ‘ ]
Table 11 approximate mean calculation indicates that plagiarist beliet they will not be
caught 1s a high factor, while instructor’s reluctance or ignorance to act on the
misconduct is an average factor. Thus, this signify there is no vivid and inclusive
é mechanism that could be applied across the selected departments and this could

encourage plagiarism to prevail; Davis & Ludvigson, (1995 citied in park ,2004)




proposed absence of rules and reguintions of kigher ¢ducations could encourage students
to plagiarize if there is a lincate rule or no means to caught students

Due to Internet Temptation

Table 12: Plagiarism due to internet temptations

)

[tem 2.5 In your opinion plagiarisms intentional due to internet

temptations are

Responses

Very | Low Average | High Very Total

30.7% | 163

|
|
Low ] High
|
49% | 11.0% | 27.0% 36.4%1

Mean and SD X =3.66%7 SD= 1.16564

Table 12 approximately statistical mean calculation shows that internet temptation is high
factor; further it is selected by 57.1% of postgraduate students as very high and high
factor; thus internet temptation is a ‘second intentional factors that could be aggravated
due to uncountable web electronic resources that provide opportunity for student to cut

and past text as their own (Williams, 2002).

Finally, the statistical mean calculations for intentional plagiarism factors depict that
pressure to succeed is major driving factor followed by internet temptations and belief

Ci

they will not be caught subsequently. Thus, pressure to succeed is a leading intentional

plagiarism factor across the selectec departments.




Unintentional Plagiarism Factors
According to Whilst Mills (1994, citied in Park ,2003) there are students who may get
themselves plagiarizing unintentionally due to their poor understanding of text citation

.paraphrasing and referencing convention when they refer others orivinal work and others
< S te) >

w
factors (Park, 2003). Thus, the following items were used to explore various
unintentional plagiarisms factors, so the participants were solicited to put different
plagiarisms factors in to different scores and these were 5= Very high, 4=High,
3=Average, 2=Low, 1=Very low.
L4 . Due to poor understanding of in text conventions acknowledgement
Table 13: Plagiarism due to in text citation incompetence
| Item 3.1 In your opinion plagiarisms unintentional due to poor
understanding of text citation, paraphrasing and referencing conventions
are
®
% Responses
Very | Low Average | High | Very Total
Low High
6.1% | 16.6% | 21.5%|221%| 33.7%|163 |
¢ Meanand SD | ¥ =3 6074 | SD=127384 |
@& .




Table 14: Postgraduate response on conventionality differences and challenges

U3
(%]
(4]

<
=
G
<

[tem 6: Do you lace challenges that force you to ignore text in text

| citation, paraphrasing and referencing conventions?

. == Sree——
Responses Yes No
Percentages | 37.4%(61) 62.6% (102)
Table 13 indicates the approximate mean calculation for unintentional plagiarisms due to
® poor , understanding of text citation, paraphrasing and referencing conventions is
considered by participants as a hich. Moreover, in table 14 37.4% of participants
postgraduate student’s listed out the following challenges that force them to ignore text
citation, paraphrasing and referencing conventions
+ Insufficient kll()\y'l:aige how to cite
L J . . — ’
+  Conventionality differences among instructors
» Difficulty to cite others saying
»=  How to put reference in a double citation and credibility of
references
. *  Low level of awareness on how to cite
* Not being sure which type of citation is a standard one
* Language and amount citations
*  Difficulty in ftinding the full sources like author name and
year
L] &

= Lack of interest to know

= Poor prior cducational back on the filed they study




%

Lack of knowledge on how to cite from different sources
Thus, incompetence of in text citation, paraphrasing and referencing convention s one of
major driving unintentional factor since, plagiarism incidences are highly related with
variable of incompetence of text acknowledgement convention (Hansen, 2003).
Due to confusions and contradictions among their course instructors
in text citation, paraphrasing and -rci'crcncing conventions

[able 13: Plagiarism due to confusions in text citation conventions among instructors

[tem 3.2 I[n your opinion plagiarisms unintentional due to confusions and
contradictions among courses instructors in text citation, paraphrasing

and referencing conventions

Responses

Very | Low Average | High _Vcry Total

Low High

6.7% | 13.4% 36.8% | 23.9% 14.1% | 103

Méan and SD

|
Il
(O8]
N
O
9]
(W)

SD=1.10643

Table 15 indicates that the approximate mean calculation shows that unintentional

plagiarism due to confusions and contradictions among courses instructors in text

citation, paraphrasing and referencing conventions is an average factor.




Due to absence of notifications va thy Plagiarisms

[able 16: Plagiarism due to absence of tormative feed backs from instructors

| ltem 3.3 In your opinion plagiarists postgraduate students of your

\

departments who plagiarizes unintentional due to absence of formative feed

fa=)

backs from instructors

[ Responses

| Very Low Average High | Very Total

| |

% | Low | High

| | 2
: 1.8% | 12.3% 23.9% | 25.2% | 36.8% | 163

| - S ). Y. e SRy,
NMe P— — i

’ Mean and SD X =3.89%) % SD=1.11441 }

Table 17: course instructor’s/advisor’s dedications

[tem 6 Do you think your course instructors or advisors are ready and

| dedicated to show text citation, paraphrasing and referencing

o
i |
conventions?
esponses Yes No
!
Percentages 44.8%(73) 55.2% (90) ;
; _

The above table 17 shows that 55.2% participants of postgraduate students think their

»

instructor’s or advisor’s are undedicated to show in text citation, paraphrasing and

referencing conventions; further table 16 mean calculation shows that participants of

postgraduate students considered absence of formative feed backs from insiructors as

high unintentional plagiarism factor.




Due to poor English Proficiency
Table 18: Plagiarism due to poor English protficiency

[tem 3.4 In your opinion plagiarists postgraduate students of your

departments who plagiarizes unintentional due to poor English

proficiency are

‘Responses
Very Low Average High" j <Vury Total |
Low High
» - / r_ o I ~ o 2
| 25% | LL7% | 30.1%| 29.4% | 264% 163
1 1 -
Mean and SD ¥ =3 6564 SD = 1.06794

Table 18 approximate mean calculation shows that plagiarisms that caused due to poor
English proficiency considered as high factor by participants of postgraduate students in

the selected departments.

Generally, the mean calculation of the postgraduate students for unintentional plagiarism
indicate that absence of formative feed backs from instructors how to cite ,paraphrase and
reference text source is a leading factor.

.
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4,1Qualitative Data Analysis and Interpretation
The data found from interview responses of instructors and postgraduate student’s
participants is collected by taking note. To this end, findings from covert participant

observer are presented. The questions deployed for the interview of instructors and

postgraduate students were similar




Instructors Reply

The interview response of the participant instructor’s is presented under anonymous

names after their background information and all the interviewed instructors were males

Table 19: background information of interviewed instructors, n=7

Academic Professional ranks

qualifications : |

PhD. | 6 Ass}stzmt Professor | 4
’ Professor 2
MA |1 Assistant Professor 1 o

Prevalence of plagiarism
I'he first question used for all participants to solicit the prevalence of plagiarism in their
departments, [Code Inst Soc Anthro ] got amazed the coincidence red-handed plagiarist
student with the day appointment that matched with interview issue, and then this
instructor puts the prevalence of plag'iarism as “It is a serious issue that faces my department

more than once every year, even though the extent differs among postgraduate students”

Moreover; [Code Inst Soc Anthro ] remarked that prevalence and extent of the plagiarism
in larger context and said that “it is a problem that now a day encounter every department
of the Addis Ababa University, holistically the nation at large.”

Similarly; other interviewed [Code Inst Soc Anthro] strongly remarked that

Yes, | strongly belicve plagiarism is prevailing for sure, regardless of the

difference among postgraduate students on the extent or proportion to be




plagiarized, some graduate students pick ideas others copy the whole sentence
although others plagiarize duc to their poor text citation.

In similar fashion [Code Inst Co Edu] replied that
Students copy paragraph, sentences and phrases without due acknowledgment
from undergraduate to postgrnﬂuatc students including our instructors too; we

arc tired of earning bad repetitions to get degree this academic dishonest is

rampant across a board not only in Addis Ababa university it is occurring
through out the world like a disease you find people doing this academic
dishonest across a board professors, lecturers.
[n the similar state [Code Inst Edu Reser] described the prevalence of plagiarism among
postgraduate as follow
[n master students these days [ speculate the incidence ,even | couldn’t
pinpoint, [ suspect a quite a.number of plagiarism since we don’t have the
opportunity and access to look the work of other departments and institutes
students work since these work might sleep in the departments and [ hear from
advisor a quite number of incidences frequently students choose exhausted

titles like ¢ quality of education in ‘Arada’ or ‘Kolfe’ sub cities such kind of

practice is not only occurs among masters students but also among PhD

® students they repeat topics with minor and simple changes of titles I don’t
know why we scrabble similar issue where there are new number of issues
sometimes you know it is a Kind of fashion and people tend to graph similar
topic again and again.

In the flip side two interviewees [Code Inst Soc] and [Code Dean Inst] believe it is

. ‘ difticult to pin point out plagiarism is prevailing as far as there is no mechanism that help

oS




structors to identity the malpractice; their perspective is presented subsequently and
independently as tollow.

[Code Inst Soc]

As far as there is no vivid mechanism that allows the instructors to scrutinize it

]
ts difficult to put with intuition; calming questions on defiance and
inconsistency of parts of the paper students plagiarized, since the students
have not caught red-handed like the western world culture that force all the
students to submit not for their advisor but for the examiner centre that
scrutinize their work using software and data base available.
® .
[Code Dean Inst]
[ can not say simply plagiarism is prevailing among postgraduate students
even though we do suspect and see it on students paper since our suspicion
did not supported with scrutiny mechanism .it is difficult to be ascertain on the
issue.
-
However, [Code Inst curr] put the prevalence of plagiarisms as epidemic invading
the Ethiopian higher education across the board.
Factors to plagiarize
Interviewed participants instructors were asked the driving forces and their responses are
L J
presented in the following themes
Absence of mechanisms
[Code Inst Soc] belief absence vivid mechanisms to identify plagiarized paper and replied
that
™ [n the presence of no mechanism that allows all instructors of their department

could use it to uncover a plagiaristic postgraduate students like a software or
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data base of prior work that allows advisors for cross checking yet instructors
suspension on the inconsistency on the parts of the students theses could be
plagiarized one is a meaningless and students have aright to claim.

Further, [Code Inst Soc Anthro] also believe the factors that contribute for the incidence

® % .
of plagiarism among postgraduate students could be
Lack of stringent evaluation related on issue of students admission since some
students join the department without entrance exam if they came from other
higher educations and sponsored by the government, while others self
sponsored students join the department with entrance exam, as result
- ;
departinent couldn’t identify prior educational background of those students
that came from higher education to be lecturer.
Poor understanding in text citation conventions
[Code Inst Co Soc] mentioned poor understanding of plagiarisms as factor and said that
“Confusion that prevail among postgraduate students whether they strictly follow the
&
APA citation brotucols” This factor mentioned by [Code Inst Soc] too and said that “I
believe ignorance of text citation convention; lack of understanding the research process;
incompetence to incorporate reviews in their work”. Further, [Code Instr Edu Reser] also
considered -poor understanding of in text citation.as major driving factor and said that
El
“Most of the time lack of citation they don’t properly cite they took sentence and chunk of
paragraph you can easily identify such kind of incidences once if you are experienced instructor”
Prior Educational Background
[Code Inst Co Edu] put the driving forces behind this malpractice as follow
o In capacity [ with tone of seriousness, by scratching the forchead]

people do this when they are incapable of generating their own

idea duc to bad background, bad training, bad couching, bad




teaching of students; instructors who looked large sum of money

tfrom NGO’s do this malpractice in quick fix by picking ideas from

here and there, which could be finical incapacity generally it is

resulted due to academic incapacity.
[Code Inst Soc] also said that

[ncompetence to incorporate reviews in their work; lack of

awarencss about plagiarism carly in high schools like western

academic; surprisingly one day when [ was teaching extension

postgraduate students no onec wasn’t even know the term

plagiarism properly.
Additionally, [Code Inst Co Soc] said that “a plagiarists postgraduate students lack
competence of developing coherent paragraph.”

Internet temptation

[Code Dean [nst ] believe the main reason could be looking for good grades in addition
to the availability of electronics materials and said that “The availability of electronics
material like internet source could appeal students to plagiarize” .However, [Code Inst Curr ]
did not put the access and availability of internet and electronics technology as major
cause and he said “it could be facilitator”; believe that “Plagiarizing is directly related with
state of mind; if someone considers it as stealing; since theft is bad no one could be easily

influenced with temptation and access of the internet.”

In similar perspective anonymous director of the college interviewee looked internet and

electronics media as means, but with surprising smile added that “Posteraduate students

could use sources books and previous theses too as sources™ .In the tone that seemed similar

scenario with above professor reply; other participant at rank ot PhD looked electronic
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media as major contributor for plagiarism as interviewee “internet like ocean any one can
pick something from any where.”
[Code Inst Co Eduj who was director anonymous college belicf could Internet tempt
postgraduate students to plagiarize, but this interviewee remarked that there should be
honest and suiél

They have to be genuine, they should not use it in grant, for sure there could

be tempting, but students have to guard themselves for instance ! in my case ¢

well known researcher from abroad who ﬁi)und my work online that doesn’t

consist page number solicitcd( me the page number through email look there

are people who are honest, but others could may use this work with

unmentioned page number.
The remaining interviewees considered there could be a possibility to temp postgraduate
students to plagiarize; however the responsibility lies on individual student but these
participants disclosed they frequently face when students taking sentence and paragraphs
inappropriately, thus [Code Instr Edu Reser] said that

Well in the case of modern technology it is a matter of abuse or use if students

toil them much there could be possibility of extracting resourceful documents

like UNCIEF and other internr‘ntional organization and journal but the problem

s using it properly; we instructors don’t check let me tell vou plagiarism is

graduate

ethical concept the individual might not caught red handed every

students have ethical responsibility if you were my students [ wouldn’t tell you

to refine.

[n addition to the above main factors different factors were forwarded by participants

likewise [Code [nst Curr] also mentioned the following factors




Laziness to get benefit without hard work; absence of system that fights against
to plagiarism ;indirect social approval which means when your friend
plagiarize you don’t hate him/her your friendship continues well internet could
give opportunity because it has a lot of resource but those are intended for
learning

Moreover; [Code Inst Curr] related students plagiarisms with the society prior and

contemporary culture and said that
You_ know there is a problem of culture of talking storics that found by
somebody else as yours own it is one form of idea theft that is why the world
is now filled with corrupters you find this problem in academic area as
academic corruption people are not angry or offensive, even they don’t show
any facial expression change when they heard such kind of theft even when
professors plagiarizing, [ remember in the old days when you have friend that
stole something you wouldn’t continue your friendship with him but now days
peopls and don’t want to lose their friendship with stealers people don’t
offended when they witnessed academic corruption we don’t have strong rules
on plagiarism strong sanction on plagiarism the entire education system is
busy in giving license for degree.

. The Department’s mechanisms to identify the authenticity of students

work

For the question claimed on the mechanisms used by the departments to identify and deal
with plagiarism, [Code Inst Soc Anthro] from the selected departments said that
Mostly the instructors use their intuition, once they suspect the thesis is a

plagiarized one ,the advisors/examiners look intensively the consistency each

part of the paper, because frequently a plagiarized paper parts didn’t much




completely, since some parts imight secems joiner writer writing while the other
completely presented as senior professional work.

5

[Code Dean I[nst] replied that his department staff uses analogy approach of the above
when they suspect their student’s paper is unauthentic or a copy of prior course or other
senior students the teachers ask their colleagues door to door. In similar spectrum [Code
[nst Co Edu] replied that

1t is easier for me to scrutinize freely outside candidates instcad of being

examiner to an individual Collcuguo who is doing PhD dissertation; [ felt it is

good sometimes to be rough any wziys like as said early if there is a smell of

plagiarism on the students thesis the advisors and the examiners would give

nly a passing mark for the paper; inhabit it from being available for public
zxss-umption‘

[Code Inst Co Soc] also include that

[ frequently force individual presentation of students for the assignments; I
_belief the departments instructors would use their means to detect; moreover
regarding to any assignments I have prior notification plagiarism is illegal and
theft; the staffs that assignedA as examiners and advisors when smell a portion
and part of the thesis has inconsistency would raise a question on defiance;
even if the students presentation seems quite perfect; so it could be difficult to
caught red handed but it is possible to speculate.

The Departments rules on plagiarisms

For the question raised on the department’s particular rules on plagiarisms; [Code Inst Co

Edu] who was a director of one of the selected college remarked the availability of rules

regulations in senate legislations but not particularly across departments; and said that




“we suffer trom not full practicing the ruies across departments that could be also
incompetence”.
[Code Inst Curr] said that

may be there could be rules and regulations in the senate legislation but the

departments did not have their own rules so they have to cascade which mean

the departments could contextually and they could prepare students hand

book in fact the departments are not such serious on the case since they are

filled with staffs that pass with this malpractice [ don’t know about the past

but [ can conclude the present generations are influenced by their preceded.
Moreover; [Code [nst Co Soc] who was a director from the selected college didn’t want
to hid the department have no rules and regulations, however this interviewee remarked
that “senate legislation would be used as bench mark to deal once a plagiarized paper and
plagiarist found; also the department has a committee that would pass the last decision on the
malpractice.”
[Code Instr Edu Reser] remarked that there are rules on plagiarism iike other academic
dishonest in senate legislation but this interviewee said that he didn’t notice rules across
departments. Generally, the absence of rules and regulations across departments
particularly. is also claimed by other instructors that participate in the study.
Plagiarism level of threat in the selected departments
All the interviewee that found in different academic rank and academic qualifications;
considered plagiarism as a threat for the quality of education in their respected

departments
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Thus, [Code Inst Co Soc| remarked that
Yes there are number of incidences that 1 face frequently; regardless of
consistency comments on students work to acknowledge and paraphrase,
substantiate properly, generally it is a threat for the quality, integrity of
“education not only for Addis Ababa University but also for the nation.
[n similar stand [Code Inst Co Edu] said that
Yes, it is a threat [ have wi.tncsscd large number of students at masters and
PhD level plagiarizing, even [ found plagiarized pages when | amm asked to
review papers for publishing so it is already became a threat for academic
excellence integrity since it is case a cross a board of departments and
institute therefore faculties and we are all accountable for the loss of
academic integrity and this could eroded the reputation of institutes and give
a bad image.
[Code Inst‘CurrJ further believe that plagiarism is growing ever worse; became a clear
danger for the quality of education.in the interviewee department. In similar scenario
[Code Inst Soc Anthro] it is a threat of a nétion said that “look since lecturer of different

higher educations got red-handed plagiarizing on defiance.”

Additionally, the issue treats level supported by [Code Instr Edu Reser] and said that “yes
it is a threat due to ego of individuals and not working to their level of caliber it is a threat to
institutes, research and original work at large it is a problem to nation everything is repetition it’s
useless”

Interviewed Instructor’s Plagiarism Witness
o The following plagiarisms witnesses are selected trom participants interviews; the

incidences are presented to achieve the public right to know about plagiarism intensity
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and all the WL LaGives are tea-ianded CLLU_511L SLCNATIOs diw tiie LHILCL VICWESS WILLILES dig
presented with all consideration of research-ethics; as a result some of the interviewee
voice like years, place and titles presented in encrypted and fictions form.

[Code Instr Edu Reser] witness:

. Personally some [x years] back [ published an article on Journal this article

presented in conference by me at [z place |; [ y years] back anonymous article
submitted to me for review and publication I started re ading the article line by
line the writer very meticulously very smartly snatch sentences and paragraph
in the way | produced; the writer did not made any attempt to change
everything was similar even the methodology and the analysis and evear part of
journal except some modification of the title.
[Code Inst Curr] witness: for the sake of research ethics the department and title dcpict'ed
in the interviewee voice are fictions
advise my students to give correct citation and force them to ch: nge if they
came with ideas that don’t belong to them there are number of cases in our W
department one day one of postgraduate student submitted a thesis under a title
of ¢ the effect of Engineering to education’ this title was approved by the
department due to e\puctatl'on the title variables would be related properly I
e was examiner to this and this pos.tgradu:tte student came with wonderful
writing how engineering would affect the economics, social, egional and
national development all the variables used by this candidate doesn’t belong
toml.ly education I asked the advisor why he/she let the advisee to do this but
he/she couldn’t reply to my question I told for W department if this paper

L would be programmed for defiance [ will expose the postgraduate student and 1

will tell the entire truth for the audicnce this \muld not be good for the student




and for W department then the department decided to call the student
fortunately the candidate admitted the copy this was extreme case of
plagiarism that entirely copy material from someone and other location.
[Code Inst Curr] verbatim plagiarism witness

I remember one day when the conference broke for tea some people were
giving strong comments on the issue of the conference but some one was
listening attentively and said nothing but when we gather back for discussion
the person who was listening attentively the strong comment on tea break
raised the hand and started to speaks all the strong comments we had during
the tea break as ones own idea.

Participants suggested solutions to tackle the challenge

The following possible recommendations were forwarded by the informants for the

question I claimed how to tackle the challenge.

[Code Dean Inst] suggested that “the department’s discrepancy to threat and deal with the
malpractice must coincide with senate legislation; in addition to developing strong research
methodology that hinders unintentional plagiarism”
[Code Inst Co Soc] suggested the following subsequent solutions to tackle the problem
1. Producing guidelines how develop a M.A/PhD thesis or desertion; 2. criteria
how to evaluate students defiance; 3.acquating students with the rules and
regulation; 4.producing a clear guideline on duties and responsibilities of
advisors; because frequently advisors they don’t looks intensively their
students thesis and they don’t develop it together everything as far as research
is process; S.the number of students that assigned for instructors has to

considers the advisors tight schedules.
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[Code Inst Soc] who perceived it is ditticult to conclude whether plagiarism is prevailing

among postgraduate students put the following recommendations
[ don’t want to blame totally postgraduate in the presence of lineate instructors
and advisors that disrespect their advisees instead of teaching them proper
citation ;further students should get appropriate lesson to develop their poor
English proficiency; additionally a lesson how to incorporate and develop their
review ;finally advisors should stop treating all their advisee with indifference.

[Code Inst Co Edu] forwarded the following solutions to tackle the challenge
[ believe three things have to be done, first assigning manageable number of
advisee for advisors, second a technology has to be implemented that scan
whether the submitted soft copy thesis or assignment is plagiarized or not ,at
last the staff have to be capacitate with training how to read rigorously and
critically students work.

[Code Instr Edu I

u

Reser] who caught his own paper copied by someone suggested the
following solutions
Departments have to produced theses abstract ...you know abstract it few
sentences on a page And compiled it channeled across departments these
would help them to identify easily their students work could be similar or not
with previous works, second departments have to encourage students to come
up with new agenda and interfere in students title selection even though it is
im;.)ormnt to let students, finally departments have to act immediately before
it became ‘20 h'AL NAA M1 ™V ATLL1077.

[Code Inst Curr] who caught plagiarized thesis and witnessed verbatim plagiarism

torwarded the following solution




[ often argued education could influence culture therefore it is possible to

reverse this culture through education and we have to change the way we

offer education people should not educated for money educating people have

to be making them respon.siblc and concern for other, their world and

environment you know ‘haram’ (forbidden) so it is possible to reverse the

problem after millions years I am kidding [short laughing] like [ told you it is

possible reveres the problem in one generation by making it as “U4-2"’; you

know “U¢&9” mean something totally forbidden by vyour state of mind

always if every part of responsible society participate I know it is challenging

we should not gave up at least it is possible to mitigate to level of loosen.

Postgraduate Students Reply

Six postgraduate students participated. in the interview based on their consent; moreover
to make the interview profound and worth effective all the informants were students who
were doing their theses. The responses of the interviewees are presented under themes. in
similar fashion of instructor’s interviews analysis. The interviewed instructor’s response
is presented with codes after their background information and all the interviewed

postgraduate students were males.

Table 20: Background information of interviewed postgraduate student’s; n=6

Sex Program
Male Female Regular Extension
5 1 4 2




Plagiarism Prevalence in the selected Departments
The question deployed for this theme was raised with intention to know plagiarisms
prevalence’s among postgraduate students.
[Code Soc Psy Posg] who was recommended by his fellow friends for the interview due
to his humble and honesty behavior believe plagiaﬁsm is prevailing among postgraduate
students said that
Huuh! It is prevailing highly among postgraduate students; even | frequently
observe my peers taking parts of sentence from books and producing as their
. own; sometimes | witnessed when postgraduate students took the whole part
of other works; so I observed such activity many times.
[Code Coun Psy Posg] said that “I believe plagiarism is there among postgraduate students and
it spreading since most of the courses that given are more of theoretical and when students get to
practical like researches there could be a possibility to’ plagiarize.” Moreover, another [Code
Measu Eva Posg] belief plagiarism is prevailing put their personal observation on the
issue as follow
For instance I personally witnessed different incidences always even though it
is difficult to speak in a detail the incidence with figure Students would take
one.or two words from other thesis put it in their paper I personally witnessed
such kind of practice in prior works title and area I'm doing; I observed
similarity in different theses starting from their introduction parts.
[Code Adu Life Rese Posg]
Okay with current situation 1 heard about the situation .I heard first about
plagiarism on media that on'c'ofthe European politician plagiarism incidences

even though it is difficult to conclude generally among postgraduate students |

i
(5]




personally observe and witnessed different incidences so it is possible to say it
is prevailing.
[Code Edu Rese]

Personally I believe plagiarism incidence is prevailing more in mini course

£ : i
assignments researches like in modular course also [ personally observed a
complete carbon copy of different articles submitting for instructors in the case
ol thesis students could copy review literatures so even though it is difficult to
conclude all postgraduate students would plagiarizes but is possible to speculate
its prevalence among students.
& ,
[Code Dev Psy Posg]
Personally I see frequently postgraduate students in the library copying
sentence and paragraphs from thesis directly without any acknowledgement [
don’t think so all of them are doing these for assignment purposes so I belief
plagiarism is prevailing more among postgraduate students.
. . . . ~
Thus, instructor and postgraduate interview response of the
Factors for Plagiarisms
All the interviewees of postgraduate students that participated belief plagiarism is
certainly prevailing across postgraduate; thus participants were solicited to list out the
L4 ; - 04 »
factors that drive plagiarist to plagiarize.
Poor understanding in text citation conventions
[Code Adu Lite Rese Posg] listed out the following factor
[t is know that plagiarism is illegal and wrong but you have academic freedom
e or right to use anyone work if you acknowledge the sources properly but you

sce students copying some one work due to their poor time management,

stress to finish on time and poor understanding of text acknowledgement.




Reluctance of instructors
[Code Dev PSy Posg] said “Personally I believe the following factor is a driving force
teachers did not read their students work in depth; third students lack the knowledge how to write
research papers.” Additionally, [Code Soc Psy POSQ] said that “For me [ link it with grade
and carelessness of advisors; in addition to low emphasis given to teach on research ethics
[disfigure face], low research budget allocation could also another pushy factor.”
Prior Educational Background
[Code Coun Psy Posg] listed out driving factors one of it was postgraduate student’s
incompetence to write research papers
[Code Edu Rese] remarked that
First research has to started from lower level second most of the course that
given are theoretical third there is no commi.tment from students and some time
students use the whole informa'tion simple by downloading from internet.
® [Code Measu Eva Posg] factors are presented subsequently and independently as follow
Okay cause that could be pushy in my belief would be 1. Awareness issue plus
students sign at one of the front pages of these the work as their original one
so to get this recognition 2. Resource scarcity if resources especially recent
books are available I can see easily their original work instead of copying
from others 3. Being careless simply taking readymade things from thesis
sometimes [ witnessed authors and books name on reference section of
student’s thesis but these books are not available in the library catalog.
Internet temptation
All of the interviewed participants believe that internet is a good source for different

articles, journals and papers; thus the vast resources available on line gave opportunity

tor plagiarists posteraduate students to manipulate the resource according to their desire;
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the interviewees disclosed they frequémly observed when posteraduate students using
internet inappropriately. [Code Dev Psy Posg| said that “different materials are available
online in a way that could easily be copied and pasted for instance anyone could get e-books,
journals and articles easily .I think that is why 1 frequently heard instructors discouraging using
internet sources highly for assignments”
Additionally, another [Code Coun Psy Posg] said that
You know there are huge numbers of sources available on the internet and I
observed frequently students snatching sentences from online source since it is
difficult for their instructors to detect so plagiarist students prefer to take text
from internet rather than hard copy books because their instructor could get

them if they took from hard copies.

The Department’s mechanisms to identify the authenticity of students
work

All the interviewees that participated in the study replied in similar fashion that seemed
like echo voice that their departments and institutes have no vivid mechanisms that
applied by their instructors to identify and deal with plagiarism, especially [Code Measu
Eva Posg] interviewee responded that |
I personally do not believe there would be mechanism that departments would
use to identify students frequently said instructors even they don’t look your
assignment and surprisingly instructors could might not even read completely
essay what you wrote on exam so from my experience I didn’t face from our
department that aware us what would happen if they found us plagiarizing.
Interview response of the instructors and postgraduate students sigzifies that the selected

departments lack mechanisms to identify the authenticity of students work.




The Departments rules on plagiarisms
A question was claimed with intention to investigate the availability rules and regulations
across their departments and to explore the student’s awareness on the rules
[Code Coun Psy Posg] said that
Me [ did not see any rules I do not face any rules for instance that prevent
student from plagiarizing however when you give your literature your advisor
could comment you to cite properly even though there would be difference
among advisors.
Five postgraduate students hesitates the availability of rules and regulations across their
departments; [Code Dev Psy Posg] said that “personally [ never come across or read and told
by my department the rules that forbids students from copying ;even though there could be rules

at the institute levels and in the senate legislation”

Plagiarisms level of threat in the selected departments

[Code Soc Psy Posg] and [Code Dev Psy Posg] believe that plagiarism is a huge thréat
for the quality of education not only for departments but also for the nation; however

[Code Coun Psy Posg] remarked that

You know I personally I do not face such kind of incidence so it is difficult for
me to conclude plagiarism as threat for quality of education it is difficult for
me to suggest it demands severe treatment but [ hear different incidences from
my classmate.

Except the above two interviewees other all participants gave emphasis the threat of

plagiarism for the quality of education and their voice is presented subsequently as follow




[Code Mcasu Fva Posg] said that “it is a big hreat, T have read “different research for

assignment to evaluate different papers I witnessed plagiarism even in published papers fclearing

throat}; so it is huge treat for quality of education”

[Code Edu Rese]
Yes it is a threat since the action is crime once you took someone work and
present as yours moreover things couid be cone repeatedly new things would
may not touched so it reduces creativity and differeat aew problems will may
not get solutions.

[Codg Adu Life Rese Posg] said that
| hesd an incerview that held with Addis Ababa university presiden: on this
and others issues the president said that the university is now implementing
different approach on the university system...and scon the university would
might invitees external examiners from abroad on different papers but {
belief plagiarism is an issue of nation if there is a possibility ten plagiarized
papers from four thousards students thesis [ belief it is a threat for quality of
education since ten papers wasted the resource of the country.

‘Interviewed postgraduate student’s plagiarisms witness

[Code Soc Psy Posg]
By L'hc way plagiarizing some on2 work is an issue moral but now a day taking
some oue work is ‘RS E 2@ [long laughing suddenly he changed his
emotion and his voce got louderl: I saw three theses in library that seemed like

carbon copy to each other in content wise and gverytning the papers have also

similar titles but they governed in different areas like ‘Bhardar’, “Nekemte” and




[Code Dev Psy Posg]|
Personally 1 experienced my two cla;smatcs brought a complete coping other
persons work for our group assignment but I suspected the sentence
incoherence and [ asked did they write themselves or not and after a lot of
argu.mcnt with them finally they confessed it was not their work.
{Code Edu Rese]
[ personally witnessed one of my classmate submitted and presented a term
paper under the tile of ‘grade four science SilbjCCt and’ during the presentation
day I personally did not notice but after a while when | was checking other
articles and paper in the library I got the complete of similar article with my
classmate paper and when [ recalled the student paper it completely resembles
with the article [ found their similarity like a carbon copy the paper to each
other even the instructors did not notice and said anything on the student
paper.
[Code Measu Eva Posg] said that “I don’t personally witnessed such kind of incidence but I
heard [---] years back PhD students had been caught for using sentences that never exist on the
cited book.” [Code Adu Life Rese Posg] “I personally heard a postgraduate student that came
from one of Ethiopian region entirely copied a paper of -----years back only by changing the title
however [ heard examiner caught him red-handed.”

Participants suggested solutions to tackle the challenge

All the postgraduate students interviewed forwarded the following solutions as their

recommendations to tackle the challenge and their respond is presented subsequently




[Code Soc Psy Posg]
you know it is correct and good to read someone work and cite it properly on
your work; however [ witnessed most future instructors students lying; look
these guys would take responsibilities in near future and be at different rank
[laughing.........1],;s0 for me these people would be burden for the country ; so
when I think what should be done ;like 1 told early in order to control careless
advisors departments have to develop rules regulations in order to follow
advisors strictly their consistent feed back for their advisee; 1 think some
departments have such kind of practice for instance after the advisor comment
on the advisee work; it would submitted monthly for program unit for review , I

think it is enough I was in big sate of emotion.

[Code Dev Psy Posg]

First instructors have to read critical their students work, second students should
get awareness and guidance before they start the research process in addition to
prior courses, third departments have to have technology to scan their students
work that would be submitted in soft copy finally if the departments caught
plagiarist students they have to penalize and announce this misconduct for the
university community and the public.
[Code Edu Rese]

Okay first there should be enough education on the effect of, second when
advisors give comments they have to look their advisee papers in depth, third the
departments and advisors should not totally adopt the title submitted by students

there should be some modification to new area, finally advisors have to help

. their advisee to be skillful instead of pushing them away.




[Code Adu Life Rese Posg]
Normally for instance if I’m going to copy someone work which is not mine .
would not get knowledge that I supposed to get so it is not fair to bring
someone work by fixing it as my own this could affect the quality of education
indirectly therefore to minimize plagiarism if it is possible there should be
mechanism to control starting from the given assignments and instructors
should compare and contrast assignments among students in order to check
similarities other there should be awareness 6n the effect of plagiarism.

[Code Measu Eva Posg]

. First the course that given have to be focused more on practical aspect for
instance the instructor could come to the class with title and could give
assignments to students to write background and other parts of the research so it
is possible to use research titles as teaching aid .second rules have to be told to
students early .and students have to be a warned once they found plagiarizing
their would not be any forgiveness ,finally institute of educational research
should create awareness on plagiarism for university community since the name
of the institute entails it concern more for research.

[Code Coun Psy Posg]

First all the universities in particular the departments should aware their students

on plagiarism; second the awareness should start from the elementary and high

schoqls; last there has to basic rules and regulations to minimize the issue.
Generally, 77.9% participant’s postgraduate student’s belief plagiarism is threat for the
quality of education in their respected departments the participant’s response of the
instructors and postgraduate students depict plagiarism is a present danger in their

respected departments; moreover that the public could also claim on the academic
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excellence of the higher educations, especially on those that inconsiderate plagiaristic
activity. Additionally according Southerland-Smith (2008) this malpractice could cripple
the rcputatibns of higher educations

Findings from covert participant observer

This part of the chapter is needed to give a glimpse of information for the public how
individuals and business company that made money by providing especially and bre
written papers prepared papers. Further, it disclose how the papers developed for
customers; all my undercover investigations narration presented with due consideration
of research ethics not to blow the identity of those individuals and company. Thus, all my

participants and observations are disclosed under anonymous names.

[ found my first guy through one of copy house owner around the study area; this guy
told me he had a lot experiences in doing different papers specially for bachelor degree
students and genuinely he told me that he had no experience in doing master thesis;
however he sa.id that it is possible for him to try out with his other friends if the title is

common and redundantly done like on the quality of education or on HIV/AIDS.

Then, I felt it is better to look other guys who are really reloaded with this experience;
thus I started to ask different copy shops around ‘Arat Kilo’; then someone showed me
one of copy house owner who is famous in contacting students with those individuals
who prepared papers. Then, I met the next-two guys through this famous copy house
owner and I found the last guy address on the sticker posted in one of city tax; all the

observations presented under anonymous names and the first covert participant
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observation anonymous presented undcr the title of yellow guy because in the day of our
appointment the guy wore yellow t-shirt
.The yellow guy

After some friendly talking I asked my yellow guy experience of doing papers and some
his voice is left blank for the sake of research ethics of the voice; he replied that

[ have been doing many proposal and researches especially for undergraduate

students for last nine years 'I have also done two theses and currently I’ m

doing for one of  department ‘graduatc student and I graduate from

Addis Ababa university in the field of ;
[ felt he could be less experienced for doing proposal and thesis for postgraduate student,
but I found i‘t would be early to express my frustration, so I kept the moment of
discussion. I showed him a piece of paper that holds written theses titles to choose one of
the title; all the selected titles study areas were Addis Ababa except one title that could be
done in one of anonymous regional state capital city and [ took all titles randomly from
the thesis titles catalogs .
He said that I think it is preferable to eliminate a title out of Addis Ababa because it is difficult
to get at least small sample of data to duplicate the remaining.” He selected one title that
relates with culture because he told me “It is easy for me to do this easily since ’'m doing one
postgraduate student thesis that focus on culture”. This moment gave me a chance to claim a
question how he would prepared the review literature and I disclosed to him my fear on
his less experience doing papers for master’s students and he replied that “By che way I

would not do this alone I have a friend; do not you read a book cailed ‘Mohamed Gar Tabkiage’

that contains part that written on the black market of papers.”




[ showed him strange face even though [ read the article of the book. He told me the
person who had interview with the journalist was his friend and he said that

You don’t need to bother on the quality of my work because I will do the work

with this experienced friend (the thesis engineer); he had many years experience

L s g g .
so we can get any books from the university library because we have instructor
friends from university; also I hope you could bring books that might helps us
to write the review also we can use internet source book.
[ claimed a question how he would do the analysis part and he tried to assured me by
saying
- .
You know we must collect at least small data from the study area that is why I
said it is preferable to make the study site in Addis Ababa after your advisor
approve the questionnaire we would; please you don’t need to bother because
after you saw my writing you would may believe me and if you are not happy
we will change it according to your advisor comment.
® :
My undercover investigation discussion windup after I had bargained on the cost he said
that “You know if the work includes proposal it would be 2,500.” Before we split-up he told me
he got also paid for taking exam for students with false identity card.
The busy guy
#
I found this business man phone number from one of ‘Arat Kilo’ copy shop; then I called
him quickly and introduce myself with another fiction name called ‘Henock’ and told
him my demand, but this guy seemed uninterested and said to me “I think I can’t do your
paper because I'have four papers of other students that have to be submitted on deadline; I think it
°

is better for you to look someone.™ However, [ felt it is better to use this guy as snow ball;

then I picked my phone again dialed his number and I asked him to find for me somcone
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who he may knows; after some hesitation he promised me to contact me with someone.
Then, after some days my phone started to ring with name of the busy guy then he gave
me the phone number of someone I should met. Then, I made arrangement to meet the
recommend guy to one of the café he choice to meet and I salute him with one of my
fictions name.

The recommended guy told me he is \‘vorking in one of NGO’s and he said that he writes
project papers and proposal on his spare time; he told me that he did lot papers with his
specially for undergraduate students; and he told me that he did masters students papérs

with his peers..

Suddenly in that day one of his friend joined us and surprisingly the guy was the busy
guy that [ knew him only on phone. Then, the busy guy told me they need some real
collected data to make the analysis otherwise it would be difficult for us to do the job
because we are very serious in ourjdb. Then, [ moved my head up and down with sound
that seems I agreed and I claimed my issue on the quality and the busy guy took the floor
and said that I hope my friend told you that we are doing the things in group so we
develop the paper including the proposal in group; so you should not bother because you
can cut the agreement at anytime if you are not happy on our work starting form the
development of the proposal. Then, I told him my interest to see his and his group prior
work since it helps me to measure the quality and decide; from while break he said I
don’t have .thcm right now in hand but it ts possible to tell you the name of postgraduate
students with the titles. Finally, I a:sk»:d the price and both of them told me the price

would range 2,500.00-3,000.00 birr respect to the demand of the person.
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The 611 guy
I found this person phone number address from the sticker that posted in one of the

public city taxi and I called to him then he gave his office address that found in of

modern building of Addis Ababa with office number 611;

This guy company had five years of working experience in providing prewritten and
especially written papers customers in addition to giving tutorial for different academic
level students; this guy told me also the company have bilateral relationship with
different individuals that holds masters degree in different fields to consult and finalize
the customers papers.

The 611 guy assured me for the questions that I claimed on the quality papers; he said
that I should not bother for the quality of the papers because he told me that their
company had many years of experiences in this services. Further, the 611 guy said that
his and his friends company frequently uses excellent rewarded student’s papers data
sources that done in similar context. I asked the price for full-fledged papers from while
silence the 611 guy told me their minimum price were 2,000 birr, but he said since you

are three and this price deducted to 1,500 birr.

Finally, the above covert participant observation delineate various papers were made by
these individuals and company for undergraduate and postgraduate students ; thus it is
possible to speculate that unknown numbers of these papers might be on the shelves of

private and public higher education institutes for public and academic consumptions.
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CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Duks Sumhmry

This study tried to assess prevalence’s of plagiarisms and factors that affect it in selected
departments of Addis Ababa University. A descriptive analysis has employed at times
covert approach was deployed to show how individuals and business companics
developed prewritten and especially written papers. In this study questionnaires and
interviews were used simultaneously as methods of data collection; Postgraduate

students, instructors, dean, directors of colleges and institutes were participated in the

study.

Thus, this study statistical mean calculations and interviews responses depict poor
understanding of plagiarism and internet plagiarism are two types of plagiarisms that
prevailed most across the selected departments; while submitting a bought a complete
piece of work term papers/proposals/thesis prevail rarely in the selected departments. The
leading intentiénal driving factor is pressure to succeed followed subsequently by internet
temptation and belief they will not be caught. Despite these factors absence of formative
feed backs from instructors how to cite, paraphrase and reference text source is a leading
unintentional plagiarism factor that followed by poor understanding of in text

conventions.

Finally, interviewed instructors and postgraduate student’s belief that plagiarism is threat

for the nation its threat is a clear and present danger in the selected departments.




5.2 Conclusions
This research tried to assess the prevalence of plagiarisms and its implication to quality of
education: the case of Addis Ababa University. The following conclusions are drawn

based on the research findings and discussions.

The study indicates plagiarism prevailed most -whether it is caused intentional or
unintentional. Further, plagiarisms due to incompetence prevailed due to absence of

formative from instructor’s in selected departments.

Moreover, absence vivid and inclusive mechanisms to identify the authenticity of
students work across the selected departments show that there 1s loosens anti-plagiarism
movements in the selected departments. Thus, plagiarism is clear present dangers not
only to the selected departments but also to nation higher educations that are not ready to

defined and defend plagiarism.

.3 Recommendations

wn

The following recommendations emanated from the research results and conclusions.
» Educations have to be given at the .level of primary and secondary schools to
acquaint students about plagiarisms;
= Departments and institutes should prepare common explicit simple examples of
correct text acknowledgements conventions that could be put on the course
outlines of each courses/modules;

= Students should be warned about plagiarism across the seiected departments and

institutes;




[he student’s papers and thesis titles -have to guide to new issues and
contemporary problems of the socicty to minimize replications and scrabbling on
similar arena;

Manageable number of students should be assigned for advisors while they
advises thesis; to make the advisors advises worth effectives;

Departments and institutes should develop abstract of each year student’s thesis
and other researches that possibly channeled across them:

Uniform and concert rules should be developed and implemented across the
faculties, colleges, schools of the study area and nation to treat the problem with
out equivocal;

The nation higher educations should have a hub data base and software’s that
could help instructors a cross the nation to check their students work with others
prior work;

There should be zero tolerance for intentional plagiarisms and the fraudulency

have to publicize on media to create awareness across the nation higher

educations.
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Annex-I- Questionnaire for Postgraduate Students

ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES
INSTITUTE OF EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH

This questionnaire is intended to explore Prevalence of Plagiarisms and Factors that
affect it in selected departments of Addis Ababa university. The findings of the research
will provide information that could be helpful for the sclected departments. Thus, you are
solicited earnestly to respond genuinely for the questions. The entire questionnaire you
fill out are anonymous and the information collected will be treated confidentially and

used only for the purpose of this study.

N.B:- Please don’t write your name or LD. number on this
questionnaire.

General instruction

This questionnaire contains three parts: General information, a range of statements which
can be considered as being appropriate or not in various degrees (Likert scale) and items
that comprise claims and descriptions. After giving general information about vourself,
please state if you personally consider the factors as very high, high, average, low, very
low on the table that follows immediately after the general information part. And read the
instruction for the third part. Thus, I sincerely ask you once again to give me your honest
answers and unreserved opinion.

Part-One

General information

1. Department:

o

. Class Year [ ]I [ ]Il and above
. Program
[ ]Regular [_]Extension
4. Sex [ ] Male [ |Female
5.Age [120-30 [I3140 [J41-50 [ 1> 51

(VS)

a




Part-Two

Instruction- I:-The following questions -are designed to explore the prevalence of
graduate student’s plagiarism in your department, so please put tick mark (V) for the
following questions if you personally consider the prevalence as Always=5,

frequently=4, Sometimes=3, Rare=2 or Not at All =1

.
1. How often have you seen graduate students of your classmates S |4 |3 |2 1]
1.1 | submitting assignments that complied and copied from internet as
their original work
. »
1.2 | reusing a submitted proposal/term papers/thesis of other senior
student’s
1.3 | reusing their organization and other organization project papers as
their own original work
a
1.4 | coping other work due to poor understanding of text citation,
paraphrasing and referencing conventions
1.5 | compiling different texts/ideas from ‘various books and submit it
p as their own original work to deceive marks’
1.6 | buying complete piece of work for term papers/proposals/thesis




Part —Threce

Instruction [: - The following questions are designed to explore factors that influence
students of your department plagiarize, so please put tick mark () for questions 2 and 3

if you persénally consider the factors as Very high=5, High=4, Average=3, Low=2, Very

low=1.
®
2.In your opinion postgraduate students of your classmates who | 5 4 3 12 1
plagiarizes intentionally due to:-
2.1 | Poor time management
2.2 | Pressure to succeed
2.3 | Lack of interest to the courses
- ;
2.4 | Term papers difficulty and tight due date submission
2.5 | Internet Temptation
2.6 | Belief they will not be caught
2.7 | Instructors reluctance or ignorance to act on the misconduct
* 3. In your opinion postgraduate students of your classmates who S |4 3 12 1
plagiarizes unintentionally due to:-
3.1 | Poor understanding of text citation, paraphrasing and
referencing conventions
3.2 | Confusion and contradiction among courses instructors, on
¢ citation, paraphrasing and referencing of text sources
3.3 | Absence of formative feedback from instructors how to
paraphraées, cites and references text sources.
3.4 | Failure to understand role of academic tasks that prepare them
for future professional work
3-3 | poor English language proficiency
.’ |




Instruction II- Please answers from question 3 up to 8 by putting tick mark () in the
given box
4. Did you take lessons/notification from your department on the convention of text
citation, paraphrasing and referencing of text sources?

[ ]Yes [ INo
5. Do you think your course instructors or advisors are ready and dedicated to show
correct text citation, paraphrasing and referencing conventions for their students?

[ ]Yes [ INo
6. Do you face challenges that force you to ignore text citation, paraphrasing and
referencing conventions? »

[ ]Yes [ INo

6.1 If your answer is Yes, Please try to mention those challenges

7. Does your aepartment have rules and regulations particularly on plagiarism that all
instructors would use it to penalize a plagiarist student?
[ ] Yes [ INo [ ] Unknown
8. Do you believe plagiarism is a threat for the quality of education in your department?
[ ] Yes [ INo [ ] Unknown

8.1 If your answer is Yes, Please try to write your suggestions to tackle the

challenge

N.B:- I thank you for the time you took to answer the questions

: "
ogcnuinely!!!




Annex-11:-INTERVIEW GUIDELINES OF INSTRUCTORS

General Information

1. Department:

2. Academic Qualification

,:] M.A/M.Sc. PhD

3. Professional Rank

[ ] Lecturer [ ] Assistant Professor [ ] Associate Professor
Professor _
4. Sek [ ] Male [ ]Female

1. How do you describe the prevalence of plagiarisms among postgraduate students?

2. What factors do you think contribute for various plagiarism incidences among
postgraduate students?
3. To what extent do you believe the internet create a chance to plagiarizes some one

original work?

4. What mechanisms used by your departments to identify and deal with

plagiarisms?

5. What mechanisms you personally use to identify whether students produce an

authentic or plagiarized thesis?

6. To what extent plagiarism is a threat in your department? If the answer is Yes,

How it should be tackled?




General inform alion

K 1 5 -4 ¢ 1 .
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2 Academic Year

‘ . RS
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- = ¥ N === 5
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6. Do you believe nlagiarisin is a thieat in your depart ment? If the answer is Yes,
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