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I have employed the following symbols for the transliteration the Ge’ez vowels:

Transliteration

Vowels:

Sound: | M M+ M. n . 1 n

Symbol | & u i a e E) 0
Pronunciation

Ge’ez M i 1LP8I°0 | AT HANSL | WLAS® | héT

English | gdbrd K'allu niqodimos | antd elsaday | anidinaw | orit
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Ve
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Recto ( The front side of the page)
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Abstract

This thesis paper presents a catalogue of 12 formerly uncatalogued and inaccessible

manuscripts which are found in Abba Afase Church in Yeha (Tigrai). All of these

manuscripts are religious in content.

1. Sankasar

2. Arganond Waddase (Dangal)
3. Dogg"a

4. Wingeld Matewos
5. Wingeld Marqos
6. Wingel zd-Lugqas
7. Wingeld Yohanas
8. Midshafid Krastenna
9. Agqabe Ra'as

10. Zamare Mdwasa't
11. Mdshafd Ganzdt

12. Arke
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

Ethiopia has a rich history and a wealth of manuscripts, both catalogued and
uncatalogued. Most Ethiopian manuscripts are Christian religious texts and most are
written in Ge’ez. Though most Ethiopic literature is religious, numerous texts also exist
on subjects including history, philosophy, law, mathematics, and medicine. The
manuscripts were written on parchment and decorated with ink drawings. Some books
have illustrations in them; others are superbly decorated outside with finely tooled leather
bindings and fabric inserts. Occasionally a small number of ornamental designs are

found on the pages. Most books are simply bound with plain wooden boards.

As the origin of Ethiopian civilization, Tigrai houses various treasures of interest to
historians, tourists and scholars who wish to learn more of its three-thousand-year past
—sites such as Yeha, Aksum and others. The town of Yeha is located 1,132 km north of
Addis Ababa and 224 km from Mekelle. It has been known to the outside world since the
early 16" century. Yeha is considered by some archeologists and historians to be the
major capital of the pre-Aksumite period. It holds various archeological mysteries. Yeha
is well-known for its ancient ruins and striking temple. The temple is supposed to date

back to the 5 century B.C.



In addition to the temple, there is a well-known ancient church sharing the same
compound with it, named after saint Abba Afose. According to the tradition of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church, Abba Afose was one of the “nine saints” who came to
Ethiopia in the 6™ century from Syria because of persecution. These saints established

monasteries and churches in many places in Tigrai.

The Church of Abba Afase is one of the wealthiest churches in terms of treasure and
manuscripts. This Church owns many different kinds of ancient manuscripts, and these

are the focus of this thesis.

1.2 Statement of the problem

The rich treasure of ancient manuscripts of Ethiopia has been known for a long time. But
the number of catalogued manuscripts is still inadequate. As far as I know, the only
library that is endeavoring to make our manuscripts known to the rest of the world is
HM.M.L. (Hill Monastic Manuscript Library), in addition to some individual foreign
researchers. Even the cataloguer of Oriental manuscripts and curator of the HM.M.L.,
Dr. Getachew Haile, has catalogued only manuscripts that are found in Axum Church of
Zion, and the monasteries of Abba Géirima, Asatan Maryam, Dibrd Bizin, Ddbrd Daga,
Dibrd Damo, Ddbrd Libanos, Dabrd Maryam, Gunda Gundi, Haiq Kebran, Lalibela, Ura
Kidand Mohrit, Zoway. The manuscripts of the northern parts of the country still remain
seriously understudied. My focus in this thesis is on the manuscripts of Abba Afoge
Church at Yeha (Tigrai). In Abba Afase Church there are more than a hundred ancient
manuscripts. None has been catalogued; moreover, the manuscripts are normally not
made available to anyone apart from the clergy, in particular not to scholars. Cataloguing

our manuscript heritage is a basic research agenda, and should be given high priority.
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The objective of this thesis is thus to make a small contribution to cataloguing the ancient

manuscripts of Ethiopia, by providing a catalogue of 12 of the manuscripts in Abba Afase

Church. These are:

9.

Sankasar

Arganond Waddase (Dangal)

. Dagg"a

Wingeld Matewos
Wiéingeld Maragos
Wéngel zd-Lugas
Wiéngeld Yohanas
Mcshafi Krastenna

Agqabe Ra’as

10. Zomare Mdwasa't

11. Mdshafd Ganziit

12. Arke
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Of these, most are familiar text genres. Note should be taken, however, of the magical

text (9) and the Arke text (12). The magical text is unique, though other magical texts are

known. The Arke, as far as 1 know, does not appear in any other catalogue of

manuscripts. Arke is a compilation relating to the glory and holydays of prophets,

Apostles, martyrs and saints.



1.3 Methodology, Sources, and Dating of the Manuscripts

This study was conducted in two ways. The first was field research. I went to Abba Afase
Church, where I searched for, selected, read, measured, and took digital photographs of
the manuscripts, also interviewing priests, local historians and Ge’ez experts. I also used
some secondary sources from the Library of the Institute of Ethiopian Studies, mainly
other published catalogues, which were related directly or indirectly to these twelve

manuscripts.
1.4 Organization of the Study

This thesis is divided into three chapters. The first chapter is an introduction; it includes
background of the study, statement of the problem, methodology, review of related
literature and overview of the 12 MSS. The second chapter contains the body: a
description and catalogue of the twelve manuscripts. And the third chapter provides

conclusions and recommendations.



1.5 Overview of the 12 Manuscripts

Problems getting access to the MSS: Although I had a letter of permission from the
Tigrai Tourism Commission, the priests of the church would not let me see the
manuscripts until I brought another letter from Axum. Even then, some of the priests
asked me to do “favors” for them. They only allowed me to see the manuscripts for
limited periods, so that sometimes I could only photograph part of a manuscript.

Dating: Colophon with date on MS 1; otherwise dating was based on oral information
from the priests.

Page numbers: Sometimes none, sometimes done carefully, sometimes placed
irregularly on the page or incomplete.

Language: All written in Ge’ez except the magical prayer MS 9, which is in a mixture of
Ge’ez, Ambharic, and Tigrinya.

Content: All MSS are religious in content.

Legibility of the MSS: All manuscripts are clearly readable except the magical prayer.
Condition of the MSS: All manuscripts are in relatively good condition except MS 8,
which is badly damaged though still readable.

Selection of the MSS: I selected these 12 MSS out of more than a hundred MSS. I made
simply a random selection, based on what the priests brought me and allowed me to see.
Use of red and black ink: Conforms to normal scribal practice (red for the name of God,
Jesus Christ, Mary, etc.).

Illustrations: In some of the manuscripts.

Headings: The four Gospel manuscripts are divided into sections by headings written in

red ink.



Omission: Due to time pressure and other constraints, I involuntarily omitted
photographing several pages in various MSS. These are indicated by the word

“[omission]” in the catalogue.

1.6 Review of related literature

Christian Friedrich August Dillmann was the first person to catalogue Ethiopian
manuscripts. “He devoted himself to the study of Ethiopic manuscripts in the libraries of
Paris, London and Oxford, and this work caused a revival of Ethiopic study in the 19th
century. In 1847 and 1848 he prepared catalogues of the Ethiopic manuscripts in the
British Museum (now the British Library) and the Bodleian Library at Oxford. He then
set to work upon an edition of the Ethiopic Bible.”(See: Wikipedia. 1911 Encyclopedia Britannica.)

Following Dillmann other scholars have made accessible catalogues of Ethiopian

manuscripts. A list of major English-language catalogues comprises:

1. Catalogus codicum manuscriptorum qui in Museo Britannico asservantur.
Pars tertia, codices aethiopicos amplectus.
Dillmann, A.
London: The British Museum, 1847.
Describes 78 items, including 4 wholly and 11 partly in Amharic.

2. Catalogus codicum manuscriptorum bibliothecae Bodleianae. Pars vii.
Codices Aethiopici.
Dillmann, Christian Friedrich August.

Oxon. 1848.

3. Catalogue of the Ethiopic manuscripts in the British Museum acquired
since the year 1847.

Wright, W.



London: The British Museum, 1877.

Describes 388 items, including 10 wholly or partly in Amharic.
4. Catalogue of Ethiopian Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library.

Edward Ullendorff.

Described 68 manuscripts in his Volume II

Oxford: 1951.

5. Catalogue of Ethiopian Manuscripts in the Cambridge University Library.

Edward Ullendorff along with Stephen G. Wright and D.A.
Cambridge: 1961.
Described 67 manuscripts

6. Catalogue of Ethiopian manuscripts in the British Library acquired since

the year 1877.

Strelcyn, S.
London: The British Library, 1978.

Describes 108 items, including 25 in Amharic
7. A catalogue of Ethiopian MSS microfilmed library.
Getachew Haile and William F. Macomber.

Addis Ababa and the Hill Monastic MSS microfilm library vol I-X
Collegeville, Minnesota 1975-1993.

Describe almost 5,000 manuscripts.

The HMML has by far the world's largest collection of Ethiopian manuscripts preserved

on microfilm and in digital form.



CHAPTER TWO

Description and Catalogue of the Manuscripts

The following descriptions of the 12 Abba Afsge Church manuscripts all have a similar
arrangement. First comes the title of the MS, and then a physical description follows.
This contains a statement of the probable date of the manuscript. There follows a short
presentation of the contents of the manuscript, folio by folio, divided into sections. In
each of these brief descriptions I have given the beginning line (/ncipit) of the
subdivisions and for some of the MSS also the last line (End) of the section. General
remarks follow the description, if any. At the end of the description of some manuscripts
reference has made to other MSS which are related to the given manuscript. These other
MSS are listed and described in various catalogues, of which the most important is the
one by Getachew Haile and William Macomber (EMML); my assessment of these MSS
as “similar” is based partly on their description in the catalogue and partly on information
from Demeke Berhane, Director Manuscripts Section, Institute of Ethiopian Studies;

Addis Ababa.



MS 1

A.D. 1994=/TmZ¢ T m®%/ date found at the end of the Ms. Parchment, 45 x 32.5 cm. 62
folios. Three columns. Thirty-six to forty lines to a page. Good handwriting. Black and
red ink. Binding of local leather (goat skin) with a leather strap attaching the two covers.
Scored with a pin. Most pages are numbered at the top center; the first page is numbered
3 times at the top center, bottom center, and at the left halfway up. Well-preserved in a
leather box (the box made in recent times). One blank page at the front and three at the

end. “In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit” is written in red ink.

Sankasar OWTAAC

1L MO0 31 AL 77+ (life of martyrs and saints)

Sankasar: The breviary of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church.

1. (f.1ra-rb) Title and incipit: NNae AM: OOAL: Moo }dN: 4.0 & h9°Aq
TRT NMart chTaNDC: ONwSe: Uk @AM a0k dhé.:
OPRAC: HACO: ANET: AN “Lhhiy: wANP$20... In the name of the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, we start to write the book of Sankasar by the

kindness of God and his grace according to the principles given to us by bishop

Abba Michael.



. (ff. 1rc - 7vc) First part of the Sonkasar. & ®MC1: oo N1 T@& (YT 04-L
°0A: AAET AN SROR: @M :0AT: A NChOO: AANBAN:
HUL: ALGAAY. AN AOIZCN. .17 AL 446U+ avi?].£5°0:
RAC..."hAD: hANPAN: HNoo: ATCASN.. DAS: AANPAN: ANNILCNH:

H: V14 PRL2DL...

Concerning the appointment and past life history of three different bishops in

Jerusalem...

(ff. 7ve -13vb) The martyrdom of St. Abba Mékérawi (March 2) If@o. . hao:
g Aoo N1 M 6AT: by P40 @NB-A: AN aohd-P:
A NPAN:...on (March 2) Bishop Abba Mékirawi died as a martyr, on that day

he became holy and blessed.

. (ff. 13vb- 18ra) The death of St. Abba Qozmos. (March 3) lher .. Agv [

Aao 01 U OAT: hdLéd: hN: P50 ONBA: AN $HICN...

. (ff. 18ra -25rb) Nhee ... by 79904 T D& F9°C: MATH: O MlA:

A2 LM% N%A: 400 I0-C...2°00: ALU-&

Meeting held on the island of Amir to deal with the wicked people who mixed up

the Christian fasika(paschal) festival with the Jewish day of Pesah(Passover).

. (ff. 25rb -30ra) The death of Abba Sdrdbamon (March 5) lN@o.. . Aav &
Aao N MR OAT: hdléd: Al PS80 :@dao-L: ao(hI&A: AO:

NLN9°7...

10



7. (ff. 30ra - 38rb) @NM-L: dAT: hoN: byt PLAT: ha-Lpng: (10
HN-CA2% 0 AAY™:: The martyrdom of St. Awdoksaya which is translated

‘peace’

8. (ff. 38rb - 41va) The martyrdom of St. Abba Diyosqoros (March 6) gD, hagv:

Zhao O 1 (M1 OAT: hdléd: A P40 :h0: SE0EC0N...

9. (ff. 41va-45vb) @NH-k: dAT: hoN: AdlLé: Al P& N oo+ 280 Nal:
ATANDNG: AN ML aodd: 500 Adek: @NdhE: P90 9°0A:
Q¢ Al ML AN AGAae: FA9°:: The death of Abba Gibri Minfis

Qadus.

10. (ff. 45vb - 48rc) The martyrdom of St. Filimon and Ablaiyos (March 7) ihao
et ZAee O ML 00T b 4090 PSRN AATOE

OANAIN: G701,

11. (ff. 48rc -52rb) @MYL HAT: WON: AdLd: 17 £PLN: ALP: Adek:

oNdhk: 94 °0AT A987: The martyrdom of King Tuwodos.

12. (ff. 52rc -55ve) @NH-E: AT by P80 ELLMO: @H B P50 by
AT°UL: N2 AV N4.6Y: ATMNANGNG: ONTIR: oabtPLEP:
oop’y’y: hoo: ACOESL T @-Ak... The martyrdom of St. Tewodotos in the

country of Galatia.

13. (ff. 55vc -58rb ) @NWk: oA by $40: 27120 hPCE: NAImE:
APCET: Awgav: VOBV ALU-S ANPC PR The martyrdom of St.

Matthias (see Acts 1:23,26)

11



14. (ff. 58rc -61rb) The martyrdom of St. Ariyanos Mékonen/governer of anidinaw
(March 8) heo:,, ago: & Aao (4 OH-E: OAT:... P50 ACLSTN: aohyy:

ALAS@: (A6,

15. (ff. 61ve -62ra) @MOH-E: 6AT: hoN: by UYL 0LGE: APSN: EPLEN:
thao': hWANPAN: HUL: PACNSZPN... Commemoration of Bishop St.

Tuwodoyos

16. (f. 62rb -rc) M@0 ... hao: B Aev 01 OH-AE: OAT: h'r: P44
A29631 LAY OANAICN: A2103 1. AL CETN: ONANE:
OAD-ANPN: OCT: 85 A9631:... St. ondriyanos, his wife, Eusebius,

Romaa, and four martyrs...(March 9)

Remarks:

e f. 2rc is partly erased and partly illegiblc.

e This Sankasar is only for the month of Mégabit (March-April).

12



MS 2

Date 17" century. Vellum. 24 x 18.5 cm. 135 folios. Two columns. Eighteen lines to
a page. Good handwriting. Black and red ink. No binding; simple wooden boards;

not preserved in a leather case. There is a picture of the cross at the beginning of the
Ms. There is one blank page at the front of the book. There is a special symbol (:i) at

the end of every praise of the day.

Arganond Waddase/Dangal

ACITT @A, 0N 270G Y .. . Praises (doxologies) to the Virgin Mary for the

days of the weeks.

I. (f.lra) Title and incipit: NN@D: ATLANMG: 2200: HAHMA: SAMT: @B
HA°LT: Ad: VAR: 04.f: aoAh...in the name of the Triune God, who is
one and indivisible.

2. (ff. Irb—25ra) (HA'+£) For Monday
Incipit: :... 74 ch&: AT Wit oo dhéd.: HEON@ L2 WC 29T @80
wao(1P: av ool L5 : NAlchd: HANTA0P: £F3INTY: 011
ONL: TICLI°: AL : A9°AN:: Let us now write this book entitled
Arganond, praise and hymn to the Virgin Mary, Mother of God.

3. (ff. 25rb - 48va) (HwwA-0) For Tuesday
Incipit: AADTHAT(P): LA L790:.. TICL7: HNANS LAM,:

99699° - AT0N,..... O (my) Lady! Holy Virgin Mary, in Hebrew

13



Mariham, I appeal to you for protection... ATNCH: A%ZAI": FAI°: h9D::
for your servant forever and ever.

. (ff. 48vb -68ra) (H&N-0) For Wednesday

Incipit: APLI°: Aah-TF: AAMANNC: AT AR ALOHN
ncoatn: eo-1'':: (First, I thank God through our redeemer Jesus Christ...)
End:...AATHATP: “IC LI Ade-Th: oNdhTh: o9°vi-: 1A 9°NA:
hoo th: A%09°: 909°: h2F: AL ALI7:: O lady Mary! May your
prayer, blessing and His mercy be upon me forever and ever...

. (ff. 68ra - 92va) (H1@v-01) For Thursday

Incipit:... AADTHATC: PLAT: LTI TIC L : HOANLLOAM,:
TEY9°: hov: A'Néb: avARRT: O@ALE: ANTR 0T DS-(LA:
AAA, O my holy lady Virgin Mary, in Hebrew Mariham, mother of the One who
created angels and mother to the Rider of cherubim...

End: AAA: NATLAP: hoo: AT0AM: NANTO: AoeGThm: A9
...Plead for me, that through your prayers I may be saved from temptation.

. (ff. 92va -113vc) (HOCA) For Friday

Incipit: AADHATC: PLAT: C7940: MNAl: “CLI°: HOANLLOAM,:
QLYI°: 1% HP: POA: hedeov-: 9904: 0L e4: how: JANo-%: ...
ANAht: HAD,:: Omy holy Lady Virgin Mary, in Hebrew Mariham, come
here with all the company of the Prophets, so that you may teach me... how to

praise you.

7. (ff. 114ra- 125vb) (HP459°) For Saturday

14



Incipit:...A7".278: AdNLH: hodt: ART: OAONIL: Tl aohP L.
AICH: oA TaooAA: PLov: 1RN,: hoA1: AVA:: O (most gracious
Virgin), daughter of David, I do homage to your glory, bowing down under the

soles of your feet and making supplication in your presence.

End: @1 Po9°P: AGT1: &LP.. AT AMTICHh: AZA9°: A9:

h“2%7:: .. .and they opposed the path of righteousness ... I (am) your servant

forever and ever, Amen!

8. (ff. 125vb- 134vc) (HAHOT) For Sunday

Incipit: AMAOA: AR®-P: “Il: @ALN: OARCT: ATH: AA: L&
AMA: AR Chh: ohaPLnh: hoo: TOAMLL: AN 980 ]
lift up my hands and call unto your Son, saying, come down, O Lord, from your

temple and your sanctuary and save me from all afflictions.

9. (f.135ra) ...N&h1: Al: @oAL: L7 °0A: 7R MICHh: oAt

NA7:: A%A°: 909°: A%7. AT ALhT:

May the blessing of the Father and the Son be upon your sinful servant Wilita

Kidan forever and ever, Amen and Amen!

Remarks:

e On f.135rb there is a handwritten name (Hadus).

e There are 3 blank pages at the end of the MS.

15



e Though her name does not appear on the front or back page of the MS, the owner

of the MS might be Wiilidtd Kidan; her name is written at the end of the praise for

Sunday.

e The true Hebrew form of “Mary” is “Miryam”, not “Mariham”. Why did he add
this “Hebrew” form?
See: Strelcyn (Rylands) 23, Ullendor{f (Bodle) , EMML.Pr.No. 657, 2117, 2166, 2583,
2630 ; Cerulli (Bruxelles) 21, Conti Rossini, Manoscritti, p. 609; Dillmann (Bodle) LX,
Grébaut-Tisserant (Vat.), 8,31,73, 91,129,138,144,184,231; Van Lantschoot (Vat.) 272;
pp. 453-455 (Source: Mr. Demeke Berhane, Director Manuscripts Section, Institute of

Ethiopian Studies, Addis Ababa)

16



MS 3
Date unknown. [Priests guessed 17"-18" century]. Vellum. 34 x 27 cm. 162 folios.
Three columns. Thirty-three lines to a page, except the first page of the Ms, which is
divided into four rectangles. Very good handwriting. Written in black and red ink.
Binding of wooden boards, covered with local leather. The leather cover is decorated
with designs. Religious hymns (dagg"a) with musical notations. In the first line on ff.
Ira-2va all of the words are separated by a flower-like design, as shown directly

below.
Ho 29 ® H® At E29A00 AN hvsSTso

This Dagg"a belongs to O&’ége (head of the Ethiopian monks) Tewofalos, father of priests.

Dagg"”a £ Book of hymns

Leslau (in his Amharic dictionary) defines dogg”a as: “Ge’ez hymn book with
musical notations™.

1. (f lra) Incipit: Nheo: a0 P50 N2A0U: HALTOAL:
HALTRAT : OHALTNAL: HE: SAAR... (all inred ink) in the name of
the Triune God who was not born and who does not change.

2. (ff. Irb-4ra) 10 A-£...00: &-£...10: &-£... 814 Ah (Hallelujah
(3x)...may he rejoice ...

3. (ff. Sra-10vc) HeAhFN: ANh: PHIT: HINL: o34 $50... from (the
holiday of ) John to the eve of Gébrd Minfids Qadus...

4. (ff. 11ra-12ra) ....Ach®'r: 2790+ £oH&: HRLIPK : hav : 1ILAL:: we

wrote song/praise of Yared which resounds like thunder.

17



5. (ff. 12ra-26vc) ....@Mdao: KLoTU-: §£4-£:: AN Dflchd: HPLh
AW/ avdh@l: On-£ ... The sweetness of his singing is abundant. He
drew streams of praise from the sea of books stored. ...

6. (ff. 27ra-40vc) ...wCT: AACHRE: aoh-FH DS WG a0 1AL T
90%£:: .. Ethiopia is His ornament, the delight of priests, a spiritual garden.

7. (ff. 41ra-51vc) ....ch'HA: ML ... .81780 "IN aoAh-

T414.£: .. .Glorious nation... they will arise early to the divine fortress...

8. (ff. 52ra-118ra) ...Aao; &4 N. ONL: A9°... Somd Dagg"a of Lent. (first
part of the Dagg"a)

9. (ff.118ra-162rb)....Aa0; &4: W 4-0AN.... Somi Dagg"a of Fasika (Easter)

to the end of the Ms (second part of the Dagg"a )

Remarks:
e  Musical notation throughout the MS
e “Halleluyah™ is written as two words, but the word-break is not
historically correct: not “Hale luya”, but “Halelu ya”.
e The last page states that this MS belonged to Ha-f: @AL: 40
Ato/ Mr. Wildd Salase.
e Next to his name there is a threat of excommunication for anyone who

steals or erases the Ms...HOA&P: @Hé.ch$: NPA: &TCEN:

OAa-Ae0: @10 ALhd::
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MS 4
16™ century. Vellum. 34 x 26.5 cm. 102 folios. Two columns. Twenty lines to a page.
Fine handwriting. Black and red ink. Binding of local leather. Preserved in a leather

case.

Wéingeld Matewos

@70 7 ELPN

Incipit: NG P&N: “TELN: OTIAR: hAdhS: AI°INCHE RN

APCET: Nt A0 @V L& hEPUAN: P00 MG HoAL: TICe°::
Good news of the Gospel according to the evangelist St. Matthew, one of the twelve
apostles. May the blessing of His grace and the gift of His help be upon His servant

Zawidldd Maryam.

1. (f 1ra-) @o&chd: AL ARTHAT APAN: ACHTN: OAL: [P
MAL: ANCYI°:: the book of the genealogy of our Lord Jesus Christ the son
of David, the son of Abraham. (Matt 1:1-17)

2. (ff. 1rb-2vc) @haoH: arh-k: AL AATHLAT ALOO: ACHF O 2 @ON
T OHAINA: L PL0: . ATHA: Ao b P40 now the
birth of Jesus Christ was on thus wise: When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found with child of the
Holy Spirit. (Matt 1:18-25)

3. (ff 3ra-11rc) NAFF: ANA:A14:(the visit of the Wise Men) M@0 A
ONA: AN A Ndud: A0ch: ONA e AFL$ANI":: Wise Men from the

east came to Jerusalem. (Matt 2:2-12)
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. (ff. 12ra-22vc) ANFCAT: NhAI™: APMLE....07AA: Wl OATC:
OreL: @0t IR ....(The escape to Egypt)... an angel of the Lord

appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise and take the young child and his

mother, and flee into Egypt...(Matt 2:13)

. (ff. 23ra-32rb) NAFH: hi: Hhoo: ANh: oo 37224 A77€01:: (The
proclamation of John the Baptist) @N@-a-:: aoPhiN: NAch: i
TP, A BNA: 10 Aloo: PCNT: a0 324 A9 00 in
those days came John the Baptist, preaching ..... saying, repent ... for the

Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. (Matt 3:3)

. (ff. 32rc-41vb) ...ALAON: AGLT: av3d.... .2 aohC: A9 IN:

L.81NA=0: ... (The temptation of Jesus) ..... Jesus was led up by the Spirit .....
to be tempted by the devil. (Matt 4:1-11)

. (ff. 41ra-44vb) NAF+: NO-%%:: (about beatitudes) N4 15£7%:
lao}é.0:. ... Blessed are the poor in spirit...N10-%7: AA: LA

Lhl:... Blessed are they that mourn...N0-%%: ¢PY7:....Blessed are the
meek...N0-F % AN SCY0-: ....Blessed are they that hunger...N0-%%:
aoh(C 7. .. Blessed are the merciful... 0% FA-h': AAl:.. Blessed are
the pure in heart...N0-%7%: MCEL: NAY": .. Blessed are the peacemakers
LNB% AN BOLA.: . Blessed are they that have been persecuted. ..(Matt
5:1-11)

. (ff. 44ra -46rb) NAYF: F°AP--:: (concerning almsgiving) O-<:

AP nao-: Z AN A0LT OA... OON: AdNheo: 07IN:
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10.

L1-

12.

13.

hfthoo: HNA7£1:... beware of practicing your piety before others....you
will have no reward from your Father in heaven. (Matt 6:1)

(ff. 46ra-48vb) NAF+: hr''s:: (judging others) A h7¥4-: haoo:

A 11-h%'r:....do not judge, so that you may not be judged. (Matt 7:1-5)

(ff. 48vc -64ra) NATH: HAZ X (Jesus cleanses a leper) ....MNA&h:
AU N0 @LMA AL PL: TAchi: @1A: AI°AT°2-: LY :: he
(Jesus) stretched forth his hand, and touched him, saying, [ am willing: be

clean. And straightway his leprosy was cleansed. (Matt 8:2-3)

(ff. 64ra-64rc) NAF+: HallHoo: AGPCE1:: (The twelve Apostles)
MAD-Pav-: AOWCE: @pAnE: hCAA U OOUNgo: 20T (1
aSENT: ChrAy: hoo: P@0aPov: i LP: MhTov: . he called
unto him his twelve disciples, and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to
cast them out, and to heal every disease and every sickness. (Matt 10: 1)

(ff. 64rc-65rc) NAZ1: 9°AA (The parable of the sower) ... N9"AA:
A 2 GU @0h: HRHCA..... @A GHCA: M HoL+:
@Ot €571, .50 hhth:... he spoke to them many things in parables,
saying, Behold, the sower went forth to sow... and as he sowed, some seeds
fell by the wayside, ...and others fell upon the rocky places,... (Matt 13:1-9)
(ff. 65rc-66va) NAFF: Hhoo: +oAM: NPLTRU-av: ALNN:: (The
transfiguration) ...@MTMAM: &af: NPLTUP o+ ANCU: 1% hoo:
0-hg... .he was transfigured before them; and his face did shine like the

sun...(Matt 17:2)
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14.

15.

16.

1%

(ff. 66vb-68rc) MNAFT: 1Pt GAI:: (Signs of the End of the Age)
09RO A L900: 00A T Ok ATLFTR:..0AD: MY
HP-7A\®:: you shall hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not
troubled: for these things must come to pass...(Matt 24:6)

(ff. 68rc-71rb) MAZ1: 074 L9764\ (The parable of the ten virgins)
TaoQi\: aoy 21 ATTET 20476 RGN A 17k

a3 1 PIP%:. .. .the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten virgins, who took
their lamps...(Matt 25:1)

(ff. 72ra-75vb) NAFt: P°X Ak ARCH-PN:: (the Judgment of the nations)
...@hao: GaoXh ONL: AdN: haochf@: (NAch-tU-... when the Son
of man shall come in his glory.....@&1 2MNA: W-Aao- AchHA: PLTRU-...
before him shall be gathered all the nations....A3Y: &14: 71/ AAN:
Poir0 (SN U AANP: Al a3 70k the King will say to
those on his right hand, Come, you blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom
D8 ANAao: AnN: 10,29°: .. .dvs: G977, .he will say also to those on
his left hand, Depart from me, you accursed, ...(Matt 25:31-41)

(ff. 76rc- 78vb) NAFT: GQich: 9°0A: ACHA U-:: (The Passover with his
disciples)... @:ich: PCM+: ACSAU-...on the first day .... the disciples came
to Jesus,....Nhao: Alller-: A P00 @ANTAA®.: &0ch...the disciples did
as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the Passover meal. &é4.:
hn: OwCk: MadhE: hCAh U+ he was sitting at meal with the twelve

disciples. (Matt 26:17,19,20)
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18.

19.

20.

21,

(f. 79 ve) Mart: 2CO4+: /MG (The institution of the Lord’s
Supper) @A SOAO: 17K MO ALAN... As they were eating,
Jesus took bread, M&N.: A7hav-: N0 Hd-hd: A2.99:: and said, Take,
eat; this is my body ...@7/a: A'P0O:... And he took a cup, ...ATHEAA::
e AZm-0-b-k: hévhev-:: saying, Drink you all from it; ‘Ha-A-k:
L9°0: NehA.N: A2CoT: NG Tho@: NAaS+: A3 hoo: g1
1.l for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many
for remission of sins. (Matt 26:26-28)

(ff. 80ra - 83vb) NAF+: 9°k: AALAN:: (The death of Jesus)... MLIL:
091 ST @ACT: ALK NPA: 0N ATHEANA: Aok
nte'l: A%7: AN F+'.::about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice,
saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani...@AC"¥: hon: ALAN: NONL: FPA:
@@OAT: o342 Jesus cried again with a loud voice, and yielded up his
spirit. (Matt 27:45,46)

(ff .84ra-861b) MAF+: T U~ AALNN:: (the resurrection of
Jesus.)...a 0N HY 27k Nlhao: B().: ... he is risen, even as he said.
OFRMT dvdt T16Pav: AhCBA U hao: +5/20 h9° @35 go
quickly, and tell his disciples, ...(Matt 28:6,7)

(ff. 92ra-102ra )... dvge: @oU4: A AchHA: AFH: Fmg°P P avo-:
Nhoo: AN: OOAL: @aed.0: P50 Go and teach all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit: Mo YC P av-: f+f-: LOPN: HalHhr-ao-: @GU-: At °OAhoo-:

A aoPON: Ahh: G P1: FGA9°:: teaching them to keep all things
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Remark:

whatsoever I commanded you, [ am with you always, even unto the end of the

world. (Matt 28:19-20).

e The Gospel is divided into 68 headings.
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MS 5

16™-17"™ century. Vellum. 33 x 25.5 cm. 66 folios. Two columns. Twenty lines to a

page. Good handwriting. Black and red ink. Wooden binding in a double leather case.

Wéingeld Marqos

O7eA ICEN

Incipit: NNt AN 7746 TICEN: @ TIAR: AchS: A°0NG: OhNAE:

ACLaT: NLht: A20 OUNt: L& hd: CUA: 9°0A: T U~T: @9° % AlkY...

[name blacked out] A%Aao: GAao: K%L @AY ALK AL (19.-0.9°)

Good news of Father mari, Mark the evangelist, one of the 72 disciples. May the blessing

of His grace and the gift of His help be upon our humble and self-denying father [name

blacked out]. Forever and ever Amen and Amen! (Noftalem)

1. (f lra) ¢4°00: A@7RA: ATHAY... .Nhov: X @04 1020, . The

beginning of the Gospel of our Lord... As it is written in the prophets... (Mark

1:1)

2. (ff. 3rb-4ra) #A: 0PA: HEANR: N749: the voice of one crying in the

wilderness. (Mark 1:2-3).

3. (f. 4vb) D& TI°P4: AALNNO:: (The baptism of Jesus)...a0&'A: ALNN
APGHET HIAA: @haTaod: PhFh: 1447 PCS5 N Jesus came from
Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by John in the Jordan river ....@-Ak:

MALP: Hhd.+C:...my beloved Son...(Mark 1:9-11).
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4. (ff. 5ra-10vb) MAF+: 2'%7%:: (the unclean Spirit)...@UA=: NAN: H2%7% a

man with an unclean spirit, ....MTA&: ALNN: @LMLA: 14.09°: @9A:
h9°', U+ Jesus rebuked him saying, "Be quiet, and come out of him!" ....MMHA:

49"t U+* The unclean spirit....came out of him. (Mark 1:21-31).

. (ff. 12ra-21vb) NAH+: AANO~ N0 (about the seven loaves) ...M7NAD:
AGN0-: ANt @arh~F: dob: . Having taken the seven loaves, he gave
thanks and broke it [them]....M&MkA*a0: APCH: Aao-: HY:.... and gave to
his disciples to serve. @MAA: MAT7(F::... they ate, and were filled. (Mark 6: 30-

44).

. (ff. 22ra-30rc) MAFt: Lbd: HNLLN:: (the request of James and
John)...MGBAAL: UNT: FINC: AdhL'r: NP7 h: @achLT: 10.29°h::
...grant to us that we may sit, one at your right hand, and one at your left hand...
®LNAao: A LON: A A9 Wl 0AM-... Jesus said to them, “You do not

know what you are asking”... (Mark 10: 35-45).

. (ff. 31ra-38rb) NAZ+: 0AL: @LF:: (avineyard) ...MGMLAao~: AN +hA:
@®LY...a man planted a vineyard...0PM+:®L%: farmers of the vineyard AH-:
on: Hew4: @n: He-HA-...many others, beating some, and killing
some...MAL: HPLPC: 4.1m:.... he sent his beloved son last to them....

O THP: OADRRP: .. AI°0AL: @S @PTNP: ., they took him, killed

him, and cast him out of the vineyard... (Mark 12: 1-12).
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8. (ff. 39ra-48vb) NA‘¥t: PANa-P: 09413 (the anointing at Bethany)....MA7H:
vAe: 0278 N-F: Ag°2%: ... While he was at Bethany, in the house of
Simon @a@oA-T: AAAT ... a woman came... AMA AT 0G4 T
HaANOMEO: HGCS: PL@-... having an alabaster jar of ointment of pure nard
oom: &.N: Chh:... She broke the jar, and poured it over his head. (Mark 14 :

3-9).

9. (ff. 49ra-55rb) NA7+: Hheo: AhL: &TEN:: (Peter denies Jesus) ...MA7H:
VA= TCh: Fahb: @0t 0AL: ook Al hdvl: ®AT... as Peter was in
the courtyard below one of the maids came @-'(bA=: A% 4U: 9°0A: ALAN:
SHEPB: Uich:: @RhL: OLMLA: ALATC: OALMLP: WA and she

said, you were also with the Nazarene, Jesus... (Mark 14 : 66-72).

10. (ff. 56ra-66vb)...NAUL: AHT: ANTChE: PLov: ATICLI*: avLAPT
.... Now when he had risen early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to
Mary Magdalene ...A7H: AA: SC&h: @Ph: PRI NHAC: HETA

...the Lord working with them, and confirming the word by the signs that

followed. Amen. (Mark 16:9-20).

Remarks:

e At the beginning of the MS, where I would expect a monk’s name, there is
a thick black line instead. This might represent a crossing-out of a name,
but no traces of fidil are visible under the blacked-out area. Also in MSS
6, 7.

e The Gospel is divided into 48 headings.
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MS 6
16" century. Vellum. 32 x 25 cm. 93 folios. Two columns. Twenty lines to a page.

Good handwriting. Black and red ink. Wooden binding. Preserved in a leather case.
Wingel zd-Lugas

@70 HA 20

Incipit: AN P&0: AP0 OFIAR: AchB: A°ON%G: OhdhE: ACLAT:
Néht: A20: ouvNt: L&t PUN: 9°0A: 204 Ay (Blank) Good news of
the Gospel according to the evangelist St. Luke, one of the 72 disciples. May the
blessing of His grace and the gift of His help be upon His servant, our father [name

blacked out].

1. (f lra) ...NN: o -A@: AXAG: Ah: OWLH: -EP4A... .all things
accurately from the first, to write to you in order, most excellent

Theophilus...(Luke 1:1-5).

2. (f. 1rb ) NAF: LAhS:: (the decree of registration)...M0A: T-AHH:
AN RAC: T hoo: BA MG ird: A7, a decree went out
from Caesar Augustus that the entire world should be enrolled (in the census).
mchs: ha: O NA: SAAG: N U74::All went to enroll themselves,

everyone to his own city. (Luke 2:1-6).

3. (ff. 2ra-15vc) MAFH: N9°27%:: (about Simeon)...MUA=: flAN.:

NA$AMAI°: Hhoo-: O9°277: O@-At: AL¢:. .. there was a man in
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Jerusalem whose name was Simeon...he was righteous and

devout... MACAHP: av3d.0: P40 hao: h Lao@-T1: HAINA: LChL:
aof\,ch. . It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see
death before he had seen the Messiah... @T@n6E:: @ad:'L:.... @0éh:

AA ML ANAC:. . .then he took him into his arms, and blessed God... Luke 2:

25-335).

. (ff. 16ra - 29vc) Na¥: @04} (A certain centurion’s servant) ...MUA=:
hch&: ao01977... A certain centurion’s servant...MA?1.2: Na7H: hPON:
Ahh: NG 1L U-...When he heard about Jesus, he sent to him rabbis
...... oL ALMD: °OAPoao-:, , Jesus went with them...Ad: 4. 7m.:
Lh N2 AMNS: NHAL®:: they found that the servant who had been sick

was well. (Luke 7: 1-11).

. (ff. 30ra - 53ra) NA7H: Hhao: ACHhP: ATHAYT WA ON%:: (The
mission of the seventy)... M4 1Pav-: IN: RAhE: PLov: 1%: @0
0 AVTC...sent them two by two ahead of him into every city and
place...@&MAao-: ALONN: 2TALS-0: NH-T:... he said to them, “The
harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few”...dv$-: GU~: AT hd.T@naD-:
hao: A0970: “9ahA: HiAd:: “Go now, I send you out as lambs among

wolves” (Luke 10: 1-24).

. (ff. 53rb - 61rb) NAF4: AA-T-:: (Concerning Prayer)... SbfAe: Ach&:
AT°hCABh U AT A oDl Adet.. .one of his disciples said to him,

Lord, teach us to pray...@&MLAao-: (N: TAAR: heol: A-...He said to
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10.

them, When you pray, say, Alk'7: HNA2924: L-+Lh: Nhaoh: T9°Rh:
av’y7 7h:....Our Father who are in heaven, May your name be sanctified.

May your Kingdom come... (Luke 11: 1-13).

(ff. 61rc - 70vc) NAZT: A@ (About salt) WGL: Mak: Ad: Mhoo(:
A@: ANE: NF°RR: N9 Ahh: £&N9°P: Saltis good, but if the salt
becomes flat and tasteless, with what do you season it? ah'r: £7L£§.2:

h%h: @0t avdel it It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile. It

is thrown out. (Luke 14: 34, 35).

(ff. 71ra -76vb) NAFt: aoh’yy: 0ao9:: (The unjust judge)...MLMLAao-:
hch&G: aoppy: UAe: Nadhvt: 010 HaR4.CY: ATHaNdC:
MALT9C: O lA: There was a judge in a certain city who did not fear God,

and did not respect man. (Luke 18:1-8).

(ff. 77vc - 80ra) NAZF: 4003 (the festival of unleavened bread) @<+CN:
Nan: aodnt: Hhao-: 4.0.0: The feast of unleavened bread, which is called
the Passover, drew near. @P- 100 A AP hvsT: OAKGT:

NHEP 1AL, .. The chief priests and the scribes sought how they might put
him to death...@PA: WM} @-0+: AN: LU-% ANPCHP....Satan

entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariot.... (Luke 22:1-23).

(f. 81ra - rc) MMALP: “iN: AAMA:: (Jesus before Pilate) M-+ 70
raeao-: 9°N\hao-: OONLL: "IN A.AMA::., . The whole company of

them rose up and brought him before Pilate...@dh-Ff: A.AMN.. Pilate asked
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him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” @&(LA: Ah-tp: ¥y ao-:
AAL UL L WrE: A hoo: h: @Ak “You say so”. (Luke 23:1-

10).

11. (ff. 82rb - 85ra) NAaFt: hPCLY AT 0 (On road to Emmaus)...
Phag: ndAE....UIC Wit 077 ATk, . two of them were going
that very day to a village named Emmaus ...0271G74: (NLG1:1Pav-:
A3+ WA Hh% They talked with each other about all these things which
had happened. P&Nao-: AP0 MhdL: I°NAPao-i:Jesus himself came
near, and went with them...@TA“H: A2 LW an: hav: j PRI°CP::

their eyes were prevented from recognizing him. (Luke 24: 13-49).

12. (ff. 88vb - 93ra) NAF+: ACTE: AATH.AT: (The ascension of our Lord)
L OATHRAChav: té-chPav: MOCT: (19 while blessing them, he
withdrew from them, and ascended to heaven... @Aao~"}: (18 Ak
@ +hOMm: ALCAAT: NONL: G/ Ah::They worshipped him, and

returned to Jerusalem with great joy...(Luke 24:50-53).

20CH2: @mLANAL: AATMANNC: A%87:: Let them bless and praise

God. Amen!

Remarks:

e Beginning of the MS: a blacked-out space appears where a monk’s name
would be expected.

e The Gospel is divided into 80 headings.
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MS 7
16" century. Vellum. 34 x 27 cm. 90 folios. Two columns. Twenty lines to a page.

Good handwriting. Black and red ink. Wooden binding in a double leather case.

Wingeld Yohannas

®7e0 ©hih

Incipit: MN@o: AMANNC: hf@: M AR VA @01 Alh: AGAP°::
ANé1: P&N: Phin: hPCP: LA7%: NG Nehdk: D DA FuU-i:
@9°1%: §4é: Ak3.. [name blacked out] A%Ago: FGAav: KoL AL ALh):
ALY (19209 09°4: #4) In the name of the living God, creator, primordial, who
exists and will exist forever. Good news of the Apostle John, the perfecter of the good
news. May His blessing be upon our humble, self-denying, and beloved father [name

blacked out]. Forever and ever, Amen and Amen! (Naftalem Samrd qal)

1. (ff. Ira-13vb) PR7LU-: P @~k O@-AE PN I
ATMaNNC: @At NATHANNC: @-kk: PA:: in the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The
same was in the beginning with God.....#é: #2.2: h'... The Word

became flesh... (John 1:1-14).

32



2. (ff. 15ra-16rb) NAFt: N0 AATH.ANMICH (regarding the Lamb of
God)...@aav: NALF: Cht: Phiih: AALON: ATH: RooRh:
U @8N 1P 070 AATHANGC: HEATT: It GA9°::
The next day, he saw Jesus coming to him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of

God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1: 29-34).

3. (ff 18ra-26vb) NAa¥: hNhA: NPG: HIAA:: (The wedding at Cana
of Galilee) @hao: “IANT: AT hhA: by NPG: HIAA... The
third day, there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee....+47%: +A?°C:
N4 afh0: NPG: HIAA... the beginning of the signs (miracles)

that Jesus did in Cana of Galilee. (John 2: 1-11).

4. (ff. 26rb -37ra) NAZH: 1LL89°0:: (About Nicodemus)...NlAd,:
hP°4.60m- £ Hhao-: 1, $8.9°N: aop\hhao-: ALLU-£: a man of the
Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. @A@M-NA: AL
OLMLA: A%TF: A% Aah: Ha t@AL: £7a0: h LR Cht
N3 7 F: ATLANNC: 9°0A U~ truly, truly I say to you, unless

one is born again, he can not see the Kingdom of God. (John 3: 1-12).

5. (ff. 37rb - 48vb) NA%+: A9°4-P-:: (The woman of Samaria)
AR ATPATICE: hoo: TP8h: 279 @LNA: ALK
ANT2'1: 27¢:: A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to
her, “Give me water to drink."...A9°¢&P1: AT ATH: AL U-SP:
ayt: FhAA. .. How is it that you, being a Jew, ask for a drink from me?

(John 4: 1-29).
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6. (ff. 48va - 66vb) NAFt: ao91d: HAME: NL9°4: LarP:: (the man

who had been sick for thirty-eight years)...Ach8: Nah.: HwAq:
@O0y Gao: RI°HLMP:: A certain man was there, who had been
sick for thirty-eight years...@&MbA* ALNN: T 7270 TR 04Th:
Mch-C:: Jesus said to him, "Arise, take up your mat, and walk." (John

5:1-9).

. (ff. 70ra - 81ra) NA“F1: Hnao: hd: B0 OhC: (Jesus walks on the
water)...CALL2: AALON: A7 Pho-C: 4.0 OAC... 04Ch::
they saw Jesus walking on the sea... And they were afraid... @g&MA=go-:
a1 @k A ECH: he said to them, "I am. Do not be afraid." (John

6:16-21).

. (ff. 86ra - 87va) MAFT: h-1's: NANAF: HO9P:: (The woman caught
in adultery) ...NAMT: A% 40T NHoo @A+I°P: @-nm::
a woman who was caught in adultery. @A 70 A AOL LU MTAL:
Y LA ANAGS AL B UAD: AN &hPrhs: ... he saw
her and said, "Woman, where are your accusers?”... @1 LA*: AAN:
HARL T A....She said, "No one, Lord." A7Y4.; AAN: HAL I dvé...

“Neither do I condemn you. Go your way.” (John 8 : 3-11).

. (f. 88rb-vc) NaFT: &ékAMN:: (About Pentecost )... MAN: oo ks
Ac-EAMN: NAYT: Ad.T: Ahoo-: A% Al a0 3.0 AL P: When
the Counselor has come, whom I will send to you from the Father, the

Spirit of truth... ... OhPlav-: ATI01P: hav: A9l
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vAm-pae-: 9°NAL:: You will also testify, because you have been with

me from the beginning. (John 16 : 26-27).

10. (f. 90rc) Conclusion of his gospel (John 21:25) @W+: HINL: AT A:

AfOD: @ 0681 NS NG HING: ALMN: @ON:
TR héd: b NN AdhB: ALI9°C: GN9°: T avichGi 1 U+
W& ché:: ~A?17F:: There are also many other things which Jesus did,

which if they would all be written, I suppose that even the world itself

would not have room for the books that would be written. (John 21: 25).

Remarks:

e Beginning of the Ms: a name seems to be blacked out; see remark, MS 5.

e The Gospel is divided into 19 headings.
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MS 8

18"-19" century. Vellum. 24 x 15 cm. 66 folios. Two columns. Sixteen lines to a page.

Black ink. Mixed good and poor handwriting. No binding, only wooden boards.

Mcishafd Krastonna

ao chd.: ACHTS/TI°P T The Baptismal Service (Book of Baptism)

1. (ff. Ira-3rb) N Al . . . 7AMG: aoXhi. : NCOTS: MavX ché.: TI°PT::
We are writing the book of baptism ritual ... Opening to the baptism ritual

2. (ff. 3rb-18vb) 9°¥N: A9™: @R hé.: TI°+ 1 Readings from the book.

3. (ff. 18vb -20ra) ATH.A: ATH.ANKC: A°ART: HARXYT7h: (2121 @i h::
God our Lord, who inclined (to us) in heaven and came down.
Naming baptismal name and prayer for those who have come to be baptized.
Olichi: oA LH: SAl'L: OHALL: @A%AaD: GA9°: A9%7:: Praise and
dominion, now and eternally, forever and ever Amen!

4. (ff.20ra-22vb) AMLA: ANMLANNC: ADH: HA-: GAT°:
O Lord God, the sustainer of all the world
Prayer once again for those who came to be baptized.
OchT: OALH: Al OHAL'L: @A%Ghao: GAT°: Ko7

Praise and dominion, now and eternally, forever and ever, Amen!
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10.

(ff. 22vb - 23vb) AMLA: ATHANNC: YAC: TRAC: 80 Nk e 0
Lord, God look at this oil (Ceremonial prayer of the oil) fl@o: Ach-:: PLn:
MLANCOLEY AT ATHAaNC: A“%7:: In the name of the one holy Church,
through God, Amen!

(ff. 23vb - 27vb) AT.ANNC: AZ°AR: AU~ . . PNOLP: AN Smaovd:

@ TYH: Oflch: @A LH: BAL: OHALL: A%Ago: GA9°: A1 Anoint
those who came to be baptized. Praise and dominion, now and eternally, forever and
ever Amen!

(ff. 27vb - 32rb) @AI"NH: AFC: ALh: AdA: Lmavd: @ 1NA...put your hand
upon those who came to be baptized...and say...

(ff. 32rb - 34va) NATT: Ad: U0 ANTTLPao: @0ON: INOA... 220N
Ho-0: afh: ASH: WA AMLANAC: A9°ARYT ... And again we pray for
those who gave their names...dominion which is in Your hand, master of all, O Lord
our God.

(ff. 34va - 35tb ) MBOAG: NLhPav-: ¢A0: MLAAN....

They bend their knees and the priest says...

Ncht: AL H: LAl OHALL: OA%hao: GA9°: h9D7F:: Praise and
dominion, now and eternally, forever and ever Amen!

(ff. 35rb - 42vb) @A h: ALPWPas-: AHA @ TN ... Lift up their hands and
then say.... 9*#0l.... Scriptural readings, Ps.31:1, John 5:5-12, Acts 8:26-39
MWRm: At Ndu@: ATH: L14.Ach... A eunuch came home to his country

rejoicing. ..
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11. (ff. 42vb - 52va) MLANA: hU7: h&7 5.0 .... the priest says the holy Kidan
(Appeal and prayer of Kidan)
9°10A1.... reading of Biblical passages from Psalms and John
(Psalm 50:12-15, 33:1-6, John 3:1-21)

N ch: AR LH: LALL: OHALL: @A%Aae: GA9°: A%%7F:: Praise and
dominion, now and eternally, forever and ever, Amen!

12. (ff. 52va - 57ra) @BY/7h: W U8t P40 OPATAN: N BN “9L... The
priest raises the holy oil and makes the sign of the cross with it over the water.
oLh: Nk @98 NPk He T (r¢hY: @9°A-h'r: Ol @oo3Rheh::
May this water and this oil be blessed and full of praise and purity.

13. (ff. 57ra - 66ra) MGAN: (<0’ h-7: ON&h+: o240 $540 Final prayer for
those who have just been baptized.....Be blessed by the blessing of the Holy spirit!
Remark:

e (f. 66rb) The name of the owner of the Ms is given as Gibrd Hawaroyat

See: Getachew Haile, Vol. VIII; Getachew Haile and William F. Macomber, Vol. VI, VII;

William F. Macomber, Vol. I, II;
EMML.Pr.No.188,189,226,376,620,623,2089,2223,2235,2551,2620,2649,2667,2762,2786,2990,2993,3107

,3135,3204,3223,3371,3490; Cerulli (Chester Beatty ) §6; Dillmann (B.M) (Source: Mr. Demeke Berhane,

Director Manuscripts Section, Institute of Ethiopian Studies: Addis Ababa)
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MS 9

Probably 19" century. Vellum. 18 x 14.5 cm. 37 folios. Unusual handwriting.
A mixture of Ge’ez, Ambharic, and Tigrinya languages. Black and red ink.
Cloth binding. The MS is wrapped in a long strip of leather which is

composed of two strips sewn together lengthwise.

Aqgabe Ra’as / Magical prayer

G #0 CAN (literally “protector of the Head/self”)

1. (ff. Ira-5vb) Incipit: Pao 3221 hao-: MC: AN A0S “Foo-h:
PFPLih: P8 ANI™: UAPIHC: APWCHC: 9°nCav-:
®Lhao: haohA: 2 15h(: @hoo: +h-A: 2140 AN

MATN::

2. (ff. 5vb-7ra) @oh®HH: avGAI*: PAT: ao@PL: CCThA:
thoo: A@CH: ANCEA: h?TU-: W@ Al ATA:

hOL i IPao-:

3. (ff. 7ra-11rc) haohCOL: M€ NAAT: AZ°NF: MCh: Nhao:

A@Ch: ANCEA: NZFE B ¢ AGhA: AdT: @)9)0:

4. (ff. 11rc-15va) ...0AM+" A-af :0N&E € ¢ ATFTL AdT
ho70-: A0Coo: AMLN: @APOTE ... .hao: n £ ih: TPLP:

OTETe: OALDAR.... A Gl OAL: (hT: oo3d0 &0
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AN AN @-PA: OAL: OPA :av3dN PESN

:-PA\.....(prayer against wicked people, quarrelers and thieves)

. (ff. 15va-20rb) Aded* :NAhFt: A4 avph: ALC: PHOLC:
PLC NLLC PAC: DTN P-4-GhiN: hGTBA: NE4:
aTyC: TG NEE a0 G TG hoe: 29uN4: QG

e  TAY Te R (T

. (ff. 20rb-25va) AdeT: NAFT: o0& AC: NAFH: AGCHET:
AGCACET: Nhoo: AGQCHET: AGHHav: OAL Y HHa0: AACY:

OANATP... % £19°:.... (prayer against enemies)

. (ff. 25va-31ve) ...00 @eohh&ad: 2127 (1AL oAthCh:
APAN: 18,06 AMLAANAU-": hPAU-9°H.: AAYP:

Al oo 97,

. (ff. 31ve-33rb) 29994 W PAA ... @1NE: FF30: 47310 Lah:
ATC: ANLA MIAL: 04L& AUNL: AVNSNLE
WAPNLNE....cCenCH: MFTAN.. AILANC: OA: VIC:

Mhao(\77L,, ...

. (ff. 33rb-34vc) ... AN eoUN: NC: AN2EOM: MEC:
MN2E: LCWP: Ve MCP: hLL: hooC :eoll - 30~ i UNE:

hao 7144 @01 M.
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10. (f. 35ra-36ra) AALL: Con: AH: MC: 2°0chAl: hd D 2
MNCE: Nhee: afl: DA Aded: Marr: Voo G451 @CP:
@97 TA: (14 @koos: UC: @1-748.....(Prayer for protection

against the evil eye, hamamd ‘ayndit)

11. (ff. 36rb-37ra) A1 NAFT: ooQH4PC hO: AhO: Ach: Alch:
NAoo@: (lhao®: Qoo AR T AR4: PNAN: hoT )
AUhGC: NENEAN: AN A7 AmePh.... DAL AN DAL

TATAT A NA....(prayer for love)

12. (f.37rtb) ¢: &N +@hdAh: fU-&Pav: hHA: ANV T
OFAN: OVLE: 0P PAN: oAt AlA: OAINT: AL L

NA: NeA: A%gdd: Aha...
Remarks:
e Three colored drawings, apparently magical.
e No name of the owner.
e The writer uses more red ink than black.

e The language is difficult, and I have not attempted a

translation.

e No direct indication of date; but paleography seems typical of
19" century, and the genre of Aggabe Ra’as was mostly

introduced in the 19" century.
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MS 10
18" century. Vellum. 36 x 26 cm. 111 folios. Two columns. Twenty-two lines to a
page. Good handwriting. Black and red ink. Furnished with musical notation.

Wooden binding in a double leather case.

Zamare Mdawasa’t / Hymn Book of Chants

HeYé avPOOT

The Antiphonary of the Orthodox Church is known as the Mdwasa't. It consists of

anthems for special festivals throughout the year. The Ma‘araf is another of hymns and

chants for the festivals of the year, the difference between the two being apparently the

type of hymn contained in each.
1. (ff. ra- 4ra) H9é: oaoPhdT- Miwasa’t The collection of chants.

2. (ff. 4ra-50vc) Incipit: @@PhO-T: HPhI0: Anh: h70:
aofao-(;: HEPT: A9°: A@oNNL9°: RIHh: av'l: PH1LC:
o0 FAdeT0.....

Who can dwell in your ... dwelling place...

3. (ff. 51ra-60vb) Adw-t: A9°A7: LAN: TNOC :AMTNCHh: @hAd:
AchHAh: A0

(Prayer of .... Simon)
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4. (ff. 62ra-104rc) Moo . . . Ach&: Wit: ooRhé: MHHLOC:
Ho9%: OHA: PO 96H: A Hood: A9°: hdn: Ahh:

LB OHA: Ahao: AGA9: Ihdok

5. (ff. 104rc-106vb) @ &1 dVm: AGTPA: HATL: 14 :
AW av’ 4N DLA: LLL: olTINC: 4S.0: Wl

PLAT: méL: LI°CY:

6. (ff. 106vb- 111ra) @ LA V@ : ATPA: HATIL: A :
AW 03N DLA: LLL: @LTINC: %0: Wt
PLOT: mlAM: LICT: FTT: doM: TOAR: A9
L7 : PAORT: (L AHAODN :07A: VP: 7078 hAYy:

AHAAO: AASY°: ALK AN: HTN T (1R

Remarks:
e One or more leaves are missing after f. 33

e (ff. 1r-3v,104v-106v) blank

See: EMML.Pr.No.2,127,211,249,371,483,525,559,608,618,668,696,2006,2024,2091,2122,2212,2253,226,
2470,3017,3118,3198,3432,3438,3463,3464 Getachew Haile, Vol. VIII; Getachew Haile and William F.

Macomber, Vol. VI, VII; William F. Macomber, Vol. I, II; (Source: Mr. Demeke Berhane, Director Manuscripts

Section, Institute of Ethiopian Studies: Addis Ababa)
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MS 11

18"-19" century. Vellum. 32.5 x 26.5 cm. 149 folios. Two columns. Twenty-two lines to

a page. careless handwriting. Old cloth binding (sufty) over wooden boards.

Mcdshafd gonzit (Funeral services)

oo ché. 1INt

Incipit: ANee Adl..... 7RG HF: aoPLov: THIT ...in the name of

the Father....we write the preface to the funeral services.....

o (ff. Ira-11rb) ...A=: L B9-F: 19:0: NPA: ATSEPN: L& TDav-: Ny§-:
71909 190, . .whenever a spirit departs, let the priests pray according to the

words of Athanasius for the passing of the spirit.

o (ff. 11rb-12ra) NAZT: 09 190: @hoN: SO0~ h-Ae: FAHNH
:AMLANhC ...when the soul departs, again let us pray the entire

commandment of God....

o (ff. 12ra-13vb) 70AAN: @SATO+~Fh: Ab: 99: 190 OATDINR: T4t
Nk 9A9° DA4:: .. we pray unto you... all the affairs of this world

[translation unclear].

e (ff. 13vb -14vb)...@16N: SO-+N+~2: NaTH: 700 hCOEET: ...
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We pray again for the neophytes.

o (ff. 14vb - 15va) @ndN: GOFNP~2: NATH: 190 587 Aan: Al
AM.aNchC .. We pray again for the departed soul, for those who sinned against

God.

o (ff. 15va-16rb)...@mnoN: SO-FNP~2: NAFH: WL T
....We pray again concerning the agony of death.
o (ff. 16rb- 18vb) ..:&CAT NAT: TNhat: 190 @-Ot: avdot...

Homily when a person returns to the earth / burial ground.

[Funeral services begin here]

(ff. 18vb - 31vb) ..H1: o0& ch&: HooRat: AT ALGAAI®: Ago& Dt

190 @072 ... the book which came from Jerusalem for

salvation of the soul and flesh.

. (ff. 31vb -331b) ... Aded: Nk HoOvN: A7LAaNNC: A%TCEN ... prayer of
repentance given to Peter by God.

. (ff. 33rb - 421b) ...a0& chéd: VHF: MaTt: Ad: Too-: hySt

Funeral service for those who died priests.

. (ff. 42rb - 44va) ...AAT: NATT: AN Too @hoN: SO-HNL~0: hde..

...a prayer for those who have died, and again we pray for all...

. (ff. 44va - 49ra) NQoo.. . &CAT: HP&40: @NO-0: LOBN: HET: HRLN: NATT:

afd: Too: WGT: OLLEGT: AN LAACN1L7... Homily of the blessed Saint
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10.

11,

12.

13.

14.

{he 3

16.

17.

18.

19.

Jacob of Sarug, which he composed for those who died priests and (for) the deacons of

the church.

(ff. 49ra - 55vb) @aoN-HNP~0: NATH: (AF*: ONATH: AR4T: ONATT: “190C:
Intercessory prayers for peace, the bishops and the congregation.

(ff. 55vb -59ra) ... £CA% HP&0: @N0-0: A0 AA%T: Ab: R34 HAhL
A& £... Homily for the blessed saint Abba Silama, Metropolitan of Ethiopia.
(ff. 59ra - 62rb) VI HALPGT: @TNA: aodLav: h A= Y0 A-L...
Funeral services for deacons...say first of all hallelujah...

(ff. 62rb -69va) ACANT: 9°7300+F:: HE TN NAOA: 0L@: @&-H-T: LT NUA:
Adet: AhekT Funeral service to be read for men and youths.

(ff. 69va - 74ra) Hao-at: NS0 AdA: AF0T: Ad: LOAS:

Funeral service for women who die giving birth.

(ff. 74ra - 77rb) V7H+: eo'thd-b: @TNN: Adet: Ahekt: @LOCT: 6MYy:

@£ 01...  Funeral service for monks.

(ff. 77vb - 80rb) 27H-: @' thA £-:  Funeral service for nuns

(ff. 80rb - 83va) 2IH+: ONG-: AFANT Funerals service for adult women.

(ff. 83va - 86va) ...9° 700 7007 APAL: .. .Funeral service for young girls.
(ff.86va - 90ra)...H& T 1NN: (N: Goo@-t: h95T: ... Reading for when children
die.

(f. 90ra - 94vb) ...H&HINN: hov: “IANT: b6A-T... Reading for the third day

(ff. 94vb - 98ra ) ...hAao: A0 OA-T: .. Reading for the seventh day

(ff. 98ra- 100va ) ....Aoo: TmE: OA-TF:... Reading for the twelfth day

(ff. 100va) ....Aoo: @i: AA-T .. .Reading for the thirtieth day

| "naa ana vasoss
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20.

21.

22.

23

24,

25,

26.

Z1.

(ff. 104ra-115ra) ...0% OAT: Z: 6AT: OO 60T ONe0Fid: ONGaoi-
oNhheao- 4HL: ao-37% . Reading for the fortieth, sixtieth and eightieth days, for
the middle of the year, the first anniversary and for all commemorations of deaths.

(ff. 115ra -121vb) ... HA L@ 71 @hon: Sa-+0+~0: Hivde: SaTH: ATHANNC...
we pray again unto God for the scholars, for everything which God commands.

(ff. 121vb - 126va) NNeo... @ (é-h: HANT: Aao-hd\... Benedictions of Abba
Samuel...

(ff. 127ra -128vb) AAed: F0ch: A°LA4: OTRN: @S TN Alvde: . prayer of
repentance after Gospel, to be read to all... 26Ah: A7H.A: @SOF0P~%h: NA7TH:
feao: AR ®ADPY... O Lord, we plead and pray for all our fathers and
brothers...

(ff. 128vb-132va) AT AP°L44: @FLA: HAMNLAT: MAY°ANY:... Prayer after the
Gospel of our Lord and God...

(ff. 132va -133va) Adet: ao¥1L: (1978: Prayer for the way into heaven ..ham
ALOPEP: avARR: Koot OALPOIP: @0 AN ATPR: ATRO:
MCh: Al

MG MFRRT: @CH: 09 60t o 60T dNae3éP: ®NGavt:

oNh~drav-: Hhs: ao-3% @FNA: Adet: hhebt: @A%CT: 6MY::

(ff. 133va -136rb) AA="F: AdA: NL7:: Prayer over the dead body .
oA ATHA: @112/ AP L4 b aochd: Ao AR P NOTRA

5.0

(ff. 136va -149ra) Absolution for Priests.
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NNoe . . . ACAOE: 9°900F: HeTI0N: AdA: ao-3-F: NNheo: ATHANC: Al

e 5 2

Remark:

e The owner’s name is not written.

see: Getachew Haile, Vol. VIII; Getachew Haile and William F.Macomber, Vol. VI, VII; William F.
Macomber, Vol. 1, II;
EMML.Pr.No:152,154,198,205,290,291,302,303,333,433,447,460,470,541,546,567,614,2057,2252,2260,
2393,2518,2622,2651,2791,2793,2908,3063,3097,3102,3161,3193,3201,3298,3424,3425,3426,3471,3460;
Grébaut (B.N. —Griaule) pp. 278-81, 176-97; Strelcyn (Rylands) pp.12-16, Ullendorff-Wright (Cambr.) II,
XXXVIIIL; Van Lantschoot (Vat.) 8, 11, 27, 37; Dillmann (B.M.) XXVIII (Ullendorff- Wright (Cambr.)
XII; and Wright (B.M.) CLIV-CLVIII. Most recent edition: the book of Funeral services Addis Ababa,

1944 (1951-52). (Source: Mr. Demeke Berhane, Director Manuscripts Section, Institute of Ethiopian Studies; Addis Ababa)
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MS 12

16"-17" century. Vellum. 26 x 20.5 cm. Ninety-three folios. Two columns. Twenty-
seven lines to a page. Excellent handwriting. Black and red ink. Binding of wooden
boards. Preserved in a local leather case. Properly and systematically page-numbered

(unlike the other MSS).

Arke

Arke is a compilation relating to the glory and holydays of prophets, Apostles,
martyrs and saints. Leslau gives the following information: “mashafi ‘arke [‘arke),
collection of short hymns or salam at the end of the lives of Saints or of the Senkesar
[so called after the name of the composer ‘Arka Sallus ‘a friend of the Trinity’]”

(1987:70).

1. (ff. 1ra-8rb) Incipit: fiN@n: AMl: MOAL: MavFiN: PE&N ....00K hi.:
N9A1: HtAchéd: NATT: aNCao-: ONGA+FPao-: AINLCT: AGhPCET:
ANTI0F 12 @AL FF:....In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy

Spirit...the book of holydays which is written concerning the glory and the

holidays of prophets, Apostles, martyrs and saints...

2. (ff. 8rb-12vb) age: &: Aaonhdl?®: NGN: ATAT ALMO0: hCOTO: A
Twang: (190 ASEH: MMNA: AVICT Thaof: (19A: harL: Gavi:
tchin: O flch: AATHLANAC: N2, . There is a holyday of Jesus Christ
in September called the holyday of Onaruz in Egypt, and in our country we call it

Awdi ‘Amit Yohannas. Glory be to God in heaven!
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(ff. 12vb-18vb) eoHao-C: HACH: ANch®: AAMANNC: ONht: hE.0:
ANch®: AATLAaNC: A 9°2C::... Psalms: praise the Lord with new

praise; let the whole earth praise the Lord.

(ff. 18vb -22va) @F2i\: “TELN: @haN: Taoid\: ooy 2F: (1972
a &q: HNaT: @0t 14607 @Lh: NAQ..... Matthew: the kingdom

of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found ... (Matt. 13 :

24-30).

(ff. 22va -28rb) @¥2e\: HPICHO: @h': hCEBA U APdhIN: OACSKH P ao-:
NELAM-£7: BA@rav-,, . ML&MLAao: AMLA: A L00: AL Ldd:
AaoCGR: AQao: ANy VA aoCYE 9°0AWPan-::, . Mark: John's
disciples and the Pharisees’ disciples were fasting: and they came and said unto
him, why do John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but thy

disciples fast not? And Jesus said unto them, “The wedding guests cannot fast

while the bridegroom is with them...” (Mark 2: 18-20).

(ff. 28rb -37vb) aoi\hh-t: A@-A-(: i ANa: $C7F0: OAINLGY:
HGAP°C: A Ld: ANMaNNC: @LLPT: Th? T Ola: @AARTHANCA:
Teh'r a3 Aok Corinthians: Knowing the righteousness of the Lord, and
fear of Him, we persuade men, but we are made manifest unto God; ....@MAN:
H?P&0: ChNY:...We are not again commending ourselves ....AT4 : @Mah:
NAN:: in appearance and not in heart ...AA@0%: h: AN&7: ANLY:
AATH.ANdC:..... For if we are mad, our madness is for God.... (2 Cor. 5:11-

15,
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10

(ff. 38vb - 48vb) @GOHNP~6'L: Ibhao-:, . OhATLONLP: AhyE: ARD:
AMANNC: . Aheo: haol: B0 NAGAT: 46T AIdh-h: ONAN+:

ao &1l LARIrhs: @S U (@Al 6T 1471, . And working together with
him we ask also that you receive not the grace of God in vain. For He says “At an

acceptable time I have listened to you...See, now is the acceptable time...” (2

Cor. 6:1-3).

(ff. 50rb -62rb)...AATH.ANNC: NN TA2227: (ith: h279°: @AOC:
MNI* 740 ONFPAE: ONHI°Phi: ONNEh: oNtua-h: 01 o0:
MNA7°:: ... To God, with great patience, in all illness, agony, torment,

flagellation, imprisonment, hard labor, disturbance, diligence, and fasting.

(ff. 62rb -74va).... T 2LA: WGP 1LN: 120 127951 @-+FooT P!
&1 HAGAI™: A=f: +APON:: Fight the good fight, the fight of the faith,
take hold of life eternal. You are called for this. @MAa@e7h: wqe: A%’

NP Lov: AN (9761::... You confessed the good confession in the

presence of many witnesses. (1 Tim. 6: 12-13).

. (ff. 74va -79ra) aod\aft: ¢hin: hPCE: avdant: ADPY: hb: TRHH:

AhB.0: HAR MG Ahao: aA: AN NACF: AFF: Nheo-: 40 Brothers, I

write no new commandment for you, but an old commandment which you had from

the beginning. ...@NAN: TAHH: hAN: AKX MG Ahoo-:,.. Again, | write a new

commandment for you...@HA: £4.9C: NA: @-nt: NCY7: 4NC:... He who

loves his neighbor remains in the light...®HA: SAAA: NA: @O AdAao]

Bch@-C:... he who hates his neighbor shall walk in the darkness.....(1 John 2 : 7- 9).
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11. (ff. 79ra -85vb) ONZ°2 % 4 1T @A AALNN: ACHFN: AA:
TING: ANéL: Y 229571, Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to
those with whom we share a precious faith in the righteousness of our God and the
Savior Jesus Christ... Oflch: AL @AGATD: GAT°: ho1F: A} to him

be the glory, now and forever, Amen. (2 Pet. 1-3).

12. (ff. 85vb -93ra) Ahew: Ah: Ochk: A™HN4: ¥ 227571 4,20 °NAYT:
aA“%r: For these have missed the mark as regards the hope of faith. Grace be with

us. Amen!
Remarks:
e The Ms is wrapped in a long piece of dirty cloth and is not well preserved.

e The manuscript was originally brought from %20 Agamai.
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CHAPTER THREE

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This thesis has presented a catalogue of 12 formerly unrecognized manuscripts of Abba
Afagse Church —Yeha. These manuscripts were not accessible to public, generally
speaking most of the church clergy are not aware of the significance of cataloguing
them, even it seemed to them as if that | am going to get some financial benefit doing
this.
My recommendations for further action of preparation cataloguing our manuscripts:
1. It is very essential to train well-educated Philologists on how to catalogue
manuscripts.
2. Itis advisable that the department must crate awareness of the importance of
cataloguing our manuscripts to the church clergy.
3. 'The monasteries and churches should permit researchers to get access to the

manuscripts without difficulty.

4. To preserve our manuscripts if at all possible all manuscripts, ought to be

catalogued and microfilmed well.
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Ilustration:
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