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Key to Transliteration System

Institute of Ethiopian Studies (IES)

I have used the following transliteration system adopted by the Institute of Ethiopian Studies

I. The seven orders of the Ethiopic alphabet are represented as follows:
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IV. General Examples
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+0A, Qébalée

an.g Tabiya

hGT 1407 Enacanfalan
Ang Saléga

Ch hd h7lL Y& u uta komite

For commonly used forms like Addis Ababa, Haile Selassie and Emperor this system has not

been used.
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Fascist Army during its occupation of Ethiopia.
Team

House to House Search

Liquidate

It is used in reference to the military government that ruled Ethiopia

between 12 September 1974 and 28 May 1991.

EPRP’s clandestine newspaper

DM-4 Weapon

Non-Political Prisoners

EPRP’s version of the word vvictory or ‘we will win’
MEISON’s version of the word victory or ‘we will win’
Development Through Cooperation,
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Sergent
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Major
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Campaign
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Campaign Station
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center and it surves for defecting
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Preface

This thesis is a historical study of political violence of the Red Terror from 1977 to 1978 in
Débra Marqos. In the course of writing this thesis the researcher has used oral sources, archival
materials and different secondary sources. Concerning oral sources, interviews were conducted
with contemporary witnesses; from different walks of life. However, it was difficult to find
informants who were active participants during the period and some informants were not ready
to give detail information by attaching it as political issue. While some others tended to
exaggerate other deeds. Hence, so as to ensure the validity of oral sources that | obtained,
triangulated with archival sources as well as with published memoirs and analyses of the period

has been made.

Archival materials obtained from both local and national archival centers or offices have also
yielded a lot of information. The sources were obtained from Débra Margos University Archival
Center (DMUAC), Red Terror Martyrs’ Memorial Monument (RTMMM), Amhara National
Regional State Higher Court and Federal Court and National Archives and Library Agency

(NALA). However, | was not able to find documents as much as | wanted.

The central theme of the study is that eventhough Red Terror is perceived as uniform every
where in the country, there were local varieties and distinctive features. The thesis revolves
around the idea that Red Terror was not as gruesome as some other areas of Ethiopia. One
veritable manifestation is the absence in Débrd Marqos of displaying victims’ bodies in selected
centers of the town to terrorize the people. This was the case in Addis Ababa and some other

major towns.



The discussion of the thesis is divided into four chapters. The first chapter discusses political
violence of the period in the light of new revolutionary ideologies imported from abroad. The
second chapter briefly discusses the Revolution and antecedents of the Red Terror. As a
background part of the thesis, this chapter depends on oral sources and published and
unpublished written materials. In this chapter an attempt has been made to show how political
parties established their structure in Dabré Marqos Town. Besides, the developments of political
violence and of revolutionary terror are also treated. The third chapter discusses the violence
during the Red Terror in Dabrd Margos Town (1977-1978). The last chapter deals with the

structural organization of the Red Terror in the town.

Even though this thesis focuses on the Red Terror in Débrd Marqos, it also tries to assess the

manner and extent of the ‘White Terror’.

This is only a preliminary attempt. Accordingly, much remains to be done in the future on the

history of Red Terror in Ethiopia in general and Dabra Margos Town in particular.



Abstract

Reconstructing the history of Red Terror in Dabra Marqos Town (1977-1978) is the focus of this
thesis. This study covers the period from February 1977 to August 1978, during which the people
of the town, like the other urban population of Gojjam, experienced the violence of the Red
Terror.

The thesis deals, among other things, with the introduction of civilian political parties into
Dabra Marqos, their political squabble and its transition to political violence. On the other
hand, tremendous efforts have been made to assess the feature of Red Terror in Dabra Marqos.
Revolutionary turmoil, clashing interpretations among the political parties and the Déarg
Regime, on how to realize socialism led to violence. The majority of those murders took place
during the 1977-1978 ‘Red Terror’, which was a campaign of urban counter-insurgency waged
by the Darg in Dabra Margos during which excessive violence was used to terrify the population
and eliminate dissent.

Moreover, the thesis treats the structural organization of the Red Terror in Dabra Margos. The
torture and killing in Dabra Margos from 1977 to 1978 were organized and executed by
institutions set up by the Darg. Institutions central to this were the abeyot tebaqga, the Qéabalé
Associations, the police force, the Revolutionary Campaign Coordinating Committee, and the
Darg Interrogation Division. In fact the role of local actors was not that much strong. Thus,
unlike the other urban parts of the country, ndsa ermeja was not implemented by local gébaleé
officials. Therefore, Red Terror’s violence, especially killings, in Dabra Margos was taken by
forces of the central security apparatus.

In sum, it is one of the gloomiest episodes in the history of Dabra Margos Town, from 1977 to
1978. Therefore, this study attempts to fill some gaps by showing the actual event in the study of
Red Terror in Dabra Marqos.
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CHAPTER ONE
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

1.1 Defining Political Violence

The meaning of political violence varies according to social and partial groups, geographical area
and historical period. The general definition of political violence is violence against humanity in
order to achieve political goal. Donatella also argues political violence as a “politically loaded”

ferocity like the French (1970s), Russian (1910s and 1920s) and Ethiopian (1970s) Terror.

Political violence is a process based on extraordinary and unacceptable acts of violence, mostly
use of physical force in order to damage a political adversary. It is committed in order to achieve
a certain psychological and political effect on identifiable groups of people i.e. people considered

. . 2
as opponent or “anti-revolutionary”.

Machiavelli and Bodin considered political violence as “an instrument for the repression, even
extermination, of political enemies, without specifically calling or defining it as terror”.® This
form of political violence was experienced in Ethiopia from September 1976, the beginning of
EPRP’s urban killings, to the declaration of Red Terror by Mengistu Haile Mariam on February

3, 1977. The period was not officially declared as ‘terror’ but it was a period of violence.

Cohan ascertains that “political violence may be deployed as a last resort, that is, only after all
channels of nonviolent protest have been exhausted”.* However, in the revolutionary period of

Ethiopia, the culture of tolerance and accommodation between/among the political rivals had

! Donatella D. Porta, Social Movements, Political Violence, and the State: A Comparative Analysis of Italy
and Germany, (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995), P.7.

% Ibid, pp.7-8.

® Arno J. Mayer, The Furies: Violence and Terror in the French and Russian Revolutions, (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 2000), p. 99.

# John Alan Cohan, “Necessity, Political Violence and Terrorism,” Stetson Law Review, 35(2006), p.913.
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progressively deteriorated. Since political disagreement was interpreted on the basis of the
Marxian political philosophy, the manner of competition was forceful. Accordingly, the the Dérg
regime and its civilian allies on the one side and the civilian political parties on the other side
deployed revolutionary terror as a means to gain dominance over their adversaries. To this end,
the justification for their violent action was that, they were defending their cause and innocent

members from the unlawful aggression of others.”

Periodically, when we think of political violence globally, the twentieth century was possibly
more violent than any other periods in recorded history. Just think of the world wars, anti-
colonial resistance movements in Africa and indeed, of revolutions and counter-revolutions.®
From among these violent episodes of the world, this thesis focuses on the revolutionary

violence; typically on the revolutionary violence in Ethiopia.

This form of violence [the revolutionary violence] happens under revolutionary governments.
From histories of revolutions, which occurred in France, then Russia and other countries, we
learn that revolution causes incalculable bloodshed, and inflicts lasting psychological and

spiritual damage on peoples of the given countries.”

In the pre-revolutionary period of Ethiopia, the source of political violence was from the leaders
and its process was one dimensional. However, in the revolutionary period, specifically during

the period of the Ethiopian Red Terror, civilian political groups were also the sources as well as

> In September 1976 EPRP declared urban assassination and they said that the justification for the change
of policy was to protect party members and the masses from the Fascist (Darg) rule. With the same yenom the
Military Government declared war of annihilation and justified its action by deriding EPRP as enemy of the people
and the sovereignty of the nation at large.

® Arno J. Mayer, The Furies, pp. 71-72.

" Gebru Tareke, The Ethiopian Revolution: War in the Horn of Africa, (London: New Heaven: 2009), p. 41.
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participants of the political violence that occurred in the country. Among the civilian political

groups, EPRP and MEISON were the main actors.

The violent political drama from 1976 to1978 redefined Ethiopia’s political tradition and
political violence in the light of new revolutionary ideologies, imported from abroad (mainly
Russia).® Therefore, those who expressed difference or held opposing views were branded as
reactionaries and physically as well as non-physically harmed by the ruling government. The
violence of symbolic or non-physical nature included acts of humiliation and coercion to induce
individuals to make self-denunciation as well as public confessions. Needless to say, in the
Ethiopian Red Terror campaign, the violent act was not only the targeted individuals or groups

but also the civilian are victimized.

The political violence of Ethiopian Red Terror was not without any precedents. Due to lack of
democratic norms and skills in Ethiopia, the country’s history is filled with numerous pages and
chapters of repressions and massacres perpetrated by those in power and/or the people in need of
change and/or resistance. Although, as Niebrug asserts that, states with a higher historical
incidence of violence have subsequently enjoyed “periods of relative tranquility”, Ethiopians

could not achieve it.°

By taking earlier violence as a precedent, Darg perpetuated political violence in the guise of
revolution but with some fundamental differences. Therefore, the acts of violence of earliest type

were committed by the Darg government, specifically from 1976 to 1978.

® Bahru Zewde, “The History of Red Terror: Context and Consequences,” in Tronvoll, Schaefer, and
Aneme. Eds. The Ethiopian Red Terror Trials: Transitional Justice Challenge, (James Currey, 2009), pp. 17-23.

% H.L.Nieburg, Political Violence: The Behavioral Process, (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1969), pp. 13-
15.



1.2 Glimpses of Political Violence in Ethiopia

Political violence has been a dominant theme throughout Ethiopian history.’® But it was
practiced in different manners. Thus, the “perception of its legitimacy”, the nature and proportion
has varied in time, scope and gravity.'" Therefore, Ethiopia’s history is replete with violence of
various nature, proportion and justification. For our purpose, the position and attitude of the
emperors towards violence in the period of “Modern Ethiopia” prior to the Ethiopian Revolution

is important.

Under this period, | try to show the bird’s eyes view of political violence during the reign of
Tewodros I, Yohannes IV, Menelik 11 and Haile Selassie 1. The political violence during these
period was varied depend on its manner, proportion and justifications of the adherents of the act.
Means of violence under this period were mostly succession to the throne, territorial expansion
and incorporation, and to dominate and sustained their political power. Therefore, since the “end
justifies the means”, normative and legal restrictions were often ignored or eroded and political

violence was unleashed.

Hence, whenever a group, class or religion, was grasped to pose a threat to the vision of the
emperor, uncontrolled violence was used against it (“the opponent™). The vision or desire may be
the cause for the violence. For instance, Emperor Tewodros’s vision for “unification and
modernization” and also the same vision by Emperor Menelik were later brought an opposition

from the regional lords and others, which in turn triggered violence.*

% Jon Abbink, “Transformations of Violence in Twentieth-Century Ethiopia: Cultural Roots, Political
Conjunctures,” Focaal, n0.25 (1995), p. 59.

" Ibid.

12 Bahru Zewde, A History of Modern Ethiopia, 1855-1874, (Addis Ababa: AAU Press, 2007), pp. 73-75.
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Others means of violence under this period were mostly succession to the throne, to maintain or
to dominate political power. Therefore, since the “end justifies the means”, normative and legal

restrictions were often ignored or eroded and political violence was unleashed.

As their rule met resistance, Ethiopian emperors resorted to physical annihilation of the
recalcitrant. In other words, violence served as an instrument to dominate and sustain their

political power.

For instant, Emperor Tewodros Il as unifier of the Ethiopian state was regarded by generations of
Ethiopian rulers and citizens as a national icon. However, as Crummey maintains ‘he was one of
the most violent of all monarchs’.’® Because, as his rule met strong resistance, he resorted
forceful action against the unruly. Thus, from 1857 to 1861, it was his inability to suppress the
rebellions of Gojjam, Wollo and the north which grew up in their shadow, which drove him to
increasingly violent and drastic measures. Gojjam under the rule of Tadla Gualu, especially after
his unsuccessful attempts to capture Améadé Basir of Wollo in 1857, was devastated by the
emperor’s army.™* This, however, could justifiable by his desire for reform and his compassion

for a lot of the common people.

Emperor Yohannes IV resorted to physical annihilation of the recalcitrant. The records indicate
that his march to subjugate and baptize the Wollo people was characterized by devastation and

massacre.” In addition, his 1888 campaign to Gojjam, “in a pretext to punish Negus Takla

3 Donald Crummey, “The Violence of Tewodros,” Journal of Ethiopian Studies, 9:2 (July 1971), p. 107.
“ Ibid, p. 116.
15 Bahru Zewde, A History of..., pp. 48-49.



Hayemanot for his defeat by the Mahdist force was also devastative to the civilian peasants of

Gojjam™.'6

Emperor Menelik Il took territorial expansion and incorporation in making of Ethiopia; he met
strong resistances from the regional lords of the southern states. Hence, to curb the strong
resistances, the emperor resorted to physical annihilation of the recalcitrant (the regional lords).

But, the civilian peasants were also highly affected by the campaign.*’

The case of political supremacy was also a factor for the means of political violence. In this case,
following the appointment of Ras Imeru, in 1932, as a governor of Gojjam, the members of the
Gojjam ruling class were in an opposition against the central government thereby to restore their
traditional rule on the one side, and the central government to enforce its administrative
adjustment on the other side. Consequently, in 1935/36 as result of the opposition from the seat,
Débrd Marqos Town, the resistance from the central government was destructive on the

civilians.'®

Political violence in Ethiopia was not only committed by the Ethiopians on the Ethiopians, but it
was also committed by the Italian invaders from 1936 to 1941. Because of the legitimacy of the
Italians was never accepted by the Ethiopian population they introduced terror and violence.
Specifically, the 1937 violence after an assassination attempt on the ‘viceroy’ Graziani was

purpusful mass murder targeting a particular group (modern educated Ethiopians).*®

16 Abdussamad H. Ahmad, “Emperor Yohannis' Campaign in Gojjam August 1888 to February 1889,”
North East African Studies, 13:1(1991), pp. 2-4.
17

8 Nega Ayele, “Centralization versus Regionalism in Ethiopia: The Case of Gojjam 1932-1969,” BA
Senior Essay, Department of Political Science and Government, HSIU, June 1970, pp. 17-18.
19 Bahru Zewde, A History of Modern..., p. 167.
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Emperor Haile Selassie | after the Restoration meted out to official violence to the people at
large. Rebellions in Gojjam, Balé, Tigray, the Somali, the Afar, etc. were brutally crushed.?

Even peaceful demonstrators were also hit, gunned or killed.?

The difference between how the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and the Red Terror violence
is simply a matter of style, organizational scale, extent and justification. Like the previous
regimes, the Derg committed murders or mass Killings against its opponents. But, what makes

the Red Terror violence unique was that, “the scale of violence and the aspect of impunity”.??

In terms of its structural organization or instruments of violence, most importantly it was carried
out most importantly by both the local people (those who allied with the regime) and the top
officials of the regime against the so-called “anti-revolutionaries”.”® In other words it was

“bottom-up and top-bottom” political violence.

The continuity of political violence and brutality was quite obvious. Emperor Tewodros Il cast
victims from cliffs, hanged them to die or hacked off their limbs and sent them home to terrify
the population.”® Emperor Yohannis IV and Haile Selassie | also practiced violent acts in a
different manner. The Déarg on its part displayed mutilated corpses on the street to achieve the

same goal.

However, unlike the former regimes, Killings during the Red Terror were ideologically

motivated. As a result, they used violence without any compromise because they believed that,

% See more, Gebru Tareke, Ethiopia: Power and Protest, Peasant Revolts in the Twentieth Century,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991), pp. 89-192.

“! Ibid; Babile Tola, To kill a Generation, (Washington, DC: Free Ethiopia Press, 1989), p. 6.

22 jon Abbink, “Transformations of Violence.. ., p. 59.

% Ibid, p. 66.

% Donald Crummey, “The Violence...,” PP.114-116.
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“compromise in the struggle was not seen as the distinguishing mark of a true revolutionary”.”®

However, since all of the adversaries were Marxist and their interest was to create a socialist
Ethiopia, the violence was the result of conflicts of ‘negotiable’ principles and ambitions.?®

Therefore, | strongly argues that the conflict was avoidable.

Furthermore, there was also a difference in the terminology or vocabulary they used. The
Ethiopian Red Terror brought new vocabulary to the political violence. In the discourse used by
the military regime Stalinist concepts were applied. Thus, the word ‘reactionary’ (in Amharic,
Ad’hari) and ‘enemies of the people’ (in Amharic Saré Hezb) were introduced to the political

arena as a means of repression and killings.

Therefore, this thesis examines the political violence during the Derg regime specifically the
episode of the Red Terror campaign, in Dabrd Margos Town. From 1880, Dé&br&d Margos had
served as the seat of Gojjam Province.?’” It was also the capital of Gojjam Administrative Region
during the Déarg period. It was also one of the seven awrajas of the province and administrative
center of Dabr&d Marqos awraja. Besides, it was the administrative center of Gozamen Warada,
one of the seven Waradas of Dabra Marqos awraja. Most of the central government’s ministerial

branches and other offices were established in this town.?®

% pietro Toggia, “The Revolutionary Endgame of Political Power: the Genealogy of ‘Red Terror’ in
Ethiopia,” African Identities, 10:3(2012), p.268.

% Gebru Tareke, The Ethiopian Revolution: War in the Horn of Africa, (London: New Heaven, 2009), p.
41.

%" |bid, Ethiopia: Power and Protest..., p. 161.

%8 Abel Kassahun, “Dabra Marqos: Foundation, Growth and Development up to 1941,” BA Senior Essay,
Department of History, AAU, June 1984, p. 4.



CHAPTER TWO
THE 1974 REVOLUTION AND ANTECEDENTS OF THE ETHIOPIAN

RED TERROR

The early 1974 popular uprising exploded on the Ethiopian political scene. The urban upsurge
which involved students, teachers, unemployed youth, civil servants, taxi drivers and soldiers
reached its climax in February 1974. The deteriorating conditions and the uprising against the

ageing monarch, hence, the armed forces overthrew Emperor Haile Selassie’s rule in 1974.

It was few radicals among the Ethiopian students at home who laid the foundations of revolution
in Ethiopia. Albeit, the radical intellectual did play a prominent part in giving the struggle its
depth and momentum, none of them were strongly organized enough to imprint themselves on
the situation.? Hence, due to the absence of well-organized civilian political groups, the
‘Bloodless Revolution” was shatched by the men in uniform from the genuine Ethiopian

revolutionaries.

Therefore, on September 12, 1974 the Provisional Military Administration Council (PMAC)
(known in Amharic as Darg) was formed by junior officers of the Ethiopian army.® Since then,
oppositions against the government began to erupt from different sectors of the society. This
opposition to the Darg government was quickly transformed into strong rivalries. By its form
this struggle was two dimensional. On the one side, it was between the military and the civilian

political group(s) and on the other side; it was among the civilian political factions. More

! Bahru Zewde, A History of Modern ..., p. 163.
2 Babile Tola, 7o kill..., p.23.
® Nagarit Gazéfa, Proclamation No. 1, 1974, 34" Year, 12 September 1974, p.1.
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specifically, the conflict within the civilian political groups was complicated. Consequently,

those rivalries were transcending into bloody confrontations.

Therefore, in this chapter the major incidences; national as well as regional that could be taken as

contributory factor for the Red Terror in Dabra Marqos are discussed.
2.1 Political Rivalry between the Military and the Civilian Leftist Parties

When the Darg grabbed power in 1974, it promised that the new leaders could not repeat the
excesses of the old order and it would hand over authority to a civilian government as soon as

possible.* However, on September 12, 1974, the PMAC assumed full state power.’

Henceforth, the junior military officers who formed the Déarg took the call for revolution as an
opportunity for the military to seize power and its own vision of change.® Therefore, in spite of
its promise, the military junta curtailed basic democratic rights which the revolution stood for
and it dropped the promise to handover authority to civilians.” Spontaneously, Darg (the well-
organized and disciplined, but non-Marxist group) strengthened its hold on power day by day

and considered itself to be the sole protectorate of the revolution.

Consequently, opposition to the setting up of the PMAC came from different parts such as, the
students, the university teachers’ group known as Forum, the labour organization (Confederation

Ethiopian Labour Union, CELU) and the clandestine leftist organizations (Democracia and

* Edmond J. Keller, “State, Party, and Revolution in Ethiopia,” African Studies Review, 28:1 (March,
1985), p.3.

® Edward Kissi, Revolution and Genocide in Ethiopia and Cambodia, (Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield
Publishing Group, 2006), p.38; Bahru, A History of Modern..., p.236

® Ibid, p.xx

" Bahru Zewde, 4 History of Modern..., p.236; John Markakis and Nega Ayele, Class and Revolution in
Ethiopia, (The Red Sea Press, 1986), pp.114-116; Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution 1974-1987: A
Transformation from an Aristocratic to a Totalitarian Aristocracy, (London: Cambridge University Press, 1993)
p.71, 80.
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Yéasafiw Hezeb Demse).® Clear and official opposition came first from CELU. On its annual
congress, which was held from September 15 to 17, 1974, the congress passed a resolutions
calling for the respect of democratic rights and the formation of Provisional Popular Government
(PPG).® The Darg rather than answering their demands, arrested leaders of mass organizations

who protested the curtailing of democratic rights and demanded the people’s government.

Moreover, even within the military rank, the lower Darg units of the Engineers Corps, the Air
Force, and the Army Aviation also opposed Darg’s control of state power. These groups showed

their support for the call of the civilian government.*

The most important opposition, especially in the long run, came from two budding underground
political organizations, namely the Democracia group which subsequently crystalized into the
Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Party (EPRP) and the Yasafiw Hezb Dems group which was
the slogan of All-Ethiopian Socialist Movement (acronym in Amharic, MEISON).** Both of
them were by-products of the international Ethiopian Students Movement (ESM), established
several years before 1974 among veterans of the student movement abroad.? They surfaced in
the capital, Addis Ababa soon after the February upheaval. The leadership of EPRP returned to

Ethiopia in July 1974 and launched its weekly paper (Democracia) in the same month.™

Then, they expanded into the countryside following the Development Through Cooperation,

Enlightenment and Work Campaign or in Amharic edegdt baheberat yawaqt ena yasera

8 In the early years, the terms Democracia and Yasafiw Hezeb Demse were popularly used to refer to both
the papers and the organizations which produced them; later, however, the producers became known as EPRP and
MEISON, respectively.

® Bahru Zewde, 4 History of Modern..., p. 263.

1% Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution..., p.80; Marina and David Ottaway, Ethiopia: Empire
in Revolution, (New York: Africana, 1987), p.59; Wudu Tafete, “M4iison: From Opposition to Critical Support,
1974-1977,” Journal of Ethiopian Studies, 44(December, 2011), p. 53.

1 Bahru Zewde, A History of Modern..., p. 263; Andargachew, Ethiopian Revolution..., p.75.

1; Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution..., p.75; Bahru, A History of Modern..., P. 263.

Ibid, p. 75.
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zimdca.** The Campaigners were sent to different parts of the country. Like the other parts of the
country, campaigners were also sent to Gojjam Province. For each waréda between 20 and 25
campaigners were assigned.”® Therefore, since most of the members were students, the party
politics was also expanded to the countryside. So that, started from the Zimdca (Literally
meaning Campaign), the organizational activities of the two parties were formed in different

parts of the province.

Hence, EPRP introduced into Gojjam in general and Dabra Marqos Town in particular by the
Zdmac (Literal meaning Campaigner); they were teachers and students. Every zdmdca tabiya
(Literal meaning Campaign Station) in the province had its own underground leadership as well
as a democratically elected body accountable to the collective assembly of the Zdmdca members.
These were linked to the warada as well as provincial underground leadership bodies.'®
Accordingly, in Dabra Margos town the EPRP established its local political network.'” Then, the

Zonal as well as Sub-Zonal Committees were secretly set up its own structure until the waradas.

EPRP formed a strong party’s structure in the Province of Gojjam and Déabrd Margos was its
center. Hence, the party had strong organizational activities in the town. Members of the Zonal
Committee of Dabra Marqos were Alamayahu Tamasgan, Mélaku Waéldaténsay, Canyalaw Kase,

Zayenu Endris, Ababa Ayaléw, and Samuél Tadasa.® Among those, Samuel Tadésa, Ababa

 The Development Through Cooperation, Enlightnemnt and Work Campaign is known in Amharic,
Edegiit Biheberdt Yiwdqt Ena Ydsera Zdimdca members and supporters of the oppositions argued that the aim of
Zdmdca was to remove the students who were against the military regime from the urban center. This campaign was
declared by the government on 25 November 1974 and it officially launched on December 1974. Eventually, close
to 60,000 students and teachers were involved. Both EPRP’s and MEISON’s members participated in the program.
Né&garit Gazeta, Proclamation No. 11, 1974, 34" Year, No. 10, 25 November, 1974, p.40.

% Informant: Qomcd Ambaw; Genzeb Atalay, “Red Terror in Gojjam; 1976-1978,” MA Thesis,
Department of History, BDU, June 2012, p. 28.

18 Informants: Asiber Waldasanbat and Tamésgan Alamayahu.

" Genzeb Atalay, “Red Terror...,” p. 32.

18 Canyalalaw Kase, Kddimdlase Yamagaber Afafe, (Addis Ababa: Far East Printing Press, 2004), pp. 74-
83; Informant: A§dber Waldasinbit.
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Avyaléw, Zayenu Endris were teachers in DMGSS.* Canyaldw Kase was a civil servant who
works in Dabra Marqos Health Center. Aldmayahu Tamasgan was the head of the committee and

sent from the capital, Addis Ababa, to organize the party in the Province of Gojjam.*

In addition, there were also Sub-Zonal Committee members, among those Mulugéta Bezunah,
Alameriw B., Gezatiw Terunih and Estifanos Gabramasqgal were very figurative.”* The youth
wing of the EPRP, “EPRYL which made itself public on March 8, 1977”,** was also set up and
was led by Ewunitu Ababa, who was a student of grade 9 at DMGSS.?® According to my

informants, the EPRYL had more than two hundred members in Dabra Marqos Town.?*

Parallel with EPRP, MEISON members were also participants of the Zdmdca program. But,
according to my informants, MEISON was not persuasive enough to introduce itself into the
area.” But, it introduced into the area following the structural setting up of the POMOA, since

May 1975 i.e. after its official declaration.

As | stated before, the most important demands of EPRP and MEISON were people’s democratic
rights and the formation of a PPG.?® Therefore, due to those demands, the time following the
overthrow of the imperial regime was a period of political debate between the civilian political

groups and the Darg government.?’

19 Informant: Asiber Wildasanbat and Tamasgan Aldamayahu.

2 Canyalalaw Kase, Kdidimilase..., pp. 74-83.

! Gezataw Terunihe, Nifes Aden Ruca bi Abaye Siligo, (Addis Ababa: Afro Printing Press, 1996 E.C.),
p. 95.

ZKiflu Tadesse, The Generation, Part I1: Ethiopia: Transformation and Conflict, The History of the
Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Party, (Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 1998), p. 284.

28 Canyalalaw Kase, Kdddmdlase. .., P.76.

2‘5‘ Informants: Alimayahu Balaye and Tamésgan Alamayéhu.

Ibid.

% Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution..., p. 75.

*" Following the military control of power MEISON and EPRP were showing their demand through their
pamphlets. For instance, “Démocraciyawi ripublik woyes ydwéatadar mangest?”, Yaséfiw Hezeb Demse-MEISON’s
organ, No.4, 5 Pagumeé 1966 E.C.; “lawut lahezb b&hezb”, Democracia- EPRP’s organ, No.3, 25 H&mlé 1966 E.C.

13



In fact, the demand for PPG was raised at the time of early 1974 popular uprising, primarily
because Haile Selassie's government was crumbling and there was no obvious organized group

to replace it.?® But, it also continued even after the PMAC controlled the state power.

Paradoxically, Darg soon established itself as a ‘permanent and irrevocable self-perpetuating
groups’ rejecting all calls for civilians rule.? Then it took charge of the revolutionary process
and considered itself as a guardian of the Ethiopian Revolution. Hence, the regime had faced

staunch opposition from the civilian political groups.®

Accordingly, the most significant and consistent opposition at a time came from the EPRP which
tried to undermine the regime by disseminating clandestine leaflets. Furthermore, it had
successfully organized labor unions and youth associations to rally behind it.** Besides, when the
Darg frustrated the labor strike, MEISON, like EPRP continued to denounce the Darg's
repressive measures as anti-people and anti-democratic.* They were not only denounced it, but
also called for other military units to stage their struggle against the government of elite

officers.®

Although unwilling to concede power to the civilians, the PMAC took some radical measures in
response to the popular mood and in the hope of appeasing its leftist critics.>* Therefore, from its
onset it attempted to catch the attentions and the support of the Ethiopian left by declaring its

socialist intentions in its program with the motto “Ityopia Teqdam Yalamenem Dam” (Ethiopia

%8 Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution. .., p. 147.

# Fred Halliday and Maxine Molyneux, The Ethiopian Revolution, (London: Verso Editions and NLB,
1981), p.87.

% Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution..., p.123.

! Edmond J. Keller, “State, Party and Revolution in Ethiopia,” African Studies Review, 28:1(March 1985),
pp. 1-17.

¥ Wudu Tafete, “Méison...,” p. 54.

% Ibid, pp.53-54; Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution..., p.77.

% Gebru Tareke, “The Red Terror in Ethiopia: A Historical Aberration,” Journal of Developing Societies,
24:2(2008), p.190; Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution..., p. 86.
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First without Bloodshed).*® However, the leftist political groups accused the PMAC as it had no

defined ideology that could serve the broaSd masses equally.*®

Accordingly, on 20 December 1974, the Darg declared that its ‘political philosophy’ was
“Hebratasabawinat” (a form of Ethiopian Socialism). The Déarg policy statement explained that
the philosophy was derived from an interpretation of “Ityopia Tegeddm” (Ethiopia First) and
from Ethiopian culture and religions.®’ But this was also criticized by those groups for failing to

distinguish classes and for deviating from “the only scientific Socialism".*

The Darg’s earlier policy statements were vague enough to allow any interpretation. As a result
of the leftists’ pressure, Darg translated ‘Ethiopian Socialism’, in the course of 1975, in practice
by adopting nationalization measures.*® Subsequently, Darg pursued a series of nationalization
measures. Most importantly, Darg’s radical measure on nationalization of rural and urban lands
brought new structural organizations; Urban Dwellers and Peasant Associations were the major
ones.*® Those associations became the most important forums in which the struggle for power by

various factional contenders was fought out in subsequent years.**

In the course of their rivalry against the Dérg, the two leftist political parties were parting from
their mutual opposition against the regime. This was when MEISON’s external wing came back

home eventually persuaded by the D&rg’s radical initiatives of the land reform. As a result, in

% Edmond J. Keller, Revolutionary Ethiopia: From Empire to People’s Republic, (Indiana University
Press, 1988), p. 213.

% Rene Lefort, Ethiopia: An Heretical Revolution? trans. A. Berrett (London: Zed Press, 1981), p. 156.

3" Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution..., pp. 86-87.

% “Yiityiopia SoSiyalizem Wiyenes Sayensawi sosiylizm”, Yi Sifiw Hezb Demse, No.19, Ter 1, 1967 E.C;
Men Ayenat Sosiyalizm, Democracia, No.20, Tahesas 16, 1967 E.C.

¥ Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution, p. 87.

“0 Nagarit Gazéfa, Proclamation No.47, 1975, 34" year, No. 41, July 26, 1975, p. 209.
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December 1975, MEISON transformed itself from an opposition to a full-fledged supporter of

the Darg under the guise of “critical support’.42

The MEISON’s political influence was thus closely tied to the connections that its leadership
developed with the radical wing of the Déarg. It had as a secret motive to eventually capture
power by removing Mangestu and the Darg.*® Henceforth, as a critical juncture MEISON opted
to support Méngestu’s wing of Darg, against the universal demand for democracy and freedom.
And it immediately dropped the slogan for a PPG. This marked the bold boarder between the two

civilian political groups which resulted for fierce competition in the subsequent years.

For the EPRP, the military regime’s radical reforms and its collaboration with MEISON
represented a significant challenge. With its anti-Darg polemics significantly weakened, this
forced the party to insist on democratic rights and on the persistence of military rule as the issue
the regime had not, and was not likely to resolve.** Henceforth, the establishment of a PPG that
would setup a republic where democracy and freedom would thrive became the main agenda of

the EPRP’s opposition.*®

In the meantime, Darg developed a strategy to bring opposition leftist political groups towards
its side. Hence, it invited the opposition leftist political groups to form a joint front.*® Thus, other
organizations with similar strategies and tactics as that of MEISON mushroomed around the
Darg such as the Ethiopian Oppressed Revolutionary Struggle (acronym in Ambharic, I¢e at), the

Marxist Leninist Revolutionary Organization (acronym in Ambharic, Malerid), the Proletarian

2 Jacob Wiebel, “Revolutionary Terror Campaign in Addis Ababa, 1976-1978,” PHD in History,
University of Oxford, 2014, pp. 81-82; Wudu Tafete, “Maison...,” p.16.

*® Gebru Tareke, “The Red Terror...,” p.192.

* Kiflu Tadesse, The Generation, Part I1..., p. 30; Jacob Wiebel, “Revolutionary Terror...,” p. 82.

* Wudu Tafete,”Miison...,” pp. 50-51.

“® Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution..., pp. 176-178.
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League (acronym in Amharic, Wazlig) and the Revolutionary Flame (acronym in Amharic,

Abiyotawi Sadad).*’

However, EPRP rejected the calls believing that to work with the military junta was to give
legitimacy to a regime that hijacked power and held it undemocratically.*® Hence, it made the
party as the only opponent from the center (urban area). Therefore, EPRP diametrically moved in
the direction against those the amalgamated parties, whom it labeled as “bandas”.* Literally

‘banda’ means ‘collaborators’ and it called the ruling government “Fascist”.

In December 1975, the government together with those political groups established the
Provisional Office of Mass Organizational Affairs (POMOA).>® MEISON carried out political
and ideological tasks of the regime from 1975 until the culmination of the Red Terror. To this
end it recruited members and branches were established in many parts of the country. As part of
the country, the structure of POMOA was set up in Gojjam at D&br& Marqos, the capital of the
province. Therefore, political parties those were around the Darg got the chance to assign their

party members in some positions of this organization.

However, according to my informants, unlike the other parts of the country, the staff members
were most importantly recruited from members of the organizations other than Maison.>* Among
those, Habte Ayalew from Wazlig, Adisu Ababa from Malérid and Fakadu Tégah from

Abiyotawi Sadad were well-known members of the POMOA staff in Dabréd Margos town. They

*" Ibid, pp. 130-134; Edmond J. Keller, Revolutionary Ethiopia..., p.199.

“® Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution, pp. 176-178.

* The name given to traitors, those fought alongside the Italian fascist army during its occupation of
Ethiopia.

% Fred Halliday and Maxine Molyneux, The Ethiopian Revolution, pp.128-129. The Dérg announced that
its ultimate intention was to form a mass vanguard party to incorporate all Ethiopians. It was supportive to move the
Déarg forward with ideological support from member parties. Then the government officially established the
POMOA on 12 May 1976. N&garit Gazéta, Proclamation No. 91, 1976, 35" year, No.33, 12 May 1976, p. 215.

1 At the capital, MEISON cadres occupied a number of ministerial posts and participated in the
development of different economic and social policies of the regime.
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also played a great role during the political rivalries and the subsequent bloody confrontations of

the EPRP and Dérg in the town.>?

Saliga Mile’aku Biqild, who was “the Vice Leader of Gojjam Province since 22 February
1976”,%% was assigned as leader of the POMOA in Dabra Margos. The organization carried out
political and ideological tasks of the regime from its establishment until the culmination of the
Red Terror in the town. The rivalry significantly was between the POMOA and the EPRP.
Therefore, the POMOA worked to defame the EPRP members within the community. For
instance, though both the ruling government [Déarg] as well as the EPRP’s socialist ideology was
in contradiction of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, they worked with elders to educate the
community as they [EPRP members] were anti-Christianity and of Ethiopian unity. However,

they couldn’t stop their activities in the town rather they made their activity to be more secret.>*

The POMOA also served as an instrument for the radical group of Dérg (Saliga Mangestu’s
group) to equip them for confrontation with the future political rivalries; internal as well as
external. One of its contributions was the school of politics, called Yakatit 66. So, at Yakatit 66
Political School, cadres of the military regime were able to acquire new political indoctrination.
The staffs in Dabra Margos were also sent to the school for political education.>® Their cadres

developed “new political discourses legitimizing its political use of violence”.*®

Then, in April 1976, POMOA launched a program known as the National Democratic

Revolution (NDR) that envisioned “a socialist people’s democratic republic led by the proletariat

*2 Informants: Agiber Wildasanbat and Taméasgan Alamayahu.

5% Nagarit Gazéta, General Notice No. 8, 35" Year, 1976, No.33, 12 May 1976, p.10.
> Informant: Qomga Ambaw.

* |bid.

% Jacob Wiebel, “Revolutionary Terror...,” p. 83.
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in alliance with the peasants and the backing of the petty bourgeoisie”.>” The program gave
priority to the establishment of Leninist Party rather than the formation of a non-provisional
government. It represented massive ideological shift, from ‘Ethiopian Socialism’ to scientific
socialism. However, EPRP rejected the program and argued that the NDR was begging not to
answer the decisive questions concerning the status of the D&arg and the shift to people’s

democracy.>® Henceforth, their conflict began to follow the socialist discourse.

The Darg and its political allies began to use ideological terminologies against their opponent,
EPRP. Thus, they labeled the EPRP and all those who had fought against the feudal regime and
who refused to accept the authoritarian military rule as “enemies to the people” (in Amharic Sdrd
Hezb). Consequently, the Darg, influenced by the intellectual leftist groups from POMOA, was
then given the insistence that “counter-revolutionaries” must be eliminated. EPRP on its part was
ready to wage urban guerrilla warfare, in order to bring down the Darg.*® Therefore, the

repression of Darg shifted the rivalry into political violence.

It is argued that the establishment of POMOA in 1975 and the declaration of NDR after a year
raised issues which led to a strong confrontation between the strong leftist political groups, i.e.
MEISON supported with the ruling regime on the one side and EPRP on the other side. Later, it

carried the conflict further into the realm of violence.
2.2 Political Commotion and Rivalry between the EPRP and MEISON

Of all leftist political organizations which emerged following the February Revolution, EPRP

and MEISON had the greatest effect on the ideological development and influence on the Déarg

> Provisional Office of Mass Organizational Affairs, Agitation, Propoganda and Education Committee,
Basic Document of the Ethiopian Revolution, (Addis Ababa: Berhanina Selam Printing Press, May 1977), P.11.

% Kiflu Tadesse, The Generation Part I1..., pp. 61-62; Jacob, “Revolutionary Terror...,” p. 85.

% Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution..., pp. 130-131.
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and guiding the Ethiopian Revolution. They were also engrossed in an intense political debate

between themselves.

In fact, both of them shared the same ideology. But, by reflecting pre-existing divisions in the
student movement in abroad, they entered the revolutionary period in a divided spirit.*° Among
their differences, the kind of democracy envisioned and their attitude to the military regime were
the major ones.®* EPRP pressed for an unlimited people’s democracy guided by people’s
government whereas, MEISON favored controlled democracy, guided by a vanguard party.®

Therefore, it declared that, it stood for “an armed, politically conscious and organized struggle”

and to work with Darg.®

The two parties also had disparate programs towards the military government. The EPRP’s view
tended towards favoring the immediate disengagement of the military from a leadership role in
the revolution. On the contrary, MEISON acknowledged the interim role of the army in a
government and supported not a mass but a vanguard party.** Accordingly, EPRP demanded
unconditional formation of a PPG whereas; MEISON had decided to work with the Dérg.* The
decision was ensued following the arrival of its leading activists, among them Hayelé Fida,
Nagada Gobazé and Andargacaw Asaged.® The emphasis then shifted to the question of political
power.®” Henceforth, both EPRP and MEISON were engaged in relentless struggle for power.

Significantly, a strategic shift of MEISON on the side of the Darg, amplified its differences with

% Edmond J. Keller, “The Ethiopian Revolution; How Socialist in it?,” Journal of African Studies,
1:2(1984), p.55.

® Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian..., p. 89.

%2 Edmond J. Keller, “State, Party...,” p. 4.
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® Kiflu Tadesse, The Generation Part II..., p. 74.
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20



EPRP. As Kiflu concurs “the alliance of MEISON with the Darg was one of the events that

EPRP dreaded most”.%®

Though the differences between them had been simmering under the surface for a long time,
EPRP and MEISON did not make them public until the end of 1975. As of then, they engaged in
rigorous debates through semi-clandestine political pamphlets and government owned
newspaper. The debate first took place in the pages of their clandestine newspapers Democracia

and Yasafiw Hezb Demge that belonged to EPRP and MEISON, respectively.®®

In addition to their pamphlets, they were also in a war of pen on a column in the Amharic-
language official daily newspaper (Addis Z&man) called ‘Abeyotawi Madrék’ (Revolutionary
Forum).” The newspaper devoted for several months in early 1976 to the purpose of airing their
differences publicly.”* On this newspaper, each of them called themselves as a true revolutionary
and its counterpart as counter-revolutionary. As a result of this polemics, the Revolutionary

Forum made them more irreconcilable.”

Moreover, the various zdimdca tabiyawo¢ (Campaign Stations) were used as political
battlegrounds between the members of the two parties. Their discussions were mainly focused on
socialism and the situation of the country; Ethiopia. As it was already stated, campaigners were
sent to Gojjam Province from the capital of the country. Beside the work of the zdmadca, the

campaigners were enthusiastically engaged in their political activities for their respective party.”

% Kiflu Tadesse, The Generation Part I, p. 72

% Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution..., p.143.

0 Abiyotawi Madrak was one of the first projects which POMOA embarked as an instrument for political
and ideological education.
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Hence, it facilitated the activities of the EPRP to get popular support in the area. It also

contributed for the rivalry between EPRP and the POMOA in Débra Marqos town.

Therefore, bitter ideological conflicts erupted between the two most powerful civilian groups.”
MEISON supported the Darg while the EPRP tried to undermine it and both of them needed a
political power. However, EPRP critically opposed MEISON’s stand as an opportunistic and

labeling them as “Muheran Banda”, in English, Intellectual Collaborators.

Intense political struggle took place between the two groups and as their relationship continued
deteriorating, they began to label each other as enemy. Accordingly, each of them called the
other political organization as ‘counter-revolutionary’. Thus, EPRP began labeling MEISON as
Banda. The MEISON was not short of labels, either. It called the EPRP ‘anarchist’, ‘fascist’,

‘terrorist’, etc., throwing back at the EPRP much of what the EPRP said of it.

In the last days of 1975, POMOA was formed by the union of five political parties that emerged
following the February Revolution. Kiflu maintains that “because of POMOA/MEISON’s
involvement [in the Darg government], the main differences that separated radicals themselves
became the concern of the state power and apparatus."’”® This organization had many
opportunities for the MEISON’s cadres to use its structure, to challenge EPRP’s political

activity.

MEISON cadres were assigned to the function of coordinating the political activities of several
organizations; including Urban and Rural Associations, Trade Unions and others.”® Therefore, by

using its leading position in those organizations MEISON crystalized itself to challenge its

™ Edmond J. Keller, Revolutionary Ethiopia ..., p.199.
> Kiflu Tadesse, The Generation |1, p. 69.
’® John Markakis and Nega Ayele, Class and Revolution..., p. 157.

22



counterparts.”” Significantly, the POMOA and its control by MEISON’s cadres brought profound
effect on the development of political violence, which later came to be known as the Ethiopian
Red Terror. But, in Dabrd Marqos, the influence of Wéazlig and Abeyotawi Sadad on the POMOA

was gigantic.”®

Gradually, the political rivalry between the two leftist political groups developed into preparation
for an imminent fratricidal political conflict. The turning point was the adoption of NDR
program in April 1976 and immediate rejection of EPRP. Since then, political groups began to
examine how political space was claimed, challenged and defined.” This competition was
mostly seen in the “Abeyotawi M&drék” (Revolutionary Forum) and the “Yaweyeyet Kebas”

(Discussion Club).

The ‘Revolutionary Forum’ provided an opportunity for the opposition groups and individuals to
write articles in government controlled newspapers. By using those means of communication
(Addis Zaman), they did a lot “to shape the thinking of the general population” on what should
be the nature of the new Ethiopia.®® There were also intense debates in ‘Discussion Clubs’.2! The
“clubs” were formed by the POMOA in the various government institutions, gabales, factories
and others. Accordingly, in Dabrd Marqos, there were clubs in each of the eleven gébalés and
Débré Marqos General Secondary School (DMGSS). Its prime objective was to involve people
in the political struggle of the regime. But it became a political battleground of the political rivals

in a competition for political space. The competition was mainly between members of the

" bid.

"8 Canyaldlaw Kase, Kdadimdlase.., pp.4-T.

7 Jacob Wiebel, “Revolutionary Terror...,” pp. 85-86.
8 Edmond J. Keller, Revolutionary Ethiopia..., p.197
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POMOA other than MEISON and the EPRP.* As a result of the insistence of the students, those
were supporters of the EPRP, two discussion clubs; namely History and Amharic Clubs were
secretly formed in DMGSS.® Therefore, within those clubs, EPRP competes for political space

and was able to get support from the students.

Another competition was to control institutional structures within the qgabalé, which was
established following “nationalizations of private residential properties in August 1975”8 The
Darg had established new Qé&balé Associations (QA) to administer the towns and those new
local assets. Therefore, until August 1976, qgabalés were turned into center of political
competition for control of the newly emerging public space and institutional structures, which

were formed under it.®°

Under this phase of struggle, infiltration also appeared as a form of rivalry. It was practiced to
obtain information about the activities of the infiltrated groups and the regime.®® Mostly it was
practiced by EPRP members. After the end of the national Campaign Program, in July 1976, the
EPRP cadres who returned from the campaign began to infiltrate mass organizations and
professional associations. Hence, the urban associations, peasant associations, and even military
units became their targets of infiltration.?” Accordingly, EPRP in Dabra Marqos became more
influential and enable to infiltrate provincial branch of the Ethiopian Teachers’ Association, the
students, peasants and the POMOA in Débré Marqos. For instance, ASiaber Wildédsidnbét was one

of the prominent members of EPRP in Dabrd Marqos. He was the Secretary of the Ethiopian

8 Gezatiw Terunihe, Nifes Aden..., p. 96; Informants: Mabet Gezagiw and Alamayéihu Balaye.

% Ibid, pp. 96-97.

8 Nagarit Gazéfa, Proclamation No. 47, 1975, 34™ Year, No. 41, July 26, 1975, p. 209.

® Jacob Wiebel, “Revolutionary Terror...,” p. 87.

8 Infiltration was served to acquire information about the overall activities of the organization. Kiflu
Tadesse, The Generation Il..., p. 75.

8 John Markakis and Nega Ayele, Class and Revolution..., pp. 154-155; Andargachew Tiruneh, The
Ethiopian Revolution..., p. 141.
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Teachers’ Association (ETA) in Gojjam province. Therefore, though he has worked with the

government, he tried to his best for his party.®®

MEISON on its side claimed to be a Marxist-Leninist political organization and as such sought
to integrate itself with the progressive social groups. The creation of mass organizations
particularly the Urban Dwellers’ Association and Peasant Associations at the end of 1975, gave
MEISON an important opportunity. Thereafter, its members dominated the Urban Dwellers’
Association leadership. This enabled the party to struggle against the EPRP’s infiltration of the
association.®® However, it was not competitive with the EPRP in Gojjam in general and Débra

Margos town in particular.

Even though the EPRP and MEISON conducted intense political struggles amongst themselves,
initially the average citizens were unable to understand their difference. Specially, the non-
partisan intellectuals regarded the difference between the two groups as semantic.*® Through
time, members began to develop an identity makeup between the two major political adversaries.
Hence, members began to develop their vocabulary to reflect the EPRP and MEISON’s usage of

political terms and thereby to broadcast their new identity.™*

The very word for ‘proletarian’ became a site political struggle between EPRP and the MEISON.
The EPRP used a word based on the word for ‘sweat’- Lab- to produce Labadar (Al
nLC/ANLE), whilst MEISON used Wézadar (0'H ALC/@MMLC), a word derived from Waz

meaning ‘moist skin’, but with a connotation of beauty and comfort.”? The other word ‘victory’

was a word which served as a slogan of the respective parties. But, used in different way, EPRP

® Informants: Tamasgin Alimayihu, A§iber Wilddsanbit and Alimayih Bilaye.
8 Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution..., p. 141.

% Kiflu Tadesse, The Generation Part Il..., p.75.

% Jacob Wiebel, “Revolutionary Terror...,” p. 91.

%2 Fred Halliday and Maxine Molyneux, The Ethiopian Revolution..., p.138.
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used Enacinefalin (hGT74-07), whilst MEISON used Enasinefalin (hG074-A7), the words

have the same meaning ‘we will win>.%

Starting from its formation, POMOA played a leading role in repressing dissent and opposition
activities in different places. Even though, POMOA worked to repress EPRP’s oppositions, in its
political activities, it was excelled by the political organizations, which were collaborating with
the Darg. As a result, political developments took a different and unhealthy turn when Dérg and
its supporters came to realize that they were excelled by the EPRP’s organizational capacity.
EPRP demonstrated this massive show of force in May Day celebration of 1976 at national

level %

The civilian political parties' (especially, EPRP and MEISON) inability to solve and handle
contradiction, the stage was set for a violent confrontation. Therefore, the absence of tolerance
and accommodation between the civilian political parties and the ideological debate almost

“inexorably drifted into a campaign of mutual extermination”.*

Therefore, those political parties (MEISON backed with the regime and the EPRP on the other
side) began to prepare themselves for the imminent confrontation. A violent escalation of these
conflicts was expected by both sides. The 1976 May Day demonstrations confirmed such
expectations.” Therefore, these political parties began to prepare themselves for the imminent

confrontation. Thus violent escalation of these conflicts was expected by all sides.

Therefore, the period from April 1976 to September 1976 was a period of preparation for the

looming conflict between the MEISON- Dérg and the EPRP. Thus, during this period, EPRP

% Informants: Mibet Gezaciw and Qomegi Ambaw.
% Bahru Zewde, A History of Modern .., p. 247.

% Ibid, p. 244.
% Jacob Wiebel, “Revolutionary Terror...,” p. 92.
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was concentrated on organizational and propaganda work and continued its coercive criticism of
the military rules.’” Along with its critics, the party prepared itself for a forceful confrontation.
For this reason, the urban military wing which was formed as early as 1974 was engaged in
training and conducting studies of the “future targets”.*® Therefore, the EPRP prepared itself by
establishing “urban defense squads” at the center in July 1976.% Then the structure spread to
other parts of the country where there were relatively stable organizational structure of the party.
Among them the Province of Gojjam was the one. According to my informant, the entire Dabré
Marqos structure numbered 15 squad members.’® Among these, Tdmasgan Aldmayahu, Yasegat
Hebesté and Adisu Balay were infamous.'* The gabalé officials as well as Police Officers who
were “the architects of the repression” became the urban squad’s target.'* Killings of the squad

will be discussed in the next chapter.

Consequently, it changed the way of struggle against the regime and its supporter to violence, by
labeling it as “Fascist-Banda”. Therefore, EPRP backed ‘revolutionary violence’ against the
Darg and its supporters by launching a campaign of urban terrorism in September 1976.
Therefore, their inability to solve and handle contradiction made them victims of the harsh

policies of the Darg in the subsequent years.
2.3 The Transition from Political Squabble to Violence

The development of violence from the political rivalry in the post-revolutionary period was

emanated from both the Darg and the civilian political groups. That rivalry between the civilian

%" John Markakis and Nega Ayele, Class and Revolution.., p. 155.

% Kiflu Tadesse, The Generation |1 ..., p. 149.

% Democracia, Vol. 3, No 11.

190 |nformant: Tamasgan Aldmaydhu. Tdmédsgan was a member of the urban defense squad in Dabra
Marqos.

%% |bid.
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political groups was a triggering factor for the emergence of political violence in the country.
On the going process, violence was understood as a “necessary and legitimate instrument” to
become victor and a vanguard of the revolution by the actors on all sides; from the Darg and the

civilian lefts.*%

In fact, violence had been also practiced earlier by the ruling junta. Following the PMAC’s
assumption of full state power in September 1974, the battle lines were drawn between the Darg
and its military and civilian political opponents who struggled for the formation of the PPG. The
ruling military government used forceful method earlier to halt the peaceful opposition. By and
large, the Darg was tolerant of the civilian political groups but not the military activists. Of
course, it was a systematic way of elimination of the opponents of the Darg. Therefore, its first

action was “to quell military resistance” early; Darg took violent acts within its rank.***

Therefore, its first act of violence was, on 7 October 1974, when the regime secretly executed
some radical members of the Engineering, the Army Aviation and the Body Guard military units.
We may call it as an initial violence of the Darg. Soon after, the secrete execution in October

105

was followed up in November by the publicly announced execution.” We may call it as an

initial violence of the Dérg.

Soon after, the secret execution in October was followed in November by the publicly
announced execution of Lt. General Aman Mikael Andom. This was due to divergent political
visions and internal power struggle within Darg’s rank. The first issue which reflected
differences within the Darg was on how to handle the Eritrean problem. The difference was

between those who advocated a political or peaceful solution and a military one. The advocates

193 Jacob Wiebel, “Let the Red Terror....” pp. 9-11.
104 Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution..., p. 79.
195 Bahru Zewde, A History of Modern..., p.231.
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of peaceful settlement were headed by Aman Andom and those favoring a military one.*® The
militarists were headed by the First Vice Chairman, Major Mangestu Haile Mariam.
Consequently, the disagreements precipitated the death of Aman Andom, in his home, on
November 24, 1974. In the aftermath, the Darg wildly executed of sixty former government
officials, at Alam Baqgafie Prison.’®” This bloody event led to the abandonment of the Darg’s

slogan of “Ethiopia First, Without Bloodshed” (Itiyopia Teqdam Yalamenem Dam).

Following the assassination the Darg announced the following on its media, Addis Zadman:

“ L NEMEET AL HLI® IPY MLLT PIIONLM ACICE 00U NPT AL AILTMNL
OGI° CI0-UF OPTF LI° AILLAN PTVIBTLA aolP1F AGLITMAY:0

Literally meaning,
(We announce that the measure on the oppressors that we take now and in the

future, would not be considered as measure on the civilians or the blood spill of
the civilians.)

Hereafter, the rhetoric of a bloodless revolution soon appeared as a tentative memory. After this

event blood began to shed in different parts of the country.

Thus, people of Gojjam were also victims of the Darg’s revolutionary violence prior to the Red
Terror period. By justifying the violence as an action against “anti-revolutionaries”, the regime
responded to protests in Gojjam harmfully.’® For instance, in August 1975 the military
government under the vanguard of Major Endald Tasdma had slaughtered more than 200 men
mercilessly. And this event called as the “Bicdna Massacre”.*'® This massacre prefigured the

urban violence in Gojjam Province in general and its seat, Dabra Marqos in particular.

1% |pid; Gebru Tareke, Ethiopian Revolution..., p. 40

197 http://www.rtmmm.org/redterror.html, Accessed on 24 May 2018. See more Appendix I.

1% Darg Asfalagi Yapoltika Wusané Wasada, Addis Zaman, 31" Year, No. 564, Hedar 15, 1967 EC.

1% Babile Tola, To Kill.., p. 34.

110 Regarding the actual cause of the massacre, the rchival materials are silent. Temesgen Gebeyehu,
“Peasant Resistance against the Ethiopian Revolution: The Case of Gojjam 1975-1978,” MA Thesis, Department of
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Furthermore, in late 1975 over a thousand men were appointed and sent to different provinces,
including Gojjam. Those military appointees in a pretext to dislodge the imperial bureaucracy
took harsh measure on the civilians of the province. This violence was not restricted to the small
wardda towns, but it extended to the capital of the province, D&bra Margos. Subsequently,
members of the old aristocracy, retired officials and the wealthy nobles were arrested in large

numbers and some of them were later executed.'**

Apart from its killing against the “opponents of the regime”, Darg was also occupied with

internal disagreements and killed its own officials by accused them as anti-revolutionary.**?

Even though the military regime had resorted to violence, in a national and local level, a few
months after it took power, both the scope and the magnitude of the repression increased only
after September 1976. Because, since then, the Darg and its civilian allies and also the EPRP
entered into violence which was ideologically justified and legitimized by those parties in the

struggle as a reason for successful revolutionary transformation to socialism.

The civilian political groups were needed to be a vanguard party. Therefore, their political
conflict ultimately escalated into violence, with increasing fighting between the two groups. In
April 1976, following EPRP’s rejection of the regime’s program of the NDR, which represented
last co-opt opposition as much as a road for revolutionary Ethiopia’s development, violent

confrontation appeared inevitable.*

History, AAU, June 2005, pp. 30-31; Major Endale Tassama was a permanent member of Darg and later a Central
Committtlelelmember of Workers Party of Ethiopia (WPE). Babile Tola, To Kill..., p. 34.
Ibid, p.14.

2 For instance, on June 13, 1976 Darg announced the execution of 12 Darg members in Addis Ababa
including Major Sisaye Habté (Darg member and head of foreign relations committees), Brigadier General Gétagaw
Nadaw (Administrator of Eritrea) and Major Kiros Aldmayahu Darg member. Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian
Revolution..., pp. 82-83.

3 David and Marina Ottaway, Ethiopia..., p. 113.
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Since then every difference between the civilian political groups was began to be viewed based

on the Marxist line of interpretation. As Pietro argues,

The prevalent discourse among the Ethiopian left drew on a Leninist truism: the fundamental
question of politics is the question of state power. What was then widely adopted was the
definition of class enemies and allies, along with the strategy of uncompromising class struggle,
the decisive nature of political victory, exclusive party leadership, as well as condoning violence

as an ideologically concocted historic necessity.

After the second anniversary of the Emperor’s overthrow, on 12 September 1976, government
newspapers began to publish articles denouncing EPRP.'**> The EPRP took this campaign as its
pushing factor to launch its own strategy of “offensive defensive”, starting the urban
assassination. Henceforth, the EPRP began to assassinate leading members of the Darg and its
client institutions, notably the Urban Dwellers’ Association (qabalés). In this case, state-

sponsored violence proceeded than the violence committed by opposition groups.™*°

However, Andargacdw and Feqrd Selassie maintain that “the EPRP began their violence and
terror before September 1976 by the underground group known as Yé&ggaraba Buden

(Intimidating Group)”.**’

EPRP’s first attempt on September 23, 1976 was on Mingestu’s life but he survived with a
minor wound. According to Halliday and Molyneux, EPRP’s attempt on Mingestu’s life was a

significant turning point for the subsequent political violence in the urban parts of Ethiopia.*®

1 Pietro Toggia, “The Revolutionary Endgame of Political Power: the Genealogy of ‘Red Terror’ in
Ethiopia,” African ldentities, 10:3(2012), p. 268.

115 The Ethiopian Herald, The PMAC condemn EPRP, Vol 34, No. 228, September 17, 1976.

118 Bahru Zewde, “The History of Red Terror...,” p. 25.

"7 Andargaciw trace the period early from March 1976, when EPRP formed the underground group,
Yaydaraba Buden. Andargaciaw Asdged, bdacger ydtdqdcd rdjem guzo: md’ison bd ityopia hizbo¢ tarig wust, (Addis
Ababa: Central Printing Press, 1992 E.C.), p. 428; Feqrd Selassie also argues “the underground group, Yataraba
Buden began the acts of terrorism before September 1976. Feqra Selassie Wéagdéaras, Efiana Abeyotu, (Los Angeles,
CA: TSEHAI Publishers, 2006 E.C), pp. 157-158.

18 Ered Halliday and Maxine Molyneux, The Ethiopian Revolution..., p. 120; another scholars justify the
incidence in different way, for instance Lefort and Ottaways are maintain their doubt on it, as ‘it carried out by a
military faction opposed to him’. Rene Lefort, Ethiopia: An Heretic..., p.185 and Ottaways, Ethiopia..., p. 107.
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In conflict, when there is a violent act “the groups or individuals also employ justification for it,
whether tailored for themselves or defender”.*® Accordingly, the urban violence, which erupted
in September 1976, was justified by the adversaries, EPRP on the one side and the Darg and its
civilian allies on the other, in different ways. Still now each of them justifies its act of violence
as legitimate and to protect themselves and the innocents. For instance, the military junta
attempted its violent acts were considered as a legitimate act for the national unity and to end the
country’s revolution. The EPRP on its side justified its urban campaign as a legitimate act to
return the revolution snatched by the soldiers and its mehuran bandas and in need of people’s

freedom and rights. However, there were also conflicts within the EPRP members.

Internally, EPRP’s policy of assassination resulted for a split within its leadership and made its
violence two dimensional; against the party’s opponents and between its factions. This
assassination policy was opposed by two of the leaders of the organization, Berhanda Masqal
Rdda and Getacdw Maru. They argued that ‘it was ultimately self-destructive’. Hence, those
leaders and their followers led by Berhand Masgal Réda were labeled as “Anjjas (the

Defectors)”, by the “Clique (the Mainstream)”, which favored urban terrorism.?

Then, factionalism and infighting within EPRP began, with some members opposed to
assassination tactics and others joining the military regime.’** Even from the “Anjja”, members
also defected to Darg to save their life from the killing campaign of the “Clique” faction.'?? In
general, EPRP’s factional split after September 1976 had contributed more to the violence that

occurred in the subsequent years.

9 G. O'Boyle, “Theories of Justification and Political Violence: Examples from Four Groups, Terrorism
and Political Violence,” 14:2(2002), https://doi.org/10.1080/714005612, p.23.

120 Bahru Zewde, 4 History of Modern..., pp. 26-27.

21 |bid, pp.26-27.

122 Haile Mariam Waldu, Helfata anjja wa kelik z& ihapa: manaw ihapan yafarasaw, (Addis Ababa: Afro
Printing Press, 2006), pp. 157-158; Andargaciaw, Ba ager..., p. 425.
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As MEISON was EPRP’s primary target, its several leading members were killed. The first
victim was a leading MEISON and government cadre, Feqré Méred, assassinated by EPRP, on 1
October 1976.'% But, according to Andargaciw, five days before the assassination of Feqre,
members of the Youth Wing of the party, Gébra Egzabher Tasfayd, Abubakar Abdul Majed and
Kenfa Asfaw were killed by the EPRP."* Following the execution of Feqré Méared, a Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, Getenat Zawde, was murdered. In
addition, senior government officials and members of the secret service were killed in the next

two months.*?® The public assassinations continued until 1977.

EPRP assassins eliminated many prominent MEISON intellectuals. Saying this, | would not
equate the EPRP’s assassination with that of the Darg, gabales, and MEISON cadres the Red
Terror carried out by the Darg and its allies. There was a huge difference in the scale of murder
carried out by the two antagonists, the EPRP and the Darg. Because, state sponsored political
violence exceeded that of EPRP’s urban assassinations. And as a “retaliatory” measure,
MEISON also organized its own execution squads in the gabalés against the EPRP.*?® Therefore,
following the sporadic bloody encounters, assassinations, and counter-assassinations began to
occur in the streets and back alleys of Addis Ababa between MEISON and EPRP.*’ Then, as the
assassination was winding down in Addis Ababa, it was heating up in earnest in the rural towns
all over Ethiopia.*?® Thus, by September 1976, revolutionary violence became a defining feature

of everyday life in Ethiopia’s major cities.

2 Christopher Clapham, Transformation and Continuity in Revolutionary Ethiopia, (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1988), p.162.

124 Andargacaw Asiged, B4 acer..., p. 422.

125 Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution..., p. 367.
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There were also Killings in Gojjam particularly in Dabrd Margos town. In fact, the military
operation and urban terror in Gojjam in general and Dabr& Margos town in particular was not as
such strong like that of the capital, Addis Ababa. Based on the archival sources, military
operation and urban violence in Dabr& Margos began in March 1977 and continued until August

1978.1%°

According to my informants, in the early period, the EPRP members committed violence against
state supporters and those who disagreed with their political agenda as defined by their
leaders.*® Therefore, they began the assassination in Dabra Marqos in the early months of 1977.
Accordingly, on 13 March 1977, Feqré Guanéi and Cané Wirqenih, who were Dérg officials in
Bahir Dar town,™ were killed while attending a conference in Dabra Marqos by one of the

EPRP members.*?

To sum up, the level of violence at the national in general and Dabrd Margos town in particular,
increased significantly following Mangestu’s rise to the head of the government on February 3,
1977. Since then even justification for the legitimacy of the violence also shifted into a

Revolutionary Terror.
2.4 The Move from Political Violence to Revolutionary Terror

Due to the politics of intolerance, from September 1976, a dual political violence began in the
capital of Ethiopia, Addis Ababa, and gradually spread like a wildfire to the provincial seats and

rural towns. The proponents of the various parties were engulfed in political killings of one

29 Dabra Marqos University Archives Center (DMUAC): Folder No. 79, File No. @».7-18, Ref. No.
9671/100/50, 8 Magabit 1969 E.C. See Appendix II.

130 Informant: Mibet Gezaciw.

B DMUAC: Folder No. 79, Ref. No. 9671/100/50.

132 Informant: Asiber Wildisinbit.
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another. At the same time, they were pre-occupied in making “terror as a form of instrumental

violence”.**

Terror is one of the most powerful forces known to mankind, particularly when used as a
political tool. In history, it was obviously linked to revolutionary groups who conducted it during
civil strives against real or perceived enemies. For instance, in the French (1790s) and Russian
Revolutions (1910s and 1920s), terror was an “essential property of revolution and inherent to its
dynamics”.”** In both cases, it had been used to control unstable populace and guide the
revolution in a new direction. Consequently, during these two preceded revolutions, terror which
was dubbed as ‘Reign of Terror’ and ‘Red Terror’, respectively, was notorious for its violence

and atrocious deeds against its enemies.**®

During the Ethiopian Revolution, the actors (the Darg junta and its civilian allies on the one side
and the EPRP on the other) resorted to rival ideologies to legitimize and justify actions and
policies. Political squabble and rivalry between contending parties resulted to political violence.
Gradually, these adversaries had changed the violence into a revolutionary terror. Therefore,
Darg and its proponents resorted to a revolutionary terror to make a political supremacy against
their adversaries, the so called ‘counter revolutionaries’. Hence, they believed and partook in a

revolutionary terrorism.

Accordingly, each of the political organizations had been calling itself as a “revolutionary” and
castigated the counterparts as “counter-revolutionaries”. Following EPRP’s adoption of the

policy of urban assassination (terror), on 10 September 1976, the POMOA argued that “the

33 Arno J. Mayer, The Furies: Violence and Terror in the French and Russian Revolutions, (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 2000), p.99.

34 |bid, p.93.
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difference between EPRP and the Ethiopian progressives was not a case of two lines among
progressives but between reactionaries and progressives (between EPRP, EDU and imperialism,
on the one hand and Ethiopian Progressives, on the other)”.**® On the contrary, the EPRP also

blamed the Darg and its allies as reactionary forces.

When Fekeré Mared was assassinated, on 1 October 1976, the regime responded by declaring its
infamous ‘exchange rate’ “Ch7& .28 9°F AV ASChOPT LooiHi-Al” (Literally
meaning for every revolutionary killed one thousand anarchists [anti-people elements] shall be
liquidated).**” Henceforth, Darg not only labeled the EPRP as reactionary but also reacted by

indiscriminate arrests and executions of the latter members and sympathizers.

In the closing months of 1976, on the EPRP's side assassination campaign became a
dominant feature of life in Addis Ababa.’® As its systematic assassination campaign escalated,
leaders of MEISON, Wézlig and Maléréd, further drifted towards allying themselves with the
Darg. Thus, they called for large-scale arming of the urban gabalés by the Dérg, to ‘defend the
revolution’.™*®* MEISON in particular, pressed more the ruling Darg more strongly for “arming

the masses”.**® And it demanded an urgent measure to retaliate against the terror of EPRP.**

Following the second round elections of Addis Ababa Urban Dwellers’ Associations’; in

November 1976,**2 POMOA’s organ, Abeyotawit Ityopia (Revolutionary Ethiopia), encouraged

136 Abeyotawit Ityopia, I, 10, Mésekéaram 1969 E.C.
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the associations to create their own revolutionary committees as well as defense squads.™* It

further insisted to take ‘revolutionary actions’ against the ‘anti-revolutionary’ groups.144

However, because of the new power reshuffling of Déarg officials in December 1976, Miangestu’s
and Atenafu’s political roles were dominated by Brig. General Tafari Banti(the reformist
faction).X*® From the very beginning, the radical and reformist factions of the Darg had been
accusing each other of betraying the revolution. The reformist faction of the Darg did not
support to take the “revolutionary measure” on the “anti-revolutionary” groups. This attempt of
constraint soon came to zilch on 3 February 1977, when Maingestu’s collusion took a
“revolutionary action” on seven Darg members.'*® The central policy issue in the conflict seems
to have been Téfdari Bénti’s desire, indicated in a speech on January 30, “to reach some

reconciliation with the rival civilian groups”.**’

The radicals charged them of being in contact with the conservative EDU, favoring negotiations

with the EPRP and delaying the arming of the masses.'*® This event triggered paranoia across the

143 Abeyotawit Ityopia, I, 13, Tegemt 30, 1969 E.C.

' Ibid, 1, 14, 15 Hedar, 1969 E.C.

> Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution ..., p. 213.

Y6 Sifiw %/c'i ityopia hezeb hoye abeyoteh ki tikdilakayendt wddd ateqindt tdsdgagerolehdl: PMAC, Addis
Zaman Gazéta, 33" Year, No. 1268, Ter 27,1969 E.C. The victims were General Taféri Banti, Captain Alamayahu

Haylé, Captain Mogés Wélda-Mika’el, Lt Col. Heruye Haile Selassie, Captain Tafdrd Déndqé, and Corporal Héyelé
Balaye.

YT Tédramajna dimocraciyawi héiyeloce lizihe Fitina biheberdt mdsdlife aldbaciw: the speech of the
chairman of the PMAC, Addis Zaman, 33" Year, N0.1264, Ter 22, 1969 E.C; The Speech of the Chairman of the
PMAC, Ethiopian Herald, Vol. 34, No. 329, 1 Tuesday, February 1977.

Y8 Scifiw yd ityopia hezeb hoye abeyoteh ki tikdilakayendt widdi ategindt tisagagerolehdl: PMAC, Addis
Zaman Gazéta, 33" year, No. 1268, Ter 27, 1969 E.C. In addition, as Kiflu argues, “because of his speech pointedly
omitted all attacks against ‘anarchist’ were interpreted as a call to the EPRP”. Kiflu Tadesse, The Generation II..., p.
166.
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urban parts of the country. At the same time, it marked the emergence of one man, Méngestu,

unchallenged leader of the PMAC.*

On 4 February 1977, he officially declared the ‘Red Terror’ in a response to the ‘White Terror’
proponents.**® Thus, the full weight of state power was brought to bear against the rivals outside
of the Dérg to be born, especially by the EPRP. Therefore, the violence since then was officially
generating its own language and semantic space, called as gay seber (Red Terror) and nac seber
(White Terror). Henceforth, the theoretical basis of the Red-White terror had been engulfed the

urban parts of Ethiopia.

The term ‘Red Terror’ is usually associated with Marxist Leninist organizations which conducted
extra killings against their enemies, i.e. ‘white’ counter-revolutionaries. It had its origin in
Russia. The political competitors during the Ethiopia revolution of 1974 were highly influenced
by the Russian Revolution. So, they sought to imitate the political killings that characterized the
Bolsheviks terror. And the PMAC elaborated the reasons why they used the Bolsheviks as a
model in its newspaper, “Sadad”.*>* The paper stated the cases during the Russian revolution and

elaborated its relevant in the case of Ethiopia as follows;

Both countries were besieged by enemies at a time when the Revolution of the
oppressed masses erupted; Russia‘s encirclement was attempted at strengthening
internal counter revolutionaries and in doing so to reinstate the exploitative old
regime and the same was true in the case of Ethiopia; Russia‘s encirclement was
supported by internal counter revolutionaries like Kolchak, Denkin, etc. while
Ethiopia‘s encirclement was supported by the EPRP, EDU, etc.; and neighboring
reactionary powers were participated in order to abort Russia’s Revolution at its
infancy and similar event was happening in Ethiopia.'*?

1 And also Dawit argues, “...from then Mengistu became priest of the terror against the regime’s
opponents”. See Dawit Woldegiorgis, “The power of Decision Making in Post-Revolutionary Ethiopia”, in Martina
Ottaway, ed, The Political Economy of Ethiopia, (New York: Greenwood Publishing Group, 1990), p. 55.

%9 Addis Z&amén, No. 1268, Ter 27, 1969 E.C.

151 Sadad was the organ of Abeyotawi Sadad political organization.

152 54dad, 1, 9, Hamelé 13, 1969 E.C.
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Accordingly, the military junta rationalized its version of terror by quoting the Russian
Revolution where similar measures had been taken.’*® Thus, Darg by labelled its terror ‘Red’
and the opponents, especially EPRP, ‘White’ calling them as Kolchak, Denkin and etc. and

resorted to the urban violence.**

153 Dawit Woldegiorgis, Red Tears: War, Famine and Revolution in Ethiopia, (Trento: Red Sea Press,
1989), pp. 90-91.

154 But, as Gebru argues, “the bloody conflicts that transformed into the Red Terror were never between
‘revolutionaries and counter-revolutionaries’, as the regime claimed, or between ‘fascist and democrats’, as the
rebels maintained”. Rather, it was between two political organizations which shared the same ideology (Marxist-
Leninism) and strategic goals, but used different tactics. Therefore, the deadly conflict in Ethiopia was not between
conservative and radical forces as Russia; hence, political violence was “avoidable”. Gebru Tareke, The Ethiopian
Revolution: War in the Horn of Africa, (London: New Heaven: 2009), pp. 1, 7. But, due to lack of the tradition of
political tolerance the rival political groups were dragged into bloody conflict. This can be attributed to the absence
of a serious democratic tradition in Ethiopia.
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CHAPTER THREE
RED TERROR IN DABRA MARQOS

3.1 Background to the Red Terror

Red Terror was a campaign of intimidation, arrests, violence and executions. It unfolded as the
regime struggled to liquidate the so-called enemies of the revolution; mainly its political
opponent i.e. EPRP and its sympathizers.® This wave of state-sanctioned political violence was
overseen by the Darg and its civilian allies, and carried out mainly by its agents (the gébalé

militia, the police, the abeyot tebdga and the others).

The 'Red Terror' was declared, through the government media, as a necessary tool to counter the
“nac Seber” (‘White Terror) of the ‘counter-revolutionary' political opposition (EPRP).? Darg
ordered state security forces and government trained civilian death squads to eliminate EPRP
leaders and members. On the other side, EPRP was also preoccupied with urban assassinations

since September 1976.

Even though the ‘Red Terror’ was primarily an institutionalized violence contrived by the Darg
regime, it was also a complex and intertwined process in which opposition forces had actively
engaged in and contributed for.> Therefore, this urban warfare broke out between the Darg,

supported by its intellectual allies on one side and its opponent EPRP on the other.

! Edmond J. Keller, “State, Party...,” p.23; Fred Halliday and Maxine Molyneux, The Ethiopian..., p.200.

2 For instance Addis Zaman Gazéta stated about the objective of Red Terror on 20 Tahesas 1970 E.C as
follows: “¢+ 2 TNC 9A?7 198> ANNLPTT NoofI°ON AANC-E POTS Agohm TS B ¢ST CONT +ONT
FET7 NOAI° AT80SD - A91LL77 1@-:” (Literally meaning: The aim of the Red Terror is to liquidate
the white terrorists so as to give guarantee to the revolution and enable the oppressed to practice their daily activities
peacefully.)

® Pietro Toggia, “Revolutionary Endgame...,” p. 256.
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The detentions and killings were intensive and well publicized in the center, but the campaign
was also conducted throughout the urban parts of the country.* Hence, violence occurred in

Débré Marqos as part of power consolidation and political repression via the ‘Red Terror’.

Historians have long speculated about the origins and indeed the starting point of the Ethiopian
Red Terror. But, the origin as well as the starting point of this episode has remained
controversial. There are contradictory arguments about who fired the first shot that precipitated
the Red Terror in Ethiopia. In this respect, many MEISON members and Darg officials ascertain
that, “the urban violence was launched, in September 1976, by the EPRP leadership with their

policy of urban terrorism” and they “blame the party [EPRP] for this bloody episode”.”

EPRP members on the other hand incriminate Darg and its allies for the beginning of the urban
terror.® For instance, Kiflu, a leading member of EPRP and the architect of the urban guerrilla
struggle, maintains that “EPRP only reacted to the preparations being made by the Déarg and its
POMOA allies in late August 1976 for a war of annihilation against the party”.” Another member
of the EPRP, Babile, also concurs that the campaign was officially launched on 11 September
1976, when EPRP was accused in the media of various acts of counter-revolution and economic
sabotage.® Therefore, both of them blamed the Dérg for the beginning of the Red Terror in the

country.

In addition to the participants of the ‘Red’ and ‘White’ terror, scholars have also put forward

their own arguments as to who started the terror in Ethiopia. For instance, Wiebel ascertain that

* Alex De Wall, Evil days: Thirty Years of Famine in Ethiopia, An African Watch Report, (USA: New
York, 1991), p. 108.

> Andargadaw Aséged, Baacer..., pp. 421-423.

® Informants: Tamasegan Alamayahu, Qumla¢iw Adamu and Adéber Wildasanbit.

" Kiflu Tadesse, The Generation II..., pp. 137-139.

& Babile Tola, To Kill ..., p. 28.
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“EPRP’s popularity on the views of the Ddrg” was a pushing factor for the beginning of the
urban terror.® Then he concludes that “the decision by the Dérg to pursue a violent repression of
the EPRP was triggered by the party’s growing popularity and intrepidity, not by its
assassination campaign”.'® On the contrary, Gebru and Halliday and Molynex maintain that “the
policy of urban assassination of the EPRP constituted as an initiator for the Ethiopian Red

Terror”. !

According to my informants, who were members of EPRP, “MEISON and Wazlig, who had
worked in cahoots with the Darg in those days as having been instrumental in convincing
Maéngestu to reject the peace initiative suggested by General Tafari Bénti which tried to bring all

progressive forces around the negotiating table”.*? Therefore, they argue, “both the ruling Darg

as well as its civilian allies are to be blamed for the start and atrocities of the episode”.™

| argue that, most importantly, the uncompromised political difference between the two leftist
political groups (the EPRP and MEISON) as well as Darg’s culture of using arms for any
opposition paved the way for the bloody episode, which came to be known as ‘Red Terror’. And
it was the direct outcome of their uncompromising demand for power. Therefore, even though
Darg declared the Red Terror in February 1977, it was not the only responsible party. Rather, its

civilian allies and EPRP were also responsible to the start of this gloomiest episode.

Apart from its origin, it is still also unclear how to precisely mark the period of the Red Terror in

Ethiopia. Different scholars as well as institutions have suggested different periods. For instance,

® Jacob Wiebel, “Revolutionary Terror...,” p. 95.

19 pid.

! Gebru Tareke, The Ethiopian Revolution.., p. 46; Halliday and Molyneux argue that, ‘it was the EPRP’s
terrorist policies that encouraged the new phase of PMAC repression’ which was declared in September 1976. See,
Halliday and Molyneux, The Ethiopian ..., pp. 120 and 122. This argument is also resounded by Keller another
academician. See more, Edmond J. Keller, Revolutionary Ethiopia..., p.199.

z Informants: Tamasegan Alamayahu and Asiber Wildasanbit.

Ibid.
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Halliday and Molyneux and MEISON members framed the duration for the official Red Terror
campaign between November 1977 and May 1978.* Halliday and Molyneux argue that, “the
earlier repression did not become as a central part of the Darg policy”."> On his part, Bahru
framed it from September 1976, following the beginning of the urban assassination by the EPRP

up to May 1978.1°

MEISON members tend to focus on the atrocities committed by the military regime after their
defection from the revolutionary bunch. MEISON defected in the summer of 1977 and they gave
priority to the atrocities committed after November 1977 or ‘the third phase of the terror’.’
However, its counterpart (EPRP) argues that, “such time is intended to exonerate the party of the

atrocities of the ‘Red Terror’”.'8

The Red Terror Martyrs’ Memorial Monument (RTMMM) in its online information reports “the
events of the Red Terror took place between 1977 and 1978”.*° The successor regime to the
Darg, the Ethiopian Peoples’ Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), instituted a Special
Prosecutor’s Office to prosecute human rights abuses during the Red Terror, trace it to the time

since Darg came to power in1974 until its downfall in 1991.%

 Halliday and Molyneux, The Ethiopian ..., pp. 122-123; Andarga&aw, Baacer..., pp. 424-425.

15 According to the authors, the ‘repression, that is the use of arrest, torture, and execution of civilian
opponents was begun with the clashes of May Day 1975, but it did not become a central part of the PMAC [Darg]
policy until the end of 1976°. See, Halliday and Molyneux, The Ethiopian ..., pp.122- 123.

'® Bahru Zewde, “The History of ...,” p. 25.

" Andargagiw Asdged, Baacer..., pp. 424-425.

'8 Kiflu Taddese, The Generation Il, p. 131.

19 http://www.rtmmm.org/redterror.html, Accessed on 24 May 2018.

% Dam Yazéla Dossé: Bigizé’awi Wotadirawi Astidadir Déirg Wiyem Yimdngest Abalat Bi Nesuhdn
Zégoce Laye Yitdfdsamd Winejil Zdgdba, (Yaleyu Agabi Heg sefat bét, (Addis Ababa: Far East Publishing, Ter
2002 E.C.), p.123. It argues that “¢ & TNC PAGRCE av7LA 1&0 APAG ALA avhAhA Wi P1Cavl.
h% 2LANAN TLLATCTS 0T LARCE H1LAD. ASN ANN OV 0 @0T 00t 10
A0t NeoPy-...: > (Literally meaning: If Red Terror is dubbed as killing without trial and prohibition of
mourning and collection of corpse, then it was kicked off since Haile Selassie Ministers and Generals were executed
without trial in Addis Ababa prison ... ). However, according to its [document, Dam Yazdld Dossé] definition,
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To sum up, the origin and starting point of the Ethiopian Red Terror is an ongoing controversy
among the participants as well as historians. But obviously, most historians place the start of the
violence in September 1976 and the Red/ -White Terror from February 1977. And also the term
Red is for the Darg and White for the EPRP. The Red Terror per se in Ethiopia in general and in

Débré Marqos in particular began in February 1977.

In fact, there was terror and repression, especially in Addis Ababa since September 1976, but the
terror was not dubbed ‘Red’ and ‘White’ officially. Following the declaration of the ‘Red
Terror’, the city of Addis Ababa was in a grip of terror and violence. Gradually, terror had been
transcending from the capital to the rural towns of Ethiopia. According to the available sources,

Red Terror in Dabra Marqos covers the period from February 1977 to August 1978.%

3.2.Phases of Red Terror in Dabra Marqos

For the case of this study and its simplicity, it is important to divide the campaign of Red Terror
in Dabra Marqos into two phases. Even though most academic works divided the Red Terror
episode into three phases, the event in Dabra Margos began and declined later than the period at
a national level and the two do not match well. Accordingly, the first phase of terror in the town
stretched 3 February 1977 up to October 1977 and the second from November 1977 to August

1978.

It is clear that the period (from February 1977 to August 1978) was marked by the highest scale

of political violence in the town. Therefore, the following topics cover this period.

Ethiopian Red Terror was so pervasive as to include any form of state violence carried out by the military
government against civilians from 1974 to 1991. For that reason, it failed to distinguish the Red Terror from the
other contemporary conflicts which were before and after the episode.

?! Informants: Qomga Ambaw, Asiber Wildisanbit and Tamisgin Alimayihu.

44



3.2.1. The Mild of the Terror

This is the first phase of Red Terror in Dabra Marqos. It covers from February 3 to 3 November,
1977. In the beginning of this phase, the regime began to arm the urban collaborators, conducted
search campaigns and denunciation sessions. Those practices became prominent features of the
town from February to May 1977.%% Beside those activities from June to 3 November 1977, there

were killings on an individual level.

The Red Terror declaration, on 3 February 1977, was a turning point for the beginning of
political violence as a form of Red and White Terror in the province of Gojjam in general and
Débré Marqos Town in particular. The coup done by Mangestu’s collusion was a turning point
for the intensification of violence and terror in Ethiopia and it was the starting point in Dabra
Marqos town. From that event on, as elucidated on Addis Zaman Gazéta; Darg claimed “An¢-tv
nthAngYt @f atert Ato2¢aA” (literally meaning your revolution had transferred from a
‘defensive to an offensive’ stance), Mangestu turned his full attention to ‘the terrorist acts of the
EPRP’.2 Hence, in Dabra Margos violence against the EPRP began significantly following

Mangestu’s rise to the head of the government and his don on February 3, 1977.

The threshold was when Mangestu killed his more moderate competitors within the military
regime. Therefore, this time was the period when the Red Terror was begun in the town. On the
next day of the execution of his more moderate competitors within the military regime, the
supporters of the regime demonstrated in Addis Ababa. In a speech addressed to the crowed

Méngestu stated on the stage the following:

2 Canyalalaw Kase, kiddimdlase yimdigaber afafe, (Addis Ababa: Far East Printing Press, 2008), pp. 1-20;
Gezacdw Terundhe, Nafes Aden..., pp. 89-120.

% safiw ya ityopia hezeb hoye abeyoteh ki takalakayenat wada ateqindt tisigagerolehdl: PMAC, Addis
Zaman Gazéta, 33" Year, No. 1268, Ter 27,1969 E.C.
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“There is one thing about which we would like to remind the Ethiopian people
over and over again. Like the broad mass of the people, 1 and my PMAC
colleagues and Ethiopian men in uniform are committed to a clarion call:
revolutionary mother land or death! We will fight unto death to safeguard the
nation’s wellbeing and the revolution. ...To this end, we will arm the allies and
comrades of the broad masses without giving respect to reactionaries and avenge
the blood of our comrades double and triple fold. The motto and clarion call of
“arms and democracy to the broad masses” will be implemented. If we advance
and march forward with such unity which is stronger than steel, we will be able to
dismantle from its very roots the conspiracy which we foiled.”*

Right after the declaration of the official Red Terror, there were state sponsored and organized
demonstrations in the province of Gojjam in general and Dabra Marqos town in particular.®
They were meant to support Méngestu’s “revolutionary” action on the “anti-revolutionaries”; the

EPRP, EDU and the others.

Fearing the spread of a competing narration that could preempt the consolidation of the
revolution, Darg moved to neutralize the opposition by arming peasants, workers and students
who supported the regime. Based on their “demand to be armed”, from March 1977, the military
government began arming its supporters nationwide in gabalés, government institutions and
factories. Thus, the then higher officials in the province of Gojjam began recruiting supporters of
the Darg. Of course, since December 1976, the gabalés of Dabra Marqos had their own militia

and they were now reinforced by this national program.®

The selection and recruitment in the country in general and the province in particular was mainly

conducted in each gébalé and factory. There was no factory in Dabrd Marqos, thus, it was

24 Ethiopian Herald, Mengistu’s Speech, Vol. 34, No. 333, 5 Saturday 1977.

2 Yigdlbase hiyeloce deferdt ena neqdte ydsdfiwn hezeb te’egest ascirsual: Dabra Marqos, Addis Zaman
Gazéta, 34" year, N0.1268, Ter 27, 1969 E.C; Seldiyitiwisidiw ermeja yisifiw hezbe demSe gdtelual: Dabra
Marqos, Addis Z&man Gazéta, yakatit 4, 1969 E.C.

% DMUAC: Folder No. 193, File No. #»/£-76, Ref. No. 310/140/05, 21 Tahesas 1969 E.C; Informant:
Qomga Ambaw.
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conducted from each of the qabalé and Dabra Marqos General Secondary School (DMGSS).?’

992 9529

Students were recruited and armed for “propaganda”®” and “information”*” purposes. Therefore,

parts of the town were armed so as to combat the EPRP.

In those years peaceful demonstration against the government was banned and such act was
considered as anti-revolutionary. Thus, during the May Day rally, which was arranged and led by
the the government, on 29 April 1977, EPRP members conducted a demonistration.
Consequently, many demonstrators, mainly students, were jailed.*® In fact, it was not bloody like
that of the capital, Addis Ababa.®* According to my informant, after the strike which was held at
Negus Tékla Hayemanot Square, about fifty-five students of the DMGSS, those considered as

members and sympathizers of the EPRP were jailed in Dabra Margos Police Station.*

Then, a committee to decide on the fate of the detained was formed by the provincial Déarg
administration. The committee included Saldga Makuriya Hayelé; a permanent member of Darg
in Gojjam, Atenafu Tariku; a provincial administrator, Saldga Mile’aku Biqild; the head of the
POMOA in the town, Adisu Abédb&; from Malérid, Habté Ayaléw; from Wazlige and Asaber

Waldasanbat; a Secretary of ETA in Gojjam.*

Accordingly, their list was presented to the committee which was led by, Saliga Atenafu Tariku,

the then leader of Gojjam Province. At this time, the stand of the POMOA officials; specifically,

%" There were eleven gabalés with in the town. Peasant Assassinations were also armed at different periods.
For instance, on 27 May 1977, Peasant Associations were armed about 260 DM4 weapons with 50 bullets by the
provincial police officer, Germa Haile Selassie. DMUAC: Folder No.79, File no. @v/2-76: Ref. No. 548/15/69,

Date Genbot 19, 1969 E.C. See more Appendix IlI.

% |nformants: Alamayahu Balaye and Asiber Wildisénbit.

% Genzeb Atalay, “Red Terror...,” p. 67.

% Informants: Tamasgan Alamayahu, Alimayihu Bélaye and Adiber Wildisinbit.

31 «On 29 April 1977, mass killings took place in Addis and at least 1,000 were killed”. Bahru Zewde, “The
History of...,” p. 27.

%2 Informants: Tamésgén Alimayzhu, Alimayihu Bilaye and Adiber Wildésanbiit.
3 i
Ibid.
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the Wazlige and Malérid representatives, were to take a “revolutionary measure” on them. But
their interest did not get the support of the then moderate provincial administrator and permanent
member of Darg in Gojjam, Atenafu Tariku and Saliga Makuriya Hayelé respectively.®*
Therefore, after four days of imprisonment, the students were released without any harm and

trial. However, this action did not stop their antigovernment activities in the town.*

3.2.1.1. Self-denunciation and Mass-exposure

Rasen agalete zdmdca (literally meaning Self-denunciation) and ydmagaldte zdmdca (Mass-
exposure) sessions were another juncture of this phase. Self-denunciation was confessing one’s
own anti-revolutionary activities. Mass-exposure was a system of denouncing the other. These
sessions were mainly organized and led by the POMOA cadres since 25 February 1977. Among
them, Fakadu Tagafe (from Abeyotawi Sadad), Adisu Ababa (from Malérid) and Habté Ayaléw

(from Wazlig) were the major actors.*®

Mandatory gatherings were often conducted in different places mostly in government institutions
and public gathers such as market places. There, participants were encouraged to either confess
their own counter-revolutionary activities or to denounce others. The first Self-denunciation

and Mass-confession in Dabra Marqos was organized on 25 February 1977.%

Accordingly, the first step was Self-denunciation, which was conducted in gabalé and schools.

On 25 and 27 February 1977, denunciations were held on Saturday market and in the DMGSS

% Informants: Asiber Wildisianbit and Qomeci Ambaw.

% Informants: Ibid and Tdmésgan Aldmayahu.

% Canyalalaw Kase, Kaddimdlase ..., pp. 4-6. According to my informants, during the sessions Habté
Ayaléw was participated as a representative of Darg, but he was an underground Wézlige member. Informants:
Asdber V\S/%aldésanbét and Tamadsgan Aldmayéhu.

Ibid.
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compound, respectively.*® According to my informants, these programs were arranged to give a

chance for EPRP members to perform Self-denunciation and the gathering to denounce others.*
Kiflu states the steps of self-denunciation as follows:

In the “self-denunciation” session, POMOA members would demand that “anarchists” voluntarily
come to the podium. If not response was forthcoming, names of alleged “anarchists” would be
read out and the public was encouraged to provide more names. That process was prepared until
the names of all of those that were suspected of “anarchist” connections were provided and
POMOA representatives felt that they had the situation under control.*

The cadres cautioned the people during such meetings that anyone who did not denounce
himself/herself, if he/she was subsequently exposed by others or if his/her name was found in the
list, the consequence would be ndsa érmeja. The cadres pretended as if they had the list of
members and sympathizers of the EPRP. They warned that those who had read Democracia even
once would be subjected to ndsa érmeja unless they confessed.*! In fact, no one was subjected to
ndsa ermeja during the Red Terror in Dabrd Marqos. As a result of the caution as well as the
support of the EPRP ‘defectors’ to the POMOA, about One Hundred Fifty students and teachers

in Dabra Margos denounced themselves.*

Active members of the EPRP were mostly “exposed” to the public denunciations when they

presented their criticisms during the discussion clubs conducted in the school.*

Accordingly, in
the session which was held on 25 February 1977, in DMGSS compound, the Sub-Zonal leader,
Estifanos Gabriamasqil, who was the student of DMGSS and active participant in the discussion

clubs, was denounced by others on the podium.* In addition, the Zonal leaders of the party,

% Informants: Hayelu Mangesté, Ejegu Gabre, Gezatiaw Ayaléw, Qomecd Ambaw and Qumladiw Adamu
and Canyalélaw Kase, kdddamdlase ..., p. 11.

* Ibid.

0 Kiflu Tadesse, The Generation II..., p. 192.

! Genzeb Atalay, “Red Terror...,” p. 68.

*2 Informant: GA.

*® Gezataw Terunihe, Nifes Aden Ruca ..., pp. 96-97.

“ Ibid. p.108.
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Mulugéta Bezunih and Ababa Ayaléw denounced themselves on the same podium.* In such
sessions, the role of EPRP members those caught by the Dérg in the first half of February 1977,
was imminent. For instance, W&ndménédh Cané, who was the student of DMGSS and the leader
of EPRP’s Zonal propaganda unit, was the one who denounced his ‘comrades’ [EPRP

members].*

There were some EPRP members who defected from EPRP to and join the Darg government.
These individuals were coined in Amharic as “melus” (literally means the returnees). The melus
individuals facilitated the works of the POMOA by supporting the officers and giving tips what
they knew to unravel the structure of the EPRP. For instance, according to my informants,
Damesaw Walé*', Biyini Windafra§*® and Laqaciw Abaténsh*® were among the founding
members of the party but they defected and joined the POMOA in the first month of 1977. Since
then, they joined the office of POMOA and had been giving information that they knew about
the party and its structure. Consequently, EPRP members were denounced and jailed. To avenge
the detention of their ‘comrades’, EPRP’s urban squad killed one of the defectors, Dimesiw

Walé in August 1977.%°

Anti-EPRP demonstration was also parts of denunciations programs of the POMOA in Débré
Marqos. The demonstration was intended to terrorize its members and sympathizers. It was
deliberately held on market day; on Saturday, February 25, 1977, to show for the neighboring

people and thereby to expand their propaganda for the rest of the community around Dabra

** Canyalalaw Kase, kdddimdlase. .., pp. 11-13.

“® Ibid. pp. 6-7.

*" Informants: Tamasgan Alamayahu and Asiber Wildasinbit.

*® Informants: Ibid, Qumla¢iw Adamu, Lengér Kassa and Fatlaworq Cané.
* Informant; Asiber Wildésanbit.

% Informant; Tamasgan Aldmayahu.
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Marqos.>* Some of the EPRP member demonstrators say the following slogans while they
demonstrate on the road of the town.
ASINMNANT AGSIANNTT PLLNIOT WTT1ONT!

AT UT PAINNTU- A7L AT hJAM:!
hoHN ECEF 17 AT0A4-A7°2

Literally meaning:

(We will denounce, we will denounce; we will build what we have damaged it!
Those who haven’t denounced yet, you denounce just like us!
We are on the side of people’s organization [the POMOA]!)

Here, in the Self-denunciation and Mass-exposure sessions, there was violence, which was more
symbolic in its form. Violence of a more symbolic, non-physical nature included acts of
humiliation and coercion to induce individuals to make public confessions were applied. In the
Mass-exposure, the people of the town used the opportunity to denounce personal enemies. As a
result, enmity, mistrust and fear became the rule. In this sense, the regime’s terror campaign was
successful: it generated widespread fear, mutual suspicion, and the collapse of trust among the
people of the town. In doing so, it cut short any challenge to the regime’s and deterred people

from engaging in actions to support the EPRP’s political activities.”®

In general, according to my informants, in both the Self-denunciation and Mass-exposure
session’s “more than three hundreds EPRP members in Débrd Marqos” were identified and

detained.>

> Canyalalaw Kase, Kaddmailase ..., p. 11; Informants: Qome¢d Ambaw and Qumlatiw Adamu;
*2 Ibid, pp. 11-12.
%% Informants: Qomegi Ambaw, A§iber Wildisinbit and Qumlagiw Adamu.
54 |
Ibid.
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3.2.1.2. Searching Campaigns

Next to the “national program of arming the supporters of Darg”, on 23 March 1977, ménter
zdmdca (literally means the campaign of clearing) or bét labét aséssa ena fefeqe masefetat
(literally mean the House to House Search and Disarmament) effort originated and commenced
by the POMOA office of Addis Ababa.>® The same actions were taking place in Dabra Marqos
town. In May 1977, the then provincial police commander Germa Haile Selassie was arming
members of gabalé Associations.”® Hence, based on his letter written to the provincial

administrator, two hundred sixty dimotfars (DM-4) with fifty fitting bullets were arming.>’

On 31 May 1977, the first [for the town] asassa zdmdca (literally means the searching campaign)
was launched in Déabra Marqos.*® The main purpose of this campaign was for hidden opposition
activists, weapons and propaganda materials.>® In fact, prior to this campaign, in “November
1976”%° and “August 1976”%, Darg conducted Searching Campaign to collect arms in and
around the town. And this was also similar with the former by its plan to disarming of its

opponents, but not a part of it.

The search teams include the Abeyot Tebaqga squads and the militia. The campaign had had one
team for each of the eleven gabalés of the town. It was strictly implemented by mdnter zimdca

(literally means the thin out campaign).®? Under this implementation the neighboring gabélés of

> Abeyotwit Ityopia, VIII, 2, Mégabit 14, 1969 E.C.

% DMUAC: Folder No. 36, File No. #0/1-18, Ref. No 578/18/69, Date 19 genbot 1969 E.C.

*" Ibid.

¥ DMUAC: Folder No.310, File No. #0/2-77, Ref. No. 863/174/510, 27 Genbot 1969 E.C. a letter from a
qabélé leader to Dabra Marqos Town Police Station.

%% Informant: Qomega Ambaw

% Ipid.

" NALA: Folder No. 98, File No. A.@-4/71/1, Ref. No. T'a»10/16/269, 27 Nahasé 1968 E.C.

%2 The committee was uniquely established by the administrators of Gojjam province.
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Gozamen awrajja were immediate participants of the campaign in their respective areas. But,

due attention was given to the seat of the province, Dabra Marqos.®

The searching campaign was conducted from May 31 to June 3, 1977.%* Darg and its supporters
jailed people whom they suspected to be ‘counter-revolutionaries’ and confiscated arms.®® By
this campaign, the teams were “able to confiscate illegally held arms”® but failed to demolish

EPRP’s organizational structure.

Although policies of "applying revolutionary measures™ were directed principally against the
EPRP during the Red Terror, political killings as well as ‘confiscating arms’ were not confined
to alleged EPRP members. For instance, one informant recalls the experience of an illiterate
neighbor, who had found Democracia pamphlet on the street and taken them home to be used as
toilet paper. During a search a pamphlet was found, and he was arrested on suspicion of illegally
duplicating subversive literature. Therefore, many residents of the town were detained and
tortured without even having been politically active. In addition, weapons of suspected EDU

members were also confiscated and the individuals were imprisoned.®’

After the completion of the Searching Campaign, Qabalé Association members prepared a show
on 6 June 1977, at Negus Takla Hayemanot Square.® On this show, different weapons and

EPRP’s political materials i.e. propaganda papers and printing machines, were displayed to the

8 Informants: Qomegi Ambaw.

% DMUAC: Folder No.310, File No. v/2-77, Ref. No. 863/174/510, 27 Genbot 1969 E.C.

% For instance, Saldga Wargenah Endald, Ejegu Kassa, Margos Tafari, Cané Réata, Kabada Bogala and
Gébra Mésqdl AteSam were imprisoned by the assasa buden (literally meaning the searching team). Ibid. Among
these, Gibri Misqil AteSam was a father of Estifanos, who was a Sub-zonal leader.

°®* DMUAC, Folder No. 79, File No. 410, Ref. No. 1094/A/410, 29 Genbot 1969 E.C.

% Amhara National Regional State High Court Archive: Folder No. 439, File No. 1554, Reference Number,
2/1222/1399/2, Miazya 20, 1969.

% DMUAC: Folder No. 79, File No. 410, Ref. No. 1094/A\/410, 29 Genbot 1969 E.C.
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public.®® The show was intended to discourage and frustrate people of the town from supporting

EPRP’s political activities.”

However, when the Searching Campaign was held, the EPRP members did not allow the actions
without any response. They were engaged in different ‘defensive activities” which were
“developed by the party in August 1976 and spread to the Zonal structure in the first months of
1977 One of its ‘defensive activities’ was performed by the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary
Youth League (EPRYL).”? Some members of the League organized groups known as ya U Uta

komité (literally meaning the Committee of Yelling).

In fact this was practiced by mostly mothers of the EPRP members within the vicinity. The
Committee was organized and became functional during the bét 1& bét aséssa (House to House
Searching) to protect members of the party from the asdssa buden (searching teams). While the
asassa buden raided homes, mothers yowled and youngsters threw stones on the roof of the
houses around the area. This was meant to mobilize/alarm the people against the asdssa as well
as imprisonment and killings of the youth by the Darg.” Accordingly, this committee had played
a role to save the EPRP members and youngsters from being caught by the team of the asassa in

the town, at least for some time.”

Even though the government suppresses EPRP’s activity in the town, its members in turn had
been devised to combat the crisis by arranging urban killings.” Thus, parallel to the killings and

asassa of the Darg, the EPRP members were also preoccupied with their own urban killings. As

® |bid, Folder No. 89, File No. 210, Ref. No. 10922/24/64, Date, Genbot 28, 1969 E.C.

" Informants: Qomca Ambaw and Aldmayahu Balaye.

™ Kiflu Tadesse, The Generation |1, p. 285.

2 The Youth League nationally made itself public on March 8, 1977. Kiflu Tadesse, The Generation II, p.
284; Hivvgt Tefera, Tower in the Sky, (Addis Ababa: AAU Press, 2012), p. 227.

Ibid.
™ Informant; Yéanéalam Qumlacaw.
7 Informant: Tamasgan Aldmayahu.
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a result, some qabélé officials as well as civilians were attacked by EPRP’s urban squads.”® For
instance, on 29 May 1977, the urban squad tried to Kill police officers. The bomb attack was in
front of Dabrd Marqos Police Station. As a result, M&ato alaga Hayelu Asgddom, Mato aldga
Berhdné Lagaw and Adamu Haylu were wounded.”” According to the available sources, it was
arranged and done by the EPRP urban squad member, Adisu Balaye.”® Again, on 12 October
1977, the urban squad also tried to kill Selesi Hayelu, who was a crime investigator in the town’s
police station.”” This attack was led and organized by Yéasegat Hebesté. According to my

informant, Yasegat Hebesté was the urban squad member.2°

EPRP members in Débra Marqgos were rife with factional conflicts. EPRP’s internal conflict had
been transcending even up to prisons. So as to avenge those of the EPRP members considered as
a cause for the weakness of the EPRP were denounced by their own members. One of the Zonal
leaders, Alamayéhu Tamasgén, prepared his own black list then he exposed their names for
government authorities.®* This is one of the features of the culture of political vengeance as

epitomized by EPRP.

In general by the self-denunciations and mass-confession sessions, more than three hundreds
EPRP members and sympathizers were identified. Even though, the then Darg officials had
promised to release all EPRP members, if they denounce themselves, they took all into a
detention camp, Asramestifia Saldqa Military Camp. Here, anyone who dares to spread the

slightest rumor against the regime was arrested immediately and brought to this camp.®

" Ibid.

" DMUAC: Folder No. 79, File No. 410, Ref. No. 1080/&/410, 25 Genbot 1969 E.C.

"8 Ibid; Informant: Tamasegan Alamayahu.

" NALA: Folder No. 98, File No. A.m-4/71/1. Ref. No. 228/4/410, 3 Tegemt 1970 E.C. See Appendix IV.
& |nformant: Tamasgan Alamayahu

8 Canyalalaw, kdddmdlase ..., p. 41.

8 Genzeb, “Red Terror...,” P. 67.
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According to the detainee’s information, in this camp the prisoners had a relative freedom of

movement. Most prisoners were allowed to take daily walks within the camp.®®

Even in this concentration camp, the POMOA arranged a denunciation process. The session was
led and attended by “EPRP members and sympathizers” who were detained in the camp. Even
though, these sessions were led by the EPRP members, it was infiltrated by the POMOA cadres.
It was chaired by one of the EPRP’s Zonal Committee members, Canyaldw Kasé. The main

purpose was to disclose EPRP’s weapons, printing machines and printed propaganda materials.®*

Even outside of the prison, the condition was difficult. In a public speech on 13 April 1977,
Maingistu called upon the people to fight against the "enemies of the revolution”.® He smashed
bottles filled with something resembling blood in a mass political rally at Revolution Square to
signify the blood he vowed to spill of his “enemies” and impending destruction of imperialism,
feudalism and bureaucratic capitalism.®® Following this, on 13 April 1977, the provincial
administrator and police commander, Saliga Atenafu Tariku and Saldga Engeda Telahun sent a

message to the president of Ethiopia through telegram.®’

The strategies of Darg following the coup in February 1977, i.e. arming of the urban population,
searching campaign as well as denunciation put considerable social and psychological pressure

on the EPRP in Dabra Marqos.®® But even after a series of denunciations from March to May

& Informants: Qumlaciw Adamu and GA.

* Informants: Ibid.

8 Sifiw Hezb Abyotawit Ityiopian Léimitibdiq Tézdgajetual: Adhariwoce Yigequn Hezbocen Tegel
yimigditubdt menem hayel yilaCawum; Mangestu’s speech as stated by Addis Zaman,34™ Year, No. 1296, Miyazia
6, 1969 E.C.

% Ibid.

¥ Dabra Marqos, Addis Zaman, 34" Year, No. 1296, Miyazia 6, 1969 E.C.
® Informants:

56



1977, EPRP members were occupied with distributing party’s leaflets and painting the walls of

the town with different “revolutionary” messages.89

According to the archival sources, the Darg Investigation Office formed a streering committee
which was chaired by Colonel Téka Tulu. This committee had a mandate to inspect the
movements of the “anti-revolutionaries” in the province of Gojjam in general and Débré Margos
town in particular. The committee started its official investigation on 3 August 1977. The
committee identified individuals who said to had been an “anti-revolutionary”. Accordingly,
students accused of distributing the EPRP’s leaflets, the EPRP members and workers from the

POMOA office in Dabra Margos were jailed.”

Even though, the command was given by Colonel Téka Tulu, Colonel Makuriya Hayelé did not
take into practice. Then, members of the EPRP, who participated incidentally and read party’s

papers or who were disliked by the cadres of POMOA were detained.

3.2.1.3. Police Camp

However, as many members were arrested, the Darg learned how EPRP secret roots function.

That made it easier to kill and arrest its members one by one.

Like other parts of the country, political prisoners in Débrd Marqos were also held in police
station. Therefore, after the denunciation those who were suspected of underground activities
were detained in Asramestafia Saldga (the 15™ Battalion) Military Camp. Then, those who were

identified as ‘anti-revolutionary’ were moved to Police Camp.

8 For instance in the night of April 27, 1977 EPRP leaflets were distributed on the main roads of the town.
DMUAC: Folder No. 27, File No, av.A-59, Ref. No. 9491/11/68, 20 Miyaziya 1969 E.C; Folder No. 618, File No.

av/f.-19, Ref. No. 11348/100/50, Date 22 Miyaziya 1969 E.C. See more Appendix V.
% Dam Yazéla Dosé, p. 339.
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In the Police Camp they were interrogated thoroughly. During the interrogation process, torture
was the main instrument to force the suspected prisoners to give information about the EPRP and
their role in it. Thus, they used different types of torturing so that detainees reveal names of their
comrades whom they were working with. According to the victims, here, confession did not
necessarily stop the tortures.”* To force them to give as much information as possible, brutal
beatings, immersing in water, wafé lala, removing nails and other forms of torture were applied

on to them.

Wafé lala is an Amharic word created by student militants who underwent such torture during
the Imperial regime of Emperor Haile Selassie.” It is the most painful form of torture involving
the caning of the soles of the feet by a baseball bat-type of hard wood or coiled wire. This was
the most common form of torture during the Red Terror in Dabrd Marqos. According to my
informants, the beating could continue for an extended period. Thus, sometimes the torturers

took a rest and continued it for a long period of time.”
The victims sang the following poem about this form of torture.

M4, hA\ @4, hAA?
£ LAN OIO% TAT
N+PE AT (PR SAE
M4, hAN M4, hAr:H

Literally meaning:

wafé ilala, wafé ilala

My blood is shed, my body is rotting
By the red fire and the red stick
wafé ilala, wafé ilala

% Informants: Asiber Wildisinbit, Qumladiw Adamu and GA.

% Melakou Tegegn, “Mengistu’s ‘Red Terror’,” African Identities, 10:3, (2012), p. 254.
% Informants: Asiber Wildasinbit, Qumladiw Adamu and GA.

* Informant: Agiber Wildésinbiit.
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The torturers here were mainly members of the security police, gabalé officials, the POMOA
cadres and officers of the Central Intelligence Unit. From those the well-known interrogators
were Fikadu Tidgign, Bayé Bilitdi and Andargatdwu K.* According to my informant, a
POMOA cadre and member of Sadad, “Fakadu Tagdgn gained a fearsome reputation among
detainees with his cruelty”.”® As a result of his crudeness prisoners as well as people of the town

called him in Amharic, Negus (literally meaning king).

In fact, the prison authorities and the POMOA cadres were not the only actors in the torturing of
prisoners in a Police Camp. Some members of the EPRP also actively participated. Such scenario
followed the factions which were formed within EPRP since September 1976 as Clique and

Anjja (literally meaning splinter).%’

Many anjja members, chased by party squads, were forced to surrender to the authorities, hoping
for mercy. However, unlike Kiflu’s argument, the anjja members were not the only collaborators
but also the Clique.®® From November 1977, some Clique members in Dabra Marqos, so as to
save their lives, also started collaborating with the Darg cadres. Then after collaborators gave
information about their party they were also imprisoned by the government.*® In prison, they met
with their comrades. Hence, political prisoners who were imprisoned by the POMOA established

a strong relation with the prison authorities. So as to avenge their suffering, prisoners were

% Canyalalaw Kase, kdddimdlase ..., p. 54.

% |nformants: Asiber Wildasinbit and Alimayéihu Tamésgin.

" Kiflu Tadesse, The Generation I1, p. 180.

% Kiflu argues that “Derg cadres, with the support of the anjja in some cases would sit down with the
prisoners, one at a time, with a drawing of the EPRP structure to which the member belonged in their hands, and
demand that they fill in the missing information and links.” Ibid, pp.283-284] But he neglects the role and position
of some Clique members those collaborated with the regime.

% Informants: Qumlac¢daw Adamu, and ASiber Wildédsanbat.
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involved in torture.'® Beside factional cases, individual issues were also reflected on this act of

vengeance.

For instance, Alamayahu Tamasgan, formerly EPRP’s Zonal Defense Representative who was
caught and imprisoned by the Déarg at an early stage, was the one who engaged in such act. He
was ‘vindictive’ with no ability to forgive and forget the deeds of the EPRP members, who
refused to accept his commands earlier.!”* Gétacdw Ziru was a teacher and member of the
EPRP. He was arrested during the mass denunciation and self-denunciation frenzy, which took
place in a DMGSS earlier. Before his imprisonment, he did not volunteer to steal and hand over
his father’s colt to the then Zonal Defense Representative. Therefore, the imprisonment Gétacaw
became an opportune moment for Aldmayahu to avenge what was done on him when they were
out of the prison. He watched while Géta¢aw was tortured by the cadres. He even he tortured his
former comrade brutally until he couldn’t walk.'®® Therefore, the act of vengeance between the

factions of the EPRP in the prison was also part of the political violence of the period.

The agony of the prisoners was not stopped in the Police Camp. The tortures as well as killings
continued ruthlessly in the next prison. Besides, their factional conflict had been surpassing into

Démalase Prison, where many suspected EPRP members and sympathizers were jailed.

The introduction arming the supporters of the regime, the searching campaign and the Self-
denunciation and Mass-exposure sessions, by the Darg and its civilian allies marginalized the

courts and redefined notions of citizenship.*®®

19 bid.

1% |hid.

19 Informant: Assber Wildasanbit.

193 paul H. Brietzke, Law, Development, and the Ethiopian Revolution, (Lewisburg: Bucknell University
Press, 1982), pp. 186-99.
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3.2.2. The Pinnacle of the Terror

This phase covers the period from 12 November 1977 to 14 August 1978. In this phase, the act
of disarming, denunciation, imprisonment and torturing shifted into complexity of gruesome
atrocities. Killings under this period were applied in mass. The anguish of the Red Terror in

Débré Marqos was recorded under this phase.

There are a number of factors appear to have contributed to the acceleration of ‘Red Terror’ in
Ethiopia in general and Dabrd Marqgos town in particular. The factor for the intensification of
Red Terror in the town was the amalgam of national and local factors. From these, the national

factor was more pertinent. As Bahru states that,

The war with Somalia gave the Darg and its agents what they interpreted as a
mandate to liquidate all internal opposition mercilessly. The execution of the
Déarg’s vice chairman, Lt. Col Atenafu Abate, in November 1977 removed the
last restraining influence against the vicious spiral of murder. Moreover the splits
within both the EPRP and Maison gave the terror campaign elements with a
particular zeal born of the instinct of self-preservation.*

Therefore, on 12 November 1977, the Darg chairman and head of state, Lt. Col. Méngestu,
publicly urged gabalé leaders to “spread revolutionary terror” against government opponents,
particularly the EPRP. So as to spread revolutionary terror against opponents, particularly the
EPRP, the government nationally announced “gdye Seber yefafam” (literally means let the Red

Terror be accelerated).'%

The second was a local one, but was tied-up with the national factors. Following the execution of
the Darg’s vice chairman in November 1977, Mingestu reshuffled the high level provincial

officers. Consequently, the ‘moderate’ permanent member of the Darg in the province of

104 Bahru Zewde, “The History of..., p. 29.
1% Qay Seber yefafam, Addis Zaméan, 34" Year, No. 1467, Hedar 6, 1970 E.C.
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Gojjam, Saliga Makuriya Hayelé was replaced by Méato alaga Esitu Alimu.’® Hence, “the acts
of terror in Ethiopia were organized and led by officers assigned directly by Méngestu,” ESitu

worked hard to implement in practice the letter which was sent from the center.'”’

Earlier, he “took part in the November’s Massacre of 19747108

which was mainly “carried out by
Colonel Daniel Asfaw”.'®® He was also a member of yalawut hawareyat (the Apostles of
Change).™° He went for socialist education to Moscow and Havana, and returned in early 1977.
Then he became an important propagandist of the struggle against domestic opponents in

Gondar.**! There, he was an assistant to Saliga Malaku Téfara, a ruthless administrator

infamously known as ‘the butcher’ in Gondar.™?

In connection to his stay in Gondar some informants argued that, “ESdtu acquired the experience
of killing as well as torturing of the ‘anti-Darg’ elements from Saliga Malaku”.'*® But, this
seems to be a sweeping generalization. No doubt, many youngsters were tortured and killed
there, but we could not blame the atrocities committed by ESitu to his former relation with

Mélaku. Rather, it was due to his personal cruelty as well as the political nature of the regime.

108 Informants: Agaber Wildisinbét and Qomga Ambaw.

197 Dawit Woldegiorgis, Red Tears..., p. 92.

198 ) eyu agabi heg bana colonel Mangestu Haylal Maryam laye yagarabaw kes ena yafédaral kefetafia ferd
bét yasataw wusane, Addis Ababa, maskaram 2000 E.C., pp. 7-9. Recently, this information supported from his
personal cellphone by the investigation office of the court in Dutch. “‘I have done things in the past that I cannot
justify at this moment,”” he was recorded saying in a wire-tapped phone conversation. SBS Radio, interview with
victim of Red Terror in Dabra Marqos. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRO8EHss2VU. Accessed on 20 July
2018.

1% Dawit Woldegiorgis, “The Power of ...,” p. 57.

1% SBS Internet Radio, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dR08EHss2VU, Accessed on 20 July, 2018.

1 Informant: Qomga Ambaw.

112 Malaku T4f4ra was a Permanent Member of Dérg and the administrator of Gondar Province. Red Terror
under his rule was very cruel and gruesome atrocities were registered in Gondar. As a result of his cruelty the people
of Gondar expressed their agony and fear in the following Amharic poem:

ARV oA PATHC 6T @7L9°F

PHLT TICANT hATDSYD AADALI::
Literally meaning that,

(Please Malaku, the younger brother of God

Spare my son for today | will never birth from now.)
3 Informants: Qomga Ambaw and Aldmayahu Bélaye.
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Therefore, Mélaku’s experience and ESdtu’s relation with him could not be the rationale behind

for the cruel actions of the latter people of Débré Marqos.

At the height of Red Terror, he was assigned as permanent member of Darg in Gojjam Province.
From November 1977, he became ‘Chairman of the Coordinating Council of the Revolutionary
Campaign’ in Gojam. According to the available archival sources, Mato alaqa Esatu was one of
the main organizers of the Red Terror in Gojjam Province in general and Dabra Marqos town in
particular. In addition to the Manter campaigns, he also organized Damses (Liquidate)
Committee with its own respective committee, which worked in Gojjam Province, especially in

Dabra Marqos Town.™* The Damses Committee was led by Lieutenant Ababa Dasta.™

Since ESdtu was Ddrg’s highest representative in Gojjam, he used to summon the chief of the
special commanders of the awerajjas within the province to order them on ‘revolutionary

killings*.*®

3.2.2.1. The Agony in DidmiilaSe Prison
The Central Prison was located at the foot of the hill where ESétu’s office (formerly the palace of
Negus Takla Hayemanot) was. After the revolutionary struggle was suppressed by the Red

Terror, many peoples were arrested from Dabra Margos town and its surroundings to be gathered

Y4 Yileyu Aqgabi Heg sifit bét, Dam Yazdla Dossé: Bigizé 'awi Wotaddirawi Astidaddir Déirg Wiyem

Ydamdngest Abalat Bd Nesuhdn Zégoce Laye Yitdfisamd Winejil Zdgdba, (A.A: Far East Publishing, Ter 2002
E.C.), p.340.

> DMUAC: Folder No. 79, Ref. No. £/i/120/2/70, Mégabit 11, 1970 E.C.

18 Dam Yazala Dossé, pp. 338-339.
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in the Police Camp. Then, after the interrogation, more than five hundreds of them were taken to

Central Prison, also known as Ddmalas Prison.’

According to the available sources, the transfer of political prisoners from Police Camp to the
Central Prison began from December 1977.*® There were more than One Thousand Four
Hundred prisoners at the time. There were two types of prisoners known in Amharic as daraq
esrefia (literally meaning dry prisoners) and értib éserefia (literally meaning wet prisoners).
Daraq esrefias were nonpolitical whereas értib éserefias were political prisoners. From the total
prisoners more than Nine Hundred prisoners were értib éserefias. These type of prisoners were

treated differently.™*® This topic focuses on the so called értib éserefias.

In fact, during the period of Ethiopian Red Terror (1976-1978) conditions in all prisons of
Ethiopia were harsh. However, according to the victims, the authorities of the Central Prison of
Débré Marqgos seemed to be very innovative indeed, to make the lives of the prisoners miserable
until they face their ultimate death.'?® These made it very harsh and gruesome. Sihiye Jambaru

in her book has clearly elaborated the conditions of prisoners in this prison as follows,

PGP +L  TNC AZL AAT AMANPT  +2 TNCT  EA ALLAI: heMk: It
PHNEF@T NTRT LAMI DL TNC L449°NF PoLA: Luol 807 730 19°M
oo @COC 1@ A @+ N7 POLLOAT! én® O 90N ANC @ NTreE
ANPIPMIACN +h ALA AAIM  9°79° ALNFCEH ooPT:: (T ALNATII®: AhaN,

nedinige:: 12t

Literally meaning,

Y7 This prison also known as the Higher Prison and it got its name during Emperor Haile Selassie’s regime.
The equivalent word of DédmaélaSe in English is ‘the Avenger’. It deserves the nomenclature DdmélaSe (literally
meaning avenger).

18 Informants: Qomca Ambaw and Asiber Wildasinbit. For instance, see Appendix V1.

2 Ibid.

20 Ipid.

121 Sahidye Jambiru, Diamelase, (Addis Ababa: Mega Publishing Enterprise, 1993 E.C), p.2.
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(The Red Terror of Marqos [Déabré Marqos] is not silly like that of the other areas
[of Ethiopia]. It does not merely drag people out of their home, riddle their head
with bullets and say ‘Let Red Terror carried out on me’. This is simply taking a
small bite and throws bread. It is a rascal that wastes food. In the house righteous
food is respected. It is preserved carefully and when served it is chewed gently
and swallowed entirely without leftovers. The house is not dirtied, the area is not
soiled.)

Central Prison (Démaélas) was the most brutal spot. In this prison the interrogation was mainly
done by those who came from the Central Investigation Unit (in Amharic, ydma ekdilawi
mermara kefel).*?? This group was led by Mato alaga Esitu Andargé, and included Tafarawarg

Ayaléw, Bayé Biliti and Gétaddw Mamo as members.'?

Torture was the rule rather than the exception in Damélase. Conditions were calamitously
inhuman. In room number five, six, seven and eight were labeled as dark rooms. In those rooms,

political prisoners were locked up in close confinement and underwent constant torture.***

Prisoners faced different forms of ‘revolutionary measures.” Awuge¢dw Awidqé affirms that, he
was harmed by guards and special interrogators, who reported directly to Mato aldga Esatu. He
also describe that there was kicking and whipping with a wire, electric shock and spoon.'?®
Prisoners were hit on their faces, private parts and walk bare foot. The frequent torture has left

126

ASédber’s left ear to ringing constantly and lose his sight partially.” Another individual named

GA for anonymity was also one of the victims. GA was suspended in the air, with his hands and

122 Dam Yazéla Dose, pp. 340, 345 and interview with the victims on the Voice of America (VoA) radio
Amharic  program;  https://amharic.voanews.com/a/ethiopia-red-terror-eshetu-alemu-the-hague-court-and-the-3-
witnesses-with-alula-kebede-11-03-17/4101041.html, November 5, 2017.

2 Informant: Asiber Wildasénbit.

124 Informants: Ibid, Awugediw Awigd and G.A.

125 Informant: Awugediw Awiga.

2® Informant: Asiber Wildasinbit.
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feet tied together and bottles filled with water hung from his genitalia. As a result, one of his

testicles percolated.**’

The other heartbreaking case is the story of someone who had been tortured severely but he
refused to confess. His younger brother who had no notion of or involvement in politics was
summoned and was tortured in front of him. Still, the elder brother remained adamant. The
younger brother, knowing nothing about politics could not provide any information. The
torturers then brought the mothers of the two brothers. After the mother has seen what the

torturers had done to her sons, she had suffered insanity ever since.'®

Due to the agony of the tortures, most victims wished death. To show that mutilation is worse

than death the victims sang the following poem in the prison.

a9 AANT 9179° LI HPAE
NAGT aomOO-T 977 997 Lbdkav PP

Literally meaning,

(Nothing is new with death it is everybody’s fate
Who can stand, however, being roasted with fire.)

They also had the following poem to show the pain of whipping by the interrogators,
M P18 T4V Fohv?
NAN AANTTTT N6V h-PV
PPL TNC Bee ALAMT Aty

Literally meaning,

(1 abandoned you, Mota Qéraniyo
Since you ignored my Offerings and the loud cry in your armpit
As the whips of the Red Terror peeled my skin.)

21 Informant: G.A.

128 Informant: Taméasgan Alamayahu.
' Informant: A8iber Wilddsinbiit.
2% bid.
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In this prison the excess of the prison authorities infringes the norms and accepted principles.
Since July 1, 1978, after and in between the interrogation and tortures, prisoners’ free movement
was restricted in this prison."* Because, on this date prisoners from room number eight was
break the prison. For this reason, from date on prisoners were ordered to be fettered in a special
prepared shackle. According to the eyewitnesses account, prisoners were line in two rows and
two inmates were selected to be fettered in a specially prepared shackle.*? Thus, one of the
prisoners leg was fettered with a leg of another inmate; for instance, the left with the right one
and vice versa. The fettered prisoner called his inmate in Amharic, Qurafa (literal meaning the

133

paired).

According to my informants, prisoners who were fettered were walking together, sleeping
together and when they go to the toilets they had to do it together.”** As a matter of fact, it was
only in the morning and the evening they were allowed to a bathroom visit.*® If they needed a
toilet before the scheduled time, they were urinating and defecating within a cell. Materials in
which they used for urinating and defecating were called gel (literally meaning calabash) and
zufano (a material which has round shape and hole at the center, made from mud),

respectively.'*®

The agony of the prisoners had not stopped with a torture in the dark rooms; rather it continued
until the final decisions. The victims were consequently dehumanized and this was a necessary

precondition in order for mass execution to occur. At the height of the Red Terror in Dé&bra

B Canyalalaw Kase, Kdddimilase ..., pp.112-113.

32 Informants: Asiber Wildasianbit, and G.A. The metal had a ‘U’ shape. It had two holes at the top. After
the two metals were put round the two legs, the cleats to connect the round metal would be inserted in the two holes.
The cleats had a head like a bolt. When the cleats were inserted, the metal would have a shape of a shackle. Ibid. pp.
112-113. Séhidye Jambaru, Ddmelase, p. 2.

33 1bid.

B34 1bid.

" Ipid.

3¢ Informant: Asiber Wildasinbit.
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Marqos, mass execution was reported in and out of Damélase Prison. Wherever, the execution

took place the final action to bury the victims were held in the prison.*?’

According to my informants, mostly political prisoners saved their lives if and only if they got
one of the following chances. First, if the prisoner had relatives who worked with the ruling
government. Second, those who had a rich family who were able to pay money to the POMOA
officials as bribe. For instance, a prisoner like ASdber Waldasanbat, who had strong family with
money survived but he arrested, imprisoned and tortured in the prison.*® The third was if he/she
got a chance to be punished by serving a prison term only. The last, which was rare case, was if
he/she succeeded to escape from the prison. For example, on July 1, 1978 Alamerdw Gadafaw

4% were succeeded to escape from the prison.**® The rest either died

and Mamuyaat Kabad
during the torture or were executed later on.*** For instance, Malaku Waldatansaye died while he

was tortured by the interrogators.*?

The agony of the prisoners did not stop here. They proceeded to the final actions, which were

mass executions within and out of the prison.

3.2.2.2. Mass Executions

In this phase of the terror, besides the tortures, secret and announced executions were registered
in the town. Thus, in the months of February, June and August 1978, executions were registered

in different parts of the town. The targets of mass execution were perpetually groups of people

537 Informants: Tamisgin Aldmaydhu, Asdber Wildadsanbit, and G.A.
138 H
Ibid.
139 Sefiraw Kibidi, “Yamamuyi Tezetawode,” in Térarocen Yangdtaqdti Tewuled, Vol.5, (Mega Printing
Press, 1993), p. 220.
10 Canyalaw Kase, KaddimdlaSe yamakaber..., p. 113.
141 H
Ibid.
Y2 Informant: A8iber Wildasinbit; VoA Radio Amharic program, interview with the victims of the Red
Terror in Dabrd Marqos; https://amharic.voanews.com/a/ethiopia-red-terror-eshetu-alemu-the-hague-court-and-the-
3-witnesses-with-alula-kebede-11-03-17/4101041.html, November 5, 2017. Mdlaku was a teacher at DMGSS. He
was a founding member of EPRP in Dabr& Marqos. In addition, he was a member of the Zonal Committee.
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who were defined as ‘enemies of the revolution’, mostly EPRP members but also EDU members.
The rhetoric of annihilation regarding their political affiliations was often, therefore, a

prerequisite for the mass execution to be carried out. However, civilians were also victimized.'*®

Therefore, the first mass execution of this phase took place on 5 February 1978. After he took a
“revolutionary action”, Méato alaga Esdtu Alimu reported to Sambdl Feqra Selassie Wagdaras,

through telegram. His letter reads as follows:

04-chHOTF AdvavIMC (ATSTT AS Pi ... HM&@- 60t 0O A%F v-AF P7°AN
AT AT G90A AAD. PANGC hAP AL ACIE TONSA: U-AES H1LAPA:
MILGHG I°IMe-M hUPI° AIebmA 1ot

Literally meaning,
(I am in an operation. ... Today at seven o’clock we have taken an action on two

police members, Sambdl and Aser aldga. Both were killed. The seminar and
operation are still going on.)

As he clearly indicated on his letter, Mato aldga ESdtu had been continued his operation
throughout the province. Hence, in June 1978, some youngsters were taken from the prison and
executed in the outskirt of the town, particularly at a place known as Gotéara. Finally, they buried
in the prison compound. According to my informants all of the victims were members of the

EPRP.1#

Again, on 5 August 1978, sixteenth EPRP members, most of them were on leadership position,
were executed in the prison compound.**® They included Aldmayahu Tamasgan, Wandménah

Cané, Estifanos Gébramaseqdl, Diasaldan Asnagd, Aldamayahu Meteku, Sdrgu Muhe, Téaféra

3 Informants: A§iber Wildisanbit and Alimayihu Bilaye and Dam Yazala Dose, p. 340.
Y4080 @FTEA oo HIN RTC 1/87 (401/85) @-NT PA.0. ch? “INLS 147.4.5: Dam yazala

Dose, p.340.

8 Informants: Asiber Wilddsinbit and Asiber Wildisinbit.
¢ Dam yazala Dose, p.344.
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Méngeste, Tamasgan Téafara, Tafara Sisay, Mahamad Husén, Mulugeta Asfaw, Getnat

Disyebildw, A’emero Bilay, Ewunatu Ababa, Samuel Sabsebé and Tadasa Ayaléw. 147

3.2.2.3. A Satanic Act in a Holy place

Lastly, on 20 August 1978, the last and the most horrific mass execution registered in Dabra
Margos town. This massacre is special from the other registered mass killing in the town. What

makes this special is that, the mass killing and buried were held in the church compound.

It was on 14 August 1978 the mass killing commanded by Mato aldga Esatu. The letter read as

follows:

APTF@ hlv 2C P2 NHFANALT HCHC PH100@- (138 0L-A NPT 04-a NS T
eCLF T OM9° ha s Mool ANEP AC°E ATS8.00CO0NT@ PS  hé.90a0-
A0 PLCT WL Ahda-Pav-:t

Literally meaning,

(This is to inform you that, the anti-revolution activities of eighty anti-
revolutionaries whose list is attached with this letter are so serious that you should
take revolutionary measure and make a report.)

Therefore, based on Mato aldga Esdtu’s order, on 20 August 1978, seventy five prisoners were
taken out of their cells at night.**® They took them by tying their hands at the back and putting a
rope round their necks. When they reached “in front of St. Mikael Church”, they forced them to
kneel down.*®® Then, Special Force troops knocked down the prisoners and killed them by
strangulation. Finally, the so-called daraq ésranias (nonpolitical prisoners), those came from the

nearby prison compound; Damaélase, had to carry the dead bodies into a specially prepared mass

Y7 |bid. pp. 344-345.

8 Dam yazala Dose, p.341.

9 |bid. p.346 and Informant: Agiber Wiildésinbiit.

150 The place found on the foot hill of the palace, office of Lieutenant Esitu Alimu. It between the prison
and the office of him
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grave, in a place between the church and the prison.'* According to the eyewitness to the killing,

“Siyamrafn Dérdsd, who was a teacher and EPRP member, was buried alive”. 1>

After this horrific act, based on his letter sent to the prison authorities, a report was sent back to
Mato aldga Esatu. The implementation was uncovered by the archival materials in which the
administrator of the prisons in Gojjam Province, Saldga Wéndemeya Hayelé ascertained the

mass killing by his letter. The letter reads as follows:

N8/12/70 NETC 448/4/11 01H94A7F TOMH aonlt 71 0L-aNP+HFT  ACI°SE
AONEVTF@.: OdE 29 AA hovi 0T ALooAm: 118047 ATE OHU- +7 PM4.?
Atk 77 Neothd A8 OV 0 POLTT oo P AP1007 HCHS T (R L840
ATTVEYT aoANTYY AGANNAT S

Literally meaning,

(Based on the order that was written on the date 8/12/1978, number 448/4/11,
seventy one anti-revolutionaries were killed. In addition, three were killed before
this command came while they were trying to escape from the prison, one
prisoner disappeared on the same day, but the remaining five are found in Matakal
prison. Therefore, inform you that we have sent the details of the lists attached to
this letter.)

But it seems to not to inform the action done on to the prisoners, rather to mislead the people.
Because, the eyewitness maintains that, “even though he wrote a letter to the prison authority to
take a ‘revolutionary action and to report it, ESdtu Alamu overseeing a person was being buried
alive and kicked to death”.” Therefore, Licutenant E§itu gave the order for 'revolutionary

measures' to be taken against victims.

This event is remembered as a horrific event ever since in the town. No parent could take the

corp of an offspring; no one was allowed to shed tears. Rather they commanded their parents to

151
152

Informant: M.G.
Ibid. He was also the chairman of the Ethiopian Teachers’ Association (ETA) office of Gojjam.
'° Federal High Court Archive: Folder No. 1/87, File No. £.147.5, Ref. No. A/4/10472/70. See also

Appendix VII.
% Informant: M.G.
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prepare food for the soldiers. According to my informants, this was deliberately made with an
objective of terrorizing the people.'> This mass execution in a church compound was the most
destructive, both in human and cultural aspects. After this terrifying action, mass killings in the

province in general and the town in particular had become almost to an end.

% Informant: Aldmayahu Bélaye.
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CHAPTER FOUR
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE RED TERROR IN DABRA
MARQOS TOWN

As | discussed in the previous chapter, the Red Terror was a campaign of tortures and killings
that was unleashed maily in the urban parts of the country in general and Dabr&a Marqgos town in
particular. It was carried out by “the Darg and targeted members of EPRP and its sympathizers”.
To combat its opponents Darg did not resort to legal organs but used extra-judicial organs which
it set up with the sole purpose of punishing and squashing the ‘anti-revolutionaries’. Dérg
employed instruments of terror to liquidate the EPRP in the urban parts of the country in general

and Débra Marqos town in particular.

The organization was hierarchically structured from the top to the bottom. While the main

structure and its target were minted at the political center, it was implemented by both local and

central actors. According to Abbink, “the local and central actors converged in shaping these
29 1

organizational structures and in generating the resultant violence”.” Therefore, violence during

the Ethiopian Red Terror was the amalgam of the local administrations and the central state.

The infamous mass Killers, as well as torturers, came from a wide range of institutions ranging
from the Dérg itself to the gabalés (Urban Dwellers Associations) of Débra Marqos town. The
tortures and killings in D&bra Marqos from 1977 to 1978 were organized and executed by those
institutions. Institutions central to this were the abeyot tebaga, the Qabale Associations, the

police force, the Revolutionary Campaign Coordinating Committee, and the Darg Interrogation

! John Abbink, “The Impact of Violence: the Ethiopian "Red Terror" as a Social Phenomenon,” In Peter J.
Bréunlein and Andrea Lauser (eds.), Krieg und Frieden: Ethnologische Perspektiven, (Kea Edition: Bremen, 1995),
p.138.
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Division. Thus, this chapter focuses on the role of those institutions during the Red Terror (1977-

1978) in Dabra Marqos Town.

4.1 The Role of the Qabale

Qabalés were formed following the proclamation of urban housing in July 1975.% According to
the proclamation, these institutions were formed “to hear and decide disputes between urban
dwellers over lands and houses, to protect public property as well as the rules and welfare of the
urban population.”® Like the other urban parts of the country, eleven Qabalé Associations (QA)

or Urban Dweller’s Associations were formed in D&bra Margos Town.

However, it was not long before these associations turned into “the site of urban terror”.* Thus,
since the first months of 1976 control of the gabélé became “the vital battleground in the
struggle for power in the cities” of the country.’ It was alternatively operated by the EPRP
against supporters of the government and by ruling state officials against their opponents. Each

side sought to mobilize the mass against the other.®

In October 1976, the regime came up with a new proclamation which focused on the roles of
QA.” They were reformed to stem the demand for local self-administration, a popular slogan of
the radical opposition. Therefore, it greatly increased the power of the gabale, giving them direct
control over the administration of their neighborhoods.? Since then, these institutions were the

base units of the structural organizations of the regime. Then, according to Proclamation No.

2 Nagarit Gazéfa, Proclamation No.47, 1975, 34" year, No. 41, July 26, 1975, p. 209.

® Ibid, pp. 209-210.

* Babile, To Kill..., P.77; Halliday and Molyneux, The Ethiopian ..., p. 112.

> Christopher Clapham, Transformation..., p. 51.

® Halliday and Molyneux, The Ethiopian..., p. 112.

;Négarit Gazéta, Proclamation No.104, 1976, 36" Year, No.5, October 6, 1976, p.75.
Ibid, p.76.
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104/1976, “qabalés were grouped into kafetafia (Higher Association)”.® Thus, the power of

kafetanas was to supervise activities of the gabalés grouped/assigned under their administration.

Since December 1976, the regime took the upper hand in controlling the gabéales of Débra
Margos Town with the appointment of one of the Darg‘s leading figures, Tédse’eya Mogis as
Chief of Urban Housing and Development office of the town. Candidates for the gabales were
nominated by him and Mile’aku Bédqdld, a chairman of the POMOA branch of the town.
Accordingly, these two officials arranged a seminar to the candidates and representatives of each
qabalé, which was held on 8 and 10 February 1977.%° Then, on 10 February 1977, the seminar
was concluded by electing the gabalé leaders and by forming a committee to facilitate activities
of the QAs. Gétahun Sdgaye, who was a member of Abeyotawi Sadad, was elected as leader of
the Committee of QAs in the town.™ In the same scenario, the QAs were organized into two
kafetdhas. The kafetafias were organized in kafetdfa 1 and kafetdfia 2 and they became
responsible to oversee the activities of five and six gabalés, respectively. Finally, on 13 February

1977, the committee prepared a seminar to the whole gabalés of the town.*?

® Ibid, pp.76-77.

19 4 Dabra Marqos gdbdléwoce yaneqat temehert siscc, Addis Zaman, 33th year, No. 1235, Yakatit 5,
1969 E.C.

! Informants: Qomega Amebaw and Asiber Wildasanbit.

12 |4 Débra Marqos ..., Addis Zaman, yékatit 5, 1969 E.C.
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Table.1 Names of the gabale leaders in Dabra Marqos (From March 1977 to

August 1978)

Qabale | Name of Qabale | Kafetafia Name  of Kéafetafa
Leaders Leaders

01 Sambdl Lemaneh

02 Getnét Yéasandwu

03 Damtdwu Wubesat Kafetéana 1 | Fakadu Tégan

04 Teénawu Héyele

06 Takasta Mogés

07 Taya Alamnéh

05 Negatu Tameru

08 Abébé Kéabada

09 Asmara Alamnah Kéfetdfia 2 | Germacidw Sébsebe

10 Margos Dérebe

11 Walé Bayéana

Source: Informants: Qomecd Amebaw, Yinéalim Qumlacdw, ASdber
Wiilddsianbédt, Hayelu Maingesté, Gezacdw Ayaléw and Tamésgin
Aldmayahu; DMUAC: Folder No. 320, File No. av/2-11, Ref. No.
7667/16/03/05, 2 Miyazia 1970 E.C.

Since March 1977, regular purges were undertaken to cleanse the gabalés of EPRP elements in
Débré Margos town. By the time the anti-EPRP war got declared, the eleven gabales in the town
were under the control of the POMOA. Unlike the other parts of the country, MEISON did not
acquire a monopoly in the appointment of the cadre as well as in the formation of the QAs rather,

Abeyotawi Sadad, Wazlige and Maléréd.™

According to Fesdha, each gabéalé and kafetafia of urban centers in the country was equipped

with detention centers run by the gabalé association and kafetafia officials.!* However, this was

'3 Informants: Ibid.
! Fesaha Dasta, Abeyotu ena Tezetayé, (Los Angeles, CA: TSEHAI Publishers, 2006 E.C), pp. 241-243.
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not the case in Dabra Margos Town.™ Thus, local violence was not high like that of the capital

city of the country, Addis Ababa.

According to my informants, the gabéalé cadres such as, Margqos Dérebe, Ababa Kabada, Taya
Alamnih, Sambdl Lemaneh, Asmara and Tékéasta Mogas in the town created much fear by their
all-embracing surveillance of the population. Because they had the authority to denounce and

imprison individuals they were considered as ‘anti-revolutionaries’.*®

Qabalés benefited from the state authority but were not closely controlled.’” As a result,
involvements of the gabalé cadres affected both how the victims were selected and also who was
selected. This could be expressed in two ways; on the one hand, “the cadres sought to eliminate
influential people who could turn a village against the regime”.'® On the other hand, “many
cadres used their power to settle personal feuds”.!* For example, according to my informant, a
man, from qgab&lé 08, was captured and imprisoned in the way described above.?’ He was
suspected of harboring anti-revolutionary outlooks and happened to be involved in a bitter
personal dispute with a committee member for having reneged his promise to marry the former’s

sister.?!

In addition, the gabé&lé cadres were keen on arresting women and young girls who resisted their
demand for sexual relations. The following story elucidates this point. “Asmard Alamnah, who

was the leader of gabalé 09, asked someone for sexual relation, but she ignored his request”.?

1: Informants: Qomec4, Yéanéalam, Asdber and Tamésgén.
Ibid.
7 Jacob Wiebel, ““Let the Red Terror intensify’: Political violence, governance and society in urban
Ethiopia, 1976-78,” International Journal of African Historical Studies, 48:1 (2015), pp. 12-13.
'8 Informants: Agiber, Tamisgin and Gezatiw Ayaléw.
2 1bid.
2 Informant: Asiber.
zi Ibid, Hayelu Mingesté and Geza¢iw Ayaléw.
Ibid.
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For this reason, he accused her as an ‘anti-revolutionary’ and imprisoned her. Furthermore, the
occurrence of sexual assault in the gabalé detentions was one form of violence during the
Ethiopian Red Terror.?®> However, this form of violence had occurred in the Police Camp and
Dimilase Prison. For instance, Sambdl Leméneh was a gabélé cadre; he raped a woman in the
Police Camp. This information reached Méto aléga Esdtu Alimu and he sent Sambil Leméneh

to Dimalas Prison.?*

To sum up, victims of the terror were not only regime opponents, but also personal foes.
Therefore, these acts of the Red Terror in Débré Marqos were characterized by “privatization of

. . 2
the instruments of coercion”.?

4.2 Activities of the Abeyot Tebaga

Within weeks of Méngestu’s ascendancy to the position of Chairman, a range of new structures
and practices of revolutionary violence were introduced or developed. From those, in Amharic
ya abeyot tebdaga komité (Revolutionary Defense Committee), an institution probably copied
from the “French”® and/or “Cuban”?’ revolutionary experiences, was the one. Even though, the
preparation for the formation of y4 abeyot tebaga began “in October 197672 the first call for its

establishment was sounded in December 1976 and “finally became practical in January 1977°.%

2% Jacob Wiebel, “Let the Red Terror...,” p. 15.

2 Canyalaw Kase, Kdddimdlas yamaqgaber..., p. 45.

% Jacob Wiebel, “Let the Red Terror...,” p. 12.

% Fesaha Dasta, Abeyotu ena..., p. 232. Namely, Comité De Salut Public (the Committee of Public Safety)
was the agency for the execusion terror during the French Revolution.

" Kiflu Tadesse, The Generation: Part I1.., p. 111.

%8 Nagarit Gazéfa, Proclamation No. 104/76, p.76.

% Bahru Zewde, “The History of Red Terror...,” p. 27; Christopher Clapham, Transformation..., p. 55.
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Therefore, the POMOA arranged a seminar for the gabales and the seminar decided that the
abeyot tebdga group had to be armed and the anti-EPRP struggles had to be intensified.*
Accordingly, the regime began to arm urban supporters through the gabélé, commanding them
“to demolish forces opposed to the revolution” and to “meet with Red Terror, the White Terror

anarchists.”3!

The regime organized it at a national, regional and local level. Its members were recruited from
the gabalés and factory workers. In D&bré Marqos, on 8 and 10 February 1977, a seminar for the
QAs was arranged by offices of the POMOA and the Ministry of Urban Development and
Housing.** By this seminar, on 8 February 1977 the abeyot tebaga was officially formed in the
town.*®* Then, on 10 February 1977, the seminar was concluded by forming a committee to
facilitate activities of the gabalé associations. On this meeting even the whole members of the

QAs demanded weapons to be armed by the regime.**

Based on their “question of arming”, on 27 May 1977, two hundred sixty members of QAs were
armed.® Thus, each gabalé came to possess militias of about 23 armed men. These squads were
armed with Dimotfar or DM-4 and came to be called abyot tebdga. They were instructed to
search and jail or, for that matter, kill anyone whom they suspected of anti-revolutionary
tendencies. Hence, they were placed under the direct control of POMOA branch, its chairperson

was nominated by the officials of the POMOA.

% Kiflu Tadesse, The Generation /I..., p.167.

U Yifelemiyaw qdin dirdisd: Cequn yikitima niwariwoCe ena woz adiroCe mdtaJéqe jamdru, Addis
Zaman, 33" year, No. 1253, Date Yakatit 27, 1969 E.C.

%2 14 Dabra Marqos gdbdléwoce yineqat temehert tisdti, Addis Zimdn, 33" year, No. 1235,Yyakatit 5,
1969 E.C.

% Ba Dabra Marqos yaabeyot tebaga komité tequaquama, Addis Zaman, 33" year, No.1237, Yakatit, 8,
1969 E.C.

% Ibid. 33" year, No. 1235, Yakatit 5, 1969 E.C.

% DMUAC: Folder No. 193, File No. #»/£-76, Ref. No. 310/140/05, Tahesas 21, 1969 E.C.
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Structurally, the gabale and the abeyot tebdaga committees of the town were supposed to be
different institutions. However, in due course time and in practice, the abeyot tebaga

chairpersons became the commanding figures of both.*

According to the proclamation, their organizational mandate was “to stifle the urban opposition
at the local level, using revolutionary methods of instant justice in contrast to the supposedly
inefficient workings of police and courts™.>” Thus, as Andargachew maintains, “the revolutionary
guards were established ostensibly to discharge duties of ordinary police forces at the local
level”.® Therefore, the abeyot tebaga squads were effectively used by the Dérg to eliminate its
political opponents through the Red Terror operation. Thus, throughout 1977, public displays of
violence on an unprecedented scale occurred at the gabale level in towns and cities, often carried

out by the abeyot tebaqga.

Accordingly, following the arming program, in late May 1977, the asésa mainly implemented by
the abeyot tebdga was then rolled out across Déabrd Marqos town. During this period the
government had given the abeyot tebaga a license to carry out ‘revolutionary measures’.*
However, in Dabré Marqos the abeyot tebdga did not involve in indiscriminate violence such as

killings on the street and public display of dead bodies. In fact, they were involved in the asdsa

campaign which marked by mass detentions and violence other than killings.

% Informant: Qomga Ambaw.

¥ Nagarit Gazéfa,, Proclamation No. 104/76, p.81.

% Andargachew, The Ethiopian Revolution..., p. 208. The politics under the Dérg regime strategically
substituted the police members by local militia known as abeyot tebdga. Therefore, it is argued that under this
regime p(s)gitics played a great role to weaken the role of the police force.

Ibid.
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Again on 14 January 1978, one hundred five members of the abeyot tebdga were armed by Mato
alaga Esitu Alimu and Saldga Mile’aku Biqild.** Following this arming program, in the last
week of January 1978, the third asésa campaign was conducted in Dabra Marqos. Like that of

the formers, here also the abeyot tebaqa has participated.

Though the abeyot tebaqga is considered the deadliest institution against the opposition, this was
not the case to the Red Terror in Dabra Margos. Of course, on a pretext of “safeguarding the
revolution”, members of the committee were involved in violent acts such as arresting and
torturing suspected individuals, but not killings. They were also some corrupt officials who
embezzled by selling arms and ammunitions in the black market.** But, the gébalé squad did not
involve in killings, so the deadliest institutional discourse did not appear in Dabra Margqos Town.
By saying this, | am not undermining the role they played in supporting the other institutions that
were engaged in Killings. Therefore, the abeyot tebdqga had its own role in the Red Terror
campaign in Dabré Margos but it was not on the scale of the deadliest institution that terrorized

the other urban areas of Ethiopia.

4.3.The Role of the POMOA

Starting from the denunciation up to torturing of the suspects, the POMOA cadres played a
dominant role. Compared to QAs and the abeyot tebdqga, the role of POMOA for the Red Terror
violence in Dabra Margos (1977-1978) was immense. This institution at the provincial level was
chaired by Saliga Mile’aku Bigili.*? As the town was the seat of the Provincial Administration;

he also acted as a leader of the POMOA of Dabré Margos too.

“0 NALA: Folder No. 98, File No. han23/71, Ref. N0.5573/17/51, Ter 4, 1970 E.C.
4 Informants: Asdber, Qomcd, Qumlacdw and Taméasgin.
42 -

1bid.
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The POMOA cadres were the real torture instrument during the Red Terror in the town. In the
history of Red Terror in Dabr& Marqos, the figure of Fakadu T&gan had become the embodiment
of the brutal local despot. He was the main actor in the tortures and killings within the gabalés of
the town. His barbaric act did not stop in the gabélés but it also continued up to Police Camp,
which was the site of the most barbaric tortures. Fakadu has worked in this compound.*® This
violence made him the prime example of the armed and centrally empowered POMOA cadres in
the town. In fact, his violence needs to be understood from the structural organization that he was

operating within the POMA; as a “representative of the Abeyotawi Sadad” party of the town.*

Athough Fikadu’s acts of violence in town were immense; he was not the only actor. The other
POMOA cadres, for instance, Adisu Abadba, Habté Ayaléw, and Aser aldga Tadmasgan and
Adamu, who were members of Maléréd, Wazlig, and Abeyotawi Sadad respectively, were also

involved in these furious acts.*

Furthermore, together with the POMOA cadres, those individuals who defected from the EPRP
in the first month of 1977 were also involved in the violent activities of the period. Among these,
Déamesdaw Wil¢, Bdyind Waindafra§, and Laqacdw Abatnih took the leading position.46
Unfortunately, the regime finally turned its face against such collaborators by accusing as ‘anti-
revolutionaries’. Thus, in December 1977, like his comrades, Laqa¢dw Abatnidh was imprisoned

and finally killed on 14 August 1978.%

*® Informants: Tamasgén, Asiber and Qumladiw.
* Ibid; Canyalalaw Kase, Kadamélase ..., p. 5.
* Ibid. pp.4-6.

“® Informants: Tamésgin, Adiber and Qumla&iw.
7 Canyalalaw Kase, Kdidimdilase. .., p. 25.
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4.4.The Involvement of the Police Force

Although its function was actually “taken by the new repressive organizations that were formed
by the Dérg i.e. Abeyot Teb&ga” and Damses Komite, the police force was also involved in the

Red Terror indirectly.

Surprisingly the initial drive to arm urban militias of Débra Margos came from the regular police
force. The following story elucidates this point. A letter written by the chief of Gojjam Province
Police Lt. Gen. Germa Haile Selassie, on 20 May 1977, insisted “the Q&balé Associations to be
armed and to stand with the police force so as to protect the security of the town”.*® Hence, based
on his recommendation QAs were armed on May 27, 1977.%° However, since, “the police were
considered unreliable and tainted by the EPRP” their functions were actually taken by the new
repressive organizations, the abeyot tebaga® , and damses komité. In the urban parts of Ethiopia
in general and Dabrd Marqos town in particular, “the abeyot tebdga squads had taken the place

of the police as the most immediate level of contact between the state and its citizens.”

In addition, the duty of the office was also under the control of the POMOA. Therefore, this
institution had been commanding the police forces so as to participate in the “revolutionary
campaign”. During the first Search Campaign (from May 31 to June 3, 1977) the office sent a
letter to the Province’s Police Office, so as “to participate in the revolutionary campaign [the

searching campaign] and to implement each work [assigned by the POMOA] properly”.53 It was

“® Babile Tola, To Kill ..., p.76.

“ DMUAC: Folder No.36, File No. @»/1-18¢ Ref. No. 1221/64/4, Genbot 12 1969 E.C.

%% |bid, Ref. No. 548/15/69, Genbot 19, 1969 E.C.

*! Dereje Workayehu, “A History of Police and Policing in Addis Ababa under the Derg Regime, 1974-
1991, MA Thesis in History, Addis Ababa University, 2009, p. 62.

52 H

Ibid.

> DMUAC: Folder No. 310, File No. @v/£-77, Ref. No, 162/69, 17 Magabit 1969 E.C. A letter from the

POMOA office of D&bra Marqos to the provincial police office.
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also strongly ordered, “to take a revolutionary measure on the ‘anti-revolutionaries’”.>

Accordingly, the police force was gradually involved in the fierce acts of the Red Terror.

Although, they had no direct role on the Red Terror, police members, therefore, served as an
instrument for the violence during the Red Terror in Dabra Marqos. There were policemen who
played a role and participated in guarding and even torturing suspects in the Police Camp. For
instance, the Gojjam Province police investigators; Hamsaalaga (Sergeant) Mékonén Zéléqgé and
Hamesa aldaga Méngestu Yeteydw, were involved in the torturing of prisoners in the Police

Camp.>

Besides, the prison polices also served as an instrument for the Red Terror in Dabra Marqos.
They played a role in guarding the prisoners, giving command to dig a mass grave and taking out
the prisoners from the prison rooms and giving them to the “murderers”. In addition, they were
also participating in the torturing and killings in the police camp. For instance, they participated
in “the killings of those prisoners who attempted to escape from the prison on 1 July 1978”.°° On
this incidence, eight prisoners participated out of which six of them; Anemaw Basazenaw,
Solomon Kébddi, Solomon Pawulos, Ddme Sdhaye, Dasaldfie Gudisa, and Tadédsd Gébayihu,
were killed whereas Mamuya Kabada and Alameraw escaped.®” Again the killing of August 5,
1978, at a place called Gotara was arranged by the then Gojjam Provincial Prisons administrator,

Saliga Windeyi Hiyele”.*®

> 1bid.

*® Dam Yazala Dossé..., p. 446.

% Sefiraw Kabidd, “Yamamuyi Tezetawole,”..., p. 202. The writer of this chapter in a book entitled
Tdrarocden Yangdtaqdgi Tewuled, Sefiraw Kébadd is the then Mamuyd Kébadd, one of the participants who
succeeded to escape from the prison on July 1, 1978; Canyalalaw Kase, kdddmdlase. .., P. 113.

*" Ibid, pp. 202-203.

% |bid, p.199; Informants: Tamésgén, Asiber and Qumlaciw Adamu.
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In general, though the police had a responsibility of protecting the security of the town, their role
had been manipulated by the government for its political goals. Therefore, the police force had

an indirect role during the Red Terror in Dabra Marqos (1977-1978).

4.5.The Central Investigation Unit

| shall try to give a clue of what | mean by the Central Investigation Unit (CIU) by briefly
describing the Déarg Investigation Office (DIO). Before its entire control of the state power, on
15 June 1974, Darg formed an Investigation Commission to examine high officials of the
detained imperial cabinet.®® However, from the beginning members of the Darg complained
about its decision-making process. Therefore, “so as to make its revolutionary measure sharp and
fast,” the DIO established on 12 November 1974.%° It’s headquarter was in Arat Kilo Palace.®*

Until the second half of 1977, its service had been restricted in the palace compound.®

Since July 1977, based on the support from the East German intelligence officers, in particular,
the regime’s intelligence services [Déarg Investigation Office] expanded its work to the
provinces.®® Therefore, the CIU means a group of investigators that were recruited from the DIO
and sent to Dabrd Marqos at different times. The Darg authorities gave preference to this
department that was in favor of the regime. For example, since the opposition to the regime in
Débré Margos were identified and apprehended by abeyot tebdga and handed over to the Central

Investigation Unit, the Darg had given relatively better attention to this department. This is

%9 Nagarit Gazéfa, Proclamation No. 326, 1974, June 15, 1974, p.10.

% Dam Yazéla Dossé, pp. 25-26.

® Ibid, p.29.

%2 |bid, p. 34.

8 Gebru Tareke, “The Ethiopia-Somalia War of 1977 Revisited,” The International Journal of African
Historical Studies, 33: 3 (2000), p. 666; Jacob, “Let the Red Terror..,” p. 19.
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because of the fact that this department investigated the cases thoroughly in order to present the

findings to the cadres so that they will decide on the case.*

The first group of investigators was sent to the town on 3 August 1977.%° According to the
archival sources, the Darg Investigation Office formed a steering committee which was chaired
by Colonel Taka Tulu.®® The committee was led by Petty Officer Elias Bagala and it had a
mandate to inspect the movements of the “anti-revolutionaries” in the province of Gojjam in
general and Dabra Marqos town in particular.®” The committee started its official investigation

on 3 August 1977. This unit conducted its “investigation/torture” in the Police Camp.®®

The next day, the committee identified individuals who were said to have been ‘“anti-
revolutionary”.®® Accordingly, Mékuriya Mar$a and Mékuriya Yanénah, accused of distributing
the EPRP’s leaflets, were jailed on 4 August 1977 and examined by this group.” In addition,
Negatu Gabre, a worker from the POMOA branch of Dabra Marqos was also jailed.” The report
of this committee was presented for Saliga (Major) Berhanu Kébada, the head of DIO. Then, on
10 September 1977, he presented it for the chairman of the Revolutionary Standing Committee—
Public Security (abeyotawit quami komité—yahezb dahenenat gudaye hdlafiwoce), Saliga Téka

Tulu. Based on a report he had passed the following decision:

LT89° AEA VIC PR PAVAT PTC O 180T AS he7E P haoOhlOT .
AL 9% Naod MVt LS77°CF A78.PCN NAFA U146 ANT PLCT2 ANAT £943:: ...NAKA

% Informant: QomCa Ambaw.

% Dam Yazala Dosg, p. 339.

% bid.

z; Informant: Qom¢&4, Tamasgin, Asaber and Qumlatiw

Ibid.

% The start of Ogaden War in July 1977 had been boosting the Ddirg’s new international relations to
socialist bloc countries; mainly the USSR, Cuba and East Germany. Thus, in the second half of 1977, Ethiopia’s
security services developed close collaborations with their socialist bloc counterparts, particularly those from the
German Democratic Republic. Gebru, “The Ethiopia-Somalia War,” p. 666; Jacob, “Let the Red Terror...,” p.19.

" Informants: Asiber.

™ bid.
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V1% OOT ALNPD BL-a NPT Né PILOAG PAVAT  ANACT A8 LT 18R
ATLaoAN @ ANEA V14 MANANST FoHH ST 2

Literally meaning,

(...write a letter to members of the Derg in Gojjam Province to administer death
penalty on those EPRP members who were apprehended red-handed and report
the execution...Give the order to concerned authorities in the Province to hunt
EPRP members who are engaged in anti-revolutionary activities hiding in the
Province.)

As | described before, violence in Dabra Marqos from March 1977 to September 1977 was
mainly under the control of the gabale, POMOA cadres, and abeyot tebaqa. | also said violence
was not severe. However, a report of the DIO to the Darg’s “Public Security Committee” on 10
September 1977, illustrates the perceptible transition to greater government control over local

violence.”

Therefore, even after the return of the CIU to Addis Ababa, the provincial administrators had
sent the EPRP suspects to the Déarg Investigation Office for further investigation. According to
my informants, “members of the EPRP, who participated incidentally and read party’s papers or
who were disliked by the cadres of POMOA were detained and transferred to this organization
for further investigation”.”* For instance, “on 4 November 1977 ten EPRP suspects were sent to
Addis Ababa”.” These were Bérihun Dafidwe, Alandhe Wubétu, Bayuhe Yaliw, Kasa Segé,
Kasahun MiéngiSa, Tasfahun Zégdyi, Andarge Ejegu, Tadédld Terundhe, Ayalew Kébadi, and

Farada Gabayahu.”® But still, there is no evidence on where they were killed and buried. The

victims’ families ascertain that, they were killed by the cadres but still they could not know when

2 Ndo.n. G0 @FEA ooHIN £TC 1/87 (401/85) @-OT PA.0. /7 “INLE £147.3, Dam Yazéla
Dose, p. 339.
 Ibid.
“ Qomcd, Taméasgin, ASdber and Qumlacaw.
:Z Informants: Aséber Wéldasanbdt, E. § and M.Y.; Personal diary of Aséber. See Appendix VIII.
Ibid.
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and where they were executed and buried.”” In such a case, the whereabout of many Ethiopians

still remain unknown."®

So as to broaden tasks of this organization nationwide, on 16 February 1978 Saliga Berhanu
Kébada, the head of DIO, wrote a letter to the office of Military Political Affairs. The letter read

as follows,

DAV L NA24-T7 Noohle AL QAD- ANP-F NPASA U4 POLhS@IM 9°Cavl-
U ANPT ARG a3 01G (TIPe ovdlgd AI0D LU NAG0LLT NATE3E:
aCHILPT A TAV QU avdBav-t avl 8t TASA:"

Literally meaning,

(In the revolution that out country currently undergoing the ongoing investigation
in the various provinces should have been conducted relative to the revolution and
cautiously filtered. This was not, however, applied and we have realized that
visible mistakes are committed by some investigators.)

In the same letter the head of DIO highlighted that “the government arranged a seminar for
members and established a group of investigators”.®’ He also ascertained that “an important

. . . . . . 1
seminar was set up and qualified investigators were assigned to examine”.®

For this reason, the Revolutionary Standing Committee Public Security organized seven

interrogation groups.®” In each of them, there were two or three interrogators which were

" Informants: E.S and M.Y.

® This case might happen either by secret massacre or in some case left for the Ethiopian Peoples
Revolutionary Army (EPRA) or to neighbouring countries. Because, when the youngesters disappeared or in some
cases left for the EPRA, or to some neighbouring countries, they could not and did not inform their families. But, the
case of those ten EPRP suspects might be secret massacre.

® Ndo.n. G0 OFTEN oo RTC 1/87 (401/85) @-0T PA.0.h7 “INLE oo 6.2 ¢TC
.?./9"/h/140647/69 +7 17/10/69, Dam yazéla Dose, p.32.

Ibid.

& Ibid.

8 Each group had its own leader and also interrogators. It comprises the following group leaders, Group
one was led by Sambdl Badma Negatu, two by Sambdl Abdja Gezehafi, three by Sambdil Afewarq Kendé and
Sambdl Ababa Bagala, four by Sambdl Takelé Taddsd and Mato Alaga Feshaseyon Equbigiber, five Mato Alaga
Esdtu Andargg, six by Méato Alaga Berhanu Tésdma and Sambdl Zalaga Wubg, and seven by Sambdil Kasa Walde.
Dam Yazala Dosé..., p. 36.

88



dispatched to different parts of the country.®® Henceforth, in the pretext of ‘attacking the anti-
revolutionaries’ the DIO had assigned a group of investigators to the provincial administrations

of the country.

Thus, the second round official investigation in Dabra Margos was begun in March 1978.24
According to my informants, this round was led by “Mato aldga Esitu Andarge”.®® According to

the available source, he was one of the leaders of the seven CIU.% In his group, “Mato aldga

5987 +:9988

Téfdrawdrq Ayaléw, Gétatdw Mamo and “Bayd Balat were the ’infamous’

investigators/torturers.®®

Universally, the central investigators of the regime had “the right to ask and moved prisoners
from the detention centers”.®® To legalize this, on 20 March 1977, the chief of Damses
Committee sent a letter to the Chief of the Prisons. The letter read as follows, “...PANLE T
188 P1.0Me (W& Chedao NAPT ooCole@ (77 hdV1 Ad-TF AgvaoCoo(
PULLNIT®T APT A788hAhA ...” (Literally meaning ...since a group of investigators

has been established to examine cases of the prisoners, they should not be deterred from taking

& Ibid, p. 27.
Z: Informants: Tadmésgin, ASdber and Qumlacaw.
Ibid.

8 According to the report of the Special Prosecutor’s Office, “he was also an interrogator in one of the
torture and detention sites of the government, known as Bermuda Triangle or Safe House”. D&m Yazala Dose, p.
36, 71.

8 Mato alaga Tifirawirq Ayaléw and Gétatdw Mamo were members of the CIU group under the
leadership of Méato alédga Esédtu Andarge. Ibid, p. 71.

% In addition to them, according to my informants, Baya Bélata was also a member of the CIU. Informants:
Qumlacaw, Asdber and Tadmisgin.

% bid.

% |bid; D&m Yazala Dosg, p. 75.
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out prisoners from the prison for interrogation...).** Henceforth, the interrogators had been

asking what they wanted to investigate.

The centers of the investigation were in the Police Camp and DamaéilaSe Prison. Those places
were highly protected by three rounds of armed forces. The first line was the Special Security
Forces consisting of those who came with the investigators from the center. The second was
organized by the returnee militias from Ogaden War (July 1977 to February 1978). Finally, the

third round was controlled by the gabalé militias.*

The agony of the police camp and DamalaSe Prison, as I discussed in the previous chapter, were
mainly implemented by this institution. In general, this institution had played its own role on the

political violence of the Red Terror in Dabra Margos.

4.6.The Revolutionary Campaign Coordinating Committee

At this point, it would be better to look how the Revolutionary Campaign Coordinating
Committee (RCCC) was formed. On 27 August 1977, the National Revolutionary Operations

Command (NROC) was formed by the Military Government’s proclamation.** The proclamation

formed RCCC as part of the NROC.* Therefore, the formation of the NROC supplanted the

activities which were formerly implemented by “the Revolution and Development Committee.

%8 DMUAC: Folder No. 310, File No. @0/-77, Ref. No. £/h/120/2/70, Magabit 11, 1970 E.C. See more
Appendix IX.

% Canyalaw Kase, Kdidimlase..., pp. 47-49.

% Nagarit Gazéfa, Proclamation No. 129, 1977, 36" Year, No. 30, August 27, 1977, p.287; Dem Yazele
Dosie, p. 81.

% Ibid, Chapter I, Article 5, p. 289.
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The latter was established on 30 May 1977”.% This organization, in the Province of Gojjam, was

led by Salaga Makuriya Hayele, who was also a member of the Darg Standing Committee.*®

Therefore, since August 27, 1977, the structure of the RCCC was set up throughout the country.
Its aim was to root out ‘anti-revolutionary’ forces throughout the country. It was staffed by
members of the Darg.®” They were sent to the provinces as ‘representatives on a mission’ to
enforce the orders and confirm the “revolutionary measures” on the “counter-revolutionaries”.

Accordingly, it was set up in Gojjam Province by making Dabré Marqos its epicenter.

In this committee, a senior commander of Asera amestafia Saliga kefel (the 15 Battalion Unit),
Ministry of Transport and Communication, Commission of Police, head of the POMOA branch
and a representative of the AETU were represented. It was headed by Saliga Makuriya Hayelg, a
representative of the PMAC of the province and the vice chairman was Atenafu Tariku, chief-

administrator of the province.

% Ibid, Proclamation No. 115, 1977, 36" Year, No. 18, May 30, 1977, p.176.
% DMUAC: Folder No. 176, File No @o/T-1, Ref. No. 13893/100/1, Date 18 N&hasé 1969 E.C.

% Nagarit Gazéfa, Proclamation No. 129/1977, Chapter 1, Article 3, p. 288.
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Table.2 Names of the RCCC members in Dabra Margos from 30 May 1977 to
August 1978

Name of the Position
representatives
Saliga Makuriya Hayelé | Chairman of the Revolution and Development
Committee (From May 30, 1977, to August 26,
1977) and Chairman of the RCCC (From 27
August 1977 to 11 November 1977)

Mato aldaga Esdtu Alimu | Chairman of the RCCC (From 12 November

1977 to 25 August 1978)

Saliga Ksaye Arage Chairman of the RCCC (From 29 August 1978 to
January 1979)

Atenafu Tariku Chief Administrator of the Province (From 22

August 1976 to 11 November 1977) and Vice-
chairman of the Revolution and Development
Committee and then RCCC (From 30 May 1977
to 11 November 1977).

Saliga Engeda Telahun | The Province Police Commission

Saliqa Mile’aku Biqild | Deputy Administrator of the Province and the
leader of the POMOA in Dabra Marqos

Yéamand Gaberd’ezgi Chairman of the Ministry of Communication and
Transport

Wubesit Wirgendh A representative of the AETU

Wargenah Manager of the Ministry of Health

Sambdil Mamo Commander of Asera amestafia saldqga kefel (the
15™ Battalion Unit)

Asédfa Esate A representative of the Agricultural and

Cooperatives Association
Source: Informants: Qomecd, Yanealdm, ASdber and Tamasgin; DMUAC: Folder
No. 193, File No. @o/£:-76, there is no a Ref. No., Hamlé 13, 1969 E.C.

Accordingly, Saliga Mikuriya Hiyele, Es4tu Alamu and Kasayé Aragé served as chairmen of
the RCCC from May 30, 1977, to January 1979. Throughout this period, Atenafu Tariku was the

vice chairman of the committee.*®

Following the November 1977, reshuffle of the state power, the permanent member of the Dérg

in the province of Gojjam; Saliga Makuriya Hayelé was replaced by Mato Alaga Egitu Alimu.”

% Informants: Ibid.
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As | discussed in the previous chapter, the most notorious places whenever the Red Terror in the
town discussed is the Police Camp and DamilSe detention centers. These were where the most
atrocious torture and secret killings were conducted. The agony of Damélse Prison from
November 1977 to August 1978 had been led by the chairman of the RCCC, Mato alaqa Esétu.
His rule scored the highest atrocities of the Red Terror in Dabrd Marqgos. According to the
available archival sources, he was one of the main organizers of the Red Terror in Gojjam

Province in general and Dabra Marqgos town in particular.

In fact, his violence needs to be understood from the structural organization that he was
operating within the Darg regime. Because an authorization to take any ‘revolutionary action’

was in the hands of a branch of the D&rg’s centralized apparatus; the RCCC.

Here, suspects were accused, tried and executed with no appeal against the verdict. Because, the
“revolutionary measure" by the RCCC had its own unique procedure. The procedure and how
measure had been taken is uncovered from the archival materials in which Saliga Fesha Dasta

wrote a letter to the Ministry of Interior on 9 October 1978. The letter read as follows,

NAZE A@ AL ACPSE AI8.00ENT nHLAT NaoBavldf 2408 €CL N aodlAN
PANTI°:: €CL M hbiN 27 VIPDT AONG-C aohitd AN w38 2970- v.OP
2990+ hv? @-6R, PPT ANG-C Phta aolP? q-FY7 PHOA::

«Ce NF ALPCN NAKN.G- NAD- O U273 FaoHHS NahON.@- hA®- PLCY
AN IC oo P07 ACP°E (LTC ANhaU7 £40 ALALOI°9° SO 1A: (079
PFA aweC - 100

Literally meaning,

(If it is necessary to take action against someone, first of all, it should not be
brought to court. If the person is brought to court, the courts must follow the legal
formalities. Otherwise, half legal and half illegal procedure would lead to
injustice.

% Informants: Agiber Wildisinbit and Qomei Ambaw.
004 L0 ENT @OFTEN oW RTC 1/87 401/85 @-0T PA. 0. w7 “INLE VAT 28.2
€PTC ®av1/133/347/71, Dam Yazala Dosg, p. 116.
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It has been a common practice so far to take action on cases not brought to court
by taking into account the local reality and in consultation with Derg
representative. This is an autonomous procedure as well.)

Therefore, actions on the suspects in Dabréa Marqos town were not taken by the court rather by
institutions formed by the Dé&rg, mainly the RCCC. The committee had the power to imprison
the suspects, move the prisoners and command the police stations and its intelligence units
whether to take a revolutionary measure or not'® During this period, only suspects of
‘nonpolitical crimes’ were taken to court. Whereas, the so-called political crimes judged by the

official of the RCCC.

In fact, it was also applied by Gojjam Province Revolution and Development Committee earlier.
This can be verified by the fact that, the case of seven suspects on 20 July 1977 are seen by the
committee and decided based on the institutional procedure. The suspects were Gasd Hebeste,
Nébeyéleul Manyaheldawal, Geétacdw Zaru, Miasfen Ziru, Zilalam Sebhat, Wasé Yehdaw, and
Ababa Abagaz. These suspects were imprisoned as “anti-revolution”.’®? For instance, Gasi
Hebeste, and Nébeyaleul Manyaheldwal were teachers of DMGSS. The former was accused of
forming Ider (literally meaning, traditional self-help association) and the latter suspected as a
member of the EPRP. The rest were high school students who had joined the EPRP’s Youth

League and confessed their membership but they denied their participation in pamphlet

distribution.®® Then the committee arranged a meeting to discuss the cases of the suspects.

% 1bid, p.75.
12 DMUAC: Folder No. 193, File No. @o/£:-76, there is no Ref. No., Hamlé 13, 1969 E.C.
103 -

Ibid.
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Finally, a committee of nine officials sentenced the suspects to prison terms, except Abdba

Abagaz, without a judicial proceeding.***

Therefore, this institutional procedure has been continued by the RCCC strictly. As a result,
between November 1977 and August 1978 both the civilians as well as alleged “counter-
revolutionaries” were executed by RCCC’s “revolutionary measures.” During this period, Mato
alaga Esiatu was both a judge and executioner. He recommended that “immediate revolutionary
action” be taken. Therefore his report/letter “take action” specifies the fate of the suspects.
Therefore, he directed and executed revolutionary violence by representing the RCCC of the
Province. In general, this committee was a real furious machine in the service of the Red Terror

in D&bra Marqos.

To sum up, even though the Red Terror was characterized by mass killings, torture as well as
terror everywhere in the country, the event was relatively better in D&br&d Marqos. The reason
can be seen as the low level of involvement by the QAs and the abeyot tebagas into the Red
Terror violence. Throughout 1977, public displays of violence on an unprecedented scale
occurred at a gabale level in many towns and cities of the country, often carried out by regime
collaborators within local communities.®® Although the mode and extent of violence varied, the
decentralized exercise of violence had been practiced in Dabra Margos town. However, unlike
the other urban parts of the country, ndsa érmeja was not implemented by local gabéle officials.
Therefore, Red Terror’s violence, especially killings, in Ddbrd Marqos was taken by forces of the

central security apparatus.

194 1bid, Participants of this discussion were Saliga Makuriya Hayelé, Atenafu Tariku, Saliga Engeda

Telahun, Saldqa Mile’aku Béqdld, Yamanid Géberd’ezgi, Wirqendh, Sambil Mamo, Asifa Egité and Wubegit
Wérgenah.
1% Jacob Wiebel, “Let the Red Terror,” p.12.
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Of course, as the town was the seat of the provincial administration of Gojjam the violence was
more severe than other towns in the Province of Gojjam. By saying this, | am not comparing the
causalities with other urban areas, such as Gondar and Addis Ababa. Relatively, the atrocity in

the town was more moderate than the atrocities occurred in those urban areas.
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CONCLUSION

Though the 1974 Revolution of Ethiopia has marked the end of monarchical rule in Ethiopian
history, it also marked the beginning of the horrendous bloodshed. The uncompromised political
difference between the two leftist political groups (the EPRP and MEISON) as well as Darg’s
culture of using arms for any opposition paved the way for the bloody episode which is known as
‘Red Terror’. And it was the direct outcome of their demand for power. Therefore, the Ethiopian

Red Terror must be understood from its root in power interest rather than ideology.

The political violence of Ethiopian Red Terror in general and D&br& Margos Town, in particular,
was not without any precedents. Due to lack of democratic norms and skills in Ethiopia, the
country’s history is filled with numerous pages and chapters of repressions and massacres
perpetrated by those in power and/or the people in need of change and/or resistance. The
violence during the Darg regime (from February 1977 to 1978) was that generating its own
language and semantic space, called as qay seber (Red Terror) and nac seber (White Terror). In
this period, physical as well as symbolic or non-physical forms of violence were applied on the

“reactionaries”.

The period was full of killings and revenge. For example, White Terror against the gabale
officials such as the killing of gabalé officials on 13 March 1977 led to a desire for Reds to have
revenge and imprisoned a large number of prisoners, creating dialectic of violence. However, the
atrocities of the Red Terror in Débré Margos exceeded the White. The revenge was no restricted
between the two counterparts, but also between the two factions of the EPRP; Anjja and Cligue.
Thus, the act of vengeance in between the factions of the EPRP in the prison was also parts of

the political violence of the period.
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Like other parts of the country, political prisoners in D&bra Margos were also held in police
stations. Therefore, after the denunciation those who were suspected of underground activities
were detained in the Asramestafia Salaga (the 15" Battalion) Military Camp. Then, those who
were identified as ‘anti-revolutionary’ were moved to Police Camp (Since February 1977) and
then to DédmailaSe Prison (Since December 1977). During the interrogation process, torture was
the main instrument to force the suspected prisoners to give information about the EPRP and
their role within it. The torturers were mainly members of the security police, gabéalé officials,
the POMOA cadres and officers of the Central Interrogation Division. In addition, some

members of the EPRP also actively participated.

Beside the ‘revolutionary tortures’, both secrete and officially announced executions of a great
number of people were the main features of the Red Terror in Dabrd Marqos (1977-1978).
Following the execution of the Dérg’s vice chairman in November 1977, Mingestu reshuffled
the high level provincial. Consequently, the ‘moderate’ permanent member of the Dérg in the
province of Gojjam; Saliga Makuriya Hayelé was replaced by Matoaldga Esdtu Aldmu.
Henceforth, the acts of terror in Dabréd Margos were organized and led by him. At the height of
the Dabrd Marqos’s Red Terror, mass executions were registered between 1977 and 1978. The
mass executions took place on 5 February 1978, in June 1978, on 5 August 1978 and on 20

August 1978.

Red Terror in Dabra Marqos was carried out by “the Dérg and targeted members of EPRP and
its sympathizers”. To combat its opponents Darg employed instruments of terror to liquidate the
EPRP in Dabra Marqos Town. The structure was hierarchically structured from the top to the
bottom. While the main structure and its target were minted at the political center, it was

implemented by both local and central actors. Accordingly, the tortures and killings in Dabra
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Margos from 1977 to 1978 were organized and executed by those institutions. Institutions central
to this were the abeyot tebdga, the Qabéale Associations, the police force, the Revolutionary
Campaign Coordinating Committee, and the Déarg Interrogation Division. Therefore, violence
during the Red Terror in D&brd Marqos (1977-1978) was the amalgam of the local

administrations and the central state.
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List of Informants

N | Name Age | Place of | Date of | Remark
0. Intervie | Interview
w
1 | Aldmayéhu 70 | D&jan 15/03/2018 | He was a student in Matakal Town
Balaye (Ato) Town and he had been served Darg as a
cadre. He has a good knowledge
about the event.
2 | Asaber 79 | Débra 12/01 /2018 | During the time he served as a
Waldasanbat (Ato) Margos | and Director of DMGSS and secretary
Town 10/06/2018 | of ETA branch of Gojjam
Province. He was a member of
EPRP and he stayed at Damaélase
Prison for three years. He gave me
important points about the regime
in general and the Red Terror in
particular.
3 | Awugecdw Awidqd | 73 | Dabra 20/01/2018 | He was one of the victims of the
Margos Darg. He stayed stayed at
(Ato) Town Damadlase Prison for three years.
4 | Azezalaw Cane | 60 | Ddjan 10/06/2018 He was a student of DMGSS. He
(Ato) Town remembers how the Red Terror
campaign took place.
5 | Ejegu Gébre (Ato) |72 | Débra 06/06/2018 | He has lived in Dabré Marqgos. He
Margos told me much important points
Town about the Red Terror in the town.
6 | E.S.(W/ro) 58 | Débré 05/02/2018 She is one of the victim’s families.
Margos She lost her elder brother during
Town the campaign of the Red Terror.
7 | Fatlawarq Cané | 58 | Dgjan 20/01/2018 | She was a student of DMGSS.
(W/rit) Town
8 | G.A. (Ato) 74 | Débra 05/02/2018 He was one of the victims of Déarg
Marqos because he was suspected as a
Town member of EPRP. He stayed at
Démaélas Prison. He gave me
important points about Dédmélase
Prison.
9 | Géadef Ewunétu | 82 | Bahir Dar | 08/02/2018 He was a member of Darg’s
(Ato) central committee. He has ample
information about the event.
10 | Gezacaw  Ayaléew | 80 | Dabra 06/06/2018 He has lived in D&brd Marqos
(Ato) Margos Town. He knows more about the
Town gabale cadres.
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11 | Hayelu Méngeste | 78 | Ddjan 10/06/2018 He got the chance to observe the
(Ato) Town condition of Déabrd Margos Town
during the Red Terror period. He
knows much about the Red Terror.
12 | Lengér Kassa (Ato) | 68 | Dabra 12/01/2018 He was a student of DMGSS.
Marqgos
Town
13 | M.G. (Ato) 69 | Débra 11/03/2018 He is one of the victims of Déarg
Marqos because he was suspected as
Town member of EPRP. He stayed at
Démalas Prison.
14 | M.Y. (Ato) 65 | Débra 06/02/2018 He is one of the victims’ families.
Margos He lost his elder brother during the
Town campaign of the Red Terror.
15 | Mabet Gezacdw | 59 | Déabré 14/01/ 2018 | He lived in Lumameé Town and by
(Ato) Marqos the time he got a chance to observe
Town the action of Darg in Daébra
Margos Town.
16 | Qomca Ambaw | 78 | Débra 20/01/2018 He was a member of Darg and
(Ato) Margos served as a woreda administrator.
Town He gave me important information
about the event.
17 | Qumla¢dw Adamu | 55 | Bahir Dar | 08/02/2018 He was one of the EPRP members.
(Ato) Town He was imprisoned at the Police
Camp for five months.
18 | Tamé&sgan 58 | Dabra 12/01/2018 | He was one of the EPRP’s urban
Alédmayahu (Ato) Margos | and squad members. He gave me
Town 10/06/2018 important points about the role of
the urban Killing squads in DM.
19 | Yanealam 63 | Dabra 16/01/2018 She is one of the victims’ families.
Qumlacdw (W/ro) Margos She lost her brother.
Town
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Appendix VII

Name of the victims of 20 August 1978’s massacre.

No | Name of the Victims Job/Status

1 Berhanu Wérgenah Teacher

2 Delnésa Ayala Teacher

3 Mulukasa Damelaw Teacher

4 Tagan Tasfaya Ministry of Finance

5 Béza Negusé Teacher

6 Ahmad Gétahun Unemployed

7 Berhanu Wérgenah Teacher

8 Aldmayéahu Dése Teacher

9 Tasama Hayelu Teacher

10 | Berele Anbése Student

11 | Geremew Wasé Teacher

12 | Tekuya Lejaldam Nurse

13 | Aséfa Bayenasarie The Ministry of Agriculture and Settlement
Office of Dabra Marqos

14 | Fatana Habte The Ministry of Agriculture and Settlement
Office of Dabra Marqos

15 | Semiiles Tisfa Student

16 | Nabeyu Mésfen

17 | Farada Hunénaw Unemployed

18 | Tema Badésa Merchant (Especially on Honey trade)

19 | Meseker Terunah Teacher

20 | Bezualdm Dé&meseé

21 | M&haméad Hasan

22 | Samsu Jebril ----

23 | Ejegaydhu Kefle

24 | Leyaw Bayelé

25 | Zayenu Endris Unemployed
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26 | Tamésgan Asrat Commercial Bank of Ethiopia, Déabré
Margos Branch.

27 | Lagésa Sayed Student

28 | Méhari Zérihun Unemployed

29 | ATenafu Senesaw Ethiopian Road Authority

30 | Balaye Lakaw Student

31 | Taklaganat Haragawoyen | Student

32 | Tasagér Masilu Student

33 | Hayelu Wubesit Student

34 | LaqaCiw Abaténih Unemployed

35 | Dawit Zawde Student

36 | Yawulsaw Andananaw Student

37 | Setahun Milaku Student

38 | Efrem Araya Student

39 | Abathun Adana Unemployed

40 | Senaméngest Zawdu Student

41 | Malaku Yetéfu Student

42 | Mulugeta Tagan Student

43 | Negatu Gabre POMOA of Débra Marqos

44 | Déagarag Alame Urban Housing and Development Office of
Débré Marqos

45 | Zagaya Masfen Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs
Office of Dabra Marqos

46 | Kassa Asafa Post Office

47 | Mazéngya Désé Teacher

48 | Siyamrafi Darésa Teacher

49 | Hayelu Kassa Teacher

50 | Kassu Makonnen Bus Station Casher

51 | Désta Tassdma The Ministry of Agriculture and Settlement

Office of Dabr& Marqos
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52 | Cané Béazabeh Teacher
53 | Nebrat Admasu Teacher
54 | Waréta Mogés Unemployed
55 | Kdrabeh Tafaré Student
56 | Tamerat Lagésa Student
57 | Engedaworqg Telahun Student
58 | Amsalu Bilacaw Student
59 | Tasfaye Dése The Ministry of Agriculture and Settlement
Office of Dabra Marqos
60 | Asédfa Hayelu
61 | Ababaw Téadla
62 | Hayelé Gélayé Student
63 Fétédnace Zalaqa ----
64 | Kendu Gabayahu Student
65 | Semdndw Bisaw Student
66 | Fathaldin Jebril Teacher
67 | Béilacaw Adama Teacher (Director of DMGSS)
68 | GermaSaboga @00 | -----
. Name of prisoners those were transferred to Matékal Prison.
No | Names of the prisoners Job/Status
1 Tadasa Gabayahu Student
2 Sefiraw Abuné ---
3 Alamayéhu Ardga Unemployed
4 Brhanu Mulata
5 Tasaw Mari
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