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ABSTRACT 

Critical Discourse Analysis of Med ia Presupposition in Rein forcing Ideology: The 

Case of Hamlin Fistula Ethiopia 

Yirgalem Abebe Haile 

Addis Ababa University, 2014 

The aim of this study is to uncover how a particular kind of institution is reinforcing its 

ideology through journalist's fa ir or unfair presupposition of information/knowledge, 

which is done by using Ham li n Fistula Ethiopi a as its case. To thi s cnd, thc study reveals 

the poss ibl e ideo logical goal does such presupposit ion attempt to achieve. The study 

focuses on a set of media discourses regarding the rol e and contribution of the hospital in 

curing obstetric fi stula patients. Two articles and two documentary programs are 

undertaken for analysis. [n order to realize the stated objectives, the study adheres critical 

di scourse analysis as the main methodological tool and Van Dijk socio-cognitive theory, 

presupposition and relevance theory, and theory of privacy as the theoretical framewo rks. 

The analysis indicates that there is a consciously or unconsc iously unfair presupposition 

of journal ists as well as probably fair kinds of presupposition too. As a result, the study 

extract that unfair presupposed information/know ledge might lead audiences to invest in 

too much processing effOit for the amount of cognitive effect they wish to achieve so that 

the institution would underpin its ideology. 
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Chapter One 

1. Introduction 

This chapter introd uces the topi c of the study. Thus, it establishes the background, 

statement of th e problem, and rati onale of the study. It also deals wi th the objective, 

research questi ons, significan ce, and limitation of the study. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

It was in 1974 that Addi s Ababa fi stula hospi tal (AAfH) started caring fo r women with 

childbirth inj uri es. Thc hospital is located in Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia. It is 

the only hospital of its kind in the world dcdicated exclusively to women with fi stula 

repair- a condition common in developing world where the maternal health provisions 

are poor. It treats all patients free of any charge. The pati ents are usually the poorest of 

the poor, divorced, or abandoned by their husbands or partners ostracized by their parents 

and communi ty as a result of obstetric fi stula. It also provides a residential facili ty where 

patients w ith irreparable damage can live long tenn. It is a registered charitable hospi tal 

run on donation because of th e need of the women, and has proven success in treating 

thi s condition. For instance, the hospital gets aid from USAID and it has promised to 

keep support ing it too; that would help the hospital in improving maternal and child 

hea lth mortali ty, whi ch is the main goa l of the millennium deve lopment. 

The present Ham lin Fistul a Ethi opia (HfE) was previous ly call ed Add is Ababa f is tul a 

Hospi ta l (AAfH) and was establ ished by Dr. Regina ld and Catherin e Hamlin to treat and 

prov ide care for women w ith obstetric fi stula. It remains the only medica l centre in the 
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world committed utterly to fi stula repair. The hospital runs five fi stula hosp itals 

strategically located in regiona l states in Ethiopia (i.e. in Bahr Dar, Mekelle, Yirgalem, 

Harar, and Metu); the Hamlin co llege of midwives, trains loca l midwi ves to help prevent 

obstetric fi stula and improve maternal health ; Desta Mender is a farmi ng training facility 

outside Addis Ababa where long-term patients li ve and can learn micro-business skills. 

Fistula victi ms are usually shunned so severely due to their odor th at even other patients 

refuse to be near them. In short, women who develop fi stula arc often abandoned by their 

husbands, rejected by their communities, and forced to live in an isolated existence. 

Fi stula has been eradicated from the developed countri es at the end of the 19'" century 

when caesarean section became widely available; but obstetri c fistula continues to plague 

women throughout the developing worl d. It is estimated that there are 100,000 new 

fi stula cascs each year, but the capacity to treat fistula is only around 6,500 per year. The 

United Nations Population fund (UNFPA) estimates the world 's population of fi stula 

sufferers at more than two million. In a study made in 2005, the hospital estimates 40,000 

women living with obstetric fi stula in rural Ethiopia. From 1974 to date, some 30,000 

women have been operated on and of these, there are long-tenn ch ronic patients who 

require li fe long assistance, whi ch numbered approximately four hundred. It is estimated 

that 9,000 women devel op obstetric fistula each year, and up to 100,000 women are 

living with untreated fi stul a in Ethiopia . The combination of prolonged and obstructed 

labor, especial ly among young, poor, and under-nouri shed women and lack of skilled 

attendance at birth are the main challenges to obstetric fistula reduction in Ethiopia 

(Duby and Hailey, 2013). 

The media, both broadcast and print serve as val uable sources of information and 
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powerful modes of communication. This power co ntrol s much of what people understand 

of events that occur around the world on a dail y basis. The way information is transferred 

to its rec ipients comes through various forms of communi cation , all of whi ch is framed to 

meet the goals of the providing source. In social theory, a ' frame' consists ofa schema of 

interpretation, collection of anecdotes, and stereotypes that individuals rely on to 

understand and respond to events (C issel, 2012, p. 68). 

In view of that, once own medi a couldn ' t deny the fact tbat, the establishment of Hamlin 

Fi stula Ethiopia (HFE) is a major contributing factor fo r the reduc ti on of obstetric fi stula 

in Ethi opia. The media in Ethiop ia would have a role in such improveme nt. The di scourse 

about Hamlin fistu la Ethiopia commitment for the reduction of fi stul a, has so metimes 

gained an increasing attention in the media ; many journa li sts and authors talk and write 

about it. The question, however, is the way such discourses are presented by the media. 

According to Rogers (2004, p. IO), criti cal discourse analysis (CDA) starts with the 

assumpti on that language use is always inev itably constructin g and constructed by social, 

cultural, po liti cal, and economic contexts. In addition to this, as CDA researcher argued 

with regard to the implication of discourse on Fairclough and Wodak (1997): 

CDA sees di scourse - language use in speech and w ri ting - as a fonn of 'soc ial 

practice'. Describin g discourse as social practice implies a dialectical relationship 

between a particu lar discurs ive event and the situations, institutions and social 

structures, which frame it: They shape the di scursive event, but it also shapes 

them. That is, discourse is social ly constirutive as well as socially conditioned - it 

constitutes situations, objects of knowledge, and the social identit ies of and 
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relationships between people and groups of peop le. It is constituti ve both in the 

sense that it helps to sustai n and reproduce the social status quo, and in the sense 

that it contributes to transforming it (p. 258). 

So that, thi s study is going to conduct a criti ca l di scourse ana lysis of so me selected and 

ava ilab le documentary fi lm s and articles presented on Ham lin Fistlila Ethiopia for the 

fact that a particular media discourse might be broadcast and/or published for serving to 

achieve the ideologica l goa l of an institution in our case HFE. 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Media are a powerful and lead ing entity more than other thing. That is why people hear 

more language from the media than they do from di rect conversation (Bell , 199 1), and 

also they talk a lot about what they read, sec, and hear on the mass media and the Intern et 

(Lull , 2000) (Lee, 2007, p .16). In one way or another it affects the way people interact 

with each other and learn about the world around them. However, how the media 

represent the world and events is often controversial. How media covers particular kinds 

of issues is often subtle, it can be elaborated in different ways. Due to its sensitiveness, 

all those media discourses could be elaborated in different manner based on their 

perception. 

Media have often been criticized for the parti al, selective and generali zed way in which 

tbey represent different groups, creating stereotypes and emphasizing easily identifi able, 

unchanging and often negative characteristics (O'S ulli van and Jewkes, 1997, p.73). 

Media have also been critici zed for portraying women, young and old people, and a range 

of other minority groups in a s impli stic and derogatory manner (Wi ll iams, 2003, p.123). 
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So that, it is often observed that, people have continually appraised the discourses they 

consumed from a particular medi a. 

Media have had a lot of say ing about the contribu tion of Hamlin fi stul a Ethiopi a. 

However, how they presented is a worth mentioning question as it mi ght have a 

fai rl y/unfa irly presupposition of information/knowledge. What matter is; journali st 

covers onl y the role and contribution that Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital is pl aying for 

curing obstetri c fi stula pati ents? What is behind th ere has to be known. Referring to 

Jorgensen and Phill ips (2002),"analysis of discursive practice focuses on how authors of 

texts draw on already existing discourses and genres to create a lext, and on how 

receivers of texts al so apply avai lable di scourses and genres in the consumption and 

interpretation of the texts" (p. 69). 

Thus, this study wi ll attempt to cri tically aualyze the discourse that med ia produced and 

di stributed about Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital. It will examine the way that particular 

institution use media to underpin an ideology. Obstetric fistula has to always be 

prevented is what the researcher stand on. 

1.3 Rationale of the Study 

For a clear description of the rationale behind the study, it would be ni ce to look at on: 

Why Ham lin Fistula Ethiopia? Why some selected and avail able documentary films and 

articles? 

Haml in Fistula Hospital is studi ed for the very reason that since media bad had a lot of 

saying about the contri bution of the hospital in curing obstetric fi stula patients, 
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investigating those increasing discourses would show the other way round of undi sclosed 

outcomes. Because, as Fairclough and Wodak ( 1997, p.258) argued "discourse is soc ially 

constitutive and conditioned ... constitutive in the sense that it helps to sustain and 

reproduce the social status quo and it contributes to transforming it". Thus, whenever a 

particular discourse is set out, once own med ia have to take care of the outcomes and 

achi evable ideo logy. 

The researcher has taken both broadcast and print media for analysi s. Two documentary 

films, one of the films is internationally made programs by Angel Entertainment and the 

other one is a loca lly produced documentary program by Ethi opian Radio and Television 

Agency (ERTA) whereas the other two data sources are from print media (i.e. from th e 

local Ethiopi an Herald newspaper and the internationally made online magazine called 

Ts~haiNY). All these four data have chosen because they are among the limited avai lable 

sources, which cover discourses about the hospital. 

Since there are a limited number of media outputs presented on Hamlin Fistula Eth iop ia, 

the researcher was in a long labor of searching the sources. Book written by Catherine 

Hamlin entitled "Hospital by the River" is worth mentioning book for the researcher to 

found out the data sources with respect to broadcast media. In getting print media sources 

with respect to the local one, the researcher tried to ask joumalists working in their 

station whom are assigned to wri te on Hamlin Fi stula Ethiopia but they don't even know 

the date when their own article publi shed. It would be easy if it is that way but they took 

the researcher to a long labor for search ing the articles. 

Generally, bei ng a stepping-stone for researchers who wants to conduct their research 
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based on critica l discourse analysis and creating awareness among medja organizations 

about the presence of a particu lar discoursc can be taken as the major rationales behind 

the study. 

1.4 Objectives of the Study 

The general objective of the study is to uncover the media presupposition of Hamlin 

fistula Ethiopia . The specifi c objectives of the study are the following: 

• To explore the way in which these presuppositions are used in underpinning the 

ideological goals of the institution. 

• To identify whether the presupposed information/knowledge of journal ists are fair 

or unfair. 

1.5 Research Questions 

To achieve the overstated objectives, the study sets out to provide answers to the 

following questions: 

• 

• 

• 

What knowledge has the media presupposed in their di scursive construction of 

Hamlin Fistula Ethiopia? 

How is this knowledge presented in th e media texts under consideration? 

What ideological goals does such presupposition attempt to achieve? 

1.6 Significance of the Study 

As far as my know ledge is concerned, I have got no research on Hamlin Fistula Ethiopia 
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in relation to media presupposition. This study is possibly tl,e first of its kind ill Ethiopia 

and school of journali sm and commun ication with respect to media presupposition on the 

role and contri bution th at Hamlin Fi stula has playing. So that, si nce there is no research 

has been made in thi s regard, thi s study shows a new outlook behind the contribution of 

the hospital in a way: discourses that media have set out might be used for a certain 

ideological purpose. 

It would also provide journalists a better insight to look for the know ledge that the 

audiences have in processing a certain kind of discourse and it help journalists to 

understand the ideological underpinning behind a parti cul ar discourse. Tn addition to this, 

the outcome of this study would al so have a significant importance for the media in a 

manner that when a media covcr a parti cular discourse, they have to see the other way 

round that is: the ideological reinforcement. Therefure, it wuulu help a particular media 

to scrutinize what is out there behind the scene. 

Finally, yet importantly researchers who are in need of doing their study with respect to 

media discourse on specific kinds of issue, they may use thi s study for thcir future 

research as a reference. 

I. 7 Scope of the Study 

There are private and government owned media institutions either print or broadcast 

which are operating in Ethiopia and abroad whom; cover di scourses related to Hamlin 

Fistula Ethiopia in diverse way. However, due to a limi ted Ilumber of available data and 

hoping to bring a diversifi ed and all rounded outlook on the issue, thi s study sticks to 

both print and broadcast med ia. From the print media two articles have been taken from 
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The Ethiopian Herald newspaper and "TsehaiNY" online magazine. These are local and 

foreign-based media respecti ve ly. Wh ereas, from broadcast media, the researcher has 

taken two documentary programs of which one has been produced locally by the 

Ethiopian Radio and Television Agency (ERTA) while the other one is obtained from an 

intenlational media organization known as 'Angel Entertainment'. 

Thus, this study dea ls with a critica l di scourse analysis of media presupposition 

specifically refened to both documentary films and the alti cles. The discourses wou ld be 

analyzed with respect to the common axiom of media. That is: the contribution of the 

hospi tal for the medication and curing of obstetric fistula patients. 

The reason why these data are selected is because they are from among limited availab le 

sources that cover a discourse related to Hamlin Fistula Ethiopia. So that, to critically 

analyze the discourses presented on the hosp ital , it would be worthy enough of 

conducting the study with respect to the chosen media outputs. 

1.8 Limitation of the Study 

There is no research devoid of some limitations. Due to lack of enough time and data, the 

research area is lim ited to this kind. The researcher stick to some selected and avai lable 

media discourse where the researcher thinks could find enough data for analysis. 

However, sti ll the result of the study might not be fully representative of the whole 

media. 

The study focused only on this issue with having limited and available sources of data. 

Seeing other kinds of issues for a critical analysis of the discourse will be expected from 
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the future researchers. That means, it wou ld be important to look in to unobservable 

aspects of thi s thes is work. In addition, the othcr encounter of the study is thc subjective 

nature of cri tical discourse analys is. The researcher fee ls li ke not to become the ou tput of 

the study more subj ective. 

In order to make it tbe study complete, it needs enough time. However, by using critical 

discourse analysis with a lot of empirica l investigation , the researcher devotes a lot of 

effort in order to make it effective and significant. 
... 

1.9 Organization of the Study 

The study is organized into fi ve chapters. The first chapter discusses the background of 

the study including problem statement, rat iona le of the study, research objective, and 

research quest ions, signifi cance of the study, its scopes and limitation of the study. 

Chapter two focuses on reviewing of related literature including the theoretical 

framewo rks. In chapter tluee, the methodological aspects of the study have been 

di scussed. Chapter four is devoted to discussing the findings of the study through a 

critical ana lysis of the media presupposi ti on using different methods in line with the 

research questions and related literatures di scussed. In the final chapter (Chapter five) , 

summery and conclusion of the study are di scussed. 
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Chapter Two 

2. Literature Review 

This chapter focuses on review of some literatures, whi ch would be a stepping·stone for 

the later chapter, analysis, and presentation . It provides the necessary theoretical 

frameworks for the study and introduces the background knowledge of CDA, its 

princ ipl es, features, and main directions. 

2.1 Introduction 

CDA and its approach havc had a dominant place on the cou rse of di scourse analyst and 

interpreters. There are various writings, whi ch have dealt with theoretical aspect of it or 

have used as method for analyzing the soc io cul tural and political aspects . Obviously, 

many subjects are located in the fields of CDA frameworks. In most cases, they contain 

societal issues like racism, conflicts, representing minorities, international Issues, a 

conversation between some colleagues and so on. 

For instance, CDA focuses of racism; Teo (2000) in his study called "rac ism in the news: 

a critica l discourse analysis of news reporting in two Australi an newspapers" have 

extracted the issues in detai ls. His studies focused on news reports reiat ing to a 

Vietnamese gang in Australia whose violent and drug dea ling activities have received 

publi city in two Sydney based newspapers: the Sydney morn ing herald and the dai ly 

telegraphs. Based on the theoretical method of CDA, he tri ed to revea l evidence of a 

systematic stereotyping of the ethni c eonununi ty by the white majority. In a way, his 

study also revea led evidence of a racist ideology manifest in an asymmetrica l power 
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discourse between the ethnic lawbreakers and the wh ite law enforcers. Fi nally, he comes 

up with a conclusion that the evidence of racism in the ncws reflccts and reinforces the 

marginali zation of recent Vietnamese migrant in to Austral ia . 

Tn re lation to a CDA focus of international issucs, Rahmani 's (20 10) thes is work cou ld be 

mentioncd as a study based on CDA. She tri es to examine the change in practice: a 

critica l di scourse ana lysis of New York Times approach toward Tran, before and after 

Obama starting from January 2009. That is, the study shows that US administration was 

trying to stop Iran by intensifying sanction and posting a military threat. However, after 

Obama the discourse has changed to negotiations in solving the existing problem with 

Tran . Tn addition , the study extracted some di ffere nces in the representation of Tran in 

these periods. For example, in the first period Tran is introduced as a dangerous powerful 

t:nemy wh il e ill the second one, the presented image of Iran is partly moderate. Besides 

the internationality of the issue what makes thi s study different form the above one is, in 

addit ion to CDA for analyzing the cases, it uses the grammar of transitivity of SFG. This 

is one element that makes this respective thesis different from Teo' s study (2000) as this 

study uses only CDA as both a theOlY and method for analyzing the cases. The 

conclusion , made by this study asserts that, the change in the policy of government as th e 

most powerful institute of the society has brought about change in the approach of th e 

newspaper towards Iran. 

One of the local studies with respect to a CDA focus of conflict is Mesfin Bekalu' s work , 

which emphasized on prepos ition in news discourse. He employed CDA as both a 

method and theory, which contain societal issues like co nflicts that took place in Western 

region of Ethiopia called Gambela. The objective of the study was to examine the type of 
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knowledge journalists presuppose in news discourse and, in relevance theoretic terms, the 

amount of processing effort that readers are required to invest in accessing and/or 

activating what has been presupposed. For this, he took five news articles extracted from 

three Ethiopian newspapers published in the English language. Besides, the study also 

aims to reveal the existence of possible ideological reasons behind journalists' use of 

'fa ir ' or 'unfair ' presuppositions in their texts. Lastly, the analysis indicates that some 

news article writers unfa irly presuppose different types of knowledge in news di scourses 

and add an aura of mystification to certain issues, which, in turn, might be for 

politicallideologica l reasons. 

Now, let 's come to thi s respective study and di scuss about what makes it different from 

the above studies. From the very beginn ing, this study contains CDA of social issues such 

as representing minorities' though Teo (2000); Rahmani (2010) ami Bekalu (2006) 

discuss racism, international issues, and conflicts respectively. It would be clear if we 

distinguish them from this study based on the method and theoretical framework, tbey 

use. 

For hi s analysis, Teo use Fowler (1979, 1991) Van Dijk (1993, 1996) and Fairclough 

(1992, 1995) theoretical framework ofCDA. In the other way round, Rahmani uses Van 

Dijk socio cognitive models, Wodak discourse socio linguistic models, and Fairclough 

critical linguistic models. However, Mesfin Bekalu used models of Wilson (1995 , 1986) 

and Van Dijk (2001, 2005) as a theoretical framework , which makes it different from the 

others. 

In the fact that CDA is multidisciplinary and thus draw its tools from the theoretical 
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works of other discipline such as lingui stics, pragmat ics, and psychology: it is commonly 

observed to use a combination of models in CDA. Thus, th e present study tries to ana lyze 

the subj ect under study based on a combi nation of Van Dijk socia cogniti ve theory, 

presuppositi on, relevance, and theOty of privacy, whi ch makes it different from the 

above-menti oned related studies. Tn additi on , what makes this study distingu ished from 

other studi es is, the researcher tries to uses data triangulation approach i.e. data 's 

ob ta ined from both print and broadcast media . For instance, the researcher tries to 

critically ana lyze discourses presented on two newspapcr articles and two documentalY 

programs that have been founded locall y and internati onall y. 

2.2 Defining Discourse 

Different scholars with respect to their academi c perspectives are using the term 

' discourse' velY di fferently. However, for this thesis work, what we are going to see is 

the critical discourse analysts ' view of discourse. For instance, as Fairclough and Wodak, 

( 1997, p.258) poi nts out cited in Weiss and Wodak (2003, p.I3): "CDA sees di scourse -

language lise in speech and writing - as a form of 'social practice'. D escribing discourse 

as socia l practice implies a dialectical rel ationship between a particular discursive event 

and the situat ions, institutions and social stlUctures, whi ch frame it: they shape the 

discursive event, but it also shapes them". 

That means; discourse is socially constituti ve as well as socially accustomed - it 

consti tutes situations, objects of knowledge, and the social identities of and relationships 

between people and groups of people. One could rai se a question why it is constitutive. 

As Wodak and Fairclough ( 1997, p.258) put out: it is constit11tive both in the sense that it 
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helps to sustain and reproduce the social status quo, and in the sense that it con tributes to 

transform ing it. Since di scourse is so socially consequential, it gives rise to important 

issues of power. Discursive practices may have major ideological effects - that is, they 

can help produce and reproduce unequal power relations between (for instance) soc ial 

classes, women and men, and ethn ic/cultural majorities and minoriti es through the ways 

in which they represent things and posi tion people. 

Thus, generally CDA understands di scourses as relatively stable uses of language serving 

the organization and stmcturing of social life (Wodak and Meyer, 2008, p.6). 

In addition, different discourse ana lysts defin ed di scourscs differently. For exa mple, 

Lomaz (year, p.134) defined di scourse as the study of language viewed communicatively 

and/or of communication viewed linguistically. He also added set of definitions in the 

style of a dictionary entry for ' discourse': 

( I) The linguistic, cognitive, and social processes whereby meanings arc 

expressed and intentions interpreted in human interaction and (2) the historica ll y 

and culturally embedded sets of conventions that consti tute and regulate such 

processes. Moreover, (3) a parti cul ar event in which such processes are 

instantiated and (4) the product of such an event, especially in the form of visible 

tex t, whether originally spoken and subsequently transcribed or origina lly written 

(p.136). 

Addi tionally, di scourse is often defined as a communicative event, and occurring in a 

social situation, featuring a sett ing, participants in different roles, actions, and so on 

(Wodak and Meyer, 2001 , p . 11 5). Sim il arly, Fairc lough ( 1995) "seen discourse as " ( I) a 
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language tex t, spoken or written, (2) di scourse practice (text production and text 

interpretation), (3) socio cultural practi ce" (1'.97). Moreover, Fairclough and Wodak 

(2000) quoted in Bardici (201 2, 1'.27) defin e discourse as an interactive process that 

includes, bes ides the text, the production process of whi ch the text is a product, and the 

process of interpretat ion of whi ch Ule text is a resource. 

Furthermore, the founders of CDA Nom1an Fairclough, defin ed di scourse as, which is 

cited in Locke (2004, 1'.5); 'a practice not just of representing the world, but of signifying 

the world, constituting and constructing the world in meaning' (1992, 1'.64). The issue 

that can be ra ised here 'constitutes the world ' . Fairclough furth er tri es to elaborate it by 

drawing a key insight of Foucau lts. That is, "discourse is in an active relation to reality, 

that language signifies rea lity in the sense of constructing meanings for it, rather th an that 

di!:icuurse is in a passive relation tu reality, wi th language merely referring to objects 

which are taken to be given in reality" (1992, 1'.41 -2). As Locke (2004, 1'.7) located 

Fairclough 's words might be rewritten like this; "Discourse(s) make the world 

meaningful. Or more strongly: only in di scourse is the world made meaningful" . 

Another most important point that can be raised in Fairclough ' s definition is seeing 

discourse as a practice. Concerning this, Locke tried to elaborate like: discourse implies 

ways of being and doing as well as ways of signifYing. James Gee (2004) quoted in 

(Locke, 1' .7) emphasized the former points in a way that, 'Discourses include much more 

than language', That is : 

Discourses, then, are ways of behaving, interacting, valuing, thinking, believ in g, 

speaking, and often reading and writing that are accepted as instantiations of 
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particular rol es (or 'types of people') by specifi c groups of people. Whether 

families of a certai n sort, lawyers of a certain sort, bikers of a certain sort, 

business people of a celtain sort, church members of a certain sort, African­

Americans of a certain sort, women or men of a certain sort, and so on through a 

very long list. Discourses are ... 'ways of being in the world'; they are 'forms of 

life'. They are, thus , always and evely- where social and products of soc ial 

hi stori es. 

Generally, since this thesis work is focused on discourse in the context of media, the most 

precise definition for this respective proposition is located by van Dijk (2005) quoted on 

Bardici (2012, p.25) ; discourse is a commun icative event that happens in a social 

situation, presents a scenario, involves participants who played different roles, and 

determines some actions. 

2.3 Understanding Media Discourse 

As individuals, we are influenced, our opinions shaped reinforced and altered by our 

exposure to the media (Macano, 2002, p.13). Media are a powerful and leading entity 

more than other thing. That is why people hear more language from the media than they 

do from direct conversation (Bel l, 1991), and al so they talk a lot about what they read, 

see, and hear on the mass med ia and the Tnternet (Lull , 2000) (Lee, 2007, p.16). Tn one 

way or another it affects the way people interact each other and learn about the world 

around them. Media is an important discourse domain to which CDA has been appli ed. 

For this reason, media di scourse interests different discourse analysts to have a study on 

it. It is because of the unden iable power of media . Media di scourse is one of the research 
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focuses in critical di scourse analys is among others like gender inequality, pol itica l 

di scourse, nationali sm, racism, and olhers. Media discourse is comprehensive kinds o f 

term w hi ch can refers to a totality of how reality is represented and characteri zed in 

broadcast and print medi a from radio and television to newspaper. Thus, this study 

foc uses on the discourses happened on both broadcast and print Media in a narrowest 

senses. 

[n addition, media discourse refers to interactions that take place through a broadcast 

platform, whether spoken or written, in which the discourse is oriented to a non-present 

reader, listener, or viewer (O'Keeffe, 2006, 1'.441). Though the di scourse is oriented 

towa rds these rec ipients, they very often cann ot make instantan eous responses to the 

producers of the discourse, though in creasingly thi s is changing with the advent of new 

media technology. 

Media di scourse is a public, manufactured, on record, form of interaction. This makes 

ease and attractive the way for discourse analysts to analyze media di scourses. In thi s 

respective study, the media di scourse refers to the print media one. 

Media discourses can be shaped or reshaped and conditioned by itself and by an outlined 

soc ial status quo too like as Candlin and Maley (1997, 1'.202) extracted that any di scourse 

is way of talking about and acting up on the world whi ch both constructs and is 

constructed by a set of social practi ces. 

Sometimes, there are misconceptions on considering media discourse only as the 

language of the media, which is crucial for understandin g the messages that th e media 

construct. Nevertheless, The term media discourse does not refer to the language of the 
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media alone but to the context of communi cati on as well. Moreover, it is concerned wi th 

'who is communicating with whom and why, in what kind of society and situation 

through what medium, how different types of communication evo lved, and their 

relationship to each other (Cook 1992, I, quoted in Garrett and Bell 2005 , 3). 

2.4 What is Critical Discourse Analysis? 

The term critical di scourse analysis as usuall y abbreviated as CDA; is one of the 

approaches to discourse analysis, and as such, is a broad term with many definitions. 

CDA is a contemporary approach to the study of language and di scourses in soc ial 

in stitutions. That is, CDA is founded on the idea that there is unequal access to lingui stic 

and social resources, resources that are control led in stitutionally. It is therefore primarily 

concerned with institutional discourses such as media , policy, gender etc. In a way, the 

target of thi s study is the media discourse one. 

Many of critical discourse analysts have tried to define it with respect to their own ficld 

of study. For instance, as (Van Dijk, 1998, 2002; Fairclough, 1995 ; and Wodak, 2002) 

puts out CDA sees discourse (language use) in speech and writing as a form of social 

practice. Their view of discourse is based on the premises of the central properties of 

discourse sllch as structure, meaning, and actions. As Schi ffrin (1997) stated structure 

sign ifies the informational content and its patterns. The second feature of discourse is the 

kind of meaning signified in the text together with the interpretation of both parties 

(speaker and hearer). The third properties of di scourse are action, in which spcaker' s 

intenti ons and goa ls are taken up by the hearer and acted up on. 

In addition , as among the major discourse ana lysts van Dijk (1998) wrote, "Crit ical 
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Discourse Analysis is a type of discourse anal yti ca l research that primarily studies the 

way social power abuse, dominance and inequali ty are enacted, reproduced an d resisted 

by text and ta lk in the social and po litica l context. With such di ssident research, critica l 

di scourse analysts take expli ci t position , and thus want to understand, expose and 

ultimately to resist social inequali ty" (p.354). 

In other word, it is concern ed with studying and analyzing visual, written and ora l texts to 

di sclose the discursive sources of power, dominance, inequali ty, and bias and how these 

sources are commenced, sustained, repli ca ted, and changed within specifi c socia l, 

economic, po l itical, and hi storical contex ts. 

In other way, there are mi sconceptions as well ; which rose on what CDA is? Is it a theory 

or method? Regarding it direction and specialization too. As van Dij k (1 998, p.352) says: 

CDA is not so much a direction, school or speciali zation -- next to the many other 

'approaches' in discourse studies. Rather, it aims to offer a different 'mode' or 'perspective' 

of theorizing, analys is, and application throughout the whole fi eld . In simil ar view, 

Wodak and Meyer (2001 ) added up on that; "CDA is not a directi on of research among 

others, like systemic linguistics, nor a sub discipline of discourse analysis such as the 

psychol ogy of discourse or conversation analysis"(p.96). However, as Van Dijk (1993 , 

p. J 31) argues, it is at most shared perspective on do ing linguistics, semioti c or discourse 

analysis. Thus, in thi s respective thesis critical di scourse analys is concerns with the 

medi a analysis one by whi ch it incorporate both the print and broadcast elements. 

FurthernlOre, Wodak ( 1999, p.l l ) added up on the mi sunderstand ing of CDA. That is; 

CDA analysis is not a homogeneous theOlY with a set of clear and defined tools but rather 
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a research program with many facets and numcrous different theoretical and 

methodologica l approaches. In addition, she em phasizes on the term ' cri tica l', wh ich has 

been misunderstood widely. Furthermore, Wodak (1 999) states tha t: 

Cri tical doesn't mean detecting only the negativc sides of soc ial in teractions and 

processes and painting a black and whi te of picture of societies. Qu ite to the 

contrary: critica l means dis tinguishing complex ity and denying easy, dichotomous 

exp lanations. 1t means making contradi ctions transparent. Moreover, critical 

means self-reflection while doing research and focus ing on relevant social 

problems (p. 12). 

Different scholars have tried to put a convincing clarifi cation on it. For instance, 

according to Rogers (2004), "CDA is both a theOlY and a method. Researchers who are 

interested in the relat ionship between language and society use CDA to help them 

describe, in terpret, and explai n such relationships. CDA is different fro m other discourse 

ana lysis methods because it includes not on ly a description and interpretation of 

discourse in context, but also offers an explanation of why and how di scourses work"(p. 

I). Regarding this (McKenna, 2004, quoted in Rahmani , 20 10, p.20) wrote: although it is 

not attached to any special th eOlY and phil osophy, it call s itself merely as a method of 

analyzing the text. [n contrast, as Wodak and Meyer (200 1, p.96) specifi ed CDA is not a 

method, nor a theory that si mply can be applied to soc ial problems. 

In addi tion, Jorgensen and Philli ps (2002 , p.60) argued CDA provides theori es and 

methods for the empirical smdy of the re lations between discourse and social and cultural 

developments in different social domains . More importantly, as the founders of CDA 
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Fairclough ( 1993) described it as: 

Relationships of causal ity and determination between (a) discursive practices, 

events and texts, (b) wider soc ial and cultural structures, relations and processes; 

to in vestigate how slIch pract ices, events and tex ts ari se out of and are 

ideologicall y shaped by relations of power and struggles over power. Moreover, 

to ex plore how the opacity of these relationships between discourse and society is 

itself a factor securing power and hegemony (p. 135). 

From the above definiti on it can be in fe rred that, the major targets of CDA is to have a 

c lear understanding of the relationships of di scourse practi ces, social practices, social 

structures, which are Fai rc lough's framework for anal yzing a communicative events 

beside texts. Moreover, cited in Dirks (2006), the main goa l of CDA is to reveal 

distortions of the intertextual and re contextualized connections, particularly between 

causes and effects, what can be identified as the criti cal impact of CDA (Fairclough, 

1995, p .747). 

More important point about CDA is that: CDA nei ther invent problems nor produces 

solutions. [n this way, Wodak and Ludwig (J 999, p.66) see CDA as theoretical practices, 

whi ch produce theoretically based accounts of a range of other social practices with a 

focus on discourse. In a way that is informed by emanc ipatory struggles with in those 

practices, and oriented to generating resources fo r those struggles whose uptake depends 

upon the practical politics of those practices. 

Now it is important to sum up the above point in short and general outlooks of the way 

that CDA v iews rcality, soc ial orders, and soc ia l process, discourses, power and human 
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subjectivity. 

Thus, CDA sees the principal socia l orders soc ial processes like as historically situated, 

sociall y constructed and changeable whi ch are constituted and prolonged less by the will 

of indi vidual s than by the occurrence of particular constructions or vers ion of rea li ty that 

often referred to as discourses. 

Moreover, in CDA: di scourse, ideology, and power took its lion share positions of which 

all are interrelated each other. For instance, CDA views di scourse as the productive 

ideology (i.e. constructed through ideology). And thi s di scourse has a major ideological 

cffect that could help produce unequal power relations between different segments of the 

society; of which thi s power re lation viewed as like an inevitable effect of a way 

particular discursive configurations privilege the status and positions of some people over 

the others. 

Additionally, human subj ectivity is constructed or inscribed by a particular di scourse and 

di scourses are manifested in a various way of media productions. FUithermore, in CDA 

reality is mediated or mani fested textually/ intertextually through verbal or non-verbal 

language systems and texts as sites for both the inculcation and the contestation of 

di scourses. 

2.4.1 Principles of CDA 

As CDA practitioners (Fairclough, 1995 ; Wodak, 1996; Van Dijk, 1998) quoted in 

Sheyholi slami (200 1, p.1 3) portrayed, the principl es of CDA could be summari zed as 

fo llows: 
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(I) Language is a social practice through wh ich the world is represented. (2) 

Discourse/ language use as a form of social practice in itself not only represents and 

sign ifies other socia l practices but it also constitutes other social practices such as the 

exerci se of power, domination, prejudice, resistance, and so forth. (3) Texts acquire their 

meanings by the dialectical relationship between texts and the social subjects: writers and 

the readers, who always operate with various degrees of choice and access to tex ts and 

means of interpretati on. (4) Linguistic features and structures are not arbitrary. They are 

purposeful whether or not the choi ces are conscious or unconscious. (5) Power relations 

are produced , exercised, and reproduced through di scourse . (6) All speakers and writers 

operate from specific discursive practices originati ng in special interests and aims, which 

involve inclusions and exclusions. (7) Discourse is hi storical in the sense that texts 

acqUIre their meanings by being situated in specifi c social , cultural , and ideological 

contexts, and time and space. (8) CDA does not solely interpret texts, but also explains 

them. 

As it is mentioned above this study impli ed: what CDA do and doesn't do but more 

importantl y and specifically it shows how di scourse is shaped by relations of power and 

ideologies, and the constructi ve effects di scourse has upon social identi ties, social 

relations and systems of knowledge and beli ef, neither of which is normally apparent to 

discourse participants. That means, it show how a particular society and di scourse shape 

each other. 

In addition broadly speaking, criti cal di scourse analysts invest igate the use of language in 

context. Thus, they are interested in what speakers/writers do, and not so much in the 

formal relationships among sentences or propositions. 
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2.4.2 Features of CDA 

Once having a clear understanding of what CDA is and its principles, all th e way to 

analyze media discourse will became vivid . Moreover, knowing its features is as much 

essential as the principles. Considering thi s, as Jorgensen and Phi llips (2002, 1'.6 1-64) 

stated, there arc five features of CD A whi ch arc described as follo ws: 

2.4.2.1 Contracted ness' of Socio-cultural Process and Structures 

What is emphasized in here is the element ' discurs ive practices'. As Jorgensen and 

Phillips elaborated, di scursive practices are practices through which texts are produced 

(created) and consumed (received and interpreted). They added that, discursive practices 

are viewed as an importa nt form of social practice, whi ch contributes to the constitution 

of the social world including socia l identit ies and social relations. From thi s, it can be 

inferrcd that med ia consumptions, production, and the process of text fo rmation arc 

passing through these discursive practices. For a clear understanding of discursive 

practices; as Fairclough ( 1992, 1' .78) tell us that discursive practices are practices whi ch 

involves processes of text producti on, distri bution and consumption, and the nature of the 

processes varies between different types discourse accordi ng to social factors. For 

instance, texts are produced in speci fic ways in spec ific soc ial contexts. 

Discursive practices may have negative impacts on social aspects of the people. 

Regardin g th is, Wodak and Meyer (2008, p.6) argued that, discursive practices may have 

major ideological effects - that is, they can hel p produce and reproduce unequal power 

relati ons between (for instance) social classes, women and men, and ethn ic/cultural 

majoriti es and mi norities through the ways in whi ch they represent thi ngs and posi tion 
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people. It is this discursive practi ce th at CDA wou ld like to analyze in favor of some 

alternative practices. 

2.4.2.2 Constitutive Nature of Discourse 

When someone says, di scourse is both constitutive and constinlted in a sense that he/she 

raises the question of whom and why it is being constituted. It is constituted by socia l 

practices, whi ch both constitutes the social world and is constituted by other social 

practices. As Fairclough and Wodak (1997) stated: 

Discourse is socially constitutive as well as socially conditioned - it constitutes 

situations, objects of knowledge, and the social identities of and relationships 

between people and groups of people. It is constitutive both in the sense that it 

helps to sustain and reproduce the social status quo, and in the sense that it 

contributes to transforming it. Since discourse is so soc ially consequential, it 

gives rise to important issues of power (1'.258). 

Jorgensen and Phillips (2002 , 1'.6 1) put out; as social practices, discourse IS 111 a 

dialectical relationsh ip w ith other socia l dimensions. That means, discourse besides 

contributing in shaping and reshaping of socia l structures, it also re flects them. Discou rse 

reflects the social structures; it means that discourse act as a mirror on the mind of the 

society that shows which one is the minority or majority and in a way that could be 

refl ected through different means of media. They have also added that, when Fairclough 

ana lyses how discursive practi ces in the med ia take part in the shaping of new forms of 

politics, he also takes into account that discursive practices are influenced by societal 

forces that do not have a solely discursive character. 
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2.4.2.3 Langua ge Use and Social Context 

Discourse IS a social use of language, which is, takes place w ithin a speci fi c soc ial 

con tex t. Van Dijk ( 1998) quoted DUI'anti and Goodwin ( 1992) defi ned contex t like thi s, 

"context is defi ned as the mentally represented structure o f those properti es of th e social 

situation that are relevant for the production or comprehension of di scourse. It cons ists of 

such categories as the overall defin ition of the situat ion , setting (time, place), ongoing 

actions (discourses and di scourse genres), participants in various communicative, socia l, 

or institutional roles, as well as their mental representations: goals, knowledge, opinions, 

attitudes, and ideologies" (p.356). 

Accordingly, as study focuses on, particular kinds of di scourse is taking place with 

respect to a specific social context by whi ch words, sentences, and expressions are used. 

Social context in a sense that; is world fi ll ed with people producing utterances: people 

who have social, cultural, and personal identities, knowledge, beli efs, goals and wants, 

and who interact with one another in various socially and culturally defined situations 

(Juez, 2009, p.8). 

2.4.2.4 Discourse and Ideology 

Discourse function ideo logical ly means that, as Jorgensen and Phillips (2002) points out; 

" in critical discourse analysis, it is claimed that discursive practi ces contri bute to the 

creation and reproduction of unequal power rela tions between socia l groups for exa mple, 

between social classes, women and men, etlm ic minorities and the majority. These effects 

can be understood as, " ideologicol effects" (p.63). Moreover, it could be described, as 

whenever a particular di scourse is produced or created it is known to be runction ing wi th 
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respect to the ideologica l aspects of the period. Because, as Stoddart (200 I, p.195) put 

out , ideology refers to the ways in wh ich soc iety as a who le adopts the ideas and interests 

of the dominant economic class. 

Regard ing the ideological effects, Fai rclough and Wodak ( 1997, p.258) also added up on 

that, ideo logical effects can help produce and reproduce unequal power relations between 

(for instance) social classes, women and men, and ethni c/cultural majorities and 

minorities through the ways in wh ich they represent things and position people. 

As Rahman (20 I 0, p.24) stated, ideo logy governing a di scourse is responsible for a major 

part of the circumstances taking place in that discourse. It determines the att itude of 

participants and adjusts the nature of the relation, which is between them. It is because in 

Rahmani quoted Bourdieu and Eagleton (1992, p.112) who believe that, ideology is a 

"spontaneous belief or op inion that . . . would seem unquestionable and natural" . 

Therefore, a particular di scourse is produced and reacted with respect to a respective 

ideology of the society. 

2.4.2.5 C ritical Research 

CDA considered itself as a critical approach, which is politicall y committed to soc ial 

change. It aims to analyze up on the sides of oppressed social groups. Also as Jorgensen 

and Phillips points out, it aims to uncover tbe role of di scursive practice in th e 

main tenance of unequal power relations, with the overall goal of harnessi ng the results of 

critica l di scourse analysis to the struggle for radical social change. 
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2.4.3 Cornerstone of COA 

As Wodak (2003 , p. ll) points out besides discourse, wh ich has been discussed before, 

power relation, ideology, and hegemony are al so the main foundation for CDA. 

2.4.3.1 Power Relations 

Power is another centra l point for CDA. Power; in thi s respective study refers to the 

language use of those in power (i.e. the media). For instance, journalists have control 

over mass media discourse and access to other forms of official's talk, texts such as 

reports and the like; that is ' power'. 

Most of the time, CDA is interested in ana lysis of the language use of those in power who 

are responsible for the existence of inequalities. More apparent ly, as van Dijk ( 1998) put 

out; CDA researchers are interested in the way discourse reproduces social domination, 

that is, the power abuse of one group over others, and how dominated groups may 

discursively resist such abuse. 

However, the question raised here is how can CDA researcher understand it and 

differentiate power use and abuse. Regarding th is, van Dijk (1995 , p.20) states that; the 

first major problem attended on them is to examine the nature of social power and power 

abuse, and in particular, the ways dominance is expressed or enacted in text and ta lk. He 

further notes that: 

If socia l power is (roughly) defined as a form of control , of one group by another, 

if such control may extend to the action and the minds of dominated groups 

members, and if dominance or power abuse further implies that such control is in 
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the in terest of th e dominant group . Thi s means that dominant social group 

members may also exercise such control over text and talk. 

Additiona ll y, soci al power has control over the patterns of di scourse. Thus, as va n Dijk 

( 1995) argued that: where as, ordinary peop le only have active access to, and control over 

such di scourse genres as everyday conversations with fami ly members, friends or 

co lleagues, and more pass ive access to instituti onal (e.g. bureaucratic) discourse and 

media di scourse. The elite have access to and control over a vast array of both informal 

as wel l as publi c and instill!tional forms of text and talk. 

In other way round, by quoting Foucau lt (1980) one of the theoretica l godfathers of CDA, 

Jorgensen and Phi llips (2002, p.13) stress the productive and constituting nature of 

power: 

What makes power hold good, what makes it acceptcd, is s imply the fact that it 

docs not onl y weigh on us as a force that says no, but that it traverses and 

produces things, it induces pleasure, forms knowledge, produces di scourse. It 

needs to be considered as a productive network, w hich runs through the who le 

social body, much more than as a negative instance, whose function is repression 

(p.119). 

2.4.3.2 Ideology 

Tt is a much more important theory for discourse analysts which would hclp thcm 

especially dealing with media di scourses. From the point of views of di scourse it can be 

described as the way a palticular social group follows with or without knowing assumi ng 
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that; it is vital fo r their respective socio cultural trends. To strengthen thi s idea, van Dijk 

(1998 , p.65) defi nes ideo logy as the shared, fundamenta l, and axiomatic be liefs of 

specific soc ial groups (sociali sts, neolibera li sts, femin ists, antiraci sts, pacifists, etc.). 

Moreover, Bourclieu & Eagleton (1992, 1'.114) presumes ideo logy as things people accept 

without knowing. 

That means in other word, ideology that directs on a particular discourse has a lot of 

influence on the circumstance of the consumer of that discourse. Different CDA 

researchers tried to describe it with their own perspective. For instance, van Dijk ( 1993) 

quoted in Wodak and Meyer (2008, p. 8) sees ideologies as " the 'worl d views' that 

constitute 'social cognition ': 'schematica lly organi zed complexes of representations and 

attitudes with regard to certain aspects of the soc ial world, e.g. the schema .. . whites have 

about blacks" (p .2S8). He also emphasized that; ideo logies all ow people, as group 

members, to organ ize the mu ltitude of social beliefs about what is the case, good or bad, 

right, or wrong, for th em, and to act accordingly. 

Moreover, what initiates a discourse analyst about ideologies is its functioning in 

everyday life. Regarding thi s, Fai rclough (2003) who has more tendencies to Marxi st 

view of ideologies define it like this; cited in Wodak and Meyer (2008, 1'.9): 

Ideolog ies are representations of aspects of th e world, wh ich contribute to 

estab lishing and maintaining relations of power, domination, and cxploitati on . 

They may be enacted in ways of interaction (and there fore in genres) and 

incu lcated in ways of being identiti es (and therefore styles). Ana lysis of texts ... IS 

an important aspect of ideo logical ana lysis and critique ... (P.2 18). 
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Furthermore, as Bourdieu & Eagleton (1992, p. 112) put out, which is cited in Rahmani 

(20 12): discourse is spontaneous beli ef or opinion that ... would seem unquestionab le 

and natural. 

Thus, ideology might have a bi g impact on the participants, so that it would be 

responsible for the acts taking place on them. Because, as Rahmani (2012) points out: 

It determines the attitude of participants and adjusts the nature of the relation , 

which is between them. It is al so respons ibl e for other involvi ng fa ctors within the 

di scourse that have an unconscious impact on the parti cipants (p.24). 

Rahmani (2012) also stressed that; one of the main elements that every discourse analysis 

should pay attention to is the ideology behind th e di scourse. 

Since the focus of this thesis work is to examine the ideology of the institution at the 

extent of journalists work, it is important to know how to study the ideological character 

of a specifi c discourse. 

Regarding this, Trew (1979) has developed ways or models of applying lingui stic theOty 

as an aid to studying an ideological character of newspaper discourse. He argues that 

discourse is a fi eld of both ideologica l processes and linguistic processes, and thus 

lingui stic theory can be used to reveal the ideological processes at work. 

In addit ion , Hodge (1979) argues that there are three kinds of communities that should be 

taken in to account in a di scourse analysis based on newspapers: those who produce the 

paper, the papers readers, and the community that the newspaper transmits or creates. He 

views it likes, for knowing about so meth ing of your subject, you have to know first what 
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are around there that is whose vers ion it is and its intended audience. As stated in Bekalu 

(2003 , p. 156) Hoghe discuss three basic ways of arri ving at the underl ying structure or 

ideo logy of a newspaper. 

The I " is by asking the editor what he thinks hi s paper's ideo logy is, hoping that 

he is te lling the truth and nothing but the truth ; or by looking at the gu ideli nes on 

which the paper's ed itorial policy is based. The 2"" way wou ld be to start from the 

world of events, and trace the process of transmutation stage by stage to its fi nal 

realization in the newspaper. The 3'd point of analysis is the finished product, the 

newspaper itself. 

This could work for broadcast elements as well. Hodge goes on to argue that linguistic 

theory can be used to carry out the third strategy of uncovering the newspaper's ideology. 

2.4.3.3 Hegemony 

The literal meaning of hegemony could be seen as leadership or dominance, esp. by one 

cou ntry or social group over others. Tn relation to the focus of this study as showed by 

Gramsci (1971): hegemony is the structure and practices by which soc ial groups accept 

their own repress ion consensua lly as opposed to through coercion, through a process of 

naturalization by which individuals are conditioned into accepting ideo logical positions. 

Not necessarily in keeping with the best interests of the dom inated groups, and these 

positions becoming viewed as the way things are and so unchallengeable . 

In Gramsci hegemonic role of the media, he argued that rul in g groups cou ld maintain 

tbeir power through force , consent, or a combination of the tIVO. So, it is the media that 
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produce and reproduce everyday di scourses, meanings, and activities to extract the class 

interests of those in power vivid ly natural as seen above, inev itab le and unarguable 

genera l interest with a claim on the societies. That is the hegemonic role of the media. 

However, in most cases questions has been raised on Gramsci notion of hegemony by 

critical discourse ana lysts as their works mostly is focused on a stnlggle against 

hegemony. They argue th at, Gramsci did intend hegemony to impl y the ex istence of a 

single dominant ideo logy. 

Though critical discourse analysts challenge Gramsc i's hegemony, however, Maley 

( 1994) has come up with an argument that there is a logical reasoning inherent in 

challeng ing any argument based on the notion of hegemony as to do so opens oneself to 

charges of being a victim of 'fa lse consciousness '. He emphasized that Gramsci did not 

intend hegemony to denote the existence of a single consciousness. 

This study as well is on the side of critical discourse ana lysts that some hegemony of the 

media might affects the ex isting society in unfavorable ways as keeping them to 

apprehend what the media saying about a specific discourses wh ich is wrong in fact. For 

example, we can take an attempt that leads students to understand teacher's actions and 

perspectives as they are created and modifi ed through multiple interactions in complex 

organizational contexts, whi ch make them like as know everything of their subj ect area. 

So that, cha ll enging these hegemoni c relations is expected from criti cal discourse 

analysts of the time. 
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2.5 Theoretical F.-ameworks 

Different discourse analysts have profoundly contributed for the evolution of CDA at 

different time w ith respect to their field of study. For insta nce, Fairclough ( 1992) In 

li nguistic, van Dijk (1998) in media discourse, Rogers (2004) in educat ion, could be 

mentioned. Furthermore, throughout the process, th ey have been applied different kinds 

of models for analyzing di scourses. Such as, as Yang (2013 , p.85) revealed: Fairclough's 

model and van Dijk's socia-cognitive model are the major one. As the researcher have 

mentioned earlier, these models of CDA could be a major implication for not considering 

CDA as a single directions. More spec ifica lly, as (Wang, 2006 cited in Mirzaee and 

Hamid i, 20 12, p.183) stated: CDA cannot be organi zed as a single method but is rather 

regarded as an approach, whi ch includes di fferent perspectives and different methods fo r 

studying the relatiunship between thc usc of language and social context. 

2.5.1 Van Dijk Socio-Cognitive Theory 

He is from among the most apprehended discourse ana lysts especially with reference to 

media di scourse. He has known for th e work on racism (Van Dijk, 1984, 1987, 199 1, 

1993, 2005, 2007), and on ideology (Van Dijk, 1998) and context (Van Dij k, 2008, 

2009). For the overall labels of ori entations, he uses an approach that of the socio­

cogn iti ve discourse anal ysis. Unl ike many of criti ca l discourse ana lysts, Van Dijk valued 

the fundamental importance of the study of cogn ition (and not on ly that of society) in the 

critical analysis of discourse, communication, and interaction. Moreover, he is also 

interested in the study of mental representations and the processes of language users 

when they produce and comprehend discourse and participate in verbal interaction, as 
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well as in the knowledge, ideologies and other beliefs shared by social groups. 

It is vivid that, socio cognitive is a combination of two terms. Those are: soc ial and 

cogni tion. Cogn ition can be defi ned as a set of n.lIlctions of the mind, such as thought, 

perception , and rcpresentation (Van Dijk, 1995 , p.64). He proposes that, it is the socio 

cogniti on (i.e. social cognition and persona l cognition) that mediates between society and 

discourse. 

According to Van Dijk (2003, p.89): social cogn ition is the system of mental structures 

and operations that are acquired, used or changed in social context by social actors and 

shared by the members of social groups, organizations and cultures. This system consists 

of several subsystems, such as knowledge, attitudes, and ideologies, norms and values, 

and the ways these are affected and brought to bear in di scourse and other social 

practices. 

Socio-cognitive model of Van Dijk (1995) examines the ways in which such cognitive 

phenomena are related to the stmctures of di scourse, verbal interaction, communicative 

events, and sinlations, as well as societa l stmclures, such as those of domination and 

social inequality (p.64). 

Van Dijk brought up this model for a reason that: "CDA should not limit itself to a snldy 

of the relationship between discourse and social stmcnu'e, such as racism and other forms 

of power abuse . But that language use and discourse always presuppose the intervenin g 

mental models, goals and general social representations (knowledge, attitudes, ideologies, 

norms, values) of the language users." Tn other words, the study of di scourse triangul ates 

between society/cu lture/s ituation , cognition , and discourse (Wodak and Meyer, 2008, 
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p.14). Here the most important point is the presuppos iti on, as this study will set out 

separately later. 

Addi tionally, he brought up thi s mode l because, in the previous work of CDA what takes 

much more emphasis is relating linguistic analysis with socio cultural analys is and the 

issue that are to do wit h cognition in the production and comprebens ion of discourse bave 

not received enough attention. He argues that, discourse processing and social cognition 

are mutuall y dependent properties of discourse. 

Mentioned in Bekalu (2006), Van Dijk (2001) argues that ana lys is addressing, di scourse 

in relation to social su·ucrure cannot be rewarding without consideration of the 

individual 's cognitive aspects of discourse processing. 

Since one of the focuses of this study is about presupposition of information by 

journalists, it is important to understand the way in which they presuppose knowledge of 

their audience before they publish or broadcast the infol1nation. Regarding thi s, Van Dijk 

(2005) state that, in producing and presenting a given article or documentary program; 

the journa lists is always engaged in an attempt to modify the audi ence' s knowledge in 

some ways. Thus, this will help them to know or at least make assumptions as to the 

extent of their aud ience's knowledge on the issues they are proceeding. 

For us to have a clear understanding of the theOlY of knowledge, Van Dijk (2005 , p.73) 

mentions about six criteria along which knowledge can be typologically characterized. 

Those are: 

( I) Scope: personal , interpersonal , group, organization, nation cu lture. (2) 
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Specificity: more or less general or spec ific knowledge. (3) Concreteness: more or 

less abstract or concrete knowledge. (4) Reality: more or less fictional or 

knowledge about the rea l world. (5) Objects: the objects of knowledge: people, 

animal, things, nature, etc. (6) Firmness: more or less sure know ledge. 

These and other combined e lements could help us III classifying a given piece of 

knowledge as Van Dijk added up on. 

As Bekalu (2006) cited, Van Dijk (2005) points out that knowledge has a spec ific status 

as a cognitive device, which he calls the K-devicc which would targeted to help speakers 

and hearers to calculate which piece of knowledge to assert, refcr to, or presuppose 

during conununication. In combination with other categories of the context model, such 

as participants' intentions, the kinds of people speakers are addressing, the nature of the 

interaction , the institutional selting, etc. The tenn K-device will be discussed later on. 

This study targeted to strengthen cognitive aspects of discourse comprehension, which as 

previously mentioned is the relatively neglected aspect of CDA. That is, it will address 

the types of knowledge presupposed by journalists for associated ideological reasons. [t 

tries examining this by using Van Dijk typology of knowl edge that has to fonn part of the 

audience's prior knowledge in the course of processing discourse as well as the hi ghly 

psychological theory of pragmatics. That is theory of relevance what is ca ll ed RT, wh ich 

we wil l both discuss later separately. 

2.5.2 Presupposition and Relevance Theory 

These two theories are outlined together for a reason that they are intelTel ated to each 
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other. For instance, since a presuppos ing is con nectcd to cogniti ve aspects of human 

mind, it is sometimes hard to put it in exam ination, but we can indeed treat it using K­

devices and relevance th eory. Let's see them below one by one. 

2.S.2.1 Theory of Presupposition 

There are a lot of arguments about when the term presuppos ition has originated from. For 

instance, in Beka lu (2006), Kadmon (200 I, 1'. 10) notes th at the term fi rst appeared in the 

work of the Germen philosopher Gottlob Frege ( 1892) in his wri tings on the nature of 

reference and referring express ions and it is stated as a discourse or pragmatic notion 

(Norrick, 2001). However, Renkema (1993) argued that the term has its origin in the 

phil osophy of logic, where it is used to denote special types of implicit infollnation. 

It is apparent that, individuals can have a reason for stating or arguing something, whi ch 

mi ght happen due to background knowledge of their own. You presume something 

before stating, that is called presupposit ion in CDA. Moreover, those statements can be 

portrayed like how someone perceives something and why? That is an ideology, whi ch is 

fo ll owed due to some other factors for the sake of socio cultural , politi ca l, or insti tutional 

goals . In other words, it is virtually impossible to utter or write a single sentence of any 

consequence without some kind of assumption and hence without the use of 

presuppos ition (Bekalu, 2006 , p. 153). 

Presuppositi on is an inherent property of human language use. As Keenan (2000) points 

that presupposition of a sentence are the cond iti ons that the world must meet in order for 

the sentence to make literal sense. However, there is a need of some clarificat ion by 

criti cal di scourse analysts on the di ffe rence between the term prcsuppos ition and 
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di scourse presupposition. For instance, S ekalu (2006, p.1 52) po ints out that , the former 

refers to a ll the piece of knowledge that language users must assume in order for what 

they say to make literal sense. Whil e discourse presupposition is the pi ece of information 

that are taken for granted in a given discourse, which is the focus of this srudy th at is 

because they are assum ed to be significant in terms of the readers spending time in 

process ing effort and the insti tution intention of achi eving their ideological goals at the 

expense of journal ists. 

In a particular kind of discourse, it is common to observe that journali sts presuppose 

di fferent kinds of know ledge . For instance, as Van Dijk (200 1) described the possibl e 

knowledge that the journali sts presuppose are knowledge about specific or general 

properties of events and knowl edge about histori cal and political structures. On the other 

hand, it can be the insti tutional agenda or some socio cultural aspccts of the people, 

whi ch is the focus of this study. 

In Van Dijk , concerns of the presupposition of knowledge, whi ch he calls K- device 

strategies, whi ch is the spec ial knowledge-management fun ction or whi ch he calls a 

specific status of knowledge as a cognitive device. As stated in Beka lu (2006, p.1 52), 

Van Dijk (2005) ind icated how thi s K-strategy is emp loyed in the management of 

presupposed knowledge as foll ows: 

(a) If the recipients are beli eved to be members of my own cpi stem ic community (culture, 

country, group, etc), presuppose all socially shared knowledge of this epi stemi c 

community to be known by th ese recipients. (b) If the recipients are believed to be 

members of another epistemic community, then activate knowledge about that other 
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communi ty. If such knowledge fails, assume that knowledge may be the same or si milar 

to that of your own community. When in doubt ask or show ignorance. (c) If I have just 

acquired new knowledge, e.g. about specifi c events, it is probably not socially shared 

throughout the community, and hence not to be presupposed to be known to the 

recipients unless these recipients are known to have used the same source of information 

(e.g. th e media). (d) Tnterpersonal knowledge by definition may presuppose to be known 

by the recipients with whom it was shared. Tn doubt, it shou ld be referred to. (e) Personal 

know ledge is not assumed to be shared by recipients, and should hence not be 

presupposed. 

Why K- device is important here is because it helps us to speculate about the possible 

influence of other elements of the speakers or writers context model , such as hi s or her 

intentions and also it helps us to know a speakers or writers lise of presuppositions for 

ideological reasons (Bekalu, 2006, 1'.154). Because, the journalists may not simply be 

guided by K- device but may instead be deliberately engaged in achieving ideological 

goals in presupposing some piece of information that are vital for the audience ease of 

understanding. Moreover, he added, thi s presupposition could be fair, honest or non­

controversial one based on common knowledge and agreement of observable facts. In 

contrast, they co uld be fake or controversial which the writers or speakers for the purpose 

of propaganda, deceit , or manipulation of others use. 

The thing that Bekalu emphasized on is the K- device speed in deciding what to assert, 

remind or presuppose also depends on the mediu m (text or talks) speakers use to get their 

message across. So it wou ld be logical to expect slower speed involving deliberate 

actions of achi eving ideo logical goals in situations where the journalists is aiming to do 

41 



so when one is produc ing a specifi c kin ds of docu mentary programs or articles. 

2.5.2.2 Theory of Relevance 

It is a very important th eory fo r treating presupposition of some information 's; especially, 

with reference to thi s study, it helps the researcher to dea l with the joul11al ist's 

presupposition o f their documentary programs and articles. 

Cited in Bekalu (2006) work; Sperber and Wilson ( 1995) in an aliic le outl ining the 

implications of the theOlY for pragmatics they put the central claim of the theory of like: 

"The centra l claim of rel evance theory is that the expectations of relevance raised by an 

utterance are precise enough, and predictable enough, to guide the hearer towards the 

speakers meaning. The aim is to explain in cognitively realistic terms what these 

expectations of relevance amount to, and how they mi ght contribute to an empirically 

plausiblc account of comprehension" (p. 154) 

They outline two principles of RT: cognitive and communicative principles, which are 

closely related to one another. However, for the focus of this study, the parti cular 

emphasis is on the Cognit ive principles of Relevance in accounting for the 

appropriateness of pre- suppos itions made by journal ists in news reports. Accordi ng to 

the Cogniti ve Princip le of Relevance, utterances rai se expectati ons of relevance not 

because speakers are expected to obey a Co·operative Principle, maxims, or some other 

specifically communicative conventions, as claimed by Grice (1975) in Bekalu (2006), 

but because the search for relevance is a basic feature of human cognition, which 

communicators may exp loit. They further argued that an input of any kind (e.g. a sight, a 

sound, or an utterance) is relevant to an in dividual when it connects with background 
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information that he or she has ava il able to yield conclusions of s ignificance to him or her. 

Tn here, it is important to know that an input is releva nt to an individual when it 's 

process ing the available assumptions which would he lp the researcher to come up with 

the pos iti ve cogniti ve effects. As Bekalu (2006) states: by a positive cognitive effect, the 

authors mean a true conclusion that an individual arri ves at something worth having. 

Fa lse conclusions are not worth having; they are cognitive effects, but not positive ones. 

Tn addition , as indicated in Bekalu, Sperber and Wilson " the most important type of 

cognitive effect ach ieved by processing an input in a context is a contextua l impli cation , 

a conclusion deducible from the input and the context together, but from neither input nor 

context alone". 

In any communi cative situation , according to the Cogniti ve Principle, the greater the 

processing effort required, the less relevant the input wi ll be; hence, relevance can be 

assessed in tenns of cognitive effects and process ing efforts. Following these claims, the 

theorists conclude by asserting that human cognition tends to be geared to the 

maxim.ization of relevance. 

How RT could be an important element for treating presupposit ion of some kind of 

information . As Bekalu (2006) points out, it' s because RT centre's on the natural 

tendency of human beings to maximize relevance, and claims th at an input or a stimulus 

conveys a presumption of its own optimal relevance. 11 then sta tes that an ostensive 

sti mulus (for example, in an arti cles and documentary programs putted in thi s smdy) is 

opti mally relevant to an audience ifand only if( l ) it is suffi cientl y re levant to be worth 

the audience 's process ing effort, and (2) it is the most relevant one compatible with the 
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communicator's abi li ties and preferences. 

It 's common that journalists presuppose some ki nd of information consc iously or 

unconscious ly that lead audi ence to may not eas il y access or acti vate with the 

information just broadcasted or published and thlls require them to apply more proccss ing 

e fforts. 

Therefore, relevance theo lY ca n be used for labeling whether th e publi shed or 

broadcasted presuppositions of information's are ' fair ' or ' unfair '. 

2.S.3 Theory of Privacy 

Concerning pri vacy, Sisse la Bok is an influentia l contributor of thc issues, whi ch he saw 

in the context of an investi gation of secrecy. In his view, cited in Belsey & Chadwick 

(2003, p.81) secrecy can be a means to or a fo rm of privacy, if privacy is the condition of 

being protected from unwanted access to others. Secrecy, however, although its use by an 

individual could be widespread, requires a specific object that which is concealed. 

In hi s way of looking at it, privacy is more genera l, it is more like a way of life, a 

necessaIY (not sufficient) condition, for the suggestion is that it is a psychol ogical 

requiremen t for a satisfactOlY life. 

Additionally, as he stated : pri vacy meets a need; it offcrs the self-protection against 

vulnerably by providing comfort and control and by strengthening the sense of identi ty. 

According to this theOlY cited in (Belsey & Chadwi ck, 2003, p .8 1): 

Privacy does not imply that there is somethin g to hide, and certainly not that it 
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hides a shameful secret. Pri vacy simply recogni zes the importance of not handing 

ovcr the power to control one 's own life to somcone else. It thus relates itse lf to 

such concepts as self- ful fi llment and se lf- respect, personal di gnity and security, 

autonomy and identity, and in general the integrity and imm unity of the person, 

and it di ffe renti ates itself from the consequences of its negati on: feeling of 

de fe nselessness and nakedn ess, fea r and embarrassment, bewil derment, di stress 

and emoti onal upset. 

Privacy is one of the elements that can be taken in to accoun t as a medi a discourse 

bes ides the commonly taken discourses such as inequali ty, raci sm, confli ct, and others. 

One of the central issues in the ethics of journalism is privacy and all eged invasion of 

privacy by the media. We live in a society that values personal privacy and are concerned 

about intrusions in to privacy from whatever source including the media (Belsey & 

Chadwick, 2003, p.77). 

There are invas ion of privacy that can legi timately c laim the protection of privacy and 

there can legitimately claimed too. For instance, scandalous behavior cannot legitimate ly 

claim the protection of privacy like politi cian who has his/her secret love nest exposed in 

the press is not the victim of an in vas ion of privacy. It is because all aspects of the 

exerci se of power must be open to the publi c. 1n this study, obstetri c fis tul a patients have 

thc right to pri vacy and can legitimately claims the protection of pri vacy as well. It is 

needed here to deal with ri ghts as a way of indicating the protection due to indi viduals 

and thei r in terests. 

Pri vacy as a big agend a of the day has entrenched in internati onal codes and conventions. 
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Like as cited in Belsey & Chadwick (2003, p.78) arti cle 12 uf the Universal Decla rati on 

of the Rights stated that: 

No one shall be subjected to arbi trary interfe rence with hi s/her privacy, famil y, 

home, or correspondence, or to attacks up on hi s/her honour and reputation . 

Everyone has the right to the protection of the law aga inst such intcrference or 

attac ks. 

Addit ionally, article 12 of th e Universa l Dec larati on of the Rights, menti ons three 

overl apping areas where ind ividual rights have come under threat. These are: (1) 

Surveillance by private or more likely state securi ty organizations, including the 

compiling of secret dossiers on people through the use of illega l or illegitimate methods 

such as phone-tapping, bugging. (2) Unauthorized access to private or confidential data, 

often held in computer fil es, such as financial and tax affa irs, social-securi ty status, 

med ica l reco rds, criminal records. (3) Invasions of pri vacy by the press, fi rst, by the 

phys ical intrusion of reporters in to someone's personal life and pri vate space, and second, 

by th e splashing of that person 's name, pi cture and stOlY across screens or the pages of 

the tabl oids, often with the utmost insensitivity or vulgarity. 

Again as stated by Belsey & Chadwick (2003, p.83): there are three types of pri vacy, 

hence areas of personal li fe where the protection of pri vacy mi ght be sought. These are: 

( I) Bod il y or physica l privacy: thi s provides a space in which the body can ex ist, functi on 

and move, free from phys ical intrusions like the too close proximity of other people or 

bodily contact and touching, and fi·ee from observati onal in trusions of eyes and ca meras 

(and the senses and sensors). (2) Mental or communicational privacy: this allows a 
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person to be alone with their thoughts and feel ings, wishes and desires, to keep written or 

electron ic records of them and to communicate them to select other people, free from 

eavesdropping, in trusion and other forms of psychologica l invasion. (3) Informational 

privacy: this provides protection for personal info1111ation, which is legitimately held in 

the files of public and private organizations, and prevents the disclosure of such 

information to third parties. 

Some other and very important point, which has to be raised in relation to the issues of 

privacy, is consent. Why this st1rdy wants to incorporate consent is that, there are 

controversies on the way for a journalist to write or publish stories about persons with or 

without consent. In other word, it is hard to conclude that, journalists ought to write or 

broadcast onl y about some agenda of persons who have given their consent. Because, 

there are moments by whi cb journalists required to publicize some information without 

individuals consent. For instance, in cases involving crim ina lity, corruption, hypocrisy, 

and unethical behavior, consent is not needed (Belsey & Chadwick, 2003 , p.89). 

However, in all other cases, those concerning ordinary people who find themselves thrust 

into th e public eye, or famil y members who are innocent of any relevant invo lvement, 

consent should be a requirement. 

More over, in relation to keeping the privacy of patients, Moynihan (2000) states that: ( I) 

Patients who are drugged or otherwise unable to consen t should not be asked to go on the 

record, unl ess a substitute decision-maker grants that consent. Stori es should be held until 

such time as consent can be verifi ed. (2) Patients should be offered the opportuni ty to 

speak without attribution or to be blurred or si lhouetted in video or photos, if what they 

reveal could compromise their safety or ability to be healed. And, (3) If journ al ists want 
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to shoot hospital conditions outside the patient's room or care area, they should get the 

consent of the oth er patients or blur or otherwi se dc-identify them to protect their pri vacy. 

The impact of the publi shed stmy on the subsequent care of the patient shou ld a lso be 

considered . 

2.5.4 Designed for the Study 

As it has been mentioned before, CDA is taken as both a theory and method that makes it 

a base for the genera l frameworks of the study. Since CDA is not a monopol istic method 

fo r it is a collection of differe nt theories for the study of di scourse, it is cruc ial to explain 

and understand how all the theories are working and how they are being applied. 

Hav ing this in mi nd, this study will try to outline the types of knowledge presupposed in 

the given di scourses of selected newspapers articles and documentary programs. Bes ides, 

whether or not they are fairly or unfairly presupposed with respect to some references 

such as privacy of individuals as Belsey and Chadwi ck (2003) outlined, and why and 

how invading the privacy of patients are used for. This presupposed info rmation could be 

treated using K- devices and relevance theOty. Thus, thi s study indebted to use Bekalu 's 

(2006) frameworks which draws on relevance theory discussed in Sperber and Wilson 

(1995) and Van Dijk (2005) typology of knowl edge, both of wh ich have a psychological 

contents since they are related to cognitive aspects of some own. 
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C hapter T hree 

3. Methodology 

This research focuses on a critical di scourse analys is of media outputs (documentary 

programs and art icles) about Haml in Fismla Ethiopia and tries to get the underpinning 

ideological goals of the institution through fa irly or unfairl y presupposed information of 

journali sts. 

This chapter deals with the main methodological approach, the sources that are employed 

in the study, data gathering technique, the samp ling techniques, and the background of 

the media where the sources are gained . Emphatically, all these are discussed in tune with 

the objectives, the literatures, and theoretica l frameworks di scussed in the preceding 

chapter. 

3.1 Critical Discourse Analysis 

As the researcher put out before, the study used CDA both as a theory and method. 

Therefore, here, the main methodological approach is CDA, whi ch is uscd to co llect and 

analyze the media output of Hamlin Fisml a Ethiopia in order to achieve the objective set 

out. The rational e for its espousa l is that the thesis deals with a critical discourse analysis 

on media output of Hamlin Fismla Ethiopia and attempts to get the underpinning 

ideological goals of the in stitution through a fairly or un fa irly presupposit ion of 

in formation by journalists. 

In this thesis, critical discourse analysis is employed as a tool to examine a set of media 

ou tputs produced concerning on Hamli n fistula Ethi op ia . Most of the outputs emphasize 
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on the rol e and contribution of the hospital. CDA has been adopted as a rescarch 

methodology in .a variety of di sciplines such as medi a and communicati on studies and 

cultura l studi es. Studies focused on usi ng CDA as a research methodology have increased 

in recen t years (see Rogers 2004 , Jorgensen and Phillips 2002, Fairclough 1994). It refers 

to the study of a diverse body o f knowledge; it is an approach to deconstructin g the 

wri tten or spoken language attached to a given type of social practice (Baridici, 201 2). 

According to Rogers (2004), CDA is di fferent from othcr di scourse analysis methods 

becausc it includes not only a descripti on and in tcrpretati on of discoursc in context, but 

also offers an explanation of why and how discourses work. 

Cri tical discourse analysts investigate the use of language in context, thus they are 

interested in what speakers/writers do, and not so much in the formal relationships among 

sentences or propositions. It ought to reveal something about how certain ideology is 

enforced on some social prac ti ces and how they (for example an institution of some kind) 

strive to keep it at the expense of some soc ial action (med ia discourses). Blache and 

Durrheim (1999) added that an author of a specific discourse, either explicitly or 

. implicitl y, to do a number of things simultaneously: motivates the reader or listener to act 

in a parti cul ar way or advance a particular ideology. Hence, it is supposed that critical 

discourse analys is of medi a output can give impoltant clucs about th e intenti ons of the 

authors and tbeir ideo logical statements. Accordingly, in this study, criti cal di scourse 

analysis aims to reveal, through a fa irly or unfairly presupposition of infolll1ation by 

journali sts, what th e underpinning ideological goals of the institution are. 

50 



3.2 The Data and Data Sources 

The sources of data included in here are from both broadcast and prin t media . That means 

the resea rcher has operated a data triangul ation, whi ch is from among the four types of 

triangulation as Denzin ( 1978) outl ines. Investigator tr iangu lation, theory triangulation, 

and methodo logica l triangulati on are among the common ones. Data tri angu lation is all 

about using severa l data sources or the inclusion of more than one in dividual as a source 

of data (Mathi son, 1988). As Smith and Kleine (1986) suggests, the use of multi-methods 

results in di fferent images of understanding, thus increasing the potency of evaluation 

findings. 

Data triangu lation has been used in many sectors to strengthen conclusions about findings 

and to reduce the risk of false interpretations. As Denzin (1978) emphasized find ing can 

be corroborated and any weakness in the data can be compensated fo r by the strengths of 

other data, thereby increasing the va li dity and reliabili ty of the results. 

So tbat, the researcher believes that no single data source can fully make the objective of 

the study ach ievable. That is why a total of four data's are taken for analysis among 

which two of them are taken from broadcast media whereas the other two are from print 

media. For instance, from broadcast media, the researcher has taken two documentary 

programs of whi ch the Ethiopi an Radio and Television Agency (ERTA) has produced 

one documentary program produced locall y while the other one is obtained from 

international media organization known as 'Ange l Entertainment'. The film is called "A 

Wa lk to Beautiful." In the same manner, two articles have been taken from two sample 

newspapers: The Ethi opian Herald and "TsehaiNY." These are loca l and foreign-based 
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media respect ively. However, as Mathi son (1988) emphas ized, when 11 triangulation 

stra tegy is used, the result would be convergence on a single perspcctivc. Thus, the 

researcher hopes that all the available data made the thesis achi evable in its specified 

objecti ves. 

In here, it is better to di scuss the background information of the data sources because it is 

apparent that it helps the future researcher to have a better insight about the medi a 

organi zations. 

3.2.1 The Data Sources (Background) 

Angel Entertainm ent Corporation is a Canadian based television production company that 

produces compelling and entertai nin g dramatic feature films and television shows fo r the 

international market. As mentioned above, it is the owner of 'A Walk to Beautiful ' 

documentary program, whi ch is produced and di stributed by thcmsclves in 2007. In 2007, 

it premiered in film festivals and was chosen for the International Documentary 

Association Best Feature DocumentalY Film of the Year award. The following year, the 

film opened in theaters in the United States in New York, Los Angeles, and San 

Francisco. A 52-minute version of A Walk to Beautiful that premiered on NOVA on PBS 

on May 13 , 2008 won the 2009 Emmy Award in the Outstanding Informational 

Programming (Long Form) categOlY on September 21, 2009 at the News and 

Documentary Emmy Awards ceremony on September 2 1, 2009 at Rose Hall , Li ncoln 

Center in New York City. 

Ethiopian Radio and Television Agency (ERTA) is the major publicl y fi.1I1ded media 

station in the cou ntlY. From thi s station , the researcher has taken one Televi s ion 
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documentary program entitl ed "Tkuret Lc Sew Lij Mefleqi a" for ana lysi s; it has a litera l 

meaning like "care for the origi n of baby." As it is believed and the researcher hopes that 

taking a look in to these media outputs makes th e study have a better insight of 

understanding those media di scourses presented focusing on HFE. Tn a way, it helped the 

researcher in picking out the ideological underpinning of the hospital. 

Ethiopian Hcrald is an Engli sh daily newspaper launched in 1943. It is published evelY 

day except Monday and entertains home and world news including various socio­

economic and political issues in nine daily as well as weekly columns and pages. Apart 

from the news and opinions published daily, The Eth iopian Herald covers a wide range of 

poli tics and social issues using di fferent columns and pages . One of the art icl es taken 

from society column is titled "A Bold move against Fistula" was pub li shed on March 

2014. The reason why the researcher has taken it as a data source is because it is one of 

the loca lly owned newspapers, which helped to compare the stated issues with the other 

foreign-based online magazine that mi ght have a different way looking out. Besides, it 

makes the research, all-rounded in using the data sources. 

TsehaiNY is an Engli sh online magazlIle based in New York and New Jersey. The 

researcher has taken one arti cle fi·om this magazine tit led "Welcoming the Unwanted" 

whi ch covers a lot about the role and contribution of the Hamlin Fistula Ethi opian 

reducing obstetric fi stu la. Tt was published three years ago in Februmy 20 11. 

3.3 Sampling Strategies 

Tn th is study, a total of four data sources are selected usi ng avail abi lity· samplin g 

technique which is a sampling method used to sample what is casy to find and available. 
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As Schutt (2008) states, elements are selected for avai labi lity samplin g because thcy are 

available or easy to find . However, th e researcher did find these data not because they are 

availabl e but also as far as a limited number of medi a output on the spec ifi ed issues the 

research er is enforced to use. [n short, the documentalY films and the articles were 

selected from outputs of those four sample medi a. 

The way that the researcher got the data is tlu·ough mass reading of books written related 

to Hamli n fi stula Ethiopia. For instance, a book written by Catherine Haml in herself with 

a title Hospital by the River provided the researcher with a much more insight in finding 

the avail able data out th ere. By doing so, online searching of the fi lms and arti cles has 

followed with respect to the forei gn-based media corporations. As there is no online 

access to find the local documentary fi lms, the researcher gone through a traditional way 

of searching the data in li br31Y though ncwspapers arc beginning online access nowadays. 

In this study, one can raise the questi on of researcher bias in the selection of media 

outputs. However, there couldn' t be researcher bias, as the researcher didn 't have an 

opportunity of choosing among large number of data. Bes ides, all the avail able data are 

founded to be compatible with the objective of the research. 

3.4 Analytical Techniques 

As di scussed previously, there are a number of research approaches under the leve l of 

critical discourse analysis. All of them widely V3lY but coming up with an important 

consequence for the outcome of the research . For in stance, as Wodak (1999, p. ll ) argues, 

CDA analysis is not a homogeneous theOlY w ith a set of clear and defined tool s but rather 

a research program w ith many facets and numerous different theoreti ca l and 
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methodological approaches. Therefore, there are no standard approaches to analyz ing 

media discourses, but rather a variety of ways how to proceed. 

In addi tion, as stated by Phillips and Jorgensen (2002 , p.I), there is no clear consensus as 

to how to ana lyze discourses and different perspectives offer the ir own suggestions. 

According ly, thi s thesis work intended to use a criti cal di scourse analysis approach that 

incorporates different analytical tools which all are stated to come up with the targeted 

outcomes. That is, attempting to get the underpinning ideological goals of the hospital 

through a fa irly or unfairly presupposition of infomlation by journalists. 

I indebted to usc the ana lytical sty le of Bekalu (2006)- a work that draws up on different 

authors who have contributed to the field of critical ana lysis of media discourses namely, 

Sperber and Wilson (1995,1986) and Van Dijk 's (2001 , 2005) Typology of Knowledge. 

All these have a high psychological content. Accordingly, in critically analysis of the 

di scourses, thi s study has gone through the analytical techniques presented below: 

First, the study tried to discover the type of knowledge that the journalists have 

presupposed, as outl ined presupposed infonnation or knowledge. This describes the 

previously existed knowledge or assumption of the journalists starting from the intro of a 

film or lead sentences of an article. 

Second, then examining the boc!y of the media discourse and listing the different piece of 

information presupposed linguistically and pragmatically preceded and compared them 

with the infonnation outlined as new piece of in/ormaliol/ or kl/owledge. This new piece 

of information describes what the institution has said and done that has provided by the 

media (i.e. in both documentary films and articles). 
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Third, now stating the above presupposed information and the new piece of information 

would hel p us to see and consider the issue of Jairness or IInJairness oj the presupposition 

made in the specified documentary films and the articles. This means that, it helps us to 

outline whether the presupposition made in the media output are fa ir or unfair. Or in other 

words, as Bekalu (2006) sta ted, based on RT terms, we can make a sort of cost-bene fit 

anal ys is, taking the amoun t of process ing effort that the audience is most likely to require 

to invest with regard to the cognitive effects she or he is likely to achieve. Thus, if the 

media output leads the I istener or reader in too much processing effOlt, one can say that 

tbe presupposed information is unfair. 

Fourth, the study tried to take a look at the detailed linguistic items (phrases and words 

which mi ght be used in the lead sentence up to the end) of the medi a outputs in terms of 

the likelihood of auu iences increased processing effort. Here, hegemony of the media can 

be a worth examining concept because there might be recursive use of phrases that led 

audiences to look into only one foca l point of view. 

Fifth, finall y but more importantly, the study emphasized on the ideological goals that 

the institution ach ieve based on the above views- through a fairly or unfairly 

presupposition of infonnation by journalists as well as in viewing on the hegemony of the 

media and a detail view of lingui stic items. 
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Chapter Four 

4. Data Presentation and A nalysis 

This chapter is all about a critical di scourse analys is of the se lected set of media outputs. 

As it has been already stated in the previous chapter, this chapter bases itself on ana lytica l 

techniques outl ined in chapter three. For th is reason, it deals with analyzing the se lected 

media discourses by using those analytica l techniques that target at answering the 

research questions fort ifi ed by this study. 

The analysis has undeltaken in two categories: out lined analyzing broadcast and then 

print discourses has fo llowed. A presentation of the media discourse is first drawn 

separately based on the stated categories. Foll owi ng thi s, an appli cation of those 

ana lytical techniques for analyzing the selected four medi a outputs is undertaken. 

In doing so, the researcher hoped to achieve its objective; that is attempting to get the 

underpirUling ideologica l goals of the instiMion through a fa irly or unfai rly 

presuppos ition of informati on by journal ists and what the ideology of the institut ion 

seems like as we ll how the patients of obstetri c fi stul a are perce ived as a result. 

4.1 Analyzing Oral Discourses 

As it is mentioned earlier, there arc two broadcast elements, which are targeted to 

undertaken for analysis . One of the documentary films is brought up from an 

internati ona lly owned corporation whereas the other documentary program is from loca l 

medi a. Firstly, let ' s look at the documentary films before proceeding to the next 

elements. 
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4.1.1 "A Walk to Beautiful" 

It is a 2007 American documentary film produced and distributed by Engel 

Enterta in ment , whi ch di scusses about women who suffer from childb irth IIlJ u,., es In 

Ethiopia and the contribution that Add is Ababa Fistul a Hospital has played in curin g 

these heart touching women. Here follows a criti cal discourse analysis of the fi lm through 

the app lication of the stated ana lytical techniques by giving a brief background 

information and synopsis of the film first. 

4.1.1.1 Background of the Film 

Engel Entertainment fu nds the film whose goal is to produce compell ing and entertaining 

dramatic feature films and television shows for the international market. This company 

has also received grants from NOV A, Fistula Foundation, The Marianthi Foundation, 

UNFPA, The Fledgl ing Film Fund, and other private donors. It is directed and produced 

by Mary Olive Smith and Steven Angel respectively. It is first distributed in May 5 2007 

at San Francisco film festival. In 2007, it premiered in film festiva ls and was chosen for 

the Internati onal Docum entary Association Best Feature DocumentalY Fi lm of the Year 

award. The fo llowing year, the film opened in theaters in the United States in New York, 

Los Angeles, and San Francisco. 

A Walk to BeautifiJl was premiered on NOVA and PBS on May 13, 2008 and won the 

2009 Emmy Award in the Outstanding Infonnational Progranuning (Long Form) 

categolY on September 21, 2009 at the News and Documentary Emmy Awards ceremony 

on September 2 I, 2009 at Rose Hall , Lincoln Center in New York City. As of February 

2008, the film had grossed $7 ,718 dollars in the United States. It main ly focuses on the 
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life of fi ve rural women who suffe r from chil db irth inju ri es in Ethi opia and the 

contribution that Addi s Ababa F istu la Hosp ita l has played in curing thesc heart touching 

women. 

4.1.1.2 Synopsis ofthe Film 

A Wal k to Beautiful te lls the stories of five women in Ethiop ia who are ostracized by 

their fa mily and villages due to their suffering from obstetric fi stula, a seri ous medi cal 

condition caused by fai led chi ldb irth under cond itions of insurmountable poverty and 

inadequate health care. Mostly, as the documentary rcvcals, besides a fai led chil dbi rth, 

early marri age is one of the causes of obstetr ic fi stula in women. These women live in 

isolation with a sense of loneliness and shame due to rejection by their own society . Each 

of these five women choose to reclaim their lives by taking the long and exhausting 

j ourney to the Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital so as to receive the medical treatment 

available on ly there. 

That is the contributi on that Addi s Ababa Fisnt la Hospital is playing in curing these heart 

touching women. Upon arrivi ng at the hospi tal, the women are treated free of charge, 

resul ting in new beginnings. The fi lm also shows what the medication processes and how 

the patients are treated in the hospital. Not every patien t can be cured, but each woman 

takes her own journey toward becoming independent and product ive member of her 

communities once again. For instances, a 17 years old woman call ed 'Wubete' can' t be 

cured . That means even if the doctors tried to make a plastic surgery that goes into her 

bladder to act as a plug, one couldn't deny the fact that she is still suffering from 

incontinence of urine . Unfortunately, she will live with this suffering fo rever. 
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4.1.1.3 Analysis of the Film 

FiTst of all , let' s try to expose the type of know ledge that the authors of this film 

presupposed. Ri ght from the sta rt of the film, it says, "The following program contains 

mature subject matter. V iewers discretion is adv ised. " If we beg in with the il//ro, the 

author presupposes that there arc women who are living hiding away from others in a 

small village of Ethiopia due to some problems, whi ch arc not mentioned yet, that make 

audiences to struggle with the sense and expend a considerable amount of cognitive 

effort. It is done by setting the tone of the whole film (i.e. exposing the hidden women 

liv ing in under-nouri shed conditi on) and creates some kind of curiosity in the viewers 

mind to make them want to set up a so rt of conn ict, problem or unusual situation that w ill 

keep the audience mesmeri zed to the story eager to know. That is, they tried to set up the 

questions that the rest of the film will answer (i.e. for instance they have not mentioned 

yet about why this women are living here hidden and shunned). 

The body in the film , which is the main gut of the story, provides detail s, either to support 

the opening statement or to outline the confl ict and the resolution. Here, there are doctors 

like the co-founder of Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital Dr. Hamlin Catheri ne explaining 

about how these heart touching women are suffering and how they are treated in the 

bospita l, Dr. Ambaye, a fistu la surgeon in the hospita l, explains the experience of 

Ethiopian women under nouri shm ent, and what they are expected to do and be. This is, as 

put out in th e film they are trying to support the presupposed information in a cause and 

effect of the conditions happen to them. 

Hence, it is important to examine the middle (body) of the documentary and li st the 
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di fferent pi eces of information presupposed linguistically and compare them with the 

new pi eces of information as indicated in analyti cal technique as 'new in/ormation ' just 

provided by the film . Doing so help us to criti ca lly look at whether the presupposition 

was made fairl y or un fa irly. Besides, it consequently helped the researcher to fi nd out the 

way in which the discourses are used in tUl derpillll ing the ideological goals of the 

institu tion through a fa irly or unfai rly presupposi ti on of information by journalists at the 

end. As a result , the study implies the hegemony of the medi a too. 

Table 1- Pieces ofInformation/knowledge; 'Presupposed ' Vs. 'New' 

Presu osed informati on/knowledae 

There are women who are li ving 
in under nouri shment, absolute 
poverty living with no hope 
Fistula is a hidden epidemic or 
a silent epidemi c 
There is no ncar road constnlction 
for women to come to the hospita l 
Nobody knows their suffering 
The ma in cause for fi stula is lack 
of good obstetric service 
Fistula pati ents are suffering not 
phys ical but also psychol ogical & 
social trauma 

New informalion/knowled e 

Addis Ababa Fistul a Hospital is 
curing a number of obstetric fi stula 
patients 
Obstetri c fi stula patients don ' t know 
the existence of the hospital 
The hospital is welcoming the 
pati ents in a mind-blowing manner 
The hospital is building a fi ve 
outreach centers for women 

All the pi eces of presupposed information describe what the author assumed right before 

dea ling with the subj ect and show what ex ists out there. As it can be viewed apparently 

through the two lists of information and the overall themati c structure of the di scourse, 

the author of the documentary has set out to tell to the audience about the effort that the 

hospital is offering in curing obstetric fi stula patients. In that way, the author holds the 

assumption that, the target audience didn ' t know about what obstetri c fi stula is in detail 

and the effort that the hospital is doi ng right there in curing obstetric fis tul a patients. That 
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is why the journa li st is beginning to grab the attention of the audience by not revealing 

about obstetri c fi stu la startin g from the intra and targeting to te ll in the body as it has 

been done that way. Therefore, the author expected the audience, as they don' t know that 

much about the contribution what the hospital is doing in treating obstetric fi stula 

patients. 

Now, let' s look at the issue ofJairness or unJairness oJ the presupposition made in the 

documentary film. As it is already stated in chapter two of thi s thesis work, the method 

em ployed to identify whether the presupposition is fair or not is through RT terms. That 

is through the amount of processing effort that the audience exerted in achi eving th e 

cogniti ve effects. For instance, if the processing effort is hi gh, we can say that th e 

information is unfairl y presupposed. In other hand, if it is low, one could definitely say 

the presuppusition is a fair one. Thus, upon investigating that, it is good to criticall y look 

at the in fonn ation taken for granted in the document8lY film. Since the author assumes 

that the audience didn ' t know about what obstetric fi stula is and the contribution that the 

hospital is investing in alleviating these problems, the documentary tries to slightly 

inform th e audience about the issues at hands, which are introducin g somethin g about the 

causes and effects of obstetric fistula. Whi le the root causes are not revealed for, 

mentioning thcm would most probably be an indicative clement for measures to be taken 

in preventing obstetric fi stula. Therefore, depending on thi s assumption, we could 

probably say that the presupposition is likely unfair one. 

For instance, as it is mentioned in the film on an interview with Dr. A mbaye, the main 

cause of fi stula is lack of obstetri c fi stula services. \Vhat about chil dbi rth injuries, what 

about early marriage, what about fe male geni tal circumcision, what about cu ltural 
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dom ination , what about hi gh ill iteracy (lack of appropriate know ledge about the sickness 

and treatment), absolute poverty, poor economic condit ions whi ch in fact would be the 

root cause of fi snil a didn ' t mentioned yet in? Since these all equ iva lently contribute in 

causing the problem, a due attention should have been rendered. 

In addition, as it is indicated in the list of presupposed info rmation Dr. Ambaye said that 

obstetric fi stul a is a hidden epidemi c or silent ep idemic. In here, a specific audience 

might be in confusion that how could obstetric fi stula be a hidden epidemi c; because 

epidemi c means a wide spread of an infectious disease in a conul1uni ty in a particular 

time. Nevertheless, indeed, obstetric fi stula is not a transmitted infec ti ous disease. 

Therefore, the researcher as a criti cal discou rse analyst found out that thi s idea would 

enforce aud iences to invest too much processing effort in an attempt to grasp it, which 

lhey may not have encountered before. This is one of the indicati ons of un fair 

presupposition of journa li sts. Thus, this indicates the presupposition that the journalist 

made is unfair enough. 

The whole docu mentary is made for the aud ience to understand only what the hospital is 

doing out there in curing and treating obstetric fi stula pati ents. However, we can still say 

that there is a sli ght outlining way of what and why th e issue would make th e aud ience 

not to stJUggle with the sense and extent a considerable amount of cognitive effort . 

A critica l discourse analyst could p ick out some more important presupposition of 

knowledge about the subject matter. That is presuming that fi stula patients are illiterate 

besides psychological injury, we could take their pictures without their consent. As it is 

stated in the literature, Moynihan (2000): ( I) Patients who are dJUgged or otherwi se 
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unable to consent should not be asked to go on the record , unless a substimte dec ision­

maker grants that consent. Stories should be held until such time as consent can be 

verified. (2) Pati ents should be offered the opportunity to spea k without attribution or to 

be blurred or silh ouetted in video or photos, if what they reveal cou ld compromise their 

safety or ab ility to be healed. And, (3) If journalists wanlto shoot hospital conditions 

outside the pati ent's room or care area, they should get the consent of the olher patients or 

blur or otherwise de-identify them to protect their privacy. The impact of the published 

StOlY on the subsequent care of the pati ent should also be considered. 

However, in cri ti ca lly viewing the di scourse, one can see all these invasion of privacy 

through unfairly presuppositi on of knowledge. For in stance, we can identify some 

ev idence that there are women who are trying to hide themselves from camera . Thi s is an 

indication of the shot, whieh has been done in and out of the hospital without their 

consent. Thi s is an absolute invasion of pri vacy resu lted from unfair presupposition of 

knowledge. In addi tion, as a critical discourse analyst as wby this is the way it is, it is a 

worth mentioning question to be raised. There is an ideological underpin ning in here too. 

Based on the step that the researcher stated previously in the analytical techniques, the 

researcher will come up with a certain ideological stall ce of the hospital not to declare the 

above root cause of obstetri c fis tul a and fo r dec laring obstetri c fi smla as a hidden 

epidemic. In addition to this, there is also an observable enforcing the ideology of the 

hospital at the extent of jonrn alists' invasion of the privacy of the obstetric fistula 

patients. 

It is important to give emphasis, as a cri tical discourse analyst, on the recursive IIses of a 
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lVord in the documentary fi lm as well. That is curing fi stula patients . In most parts of the 

film , curing is the most repeatedly raiscd word, wh ich are a refl ection of the hegelllollY 

and the power of the hospital in the docum entary fi lm. 

Tndi cated in the previous chapter, hegemony is a concept consists of a socia l and a 

cogniti ve dimen sion. As van Dijk (1998) observes, the minds of the dominated can be 

influenced in such a way that they accept dominance and act in the interest of the 

powerful out of their own free will. So that, in the recursive use of words such as curing 

wi ll lead audiences to lose their perception of absolute prevention of fis ml a and 

emphasize on ly curing. This can be re fl ected as the power of the hospita l in maintaining 

its ideology, whi ch comes up later conseq uently. This is because one couldn't deny the 

fact that prevention is much better than cure. 

In addition, here the researcher raised hegemony of the fi lm that would most probably 

lead the concerned body on the issue. For instance, it may lead the government to be 

dependent on the performance of the hospital. Moreover, the government not to take 

seri ous measu res concerning obstetri c fistula, particularly, creating awareness at the grass 

root level, increasing the literacy rate, improving the li ving standard, and banning 

harmfill traditional practices . 

As it is promised above to come up w ith a certain ideological stallce of the hospital for 

not declaring childbirth injuri es, early marriage, female genital circumcision, cu ltural 

dominati on, high ill iteracy (lack of appropri ate knowledge about the sickness and 

treatment), abso lute poverry, poor economic conditions as a root cause and for declarin g 

obstetric fi stula as a hidden epidemic. Moreover, to come up again with the targeted 
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ideo logical underpinn ing of the insti tution as a result of journalists IIlvaSlOn of the 

privacy of the obstetric fistu la patients; this study tricd to answer any advanced 

ideological standpoints behind th e producers' application of unfair presupposition. 

Andlor as stated above, the way in whi ch these fairly or un fairly presupposed knowledge 

is used in underpinning the ideological goa ls of the institution. 

To begin with the first one, as a critical di scourse ana lysis, this study explored that 'they 

didn 't state those factors as root causes is because to preserve themselves in curing these 

heart touching fistula patients. Unless and otherwise, if rhey specify the responsible body 

i.e. the government, their surviva l would be in question . 

The proceeding of the 161h International Conference of Ethiopian snldies (2009) 

strengthens this argument. It depicts that the minimum age for marriage, 18 years, 

cOlTesponds with provisions in the Revised Penal Code, Article 627 that penalizes the 

sexual abuse of children with imprisonment from 13 to 25 years for a man gui lty of 

sexual abuse with a child below the age of thirteen. Further, IS years of impri sonment 

when the chi ld is between the age of thirteen and eighteen. Thus, the government expects 

people, especially the hospital , to report on when thcy observe obstetric fistu la patient 

due to early marriage or rape. As the proceeding explored, in Bahir Dar Fistula Hospital, 

there are about a regi stered 464 pati ents arrived to the hospital per year. Of these, 400 

were fi stula cases resulted from early matTiage, rape and obstntcted labor as well. 

Nevertheless, the thing is, it is explored that the hospita l didn't report those fisnlla cases 

caused by earl y marriage and rape to the government though it is genuinely needed to 

enforce the stated prevailing laws. 
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Therefore, having thi s in mind and the di scourses reflectcd in the documentary fi lm; tbis 

thesis criti ca ll y found out that: ' thc main goal of thc hospita l is ma intaini ng its power­

curi ng heart breaking obstetri c fis tula patients'. That means, fo r the hospita l, ' curing is 

better than prevention ' of obstetri c fis tul a. Of course, it is a fact that prevention is much 

better than curing. Since the documentalY shows, among the five obstetri c fis tul a 

patients, a women aged 17 cann ot be cured. Tn stead, she will live with thi s sufferin g 

foreve r. Because of thi s reason, prevention mec hanism cou ldn' t come even into question 

as a measurement for crad icati ng obstetric fis tula than curing. 

Tn addi tion, in relation to declaring obstetri c fi stula as a hi dden epidemi c and invadi ng the 

p ri vacy of these heartbreaking pati ents, presuppos ition seems to have been used to 

achi eve other ideologica l goals. As it is mentioned above, it is presumed that fi stula 

patients are illiterate besides they are psychologicall y injured so that we could take th cir 

pictures without their consent. This is an unfair use of presupposed know ledge. Hence, 

because of th is unfa ir presupposition of knowledge, wbich leads the producers to invade 

the privacy of fistula patients, is used to foste r tbe ideological goa ls of the institution. 

Thus, thi s is done for the sake of fun d raising fro m an in tem ational organization at the 

ex pense of in vading the pri vacy of the pati ents. 

For instance, this argument is strengthened in Dr. Hamlin 's own book, Hospital by the 

River. The book states: "" . at about this time, late I 992, a BBC fi lm crew alTived to make 

a documentary about the hospi ta l. Tn England, Gordon Wi ll iams had used his influence 

and convinced the BBC that our work would be a worthwhile subject. We owe hi m an 

enormous debt of gratitude. Thi s docum ent3lY, and later a second one, raised an 

astoni sh ing amount of money ... " 
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Besides the observed di scourses and thc presupposition, this is one of the impl ications 

that Hamlin Fistula Hospital targets at rai sing funds with any expense of includ ing 

invading the pri vacy of patients. One could say that the fund raising is clone for their own 

medication (i.e. obstetric fi stul a patients), but this srudy struggles that way of fund 

rai sing. It should not be like that; at least their consent has to be there. 

4.1.2 "Tikuret Le Sew Lij Mcneqiya" 

rt is one of the broadcast documentary programs produced and transmitted, in Amharic, 

by the loca l medi a. It brought up under ana lysis hoping that it will make thi s study all 

rounded ana lysis. Bes ides, it helps to fou nd out the local perspective of media discourses 

other than the internationally owned media corporation, whi ch are criti cally analyzed 

before. 

4.1.2.1 Background of the Documentary 

"Tikuret Le Sew Lij Meneqiya" is an Amharic documentary program produced and 

broadcasted by the Ethiopian Television in 1995 Ee. It deals with th e contribution of 

Addi s Ababa Fisrul a Hospital in curing obstetric fi stula patients. It is 20 minutes and 19 

seconds long program produced by W/r Haimanot Kagnew. 

4.1.2.2 Synopsis of the Documentary 

Generally speaking, the documentary deals with the contribution of Addis Ababa Fisrula 

Hospital in curing fi stula patients and minimizing childbirth inj uries. In addition, it deals 

with the cause and e ffect of obstetric fistula by showing example of patients who are 

arriving to the hospital from different part of the country like for instance, from Debark, 
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Harar, Asosa, Gonder. 

In most cases, these patients heard about the hospital from cu red women of their local 

place. They arri ved there in the hospita l after a long suffering, journey. Wh en they 

arri ved there, the personne l in the hospital including the late foundcr Dr. Regina ld 

Hamlin and hi s wife Dr. Hamlin Catherine offered the warmest of welcome from a 

beautifu l ga rden of th e hospital. 

The hospita l provides a free service to the patients and covers most of their transportation 

fees back home. From an intcrview with the doctors, the documentary put a descri ption of 

fi stula and one of the doctors explained as the fi stula that AAFH treat is due to obstruct cd 

labor. A baby 's boney head pressi ng on th e pelvic bone in front with the bladder in 

between being squashed with every contraction (pain of the uterus). Therefore, it dies 

eventually and a hole is left. The same appli es to a rectal fi stula and both can occur 

together in an obstructed labor. However, the bladder fistula alone is the commonest one. 

The documentary also shows late Patriarch of Ethiopia, Abune Paulos' visit of the 

hospita l. In an interview with the journali st, the patriarch said, "when the patients go back 

home cured, they don 't need any counse lor because they themse lves can be preachers to 

the rest of the soc ieti es I iving there." As it is stated in the document3lY, among the major 

causes of fistu la, early marriage and lack of obstetric services are the major ones. Finally, 

the documentary ended by emphasiz ing that it shouldn ' t be on ly Addis Ababa Fistlrla 

Hospital, wh ich has to treat fi stu la patients, but we all together have to share that 

responsibility too. However, instead of this, stressi ng on th e prevention mechani sm 

should end it. 
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4 . .1.2.3 Analysis of the Documentary 

From the very sta rt, as evidenced in the tille of the documentary, the director presupposed 

that vital number of informat ion , whi ch might lead aud iences to be confused and wou ld 

probably put them to invest in too much process in g effort in an attempt to understand the 

issues to be di scussed in the rest of the film. The title of the documentary didn't even 

relate to the issues in discussion. 

In contrast to the first documentary film call ed a "walk to beautiful," this one didn't try to 

make the audience in suspense. That is as it is viewed in the illlro, it immediately 

introduce the issues and try to describe a ll aspect of it then. Because the director 

presupposes that, the audiences have a general knowledge about fi stula . Nevertheless, 

they si mply describe what the hospital is doing in treating the fistula patients. 

Compared to the prcvious documentary, there is no sufficient interview with the doctors 

in focus. Moreover, the documentalY also shows the suffering that fistula patients are 

facing start ing from their local areas. The di scourses presented in the body would help us 

further reveal a number of points eill,er presupposed or given as new illforlllalioll or 

Imow/edge. Let 's have a look at the followi ng tab le: 

Table 2- Pieces oflnformation/knowledge; 'Presupposed ' Vs. 'New' 

Presu osed information/knowled e 

Societies didn ' t give due care 
to child-bearing part 'womb' 
Fistula is not an epidemic 
All of fistula patients are illiterate 
Fistula patients are suffering a lot 
Nurses weren't tra ined much 
before 
Fistula Jatients didn't know about 
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New info rmationlknowled e 

Fistula patients have information a 
the hosp ital on ly from cured 
women 
The hospital provides free servi ces 
The hospital cured a lot of fistu la 
patients 

The patriarch visited the hospital 
to see what the work & treatments 



th e hospital that th e hospital is offering 

Despite s li ght diffe rences wi th th e previous fi lm , the illiteracy of th e society and the 

suffering that the patients arc enduring arc c011l111unica ted through the presupposition of 

inform ation contained in the body of thi s documentary. However, unli ke 'a wal k to 

beautiful ' in here it is presum ed that the target aud ience knows about fi stula, which is a 

wrong one. 

For instance, based on critical di scourse analysis, the researcher raises a question li kc 

whi ch kinds of fi stula is there as it is ex pressed in the previous documentary; one type of 

fi stula and mostly obselved in Ethiop ia is obstetri c fi stul a. Also, as stated in Ham li n 

Hospital by the River book: li tera lly, the general defin iti on of fi stula is about an abnonna l 

communication between an internal organ of the body and the outside. It can be a track, a 

tunnel, or a hole. The track is mostly fro m an infection or abscess. 

The journali st consciously or un conscious ly understands fistula as obstetric fi stu la. 

Moreover, they expect their audiences know about what it is. That is why the journali st 

immediately attempts to describe the cause and effect of fi stula and the contri buti on of 

th e hospital in a way. 

In a simple compari son with the lis t of presupposed or new information: Unl ike the 

previous documentary, this one publici zes that obstetri c fi stula is not an epidemic; that 

means it can real ly be cured. Thus, from this it can be inferred that the hospital is invi ting 

obstetri c fi stula patients to the hospi tal for curing. It is so vivid that th e reason why the 

hospital did n't mentioned it as an epidemi c like th e previous documentary is because of 

ideologica l goals, which the study intend to expose below accord ingly. 
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In order to label the docum entary as fair or ull{air presupposition of 

inform{(/ionlknowledge by the director of the documentary, we necd to take a look at the 

amount of process ing effort that the audiences are probably requ ired to invest in . One of 

the major parts of the docum entary that lead the audience to invest in too much 

processing effort is the ti tle of the documentary. Th is shows the presupposition as unfair. 

Tf the audi ence didn ' t watch the rest of the film , it may lead them to have less cogniti ve 

effects that might result in too much processing effo rt. 

The documentary uses recursive words. Similar to the previous documentary, the most 

recursive words here are curin g and treating fi stula patients. The documentaJY indicates 

that the responsibili ty of treating Fi stula pati ents should not have been restricted to 

AAFH, but there shou ld have been a co ll ecti ve respons ibility of the publ ic. Tt reflected as 

if AAF H was the only insti tution, which has been treating the patients, which have 

somehow hegemonic agenda and reflection of power. They used it to achi eve their 

ideology. This documentary sti ll demonstrates curing itinerary of the hospital. 

Nonetheless, in fact the emphasis should be prevention of obstetric fistu la. Therefore, it 

can be said that these recursive words on th e docum enta,y help the insti tution to enforce 

its ideology, as it is consequently revealed below. 

Watching the documentary, based on the view of criti cal discourse analysis there is a 

li ttle bit ideological reinforcement, whi ch is not taken in comparison with the previous 

one. However, ideologica l enforcement of the hospital could still be extracted. For 

instance, here the target audi ences are th e loca l pcople. Thus, unlike the previous 

documentary that targets foreign audiences in rai s ing fu nds, thi s one docs not stress on 

rai sing money but introducing and publicizing their work to the society. One indicati on of 
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th is is that they invited the late patriarch Abune Paulos for earning trust among the 

society. 

In addi tion , as the fonner documentalY, a consc ious/unconscious in vading of the privacy 

of paticnts has been observed, which is resulted becausc of unfair presuppos iti on of 

knowledge about the paticnts. I. e.: 'fistula patients are illiterate and psychologically 

injured so that their picturcs could be taken without their consent' . Therefore, it can be 

inferred that, the institution is still underpinning its ideo logica l goa l through the 

journalist' s unfair presupposi tion of knowledge. 

Un like the fOllller fi lm, whi ch aims at fund raising, the most probable idco logica l content 

communicated through thi s it is introducing their activity and getting acceptance or 

eaming trust from the concemed bodies, could be from the government or the society. 

Thus, unfairly presupposed infonnationlknowledge of journalist helped Hamlin Fi stula 

Ethiopia achieve its own ideology. Therefore, curin g was their one and only foca l point to 

win public trust. 

4.2 Analyzing Print Discourses 

As it has been mcntioned, earli er Ethiopian Herald and TsehaiNY have been taken for 

analysis from which two artic les have taken under ana lysis from each. The stated fi ve 

analytical techniques are applied all together to achieve the analysis. 

4.2 .1 "Bold move against Fistula" (Ethiopian Hel'ald) 

Thi s is one of the availabl e articles taken from The Eth iopian Herald daily newspaper. It 

is a recently written article in April 20 14. Tt features a lot about the role and contribution 
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that Hamlin Fistu la Ethiopi a has played in curing obstetric fistu la patients. As it has been 

mentioned on the arti cle, the hospital treats thousand of obstetric fistu la patients in 

advance. See Appendi x I. 

4.2.1.1 Analysis of the Article 

The headline depicts that there were no genuine measures taken by the concerned body. 

This in turn supposes that everybody has to contribute something in the move against 

fistula. 

It is evidenced in the lead that the writer tried to put background illfonnation for the issue 

to be discussed in the rest of the article by indicating readers not to invest too much 

processing e ffort. Like the previous local documentalY, thi s article also considers fi stula 

ill a general sense. However, it is described in a manner that prevents obstetric fisnIia as a 

much more stress ful issue. Moreover, it consequently came up with what obstetric fistula 

meant in the body of the article. 

Accordingly, examllllng the body of the art icle helped the researcher list the different 

pieces 0/ in/ormation presupposed lingu ist ically and pragmatically, and compare them 

with the new pieces o/ in/orllla tion just provided by the article. Consequently, thi s helped 

to see whether the journalist's presupposition of information/knowledge is fair or unfair, 

enabling the researcher identity the ideo logical underpinning if there is any. 

Table 3- Pieces oflnformation/knowlcdge; 'Presupposed' Vs. 'New' 

Presu posed informationlknowled e 

There was no genuine measure taken 

by the concerned body agai nst 

obstetric fistula 
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New information/knowled 'e 

AAFH was established 

The cause and effect of fi stula 

Prevention is better than cure 



There was no hospita l for fistula 
patients 
There was no clear understanding of 
obstetric fistula 

Awareness creation should be a 
prior prevention mechanism 

There arc five fistu la centers in 
different parts of the Ethiopia 
The first ladies of Ethiopia & Kenya 
vis ited AAFH 
Lack of educati on is the major 
problem of Ethiopian soc iety 
Thc hosp ital trai ns midw ives 
GovclTImcnt g ives high priority 
for prevention mechanisms 

As this critic exp lored it, the fact that there was no gemllne measure taken by the 

concerned body against fistula might have been presupposed in the headline because of 

the pertaining journalistic way of writing, hoping to grab the attention of the reader in 

advance. As it is clearl y viewed, the discourses happened in thi s article and outl ined as 

evidence by list of a new in formation/know ledgc, contain a more detail ed and elaborative 

infonnation starting from a clear background of information, the cause, effect, nature of 

fistula up to the measures to be taken against fi stula. 

By comparing the above li sts of information categori zed as presupposed/new it can be 

inferred; this article has g iven large amount of new information than presupposing 

in formation. That can be taken as an evidence for the arti cle being more informative. 

RT is required to determine the fairness or unfairness of the presupposition of the 

information. As stated before, as far as a vital background information is given to state 

prevailing measures to be taken against obstetric fistula in a more detailed and exp li cit 

manner, readers won't invest much processing effort. 

So that, thi s study explored that the presupposed information of this article is fair. 
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Compared to the previous documentaty, keeping the privacy of obstetric fi stula patients 

is advanced in thi s article. For instance, a woman, on paragraph, four is described 

as" ... the old women (whose name is kept confidential) encountered the same prob lem ... " 

As it is ex pressed in the literatu re Moynihan (2000) state, journal ists must keep 

confidential information. That means patients who are drugged or oth erwise unable to 

consent should not be asked to go on the record, unless a substitute decision-maker grants 

that consent. Stories should be held until such time as consent can be veri fied. 

Therefore, as a criti ca l discourse analyst, much apprec iation shou ld be given to the writer 

of this art icle as the journali st is trying to keep confidential information indeed. Thi s is 

one of the indications of a fairly use of presupposed information by the journalist. 

On~ special thing observed in thi s article and which makes it different from the previous 

documentary films is the inciting word ' prevention ' for the eradication of obstetric fi stul a 

in Eth iopia. Paragraph 9 states " ... as the saying goes on ' prevention is better than cure', 

the awareness creation work done has immensely contributed to the reversa l of the 

trend ... " thus the hegemon ic role of the media can be expressed as an effective mode for 

the fact that prevention is the most worth mentioning concept. 

With regard to the ideological goals reflected on the article, it has been explored that, 

since there is no unfair presupposed piece of informati on in the outlined discourse, it can 

probably be inferred that there is no ideo logical con tent communicated through 

presupposition of information in thi s article. 
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4.2.2 "Welcoming the Unwanted" (TschaiNY) 

TsehaiNY is one of the available articles taken from a foreign internationall y owned 

onl ine magazine. Published th ree years ago on February 20 I I, it covers a lot of di scourse 

rela ted to th e ro le that Hamlin Fistula Ethiopi a is playing in reducing obstetri c fi stula in 

Ethi op ia. It is situated li ke as an Appendix 2. 

4.2.2.1 Analysis of the Article 

The helldlille presupposes that obstetric fis tula pati ents were ignored in Ethiopia. 

However, after the ani val of Dr. Hamlin and Dr. Reginald, obstetric fistu la patients have 

begun to be welcomed to the hospital. Furthermore, readers might not understand the 

in tention of the writer in the lead since there are many quotations whi ch probably would 

lead them to give up reading or they mi ght bri ng them to be engaged in a superficial 

reading. 

According to crit ical discourse ana lys is, it can be conceptualized that this article is 

targeted to the fo reign readers for mai ntai ning certain ideological goals consciously or 

unconsciously. Tn addition, it is apparent that thi s writer dominated by the power of the 

source, which is the hospital, as there are a number of quotations in the article. Bes ides, 

obstetric fi stula patients were not given the opportuni ty to be interviewed in the article. 

This can be one of the indications for the writer to be dominated by the ideology of the 

hospital. The entire interview goes to the hierarchi cal personnel of the hospital. 

Seeing the body of the articl e has more helped to cxtract prcsupposcd/ncw knowledge of 

the wri ter. Addit ionally, it helped to explore the underpinning ideo logy of thc institution 
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through a fai rl y or unfairl y presuppose in formation of the writer as we ll. Here is the 

extracted presupposed/new information o f the an icle. 

Table 4- Pieces of Tnformation/kn owledge; ' PreSUI)posed ' Vs. 'New' 

Presu osed informationlknowledoe 

Obstetric fi stula patients were 

ignored before 

The hospital is training midwives 

for eradi cating fi stu la in Ethiop ia 

Absolute poverty and lack of roads 

is the maj or reason for fi snli a not to 

be eradicated in Ethiopia 

Since her arri val in Ethiopia, 

Dr. Hamlin didn't observe any 

change but growth of popul ati on 

AAFH fi stula is the only one 

striving to eradicate obstetric 

fi stu la in Ethio ia 

New infonnation/knowledae 

AAFH was founded in 1974 

AAF H is we lcoming obstetric 

fi snlia patients 

[t is the onl y hospital of its kind in 

the world 

The hospital has treated over 

30,000 women 

AAFH have fi ve outreach hospita l 

for eradicating fi stu la in Ethiopia 

More than 500 employees are 

working in AAFH 

All these pieces of information out lined in presupposed information describe what 

previously observed and has now happened out there. Whereas those under the list of 

new information describe what the institut ion have sa id and voiced. Un like the above 

art icle, which have a broad overview of the info rmation about the cause, nature, effec t 

and measures to be taken of obstetric fi snlia; th is one has a limited nu mber of info rmation 

by which all are given by the authorized bodies of the hospital. 

[n this article, the amount of processing effort that the readers expected to invest in is 

higher. It is due to IIllfair presllppositioll of illforlllatioll!kllowledge journ alists. By 

comparing the categorized lists of information and cri ti cally ana lyzing the thematic 

structure of thc discourses, the writer of thi s article planned to tell his/her reader about 

what is out there in Ethiopia regard ing the outli ned issue that is 'obstetric fi snlia'. It is 
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done, by extracting thc soc io economic conditi on of the country (for in stance, in 

paragraph 16 ... most of the counlty people are very poor, a growing number of population, 

65% of the population li ve in the counttyside ... ). 

The writer is dominated by idea of the institution so that he/she merely wrote what the 

authori zed personn el sa id instead of including some other points of view for exa mpl e by 

interviewing the patient themselves or the government bodi es as we ll. 

As it has been stated earli er the targeted reader of thi s article are the outsider whom 

didn ' t know Ethiopia very wel l. Therefore, the institution ca n ach ieve some ki nds of 

ideological goal at the extent of the journalist unfair presupposition of knowledge 

consciously or unconsciously. Thus, the goal that the institution would like to achi eve 

might be fund raising as it is also observed on the previous international documentary 

film . 
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Chapter Five 

S. Conclusion 

The aim of this study was to uncover, by means of cri ti ca l discourse ana lysis, the major 

media presuppositi on made on Haml in Fismla Ethiopia; and the way in which these 

discourses are used consc iously or unconsciously in underp inn ing the ideo logical goa ls of 

the institution through a fai rl y or unfairl y presupposed information/kn owledge of 

journ ali sts. 

The smdy was tended to achieve the overstated objective by examining: What knowledge 

has the media presupposed in their d iscursive construction of Hamlin fism la Ethiopia? 

How is th is knowledge presented in the med ia tex ts under consideration? What 

ideological goals docs such presuppos ition attempt to achi eve? 

Cri tical di scourse ana lysis was employed as both a method, theory and as a tool to 

examine a set of media outputs produced on Ham lin Fistula Ethiopia of which most of 

them emphasized on th e role and contribution that the hospital is pl aying in curing 

obstetri c fi stul a pati ents. 

To that end, using convenience sampl ing techniq ue, four med ia outputs (i.e. documentary 

programs vs. art icles) were chosen as extracts them of both loca l and foreign- based 

medi a corporations. Two documentmy fi lms were selected, one of the films is 

internationall y made programs by Angel Entcrta inment, and the other one is a loca lly 

produced documentmy program by Ethi opian Radio and Te levision Agency (ER T A) 

whereas the other two data sources are from print media (i.e. from the local Ethi opian 
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Herald newspaper and the internationa ll y made on li ne magazinc ca lled TsehaiNY). 

All these media outputs are critically analyzed based on the outlined ana lytical technique 

using in a sys tematic mode. For instance, 'indicating did it; first, the presupposed 

information/knowledge of journa li sts, then by distinguishin g it with the new in formation 

stated in the documentaries and/or the arti cles. On the way, thi s presupposed and new 

information of journalists helped to know whcther it is presupposed fairly or unfairly, 

This consequently assisted th e researcher to exp lore the ideo logical underpinnings that 

the institution can achi eve through conscious/unconscious presupposed knowledge of the 

journa lists. Furthennore, viewing detai led linguistic items (phrases and words) helped to 

extract the hegemony of the media in advance. 

Consequently, based 00 the analys is the study demonstrated that in respective of the 

foreign established documentary film and article; there were a consciously or 

unconscious ly 'unfa irly ' presupposed information/knowledge of journalists that lead 

audi ences to invest in too much process ing effort for the amount of cogniti ve effect they 

wish to achieve. In a way, thi s would help Hamlin F istula Ethiopi a to underpin their 

ideo logical goals as a result. 

Moreover, in critical analysis of the discourses, the study scrutin ized that the targeted 

aud iences of these internationally owned documentary and article were fore ign audi ences 

who didn't know Ethi opia ve l)' well. As subsequently th is study found out, these medi a 

outputs were extracting our shamefu l scare of obstet ri c fistul a patients to the outside 

world, whi ch would consequent ly helped the institution to underpin its ideologica l goa ls 

that was fund rising. That was done at tbe expense of a consciously or unconsciously 
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presupposed information/knowledge of journ alists. 

Whereas with respect to th e locall y produced documentalY and article, with the exception 

of the documentary program, there was somehow fairly presupposed information by 

journalists whi ch didn ' t lead audiences to invest in too much process ing effo rt as it was 

observed in an internationally fund ed media corporation. Here, no any ideo logical 

message was communicated through presupposition , as there was no any unfairly 

presupposed piece of in formation . 

As a result, what thi s study impli es can be taken, the researcher bel ieves, as a cautionary 

remark for media i.e.: the journali sts' presupposition of information/knowledge cou ld 

lead audiences to invest in too much processing effolt whi ch would consequently help a 

particular institution to underpin its ideology. 
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Appendices 

Appendix J 

"Bold move against Fistula" 

"A fter arr ivin g in Ethiopia we soon met th e fisl1ila suffe rers, who broke ou r hearts with 

their stori es, their endurance and the ir enorm ous needs. They arrived to be treated with 

nothing in this world but hope, fa ith and urine soaked c1othes- it was impossibl e not to be 

touched and give them love." Dr. Cath erine Hamline AC Executive Director and Co­

founder of the Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital. 

Fistula victims were equally suffering from psychological trauma as they have fe lt of 

injuries. Thereby, they preponderantly prefer to be alone and keep themse lves away from 

the dreading attitude of community towards them. The bad smell out, out of the v ictim 

made this to happen and make them qui te shy; to li ve w ith o thers in safe and sound 

manner. L ikewise, the famil y of the pati ents would face th e same trouble too. Thus, most 

fam ili es opt to conceal the victim rath er than pickings th e patient to health centers. 

Nevertheless, some ind ividuals who are su ffering from fi stula are treated for free , would 

visit to be bandaged in the hospita l, accordi ng to lenebe Mesfin , Publ ic Relation Officer 

of Addi s Ababa Fi stula Hospital. 

The Addi s Ababa Fistula Hospital was established in 1974 by Dr. Reginald Hamlin and 

Dr. Cath erine Hamlin AC. The beds in the hospital , almost fully occupied and th e 

patients had been getting the treatment. More than any oth er thing, the face of the pati ent 

speaks loud as most of them were from countlyside. The injUlY tb at resulted from 

different cases has brought the victims in the hospi tal together. For instance, 12 years o ld 

women, who ca me from southern part the nation has slept for fi stula resulted due to rape. 
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Unlike this, the ol d women (whose name is kept confidentia l) encountered the same 

problem, but wi th something different case. Her case is interlinked with prolonged 

labour. She is in 40's and has eight children. To the surpri se of everyone, both the 

aforesaid victims were from rural part of the nation. The old women, for exam ple, 

inhabitant at one of the remote part of the nation of Amhara states. 

Fortunately, even though she is affected with fi stula, unlike others, her parents played a 

great contribution and made her treated in thi s hospital. Expressing the pain of fistula she 

said, " like a drop of water, urin e run out me for long time, plus the bad smell cou ld 

ashamed me to live with the rest of community in concord. Moreover, it seemed to me 

that I am the onl y person injured with the fi stul a and the community saw me as if I am 

cursed. Because, in oll r environment no one encountered such problem, except me. 

Nowadays, I get treated and feel good" it is obvious that obstetric fi stul a is not 

uncon1l110n in Ethiopia. Primarily, due to the frequency of ado lescent pregnancy 

combined with neglected prolonged labor and lim ited access to emergency obstetri c care 

would bring forth the aforementioned injuries. 

Obstetri c fi stula refers to an Injury resu lting fro m long unreli eved obstructed labour. 

When baby is too big or poorly oriented it may not pass through the pelvi s of the mother 

and may result in obstructed labour. The constant pressure of the unborn baby's head 

against the mothers bony pelvis in unrelieved, prolonged and obstructed labour over 

many hours or days, leads to the death of tissue and an abnormal opening between the 

bi rth passage and bladder. Labour proceeds and if the mother survives, usuall y results in 

a still birth. 
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Following this traumatic experience, the women become incontinent of urine or faces and 

can only be cured by surgery. A constant tri ck le of body waste products makes her 

offensive to those around her and unwanted. Eventually, she becomes a social outcast in 

her own comm uni ty . She may reel that she is the only woman to suffer such an indignity. 

Hospitals chief nu rsc Tenadamc Bekele sa id that the hosp ital works in accessing 

treatment, prevention and rehabilitation tasks for fistula victims. These services wou ld be 

delivered for free without any expense from the patient. Moreover, recalling that most of 

the victims were from the rural part of the nation, after the get treated, transportation and 

cost of clothes would be covered with the outgo of the hospital. In add iti on, the lesson 

would be drawn for victims after once they get cured, in a way birth would be given 

safely ahead. 

As the saying goes 'prevention is better than cure ', the awareness creation work done has 

immensely contributed to the reversal of the trend. She noted health offcers and 

midwives take the lion ' s share. Mo re over, most victims were made to get service in 

different Fistula Hamlin Centers bui lt at d ifferent corners of the country. Na mely: Bahir­

Dar, Mekelle, Yirgalem, Harar and Metu Centers. This has contributed a great deal to the 

observed reduction of fistu la victims. 

Recently, First lady of Ethiopia, Roman Tesfaye and first lady of Kenya Margaret 

Kcnyatta paid a visit to Addi s Ababa Hamlin Fistu la Hospital. Aftcr the vis it, Roman sa id 

that women victims of fistula undergo various hardships. So, to molli fy their pain the 

hospital offers treatments that cou ld even render some capable to give birdl . She also 

said, "As I have observed, the Hospital is delivering notable service. In addition to 
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keeping materi al hea lth, it is also carry ing out a rehabili tation task of v ictims". 

Pertaini ng to fi stul a victims, once USAID Ethi opia Miss ion Director, Dennis Well er tol d 

that lack of educat ion is a major problem for many Ethiopians, but when it comes to 

children, it can literally be dcadly- cu rrently one in 27 Ethi op ian women will of women 

have someo ne with any med ica l training present at the birth . 

The hospi tals new midwi fery coll ege tra ins midw ives to work in rural areas where pre­

and post- natal care is desperate ly needecl . The coll ege is wonderfull y equipped an 

training is in fu ll swing. After tra ining, the midwives work in clinics in remote areas 

provid ing anti -natal care and attending chi ldbil1hs. In the case of obstructed labour thc 

midwives will refer the women to the nearest hospital, improving the chances of a 

healthy children and decrease the number of women fa lling victim to injuri es such as 

fistula and worse, he noted. 

It is estimated that the remaining number of untreated fi stula cases wi ll be 24,000 in 20 15 

and 8400 in 2020; in this case, the eliminati on is env isaged by 2025. While fis tu la has 

practically disappeared from many developed countries with the avail abili ty of 

emergency obstetric services, it is estimated that E thi opia wi ll need surgical repair and 

rehabilitati on for 10 to 15 years more. As basic and comprehens ive emergency obstetric 

services expand in Ethi opia, service qua lity improves, and more women del iver with 

sk ill ed birth attcndants and in propcr health facilities, the need for fi stula w ill decrease 

according to Weller. 

Whil e the inc idence of obstetric fistula is mostly among young women, the inc ident of 

other Femal e UrinalY In continence (FUI) conditions, with symptoms s imilar to fistula, is 
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skewed towards older ages, and the lack of sk illed birth attendants remains the key factor 

in both cases, he noted. Surveys indicate the presence of fi stu la in all regions of the 

countty with s lenderly higher preva lence in Afar, Benishangul Gumuz, and Amhara 

states and a s li ghtly higher prevalence of FUI in the regions of Tigray, Somal i, and 

Southern Nation Nationality and Peoples State. 

How many people do have access to treatment and cure? Detection of fistu la cases 

remains the main bottleneck to accessing treatment. The government through heal th 

extension workers is best placed to improve case detecti on with strong referral links to 

fi stula repair centers for surgery. 

[n this respect, the major thing is not on ly the task of offering education for women. 

However, what matter is how can information be communicated? Sure! Prevention is a 

hi gh priority that the govenUllent gives for. An important prevention strategy is 

increasing ski ll ed attendance at birth to identify and address key causes of obstetric 

fistu la such as obstructed/prolonged labour. Wel l-trained midwives are therefore 

necessary . 

In addition to the secondary prevention activi ties (access to competent attendance at birth 

and emergency obstetric surgery when needed), the govern ment is also making huge 

efforts in primary prevention (avoiding too early or too frequenc ies mainly through 

family planning). These efforts are commendable, as prevention remains the best option. 

[sn' t it? 
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Appendix 2 

"Welcoming the Unwanted" 

In search for fistu la patients Catherine Hamlin' s late husband Reginald Hamlin would 

often go out into the g rou nds of the hospital and would see them ex istin g the gates. 

" He would say, 'why are you going out the gate? Come into the hospital. ' And they 

would say, ' no we are not welcome ' ." The government later gave the hospi tal 10 free 

beds, whi ch went to the patients. 

"We sent a message to the guards that they were not to be burned away." 

As the years wcnl by the number of fi stula patients grew enormously. "Hostels were bu il t 

for them to li ve in s in cc they had no place to live." 

After 10 years, th.e decision to build a separate hospital for the fi stula pati ents was made 

and in 1974 Add is Ababa Fi stula Hospital was found ed by Drs. Reginald and Catherine 

Hamlin. It remai ns the only hospital of its kind in the world dedicated t women with 

obstetric fistula. The hospital has treated over 30,000 women with a cure rate of over 

90%. 

"Just to see them eOllling through the gate to meet somebody w ith the sa me conditi on 

gives thcm a feeling that they 're not the onl y onc in the world. That's why it 's so 

important to nurse these women not in a hospital but in a special ward fo r them." 

Along w ith her deep fai th Catherine Hamlin explained the tremendolls need of the 

women and knowing the hospital can help most of them as being inspirations. 
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" I beli eve that is God 's behind this work. T do know that we arc being helped by divine 

being in Heaven." 

On February 1, 20 11 , Hamlin Fistula USA launched and joins s ister organi zation in UK, 

Austra lia, Sweden, Netherlands, Germany, and New Zealand. 

" In the last 6 or 7 years we've come from having about 120 employees to having more 

than 500 employee and from I main hospital to having 8 locations where we have 

activit ies," said CEO Mark Bennett. With that kind of growth we need to have a stronger 

support base to keep go ing." 

In addition to Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital, there are five hospitals located in key areas 

throughout the country: Bahir Dar, Mekele, Yirgalem, Harer and Metu. 

Desta Mender, a 'self help' vi llage, has also been established for women who cannot be 

cured in the normal way. They are welcomed to reside in the vi llage and trained to be 

nurse-aides. And in 2007, The Hamlin College of Midwives commenced with the first 

class recently graduating. 

" I want to see fi stula eradicated or at least a good start made and that' s why we ' re 

training midwifes," explained Catherine Hamlin. "We've got velY few doctors working 

in the countryside a midwi fe can diagnose." 

Although the city of Addis Ababa bas grown and roads are being constructed, poverty 

and lack of 1'0 ads for those in the countlyside remains problematic. 

" Many roads have been built over the years but still there remains to be those velY 
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important roads from the community to connect you t the main roads," sa id Dr. Fekader 

Ayenachew, who oversees a center in New Ge ll e, South of Awassa. 

"The women cannot get easy medi ca l help when they need it poverty of cou rse IS an 

enorm ous factor . Most of the country people are velY poor," said Catherine Haml in. 

One of the obvious changes in Ethiopia from the tim e of Catherine Hamlin 's arrival 111 

1959 is the growth of the population. 

"When Dr. Hamlin anived the population was about 22 million and the population now is 

almost 80 million," said Bennett. "Sixty five percent of that population lives in the 

countryside." 

Whi le in 1959 about II million people lived in the countryside, there are about 40 million 

people living there now. 

"That's w hy the problem is go ing away because the number of people who don ' t have 

access to services," sa id Bennett. 

However, with her staff, the Addi s Ababa Fistula Hosp ital, 5 centers and the Hamlin 

Coll ege of midw ives, Catherine Hamlin is confident that one day obstetri c fi stula w ill be 

eradi cated in Ethi opia. 

"I've got these nice people here. Ethiopia's now IUIU1ing al l the centers in the countlyside 

and they' re ded icated to do thi s work. I fee l hugely secure. 

TsehaiNY 

17 Febru3lY 20 11 
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Appendix 3 

"A Walk to Beautiful" 

• http: //www.youtube.com/watch?v= 3 w- rOmovij c 
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Appendix 4 

"Tikuret Le Sew Lij Mefleqia" 

• LRR- 10, 730 (LRR is code given 10 heal th docum entary programs in ERT A 

Audio-visual library) 
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