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Abstract

This study critically analyzed the Journalistic professional practices in Ethiopian television
news productions focusing on two television stations which are EBC and LTV. The main
objective of this research was to assess the level of quality of professional practice of
journalism in the Ethiopian media. Qualitative content analysis was employed in order to
succeed the objective of this study. By random sampling method, this research takes the news
of one month (“Mesekerem 2-30,2012”, which is from September 13 - October 11, 2019)
evening news full bulletins from both media houses which is 228 news items from ETV 57
and 114 news items From LTV. The selected news items were analyzed and interpreted to
find out the level of journalistic professional practices. Framing and social responsibility
theories of the media were used as a theoretical framework of this study. The findings of this
study shows that the television stations in Ethiopia especially the stations focused in this
study (EBC and LTV) news production has low professional quality. There are several
problems regarding meeting the ethics, principles and elements of Journalism. Bias,
subjectivity, dependency, reporting only success stories, not telling the truth and plagiarism
are among the unprofessional attempts of those media houses. Depending on the findings,
this research has come up with most relevant recommendations for the television stations, on
how to improve the capacity of the professional journalists, editors and review their news

productions.
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CHAPTER ONE

1. INTRODUCTION

This part of the study introduces the theme of the study. It establishes the background of the
study in accordance with the historical background of television in Ethiopia, and states the
problem. It also presents the scope of the study, the significance, objectives and the limitation of

the study.
1.1 Background of the study

A person who wants to write about Ethiopian journalism or newspapers faces two main
problems. The first one is he/she couldn’t find background researches which are well organized

with enough and new information. Maregu (2003, P.18) see the Appendix 2 for details

Many indicates Amero Newspaper which was hand written, to be the herald of mass media in
Ethiopia. Tadese on his presentation as cited by Leena (2012, p.15) also describe that the history
of print media sector in Ethiopia dates back more than a century. According to him, “Le Semeur
d’Ethiopie” (1905-1911) and “Aimero” (1902-1903) are widely considered as the original
newspapers in Ethiopia. He said that Some historical evidences suggests that the hand written
sheet produced by Blata Gebre Egziabhere around 1900 probably preceded both of the above
papers. Since then journalism has been expanding in both type of media and technology Birhanu,
(2006, p.12). Regarding television stations establishment in Ethiopia Mesert (2013.P.135) clearly
stated the beginning of television stations from its start,

“Television was first introduced to the Ethiopian people in 1955 by the BBC on the
occasion of silver Jubilee anniversary of the coronation of Emperor Haile Selassie.
BBC Television conducted an experiment by setting up a temporary studio and
broadcasting on closed circuit with the use of two cameras and four television
monitors as part of an exhibition at the airport (now known as old airport)

Similarly, in May 1963 on the occasion of the founding of the organization of African
Unity, the summit was broadcast on a closed-circuit television to the inhabitants of
Addis Ababa. The television sets were installed at the public square across the
conference hall. This spurred the setup of television station in Ethiopia the following
year.



According to other accounts, the emperor was said to have ordered the startup of
television service in his country following his visit to some developing countries where
he saw such operations. Then the installation was rushed without a good feasibility
study, to coincide with the 34™ anniversary of the emperor’s coronation. ts area
coverage was limited to Addis Ababa and its immediate environs like Deberezeit and
Sebeta.”

Color television broadcast began in 1984 in commemoration of the founding of Workers' Party

of Ethiopia (WPE). The current structure and goals were established 1987 with Proclamation
114/87. In 2014, the channel changed its name from ETV to EBC, also changing its logo in the
process. In 2015, EBC and other regional channels upgraded their news studios with more
modern equipment. In March 2018, EBC's logo was transferred to ETV and made a new
transmission of frequency and sister's channel contents and it is now broadcasting on Ethiosat

and Nilesat (Wikipedia accessed on January 3).

For many years the Ethiopian audience used to watch only government owned television stations
and other foreign television stations using satellite because of lack of alternatives in the country.
EBS which was starts broadcasting at 2008 is the one to clear the road for private media in
Ethiopia. From then specially, after the year of 2016 many private television stations start to
flourish; most of them call themselves infotainment stations which is aiming at informing and
entertaining their audience. Among those there is LTV Ethiopia which is a free-to-air satellite
TV channel owned and started by Dr. Gemechis Deseta Buba. It was created for the purpose of
spreading the Ethiopian culture to the world through its programming and to fill the lack of
private channels in Ethiopia. LTV Ethiopia was launched in June 2016. After several month of
test broadcasting, regular programming commenced in the spring of 2017. Currently, according
to Ethiopian broadcasting authority there are about 30 television stations in Ethiopia without
counting those which are not given proper local license but broadcasting in the country.

When we came to the professionalism of journalism internationally, no common agreement
exists between scholars whether journalism is a profession, an occupation or simply a craft
Kaarle, et al, (2016, P.9). As Matthias (2013,P.39) indicated more recently, research on
journalistic boundary work focused on media transformation and ensuing internal debates over
traditional and participatory models of news work. The reason why journalism is such a fruitful
subject for this kind of analysis is exactly because its professional boundaries are so fuzzy, and

primarily manifest themselves.
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This explanation also works for Ethiopian case. As walelegne (2018, www.press.et) indicated on
his article “who is journalist?” journalism practioners themselves think about if journalism is
profession or not. After interviewing different journalists he came to the following conclusion.

“There are many who declare about journalism in Ethiopia is at risk. Because

anyone who wants to practice journalism can do it anytime he/she needs without

any restriction. Anyone who can speak well can have radio program, anyone who

can write can publish on print media and the same to television stations. But there

are also others who argue that this situation cannot be correct if we evaluate it

from the ethics of journalism. Subjective and personal opinion reporting in different

media stations can be taken as an example. ” (See appendix 1 for the details)
While describing about problems within media, scholars state deficiency of professionalism as
one of the major problems. Kibrom (2019, www.thereporterethiopia.com) on his article
“Disabling factors for journalism practice in Ethiopia; some reasons other than the usual
government interference” indicates lack of professionalism as the first reason among disabling
factors for journalism practice in Ethiopia. He states that since media have a huge role in
disseminating information and mobilizing people for change; their journalists must be
professional to effectively discharge this role. Amare (2009, P.27) stated that we don’t have
professionalism; we didn’t go to school of journalism. In the history of Ethiopia, for the last 30
years, we were cut off from the west...... we have journalism department in Addis Ababa
university which came very late. | really doubt if there are real journalists. So we lack
professionalism.”
As indicated above the emergence of school of journalism in Ethiopia is relatively late in giving
education and training on journalism in the country Birhanu, (2006, P.12) stated that the
introduction of Aemiro Newspaper, which was hand written at its commencement, in 1902
heralded the beginning of journalism to Ethiopia. Since then journalism has been expanding in
both type of media and technology.
When we see the history of journalism schools in Ethiopia as Skjerdal, T.(2011.P.25) indicated
by the end of 2008, when the formal implementation phase ended and foreign funding ceased,

102 candidates had graduated from the program with a two-year MA degree in Journalism,



spread over four round student intakes (24-30 students were enrolled every year). Since the
foreign withdrawal in 2008, the yearly student enrolment has slightly increased and there are
ambitions to expand the program with at least one general communication degree and in the long
run a PhD program as well. The academic unit, which began as a School of Journalism and
Communication in March 2005, became a fully acknowledged faculty at Addis Ababa University
in February 2007 (named Faculty of Journalism and Communication; FJC). In February 2006,
the unit incorporated the state-operated journalism school Ethiopian Mass Media Training
Institute (EMMTI, established in 1996) as an undergraduate program. Currently, according to the
data from the Ministry of science and higher education and the universities websites 20
government universities (the list provided below) are teaching journalism in undergraduate,
masters and PHD programs

In these regard the school of journalism has lagged about one hundred six years behind the
practice of journalism in Ethiopia. But this does not mean there was no any professional
journalist during these years. There were some journalists who go to different foreign
universities to learn journalism in diploma and degree programs. Further than this, students
graduated from linguistics, language and literature department were the most practioners in
Ethiopian media taking some journalism courses.

As many scholars cited above show clearly, lack of professionalism is a significant problem in
Ethiopian media. Regarding this one may expect a lot of academic researches done on this area
of journalistic professionalism. But the case is on the contrary; only few academicians done a
research on it. As far as | know Birhanu (2006) on his research the “Professional orientation of
journalists in Ethiopia: survey of their self-perception” is the one who give concentration on the

research of journalistic professionalism. He also states this on his research paper.

The student researcher is interested in the case, assuming that practitioner’s
attitude and perception toward the occupation can have a certain influence on the
actual practice and output.

Accordingly, this research project aims at studying the professional role
orientation of Ethiopian journalists in order to find out the basic characteristics of
journalists and the status of their professionalization. (p.22)



Then, Afework (2013) done a study which aims to assess and analyze the role of journalists and
their organization in protecting, promoting and preserving press freedom. That particular
research focuses on how professionalism and professionalization, in general, and professional
standards can be used to regulate and improve journalism.

Generally, we can say professionalism and journalists’ professional practice was not the major
focus areas of research for academicians. Even those researchers indicated above do their
researches focusing on the socio-demographic background of journalists, the professional
orientation of journalists and role of journalistic professionalism with respect to regulating and
improving Ethiopian Journalism. The question has never been who is or isn’t a journalist. It is
whether the work produced lives up to the character of what we would call journalism. There
remain clear principles we require of our journalism, principles that citizens have a right to
expect Kovach & Rosentiel (2014, P.31). Therefore this study stabs to see the professional
practice of journalism in the selected media stations from the principles and element of

journalism by analyzing the news they provide.
1.2 Statement of the problem

With all its rewards and hindrances our society is changing itself to the modernized society
which consumes information a lot. And information is being like a flood from every direction.
There are television and radio stations many in number, magazines and newspapers and also
social media platform which bring information from each corner of the world directly to our cell
phones. As Raudsepp (1989, P.1) states the quality of the information we need in our
increasingly complex society takes on ever greater importance, so does the competence of the

people who provide us with that information.

Under this circumstance journalists face the real hardship while trying to provide quality
information. The challenge began from the situation itself. The age of digital media makes
everyone to provide information or to act like a journalist, by sharing everything he/she sees,
hears or fills using one of social media platforms. Social media has a continuous strong influence
on the journalism Amjad (2018, P.160). But what makes journalists different from the general
public is his/her journalistic professionalism; which is going under the ethical procedure the
profession requires, following the principles and fulfilling the elements of journalism which are

accepted internationally unless the journalists ignore their professional role. According to
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Kovach and Rosenstiel (2014, P.31) the quality of our democratic life depends, in short, on the
public having the facts and being able to make sense of them. And that, even in a networked age,

requires journalists.

Nevertheless, from the beginning to obey the rules and regulations, to follow the principles and
fulfill the elements of journalism which are accepted internationally, one needs to be a
professional on that occupation. Unlike their western and some of the African nations’
counterparts, Ethiopian journalists have rarely been studied Birhanu (2006, P.133). Consequently

we don’t have clear information regarding their professionality especially in the recent time.

While going through researches and articles written about Ethiopian media and journalists we
can see that there is a chronic shortage of professional journalists and the quality of journalism is
often weak Amare (2009, P.27); Gebremedhin (2006.P.11), Because of that the media industry
hire anyone from any field who has good skill of writing, speaking and presenting things in
attractive way. Birhanu (2006.P.117) indicates that most of mass media organizations were
greatly staffed by journalists from language and literature background. In fact the School of
journalism was infant at that time; even taking the diploma level journalism education started in
1998 under consideration. But Carpenter (2009, P.298) suggests to get a job and to work in the
industry, one needs skills knowledge and to evolve with the industry, one needs more theoretical

knowledge of media.

Journalism is plainly a profession in some countries but not others Davis (2010, P.93). The
Ethiopian journalism is not yet out of the debate which says journalism is profession, semi
profession and non-profession, even the boundaries are not built who is journalist and who is not
highly harmonizing with Birhanu (2006, P.18) the key role of journalism can be implemented
only by people who possess knowledge or education, sense of public service orientation and a
quality to sense news and a skill to report by making use of the available technology in time.
That is why; journalism education has become a worldwide phenomenon that journalists are

expected to attend the formal training before joining the occupation.

According to Ethiopian Broadcast Authority website (www.eba.gov.et), up to July 2019 there are
9 government owned (public broadcasting stations) and 20 private (commercial broadcasting

stations) television stations in Ethiopia. So we can say there are about 30 television stations in



Ethiopia. Relatively, we can say media especially television stations in Ethiopia is increasing in
number. Nonetheless how many of the practioners in these media which are emerging in number

are professional journalists has not been studied in the meantime.

Taking all this points under consideration, this research studies the professionality character or
nature, and how journalism practitioners are practicing professional journalism regarding the

internationale principles and element of journalism by analyzing the news they provide.

1.3 Objectives of the study

1.3.1 General objective
The general objective of this study is assessing the level of quality professional practices of
journalism in the Ethiopian media, focusing on two television stations EBC and LTV in focus.

1.3.2 Specific objectives

The specific objectives of the study are:

» To examine the professional quality of news provided by the selected media stations; EBC
and LTV.

» To evaluate the “watchdog” role of the news provided by the two media stations.

» To identify the problems on following the ethical values of journalism.

» To identify other influences on not to practice professional journalism.

1.4 Research questions

Underneath are some of the questions which the study attempt to answer:

1. What is the quality level of news provided by the selected media stations?

2. How much does the news consider the international principles and elements of journalism?
3. What public service (watchdog role) the news contains?
4

. What are the problems on following the ethical values of journalism?

1.5 Scope of the study
This study focus on the journalistic professional practices in Ethiopian television news
productions focusing on two television stations which are EBC and LTV. It is clear that the

selected television stations are not sufficient to show the country level image of professional



journalism practice. However, the study is limited only on media which are in Addis Ababa, And
from those only on the selected two media stations which is LTV and EBC studied in this
research. Obviously these two television stations provide different products like news,
internment, talk shows and others. As all cannot be covered by this study; it only focus on the
evening full bulletin news of the selected media stations in one month period of time. EBC
provide full bulletin news three times a day which is morning 7 Am (tena yesetelegne Ethiopia),
1 PM (etv 4 maezen) and 7 PM (etv 57) in the evening. LTV also provide full bulletin news at 7
PM in the evening. Therefore this study takes only the evening full bulletin news of the two

television stations.

1.6 Significance of the study

The study attempts to show the bigger image of professional practice of Ethiopian media,
regarding following the journalistic ethics of the profession requires.Media scholars and
practitioners, historians and other academicians can benefit from the study by using it as a
background document to study about the journalism practioners and their professional quality in
general and the program qualities regarding the journalistic professionalism in particular. It can
also initiate more research, as well as alert concerned stakeholders to act up on the results of the
research. Specially, it would serve as a point of departure in studying the boundaries between

journalism professionals and the journalism professional practices.

1.7 Limitation of the study

The following restrictions are limitation of this research. Firstly, due to time and financial
constraints, the researcher couldn’t examine all media institutions found in Ethiopia. Secondly,
though ETV broadcast news in different local languages and provide full bulletin news three
times a day in Ambharic, the study couldn’t use all the languages and all full bulletin news for
content analysis due to the different local language and time constraint of the researcher. The last
but the major limitation of this study is related with data source; the study was designed to have
indepth interview with journalists but it could not be successful because of the outbreak of
Covid- 19 people are not willing to have interview so it make the study to be done only by

content analysis is lack of the news content.



1.8 Theoretical framework

Questions about the role of media are linked to issues concerning the day-to-day operation of
media. How should media management and production jobs be structured? What moral and
ethical standards should guide media professionals? Do they have any obligation beyond
personal and professional self-interest? Exactly what constitutes being a journalist? ........
Answers to questions like these are found in normative theory—a type of theory that describes
an ideal way for a media system to be structured and operated. Denis and Stanly (2013, P.61) As
far as the emphasis of this thesis is on professional practice of journalism, going under normative
theories is fitting. Therefore, this research is under the frame work of social responsibility and

framing theories; which are among the normative theories.

1.90rganization of the study

The thesis is made up of five chapters. Chapter one deals with the background of the study,
statement of the problem, research Questions and objectives. This Chapter also summarizes the
limitations and significance of the study. The second chapter encompasses review of the related
literature which deals with scholarly findings and opinions supporting the study. Chapter three
will focuses on the methods, procedures and sampling techniques employed in the study. The
findings of the study will be discussed under Chapter four to answer the major research questions
in relation to the theoretical frame work of the study. The final chapter, which is chapter five will

consists the summary, conclusions and possible recommendations.



Chapter Two

2. Review of Related literature

2.1 Introduction

This chapter focuses on a review of related literature which would illuminate the subject matter
of the study and sets a foundation for the data analysis and presentation. In this part the
researcher reviewed books and articles which are related to the subject matter. It introduces the
background knowledge of the subject matter and gives all the necessary theoretical frameworks

for the study.

2.2 Profession

2.2.1 Defining profession

Any discussion of ‘profession’ normally starts by defining the term, and this is not a simple task
Bellis (2000, p.318).To start with the dictionary definition of the word “profession”, different

dictionaries defined profession in several ways. For example,

1. Merriam Webster Dictionary defines profession: - a calling requiring specialized knowledge
and often long and intensive academic preparation.

2. Cambridge Dictionary defines profession as :- any type of work that needs special training or
a particular skill, often one that is respected because it involves a high level of education.

3. Oxford Learners a Dictionary says: profession is a type of job that needs special training or

skill, especially one that needs a high level of education.

As stated above the dictionary meaning of the word “profession” is almost the same. They all
define profession regarding passing through the academy to do some particular job. Besides the
dictionary meaning of profession, this research will try to review the scholars’ opinion regarding

the definition of profession.

As Saks (2012, p.2) stated the task of defining professions seriously began with the taxonomic
approach of the 1950s and 1960s Professions within this approach were seen as possessing a

diverse range of characteristics differentiating them from other occupations. These

10


https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/type
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/work
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/needs
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/special
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/training
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/particular
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/skill
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/respected
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/involve
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/level
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/education

characteristics centrally encompassed knowledge and expertise — as well as others such as
playing a positive part in the community. The nineteenth century professions were important but
peculiar social creatures.....They were organized in a collegial manner that was distinctly
anachronistic Abbott (1988, p.22).

Scholars give different definition of professions. from early last century, Flexner (1915) as cited
by Tapper and Millett (2015, P.6) says that professions involve ‘essentially intellectual
operations with large individual responsibility; they derive their raw material from science and
learning; this material they work up to a practical and definite end; they possess an educationally
communicable technique; they tend to self-organization; [and] they are becoming increasingly

altruistic in motivation’.

As cited by Evetts (2012, P.5) Freidson (2001) defines professionalism as a uniquely desirable

method of regulating, monitoring and providing complex services to the public.

Profession: An occupation whose core element is work based upon the mastery of a
complex body of knowledge and skills. It is a vocation in which knowledge of some
department of science or learning or the practice of an art founded upon it is used in the
service of others. Its members are governed by codes of ethics and profess a commitment to
competence, integrity and morality, altruism, and the promotion of the public good within
their domain. These commitments form the basis of a social contract between a profession
and society, which in return grants the profession a monopoly over the use of its knowledge
base, the right to considerable autonomy in practice and the privilege of self-regulation.
Professions and their members are accountable to those served and to society. (R. Cruess,
Johnston, and L.Cruess, 2004, p. 75)

Australian Council of Professions (www.professions.org.au) define a ‘Profession’ as: a
disciplined group of individuals who adhere to ethical standards and who hold themselves out as,
and are accepted by the public as possessing special knowledge and skills in a widely recognized
body of learning derived from research, education and training at a high level, and who are

prepared to apply this knowledge and exercise these skills in the interest of others.

Nonetheless, as Abbott (1988, pp.29-30) states despite their substantive differences, authors of

these theories took a surprisingly consistent view of what professions were and what about them
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must be explained. Certainly all agreed that a profession was an occupational group with some
special skill. Usually this was an abstract skill, one that required extensive training...... Since
those opinions were organized around the familiar examples of American law and medicine,
definitions excluded things that didn’t look like law and medicine, such as automobile repair, and
included things that did, like accounting and perhaps social work. Because of that he give the
following definition which he says can define profession better than the others did. Professions

are exclusive occupational groups applying somewhat abstract knowledge to particular cases.

The definition of profession is still reason for argument between scholars. Some researchers have
avoided giving a definition of profession and instead offer a list of relevant occupational groups
(e.g. Hanlon [1998] claimed to be following Abbott [1988]), Others have used the disagreements
and continuing uncertainties about precisely what is a profession, to dismiss the separateness of

the intellectual field, although not necessarily to dispute the relevance of current analytical
debates Eveets (2016, p.397).

2.2.2 Sociological approach to professions

According to Martimianakis, (2009, p.830) professionalism is a hot topic in medical education,
yet there is debate about what professionalism actually is...... Although the focus on the
importance of professionalism has not changed, the meaning ascribed to the term has, far from
being composed of a simple list of appropriate behaviors, dress and attitudes. Professionalism is
an extremely value-laden term with societal, institutional, historical and contextual expectations
builtin to it.

Numerous studies have investigated the sociology of professions and theories of
professionalization. However, consensus has not been reached on how a profession should be
defined. Competing theories have defined the concept of profession and each has a different
perspective H.Yee (2001, P.1). According to W. Begun (1986, PP.113-114) the study of
professions in sociology deals with a variety of basic theoretical issues of several questions the
following are three broad and important (and overlapping) concerns: First, why and how do
professions arise? Second, how do professions change over time? Finally, what are the
consequences of professionalism, or more broadly, what role(s) do professions serve in society?

In that regard Professionalism to the sociologist refers to the characteristics that seem to

12



distinguish occupation, such as highly specialized training, legal recognition, ethical codes and

high degree of commitment on the part of members.

According to Brante (1988, P.120) a study of the professions clearly illustrates the intricate
interplay between general conceptions of society and history, sociological theory, definitions of
social categories, empirical research and political values - or more briefly: between theory,
facts’, and politics. In the following this interplay is illustrated by the two dominant theory-
constructions on professions in sociology. The first is the functionalist or ‘naive' tradition, the

second is the neoweberian or 'cynical’ alternative.

In the 1950s and 1960s, a ‘structural-functionalist’ orientation was popular among sociologists
who emphasized the roles played by individuals and institutions in relation to the functioning of
society. Using this perspective, the definition of professionalism was expanded to include the
roles played by professionals in society Martimianakis et al, (2009, p.831). As indicated by
Evetts (2012, P.2) Hughes (1958) was probably the first sociologist to argue that the differences
between professions and occupations were differences of degree rather than kind. For Hughes
not only do professions and occupations presume to tell the rest of society what is good and right
for it, but also they determine the ways of thinking about problems which fall in their domain. As
cited by Ackroyd (2016,p.17) Durkheim thought modernization of society could lead to
continuing political instability, but that professions and civil organizations would act as counter-
balancing sources of power and authority to the state and military.

Bells (2000, p.361) states the importance of developing a profession in countries as follows:-
- Practical applications, as well as sound theory;

- High ethical standards and willingness to serve the client, the employer or the wider public

interest;

- A willingness to accept public interest roles for individual actuaries, such as the Appointed

Actuary of an insurance company;
- Organizing together to form a cohesive body with self-regulatory characteristics;

- A readiness to contribute to debate on public and social issues; and
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- The maintenance of standards of competence and enhancing the reputation of members of the

profession.

On the other side, the sociological approach tends to be statistical or at least to sound empirical.
Its statement of what a profession is, a definition of sorts, does not purport to give necessary or

sufficient conditions for some occupation to be a profession but merely to state what is true of

99 ¢¢ 29 ¢c

“most professions,” “the most important professions,” “the most developed professions,” or the
like. Sociologists derive their definition from a list of professions they themselves assemble.

There is no canonical list of any consequence Davis (2010, P.92).
2.3 Journalism as a profession

There always exists an argument whether journalism is a craft or profession between different
scholars of other fields and even journalism researchers. Scholars like Miller (1997, P.6)
indicates that sometimes it is concluded that journalism is not a “profession,” but simply a
“craft” or even a “trade.” There are numerous reasons designated to show journalism is not a
profession. journalists are not licensed, journalism lacks a body of theoretical knowledge,
Journalism has no required curriculum through which all (or even most) journalists must pass
and journalists cannot exclude non-journalists (stringers, bloggers, and so on) from reporting
news (Davis ;2010) are among those. On the other hand there are some scholars who argue that
there is no any reason for which leads journalism not to be a profession. Worldwide one can find
universities, schools and colleges with dedicated departments, research and teaching programs in
journalism. The field even has its own international and national journals. This suggests
journalism as a discipline and an object of study is based on a consensual body of knowledge, a
widely shared understanding of key theories and methods, and an international practice of

teaching, learning and researching journalism Duze (2005, P.442).

Even journalism schools didn’t escape from this quarrel. As Camp (2012, P.240) citing Lewis
(1993) sates academics have long questioned whether journalism has the intellectual substance
and theoretical depth of a true liberal arts discipline and have argued that it would be more
appropriate to teach the subject in community colleges or polytechnic institutes Raudsepp (1989,
P.2-3). at the same time as journalists were making these efforts to raise the status of their calling,

doctors and lawyers were engaged in a similar process of professionalization but their efforts
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were met with a much greater degree of success. Today, nobody disputes the right of doctors and
lawyers to call themselves professionals, and their schools and faculties enjoy nearly unanimous
social and academic prestige. Journalists, however, are still not recognized as true professionals
and their academic institutions are often stigmatized as trade schools.

However, the academy plays a great role regarding recognizing journalism as a profession. As
Elliot(2008, P.176) indicates to identify what is and what isn’t journalism will require a common
understanding of the characteristics of journalism-a core knowledge of what came before is
needed to understand and shape what will come next. And as other institutions associated with
journalism come under increasing pressure-particularly newspapers, which have long played the
dominant role in defining journalism-the journalism academy will be the best venue to discover,

debate, and propagate that knowledge.

The journalistic studies have never developed a specific conceptual framework for journalism
and are undesired by the industry and barely accepted at the university. Another key factor of
incoherence in journalism studies are many different approaches that study journalism.
Theoretical discussions of journalism in the world do not follow the same conceptual patterns. As
stated by Zelizer, B (2005, P.66) journalists, journalism educators, and journalism scholars all
take different pathways in thinking productively about the subject, and the effort to define
journalism consequently goes in various directions Erjavec and Zajc (2011, P.10). Davis (2010,
p.92) designates journalism is a profession, that our doubts about its status as a profession tell us
more about a mistake we make when defining the concept of profession than about journalism
itself, and that a good definition of profession can give us some reason to hope that journalism
will remain a profession even if the world changes in most of the ways we now fear it will.
Nonetheless, the idea of journalism as a profession lives on, if unevenly so. Many quarters of the
academy readily include the norms, values, and practices associated with professionalism as part
of their curriculum, and concerns over professionalism remain implicit in much of the

journalistic trade literature Zelizer (2005.p.72).

On the other hand there are scholars who say our worry is not whether journalism is now a
profession, but whether it can remain a profession in a world where commerce, politics, and
technology seem to be working against journalism as we have known it Davis (2010, p.91.).

Among the fears that are believed to be the challenge of journalism to continue as a profession,
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the emerging of new media (especially social media) is the first one. It has been observed that
citizen journalists have gained more influence and authority in online social media. The social
media is an outlet for news and no one knows what will happen in the future with the journalist
and its publications Safori (2018.P.160).

Social media citizens (producers and consumers) are free from the institutional hierarchies,
constrains, and regulations of off and online journalism. While freedom reinforces self-personal
interests, lack of responsibility and accountability works against the ethical foundations on which
the profession of journalism has been founded since its establishment five centuries ago.
Freedom has been shifted from the owners and journalists of small number of news media
institutions to all people. In this replacement process, new owners of freedom are not constrained
by either laws or ethics that govern the environment of old owners Bl Hamada (2018, p38-39). a
professional journalist, by contrast, assesses the accuracy of information from all sources,
exercises care to avoid inadvertent error, diligently seeks out subjects of news stories to give
them the opportunity to respond to allegations of wrongdoing, identifies sources whenever
feasible, always questions sources’ motives before promising anonymity, clarifies conditions
attached to any promise made in exchange for information, and makes certain that headlines,
news teases, and promotional materials, and photos, video, audio, graphics, sound bites, and
quotations do not misrepresent, and so on. When a journalist, claims to be a journalist and not

just a conveyor of information, it is these standards that are being professed Davis (2010, P.101)

Although journalism today reflects many contradictory sets of people, dimensions, practices, and
functions, discussions of journalism tend to be reduced to one variant of practice-s-that

connected with hard news in primarily mainstream establishments Zelizer (2005. P. 67).
2.4 Journalistic professional practice

The "story" describes what journalists produce when gathering and presenting news. Journalists
refer to different kinds of news stories-items, briefs, reports, series, records, chronicles, accounts,
and features-and have different expectations about the kinds of information each highlights, the
style in which it is written, the position that it occupies in the newscast or newspaper, and the
role it plays Zelizer (2005, P.70). According to Bossio (2011, p.57) understanding of journalistic

professionalism has revolved around the acknowledgement of the centrality of news production
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to contemporary political, social and cultural governance. The articulation of this social and
cultural authority through an institutionalized formation of journalism as a ‘profession’ has

underlined an attempt to privilege the role and its responsibilities.

According to deuze (2005, P.446) journalists identify themselves more easily with the profession
of journalism than for example with the medium or Media Company that employs them. Key
characteristics of this professional self-definition can be summarized as a number of discursively
constructed ideal-typical values. Journalists feel that these values give legitimacy and credibility

to what they do. The concepts, values and elements said to be part of journalisms’ ideology.

Regarding the concepts, values and elements of journalism, different scholars and journalism
associations put different explanations. The most known scholars Kovach and Rosenstiel (2014,
p.32) states the purpose of journalism is to provide people with the information they need to be

free and self-governing. To fulfill this task they provide ten points as elements of journalism.

. Journalism’s first obligation is to the truth.
Its first loyalty is to citizens.
Its essence is a discipline of verification.

Its practitioners must maintain an independence from those they cover.

1

2

3

4

5. It must serve as a monitor of power.
6. It must provide a forum for public criticism and compromise.

7. It must strive to make the significant interesting and relevant.

8. It must present the news in a way that is comprehensive and proportional.

9. lIts practitioners have an obligation to exercise their personal conscience.

10. Citizens have rights and responsibilities when it comes to the news as well even more so

as they become producers and editors themselves.

In addition to the above lists of tasks, Ted (2005, P.368) indicates that ethics is cornerstones of
journalism: accuracy, fairness, and objectivity and all of these characteristics are also among the

major ethical requirements for those who practice good journalism.

On the other side Jensen (1996, p.21-26) suggest some points which he believes, what journalists
can and should do to help create a better world. According to his explanation objectivity,

neutrality, and the watchdog role of the press are aphorisms and clichés. Because, as he states the
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ideology of objectivity and neutrality has at least two problems. First, neutrality constitutes the
functional equivalent of supporting the status quo. In the words neutrality—the refusal to take
sides—is simply "being what the system asks us to be." If journalists are to be social critics, they
can't be neutral. And if journalists aren't social critics, they are little more than stenographers
who translate the technical language of elites for mass audiences. Consequently, he sets the

following points as principles of journalism:-

» Journalists must be actively involved in constructing and maintaining community,
we can use the phrase "journalism-in-community".

» journalists can be the most creative and progressive when they nurture local
knowledge, and help people in a particular place understand more about how to use
that place and to resist larger oppressive structures.

» There’s something more important than rules. Ethics requires us to situate ourselves
in a moral community, to consider ourselves as part of that community, and to build
trust between ourselves and other members of the community. That is, we must learn
to love: to bring ourselves closer to the people we write about, rather than creating
distance.

» Journalists should not be professional communicators who come into a community
as neutral pipelines of information, but rather as active participants in maintaining
community. They should not be objective but rather openly subjective, not
dispassionate but rather joyously passionate. This need not rob journalism of its
critical edge; indeed, journalism so practiced would be more critical, would engage

ideas and debates much more often.

The society of professional journalists (SPJ) which is the most broad-based journalism
organization in the United States, declare the following four principles to be the foundation for

ethical journalism.

» SEEK TRUTH AND REPORT IT: - Ethical journalism should be accurate and fair.
Journalists should be honest and courageous in gathering, reporting and interpreting
information.

» MINIMIZE HARM: - Ethical journalism treats sources, subjects, colleagues and

members of the public as human beings deserving of respect.
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» ACT INDEPENDENTLY: - The highest and primary obligation of ethical journalism is
to serve the public.

> BE ACCOUNTABLE AND TRANSPARENT: - Ethical journalism means taking
responsibility for one's work and explaining one’s decisions to the public.

(https://www.spj.org , accessed on February 17, 2020 )

Each of the above stated scholars and journalist association has their own focus area regarding the
concept values and elements of journalism. As stated in chapter one after summarizing the above
and other scholars Deuze (2005, p. 447) categorized the concepts, values and elements into five

ideal-typical traits or values.

e Public service: journalists provide a public service (as watchdogs or ‘newshounds’,
active collectors and disseminators of information);

e Objectivity: journalists are impartial, neutral, objective, fair and (thus) credible;

e Autonomy: journalists must be autonomous, free and independent in their work;

e Immediacy: journalists have a sense of immediacy, actuality and speed (inherent in
the concept of ‘news’);

e Ethics: journalists have a sense of ethics, validity and legitimacy

This research examines the professionality of journalistic practices of EBC and LTV up on
these concepts, values and elements by qualitative content analysis.

2.5 Theoretical framework

2.5.1 Normative theories of the media

When we think of normative theories of the media, Sebert, Peterson and Schramms’s Four
Theories of the Press (1956) is the first to come to our mind, but it’s badly outdated to use it for
the current media situation. According to Cliffor, etal. (2009, P.37-38) the historical
background of normative theories classified in to four historical period of time. The first one
goes back to the classical period from 500 BC-1500 AD which the major concern of theorists
was the truthfulness of public discourse within a corporatist order. Then, the early modern
period, from roughly 1500 to 1800, in which the major concern was the freedom of participants

in the public sphere within a libertarian order. The third period is period of modern populist
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democracies, from 1800 to 1970, in which the major concern has been the social responsibility of
participants. Finally comes the contemporary “postmodern” period, since the 1970s, in which a

major concern is citizen participation in the public sphere.

Normative theory is the reasoned explanation of how public discourse should be carried on in
order for a community or nation to work out solutions to its problems. It is a theory in that it
attempts to explain how certain forms of public discourse lead to good collective decisions.
clifford G .et.al, (2009 p.65) it also maintains that there is a need for professional journalists to
provide the public-audience with accurate information based on professional standards that
assure the quality of the collection and presentation of edited news and that journalists should be
accountable to the public and not just to owners of media outlets, governments, and other interest
groups Nossek (2009, P.359). Broadcasting should be largely insulated from political control and
run by broadcasting professionals Hallin and Mancini, (2004, p.35).

Normative theory is concerned with examining or prescribing how media ought to operate if
certain social values are to be observed or attained. Such theory usually stems from the broader
social philosophy or ideology of a given society. This kind of theory is important because it
plays a part in shaping and legitimating media institutions and has considerable influence on the
expectations concerning the media that are held by other social agencies and by the media’s own
audiences McQuail (2010, p.39).

There are different mass communication theories under normative theory. Authoritative theory,
Libertarian theory, Social responsibility theory, Soviet-communist theory and McQuail (1989)
added two more theories, they are: Development media theory and Democratic-Participant media
theory. According to Maira (2018, p.76) some normative approaches (especially the liberal-
democratic) downplay the key role that individuals actually have in this interaction, while others
(like the Social Responsibility model) overemphasis the judgments that individuals make and
even assuming that the solution to structural problems rest in the ethical behavior of

professionals.
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2.5.1.1 Framing theory

As Dietram (1999, p.106) citing Gamson and Modigliani (1987) states media frames
conceptually defined as “a central organizing idea or story line that provides meaning to an
unfolding strip of events . . . The frame suggests what the controversy is about, the essence of the

issue”.

According to Simon and Xenos (2010, P.366) the idea of framing first appeared in Goffman’s
(1974) seminal work. The underlying presumption was that the organization of messages affects
subsequent thoughts and actions. In general, framing involves the organization and packaging of
information. As Goffman (1974, p. 21) put it: “We actively classify and organize our life
experiences to make sense of them.” These “schemata of interpretation” are labeled frames; they
enable individuals to “locate, perceive, identify, and label.” When psychologists examine
framing effects, they generally refer to the relationship between context and information as it

determines meaning.

In today’s world media is the main source of information, as everyone cannot have full direct
knowledge of everything people relay on the media for their access of information. Franklin,
Bob, et.al (2005.) citing (Semetko and Valkenburg, 2000:94) states that the claim of framing
theorists is that the media frame reality for their audiences: ‘how people think about an issue,’
the argument runs, ‘is dependent on how the issue is framed by the media’. This shows how the

media has a power even on public opinion.

Framing is not only on the presentation of news items, rather starting from the selection of news
items form many happenings to the final meaning go through the framing process. Regarding this
Matthes & Kohring (2008, P.264) citing Gitlin (1980) defines frames as ‘‘principles of selection,
emphasis, and presentation composed of little tacit theories about what exists, what happens, and

what matters”’.

Framing is the tool for elites to put their interpretation and meaning of happenings in the
societies understanding. According to Simon and Xenos (2010, p.364) elites are those people
who devote the bulk of their activities to politics or public affairs and are the people “on whom

we depend, directly or indirectly, for information about the world” Zaller (1992, p. 6). We take

21



the communication that originates from these people (politicians, government officials,

journalists, and interest group activists) as elite discourse.
2.5.1.2 social responsibility theory

As indicated by Kevin (2003, P.14-15) the purpose of theory is to explain, comprehend and
interpret phenomena and put forward propositions suggesting why such phenomena occur in the
manner they do. In trying to understand how the media work, their role in society and their
impact on individuals we cannot survive by observation alone. We have to make choices about
what is important, what are the main ideas that enable us to organize our observations and make

sense of the variety of information available and provide the best guide as to what to investigate.

The theory of social responsibility is a modification of libertarian concept. It has developed in
the 1940s in the U.S., where the monopolistic situation on the media market and disputable
journalistic practices have led to advocacy of moral restriction on the freedom of journalism.
Unlike the libertarian theory of journalism that theory stresses the importance of conflict to
encourage public debate. Anyone who wants to tell something has the right to use media.
Socially responsible media are controlled by opinion of the community, consumer actions and
professional ethics. Journalists should avoid interference with the privacy and fundamental
interests of society Erjavec and Zajc (2011, P.13). On the other side McQuail (2010, p341-342)
associate the foundation of social responsibility theory with the 1947 Commission on Freedom

of the Press.

In response to widespread criticism of the American newspaper press, especially
because of its sensationalism and commercialism, but also its political imbalance
and monopoly tendencies, a private commission of inquiry was set up in 1942 and
reported in 1947 (Hutchins, 1947). The aim of the commission was ‘to examine
areas and circumstances under which the press of the United States is succeeding
or failing; to discover where free expression is or is not limited, whether by
government censorship pressure from readers or advertisers or the un wisdom of its
proprietors or the timidity of its management’. The commission forms an important
milestone in the present story for several reasons. It was the first of many such

inquiries and reports, often initiated by governments to look into the failure of the
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media to meet the needs of society and the possibilities for reform.....The findings of
the commission (Hutchins, 1947) were critical of the press for its frequent failings
and for being so limited in the access it gave to voices outside the circle of a
privileged and powerful minority. The report coined the notion of social

responsibility.

The view that media audiences are simply passive consumers of what they see, hear and read has
been challenged. Emphasis is placed on the audience as active consumers of the output of the
media. Individuals are regarded as using the media to satisfy a range of needs, which could
include anything from enabling them to escape the daily problems of their lives to helping them
construct their sense of who and what they are....Thus the key question concerning media effects
centers on the relationship between the media and their audiences, and the power of the media to

influence their audiences Kevin (2003, P.8).

Much of the classic sociology of journalism of this era was concerned with the critique of the
ideology of journalistic professionalism, and certainly it would be naive in the extreme to accept
the claims of journalists to serve the public purely at face value. Nevertheless, the adoption of an
ideology of journalism as a “public trust” is an important historical development and should not
be dismissed as “mere ideology” any more than it should be accepted as pure altruism Hallin and
Mancini (2004, pp.36-37.)

McQuail (1987.P, 344) summarizes the basic principles of social responsibility theory as

follows:-
* The media have obligations to society, and media ownership is a public trust
* News media should be truthful, accurate, fair, objective and relevant
* The media should be free, but self-regulated
* The media should follow agreed codes of ethics and professional conduct

» Under some circumstances, government may need to intervene to safeguard the public interest
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William Hocking as cited by McQuail (2010, P.343) states ‘Inseparable from the right of the
press to be free has been the right of the people to have a free press. But the public interest has
advanced beyond that point; it is now the right of the people to have an adequate press.” And of
the two rights, he added: ‘it is the right of the public that now takes precedence’. This is one
fundamental basis for the demand of responsibility. The social benefits that Ethiopia now expects
of its media are comparable to those expectations of long that surrounded the birth of the Social
Responsibility Theory Yikunnoamlak (2008, P.9).
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CHAPTER THREE

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

This section of the study is where the researcher discusses research design, methods, and tools.
In this part data gathering, organizing and analysis; data sources and ethical consideration are

presented.
3.2 Research Methodology

As this research concern is to study the professional practices of Ethiopian televisions based on
their news production, in order to attain the objective of the research qualitative content
analysis research method is selected, because it enabled the researcher to qualitatively collect
and analyze the data relevant to the subject under study. The primary concern of qualitative
approach is about meaning making, interpretation and careful analysis of data Workineh (2016,
P.44). On the other hand, the qualitative content analysis required analyzing the textual

component provided a ground to evaluate the news quality of the selected television stations.
3.2.1 qualitative content analysis (textual analysis)

According to (Mayring, 2002, p.3) emphasis the following four points which qualitative content
analysis wants to preserve the advantages of quantitative content analysis for a more qualitative

text interpretation.

e Fitting the material into a model of communication: It should be determined on what
part of the communication inferences shall be made, to aspects of the communicator (his
experiences, opinions feelings), to the situation of text production, to the socio-cultural
background, to the text itself or to the effect of the message.

e Rules of analysis: The material is to be analyzed step by step, following rules of

procedure, devising the material into content analytical units.

25



e Categories in the center of analysis: The aspects of text interpretation, following the
research questions, are putted into categories, which were carefully founded and revised

within the process of analysis (feedback loops).

e Criteria of reliability and validity: The procedure has the pretension to be inter
subjectively comprehensible, to compare the results with other studies in the sense of

triangulation and to carry out checks for reliability.

3.3 Data Sampling

As stated above there are about 30 television stations in Ethiopia. From those, two television
stations are selected, one government owned and the other from private owned media; Ethiopian

broadcasting corporation (EBC) and LTV.

The reason for these two media stations to be selected for this research is, EBC (formerly ETV)
is the first and the oldest government television station in the country. Currently the media has
three television channels (News, entertainment and language) it also consists huge number of
journalism practioners from the junior reporter to the director. One part of the television station
which is the news channel provides news each hour of the day. Three full bulletin (morning 7
AM tena yesetelegne Ethiopia, afternoon 1 PM ETV arat maezen and evening 7 PM ETV 57)
and the others short news. From this, this research focuses only on the evening 1PM full bulletin

news which is ETV 57. ETV 57 is the evening news which takes 30-35 minutes time duration.

The other television station selected in this study, LTV is one of the privately owned and one of
the newly launched television stations. It has different television programs (entertainment
programs, political talk shows, current issue talk shows and other social issue programs).
Regarding these, the researcher believes that having different programs needs more skilled and
professional journalistic practice in the station; and researching such kind of media can be a good
sample of the commercial television stations in Ethiopia. In addition to that the channel is
becoming the controversial television station because of their different talk shows and programs
which the audience claims unprofessional informally on social media. LTV has daily news which
is at 7:30 PM, and has 25-35 minutes duration. This research selects the television station
deliberately, So that they can represent both the government and privet owned television stations

and also the old and the new ones as well. Regarding sampling of the study the researcher use
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random sampling technique and take just the evening news of first month of the Ethiopian
calendar (Mesekerem) which is from Septemberl2, 2019-october 11, 2019 from both media
houses EBC and LTV.

Because as far as to evaluate the professional quality and their ‘watchdog role’ of the television

stations by their day to day activity, random selection is the best way.
3.4 Data gathering techniques

This study uses content analysis method and its main objective is to examine the level of quality
professional journalism practice by examining news, in order to do so this study takes the
evening news presented in September12, 2019-october 11, 2019 one month time interval by the
two selected television stations (EBC and LTV). AS Mayring (2002, p.2)The object of
(qualitative) content analysis can be all sort of recorded communication (transcripts of
interviews, discourses, protocols of observations, video tapes, documents ...). Content analysis
analyzes not only the manifest content of the material—as its name may suggest. He also cited
Becker & Lissmann (1973) have differentiated levels of content: themes and main ideas of the
text as primary content; context information as latent content. The analysis of formal aspects of

the material belongs to its aims as well.

Therefore the main data gathering technique is analyzing the selected news. Consequently, 30
days evening news from each media station are planned to be analyzed from both media station.
But LTV by its ordinary program broadcast news only on week days except holidays. So during
the sample period LTV expected to present news for 20 days. The number of news is limited
because as Ames, Glenton and Lewin (2019, P.2) indicates, analysis of qualitative data requires a
detailed engagement with text. However, large volumes of data make this difficult to achieve,
and can make it difficult to move from descriptive or aggregative analysis to more interpretive
analysis. Similar the more data a researcher has to synthesize, the less depth and richness they

are likely to be able to extract from the data.

The researcher collects the news items for the content analysis from the YouTube channel of
both media houses. This study took the evening 7PM news hour of “ETV 57 news bulletin from
those mentioned above. The researcher has got 24 days of transmission time during the sample
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month, and with a total of 228 news items. On the other side LTV broadcast news once per a day
in the evening, and there is no news on weekends and holidays. As there are 4 weekends (eight
days) and also two official holidays during the sample period (which is New Year and the
founding of the cross (mesekele), LTV is expected to broadcast news on 20 days during the
sample period as per their regular schedule. But, because of the very week archive of the
organization the researcher can get news of 15 days news casts in the month which is 114 news
items. Therefore, the total number of news items collected from both media houses YouTube
channels is 228 from EBC and 114 from LTV totally 342.

As stated in the first chapter of this study, the selected news is examined based on the concepts,
values and elements of journalism which are summarized from different scholars of journalism
by Deuze (2005, p. 447) and categorized into five ideal-typical traits or values.

Using this technique the researcher believes this thesis get sufficient data on journalistic

professional practice of television in Ethiopian news productions.
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CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF
FINDINGS

4.1 Introduction

As indicated in the previous chapters, this study has taken two selected television stations’ (EBC
and LTV) evening news bulletins, which are broadcasted in one month sample period. As
indicated in chapter three, Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporation (EBC) presents news every day
Three full bulletins (morning 7 AM “ETV Tena Yesetelegne Ethiopia”, afternoon 1 PM “ETV

Arat Maezen” and evening 7 PM “ETV 57”) and the others short news every hour.

4.2 Qualitative content analysis

4.2.1 Selection of news stories and news coverage

According to the news items analyzed in this research both television stations have their
preference regarding news selection. EBC reports news from all over the country and no
boundary for the issues to be raised in the news. The news mostly focuses on national issues like

the Prime Minister and the President’s engagements. For example:

- Prime Minister Abiye Ahmed visit Bonga city with the federal and regional
officials.(EBC, September 15,2019)

- Prime Minister Abiye Ahmed meets with the France Ministry of Culture Franck
Riester. (EBC, September 19,2019)
- Prime Minister Abiye Ahmed and the Oromia Region deputy President Shemeles

Abdisa speaks with Aba Gedas and other elders about the celebration of Erecha
and other issues.( EBC, September 21,2019)

- The former Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe has been fighting for the freedom
of all Africans not only for Zimbabwe said president Sahelework Zewde while
attending his funeral in Harare (EBC, September 15,2019)

- President Sahelwork Zewede speaks with the Denmark Prime Ministry Meti
Feriderikeson.( EBC, September 23,2019)
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- President Sahelwork Zewede meets with the Austria Prime Ministry Van De Belen.
(EBC, September 25,2019)
There is a lot of news which are closely the same as stated above. In addition to that EBC news
also gives extensive coverage for the activities done by federal offices like ministries, authorities

and offices.

- Ethiopian Minister of Foreign Affairs speaks with the Norwegian Foreign Affairs
Minister and head of the permanent committee for defense affairs. (EBC,
September16, 2019)

- Ministry of Science and Higher Education said Higher Education institutions must
work hard on the teaching learning process without any religion and political
interference.( EBC, October 3,2019)

Besides news stated above, EBC report news from regional offices. This is expected because the
channel is government owned and the main mainstream national media house. But regarding this
the researcher notices some unprofessional issues on giving equal coverage for all the regions in
the country. News from some part of the country takes much time on the news while the other
has not been talked about even for once in the week. For instance with in the research time
framework which is one month, there was hardly few news from Tigraye and Somali region
which is one news from each. Whereas others like Debube, Oromia, Afar and the other has more
than 10 for each. In this regard there is an also unprofessional issue also in LTV news selection.
From the 114 selected sample news items 21 are collected from the different regions of Ethiopia
from those some regions (specially one region) take the frequent coverage which is 11 from
Oromia region, and the other 4 from Amhara, 2 for Deredawa and SNNP each, Afar and
Gambela one for each. The frequency of news media attention to a topic raises individuals'
awareness of that topic and the level of social importance they attribute to it Sonja L. Myhre.et.al
(P.172, 2002). Framing could have significant connotations as frames highlight some aspects of
reality while excluding other elements, which might lead individuals to interpret issues
differently Borah (p.248,2011). There is also a very noticeable bias when we came to the issues
covered by the media houses. For instance EBC presents 21 news items about thanks giving of
Oromo people (Ireacha) holiday during a one month period of time from the total number of 228
news items. Even if the holiday is celebrated on October 5, 2019, EBC start to present news from

eighteen days earlier September 18, 2019.this is only during the sample period. When we

30



compare this with other holidays like New Year and “Meskele” celebrations which are covered
on the eve and on the holiday “Ireach” gets a frequented coverage. Why the media uses that
much frequency on specific event need other researches. But as stated previously, this is also
unprofessional because it attempts coverage bias which is a preference of giving more airtime,

space, or attention to some issues in contrast to others.

LTV total news coverage most of the time focuses on news happened in the capital city, news
from the activities of prime minister, president and other ministry offices to things done by the
city administration. There are attempts to cover news from other parts of the country but they are
very few in number as indicated previously and are news sent from government communications

office. Mostly covers event news.

- Aba Gemechis or Onis Mose Nesib life experience can be a lesson for people to win
the day to day problems and be successful in their life said in the inauguration of
Ilibabure zone huremo woreda Oromo cultural center and Onis Mose memorial
library.(LTV,September,30,2019).

- Jimma Zone farmers states that Using improved collaborative agricultural system
they are able to increase their production rate.(LTV, October 4, 2019)

- Oromia Regional Communication Bureau announced that the Eracha holiday will
be celebrated successfully by various events in Addis Ababa.(LTV,September
17,2019)

The news items stated above are news which are sent from the government offices and read by
LTV reporters. The first one sent from Illibabure Zone communication office and the next one,
from Jimma Zone communication affairs office. Both stories and other stories like those are
presented without any editing. According to Temesegene (p, 1. 2013) the two professions
Journalism and public relations (PR) take part in different roles in media organizations. They are
professions strive for different purposes. Journalism strives to serve the best interest of the public
(mass audience). However, PRs strives to serve the interest of the hired organization and its

publics (targeted audience).

31



News can be treated by different forms; for this study we will take the 4 type of news treatment,

4.2.2 News treatment

which are Straight news, in-depth news, interpretive news and investigative news.

As it is known straight news stories are stories which report only the facts, which tell what,
happened on that specific time or place without more details, mostly read wholly by the anchor.
According to https://philipatawura.wordpress.com/ (accessed on May 10, 2020) straight news
writing deals with the inverted pyramid method which looks at the news from order of
importance. This includes using the five “Ws” and an “H” to write a story. The Ws are “What,
Who, When, Why and Where” and the H which is “How”. Even if, all types of news items
ought to answer the "five Ws (and an H)." straight news focused on answering them. EBC from
the total sample of news items which is 228, within one month, presents 126 straight news items
and also LTV presents 72 news items of this type from the total 114 news items. This news items
from both media houses give only the raw information of those specific events. They answer the

five Ws and the H. news items which are treated by this type from both media stations are more

Straight news

of event news like meeting, agreements, government announcements and the like.
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- The 60th Forum on African Internet Freedom is launched in Addis today. Over 400
participants from various African countries are participating. The four-day forum

recommends Internet Freedom for Human Rights, Technology Innovation,

Infrastructure Development and Democracy.(LTV, September 24,2019)

- The Addis Ababa City Administration has handed over one hundred buses purchased
by the city administration to lion bus. Deputy Mayor Engineer Takele Uma said that
efforts have been made to strengthen the organization since the time the lion was
owned and operated by the city administration. He added that lion bus will work in
cooperation with other transport service providers by building modern transportation
system that will support the organization's technology and build partnerships with
other transport service providers. The 100 buses that start serving today are said to
be all female drivers and assistants. From the 725 buses planned to be purchased by
the Addis Ababa City government in this year including todays 100 buses the city
administration buy 553 new buses in this budget year. So far, the organization has


https://philipatawura.wordpress.com/

been deploying 600 buses a day and serve nearly five hundred thousand Addis Ababa
residents. (LTV, October 2, 2019)

- Mahatma Gandhi's 150th birthday was celebrated at Gandhi Memorial Hospital In
combination with the Indian Embassy, the government and non-governmental bodies
were present at the commemoration. To this day, there are memorials which show
how much money Indians have spent on building the hospital. The birthday was also
celebrated at the hospital not only the Indians have contributed to the hospital but it’s
on the honor of Mahatma Gandhi, who taught peaceful protest to the world. (EBC,
October 2,2019)

- During this time, Indian Ambassador in Ethiopia, Arurag Bashir, visited different
parts of the hospital. Over the past year, India has contributed $ 2 million worth of
medicines and over one hundred thousand books to Ethiopia. According to our
report, the ambassador said that Indian will support the hospital’s expansion work to
improve the service.(EBC, October 2,2019)

As described earlier this type of news is attempted to give only the raw facts. The audience will
have the information regarding what is happing in the country. This type of news treatment can
be done by using the press release sent by communication offices of organizations; or the
reporter going to the events in person and report things directly as they actually happens without
doing any more details. News of this kind gives a way for reporters and media houses a way to
lethargy and mostly has no value for the audience than giving mere information about some
events. For instance on the news stated above as an example, one is about the celebration of
Mahatma Gandhi's 150th birth day in Gandhi memorial hospital in Addis Ababa, the other about
handing over busses from Addis Ababa to lion bus and 60th Forum on African Internet Freedom
is launching. These news items treated by straight news type, and contain the uncooked facts of
the happenings. As a result the audience acceptance to the news will be different as their statues

of understanding.

There are news items presented by EBC and LTV which has problem on their way of treatment.
Some news items by their very nature concern all society members equally. And they need to be
treated by in-depth or interpretative news treatment types; as a result the news item can give
detail information to the citizens and the public can benefit from it.
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- Amhara intellectual’s society says it will contribute to nation building by listening
each other and working together (EBC, September 15, 2019).

- The Oromia Culture and Tourism Bureau said preparations have been made to
celebrate this year’s irecha holiday in Addis Ababa. (EBC, September 18, 2019).

- The FDRE Transportation Minister Mrs. Dagmawit Moges had conversation with
the Qatar Ministry of Transport and Communication on different issues (LTV,
September 30, 2019).

When we see the above news items they all call the interest of each and every citizens, so
everyone needs to have the details.as we see they raise the issue of nation building which is very
complex and interesting issue, the celebration of a very popular event ‘Irecha’ in Addis Ababa
for the first time which is exciting for Ethiopians specially for all Oromo people and the other
news item is about transportation which every citizen of a country cannot ignore about. These
news items and other many similar items supposed to be presented by in-depth or interpretative
types of treatment both media houses prefer to treat those news items straightly.as clearly stated
by Entman (P.52,1993) framing essentially involves selection and salience. To frame is to select
some aspects of a perceived reality and make them more salient in a communicating text, in such
a way as to promote a particular problem definition, causal interpretation, moral evaluation,
and/or treatment recommendation for the item described. In addition to that LTV present 98
news items only by covering by pictures without video from the total 114 news in the time

framework.

- In—depth news
As Nwandu (p.1, 2016) citing (Ciboh & lyorkyaa, 2004, p.9) states In-depth reporting means
deep digging, digging far below the surface, search and research, inquiry, investigation and
exploration into the news situation to bring out its significance. These types of news stories give
the detail, the background and the entire necessary feature regarding that news story to give the

audience full information of that specific issue. Example,

- Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed won the Nobel Peace Prize of 2019 for his work in
bringing peace to Ethiopia. The award is said to be an incentive for Dr. Abay Ahmed
to work hard on his efforts to bring peace to the country. 223 individuals and 78

institutions making major contributions to the world have been candidates of 2019
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Nobel peace prize. The Prime Minister of the Ethiopian Federal Government Dr.
Abiy Ahmed, has won the Nobel Peace Prize for his work in bringing peace to the
country and for the change he has made in the country and neighboring countries to
live in peace. From the first date that the prime ministry came to power Dr. Abay
Ahmed opened a way to free media, work on women empowerment, release thousands
prisoners who had been jailed and suffered for years because of their political views.
Prime Minister Dr Abiy Ahmed is also the first Prime Minister to apologize citizens
for abuse during the 27 years EPRDF regime. He has paved the way for politicians
who have been exiled from their countries for centuries to work in peace and to work
together for the benefit of Ethiopians in order to maintain peaceful political activity
in the country. These one-year reforms and his efforts to put Ethiopia at the forefront
of history and to keep their differences by medemer philosophy becomes reason for
the Prime Minister to win the Nobel Peace Prize. Nobel Peace Prize Committee has
said beside the successes done by the prime ministry the continuing conflict between
regions in Ethiopia and the internal displacement of many are the events that are
putting his leadership in challenge, however the award is a testament to his efforts to
bring peace in the country (EBC,october11,2019)

Gifatah's, New Year of Wolayita people is going to be celebrated in various locations.
Wolita Sodo residents told LTV that preparation for the festival has begun. The
Wolayita people who have their own New Year's celebrations have long been
celebrating the New Year or the Gifta festival. As Eyerusalem Merede who is the
member of the festival celebration committee and resident of wolayita zone said

mothers, fathers, and girls, are part of the preparations for the Gifta festival.

Interviewee 1: - Giftta is a new year of wolayita. It is one of the festivals that the people

look forward to. This is a big historical holiday for wolayita people celebrate the New
Year according to their own calendar. Before this holiday fathers buy their own bulls
and wait the day to come. Before 3 to 4 weeks, people of wolayita start to buy things
for the holiday celebration. The last market day is called Goosho. At this day they buy
clothes and shoes for their children. It is a celebration in which mothers take their

own part by saving Butter by the traditional saving system ‘ekub’ for the holidays



food preparation. This year’s Gifta’s celebration is celebrated in a variety of ways,
especially as the young men rejoice the celebration with a dance form called the
leke’, and the young woman cosmetic themselves by ‘ensosela’, as the wolayita
cultural cloths fashion designer and the Wolayta Zone's culture and tourism bureau
officer tizita tsegaye said,

Interviewee 2 - this year ‘Gifata’ will be celebrated by a unique and vibrant program. And
different programs are held. The celebration will be attractive men will dance ‘Leke’
and women wearing ‘Ensosela’.

The Wolayita New year Gifata to be celebrated as it is used to be and in its cultural way
by the next generation, Wolayita youth are teach and educate for their Youngers
about Gifata cultural value.

Interview 1: - Wolayita people are celebrating the Holiday better than ever before. And
we are making our own contribution to celebrate it. We are passing on to the next
generation what kind of value that Gifata has for the people. (LTV, September 21,
2019)

In-depth reporting is simply good reporting with an eye for accuracy and detail. It is coming up
with facts that are not immediately visible, but which nevertheless contribute to an understanding
of story. During this study time framework EBC present 96 in-depth news items. LTV on the
other side shows 43 in-depth stories. Presenting such type of news item by both media houses
with almost half of the total number is appreciated. In-depth reporting is a detailed, balanced and
thorough treatment of facts or events and issues with background orientation to explain the why

and how, for the benefit of readers.

There are some news items which did not have appropriate content to be treated by in-depth
news, and issues which cannot be taken as news, knowingly or unknowingly done to fit in such

type of news treatment.

- Things done starting from the renovation of the castle to making open to the public to
show the historic scenario give a big opportunity for the society to know history of the
country, said Observers who followed the documentary, which is titled from Office to
Country last night. (EBC, September 21, 2019)
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- One of the festivals celebrated by the Gurage community during “meskele” holiday is
the day of cabbage “gomen ketefo”. On this day women prepare cabbage with
different and special recipe for the holiday and share it with their family and
neighbors. (EBC September,27,2019)

Both the above news are presented by EBC, the first news item talks about the comment of
society on the documentary film which is done by that same media house about the Renovation
of the Palace. Main subject of this news item is to show the society saying about the renovation
of the palace and it’s opining to public. This news item consist no specific information to provide
for the public in depth about the main issue, instead it shows what people fill after watching the
documentary and the value it has for the society. Instead of moving around the city and asking
public opinion by fox pop, the news item better be treated by interpretative news treatment type
(becouse it’s a better way to give meaning out of a certain happening) and should provide the
experts saying in addition to the public unless the purpose of presenting this news item is to
repeat the issues. The second news item stated above, called the question of “what is news?”
because it does not fulfill the requirement for one issue to be news; as a news media EBC has to
select issues which is news and not, wisely. If EBC needs to show the culture of Gurage people
on the founding of the cross “meskele” celebration; they can do mini documentary which is

preferable to show the holiday and their culture than this news item.

- Interpretative News
This type of news are news items which give interpretations of the events why and how it
happens, As Kevin (2010) explained interpretation is inherent in the finding, selecting, and laying
out of facts-in careful, detailed, and lucid description. Going below the surface and presenting an
insider account are acts of imaginative interpretation. The project to make the world intelligible
to the public is interpretive to the core (p.129). Press responsibility means acting in the public

interest by interpreting events and placing them in context (P.115).

- It is a reflection of the unity and cooperation of Ethiopians to plant the seeds on
Green Legacy day. Debele Mountain which is one of the areas where many

Ethiopians have collaborated to realize the ongoing efforts to improve the forest
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coverage of the country. Ato Desealegne, who is a farmer and lives in this area, is
taking care of these seedlings as best as he can.

Interviewee (1):- the Green Legacy Day, Ethiopians including police and defenders,
plant seeds on this mountain. This will be one of the symbols of Ethiopian
collaboration to our next generation and the world.

On this mountain, Ethiopians planted 870,000 seedlings and put their green legacy.
This seedlings planting teaches cooperation to the next generation, and will be
remembered as good history. Historian, Mr. Brooke Keder, says that such kind of
events will help to strengthen collaborative working tradition and common values

that Ethiopians keep for centuries.

Interviewee 2: This event shows how we Ethiopians listen to one another and help
each other can do something great and historical together. We also can transmit this
message for the whole world. It is reflection of what we call social capital. Second, it
can show how much government to people relationship is growing from time to time.

Beyond this, social scientists suggest that such type of shared tasks is not only
valuable to respect one another but also to forward better country for the next

generation.

Interviewee 3: We give value for each other because | do not achieve it alone and we
achieve the success when we work with other people. Then together we can shorten
the long way and lighten the burden. This event also gives a chance for this
generation to respond our internal questions which says that our ancestors have done
their part for this country what about us.

Experts say that to keep up these kinds of successful events and to strength
collaboration value from a campaign in to the day to day culture of the society is a

viable option.

Interviewee 2(again): There are high-end agendas that need to be met with great
success. There are small agendas that make a difference, a preacher of hatred, a
preacher of disunity; these are abusive ideas that hinder our movement to ascend.We
struggle with these pull-out views, not just doing a one-hour campaign of goodwill,

but making it culture is the best.



Interviewee 3(again): We can't do something huge alone. When we stand together,
and grow as a society, consider other countries experience, think together and
nurture our inner drive to create something good for our country we can achieve
success to our goals as a country.

These Ethiopians, who have planted more than 300 million seedlings in one day, and
have shown the world the results of collaboration, their next homework will be to

confiscation of this culture to the next generation. (EBC, September13, 2019)

As the name indicates this type of news give interpretation of certain case or event. They are
more advantageous to the public because they make meaning out of specific happening. All
public members are from different walks of life and cannot understand everything happens in
their surrounding at the same level of understanding; they need someone to make an
interpretation of something which is news. Therefore, instead of presenting the row facts like
straight news and giving the detail of some specific thing like in-depth news, giving the meaning

of something by interpretation is the best way.

For example on the news stated above all the row fact is Ethiopians succeed to plant 300 million
seedlings within one day and break the world record. But the above news which is treated on
interpretative style give the audience what it means to plant 300 seedlings per day as a nation.it
present the social values, government and public relation, next homework of citizens and
government regarding the issue and the country’s image to the world. This issues covered by

interviewing expert’s history and social science.

From the total sample news items of this study (228) EBC presents only six interpretative news
items and LTV has not present any.as indicated earlier this type of news treatment is
advantageous to the audience because it provide different views, experts opinion on specific
issue and the meaning of happenings. But media stations analyzed on this study are not providing

sufficient number of news items as they are serving citizens.

- Investigative News
This type of news treatment is a very popular type.Investigative Journalism means the unveiling
of matters that are concealed either deliberately by someone in a position of power, or

accidentally, behind a chaotic mass of facts and circumstances - and the analysis and exposure of
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all relevant facts to the public (UNESCO website, accessed on May 10, 2012). It is the method of
journalistic work aimed at finding out and making public the hidden data about an offence of any
kind. purpose of journalism of investigation that is not simply to inform the society that
something happens somewhere but it is deeper than that; it tries to uncover the most painful,
sometimes bleeding sores, glaring contradictions, that have high societal value Natalia (2017.
p.6-7).

Investigative news uncovers information that is deliberately hidden from citizens to avoid public
and/or legal scrutiny. When we come to media houses focused on this study, there was no any
investigative news item from both media houses during one month time framework of this study.
Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporation (EBC) as the mainstream media and following
developmental journalism and LTV as it works ‘for the best of life’ as its motto says; they
supposed to present a lot of investigative issues on the news coverage. Since developmental
journalism is not only pays sustained attention to the coverage of ideas, policies, programs,
activities and events also but also examining practices of people in power and exploring others

wrong did for the benefit of the society dealing with the improvement of the life of a people.

4.2.3 Public service (watchdog role of the news)

As  Walter Dean states on the  American press institute  website

https://www.Americanpressinstitute.org (accessed on May 15, 2020), the purpose of journalism,

write Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenstiel in “The Elements of Journalism”, is not defined by
technology, nor by journalists or the techniques they employ. Rather, “the principles and purpose
of journalism are defined by something more basic: the function news plays in the lives of

people.”

As already explained in previous chapters, journalists and media houses are responsible for
covering issues which affects the advantage of the public. They also have a watchdog role
towards the power practiced by authorities, wrong doings by the government and anyone for the
good of the citizens. When we see the news stories taken as a sample for this study, both media

houses has a huge professionality problem regarding this issue.

LTV during the time framework has present no news item which has watchdog role. LTV news

items do not go beyond reporting events and happenings. These kinds of news items cannot
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fulfill the social responsibility role for a media house which has a big dream of giving the society

a better life.

On the other side, most of the stories presented by EBC during the time framework are success
stories. Things done by the government, especially on the agriculture sector all the stories are
about how the farmers can increase their production rate and quality by the support of the

agriculture experts.

- Farmers in West Showa zone of Oromia region said work is on underway to prevent
acidic soil and preserve its fertility. (EBC,September,13,2019)
- The regional government of Afar is working on the access and quality of
education.(EBC, September 23,2019)
- Farmers in Gondar district said they have been successful with the improved method
of sorghum crop production. (EBC, September 26, 2019)
There are many similar Stories like the above. Nevertheless, the number is below the expectation
as a mainstream media, there are also stories reported by EBC which shows the society’s
problems and things which need solutions by the government officials from all sides of the

country.

- Residents of the Dauro zone say that the delayed road construction projects and
projects which have not yet been started are causing the local community to suffer
a lot. (EBC, September 23,2019)
The above story is one of the stories which show how the government is failed to do things as it
is planned in one part of the country, which is Dauro Zone in south Nations and Nationalities and
people’s region. In the story mentioned above peoples from the community who give interview
mentioned how the road construction delaying makes them to suffer by lack of transportation and
uncomfortable roads. Even the Ambulances cannot reach to the community while they are in
need for emergency case. This story looks a very public servant and shows the community
problem but that story is not full, because there was no any government official or concerned

body who give answer for that huge problem among community.

- Even if Gambela city is 100 years older there is a lack of infrastructures yet said the
Gambela city residents (EBC, September 16, 2019).
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The above news story about Gambela city explained well about how there are lack of
infrastructure. For example residents states about the problems of cracked roads, access to pure
water and others. They also refer lack of complete city master plan as the main source for the
above mentioned problems. In this case, the city administration supposed to give answer for the
communities complain about the infrastructure problems. Nonetheless the city administration

also admits the problems like one of the community members with giving no solutions.

- The asphalt road from Jimma to Mizan Aman is cracked because it has not been
repaired. Drivers who have complained to Ethiopian TV said they are suffering
from the road crash.( EBC, September 17,2019)
This news item raises the issue of cracked road which is 227 KM totally from which 20 KM of
the road totally damaged and has not been repaired for long time, because the concerned body
delayed to fix the problem. As indicated in the news story the fractured road becomes very
challenging for the society to move from one city to the other. Even drivers of public
transportation complained about it. Then how did the journalist address the response of the
concerned body is the big question regarding analyzing the watch dog role of this news item,
However, this news item did not include the concerned bodies answer rather it is presented with
the response of the concerned authority which is Jimma branch of the Ethiopian Roads Authority
on another program on that same television station. This seems that the concerned authorities’
side of the story included and that news item indicate who is responsible for that problem, but it
is not correct. Because as long as the reporter who collects the information and see the problem
of the society on the ground did not talk to the concerned organ to give a solution the news item
has no social responsibility role than telling the people government is doing something regarding

some issues.

EBC news reports show that the media house is trying to do some news items which have
watchdog characters but they are not full enough to say they are fulfilling it. Because as
indicated above the role of socially responsible media is not only providing the existing problem
but also asking the concerned organ who caused or responsible for the problem to happen, and
going to the extent until it give the exact answer and brings solution. Otherwise, it will be just for

show and for the sake of simplicity.
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4.2.4 Journalistic Ethics
4.2.4.1 Objectivity and Independency

Objectivity and independency and most of the professionalism characteristics of journalism
depend on the source of news stories, According to Revers (p.43.2013) Reporters understand
criteria of “professionalism and unprofessionalism mainly with respect to source relations
because it is in these day-today interactions that professionalism materializes most clearly. Who
provide the news has a big value on the objectivity of the story and from where did the media
house collect the news story highly has influence on the independency of the media house. The

impact may come from any governmental and non-governmental organ.

When we came to the focus media houses of this study, even if there is slice difference among
the two both EBC and LTV cannot be said independent by their news sources, because their
main source of news are different government organization communication offices. They read

the stories as the communication office send it as a newsletter without any further study.

As said above there is a bit difference among the two media houses. EBC has better number of
news stories done by in-house reporters than LTV, even if the reporters collect information from
the officials there is a chance for them to handle as appropriate for the society. LTV on the other
side presents only 13 news items which are done by the in-house reporters, other news items did
not indicate the news sources or directly taken from communication offices of government
organizations. On this regard the researcher believes that this media houses are not dependent
and stand by themselves rather they present the view of others specially government
organizations as a mirror. This means as far as they collect news directly from government and
other institutions, these media stations are open for any political and other influence by default.
Specially, their agenda setting role is taken by others in half. This also calls the question of
objectivity. If these media houses present news items directly taken from news sources how are
they supposed to be objective? According to Huong (p.17, 2010) Journalists should report in an
objective and balanced manner, with no obligation to any outside interest.

Regarding objectivity, As Terje (P.34, 2001) citing McQuail (1994) states social responsibility
model, emphasizes that the media have obligations to society. The news media should be
truthful, accurate, fair and objective (to the extent that objectivity is attainable).The journalist is
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supposed to give their audience an honest picture of events that take place. In order to do that,
journalists should want to be as objective as they can in order to give the public an accurate
picture of what’s going on in society (Emmanuel P, online source, accessed on May 25).when this
study analyze the practice of these media houses, there practice shows that they are late regarding

meeting objectivity to the extent as stated by Terje previously.

- About 70 people have been diagnosed with cholera and received medical treatment in the
city of Hawassa. Most of The patients then completed their treatment and returned home,
while the rest are being treated at a special center set up by Adare Health Center
Hawassa.(EBC,September,14,2019)

EBC present the above news story which is reported by the channel’s reporter, who is highly
expected to meet the extent of objectivity in the news story as long as he is professional
journalist. However, this news lack element of objectivity, the story show only one side of the
story which tells how the city administration and health officers work hard to control an
epidemic, by interviewing both the city administration and the health officers. The news story
shows the infected people and the treatment they are provided with. Nonetheless, there was no
any interviewee from the patients who can tell about the treatment they are getting, this makes
the news item unbalance. In addition the news story did not provide the exact figure of patients

that were infected.

- The Ministry of Peace has implemented a national conflict prevention alert and
emergency response system. The system is said to be capable of sharing
information from Kebele to the Ministry.(EBC, September 23,2019)

Truthfulness is obviously one of the characteristics of objectivity and journalistic
professionalism. The above news item, as can be seen on the headline stated above mention
about a new system which is implemented by ministry of peace to maintain the peace keeping in
the country, but the truth about this news is not system implementation all over the country,
rather it is a sample study (trial) on a very specific kebeles in three regions to check whether the

system is workable or not.
- Local residents and road users said we are suffering from the 17- kilometer road
from Kolodi to Gesssen Mary. The Ethiopian Roads Authority said it has set a

budget of over one billion to build the asphalt road soon. Gishen Debrekerebe
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Founded in the year 517, it’s a place of wonder beyond its natural beauty having

the form of the cross of Jesus, combined with the spiritual glory to be a home of the

cross of Jesus Christ, has made it possible to attract many people from afar, So that

many pilgrims flock to the Holy Abbey to celebrate the annual holiday of October 2,

but locals and visitors say the road is a challenge.(EBC, October 2,2019)
This news item shows some indications that the journalist subjectivity towards the Gishen
debrekerebe church or the orthodox religion as a whole. First on his narration of background of
the place he didn’t indicate anything about other area of that particular place except the church.
second when he tells about the church’s spiritual value he add his own spiritual belief and
opinion didn’t use any expression which shows that the view is not his own rather the religion
followers. For example rather than putting the ‘facts’ about the church he can say “as the religion
followers believes this church is this and that” or “as believed by orthodox Christians this church
has this and this”, as far as this television station is mainstream media and has viewers of
different religion followers the news item has to consider them all. The headline of this news
item mentioned the locals of that area are bothered because of the road problems but on the
interview the news item include only believers and priests of the church, the road authority give

promise of the road building at the annual ceremony at the church.

LTV which is the other focus of this study has omitted news which has great value for the public,
According to umich.edu/~news bias/omissions.html (online source, accessed on May 19, 2019)
Omission occurs when important information is not reported or is reported incompletely. We can
think of omission as being news that should have been reported but is left out of the news we
read, see and hear. When important news is omitted, we get a skewed or biased perspective. The

next example shows this idea clearly.

Its September 27°s news, the eve of the founding of the cross and “Demera” by itself is a big
Christians especially orthodox Christian’s holiday in Ethiopia. So media houses are expected to
present the celebration of this great event which is a destination of tourists from all over the
world. Surprisingly, LTV has not present any news item about the celebration of the day among
orthodox Christians, rather it present the following news item and the prime minister massage of

the day which covers about 13 minutes of the total news.
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- Ethiopian Catholic Church has announced that it has to be in its cultural and
spiritual form when we celebrate the founding of the cross.(LTV ,September
27.2019)

The above news by itself has no problem but the media house (LTV) omit the bigger image by
excluding the celebration of “demera” among orthodox Christians this makes this news very

subjective.

4.2.4.2 Plagiarism
Plagiarism is a very popular unprofessional and unethical act in journalism. As indicated on
(https://ethics.journalists.org/, accessed on May 9, 2020) Plagiarism is traditionally defined as
taking someone else’s work and presenting it as your own. In journalism, it is considered one of
the primary sins of the profession. Many journalists have lost their jobs or faced legal action for
lifting others’ writing or other production .Most news items taken as a sample for this study from
LTV are presented without any source of the news. Even if the researcher finds out some of the
news stories are taken from the other organizations Facebook pages the media house does not

indicate the sources of those news stories while presenting the reports.

- Ethiopia and Denmark held discussion to enhance bilateral ties.On the margins of
the 74th General Assembly of the United Nations in New York; President Sahle-
Work Zewde met Prime minister of Denmark Mette Frederiksen today. The two
leaders’ discussion was focused on the bilateral cooperation between the two
countries and the way forward, notably the development of renewable energy like
wind and issues related with climate change. The leaders also applauded the
successful achievements of the meeting on Energy Transition that was co-organized
by Ethiopia and Denmark and held in New York today ahead of the main Climate
Action Summit on tomorrow. Denmark has been supporting Ethiopia on its
endeavors of expanding renewable energy facilities. It has given Ethiopia, among
others, 200m dollars grant and concessional loan support for the construction of
Assela Wind farm recently. (LTV, September 23,2019)

- Developing the tourism sector is one of the pillars of job creation and attracting
investments for the government of Ethiopia. Preservation of heritage sites is

therefore one of key priority areas in the sector. Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed met
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with the Minister of Culture of the French Republic, Franck Riester this morning to
discuss progress on the restoration work of the Rock Hewn Churches of Lalibela
and the Jubilee Palace, currently being supported by France. Noting the
strengthened relations between the two countries PM Abiy recounted the immense
support of President Emmanuel Macron and encouraged expediting the restoration
works. (LTV, September 20,2019)

Transport Minister Mrs. Dagmawit held bilateral talks with officials of various
countries alongside the 40th International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)
conference. The minister has held talks with the South Korea's Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure, and Transportation Hon Kim Hui Minh and Qatar's Ministry of
Transport and Communication. The countries reaffirmed their commitment to the
Ministry of Transport with the intention of the countries to share their experiences
in the transport sector, especially in terms of technology transfer and capacity
building. (LTV, September 30,2019)

The above news items including the pictures which cover the stories are totally taken from the

Facebook pages of those government offices. The first taken from the president’s office

Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/FDREPresident/) posted on the same date at 5:34

am. The second from prime minister Office Facebook page posted on September 19, 2019

https://www.facebook.com/PMOEthiopia/ and the last one from the page of ministry of

transport_https://www.facebook.com/Ministry.of. Transport.Ethiopia/ posted on September 29.

In addition to presenting news as their own, LTV most of the time do not indicate who report

news items even when the news can be recognized that is done by the in-house reporter. This

is hiding themselves from accountability and responsibility.
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CHAPTER FIVE
5. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Introduction

This chapter is the last part of this study, it consists the major findings, conclusion of the study
which are derived from the qualitative content analysis and the recommendation of the study to
improve the problems this study finds out.

5.2 Major Findings

As indicated previously, the aim of this study is to assess the level of quality professional
practice of journalism in the Ethiopian media, focusing on two television stations. Ethiopian
Broadcasting Corporation (EBC) and LTV are the focus of this study and one month evening
news presented by both media houses taken as a sample of this study. In doing so this study

employed qualitative content analysis method and discover the following major findings.

Regarding news coverage both media houses attempts noticeable bias when we came to the
issues and areas covered by the media houses. Some issues and areas get more frequent coverage
than the others. Frequency of news media attention to a topic raises individuals' awareness of
that topic and the level of social importance they attribute to it (Sonja L. Myhre.et.al, P.172,
2002).

News treatment of the selected media stations both media stations prefer straight news treatment
EBC from the total sample of news items which is 228, within one month, presents 126 straight
news items and also LTV presents 72 news items of this type from the total 114 news items.

There are a very few of in-depth and interpretative news and none were investigative.

Journalists and media houses are responsible for covering issues which affects the advantage of
the public; have a watchdog role towards the power practiced by authorities, wrong doings by the
government and anyone for the good of the citizens. LTV during the time framework has present

no news item which has watchdog role. LTV reports events and happenings.
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Nevertheless, the number is below the expectation as a mainstream media, there are stories
reported by EBC which shows the society’s problems and things which need solutions by the
government officials from all sides of the country. But they are not full enough to say they are
fulfilling. It is not only providing the existing problem but also asking the concerned organ who
caused or responsible for the problem to happen, and going to the extent until it give the exact
answer and brings solution is needed. Otherwise, it will be just for show and for the sake of

simplicity.

The focus media houses of this study, even if there is slice difference among the two, both EBC
and LTV cannot be said independent by their news sources, because their main source of news
are different government organization communication offices. This means as far as they collect
news directly from government and other institutions, these media stations are open for any
political and other influence by default. EBC has better number of news stories done by in-house
reporters than LTV, if the reporters collect information from the officials there is a chance for
them to handle as appropriate for the society. LTV on the other side presents only 13 news items

which are done by the in-house reporters.

According to McQuail (1994) states social responsibility model, emphasizes that the media have
obligations to society. The news media should be truthful, accurate, fair and objective (to the
extent that objectivity is attainable).The journalist is supposed to give their audience an honest
pictures of the event in balanced way. Most of the news items analysized from both media are

subjective to one side by not covering stories from other side.

News items from both media stations has that un professional way of reporting which is Lack of
truthfulness ,adding the journalist belief and opinion ,omission of news stories which has a great

value for the society and the like.

The other unprofessional practice seen during the analysis of news items from LTV is
plagiarism. Most news items taken as a sample for this study from LTV are presented without
any source of the news. Even if the researcher finds out some of the news stories are taken from
the other organizations Facebook pages the media house does not indicate the sources of those

news stories while presenting the reports.
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5.3 Conclusions

From the finding of the study the researcher has concluded the following points:-

News selection from both media houses largely focus on the activities done by the federal ruling
classes like the Prime Minister, President, and different Ministers offices. The finding shows that
there are biases on news selection of media station, from issue to area covered by both LTV and
EBC news productions. Some regions of the country get frequent coverage while the others have
any; same events and issues get more coverage beyond necessary, when others hasn’t told none

about it.

Both media stations use government communication offices as their main news sources, this does
not only makes the television channels news production not being able to be independent from
those they cover , but also it makes them to report the achievements and success stories done by
government offices which is very subjective and unethical. According to the analysis of news
productions, these media houses are more interested on treating their news item by straight news
treatment type. This treatment type is not advisable for any media house because of its fragile
characteristic, it cannot produce news items in a well-researched and organized manner and it is
less advantageous to the public. The media houses also produce the news items by in-depth and
interpretive news treatment type which are few in number, nevertheless there was no any news

item done by investigative news treatment type.

Social responsibility theory of the media which is one of the frameworks of this study requires
the media to be a watchdog to monitor those who have political, economic and other powers and
to safeguard the community freely but responsibly. Concerning this, EBC produce some news
items which has such type, even if there are very few in number and has not fulfill the essential
level of professionality. LTV has produce no news item which is either investigative or has
watchdog role. The analysis of this study shows that LTV has lag from working for the
advantage of the society regarding meeting its public service role. On the contrary, it is reporting
the success stories of government and non-governmental institutions as they sent from their
communication offices. For example “Oromia Regional Communication Bureau announced that
the Iracha holiday will be celebrated successfully by various events in Addis Ababa.”(LTV,
September 17, 2019)
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News broadcasted by EBC, attempts to produce news items which looks public servants, present
the problem of society which needs solution from the government side and things planned but
failed to do and others. According to the findings of this study, these news items don’t go beyond
showing the problems occurs for the audience, nevertheless no any solution from the concerned
authority on any of the news items. According to Kovach and Rosenstiel (2014, p. 638) this
implies that we can expect that power will not be frittered away on minor or pseudo scandals
such as safe levels of bacteria in frozen yogurt or harmless amounts of dirt in hotel bedding.
From these, the researcher concludes that EBC does not present those news items in order to
meets its responsibility of watchdog role rather it’s just for show that it’s doing that way (can be

taken as Factoid).

As indicated in the previous chapter LTV news production has very unethical and unprofessional
elements like plagiarism (Plagiarism is not expected to happen at this level) subjectivity, from
this the researcher concludes that there is a poor level of journalistic professionality in LTV. For
instance, news Bulletin taken from the government communication office official facebook

pages and broadcasting without mentioning the source.

Indeed there are some attempts to work under the principles and ethics of journalism; generally
it’s possible to conclude that EBC and LTV are not practicing professional journalism as per

different scholars’ criteria of the principles and element of journalism.
5.4 Recommendations
Based on the findings and conclusion this research gives the following recommendations:-

e Following basic professional principles and elements of journalism is a zero option.
Improving the capacity of journalists and editors is the main tool to do so. Consequently
both media station should work on capacity building of journalists and editors in the news
room, on the principles and elements of journalism. From long time education to on job
training is the major solution recommended.

e As far as this media stations are national television stations and broadcasted for audiences

in all over the country, they must review their news coverage among area and issue in
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order to include all corner of the country and issues which highly consider all the citizens
of Ethiopia at nearly equal level.

e As stated previously, broadcasting news items from government communication offices
make the media house to be subjective and dependent .In country like Ethiopia which has
different nations and nationalities and more than 110 million citizens, there cannot be
deficiency of news if the journalists have that good nose to smell like a dog. Thus than
taking news items from government communication departments and present it as it is,
journalists should look there surrounding to produce news item which is relevant to the
audience. Likewise, the news room also has to encourage and give a chance for
journalists to bring more relevant and approximate news bulletins to the people by their
own.

e Regarding investigative news and watch dog role a lot is expected from both media
stations. LTV has to evaluate their news broadcasting depending on this study and other
studies and start to do news items which meet their public service and social
responsibility as long as their aim is to create a better life for the society. EBC on the
other hand taking in to consideration the problems analyzed on this research should
improve their news bulletins as indicated by Kovach and Rosenstiel (2014, p. 639) news
organizations should focus their time and resources on major issues, unexpected
scoundrels, and new perils. To matter, those who lay claim to the mantle of a free press

should also focus on questions that matter.

5.5 Implications for next studies

Ethiopian journalism practice is an area which needs a lot of researcher’s attention. The finding
of this study shows that the journalistic professional practices in Ethiopian television news
productions (EBC and LTV in focus) has problems and the level of professionality is low. Next

studies will help the growth of professional journalism if they focus on:-

v' The internal and external factors which are dragging back the professionality of news

production in Ethiopian media stations.
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v' The effect of the academic background of journalists on the news productions in
particular and journalistic practice in general. Because, going through journalism
education can matter a lot on following journalistic elements and practices.

v" Interest of government on the news production especially on government owned media

stations.
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1, ...0074F% PoBss 4+ 0% (44 @OT PR} Po% 7% NCHhTPA: 903 P4IP

aBI0 198° AL ANLT PLAT (@D vt AAIPRIP 7.841 apd LFANz 4,56

A TATIP (1P} GAD 7 AF NP USA= W1 PoHA vt NhGE AI° MPPTF: 79§

PUHAD L7 NYFovF TEPPFE  AILUIP PAPC (97 7HFA NEALH? Nt

PEN7I° HATII° P o £.9€ (ofgt 46 8750 Lv? A2E ho¥w tr 9700

A29C oH? L9970 Y 170, AATr? AHPT P1uk H702725 94 Aonhhtrt

o g 0, PT0% NP1 N77pE0 A 2Lohshs P £7dan:= (\Walelegne, 2018)

2,

AAATPEP  IHBIOFT 4 @DEII° IBMF A9 e PI%AT @D vdt  FIUTF

L7 PIIN: 1 AIRTDFIC WY 147 PTHIEND 4G A4S0 T8 EPTF P79 FQFw-P 757

045 BF 047 Ado 77 7 w: : (maregu, 2003)

3, List of universities in Ethiopia and their programs which teaches journalism

No. | Name of the | name of the | Level of the degree given by the school
university school/department which | Bachelor Masters of Arts | Doctor of
teaches journalism degree(BA) (MA Philosophy
(PHD)
1 Addis Ababa | Journalism and v Multimedia PhD in
university Communication (Broadcast Journalism Media and
Journalism) Fommunicat
on
Studies
2 Journalism and v Broadcast Media
Communication (Print and Journalism
Web Journalism)
3 Adigrat Journalism & v - -
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university

communication

4 Axum university | Journalism and -
Communication
5 Ambo University | Journalism & -
Communication
6 Asosa University | Journalism and -
Communication
7 Baherdar Journalism and Media and
University Communications Communications
8 Danbi dolo | Journalism and -
University Communication
9 debrebrehan Journalism &
University Communication
10 | Debremarkos Journalism
University
11 | Dilla University | Journalism &
Communication
12 | Hawassa Journalism and
University Communication
13 | Haromaya Journalism and Mass
University Communication
14 | Jigliga Journalism &
University Communication
15 | Jimma Media Studies
University
16 | MedaWelabu Journalism &
University Communication
17 | Mekele Journalism &
University Communication
18 | Gondar Journalism and v
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University Communication

19 | Welega Journalism and
University communication

20 | Wollo Journalism and
University Communication
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4. List of news items presented by EBC and LTV during the time framework of this study

Table 1:-news from EBC

+& | PHSG Chn e o e+
e tAALOT
¢
1 Y1C Adé 2 FIVCHS oS PTF AETA P 10 hed %P &S Omit? 84 h 841 an e g2 atet 1S
2 NHG ¢ ayolqt FETFHT (NN AS 9 Adty OF 1A ATHPDC A7 SFA HCHC atetE +HDE afhe 9o 2 AT &TH 1S
3 AP0 MPT NALTALAA L T N6 ¢ FNAFOTFIFTTF Aavthd ¢ YT A7 &1 16 FONC Omd ok TN P Y @ annl9° 2 A FC TSN

Y167 PhlTAL 4T ATNLA AP FLLT PADT Lt A% AL NCh I AdTAL P77 HONC WA RO Fao-
ANQOPT LV LOA Ted- A8 1 D380 L AHY P AFCALOPT AP ATR09C LAPNHY ANAMLYT Pé ¢ Vrt At
LAAT AT HUTY TAPTF A Fht AP LThANQFPA: :

oen A21: -(0e0 ANC) NALTAL AN G 7 Z700°TF7 hG ahAh PTF7T afC AT AFCAL DT AT CFT NHY
Ted- AL AACLPA: 1 QU LAPKITAL @PT aorOANLTT 7 APTR FOAL P T ALNT AT % PAhT LUTA: :

OHY ORAA téé hFTEL @7 (106 Noary 870 O © “Wr FAPTT ThADALTALANLTFOT AACLPA: © 9.0
ATERE 0T ¢ HNATFORT HY TIAFTF AR FOAL oFANCT ATFLOT AT AN FShPL W 0A@-LIPTA: : ¢ J4h
Y& ¢ Prt At Neh N&C A7LTHY ALY T M HNNC A4 NPT AR OLT AHO% T+ 87 ZF@% ¢ avk00(
AVAT AG 0 26 hOwP T A792 M hé AR ATFA hoaPr®0d1 C Hovy +0,04 A ¢ NPaTFOT ¢ 7K 4 2 0 Fo-
avy ) &F GFD-RA k-t

080 A22: -A2P @97 NHLTPPPT AT ATY NATST? NHLIT & T aRaWop 1 7RY1C APLBNCT NE LT NG
AT TFADHA FADE WA hh T AT ALATTIP AT AAT TN FAAG AT TANT TAP APIPLTCAGTA: ¢
AAHY OF7 +0A £ 32 @1 1C 0ATL O 0AA NTHA P P7A07 PAAM N 1 @ : vA+F £99° government
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to people relationship NP AT® A &1 AG 977 Lhd aR VPP AA £ TNDF € 95 0T 1 @ TPy SFAA: :

NHY OHAA LN 6 A MO +90CF AT4AATS PO AT20T TR AL ATOAL 17 AT T hohorp
A79C 76 ATRA@P TWNER ALTN AATR PT 27 AT i :

0e0 A73: -hPT878FT PO ATAMNT ANCT AA ADTN+ 1 @9h7 - hs NFRT NTNAALCADT LT
TAAD ¢ PR APT N 2C ANLD AOMND 6 ATALDANF AL ATLCAAT: : L8P T4 087 TFAN AT TANT
TN T O FAR 11C LAPNT 1P FARDPT AL @RTIPNY 1 4P FAAP ALTSPT AL N0¢- 0 av A 37 YLt
PATZAT ATANG AS NTOAL ¢ 200 ALY+ ATAFCNTPPLLCAASTA: 1 © PLaVF AOPFTFT LUT O CtH@-
AMNLPAHGO SO T1C AH NOAT AR OTPLE NOAT AADAAN INT 279017 1AT A &A LAAPA: :

F8R KLY 1C PHOTT AT HVUY oM NF 36 0F ATNAT AG ¢ FNONC 9% 4.0 hH IBF (\ &PTF OPF QUA b7 BUP7
NA7L NN AG (AT LY T P PAPA ICHAL AN DA TU-SFA AT 0 AT PTF 2617 Cuik: -

e h72: -PAARTF FAAP “NNF 09D Q7 PG I Haoy ABTAPT s : (Y 8972 (1 &t DAT 12 A ND-
TP AETAPT A 1 ART AT € ORAGET ARYT T £ TR PAFT ¢ TNANME oM P AT © NN FTT A AET 4PT
At A1 HY OLNGFOHavy Aauart @ 96 L CT 0% A7 P S0 0 oY -tk 7 FF AennhF §Fo: 1 ATHYY 2 3T
AannnAF AP FMTAOCATL AT CHABF NP 071 F O NNt ALLAPAVA AL LLAT DNTLL T @ :

o0 A7 3: -UATTONATE LH o3P 99RL AT TA: : AP T8T8TT 0201714 024068 P AFIPY1C

T EPT N9 0N 0+ 0A7LT T NNAS OATLT T 404 11C ATEMC L 9® 1 AA7T7 ATE NOATHY? L0 0T
NALYT ORTIPRPLALAT @AY (A+FPC ATLIAANNAINALLCAPATLIWNLAN T FAP LLT o
SFAA: :

NA7LE70C h3009N&7 NAL FAFTT FhA@? +NNCT Omt AAAP AR AT LU AL 0P 7 ANSFFD-
LUTT QUA TWZNA LoAPPMR ¢ (L O FDLUTA: :

P AP AL NP &88H & 8415 havkT hPhNL 1 -

annd g2

AT &TH BS
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5 NFeG AP +N%L CADVCHEANTFC ADL CAL P AATRL AG ¢ FeG AAY NPT 4T At A791 6 FALNT £ 4V anns 9o 2 AT &TH HS
afry A FPF 106

6 NA% hAA Q9% TP Y 012012 08+ Aok N90 L NA L ATW'r OTHAF © (1é- h &N ATEMC 02 &F PHE ANTRLC | aemhl 902 A7 &TH RS
A0 JoP

7 ASTIALCT NahADA AG A9 ET A7 8mOP © T A h? NSO aPr T ACT NAA PPN AP HY ACH anns 9o 2 A7 &TH RS
ALCT 161 4

8 PYPA NIy AAYS LUTTF NhaN® NPG PS 40T AL 12012 thdt TAPF AT LN 99 AN 18 L4 anhc 9o 2 O tet S
A0 JoP

9 PAGSN PY TR AQPT NG (VP L0 (87 ZAENTETF AT LT T a0t IMNLIOF NPT 1 L0 A DT A8LLCTT | amihl 9P 2 O+t BE
haan

10 Y16k Nah T HC4 2 9231 TO% © DRI 7 H & 17N L ? 9211 TO% ¢ Dend®7H S AN L (HC 4 Fhd+ ot AS anhi9e 3 O+t BE
NP7t oM et AT LW ALAT TT1A2
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+1 5 +PA
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S99 Th AN AG TRC AT0A FIVCT LPTIPP TINPA P HAC +LCA: =

13 N7 Pa Nt 7hs Anane oL 70 ? 7 APTF NnAe N3 +TLH O VIS AC8F FLCTAFPA: : FaWPFE 180 afhl 9P 3 A7 &TH RS
AHSE Y9G FOF has 008 NFFOP tan - AP? S PE NYPA A8 mS AL ONHHICDAL “Rhd vhs
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