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Abstract 

This study is devised to assess the effects of conflict triggered displacements on human security 

of Sululta relocated people as a result of conflict between Oromo and Somali. This work tends to 

answer the following research questions; what are the effects of conflict triggered displacements 

on human security of the sufferers and possible prospective measures to be taken. In this 

investigation qualitative research design is mainly employed to collect, analyze and interpret 

data from purposively designed sample populations. Interview, FGD and secondary data 

analysis are the major instruments of data collections from both primary and secondary sources. 

The major findings reveals that conflict triggered displacement undermines human security 

aspects of the victims. Thus, they are marginalized from the socio political, economic, 

environmental, and psychological and other cultural as well decision making on factors affecting 

their life due to conflict. Relocation of people from lowland ecological areas to highland 

ecological areas by itself results in ecological security crisis. The process of resettlement in this 

context poorly conceived the needs of the victims. Hence, the study recommends that relocation 

process should consider the needs of the victims. The research further acclaims scholarly 

research and innovative policy measures that promote peace.  

Key words: human security, conflict, displacement, relocation 
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CHAPTER ONE 

 INTRODUCTION  

1.1. Background of the Study 

Conflict refers to incompatibility or differences in goals, views, and methods of goal attainment 

with in community in particular and the society in general. Scholars on the field agree that it is 

inherent to human nature. Conflict cannot be fully avoided but we can devise methods and 

strategies in to which conflict can be played out with minimum destructive consequences. This 

implies that conflict by its nature is neither destructive nor constructive and its outcome is 

dependent on the way we react towards it (Jeong, 2008). 

Irrespective of the difference in resource, population size and primordial nature conflict always 

exists in any society both developed and developing countries. However, manner in which 

people react and manage conflict varies from place to place. Though it frequently affects least 

developed countries, Conflict is neither exclusively of the capitalist nor entirely of the socialist 

position (Bannon and Collier, 2003). 

There exist a scholarly debate on the field, on role of natural resource and level of development 

in causing and escalating conflict (Jeong, 2008). There are scholars who argue that countries 

with low level of development are more prone to both inter- state and intra state conflicts 

particularly Horn of Africa and other least developed countries of Asia mainly the Middle East 

and Latin American countries. Other scholars argue to the counterpart  claiming  that natural 

resources abundance  have more direct relationships with conflict (Casco, 2013).  

Intellectuals associate conflicts with diversity forwarding two predominant contending views.  

Some argue diversity does not necessarily lead to conflict. They claim that there are countries 

with diversified primordial features remain relatively peaceful while others with less diversified 

population fall into conflict (Markakis, 1996). According to these scholars one of the reasons for 

conflicts is related to failure of good governance and political system accommodation of 

divergent interests. Accordingly diversity is not the driving force of conflicts but could be used 

as a lever by politicians to mobilize supporters in pursuit of power and wealth (Markakis, 1996).  
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On the other side of the argument, scholars strongly emphasize ethnically, linguistically and 

religiously divergent societies are more prone to conflict than homogeneous societies (Yirga, 

2013).  

Though the concept of conflict lacks common agreement, most scholars share common 

understanding that conflict occurs when a set of factors and conditions converge. This include: 

structural crisis, institutional factors that pave ways for violence, competition over resources, and 

elite competition to control state power (Markakis, 1996). In most contexts instantaneous 

convergence of causes of conflicts not only contribute to the occurrence of violence but also 

make violence more protracted.   

Africa in general and Ethiopia in particular is not exceptional from aforementioned convergent 

root causes of conflict. Most of the African conflicts are initiated and aggravated by internal 

economic and political crisis. External intervention also plays a significant role on causing and 

escalating most African conflicts (Berekeab, 2013).  Such conflicts are often accompanied by 

gross human rights violations, like genocide, crimes against humanity, economic decline, state 

failure, environmental problems, refugee flows, and tremendous suffering on human security 

(Zadeh, 2010). 

Ethiopia suffered from violent and nonviolent forms of both intra state and interstate conflicts 

and furthermore, its modern history is characterized by prevalent conflicts (Zewde, 1991). This 

leads to displacement of civilians and loss of life. During successive regimes the popular quest 

for change precipitated the brutality of the regimes which brought about death and migration of 

intellectuals (Zewde, 1991). Recently, border claims, competition over resource resulted in large 

number of displacements in the country. Among these the conflict that happened between the 

adjacent Oromo and Somali ethnic groups resulted in largest number of displacement (Magarsa 

and Bayisa , 2010).   

Historically, both Oromo and Somalis as neighboring ethnic communities have long lasting 

relationships. Both are Cushitic language speaking people. Both were key players in the 16th 

century political and socioeconomic movements that contributed to the inaugurations of 

ethnically pioneered identity politics.  Both share similar cultural and socio-economic history 

(Assefa, 2019).  
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Gradually relations of the neighboring communities changed to another sort of relation which is 

conflictual. It was identified that several causes such as competition over scarce resources, 

boarder claims, lack of good governance, crimes along the boarders, proliferation of small arms 

and ammunitions are the main instigator of the conflict (Magarsa and Bayisa , 2010).  

The main immediate structural causes that drive conflicts in the regions can be generalized in 

political economic and Environmental concerns and socio- cultural concerns (Richard and Gezu , 

2011). Local politicians also instigate inter-ethnic conflicts in the regions. This deliberate act 

leads to failure to identify and apprehend violent individuals who complicit inter-ethnic violence. 

This encourages revenge attacks and makes conflict more protracted (Magarsa and Bayisa , 

2010). 

Protracted conflict on the other hand, resulted in large number people displacement in Ethiopia. 

As of January 2019, in late 2018 largest, violence in Somali Regions of Ethiopia displaced 

people and destroyed civilian infrastructures. Meanwhile, the IOM DTM in November 2017 

indicates that around 1 million persons have been displaced due to conflict along the Oromia-

Somali regional border (USAID, 2019). 

The conflict IDPs are settled in close to 400 sites along the border areas and in major towns or 

villages across Oromia, Somali, Harar regions, and Dire Dawa and Addis Ababa cities. Most of 

these IDPôs are Oromos, with most of the largest sites being located in major towns around 

Addis Ababa (2,500), Dire Dawa (4,700), Harar (4,500), Adama (3,100), Chiro (4,700). Some 

4,000 Somali IDPs are also located temporarily in a youth recreation center in Dire Dawa 

(OCHA and NDRMC, 2018). 

Most Oromia and Somali regions incidents resulted in large number displacement according to 

Ethiopia State of Emergency Command Post and UNHCR Kenya, 23/03 and 19/03) cited in 

(OCHA(a), 2018).This situations of displacement resulted in violation of human right, loss of 

life, economic destruction and displacement of people, disruption of social networks generally 

destabilized human security of the victims (NDRMC, 2019) 
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To respond this problem the government attempted different programs of voluntary repatriation 

to the areas of origin. Some of the displaced persons returned home as a result of government 

coordinated reconciliation between the communities. In addition, government hosted 

resettlement and integration with multitude population of their state. As a result of government 

and other stakeholderôs effort for the rehabilitation of internally displaced people, about 14000 

households were settled in 12 towns in Oromia region including Sululta (OCHA, 2018). 

 In resettlement sites, relocated people may face some difficult which might be observed from 

human security dimensions especially on displaced households as a result of conflict. In 

principle, human security has seven aspects. These include-: economic security, food security, 

physical security, political security, community security, environmental security and health 

security. These components were inquired in this work. The study examined the effects of 

conflict triggered displacements on human security of displaced people in Ethiopia by taking the 

case Oromo-Somali conflict triggered settlers in Sululta town since 2017.  

1.2. Problem Statement  

Conflict is inevitable in any society across the world both developed and developing, countries 

are exposed to conflict of any kind no matter how much they are resourceful and capable of 

taking preventive measures (Jeong, 2008). Although it differ in magnitude of damage it cause, 

scholars agree that violent and prolonged conflict undermines socio-economic and political life 

of communities. Violent conflicts result in displacement of the communities in conflict in 

particular.  

In Ethiopia different studies are done on development induced displacements and consequent 

socio-economic crisis (Maru, 2017). For instance, Gebre Yntiso (2008) Urban Development and 

Displacement in Addis Ababa: The Impact of Resettlement Projects on Low-Income 

Households; numerous of those low income households who had been displaced by urbanization 

process and left without adequate compensation. The process of relocating people to new 

resettlement sites had been disrupted their business activities, interrupted their social networks 

and relations. Displacement also forced them to live in new ecological environment and pay high 

transportation costs. Many displaced households settled where there is low infrastructure 

development. They also encountered problems related to water, sanitation, education, and 
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healthcare. They were left without other economic opportunities that can replace their lost 

business activities. Therefore, they have the propensity to be poor and fall in economic crisis. 

(Yntiso, 2008).  

Kasa Belay (2004) in his work ñResettlement of Peasants in Ethiopiaò The emergency 

resettlement program did not pay due attention to every people who are cause and victims of the 

environmental degradation and the consequences of the program on both environment and host 

populationò. Appropriate plan and adequate financial asset is required to undertake the program 

(Belay, 2004, p. 223). 

Bahigu Habte and Yun Jin Kwoen (2018): Addressing internal displacement in Ethiopia: 

resource conflicts and boarders claims accounts for the robust share of internal displacement in 

the country.  In Ethiopia, Somali regions which boarder Oromia and Somalian state contribute 

for the great share of the conflict lead displacement in Ethiopia. This is due to lack of 

comprehensive principle and guide for internal displacement ( Habte and kwoen, 2018). Large  

effort is excerted on studying social caues and consequences, enviromental impacts of 

displacements as well as national and regional effort to mitigate the internal displecement in 

Ethiopia ( Habte and kwoen, 2018). 

However,the situation continued affecting communities in the country. Similarly, relocated 

people as a result of Oromo-Somali conflict in Sululta may encounter diversified socio-economic 

problems that affect their lives (Mohamad, 2018). Contrary to the life in the areas of their origin, 

indigenous culture, language, religion and job, the dislocated people are forced to live in areas in 

which they do not already inhabited. They join new culture, religion and social make up. Besides 

alienation from their homeland, children may be highly affected by environmental challenges. 

They are forced to live in new climate condition.  

In general, conflict triggered displacements embarrasses human security and issues associated 

with human security. The researcher needs to explain how such problems affect human security 

components of displaced people. The long standing position of displaced people is how to pursue 

common broadest public interests and rehabilitation of their human security on a more solid base 

(Nissan, 2017). Thus, this thesis found a gap on assesing the effects of conflict induced 
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displacement and reestablishment the affected communities based on the case study.This study  

intends to explore how components of human security are affected by effects of displacement. 

Research Questions 

 The study attempted to answer the following research questions: 

1. What were the causes that displaced the case study population? 

2. How did the relocation of displaced people undertaken? 

3. What are the effects of resettlement of people from lowland ecological area into highland 

areas on human security? 

4. What are human security difficulties of displaced people in resettlement sites based on 

the case study?  

5. What prospective measures could be considered to solve the problems?  

1.3. Objectives of the Study 

The study has both general and specific objectives. 

1.3.1. General Objective 

The general objective of the study is to find out the effects of conflict triggered displacement on 

human security of the affected persons based on the case study.  

1.3.2. Specific Objectives 

1. To explore the causes that forced the displacement of the case study population. 

2. To indicate supports provide during relocation process of displaced people? 

3. To explore influence of environmental change on human security of displaced people 

based on the case study. 

4. To analyze the effects of conflict triggered displacement on human security and 

associated challenges in settlement sites. 

5. To familiarize context based strategies to overcome the identified problems.  
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1.4. Significance of the Study 

This study supports users in various ways; it gives insights to policy makers to take effective 

policy measures, it provides essential information for peace operations in the regions, it also 

provides information to researchers. Hence, it lays foundation for further studies. By 

explaining effects of conflict triggered displacements on human security, the study helps 

concerned authorities and stake holders adopt strategic solutions.  

1.5. Scope of the Study 

The study is limited to study effects of conflict induced displacement on relocated people in 

Sululta town since 2017 resettled by Oromo Somali conflicts.  The study only investigates the 

settlersô human security and associated issues. As the main purpose of the research is to identify 

effects of conflict caused displacements, the area of study is limited to identifying human 

security problems of displaced people. This work focuses on the displaced persons relocation and 

their human security on the basis of the case study. 

1.6. Limitation of the Study 

Covid-19 epidemic, Time ,finance, were the major constraints in this study however using 

innovative method of online communication with advisor and some facilitators, phone call with 

some study populations, transferring time of break  for this thesis, and  effective  use of resource 

as well reducing frequency of travel by using phone.  

1.7. Operational Definitions 

For the purpose of the study, the researcher had used the contextualized definitions of terms and 

phrases as elaborated below. 

V Conflict :  an active disagreement between people with opposing opinions or principles 

and/or actual fighting between two or more groups of people (Miller, 2005) 

V Displacements caused by conflict: situation in which people leave their homes to escape 

conflict.    
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V Human security: defined as protection of fundamental freedoms definition drawn based on 

(UNDP, 1994) (OCHA, 2018). In the human security definition of UNDP and office for 

coordination of humanitarian affairs, seven aspects of human security are incorporated. 

V Economic security:-it insure basic income employment and access to social safety net. 

V Food security:-access to basic nutrition and food supply. 

V Health security:-access to safe water, health services, prevention of diseases. 

V Environmental security:-associated with ecological and temperature conditions. 

V Community security:-conservation of traditional and cultures, languages and community 

held values. 

V Political security:-includes protection of state repression such as freedom of press, freedom 

of speech and freedom of voting. 

V Personal security:-protection of humans from physical violence of the state and other 

entity. 

1.8. Organization of the Study 

The study is organized into five chapters. The first chapter introduces issues related to conflict, 

displacement and its effects, problem statement, research questions, objectives, significance 

scope and limitations and operational definitions of terms based on the case study. The second 

chapter concentrates on explaining conflict, displacements, and aspects of human security and 

effects of conflict triggered displacements on human security based on secondary sources. The 

third chapter focuses on research methodology. The forth chapter deals with the findings, 

analysis and interpretations. The first part of this chapter concentrates on causes of displacement 

and the second part explains relocation process based on the case study. The third part of this 

chapter examines effects of conflict triggered displacements on human security aspects based on 

the case study. The final chapter concludes the findings of the study and recommends 

prospective solutions concerning the case.  
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CHAPTER TWO  

REVIEW OF LITERATURE  

In order to analyze this study, relevant literature is reviewed. The subject of this study focuses on 

examination of effects of conflict triggered displacements on human security. For the 

convenience of the study, this section is divided into four parts. The first part covers about the 

notions of conflict and conflict triggered displacements, trends of conflict triggered 

displacements, consequences of conflict triggered displacements, conflict triggered displaced 

persons, resettlement and the needs of relocated persons. The second part in the section 

discourses about notions of human security, aspects of human security and threats of human 

security. The third part in this section focuses on effects of conflict triggered displacements on 

human security of affected persons. The forth part in this section designates theoretical 

framework of the study. 

2.1. Conflict  

In the broader concept, Conflict is associated with the beginning of human history and will 

probably never end. Conflict refers to confrontation between one or more parties aspiring 

towards incompatible or competitive objectives or needs (Jeong, 2008).Conflict is referred as 

discordant interactions between at least two actors, whereby one of the actors face damage, and 

the other actor causes this damage intentionally or whereby both of the parties encounter 

damage. It is a social situation in which at least two parties antagonistically pursue mismatched 

goals at the same time. In most contexts a relation between two or more parties who have, or 

think they have, incompatible goals leads to conflict (Bannon and Collier, 2003). 

Conflict as it is innate to human nature and its variety in nature is also caused by various and 

multiple reasons so that in some cases additional causes make it a more protracted and 

devastating one. Most conflicts are instigated by value differences and power discrepancies. 

Misperceptions and miscommunications between individuals and groups also play an important 

role in the evolution of confrontations (Jeong, 2008). Even though conflict may originate from 

economic and other material causes, it can be quickly expanded to identity differences that 

precipitate to escalation (Jeong, 2008). 
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In most complex conflicts, varieties of issues, such as the availability of resources and basic 

human needs, are interrelated with each other. Substantive issues of conflict can be tied to a 

range of contested objects like wealth, power, and prestige and preservation of their favorable 

conditions (Jeong, 2008). Moreover, reasons for conflict may be based on feelings of 

marginalization, injustice, and inequity and irreconcilable interests of the parties. A challenge to 

weak governance and rise of the quest for self-rule lead to conflict when the expectations of the 

groups are not met in a given social structure (Mohamad, 2018). 

In Africa most conflicts are caused by competition over scarce water and grasslands as well as 

disputes over administrative boundaries (Alemayehu, 2010). Grievance caused by lack of good 

governance also results in the emergence of disputes between/among groups. Interpretation that 

involves two extremes seemingly cause grievance between the perception that there are 

historically advantageous and disadvantageous groups (Mohamad, 2018). Whatever the cause is 

there it is difficult to judge good results of conflict in the context of violence. Mostly, violence 

involves the forced movement of people which is referred as conflict induced displacement or 

CID (Maru, 2017).  

2.1.1.  Conflict Triggered Displacements 

Conflict is devastating because it involves material and human life destruction, alienation of 

people from their culture and disruption of social networks. In most protracted and violent cases 

conflict forces people leave their residences (Bradley, 2017).Violent conflict causes the 

marginalization of people from socio-political life and economic activities. Consequently, 

displacement results in homelessness, joblessness and leads to financial and social crisis 

(Dejesus, 2018).  

Following displacement people are forced to resettle in other areas either through government 

facilitation or on their own. Resettlement as a response to socio-economic problems requires 

rehabilitation and protection of displaced people (Azar, 2016). However, due to lack high 

attention and legal framework that guide internal displacement the majorities of displaced people 

face economic, cultural, ecological, health, and food, physical and political difficulties (Azar, 

2016) 
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2.1.2. Trends of Conflict Triggered Displacements 

Conflict triggered displacement occurs throughout the world. Millions of people each year are 

forced to leave their homes due to armed conflict like organized war, terrorism and interethnic 

conflicts (Assefa, 2019).  

In Africa due to interstate and intrastate conflict caused by competition over resource and power 

as well as civil war, large number of people were displaced from their homelands. The Rwanda 

genocide, Burundi and south Sudan crisis are typical examples where large numbers of conflict 

triggered displacements were recorded. 

Ethiopia also suffers from long-standing conflicts driven by ethnic motives, competition for 

scarce resources, disputed borders, limited social services, infrastructure, and lack of good 

governance (Assefa, 2019). Inter-communal violence has in recent years resulted in the 

displacement millions of people. Internal displacement is caused by conflict between the 

government and opposing armed groups, disputed borders, and competition over scarce water. 

The conflict between the government army and rebel groups forced many people leave their 

areas of residences (IDMc, 2018). 

Due to the border conflict between Ethiopia and Eritrea the war went on May 1998 and June 

2000. As a result of this war 360,000 people were displaced of which 330000 persons from 

Tigray regions and 30000 from Afar regions (iDMC(C), 2006) 

In October 2008,100,000 people were displaced due to the conflict over the disputed land of 

Filtu and Hudet between the Oromo and the Somali. Similarly, in 2009 about 160000 people 

were driven from their residences as a result of conflict between the Garre of the Somali region 

and the Borena of Oromia region caused by border claims. In the year 2018 Ethiopia experienced 

the highest number of internal conflict triggered displacement in the world (iDMC(d), 2019).the 

violence caused by scarce resource competition and ethnic tension between west Guji zone of 

oromia region and Gedeo zone of southern nations nationalities and peoples region, resulted in 

the displacement of more than one million people. In the year 2017, the Oromo Somali conflict 

induced displacement that began in 2016 continued and recorded new displacements. In the same 

year ethnic violence between Benishangul Gumuz, Oromo and Amara recorded about hundred 
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thousands of people displaced (iDMC(d), 2019) In general, large number conflict triggered 

displacements were recorded in Ethiopia throughout different periods. 

2.1.3. Effects of Conflict Triggered Displacement  

In the contemporary world violent conflict is devastating since it primarily caused by 

competition over resource and power which is likely to make conflict more protracted. The 

subsequent effects of conflict involves human life loss, resource destruction and displacement of 

persons, Mental suffering, the destruction of customary institutions, the forced abandoning of 

established modes of livelihood, and the collapse of social networks ( Christensen and Harild, 

2009). But unless serious efforts are made to ease the effects of these problems, and to help 

create new ways of sustaining relatively stable societies, things can be worse. Particularly in the 

absence of good governance effects of conflict and violence are more intensified especially in 

typical multiethnic and multicultural societies.  

Conflict triggered displacement has devastating social problems that affect not only the direct 

victims but also local/indigenous communities, host communities, the state, neighboring regions, 

natural and social ecologies (Berekeab, 2013). Displacement results in shocking consequences 

on the lives of the direct victims and their dependents. Even though the degree of its effect varies 

among different sections of the society, displacement generally affects the whole family of the 

direct victims (Dejesus, 2018). However, regarding its severity the effect is more intense on most 

vulnerable sections of the society such as children, women, disabled and elderly persons. In 

general, the effect of conflict triggered displacement has spillover effect on oneôs economic, 

social and political life (Dejesus, 2018) 

Conflict triggered Displacement disrupts the victims religion, cultural heritages, social life and 

traditional institutions, education, personal documentation, violate human rights and 

unanimously disrupt human security and the wellbeing of people. Conflict triggered internal 

displacement also limits peopleôs ability to contribute to economy and political participation 

(Alemayehu, 2010). This in turn forces internally displaced people depend on the government, 

the local community and the donors since post conflict society require humanitarian assistance 

and reconstruction. 
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Conflict triggered displacement is a phenomenon with multiple effects not only on its direct 

victims, but also affect the community of origin and local communities in the settlement areas, 

the state, neighboring regions and the natural as well as social ecology in general (Alemayehu, 

2010).  

Having realized that conflict generally undermines human security, high attention should be 

given from government, national and international organizations and policy actors at every level. 

However, responses from both national and international organizations are often undermining 

humanitarian interventions. There are also crucial issues which have been largely ignored, and 

which must become key aspects of sustainable assistance strategies for conflict affected 

communities. The rapid provision of food, shelter and medicines may be helpful, but hidden 

effects of social disorders need to be better understood in order to promote peace and more 

acceptable levels of wellbeing (Alemayehu, 2010). 

2.1.4. Conflict Triggered Internally Displaced Persons 

Conflict triggered displacement generally refers to the process by which people leave their 

residence, land in order to escape from torture, armed conflict, violence or war even in the 

contexts in which they do not take part. People who move in such situations and who cross an 

international border are referred to as ñrefugeesò, while those who remain within their country of 

origin are described as ñinternally displaced personsò (IDPs) ( Christensen and Harild, 2009).  

For the purpose of this study, the research does not examine the situation of people those who are 

commonly described as refugees but people that are displaced due to conflict and settled within 

their country of origin. For its consistency and relevance, this study centers on the principle that 

internally displaced persons shall enjoy full equality the same as non-displaced and local 

community, exercise the same right and freedoms as enshrined in the constitution and the laws of 

the country. In the areas of resettlement, these persons shall not be discriminated against the 

enjoyment of any socio-economic and political rights. This indicates that although IDPs are new 

in the areas of relocation, the government should consider the needs of both IDPs and local 

community based on the principle of non-discrimination ( Christensen and Harild, 2009). This 

enables the reinforcement of IDPs and local community needs and interests. 
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2.1.5. Resettlement and the Needs of Relocated Persons 

Resettlement is a strategy by which people are placed in different areas as a response to socio-

economic and political complications. Resettlement can be voluntary and involuntary based on 

the factors and situation in which resettlement is required. The former refers to the contexts in 

which displaced persons are convinced and receive compensation like in the cases of 

development induced displacements. In most trends persons who are displaced as a result of 

conflict that involves killings, massacre and resource destruction are relocated reluctantly. The 

movement of people in such situations contravenes human right principles that stipulate the 

freedom of movement and residence within the country (NUI, 2013). 

Alienation of people from their area of origin causes different social and economic problems on 

their livelihood. This is because the basis of their life is highly associated with the area of origin. 

Once people are displaced from their land they encounter different problems associated with life, 

such as economic problems, cultural problems, social problems as well as political problems. 

Human rights activists also criticize the alienation of local communities because of conflict. 

Article 17 of Universal Declaration of Human rights granted the right to property which 

everyone has the right to own alone or in association and no one shall be deprived of his 

property. 

Governments as an agent of state have to resettle and rehabilitate displaced people in 

resettlement areas since they left all what they have in the area of formerly in conflict. 

Undertaking and management of different development projects based on the needs of the settled 

people by focusing on projects those are appropriate to bring about multifaceted development in 

the area (Maru, 2017). Whatever the development project and infrastructure is required every 

type of displacement requires great attention from government and concerned organs at different 

levels. Compensation for lost properties is key element resettlement strategies. 

However, compensation alone does not ensure human security of the people. They should also 

receive clear choices about alternative land and survival strategies and sustainable job 

opportunities.  The Ethiopian constitution article 40(5) also recognizes the pastoral rights which are 

applicable to pastoral peoples (Maru, 2017). This right involves the right to cultivation and grazing as 

well as the right not to be displaced (Bayeh, 2014) 



   

15 

With reference to the constitution and international human rights norms and laws, the 

government should take reconciliatory measures like equitable support, relocation, rehabilitation 

as well as cultural conservation which is supported under article 41(9) FDRE constitution. This 

is the easier way that enables the government to promote the interests of local community and 

human rights of displaced persons simultaneously.  In addition, the government should work to 

create jobs that do not contain dispossession of peasants as well as pastoralists and city residents 

in the country. 

 In general, though there is lack of comprehensive framework to guide internal displacement in 

Ethiopia the issue of internal displacement requires dialogue and coordination of government and 

the warranting of the human security of displaced people (Maru, 2017). 

Ethiopia had experienced different resettlement strategies and processes as a response to 

socioeconomic problems (Rahmato, 2003).During the autocratic rule small number of people in 

the northern part settled in western Ethiopia and rift valley areas.  During the Derg large numbers 

of people were resettled in lowland areas in the country in which the majority of them were from 

northern highlands (Rahmato, 2003). Resettlement under the Derg was meant to solve 

community problems like food insecurity, relieve population problems of the vulnerable areas 

and ecological rehabilitation in the northern highlands (Rahmato, 2003).Due to the reason that 

the resettlement process was not well planned; settlers faced socioeconomic difficulties in the 

areas of relocation. In several contexts, some of the settlers lost their lives due to diseases and 

hunger.  

Following the Somali and Oromo conflict triggered displacements; the government has carried 

out a resettlement program as a means of solving the challenges that displaced households 

encounter. Among the areas of resettlement sululta is one of the destination sites where displaced 

households from the region are settled. 

2.2. Concepts of Human Security 

Besides the controversial nature of human security, academic scholars and policy community 

attempted to redefine and broaden the concept of human security (Endalachew, 2014). 

Traditionally, security focused on sovereignty and territorial integrity of state from external 

military threats. Unlike the traditional conception of security, the concept of human security 
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highly regards individuals as referent object of the security (Endalachew, 2014). This indicates 

that human security is about the security of persons rather than state. 

2.2.1. Aspects of Human Security  

The concept of human security is the extension of scholarsô conception of the areas of security 

which was based on military, political, economic, ecologic, and social areas of security. Due to 

the fact that human security is linked to individuals it touches every aspect of livelihood be it 

social, cultural and economic aspects. In contemporary human security issues, UNDP report of 

1994 definition integrated seven elements of human security issues that are highly associated 

with humans. 

2.2.1.1. Economic Security 

Economic security is measured in relation to individualôs income, employment and social 

wellbeing.  The source of income of persons either in single or household earned through work 

within a limited time annually or monthly in a continued frequency is a unit of economic security 

(FAO, 2008). Economic security crisis subsequently results from loss of employment and 

absence/reduction in income that assists the livelihoods of the families. Economic security crisis 

affects other aspects of human security and this in other ways affect political wellbeing and 

causes public security concerns (IDMC(a), 2018).  

2.2.1.2. Food Security 

In the notion of human security food security is concerned with requirement that every individual 

is able to access basic food items. Food security is the absence of risk related with the 

availability of adequate nutrition and freedom to use food (Sithole, 2011). Food security in a 

country can only be attained when all people have access to sufficient food at all times to meet 

their nutritional needs for a healthy and active life (FAO, 2008).From this definition four 

dimensions of food security are identified: Food availability, food access, food utilization and 

food systems stability (FAO, 2008).  

On the other hand, any factor that limits the availability, the financial capacity to purchase food 

items and barriers related with the right to use food lead to food insecurity ( Peng and Berry, 
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2018). Hence, reverse of food security is food insecurity that indicates lack of the availability, 

accessibility and absence of financial power to purchase food items.  

2.2.1.3. Health Security 

Health security indicates individualôs freedom from various diseases and debilitating illnesses as 

well as access to health care.  It is about guaranteeing a minimum of protection from diseases 

and unhealthy lifestyles. Threats to health security usually have a greater impact on those from 

poor families in rural areas, especially children. This is a result of malnutrition and inadequate 

access to healthcare, clean water and other basic services (Aldis, 2008). 

2.2.1.4. Ecological/ Environmental/ Security 

Environmental /ecological security deals with integrity of land, air and water, it focuses on 

protecting humans from dangers of both human and natural origins. The ecological security deals 

with natural dangers that affect the well beings of humansô environment. These include access to 

clean water, air pollution, or global warming caused by greenhouse gases (Acharya, 2001). On 

the other hand social environment can also affect environmental security of humans. It generally 

indicates protecting people from the short and long-term ravages of nature, man-made threats in 

nature, and deterioration of the natural environment (Acharya, 2001). 

2.2.1.5. Physical Security 

Physical security is about the protection individuals or people from crime and violence. It is 

protection from physical violence of the state and other entities. Terrorist act, civil war, tribal 

conflict and border conflict, natural disasters affect physical security of persons. This aspect of 

human security considers securing human life from state and non-state treats (UNDP, 1994). 

ñThe threats take several forms: Threat from the state (physical torture), Threats 

from other states (war), Threats from other groups of people (ethnic tension), 

Threats from individuals or gangs against other individuals or gangs (crime, 

street violence), Threats directed against women (rape, domestic violence), 

Threats directed at children based on their vulnerability and dependence (child 

abuse), Threats to self (suicide, drug useò (UNDP, 1994, p. 30) 
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2.2.1.6. Social/Community Security 

Community security is about cultural dignity and intercommunity peace within which an 

individual lives and grows. It refers to protection of people from the loss of traditional values, as 

well as ethnically-motivated violence. The conservation of cultural values and norms of the 

community is the concern of social security actors (Owens, 2011). 

2.2.1.7. Political Security  

Political security indicates protection of human life against human rights violation. It is related to 

the conservation of basic human rights, and aims to protect humans from political repression, 

torture, and mistreatment. The reverse of political security is political insecurity that involve 

mistreatment of human rights (Hasan, 2015).   

In general, the traditional view of security that put state at the center have incrementally 

challenged by new developments that regard individuals as a center of security. This argument 

replaced the traditional notion of security that gave high attention to the protection of states from 

military attacks emphasized on protection of individuals. The new human development was 

reinforced as a response to new human security threats and global pandemics (Paris, 2001).  

2.2.2. Threats of Human Security 

In the concept of human security, it is realized that the threat against one aspect of human 

security is a threat against the other. This indicates that human security issues are not mutually 

exclusive in a sense that they are complementary and reinforce each other (Bayeh, 2014).This 

judgment denotes that all human security aspects are associated with humans including the most 

vulnerable ones such as women, girls, children and disabled persons. 

Regarding human security crisis caused by forced displacement, the effects of displacement on 

one element of human security in one way or another affects other human security aspects 

(Bayeh, 2014). For example, the crisis of economic security directly causes crisis of consumption 

food because employment or source of income is source for food.  

Human security threats emanate from either domestic or external problems that have the 

tendency to challenge human security wellbeing and livelihood. In fact, it is obvious that as long 
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as challengers of human security increase the wellbeing of the community would be 

questionable. Forced displacement, Terrorism, drought, famine, war, ethnic and religious based 

discrimination and violation of human right are causes of human insecurity (HSRAORP, 2006). 

2.3. Effects of Conflict Triggered Displacements on Human Security 

This section aims on examining how conflict triggered displacements affect human security of 

conflict triggered settlers. In fact, Conflict triggered displacement has an overwhelming effect on 

every aspect of human security of the victims. The assessment in this section also centers on 

effects of conflict triggered displacements on economy, food, health, ecological, personal, 

community and political security of the affected persons. 

Displacements caused by conflict or violence threaten the four dimensions of food security 

mainly through the loss of agricultural production and other sources of income that creates the 

opportunity to food accessibility (Sithole, 2011). Due to the reason that displaced persons are 

forced to leave their economic basis they encounter difficulties associated with the accessibility 

of food even if consumption items are available in the market.  Therefore they are forced to 

depend on government rations and other stakeholders if available. Food aid given to displaced 

people has many facets to reach the access of food for consumption. 

Broken distribution mechanisms and lack of purchasing powers on the side of displaced persons 

are the main problems associated with food security of conflict triggered displacements in the 

settlement areas. People who are vulnerable and already in food insecurity are likely to be the 

first and highly affected by risks of food insecurity (FAO, 2008).  

Conflict and conflict induced displacements frequently have devastating effects on peopleôs 

health (Bradley, 2017). Besides the effects of violence on physical health, psychological health 

and lack health institutions and facilities as well as difficulties linked to availability of 

infrastructure are threats of health security of conflict induced displacements. In most cases of 

displacements lack of financial capacity on the side of the victims to afford health related 

expenses are the main dangers of health security of conflict triggered displacements (Bradley, 

2017). The health of displaced people may be deteriorated due to housing conditions and 

environmental conditions like whether and altitude in the relocation areas (IDMc, 2018). 
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Studies indicated that marital rape and sexual violence causes sexual and reproductive health 

problems on women. It indicated that different diseases in IDP camps are the major urgent health 

challenges in Africa (Oluwakemi C.Amodu,Magdalena S.Richter,Bukola O.Salami, 2020). 

Conflict triggered displacements are spontaneous and in most cases nobody is accountable. In 

essence, displacement has its effects on economic activities not only in uncontrolled contexts but 

also government accounted relocation of people as a response to socio economic difficulties 

(Bradley, 2017). However the problem is more complex in conflict situations like the case 

covered under this study. 

Conflict induced displacement results in the disruption of economic activities, destruction of 

economic institutions, and takeover of the land and material resources of the targets by the 

culprits, strikes the targets income, generally the fatality marginalize the victims from their 

economic locations without any material compensation for the lost resources ( Christensen and 

Harild, 2009). 

Displacement forces people relocate in areas where they never inhabited before in the contexts 

government and other stake holders response to socioeconomic and political response. This 

might negatively affect their natural and social environment (Azar, 2016).   

Studies indicated that As a result of dislocation the affected families were scattered and dispersed 

in different parts. This negatively affects their family linkage and interaction. They are also 

forced to adapt with new climatic region and shelter (Azar, 2016).In the context of low social 

service areas of resettlement resettled people face environmental challenges (Azar, 2016). 

2.4. Empirical  Literatures  

Triggers of displacement may be conflict, manmade disasters, natural disasters and infrastructure 

and development projects (Maru, 2017). Conflict triggered displacements may occur as a result 

of the following reasons: Conflicts based on administrative boundaries between regional states; 

conflicts based on the recognition and status of ethnic identities as nationalities; conflicts over 

natural resources as well as religious conflicts and religious-based terrorism and extremism. 

Weak implementation of the constitutional protection of minority rights and ethnic security can 

also be cause for conflict. In general, Violence and local and armed conflicts may easily turn to 
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target ethnic groups and religious groups and produce large scale internal displacement in 

Ethiopia (Maru, 2017) 

 Displaced people have been shown to be vulnerable to physical attack, sexual harassment, 

abduction, disease, and marginalization of basic needs that support better livelihood (Regasa, 

2020). Beyond the experience of violence, destruction of property and hardship of flight, 

displacement has profound long-term political, economic and social, environmental implications 

(Regasa, 2020). Reestablishment and rehabilitation of displaced people is determined by the 

extent to which the social, economic, cultural and political aspects and availability of resources 

in the host community (Worku, 2020). 

2.5. Theoretical Framework 

Several theoretical models have been suggested to express the effects of displacement on the 

socio-economic issues of the victims. Risk and reconstruction model of Michael Cernea is taken 

as an exemplary theory for this study for it clearly identifies difficulties that displaced persons 

face.  

The risk and reconstruction model identify magnitude and frequency that give the phenomena 

worldwide relevance and require policy-guided solutions. It explains the response of displaced 

populations to economic and social deprivation; proposes unique opportunities for conducting 

field investigation; and outlines the constitutive elements of a strategy for problem-solving and 

planning. The procedure captures the socioeconomic content of both segments of the process: the 

forced displacement and the reestablishment. It identifies the key impoverishment processes in 

displacement as landlessness; joblessness; homelessness; marginalization;  food insecurity; loss 

of access to common property resources; increased morbidity; and community disarticulation,  

the model suggests that reconstructing and improving the livelihood of those displaced requires 

risk-reversals through explicit strategies backed up by adequate financing (Cernea, 1997).  

Regarding the risk of Conflict, in most contexts, conflict is devastating because it involves 

material and human life destruction, alienation of residents from their home and culture, 

disruption of social networks. In most protracted and violent cases conflict forces people leave 

their residences. As a result of violent conflict people are forced to abandon all what they already 

had including their property/land, other assets/, culture and social networks. Generally, 
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displacement results in homelessness, joblessness and eventually leads to financial and social 

crisis.  

Following displacement people are forced to relocate in other areas either through government 

facilitation or on their own. Resettlement as a response to socio-economic problems requires 

reestablishment and protection of displaced people. However, due to lack high attention and 

legal framework that guides internal displacement the majorities of displaced people encounter 

economic, cultural, and ecological, health, and food, physical and political problems. 
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CHAPTER THREE  

 METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY  

3.1. RESEARCH DESIGN  

The general objective of this study is to assess effects of conflict induced displacements on 

human security of displaced persons as a result of Oromo Somali conflict and settled in Sululta 

town. The researcher used qualitative research method in this study. The researcher had applied 

descriptive and exploratory research designs (Igwenagu, 2016). By using these designs the 

researcher organized how conflict triggered displacement has affected the human security of 

members of relocated people.  

3.2. Sampling Procedure and Sample Size 

The researcher selected key informants for this particular study out of sampling frame to make 

the study descriptive. The selected sample size was based on the focused nature of the displaced 

group of communities particularly in their economic and social life to reduce disparity, simplify 

analysis and facilitate participants interviewing. It was intended to incorporate different sections 

of the study population purposively (Taherdoost, 2016). The study also incorporated key 

Participants of focus group discussions purposefully.  

The investigator employed purposive sampling to deeply acquire information from individuals 

who had detail knowledge on the subject (Pandey and Mishra Pandey, 2015). The researcher 

further utilized purposive sampling to intentionally incorporate different sections of the affected 

study community such as women, youth, elders, disabled persons to clearly investigate the 

severity of their human security crisis. 

The researcher selected respondents for key informant interviews from the relocated persons. 

Thirty participants from the three settlement sites /ten from each site were selected purposively/. 

The researcher also selected 8 staffs from Sululta town administration who can clearly inform the 

human security challenges of the relocated people. These individuals were selected by virtue of 

their roles as concerning professionals in the study area as a result of which they are expected to 

have rich information about the human security of the relocated people. Similarly, the researcher 
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selected eight participants in the second focus group discussion from local residents, religious 

leaders and site coordinators purposively. 

3.3.  Demographic Characteristics of Study Participants 

Table3:1 Demographic Characteristics of key informants/affected persons/Nugosite 

Key informant Age Sex 
Marital 

status 

Level of 

education 

previous 

Source of 

income 

Previous 

monthly 

average 

income 

/saving/ 

 

Family 

size 

Interviewee 1 30 Male Married 10+3 Concrete work  3000 4 

Interviewee 2 32 Male Married 10 Contraband 7000 5 

Interviewee 3 70 Male Married Never been to 

school 

Farmer 1000 10 

Interviewee 4 36 female Married 3rd grade Chat sale 3000 5 

Interviewee 5 37 female Married 3rd grade Shop 3000 6 

Interviewee 6 38 Male  Married 6th grade Chat sale 2500 7 

Interviewee 7 30 female Married 10th grade 

complete 

Chat sale 2500 5 

Interviewee 8 30 Male Single Never been to 

school 

Chat sale 2700 4 

Interviewee 9 42 Male Single Never been to 

school 

Chat sale 2000 8 

Interviewee 

10 

25 Male Married 10+3 Shop 1500 3 

Source: primary data of 2020 

As indicated in Table 3:1 above out of ten interviews selected from the Nugo site ranged from 

age of 25 to 70 out of this around ninety percent are adults who can understand the situations 

carefully. Out of them seven individuals who cover around seventy percent of the total samples 

from the Nugo site are male respondents while three which covers thirty percent of the 

respondents are female participant. All of the respondents have education ranged from illiterate 

which never gone to school to the grade 10+3 as revealed in the table.  Eighty percent of these 

respondents are married and had formed family, with large family size ranging from three to ten. 

All  the respondents used to have means of life from their original residence center as shown in 

the table. In previous residence areas these persons used to have average monthly income/saving 

that ranges between 1000 and 7000 birr per month.   
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Table 3:2 Demographic Characteristics of key informants/affected persons/Ashwa site/ 

Key informant Age Sex 
Marital 

status 
Level of education 

previous Source 

 of income 

Previous 

monthly 

average 

income 

/saving 

 

Family 

size 

Interviewee 1 30 Male Married 8th grade Boutique 5000 4 

Interviewee 2 32 Male Married 10  Boutique 4000 4 

Interviewee 3 62 Male Married Never been to 

school 

Farmer 2000 9 

Interviewee 4 45 Female Married Write and read Trade 1000 7 

Interviewee 5 41 Female Married Write and read Shop 1000 7 

Interviewee 6 65 Male/d

isabled

/ 

Married Write and read Trade 1000 7 

Interviewee 7 28 Female Married Write and read Trade 1000 4 

Interviewee 8 43 Male Married Read and write Boutique 3000 8 

Interviewee 9 45 Male Married Read and write Trade 1500 7 

Interviewee 10 45 Female Married Read and write Trade 2500 6 

Source: primary data of 2020 

As indicated form table 3:2 in  Ashwa site ten respondents are ranged age from 28 to 65 are out 

of which six individuals(60%) are male respondents while the rest four individuals( 40%) are 

female with totally all the respondents are married and formed family having large family size 

ranging from 4 to 9 ,seventy percent of these respondents are  basic education of read and write, 

two individuals have grade eight and grade ten education levels, ninety percent of the 

respondents have a pervious sources of income which is related to  business in relation to chat or 

boutique product have accessible supply in their homeland inferred from table 3:2. In previous 

residence areas these persons used to have average monthly income/saving that ranges between 

1000 and 5000 birr per month.   
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Table 3:3 Demographic Characteristics of key informants/affected persons/kajima site/ 

Key informant Age  Sex Marital 

status  

Level of 

education 

previous Source 

 of income 

Previous 

monthly 

average 

Income/saving 

 

 

Family 

size 

Interviewee 1 35 Male Married 10th grade 

complete 

Concrete work  1000 5 

Interviewee 2 32 Male Married Diploma Building 1500 10 

Interviewee 3 57 Male Married Never been to 

school 

 Farm 5000 8 

Interviewee 4 41 Female Married 8th grade Shop 2000 6 

Interviewee 5 41 Female Married 4th grade Shop 1500 5 

Interviewee 6 46 Male  Married 10th grade Shop 1500 7 

Interviewee 7 25 Female Single 3rd grad Shop 1000 4 

Interviewee 8 42 Male Single 4th grade  Shop 1500 7 

Interviewee 9 26 Male Single Diploma Surveying 2000 7 

Interviewee 10 44 male/dis

abled/ 

Married Never been to 

school 

Laborer 1000 7 

Source: primary data 2020 

As indicated in the above table the age range of the study participants was between 25-70 years. 

Twenty five percent of the respondents are married, five of them are single. Regarding their 

education level two of them had elementary to junior secondary school level education while the 

other two respondents completed grade ten. Two participants have attained college. Regarding 

their previous sources of income the majority of the respondents were private businesses like 

shopping, chat sale and contraband. Two of them were bajaj drivers, two of them were car 

drivers, two of them were concrete workers, and two of them were farmers.sa far as their family 

size the majority of them are from the householdôs number between 3 and10. . In previous 

residence areas these persons used to have average monthly income that ranges between 1000 

and 5000 birr per month.   

Similarly, the demographic characteristics of key informants from government office are 

presented. 
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Table 3:4 Demographic Characteristics of focus group discussion participants/sululta 

administration staffs/ 

Participants Age Sex Marital status 
Level of 

education 
Occupation 

participant 1 30 Female Married Degree Child Expert  

participant  2 32 Male Married Degree Gender Expert 

Participant  3 55 Male Married Degree Social worker 

participant 4 41 Female Married Degree Health officer 

participant 5 35 Male Married Degree Health officer 

participant 6 45 Male Married Degree Peace and security official 

Participant 7 27 female Married Degree Small enterprise officer 

participant 8 33 female Single Degree Social worker 

 

As indicated in table 3:4 demographically eight administration staffs from the sululta town 

administration are four individuals 50% are female individuals the rest 50% are male individuals. 

All sampled individuals have degree level education from four zonal administration office of 

gender and child expert, social work, health office, peace and security and small scale enterprise 

office experts.  

Table 3:5 Demographic Characteristics of focus group discussion participants/local 

residents/ 

Participants Age  Sex Marital status  Level of education Occupation 

participant 1 30 Male Married 10+3 Concrete work  

participant  2 38 Male Married 10th grade complete dairy farm 

Participant  3 65 Male Married Never been to school Merchant 

participant 4 41 female Married Write and read Sale local drinks 

participant 5 42 female Married Write and read Shop 

participant 6 41 Male  Married Write and read Shop 

Participant 7 27 Male Married 10th grade complete Laborer 

participant 8 27 Male Single 10th grade complete Laborer 
 

Focus group discussion containing eight participants ranged from 27 to 65 age is conducted 

continuing six males and two females of which seven are married and formed family while one 

individual is single, of this four individuals are education of 10th grade complete and above, three 

individuals have basic education while one individual had never gone to school but an age 

maturity and experience to make discussion.  Almost all respondents have means of life. 
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3.4. Tools for Data Collection 

The primary data of the research was based on observation, key informant interview and focus 

group discussion (Simister, 2017). Observation based on the first hand statements of the 

researcher. The key informant interview was employed to collect data from the displaced persons 

while the focus group discussions incorporated government officials and professionals in the first 

group and members of local residents in the second group.  

The researcher used semi-structured interview in order to avoid doubt and facilitate free 

expression of the intervieweesô experiences and views to collect data on issues concerning the 

cause and consequences of displacement on the livelihood of relocated population. Supports 

were given during resettlement and recovery of post conflict persons to minimize human security 

challenges in the resettlement sites.  

During the data collection the important role of the researcher was probing the real information 

about the concerned issue under the study. Forwarding open ended questions and asking for 

clarification from the interviewees were the techniques the researcher used for probing and 

encouraging participants to speak. 

The secondary data was collected from research papers, literatures and reports done on the 

related topics. Unlike the primary data collection, this was done through deep study and 

reviewing what was done in relation to the issue under the study. 

3.5. Data Processing and Analysis 

Based on the qualitative method the data was organized into different themes and analyzed 

thematically. This involves recording interviews, analyzing field notes obtained through 

observation, sorting and arranging the data into different types ( Rugg and Petre, 2007). This was 

done depending on the sources of information in order to get general understanding of the 

information gathered and reflect on its overall significance ( Rugg and Petre, 2007). The 

researcher gave attention to all information obtained from respondents. The aural recorded 

information was transcribed in Afan Oromo for the convenience of the study and the 

transcription was translated into English. After reading the records carefully to understand the 

main issue coding was started. The codes were brought together for categorizing purposes. 
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Lastly, the main themes were identified and categories were brought together and rearranged 

under those themes. 

3.6. Ethical Consideration 

The researcher had preserved ethical consideration in each step of the study carefully. Before 

data collection begun, the researcher asked support letter from Institute for Peace and Security 

Studies. Through the support of the letter the researcher was granted approval from Sululta town 

administration where the case study was done. Similarly the researcher requested the consent of 

the respondents and finally succeeded in obtaining volunteers to provide information of the 

concerned issue to undertake the study. Having identified respondents and participants of the 

focus group discussion, the researcher built close relationship and arranged programs for data 

collection including time, date and convenient places with research participants.  

Data recording materials like notebook and pen were prepared to take notes on the responses and 

discussion results. Before conducting interview and holding focus group discussions the 

researcher contacted in person and asked consent of respondents to take part in the interview and 

focus group discussion. As the permission was granted the researcher gave description of the 

research to each of them in both data collection methods. Consequently, the data was collected 

through repeated travel to each site based on the appointment date, time and places through 

interview and focus group discussion.  

Concerning the respondents an issue of confidentiality and anonymity was assured by the 

researcher not use names or other identifying information of respondents. Ethical issues such as 

providing reciprocity to participants for their willingness to provide data, the right of the 

participants to withdraw from the interview or focus group discussion at any time was also part 

of the consent form. 

3.7. Case Study  

The study was conducted in Sululta town Administration in one of conflict triggered displaced 

persons relocation sites. The area has become the focus of this study for the reason that large 

numbers of people displaced due to violence relocated in this area. The study covered the three 

resettlement sites in the space. 
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The Ashwa site where 122 households were relocated, Nugo site where 215 households where 

relocated, and JJ/kajima site where 185 households were relocated. The study covers 522 

households that comprised of men, women, male headed households, female headed households 

and elderly people who were the victims of the displacement. 

Regarding the economic activities this area is considered to be famous for its milk and dairy 

products. Trade and Production of local tej is also one of the economic activities in the area.  

The culture in this area seems Addis Ababa culture in consumption, dressing and ways different 

ceremonies. Unlike the Muslim dominated areas of Ethiopia from where the people relocated 

here were displaced, chewing chat and chat ceremony is not well known. Drinking beer and local 

tej is popular in this place. 

Regarding the social structures, the affected people in their place of origin were organized in 

patriarchal structures that predominantly practiced Islam and scantly there are those who 

practiced Christianity from the Oromo sides. Regarding Economic activities, they engaged in 

pastoralism, trade associated with their location adjacent to border areas of red sea contraband, 

boutique and chat trade. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATIONS  

This chapter deals with the findings, analysis and interpretations of the study regarding the 

causes and effects of conflict triggered displacements on human security of the displaced 

persons. It is centered on how conflict triggered displacements affect human security of the 

victims. 

For convenience of the study, this chapter is divided into different sections which present the 

found results, analysis and interpretations of the study. The first section concerns about the 

causes of displacement. The second part designates relocation process of the study population. 

The third part emphasizes on the results, analysis and interpretations of effects of conflict 

triggered displacements on the aspects of human security based on the case study.  

4.1. Causes of Displacement 

Regarding causes of displacement, majority of the respondents informed the researcher that the 

root causes of the conflict were historical border issue, water and pasture lands. When they 

express their feelings majority of the interviewees replied that they are depressed and the 

violence was ethnic based and the victims were from Oromo ethnic group. Informant no 4 in 

Kajima site said: ñEven though the majority of Oromo residents in Jigjiga at the time can speak 

Somali language local administrator and neighbors identified Somali speaking Oromo residents 

from native Somalis based on the language accent they speak and declared war on us, I was 

humiliatedò 

Information obtained from key informants and focus group discussions indicates that the 

immediate cause for displacement was the violence associated with rally of the demonstration 

against Addis Ababa integrated master plan. Information further indicated that the violence was 

instigated by local politicians and mafia groups. Key informants said: ñfour hundred Oromo 

residents in Somali region gathered and joined demonstration in Awaday. The violence started 

immediately after we returned home from Awadayò respondents further informed that perception 

of indigenous Somali residents owning property of displaced persons aggravated the situation. 

Moreover, Information indicated that local politicians activated the violence. 
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Attempt was made to assess if members of the affected persons were informed about the 

violence that resulted in their dislocation. Majority of key informants indicated that they did not 

have any information about the violence that resulted in their dislocation. The responses of these 

key informants exposed that no one of them was warned earlier before the violence took place. 

According to key informant no 10 in Ashwa relocation site, ñother ethnic groups in Jigjiga were 

informed that the violence would happen but Oromo residents could not get any information 

about the issueò. 

 Information obtained indicated that root causes of the violence that instigated displacement 

include border issue and competition of water resource and pasture lands. Different armed 

groups aggravated the situation through illegally handled firearms. Local politicians also 

intensified the problem in order to achieve their intended goals. 

4.2. Relocation Process 

Concerning the selection relocation areas, majority of the respondents from the affected 

communities replied that the government prepared doom for the selected areas including sululta 

town and fortunately relocated in this town. Though it was by chance, majority of the 

respondents informed that space for relocation was selected by the government. All of them 

indicated that it was the government decision to relocate them in sululta relocation sites. Key 

respondents replied resettlement was planned by government as most of dislocated persons were 

traders. It was possibly planned to locate them into sites nearer to business activities.  

Once cruelly attacked victims escaped to the nearer Oromia Zones of Hararge. Local people and 

government jointly constructed camp there. Displaced people stayed in the camps for seven 

months as a short term solution. As a long term plan, Oromia regional government designed to 

integrate them in to socio economic activities. As far as displaced peoples are concerned most of 

them were acquainted with business activities. Thus areas perceived to be comfortable were 

identified by the government and they were distributed to those areas through doom.  

Respondent no 3 in kajima site said: ñdepending on the will of the government, we were 

transported by government from the concentration camps in Hararge to Addis Ababa 

surrounding cities, Adama and other towns in Oromia. Nevertheless, Most of us relocated to a 

place where we donôt have any awareness. The only opportunity we could see was that the sites 
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are close to capital cities and we may get an attractive business to timely integrate in the 

surrounding business activity as most of us have an experience of business activitiesò.  

All of the key informants responded that the government and local communities provided 

material and financial support for the affected persons. In doing so the local communities 

provided food, clothes and household materials for the purpose of rehabilitating post conflict 

persons. Nonetheless, almost all of them expressed that they were not satisfied with adequacy of 

the supports given from the government side. Majority of participants in both focus group 

discussions appreciated the welcoming of the local people. But the focus group discussion 

participants argued adequacy and sustainability of the supports. 

As we can see from the finding, the vast majorities of the displaced persons were welcomed by 

local people during resettlement process. The local people contributed household utensils, 

clothes and food for displaced persons. However, as compared to the lost resources and assets it 

was insignificant.it also lacks sustainability. 

Adequate humanitarian assistance should be provided for any livelihood crisis, determinate 

destruction, so that it can rehabilitate post conflict societies. Humanitarian assistance in this case 

could be material, financial and psychological (NDRMC, 2019).Adequate material support could 

be in the form of shelter and common property resources like churches and mosques. 

However, what happened to the affected persons involved in this study is quite contrary to the 

above stated principles. As we can see from the findings, most displaced people were not 

satisfied about the adequacy and sustainability of supports they obtained during resettlement and 

recovery process. Although the supports consider other alternative opportunities like credits, it 

did not proceed in providing work places and never opted for job opportunities. Besides its little 

amount, the rations that were provided for the victims lacked stability.  

4.3.  Effects of Conflict Triggered Displacements on Human Security  

This section deals with the findings, analysis and interpretations of effects of conflict triggered 

displacements on aspects of human security. 
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4.3.1. Effects of Conflict Triggered Displacement on Economic Security  

Regarding economic supports given to relocated households, the majority of respondents 

expressed similar concerns. They indicated that government provided blanket, mat and different 

home utensils like spoon, pan and 15kg floor in the first place. All of them were satisfied in the 

temporary support given to them during resettlement and recovery process. However, majority of 

them were not satisfied with the adequacy and sustainability of the supports. Furthermore, the 

participants of the focus group discussion from government staffs and local residents supported 

the expressions of the respondents concerning the insufficiency of the supports provided instead 

of lost resources due to violence. Disabled Informant no 10 from kajima relocation site said: 

ñWe lost all what we had, our home, job, social network and we were injured but left without 

reparation. Even though the aid help for survival, it is insignificant in relative to lost resourcesò. 

Regarding job opportunities, Majority of the respondents indicated that they are jobless. The 

participants in both focus group discussions strengthened the expressions of key interviewees 

from the affected persons. Contrary to this, Interviewee no 2 and 9 in kajima relocation site 

indicated that they are involved in labor activities through their personal efforts. One of them 

work blue-collar works in construction sites, and factories while the other work freight upload 

and download or carry ówazaderô activities.  

Key informant no 6 in kajima site said: ñI carry óbarellaaô to survive myself and my family life 

as the government support is in sufficientò. The other respondent clarified that he works general 

low level day labor in factories and what he earn is insufficient for his large family size. He 

further expressed that he works neither for future saving nor for luxury but for daily consumption 

in order to save his family life.  

Regarding the sources of income, all of the interviewees indicated that they are dependent on 

government rations. All of them expressed that the items in the rations are 15k rice or 15kg flour 

or 15kg (rice+ flour) and 0.45litre oil individually per month. Respondents in the sites also 

informed that the rations provided by the government lack continuity. During resettlement 

process government agreed to provide the mentioned items per month continuously. They 

complained that the rations are not provided on the agreed time interval. Participant no 3 in the 
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focus group discussion raised the idea of the sustainability of the rations provided by the 

government, and the discussion group agreed that the rations may be ignored due to budget. 

Majority of the key informants from the displaced persons indicated insufficiency of the rations 

and discontinuity of the rations challenged their life. Majority of mother key informats indicated 

that they encountered difficulties in affording milk and additional diet for their infants. They 

further indicated that they cannot pay for wood, electric payments, and household utensils. The 

focus group discussion in both groups also agreed on the insufficiency of the rations and 

associated challenges the affected persons face. 

This study discovered that the majority of displaced persons faced loss of assets, economic 

resources, money and their jobs that they had before displacement. As far as income generating 

activities are concerned, except the rations that the government provide per individual regardless 

of extra expenses the majority of these persons are neither company employed nor self-

employed. This indicates that majority of them are jobless.  

Due to lack of considering extra expenses, the rations given by the government cannot afford 

every expenses that the relocated people are obliged to pay. Information obtained indicated that 

the rations provided are not sufficient and lack continuity. Mothers are expected to pay for fuel 

and milk for children. However, the rations ignored such expenses. This by itself forces the 

victims to divide the rice and flour to sell in cheaper price to afford for mentioned expenses and 

electric payments. 

The demographic characteristics of key informants in tables 3:1-3:3 in chapter three indicate that 

majority of the victims experienced average annual saving above 1000 birr per month in previous 

localities. But in the new resettlement sites they tend to be dependent only on the government 

rations which is not enough even for consumption and different expenses. This indicates that 

their economic security is deteriorating 

Generally, the economic resources provided to the victims are insignificant in relative to lost 

resources due to conflict. Lack of sustainability of government rations and absence of extra 

sources of income to afford various expenses led affected people fell in economic crisis.  
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4.3.2. Effects of Conflict Triggered Displacements on Community Security 

Regarding the social relations/ties that the respondents used to have before displacement, one of 

the key informants reported that the social relationship/ties of the previous communities has been 

disrupted as he is now living in a new place where he has nobody whom he knew before.(Key 

informant no 3 in Nugo site).The informer further indicated that unlike previous residence 

dominated by Muslim culture and chat chewing ceremony, the new relocation area is famous for 

its alcoholic drinks like local wine/tej/ and dominated by Christian cultures. Obviously he said: 

ñthere is challenge of cultureò.  

The focus group discussion agreed on the idea that the Muslims joined Christian culture in every 

aspect of life like wedding ceremony, grief and social life activities. In addition the focus group 

discussion participants from local residents indicated that there are culture problems that the 

Muslims face. This group broadened this idea to indicate the social life difficulties in joining 

Ethiopian traditional saving and social institutions like ñequbò and ñedirò. However, the majority 

of key informants from the relocated persons expressed their feelings that they are happy in 

access of place of worship. 

As the study result shows, the community assets such as culture, religion and traditional practices 

like edir are confronted by displacement associated manifestations. The social practices that are 

usually accepted as social norms obtained through social institutions such as ñedirò, has been 

disrupted to a certain extent.  ñEqubò is also another social institution which has been affected 

while the people are dislocated from their previous localities. In addition, the people who joined 

edir and equb in their new residences had difficulties in getting the monthly contribution to the 

group leaders as they do not have source of income except government rations available for 

consumption. In most cases the amount of money they used to pay for contribution also reduces 

as their income has been affected due to the different expenses.  

In their previous residence Members of displaced persons used to spend more time together 

discussing various issues related to edir or other community issues. However, this is not the case 

at present times due to the changed life style. The communityôs original social groupings among 

families and neighbors such as in coffee ceremony and chat ceremony were limited to a few 

households. Dispersion of families and relatives in different locations of the settlement area and 
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the change in way of life at the new settlement affected their social life. In addition, the 

communities in the new settlement area came from different kinds of lifestyle and corners and 

prefer to lead unusual way of life even though most of them live as internally displaced persons.  

Most of the time the people in the new settlement area in the context they reside as internally 

displaced persons do not spend much of their time on discussing about their social life.  But, they 

spend their time in bothering about their life as displaced persons. They may not have 

opportunity to spend their time on discussing common development projects due to the reason 

that the basis of their life is government rations. Factors such as these loosen the social ties that 

the dislocated communities had before and make them feel lonely and isolated. 

4.3.3. Effects of Conflict Tri ggered Displacements on Environmental Security  

The majority of the respondents in all sites expressed that they were displaced from lowland 

areas which is characterized by hot climatic conditions. They expressed that they are being 

challenged by cold climatic and weather conditions. Some of them however, reported that they 

are adapted with the new climatic condition and area. All of them complained about the houses 

the government built for resettlement. They informed that the houses are not suitable in this 

ecologic region.  

One of the key informants from the displaced persons stressed his expression as: ñThe houses 

are unsuitable in this area, they are too cold during the mid-knight and are too hot during the 

mid-day; what make the problem more serious is that the houses have no ceiling and 

floorboards, and the displaced persons have shortage of clothes like blankets and mats as well as 

pillowsò   

Both focus group discussions also agreed that the houses are not convenient for life. The group 

from government office staffs and experts further indicated that the houses physical position is 

not suitable in this area. 

Regarding social environment, the majority of the key informants confirmed that the sites have 

shortage of toilets, drainage systems, sewerage systems and shortage of water in mosques. They 

stressed that they are vulnerable to floods during rainy season particularly due to absence of 

drainage systems. They further expressed that some of the residents in the sites exposed to 
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different diseases like diarrhea due to shortage of toilets and sewerage systems. The focus group 

discussion from government side stressed their view that the problem associated with some 

services is not only their lone problem but also difficulty in some parts of the town. 

Information obtained from key informant interviews and focus group discussions shows that 

displacement from lowland areas and settlement in highland areas has negative consequences on 

ecologic security of the victims. Besides, the relocation in the new climatic region the 

information obtained shows that the houses built for the shelter purpose are not suitable.  

Regarding the social environment, information confirmed that the sites have shortage of toilets, 

drainage systems, sewerage systems and shortage of water in mosques.  

Based on the information, it is possible to infer that resettlement of people from lowland ecologic 

areas to highland ecological areas have spillover effect on ecologic security of the victims. The 

case study further indicated that the houses built are not appropriate in highland ecologic areas. 

Therefore, relocated people encountered serious ecological challenges.  

4.3.4. Effects of Conflict Triggered Displacements on Food Security  

The majority of the key informants from the displaced persons reported that there is no sufficient 

food for consumption. They said the ration provided by the government per month is not enough 

for a month. Majority of them informed the interviewer that they finish the consumption food 

provided for a month within fifteen days and are in need of extra support. 

One of the key informants said: ñexcept some who have extra support from relatives, the diet for 

the majority of us is provided from government is not subsistence, we also have no source of 

income to support our diet; the price of consumption cereals is increasing while the ration is 

stagnant and in some contexts decreasingò. Majority of the respondents reported that they are in 

food crisis in terms of the amount and balanced diet. They reported that their infants cannot 

obtain milk due to the reason that their life is dependent on limited government ration which is 

available only for survival. The focus group discussions also agreed on the issue that the 

displaced persons are in need food. 

Information incorporated in the report shows that the relocated persons are in food crisis. The 

amount of diet provided is not adequate for their family life. It also lacks balanced diet for elders 
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and infants. There is no extra income that replaces the lost food on the basis calorie of food 

consumption. 

4.3.5. Effects of Conflict Triggered Displacements on Health Security  

Regarding health related issues, majority of respondents informed that they are in difficulties of 

health related issues. All of them responded that there is health center for displaced persons. 

However, they informed the interviewer that there is no drug and tablets as well vaccines in the 

health center. Another report obtained from the respondents is that they cannot pay for health and 

health related issues due to lack of finance for this purpose. The Report of the key informants 

from the displaced persons was also supported by both focus group discussion participants. 

The data obtained indicates that the relocated persons are in difficulties of health related issues. 

Even though there is health center for displaced persons, information obtained indicates that 

there is lack of physicians, drugs, tablets and vaccines in the health center. Another associated 

difficulty is that the displaced persons cannot replace unavailable drugs, tablets due to lack of 

finance to cover the payments for health related issues. 

4.3.6. Effects of Conflict on Physical/Personal Security 

Some of the key informants informed that they were injured during the violence and the resulting 

state affected their overall life. One of the key informants said:ò I lost my left eye due the 

violence that resulted in my displacement, I am physically unfit because I was injured during the 

violenceò. Another informant replied that he cannot walk on foot because he lost his leg due to 

the violence (key informant no 6 in Ashwa site) 

 One of the key informants from the displaced persons expressed his feeling in the resettlement 

sites in the following way. ñWe are new in this area, some intoxicated persons cruelly harmed 

our girls; steal our property. Security forces bit us immediately when popular demonstration 

happens.ò(Key informant no 2 in Ashwa site).Key informant 1and 8 in Kajima site informed that 

they were once quarreled with locally organized groups. Similarly, the focus group discussion 

participants reported the same feeling as key informants from displaced persons. 
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Regarding the physical security information indicates that there are sexual, physical and verbal 

attacks from locally organized groups and security forces. Similarly, information depicts those 

local thieves stole properties of the relocated persons.  

4.3.7. Effects of Conflict Triggered Displacements on Political Security  

The vast majority of displaced persons expressed their feelings about their political rights in the 

resettlement sites. For instance,One of mother key informants in Ashwa site reported that the 

local administration invite them to participate in public issues. However, due to lack of 

awareness and mobilization the displaced persons do not take part in public discussions. She also 

reported that women from displaced persons do not participate in the discussion with local 

women on their issues. (key informant no 4 in Ashwa site) one of youth key informants informed 

that except during resettlement they do not take part in the dialogue with local youth through 

government administration coordination(key informant no 10 in Nugo site).The rest of key 

informants and the focus group discussions also reported the same concern.  

All of the respondents clarified they have no decision on their cases. They only have a site 

representative with no decision on or influencing capacity as well no financial sources, they only 

serve as information channel for local officials and they report cases to the nearer woreda 

administrations. All of the settlers in the three sites reported that the local people and government 

officials treat them as internally displaced persons differently from the local residents. 

Concerning the political security issues information obtained indicate that there is lack of 

exercising political rights due to various reasons. Women from displaced persons do not take 

part in public issues combined with local women. There is no youth connect that strengthens the 

relation of youth from relocated persons and youth from local residents. They have no decision 

making rights issues concerned their socio-economic and political rights, Hence, relocated 

persons generally marginalized from political participation.  

To sum up, relocated persons encountered socio-economic and political problems that 

undermined their livelihood. Though the government attempted to improve the livelihoods of 

relocated people through resettlement program, the problem became worse as the government 

supports declined and destabilized human security elements. 
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CHAPTER FIVE  

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

5.1. CONCLUSIONS  

Based on the findings of the study the following conclusions were drawn.  

As much as conflict triggered displacements have spillover effects on the human security, it 

undermined every aspect of human security to greater extent. The victims neither organized and 

participated in socio-economic and political life nor satisfied by government support.  

However, we cannot deny some of the progresses that have been brought in the survival of these 

people. The resettlement program that was undertaken by the government contributed to the 

survival of the victims. Resettlement strategy as a response to conflict triggered displacement in 

the case under the study provided shelter, financial and material supports for subsistence of the 

victims. Resettlement also supports the government to minimize the socio-economic and political 

challenges that hinder the wellbeing of the displaced communities. In addition of solving the 

difficulties of the affected persons, resettlement reduces the socio-economic and political 

tensions that may intercept the interests of administration to cope up with the increasing 

population in providing safe and clean housing as well as creating business spaces.  

As the study results shows, the major reason for the displacement was violence, contested 

boundary issue, water and pasture land and lack of good governance. These were accompanied 

by immediate causes precipitated by local politicians and armed groups through the use of illegal 

and government owned firearms. As stated in chapter two, conflict triggered displacement occurs 

when divergent interests converge and never reconcile in the given time and situations. It results 

in devastating consequences on the direct victims in particular and the government, the neighbors 

and the local people where resettlement is undergone. 

Similarly, the research finding of this study exposed that most of the displaced persons human 

security aspects are affected by the displacement. Displaced persons lost their relatives, friends, 

injured and forced to leave their previous residences, houses, and properties due to the violence.  
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As a response government undertook resettlement. This is implemented as a strategy of solving 

socioeconomic problems. The government further attempted to rehabilitate post conflict persons. 

However, financial and material supports provided to victims during resettlement process were 

insignificant and also lack sustainability.  

In the new relocation areas, majority of the displaced persons are in serious human security 

crisis. Their economic activity is disrupted; they became jobless and are forced to depend on 

government rations only. Their dependents are also in troubles because the rations do not 

consider dependents like infants, disabled persons and elders. Shelters provided are not 

appropriate for people who are displaced from lowlands. Their decision making power on their 

affairs became nuisance. 

In general the vast majority of the victims are in human security challenges. Economic, health, 

food, ecological, political, community and physical security aspects are seriously undermined by 

effects of the displacement. They still live as internally displaced communities in sites and their 

life is deteriorating. 

5.2. RECOMMENDATIONS  

Under this section of the study, recommendations are forwarded which are believed to be useful 

for future researches and policies based on avoiding conflict and reducing the incident of conflict 

and post conflict reconstruction. The primary suggestion for issues associated with conflict 

triggered displacement is to devote on avoiding violent conflicts through peaceful handling of 

grievances, establish and implement principles of good governance through democratic 

participation. Solidification people to people relation and discussion strengthens peaceful means 

of life. Controlling illegal firearms that aggravate incidents of conflict significantly contributes to 

reduce incidences of conflict.  

As indicated in chapter four of this paper, one of the sources of conflict is resource which is 

perceived to be owned by culprits. One of the participants in the focus group discussion from the 

government staffs and officials proposed that government should protect the property of the 

displaced persons. He said: ñunless the property of the displaced persons is protected by the 

government, or, if the culprits take resources of the victims there could be high propensity of 

future violence caused displacements in Ethiopiaò. 
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As we can see from the findings, once people are displaced and stayed it is obvious that there is a 

great deal to be done to support and reduce the impoverishing effects of displacement. If the 

government plans to resettle the displaced communities effectively and to improve their 

livelihoods, effective stakeholdersô, participation is very important. At least appropriate and 

sustainable solution should be given to all actually affected and evicted persons.  

When resettlement is conducted, it should be taken as a solution of recovery for those forcibly 

displaced, in order to improve their livelihoods after displacement. Moreover, it is essential to 

have adequate sources of income/job/, health services, security services, shelter and social 

services being provided to reach out for assistance to the affected persons.  

Due to the reason that most of displaced persons are jobless, Job creation, building education and 

skills in areas of relocation that allow people to make use of new resources in the new 

environment is a necessary part of strategies to combat economic marginalization. Public 

discussion between relocated persons and local people lays basis in strengthening social ties. The 

executive bodies should give higher attention in the administration of relocated persons and local 

people. 

As the overall result of this study affirms, the weakness of the affected has a tendency of creating 

gap between persons evicted from their previous location and the local communities who are in 

their residence area.to reduce effects of displacement, Social policies should be reviewed to 

address the implementation gap in applying the proclamation for best interest of the displaced 

communities. Improvements must be done on the enactments of policies and strategies that 

consider the issues of conflict triggered displacements.  

As there are limited number of researches that indicate the multi-dimensions of conflict triggered 

displacement and its effects on human security, in-depth researches should be performed in order 

to come up with concrete result and evidence in avoiding, reducing rates of displacement. Since 

lack of considering assets of the displaced people for providing support and lack of 

reestablishment assistance have impoverished the victims, progressive support of government 

and NGOs is decisive. 

Therefore, the findings of study primarily recommend policy implementers consider causes of 

interethnic conflict and respond accordingly. The findings of this study further dictate the need 
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of conducting further research on issues related to the human security challenges of relocated 

persons. Future researches should consider the adequacy and sustainability of supports the 

victims receive for their lost properties. It also recommends that international, national and local 

actors should give high attention for conflict triggered internal displacements. 
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