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Abstract

Gambella is one of the most, if not utmost, canfldden region of Ethiopia. For so long, the
conflict formation in the region has been undergtas local ethnic conflict between the Anywaa
and the Nuer. Most of these are ethnographic stuthat subscribe the Anywaa-Nuer ethnic
conflict to the dominant “primordial” and “construevist” narratives of ethnology. Despite this
assumption, the conflict formation in Gambellansamgled at the national political process and
the dynamic transnational conflict formation in thl®rn of Africa. The objective of this study
was to examine the conflict formation in GambeltanT the three-level game of local, national
and transnational conflict dynamics. A qualitativeerpretation and analysis of primary data
collected through semi-structured interviews andufogroup discussions and comprehensive
reading of secondary data such as books, jourrralsorts and other relevant documents have
been made. The findings of the study show thahidteric local ethnic relations and conflict
between the Anywaa and Nuer, that had to do wibures such as water and pasture, began
to be entangled to the national political processethe early 28 century with the advancement
of Abyssinian empire state accompanied by grangept® of state and nation building. The two
ethnic groups were differentially integrated in thmpire state. Starting from the second half of
the 20" century the ethnic relations in Gambella which vaéready entangled into the national
political processes became pawns in inter-statati@hs and conflict in the Horn of Africa. In
the transnational conflict dynamics of the Cold WBerg and SPLM/A on the one side and
Khartoum and various armed groups fighting agaidtlis Ababa on the other side engaged in
proxy alliances and wars. Locally, the Nuer in Gafldowere mobilized and recruited by Derg
in the fight in the North against EPLF and TPLF.eTAnywaa supported by the Sudanese and
TPLF fought against the Nuer and SPLM/A in Gambdlhgen if today the conflict in Gambella
is to do with the Anywaa political elites and highdlers and by extension the central
government, the more assertive Nuer is a variablesicalating the conflict. In what seems to be
a transnational conflict formation in South Sud#re inter-ethnic relations and conflict between
the Anywaa and Nuer are further intertwined as twe ethnic groups mobilized along the
traditional “who is with whom” alliance formationalong the frontier. Because this is a region
where states are weak in their frontiers and siméghnic groups living in their international
borders are easily mobilized in transnational cantftlynamics.

Key Terms. Gambella, Anywaa, Nuer, Conflict, Security, Three-Level Game.



Chapter One
Introduction

1.1. Background

The Horn of Africd is one of the most conflict prone regions of AdrigMarkakis, 1996: 111;
Sommer and Bruchhaus, 2008: 7; Kassahun, 2013R&dig, 2013: 3). For the last 50 years the
region has suffered protracted, chronic and compteXlicts (Cliffe, 2004: 151) and almost all
the countries that constitute the region have e&peed intra- and inter-state conflicts of varying
degrees and intensity (Kassahun, 2013: 71).

The conflict in the region is intriguing becauseatse forms of conflicts at multiple levels of
aggregation have been interwoven into a complexlicosystem (Harald and Borchgrevink,

2007: 16; Kassahun, 2013: 71). Local/national Gaisflin individual counties are often

compounded by inter-state conflicts of varying @egand intensity which take place at different
times (Kassahun, 2013: 72). That is to say, thalloational and inter-state conflicts are
intimately connected in the Horn. Local/nationahttiots very easily spill across international

boundaries triggering conflict between states, Itegu in inter-state conflicts. Inter-state

conflicts also tend to spawn national cleavageslig013: 4). Closely related situation is also
the fact that states in the region are mastersteiference in the affairs of their neighbors
(Clapham, 1990: 405).

Gambella region of Ethiopia, like other parts ie tHorn of Africa, is one of the most conflict-
ridden regions of Ethiopia (Medhane, 2006: 3; Rega2010: 205; Markakis, 2011: 67).
Gambella, bordering South Sudan, can be seen aspéxdor one of the most, if not utmost,
complex region in Ethiopia with regard to contengwgr political conflicts in the country
(Meckelburg, 2006: 7; Harald and Borchgrevink, 2003; Dereje, 2009: 641).

! The states covered under the geographical nontarelaf Horn of Africa are not something that hast g
consensus. Different writers deal with differentssef states to comprise the Horn of Africa. Howeweidely
stretched, the region is assumed to include thessta Ethiopia, South Sudan, Sudan, Eritrea aridoDfi whose
conflict relations with Ethiopia’s region of Gamlzehre to be analyzed.



The historic roots of conflict in Gambella betwabe Anywaa and Nuer can be traced back to
the eastern expansion of the Eastern Jikany Nwen fouthern Sudan (Medhane, 2006: 6;
Dereje, 2009: 642). Large scale hostilities betwidertwo groups continued largely owing to the
incompatible modes of production and livelihoodtlas Nuer (mostly pastoralist) trespass their
animals onto Anywaa farm land where they live irxed settlements (Medhane, 2006: 6). The
local conflict dynamics were cooperative at sonmeetiand conflictual at another time as the

balance of power continued to oscillate over thery€Markakis, 2011: 69)

The local conflict dynamics began to take shapé whe arrival of the Ethiopian state in the
early 20" century accompanied by projects of control andtteial expansion. The subsequent
projects of control and other grand schemes oé4giatiding and nation-building brought turning

points in the local conflict dynamics (Mossa, 2043). Particularly, the ill-fated and imposed

resettlement programme by the Derg regime in thily é980s added a major variable in the
conflict formation in Gambella (Meckelburg, 200&:; Medhane, 2006: 8). The escalation of the
civil war in Ethiopia in the 1980s further entargylihe local actors in the Gambella conflict to
national political developments which in turn estadl the conflicts in Gambella (Axel, 2007:

17).

Since the second half of the 1980s, the Gambellaflico had become pawns in
regional/transnationakonflicts between Ethiopia and Sudan. As parhefpolitics of the Cold
War, the Derg regime made plain its support to SFA,Mllowing it to set up military training
and base camp facilities in Gambella (James, 2062). Not only were the SPLM/A allowed
into Ethiopian territory, they also recruited fraime rural population in Gambella, while the
Sudanese army began counter-insurgency operatigagisa local Ethiopian civilians in
Gambella (ibid: 268).

Political developments in the 1990s both in Ethaoghd Sudan were also turning points in the
Gambella conflict formation. The restructuring bétEthiopian state and introduction of ethnic

federalism brought new structures and actors tadndict in Gambella. The traditional resource

2 The term “transnational” is used in the studyridi¢ate the conflict formation beyond the natiobalindaries of
the member states in the Horn of Africa regiontipalarly Ethiopia, South Sudan, Sudan and Eritteased the
term for inter-state conflicts and proxy wars ir tlegion that may also include actors outside tbentdf Africa
like Egypt, China and U.S.A.



based conflicts among ethnic groups in Gambella geay to a new arena of conflict for control
of political power in the newly established regibsiate. Moreover, political developments from
the other side of the border, the escalation of @rar in the Sudan and the split of SPLM/A

produced huge influx of refugees in Gambella.

The signing of the Comprehensive Peace AgreemdpA) @ 2005 that ended the longest civil
war in the Sudan was presumed to give a breatlpagesfor Gambella (Regassa, 2010: 187;
Chan, 2007: 58). However, the optimism and hopepfeace in Gambella was dashed soon
internal turmoil and dynamic violent conflicts im@h Sudan are now leading to a series of new
local, national and regional/transnational-scaleflacis which in turn impacted the conflict

formation in Gambella (Mossa, 2013: 51).
1.2. Issues and problems

One very interesting issue that emerges from tlowealstylized facts is that understanding the
conflict formation in Gambella requires a diachmapproach that can take into account the
trajectories of the three-level conflict dynamidsttee local, national and regional/transnational
levels. The conflict pattern in Gambella illustsateow local, national and inter-state/regional
dimensions are inter-related and that these hagi Heparate historical bearings that both
exacerbate and are exacerbated by contemporaryictenin other words, the patterns of

conflict and security dynamics in Gambella are mstricted to the clashes of internal or local
factors. Conflict over political representation rgpzularly in the post-1991), land entitlements
and different and conflicting modes of productiam ribt only emanate from local realities but
also with linkages to national political developreerand developments across the national
boundaries of the Ethiopian state. The historissfoorder influx of ethnic groups as well as
influx of refugees makes claims to citizenship apdlitical representation important

denominators and explanatory factors in the cumentlict formation in Gambella.

A close examination of the conflicts in Gambellagjuiees understanding of contemporary
patterns of conflicts that occur at three levelagfregation (local, national and transnational).
The local level conflicts are closely related tmftiots over scarce environmental resources; the
juxtaposition of drought, conflict and (in) apprite government policies is the underlying

sources of complexity here. Keeping in mind th&dges of the local conflicts and national



politics, we should separate local level conflibistween identity groups and national level
contentions for control over government power. Uthoately, the distinction between
contention for national power and inter-state wardifficult given the multi-level conflicts and
tit-for-tat policy of member states in the regitmter-state wars are conducted in proxy alliances
which is better understood as transnational cdsflidoreover, these conflicts are linked
through resource exchanges between organizatiomstopy at different levels. Combatants in
one country have access from other country (iepalde of providing relatively low level of
resources needed to continue coercive operations.

Despite the complex set of conflicts in Gambelleademic preoccupation on the conflict in
Gambella so far looked the conflict formation frodifferent perspective. Some of them
comprehend the conflict in Gambella from local &gt horizontal conflict relations among
ethnic group in Gambella and particularly betwelea Anywaa and Nuer (Meckelburg, 2006;
Dereje, 2008; 2009; Ujulu, 2009). While others toy understand the conflict formation in
Gambella from a vertical (national) conflict retati through center-periphery approach
(Medhane, 2007; Dawit, 2011; Markakis, 2011). Viw academic works discuss the civil war
in the Sudan and its impact on Gambella (Kurim@@f)5; Chan, 2007; Regassa, 2010). Over all,
these works are either limited by their perspecfleeked the conflict in Gambella from either
local or national levels) or they are time and attounded (the impact of the civil war in the
Sudan on Gambella till 2005).

Therefore, the Gambella conflict formation was nal addressed in its own right and most
prominently, the interplay of local, national amdrisnational conflict dynamics in the Gambella
conflict formation did not receive academic attentiThis study is informed by the fact that the
conflict formation in Gambella should be explaingdthe complex process of interactions at the
local, national and transnational levels. The stubgrefore, attempts to fill the lacuna in the
analysis of the Gambella conflict formation througkamining the conflict formation from a

three-level game of local, national and transnaitiaonflict dynamics.



1.3. Research questions

The central theme of the study is examining therpiay of the three level games of local,
national and transnational conflict dynamics in @&mbella conflict formation. The following

are the specific questions the study.

1. How are the conflict formation in Gambella regidnEthiopia formed and what are the

pertinent factors for the conflict formation?

2. How does the inter-play of local, national and sraational conflict dynamics affect the

conflict formation in Gambella?

3. In what ways do the trends of conflict dynamicgha post-CPA and post-independence

South Sudan affect the conflict formation in Garfdsel

1.4. Objectives of the study

The main objective of this study is to examine ¢baflict formation in Gambella from a three-

level game of local, national and transnationalflecinrdynamics. The specific objectives of the

study are:

1. Explain the conflict formation in Gambella and it&n actors and factors in the

dynamics of conflict;

2. Examine the linkages of local, national and tratienal conflict dynamics in the

Gambella conflict formation;

3. lllustrate the implications of the patterns of damfdynamics in the newly born South

Sudan for the Gambella conflict formation.

1.5. Relevance of the study

The study might be important in the sense thatam@nes the interplay of the local, national and
transnational conflict dynamics in the Gambella feoinformation. Given the lacuna in the
understanding of the conflict in Gambella, thisdstuthrough examining the conflict from

various vantage points, will be a comprehensivengtt to analyze the conflict. Thus, the study



may serves as a caveat for policy makers and dereaders about the conflict formation in

Gambella region of Ethiopia.
1.6. Scope of the study

The study will examine the conflict formation in i@kella region of Ethiopia through three-level

game of local, national and transnational confignamics. To make sense of the current
conflict lines, we need to go through an examimatb the historical trajectories of the conflict

i.e. historical perspectives complement currentlysma Thus, the study may relay on major
historical trajectories however particular emphasils be given to events after 1980s whereby
major national and transnational dynamics cametimdGambella conflict formation. The scope
of the study, therefore, will attempt to cover ttwnflict dynamics in Gambella from the second

half of the 1980s to the current conflict dynamitcSouth Sudan and its impact on Gambella.
1.7. Limitations of the study

The researcher has faced considerable challeng&ambella. Given the fact that the issue
under study is conducted in the region where tleeeghnic tension and insecurity as well as lack
of all weather roads, the researcher faced chaleng get the required data from the
participants. Besides, time constraint poses dilties on the collection and analysis of primary

and first-hand information on the issue under atarsition.

1.8. Structure of the study

The study comprises four chapters. The first chidptabout introducing what the study is about,
the problem to be examined, the research questodsobjectives, significance, scope and
limitations of the study. The second chapter byiedview related literature to the major theme
of the study and provide a highlight of pertinegiated empirical studies on the issue. The third
chapter gives the methodological aspects of theysflihe last chapter presents the findings of
the study. In this part, the thesis discusses ¢imdlict in Gambella from a three-level game of
local, national and transnational conflicts dynasridy analyzing the specific conflicts in very
specific districts in Gambella. The specific cartl in very specific district are first analyzed i
disaggregated manner, just to focus on one ate fitmen they are synthesized to understand the

linkages across the levels. Finally, the thesigp@mnap with conclusion.



Chapter Two
Review of Related Literature

2.1. Understanding Conflict and Security: a conceptual famework

It is no surprise that the study of conflict andis#y has undergone through both “broadening”
and “deepening” approaches during the past twemtgrsy The study of conflict, as its
broadening approach, has grown from a peripheg@ttto a central concern for scholars of
comparative politics and international relationsl anore importantly historians, sociologists,
economists and psychologists have entertained sitisof political and social phenomenon.
While each of these disciplines continues to beradtarized by their own methodological
preferences, new works emerged, as a deepeningchasacterized by questions and methods

that transcends traditional disciplines and syn#iessnsights from multiple fields.

In a similar fashion, the field of security studless evolved considerably over the years. It has
undergone both broadening (considerations of noritanyi threats) and deepening
(considerations of security of individuals and sb@roups) to become an all encompassing
condition. This study makes use of the new appresdf both concepts to grasp the interlinked
nature of conflicts and security dynamics in Ganabelhus, it is of significant paramount to
look briefly into what is conflict and security amdhat is in each of these concepts. This part of
the thesis presents conceptual underpinnings atmmiftict, security, interlinked conflicts and
conceptual and theoretical underpinnings aboutttee level conflicts and patterns in the Horn
of Africa in a precise and brief way. Related enapir studies conducted so far on the issue at

stake will be presented as follows.
2.1.1. Conflict: what is in it?

Conflict as a social phenomenon is widely perceitcetie part of daily life (Axt cited in Redie,
2013: 4). In almost all social science discussiam)flict and competition are presented as
synonymous or interchangeable. For instance, Reimapresents conflict as the persistent and
pervasive nature of inter-group and internationanpgetition among disparate interests and
values that underlines power dynamics (Reimann526Q Competition may produce conflict

yet not all instances of conflict reflect competiti Moreover, (scarce) resources are presented as

7



carnal in competition and conflict. Wallensteen(2016) explains conflict as a situation in
which two or more parties strive to acquire the sauarce resources at the same dirfiae
central point in this definition is scarcity.

Conflicts are not always necessarily about resaurEarther, even if the conflicts are about
resources, these resources are, in most occasimisnecessarily scarce. As many argue
(Galtung, 1975: 4; Deutsch, 1991: 311; Mollar, 2088), in many cases conflict is based on
perceptions rather than an attitude or behavioit &as generally been defined. Thus, while
discussing the concept of conflict, perception $thdae included as a central concept since the

conflict and the opponent’s intention often arermed according to subjective perceptions.

Concerning the origin of conflicts, it has usuatigntered around two ontological strands of
subjectivist and objectivist approach (Axt et @006). The subjectivist approach attributes the
origin of conflicts to the perceived incompatilyilif goals (Swanstrom and Weissman, 2005: 3).
This is to imply that many goals are subjectivergeived as incompatible by actors in the
conflict. However, objectively seen, goals cantm@maoughly compatible. Incompatibility may be
due to misinformation, cultural misunderstandingrosperceptions such as stereotypes, mistrust
or emotional stress. The objectivist approachattes the origin of conflicts in the social and
political make-up and structure of society (ibig: 8ontrary to the subjectivist approach, the
implication here is conflict can exist independgmt the perceptions of the parties involved. As
Schmid (1968: 4) put it: “[class conflict] is notcanflict because the classes have incompatible
goals, fight each other, and hate each other ...rfther] a conflict because the social structure

is such that one class loses what the other class.w

We may draw a conclusion from this discussion that distinction between subjective and
objective origin of conflict may not have analyticsignificance. As Mitchell (1991: 221)

commented, the objective observer, in labelingstinecture of a system as conflictual or violent
contrary to the perception of the parties involvesdmaking a subjective interpretation. That
means, it is based on one’s own subjective valueb aiteria that determines as to what

constitutes a conflict in the first instance. Hertbe objectivist approach cannot be value-free as

% It is important to note that resources are noy @ebnomic in nature and that the terminology migkgs conflicts
involving political issues (representation andzatiship) security orientations (political and eaoi® security),
environmental concerns, historical issues etc.



it reflects “another subjective assessment of thetson ... by some third party rather than by

the participants” (ibid).

Given the conflicts in the Horn of Africa and padiarly the conflict in Gambella which are
protracted, multi-layered and inter-linked to lqaahtional, transnational actors and interests, it
seems evident that these conflicts are best exgulaas a dynamic process involving a mixture of
subjective features (such as identities, perceptioaeds and interests) and supposedly objective
structural ones (such as political and economigmalization, unequal distribution of resources
and government deficits and regional conflict pad® Therefore, any exclusive reliance on
either subjectivist or objectivist approach willope insufficient to understand the dynamics of

conflict in the Gambella region of Ethiopia.

The other important point is conflict is not a &taituation but a dynamic one (Swanstrom and
Weissman, 2005: 6) i.e. the intensity level of aftict changes over time as the conflicts life
cycle or dynamics changes. According to Swanstroch\&eissmann (ibid: 12), conflicts tend to
be described as dynamic in regard to their intgnesitels, i.e. escalating from (relative) stability
and peace into crisis and war (conflict), thereafteescalating into relative peace. It is also
argued that these dynamics are reoccuitridgderstanding conflict dynamics is essentialaior
understanding of how, where and when to apply @iffe strategies and measures of conflict
prevention and management. In principle, confligvention, conflict management and conflict

resolution are regarded as applicable in diffeptmatses of a conflict cycle
2.1.2. Causes of conflict

Various approaches to the analysis of causes dlicamave focused on different aspects such as
socio-economic, politico-cultural, identity formais, historical circumstances and society’s
experience. While these approaches embodied theeswf conflict either to larger social

structures (shaped by institutional relationshipsl avalue differences) or to an internal

* It should be noted that many scholars add stablmetimes called durable, peace as an additiorsalepim which
the conflict is considered resolved i.e. the readgeg pattern of the conflict has been stopped.

® Generally, conflict prevention measures are desigor the early phases, before the conflict hasive manifest.
Management measures are applied in later phases avleenflict is manifest, but before violence haswred.
Conflict resolution, on the other hand, is appliedhe de-escalation phase after a violent confil$ occurred.
However, it is also argued that resolution cangygiad in all phases as soon as the conflict isifesin(Swanstrom
and Weissmann, 2005: 11).



psychological environments (social level frustrajiove need also to look into national, regional
and transnational actors, besides the local dyrsgmaied factors in the approaches to conflict.
These multiple approaches to the causes of costiowv that there is no single explanation. For
analytical convenience in this study, we look & thuses of conflict in the Horn of Africa from

certain broad clusters of categories.

The commonly alluded causes of conflicts are: tianyj ideology, ethnicity, self-determination,

religion, access to resources, domination and agysoller, 2003: 8). Regarding the causes of
inter-state conflicts, Pfetsch and Roheoff (citedRiedie, 2013: 6) identify nine items which they
call commaodities. These are: territory (bordergession, decolonization, autonomy, ideology,
national power, regional predominance, internaligoaver and resources. It is widely accepted
that the classic cause of inter-state conflicersitory (Axt et al., 2006: 12). On the other hand,
the causes of intra-state (local or national) dotsflor civil war are associated broadly with the
role of ethnic and religious identity (David, 199¥7; Mary kaldor, 1999: 3) and political

economy, better known as “greed and grievance”l(@allier and Hoeffler, 2006: 21).

The other important point is the fact that the drsvof conflict are not only internal dynamics
(local and national actors and networks), theyadse external as they entail transnational actors
and networks which are at the same time, similanternal dynamics, social, economic, political
and military. This is to imply that we need to ingorate in our study the interplay of local,
national and transnational conflict dynamics in tlegion from historical and contemporary
processes and the role played by the state, capitall society, institutional conditions and

identity constructions and citizenship discourses.

Given this brief conceptual issues, the conflidtgra in the Horn of Africa and particularly the
conflict formation in Gambella resembles the bestneple to entertain the multiple causes of
conflict. We, however, cannot discuss all the caudfeconflict in the region where peace could
not be attained for more than half a century, wiscim fact beyond the scope of the study. Redie
(2013: 7) mentions some of those most commonlyrmedieto as: 1) culture (ethnicity, religion,
language); 2) livelihood-based resources (landewafrazing, and pasture); 3) politics (power,
inequality, discrimination, marginalization); 4)cso-economic (poverty, drought, environmental
degradation); 5) lifestyle (peasantry, sedentargstqral, nomadic, highland, lowland); 6)

dysfunctional government practices (state legitynateficiency, unproductive electoral
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practices, dictatorship, lack of autonomy, and nmalgzation of local indigenous institutions; 7)

underdevelopment (agriculture, pastoral and agstepal economy).

The combinations of some or all of these causelmexthe myriads of conflict in the region. If
we take our case study of conflicts in Gambellacame see that a combination of livestock based
resource competition, cultural differences, sodor@mic incompatibilities, and competition for
political space are dynamics at the local level.national level, inappropriate polices at the
centre are additional factor to the dynamics offlodn Cross-border issues such as resource
competition between ethnic groups in Gambella amadgléi State of South Sudan, refugee
influxes from and the continued conflict dynamiesSouth Sudan underpin the transnational
dimensions of the conflict formation in GambellaheTinter-state conflicts also resemble a
combination of various elemerftdt is also important to remind that the causesafflict are
also influenced by structures and levels of conflie. local (community), national (intra-state)

and transnational (inter-state wars and proxie=)as where the conflicts are played out.
2.1.3. Security: what is it?

Many scholars postulate that security is a condestencept; complex for definition,
measurement and policy operationalization (Buzad Hansen, 2007; Paul, 2008). This is
because security undoubtedly means different thtogdifferent people. Buzan (1991a: 432)
defines security as “the pursuit of freedom frome#t and the ability of states and societies to
maintain their independent identity and their fimal integrity against forces of change which
they see as hostile”. Traditionally, the conceps@cturity was state-centric characterized by the
military interaction of sovereign states. This tti@al notion of security was largely shaped by
the Cold War. For this reason, the focus concerseqgurity was on inter-state relations rather
than intra-state conditions.

Structural changes in international system in tbst [Cold War era have raised questions over
the traditional realist conception of security kmoas “national security”. This is because, the

post-Cold War world has been subject to deepenioigagization, a process associated with the

® The longest civil war in the Sudan involves vasdactors that range from identity politics to cuétl and religious
differences, resource, marginalization and dysfonal government at the center. The Ethio-Eritreanflict of
1998 involved culture, politics, external intervient socio-economic differences and dysfunctionalegoment
practices.
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growth of international linkages, an erosion of thgonomy of the sovereign state (Patman,
2006: 9), and particularly, the creation of newusitg environment in which the patterns of

conflict have moved beyond the protection of tlaes{ibid).

The shift from state-centric conception of secutityards a people-centered approach has come
to hold a central place after the end of the Colar VAlong with this shift came the notion that
states ought not to be the sole or even main mfet security. The Human Development
Report of the UNDP, a report credited for introshgcia magnificent concern with the phrase

‘Human Security’, captures the whole picture ofiség as understood then:

The concept of security has for too long been pregted narrowly: as security of
territory from external aggression, or as protectiof national interests in foreign
policy... Forgotten were the legitimate concerns mwiirary people who sought
security in their daily livegUNDP, 1994: 22).

Despite the ongoing debates about the scope ofigedhere seems to be consensus among its
proponents that there should be a “shift of attenfrom a state-centered to a people-centered
approach to security that concern with the securftgtate borders should give way to concern
with the security of the people who live within seoborders” (Tadjbakhsh, 2007: 5).

State security has been the main national poliendg of countries in the Horn of Africa. The
conflict prone nature of the region and tit-forjaticy of member states has served the claim to
national security which is actually equivalent ®gime security. Irrespective of territorial
integrity and modest national security, Ethiopia hastorically tailored in political conflicts of
various types. Its southwestern frontier lowlandioa is one of the conflict prone regions
bordering the Sudan and now South Sudan. The sedymamics in Gambella is the outcome
of intertwined factors of local, national and traagonal conflict dynamics that indicates the

weakness of the Ethiopian state in the Southwestiér.

" In an attempt to broaden the concept of secutity, Copenhagen School of Security Studies idestiéiad
develops five security sectors; the Military, thaifcal, the Societal, the Economic and the Enminental Sector
(Buzan et al., 1998: 49-163).
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2.1.4. Conflict and Security: where is the link?

Conflict and security are closely inter-related andtually reinforcing. Conflict is the most

noteworthy and also precarious threat for every loh actors in international system. Several
studies on peace and conflict have shown that mMiot®nflicts caused insecurity which is

characterized by breakdown of law and order, irgwea crime rate and proliferation of arms
(see Buzan and Hansen, 2009; Ken Both, 2007; P@08).

In contemporary world, armed/violent conflicts ardra-state conflicts. Civilian population
constitutes a majority of victims in these armed &iolent conflicts. It is now widely accepted
that the main threats do not come from major istate confrontations any more, but from local
and national (intra-state) conflicts. The rationfde new approaches to security that considers
threats inside the state seems also informed hig loigthe change of war. These threats are
equally felt by the individual/communities insideetstate and the state itself. There are various
reasons why intra-state/internal conflicts are b@og serious security concerns. First, at the
very individual level/community level, conflictseaia threat for human beings (in the form of
human security and societal security) as crimensgdiumanity and genocide. Second, at the
state level, the possibility of spill-over effeat$ the civil war in one state to another makes

internal conflicts to become threats to other nietging state’s

Generally, intra-state conflicts poses main segutlireats for both the host states and
neighboring statés Existence of violent conflict in one state willave impact on the
neighboring, particularly geographically proximastate in terms of refugee influx and (in)
security related to refugees and arms flow. As @age study may show, the civil war in the
Sudan and now the dynamics of violent conflict out® Sudan have already produced mass
influx of refugees and arms flow to Gambella. Retignovements are result of violent conflict

and at the sometime they may serve as causes fictbetween them and host community as

8 Buzan, Weaver and de Walde (1998) in their “Newnfi@éwork for Security Analysis” strongly argue tiia)
security transfers in shorter distances than looger. States very close to the state experiendivignt conflicts
will be seriously affected than the other statedctvtdo not share borders with the state experigneiolent
conflicts.

® The impact of intra-state conflicts on the hosttestsecurity could be seen from two main pointgsigtal and
political. Physically, during intra-state conflictearly all infrastructures of the state may betrdged. Political
effects of violent conflicts on the host state also inevitable. Collapse of central authority ngiwe birth to what
Collier (2002) called “trap of conflict” in the for of power struggle.
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evidenced from three refugee camps in Gambellanaadin Pinyudo refugee camp. The flow of
arms from South Sudan, which has been washed bl ama and light weapons due to the

longest civil war in the Sudan, has produced sergacurity problems in Gambella.
2.2. Inter-linked Conflicts and “Security Complex”: a th eoretical view

In the turbulent region of the Horn of Africa, amier of local conflicts have become entwined
in complex patterns of national and transnatiomaflects by the involvement of other states,
non-state contestants and spill-over effects fraherostates’ civil war. This phenomenon of
“new wars” is now termed as inter-linked/transnadio conflicts. Arguably, this linkage of
conflicts is a reflection of a growing importandet conflicts in the region needs to be looked
into a complex set of local, national and transmati conflict dynamics. The following
theoretical insights about inter-linked conflictedasecurity dynamics will be a powerful
analytical framework to grasp the linkages of lpcational and transnational conflict dynamics

in Gambella.
2.2.1. Inter-linked conflicts and security dynamics

Among the various analytical approaches for undadihg transnational patterns of conflict, the
“Regional Security Complex Theory” developed by Bazand Weaver (Buzan, 1991; Buzan
and Weaver, 2003) is the most quoted in the acaddistourse on security. As it is defined in
their work, “Regional security complex is a groustates whose primary security concerns link
together sufficiently close that their national sy concerns cannot reasonably be considered

apart from each other” (Buzan and Weaver, 2003: 44)

The regional security complex theory is foundededasn the traditional security concEphat
considers states as the only unit of analysis angvhom security is sought. Hence, Buzan and
Weaver are cautious about to apply the theory incAfthat its “state system”, which they
characterize as weak in controlling their terriggrand peoples and lack of meaningful borders,
is not the one based in Westphalia framework. Magtificantly, the key role played by non-

19 Traditionally, the concerns of security studiesehheen mainly a state’s ability to counter extetheeats, in the
form of military and political amity and enmity et¢ions. In the post-Cold War era, the approachesetmrity
studies turned into a more comprehensive framewmak looked at the threats (non-military as wellnsititary)
faced by non-state actors (like individuals, sogiaups, etc) as well as the state.
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state actors in Africa indicates the security disse in Africa is not similar to that of the

Westphalia model (Buzan and Weaver, 2003: 223)irTdeneral conclusions about Africa are
twofold. First, non-state actors have a large impacthe continent’s security dynamics. Second,
the inter-state boundaries may be more misleadiag helpful as a way of understanding the
security actors and dynamics in play (ibid: 247-48)us, the idea of a regional security complex
might be helpful to some respects but may not bdfitiest in the understanding of the patterns
of conflict in the Horn of Africa and particularlyur case study. The conflicts in Gambella are
not just regionalized. They are also often localjzeationalized and globalized all at the same

time.

The regional conflict formation model developed thg Center on International Cooperation
(CIC)" in 2001 for the analysis of conflict formationtime Great Lakes Region of Africa could
be another analytical framework for the analysisntér-linked conflicts in the Horn of Africa.
The CIC model defined regional conflict formatios ‘a set of transnational conflicts that form
mutually reinforcing linkages with each other asragtate borders and through the region,
making for more protracted conflicts” (CIC, 2001). Ihe model is drawn from four key
elements. First, contemporary armed conflicts temde regional. Second, regional conflict
formations are characterized by regional and glqdmditical, military, economic and social
networks. Third, a regional conflict managementatsfyy addresses the geographical and
functional elements of such formations. Fourthegianal approach engages regional and/or sub-
regional states, intergovernmental organizatiorts @wil society networks (CIC, 2001: 5-6). At
the operational level, the regional conflict forreatmodel proposes that conflict management
approaches should be integrative taking into acctihenlinkages and networks of conflict within
the region and sub-regions (ibid: 11).

This model assumes that conflicts are neither Jameaill nor intra-state, they may cross national
boundaries. The linkages among local, national, @rehsnational actors facilitate the
transnational aspect of such formations. Globabfadike multinational companies (engaged in

land grabbing or oil drilling) can aggravate coctBi by facilitating resource based conflicts and

1 The model was developed by Center on Internati@ualperation, New York University and the Africapaee
Forum, Nairobi, Kenya in November, 2001 after thigys discussion among academics, professionals and
government representatives held in Nairobi. The eh@lto analyze regional conflict formation in tBeeat Lakes
Region of Africa and then to recommend policy opsido resolve the conflict in the region.
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cross-border migrations. The national actor maycesmate conflicts by the transnational

activities that connect them to regional globalizd@and power.

This is particularly evident in our case study cdn@ella conflict formation whereby cross-
border migration and contested citizenship, porooisler, weak states, and land grabbing are
intertwined factors of local, national, and trartsmaal aspects of the conflict in Gambella.
Moreover, the Gambella conflict, one among the manthe Horn of Africa, shows how the
conflict has been and continues to be produced bgnge of factors like ethnicity, political
systems at the center, inter-state relations, Sag#anivil wars, influx of refugees and the new

conflict dynamic in the newly born republic of SbiBudan.

Furthermore, recent studies on the contemporarny wiar evidenced that civil wars are not
limited to national boundaries. They reveal a tnati®nal character whereby key actors,
resources and events span national boundariesit€gle2003) and Ellingsen (2000) presented
large amount of quantitative data showing how |gés between states and regional factors
strongly influence the risks of transnational disiens of civil war. The neighborhood effect has
been replicated in many other studies as well Gleglitsch, 2002; Sambanis, 2001). As for
instance, ongoing conflict in neighboring state nexy to easy availability of small arms and
light weapons and thus making it relatively lespansive for groups to mobilize insurgencies.
On the other hand, the increase in risk may alsm $tom actor-specific forms of intervention
and support from actors outside the state in quesMoreover, civil war become regionalized
and internationalized through direct interventiooni neighboring states (Reagan, 2000: 2).
However, direct interventions from other statescivil war are relatively rarg. States may
intervene in more indirect ways in disputes in otsates. For instance, by providing forms of

covert support to one of the parties or by perngttiebels to operate without major obstacles.

In a nutshell, the conflict formation in Gambellaatticularly after the second half of the™20
century) has been entangled with the civil war he Sudan not only because Gambella is
geographically proximate to Southern Sudan but #isopeople of the region share the same

ethnic groups with the people on the other side¢hef border and the mutual destabilization

12 according to Uppsala Conflict Data System about &2the internal conflicts are considered intermagiized
civil wars whereby either the government or theasion receives support from the government oép#tates.
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policies of the successive Ethiopian and Sudanesergments. Thus, treating the Gambella
conflict formation as fully domestic events in Efpia is problematic, as the risks of civil war
may be influenced by participants and processesdmithe boundaries of the Ethiopian state. In
this study we will be examining how transnationalkhges and interactions across the

boundaries between Ethiopia and South Sudan affeatynamics of conflict in Gambella.
2.2.2. Mapping the three-levels of conflicts in the Horn Africa

It is important to reiterate that a simple classifion of conflicts in the Horn of Africa is
problematic because of the evident multi-casualfirdimensional and inter-connected nature of
conflicts in the region. For analytical leveragethis study, however, a dichotomous distinction
of conflicts at three levels of local, national anansnational seems adequate, albeit only with
the addition of their combination in internatiozald local conflicts, here labeled inter-linked
conflicts.

The distinction of conflicts within and between teta rests on the political status of the
combatants. If the combatants are recognized mendfehe international state system, then the
conflict is defined as inter-state (Paul, 2011: %) the contrary, if one of the combatants is not
a recognized member of the international stateegydiut is located within a recognized state,

the conflict is defined as intra-state or civil wWenid).

Conflicts between states have shown a remarkadlectien in the post Cold War éfaMost of
today’s armed conflicts are intra-state. Accordiogvioller (2003: 4), intra-state conflicts take
place either between different groups within a stygior between the state and an insurgent
group. The contentious issue or incompatibilities this type of conflicts have been lamped
together under the headings of government anddgrri.e. as having to do with either the type
of political system or the incumbent governmenivah the territorial issues such as secession or

autonomy (Wallensteen and Sollenberg, 2002: 631).

13 For instance, according to Uppsala Conflict DatagPamme, of the 96 armed conflicts that occurretivben
1989 and 1996, only five were between states. fdraltbecomes even more pronounced in the 2000=e(Famd
Schmitt, 2012: 4).
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For the last 50 years the Horn of Africa has seffleprotracted, chronic and complex local,
national and inter-state/transnational conflit{Cliffe, 2004: 151). Overall, the conflict in the
region falls into three levels: local (society-sg), national (state-society), and transnational
(state-state/ proxy wars). While transnationaltéssiate/proxy wars) are conflicts between
sovereign states, national (state-soct8tyonflicts relate to civil wars (communities with
legitimate grievances challenge the state). Losatiéty-society) are conflicts of communal
strife (intra-communal and inter- communal) undex shadow of the state (Redie, 2013: 6). In
addition to these major inter-state and intra-stedes, countries in the region have also fought
many proxy wars against each other by engaging hatvCliffe (2002: 54) calls “mutual
interference”, support for each other’'s insurgenoyvements. Paul (2011: 11) noted that the
common underpinning sources for all these conflicthe region are the state. A fragile state or
a state in crisis in the region has become thecesuwf conflicts and insecurity.

Having a clear understanding of actors and issuemeh conflict level and their dynamics is
paramount. At the local level, identity groups cetepover access to resources (water, land,
cattle). Interactions among these identity groups/olve common, conflicting and
complementary interests. For instance, pastorgiistips search for space for their animals. In
most instances sedentary communities are relutdaaitow pastoralists access to their crops yet
animals allowed to forage on the vegetation remainafter cultivation will automatically

provide natural fertilizer for the next season srophis indicates as Brink (et al., 1995: 4)

14 According to the Uppsala Conflict Data Programsiace 1990 the Horn of Africa has suffered fromssate
based armed conflict dyads, 179 non-state armeflictsrdyads, and 22 dyads of one-sided violendee $tate-
based armed conflicts have resulted in approxim&®1,510 battle-related fatalities; the non-stataed conflicts
have killed approximately 31,511 people; and roydt8,264 have been massacred in the campaignsees$idad
violence.

15 Among the region’s major inter-state wars the ehfeught between Ethiopia and Somalia. The firsi @61
escalated in 1964 and lingered in 1967 and thensktp1977 and 1978 both over Ogaden. The third was in
2006 and 2009 when Ethiopian forces intervenedoimaia to dismantle Islamic Courts Union which thigwed
it as a threat to Ethiopia’s stability and teriigbrintegrity. The 1998 border war between Ethiogiad Eritrea is
perhaps the largest war the region has seen ipastecolonial era, at least in terms of causalgures.

18 Every country in the region has faced at leastaviewar during the post colonial era. In mosses, states have
fought multiple civil wars, with the parties to thenflict the state or militia groups created bg #tate on the one
side and sub-state actors, such as ethnic, refigi@gional or other political organization on tither hand. Sudan
(1955-1972 and 1983-2005 and the current Darfsisjrand Ethiopia (1960- 1991 and various confiictthe post-
1991) suffers complex and multiple society-stateflicts.

" These are often fought between ethnic and clanpgrover resources such as land, water and lidesBambella
has for so long riddled by violet conflicts amoragivus ethnic groups for resources such as watkehastock.
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showed, pastoralists and sedentary farmers areatypiinvolved in a complex networks of
economic exchange. However, in a situation of emvirental extremity and governance deficit

inter-group interactions may come to be dominateditect clashes of interest.

The local conflict/cooperation interactions are moiaffected by the policies and actions of
government at the center. In some cases, as thes cudy of the conflict in Gambella shows,
ethnic and clan conflicts over resources such ad, lavater and livestock are aggravated by
government interference, on one side or the otheertain identity groups engage in rebellion
or resist policy measures, government tend to vetex in communal conflicts by supporting
rival identity groups . Similarly, intra- and inteommunal conflicts over resources may become
violent and deadly due to government inability tlm@ss them. At national level, contenders for
power seek to dominate the national political psscand their by obtain control over the
resources made available to internationally recoeghi authorities. Under the prevailing
conceptualization of sovereignty, the group, paonganization or family that constitutes the
“legitimate” political authority has exclusive asseto benefits derived from governmental

activities.

At the transnational level, governments and corgenébr power have been supported by other
countries in the region, other governments and gmrernmental organizations. The many
weapons provided to combatants and the politicapst for each other’'s rebels defused to
combatants at the local levels that entangled dbel ldynamics into national and transnational
conflict dynamics. The tit-for-tat policy of sucsdge governments in Ethiopia and Sudan led the

Gambella conflict to have transnational dimensions.
2.2.3. The relevance of Game Theory in conflict analysis

Game theory is the formal study of conflict and pemtion. Theodore and Bernhard (2001: 4)
stated that game theoretic concepts apply whenéver actions of several agents are
interdependent. Hovi (1998: 11) defined game themya theory of interaction among rational
actors. Hovi's definition explicitly states the fimmental assumption of game theory, that of
actors making rational choice in the context o&tegic interaction. The assumptions about

rational® actors are: 1) act consistently with their prafess and beliefs, where preferences are

18 For an introductory overview on the concept oioradlity, see for example Chapter 2 in Hovi (1998).
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assumed to be transitiVeand beliefs non-contradictory; 2) choose the Ipesisible among
available means in order to achieve goals thexe ha a given situation; 3) act so as to
maximize their own interests taking into accoun& strategic environment, that is, the range of
possible choices other actors have, acknowleddhmag the outcome for all is determined by
the actions of all (ibid: 19).

For the purposes of this thesis, game theory is thesight of as a methodology for examining
strategic behavior among interacting and interddpetunits or actors in the conflict. If seen as
a methodology rather than as a theory, it is dlear no definitive game theoretic interpretation
of a sequence of real world events such as theddati up to the conflict in Gambella could be
developed. In game theory, the interacting uniés called players. Who or what constitutes a
player, however, is a determination left to theiwidhal analyst. Normally, the identification of
players depends on the analyst’s purpose and thafispresearch questions addressed. One
could, for example, conceive of the conflict in Gaatta as a two-actor game between Anywaa
and Nuer, as a two-actor game between the cermdva@rgment and Anywaa opposition, or as a
three-actor game among Anywaa and Nuer, centratrgavent and regional actors. Simply,
both the number and identification of players amtrae-game theoretic decisions that, in
principle, should be driven by theoretical and/ope&ical factors rather than by methodological

considerations.

Further, to model an interaction (a game), it isessary to specify the following elements: (1) a
set of players that interact; (2) a set of avadabirategies/actions for each player; (3) the
information players have when making a choice;tl4) potential outcomes which follow from
different combinations of actions players have enosnd (5) the preferences each player has
over outcomes (Hovi, 1998: 27). This is the firgtpsin formal modeling; the second step is to
examine how rational players’ strategies interaciptoduce possible solutions for the game
(Gates and Humes, 1997: 12).

For this thesis, dynamic model is preferred becauiseludes the situations in which one actor

can observe the other actor's move before it makatecision. Thus, the model is a non-

191f it is assumed that A > B and B > C, then ildels that A > C.
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cooperative ganf®@ This makes it easy to analyze the model undderdift assumptions
regarding the information the players have. Adwimplication of game theory assumptions for
this thesis, the argument by Kydd (2004: 346-34&) the gap that game theory is particularly
meaningful when it is used in conflict and secustydies since stakes are high for the actors
involved, and thus the actors carefully consideirtbtrategies and have strong preferences over
outcomes. lastly, it is good to bear in mind thHea tesearcher’s intention is not to test game
theory in Gambella conflict formation, rather tonbét from the theory to identify the most
important elements of the conflict, to define tleoas and to specify the relationships among

them in order to derive logical inferences in thalgsis of the conflict in Gambella.
2.3. Related empirical studies

The conflict in Gambella has received little schiglattention so far. There are few studies on
the long standing ethnic conflicts among ethnicugsoin the region and recently conflicts
associated with the introduction of federalism damd lease issues dominated academic and

media works on Gambella. These include theses|eghd political and media works.

Most of the available literature on the conflict@ambella deals with the dynamics of local, at
the sometime historical, conflict dynamics amonign&t groups in Gambella. These works are
anthropological studies of ethnic relations patady among the Anywaa and Nuer of Gambella
(Kurimoto, 1994; 2004; Dereje, 2003; 2004; Alexand006; Ojulu, 2011). These
anthropological studies show that the inter-etlwaicflict of the Anywaa and Nuer in Gambella
is one of the prominent and protracted one. Thagetthe inter-ethnic conflicts back in the early
20" century with the commencement of the advancemgthtieoNuer towards east. The Nuer
expansion was in search of pasture and water. €Hnly contacts and relations were more
peaceful (Dereje, 2003: 23).

Very recent works (Dereje, 2009; Dawit, 2011; M&ika 2011) gives attention to the
introduction of ethnic federalism and Gambella eigrece. These studies, in one way or another,
explains the challenges of ethnic federalism in Galta region which is a multi-ethnic with a

considerable size of “highlanders” that comes fagher ethnic states. The new political formula

20 Non-cooperative game theory, in contrast to coatper game theory, assumes that actors cannot biaklng
commitments (Rasmusen, 2007: 21).
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has brought new dimensions and actors to the dysaofilocal conflict that has been about
resources (water and pasture). As Dereje wrotdy, thig introduction of ethnic federalism in the
post-1991 the Anywaa and Nuer employed differeritipal strategies to access and legitimize
resource claims (Dereje, 2006: 953). He argued ttatAnywaa’s reaction to the problems
created by the Nuer have crystallized into “thejgmbof containment”, a strategy aimed at
holding back the Nuer expansion into their terréger On the other hand, the Nuer have
crystallized into what Dereje called “catching wgfned at inclusion into the political structure
(ibid).

Very few works attempts to show the impact of thel avar in the Sudan on Gambella.
Particularly Regassa (2010) and Chan (2007) doctedehe impact of south Sudanese refuges
on the host communities in Gambella. This has leease in Pinyudo and Dimma refugee
camps in which refugees were targeted by theirco®iner as their fellows were at war with
Anywaa in Gambella and Itang (Chan, 2007: 67).

Overall, these studies are limited either by thm@rspective or the time frame. The conflict
formation in Gambella could not be limited to tleedl ethnic relations and conflict between
Anywaa and Nuer. The local conflict dynamics hagrbshaped and reshaped by national
political processes and transnational conflict ayiza. The literature on the civil war in the

Sudan and its impact on Gambella presumed the etttk eivil war in the Sudan in 2005 will

give breathing space for Gambella. Yet, the curoamiflict dynamics in South Sudan, national
political process at home and the transnationallicbontinue to shape the conflict formations
in Gambella region. Ethnic conflicts, the failuredisarmament and insecurity in South Sudan,
new wave of cattle raiding along the border betw&ambella and South Sudan and cross-
border insurgency continue to produce new waveoocél| national and transnational conflict
dynamics that have spill-over to Gambella. Thislgtuherefore, attempts to fill the lacuna in the
Gambella conflict formation by examining it fromethinterplay of the local, national and

transnational conflict dynamics.
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Chapter Three

Methodological Issues

Studying the conflict dynamics that are entanglad interlinked webs of conflicts both at the
political developments in the center and acrosdthendaries to transnational dynamics requires
combining a local micro-level process with a natiomevel political reform process and
transnational dynamics that are shaped by natjooldical reforms. Thus attempts are made at
the local level to understand inter-ethnic relagiothrough various tools. Moreover, the
researcher attempts to analyze cross border faatorthe “who is with whom” alliance

formations across the border between Ethiopia andhSSudan.

This part of the thesis presents methodology okthdy that entirely shaped the research design
and methods of data collection as well as the nraaheresentation and interpretation of the
collected data through various tools. The ratidoapreferring a qualitative methodology for the
study are depicted; selection of research sitefjads and design, and sampling procedures and

data collection techniques are presented followdescription of the study area.
3.1. Description of the study area

Gambella is located in southwestern frontier ofiggila. 766km far from the center, Gambella is
one of the most remote parts of Ethiopian lowlandss lowland pains are part of the Sudd
hydraulic complex and between June and Novembelt wiothis lowlands are flooded and
marshes cover substantial areas. Gambella is cidgsseveral large rivers that flow into the
Sobat River in South Sudan and hence to White Riieers like Baro, Akobo, Gilo and Alwero
are natural borders between Gambella and SouthnSadd major natural resource for their
livelihood and transpiration. Gambella covers alttind size of 25,274 Kmlt borders Oromia
Regional state in the East, and SNNPRS in the Ssah Jonglei and Upper Nile State of South

Sudan are its most Western frontiers borders (sge M below).
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According to the 2010 census, the population of B&ha is 307,000. This figure makes it the
second smallest state after Harar. Gambella is afnEthiopia’s multi-ethnic regional state,

comprising major “indigenous” ethnic groups; Anywaad Nuer and three minor groups —
Majang, Opo and Komo. Beside these indigenous etgroups, Gambella also comprises a
sizable immigrant community, although not few ofrh are born and brought there, of
commonly known as “highlanders”.

Since 1995, Gambella’s administrative structure wedrawn and three zones were created.
Anywaa zone constitutes six Anywaa inhabiMtbredasalong the Baro and Akobo Rivers.
Abobo, Gog, Jor, Gambella Zuriya, Gambella and DarwWioreda were transferred from
SNNPRS in 1996 and became the Anywaa’'sWareda This made the Anywaa a political
majority controlling six out of nin&Voredas With a population of over 65,000, the Anywaa

spread comfortably over eight of the region’s nileredascovering 70% of the regions land.
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The Nuer belongs to the nation who lived in todetaith Sudan. According to Markakis (2011
80), the recent history of the Eastern Nuer is @ingteady expansion Eastward in the Gambella
plain, where the abundance of pastureland and peEmmhavater sources are obvious attraction.
The longest civil war in the Sudan contributedtiage influx of these people into Gambella. By
the turn of the 2% century, the Nuer in Gambella reached 148,000 (CZ®A0). This figure is
more than double of the Anywaa. The 1995 redistigiouof zones, allocated thr&®oredasto

the Nuer, the three Woredas are Akobo, Jigaw amd la

The other indigenous groups are the three minertieMajang, Opo and Komo. The Majang,
are the third largest indigenous group in Gambé@ltee 2010 population census put their number
to 22,000. They lived in Majanger Zone that congti$ twoWeredas Gondere and Mengesh
Woreda They also found in Abobo in small number. Accagdio the 2010 census, the Komo,
with a population of 8,000 live dispersed in Garfdbeduria Wereda They also live in
Benishagul Gumuz region. The other group, Opo mbmered less than 1,000 and lives in Itang

SpecialWoredaand few also reside in Akobo and Jikewereda

In addition to the indigenous groups, since the0¥98ambella has also witnessed a huge influx
of diverse ethnic groups from the central/highlgadgts of the country. This wave of migration
has introduced a new category of people in Gamieitavn as “highlanders” or “Degenga” in
local maxim. The category highlander is only apgilie in Gambella context and it is generally
used to collectively refer to other Ethiopians he tregion who do not belong to the five
indigenous groups of the region. This category @bgbe makes 26% of the total population
(CSA, 2010). The identity boundary between the fimdigenous ethnic groups versus the
highlanders is constructed along linguistic, raeiatl cultural origins. From the locals’ vantage
point, the brown colored highlanders and the cérdthiopian state are only two sides of the

same coin (Mossa, 2013: 31).

Politically and socio-economically, Gambella and people have been among the most
marginalized communities in Ethiopia. The histdricgrginalization combined with prolonged
conflicts on the other side of the border, it wontat be surprising then why Gambella has been
one of the conflict ridden regions of Ethiopia. Bes the geographical proximity of Gambella to

South Sudan which has been experiencing violenflictenfor more than four decades, the
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people of Gambella share historical and cultunalilarities with the people living on the other

side of the border. Thus any development in Soutla8 has spillover effects to Gambella.
3.2. Selection of research sites

Systematic field work was preceded by my previdwed field works in Gambella. My first field
visit to Gambella was between September and Oc2bEt as data collector and co-researcher
for the project "National Conflict Mapping” orgamid by the Institute for Peace and Security
Studies and House of Federation and financed bys#renan Development Cooperation, giz. |
was working in a specific district called Itang whiis a specialWeredaand the conflict |
studied was about the Highlander-Anywaa conflicty Becond field visit was conducted in
December, 2012 and January 2013. This time wamjoMaster of Arts in Peace and Security
Studies generously financed by the Freidrich Eliftung Research Award. Gambella city,
Abobo, Itang, Lari and JikaWeredawere the specific districts | collected data. Mid visit to
Gambella came between January and February 2014 Whias a supervisor for the project
“Baseline Survey for Sustainable Development of tBambella-Omo and Rift Valley
landscapes” conducted by the Horn of Africa Redidaiavironment Center and Network. |
covered all AnywadVeredasand particularly | stayed more in Gambella ZuAbpbo, Gog and
Jor Weredasof Anywaa Zone. Data for this study are mostlylexded in my third visit; data

from my previous visits also enrich the discussiothis study.

Understanding the conflict formation in Gambellanfr a broader perspective requires a multi-
sited diachronic project in which specific site® &elected on the basis of the issue being
explored. Thus, three sites Pukadi-Alwefebele of Abobo Wereda Abol Kiir Kebele of
Gambella ZuridNeredaand Lari and Wanthw#/eredasare selected to explore the dynamics of
local, national and transnational conflict dynamit&ambella. Pukadi-AlwerEebeleis one of
the Anywaa districts that recently experience venjique conflict related to the central
government. Abol KiirKebele is an AnywaaKebele but increasingly encircled by Nuer
settlements and one of the district that experidang existing conflicts between Anywaa and
Nuer. Lari and Wanthw&Veredasare NuerWeredasclose to Pibor County, Jonglei State of

South Sudan which are signs for cross border aigfiis well as alliances.
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Generally, the choice of these districts was infednby the nature and intensity of conflict
dynamics and interactions of people being explokdreover, qualitative design and its data
collection tools allow us to identify our particita and sites based on places and people that can
best help us understand our central phenomenorsy{@he 2009). In purposeful sampling the
standard used in choosing sites and participantghither they are information rich (Patton,
1990: 109).

3.3. Research design

This study is entirely based on qualitative redeatesign. As Straus and Corbin (1998) and
Patton (cited in Creswell, 2009: 156), remarkedalitptive research is about lives, lived

experiences, behaviors, emotions and feelings dsas/@bout organizational functioning, social

movements, cultural phenomenon and interactionwd®t groups. Besides, in a qualitative
inquiry, the intent is not to generalize to a pepoin but to develop an in-depth exploration of
the central phenomenon of the study. Hence, qtigBtalesign helps the researcher to pose
general, broad questions to participants and thé&urallows the participants to share their views

relatively unconstrained by researcher’s perspectiv

In addition, qualitative design is an approach ihick the inquirer often makes knowledge
claims based primarily on constructivist perspextwith an intent of developing a theory or
pattern or advocacy/participatory perspective (@edls 2009:). Kothari’'s explanation adds to
the picture that qualitative design is intendedstiody qualitative phenomenon. By qualitative
phenomenon, he meant phenomenon relating to otvimgoquality or kind (2004). In other

words, qualitative research design generates sesitlter in non-quantitative form or in the form

which are not subjected to rigorous quantitativalysis.

Therefore, according to Kothari (2004), when theppge of a research is to come up with non-
statistical forms, qualitative design is most usafud appropriate. Further, qualitative design is
exploratory and is useful when the researcher doe&now the important variables to examine
(Patton cited in Creswell, 2009: 109). Thus, qa#it design is appropriate for conducting a
study that has not been dealt with so far. Analyzire conflict formation in Gambella from a

broader local, national and regional dimensiond kel pioneering and hence needs analytical

and exploratory approaches.

27



3.4. Methods of data collection and instruments

Qualitative design and its method of data collectonsists of collecting data using forms/tools
with general, emerging questions to permit theigpent to generate responses, gathering
word/text or image/picture data and collecting infation from a small number of individuals or
sites (Creswell, 2009: 137). Hence, the designallthe researcher to collect both primary and
secondary data.

In addition, qualitative design often aspires caewphand detailed understanding of the issue
which can only be realized by talking directly teople, going to their homes or places of work
and allowing them to tell the stories unfilteredwlyat we presume to discover or what we have
read in the literature (ibid). Thus, primary dasacbllected from participants in their natural
setting using different tools such as interviewn(sstructured), observation and focus group
discussions. Furthermore, secondary sources arm tosgather information. A critical and

comprehensive reading is made on texts, governrassitives, journals, books, news both

printed and broadcast, and other documents relégdhe issue under study.
3.5. Selection of research participants

As indicated above, qualitative inquiry intends tmgeneralize to a population, but to develop
an in-depth exploration of the central phenomeAanunderstand the central phenomenon and
to get the research questions answered the reseapehposefully or intentionally select

individuals/participants. In a purposeful samplitigg standard used in choosing participants and

sites is determined by whether they are “infornmatioch” (Patton cited in Creswell, 2009: 109).

Therefore, the researcher purposefully selectsvimdals from the study sites. Snow ball
sampling was used to trace informants who are nmébion rich. Elders and individuals engaged
in the conflict or in the negotiation process akested using snow ball sampling. In the process
considerations were given for ethnic and gendeapaters. Seven interviews were made in each
Woredas Data collected using interviews in thiéoredaare used for the analysis of the inter-
ethnic relations among the conflicting parties.tker, data from these methods were important
in the analysis of the conflict between the Anyvpeditical elites and the central government.
Moreover, five interviews are made at Gambella witih the regional security officials at the
Region’s Security and Administrative Bureau as wadl at the Regional State Council and
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President Offices and from other sections. Intevsievith government officials and the data
generated from them were relevant in analyzingitiséitutional narratives that could not be
found in ordinary interviews. Two focus group dissions were also held in Gambella city and
similar considerations are taken in choosing infamta. The first focus group discussion among
the Nuer included six participants and the secamuld group discussion among the Anywaa
include seven participants. The data generatedhenfacus group discussion is used for the

analysis of the inter-ethnic conflicts between Amywaa and the Nuer.
3.6. Sampling techniques and sample size

Based on the research problem that the study isteméddress, Snow-ball sampling is used.
This is based on the rationale that snow-ball sengpé a purposeful sampling strategy in which
the researchers sample cases or individuals tffat dn some characteristics (Creswell, 2009).
The researcher identifies participants in Gambedtfion of theWoredasbased on their inter-
group relations and vulnerabilities to cross-bomtarflicts and security threats that comes across
the border in South Sudan. Moreover, the samplirajegy is helpful to trace individuals who
are information rich. Besides, flexibility was catered in sampling techniques and sample size

SO as to gain better outcome. Finally, the proe&ssnpt to be inclusive.
3.7. Methods of data analysis

Qualitative research study is about qualitative noimenon. The data collected through
gualitative methods interpreted accordingly. Inualdative design classification and connection
of data begins before the end of data collectiohdlp make sense in the data collection and
guide data generation (Kitchin and Tate, 2000)sTtelps the researcher to shape and reshape
data collection at the middle of data collectioragd Then the actual data analyses begin by
transcribing the data into English. Following tpisase, data collected was sorted and arranged
depending on the sources of information. Themes aatégories were formulated to
conceptualize, reduce and abstract the data whap the researcher to analyze them
accordingly.
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3.8. Validity of the data and ethical considerations

Efforts were made to ensure the validity of thead&irough mechanisms such as triangulating
data through interviews, cross checking informa@od documents and evaluation. In addition,
great care is taken during transcription. Regardiigcal considerations, the privacy and rights
of participants are duly respected. The participavere informed about the purpose of the study
and their consent was accordingly sought. Besitthesright of privacy of the participants were

not only guaranteed but also respected. All daliacted are kept with great confidentiality.
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Chapter Four

Findings and Discussions

Disaggregating conflicts in Gambella into localtioaal and transnational conflict dynamics
might help to understanding the distinctive paseshconflicts in Gambella at a time. However,
it is also vital to consider that these levels lareses to focus on one at a time. There is equal
need to synthesize and correlate the linkages sdevoels. In other words, what seems a local
conflict might be motivated by the other actors #actors outside the local arena. For instance,
inter-ethnic conflicts may seem caused by incorppatiivelihood strategies. But a close
inspection may reveal that the livelihood strategare rather compatible and the role of
government or the political developments at theterebrought new political factor in the
conflict. Or the role of insurgent groups and papioh influx across the border in South Sudan
may add dynamics to the local inter-ethnic corglicOr armed opposition might actually

represent mere frustration about eviction fromlémel, political prosecution or refugee flows.

For analytical convenience in this part, specificratives at a very specific district in Gambella
are presented to focus on one level of conflichdtme. The disaggregated levels are then
synthesized and correlated to understand the leskagross the levels and thus the dynamics of
conflict formation in Gambella. This is sorted @sta conclusion. Brief historical trajectories of
the conflict in Gambella are presented before ffexific narratives. This will avoid the risks of
repeating the historic conflicts in each specifarrative. The specific narratives are built on

recent developments but with strong linkage tohilséorical past.
4.1. Historical trajectories of the conflict

Gambella is one of the conflict prone frontierd=bhiopia. With regard to contemporary political
conflicts, it can be seen as an example for onth@fmost complex areas in the country. The
conflict in Gambella involves an intricate web otdr-related and overlapping factors. These
conflicts can be summed up as inter-ethnic, inthere, indigenous versus migrants, state
against ethnic groups and cross-border conflicke Anywaa-Nuer inter-ethnic conflict is the
most protracted and deep-rooted conflict with lggs at the center Addis Ababa and across the

border in South Sudan.
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The historic roots of the conflict can be tracedkom the eastward migration of the Jikany Nuer
group in the second half of the™@entury. The eastward expansion of the Nuer irttoRia
from South Sudan was in search of vital naturabusses such as pasture and water (Ojulu,
2011: 186; Dereje, 2009: 341; Medhane, 2006: 4jhénearly days, the Nuer were sensitive to
the Anywaa mode of production and thus did not rdgsAnywaa cultivated fields. Social
control inhibited raids against these immediateyinieors, and relations with the people directly

on the border of the Nuer settlement were morxeeldMedhane, 2006: 6).

However, this peaceful mode of interaction wasrlatéerrupted due to the gradual eastward
migration of the Nuer. By the end of the™®8entury the Nuer had already expanded their
territory fourfold. The 28 century commenced a major Nuer advancement irtditinal
Anywaa territories and this marked the genesishef Anywaa-Nuer conflict (Kelly, 2005: 2).
When they grew in number, the Nuer became reluatherding their cattle away from their

neighbors’ Anywaa farms and were ready for confxtan.

Thanks to the firearms they obtained from the tRémopian authorities in the highlands, the
Anywaa managed not only to contain Nuer territoeapansion but also launched counter
offensive against the Nuer to recover lost tene®r(Markakis, 2011: 106). The ivory-for-

firearms trade by the Nuer helps them to acquiresaand this led to the stabilization of
relations. Confrontation based on balance of pogradually gave way to socio-economic
cooperation. Since then the Anywaa and Nuer haatl lev relatively harmonious relations based

on cooperation, albeit small scale skirmishes (@ja011: 187).

The arrival of the Ethiopian Empire state in thelye20™ century accompanied by territorial

expansion and state and nation building led tostitgugation and enslavement of the lowland
Nilotic people. The Anywaa settlements close todgbearpments of the Oromo were the first to
meet the highland soldiers. The highlanders sulbgutiee local people and collect taxes from
them. In response to this, sporadic Anywaa opposgtarted in early 1910 when armed Anywaa
attacked police stations around Itang. Subsequetiithre have been skirmishes between the

Anywaa and the central government agents in Gambell
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In the 1960s and 1970s, due to the eruption ofitsiecivil war in the Sudan, the Nilotic People
in Gambella were mobilized for the war against tinewn highlanders in Ethiopia and Arab
Muslim North in the Sudan. The Ethiopian officisdssGambella had also suspected linkages of
Anywaa opposition in Gambella and Anya-nya guertize first guerilla armed group in the
Sudan) in southern Sudan. The Anywaa opposition mamed outlaws and were further
prosecuted. The first civil war in the Sudan (198%-2) produced flow of refugees into
Gambella. To accommodate the increasing flow otigeés into the region, the imperial
government of Ethiopia allowed refugees to settléang and granted them land for cultivation,
grazing and constructing houses. Refugees wergheobnly one to cross the border. Armed
groups linked to Anya-nya crossed the border irtadpia. These armed groups were a source

of insecurity for the communities in Gambella.

Markakis (2011) also documented that the Ethiogiewernment suspected links of the Anywaa
rebellion in Gambella and the Anya-nya movementh@ Sudan. Weapons of the later were
found in the hands of the Anywaa rebels in GambeSamilar historical grievances,
marginalization and cultural similarities betweenyivaa rebels and Anya-nya were a serious
concern for the local administration of the aredeTarchive from the then Gambella

administration revel that the two rebel groups &apressed interest to a common statehood.

[Both] the Anywaa and the Nuer are black peoplgeneral and should establish
their own government. They [Anya-nya] declared that this objective they
wanted to give military training to their childrdthe Anywaa and Nuer families
in Gambella] to fight in the struggle for freedomdaafter they establish their
own government they would be given important pastedministrative and

military positions..(Ragassa, 2010: 102).

Thus, it can be argued that the civil war in the&uhad extended battle fields across the border
and intensified insecurity and instability in Garitdée Furthermore, the increased influx of
refugees in the 1970s due to the escalation ofitlence in the Sudan intensified the suffering

of the local communities in Gambella.

Further political developments both in Ethiopia @hd Sudan in the mid 1970s entangled the
local inter-ethnic conflict into national and rega dynamics. Since the eruption of the first and
second civil war almost all South Sudanese libmatitovements benefited from the successive

Ethiopian governments. The three known South Sis#ahbration movements namely, Anya-
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nya | and Il and SPLM/A used the Ethiopian wesfeontier Gambella at varies times in 1960s,
1975 and 1983 respectively. These libration movemestablished their operation bases and
training camps inside Gambella during their sudeesstruggle against the government in

Khartoum.

In the second civil war, Gambella also became &anyjl base for the rebel SPLM/A which the
Derg supported in response to Sudan’s supporteioelrgroups fighting government at Addis
Ababa. With its headquarters near Itang, the SPLEEAuUp several camps in the region and
training center in Bonga. The military region allavSPLM/A “considerable freedom of action,
especially in dealing with the population in théugeee camps, where SPLA recruited youth for
its guerrilla army. That army had many Nuer sokliand commanders, and even the Murle, a

traditional enemy of the Anywaa, were represemdtkirank.” (Markakis, 2011: 223).

The second civil war had also produced huge infbixefugees in Gambella. In the 1980s,
Gambella hosted many refugees that outnumberetbtiaé community by a factor of three to
one. In the mid 1980s, the number of refugees eh850,000 and most of them settled in two
refugee camps of Itang and Pinyudo which are Anylaads. The presence of huge number of
refugees and incursion of the Jikany Nuer into Galfalsignificantly contributed to the conflict
formation in Gambella. This could be viewed frora thter-related factors of political and socio-

economic aspects.

Before the 1980s the Anywaa were the largest ettmaigp in Gambella and majority of the total
population. However, this demographic situationdretp change quickly in the mid 1980s due
to the influx of huge number of refugees fleeing divil war in Southern Sudan. In addition to
the influx of refugees, the longstanding patterfiseastward expansion of the Jikany Nuer
increased the Nuer population in Gambella. Furtloeenthe resettlement programme in the
1980s had also brought some 60,000 highlandersammb@lla. The Sudanese Nuer and all
settlement villages were set up in Anywaa terrgeriNow a days, the Anywaa are outnumbered
by large immigrant population and become a minonitytheir own homeland. This created
political and societal security threats among thgwaa and has been the main causes of the

frequent violent conflicts in Gambella since 1990s.
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Besides the grievances of local communities that herge refugee camps, the Anywaa-Nuer
conflict caused by competition for resources antitipal power was also extended to the
refugees. As the hostility between the two groupsakate, the refugee came to be targeted,
especially Nuer refugees by the Anywaa. This hanlscase in Pinyudo and Dimma refugee
camps in which refugees were targeted by theirgo&lner as their fellow were at war with
Anywaa in Gambella and Itang (Chan, 2007: 67).

The socio-economic impact of hosting huge refugemps was also significant in Gambella.
First, the refugee camps became centers of vasipaichtions run by UNHCR. The flood of food
aid in the region for two decades was a cripplirggndentive for local production. At one point
the price of a quintal of maize fell into threerbiess than the cost of the bag itself (five birr)
forcing local production out of the market (MarkakR011: 222). This created dependence on
imported food and halt any advancement in their enofdproduction. Second, unfair advantage
is taken by the Nuer whose citizenship status wais akear, as most of them have dual
identification with Ethiopia and southern Sudane ™uer exploited the opportunities offered by
the refugee centers and international aid orgaoizaDne such opportunity was education in
English offered in UNHCR operated schools inside tefugee camps. This benefited mainly
Nuer youth and produced the first shots of modetelligencia in the community. The Nuer was
able to manipulate the ambiguity of their civiltsta Many who were long settled in Ethiopia
could pass as Sudanese refugees and benefiteddiagtpr and they could do the same in

southern Sudan and Kenya (ibid).

The Anywaa-Nuer conflict in Gambella in the posBlhas been shaped by new factors and
actors to the conflict. In the new political arrangent, the Anywaa were reluctant to accept the
political participation of the Nuer which they assed as South Sudanese. Today this is an
intense political struggle in Gambella region. Acling to Regassa (2010: 205), the period of
violent clashes between Anywaa and Nuer in the-p880s was known agirgir” referring to
confusion and anarchy of the time. The Nuer whoeveemsidered to be more Sudanese refugees

rather than to be Ethiopian citizens became vicbirthe politics of exclusion since 1991.
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4.2. Modern global capital meets traditional Anywaa

The Anywaa since the early time resented their laad been taken by both the central
government represented by the highlanders in Gdanlaeld by the Nuer influx from South
Sudan. It has been easy for the Anywaa to negol@aitg with their counterpart Nuer. The
highlanders in Gambella not only took Anywaa’s lanbut also what would be a new
employment opportunities for the Anywaa in the newstablished Gambella Regional State.
Highlanders also control the economy of the regiblow it seems that more powerful
transnational and global actors hungry for land “areading” the Anywaa land collaborating

with the national actors at Addis Ababa.

This specific case is about the story of the lamat thas never stopped giving the Anywaa
children the fruits of nature. Olenge Okache agadives his entire life in Pukadi district of
Abobo Wereda one of the § Weredasof Anywaa Zone. He and his neighborhoods came to
Pukadi-AlweroKebelerecently by the villagization programme which geernment claims the
programme is for the good purpose. Many promiseg wede by the government for resettling
them in a new village. Yet none has reached Pukbaero Kebeletill this day except a small

clinic at the center of the village that is nowsgd due to lack of skilled personnel.

Pukadi-AlweroKebeleis located 35 kms Southwest of AboWwteredawhich is 43 kms South of
Gambella city, the regional capital. In the histatinarratives of the conflict among the Anywaa
of Gambella, this area represented the Lull clany@®aa who settled along major Rivers of
Gilo, Alwero and Akobo). The Anywaa along the B&wer are known as Oppeno (who settled
along the Baro River). This is an intra-ethnic ¢ehfamong the Anywaa. The historical root of
the conflict goes back to the 1980s and early 19€t=n the Anywaa were fighting against the
central government and the subsequent politicalggte to control the regional power in
Gambella in the 1996%

The Lull Anywaa resented against the Gambella Ré&ppibration Movement (GPLM) that was
dominated by the Oppeno Anywaa. When the armedpgcountrolled Gambella after 1991, the

2L Yjulu Kwot is my Anywaa friend who helped me agaailitator in my stay in Gambella particularly the
Anywaa Weredasof Gambella Zuria, Abobo and Gdiferedas He taught me a lot about the Anywaa political
struggle in Gambella and the political strugglesMeen the Lull Anywaa and Oppeno Anywaa. He is ftae Lull
Anywaa and helped me to know a great deal aboutvAayhighlander relations in Gambella.
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Oppeno Anywaa continued to dominate the politigglce in the newly created regional state.
The four presidents since Gambella were createdgsnal state (Okelo Oman, Okelo Nygelo,
Okelo Akuange and Omad Ubong) were from Openo Amryaad this has been a source of
grievance for the Lull. The political struggle ben Openo Anywaa (who had good relations
with the highlanders and EPRDF) and Lull Anywaa @védne considered anti-highlanders) have
significantly shaped the inter-group relations ledw Anywaa and highlanders and by

implication EPRDF led central government.

For Olengé, the problems today in Pukadi are to do with theegnment (central government).
He did not know who the central government is. Rkion, “Gala”, locally known as “Degenga”
which literally means people that comes from thghtdnd parts of Ethiopia, are synonymies
with the central government. Besides this diffeesnthe brown color of the highlanders is
contrasted to the black color of the indigenousppe@f Gambella. In the words of Olenge,
“Gala are soldiers, they come here to kill'The irony is that these brown skin colored people
are agents of the central government. He remiratsptteviously these people came to his village

to collect taxes. There was no such harm and gillince they returned to their area soon.

The villagization programme by the Derg broughottadf “Gala” in Village 07 which is close to
Pukadf®. The first settlers arrived in Gambella in 19841 @mound 50,000-65,000 resettled in
and around Abobo areas (Kurimoto, 2005: 5). Amdmg three different ethnic groups (Tigre,
Wollo from Amhara and Kambata from Gamo) that adiAbobo, Wollo from Amhara settled
in Village 07. The settlers accompanied by the asti state had significant impact on the
Anywaa in cultural, environmental, economic anditmal terms. Culturally, the traditional
Anywaa had to face new culture from the settlerd #re socialist state force the Anywaa to
abandon their traditional way of life which is n@mansidered “feudal”. Settler’'s relations with
nature particularly for food and firewood in thewngillage had environmental consequences.
Economically, the Anywaa were also forced to embreash economy that came with settlers

and socialist state. The political impact was songndous that led to the foundation of separate

22 0lenge Okach is an Anywaa elder in Pukadi-Alwéebeleof AboboWereda | interviewed him on February 06,
2014 in Alwero-PukadKebele

% Field note, Alwero-Pukadi, February 06, 2014

% Field note, Alwero-Pukadi, February 06, 2014
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identity of the Anywaa as they begun to see theveseas “natives” in contrast to settlers and

refugees.

Oman’s minor resentment today that “these peo@tl€ss) took our land; they come to fish on

2> may indicate that despite small skirmishes, ther® been no violent conflict

Alwero River
between the Anywaa and the new settlers. It was latthe early 1990s armed Anywaa begun to
attack settler’s villages when the socialist sthg accompanied highlanders was overthrown.

Yet, it is clear that with the coming of settlegsvernment will encroach and tax the Anywaa.

Global capital and interest with the help of nasibactors at the center that recently reach Pukadi
seems more devastating to the Anywaa than thegialiion programme of Derg. The Anywaa
has never been able to feed themselves for maraddecNow they are forced to feed the people
of the planet. The massive agricultural investmerdgramme by the government puts the
Anywaa land its target. The people of Anywaa aredcafiuralist and their livelihood and
settlement pattern is along the major rivers in Galta (Baro, Alwero, Gilo and Akobo). These
large rivers are needed for agricultural investmerhe most arid desert areas. This is additional
pull factors for massive agricultural investmerhigttare now conducted on traditionally Anywaa

lands. Almost all massive agricultural investmetttvties are conducted on Anywaa land.

Along the way from Abobo to God/ereda both foreign and local investors took chunk ofda

for investment. Starting from the big names of “&auri”, Pakistani owned agricultural firm
and “Saudi Star”, owned by Ethiopian billionairepodMammed al-Amoudi, to the multitude of
Ethiopian local investors are located in these AmgWeredas The Anywaa vast and fertile
“Eldorado” land combined with big rivers highly rksel for irrigation for the modern capitalist

production continue to attract both local and fgndiand “grabbers” onto Anywaa lands.

Land has never been “scarce” in Gambella beforatteal of Ethiopian state in the early™0

century and particularly before the resettlemeogmmme of Derg. Still today, Gambella has
vast arable land that has never been used forvatitin. The problem is the perception of
Anywaa actors in Gambella that perceive the govenita move as “eating” the Anywaa “cake”

without sharing to the local people who traditidpadwn the land. Moreover, the forceful

% Oman Ungere is a village head of Tetkgbele one of the Anywa&ebelesn AboboWeredaon the upper bank
of Alwero River. | interviewed him on February @814 at Teng&ebele
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villgization programme by the government and theeady tense relations between Anywaa
elites and EPRDF-led central government addedetio tlause.

The modern capitalist production in Gambella istidesive. Maize is the main staple food for
the natives in Gambella. The cereal is very mughiicant that it is found in all food items of
the Anywaa. It also serves to prepare the localitiomal alcoholAchotaand tobacc@choyo
From year to year, all Anywaa farms are coveredtty cereal. The shortage of the cereal
caused death of many people every year in GambEfla.massive agricultural investment in
Gambella is producing and intended to produce itéhad have no relevance in Anywaa
traditional food staffs. Some of the local commiasiteven did not know the names of the

product being produced in their fathers land.

The agricultural investors cannot produce maize tha Anywaa hardly needed but products
demanded by customers in Europe, Middle East ana. Afiese products become alien to the
Anywaa. For some of them who work on the farm aedome familiar with the product, the

price of the products in the local market is sonmgthunthinkable. The massive agricultural
investment did not consider the demands of thel langwaa. This is another grievance among

the local Anywaa that also serve for the Anywaatigal interest against the central government.

Ownership of land in Gambella now becomes conteJteel minority ethnic groups in Gambella
Opo, Komo and Majang did not contest about Anywaa'sership of the region land. Even the
Nuer acknowledges that most of the land in Gambedlangs to the Anywaa. Yet, the central
government at Addis Ababa do not recognize in teg. For the government, land belongs to
the “nation, nationalities and peoples of Ethiopwgiich has very delicate existence and the
category of people it refers is unclear. The caofuseems benefiting the government that

literally gives them power to sell Anywaa lands liease.

Land has been locally negotiated between the Anywiaa traditionally claim the region land
and the pastoralist Nuer who moves from place a@ein search of pasture and water for their
cattle. The Anywaa have strong attachment to the.l&8hey have communal land holding
system that transcends to generation. In earleedj the Nuer should get acceptance from the
Anywaa local chiefs before they advance to the Asgwand. When the local balance of power

shifts to the Nuer, they pushed the Anywaa furtbeéhe East until they reach to the escarpment
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of the Oromo. The balance of power oscillates awvee and this paves the way for relations of

cooperation and conflict between these two ethroas.

Political developments in Ethiopia and the Sudathinsecond half of the ®@entury began to
affect the local balance of power between the Arapalad the Nuer in Gambella. The first civil
war in the Sudan fought between 1955 and 1972 pestitefugees, particularly Nuer that came
to Gambella. The imperial government of Ethiopiavides land for refugees to settle and farm
as a sign of Ethiopian’s strong commitment to UNH@Rer the end of the first round of civil
war, these refugees did not return to their hontklarhey remain on Anywaa lands. The
subsequent violent conflicts in the Sudan have yred large influx of refugees and this led to
the opening of refugee camps in Gambella. Threggesf camps were opened and all of them

were on Anywaa land.

Land that has been negotiated culturally by thewtasy and the Nuer now becomes a source of
fierce fighting between these two groups. The msliat the center in Addis Ababa brought the
two groups into a new arena of conflict. The intratibn of federalism and ethnicity as a major
organizing element led to fierce competition fariterial space that will determine the decision
making power in the regional council. Land previgugeeded for farming and grazing now is an
arena of political game between the Anywaa andNber. In the new ethnic based political
arrangements in Gambella, controlling more teriadogpace (increasing/ereda}¥ will enhance

one’s political muscle in the regional council winis a decision making organ in Gambella.

For the Anywaa, who still feels the region belomgghem; it has been easy to negotiate land
with the Nuer. The new actors in the land “grabbiage much more powerful and beyond the
traditional Anywaa negotiating capacity. The Anyvaifl uses their hand to produce what they
consume. So the modern highly mechanized and gtgloabgricultural investment meets the
traditional Anywaa who never produce more than istéasce. The national actors at the center
who are integrated in the global business andesteseems willing to provide the Anywaa land

whatever hectare the planet needs.

The land deal in Gambella remains a matter of sdéorahe Ethiopian government. No official
data has been produced by the government as tertne of the deal. Many Anywaa have been

evicted from their land by villagization programnidie government strongly insists that it is for

40



the good of the people to come together so thatlsservices could be provided. For the
Anywaa, the move of the government is to take thed and to handover it to investors. It
seems that in the middle of these arguments andteoarguments, the plight of the Anywaa

remains unseen.

My informants recalled again and again that theeadlis taken away to give to highlanders in the
name of investment. Oman resented:

“Land was to be granted for others by the AnywaawNhe Anywaa should ask
others for land. Land is given to Degenga in thenaaof investment. Degenga
will pass the land to his son. What will be ourldfen’s land is being stolen.
Where our children will farm next? Degenga are léketream, the water will not
stop flowing out and whatever highlander you mdi; kney will never stop
coming into Gambella®.

The highlanders have relative advantage in captgljpment and connection with the center.
These advantageous positions help them to asswengtdtus of “investor”. The disadvantaged

natives did not have such privileges. In Pukadiridisno native has been given the privileged

status of “investor”. On the other hand, in Pulaldne 149 local investors took 49, 538 hectares
of land for agricultural investment. Most of thesgestors came from the Northern region of

Tigray who represent the core of the regime justpyy adding the grievances of the local

Anywaa elite.

Some of these investors abuse the privileges amefibechemes from the regime by engaging in
charcoal production which are not expected fromcagiural investors. Capital flights are also
common. Among the benefit schemes the governmenige for investors are long term loan to
invest. Yet, the money is sent to their home inNloeth for other businesses. Local business are
conducted aiming for short term profits given tlaetfthat highlanders are not recognized as
indigenous people by the regional constitution.r&he serious threat of losing business among
the highlanders in Gambella. Thus, what has beefitga in the business in Gambella will be

sent to their home town in the highlands.

Highlanders’ encroachment from the East to Gambellzot limited to the Anywaa land. They

also dominate the economy in Gambella and employropportunities in the newly created

% Oman Ungere, Village head of Tenigebele interviewed on Febrauary 08, 2014 at Telgbele
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region state. The long existing Nuer advancemarh fthe West advances into what has been
traditionally Anywaa land. Yet, the new global atganterest and demand for land is beyond
the Anywaa’s control. It seems that the Anywaa arethe “middle of nowhere”. The
encroachment of the Nuer from the West and the atiggr of highlanders from the East is a
serious political and economic security threattfer Anywaa. As Romi stated, “now we cannot
defend ourselves even from the Nuer, the governrmoi our guns®. With the massive
agricultural investment and villagization policyhet Anywaa are now confined into a small
territory in the region that they claim belongghem. It seems a lose collusion is in the making

among the global business, central governmentladlter against the Anywaa.
4.3. Good relations are not given: Anywaa armed group irGambella

Gambella remains the most insecure parts of Ethioperritory. The security situation in the
area has been shaped and reshaped by politicalogevents both at the center, Addis Ababa
and the other side of the border, developmenteensbuthern Sudan. Political developments in
the volatile region of the Horn of Africa have alswould the local security dynamics in
Gambella. Of course, one of the main features ef Horn of Africa is local conflicts have
regional dynamics. Each country in the region hasnbmodeling in the affairs of others that

give the local conflicts transnational implications

Successive Ethiopian and Sudanese governmentsexaveed little control over their shared
frontiers mainly because of its remote setting.aA®gsult, border lands have long been inhibited
by Shiftagroups or bandits, some of whom have taken orliagab character (Young, 2007:16;
Markakis, 2011: 69). The current ruling groups ithi&pia and South Sudan have combined
Shiftaand political activities in the frontier landstbe two states before. In the 1960s, a number
of armed groups were formed in the Ethio-Sudaneselen. Although the Emperor was
overthrown by his own army, there were a numbearofied opposition groups supported by
Khartoum; EPLF was one (Markakis, 1987:102). Rexplly, the regime in Ethiopia supported
the Anya-nya, southern Sudanese rebel group ifirdteSudanese civil war. In 1972 the peace
agreement signed between Khartoum and the soutbbats brokered by Hailesellassie ended

the civil war in southern Sudan and the recipreoglport the two governments use to provide.

2" Romi David is a young Anywaa Female teacher atf&rimary School in KarmKebeleof Gambella Zuria
Weredal l interviewed her on February 03, 2014 at Kekmbelewhich is 18 Kms East of Gambella city.
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However, the change of regime in Ethiopia in 197ddpced a new configuration of armed
groups that opposed the new ruling groups. Sineérten-in-uniform” that came to power did
not brought solutions for the Eritrean problemsaients soon joined a host of armed Ethiopian
opposition. EPLF, TPLF, EPRDF, and EDU establishred&thiopia but they conducted their
operations from the Sudan. OLF conducted operationgastern Ethiopia and along the

Sudanese frontier and receive support from Kharto¥mung, 1997: 124; Regassa, 2010: 99).

In retaliation for Sudan’s acceptance of Ethiopialpels the Derg begun to assist Sudanese rebel
groups. In the 1980s, Derg allowed SPLM/A to usenBella as headquarters and training
center. Gambella was effectively under the contfoSPLM/A and full administration of the
area was delegated to f€"The presence of SPLM/A in the area had devastatipgcts on the
communities. In the local setting, Nuer dominat&l.B/A had frequently confronted with the
local Anywaa community. SPLM/A had also suppliecharto Nuer which further antagonized

the intense relations between the two communfties.

Once again a change of regime in Ethiopia in 188ltd a new configuration of armed groups in
the western frontiers of Ethiopia. The change gfime in Ethiopia coincided with the coming to
power of the National Islamic Front (NIF) in Sudan1989. The new regime in Ethiopia was
backed by NIF and good prospects were on the extp@at The end of the Cold War was also
another factor. However, the ideologically drivetFNbegun a campaign to export its version of
political Islam to Ethiopia. The unsuccessful assagion attempt against Hosni Mubarak in
June 1995 heightened the Ethio-Sudanese relatinos again. The old fashion dictum “my
enemy of my enemy is my friend” was then resuriéetled Sudan begun to host various armed
groups fighting Addis Ababa and the later reca@dM/A to Gambella.

The outburst of Ethio-Eritrean war of 1998 changethtions between Addis Ababa and
Khartoum once again. To fully concentrate on Eaisewar, Ethiopia reconcile with Sudan.
Since then good relations exist between the twegovents. However, in the turbulent regions

of Horn of Africa, “where friends can become enesmémd enemies can become friends with

% Chan Gatkhot, former National and Regional Segukilvisor to the President. | interviewed him oncBmber
29, 2012 at Gambella town and later on | intervig\wwan again on 20 February, 2014 in Gambella tolnis time
he is Deputy Chief of Regional justice Bureau.

® Field note, Gambella town, February 20, 2014
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amazing rapidity, it is not expedient to comply exvrelations with the various political and

military groups that emerges as circumstances @faiygpung, 2007: 31).

Today, there are plenty of armed groups along trddy between Gambella and South Sudan.
Some of them are just bandits and criminal gangkast for the government, benefiting from
cattle raiding and arms smugglfigand the rest are with political agenda; EPPF, Qb
GPLM/P**, Recently, after independence of South Sudane ther also armed groups fighting to
topple the government in Juba. General David Yowmerged as an armed group fighting Juba
in Jonglei State of South Sudan backed by the N@&tdan government. The Eritrean
government continues to be the main supply of aremrto these armed groups in Gambella.
The Ethiopian government indicates links betweem #nywaa armed group in Gambella,
GPLM/F and other South Sudanese rebel groups igleith

Anywaa opposition to the central government in Addibaba goes back to the early™20

century. Opposition during this time was sporadid anorganized. Organized rebellion of the
Anywaa started in the 1970s. Various factors arkiriok for Anywaa to engage in armed
rebellion in the 1980s. The civil war in southermd8n and the influx of refugees and
resettlement programmes at home were grievancabdofnywaa. In the late 1970s a political
organization named Gambella Peoples Liberation Muwd (GPLM) was created by the

Anywaa elites. The operation declares its goalsetdreedom for the Anywaa from highlander
and Nuer domination (Gatkhot, 2007: 41; RegassH)2P13).

In the 1980s the organization became active inréggon (Gatkhot, 2007: 43). According to
Markakis (2011: 341) the organization seeks supfrorn other groups fighting the central
government in the time. However, these groups hedl their own agenda and sometimes
contradict to the goal of the GPLM that fought th@mination of “highlander” that included
Oromo and Tigray community settled in Gambella. tAtesment by GPLM leader illustrates
clearly the detachment of the people in the lowlpadphery from the political struggle fought

on the highlands. The leader recalled (Dereje, 2803):

30 Annual reports of the Gambella Regional SecurityeBu, August, 2013.
L Ibid
32 Gordon Gong, former head of the Security and Adstriative Affairs Bureau in Gambella. | interviewhiin on

January 09, 2013 in Gambella town.

44



We first approached the Sudanese government fastasse. They accepted our
request but they defined as a Sudanese and askedaia their army...Then we
approached the OLF. After initial welcoming, weatdjeeed. They defined us a
‘black Oromo’. They said “we do not have a separatditical question.” Then
we approached the TPLF when they came to the Sadander to create a united
front among rebels to fight the Derg. We also hadtact with the EPLF. They
said to us “the political problem in Ethiopia is Aara colonialism.” But we said
our problem is with the Nuer and gaala. There wd#renany Amharas in
Gambella, except the safari [settlers] who camesndly. What we know were the
Oromo. Whatever happened in Gambella it happenedugih the Oromo.
Besides, we do not make a distinction between thiafa and Oromo. For us
they were all gaala... The OLF did not like our piosit They said “the main
issue was the political system which was createthbyAmharas.” For some of
us it was not even clear who is Amhara and whois n

Political developments at national level in 199Iravsignificant to the Gambella region. The
new groups, TPLF led EPRDE, controlled the ruinstate power in Addis Ababa in 1991. In

the same year the group moved to southwestern phEshiopia and was accompanied by “a
small contingent” (Medhane, 2006: 11) of GPLM tHater assumed political power in

Gambella. In 1991 GPLM took charge of the regiod erstalled an all Anywaa administration.

The Anywaa held a monopoly of power and used reterse Nuer territorial gains made under
the Derg (Markakis, 2011: 342). However, it wazrfd year that the GPLM felt out with

EPRDF. The presence of considerable number okesgttincluding settlers from the Northern
region of Tigray, has then shaped the relationswéeat GPLM and EPRDF.

For so long the Anywaa despised the settlers, aggukem of occupying their land. Since the
beginning of resettlement by Derg in the 1980sma&rent occupation of land by the settlers is
one of the structural issues in the inter-grouptilibss between Anywaa and settlers in
Gambella. When the Derg regime collapsed and iiess evacuated Gambella, the Anywaa
started to attack settlers. Unlike those in thenmyvegettlers in rural villages were the first toun
the wrath of the Anywaa gunmen. Such a case is@ddance in 1991 in Ukuna, East of Abobo
town where a bloody attack is made against sett{dftedhane, 2006: 21). Since then
innumerable number of violent conflict happeneddifferent districts of Gambella (Mossa,
2013: 55).

In 1991 EPRDF requested GPLM to demobilize its dorcRifts begin to develop between
former allies when GPLM refusing to demobilizefiisces. The divergent political objectives of

GPLM from the objectives at the center began toplmate the relations between Anywaa and
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highlanders in Gambella and then by extension émral government at Addis Ababa. In 1995
the GPLM was obliged by the central government hange its name to Gambella Peoples
Libration Party (GPLP) (Mossa, 2013: 57).

Besides the role of the central government in Gdlabthere has been chronic power struggle
for leadership and senior posts since GPLM seizegep in Gambella in 1991. It has been
argued elsewhere in this study that there has biegsions and power struggle among the
Anywaa elites. The struggle occurred on two levaieong the Anywaa who belongs to GPLM
and between GPLM members and non-members. Thislasga existing division among the

Anywaa in GPLM between the Lull Anywaa and Oppenoywaa. Recent studies by the
Ministry of Federal Affairs (2004) reveal that tlsplit between Lull Anywaa and Oppeno
Anywaa has brought far reaching political implicat particularly in Anywaa-highlander and

by implication Anywaa-central government relatiom&ambella.

As mentioned elsewhere in this study, in the ed890s GPLM was dominated by Oppeno
Anywaa who had good relations with EPRDF and showigh regard for the highlander
population. The highlanders in Gambella referredhese Anywaa as “Oppeno Boys” (HRW,
2005) whose government they regarded as “moth#reohighlanders” (ibid). Many officials of
“Oppeno Boys” including the regional president @k€man were later detained and expelled
from GPLM by the central government before the 18@%tions. This facilitated the road for the
Lull Anywaa to control power in the coming electiohs predicated, in the 1995 election the
Lull Anywaa emerged victorious and began to puragoe-highlander policy in Gambella. The
Oppeno expelled from power and now pursued by thlevient to the bush to play a role in the

subsequent establishment of Anywaa armed gréups

The violent conflict in 1998 between the Anywaa adder were stopped after a state of
emergency was declared and the federal army inmtedceThe competition for political power

between the two rivals in the region led the cdrgowvernment to apply the “standard political

3 Otiang Ochan is a former Gambella Region PolicéefCh interviewed him on January 03, 2013 in Galfebe
town. Later on he was imprisoned accused by th&aegovernment of hiding the leader of Anywaa aingeoup
Omat Odol Ojulu who was killed on March 10, 2018iterviewed him again after he was released omuze}p 13,
2014 at Green hotel, where most of Anywaa gathéne@ambella town.
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formula” by merging the GPLP and the Gambella Pem@lemocratic Unity Party (GPDUP)
into the Gambella Peoples Democratic Front (GPIMe&sEa, 2013: 61).

What is viewed by the central government “standawotitical formula” further angered large
sections of the Anywaa elite, particularly the LAlhywaa. For the next 2002 election, the
discontented Anywaa established an opposition pesiled Gambella Peoples Democratic
Congress (GPDC), in short Congress. Yet the EPRbiFai®d GPDF reacted fiercely to
suppress the new party. The option for peacefulodeatic competition among ethnic groups in
Gambella was dashed as the motives of the GPDF eliasination of the Congress.
Subsequently, in the run up for the 2002 electiomsmbers of the congress were imprisoned

and their election success in some districts waneelled (HRW, 2005).

The violent conflict that followed the 2002 electiturther brought another political engineering
that dissolve the GPDF and replaced by anothertioogal the Gambella Peoples Democratic
Movement (GPDM). The new coalition comprises thnedionality-based parties; the Anywaa
Peoples Democratic Organization (APDO), the Nuaplkes Democratic Organization (NPDO)
and the Majangir Peoples Democratic Party (MP Dl )i

Anywaa felt increasingly marginalized from the pioB in Gambella when their party was
violently suppressed and of what it could be a rmeginl opposition to GPDF. The frustration of
the Anywaa later converted to violent ambushesgiilanders and central government agents in
Gambella. As mentioned above, there have beenntiatéacks on settlers in different districts of
Gambella. The increasingly hostile inter-group tiefes between Anywaa and highlanders and
thus central government lastly became more deadB0D3 when countless number of people

lost their life from both sides.

The hostile relations reached its climax on 17 Nawer 2003 when five private contractors
working on road construction project around Akoberevambushed and killed. All five were
highlanders and both in Addis Ababa and Gambellgais believed that the attack is done by
Anywaa gunman. This particular incidence createdr fand anger within highlanders in
Gambella. Just after a month, on 13 December 28@8nilar and exceptionally horrible attack

committed by allegedly armed Anywaa. When the amtedt bodies of these workers displayed

34 Nuer political organization established in 1992 ¢ainter the Anywaa political dominance in the oegi
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at the center of Gambella town, the highlanders édfiately turned into an aggressive mob. The
aggressive mob sparked a bloody three day rampa@ambella and Itang in which members of
the Ethiopian Defense Force joined highlandershm killings and destructions of Anywaa

villages”.

Even though it is not new, the 2003 massacre ofAthavaa is a turning point in the Gambella
conflict formation. The incidence is a landmarkhe relation between Anywaa and highlanders,
by extension, EPRDF led central government. Théquéar incidence in December 2003 led a
large young population of Anywaa (between 5,000 &@®0) to flee the country (Ministry of
Federal Affairs, 2004). Most of them crossed thedbo into Pochalla of South Sudan where
their ethnic Anywaa fellow lives and joined the nAwywaa armed rebellion based in Pochalla.
The subsequent prosecution of the Anywaa by th&alegopvernment combined with competing
political struggle for land and oil by Anywaa e$tand elites at the center led to the formation of

another armed Anywaa political organization in 2005

The new Anywaa armed group Gambella Peoples Ldmwatlovement/Front Il (GPLM/F 1)
was resurrected on 30 October, 2005 as an armeg gighting EPRDF (GPLM/F, 2005). The
front, in its first press release, declared thatniajor objective is to fight for self-determinatio
for Gambella region. The GPLM/F is led by Anywatellectuals in the Diaspora from where it

receives its funds. Operationally, it is basedd!alla and NairoFf.

GPLM/F 11 is not monolithic and the means and otiyes of the struggle are not clear. Within

the movement, there are hardliners who support drsteiggle and there are elements who
oppose violent ways such as Anywaa Justice Coulmciaddition, there are some who favor
independence (associated with oil discoveries imiBadla) and there are others who want to join
South Sudan where their small Anywaa settlemergsf@aimd. The majority of them prefer to

stay in Ethiopia under a fair representative padditisystem. GPLM/F 1l is a member of the
United Ethiopian Democratic Front (UEDF) and simeeent times it aligned with Ethiopian

Patriotic United Front (EPUF).

% According to Human Rights Watch report, an estédat50 Anywaa civilians were killed between 13 a6d
December. The Ethiopian government puts the dedlthtt65.

% Field note, Gambella town, January 09, 2013
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Bonga to Pochalla that lies along the major river&ambella are the main areas of oppression
for the GPLM/F II. The major towns of Gambella siashGambella, Itang, Abobo and Pinyudo
are strategic places for the movement (MinistryFetleral Affairs, 2004) and it enjoys great
support among the peasant associations such asnbk@rabang and Terchari in Abobo and
Pinyudo towns. Moreover, peasants in these Anywtements are members and some of them
have undertaken military training in Pochalla angbmu return they give trainings to other
peasants in the ar8aThe Ethiopian National Defense Force (ENDF) fduggpeated battles
against GPLM/F Il along Pinyudo and Pochalla Iffies

The central government has claimed that the SPLMMwaa administration in Pochalla are
supplying arms and training to the group. It seémms on the expectation that senior SPLM/A
leadership would permit the Ethiopian oppositioougr to carry out attacks on the Ethiopian
government installations. However, it is possilblat fower ranking Anywaa commanders in the
SPLM/A have loyalty to their Anywaa fellow that iseing prosecuted by the Ethiopian
government. An informant in Gambella security bureéadicated that the GPLM/F recruits
members from Pochalla refugee camp that hostedofitii Anywaa refugees fleeing the

government’s crackdowin

There are also links between the SPLM oppositiaugs in Jonglei and the GPLM/F and the
later are getting weapons and military supply fritve armed groups in Jonglei that receives
military supply and weapons from the Sudan. The KHLis also supported by Eritrean
government that fought proxy wars with the cengavernment in Addis Ababa. Besides the
supply of armaments by the Eritrean and Sudan govent, armed groups in the area manage to
get weapons in stealing or raids. The challengedissrmament in the nearby Jonglei State of
South Sudan have also washed the border area mith making weapons accessible for both

civilians and armed groups in the frontiers.

Since 2005 the group carried out a serious of lgtacGambella. The Ethiopian government has

also blamed the group for ambushes in various pdr@ambella. There are isolated killings of

%" Field note, Gambella town, February 13, 2014

% Field note, Gambella town, January 09, 2013

39 Oguta Ukunge, deputy head of Security and Adnriatisee Affairs Bureau. | interviewed him on Janué3,
2013 at Gambella town.
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individuals/highlanders in settler villages as wedl in the forest& The horrific attack by the
armed group on highlanders and settlers involve uaating and mutilating bodies aimed at

terrorizing settlers and highlanders and thus gtdrmatheir evacuation of Gambella.

Today the politics of land and oil in Gambella sethe Anywaa armed groups against the
central government. The massive agricultural invesit and the eviction of Anywaa from their
land further pitted the central government with ay elites in Gambella. The land lease
conducted by actors at the center and that prdeide for highlanders (local investors) further

complicated the already tense inter-group relatbmtsreen Anywaa and highlanders.

The discovery of oil in Gambella in 2011 is nowcaterving for the Anywaa dissidents to talk
much about their “Eldorado” land. Surely, oil wdtd fuel on the explosive relations between
central government, which is very much hungry fdr and the Anywaa dissidents. Oil in
Gambella is also carefully followed by Juba and #dam which are equally determined to fight
for it. Given the very delicate status of GambealfaEthiopian territory, the discovery of oil in
the area will push actors in South Sudan to unctiver long awaited dream of annexing the

region inhibited by the same ethnic groups in ttieioside of the border.
4.4. Uncoordinated disarmament: changing the balance gfower in the frontier

Reducing the size of armies and militias and helér combatants to return to civilian life,
known as Disarmament, Demobilization and ReintegnagiDDR), has become a standard part of
international support for post-conflict states. dwting to Arnold and Alden (2007: 1), one of
the most serious problems confronting transitiamfrconflict to peace in post-conflict situation
is the role of local armed groups and militias. Tdvegest civil war in southern Sudan was a very
complex one, involving a plethora of armed grouasging from state armies such as Sudan
Armed Forces (SAF), formal rebel movements suctsREM/A and local militias. In South
Sudan White Army militias are groupings of armediliéins, mostly youth, which during the

course of the long civil war, notably during thed08, coalesced into village level formations.

The presence of these militias created a significkgree of instability in Jonglei and Upper
Nile States of post-independence South Sudan. Tésgt rounds of disarmament by SPLA
since 2005 and they remain major security threatshfe borderland communities in Gambella

“? Field note, Gambella town, January 02, 2013
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and a source of armament as well. These are arnoeghgythat raid and abduct the borderland
communities in Gambella. The purpose of this stiglynot to provide a comprehensive
understanding of armed groups and DDR in South i&utlaus, an overview of the disarmament
programme is helpful to draw links between disarmaimn Jonglei State and its implication to

Gambella.

Regarding resistance by the armed communitiesudnol the White Army to lay down their
guns, Arnold and Alden (2007: 5-7) identified thiaterrelated factors. First, there is a strong
fear and even hatred of SPLA. This case is appa&asecially in Jonglei and Upper Nile States
where most of the White Army (mostly Nuer) weredest. The Lou Nuer who formed the bulk
of the White Army militia strongly resisted and Wwedpresented in other anti-SPLA actor in the
South, South Sudanese Defense Force (SSDF). AogotdiArnold and Alden (2007: 7), Lou
Nuer are still very worry of SPLA because it waghting against it for many years. Armed
groups felt that they could not trust SPLA to be titimate provider of security in South Sudan.
Therefore, resistance to disarmament is causedably of trust to SPLA that claims the
legitimate provider of it in the post-independer@®muth Sudan. The presence of other spoilers
like SSDF, backed by Khartoum, who agitated agai@BL A, further complicated the

programme.

Second, communities in Jonglei and Upper Nile Staterry about a need for self-protection. As
discussed before, the communities in the area bas baided for centuries and in the post-
independence period, the trend is so tense thatgajown arms would leave them exposed to
attacks by neighbors. The Lou Nuer felt that teelthgeir weapons to an organization they did not
trust (SPLA) would leave them defenseless in thediei of enemy neighbors (Murle) who still

bear their arms.

Thirdly, the communities dislike the very idea @img disarmed. Besides the general feeling of
how SPLA will threat them, the armed communitied Kot want to give them up since they are
anxious about a peaceful future (Arnold and Ald2@Q7: 11). The other factor for disliking
being disarmed is associated with economic issddése communities expect financial
compensation for their weapons since these had iestly acquired with their own resources

in the form of cattle. “An AK-47 assault rifle calicost from 5-7 caws” (ibid). On the other
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hand, the groups fear how to make a living withgqurt. This is because, gun make it easy to raid

cattle from the neighbors.

The failure of disarmament in South Sudan and q@ddily in Jonglei State and now the
continued anarchy and violence in Jonglei is chamdhe traditional balance of power among
rival ethnic groups along the frontier. The Ethiod@nese border is proved to be porous and has
been experiencing cross-border movements of pesplearmy. These cross-border linkages and
conflicts are especially for Jonglei States of 8o8udan. The inter-ethnic relations along
Gambella and Jonglei have been dominated by hastiind conflicts as ethnic groups compete

for resources backed by armed groups and goversmsitt their political interests.

In 2005, the Ethiopian National Defense Force (ENBRd SPLA conducted disarmament in
Gambella and SPLA was allowed to enter into Etfd@opterritories to disarm pastoralist
communities on the borderlattd Disarmament was found essential in Gambella redige to
the supply of weapons in the area during the se&udhnese civil war and particularly in the
aftermath of the 2003 incident in the region. Thkbsequent developments in Gambella and

ambushes by the Anywaa dissidents linked to GPLMEessitated the control of weaptns

However, the challenge of implementing disarmanenbne side of the border is all more so
when the other side is resisting to undertake gmogramme. The total lack of Ethiopian border
patrol posts and lack of coordination between SRbA ENDF in the disarmament programme
remains challenging to conduct the programme oh buates of the border. Otherwise, one side
concomitantly undertaking disarmament will not lifeive if the other side failed to do. In this
regard, one of the disarmament posts for the Jodp Zxercise officially for the Akobo County

in South Sudan was actually physically located am®ella Akobo distriéf.

Disarmament should have been exercised simultalyeans thus risks of attack from other

historically rival group would have been reducethe Tcommunities in Gambella have been
raided by Lou Nuer and Murle and further their dreh abducted by the later (further discussion
about cattle raiding and child abduction is prodide 4.5). These groups are still armed after

“1 Field note, Gambella town, January 02, 2013
“2 Field note, Gambella town, January 02, 2013

“3 Field note, Gambella town, January 02, 2013
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avoiding the various rounds of disarmament by SPDisarming of Ethiopian communities
while the other group from the other side of thedeo still bears their gun is now changing the
balance of power along the border and creatinggersecurity risks for the local communities.
Disarming Ethiopian civilian communities in Gamlaelwas deemed to maintain security.
However, disarming the civilian communities on therder areas leave them insecure from the
other armed groups across the border. This ledbmaptication of security in the frontier that

makes Ethiopian communities more vulnerable.

First, the communities in Gambella have been disdriyy the Ethiopian authorities. However,
the pastoralist communities around the border imi@sla need weapon to protect themselves in
the absence of government security in remote feosntiBesides, these communities have been
raided by Lou Nuer and Murle. The well armed LoweNand Murle are the ever greater security
threat for the Ethiopian disarmed communities. @bsence of protection from the Ethiopian
government in the frontiers is a double edge. Toeldrland communities are suffering from
such insecurity environment. The issue seems w@ac#tte for the government given the good
relations at the national level between EPRDF aRdM It was in 2012 that the foreign
ministry asks the regional government security dur® report to it the magnitude of the attack
by the Murle and Lou Nuer. This comes before twaths of the joint ministerial committee
meeting in Juba from February®i March 29 2012.

Moreover, when armed groups in Jonglei State hiear the Ethiopian side is disarmed, it
becomes blessing for them to raid the communitigls @asy challenge. An informant from Tata
Kebeleof GogWeredatold to the researcher that the Ethiopian govenirpeovided ten militias
for eachKebeleto maintain security. However, the militias aresl@rmed than Murle and Lou
Nuer. According to informant, “militias are meaut protect the people and their cattle but in
WantwaWeredathey themselves seek protection from the commumtigm they expected to

protect as Murle advance to their villagé.”

Second, disarmed communities, which are not predelosy the one who disarm them, search for
weapons to protect themselves and their cattle.tDuke various factors discussed above, it is
easy to smuggle weapons thus easy access for thewaaty. Hence, this makes government

* Ochala Lock, Tat&Kebele Administrator of GogWereda | interviewed him on Febrauary 12, 2014 in Tata
Kebele
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attempt to disarm the people in the area challengileapons smuggled in and fall into the
civilian hands is also used to intensify the locahflict and cattle looting. Furthermore, the
smuggling of weapons is creating human securitgatsrin the region. Easy access to weapons is
a threat to human security in the area. The amisushthe Anywaa gunmen in various areas of
Gambella are the most human security threats ink®Ha Traveling to remote Woredas makes
this sense of insecurity very high. As the researrdiserved, feel of insecurity started from the
check points of Baro Qella where our bus is accongoh by Ethiopian soldiers. Fear of
insecurity, particularly for the highlanders incsea as one moves further to the renWieredas

of Wantwa, Gor and Jog.

Uncoordinated disarmament on the borderland areaseg to be futile exercise since firearms
are smuggled to and out in the border area wheree tls vacuum of control even after the
disarmament exercise. Resistance to disarmame8burth Sudan is now sources of weapons
around the border areas. These weapons are redotimg borderland communities in Gambella
in different ways. In Wontwa and in remote areadafand Gog arms smuggling is a challenge
for the local security chief. Arms smugglers in #rea smuggle weapons through exchange of
cattle and armed groups crosses the border withdahas. There are reports that arms smuggled
into Gambella are smuggled out to other region&timopia where it is sold in illegal arms
market. According to the informant, weapons smugigiéo Gambella sold up to 20-30 thousand

Ethiopian birr in illegal markets in Amhara Regitn.

The unsuccessful disarmament program in South Sad@dmarticularly in Jonglei State has also
greatly contributed to the flow of arms into Ganidekgion. Local armed groups and armed
civilian in Jonglei State of South Sudan flee t@ thorder areas into Gambella to avoid
disarmament by SPLA which sometimes were forcéfehce, these armed groups pass weapons

to Ethiopian civilian in exchange for catffe.

Generally, the conflict prone nature of the frorgiand activities of armed groups in the area for
so long washed the border with firearms. Supplyw&apons by governments and arms
smuggling combined with the absence of both END& &RLA in the area further exacerbated

the security situation to the borderland commusitigncoordinated and lack of simultaneous

“ Field note, Gambella town, January 02, 2013

“% Field note, Gambella town, January 02, 2013
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disarmament attempts in the area leaves the bardedtommunities in Gambella defenseless
and thus forced them to look for weapons that tinvyk will provide security. Disarming the
communities by itself did not brought security. @&y in Gambella is sought more than the
territorial integrity assignment; it is a questiai societal and political security matter.
Particularly, for the Anywaa, curbing the eastwardursion of the Nuer into Gambella and

holding back the coming of highlanders are prioaig¢endas in their security conceptions.

4.5. Cattle raiding and child abduction along the Southvest frontier: security for

whom?

The Ethiopian south western frontier has experiérmcess-border movements and conflict since
the early 28 century. These cross-border linkages have beeractiesized by conflicts over

resources. Cattle raiding have been practiced datucies in southern Sudan and communities
have been raided each other for many years. Thdebdand communities in Gambella have been

experiencing raiding and counter-raiding with ethgrioups across the border in South Sudan.

Cattle rustling are the major, even though notdbie, source of local violence in Jonglei State
of South Sudan. The vast majorly of the populatiodonglei are agro-pastoralists combining

agriculture with cattle keeping based on seasoigdation (Prendergast, et.al, 2012: 31). In both
Lou Nuer and Murle culture cattle has special caltualue among the communities. Besides the
social prestige of having large flocks of cattlajtie also holds vital role in social activities.

Cattle have special place in marriage arrangenantsg the Lou Nuer and Murle communities.

In these agro-pastoralists community bride weatpresented in the form of cattle. Of course,
the number of cattle presented for bride wealtlegaamong communities. In Murle community

a groom may present 400-500 cattle as a bride indaéispite the exact number of cattle a Lou
Nuer groom may present as bride wealth, my infotmadicated that a similar pattern exercised
in the communities. These amounts of cattle areenough for him since he needs substantial
more cattle to sustain his new housefbl@he same practice exists in Ethiopian Jikany Nuer
According to my informant, in earlier days, an Bffian Nuer should present up to a hundred
cattle as a bride wealth. Cattle raiding combinét ¥ihe economic hardship reduced the amount

of cattle presented as bride wealth. The Ethiopaer now presents 30-40 cattle as a bride

“"Yong Dong, Nuer elder in Itang Town of ltang SpéVereda | interviewed him on February 17, 2014.
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wealth. In some areas, especially in urban ceng@ats and cash are also paid as part of bride
wealth these da§/s

Anthropological writers of ethnic relations in Gasfi, including Dereje Fayssa and Kirmuto
Eisei, did not show us when cattle raiding weretsthand how it might shape ethnic relations in
the frontier. The different economic and socialdsasf the communities in Gambella might
prevent cattle raiding among themselves in theyadalys. The early contact between Anywaa
and Nuer in Gambella was dominated by resource ettign in the form of water and pasture.
Since the Anywaa are agriculturalists, they migbt engage in cattle raiding with the Nuer
which is mostly agro-pastoralists. However, thettfer advancement of the Jikany Nuer into
Ethiopian territories has been caused by raidstloeéroNuer groups and Dinka from the west.
Relations of the Jikany Nuer of Gambella and LoweNaf Jonglei State are also largely shaped

by cattle raiding.

The annual reports of the Gambella Regional Statei8y and Administrative Affairs Bureau
indicated that since the 1960 and 1970s Ethiopieany Nuer comminutes and Murle and Lou
Nuer of Southern Sudan engaged in rustling andteowastling for many years. However, when
the frontier was under the control of SPLM/A sirk@80, the magnitude of cattle rusting was
marginaf®. For military and security reasons SPLM/A congdllactivities in the border with
Sudan. Similarly, the other side of the border vedso under a strong surveillance from
Khartoum. Therefore, the magnitude of cattle rughinder SPLM/A controlled Gambella was
marginal (Gatkhot, 2007: 45). SPLM/A itself confsed cattle from the communities which
were the major sources of grievance between trad tmmmunities and undisciplined militias of
SPLM/A (ibid).

In the interval periods of relative peace in theitkern Sudan after the CPA, cattle raiding
dominated (in) security reports of the Gambella iBeg State Security and Administrative
Affairs Bureau. Despite the prevailing assumptioat trelative peace in the southern Sudan after
the CPA brings peace to Gambella, cattle raidirgirb® dominate the atmosphere of insecurity

in the region then. Understanding the links betweerelopments in post-CPA and Post-

“8 Field note, Itang town, February 17, 2014

%9 Annual Reports of the Gambella Regional State Sgcand Administrative Affairs Bureau, August, &)1
Gambella.
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independent South Sudan and the magnitude anddceddtle raiding in Gambella is thus very

essential to comprehend the security threats todh@nunities on the borderlands.

Various developments in the post-CPA and post gaddence period are contributing to the
increasing level of cattle rusting in Gambella. Tingt major factor is related to the end of civil
war in South Sudan. The end of the war with thetiNbelped former fighters to return to their
village hoping for peace. Despite the intermittettinic violence that erupted later, a relative
peace and calm was gained in the communities thag heen military bases and battle grounds.
Subsequently, areas like Jonglei and Upper NiléeStaow experience a relative peace and its
young members begun to return from war fields. €hgsung former rebel soldiers look for
partners to establish families. A man stayed foo@siderable time in a war front will not have
the means to pay for bride wealth. In addition,nlage is a concern for the extended family with
the groom usually receiving assistance from hieeiaind relatives when collecting cattle and
cash for bride wealth. As many lost their paremid paternal relatives during the war, this could
have reduced their capability to mobilize resourfcesnarriage (Rolandsen and Breidlid, 2012:
54). These are young former rebel soldiers thdtsar their arms. They lack resources for

marriage i.e. cattle or cash but they have the mieanweapons that can bring needed resources.

As discussed above, disarming of both civilian arthed groups in South Sudan was/is
unsuccessful. Arms are still under the control afisus armed faction groups and civilian that
resists rounds of disarmament. On the contrary,nconities in Gambella have been disarmed
and hence disadvantaged in defending themselvethandcattle. Therefore, the armed youth in
Jonglei (also known as White Army) raided disarnt&thiopian communities with more
causality. The porous nature of the border combimigial the absence of government security on
the border makes it easy for the armed groups mgldoto raid the communities in Gambella
with high casualties.

The second factor is related to economic revivats @pening of markets in local areas in South
Sudan. The influx of oil money to the South Sudarssonomy in the post-independence period
has increased the demand for cattle and therendreations that the cost of marriage for young
men has increased significantly (Sommers and Sgwa@11: 17). In addition to this, the

availability of market for looted cattle in the nestate of South Sudan is another factor. Looted
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cattle in some areas destined for meat market nviuuth Sudan and across the international
borders (ibid).

The third factor is related to various actors bdhthe scenes. These actors had their own
political and economic interests. There are varioilgtia groups fighting Juba and inflicting
damage to the borderland communities. Addis Abads dso plenty of out-law groups and
organized armed movements in this region. The momature of the border is advantageous for
these groups to hide themselves and organize sibeexctivities. They did not only participate
in an ad-hoc manner. They conduct raids for prafid as part of their role in the complex
conflict dynamics in Gambella region. With regaodconflict formation in the region, through
sales of cattle in exchange for weapons and amianiboted cattle is facilitating large scale
violence and contributed to the dynamics of cohflarmation in Gambella. This situation is
further complicated by the limited (or non-existenccapacity of the new South Sudan
government security forces in maintaining bordeusiéy and a similar absence of border guards
and security personnel around the Ethiopian botlat allows the lawlessness to continue

unabated.

Today cattle raiding are the serious security corscéo the borderland communities boarding
Jonglei and Upper Nile States of South Sudan. €ditive significant social and economic
values in pastoralist communities. The Murle andi Iduer communities of Jonglei State are
pastoralist that has special sentiment to thettecaarticularly the Murle has special attachment
to the cattle. According to my informant in Methtre Murle had an assumption that “all cattle
in the world belong to them, and any attempt tdleuhe cattle is to regain what has been lost
from them before®. Murle further legitimizes their raids as “the NiEthiopian Nuer] tie their
cattle with trees or hold them in a barricade isaose they know that the cattle are not to them.

If they untie them, the cattle will come to theatural owner i.e. the Murlé®.

These security threats are far pertinent to thenconity living in remote frontier areas where
government did not reach. All communities on thenfier are not equally insecure by cattle
raiding from the Murle and Lou Nuer. Given the sband economic bases of the Anywaa

community, which is predominantly agriculturalistsattle raiding is not a serious security

*0 Daniel Tut Pal, farmer in Lari, LaWereda | interviewed him on February 17, 2014.

*1 Ujulu Kwot, my facilitator, cited above.
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concerns as their neighbor, the Nuer. The Nueassgoalist and its social and economic base is
founded on cattle raising. The Nuer community eré¢ffore the target of cattle raiding from both

Murle and Lou Nuer of Jonglei State.

Inter-communal cattle stealing among the Ethiophaer themselves persist for so long but the
traditional social values and authorities managkmd the magnitude. Cattle rustling by Murle
and Lou Nuer are devastating in terms of the cdieslrecorded and the number of cattle
raided. In one incident a group of armed Murle d up to 1000 cattle with deaths of people
and burning down of villagé$ Besides, uncoordinated disarmament that leftcomnmunities
unarmed helps the armed Murle and Lou Nuer of &origlraid the communities in Gambella

with more causality.

Cattle raiding is therefore a serious security eomcfor the remote communities living in
Gambella. This security threat affected mostlyleadteeping Nuer communities in Gambella.
This however does not mean that communities otier Nuer are secure from other threats of
armed Murle and Lou Nuer. Armed Murle and Lou Nkidrpeople in their way for reasons of
confiscating weapons and cloths. Besides cattténgiand killings, Murle remains a source of

another security threat for all communities in fitetier i.e. child abduction.

Murle abduct children that make it the most feagdthic group among all communities on the
borderlands. Murle’s practice of child abductioreiceptional in the sense that such practice is
not conducted by other ethnic groups in the frontla this case, the Anywaa and other
agriculturalist communities are all insecure. Chdlduction is therefore a major security

concerns for both pastoralists and agriculturalistbe frontier.

Murle is reputedly notorious for its war culturedaviolent attacks on neighboring tribes. Pibor
County of Jonglei State is their base which is 3forKeters from the Akobo District of
Gambella. “Everyone in the community runaway whews of Murle’s arrival is heard®
Murle cross the border into Gambella between Deezrabd May. They rustle cattle and burned
down villages. But child abduction makes Murle seuof multiple security threats to the

borderland communities.

*2 Field note, Lari town, February 17, 2014

%3 David Walwal, local security chief in Lari town bfri Wereda | interviewed him on February 18, 2014 in Lari
town.
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Children between the ages of 7-10 are the targdt4ude attacks. Girls are also preferred than
boys”. The question why Murle abduct children is verjiade one. Incredibly controversial
associations are made by the local people andnmaiots in Pochall&ebeleof GogWereda An

informant in theKebelenarrated:

“[Aln abducted child will be raised as Murle andtegrated to the Murle
culture. When he (if he is a boy) is ready for neye, he will be sent to the
community where he was abducted to rustle catttee @irl will be given to

somci/(s)sne else in the community when she become,whusdgring cattle to the
family™.

In one way or another, the child abducted adddectitthe family. If he is a boy he loot and
rustle cattle and if she is a girl, she is a sowfceattle when she is married that brings catile a

bride wealth to the family.

An ambiguous association is also made between Mumtkeits practice of child abduction. It is
believed that the kidnappings are motivated by Blarllow fertility rate which in turn is
allegedly caused by widespread sexually transmitlestases (STDs) with in the Murle
community. Although some studies indicate a re@yivow population growth in Murle society,
there is no proven correlation with STDs (Riak Akue.al, 2010: 53). Murle areas are among
the most marginalized in South Sudan and a low ladipa growth is likely to be attributed to

livelihood related factors. (ibid)

The stigmatizations of the Murle and their allegeputation have antagonized communities. It
also exacerbated the Murle community’s perceptiohshemselves as being politically and
economically marginalized. Reinforced by the gepbieal isolation of Pibor country, this has
resulted in a sense of insecurity and defensiveaessg the Murle who appear to have limited
trust in post-independent government authoritiessaturity apparatus. Apparently, the negative
sentiments towards the Murle community are arguaddbyed in the civil war, when elements of
the Murle youth were mobilized under the leadergfipsmael Konye into a Khartoum backed
militia, called Pibor Defense Force (PDF) (Youn@02). This group fought against the SPLM/A

and other militia factions as part of Khartoum’side and rule strategy.

** Field note, Gambella town, January 02, 2014

% Ogalla Obang, farmer in Pochakabeleof GogWereda | interviewed him on February 07, 2014.
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In a nutshell, cattle raiding and child abductioa the major security threats to the borderland
communities. These security concerns seems marginghe national government at Addis

Ababa. The ever changing concepts of security grélkat strong adherence to national security
may not led to security of the people living in 8tate. Good relations between Addis Ababa and
Juba prevent them to look what is happening orfrirgiers that both of them lost control. The

absence of Ethiopian security forces on the boadeas combined with defenseless position of
the communities in Gambella left them situatedhi® severe raids of the armed Murle and Lou

Nuer from Jonglei State.

My informant in Tengé&Kebeleof AboboWeredaguestion “to whom these soldiers (members of
Ethiopian National Defense Force stationed in Ahotie Wereda capital) are providing
security?®® He sadly answers his own question that the saldiez here to provide security for
the investors engaged in agricultural investmenAlilmbo Wereda He added, “they killed our
son who ask questions about the land that belangset Anywaa®’. Members of the Ethiopian
National Defense Force protecting the foreign camgmengaged in agricultural investment and
in drilling for oil do not provide security for theommunities in Gambella. This could be a
covert strategy of the central government to euvheelocal people from their land needed for

massive agricultural investment and from potentiall rich areas.

4.6. Cross-border alliance formations: “Nuer Empire in the making?”

Gambella region has experienced dynamic inter-ethgliations and conflict over a century.
Cross-border ethnic relations have been dominagecbhbflict and cooperation. The politics of
“‘inclusion” and “exclusion” of the specific govermmts in Addis Ababa and Khartoum have
largely shaped the conflict and cooperation langscamong ethnic groups in the Southwest
frontier. To be “included” at the national govermmhén Addis Ababa and thus legitimize their
resource claims, the Anywaa and the Nuer of Gambatigaged in competing strategies of

“historical relevance” and “numeric advantage” essprely.

%6 Kud Omad, elementary school teacher in Teligbele AboboWereda | interviewed him on February 08, 2014
in Tenge.

*" Field note, Tenge Kebele, February 08, 2014

61



The Nuer in Gambella for so long have been consitiéiate comers” in Gambella. With the
introduction of ethnic federalism in the post-198ie¢ Anywaa and Nuer continue to employ
different political strategy to access and legiienresource claims. Dereje (2006: 953) argued
that the Anywaa’s reaction to the problems credigdhe Nuer have crystallized into “the
project of containment”, a strategy aimed at hajdimack the Nuer expansion into their
territories. The politics of exclusion through deprg the Nuer of political offices and education
were the methodology. On the other hand, the Naee ltrystallized into what Dereje called
“catching up” aimed at inclusion into the politicatucture (ibid).

To challenge the political domination of the Anyw#ae Nuer established a political party called
Gambella Peoples Democratic Unity Party (GPDUP)982. The Anywaa considered this Nuer
political organization as a serious threat to tpeiitical security. Thus they branded the GPDUP
as an ally to SPLA Naser faction which planned analved in the January and June 1992

violent attacks on the Anywaa village of Gamb&lla

Today, the two rival groups continue to employ eliéint strategies to claim more representation
that further exacerbated the violent conflicts ian@bella. The Anywaa who believed that they
were the first-comers to the region claimed moentkix of the nine districts based on historical
grounds. According to Ragassa (2010: 208), the Asaydominated the regional council during
the past four rounds of elections on the basisaofl Ibased political representation. On the
contrary, the Nuer politics continued to be thetms of number as their ethnic majority status

had proved to be an effective strategy of entitietsién the political developments at the center.

In 2002, due to various developments in the regind outside the regioh a new power-

sharing arrangement based on equal share of se#ts regional council and an ethnic based
form of zonal administration were introduced byawaing the Anywaa land claim with the Nuer
population claim. Obviously, the new power-sharemgangement which increases the Nuer

representation in Gambella is seen by the AnywaasEsious threat to their political security in

%8 Chan Katkhot, cited above.

* The Nuer participation in the Ethio-Eritrean waf 1998-2000 increased their opportunity for poétic
entitlements. In the aftermath of the war, theyeheed eight additional seats in the regional cduticbugh the

intervention of the federal government. The 2003a&a-Nuer conflict has also pushed the central gouent to

introduce the new power-sharing arrangement. Et& id generated from my facilitator Ojulu Kwot.
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the region they believe their homeland. The Nuenaled also seems unmet as they continue to

demand more representation.

The Anywaa did not contest that there have beeioftdn Nuer. What is difficult for them to
accept is the larger number of Nuer in Gambellae Tiassive expansion of the Nuer into
Gambella was a result of the longest civil warhia Sudan. Starting from the first civil war that
lasted for more than a decade, many Nuer came tab&l&a. After the end of the war many of
them did not return to their homeland. The secamd war produced much more number of
refugees, mostly Nuer in Gambella. The officiaufigs of refugees in mid 1980s were 350,000
in the host population of not more than 80,00Mattime (Kurimoto, 2005: 12).

With the change of government in Ethiopia in 199 newly installed Anywaa administration
in Gambella begun a campaign that Nuer are refuffees southern Sudan and they should
return back as SPLM/A expelled from Gambella. Th®vnAnywaa administration was
suspicious about the increasing number of Nueramkella. When SPLM/A was expelled from
Gambella by the new government at Addis Ababa, GRirilarly requested Nuer to go back.
The new Anywaa administration also closed refuggeening centers not to accept anymore

Nuer refugees from southern Sudan.

Now the Nuer are identified as refugees from sautl&idan and thus illegitimate in the new
power arrangement in the regional state of Gambé&lh& Nuer, as a counter to the Anywaa’s
“containment” strategy, did not take much time topdoy a “catching up” strategy. Tactically

the Nuer begun exploiting the space crated oubefrift between Anywaa elites who wants to
control their new regional government and the @ngovernment which wants to exert

influence on the regional politics.

Finally after a long road with “catching up” strgyewith the Anywaa, recently this year
Gambella got Nuer president for the first time afi®91. For the Anywaa, the transfer of
presidency from Omod Obang to Galgwat Tut createsixafeeling of both relief and pain.

Umod Obang is accused by the Anywaa of responédrl¢he 2003 massacre that led to the
death of more than 400 Anywaa in three days in Gadliamland Itang towns. He distanced himself
from the Anywaa and he has been accused by the &ay# fevering the other ethnic groups

particularly highlanders in Gambella. Now he is gao the center Addis Ababa and thus sense
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of relief for the Anywaa. Yet, even though thereaisense of relief with the end of Obang
“‘massacre”, the Anywaa lost the most important poimethe region that they were able to

maintain for more than two decades. It may takentt@o long to regain their presidency.

For the Nuer it was a day of celebration of mangrygestruggle. There have been celebrations in
Lari and Wantwh®. The celebration was not contained by the statetharies. The alliance
formations “who is with whom” is clear that theirdbhers at the other side of the border in
Jonglei share the celebrati6hg=or the Nuer from the other side of the bordérathappened in
Gambella is fruits of their brothers’ long yearsuggle which now they want to do in their
country of South Sudéh

Besides the competing strategies, the Anywaa aret Blugage in alliance formations with other
minority ethnic groups in Gambella that could erdeatheir respective strategies. The Opo and
Majang for so long have been with the sides ofAhgwaa. The recent violent conflict between
Majang and Anywaa in Godere district weakenedptfended, the traditional ties between them.
Komo is a traditional ally of the Nuer in the afiie arrangements in Gambé&flaSince recent
times, the alliance formation in Gambella seemsewiidg the territorial space by crossing the
border into Jonglei State of South Sudan. The Nu&ambella and the Nuer in Jonglei State of
South Sudan are in the process of identifying tledwves in the “who is with whom” alliance

formations.

In the newly erupted armed struggle in Jonglei betwgovernment forces and rebels led by
former vice president Riek Machar, the local comitie in the borderlands are mobilized to
the war “Nuer against Dinka”. The actors in theilcvar in South Sudan are mobilizing the
communities in the frontier along their traditioraliance arrangements. This is how local

conflicts are entwined into transnational confighamics.

60 Tesfay Getachew, previously settler and now teagh@®peno Technical and Vocational Training Codled)
interviewed him on the way to Lari on Febrauary 2&14.

®1 Field note, Gambella town, February 20, 2014
%2 Field note, Gambella town, January 02, 2013

%3] come to learn about these alliances from mylitatir Ojulu Kwot.
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For my Anywaa informant Otiang, the subsequenteviok in South Sudan by the Nuer against
the Dinka is motivated by what the Nuer had don&ambella. For Otiang, the Nuer in South
Sudan want to control the highest power of presigers their brothers did here in Gambétta”
The violent conflict in South Sudan that startedaite 2013 is not just sporadic. It is rather a
conflict rooted in the Sudanese civil war. Besittes bigger wars as North and South, there has
been what was called “South-South Confrontationeshethnic and tribal based violence in
southern Sudan fragmented SPLM/A. Militia groupistty of Nuer, fought against Dinka
dominated SPLM/A supported by Khartoum. Moreovbg 1991 Bore massacre, immediately
after the expulsion of SPLM/A from Gambella, isexent memory about the violent conflict
between Nuer and Dinka in South Sudan.

Now in 2013 a violent armed conflict erupted betwé®e two conflicting political elites in Juba
who finally want to decide their differences by leiot ways. The Nuer attempt to control
political power in the newly born South Sudan igl@ble political security threat for the
Anywaa in Gambella. “They control power in Gambaealtal they want the same in South Sudan.

These people [Nuer] want to establish Nuer EmpoefGambella to South Sud&n”

Sense of belongingness and affiliation between Nlner of Gambella and South Sudan is
something expected in the “who is with whom” altanformation along the Southwestern
Ethiopian frontier. What is even more unacceptébidehe Anywaa is what is going on in Lari,
Wanthwa and AkobdVeredas These areas are dominantly Nuer settlement aregsmuch
close to South Sudan. The security officials in Galla are aware that armed Nuer including
Nuer Police Members and Nuer Special Forces in G#anbave joined the war in South Sudan

supporting their brothers at war with the Diffka

Most importantly, the physical presence of Riek Nacand warm welcoming from the new
Nuer administration in Gambella will obviously bbdke morale of the Ethiopian Nuer. Reik
Machar stayed in Gambella president office for salags after he fled Juba. In those guerrilla

times, he spent much of his time in Gambella wiBL®/A and he is very well aware of the

% Field note, Gambella town, February 13, 2014
% Field note, Gambella town, January 03, 2013

% Field note, Gambella town, February 13, 2014
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ethnic tensions and politics in Gambella region. isl@ery much influential among the Nuer
including Jikany Nuer in Gambella. So, it is a fpvae conclusion that he can mobilize the Nuer

of Gambella in the fight against a Dinka man, S&ua

The Anywaa has accused the Nuer of failing to seetlSSudan as an independent state.
According to my informants, the Nuer did not comsi®outh Sudan as another state but as their
Nuer neighborhood where they can go to in timeifficdlties in Gambella and come back as
they wisl{’. These accusations of the Nuer by Anywaa have taeq there. The Nuer has been
accused by the Anywaa of eating with two “knifes”<hifting their identities as Ethiopian when
they are in Ethiopia and South Sudanese refugeesugee camps. But what is happening after
the independence of South Sudan as an indepentiet may not be tolerated by the

government at Addis Ababa.

The government of Ethiopia may not see the invokminof the Ethiopian Nuer in the conflict in
South Sudan as good. EPRDF may tolerate controlietence’ in South Sudan, but it will not
be interested to see the new state descendingamdochy. Some level of violence may be
tolerated but given the problem in Gambella, theidfian government did not want another

“failed state” in the west as its security is athg@ccupied in Somalia in the East.

The conflict in South Sudan is no more a conflicbmka and Nuer in South Sudan. Many arms
and finance has been sent to the conflict and magileaders like Musevini of Uganda which

share borders with South Sudan officially warnsmviieintervene. This is a transnational conflict

that will entangle the local actors in Gambellaitiie regional one. This will further complicate

the conflict formation in Gambella region. The Nheas always been mobilized in the conflict in
South Sudan and now the new violence in South Sudantves them in one way or another.

This is a dangerous conflict dynamics for the Angwéaho find themselves on the wrong side of
the divide.

7 Kero Okelo and Otaw Ugur, farmers in Abok KKebeleof Gambella ZuriaWereda | interviewed them on
February 02, 2014 at Abol Kiir village.
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Summary and Conclusion

The specific narratives developed above are smmtfi that shows not only the local conflict
dynamics but how these conflicts are entangledaiional and transnational conflict dynamics.
These are cases which indicate the blurred nat@iréhe line among local, national and
transnational conflict dynamics in the Gambellaftonformation. The disaggregated levels of
conflicts presented above in each specific distni€éambella region now need to be synthesized
and analyzed to understand the interlinked natliteecthree-levels of conflicts.

The local inter-ethnic relations between the Anyvaad the Nuer have been characterized by
conflict and cooperation as the balance of poweillages between these two ethnic groups in
Gambella. Yet, in these historic ethnic relatiothe role of actors on both sides of the border
could not be ignored. In earlier days, the impegalernment in Ethiopia and the British

administration in the Sudan manipulated the ethelations to their interest. Accessibility of

firearms from the British administration in south€3udan boosted the ambitions of the Nuer in
their territorial expansion towards the East intantbella that at the same time could benefit the
expansionist British Empire. The Ethiopian impegalvernment, aware of the British territorial

expansion in southwest, provided firearms to thgwlaa. Thanks to the firearms, the Anywaa
attempted to recover the lost territories. Throtlgh way, the local ethnic relations in Gambella

have been moulded by actors outside the local arena

The advancement of the Ethiopian state in the @fycentury accompanied by state and nation
building agendas further entangled the local etiheliations between the Anywaa and the Nuer
into the national politics. The two ethnic group®rev differentially “integrated” into the

Ethiopian empire state. The more settled agricaligtr Anywaa, whose livelihood was

comfortable for governance, was relatively prefériean the pastoralist and mobile Nuer. Yet,
the type of “integration” here was different fromh&t has been experienced in the North and
South highlands. State and nation building agemdake Ethiopian brought enslavement and
appropriation that led to marginalization of thevland Nilotic people in the empire state

formation. The unequal integration made the lowlangeriphery that the center relies for
resource extraction. Since the early"2entury, there have been sporadic rebellions ef th

Anywaa against the imperial government.
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It was starting from the second half of thé"a@ntury that the ethnic relations in Gambella,
which was already entangled into the national pslitbecame pawns in inter-state relations and
conflict. Political developments at home in the m@70s brought a military government that
later aligned itself with the socialist bloc. Siarildevelopments in the Sudan in the same period
strengthened pro-Islamic regime under Nemirie. pteelslamic regime in the Sudan is labeled
as “enemy of the revolution” by the new socialesgime in Ethiopia and it accused the Sudanese
regime of supporting rebels fighting the Derg fréheir base in the Sudan. Then the Derg
resorted to the principle of “the enemy of my enemyny friend” and look for armed groups
fighting Khartoum. The socialist appeal and thegalo of united Sudan of the newly created
rebel in the Sudan led by John Garang much to #rg Bgenda. The ideological “love” between
Derg and SPLM/A were given prominence that the equnences of the presence of Nuer
dominated SPLM/A in Gambella was unseen. The f&llGambella in the hands of Nuer
dominated SPLM/A brought drastic changes in the@@ of power between the Anywaa and
the Nuer in Gambella. Now the ideologically pre¢éerNuer took the ladder of administration in
Gambella by replacing the Anywaa whose relevances waeded with the end of the imperial
government. Collusion was created between DergM#Rland Nuer in Gambella against the

Anywaa.

Thus, similar to other discontented nationalitiggting against the Derg, the Anywaa resorted
to armed struggle to free their respective regitet. it was clear how much the struggle in the
lowland was so much detached from the struggléaénhighlands. The problem in the lowland
was not an “Amharatized empire state” which thagltes in the highlands were fighting. The
problem here is the Nuer and highlander who arg elese to the Anywaa than the far away and
unknown “Abyssinian state”. Moreover, the categofyhighlanders in Gambella includes all
people that came from other highland parts of Fiaiaduring resettlement programme that
includes Tigre, Amhara and Oromo. For the Anywaaas not clear who was Tigre, Amhara
and Oromo. They are all “Gala” that took the Anyvaad and are agents of central government.

Despite the divergent understanding of the aimthefstruggle a “marriage of necessity” was
later created between TPLF, an armed group fightnigoerate Tigray and GPLM, to liberate
Gambella. At this time, the proxy arrangement wayex out not only in the region of Horn of

Africa but also in the local ethnic relations inr@zella. In the transnational conflict dynamics,
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Derg and SPLM/A on the one side and Khartoum amtbws armed groups fighting against
Addis Ababa on the other side engaged in proxyaradkes and wars. Locally, the Nuer in
Gambella were mobilized and recruited by Derg ie fight in the North against EPLF and
TPLF. The Anywaa supported by the Sudanese and T&udht against the Nuer and SPLM/A
in Gambella. Through these ways the local ethrations between the Anywaa and the Nuer in

Gambella was shaped by the transnational confjicaihics and proxy alliances.

When victory came in 1991, ethno-nationalities thate fighting against the Derg assumed the
rein of state power in their specific territoriés. national terms similar to that of TPLF (now
controls Tigray), APDM (that controls Amhara) andlFO(that controls Oromia), GPLM was
ambitious to assume power in the region it fougiit To make ambitions a reality, with the
expulsion of SPLM/A from Gambella, GPLM requesthd Nuer to go with their armed group.
The new Anywaa administration in Gambella made Noer refugees and thus to go back to
their homeland in southern Sudan. The administmatiigo closed refugee screening centers to
limit the influx of further Nuer refugees and thegluce the Nuer’s political space in the newly

created regional government.

The new Anywaa administration in Gambella regiderlan resorted to get rid of highlanders,
another usurper the group has been fighting agdimstn incidence in 1991 known as “girgir”
armed Anywaa killed more than seven hundred higidann different settlement villages in
Itang and Gambella. This has been a contradictaryip the “marriage of necessity” between
TPLF and GPLM. The contradictory political visionas led “comrades-in-arms” into a political
conflict just a year after their victory againstrBeAfter the incidence, the government at Addis
Ababa requested GPLM to lay down their arms. Tlypest was unacceptable for the group
trying to consolidate their power in their regidrhe political differences were further widened
as the center’s grip on power increases its moryapdhe regional government. GPLM wants to
dominate the region which it feels belongs to thdime central government equally wants to
exert significant influence and intervention in thegion that has a considerable number of

highlanders as well as potential resources fondvwe emerging business class in the regime.

The subsequent introduction of federalism and ettynas a major political organizing element
in the post 1991 became another variable in treetlevel games between the Anywaa and Nuer

in Gambella and the Anywaa and the central govemirat national politics and the Anywaa
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opposition supported by transnational actors intis&@udan and Eritrea. Unlike the other ethno-
based regional states in the country which federaktould work, Gambella region is a multi-
ethnic regional state where one ethnic group cowdclaim dominance in administering the
region. In the new arrangement in Gambella, thewsaywants to be considered as the dominant
ethnic group, at least, to rule the region. His@lriconnections with the center and the recent
“marriage of necessity” with TPLF are the competlagitimizing strategies for the Anywaa.
The Anywaa still feels the region belongs to therd they comfortably control 70% of the land
in Gambella. The political formula engineered bg tenter also helps the Anywaa to dominate
the political space until recently. However, nowgsla seems that the Anywaa are losing their
dominance in the regional politics. A more aggnessind expansionist Nuer is challenging the

Anywaa in regional power play.

Despite the Anywaa’s long existing claim that theeNare refugees and thus illegitimate in
politics in Gambella, the Nuer struggle for faipresentation in Gambella started early 1990s.
The Nuer are now the majority in number in Gambetigion and they have been using their
numerical advantage as a counter strategy for Aajgvaistorical connection with the center.
What seems a more subtle move by the Nuer is agBagitheir strategy with the much talked
“‘democracy’ in the center and in turn demanding en@presentation in Gambella region. To
overcome the Anywaa’s claim of connection to thstdric center, the Nuer participated in
Ethio-Eritrean war of 1998 which boosted their imag the center. As a political reward for
their role, they were granted by the central goresmt more seats in the regional government. It
is clear that the two ethnic groups in Gambella Wwhwee been fighting against water and pasture
now engage in a conflict of another type i.e. fog tontrol of political space. In the post 1991,
the two ethnic groups fought for territorial spahat will determine their representation in the
power play in the region. The local level admiratitn of Weredais the most important one and
thus the place political game is played out. TheaiWderedaone has, the more representation in

the regional council, a decision making body inrgion.

The conflict in 2003 is a landmark in the conflictmation in Gambella region. The subsequent
political developments both at the center and etrégion are bringing new dynamics and actors
to the conflict. The “marriage of necessity” is diédting that the Nuer are using as an

opportunity to situate them with the center andehanore representation in the regional council.
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Today the conflict in Gambella is to do with theattal government and the Anywaa opposition.
The Anywaa for so long resist the central governm#&\yith de-centering the state it was
believed that the long existed conflict in Ethiofiatween the center and periphery will be
resolved. In most parts of Ethiopia that previouskperienced such conflicts, today we do not
see many armed resistance against the centernirbduction of federalism detaches the center
as an arena of conflicts. Local level governmeikis Weredaand region become arenas where
competition and conflict are played out among caimpgeethnic groups for the control of
regional power. Such horizontal conflict trends also reflected in Gambella where indigenous
ethnic groups in the region compete each othetticontrol of power in the region. However,
unlike other parts in Ethiopia, the introductionfetleralism does not end the vertical conflict
relations between ethnic group and central govemimmeGambella. After the 2003 massacre of
many Anywaa in Gambella and Itang, the Anywaa again go to armed rebellion against the
same enemy i.e. the highlanders that represemetiteal government in Gambella and the Nuer.
In 2005 another armed group called GPLM/F 1l wasnked which is similar in objective with
the former GPLM.

The revival of the Anywaa opposition against thateeis a result of accumulated grievance
among the Anywaa. In the newly revived Anywaa arstedggle, highlanders and Nuer remains
the problem to get rid of in Gambella. Highlander&sambella are believed to be agents of the
central government who have strong political nekwaeith the center. Despite the fact that these
category of people are not recognized as indigehke®ther five ethnic group in Gambella by
the regional constitution and thus constitutionafiyevented from the regional politics,
highlanders, who maintain strong political netwoskth the center, are “king makers” in
Gambella. They play significant role in the pow&ypbetween the Anywaa and the Nuer. With
connection to the center, relative advantage inless and education, highlanders are economic
hub of Gambella.

The Nuer are another “trouble-maker” in Gambella tbe Anywaa. Most of the Nuer
settlements are established on traditionally Anyveal and most of them were refugees who
came to Gambella in the first and second Sudanegevar but did not return after the end of
the civil war. Citizenship that determines inclusi@and exclusion in the national politics is the

most contested concept in Gambella. Even in the @&A period, the Nuer incursion into
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Gambella is not curbed and now the violent conflicthe newly born republic of South Sudan
continues to produce influx of Nuer refugees in Galta. This is a serious concern for the
Anywaa whose number is counting down in contrary etxponentially increasing Nuer
population that will change the political formula ithe Anywaa-Nuer political game in

Gambella.

One of the grievances of the Anywaa against théralegovernment is in fact the failure of the
government to contain the Nuer incursion or deéiberintention to let them into Gambella.
Recently in December, 2012, due to the inter-etlooiaflict between Murle and Lou Nuer in
Jonglei, more than 150,000 Lou Nuer crossed theédvanto Gambella and displaced Rébeles

in WantwaWeredaof which four of them were the Anywaa. Since Nobem 2013 the violent

conflict in Jonglei State between South Sudanesergment and rebels led by former vice
president Riek Machar produced large influx of gefess in Gambella mostly of Nuer. Unlike the
previous Anywaa administration, the new Nuer adstration in Gambella is willing to receive

more Nuer refugees.

Finally, in what seems to be a transnational conflynamics in South Sudan, the enter-ethnic
conflict in Gambella between the Anywaa and Nuerfarther intertwined as the ethnic groups
are mobilized along the traditional “who is with evh” alliance formations in the frontier. The
current violent conflict in South Sudan is no marécal conflict contained in the territory of
South Sudan. Many arms and finance have been senthe war and transnational actors are
muddling in it. As presented before, the Nuer inmBalla are mobilized in the fight against the
Dinka in Jonglei State of South Sudan. Many armadribolice in Lari and Wantwa joined their
Nuer brothers at war with the Dinka in Bor CounfyJonglei State. For the Anywaa who find
themselves in the wrong side of the divide, a lmgdkision once again is in the making between
the central government and the Nuer against thevaay No one knows whether it is by design
or by default, there will be national electionsEthiopia, South Sudan and the Sudan in 2015
that will further complicate the situation in Garflae Given the turmoil situation in Gambella
and South Sudan, the elections in Ethiopia andiS8utlan will bring further complication in
the Gambella conflict formation. This is a regiohese states are weak in their frontiers and
similar ethnic groups living in their internationlabrders are easily mobilized in transnational

conflict dynamics.
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Appendix |

Oral informants

Key informant interviews

No. | Name Place and Date of Interview Remarks
1 Ojulu Kwot My  personal friend and
facilitator
2 Olenge Okach Pukadi-Alwerakebele Abobo| Anywaa elder in Pukadi-Alwerp
Wereda 06 February, 2014 village
3 Oman Ungere Tendéebele AboboWereda 08 | Head of Tenge Village
February, 2014
4 Romi David Karmi Kebele Gambella Zuria Female Teacher at Karmi
Wereda 03 February, 2014 Primary School
5 Chan Gatkhot Gambella town, on 29 DecempEormer National and Regional
2012 and on 20 February, 2014| Security ~ Advisor to the
President, now Deputy Chief of
Regional Justice Bureau
6 Otiang Ochan Gambella town, on 03 JanugRgrmer Gambella Region Police
2013 and 13 February, 2014 Chief
7 Gordon Kong Gambella town, 09 January, 2013 [Eorrhead of Security and
Administrative Affairs Bureau
8 Oguta Ukunge Gambella town, 02 January, 2014 ufyephead of Security and
Administrative Affairs Bureau
9 Ochala Lock TataKebele Gog Wereda 12| TataKebeleadministrator

February, 2014

80



10 | Yong Dong ltang Town, Itang Specjdluer elder
Wereda 17 February, 2014

11 | Daniel Tut Pal Lari town, LariWereda 17| Farmer
February, 2014

12 | David Walwal Lari town, Lari Wereda 17| Local security chief
February, 2014

13 | Ogalla Obang Pochalkebele GogWereda 07 | Farmer
February, 2014

14 | Kud Omad TengkKebele AboboWereda 08 | Elementary School teacher
February, 2014

15 | Tesfay Getachew| On the way from Itang to LE8i; Came to Gambella as settler

February, 2014

now teacher in Openo College

16 | Kero Okelo Abol kiirKebele Gambella Zurig Farmer
Wereda 02 Febraury, 2014
17 | Otaw Ugur Abol KiirKebele Gambella Zurig Farmer
Wereda 02 February, 2014
18 | Den Yong Lari town, LariWereda 17| Nuer elder
February, 2014
19 | Hoth Neyon Lari town, LariWereda 17| Nuer civil servantin Lari

February, 2014

yut
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List of Focus Group Discussion participants

FGD 1: among the Anywaa in Gambella city Green Park13 February 2014

No. | Name Sex Age Educational
Level

1 Udog Ugulu M 35 No education

2 Umod Kiro M 30 10 complete

3 John Oman M 25 Grade 9

4 Kud Umad M 27 10+3 complete

5 Romi David F 25 Diploma

6 Bedo Jag F 37 Diploma

7 Ajulu Umad F 29 First Degree

FGD 2: among the Nuer in Gambella city Frost Hotel15 February 2014

No. | Name Sex Age Educational
Level

1 Chan Ogalla M 26 10 complete

2 Tuwol Luarlew M 29 Diploma

3 Tuwal Tut M 25 Diploma

4 Chol Diwot M 29 10+3 complete

5 David Chan F 28 Diploma

6 Peter Young F 37 Diploma
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Appendix Il

Interview questions guide for Key informants

Woreda:

Kebele:

Name:

Sex:

Age:

Educational Level:

General information about the conflict

1. For how many years you live in this area?
2. What type of conflicts did you experience whilarig in this area?

3. Could you please explain more about types of cctsfin terms of ethnicity, resource?
Anywaa-Nuer Conflict

4. What do you think are the causes of the conflict?

4.1. What do you think are the causes of conflict betw&erywaa and Nuer?

4.2. How do you see the dynamics of the conflict?

4.3. Could you please tell me more about the trendeetonflict?

4.4, What factors are aggravating the conflict?

4.5. How do you see the role of government (regional aedtral) or National

Defense force in the conflict?

4.6. How did you see the role of the central governmergscalating the conflict in
the area?

4.7. What are other external factors aggravating thdlicom the area?

4.8. What are the roles of the central government in agarg the Anywaa- Nuer
conflicts?

4.9. What needs to be done to resolve the conflict?
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Anywaa-Highlander conflict

5. Could you please tell me about the Anywaa-Highlamdaflict?

5.1. What are the causes of the conflict?

5.2. Could you tell me more about the trends/dynamiasi@fconflict?

5.3. What are the roles of the central government inwdamrhighlander conflict?

5.4. How did you see the role of the national defensedoalating/deescalating the

conflict between Anywaa and highlander?
5.5. How did you see the agricultural investment andflairin Gambella? What are
the roles of the central government?

5.6. What do you think needs to be done to resolve dindlict?
Cross-border dynamics

6. How did you see factors across the border in S8uttan and the conflict in Gambella?
6.1. How did you see the situation in South Sudan andhriplication to Gambella?
6.2. Could you please tell me more about the situatio8auth Sudan before and after

the independence and impact on the conflict in Galab

6.3. What are new factors to the conflict in Gambelithwhe independence of South
Sudan?

6.4. Who do you think is benefited from the independenfc8outh Sudan?

6.5. How did you see the security situation in South &udnd its implication to
Gambella?

6.6. What are the roles of other factors in the corfflict

6.7. What needs to be done to reduce the dynamics s$trorder factors?
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Appendix Il

Interview questions guide for Focus Group Discussio

Participant’s profile

Age range

Sex

Level of education

Main points of the discussion

Anywaa-Nuer Conflict

AN NN N

L X X

What do you think are the causes of conflict betw&rywaa and Nuer?

How do you see the dynamics of the conflict?

Could you please tell me more about the trendeetonflict?

What factors are aggravating the conflict?

How do you see the role of government (regional @emtral) or National Defense force
in the conflict?

How did you see the role of the central governnieescalating the conflict in the area?
What are other external factors aggravating thdlicom the area?

What are the roles of the central government inagarg the Anywaa- Nuer conflicts?

What needs to be done to resolve the conflict?

Anywaa-Highlander conflict

N X

What are the causes of the conflict?

Could you tell me more about the trends/dynamiasi@fconflict?

What are the roles of the central government inwdamrhighlander conflict?

How did you see the role of the national defensescalating/deescalating the conflict
between Anywaa and highlander?

How did you see the agricultural investment andflcnn Gambella? What are the roles

of the central government?
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Cross-border dynamics

v" How did you see factors across the border in S8uttan and the conflict in Gambella?

<

How did you see the situation in South Sudan anahriplication to Gambella?

<

Could you please tell me more about the situatto®aouth Sudan before and after the
independence and impact on the conflict in GamBella

What are new factors to the conflict in Gambelléhwhe independence of South Sudan?
Who do you think is benefited from the independerfc8outh Sudan?

How did you see the security situation in Southa&8uand its implication to Gambella?

What are the roles of other factors in the corfflict

AN N N N

What needs to be done to reduce the dynamics s$trorder factors?
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