
\ 

" 

...... 

ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 

SIGN I FICAN CE A ND DY NAMICS 01: 
AFRICAN UNITY 

By 
Abdi Zcncbc 

Addis Ababa Univcrsity 
July, 2007 



) 

'] 

, 
~ 

- . 

SIGNIFICANCE AND DYNAMICS OF 
AFRICAN UNITY 

MA T hesis 

By 
Abdi Zcncbc 

Advisor 
Profcssor K. Mathcw~ 

Add is Ababa Uni vcl's ity 
School of G raduatc Studics 

Depa.-tmcnt of Political Scic ncc and International Rclat ions 

Addi s A baba University 
J lily 200 7 



I 

') 

SIGNIFICANCE AND DYNAMICS OF 
AFRICAN UNITY 

By 
Abdi Zcncbc 

Advisor 
p"oressor 1<. Mathews 

Addi s Ababa Uni vers ity 
School or Grad uate Studics 

---_ .. 
t ~ 
Ie: 1\10 ffi • 
~~ ~1!l 

-e z -e-",,:"III 
~. ~ ~ 
<: l1li 
oC:I 1,. ~ III 
of~ <f-
'" !II "" .. d I 

~I 

Dcpartmcnt or Political Scicnce and Intcrn atio na l Rclations 

A Thesis S ubmitted to the School of Graduatc S tudies of Addis Ababa 
University in Partial Fulfillmcnt of thc Rcqui"cments for thc Dcgrce of 

Mastcr of Arts in Intcrnational Rclations 

Addis Ababa Uni vcrs ity 
Ju ly, 2007 



--.----

ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY 
THE SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 

Significance and Dynamics of African Unity 
By 

Abdi Zenebe 

Approved By the Board of Examiners 

k MAT)./£vJS 
ADVISOR 

-r. M u 1\ ITH-f 

External Exanuner 

G dnv (fh g"d, Q 

Intemal Examiner 

,bhJz;:a 
Signature 

-~~ 

Signature 

J= 
Signature 



) 

• 4/ . ~ 

Dedicated to: 

Those who struggle against injustice and exploitation 

J 



) 

Ta ble of Contents 

Acknowle dgements ....................... ......... ..... ... .. ... .. ..... ............. ...... ........... .. . 
Abs tra ct ......... ... ........ .... ... ...... ... ............ ...................... .... .. .. .. .. ... .. ....... .... ......... 11 

Acro n ym s ................................. ........ ...... .. ... ... ........................... .. .... ... .. ........ .. . 

CHAPTER ONE 
Introduction 

I . 1 r! C1 ckgroLil lei 

1.2 SUlle'rn('nl of th e Pl'O ble tn ................... ... ........ .. ........ ............. .. 
1. 3. Hy po th esi s .................................... ...................... ........ .. ... " ... , ... " ... , 
1 .4. I<esearch Questions .................................... ... ......................... .. 
1.5. Objectives ...................................... .. .............. ... ............ ... .......... . 
1. 6 . Significance of the S tudy ................................ .. ..................... .. 
1. 7. Methodology and Methods .... .. ... .. .. ............................ .. ..... .. .. .. 
1.8. Scope a nd Limitation s of the Study .. .. .. ............... ............ .... . 
l.9. Organization of the Study ........... .. .... .... ... ..................... .. ...... .. 

CHAPTER TWO 

Conce ptual Fra m ework and Literature Review ............. ..... ... .. ....... .. 
2.1. Conceptual Framework .. .. ................ .. .. .. .. ........................... .... . 

2.1.1. Pan-Africanism .. .... .. .... .. .. .. .......... .. .... .. .. ................... . 
2.1.2. African Rena issance .... .. .. .. .............. .... .. .... .. ............ . 

2.2. Literature Review ................ .. .... .. .... ......... ....... .. .... ... ... .............. . 
2.2.1 Pan-Africanism .. .. ................ .. ....... ............. .. ..... ....... . .. 
2.2.2 African Renaissance ... .. .. .. .. .. .. ........... .. .. .. ... .. ........... .. 

CHAPTER THREE 
Significance and Dynamics of African Un ity ........................ .. .......... .. 

3. I. Sign ificDnce and Nccd for Af,' ican unity ................... .. ...... .. 
:1. I 1. l::con o T11ic Sign ifi can ce ....... . ............................ . 

:) 1.2. !JO!i li c;d S igni f"j " ;l Il CC .................... ... ......... .............. . 
3. 1.3 . Mil,tar-y S ignifi , <lflce ...... .. .................... ..... .. .. 
3.1.4. Cultural Signi fica nce ................ .. .................. .. ........ . 
3.1 .5. Global S ignifieanee .... .. ... .. .............. .. ....... .. ... ........... .. 
3.1.6. The Need for African Unity ... .. .. .... ... .. .... .. .... .. .. .. ... .. 

3.2. Factors Promoting African Unity ..... .. ....... ..................... ... .. . .. 
3.2.l. I-listoricall-leritage ............ .. ... .... .. .. .......... .... .... .. ..... .. 
3.2.2. Shared Values ..... .. ... .... .. .. ... .. ......... .. ... .. ... ......... .. ... .. . 
3.2.3. Common Interests ............ .. .. .. .......... .. ... ...... .. .......... . 

3.3. The Case Against African Unity ..... .. .. ... ... ... ........ .. ... .... ..... ... . 
3.3.1. Nationalism ...... .. ... .... ... .. ....... .. .. ..... ............. .. ..... ....... . 
3.3.2. Diversity .... ....... .. .. ..... ............ ... ... .. .. .. .. ...... .................. .. 
3.3.3. Limited Communication ... ... ... .. ... .... .... ......... ....... .... . 
3.3.4. Ideological Dependency .. .. .. ......... .... ... .. .. .... ..... ...... .. 
3.3.5. Poor Economic System ........ .... .. ...... ............ .... ..... .. . 

1ll 

1 
1 
2 
3 
4 
4 
5 
5 
6 
6 

8 
8 
9 
14 
17 
17 
23 

32 
32 
33 
36 
38 
39 
40 
41 
45 
45 
46 
46 
47 
47 
49 
50 
51 
52 

-.-• t 
~,i; 
~ o€a-... .. 
:a~: .. ~. 
~ .. -'" Ita '" .. " ., 
--



J 

CHAPTER FOUR 
Attempts at African Unity: Overview...... .... ... .. ........ .. ............ .. .......... ... 54 

4.1 . Early Years of In dependence and African Unity .... ........... 55 
4 . 1.1. From 1957 to 1962.......... .......... .... ........ ...... ........ .... 55 
4.1.2. Organization of African Unity ...... .... ........ ............ .. 64 
4.l.3. African Union .... ...... ........ ........ ...... ...... ............ .... ...... . 66 
4.1.4. African Union's Proposal for 

Continental Government .. .......... ...... ........ ........ .... . 69 
4. 1.5 . African Economic Community .. .... ...... ...... ...... ...... . 70 

4.2. Region al Economic Communities.... ...... ...... .............. ...... .... ... 70 
4.2.1 . East African Community (EAC) ........ ...... ........ .. ..... 7 1 
4 .2 .2 . Common Market for Eastern and 

Southe rn Afri ca (COMESA) ..... ....... ...................... 73 
'i .2.:1. The fo: co ll omic Community of West 

Afri ca n Sta te~ (fo:CO WAS) ................... ................. 75 
'i .3. Chal len ges to Regional Integration in Africa ...................... 77 

CHAPTER FIVE 
Challenges and Opportunities ...... .. ....... .. .. .... .... ...... .. ... .. ........... ............ .. 
5.1 . Ch allenges .... ..... ...... ... .. ....... .. ... .............. .. ............................................. .. 

5.1. 1. External Challenges .. .. .. .... .. ............ ...... ........ .. ........ ........... . .. 
5. 1. 1. 1 Colonial Legacy ............ ...... ...... ........ ..... ..... ..... ....... .. 
5.1. 1.2 Dependency .. .. ........ ...................... ........ .... .... .... .... .... .. 
5 .1.1. 3 International Regionalism .... .... ...... .... ................. . 
5. 1.1 .4 Debt Cris is .. .. .. .. .. .... .... .. ........ ...... ....................... ... . .. 

5.1.2. Internal Challenges .. ...... ........ ........ .... ................................. .. 
5.1.2. 1. Lack of Political Will .......... ...... .. .. ...... ....... .... .. .... .. 
5. 1.2.2. Absence of Peace and Stability ...... ........... .... .... . 
5. 1.2 .3 . Institutional Wealmess .. ........ .. .. .... .. .. ...... .... ...... .. 
5. I .2.4. Socio - Economic Ch allenges ........................... .. 
5 .1.2. 5 . Lack of Implementation .......... .................... ........ . 

5.2. Opportunities ... .... ...... .......... ............ .. ................. .............. ................... . 
5.2. I. Liberation of Sou th Afri ca .. ...................... .. .... ........ . 
5 .2 .2. New Pa rtn e rs h ip for Africa 's 

Development (NEPAD) ...................................... ...... . 

81 
8 1 
8 1 
82 
83 
86 
9 1 
92 
92 
95 
96 
98 
101 
101 
102 

103 

5 .2 .3 . Af,-ican Un ion ................................. .... .. ...................... 104 
5 .2 .4 . AU's Proposal 011 Un ited State of Africa...... ......... 105 

Conclusion .. .... .. ... ......... .. ...... .... ............. ........................... ....... ...................... 109 

Bibliography 



I 

J 

Acknowledgments 

111)\1' Ila/cCI .llIoh i\ (/17r1 I pmise lfilll In' Ihe (IJ /l OUI1l of !-lis creal ion and H is p leasure. 

(lnd h," fhe Irc i,s..:/ll ujllis ,,,,.UIlL' (lnd Ihe.: ink or/-lis II 'OI't/S. 

1'1111 highl: indebted to the tlVO Illost important wOlllcn in I11 V lilC: Ill )' Illothers Kedisha 

and Keb isha and nl )' lil1hcr /:cnic lor being therc 1'0 1' mc through out l11 y life and for 

giv ing nothing but their best for their son. I wo uld li ke to take thi s chance to extend l11y 

gratitude to l11y adv isor professor Ka)' Mathews for hi s consistence, patience and wisdom 

in guiding l11e th rough thi s work . I wo uld also like to ex tend m)' gratitude to Dr. Tim 

Murthi for sharing his inval uable experience with me. 

I wo uld like to thank my fri ends Fikre, Bresha and Misgina for helping and encouraging 

l11 e through out m)' study. I would also like to thank m)' littl e sister Hena and brother 

Sal11 i for their constant 111 0ral support . 

I.asl hUI n(l l kasl. I \\()"Id like 10 th;llI k j\lwci Secretar ial Service anci typi st Aster for 

typ ing th i ~ ptQ1l'r . 

\ \., 
.., 



) 

Abstract 

The leading concept s associated w ,' It African unity today are Pan-Afn'canism and Afllcan 
Renaissance. In pariicular, the id(',,1 of African unity is historically associated with Pan­
Africnaism. This ques t for African Unity, as embodied in Pan-Afllcanism, can be traced 
back to more than two centurles . Similarly, its new version pioneered by South Africa, 
Af'lcan Rellaissance calls for and J!l'opagates the regeneration and Unity of Africa. The 
quest for Unity as a whole is necessitated by a desire to change Africa's poor economic 
and political conditions as w elf a s 10 put a strong resistance against externa l exploitation 
African Unification is a stra tegy th"t has the potential to remove many of the scourges the 
continent is facing as well as the illfighting among Africans and to create an atmosphere 
that will enable African counl11es resist, more effectively, the increasing foreign pressure. 
The advocates of African unity on the one hand believe that the disunity of the continent 
is responsible for continued foreign manipulation, exploitation and n·valry between 
IIfricans liw t us ually elupt into armed confrontation. On the other hand, a united Africa 
will have the capability to f eed itself, through organized efforts, breaking the long chain of 
dependellcy a ll ci e nhclIlciny the I\Jilcali condition in the international arena. 

l3eYlllllllt£] III eorly 19605 there IS II lCre USl1 tg agre ement about. the s ignificance of 
continental ullificalion Jor A{nca. III part icular, the d ebate to forge unity was at its height 
in the early yeors (~r independence. HowelJer, the move to JO '-'l1 an immediat e integration 
/os l g rou lld (IS ri,e 1/ 1(I}ori/y oI I //(~ /lew heads of s tales d ecided to a elopt a 'graelLlalis!' or 
step by step app roach to u n ity. This was the base that s et up the f irst all encompassing 
('ollline n/ a! ins /itutiol1 i.e. the Organization of the Afn·can Unity in ] 963. III 1991 Afn·call 
cOl llllries decided 10/o nl1 AI ricnn Economic Community 10 hasten rhe integration prograrn. 
!\frico/! regiOllol eCOIlOflllC COrrU7lLlllities are seen as 'pillars ' Jar the ultimate achievement 
of African Unity by the latest continental organization, the African Union, established ill 
2002. However, there are sell0us obstacles to make the unification of Africa possible. 
These obstacles generally can be divided into two broader categories; external and 
internal. The external challenges include foreign intervention, dependency, colonial 
legacy, debt and intematiollal regionalism. The internal impediments include conflict, 
poverty, lacle o/political will and institutional weakness, among others. 

Notwithstanding, there are ne w emerging continental phenonlena that can be seen as 
oppolw nities for AJrlCC1 to achieve ils goal of political unification. Among these the demise 
of Apartheid which placed South Africa in the forefront in various continental affairs; the 
renewed commitment by the heads oJ-Afllcan states to speed up the integration process 
expressed in the formation of African Union and adoption of NEPAD are s ignificant. More 
illlportantly the recent proposal f or lite establis hmellt of a Un ited States of Afn'ca by 2015 
practically '-eplaced the disenchantment. concerning the integrat ion oJ AJn"cQ with renewed 
ell thus/ClsTl1. !\ccordingly. AIricw l countries dis cus s ed , at Accra, in early July 2007, on the 
.t\l/'s prnposnl (or Unioll Ccwenr nw nt. which would b e a political transitory arrange m e nt 
towards tile Ulli leci Siotes oIl\j;-ira . The p roposal set o ut th ree succes sive phases toward 
es /abhs /lllly til<' Ull iled Sta tes o/,lIji1ca. The firs t phose, f rom 2007-2009, targets to s et Lip 
(I con /lI1enlOl gOIJerl1 l1ten l. The seco nd pho se. i. e. j i·om 200 9 to 20 12, Jocuses on m a k ing 
the cOIl/.inelllol gouer/ll/le l7 l J Il If!) Jun ctiona l nnd preporil tg Q constitutional f ra mework f or 
(J,llted States o[ IIf/lm. Tile tl ll'rei p hase, f rom 201 2 to 20 1 S, aims to create all es sential 
s truclures Jor the United Sta le of Afn·ca at co unlry} regional and continental leve ls . The 
summit gave majority support for the gradualist approach, but it has agreed to set up a 
road map alld a time frame for a union government. This exemplifies the growing 
significance of Afn'can unily for the future prosperity of Africa. \ 
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1.1 Background 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

The movement toward African Unity, as embodied in Pan -Africanism, 

emerged in the Caribbean and the United States in the late 19 th century. 

Since then African s h ave been striving to forge unity; because th e unity of 

Africa is seen as the only strategy tha t h as the potential to en sure 

sustainable deve lopment and true independence for the contin ent. However, 

the African governments' general des ire to keep co lonia l boundaries and 

Their support for the gradualist or s tep by step approach toward in tegra tion 

is among the main factors for the de lay of a possible formation of the 'United 

States of Africa'. 

Today Africa is facin g a numbe r of probl ems. These include wa rs (inlm a nd 

inter state), severe poverty, genocidal con ilicls, c ri ses o f eco nomic and socia l 

policies, state fa ilure and political decay, epidemics, rampanl corrupuon, 

over dependency, indebtedness and marginalization. Moreover, in the 21 Sl 

century, Africa's relation s with the outside world remain unbalanced; rather 

the exploitation of Africa is continued in a syste matic ma nner aggravating 

the a lready worse political, social a nd economical problems. Nevertheless, 

amidst th is chaos, th e a nswer for the question as to how Africa can 

overcome these developmental cha llenges is often uncertain and 

con troversia l. 

In genera l, there are two options for African states to enhance their position 

in the international arena and tackle their developm e ntal challenges . Th e 

fir s t option is lo co nlinu e pursuing progress ive IXlrl ne rship wilh fon;ign 

powers individually. This has been the dom in a n l discourse in th e POSl-
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colonial Afri ca; but African cou ntri es a re still ravaged by hunger, sta rvat ion , 

ignorance, unemploy mcl1l , conll ic t wh ich s how no s ign of aba ting. This 

indicates that th e roa d tra veled a long thi s path has been di sa ppointing and 

in no way can benefit the poor African states . The seco nd option is to opt fo r 

continen tal unity. The uni fication of Africa in the contemporary world is the 

only choice to ensure lasting economic independence, prosperous future, 

peace a nd security as well as a better position in the international arena. 

Thus pressure on African countries to revive the continenta l integration 

agenda is growing. 

1.2 . Statement of the problem 

Some critics see the struggle for African unity as a rac is t struggle designed 

to claim 'black supre macy', or 'black powe r' relating to the origin o f the Pa n­

African ideal in the Western Hemi s phe re . However, the struggle for African 

unity, on the co ntra ry, is agains t rac ism, h u man suffe ring an d exploitation. 

African unity is a struggle that includes the whole of African co n tine lll a nd 

people of Africa n-desce nt across the globe . It is humanist in ou tlook that 

stands against inequality, exploitation, colonia li sm in both its overt a nd 

covert guises. This is one of the main misconceptions about the struggle for 

African unity . The movement toward African Unity will h elp uplift humanity 

as a whole, by erad icating racism and greed (egocentri s m). 

The leading concepts i.e. Pan-Africanism and African Rena issa nce a im at 

clarifying such misconceptions about the African unity ideal. The other 

major controversies revolve around the feasibili ty of African unity ever 

materia lizing. Afro-pess im is ts in thi s regard out rightly reject th e poss ibility 

of a uni fied Africa ever becomi ng a real ity .Thel·crore , they conside r the 

struggle for African uni ty desti ned to fai l. However, opponents of the African 

unity ideal often fail to provide a lternative pragma tic developmental strategy 

for Africa. But African unity is expec ted to ra lly Africans toge ther against 

their common enemies l.e. poverty, over depend ency, neo-colonia li s m, 

2 

f 



o 

conflict, foreign intervention etc. It also urges Africans to develop their own 

developmental agenda and eradicate the tradition of dependency. 

Paradoxically, Afro-pessimists tend to a dvise Africans to follow the foot steps 

of the white man and aim to forge a lasting pa rtners hip with the Western 

powers putting aside the unification agenda. But this study questions these 

Afro-pessimists; has any policy that came out of the Western world be it 

Mercantilist, Keynesian, Socialist, Liberal, neo-Libera l etc ever benefited 

Africa? The answerer is No. In fact many of the causes for Africa's 

underdevelopment and instability pertain to the continent's foreign 

relations: slavery, colonialism, neo-colonialism, SA Ps, globalization etc. All 

of which resulted in unba lanced relation s, po li tical marginalization and 

dependency. It is, therefore, nai've to expect the West La genuinely help 

Africa to stand on her feet. Thus, the question a rises; can Af'rican cou ntries 

benefit in continuing to form all iances individu ally with the West? The 

answer is again a firm No. So what is the solution? The solution, as thi s 

study attempts to address a nd analyze, lies in the unification of Africa. 

The other controversy concerning the issue of unity is related to the 

continent's attempt at integration. Critics see the various attempts made so 

far to realize the African unity ideal as evidences for its failure. But, it 

should be noted that integration is 'a process, not an act', which requires 

time. Therefore, this study considers the previous attempts as s teps 

(evolutionary) toward the ultimate achievement of the Un ited States of 

Africa. 

1.3. Hypothesis 

Africa has been suffering rigorous and harsh setbacks in its quest for 

sustainable development and lasting peace a nd security, mainly because of 

its disunity. Without continental unification it will be impossible for African 

states to overcome the various developmental challenges and become a 

powerful force in world politics. 
- :11:/'-" J\(t~1f1fjC',,~ \ 

';;(..4,'- " ,1-\ ~~;\ \ .' , 
,~._ .. ' ", I."n""'·''' ' ~ 

~i.-.. f\ 1. ~,~ __ --
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The hypothesis of this study is 

• In the post-independence period Africa's ina bility to overcome the 

various developmenta l challenges and becom e a powerfu l force in the 

world politics is ma inly due to the fragmentation of Africa. 

1.4. Research Questions 

This study attempts to answer the followin g question s: 

• What is the relationship between Afr ican Unity a nd deve lop ment? 

• Why African Unity is important in LOday's Afri ca'? 

• What roles are African leading concepts i. e . Pan-Afri canism and 

African Renaissance playing with regard to Unity? 

• What is the role of OAU, AU, RECs etc in facilitating African 

Countries towards unity? 

• Wha t is the significance of attempts at integration? 

• What are the main challenges for Unification of Africa? 

• Wha t are the prospects for unity? 

1.5 Objectives 

The main objectives of th is study a re : 

• To address th c importance of African unity in contemporary Africa. 

• To study the cvo lution of African unity. 

• To examine the rationale and relevance of African unity. 

• To evaluate the various steps of OAU, AU, RECs etc. with regard to 

unity. 

• To analyze the m a in challenges for unification of Africa, 

• To identify opportunities that favor unification. 

4 
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1.6. Significance of the study 

The study will s ign ificantly contribute in addressing the important role 

continen tal unity can play in overcoming Africa's developmental challenges. 

Hen ce, this study addresses the necessity of continen tal in tegration for 

Africa a nd inspires African schola rs and policy m a kers to increase the ir 

efforts including a way out of s uffering a nd dependency for the people of the 

continent. As th e adage goes 'Unity is strength'; thus, this s tudy encourages 

Afri ca n inte llectual s to focus their attention in matters , which bring African 

people together. It a lso a ims at info rmi ng and inspiring decision ma ke rs th a t 

Africa is at a crossroad in history . In a dditi on, it might hc lp as a spring 

board for other researc hers co ncerned with the Issue of Afri ca . 

1.7 Methodology and Methods 

Social Science research is both descriptive (fact gath ering) exercise and 

a na lyzing resources . In addi tion the a rgumentative a pproach a lso helps to 

clarify things in more detail. To address the importance of African unity the 

researcher h as been engaged in gathering the necessary data and 

information which would help to analyze the diffe rent conce pts a nd 

strategies that revolve around African unity. This s tudy employed diffe rent 

methodologies i. e. descriptive, a nalytica l a nd a rgum entative. 

The preferable method for th is rcsea rch is la l'ge ly qualitative mcthod. Thi s is 

in one hand due to the lim ited ava ilabi lity and unl'e liability o f th e 

qua n t itative SOLl rees in many areas in Afr ica. In the other hand, th e 

qualitative method wi ll ena ble to a na lyze a wide range of areas. However, 

qua nti tative methods were a lso used. Most of the SOLlrces for the re search 

a re secondary with a few primary sources. The secondary sources used 111 

the s tudy include books, journa ls, a nd unpublished documen ts. 

5 
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1.8 Scope and Limitation of the Study 

The study begins with examining the main conceptual themes related to the 

idea of Pan-Africanism and African Renaissance. It describes the origin, 

nature and critics of these 'theories'. In doing so, it explains why unification 

is significant for Africa. In addition, it develops the main arguments for the 

needs and urges for continental unification. It a lso touches upon the 

"\ various attempts made at unification, and analyzes the degree of unity in 

Africa. 

In due course of this study there are many problems that have influenced 

it's further development of this study. First, the amount of time given to this 

thesis wasn't enough to gather all the necessary information that would 

have helped in consolidating the study. Second, the scarce availability or 

unavailability of books and important journals has limited the researcher's 

study. The cap put on the number of pages of this study have tied the 

researcher's hands from covering variou s aspects of this study in great 

detail. Financial constraints have limited the researcher's capability to travel 

and interview intellectuals who have directly or indirectly been involved In 

African affairs. 

1. 9. Organization ofthe Study 

This study attempts to address the importance of unification in Africa. The , 
study is divided into five main chapters. The first chapter deals with 

background issues and technical aspects . The second chapter is divided 

into two main parts. The first part of the chapter, the conceptual framework, 

discusses the origin and nature of both Pan-Africanism and African 

Renaissance, the second part of the chapter mainly focus on the literatures 

of Pan-Africanism and African Renaissance. The third chapter attempts to 

address the economic, political, military, cultura l a nd global significance of 

continental integration and examines the cases for and against African 

unity. 
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Chapter four focuses on attempts made at forging unity. It a lso discusses 

the present developments in the institutionalization of the ideal for African 

unity. The last chapter analyzes the major externa l a nd internal challenges 

that appear to hinder and delay the continental integra tion process in 

Africa. The second section of the chapter, however attempts to identity the 

current opportunities that seem to h as ten the integration discourse In 

Africa. At the end, conclusion based on the study is presented. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK AND LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1. Conceptual Framework 

Pan-Africansim and African Renaissance 

There is no concise definition of Pan-Africanism. In a narrow sense, however 

mode rn Pan -A fri cani s m can be defined as a 'political movement for 

unification of Afri ca ' (Kccp , 7: 1974). The origins of African Unity as an ideal 

comes fmlll Pr1n-A fri canislll . Though, Pan - African move ment , which started 

in the C,"-ibhcm ,mel No rth I\llleric8, was initi a lly associated, ma inly with 

the struggle for eq uality, justice and 'cultural s urvival ' (Nabudere, 200 1:20), 

gradua lly adopted the notion of African unity as its main strategy to 

enhance the Africans cond ition. IL was in fact the "resistance against 

enslavement and oppression" that created "the first key link for the African 

unity and the emergence of Pan-African ism as a conceptu al framework of 

the common s truggles of the African people ... everywhere" (ibid: 21). But, 

it was the Fifth Pan-African Congress, which held in Manchester, England 

111 1945 tha t m ade direct relationship between Pan-Africanism, 

independence and African unity (Mathew, 1998: 154). Despite the diverse 

na ture of Afri can societies , there are many common elements which still 

contin ue to enable pursuc African uni ty . 

Most 01' the 'ingn;riients ' !'or unity a rc conta in ed in Pa n-Africa ni s m. Among 

these accord ing to Nk rum a h "the sen se of one-ness in tha t we are Africans" 

(Nkrumah, 1963: 132) is an important element. In addition to common 

economic interest as Mazrui a rticulated Africa unity is "the u ltimate 

inspiration behind Pan-Africansim [in I a desire to see Africa become more 

powerful in the world" (Mazrui, 1967: 165). The ideal of African unity a lso 

developed in the hope of strengthening the weak, fragmented a nd small 

African countries to fight poverty, over exploitation and dependency, as well 

as exclusion. . more effectively. Moreover, unity is expected to provide a 
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last in g solution for the din-c rent e thnic and borde r con fli cts prevalent in the 

contin cn t. Fu nhcrmore, the common in terest and shared values of Afri can 

countries are contained in documents sueh as the Con stitutive Act of the 

AU, NEPAD Plan of Action, and the Kampal a Documen t of the CSSDCA etc. 

Pan-Africani sm is a movement that t ransformed itse lf from a "protest 

against the degradation of the Africans" to an ideology that has "a vision of a 

resurgent and renascent Africa"; making African Renaissan ce, which is a 

recent phenomena a 'Pa n - Africanism future" (Muchie , 2003: 6-7). African 

Renaissance is an old concept, which is renewed by the South African , 

Preside n t Thabo Mbeki. Africans have becn struggling for renewed Africa, 

revolutionary Africa, reborn Africa, reawaken Africa. . fo r centuries . 

African Ren aissa nce does not aim to ['eplace Pan-Africanism, but it 

'co mplements' Pe\l1 Arri cCl ni s m (Muc hic, 2003 :8 ). Thu s, we see both co ncepts 

in this research accordingly . 

2.1.1 Ideology of Pan- Africanism 

Pa n - Africanism is an ideology a nd a movement, a vis ion and a stra tegy set 

by Africans in the continent a nd African descent across the world. Pan­

Africanism as a movement began in the last decade of the 19th century in 

the North America and Caribbean . It is also a 'bel ief in some form of unity or 

of common purpose among the peoples of Africa and the African Dia spora ' 

as well as the "celebration of Africaness , resis ting the exploitation a nd 

oppression of Afri ean s and their kin in the Diaspora, and a staunch 

opposition to the id eology of racial superiority in a ll its over t and covert 

guise s" (Murithi, 2005: I I). Pan -Africanism is the result and expression of 

"the fragmented naturc of the existence or Africans, their marginalization 

and a lienation whether in the ir own continent or in the Diaspora" (ibid:7) . 

There is no straigh t forward single definition of Pan-Africanism, and from its 

inception Pan -Afri can s im has undergone severa l stages in directing the 
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social, political a nd hi storical discourse of Africans . The foundations of the 

Pan -Africa n id eology arc broad ly embodied under the following four themes. 

A) A Manifestation of 'Black Pride and Achievement ' 

When the Pa n -African is m movement s La rted in the late 19 th century in 

ol'ganizccl manne r its purpose was ma inly lim ited to secu ring "the c ivil a nd 

polit ical I'igh l LO a meliora te the con d ition" of oppressed African s 

throu ghout the globe (Pra h , 2 003 :28). Du r in g these period m ost Pa n ­

Afri cani s ts we re foll owin g 'accommodations ' a pproach in defending the 

Africa n dignity and culture; H. Sylvester Williams, H. Ma son Joseph a nd 

others are th e pioneers in regard to this movement (ibid:30-31). Such 

movement prevail today as res idua l in ra p and soul music or high street 

fashion which become popula r as th e expression of African descent in the 

Diaspora a t a cultural level (Ackah; 15). Where as Malcolm X, Steve Biko 

and Afroce nterism as well as Negritude can be categorized in this 'universal 

expressIOn of black pride a nd achievement' in more assertive manner (ibid: 

14) . 

B) A Call 'Back t o Afri ca' 

Pan - Afl-ica ni sm is a lso a call fo r the retu rn of the people of African descent 

to Africa . The peop le of Africa's "at tem pt to escape form ty ra nny of sla very" 

in the Weste rn he mi s phere has made the "back to Africa" movement a 

feature of Pa n -Africanis m. The movemen t was mainly a ssociated with 

Marcus Ga rvey , one of the torchbearers of Pan-Africanism a nd his Universal 

Negro Im provement Association (UNIA) in the United States of America 

(Ackah: 15). UNIA was working "for th e general upli ft of the Negro peoples of 

the world" (Ajala , 1974:93). Marcus Garvey was a lso one of the prominent 

advocators of the Un ited Sta tes of Africa (ibid: 9 1). Today, even if it is in a 

limited number , the Ras ta fa ria n associa tion propagates the same back to 

Afri ca theme . Th ere is a la rge se ttle me n t of Africa n desce n ts in particula r 

fro m ,Ja ma ica, in E:th iopia, on th e land gra n ted by E:mperor Ha iles ella se I. 

• 
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C) A Struggle fo r Liberation 

P i-Ill - Africanism \Va s also a imed at as a liberation movement against 

colon ialism. Th c 1945 Pan -I\ fri can Con gress at Manches ter was a landmark 

concernlllg the changing tac tic of Afri ca ns in dea li ng with European 

occupation, in which the idea of freedom a nd liberation moved "from a 

theoretical level to the pursuit of practical solution" (Prah , 2003:30). Around 

200 representative of the b lack people from different parts of the world 

par ticipated in this Congress, which was cha ired by W.E.D Bois from the 

United States of America . The Congress fully discu ssed the issue of 

nationalism a nd "well organ ized , firmly knit movements, as a pnmary 

cond ition for the success of the national liberation struggle in Africa was 

stressed" (Aja la : 10-1 I). From this on ward s Pan-Africansim begins to be 

assoc iated with more of "a mass movemen t of Africans for the Africans" 

a im ed ;11 lInilv "lI1ci e r·adi cati ng the forces of colonialism, economIC 

backwar-cincss as IVcll as co nni c t and in s tability (Ajala: II). 

Pan-Africanism was successfu l in eradicating co lon ia li sm totally from Africa. 

This is mainly becau se, Pan-Africanism as a n ideology as well as a 

movement against coloniali sm, was fund am entally strong, logically simple 

and explic it in addressing the exploitation and barbaric nature of 

colonia lis m ; whic h made it possible to agitate or m ove African people 

enmass agains t fore ign occupation. Thi s is one of the m ost important 

achievements of Pa n-African ism. Nevertheless, the s truggle for African unity 

can tin ued, yet to be achieved. 

D) A Movement for Continental and Regional Integration 

Continental in legration beco mes the main asp iration of Pan-Africanism 

since i nc.k pc l1(ic l1\:c. Th e sp iri t of unity was vcry high in the ea rly 1960s 

a mong I\fr·iciln k"de rs and patriots. Most Pan -I\fricanist's suc h as Kwame 

Nkrumah of Ghana, IJatrick Lum umba of Congo/Kinshasa, Ju lus Nyre re of 

Tanzania, Sekou Toure of Gui nea, Frantz Fanon of Algeria among many 
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(}1 1ll' rs In;,,1<' II c it'" I' 111,11 Ihe libc ra lion of Afri ca without unity will not 

providc a true and full ind c pe nd e nce Hence , Pan -Afri canism engaged 

wh olly ,,·iLh Lil e thc me o f Africa n unity, whic h become the main chall enge for 

the struggling African doctrine. Pan-African ism as a strategy sees African 

integration as the only way that can "crea te the sustainable atmosphere for 

economic cooperation , provide the medium whereby the foreign policies of 

independent African states may be coordinated, so as to make the African 

presence a force to be reckoned with in world politics; and promotes 

effective action to rid the continent of colonialism" and neo-colonialism 

(Ajala: 322). 

Nhumah'~ vision of th c 'United States of Africa' is sti ll alive in the hearts 

and minds o f many Afr ica n 's as well as those who struggle against 

exploi La li on "nd s uffering. Pan-Africani sm is the main forcc behind the July 

2007 AU pmpos,iI for Ihl' "emne! i)cb'llc" i.e. on the cstabli s hmen t of the 

'United Slates of Af,-ica ' in the year 20 15, which made the issue of African 

unity a topical agcnda in the African current political discourse, The July 01 

to 03, 2007 AU Special Summit that exclusively focused on the 

establishment of the 'United States of Africa', received no outright rejection 

from any African state (the detai l about the Summit was not available in due 

coursc of thi s paper), Thi s shows thc growin g nced and understanding 

among African Heads of States and governments the significance of 

continental unification, Pan-Africanism is a lso responsible for the 

csta bli shment o f the Orga nization of African Unity (OAU) in 1963; a nd for it 

Ira ns for m,lt ioll in 2002 to Afr ican Un ion (AU) as well as the creation of 

d irrc r{,l1 ! region:l! .~nll lpil1 gs . 

A Pan-A fri can VISion is also a n in spiration for the development of 

regional ism in Africa . Regiona li sm in Africa emerged in 1960s following 

independence, As Mzuki Qobo explain s the regionalism process has been 

fac il itated through the OAU and ECA to ensure economic and political 
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development in the con tinent as well as to enhan ce the African condition in 

the world (Qobo, 2007 :2). The Pan -African vis ion is responsible for the 

c merge nce of va riOUS regional groups in Africa such as Economic 

Com muni ty of Cc ntral African States; the Arab Magreb Un ion; a nd the 

Prefere ntial Tracie Agrce mcnts for East and Southern Africa (Later Common 

Market for East a nd Sou thern African States) (ibid: 2). This regiona l 

integra tion schem es was seen "as a precureor to full-scale unity". It was 

expected these regiona l unit gradually a nd hopefully lead to a "United states 

Africa' (Ackah: 17 ). 

Nevertheless, th e Pa n -African forces are not yet successful in esta blishing 

u nity a nd true independence in Africa, which is why they say Africa is sick 

today "lame, bedridden and in a coma" (Ki-zerbo, 2005:86). 

Since, ther"e is no quintessential man made ideology a pplicable for a ll ages 

a nd problems , Pa n-Afri cani s m being no diffe rent. Pa n -Africanism failed to 

attain th e lon g awaited u nifica tion of Africa so far. There are ma ny 

constra ints for African unity such as a bsence of a ppropriate stra tegy, scarce 

capital, in security a nd con fli ct, poor leadersh ip, in stitutional decay, over 

dependency, foreign intervention etc . Immediately, a fter independence the 

main cha llenge for the unity of Africa seemed leadership . The corrupt 

Africa n leaders a nd th eir foreign m entors seem the m ain force behind 

"weakening the awakening African gia n t" (Henderson , 1999 :93). The 

problem , of leadershi p and their unwillingness was/is one of the m a in 

constraints for unity. Besides, African's inherited empty treasury, backwa rd 

infrastructure and limited s killed manpower, which resulted 111 severe 

economIc proble m in many African societies that led to economIc 

depende ncy and limited thc activ ity of Pan -Africanists. 

This economic depe ndency took th e power practically from Africans of 

directing th eir eco nomic and political affairs . Today, Africa is the poorest of 

13 



o 

the continents, highly dependent on aid a nd loans from the former colonia l 

powers, and other wh o a re enemies of African unity. In addition, the colonial 

boundaries becom e major con straints for integration , and become a source 

of conflict betwecn countries a nd within countries. Conflict is still one of the 

pecu liar charactc rs of Africa and a major cha llenge for the Pa n- Africanism 

dream of continen ta l integra tion. Accord ing to Pa n - Africanists the m ajor 

so urce of the conn ict in Africa is the disun ity of the continent and the 

fragmentation of th e African societies; a nd the solution for it is creating a 

"Uni ted States of Africa." 

2.1.2 African Renaissance 

African Ren a issan cc is a nascent call, movement, vision, a nd ideology born 

in Africa. African Rena issance is a vision to liberate Africans "from the 

legacy of colonialism a nd neo- colonialism that they went through and to 

s itua te them selves on the global stage as equ al and respected contributors . 

. . as well as be nefi cia ries of a ll the achievem ent of human civilization" 

(Mu lem Lo, 2000:47) . 

In eco nom ic sphc re African Renaissance a ims a t economic rebirth of Africa 

"in whi ch the growth pla n for the Afr ican economy should and can be 

African driven and based" (iya, 200 1:322). It a rgues African economy 

d irected to the benefit of the African people could create a stron g African 

economy which enables to enha nce the African position and status . It is 

a lso a n acceptan ce of the African's poor conditions and as Mbeki indicate 

the way out is not relia n ce on former colonial powers like "if the African 

s laves of Ha iti had asked the s lave m asters what they needed to do to 

secure their libera tion , they would have never have secured their 

emancipation" (Murithi :33). Simila rly, the responsibility to cha nge the 

African condition a s African Rena issance asser ts lies on the hands of 

Africans, themselves . Africa n Renaissance calls African people a nd nations 

to "solve thc many problems troubl ing the African continent" (Becker, 2007:) 
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African Renaissance's cultural dimension emphasis on the rediscovery of 

"African ness" , that include restoring African customs as well as "reclaiming 

those elements of African culture that will help revive the moral values that 

have been eroded by deliberate and systematic colonial destruction" 

(lya:322). This will help also to reduce foreign cultural influences which 

enables as Mbeki articulated to "determine who we [Africans] are, what we 

stand for, what our visions and hopes are, how we do things, what 

programs we adopt to ma ke our lives worth living, who we relate to and 

how" (Mbeki , 2002 :72). 

As proposed by South Africa, Renaissance put the following strategies at the 

fore font to restore the African identity, unity and a better position in the 

interna tiona l sce ne. First, it calls African elites to make this movement the 

movement of thc majority i.e. to engage the majority of the African people or 

actively participate in accelerating the continental integration process and 

restore African dignity. Secondly, it give priority for agricultural revolution, 

because Africa must be able to feed itself first Africans dependency is a 

main cause for the easy foreign in tervention, which contributed for the 

continent's worsening conditions. 

Thirdly, thc development vision or strategy either economic or political 

should come form Africa and incorporate African values and traditions . In 

this way Africans can deve lop their own self, and halt the transmutation 

process. [n this ITspect Afroco logy i.e. part of African Renaissance, which 

focus at African knowl edge production could play a significant role . In 

addition, Africa should renew its education system which continue to glorify 

Western culture and civilization, particularly history, anthropology etc. This 

could make a policy directed toward increasing African political awareness 

more effective. Fourth, African elites must understand the limitations of 

neo-liberal theories in African context and its impact in increasing the gap 

between and within societies, and its economic polarization tendencies. Last 
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bUl not I ca~l, il cnco urages the restora lion of African la nguages , which 

enables us lo undc rsland as well as formulatc policies that directly impact 

the targeted soc iety; and reduce the gap between the academic elite and the 

society at large (Jacobs and Callard, 2002: 130) . 

African Rena issance like its predecessor has two enemies i.e. the enemy 

within and foreign elements. First, as Mbeki in his speech in 1998 at SABC, 

Ga llagher Esta te expla in s 

Africa cannot renew herself where its upper echelons are a mere parasite on 
the rest oJ society, enjoying as self - endowed mandate to use their political 
power alld deJine the uses such power such that its exercise ensures that 
01.11" continent reprociuces itself as the periphery of world economy, poor, 
lInde rciellelopeci alld incapable oJ development. (Mbeki, 1998) 

African Rcnaissan ce, as a move ment, call s to fight such elements and 

eradicate the m for the sake of a better Africa. Most of the causes for the 

protracted co nni cts a nd po lic ies in Africa a re nonsensica l; res ults of corrupt 

leaders that only aim to fill their thirst of power and belly . As long as such 

leaders hold on to the power apparatus in African 'state' the road to 

Renaissance will be difficult. Today, the world's dominant strategy to benefit 

out of globalization is regionalism. Improvement in leadership could playa 

major role in facilitating the fragmented African states and regions toward 

integration. Associated with corrupt leaders a re the foreign elements that 

struggle to crush a revolutionary and progressive force to keep Africa 

underdeveloped. 

Furthermorc, African Rena issance a ims at developing a worldview tha t can 

rcsc uc hu man ily a s a whole from the Western "barbarism that masquerades 

as c ivil izalion" (,Jacobs a nd Collard , 2002: 128). Thi s is one of the main 

reasons for African Renai ssance search for home grown (developed in Africa ) 

view and pa rad igm. The world today has potential of self annihilation. First, 

because of la rge presence of nuclear weapons, which are the result of a 

policy of security dilemma; secondly the excessive economic competition 

threaten indirectly or directly the existence of various species including 
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humans in different pa r ts of the world. Africa, according to African 

Renaissance, has a h is tori c res ponsibili ty to provide an a lternative paradigm 

that can up lift h u m an ity as a whole. In ad di tion , African Rena issance ca lls 

on thc African Dias pora "to come together again" for the sake of Africa a t 

this timc 111 histo ry 1.0 address the "prob lem of pover ty, 

underdevelopme n t and ma rgina liza tion together to sea rch for ways and 

means by which to confront these problems" (Murithi , 2005:33). Likewise, 

African Rena issance advise Africans not to compete and fight each other, 

rather Africa ns should identify "who and wha t their en emies are" and fight 

together again s t them there of. 

African Renaissance is an incipient ideology. The rise of this n ew ideology or 

reform is the result of both external and internal phenomena. In ternally, the 

slow or rath e r retarding cconomic growth; widespread and protracted 

conflic ts ra mpant corruption and absen ce of vision that led for the 

emergence of Afri can Rena issance . The external factors include 

marginaliza tio n , alienation , depe ndency .. . whic h required a unified front to 

overcome. Th erc are various criticis m leveled against African Renaissance . 

These a llegations and controversies are described in the next section. 

2.2 Literature Review 

2.2.1. Pan-Africanism 

Pan- Africanism is a 2 1 s t century political "ph enomenon with nineteenth­

century roots a nd precursors" (Keep, 424) . The "roots of the forces" that 

produced Pan-Africanism a re linked to 'revolt [s] by people of [African and 

African descent across the world] against ... [th e] influence of the colonia l, 

semi-colonia l or pa ra-colonia l situations" (Legum, 1963:21). In oth er words, 

the emerge nce of Pa n -Africa n movement, in orga nized manner, in 1900 was 

a cumula tive rc s ult of the d isco ntent of Afri can people agains t the whi te 

man's rule-s lavc l-Y, colonia lis m , neo-colo n ia li s m etc. 
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Pan-Africa nism is a dynamic movement 'that developed on different planes 

of varying significance' (Keep, 1974:4). During its 'transplantation' in 1958 

in Africa, Pa n-Africanism had encompasses the following major themes as 

Legum enume ra ted: 

• Af rica for the Af rican s: complete independence of the whole of Africa. Total 
reject ion oj colonialism in a ll it s [omls, including white domination. 

• Un ited States of Afllca: the ideal of a wholly urlljied continent through a series 
of inler-link.ing regimull federa tions wit.hin w hich there would be a limitation 
011 nation sove reignly . 

• AJ11cali relloissOllce oj moral and cultu re: a quest Jar the 'Afn"can pe rsonality'; 
a cietenlliltal.ioll to recast Its own post wha t is valuable Gnd des irable, and 
manying it to modern ideas. Mod ernism is heavily acce ntuated. 

• African regeneration of economic enterpn'se to replace colonial economic 
methods . 

• African nationalism to replace the tllbalism of the past: a concept of Afllcan 
loyalty wider than 'the nation' to transcend tllbal and territorial affiliation. 

• Solidarity of black people e verywhere, and a fraternal alliance of colored 
peoples based 011 a mutual history of struggle against white domination alld 
colonialis m 

• Positive neutrality nOll-involvement as partition in power politics, but 'Ileutral 
in Ilothillg that affects Afllcan interests' ... (Legum, 1963:38-39). 

Currently, Pan-Africnaism is mainly associated with the development of 

Africa and its unity. It 'is reacting realistically .. . to Africa's fundamental 

problems : its di sunity . . , a plethora of unviable states .. .' (Legume: 130), 

overdepc ndc nce, neo-col ona lism, conl1icts etc. The Pan-Africanism motto 

ha s a lways bec n 'Africa for Africans' and 'Unity represents the pinnacle of 

[its [ a s pi rat ions' (Ac ka h: 17) . Pa n -Africani s m propagates two compatible and 

consec uti ve form s of unity. fir s t and for most Pan-Africanis m believes tha t 

the unification of Africa would strengthen the African effort in abating 'the 

problems of neo coloniali sm and dependency on Europe and the US ... ' 

(ibid: 18). In add ition, as K. Mathews a rticulated the Pan-African Unity "can 

remedy the effects of colonia lism, a lienation and marginalization' (Mathews 

:) as well as enable Africans 'to control their own destines' on their own 

hands (Achah: 18). Secondly, the Pan-African unity embodies "the wider 

ideal of universal black brotherhood, with Africa being the home for the 

hearts of a ll those Africans and people of African descent that are scattered 

across th e globe" . This forms of unity considerers the political and economic 
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inlegralion of Africa as a prclude for 'lhc soc ial a nd cu llural unity which is 

the complete African experience', (ibid: 18), 

The Pan-Africa n VIs ion of Africa is indeed a grand and noble vision; but it 

seems a 'utopian' vis ion when one observes the contemporary rea lities of 

Africa, Despite, the Pa n-Africansim triumph over colonialism and apartheid 

as well as huge expectation that followed Africa is in trouble situation today 

facing numerous problems, Africa is facing the problem of 'under­

development, low rates of economic growth, declining rates of food 

production, hi gh rates of popula tion growth, unmanageable debt burden, 

dcvastating drough l and famine, AIDS, corruption, growing ethnic conflicts, 

violence and wars resulLing in unmanageable refugee c risis, milita rization; 

starvation and dcath' (Mathews, 1998: 147), There are a number of in ternal 

and exte rnal factors responsible for the shameful African condition , But, 

critics a rgue as a leading concept in Africa Pan-Africanism and Pan­

Africanists a lso share responsibility for the present African condition', 

Most of the literatures on criticisms of Pan-Africanism revolve around the 

following m ajor themes, 

a) An Eclectic Movement. 

Critics of Pan -Africanism argue one of the causes for its failure in post­

colonial Africa is the absence of cooperation among the Pan-African elites. 

This eclectic nalure of Pan -Africa ni s m brought it weakness in directing the 

devclopmcnl agenda of Afl-ica during the ca rly years of independence , For 

in stance, the Nkrumah's desire to see a powerful and prospers Africa like 

the West throu gh the mechanism of the East was not accepted by the 

majority of the then African leaders, Keep claims as a result Nkrumah 

became more and more isolated in Africa , , , He was suspected of trying to 

"promote unification of Africa by subversive means, , ," (Keep: 421-422), 

Similarly, the Ujama or African sociali sm of Nyerer, also not widely 
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accepted. Thus, critics argue the failure of the Pan-African forces to bring 

their ideas toge th er resul ted in the difficulty of defining the concept as well 

as its \'\'eakncss; leLLing Arrica a n easy prey for outside ideological 

de pcnd cncy. 

Even if, there was/is division among Pan-Africanist on different areas, the 

ultimate a im of all Pan-Africa nists is the same and one i.e. to see Africa 

United and dcveloped . Thus, Pan-Afri canism must be seen as an African 

world view, form where we would see the emergence of various theories, 

pa radigm s, laws and disciples. Pan-Africanism is still young in regard to 

establishing a development agenda, because the continent was liberated 

recently and joined a world, which increasingly become unfavorable to 

ha sten the development of a large Pan-A fri can group that share common 

strategic s or building lhc fulurc or Arrica. 

b) Outside Influence 

Critics of Pa n-Afr'icanism limit th e movement as "more of anti-colonial 

rallying progra m than a plan for post independent" African politics 

(Hendrson, 93). The c ritics state the Pan-Africanists' wider reliance on 

Eurocentric views such as socialism, capitalism. and the absence of 

African-centered well developed thinking as the ma in weakness in the 

struggle to achieve African Unity. 

Frantz Fanon the prominent advocator of Pan-Africanism warns as 'not to 

imitate Europe' and calls for Pa n- Africanists' 'to combine our [Pa n-Africans] 

muscles a nd our bra ins in a new direction' (F'anon, 1963:3 13), Because, as 

he contin uc to cxplain in his book 'The Wretched of the Earth' analogically 

Two cent lln"es ago. CI janner Europea ll CO/OilY d ecided Lo catch 
lip wilh I~li rope. Ii succeeded so well that the United Stales of 
!\lIIerica uecol1le a l1Ionster, ill w hiel l the tainlS, the sicklless, 
and the inhu lIlan ity of Europe have grown to appalling 
d imens ion. (ibid) 
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Fanon's advice will save the world from creating a 'third monster' and might 

help for the creation of a better world . In add ition, so far the attempt to 

emulate the white man in Africa is a fa ilure at large; 50 years of experience 

shows in th is direction, brought nothing but destruction for Africa. In other 

words, Africa had never bcnefited from id eologies th at come from the West 

either yo u call it Mcrca ntilist, Keynesian, Liberal or neo-liberal. This is why 

we see different attempts by Africans to de veloped African centered world 

thinking such as Kimira under Afrocentcrism; Afrokology under African 

Renaissance . 

c) Weak Ideology 

As critics claim the fact that Pan-Africa nism a rose out of the struggle 

against slavery and colonialism made it fundamentally weak. The notion 

indicates Pan-Africanism was developed out of n egative factors i. e. against 

colonialism and neo-colonial ism. This negativity, according to the critics, 

also 'redirect toward the rival ethnic groups, the rival nations and the 

differenl t ribes ilnd intensifying the eonnict trend in the continent 

(Ackach: 28) after the 'white man myth' is removed. 

Pan-Africanism is 'today is in a weak position as an ideological force to 

transform the African continent' in the right direction (ibid). But, Pan­

Africansim seems the only hope for Africa. Critics often fail short in 

providing a lternative pa radigm for Africa. 

d) Exclusive club for the Elite 

According to Keep, Pan-Africansim is only the "the reaction of the most 

advanced, most intensively Europeanized Africans and Afro-Americans to 

contact with the modern world" (Keep: 5), which has a limited connection 

with the African society. Particu larly after independence become a concern 

of tiny , Afri ca ns. Therefore , it hardly addresses the concern of the majority, 
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which m ade it unsuccessful after independen ce, in leading Africa toward 

development. 

Pan-Afri canism needs to breakdown its themes and made itself a concern of 

the masses. But, as it's seen in history cha n ge is the result of a committed 

minori ty, not mass mobilization at la rge. Pa n -Africa nis m a fte r independence 

became a n exclusive club "between the heads of states or that of the 

intellectual and Western educated elite held together by their common 

inheritance of E:uropean languages organization of knowledge a nd 

conceptualization of reality" (Th iong'o, 2005 : 162) . Society's inclusion wi ll 

not be easy co nside rin g the li teracy rate and other bac kward 

communication , but it wou ld help to achieve the Pan-Africa n objective 

enormously . 

In addition , s ince independence the decision to integrate or not is a lmost 

a lways is controlled a nd dominated by the power controlling elite. This as 

critics surmise is the m a in cau se for the delay of unification. 

e ) Racism 

Pan-Africanism is a movement begins in the Caribbean a nd the US. Its 

inception is linked with the suffering of the Africa n across the globe. Based 

on this , critics postulate that Pa n-Africanism is nothing but a racist 

movement to a vcnge over the white supremacist. 

Never th eless, rac ism seem the one ma in thing Pa n-Africanism stands to 

eradicate . Pa n-Africa nism on one hand engaged in "exposing the falseness of 

the absurd doctrines of European racial superiority, which denied them 

[African s] their dignity as human beings a nd a ny chance to a tta in equa l 

rights" (Keep: 426). It as wo rldview a ims to enh ance humanity as a whole , 

fa r from racism. 
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Pan -Africanism in general as Murthi expla ins propagates "the unity 

solidarity and cooperation of African peoples and Afro-descendents so as to 

take their destiny in their own hands a nd overcome the yoke of oppression 

and exploitation" (Murthi:35). Pan-Africanism was successful in organizing 

various summit a nd debate s ince it came to Africa in 1958. It is a lso 

responsible for the emergence of various regional economic groups, aimed to 

facil itate the different African nation toward unification. Pan-Africansim 

more importantly was the main force for freeing Africans from colonialism, 

and giving purpose for the people who had been 'removed from history' for 

decades. In add ition, it contributed for the establishment of a sol id link 

bctween Africans in thc continent and Diaspora. Moreover, it helped in the 

be ttennent of thc African -decent across the world. 

Be that as it may, the struggle is not over, yet. Pan-Africanism is now 

fighting to establish unity and upl ift the African condition in general. This 

struggle is not a n easy one, I believe so did the struggle against colonialism 

or rac ism. Despite the various c hallenges and pessimism, Pan-Africanism is 

still the only concept that can cut across linguist, ethnic, religious or 

regional barriers in Africa. Africa must tame its intellectuals in directing the 

Pan-African goa ls according to the contemporary demands of Africans. 

2.2.2. African Renaissance 

The former South African President Nelson Mandela at the 1994 OAU 

summit Tunisia used the term African Renaissance for the first time. 

However, the incipient African Renaissance is considered by most as a 

brai nc hild of his s uccessor President Thabo Mbeki of the Republic of South 

Africa. His speech, "I am an African" in 1996 marked the emergence of a 

new version of continental movement (Nabudere 2006, 11). 

As a new developing ideology the li terature available on the topic of African 

Renaissa nce is re latively limited. However, the researcher attempts to 
,."-",,,.---
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su rvey and a na lyze thc na ture and c riti cisms of African Renaissance. The 

African Rcnaissance is a call , a vis ion, a psychologica l, philosophical and 

political movcmcnt. African I~c n a i ssance is a ca ll made by South Africa to 

African statcs to involve in , according to M beki, "African development a nd 

renewal a nd to end the marginalization of our continent [Africa] in the 

world affairs and developmen t process" (Mbeki 1998). This call is also aimed 

at developing a popular movement for that will mobilize responsible citizens, 

political organizations and governments in all African countries. 

According to H.E. Hage G. Gcingob, the former Prime Minister of Namibia, 

African Renaissance is more of a vision that will contribute "towards a better 

understanding of what we (African) are striving for" (Geingob, 1999). In his 

interpretation African Renaissance is "a vision for African that by the year 

2025, it becomes a co ntin ent in harmony with itse lf and with the world, 

II'hcr-(" ('vcrv person has an oppo rtunity to achieve his potentia l to the fullest 

in an environmcn t of peace and security, where every citizens of every 

country is gua ra nteed huma n rights, and is assured of basic means uf 

survival, self- respect and fulfillment". In addition, the prime Minister 

strongly recommends other African states to set their own vision of th e 

African Rena issance (ibid). 

On the other hand, the former president of Haiti, Jean Bertrand Aristide 

and ma ny others stressed on psychological aspects of renaissance as being 

cru cia l. Aristide ela borates in his articles the psychological Renaissance as:-

An impol1ant first step to an African Renaissance, 
psychological renaissance can raise among all of us, our level 
of selj'a wareness and his torical awareness. Both in Africa and 
fhroughout t.he Africoll Diasporo, we (Africans) musl be more 
nlla m o re (lw(lke-collsciol.ls of our e llUir0f1111ent, of all changes 
Inkilla !Jfn('f:'. IJrncessi l1 g in/o rmatioll. using Ollr brain (Atistide 
2000. /65). 

As a philosophical movement, African Rcnaissan ce has become Afrocology 

for Wadada Nabudcrc. In his article "Towards an Afrocology of Knowledge 

Production and Regenera tion", he claims that African Renaissance 
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"encompasses the philosophical, epistemological and m ethodological issues 

a ll seen as part of the process of creating an African self understanding that 

can place Africa in today's global world, and in which it is recognized as a 

full pa rtn e r a nd forebea r o f muc h of the huma n heritage" (2006 :7). 

Nil buc!nr c" lis /\fricans scho la rs to en gage in "knowledge production" that 

can re stale Afl"ican id entity, dignity and culture; to the extent of developing 

a n alternativc paradigm aga inst the Eurocentric view of the world (ibid 

P.ll) . 

Last but not least, Africa n Renaissance is a politica l m ovement geared 

towards redu cing the dependency, marginalization, violence, elitism, 

corruption a nd poverty that appears to haunt Africa, a nd a m end this 

African Condition to a better end (Becker 2004), through a united front. 

African Ren a issance seems to encompass a wide range of fields that include 

psychology, hi s tory , anthropology, philosophy , sociology a nd economics. 

Th('s(' stlldies "llOu t Afri cc< lV ith the prese nt fa vorable conditions that exist 

Withi n anc! ()utside Afr ica m ight help in facilitating the way for African 

r~ ena i ssan ce. 

The struggle for the libera tion of Africa is not unique for African 

Renaissa nce. Such a movement (struggle) has been propagated by Pa n -

Africanism in Africa a nd the Diaspora. It seems, however, relatively African 

Rena issance has the poten tia l to realize the fu lfillment of long dreamt goal. 

Th is is because African Renaissance has learned from the pervious 

movements. The other reason is that cha nges in the present internationa l 

a rrangement seem to favor Africa more. Let u s analyze the contemporary 

co nditions tha t appear to support Afri can Renaissance. First and for most, 

Afr ica is fin a lly able La get rid off its colonial past with the demise of 

apartheid in 1994 . The end of apartheid nOl only brought the black majority 
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to equal terms and powe r in South Africa, but a lso contributed for the 

relative peace, economic cooperation in the neighboring region and the rest 

of Africa. (Mbeki Speech Oct. 1999) 

The end of South Africa's isolation from the rest of Africa is a very important 

event. Sou th Africa is a huge economic power , for instance in 1993 real GDP 

pe r cap ila l of s ub Saha ra n Arrica ha s three times less than South Africa 

COP (Muchie :45) . Thi s s hows Sou th Afri ca n 's potential a s a successful 

leader in bu ilding a p ros pe rous and sta ble Africa . In addition , South 

Afri can's demoe ra lie ac h ieve men l a nd Tha bo Mbeki 's engagemen t in the 

secu ri ty s ituation or dirfe rent Arri can states can be seen as an importan t 

step that s hould be followed and supported by the rest of African sta tes and 

politicians. This is one of the indications for the outside world that Africans 

can solve problems by themselves, (Mboya 2006, 81). 

In rela tion to this, we see the emergence of "new breed of African leaders" 

with a Rena issa nce vis ion. Among these are Oba ssa njo of Nigeria, Museveni 

of Uganda, Pa ul Kagm e of Rwanda and Libya's president Gaddaffi can be 

mentioned at the forefront in the new movement for Africa revival. (Muchie, 

200 1) 

Th e "New Dawn fo r Afr ica" speec h by p res ident Obasa njo a nd the Nige ria's 

em ba rki ng on a democr-alic lruck hints a t a n optimis m to the achievement 

of African Rena issa nce drea m s. Museveni, President of Uga nda , on his part 

proposed a Bantuphone Africa to replace the out dated Francophone, 

Anglophone a nd Lusophone Africa. In addition the president is the head of 

global Pa n-Africa n movemen t in Uganda (ibid, 49). Also Gadaffi's recent 

assertion about the significance of continental integration led to the debate 

on restructuring the continental organization in Sirte Summit, Libya (Mamo 

2003, 47) and the formation of the African Union in 2002 at Durban, South 

Africa, with the a im of accelera ting the continental integration program. 
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Furthermore, at ins titutional level the African states signed the Abuja Treaty 

in 1991 aiming to develop cooperation through economic means . This treaty 

with a ll its drawbacks can be seen as a step towards the bigger African 

Unity, in the hope of s tanding together agains t continued foreign 

exploitation, a sharing of responsibilities a nd a chieving contin ental 

integration (ibid, 49). 

The second s ign ificant difference brought about by time factor is the 

prcsencc of rclativcly la rge number of schola r s a nd a wider consensus 

among Africans about thc exploitative nature of neo-colonialism. As a result, 

mos t Africans now unde rstand that a common fron t and u ni ty with fe llow 

Africans IS thc only option to erad icate dependen cy and continued 

exploitatio n . 

Thirdly, the on-gong globalization poses a trem endous threat for s mall 

nations in Africa. Thus, Africa should adjust itself by establishing a 

practical con tine ntal organization tha t ena bles to compete with 

organ izations like - EU or the Association of South East Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) or the North American Free Trade Area (NAFTA) to m anipUla te the 

global contemporary trends on its side. Africa must lea rn its lesson from 

history that one of the m ajor causes that made the continen t a n easy prey 

for colonialism and ncocolonialism was its di s integration and fai lure to 

stand as a un ificd l·orcc. Simi larly most schola rs argu e and fear that most of 

African cou ntrie s would be excluded or will be on the losing s ide in the 

present tre nd of globa lization. This common threa t can be reversed only 

through con tin enta l unity . African Rena issance, to this end can be used a s 

a call to "rebellion against the neo - colonia l ma sters and their agents, 

globalization , Multina tional Corporation , and international financia l 

institution (l MF', WB ... ) (M angu, 2006: 149) . 
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Fou rth the c nd of thc Co ld Wa r brought the wea kening of the ideological 

co nfli ct bctwccn thc s u pe rpowc rs US a nd USS R. The pos t - Cold War era 

prov ides a wide r ~J!t e rnL1ti vc pa rLn c rs fo r Afri ca to pi ck. The emergence of 

econ omic gia n ts li kc China a nd India can be seen as potential candidates 

for this . According to Ali Mazrui the diversification of global partners can 

enable to reduce dependency i.e., one of the most difficult challenges for 

Africa's development that needs to be tackled. African Renaissan ce as a call 

and movement has provided optimism about the future of Africa. 

Nevertheless, there are many who doubt African Renaissance's potential in 

attaining its goals. The skeptics, even, labeled Mbeki's several speeches on 

the topic , as mere rhetoric used to make ANC win the nationa l election only 

(Beker, 2004). The re a re a lso other criticisms from Africa a nd from abroad 

a bout th e feasib ility of the Africa n Ren a issa nce. 

Thc cr it icism on Afri ca n Rcnaissance StiHts from its name 'Renaissance'. 

They arguc that the wo rd a s having a backwa rd looking strategy, but as the 

advoca tors of Rc na issa n ce argue it has been selected "intentionally, to 

denote an outburst of mental energy a imed at promoting a spirit of 

awakening in Africa in the 21th century" (Jacobs and Callard, 2002 : 125). 

The critics ask without a birth at the first place how can there be a rebirth, 

challenging the meaning of renaissance and its compatibility, and deny 

Africa's contribution to the world civi lization. In other words they surmise 

Africa has played no significant role for the development of the world 

civilization. Suc h ideas about Africa are rej ected especially afte r Cheika Anta 

Diop's , Ori gin of Africa n Civilization : Myth s or Realitv, was published in mid 

]970s, whic h sc ic n t ifi ca ll y proved th a t th e Ancient Egyptian civilization as a 

bl8c i< c ivi I i%a t ion H 11c1 its Ii 11 k wi th the rest of Africa. Bes ides, monuments , 

olh er a rc hco logical find in gs and u nivers ities (a ncient) are living evidence for 

the prese nce of a rem a rka ble civiliza tion in the continent before the white 

man's interruption. The other criticism associated with the word 

'Renaissance' in reflecting African philosophy is the word is a lready famous 
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111 indicating the 15th to 16 th century Europea n history i.e. Europe's 

advancement in sc iencc a nd technology, explorat ion that led to the 

co lonization of Africa. But as Dr. Mulemto exp la in s Mbeki "borrowed the 

\\'ord Renaissa nce In his search for 
. . 

SOClo-econom lC and poli tica l 

cmnncipcltion of AfricLl" (Mulcmto : 40). 

Afri can I<enaissancc is spea rheaded by South Africa, a country which got 

libe rated in 199 4, and has a huge economy co mpa red to a ny other African 

region. Some critics see this as a threat to the rest of Africa for several 

reasons. First Sou th African's huge economy and its expansion to the rest of 

Africa th reaten indigenous economies in states like Zimbabwe. There is a 

growing suspicion about the concept of "what is good for South Africa is 

good for Africa". Besides, South Africa 's leaders firmly believe 111 

globalization world economy will m a ke African Renaissa n ce dependent on 

'decid edly northern undc rstanding of development and progress". African 

Renaissance must be ta rge ted in a way that would help Africans to 

ove lTOlllC its developmenta l impediments, In addition the market solutions 

"PIle,,,'s io onl\' ('X;tCe l'iJ ,ltc not casc "politica l a nd economic tensions" in 

most Afl'ican states by marginalizing large section s of the population and 

widening the gap bctwcen the haves and the have nots. Secondly, after 

observing the relation between US or Wes t and South Africa critics a rgue 

African Rena issance as "no more than a n effort to secure non African 

interest (particu la rly Western) on the Africa n continent". (Jcobs a nd Callord: 

131- 134). In order to m a ke the vision of African Rena issance a reality South 

Africa mus t look m ore toward Africa and African values. Similarly, South 

Africa a nd the rest of Africa should debate renaissance across the 

continent, in this manner it will not be a monopoly of a single country or 

made in South Africa, rather it become the 'prod u ct of Africa' as a whole 

(ibid) . 
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Several of the criticisms on African Rena issance revolve around Thabo 

Mbeki, ANC a nd South Africa's role. According to Dani Waddada Nabudere, 

Mbeki's assertion of Afri can un ity via Ren a issan ce is to respond to ANC's 

racial quest ions; changing the African Nat ional Congress image as non­

I'acia! orgallizalion by giving it a Pa n-Africanist outlook (Nabudere 2006, 

! I). Nabudcre also cons idered the call lo African Renaissance as rhetorica l 

lo disgui sed a nd prese rvc the privileged position of white minorities and 

Indians over the b lack m ajority, with a few black bourgeois joining the 

"empowered" club. (ibid: 12). 

Grant Farred claims African Renaissance as "an evocative, modernist, 

nostalgic politics". Thus, he fears it might clash with the postmodern society 

a nd US globa l hegemony. In a ddition, h e thinks the call is using Europeans 

as its touch s tone for measuring the Africa n progress and placing a time 

limit for thc African mod ernization by relating it to the European 

I{CIl"iss;lll(,(, ,111(1 "gc of P::xplornt ion. Howcve r, modernization as he claims is 

" "I imclcss ;1I1<i etern,II" proccss. Some O l'ientals see the call for Africa n 

l,cn"iss;lIlt'(' "s " ",''v 10 cs l;!il li s h n nc \\' form of conlinenta l coloni al ism by 

South Afl' ica i. c . "Pax -Praetoriana". They surmise South Africa as having a 

grand des ire to use its eco nomic and political power to colonize the rest of 

Africa (Beker, 2004). 

The critics of African Renaissance also reduce the call i movement as a 

'misnomer' a mere rhetoric form of 'Africanist utopianism.' This perception 

of African Renaissance ri se out of the present economic, political and 

security realities of Africa (Beker, 2004) , Hence it seems there is a general 

agreement on the significan ce of reviving the African personality among 

Afri ca n Rcna issa nce sympa thizers. 

I\rricilll RCIHllssilncc is a sou rce of inspi l'a tion for rebu ilding Africa. It s 

fundamenlals ,HC sim ilar with the contine n tal organiza tions and Pan -
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Africanism, that is why most of the challenges a h ead to improve th e African 

condition are s imila r . The purpose set by the movement will impact the 

hopelessness that surrounds the contemporary elite and reduces its flight to 

the developed wo rld on one h a nd, and en ab le Afri can policy makers to focus 

on long te rm substantial polices, ra th er than mere foreign a id oriented 

po li cy fo rmation . Afri ca n policy makers, politic ians and intellectual s needs 

lo cng,-Igc In d(' vc lopit1 g Aft'j ean Rcn <'lissancc a nd Pan -Africanism 

according" ': because \Ve il deve loped conce p ts a nd theories will reduce the 

challenges during implementation phases. So far African intellec tuals a re 

far behind the in s ti tutiona lization progress of African unity ideal. This needs 

to be cha nged . 

Currently, there is ongoing debate across Africa how to h asten th e 

continental integration program in Africa; and if possible to establish the 

United States of Africa in the year 2015. Even if, this seems too ambitious, 

it clearly expresses the growing consensus and unders tanding of the 

s ignificance of immed ia te integration for Africa. The next cha pte r expla ins 

th e impor La nce of co ntinental unity. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

SIGNIFICANCE AND DYNAMICS OF AFRICAN UNITY 

INTRODUCTION 

Since independe nce, "the necessity of continenta l integration as a goal in 

order to facilitate unity of action among African s tates has always been 

accepted by African states" (Elaigwu, 1982: 132). In the early decades after 

independence, the main concern of African people a nd countries was to 

eradicate once and for a ll the colonialist and a pa rtheid regimes, at the same 

time resist the forces of neo-colonia li sm. Though the former aspiration was 

acco mpli s hed success fully with the demise of the apar theid regime in South 

/\fr ica, the later ,'cmains to bc rea li zed. Even if there is a general consensus 

about the viabil ity of unification in tacklin g the developmental problems a nd 

alleviating thc trad iLion of dcpcndency, thc way to achieve unity howeve r, 

has bee n a moot point in Africa for a while. 

Beginni ng from independence there are two antagonistic approache s to 

African unity. One as a "gradual process sprcad over a long period of time in 

which functional in te raction amon g groups may led to a n elaborate 

framework of unity" (ibid:143). The other , urges for immediate integration , 

and sees thi s as the on ly way out of depe ndency and pover ty. However , 

there are a lso groups who do not believe [or doubt] the unity of Africa [ever] 

coming. Thi s chapte r discusses the significance and dynamics of unity a nd 

asscsscs thc facLors Lhat promoLe and work aga inst the unification agenda. 

3 . 1 Significance of Afr ican unity 

Unification of I\frica pl'O"icics varioLis benefits for the people of Africa. To 

mcntion but a fcw: It faci litatcs eco nom ic and poli tical progress at domestic 

and international level, provides peace and security for the region, it gives 

well defin ed identity for d ifferent societies wh ich were sepa rated as a result 

of colonial partition, gives solution for landlocked African countries, res tores 
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dign ity for th e peop le of Africa a nd the Dia s pora s pread across the world 

a nd las t bu t not leas t , it provides an a lternative world view to rescu e the 

world from the moral, po litical, security, econom ical, socia l and 

environ mcn Lal de Lcri ora t ion . 

3 . 1 . 1 Economic Sign ifican ce 

Africa is a backward co n tin ent , mainly due to its unde rdeveloped economy. 

Becau se Afr ica "inher ited fragmented, re ta rded and virtua lly under 

developed economies" (Green a nd Seidma n , 1968 :343 ) from colonia lism . A 

dynamic a nd ra pid economic growth is essentia l for Africa as most schola rs 

agree . This is on ly possible through continenta l econom ic integra tion . The 

53 Afr ican cou n tries have s ma ll size, limited na tura l resource in ra nge , 

shortage of capita l requ ired to p la n t la rge-sca le efficient industrial complex 

a nd "the inequali ties imposed by their s m a ll economic size is limited in 

bargain ing with fo reign intercs ts ." (ib id : 34 5) 

Through con ti nenta l economic intcgrat ion, Afri ca n s have the potential to 

ach ieve a dyna mic growth. Economic integra t ion encourages the 

csta bli shmcnt of big firms for the p roducLion of sui ta ble con sumer items, 

which becomes "poles of growth for furth er productivity increase in 

agricu lture a n d ligh t industry?' (ibid : 2 18). It is very difficult for a lm ost a ll 

Africa n individua l s ta tes to put their limited capita l "in a la rge scale efficient 

modern indus tria l complex" tha t has the power to set up a powerfu l regiona l 

pole of growth su ch as steel m ill or petrochem ica l complex. 

Con tinen ta l economic in tegra tion would m a ke Africa a n attractive 

dest ina tion for investme nt. Integration would ma ke it possible for the 

creation of a bigger ma rket th a t ean a ttrac t investors a nd foreign d irect 

investme n t (FD I). This will be very importa n t for ma ny Africa n regions, 

which werc unable to attract expected a mou nt of F'DI despite their adoption 

of various capitalist polices su ch as p ri vaLiza tion, libe ra lization etc . Thus, 
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the formation of economic in tegration will increase African competitiveness 

in attrac ting PD I a nd other benefi ts (Musevcni: 12). 

Africa can utilizc , through continenta lly organized economic planning, its 

water rcsources likc rivers, lakes .. for hydro-electric power expa nsion, 

transport, irri ga t ion, fishery ete effectively. This k ind of coopera tion could 

also reduce resource re lated eonnicts, besides improving development in the 

region (Ajala: 326) . The econom ic weakness of African countries is related to 

colonial exploilaLion that focused on ly in developi ng the imperialists 

(Nkruma h : 150). The a ma lgamation of Africa's "agricultura l and mineral 

resources together with the joint u se of major power and water supplies 

could crea te a s ignificantly more effective natura l resource base than the 

s um of resources divided among sepa ra te states" (Green and Seidman: 346). 

In addition, capita l inves ted in la rge scale specialized interrelated industries 

wi ll con tribute for rapid ascending of productivity at limited cost. 

Changing the African economic condition requires "a gigan tic self help 

programs" t.hat. could create h igh productivity, wh ich can only be possible 

through continental economic plann ing. Continental planning has the 

greatcr chance or powcr to distribute be ncfi ts ac ross a wide region, than a 

com mon mcu-kct whi c h rcs u lts in polarization of capital and c reation of 

economIc disparity in th e region. It seems "only planned location of 

economIC growth poles wi thin a con tinental economic union can equalize 

the growth ra tes of ind ividual sta tes within the fra m ework of ra pid over a ll 

continental developm en t." In other words "coordina ted economic planning is 

a n impera tive for rapid, socially desira ble growth ... " (ibid: 2 19 -22 1). 

The fragile and s mall individual Africa n countries will not show a 

substantial dcvc lopment, as we have see n in th e last 50 years. However , 

t.hrough organizcd conti ncnta l cconomi c planning, Africa could reconstruct 
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and develop its economy to attain its hopes, needs and demands of its 

peoples. 

Economically unified Africa will have a much better potential to pressure 

global market to bargain for a better deal, than a n y individual African state. 

Economic unity will give Africa strong position in negotiation tables as well 

as setting prices in the global ma rket . Mos t of Africans are dependent on 

agricu ltu re; these sectors will be revolution a lized in a coordinated manner 

at co ntincn w l level wh ich will en sure food for a ll Africans. Unified Africa will 

CI)tlSUIllC, \\'h"l is I<l rgc l\ ' inl c rn <llly produ cl·d. Th e economic integra tion will 

(,11,1\) lc .II fric;] 1 () f' Il1 (' 1 ion Iclrgc lv on dellland s driven by domestic rea lties n ot 

by outsicic forces. 

Africa has been pressured in different historical times to be a subservient to 

the capitalist world. Even today IMP, World Bank, WTO and so called donor 

states urge African countries to produce primary products for export, and 

import food form outside. Thi s resulted in econ omic decay and food 

shortages. As Shaw asscrts, the shortage of food in Africa is the result of the 

continen ts' wrong incorporation in the internationa l trade system, not the 

I"esult of in c reased popula tion or environ mental hazards (Shaw, 1982:4). 

Hen ce , Afri ca ca n ta ckle suc h ch a llenges by inc reasing intra-African trade 

throu gh contin e nl a lly coordinated eco nomic planning. 

13<: tha l <1;; il ma\', as Nkru mah asser ts, econo mic progress and unity can 

only be effective and efficient if "we are united politically" (Nkrumah: 167). 

In fact, most of the time it is difficult to distinguish politics form economics 

in African context, therefore, 

Wha.t is essential is to create an irreversible dynamic towards 
continental economic unity within the framework of political union; 
to make the welfare of the African people-not of foreign interests or 
a limited African elite truly dominant in economic policy and 
stn.lcture; and to create the coordinated national and continental 
planning mechanisms technically essential to rapid, socially 
de~irable economic reconstruction and dev~Green and 
Seidma n: 27) .__ _ -:- .,"'e:i.\;"J I n #db llQO (i'd. I 

~ ... . r- _1'1; :- ~:;11 -
;\'J..I ~~';~-. J .. , r- ;..:;-!'"J \\ 
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Ai"r ic<1n counl ries shotdd s c i Up <1 polili c<11 union to haste n economic 

ill Lcgl"aLion ell1(l "Ic h icvc rca l eco nomic Ii be ra tion a nd a be tte r living 

stand a rd. Politica l and cconomic in tegration "processes s hould be parallel 

and mutually su pporting", because unless the mandate of political unity is 

widened, the organizational fra mework for p lanned economic in tegration 

can not be established. 

3.1.2 Political Significance 

"Africa shou ld unite or die" this is a commcnt made by presiden t Gadaffi of 

Libya prior to the 9 th Ordinary AU summit a t Accra, Ghana that exclusively 

focused on the "pro posal on the establishment of the United States of Africa" 

IVhich s hows how significant con t inental integration is for Africa. The 

u nifi cation o i" AI'ri ca is vital cconom ically a nd po li tica lly because as 

Nk ru mah inciiccltcd Africa n countrics arc "LOO weak, too poor, and too 

pol itically vulnera ble to sc rvc th e needs of the ir people." The individual 

African countries have neither the economic nor the political power to 

influen ce th e global capitalist market or power. However, a politically unified 

Africa could play a major role in combating various foreign threats and 

overcoming its developmental impediments. 

Political unification would give Africa a better bargaining power. It is 

becoming very difficult in the current international environm ent for ma ny 

small African countries to gain a fair dea l while n egotiating with bigger 

economic powers like US or EU. As Muscveni explains, a sma ll African 

country like Uganda ca n only be "en gaged in supp lication, petition . . . 

rCl lhcr than Ilt'gotiat ion". As hc fwothcr inci ica tcd negotiation means having 

mutua l thrcatcni ng powe r like "if yo u will no t do this for me I wi ll not do 

th a t for you". Howeve r , the small African cou ntries are only capable of 

saying "please kindly co nsider doing this or that for me" . This is hardly 

negotiation. But a United States of Africa can provide true n egotiation power 

to a ll African s tates and its people. 
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A u niled Ai'I' ica will p rovid e be lter peacc alld scc uri ly for the connict-ridden 

continent. The main problems to peace and security in Africa a re border 

conflicts, violence, ethnic confrontations, civil wars and government failures. 

Most of African countries a re too weak to provide peace and security and are 

becoming more and more "banana republi cs" (Chimutengwenda, 2003 :84). 

A unified Africa will have a strong military that can combat a nti -peace 

elements. The problems related to boundaries and ethnicities are 

consequences of colonialism. At dawn of independence colonial powers 

de li bera te ly fragmented Africa in to pieces. The inheritance of these 

bou nda ries is we ll d esc ribed by Pra h , "the gross artificiality and conceptu a l 

Clrbilra\cs o i' the Pos l - c()l()n i ~ li sLa le c re,llcd new Africa without hi story, 

il'UI1CCl\c<l cullul'es, '111<1 pUl 'e c l"Cal ul'Cs o f the imagin ation and interes ts of 

the Wcslcrn POWC I'S" (Pra h, 2003 : 17). Thus , as Chimutengweds, strongly 

asserts "Africa either unites or perishes a nd there is no other choice" 

(Chimutengweds: 85). 

The other source of connict in Africa is elite manipulated ethnicism a nd 

irredenti~t claims, which resulted in protracted conflicts that la sted for 

decades su ch as in Sudan, Ethiopia, Congo/ Kinshasa, Somalia, and Centra l 

African Republic e tc. Societies in different parts of Africa are partitioned as 

a result of colon ial bord ers, but nation a list leaders widen the gap by 

acce ptin g these boundaries, causing instability a nd conflict. Political 

un ificaLion will prov idc a co mmon purpose a nd goal to soc ieties which have 

been lllanipulclLcd LO wagc IVa I' again st their brothers ra ther th a n to feed 

their childrcn, Through pol il iea l u nity a ll peo ple of Africa wi ll adopt African 

id entity. Africa ex perienced 186 coups and 26 major wars in the last 50 

yea rs (ROPE, 2005 :709). These wars and political limbos resul ted in the lose 

of millions of precious lives a nd squ andered desperately needed resources in 

military expenditures. These unnecessary political confrontations must 
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('ol11e In an encl. Unifi ca tion can crea te commo n identity an d can provide the 

me,lllS 10 h,dl sti c h ciis;lslroLis mili la ry po li lics within the region. 

Moreover for economic planning at contin en ta l level to be successful, the re 

shou ld be a pa ra llel political authority responsible at continental level to 

regula te governments, formulate broad policies and supervlse their 

implementa tion thoroughly. In other words economic union requires a 

perma nent poli tical structure . 

Poli tical unification, a pa rt from creating a bigger domestic market a nd 

ma king use of more resources, would create a better developmental 

atmosphere for la nd locked countries. Politica l integration is essen tial "to 

co-ord inate a ll the exis ting economic, agr icul tural, minera l and financial 

resou rces a nd em ploy them methodica lly so as to improve the over a ll 

s u rplus!' s. 10 ilss isl ;1 wide r e<lpilal c!eve lopillenl" (Nkruma h: 168). 

3.1.3 Military Significance 

Political unity would "command more defense potential to guard African 

interests agains t encroachment by foreigne rs" (Museve ni: 14). The current 

African states' defense a bility is limited . It is very difficult for ma ny small 

African cou ntries to command different a rmy organizations such as la nd, 

air, naval, space . . . Many African countries ha rdly control every part of 

their territory. States like Somalia can be seed as good examples of failed 

states. Others a re starti ng to rely on private military companies for their 

secu rity demand s . In addition, th e heavy mi li tary presence of the US and 

Fra nce in differenl parls of Aft'ica indicate the co ntin ent's vu lnerabi li ty a nd 

put inlo queslion the sove reignty of African coun tries. 

Even if African governmenls ' m ili tary expe nse appears stagge ring rela tive to 

their overa ll expe nd iture ; wh en compared to the rest of the world regions it 

seem negligible . Africa currently does not guarantee its securi ty, This 
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limited Africa's influence and credibility in the international area. In the era 

of space technology and space defense strategies individual African 

countries capacity to meet its security demand is unatta inable. 

Nevertheless, a united Africa will have a cumulative capital or skill to 

acquire and uplift its military standards. In addition , a united Africa can 

produ ce better tra ined a nd equipped soldier s with a sound salary which 

,·cduccs mi lita ry mu ti ny as \Ve ll as a boli s h mil itary intervention in African 

politics. Thus. the uni fication of Afri ca would significantly co ntribute in 

en hancing th c milita ry capac ity of Africa as well as defending African 

in terests besides guarantying peace and security. 

3.1.4 Cultural Significance 

African people share a common history and have "linguistic and cultural 

homogeneities going back to centuries". For example, the Luo language is 

spoken by the Nilotic people living in Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, 

Ethiopia and Zaire . In the Sudan a lone it is spoken by the Dinkas , Shilluk, 

Nuer and Achoils; in Uganda by the Alurs, Achoils, Langi and Jopadholas. 

Around 200 million people speak in central, Eastern and Southern Africa 

Ba n tu languages . In additi on Swa hil li a nd Arabic are spoken by millions of 

Afri ca ns in di ffere nt cou n tri es (Mu sc rveni: 16). This explains that "the myth 

that Afr ica is pcoplcd by d ispa ra te tribes with incurable tribal differences is 

a n in ve ntion of th e coloniali s ts that is amplified by the African reactionories" 

(ibid). A united Africa would revive the lost African "one-ness" real izing the 

already existing "emotional unity". 

Political integration would bring societies, isolated forcefully by colonial 

powers and post independent regimes, together. Many different cultures 

a lso cut across different societies. Cheikh Anta Diop showed in detail 

various similarities that existed among African societies from Sudan to 

South Afri ca and Senegal affirm ing African's "one-ness". Such cu ltura l 
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revival will reduce conil icL beLween tribes. African Ren a issance desires to 

"find th e ge nuine African cu ltu ra l path". 

According to Mazrui "Africans a re in a state of heavy cultura l dependency; 

and because . . . of that they are m ore infiltrated [by foreign powers)" 

(Mazrui , 1977 :292). Replacing this situation requires a strong commitment 

and a united front. The African cultural regeneration will help set Africa's 

own development agenda avoiding the aim to emulate others. Molefi Kete 

Asante depic ts Africa as "one cultural rive r with numerous tributaries 

characte ri zed by thei r spec ific responses LO hi story a nd the environment" 

(Molcl'i !<elC' I\sanLc and !<ar ia mu Wel sh Asanle, 1985: ix). Culture is 

impo rtant particu la rly LO revive the Afri can d igni ty, which is often looked 

down because of Western negative po rt rayal of African s. The African 

cultural unity can be built on "the belie f th at people of African descent 

share a common experience, struggle, and origin" (Molefi kete Asant: 4). 

3.1.5 Global Significance 

A "United S tates of Africa" that is capable of feeding and defending itself will 

enhance humanity as a whole. Besides, th e world at large is suffering from 

arms race , nuclear threat, conflicts, environmental h azard etc. Henceforth, 

a United Africa could provide ' a pragmat ic a lternative parad igm to change 

the contemporary in ternational s ituation for the better . A United Africa will 

give supp r'cssed soc ie t ics ac ross the world a voice in the internationa l 

forum s and a re fu gee for ma rginalized p,;o ple. A uni ted Africa will a lso 

creatc a ba lancc in thc intc rnational scene. 

Both African Renaissance a nd Pa n-African ism emphasize on understa nding 

the variou s cultures of the societies of Africa in a new perspective to 

produce trends that can strengthen the unity of African people as well as 

helping in solving regiona l, continental and globa l challenges of Africans. 

The unification of African cou ntries will put Africa and her people in a better 
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positi on eco nomica ll v as \Vc ll as politica lly in domestic and in ternationa l 

,dT"i r·s. The illicgr'llio rl or s ma ll and weak African enLities will have the 

potentia l lO provide la sting peace a nd s u stainable development. Despite the 

presence of wider consen s us a nd contemporary cha llenges, Africa has not 

seen a progress ive move toward unity so far. The contemporary continen tal 

and in te rnational conditions a lso call for African unity. 

3 .1.6 The Need for African Unity 

Th e urge for African unity emanated from the contemporary African 

cond ition and increasingly regionalizing and competitive international 

environment. These factors enhan ced the significance of continental 

in tegration for Africa enormously. Africa s hould adopt a unified front to 

a me nd its shameful condition. Con tinental unity is today more of a 

nccess itv th an a choi ce for Africa. 

African Condition 

Africa toady has a popula tion of over 800 million, around 13% of the global 

population. But it contributes only one percent of the world GNP and 

produces one percent of the world's manufac tured goods. Only one of three 

children goes to primary school, a nd on e ou t of eight ch ild ren is severely 

disa bled, over a third of the total children population is malnourished, one 

in every six children dies before age of five i.e. more tha n four m illion 

children die every year before the age of fiv e. The continent is known for the 

highest mortality rate in the world at 108 per 1000 compa red to world 

average which is around 63 per 1000, and developed world's 12 per 

lOOO .Similarly , life expectancy is a round 47 , where in some countries like 

Zambia it has plummeted Lo 32 years . (Chimu tengwenda, 2003:89) 

3. 1 milli on people have died of AIDS around the world, 70 percent of them 

lived Africa. Ha lf the African of population have no access to health service . 

Over one third of skilled m a npower flees to outside world in search of better 
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salary. Africa is a lso losin g around three million hectares of fertile land 

every year because of expan s ion due to desertification and deforestation; in 

around relation three-fourth of arable land is a ffected by erosion . 

Unemploymenl in most African countries is between 40-80 percent (Ibid). 

These silualions a rc aggrclValed because of economic dependency and poor 

African polilical slratcgies . I-Icn ce, a united African front is the only option 

to combat these horrifying I-ea lities. 

The last two decades are known as a 'lost development decades' in Africa. In 

these years, poverty increased and growth slowed. At the start of this 

century around half of the population (400 million) lived in poverty (Wasika). 

There are estimated 34.3 million people infected with HIV / AIDS in the 

world, out of these 24 .5 million of them are found in Sub-Sahara Africa 

(Cheru, 2000:6). Africa's terms of trade also declined with the decrease in 

the price of co mmodi t ies in the international level. African states have 

limited power in regulatin g the price of their products a nd are often referred 

as "price takers" not "pri ce makers." In 1996, 4 1 countries were la beled , 

acco rding to World Bank and IMF, as heavi ly indebted poor countrie s 

illC: lp" bk of rI'p"yillg (h e ir <leuts ; out of thesc, 32 a re from Sub-Sahara 

M ri ea. (l3u,do - Artu r, 2UUU; 134). 

Today 's African countries are products of colonial 'fabrication'. Most 

scholars assert that the present African boundaries a re the outcome of the 

1884/85 Berlin Conference - where the different colonial powers (England, 

France, Portugal, Spain, Germany, Belgium and Italy) set to partition' the 

hot cake' without any bloodshed . Nevertheless, the manner in which the 

colonialist partitioned Africa is debatable. Different schola rs convey the 

par tition of Afri ca as one of deliberate handiwork of colonial powers to 

ensure their indirect domination and exploitation of Africa. This European 

'excessive tCl'ritorial fra gmentation' made Africa the most fragmented 

co ntinenl in the world. The a rtific ial colonial boundaries have several 
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negative impacts on political economy as well a s socio-cultural dyn a mics of 

African people . They "interrupted the sovereignty of the network of 

indigenou s Africans" (Ramustsidela, 200 1: 92-95). These fa ke bounda ries 

put a huge sca r to inhibi t las ting peace and economic progress in 

independent Afr ica. 

The impetu s for the unification of Africa was crushed mainly as a result of 

the fabr icated co loni a l boundaries. Dcspite the presence of several Pan­

Afr-ieani s l leaders like l<wa m Nkrumah, Julius Nyerere, Seku Toure ... and 

a gencra l co n scnsus among many Africans (living in thc continent as well as 

the Diaspora) , Pa n-Africanism, as a movement, has fa iled (Ackah). Most of 

the causes for the failure of in tegration directly or indirectly a re connected 

to the colonial boundaries. The fragmented territories and 'empty' treasuries 

inherited , m ade Afri ca n states very weak to suppor t their development 

agenda a nd vulnerable for foreign in tervention through the mechanism of 

a id, assistance or loans. In order to secure desperately needed foreign aid, 

most African states had been , m any times, forced to compromise their 

domestic a nd foreign policy orientations. Likewise , most of the newly 

independenl co untr ies esta blishcd partnerships with the ir former colonial 

master~ - Pr-an cop hon c Wrench formcr co lonies except Guinea p lus France) 

and Commonwca lth (Brilish colon ies Britain). Thesc a nd other foreign 

instituti ons such as EEC / EU were and still are against African Unity. 

The Cold War had better advantage for Africa than the post Cold War period 

either in terms of decision making in domestic affairs or status in the 

international a rena. During the Cold War at least most Africa n countries 

had the geopolitical strategic advantage that enabled them to choose or 

interplay be twee n the big powers. US aggrandizement after the Cold War 

and the forces of globalization made Africa more dependent on outside world 

economically, tech nologically, militarily as well as ideologically. Much worse 

the 'new wor ld ' threatened Africa's importa nce and survival in the global 
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political econo mic system. Most African countries, in order to secure a id 

a nd accepta nce , are forced to heed a nd compel to the only superpowe r, its 

a lli es and their agents. As a result most African countrie~ prepare foreign 

policies motivated by aid. As Akokapri indicated "development in the wake 

of unipola ris m , including economic crises a nd the general development 

challenges (of Africa), have elevated the search for foreign a id as a critica l 

driving force in foreign poli cy' (Akokapri 2001:51). 

In recent yea rs the mos t wide ly observable connict and violence frequent 

community riot , demonstration and plots that usually ended with bloodshed 

in urban centers of d ifferent Afri can cO Ll lll rie s. Zimbabwe, Egypt, Guinea, 

Ethiopia now Nigeria etc provide amp le exa mples for these atroc ities. More 

oftcn , these co nflicts "rise immedi ate ly "fter a competitive election, but 

conl1ie ts organized along ethnic lines are not unusual. The protracted 

connicts a nd failure of several developmcnt programs in Africa are the 

resu lts of inherited colonia l boundaries directly or indirectly. The 'territor ial 

trap' se t by the colonia l powers he lped to keep Africans busy. The re is no 

such thing as a 'natural boundary'. Hence, some scholars explain the 

colonia l fabrications as "brutal political limbo worthy of reparation;" even go 

as far as su gges ting redrawing (remapping) the whole continent "we should 

set down with square-rule a nd compass and redesign the bounda ries of 

African nations in order to create 'large a nd fewer state (Ramutidela ). As 

Nkrumah strongly stresscd in his book , Africa Must Unite, a unified front 

a nd a continental purposc sccms the on l\' pla usible mech a ni s m that wi ll 

enable Africa to stand aga ins t the pressure of neo-colonialism. The p resence 

of different groups within individual African countries a nd economic 

au sterity hindered a progressive democracy that ensures peace and 

development. (Young, 1999) 

Africa's contemporary source of problems can be summed up in two 

categories. The first one is the enemy within , it seems the African elite is 
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suffering microscopic personality syndrome in which they usually spend a 

lot of energy and resource in parochial or personal interest tota lly 

neglecting the bigger picture. African leaders and policy makers must be 

focused to ta ke care of the deta ils to see the bigger picture i.e the ideal of 

African unity (they must understand that the pixels which make up the 

picture is mea ningless when ta ken individually). The parochial and personal 

interests a re keeping Africans disintegrated and are serving as instruments 

for outside exploiters. The Second source of problem is the west's s tance no t 

to in clud e Afri ca in th eir political economic agenda in fa ir manner. The 

foreign powe rs s hould in c lud e Africa in the international politi cal eco nomy, 

because a prosperous Africa will have limited refugees and the end of 

suffe ring in Africa will uplift human ity as a whole, to the least. 

3.2 Factors Promoting African Unity. 

African integration should be based on geographical location; regardless of 

race, color, riches, ethnicity or religion. The unity of Africa could rely on a 

common African ident ity, consciousness and interest (Muchie, 2003:40). 

Based on these, African countries developed a case for the possibility of 

establishing a United States of Africa. The cases for unity arise from the 

African countries' shared values a nd common interests as well as their 

common hi s torica l heritages. 

3.2.1 Historical Heritage 

The s truggle for Afri can unity is a con linu ation of the struggle against 

human degradation, exploitation a nd barbarism. All Africans have suffered 

under coloniali sm and neo-colonialism. This fact triggered the first calls for 

integration. African unity is the expression of African people's desire never 

to be put in to the shameful position Africa ns were once obliged to take. The 

s truggle for African unity is necessitated by the historic reality that a ll 

African states have experie nced slavery and colonialism. 
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3 .2.2 Shared values 

The origin of shared African values is re lated to African culture and societies 

and "from a rticulated commitments of African countries to meet the 

challenge of copi ng with hisLoricallegacies and cu rrent realties" (AU , study 

on An African Un io n Covcnl mcnt towa rd s th e United Sta tes of Africa, 

2007 :6). The union of African states will be guided according to the followin g 

values that wi ll limit the possibility of domination and discrimination of 

race, language, as well as religion . These values are 

Adherence to the rule of law 

Popular participation in governance 

Respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms 

Transparency in public policy making. 

These shared African values are vital in "uniting Africa" and creating a 

common purpose through out the continent. Effective utilization of African 

indigenous values and modern skills "could devise a well thought out and 

creative strategies for the transformation of their social structures, political 

system and eco nomic organization" to enha nce integration and Africans' 

developmen t. 

3.2.3 Common Interests 

The common African interests are the product of the suffering the continent 

is in, which include over dependency, limited utilization of resources among 

others. Adherents of African unity consider this common interest as the 

main driving force for unity . Regardless of their differences, Africans "must 

unite" to overcome their developmental challenges and stand on their feet. 

Individual Africa states are finding it difficult even to secure food in the 

present condition. Thc opponents of unity fail to address any tangible 

strategy that can c hange the situation on the ground. In general "an a ll 

embracing common interest of the African continent is to build its 

co llective capability and capacity to act as a stakeholder and not an outsider 
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in world affairs , and to fully participate in sha ping international norms and 

agenda" (AU :8). 

3.3 The Case against African Unity 

Th e re are many factors that discourage the dream of African unity from ever 

materializing . Most of the critics of African unity focus on the continent's 

natural, his tor ical, socio-cultural a nd contemporary poli tico-economic 

s ituations in their surm ises. These c riti cs tend to advice African to focus on 

nation 's state building. Th ese cases again s t African uni ty include 

nationa lism, divers ity, limi ted communicatio n, ideologica l dependency, 

sparse population and poor economic system. 

3.3.1 Nationalism 

Critics of the ideal of African unity claim the establishm en t of nationalist 

regimes as a bonefid e, wh ich expressed the African's disinterest in forging 

unity. They put nationalism as a main force that stand against unity, 

because, they explain, it is firmly established and enj oys a wide support in 

particular by the power con trolling group. In addition, they advise African 

sta te s to co ncentrate on nati on state building rather than aspiring to form 

contine n tal in tegration. But a close r look at the origin a nd na ture of 

nationalism in Afr ica s hows a different reality. 

The origin of African n a tionalism was the anti-colonial struggles that "lacked 

deep historical roots and [which were] born out of a protest movement 

against European rules and exploitation; it represented also Africa 's cla im to 

human dignity and the righ t to self-rule" (Tordoff, 1998:77). This makes the 

case of African nationalism unique compared to most parts of the world 

which developed based on ethnic affiliation, religious solidarity, common 

language etc. Even though nationalis m was established in Africa after 

independence (Ochwado, 2005: 195), it had nothing to say about the post 
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independen t African societies . As Ackach puts it, "African nationa lism had 

little to say about anything" (Ackach: 25) 

The experience of the past half-century proved th is type of nationalism as a 

main cause, based on politics and sociology, which made African states 

weak; because it is not a well developed or strong concept. The adherents of 

the ideal of African unity blame nationalists for the continuing poor 

conditions of Afri ca. Thcy put severa l (ca uses) reasons as to how 

fraudulently the nationalism theme became th e dominant theme in African 

politics a fter independence. First, it was established with the support of 

forme r colonial powers , because it is a syste m that provided former colonial 

powe rs a su itab le environment to continue to exert their inf1uence in their 

former colonies . To this day, most African states are dependent on th eir 

former colonizers for their economic, military or other needs . Second, the 

sympathizers of nationalism are those Africans who h ave been studying in 

colleges in their former colonizers' countries, brainwashed by the ideals of 

the West. For these scholars "the way forward is [onlyJ via emulation of their 

colonial masters" (Ackach: 23). Third , it gave their first taste of power for the 

liberation leaders. Thus, as Tordoff cited from Huga Sector-Watso, for these 

nationalist leaders "if national consciousness, based on religion ,' language 

and deeply rooted historical mythologies were not available, then the agent 

of co ntinuity cou ld be the ce ntral power" (Tordoff:80). Based on this sys tem 

Africa fa il ed to ac hieve its ultima te goal i. e . development. Nationalism IS 

los ing ground in Africa . Natio nalist leaders use Pa n -Afri can sentiments to 

rule th eir soc ieti es; because of th e absence of any element that cut across 

different societies (Tordoff: 80). The current movements toward unity also 

indicate the decline of nationalist sentiment in African politics. According to 

Nyerere "African nationalism is meaningless, a nachronistic and dangerous, 

if it is not a t the same time Pan-Africanism" (Nyrere: 194). 
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3.3.2 Diversity 

Africa is th e second la rges t co ntinent in the world with a population of more 

than 800 million. Africa is known for its d iversity in ethnici ty . Some of the 

diversi ty among Africans s u ch as ethnic, religion, language and cul ture a re 

considered by the critics of African uni ty as the barriers which are ha rd to 

overcome for any integration project. 

a. Ethnicity 

Africa is known for its ethnic diversity. Politicians' manipulations of this 

factor are responsible for c reating disparity a nd conflicts among African 

societies. Ethnic ism in countries like Congo , Sudan, Ethiopia and Chad a re 

known to threaten the exi s tence of s tate itself. The ethnic s ituation is 

aggravated ma inly as a resu lt of fa ke colonial bounda ries that were 

establi shed without rccognl7-lIl g the soc ia l, hi s torical, cu ltu ral and 

economical cxperiences of the different tribal groups. Therefore, based on 

this critics cla im that the African unification agenda as imprac tical. 

b. Religion 

Religion is one of the m a in catalysts for solidarity in different parts of the 

world. For example, Hinduism in India; Isla m in Ara bia and Chris tiani ty in 

the western world. However , Africa is a mosaic of different re ligions . Many 

African's communities believe in different spirits, .. . there are a number of 

religions in Africa including Isla m and Chris tianity. The absence of such a n 

importa nt "u nilateral religion" for solida ri ty will reduce , as cri tics a rgue, the 

feeling of "one-ness" among Afri can s . However, it seems th at the critics 

misunde rsta nd the call to unity, as the call to "iden ticality". The call to 

African unity is not a ca ll for "identicali ty" or as Nyerere a rticulated 'A 

united Arr ica docs not mca n a unirorm Arrica" (Nyere re: 11 7) . So the Arrican 

unity does not require a single religion. The example of th e US is very 

important in this respect. 
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c. Language 

There a re two aspec ts of langu age raised as barrier for uni ty. First is the 

lan guage divcrs ity in Africa. Th ere a re more than 1000 languages in Africa 

today. Th e la nguage di ve rs ity is especially prevalent in the region below the 

Sahara. Accordi ng to c ritics uf unity, because of sueh differences , unity will 

not be possible. They say it c reates a communication problem and 

competition a mong the different la n guages will be intense. Second is the 

domination of western la nguages in Africa. As a result of the colonia l 

langu ages ' domination, the African elite lost connection with the people of 

Africa which forced them to lean to Western values. In addition, the 

domination of foreign la nguages such as English, French ... employ the 

absence of "Africanness" and a society which h as a confused identity. 

EU's experience shows that the absence of a single language wi ll not s top 

na tions to enhance the ir integration program. In today's world , there are a 

number of economic , political, social .. pressures that overwhelmingly 

LI ,'gc fur unity . Th e language "idcnti ca lity" has a limi ted significance in 

co ntemporary integra tion programs not only in Africa, but also in the rest of 

the world. In add ition, as kimani Nehusi a rticulatied " . .. the libera tion and 

development of African languages is a central aspect of the project of Afrikan 

liberation, the con s truction of African unity and building the Afrika -na tion" 

(Nehusi, 2003 :209). Thus, contrary to the a llegation, the Africa n unity will 

have potentia l to revive African la nguages . 

3.3.3 Ideological Dependency 

The other case against the realization of unity in Africa is the absence of 

well develo ped home-grown (African-centered) ideology. Pa n-Africanism 111 

the post independence era fa iled, because, besides othe r reaso ns , it heavily 

rel ied on fore ign ideologies s uch as socialism, capitalism etc .. This 

expla in s the limited knowledge these so called African intellectuals a nd 

policy makers have a bout Afr ica . Without a proper vision as well a s know-
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how about Africa a nd its people a n attempt toward integration is a vam 

drea m or a utopian vis ion . Similarly, there is n o proof wheth er a n emulation 

of other integration processes will work in Africa or not. As critics argue, it 

seem a risky business, therefore Afri can coun tr ies should concentra te on 

their nation build ing agenda. 

The tra ns form a tion o f Pan -African movement or the call to African 

Renaissan cc to a cc rta in consolidated idcology IS a process. Africa has 

enjoyed freedom for a merc 50 years; which is a short much time to plan 

and record substantial progress in a world full of cha llenges. The 

tra n sforma tion of African worldviews into a well developed ideologies and 

theories will not only result in the integra tion of Africa, but will also impact 

the globa l thinking in genera l. This will be possible however, through a 

uni ted African effor t only. 

3.3.4 Poor Communication 

Africa is a continen t known for its limited and poor communication and 

trans portation facilities. It is a lso known for its difficult landscapes such as 

equatorial rain forcst or the Sahara Desert. These realities reduce the 

potential cooperation among African societies. The critics of the possibility of 

integration or African unity believe this fact will continue to hinder a 

possible in tegration program. Moreover, the technological backwardness of 

Africa will limit the continent's potentia l to develop a s trong communicat ion 

a nd tra n sportation infrastructure capable of supporting the integration 

discourse. Building these facilites will be a great challenge for most poor 

African countries. But through organized economic planning a nd 

coordina tion , African countries can overcom e both these natura l a nd man 

made obsta cles to the unification process. 
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3.3.5 Poor Economy 

Africa is the poorest of the continents. There a re severa l factors fo r Africa's 

economic backwardness. Some of these factors a lso contribute for the 

difficulty of integration in the p resent African standard such as: 

a. Small population 

Africa has sparse population. According LO Museveni "small population, 

am idst plenliful natural resources, have no need for political integration." 

(Muscveni, 2007 :5). Thus, most of Afri can people have no desire in 

conquering and advancing lheir market as a result. 

b. Raw material export 

Most African countries are dependent on a few primary products for export, 

usually s imilar types of products. Thus, the integration schemes will not 

produce expected internal circulation of capitals. It will continue to depend 

on foreign countries for its secondary, tertiary product needs. In a ddition 

most African countries produce similar type of products which limit a 

possible exch ange between societies. 

unification wi ll have a difficulty. 

C. Narrow Market 

Therefore, critics surmise the 

Acco rding to the critics, the African economy is very poor in capital a nd 

purchasing power. This wil l limi t the developmen t o f strong integra tion. 

Besides, the enhancement of this purchasing power and market size 

requires s killed personnel, advanced science and technology: few of the 

expensive elements in today's world. The absence of these important 

elements reduces the significance of in tegra tion for Africa . Therefore, critics 

advise African states to focu s on developing such elements ini tially in their 

individual sovereign boundaries . Because African states a re "so poor and 

their economies so competit ive that they have noting to offer one another" 

(Aj a la: 3 19). 
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Moreover, the absence of securi ty, the issue of leadership a nd institutions 

are major a reas the critics roam a bout when explaining why the African 

unity is impossible to achieve during this tim e in his tory. These and other 

issues a re discu s sed in the last cha pter. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

ATTEMPTS AT AFRICAN UNITY: OVERVIEW 

Introduction 

Marcus Garvey of Jamaica, as most scholars agree is the pioneer at 

proposing the idea for establishment of the "United States of Africa", which 

became "the cardinal point of Pan-Africa nism" (Ajala: 101) . Henceforth, 

Africans in the continent and Diaspora are aspiring to achieve the 

un ification of Africa. The struggle toward the formation of the 'United States 

of Africa' requires the in stitutionalization of the African unity idea. Thus, 

beginnin g form th e late 19 th century there have been several institutional 

progresses to tnolilsfo rm the co nce pt of African uni ty from a dream to a 

langible reality . 

The first institution in the institutionalization history of African unity idea is 

the Pan-African Congresses. The first Congress was the result of both the 

1893 Chicago Congress on Africa and the London Congress that set up, in 

1897, what is called the Pan-African Association (PAA) (Murthi, 2005:23). It 

was the PAA tha t pushed for the creation of the Pan African Movement 

(PAM), which is directly responsible for the formation of the Pan-African 

Congresses. The first Pan-Africa n Congress (PAC) was held in London under 

the cha irma n ship of the Trindadian Henry Sylvester Williams from Arouca 

in 1900 (Prah, 2003 :27). The re were several PAC meetings held in various 

parlS of the wo rlel st rugglin g mainly for the general enhancement of the 

livi ng standards of the bl ac k people, up until 1945, through 

accommocla tionist strategies . 

However, the PAC h eld in Manchester in 1945 became a benchmark in the 

transformation of the African strategies in dealing with the white man. This 

chapter dea ls with the attempts toward the institutionalization of African 

Unity. In doing so, it a ims at indicating the struggle for unification of Africa 

a s a living process, not a vain dream as many Afro-pessimists surmise. 

54 



4.1 Early years of Independence and African Unity 

The 1945 Pan-African Congress held in Manchester, England under the 

c hairmans hip of W.B. Du Bois "was a point of departure in the quest for 

Afri cclll nations to aSSCrL Lheir will a nd desire for independence" (Murthi:20) 

as we ll as urge for the unity of African people against colonia lism. However , 

the indepe nd ence of Ghana in 1957 under Kwame Nkrumah moved the 

s truggle for the independence and unity of Africa from the Northern 

Hemisphere to Africa. Ghana, the first black African country to secure 

independence, became a major player in the effort to establish the 

unification of Africa. Hen ce forth in the early years during independen ce th e 

movement toward integration was consolida ting. 

4.1.1 From 1957 to 1962 

The second hal f of the 20'" cen tury is a la ndmark in the history of Africa 

that witnessed the d emise of colonialism. There were several factors that It:d 

LO the eventual co llapse of colonialism ill this period. The revival of the 

African pol iti cal awa reness a nd consciousness that resulted in organized 

liberation movements, the decline of the co lonial powers due to the Second 

World War, the emergence of new rival superpowers in the world i.e. US and 

USSR and their opposition to coloniali sm are worth mentioning. Besides, 

unlike the current relations, there were more solidarity and genume 

fraternity among different liberation movements and African countries 

against the common enemy; their aim was mostly oriented toward Africa 

Unity. The m ovement 'toward unity', Wallerstein expla ins, "has been the 

most sign ificant single African attempt to a ffect, in an important way, the 

rate and direction of social change" (Wallerstein, 1967: IX). The debate for 

African Un ity was at its zenith during the late 1950s and early 1960s. These 

yea rs we re cha rac te ri zed by African states ga ining independence in large 

numbers; rormaLion of va rious groups an d regroupings and a limbo on 
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African future and vlsion . More specifically, in 1956 Sudan, Morocco and 

Tunisia became independent. Egypt in the same year asserted her 

independence through the Suez Crisis. The following year Ghana became 

the first independent black African country. "Rasamblement Democraticque 

Africa (RDA)" , for the first time in French African community, demanded 'the 

right to independence ' and declared itself as the Congress of Black Africa, 

at its Third Congress ( Ibid : 18). In 1960, which is known popularly as 'year 

of Africa', eighteen countries became independent, and up to 1963 i.e. the 

form ation of Organization of African Union (OAU) around 32, African states 

became indepen denL. In these years , liberation and unification were at the 

top of African political di scourse 

At organizational level, in 1957 Gamal Abdul Nasser, the president of Egypt, 

set up Afro-Asian Peoples' Solidarity Conference (AAPSC). The objective of 

the conference was to connect African radical leaders with China and USSR 

to counter-balance the Western influence in Africa. Participants came from 

around nineteen different African coun tries . The main agenda of the 

conference was the Algerian and South African issu es, but the case of non­

independent African states and the incorporation of national movements 

were also debated. AAPSO came to an end in 1963 with the Sino-USSR 

dispute (Hoskyns, 1967:360). On 1958, April 27-30, the North African 

countries Morocco and Tunisia with the Algerian nationalist party Front de 

Liberation National (FLNJ, met at Tangier to form the consultative assembly 

of the Arab Magl"eb and agreed on "a federal form of unity of the three 

states," (Wallerstein:28). The French war on Algeria had negative impact on 

the supposed integration of Magreb countries (Hoskyns: 355) . 

In 1958 at Accra Ghana, the First Conference of Independent African States 

(CIAS) was held. This, as Ajala put, "marked the formal launching of the Pan 

African movement in African soil", which previously was mostly active in 

Nor th America, the Caribbean and Europe (Ajala, 1974 : 14) . The 
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participants at the conference were Ethiopia, Liberia , Libya, Morocco, 

Sudan, Tu nis ia and United Arab Republic (UAR) (libid). CrAS was successful 

in setting the African Group i. e . 'a permanent machinery at UN for 

co ns ultat ion on forc ign pol icy' (Wa llerslc lI1: 27-30). The African Group was 

effec tive in gatherin g support around thc world (Latin America, Sca ndinavia, 

and Asia) for the Algerian cause a t the UN. The UN fina lly accepted the 

presence of 'war' in Algeria. [n addition the group was the main force behind 

the forma tion of African economic committee at the UN i.e. United Nations 

Economic Commission for Africa. C[AS also contributed for the formation of 

the Pan-African Freedom Movement of East and Central Africa (PAFMECA) , 
in 1958 (Hoskyns 362). 

[n East Africa "during the colonial era scarcely anything had been done to 

encourage contact between different groups" (ibid: 358). On November 17, 

1958 in Mwanza, Ta nganyika, the "represcn tatives of n ational movements of 

five tcrritories [were] able to meet" a nd set up the Pan-African Freedom 

Movements o f Bast and CClllral Africa (PAFMBCA) (Wa llerstein: 3 1), there 

were 2 1 pol itica l parties rcprese ntcd (Aj ala , 1974:40). Most of the leaders of 

the movements had participated in the C[AS, at Accra. The m ain 

agreements of the PAFMECA were "to bring different nationalist movements 

into contact, to exchange ideas a nd ha rmonize policies and to provide a 

channel of mediation where necessary" (Hoskyns: 362) and to foster "the 

spi rit of Pan-Africans in order to get rid [on the East and Central African 

territories of imperialism " (Ajala : 41). In 1962 the PAFMECA 

incorporated national movements from Southern Africa i.e. ' Lesotho, 

Botswana, Namibia and Swaziland and t ransformed itself to Pan-African 

Freedom movement of Eastern, Central and Southern Africa (PAFMECSA), 

with the a im of region a l integration as a 's tep toward the final objective of 

to ta l African Unity' (Ajala :43). PAFMECSA se rved as importa nt organ in 

tra nsferring vita l materia ls to Southern Africa nationalist movements. The 
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movement dissolved in 1963 with the formation of Organization of African 

Unity (OAU) (Hoskyns 362). 

However, the case in French Colonies was different. Guinea was the only 

state that voted "NO" in the Constitutional Referendum which asks African 

countries to stay in French community . Henceforth, Guinea declared its 

independence in September, 1958, in spite of France and her NATO allies' 

threat agains t her eco nomy. Guinea survived. The man that came to the 

rescue was kwam e Nkrumah of Ghana. The two states after few meetings 

agreed to establish a Ghana-Guinea Union. The Union's main objective was 

"to bu ild up a ['ree and prosperous African community in the interest of its 

people and world peace" (Ajala: 20). The Union achieved three main 

significant objectives. First, it helped Guinea at a time of great difficulty that 

encouraged other French colonies to follow suit, which they did in large 

number after two years. Second, it broke the colonial lingual barrier and 

brought the French speaking Africa to African union agenda. Third, thf=! 

open ended nature of the Union encouraged others to join. The Saniquelle, 

Liberia, Declaration on July 19, 1958 between Liberia and the Union was 

one example. The Union was dissolved in 1963 with the formation of 

Organization of African Unity (OAU). 

In December, 1958 Ghana set up the All Africa n Peoples' Conference 

(AAPC) , where twe nty-e igh t African states had participated, though only 

eight of them were independent, others were represented as political parties 

and trade union s. The conference also included South Africa (white) and 

Indians from East Africa. Guinea, the first independent country from French 

colonies, was present in the Conference. The AAPO's main concern was 

liberation. Mboya, the chairman from Kenya expressing the position of 

Africa said "the problem is not to know if we want independence, but how to 

get it" (Wallerstein :33). The objective of AAPC 'was to support and 

coordinate the nationalist struggles in the various parts of the continent' 
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(Tordoff, 1997: 276). The AAPO for the first time in large number brought 

nationalist parties into contact with independent states (Wallerstein: 34). 

The confe rence adopted the following re solution 

Endorse Pan-AjtlCQnism alld lhe desire for unily among Ajtlcan peoples. 
Declare lhal ils ultimale objeclive is lhe evolulion of a common weallh of free African 
Slales. 
Call upon lhe independenl slales of Africa 10 lead lhe peoples of Africa toward the 
attainment of its objective and 
Express the hope that the day will dawn when the first loyalty of African states will 
be 10 an African Common wealth (Ajala: 19) 

In addition, the conference discussed about the use of violence in th e 

liberation struggles, especia lly in rela tion to FLN. 

The year 1960 was a year of celebra tion in Africa, because a round 18 

countries became independent; bu t it a lso marked the beginning of division 

among African countries concerning Unity. The divisive issues between 

African cou ntri es were the Congo/Kinshasa crisis, the Algerian liberation 

war agai nst Fra nce, the Cameroon (UPC) li beration movement a nd the 

irredentist claim of Morocco over Mauritania. In 1960 there were a lready 

four Pan-African ist or Unionist par ties i.e . AAPSO , CIAS, PAFMECA a nd 

AAPC. In the same year, most of the organization s held their second round 
., 

summits, which s howed difference in ideology a nd implementation of 

continen tal integration among African states . For instan ce, at the Second 

AAPC, summit which was held in J anuary at Tunis, Tunisia, (Aja la :24); 

Ghana's proposal for political union was not adopted (Wallerstein: 39), but 

the organization recommended "that a ll independent African states shou ld 

recognize the provisional governmen t of the Algeria n Republic" (Aj a la : 25). 

Besides the d ifference on various cri ses, the re was a growing opposition to 

the Nkurmah's idea of political unification. The main proponents of gradual 

economic unity first were from French colon ies and Nigeria . One of the 

cases that tarnished the relations between former French colon ies and Pan­

Arrica nists was the issue of Cameroon. There was Un ion des Population 

Cameroon (UPC), wh ich used to receive support from APSO and AAPsb 

wh ile fighting the French colonizers s ince 1955. But, in 1960 France 

59 



transferred the power to Ahidyo, a pro-France government, in Cameroon 

Republic. In June of the same year, CrAS's second conference there was a 

controversy over which party would represent Cameroon. Ghana and 

Guinea were reluctant to abandon the UPC, despite their reluctance at the 

end of the year both countries accepted the pro-France government 

(Hoskyns :377). In contempt UPC expressed 

The situation is thus perfectly clear: in the months and years to 
come we shall see the birth of government which are called 
independent but are clearly directed by the imperialist. From 
then on, African solidarity will be more and more a sentiment in 
the service oj imperialism, if as at Addis Ababa the truly 
independent governments seek unity at any price (Wallerstein: 
40) 

[n addilion, the absence o[ lhc new independent French speaking states 

after much expectation at Addis Ababa indicated their different ideology on 

Africa unity Nigeria, that sidelined with the group stated gradual integratio.n 

is " ... more acceptable for it is yet premature to form Union of states under 

one sovereignty". For these states, economic cooperation must come first 

and they will not give up their sovereignty, as a result the issue of African 

Unity was polarized. Nevertheless, at Addis Ababa, CrAS agreed to support 

the liberation struggles in Southern Africa and admitted FLN. However, the 

subsequent Congo Crisis had widened the gap between Africans further. 

(ibid: 40-41) 

In October, 1960 the French speaking African countries except Guinea, 

Mali, Togo, Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria met at Abidjan, Ivory Coast . They 

expressed support to Kasavabu, the President of Congo, a man who ousted 

Lubumba and accused Ghana of subvers ion 111 different states . In 

December, the group met in Brazzaville, Congo, again which led for the 

formation of the so-called Brazzaville Groups, later named Union African et 

Malgache (UAM). The group officia lly supported Kasavabu, against 

Lubumba, Mauritania's 'prospective candidacy' for UN membership and 

restrained position for Algeria at the UN' (Wallerstein: 43). The group was 
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"unen thusiastic about Pan-Mriean ism" (i ntegration of Africa ) and had closer 

relations with the outside forces (Ajala : 28 -29). UAM was a regional 

grouping for governments only . The first concern that led to the formation of 

the UAM was the fear of the countries that 'unless they joined forces they 

would be unable to make a ny impact either in Africa or in in ternational 

scene against the increasing critics. .. of African states". Secondly, they 

want to remain loyal to France, and they needed such organization "to 

negotiate their position as regards Fra n ce and EEC". The group had shown 

neither a ny in tention toward integration of Africa nor support for anti­

colonia l movements. It calls itself a defensive organization that a im to keep 

the status quo . The Brazzaville conference was a major blow for the Pan­

Afr ican is t movement in ge neral. (Hoskyns: 364) 

The Brazzavil le Group a nd Nigeria's stance for gradual unification of Africa 

was the main ideological ba rrier that led to the formation of a ntagonistic 

groups in the continent. One, supporting economic cooperation as a prelude 

or as a stepping-stone for progressive integration of the continent was 

supported by person a lities like Felix Houphouet Biogny, Jomo Kenyatta , 

Leopold Senghor ... ; Others such as Patrie Lumumba, Kwam Nkurma , 

Seka Toure .. . strongly advocated the political unification of Africa as the 

firs t step to 'promote socio economic development and of redu cing 

dependence on the West (Martin, 1992: 69 and 72). Consequently , the 

impetus for continental integration dwindled; moreover, with the formation 

of another group the situation was aggravated . 

The other group was th e result of the Ca sablanca conferen ce of January, 

196 i where, the presidents of Ghana, Guinea, Mali, Morocco a nd the United 

Arab Republic (UAR) attended, so did th e Algerian prime Minster of the 

Provisional Government and the Libya's fore ign minister (Ajala: 30). The 

conference "cut across linguistic , ethnic and regional divis ions" and was 

built "to create a radical pressure group in world affairs, to build a n 
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organizational structure which wou ld ultimately be able to absorb a wider 

group"( Hoskyns: 365). All in attendance supported Lumumba and agreed to 

withdraw their troops from Congo which were assisting Lumumba, to give 

the UN a 'last chance'. However, Kasavabu who ou s ted Lumumba gave him 

to his a rch enemy Teshomba, a secess ionist movement leader in Katanga 

who had links with US and the West. Teshomba brutally murdered Pa rtie 

Lumbuba (Wallerstein: 50). This marked deeper division between Africa n 

states that m ade reconciliation very difficult. The difference between so 

called Brazzaville group and Casablanca group prevented, for at leas t a 

while, a ny wider cooperation among African states and excluded non­

participatory members from the continental affairs (Hoskyns: 366). 

Nevertheless, the Third AAPC summit at Cairo "between" March 25-31, 

1961 was ablc to bring three different groups together. These were - the 

Afri can nationalists from non-independent countries; leaders from 

revo lutionary Africa and African radical nation alist opposi te movement 

'puppet of the West'. The later two are the Casablanca and the Brazzaville 

groups respectively . The pa r ticipants at the conference agreed on the 

threa ts of neo-colonia lis m. Neo-colonialism, as Madibo keita of Ma li defined , 

'is when an independent country is indirectly administrated by 

its former colonia l power, by the intermediary of traitors which 

she has helped to place in power' (Wallerstein: 53). The different groups a lso 

agreed to recon cile their differences. Henceforth , there were several 

meetings among African countries aim ed at n arrowing differences. 

To this end, ilt th e Monrovia, Liberia, Conference in May, 1961, twenty 

countries atten ded in cluding the Brazzaville groups, Ethiopia, Liberia, 

Libya, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Togo and Tunisia . But hardliners of 

the Casablanca group declined. The group i.e. Monrovia set non-interference 
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at its policy (Wallerste in: 53). Sir Milton A.S Marga i, the prime Minister of 

Sierra Leone expressed their objective 

The plincip le oJ AJlican unity which respects the tern'ton"al integn"ty oJ 
cach .stu/e. ilw free choice of political ideology a nd fann a nd government 

We pledge co-operation in the deJerence oJ all Jreedom loving states 
1/1 I'Ij;-ieo. parlicu/ori!J w ith a view to curbing any internal subversion 
aga inst the law Jully constituted go vernment oJ a ny Jrlend ly state. 
(Ajala . 36). 

The group a lso ca lled important conference at Lagos, Nigeria in the same 

year, its ma in objective being getting rid of groupings. Hailesellassie I of 

Ethiopia described the s ituation in Africa: "We are told that Africa has been 

split into competing groups and that this is inhibiting co-operation among 

the African states and severely retarding African progress". He expressed his 

position as "Ethiopia considers herself a member of one group only - the 

African group" (Ajala: 48). 

Afte r the Lagos Confere nce, Africa experienced major political turns that 

encou raged contact between d ifferen t groups . For ins ta nce, Nigerian rela tion 

with Engla nd bega n to deteriorate , which increased Nigeria 's inclina tIOn 

towa rd Afri ca; Guinea experienced attempted coup that had some 

co nnection with Fra nce; South Africa a nd Portugal were expelled from 

African membership and similarly reduce Britain and France were reduced 

to the status of "associa te members". These at least cleared the official track 

only to the newly independent African countries (Wallertein: 57). Then, there 

followed several meetings between members of different groups. Among 

these were Abdulla Osma n of Somalia was in Ghana in October 1961; Sir 

Abuba ka r Ta fawa Balewa went to Guinea in December of the same year; 

Sekou Toure of Guinea , met Hailesellasie I at Asmara, Ethiopia. In most of 

these meetings the prime agenda was the unification of Africa. Likewise , the 

divisive issues of Alge ria a nd Congo relaxed; Algeria won independence in 

1962 a nd fina lly th e ca pture of Katanga, Congo, by the UN forces tha t 

resulted in the estab li s hme n t of pro Lubu mba gove rnmen t brought the 

Casablanca group to the negotiation table (Aja la : 48). Hence, the 
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Casablanca group met at Cairo to propose for continental confere nce in 

June, 1962. 

4.1.2. The Organization of African Unity (OAU) 

On May 25, 1963, the thirty-two , except Togo and Morocco , ind ependelll 

African states set up at Addis Ababa the Organization of Africa n Unity (OAU) 

(Aj a la : 53). The absen ce of Togo is rela ted to the assassination of president 

Olymipio on January 13, 1963 by opposition militant groups (Wallerstein: 

64); and boycotted becau se of Morocco against the Mauritanian presence. 

The main concern of OAU was to bring the a ntagonis tic groups together, as 

Hoskyns indicated its aim was "to bring all states together ra ther tha n to 

establish stringent condition 0 f membership" (H oskyns : 366). However , 

most of the finally agreed objectives and principles a re related to the 

Brazzaville group. Thus, the objectives of the Ca sablanca group were 

abandoned. In pa rticular , Nkurma's asse rtion s for political u n ificati on at 

Addis Ababa remained only as s ilhouette . As Henderson a rgues. 

When the OAU ellsh'llled itself, it s raisoll d'e tere was harried 
notion of the insoluble national sovereignty of its cons tituent 
s tates within their colollial boundaries. Pan-Africallism as a 
practical political philosophy, in the continent at least, d ied at 
Addis Ababa s ummit. The OAU was not to be an instrument for 
Pan-African federation. (Henderson, 1995:93) 

The OAU had four ma in bodies. These were the Assembly of Head s of states 

and governments; the council of Minis ters; the General secretariat; and the 

Commission of Mediation, Conci lia tion and Arbitration (Ajala 69). The later 

however was never set up, due to th e opposition from the Heads of states "to 

create strong bureaucracy at OAU headquarter" (Tordoff, 1997: 281). In 

addition, the organ iza tion set up spec ial commissio ns that included the 

economiC and social , educa ti on a nd cultura l, health , sanitat ion a nd 

nut rition, deference, and sc ientific , tec hn ical, research, tra n sportation. Th e 

main objectives of the OAU were 

Promotion of unity and solidarity among African states, 
coordination and intens ification of cooperation between the 
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states in their efforts to achieve a better life for the people of 
Africa, defiance of sovereignty, territorial integrity and 
independence of Afn'can states; eradication of all forms of 
colonialism form the continent and promotion of international 
cooperation in accordance with the charter of the UN and the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (OAU Charter, Article 
II) 

The organization adopted the followin g principles to achieve the stated 
objective 

Sovereign equa lity of all member states; non-interference in 
internal affairs; respect for the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of each states and for inalienable right to independent 
existence of peaceful settlement of disputes by negotiations, 
mediation, cancellation of political assassination, as will as of 
s ubvers ive activitie s on part of neighbon"ng states or any state; 
absolu te ded ication to the total e rna11cipalion of the African 
ferrilo n"es lullieh a re still dependent; and affinnation of policy 
of lI on-Ci lignm e nl with regard to all international bloc. (OAU 
Cha rter, Article III) 

OAU experienced chcquered history, Particularly, its early years a re seen as 

a success in coordinating member states and exerting pressure at the UN. 

For instance, all signatories of the OAU went out of the International Labour 

Organization (ILO) after South Africa refused to Nigeria's inclusion, which 

resulted in South Africa's exclusion from ILO . Also, when Portuguese 

resisted to "heed a resolution demanding its exclusion in the name of 

humanity", African states did the same in July, at Geneva, in the 

Internationa l Conference on Education. In the same month Portugal was 

kicked out of ICE, In addition, because of the coordinated African action, in 

Dece mber 1963 , "FAO adopted a motion to refrain from inviting South Africa 

to any regiona l meetin g of international organization." (Wallerstein: 70) 

Likewise , OAU enjoycd some success in setting in ternal disputes as well. 

For exa mple , under OAU auspices, Hailscllassie I successfully mediated the 

border con nict between Algeria and Morocco, in October, 1963. This African 

mediation in North Africa also indicated the North African solidarity 

preference for Africa over the Arab countries. Similarly, Sudan mediated a t 

DarelSelam a cease fire between Ethiopia and Somalia; and in October 

1965, Ethiopia a nd Somalia agreed on a protocol condemning a ll 

'propaganda attack' at Accra. However, at the second Congo crises of 1964, 
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which involved both regional and international powers, OAU failed, which 

marked the beginning of frequent nadir experiences of the organization's 

forty years (Hoskyns: 380-382). 

The limited power the secretariat exercised crippled the organization's 

potential to inf1uence and intervene in various affairs of the members states. 

Like most member sates, the organization also suffered financial difficulties. 

Gradually, the absorption of the Heads of members states in their domestic 

affairs hindered the possible concern they might give to the OAU, and their 

failure led to the "idea of any grandiose joint action" to be abandoned (ibid: 

390). Last but not least, the impetus for continental integration disappeared 

from the African political scene with dwindled number of its advocates at 

governmental level. When one asks, what happened to them, they say 

" ... Some have been depos'd, some slain in war, some haunted by the ghosts 

they have depos'd, some poison'd by their wives, some sleeping killed .. . " 

(Geen and Seidman, 1968 : 17). 

The dominant polit ical discourse afte r the formation of OAU in Africa 

became a "proJcct co-operation at sub regional level between small group of 

states" (Hoskyns: 390). So far, there is no such significant progress in 

consolidating regional organizations despite the presence of numerous 

groupings . Moreover the absolute concentration of power at the head of 

state crushed African intellectual. In tellectualism as Mazrui defines is 'an 

engagement in the realm of ideas, rational discourse and independent 

enquiry" (Mazrui , 2005: 58). This was/is a group that had / has the caliber to 

bring the necessary changes and revive the noble African goals. 

4.1.3 The African Union (AU) 

The African Un ion (AU) is the third in the insti tutional evolution of de 

African unity idea . It is the result of Mohammad Gaddafi's, President of 

Libya, address at the OAU summit in the 1999 Algers, Algeria sumDlil, 
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which ignited the idea of the formation of a new continental organization. 

Gaddafi asserted at the meeting 

I have been accused of being obsessed with the word Union. 
But can you explain to me why, 36 years after creation, our 
ins titution s hou ld s till be called the Organization of Afn'can 
Unit y? What is it waiting for before organizing this unity? 
Now we ore f ree and independen t, it is time to move /onuard, 
we have 110 lillie lo lose. (Ndi-Zambo, 201 :32) 

SubsequenLly, membcr~ agrced to transform the former OAU to African 

Union (AU), which was completed at Durban, South Africa in July, 2002 

(Jacobs and Calland, 2002: 140) . The AU is a product of combination of the 

contemporary challenges the continent is facing as well as the call from the 

new established organizations like: thc African Congress, a Supreme 

Council, Federal Executive, Specialized Executive, Federal Commission, a 

Federal Court of Justice, an African Bank, and African Economic 

Commission etc. 

AU encompasses different new mandates, such as the use of African 

lan guage in thc summit; the principle of interference in the affai r of member 

statcs with ce l-tain condit iona lties such as ge nocide, a mechanism known as 

"peer Rev ie\\''' to evaluate governance in member states (Prah:33) and a plan 

to own a Pan-African stand -by Ra pid Reac tion "force composed of 15,000 

troops by the year 2010" (Murthi:83). 

In order to undertake its various objectives AU set up the following organs 

• The Assembly of Heads of States and the council-as the higher 

authori ty that make final decisions 

• The Executive Commission 

• Pan-African Parliament 

• Economic Social and cultural Council (ECOSOCC) 

• Peace and Security Council and othe rs . 
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The AU surely has Lhc pote ntial to accom plish the s truggle that started 

during ind ependence, if it fo llows the proper path and is able to rally the 

necessary willingness of different actors in and outside the continent. Its 

predecessor was a n intergovernmental body; whose resolutions were not 

legally binding on its members. In its life time of a round 40 years OAU saw 

the total eradication of colonialism and a partheid from Africa, which are 

great achievements . However , the other problems of the continent remain 

the same a nd even worse a fter the formation of the OAU . 

As its found ing charters indicated its a im was not to "create a suprana tional 

power". Thus , the OAU had limited capacity to bring different (conf1icting) 

ideas of the me mbe rs together (Ndi-Za mbo, 2001:29-3 1). As Pra h states the 

"OAU only express the wis h to unity; it is a regional association of states" 

(Prah, 2003:3). At the AU foundation summit, di fferent heads of s tates 

expressed their gra titude such a s Boutef1ika's, president of Algeria, " 

this is a key event in the life of the OAU , the African continent and 

interna tional relation s" (Ndi-Zambo: 34). Surely, the Sirte Declaration and 

the forma tion of AU revived a nd brought the Pan-Africanism or African 

continenta l integra tion in to the contemporary political discourse. As 

Muchie stated "Unity is not an act. It is a process, which comes through a 

sustained fostering of communication, conversation, deliberation, dia logue, 

coordina tion, cooperation a nd solidarity" (Muchie, 2003:40). The AU , with 

no doubt, is another phase in Africa that indicates . .. the pa ra meters for 

the pursuit of the ideal of African unity a re cha n ging" (Pra h : 33). The new 

organization like its predecessor "con s ide rs regional economic 

communication as the pillars of continenta l integra tion" (ECA, 2006 : XVI) . 

AU in its s hort history a lready scores a remarkable success in Sudan 

between the Sudan government a nd SPLA ending decades long civil war; 

has a peacekeeping force in Da rfur, Sudan and other places in the 

continent. Funding become one of the biggest problems of the AU like many 
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of its member states. It seems the biggest success of the AU with regard to 

continental integration is the coordination of the "Grand Debate on 

Continental Government" at Accra, Ghana from July 2 to 3, 2007. 

4.1.4 Africa Union's Proposal for Continental Government 

The AU commission set out a grand vis ion in may 2004 for the unification of 

Africa in the "short-te rm by 2007, in the medium-term by 20 15, a nd in the 

long-term by 2030." In addition, the commotion set up a detai led plan of 

action to hasten the unity of Africa (Mathews, 1998 :8). In light of this, AU's 

committee of seven (African Heads of Governments) chaired by Libya, 

Uganda and Nigeria beginning from 2005, proposed for the establishment of 

the 'United States of Africa." the discussion on this issue which was named 

as a 'Grand Debate' held from July 2 to 3, 2007 in Ghana, Accra under the 

chairma nship of the Ghana ian President. 

The proposal set a three phase time frame for the ultimate achievement of 

the United States of Africa' . 

Phase one, from 2007 to 2009, formation of the Union Government. 

Phase two , from 2009 to 20 12, act iva ting the Union Government a nd 

preparing a constitu tio nal framework for the final stages. 

Phase three, from 2012 to 20 15, es tablishment of all necessary structures of 

the United Sta te of Africa at country, regional and continental levels . 

Even if mos t member states continue to give their support to the 'gradualist' 

approach, the states' agreement to discuss the issue is a major step toward 

integration. Besides, there is still no outright rejection of the importance of 

continenta l integration. In fact, most African countries set up regional 

groups in order to facilitate regional integration as a prelude for the ul timate 

achievement of African un ity . 
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4 . 1.5 African Economic Community (AEC) 

The Abuja Treaty of 199 1 set up the African Economic Community (AEC) 

wh ich c mbodics the African unity idea with emph asis on economic sphere. 

AEC was a ~uccessor of the 1980 Lagos Plan of Action (Mkwzalamba and 

Emmanuel, 2007 : 13). The Abuja came in to force theoretically in 1994. Its 

main objectives is to establish the African Economic Community by the year 

2025, wiLh the a im of ma king "Africa a vital p layer in the global economic 

relations" (Cheru: 122). The Abuja Treaty created a superanational authority 

over the different regional economic organizations and "even makes 

provisions for suction against member states which do not conform to its 

stipulations" (Ndi-Zambo: 35). 

The EAC is expected to hasten the economic integration of Africa and 

function side by side with the continental political organizations. The Lome 

36111 Ordinary summit of the OAU was aimed a t reducing the over lapping of 

power between OAU a nd Abuja. The performance of the Abuja treaty is 

determined by the activity of to regional eco nomic groups. (ibid:) 

4 .2 . Regional Economic Communities (RECs) 

RECs are one of the manifestations of the African u n ity idea. Today, Africa 

is rich in regional groups. Some see the presence of this large number of 

regional groups itself as a major obstacle to achieve their u ltimate goals i.e. 

continental integration. Africa with in its five regions based on Abuja Treaty 

of 1991 '- Eastern, Southern, Central, Western and Northern Africa has 14 

regional groups. These are East African Community (EAC) and 

Intergovernmental Authority on Development (lOAD) in the East; in the 

Southern Africa we have Southern African Development Community (SADC), 

the Southern Africa Customs Union (SACUl. the Indi an Ocean Commission 

(IOC) and with East and Central Africa the region shares the Common 

Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA). In the Central Africa. 

Economic Community of Oreat Lakes Countries (ECOLC) with Central 
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African Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC) a lso the Community 

of Central African States (ECCAS). In the Western pa rt there a re Economic 

Community of West African States (ECOWAS) with West African Economic 

and Monetary Union (UEMOA), the Mana River Union (MRU) and the 

Communi ty of Sahel-Saharan States (CEN-SAD). In the North, the Arab 

Magreb Union (UMA) (ECA 2006 :45). Most of the groups "intended to serve 

as ra llyin g pivots for the to ta l economic integration of the continent" 

Besides, there a re around two hundred ECA directed non governmental 

organizations (NGOs) (Ch eru , 2002: 127). However , these economic schemes 

are far behind in meeting the Abuj a Treaty's objectives i.e. creating 

(prepa red to c reate) an African Economic Com munity (ECA:4S). They a lso 

have the ir own uniq ue charac ters, thu s we will see some of the vital sub­

regiona l groups briefly. 

4.2.1 East African Community (EAC) 

In the 1890s Britain's plan to con stru ct a ra ilway linking what is today 

Uganda and Kenya is seen as a first s tep toward integration in the region. 

The colonia l power also set up, in 1948, a secretariat to administer Kenya, 

Uganda and Tanzania (the la ter became under British mandate (occupation) 

a fter World War First) called East Africa n High Commission. This 

Commission lasted until 1961 and gave way to East African Common 

Se rvices Organization (EACSO) (Hazelwood, 1967:71). EACSO is responsible 

"for the fo rma tion and dircction of policy in specified fields" such as posts 

and telegraphs, ra ilways a nd harbor, a ir ways and currency. It was accused 

several times for having inequitable distribution of benefits in favor of Kenya 

which dominated the inter-territorial trade (Todeff, 1997 :266). Even if there 

was a "high degree of integration of the three economies, there was no 

genera l ha rmonization of economic policy". Thus, ministerial discussion was 

set to regulate the common market established at Ka mpala, Uganda, in 

April 1964 (Hazelwood 94-95). However, the Kampa la Agreement did not 

produce th e expected ch a nge, as a result Ta nzania imposed, in 1965 a nd 
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1966, a 'unilateral import restriction against Kenyan products' (Tordoff: 

266). To sort ou t their differences members met again at Kampala to form 

what is called the Kampala Treaty on June 6, 1967. This treaty established 

the East African Economic Community (EAC) (ibid: 267) . It was officially 

launched in December, 1967 with the a im 

To strengthen and regulate the industrial, commercial and 
other relations of the parties and states to the end that there 
shall be accelerated, harmonious and balanced development 
and sustained expansion of economic activates the benefits 
where of shall be equitable shared (Kasekende and Ngeno, 
] 999 .'155) 

E:AC la sted [0 1' ncarly len yca rs a nd was ab le to set up a common market 

a nd common lcgitimate scrvice. The community also established a common 

exte rnal tariff a nd excise duties and a lso built instructions to meet these 

demands like the East African Development Bank (EADB). The mam 

objective of the EADB was "to promote industria l development in the 

community" (Kasekende and Ngeno 155). The EAC was one of the few most 

advanced integration schemes in Africa "(Kasaj ia: 27) a nd was seen as "a 

model for the way toward an African economic Union (Kasekende and 

Ng'eno: 160), but it failed in 1977. 

The reason s for EAC's fa ilure a re a mbiguous. One reason appears to be the 

pol itical leaders' relu cta nce to deal with the institutional problems EAC was 

facing. Thi s is some how related to the animosity developed between J ulies 

Nyrere of Tan zania and ldi Amin D'ada of Uganda. From economic point of 

view, thc E:AC's ma in cha llenges were rela ted to transportation sec tor such 

as in East African railways, E:ast African Ai rways and East Africa Harbor. [n 

addition, Tanzania's weakness to na rrow the economic imbalance, 

contributed for the countries reluctance to con tinue in the community 

(i bid: 160). [n general, the main source for the collapse of East African 

Communi ty seems uneven distribution of benefits, institutiona l difficulties, 

poli tico- ideological factors and external dependency. 
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The incentive to revive the legendry EAC came in 1984. However, during this 

period the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern Africa (PTA) 

served as instrument in the region granting continued relation. The PTA was 

a produc t of UNECA "long term sub-regional strategy." It was set up In 

October , 1977, but heads of states of the governments who agreed late at 

Lusaka, Zambia, on December 2 1, 1981. PTA was la rge in s ize having 

around 16 partners i.e. Burundi, Comoros, Djibouti , Ethiopia, Kenya, 

Leso tho , Ma law i, Mauritius , Mozambiqu e , Rwanda, Swaziland, Tanzania, 

Uganda , Soma lia, Zambia a nd Zimbabwe. As a prelude, the PTA put 'free 

trade area, custom union a nd a common market', as the initia l s tep to the 

formation of economic community; it "combines a market integra tion 

approach (trade liberalizing measures i.e. reduction of tariff barriers and 

custom facili tation)" with a production integration approach (common 

projects in the agricultural, industrial and transport and communization) 

(Ma rtin: 83). It's membership is now extended to include Angola, Eritrea, 

Madagascar, Na mibia, Seychelles, Sudan, Botswana, South Africa and 

Za ire. One of the ma in treaties of PTA is an idea to create an Economic 

community for Eastern and Southern African states. Hence, a common 

Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) was officia lly set up as a 

rirst stcp in Dccembcr 1993 ror E:conomic Community of Africa (Kasekende 

and Ng 'cno : 163). 

4.2.2 Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) 

COMESA is formerly known as PTA for Eastern and Southern Africa. 

PTA was set up 1981 "to promote development of its member states projects 

and programs, and encouraging cooperation in a ll fields of economic 

activity". In 1992 PTA transformed into COMESA having- Burundi Comoros, 

Djibouti , Ethiopia, Swazila nd, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia a nd Zimbabwe. 

There is a significant dirference a mong members of the sub-region both in 
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terms economic a nd physical s ize. COMESA established hopping "to 

intens ify the economi c in tegration a nd development of member cou ntries by 

a llowing the free movement of pe rsons, goods, services and capital with in 

the region by JI1 creasing the production of competitive goods and 

Improving transportation a nd communication network". The principle the 

sub-regiona l group utilize to attain its objective in through "trade ac tivities 

that include tariff a nd non-tariff concession s, market surveys, trade 

information, dissemination, trade promotion activities, trade facilitation and 

interaction of the business community of the sub-region" (Cheru: 142). 

COMESA has seen "progress in coordinating activates in sub-sectors of 

metallurgy, engineering, chemicals a nd agro-based and building materials 

and industries" (Amoako, 2000: 184) 

Large economic disparity among members is the main challenge in 

the CO MESA that brou ght fear a nd suspicion of over domination by Kenya 

a nd Zimbabwe which rc la tively have adva nced indus tries. In addition, its 

policy of 'Rules of origin ' wh ic h is harsh for most members to adhere and 

South Africa's refusa l to join is a major' blow to COMESA's confidence and 

credibility'. Besides the community is losing m embers or partners are 

leaving COMESA to SADC like Tanzania. In this sub-region the process of 

trade liberalization is very low and members a re often accused of failing to 

formulate and implem en t policies at a national level on time. The other 

impediment for in tegration in the region is backward communication 

facilities that limit information exchange, poor infrastructure, shortage of 

skilled huma n power, extended bureaucracy, different ru les in each partner 

state complicated the integration process (Cheru, ibid). In order to overcome 

the problem in informat ion transfer COMESA set up the Automated System 

for Customs Declara tion (ASYC UDAj, and the Trade Information Network 

(TINET) (Amoako: 184). TINET was established in 1995, which setup a 

national focal point in each mem ber s tate that a re "responsible for collecting 

nationa l trade-rela ted data and for disseminating informa tion distributed by 
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the central unite of TINET to the respective n ational organizations and 

private sector operators" (Cheru: 144) 

Recently, COMESA's nine partners Egypt, Djibouti, Kenya, 

Madagascar, Malawi, Marituies, Sudan, Zambia and Zimbabwe are agreed 

to embark on ambitious union i,e , currency union , They have around 170 

million populations and US$ 128 billion capital, the other members joining 

such project is uncertain, First, it is known the region is conflict ridden in 

which most members experience either domestic difficulties in the area of 

place a nd security or arc in interstate disputes, 

4 .2.3 The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) 

The West African 15 countries (later 16) governments and heads of states, 
on May 28, 1975 established the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) at Lagos, Nigeria (Ukeje, 2005: 143), Members of ECOWAS 
a re Benin, Burkina Faso, Ivory coast, Cape Verde, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea , 
Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania (withdrew in 200 2), Niger, Nigeria, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo (Martin:74) , In general, the ECOWAS treaty 
encompasses a wide range of economic and recently security and 
governance sectors, Specifically the various protocol s of the community aim 
at 

Progressive elimination of custom duties and charges; the abolition of 
quantitative and administrative restrictions on trade among the member 
states ; the establishment of a common custom tariff and commercial 
policies forward third cotmtn'es; the removal of obstacles to the free 
movement oj persons, services and capital; the harmonization of the 
aglicullural policies and promotion of common projects in the members 
stales not.ably in the fields oj marketing. research, and agro industrial 
enlerpn'ses; the harmonization of economic and industrial policies of 
member states and the elimination of disparities in the level of 
development of member states: the harmonization of a fund for monitory 
policy; and the establishment of a fund for cooperation, compensation and 
development. (U/ceje: /46) 

At its inception to meet these grand projects, partners set several 

organizations including the Council of Ministers ; the Tribunal of the 

Community; the External Auditor; the Technical and Specialized 

Commission and the Executive Secretariat (ibid) . ECOWAS is a response to 

the changing world political economic discourse, which affected the member 

s tates especially in the years after the mid-1 970s oil hike, In addi tion the 

various groupings outside the continent like EU and their own economic 
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vulnerability and weakness individuallv encouraged the West African 

countries to con front the world in a united front. In general, "both internal 

a nd external fa ctors and events c learly served as a wake- up call for political 

leader s in West Africa" which were la te to develop a region a l group since 

their failure a t the time to the great leaders i.e. Nkrumah, Touris (Ukeje: 

141). 

In 1993, members of ECOWAS revised their Treaty a nd set what is called 

the Revised Treaty of Economic Community of West Africa n State at 

Continuo, Benin. In the revised t reaty members expressed their 

commitment to c reate strong regional committee aimed at 

Co-operation Clnd int egration, leading to the establishment of an economic 
WIlD/! ill Wes t AJi-iCCl 111 Dreier to raise the living standards of its peoples, and 
fa IIIn inlmll Ollr! e nhallce ec:vllOll1ic sfC/oilily, foster relation s among members 
.s /n le." nllll c(Jlllri/JIIle /() 1I,e progress of develojJment of the African 
cOll rillelll.(Sesoy, 2005: 191'1) 

The 'new' ECOWAS is expected by the UNECA to absorb the differen t sub­

regiona l communities in the region (ECA, 2006 :47). The Abuja Treaty also 

se t ECOWAS as a potential sole integration scheme in West Africa (M ' Bet, 

1999 :84). Likewise, currently ECOWAS "has been more ac tivist as a 

peacekeeping force tha n a va ngu a rd for economic ch ange" (Mazrui, 

2005:65) . This is particula rly s ignificant becau se the region frequently 

experiences political unres t. Major examples include: Liberia in April of 

1980; Ghana in December 198 1, Burkina Faso in August 1983 and October 

1987; Nigeria in Dece mber 1983, augus t 1985 a nd November 1993; Mali in 

March 1996; Niger in J anuary 1996 (Tordoff: 269), Ivory Coast in 2006. 

These frequent co nflicts interrupt viable integration process. To th is end, 

ECOWAS partners signed a pro tocol on Democracy and Good Governance in 

October, 200 I at Darker, Senegal (Sesay : 197) in an attempt to "fi nd new 

role in a turbulent s ubco ntinent" (Mazrui: 73). The community's activity to 

secure peace and secu ri ty wi ll contribute to enhance economic coo pera tion 

amon g member states . However, ECOWAS often criticized as over a mbitious 

that fa il recogn ize its capability (M. Bet: 70) and its members backwardness. 
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4.3 Challenges to Regional Integration in Africa 

These regional groupings and IOOs have contributed very little as far as 

regional integration is concerned, The problems these various organizations 

a re fa cin g is more or less si milar. Cheru, identified s ix major cha llenges with 

['egard lO the failure of rcgional inlegration in Africa, "Lack of pol itical wi ll to 

sLicceed" and "un i'clvo m ble lega l environmental, weak institution and 

inadequate infrastructure" are the fir st two, As Cheru indicated lack of 

'po litical will ', corruption and exhaustive bureaucratic networks a re one of 

the main sources of problems that inhibit efficient integration, eme rgence of 

investors and harmoniou s relations among importa n t economic actors, Also 

the presence of d isputes, which often ended in a rms confrontation, limi ted 

the progress of regional organizations, Simila r ly, most of the governmen ts 

are not willing to hand essential power to regional schemes, Besides, "the 

econom ic cooperation and integration schemes adopted in Africa to date 

have been replicas of schemes designed to suit advanced market 

economi es', For example, the Abuja ac tion plan as Cheru states is "a carbon 

copy of the institutional fra mework of the European Community", wh ich 

doesn't re nec t the African reality in various spheres and regions, that makes 

the implemenlat ioll process so co mpli cated and often in effective, In many 

Afr ican s tates , problems in "impol'l controls and exports licensing customs 

hold ups, restrictive excha nge controls and a complicated system of 

documentation" are common (Cheru: 128-130), Moreover, some small and 

weak states become members to a number of regional groups in order to 

"maximize perceptib le or imperceptible gains from groups they join," This 

ove rlappin g is a major problem, on average 95% of the African states a re 

members of more than one regional economic group, Thi s has a 

considerable impact on the ability of the communities to function effectively , 

MUltiple memberships reduce loyalty that result in low program 

(performance) an d inadequate payment to the institutions" , most of 

African s tates join different economic com munities mainly not because of 
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11](' IlCT! 'ssil \ Ilr t,(,() ll () lll .\ 1'; llh c r for pol ili c;d ;lnct strnt('gic reason s" (ECA, 

200652 -53) 

Third , the exc hange rate of Africa is ve ry low due to high dependency on 

prima ry products for export i.e. "vu ln erabili ty due to high commodity 

depende nce". Cheru a rgues the h igh f1uctuation on the price of African 

products a nd limited access for African exports 'resulted in stagnation in 

the deve lopment endeavor of integration schemes in Africa.' Likewise, the 

post Lome Convectio n s igned by Europe a nd Africa, exte nded to include all 

deve loping cou lltrics , reduced the Africa n exclusive (preferential) access to 

l~ llropeG n markets , and the WTO extended rounds, put each African 

('(H lnIIY 1(' t '11g<l gC in bilateral agrecnlcnts with the big powers which 

pre SSlIr, ;h, · "c'·Cjl t' II KC or cO l1ciitiona lil1 cs li ke AGOA. 

I?ounh , inte r-Afr ican tra de is very low. African co untries' ma in trade 

partners s Li11 a rc form er co lonial powers which Cheru na med "unbreaka ble 

colon ial tra de links." This is facilitated through fina n cia l a nd physical 

infrastructures made by colonial powers. In addition, the 'African 

consumers have become captives of goods produced in Europe tending to 

look down on goods produced locally.' Thi s retarded the potential to c reate a 

strong regiona l economy. 

Fifth , "poor and inadequate transport a nd commu n ication networks" 

betwee n anci within most poo r African countries are one of th e main fac tors 

that inhibit integl-ati on bc twcen states . The construction of 'transportation 

I1 c t\\,OI ·I« IS \ crv expc ns ivc a l1d time co nsum ing. For poo r African cou ntries 

<Inri Ihelr I ( ; ()s II IS lllosll\· d ifficu lt to Ill vcst the ir limited capital Oil long 

I cr m l)I"o.l l T t s. 

Last , Afr ica has bec n los in g a round 20 ,000 professionals to the West eve ry 

year s ince 1990 (Ze leza, 2005: 209) this caused a widespread s hor tage of 

skilled huma n resources, which has "an enormous impact on the 
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functioning of institutions of higher learning, industry and enterprise" 

(Cheru: 13 1) . 

S ince inde pendence Arrican poli cy-maker"s a nd aca demicians a gree on the 

s igniri ca nce or continenta l integra t ion ror sustaina ble development a nd 

last ing peace in Arrica. Howeve r. th e debate on the 'level, stra tegy , scope of 

cooperation and ultimate goal or in teg ra tion ' is s ti ll ra ging (Martin: 69). In 

the period rrolll the inde pende nce or Gha na in 1957 until the rorma tion of 

OAU in 1963, th e impetus for politrcal unifica tion before economlC 

integration co mpa ratively was very high in th e history of independent Africa. 

Neverthe les s , the establishment of the OAU marked the triumph of the 

gradualis t approach to African unity i.e. econ omic integration as a prelude 

ror political unity. Thus, the continen t became maze of regional economic 

groups. AU's obj ectives have no significant difference from its predecessor in 

this sph ere. To this end, the Abuja Trea ty, Article 88 remains dominant in 

organ izing d iffe re nt communitie s . These include: 

The IIfricon Economic Community will be establis hed by coordinating, ha17nonlzing 
nnd lIllegraling the regional economic cO l1l llw nities' activities . 
MClI1hers lU i" proll/ole regiollnl economic communities integration a ctivities ge(lred 
/nlllfl!"ri (1('111('/111/(/"1(' l\(n('(l1/ ('COIIO ll lie COII " lIl/lIity's objective. 
A/emh"I:::' 11'11/ CI)()/'Ilulf lll' Clnd hU,.,f/o/IIZt II,ei,- (l ctillilies tllrD ugh their respecl/ue 
l"eUlOllol eCOIlOIIII(' COlIlll// llltlle",. 

The l'l;"c(l1/ ECOIlOIl/IC COlIl/l/ll/lIly 15 reSl lI Jll.sible Jo r coordina tmg, hanllonizlllg Cl lld 

euo {uu!lIl[j the regiolla! economic communit ,es ' activity . (ECA: 13 1) 

The tra ns formation from economic integra tion to a politica l union reqUires 

series of phases th a t include developing "preferential trade a rea then to free 

trade area, custom union, common ma rket, economic union and finally 

political union" (Cheru: 124). So far, the per formance of the majority of 

regional economic groups and continema l agents either in reaching their 

s tated goal or time table is disappointing. Trade between African countries 

is s till very m inimal, a nd relation be tween regional communities is not 

efrec tively coo rdin a ted. The rece nt initiati ves of AU and Abuja Treaty aim a t 

improving these situations. 
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The quest for African Unity goes back to over a century. The African struggle 

for solidarity, integration, common trade policy and protection of their 

in terest is growin g. Th e road toward African unity and a true fre edom is not 

an easy one, but it is <1 st ru ggle that must be fought. The ideal of unity has 

undergone, frolll its inccption, thmugh three major institutional stages. 

The AU's proposal for the establishment of the United States of Africa is 

among the most importa n t ones. If there is a strong political commitment, 

African countries could start from a minimum threshold toward unity, 

because integration is a "process not an act." The fact that the AU member 

states met to discuss this proposal by itself is a 'great leap forward." 

80 



5.1 Challenges 

CHAPTER FIVE 

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

There a re ma ny problem s the African continental unity discourse faces 

wh ich arc widc , interrelated and often as sociated with economIc 

backwa rdn ess a nd pol itical decay of thc con tin ent. The iss ue of in tegration 

in Africa s hould be seen as a means of creating a better economic , social, 

and poli tical a nd sec urity a tmos phere that could restore African identity 

and gra nt the people of Africa true freedom and a prosperous future. The 

sources of the problems that appear to inhibit the progress of integration 

mainly date back to the colonial period. But there a re also numerous factors 

that arise from recent global phenomena that seem to de lay the process of 

integration, coupled with internal weakness. 

5.1.1 External Challenges 

The contemporary African condition, relation and role in the world are 

la rgcly the rcs ult of its long his torica l interaction with the international 

com munity . Slave trade a nd colonia li s m appear a t the forefront in 

u ndc r'stand ing a s wc ll a s describing the na ture of Africa 's rela tion with the 

outs id e wo rld . Brie fly, th e s lave trade tha t saw large forceful movemen t of 

Africans to the Western Hemis phere ha s had dreadful consequences on the 

socio-economic and political status of the continent, because it wa s targeted 

on able bodied - young people. This act which continued for nearly three 

centuries fo rced Africa n societies to face depletion of population. The slave 

trade on one hand contributed for the development of the Western world by 

providing labor, market ... cheaply; yet for Africa it was responsible for 

deprivation of societies' population, degrading African humanity and 

suffering, aggravating conflict between tribes and affecting the agricultura l 

production , co nsequently it made Africa more vulnerable for the subsequent 

occupation . 
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5.1.1.1 Colonial Legacy 

Colonia lism is th e roo t cause for most of Africa's problems. Among the 

several dreadful co nseque nces of coloniali sm: It denied Africans poli tical 

power a nd "rc movcd thcm form hi s tOly" Thus, the problem of leaders hip is 

a major con ce rn for most Afri ca n sta tes tod ay . The colonial powers marked 

'bounda ries without creating the economic, political and social conditions 

necessary [or consolidation' (Cheru: 36). This resulted in the break up o[ 

regiona l ethnic groups which forced them to "cohabit with other ethnic 

groups within a rtificial borders o[ the new state" (Ibid: 193). Hence, one of 

the ma in ch a llenges for the integration of A[rica becomes the protracted 

ethnic confli c ts, irredentist claims and secessionist movements which are 

sti ll part and parcel of Africa 's political discourse . The fragmentation of 

African people a nd socie ties into 'pieces' inhibited a possible development of 

large, economica lly strong and politically powerful states which would have 

the potentia l to influence the in ternational political economy. Besides 

"colo n ia li sm cu lm ina ted In the d istortion, disarticula tion and 

underde ve lop ment of Afri cCi n eco nomi cs and soc ieties" (Rugumamu, 2001:7) . 

The weak sta lus of th e Afri can bourgeoisie is the result o[ colonial economic 

system that benefited th e European trade unions only . This economic 

system a lso hampered the indigenous people from developing a sound 

economy by cutting the prices of their products . In addition the 

'introduction of cash - crop production, created peasants integrated in the 

international economy' (Tordoff: 14) with no power to influence the m arket, 

a nd brought the degradation of traditional African values a nd institutions. 

The cultura l degradation has a lasting impact on th e socio-economic 

dynamics of today 's Africa. 
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5.1.1.2 Dependency 

Africa 's present cond ition seem nowhere near to have the potentia l to assert 

its social, politica l or economic will , including integration, in the 

international stage. In terms of sta tus , Africa is the poorest continent today; 

around 46. 8 percent (200 1) of the Sub-Saharan Africa n population live in 

extreme poverty. Pove rty and other developmenta l impediments made the 

continent highly depe nd ent on the global com mu nity . The problem fo r 

integration a ri se when African co untries arc com pe lled to follow the rules of 

thc donor or leader countries a nd institutions that often set preconditions 

which discourage a nd contradict the integra tion process in the continent. 

Even though Africa's reliance on the outside world is growing from time to 

time, the assistance it u sed to acquire is rapidly declining. For instance 

"between 1990 and 1998, Official Development Assistance (ODA) fe ll by one 

third in real te rms" (Rugumamu, 2001: 32-33). 

Some of the fac tors associa ted with the reduc tion in the flow of aid to Africa 

include the donor states' declining in terest in Africa, because of the end of 

the Cold War a nd the a batement of sociali sm as a th reat. In the post Cold 

War era, the main priority of the Wo rld powe rs ha d become 'Terrorism '. 

Moreove r, the idea of hum an solidarity and the promotion of human rights 

gave way to liberal ism and democratization. EU, the major Africa partner, 

shifted its inte re st to n ew program, EU expa nsion, a nd gave priori ty to the 

East a nd Central European states. Even if Africa despe ra tely needs more 

aid, as Rugumamu describes after the Cold Wa r, developed countries 

"rather than increasing the quality and quantity of a id to the poor" focused 

their a ttention on "domestic and regiona l issues, such as fac ilitating the 

tran sition of the former socialist s ta tes to market economies" and 'terrorism ' 

(ibid:33). Opponents of foreign a id, on the oth er h and , took this redu ction in 

the flow of a id a s a n opportunity to get rid of short term planning. As they 

a rgue, th is will pave the way for "private investm ent and commercia l loans 

fl'h6.lil MIQ ('-t it;"·.;. I 
~/~' oIIIInJr~~\~:;'· 

~:u~e..1(l .:..3 A.BA u"Z~: · . ~R:-n ,...r , 
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in stimulating long term economic growth" (ibid). Besides, the so called 

foreign aid will no more serve despotic rulers to resume the exploitation of 

Africa and disruption of peace and security. During, th e Cold War era many 

dictators used to receive a id from either Western or Eastern bloc only for 

Lheir purpose of saLi s ly ing the geopolitical and economic strategy of the 

donor sLaLes. Th e s horLage of this a id was one of the m a in causes behind 

the dow nfa ll of d iffercnL rcgim es in Afri ca such as Mobutu Sesseseko of 

Zaire (now Congo / Kinshasa), S iad Baire of Soma lia, Mengistu H/ Mariam of 

Ethiopia etc .... Foreign aid in Africa, in general served to keep allies in 

power during the Cold War; on the other hand the poor economic condition , 
forced African countries to comply with the rules of the donor countries, 

leaving aside the integration process that will grant a lasting peace and , 

sustainable development in the continent. Individual African countries find 

it difficult to break this cycle of dependency; in the meantime, by accepting 

aid and assistance African governments a re widening the gap between 

societies in the na me of 'terrorism' or so. 

Be that a s it may, in mos L African countries, current fore ign policy is 

direc ted tow<lrc!s ;1tt rac ting forc ign a id and these sLates a re more a nd more 

willin g Lo acce pt Lh e va r'ious cond itional ties imposed by the donors. 

However , the flow of a id is declining and this affected Africa greatly because 

"it was on the poorest countries, with the share of aid going to low income 

countries falling from 45 percent to 28 percent in 1996" (ibid:34). This not 

only disrupted the poor African economics, but also it is incompatible to the 

Western rhetoric and plan of poverty reduction. Africa's dependency on 

technology, food, technical assistance . . . on the Western world is one of the 

major challenge against the integration project. It also inflicted rivalry 

among African countries to win the so called a ids and loa ns. 

The competition Lo ge L the limited a id a mong African counties is getting 

intense, thu s mos t countries a re forced to adopt foreign a id oriented foreign 
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policy which "have spawned se rous implications for the continent 's foreign 

policy a nd in te rna tional diplomacy in general" (Akokapri, 2001:5) and 

African unity in particular. International aid covers in many African 

counties "half or more of the total investment" (Rugumamu:33). Because of 

such shameful dependency Africa has lower status and disappointing 

relation with the outside world, which indirectly crippled the integration 

process. 

Afri ca 's re la tion with the international community is best described as a 

vertical re la tion , in which Africa usually adhere and compel. African 

countrics lost the ir re la t ively favo rable bargaining position, which they used 

to c njoy during the Cold War , recently. Africa 's influence in the UN and 

other inte rnation a l conferences has gon e with the collapse of the soviet bloc . 

The USSR a n d severa l of Central and Eastern European, then socialist 

states , used to give their support and set agendas to tackle African 

problems in major international forums. However, in the current unipolar 

world this does not seem possible, for instance, even though the World 
.1 

Trade Organization (WTO) was established to support developing countries, 

African countries are not benefiting from its exhaustive rounds rather "the 

benefit of the WTO go to a few powerful nations, under the guise of 

'democracy', 'openness' and a 'neutral secretariat" (Jawara and Kwa: 269). 

WTO a nd th e other in tern a tiona l fin a ncial institutions (IFIs) are now the 

most impor tan t veh icles through which developed states build relations with 

African s lates . WTO gives immen se prio ri ty to the needs of the multinational 

co rporations (MNCs) over hu ma n a nd labor rights (ROPE, 2005: 163- 167). 

These IF'l s a re powerful in dete rmining th e fl ow of aid and loans ; however, 

they en co urage African countries to formulate policies destined to serve 

transna tional corporations (TNCs) in exchange for foreign direct investment 

and aid. These institutions' unfa ir treatment, biased protectionist laws an,d 

draconian demands are the main obstacles that hinder the African attempt 

to alleviate poverty as well as ensure unity, Besides, the end of the Cold War 
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reduced most African countr ies' geopoli tical and economic signi ficance lJ1 

the eyes or "major" Western powe rs and other globa l actors" to the level of 

'irrelevance ' (Rugu mamu:4). Thus, the balkanization of Africa fro m 

international trade, fo reign direct investment, science a nd technology a nd 

globa l regionali sm is a n imminen t threat tha t endangers millions of African 

lives. 

5.1.1.3 International Regionalism 

Africa's absence from the process of worid regionalism is one of the 

impedimen ts for its objective of continental unity. Africans ' pursuit toward 

integration is hampered main ly due to its exclus ion from international 

regionalis m. Regionalism cu rrently becomes one of the peculiar aspec ts of 

globali zation. Regional in tegra tion or regionali sm "is not new, it has been a 

continuin g pa r-t of the post World War II trade la n dscape" (Asante, S.K.8; 

1997: I) Asan te expla ins the reason for the new trend of regiona lism as a 

prod uct o f. 

Til," w lwersiolt' of the US to the regiollal approach; the emergellce of 
regiollal arrallgemellts amollg illdustrial alld developillg COUll tries; 
alld all apparellt move away from illward-oriellted towards more 
outward-oriellted arrallgemellt amollg developillg coullties, 
particularly the West. (Ibid) 

Growing numbers of regional blocs serve their pa rtners "with gu aranteed 

access to large markets", while poor, non-member countries, like those in 

Africa suffer from the loss of access to worid market in trading blocs . It is 

common sense for Africa to develop such a bloc that will "have a role to play 

in relaunchin g development a nd growth in Africa and to improve the 

econom ic ouLiook in the continent" (Ibid). The integration fac tors a re mostly 

related to th e "international economic rela tions, driven by economic 

mechanisms , but freque ntly with politica l objectives as the underlying 

motive ro r'ce" ( l,ugumanu: 2 1). 

Modern regional in tegrations are the results of a popular thinking that "by 

widening the ma rkets a nd enha ncing trade expan s ion, regiona l trade 
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arrangements result in enh a ncing the division of labor , improving efficiency, 

encouraging competition, product specialization and entrepreneurial skill 

development" (ibid). Efficient regional integration for Africa will enable it to 

cut the 'cost of industrialization by exploiting economics of scale' as well as 

"induce higher levels of productivity that would not otherwise be possible 

wi thin the co nfines of individua l small domestic markets" (ibid). In the 

No rthern Hemis ph ere the es tabli shment of the European Union (EU) which 

is a model regard to regiona li s m , necessitated for the formation i.e. US, 

C;ln<lcl;l ;11111 Mcxico Nl\ r'~1'1\ \\ ', IS the resu lt of los ing marke t access and 

co m petition in the E:uropcan Un ion or "for tress of Europe". In the Southern 

Hemisphere the reform in Latin American economic discourse brought the 

Latin America n In tegration Association (LAIA) . Moreover, the Central 

American Common Market (CACM), the Adean Community (AC), the 

Caribbean Economic Community (CARl COM), Asia Pacific Free Trade Areas 

(APFTA), Sou th Asia Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) , a nd 

South Pacific Forum (FORUM) (ibid:22) are examples of the dominance of 

regionalism in today's economic relation in the world. 

In s pite of th e genera l acceptance by different parts of the world and the 

presence of arou nd 14 economic communities in Africa, Africa's progress 

towa rd crfcctive regional is m is di sappointing. It is now an open secret that 

most of the grou pings a rc ine ffective, and some even exist only in name, 

because leade rs of Afr ica "neglected to condu ct in depth evolutions of the 

potential impact of joining a regional bloc". As discussed in the last chapter 

the progress achieved in promoting Africa's integration efforts in the period 

afte r independence "has been uneven at best and unimpressive a t worst" 

(ibid:23). The formation of different blocs in different parts of the world for 

both economic and security purpose with globalization, pose a "new threats 

to African countries to unprecedented vulnerability". It was in response to 

those major threats that African governments set up the African Economic 

Community (AEC) at Abuja in 1991. The Abuj a Treaty was des igned to 
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create a commo n African ma rket, parliament, Centra l Bank, Monetary Fund 

a nd Fede l-al co urt. in 34 ycars (J(asekende a nd Ng'e no, 1999). 

There is a growin g competition in the world between different regional 

groups. Tod ay the lion share of the world economy revolves a round the th ree 

economIc communities named as the Triad . These regiona l groups; 

Eu ropean Union (EU), North American Free Trade Area (NAFTA) and Asia 

Pacific Economic cooperation (APEC) a re "deeply integra ted in te rims of their 

geo-proximity, investm ent, technology, trade a nd security co-ordination" in 

expa nding their econ omy and becoming powerful. As a result most schola rs 

agree tha t any economic region s su ccess in the interna tiona l economy is 

dete rmined by its level of association or proximity (engagem en t) to the Triad 

region, 'unless Africa accelerates the pace a nd inten sity of in tegra tion 

process , the capacity of individual countr ies to in fluen ce the global 

development age nd a is a bsolu tely limited" (Ru gumamu: 24) . Any given 

COLlIlln· ·s (lI· I·cglon develo pm enl age nda is now set by the tr iad, nearness 

a nd link to these regions means possible rapid economic developmell t. 

Regiona l d istribution of FDI indicates , that in 1996 developed counties 

inves ted US$ 295 billion a broad and received US$ 208 billion. The sha re of 

US in thi s was a round 25 percent; EU however rem a ined the 'lar gest host 

and home region, accounting for ha lf FDI flows to developed countries". The 

number one receiver from the developing counties is China around US$ 

42.3 billion (UNCTAD- secretaria t , 2000: 170- 171) . Compa re to Africa Large 

amountof FDI goes to S .E Asia or Latin Am erica. For in s ta nce the world FDI 

increased from US$ 34 .4 billion in 199 1 to US$ 155 billion in 1998 

(Chensinga, 2001 :65), out of which Africa received only US $ 5 bill ion (ibid), 

a s li ght inc rease from 1997 wh ich was US $ 4.7 billion (Markham, 2000: 

<130), ",hcl·c CIS Ch ina a lone s ha re US $ 16 bi llion and Singapore 9 bi llion 

really l\\'icc than the whole of Africa (Chensinga: 65). This "declining level of 

investment have in turn resulted in weak productivity and out put growth, 

which has affected the regiona l capacity to export" (Ma kham: 430). Limited 
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Pl"OducLion and heavy relian ce on impor ted item s mean s reta rda tion of the 

regional econom ic groups Lhat hold back the progress towa rd achieving 

in tegration . 

Never th eless, different schola rs agree tha t the economic rivalry and the 

consolidation of the va rious regional blocs are a major threat for African 

regionalism and ultimate achivement continental integration. The first 

regional grouping that put a huge constraint on African regionalism is the 

European Union (EU). The Union is the world's biggest market with around 

400 million populations, a total of GDP (1994) of US $ 8 trillion, exports 

wor th US $ 680 billion, a nd imports of US $ 708 billion . Africa conducts 

two- thi rd of its trade with the EU. Thus, the strengthening of the European 

Un ion , the expan s ion of the Union a nd its "policies towards other developin~ 

regions" arc main concerns lor Africa (Asan te: 119-1 20). By the same token, 

Africa's trade relation, a id and preferen tia l access in the European countr; es 

ma rket a rc thrcatcned with the consolida lion and expansion of the Unio~: 

The formation of a single EU market resulted in the weakening of the EU -

African trade and collaborations. This is observed wide openly in the 

updated Lome Convention. 

The first Lome Convention was signed in 1975 Lome, Togo. The convention 

set to give African products preferential access to the European market, 

'underpinned by the value of North-South solidarity in the context of 

decolonization ' (Cheru: 28). Bu t, in Februa ry, Ministers of the 71 African, 

Caribbean a nd Pac ific (ACP) counties signed a new Partnership Agreement 

with El.Il"Opcan Union. In Ap ril AC P-EU treaty ha lted th e preferentia l access 

these I-cgions used lO enjoy in the European ma rkets (ibid : 22 ). In other 

words, "EU is now characteri"ed by a m a rked shift from aid to trade as the 

main instruments of coopera tion" as far a s Africa is concerned. This 

indicates the declining Africa 's irrelevance to the EU, because of the 

unequal trade relations, "EU -African economy will undoubtedly impact 
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adversely on the economies of most African counties" (Cheru 28-29). In this 

the post Lome IV ACP-EU Trade agreement revived the unequal relation that 

existed in hi story betwecn the two regions. Today there is a general 

agreement between 'policy makers that economic integration is the fastest 

and surest way of reducin :, poverty in poor countries" , Africa no different. 

But, the cu rren t EU and NAFlA initiatives , set to benefit themselves only 

a nd Ch e l-u indicates: 

Undernulle lhe eXiSlin! , regiona l economic groupings, which African 
cowtlies groupings, wh l 'h African counlies regard as a building block 
of their economic int.egl' Il ion, there by pelpet'uating the fragmentation 
of African economics. l~ "tile the European Union counties will operate 
CIS (/ wtited solid group luithin the institutional framework of the EU, no 
similar role is envisaged for the OAU/ AEC as Africa'S continental 
economic organization. (Cheru: 137) 

African counties are expected to negotiate individually and to accept neo­

Liberal policy packages before being accepted; this is an indication of the 

"inherent inequa lity of don or-recipient relationship, and the failure of the 

ACP to determine its own development path, take initiatives and assert 

sovereignty in national ecollomy policy formulation" (ibid). Similarly, African 

Growth and Opportunities I\ct (AGOA) which spells out US policy in Africa, 

like th e Lome New Partner" hip Agreement with Europe, aim on the surface 

as stated to a id African counties to create trade based development 

programs. BUl, as LlsLlal i' focuses on bi lateral relations and set various 

neo-libcral cond iti ona lity ( I African states. AGOA facilitate the export of 

itcms according to the WT( ) rules to the US and urges African countries to 

open their m a rket for US p roducts and MNCs investment. It is obvious that 

in both Africa a nd US m arkets the US products outsmart African products 

in quality and price. On th e contrary, the US will be the major beneficiary 

Africa provides raw materia ls with no or limited duties and Africa will be a 

dumping ground for the US unwanted products and wastes. (Nnadozie, 

2005 :28). 
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5.1.1.4 Debt Crisis 

The olher majo r ex lc rn a l impediment for possible integration in Africa is 

debt. The debt c riscs is a serous problem in Africa, for example in 1997 

Africa received foreign a id US $ 14 bi llion, however paid US $ 12 billion in 

in teres t for its fore ign debt alone (Idohosa, 2005: 100). The indebtness of 

Africa is severely increasing; it became US $ 3 10 billion in 1997, from 1980 

US $ III billion . The increase in debt in Africa is totally incompatible with 

the gross domestic products is (GOP) and exports. In between 1971 to 1997 

the ratio of 'Africa 's external debt to the gross domestic products increased 

form 14.5 percent to 67.5 percent'. Much worse the creditors counties or 

banks, prefer to handle the debt issue on a country -by- country' level 

which ensures that debtors a re kept in the weakest possible bargainir:g 

position. (Rugumamu: 41) . 

Ch eru ide n tifi ed three points to explain the illegitimacy of the African debt 

crises . Firsl, 'the u se to which borrowed money was put' i. e. the lenders 

gave the m oney with out an a lyzing how the money will be spent, in most 

cases it ended up on unrea listic "white elephant projects' which doesn't go 

with 'the rate a t which most foreign debt was contracted during the 1970s' 

i.e . African counties were encouraged to take 'petro-dollars' at low interest 

rates, but in early 1980s the policy change in ,Western states increased the 

interest rate , which Africa is not responsible . Third, 'the loaning of monies 

to undemocratic and unaccountable regimes' is unacceptable, (Cheru: 17). 

Be that as it may, the debt crises "forced African states to divert scarce 

resources away from basic productive investment and critical social 

se rvices" 's uch as education a nd health. In addition , it is now scaring 

inveslors away from thc co nlinent and il 'encourages massive capital flight' 

to th c devcloped regions . Much worse, the lenders 'hold hosta ge ' the poor 

African countics through debt. Because of this illegitimate severe debt 

Africa n government lost the potential to change the lives of poor people and 
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formulate a ppropriate policy that can encourage solidarity with other 

African s tates . It is only through united ac t Africa can get rid such debt 

problem. 

To sum up, thc external impediments for continen tal integration are 

different. Among thcse are the colonial experie nce, dependency and 

exclusion, as we ll as the ri si ng tide of international regionalis m ha ve 

dreadful impact on the progress of continental integration in Africa. 

African's a re expected to be s teadfast in keeping the mom entum of 

integration to reduce these and other external challenges . 

5.1.2 Internal Challenges 

The internal problems associated with Africa's slow integration process are 

different, bu t include lack of political will and absence of peace a nd stabi li ty. 

The na ture of state and the different developmen tal strategies individual 

cou n ties adopt d id not a llowed for the prevalence of active regional and 

continental organization. Besides, the protracted conflicts exacerbated the 

d ivision between sates a nd societies by creating a nimosity . Among the 

in terna l factors that delayed the continental integration a re the following. 

5.1.2 . 1 Lack of Political Will 

Putting into consideration the diverse and complex nature of African 

problems quality leadership seems mandatory. A quality leadership posses 

the "ability to make a ppropriate decisions expeditiously relating to the task 

undertaken" as well as "ability to command respect and support, showing 

consideration for the needs a nd feelings of others" (Leeds:285) . The first step , 

to a quality leadership seem ta king the government offices legitimately. 

However , except a ha ndful of occa sions, power trans fer in African counties 

often is through illegitimate means su ch as coups, assassina tion s, armed 

s truggle ., wh ich makes it difficu lt to forge unity in individua l countries 

let alone a t regional or continental leve l. African integration is a grand 
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project th at requires a number of excellent leaders . Unfortunately, the 

number of leaders committed for this noble goal is limited. Most of the 

lea ders of African countries are obsessed in th eir internal affairs which 

character ize conflict, backwardness, economic cris is, corruption . . . 

For Africa bad leadership is one of the weakest point that contributed for 

very slow level of integration and backwardness. Without a 'visionary 

politica l' leadership and a n authentic commitment the m oveme nt toward 

Afri ca n u ni ty will not be possible (Rugu mamu: 62). However, the African 

nat ionali st leaders, imm ediately after in dependence, insistence to keep the 

co lonial bou ndaries created wid espread a nd protracted con flict in the name 

of ethnicism. The move me n t toward continental integra tion was opposed by 

mos t so-called na tionalis t leaders according to Ma rcus Ga rvey: 

In the Jight to reach the top the oppressed have always been 
encumbered by the traitors oj their own race, made up oj those oj 
little Jaith and those who are generally susceptible to bribery Jar 
the selling out oJthe rights oJ their own people. (Ajala: ) 

Such collaborators (with the enemy) were present even at the first phase of 

colonia lism i.e . while most Africans were fighting to keep their 

independence, there were people who served the colonial powers as soldiers, 

clerks, transla tors . . . to debase their own societies. In m ost African 

counties these were the people who took the state apparatus a fter 

independen ce, because they were fa vorites by the colonia l m asters and 

rece ived ed uca tion. Mo s t scholars a rgue the signi ng at the OAU to keep the 

co lonia l fa bricated bo un da ries at a triumph of these collabora tors' and their 

former colon ia l powers at least for a while. In fac t these fa ke boundaries are 

the ca u se for the precarious African security situ ation. There is no such 

boundary as natural boundary, Africa leaders , should put their main 

agenda on the welfare of their people, not on colonial fa bricated boundaries. 

African leaders must break this chain of 'colonial trap' a nd forge unity to 

grant their people a 'prospers future and a better today'. 
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Often African leaders are accused of lacking vision and being too dependent 

on outside forces for ideological, technical, strategic a nd financial 

assistance. According to Kenneth O.Nyangena "there will continue to be 

ideologica l and intellectual crises in the African world until African 

understand Pan-Africanism, its value and luminaries' visions" (Nyangena, 

2003 :1 4). Unless African leaders support or propose a development ideology 

Africa will continue to be degraded and exploited. Nyangena further argue 

"the triumph of Pan- Africnaism as the only way Africans can survive the 

foreign onslaught and lives as a truly liberated people land that will come 

out of the sweat and blood of the Africa people themselves" (ibid). But, 

impa ired vis ion and bad leadership in Africa which is infested with 

corruption , unaccountability a nd irresponsive institutions has resulted in 

"the misapplicalion and ineffici ent use of scarce resources that would have 

been utilized for the promotion of growth , development" as well as 

integration (Chinyama and Mkwezalambo, 2007:3). The other main factor 

associated with African leadership in retarding the move towards unity is 

lack of political willingness to share their sovereign power to regional 

institutions. Most African leaders' commitment toward unity since the 

establishment of OAU in 1963 is limited to only rhetoric. These African 

leaders should take the second step or practical steps towards unification 

both in their domestic or regional spheres, because it seems easier today 

than tomorrow when one observes African conditions and where the 

international community is heading. Africa n leaders should keep away from 

subversive a nd destabilizing activities because, as Timothy Murthi quoted 

from Dr. Tajudee n Abdul Rahman, 

The collective African experience is that we can 
only be ourselves and we need each other to 
counter the threat of marginalization, rapacious 
globalization and the consolidation of whatever 
little gains may have been accomplished !11 a 
number of African countries. (Murthi: 9) 

The subservient regional and divide and rule domestic political polices only 

result in further disintegration of the African people. African leaders should 
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abs ta in from a dopting foreign policies which focu sed on short te rm gains 

and fight domestic and exogenous factors tha t restricted the uni ty of African 

people to become a reality. 

5.1.2.2. Absence of Peace and Stability 

Peace and stability a re essential elements to achieve African unity. But the 

presence of protracted conf1icts and precarious securi ty situation in the 

continent reduced the rate of integration . Most of Africa is exhausted by 

conflict as Nandmi Pate l indicated "conflict and Africa have for a time been . 
regarded as practically synonymous" (Patel, 2001:357). The root cause of 

the conflicts in Africa mos tly da te back to colonial era; but here are also 

personal, ideological, territorial, religious, economic crises a nd tribal qr 

ethnic factors. In most cases these conflicts has internationa l dimension 

(ibid) . This conflicts inhibit the development of solidarity between societies 
\ 

by creating a nimosity retarding the integration of the continent and 

"wantonly destroyed infrastructures schools, hospitals, roads and 

communication networks which take decades to build ... some of the most 

ta lented and skilled people a re fo rced to seek their livelihood in more 

favorable enviro nment in other countries" (Cheru: 12) . 

The absence of peace a nd security increased the fragile nature of the African 

state and political economy (Patel: 358). It affects the plan set by regiona l 

and continental organization for unification. Due to these conflicts different 

regional economic communist are forced to extend their manda te to include 

security issu es . Although, this might help to resolve certain cases quickly at 

regional level, the capacity of the regional economic groups to handle such 

progra m is controversial. Conflict settlement mecha nisms are not a such 

effective in Africa. Currently on - going conf1icts are found in Suda n (Darfur) 

threatening Chad, Ethiopia - Somalia, Ethiopia Eritrea, Democratic 

Republic of Congo (DRC), the Comoros and in the Central African Republic. 

These protractcci a nd dreadfu l con f1icts "has had far reac hing consequences 
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on the African state , the region and the continent as a whole, creating an 

environment of perpetual insecurity" (Mkwezala mba and Chinyama:2) 

putting shade on the prospect of continen tal integration . 

5.1.2.3. Institutional Weakness 

In this part we will discuss the weakness of ins titution s tha t are assigned to 

undertake continental unification in Africa. Th ese institu tions a re the 

African Union and African Economic community (AEC). 

Beginning from independence it is understood that regional integration has 

vital role in addressing the problems of small country markets, the extreme 

balkanization of the continent, the high number of land locked states, few 

navigable rivers into the interior and underdeveloped infrastructure (OAU -

EAC : 196). The Lagos Plan of Action 1980 set up to "promote the economic 

integra tion of the African region in order to facilitate and reinforce . social 

a nd economic intercourse" (OAU, Lagos Plan of Action for the Economic 

Development of Africa 1980 - 2005). However, the African heads of state 

promise was limi ted to rhetoric that did not m aterialize, for instance most of 

the leaders never established institutions to fac ilita te for the expected 

regional cooperation a nd integration to take place in their nation. Besides, 

the Cold War rivalry undermined the regional initiatives of African states. 

Similarly, the fo rmer colonial powers and the apartheid governments "waged 

a prolonged campaign to destabilize Africa". In addition, the IFls supervised 

SAPs were "extrem ely unsuited to support regional integration in Africa". 

Moreover, the concept of "collective self-relia nce ', which was the 

fundamen tal ideology of the Lagos Plan of Action fell under suspicion (OAU -

EAC, 2000: 196) these collectively led for its collapse. 

The end of the Cold War, contributed for the formation of Africa Economic 

Community, in 1991 in the Abuja Treaty. The Treaty was ratified in 1994, 

by a round 34 African counties. It "provides a legal and institution al fra me 
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work as well as a systematic approach with benchmark for a gradual 

process of economic integration over three decade" 2025 (ibid: 193). In the 

ligh t of globa lizat ion regional integra tion for Africa is "seen as a critical 

factor in enhancing the competitiveness of African economies and an 

essential component in pursing a strategy of sustainable development "(idid: 

192)" . 

Notwithstanding, Cheru claims the treaty's failure to take into consideration 

well the various social, cultural, economic and political aspects effectively as 

the major weakness. As Cheru further asser ts the institutional make up of 

Abuja as a 'replica the European community'. In addition, the proposed 

s trategy to implement regional integration is through market liberalization, 

which profiled difficult in developing countries, unlike in the developed 

economics of J<;urope (Cheru: 128). The limited capital available, poor 

economies of members ' states and absence of divers production capacity 

puts barrier for effective market liberalization to take place in Africa context. 

Moreover, the proliferation of regional economic groups becomes a nother 

challenge for Abuja Treaty. The presence of large number of regional groups 

in the continent created a difficult situation for efficient coordination to take 

shape between regional groups (Martin: 90). Likewise, the loyalty of member 

country to a particula r economic community remain challenging becau se of 

the intense multiple membership and overlapping, that a lso reduced the 

role of countries in developing a single strong regional group. Besides, the 

regional groups' activities are not encouraging, due to their "competition 

with one another in terms of objective and operations" . These mainly show 

the Abuja Trea ty's failure to regulate or coordina te the 'satellites institution 

which the treaty considers as 'pillars' for African Economic Integration. 

In addition Abuja and the regional economic groups are criticized for being 

largely exclusive to intergovernmental offices; putting as ide non­

governmental players which are dominat in domestic economies. Among 
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these are bankers, consultants, researchers, mass media, association of 

manufacturers etc. In most African countries the absence of political will 

also limited the establishment of necessary organs at national level to 

undergo regiona l integration, which indicate how far Abuja is in meeting its 

developme n t a nd integratio n agenda. (Cheru: 129). 

The responsiblc body to pressure Afri can leaders to committee to their 

promises of continental integration is the African Union (AU). AU was 

expec ted to address the demerits of "over centralization and over 

poli ticiza tion of regiona l organization" a nd the necessity to set up 

institutions at country level to facilitate integration ; which are the major 

factors for continental integration (Martion:90) . However, AU like its 

predecessor has no actual mandate to force members to obey the rules ,Qf 

the regiona l organization, or any other mechanism to pressure members to 

be committed to the Treaty of Abuja. 

5.1.2.4. Socio-economic Challenges 

The socia l and economic cha llenges that appear to be a barrier for , 
continental integration in Africa include poverty , limited skilled power 

disease SLich as H IV / A I OS , malaria. TB .. , technology backwardness. 

a. Poverty 

Poverty in Africa is increasing. In 2001 the people living below US$ 1 a day 

in sub Saha ran Africa reached 46.5 percent, unless African countries 

change this trend of poverty it will be very difficult to mange the integration '.' 

of Africa . The sub Saharan Africa "has the highest rate of 

undernourishment, with one - third of the population below the mll11mUm 

level of dietary energy consumption" (Mkwezalamba and Chinyama: 4). This 

is mainly due to "the fa ilure of most Africa n states to deliver services, 

suppo rt and promote policies that benefit to the poorest section of their 

98 



I 

I 
I 
I 

socicty (Muchic: 52) . African integration is aimed at bringing a better 

condition to the majority of the African population which a re poor, but 

without incorpora ting this pmt of the African society integration will not be 

possible. In turn a genuine attempt to enhance the level of this part of 

African society will enable to grant large support and easy road toward 

unification. 

b. Limited Skilled Power 

Africa is a continent with least skilled professionals. In addition Africa has 

'the lowest primari ly enrollment rate of a ll regions" . Besides, Africa is losing 

large percentage of its professionals to the developed world. For instance 

around "70,000 Africans had left the continent by the mid - 1987 up from 

40,000 in 1985", the se is arou nd 30 percent of the s killed human power of 

Afriul (Chcru: 130). In ano ther in relative ly recent data Paul Tiyambe Zeleza 

set th e night of l\rri ea n s on average around "20,000 highly educated, among 

them academics , have been migrating to the North every year" (Zeleza , 

2005:209). The exile of such large number of African skilled power created 

shortage of professionals in regional organization s to accelerate the process 

of integration. Inaddition this brain drain "has an enormous impact on the 

functioning of institutions of higher lea rning, industry and enterprise". The 

main cause for th e flight of intellectuals out of Africa is m ainly associated 

with political uncertainty a nd economic condition. As Cheru indicated 

"reversing th is trend is a precondition for a well functioning na tiona l 

economy and regional integration" (Cheru: 130) 

c. Diseases 

Africa has thc highest mo rtality rate in the world. The number one killer 

disease in Africa to day is malaria, followed by TB a nd AIDS / HIV. However, 

the main concern of the content in respect to health is HIV / AIDS epidemic 

because it is affecting the productive forces, spreading in alarming rate a nd 

has no cure. Africa has the highest HIV / AIDS preva len ce; the global 
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prevalence rate was around 1 percent in 2003, while for Africa it was 8.5 

percent. In 2005 "between 2 .8 million and 3.9 million people in Africa 

became newly infected, while 2.4 million adults and children died of ADlS". 

Unless, this problem properly addressed there will be no people left to unite 

in Africa. The impact of HIV! AIDS on national economy and social situation 

is very high. In some districts schools a re closing due to HIV! AIDS and 

. related deaths. According to 2005 data estima ted 4.6 percent of women and 

1. 7 percent of men li ved with HIV (Mkwezalamba a nd Chinyama: 4). 

d . Technological Backwardness and Absence of Infrastructure 

Technology today is a detrimental factor for economic development. 

Advanced innovations in the fields of microelectronics, biotechnology and 

new materials have highly influenced the world socio-economic progress. 

However, Africa has the least infrastructure and technological know how. 

For example, Africa has 'two percent of the world's telephone line a nd 2 

telephones per 1,000 in habita nts". If the physical infrastructure is very low 

"the human capacity to operate information technology remains totally 

inadequate" (Rugumanu: 27). The absence of infrastructure (moderate) such 

as road transport, railway. is the main challenge to accelerate the 

process of integration. Afri ca IS denied to technology by 'trade ~ related 

intellec tual property rights agreements that established global rules on 

patents, copy rights and licensing' (Cheru: 26). This is an indication of the 

difficult ta s k of brinin g technology to Africa (Cheru: 26). In addition, 

techno logical advancements are threatening the survival of African primary 

products in the developed world . The advancement in biotechnology has the 

potential to develop coffee, cocoa or other crops in laboratories. Such 

innovation in technology and infrastructure has direct impact on Africa and 

its integration program (Ruguma mu: 22). 
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5.1.2.5 Lack of Implementation 

Often are African counties accused of failing to implement the various 

agreed regional and continental treaties in their domestic laws. It is vital to 

formula te and establish necessary legal framework to make either regional 

or continenta l integration possible. Without the active participation of the 

nation-states in the present context of regional schemes in tegration is non­

essen tial. 

In addition, the nation states active participation can draw the masses of 

African society to the integration agenda. The alienation of the African 

society form the integration discourse is the main cause for the delay of 

unification in the continent. Thus the active participation of the African 

people would help to accelerate the regional and continenta l integration 

programs, in addition, it would increases the felling of belongingness which 

is one of the important ingredients for successful and lasting unity. 

5.2 Opportunities 

Nearly fi ve decades afte r independence there is a growing mood and 

openness to revive the continental unification debate in Africa. The end of 

the Cold War a nd the liberation of South Africa are seen by many scholars 

as the main ingredients for the revival of the concept of continental 

solidarity, as contented in Pan-Africanism. According to Dr. Tim Murthi, the 

implementation of the Pan-Africanism ideas was "killed by the Cold War and 

the OAU's non- interference policies" . In addition, the Rwandan massacre of 

1994 that shocked the world was a wake up call for African leaders and 

policy makers, in which they realized the importance of accelerating the 

continen tal integration program, the hard way. 

There are several encouraging developments at continental level that appear 

as opportunities for the unity of Africa to become a reality. Among these are, 

the liberation of South Africa that marked the end of colonialism in Africa; 
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the wider acceptance on the impact of neo-colonialism, due to large number 

of educated Africa ns today; the transformation of the Organization of the 

African Unity (OAU) to Africa n Union (AU) a result of African leaders 

commitment to pursue continental integration; the formation of NEPAD and 

most recently the AU proposal for the establishment of the United States of 

Africa by 2015 are worthy of note. 

5 .2. 1 The Liberation of South Africa 

The libc ralion of South Afri ca from the rac is t apartheid regime in 1994 

ended colo nia li s m in Africa. The demise of the apartheid regimes brought, 

not only peace and stability in Southern Africa but also the subsequent 

joining of South Africa to the regional economic group i.e. Southern African 

Development Community (SADC) which boosted the regions economy. 

I 

At the continental level, South Africa, with its huge economy, embarked on 

ideological, economical and security areas of Africa, which these expresses 

manifest South Africa's loya lty to Africa. South Africa's liberation and rising 

role in the continent was welcomed by most Pan-Africanists because of the 

country's potential to play the role of the strong state in leading Africa to 

unification with proper s upport from the rest of Africa. 

In rela tion to ideo logy, the African Renaissance which is spearheaded by the 

South Africa's President, Thabo Mbeki , besides many things , IS a call to 

revIve the Pan-African ism dream of African Unity. This is a great 

opportunity for Africans as a whole in and outside the continent that 

created an atmosphere to revive the program laid down by Pan-Africanists 

like Kwame Nkurma to achieve continual unity and set an African vision i.e 

• To address and fight the scourge over dependency, poverty, neo­

colonialism of the African people collectively; 

• To restore the African identity at the international level and 

• To ra lly pro-integration and pro-unity forces against Afro-pessimism. 
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South Africa has a huge economy compared to th e rest of Africa. This 

created an opportunity for effective economic integration in Southern Africa, 

which a lso could affect the rest of the continent as well South Africa's 

investors a re now expanding their capital to the different regions of Africa. 

The presence of la rge responsible investors will help to accelerate the 

integration process. Besides, South Africa is attracting labor force, skilled 

power ... that would h ave been lost outside the continent. South Africa's 

development is now seen affecting the neighboring countries like Botswana 

in positive manner. 

Moreover , South Africa's strong assertions in the area of peace a nd security 

in different cou ntries of Africa is an expression of 'Africa for Africans' slogan. 

Peace and secu ri ty is the major problem for African unity to materialize. 

South Africa's initiation should be encouraged a nd supported by other 

regional powers like Nigeria, Egypt ... in ha ndling security problems in the 

respective regions . Besides, South Africa become a model for the rest of 

Africa that peaceful political transition can take place in Africa, despite the 

presence of racism and other challenges. In general, South Africa's 

liberation from apartheid is a great opportunity to enhance the integration 

process through out the continent as stated above, the African Renaissance 

can be utilized to bring solidarity among societies and to set a vision for 

Africa in this century . 

5.2.2. New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) 

NEPAD renects the desire of African governments as well as international 

community to help African society to ove rcome their developmental 

cha llenges. NEPAD, which was s igned in Lusaka in 200 1, "provides a 

comprehensive, integrated development plan that addresses key social, 

economic and political principles for the continent"[Mathews : 2005: 145). It 

considers "that peace, security, democracy a nd good economic and 

governance as pre conditions for sustainable development" [ibid]. As Mbeki 
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described "the need to engage our partners in the true NEPAD partnership 

must bala n ce the necessary exercise to keep the right to protest against 

unjust system openly" [Muchie : 360J. NEPAD calls for new relation ship 

between Afr ica and the international communi ty, particularly with 

developed world. I n short, it can be considered as one of the institutions 

th a l brought African govern ments together to achieve a better Africa. 

5.2.3. African Union 

The establishment of African Union (AU) is a nother major factor tha t 

renewed the call to unity in a more assertive m anner, than OAU. The 

formation of the Union s parks a new opportunity toward African integration. 

It is the result of "the commitment of African leaders to endow the continent 

with the ideal and robust ins titu tions to meet the challenges of a new era i~ 

the history of the continen t laying greater emphases on integration and ., 
economic developm ent" (Mkwezalamba and Chinyama : 6). 

The vision, miss ion a nd strategic plan of the African Union categorized the 

absence of peace and secu ri ty as one of the major impediments for 

integration. Thu s, African leaders under AU adopted the protocol relating to 

the establishment of the Peace and Security Council (PSC). It 'has risen to 

the cha llen ge of conflicts on the continent by playing a leadership ro le and 

taking a la nd m ark and decis ive actions to ensure peace and security in 

Africa; to facilitate further individual countries toward integration. The AU 

a lso calls members to accelerate the process of economic integration . The 

African leaders s hould focus on these opportunities to advance the cau se of 

the African continent (Murithi: 33). As Muiithi further a rgued, "th e African 

Union provides a new opportunity for revitalizing the Pa n-Africanist agenda 

of uniting Africans and the Diaspora a nd encouraging th em to work in 

solidarity with each other" (i bid 36). 
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Moreover , th e wider awareness can be con sidered as a n oppor tunity to 

mobilize th e people of Africa toward unification . In Africa tod ay, there a re 

very larger number of educated citizens th a n in th e early years of 

independence, wh o recognize th e impor tan ce of con tinen tal integration . 

Effec tive mobilization of these mem ber s of th e society will increase th e 

possibility of in tegra tion within a short period of time. 

5.2.4 The African Union Proposal for the United States of Africa. 

The proposal for the establishment of the Un ite States of Africa (USA) IS a 

'G rand ' proj ec t an d a clear manifestation of the growing understanding th a t 

the contine nt is at its high time as far as integration is concerned . For most 

sch olars, thc 1999 Sirtc, Libya Extra-O rdinary meeting of the OAU is a 

star ting point in reviving the process a n d the spiri t of unity, which led fo r 

th e establishment of the African Union (AU) in 2002 in Durba n, South 

Africa. Furth er, at the 8 th Ordinary Summit a t Addis Aba ba , Ethiopia , AU 

member s tates agreed to focu s exclusive ly on the issu e (proposa l) of th e 

United Stats of Afr ica, in the J uly, 2007 AU Summit a t Accra , Gha n a . "This 

proposal is a culmination of proposals coordinated by th e committee of 

seven (African Head s of Governments), led by Nigeria. As Dr. Tim Murthi 

noted 'the Grand Debate' on the formation of the USA 'may be n o more tha n 

a s torm in a tea cup; much-ado-about not-very-much '. However , it can at 

least servc as a rallyin g force for Pan-Africanists and enable th ei r voices to 

be heard. It also presents an oppo rtun ity to provide a pragmatic platform 

that can hasten the integration program, besides being the latest 

evolutionary stage in the institu tionalization of the Pan-African sim ideas 

and a great opportuni ty to enh a n ce th e public awaren ess. 

The proposal fo r the establishmen t of th e United Sta tes of Africa en tails 9 

important points . 

1. Election of th e p resident of th e Heads of States Assembly for three 

years rath er one year with the pres iden t not necessar ily being a, 

sitting Head of State. 
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2. The Union President wi ll be required to attend meetings of the peace 

a nd Security Council. 

3. An expanded Executive Council to include not only Ministers of 

foreign affairs bUl a lso Chairpersons of Ministerial conferences 

4. Less ove rsight role but more collaborative role for the Addis based 

Ambassadors in the permanent Represe ntatives Committee to support 

the commission on implementation 

5. An executive Commission with a president and Vice-President who are 

appointed by the Assembly for 6 years and commissioners appointed 

by Council 

6. A legislating African parliament who will directly be elected by 

universal suffrage with proportional representation 

7. Consultations with Economic, Social and Cultural council 

(ECOSOCC) shall be enshrined in all Assembly deliberations 

8. Establishment of fin a ncial structures should harmonies in ternal 

African trading a nd fin a ncial exchange 

9. l~s Lab li s hmenl of Nat ional Commissions on AU Affa irs must include 

CSOs a nd disseminate decision to accelerate implementation 

This proposal set three successive phases for the creation of the "USA". The 

first phase (from 2007-2009) prepares for the formation of the Union 

Government of Africa. This Union Government is utilized as a transitional 

vehicle 'toward the USA'. Its foundations a re expected to be on the basis of 

shared African values and interests, as contained in agreements such as the 

Kampa la Document of the CESSDCA, the OAU Declaration on 

Unconstitutional Change of Government, the Constitutive Act of the AU a nd 

the NEPAD Action plan, a mong others. The second phase (from 2009 to 

2012) set for th e con solidation of the Union Government and a preparation 

period for the USA constitution . The third phase (from 2012 to 2015) a ims 

to pUl into place a ll required s tructures for the "USA" at s ta te, sub-regional 

and conlinen la l levels. 
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Be that as it may , it seem s three schools are emerging in relation to the AU's 

role in the continent. The first sch ool propagates the consolidation of the 

prese nt "AU structu res, ha rmoni zes a nd rationa lize regional economic 

com III Lin i lies iJd ore ta ki ng thc bo ld leap to the "USA".ln short their main 

a ttempt see m s to kce p the s ta tucs quo . They are pessimists about the 

via bili ty of th e "USA" in the near future taking into consideration the 

a u steri ty, conflict and backward condition of the continent as well as 

unwelcoming international community. 

The second school, like Kwa me Nkrumah, believes tha t Africa has no future 

without immediate continental integration i.e. 'Africa must unite, or 

disin tegrates individually.' It considered the disunity of the continent as the , 
major challenge that hindered a ny progress either in political economy or 

socio-econo mic fields. Further it urges AU to "accelerate the pace of 

integration" because they say "as long as the continent remains motley 

gathcrin g of fragmentcd s ta tes , the ideal condition for full integration will 

never be a tta ined. " 

The third school adhcrcs to th e idea of strengthening a nd enhancing the AU 

or regional entities. It provides a gradual approach towards unity a nd asks 

s tates to hand over some of their sovereignty to regional and continental 

entities that include defense a nd foreign rela tion. It seems moderate 

compa red to the above scenarios . 

These contemporary opportunities would not produce any tangible result 

unless Africans, in pa rticular political and academic elite, a re strongly 

committed. The odds against a possible in tegration a ppear more th a n the 

perceived opportunities , but th is was s imila r even during the liberation 

s truggles . Afri ca is now a t the crossroads, where th e need a nd the 

s ignifican ce for u n ity a re h igh. Regionali s m a nd integration is today a global 
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phenomenon a nd Africa needs to grab these opportunities and prove all anti 

African and pessimist elements wrong. 

In general, the quest for African unity in the 21 st century is not about 

racism, or chauvinism, or continentalism; rather it is a struggle against 

poverty, over exploitation and injustice. There are many factors that go 

against the unification of Africa. However, political discourse is often 

unpredictable. Por instance in the 1950s the Belgian colonial experts 

cla imed that the people of Congo/Kinshasa will successfully liberate 

lhcmse lves afler 100 ycars and so do many of the colo nial experts. But we 

proved them wrong. Similarly, the new wind of change across Africa might 

help accelerate the integration process. These are opportunities that come 

nearly after half a century and they must be utilized effectively. 
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Conclusion 

The vision to rea lize African unity has co me from the Pa n-African 

movement. Pa n-Africa ni s m, in addition to African unity , encompasses a 

wide varie ty of concepts. Among these "expression of black pride and 

achievement ', a return back to Africa and a struggle for liberation are 

fa mous. Un like most other regions of the world, the unification agenda in 

Africa can be traced back to more than two centuries . Pan-Africanism was 

the main force behind integration attempts and movements in the 

continent. Pan-Africanism, besides being successful in ra llying African s 

against colonialism, beca me a main force a fter independence in addressing 

the signifi cance of continen tal in tegration for Africa. 

S im ilarly, th e 1990s saw the emergence of a new movement na med Africa n 

Renaissance. Like Pan- African ism , African Rena issance calls and 

pro pagates fO l' unity of Afr ica a nd its people . This concept/movement, which 

started in South Afri ca, cons iders the integration of Africa as a major 

s trategy to change the present condition of Africa that is synonymous with 

conflict, poverty, dependency, marginalization etc. African Rena issance 

emphasizes on the importance of African knowledge and Africa-centered 

thinking for designing a n effective integration progra m and developing 

forward- looking agenda. Both Pan -Afri canism and African Renaissance 

agree on the signi fi cance of continental in tegration for Africa. 

In an attempt to address the importa nce of unity in Africa, this study 

s LarLed with Lhe bas ic question: what will be the relevance of a united 

Africa? I n orde r to answe r this ques tion clearly, it is essential to a nalyze the 

vmious pessimistic cla ims concern ing th e possibility of unification of Africa. 

Pessimists arguc that the Pa n-Africa n dream of unity is a va in dream 

because of Africa's diversity (lingui stic, rel igious, ethnic etc); the dominance 

of nationali sm; limi ted communica tion due to backwardness, weak ideology 
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fo r un ity and poor economic systems. A careful analys is of these cases 

however, in lights their limited stance compared to the forces that drive 

Africa to unity. 

The economic, poli tical a nd social forces that drive Africa toward unity 

boilin g by the e lements or fa ctors for integration are many. These include a 

com mo n histo rical experience, shared va lues and common interests. These 

solid values for integration a nd unity for Africa are growing. Because, 

accord ing to Dr Hassey H.B I, itin "the continent is useless un less it unites. 

If we ,,·ant to su rvive a nd beco me a s trong people, we have to unite we must 

fight a nd win unity" (New African , July 2007: 26). This fact is becoming 

evermore clearer as the disunity of the continent con tinues to make Africa 

a n easy play field for the imperia list powers . Thus, this study focuses in 

addressing the question of African unity as a necessity for survival not a 

luxury or the question of prosperity. In addition as Kwame Nkruma h 

asser ted the very "same imperialist forces which exploit and subvert our 

independent states a re the very same forces which breed a rmed conflicts, 

civil strife a nd economic impoverishment . . . " (Reprint in 'New Africa' July 

2007). 

A un ilcd Africa wi ll have several vita l significant benefits for the people of 

Afri ccl. Among thcsc, Africa with organized continental pla nning will be able 

to feeu itself; wi ll have a better bargaining power in the international 

forum s; because of the presence of huge energy, n atura l and human 

resources; a continen tally organized planning would increase productivity 

greater than individual states potential (Nkrumah, 1963: 171). In addition , a 

United Africa "will raise the dignity of Africa and s tren gthen its impact on 

world affa irs" (ibid: 193). Moreover, a United States of Africa would uplift 

humanity as a whole, because it would provide a solution for the problem 

caused by "those arbitrary frontiers erected by the colonia l powers, a nd so 

eliminate irredentist dissensions" . Therefore, there "would be no foreign 
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military base on Africa soil" (Nkrumah: 202) and no horrifying atrocities 

such as Rwanda, Somali and Darfur. 

Taki ng in to co ns idcration the co ntemporary globa l political economic 

arrangements, the need for African integration is growing. It seems today, 

there is no a lternative left for Africa that could establish lasting peace and 

'sustainable growth in Africa, except the African integration discourse. The 

issue of integration currently is not only an African phenomenon rather 

different regions of the world are forming regional and continental 

organizations . This trend is mainly due to the rapidly globalizing world 

economy that required expansion of market and a potential to resist and 

benefit out of the competitive world economy. Almost a ll individual African 

counties are finding it difficul t to benefit or survive while conducting trade 

with regional economic blocs such as EU, NAFTA ... , which have enormous 

capital. Such international changes also necessitated the continental 

integration debate to revive in Africa. 

The other main objective of this study is to analyze the different attempts at 

integration in Africa. In doing so, the research tried to relate the 

continuation of the struggle for African unity which developed in Caribbean 

and America and Europe to Africa. After the 'transplantation' of Pan-African 

unity ideal, in the second half of 20 th century in Africa the continent 

experienced various continental and regional integration attempts. In 

particular, the liberation of Africa from the yoke of colonialism put Africans 

in a better position to determine their affairs. Hence , the struggle for the 

African unity continued at continental, regional and state levels . As 

Nkrumah described "United Africa is destined to be a great force in world 

arra irs. So thc battlc is joined we cannot disengage until the wishes and 

aspirations of our pcoplc have been met" (New African: 16) . 

The debate about continenta l integration in African history was high in early 

1960s . Though, the Pan-Africanist forces were not able to achieve the 
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