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Abstract 

raft workers in the Dembecha w reda were/arc marginalized cupa ti nal gr up . Dc pite 

their ago-old ex istence and importance of craft , they w re id lin d from the main tr am 

ociety in which they li ve. In addi ti on, factor for the I v tatu and marginali za ti n f craft 

workers in the northern part of Ethiopia ar Ie tudied. Thercforc. wc ha c vc ry littl c 

informa ti on about th is group of people, especiall y from the changc and continuity pcr pcc ti vc. 

Thus , thi s thes is aim s to contribute ethnographic in format ion abo ut the soc io-ec nomic condition 

and as pects of marginalization in li ght of change and continuity. 

The main objective of the thes is is to investigate and desc ri be fac tors for the low status of 

art isans and dimensions of marginalization who are se ttl ed in Dembecha woreda, West Gojjam 

Zone of Amhara Regional State. The thes is also tri es to describe organi zing principles of 

artisans in light of the dominant soc iety's social setting. In add ition, changes and continuiti es in 

the prod uction and exchange system of handicrafts are di scussed. 

In order to treat the stated problem and accompli sh the objecti ve , both primary and secondary 

methods of data collection were used. Participant observation and informant interview were 

im portant mechanisms to gather primary data . Avail able written materials were also rev iewed. 

The major finding of the thesis indicates that craft workers we re exposed to soc ial , cultural, 

economic, spati al and political aspects of marginali zation. In add iti on, the fi eld data revealed 

that many of the factors upheld among the dominant soc iety for the low status of arti sans are 

cultural constructions under vein of social norms. 

However, the lives of craft workers have changed overti me. Approbation of land ownership 

right and expansion of modern education have posi ti ve ly affected the different dimensions of 

margina li zation. Craft workers have thus achieved improved soc ial and econom ic pos ition. 

Howeve r, craft wo rkers in the study area are not considered as full soc ial persons. They are still 

despised th rough contemptuous feelings and ideological ex planati ons. This is to ay, though there 

is no offic ial marginalization, arti sans are still reminded as not equal with others. 
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Preface 

The data presented in thi the i we re deri d fr m dir ct ati n 0 ommunity life and 

pa rticipati on in some oc ial event fea t and w rk pIa e . I n~ rrnal and emi- tru LUr d 

interv iews wi th the dominant oc i ty and arti an, upp rted by brief a tu ie and e ondary 

data were also the most useful technique to gather and pre ent the data. 

In thi s thesis, the inform ation collected i truetured to how ocio- ultural and e onomle 

margina li zation of artisan groups in two main vill age of Dembec ha wo r da. The thesi consi ts 

of fi ve chapters. The first chapter presents th statemen t of the problem , the objective , rati onale 

and significance of the stud y and desc ribes procedure and methods of data co ll ec ti on. It al 0 

include the endeavor to rev iew the ava il able literature regard ing the at tentions of earl y chola rs 

to study art isans in Ethiopia, perspectives about origin and identity of arti sans, sources of 

di fferentiat ion and the concept of caste 

The second chapter attempts to describe location, ecology and demography of the Dembcha 

woreda . Basic features of social organization; marriage, kinship and family , are also discussed. 

The intention was to investigate alleged differences among arti sans and the dominant soc iety. 

The third chapter deals with economics of handicraft working in Dembecha woreda. It describes 

methods and means of production, exchange system and li ving standard of craft workers through 

time. 

The forth chapter explains the forms and factors of margi nali za tion. Various ideological 

explanat ions and assumptions, social, cultural and economic dimensions of marginali za tion are 

described and analyzed. Finally, in chapter fi ve, the issues di scussed throughout the thes is are 

summarized and concluding remarks are presented. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

1. Introduction 

I landicraft working has a long hi tory of producing the mo t vital utilit ie a oeiated with 

the dai ly li ves of both the rural and urban communities in thiopia (Mu lu, 2007:4). 

Agricu ltural utilities, cotton dresse , hide products like dresses , leepi ng mat , sling and 

pot products sueh as baking plate, cooking pots and water con tainer wi th different lze 

and shape were supplied by arti sans. 

Despite the long hi story and va luable ro le of crafts, the act ivity and the people who 

produce the erafts have been given minimal attention. Craft worki ng in Dembecha 

woreda, for instance, is identified as dishonored hercdi tary occ upati on. Thus, thc sk ill of 

produc ing all sorts of crafts is passed down to posterity th ro ugh genea logica l line. As a 

res ult, handicraft working is beli eved to be the so le possess ion of ce rtain groups who 

used to be accorded the lowest status. Predominantl y, arti sans in the stud y area were not 

allowed to own land, were forced to live in separate villages and we re endogamous 

groups . In general , despite the inevitability of their products for the dail y utility of the 

dominant society, craft workers in Ethiopia, for instance in Dembecha, are marginali zed 

groups . 

Thercfore , this research attempts to discuss and analyze the sources of the 

marg inalization and investi gate manifestations of marginaliza ti on in Dembecha woreda. 

To accomplish this major objective, four specific obj ecti ves are outlined. The objecti ves 

are treated in five chapters. 

In thi s chapter, topics as general background to the research are di sc u sed. Accordingly, 

statement of the problem, moti vati on of the researcher to elec t the topi c and the rcsearch 

site with significance of the study, methods employed in ga thering data, scope and 

limi tation of the study and finall y literatures dea ling with marginali za ti on and 

marginali zed groups are presented and discussed. 



In chapter t 0 , in an endea r t pre nt en r I ba kgr un In rmli n to th tud 
area and the pe pie , locati n, g ographi al fe ture , IZ I' p pul ti n wi th and 
reli giou compo iti n and mean are d rib d. In addi ti n, marn ag , 

kinship ti e and fam il y trueture are di cu d t highli ght all g d I' raft 

worke rs and the dominant oc iety. Production and xchang tem I' raft are al 

pre ented and di scussed in chapter three . In chapter four, myt h about the ori gin I' the 

artisans, negati ve characteri za ti ons and normati ve a sumption and the evi l eye b li ef a 

fac tors for marginali zation of arti sans and exc lusi n from soc ial a oc iati on , marri age 

res triction, religious di scriminati on and economic ali enati on a mani fe tat ion of 

marginali zation are addressed . Finally, summary of the resea rch with concluding remarks 

of the findings is presented in chapter five. 

1.1. Statement of the Problem 

Marginalization has been an experience probably ever SInce human beings began 

diffe re nti ati ng them selves from their fell ows based on di ffere nt criteria like age, sex, 

wealth , birth, occupation, power, etc. The experience has often been a problem: affec ting 

many people both at individual and group leve l throughout the wo rld . It has no time and 

geographical limitation. It occurs in the north and south, in the towns and in the 

co untrys ide, in the past and in the present (Pankhurst. A, 200 1: 1). 

Therefore , in Ethiopia as in many parts of the world , there are many people who are 

exe luded from the mainstream society and ' normal ' way of life. From the ex isting 

literatures on marginalization, it seems that the commonl y marginali zed groups are 

hu nters, gatherers and handicraft workers (weavers, tanners, potters , smiths and wood 

workers) . Thus, marginali zed artisans of Dembecha woreda who have engaged 111 

weaving, tanning, pot-making and blacksmithing are the focus of thi s research. 

Almost all available related literatures maintain that the cra ft workers in Ethiopia usuall y 

occupy lower status of the social hi erarchy. For instance, in Dembecha woreda, the 

arti sans (tanners, potters, weavers and blacksmith ) are de pi sed groups. They have not 

been treated in the same way as other ordinary people . They ha e been depri ved of 

2 
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ocio-cu ltural, political and ec n ml d ant age that th maJ rit uld nJ 

Accord ing to s me craft w rk er in~ rmant , r tricti n t wn Ian I, haring f ~ 0 and 

drink , silting toge ther in communal gath ring an I marri ag with non- ra t v rk er 

we re/arc criti ca l va ri ab les that underplay the maintaining of marginali za ti on. I lowe cr. a 

it has been mentioned in recent related literature , there have been c n iderabl e hange 

since the Derge regime: at least owning land ha become po ible since th 1975 land 

reform policy. However, soc io-culturall y, craft work er are still po iti oned at the lower 

pos iti on in soc iety. For instance, intermarriage with craft workers is com monly viewed 

disgracefu l by the non -craft workers. 

There are so many stereotypes and di scriminatory principles attached with craft workers 

to be considered as aberrant. They are described as possessing of a number of attributes. 

The weave rs, blacksmiths and potters , for instance, are assoc iated with the ev il eye 

(b uda) I and teyib (lit.wise), connoting danger and mystery. That means, the work ers are 

perceived by the rest of the society as wielding spec ial supernatural power and esoteri c 

knowledge which are considered to cause illness and death (S il verman, 1999: 14). The 

tanners are thought to smell different and consume unwanted portion of the sk in that they 

are working with. But the claims are malicious goss ips to arti sans. 

In add ition, wi thin Dembecha woreda, the artisans are identified and called by derogatory 

names and honor degrading titles . For instance, the weavers are ca ll ed Kulil be/ash (lit. 

thread breaker), the tanners as faq i (lit scratcher), the blacksmiths as kelkachi (l it. 

someone who bit something continuously) and the potters as deben ansa ( lit. taker of the 

fe rt il e so il). These terms are generall y applied to mention the lower status while 

implicitl y reinforcing the dominant sense of superior recti tude. 

With all these and other attributes the craft workers are considered di fferent and looked 

down up on by other people which fo rce them to li ve confined in their own gro up 

I lIowever, al/ weavers, blacksmiths alld potter!.; are lIot considered bllda as al/ buda people are not 
artisans. 

3 



(Lc'v i .11 , 1970, I ab rland m 7 P nkhur t, 2 I . Thu ', In m n)' 

in tance , oc i - ec n mic rga ni zati n rrangcd m n I th m 

In rac t, there ha been remarkab le hang In nd c ling to\ ard 

arti sans . AS a re ult , me r the negati e attribut , n \! ada , t nd t b m utdate 

or at lea t the chau ini tic att it ude again t th nature and id mit r arti an r 

apparently in the process or col lap ing. e erth Ie , arti an d not b omc p rt r th 

dominan t soc iety. They are still placed at the ma rgin or ome ci -ec nomic b nefi t 

otwithstanding, the afo rementioned fea ture or marginaliza ti on, product or arti an 

have been very important in the oc io-cultu ral and economic life r th iet . 

Partic ularly, the utilitari an products are too vital t the li ve lih d and economic ac ti vity 

of Dembecha woreda. Even it can be sa id that no activity wou ld be accompli hed 

without the invo lvement of arti san products. This unprecedented role i al 0 evidenced 

soc io-culturall y. Social events, practi ces , relati ons, etc, are ofte n accompanied wi th and 

even expressed by handicraft products. 

The soc io- cultural and economic status of the arti an , however, is a disparit and 

reverse ; be ing pillars fo r the general life se tt ing of the soc iety, they have been u ually 

economica ll y di sadvantaged and soc io- culturall y exc luded . Thi i imilar with what 

CassieI' sa id : "society would ca ll them to prov ide ce rt ain im plement and prac ti ca l 

objec ts, but kept them in a marginal pos ition" (1975:57). 

If they have pl ayed a signifi cant ro le in the maintenance and we lfare or the soc iety, 'v hy 

is it that these craft workers are marginalized? Thi s is the ba ic question that the the is 

atte mpts to address. 

Furthermore, the continuity of handicraft working lead one to ask h w thc skill s ha e 

becn transmitted from generation to generati n desp ite the discourag ing practi ce and 

attitudes. 

4 
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In Dem becha woreda th n n- era ft I im handi r n \ rking I bene th the 

economic di gnity of the maj rity f th f; rm r . But it i 111 a tatu 

or acceptance is certain ly r lated with the cupati n oned 

handicraft work ing long ago mi ght till be c n id red 0 iall in~ ri or \' hil rdin r 

people can take up the occupation with ut af~ cling th ir oei al latu " 

(Karsten , 1972: 134). Therefore, it is appropriat to que ti on why raft v ork r ha e b n 

treated diffe rentiall y. 

Moreover, the soc io-cultural and economIc aspect of ani an ' marginali za ti on in 

northern Ethiopia are not systematically studied. It hard ly pos ible t find any 

anthropologica l stud y of these groups in Gojjam let alone in Dembeeha wo reda . 

Therefo re , a research that assesses the forms and facto rs of craft wo rkers' marginali za ti on 

with basic features of socia l organization and handicraft work ing at such a woreda leve l 

can be expected to contribute, at least to fill the existing knowledge gap. 

1.2. Objective of the Study 

1.2.1. General Objective 

The genera l objective and main aim of this research is to study the soe io-cultural and 

econom ic marginalization of craft workers in Dembecha woreda , Amhara National 

Regional State. 

1.2.2. Specific Objectives 

pee ific objectives of the st udy are 

To describe social organization of artisans in li ght of the dominant society 

To describe the change and continuity in production and exchange system of craft s and 

the surviva l strategy of artisans. 

To describe and analyze dimensions of craft wo rk er I marginali za ti on from the change 

and continuity point of view. 

To investigate factor accounted for arti san I marginali za ti on. 
5 



1.3. Rationale and ignificance of the tud y 

aking handicrafts i not a ne\ phen m n n. It ha a I ng hi t r in Lthi opi a. It i not 

al 0 uncommon to ob erve handcraft man hi p ei ther in th ~ rm tanner , \i a mg, 

blacksmithing or pottery in Dembecha. H we er, on th ne h nd , handicraft v orker 

are accorded lower status in the ocia l hi erarchy and are treated a inferior oc ial gr up . 

On the other hand , the soc io- cultural and econ mic ro le of their produc t made 

handicraft working inev itable. Therefore, it i rea onable t tud y the parad xe between 

the impo11ant roles their products play and the low oc ial po ition given to workers. In 

addition , the low economic standard of many arti sans when compared with the majo rity 

while their products are pillars for the economy of the major ity wa partl y the ba is for 

this study. Therefore, studyi ng and documenting the socio- cultural and economic 

conditions of the marginalized handicraft workers will have the following signi ficances: 

Relatively speaking, there is no extensive study on arti san groups of orthern 

Ethiopia. Pal1icularIy, no special attention has been pai d to study such groups who 

live amidst the dominant society without ethno-lingui stic and religious difference. 

Thus, the research can be expected to have significance in initiating further 

studies and in serving as a ground to other researchers interested in the same field. 

Since change is inevitable in this era of technology, a research from such a change 

and continuity perspective will provide va luable informati on about the overall 

social , cultural and economic life of occupational groups through time. 

Though limited in scope and dimension, thi s research may help to compare the 

general life conditions of craft workers in di fTerent soc ial contex ts and 

geographical settings. 

Moreover, it is the researcher 's firm convection that any interes ted body who engaged in 

the promotion of margi nalized sections of any society including g ve rnm ent and GO 

practitioners wou ld be beneficiaries of the research 's ou tcome. 

6 



1.4. Rc 'carch Mcthodolog 

1.4.1. Procedure ' 

In thi re earch, b th primar and ndar ur ere u d. t r idcn tif ing th 

ubject area, the re earch r tri ct r lat 'd lit rature . Thi ha b en 

done in two pha e by ela if ing the ritt n d cum nt themati all : tho that d al 

with the subject f thi ceordingl , th rc arch r tri d to g 

re lated literature dealing with margina li zati n and art i an Diffcrent arti el , b ok 

periodica ls and proceeding have been con ult d and phot pi d a mu h a po ible. 

Th is had great importance to write tatement I' the probl m, to 10 k at different 

an thropologica l perspectives about marginali zed minoriti e and to rev iew attenti n of 

cholars studying the soc io-cultural and ec n mie conditi n of arti 'an in Ethiopia and 

to some ex tent in Africa. Above all , the literatures that we re read during thi s pha e 

guided to deve lop themes and sub themes of the resea rch. 

Then, al1i eles and books about research methodology were read. By which, the resea rcher 

came ac ross with a great deal of informati on about the different anthropologica l re earch 

methods of data collection. This in turn helped to choose the methods that were mployed 

duri ng fie ldwork. In addition, reading methodologica l parts of ome thesis made the 

resea rcher aware of fi eldwork pitfa ll . 

The fi eldwork was carried out from January 16, 20 10 to March 20, 20 I O. Before the 

beginning of actual data collection, the researcher made obser ation of arti san ' vill ages. 

While trave ling through the villages, the re ea rcher could observe the geographica l 

setting, working units of some arti sans, and settlement patterns. Thi s a si ted t iden ti f 

where potters, blacksmiths, weave rs and tanners li ve in group whi ch latcr hclpcd to 

choose the research vill ages . In add ition, the re earcher went to a mark et place t m nitor 

the behav ior of customers and producer as they go th rough th ei r tran ac ti on. Th i i it 

also allowcd to see the di versity and propo rtion of arti an products. ex t, thc researcher 

we nt to Wotebet, a vil lage in Dembecha town v here group farti an ~ und and began t 

discuss informall y with some art i ans. The re ea rcher had n an r c rding matcri al 
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du ring thi tim In the m in im" t kn \ ani 'an ' ll itud' , rho i o u" ~ th' t h 
been rai d ral, r nging fr m intr du ing m 'el ', their up ti n, am il)' and 
ec nomIc c nditi n. 8 th prelimin r In rm I iIll 

info rmant and the r ar h d. 

Though th re arc ani an wh Ii di p r cd in ther ke el f Oem ' ha \V r da, th 

major re earch vill age ar Woteb t, r g amba and Meged . Th ill age arc Ie Ie 

based on different criteri a. In th fir t pi ce, it w du t th number and ett lem nt 

pattern of arti san . The num ber r arti an i re lati and Ii in group . 8 id , 

the compos ition of di ffe rent arti an , ea er , POll r , bla k mi th and t nner were 

taken into con iderati on. Thi i to ay, gr up elt lem nt and numb r of arti an who 

engaged in di ffe rent craft smanship nece itated the elect i n f the ill age. I-urtherm re, 

Meged whi ch is fou nd in Shelel kebel wa el cted ~ r omparati v purp e i . . t 

compare rural and town settings. 

Initia ll y, thirty-two arti sans and seven non-craft wo rk ers were elec ted t c li e t da ta 

about marriage arrangement rule, kin hip relati on, famil y c mp iti n and tructur , 

economic leve l, etc . The thirty- nine informants were inter iewed at a minimum of one 

ti me and max imum of three times. In adva nce, out of the thin -nine in~ rm ant , one non­

arti san and eight artisan key in formants were selected. Th elec ti n of eight ani an key 

informa nts was to give a great say to the ubj ect . The key inG rm ant we re elec ted G r 

their competence in providing the nece sary data empl yed to accompli h objective f 

this research. 

1.4.2 Data Collection Metbods 

Much of the fi eld work time wa ded ica ted to ga the r the mo t imp rtant da ta f the 

research. To thi s end , the fo ll owing data co ll ec ti on meth d were mploy d. The fir t two 

we re methods that I reli ed on heav il y. 

Participant Obscrvation- Thi v a imp rtant to ge t in t u h \ ith th arti an and thLl a 

good dea l of rapport wa e tab li hed. Thr ugh thi m th I, the re ar h r had the 

opportunity to obse r e meth d , mean and pr ce f craft I r du ti n and the da y t 
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day ac ti viti of arti an . The r ar h r had I th han 1 1 an in mmun I 

gathe ring (eg at the church wh n p Ii m ling a fter hur h pray), fc ·li \' I ' 

(example, during ann ua l ee lebrat i n f lir Mi k 0/), m r drinking hOLi ' . In lhi ' 

method, the resea rche r tri d t under tand th a tual r lati n b nd n n 

arti sans and also am ng arti san 

feas ts and exchange ystem . 

nd imilarit in el br ling 

Informal Intcrvicw- This was al 0 the ba ic method empl yed. much f my primary 

data we re gathered through thi s method of data coli etion. el ted informant fr m both 

arti sans and non-artisans were interviewed as muc h as fi eldwork time and th 

interviewees permit. The resea rcher di scu sed wi th prie t , fa rmer , merchant , 

gove rnment offic ials and with arti sans of different ex , age , religion, etc. The non­

arti sans we re asked about thei r li fe experience and fa mily, ab ut their relati on with 

different occupational groups mainly with art isans. At the cnd thI ugh this method 

informati on about the hi story, the soc ial organi zation, the economic condition of alii ans 

in part icu lar and the dominant soc iety in general were ga thered. Moreover, data abou t 

fac tors and fo rms of arti sans' marginali zation from the change and con tinuity per pec tive 

was gathered. In thi s method, the researcher used tape recording particu larl when lhe 

interv iewees allow me to record . 

cm i -Structured Interview - The researcher u ed thi s method at the end of the 

fi eldwork to cross check the data already co ll ected. To thi s end, gui di ng question were 

prepared which constitute issues that have been repeated ly mentioned and cons idered 

ambiguous like myths, beliefs, thoughts about arti sans' ori gin and character. 

Case Studies- In addition to the above data co ll ec ti ng mechani sm bri ef ca e tudie , 

though not exc lusive ly methods, were used to d ve lop better under tanding of d i f~ rent 

issues ra ised in the study. They were im portant to elucidate, di cu and analyz all eged 

diffe rences of craft workers fro m non-craft worke rs, factors of marginali za ti on, a pect of 

marg ina li zation and li fe experience of both arti sa n and n n-arti an . 
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1. 5. Delimi tation and Limi ta ti on of th tu d 

Prol ng d and hau ti tud r qUire 

thi 

mine th multi- im n ' l nul 'p 'ct. r 
arti 'an ' margina li z ti n. II empha ' il. n - 'ultural an 

economic a pect f marginali za ti el. g in \\ ilhin the \\ r da , 

though there arc ani an d am ng the d min nt i I) at difT rent 

kebe l , the c pe f th tud i d limit d t p tentiall man gea Ie II. at a given tim . 

Thus, the thes is foeu es onl y on tw nerurlk I, 

one town , Dembecha. For th fv hi ch k rill ge to \ rk up n, 

number and se tt lement pattern of arti an wer tak n a a guid 

Comprehensive anthropologica l tud of arti an at an Ie I d mand the app li cati n f 

eve ra l data collect ion methods. everthele nl ur data II ti on meth d 

(participa nt obse rvation, inform al inter iew, mi - tructured int r I wand a e tudie) 

were employed due to li mi ted time and fin ance. 

In add ition, unwi ll ingness of ome informant to be int d formall and fficia l' 

resentment to provide demographic data ha e it n limiting fG ct on the the i . 

Furthermore, the unwi llingne of ome ex-ani an in the rural re earch it ha great 

limi tati on to unve il hi storica l a pect of arli an and th ir li G exp rienc . Il owe r, t 

ove rcome these problems, greater attenti n \ a gi en to b er ali on and in formal 

interv iew to obtain reli ab le information from both ide , arti an and n n-arti an . 

1.6. Review of Related Litera ttl res 

1.6.1 Attention of Ea rly cholars 

Il andicraft work ing is not a recent ph n m n n In Ethi pia. 

Pankhurst ( 1964) Ethiopia has a long hi t r f handi raft · \ hi 

ve ry down f hi tor . In thi rega rd hil e writing ab ut hi t ri 

in Wa li so, Ambaye( 1997) aid," Th 

hi story of the ho t oc i t ". During th tim m 

rding 

t ad 

agric ultural impl ement f th maj rit ha n n th hand r ani an 
10 
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f ani an 
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de pite th ir I ng aged and imp rt nt r I th' ha n pi ) r r the \\ II 

bei ng of their "h t" h larl a ll nti n I n gli gi Ie . Th in ignifi an 

atten ti on and ab nce f xhau ti e and phi b en 

repea ted ly menti I· aid. 
.. Ithough occ upational gro up ' in er nan t Inc the pr id Imp 

agricultura l too ls and uti lity g od to th c mmunit , th ar gl n Ie all ntion b 

cho lars who focused on the d mina nt gr up". Ii allpi ke( 19 ), mbay ( I 97 , 

Dam tew(2000) on the ir part tate that there i n tudy cone rning 

de pised art isans of Ethiopia. imilarly the r arch r' 

doc uments and records, arti cles and other re lated cholarly v rk pro cd the inadequac . 

In add it ion, the absence of remarkab le change in the methods and mean of craft 

product ion and similari ty of crafts through ti me are partl y evidence G r the minim al 

attent ion that have been paid , not only by cholar but al 0 by other re pon ible bodie . 

In fac t, the presence of craft workers in Ethiop ia ha been rec gnized ince long ti me 

ago. However, the earlier works which reveal their pre ence were from casual encounter 

[with artisans] while conducting research with in the la rger com munity ahu , 1998: 23). 

In those earli er wo rks, any issue concerning artisans wa di cu ed or pre ented v ith in 

few lines. Particu larly, concerning art i ans who live scattered among the majorit y 

farmers and semi urban communiti es (l ike arti sans of Dembecha woreda), it i po ible to 

say no detailed studies have been carried out. 

Although ex ist ing literatures dea ling with art isan of Ethi opi a are inadequate, the 

southern part seems to have advantage over the northern part in ethnographic reco rd s. 

num ber of scholars have studied artisan group in the outhern part. r r in tanc , 

ll allpike( 1968) studied the status of craft men in Kon , T dd( 1978) tud ied the Dime 

soc iety, Tekete l (1985) studied the Fuga in Kembata, Pankhur t( 1999) tudi d th i u 

of caste system in Southern Ethiopia. More er, me ne an menti n the omparati e 

tudies of team of researcher compiled in a b k ent itl d U VII G 0 TilE EDGE. 

MARG INA LIZED MINO RITIES OF RAFT WO RKER II D II I TO? I SO TilER £TIIIOPIA 
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(200 /) to laim th 

dichotomy. 

In the north , the Ii 

traditi n of writing. 

of marginali 

I f there i , it i 

thcm a different ethnic gr up . In 

Lt 

cd arti an ha 

eilh r on 

fact 

lht.: . ulh- n nh 

b n a n gl I d i ' u d ' pit I ng 

l3cl I r d n 

d an i an \\'h Ii In a 
mona tery in Menze f Am hara . II tri d t und r tand Ih gen ral Ii c xpc ri ncc and 

sett ing of the e mona ti c ani an commun i ti e thr ugh tim in v hat h all d " greg ti n 

and integrati on" point of view. Th re arc al ch lar ho give r lati ve l b Lter 

attention, at least in allocating page to an i an of orthern · thiopia v hil e tud ing the 

dominant soc iety. For instance, Mes ing( 1957) ded icated "' 7 page to d cribe the 

prod uction process of crafts and division of labor among arti an hil e tud ying the 

Am hara society in general and Simoon (1960) gave 2 page In hi bo k entitled 

"Peoples and Economy of North West thiopia" to highlight their hi torical back ground , 

causes of marginali zation, and to some ex tent about pr ducti on f craft arti an . 

Otherwise , as far as my reading is concerned, the iss ue of orthern arti an in earlier 

works is sketchy and devoted to mention as they are neglected, marginalized, des pi ed, 

cas te etc 

Almost all the above literatures (e ither in the northern or outhern part of Ethi opia) 
maintained that artisans are marginalized occupational groups in Ethiopia. Th ugh there 

is a variation in the form and degree of marginali za ti on, the omnipresent craft worker in 
part icular and minoriti es in genera l were socia ll y exc luded , spati all y egregated , 
cu ltura ll y subordinated, economica ll y di sadvantaged and politi ca ll y di empowered 
(Pankhurst,A. , 200 1:2) However, schola rs have been in contro ersy ab ut their ori gin , 
identity and the reasons and cause of the marginalizati on. "Who arc the e marginalized 
groups? from where did they come , and why are th marginali zed" were the que ti n 
that have puzzled those earl y scholars. In attempting to an wer the e que ti on , lifG rent 
perspec ti ves have emerged. Though it s em difficult t reach at conclu i e end from a 

spec ific and ready made perspective ab ut the s ci - econ mic li fe of arti 'an ,and fact or 
and forms of their marginali za ti on, rev iewing the per pecti v i found nece ar , at lea t 
to describe the data. 
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1.6.2 . Re view of Per pectiv 

Ethiopia 

about Ma r in aliz d iVl in oriti 

1.6.2 .1. Origin and Id enti ty of Ma r in alized Min oriti 

III 

Di ffe rent a umption have been for ard den rnmg Ih ri gin and ide nt il 0 

marginalized minorities in Ethi opia. In r lati n I th purp e f th re ar h, Ihe 

perspec ti ves can be categorized into three generali zed gr up . The fir t p r p cli 

justifies the origin and identity of marginalized minorit i In ' a r mnanl' m del. 

Lev in (2000: 169) said , "The m del con id red th marginali z d min riti of I day as 

fortu itous remnants of aboriginal popul ati on who ve re im pl 'ubj ugat d b d minant 

Ethiopian stocks". Basica ll y, the theory a um es eparate thn ic origin and e I mal 

impos iti on of marginali za ti on. Accord ingly it claim that minorit gr UP' of today " cre 

separate ethn ic groups with their own identity, but later forccd to adopt new ocio­

cultura l and economi c setting. This notion was cl arl y justifi ed by Je nsen in relation with 

"hunt ing minorities" . Jensen (1959) considered the marginali zed gro up ' a abori ginal 

autoehthous populations culti vating tuber crops that became' ubmerged or depre ed and 

were forced to adopt hunting by more powerfu l imm igrant v ith uperior agri cu ltural 

technology (c ited in Pankhurst. A, 1995 : 19). Ex pli citl y, her ju tifi cation wa to proc laim 

the despised and marginali zed hunters of today were a ingle ethnic gro up and later 

force d to li ve as ide with their newly developed ec nomic ac tivity, hunting. 

From th is, it seems poss ible to say that Jensen' j ustifi cati on tcm either from con idering 

the 'conq uerors ' homogenous; as there was no differentiation among them el c or from 

implicit notion of denying the organ izing princip le of common c, penence 

(marginaliza tion in thi s case). Whatever it might be, p r pti n r comm on thni c ri gin 

for minoriti es of today has been chall enged. Acc rd ingly, Pankhur t( 1995) ugge I 

" . . .. the remnant theory alone seem untenable, and could onl app l I hunt r gr UI 

and not to part-time craft speciali t , wh e relati on hip ilh thc rt f th p pul ati n i 

part and parcel of their ident iti es"( 1995 :20). 
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The fir t gr up of h lar ( rulli I 2; tr ub, 

endange red the ab e a umpti n I im tht t " th 

it d in I t il hur '!. ,2001 \ h 

I ' th ugh t t huv 

brought their own ' pari ah ' d \ ith th ' ri ginal' d minuted p to 

fo rm the contemporary marginali z d r t d ". Thi argum nt n 

the common ex peri ence shared among the d minated ' ri ginul ' and ' pari ah ' 0 th 

dominating groups a a basi to ~ rm "a unit d cultural la " r . n th th ride, 

Ilabe rland re lates the status of minoriti with 'divine king hip '. fter d ribing the 

omnipresence of specia l castes and caste y tem Il abe ri and I 78: I 2 concluded that 

The decisive fac tors were ... the contacts with groups who brought wilh 

them Ihe idea of state differentiated, society and kinship. II did nol 

mailer if these groups who fo rmed the special ca ·te . were pygmie . or 

olher hunters and/or autochthon or if Ihey have Irrived logelher with 

dom inaling new comers. 

In other words, rather than being members of the ori ginal popul ati n ubjugated by 

powerful migrants , he considered the special ca ts as marginali zed group hich 

migrated with invading groups and brought with them hierarchi ca l alues accord ing to 

which craft workers were close ly dependent on, and sub ervient to, the r It y 

(Pankhurst.A, 200 1 :9). By thi s he tends to cla im the arti an to be epa rate groups in one 

way but never stand alone . 

Despite their differences on the ongll1s and identity f marginali zed minoritie 111 

Ethiopia, almost all the above scholars insisted that de pised minorit ie in s uthern 

Ethiopia should be understood as marginali zed minorities who e pre en t p iti on was 

imposed by the dominant groups from without. 

I lowever, since there is a preva iling difference in the hi t ri ca l pr ce that led to the 

forma ti on of despised groups and in the ~ rm and degre of their marginali za ti n within 

the south let alone to the other part of Ethiopia (Freeman and Pankhur t. , 200 I). 

ap pli cab ility of the remnant model is di puted. ' urtherm re, ther no dif~ r nce in 

lanoua oe cu lture religion etc am ng non- craft work er and raft '" rk r in th r ear h 
b b' , 

site to claim ori ginality or li e out ethnic id ntit y and e n different binding el m nt. f 
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Ii rn a ha it n ignifi n 'c tl tin " ribing th 

r rm of marginali za ti n. 

On the other hand , orne eh lar Ie margina liz d min riti und in m t part f 

Ethiopi a a mi grant . In relati on t 

caste groups are highl y kill ed craft p 

In aid : "". inman intane thcm mbr r 
ha migrated and ttl e m ng on 

or another host tribe for the ake of finding a regu lar ur e f d mand for th ir 

produets"(2000; 169). 

eho lars have insisted on the ori gin of marg inali zed min ritie particu lar! craft w rker 

in Ethiop ia to be from the di vision of labor that a oc iety expe ri enced in the mean , mode 

and process of production and di stribution of the economic tern (Todd, 1978; Lewi ; 

1970). In other words, the 'internal spec iali za ti on' theori ts sugge t , " raft \ ork 

developed through internal differentiat ion and pec iali za ti n within a gl en 

populati on"(Pankhurst, A. 1995 : 20). In line with thi s, I I. Lewis (1970; I 85) argues, 

" ince there is no cultural or phys ical difference between the majorit y and the craft 

workers, the phenomenon of occupati onal caste in Ethiopia must be looked at a a 

di stinctive di vision of labor, a system for the producti on and di stributi on of g ods and 

serv ices which demand special skills and training". However, he didn ' t gi e exp li cit 

justification for the sources of discrimination and prej udices fo r the pee ial ki ll . In fact, 

his ma in interest was to argue against what he ca ll " the hi ghl y im probable 

reconstructi on" of the ' remnant ' perspecti ve by taking economi c ineq uality accompan ied 

by cultural values perpetuate marginaliza tion . In addition, Todd (1978) in hi s theory of 

"inte rna l social differentiation" also took the notion f di vision of labor and aroued that 

specia li za tion arises from the sequential link of urplus, ava il ab ility of re ource and 

techno log ical advancement. In the following statements he argue: 

Societies produced relatively stable methods of production which did no{ 

consume all, even most, of the members ' tim e while pl'Odllcing more than 

a subsistence level of food. As the kno wledge of {he counlJ y impro ved, 

resources such as iron are .. " clay .. " become known and {he people 

realized their usefulness. The techniques { a make lise 0/ the 'e r SO/ll' S 

were developed and the product jr01'1'I th In be alll e in d ' l1Iand (/9 

J 5 J) 
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Thi i t that the pr du ti n in urplu re ulte In 

kind of in qua liti but relat d and u tan ti at d 'a h ther 

1.6.2.2. OUfce of Differentiation and Relation 

Different as umpti on ha e been pr nt d rning th au m rginalil. ti n r 

low tatu of arti an . The fir t gr up in qu lit primo ril due t 

ccording to thi s perspec ti ve the marginali z d gr up ar label d a pe ial 

placed at the lower soe ial trata. H we er, it w n' t t nd 

Webere ian views of soc ial cia s whi ch i " in va ri abl y r lat d indu tri al r m d m 

eeonomle deve lopment, fac tors that fac ilitate a large ec n mi urp lu " (Tuden and 

Plotnicov 1970: 18). The interpretation of th cia p r pecti e, rather i ba cd n th 

ass umpti on that differenti ati on is essentially a re ult of int mal di i ion flab L1r and i 

dri ven primaril y by econom ic rather than cultural fact or (Pankhur t, A. 200 1: I 5). In a 

relative ly better justification Haberland ( 1979) ex plaincd the divisi n of ta k to bc th 

sources of inequality, when further approved by beli efs. I Ie ju ti fi ed in L1ch away th at: 

There is rig id division of activities respective to f unction. This division 

must be sanctioned by law andlor religion. It is conceived as preordained 

and invested with religious ritual or even mythic meaning. These tasks 

though vital for the welfare and existence oj the society must involve al 'o 

some degree of fear and awe or some belief that the powers oj these 

groups are combined with unclean andlor spiritually degrading qualitie 

(Hab erland, J 979. J 29). 

The second explanation rests on symboli c meaning of cra ft and craft 'v orking. 

Symbo li c explanations for the marginali zed tatu of craft 'v ork er tre either the 

symbolism of the materials and techniques u ed in craft pr ducti n r the cultural 

stereotypes attributed to artisans and the symboli c r Ie the pia in th moral con ept i n 

of the dom inant soe iety (Pankhurst .A, 200 1: 17). 

In his disc uss ion about the status I' craft men am ng the K 

I lallpike maintained that religiou prej udice , relating to th 

the materials have been respon ible for the tatLl I' raft 'v 

I Ie discussed the conception in uch a a " 
16 
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r and charact ri ti 
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tlu\\ed b cau th 

and meaning f th pr du t 

have implica tion and r I 

reli giou and cultu ra l matt r int rml 

activ iti es of the oc iet li ke in Demb 

n th 

2 I : 1 

ani '< n ' whcr 

the day 10 a) 

The third explanati on is what ha b n call d cu ltural area ppr a h. Thi planati n I 

t I: thi pi 

1:lhi pi a in 

aid to be der ived fro m Sim o n ' exp lanati n c n nh \ 

(Pankhu rst,A. 200 1). Aft er he ex pl ai n d that ir n \i rking w intr du 

fairly recent times , Sim ons dec lared that the f mith i deri cd fr m 

their re pec ti ve areas of ori gin . Hence, h elu idate that rlh t ·thi pi a traddle 

the bo rde r be tween egro Afri ca; where mo t people rega rd d bla k mith a member 

of honored profess ion, and the Middle Ea t, wher black mith ar e mmonl ~ rm 

separate low soc ial status groups whether they are cia 

1960: 179) . Simoons thus asserts that the va ri ati n in soc ial p ition of raft \ 

their respec ti ve 'host' soc iety is due to the influence f xtern al alu \i hich ar eith r 

di ffused or imposed. 

In a sim il ar way, Haberland perce ives the oc ial po iti n of the uth rn craft rk r In 

Ethiopia ma inl y sil versmiths and weaver in li ght of th alread c i ting In 

artisans' 'o ri gin' . He suggested that "both handi ·raft ·, 'orig inated' in ortlp l'/1 Ethiopia 

... llenee, their status varies " (Haberl and , 1978: I 0). II we er, api Ii abil it f thi 

perspec ti ve to the case on hand is doubtful due t lack f hi t ri ca l ource t tra the 

orig in of craft workers in the study area. 

1.6.2.3. T he Concept of Ca tc 

J\nother majo r questi on raised by earl y ch lar t under tand th tatu min riti e 

the app li cability of caste conce pt out ide In li a. J\cc rdi ngl , th re ar t\ di ergen t 

schools of thought .. The fir t gr up \i hi h c mpri th th 

" indologi ts" argue that " it is inappr 1 riat th \ rd ut Ian 

con tex t" (Tuden and Plotni c 1970, I 8 , T dd , I 77. Thi gr up n th 
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importan e of cultural dim n i n Tud n nd I I tri v, I 7 : J J hu ', th) n. id ' r th' 

applicat i n f th term ewh r 

n the other hand the mpha ii',ing thc gr " tru tur I ' imilariti" in 

their wide c mparati ve anal i in i t that the n pt a ·tc an b' u 'cd 

out ide Indian context. Acc rdingl , man ha e u d th term' a tc' in fri an 

and Ethi opian contex ts. Accordi ng t Pankhur t (200 I: II ) th fir t argum nt in r vo r r 
u ing the concept in African contex t was pre ented b ad I ( I 54). d b 0 

(1982:9) Nade l's approach to ca te and a t tru tural n king 

characteri sti cs in the African ca te gr ups that f th Indi n itu ti on. 

Later, many scholars like Todd (1977), Quirin (1964) , II alipi k ), ha k 19 4) and 

others who studied marginalized groups in - thiop ia ha e u d th nc pt \ idel . In line 

of' th is, II. Lewis argues that the term can be u cd in any ph nomen n I' 0 ial 

strat ifica ti on outside of Indian context. He then, tri d ju tify hi argum nt b 

mentioning comparable (with Indian context) charact ri ti c I' ~ thi pi an arti an . li e 

said that "out of the seven Leach 's (one of the leading 'ind I gi t ') charac teri tic of 

Indian caste groups, six are evident in Ethiopia . Th IX haracte ri tic are 

Endogamy ,2 . Restrictions on commensality 3. tatu hi erarch , 4. ncept of polluti n 

5. Associa ti on with a traditional occupati on 6. a te member hip a crib d b birth (II. 

Lewis, 1970, 182-183). 

Some others focus on three issues that are con idered en ti al ~ r d finin g a te : I) the 

exten t of patron-client rel ati on hip and the contr I by the cli ent gr up r th Ir mean I' 

production 2) whether the different statu are di vin rd ained n the ba i I' 

of purity and pollution or are simply different tatu , and ) \- h th th re I a 

hi erarc hi ca l ranking with in the ca te group or impl tv 0 

cult iva tors and artisans ( Hamer, 1987:56-57). 

upati onal teg ri c r 

Genera ll y, it can be said that scholar ho tudi ed marginali i'. d min riti ha u d th 

conce pt of caste with different nuance. II r, n arl all th all mpt t ppl 

ari se from the applicati on of Learch ' crit ria , I : J ) . But. th r \Va a g 'n r< I 

consensus on the fac t that ca te in India i a full n dg d t m \- hi h I' a larg 
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numbe r f ri gidl , gr t d t gr up w cn int fa ri ha l \ cr ' Im o, C\Cr) 

a pc t of rank d gr up r 

elaborate and c mpl x rga ni za ti n h n 

the app li cabi lity f ca t in ,thi pi I ankhur t 

fac tor that require furth r c n id rati n: m th 

1995: 13) 

To conclude, the re earcher doe n t all mpt t corr lat th 

I'm \\llh iI ' 

':pit Ih' d' I 10 

II uti n Pan hur '1. 

nt t f m rginali/.ati n In 

Dembecha wo reda with any other etting. In fac t, th r 
caste relati on in Ethi pia wi ll be appli ed to in e ti ga t th chang and ontinuit r 
aspects of artisans ' marginaliza tion in Demb ha or da. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

2. An Overview of the tudy rea and th Pcopl 

The purpose o[ thi chapter pr id rief in~ rm ti n ab ut th ph) i al 

environmen t and ba ic fea tu re [ tu , rca. Th fin 

sec ti on dea ls wi th locati on, ge graphi al an ti n 

ize with their religion and ethnic c mp iti n. -I h ne t part i d , , mIn 

all eged organi za ti onal diffe rence among craft w rker and th d minant 

2.1. General Background to the tudy A rea and the 

People 

West Gojjam, where Dembecha woreda i I ated, i ne o[ the ad mini trati e z n [ 

Amhara reg ional state. Situated to north of Addi Ababa, th z 

by the Abay ri ver which separate it from the romia R gion 

uth 

W I 

zone. on the north west by northern Gondar, n th north by lak Tan , n the n rih ea ' t 

by Bahir Dar and the Abay ri ver which separate it fr m uth ndar and nth ea t b 

East Gojjam. According to the present politi ca l adm ini trati e 

di vided into fourteen woredas where Dembecha i one [ th m. 

tem , \ 

Dembecha woreda is located at a di stance of 350km av a [r m dd i baba and 20 km 

[rom Bahir Dar, capital city of Amhara Regional tat. Th urr und d b 

other woredas virtuall y with the same oc i - ultural ba kgr und, but pr babl it i th 

woreda where large proportion of craft w rk r Ii e. The rd r \. ith 

Bure wo nbera in the west, Jabi Tehnan woreda in the n rt h t, 13ibugn in th n rth an I 

with East Gojjam in the east and outh . Acc rding t th v 

li e approxim ately on a total area o[ 979.26k n/. It altitud 

with annual temperature o[ 4.8- 1.80 
. It r ce i 

in~ rm ati n bu r u, it 

km 

There are three agro- eco logica l zone; hi hl and d go a unt II %, mid I' highl and 

(lI'oyena dega) repre enting 83% and I v land (ka! 1 % [th t tal I nd rca r 
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the wor da . Thu it i d mine ntl Y I 'm gr' ph)' 

or the ar a 

bro\ n and I 

% nel, % m unt in u an % \ all ' \\ i h 0' 0 r' , _ % 

ccording to th 20 7 p pulati n and II u Ing 'n U ' I cmb' ' ha \\ or' a had a tal 

popu lati on I' 129,228. ut I' hi h th maj rit liv . in rural , rca ' an onl 'mall 

segme nt I ives in urban area. 

The soc io- cu ltural and economi onditi n fth p pi in mb ha \- red g nerall 

owe to rural ' traditi nal' way of li ~ . ultural r I ti n and rg nization 

embodies kinship, family , marriage, and p ti al arrang m nt . II we er, the mpo iIi n 

of peo ple in a vi ll age was not kin relat d each ntain 

people. ln terms of reli gi n, except ab ut I 08 and ~ Pr t tant , all 

inhabitants are followers of thiopian rth d x hri ti anit 

Economica ll y, the majority of the woreda p pu lati n ar nt r agri ultur Ii t . 

They large ly depend on ce real fa rming whi h i prac ti c d y ugh. In th 

highland part, potato, barl ey and wheat are the maj r rap gr \- n v h r a p, 

horses and mules are important animal rea red. The cr p gr wn nd Ii k rai d in 

both the mid highland and lowland area are aim t imil ar; I > , so"ghulII , oil.·e >cls and 

dagllsa are the basics with the keepino of cattl e, g at and h p. 

al 0 ke pt in all eco logical zones though the are fmin r Im p nan urplu gr In ma 

reach the market even in larger quantity. Man famili ngag in m II 

scale trade. Besides, preparing liquor ~ r al s uch a I b r pr par d fr m 

barely and maize) and areki is the main Ii lih d ~ r man ~ mal . Th 

known for its areki, which is now increa ingl g n rating in r man famili . and 

it cont rols the loca l markets and is being e p ned t th r adja nt ar a . 

7 S tatistical data are fOllnr! from illformation bllreall of Dem be Ir a '''o rer/a 
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ngag d In t nning w lng, - m- " ing,n bl mllhing. 

cc rding to ffice r ma ll nd mi 

Ie than 1% r th 

rcg i tration o f arti n In I 7. Th 

predominan tl y in craft rk ing and r id In a parat ill ge. I n thi , th ' 

po ted c timated nu mber f art i n Ii ing in the \ a ' ther 

households (nuclea r fa mil y). cc rding t 

numbe r of al1i sans is not till kn v n du t 

n r the 0 Ii e, th 

rgani%ed and all en mpa Ing 

reg istration. She reported that though th r ar numb r 

the wo reda, the office made an atte mpt r gi t r \ hcr th rc r 

arti san who li ve in a separate vil lag here craft rking 

principa l source of income. he al 0 relat thc ab cnc dat \ ith th 

unwillingness of some craft work ers to bc reg i t re I a a craft r plnl n, 

the oppos ition was from those invo lved in other ec n mi ac ti iti \ hil pr ducing 

craft s. Thus, it was im poss ible to fi nd th exact number r ani an that Ii e pani ularl 

in the resea rch sites let alone in the woreda. 

The resea rch main ly focuses on artisans" ho Ii e In h lei kebele and 0 mb ha t v n. 

Thc first resea rch site, Shelele keble, i one of th 29 kcb I Ocmbccha w r da . 

Shclele is abo ut 17kms away from the center f thc " orcd a, Oem ha t v n. It t k . 

about 3hrs trave l on foot from the town . It agr -e I gi al % ne hi gh land (dega) . 

Econom ica ll y, almost all , people are sedentary agricul tur Ii t. Th arti an \ ho ar 

found in She lei li ve in a spec ific vill age ca ll ed M g d. The ill age i cpa rat d fr m th 

re idcncc of the majority fa rmers by an cle at d g graphi I featur 

what lowland compared with the vill ag f non-craft rk 

craft wo rkers is very small. They rn a n t be m r than 2 h u eh Id 

thc princ ipal means of li velihood but it den t m an that raft \ 

m 

nl 

ac ti vity prac ti ccd among the craft w rkcr . he al farm an I r ar di ~ r nt nimal . 

According to some of my in D rm ant th had th II' \ n < I'm land cv n during th tri t 

times of fe udalis m though it wa cr mall and in~ nil . 
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Th ond r ar h it I th nt r th 

week i mark t da 

produ t , ofdifGr nt kind fr m di 

brought to the t n G r ale mainl n Ih ed 

whea t, lentil , /e}J. dagu a, r d p pp r 

requ irements li ke sa lt , c ffee , 

nati onal or regi nal market and then di 

other sma ll- ca lc trader . It i onl her 

ca rried out. If it is in another kebe le, it i 

fe tiva ls like miske! (the finding of the tru cr 

m 

Wednesday are also the onl y day when peopl can btain 

la in:l} bi) 

ht.:ld h' re. gri ult ural 

r the \\' rc re 

I) , 

th r 

r by 

, he p 

plowshares, and leather good ; "the v rk f ea t pial i t ial 

intercourse is ordinaril y avo ided" (Le in 2000. and 

prepara tory schools [one each] with one kindergarten, th re lem ntar I ar G und 

here. 

There are also more arti sans here than el ewhere in the w r da. he m i th . are ry G \ 

next to potters while tanners and weaver are the large t in numb r. Th ani an li v 

mainly in Aroge Amba (lit. old fortre ) and W teb t. The e illag ar G und in 

opposing outskil1 of the town. Though there i n an ge graphi 

percept ion or thought of the people, a ill age f craft rk er . 

different being covered with big euca lyptu tree. Ar ge mba i 

direction fro m the center of the town. It i er nea r to 

said to have been one of the oldest churche In ~Jam . 

k 

I cated in th n rth a t 

i k al ehur h " hi h i 
d I b 

residence of royal families. According t inG rmant , ll ailu mili , 

Diazmach Zewdie and hi s son, Dj azmach hu had Ii d th r . 

Belay, one of my key informants, this ill age 

who we re brought to serve the roya l famili 
worke r informants , it has onl y been rec ntl that raft v hift th ir nt r 

to Wotebet. At present, the majorit of raft rk r Ii 

the big ri ver called Gulla which cr e th t 1. Th rI r I 

biggest and largest ri ver in the woreda . 
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2.2. Thouoht abo ut Hi torica l l3a cko r lind of raft 

Wo rker 

anou cholar ha e m nt i n d th mnlpr m rginalit.' min rili -' In 

Uhio pia . Ilowe er, n xpli it and tan pr mprehcn lh' 

prcc i e ori gin of these margi nalized gr up . Thu , th al ngln I nlr \cr ' ial 

and obscure. 

Conce rning arti sans of Amhara regi n, earli r 

background with h lasha of Go nder (Le in 2000; 

According ly, the weavers, miths, and p !ter ha 

m t link th -ir hi ·t ri ' a l 

lng, I 57; uirin, I ) . 

n id r d 

migrants from Gonder to settle in the re t part f lh r gi n. Th lann r , n the olh r 

hand , have been taken as ori ginated from Aga v t ck. II the . holar 

provides clea r hi storical ev idences. A a re ult , ex pi ining ri gin f arti an who elll d 

among the large r soc iety like arti sans in Dembe ha i daun ting la k. 

Thoughts of elders, life ex perience and c ping mechani m ha be n utili zed in 

endeavors to trace hi stori cal background of arti an in Eth i pi a. imil arl , apart from 

thoughts of elders and myths, the researcher coul d n t find hi t rical ur 

the ori gin of arti sans in the study area . Th ugh exhau ti Furth r thn 

is necessary to know from where the e occupati nal marginaliz d gr up cam rr m. 

thoughts of elders need to be descri bed. 

Ahba Shitie, church educated elder, upp ed that th ng1l1 f an i ' n \ h Ii In 

Dembec ha mi ght be from Gonder. The eld r ugge t d that th 

Dem becha is related with the constructi n f 1. i ha I hur 

the church is one of the even olde t churche In JJam nd i r ught fr m 

stated that 

The ar k of sl . M ickeaf wa . brou hI by Ihr lIIonks 1"01/1 ' 011 IeI'. II lias 

been sa id Ihal Ihere was a r eve lat ion rOIll 0 110 111 , IlIr ' > 1II0llks 10 

lake Ihe labol (ar k) 10 ojjam, parl i ularl to I pIa " willi I /101/1 J 

beginn ing lV ilh the lell r da. l3ein I db 'od's III)'SI ' /)'( he eg:iahllir 
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lamil) , Ih monks If'l'il ' d at do r ill r around wIll ·11 III 're H'C/\ WK/el/I 
man ISlelY call -d Llb,.il lIa:i . TlI'IIIOI1 \. hcmded Ille 'O\'l!I/WII (}\'(!f 

10 Ihe mona ·Ie,. . 1101 v r, Ih I' IVa ' 110 CI pia' I or a '/I/Ir 'Ii 10 pili II 

/laving Linder 'Iand Ih , pI' bl 111 , 111' Ilu"e lII ollb 011 Ihelr rellim 

promised I 'end 'killed p r ns( lib be noclI). II i.\ 'ollllllonl I .Hol ed 
as Ihe church IVa ' buill by Ih 'e 'kill ,c/ p ' r ' ns s Ind b Ih e 111011 \. 

from Conder. 

Furthermore, Abba hitie aid: " It i the arti an ' did not 

arr ive alo ne. They were aecompani d b th ir famili r th r p pI the 

knew, ei ther during or later". lI e al tri ed to ju tif hi a um ti n 

origin by taking the wo rd /e lasi. f< ela' i lit ra Il m an migrant. Thu th eld r 

suggests that the word might be applied to r fe r t arti an a migrant , n 

original irrhabitants. Furtherm ore, he di clo d that the rd lasi em t b 

derived fro m the name Fa lasha to remind their rigin fr m nder. 

With little vari ance concerning the hi tori ca l ba kground f th hurch ancl the 

first et tl ers of Dembecha ,Mergela Belay dwe ll d n 'hi I ri I' planati n 

that kings and noblemen were traditionally m e fro m ne pIa e t an th r 

accompanied by different occupati onal group wh c uld uppl th nc ar 

utilities and entertainments. Accordingly, he aid : 

Since Dembecha sl. Mickeal on 0 1/1' se l"n 

oldest churches in Cojjam, there were many noble ' IVho lIIade Ih ir 

residence around. So, arti 'ans were broughl 10 proch, e Lllensil ' and 
olher weapons needed by Ihe noble . Inilially Ih ar/i.-ans had lived I ' 

specialized servanls engaged in the prodLi lion 0/ raft.', Lal r Ih ir 

number increase when their /amilie' and I' I ll ive ' b 'gan 10 .'ellle 

around serving the neighboring/armel's. 

f\pal1 fro m such thoughts of elder , the re ear h r c uld n t find hi t ri 'al 

sources to trace the ori gin of arti san Ii e in 0 mb ha v r ' da . 

important thing worth mentioning is the re p n 

stated that their parents or grandparent 

Inves ti gating hi stori cal background f arti an 

furt her exhausti ve and extended tud , 
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2.3. Ba ic Feature of ocia l r anizat.i on 

Ih :: ma in at! ntion f thi 1" ' illl org' ni / ali n or 
people f Dembecha r da in r lati n \ il h Ih' \\-i cr lling, p ' pic 0 f\ mh ra. 

Likewi e, all eged diffe r n e lif an 1 in th 

dominant society will be a es ed. 

2.3.1. Ma rriage 

ial rg nil. ti n 

arri age constitutes soe io-economic cond iti n and nt \i hi h ul d tcrmine n 

li fe , fa mi ly, and the community at large. Thu it li e ti and 

func ti on. In Amhara, like elsewhere, marri age i the taning pint r the 

new nuc lear fa mil y. In Dembeeha, getting married ~ r an indi idual m an n hin r 

beginning to shift to another soc io-econ mic rea lm. 

In mhara, fo r instance, in Dembecha woreda whil ting a m lTl age parln r ~ r 

their chi ldren, parents apply elaborated et of rul e and regulati n . Th \ r u uall 

guided by ru les that ensure the perpetuati on of kin hi p ti tatu 

(Levin 1972, 2000;. Hoben, 1973; Messing, 1957). With r gard t th fir t ru l f kin hi p 

tie, Levin sa id , "The Amhara rul e of exogamy ti pul at that marri ag partn r mu tnt 

be closer than 'seven houses', that is, spou e mu t not ha a mm n gr at- reat-gr at 

grand pa rent" (2000: 11 6). In Dembecha woreda thi rul i ti ll a riti urIng 

marriage arrangement among craft work er and n n- raft \- nd 

rule, soeio- economic status is very important in r lati r ' int rm arri ng 

wit h the ' host ' soc iety. The children of the dominant m rr fr m 

groups of the same religious background ith ciall a it ha b n 

mentioned, arti sans were de pi sed group n I \. 'tatu. II n . th ' w r 

conside red poor marri age prospects: marri age ith th I gr rul an 

ill egitimate by non-craft workers. Though th r ar n an 

stated by non-craft wo rk ers as gro und to the x lu i n, th r 'ca r h 'r d : not wi h t 

dwe ll on thi s subject here. The intenti n i rath r t hi ghli ht m rrin g rgc nil.a ti n an 
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princip l mpl d in Ih Iud n t th ' mh' ra ic), n am ng h 

arti an in m pan 

In relati on to 0 lo-e n mi cr nt i 'uc li"-' (', mil) "-gmun , \\c. IIh, 

heal th (a b nc f h r dit r h 

contrac ted. In add iti on, fa mil trai t hara " if 

members even a mcmb r in a rami l I r gni z d a drunk rd r a a lhi , ' hildr n In 

that fam il y are li ke ly to be a po r marr iag pr 

house of the groom after all the e ar 

now changing, marri age situati on of e 

the above fea tures and characte ri sti cs . 

t d . Th ugh m n Ihing are 

illu Iral 

Marriage arrangements, parti cul arl y fir t marnag , In th tud r a mainl ju tif th 

interest and status of the famil y. The role f par nt u uall b gin fr m Ie ti on f a 

marriage partner. Parent s perce ive that ea rching and Ing m m ag pann r r 

child ren is their ri ght and obliga ti on. Particul arl , in th pa t, th int r I r th 

prospective mates had never been consulted. A Le in put it "th ma n I en kn w 

what the ir potenti al marri age partner look li k unt il the v d ling da il Jr' (L "in. 

2000) . 

owadays, however, "The adolescents are n Inger c nt nt t r ga rd th el tion f < 

mate as a matter to be arranged by parent in acc rdan \ ith their \\'n int r t and 

standards" (Lev in, 1972: 125). What Le in maintain i imi lar \ ith th 

concepti on of marriage among the young ter 'Ii h I in m red '\. 

Princ ipa ll y, marriage in towns has become m re indi i lualiz d. Th 

estab li shment of the union has come to in vol e p r nal 

adolescents. What now matters most i the neg ti ati 

gi rl. However, it is noteworthy that th ugh indi idu I 

their own standard and intere t they do n t v h II r j 

am ng lu at d 

f the band th 

t th ir marri ng' p nncr n 

arl rule and re gul ti n . It 

3 App ealfor marriage alliallce is requester! alld acti llated by til e 1110 / ' ide. 
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d c n t al 0 m an that th 

oftc n claim d that thc ha 
par nt In cl ling m 

p n in Ih ' ir hil 

'no P.r'nt · 

IT! " I arcnt . Iha h' 
r' ca rch r di cu d with in i I d th I th 

In h ', al lea I in in: p' ling 
\-"hom thcir children are g ing t marr . In thi re 'a r , ~f lrg l l(/ I lay ' id : 

Since it is the era ' ire er ' 10 ~ hal Ih '0 'i ' ly 'ommonly called 
semntegnaw sltilt ( th ei hth th u 'and)} lip 'hOI, my 'hildren hal'e Ihe 
right to choice their marriage partn r. BLiI Ih Y hav ' 10 I ' I me knoll' 
before things go fur lher. f am U Lla/! a r lid my lb s ' Inl nOI 10 be 
polluted (zerye enday bekel ef eralellli) . . in ., the m I nO I know whose 
son or daug hter he/she would b . There or , I hal e I involve in Ihe 
relation. Otherw ise, I don 't Con 'ider them a ' m 'hild,.,n. 

Thus, indi vidual choices are still circ um cri b d b par nt al guidan and appr va l in 

towns let alone in the rural villages. In the rural ill ag , marrl ag lill r mu h 

fam il y conside ration unless a child went to ch I. A Le in 2 00) de rib it , if c b 

is left out to fa rm on hi s fa ther's land [i f he d n t g I I, hi marrl ag 
regulated by hi s parents' interest and standard . 

Ind isputably, marriage is also inev itabl , procedural rul b und d an d 

dea l of importance among arti san . However there i a n id Iw n 

artisans and non-arti sans in marriage arrangem nt like in d grc f par nt ' in m nt , 
in agc of chil dren to be marri ed, etc. 

The involvement of craft workers in the marri age f their hil r nil than Ihc n n­

craft wo rkers due to marriage arrangement rul e and num b r f an i an . pan fr m th ir 

in-gro up marri age arrangement, there are guid ing prin 

defined marriage circle. Marriage arrangem nt am ng 

ensure religion similari ty and kin hi p relati on f th 

marriage among the endogamous groups i Icg iti matc 

coup les of the same religion. Bes ide the 

Irul \. ith in th ali'cad 

at I a I, ha I 

up l Id all , 

li ve in a 

vill age or kebele is small. For these and thcr rca n , fin ding an ligibl ma rrl agc 

partne r in the nearby village(s) come to be diffi m hilelr n 

of cra ft wo rk ers forced to migrate out f Ih ir il1h pI c 
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mate. In thi th mi ran t' mil ' mc. I Ie ' cn In c th' 
'm igra nt' need arran 

rm hi Ih r m rri gc in hi ' nc\\ village 
pa rtly due to lack f marr iage partn r that ani 

migh b' 

cithe r to the nei ghboring r t th r r gl n ' . 
re carchcr discu sed with a rt d that th ha 

r[ 'mb' hal·r lhcwor'ua 

r lh' ramilic, lhat lh 

idc Dcmbccha wo reda. 
nc r m r 'hilur n 'om' \\h r ou 

Furthermore, the migration of arti an ' hildr n ha 

percepti on and insults of being unmarri ed at what i 
n h tcn d b th ' 0 ictal 

if it is now changing, the children of th dominant 
cpt d a "appr prial gc" . E\ n 

married before pubel1y. If a per on d es n t get marri d up t the ge 
rdinarily gc t 

is conside red as socially unwanted and u p t d 
m pr bl m 

rcferred to moral degrading words like kuma kere (l it. tand till . Thi 

is not onl y a problem to the unmarried indi idual but al bring 

infamy to the famil l . The researcher had come aer an i an , pani 

came fro m Amanuel woreda . The following ea e l11 a lu idat the i u . 

Birkie is 35 years old paller who lives in Dembe ha war da. , he ha ' 111 '0 

children, a female and male. Before he com 10 D III b 'h I , '17 had 
lived in Amanuel woreda. Her father and mOlh I' were arl i ' n , a lI"avel' 
and a potter, respectively. They had also pracli d al'lII ing on Ih ,il' .I'll/all 
f arm land. She comes to where she is now, D mb , h I , whil ' he \FOS 

about 2 I years old. She did not gel marri d unlil 'he 'OIll ' S 10 ' lIIb > '110. 

It was her aunt who leI her come. he toyed one e /I ' wilh h ,I' Olll?l. I IeI' 
a year she had got married to the fa ther of her hildr>l7. II ' was a weCl I'er 
{rom artisan family. Birkie still remember ' Ih go, 'sips Clnc/ illl lllorol 
'\vords of her age mates while he was in Amanuel. In her 0\1'17 words, 
'they had been whispered to each o(h I' IVh n 1/1' .'all' 11/ 1'0 11/ or 
especially, the children 's of chewa (I iI. wellborn) didll '( aI/sider 11/ ' I ' 

human being even when I was a child' 

, hcl h 

n e 

4 II should be lIoted that the gossips alld fall/words were also 10 I'" 11 0 11- 'r0ft worker,l 1" 0 11;: " 11 0 1 0 1 

seller alld complicated as to the artisallS. 
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nothe r potter, 

woreda, manuel, ha 

m m re hri) ) ar ago rr m the me 

. 11 r n wer r lh que in \\h) 'he 

Oembecha wa bayd elega n n-kin r In ivc) . 

atti tude and in ult f the p pi 

J remember how h ' arl breakin Ih , \ rI ' 0 Ih P >ople w ' r ' Ihey h"d 
scoff on my being. Though Ih ex I II 'ion and d Ie 'Iation 0 t17 ' people h"d 
already there, the problem corn . to be . v pat,. adol 'seen 'e It wa~ at 
this lime [times oj adole ' en j that I b an s>n 'e those word~ o ' 
contempt. 

he 

Furthe rm ore, first marr iage of arti san 

relative ly long las ting. Thi s situati n harp l 

As scholars like Alan Hoben (1973) and Oa 

Amhara, for instance in Dembeeha woreda 

Ie rali n th ugh il i 

u ually long lasting. The number of arti an 'v h r m rr i 

, fir t marriage in 

th ugh it \V n 1 

ma ll h n e mp red 

with the majority. Most of the artisans either Ii e with their fi r t m rri ag 

their life alone. Ala Molla, a key info rmant tanner re lat th tab ilit 

with re li gion. He said, "God don' t allow a per n to malT m r th n 

n I 

d 

to be respectful to the words of God that you fi nd man rti an ith th ir fir t marri ag 

partner" . However, Ato Belay, an old merchant in Oemb ha t d \ ith lito 

Molla ' s j ustification while admitting God re tri cti n t m r than ne W I e. II 

suggested, " It may be due to inaccessibilit o f a marri age m te. If th l art i nidi r 

the firs t, it would be di ffi cul t to get an ther in th ar ma ll in num er ". Thi 

assumpti on seems log ica l in relation to th fact that man hildr n ra ft \V rker h ve 

been le ft out in search of potenti al marri age partn r. 
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2.3.2. Kin hip and Fa rnil 

The gene ric Amhari t rm r kin hip i ::al7lCld In Ih ' mhar' 

th e fir tin tanee t ' e n anguin al kin ' L in 2 
i ' I), ::(Jrt/ad rcler · In 

i not exc lu ive to " bl d r lati 
Ii n or lh' eml 

'. It an ppli d in a 
authori tarian familiarity to endearment M Ing 

term among the Am hara in gen ral and 0 m 

) , ranging fr m 

7: II n th u 'age the 

ha in p rti ul r r 
contex tual which varies according t the c nt xt in \. hi h Ih indi idual 

'c t u e i l. 
It is not uncommon to hcar meon refl r t a ri nel r 

Zamad. Therefore, the term is frequen tl y ul gariz d and br 
n h k n w ' wc II a 

pos itive relation. 
III III an rt f 

Mcss ing ( 1957) identifi ed three types of kin hip r lati n In mhar ; n anguineal , 

affina l and fictive. Among the three, the con angllin al n d 
i I fun li on 

and pre ference. In Dembecha, to identi fy thi kin hip r lati n, a pr fi yesega (I iI. one ' 

flesh) is added. Again within yesega zamad (con anguin I kin , p pic di tingui h n . 

pro ' imity and distantness with prefixes kirb (lit. ncar) and I'uk lit. di tan t). Th ugh th r 

is no fixed boundary to label someone as kirb zamad ( I kin) and yeruk:: 1111 l ei nt 
ki n), re lation in the first place is very strong among memb r fa fa mil 

Thc family, as the basic organizational unit i charac teri z d mm n r nc 
economic cooperation and reproduction but ma ar and IZC f 

ma I ran g members (Murdock, 1949:1). The varia ti on of m mb r 

from nuc lear form to extended form offami l . urd k ( I 

of the nuc lear family the members who are exp ct d t m 

relative ly small in number. The extended D rm f famil n th Ih r hand , 

two or more nuclear fami lies related or b unded n diffl r nt a I . 

Thc fam il y leve l of Dembecha soc ial organi za ti nIt i har t ri l. d b Ihe nu I'ar 

one which is dominated by kin related memb r. Th rga ni za li n lur r Ih lu 

arca's nuclear fami ly is similar to " hat Alan I I n ( I 7 in l ' a I 
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h u - hold " \' hi h r 
P pi wh 

and wh d I nd n a 
r 

Each nuclear fam il v ithin 0 m 

at lea t in it re identi al unit. Th 
i - inguih' enlll) . 

r nu I . r . mil) I ' aile hel I i I. 
house). The hou e ar in iz t p and t I a r th · thr log i 'ai / on 

ntl n 'lru ted fr m 
The houses in the mid- hi ghl and and I 

eucalyptu tree wood wa ll with r f 

relati ve ly wide and large. Principally, th 
ith m tal -h t (korkoro) an re 

with grasses. This hut is ca ll ed gojo bel (l it. ttag h 

gra s house) . In the former agro-ecol gica l zan th h 

i.e. the differe nce in the type of hou e di tingui h , rr m 'th h 
size of hut in the highland . Thus, from the xternal I k th 

r that hed 

a sar bel (IiI. 

m one an 
imag ine the interna l structure and compo iti n a \ II a th e n ml I el th 

fam il /. 

The huts are usually circular at the bottom and coni al at th r r. t th nt r r the 
houses, there stands big pillar attached with th gr und and 

suppol1i ng post is called meseso. In the ca e of the hut , th upp rting p t 

outside the thatched roof and forms a tuft ca lled qun ho. br k n 

usuall y put on the pinnacle of the house as "a pI' t eti n rall1 ; n t t ak thr ugh 

the elongated wood" (Informants). The inside part f th IV a II I,. i th mud 

mi xed with straw and painted with dung of catt le. Painting m th I,. all with dung 

is for decoration and protection fro m insect /p t and i . Th gr und f 

the interna l room is also painted frequently a clean ing f th lu I. 

The house of nuc lear fami lies also va ri e in it int rn I partiti n < n mm ati n. 

Predom inantly, the house of an average famil c n tru d IV ith tl,. m ). 

The first pal1ition/section is relati ve ly larg r than the In thi mu 

5 Bu, if is 1101 always true; " avillg big house doeslI " meall economic "'ell beill -' . 
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ben h ca ll d m d b ith di h ' w.l l · I h I \\ mu hen 'h' 
ar at and m tim 

la01Il)". 

ccompanicd by the r 
honorable guest and m tim 

the wood made bed. Thi bi g mud b n h 

bench). The term might tand t re~ r t 

lie s )~110 11/ 'deh (I it. londa) 

r 'au ' illing 

on the benches is usually arranged a c rding t rank ; "Th high 

the bed , [segno medeb in thi c ntex tJ and th t n r the d r" ). 

The low status groups including the arti an v it nthi ' bi g b'n -h, 

espec iall y, if groups of people were invit d in a hu e. urpri in I , thi . 

name is avai lable in artisans' hou e. In om h u 

cooki ng. The fireplace is always dotted with thr 

made by potters. For artisans, in add ition t the ab 

thi r m ntain the hearth ~ r 

rn r tri 

place part icularl y for weavers and potter . B th ra and pr 

clay, earthenware pots, metal s, etc., of arti san are al kept. 

,\ohi h i 

m i th working 

lik kin ', 

, thi i 

the section where members of the househ ld pend m t ftheir ind r h ur . 

The other part in the internal residenti al r m i ca ll d maj I . It i 

stulTs and household utensil s employed ~ r preparati n and 

Storage bins called gola which are made from baked mud u d t 

products is put in thi s section. The granarie / t rage In 

d i k pI. 

~ r gn ultur I 

r t th , h 

practiced agriculture and vary in size depending n th 

wealthier the family the big the granari es/ torage bin 

r th r: mil ; the 

dditi n, th numb r r 
th is storage bins in a house indicates diver it r pr du ti 

num ber and size of the granarylies is/are small in man 

was considered as females' ' territory '. There~ re mal ' 

presence in thi s section is usually taken a 'di gra efu l'. 

out their handicraft work in this section. 

At one side of the li ving quarters of the hou e, th r ma 

differen t types of animals there mi ght be t r m r m 
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main hou e r tand n ar in i lati n. h 

ailed gureno a th lamb , al 
' lone in ' . , IOn 

the large r anim al In a 

contai n two 
\erag ' faml 'r, hu , ma} 

"hi h t r It: In rtl 'an .' 

und th maj rity i 

of plan t . In contra t, the hu e f arti an are mall in it.' and ha n mU 'h partition 

a compa red with the majority fa rm r . 

fe atures and characteri sti c of the h u 
part r m th a ve menli n'd dilT'rcnti al 

f nu I r mi l , I ' arc m rc or 
Ie s similar to and apparent among the ani an . 

The ho uses in towns and rural village are er di ffl r nl Ih In 1% nd r 
construction. The houses in the town ar hi hi p rliti n d in l m n 

especia ll y if it is large. The huts are alm o t la king h r in the 

outskirt where the majority in number are arti an . Th r 
manufactured products which contras t to the ituali n 13 th 

household utensil s and agricultural implements in the arti an 

products . Artisans' houses, especially tanner ' in th 

small. Like the rural houses, many of them were n t al 

side . However, the size of the house which i expected I 

ha 

level ofa fa mi ly had no direct relati on with th num b r f ~ mi l 

The nuc lea r fa mily in Dembecha vari es in comp it ion and 1% Th mall 

nd rc 

m Ih OUI 

c n ml 

r 
husband, wife and unmarried children. The fath r i u u II th h ad and uth rit.ed 

per on to deal with affairs of the homestead. In man in tan 

approached through and appropriated by him . Thc rc~ r al 

societies the head of kin related fa mily in Amhara in g n ral an 111 In 

part icul ar, ultimately had control over the major pr du Ii n r ur and i 

to the allocation of tasks. The member f ea h huh Id nu I r ami l ) arry L11 

ass igned acti vities related to producing, trad ing pr partn nd 

tas ks are assigned depend on di ffe rent ba i li k x, a ,aulh ril 

di vision of labor among the Amhara Me ing ( I ~7: 17 , "'I' 'k im h ing I )1. 
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un ily rutin" r' U llally male 
rathcr than uten iI and ta k n t 

ccupati on". Thi i al appar nt in 

farmi ng and related ut d r ta k . 

looking after the ch ildren and oth r d m 

ar larg' l} eng ge In 

w t r, pr p. nng r 
ulllI h' 

women. Alm ost all the ab v menti ned hara 

the arti san of Dembecha woreda. 
nd atur ' th' amil} d fin' 

Il owcve r, sex based di vision of labor t nd to b harp m ng th arll an . Tanning, 

wcaving(o f course ,there are few fem ale v and rc . lu: ivcl} 

men's task while pot-making is for wom n. Th hildr n, in th ir p rt r cxp ' tcd to 

carryo ut specific tasks in the production and x 

wh ich are allocated accordingly and member ' a c mpli hm nt th 

social re lation and economic cooperation among m m bcr fa nu ar mil 

a person, in a family [which is typically expected t ntai n uld 

not be an individual (Bergel , 1962). He/she i li ab l mb r d and i 

also granted to share what they have. He or she ha a ri ght t inh rit 

famil y has and conversely he/she is li able ~ r what an m mbcr d 

be manifested both in economic or social term s. Econ mi all 

the basic means of production i.e. land, was transfl rred fr 

Lc vin (2000: 116) puts it , "Since the Amhara de cent i ambi lin ai, th 

to use land] are inherited bilaterall y, bilaterall y- by n an I daught r 

th rough both parents". 

Like reso urces and property, social rank and charactcr trait 

from parents. In Amhara, for instance, in Demb h r da kn d 

uld 

mb' h 

hildr n. 

qua Il . and 

hil lr n 

nt r a 

person is essential to determine hi slher socia l po iti n. Th I, 

line of a father' s descent is very important in reck nin and t tu tran l1li 111 

Del1lbecha usually ask ' whose child som one I hil xp ting lh nal1l r hi 'fh r 

fat hcr to know the ascribed status. 
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' once rning li abi lity, each I e kin r 

any member of a con anguin al kin . Parti ul rl 

ali gned on the entire fa mil. Lik wi "Th 

relati ve to avenge the murder of a kin m n th ugh it i 

close kin" (Levin , 2000: I I 6). There~ r th mha ra 

the pri nciple that "a fa mily can not ow it If bl d" 

m nti n d 

lh rtm mmille b) 

bl 

enJ )In ' 

nguin '<I I 
important in times of trouble, In genera l th ab 

kin relati onship exactl y correspond t what 

Dembeeha Woreda, including craft work r . 

r manl m ng the opl o r 

In addit ion, though each home tead gi e the app aran e 

autonomy, it is bound to larger socia l context in a numb r 

to say, though a nucl ear family is a distinct ec n mie ntit it 

the other nuclear families. In Dembecha, a All an I I 

household (nuclear family) as an economic unit i 

(nuclear families) for the exchange of labor and n the mark et ~ r th 

( 1973 : 53). Even nuclear families which are fo und in dif~ r nt 

study area are bound to each other at least to get c rtain it m hi 

e 11'- u rti i e n and 

in i lat i n to 

ga 1 am t, "a 

u ehold 

f th 

Though the nuclear family of the study area main l a m rri d man < n hi 

wi re with their offspring(s), accomm odating ex tra c mm n. 

Sustaini ng additional members is determ ined larg I -th ugh n t nl 

level of the fa mily; "the wealthier the peasant [the famil I th ' m r 

will be found in the homestead (Levin 1972 :56). mm 

either sex is very common among the relati I alt h 

Male servants are preferable by the pea ant in th rural ill 

ve rsa in towns. 

Likewise the researcher met with ome memb r f arti n mili \.\h i h , 

nt 

\\ rk er '. 

nd vi e 

I I' two members who share the same home t ad and d n t 1 mm n , ur ' 

The foll owi ng 3 cases may illu trate the i u . 
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Ala 
Alile eb i ' a 

Lingerew is a 32 year ' old bla k 'milh who liv >' il7 . 'helel. 
His vvife, Asnakech i ' aboul 2 al' . Id. Th 'y g ' l 
married before three year . They hav a Ihl' y 01" old 
daughter. In addition, Bale\V, the 'on a Iing ' l' \I' 's ,'islel', 
lives with them. Balew is 16 year ' old. lIi 1II01h>r lil"s 
in Dembecha town by 'elling t lI a ( I 01 b ) f) . 1/ , i ' 
now a grade jive ludenl. II join d Ih omily 0 his 
uncle when his mother \Venl to \Vh I' 'h 1/ , 
assists his uncle in bOlh a ri 1I1111r II 
artisanal works. 

In the two cases above, Temesgen and Balew are kin relati 

of the nuclear family. As a result, there is no paym nt ~ r 

not been considered members, payment might be 

blacksmiths. During the fieldwork, the researcher al 

which contains one non-kin related boy. 

am 

tivili . Ind 

and n id r ' mcm r ' 

r the d II th 

parti ularl . t th 

n tann r I~ mi l ' 

Abba Bitaw is about 6 y ar old lamp l' ml Iii" ,' in 
WOlebet. His wife, wlo Mi 'ker i ' bOlll Y' II'S old. 
They have 6 children. O\V anI n , 0 - > If " lei son, 
lives with them. The elder on liv in //0 1'0 1' tI I Ih ' 
other one in Addis A bobo. 7'h only dClII ghpl' !iI' ,,' 1/ 

Aroge Ambo with her hu ·band. /n delilion, 10 Ihe Ih f'" 
kin relotedfamilies who live to elh 1', £ 'k Ihlln joine 11110 
Bitaw's family befo re ix ea," . E'kahll f/ i,' )' 'aI's old 
He lost his father befo re II'. a 0 on / hi ' 1II0lh 'I' Ii lei 
while he wa young. H could I' a h lip 10 ]I'ad ' 6 IIId 
left school before the d alh 0 hi ' I/h r III ' 10 " til ' til" 
problem" (ye amero chi ,) . J Ii alh I' 11'0.' I lood 
friend of Abbaa BitCfw .In hi 0 1 11 II' 1'/ ," hi.' alh ,'I' 11'0 . 

my best brother who had a. i I d m ) bOlh 0 1 11m ) 0 
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Irouble nd p CJ • I h II' 101 0 (I\'or II III ell , '0" I P(/~ 
ba ·k. Th II \ a ' du I Illi III II I br() II~1I 1 HI "II/III to m) 
fami l . , 117 LI hi IV \I' ll Ie' help hllll /Jut WI.' do" 'I Il l'll' 
him rather \ II' /plp d by him lI"d II IWI bel''' 'or}, /\ 
efforl, Llr hi ' and hi ' \ i " ) old aJ.: ' ii ' II 0111" },avl' 
been difficull. AI ' Ti:aZLI \ IIld nOI alleml h/l edll 'alo" 

In thi case, E kahun has n countabl d 

ema Miske re. The family i econ mical l 

nt r lati n \ ilh ith r Abba I il \\ r \\ ilh 

r. Thu 

not only be ing wea lthy that make a fa mil t a mm d te tr m m r ); nt in ing 

additional member(s) is also init ia ted by cia I fa r . 

Generally, it seems poss ible to conclude th at th nu I r amil Ie rgani/.ati n r 

Dem becha Woreda, incl uding the craft work r and pr d min nIl kin b : d 

and is part ly determined by soc io-econ mic fac t r . In add iti n, th r ' ramil y 

f the va ri es both in compos ition and size from the n n- raft \i Th 

craft wo rkers' family tend to be mall in number and I 

the dom i nant soc iety. 

di r iii d \. h n mp r d with 

The fami li al leve l of Amhara soc ial orga nizat i n i al 

one. This is partl y because of the patril ca l6 

couples (Lev in , 1972; Hoben, 1973 ; Me ing 1957 . 

organ iza ti on is also apparent among craft v ork r ' f D mb 

hara t riz. d Ih . lend 

th n wi marn d 

rm f mil ' 

r da . During the fi I 

work, the researcher could ob erve thi s fo rm f fa mil t b m r pr al nl am ng rurL I 

art i ans than in towns. Here in the to\· n th ugh h m 

cons ide r themselves as relative, many fam ili 

said, zamad nene (we are ki n relali e ). 

ar h ther and 

unt th r lati n ~ Ih ' Y -impl} 

, In d. Ihe n t i g u u: 

homesteads seem to be arranged ba cd n n anguinu al kin -hip ti prin ipl 

6 IJfI{rilocalil), is usually f or a shorl period of lime. The II elllly e Il b/il lt e I 1111 lear lI11 iliel ' (J III/I/OIII ' 

Ifrl llsferred Iheir r esidellce 10 where Iheir agricullllral IOlld i 10 oled 
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The re idential arrangement in thi 

craft wo rkers. The ex tend d ramil rg ni za ti n \ 

Mulal is 35 y'ar ' Id. II 

and IIVO of hi hilcll' 11. IIi ' wi ' J, .' 'm 'J!,n ' 1\ rum 
Amanuel woreda. 1/ I' par nl IV,.. ar/iam ami prac/l ce 
agricullure 10 am XI nl, iulal and hi.\ amily re.\lde 
near his parenls' hou ' . IIi ' hall ' i ' ani IbOIll 20melers 
away from Ihe parenls' hou 'e, In r I ll i n 10 Ih i ', Mliial 
said, "my forefalh er ' and parenl ' hav' b ' f1 h 'r ' , A (/ 
resull, I have no way and rea on I b aliI rom M'J!,ed 
Moreover, since il IVas my falh r \ hi ' ,., 'ponsible 10 

give me land for re 'idence, I olllcln 'l b , ar away rom his 
house ". 

Girma is 33 years oillanner. lie liv . al Arog ' Amb I, in 
Dembecha la wn, wilh his wife. IIi hall ' i ' all I '/7> I lI'ilh 
his parenls' house. II is a mall hOllse lVilh on ,. om and 
is called 'dorm '. The 'dorm ' is iven 10 him b IIi ' 0111 1'. 

It is to help his old agedfalher Ihal h 'lay I in Ih II '1110 11 

house. He said, "Ianning i ' a lire me work II'hi 'lI is 
difficult for old people. II ' a I'e 1111 / CI//1 bli" I 10 lIelp 
work with myoldfalher. His -I al' old alh I'lil'" lI'ilh 
his younger sisler ca/led Yenla Fanta, 
and potalo 10 supplemenl Ihe in am ain ' I 1'0 111 111 , 

selling of lanning prodUCI '. irma an I hi ' alII,. II Ire 
the income gained from 'kin produ I ' quail . For IIi,' 
own income, Girma ha ' 11\10 01 ' and il1l'o/1' , I ill 
slaughtering animals and cullin II' 

Alganesh is 35 years old pall r. he 
children in Wolebel. he had Ii 
another peasant kebele in Ihe 'I lid area .. b , f" (I " or .. 
She came where he is now dll 10 111' d · 1111 0 lI 'r 
husband. Now, she lives n al' h I' lIIolh ' 1" , a pall ' I', 
house. The land where 'he ride ' i ' iv n 11 ,1' 111 0111 ' I' 
and isfound in the same compound. 8111111 do 110111'01' 

together. Near their house, in anolll I' III/ a II lid, II ' I' 
mother 's brother who en a d il1 \II avil1J!, III I . '/ludl 
scale trade resides by eslabli hing hi 011'11 amil ' 
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CHAPTER Tli R 

3. Basic Features of Handicraft Workino in 0 mb eha W r da 

The purpose of thi s chapter i to utlin 

study area. For thi s end , too l mpl d in the 

produc ti on, kind of products, appli ca ti on 

be part of the endeavor. Moreover, exchange 

i r I \\ ri" ing in thc 

r ra I ' . pr ' C'i . of 

ugh timc \\ill 

wi ll be ana lyzed to shed light on the dim n I n f marginaliz Ii n n ur iv I r olh 

the occupation and the specialists. 

3.1. General Background to Production and Exch an c of raft ' 

Craft products that proved essenti al in various way for th id r mm un il un r . tu I 

arc produced by special groups who have been tr ated dir 

often been fo rced to find themselves at the margin of b n 

enjoy. The major handicraft acti vities that are ca rri ed ut b 

are tanning, weaving, pot-making and black mithing h n 

practitioners; tanners, weavers, potters, and black mith . 

di ad 

lh nam 

up 

the 

These groups have also been referred to co ll ec ti ely a ani an , han i r f1 w rk cr ' r 

craft workers. Similarly, the people in Demb cha appli d :J r cr I 

handicraft workers collective ly while koda seri lib 

refer to tanners, weavers, potters, and black mith r 

to refer to the activities each group is engaged in . Th r 

end hi,, '1 ser; I 

r I 

insult or dearade the status of craft work er . The t rm ar ; 0 i lit. b 

scratchi er), kutit betash (lit. thread breaker) deb n an a lit. I'h 11 lak r an kelko 'hi 

(Iit. someone who bit something continuou I ) 

Deference in skill s that each ac ti vity require, ra. mat n u .Ih r du Ii n m'th d: 

and/or process employed and the final output a v /I ar i tingui hi ng < tur or ' c h 
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craft wo rk ing. The skill req uir d ~ r a h 

through kin relati ves. Children in craft \. 

thc proccss learn ing the kill . With an 

l u l m m n I )' r' n ,-rr . 

mili W up \V ' l hlng an In 

othcr craft workers that the re ea rcher in ter i " ping lh ir ~ill fr m ' n 
carl y age. Thi s result in having off pring' fa Ing mil quir ' ,' Ihat 
skill . 

Likc the skill , the raw materials used fo r pr du ti n In a h ra t w rking, r lifTer nl. 

lanner wo rks with skin to offer grain container , li ng 

and so on. A tanner has to soften the rough kin in ord 

Thus, his working life is completely di ffe rent from a , 

produces cooking material fo llowing a di ffe rent way. 

suppl y dresses of all sorts, blacksmiths use iron crap 

spears etc. 

t 

But all these IS not to say the craft act ivitie tanning " a Ing 

blacksmi thing do not have any common fea tur be rd rr d 

and 

lik , kn i 

p I-m king an 

a 

handicraft working/craft working. There are fea ture that an b id nlifi d in mm n 

concerning the production and the products as well . Th r r th 

foll owing paragraphs to di scuss the general backgr und I' handi r fl \ rking an 

workers li ve lihood who li ve in Dembecha wo reda. Technical an I t hn I g ati n 

in craft production, purpose of production, ource nd ra\ mat ri I U' In 

product ion and marketing conditions will be fra me hi ghli hllh ilu Ii n 

of hand icrafts and handicraft working in the tud area bri n 

Hand icraft working in Dembecha is a small- ca le h m ba 

local ski ll s with loca lly available too ls and raw materi al . I ~ ' pt 

to use ' modern ' blower, arti sans in the tud area pI' 

too ls so simple that they might be used by thei r ~ r 

are made out of materi als ava ilable nearby. In om 

found materi als as their tools. Polters 1I age of 

arTi d u ' In ' 

\ h b 'nn 

rkin ' \\ ilh 

n,lurall) 

god example of thi s. In some ca es e en hand and ~ t r imp rt nl pr I. 
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upplemented by the simple to I . In g n ral 

till m ved by ' traditional' techniqu and t 

pr n in I m ha \\ or ' a I 

Craft produc ts in the study area were not di r 

utilitarian, prod uced to be utilized. The raft-pr du t 
ralt · \\ cr' 

gri ul ur' I I 
or utensils. Th is was similar with what 

handicrafts: 'commonly produced to be u d . 
n rning Elhi pian 

Craft workers directl y relate the lack of di ver it in th ir r ring t the int r 'I n 

dem and of the customers. However, it doe n' t m an that all 

with the sk ill to produce crafts with new st Ie and t p. m 

the only change that they did to their forefather I w rk i 

r a quaint 

the j usti ficat ion was from their knowledge of cu t m r 

evidences from few craft workers to confirm th ab 

Melkamu, a weaver at Wotebet will illustrate the i uc. 

laim . 

J am perfectly able to make diffi I' nt sty l a 
dresses. J had worked in Addi Abeba or thl" y or '. I 
friend of mine who lives ther Ion train ' III hall' /0 

weave with new styles and 1 lI ' d to pro tu ' beCllll i III 
dresses with special decoration and elllbroi I 1' . . '0011 

as J came back J started to mak tho e dl' " " . But III J 

dresses have no great demand. 7h il' pri , . ar ' 0 

a little expensive though it i ' not tIp lIIain 1" 0 ' 

holds back customers to buy. 

that 

It is true that the emphasis of craft workers on utilit hi h r ull in r li mit 'd t p 

of production, is partly caused by the fac t that the d mand fr m th 

suppl y of the artisans. 

Deve lopment or change of the community that expl it Ih 

alter hand icraft production. Accord ingly, 

change, why would the handicrafts have to chang . " 

seems logical to say failure of new product i rclat d '.: ith m t 

eli d t gui 'and 

Ih 

. ft du d r Ih mmuni lY. u mit) an in Dembecha. That is to say, Sll1ce cra ar pr 
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Iype of craft ar g ern d b d 

are farmer , hence agri ul tural t 
Ih 

nd impl 
m' j rit) r th' 'onumer 

Quant ity and types f craft produ ti n al 

to be large in amount and relati 
i n 'nt! · 

rain up to the onset of the rain 

reli gious and social holi days with elab rat 

yield are harvested. Thus, market pia 

n i ' \\ hen m j r 

br ti n are h i . In diti n" gri ult ural 

and circulati on of items tends to be fa t. Th bu ing apa it 

All of these create good atm osphere fi r the craft w rk r p rti ul 

se ll their products. However, it houl d be n t d that pri u uall 

sea on but buying capac ity or the income, to bu agri ult ural pr du I , i 

winter. 

ni 'an ' I 

du rin I Ihi ' 

On the other hand, kiremel(winter)sea on doe n t bri ng uch g d n \ . 1'h f rm r ' 

are all busy plowing their land , sowing, treating th ir plantati n, a re Ull, the " 

tasks consume their time to trave l to market place . Thi i panl du Ih P rl ' 
construc ted road. Since many roads in the rural area re n t \ 11 - bu il l Ihe 

mudd led and appear difficult to trave l whenever it rain . Thi di Ih farm r ' I 

go to the market places even if they have time. M r m rk Ii ' 

discouraged by economic standard i.e . seas nal agri ull ural pr du Ii n \ il h r 'a II1g 

culture make fa rmers not to involve in the exchange at int r. m r n 
ac ti vities li ke tanning and pot- mak ing are hi ghl a f~ ted b lh r in \ alh r. 13 th f 

them need much sunlight and neat ground t dr . 

The supply of craft products is also affected b th am unt tim p nt in pr tlu ti n. 

The amount of time spent in craft produ ti n an fr m I I 

rural areas to towns. In rural area arti an 

carry out craft working on partt ime ba i 

technology of production, the changing imp nan 
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\ 

fu ncti on of prod ucts, of each handi rart a Ii iti \ ill 

paragraphs. 

3.1.1. Tanning 

Tanners constitute the largest number and ar hi ghl d pi gr up 

Dembecha town. The majority of them Ii In an r a 

near a big river, call ed Gulla. Though there ar p mith 

are thc nearest to the river. According to me Id rI tanner 

was Aroge Amba. Their resettlement in Woteb t a du t th 

vo lume of a river called Kusit since working ith kin 

(Informants). 

Tanners produce limited kinds of crafts which are e enti I ~ r th 

the study area. Their main products include sleeping hide , a k 

carrying babies and the like. The main raw mat ri al f tanner 

past, the hide was offered to them directl y from th con um r . 

hide is mostl y bought from the weekly market by the tanner th 

longer provide the raw hide to the tanners unl es a 

In h loll \\ In ' 

rtian 0 

tann'r 

n ugh \\ tcr" 

~ r 

in the 

r, thc 

\\ a nl t 

req uest a special mat named lamenel. The lamenel i n t made lik all th r mat . it i 

carefull y crafted without scratching the hair and i n t u d a a n rmc I illing 

sleeping mat in the consumer's household . It i tre tch d n th 

when honorable or elderly guest visits the househ Id . Thu , it 

its socia l va lue and affection to the deceased cattl e 

Even though production techniques and proce s f tanning ar fr m pr 

its basic process applies some common fea ture. Pr du ing hid pr 

and lubricated skin . Making skin ready ~ r pr ducli n U uall 

skin . However, since dry skins cost more and are n t uita I pr du 

t , 

ft 

r r ' r \\ 

it m ' IiI-. ' 

I Thi.\· contrasts witlt what M essillg (/95 7) mailltailled; ((wiler omo" g ,lie I1 l11h or I (If' 

cOl/sidered 'rustic ', tlt ey do /l ot like to live ill (OW" . 

a Th e I/{flne oftlt e river is believed to be takellfrom ,lie impll f' lIf1fer d ,P to ,II IIi rt \ ()(I J.. etl h . 

th e tal/I/ ers. It connotes dirty alld bad sm ell. 
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trap, th tann r pr ~ r th 

woo en hook t dr , Thi 

on the in ide with kni e t 

t n h w t kin i f>'!riph 'f] \\ I h 
r umv nt 

ti ght in the un , At thi tage th kin i n t r quircd t ry \cr) \\ II I h 
In 

i then taken to the n ar by ri er nd ak 

had h' 
out of water and agai n pegged on th r 

hair. Then, the skin has to be oftened 

stone or with their hand , The kin i 

becomes easy fo r duplicati on, 

tim " \\ Ilh a mall 

r , Fin 11) Ihe lin 

I [owever, these days many item are n t n d d a th u 
10 

in formants, tanning products were nece ity for m t th agr rt n 

prod ucts that they dress, slept on and held th ir babi ith , 

needed the m onl y on spec ial occa ion like wedd ing, But n \ 

to persis t. Ato Molla, a tanner in Wotebet rem m 

important, 
ping mat · ha be 'n 

I n old days Ihere wa ' no l?Iarriag Wilholll mek'rla (hid ,_ 
pillows) and gen Ii (hide 'Ie pin 11/ II J) , ~ (I 11711 ' rs) 
were loa busy from Januar 10 April 10 III IlIlh J dell/all I.' 
of all Ihose weddin ,We en ha 110 bu 1'111' skin 1'0 11/ 

Amanuel and Jiga, Ihe nearb 'Iarl ing 1'011/ 

N ovember and we om lilll ail , I I . IIi ' III ) 
consumers, No }v evety hild i 0 ho I olld III J I do 
not wan I 10 gel married. Ev 11 pal' III: ill ko la 
(lowlander ) do nol care ) 17 117 r hillr 11 g I II/orri ) l or 
no I. In general, lannin , nolVada " i ' 10 '11.'1 lill IIr Ii) '> 
since Ihere i no allernaliv , 

Furthermo re, tanners have never experienced a lu, ul' li~ 

their prod ucts were in great demand. Their Ii ing 

produce more but the demand limits them. In rain 

them and makes their working life hal' h. f ir ( 111 th 

n uring th lim , \\ h n 

many ca ttl e are not slaughtered . 0 , it i n t a 

abse nce of enough sunlight make it diffi ult. 

fin th "in . I ~ \ 'n i it i ' r un . th' 
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' enera ll , tanning' i 
n r pI d lin n th I nn r li\' in abJ' I \ rt) . 

Products whi ch had been ba i th , n w om . mcmonc of 
ciders. Abba !\ya lew wh timat hi 2 r m rn r h \\ In) n~tnl 

wearing a tanned cloth had b cn. 

There wero few tann r ' who \ 'p said 10 have been 
brought by Ras lIailu and th' fwpp 'ned 10 .\ellie around 
Aroge Amba. The tanner ' prim I'il prodll ') 'Iolh '.\ or 
wealth farmers. 1 11 ' d to \ al' 'kin unlil tIIy adolescence 
But I wear a tanned skin 171 nc and th II was wh '17 III 

fa ther brought it from ozam n, a pia 'e in ·O)jOnt . II H'CH 

later the noble men and 'orne p pillar \V 'ollh ormer.\ 
began to wear ~ hiti 'h C lion I thes. E\ n II' adopl 
wearing shema (co l/on loth) radl/o/ly. 

In genera l, the present situation indicat that go d da ar ~ r lt nner . 

Unless coping mechanisms are devised, today' hi ghl aluabl pr du t f tanning \\ ill 

be memories of the pas t in the near fu ture. The ~ II wing tabl illu trat m< 111 pr 

of tanners with cost of raw material, ell ing pri c b IC G tur f the 

product. Thi s wi ll help to understand the ec n mi iIi n f tann r and r Ie f 

products which would in turn help to imag ine thei r ur i al. 

Main Cost of Cost of Basic fea tur 

products of Raw Finished 

tanners materi al product 

Ankelba 20- 30- It 10 k like a 

2S birr* 33 birr mother' ba k ilh trap and a b tl rn ti 

shoul der ch t and \ al l. It 

genera ti n . M 

P ture a it i 

pe r epti n 

it h Ip ' th b b d 

ut f I 'llh r. I LIt thi ' 

it fr m b'ing '1 ught or' 

manufa tur d r pi u ' 

fac t r n i n g i t m pi' t ,I . I ~ \ en ru ra I \ i II a g . 
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Jlq omada 

Jendi 

mechagna 

Tab le I 

40-

45birr 

50-70 

18-25 

Om ' hu, • ' n 

ugh th hi -m ' c WI ' ·/hCl h'l man) gl 

n wi rr ive munulu ' un; 'amlcnt hu\' 

liti lightn 

form r. ' r m thi w an 

enough to pr du 

mea ur m nt t 

aqomada full 

replaced aim 

some elder ' 

mushrooming 

called segno med b r 

in rural vi lI age to 

honorable gue t . 

longer than it and u d I Ii 

tin hc) (rc n t . lin ) U ' thc 

ling \\ oul ~ 'pi 

. It 

h farm ' r" ann u 

k.in i ' 

m n ' 01' 1 

icld i . n 

, I \\ cigh kg. It i ' no\\ 

nl )' r und in I 

d. II i u 

r, p pic r p 

ut 

' . Fr m 'kin n 

J 

*The price is to skin of an ox. The profit fro m th pr du I an 

the number produced from an ox skin 
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3.1.2. Pottery 

IU IV I) \\ . 10 
Pottery in Dcmbecha like in m 

Il allpike ( 1968) the di vi ion 

pottery in pa rt ic ul ar ha 

pec ifi ca ll y fe male craft ince v m 

ur in gener' 1 an 

air!} )b\ IOU 'I) a 

repar' i)!1 of Ihe 
clay it is ground on a grindstone im ilar t 

usc (Il allpike, 1968:263). The fi eld 

justifi ca ti on, Mess ing (1957: 87) p inted 

preparation of food and therefore a tri tl y fem 

engaged in tasks away from home, and it i in 

imilar \\ ilh Ie ' ing'. 

t • an c, t 'n ' i n or 
cplcd 10 b' 

r a man n t 

to mes in a kitchen or task taken as a continuati nd m n d " lar 

is carried out on the basis of strict sex ba d di i i n f I m 

r n w rking 

I cment 

in the process of pot making is considered di gra eful. Bu t all f Ih 

men have no a helping hand in the production f p !ler . Th r 

take part in the process though not engaged direc tl in th pr du 

may elucidate the issue. 

Ato Ayenew is a farmer and a) ea 1', /I Ii) '.' ill \/ g> I. 
He prefers to call him 'elf 'a ful/ lim 0 1'111 1" b III . he 
engages in weaving once in a ) hi! , III ) Ii 1/ his 
customers requesled him 10 rnak abi or 17 1,la, IIi .. wi " 
Wlo Senlayehu is a pOller. he doe ' nol alll I . ' lIIak > pOI.'. 
II is only when a quick ca 'h i ' n d l or Ih ' pri ) ill III , 
market is rewarding thaI 'he Ilims h I' a > I pOll 'l)'. Ito 
Ayenew has a donkey on whi h h lIIC1inl 11' 111. por/:\ 
grain. Blil he use ' Ihe donk 10 tak III' pOI ' hi .. wi e 
makes to the market a . wel/, 

Il usbands of potters, like Ato Ayenew sometim 

produc ts to market and sometimes the cia il fr m dif 

ning Ih 

especia ll y those who are old enough carr p t 

they cal l shimel to the market. But men can n r pani 

Ir I h d in < I ng . Ii ~ 

'''ing. " ' ''ing Ih ' 
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pot , like making it , is an entirely 

at the expense of their honor. 

m n' a ti It 

As it has been frequent ly stated by arl 

Pankhurst, 200 1) pottery has never howed r marka 

techni cal implementation. Even today, fi r p tier r 
production tools are hands supplemented by th r impl 

int) 

in I hn 

m 

mal n 

round soft stones etc. That is to say, pot-m ak ing in th 'd on 

personal sk ill and local knowledge; potter of t da manag t pu r 'U th ir ( ti it In 

ways their predecessors followed for many year. 

An attempt was made by small scale and micro fin ance nt rpn LI r LI 

vvoreda to improve pottery production. According t ur u Tcw'da, 

six potters were trained to use a machine that wa d ign d t m kc p t-making m r 

ease. She added that after being initially trained, the ix train 

other more numerous potters and consequently to facilitate th 

association. But the attempt ended in failure since fi ve LIt f 

nt fp ttr ­

I ft th nd 

abandoned pot making. According to wlo Birkie, the onl y p It r r mall1 In em ha . the 

bureau had arranged training for a number of potter but n n 

interested even to attend the training let alone to u e th m hin 

declared that the machine is difficult to operate and time taking. h tat 

Using the wheel (machine) his n Ihin 10 ad I I 1/1 

livelihood. First il require Iwo peopl 10 p rol . 8111 II " 

are accustomed 10 working a/one. nd il i . Iri 'l il1 
raw material seleclion. If Iher i a I r 1/10/1 11/1 011111 0 

say sand mixed wilh clay or if Ih I probl 11/ in Iii 
proportion of waler and /0 whit kl1 ' dil1~, il 
immediately stops workin . We n I 10 1/ . J pllr ' /oy 1/1 I 
use il wilh a peljecl proporlion, ol/p /'\ lI i .. > \1" lI'i/l \I' J.'I J 

much time Irying 10 gel il ri hI an I 111'1 1/1 01' 'r I~ lil1. 
Besides, if we tly 10 COlnp n II Ih ' 0 11/0 1/11/ 0 I il/l ' /lId 
energy we capitalize by a kin j ll I . 
would dare buy us. Howev r, I do n 'l h i Iii 1 0 1.' II (Iii ) 
machine) makes are fin er Ihon Ih Iho " II ' Ii J 10 11/0 ) 
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a rc ult , this out- of -fa or ma hin i n r In U ' in I m BI[ i · 
reportcd that she never u ed it m 

1m Ih ugh Hlila I In h '[ h )mc. 
In fact, it is clear that if the am unt fin 

uni Icnl 'n u·h to 
compcn ate the time wasted and the r m trial ' Ih m hin \\ ul n t be 
di favored. 

Production process of pots is almo t imil ar ith \ h rv-dinpl-r 

vill ages around Addis Ababa. The tep begin ith r 
the clay, fo llowed by making the clay dry(t make th 

separate the coarse from the fine) then kneading and b king th 

fourth step is coiling, scraping and smo thing th d ign d Pi " hi h I I r mu t b 

decorated and fired. 

The products of many potters are not diver . Ther ar crtain pr du t Ih t d minat' 

the market which include cooking pots like desl(lhe 'mall 'sf 'ookin J pol), agala(lh 

bi ggest and mainly used while serving large number f p pI ), ith Ih ir ating II -

gulcha (trivets) and liquid containers like gan (bigg t P t u d t nl I < I b r 

called leila), madiga(smaller than gan and u ed t ~ t h nl In 

water fo r washing) andjebena (coffee pot) wilh diffl r nl iz 

These products have been parts of the orthern Elhi pian ' il h n- ul tu r '. Th ugh 

absence of creativity among the potters is an ob d m nd Ih 

society has played great part. Especiall y, to potl r 

society has been impediment to produce n wand m r pl . 

no customer (jelagi yelachewm). She said : "Aft r I t k Ih 

months, I decided to produce other item li k n 
reli nquished to produce more since the alread pr du d tv pi 

so ld" 

Ih ' 

h, h \' n t b' n 

In addilion, recent times have di sp layed a I ugh mp lili n r m 111 d rn la: li' an 

stcel products to pottery products that ha e n d 

Liquid containers are being replaced b pIa ti Jar ' ill) cI ' \/ i 

supplemented and even, sometime repla d b it. il11 I) 
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desl (lit. des! of iron). The durab il it 

m th m 

pot produc ts are at better situati on in r i ting Ih In 

compared with other craft product . The 

pottery to an even deeper abyss . The rea 

despite the wide ly circulating plastic and t el pr du t 

keeping the water cool and the we! ( auce) h t it h it 

'm 

>1 

lit) r 
nt .. . 

Concerni ng marketing, potters described that th ir in ught in p rpl it )'. That i ' t 

say, they do not have a persistent fl ow of in ome' 'v hat th 

seasona ll y. In summer time (bega) when the weather fa r th pr du Ii n, th In m' l ' 

somewhat rewarding. But paradox ically even in th e tim th n r It Ih wcr' 

we ll-off. Amazed by thi s fact wlo Birkie said: "T b frank , Ih am unl 

receive during bega (summer) is not to be complai n d. It i j u t th 

the wind, blown away in the blink of an eye '. Ii 

acquainted with skill s of money management or a ing. il i 

squander what they get reckless ly, put1ing into con id rali n th 

'spendthrift ' feas ts organized now and then. Be ide , lik Ih r ani 

have options to se ll their products. 

m n \\ 

alter \\ilh 

t \\ 11 

r i I ' 

do n I 

However, potters admitted that the current price to b en uragi ng th u h n igni II III 

change has been observed in their living standard due t th ab an 

might be re lated with their experience of marginali za li ta 

main products of potters in Dembecha woreda v ith th ir b i di lingui hing h ra I r 

and function. 
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Main product 

or potters 

Can 

Madiga 

ra\ pn 

Materi al * of 

fini hed 

pr du t 

60-80 

birr 

35-40 

IL ha ' tw 'ar ', IL main U,' I to 

It i n t In e\ 'I) nc ', h ) U " II ' 

n th lin n ial . pabilil) of Ih' 

II h . thr ' car , IL 

birr main purp 

Dest, 

Setatidest, 

I1ga/a 

Jebena 

Milad 

C lI fcha(trivets) 

Table 2 

7-8, 

40-50 

55-60 

15-17 

30-40 

9-1 3 

ometim ncighb ring 

occa ion th 

daily to PI' pare wot, , r\' during 

feasts but 

ceremonl e c r IUli v I I rg number 

ra, II i ' put 

n Ih Ii r , 

*For all pot products raw material i free, But p tlcr in Ih I wn m ' r qUlr LI)tng 

firin g woods and straw, 
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3.1.3. Weavin 

Wcav ing is the onl y craft that cr n in I 'm 
Both Muslims and Christ ian are engag d in th 

parti cipate both male and fe male. It had b n r p 

Most of my in fo rmants stated that it a a job 

rescarcher came across two female wea er 

m' inl 

were not the onl y female weavers and ther 

they adm itted that they are not good at the 'trad iti n 1' 1 

ca ll ed gabi. Moreover, females took part in the pr 

spinning measures women's competence within the d min nt 

(1964 :277) stated the gentility of spinning prized th v m n 

reputations while weaving unlikely labeled the wea r at th 

The materials that are needed for weaving and the pr du ti 

what Mess ing had observed in 1957. The main pr ducti n t 

ti n laiming that th ') 

utlh m. h 'n though 

II n thrca 

Pankhurt 

I p iti n. 

till imil r with 

hi hi ' lik 

a comb with hard wood bars with neat row f th ir r d I r ' I. ' 

horizontal ly between them also the headlong arrangement v hi h 

sti cks and cards and the small canoe-shaped shuttl ca ll d mOl anl'Clri '0 mad 

hard wood and pierced by a hole through which the c It n thr ad r m th I n In ' l 

the shuttle can later be drawn during weaving. (Me ing, I 

In the past, handloom cotton thread was the onl y ra ... mat n I u 

products of weav ing; qamis, netala (costs 30 -45 birr) and 

been wo rn by Ethiopian women for hundred and arguabl th u 

in di ffere nt adjacent society, from the peasant to th 

the quality of the production may greatly var . A 'trad iti 

very loose and often is held up by a kind of\; ide belt that Ii 

Thi s belt, locally known as maqanel (cost 15-"Obirr) i 

thread by weavers. Nowadays, qamis a ell a lIIaQ /11 I i 

thanks to the introduction and wide popularit f 111 d rn 

ve ry wide scarves worn predominantly b men and m 

r 

men 

, q ' /IIil , i: 

. Vel J/ nd ~ I hl ar 

li v'l . Th', 'rn ut " 



h 

ar made tm ugh a pr 

remark able change. 

th t i 

The hand l om thread i mainl pun 

\,vork er ) . It i orga ni zed in u h 

ometime v hen the cu tom r 

rn 

their order. Then they deal with th v a r 

come back at that date to take the fini h d pr du l. Th 

days to a month based on the amount r pr du 

Weave rs are famous for their craft ar ah a 

great di stance, so they have a busy chedu l . 

n \\ I h ut 

ell ' \1(/ \ Cn >n o ' r I 

I ' 'all ' flt/ul/II 

h " '1(1(/ 11 \\ ilh 

Ih Ir li\ ' an 

n ma t a ~ e r m Ii te 'n 

r i ' try ing 1 ma ~ ' at a ll/n " 

'\ en from 

he fi nishes it and then the product i take n t be Id in th me rk t r t t \\ n \\ h 'r' th 'r' 

are certai n shopkeepers who buy them to r pn 

owadays, weavers are witnessing change ' mal n I th ')' U ' r r 

production and as a result their product . 1 he I ng u 

of favo r leav ing its place for a factory made thr ad. 
ing Ul 

in demand. An eas ier to handle and wear, 01 r d ar mad r m th n wi ' rri \ ' 

threads is what every farmer and some of the to\ n p pi \ ar 

ca ll it Co)jam azene. 

Some weavers reported that the thread has impr d th ir li n . Ban hi ml 

female weavers said: " I have never made abi r 17 t ' 10. It ii i fj 

handl oom thread. I always make Gojjam azene t b rank ; i it \ 

fth 

wi lh 

lor' 

threads, I wouldn ' t have tried weaving". n th r v a r, Ito tr < \\ <I i : " ;OlJOIII 

azane is easy to make. Besides, it has great demand. That lIIok '. III ' \I' II/ t to do it .. 

Bt th is is not the reality among weavers in deep rural ar a. In rur I 

weavers perform their craft only as a supplement t a j th 

farmin g. Though they turn their faces to wea ing \ h n th 

income they generate is more like a supplem nt t th ir 

remain loyal to the ' tradition' some h w. Th till u h 

they make qamis and netala more frequ entl than th ir 1 wn 
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The u e of the traditi nal qOll/ i ' n iul 

h liday and ce relT) ni e . Rur I m 11 in Ih 

morc inclination to wear the qomi ' than ur 11 W 

cem to lead 'modern ' wom 11 t 

Evcn in those areas , the pr ducti 11 and qomi ' i 

Jana (costs 60-80birr) is a pecia l kind 

border . This kind of gob i has cial alu 

pl ace and wear during important cea i 

ti me . It is almost abandoned. Weaver 

staggered by the swallowing modern garm nt . 

and some as pire for big towns. Ato Melkamu, 

already in Bahir Dar and Addis Ababa. H aid: " In big t 

dres and you earn much. Traditional dre 

. in! 'm~ hi 

" cp it in a pc ' lal 

lI' it man) 

\\ 'a\ ing an: 

Ihem I" \ ' the area 

ri nd ' \\cr' 

'ullti rul 

become of every day use. I think it i partl y du t thi th. t m r ' migml' to 

thcse towns". 

In Dembecha SlI1ce 1998 E.C there wa an a1l mpl b m II 

cnterprise bureau to orgaruze weaver in gr up 

cooperat ion the product was continuou de pite th d m 

wcavers were 16 in number at the beginning. 

weavers have a section in the market to sell their pr 

gobi . In addition, tibeb, carefull y crafted and e 

Ih Ir pr u ti vi l) . 111 Ih' 

mT. I'h' 

predominantly during wedding season. The rk r appr iat th r <11 

shared the income equally. But since the bureau did n 

since the market is not dependable, the began t 

left it one by one (informants), no\ onl 

genera l, weav ing like other craft acti vitie d li nin r I 

now mi grating out of Dembecha and the maj rit i m r 

n Iru 1\\ nh ' man g 'r an 

1 g th r. In 

\\ 'a \ 'r ' ar' 

in m 'rn f'abri : . 



3.1.4. Blacksmithin 

Thc miths of Dembecha woreda are pr babl th VI t in num 

the arti sans. Blacksmithing as a manual upati n In r cr, t I ' t 

three. Two strong workers are employed in hamm nng. II) I cr than 
others, is responsible in guiding the hamm nng h < t d ir n rap to h' 

po ition that needs to be hammered. He u e a pin r lh hca cd ir n. 

Blacksmithing has showed remarkable chang in in r a ing th n an 

in im proving too ls of production when it i compared t 

a material used for bellowing and is made fro m g at kin he 

It is now be ing replaced by a modern blower hi ch i 

r m< n) ) 'ar. . 

d IlIbo,medeb or 

shanko. This modern blower works with electri c p w r, im il r li ght ulb In ur 

houses . That makes it preferred by the smith t th tir m manual wOl1a 

proudly prove as it has played unprecedented r Ie to in r th LI nlit an 

products , hence, their income. Accordingly, Mekicha a bla k mith in rm nt in 

sa id: 

we had not been living. Blacksmithing nolV b 0 111 bll 'il1 ' . Ihal 
every body needs to j oin. 11 helps improv d 111 in 0 111 ' . I . 111 lIIak I 

many products in a short period oj lime and a. il . I 'a l1 01.'0 1111 I 

different products in differenl styles. It av tilll . In n 1'01 il bring ' 
us (b lacksmiths) to life. 

rt i 

' mith ' 

r 

However, it was only in the town where electric p v ri a 

still work with the 'traditional' goat skin bellow. II r pr 

request . That is to say, if customer do not r que t a 

blacksmiths will not take the initiati ve. Thu , mu h r th 

L1LItII ' h'l n 

to sharpening dull items and repairing broken on 

so skimpy. 

Another fac t that favors blacksmithing i the 

agri culture and material culture of the p op l 

Dembecha Woreda as also to Ethi opia i 
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.. 

a compani ed by black mith pr du I In lu 

and fca ture. 

Main products Sc lling 

Of blacksmi ths pnce Of the pr du 

Of a 

fi ni shed 

product 

Maresha 80- It is the maj or pi 

II0birr is fi tted at the b It m lip 

Machid(s ickles) 7-IObirr 

Ii n 

d in < n n r' \\ pi ugh. II 

Ih Ir ighl lied 

from sim ple wood. II u cd I 
ling mad' 

th m In gri 'ult llra l 

Malerebiya 

Kara 

Mero(chise l) 

implement during 

I t is rapidly replaced b 

fac tory and i 

20-28birr It is a small 

handle which ha a kn II 

common one used to cut w 

land etc. It is comm nl c 

ha li n >. 

II I 

farmer whenever he i at th fa rm I n 

10-17birr 

sharp and is taken I 

frequentl y. 

milh 

size. The smaller 111m nl 

L3 L1 1 no\\ 

n Inl)... . 

Ii I \\' 

d m ' I 

\' r in I 
Ii \ iIi' . 

while the relati ely bi 

and are kept a~ in a 

r l<lIghl nn 111m I. ' 

20-27birr 

make hole on v \ \ Ing \\ 
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DOnia 28-35birr 

id d 

One 

re er 

Anka.lye(s pear) 7-12birr 

two or on pr ng d. Th 

can be produced fr m tr ight m 

end; thi s type ha n v 

Chubie(dagge r) 8-20birr It is straight and 

the kitchen knifl 

and also smaller in iz but \ id r. 

Table 3 

me im"p 'Clr. 

. It di " r from 

\ ilh h rp 'n . 

3.2. Exchange system and Livino tandard 

In the past, bartering was believed to be the common rm 

Craft worker informants in Meged expressed that arti an pr 

had been exchanged with grains. Concern ing It n 

exchange with grains was not preferred . For the e craft 

medi um s of the total money price. Thus, cott n cl th 

sharpened/ repaired and sold in cash whi le fe male' pr du l 

for direct consumption. Quantity of the grain had t b 

r~T . 

and If n impl'm 11l ' 

quality, size and type of the craft product. In add iti n, pr u li ulLural 

season had to be taken into consideration. If th farm 

affected/disturbed craft workers would not exp t I , 

we re mai n gra ins used in exchange for the raft. 

we re/are highly demanded to be sold out ide th 
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rather preferred to be sold to I al m r h nl . Th I I I 

aluabl e products for cash incom lik and il 

Thus, art isans were required to ell craft In 

words, grains exchanged with craft wer th 

for domestic consumption. 
th t t I \ pri 'man 

owadays, craft products are so ld in mone . In fa I \ h n i iling • ur U) m' r el h ' 

researcher observed small pots being exchang d rted 

that exchange with grains is not preferred and u uall d n pli n; \\ h 'n mar~el 

hours come to end. Otherwise, almost all craft pr du t ar \\ ilh m n ') . Pric' 

is fi xed thro ugh bargaining based on the prevailing mark I ituati n. 

Marketing of crafts is usually guided by the price fa ri ulturt I pr 

and price of crafts were determined by the mark ting en ir nm 

ir ul Ii n 

gri ulw ra l 

marketing is more likely to follow similar direction. 

dependent activity. 

a r LIlt ra I \ rking r m. in ' 

Concerning living standard of artisans there have b en gr at mp r 

the situation before the 1975 land reform . In the pa t, LIb i I n 

craft production. Craft workers both in the town and rural ili a 

on craft production due to the prohibition to own CLllli 

crafts as a so le means of livelihood is said to ha e be 

Ian I. . r, 

Ie 

armln rural vi ll ages, like in Meged, have gradually inclin d t 

dwell on farming for their subsistence while man 

agri cul ture side by side. The craft worker farmer \i h 

seems advantageous economically. Because th 

consumption in farming while cash requirem nt ar m t 

crafts. 

In the town, Dembecha, attempts were al 

production with other economic acti viti e . 
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Irade and other easonall pr fit a 

lim e of fe ti va ls. Female arti an 
a ti iti c Ii II" in' in 

and tradi ng vegetabl s. Ther ~ re, ani n 

tempted to leave the occupati on. Aim 

been alternative means to make a Ii ing 

ome of them mentioned the in ufficien 

combined the low income and nature of th 

the occupation. The words of Birkie a p lIer in 

Wotebet may illustrate the issue. The poner aid 

hi ' n I 

majority 

Icu\ ' 

1 n tann ' I' in 

POI making is liresome d m 11/ 10 'hi) ml ad '. ' bealll)' 
(me!ek yalefa!). There i ' n lim I r SI ; \I' h / 1' 11'01" 'el 
all Ihe year round. Despil Ih ,. '11 .. I\' rking, we 'Wl 'I 

live good life, even som lim il 1110 b eli I 'lilt 10 ' (II 

lunch and dinner. So, if I had an alt rn Ii 
amount of income, ! wouldn 't pra Ii il. 

In a similar way, Tadle said: "I am struggling to aband n tannin ). It i ti r m 

especia ll y when you see the gain, you fee l hop Ie . But I till It nning 
due to lack of capital to run other activities . I ha apr gr mm 

machine". 

In fact , they admitted the fact that the price of erafl I UI Ih' 
income is not sufficient enough to fulfill demand f Ihe lher 

items have been increasing more than the price of craft . In m' from 

crafts is not se lf sufficient, even to feed a fami! I I al n I run Ih ruin' , ' in " il 

va lue is great ly determined by the price of grain. 

In general, the living standard of artisans in Dcmb ha 

Course, according to the view of some artisan in M d, aft 

economic position has improved si nce they are grant dian 

their li ving standard is not improved to the ex pe led I I. 

partition hi s agricultural products to earn ea h and ~ r 

fa rm ers can se ll their part time produced craft ~ r h. In Ihi 
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b 

tandard is ex pected to be better than th 

co ul d be sa id that their living tandard i 

is achieved, Thi s is maily due to land iz and th 
nIh p 'I, n 

other words, the economic situati on of lh art i an d p n 

land which is smaller than the majori ty [arm r , In additi 

working seems diffi cult since time to craft ing i a ail a , unng 

bega ( ummer), Converse ly, this season eem g d l in . the 

buying capacity of what they earn from craft relati I m 
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CHAPTER F R 

4. Factors and Form of Mar inalizati n 

4.1. Cultural Marginalizati n a ' a act' r 

The source of craft workers' marginalizati n ar LI . Ict) In 

Dembecha, li ke elsewhere in Amhara, p opl ha 

based on presti ge . In the stratification, cial tatu 

Status was thought to drive fro m land, and land i th 

1973 :8). Thus, economic fac tors have to be tak n a part th ndur 

or the soc iety. 

The data co ll ected during the fi eld work revea l that the margin li z ti n 

emanate from the social order and birth ascri bed tatu 

di vided the stratifi cation of the Amhara society int thr 

nobili ty, the clergy and the farming popul ation. H we r 

lowest tatus in the hierarchy. The nobility a a 

to be genealogically having aristocratic de cent fr 

royal lineage. The clergy and the fa rming populati on c uld h 

ordinary persons. Despite the genealogically determined di r~ r n In 

taLU hierar -h) 

ran w rk r. 

Ih 

Ihe 

irth a 

I p -iIi n, Ih' 

noble and the commoners all together fo rm a ingl d min nl lr LIp • b "(lho/ 

(wellborn) against other social groups like arti an . 

In relati on to the focus of this research, the categoriz ti n r Ih 

is between despised handicraft craft worker eje 

(chewa). The category of handicraft worker in Iud 

blacksmiths. These groups of the societ ar th d pI 

categori zation of artisans as in fe rior social gr up i atlr i ut 
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mong the factor the pre In n r I ri UI 

beli efs as umpti on , n gative 
ump in . Ih· 

ex pl anati on that has been frequentl mcnt i n Ih 

the marginali za tion of arti san i fair! rial d \ ilh wh I I 

.. ul tural marginalization i expr ed in I}pin " IIUlln I \\ r un 

mythologica l justifications for the I w tatu f min rili " 

4.1.1. Myths about the Origin of raft' Work r ' 

The fi rst myth explains that craft worker e luding I m UI r m thc . II 

while a farmer farm . This myth portrays arti an 

who are said to have been created on the ima c 

created them by using farmers as agents. Thi Icr th' 

fa rmers who owed the 'noble occupation', farming. Thi m h 

in portraying the quality of the arti sans work and th ir pic 

thought to possess the occupation of di shonored cr atur . 

maj r r I' 

. rhc rc 

Ilowcvcr, the social position of craft worker i n t xa II I with th 

Thi s is because, members from such a de pi ed arti an gr up wh 

work ing years ago are still considered social in feri r . In ddi ti n, 

stated ordinary farmers can involve without damaging th ir taw . 

The content of the second myth is similar \i ith \i hal 

(1978) explained in relation to the Menze ideo logica l m th a 

workers. The myth is explained in such a wa that: 

The buda nature of artisan is due I E 
thirty children until the day od cam I h I' 111 1 • i 110 .111011' 

him all. She showed him fift e n 0 Ih III hidill 1 III , 1" . I I I ' ' 11 

As he knew she lied to him, il i . beli d III I '0 111 I\' S i /10 lIer 

"Good! Let all you hide remain lIidd /1 

fift een became invisible 10 her and human ' ill: ' ill g 'ller ~I II 1.1 

believed then Ihal all Ihe fi.. I n or Ul" I 1111/1' ' II 0 b" II /(/ 
became various sorlS of Ihe viI pil' il wlli 'lI III , bl/ell I '01 II! 

belonged to mystical power relal d I III I'il ") 
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Thc ncxt ori gin myth depict a raft v rk r 
1m n I ~ 

\ ith human beings in genera l but fa ll en 

Accordingly, the fo llowi ng myth ha 

as ociating them with non-Chri ti an 

I pi In Ih m) h a : 

There were anti-Christian ,. up il1 1 '{'0 I Illeel f/ulorClwitlll 

initially, these people were bl . d) ith Ih J. ill () cm (li b '6) 

These people were well known in th i,. . .,. >1 ' vii powe,. Ii hleh 

enabled them to discover material ,. 11/ . iI, olid iron and '01/0 11 

f iber. This power was known only am on I • n I ,. wi 111 lIml Ira 

transmitted genealogically. Butlall r, th il agaim/ 

human beings in general and hri tian ' lI'h had Iii' d arOllnd 
them in particular. in addition, they w ,. 

the deceased. Like the art of makin 

reincarnation was secret, not een and a qui,. d onyol1 ) 0111 0 

their genealogy Lalter, having seen th i,. il I' d, . d 1/1" 

power to Christians to control them. 

Thi s myth implicitly assumes that the art of making mat rial fr m Ih ii , 

cotton fibe rs need to have secret power. Accord ingl th a ilit ' 

be lieved to be resulted from magical forces and the pr 

dangerous transformation (Simoons, 1960). In addi li n in I 

(Iikc Christians in this myth) those who can w rk u hire n ~ rm 

ass umed to have supernatural help (Quirin, 1977 :_ 

considered as evil driven. This is because it i th ughl t 

the evil possessed people. In other words, as Haberl and : I 

to involve some degree of fear and belief that th 

with unclean and/or spiritually degrading qualiti 

have been conquered and accepted Chri stianit 

lac 

kept unde r control of the conqueror and becam li ab l I m t ' ri al: \\hi II \\ 'r' 

nceded by their master. 
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nother myth which has a similar onn tati n \ ith th 

of craft workers with a cruel and 'anti - hri Ii n' m n 

expl aincd: 
Ibb 1 ) Ie \ 

There was a man in Israel al/ed Ka la, II II! 1\ '011 '" W, h ' (11/ \ • 

Kayla had burnt churche ' and ma ' 'a /' d 'hri llWI\ /n dllt: 

course of time, Kayla and hi 01/0\ r CIIII IInd ' r lit/! 'Qtllralo 

Christians and subjected to e/'ve Ih III, II II! . \' r, Ko 'I" "tid It l\ 
fo llowers had frequ ently revolted even CI I'r .W b lll i , 101/ lJ ' lI1/;: 

offensive, the kings and rna 'Ier come 10 b \" /' S ,,.io ll , II h lH 

gradually that these rebelliou group ' \ ,., b Ipli: 'ei by Ihelr 

masters, Hence the occupalion Ihey en I d in i ' 'omid 'r .t! 
disgraceful and dishonored. 

In Abba Ayalew's view, this had been due to the unr Ii bl 

workers that they kept under ' true ' Christian, Acc rdingl 

self adm inister, they would be offensive and becam Ir 

Chri sti anity, It is assumed that craft workers had 

economIc benefits since economic well being 

equal ity, In other words, the above two myth indi al Ih 

maintained between the dominated and dominant ' hi 

\\ r 
rr m 

In an 

"asymmetric upward flow of di ffe rence"", which \ a " hara riz t I mi 'lnu, 

suspicion, and mahcious rivalry" (Hoben, 1970:95), 

Another myth 9 claimes that craft workers are cur ed r < lur du 

denial to Christ. Accordingly, craft workers are th ughl I pr 

used during God's Crucification, Non-craft 

their skill against Christ since they were said 10 ho 

Cruciflcation by providing the tongs to pull him aul a 

crucify him with. (Damtew,2000:95) This explanat i n v 

'anti-Christ ro le' , 

d Ih 

111 I 'd I 

Ih ir tty r 

Ih 

r I I II 'O/" ' 1'\ I/\ .t! 

Ollt II i "f',. ' \1 (1m/ 

111,,11 ' III ' " II I to 

i t th 'III'S ' 

9 ' I II 0 '''' 11 0 11 - r"f, 1.'orA er (" 11""1111\ r his my th lIIas th e most frequently mellllOller. Illy I "III /) 'J ' 
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In general, the above myth p rtra ilh r 
evi l deeds or revealed unnaturall y. lm pli itl th m Ih 

migrants i.e . as they are not 'o ri ginal' inha itant 

traces the ori gin of craft workers from I ra I thr 

depict diffe rent ethnic background. Hove r a 

inves ti gation is concerned, there is no di tingui h 

to say, thc researcher doesn' t come acro 

and they (to refe r non-craft workers wh m eraft \ 

add iti on, despite the dominant society's ventur t maint 

craft workers do not seem to accept any ori gin cat g r . 

that the type of relation between the dominant and th 

maintained through negative characterizations f th 

offensive or destructive character. 

p pi 

It Ir 

II ·he~lU . In 

n in m) h.', Ih' 

Ignif) 

\\hi h 'h ul 

i, ling Ih m \\ ilh 

4.1.2. Negative Characterizations and Normati c umption 

There are different negative characterizations and a n-

craft workers in . an attempt to rationali ze the marginali za li n r\... r '. 

Predominantly, artisans ofDembecha are considered a ha In p r Ii 

One of the non-craft workers key informant di cl cd th 

untrustworthy and unreliable. This characterization in th 

nature of artisans from the myths explained ab e v hi h d pi I Ih m 'ni' r. f 

Chri st. The unreliability is also maintained in relati n t 

complained that artisans did not care about cu t mer . Th 

produce by calculating the amount of money the v uld l. 

craft worker earns good income, he/she den I arc a ul 

depict, as craft workers have no place for ocial 

further disclosed tpat artisans replace the d qu lili 

customers with the poor one. Some n 

I . h k . glr p ting Ih pr mi ume iab le nature of artisans Wit eepln 
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II i commonl y believed that arti n u lIall d n I 

thcy promised. 

In additi on, arti sans are con idered a una 

thoughtless abo ut their future. on-arti an in 

luxurious li fe whenever they get mone r n t. 

for tomorrow (lenege malet ayawkem). In thi rc rd 

in Meged reported the following: 

m n ') 

th n n- I ' n in ml<lOt 

artisans do not care aboul Ih ir h II ' . 100h. III ' /1 if I ' 

They are primarily jocli d on whal I b J ' 1/ ' 11 '0 

mailer how much Ihey arn. nOlhing is I J I IV impro\'e 
their life . During be a (."1If11f11 r . l on, 111 " 100 ' Ii ' 
thousands birr paid governlll 111 I1Iplo)' I I llln/1~ 
Kiremit (winter) they are fi lin I II Ih doolytlrd~ o · 

jarmers to borrow grain '. In fi l I. 'in II I.' 
endowed jrom their jather (k abal )/ ' 1 

they can not change or aller il. 

At such instances , the characterizations are belie d t 

biologically inherited. However, the explanati on are d 

In ' h') n.: 

ng th' Ii ' I data 

is concerned. For instance, starvation of ordi nar farm r at Kir 'lII il \\ int 'f i ' Ih' 

defin ing feature of the woreda's economy and it i n t un 

gra ins from relatively wealthy farmers. So, "h 

sim ilarly? In addition, though the dominant 

artisans. But there are wealthy people who 1I ed t 

workers are now mentioned as wealthy merchant 

are perhaps stemmed from the interest to keep ani an 

such characterizations have great contributi n I 

involvement and treatment. 

Thcre are also negative characterization alta h d \ ilh 

workers and exploit as main factor ~ r mar inali z Ii 11 . I' r in 'l n ' . 

associated with the dirt of the hide the ar 
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nife The association with ' impurit h gr nd 
I in 

the dimensions of physical contact and 

with tradi ti onal methods tanner mainly at th ir w r pi t 

Tanner are also said to have different fa ial 

worker key informants asserted that tann 

phys ical structure. As a result, someone ha ing u h 

(tanner) descent and referred as Jaki yema elal he I 

there is no any clearly distinguished phys ical featuf 

people as far as the researcher ' s field work experien e i 

is no phys ical criteria that set tanners apart or unl th 

. m tin I 10 

their crafts, outsiders can't easily identi fy the tanner fr m Ih n n- r I \\" rk r · ·impl) 

by looking the color and physical structure. 

Cra ft workers are also stereotyped as having no ttl d ad , m 109 r m ' I 

place as they feel it fit. There is a saying "Shemani 

has no countrylO and land to own). Of course, orne arti 

been moving to trade their products and/or when the nearb n 

large quantity of clothes for his servants and famil . H \ 

famil y. Therefore, 'wherever an artisan went oul f 0 m 

detached; it is his natal home ' (key craft worker in ~ rman! 

view the explanation is speculation of the dominant 

superior pos ition. 

In addition, arti san excluding tanners are characterized a 

or tela ke lal (lit. light grace). What the societ all d 

clothing or physical structure. Non -craft worker 

no matter how huge and well-dressed he is' . 

could identify a handicraft worker by his grace (b I I \ ) . 

n 

ut Ih 

IiI. ' n nrti "ln 

ml 

Ih'ir 

nn I r 'main 

th i r ./1 11\'0) 

IiI. ht n gn ) 

\\ ith n ' 

'TO 1! II/ 

a th ) 

1I1 n'l BI\ ' an 

10 I/owever, many of the craft workers that I me/live f or a IOllg time, 

believe as tl, ey are Ethiopian and 'Dembecllian '. 

I ' II I" 'h I! ' II ' re bll r" I" t! 
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justifi cat ion. When the researcher a ked 'h vi, Ih 

beleh sifaye lV). In general , practical e id n 
'. lIupl h" ' 1/ 011 ee' : '" 

claim of craft workers as disgraceful. Thu 

explanation applied by the dominant society t 

Furthermore, the artisans are characterized a laz . 

arti sans were denied to own land due to their inabi lit 

rt h 

that farmi ng needs strength and endurance in contrar r t \ 

the dominant society perceive that artisans prefer to ng gc in h n 

simply need skill that can be acquired through imitation and pr ti 

They are also suspected not able to keep secret . rding 

worker , it was partly due to this fact that arti an k pI 

reli gious activities. 

Moreover, artisans are stereotyped as 'anti-social' . That i 

as they act and/or perform in contrary to norm and alu 

instance , the tanners are suspected of eating scrap from hid 

According to some non-craft workers, tanners in the pa t did n 

be eaten and who slaughtered the animal as long a it i m 

noti on that claims tanners as having relatively mu cular ph 

rapacious eating habit. The artisans are also con ider d ' 

claim that artisans do not respect holidays commem rat d in th 

Angels. 

10 .i 0 11 

Ih II 

I h r -I r .. 

rkin 1 \\ ilh . 

U I wh 1 p' rt I 

du lh 'ir 

inl: • n 

Howeve r, many of the above characterizations are mali ci u 

any authentic ground to say so because dispro ing qualili 

workers. Second, though much of the negati e prej udi 

among the chewa themselves, the legitimacy/ appli abi lil 

stereotyping value has never committed to mem r . Thu , Ih 

ip . Fir I, Ih htl \ n 

considered hereditary by the dominant societ 

the craf1 workers . In this regard, Ala Melkamu a 
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So much had b n i I 01/ I i icl III ," 
(negeroch) we,. . I 

IIr ' I I ' ll' ( \lip 'rtJr{/1II II 

groups) benefil, 1 laim Ih III '!I',\ CI I I 

Olherwise ~ e r 'I " 'j v l 0 1 I On Or hllm 11/ belll'\ '1' '(11 • I b~ 
one God and we ha n th ing p ' 'iol , 'PI 0 111' W i (: 

making objecls. While in n> d IIr h mc/\ ' prodll I 

badly, whal il mean halin LI . 

Therefore, the characterizations cited ab ar pcrh p 

rationalize exclusion or restriction of craft rk 

involvement in socio-economic and politi ca l afC ir . 

(1968) maintained in Konso, the stereotypes are ba cd up n th 

dominant group, they serve not only to reinforce that gr up' 

identity, but also its sense of superior rectitude. 

4.1.3. Associating Craft Workers with E il Ey 

i~c 

it \\ n 

Craft workers excluding tanners are attached with bllda. Th 

signifies "both the spirit which possess a person and th p r n 

spi rit possession" (Quirin, 1974:239). In add ition th piril i 

Thus, once a person is associated with the evil spirit hi 

m "h'\ 

f <u ' ing th 

be suspected of budC/o Thus, biological relation (thr ugh 

with such groups of artisans. This is to say though 

considered as poor marriage prospects, those who are kn 

likely to face strict avoidance. 

Eye contact is believed to be essential for the buda p pi I au Ih 

In other words, the evil eye attack is thought to be a mpli h d 

gaze is bel ieved to be essential , every eye contact v ilh th 

and worry at times of eye gaze or contact with th 

with fecundity and multiplication are belie ed t 

playing or acting freely/extrovertly is belie ed t 

That is to say, when one expresses hi /her em 
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Wilh olhers, he places himself in a pili n uln r iii 

1978). As a result, people usuall y do n t ~ I r 

silence" at times when people suspect Ih pr 

any case is believed to result in "wasling i kn 

bad luck , sick livestock and blighted crop ' 

in associa tions usually creates di sdain . A 

inlerpersonal relations and maintains ocial di Ian c 

, II > R 101 • 

I In 

workers who are said to be evil eyed. Sometime r I ar, 

the ' buda people ' prefer alienation particularl y during ring. 

In addition, it is believed that an entrails of a per on di d 

the buda people. Non-craft worker informant r p rl d th I buda p II) 

Ihin due to their taboo or unnatural eating habit. And th Ii" h 

died off evil eye attack is usually taken out of the gra pi In 

The society thought that buda people conceal their human id nlit whil igging th ' 

grave . The explanation assumes the alleged different hara I r Ih 

assert differential background. In addition, they are tere I p d 

because it is assumed that buda people ride hyena I 

This seems a symbolic attachment with a negali el 

study area hyena is considered as some thing ha ing m 

employed to refer negative trait. Accordingly, the 

art isans as rapacious eater or as evil scavenger. 

Though evil eye attack is said to be cured through 

better. As a precaution method, frequent contact and intima 

Thi s belief thus is expected to perpetuate spati al egr ga ti nil I,: hi 

reinforced other aspects of marginali zation. In addili n, Ih 

personal relation. For instance, families whose mem r i < II 

l ' 

In Ih' 

nam 

t in ult 

bill \\ ul n 

. I ' ity /ra vil/ II eJlabil " ll ei , " orllflill r 111 /1 11 
I I However, there are btula people It ve amol/g t Ie major 0 

tlt ough their presence is not considered good 
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Ih . I ~ n 

known during exorc ism , hel he v ill b in qu rr 1\ ilh th . 

In general, weavers , blacksmith and p tt r in 0 m 

ev il eye which implies low statu for b th Ih gr up n Ih 

ownership was restrictive and equal treatm nl h 

ev il eye attack has been an ideological for 

phys ical di stance which further perpetuate 

due to the perception as buda is inheritable and 

mil) . 

b I I I 

Ic' r I 

n lhr u·h 

h 'r \\ r . 

hasten evi I eye attack, social interaction ha be n r 

friend ship and neighborhood ties, residential int grati n t . 

in I rm ' ,. inl 'rmum ' ". 

4.2. Forms of Marginalization 

4.2.1. Residential Segrc )ation 

The spatial dimension of marginalization can b n 111 III m 111 II m tn 

segregation during social situations (pankhur t 200 1:2 . fi e ' r 
artisans in Dembecha concerning settlement pattern. Th 

among the non-artisan society forming their own mall lu t 

settl ement in arbitrari ly demarcated residential unit . Th 

among the 'host' community are expected to ha 

good soc ial tie. Hence, they are more likel d 

vulnerability to discouraging feelingslattitude 

settl ement pattern, craft workers' social relation and ph 

is less than the first one. 

As it has been mentioned, in Dembecha W reda th r 

vi ll ages fo und at the outskirts. This shows that arti an 

patterns are either voluntary, establi hed t a 

forced , initiated by the majority to ke p th m 

(Damtcw;2000, Pankhurst; 200 I ). 
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In helel, a rural kebele th arti an 

cgrc gati on. Rclatively sp ak ing 

or thc dominant society. Geographi all , th viII 

kcbe le where the soil is very po r. Th 

somewhat elevated area privileged 

yeshemaniewoch mender (lit. vi llage of arti an 

associated wi th despised and low tatu gr LIp . 

(2000) reported concerning monas tic arti an 

farm ers. Especially in the past, visi t to Meg d \ a nt 

buy or order products. Mainly, children wer n 

bcli ef that ch ildren are more susceptible to th vii pir it. 

n. 

\\,Int to 

th' 

attri bution to spatially segregated craft worker f g d h 

C)t: 

dati n 

with ordinary fa rmers. 

Moreover, residential segregation has perpetuated 

makes relation of craft workers and farmer probl mati 

time of the revolution (1974) there was incon eni n 

arti sans, particularly among adulterates . A a re LIlt , th 

from one village in '-another was not considered h alth th 

war-no-peace' dormant relationship. Therefore th r 

workers' relation with the dominant society 

ex pressed in various incidents. However L1 ch relati 

been pos it ively affected by the sociali st regime. 

Though the regime has played immense r Ie in im pr ing 

craft workers, its resettlement programme did n 

partl y because of the unwillingness of arti an 

rescttled art isans were returned soon to Meged. 

gr up i nl it whi -h furth'r 

1 in rm lnt · at th' 

' In 

enl: 

[!L; In Udf I \\ hi h hu 

nlil) htl\c 

n r 

Il i n, Ill' 

the unavailability of clay soil outside Meg d that th di I h ') 

dec lared that pot-making outside Meoed i 

requ ires a lot of time and energy. In additi n. 
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comfortable and fee l more at h m in cd ; In 

ter otype thrown against them fI r g n rati n . 

in Meged is both vo luntary and forced. 

Settl ement pattern of artisans in Demb cha t \0 n I 

it has been mentioned, Wotebet and Aroge 

Handicraft wo rkers and the names of the c 

Wotebet connotes craft working among the p pi 

sa id I am from Wotebet, he/she is more likel t b 

fro m Wotebet is called as yewotebet laki (tanner 

('weaver' of Wotebet), a man from Dembecha i 

elsewhere in Gojjam, particularly in neighboring 

there is no cultural difference among di ffe r nt 

segregation initiates sense of differential grouping. 

t Ih "n. 

h n' m' 

.. man 

" '\\1 ' 

igni I' thaI Ih ugh 

gr u , r'l 'nlial 

Like in Meged, the spatial segregation in Dembecha t wn I maint, in lh Illn t<l ril ) 

and forced ly. For tanners, settlement at the margin f th 

nature of the ir work, save pushing factors . Tanning hi hi till prt 

way requires sufficient water. To this end, sel1 lemcnt f tann r h 

water bodies into consideration. Accordingly, se tt lem nt 

rivers called Gulla' and Kusit. For potters settlement in 

thi s regard, wlo Alemitu said: 

settlement in Wotebet i hi '(ori 01 ,. , ull d /11 ' (0 Ih , 

order of the noblemen who had iiI dOI;l,. , II/Ilb Th ' 
nobles had believed thai (he mok Ihol ' 11/ ', 0 111 Illr illg 

firing of pots calise diffi r nt di 0,', or 110 II -pO II 'f' 

community. As a resull, Ollr //I o(h 1'. \I' I" 1101 Of' ' t! I 10 

shffi from Aroge Ambo 10 {hi pI I . EI' ' II CJ 1 ' 1' lh , 11/ 
down of the monarchy p opl II I I ill 111 ' 11 " () I ,/(// 

not to give land land for p (( I' . 

There is no explicit reason that clarifie ho 

settl e in Wotebet. Nevertheless, it is likel 
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'world ' of non-craft workers, wea er and 

specia lists' , tanners and potters, It i partl n 

say, since weavers and blacksmiths c mm nl 

is indi rect ly dictated phenomenon, In general 

tudy area revealed the spatial segregation of c upati n I gr u " 

owadays, however, residential intermixing i ob 

handicraft workers who take farming more eri ou I 

had refused to abandon during the resettlement pr gramm , In iti 

town non-craft workers are began to settle at W teb t r t th 

municipality residential land distribution programme,I 2 Th i 

played pivotal role in integrating craft worker with th d min. nt 

residential proximity mean physical contact that i m r 

domi nant society, As a result, their involvement in di ~ r nl 

associations and chance to establish neighborhood tie i 

when handicraft workers who were pushed or pu h th m 

In 

villages come closer and closer spatially, integrati n ilh lh d min nl 

come soon 

4.2.2. Social Exclusion 

n ha 

n:, 

i'IY \\ ul 

4.2.2.1. Restriction in ocial A sociation 

There are different social associations established on th ba i kin hi Ii , vi in I 

religion, friendship tie etc, This includes idir (burial a 

association), iqub (rotating credit association) shiho' 

are voluntary associations utilized on a reciprocal ba i 

goals, 

!l ih ' l' 

k 

m Ii h 

12 ' 'I artisalls lIIill be 01 lire '1I1 'r () lir e II) \ ' /1 / 111 Ilr rr /1 I 
If tI, e /l ew settlemellt system IS COlltllll/a , 

I I tl e otlrer edge of lir e to"'" , rumor as tallllers are goillg to he sel1 er. Oil I 
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Though the associations are aid t b 

roles, re lati ons, actions and re p n ibiliti 

based on social norm s that tend to di f~ r nt iat ind i 

workers did not participate in a oc iati n 

di fferent fac tors upheld among the d minant 

ideology of ev il eye, impurity, se ttlement patt rn 

mentioned fac tors among non- craft worker . 

m 

r . 

II 

h' m I Ir 'qu 'nll) 

[n the past, associations organized among non-craft \i rk r IN r hi ghl pr \' n in: a 

result, craf1 workers were forced to establi h their 

however, craft workers and non-craft worker are parti ip tin 

This signifies many of the strongest restrictive in fo rnl t I rlll 

abandoned. The changes can be exemplified b Alo 

places. He said: 

Uri 

side, was where burial of Our p opl 1I.··d to h I olltiu '/ 'ei 
Nowadays, that is not the a . £v 1" 

cemetery. It is likely that I am not pll hili > 11/ I 

Nowadays, it is common for a craft worker and a fa rm 

communal gatherings. However, it is not to sa that all 

strongest fo rms of discrimination seem to so the 

Dembecha Woreda are still reminded very often that th 

with the rest. The change and continuity of the x III i n \ ill 

assoc iations. 

m 

/11 ,,. 

mi 'an in 

I ' I Ii, I One of the predominant voluntary social a ciati n In 

main purpose is to help members in time of d ath . Thi n I ' mini nn-

around the residential proximity. Thus, neighb 

one idir. Accordingly, craft workers were 

in vo lvement of craft workers in an idir i gr atl af 
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il hould be noted that geographi al di I n in \\' 

li enee, exclusion from idir memb r hi p \- impli itly 

The unequal treatment is al 0 ev ident in num 

workers. In principle, anyone residing in 

kebele hould attend fu neral of the de ea 

idir. One' s absence from funeral of hi 

soaring of a relationship with the family. 

funeral of craft workers. In due course of lim , 

attend funeral of artisans ' is displaying an increa In 

in other life occasions, people in Meged began t a 

til 

' i U u'lll) 

their socia l obligation. In addition, kinship ti e am ng arti en 

enforcing ordinary farmers to attend the funeral of arti n . Th 

nowadays invo lve in different idirs, the decea ed i m r 

m' n. 

m' 

Ih· 

Ih· 

In 

ani ., n ' 

an idir which he was not a member. Thus colleagu fr m , Ie/lr '1 an 

obligation and the members from another idir attend th fun r I nit 

with the deceased close relative. 

r Ih ' r'I I n 

Likewise, in the town artisans and non-arti san no ada In 111 n idif' I g Ih'r 

However, tanner ' s idir is quite di ffe rent. Tanner rga nl !. Ih Ir ie/if' r un Ih ' lr 

occupation. In fact, non-craft workers attend tanner fu n r I. II \\ 

was over, the number of people who accompany the m 

home is very few. Many people, even other arti an d n I Ii 

tanners ' house. Ato Mollasuggested that 

people 's retreat may be due 10 their per pli 11 ill/puril ' p . pl · 

discerned that our (tanners) food and drink i ill/pur ' . t ,. lill~ 10 

their view, everything we (tanners) fou h d i ill/pur . " I' 'rlll '1 I \ . 

this is not true. We prepare qualify fo od and drink V ' 11 b Ill ' I' III 11/ III , 

commoners do. 

The second traditional association that wa re tricti 

uri 'li 

rin~ in 

'r i 

iqub. lqub is said to be a form of sa ing a 

payments of a fixed sum is exchanged fo r the pri 

wh i h r m n hi) 

r 'i in u I' r . lum um I 
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orne point In the li fe of the gr up L 

a sociati on in Dembecha mainl am 

general. Among the arti an wh 

the sav ing assoc iati on. Seven of them v r 
. . b IJ part Il1 an Iqu . 

In : . II \\ \ l: f . I I 

/qub is organi zed among members who ar kn \ n 
h her \' ry \\ ·11 

economic standard as basic criteria. Thi ignifi 

he/she can afford the payment. (rom 

econom ic advantages, they would not fit with th r quir m I1l 
I \\ f~Cf,' /Cluh 

payment. Therefore, economic standard ha it 
n pan in ini li ling 

add iti on, the negative characterizations of craft v orker a 

iti nerant discourage artisans' involvement. In g n rc I 

mentioned as basic requirement, artisans' invol emcnt in 

arti sans is implicitly prescriptive. As a result like 
m ng n n­

m'm 'r in 
an iqub was implicitly prescriptive. However r lat i 

democratic and inclusive of all social associations. 
Ping, Iqub i m r ' 

The third one, mahiber, is the most predominant re ligi I1l d 

association in which neighbors, relatives or people v h 

month to chat, eat and drink As Levin (2000 : 224) tat d lh 

to eat and drink in honor of a certain Saint in Hi da c er 
lIIahih ' f' i ' 

who celebrate St Mary' s mahiber, gather at the 21 t nih 

of St Mary in one of the member's (who is respon ib l 

In the next month, the members gather in anather hou 

have the opportunity to take the mahiber to their hou 

and in lhi \\' 

turn lum. 

rink 

IIlh'm m 

13 Tltouglt called as iqub, its purpose (S iloilo accumll a e . I I mOlley allrl re eh-' aI/II III",. I/e/ll b " {I I 

len birr mOlllltly alld used to buy all ox /or Clmslmas. y '1' ' . il'1 ill fo rmalll ' lol rl m ' Iher ' l flO 0"" If /II 1/1 

of savillg. Monlllly payments are held 111 Mal" ers II . 'b b Ilhe mOlley rloe 11 0 1 Ir II/ale. / 1 II f {lUI II • f 1// 

help members. 
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The members also help each other in di ffer nt 

each other in agricultural acti vitie. Joint lab r i 

mahiber in Dembecha. If an ox or oxen b i n 

member pass away, all the other member c li e 

times, he/she is not required to prov ide with ft d and drin 

r h Ip 

mil> 

In l h 

ew members can join mahibers on the gen ral n nl 
II Ih' n '\\ 

comer is in a bad relation with one of the memb h' r, I r r II I I j in lh III Ill ib 'r \\ ill 
not be granted. 

In the past, membership for artisans in a mahiber arranged 

res tricti ve. But they were invited to a household in v h 
lh d min. nl 

lh m nthl) 
place . During the invitation, however, arti san were 

privilege. In this regard, W/o Alemitu, a key informant p It r aid 
ual ltcnli n n 

Som(! people invited us (arti an ) but Ih mad II.-it ill 
guwada (a room where animal are k pt in l7i JII') . 
course, this happens when there i 1' 1 ill III' 
main house, in cases when there is null 'P I , or II" 

we used to sit in the main room. BUI [l in J wi,II til , 
balabat was unthinkable. in addition, Iho p opl' 11'11 
invite us were not volunleer to ac ept ur in il Ii II. 

This dep icts that sitting and eating were not merely pia ing n 

respectively. Eating together being sitting down ide b id 

mani festation of equality. Therefore, commensa lit 

14 I dd " commensali ty still seems uncommon . n a Ilion 

ing r 
a 

, . . d irk r ' \\ r n I a ' 'P been rec iprocal. Though craft workers were In It n n- ra \ 

the specialists' invitation. 

14 " . . ;"fji I ' b I bel'ng a 'ittl member ill /I II ' / 0" 'fll ' / lI UX" //0111 hi /0 Tanners are slIlI faCing d!J;lcu lies a au J ' 

Ihe perceplion Ihal connects tanners wilh dirl. 
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In the pas t, craft wo rkers who er 

encouraged to join assoc iations that a 

workers had been forced to organi ze th 

certain changes come to be seen; few farm r 

mahibers of non-craft workers. That i t 

mahibers if they are economically fit , in [fering 

diffi culty seems to li e in mahibers organi zed b 

members is mandatory. According t raft 

inconvenient and do not feel comfortable on th 

gatherings let alone in a mahiber which is a s 

conservative, they don not agree with all the chang 

with their obsolete perception or thoughts (bedi r 

to include and even to invite us (craft workers) ." 

r 'nih . \ r r 

r. 

Ii II 

·plrilual Itr· 

ar ' 

Ih') ' r 1111 

. Ih) n' lltl.· 

Another restrictive association in Dembecha w r da i ·hih I . It i I al ' inl 

associ ation embedded with economic matter. It 

villages in Dembecha Woreda. Residence proximit and g d r Ie ti n I 

establ ishment of this association. Members keep cattle t g ther an 

uli. r rural 

ur 

at times of harvest. Particularly during thrashing the la r i gain m m 'r ·. 

Since craft workers have been perceived to have pel! t cndang r 

in an awdma (a circular area prepared for thra hing) v a 

the quality and quantity of the grain about to be thra h d. 

But nowadays, this perception is some what aband n d dll 

are being effective in farming. Since some craft v rk r v h 

effectively producing quality products in a great am lint th 

workers as fertility pollutant has come to be pr n \. n an 

elders. 
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In general, pre-exi sting r tri ti rul e \ hi 

pollutant and impurity are n Impr 1I1g 

Thus, the number of arti ans wh 111 

not her thing worth mentioning i th ugh in lu i n i · impr 

affa irs and treatment wi th in an a 0 iation i til l d u t ul. 

4.2.2.2. Marriage Restriction 

I in "m nl In 

Marriage with artisans is considered di sgra fui. 0 ni l int rm ' rri g \\ ilh lh' II ' IHI 

is a sa lient variable perpetuating low tatLl f arti an . 'I h n n- rllun mmUnil) 

consider intermarriage with artisans as pollutant ' . Thi 

chewa (commoner) and eje seri (handicraft w rk 

regulated social relation where stratification wa ba 

rI/clll n.l 

in lh hl'rar hi all) 

111/1111 :a (IiI 

h hen c 

." ' \1 '(/ 

pure descent) or alentam (lit. full bone). Ha ndicraft v 

descent and are referred to as Qlinte godelo (lit. imp nit I 

degrade even bring to an end the quality of the o-c II d 

believed that one's descent status would per i t r impr I ng < illl rm'mi. g , \\ llh 

low status groups including craft workers is ab tai ncd. 

The dominant society asserted a number of attribute that m 

marriage prospects. Of all, the most frequentl m nti n d 

handicraft workers. Informants most often menti n d th 

'minorities ') when they are asked why intermarriag 

di sgraceful. According to some non-craft worker' 

h r 

lri I d n \ i \\ d 

inl 'nl1clrrt<l ' , 

was due to handicraft workers' evil nature and anti- ial un1c n Ihal ,Jr' 

maintai ned through myths and negati ve characteriz Ii n 

Whatsoever the ideological explanations hancli 

ari ses fro m chewas' avoidance. That is to a 

ari ses not because of their interest to keep them 

As early scholars who carried out studies n a te 

dependant soc ial phenomenon having its det rm 111 nl 
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mcan , the group initiat ing th r tri Ii n r In ril h 

cck to prese rve (A mbaye, 19 7: h 

prim ari ly to avo id soc ietal n gli g n 

maintained by preserving the ial tatu 

are sa id to be forced to maintain in-gr up m rrit g 

segregati on. 

Forced in-group marriage initially impli bi I gi al 

status. Functionally the biological exclu i n limit 

This is to say, since people in the study area ha 

depend on inherited status, relation am n di 

n 0 

r r ·1 ' i >n o 

wi 

Ih 1m' 'C r 
inequality. Thus, biological segregation re ult lu h or 

thi s can be elaborated in spatial segregation. nIl nl! • In 

Oem becha, artisans ' land was hereditary and re tri u ' . 

As a result, artisans' settlement out of a gi en illag 

married couples were expected to establish nev 

Hence, the perpetuation and/or persistence of 

occur. Spatial marginalization further effect ial 

contact. This is to say, marriage avoidance in Oemb h 

initial variable employed by the dominant societ t m intain Ih Ir 

arti san aside. 

Nowadays, however, though intermarriage with craft v rk r 

there are exceptions. The restriction to cr 

softened . Unlike in the past, some youngster 

Thi s currentl y emerged cross marriage seem t b d 

That is to say, comparatively, more adolescent mal 

from the lowest status than the reverse. Thi I partl 

n I 

U' t 

inheritance . If a man from chewa group marr a \ m n r Il1 ni 

their fam il y including the wife and children i 111 r tlain 

In Dembecha, people frequentl y ask balabat n \ " 

someone's descent. This entails the ell1pha i 
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Th ugh tatu of ome 
highl innu n 

line, matril inea l lin ha al undi pUla I r I I rmlnin' 

of the hi erarchy. A questi on niluh bola aln w. lit. i h 

foll owed to check both side. 

adva ntageous than individuals born fr m 1\ 

lower position mainly concerning inlermarri ag 

marri agability of a person should be att t d r m th lin . 

view 'defect ' in one side proves unmarriagabi lit . 

On the side of handicraft workers, there i n part i 

marriage with the chewa. However only ~ mal 

daughters of artisans. The youngsters that th r 

they prefer in-group marriage to cro -marrt ag 

continue/peruse handicraft working. It i partl 

explanation of Temesgen wil l illustrate the i ue. 

f do nOI wanl 10 be en 

Ih u h 

r 

Thus, self-imposed endogamy is al so maintained th u Jh il t n 

art isans' interest to get married with the chewa ma 

experience. In fact, the field data revea led a Ih r 

intermarr iaae with chewa between elder arti an nd Ih Ir b 

their chi ld ren to get married with the chewa. In Ihi r 

Wotebet, said : "To tell you frankl y, I wa nt m childr n I 

due to my ambition to achieve chewa talu rath r th n 

Ih· ('/1 '11(/ 

, 'I m' rri' \\ ilh 

Ih.1 

n I \\ .In I ) 

nti ' l quarr'l I h· 

h" r 
ir n 'UII\' 

I III hI I n I 

htl r'n Ir III 

I · I additional exalllpl Ir ow paUllin III I (/ 1111 ' \ /r,, ( t' 15 F{tllier i ll tll is sense refers descelll. l iS a so 

is domillallt. 
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thi tire ome occupati on tannin " h illt r t t 

rcnec tcd among the potter , bla k mith , I m rri· I \ ilh h· ".,. I I 

Furthermore, restriction of Intermarriag 

groups. Especiall y, weaver potter nd 

tanner . They applied many of the di rim inat 

maintain the restriction. The tanner on th ir p rt 

claiming as tanning is blessed by GOd, unlike v ea ing p 

In conclusion, as Damtew(2000: 86) report d in r lati n with m n. · I ani an In 

the socio-spatial segregation, cultural and 

segregation, are all imposed life situation and th 

marginali zation in Dembecha Woreda. In Dembe ha a 

III i n 

) 

en/, 

making and maintenance is believed nece ar III 

Accord ingly, social distance is used in all phere f Ii j u ti li 

reali zat ion of the dominant negative stereotypin and id 

from the fieldwork data it seems that endogam will 

shi fting, occupational change and observable attitudinal 

r the 

4.2.2.3. Religious Discrimination 

The myths that are explained among the dominant 

created differently sounds illogical when it i 

freq uently that artisans were created unnaturall and 

asked why craft workers are despised and placed in th 

their answer for the question 'can we say that handi raft " 

image?', was no. But they persist with their n ti n 

'cursed creatures'. 

\\ r 'r. a 

hri l.lCli h n Alm ost all of the non-craft worker informant repli d th t 

particular rule and regulation to differentiate pe pie a I n 

Though the religion has no specific rule or ie. ab ut th 

[even in the religious sphere] is bounded with th u hI in unl it . II \\.\ 'r. i h ul 
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b noted that the religi n i highl nd w \\ ilh 

princ iples that the peopl e tI II I . ul ur II . I~ en 

be sa id that though it i not ffi i I, hur h rul . an 

ineq uality and marginali za ti n. 

As it has been already mentioned on th 

people should abstain working are m 
hrill n ' th num 'r 

agricu ltura l acti vities during many of th 

work ing during these days. As a result the d minant 

' true ' Chri sti ans. According to craft worker in ~ rm nt h \\ 
, 

not being 'true Chri stian', rather due to the natur 

reported that they do not break the canon f th 

such holidays. Any way, it is undeniable fac t that th in l 

holidays honored in the names of aint and 

marginalizati on which develops negati ve percepti n in the min 

Moreover, arti sans are not allowed to be a pri L Th u 

li ed against the craft workers, no artisan is all \ ed t b pn L 

Belay: 

n 

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church ha no an r III Ii II Ih 1/ r ', 11'1 'I f. lOp/I! roll/ 

being a priest as long as they are orthodox hl'i Ii 11/ ', /11 I I, Ih 'I" /1 / r ' ' \"1\1 

not been allowed to pray (kidasye) if /he pa ' 

they (weavers) had. used goredo /0 make /h 

goredo was prepared from flour of grain . II I I' Ih 

sip to connect the thread with mewerJ<voriya (/17 

so, it is believed that they the edible lib '/ 117 

since praying is forbidden if someone /0 I eli I Ih il/ 

not allowed to pray if they were preo 'upi d \ ilh \I' O\'ill I 
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I Iowever, it should be noted that th i 'r ul Ii n' i 

nowadays , do not use goredo. In aclel iti n lh pr hi iii n 

was believed to be due to evil e n lur 
wou ld be angry (yekotal) with the pr 

by evi l power. But this ass umption e 

who are not considered as bUda peopl ar pr hi 

ass ume as tanners' prohibition may be due t lh n lure lh Ir " r 

worki ng with 'meat'(attached with the skin . But a tann r in p. rti ul Ir . n 

general who abandoned tanning or handicraft 

priest. 

In general, the explanations are arguable thought 

perceived as if true under the veneer of 'religion'. Th fi lei 

from bei ng a priest is the extreme and rigidly uph Id fI rm 

than restriction to intermarriage] perpetuated by the 

Orthodox Christianity. 
ulturaII 

It is dead clear that this prohibition negati vel affl t lh Ii 

Prohibition from priesthood means restriction fr m at I n ing 

been the only way to get educated. Thus arti an 

decades even for centuries. As a result, 'religiOllsl 

ur 

f~ n \\ c:r • 

pIc 

M' 

n in 

r 

artl an , 

m '.In 
denial of access to education l6

. In addition, prohibiti 11 fr 111 

artisans' involvement in some feasts held at th 

perpetuates weak social interaction. 

hur h 

hln 'r 

m un . I hi funh 'r 

16 d . I' · 'l' childrell Iller ' 0110 In lit e past, 1101 ol1ly from church e IIcaIUJII, ar IMIII ., 

' . • I / . No'" da lls hOlllever clllltirell fI delpised/ (/tscouraged 111 modern SCI/OO s. 'YO' J' . 

. , . '11' 'he same hmr. arllsans are attenrilllg modern educal/ol1 Sl mg Oil 
IN; I 11/ I /lIIti 11 1111 . 
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4.2.3. Economic Alienation 

As it has been repeatedly menti n d until th 1 

ri gh t to own agricultural land . in 

chi ldren of craft workers were left t a quir 

to say, specialized craft activit ie 

fact , craft workers in Meged were all ow d t 

their house backyards. The land wa ca ll d 

so because the land used was small in izc 

for the market; the harvest could barely am 
that it IN 

des ire of tasting eshet(ripen grains) om eld r 

re latively wider agricultural land but great pr p 

ownership to artisans was ranges from total denial I 

from status oriented distribution of resource. J n 

Oem becha Woreda, a man's ri ght in all pr bab il ii 

Accord ingly, handicraft workers were sa id t b 'falh rl 

lack aristocratic descent. Hence, they were pia ed I th 

ownership is restricted, of social structure. 

Moreover, prohibition from economic right a r 1!1 r d 

and mythological explanations. The followin g c pit n 

the calise of restriction to ownership of land and pr p rt 

In the distant po t, there 1\10 17 
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ra I I rk r ' 1\1 r I I ' 11/1// 

were lale I hil trin ill 

order a ra t \\I rk ' r ' Ii IIItI {II I 

skills. 

ccordi ng to arti san informant 

di stri ct governors during the feudal r gim t pr I im 

was not a phenomenon arranged during th r gim . In 

to rat ionali ze the ideology stating everything happ n d u t 

craft workers' forefathers . In addition th ral 

conscious about the use of land by being pr ud 

to contradict with the people's perception of 

Ir 

I In \\ 'r' /I 

of the above explanations seems to secure 

pos itioned above craft workers in the hierarch . Thi 

workers . Craft worker informants reported that th m 

groups to suit their rule (leagezaz endimechachelV n I 

prohibitions to resource and property were ' regul at r 

occupational groups. Ato Melkamu, a weaver in 

our (craft workers) potential. Had we had equal a 

enihon neber). " Craft workers' claim seem to h 

"Til ) I lIob/ '1I/ II) 1/0 11 

trut h \Vh 
value of land in altering one's status both soci -e 

the inevitability of craft workers to the well fun ti ning 

economy would need to devise controlling mechani m . 

the continuity of craft production in the ab n 

techniques would enforce restriction of craft rk r 

Furthermore the Amhara structured social r lati n i , 

"legitimate regulatory control". In Amhara fI r in tan 111 

that "people must be contained by the sur eill an e and r ul 

with whom the person has a diffuse and per 

1970: 195). Thus, alienation of artisans from 

loyal to their occupation and rulers. 
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orcover, the ali enation to r 

characterizations and ideol gi al pl . n ti 
pr rty \\ 

dominant society explained that craft \ 

) r I 

they are thought to be cursed being . 

ploughed by craft workers would n t produ 

people disc losed that places where a raft w 

grow crops; if it grows, the seedling i u uall 

plantation of ordinary farmers become ye ll 

azimera mesel' ( it looks like artisan) plantati 

workers' inability and as not blessed to farm . 

mm nl) ) 'CI II 11/(1111 

The dimens ion of economic marginalizati on in a 

in li vestock ownership. Craft workers excludin 
rc n 

li vestock. Because they are said to injure the breeding pa ilili 

possess evil spirits. Practically, however, craft v ork r an 

some ordi nary farmers. As far as the researcher' field,v rk 

is no any alleged difference among craft worker farm r nd '11 ' 1\ ' 

agricultural productivity. 

The alienation from land and livestock owner hip e m t 

type of group relation. The patron- client economi r lati n 

society was embedded with a set of reciproca l obliga ti n d 

difference. Craft workers in Dembecha were pr ided \ ith 

sometimes security on the condition that the pr id raft 

(I nformants) . 

up 

Ii " , Ih ') 

.ltr n- -hem 

t' 

In addition, contractual based production 

instances, payment is commonly held when the 

since the customer and the craft workers are kn I,. 

t i . I I ',III I 1I h 

1/ \\ '\ ' r, 

In 

farmers have usually requested the arti an t xtend th tim 

the harvesting season. According to some craft \' 

kept their promise and usually did not bring th p m nt nth'i r \\ l1lnll 1\' , 
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Thus, arti sans were forced to g t th h u 

va lue of their services from cu t mer . 

farm er sometimes was fo llowed by in ult nd 

in Meged, remembered hi s experi ence 

th rm'r r mi 

Once up on a I ime, a ch 
I'll lIrm 'r onl r 1" 10 

weave gabi al Summer a ' n. Til Ih,. 'od II I r(JIII 111111 

Since I here was no work a ' 1/ 1/01 / oW ' ,t! 10 \I (Jr IV 

agreed that the poymenl w I//el , ell/l' i lli: b'i:o \IImm r) 

He took the gabi and / wail I lil/ ,, > I'I/or)' W ... h I I III I 

on roads and 01 differenl pIa Bill II J II I I II '\' 'r 

mentioned the payment. One do / IIlId 111 111 r ' llIlIlIl/i: 

from Saturday markel. Hi ' \I' / \ 111111. 11 J/ II 

merely said 'de hina walih ' (, d 1 /> 1'11 1/ mel pCl\lt'e! 

with out any furlher COni er 'ali n. / \1' 1 ' II/ \ ' I bill Iltl 

nol want 10 keep/delay him 01 III I i ll 1111 '... II III , 

morning I went to his hous and a 'k'd III J 11101/ J ' ///\ 

response was surprising,' godolo Itemll ' l/li/Ii \ ' W 

endanet yimesilltal aydel. Beli/emlleoll III ytllletll ' /! tr ' l 
alinekallt"(" You Ihink evetyon i lik , J II, 

weaver .I won 't take your money I' 11 i I /I 

The last speech of the customer indicates de pi e I 

rm r 

are unreliable. Thus, despite the great di ffe ren in th 

economic relation between artisans and customer wa n n-r 
r pa m 'nl. 

In general, craft workers are economically disadvantag d. 

However, since 1975 craft workers became land _vn r . 

state of being subsistence producers. Right to ub i t n 

for artisans to be included in different socio-ec n mi 

producers, craft production has come to be carri ed t am 

to say, craft worker farmers turn their face to craft \ rkin 

ownership rule, from ascribed to achi evement ha impr v 

of art isans in the study area. 
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CHAPTER FrVE 

5. Summary and Conclusion 

The major question of this study was to an 

workers marginalized while their products ha 

Dembecha woreda. To answer the major que Ii n r th 

issues was necessary. Accordingly, basic features of ial 

mmunit) in 

u ·· lng relate 

kinship and family are discussed. Discussing the e rga nizin ) prin ipl 

important to investigate the alleged differences that exi t am ng r 

craft workers. The finding in this chapter indicates that raft 'v 

organizing principle. Importance of marriage, kinship and f: mil 

workers was found to be more or less similar with the 'h t' 

involvement during first marriage of craft workers is Ie 

. m' rriage. 

due to migration of artisans' children. Age during fir t marriag 

among artisans and non-artisans. In addition, craft worker f: mili di 

workers' in their material possession. This di ffe rence i e id n in th tru tllr ' tn 
type of the house. The house of many craft workers i 

bet (cottage house) in type. The difference in material p 

economic difference among non-craft workers and craft worker . 

differences are in status oriented principles. The 'host' 

workers in applying rules that differentiate individual . 

'0)0 

< ~ ing, th 

< in Ih n th' r. r 

This is evident in endogamous nature of artisans. The in-gr lip mam g 

workers was developed from the host society'S yearn I k p ' 

rr ng m ' nl 

th i r : .,.. 

descent which was believed to be preserved through a 

status groups. This forcefully acquired phenomenon ha r atl a 

craft workers ' social life. Being avoided from 

establishing affinal and fictive kinship tie with a Iv id r 

Therefore craft workers' social relation with the dominan t , 

reveals the image of inequality. This endogam Furth r 

92 

mam g'. 

ial r' 

\\ 

r 

n minal: I '1n ,II 

i I r -Ia I n .1 th-



• 

family leve l. Since chance of getting p t nti I m 

small circle, craft workers have forced I mlgr t 

means, craft workers are controlled y t mat i all 

through biological tie. Furthermore, thi migrati n 

rn g m I \\ 

ving Ih 

n t I \\ i 

force to the family since the basic craft 'v orking unit i 

restri ction in intermarriage has been the ali ent ari bl in 

economic life. 

It was also important to discuss economic ac ti viti e f margina liz 

Handicraft working in Dembecha woreda is a mall ca l di h n 

Despite old- age existence and great importance of ra t 

changed remarkably. Most craft workers in Dembecha 

change their products in type, form and style fo r a long tim 

they have been producing since they acquire the ski ll. Tha t i 

the technique applied and objects produced are not different fr m th 

some groups, the change is forgetting some craft that 

parents. Handicraft working in Dembecha woreda i thu an 

subject to improvement. Different factors have accounted ft r thi I, 

In the first place, the production of crafts is guided b d m nd r Ih 

they are produced. Since production of crafts is to make a Ii ing, 

consult demand of customers for what and how much t be pr du d. 

the woreda is predominated by settled agriculturali ts and in th r i n 

mechanism, craft production is expected to foc us on utilit 

prevailing local market demand would be a fa ilure. The fi Id dat r 

particularly among potters and weavers, to change type nd qualit 

Moreover, lack of significant attention both at ma r 

development of craft working tremendously. Handicraft 'v 

fairly both socially and economically. Econom ica ll , ft r in te n 

been independent to determine their se lling price on th qu 

production. No matter how important and qualified the ra t i , 
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se lling pnce of agricultural product . Thi 

towards craft working and speciali t . 
nl du' I 

Above all , the prevailing situation ignifi that th ntinui y 

study area is uncertain. Expansion of m dern dll ati n, righl 

competition with inexpensive imported material 

crafts. Education opportunity of children of craft 

alternative job. Approbation of land ri ght ha 

becoming a farmer' mean so much in improving 

occupational groups. Moreover, introduction of me p n I 

commodities endangered the continuity of traditional 

However, not all types of crafts have suffered the ame ~ t 

'In · 

\\ r in' in Ih· 

u ' 

III • 

hI' 

same extent. Tanning has suffered the greatest de lin fall r I w rk \\hil lu ' l. 

smiths in the town increased the scale of production and tr n rm lh ir \\. rl. In 

successful business by adopting 'modern' technology P nkhur t 1\ n Fr mun, f 

2001 : 33 8-339). The demand of pots and hand wo m' 

products of potters and weavers are still in demand eith r dll t < r 

for their special socio-cultural value. In addition wea ing i th nl ra 

participate both females and males in Dembecha woreda. 

Examining basic features of social organization and ndili n rtI 1\\' rl. ' r ' 

enable us understand alleged difference existed betv e n th min nt 

margina lized artisans. Having discussed the social organizati n nd 

it was important to ask why craft workers of the tud 

margins. 

n tr t d at th' 

The factors that are accounted for the low statu f ra I IV rk r ar m inly 1Ilturai 

constructions retained in mythological justification 

eye ideology. The myths are asserted to rationali z 

craft workers. The myths predominantly portra th 

and descended from cursed siblings. Howe er a 

southern Ethiopia, the myths upheld among the pe pi 
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elaborate justification. In addition craft w rk r 

characterizations and assumptions. The ar 

Accordingly, these marginali zed group are p rt ra 

wasteful , lazy, drunkards, etc. These characteri zati n 

percieption that considers the stereotyping explanation 

affected social relation of artisans. However man r th 

more of wanting than reality. 

Moreover, craft workers particularly weavers, black mith 

r 

evil eye. These artisans are said to have posses ed by inh rit d il 

and endangers productivity. The tanners, as di ffe rent ia l 

'impurity' 

Therefore, craft workers of the study area are soc iall y ex Iud d 

spatially segregated, economically disadvantaged and p liti all 

\\ Ith 

rd in ' 

II n) 

of them were restricted from social associations interrn arri ag with th h t, r m Ian 

ownersh ip right, forced to live at outskirts and were con id r d a ' u hurn n '. 

In the review literature part, it has been mentioned that 

fo rwarded in understanding the situation of marginaliz d min I h 

most pervasive approach was the caste perspecti ve. In h \ 'C 

been pulled out from the seven Leach 's characterizati n for m th ' 

prevail ing dimensions of marginalization craft w rk r In 

appl icability of the concept of caste seems dubiou . Of th rit n th t L ' \\ i 

mentioned occupational rigidity, ranking of statu and lIu in ' n im Urlt) 

are the most frequently mentioned criteria. 

Arti sans in Dembecha woreda are nowadays engaged in t rJ th r 

Likewise, few non~artisans carry out craft working \i hil pr ring th ir 

of status among craft workers is not clearl y delin at d. In 

degree and forms of marginalization among craft v 

followed by potters . But the position of \i ea er 

rk r . T I1n 'r ' , r ' th' m 
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concept of pollution, which was taken a d I nninin 

inapp licable to all craft workers in Demb ha v r de. 

In add ition, the origin of craft worker ha b n u ~ I I 

Ihoughts of elders portray arti sans a migrant . Th 

different in creation were meant to categ ri 
are n 

experiences and some forms of craft worker I margin Ii ali 

their origin out of the woreda. That is to ay, ping me 

marginalization of Dembecha woreda craft work r 

workers else where in Amhara region. Therefore it 

nlr . ry. I h 

would be center of diffusion where craft worke r and 

Furthermore, the current trend of some arti san I migrali n du 

small number and limited demand for their producl w uid h d Ii 

condition. Apart from such assumptions, the origin f cr ft \ rk r In m 

is obscure. 

Whether they are castes or not and from wherever the ar , ra t w r 

woreda are marginalized occupational groups. In the pa I, marginali _ Ii 

in strict endogamy rules, restriction on joining a ociali n 

and ceremonies, separate residential quarters re tricli n n Ian I ri hI n 

in ownership of livestock and prohibition from religiou 

the older generation avoid social contacts with arti an . 

However, many dimensions of marginalization are n v 

marginalization. The change is evidenced in incrca 

participation in various communal association and ial 

d linin . 

In d 

~n n • 

r \\ Ilh r' I 

llha Ih 'r' 

\\ r a 

m ' ha 

P pI 

\\ r~ r 

nl<l I l n 

Particularly, economic alienation is now becomin 

socio-economic position of craft workers ha impr 

ownership, from ascription to achievement and acc 

in changing life situation of artisans. 

i ni I anI r >1 . 
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Approbation of land right has played imm n 

of craft workers wi th the host comm unit . 

has paved the way for craft wo rker to xtri 

upheld among the host community. For in tan 

power that could endanger fertility and were 

rear livestock. However, after the 1975 land r rm 
successful in farming. In addition to econ mi ignifj an 

workers with social acceptance. Moreover, thc ri ght t 

workers to be subsistence producers. Being ub i I n 

longer considered as 'parasites' which in turn faci li tal in! gr Ii 

society. In addition, subsistence production chang d th 

client to dyadic or to interpersonal. When land own r hip v 

relation of craft workers with non-craft workers wa char t riz d 

and unequal distribution of profits. During those time 

interest of the dominant society. Nowaday 

expressed through 'market'. The land right also facilitat 

Being farmers, many artisans have left their fi rm r 

transformation from a precarious and despised occupali n 

agriculture (Damtew, 2000: 122). This further induced 

spatial relation. In addition, exposure to educati n ha pia 

changing the attitude of the society. 

97 

reI II n 

mtn<IOl 

in l r ling r I ) 



Bibliography 

Ambaye Degefa (1997) ' Social Organizati n nd tdu 
nul r up : r h • 

Case of Wood Worker In nd 

District, South- western h M oa. Th I : 

Department of Social Anthroplogy: niv r it '. 

Bergel ,E. E(1962) Social Stratification. New York: 
mp n), In 

Burley, Dexter (1964) 'The Despised weavers of Addi 

Proceeding of the Fifth International onfcrence of Elh i pi:. n 

Studies. Chicago: university of Chicag 14 -

Cassiers, Anne(l975) 'Handicrafts and Techni ca l Illn In :. thi pi ultur' " 

(Paris) 2, 103-18, 

Coy, Micheal (1982) The Social and Economic Relation ' of Black Inilh a lll OIl I 

Kalenjin-Speaking People of the Rift Valle of K II ' :I , Ph.1 

Dissertation in Sociology: Uni ver it of L nd n. 

Damtew Virga (2000) 'Segregation and Integration f raft 

The Case of Yelma Mona tic mmunit '. 

Graduate Studies, Department f ial 

University. 

Finneran, Niall (2003) 'Ethiopian Evil Eyc Be lief and th I 

Folklore, Vol. 114, No.3 pp. 427-4" 

1 nl. ' 

r 

'm li 'm r Ir n' , 

Freeman Dena and Pankhurst, Alula (ed .) 20 I Li in ) on Ih e Ed 'e: ~ 1 :HI' il1 d ilCd , 

Minorities of Craft Worker ' and lIunler in , ulh cr n Elh i I ill . 

98 



Adcti Ababa: Dcpartm nt 

Ababa ni er it . 

Hallpike, Chr istopher (1968) 'Th 

Ethiopia', Africa, I. 3 , pp. 

Hamer, J. (1987) Human Development: p rti ipati 

Ethiopia. Tuscaloo a: ni cr it 

Hoben, Allan (1970) ' Social Stratiti ca ti n in Traditi nal 

m ng Ih 

hang ' m n J In 

and Plotnicov,L. (eds .) ocial tratifi ca tion rn Afri ca 

London,The Free Press, Co lli er la mill an: I 7-

n. 

h· 

,lOla I 

'n, 

_____ ( 1973) Land Tenure among the Amhara of Ethiopia: The I 'nanl i ., I) f 

Cognatic Descent. Chicag and L n I n: h 

Press. 

ni \' roily 'hi tI ' 

Karsten, Destalv(1 972) The Economics of Handicraft in Traditional oc ielic: All 

Investigation in Sidamo and Garno ofa Pro in ce outh crn .... thi pia . 

Munchen: Weltforum Verlag I ~ -In LiLlIt lIr 

Munchen, Africa-Sstudien 79. 

Levin, Donald (1973) Wax and Gold : Tradition and inn o ation in Elhi piall ultur 

London: University of Chicag pr Ltd. 

------(2000) Greater Ethiopia: The Evolution of :\Iulticthni • cic l) 

Chicago: University of Chicag pr 

99 



Lewis, Herbert ( 1970) 'Wealth InOu n nd Pr lig 

A. and plotnicov, L. ed . ocial tratificalion in Hri a L n n: fh' 

Free press, Collier Macmillan I -I 

Mess ing, David. (1957) The Highland of Ethiopi~1. Phil. ' I hi -: nl\ i r 

Pennsylvania. 

Mulu Yeneabat (2007) 'Pottery Production an A t ~ r m n i ilih 

on Kechene Women potter in Addi 1.1\ lh I , ra uat' 

Studies. Department of soc ial Work ddi ba a ni v r it J 

Murdock, George (1949) Social Structure. ew Y rk : mille n 

Nahu Senay (1998) 'Social Organization and tatu f rti an In . m Ir r 

(Gurage)'. MA Thesis School of Graduate tudie D pa rt m nl 

Antheropology: Addis Ababa Uni er it . 

Pankurst, Richard (1964) 'The Old-time Handicraft thi pia , ilh n 

Traditional Dress'. Ethiopia Observer : 22 I - . 

Panthurst, Alula (1995) 'Marginalized Artisans of uth rn . thi pic : r 'I h J 

-----

Caste Groups', in: Founding Workshop Bulletin of th e Prof ional 

Association of Sociologists, oeial Anlhropologi ' I' and :oe ial 

Workers of Ethiopia. Department f di ni\' 'r. I y 

pp.17-21. 

(1999) 'Caste 111 Africa : The - id n e fr m Lith W t 'm Ethi pi.lI1 

Reconsidered '. Africa 69 (4): 48 - ~ 

100 



____ 200 1) " IntrodUCli n ', in : ' r men nd P nkhur 

Marginalized Minoritie ' of raft Work rand lIunt er III 
u t II II 

Ethiopia. Addi Ababa: partm nl 

Administration, Addi Ababa 

Qui rin, J. (1977) 'The Process of Caste F rmati n in "lh i pi 

(Falasha)'. Africa 12: 235-58 

un I I 

Rcminick, Ronald (1978) 'The Evil Eye Beli ef mong lh mh ra Flhi pi " 'urr III 

Anthropology, Vo1.19, No.3, pp. 279- I. 

Si lverman, Raymond (1992) 'Introduction: Tradition f In ilv rm n 

Ethiopia Traditions of Creativity. calli nd L n n: Ii higan 1.1 • 

university Museum 3-26. 

Simoons, David (1960) Northwest Ethiopia: People and Econom '. 0' 

University of Wisconsin pres. 

Tekete l Abebe (1985) 'A Study of the Socio-economic nditi n 

Occupational Groups) with PaTti ular R 

Thesis, College of Social Science : Depart m nl 

Administration: Addis Abeba ni cr it . 

Todd, David (1978) 'The Origin of Outcaste in - th i pi a: R n 

Theory'. Abbay 9: 145-58. 

L \\ 

1/\ 

n t n b ' luti n 

Tudcn, Arthur and Leonard, Plotni cov (cd . oeial ' IratificltiO/1 III ,\fri ca 

New York : The Free Pre 

10 1 



List of Key Informant 

Namc Age 
Occupation 

I'l a ' e -Itl /I 

Melkamu Mekonnen 47 
Wca Cr Wi ll 

Molla Bisewr 64 
Tanner ~ 

\VOl h Ayenew Mesert 51 
Weaver t-

Il gel 
Aiganesh Birhanu 35 Potter M ge 
Birkie Tadesse 35 Potter t-
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:-Alcmitu Shiferaw 40 Potter \Volel 

Lingcrew Tsega 32 Blacksmith Mege 
Merigeta Belay 67 Government Delllb 
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Employed 

Bitaw An teneh 64 Tanner Wotc bel 
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