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Abstract 

Thi s study ex pl ores th e contri buti on of ego social networks for community development 
in Tullo kebele of Haw ass a Area SNNPR. The study has employed qualitative method and 
multiplc casc study approach. Data were co ll ected through semi structured interview questi ons 
from five egos and four alters selected purposively based on the inclusion criteri a in Tu ll o 
kebele. Participatory mapping by hands were used to draw the social network diagrams of egos 
and transcribed data were subjected to cross case analysis. Social roles and statuses are major 
reasons for social network selections of ego social networks. Clan, kinship and socia l role are 
identifi ed forms of ego social networks. Vi llage messengcrs and ph ys ical contacts are preferab le 
means of communications for social netwo rks. 'Wari setti ng', 'Nafaru ' , 'Ollu ', and 'Tullo 
Songo' and Friday market are settings for the contacts of ego social networks. Composition and 
structu re of egos social networks are im portant social network assets of egos for community 
developments. ' Syra ' or conspire is co ll ective means of out casting individuals being out of their 
customary rul es. 'Songos' settings are important for the discussions of social problems. The 
cu lture of' Afiny' is important to make any social decisions acceptable in the community. 
Econom icall y, social networks of egos are important to conduct 'Shalla' and 'Wijo'. 

Kev words: Ego Social Network, Alter, Social Network Compos itions, Social Network 
Structures, Functions of Social Networks, Community Development, Tull o kebele. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 . Background of the Study 

The focus of thi s thesis proposal work is under the title of contribution of ego social 

networks for community development. Wamer and Lunt ( 1942) exp lain the term ' network' have 

been first used in academic literature by Radcliffe-Brown in 1940 and earl y sociologists 

recognized its significance as an aspect of social living (as ci ted in Gilchrist, 2009). 

Social Networks (SNs) are pattellls of relationships and interactions laying fundamental 

roles as medium for the spread of information, ideas and influence. Networks contain of 

indi vidual or organi zat ions connected by one or more spec ifi c type of interdependence such as 

common interest, beli efs, va lues and knowledge (Kempe, Kleinberg & Tardos, 2003). 

Basically, whole network and ego network are the two approaches of social network 

analysis. Ego network approach is applied in the analysis of this research. Ego network consist of 

a focal actor and all of his relationships to other people, called alter and the relationship alllong 

these alters (Wasserman &Faust, 1994). 

Communities are made up of related indi vidual s or groups whi ch make "soc ial networks" 

that comprise community groups or organizations, individuals and the relations or "linkages" 

among them (Pachucki & Breiger, 2010). Ego network is one useful source of information, 

social SUppOlt, nonnative pressure, sense making, access to resources and influence (DeJordy & 

Halgin, 2008). 

Among the nine regional states of Ethiopia, SNNPR is mostly characterized by 

heterogeneity in people's composition and more than 56 nations' nation aliti es and peoples. 

Sidama people who are one of the people of SNNPR in Ethiopia have its own multiple cu ltu res, 
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indigenous knowl edge and its own living styles, traditional institutions (Luwa institution) and 

administrations, its own calendar and new year celebration (Fiche Chambalala), indigenous 

social networks and others are some of features of the Sidama people. All these socio cultural 

institutions and attributes are interconnected with one another in long history and existence of the 

Sidama Community and in 2015 one of the communities' intangible heritages ' fiche 

Chambalala' inscribed as world heritage by UNESCO (United Nations Educational Scientific 

and Cultural Organization) on the lOt" meeting in Namibia. Field experiences of the researchers 

colleague in the Sidama and encouragements from thc Hawella Tulia cultural and governmental 

communication offices makes Sidama the potential area to the current research. 

Individuals socially entitled as 'Gedana ' (the front leader ofthe Luwa), 'Cimmeesiaa' 

(efficient elder in the community who passes the Luwa system), and 'Keretie' (respected 

woman) etc in the Sidama community play significant roles in variety of soc ial roles in their 

indigenous institutions and solve different societal problems that happen within the community. 

Individuals having social statuses in Sidama take part in deci sive tasks of social , political , 

cultural, environmental programs and other aspects of activities which conduct at any time 

within the community as well as country level but, little is known about the roles of these kinds 

of individual social networks and its roles for community development in the study area as well 

as in Ethiopia. Exploring the stmcture, composition and functions of these communication center 

individual (egos) social networks that were selected from different villages of Tullo kebele and 

the roles for community development is therefore, the focus of this research. 

1.2. Statement of the Problem 
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Soc ia l networks affect the econom ical , social , environmental, cu ltural and other aspects 

of community lives. Evidentially Eagle, Macy, and Claxton (2010) studied the relation between 

the structure of social networks and access to socioeconomic opportunity. Finding shows, the 

diversity of individuals' relationships is strongly correlated with the economic development of 

communities. This study is limited to compositional aspects of social networks in related to 

economic aspects of community. 

A study conducted by Ben and Mobark (2013) wi th a title of communicating with 

fanners through social networks in Malawi shows that " fann ers who are relatively representative 

of the general population can gcnerate gains as high as those of professional agricultura l 

extension". Similar studies conducted on effects of soc ial networks stlUcture on the diffusion and 

adoption of agricu ltura l technology evidence from lUfal Ethiopia shows that diffusion of 

infonnat ion on a complex technology is not promoted by simpl y knowing an extension agent but 

by knowing an agent that a particular household can rel y on and by clustered networks in wh ich 

most friends of the household are friends of each other (Todo, Matous & Dagne Mojo, 20 14). 

A more theoretical synthesis was documented by Ryan , Kerry, Agnitsch, Zhao, and 

Mullick (2005) with title on making sense of vo luntary participation. It shows the relationship 

between social ties and community participation is complementary in nature. The more 

connected people are to their community, the more likely it is that they will participate in 

voluntaIY activities that work toward local benefit. 

Communities are made up of related individuals or groups which make "social networks" 

and the relations or " lin kages" among them. Social networks are crucial to every aspect of 

community engagement, understandin g the community and mobil ize people for community 
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developments (Pachucki & Breiger, 20 I 0) . Social networks play fund amental roles as medium 

for the spread of in form ation, ideas and influence, thi s networks connected by one or more 

specifi c type of interdependence among network members such as common interest, beliefs, 

values and knowledge (Kempe, Kleinberg & Tardos, 2003). These studies were focused on onl y 

communicative effects of social networks for diffusion of innovations quantitatively. 

It is noticeable that relationship mapping tools such as genograms and ecomaps are 

commonly used in social work practice with indi vidual s and small groups. Enni s and West 

(20 12) acknowledged that, the integration of social network analysis into the communi ty 

deve lopment project ass isted in understanding the communi ty. The study further concludes that, 

the integration of soc ial network analysis as a tool fo r assisting network thinking providing a 

strong link between practice and research . 

Many research analyzes social ties at the conununity level are still as important as they 

were in an earlier era and most researchers accept the importance of social interactions for 

communities and use the quantity or qual ity of social ti es to predi ct other features of community 

social life and social acti on. Similarl y, different authors agreed that communiti es have di verse 

and valuable webs of gifts and assets each of which has a unique set of skill s and capacities to 

channel for community development. 

As a conununity development student, I believe that exploring and fa cilitating the social 

networks of others shall be a prelim inary work for conununi ty development actors. Gilchri st 

(2009) suggested the idea that, "network th e networks", forming boundary-spanning links across 

which infomlation and resources fl ow to wh ere th ey can best be used to co mmunity development 
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practices. "The importance of soc ial networks is commonly understood and highly valued in 

Ethiopia and Ethiopian culture" (Wassie Kebede, 2006). 

15 

Soc ial network have multiple ro les for community lives in different ways; these crucial 

roles of social networks for community development are yet rarely explored across different 

regions in Ethiopia by research and not acknowledged in community development practi ces. 

Similar stud ies haven' t yet documented the social networks of egos and its roles for community 

development in Tullo Kebele as well as in Ethiopia. The current study brought the issue of Egos 

social networks and the contribution for community development focus ing on composition , 

structure and function s of ego soc ial netwo rks in the community of Tullo Kebele Hawassa Area 

SNNPR. 

1.3. General Objective 

The major objective of this study is to explore compositional and structural components 

of ego social networks and their roles for conununi ty development in Tu llo kebele Hawassa Area 

SNNPR. 

1.4. Research Questions 

• What are the natures of ego social compos itions in Tullo kebele Hawassa Area? 

• What are the natures of ego social networks structure in Tull o kebele Hawassa 

Area? 

• Wh at are the maj or Functions of ego social networks for community development 

in Tu llo kebele Hawassa Area? 

1.5. Significance of the Study 
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This study is used to understand and utili ze personal networks and its roles to commun ity 

development. It will help to understand personal social networks and roles in the community, 

maps indi vidual assets and their relations in communi ty for the sustainabi lity of soc ial, 

economical , cultural and environmental development in the area. 

The study is also important to community development or social work practice 

interventions. Because, social network anal ysis is analyti calmerhod, it reveals relat ional effects 

in the com munity. This helps to find out where the co ll aborati on is breaking down fo r 

communi ty development acti ons and where opportun iti es for di ffusion and innovation are lost. 

Thi s study will further produce val uable in formation fo r soc ial work education, future research 

and social work intelvent ions to take egos indigenous social networks as one asset in bu ilding 

asset based co mmunity developments from grass roots. 

Taking into account the lack of ego social network related research in Ethiopia for 

community development purpose, thi s study will have a contribution to the working knowledge 

so fa r adds insight to un derstand and relate ego social networks and communi ty development in 

multi cultural communi ties like Sidama in SNNPR. 

1. 6. Scope of the Study 

This research is limited to the study of fi ve egos social networks se lected in 'Tullo' 

kebele Hawassa are SNNPR and their social networks with four strongly connected network 

members or alters. It covers only the views of five egos (conununicati on centre individuals) from 

di fferent villages of 'Tull o kebele' and their relationship with four closes alters. Among many 

alters only the four selected social members of egos or alters from the four different egos were 

included. For thi s reason, ego netwo rk approach was employed th at consists of th e fi ve egos and 
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th eir relati onsh ips to alters and th e relationship among th ese al ters. It is limited to the social 

network compositions and stl1lctures of th e egos and functions of social network s in the 

communi ty from the participants' understandi ngs. 

1.7. Definitions of Terms 

In the cUlTent thesis numbers of terms that arc important to understand the research arc 

conceptual defined as follows : 

Alters: individuals who are in a direct contact to the ego and selected as close by the ego 

Density: is the extent to whi ch all the possible connecti ons that coul d ex ist in a network actually 
do ex ist 

Ego: an individual actor or person who serves as a communicati on center fo r other members of 

the social networks or alters 

Ego Network: Examines social netwo rks from the perspective of a single focal actor or person 

Social Network: A set of stabl e contacts between people, neighborhood and each of these have 

connections of some kin d to some or all of the others. 

Network Tie: al so call ed a relation or edge, describes a part icul ar, well spec ifi ed, relationship 

between two Actors 

1.8. Organization of the Study 

The cun'ent thesis is organized into six chapters. Following the introduction in chapter 

one, the rest of the thesis is stl1lctured as foll ows: Chapter two presents review of theoretica l and 

empirica l literature and conceptual frame works. Chapter three outlines the research 

methodology and chapter four presents the fin di ngs of th e thesis by themes. Chapter fi ve 

provides di scussion of findings of the study and the last chapter provides the conclusions, 
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implications and recommendations of the findings of the study for social work education, 

research and com munity deve lopment practices. 
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2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1. Introduction 

This chapter is organized in to three major sections. The first section dea l with conceptual 

and theoretical perspective of social networks; in this sub section, introducing social network 

concepts, theory of homophily, social capital theory, network functions and networking for 

community development are discussed. The second section deal with conceptual and theoretical 

perspective of community development; under this section concepts related to community and 

community development, theories and community development models are reviewed. Thc other 

sections deal conceptual fame works for analysis. 

2.2. Conceptual and Theoretical Perspectives of Social Networks 

2.2.1. Reviewing Social Network Concepts 

In these category important points related to social networks has explained. These are 

definitions of social networks, approaches, social network analysis concepts and types of social 

networks are reviewed. Rupnic (2006) defined that social network is a set of individuals or 

groups which is called actors and each of which has connections or ties of some kind to some or 

all of the others. A social network consists of a finite set of actors and the relation or relations 

defined on them (Wasserman & Faust, 1994). The main points in social network are "actors" 

which might be peoples or groups and the connections "ties" among them. A tie might be 

friendship, family and work and the nature of these connections can vary. 

Many social network analysts define social network analysis differently. McGloin and 

Kirk (2010) defined as the study of social structures and compositions that focus on the 

relationships among interacting actors. Explore the structure of groups in human society by 
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modeling indi viduals, places, and objects as nodes of a network and add links between nodes to 

represent relation among them (Ski llicorn, 2004). Technique that can be used in order to ana lyze 

the development of a conullunity, identi fying the structure of a community, the strong and weak 

connections in a community and in providing information on the developm ent of the community 

itself (Laat, Lall y, Lipponen & Simons, 2007). The unit of analys is in social networks analysis is 

not the individual, but an entity consisting of a collection of individuals and the li nkages among 

them (Wasserman & Faust, 1994). 

Ego network /egocentric/ and whole network are the two main social network anal ys is 

approaches (Enni s, 20 12). Ego network approach use when you start with ego (a person, a group, 

an organization) and explore outwards by asking them about their 'a lters' and Jt focus on effects 

of social context on individuals attitudes, behaviors and conditions Ii·om the perspecti ve of an 

actors and collect data from respondent about interactions and network members in all social 

setting. Ego network analysis approach analysis can build a picture of a typical actor in any 

parti cu lar environment and show how many ties individual actors have to others, what type of 

ties they maintain, what kind of informati on they give to and receive fro m others in their 

networks (Ennis, 2012). 

whereas, whol e social network analysis approach are perspectives of the network from 

the whole structure of the environment study interactions with in the socially geographicall y 

bounded groups and data collected from group members about their ties to other group members 

in a se lected social setting (Wasserman & Faust, 1994). 
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Table I soc ial network analys is concepts 

SNA Description 
Concept 

Actors Network members that are distinct individuals (for example, clients of a health 
service, residents of a neighborhood) or co llective units 

Tics, Links, Represents relationships among actors, characterized by their type, direction and 
Lines strength 

Dyad Refers to the relations between a pair of entities in a network. 

Triad Refers to three actors in a network, and the possible relations or ties between 
them 

Relation Coll ection of tics specific to some members 

Group Coll ection of all actors on wh ich ties are to be measured 

Subgroup Refers to any subset of actors and the ti cs among th ese 

Social Finite set or sets of actors and the relations defined on them 
Network 

Source: Game alld LearnIng Alftance the Europeall Network of Excellellce 011 Senous 

Games Version 1.6 171 06 12011 

Social scientists typically d istinguish among different kinds of dyadic links both 

21 

analyticall y and theoretically. For example, the typology shown in table 2 below divides dyadic 

re lations into four basic types' whi ch is based on similarities, social relations, interactions, and 

flows. Much of social network research can be seen as working out how these different kinds of 

ties affect each other (BOI·gatti, Mehra, Brass & Labianca, 2009). 
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Table2 Types [forms] of social relations th at can be represented through network data: 

Similariti es Social relations Interactions Flows 

Location Membership Attribute Kinship Other iAffective \.....ognitive Talked to, information 
Roles advice, 

CO-OcculTcnce help Beliefs 

Some Some clubs Some Mother a Friend Likes, knows, Personnel 
spatial and some gender, of respect views as 

events some Sibling 0 and similar Resources 
and attribute Boss of affective 

temporal and hates 
Lending 

space 

Source: (Borgatt l, Mehra, Brass & Lablanca, 2009) Wi th slight modificatIOn. 

2.2.2. Theory ofHoinophi ly 

HOl11ophily explains group composition in terms of the sim il arity ofl11embers' 

characteristics; the extent to whi ch pairs of individuals are similar in tenTIS of certain attributes, 

such as age, gender, education, or lifestyle (Rogers, 1983). The bas ic assumption ofhomophi ly 

is that , s im ilarity of individuals affects them toward a greater level of interpersonal attraction, 

tlUSt, and understanding than would be expected among dissi milar and individual s tend to 

affiliate with others who share simi lar interests or who are in a similar situation (Schacter, 1959). 

Lazarsfeld and Merton (1954) di stinguished two types ofhomophily. Status homophily, 

in which simi larity is based on informal, fo rmal, or ascribed status and value homophily, which 

is based on values, attitudes, and beliefs. Status homophily includes the major socio demographic 

dimensions that stratify society ascribed characteri stics like race, ethnicity, sex, or age, and 

acquired characteristics like religion, education, occupation , or behav ior patterns and value 

homophil y in cl udes the wide variety of interna l states presumed to shape our orientation toward 

future behaviors (cited in McPherson, Smith-Lovin & Cook, 2001). 
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Because people are more comfOltable interacting with similar others, the researcher 

desires to investigate whether these homophilous interactions contribute for community 

development hence, the research will focus on investigating the individual s social network with 

and alters attribute play for development of their community. 

2.2.3. Social Capital Theory 

Social networks as building blocks of local social capital and socia l capital theories argue 

that social relationships add tmst, matelial and emotional support and other social and cultural 

value to actors in social networks by allowing them to obtain the resources embedded in such 

relationships for their actions (Bourdieu, 1986). 

Neighbors often serve as support systems for each other, providing material as well as 

emotional assistance in times of need and these relationships are impOltant resources (Donald & 

Wandersman, 1982). The cun·ent study explores major fOlms of egos and alters relationships and 

analyzed their functions from this perspective. 

2.2.4. Network Functions and Networking for Community Development 

Gilchrist (2009) discussed th e functions of social networks for community developmcnt 

purposes that, social networks are impoltant to provide strong and dispersed communication 

channels, facilitate collective action, SUppOlt multi-agency pattnerships and citizen engagement, 

promote community cohesion, and create opportunities for refl ection and learning. Community 

engagement is not a simple task that requires know communities, establish positions and 

strategi es, build and sustain networks, mobilize population. 

2.2.4.1. The Role of Social Networks in Community Engagement 
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Understanding social networks have multidimensional significance for communi ty 

development actors, below the researcher select to discuss some of the rol es of social network in 

community engagement such as knowing commun ities, establish positions and Strategies, build 

and sustain networks, mobilize community (Hatcher & Nico la, 2008). 

Learning about a community, whether it is defined geographicall y or by a common 

interest or by others means knowing the community's cultures and institutions, its capabilities 

and assets, and its[social, econom ical, cul tural , environmental etc 1 needs and chal lenges 

typically, learn ing about a community requires a variety of approaches, including gathering 

ex isting data and generating new information, co mbining qualitative and quantitative data, and 

incorporating the perspectives of a broad spectrum of individuals, organizations, and groups in 

the community. Understanding a community's social networks is essential because of their 

potential to affect communi ty development social networks can also provide access to a 

community and generate knowledge of its characteri stics. 

Social networks represent important groups of ci ti zen in any community development 

planning initiative; these groups can be engaged to provide feedback , identify priorities and 

opportunities, establish positions on issues and approaches, and plan strategies for in tervention 

Both obtaining knowledge about social networks and gathering knowledge from such networks 

are essential to the development of relevant strategies for community development In addition, 

social networks are a means of communicati on, creating a platfonTI for sharing and discussing 

potential positions and strategies. 

Building and sustaining netwo rks of individuals and ent ities for community improvement 

includes establi shing and maintaining communi cation channels, exchanging resources, and 
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coordinating coll aborative activities ; ex isting social networks can be effective and efficient 

platform s for eff0l1s in community engagement if th ey reach people who arc centra l to these 

effort s and if their members share the goals orthe engagement cff0l1s tlu·ough th e community 

engagement process, new networks can be developed as we ll. 
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Ultimately, partners and their constituencies must be mobilized to take the actions that 

wi ll lead to improved communi ty development, and mobilization must be sustained through 

leadership, commun ication, and motivati on. The social capital embedded in social networks is of 

the utmost importance throughout the communi ty engagement effort, relationshi ps must be 

strengthened and new capacity for co ll ecti ve acti on developed, it is important to reach out and 

pull in key op inion leaders and community stakeholders (Pan, Littl efield, Valladolid & Tapping, 

2005). 

2.2.4.2.Social Networks and Communi ty outcome 

Robert and Byron (1998) suggested that, the prevalence of social networks is not only 

associated with improved quality of life for res idents; but also it plays posi ti ve influence on other 

commu nity dynamics. For example; networks of fr iends arc associated with reduced crim e and 

social disorder. Skogan (1986) a noted criminologist notes, that "when residents form local 

social ti cs, th eir capacity for community social control is increased because they arc bettcr abl e 

to recogn ize strangers and more apt to engage in guardianship behavior against victimization ." 

1nfol111al socia lizing with neighbors in the building, along wi th strong pro socia l norms 

and participation in the residents' council, was assoc iated with better building conditions and 

lower levels of crime than buildings with less social capital. The neighboring component in 
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particular was associated with better outcomes at the coll ective and individual levels (Saegert & 

Winkel, 1998). 

Networking for community development is significant means to practice, participation 

and leadership, importance of informality, networking as information process, meta-networks, 

negotiating diversity, mediating conflict and networking the networks; meta-networking means 

as a core function shifts the focus of practice away from fonnal alTangements to encompass more 

informal processes (Gilchrist, 2009). 

2.3. Conceptual and Theoretical Perspective of Community Development 

2.3. 1. Community and Community Development 

Ricks, Charlesworth, Bellefeuille, and Field ( 1999) note that there are many definitions 

of 'community', and it is impol1ant to note that people define for themselves which communities 

they feel part of; "community is simply a col lection of relationships"; Among different kinds of 

community definitions given by different authors in social science, geographic community 

(neighborhoods), commun ity of interest and community of identity are some types of 

communities that most authors were frequently used in their definitions; but the only type of 

community which is get an agreement amongst scholars is a geographic community; within 

geographic communi ty you will find both communities of identity and community of interest as 

well as examples of intentional conununity. 

In the case of this study when the researcher use the word community is viewed as 

individuals, neighbors in a relationship with one another and that group of people sharing a 

communal understanding who reveal themselves by using the same language, manners, customs 
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and law, which is their tradition and geographically located in SNNPR Sidama Zone Tullo 

Kcbele. 
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Chri stenson and Robinson (1989) defined as, when a group of people in a community 

reaching a decision to initiate a social action process to change their economic, social, cultural 

and environmental situation. It also relies on interaction between people and joint ac ti on, rather 

than individual activi ty what some sociologists call "collective agency" (Flora & Flora, 1993). 

Community development is a process where people are united with those of 

governmental authori ties to improve the economic, social and cultural conditi ons of communiti es 

and communities are integrated into the life of the nat ion enabling th em to contribute fu ll y to 

national progress (Biggs, 1999). And also community is both the means and the end of 

community development (Flora, Flora, Spears & Swanson, 1992). 

Inferring from these definitions, communi ty development is a process, requires 

interaction between people and reaching decisions, uni te with stake holders and people 

contribute fully in nation's progress and com munity should be the means and end of community 

development Com munity development have its own principles wh ich helps to attain concepts in 

the above definiti ons these are social j ust ice, decision, participation, self-rel iance, equality, 

Learning, co-operation (Central Land Council Community Development Framework, 2009). 

2.3.2. Communi ty Development Princip les 

A number of principles or nonTIS emphasize community development work but in order 

to make short the researcher take the following community development principles from the 

central land cou ncil community development framework (2009). 
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Soc ial justi ce: - enab ling people to claim their human ri ghts meet their needs and have greater 

control over the decision-making processes that affect their lives. 

PaI1icipation: - facilitating the active involvement by people in addressing the issues whi ch 

affect their li ves, based on shared power, skills, knowledge and experience. 

Self-reliance: - building stronger, more self-reli ant communiti es that are independent rather than 

dependent. 

Equality: - challenging the attitudes of individuals, and the practices of in sti tutions and society, 

which di scrim inate against and marginali ze people, and changing power relati ons so that they are 

more equitable within co mmunities and between commu niti es an d ex ternal actors and agencies. 

Learning: - recognizi ng the skills, knowledge and experti se that people contribute and develop 

by taking action to address issues. 

Co-operation : - working together to identify and implement ac ti on, based on mutual respect of 

diverse cultures and contributions. 

2.3 .3. Integrating Network Concepts into ABCD (Asset Based Community Development) 

Models. 

The asset-based community development (ABCD) is model or strategy for sustainable 

community-driven development and it is strengths based approach to work with communities; a 

key element of the ABCD model is the "asset-map " (McKnight & Kretzmann, 1993). 

ABCD categorizes asset inventori es into five groups; individuals, associations, 

institutions, physica l assets and connections. There must be an exchange between people sharing 

their assets and these connections are made by people who are connectors even if, it takes time 

to Find out about indi viduals actors; this is normall y done th rough bui lding relati onships wi th 
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indi vidual by indi vidual (McKnight &Kretzmann, 1993). Diffcrent authors agreed that 

communi ties have di verse and valuable webs of gifts and assets; each of whi ch has a unique set 

of skill s and capacities to channel fo r conUllUnity development. 

Networks that connect indi vidual s and di fferent sections of the loca l community are an 

invaluable resource, functioning as communication systems and organi zations mechanisms and 

the development of "community" is about strengthening and extending networks of 

rel ati onships between individual s, between organizations, and just as importantly, between 

different sectors and agenc ies mai nta in these networks is fundamental to effective community 

development work (G ilchri st, 2009). 

Community development becomes an instrum cnt of state poli cy and des igned to 

address various problems. A community development worker or project needs to understand and 

use different models, adopting different approaches depending on circumstances and 

competences. Community development makes an appearance under several situations such as 

poverty and crim e reducti on, community participation, citi zen involvement and so all , where 

there is a shared belief that 'comm unity parti cipation' and/or 'cit izen invo lvement ' are necessary 

and desi rable prerequisites for soc ial improvement behind this apparent agreement lie three 

different models of community development, each related to contrasting political analyses of 

society and the state which community development expect to understand. 
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Table 3 Models of community development 

Model Politica l frame work Typical activities 
Consensus -Consclvati ve Social planning, self help groups and volunteering 

communitarian 

Plurali st -Liberal social Community engagemen t, partnership worki ng, lobbyi ng 
democratic and cOlllmunity capacity building 

Conflict -Radical socialisl Community organizi ng campaigni ng and advocacy work 

Source: The well connected commun ity (Gilchrist, 2009). 

2.3 .4. System Theory 

Systems theory can.be found in different fields including soc ial work. When we. approach 

the area of social work we start w ith holi stic oriented work and models of system theoretical 

problem solving, and then go more in depth into work with fam ili es and social network 

(Hutchinson & Oltedal, 20 14). 

The general system theOlY provides an analytical framework which can be used to 

describe some of the many factors involved in community development. Some of the key 

concerns in community development, such as assessing power and influence, understandin g the 

dynamics of inter-group rel ation ships, and considering the changes invo lved in pl anning 

development activities, can be understood and described using System Theory (Hutchinson & 

Oltedal ,2014). 

Tamas, Yukon, and Ontanrio (2000) states, community development is a very complex 

activity. These basic concepts form the foundation of system theory as appli ed to community 

development. Most community development work usually invo lves the following steps: 

Assessing the commun ity, selecting development goa ls, planning a strategy to reach those goals, 
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Carryin g out activities to achieve goals, and evaluating progress and including the results of 

evaluation in subsequent activities 

2.4. Conceptua l Frame Works 
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Socia l Networks (SNs) are pattems of relationships and interactions laying fundamental 

roles as medium for the spread of infonnati on, ideas and influence. These networks contain of 

individual or organizations connected by one or more spec ific type of interdependence such as 

common interest, beli efs, values and knowledge (Kempe, Kl ei nberg & Tardos, 2003). 

Ego networks approach is applied in the anal ys is of th is thesis. In social network anal ysis, 

whole network and ego network are the two basic approaches (Ennis, 20 12). Ego networks 

consist ofa foca l actor and all of hi s relati onshi ps to other people, called alter and the 

relationship among these alters (Wasserman &Faust, 1994). 

As Diaz-Bone (2007) states that, there are usuall y two types of data collection questions 

in ego social networks these are name generators that, focus on asking to whom the respondent 

maintains a spec ifi c type of relationship and name interpreters, asking egos informati on about the 

al ters named [nominated individuals who considered as close by hislher selection criteria] and 

the relationships between these alters. 

The fundamental idea of an ego networks are that egos (communication center 

individuals), are one useful source of in formation, social SUPPDlt, nonnative pressure, sense 

making, access to resources and influence (DeJordy & Halgin, 2008). As a result, exploring 

di fferent social networks of the egos have big role in community development. Through, social 

network study invisib le webs of ties can be visible relationships which have a big impact on 

people, group, program, organi zation and communities (Ennis, 2012). 
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In the anal ysis of ego networks of thi s research, three major research questions were 

designed to address under this finding; these are, explorin g both the compositi on and structure of 

ego social networks and examining major fun ctions of ego socia l networks for commun ity 

development and qualitative indicators were used to identi fy the composition and structures of 

ego networks. HOll1ophil y and heterophily and their impli cations were used as leading 

compositional indicators; whil e, centrality(posi tion), strength of ties, density of networks and 

structural holes and their qualitati ve implicati ons were explored by the use of semi structured in­

depth interview. The relat ionships of these indicators are discussed below. 

Centrality, strength of ti es, dens ity of nctworks and structural holes were used in 

indicating structure of egos social networks of this study findin g. Everett and BOJ·gatti (2005) 

stated that centrali ty between's is " the extent to which an actor is between all other actors within 

the [social] networks and if an actor is between two other actors then it foll ows that there is not a 

connection between alters on the path connecting them". That means if the social networks of an 

ego get sparse, the degree of centrality wi ll increase; whi ch indicate that, there is access of 

diverse information , high level of egos control and influence in the social networks. Hence, in 

such cases alters have no oppormnity of accessing information or resources from other alters 

unless, they pass through the egos. 

On the other hand, high (dense) density socia l networks indicate low central ity. In high 

density, level of connections in the soc ial networks are high or majority of alters are directly 

connected both to the egos and among themselves. Therefore, in such situations the influences 

and controls of di verse resources by egos (communication center individuals) become reduced; 

mean ing, the social networks of the egos show low centrality. 
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Additionall y, dense networks are often characterized as being homogeneous and made up 

of strong ti es (Granovetter 1973 ; Marsden 1987), whereas sparse networks are full of structural 

holes which considered to be heterogeneous and to be consisting of weak ties (Burt 1992), and in 

homophilous interactions communication is more likely to be effective and individuals enjoy it 

and on the opposite of it homophily can act as an invi si ble barrier to the flow of innovations 

within a system; in heterophilous interactions communication require more effort to make 

effect ive communication and face the frustration of ineffective comm uni cation (Rogers, 1983,pp. 

274-279), as Granovetter's (1973) theory of "the-strength-of-weak-ties," implies that, 

heterop ilous interpersonal links are especially important in carrying information about 

innovations (as cited in Rogers, 1983). 

From the theoretical concepts stated above we can understand that, dense ego social 

networks can be good indicators ofmuitiple fonns of social relationships, homophilous 

interactions, frequent and easy communication, stronger ties, and could be invisible batTiers to 

the now of innovations while, sparse ego social networks can be good indicators of social 

networks with structural hol es, source of non redundant information, require effort to make 

communication effective, could be source of innovation ideas, heterophilous relationships, and 

weak ties. 



CONTRIBUTION OF EGO SOCIAL NETWORKS ... 34 

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.1. Philosophical Paradigm 

Findings of this study were based on qualitative data which was gathered from the in­

depth interviews. Data analysis procedures of the thesis were based on constructivist thought. 

Constructivist means "understanding of the study participants [egos 1 world in which they live 

and work" (Creswell, 2009, p. 41). Semi structured questions were prepared as guide lines for in 

depth interv iews just for indicating the research objectives. Findings were subjective to 

participants' or egos and alters' point of view. Data such as who is connected to who, forms of 

relations, structure and composition of ego networks and functions of ego social networks within 

the community were establi shed by study participants. 

3.2. Study Design 

The main focus of this study is in-depth understanding of egos networks and their 

contribution for community development at 'Tullo ' Kebe1e in Hawassa Area. A qualitative 

research method was employed. The researcher implemented egocentric research design wh ich 

focuses the view of focal persons and the actors it is linked to it and relations among alters 

(Marsden, 2005). 

Qualitative research method allows exploring egos social networks structure, 

composition, functions of ego network relations in the community and the roles of ego networks 

for community development deeply. It was selected for the reason that qualitative socia l network 

studies helps in analyzing the structure of social relations and the processes of interaction which 

have to be understood by investigating the nature and content of networks (Edwards, 20 I 0). 

Additionall y, personal social networks are meaningful to the members of the study site . 
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Therefore, qualitative research methods are preferable to study the roles of ego networks for 

community development in stead of using quantitati ve research method. 

3.3. Background or the Study Area 
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The study was carried out in Tullo Kebele Hawella Tulia Sub City of Hawassa Area 

Sidama Zone in SNNPR. Hawassa was found in 1960 G.c. The word Hawassa means "wide" in 

Sidamigna language that is, the widely spoken language in the area. The city is 275 kilo meters 

away from Addis Ababa and 1125 km North of Nairobi (Adise Anito, 2014). 

Hawassa City Admini stration is divided in to eight sub cities and Hawella Tulia sub city 

is one part of the city administration organized with eleven rural kebeles and one urban kebe1 e 

(Annex E). Tullo kebele is one of the rural kebeles located in Hawassa Area and it has a total of 

12,948 populations with 6,369 males and 6,579 females (Hawella Tulia sub City Finance and 

Economic Development Socio Economic and Geo-spatial Data Analysis and Dissemination Core 

Process, 201 5). 

The Hawella Tulia Sub City Cul ture, Touri sm and Government Communication Affairs 

Office brochure (2016) shows that, majority of tourist attractions like (natural, manmade, 

cultural and social) found in Hawassa is located in Hawe1la Tulia sub city, like the 'Tullo 

Songo ' ' . Tullo kebele was selected for thi s study because of four major. 'Tullo' kcbele was 

selected among eleven rural area kebeles of Hawassa area was because of four major reasons. 

These were 'Tullo ' kebele took as a model to show the Sidama indigenous arbitrary system by 

govemments, so in order to get best practices it was preferable to conduct a study in thi s kebele. 

1 a place where traditional alternative dispute resolution is practiced in Hawella ethnic groups who are found in Hawella Tu lia sub ci ty 
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The second reason was because the home of the 'Gedana' who is the "leader of seventeen ethnic 

groups" is found in this kebele' . 

the researcher was impressed to include personal views and experi ences of the 'Gedana' 

in the study, because it is known that, the views of opini on leaders matter in community 

development and thi s man is one of the highly respected members of the Sidama communities. 

Again 'Tullo Songo' is found in this kebele; because this is the place where the 'Cimmeesiaa' 

assemble on every Wednesday and Sunday to resolve vari ous problems of the community and 

share information among them, bringing different ideas and resolves the community problems, 

so the researcher can access research participants in convenient place for them. Nearness of the 

area to J-Iawassa city also important factor to select the area because, the researcher can solve 

problems related to house and logistics shOltages that are related to distance from the center of 

the city. 

3.4. Study Participants and Selection Criteria 

Inclusion criteria were set for the purpose of guiding the data collection process and to 

determine the right targets from wh ich the data will be coll ected in this study. This study was 

conducted with five communication centered individuals with different soc ial status at Tullo 

Kebele. These were individuals with the title of 'Gedana', 'Cimmeesiaa', 'Keretie', ' Gasho ' and 

socially untitl ed individuals. 

'Gedana' is a social status given for individuals who leads the 'Luwa system ' for eight 

years in Sidama; 'Cimmeesiaa' are respected elders who serve their communities in different 

ways, and achi eved the status of effic ient elders; 'Keretie ' is a socially respected woman in 

Sidama, and solves different problems related to women in Sidama; and 'Gasho ' individuals who 

1 The lowest body in government administrative body 
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are vi llage administrators or representatives and those individuals were from different villages of 

'Tullo ' Kebele. 

Being to explore the roles of ego social networks for community development, the 

researcher used purposive sampling to get detail and reliable infonnation from the pal1icipants. 

Mack et al (2005) stated that purposive sampling is used where participants are recruited based 

on the pre-selected criteria that are set by the researcher which will be relevant to the research 

questions and when developing a purposive selection, researcher uses the special knowledge 

about some group to select participants. 

Knowledgeable choice of participants together with cultural expel1s who work in cu lture 

tourism and government conul1unication office at Hawella Tulia sub city around I-Iawassa and 

knew the villages with in Tullo Kebele sUPPol1ed the researcher well. Such kind of selection is 

called 'reputational' and 'positional' approach in network concept (Laumann, Marsden & 

Prensky, 1989). These were some of techniques facilitated to include foci (Ego) in the social 

network analysis of this study. 

Five individuals were selecled purposely as egos based on social status variations within 

the conununity, the imp0l1ance of certain links and socially respected members of the 

community. Qualitative researchers' participant relevance to the research topic gives emphasis 

not for the representativeness of population (KJueger & Neuman, 2006). 

3.5 . Method of Data Collection 

3.5. 1. Semi- Structured Interviews 

In-depth interview is the data collection techn ique employed to collect social network 

data from study participants. In depth interviews were held w ith selected communication center 
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indi viduals (egos) and se lected members of the egos or aIter. In depth interv iews provides access 

to understand pal1icipants' network composition, paves a way to recognize the im portance of ego 

social networks in the Community allows the researcher to put egos network in community 

context and provides access to understand social network funct ioning in the community deeply 

from egos point of view. The study requires all significant personal network information of 

selected egos and alters to do in-depth interview which are opt imal for coll ecting data on 

in dividuals' personal network relat ionships perspectives, and experiences, particularly when 

sensitive top ics are being explored (Mack, Woodsong, Kathleen , Macqueen, Guest & Namey, 

2005 ). 

' Pal1icipatory mappi ng ' technique also employed within the context of an in-depth 

in terview. Participatory mapping help to interrogate and probe qualitative questions, help 

participants to elaborate their social network practically and can freely create a visual map of 

their social networks with four individuals using pens and papers (Emmel, 2008). The researcher 

facili tated participants to represent structure of soc ial networks on the paper through talking and 

drawing. 

Semi-structured in depth interview guides were developed in consistent with research 

objectives and issues aim ing to answer the research questions. Therefore, in order to make clear 

in-depth interview guides were supported by models and examples. These examples and models 

were very important for illiterate participants; additionally, all the semi structured l,'ll idelines that 

were prepared in English were translated into Amharic language and reviewed by the research 

adviser and Hawell a Tulia Cu lture Touri sm and Government Communication office workers 

before data coll ection and impol1ant revi sion was made through thi s technique. 
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3.6. Study Procedures 

The data collection process was started by approaching colleagues who had research 

experience in the conullunity and the I-Iawella Tulia Sub City Culture, Touri sm and 

Communication Affairs office experts as gate keepers during the time of the proposal. Revi ewing 

literatures and many infonllal communications were also conducted and after many discussions 

with the thesis adviser, we reached at deci sion to conduct the thesis. 

On the first day of the data collection, the researcher gave the copy of the research 

proposal which helped them to assure the objectives of the study th at the researcher informed 

orally and gave the legal paper whi ch was taken from Social Work Department. They expressed 

their willi ngness to help throughout the data collection processes again. At th e beginning, experts 

adv ised the researcher to conduct the study in Tullo kebele instead ofDato Kebele. 

Semi structured interview guide questions which was prepared in Amharic version was 

reviewed by l-lawella Tulia Cu lture Tourism and Government Communication office government 

offic ial s work ing on culture. The researcher identified the clarity of the questions, clarity of 

contextuali zed words, meanings, sensi tive issues which may present in semi structured 

interviews tbat wi ll face potential participants during the in depth interviews were corrected. 

The office gave a motor cycle and assigned one facilitator until the end of the data 

collection processes and on the agreed days the researcher visited vi llages and places where 

'Cimmeesiaa' are assembled ('Addbars ', a place where the ' Tullo Songo' conducts). The 

researcher approached community representatives for suggesting and recruitment of potenti al 

participants (ego) for study; the ex perts indicated individuals who were frequent in contacts with 

them by representing their communi ty. Finally, the researcher used maximum variation in the 
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se lection criteri a of egos and getting approach with those potenti al parti ci pants and asked the 

consent of each parti cipant and conduct the in depth interview wit h each partic ipant one by one 

deeply for one hour up to two hours time tak ing interview. The interview date, place and time 

determined based on the participants' interest. The interviews were conducted at home to home 

and by de legating in Hawassa city and Hawell a Tulia town on market day (on Friday). The 

transcription was followed daily after the interviews in the language interv iewed by lIsing the 

notes taken during the interview that in clude the memos and the aud io recordings. 

Reading the transc riptions (with the memos) and li steni ng to the audio recordings 

repeatedly helped to come up with many codes, while doing th is li ne by line cod in g were applied 

and sometimes by statement reading and coding. The researcher has pulled the codes into 

categories by seeing their simi larit ies and asking different analytica l questi ons, then fi na lly into 

big themes having vari ous concepts and stories, in whi ch they are presented in the nex t chapter. 

3 .7. Methods of Data Anal ysis 

Data were managed by creatin g and organizi ng fil es of information about ego social 

networks th at collected by the help of semi structured guide lines attached in (annex E). So, row 

data available in tape record sessions, sign language codes assigned symbol ically by the research 

during in-depth interview were converted in to Amhari c word format s and translated to Engli sh 

language. Network stmctures drawn by pm1icipants were reworked and scan the pictures, in code 

to the computer and used to visualize the structure of soc ial networks in the findings. Nex t, the 

translated data were coded line by line and class ified using categorical aggregation in order to 

establi sh themes. After thi s, data were described one by one in their own context. As Creswell 

(2007) described that data managin g, develop sense of data and making sense of th eme and 
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description are some of the common features in data anal ysis and presentation across all five 

approaches of the research except ground theory. 
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Network analysis focus on ties among people, groups of people, organizations and 

countries (Nooy, Mrvar & Batagelj, 2005).The researcher is not an exception in using network 

analysis for this research. This network analysis helps to understand the composition of an ego 

that is, egos relationship with different alters, diversity of alters, similarity between ego and 

alters (Homophi ly), similarity among the alter, the diversity on some attribute between ego and 

alters along some attribute (Heterophily). The structure of an ego finding was related to, the 

strength of ties forms of tics, advantages and disadvantagcs of ties and fun ctions of cgo social 

networks in the community. 

Egocentri c social network analysis approach is appli ed in the CUlTent research. This 

approach focus on the view of the social networks from the perspective of an actors in the 

networks and building a picture of a typical ego in any particular envirorullent and show how 

many ties an individual ego have to others, what type of ties they maintain, what kind of 

information they give to and receive from others in th eir networks (Wasserman &Faust, 1994). 

Collected socia demographic characteristics of the study participants will present in a 

table format in order to make easy understand ing. Through thi s, data of study participants (egos 

and alters), ego-alters relat ionships and alters-alter relationships and functions of social networks 

are examined. 

After the above presentation with tables, ego networks were visualized by social network 

diagram drawn together with research participants. As Edwards (20 10) di scussed that mappin g 

relational ties between the nodes (ego or alters) and their attributes will di splay in a social 
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network diagram where nodes are the egos and alters and ties are the lines which will visuali ze 

egos networks that enables the researcher to understand the social circumstances where an 

individual operates his/her actions. 

Social network concepts which are cmcial for community development like how ego 

networks are used as a means to co-ordinate coll ective actions, how networks operate, what 

functions they perfonn for individual s and communiti es and how they can provide important 

means of communicat ion for communi ty development, and other roles of social network were 

ana lyzed by using soc ial network analysis concepts and frameworks. 

3.8. Tmstworthiness of the Study 

Tmstworthiness refers to the extent to which findings of a study trul y represent the 

experi ences, perceptions, practices of the parti cipants under study (Ritchie, Lewis & Elam, 2003) 

Primarily, semi stmctured guide lines for in-depth interview was revised by the research adviser 

and Hawella Tulia culture Tourism and Governmental Communication office expert. Especially 

clarity and coherence were revised. 

The researcher visited the ' Gadana' who is th e front leader of the Luwa system in the 

Nure Dullecha vi llage Tullo Kebele. I used this man as get keeper for the research in the 

community. Because th e 'Gedana' is well known and representative of his the 'Luwa ' system 

people respect him and bave a close relationships with government officials in previous studies 

conducted about the Sidama peoples culture studi es with th e cultural and communication office 

of the Hawell a Tulia Sub city. Therefore, by continuous contact with thi s man, researcher can 

built trust fo r the other procedures of the research. 
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Next to the above engagement processes, trustwo rthiness of the information also assured 

through data triangulation. The triangulation can be made by confirming the information 

collected from an in-depth interview through parti cipatory mapping of soc ial network diagrams 

encouraged to draw by hands, verification of reliability was insured by posing as many different 

questions as poss ible, raising similar or the same questions in different ways and asking selected 

network members' similar questions which were asked to egos. 

3.9. Ethical Issues 

Participants were informed about the purpose of the research and asked for their inform ed 

co nsent to involve in the study. The researcher assured parti cipants about their ri ght to stop 

interview up on any inconveniences. Issues related to confidentially and privacy was cl early 

communicated; the information obtained was kept confidential and identifi cation was assigned. 

Participants made decision after the above necessary infonnation was provided. 

The researcher ensures the autonomy of the research parti cipants; it was expressed by 

respecting participants' decision to involve in the study, conducting interview on a convenient 

place and tim e. Based on thi s the in tervi ews were conducted home to hom e, on market day, 

'Tullo Songo' and Hawassa city based on participants interests. During the time offield work the 

researcher gives emphasis for respecting communities. I didn 't show any fashion style or other 

things and I accepted what the people invite for new comers in their home during the stay at the 

fi eld. Before deciding the amount of money to pay for research participants the researcher asked 

trends that people have, their expectations from students after that the researcher covers 

refreshment and transport fee for whom they came to Hawassa city and fifty birr for who 

conducts to home to home with due respect. 
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3.10. Limitations of the Study 

This research has its own challenges. The first challenge was related to contextual 

meanings to the study titl e. Hence it is difficult to find a direct version to the study topic of ego 

networks unlike the previous research topics that participants expected. It requires much time 

and effort to explain the concepts and contextual meaning for participants to overcome this 

limitation the researcher supported the questions with model examples. 

E-NET social network analysis software package which is designed specifically for 

personal network analysis was designed to draw social network structures of egos in the current 

thesis; but, due to lack of money to buy the social network software, I didn ' t use it in the current 

study. This limitation has solved by drawing the social network structures of egos by hand during 

participatoty techniques. This study is limited to cross sectional which is conducts for a short 

period of time. 
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4. DATA PRESENTATION 

4.1. Introduction 

As briefly noted in the method chapter, qualitative case study was employed to explore 

the roles of ego social networks for community development located in Tullo kebele Hawella 

Tulia Sub Cities of Haw ass a Town. The researcher used in-depth interviews for each participant. 

For the in-depth interview, semi structured questions which were prepared in Engl ish have 

interpreted to Amharic language, and reviewed by the thesis adviser; five egos (communication 

center individuals) from Nure Dullecha, Kuyiwata, Doolima, Uraga and Hajesa vi ll ages of Tullo 

kebele and four members oflhe ego socia l networks (alters) were identified playing a maximum 

care to select using the inclusion criteria proposed before the data collection. Before the data 

co llection phase the researcher approached the Hawella Tulia sub city culture, tourism and 

communication affairs office experts who used as gate keepers during the time of proposal. 

This chapter starts by providing brief summary of the socio demographic profiles of the 

study participants who included in the current study. The study findings are organized into seven 

thematic areas under wh ich the social network experiences of different cases are present. The 

first theme describes the socio demographic profiles of study participants, the second theme 

deals with social network selection criteria of egos, the third and fourth theme provides social 

networks composition and stmctures of study participants respectively, and the last tlu'ee themes 

deal about egos means of communication, functions of ego social networks and the advantageous 

and chall enges of egos social networks. 

4.2. Socio-Demographic Profiles of the Study Participants 
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The socio demographic characteristics of each participant who were selected and 

participated as communication centers of the social networks (egos) and members of the egos 

(a lters) are explained below. In this study nine individuals were participated. Among these, the 

five individuals were the egos and the remaining participants were members of the ego (alters), 

selected by the egos to participate in the interviews. 

Among the study participants eight of them were men and one was WOman. Participants 

were selected from Tullo kebele in Hawella Tulia Sub City of Haw as sa . One participant was 

from Nurye Dulecha kebele. Tn terms of their age, participants were above the age of44 years, 

all of them were from Sidama ethni c group. Five of them were fo ll owers of traditional religion, 

other two were Protestants and another one was Muslim. Except one participant all are social ly 

entitled individuals. Alter HA was from ' Finchawa ' ethni c groups but the oth ers were from 

Hawella ethnic groups. Apart from one participant, all are members of 'Afro' family that is the 

"super fami ly" among Hawella Tulia ethnic groups of the Sidama. 

With the exception of two indi viduals other participants can't read and write Amharic 

language. Nevertheless, they are experts of solving soc io cu ltural , economic and other problems 

that would occur in their conununity and considered themselves as the owner of "Yebahel 

Awaki" which is literally means owner of native knowledge. Among the nine participants, four 

of them are entitled as 'Cimmeesiaa'; three of them as 'Gasho', one 'Keret ie ' and another One 

'Gedana'. 

Implications and characteristics of words used to explain the demographic characteristics 

of participants w ill explain below; the researcher asked the meaning of words and phrases 

continuously when participants supposed to express themselves. Presenting native meaning 
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behind these names and statuses whi ch were ex plored in the study is the pre liminary thing for 

readers to understand who were participates of the study. 

Meallillg of Local COllcepts 

47 

'Gedalla ': is a person who leads members of th e Luwa system for eight years. The 

Gedana should fu lfill at least the fo llowin g criteria. Physically big and free from any physical 

disabili ty, having big eyes, have acceptance by the community, abil ity of leading his family as 

well as villages and communi ty, he must be from the honored ethni c group; he must be brave 

that could expressed by killing the clans enemy and anointed the blood of enemy and pass in the 

Luwa ceremony (Participants). 

'Llllvll system': is a "cultural institution in Sidama in which male members or the 

community make participations to get social stams, social rank, and transition to effi cient elder; 

further more it is an instimtion in which each male gives defense service through Luwa 

participation" (Adise Anito, 2014). 

'Cim1lleesiaa': like that ofGedana, any member of the community can't be Cimmeesiaa 

unless he passes certain cu ltural measurements. Culmral measurements are the one who can 

manage his family well, speaks fac t, finding truth (Halalie) during tradi tional arb it rat ion system 

wealth in propcrty, confidence in so lving social problems and pass through the Luwa system 

well are some of the characteri sti cs (According to paI1icipants). 

'Keretie': this social stams belongs to a woman who is highly respected by community 

members in Sidama. Thi s woman could be the wife of the 'Cimmeesiaa'. She represents all 

women in her clan, solve women social problems, and provide social and cultural rituals of the 
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community by being front leader. For example, duri ng ni ght 'fi che' (New year of Sidama 

people) people of the vil lage gather in her house and have cultural meals together (Ego MA). 

'Gasho ': literal it means vi llage administrator. These men could be 'Cimmeesiaa', and have 

to have abi lity of representing their village at 'Songo', respected by community members and 

ability to so lve social problems in his vi ll age. 

'Songo ': It is a Sidamigna word which literally means assembly or meeting. In Sidama 

community there are different level s of 'Songos '. They categori zed it based on the level of 

solving soc ial problems with in the community. Based on this, 'fam il y Songo', 'Nafaru Songo', 

' Ollu Songo' and 'Tull o Songo' are major ones li sted in the data collection processes; 'family 

Songo' is meeting conduct basically by blood related persons to so lve or discuss problems 

happen within their family members; 'Nafaru Songo' a meeting help to solve problems at vi llage 

level; 'Ollu Songo' assemble for the purpose of solving problems that can't solve by the previous 

two 'Songos' at kebele level and finally ' Tullo Songo ' is conduct by members of the ' Hawella 

Tul ia' ethnic groups come from different kebeles to solve problems beyond the previous Songo ( 

study participants). 

'Wari Session' ( f"Pt: '/.It) : means that, community members gather together at evening time 

in one of the communities' elder house and talk daily events (according to study participants). 

'Yebahel Awaki '/Native Knowledge/ traditional knowledge!: individuals who have full 

knowledge and knowhow about the socio cultural traditions of the Sidama community well. For 

example know and practice the traditional arbitrary system at Songo, paJ1i cipate in the 'Luwa' 

system and' fiche' as wel l as good for his community (According to pa'1icipants). 

4.3. Alter Selection Criteria of Egos 
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Participants who selected as an ego were asked to select four best individuals for them 

and each participant was aware to use his or her own se lection criteria to determine whether an 

individual was the best for him or her and for their help questions were presented with the 

support of models. 

The question was presented like this, among the peoples you know, identify four persons 

who are the closest and most important to you in tenns of leadership, trust, share infonnation, 

represent you, talks secrete, share material resources etc? This question was asked to five 

participants during in-depth interviews. Based on this, participants nominated their own 

members of th e networks and explained the reasons why they select them. The findings show 

that selection criteria of egos are different It wi ll present case by case as follows. 

The first participant was MM and 'Gedana' in his social status. He nominated KB, GK, 

HA, HS as the closest and most important individuals to him. His selection criteria to be the best 

and closest persons for him were those who represents him in his absence, those who 

admini strates their vill age CNafara') well, those who have the ab ility in managing traditional 

arb itrary system, who stands for his 'fam ily' meaning clan members in this context and those 

who can manage bloody conflicts between individuals as well as groups. All his alters are village 

administrators, and the researcher asked why he selected only those people? He said: 

Being Gedana in Sidama means having big responsibi lity for the well being of hi s 

community for eight years until another Gedana replaces him in the 'Luwa' cycle. 

Look, I am the leader of seventeen etlmic groups, have also the responsibility to 

manage problems that comes beyond village ' Gasho' (vill age leaders or 

representatives), and have the responsibility to show the inheritance of admini strat ing 
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of our fami ly (Afro Ethni c Group) in Hawella. So I prefer to select these people most 

impol1ant for me and my famil y (clan) than others. Because without the help of them I 

know it is di ffic ult to carry out various responsibilities given by the communi ty. 

The second pal1icipant was MA. Talking about truth, respectin g others and trust were 

major criteria for her to nominate best and closest persons for her. She said " together with these 

indi viduals we solve vari ous problems of women living in Hawell a ethni c groups. They bring 

problems to me because I am the wife of the 'Cimmeesiaa' who is from the main ethnic family, 

everyone respects me and our v ill age is th e uppermost so these persons are important for 

supporting Illy "workJ
"". 

Based on those criteri a she nominated two men and two women individuals as the closest 

and imp0l1ant to her. Among th e four individual s she nominated one indi vidual was selected 

because she serves her or the 'Kerelie ' as a messenger and shares most secrete th ings, because 

she is her neighbor. 

The third parti cipant was FA. He also nominated four individuals. Ethnic famil y, trust, 

substitute him in his position, works together to solve community problems, those who stands for 

truth and pred ict things that wi ll possibly happen in the future and pray for the community during 

drought season were some of the criteria used to identify most close indi vidual to him. 

The fourth part ici pant was DL. Helping with every aspect of life, representing him, serve 

him as a messenger, correct wrong decisions and bringing new ideas were reported to be main 

cri teria for choosing most important and closest men to him. The fifth participant was GG. This 

man was different from other participants because he has no any social status compared with 

3 Social responsibilities that comes because of her status and is not a formal work 
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other ego participants and he belongs from soc ially "Inferior" groups; or he doesn't belong to 

"Afro Family" that are, considered as th e "prominent" ethnic fami ly in Hawella Tu li a. He 

nominated four indi viduals as the closest and most imp0l1ant to him based on the following 

cri teria. The one who become model for him, leads hi m in every social aspect, retain 

infonnation, share secret, arrange 'Songo ' for solving social problems and give directi on in time 

of difficulty. 

4.4. Social Network Compositi on of the Study Part ici pants 

Under this section three major categories wi ll be presented. These are ego alter 

relat ionships of the study participants, alter-alter ties and forms of ego social networks. Different 

tables wi ll be presented for the help of demonstrating name interpreter grid of each egos or tables 

that wi ll be used to show the views of the egos for the alters; the presence and absence of 

relationships between egos and alter ti es, name interrela te tables (which show relat ionships 

among alters) and last table will present the forms of social ti es that each ego forms with alters. 

4.4.1. Ego Alter Relationships of the Study Participants 

After obtaining lists of names using name generator questions presented for the five egos, 

the researcher then asked those participants (egos) name interpreter questions. Name interpreter 

questions are questions used to know about alters by asking the egos about his/her members. 

These questions were used to obtained additional infonnation about egos' perceptions of the 

attri butes of each alters (e.g., sex, race, religion, social status, etc.) and the shared relati onships 

(e.g., frequency of contact per week, forms of social networks they have). So, name interpreter 

gri ds (tables) are prepared for each ego which helps to know the relationships of egos with alters. 
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Table 4 Name interpreter grid for Ego MM 

Ego f\ lIcr Alter Alter Alter Alter Alter Alter A ll er Frcq. of 
ID ID Gender Age Religion Elhnicit) Clan Educational Social contact 

Level Stahls Pcr week 

KB M 80 Traditional Sidama Tullo None Cimmeesiaa 1 

GK M 75 Tradit ional Sidama Finchawa None Gasho 1 

MM HA M 60 Traditional Sidama Finchawa None Gasho 1 

HS M 80 Tradit ional Sidama Hawella 4'" Gasho 1 

Source: FIeld In depth mtervlew (February 15,201 6) 

The above table contains in formation about name interpreter of ego MM. That means, 

attri butes assigned for each individual and shared relationshi ps (I ike frequency of contacts) were 

gathered from ego MM point of view during in dept h interviews. Accordingly, the last row 

indicates that alter HS is 80 years old man and have at least one contact with ego per week. 

Except one of hi s alters all have no skill s of reading and writing of any languages. All his 

alters are male and believers of tradi tional rel igions of the Sidama. He said that, even ifhe has 

homophiles relations in tenTIS of reli gion, it is not his concern for selecting close alters in hi s 

social networks. 

Spatial sell ing, alters social status, gender, native know ledge and age are al so important 

factors for the intimacy of his socia l networks. Heterogeneity in terms of residences, social status 

and age are signi ficant to him. He said that, hi s alters who are living in different villages are his 

direct representatives in settling different problems of the community; social status and age also 

important factors for the intimacy of his social networks. For him he has got advice, bless from 

elders; they are hi s role models because some of 1hem were Gedana before hi m. Therefore, 

ethni cily, age, social status and gender are hi s resources in the social networks. 
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Tn add iti on to the name interpreter matrix the composition of ego MM will be shown by 

figure I below. When we see the heterogeneity of alters which is the simi larity between alters. 

Alters have traditiona l knowledge, administrators and representati ve of their villages. They have 

direct contacts with their ego. Diversity on some attribute may be providing access to resources. 

Table 5 Name interpreter grid for Ego MA 

Ego Alter Alter Alter Alter Aller Alter Alter Alter Frcq. of 
ID ID Gender Age Rel igion Ethnicity Clun Educational Social contact 

Level Status per week 

MG M 60 Christian Sidama Hawclla None Cimmeesiaa 1 

KK M 50 Muslim Sidama Hawclla None Cimmecsiaa 1 

WG F 40 Christian Sidama Finchawa None Yebahel 2 

MA Awaki 

HE F 40 Christian Sidamu Finchawa None Yebahel 2 
Awaki 

Source: FIeld 111 depth 1I1 tervlew (February 15, 20 16) 

MA is a 'Keretie' in her social status. She is 59 years old and has traditional knowledge. 

MA is also the wife of th e 'C immeesiaa' who has got high recognition in the community. She is 

a believer of tradit ional re ligion of the Sidama and Hawella in her clan. She has a lot of socia l 

responsibilities that is related to her status. As shown in (table 5) above, MA has selected four 

alters namely MG, KK, WG and HE. All were selected based on her persona l selection criteria. 

About halfofher close alters are male and she needs them to solve societal problems wh ich can't 

be solved by her. Women in Hawella Tu li a tell their social problems to her; at that time she 

needs men in order to solve complex soc ial problems of individual s together. 

Com in g to religi on, all MA alters are not similar in their religion, one is Muslim, three 

Christian. It is heterophilous in their composition. Ego MA is a be liever of traditional reli gion 

she said that rel igion is not her selection criteria in her social networks. She gives emphasis for 
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indi viduals who have ability in traditional arbitrary system. All her alters have traditional 

knowledge which imp lies that her network prcfers th ese who are contributing good things for 

their commu nity. Her alters are socia ll y respected men who are 'Cimmeesiaa' and 'Ycbahc1 

Awaki' and living in the same village. Implies spatial near social networks have complex 

relations. She has at least one or two times contact per week with her alters. 

Table 6 Name interpreter grid for Ego FA 

Ego Alter A lter Aher Alter Alter A lter Aller Alter Social Freq. Of conlact 
ID ID gender Age Religion Ellmicity Clan Educat ional Stants per week 

Level 

M 60 Sidama Sidama Hawella 2'" Gasho 2 times 
EA Traditional 

Religion 

M 77 Christian Sidama Hawclla None Gasho 2 times days 
SW (Catholic) 

FA M 40 Christian Sidama I-I(lwc lla 7" Yencgcr 2 times 

M (Catholic) Awaki 

M 

HG M 45 Christian Sidama I-Iawclla 6'" Y eneger Day to day 
(Catholic) Awaki 

Source: Fteld tn depth tntervtcw (Fcbruary 20, 20 16) 

Ego FA is a 75 years old man and he is ' Gasho ' in his social status; and a trad itional 

Sidama religion follower. He lives in ' Hawella Tulia ' Woreda, Tullo kebele and Doolin13 

village. He has native knowledge and now administrates his vill age. He has frequent contact with 

hi s alters per week. Even ifhe has modern educali on ex perience, two of hi s preferred network 

members have ski ll of reading and writing Amharic language. So in terms of education and age 

hi s network compos ition is heterophilous. Diversity on some attri bute may be providing access 

to different information, opinions, oPPOttuniti es etc. In terms of residence all hi s alters are li ving 

on similar villages and follow the same reli gion that facilitates their frequent contact per week. 

One of his alters namely EA, is his brother and considers him as his successor in administrat ing 
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their village. Rel ationships li ke gender, religion , Woreda, social status, kebele and villages his 

alters are similar increase their trust and mutual understanding. 

Rogers (1983) defined that homophily is the degree to whi ch pairs of individuals who 

interact are similar in certain attributes, such as beliefs, education, social status, and the like but 

heterophil y is the opposite of it. I-lomophil y or heterophily of ego and alters in this research were 

explored by th e use of personal data of the egos and alters. "The importance of social networks is 

commonl y understood and highl y valued in Ethiopia and Ethiopi an culture" (Wassie Kebede, 

2006). So exploring the compositions of th ese personal networks should have the primary focus 

of community development workers. Because in these network compositions, ideas, resources, 

opportunities, decisions and influences etc arc highl y related. 

For example in the finding of the current study, social status and age is highly related. 

Qualitatively, these old age men have power in decision making, leading the 'Afin y', at 'Songo ', 

g iving advice for people. For better understanding of the compos iti ons of egos participated in 

thi s study the researcher developed table 7 below by usin g binary numbers in order to present the 

ex istence of simil arities and differences of relationships. Constant compari sons of ego matrix 

and name interpreter matrixes (tables) of each ego were used to identify the presence or absence 

of compositional relationships of egos with their members. 

Three categorical indicators were used to identify homophily or heterophily characteristics of 

egos and alters; these are attribute, location and membership based. The researcher assigned " I" 

to indicate relat ionsh ip ex ist between egos' and alters and "0" to refer the relationshi ps that don' t 

exi st between egos and alters. In Table 8 below, the researcher will show the presence or 
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absence of these networks ties of egos and alters in a single table and those bin ary 

representations wi ll not have numeric va lues in thi s research. 

Ego 
ID 

MM 

MA 

FA 

DL 

GG 

Table 7 Presences or absence of rei ali on ships bel ween Egos and Alters ties in telms of 

attribute, location and membershi p categories by using binary numbers. 

Alter Categories of Relationships 
ID Attribute Location Membership 

sex Age Religion Educat ional Woreda Kebele [Village Ethnicity Family social 
level (clan) status 

KB I 0 I I I I 0 I 0 0 

GK I 0 I I 0 0 0 I 0 0 

HA I 0 I I 0 0 0 I 0 0 

HS I 0 I 0 0 I I I I 0 

MG 0 0 0 I I I I I I 0 

KK 0 I 0 I I I I I I 0 

WG I 0 0 I I I I I 0 0 

HE I 0 0 I I I I I 0 0 

EA I 0 I 0 I I I I I I 

SW I 0 0 I I I I I I I 

MM I 0 0 0 I I I I I I 

HG I 0 0 0 I I I I I I 

Mill I 0 I I I I I I I I 

DI I 0 I 0 I I I I I I 

Gg I 0 I 0 I I I I I I 

SG I 0 I I I I I I I I 

TD I 0 0 I I I 0 I I 0 

SC I 0 I I I I 0 I I 0 

UD I I I I I I 0 I I 0 

KB I I 0 I I I 0 I I 0 

Source: The researcher field work findmgs; developed by constant compari son of egos 
and alters attributes (February IS-march 14,20 16). 

In this pali different kinds of links were distingui shed analytically and theoreticall y. 

Accordingly, in table 7 above showed that alter "HS" has ties with gender, re ligion, kebele, 

vill age, ethnicity and clan (ethn ic group); on tbe other hand, he has no ties in terms of age, 

educational level, social slatus and Woreda he resides. 
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The study finding show th at ego MM prefers to have homophiles networks with 

individuals in the same ethn icity and fa mil y (ethn ic group). He gives much emphasis for his 

' fa mil y' network ; because his fa mil y that is "Afro Famil y" is the "prcstigious" clan whi ch has a 

responsibili ty to administer the 'Luwa' system in Hawella than other clan members'. So, th is 

fa mil y network is used to share and decided important aspects in their family life as well as in 

their community because, the issues of trus t and coalitions are strong in homophiles ties. 

Additi onall y, ego MM has s imil ar ties both in a gender and a re li gious attri butes with all 

alters, and also except al ter ' HS' , all members of the network can' t read and write; they have 

expert of nalive knowledge makes lhem homophil es ties. But, ego MM has very few ti es in terms 

of location and socia l status that makes him heterophil ous. 

The major reason fo r the preference of di fferent locations of this ego networks are 

emanated from leadership and decision making reasons. Hence, ego MM is ' Gedana' in hi s 

social status and has the responsibili ty of leadi ng the 'Luwa ' system for eight years, his close ties 

with people in di fferent locations; ages and social status are signifi cant ties whi ch enables hi m to 

carry hi s responsibili ties wel l. Ego MM has ti es with different individuals in terms of age. 

Compared to him, his alters are old which is 60 years and above but he is 45 years old. 

Therefore, MM has access of obtaining fOllnal or infollllal counsel ing and advices from those 

men in order to lead the ' Luwa' system effectively. 

Attribute of alters th at th e ego connected contributed for the access of information, 

opportunities and ex posure of experiences. We may consider that relationships exist between 

some phenomenon and whether or not ego and al ters in a network share an attribute. For 

example, elders who are from 'Afro Fam ily' tend to choose network members who are also 
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member of ' Afro Family'. So, over time having a network dominated by people with particular 

views may lead to these views. 

4.4.2. Alter-Alter Relationshi ps 

The following (tab le 8) below will contain infonnation about egos' perceptions of 

presence of relati onships among alters. The first column is the assigned IDs for egos; the second 

column is the assigned IDs of alters who have ties. Selected relationships among alters w ill list 

out in rows; such as the freq uency of contact per week, means of contacts, forms of ties and 

settings for their contact w ill sort out among alters. Each egos have asked six possible 

relationships among alters. Because, an ego who ass igned four close persons in his/her personal 

networks would have six possibl e relationships among his/her alters. In this researc h, fi ve egos 

have nominated four alters for each and asked six possibl e relationships among alters. For the 

individual who tries to detect the communi cation structure many possible network links in a 

system could identify. Rogers (1983) stated with example that in a social system with 100 

members, 4,950 links are poss ible (computed by the formula N(N-l) where N is the number of 
2 

individuals in the system. The researcher could identify tota l of30 possible ways of relationships 

alllong alters of the five egos who have four alters for each. 

The research finding shows that, alters know each other. The frequency of contacts 

among alters various frolll one alter to others because of social status that alters have, the place 

they live, forms of ti es they have, social responsib ilities or participants cal led it 'work ' they 

engaged and others are the main factors for their variation. Alters who have multiple fonns of 

relations have high frequency of contacts per week. For example, alters who have both kinship 

and neighborhood ties have day to day physical contacts on the other hand, alters who knows 
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have ties and live in different vill ages have less frequent contact per week. Alters prefer Tullo 

Songo for their contacts. Because, in 'Tullo Songo' issues which are beyond ' family Songo' and 

' Ollu Song04' wi ll get so lutions at 'Tullo ' Songo which is being conducted on every Wednesday 

and Sunday unless sudden problems would happen with in the community on the other hand, 

alters who are living in vi llage prefer 'Wari session ' for their frequent contacts. 

For best understanding of relationships among alters of th e five egos who participated in 

the study for example table 8 below shows that ego MM has indicated that, his alter KB has 

rel ationships with other alters and he has two frequent physical contacts per week with alters 

whose names are GK, HA and HS . KB has 'Afro Family' ties with alters and ' family Songo ' and 

'Tu llo Songos" are his preferred places for contacting those alters. Alter-A lter tics of the two 

study participants (DL and GG) are attached in annex C. 

4 Ollu songo in Sidama literally means meeting of community members who lives in one kebele and find solutions 
which are beyond family songo or Kebele lebel meeting 
5 Tullo Songo is a place where th e Hawella Tulia ethnic groups gather and conduct traditional arbitrary system 
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Table 8 Alter-Alter relat ionships for three Egos 

Ego Alters 10 Freq. of Means of Forms of ties Sc lting 
ID Contact Contacts for Contacts 

per week 
MM KB GK Two Physical Afro Family Family Songo 

with HA Two Physical Afro Family Family Songo &Tull0 Songo 
HS Two Physical Afro Family Family 5011"0 &Tull0 Son '0 

GK HA Two Physical Afro Family Family $011"0 

with HS One Physical Afro Family Tullo SOIlIo!:O 
HA HS Two Physica l Afro Family Tul lo Songa 

KK Four Physical Social responsibility and QUu Songa & Wan session 
MA MG neighborhood 

With WG TIlfCC Physical ' Work' 'work' 

HE Once Physical 'Work ' 'work', \Vari session 
KK WG Five Physical Neighborhood 'work', Wari session 
with HE Four Physical Neighborhood work', Wari scs.~ion 

WG HE f our Physica l Neighborhood work ', Wari session 
wilh 

sIV Three Physical Neighborhood Agriculture Nafaru 5ongo. Ollu 50ngo 
FA EA & 'work' 

with MM Four Physic:II 'Work ' and kinship Na faru 50ngo, Ollu 50l1go and Wari 
session 

HG Three Physical Work', Afro Family Nafaru 50ngo, Ollu 50ngo and Wari 
!&Nei 'hborhoods session 

SIV MM Thrce Physical 'Work' Nafaru 50ngo, O!1u Songo and W:\ri 
with session 

HG Two Physical Neighborhood Nafaru Sungo, Ollu Sungo and Wari 
session 

MM HG Two PhysicOlI Religion NOlfOlI"U Songo, Ollu Songo and Wari 
"itll sess ion 

Source: Fmdmgs dunng fie ld work (February 15-March 1420 16) 

4.4.3. Forms of Egos Social Networks 

Finding in this research indicates that, the forms of social networks that the selected egos' 

have created with his/her four selected alters can be summ ari zed as clan(tribe), kinship (those 

who have blood relationships), neighbors, social status (work related because of their social 

status) and responsibility fO lU1 of social networks. In addition, multiple kinds of social networks 

were explored during the fi eld work. These include religious and fri endship, social status and 

gender relationships, neighborhoods, kinship and 'work' etc fonns of social networks. 

Ego MM prefen ed to choose his form s of soc ial networks related to responsibility form 

of relat ionships. As the name interpreter matrix of thi s man in table 5 specified, hi s alters are 
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representative of different villages and responsible to admini ster their vi ll ages too; they are from 

the same 'Afro family ' "prestigious". Those alters are "primary" members of the 'Luwa system ' 

which leads by the 'Gedana ' (ego MM). Therefore, MM networks are categorized under social 

responsibility. 

For case ego MA, her social networks fonns are categorized under neighborhood and 

social responsibility or they call it "work". She has a "work" forms networks with four of her 

alters, and the three alters are also her neighbors. Through "work" fonn of network she 

accomplishes social responsibility tasks in her community related to her soc ial status as 

'Keretie'. But neighborhood form of socia l network has multi fu nct ional forms for her in the 

community. All her network members willingly accepting her order to do some work, respect her 

advice, follow and work cooperatively with her. 

For FA, his form of social networks with four of his alters were categorized as kinship, 

neighborhood and "work". All his al ters are fou nd in the same vi ll age, perform their social tasks 

together; and except, one alter all are blood relationship network forms. DL has s imilar forms of 

social networks with FA. But, ego GG preferred to select his four forms of social networks as 

"work" form of social networks. The main reason to select hi s alters was from the point of 

rellecting his ideas, views and interests in 'Songo' meeting at 'Tullo Songo' and this types of 

soc ial ties is called "cognitive" (BOI·gatti, Mehra, Brass & Labianca, 2009). 
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Table 9 Forms of socia l ties of Egos and Alters (" I" refers presence of relat ions "0" 

implies no relations) 

Ego !Alters Forms of Social Ties 
lD lD 

Clan Kinship Neighborhood Work! More than one 
~ocia l roles/ /multiple/ 

KB 0 0 0 I 0 

GK 0 0 0 I 0 
MM HA 0 0 0 I 0 

HS I 0 0 I 0 

MG I 0 0 I 0 

MA KK I 0 0 I 0 

WG 0 0 0 I 0 

HE 0 0 0 I 0 

EA 1 I I I I 

FA SW I 0 I I I 

MM I 0 I I I 

HG I 0 I I I 

Mm I I I I I 

DL Dl I I 1 I I 

Gg I I 1 I I 

SG I I I I I 

GG TD I 0 0 I 0 

SC I 0 0 I 0 

UD I 0 0 I 0 

KB I 0 0 I 0 

Source: Field work find mgs summanzed by the researcher 

4.5. Stmctures of Selected Egos Soc ial Networks 

Under this section stmctural analysis of the egos social networks wi ll be summarized 

under the categories of egos position (central ity), ego alters tie characteristics, and alter-alter tie 

characteristics. Such compositional categories of socia l networks also help to exp lore structural 

components of the ego socia l networks that are; strength of ego alters ties, density and stmctural 

holes. The researcher developed diagrams together with the research participants through 

participatory mapping technique; whi ch will be used to visualize the social networks stmcture of 
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egos. Before presentin g the findings on strllctllralnetwork s, it gives meaning to present the 

impli cati ons of structural components on the day to day lives of the pal1i cipants. 
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The first concept in the analysis of network stmcture in this research is position 

(cen trality). As Freeman (2000) states, the on ly meaningfu l central ity indicator to describe egos 

position in the ego networks are betweeness. Betweeness is " the extent to whi ch an actor is 

between all other actors withi n the network. If an actor is between two other actors then it 

foll ows that there is not a direct connection between alters on the path connecting them" (Everett 

& Borgalti, 2005). 

Positi ons are sources and pleasures from exercising contro l, access to use the ex isting 

opportuni ties, serve as a gate keepers and persons as well as resources flow through network 

positions (Wellman, n. d). These socia lly accepted positions have chan ce to express and impose 

their interests and ideas in their members. 

The second focus of understanding ego alter ti es in this part give emphasis to the 

multipliciti es of ego alter ties; meaning that, ties consist of multiple forms of relationships, are 

impOltant impli cation to access the strength of ego alters ties in the social networks. Example, 

Fami ly and work, fami ly and social responsibi lity, neighborhood and fami ly, soc ial status and 

clan ties etc are good impli cation of strength of networks in this finding. 

Granovetter (19 83) defi ned, the strength of ti es as "a combination of the amount of time, 

emotional intensity, the intimacy (mutual confiding), and the reciprocal services which 

characterizes the tie". Homophi1y, the extent whi ch alters and ego resemble each other also help 

to understand the network stmcture. 
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The third point will fo cus on alter- alter ties attributes. Network density is the most 

widely used indicator of network structure. It helps to explore the strength of connections among 

members in a net-work. It refers to the propOltion of links present relative to those possible. 

Dense and closed connections typically contain less diverse contacts (Granovetter, 1983) and 

Density indicates the availabi lity of social support and the potential strength of nonmative 

pressures towards compliance by indicating the capacity of alters to collectively influence an ego 

(Granovetter, 1973). The denser the network is, the larger the emotional and social support 

among actors in a network and vice versa. 

Additionally, structure of the networks helps to explore structu ral holes; that is, if an 

actor is connecting two other actors that arc not con nected to each other and are therefore 

assumed to be different (BUll, 1992). The research asked questions like thi s, from the four 

persons you identified more closely to you; is anyone tells primary source of infomlation for 

you? Why hel she become the primaty source of information for you? This question was used to 

identify structural holes in the network of thi s finding. 

4 .5. 1. Social Netwo rks Structure of Ego MM 

The finding in this research show that, ego MM has strong connecti ons with four of his 

alters. Figure I below demonstrates that alters have connected directly with the ego MM, these 

direct path of contact is one indicator of strong contact with him. Resources such as information, 

deci sion making, socio economic support, etc flows from both sides. 

Ego MM is the front leader of'Luwa system' because of hi s social status and 

responsibilities has given from the 'Luwa' members to admi ni ster the system for eight years. He 

sa id that, he needs information from all hi s alters as a report before meeting at 'Tu llo Songo' and 
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also hi s alters received order, advice, social agendas etc direct ly from him . Therefore, his 

personal characteristics, especiall y hi s social position, two ways of contacts he makes with alters 

in the networks are good indicator of hi s prom inence in the social networks. He has the potential 

power of reflecting, convincing, changi ng and stand ing for his as well as the community interests 

in the social network. 

Alter KB has the most centra l person next to the ego MM in this network. He is old, expert of 

tradi ti onal knowledge and primaril y achieved the status of ' Cimmeesiaa' among others alters 

(see name interpreter Table 5) and has a chance of imposing hi s views on MM as well as alters. 

Even ifMM has strong ties with each alter, he could not be th e on ly central person to now 

resources/informati on through him. Because each alters can access resources or communicate 

directly with others by themselves. On ly GK and HS requires the help ofMM, HA or KB to 

communicate each other. 

Tn this part ego-alter ties attributes ofMM were identify strength of ties in the structure of 

his social networks. There fore, multipl e types of relationsh ips between ego and alters, emot ional 

intensity, time spent interaction and the extent to whi ch alter and ego is homophi les each other 

were used as qua li tative indicator of ties of ego social networks. 

Different forms of relationships bctween ego and alters were specifi ed by semi structured 

guide lines. Multiple fonns of relationships is imp0l1ant to assess the strength of ego alter ties. 

For example, the forms of relationships of ego MM indicates that he has at least dual fonn of 

relationships with hi s alters like having sense of belongi ng ness as member of 'Afro Family' and 

responsibility form of relat ionshi ps. These two forms of relationshi ps have their own 
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advantageous and responsibilities produced both for the egos and his alters as explained under 

the theme of advantageous and disadvantageous of networks 

Figure I Social networks structure of Ego MM with four of his close Alters 
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Source: Developed with Ego MM during the field work on February 15,2016. 

4.5.2. Social Networks Structure of Ego MA 

Figure 2 Social network structure of Ego MA with four of her close Alters 
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Tf we look at networks structure ofMA (figure 2) above, the four alters are conn ected to 

each other. MA can reach the four alters by reaching anyone of them; the network is dense; thi s 

implies how much she has access to information from many directions. Figure 2 above shows 

that members of the social network can communicate each other. But what makes MA influential 

than others is, new information frolll members and decision making programs has primarily 

reported to her, her social position (status) makes her to be more respected than others. Spatially, 

'Nafara ' (village) 'Songo' meeting conduct around her village. 

When we observe her ti es with alters, she has nei ghborhood and social responsibili ty or 

they call it "work" form s of social ties. She said that, they have informal contacts with alters. 

They are strongly connected because multiple fDlms of relationships are one implication of 

strong ties. Two ofher alters are women and two are men. She said that, alter WG is important 

in her network. She said, "She is 'young' and I prefer her to give instructions to do job, 

especially, she is my messenger" What makes her soc ial networks different from ego MM is that 

three of her social networks are spatially in the same village and women are parts of her primary 

networks and neighborhood forms of social networks are preferable for her. 

The researcher ask cd her from whom that MA receive new information, idea and other? 

This question was used in order to identify structural hole of her networks. She said that, alter 

MG. Because MG knows many ethnic groups, have contact with T immeesiaa' found in other 

Woreda and he knows issues at country level. Thi s impli es that he is hi ghly central person next 

to her. He has many experiences for solving social prob lems and has acceptance at community 

level and village representative. 

4.5.3. Social Networks Structure of Ego GG 
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Ego GG is 75 years old man who lives in Tullo kebele Hajesa village. He has no social 

status. The researcher included this person in the study in order to explore social networks of 

some individuals who have no social status in the community. Surprisingly, his alters are 

connected without the help of ego GG (figure 3) below. Their social network is directional. Ego 

GG goes to his alters in search of material, information and other resources. In this case ego 

GG's social position helps him moves freely to every one of his alters. He said "I go to these 

people; to get advice, give new information that could be one agenda at ' Songo ' meeting, ask 

information from them, and take message". His alters don't need his help to access others. This 

shows that his Position (centrality) in the network has a weak role for him. His alter TD is the 

central person in the social network. Members go to TD; they need his ideas, views, directions 

and decisions. He is influential in the social network system. Both UD and KB strongly tied. 

Their relation is two ways. Their source of information, resources and other access flows are 

from both directions and they are close to each other. Both are similar religion followers, 

'Cimmeesiaa' in social status and they are similar in their demographic characteristics. 

Figure 3 Social network structure of Ego GG with four of his close Alters 
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The semi structured question that explored the forms of relationshi ps the Ego has wi th hi s 

alters was asked for GG and he said, " I don ' t have any fo rms of relationships with them. But 

these persons are good to express my thought at 'Songo' meeting". This is a fOIl11 of social 

relationships which can be categorized as "cognitive" form of relat ionshi ps. 

4.6. Means of Communication for Egos Social Networks 

Under this section modes of communication, frequency of contact per week and settings 

for their contact were identified. The fi nding in thi s research indicated that using loyal 

messengers, 'Songo' meeting, and informally seeking in format ion by asking anyone at any place 

by sayi ng "Toto Ma 'a Hasabin;" in Sidamigna language whi ch li tera lly means what is new?, 

what was talked? , are common modes of communication for all participants with four alters as 

well as others members of th e community. 

'Wari selling' and 'Nafara' (village) Songo at neighborhood level and 'Tull o Songo ' at 

community level are the most commonly used places help for contact. Accordingly, ' Wari 

setting' is preferable for indi viduals who are physicall y close an d neighbors. 'Tullo Songo' is 

preferable for those who are far spatially. 

The frequencies of contact per week were varying from one case to the other. These 

differences occur because of physical distances, intimacy levels between individuals, unintended 

issues that happen in the community and other personal matters. Apm1 from these, an ego who 

has multipl e forms of soc ial networks has much frequent con tacts has than others, such as ego's 

who have neighborhood, kinship and "work" kinds of networks who has access for frequent 

contacts from all setti ngs. 



CONTRlBUTION OF EGO SOCIAL NETWORKS ... 70 

Wednesday and Sunday are the two most preferred days for all networks to make contact 

with their alter at 'Tullo Songo'; once per week on Friday at market pales (day), one day per 

week at vill age level meeting (Nafara Songo), ' Wari setting' at one of the elders hOllse in every 

evenin g time, and through messengers for urgent issues at any time. All these are means to 

contact alters frequent ly at any time per week with in the community. 

Only ego FA has cell phone contacts with hi s alter EA; they have kinship and 

neighborhood fom,s of networks. Others don ' t lise cell phones, because they believe that cell 

phone may di stort exact information, paves the way for layer, against their tradition, and can't 

assure the tnlthfulness of information. 

The Gedana said "I can identi fy truth by observing the eyes of the messenger; I don't 

receive any information through cell phone even from my children because it doesn' t represent 

our communication culture, why do 1 prefer it? 1 can use messengers like our grand fathers do" . 

Here below show in short. 
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Tab le 10 Frequencies of egos and alters contact per week, modes of communication and 

setting: represent by using binary numbers where as I represents ex istence of 

relationships and 0 represents absence of relationships. 

Ego Alters freq. of 
-.,.....-_. 

Modes of Settin g for Contact 
ID 

ID ontact Co mmunication 

per week Physical Messenger Other Wari 'Tullo Songo ' (on Vi llage At 

Session I Wednesday and Songo Any 

Sunday) where 
----

i\'IM KB 0" 0 0 I 0 

GK One 
~I-

0 I 

J A One I o 0 I 0 

HS ooc -'""] o 0 I 0 

MA MG Two 0 0 0 0 

KK Two 0 0 0 0 

\VG Two 0 0 0 0 

HE 0" 0 0 0 0 

FA l EA Two ~ 'l\.lobi1c r 0 

SW Two 0 0 I I 

MM Two 0 0 

I HG Seven 0 0 0 

DL Mm Seven 0 0 0 

DI Seven 0 0 0 

Gg Seven 0 0 0 

c--sc; Seven I 0 
I 0 0 

GG T~-J One 0 

Po E 0 
I sc" One 0 0 t: 0 I 

UD ooc 0 0 r0- O 

J KB ooc I 0 0 1 0 I 0 

Source: Data from the field work conducted from Febntary 15 to March 14,20 16. 

4 .7. Functions of Ego Social Networks 

Under this section major social , economical, cul tura l and environmental activates being 

done w ithin the community as the result of the presence of ego networks wi ll be di scussed in 

detail. Pertinent questions such as "what functi ons do the relationships you established w ith the 
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four persons closer to you play in the commu ni ty?" were asked in order to exami ne major 

functions of ego networks. 
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The finding show, participants socia l networks have been used to perform different tasks 

within the community. Among these tasks include preserving thei r own cu ltures and transfer to 

the young generation, 'syra ' or conspire, that is by acting together for horrible activities against 

their norm or rules, environmental security, and economic support and to build ethi cal 

generations that is all members of the community advices and protect youth from doi ng unethical 

issues are the major ones reflected during interviews. 

Cultural functions of social networks 

When we see the function of ego networks created in a cu ltural perspective, cu ltural 

house building activi ti es, traditional arbitration system, conciliation activit ies at 'Tu llo Songo' , 

' fiche' ceremonies, and ' Luwa' system were major activit ies performed using social networks 

that participants mentioned during the in depth interviews. 

MM was the first participant selected as an ego. He is 'Gedana' in hi s social status. He 

said, identify exact candidates fo r 'Gedana ' in the pre election of ' Luwa ' ceremony, giving 

directions in the 'Luwa ', transferring and teaching the exact features of 'Luwa ' system for new 

generation are some of the cultural functions that he does by using his social networks. 

He used his socia l networks to discuss who could be recruited and be heir to his position 

for the next 'Luwa' system. He said any male can ' t be 'Gedana' unl ess, he pass certain cu ltural 

criteria like physical length, eye, full hair on head, free from any di sabi lity, be from the family 

of honored ethni c group, brave that could be expressed by killing the clans enemy and anointed 
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the blood of enemy. Therefore, those selection criteria require time and planned di scussion with 

those people before all members of the ' Luwa' know who is go ing to be the heir. 

MM was the on ly female parti cipant selected as an ego in the study. She said that her 

relationships with these people help to conduct the ' fi che' and traditional arbitrary system of her 

vi llage (Nafara). She exp lained that after the day of fiche determined by the elders who practice 

as trology, people prepare to celebrate it in various ways; among many feamres of the 

celebrations ' cultural meal' is one. During the night of the ' holy day' or ' fich e' , people of the 

village gather around in one of the village 's elders house and have 'cultural mea l' together. 

Hence, she is the wife of the respected man (,Cimmeesiaa') in the vi llage, she is expected to 

organi ze and test how delicious the meal, is her prime responsibility. Before she assured the test 

of the food and order to eat, no one will start feeding. She summari zed that her networks is very 

significant to carry out such duties confiden tl y. Additi onally, her social network relationships 

pl ay active roles in traditional arbitrati on system. She said : 

All women living in Hawella ethni c group came with me, notify their problems, and need 

sol utions. r have no any leisure time fo r my famil y and work; sometim cs no time to eat 

my lunch. Nevertheless, I try to so lve problems based on their level of difficulty. 

Complex problems are solved on Sunday 'Songo' together with these people [her alters] 

and other members of the community. MG and KK are two of her alters that are actively 

parti cipating in bringing solutions to difficult problems in the traditional arbitration 

system. 

FA was the third participant selec ted as ego and 'Gasho' in his social status. Similarly as 

the above participants he used hi s social networks in doing cultural activities. He said that social 
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networks help to preserve their cul ture. Ifpeople deny do in g evil s in front of traditional 

arbitration systems and other soc ial in tcractions, they uscd their networks to curse by cultural 

words as follows "Ye Amlu tejoeh Syra Yeyazehe" which are (Ga'de, Ga'maso, Da le, womye), 

that are the four Hawell a ethnic families ; again if, he continued to deny doing his evil , additional 

curse would be sentence as follows "Ye Sebalu Wooyo Yeyazeh" that is additional ethnic family 

of Hawella. If the individual doesn ' t apologize aft er these two curses, they will outcaste him 

from any commun ity interaction . 

Therefore, all the above processes are conducted and ma intained by the dec ision of these 

networks in the community. He sa id that these networks are important to identify truth , build 

trust, make right dccision and mainta in their cu ltural value in the community before such 

decisions are made. EA was one alter of FA, for him social networks has given the opportunity 

to improve their culture. He said: 

We used our social networks to create awareness about our cul ture for others and carry 

out cu ltural activities in our community by being model fo r others. If members of one 

vi llage celebrate cultural activiti es like ' fi che' and ' Luwa system' with due, others wi ll 

fo llow their footstep to celebrate bettcr than others. So our relati ons help us to discuss 

ceremoni al cycle to be foll owed, programs to be included and improved in the time of our 

tum and become model for others. For example, we stali inviting youth in the 'Luwa' 

system that helps the young generation to follow and in ternalize our cul ture. Previously, 

none 'Cimmeesiaa' members of the community like youn g didn't allow attaining in the 

'Tull o Songo ' after we dec ided to include youths others fo ll ow too. 

Economic Roles of Socia l Networks 



CONTRIBUTION OF EGO SOCIAL NETWORKS ... 75 

There are economic activities doing being performed using social networks of the ego. 

According to find ings of thi s study, cooperatively working, 'shalla ", helping th e 

disadvantageous, compensation and 'wij o " are the major ones that study parti cipants' confirmed 

as major economic ac tivities that maintain social ties together. 

For FA, what economic fun ctions do the relat ionships have given to him was learning 

techniques of how to be a productive fanner, save hi s labor by working together with other 

' Debo" (,de') and 'Shall a'. He said that they work in group to accomplish agricultural works. In 

summer agri cultural works are accomplished by organi zing themselves from five to ten people 

call ed 'dc' in Sidama. They start work from the elder's fa rm and a vicious circle wi ll apply for 

others. Working together also pave the way to share th ei r knowledge of farming. 

Addit ionally, hi s networks enables him to benefit from the system called ' shal la' in the 

community; that is elders could select what they like and order preferable individuals to them for 

carry out their farm activities voluntarily and say a word "Attye Shamelie" in Sidamigna 

language meaning T like you so do my farm work. Primari ly thi s system works through 

relati onships and this order viewed as way of showing respect for selected individuals because of 

thi s, individua ls accept the order voluntaril y and in respect way. He prefers to select indi viduals 

having close relationships with him gives confid en t in being doing hi s farm like him. This 

method of engagement in economic activities also works for the Ego MM and alter Mm too. 

For KK, social networks help members to do many works in the community. For 

instance, they together plow the fann of woman who lost her husband in death and for poor 

indi vidual who have no means to plow his/her farm like, oxen. Everyone who has good 

6 literal ly means I like you so do my work. 
7 'Yekibye ekub' literally means women collect butter and divide in phase 
8 means working agricultural tasks together by round 
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relationships will bring inset and coffee plants from their own farm and plant on the women or 

poor people's farm. Through this technique they assist people in their community. In addition, 

house will built together for women who have no ch ildren. 

Similarly, Ego GG said social networks help in doing various economic tasks in the 

community. He said, "We announce people to help the ills and helpless individuals at 'Songo' 

meeting and inform to others who don 't attain in the 'Songo', oblige robbers and cheaters to 

return the property of others as compensation". 

For MA, her social relationships related to doing economic benefits in the vi llage 

illustrated as follow. She said, 'Wijo' is a good example to reveal the economic benefit of their 

social networks. The researcher asked her the meaning of 'Wijo' and how it is related to their 

socia l networks. She thought that 'Wijo' is 'Ekube' with butter. Women who have milking cows 

collect butter together once a week and take it in round. And the one who takes the col lected 

butter sells it and makes money and suppol1 their husbands. Through this cultural method they 

improve their economic capacity. But all women in the community don't participate in the 

'Wijo ' unless, they have milking cows, strong to contribute butter weekly and have good social 

relations with community members. She added her point that "today everyone goes and sell 

butter alone. Thi s interest comes from their loose relationships with their neighbors. I don 't think 

that 'Wijo' works in the future generation because of many reasons. Because nowaday's only a 

few women is applying it". 

Social roles of Social networks 

The researcher asked study participants what functions do your relationships in the 

community in terms of socia l aspects. Study finding shows that, develop the culture of 
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supporting others, giving advice to children and youth who misbehaves, solve social problems 

through traditional arbitrary system oftlle Sidama, bring solutions for socially outcaste 

individuals by conci liation and building cultural hut together and others are the major ones 

reflected in the responses. Surprisingly, all pal1icipants explained the roles of community social 

networks to control ethically bad activities in the community. And their way of social control 

have got a legal acceptance, written in paper and supported by legal ground with the help of 

woreda and zone experts and the researcher wrote what the Gedana said, during the interview 

about the issue. He stated that: 

The Hawella clan or ethnic group declares customary laws at ' Song' that, a person who 

insults his parents (mother or father) will pay 1000 birr; if the parents do not implement the 

words of these decision, again parents force to pay 3000 birr; if they continue not 

implement it, 'syra' (conciliation) will declare in order to outcast them from any relations 

in th e community including from being member of 'Edirs''. All these and other customary 

laws got acceptance by government body; which helps to strengthen the power of social 

network functions in the community is one good example. 

For case FA, he views social functions of networks relations from the perspective of 

building good generations and develops social accountability in the community. He said that, 

they give advice for chi ldren. Elder advice every chi ld as they do for their child too and in order 

to respect their parents and keep their culture. These practices help to develop social 

accountabi lity in building generations. 

9 1t is traditional institution which uses to collaborate and support in funera l ceremonies. 
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HA views functions of his social networks do in the community is different from what 

other participants respond. He said that, it is use ful to forecast the destination offun,,·e life ofa 

man. During the death offamily members they predict when the dead body will buried. Hence, 

they believe if the dead body didn ' t buried in the right day, another problem wou ld face the 

family; therefore, their network hel ps to get advice in order to predict and know the right days 

which help to defend another social crises in the family. Similarl y, this prediction appl ies before 

a marriage program decided. 

Ego MM said that their social networks do many activities wh ich contribute for 

co mmuniti es' soc ialli fc. He blesses people to have a child. He told that "people who don't have 

child come to me and obtain blesses to have a chi ld and additionally we pray to God to give rain 

in time of drought season". 

They bring solutions for socially out casted persons by Tullo meeting. All these 

contributions are poss ible directly or indirectly by their networks in the community. They 

inherent these knowledge's directly from their grand family networks and commun ity members. 

Socially out casted individuals reunified by convincing the elders alone through using their 

rclations before presenting the conciliation in Tullo meeting. 

Ego MA responds that, their network is signi fi cant mainly during funeral time. She leads 

the funeral activity by leading the ceremony as principal during the time of express ing their 

grievances. And also neighbors bring food in an organized way whi ch is lead by 'Keretie'. 

She said tbat , social networks help to negotiate the quarrel between husband and wife. 

First women come to ego MA and report what the ir husbands has done, after that MA se nds a 



CONTRIBUTION OF EGO SOCIAL NETWORKS .. . 79 

messenger to their husbands and ask to settle th e issue together with her alters (MG,KK,WG and 

HE) ; and together help her bring solutions to the problems at hand . 

Social Networks for local security and its role for Environmental Protection 

Ego FA explained the function of his relationships in related to keeping their 

envi ronment secured. I-Ie told that one of the main objectives of ' Songo' meeting at Tullo which 

is conducted on Wednesday and Sunday is related to envirorunental security. He explained that, 

at the beginning of the ' Songo' they start by saying the Sidama phrase "Tny Lama/a Mye 

Ka/aqami" literally means what happened in thi s week? Or "Didiwo Myna" means what is new 

in this week. They use these words to set agendas for di scuss ion on the 'Sal/go'. Individuals 

who do not attained 'Songo' ask other individuals who attain '"Songo''' at anywhere by saying 

"Toto Maa Hasabini" whi ch literally means, what did you talk at 'Songo '? Additionall y, social 

network help to prevent deforestation. Ego FA said that, previously members of community 

didn ' t cut trees but now days it is diffi cult to find big trees in their vi llage. This is the because of 

poor awareness. They create awareness by using indigenous proverbs of the Sidama people 

saying "Gobaty Baano Dal1chi Haqa Ety Gudye Baano" which literally means an Elephant that 

departs from its place will eat the stems of trees. 

4.8. Advantageous and Challenges of Egos Social Networks 

In thi s part the researcher categori zed different responses of sntdy participants reported 

during in-depth interviews as advantageous, opportuniti es, challenges and responsibilities that 

they faced associated to their close social networks in the community. The advantageous and 

challenges that each parti cipant reported were identitied based on their ex periences and views. 
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The biggest advantageous that partic ipants obtained with their rel ationshi ps were social 

respect, knowledge sharing, helping each other, security and so lving social prob lems. On th e 

other hand, opposition of ideas in time oftradit ional arbitrary system was rcported as a challenge 

by all study participants. Thi s is because these networks used to solve, decide and find so lutions 

for all problems that happen in their community. 

Ego MM explained that, relations are their own advantageous. He obtains socia l respect 

from the people. He said that, he di scusses social issues with his alters and acq uire advices. 

These advices and di scuss ions help him to pass ri ght judgmcnt on social cris is that happen in the 

community. This makes the people happy and show respect for him; at this time hi s psyche gets 

rest and is happy. He said "when peop le see me, they call ' Gedana' is coming! And invite me to 

have a chair, give water e. t. c and show their respect. Nothing is greater than thi s ! For me" He 

also sa id that, people bring honey ('Malaka '), and shorts ('Syma') after he blesses them to get 

what they wanted through his pray. For example, if women get a son they bring gift for him. 

On the contrary to the above, he said that people blame him for wrong done by alters as 

well as he himself. In addit ion to this, sometimes opposition of ideas has happened between 

them. Even if 'Afiny' is applied to make deci sions democratic . 'A finy' is Sidam igna word which 

literally means do you li sten to or "f!uy:rU' Ul.e ?" in Amharic language; th is is a cultural 

system of saying by 'Gedana' or 'C immeesiaa' in order to open conversations fo r the aud ience to 

find truth (' Halalie') in trad itional arbitrary system ofS idama. It is directly associated with 

participatory decis ions making and justi ce in every aspects of the community. Therefore, it is a 

big chall enge for the 'Gedana ' and at th e same time big responsibility to find truth and pass right 

deci sions by balancing what hi s alters told to him. 
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According to ego MA, her social network helps to assure security in her neighbors, 

increase her social commitment, solve individual problem and creates chance to learn from 

others. She stated, "I have leamed techniques of so lving societal problem in different dimensions 

and obtain new ideas, develop patience and way of understanding others thought can be seen as 

benefits gained because of my socia l network". 

On the other hand, she explained her responsibilities pending to her social networks as 

follows: these are the responsibility of social accountability like organizing the ceremony of 

'fiche' and advising others in time of trouble and shortage of time to her own work are some of 

the challenges. 

Social relationships have to ob li ge to work for others, solve the qualTei bctween husbands 

and wives, advice others to do positive things in their community and blame by the fault of 

others (EA). He said that, one of his neighbor wife show sense of superiority on her husband 

because he is physically impaired. J have responsible to advise his wife in order to respect her 

husband. Alter EA also helps this man in agricu ltural work; he asks by the culture of saying 

"Attye Shamelie ". He also explains that, when youth abduct girl s, we are responsible to go to the 

girl's family in order to tell what happen to their daughter and request to find solutions. 

Taking the ill (0 health centers, anive quickly when individual are in trouble, give advice 

to children, look after cattle together and help others at fanTI work are some of the 

responsibilities he perform because of hi s social networks (KK). He also explained the 

advantageous he gain in his social relations; learning new things and gaining advices, bOITow 

money when he faced unexpected problems, help in building his house and other reciprocal 

responses are common advantageous he gain. 
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Ego HA views hi s social networks mostly from its advantage; he ex plained that, they are 

from Afro family (supper ethni c group in Hawell a Tulia) so, they have big respons ibility of 

ad ministrating the community well ; hav ing thi s, hi s network is imp0l1ant to decide the direction 

of admini strating the people and determine all required things in Gedana system, sharing 

information , deve loping knowledge of detectin g truth in tradi tional arbitrary system and forecast 

days for marriage as well as funeral act iviti es. 
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5. DISCUSSIONS 

The data presented in chapter fou r will be discuss in li ght of the conceptual frame works, 

relevant social network theory explanations and research questions rai sed in the previolls 

chapters. Signifi cance of homophil y and heterophily compositions of egos characteristi cs and 

their rol es for community development; positions of egos, density of social networks, strength of 

ties, stmctural holes and their roles for community development were components of egos social 

network stmctures and fu nctions of social network s are discussed. 

Discuss ing social networks sel ection criteria of people in the community are essential for 

community development workers in understanding reasons preferred by community members in 

their social networks and help to identify characteri stics of opinion leaders who have 

acknowledged in the community. 

The study findings show that performance of social roles with in the community was the 

common selection cri teria preferred by participants ' in the social networks. Social roles in th is 

context means active participation in the traditional arbitrary system of the commun ity such as, 

carrying the responsibi lity to stop bloody conflicts among people, atta in in 'Songo' to solve 

soc ial problems, representi ng his or her villages at 'Songo', leadi ng and managing family 

members and these indicated that people gave much emphasis for community security and 

so lidarity. These fi ndings support what (Rogers, 1983) states that asking the network members to 

whom they go for advice and infOlmation is helpfu l to identify opinion leaders with in the 

networks. 

Se lection criteria of egos show differences in age, gender and soc ial status in the current 

study findings. The 'Gedana' prefers to select representat ive of different villages and members of 
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the 'Luwa' system were crucial in hi s social networks. These, selecti on criteri a were related to 

social responsibi lity or "work forms of ti cs". Selected alters were from di fferent vill ages, 

representati ves and get keepers for their vi llages through them, egos decodes and encodes 

information from different vi ll ages and to different vill ages. Another case reported that being 

models, arranging' Songo ', standing for the benefit of communities were the preferred network 

selection criteri a by soc ially untitl ed study participants. Hence, these kinds of cases have not yet 

socially entitled in the community by different reasons, use their socia l networks in order to 

learn, get advices, and reveal hi s interest for op inion leaders. 

Giving respect for members of the commun ity, clan fa mi ly and trust were the preferred 

criteria for the cases with the status of 'Keretie', 'Cimmeesiaa' and 'Gasho '. These socially 

entitled individuals are responsible in so lvin g common prob lems at different levels of the 

'Songo' (Tullo Songo, Ollu Songo, Nafara Songo, fami ly Songo). Network members transfer 

in fonnation , pass decisions, and serve commun ities. These findings support what OeJordy and 

Halgin (2008) states that, ego networks are source of in fonnation, access to resources, sense 

making, normati ve pressure and influence. 

Gender homophily was reflected in the social networks of the egos. Gender homophily in 

this context is related to socia l roles or 'work ' forms of tics with in the communi ty. Men are the 

primary player in tradition al arbitrary system of the communi ty and other social rol es when 

compared wi th women in the community. 

Age homophi ly was less in the egos social networks. In some case there is at least 14 

years age difference with alters . The status to be 'Gedana ' and age doesn' t have any relationsh ips 

in thi s soc ial network. The ' Gedana' has its own selection criteria beyond age but, age and the 
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status of ' C immeesiaa' have direct relationsh ips. Th is impli es that these 'Ci mmeesiaa' had 

passed through the 'Luwa' system and serve communiti es for long years in order to achi eve the 

social status of 'Cimmeesiaa ' or to be "effective elder in the community". The 'Cimmeesiaa' 

have consulting roles for other members of the community. Age heterophi lous is important 

sources of socio cul tural experiences that elders have in the community. This finding supports 

th e social resource theory, which premise is that based on the resources an ego can access 

through relati onships wi th different kinds of alters (Lin, 1982). Relationships with different alters 

in temlS of social network compositi ons or structures are sources of non redundant in formation, 

material and social supports. Age hom ophil y has no any relati onships with the status of 'Keretie' 

and for sociall y untitl ed participants. The socia l status of 'Keretie' is related to thc social status . 

of her husband and her social roles with in the conununity while, fo r the social ly unti tled 

individuals, age and hi s socia l status has no any relationships. This implies th at there are groups 

of the communities who considered as "socially inferior" and can' t get the social status eas ily. 

Homophile is visible between social statuses of egos and members of' A fro fami ly'. 

Reli gious homoph ily and fam il y forms of social networks, rel igious heterophi ly and 

neighborhood forms of social ti es are strongly related. This is because in these cases 

neighborhood forms of social ti es and socia l roles gave strong emphasis for the forms of social 

ties compared with other fOlm s of ti es. 

Hi gh leve ls ofhomophi lity ind icate greater simi larities between the egos and aiter, which 

means they are more likely to get access to in fonnation that is not new in content, fac ilitate 

indi vidual social interactions and diffusion of innovation and behaviors. Educational level and 

social status has no relationshi ps. Egos soc ial statuses is achieved not because of the level of 
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modern education they achieved rather being the expert of native knowledge, social acceptances, 

fam il y back ground and social roles have homophilis relat ionships with social status. 

Neighborhoods fonllS of relationships are detennined by geographical spaccs. Those egos 

that have closer in geographic locati on have many frequent contacts per week. In this finding, 

Egos have no relationships in terms of village they live. Th is implies that geographic space 

detellnines frequency contacts of social networks members per week. Findings of the current 

study show that sending loyal messengers and physical contacts at 'Tull o Songo' on Wednesday 

and Sunday are the most suitable means of commu ni cations and si tes for geographically far 

social network members. 

New information, indicators of strong contacts and inter connection of alters are 

di scussed in structural components. Wassie Kebede (2009) stated that "In socia l network 

stmcture analysis the goal is to describe how an actor influences or controls the flow of 

information within the network system". In thi s case, th e CUlTent study is not exceptional. 

Opinion leaders in the community can be engaged to provide feedback, identi fy priorities 

and opportunities, establish positi ons on issues and approaches, and plan strategies for 

intervention. Social networks represent prominent groups of citizen in any community 

development planning initi atives (Hatcher & Nicola, 2008). 

Findings show that egos ways of influencing and controlling infOImation in the social 

networks were varied among cases. Findings from cases implies that egos level of influence 

depends on th e kinds of personaliti es that a person have in th e community, the social status 

people achieved and other personality characteristics that expected to achi eve in the community 

are important thin gs to influence ot hers in the structure of egos social networks. Passy (2003) 
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explained that structural constraints, influences and individual freedom are closely interwoven in the 

cultural dimension of soc ial interactions. Positiona l influences and concerns were related to the 

'Luwa system' for men and 'Keretie' influence is hi ghl y reflected to the ce lebrations of 'fiche', 

so lving women related problems and funeral ceremonies of community members. 

Social capital theories argue that social relati onships add trust, material and emotional 

support and other social and cultural value to actors in social networks by all owing them to 

obtain the resources embedded in such relationships for their ac tions (BoUl'd ieu, 1986) . In case of 

'Cimmees iaa' that is effic ient elders, whole rounded personal ity and high soc ial acccptances than 

network members or alters. These s ituations help to increase egos level of control and influence 

in the social networks however, the Cllll'ent findings show centralit y and density have no visible 

relationships. In consistence with thi s Everett and Borgatti (2005) states if an actor is between 

two unkn own actors then it fo llows that th ere is not a connecti on between alters on the path 

connecting them. 

Visual ization of egos social network structures show that densities of egos social 

networks are high. They reported that members of the soc ial networks know each other and can 

have contacts without the help of egos. In some case of the networks are directional. They 

reported that, alters went to ' Senior Cimmeesiaa'lOmembers, deci sion makers and respectful 

members to share and di scuss different issues in the community. BOI'gatti, Mehra, Brass, and 

Labianca (2009) categori zed dyadi c relati ons in socia l network into four basic types' whi ch is 

based on similarit ies, social relations, interactions, and flows. Consistent fonns of social 

networks with the literature are found in the current study. These soc ial network forms are Clan 

10 The one who become Cimmeesiaa fi rst 
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(tribe), ki nship, neighborhoods, social roles or what they cal l it "work" forms of social networks 

and combination of one or two form s of ties identified. 

Neighborhood forms of ties are related to mu ltiplex rel ationsh ips than other forms of 

relationships identified in the current study. It uses to share information, conduct socia economic 

and cultural activities together. It is difficult to say that being neighborhood by itself does not 

mean having strong ties in this research. Strong ties are related to social status in the social 

status, representing the ego or hai r positions, likes or "cogniti ve" and kinship and neighborhood, 

acceptance and respect with in the community. So, those finding don ' t show consistency with 

idea that dense social networks are often characterized as strong ties and sparse networks are 

considered to be consisting of weak ties. 

Neighborhood forms of socia l networks often serve as support systems, providing 

material as well as emotional assistance in times of need and these relationshi ps are important 

resources (Donald & Wandersman, 1982). Similar findings are found in nei ghborhood forms of 

soc ial networks of th e current th esis. 

Findings show that structural holes in the social networks of egos are related to those who 

know many ethnic groups and contacts with 'Cimmcesiaa ' who found in other Woredas, those 

who attain 'Songo' regularly, loyal messengers from different villages, vi ll age representatives 

and those who went to abroad by representing community, those who bring so lutions for an 

unusual complex problems and those who spend much time with individuals who have gift of 

forecasting the future and 'Tullo Songo' were major sources of new ideas in the social networks 

of egos. In relat ion to th is structural holes theory Burt (1992) states that, it is advantageous in 
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many settings for egos to be connected to many alters who are themselves unconnected to the 

other alters in ego's network. 

89 

In the cunent study geographic spaces have greater brokerage roles than heterophilous 

characteristics of egos with his members. Annual review of psycho logy paper with the title social 

network analysis shows that, even a littl e network training can produce substantial improvement 

in to see and benefit from structural holes (Burt, 1992). 

Among the common functions of egos, preserving their own cultures and transfer 

cultural inheritances to the young generation, 'syra ' or conspire, environmental secu rity, 

economic support and build ethical generations were common functions of social networks of 

egos in this study. 'Syra ' or conspire is collective means of out casting indi viduals being out of 

their customary rules. This activity shows that peop le co llectively take actions and implement 

together and majority of the people accept and satisfy by the decisions. 

The social networks of egos enhance collective decision-making by increasing both the 

accuracy and the speed of decisions in this study. The explanation of Adamo (200 I), who states 

that not only to take decisions satisfy the majority of individuals rather decision accuracy and 

decision speed matters. There are different ' Songo' settings and' AGny' cultures are important to 

assure decisions acceptable by the majority in the study. 

Cultural house bui lding activities, traditional arbitration system, conciliation activi ties at 

'Tullo Songo' , 'fiche' ceremonies, and 'Luwa ' system were major activities that found in related 

to cultural contexts. Economically, social networks of the egos help to conduct work 
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cooperatively or 'Shallo ' '' , helping the disadvantageous, compensation and 'wijo'" were the 

major ones . 

'Tullo Songo ' at woreda level , ' Ollu Songo' at kebele leve l, 'Nafaru Songo ' at vi llage 

level is most convenient places for the contact of social networks. While, in the Keretie, her 

home and neighborhoods are preferable and convenient places. 'Cimmeesiaa' assembled on 

Wednesday and Sunday at 'Tullo Songo ' per week. Implies that representative of communi ties 

explore community problems, discuss, and decide sol uti ons together frequently. In thi s situation 

members of the community have opportunities for reflections of what they perceive and bcl ieve, 

opportunity of learn ing from others. 

Misunderstandings and problems related to decision are handled by 'Afiny'. The culture 

of' Afi ny' has a democratic nature. One member of th e community has no chance to influence. 

Through 'Afiny' decision s, no one has a chance of blame others. This promotes communi ty 

cohesion , trust of decisions and ready to implement decisions. Social roles, sense of satisfaction 

and long-term sustai nability and community security were related to psychological and social 

advantageous that participants obtain with their social networks were social respect, knowledge 

sharing, helping each other, security and solving social problems. 

11 litera lly means r li ke you so do my work. 
12 'Vekibye ekub' literally means women collect butter and divide in phase 



CONTR IBUTION OF EGO SOCIAL NETWORKS. 91 

6. CONCLUSION AND IMPLICATIONS 

6.1. Conclusion 

The roles of ego social networks for community development were explored by 

employ ing qualitative research method with multiple case study approach. Cross case analysis 

were applied to understand the research objectives. Three leading social network research 

ques tions were asked and addressed in the study. 

Semi structured interview was selected as a technique and semi structured guide lines 

were prepared with model examples that enabled study participants to map their social networks 

by hand. Five communication centered persons or egos and four members of the egos or alters 

were participated selected from different villages of Tullo Kebele. 

Individuals who achieved the status of 'Gedana', 'Cimmeesiaa', 'Gasho' and 'Keretie' have 

big acceptances in the social networks of the individuals and are opin ion leaders in the 

community. 'Luwa system' has a native and democratic nature institution which serve the 

community that helps to understand the centrality of an ego and socially entitled individuals are 

gatekeepers and models for their communities', have indigenous knowledge of solving any 

problems that occur in the community, can facilitate and coordinate community members for any 

activity. 

Performances of social roles with in the community are the common social network 

selection criteria . Individual s have due respect for who carry out hi s Iher social ro les in the 

fam il y, village, community levels and country level at large. Social ro les are measured by acti ve 

:ontribution in the traditional arbitrary system of the community, doing successful works in 

3topping bloody conflicts among people and clans, administrating his/her famil y well etc . 
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Homophil y and heterophily of the egos social networks by dividi ng the ascribed and 

acqui red characteri sti cs and their impli cations for com munity development; Homoph ily of 

gender in the social networks of egos are re lated to socia l rol es. This is because men are th e 

primary participants of the ' Luwa system ' and they assemble at 'Tullo Songo ' every Wednesday 

and Sunday. So, thi s gender homophi ly facilitates communi cati ons among men members in the 

community. 

The 'Keretie ' has heteroph il ous characteri s ti cs in terms of gender. In this case, close 

social networks are both from men and wo men members of the community and serves as a 

bridge to fac ilitate communi cation between both genders and have access to obtain non 

redundant infonTIation from alters. Heterophilous characteri sti cs in terms of age, re li gion and 

social statuses in the soc ial networks of egos don't have any di sadvantages for faci litating 

commun ication s in the social networks : rather, it is good resources for them. Elders and sociall y 

entitled persons have diverse social rol es in the co mmunity. 

Different form s of social netwo rks were explored whi ch include Clan (tribe), kinship 

(having blood rel ationshi ps), neighbors, social roles what they call it "work" and comb in ati on of 

two or more. Being homophilous in clan is important to build sense of belonging ness and 

cohesion . Family forms of relationships are more homophilious in religion compared with that of 

neighborhood fonTIs of relationships. Multiple f0l111S of relationships are more rel ated to 

heterophili ous social network compared with others. 

Egos level of infl uence is determined by the kinds of personalities rhat people have in rhe 

community, performance of socia l roles, th e soc ial status people achi eved, 'Luwa system', 

' Afiny' and other personali ty characteristics that expected to ach ieve in the community are 
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important things to influence others in the structure of egos social networks. Social status is good 

imp lication of soc ial acceptances by community members. Social acceptance of egos is helpful 

to influence network members in the community. 

Members of social networks know each other and have some fonns of ties. Density of 

social networks indicates that almost all possible way of connections are presented in the social 

network strnctures. The social networks are dense. Neighborhood forms of rel ationships are 

related to multiplex relationships than other fonTIs of relationships. Neighborhood forms 

relat ionships uses to share information, conduct socio economic and cultural activities together. 

Mu ltiple forms of relationsh ips between ego and alters, talking secret, cmotional 

intensity, time spent interaction among each other and material and emotional supports were 

qualitative indicator of strong ties of egos social networks. Dense networks don' t mean having 

strong relationships in this thesis. Unlike qualitative conclusions dense network in this research 

doesn't mean there is a poor structural hole in the social networks. 

Individuals who knows many ethnic groups members and contacts with 'Cimmeesiaa' 

who found in o ther Woredas, attain 'Songo ' regu larly, loya l messengers from different villages, 

village representatives, spend much time with individuals have gi ft of forecasting the future were 

also sources of new information and 'Tullo SOllgo' were major sources of new ideas. 

Direct contact and loyal messengers are the two most common and trusted modes of 

communications. Egos do not have interest to use mobile phone. They suspect that cell phone 

distorts right messages, has no means of check ing truth and even they related it with disrespect 

their culture. ' Tullo Songo' on every Wednesday and Sunday is convenient setting for a 

geographica lly far soc ial network members, 'Wari session ' , Nafara Songo vi ll age level, Friday at 
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market places are im portant settings for contacts and finally their culture of asking when people 

mect at anywhere by saying "Tolo Ma' Hasabini " in Sidamigna language whi ch literally means 

what is new?, or what was talked? 

Social networks have been used in nmctioning different tasks within the community. It is 

important for cultural, socia l, economic and other roles. For illustration, cultural house bui lding, 

traditional arbitration system, conc iliation activities at ' Tullo Songo', 'fiche' ceremonies, and 

' Luwa' system were cultural related activates being conducted through social networks. 

Economically, soc ial networks of the ego help to conduct regular duties cooperatively or 

'Shallo ', helping the disadvantageous, compensation and 'wijo' were economic related functions 

of socia l networks. 

Participants' of social network members have a lot of advantageous to obtain social 

respect, knowledge sharing, helping each other and solving social problems in the communi ty. 

Responsible for the mistakes of their close socia l network members in the community and some 

disagreements at decisions making processes for social problems are mentioned but it does not 

affect rel ationships hence the final result is decided by the culture of'Afiny'; it important cu lture 

for the beginn ing and closing of different issues in the social networks of individuals. 

6.2 . Implications 

Schoo ls of Social Works can use socia l network analysis as one area of fi eld practice to 

students. Encouraging students for field education to observe and write about social networks of 

the community which where they come and can en hance the ability of discovering and sharing 

students own community assets, sharing knowledge between students, in developing ability of 

engagements and working with diverse communit ies. The School of Social Work can then 
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discover wide area of social network ex peri ences of communiti es from different co rners of the 

country. 

The findings show Sidama communities solve various problems of community through 

their own traditional arbitrary systems, supporting others with the culture of 'Shallo ', improving 

incomes through 'Wijo' , accomplishing agricul tural tasks through 'De ' or ' Debo' are direct 

implications of peoples problem solving, coping and developmental capacities with in the 

community by using social networks . 

From the findings the researcher identifi ed the following points to be addressed by 

researchers. The first implication is related to s ize of th e networks; in order to manage the data 

the cUlTent study reduced number of communication centered individual s to five and network 

members of egos alters to four. Which means the researcher asked egos to nominate only four 

closest individuals among many, egos may leave signifi can t members of the soc ial network . So 

in order to have better understanding of roles of ego socia l networks for community development 

I suggest that researchers have better understanding and access of E-Net, UCTNET or other 

soc ial network analys is software packages. Havi ng thi s, researchers can bring better 

understanding of egos view for community development. 

The second research implication is related to network analysis. Egocentri c network 

analysis is appli ed in this research that manly focus on conducting data 11-0111 ego (participant) 

perspectives about interactions and network members in all social settings, it also gives emphasis 

on social context of individual att itudes, behaviors and conditi ons. Literatures show in Sidama 

there are more th an 56 nations and nationalities, th is variation is also visib le in the Tullo kebele 

where the current research is conducted so, the researcher suggests that applying whole network 
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approach enables to explore interactions with in socially and geographically bounded groups. 

Researchers can also collect data from group members about their ties to other group members in 

selected social settings because, the findings show that individual s who have relationships with 

many other ethnic groups have source of new information. 

This research is a cross sectional research that reveals only the present situations. It did 

not see how social networks are changing in composition, structure and functions through time. 

So the researcher suggests that researchers need to examine social network dynamics by 

applying longitudinal research. 

Engagement, in community development work to community members needs effort. The 

cunent study identified individua ls and settings important for creating good engagements. In this 

context 'Wari sess ion ', 'Ollu Songo ', and 'Tu llo Songo' are settings impOltant to access 

members of th e community together and socially entitled individuals are good get keepers 

because they have socially accepted and representatives of the community. As Fraser, Thirkell , 

and McKay (2003) states in community development often works best by identifying and 

supporting the ' linkers' (cited in Gilchrist, 2009 , p.4I). 

The findings of this research indicate' Afiny' is an indigenous ways of decision making 

systems in Tullo community. Members of the community forward multiple ideas and arrive at 

decisions in any social context that requests decisions. Thi s research indicates that ' Afiny' 

enabling people to contribute as equal citizens and to leam through their involvement in solving 

any problems happen in the community. 

Community development workers can understand and identify soc ial network assets as a 

means to communicate effectively and to deal with the obvious tensions and disagreements that 
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ar ise from community development works. Usi ng formal soc ial network means of 

communi cations of egos, community development workers can facilitate and ensure the 

participation of community at decision-mak ing which is one of the key principles in community 

development. 

The researcher suggests local community developm ent workers should understand how 

social networks operate in different communiti es, what fun cti ons social networks perform in the 

community for individuals, groups and communities, and know how they can be supported, used 

for engagement, assessment, eval uation and sustainability of commu ni ty based projects. 

Because, different compositional and structural social networks influence th e social network 

selection cri teri a of individuals, functions of social networks in the communi ty, strengths of 

social relationships, frequency of contacts and modes of communications and fonTI s of social 

networks were revealed in the current findings. These social network component s cou ld have 

coll ective effect on community development. 

Authority for Research an d Conservation of Cultural Heritage (ARCCH) and Hawel la 

Tulia Culture Touri sm and Governmcntal Communication Ortice (HTCTGCO) better to study 

and use the social nctworks of egos in preserving intangibl e and tangible cultural heritages in the 

community so, understanding the social networks of those people enab le the institutions to 

preserve and deve lop the culture. For example we see the roles of ego social networks in the 

celebrations of 'Fiche Chambalala ' or new years of Sidama, tradi tional arbitrary systems and in 

building cultural huts. Few individual s (elders) who practice astrology determin e and announce 

the day of ' Fiche' to th e Comm un ity; because 'Fiche ' does not fall on the same day every year. 

The researcher suggests that government bodies shou ld encourage more the 'Luwa System ' and 
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' Afi ny Culture ' to exercise and develop democracy in the commun ity. Both 'A fin y' and 'Luwa 

system ' are democratic nature and in ' Luwa System' the status of bein g ' Gedana' is transferred 

in eight years interva l and ' Afin y' is important ways of participations in the community. 
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ANNEXES 

Annex A. Name interpreter grid for Ego DL 

Ego lD Alter 101 Alter Aller Alter Alter Aller Al ler Alter Freq. Of 
Name Gender Age Religion Etlm icity Clan Educational Social contact 

Level Status poc 
week 

Mm M 60 Christian Sidarna Hawclla Nat ive Gasho Ony [0 day 
(Catholic) Knowled 'C 

DI M 60 Ch ristian Sidama Hawclla 2· Day to day 
(Catholic) Cimmeesiaa 

Gg M 65 Christiflrl Sidama Hawclla Native Day to day 
(C:llholic) Knowledge Cirnmccsiaa 

OL 
M 55 Christian Sidmna I-Iawel la 3 Cim mecsi aa Day to day 

SG (Catilulic) 

Source: Field work findings 

Annex B. Name interpreter grid for Ego GG 

Ego Alter 101 Alter Iter >\ltcr Alter Alter Alter Alter Frcq . Of 
ID Name gender Ag' eligion thnicity Clan Educational Socia l comact 

Level Status poe 
week 

M 80 raditiona! Sidama Hawella Native 2 
TO Knowledge immccsiaa 

M 70 radi tional Sidama I-hl\vclla Native Cimmcesiaa 2 
SC Knowlcdge 

GG 
UO M 65 hristian Sidama I-Iawclla Native 4 

Catholic) Knowlcdge immccsiaa 

KB M 80 hrist ian Sidama Hawcll a Native Cimmccsiaa I 
Catholic) Knowledge 

Source: FI eld work find Ings 
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Annex C Alter-Alter ties for Ego DL and GG 

Ego Alters ill Freq. of Means of Forms of Ties Setting for Contacts 
ID Contact Contacts 

per week 
DL Mm DI Day 10 Day Phys ical Neighborhood Wari session & Ollu 

with 'Son '0' 

Gg Day 10 Day Physical Neigbborhood Wari session & Ollu 
'Songo' 

SG Day to Day Physical Neighborhood Wari session 
DI Gg Day to Day Physical Neighborhood and kinsbip Wan session & Ollu 

with 'Songo' 
SG Day to Day Physical Neighborhood Wan session 

Gg SG Day to Day Physical Neighborbood Wari session 
with 

SC One Physical 'work' & Afro Family Tullo 'Songo' 
GG TO UD One Phys ical 'Work' & Afro Family Tullo 'Songo' 

with 
KB One Physical 'Work' & Afro Family Tullo 80l1go 

SC UD One Physical 'Work' & Afro Family Tullo Songo 
with 

KB One Physical 'Work' & Afro Family Tullo Songo 

UD KB One Physical 'Work' & Afro Family Tullo Songo 
with 

Annex D Adnuillstratlve map of Hawdla Tulia Sub Ctty 

..... ..e-. ... b-eP··Y 
.. d __ ..... 'l:rc.a.:'G" ... -p "" =--,-"-,-~ ___ ~ 

, ............ " .... " .... . I . • . g~" '" .. . -~ ... -. . ~ 
r ..... . 
1-<.01:>..,, 1 0 ..... 

A '''' '-....... . . ~ . " ........ .... .... 

o '!& . OOO ... . OOQ .. • .. :a_ .. __ 7 

Source: Hawassa City Administration 
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Annex E In-depth interview guide questions 

Part 1. Socio Demographic Characteristics of Egos 

I. 1O _____ or name ____ _ 

2. Sex _ _ _ _ 

3. Age. ___ _ 

4 . Ethnicity __ _ 

5. Ethnic group (clan) __ _ 

6. Religion ___ _ 

7. Educational Level _ _ __ _ 

8. Soc ial Status (position) in the community ___ _ _ 

9. Place of residence Woreda ___ Kebele __ Village where you ___ _ 

Part 2. Ego Alter Relationship Questions 

I. Among peoples you know, identify four persons who are the closest and most important 

to you in terill s of leadership, trust, share information , represent you, talks secrete, share 

material resources etc? 

Example 

Trust 

A Share information 

B Represent you 

C Leadership 

D etc. 
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2. Mention the frequency of contacts with these people per week? 

(Example like this 

A 

B 

C 

D 

Frequency of contacts per 

Week 

Ways of contacts 

Physically 
Once a week 

\~-<:::::::=-;. 
Mobile Phone 

Twice a week 

", Messenger 

", 
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3. Can you mention some strength of these frequent contacts with these people in terms of 

deciding some matters in your life or community matters? 

With Alter A __________ _________ _ 

With Alter B ____________________ _ 

With Alter C. _____________ ____ __ _ 

With Alter 0 ___________________ _ 

4. What are the advantageous of these relationships in terms of sett ling family disputes, 

asking advice, sharing any material resources etc? 

With Alter A ___________________ _ 

With Alter B _________________ __ _ 

With Alter C _____________ ____ ___ _ 

With Alter 0 ___________________ _ 

5. What are the responsibiliti es of these relationships? 

With Alter A ___________________ _ 
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With Alter B. _________________ ___ _ 

With AlterC. ________________ ___ _ 

With Alter 0 ___________________ _ 

6. What fonns of relationships do you have with these individual s? Example friendship, 

kinship, re ligion etc 

With Alter A, ___________________ _ 

With Alter B ______________ _____ _ 

With Alter C ________________ ----

With Alter D ___________________ _ 

7. What fonn of relationships can be playing more oppOitunities for your life? Why? 
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8. From the four persons you identifi ed more closely to you; is anyone tells primary source 

of in fo rmation for you? Why hel she become the primary source of informati on for you? 

9. What functions the relationships you establ ished with the four persons closer to you play 

in the community? For example in tenns of Economic, social , pol itical, spiritual , 

environmental e tc 

Part 3. Personal Information or Attributes of Alters from Egos point of view 

For attributes about alter A 
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I. ID or name 

1. Sex 

2. Age 

3. Ethnicity 

4. Ethnic group 

5. Reli gion 

6. Educational Level 

7. Social Status(position) in the community 

8. Place of residence Woreda Kebele __ V ill age where they 

For attributes about alter B 

I. ID or name 

2. Sex 

3. Age 

4. Ethnicity 

5. Ethnic group 

6. Religion 

7. Educational Level 

8. Social Status(position) in the community 

9. Place of residence Woreda Kebele _ _ Vi ll age where they 

Attributes about C 

I. ill or name 

2. Sex 



CONTRIBUTION OF EGO SOCIAL NETWORKS .. 

3. Age _ _ _ _ 

4. Ethnicity~ __ 

5. Ethnic group _ _ _ 

6. Religion ~ __ ~ 

7. Educational Level~~~~_ 

8. Social Status(position) in the community~~~~_ 

9. Place of residence Woreda ___ Kebele _ _ Village where you __ _ 

Attributes for alter D 

I. ID~~~~_ or name ~~~~~_ 

2. Sex ~ _ _ ~ 

3. Age~~~_ 

4. Ethnicity __ _ 

5. Ethnic group __ _ 

6. Religion ~ __ ~ 

7. Educational Level~~~~_ 

8. Social Status(position) in the community ~~~~_ 

9. Place of residence Woreda ___ .Kebele __ Vi ll age where you __ _ 

Part 4. Alter-Alter Relationships from Egos Point of View 

1. Do these alters know each other? Indicate by using rows? 

B 

C 

o 

A 

B 

C 

o 
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2. Mention the freq uency of contacts among alters? 

A 

A hysically 
B 

B Messenger through ... 
C 

C Mobile Phone 
D 

D In Social and cultural 
e\'cnts 

3. What form of relationships do you think these people have? Example kinship, 

neighborhoods, religion, association, fr iendship, family etc 

A 

Kimhip 
B 

B Friendship (based on 
their culrure) C 

C 

SpirilUal 0 

D 
Family 

4. Can you tell me the advantageous of th ese relationships among alters? 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

S. Can you tell me the disad vantageous of relationships among alters? 

a. _________ _ 
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b. _______ _ 

c. _________ _ 

d. _______ _ 

6. What fun ct ions do the relationships among alters in the community? In terms of 
economic fu nction, socia l function, political fu nction, spiri tual etc 

Part 5. Questions prepared for selected alters 

Alters generated by ego will ask the following questions 

I . 0 0 you know Mr. ______ _ 

2. Can you tell me about your re lations? 

3. Tell me some of the benefits of your relation ships with her/him? 

4. Can you tell me some of the disadvantageous w ith these relat ions? 

5. What functions do the relati onships with he/she in the community? 
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Annex F Amharic Translation of In-depth interview Guiding Principles 
r~,°'lc<;'OJ' r"ff. rMD9D)t r~' 

M.o ),o~ Hi'icot: rri'it.l OJch r.~·u,:: 9"'::$' ~·I(I."· 
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O"~ M9")ar)'on (u)") n~",). OJ'H r"'Iil1'Co"'9"Uct') nM.o ),o~ r.).i'iC!l1;: nri'iil OJch 

'}9"uc,'" h 'i'iI OJ'01' /,r·I·h;l'·Mh· !,7<;'t\U': : rr i'iil OJch -}9"UC'} lb'}: r"'1!l-/'co ·/·"'It'.!P~: hm,ao.::,P'/:OJ· 

nti,t 1'<;;1''£ ~'''' 'i' A,)·'l..P</>CI} .ern,!'..piI :: A~9" CIILu· UDn'::'" nn!p:F aD~hil .Pn· "'Iunt.'£ ·)· !l!l C'i'-(r~·t.I 

~tOJCh) t\°'lun.::Ml M':7~' rO'L<;''::OJ'') o'L<; n'f'tJ°t\ h'f' 1'<;t t\"'I~'bY.' nIL·" "'I I'') OJ·01' M'~ li't'.J' n°'l.71ar 

p .... y. </>(li\. OJ·01' h~9"M' P'f't\~ (JO')~C'i'- n·~aD'::nr r"l'ff.) ·)· "'IAhil hU')· ~9"ot "'Mfli'- (n·M,!'. Q;l.o'L~: 

,"t'. .Y. :~D1;:O"·Cf:V.ll (mt'. OJII'~) ~<; t\Ni'- P"I')·f.)-} " 'IAhil ,~'1',),P').x rO'L~'::"I1'<;-} oOC""/,t\u· : :P1'<;.p 'P<; 

'',11'''19" r"l'ff.)t "'IAhil PU')' nOJi'-') P"I'ff.)t Ml1'C(1'')'PC)!onq',pt.'£ n')nl\-} A<; M,U "I')1').y.:r 

t\U'fl'::'f'nl} pO'L <;' to'rar') O'L <; 1'<;.} O'IY.''::"' )ar:: P9"Hrn'1 ')'hh<;' oo'::'Jf t\/l.U 1'<;"'9" 11') t\U·flUt'ln· A·'l. 7-} 

rn,P°'l. )OJ.:: r9"~'nnr1 °n<;'OJ.9" oo,::'Jf n° 'l.01'C ,!'.J'tlil:: n$'t\ aOrnM' J't\00~'/' 'i' uo·n·)·!p P1'rnn</> )OJ. 

~t\O°~ ·/·t.!P9D 11') 'pt\OO1',!'.'~ OJ·01' noo~·hi.!P p"'l.,~cnn!p·)· ~,).lli'- i'-"IC }',!'.<;'C9":: !It\U')9" r1'<;'p'} M"'I 

t\"'I~~'} PACO!P lhh<;' O"illl'> Nl'flC OJ~1 0011').') <\0'/)1j(\!p AOJ·P,t\U·: :(11'<;'/' Or01' P'f'7'f. OJ'(fl"H OJ,!'.9" 

"I1·y.:r t\~·'l.o M~ ~).i'iCot pri'itl OJch p.~·u.:: 9"'::$' '}9"UC'} h 'i'iI<; t\IL.ll"'l lt') ~UiI .pt'.119"<;on·}"IM· 

t>"Uh:ri'} 7· ... l"f d 0 9"t'.J' 70. ,!'..~.::,::>tI: (I ·hXl."'It'.9" "I:~'F" t\ '}9"UC;I''£ !\.ur;:~:: t\i\.t\·:F P1'<;;I',£ i\.ur;::F 

r1'<;'" U" )i'i U')ar t\.J'7t\"It\· ,!'.i:<\t\-:: OIW 1'<;'} OJ·01' noo~'f''i' AOJ" N'OJ/<; arY.' 'UL!P') OO'lnch'f'!P 

1I°'lU(lt\!ln9' ')'ilr U<\ti,)'t· ~,').~1 ·OJnr t\.7)1I0· ,!'.7Iltl: (la->lf).?" t\·)·t.')07·C+ pO'LU'') 50 '(lC J'7<;'t\·:: 

h ,!J<t\ ffl'rn.e 'p. O:},<\ 1'J'11 ~t\!P') ' 00'Lh1·OJ. !It.Ih 'P.1'C !,<; ~,.P'.t.i'i II .. P71'1 .ef<\t\·:: 

T. "! .</!. I I 76:M.0 Mil Hi'iCo·t },.P.o Mil: ~d·r·~.J' 

!It.Ih 'P.1'C 25 1-9 I 2-7 65666 . 

h."'Lt\, a leminewabebe27@ gmail.com 

M.o ~(I~ ~~i'icIL ,t pri'it.lOJch t9DuCt n,,} 

},on!J"I<;t\",: : 

H~:J'ti,OJ' 09": ________ P},1'1OJ· 09"'------- -------

H~;I'ti,OJ· ti,C"'/ : P}'1'1OJ' ti,C~~-------------

1>'): 'p')'--_ _ __________ _ 
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U. \' "11\ MI' "I~'/~ i".J'I)I\~ 

1 . ulJl\.e "VI'C I OJ}!.,?" fl9ul 

2. 7.;). I 
3. )\Y:"ll j 

4. '(l.I"C 

5. 1,) I I 
6. !'·)·9"Ur.'} U.'i{ I 
7. (I;" 'Ot. '/'f'1II' WH': Y I\ (IJ' {/1I'/Uf1t· l I: .l'.t.'i{ 

8. !"''l. ~-~ . (I : ,. (J1l·'~ t I " '0'" I 1Ar- (1;)' 

II . !'''IT)'·H· m'~hA "lI\o(1 :-;·'} ~C; h~".u 07':-;' ;JC "'TfH' .r~:':aJ·'} ''11111(1 '')'- !" "m'IIIH, 
:/'11 an' ,' ,e,f.:f 

1. heM" h°'l.J'ar*~:ar ol"1' aro'l' "'!.1t'l'Ll"l ~"'!.f~<;: ~ /J}' ! ~"'!.f9"~'I''far ! OIl.I'IU·OT lI/J})JI\¥t\ 
C'J'''IA /J}- '~t.T h"'lht- 'PIIIJ- ! Oh' ) :1''111 ?"'II·~ O?'~ 01'i'i1l nillJJt\ .. y.t\ 
IJ"'IA /J}. ht-T M ·O 0:) :"O'A/'? 

u-+-----/ 

.. on.tr-r flUI\'f hr, 
"1Ufit.'r '')Tf'~-r ll~ 
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3. hilLV "IMflf ,x ,rll9'~'1 f"l1J'.H ;Pen'!' (f,Lii) f"'l.7M,~' 1,1!'o1' ior ,119"<'\1\. n(11-11·n orlt'!' 

h1'<;1,~ :F"Icf It"'", n"7"'lhe nVln" n,~It;J'9' f"'l.J'm?'''''9'-} mH'~ 

V. 

II. 

4. h)IW "IMn:f ;JC ~A9")' "I1'~).), 1\,<;\,09")' r"H", u~6M+1 OJM" fo/c:F') (l7t.1~,t.l1 ? 

U. ________________________________________ __ 

11.-------------------------------------

,h. ----------------------------------------~----

"". 
5. h)H.U "/Mn:F;JC ~A9")' "I'r~)')' 1IS'~'09'.)- rO'lf", 1'1"1":F1 OJ!!.9" 0"t.I~9n A;J"l"'l9'f1 (l'1t.1~,t.l1 ? 

u. 

II. 

0 0 . 
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6. h)H.U 119'1';JC fAOJt "I1"'i-)-)' 90 1 "I,ei-)' "I1"'i-)+ 1-.1J'.1f) (lfOL·p"l? 119"<'\1\. m1-iW£it' f;J{l;Fi'f~J'.1)t 

OJH1-
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8. A/'Ct'l9' r-rc·fl "1,")'1- IWror !t9'f or!t']' flMll110r 'l.n M·'l.!t a"L);9'f, r"'LJ'71':/' h"'l1 )or; 
/" Yo·}.eu !to>' MIW, anLil'9'1' .pf<':'I" t\..!t"'l'for !fA? 

9, hCII9' h)IW !t9'f:>c J'A9"} "11,.H, OUlIL-l'!t1t r"'luot.'E: rAjl<f"'LJ''E: IJUIt'E A'i t\i\"f r'rC' 

h'lTIl:J>!t.9'f It.e r"'L '1' LorI "'L 'i( -l'''1IJC) A If<': 1J1f<': f1.J'IlL!l.1? 
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"'Ihh~ t\lf'r (}i"f I'1'H:J)'; :I'(} UDm~'J> (alter-alter relations from egos point of view) 

1. a"t\J' </:'rC I 
2. )l:J' I 
3. h .I!.''''';'l-;::1 =='-------, 
4. 'fI,hC I 
5. !'-l,?UIIC::. +~y.;-:.I.;'~iI· 1===-----, 
6. lI;h'fll.·"nn· In ,I!.' .1'1101' "711I1t-'I: .l'..1.~ 

7. 1"'1.',',.11·1' wl.· .. I 1"-fllI. 'I :"-.'::::::====;-ltA\ir.i:, (i(lij:)~. -;:1 =~-----'I 

I'''lTf.H- "'IhM 1''I'';''i fllf'r "lM(lf UDI-Jh~ .l'MF} "lTf.H· t\"'I(J)'J> frH:J)'; :J't\ UDm~:P 

u 

t\ 
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(1"""H, 0.1\",,- U 
U "/.n 

o""tlh·h" 
1\ 

1\ 0I1""'})- 2 

"' O'f"fJ,('.t\ 
A, 

m nlDC 3 "Ut ol'r..(\ ... l rtUI\'e htj 

°1vM<f ~1T"'·)·1· 'l it 00 

OD alII-/' 

"U1".I!"'i' U 

U 
!\£,,)) . .,. 1\ 

1\ M")·l 
,h 

m n.+ttll 
00 

OD 
OJ/H-

4. mll.v 1-'I',}.I'1 ovl1hA S'1IlD" "ITf.H I\. <;'t'.lD" f"'1.:fI'llD"'} 'POP¥" llS'ilt'.'<:'1? 
U. __________________________ __ 

1'1.-------------------------------
m. 
ov. --------------------------------

5. mll.v ·t'l',}.1'1 ovl1M S'1'IlD" "I'}"f.H 1\.<;' t'.lD" f"'1. :f1'llD"'} ?--'It Wf,¥" UII&.)t llS'ilt'.'<:' 1? 
u. __________________________ __ 

1'1. ------------------------------
th. 

ov.--------------------------------
6. mll.v 1-'I',}.I'1 ovl]M S'1'IlD" "I1"r.)t OVl1t'.1-i'lfr f"'lVOt-'!!: fh.p<;,"'1.S',!!: CIVil'!! ) . .., t\J\<>:f f)·C' 

It 1-Pil:J>(l,fP:f IIf, f"'1. <;' t'.lD"'} "'1.<;"( 1-"IC1C) It ,}.I': CI,}.I': llS'ilt'.'<:' '}? 

U. 
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0.------------ -

rh o 
~. -------------------------------

I. hM' V , (\ifh '~,:JC ~·-t-'I'm;J>~fv-? 

2. n aDt"jh~fv- MAar "I1T)~' ~,e)~. CI)"I-r:'; ,e;I:~A'; Mn~ t\, Y'I.~:,;) ·HYMO)~· ' r1l9D.lO<; m1l1' 

3. n~ 9"1')' M DI Yhtl 'Ui. ;t-1<; <;'~fv- ; "IT Y·);J·fv- 1I nMh, nht"jtl , nt\,~ !1m· nh-tl m1l1' n.7M.tI'~? 

V.----_____ _ 

0.------ ___ _ 
rh.~---------

aD. ---------------------

4. hMW !lJI'f ,:JC 110Jl't "I1T)t fI. '1 c:ar r"'l. :roar1 '1''1>9'' n.YIIC:-'l-1? 
V. ______________________________ _ 

0. - -----------­
rh .. -------------------------------
~.-------------------------------

5. hfIH.V I'l Jl'f :>c I1AJI't "11TH fI. '1'c:ar Y"'l.foarl1-.ll t m,e9" V~6.)t n.YIIC:-'l-1 ; 
V. ______________________________ _ 

0.-------------------------------
rho 
~. -------------------------------

6. h)tW -t-'I'15'1 :>c Yom'1- "11TH nVlIc:-t-!lf)- Y"'IVnt-'e' rh.t>'l"'l.Y'e' I1V~'e )·S t\,t\"f r)·c 

h l'1>II;J>!i.JI':r ~,e Y"'l. '1' c:arl "'l. <;( -t-"II1C) hl.1'." 111.1'." n.YIlc:-'l-l? 
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Annex G: Informed consent form 

Addis Ababa University Graduate School of Social Work 

Master's Thesis Project 

Topic of Study - Exploring the Roles of Ego Networks for Community Development 

Good Morning/Afternoon: 

My name is Aleminew Abebe is a regular student in the school of social work in 

Addi s Ababa University. I am here to conduct my graduate research paper with the title: 
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Contribution of Ego Social Networks for Community Development. The major purpose of 

this study is to explore structural and compositional components offive ego networks and roles 

for community development from five selected Nafara (Villages) of Tullo Kebele in Hawella 

Tulia Sub city Hawassa Area Town SNNPR. The information you provide will help to ex plore 

and use indivi dual (Ego) relations for socio cultural , Economi cal, and Environmental 

development ofthe community. 

The participants of this study were fi ve people and alters who arc considered as socially 

and culturally respected by the Sidama community members like (Moote, Cimmeesiaa, Keretie, 

Gedana etc) and socially un respected ethnic groups from community and their relations with 

other community members called alters. 

This study will keep your name and other necessary information confidential. Only the 

researcher will know your name. For research analysis, individual responses from the interview 

questions will be added together or analyze independently and the information from the study 

will be presented in summary. 
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Taking part in thi s study is volun tary. You may choose not to take part or you may stop 

answering these questions whenever you want to . There are no negative consequences from the 

researcher or from Addis Ababa University and Tu llo kebele culture tourism and government 

communication offi ce for responding or not respondi ng to thi s interview. 

The informati on that I learn from thi s study will be available in a written report submitted 

to Addis Ababa University and submitted to the Sidama Zone culture and tourism office. This 

data will be used for academ ic purposes such as master' s thesis, con fe rence presentations, 

journal articles and book chapters and for commun ity development actors as a get way. You wil l 

receive a payment of 60 birr per interview for taking part in this study. 

If you agree to take part in this study, I will wri te your responses directly on the blank 

spaces of the interview form. If you have any quest ions about your ri ghts as a research 

participant, you may ca ll the Graduate School of Social Work, Addis Ababa University, at 251-0 

111225950 

For questions about thi s study, contact the researcher: Aleminew Abebe, Graduate School 

of Social Work, P.O. Box 11 76, Add is Ababa Uni versity, Addi s Ababa, Ethi opia, E-mai l: 

aleminewabebe27@gmai l.com Telephone 251-912-765666. 

Signature of the Participant 

Name of Parti cipant 

Signature of the Researchcr 

Name of Researcher 

Date 

Date 

Date 

Date Compl etion 
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Annex H 

Letter of Declaration 

I, the undersigned, declare that this is my origina l work and has not been presented for a degree 

in any other uni vers ity and all the sou rces of materials used for the research project have been 

duly acknowledged. 

Student Name Signature Date Place 

Alemi new Abebe 

This thesis have been submitted for exa minat ion with my approval as the Thesis advisor 

Name Signalure Date 

.- ., 
.! 

' • . " <t¥ '. 
.' .. 

/ 
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