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Abstract

This study attempted to explain the dynamic lieslth and adaptive strategies of the
spontaneous and state-organized resettlers in Guodaf\Wirdda. The study area since 2001 hs
exhibited demographic and economic changes. Thagasatook place due to the population
influx from Amhara region and SNNPR (South, NatMationalities and Peoples region) in a

spontaneous and organized manner of resettlemesteotively. The study has taken in to
account the intra-regional organized and the integional spontaneous resettlers’ as subject
of study and their livelihood and adaptation stgiés as variables. In the livelihood strategies:
land acquisition, land holding, labour recruitmenproduction, live stalk rearing, socio-

economic and religious institutions and their ralere dealt.

The study, so as to collect the abovementioned ddtainister the combination of observation,
interview: formal and informal, survey using questiaire, case studies from spontaneous,
organized and the host Me’enit community and doaiiraealysis. The mixed data collection
method was employed to suit to the dynamics o$chemes and to collect as diverse data as

possible.

The data collected indicated that the resettleasehengaged different approaches in order to
fit to the local environment. Their livelihood armdiaptive strategy helped the spontaneous
resettler to benefit from the richness of the logalysical environment and gained

immeasurable economic benefit than the organizedttiers. The organized resettlers though
not as the spontaneous resettlers, have socialemmhomic enhancement compared to their
home of origin. The failure is due to the diverden& composition in the new area, inability to

recruit potential resettlers and inefficient managmnt. This differential economic growth of the
spontaneous and organized resettlers had never Wwébout challenges. In this case, as of the

economic and social differential attainments, tmegorded difference in conflict within and



without the resettling community. The organizedetidsrs, though they have mild ethnic
tensions among the same type but differing etlynieite better peaceful within and local
community than the spontaneous resettlers. Thetapeous resettlers encountered deadly
conflicts with their fellow resettlers of the satgpe, the local people due to land and related
issues and with the local political authorities dieedifference in political interests. The land
tenure, acquisition and labour recruitment and sbarganizations differences contributed

paramount role for differential socio-economic depenent in the resettlement schemes.

Both resettlement schemes particularly the spomtanieengaged in deforestation. The land
covered by crops increased from year to year. Tieeasing influx of population seeking for
farmland has devastating effect on the forest &ednatural resource in general. The forest for

the indigenous Me’enit community is everything ettéeir livelihood is dependent on.

Both schemes exhibited differential success atarési in economic, social and environmental
affairs. The effect of the resettlement had nohlwdy the forest resource of the area but also

on the host Me’enit community.

Key Words: Resettlement, Organized resettlement, SpontariRessttlement, Livelihood

Strategies, Adaptive strategies
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CHAPTER ONE

1. Introduction

This study deals with differential livelihood andagtive strategies of the 2000s spontaneous
and organized resettlers undertaken in Gurafardeidd. In this chapter, an attempt has been
made to provide background of the study, stateroktite problem, objectives, significance and
scope of the study. In addition, the chapter exgléiow the research site was selected, methods
which were employed and fieldwork experience.

1.1 Background of the study
Resettlement programmes are widely practiced irld@ing countries to solve the problems of
population pressure, unemployment and poverty. Thibecause resettlement is politically
desirable and easier to execute than any otheriagreeform. There might be continuity of
resettlement programmes to correct spatial imbakaint the distribution of population, settling
refugees, and exploiting frontier lands for thepgmses of national security. This is why revision
of resettlement policies becomes important (Obet802:109f). Hence, resettlement is an
ongoing exercise mainly aimed at bringing aboutnges in agricultural productivity for the
purpose of securing food and relieving human pressom densely populated areas (Kassahun
1998, Pausewang, et al 1990).

Ethiopia is one of the developing counties, whias lbeen experiencing resettlement dating
back for centuries even though the practice wadaimled as resettlement. (Kassahun, 1998,
Alemneh, 1990). However, it has been stated bywfit authors that planned resettlement was
initiated by the Haile Selassie Regime and sigaifity intensified under the Derg and being
carried out till now (Dessalegn, 2003; Pankhurst Biguet, 2009).

Gurafarda, the target of this thesis, is one of tdre wiridas of Bench-Maji Zone. Since
recently it is being known for its agricultural piectivity, holding diverse population and being
target for agriculture investors. After the failwkthe 1980s resettlement, thérida was taken

as unsafe for human life and productivity. The thesettlers assigned there were transferred to



Kaffa Zone and Wliga (Pankhurst, 1992 and Almneh 1990). Having tisagirous history,
the area which had been the Derg’s resettlementkdnged in to wildernesses. However, since
2001, it was again opened by thérida authorities to voluntary spontaneous resettlémen
People were invited to resettle in thérida. The pioneering Amhara resettlers from North
Shoa and Gondar resettled in “unsafe” area. Thegrhe economically successful. Having seen
this economic success of the spontaneous resetihersegional government selected Bench-
Maji zone destination for the new ‘intra-regionabkettlement programme’. Along with other
wiradas of the zone, Gurafarda, the research areaselest to resettle about 6000 households
from different zones of the region (SNNPRG, 2002).

This research is about the differential livelihoadd adaptation strategies employed by the
spontaneous and state-sponsored resettlers anchpect on the local social and physical

environment in Gurafardairida.

1.2 Statement of the Problem

Resettlement has a long history in Ethiopia. Peagtber through the government programme
or in their own accord, have been moving from digugrone, highly populous, natural
resource depleted and land fragmented areas ter lakgstinations. Resettlement projects have
been carried out mainly as a response to extrewe iftsecurity, land degradation, recurrent
drought and famine, ethnic or religious conflictsyer population and unemployment
(Pankhurst 2004:12; Kassahun, 2000:124). Ober&2)1&nd Pankhurst (1992) stated that the
above objectives are mostly used by the governmeosored resettlement schemes. Having
these purposes, like other developing countriesopid has embarked on planned resettlement
since the late 1960s (Kassahun, 2000:124). On ther dvand, spontaneous resettlement in

Ethiopia appears to be earlier than that of stagevozed scheme (Berihun, 1996:18).

Oberai noting to recent studies conducted in Eihiapdicates that 75% of the current rate of
new rural land settlement is due to spontaneoustttement (1992:104). The resettlement

schemes, past and present, either spontaneous abe-osfjanized are implemented



predominantly in the lowlands where population dess are low and land is thought to be
unutilized (Piguet & Dechasa, 2004:134).

The direction of rural-to-rural migration for botthemes since earlier times is north-to-south.
Pankhurst had identified not only the pushing dsb @he pulling factors to their destinations
as:

Spontaneous migration occurred in response to “Piettors” in the
north and “pull factors” in the south. The formerdlude degradation and
population pressure, a system of land tenure whadHho fragmentation of
holdings, evictions resulting from large mechaniesthtes, and periodic
and increasing of famine. Pull factors includingadability of land and
opportunity for wage labour and trade (1992:14).

Though the resettlement programmes, spontaneou®rgagized, have been taking place in
southern and southwestern parts of the country,résearches except few aroundilMba
(Berihun1996, Taffesse 2007, Assafa, 1995 and SOuath (Turner and Turner, 1984), targeted

northwest part of the country, particularly thétbkal/ Pawi resettlement sites.

With regard to the research area, Pankhurst (183@)Alemneh (1992) have had little focusing
only on the failure of the 1980s resettlement pmogne. After the failure of the 1980s
programme, spontaneous resettlers from Amhara bedirtra-regional resettlers from the
SNNPR have reoccupied the area. Though the areabées target and destination for
spontaneous and organized resettlement, much haseea known unlike other resettlement
places of the country.

The 2000s state-sponsored resettlements are wiigions of the resettlers’ place of origin
based on the manner called intra-regional. This dessgned so that the new programme may
not repeat the mistakes that the former regimescbhatmitted (Piguet &Dechasa, 2004: 166).
However, in the research area the programme dids@et to alleviate the drawbacks of the

former resettlement programmes that EPRDF has &r#eizing the regimes.



Since 2001 more than seven villages by spontanessettlers who came from Amhara region
and eight villages by state-organized resettlenrewstablished in theadrida under question. In
the 2003/5 state-sponsored resettlement progranthee, government of South Nation
Nationalities and Peoples Region (SNNPRG) has ttedetaibout 6000householdsfrom
different linguistic and cultural backgrounds oé ttegion (Belay, 2009:37).

Due to population growth and the employment of digelivelihood and adaptive strategies,
both resettlement types impose adverse effecth®mast population by alienating them vital
livelihood resources (land, forest, Pasture). Trallheld by the host community, for instance,
was distributed to the government-sponsored andhtapeous resettlers legally by the
government and illegally by the local elites respety. As a result, the indigenous adaptive
land use and livelihood systems were disturbed. éd@w the effects of resettlement upon the
livelihoods of the host population is well knowhhas received little consideration and there is
generally a tendency showing reluctance to invastigurther into the welfare of the host
communities (Gebre, 2003:50ff). Notwithstandingstfact, resettlement programmes are being

implemented with superficial ‘consent’ of the hosmmunity.

Concerning the research area after 2001, BelayeH2009) has investigated the impact of
resettlement on land use land cover change; takiegovernment-sponsored sites as subjects
with a shallow look at the spontaneous resettléesdid not investigate the socio-economic and

cultural impacts of both resettlement schemes.

This research, however, changed the researchidimdcom western and northwestern down to
the southwest bottom of the country. Thematicallydeals with the differential strategies
applied by the spontaneous and organized resed#ttetsheir adaptation mechanisms to fit to

the new social and physical environment.

The resettlement schemes (spontaneous and orgpimzéed research area differ in their food

self-sufficiency and adaptation to the new arearé&tore, these disparities in socio-economic



features might have emanated from the differerg@tial network, landholding strategy,
cultural factors and even willingness of the rdaettto settle in the new site. In general, success
or failure appears to be dependent on the restlleelihood and adaptive strategies to the new

social and physical environment.

Many scholars argue on the scheme which makes#edtlers successful in the new social and
physical environment. Oberai, comparing both sclem@asserts that:

Planned movement often entails a high degree afrgavent involvement,

including selection of the settlers, provision efwsces and financial aid.

Such settlement appears in many countries to hajerrdisadvantages

because of the relatively high costs that limit tiukenber of participants in

the programme and the poor achievements in termsretieving

population pressure in densely populated arg£92:104).
On the other hand, “voluntary spontaneous migratibat is settlement resulted in haphazard
manner initiated and undertaken by people on thein accord, is more effective than the
planned settlement programmes” (Balan, 1981:244; Rankhurst, 1992:11). In the research
area, the Amhara inter-regional spontaneous resettiave brought about better economic

attainment than the intra-regional state-sponsweseittiers from SNNPR.

Therefore, taking the mentioned ideas as a bendhniae research investigates differential
livelihood and adaptive strategies the resettlgpentaneous and state-organized, employed so
as to successfully cope with the threats that tleegountered from displacement to
reconstruction process. Hence, in order to compadcecontrast the strategies: socio-economic
structures, land acquisition and landholdings, lebarganization, production and marketing,
the role of social institutions, the resettlerdation among themselves, and their interaction

with the local social and physical environment wiateen as variables.

The impact of the resettlers’ diverse livelihood aaaptation strategies on the host community

and the physical environment is due regarded.

In the end, though not thoroughly, the compatipiit the intra-regional resettlement scheme to
the context of SNNPR is inquired. The emphasisisf $tudy is to identify strategies that have



caused differences in the lives of both resettldnsehemes at Gurafarda resettlement area in
Bench-Maji Zone of South Nation Nationalities arebples Region (SNNPR).

1.3  Objectives of the Study

The general objective of this study is to compard describe the major socio-economic and
adjustment strategies of state-sponsored andrsgited resettlers alongside the physical and

social environment in the research afgj@ecific objectives are to:

» identify the challenges and opportunities that bibid organized and the spontaneous

resettlers have been encountering

= assess the differential livelihood strategies oé thrganized and the spontaneous

resettlers so as to be food secured and self-grffic

= examine the adaptation mechanisms of both typess#fttlers to the new social and

physical environment

» inquire the intra-regional resettlement schemééndontext of the linguistic and cultural
diversity of the SNNPR

1.4 Significance of the Study

Resettlement has been an ongoing recurrent epigsbdee country. Therefore, it requires
updating studies suitable to the socio-economi@dyos of the resettlement schemes at a time.
Spontaneous and organized resettlement schemesbkanewidely put into operation in the
western and southwestern peripheries of the cowirige many years ago. For the reason that
this research scrutinizes the differential socioreenic and adaptive strategies of spontaneous

and organized resettlers, it may be significant for

* policymakers to design programmes and regulatiamtatde to all actors in the

resettlement Wrada in particular and the region in general

* The comparative study incorporating different methof study and theories would

produce indications in the future showing the dioet of looking into resettlement



programmes which have been implemented throughtapeous and organized manner.
In this regard, this research may also contribwefil the knowledge gap in
understanding resettlement as a strategy and lezsetit as a practice in examining
diverse strategies employed by resettlers from ioullural and multilingual

backgrounds in both resettlement schemes.

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study

This research is confined on the 2000s spontareadistate-sponsored resettlement schemes in
Gurafarda waréada. The theme the study concernseiditelihood and adaptive strategies of
spontaneous and organized resettlers. The impatieaf strategies on the natural resource

particularly the forest, the host community andimaresettlers themselves was explored.

In due course of the fieldwork, the researcher entared impediments. Among them the
unavailability and discrepancy of the required datdifferent offices was severe. Particularly
data of population distribution and their locatiabout the local community was not found.
Therefore, the researcher relied on thieile tax payers list to fill the gap. Besides, suspiof

the spontaneous resettlers to offer data was timeephindrance. They considered me as a
government agent who registers landholding sizesae#ing for resettlers who entered the sites
without getting permission and residence ID froma Wirada administration. It took much of
the research time and energy of the researchexd®sign and began collecting the intended
data. The political sensitivity of the programmed®dhe office bearers to watch it as deceitful
because the #ida authorities have been suspected of corruptiorrelation to land

resettlement.

1.6 Methodology

Livelihood studies are generally multi-disciplinanynature and are best pursued using multiple
and mixed methods (Ellis, 2000; Francis, 2001 andrdy, 2002 in Chimhowu, 2006:730).

Therefore, qualitative and quantitative approadfegata collection were designed and applied
in conducting this study. This is because qualitathethod helps to choose certain individuals
and elicit detailed and comprehensive informatibrof the research objective. The qualitative

approach includes in depth interviews, focus graigrussions and direct observation of



operations, which are important to obtain unintehded unanticipated data on the subject
under study (Bouma, 2000).

The other important method in social research & dbantitative approach, which includes
sample surveys. This method helps to provide nuwaknesults, which can be reported in
tables, graphs and charts stating the proportiahtha trends of events and occurrences. In
addition to this, quantitative method is necesdarybtain data for making predictions and

generalizations (Ibid).

Both qualitative and quantitative methods are meitihe same nor different but complement
each other by overcoming possible shortcomings. démbination of the two methods is
important in order to obtain the nearest accurate raalistic picture of necessary information
(Creswell, 2008).

Therefore, the research focused the combinatidheotwo methods in order to gather data of
livelihood and adaptation strategies of the spatas and organized resettlers in Gurafarda
Wairéda.

Employing the mentioned methods, the study was wcted inGurafardawdrdda focusing on
2000s spontaneous and organized resettlement prows. As mentioned above, the study is
comparative based on the livelihood and copingesgras of spontaneous and state-organized
resettlers. The comparison was carried on purpbgefelected Wotwa dbile of spontaneous

andGelit (Qu'ttir Amdst) kabile of organized resettlement sites.

The fieldwork took a total of 18 weeks. It was artdken in two rounds. The first round lasted
from July 21 till September 19, 2010. During thimé: paving situations to gain entry to the
study area, establishing rapport and gatheringlinasi@formation through informal interviews
about the research theme were done. The secondl rieeidwork was undertaken from
January16 to April 15. In this period, the intendizda were collected employing the methods
mentioned below.



1.6.1 The Research Site Selection

The research site was selected for various rea3twed/Varadawas selected for the reason that
the researcher experienced the area during thesIr@8@ttlement programme. After the failure
of that programme, the site was closed and destmtetwas thought to be unsuitable for living
and farming. However, the researcher learnt tr@eWHhrada notwithstanding its ‘hostility’ for
human beings, become home area for many. The abaddesettlement sites in tNéarada
were reestablished by the spontaneous resettlers wheegied to live since 2001. Following
the spontaneous resettlement, the government ladnicltra-regional resettlement programme
since 2003. The area, therefore, became residemcdifferent ethnic groups who resettled

through spontaneous and state-sponsored schemes.

The second reason that compelled the researchmmutuct the study in the selected site was
the far-reaching socio-economic changes of theida After 2003, the wirdda became surplus
producer of rice and sesame which are new agri@llfwoduces not accustomed in the zone. In
addition to the study &vada the zone itself became the destination for in-migrants from the

north of the country.

In 2008 clashes between the spontaneous resetttetsthe host community resulted in
compelling out the resettlers who had been livmile’enit Shasha éivida for eight years. The
clash happened in theinida where majority of the Me’enit, the same indigeoommunity in
this study, resides.

In addition to the spontaneous resettlement, teeareher experienced multilingual resettlers
inhabit in the viirdda in particular and the zone in general. As altethe researcher wanted to
know if there is significant difference and simitgarbetween the spontaneous and organized
resettlers and why these differences are exhibited.



1.6.2 Data Collection Methods

In order to realize the research objectives, thsgarch employed the following data collection

methods.

The first and widely employed method walsservation This method was utilized in order to
obtain information on the day-to-day activitiesloé farmer households, labor organization, and
other livelihood strategies of the actors. It wdsoadone through the examination of the
villages’ structure, the social structures of spoebus and organized resettlement, and the host

community as well.

Interviews: in-depth interviews were held with the selected camity elites, dignitaries,
religious leaders and elderly people. In orderdntify the issues of focus and the resourceful
people, | employed informal interviews with divegseople from the zone to théldéle level to
identify key informants. In the end | preferred pkeofrom both resettlement schemes who
pioneered resettlement sites, the local and KAbgle Association) who involved in local
governance and mediation. Semi-structured intervias also employed witharida office of
security, experts at th&%rdda Rural Development and Food Security Office, BenddiiMone
Tourism and Communication Desk, Rural Development &ood Security Bureau and the

Zone Police.

Using interview, information on livelihood strategi i.e. means of access to resources,
ecological change, labor organization, criminalivétoes, social security and conflict in the

wirdda and the targetikiles were dealt.

Case studywas conducted with six individuals. Two of themravédrom organized and three

from spontaneous resettlers of different socio-eaun and gender backgrounds, and one from
the host community. This was intended to reconsthausehold story, coping strategies,
decision-making process, livelihood strategies, meeaf access to resources, comparison
between the two schemes, relationship within thedgeneous community and others outside

it, food security status, livelihood diversificatiaon household basis. The case studies were



collected through open, formal and informal discwss and frequent visit. Unless it is stated

with consent, real names of informants are not.used

Surveywas employed to supplement data gathered throuaglitative method to compare both
resettlement schemes using quantitative data. S0 esllect the data, two #iles, one from
each scheme, were selected using purposive samplege Kbiles were Wotwa and Qu'ttir
Amaist (Gelit) which represent spontaneous and orgdnigsettlement schemes respectively.
The resettlement sites were selected for the retismdreach was the first resettlement site for
the respective scheme. Out of the five village8n(irs) in Wotwa Kibile three were selected
using simple random sampling method. The villagasmely areCodit, Giorgis and Qu'ttir
Hulet The sample households from the selectgélotiles were selected proportional to the
household number of each village. Accordingly, ample households from each Gbdit and

Qu'ttir Hulet, and 25 fronGiorgis were selected.

On the other handQu'ttir Amdst has three villagegMdndir/Go’tts). From each village
/ménddr/ 15 households were selected for the research gergdnough the number of the total
population is 182 for the purpose of ensuring taBdity of the data collected, | decided to
increase the number of sample households. The \sutherefore, included 110 sample
households of which 65 are spontaneous and 45siatesored resettlers. Out of the total
sample household heads, 5 from the spontaneous! d&aim organized were not found to
respond. As a result, the analysis of the surveg @aconcentrated only on the valid 101
sample households. The sample population was sdléglctough systematic random technique
using the tax payers list of the respectivilod{e administrations. The questionnaire, which was
a combination of closed and open-ended questingsijred topics such as sex, age, family size,
landholding size, production strategy, annual ineprivestock raring, labour organization,

push and pull factors, off-farming activities arttier related issue’s.

! The Questionnaire is attached in annex Il



Three enumerators (a female and 2 male) were emgltmyadminister the questionnaire. They
were given a half-day explanation on how to adnnithe questionnaire. All the enumerators
are residents in the Mida who have exposure to the resettlement. TheBAr&olders in
Educational Management, Management and Sociologhe survey was conducted from
January 10-March 20, 2011.

Focus group discussion{FGD) was also conducted with both types of remettand the host
Me’enit communities. It was intended to get infotioa for some of the data that seem to be
blurred and may not be fully collected from thedepth interviews. It served to discuss
controversial issues such as land tenure, landisitiqn strategies, conflict, and interaction
within and outside community, social institutionadatheir function among the resettling
community. The focus groups comprised people froiffierént ethnicity, categories of
resettlement, age, sex and occupational statusegpdrticipants. In so doing, it was attempted
to make all the participants have equal opportuimitthe discussion. Theikile leaders of the
identified villages were organized as one sepdf@B in each sample site. Two FGDs were
conducted in each resettlement schemes and onethernost Me’enit community. In each
FGD, 8-10 discussants were recruited. Researgbtasswas engaged here as a secretary. In
some FGDs recording was not permitted. Therefoggther with the assistant, | tried to note

some crucial ideas. Each FGD was transcribed imahegli after the discussion.

Document Analysis: The researcher has also made use of the existiitggnvdocuments to
examine the changes in demography, socio-econamdic@tural practices of the research area.
The researcher also analyzed documents from tiwil&k Administrations (KAs),Wdirdda
Agriculture and Food Security Office, Justice Gdficand Bench-Maji Zone Trade and
Investment Bureau, Zone andimida Police; Tourism and communication, and Rural

Development Bureaus.

1.7 Methods of Data Analysis

Data collected from different sources were orgahered analyzed to explore differential socio-
economic and adaptive strategies of both resettiensehemes. Narration of historical

incidences, description of events and direct qumiat from FGDs and interviews were



employed. Concerning the data gathered throughegwamd demographic enumerations, simple

quantitative analysis techniques i.e. percentagdraguency distributions were employed.

All the data were used to make comparison betwéenorganized and the spontaneous
resettlers. This was done in order to bring abadfferéntial livelihood and adaptive strategies
employed by the resettlers in both schemes. Thi/sisavas done in triangulating the data
collected through different methods.

1.8 Field Experience
| arrived at the research area for the first timduly 2010. At that time, | brought official lette
from the Mizan-Tepi University to the Zone Agriaulé and Rural Development Office. Via the
Zone Agriculture office | was given entrance letter the research d#éda. | gave it to
Gurafarda Wrada Agriculture and Rural Development Office and daded an entrance letter
to the research sites. | encountered challengethéreason that the resettlement issue was
related to corruption among the leaders of thgidsla administration. As a result, the then
officers were under investigation by the FederaliAorruption and Ethics Bureau. Therefore,
no one was liable to entertain the issue of myaetetopic. A friend of mine who is working in
the wirdda advised me to change the topic. | insistenttieamored to convince them by saying
that my work had no relationship with the corruptinvestigation.

As a result of the incidence, this issue of gettpags to the dbiles was prolonged until
September. After having had my courses in AAU, anuary, | returned back to my research
area. Until that time, the issue was thought taubuchable for some. However, | decided to
persist on doing my research. Then, | identifieg kdormants through gathering information
through informal interactions with people at diffet level. Another abrupt impeding incidence
happened. Teachers of theirida had a strike for the reason that their deseatd@hip)
allowance was seized by the regional authorityfordmerly put teachers in to my proposal as
guide personnels in each site. As a result, | hmdme to assist me in the selectedbiles.
Searching for other options, | established relatiotin the Warada Civil Service Office. The

office is recently established having mandate anMKibile managers. | was given letters for



Berji, Kuja, Wotwa and Qu'ttir Ariist Kibile managers to facilitate the necessary conditions
required for the research. Then, | began estahlishew partnership with the managers and
Kibile Associations members (KAs). Having done thig,tasth assistance researchers, began
seeking those key informants. Establishing rappath them, | got passport to get in to every

site with my co-researcher.

Having finished the first round challenge, | passado the second part in Wotwa. It is the
sample kbile where the first spontaneous resettlers reside.al highly populousdbile in the
wirdda and divided in to five émdirs (sub-villages). These resettlers were thoughthay
political authorities of the fivdda as transferences of “illegal” resettlers. Thenef in the
beginning, | was suspected as a spy of the govarntoehand over information about the
‘illegal” resettlers. For this reason, most of thesettlers were not willing to give us
information. Changing the strategy, | participaiadchurch service (liturgy) at St. Giorgis
Church on 29 of January. This was the first successful trusiding strategy through which |
got recognition from the whole community of theible. Believers from all the villages
gathered there at every'28ay of every Ethiopian month. The day is the commtion of St.
Georges the martyr. It was the day | participatethe mahbr at the church yard. They trusted
me for | was introduced to the entire communitytlg arch priest of the dsda. This was also
the moment | had first observation on the socialcstire between the clergymen and believers

of the religion.

On March 14, | went t&elit (Qu'ttir Amyist) which is the sampleikile where the first state-
organized resettlers settled. Thibie is about 20 Km away from Biftu (theavida principal).
Therefore, | along with my co researcher, haveaed by taxi up to Berji junction (about 8Km
from Biftu) then walk about 12 km downward to Geht this time, key informants were made
ready for the interview. Then, | with the assisamd the extension workers selected focus
group discussants. A day after, all the extensiorkers of health and agriculture were given
orientation about my research topic and the metredployed. With their request, we all
gathered at night and had a briefing about theesuquestionnaire. They agreed to collect data
in their Yelimat Buddin (development group), (Gelit is deddinto three Yelimat Budin).



Message was sent to dHe Kibile Administration committee for FGD. | was giveneey

document | inquired.

In the end, with the help of my guide person, tkeltlh extension worker, | contacted with the
Me’enit community living isolated from the settlirgppulation. | then, returned back to the
Zone Police, Rural Development Office, and thérdla Rural Development Office, Food
Security Office and Security Office. Until | retwth back to Addis Ababa in April, | stayed at

Mizan-Teferi refining the remnant data.

The data collection procedure was adjourned onlApxi 2011. Then except the remnant data
that were leftover mistakenly during the data aditen time, since April 30, the writing of the
research was commenced.

1.9 Organization of the Research Paper

The research is organized in five chapters. Th& fihapter deals with introduction which
discusses background of the study, statement girtidem, the research questions, objectives
of the study, significance of the study, scope landation of the research, the research method,
field experience and organization of the researapep Related literature and theoretical
framework was dealt in the second chapter. Desonf the study area was given in the third
chapter. The following chapter is data analysiscivhis obtained from the fieldwork. In this
chapter, it was attempted to comparatively inveséighe livelihood and adaptive strategies of
the resettlers. The host-resettlers relation wss given due regard herein. The last chapter is
concerned with conclusions drawn from the resefinclings. Following the conclusion, it was

attempted to forward recommendations to the res@eparties.



CHAPTER TWO

1. Review of Related Literature and Theoretical Framewrk

In this section it was attempted to explore theknafrscholars who had studies in the research
theme. It is divided in to subsections in accoréawih the crux of this study. In the end the

theoretical framework is depicted.

2.1 Literature Review

In this sub chapter an attempt was made to complevant literature written by different
scholars. It comprises the global and national B&pee and goes to the livelihood and adaptive
strategies and the relationship of resettlemerit thi¢ social and the physical environment.

2.1.1 Global Experience of Resettlement: Spontaneous &
Organized

Resettlement is a worldwide rural development poliractice, particularly in developing

countries, each undertaking the program underpheific motives of its own (Oberai, 1988:5).

Oberai stating the global objective of resettlemsatd that “The common aim for the
resettlement undertaking in most countries, howegeto raise income and living standard of
the rural population, which each country may seelattain the goal under its own specific
approach” (Ibid).

As it is one of the developing countries, Brazi eanployed resettlement. According to Helena
and Henrique, “colonization in Brazil has followedany different models, varying from
completely private schemes, through a combinatibrprovate interests with government
support, to purely government sponsored types” §198L7). When initiated by private
interests, profit had been the main motive. Thesawhofficial colonization in Brazil were to:
provide land to the landless, control illegal mtgra, strengthen national frontier, and reunion
abundant natural resources including land and labdhbe objective for the dislocation of

people was to improve the living conditions foraiwvorkers (lbid: 319).



In Peru, it was hoped that colonization of Amazore$t would absorb a significant proportion
of population increment in the country (Carpio, 89855). Despite the 10% increase in the size
of population living in the colonized areas, thgHtand forest failed to constitute a major

alternative for human settlement because of thef@asibility of the land for cultivation (Ibid).

Likewise, in Philippines, resettlement project vd@signed with dual objectives of assimilation

of the cultural minorities and utilization of undélized frontier areas (Padaranga, 1988: 130).
The political objective of the program, howeverdharned out into host-settler population

hostility and conflict, even leading to the rise Mbislim separatist movement in the country
(Ibid).

In the United Republic of Tanzania, government-spoad resettlement program has aimed at
both increasing the material wellbeing of the seftlopulation and social revolution in the rural
areas through producer's cooperatives. Relatitbeset objectives, however, the country has
little success stories because of defective plapnpoor site selection, forceful relocation,
inefficient marketing and poor transportation faigis (Maro, 1988: 237).

From these states practices, one can generalizeeigtlement programmes have been used for
different purposes from conserving the environntendugh maintaining the wellbeing of the
resettled population to minimizing population prees However the mentioned governments

endeavoured to attain the diverse objectives,ewtdf them end up with failure.

2.1.2 Resettlement History in Ethiopia: Spontaneous and
Organized

In earlier times, resettlement in Ethiopia involvedort-distance migration with increased
population pressure and decline in land fertility.later years, many resettlements involved
long-distance migration (Eshetu and Teshome 1928:1Kassahun stated that population
movement that assumes different forms of orgamundtave been taking place in Ethiopia. The
same author, referring to Clay and Holcomb (198&jtes that the population movement in the
country took place since the turn of thé"k@ntury which were effected through resettiement



in south where the origin being situated in thetmdKassahun,2000:130). From the very
history of resettlement in Ethiopia the directio self initiated and then organized

resettlements have been a march from the Northet®&outh and South west.

In the mid 28' century, due to the construction of roads and labiity of truck and bus
services, migrants could travel for seasonal laldoucash cropping areas, and were able to
move easily to settle in the forest areas notablthe southwest, involving both short-distance
and long-distance migration (Wood, 1982; Piguet Badkhurst, 2009:6). Piguet & Pankhurst
extend that the flow of North-South/ Southwest viaslitated through better communication
and transport. For this reason, migrants couldesiaormation, knowledge, experience and
opportunities so as to influence, sponsor relatared other potential migrants in the area they
came from, thereby intensifying migratory flow @br). This has never been altered till this
time. Since the Hailessillassie regime, not onlgréganeous but also state-sponsored resettlers

have been displaced from the north and resettléteisouth and Southwest of the country.

2.1.3 The 1980s Derg’s Resettlement: Objectives and

Implementation

Resettlement Planning and Practice during the Degwithstanding the problems of
resettlement practices in the pre-revolutionaryidgtia, was continued as one of the top priority
issues in rural development. The rationale behihd growing importance of planned
resettlement program as a rural development omtfdhe Derg had been encompassing multi
dimensional goals. These include economic, soeblogical and political agendas (Wood
1983, Pankhurst 1990, Alemneh, 1990). From ecaddgioint of view, relocating people from
populous areas to the sparsely populated lowlasdgel as to the Southwestern highland was
seen as a measure to relieve the problem of pepedegsource imbalance in the former area
(Alemneh, 1990:175).

Having such overt and connotative motives, the Derggime had continuously moved into

the plan until the mid 1980's. The programme wassified under "large—scale", "low cost" and



integrated schemes. About 600,000 people weretlexbeh the country, in which, about 81
percent of the total relocatees were held in theteva part of the country: llubabor,aMiga
and Kifa (Alemneh, 1990: 175).

According to Alemneh, the programme led to massieforestation and enhanced further
degradations both in the area of origin and theimssn (1990:178). Alemneh (1990) and
Pankhurst (1990) showed that the resettlement anodry and large has failed to achieve its
fundamental objective, i.e. the improvement of maitve capacity of the peasant in the
country. Politically, the practice was argued atamized, enforced, i.e., without informed
decision-making power of the resettler and caroietdby political cadres (Pankhurst, 2004: 13).

Generally, the resettlement programme of the Deag wot well planned and implemented
swiftly; characterized by low productivity, denieflinternational political support and failed in
most of its multifaceted objectives including ewwvimental, social, economic and political
aspects (Dessalegn 2003, Gebre 2004, Pankhurs}t. 1990

2.1.4 The Intra-Regional Resettlement of 2003-5: Objecties and

Implementation

EPDRF, despite its initial critique on the previoresettlement programmes as politically

motivated techniques of the regime, before commgdwer, has been launching resettlement
schemes in the country since 2003 (Pankhurst ageeRi2009). The reason for employing the
new resettlement scheme was frequent food insgcamid famine, land degradation, drought,

high population pressure, small farm size and ksafiess (FDRE, 2003: 6). To minimize the
possible persistent impacts of the problems, Hesgipbeople from disaster prone areas flee to
western and southwestern parts of the country whewilized and leftover land is abundant

(Ibid: 1).

Accordingly, the main objective of the current ategional resettlement programme was stated

as “enabling the chronically drought prone, popslareas and food insecure households attain



food self-sufficiency through improved access tadla(lbid). In this program, about 440,000
household units comprising 2.2 million people weéneended to be relocated within four
regions; Tigrai, Amhara, Oromiya and Southern NeidNationalities and Peoples Region
(SNNPR) regions recruiting 40,000; 200,000; 100,@d@ 100,000 households respectively
(Ibid).

The design of the current program was put to berdift from the last two regimes in that:

(a) It rested on the voluntary option of the potentaittlers (b) it is

implemented at intra-regional level (c) the setlerould retain their

land use right and other immovable properties &irtlarea of origin

up to three years of their initial relocation. (&nd, the settlers are

optionally given the right to return to their ared origin within this

period. The initiation of the current resettlem@nbgram also rested

on four pillars: the availability of ‘underutilizedand’, voluntary

option by potential settlers, consultation of th@sthhcommunity and

proper preparation (FDRE, 2002: 5-6).
The Pillars of the EPRDF Programme, therefore, aotuntarism, the availability of
underutilized land, consultation with the host commities and assurance of the existence of

minimum infrastructure at the destination site (§&®un, 2003:13-14).

The programme has its own distinctive implementastrategy completely different from the
Derg’'s scheme. It was intended to alleviate intanie clashes among the resettlers and the
host population, through undertaking of the progremwithin the regions. However, in
SNNPR with the existence of more than 56 ethniagso(Awoke, 2007: 6), the programme
was found to be inconvenient to implement at regjidevel. Therefore, it appeared to be
missing the essence and peculiarity of intra-regliem. In due course, it was learnt that the
programme had deficit from the stage of resettleegruitment, voluntarism-offering real
options of the resettlement sites, and exaggergiesmises of support. When the
implementation of the pillars of the new resettlaims examined, it appeared to be naive to fit
to what was declared. The scholars who exploreddbettiement programme asserted that it
has missed part of what was meant to be. Among Pankhurst stated that the programme as:
“though not outright coercion like the Derg’s sclegntcommitted indirect compulsion and
inducement” (2009: 146ff).



2.1.5 Livelihood Strategies

Livelihood is a wider word which comprises many exdp of a society. Livelihood could be
defined as a means of meeting people’s needs (H2¢(16: 24). A livelihood is often
conceptualized as “incomes in cash and in kindweB as the social institutions (kin, family,
compound, village) gender relations, property sghgquired to support and sustain a given
standard of living” (Ellis, 1998: 4). This includethe accessibility of, and benefits derived
from, public services like education, health, roaglater, and related infrastructure. Livelihood
approaches involve a conceptual shift from anatyzural people as smallholder farmers to a
much broader understanding (Murray, 2002 in Chimih&wHulme, 2006).

It also comprises the social structure which rypebple employ in their day-to-day life. It is
called livelihood network. A livelihood network wadefined as spatially extended social
contacts that a household utilizes to provide imi@ion, guidance, support, and material help in
making a living or dealing with adversity (HajduQ@:30). Therefore, livelihood and its

network is implemented through strategies.

‘Livelihood strategies’ is an overarching term thaffers to the range and combination of activities
and choices that people make in order to achieedr tivelihood goals (DFID, 1999). Put
differently,

Livelihood strategies are dynamic processes in lwigeople combine diverse
activities to meet their various needs at differaithes, and as coping
mechanisms to respond to surprises. Some socdsigdop livelihood strategies
in order to cope with uncertainty and vulnerabilitg the process building and
maintaining resilience. Often, vulnerable commusiticope through risk-
spreading diversification into several non-corr@dtsources of income. They
also invest in building social capital, which prdes safety nets in times of stress
(Wang et. al.2010:438).

The SLF (Sustainable Livelihood Framework) positsideholds make a living by using five
types of assets (natural, physical, human, samml,financial) in an environment influenced by
institutional and structural factors. It identifiesinerability as a key factor that households seek
to manage (Ellis, 2001:7 in Chimhowu, 2006: 729;l&€sillassie, 2004:52).



Rural dwellers who do not diversify their livelihd@ctivities are vulnerable to disaster. Dieci
and Viezoli asserted that “The lack of off-farmieaities is one of the problems associated with

the poor performance or failure of resettlemengpromes in rural areas” (1992:30).

According to SLF, diversification of subsistencestsyn is essential to cope up with the threats
that the displacees encounter when they leave plege of origin and during the reconstruction
process in the resettlement environmé@nt.the other handack of employment opportunities in
most resettlement schemes does not provide opgibegifor non-farm employment. Though
farmers in organized or spontaneous resettlemdr@nses having the land allotted to a family
not sufficient for sharing with the settlers, didtrhave a say over production decisions and
control over the fruits of their labour (DIFD, 1998llis, 2000; Francis, 2001 and Murray, 2002
in Chimhowu, 2006:730). Children when they reacblestence, seeking other alternatives for
sustaining becomes necessary. If the younger giemeia far from getting the opportunity to
engage in non-farm activities, it is forced to at@m the resettlement area. As a result, this
poses one of the major challenges to resettlentegrganmes (Oberai 1992:88-89). This deals
with the opportunity of the future generation. Tiescalled as sustainable development i.e.
economic progress without depleting the resourstéch the future generation may indulge,

for the sake of momentary developmental endeavor.

2.1.6 Adaptive Strategies

Adaptive strategies, according to Barlett, areghert term choice of individuals within wider
group as adjustment to their environment (1980: f548affese, accentuating the
interrelatedness of environment, resettlers antd cmamunity, states that the success or failure
of resettlement programme depends on how the setdan best adapt to their new
environment, the degree of social bond with thet lpopulation and the pace at which they
become self-sufficient (2007:30). When migrant®cate in markedly differing environments,

considerable adaptations in life-style are requ{falgge, 1981: 208).

According to Mengistu, resettlement in Ethiopiaher non-planned or organized processes in
many regions led to physical environmental adagtatind cultural assimilation (1992:412).

Therefore, both resettlement schemes, regardleshenf type and place of origin of the



resettlers, would have to adapt and assimilatbeéddcal situations. Not only the resettlers, but
also the host community has to either accommodass©milate with the incoming new socio-

economic practices which they have never come acros

Concerning the adaptability of the resettlers, deséferring to Wood (1981), states that “the
most important factor that determines the proceksreeestablishment is the extent of
environmental and cultural changes encounteredhéydsettlers at the new home area; and is
related to the distance factor. Cultural and emwitental changes may increase with the
distance travelled away from one’s original abo@B&sfa 1990: 16). Therefore, he indicates
that resettlement from short distances, are likelgresent less adaptation problems than those
move long distances. The latter, according to #messource, are likely to bring considerable

cultural and environmental adaptation problem$&oresettlerglbid).

Identifying the target of studying peasants’ prdcc employing adaptive strategies, Barlett
asserts as follows:

The goals for the study of adaptive strategies eagants agricultural
production are: (a) careful description of currestrategies and the
diversity within those choice, (b) determinationttué variable conditions
that create and reinforce those diverse strategied clarification of the
causal priority of some variables over others; aftj implications of
those choices as they affect both current agricaltehange and long-
term adaptive process of agricultural change (1%3@©).

Accordingly, the resettlers from diverse backgraioduld devise different adaptation system
through decisions from the choices that they hdneady accumulated throughout their former
experience and/or from the learnt local strategiethe indigenous people. The weather, the
cultural practices and the socio-economic systemghe new area is discrepant to the
experience the resettlers owed to. Therefore gthigils new strategy to fit to the new social and
physical environment. According to Gebre, voluntaegettlers would have readjusted or
adapted better and sooner than the involuntarkese(R002:45).

2.1.7 Voluntary-Involuntary Controversy

The concept of voluntary-involuntary spatial chamgay take us to what Gebre (2004: 106),

has conceptualized the term "population movemddé#'.identified four major types on the



bases of the degree of decision-making freedomcisest by the migrant population and the
causes for the movement. These include voluntaigyded-voluntary, involuntary or forced
migration, and compulsory-voluntary migration. Heontnued describingvoluntary

resettlement occurs when the willingness to leawva original home area, and the power to

make informed and free relocation decision by #lecatees (ibid).

In induced—voluntary movement, despite the fact that the migrants raairdecision-making
power, the fact on which their decision is based analyzed is provided by other agencies
(Gebre, 2004:106; Piguet and Pankhurst: 2004:8Zdmpulsory—voluntary migration on the
other hand occurs when people face forced changéhaif place of origin because of
desperation or frustrationnvoluntary migration refers to forcible uprooting of peoplerh
their original place of residence (Gebre2003: §Y}his case, there would not be an option that
one can return to his original area in case there ¢ghange of mind by the victim. Involuntary

displacement is the movement of people with coer{igebre, 2004:106).

Though the current state-organized resettlement thvasght to be based on voluntarism,
scholars conducted research on the programme tedid¢hat there was mild coercion during
implementation (Pankhurst, 2009:146ff).

The state-sponsored resettlers are thought to éeexb but there might also be in spontaneous

resettlement scheme in one of the two: inducedopailsory voluntariness.

2.1.8 Land Tenure System

According to Oberai, land tenure system can benddfas rights and obligations with respect to
acquisition and use of agricultural land, and #aai determinant of the size and distribution of
agricultural incomes. Land tenure may also be éefias "the institutional (social, political and

economic) arrangements through which individualsl @ommunities gain access to the
productive capabilities of land” (1992:89).



Oberai argues that even though there should beuaeskland tenure system for resettlers, there
must be some restrictions in order not to allowréeettlers to sell and become landless and to
subdivide the land among their heirs, which makesland holding uneconomical. Under any

land tenure system, equity and security are esddattors for resettlers. The resettlers have to

be clear about the new environment and the situdtiat awaits them there (1992).

During resettlement programmes, not only the riessttout also the host communities land
tenure and land use strategy ought to be considiré&thiopia according to Gebre, the lands of
shifting cultivators continue to be appropriateddese their customary tenure rights are not
recognized (2003: 60). Land, in many resettlemdéessis a centrifugal force where every
conflict emanates from. Natural resources; wateazigg land or farmland, all are anchored to

land.

2.1.9 Factors Affecting the Success of Resettlement Pragnmes

A number of prerequisites are necessary if ruraétttement schemes are to be successfully
implemented. Many scholars identified factors théght have impact on the success or failure
of resettlement schemes. These include realisticrhg, availability of suitable land, adequate
water supplies, sufficient capital, organizatioaald administrative skills, and a sympathetic
settler population which will cooperate in the ksgttent venture. Deficiency in one or more of
these basics will clearly prejudice the successkeicution of schemes. Therefore, it is useful to
examine the requisites in more details for the essiul implementation of resettlement
schemes, and to elaborate upon some of the sec@pmic or environmental factors that have
periodically thwarted their outright success (Rqgg@81: 202). The following are taken as

prime factors that could affect the success ofélsettlement schemes.

Recruitment of appropriate resettlersis a crucial prelude for the success of the progna.
According to Dieci and Viezoli recruitment of retbets is very difficult to sketch a general
formula. However, it is preferable if resettlers @amployed on the basis of commitment, capital
and experience in agriculture and/or commerce (B¥2In addition to cautious selection of
resettlers, Oberai (1992) asserts that the ressetibeve to be provided with clear information on

tenure rights to land, housing, and overall envinental condition of the new site.



The size of landholdingis another factor that attracts the resettlerer@ilrites two principles
in determining land holding size.

The farms must be large enough to provide resetidgth a standard of

living higher than what they had in their areasooigin but not very much

higher and farms must not be larger than that thgettlers can. The farm

size must vary with the type of crop, market caoost social
characteristics, technological changes and manageroapacities of the

resettlers. Land allotted to resettlers must beiegant to the labour of

each family to provide them with adequate incon®92196).

According to Oberai, land allotment should be, accadance with the labour power and the

capacity of a household to expand and diversifylpces.

In addition to landholdindabour recruitment is one of the factors that can have impact on the
efficiency of household productivity. This could hli®ne through social networks. Social
network, according to Boissevian, is “A system @ftions which persons use to achieve their
ends (1973: Viii). Adding on this idea, Woldesias asserts that the individuals are embedded
in a social network (1996:41).The society usings testablished network could engage in

coordinated manner to tackle hardship and advanpeoductivity.

Tension betweeResettlers and indigenous populationghe hostility of the host communities
towards resettlers is a threat of resettlement rarages. Woldesillassie clearly stated the
perception of host communities toward resettlefobows:

The host communities expect to be beneficiariesn frarovision of
infrastructure and social services designed for tiesettlers. If their
expectations are not met, the attitudes of hosty tv& more hostile
towards resettlement schemes. Hence, to minimizitiate and create a
common interest in the success of resettlementg@mages, planning for
the provision of economic and social services nalgt into account the
needsof the host and the resettled population (2004:580)

Gebre, in his research conducted &itdidel resettlement sites, has made known that the hos
population was hit by sharp income decline and eomsve food scarcity caused by
unprecedented change in the livelihood stratedi¢iseohost community. As a result this author



revealed that the host community’s land tenureesysvas changed from communal control of
land to private control, leasing land, and sellivgpd 2003: 59).

The degree of resettlement success is also detdminy good management and
administration. This could help the resettlement programmes Isscau can harness the
potential resources of different government depantisi and other institutions. Moreover, the
resettlement programme is related to land developnviich lends itself to an integrated type
of development process. Successful implementatiadheoprogramme is the result of effective
coordination between the agency in charge of fdesetint and other agencies involved such as
health, planning, education, public works and,agdtural and rural affairs (Cook and Mukendi
1994).

Another duty of management of the resettlementegtojs preparing the resettlers for the
gradual transfer of responsibility from resettlemagencies to the resettlers from the outset.
"Otherwise, a dangerous relationship of dependeneay arise and agency resources may
become tied up in a limited number of permanentlyesvised schemes" (Oberai, 1992:102). It
is up to the implementing agency to prepare andwage the resettlers to take over the
responsibility of self administration. Neglectingetcommunity of resettlers in implementing
the resettlement has contributed to project failureLiberia (Cook and Mukendi 1994;

Chambers, 1969). Therefore, administrative strectamd capacity to plan and execute the
programme play an important role in the projecttess in enabling the resettlers self-sufficient

in production and administration.

Ecological problemsinclude serious environmental hazards such as dagdadation, loss of
wildlife and loss of forest resources. Land degtiadais loss of soil and water, loss of soll
nutrients and biological degradation (Dessaleg03248-44, Oberai, 1992:92).

Cook analyzing the environment and resettlementsiekates as follows:
The problems of environment and settlement in &face well known.
There is a rapid upward population growth, whichrisreasingly putting
pressure on limited resources such as agricultdesdd. Wherever the
people settle they must utilize the local resourdé® problem becomes
serious when utilization of these resources is lpwith poor
management practices found in many African cousitrielhus



environmental degradation, population growth andtlement cannot be

divorced from each other (1994:209)
Environmental changes lead to loss of soil coveit, erosion, and destruction of agricultural
land, which drastically affect crop yields. Cookdafalloux argue that environment and
resettlement in Africa are characterized by the atmaphic explosion, the imbalance
distribution between population and natural resesirand the fragile tropical ecosystems of
Africa (1994:2-3). Therefore, these broader issienild be addressed; and different strategies
have to be devised to tackle the problems. Avertivg risks of environmental degradation
should not be the concern of environmentalists ealbat also other specialists in different
disciplines contribute their share since no asméclife could benefit from the increasing

environmental crises.

In general, relative to the set objectives, howekhiopia has little success history because of
defective planning, poor site selection, forcefalocation, inefficient marketing and poor
transportation facilities, absence of adequateitcet loans, inaccessibility and absence of
alternative sources of employment outside of afjuicel (Maro, 1988: 237 and Oberai, 1988:

16). The shortcomings are still persistent.

2.1.10 Spontaneous Versus Organized Resettlement

There are two divergent types of resettlement:q@drand self-organized resettlement. Planned
resettlement can be defined as “the movement gblpdoom one area to another through the
intervention of governments and other institutionators. Self-organized resettlement is the

movement of people from one area to another withmtitutional intervention” (Oberai, 1992).

Directed settlement is a scheme, which is organaetisponsored by governments (Pankhurst
and Piguet, 2004: 10). It is also called plannetfleseent; often entails a high degree of

government involvement including in selection désj provision of services and financial aid.



As a result, government sponsored resettlementlags disadvantage of being costly (Oberai,
1992:104).

Resettlement could be viewed as the self-spongeratso called spontaneous resettlement or
‘self-organized’ voluntary small-scale resettlensenthey are not sponsored by governments
and are not planned settlements (Nelson, 19731W. World Bank study of 1978 indicated
that nearly 75 percent of rural land resettlememiue to spontaneous resettlement showing that
the vast majority of resettlement takes place byskbold decision without the need of
governments’ interference (Ibid:15). “Self-orgamzeesettlement does not mean random and
unplanned but it involves systematic cooperatiamben early migrants and those who follow”
(Kassahun, 2003: 15).

The main problem of spontaneous resettlement kkdacommunity services and facilities, un-
supervised farming, unproved land management reguhvironmental problems. However, in
self-organized resettlement, there is a systencatperation between early migrants and those
who follow and usually it takes place where develept has been initiated by others (Oberai,
1992:105). Spontaneous resettlements are usudlbneed by direct resettlement, sometimes in
the wake of forest exploitation, sometimes in adeaof government investments in the area,

and sometimes simply by clearing a small part afegoment-owned forest (Nelson, 1973:97).

Pertaining to comparative view in spontaneous @ganized resettlements, Kassahun (2000)
has shown us an indicative experience carriedrodifierent countries in Africa. He indicated
that both resettlement schemes have their stremagithshortcomings which differ from place to
place. Kuhlman in Kassahun (2000:127) states thajahized settlers are doomed to failure
and are highly artificial communities devoid of @ubmy and subject to the control of camp
authorities”. Gaim and Chmbers in Kassahun reveal that depepderatality is commonly
observed in organized resettlement than among apeots settlers (2000:128). They also
made known that the number of refugees settlechein bwn in Africa is greater than those in

planned schemes.



In addition to the above, other scholars who cotetlaesearch affirmed that voluntary
spontaneous migration, i.e. resettlement resutidthphazard manner initiated and undertaken
by people on their own accord, is more effectivantthe planned settlement programmes
(Pankhurst 1992: 11). As a result, planners haugetimes been of the opinion that the process
of opening up the frontier areas through migratgirould be left to the voluntary and

spontaneous choice of individuals (Oberai, 1992.104

At the seminar on Rural Refugees in Africa heldatsha in 1976, it was concluded that "non-
organized settlements have a better chance of @awel self-reliance and self-management

while avoiding the dependence mentality which hésnobeen found in organized settlements”

(Gaim, 1985, quoted by Wijbrandi, 1986, in Kuhim2000: 128)

On the other side, those who support organizedesetht (e.g. Rogge, 1981 in Kassahun,
2000:128), views unplanned settlement as unreal® the other hand, the same author views
organized resettlement ...ensuring land tenure. Qirggonent Wijibrandi 1986 in Kassahun,

in his study conducted in Sudan, asserted thatélrgd settlements are fared far better than

spontaneous settlements” (2000: 129).

These studies indicate that the success and faslsues vary from place to place. This might be

of differential socio-economic strategies the st adapt so as to fit to a particular milieu.

Comparing the objectives of the state-sponsoredtamdelf-sponsored resettlements, Kassahun
describes that “Resettlement undertaken by indalgllgroups and communities on their own is
mainly aimed at securing better opportunities imne&v environment, where as state-sponsored
moves the underlying reasons could be a mix ofrgite at realizing the ‘public good’ and or
implementing priorities laid down by political reges” (2000: 125).

When refugees relocate in markedly differing enwinents, considerable adaptations in life-
style are required (Rogge, 1981: 208). Resettlerthé research area are diverse in socio-
economic, cultural and linguistic aspects. Theswantteristics of resettlers might have brought
about disparity in their livelihood style and th@ywf physical environment adaptation to the

local people and even among the resettlers thesselv



2.1.11 The Host Community

Gebre, focusing on the host community, has wriienarticle stating the host community as

‘unnoticed losers’. In this article, the author Is&®wn us that resettlement programmes during
the Derg regime abused the rights of the host camiynuHe adds that the host communities

often encountered the same impoverishment as desgdado. Hence, searching for a model
suitable to investigate the challenges of the hosimunity due to the resettlement

programmes, he found that Cernea’s IRR model ralei@ analyze the situation of the host

population as most of the variables identified by tmodel are also manifested in their

experience. He reasoned that this model was englmyehe scholars lack any other pertinent

conceptual framework to analyze the implicationsesettiement for the receiving populations

(2003: 59).

From the point of view of the abovementioned saslthe host community was the ‘unseen

loser in resettlement programmes. Both the orgahiand the spontaneous resettlement
schemes were seen not giving due regard to th@-sconomic and cultural practices of the

host community. This was not only identified in tresettlers but also in the planners and

sponsors of the project too. To mitigate the cimajée the host population should take part in the
programme from planning to implementation. In tesse, Scudder mentions the meaning that
the involvement of the local people brings for timplementation as follows:

Involving the host population has two meanings. @nauitilizing the

“indigenous knowledge" of the hosts during projgdanning and

implementation. The other is physically incorpangtithe hosts within the
settlement project if they so wish, or protectihgit land rights if they

wish to remain outside the project. Time and agseitlements are
planned and implemented without adequate informatba the social,

physical, and biotic environment, which is a maj@ason for their

subsequent non-sustainability or inability to realitheir development
potential. Socioeconomic surveys of the hosts dhprdvide population

data, information on their system of land tenurel $end use, their water
rights, and, to an extent, their socioeconomicesyst It is fair neither to
the hosts nor to the settlers to ignore customanute, since future land
disputes can jeopardize the entire settlement m®cé study of host
systems of land and water use can yield invaluaifiermation on the

resources of the area and how best to utilize t{i981:171).



Cernea, adding up on the mentioned above, has takemost populations as major actors with
a stake in good resettlement. Therefore, Cerneaptimd) the IRR model to employ in
examining threats of the host community, looked little differently to that of the resettlers
mentioning the risks to hosts are not identicalhwthie risks of displacees, in substance or
intensity, but are related to them and may alsalltresm impoverishment implications.
Identifying the risks that could possibly happer do resettlement projects, Cernea reveals that
the inflows of displacees increase pressure onuress and scarce social services, as well as
competition for employment. Cultural clashes (im#mmogeneous areas) are quite likely, and
social tensions tend to endure long. Secondaryrad\edfects on the environment hurt both the

hosts and the displacees (Cernea, 20@@66) Even though it seems to be infeasible to meet

with all the host community, Taddesse suggests ¢van the representatives of the host

communities should be involved in the planning pssc(2009:96).

2.2 Theoretical Framework

In dealing with resettlement, scholars defining tieem devised models and theoretical
assumptions so that similar issues could be sedighh of these frameworks. Among many
prominent scholars who have their intellectual sggion the issue, Scudder and Colson, Chris
de Wet and Michael Cernea are those who see msetil in diverse perspectives. Therefore,
in this research, it is preferred to combine thelet® developed by them in order to examine
and compare both resettlement schemes. This is)@ption to holistically look in to the
aspects of resettlement. The frameworks are seeet#il hereunder.

2.2.1 The Concept of Resettlement

Different authors have been trying to define theospt of resettlement in different countries in
a more or less similar fashion. Kassahun definesctincept of resettlement as the "movement
of people from areas where there do not exist fadtwat are suitable for smooth maintenance
of life to areas presumed to be endowed with patlsnthat could avail opportunities for the

same end" (1998:3). Dessalegn summarizes diffeefibitions of term as “phenomena of



population redistribution; relocating people inas®ther than their own; moving people to new

locations by reclaiming land for utilization” (20A32).

What should never be forgotten is the existencéheftwo divergent types of resettlement:
planned and self-organized resettlement. Planngsettiement can be defined as the movement
of people from one area to another through thervatdgion of governments and other
institutional actors. Self-organized resettlementhie movement of people from one area to
another without institutional intervention. Selfganized resettlement does not mean random
and unplanned but it involves systematic coopenakietween early migrants and those who
follow (Kassahun 1998, Oberai 1992).

2.2.2 Processual Analysis of Resettlement as a Sequence
In explaining resettlement processes as well aseflagive success or failure of projects which
have been in existence for a number of years, Studdd Colson developed a four-stage
framework dividing the relocation process into sssive stages (1982:274-275). It follows
from this that people and the socio-cultural systamwhich they are imbedded and interrelated

respond to new land settlement in predictable ways.

Stage oneexaminegplanning, initial infrastructural developmeand resettler recruitment. This

stage covers the initial activities related to fleiisy studies, planning, and design-and the
subsequent ones related to settler recruitmenttla@dcconstruction of such infrastructure as
roads and irrigation facilities. During the plangiphase, consideration should also be given to
the extent to which the hosts will be included lre tresettlement project on social equity,

economic, and political grounds.

The second stages called to be "transition” which emphasizes points. At this stage many
settlers are risk-averse, which explains why feshmécal, organizational, and sociopolitical
innovations are adopted at this time. Risk aversgom coping response to the stress and

uncertainty associated with not only a new physeadl biotic environment but also new



neighbors, an increased government presence (icaeof government-sponsored settlement),

and frequently a new host population.

There are two overwhelming advantages when settlergecruited for specific communities
from villages of the same locale and ethnic arstead of from different ethnic areas. It helps
that neighbors and co-ethnics are much more litedy strangers to form self-help groups and
the potential stress and uncertainty of adaptingaw neighbors is lessened when neighbors
come from a similar background. Too paternalisppraach would risk promoting a sense of

dependency.

Stage threeis concerned about the economic and social deneap of the resettlers. Instead
of producing primarily for subsistence, settlers @t a wide range of investment strategies to
achieve higher levels of productivity through dsiécation of the family estate. Subsequently,
additional farmland is reclaimed, sharecroppedddaor purchased; and the settlers branch out
into nonfarm activities. Non-farm activities term gtart on the farm homestead in the form of
small business. Increased productivity and risieg incomes also tend to increase on farm
employment, since even smallholders intensivelyivating land need outside labor for certain

operations.

Stage fouris about the period handing over and incorporatilonthis stage resettlement cannot
be considered a success until control of projetiviies has been handed over to the resettlers
and their local organizations; a second generatiosettlers has started to take over; and the
project is incorporated within the encompassingoregHanding over activities to departmental,
local government, and settler organizations isiekyrbusiness which can proceed both too
rapidly and too slowly. Regardless of the reasestructuring the resettlement agency may, in
time, be as necessary as rehabilitating the pHysndeastructure of a settlement project
(Scudder, 1991:60-68).



2.2.3 Impoverishment Risk and Reconstruction Model

Michael Cernea has clearly captured the paradoereds population relocations are intended
to raise well-being and reduce poverty, their dffen displaced populations is often
impoverishment. This result occurs in eight rediaes of the impoverishment risk. These are
landlessness, joblessness, homelessness, maraiioaljzincreased morbidity, food insecurity,
loss of access to common property and social disétion. Though the research focuses on
almost all the impoverishment risks, it particuagimphasises on the last but firmly connected
with other risks. Therefore, Cernea explained dadisarticulation as “The dismantling of
communities’ social organisation structures, thgpdisal of informal and formal networks,
associations, local societies, etc., is an expenget unquantified loss of social capital”
(2000b:3661).

Cernea elaborates that the model is essentiallghsgnic, in that it captures processes that are
simultaneous, but it also reflects the movemerntnme from the destitution of displacement to
recovery in resettlement. At the core of the moded three fundamental concepts: risk,
impoverishment, and reconstruction. These variahiesinterlinked and influence each other:
some play a primary role and others a derivatiVe iroeither impoverishment or reconstruction
(largely as a function of given circumstances).rdducing these interlinked concepts, it
considerably broadens (Cernea, 2000b:3661). Theehumks not only diagnostic but it also
indicates the futurity of the programmes. The sauor said it as:” Resettlement risks must
be reversed to livelihood reconstruction and dgualent” (Cernea2000a:36).

Besides the eight impoverishment risks, Cernea addbkreat which deals with the host
population stating as “Host populations are majaors with a stake in good resettlement,
particularly within mass displacements by eithewvalepment programmes or conflicts.
Recognizing the specific risks to hosts is integoalsing the risks and reconstruction model
and approach (Cernea 2000b: 3666).

Therefore, according to this approach, proper pplpolitical will and provision of fund are
considered as the means to overcome the problethe afadequacies of the inputs and convert

the risks into opportunities (Cernea 2000a).



The functions of the model, according to the saatka, are distinct and interrelated. They are:
diagnostic, predictive, a problem resolution andesgch functioning for setting hypothesis
(Cernea 1997:1571). However, Chris de Wet refutithg impoverishment risk and
reconstruction model, criticised it as the riske artherent for people who are uprooted from
their long established social structures and neétsverhich helped them to withstand various
challenges they had faced in their place of originerefore, only fulfilling the inadequacies
would never bring sustainable changes in the loféke resettlers. Rather, De Wet insists, these
risks are inevitable for the nature of displacenard have their own psychological impact on
the lives of the resettlers and the host as weD92 39).

2.2.4 Inherent Complexities Model
De Wet argued two approaches. These approachétharmadequate inputs” and the "inherent
complexities" (2009: 36). According to the inadetgueputs approach, a resettlement project
goes wrong, principally for the reason of the ladkproper inputs including national legal
frameworks and policies, political will, funding,represettlement surveys, planning and
consultation, careful implementation, and monitgrimhe same author termed these problems

as the eight “impoverishment risks" as “threatsid) 2009:37).

Defying the function of the “impoverishment riskdareconstruction” model, De Wet argues
with Cernea that the inadequate inputs approabloedly economic and technical in character,
because most of the impoverishment risks are celateconomic resources (2009: 36). On the
other hand, De Wet offering option to the inadegquaputs approach, presented an alternative
approach called "inherent complexities approachid{I38). This approach rests on the nature
of involuntary resettlement and argues that, tlier@ complexity in resettlement which arises
from the interrelatedness of issues which rangesdifferent aspects: cultural, social,
environmental, economic, institutional and politioeders; all of which are taking place in the
context of imposed spatial change (lbid, 2004:82cording to him, because of the nature of
involuntary resettlement, it is characterized bgaaplexity which gives rise to a variety of

problems that are more difficult to deal with am/alve more than providing the inputs



mentioned under the “inadequate inputs” approabid)l Elaborating this, the same author

asserts as follows:

The spatial change also involves a change in thiteep®s of access to
resources like a change in land use and land tentihe spatial change
may enhance heterogeneity than the settlers’ pusvigettlement areas,
involves people into wider structures and acceledlasocio-economic
change....The combination of factors in resettlemenids to lessen
people's material well being, limit their choice daontrol over their
circumstances and increase the presence of soeraidn and conflict
within the new settlemengibid: 57).

Though the models were meant to treat involuntayettlement projects, many scholars
employed all or at least one of these models tbwith spontaneous resettlements. Therefore,
in order to compare and contrast both spontanewdistate-sponsored resettlement schemes the
researcher preferred to use of the amalgamatiadheske models. This was done for the reason
that a part of the ideas in one model in combimatiith the other was expected to shade light
in the process of the investigation since the gdestdifferential livelihood and adaptive

strategies entails varieties of models.

Accordingly, the 1IR model focuses only on the emwmic inputs, political will and
commitment. On the other hand, the ‘Processual y&iell model follows the stages of
resettlement from recruitment to the incorporatiterge without focusing on the socio-cultural
and psychological trauma the displacees encouritke ‘Inherent Complexities’ model
considers that the threats are ‘natural’ and thatiap displacement induces the threats,

regardless of the inputs and the process of resetit.

In order to satisfy the demand of the methods eysulpthe amalgamation of these models
thought to fill the drawbacks that each model hesnlcriticized of.
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3. Description of the Study Area

In this section description of Bench-Maji Zone, &farda wirida and the two researchbiles
is given. The chapter is divided in to three mant®which stretches from the zone down to the

two sample kbiles providing essential data pertinent to the meseabjectives.

3.1 Bench-Maji Zone

3.1.1 Location

Bench-Maji zone is found in the Southwestern borderEthiopia in the South Nations,
Nationalities and Peoples Region. It is one ofttiideen zones of the SNNP Regional State.
The zone is located in $445'to 36-10" East 8-40'to 7°-40' North (Bench-Maji Zone Tourism
and Communication Bureau Report, 2010; Belay, 2008g zonal capital Mizan-Teferi is
found 561 Km southwest of Addis Ababa and 850 Kaonfrthe regional city, Hawassa. The
zone is bordered in north by &a Zone and Gambella Regional State, the SouthrSundie
west and the south border, in the northeast byaKaéine, and in the southeast and east by the
South Omo Zone (Awoke, 2007:99). The zone has amaaipality and ten Wriadas which are
divided in to 240 kbiles. The zone is situated in 193, 266 square Kilomatea af landMuye/
‘South Omo’ park is found in this zone (Bench-M&gine Tourism and Communication Bureau
Report, 2010).

3.1.2 Population and Ethnic Composition
According to the 2007 census, the population ofdBeMaji Zone is 659,046 (CSA, 2008).
However, in the reality on the ground, the popolatis rising from time to time due to high in-
migration. The same source shows that, of thé pagaulation of the zone 582,198 and 76,848
people dwell in rural and urban areas respectiv@8A, in its projection of 2010, estimated the
population of the zone would be 700,812 (Ibilycording to the 1984 population and houses
census, the population of the zone was 127,718X¥8% In twenty-three years the population

grew in more than four folds.



According to the zone Truism and Communication Bureand Awoke (2007), there are seven
ethnic groups reside in the zone. These are B&tehp, Dizi, Me’enit, Surma, Majangir and

Zilmamo.

Among these ethnic groups Surma and Zilmamo artoqadist communities lying along the
South Sudan Border following the Akobo riverbedzilind Bench are agriculturalists. Shako
and Majangir are agro-foresters and hunter gatherdo feed on tubers and herbs. Honey is
their economic produce. Me’enit is agro-pastoralibbse subsistence system has been rapidly
changing due to the introduction of Protestant €iamity, the expansion of market with the
surrounding people and resettlement. This has roalferal diffusion which substantially has
been changing the livelihood and cultural contragtgshe community of Me’enit (Awoke,
2007).

The residential distribution of the ethnic groupsthe zone is dealt here so as to provide the
map of people’s settlement in the zone. Accordinglgnch ethnic group live in Sheh-Bench,
South and North Bench aridas while Shko in Shiko wirdda. These two ethnic groups
circumscribe the zone town. Me’enit resides in M@ &hasha and Me’enit Goldiya which lies
along the Omo River; Dizi's in Dizi and Beroasidas; and Surma and Zilmamo in Surma
wirada. However, different from the above ethnic dmttion in the zone, Gurafardairida
comprises three ethnic groups namely Me’enit, Shakd Majangir. The two Shako and
Me’enit ethnic groups enormously reside in Me’épiitasha and Goldiyaanidas in the zone,

and Majangir in Gambella Region.

With reference to language families, the Dizi, Shekd Bench are of the ‘Omotic’ language
family. Me’enit, Surma, Zilmamo and Majangir arelcNBaharan language families (Awoke,
2000).

Since recently, the abovementioned ethnic pattegeiting altered in someinidas of the zone

due to the self-initiated in-migrants and the stggensored resettlement programmes. This



demographic change has been undertaking in MeSf@sha and Me’enit Goldiya, Shehbench,

Gurafarda and Berodséidas.

3.1.3 Agro-ecology and Economy
The data from the Zone Rural Development Office (RBhows that the Zone has a total area
of 1,932,659 hectares. Of which 35,761 covered witips of perineum fruit and coffee, and
138,917 ha by annual plantation , 79,248 ha forigtp 135,000 ha not suitable for farming,
335,030 is bushes and shrubs , 478,269 approgaafarming. Other than the land covered
with bushes and shrubs, 550,308 ha of land is edveith natural forest packed with giant
trees. Of all the land 179,239 ha is taken by itorss

Bench-Maji Zone has three ecological zones; 52%ldod (Qolla), 45% medium altitude
(Wiaynadiga) and 5% highland #da). Annual rainfall of the zone ranges from 400-
2000mm.The temperature varies as of the agro-eicalogones from 15-27¢(BMZRDB
Report, 2010) Agricultural seasons of the zone are thléhdr and Bdlg. Mahéar is arainy
season which ranges from June — Septembebalyfrom February — April. The bulk of the

farming is done duriniylahar.

The average rural landholding of the zone is lhé6tares per household, which is much
greater when compared to the region’s i.e. 1 he@ad the national average of 0.98 hectare per
household (CSA, 2008).

The economy of the zone is based on hoe and plbagkd cultivation, labour extensive

agriculture and agro-pastoral livelihoods. Thiseassn is substantiated by the earnings of the
zone. 93% of the income of the zone is from cropd anly 7% from livestock products.

Bench-Maji Zone depends on mixed farming of castpsrand cereal. Of these, cash crop
production generates the lion’'s share (BMZRDB, 30Ithe agro-ecology of the area, the
forest, the climate and the amount of rainfall srgfeis to prevail. With the assistance of the
agriculture extension agents, the farmers’ subsigtesystem is being transformed to producing

mixed farming of cash crops with some cereals. ®higt did not happen instantly. The



intrusion of other people in to their territory witifferent subsistence systems facilitated the

emergence of the mixed production.

The Zone is the place wheBebeqgacoffee plantation found. The farm is one of thee¢hstate
coffee plantations in the country. In addition biststate farm, more than 35 private investors
have engaged in different agriculture sectors actios zone. Of the entire zone, investment has
been taking place extensively in Me’enit Shashaeie Goldiya, Dizi, Gurafarda and Bero
wiradas. The Zone, according to the Tourism, Culturd @mmunication Office, has all
weather roads that connect the zone municipalith &il thewéradas In all the ten \iiradas
mobile, cable and wireless telephones has beah@agh not equally functioning in all.

3.2 Gurafarda Wirida
Gurafarda is one of the tenavildas in Bench-Maji Zone. In this section an attemg$ made to
highlight the wirada’s history, location, agro-ecology, Populationd amlated issues. The
description hereunder was to give a glimpse ofafga where many newcomers are interested

to reside in.

3.2.1 Historical Background and Foundation

Gurafardawaréadahas passed tides of changes as the politics dltéEs gone through ups and

downs being as standing alonériida and as answerable to another.

Ato Tikesh,my informant, who is 48 (age might not be exantsiMe’enits do not count age
through years but of harvest). Being representativhe Waréda,he was one of the contenders
of the Derg's parliamentAccording to him, Gurafarda had been wavering frame
administrative form to another corresponding to imerest of the governing bodies of the
region and the country in general. According to saene informant, the wardda was once
answerable td/ettuwhere the throne of the Majesty Hailessillassis seated till the liberation

of the entire country from the Italian invaders.

The same source asserts that during the Derg redgimas a seat for Wardda administration in

its own, atBibita. However, during the end of the regime, it becanswerable to Sko



Warada. This administrative structure continued2®01 when people from the local began to
reclaim that the Waradda administration had to retorits former seat. In 2001, after getting
approval from the upper respective hierarchies, iligida making Biftu the seat for the

authority established it as a standalongrada. Having got the political power, the then
authorities announced invitation advertising ttnet YWarada had fertile land for investment and
resettlement. This, according to my informantsha Warada administration, was done in line
with the principle of ‘decentralization’, which prdes authority to the local people to

determine their own affairs.

3.1.1 Location, Population and Ethnic Composition

Gurafarda is located in the southwest part of Bevlefi Administrative Zone and the country
as well. The virdda is located 602 Km southwest of Addis Ababa aad# from Mizan-
Teferi (the principal town of the zone) in Southtida Nationalities and Peoples Regional
(SNNPR). Geographically, it is positioned betweef9833"-6°58'06"N latitude and
35°07'03"-35°25’ 02” E longitude (Belay 2009:33). It is borderbgt ShekoWaradain the
north, Me’enit Shasha Woreda in the south, SouthcB&varadain the west, Surma ¥vida in

the southwest and the Gambella region in the nashwFor this reason, the woreda has had
fluctuating population figures. According to theZ0census of the country it was 35,678 (CSA,
2008). However, as of the survey conducted byWhieida Health Bureau, it reached 47,000.

This is because of the steady influx of internagjrant population to the ¥vida.

Since 2001, people from around North Shoa, Gonddr\&ollo flooded in to the area seeking

for farmland. As a result, it became home for atitude and diverse population.

In addition to the spontaneous resettlers who oeplahe 1980s state-organized scheme, the
government identified the Wéarada as one of thegsldo resettle 1758 household in five years
time since 2003 (The ¥ida Rural Development and Food Security Office:2010

Before the 1980s resettlement of the Derg, thizdd& comprises only three ethnic groups
namely Majangir, Siko and Me’enit. Each ethnic group settled in thedtion through which

they could get connected into their people who hwenerously in the neighboring afdas.



Accordingly, the Me’enits resides around the naatitern part of the Wida ranging from
Biftu (the capital) toKuja (Megen'teya) On the northwestern portion alongside theiksh
Wiriada, Skkos inhabit. At the side of the south on the bauies of Gambella the Majangir
inhabitants occupy. This pattern, can be assumasl,enabled them to peacefully coexist in
accessing the natural resources in their own ogyritHowever, now, the resettlement has
already altered the pattern of the local populatsattlement design and their livelihood
strategies.

Now, the wirdda became the place of multiple ethnic and linguigtoups. Therefore, the
Wirdda is home for Amhara, Sidama, Wolayta, Kambataa@a, Hadiya, Bench, Gedeo, few
Oromo and others. Nonetheless, thérdfa and also the zonal respective offices do noé hav
the demographic data which could have indicatedwtinere about of the local people before and
after the resettlement.

3.1.1 Agro-ecology and Economy of the \iirdada
Agro-climatic zones of Gurafarda are law land (M@®lla) and medium (Mynadiga), which
constitute 78.25% and 21.75% respectively. Théudki ranges from 700 to 1995irhe annual
rainfall varies from 1601- 2000mm.The mean is ab@@2mm. The mean annual minimum
and maximum temperature of the area ranges bet®&¥%h and 28C, respectively (Belay,
2009:35). The main rainy seasdWahar, is considered as important for rain-fed cropping.
Although the precipitation of thBdlg is smaller than that of Mahar, it is adequate rmag
crops.
Like the economy of the Zone, Gurafarda predominantly plough-based agriculture
dominantly of cash crops, like coffee sesame aod. The first three major products of the
warddaare coffee, rice and sorghuithe type of sorghum named @®biwhich is being used
for baking Injera (the traditional Ethiopian breaswidely produced next to rice. Among the
annual crops rice covers the bulk of productiomreRnial cash crops such as coffee and fruits
being intensified in both resettlement schemes enst(a banana like plant whose stem and
root is used as source of food in SNNPR) is plamethe state-organized resettlement sites.
Gurafarda become one of the surplus crop producehe region. Besides crop production, the
farmers of the warédaise livestock for their farm and for their mileresumption.



Since the resettlement, as a coping strategy to¢we culture and subsistence system, some
Me’enits are used to harness oxen to plough thei: pormerly they were slash and burn
shifting cultivators using stick locally callé&hongla” as a plowing tool. In Me’enit culture,

harnessing animal labour for farming was considéodze an abomination against animal.

Usually peasants of thedradause the household labour to cultivate their plStanetimes the
resettlers and the local Me’enit people wasdo (festive work group) andvanfal (reciprocal
work group) for sowing, weeding and harvesting. WMar the resettlers in thearada hire
temporary labour during the peak seasons and haivienie workers known by their nickname

calledTigegna(literally means dependant).

There are two weekly markets on Sunday and Saturd®yftu andKuja, respectivelyKuja
(Megen'teya),is recently established town following the 200HKf2ontaneous resettlement.
Being center for the farmers from different direos, it becomes the biggest market place in
thewérada.For this reason, the town is piled with servic&e lhotels, cafés, shops and bars. It

become service center to the resettlers and peofhe investment sites around the town.

The warddahas unfit all-weather road which has never beeaireg for years. The road was
constructed by UNHCR to access the South Sudameefuresettled iDima refugee camp
which is about 90 Km from Mizan-Teferi. The roadnects thevaradacapital, Biftu, with the
zone capital-Mizan Teferi. In addition to this maiad, there are dry-weather roads to the
resettlement sites. Of these the one which rums Bdtu to Bibita from Berji junction toBibita
(the former capital of the &&da) passing througQu'ttir And, Qu’ttir Sost Qu’ttir Améast and
reaches. The second track runs fiidma to the west througomita, Kuki andSamarthdeads

to Bibita again. These two roads hardly serve for tracksli#&ZU only during the dry season

with the assistance of people.

Regardless of the devastated infrastructure, #réda become known for its booming economy

not only because of the smallholders’ farm but &lsimg site for 22 investors planting different



perennial and annual crops. It is also a path wayotd mining places in neihbouringikidas
and South Sudan. These all opportunities have rinedeirida a place of market.

3.2 Wotwa and Qu’ttir Am ist: the Study Kébiles

Wotwa and Qu'ttir Anist Kibiles are selected for the research. These tibélés are where
both resettlement schemes began. The followingrigiemn about eachdbile is meant to give
introduction to the sample research area.

3.2.1 Wotwa Kiabile

Wotwais one of the twenty-twaabalesof Gurafarda WaradaThekabalestretches alongside
the main road from thBiftu (the Warada town}owardsDimma(the former Sudanese refugee
camp). It was the site where the spontaneous lesettit began. According to my informants in
the wardda Administration, the Kbile served as a path way for the resettlers to acot®r
sites searching for farmland. Wotwa has five vila@r sub-kebeles /locally named asdirs/
namely:Giorgis, Qu'ttir Hulet, SegaCodit andKayr Amba Of this Codit, GiorgisandSegaare
habituated by the resettlers from South Shoa whacalled by the outsiders Bkinzie. Minzie
denotes the place of origin of the resettl@itsose fromGondar resettled inQu'ttir Hulet. The
Muslim resettlers who came frolvollo reside to the east of théildile far apart from other
resettlers, at the place named by resettletsags Amba.The nameKayr Ambaliterally means
‘high land of peace’.



Tablel: Wotwa Kbile (Spontaneous Resettlement) Population

Mandar/Village No of People HHH Remarks
M F Total

Kayr Amba 488 379 867 125

Sega 692 585 1277 100

Giorgis 476 432 908 100

Codit 412 335 747 225

Quitir-2 581 507 1088 199

Grand Total 2649 2238 4887 779

Source: Adopted from theikiile Tax payers’ List and Health office Census of(®201

3.2.2 Qu'ttir Am ist (Gelit) Kibile
Qu'ttir Amdst (Gelit) Kibdle is the second sample€ibBile where the first organized resettlement
began. In this &bile resettlers from SNNPR resettled in the year 20008 resettlement
programmes undergone here is of two type, ‘conweati and ‘integrated’. It is one of the sites
in the wirida where multiethnic groups were made to resettitné same sub-villag&o'tt/.
Sidama, Guragie, Kambata, Amhara, Wolayta and Beam&h made to resettle together
regardless of their ethnic and cultural diversithe Kibile has three sub-biles mandir/.
The villages mhinddirs/ are further divided in t&o’tts. The Go'tts are again sub-divided in to
cells. Since 2009/10 theilbiles were restructured by the government. As altrethie three
villages are named asd’ttanas. Each Kda'ttana is divided in to six working groups called
Ydlemat Budin This is intended to organize people for developnueities and to easily surge
political teachings into the community. There atfeeo such organizations lilsgrawit /literally
mean military personnels/ arfdhmdst-Le-And” laterally means five-in-one. This was the
strategy that the politicians of the governing paxercised during the 2009/10 election and
found it successful. Since then such structuredairegy employed to make people engaged in

the government duties and productivity at a houkklevel.



The Kdhdle is about 7 km far from the junction Berji and almost 20 km from therdda
town. There is no transport or pack animals sertcaccess th&dbdle. It does not have
market in it or around the neighbouringhbéles. For this reason, the farmers are made to walk
to Kuja, which is 2 hours walk, to have access for mar@etale their produce. Those well to
dos could rent labour, others carry the produceniedves. There are social service institutions
such as school, tap water, dry weather road whnt foinction for few months in a year, and

health extension (limited only on protection stgis) and agriculture extension agents.

Table 2: Households ethnic background at Qu’ttira8n{Gelit)

Ke'ttena Household Ethnic Groups Totall Remarks
Sidama | Wolayta | Kambata | Amhara | Guragie

One 20 3 12 23 - 58

Two 34 8 - 26 68

Three 28 9 7 10 1 58 2(Me’enitH)

Total 82 20 19 59 1 184

Source: Adapted from theiklile administration register of 2010/11

According to the above table, majority of the conmityiin the resettlement site are the Sidama
and the next are the Amhara spontaneous resetiteysare thought to lease the lands of the
state-organized resettlers who abandoned the lesetit area. According to theéaviida Food
Security report of the year 2009/10, the total neambf household heads brought to the
resettlement area was 427. Among these only 184dmmlds retained while 243 (56.9%)

abandoned the resettlement area.



CHAPTER FOUR

4. STUDY FINDING AND ANALYSIS

In this chapter, data gathered through the mentionethodologies were analyzed. The analysis
was preceded by thematization. Through thematizdtie collected data was differentiated and
categorized in to the research themes. The anabaignning with the profile of the resettlers,

goes to different themes of the research.

4.1 Profile of State-Sponsored and Spontaneous Resettie
since 2001

This profile was about the 2000s resettlers in sheple kbiles. Although there are few
Me’enit households in Wotwaikile, it was impossible for the researcher to getekact or
even approximate number of the native populationdtheless, the data gathered about other

population is substantial to make analysis. Witk fense, it is portrayed hereunder.

4.1.1 Composition of Sample Household Heads by Age and)Se

Here, the data about the age ranges of the rasefitan both schemes is presented. The age
rage was observed from adolescence to old agetinresettlement schemes.

Table3: Age of the sample household heads of aitbrees

Average Age Kibile Remarks
Wotwa/Spontaneou| Qu'ttir Am ist
S Organized
Frequency| % Frequengy %

20-40 46 76.66 | 31 75.6

41-60 14 23.34 10 24.4

Total 60 100 45 100




From the table above, we can assert that the agg gtistribution was settled equally in both
schemes. However the age group in both schemdmdstathe same, the productivity due to

other variables appeared to be varied.

4.1.2 Religious Background of Sample Household Heads
Religion in this research was taken as a copinghar@sm that both resettlers employed in the
new area. They reorganized themselves so as totleagmessure that emanates from spatial
displacement. The diversity of religion in a relssttent area, | assume bring complication in
the livelihood and adaptation of the resettlers.

Table 4: Resettlement and Religious Dynamics

Kébile Protestant Orthodox Muslim Total
Frequency| % Frequency % Frequency %

Wotwa | ----- 48 80 12 20 60

Quttir 23 56.09| 13 31.7 5 12.21 41

Amaist

As was mentioned in chapter three, the populatiothe& sample areas, particularly at Wotwa
Kibile, seems to be mapped in religion differentiatiéor instance, people in Kayr Amba are
Muslims selected their residential site where nieeptresettler groups are around.(nodit,
Giorgis and Qu'ttir Hulet are Orthodox Christiahk protestant are residing in Wotwa, we can
conclude. On the other hand, in Qu'ttir Ash (Gelit) as indicated in the table above, majorit
(57.14%) of the sample household heads are ProteStaistians. The remaining 32.14% and
7.14% are Orthodox and Muslim respectively.

From this data, we can say that the spontaneousadiuthe organized resettlers have grouped
around their religious affiliation. On the othemida the organized resettlements are diverse in

their religious background.



4.1.3 Ethnic Composition of the Sample Resettlement
Villages

According to the project of the South Regional &titeria, the resettlers recruitment shall be
in line with: “the people’s historical relationshipimilarity in agricultural, trade and culture,
proximity between the resettlers’ and the resetletmarea — considering its suitability for
transportation and visitation of their relativeft & their place of origin” (SNNPR, 2003:5-6).
Nonetheless, the practice differs from what wadatikc on the paper. In the year 2003 and
2004 resettlers from Sidama, and Gedeo Zones vesitets Bench-Maji Zone. In addition to
this, in 2005, 2006, and 2007; people from Had@yaragie and Sidama were made to resettle
in seven Kbiles regardless of their ethnic, cultural and lisgaidiversity.

Though the project declares the cultural backgreuofithe resettlers would be considered
during the planning and implementation, the resettint found to be a composition of Sidama,
Wolayta, Kambata, Hadiya, Guragie, Bench and everh@a (some resettled from Guragie
Zone). Hence, the government-organized resetttei@u’ttir Amast were comprised of more
than eight ethnic groups. The Amhara spontanecssttiers are common in all resettlement
sites. This heterogeneity is one of the challerajeébe resettlers in adapting to the new social
and physical environment. The resettlers are niyt tonbe accustomed to the new area but also
to the diversified composite of the resettlers thelves.

Table 5: Sample Households’ Ethnic Background

Ethnicity Type of Resettlement
Wotwa Qu’ttir Anst
Frequency % Frequency %
Ambhara 60 100 6 14.63
Wolayta 7 17.07
Sidama 21 51.22
Kambata 6 14.63




On the other hand, spontaneous resettlers haveatoreterogeneity. This was for the reason

that the decision to opt for their destination wasle by themselves.

All the organized resettlers in theisida were from Sidama, Gedeo, Hadiya and Guragieszone
No resettler from Wolayta and Kambata zones werdg se the Wirida. Resettlers from
Kambata and Wolayta ethnic groups are those whdbkad residing in Sidama. The Amharas
in organized resettlement schemes were sent fromagiu Zone. Those remained in the
resettlement sites are few Sidamas and other egihoigps who came from Sidama zone and the

Amharas from Guragie zore.

According to the result, spontaneous resettlere la@vantages to easily get together since they
are from one ethnic group and religious backgrodinis might have helped them to withstand

the influence from the social and physical envirentof the new area.

4.1.4 Differential Socio-economic Status before and aftehe
Resettlement
The resettlers both spontaneous and organized iwetisaster when they were in their
place of home. They are expected to rehabilitaimfthe threats they encountered and
regain their social and economic status in the ama.

Table 6: Social and economic differences in pldagrigin and the new area

Resettlement Better at place of| Better at  the| No change
Type Status origin resettlement

Type No. % No. % No. | %
Spontaneous Economic 60 100 0 0

Social 11 26.83 35 58.33 14 23.33
Organized Economic 41 100

Social 9 21.95 18 43.90 14 34.15

2 Refer to chapter three about the ethnic compositio@u'ttir Amiist Kibile



From the table above, except few pertaining tosthaal affairs, almost all the sample resettlers
from both resettlement schemes agreed that theoagorsituation in the resettlement area is
better than their place of origin. They declareat #ome of the resettlers in their home of origin
by chance were made to resettle in the zone ofatisment or the nearby zones. Interviewees
substantiated the result of the survey. Some weserged being surprised when asked to
compare the economic status in their place of wragid the resettlement sites. It was also seen
that stores in Wotwa were packed with quintals ick.r In Qu’ttir Amist, although not
individuals’ barrens, the store of the Peasantso&mtion (PA) in the grinding mill house was
sealed in quintals for mark&tThis indicates that both resettlement schemes; #wugh they
have significant differences, are surplus producémmse who were called as food insecured

now become food self-sufficient and more producthan expected.

4.1.5 Voluntariness and Decision-Making Process
Voluntary resettlement occurs when the migrantsehiéne power to make informed and free
relocation, decisions and the willingness to lethasr original place. Involuntary resettlement,
also known as compulsory resettlement or forceglaiement (Cernea 2000a), refers to the
forcible uprooting of people from their originalagk of residence because of natural and/or
human induced disasters and/or forces. Speciffiegnea’s assertion Gebre dictates as
follows:

Induced-voluntary movement takes place when pdeplee their home
place to resettle elsewhere due to deliberate atimducements coming
from outside agencies. Although the migrants mayntaia decision-
making power, the facts on the basis of which tteaisions are made are
provided and analyzed by other agencies. Compugoiyntary
resettlement occurs when people embrace forced wvamout of
desperation, and when voluntarily resettled pe@vke denied the right to
leave the resettlement area (Gebre, 2004:106f)

Oberai (1992) referring to the result of such dispment-resettlement situation asserted that,
“Resettlers should not be with misconceptions @irtidestination, which results in failure of

resettlement”. Gebre asserts the effect “@agmpulsory-voluntary migrants embrace forced

% Refer to annex IV: photo which shows the stoms Isy side annex IV



resettlement initiatives, while involuntary migrantend to resist it. Resistance to force
resettlement tends to affect the pace and degreeestablishment in the new environment”
(2004: 107).

The case of population resettlement scheme undeushion in this paper is a comparison of
the organized and spontaneous resettlement. Tlamiaegl scheme, which is described as state-
planned, lacks genuine and full match between tileyy the plan and the implementation.
What was being implemented seemed to be contrasiimghat was said in the plan and the
working document of the resettlement project. Tleekimg document prepared by the federal
and the regional governments declared that thdtle®sent is based on voluntariness of the
displacees. However, the implementation was fouodbé different from the idea of
voluntarism. The response of the resettler irtdlée below would be evidence.

Table 7: If options were given to choose their ithdion area

Question Yes No Remarks
Were Options ol No | % No | %
resettlement sites 41 | 100

given toyou?

The above phenomenon was also clearly stated igdfiernment resettlement plan document
(FDRE 2002:1) Rather, desperate move of the pewgle exploited to enhance the long
incepted alternative rural development strategthefcountry, i.e., "Enhancing the development
of growth centers in ‘underutilized’ areas” (Ibidt8). The demographic aspect deals with
relieving of population pressure, particularly franghland areas through possible migration
and resettlement into the western and southwedtasmtands of the country (Ibid). The

evaluation document of the region has shown thatethwere irregularities during the

recruitment of the resettlers. The promises madéhbysending authorities were exaggerated
differently from the project document assertiormAskt all interviewed sample household heads
from the state-sponsored resettlement declaredwhat was promised before departure was

almost none on the sites. They were promised te hiready constructed house with furnished



household utensils. They were also told that clipatable water, road and other services would
be provided therein the resettlement site. Theza#abn of this data could be the abandonment
of the resettlement sites. Theakdla Food Security Office reported that majority bkt

resettlers left their sites. The following tabéyveals the data of retention and abandonment of

the organized resettlers in afildéles of the virida.

Some, | interviewed, noted that if options had bgesen to them initially, they could have
preferred to resettle nearer to their place of iorigiithin their wirida or zone than far
destination like Gurafarda. This indicates thatgbe@ame to the sites not because of they opted
it but for there was no other option offered. There, based on the data on the table, it is
possible to conclude that the resettlers who didapped Gurafarda could be categorized as

compulsory or induced-volunteers.

Table 8: Organized Resettlers Retention and Abameéoih

Year of | Kebele HHH Retained Left the site
resettlement arrived
M F M F M F
2003 Akinga 282 | - 83 199
2003 & 2005 | GelitNo 5 427 171 256
2003 Smiarta No 6 | 187 1 38 1 149
2003
2005 Gabiga 1861 | 6 348 6
2006
2007 1513
2003
2005 Kine'an 994 |1 184 1 810
2007
2006
2007 Comnitta 1226| 36 679 31 547 5
Total 6489 | 78 2003| 58 4486 20




Source:Adapted from the 2010/11 report of Food Securitfic®fof the wardda about the
organized resettlers.

This table shows that 69.44% (4506 out of 648%Mmisehold heads from theinida left the
resettlement sites. According to the study sitemrsibn workers and the survey result, most of
the resettlers who left the site were the Sidantee dbandoning resettlers, renting their farm
land to the Amhara spontaneous resettlers, eithee heturned back to their place of origin or
like other young resettlers of other ethnic groupght have gone to the gold mining sites at
Gabissa For this reason, the abandoning resettlers wkamdal by retained groups of the
organized resettlement scheme resettlers’ for alrang the resentment sites through leasing or
contracting farmland, and selling donated oxen, amd other materials provided by the

government.

4.2 Resettlers’ Differential Livelihood Strategies

In this portion of the thesis, the subsistenceesystlifference between the spontaneous and
organized resettlers was put. The strategies thettlers employed so as to ensure food self-
sufficiency and economic development were descridze®d on the data collected.

4.2.1 Land Tenure and Land Acquisition Strategies
Gavian and Gemechu state that, “Land is primarjcatjural input” (1994:153). Land tenure,
therefore, is crucial for the farmers in rural are& developing countries like Ethiopia wherein
3/4™ of the country’s population reside. Land tenwe isystem defines rights and obligations
with respect to acquisition and use of land in agdtural settlements, and is a critical
determinant of the size and distribution of agtaxdl income (Oberai, 1992:89).

Difference in land tenure system brings about varain livelihood strategies of peasants.
Diverse land acquisition strategies were employedhe research area corresponding to the
resettlement type. Spontaneous resettlers havéidrad local agreement based land tenure
system which does not determine the landholding gez household. The organized resettlers,
on the other hand, acquired land in line with thgion’s working document of resettlement. In

accordance with the resettlement package of thergavent, land distribution was equitable to



all resettlers in the government programme i.e.h2dtare to each household regardless of the
household size. Of this plot of land, 1ha is haews and the remaining 2ha is given as the

main farmland in separated places.

In the constitution of the country, land is vestedwnership of the government. Article 40 of
the 1995 constitution and land proclamation of 18&ie that, “the right to ownership of rural

and urban land as well as all natural resourcesxatusively vested in the state and in the
peoples of Ethiopia”. Land is a common propertytt@f Nations, Nationalities and Peoples of
Ethiopia and shall not be subject to sale or otimeans of exchange” (Sub Art. 3). The
Constitution also has provisions regarding othedlaights. Sub Art. 4 provides “Ethiopian

peasants have right to obtain land without paynaemt the protection against eviction from

their possession.”

Despite the above constitutional enshrinement andnt policy measures, land tenure and land
right breach (such as tenure insecurity, restmstion access/transfer, lack of adequate land
administration system) prevails in the researcla.arand tenure in the research area appeared
to be violating the rule of law. In thedwida under question, land tenure is observed to @e th
mixture of the customary local and the formal tensgystem that governs the land tenure

respectively of the resettlement type.

In the wirdda under study, land acquisition system is lardpelyed on corruption and bribery.
Despite the fact that the constitution declare$ ldvad shall be provided for landless without
any disbursement, it is learnt that even thosegaoof the resettlement who were thought to
be legals were ordered by the local governmentoaitiths to pay fifty ETB for a hectare of land
they requested. Moreover, those resettled afteb,2@B0 were called as “illegals” were asked
from 3000 — 10,000 ETB. This was done not by theners’ of the land but by the political
elites of the Kbile and even the (Office of thedrida Security and the interview). This was
evidenced by the fact that some of the then offiegrers at the local government froét#e to

the wirada level are being investigated by the Ethics antd-éorruption Commission for they
were suspected of being bribed to offer large sra€farmland for the spontaneous resettlers.



Land was distributed to the first spontaneous tiesetwho were invited by the local authorities
of the wirdda in 2001. After two years, the official legaltdisution of land was executed to the
state-sponsored resettlers who came from diffextmtic groups of SNNPR. Land distribution

has been different as of the difference in thettieseent type.

The major sources of accessing land in the spooteneesettlement area were the customary
local contract and bribery. It was learnt that éhkappened to be two sources of land contract.
This might be either from the local Me’enit commiynor those state-sponsored resettlers who

leave the resettlement site.

According to Ato Solomon, the head of Security adfi land was illegally sold from 3000-
10,000 ETB. Continuing the elaboration, he staked the ‘illegal’ act was escalated since the
year 2007. There were about 22,000 illegal ressitho might have bought land from the
indigenous people or from state-sponsored resettlEne same source declared that illegal
contractual agreement between the local peopldtendesettlers have been performed without
the knowledge of the authorized third party wha;omding to the constitution of the country,

was given mandate to administer the land issues.

Another way of land acquisition is through simitgrin the place of origin— nepotism.
According to Ato Solomon, if Menz(a group originating from North Shoa), is chairnudra
kibdle, thatkdbdle would be filled up with thévlenz Once aMenzwas a chairman of Wotwa
kiabile, in a year timé #iA.@- (12777 «s»  eseee " [q dbdlew himdnz ta’chiqo agegindaw],

(we got the Kbile packed witiMenzei)

In this regard, one of the means of land accessdml network. According to the officers, land
could be sold not only being at thénida but also sometimes being at North Shoa or Goitdar
was done through the social network which was ésteddl when they were at their place of
origin. The network is constructed using cognatefictive kinships like: Yeniseha abat/lij
(Shepherding priestpbelij (God father/motherbroadeq(river boy) and so on.



According to the result of the survey, social sfatuconditioned as the least important factor to
access farmland but capital is expressed to bertanmioto get more farmland. To enter to the
resettlement area, social network played paramalatthan any other mechanism. Majority of
the spontaneous resettlers who arrived at thesimea 2006 were brought through ties with the
pioneers of the resettlements. This is also asswydtie survey result. 86% of the respondents
from the spontaneous resettlement declared that weee brought by their relatives or one

whom they know well.

One of the strategies implemented by the resetibeget access into theivida was purchasing
ID cards of the &biles of Gurafarda irdda being in North Shoa or elsewhere at the migsant’
place of origin. Though the resettlers concealAty Solomon, head of the MAda Security
Office, revealed that not few resettlers enteredh® area having forged residential ID. The
same source evidenced that th&dsa police caught migrants from North Shoa who Had |
card of Gelit/Qu’ttir Andist Kibzle. When asked to describe the location of thegyldwey were
unable even to indicate the direction. Based os #vidence, the office expressed that they
captured large number of migrants attempting taude with ID cards of #biles of Gurafarda
sold at North Shoa stamped here in thigiles by the corruptedikile administrators.

Therefore, the spontaneous resettlers could haye dtempting any legal or illegal ways to get
into the wirdda. This, according to the FGD in Wotwa, is strategescape from the disastrous
area where the migrant resettlers do not have fapieir futurity due to lack of farmland in
their place of birth. One of the Church clergyméntwa Giorgis revealed about the land
sale illegality as “hooP7 a2i207 LHANS ACTT? APP A9 AIN2 A%E 7287 AZC77807
AZRTIRNDT A0 APP 197487 FA9° dPw-¢ Ae#l”, [k admimot misinbdt yishalal; ayinachin
iyayd anmotim belen inji d@ret indmayisi’tt indmayiliwa'tt inkuan awaqi imahetgn yakim
sayawuq ayedf], It literally mean that “ It is better to live thate, we cannot die watching at
death; leave alone we the matured , a fetus | sgpoght have known that land shall never be
sold or exchanged.” However they know that the wayst of them accessed land through
violating the law of the land, they continued dosg devising hewest mechanisms changing

from time to time.



According to my informant who had been the the#ira¥a administration officer, some of the
wirdda authorities were seriously in need of the incmymigrant resettlers for the purpose of
reestablishing the ¥vida administration to Biftu. Therefore, the land \ps@on in the
beginning was lawless and was done for the sakgotifical consumption. As a result,
according to the WAtada Security Office head, Ato Solomon, land distridnu made at that time

has created chaos providing unresolved assignmehé twirida.

Before accessing land, spontaneous resettlers whe @n the wirada since 2007 pursue the
following steps. They first begin as employee ftirvep farmers. Then they begin to sharecrop in
with spontaneous resettlers of the same originlade The next stage appeared to be rent in
land either from the indigenous Me’enit or the goweent-organized resettlers. These stages
are the same for all spontaneous resettlers. Saane found working day and night to be free
from tenancy. In due course, conflict arises amtinggspontaneous resettlers. The conflict is
between the one who is in need of freedom fromrieywand the other who is in need of the

cheap labour from the ‘illegally’ entered migrafiesiant”.

Another channel is getting farmland from the stgiensored resettlement sites. Accessing
farmland in the state-sponsored resettlement si®s through contracts of the abandoning
resettlers or leasing half of the farmlands frora thsiding resettlers. The Amhara resettlers
figured out at state-sponsored resettlement sitesedher those came from Guragie Zone
through organized resettlement programme or speotanresettlers who accessed farmland

from the abandoning resettlers.

In Wotwa, the land possession ranges from 3 -30’hase who came formerly were provided
land abundantly for the reason that settlers nighattracted.

The resettlement programme which was launched bygthvernment indicted that the “the

living areas shall be in one village with 1000r garden at homestead. Then additional 2 ha

* [illegality and Tenancy are later discussed thiapter



farm land would be provided for each household h@ad3:14-15). Resettlers were assigned
using the lottery method regardless of their ethmackgrounds and place of origin. This

fragmented land acquisition on the organized rieseint was not liked by the resettlers.
Therefore, the resettlers put several argumentsnstgdragmented farm holding. First,

fragmented farm holding was argued that it takee tince it is far from the residence. Second,
it is out of the sight of the farmers in order tamage the farm. Third, fragmented farm holding
is highly risky for the reason that the wild animabuld invade the farm if a guardian is absent
for a while. Therefore, in Gelit (Qu'ttir Aist) resettlers preferred to reestablish by making
their own villages suitable for their socio-econorbietterment through abolishing the former
villages which were designed without the consernthefsubject. As shown herein, the resettlers

have had differential land acquisition strategy.aA®sult, they have varying landholding size.

Table 9: Differential landholding in the place afgin and in the resettlement site

Average At Place of| At new site| Differential | Sample taken

Landholding | origin

size of

Spontaneous | 1.27ha 3.75ha 2.48ha *North Shoa
/3.8timad’/ (195.28%)

Organized 0.32Kfa 2.1ha 1.78ha *Sidama

(556.25%)

The average national arable landholding size peséimold is estimated to be 0.97 ha (MOA,
1989) in Gizachew Abegaz (1994:23). All the resettleither spontaneous or organized have

landholding greater than their place of origin awdn the average national holding.

3. Timad is 1/3 of a hectare

® Teferi 1994:97 Land Scarcity and Landlessness iniN®8hoa: A Case Study from Wayu and Anget
Mewgiya P95-117

® Girachew Abegaz (1994:23) Rural Land use issuelspaticy.



4.2.2 Land, Marriage and Divorce
Household is socially created and sustained thrabghinstitute of marriage. In Ethiopia,
particularly among the Amhara ethic group, lande&l in household, the head of the household
administrates the land on behalf of the househuwdah for himself. The household members
have usufruct right with that of the household h@ahkhurst, 1989:51). Every family member
when matured and wanted to establish his ownnifiependently of the parents, it is mandatory
for the parents to let him begin his own life in Aanic “72" e@<7'[gojo yiwutta]. This is a
means for the parents to let children to beginrtbein life through the provision of farmland.
What was unique in the resettlement site, partibulemong the spontaneous Amhara resettlers,
was that land is basic resource for marriage soah@ can make his living. However, the same
function i.e. means of accessing farmland, is agdistmed through divorce which is antithesis
to marriage. Unlike the cultural practices of trecisty under study, the same function is

attained through the divergent social arrangemenésriage and divorce.

According to the wrida Justice office, the frequent allegation on ghenganeous resettlers was
homicide and divorce. From the interviewees at Wottwo of them declare that they have
committed divorce but living with their spouses. &dhasked about their land holding, they
asked me similar questiont7e7? @en hadan+ 2c" [yebichyen weyis kbalbete gafjterally

mean “Mine only or with my wife”. Both of them tolahe that they divorced their wives for
they were not tolerant of their spouses’ behav@ontroversially, the respondents were living
together though they divorced them. The divorce aaomplished through the customary go
between by the eldetsi#?74 5~ [shimgilinna] process and then legitimated by th@rdsla court.

Being surprised, | wondered to know how and whys tld used to happen. One of my
informants whose name and address for the sakecafisy unmentioned, stated that there was
a roamer that the land redistribution would be &thin SNNPR. Therefore, the landholding
would be no bigger than five hectare per househ®dda result of this, people whose holding
was bigger than five hectare began to worry andtedchno sustain their holding through

‘divorce’. The “divorced” woman, in accordance witke culture and law of the land, has right

to have her own farmland to subsist herself ancthiédren. Divorce, for this reason, has highly



increased after 2008. This indicates that marre divorce, the former stands for unity and
productivity, and the latter for the split up andiategration of a family become ‘synonyms’

when both execute for the attainment of the gaajussition and sustainability of landholding.

4.2.3 Landholding and Socio-Economic Status

Land is a resource where peasants irreplaceabjyorelfor their subsistence. As mentioned
above in this sub chapter the resettlers in thepkaarea has migrated for the sake of land than
any other resource. In the sites of both resettiérsehemes, almost all of the spontaneous
resettlers have made advancement in their econstatas. The production system is being
changed from consumption to market focused. In gl@a, their economic status has been
changing. Most of the spontaneous resettlers ame €6 the organized are at the stage of social
re-articulation. Formerly, they were seen as edidte they did not have anything to eat. My
informant, a clergyman at Wotwa, remembering wreggpgened when they began to resettle in
the new area, asserted: “At that time, we did raatehhouse to live in, some of us did not have
blanket to wear at night. But now, my friends haeae, truck-Obama(the new ISUZU model
truck bigger than the usual), others have grindimiff some have houses at Mizan, Bahir-Dar
and Debre Birhan. This indicates that the spontasmeesettlers have managed to reach the
stage of social re-articulation. They have esthblisa big church of SGiorgis in Wotwa at a
special place calledodit which recently takes after the name of therchuand is called as

“Giorgis”.

On the other hand, though they are being undesubpeort of the Food Security Office of the
wirdda, some of the organized resettlers have managee@ach to economic and social
development. They began to produce surplus andrdgifiyetheir income sources, though

majorities flee from the resettlement sites.

The spontaneous resettlers have firmly establisheid prestige to be called as ‘hardworking’
and prosperous. Some of them were awarded by thenad state as model farmers. However
few they are, organized resettlers who have deternio live in the new site, shown economic



advancement and changed their status from the neeslgif-food sufficient and even surplus
producers.

4.2.4 Land Use Land Cover
Many were attracted by this land distribution. Asesult, the resettlers intensively began to
cultivate crops which have never been seen in fba. &he land which had been covered with
gigantic trees has begun to grow different cropsnggquently, the land use land cover is
changed.

The total area of the d4sda according to the d&¥éda Administration office, is estimated to be
about 228,281.255 ha. The land which had been tfanes becoming the resettlement and

investment site. The following table shows the lasd patterns of theanida.

Table 10: Land use land Cover of thérida

Land use type Measure in hectare Percent Remark
Natural forest 128,024.91 56.07

Man made forest 148.89 0.07

Bush and Shrubs 29,456.535 12.90

Grazing 497.00 0.22

Annual crops 22,500.00 9.86

Perennial crops 20,000.00 8.76

Wet and bare land 27,100.65 11.90

Unproductive 148.85 0.06

Others 404.42 0.17

Source: Gurafardaaxiida Office of the Administration (GWOA) (2010).

Belay identified four distinct types of land usdtpens which include rain fed crops (which can
be divided into annual and perennial crops) honaelste garden and grazing land uses. The
effect of grazing land use is negligible (2009:8lherefore, most of the land is covered with

increasing investment and the relentless flowingnggmneous resettlers.



The Kibiles where the spontaneous resettlers reside waern@d to have inappropriate land
use land cover strategy. The inflowing populatiohe spontaneous resettlement sites together
with their intensive agricultural system is thoughbe disastrous to the welfare of the land and
the natural resources’ sustainability. For instange can comparatively examine the total

population in Wotwa and Qu’ttir A#st.

Table 11: Comparative view of the total populatimainst land use strategies

Kabale HH Population | Average Land holding/H | Remarks
Wotwa 779 5778 3.79 > o §
5 5 ©

Geli/Qu'ttir | 184 829 2.1 -
. () 'g %
Amist E 8 2

The table above indicated that the population siz&otwais by far greater than that Qfu’ttir

Anvist. As was mentioned in chapter three, Wotwa was tlaeepwhere the spontaneous
resettlers pioneered the resettlement programnie average landholding size, resulted from
the survey, showed significant different. Not otthg population that exceeded in Wotwa but

also the landholding size.

As shown on the table 11 and the statistical ewiderirom the WWrida Administration, Wotwa

is the most populousikile of the wirdda. From this point, we can deduce that the laedarsd
cover in the spontaneous resettlement sites idegrdean that of the organized. The livelihood
of the spontaneous resettlers is based of integxieulture; they used large tracts of farmland

to enhance their economic profit through augmerntneg plot of land by diverse means.

The host community in thedkile might have been pushed away when such number of
population influx intrude into the area. AccorditggQess Bld'tta.., my informant at Wotwa,

stated that the pioneering spontaneous resettiefsar of the jangle forest and the Surma

" from the survey result



raiders, and the proximity of the area to accessgices found only inBiftu, they occupied

alongside the main road.

The area they occupied might have helped themdesaamarket, access to health centers. As a

result in minimum loss of money and energy they agaad to produce and sale their products.

4.2.5Labour Recruitment and Organization
Labour in a peasant society is organized in the effigient production could be possible.
Household according to Pankhurst is predominantty economic unit of production,
consumption and reproduction with specific labaguirement and roles (1989:50). Therefore,
the basic labour of the resettlers’ is the housthOh the other hand, not only the size of the
household leads to success but also the skill efhilusehold head at recruiting members,

expanding access to land, and capital in the fdraxen (Ibid).

"Labour-rich" households, on the other hand, caocess draft power iwdinfdl or ddbo
arrangements. These oxenless households who use #reangements were found to be
disadvantaged. As theinfil partner owns no oxen, his contribution will soléky his labour,
which is a third requirement for cultivation. Thesult of the survey study showed that 2
respondents (3.57 %) from the organized resettlenael 25 (41.66%) at spontaneous
resettlement sites exchanged labour out for oxée. [&bour provider has to work one day (a

third) on his land and twdays (2/3) on the oxen owner's land.

Another method to uséraft animals isnigdnaajo. The termdenotes that a peasant with only
ox can have one througgorrowing from other peasant who on another timddcborrow an ox

from the one whom he lent before. This is wise ofseesource where there is deficiency. It
rather goes beyond borrow and lend process- matmali has its contribution in strengthening

the social relations among the resettlers.

In the sample state-sponsored resettlement sitegdtlearnt from the interview and the survey

that the exchange of labour or oxen was basedthareieligious or ethnic orientation. Those



who have relatives in the resettlement site useuate labour power through rotation based on
the agreed up on schedule. Such families saw ia gaphat they could not be dispersed during
the harvest time. They do not give land in shanguirgy if they have child/children who is/are
old enough to cultivate the land. They may exchdagd for oxen if they have no opportunity
to get draft power through their social networks.

Considering labor as one important factor, Banbe#idicted that intensity of labor would be
determined by the ratio between consumer and werkBarlett, 1980). The higher the
dependency ratio, the lower supply of householardiEecome; and the lower the supply of
labor, the weaker the household’s enterprise (DonhE094). Accordingly, Labor in Wotwa
plays crucial role to facilitate household accesdraft power and land. It also enhances income
of a household through off-farming activities. Whanterprising household heads management
skill is high the income increased due to the gbif the household head’s to recruit labour

constantly and efficiently.

In both resettlement schemes, it was exhibited évary member of a household in both
schemes, except the very young and the elderlytdasrticipate in different intensive farm
tasks. The tasks, mild and strong, can be alloch#éseéd on gender and age difference. In the
study area there are some tasks allocated to meoraen. Younger children are often engaged
in helping their parents or elders in the househMdle children look after the cattle, while
female children take over activities appropriatettteir age either with their mother or elder

sisters.

Labour division, in spontaneous and organized tlesgént sites, was based on gender
difference. This was manifested in that while mallesv, harvest, and thresh, females take care
of children, prepare food and manage the househaddidition to what they contribute to the
productive works in the farm fields. The male hdwdd head is mainly engaged in cultivation
of the cropland. He is also the manager of the d&lonisl who makes decisions on human

resource and economic matters. Thus, he allocas&s to each member of the household.



At the spontaneous resettlement sites, where alatiaste resettlers were from Amhara, female
children make the so call&tkfate(literally mean a dish or plate used to stiojera or bread).

It is embroidered by designing different eye caighpatterns using a grass called locally as
sindido. Female at the age of 11-16 were told to threadS#fatefor the reason that they are
expected by the community to have their own hom#hénnear future. Therefore, they have to

portray that they are matured and ready to take theg own home.

Case |

Serkalem Ashebir 12 years old, residing at QuAtnist kibile with her family. She is from
spontaneous Amhara resettlers. We (the researcitethe guide person) found her knitting
‘mesob”;which is a plate used for storing injera.

| am grade five student. | had been attending ajaksecondary
cycle school for there was no second cycle elememsizhool at
our or the neighbouringdbdles. Going to Kuja for me in such age
would be very challenging for the school is 2 haknaway. In
addition to the distance | had no female friendrsat | could walk
with. All the students from our surrounding are ®o#s a result |
was forced to quit my schooling. My parents alwajisme that |
am already matured to marry. | cannot escape ittfa decision
on my future is on the hands of my parents. Thexefs a matured
girl I am embroidering ‘mesob’ for two reasons. Thiest is to
show that | am able to prepare my own utensils. iindoing so |
could portray myself that | am wise to handle hiwde works.
The second is to sell it to have some money negessaaments
which culturally a matured girl beautifies herselfFor | am
expected to have my own utensil&i7 44 (literally means
“things belong to female” before | leave to my patrén-laws
home. You may think that | am too young to take tvese
responsibilities. In our culture a girl aged 9 igpected to think
about marriage and make herself ready through sarolducts.

Women’s contribution at a household level bring®wbdegree of difference between the
women at state-sponsored and spontaneous resettlasitess. WWomen at the state-sponsored
resettlement site-Qu’ttir Adst are engaged in off-farm activities though ndemsive as
women in the spontaneous resettlement site, Wolhva.former prepar&ineto-a sort of juice

made from fried barley which is not fermented blavdéured with sugar. Likewise the

spontaneous resettlen®), tella were being delivered for the local consumption.uitsrlike



banana were seen sold by the households residitfteaides of the main road. It was seen that
most of the shops in the spontaneous resettlenitestwere kept by women or children than
men. The task of both younger boys and girls, paldrly in the spontaneous resettlement sites,

is often restricted to looking after small rumirensually with their elders.

Harvesting in the area is labour intensive work. Mfprmant, Znibe, who is 43, at Wotwa,
told me that rice is a crop whose seed easily diggewvhen it dry. Therefore, if ripped, it has to
be harvested quickly. Otherwise, the seed dispdrees its coat. At this time, in the sample
kabiles, all the community is engaged in harvesting afep. No one could help the other.
Hence, it is must for those who have children mleen all be engaged at harvesting. Most of
the spontaneous resettlers, according to the rekthie survey, employ labour at this period of
the agricultural calendar. This is a peak time whalt the farmers in the dsida collect their

harvest.

Weeding in other crops like maize and sorghum deisamensive labour. However in rice, it
could not be easily weeded. Therefore, accordintpéodata from the survey, majority of the
farmers apply herbicide. The social labour orgaions are well employed during the plow
time than the harvest and weeding of rice. None#iglduring the plow, weeding and harvest of
other crops, these social labour organizationsigeofull function for the reason that the nature
of the crops provides time to collect in a relaxednner. Most of the households in the
spontaneous resettlement area do not often hice.|&ew households who have large tract of
farmland and earn much money from their extensawenfand off-farm activities are found to

hire labor.

4.2.6 Production, Consumption and Market
The resettlers, both the spontaneous and the aeghriiave brought their subsistence system in
to the research area. For instanc&eiit /Qu’ttir Amist resettlement site, people plantatset-
from which they extract fibrous flour for food. Qime other hand, in the spontaneous resettlers
homestead one could see vegetables like cabbgueempand fruits thaanset- “false banana”.

The economic crop produced in the research is a&infdr both resettlers because of the



fortuitous emergence of rice. Rice, maize, sorghaimd sesame were main annual crops
produced. Whereas, maize according to my informantsoth resettlement sites, is used for
children when it is fresh, and the straw for catBet it has been the main and staple food for

the indigenous Me’enit.

However now a days, the resettlers were strivingrtaw perennial crops such as coffee and
fruits like mango, banana, avocado. tédf is produced in the resettlement sites. This wds no
for the change in subsistence system but it wastsuted by rice. Most of the crops being
produced in the research sites are for market. Amibrem, rice and sesame are widely
produced. Therefore, in the near future, accordmghe wirida Rural Development Office
(RDO), referring to the government’s agriculturatemsion packages, prospected that the crops
which demand less energy and provide vast econbefits to the farmers would be sustainably
produced. Hereafter, agricultural produces shallnterket driven. The extension workers
encourage the peasants to shift from food secustitytegy to market oriented production.
Accordingly, it could be concluded that the resettlare in line with the intention of the
government’s rural development strategy. What #searcher has observed was witnessed by
Belay (2009:50).

4.2.7 Rice and Its Role
| learnt when | was in grade seven that rice wasdtiaple food for the Far and Middle East
people. We Ethiopian have never even seen whatigitike. However, since very recently it
has become the main crop in many parts of the cpufhis, in turn has brought the change in
the subsistence type and feeding habit of the peopherefore, peasants who had been

cultivating and eatieff as main food have shifted to rice.

According to the agricultural experts in the Bedaj zone Rural Development Office, there
are two main types of rice seed which grows inedéht agro-ecological areas. Rice grown in
Africa is called NERICA (New Rice for Africa) typek-4. The one which is grown in our
country is NERICA-4. This type of rice needs higimperature and high moisture. The zone is,
therefore, suitable for this type of rice. The hdity, the rainfall and the soil fertility is fourtd



be proper to the type of rice being cultivatedhe tesearch area. However, According to Ato
Demeke, the Information Business process OwneMBD Office, such type of rice is weak

to resist drought. So as to alleviate the shortognaf the crop, a NGO (Non-Governmental
Organization) whose objective is to boost the potigity of the peasants designed a project to

enact in the zone targeting to enhance productanty quality of rice.

Rice was given pivotal position in this study fbetfact that the socio-economic changes of the
resettlers and the people around based on it. Gheoeny of the resettlers is changed due the
suitability of the area to the crop. As mentionacthis research, the productivity of rice per

hectare is 40 quintal. Not only the productivityathmotivated the resettlers to insist on

cultivating the crop but also the immense demamdHe crop made the opportunistic crop be
dominant in the research area. As a result, theitivod of both spontaneous and organized
resettlers become dependent on rice than any bephad been cultivating for generation in

their place of home. The following table indesthow rice becomes overriding crop in the

research area.

Table 12: Land coverage, production and produgtivitrice in the virdda since 2002

Year Coverage in Hectare  Total Production Quifitattare Remarks
2002/3 146 1314 9

2003/4 925 37,000 40

2004/5 2,234.3 89,360 39.99

2005/6 6258 252,080 40.23

2006/7 9262 342,694 37

2007/8 | 13,400 361,400 27

2008/9 23,516 893,421 37.99

2009/10 | 24,516 971,764 40.29

SourceGurafarda wirida Rural Development Offig€& WRDO)

8 The productivity reduction happened due to the maatk of a pest called ‘armyworm’



The data in the table indicates that the producbbrrice in the virida has significantly
changed the agro-economy of the area. The intramueind increase in amount of produce
shifting from the subsistence economy to marketrded production. The average productivity
of rice is 38-39 quintals per hectare. The proditgtiof the crop was not the result of
technology application but due to the fertilitytbe soil and the suitability of the weather. The
production of rice in the #vdda has also changed the feeding habit of the lexsetind people
living in towns of the zone. People in towns arouhd area rather than using only teff for
bakinginjera shifted to mix it with rice. It helped the communiib withstand the escalating

price of teff.

4.2.8 Livestock Raising
Peasant households entirely depend on cultivationraps and raring of animals for their
livelihood. “Livestock is the most important asseftithout which peasants fell below the
subsistence level faster than usual” (Mesfin, 1991) can also be used to access other
important factors of production, particularly drédbour. Livestock is a crucial labour force of

production that supplements the ability of householcultivate their land properly on time.

Most of the households in the both sample areasotigpossess oxen. Ownership of a pair of
oxen is taken as an indicator of independent atidredmnt household in the spontaneous
resettlement. However in the state-sponsored heisetht, it was seen as a sign of richness. The
success of households also depend on the ownerkinestock particularly oxen.

In the spontaneous resettlement area, wheneveusehold head owns a pair of oxen he (not
often she) can sharecrop in more land. In the siav@sored resettlement site, if one is able to
buy small ruminants like sheep and goats, he cbaldaid that he has enough. Though one
owns small ruminants, s/he lacks labor that contatease his/her efficiency in production. A
household head that owns a pair or more oxen iggtiato be more advantageous. He can have
human labour in exchange of the draft labour. Iditah to direct benefit one could have extra
time to engage in off-farm activities. Thus, ona sastain his household needs, if he/she has
draft power and some small ruminants.



The role of livestock is not solely limited to theovision of draft power, it also provides supply
of milk and butter, power for transportation, protilon of saleable offspring and it is a means
of capital accumulation. In the state-sponsorecettiesnent site, out of the total sample
households forty-one (73.21%) of them are oxen. [€be following table shows differential
ownership of livestock and other animals betweeea #pontaneous and state-sponsored
resettlers.

Table 13: Livestock rearing

Resettlement scheme

No of oxen Spontaneous Organized Remarks
Frequency percent FrequencyPercent

None 8 13.33 12 29.27

Single 20 33.33 19 46.34

A pairs 28 46.66 16 24.39

Above a pair 6 10

Total 60 100 41 100

The figures in the table indicate that almost twdlthe spontaneous resettlers have a pair of
oxen where as majority (42.85%) of the state-omgthiresettlers have only one ox. Of them
most of the oxen were provisions of the governni@gm. However, among them 25% owned a
pair of oxen. This indicates that the spontaneessttlers exceeded in having more oxen than
the state-sponsored resettlers. The more the nuofbexen, the better the efficiency of the
peasants’ productivity would be. Number of oxengdoet only indicate the amount of wealth
possessed by the households but also is a prospémtuthe enhancement of the future
prosperity. Therefore, the gap between the spooten@nd organized resettlers would be
widened.

%0One of the pairs or even the single one is of threatlon provided through credit.

9 One of the pairs or even the single one is of treatdon provided through credit.



4.2.9 Agricultural Production Calendar

Resettlers in both schemes articulated that promlu@t the resettlement area become different
from their place of origin. The change is not omytype of produce but also in production

calendar. In the new area, production takes platceeta year. This change in production

demands new procedure and way of plowing fromttiney were accustomed to in their place of
origin. There are two harvest seasons-tlily Bnd Mahar in the new area. Accordingly, the
procedure goes on from January to February witlcls@rance of land. Then they saw Maize in
March. From March to June is period to saw ricee §hp of time, they reasoned, is to buy time
during harvest and the grace period to wait fon.r&m June and July sorghurGdbi-a type

which is used for household consumption) Novembdr@ecember is a harvest time.

4.3 Socio-Economic Institutions
Social organizations are institutions which areuntdrily organized gatherings of people so as
to make decisions on incidences which demands atoiée action, fitting to the cultural

practices of the people under question.

As agriculture is labour intensive activity, it dands multiple human and animal labour. In
order to subsist oneself and the household sufigieone needs to have collaboration with
others in one or other social ties. Among theitigknetworks, social and economic institutions
are widely employed in peasants’ livelihood. Custaoynorganizations make the work done
effective and further strengthen the social tiemofAg these organizations employed in the
sample resettlement sitd3gbo, Wenfdl, Mdqdnajo, Idir, Mahber, Sinkdte andlqub are widely

used.

The resettlers, either the spontaneous or the mg@hnemployed strategies through organizing
the relatives and other neighboring labour to a&ssa€h other on the basis of voluntarism.

These labour organizations are calliédo, winfil andmiganajo.



Ddbo is a working institution where feast is preparedtfee labour delivered. It is not for all
but those with vast tract of land and well-to-dosgite labour for the exchange of feast that he
provides.Ddboin Ethiopia is common in all parts. In the resetibat area under question, most
of the resettlers empldydbo when the time for plowing demands quick respobs#ao could

be with anyone who could change labour for thetfpasvided.

Winfal is a strategy where labour, draft animals and camaeof production exchange among
households at peak agricultural seasons. The egehanperiodically scheduled and used in
rotation. The sizes of the working parties varynironvo to ten. The arrangement is based on
neighborhood and the strength of the person,steonger with the stronger, and weaker with
the weakerWdnfal is common at the time of plowing, weeding and hsting. As it can be
discerned in the table 13, most of the househotdeal own livestock particularly, oxen. The
availability or lack of a pair of oxen determinde tlevel of income of households, and the
degree and mechanisms of dependence of peasanteeyn. The deficiency level of a peasant
household plays a decisive role in conditioning ey in which a household enters into a
social and economic relations. It is worth discogslifferent mechanisms that households who
do not own livestock, particularly draft power,lizé these mechanisms as a means to access
land and labor. The availability of such mechanisemables households to support their
relatives despite the scarcity of draft power. Eh@go have single oxen can have another
through winfil. A household may offer its ox/oxen winfil arrangement not only for mere
exchange of labour and draft power but also théilitya of a farmer to farm ones cropland
because of physical feebleness, lack of labor asd&lmold level. Those households that own one
extra ox over a pair give it to others in arrangetaeén order to reduce the need for fodder and

to increase the availability of grain in their hehsld.

Mdqdnajo: Mdgdnajois a livestockarrangement made between two household headswhat o
an ox each. As the households contribute an equaliat of input, they plough their land in an
equal turn. They will exchange their ox in a daywo based on the period of intensity of work.
The partners in avigdnajo arrangement share none of the output they obtaim their field.

The mdgdnaajo arrangement can have some constraints on agriglltasks in times of



intensive work. Households can hardly prepare tlagid at the right time. This constraint has
an urges the farmers to have synchronization ofstta®ce resource with people of the same
level. Most of the aforementioned mechanisms aesl us access draft power. The reason is
related to the crucial role that oxen play in thebiity of households.

The above mentioned labour organizations and aeraegts were observed in both

resettlement schemes.

Non labour social institutions were also seen fiamobg in both resettlement sites. Among

them idir, mahbr, sinbite and iqub are described herewith.

Idir is a social organization established by peopladivn the same area where they cooperate
burying the dead body of a person and consolingahely of the deceased. It is not only for
the purpose of burial ceremony but also has psygicdl therapeutic function particularly
where people are at the time of social disarticatatin addition to the benefits to the mourning
household, it also is a forum where people disalgsit the history, livelihood and politics. In
general,idir now a days, according to my informant in Wotwa, alonghwother social
institutions become one of the significant socigamizations which functions the displacees in
a better meaning than it had been used at thaie@#&origin.For the people in the resettlement
areas of both types, this social institute functias a means of expressing solidarity among the
communities. However the institution has been fimnetl in both schemes, it was exhibited that
the form and the magnitude of the function andarele of the community on it differs in both
resettlement schemes. Accordingly, the spontaneesettlers were organized idir around
their residencgo’tt (village based organization) in the new resettlenaeea. However on the
other hand, in the state-sponsored resettlerandie membership criterion at the resettlement
site for idir wasappeared to be ethnicitfhere are Wolayta, Sidama, and Kambata idirs at

Qu'ttir Amdstresettlement site.

On the other hand, at Wotwa, there found sedés which are organized at the parish of St.
Giorgis church. Theyidirs) are controlled by the arch priest of the parishis,;Taccording to
my informant, the arch priest at St. Giorgis, waadm by their forefathers to reinforce



regulations so that every member shall be volugtabeyed by the institutiondir among the
spontaneous resettlers was as a voluntary tas& feihach had been carrying patients from their
site to Biftu, seat of the &¥ida administration, where the health center is fouduos were
effective in mobilizing the community during thene of site establishment. In the beginning
there was the pandemic malaria outbreak. At tteatma idir played paramount role to the
adaptation and stability of the pioneering communiHad it not been the function of idir, it
would have been difficult and even impossible fodividual household to withstand the

epidemic, the arch bishop emphatically stated.

On April 17, 2011, when | was at Qu'ttir Aist/Gelit, | heard that there was mourning. Along
with Beyene Sharab we reached there. They thought We were government agents.
Explaining what we were searching for, we requestedh to let us learn about the idir. One of
the adults told us the followin@:he case ilmharic is called asndrdo’- mourn caused by the

news heard about the death of a relative from lergs. Relatives who live far away and unable

to reach at the burial time have their mourn inrthesidence.

Case Il
Ato Tsegaye heard the news about the death oklaive (His nephew) in his place of origin.

He told us the following.

| had been living at Kuja. | had idir with my riveoys there at Kuja. In
seeking vast tract of farmland | came to Qu'ttir#stn | had two idirs, one
at Kuja-which is at least 2 hours walk and the setdere in Qu'ttir
Amist. People came from Kuja to console us. The wiQu'ttir Amist
prepares feast that could entertain the guests edre to console us. We
do not have to worry about what to deliver to owests. The idir takes
care of the people coming from far away. Peoplalmearing us food and
coffee. But those who visit us from far away gieaey so that | could see
off my guests. | attend the visiting guests in otdedentify who worries
about me. | can identify my enemy and friem@l¢&s ma4729° Anensav”
[widajina ‘telaten liyibdtallehu/. In the midst of the sorrow it is mandatory
for me to attend the visiting guests. This is autuce. Those even wlare
not members of the idir are visiting us. This mightmy river boys, the
resettlers who have compassion for me or those waald like to build
relationship with me are attending the consolatidbherefore according to



our culture | have to attend the visitors. On thleep hand | am expected to
show that | am grateful for them.

The household at the mourning as we learnt wena f@ondar. Majority of the people who
came from Kuja were from the same place of origin.

This indicates that idir is not the social orgatima that is used to serve only one function to
the members. Membership in such social organizatrequires certain criteria in accordance
with the organizers composition and intention. Ti&@n purpose ofdir is to carryout funeral
ceremonies, to console the relatives of the dedeaisé to easily entertain the guests who visit
them during the time of mourn which normally wotddte 7-12 days. Members of tltér have
their turn to serve the lamenters and their gudats and night. In addition to the service
provided during the lamentation period, memberghefidir shall lend hand for those lost
household labour due to death of a family member Wad been performing the household’'s
subsistence activities. EacHiri has an elected committee, comprising a chairmaputge
secretary and a treasurer. The committee is electedally. The chairperson is elected from the
elder members of the community who are expectddetdt members equally and supposed to
work hard for the development of thbr .

The following description is about the religiousisd institutions employed exclusively by the
orthodox Christians.

Mahibdr is a voluntary religious association where memistrare feasts prepared by the
commemoration of a saint, a Martyr or an Anglas lbne of the social organizations in Wotwa
but not at Qu'ttir Andst. Mahibars in this paper are religious association based a@n th
commemoration dedicated to a saint recognized &\Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Church.
It is a memorial of a saint, a religious martyrasr theirdate ofbirth or death, or an Angle
believers participate in a matrbof a saint whom he/she is accustomed to the ipeaat their
place of origin. At Wotwa, many of the followers tife Orthodox Tewahido Church have a
mahtir at St. Giorgis’s commemoration day at th&' gthe 23 Ethiopian) of every month at
which St. George was believed to be martyred. hAtday, | observed that fiveahihirs of St.

George had been having feast which was meant toeberated/ blessed from the holly



covenant believed by the followers of the ortho@xistians in the area and around the world.
The number of members in eanfahihir varies from 12 to 24.The most common is twelve.
According to the arch priest, and the canon ofctimerch, the number of a matnkshall be 12.
The reason behind is the symbolization of the I#s s Jacob and the twelve apostle of Jesus
Christ. Citing from the Acts Chapter one, the sameérce told me that the apostles used to have
meal together. Therefore, the informant continties,feast is the symbol of unity and oneness
in belief. Extending his description about the dagan, if a member encounters difficulty,
every member has spiritual obligation to sharebtimelen of his brother or sister of the ‘feast’ in
Amharic“ ese eee oo eeee [Y gtsiwa windim wiyim ihit]. Membership is mainly based on

friendship believing in the benediction of a saint martyr.

On the other Sunday, | witnessed that, memberd@fQrthodox Christians having gender
differentiated Sinbdte at Wotwa. A mahifir which is commemorated on Sundays is called
Sinbetie. Snbidt mean seven and the seventh day of the week. dicgpto the believers, the
day on which God rested after creating for six détyaccording to the same source is an order
for the believers to get blessed from the day wed selected by God. In the New Testament,
and in the Dogma of the Church, the day is belieteede the birth of Jesus Christ, the
descendent of the Holy Spirit to the apostles. Mbst given accord to the day is the dooms day
is believed to be ataBhbit. Hence referring to the above mentioned soureebiievers are

devoted in participating in the feast with a seofsgolidarity and oneness.

Most women have Mariam (St. Maryhahibar on the 2% of every Ethiopian month to
commemoration of St. Mary’s death. The basic pplecof women'snahibaris the same as the
males'. The only difference in femalesahibaris thatdo not involve in economic cooperation
especially in regard to agricultural activity. khes not mean they have no involvement. Though
not in muscular works, they prepare food and dfartkhe men who are engaged at work in the
farm land. They also engage in social solidarityvétes visiting each other, helping in works
during mourn and wedding in the sense‘Mfhibdrtegna’ literally member of the same

association. Generallypahibar has not functioning only religious purpose; rathsrsocio-



economic importance is far reaching. It also stileeigs social ties and results solidarity among

the members and promotes socio-economic collaloorathen the members face crises.

In addition to the feast of solidarity and welfatee members also help each other when
problems occur to the members. In addition, if é¢hisr a shortage of labour and oxen in the
household of the deceased person, the members wiathikir are responsible to plough, weed,
and harvest the plots of the deceased membersitftaaa year, depending on the need of the
deceased household. Thus, it has an economic Gumicto.

The key person in a Maliibis Mussie Mussieis a person who organizes the order of the
members who consecutively prepare the feast; judbesfeasts quality and makes the
memberghahibertegnAto vindicate the one who offered the feast. Haembers the fourth
person to make essential preparation for his/her. tde is also responsible to report if there
exist inconveniences among the members. Vlussieis assisted byerge-mussigliterally
mean deputy) who takes care of the members inbibenae thélussieand consults thMussie

as well. At Wotwa mahber plays significant roletl® community with the divine authority of

the priests.

On the other hand, instead of mahlihe state-organized resettlers particularlyRhaetestants
have church fellowship and collaboration among rtfembers of the same church. This was

being led by the church elders who are recognigeithe congregation.

A social institution which runs the financial acauation and redistribution of the society is
called as iqublqub is a voluntary monetary saving association in whattlthe members collect
equal money through lottery system. Members getaitheunt of money equivalent to their net
contribution. The payment is collected weekly. dtlead by a chairperson and a secretary.
According to my informant at Wotwa, the resettieese not motivated by the local government
as they had been providing credit to thewz?7a7 42, [y dmangist sifari], meaning the
government resettlers. Therefore, they had no anthat bad dayaire h# #2 77297 h»57F3
Aanzo9bdziya yikifu gin manim kgonnachin aldgbdrdm]. So they establishedjub where



they could develop their accumulation for ‘bad daysl to enhance their productivity. One of
the differing points between the two resettlemectiesnes is that the magnitude and the
usability of the local institutions. In the sporganis resettlement sites, these institutions are

established and become culture and long endured.

In the state-sponsored resettlement sites, it e@®i that the resettlers get loan from the Omo
Micro Credit and Saving Institute (OMCSI). They tumger need to have Iqub. They have
peasants association (PA) through which they getwture inputs in credit and sell their
products. The organized resettlers though not @tlltigeir oxen on credit from the OMCSI
through the Food Security office of theikdda. Still they get credits from the institute thgbu
the extension agents of thélle.

According to the records of theiliéile, the overwhelming number of the state-sponsored
resettlers at Qu'ttir Ariist is protestant believers. Ato Tk who is 56, reside at Qu'ttir Adst

(the only Guragie in the resettlement site andptiméestant church elder) asserts that, Protestant
Christians have their own mechanism help each oMgiinformant stated that Christians need
collaboration. They have their owdir and they help each other even though they do aat h
mahikir alike the Orthodox Church. The church elders hr@gponsibility of taking care of the
believers. They ask each other about the welfamiomembers.

To put in a net shell, the above mentioned soadighmizations are strongly functional among
spontaneous resettlers’ site than that of the-sfad@sored areas. The state-sponsored resettlers
appeared to be more reliant on the governmenttutistis such agell, go'tt and Peasants
Cooperative Association (PA). On the other hand,opposed to the organized resettlers,

spontaneous resettlers found to rely on the sow#tutions than the government structures.

This indicates that spontaneous resettlers mighe Hauilt self-reliance, confidence and to
consolidate themselves within than state-organizeskttlers. These social and economic
institutions have helped the resettlers to copé wWie severe challenges that they faced since
the beginning of the resettlement.



4.4 Adaptive Strategies: Spontaneous and Organized

Resettlers
In this research, the term adaptive strategy isnteathe mechanism that the resettlers employ
in order to fit to the new social and the physieal/ironment. The area where the resettlers’
occupied is by far different from their place ofigim. Hence, it entails systematic way of
familiarizing themselves to the host community aeden to the diversified resettling
community. Furthermore, they need to have meandetd with the forest, weather and the

agriculture season differentiations.

4.4.1Social Integration

The resettlement sites are places where heteragesdound to be meticulous. The linguistic,
cultural and religious differences among the réasstiare portrayed in the diverse aspects of the
community. These diversities might have challengjeel social adaptation and integration
process. Resettlement, according to Mengista, process individuals or group of people leave
their original settlement sites to resettle in ree@as, where they can begin new trends of life by
adopting themselves to the physical, social andidirative systems of the new environment
(1992: 396).

Ethnic federalism in the reality of SNNPR and tleseattlement programme was found to be
incompatible. Federalism in Ethiopia is based dmietty. The country is divided in to seven

regional states and two city municipalities. Of tlegional states, SNNPR is the one where
more than 56 ethnic groups reside. Among the etgroaps in the region the four language
families spoken in the country’s different regioae found in the region. Of the Semitic

language family Guragie is spoken in Guragie zdPeople who speak Cushitic language
families live in Hadiya, Sidama, and Gedeo. Thosapte who speak Omotic language families
found in around the Omo River, Kaffa and Bench Magnes. Others who speak the Nilo-
Saharan language families live on the southwesgimanf the country and the region as well

(Awoke, 2007).



The spontaneous resettlers who came from the AnfRagion are from the Semitic language

family. This has great impact particularly among thcal political elites of the zone and the

warada.

Another social integration mechanism is inter-athmarriage between the resettlers and the
indigenous community. It hardly portrayed in theearch sites. However, there is as single
inter-ethnic marriage between the Amhara spontanezsettler and the local Me’enit.

The marriage has been seen as an icon for thosesedtothe integration of the people residing

in the area.

Case Il
Inter-ethnic marriage between the Me’enit man andAanhara woman was a symbol in the
area. These are Demissie Bulay, 45 and Senait ARSnu

My wife is called Senayit Alemu. She is from tihehdra resettlers. |
found her in Wotwa. | approached her when | waskifieile chairman. |
asked her for marriage. But She refused to mar#egenit whose culture
and ethnicity is different. But relentlessly | tti¢o convince her. . |
insistently told her that marriage in Me’enit is tgpdeath. The wealth that
we had would be passed to her through her elder kmtening to my
news in the area, she lately agreed to marry nteldl her that | had first
wife and how the wives are administered. Finally; onion became real.
Then, we two decided to make it hidden till the iatexh is settled.
Knowing that some resettlers do not have gooduatittowards Me’enit,
we made things secret till the go betweens sétdeartarriage deal. Some
resettlers, of course, have good attitude toward@s hhad paved things
suitable to the resettlers and made them get endaghland when the
first resettlers arrived. During that time | wasetishairman of the &bdle.
All the land distribution was done under my commaFitey take me as
administrator though | left the position. Both tke’enit and the resettlers
still consider me as a boss.

Our marriage, due to my position in the Me’enit coamity and the
Ambhara resettlers, succeeded in resolving the wdnfthich rose between
the Me’enit and the Amhara resettlers in the ye@80Ne have two
children. We become among the rich. We have inesstfarmland unlike
my Me’enit brothers. We are taken as the symbahef Amhara and
Me’enit community unity. In Me’enit culture marriads between clans.
Therefore, we (Me’enits) claim that Amhara is sdalighter in-law for
us.



My name is Senayit | am 26 years old and wife ohidgie. Our marriage
was unplanned. In the beginning it was very diffifor me to fit with the
culture and language of the Me’enit community. Hosveafter sometimes,
| learnt everything and even | become good ‘popgr(idge) maker.

| liked my marriage for the fact that it becameam® to resolve the
triggered clashes between the Amhara resettlerstaadvVie’enit at Berji
Kdbdgle. This is due to My husband’s position in botle ttontending
community. | am really happy in my marriage fosdved my people from
being compelled out.

Another means of the Amhara-Me’enit integrationtéghnological transfer. According to

Tikdsh, ®me of the Me’enits like Demissie, Tsafi, and o#hdrave been transformed from to
having little to build iron-roofed houses and owasvagriculture investment. They declare that
it is due to the lessons, assistance and encousgepnovided from some of the Amhara
resettlers.

Tsafi revealed that we (Me’enit) were made to be memobktke idir and
iqub. This has made the social integration easybioth of us. The same
source said that except some mischievous resettheat the local people in
the name of land rent and contract which the Md'drad never been
practiced, the Amhara resettlers have shown ushbans of development
without discrimination. Our clan men looking at divelihood attainments
became eager to take part in the practice of dgpraknt. We (Me’enit) do
not have culture of saving but now many of our awve their saving in
iqub, which can guarantee them build big iron-rabfeouses and extend
their income.

The very challenge for the integration of the rses and the local community is the issue of
the forest. Tsafi suggests that if the new commupiieserves some of the selected trees used
for hanging beehives, the local community in itsntwould benefit the resettlers by teaching
them how to produce honey and make money from it.

From the above social integration process, it cheldaid that the resettler have been striving to

fit to the social environment. However, since tleary2008, the local political elites and the



local community become suspicious of the spontameesettlers. This happened due to the

breach of local land agreement and the frequenididencommitted.

4.4.2 Religious Institutions and Their Role
Every peasant has belief in which s/he is dedicatedain spiritual benedictions. It was
observed that most of the resettlers in both rese¢int types involve in religious practices. In
the state-sponsored resettlement sites as indidabed the survey of the sampleilile,
majority of the resettlers are protestant Christiaddowever in the spontaneous resettlement

Orthodox believers appeared to be overwhelmingimlver, not few Muslims also reside in.

Therefore, as has been seen in the lives of tredtiess at Wotwa, Muslim resettlers at Kayr
Amba are led by not only the KA @éle Administration) leaders but also they have decdla
dedicated regulation which binds people who residbat particular area. The total households
residing in Kayr Amba are only 125. In the villagee local Sunni Muslim leader who fled
from Wollo due to conflict with other Muslim religus cult established a committee of the
Jama, ( literally mean the congregatioifhe committee reinforced canonical regulations Wwhic
could help them live in peace and help each othethat they could attain their social and
economic attainment. It is must to all to abidetbg regulation. The special regulation was
enacted by the local Sunni Muslim leader whom thepte followed to the resettlement area. In
the regulation: Intoxication, listening to musicdadancing being gathered in one place are
completely banned. There are also obligations tp bach other, to assist the widows till she
marries again. These and other social and religmarmons were set so as to make the
community gain what they lost during the time afpdacement. According to my informant in
the village, the people in order not to disappdire religious leader, they do not want to
contravene the reinforced law. The people livindkayr Amba are known for their allegiance

to the local and riada government unlike other spontaneous resettlers.

In Codit, Giorgis and Qu'ttir Hulet, the parish of &iorgis governs all the conflict resolution,
land based disputes and marriage. The priests &averity over the believers. Believers are



seen to be obedient to the words of the priest.celethe church and the Mosques are

employing ‘canonical’ regulations where peopleha teligions abide by.

In the state-sponsored resettlement sites, theresligious institutions which have authority on
their members though the government structure irerdominant. Religious associations and
leaders reemerge and elders started to play imgaée again. Burial and saving associations
reemerge again in a new form. Reciprocal work gsoapd mutual help schemes may be
reestablished, and trade and markets might becoperiant adaptive strategies (Pankhurst and
Piguet 2004:72). According to my informants in @u’Amast, the resettlers had initially been
almost all in all dependent on the government sdirectill the institutions are established; the
people were in adjustment problem and confusiowlwdt to do and what not to. But now, the
function of the social institutions indicates thiie resettlers are in the stage of social
reconstruction.

Case IV

My name is Teka. | am 56. | live in Qu'ttir Ast “sdfdra”( resettlement
site). | am Guragie in ethnicity; but the only Ggm in the site. In the
beginning we were 38. However, two weeks afteraotival my men left
the resettlement site by selling the agriculturelsagiven. They used the
money for transportation. Knowing that the firsetbnges never persist,
| decided to persevere. Though | decided notawdehe site, in the first
time it was gave for me to live with people to whbmio not know.
However, with the help of god | withstand the dafradle. If | do not
persevere, what will 1 be? | know | cannot returack to my home of
origin nothing to do for my seven children whoneft them. | came here
to let my children live good life than they had mekinsisted in living.
The very thing that made me live here is that #lgyious brothers. We
pray together, we visit each other. One strengtlieasther.

Now | am happy with my decisions for | have goigrels brothers who
replaced the lost men of my ethnic group. | hapipgt | send money to my
children yearly. They are leaning well. We are KieaNothing worries
me. The only thing that | do be troubled is thedmis and the pigs. The
church service made me forget everything that tiesime. Days go and
days come but | am happy to being here.

According to this case, many of the resettlers weagle to retain in the resettlement sites due

the function of the religion so as to integrate auhpt to the resettling community though



diverse they are and the physical environment hewbsrsh it is in comparison to their place of

origin.

4.4.3 Resettlers and the Physical Environment
Environment is widely defined to encompass our aurding, including nature, natural
resource and the socio-economic and physical iméretsire created by human beings (Rogge
1981:2). Ecological problems include serious emvinental hazards such as land degradation,
loss of wildlife and loss of forest resources. Lalejradation is loss of soil and water, loss of
soil nutrients and biological degradation (Dessal2g03:43f, Oberai 1992:92).

Land becomes seriously degraded due to over-caatiemt of people in a new area when a
number of resettlers are added to the previousigtiag host community. This potentially

causes environmental degradation, which in the lumgleads to a systematic desertification
process. The challenge of African countries is fifi@ng policy issues which are able to put our

resettlement patterns in harmony with our environing€ook 1994:210).

The problems of environment and settlement incafare well known. There is a rapid upward
population growth, which is increasingly puttingegsure on limited resources such as
agricultural land. Wherever the people settle theagst utilize the local resources. The problem
becomes serious when utilization of these resouscesupled with poor management practices
found in many African countries. Thus environmendalgradation, population growth and

settlement cannot be divorced from each other (R09).

In accordance with above idea, the resettlement emdronmental degradation nexus is
inevitably congruence. Unless managed to suit éoettology of the local environment and the
influx community, it would create depletion andrtenother displacement may occur. Before it
brings the vicious disaster, it has to be managet iinfant stage. Hereunder, it is attempted to
describe the conception and practice of both lesatint schemes against the natural resource

in the context of Gurafardainida.



I. The Resettlers’ Perception and Strategy to the Phial

Environment

Both the spontaneous and the organized resettirs relatively similar perceptions to the
physical environment. According to the informaleiniiews with the resettlers, it is learnt that t
when they entered for the first time, it seemetht&m that it was unfriendly habitat for it was
full of wild animals. According to the informantoim the spontaneous settlers, ‘the forest is
waste land that was left unplowed for generatidime indigenous people are perceived as lazy
for they have never exploited the land. They blariedlocal people for leaving it habitat to
wild animals which are hostile for humans. Simifathe state-sponsored resettlers reveal that
the forest is unfriendly for human security andpcproduction. However, the expressions are
euphemistic. The resettlers’ perception of the aysenvironment is hostile. If one calls the
forest as the den of beasts, the perception isastqunably unconstructive. That is why they are
engaged in clearing the trees from their plot aflla and the surrounding. The very thing that
made them negative to the forest was their expegiend the mind set constructed in their
place of origin. Both the spontaneous and stataerorgd resettlers were from plain fields of
Shoa and the Rift Valley zones. Therefore, it coudd be strange for one if they feel like to
abhor something they have never experienced inlifeeilt is the question of adaptability. This

feeling will prevail until a compatible programneeddapted.

Most of the pioneering self-initiated resettlersabished at Wotwa, Berji and Kujélkiles. All

lie across the main road towarBéma. As mentioned above, a discussant in Wotwibile
declared" 2ha. 77711 ALvr? LA#h 9770 177375 FCi A2E', [‘'chakkaw migib ayihon yiligis
migib timdn’tironna tarso inji], literally means the forest can never be food rathed can be
plowed when it is chopped. Since the spontanecettlers are intensive agriculturalists, they
need to have large tract of land that could malkentiyrow crops to fulfill their subsistence.
According to the discussants at Wotwa, they flesnfrtheir place of origin not only they lack
farm land but also they need to produce surplusnaaximize their benefit to assure sustainable
self-sufficiency. In order to attain their goalgethesettlers work day and night relentlessly in
avoiding the “obstacles”- the forest that invitbe thostile wild animals. The only strategy to

cultivate crops and make surplus from it is throatgaring the forest, as one of my anonymous



informants in Wotwa. The same informant asserts tthey have never been in jangles before
but bare lands. Therefore, it is difficult for thexm make their cultivation compatible to the
dense forest. Another informant in the same sitd 8at, “ 4 §° Preiw- vzt 0,9 A28 40
AP0 ALLAIP AU TPt D 1173 ALk TP6m) bP APFAIVZ PIPIEAN 7D~ 7047 hifd« (I 10 PAD- (ALY
aayng. P7L o7 [igna ydma'tandw mriret filiga miw inji dur lininkebakeb ayidlam;
silézih miretun tién lédénnu mi’chdndq anichilim; yimminitiligaw miret kizafu sir riw
yaldw; selezih nimdn’tdru yagid naw] . Literally means “We came not to nourish the fotmst
to seek farmland. Therefore, since the land is dnthe forest, the forest shall be cut off. We

cannot be sympathetic for the forest than the fand.

The change in agricultural lands overtime and spewmeld result in deforestation, land
degradation, and biodiversity loss. Resettlershm wirada have made these consequences to
happen through clearing forest and shrubs so asxpand their agricultural land (Belay
2009:51).

The organized resettlers, though not comparablbk thié spontaneous resettlers, affected the
environment in cutting trees for building housdseotthan the first house had been built around
the homestead far from their farmland. When buddiew houses, they cleared the surrounding

to make the place safe from unfriendly animals iasdcts.

The host communities are very keen and sensitioeitathe adverse effects of the scheme on

their local natural resources, particularly theefgrupon which their livelihood is embedded.

ii. The Land, Rice and Trees
Land, rice and trees become the issue of conflatd is a resource where rice is grown. It is
also a place where trees exhibit their giganticybsldading the ground under them. The two
rival natures found to be hostile to each othethe resettlement area. According to the
agricultural extension officers’ observation aneé tesettlers, thincompatibility of the trees
and the rice resulted bad feeling between thettesetind the host community. Beyene Sharab

the extension worker at Qu'ttir Aist Kibile explains that rice by its nature abhors the gartes



of trees around it for two serious reasons. Thet g that rice does not like tree shade. The
second cause is that the trees sometimes hostthastdamage rice. Due to this reasons, the
resettlers avoid trees from and around their fanchlaThe Trees were made dry on standing
without being cut down. This has been done thropgéling the barks of the trees in their
farmland or setting fire underneath the trees. sTunseen damage made the trees dry being
erected. Subsequently, the resettlers (particuthiyspontaneous) were seen as hostile to the
forest and hated by the local community as dangetolive with. Therefore, from this point of
view, it could be said that the resettlers’ sulesise system (intensive agriculture) is not

compatible with the forest.

Resettlers evidenced that trees are hosts of pgstentioning the incidence happened in 2008.
In this year pests severely damaged the rice catipgver the viirida. Resettlers and even
experts in the zone assert that the pests atithatsheltered on trees. Since then, the resettlers’

perception for trees has been hostile.

lii. The Trees, Bees and the Cattle

Me’enits are the local community who are agro-ftees They, as mentioned in this chapter,
are shifting cultivators, based on slash burningho@s. They saw not harnessing the plow
animals but hoe. The crops cultivated in the areda subsistence of the household. For their
economic purpose, they rely on honey producedtiomdilly from giant trees. On the contrary,
the resettlers (both types) have no practice afudjpire. These two incompatible traditions were
merged to live together. The resettlers, who catévcrops and rear animals for their
subsistence and economic purpose, are encountehaigenge and clashes between the local
Me’enit and Majangir. The reason for this appearcete the differential subsistence system all
the actors employ. According to my informant T<gtfiallo (local person) evidenced, the deadly
clash took place at Berji #ile between the native Me’enit and the Amhara rksetThe
resettler requested the Me’enit to take away hishive from the trees at his farmland. The
cause for the request, according to the same sonasethe bees that had stung the cattle which

sheltered at the shade of a tree. According toD¥tniel Mitiku, the then Agriculture and Rural



Development office Head, theiwida is known for the presence of the hostile flyahhtauses
trypanosomosis

This insect stings the cattle when the sun is Abthis time the cattle, to get rid of the insects,
would like to shelter under trees. Cattle not aydy sheltered but also stroke their body against
the tree so that they could avoid the pain mad¢hbysting. When the movement shakes the
tree, the bees which are extra ordinarily alertrdpa strong sun begin to counteract against the
cause of the shake. Therefore, the cattle underdreany living being moving around which

were thought to disturb the normal atmosphere @bées would bombard.

From the above four sections we learnt that thettless, particularly the spontaneous resettlers
livelihood which had been employed on the North&hptains could not go with the low land
forest area. In one or other way, their percepgiod action indicate that they had never been in
the area covered with dense forest. Their adaptaticategy to the new area appeared to be
incompatible to the local ecosystem and the subsist strategy of the indigenous Me’enit
community. The conflict we learnt has not beentd# individual behaviour but due to the
livelihood and adaptive strategy difference betwdba resettlers and the host Me’enit

community.

Iv. Forest, Resettlers and Agriculture Investors
Resettlers and investors are two new arrivalsenatiea where jungle forests are exhibited. Both
need farmland to cut off trees and grow crops tdosgstence and economic purposes. The new
comers are very strangers to forest. As a resualtkeithe indigenous people they look at it
differently.

The investors in one side downsize the numbereastrOn the other side the resettlers cut them
off from their farmland. According to the forestpexts in the zone at Rural Development
Office, during the beginning of the agriculture @stment, it is expected that there would be
clearance of farmland. However, the land providedhe investors was not depleted from the

forest cover as it was predicted. This was for rdeson that some of the investors cultivate



coffee and fruits which do not need to avoid thest However, some investors were found to
completely clear the forest and planted rice, atloeit off with saw and axe. The most horrible |
heard was that one investor near Kayr Amba burteasdt 250 gigantic trees spilling gasoline

on them.

Having seen these damaging activities of investorsthe forest resource, the spontaneous
resettlers cut the trees off their farmland. Wheseytwere told to refrain from doing so, they
were pointing towards the investors. To suppoH itiea lets quote the saying from Kayr Amba
dwellers. Ahmed whose name is changed, told me*Tireg authorities always tell us to refrain
from cutting trees but they do not utter the saargliage to the investor. They questioned,
“ A1 AL AF P (1460 A28 AF Pk io?” [inv dstaru lddanu lij, safariw ydinjdra lij
mdhonu riw], meaning that ‘Is the investor son of the foresiievthe resettlers are step-sons?’
The resettlers taking some investors’ worst prastias an example, they attempt to counteract

the accusation. In doing so, they found to batittliheir impact on deforestation.

In the action and word contention of both new car(egsettlers and investors), the forest has
been damaged since one condemning the other forwiheng doing. Since the issue of the
forest becomes the interest of environmentalist$G® recently launched forest rehabilitation

project in some #biles of the viirada under question.

4.5 Resettlers’ Differential Socio-economic Change an@ontinuity
In both resettlement schemes, the resettlers hevelaped differential livelihood and adaptive
strategies. These strategies have brought socimeado difference from one scheme to the
other.

Resettlement involves accelerated socio-econonangeh Certain
physical changes, such as the new land-use plantlaadctual
relocation, have to take place within the agenqgytsject cycle.
DIDR also speeds up the process of local commaugniitiereasing
involvement with, and often dependence upon, thieier political
and economic setting. The changed balance betweksistence
and cash sources of income tends to lead to chaingeatterns of
consumption, and to a more urban-oriented fodide wet,
2009:40).



Changes in the resettlement areas are not onlgdtie-economic but also administrative. The
reasons behind the improvement in production amdnme are: accessibility of farmland,
fertility of the soil, the conduciveness of thentdite, the provision of agriculture inputs on time
and the technical follow up undertaken by concerpedies. The pull-push factors which are

different at the resettlement sites would alsoddhange in some aspects of the resettlers’ life.

The change that is being observed in the resettieragea appeared to be caused by the
abundant resources in the new area which had bzenesat their place of origin. They are
equally distributed to all state-sponsored regsttlend the spontaneous resettlers in the
resettlement sites. In spontaneous resettlementesiburces are not as scarce and degraded as it

was in their place of origin.

Another change experienced in the new site is abiily of off-farm employment
opportunities. According to the result of the syrvmajority of the state-sponsored resettlers
were employed at the nearby investment farms lgamirselling their farm land. The youth who
left the resettlement area, went to the gold mirah@abissain Jiba Warada. Majority of the
youth resettlers from the state-sponsored scheme metivated to move to the gold mining,
since it was heard that some group of the Hadiyaersifound four kilogram of gold. This
incidence is the highest amount of the mineral ésend in the mining areas in the zone. The
news disseminated elsewhere in the resettlemesg aitd outside theawida. The incidence
attracted most of the youth resettlers. In additmithe resettlers, this news made other people

outside the zone to inflow to the area passinghbwiéiriada.

Women, widely at the Spontaneous resettlement endiri the organized sites, were found
experiencing off-farm activities. Women were seeliirgy banana hanging at trees in front of
their house by the sides of the road. At Kayr Ambhb-village, | found five small shops kept by
women. At Wotwa GiorgisAbiye Safay andCodit sub-villages, it was learnt that there existed
kiosk, rice and flour grinding mill, grocers anadmgs. The stores are rented for the farmers who

reside far away from the main road, market anditteegrinding mills.



Similarly though not equally, people at state-spoed resettlement areas have been employing
diversified income generating strategies. In thisaamost of the off-farm activities exercised
were partly or fully related to farm products. Iticed Aregei (ocally distilled homemade
liquor), TejandTella houses. These also were observed at spontanessiiement sites. The
Cimagi (Kineto in Wolayta)- which usually was being pregghfrom the juice (squeeze) of fried

barely; but now it was being made from rice throtlghsame process.

In addition to preparing homemade liquors, womerti@darly at spontaneous village, were
noticed in making embroideries using dry grass gbasticular type callecsindedoand a
colourfull plastic thread. A girl who is expected have marriage was preparing her own

household utensils in such away. (See a photogrtephnex VI).

It is known that the impact of the programme is ooly on the resettlers but also on the host
communities. Changes in service delivery for thetltmmmunity were portrayed in the state-
sponsored resettlement site. The host communikisot to benefit from the services provided
to the resettlers. However, information elicitednfr the host population brought to light

appeared to be the opposite.

Tin-roofed houses were symbol of status among tiesetin organized resettlers’ village.
Among the organized resettlers this was not a lessithat they strive for but food security. The
researcher saw very few, to mention two or threm-iroofed houses in Qu'ttir Adst village.
Among the spontaneous resettlers, there is highasoiw competition. If one is not able to
construct a tin-roofed house, the society wouldedigect him. Therefore, by now most of the

peasant resettlers have tin-roofed houses; it lsmger a symbol of status.

In addition to housing, material possession differeis also significant. According to the result
of the survey, the labeling of the rich, medium gubr categories, the two schemes have
offered different levels. Accordingly, the statesepored sample resettler labeled that the rich in

their area is one who has iron-roofed house, hasawng and who visits his relatives in their



place of origin at most once a year. On the otla@dhthe sample spontaneous resettlers labeled
that rich in their site is one who has ISUZU tracid build houses in towns. This differential
labeling indicates that material possessions ofékettlers differ as of the type of scheme. (The
first car bought in Wotwa is shown in annex VI).eTkconomic status of the spontaneous
resettlers’ appeared to be greater than that ofsthie sponsored resettlers. Many organized
resettlers reported that the spontaneous resettiers seen as relentless workers who do not

know tiredness.

Administrative concerns. Gurafarda resettlement sites were marked by lodsg@ngstration
and services. The state-sponsored and the spontaneseettlers reside mainly in different
kiabiles. The disparity in residential location and theheme devised the administrative
differences. Most of the local administration foesion the state-sponsoreibdes than the
overwhelming spontaneous resettlers. Some of theiaté would not want to talk about the
spontaneous resettlers. It was not taken as a ddbmesettlement but as insurgent attacking the
local natural resource. As a result of this thoutfm wirdda offices, except few, have had the

population size of thedkiles where the majority of the spontaneous ressttkside.

Before the resettlement, the road from eailtille to the seat of the woreda administration was
not constructed. This deprived the host communibiethe area from accessing the services
provided by the woreda administration and othetseauffices. As a result, the area was hardly
getting services available in the urban centerthefworeda. However, since the arrival of the
resettlers, the atmosphere pertaining to admitisgraand other services are changed. Even
though the problem of road and communication betvtbe wirida capital and the resettlement
sites is not yet effectively solved, thénida administration and its different sector offigesy
frequent visits to the sites to follow up the cdimhi of the resettlers. This opportunity has
strengthened administrative services in the logalitcould be concluded that the resettlement
scheme has had a positive impact on facilitatingiagstrative services accessible to the local

people.



Some of the administrative heads and officers éwifirdda, as was learnt during the fieldwork,
do not take care of the sites of spontaneous kexsets they do for the state-sponsored sites.
The offices and services provided in the spontas@mad state-sponsored is not the same. It can
never be compared. It is learnt that during th@72@nsus the number of the spontaneous
resettlers was purposefully made to be diminisAdgk reason for this was not to portray the

overwhelming number of spontaneous resettlers.

4.6 The Resettlers’ Challenges
This sub-section deals with the major challengas lbbth the resettlers and the host community
has been facing. Besides, available opportunitiBElwmay inform policy makers and field

level practitioners at least to minimize the pokesitsks in the resettlement sites are explored.

4.6.1 Disease and Morbidity
My informants from the sampleililes declare that, in the beginning of the reseieimdue
to lack of health service, they suffered a lot. Hp®ntaneous resettlers in the sample site,
during the time of commencement, some died and®th#fered for the reasahat there was
no health centre around thébkle. Since the area is malaria epidemic, many peo@e
infected by the pathogen. In addition to the vebimmne disease, there was diarrhea, Shigellosis
which broke out as an epidemic. According to ti&DFparticipants in Wotwa, no one gave
them recognition when they encountered the enddfnin the same source, it was learnt that
the resettlers were forced to carry the patientBitt, the wiriada principal where the health
center is situated. Had it not been the preseneesdtitial institutions likadir and mahhir
which playedirreplaceable role, many lives would not have besred. According to the priest,
QesMulat who is about 65 residing @u’ttir Hulet sub-village, many were buried here in the
church yard pointing to the nearby St. Giorgis ChuiContinuing his description, remembered
that they buried four men within a day without reing back to home from the churchyard. He
added the severity of the incidence in that thegtsi, who had been chanting prayer for the
deceased, were exhausted of the service. If trefomsuch disaster had not been short, no one
could have resided in the area. Many expressntideénce by expressing their sorrow with

compassionate phrase dse@mAsa fidw- op+o- $¢ " [yiw d'ttalignal beliw wa'ttit aw



gdarru], literally means, the deceased intended to gebpbverty, but themselves out for good

(Passed away).

On the other hand, organized resettlers in the Eakijbile-Qu’ttir Amast, who came from
SNNPR, have also suffered though incomparable witt of the self-initiated resettlers’.
According to Ato Teka Fanta, Vice chairperson oft@uAm st Kibile, they experienced a lot
trauma due to lack of health centers. Still nowytlhaere being left for the health extension
workers who can never treat a patient of headadher a head each or any simple health

problem, they are forced to go to Kuja where theyld see nurses in the health centre.

4.6.2 Conflicts within the Resettlers and with Others
Since the commencement of the resettlement progeartiva Wirada security problem was said
to be worsened. It was stated that it had two toms. The deadly conflicts were among the
resettlers themselves, and between the resettidrsha host community. Of these, the former
seizes the heart of all the officials in thérida. The following table indicates the seriousness

of the homicide among the resettlers.

Table14: Murder incidences in thed¥da in first quarter of 2003 (20010/11) fiscal year

Resettlement Type of Murder Month of the | Number  of

Kabile incidence/2010/| the Deceased

Biftu With Bullet June One person

Kuja With Bullet July “

Biftu With Bullet July “

Shupi With Bullet July :

Shupi With Bullet August Two Me’enits
& one Amhara

Kuja With Matchet August

Rubber tree Beaten with a stick | August

plantation site

Source: Bench-Maji Zone Police




The table above indicates that within a quartethef year 2011 in the singledvida seven
murder acts were committed by the spontaneoustlerseflThe very difficult thing, according to
Doktor, Deputy Commander of the zone police, iptiosue the criminal. The criminals in the
resettlement area unusually hide within their dgci€he society being similar does not have
the initiation to bring the offenders before law.

The very crime committed ever in the zone was medehe resettlement sites by the
spontaneous resettlers, continues the vice commaii¢he resettlers, a dead man’s body was
found his head cut and taken off from the reshefliody. It took long to the police seek for the
killers. The local community asserts that, the stycivho takes off the head of his deceased
man would never leave anybody. How could they Vit others? The Vice commander stated
that the exacerbation of such criminal acts wasesthe beginning of the year 2000 (2008/9).
Before that time, the resettlers were known forirtipeaceful coexistence and hardworking
habit.

Ato Tikesh, my informant from the Me’enit communitarticulated that these resettlers’
behavior is like the wild animals. They took theatleoff apart from the deceased body. What

are they going to do with it? This is new storyalvh ever heard.

According to the Security Office Head of thérida, the reason behind these crimes was land
and land related issues. The same source statethéne are lots of “illegal’ resettlers who live
without the knowledge of the lower structurejbile. We suspect that there might have been

retaliation on the former resettlers who might haad bad blood in their place of origin.

In addition to the homicide among the resettldrs,dct spread in to killing the host community.
At Berji Kébile, the conflict which resulted from a breach oa libcal land contract agreement,
one Amhara resettler and three Me’enits were killédnsequently, the Me’enit ethnic groups
began to send messages to their ethnic groupg lenermously in other &vidas to consolidate
their power so that they could take revenge agdhmst offenders. My informant, Ato Tsafi



Shallo, who is about 41-44 (age is rather estim&dethey do not count years), mentioned the
severity of the incidence. However, the source kbdrthe inter-ethnic marriage between the
Ambhara and the local Me’enit which saved the comityufmom noxious conflict. It was a union
of the Amhara woman with the Me’enit man. The Magg, my informant mentioned, has been
used as mediation tool. The couple, whose phopbgweas attached at annex 11, had not only
solved a single incident but have been seen ascam for the betterment and peaceful
coexistence of the two contending communities. @dlye rather than being sites of hope for
development, resettlement schemes became the @itabdostilities between the host and the
settler population (Pankhurst, 1990, 2004, EshetuT&shome, 1988).

Other aspect of conflict between the spontaneaettiers and the local government is political.
The local representatives of the governing partpbree suspicious of the spontaneous resettlers
that they may be in need of their self-ruledrdda. They declare that the resettlers rather than
supporting the local development association whigeg are fed, they tend to pay membership
fee for the Amhara Development Association (ADAhiSThas created suspicion on the people
that one day they may leave the area depletingidhgral resource. In addition to this, there is
also a roamer that the Amhara resettlers fréba o Tepi organized a movement callede
+4a0 7P5¢” which literally mean ‘Koy-Basin Movement'. Indepéent informants stated that
this hatred and suspicion might be the result efghrtiality of most of the local government
officials’ and negative attitude towards the spaetaus resettlers. The same sources declare that
in some instances the local government bodiesdfadeserve both resettlers impartially. Most
of the services provided at thébkle administration differ in quality in accordancetiwthe
type of resettlement scheme.

On the other hand, the spontaneous resettlersfone to be, in some instances, disobedience
to the local administration particularly theirda. This emanated from lack of trust in each
other. The spontaneous Amhara resettlers are algmcous of the local government for the
reason that the authorities took the guns that theyght with the consent of thedsida
administration. The guns were bought so that tkettiers could defend the villages from the

Surma raiders. According to the local authorititee reason for the disarmament was the



ruthless criminal acts happened in thi&dda. In due course, people bought many guns beyond
the expectation of the local zonal andrida authorities. For fear of each other the regsttte

the sense of competition bought guns. Then the ¢tidmiescalated in resettlement sites where
the spontaneous resettlers reside. In the endsthee igot ears of the regional government.
Decision was made to disarm all the holders. Sasisted and even opened fire on the police
force who were disarming. Therefore, they wereilbycdisarmed and the &éda was made
free of machine guns. However, the disarmamenttezssuspicion between the resettlers and
the local government. Since then, the spontaneessttlers, except tax payment they quitted

attending public gatherings announced by tkgiga or zone.

Another security problem was the attack on thelsgest of the wrida by the Surma raiders.
The Surma community is pastoralist which lives amuhe Ethio-Sudan border on the
Southwest of the country. They yearly attack tliedda. The attack targek&uja, Berji, Wotwa
and Biftu Kabiles. The wirdda Security Officer asserted that the security g tirea is
threatened by Surma and the spontaneous reseNiengtheless, the state-sponsored resettlers
are not free from conflicts. As mentioned in thesearch there existed that the state-organized
resettlers also face challenge among differentietgroups of the same scheme residing in a
kiabile. There exhibited inter-ethnic conflicts among tirganized resettlers though not severe

as the spontaneous.

Learning from the resettlement practices since 20088 government launched resettlement
programme in 2010-11 more within Bench-Maji and ednom other zones of the region. The
mechanism may reduce the damage on the naturalroesand conflict between different ethnic

groups. This strategy may suit to the multi-lingicisnd multicultural situation of the SNNPR.

4.6.3  “Voluntary” Versus “ lllegal” Resettlers
The issue of ‘voluntary’ and ‘illegality’ in the search area heard widely since the Ethiopian
millennium (2007/8). According to the afida political officials, the period from 2006-2008,
was the time of high population influx. In theseasg land grabbing in the name of local

agreement, land lease, contract and selling waalated. Resettlers who obtained farmland



before 2007/8 were thought to be legal while thake arrived to the wrida after that period
are considered as illegal and are even suspectedminal acts. Although the word ‘illegal’
was being used for those who occupied land illggalnong the resettlers it emits bad feeling
towards the officials. As opposed to the word glé “ = e "[hige wd'tt], in Amharic, the
resettlers call themselves‘ag <« " [w gdo sifari], meaning “voluntary resettler”. The word
‘voluntary resettler’ was being used by the offisitdo address the state-sponsored resettlers.
However, the resettlers who settled by their ownhaitive call themselves as they established
the Warada and claim that they paid paramount sacrificgtfersocio-economic development of
the region and the country in general. Therefdrey denounce the employment of the word in
addressing them. These controversial words wemradgtnot only by few people but also

amplified by the political elites and the sociabpa figures of the resettler community.

The semantics of the words used on the eithergdegot more than their literal meaning. It
became more than what they mean. Since recentlyyagsobserved in any meetings and
political discourses in the ¥ida, these opposing words were being used officidilyvas
made to reach into the local community whose laad@staken by the spontaneous resettlers
either by contract, lease or any of the local agesgs. This, sooner or later would lit serious
conflict between the resettlers and the host coniijnunSignals of clashes in a sense of

ethnicity were being seen.

Case V

| am 43 residing in Wotwadkdle | tell you what happened to me
while | was marching in thedkdle with my relative who did not
have the virdda residential ID. We were searching of our ‘Jala’
literally mean fictive keen in Me’enit. Three Mateadolescents in
Ambharic “7z#°7 [Gor édmsa] (which has derogative connotation)
met us in our way and asked us tlibdke identity card. | realized
that something was going on and tried not to shio@mt my ID. |
know them that they were not even tlieile Militia leave alone to
be members of theilkile administration (KA). They requested us
rather to give them 500 ETB. When | attempted fases they
began to insult us using the words that the pdlitielites used to
denounce us. One of them snatched my ID and wemindfsaid
that | would leave their land from that we occupitegally. We



escaped the attack in the territory we lived foloabeight years

peacefully. This hostility came to us because efrépeated words

that were being used by the political elites. Jafser that moment,

my feeling about the area begun to change. | hashthging as if it

was my homeland where my children’s destiny is aguesd.

However, the effect of the incidence that the gitethattack on me

and those bitter words had triggered us to revise f@eling and

attitude towards the political elites and somehs Iocale.
According to the case above, when words once use@én never end there. It would bring
chaos in the peaceful coexistence of the resetledsthe local people. This researcher also
witnessed that there happened such unidentifiedoyment of the word ‘illegal’ with idea that
the resettlers would be pushed away to their ptHcerigin. The repeated employment of
agitation words would be dangerous even to secclsand economic development of the
region as a wholelhese problems have far reaching implications enetideavors made towards
attaining food security. The problem as observed wat emanated from the resettlers. The
resettlers assert that selling the legally unskdlabsource was enacted by the local corrupted
authorities. The practice has intensified to thile administration and household level. As
indicated in the earlier chapters, the plan andrtigementation of both schemes was found to be

inconsistent.

4.5.4 Aid and its Impact

According to the working document of the governménivas planned that organized resettlers
have to be given aid for eight months until theyldocollect their first harvest. Accordingly,
though the working document of the programme decdathat the resettlers would be provided
with ration only until the first harvest. They wenader the care of the Food Security Desk of
the wirada until the field work was adjourned. The oxengoading to the plan were to be
bought and distributed within a year. Accordindhe information from the Food Security Desk
of the Wirada (GWFSD), till the end of April the oxen, for semesettlers in Qu'ttir Arist,
were not bought and distributed. The office wad tbiat it would be bought and distributed in
the third quarter of 2010/11 fiscal year. Those where given oxen were told to have a
substitute, if only their oxen were died of diseam®l this is witnessed by theibéle

administration. The GWFS Desk informed that thettéesrs are to reimbursed the oxen cost to



the government. However, since the resettlemenin@mhas requested them to refund. These
and other benefactions have been making the gtatesered resettler dependent and indulgent

on the government than themselves.

In comparison to the self-sponsored resettlerthé Warada, organized were appeared to be
weak, underproductive, inefficient and risk advettd hey were perceived as ‘lazy’ and ‘silly’
by the local people. Of the igisha (Me’enit) families in Qu'ttir Arist, one told me about the
organized resettlers @ésbi which literally mean- foolish, the one who does kimow anything,

can easily be disguised.

On the other hand, the indigenous people though awkihowledge other inappropriate
characteristics of the spontaneous resettlerseae the way they withstand the challenges of
the harsh environment and their hardworking cult@ne the other hand, the organized resettlers
appeared to be in need of government than soltieig &ffairs by themselves. This implies that,
the organized resettlers are directly or indireetffected by aid and has been made to expect
and await patronage from the donor than from tkeaial network and individual endeavors.
The prolonged provision assistance beyond the tab& of the project might have effected
dependency.

The Dergue Regime resettlement programme is a ipahovitness to such extended aid
provision. Even though the Derg's intention wamtike the resettlers self-sufficient within two
years, they became increasingly dependent on tkergment since there was a continuing
provision of free food, transportation, agriculiuiaputs, training and technical services
(Dessalegn 2003, Oberai 1992, Eshetu and Teshoi@pl&8a result, the recent programme is
found to be the same to that of the former. Themaam which the government handles the
resettlement project pushes the resettlers ag#esprinciple of self-reliance stated in the

government resettlement document.



4.7 The Host Community Vis-a-vis the Resettlers
The local people residing in both resettlementssitiee Me’enit. Very little is known about this
people. Very few writers taken part of their cuitiand wrote little of them. Among them, John
Abbink in his study indicated that not much of tlpspulation is known. Continuing his
description he mentioned that Me’enit settled ia tensely forested area at altitude between
1000 and 1400 meters. Among other things, Abbiatesitthat the social organization of Me’en
is based on a kin-ordered mode of production. Liaride’enit, according to Abbink, is held by
exogamous patrilineal descent groups or clans ccalléuts literally mean seed. The main
purpose of the descent group sections is to gathenany people in the homestead as possible
through multiple marriage and many children (1988} Awoke indicated that they are
shifting cultivators using stick and hoe (2007:110)

Me’enit, according to Awoke (2007), is agro-paslieta. However, Me’enits living in
Gurafarda \ridda are different in their livelihood from the sarathnic group in Me’enit
Goldiya and Me’enit Shasha. Me’enits living in atheiradas are agro-pastoralists. Whereas
Me’enit in the research aéida, like the neighbouring 8ko and Majangir ethnic groups, are
agro-foresters. They get food from the forest aredt related agriculture produces. The forest
for the Me’enit is not only the natural resourcattbthers think about but everything necessary
for their living is obtained from. Due to the iaf of the resettlers and the introduction of new
ways of life, the Me’enit and other indigenous peoleft their ancestral places went to the

margins of the ¥rada and the neighbouring areas where they couldrothteir livings.

In this regard, Pankhurst asserts about the resettit and shifting cultivators as: “Resettlement
is still in some cases in lowlands. Shifting cultiers are being marginalized by population
influxes. This pressure has also led to some urbéion and social and cultural change with

both positive and negative consequences” (Pank2084:20).

Most Me’enit, whose economic earning was based amey, left their ancestral place. They
leave their ancestral place either by leasing #mel lor selling it. However, now, they are



intending to return back to their place breaking #8greement they made with the spontaneous

resettlers.

On the other hand, Me’enit living with the statespored resettlers were pushed not only by
the resettlers but also by the local authoritieshef Wirdda or/and the dbile. Their farmland
was taken by the authorities. As a result of tlois they were evicted to the peripheries of the
kiabdle. This tends to give rise to problems on the dadicompetition to resources and the
negotiation of political leadership within new $attents. While such tensions are usually most
acute in the early years after resettlement, eadfingith time (De Wet, 2009:39).

Oberai also states that tensions are likely teedretween resettlers and indigenous populations
if the resettlers are perceived to have largerHatdings and better provision of social services
(1992:91). Feeling of jealousy arises among the population if better services and housing
are provided to the resettlers. According to theuagption of Oberai and De Wet, the Me’enit
do not have good feeling about the state-sponsamddspontaneous resettlers for they damaged
the trees which would have been used for hangiadpéehives. And the local people also argue
that state-sponsored resettlers are indulgent. Tbatend that the resettlers do not work hard
like the Amharas and the Me’enits. They s&glle bulangie ba degaitheaning they simply

play on our father’s land.

On the other hand though the Me’enit community $idlee spontaneous resettlers, some
mechanisms implemented by the resettlers appearethitimize the crises between the
indigenous community and the spontaneous resettfghkolars indicated that spontaneous
resettlers use social links as a mechanism torategvith the local community. The following

result indicates the vast practice among the spentas resettlers.

Self-initiated Amhara migrant-settlers have ofteought to
establish relations with local individuals, groupsed their leaders,
sometimes involving informal tenancy, share crogpishare-
breeding or other resource-sharing arrangementsesehrelations
are often intended primarily as economic stratedgeegain access
to land, but may be initiated or strengthened tlglousocial,



cultural and religious ties, sometimes between pgsouor

communities, but usually on an individual dyadidrpa-client or

bond-friendship basis and occasionally, religionrrpiting, even

through intermarriaggAssefa 1995; Berihun 1996).
In the area under question, the spontaneous mrsetibve established link with the Me’enit
through technological transformation, land leasegiporating key figures of the community in
their social institutions and fictive kinship. Téang the Me’enit to harness oxen plough,
advising them to reduce energy loss and enhancaugtigity, spontaneous resettlers have
established mentor-client relation with the Me’ecaimmunity. They also incorporated some
Me’enit in their idir and Iqub. The Me’enit who $ibeen members of the institutions declare
that they benefited through increased saving amttoacting new iron- roofed houses with

what they saved. Among these are Demise and Thalfids

The very single relation that has been used asanis the marriage between the Me’enit man
and the Amhara woman, Demissie Bulla’s and Senleind’s marriage is a single and the only
example of inter-ethnic marriage between the Amhasgttlers and the Me’enit community
that was taken by some as a symbol for the unigheofwo contending groups for resource- the
forest and farmland. This marriage has made tleetsfiof conflicting issues not to be escalated.
The local Me’enit looks the Amharas as son-in-laMarriage in Me’enit is between clans than
individual households. When a marriage is done betwtwo people from different ethnic

groups, it is taken as the inter-marriage betwherethnic groups.

Mentioning such relations Pankhurst stated the¥ahg:

The spontaneous resettlers have often sought ablest relations
between the local individuals, groups and theirdiels sometimes
involved informal tenancy, sharecropping, shareelliag or other
resource sharing arrangements. These relations citen largely
economic, but also may be strengthened throughakaoniltural
and religious ties, sometimes between groups omuamties, but
usually on individual dyadic patron-client or boffriendship basis,
and rarely religious, permitting, even through imterriage When
conflict arises, such ties can some extent prolodal protection
and mitigate dangers of escalation of conflict, ebhmay otherwise
lead to loss of property, life or even expulsi@ankhurst 2004: 6).



Consequently, the ignited conflicts were shadeceupdlitical elites were resolved through the
traditional conflict resolution mechanisms by theans of the above mentioned marriage.
Me’enits hate the Amhara spontaneous resettlerhfee reasons. One is that the resettlers kill
each other like wild animals. Secondly, the Me'srabhor the malicious behavior of some
resettlers on local land agreement. The third dmel most seriously taken by the host
community is the ruthless action of the resettiegainst the forest. Otherwise Amharas are

liked for their hard work. Since the Me’enit marajgpreciated for his hard work.

The expulsive incidence that happenedvi@’enit Shashgone of the viradas of Bench-Maiji
Zone) in the year 2008/9 is a signal for its olxgtam for tolerance. In Me’enit Shashdinida,
there were the so called “illegal” resettlers wlawén lived for not less than eight years. In 2007,
due to the instigations from theirida political elites, resettlers not less than sewvendred
were expelled from the &éda. While driving them out, the local people weskl tto chop up
the resettlers’ crops on the farmland. The ethnomgs fully occupied Me’enit Shashainda
are Me’enit. Hence, there are roamers coming frdeewehere and was reported to the
researcher that theéawida political elites express that “illegal resettfewould be expelled.
Such talks found to hamper the social integratidntiee resettlers and the indigenous

community. This has made the spontaneous resdtleesitiously watch the move in the area.



CHAPTER FIVE

5. CONCLUSIONS

Resettlement is movement of people from one pla@nbther due to different push factors at
their place of origin and pull factors at the destion. The push factors include land shortage,
environmental degradation and drought; the pultdigcinclude the availability of fertile and

large tract of farmland, and conducive social angsgcal environment.

In Ethiopia, since long ago, trans-regional mignativas acknowledged by different scholars.
However now regional demarcations are based onicethaundaries, the inter-regional

migration towards south and southwest is the copbeary reality of the country. With this

regard, Mengistu asserts that “... neither the regiborders or the geographical demarcations,
nor planned resettlement and other types of govemhmmegulations have stopped population
movement from one ecological or cultural zone tother (1992: 412). This is because of the
severity of the pushing factors in their home @&lgel and the strength of the pulling factors in
the area under question. Unless the push facteraléviated by strategies other than land
based mechanisms, the influx of migrant populatidhnever be halted with the establishment

of check points to control the ‘strangers’ fromteg into the resettlement sites.

The area under question was where the 1980s mmetit programme was employed in
resettling people from Wollo and other Amhara regith had been reported that the area was
unfit to human life and development. However, vitik pioneering spontaneous resettlers from
North Shoa since 2001 and the state sponsoredredranal resettlers from different zones of
the SNNPR encroached the area. As a result, ine¢eome for multiethnic and multicultural

communities with different economic and subsistesystem background.

The number of people resettled in the area haswintmed the indigenous people. These
people do not resettle in a bare land but in the laccupied by the indigenous Me’enit, Shako
and Majangir beekeepers and horticulturalist (stgftultivators). The resettlers, so as to fit to

the physical and social milieu devised differenliialinood strategies.



The spontaneous and the organized resettlers &dhithiscrepant social, economic and adaptive
strategies. Employing these strategies, they magidt different economic achievements
adapting to the new social and physical environma&ntong others, landholding strategy is
found to be the basis for the significance soanal economic disparity. Land was also appeared
to be a conflict-inducing factor more among the rdpneous resettlement and rarely in
organized resettlement site. Spontaneous resetiesoyed different strategies to access
farmland. The strategy ranges from sharecroppindeése and even bribery of the local
authorities. Having large tracts of farmland, peopé&cruited vast labour which is not
compatible to the law of the land and the socialusgy of both the resettlers and the local
community. Access to farmland and labour recruitiverategies appeared to be factors to
determine household income. Household income ituits determines the social and economic
status of a household. Therefore, spontaneoustlezseemploying diverse strategies in
accessing large tracts of land and recruiting labttwough different social institutions

individual households registered high productiahd prosperity than the organized resettlers.

On the other hand, the organized resettlers usstidoon the 2.1 ha of land distributed by the
government. However, most of the resettlers coteadaout their farmland to the Amhara
spontaneous resettlers and left the resettlemintldie youth resettlers went to the gold mining
area by leasing their land. Most of the organizsgttlers who retained in the resettlement sites
have had very less economic achievement comparte tspontaneous resettlers. They are still
in subsistence economy though their livelihood estdy off their place of origin. Almost all

spontaneous resettlers who have farmland haveeedadustainable capital accumulation.

Spontaneous resettlers employed local social argdans that enabled them to withstand the
shortcomings in the new resettlement area. Amoagetiisqub (the long-established voluntary
saving associationthrough which they could circulate the collectathficial capital among the
members to invest more. However, in the organizsettlement area the resettlers get credit
service from the Omo Micro Credit Enterprise (OMCH#ich loans them money through the
PAs in the resettlement sites. THiferential credit institutes have diverse funoso In due

course, the resettlers in the spontaneous sitangetcompetition to enhance their income than



the state-sponsored resettlers. Except few in thanized resettlement sites, most of the credit
users were blamed of expending the money other they were expected to. The relation
between the donor and the recipients determineattaament of the intended objectives. Till
the compilation of this paper, it was learnt that resettler in the researchiltle has
reimbursed the credit.

The effectiveness of resettlement is also foundbéodependent on the management that
harnesses the potential resources of differentrgovent agencies and other institutions to the
purpose of rehabilitation and reconstruction of soeio-economic life of both resettlement
schemes. However, the authorities in the reseaiicida were found to be very biased towards
the state-sponsored resettlers and perceived th@aspeous resettlers as only destructors. the
spontaneous resettlers, on the other hand, app&atss suspicious of the local authority and
feel that one day they might be compelled out efwhrada. As a result, they do not act in the
feeling of belongingness.

Self governance and good management is also helpfpieparing the resettlers for gradual
transfer of authorities and responsibilities frdm tesettlement agencies to resettlers. However
the state-sponsored resettlers believe that thiépestd patronage. This has made the resettlers
dependent on other agencies than on their own. Mas put its negative impact on the
productivity and self reliance of the resettlers.

According to Mengistu, “The resettlement processmiany regions has led to physical
environmental adaptation and cultural assimilatigh992: 396). The resettlers in the place
under question have employed different strategehat they could adapt to the new social and
physical environment. Some of these mechanisms ¥eened to be incompatible with the
natural resource of the area under question. D&tftien which was intensified so as to possess
large tract of land and to get rid of the unfrigndlild animals from their farmland and there
around became severe to the biosphere of the Bnemhappened severely in the spontaneous
resettlement sites. The state sponsored resdtteshad land provided by the government and

were found to be less damaging. However, the abandot of the resettlement sites and the



reconstruction of house in their farmland than hbenestead had impact on the forest though

not so serious as that of the spontaneous resetitem

The challenge of African countries is identifyinglipy issues which are able to put our
resettlement patterns in harmony with our enviromm€ook, 1994:210). The over written
issue on the resettlement programmes since thaimhperiod in Ethiopia is its incompatibility

to the natural resource. What was learnt in theaneh area is alike asserted by Cook.

The resettlers in the research area adapted meomatinat could enable them to cope with the
new circumstances. They changed their feeding rltom teff to rice. They become petty

traders so as to enhance household income. Theynda been slush burners, but now they
burn the chopped grasses in their farmland, legrtinat it furnishes the land fertility. The

houses built were not similar to their place ofgoribut assimilated to the construction of the
Me’enit. This was done so as to cope with the harsather (sun) and termites of the new area.
Though the roofs are made of corrugated iron tbessbf the houses were not covered with

mud as they were used to be in the resettlersepéorigin.

These diverse strategies have brought differenagt@nment of personal and social benefits. In
due course diverse strategies were employed. Antbege strategies some have brought
conflict within the resettlers themselves and wiié host community too.

The conflict was among the ethnic groups in bottnggneous and state-organized resettlement
sites. Though there appeared conflicts among thanaed resettlers, the severe was among the
spontaneous resettlers. Both resettlers, beldt on serious had conflict with the indigenous
ethnic groups. The factors which triggered cordliate related to social, economic and cultural

behaviours among the actors in the research area.

On the other hand, resettlers from different ethamd linguistic backgrounds of the SNNPR
were made to resettle in thedkda. This was done through the intra-regional rkega#nt

programme launched throughout the country in 2Q0B#s new resettlement programme was



meant to reduce ethnic conflicts which were registeduring the 1980s resettlement
programme. However, in practice due to slacknessnplementation, it appeared to fail to

attain its intention in the research sites.

Though intra-regional resettlement approach desldrat it is based on voluntarism, it appeared
to fail to abide by the principles since it did rgve options for the resettlers to determine
where one’s destiny would be. For this reason, rtiwae half of the organized resettlers in the
research wrida abandoned the resettlement sites. In additicthisp the new programme is
presumed to minimize ethnic tensions, the barradrdocal culture to the incoming new
practices and, most importantly, ethnic dichotoragnains unresolved. Therefore, there is no

guarantee that locals and resettlers in both schemdd coexist amicably on sustainable basis.

The indigenous community had grief on both ressttiParticularly because of the damage on
the forest resource and the deprivation of theirfrust right of their ancestral land, the local
people accuse both types of resettlers. Their laioomic source, honey no more earns them

money for the reason that the special trees wiheneused to hang beehives were cut off.

Notwithstanding all the threats, Me’enits appeatedbe accepting some of the Amhara
spontaneous resettlers for their assistance tasforan from the stick and hoe farm to draft
animal technology. In addition to this the spontargeresettlers had progress by recruiting some
of the indigenous Me’enit men in their idir and liguOn the other hand, the state-sponsored
resettlers appeared to be not worrying about gwgral integration with the indigenous people.
Their reliance was on the government administragivectures than that of the informal social
organizations. As a result, the Me’enits embragethe social institutions of the spontaneous
resettlers’ has shown economic advancement diffigréiom the same ethnic men living with

the state-sponsored resettlers.
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