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Abstract

This dissertation presents a critical edition of Gidla Filapos, which recounts the hagiography of
the 14™_century monk, Abuni Filopos, the third abbot (4¢¢dge) of Dabrd Libanos. The gadl
(hagiography) was written in the first half of the 15" century. It narrates the turbulent life of
Filopos from birth to death, including his major theological and political clashes with Kings
Amda Soyon and Sdyfd Ar‘ad. Surprising elements of the gidl are Filopos’ religious defiance of
his father in childhood, and episodes of nudity in Filopos’ confrontation with the king. His
miracles and his covenant from God are included, as well as his Effigy (mlks ). The narration
of the “translation of his relics”, though found in some of the mss, is not included in this edition,
as it has already been published by Getatchew Haile. In preparing this edition, the researcher
consulted and carefully compared eight manuscripts altogether from various Ethiopian
churches and monasteries, and from the British Library and the Vatican Library. After collating
the different readings, the variants were summarized in the critical apparatus. The edition
includes a careful English translation of the gddl and the Effigy, with numerous annotations,

and linguistic and textual discussion. The dissertation is organized in eight chapters.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the study
Ethiopia, as the oldest Christian nation in Africa, is of special importance to the historical study
of African religions.” According to traditional sources, paganism and Judaism were practiced
side by side in Ethiopia before the introduction of Christianity.®> As is well known, Ethiopia
accepted Christianity very early. The Ethiopian Orthodox Tawahodo Church is one of the most
ancient Churches, founded in the 4th century.” For Ethiopians, in any case, the introduction of
Christianity” began with the conversion of Bakos, the eunuch treasurer of Queen Candace of

Ethiopia, who went to Jerusalem to worship the God of Israel in the 1* century A.D.°

The Go’oz’ hagiographies,® along with the chronicles of some kings, are of great importance for

the reconstruction of the history of medieval Ethiopia.” Regarding this Kinefe-Rigb says:

It is widely recognized that the hagiographical traditions are considered as an important

source for the study of the history of Ethiopic literature and for the history of the doctrines

% Cf. Kaplan, 1984,

* The Church of Ethiopia, A panorama of history and spiritual life, 1970, 1.

* As a national Religion. Chaillot, 2002, 17

> Anothor piece of evidence for the early introduction of Christanity to Ethiopia is that, according to the tradition, the
apostle St. Matthew preached the Gospel in Ethiopia and become a martyr there (Lule Melaku, 2008, 44; E.
Ullendorft, ‘Ethiopia and the Bible” 1968, 62-68; F.L Cross, 2005, 874).

® Chaillot, Ibid; Ac 8: 26.

’Go’ oz, the classical language of Ethiopia, is also called classical Ethiopic, Old Ethiopic or simply Ethiopic. It was
spoken in the kingdom of Aksum. (Weninger, in E4e, vol ii, 732)

¥ Etymologically, the word hagiography is composed of two Greek words, hagios ‘saint’ and graphia ‘writing’.
Thus, hagiography is a writing that speaks about the deeds of saints and martyrs. The Go'az word for hagiography is
16\ gddl, derived from the verb 1280 fdgaddld, which means to contend. Hagiography is a term describing
literary products related to the veneration of the saints. In Ethiopian context, hagiography encompasses a number of
genres, or different types of texts: Vita, or Acts (Gddl), Miracles (Td 'ammar), Homilies (Darsan), hymns and
hymnological compositions of different kinds, accounts about the translation of relics, and a number of smaller texts
like monastic genealogies, prayers etc. (Denis Nosnitsin in: E4e vol, 11, 969).

’ The hagiographies which tell of saints from the Aksumite period (4th-9th centuries) were generally not written
until the 13th century and are of limited historical value (Kaplan, 1984). The date of the composition of a gédl is thus
a crucial factor. The hagiographical traditions about a local saint generally consist of four essential parts: these are
the story of his life, kidan or pact, the miracles attributed both in his life and after death and his mdlk or the short
hymns composed in praise of his holy life (Taddesse, 1972, 3).



and institutions of the Ethiopian church. Morover, they contain a great deal of materials

relating to cultural, social, political and even military history of the country. In addition some

information on historical and archaeological geography and economics, or art can be obtained

from them. The information thus obtained requires, undoubtedly, thorough checking and

critical analysis (Kinefe-Rigb, 1975, 57).
From a more local perspeciive, as Conti Rossini (1938, 409-10) writes, ‘The more I preoccupy
myself with the history of Ethiopia, the more I realize the importance of the study of local
traditions. Only when we are a little more informed of these traditions with their accounts of the
movements of peoples, with the advent (even if sometimes legendary) of successive chiefs, will

510

we have an accurate idea of the history of Ethiopia.””~ Taddesse Tamrat confirms the importance

of this theme when he writes,

‘A study of the miracles (of saints) offers a useful means of understanding the life and
beliefs of the people in the medieval period. They are of special intereset since they deal
with the day-to-day economic and social problems of the region with which the memory of

. . . 11
the saint is associated.’

Guidi had also the following to say on the subject: ‘A class of sources very important for the
history of Abyssinia are the lives of saitns who had some influence on the events and the
development of the country’.'

The introduction of Christianity as the state religion marked a turning point in Ethiopian history.
The Nine Saints, who according to tradition came to Aksum about 480 AD, had instituted the
earliest monasteries in the Aksumite kingdom. It is apparent that, together with numerous other

monastic communities later established in Togre and Lasta, these ancient monasteries continued

' Kaplan, 1984.
"' Taddesse, 1972, 112, no, 1
2 MRAL, ser.5, vol.ii (1896).



to be the cultural centres of Ethiopia. Until the middle of the thirteenth century, they provided the
only source of education in the whole of the Ethiopian Christian highlands.

In about 1248, however, a young monk named Iydsus Mo‘a (c.1211-1292)" came to Hayq and
opened a small monastic school at the island church of St. Stephen. While still a young boy, he
travelled to northern Togre, and joined the famous monastery of Dibrd Damo."* There he studied
for many years under the abbot Abba Yohanni,'> who later conferred on him the monastic habit.
The school he opened at Hayq became famous as the first centre of higher Christian education
south of Lasta.'®

One of the most outstanding pupils of Iydsus Mo‘a was Abba Tikld Haymanot'’ of Siwa.'® He

spent some nine years with Iydsus Mo‘a, who gave him his first serious Christian education.

'3 Abba Iyisus Mo‘a was the founder and abbot of Dibrd Hayq St. dstifanos monastery. He was one of the most
eminent personalities of Ethiopian monasticism. Iydsus Mo‘a was born around 1211 at Dahna district in Gonder
(Bagemdor). His father was Zakrstos and his mother Egzi’akobra both were pious and devoted Christians (Lule
Melaku, 2010, 51). Taddesse (1970,20) says ‘Dahna’ is in northwestern Willo, Lasta, but Lule Melaku and
Stanislaw Kur, Steven Kaplan, and Denis Nosnitsin (in E4e, vol, 111, 257) say ‘Dahna’ is in Gonder (Bdgemdar). The
hagiographer of Iydsus Mo‘a locates this place in Bdgemdor (Gddld Iydsus Mo ‘a, ed. and tr. Kur, S.,in CSCO, vol,
259, script Aeth., tomes 49, 50 (1965), p. 5).

' Dibrd Damo is one of the oldest Ethiopian monasteries. Located on top of a mountain plateau entirely surrounded
by steep cliffs in the district of Bizét, eastern Tigray, it can only be reached by climbing. The foot of the amba is
connected by a dry-weather road to the Addigrat- Adwa main highway (Tsegay Berhe, in EA4e, vol 11, 17).
'> Abba Yohanni of Dibrd Damo was, according to some medieval Ethiopian sources, an abbot of the monastery of
Dibri Damo and a spiritual teacher of both of the prominent monastic leaders of Ethiopia during the late 13" —early
14™ century: Iyisus Mo’a of Dibri Hayq Hstifanos and Tédkli Haymanot of Dibrd Libanos of Siwa. No
hagiographic sources that feature Yohanni as the protagonist are known. The only texts that provide information
about his life and activities are: the so-called Homily in honour of Iydsus Mo’a, the Acts of Iydsus Mo a, the Acts of
Tékld Haymanot (the Dabrd Libanos recension) and his commemoration note in the Sanksar; and the Acts of
Zimika el Ardgawi. These sources refer to Yohanni mainly in connection with the role allegedly played by him in
the monastic investitures of both Iyisus Mo a and Tékla Haymanot (Iosif Fridman, in EA4e, vol, 5, 87).
' Taddesse, Revival of the Church (1200-1526), 1970, 20
Y Tikla Haymanot means ‘Plant of Faith’. His gddl says: A9°Salb0O: Lh7: A9°h: -tha: 1L H:
NZA: Thd: A:: Fad: oAL:: Fad: ov74.0: PS0:: ‘After this let your name be “Tikld
Haymanot”; this means, “the plant of the Father; the plant of the Son; and the plant of the Holy Spirit.” AAg®
ANDG: a9°h: Ne7t: &.LA: ovQd i\ :: Salutation to the memorial of your Name whose first letter is a cross
(-1")’ (Gadla Tékla Haymanot, 2004 E.C., 460).
'8 “Takli-Haymanot was born about 1215 at Silalish in Zorire, in what is today the district of Bulga’ (Taddesse,
1972, 160). He travelled widely and studied in some of the great monasteries of Ethiopia, and eventually returned to
Séwa and set about establishing a community of evangelizing monks and nuns, based in a cave set in the wall of a
great gorge of a river now known as siga wedem, in the district of Grarya on the northern boundary of the Siwan
plateau. Tékld Haymanot is said to have retired in his old age to a solitary existence as a lone ascetic in a cave near
his monastery, engaged in endless prayer and self denial until his death around 1313 (Campbell, 2014, 3).
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After that Téakla Haymanot decided to visit the ancient monastic centres in northern Ethiopia. He
went to Dibrd Damo and other places. Then he returned to Siwa and, after many years of
evangelical work, established the monastery of Ddbrd Asbo or Dédbrd Libanos. Some traditions
also credit him with an important political role during the re-establishment of the Solomonic
dynasty by ase Yokunno Amlak."
The monastery of Débri Libanos (originally Débrd Asbo?’) was founded in the 13" century in
Gorarya, a location between the kingdom of Damot*' and the Muslim sultanate of Siwa.”> When
the news of Téklda Haymanot’s settlement in Gorarya spread among the Christians, many came to
join him: ‘When they heard his fame, the men who lived in distant areas came to abunid Takla
Haymanot, they took the yoke of monasticism from his hands, and they stayed with him.”*
Among these people, Abuni Filopos (AF) was one of those who came to abund Takld Haymanot
in his youth. According to Gédla Filopos (GF), he was eager to enter the monastery of abuni
Takla Haymanot.

o0l: hy: hoot: HAP: AN N0-0: &LAZN: ©L0N: Aov(: J4.PLL:

AM.h: °Ch'L: S5 Ml: hf: aooty: hdha-C: Adav: -Th9°C: how:

AAQ: @0 l: W 0I1C: Pel: avihdl: AdC: OAILC: vl

AAetov:: @ONLAL: AAT: AOTCAY: avhhh: AMANhC: (hAI°:

OAD-P: 700N RAT7H: LAAN: LARN: LARN: LARN:: oL0A: 18:

AMh: OCAPLO: ACAP Am-Alk: oodhl: oOdl: A9°0: FPiac:: @ LMA°:

Hh: ovdhhh: A7LAD MR 0h: hC: ool PProld: PPl hdvl::

ONT: AI°NP: @ ar~rr: (9Ll 16-CP: VIC: Arl: Fdavg: hQN:

oNAhh: vP: O0C?: odt: 2401+ 00.L: oNUP: FihN: NA):
AMANNC: HOoo-: Fha: V0795 ]::2

' Taddesse Tamrat, ibid.

*® Dibri Asbo was located in a pagan area in the province of Sawa (Lule, 2010, 60), It was renamed Débri Libanos
by ase Zéra‘a Ya‘aqob in 1445 (Perruchon, 1893). This monastery has four different names, namely Dabra Asbo,
Elam, Gerarya and Débrd Libanos (Gédla Tékla Haymanot, 2004E.C, p. iii).

2! “Until the Muslim invasions of the sixteenth century, Damot referred to the region immediately south of the Blue
Nile, and west of the sources of the Awash river. Its limits are indefinable, but it may have extended as far west as
the Didessa, and as far south as the region of Innarya. To the east, it probably bordered on Hadya, and Conti Rossini
thinks that the region of Walamo may have also been included in it’ (Taddesse 1972, 121, note 1).

22 Campbell, 2014, 2

3 Taddesse (1972,172)

** Cf. sec 54 and 57



"And when it became like this, the blessed Filopos thought in his heart and he said, ‘If
You love me, O Lord, show me the way to the place where I should go. For You know
that in this city there is no monastery for monks. Let me go and dwell under their
shadow.” And in that night, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and he
called him three times, saying ‘Filopos, Filopos, Filopos.” And he said, ‘Yes, Lord!” But
[Filopos] did not see this angel at all but only heard his word[s], and that angel said to
him, ‘Upon awakening in the morning, go a journey of one day from here towards the
east, and in the land of Gorarya search for the city which is called Asbo. And arriving
there, go up to a great cave and there you will meet a man of God whose name is Tékla
Haymanot.”

Abuni Filopos (AF) (1274-1348) was the third abbot of Débrd Asbo. His father's name was
Abreham; his mother's name is not mentioned in the gidl. According to his hagiography, he was
born in Zoma®, in the Lt region, the population of which was predominantly pagan. When he
decided to become a monk, he went to Dabrad ‘Asbo and after three years he received the habit
and askema from abuni Tékla Haymanot. Soon he was ordained as a priest and succeeded abuni
Elsa®® as abbot in 1314. Filopos had close links to the Metropolitan abund Ya‘sqob”’ and
assisted in the organization of Ya‘oqob’s program of missionary activities. ‘Like some other

monastic leaders, Filopos is remembered for his clashes with ase Amda Soyon I (1314-44)*,

% According to Getatchew Haile (1990, 99), this place is in the land of Aréb, apparently in today’s Goggam but
Daniel Kibret (2006, 191) opposed the idea and says that it is West of (near to) Débra Libanos because Abba Filspos
came from his birth place to Dabra Libanos only in one day travel; but Heruy, (1921E.C.) in the contrary says that
the birth place of Filopos is in the district of Sélale called Haro. However, the researcher agrees with Daniel’s
suggestion.

26 Elsa‘(Mmé\O0) was the second head of the monastery of Débrd ‘Asbo after abba Tékld Haymanot, the celebrated
saint. According to the early 16™ century acts of Tikld Haymanot, the saint appointed Elsa‘shortly before his death
(Budge, 1906). Elsa‘ held office for three months only before he died. His death was predicted by a certain deacon,
who miraculously returned from the dead only in order to bring the message of Taklda Haymanot to his disciples. He
was doomed to die and be substituted by Filoppos. The prophecy was fulfilled three days later. for a somewhat
different chronology. He is praised for his piety but otherwise almost nothing is known about him. However, the
persistent repetition of “the arisen monk’s” story in a number of sources suggests that the transferring of the office
from Elsa‘ to Filoppos was an important and possibly turbulent event, the original purpose of the story being
seemingly to legitimate Filopos’s abbotship (Denis Nosnitsin, In E4e, vol, 2, 266-67);

7 Metropolitan (1337-44). He succeeded abba Yohannos and he arrived in Ethiopia before Ewostatewos left for
Egypt in the reign of patriarch Benjamin of Alexandria (1327-39) (Taddesse Tamrat 1970, 87). For more
information, see (Daniel, 2006 E.C, 78-81).

* Amdi Sayon is considered to be one of the most outstanding Ethiopian emperors. It is generally accepted that he
was a grandson of ase Yokunno Amlak and a son of ase Wodm Réad (Taddesse Tamrat, in PICES 4, vol. 1, 505).
Amdi Soyon was marked by the growth of a monastic movement (Monasticism). The extension of the territory
under Amda Soyon’s way was followed by the migration of groups of monks from the older Christian regions to the
newly conquered areas. During Amdéd Soyon’s reign they founded a number of new monastic communities of the
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whom he openly reproached for his marital practices and his interference in church matters.
Under ase Siyfd Ar‘ad (1344-71)% (in the time of abund Silama “the Translator”), he suffered
further persecutions: he spent some time in custody at Zoway and was expelled from one
province to another. At the age of 74 years and nine months, Filopos died in exile in Dibrd
dnqw*o in south Gondir on 28 Hamle and was buried there® (Kaplan, ‘Filopos’ in E4e, vol 1I,
pp- 538-39).

Gidla Filopos, published from a single manuscript *' (Turaiev, 1908), is supposed to have been
written during the tenure of Yohannos Kdma®* who is mentioned in the colophon. Enrico Cerulli
recorded another manuscript of this work (ms. VatCerAeth 167, fol. 3r-74v). EMML 6771 (19"

century) contains still another copy of the Gadla Filopos (fol. 3r-74v). Attached to the gidl in

Pachomian order. From there missionary activities were launched among the local rulers and their subjects in the
vast southern territories (where the evangelization was co-ordinated by Débri Libanos of Sawa), around Lake Tana,
in Goggam. The impact of this movement could well have been given by the representatives of the Coptic Church in
Ethiopia (abund Ya‘aqob). Many Ethiopian sources also report a serious conflict between the Emperor, on one side,
and some prominent monastic leaders, the Metropolitan himself and representatives of the secular clergy, on the
other. They accused Amdid Soyon of polygamy, his having many concubines and an incestuous liaison with his
mother. In his turn, Amdé Soyon persecuted such monastic leaders as Bisdlotd Mika’el, Anorewos, Aron, Filopos of
Déabré Libanos and others and then exiled them, dispersing them to different parts of the country. The real cause of
the conflict, which continued in the time of Amdi Soyon’s son, ase Sdyfa Ar‘ad, is still not quite clear (Joanna
Mantel-Nieuko — Denis Nosnitsin, in EA4e, vol 1, 228-229).

¥ Sdyfd Ar‘ad (1344-71) ‘was the son and successor of ase Amdi Soyon I. ... The “short chronicles” and the
commemoration in the Sankassar for 21 Tagamt praise Sdyfa Ar‘ad for his campaigns against Egypt and Haqqaddin
II. ... The texts composed in a monastic context have a less positive view of Sdyfda Ar‘ad, whom they accused of
polygamy. Sédyfd Ar‘ad broke his pact with the metropolitan abunid Ya‘sqob by marrying three women, and thus
aroused the opposition of Ya‘aqob (consequently expelled to Egypt) together with the monks Filoppos, Aron and
Anorewos’ (Marie-Laure Derat in EA4e, vol. iv, 568).

% Dibrd dnqws is a mountainous monastery found in south Gondar in the district of Somada. It was the last
destination of abuné Filopos, who was buried there (Daniel 2006 E.C, 297). Kaplan (1984) says his birth place was
in Haqqalit, Togray; but besides the gidl, the researcher has confirmed from the mouth of the administrator of the
church, gdbdz (Abba Hayle Maryam), that it was actually in Dabrd Hnqw*s, as he learned in his field trip to Débra
Hngw*o to find Géadla Filopos.

*! British Library, Orient. 728, 18" century.

32 Yohannos Kima was e¢¢ige of Dibri Libanos in the 15™ cent. He was the seventh head of the monastery of Dibri
Libanos of Siwa, successor of Yohannos Sowwar and a contemporary of ase Yoshaq. The tenur of Yohannos Kima
marks an important phase in the development of Dédbrd ‘Asbo and its literature. As reported in the Zena Ddbrd
Libanos, Yohannos Kdma ordered the construction of a church in which the relics of Takld Haymanot were installed.
Besides, he was the first abbot of Débré ‘Asbo to accept lands granted from the royal court (Stephane Ancel, in E4e,
vol, 5, pp. 81-.82). According to Loddtd Abdaw (Getatchew, 1982) ‘“He [Yohannos Kéma] was the one who sat on
the chair of Abuni Takld Haymanot’’. Kinefe-Rigb (1975, 98) also says that he was dc¢¢dge of Dabrd Libanos and
was believed to have originally been a Muslim; he first came to Ethiopia as merchant.



EMML 6771 there is the story of the translation of Filopos’ relics to Ddbrd Libanos (fol. 77r—
87v). It is to be noted that this final quire made of ten folios belonged originally to a different
manuscript, much more older than the first part of the codex, and the two parts were bound
together in the 19" c.

Many saints’ lives available in Ethiopic manuscript collections of European libraries have been
published, translated and annotated. Ethiopian hagiographies attracted the attention of scholars
somewhat later than the Ethiopic Bible and historiography: the Acts of abba Yohanni appear to
be the first Vita of an Ethiopian saint entirely edited in its original text and translated into a
European language (Basset, 1884). This was soon followed by Jules Perruchon’s study of
Lalibala’s hagiography (Perruchon, 1892), and Ignazio Guidi’s publication of Gadld Ardgawi
(Guidi, 1896) and Carlo Conti Rossini’s publication of Gidla Tdkld Haymanot (Conti Rossini,
1896).

These edited and translated texts made a considerable contribution to the understanding of the
history of medieval Ethiopia. Starting from the early twentieth century, the number of editions
grew quickly, in particular thanks to the efforts of Turaiev, Guidi, Conti Rossini and other
students of Ethiopic hagiography. However, many hagiographies which have not yet been edited
and translated are collected and preserved in Ethiopian monasteries, churches and libraries. One
of these works is the hagiography of Abuné Filopos of Ddbréd Libanos, a 14th-century saint.The
researcher has carried out a critical edition and annotated translation of this hagiography as the
subject of his PhD dissertation.

This dissertation comprises eight chapters. The first chapter provides a brief introduction about
the topic. A review of related literature, description of the text, philological analysis of Gadla

Filopos, and edition of the text are provided in the following chapters.



1.2 Statement of the Problem

Go’oz hagiographic works, in addition to their literary value, constitute by far the largest group of
sources for medieval Ethiopia history; Guidi (1903) says, ‘Besides their literary value, the Gadls,
or the lives of the monks and saints of Ethiopia, are often useful for the study of the political
history of the country.”* Turaiev (1908), working from a single manuscript and using old
methods,* long ago published the text of GF, but he neither critically edited the text (according
to the Neo-Lachmannian method)® nor translated into English. The church of Dahona®® and
Daniel Kibret have both independently translated the Go'az text into Amharic. In the present
work, for the first time, the researcher presents a critical edition and English translation of GF.
The study addresses the following research questions:

*¢ What are the literary sources that found in the gidl and by whom it [the gddl] was composed?

¢ What are the descriptions and contents of each text?

¢ Who was Abund Filopos and what missionary work did he perform?

¢ How can we reconstruct the original text of GF and develop the relationship of the mss into a
family?

* How many copies of GF are extant in the various monasteries, churches, archives, foreign

libraries and private possession?

¢ What are the philological, historical, cultural and theological values of the text?

33 See also Conti Rossini, 1896, 97; and 1938; Pereira, 1894, 3.

** 1t is also called codex optimus (the best manuscript). According to this rule, one should choose what seems to be
the most correct and clearest of the mss, and print it in his edition exactly, without even correcting evident mistakes;
these mistakes will be corrected only in the translation (Marrassini, 2008, 8).

3% The Neo-Lachmannian method identifies manuscript families by their conjunctive errors that could not have been
produced independently in more than one mss. On the basis of conjunctive errors, the family of the mss. (stemma
codicum) can be formed. In the critical apparatus are listed deviations from the reading of the majority of the
families. Thus the editor has been able to eliminate the mistakes and reconstruct the original text (Marrassini 2008,
10-12).

%% The church of Dahona is found in North Siiwa near to Débri Libanos monastery.



1.3 Objective of the Study

1.3.1 Main Objective
The main objective of the study is to introduce the text (of GF) through a critical edition (text

reconstruction) and translation.

1.3.2 Specific Objectives

The specific objectives are to:

» Collate the existing versions of GF, and attempt to construct the archetype and critically

edit by using the Neo-Lachmannian method.

Identify the content, structure, and functions of the messages contained in the text.
Translate the text (Image of GF).

Show the philological, historical, cultural and theological values of the text.

YV V VYV V

Analyze the text from linguistic and philological point of view.

1.4 The Scope and Limitations of the Study
This study is carried out based on eight manuscripts, collected from different parishes,
monasteries, archives and foreign libraries. The collection comprises mss from: British Library
(orient 728, ff 150r-199r) [1 ms], Vatican Library [1ms], Dima Giyorgis church [1 ms], South
Gondir (Dédbra Hnqw‘s St. Mary monastery) [2 mss], Hagdrd Sdlam (Abuni Filopos Church) [1
ms], National Archives and Library Agency, NALA [1 ms], Mitaq Tékld Haymanot Church [1
ms]. The British Library manuscript was the one used by Turiaev; Acoordingly the researcher is
limited to these eight witnesses for this project; secondly in some but not many manuscripts, the
story of the translation of the relics of Abuni Filopos is also found together with his Gédl; an
annotated translation was done by Getatchew Haile (1990). The translation of the relics will not

be dealt with in this dissertation.



1.5 Significance of the Study
One of the importances of this study is to show the reconstructed text of GF by restoring the lost

readings through a critical edition of the text.

Like all hagiographical writings, the vita of Filopos deals with the life of the saint, his
missionary activities, miracles and other social, political, cultural and historical issues of the
period. In politics it tells us how the kings interfered in religion; in historical issues it tells us
about the events and experiences of king Amda Soyon and king Sayfa Ar‘ad; in toponymy it tells
us about the names of some old cities and districts, which are completely changed today. Like
some other monastic leaders, Filopos is remembered for his clashes with ase Amdé Soyon, whom
he openly reproached for his marital practices and his interference in church matters. He was
tortured, but did not retract his accusations; along with his disciples, he was sent into exile; he
preached to the local population and worked miracles. His history occupies an outstanding place
in the reconstruction of the religious, cultural and political history of the country in the medieval

period.
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CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
The contribution of Go’oz hagiography is of major importance for the reconstruction of medieval
Ethiopian history; this is not only because of the clerical monopoly of the literary art at that time
but also because of the intensively religious milieu of medieval Ethiopia. For all that, however,
the hagiographical traditions®’ transmitted to us over the centuries are still not fully studied. GF
is supposed to have been written under the tenure of Yohannos Kédma in the 15" century. The text
comprises useful historical, religious, cultural and political issues of the medieval time. An
edition of GF was published by the Russian scholar Turaiev in 1908; this, however, is not a
critical edition, and although a translation was supplied, it was in Latin, a language which is not
accessible to many scholars today. Still needed today are a critical edition, a discussion of the
content of the text, and a translation into a modern language, i.e. English. This is the goal of the

present PhD dissertation.

Turaiev (1908)*® published the gidl from a single ms and translated it into Latin. The availability
of references about the gidl is much less. Many scholars make reference only to the published
gidl and to nothing else. Almost all of the few available references are written in foreign
languages like Latin, Italian, Russian, etc. A few sources are in English, such as Kaplan’s article

in the E4e, Taddesse Tamrat (1972). %

37 The hagiographical traditions about a local saint generally consist of four essential parts: (a) the story of his life:
his evangelical work and/or his monastic pursuits in an isolated hermitage; (b) the Kidan, or pact, which he received
from God in return for his endeavours. (c) the miracles attributed to him both in his lifetime and after his death; and
(d) his Mélka’, or the short hymns composed in praise of his body parts (Taddesse Tamrat, 1972, 2-3).
3 Turaiev (ed., tr.), Vitae sanctorum indigenarum. 11. Acta s. Aaronis et Philippi, Louvain 1908 (CSCO, vol. 30, 31)
3% Kaplan, “Filopos’ in EAe, vol ii, pp. 538-39, the monastic holy man (1982), Taddesse Tamrat, Church and State in
Ethiopia, 1270-1527.
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2.1 The contribution of GF in the reconstruction of medieval Ethiopian history
GF has many contributions to the reconstruction of medieval Ethiopian history. The reason is that
Abuné Filopos wandered from place to place; the name of these many ancient names of places
are incorporated in the gidl. Besides, the state of Church and the role of kings in the 15™ century
are part of the narration; therefore, the gédl helps us to know Church and state in Ethiopia in that
specific century, the geographical settlement of the country, the lost and changed names of
ancient places, the substantive culture and custom of the people, the social, economical and

historical events of the country.

Kaplan’s article reports on the missionary activities of Abund Filopos; he says, ‘Filopos had close
links to the Metropolitan abund Ya‘oqob and assisted in the organization of his program of
missionary activities. The G&idl reports that Filopos dispatched eleven pupils of abund Takla
Haymanot — called in the sources ‘teachers’ (mdmharan) or ‘hand-appointed’ (naburand ad) — to
build new monasteries and spread Christianity in respective regions of Sdwa and provinces
further to the south.”*

Similarly Taddesse Tamrat (1972, 176) says, ‘The disciples among whom Ya‘sqob made this
arrangement are said to have been twelve in number, including Filipos. ... It is however very
clear from the geographical setting that the bishop intended to cover all the corners of the
province of Shdwa and that he sent his emissaries in different directions from the central
plateau.’

The Ethiopian Orthodox Tdwahodo Church (EOTC) says that, from the 10" to the 15" century,
the EOTC made great efforts to restore what had been destroyed in the 9™ century.*' Significant

achievements and great progress were made in architecture, which produced churches of

%0 Kaplan, “Filopos’ in E4e, vol ii, pp. 538
*'In the 9™ century Yodit (Gudit) rose against Christanity and devastated the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, destroying
life and property of great religious and historical heritage.
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international importance and recognition. The Gospel was preached far and wide in the country.
Monastic life was again reorganized, paganism was reduced very greatly; the number of Holy
Books were translated from Arabic to Go’oz.* Between the years 1270-1468 the Ethiopian
Church exerted considerable pressure on the non-Christian peoples within the borders of the
Solomonic state. Damot, Mugir, Goggam, and Dirra were just a few of the areas which felt the
impact of the monastic missionaries.*

Three great monks contributed very much to the development of Ethiopian monasticism in this
period: Iydsus Mo‘a, Tdkla Haymanot and Abba Filopos, forming three successive spiritual
generations of monastic leaders. Taddesse states that the arrival of Iydsus Mo‘a marked a turning
point in the story of the evangelization of Ethiopia.** Abba Iyisus Mo‘a opened a church and a
monastic school at Débrd Hayq. When the students graduated and left Dabrd Hayq they
established their own monastic and educational centers in different areas.*’ This tradition
continued up to Abba Tékla Haymanot and Abba Filopos of Débrd Libanos. In the revival of
monasticism in Ethiopia Abba Iydsus Mo‘a played an important role, for he was a very hard
worker, enthusiastic and devoted in his life. Regarding this Taddesse says, ‘Apart from his
monastic virtues of humility and pious devotion to the services of the church, emphasized by his
late 15th century hagiographer, Iydsus Mo‘a’s greatness lay in his considerable learning which

was unequalled by any of his contemporaries in Amhara. A living testimony of this is still seen in

the precious folios of what is believed to be his own MS of the Four Gospels which is today one

* The Ethiopian Orthodox Tawahodo Church Faith, Order of Worship and Ecumenical Relations, 1996, 8; Kaplan,
1982, 245-60; Taddesse Tamrat, 1972, 107
* Kaplan, 1984.
* Taddesse Tamrat, 1972, 58.
45 Among his most successful students: Abba Bisdlotd Mikael who founded Dibrd Gol in Amhara; Abba Hiruté-
Amlak who founded the monastery of Déga Hstifanos on the island of Lake Tana; Abba Takld Haymanot the patron
of Ethiopian Church who founded the monastery of Débrd Libanos; Abba Yohannes founder of the monastery of
Kabran Gébrel on the island of Lake Tana; The famous scholar, writer and saint Abba Giyorgis founder of the
monastery of Gasa¢¢a in Amhara; likewise Abba Gébrd dndryas, Abund Aaron, Abund Hstonfasi krostos and many
other can be mentioned (Lule Melaku, 2010, 53)
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of the most treasured objects kept at the monastery of Dibra Hayq.”*® Many hagiographic sources
regarding the life of Iydsus Mo‘a are mentioned by Stanislas Kur, Conti Rossini, Kaplan, Kropp,
Cerulli, Samuel and the like. ¥’
Many of Iydsus Mo‘a’s pupils later acquired considerable fame as monastic leaders of the
Ethiopian Church. Probably the most outstanding of these was Abba Tékli Haymanot of Siwa,
who was the spiritual father of Abba Filopos. He is credited with evangelizing vast regions of
central and southern Ethiopia and founding the famous monastery of Dibri Libanos in Siwa.
Some traditions also credit him with an important political role during the re-establishment of the
Solomonic dynasty by ase Yokunno Amlak.*® He visited Axum and other monasteries of Tagre,
such as Débri Damo; some said that he made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem.” Before the middle of
the thirteenth century, no independent monastic community had been established outside of
Axum and its surroundings. Later St. Tdkld Haymanot was summoned by God to become a
missionary. Regarding his calling Gédla Tékla Haymanot says the following:
. OWLARYL: A9FT: DI: 19R: AR T: AOeo: H: PNC: ALLA: AMVST:

HAZA: AhhM: Ad: A%A:: AWSTTO: PNCov-: °YC: 1L T: 1/72:

A2 ALANLN: AT 19R: REPl: OhaoOTROY: .40 hA: V7: 19

1901 ANA: Ao PlA: A ANDC::

... And now why do you become a hunter of wild animals? Because this deed is not fitting for

priests except for gentiles who are outside [of the faith]. But for priests, teaching of the faith and

rebuking of the gentiles are their deeds. And now do not be a hunter of wild animals and

horseman, but rather be a hunter of the souls of men (lit. life of people) to [be brought] to God.™

% Taddesse Tamrat, The abbots of Dibra Hayq 1248-1535, JES, vol 8, 1970, 90
47 Stanislaw Kur — Steven Kaplan — Denis Nosnitsin, in EA4e, vol, 111, 259
* Denis Nosnitsin, in EA4e, vol, IV, 831
* Lule Melaku, 2010, 55
*% This recalls Jesus’ command to be “fishers of men” (Mt. 4:19).
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One of the challenges that Abuné Tdkld Haymanot faced during his evangelical activity was the
anti-Christian movement undertaken by the pagans in Siwa. In Takld Haymanot’s gidl and in
related hagiographies of the Dibrd Libanos cycle, these pagan activites are said to have been led
by the legendary Motédlomi, king of Damot.”' Tikld Haymanot’s coming to Hayq is of greater
significance for the important role that his community of Dibrd ‘Asbo would soon play in the
expansion of Christianity.’> His successful missionary activities secured him the title of ‘New
Apostle’ of Ethiopia,” because he became bishop and e¢¢ige (head of the Church).’® After
spending the end of his life in prayer, Abund Takla Haymanot died in 1313. He was canonized a
saint by the Ethiopian Orthodox Tédwahodo Church, and also by the Coptic Church — the only
Ethiopian to be canonized by the Coptic Church.” The main source on Tikli Haymanot is his
hagiography; the so-called Waldobba recension owes its name to its editor Conti Rossini (ed.
1896; English tr. also in Budge, 1906).

Like his teacher Abba Téklda Haymanot, Abba Filopos of Débrd Libanos also evangelized the
pagan inhabitants of Siwa with his eleven disciples. From his childhood, Filopos clashed with
the people who worshiped rocks, trees, and rivers and with the sorcerers.”® The coming of Abba
Ya‘oqob from Egypt to Ethiopia encouraged Filopos in the evangelizing of people and
organization of the Church. The immediate successor of Abba Ya‘oqob, Abba Silama II, was
also famous for his activity in the evangelization of the pagan areas and for promoting monastic

life.”’

°! Taddesse Tamrat, 1972, 161. Tikld Haymanot baptized and converted king Motilomi to the Christian faith in
Damot (Hadya, Wilayta).
> Tbid
S0 hPCP: (hJbo: AT ATIOT:: (NOL: A%: HPov: avmi: (A10-k: Yov:: The New apostle,
associated with the martyr Thomas, who stood for seven years on his broken leg (Tesfa, 1984 E.C., 65).
** Lule Melaku, 2010, 60.
% Sergew Hable Sellassie, 1972, 282.
%% For details of Filopos’s evangelizing, see his gidl below.
3" Lule Melaku, 2010, 62.
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2.2 Textual history of GF- Most often a gddl was written some generations after the saint’s
death. Traditions about his life were collected by his monastic descendants and later compiled
into a book under the auspices of the abbot of the monastery. By contrast, the gidl of Abuni
Filopos is said to have been written by divine revelation.

L0 AL Wrk: PIC: o00: CiMAl: HewTIor: A7 LA

o0k Aav: hARK: ool Nild: A7TH: LALKL: AI°VIC: AVIC:

Wik N0-0: AQT7: &AZN: MAD: @01 DTILCPe: A7H: hdh? ohtN:

OA7F: N 1Nal: BGU-:: AAAR: 100 0A700: oANTNROP: K7:

ANA: h: A0 AQep R7l: TAPC: hov: AY: 1Ph: 0h00: ACA.:

4ot A0A0: Abh: A70LY7: ALPP: HANAAD: hoo Tasd: Aql: ilFh:

Frometh: o1&ath: o™ Eh: HH01~h: AR acatfa: o0y-k:

AV hoo: R700: NhdP: ChOl: OAR OGS NAZN0P: Chdl: ®LNI°0:

%47 othat: o04h7: WGST: 00NA: PAewST: Ad: LAR@0-D:

MA“L7: ol71: ALAP: T9°h: R7H: Athd: oo0Y: 0LAT AACT:

ANTCALL: s Afl: A0-0R: (&AL

The investigator of this matter [the author of the gidl] said: ‘And when I could not find

anyone who could tell me about his combat and his years that this blessed father Filopos

spent, even if short and few, while he was wandering from place to place, I returned to my

home, distressed and sorrowful because I could not find any information about him.” I

begged him [Abuné Filopos, in spirit] in tears and I beseeched him, saying, ‘O father, you

know that I am a sinner and transgressor. Show your charity to me. But it is not because

of my righteousness that I beseech you to reveal to me your hidden mysteries, your

combats and your affliction that you endured for the sake of Christ. Rather, I desire to

speak with my impure mouth and to write with my unclean fingers. And let holy monks

listen and the blessed priests and believers who call upon you in faith.” And having said

38 Cf. sec. 21.
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this, I went sorrowfully to sleep. And at that time, this blessed father appeared to me in

that night in a vision.

About the composition of the gidl, Getatchew (1990, 76) mentions the following facts:

Turaiev and before him, William Wright (the cataloger of Ethiopic manuscripts in British
museum) had rightly argued that the gédl was composed during the tenur office of Abuna
Yohannes Kédma. In fact, according to the colophon of another copy of the manuscript
(gédl) preserved in an eighteenth or a nineteenth century manuscript, EMML 6771, ff 3r-

74r was composed during the reign of Yoshaq.

Daniel (2006 E.C., 197) points that, ‘the gddl was composed by Yohannos Kdma, who was the
seventh abbot of Dibri Libanos who dictated many books in the 15™ century and established the

Church of Débra Libanos.’

2.3 Birth and death of Abuni Filopos

The years of birth and death of Abuni Filopos are not mentioned in his gidl, which states only
his work and the age of his death: ‘Aged 74 years and nine months, Filopos died in exile on 28
Hamle ™, similarly, Heruy (1921E.C.,150) mentions, ‘at the age of 74 years and 9 months he
(Filopos) passed away and was buried in Amhara.” He does not tell us his birth date but Daniel

(2006 E.C., 191) presents very clear calculations in his book:

The gidl does not tell us his date of birth, but at the end it discusses his acts in detail and how old
he was when he performed each of them: Then Filopos, the teacher of peace, died in peace at the
age of 74 years and 9 months. From his birth to his 15™ year he was in his father’s house; then he
went to Dabrd Libanos. He spent three years there before becoming a monk and twenty-two years
after becoming a monk until becoming an abbot of the monastery. From his promotion until his

exile twenty-eight years elapsed. After his exile, he spent three years in Togray, two years in

% Cf. Sec. 251
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Wiiliqa,” three months in Dira, ... six months on the island of Zoway and one year in Damot®'.
All his years of exile were six years and nine months in total. — Abund Filopos came to Débra
Libanos in his 15th year and spent 25 years in this monastery (3 years before becoming a monk,
22 years after becoming a monk); he became abbot of the monastery after Abund Elsa‘. Abuni
Elsa‘was abbot for three months (from August 31, 1314 to October 30, 1315). Abuni Tékla
Haymanot died in August 31, 1314; therefore Abuni Filopos received this position [of abbot of the
monastery] at the end of October in 1315. According to the gidl, at that time he was 40 years old,

from this, his date of birth would have been in 1275.

2.4 Ordination

Christ gave the apostles special privileges to preach the gospel which were not given to others.®?
When sending them off, He promised to be with them even unto the end of the world.®> This
promise is of course taken to be valid for their successors also. The patriarchate of Alexandria in
Egypt was the nearest Christian center to nominate a bishop for the confirmation of the Church
of Ethiopia. Since then the Ethiopia Orthodox Tdwahodo Church (EOTC) continued to be under
the Coptic patriarchate of Alexanderia until 1958.%* This is because the pseudo-canon of Nicea.
This false canon, which prohibited Ethiopians from occupying a hierarchical position (the rank of
a bishop) in their Church, was inserted later by the Egyptians.®® The insertion, which is found in

the book of the Law of the Kings (Fothad Nagist), says:

OV NA: AR e A LPLOv-: ADAPov-: A P: 3841 ATAI L LPov-: @A N9l Chhoo-::

% Wiliqa is situated on the northwestern edge of Gonder, 4km from the center of the town.
6! Until the Muslim invasions of the sixteenth century, Damot referred to the region immediately south of the Blue
Nile, and west of the sources of the Awash River. Its limits are indefinable, but it may have extended as far west as
the Didessa, and as far south as the region of Innarya. To the east, it probably bordered on Hadya and Conti Rossini
thinks that the region of Wilamo may have also been included in it (Taddesse 1972, 121).
2 Mt 18:18.
 Mt. 28:20
% For 1600 years, around 111 bishops came from Egypt to Ethiopia (Abba Gorgorios, the history of EOTC, 1974
E.C,9
% Lule Melaku, 2008, 51.
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The people of Ethiopia do not appoint archbishops upon themselves from their own scholars, by their own wish.*

This insertion is also found in the Ethiopian Synaxarium (Senkasar).®” According to Lule (2008,
51), ‘It was inserted in the Arabic version of Fotha Nagést which was translated into Go’oz
during the time of Emperor Zir‘a Ya‘oqob. It is not found in the original Greek or Latin versions,

where the decisions of the Nicean council were documented.’

In order to bring bishops from Egypt, the Ethiopian king would send messangers to Cairo with
magnificent gifts of ivory and gold; this condition continued until 1958. After that the EOTC
decided to consecrate her own patriarch, so that the EOTC now became autocephalous. As stated
above, in the medieval period, ordination of bishops was performed by the Egyptian patriarich or
bishops. In contrast this the ordination of Abund Tékld Haymanot was by God, regarding this

Lule Melaku (2010, 59) says the following,

During the Crusades after the death of Abund Matewos, it was not possible to get
another bishop from Egypt. St. Tékld Haymanot, the abbot of Dibra Libanos was elected
by the clergy and was appointed to be the head and bishop of the the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tawahodo Church. He was ordained by God, and served the Church until the Egyptian
bishop Abund Yohannes came to Ethiopia. Then, he left the bishopric office to Abuna

Yohannes.

The Waldobba version of his gédl clearly states that he had already been ordained a priest, and

had officiated as such in Sdwa, long before he joined Iydsus Mo‘a in Hayq.68

% The Law of the Kings (Fotha Négést), Nicea, Article, 50.
57 The text of the Synaxarium reads: When the king of Ethiopia asked Abba Michael to set a bishop over the country
of Ethiopia, famine and plague broke out in his land, and the rain was held back, and would not fall on the fields, and
great tribulation came upon the people (Synaxarium: The Book of the Saints of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tédwahado
Church, Miyazia 10 (April 18) p.458).
5% Conti Rossini, Gidla Tdkld Haymanot, p. 104; the same point is also made in the Dibréi Libanos version which
describes his alleged missionary activities even before joining Iydsus Mo‘a. Budge, 1906, p. 25-29.
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In the reconstruction of Ethiopian history the ordination of Abuni Filopos is crucial in the revival
of monasticism. Abuné Filopos decided to become a monk, went to Dibrd Asbo and, after three
years of novitiate, received the habit and askema from abund Tédkld Haymanot (this is also
recalled in Tdkld Haymanot’s hagiography); soon he was ordained as a priest. Turaiev’s text
does not tell us how and by whom AF had been ordained as a deacon, but in other versions, we
read that ‘he was ordained by Abuni Yohannss.”® Abuni Filspos was appointed as head priest
by the metropolitan abba Ya‘aqob (1337-1344). Concerning this Getatchew (1982, 29) quotes

the following from the géidl:

Abba Ya‘aqob inquired about those who had formerly taught and preached in Ethiopia.
They said to him, first abba Sédlama preached the gospel, and after him the Nine Saints.
Then there arose a man, a great Apostle, whose name was Tékld Haymanot; his region
was Shoa. He preached in all the regions of Ethiopia and illuminated with his
preaching all Ethiopia like the sun. Now he has gone to his repose, but his (spiritual)
son, whose name is Filopos is on his chair. Having heard this information, Abba
Ya‘aqob gave an order that they should summon abba Filopos with all his spiritual
children. He chose from among them twelve men, including Filopos, their father. He
then said to them, teach and preach the gospel. Divide Shoa into twelve parts, as the
apostles divided the world into twelve parts. Their father, Peter, used to go them, to
each one where his portion was. Behold in your case too, let Filopos be for you in the

place of Peter. Put everything in his charge; let whatever he says be done.

OCorU: 1ok AU ALARN: 0@0L: Cil: 340 AQ: T HUG: ACTERE: (a3t o- L0108
(sic) : wdOP: @“L: 4.e8%: 0lh: @PLO: @Al 330: A0 ¢h70:: And after this Filopos’s father took him
[his son] to abba Yohannes of Ethiopia in the reign of Wodmrad, and he ordained him deacon and the bishop
Yohannes blessed and sanctified him. MS ‘H’ and MS ‘L’ fol, 7rb, (EMML 6771, £8%). It is also stated in the book of
the translation of the relics of Abuné Filopos of Débra Libanos, P, 7.
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2.5 The State of the Church in the reign of King Amda Sayon and his successor Sayfi
Ar‘ad
The era of king Amda Soyon (1314-44) and king Séyfa Ar‘od (1344-1430) is well known for

four important historical events.”

1. The expansion of territory

2. The growth of monastiscism

3. A conflict between the emperors and and some prominent monastic leaders

4. Revival and growth of literature
As Taddesse says, ‘Amdi-Soyon inherited the military and political problems of the turbulent
reigns of his immediate predecessors. These included the final consolidation of the powers of the
new dynasty in all the Christian provinces; programmes of expansion into the Agiw districts in
the north-west, the kingdom of Gojjam’' in the west, and Damot in the south-west; and the more
important struggle with the Muslims in the east and south-east’. This expansion of Amda Soyon
included the districts of Eritrea in the north, Bale in the south, Innarya in the west, and Harar in
the east. King Amdid Soyon organized the kingdom in administrative regions and appointed
governors, and laws were codified. Both Amdéd Soyon and Sédyfd Ar‘ad united the empire and
widened its frontiers.
There was a serious conflict between the emperors and the prominent monastic leaders. The
conflict was not only with these monks but also with the metropolitan bishop who came from
Egypt. The reasons for the conflict concerned marrying one’s (deceased) father’s wife, polygamy

and the day of Nativity. Basédlota Mikael, Anorewos, Aaron, Filopos of Dibri Libanos and others

" Daniel, 2006, 13
™" According to my transliteration, the word should be written as ‘Goggam’ but I quoted directly from Taddesss’s

book.

2 Taddesse Tamrat, 1972, 132; Lule Melaku, 2010, 82; Daniel Kibret, 2006 E.C., 15; Joanna Mantel-Nieuko —
Denis Nosnitsin, in E4e, vol, I, p. 229.
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were persecuted by the kings.”® Since Abuni Filopos wanted to become a martyr, he came before
the king in Sdwin with a desire to rebuke him. He was tortured, but did not recant his
accusations; along with his disciples, he was sent into exile.

In the Zagwe dynasty most kings were religious; they kept and respected the rule of the society
and the social ethics, restricting themselves (for example) to only one wife. But during the reigns
of Amda Soyon and Sdyfa Ar‘ad, the rule was violated and they married more than one wife: this
situation distressed Abuné Filopos, who began to fight with them. Regarding this Cerulli (1956,

59-61, drawing upon the gédl) states the following:

“Arrival on that day, it was announced to the King that Abuni Filopos should come.

The King said: you should bring him tomorrow. The next day the King stood on his
throne and asked him: why do you come to me? The Blessed (Filopos) said: you have
married your father’s wife and what would you have done against the law of the
Gospel? So I have heard. The King said: what does it matter if I married her?
Ecclesiastical sources in question have told me that if I was not getting married that my
kingdom would not be successful. Filopos replied: You have misled wizards and
sorcerers as Satan. When the king heard this, he got very angry and ordered his officers

to slap him”.

In the time of king Amdi Soyon a number of important works appeared, such as the Kabrd
ndgdst, which established the ideology of the Ethiopian Empire, the Mdshafd mastird simay
wdmadr, the Zena Askandar, the Life of Hanna, St. Mary’s mother, and a collection of monastic
rules attributed to St. Anthony (Sara ‘atd monk”asanna).”* Regarding this golden age Chaillot

says the following:

73 .
Ibid.
"*Joanna Mantel-Nietko — Denis Nosnitsin, in E4e, vol, I, p. 229).
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The golden age and classical period of Go’az literature went from the beginning of the 14th to the
16/17th centuries. From the end of the 13th century a new expansion is found in literature which
is characterized by translation, not from Greek but from Arabic, though with originals being

often in Coptic, Syriac or Greek; the texts are mainly theological works.”

2.6 Steadfastness of Abuni Filopos- Abund Filopos was a holy man who brought faith and
work together in his spiritual life. He was steadfast, dedicated, devoted and enthusiastic for his
faith. He opposed the unethical actions of kings and rebuked them without fear. Abba Gorgorios
(1974 E.C, 40) compares the steadfastness of Abuni Filopos with that of John the Baptist.”® For
Herod had laid hold of John, and bound him and put him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his
brother Philip’s wife. For John said unto him, it is not lawful for thee to have her. And when he
would have put him to death, he feared the multitude, because they counted him as a prophet.”’
At that time John was in jail. Similarly AF wandered from place to place, steadfastly rebuking

them (the two kings).

7 Christine Chaillot, 2002, 75.
9L &AZNG DAL 11T RIRLACT 02 998 AT PANET L0l PRTEL AGET 0T ALCY en
NAINC AT &ARN LEhFm AT 6PN NAIET AdhTao of O oo 72k M0 te- PATU7 “L0T ATLeNH
ALTNV ANA@ 12T P70 hCLNT PO7LIVT “LO0T ATOCOH ALIMWY° AN ATLIPA@- TRy
TGL& N1l h T o VL& TFo:: (L9 AAT CAINYT $%AT7 £9° C4.000T DH77 NANT A7ROL@TS b
LAZNT® @L (L7 R ACKE wOALSTEo MN&@ A-TChA:: (AN ICICEN: AP 230: CA/A/A/0/ D-éh 1974
9.9° 14°40)
As gidla Filopos and Kobrd Nigést say, ‘When ase Amdéd Soyon married his father’s wife (his stepmother), Abuni
Filopos, followed by his disciple Anorewos of Z&Sogaga, entered into the palace and rebuked him, saying, ‘It is not
fitting to marry your father’s wife,” as John had rebuked Herod, saying ‘It is not fitting to marry your brother’s wife.’
The king was angered and whipped him with his disciple. On that night the city in which the the blood of those
saints was shed burned with fire and H¢¢dge Filopos was exiled to north Ethiopia; this is narrated widely. (Abba
Gorgorios,(Archbishop), Ethiopian Church History, 1974 E.C., P. 40).
7M. 14:1-5
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CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY

3.1 Research Design

A research design is the set of methods and procedures used in collecting and analyzing measures

of the variables specified in the research problem. Based on the variants readings the researcher

has composed the recensio’® by the following steps.

Listing all the existing manuscripts, made by consulting all the existent catalogues;
Getting (the microfilms or the photographs of) all the manuscripts.

Giving an abbreviated indication (a siglum) to each of these manuscripts (usually the
initial of the city or the Library in which it is found); forinstance ‘D’ for Dima Giyorgis
Church, ‘H’ for Hagérd Sdlam Church, ‘L’ for Dédbrd Libanos monastery, ‘E’ for Dabra
Hngw‘o, ‘M’ for Mitaq Church, ‘B’ for British Library, V for Vatican Library. This will
also serve to indicate the variant readings in the critical apparatus at the end of the page.
Collating all these mss; this operation is usually done by copying whatever of these mss
word by word separately (e.g one word, or also one very short sentence under the other,
with some space in between), and by comparing the text of the other mss.

Grouping of the mss into families, each of them with its ancestor, called archetype or/ and
sub-archetype;” studying the tradition of the text and building the stemma codicum.

The emendatio (‘‘emendation, correction’’ of the errors in the text). It can be done in two
ways. These are emendation ope codicum, emendation by means of the codices,” and

emendation ope ingenii, emendation by means of the intelligence.®’

7® Recension, in the sense of general examination and evaluation of the evidence of the codices.
7 This grouping must be done by the basic criterion of the conjunctive errors.
%0 Making use of all what has been indicated above majority of the families.
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This research employs a qualitative methodological approach. Critical edition, analysis of source
materials, and critical observations of the manuscript tradition are important aspects of this

scientific study.

Modern textual criticism has refined a methodology that has been developing over the centuries.
Its principles have now been generally accepted.®” The purpose of this dissertation is to
reconstruct gidld Filopos’ original text based on Neo-Lachmannian method. Arguably there are
three major methods of critical edition, namely the Lachmannian method,* the best (or base) text
method,* and the Neo-Lachmannian method. For the reconstruction of GF, a complete survey of
all the available direct and indirect witnesses of the GF is very important. For the eight
manuscripts that were collected by the researcher, a genealogical tree (stemma codicum) is
established on the basis of conjunctive errors common to the witnesses descending from the same
sub-archetype. The text is established through the criterion of the majority of the families as
immediate offsprings from the archetype, using technical concept of conjunctive errors.
Classification of the manuscripts will proceed through editorial work involving recension

(recensio) and collation (collatio), eliminatio codicum descriptorum etc. Last but not least the

1 When the mechanical criterion is not sufficient, because the error is in the archetype, or the families are two, and
so numerically equivalent. In this case the editor has to resort on his own ability and sensibility, making also use of
the criterion of the lectio difficilior, or of that called usus scribendi (the stylistic and linguistic habits of the author).
82 Alessandro Bausi, ‘Philology’ as textual criticism, 2008, 13.

% The Lachmannian method was for the first time proposed by Karl Lachmannian (1793-1851), a German
philologist. It is sometime called historical editing or common error method. He proposed that before critical edition
an editor should identify the relation between the manuscripts based on their common errors. He identified two steps
in critical edition: recension (the process of constructing the stemma) and emendation. The recension part includes
the task of collecting all extant manuscripts, identifying common errors (conjunctive errors), grouping manuscripts
into families and reconstructing the stemma based on common errors. This is followed by the emendation of the
archetype, where necessary (Saleman, 2000).

% The best (or base) text method favours the presentation of a single text, with minor emendations, which is a
historically tangible exemplar among surviving witnesses (Altschul, 2006). The best text approach applies a good
manuscript to emend it rather than considering other witnesses. Proponents of this method have commented that the
Lachmaniann method appears misguiding or even fallacious in the potential establishment of a text which never
existed. This method does not neessarily imply the reconstruction of a stemma codicum that shows the relationship
between the manuscripts (Solomon Gebreyes, 2016).
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GF, like all other scientific essay, to be ameliorated in the future and not established once and

forever, for the critical edition as ‘a working hypothesis.’

The main objective of critical editing is to produce a text that is as close as possible to the
original. Thus a description of the eight manuscripts of GF, linguistic and philological inquiries
into the text are considered. The critical apparatus at the bottom of every page presents all variant
readings. There are 257 sections in the GF text. Annotated translation is also given to the edited
Gidla Filopos. GF was edited by Turaiev in 1908 on the basis of only one manuscript (which is
found in British Library, orient 728, ff 150r-199r). The present edition, by contrast, has been
prepared on the basis of eight manuscripts; therefore, this new edition is expected to yield a more
authentic text nearer to the original on the basis of the Neo-Lachmannian method. This includes
studying both the internal and external features of the manuscripts thoroughly, studying the

tradition of the text and building the stemma codicum of the text.

3.2 Methodology
Based on the above research design the appropriate research type is qualitative research method
within the framework proposed by the Neo-Lachmannian method: As it is mentioned, the
hagiography of Abba Filopos was edited and translated by Turaiev based on the best text (Codex
Optimus) approach. In this regard, choosing the Neo-Lachmannian method is undoubtly
appropriate in doing the critical edition. The Neo-Lachmannian method identifies the
manuscripts by their conjunctive error that could have been produced independently in more than
one manuscript. On the basis of conjunctive errors the family of the mss (stemma codicum) can
be formed. In the critical apparatus readings are given that deviate from the majority of the
families. Thus the editor has been able to eliminate the mistakes and come closer to

reconstructing the original text.
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3.3 Tools used and data collection process

Consulting catalogues both local and foreign was the primary means for collecting all existing

copies of GF, as much as possible. Both primary and secondary data were used.

The primary sources are the manuscripts of G&adld Filopos that are available in various
monasteries, churches, libraries and microfilms. For this study the researcher visited many places
to collect the vita of Gadla Filopos. The researcher was able to access the following eight copies.
The first is Gadla Filopos, which is found in the British Library; the second ms is from Dima
Giyorgis. Two mss were found in South Gonder Débra nqw*s St. Mary monastery. Another ms
is from Vatican Library, other from Hagéird Sdlam Abund Filopos Church near Débrd Libanos
monastery. A 19th—century ms which is found in NALA, project number, EMML 6771, is part of

the study. The last ms was found in Mitaq Tdkld Haymanot Church, EMML 2142.

The secondary sources include related books, periodicals and other published materials related to

the topic.

3.4 Data Gathering
Since the basic tasks are textual edition, translation and analysis, the primary tools were
manuscripts: eight different versions of Gadla Filopos were consulted. Other reference materials
and related books were also used. Much time was allotted for collecting the manuscripts and for

library work.

3.5 Field work
In this study, field work was conducted to collect useful materials and existing copies of the
hagiographical manuscript as well as other references to reconstruct the geographical setting of
the areas in which the saint operated in his evangelical work. Abuni Filopos was first buried in

South Gondir (Dédbrd Hnqw*s), and his relics later translated to Dabrd Libanos. Thus these two
27



places were visited by the researcher including other significant towns and villages related to the
study. In order to find additional information from the principal informants the researcher
interviewed different informants. However as he heard from the informants a famous scholar
who knew about AF passed away before a year ago. Other four people narrated about AF, but
their narration is included in the gédl, nothing was new. In the Dibri Libanos monastery there is
a small Church named by Abuna Filopos. On Hamle 28 (Aug. 4), gidld Filopos is read in this

church; the researcher attended the reading ceremony at Débré Libanos.
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CHAPTER FOUR
LIST AND DESCRIPTION OF THE MANUSCRIPTS

This chapter presents the eight witnesses the researcher found for the acts of Abund Filopos of
Débré Libanos. The sigla or ‘code’ for every manuscript is usually mnemonic, and is given by
taking the initial letter of the parish church or the province where it was found; in a few cases,
the siglum was assigned randomly. The following is a list of the eight mss with their sigla:

British Library 'B'

Dima Giyorgis 'D'

Débra Hnqw*a; 'E'

Débra Hnqw*a, 'F'

Hagéri Sélam 'H'

Dabri Libanos 'L

Mitaq Tékla Haymanot 'M'

Vatican Library 'V'

4.1 British Library 'B' (Orient. 728)*

Shelf mark: Or. 728, (Gadld Takla Haymanot

B N R AT AN A E B
Rl o el Y I

TEAN TR E Yy AN G
AUTE SN A DTN,

R e L E e P
ER T TR S Lo T O ¥ T P P ey
O e 0 A VT e ST T
PR e S N L R R
Bt A RS T R R
B R T Rk L LR SN er s
LA S kLT ey ]
L L S PR
P B P
VYRS MR A a0 AN
P B R o N R TR
CTBFETE A DY ML
AT AN e R Y
WL YT MAN Yo A MY

BETE A AEA N AAE A

et e A e e 7Y
R R LAY e LT
- AL NS M
AOT AT R M
E I L R e
BA BEuay EEE )

LR R L L g
R AR S TR L
ELTECE N S DL L e
PR L T Y S P
ER L RECP DS R SR A
AR AN oS
B R L e T
B X AS aunADS ALY ey
P R e R
R R e s
L LR S R B BN N
Ll b Ly R L
B A W e By
FIEAIY AT AR AN
HHAE B E N wA Al
ERE ot & B SR S P
B R R e Ll T ]
G- AT AT YT
AvFEV Y Ra AR ae -
b M e FERT wN Sy
ML EETE AR T T

and Gédla Filopos). — Place: British Library,
London. — Columns: two. — Language: Go'oz.
— Size: 13.5in x 11.5in. — Folios: 199ff. One

unnumbered blank leaf at the end. The ms

% The researcher purchased this ms online from the Brirish Library for 50 dollars; he would like to thank Dr.
Amsalu for facilitating the purchase.
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contains two texts: the first part, The Life and Acts of Téikld Haymanot (ff. 3-145) was written
in a fine hand towards the middle of xviii™ cent.; the second part is The Acts of Philip
[Filapos] (f£.147r-199r). William, the cataloger says, ‘On f. 147r, is a servie on honour of
this saint [Filopos], with musical notes.” But the researcher couldn’t find this, even the folio
begins from 150r. — No. of lines: 20 to 23. — Material: Vellum. — Binding: Metal covers
of copper gilt, both front and back, with three crosses on each. — Date: 18" cent A.D.* —
Scribe: Qirqos and Mnase. — Special features: The sections are divided by chapter, not by
days; it has 21 chapters. ff.159v*, £.159v°, £.164v* £.164v°, £.172v°, £.184v", £.185v%, £.185V",
£.190v", £.192r", and £.192r" are depicted with bright colors (i.e the narrations are shown in

picture). The cataloger did not explain the owner or property of the ms.

4.2 Dima Giyorgis Church 'D'87

Place: Institute of Ethiopian Studies (IES), No. 10.53. —
Columns: two. — Language: Go'oz. — Size: 24.5% 20 cm.
— Folios: 104 (no pagination). — Property: Dima Giyorgis

Church. — No. of lines: 22. — Material; Parchment. —

Binding: Bound on wooden boards. — Date: 1937 E.C.

[1944/45] Scribe: Médmhar Getu.

8 William Wright, Catalogue of Ethiopic Manuscripts in the British Museum Acquired since the Year 1847, no, 304,
p-196).
¥The owner is Dima Giyorgis Church. In 1970 E.C. UNESCO photographed this ms on microfilm (No. 10.53 in
IES). Because of weak digitalization process, it is hard to read.
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4.3 Dabra Anqw‘al 'E'

Place: Ddbra Hnqw‘o St. Mary Monastery, south Gondar
(not yet catalogued). — Columns: two. — Language:
Go’oz. — Size: 25 x 20 cm. — Folios: 70 (no pagination).
— No. of lines: 18. — Material: Parchment. — Binding:
Wooden boards covered with stamped leather. — Date:

1936 E.C. [1943/44] — Scribe:® priest Abate (Wildi

HU:lFl‘lﬂ-ﬂm
]

Mikael). — (f.67r") Colophon:
NTPga%: 9.9°: 1LCA: &LAANT: AQ: Pl ALAN: APG: ovP°lb: (sic) "16M:
OAL TICLI°: A& b.m: ALAL: O7P-0: “1CLI°: AP PA::

In 1936 E.C., Abba Gébri Iydsus Lagd and the priest Hayle Wélda Maryam sponsored the
writing of Gidla Filopos and donated to Débrd Hnqw‘o Maryam. —Special features: the text
is not divided by chapters but is partitioned by days. The first folio begins with the word
(HAD-£)® “Sunday’. Words or names like A2HANWC: “7CL9°: -Fhd: Ve T

4:A\ AN are rubricated in red throughout the gidl. Text is written in a small elegant character.

At the end of the text we read:

Aok: AoC
av’y) -1

Fé.Aavt: hav:
9.9°: NaoPHn:

O%:

NTHEaZ:

Ul: oo hG: NToPrlh: hoo To& A0CT:
AP0 Horhcl:: LovC: Ofl:: 9h: 7
n0N4: A 1LA: 240 ©3307: €CA°N: @AcD: 104: 1L-CLO: OALVL: OAL:
DQhAN: oOhov: G0ov: RO: ROT: A AN@C: o7 1oP: 7046 &AL 07D

ACTFCO0L: NAdeT: A%Qop: GAY°: AT ::

This book began [to be written] on 15™ of the month Sine (June), and was completed on 26™ of the

¥ In most cases, at the end of the text we read, ‘@4.£:4-£0: AANT: Ah70: h??: HAOThovao: AAKWE:
1L Ah: ‘especially to our father Yohannos Kima who has taken pains to cause your gidl to be written’.

% The division of the sections are from Sunday to Saturday
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month Hamle (July); this adds up to 41 days. In 1936 E.C. [1943/44 AD] in the reign of honorable

% and the scribe was wildd

Hayld Solasse, and our bishop Qerlos and d¢¢ige Gibra Giyorgis;”
Mikael, his personal name is priest Abate. O my fathers and my brothers, members of (the Church)

Débra dnqw*s, do not forget me in [your] prayers, forever and ever Amen.

4.4 Dabra Anqw*s, 'F'

Place: Ddbra dnqw‘c St.Mary Monastery, south Gondir (not
P Tt L L T LTI
A “wmasrss | catalogued). — Columns: two. —Language: Go’oz. — Size: 13 x
mnmﬂ"-#“"""” [} 'w'n.m.”"”"_,‘
PRl Uk L L T
WA T ADA LA TN o : . 1 . 1 N
i meepann | 11 em. — Folios: 121. — No. of lines: 14. — Material:
P A g BN fyo i1y 094
i R LA L) R TP el . . .
SRAININGA ORI MI Parchment. — Binding: Wooden boards covered with a flowered
o i W hasi? A VWA e €
s kA L DU AR L D
R« Lrierine cloth. — Date: Not dated but its calligraphy is similar to that of ms
BN RCAP T ) i (e
ARAEA AN N e A
‘E’, pointing to the mid-20" century.91 — Scribe: Abroham

Colophon:
HAhd: ANCTI°: AYL: ovZhd: (AL VU-:: (Abroham who wrote this book in his

hand). — Special features: The text has no divisions at all, neither by paragraph number nor

by days of the week.

4.5 Hagiri Silam 'H'
Place: Hagird Silam Abuni Filopos Church; North Séwa (not yet catalogued). — Columns:
two. — Language: Go'oz. — Size: 24.5 x 20 cm. — Folios: 81. — No. of lines: 22-25. —

Material: Parchment. — Binding: Wooden boards covered with a flowered cloth. — Date:

% degage Gibra Giyorgis became the first patriarch of EOTC after having been renamed Abuni Basloyos in 1951

E.C.

*! Tn most mss the scribe and the date are mentioned at the end of the text. But in text ‘F’, after f.1 16v° at least one

folio has been cut out and some extraneous material has been inserted, apparently unrelated to the gédl and very hard

to read. Given these circumstances, the researcher could not find any date.

%2 Daniel Kibret (2006 E.C. 186) asserts, ‘This ms is found in Amhara Sayont, Hagérd Silam Abuni Filopos

Church.” However, the researcher personally went on a journey to try to find this ms, but discovered that neither the

ms (gidli Filopos) nor Filopos’s Church is to be found in Amhara Sayant. Rather, the ms is actually found in Siwa.
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19" century A.D., based on its calligraphy.”® — Scribe: Wildi

Syl My

N S
b i € : . . 1

T sran S I Mikael. — Special features: A round stamp bearing the name
et o 0 s VAR
:n.#;-iﬂg:o-sn.:d I?S‘.'?;"-'\"-{““
B A 2 4 A . . . . .
SERADR AL e o LAY ‘Church of Filopos’ appears on many folios in the gidl. At the
-rzwt."’-—!!"\' K 01K WY pg
POATAN RO A ET @ oy
CMOOAGCLUS@N & LY ohddegy
G PR OLR Vs e pkofee
AL wmAtiucs AT AR e LTy,
st wmhom QU Fueativam
: BROYRNG Oy,

end of the text there appears the ‘translation of the relics of

Abund Filopos’, attached to the gidl; someone mistakenly

s-\-i-:'n?am U NARF NS
Smbewaat eSS | wrote here in red color “Th9°4 Al 4020 ‘the miracles

of Abuni Filopos’, which is completely wrong.

Colophon:

(Hewy AP0 NIFOLE(sic) Goo-t 9°Mét LET 0T ARLALT VA A.Am- @ NC
%ot NG00t M1 A0D A0 hét Yoot G NAPA: N PFRo-9° oA L 71Ce9°
To-:: ANND T Yoot 4N LY RTHLPC T AT ::

In 196() in the time [year] of Luke,”* at the time when Déggazma¢ Tdsdmma gave 30 birr to
all parishes, saying, ‘Every year in the month of Néhase (August) [pray for me] the prayers

of absolution for fourteen years.” His [spiritual] name is Waldd Maryam. For fourteen years

this word must not be omitted.

% Manuscript material belonging to the same period can be divided into securely dated manuscripts and undated
manuscripts to which an approximate date may be assigned. In order to construct a palaeographical schema, it is
necessary to have a foundation of firmly dated manuscripts (Uhlig, 1990, 19).

% In Church tradition, in every cycle of four years, each year is given the name of one of the four Gospels (Matthew,

Mark, Luke, and John) respectively.
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4.6 Dibri Libanos 'L' (EMML 6771)°°

DL LA G el '

@R NAC LY
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APFLERLANE

T hhavt kg pa
WML YD ey
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P A DAk G AN
B0 0 0eh VA
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POVE% W A CoAY
L RABAY AW AY-0RT
PR L a0 e
d=Nevy) - ag A
Ny ARIL@EN At

WAoo helie@Eal 5

Lwflh nan-: % A3 b wd
(G EY Y T

LI AAG
+ ML ey

M PELEITRARAN

HRAD @ N A sy
PURALORAAPY
[SURE AT

Property: Dibri Libanos, Siwa province and Silale district. —
Columns: two. — Language: Go'oz. — Size: 24 x 20 cm. —
Folios: 88. — No. of lines: 20-23. — Material: Vellum. —
Binding: Wooden boards covered with stamped leather. —

Date: 19" century A.D.”® — Scribe: Losani Giyorgis. — Special

feature: Round stamp at fol. 3*

4.7 Mitaq Tikli Haymanot 'M' (EMML 2142), 19" C

P L LSt
4-1.;-"' LY SR
CED DR
e S
e WY T
PO £ AINERAw

L MR ARTCAAN
EAE-COBC: nan: k.

W E R8P
Phet A RAE A NWNEY
At v a0 wn
LRt T b otk BL PR S 23 2
T AR 0Dy e
ATV N KD AAR
ME s AR D1 YE,
EORANEDS G T

Place: IES, Gadld Filopos is from (fol. 30v*-98r%)"".

Property: Mitaq Tikli Haymanot, Siwa province and
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Ankobir district. — Columns: two. — Language: Ga’az.
— Size: 25.5 x 21.5 cm. — Folios: 98. — No. of lines:

23 to 27. — Material: Vellum. — Binding: Wooden

CP P nanYE NN am-:dinao:-ya &

SRULIIESS, Atarmaniil i — .
| oemniaay  CN IR boards covered with stamped leather. Date: 19
] WA T
NGNS G aan oy, W Lk Cadp

century A.D. — Scribe: Wildd Iydsus. — Special

features: Folios 34v%, 352, 361°, 66v2, 72v%, 74v%, 74v°, 751%, 751°, 79v%, 79v°, 80r°, 80r° have

been ripped and the two pieces have been sewed back together (with needle and thread).

% Attached to the Gidl in EMML 6771 there is the story of the translation of Filapos’s relics to Dabra Libanos (fol.
77r—87v) which took place some 100 years after Filopos’s death, when ase Eskondor gave his permission to abbot
Mirha Krastos. This “translation” text, commissioned by d¢¢4ge Petros (1496-1523), is preceded by a summary of
Filopos’s life with details absent in the published version of the Gidl (Getatchew Haile 1990:75f.; Cerulli
1943:234ft.). This manuscript EMML 6771 is found in the National Archives and Library Agency (NALA) of
Ethiopia.
% Regarding the date, the cataloger of EMML 6771 says that it was written in the 19™ century; Steven Kaplan, in
Ede, vol, 2 p. 538 says that it was written in the 16™ century, which is certainly wrong. Probably the confusion is
owed to the fact that the last quire of the manuscript is actually 15™-16" cent. old, but the rest of the manuscript,
containing the GF, is certainly 19" cent. old.
°7 The cataloger did not give a title for the first 30 folios. But just before the GF begins, it says, ...29°hd7:
h%20: (A t: Allr: “rF: “7C 297, ... At that time may He [God] show mercy upon us regarding Abuni
Habtd Maryam.” This implies that the first 30 folios were devoted to Gédld Abund Habtd Maryam.
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Folios 32v°, 33r%, 41v°, 421%, 51v?, 52°, 70v?, 70v°, 71ra, 71r°, 71v°, 721%, 72v%, 73r°, 78v",
79r%, 931°, 93v*, 94r°, 95v°, 961° are pierced (with small holes).” Sometimes the mark for full

stop appears, not in the usual form (::), but in the form of seven dots (:3%).

At the end of the text it says:

AACrProol: Wl oo WG oot AP0 T Goog: @& déoT
NEo%: Goot: 9°nit: NavPOHN: T2 S0P HEAICP: 1N avhdbd: @330 AO:
NG A2 20: OHI°LTY: 8N AN ShIN: he: ANl AAGD NH-T17 ®an Lht9°:

@158 OAN: ANT7 19T AGhoD: GAI°: WD

This book was interpreted and discovered after many years, and it was written in 77, Year of Grace,”

in the reign of our king Yoshaq,'™ named (spiritual) Gabrd Misqdl, and our bishop Abba
Bértilomewos and of the [abbot of] the monastery of Déabrd Asbo, Yohannes Kidma, the father of
many old people and the father of orphans and poor people, and the father of many souls, forever and

ever, Amen.

4.8 Vatican Library <V’

Shelf mark: VatCerAeth 167 (Gédla Filopos and Anorewos). — Property: It was the property

of Débrd Libanos monastery and the researcher has found at Vatican Library. — Columns:
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two. — Language: Go’oz. — Size: 23 c¢.m x 19.5 c.m — Folios:
142 (ff. 3r-74v Gédla Filopos) — No. of lines: 23 to 27. — Date:
16"™ cent. — Material: Parchment — Special character: At the
beginning of the text we read, a&°-l:: @0dh-l:: PvA-: 9°NA:

G4 GPL (Let the prayer and blessing be with his beloved

% This may have been due to an improper slaughtering of the animals.

% Daniel (2006 E.C., 187) says, ‘77 years means: Abuni Sdlama, the translator, came in 1340 E.C.; the Ethiopian
Christians used this year as a basis for calendric measurement; therefore 1340 +77= 1417, therefore this giddl was
written in the 15™ century.’
1% The reign of kingYashaq was from 1407 to 1423 E.C.

""" Enrico Cerulli, Inventario dei manoscritti Cerulli Etiopici, ed by O. Raineri, Roma 2004, p.119.
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Na‘od). And at the end it says @-I1Cleov: Wik ovZhG: hh: AI°AAT 04-A:
OAANT: PNm: OCTLAT: OAXCO: AA: AovdN: P40 oAk (AAT:
A0 (sic) NA.LTLT°9°::This book did not translate from the language of Arabic, Coptic,

Romance and Greek but [it translated] from the Holy Spirit by the toungue of fire that can not

translate. (f. 73r) — Scribe: Wildéd Yohanns.
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CHAPTER FIVE
CONTENT, CONTEXT, PHILOLOGICAL AND LINGUSTIC FEATURES OF THE
GADL

S.1Philology as textual analysis
Philology can be defined as the science of establishing primary sources, i.e texts, before they can
be utilized by the historian, the linguist, or other specialists.'”* In many cases, by ‘Philology’ is
meant ‘Textual Criticism.”'® The aim of textual criticism is to provide a solid ground for the
written sources exploited by historians and linguists. The aim of the textual criticism does not
consist in reconstructing the ‘original’ form of a text in a definitive way; rather, the editor tries to
get closer and closer to the ‘original’ form, according to the conditions of the textual tradition.
What he eventually produces is a working hypothesis.'®* The literary contributions of GF can be

examined through the philological method of textual analysis.

5.1.1. General Information on the Contents of the Gidl
Géadla Filopos was written in the 15 century by Yohannos Kima.'” The text contains various
important historical and religious facts. A dialogue between the young Filopos and his teacher
about the Trinity, Christology, Incarnation, Mariology and God’s creations is included in the text.
An episode in the fight against paganism is described as part of his childhood. Later, the ascetic

life of Abba Filopos in Débrd Asbo for 28 years is also related.

The text also discusses the conflict between Abuné Filopos and the two kings, Amdé Sayon and his
successor Sdyfi Ar‘od, with regard to unlawful marriage,'”® polygamy and the celebration of

Nativity (Génna). GF also talks about the evangelical missions of Abuné Filopos to many parts of

192 Cf. Marrassini, 2008, 4.

'%Cf. Bausi, 2006, 532-541.

1% Lusini (unpublished notes)

1% During the reign of ase Yoshaq (1407-1423 E.C.).

1% Cf. sec 144. AQaw: hwo-a-Nh: NAA-A: Allh:: You have married your father’s wife.’
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the country, along with his disciples and with Abund Ya‘qob. The text records the miracles
performed by Abuné Filopos. At the end of his life, after many persecutions and exile, God made a

covenant with Abuni Filopos, whose details are recorded in the gidl.

5.1.1.1 Miracles (td’ammrat)

Ta’ammor is the plural form of Go’oz ti’ammrat meaning ‘sign, indication’ (derived from the
verb ammadrd, ‘to show, indicate’). In its broad sense, it refers to any sign, note, indication or
conspicuous feature (cp. Amharic malakkat); in the religious sense, it refers to a phenomenon
appearing as a prodigy or omen, indicating the presence or intervention of divine power. It
further denotes a happening considered by the beholders as logically inexplicable, violating or
reversing the natural course of things (i.e. a miracle) Denis Nosnitsin, 2010. ‘Td’ammaor’ in EA4e,
vol. 4, p.787.

Similarly Taddesse says ‘Another section of the giddl consists of the story of the astonishing
miracles attributed to the saint. A miracle is an event, apparently transcending human powers and
the laws of nature that is attributed to divine intervention or to supernatural forces. Much
attention has been given to miracles in Christianity. These miracles are of two types: those
accomplished in the lifetime of the saint and those achieved posthumously. The first type is
naturally the more important since it transmits traditions of the saint’s influence within the
historical context of the period of his own life. And the second type is an endless affair, a
compilation of all available traditions about his posthumous miracles which were open to
continues re-edition every time a new manuscript copy of the giddl was made.’ (Taddesse, 1970,

75).

In fact, all the Vitae of Ethiopian saints are expected to contain miraculous accounts which, along

with the kidan, were considered the main proof of the saint’s sanctity and the main reasons to
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venerate and adore him. In many (but not in all) cases, the Vitae were extended by the
descriptions of wondrous events which happened after the death of the saint, due to his
miraculous intervention. In a few cases they took place when the saint was still alive (for
St.Yared, Conti Rossini 1904: 30f.; several such miracles for Marha Krastos, Kur, 1972), but
normally all the miracles are posthumous. In the vitae, each account is preceded by an
introductory formula, e.g., -Th9°éU<: AA(Y[...] Abel: oldhl: PUA: I°0AY
(td’ammorihu ld’abund [...] Sdlotu wdbdrdkdtu ydhallu maslend (‘The miracles of our father
[...] May his prayer and blessing be with us’). In some cases td’ammaor-series count many dozens
of stories (Tdkla Haymanot); in a few cases, the Vitae are absent, and only the series are
available (Alaniqos, Zara‘a Buruk). Denis Nosnitsin, 2010. ‘Td’ammor’ in E4e, vol. 4, p.787. AF
performed his miracles before his death. In most hagiographies the miracles of that saint are
found at the end of the vita, but in the vita of AF, the miracles are found in different sections.
According to the edited text of GF, from section [§] 126 -127 tells about hard times, §128-129
about a little salt, §164-170 about a widow, § 170-173 about a certain widow who bred hens, §
176-181 about the governor of the land of Tdmben, § 213-220 about a pagan who did not believe
in Christ, § 223 about a brigand.

5.1.1.2 Covenant (Kidan)

According to Taddesse, A covenant or kidan is another part of a gidl. It is a kind of formal pact
between God and the saint, in which God promises the saint usually on his death that his
monastic achievements on earth will be repaid in heaven; that he has been given powers to
intercede on behalf of all sinners who prayed to God and gave alms to the poor in his name; that
his monastery has been made holy ground and that whoever made a pilgrimage to it and whoever
made land grants or any other donations to it would go straight to heaven on his death; and that

God has given the souls of all the inhabitants in and around the monastery into the custody of the
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saint and that everything within the sphere of influence of his monastery will be under his special

protection. Thus, this section of the giddl was most important for the life of the monastery since it

legitimized the the sanctity of its patron saints and defined the territorial limits of its monastic

sphere of influence ((Taddesse, 1970, 74). GF says, ‘After all combat, struggles, and contending;

the Lord made his covenant with abun Filopos.”'"’

AT Alah: AGRCP: A10-0: &LAZN: WAz A0 09°7400: onLqTh
@017 TR d: ah: NPaov: ©CP: “10: 99°L: ANCY7: (AL
AT eLT:: OA7TH: AM: At: ALAEN: PA: HALDO: WA HThovy:
Naasth ol10d: -Fnach: W07 oloooPdHt: o0P-CO7: oHAONTP:
AP0: 18 REC: hov: OA-l: -FNACH: (A7F: A9°h: AT: AONP: 00T
wqe: (1949° hS0:: oA HEAMG: olPRhG: ovkdé.: 1LAD:
Horaqk: w177-Eh: HT01~70: (ATEAP: ORT: AZAE: O°: “il: 09°L:
NCY7: NALEAAY° A1 PP T: 9°0A: uw-deov-: 5070 0N 70 T:0%0a0v:
G09°: A7z

O my beloved blessed Filopos, I say to you truly, “All your hardship, tribulations, exile,
and patience have been recorded for you in gold ink on pillars of light in the heavenly
Jerusalem.” Because of this I, Jesus, speak a word which does not deceive: Whoever
believes in your prayers and performs your commemoration with incense, sacrifice, and
offerings, and whoever gives a goblet of cold water to drink on the day of your
remembrance in your name, I will give him a good reward in the new [coming] world. And
for the one who writes or causes to write the book of your combat [saintly life] which is
your suffering and which you endured for me, I will write his name on a pillar of light in

the heavenly Jerusalem with all my saints and martyrs forever and ever, Amen.

5.1.2 Textual value of GF

The researcher has already mentioned Go’oz hagiographies as the largest group of sources for

medieval Ethiopian history. This is of course true for Gidla Filopos in particular.

7 See [248]
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5.1.3 Historical Aspects
In Ethiopia, even if the inhabitants worshiped the truly God, in some of regions they were ardent
worshippers of nature, namely trees, the sea, idols and the like. This was true for Abuné Filopos’

198 the inhabitants of which

birthplace; he was born in Zoma region at a place called Lit,
worshipped stones and lakes. The Aksumite period gave way to the Zagwe Dynasty which
established a new capital at Lalibela, before giving way to the Solomonic Dynasty in the 130
century. During the Zagwe dynasty, the Ethiopian kings kept their clarity and piety: for this
reason the Ethiopia Orthodox Church called them Saints. Churches are consecrated in their name.
One of the best examples of these kings is that they married only one wife; they kept the words
of the Lord. After the Zagwe dynasty ended, and the Solomonic Dynasty began this holiness
reduced, and the kings married more than one wife. One of them is King Amdi Soyon. He

married his father’s wife, but AF opposed him. He did not want to accept AF’s advice, rather he

tortured him and wandered from place to place; this is one historical aspect in the 14™ century.

Before the coming of Bishop Ya‘oqob, evangelization in Ethiopia had come to a standstill,
because many places that were conquered by Amda Soyon had reverted to paganism. At the time
of Ya‘aqob’s coming, Amdi Sayon was at the zenith of his political power. Drawing upon Amdi
Soyon’s support and the assistance of Abund Filopos, Ya‘oqob drew up plans for systematic
missionary work in the southern region of Ethiopia. This marked the restoration of

evangelization in Ethiopian Church history.

Another historical aspect of GF has to do with the topography of contemporary place names.
Many ancient names of places are recorded in the GF; however, some are difficult to identify

today. Regarding this Huntingford (1965, 30) says: ‘It may be said that place names in Ethiopia

1% According to Huntingford (1965, 31) Lit was near Lake Asinge.
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have undergone relatively little change in the course of time, much less in fact than most English
place-names. Many have disappeared, leaving no trace, especially in the areas occupied by the

Oromo since the middle of the sixteenth century, where earlier names have been replaced by

109

Oromo names.” Some ancient place names are recorded in GF ™ as follows:

oLMLAcov-:  Ahovrl: WG Ritovq:  lwfov: AQAlhChov: @lOLP:
ALl AP: Twé: A%A: (lnov: LO%: hAPCPT: Wae: AVké-T: 249°: A-l:
Twé: NEN:: A%%1: Ut9°ov: Ahovpl: @lAPov: aoIPYLT: ARLTL: VLI
049 F:: OAATLPN: N@éA:: ARCNLOH: MOF:: @AY 16.mIC: AT :
NASCOT: oA AChtfn 0C0:: AJLPN NZAATN:: oAhAk: ATEPN:
A9PeLt: olo?4%:: Ato-amh: 0777170 : ©AChH7T0 NDAAT:: OACHELLN:
NeovCeh: bk

And he said to those priests, ‘You, be assigned each to your own region, and divide the land of

Sewa into twelve parts [dioceses], just as the apostles divided all the lands of the world into twelve

parts.” And then he assigned and appointed them as teachers; he assigned Adhani''® in Damot,'"!

6

Anorewos''? in Wirib,'"® Iyosyas''* in Wij (Wigg),'” Matyan''® in Fitigar,''” Yosef''® in

123

119 g 120 & ymoopes 121 122 . v 124 . -
dnarat, ~ Gabrd Krastos = in Ddmbi, = Tadewos “ in Salalas, = the other Anorewos " in Moriét

127 129

and Wigda,'”® Qéwastos in Mahagol,'*® Yohannos in Kol’at,'” Mirqorewos'?® in Mirhabete.

19 Cf. section 100.

"% Adhani was a disciple of St. Tikld Haymanot. He was appointed Noburi-od of Damot by the Egyptian bishop

Ya‘aqob (1337-44) who lived in the reign of Amda Soyon I (1314-44); Ya‘aqob also appointed eleven other monks

to different districts, including Filopos, who was chosen d¢¢dge of Dabra Libanos and ordained episqopos (Kinefe-

Rigb 1975, 61).

ML Cf sec 1.1, note 16.

"2 Anorewos the elder was a senior disciple of Takld Haymanot. He was appointed Noburi-od of Wirib by bishop

Ya‘aqob (1337-44). He founded the monastery of Déabrd Sogaga. Traditions attribute to him evangelical activities in

Hnarya. He was exiled in Wilédqa, Zéngo and Lake Zoway, and he was once flogged by king Amda Soyon (Kinefe-

Rigb 1975, 63-64). See also (Conti Rossini, 1905, p.110).

" Huntingford (1965, 18) says, ‘Arab appears to be an area in Séwa later called Wirab.” Wirab and Sigaja (Sigaga)

were in the district of Indédgibtan (Taddesse Tamrat, 1972, 177, note 8). See also gadld Abund Anorewos, EMML

6799.

" Iyosyas was one of Abuni Takla Haymanot’s apostles, who served his teacher very well (Sargow 1972, 44)

"> Wij (Wagg) ‘was between the Hawas River and Lake Zoway’ (Huntingford, 1965, 17); ‘Wij appears to have

been the area immediately to the south of the headwaters of the Awash, and west of its upper course, including the

northern part of Gurage land’ (Taddesse 1972, 177, note 10).

"1® Matyan; the Dima manuscript calls him ‘Maton’. According to Gédl4 Zena Marqos his father’s name was Yonas

(Giadla Zena Marqos, f. 5; see also Giddld Tadewos, EMML 6679).

"7 “This area was immediately south of Silalish on the plateau. ... It included what are today the districts of Minjar,

Shénkora and Ada’ (Taddesse 1972, 176, note 5). See also Gadla Qawastos, ff. 4-5.

"8 Yosef was one of the first disciples of Tékld Haymanot (EMML 2782, fol. 10).

"9 “Inar’it and Inarya seem interchangeable. The upper course of the great Gibe is still called Gibe Inarta. A

kingdom of Inarya apparently existed immediately to the north of what would later be the famous kingdom of Kéfa.
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5.1.4 Administrative and Cultural aspects
Chaillot (2002, 17) says ‘The Ethiopian Orthodox Tdwahodo Church is one of the most ancient
Churches, founded in the 4th century, after the consecration of its first Bishop by saint
Athanasius of Alexandria.” From the time saint Athanasius ordained Frumentius as the first
bishop of Ethiopia in the 4th century, a connection was made with the church of Alexandria
endured a split between the partisans of the council, and the oriental churches, among them the
Coptic Orthodox Church and its faithful in egypt, and the Ethiopians. During 10th and 11th cen,
for more than hundred and fifty years, no bishop was sent from Egypt. The Coptic Abund was
largely responsible for ordinations and theological issues. The abbot or hegumen of the
monastery of Ddbrd Libanos in Shoa, called accdge, was responsible for administration and the

properties of the Church.'*

Inarya is the area where Motdlami, the legendary king of Damot, is said to have withdrawn on being conquered by
Yokunno-’Amlak’ (Taddesse 1972, 176-77, note 11). According to Lodédtd Abaw, this place extended from Quca to
Mec¢a (EMML 7346, f. 33r). Quca is now in Wilayta.

120 Giibri Krastos was the one of the first disciples of Tikld Haymanot.

2! 1 oditd abdw says that ‘Dambi’ is in Amhara Tabor. In contrast Sorgow says it might be around Gurage zone
(Ya-Amarofia Mizgébé qalat, vol, 12, p.37).

22 Tadewos of Solalo§ was a relative and disciple of Takli Haymanot (Kinefe-Rigb, 1975, 91; Gidld Abuni
Tadewos, EMML, 6679).

' Solalo§ was a district on the eastern edge of the Sdwan plateau, at a place today known as Etisa. It is the birth
place of Abuna Takld Haymanot (Taddesse, 1975, p. 157).

124 Anorewos the younger was a disciple of Zena Markos; his appellation ‘the younger’ is derived from his gddl. He
was appointed Noburd-ad of Morat by Bishop Ya‘aqob (1337-44) to help the propagation of the Christian faith.
Today he is commemorated only at Wagda, 185 km. north of Addis Ababa. He lived in the reigns of Amda Soyon
and Sdyfa Ar‘ad (Kinefe-Rigb 1975, 64, no. 18).

125 'Wiigda is still the name of the edge of the plateau overlooking the precipitous districts of Tégulit to the north,
and Morit to the South. Morét borders on Insaro to the south, and the river Addabay to the west’ (Taddesse 1972,
p.176, note 6).

120 Qawaostos of Mahagal was a relative and disciple of Abuni Tikld Haymanot. He was one of his twelve disciples,
with whom Bishop Yaa‘qob (1337-44) made a program of vast evangelization in Ethiopia. (Kinefe-Rigb, 1975, 87,
n0.127). See also, Gadla Qawastos (EMML, 4490). ‘Sdrmat was also his district. ... Sdrmat seems to be an ancient
name for what is today the central part of Bulga’ (Taddesse 1972, 176, note 3).

27 Kil’at ‘is often mentioned together with Sdrmat, with which it apparently had common frontiers’ (Taddesse,
1972, 176, note 2).

128 Mirqorewos was a disciple of Abuni Tékld Haymanot (EMML, 2782, fol.110).

129 “Marhabite is still the name of the district between the rivers Wanchit and Addabay before they join to form the
Jama in Déra’ (Taddesse, 1972, 176, note 7).

130 Chaillot, 2002, p. 38
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Even if the accdge was responsible for administration, some kings interfered in it. One of the
religious clashes between AF and King Sdyfa Ar‘ad had the aspect of administrative invoivement
as well. The king said that “We should celebrate the birth date of our Lord Jesus Christ on two
days); Tahsa§ (December) 28 and 29’ (January 6/7). AF opposed this and said ‘It should be
celebrated only on Tah$as 29, because Jesus Christ was not born on two days’."*! This incident
shows clearly how religious affairs interfered in administration in the medieval history of

Ethiopia, and vice versa. The king had the power to dominate the Church administration,

including the community of Dabra Libanos.

According to the gidl, AF does not seem to have been favourably treated by the community of
Débrd Libanos. They accepted him only through the intervention of Abunad Tékld Haymanot.
They refused to accept him as their abbot when they saw that he was not on good terms with king
Sayfd Ar‘od; they even refused to let him stay in Débrd Libanos. It is very likely that the

community were opposed to his succession to the abbot’s chair.

5.1.5 Religious Aspect
Gadla Filapos not only presents the life of Filopos but also has theological facts. The nucleus of
Christian theology is the existence of God and His creations. The dialogue between Filopos and
his teacher about the existence of God, Creation, Trinity, Christology, Mariology and
Pneumatology is recorded at the beginning of the text. Regarding the existence of God GF says,

0900: LMA°: h27: MG ohl: AMANDC: ©%ov: LmCP: (WLt
UAe: @AY hLL: oo h:: oLOLN: oo9°Ys: A TG Wt “109°d-t:

3! This controversy still continues today. Once every four years the intercalary month of Pagume is six days long,

not five as usual. Normally the Nativity is celebrated on the 29™ of Tahsas. When Pagume is six days long, some
people orally say the Nativity should be on the 28" of Tahsas; others say it should always be on the 29™ of Tahsas,
because the date of other feasts does not change because of Pagume.
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And again the child said to him, ‘Is God a creator or was He created? Where is He, and where
did He come from?’ And the teacher said to him, ‘Do not investigate this deepest thing. It is

not that anyone created Him or made Him. But He Himself created everything that is in

heaven and that is in the earth, what is visible and what is invisible.'*

GF also discusses the Trinity. According to Christian belief, the Holy Trinity is three in name, in
person (Akal), and in deed, and one in essence, in divinity, in existence and in will. Three in
name: Father, Son and Holy Spirit: Three in deed: the Father is the begetter, the Son is begotten
and the Holy Spirit is the one who proceeds from the Father. Three in Person: the Father has a
perfect person, the Son has a perfect person and the Holy Spirit has a perfect person.'** From GF

we have the following witness. Filopos’ teacher says to the boy:

All: LAPC: OAL: LPNC: wowFé: P&N: LEAI:: All: LOACH: OAL:
LACHh: @ov7én: PS0: LACH:: Al: LhNN: OAL: LhNN: @ov}é.:
PG0N: LhHNH:: All: LI°HC: OAL: LUIA: o7dN: P40N: LNS:: Adl:
M0 oAL: 100 o0 PS0: 100 0hd: LA w17 wANEP o
b Aoopl: @av: GAN}: HHHAPov-:: @l 0LA°: wANLk: M34-LPov-: mb:
PPANGTYov: @b: VARPov: RTH: LAPhSG: (ovdbl: LULAN: (hhAT:
ALavw-l::  OA LNOS: hANov: Pl OATFRT: OA AR RN
Ao :Pov-: AAQ: hov: A U0A@.: O”AAN: hoo: 1P Phe::

The Father creates, the Son performs and the Holy Spirit completes. The Father blesses, the Son
blesses and the Holy Spirit blesses. The father commands, the Son commands and the Holy
Spirit commands."** The Father has compassion, the Son forgives and the Holy Spirit absolves.

The Father is rational, the Son is rational and the Holy Spirit is rational.”*> And again the child

B2 Cf. sec. 14

¥ EOTC Holy Synod, 1988E.C., pp. 24-25

3 This teaching is found in the anaphora of St. Mary: The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit think (thought like

this: Let us create the world). The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit speak (He spoke and it was done, Ps 33:9)

(The Liturgy of the Ethiopian Church, 1999, 78).

3This teaching is similar to the composition of Abba Heryacos. He was an Egyptian ecclesiastic who was a bishop

of the province of Behnesa in Upper Egypt. The composition is found in the anaphora of our Lady, mother of God.

‘The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit examine, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit judge, the Father, the Son

and the Holy Spirit grant grace, the Father, the son and the Holy Spirit encourage, The Father, the son and the Holy
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said to him ‘The three, are they one or distinct (separated) one from the other?’ He [his teacher]
said to him, ‘Three in persons, one in dominion and one in existence; they are one in divinity
but three in persons. They do not die and are not abrogated, they have no beginning and no

ending, and their years are innumerable. There was never a time when they did not exist and

there was never a time when they were absent.”'*°

They are called One God but not three gods.'*’” The creation of the world is another religious
aspect of GF. The child Filopos asked his teacher, ‘O father, who created all that I see: the sun,
the moon, the stars, heaven, the earth, the mountains, the hill, the sea, the river, mankind and
animals?’"*® The teacher answered and said, ‘O my child, you speak well. For all that you said to

me, God created from nothing, [who is] one God, one His Son and one the Paraclete Holy Spirit’.

5.2 Biblical Allusions and Other References

5.2.1 Biblical Allusions
The only source for our knowledge of God is God’s self-revelation to man. According to
Christian belief, this revelation of God is contained in the Holy Scripture or Holy Bible. The
Ethiopian Orthodox Church has 46 books of the Old Testament and 35 books of the New
Testament, bringing the total of canonized books of the Bible to 81. When Filopos was young he
learned many theological teachings from the mouth of his teacher; thus it is not surprising that in
his spech many times he used biblical references. The researcher has collected about seventy-five
biblical quotes from Filopos’ gédl; therefore the researcher would like to say that the citations
found in hagiographies in general are mostly from the Holy Bible. The biblical references are

cited in the translation part.

Spirit purify, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit give authority, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
complete.’ ( The Liturgy of Ethiopian church, translated by Marcos, 1999, page 78)
136

Cf. sec 12.
'37A human being has three things; a heart (to think), a word (to speak) and a spirit (to breathe). But this doesn’t
mean three persons. Faith of the Fathers Ch. 24 part 4 Verse 4.
¥ These kinds of questions had been raised earlier by Abraham and Moses the black.
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5.2.2 Inter textuality of Gidla Filopos
The word of God is not contained in the Bible alone; it is also found in tradition. The EOTC
accepts both Bible and tradition. Other canonical, historical and theological books are of great
importance in the building of the social and spiritual life of the people. Abuni Filopos not only
learned Bible but he also knew the doctrine, canon and order of the church; this is clear because,
during his discussions with the two kings and other people, he quoted other canonical books as
references. This is true not only for AF himself but also for the author of the gédl, as is clear
from the text of the géddl in numerous places. The researcher has searched for non-Biblical

139
1.

sources cited or referred to in the gid There are many; they include: The book of

Synaxarium'® (@0& chd.: A7NAC), the Homily of Angel Gabriel'*! (£CAY 1NCHA), the
book of Liturgy'* (#n& chd. ¥40), the book of the Contending of Tikld Haymanot (1€ A
+ha 1L79F)," the Synod of the Apostles (in the first century)'**, the book of Didiache

(Didascalia)'®® (@& chd. 2.LAPANL), Abtolis'*® (AN1PA.N), the Law of the Kings (4% eh

13 The similarity is not word by word, but in concept.
140 Cf. sec 51. Synaxarium or synexarion, pl, synaxaria , Latin: synaxarium; the name given in the oriental Orthodox
Church. It is the list of saints arranged in the order of their anniversaries or the summary of the life of saints and
martyrs, and a calendar of their particular feasts, over the twelve months of the year. The synaxarion became the
collection of lives of saints and accounts of events whose memory is kept, www.definitions.net/synaxarium.
10/06/2017
141 Cf. sec 8, note 149.
"2 Cf. sec 12.The Ethiopian Church has fourteen liturgical books (called anaphoras) for the divine service, namely
The Anaphora of the apostles, The Anaphora of the Lord, The Anaphora of John, son of Thunder, The Anaphora of
the St. Mary, The Anaphora of St. Athanasius, The Anaphora of St. Basil, The Anaphora of St. Gregory I (Nyssa),
The Anaphora of three hundred, The Anaphora of St. Epiphanius, The Anaphora of St. John Chrysostom, The
Anaphora of St. Cyril, The Anaphora of St. Jacob of Serugh, The Anaphora of St. Dioscorus and The Anaphora of
St. Gregory II (The wonder worker).
' Cf. sec 71
'** The synod was held in Jerusalem in 50 A.D. (Ac 15:2).
5 Cf. sec 139, note, 232. The Didascalia is a discourse on Church life and society that was well known in the
Christian Church; it was originally composed in Greek, probably in the middle of the third century. The whole work
was afterwards, somewhere in the fourth century, incorporated in the Apostolic Constitutions. It has Latin, Arabic
and Syriac versions, which differ among themselves and from the Ethiopic version with regard to the subject matter.
The Ethiopia Didascalia contains the first seven books of the Apostolic Constitutions and it represents a form
intermediate between the shorter Syriac Didascalia and the complete work of Apostolic Constitutions. Briefly, the
contents of the document are: Questions of morality, the duty of studying the Scriptures and observance of the
Commandments, mutual duties of husband and wife, offices and duties of Christian ministers; the duties of widows;
the method of baptism, laymen not to baptize; vows of virginity; the duties of the faithful towards the martyrs;
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71271)," the book of Dogg“a (@p& ché. £:4),'"*® the book of the Prayer of St. Mary'*’
(@pZhé. Abed ARDINATY “ICLI°: PA% 1ATT), the book of the Fathers'™ (1.6795 1

Alw-), the book of the Covenant'”' (@& chd. h.57).

5.3 Summary of polygenetic errors
Of the many differences between the manuscripts, some (conjunctive errors) are of major
importance in reconstructing the history of the text while others (polygenetic errors) are
relatively trivial. All errors, including polygenetic errors, are shown in the critical apparatus; here
some types of common errors (mostly polygenetic errors) will be summarized. It is known that
polygenetic errors, which can be commited easily, are frequent; they can appear independently in
several witnesses. These include transposition, banalization, etc. The following table shows these

features as attested in the mss of GF.

5.3.1 Transposition A copying error in which there is a reversal or alteration of the position or

order of words or phrases in GF.

§ Section Reconstructed text Transposition Family/ms/mss
4 hPl: WiePL H74.PL: hRL D
9 +7710: o0 T00: @171 p
11 A0AU-: v 78.0: P50 av’rdN: P50 A0AD- M
13 AL TN05: oA LoTd.0m AL Teé.am: oA L0105 B
14 A Wt W7r: Al H
15 wawov-: ACYS T NCYGT: oo ov- \4
15 Nov: AKRAT: hANVE AANE: hoo: ARAT \
16 1: ALLTOC: AMANWC: | AMMANWC: "1 A LTIC: |V

observance of Nativity, Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week and the method of calculating the date of Easter; warning
against heresy; respect to be shown to the faithful departed; prayers to be used on specified and unspecified
occasions.

45 Cf. sec 82.

47 Cf. sec 74.

8 Cf. sec. 110

9 Cf. sec 45.

%0 Cf. 233, note 325

Pl CE. sec. 193.

48




17 UtA: ohaC Na.CC: oA B
20 o010: NAQ, NAO: o0-H( EMV
24 OA: /7AN: ~A0: QA B
24 o-hl: 7L, T C:m-hol: HV
26 HA 107 : UA: oo7d.0: Ut oo7d.0: bS50 VM
+ 5.0 HA 107

31 7h-01; MAYA NAA: 7h-0 Y
34 NHHP oo (1chAC NhaC: ANNP av- v
36 o-kA-l:: Q7 ovNoo- ovov-: m-i-l:: QY7 vV
37 Qh: P80: oP5N: A E
37 ha-~h: A9°04: A0 : hao-/7h \Y
37 AMANWC: “1LA: ®AT70 | “1LA: ®A70: AN A(DhC \%
40 LING: Moo\ Mavi\: L0 B
40 LOA: AI°0OA A9QOAN: LOA M
40 AAav: Pwa.y: P10 Ahav: P1AYL: oPwd.y, M
41 V1724 187 1L 124 o
42 hov-: (10P-1- nne-1: hovo- \%
44 a9\t : ohA T NLAT: @91 Y
46 AOCH: 110 A17o: 10Ch, \
49 A0(.L: mA7h-N: A7h-0: oA00.L MV
50 +5.0: N71: 1l W7t 1Mé: 50 \Y
53 LAAR: ATH: PLPCHP: PCLPCP: Ril: LAAA L
53 +¢5-0: Ally-: A-Y+: PS50 y
56 Gav: P50 +850: Tav MV
61 aAPSn: ve ve: AdPSN M
63 chet:: AQDe AN bl \Y%
65 PPI: A7H: LA ATH: LAA: PPI° \%
66 HeAI°(C: AI° T AT HPAYPCE B
66 ANA: A0 AN AhA Y
66 afld.NTE oCOl: COl: oovfd.AN\1 B
67 ALl 7P T h O Vv
74 OANT74.0: 27200 20N OO T74.04 YV
74 AlFT: FAd: Y2719 F: 407 | 4 10'L: AlFT: FAA:Y LTI A%
75 An0: “1: TAPON: 10: TAPON: A A%
86 00.P: 7.: 4 00.¢ Y
90 T1OC: hoo nav: 10C HMV
91 TNC: Ph0P PhNP: 1OC v
94 To-AL: HeovR h HeooX h: @A L A/
94 A540-1: AQ: D A0: D R34 A%
103 NH1: 7P¢ TPe: AW L
104 nom7: oNECA7 neCaz: odomsz L
119 T BA00 A0 @710 LV

49




119 A9° 7 Th(l, Th(.: A7 T Y
122 AANN: Pl +m7t: AAON \Y%
134 A1 NPT ARO: | AAQN LA 11817 B
134 Hn?: s $AP: vl TAR: N M
136 NG T 7709047 MOI°LT: ST yM
142 APGCYT: AaT ANT: AP°CY T B
142 00Y: AaP OAN?: O0Y Y
143 ALPY-: Ll Lt ARPY- D
144 A7 AN aoCYT a9l 9°A0: h7V T \Y%
148 T0CG: hovl: Nov:T0CS \%
154 97450, 01 @avPwat Wt 97450, 0T \%
155 All-nov-: QL7 AL A7 All-fov- M
174 wlL: A7 &LAAN: Hl7: LAAN: 0l \Y
175 OAMANLCYL: LOAI°P: LA9°2: AMM.ANhC \Y%
177 1LV AAD: aAn: 1LY~ \Y%
177 J°0N7: m4.AN.: 4A0: @9°Nh,7 \%
179 OLNFA: N1A: A9 L7: | 07997 LOsA: N71(FA Y
184 h9°: NG H1Cé.: h9°D \Y
187 Achl'70-: av9°YCeP aPPYCP: hehl70- \%
187 AQap: LAov: L.PL: RTH: | K7H: L-14é."1V: hNov o
Lol 8oV ch b.Aav: 4. P L
188 Thav’y: aog°yP4. aod°Y4.: Thovy \Y
189 OAG: NL4.: hCOHL:: NLé.: hCOL: DAY B
192 ATH: Rl TR ATH: 7k R B
199 G Py OAP7 OAP7: GG P} EFMV
199 NoAa-1: 4-N6: w0CA: AAO0: NOAT: &(+6: wOCAl |V
A0+
200 HeNanov-: 4- 204-: HeMafoo- Y
200 aA-N0-1: -1 Qe AN B
202 +LI°NN: A% AT PLI°NN \Y%
202 A09°: ACAN ACAN: Q09° Y
202 Ale: na: Y719 Tha: 127951 AP Y
213 0P 0NPT: r7¢-L: MR AL 0PNLY: 1760 \%
213 ov-h: LAXN &ANLN: ov-q:h A%
215 A0Y7: (A N2 ch: ALY A%
215 adnn: AoAS- AOAS-: Zhn MV
219 Y2791 : (N oo- (lQoo-: 7 2,715 E
224 A TN L: A a: o?10C: O”10C: AR7NA: ATH9°L: |V
AR7NA:: AA
224 AN@D:PLI°: av34.0: P8NO: | Aloo: avidN: PSSO LI | B
227 T AdAAN &HNAN: AT d
236 Wrl:: TS99 TER9TC: Wk Y
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237 A0A.Y: Too NN TaooNANE: AdNY D
239 01 old: o-d: 0T \Y
240 LNP7: AMMANWC: AM.ANLC: LANCY: HMV
241 AM.ANWC: Ochll: Ochll: AM.A NG \Y
245 hdho-C: Ah: 2Aoo 2000 Adho-C: AD M
246 Al AA77: 3450 A30: A0: AA"7 E
250 Nnhe: 340: 230: 0he \Y%

Table 1: Transposition

5.3.2 Banalization: Many errors are trivial, involving merely alternate spellings, or synonyms, or

other small differences. According to Amsalu (2011, 165) ‘Banalization [sometimes] occurs

while one makes a text plainer.” Some copyists may apply it unconsciously. Banal errors can

easily be repeated independently. The following are many of the attested banal errors found in

GF.
§ section

Reconstructed text Banalization Family/ms/mss
8 vlc NchC EF
11 N7l ch?7: o-Al:: ch?7: B
12 oL 70, OAL: 1994 B
14 Ui VAo LV
16 o160 TaAde o00: L0a° L
17 L0: 100 L0,: 8Pt p
20 Nhevo: -10,: AA.O Nhao: 10: R VL
20 L1l e: A9~ L1080 : AI°A00.0- \4
35 ANav: R TON, AQao: {771 10C \%
40 chH: AQé-hA\ ch'l(l: AMLAAhC: B
40 AAMAY AAM A NhC: EF
45 NAMANAC: o T TN | DA MANIC: @ ThooT | P
45 Al : ARTHATY NANS: AADTHATY \Y
50 oU07: AMHNhC: Ldd oUNZ: AMANhC: AL LV
50 A 721 RMANDC | Aav 72T A7 0T Y
56 oll’7-t: 17.0°: G ov: oll’7t: A7.0°: LPa H
59 on(l: +CN o0N: AAAP \Y
60 w h OANON B
61 ?-9°0 LAO p
63 ATH: AT h: 01 ATH: IO 01 B
67 AN71:: AL AN7 12 h7 D
67 nll: LAAN: N0-0: &LAAN M
69 TAQ: hwl: hlly- TAQ:9°0L: hlY- L
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69 HAS.: LhI°D otd: LhID M
74 Hhav )l FV Ay MK M
74 &AL L7 UCTTEP: | wbARON: LwPyge: (D) / D,y
LC: (y) Ve rEe
75 o0l T2 nT G0Nch H
78 9ol LAC 0
82 ao i h NA ch o
82 av’3) ot AT 001, av’1) o1 R AN LG B
82 oAL?: A NAP: GmT oLy ANAL: 119 B
82 Nl rd: N7 4.L°4-L8 Y
83 OAN A -0 DA h: T I2Nh- Y
87 A7 Ol AAMANNC: M; ARMA: | OY
h’ﬂlh"l“:
90 791 L.41P ov- h-(1e-EW av- p
90 112\ h, P ov- VL HM
90 T Lo L
92 AN G: o Tl AAM A NhC: Y
93 2.1 NAQ-T A\
100 A LCl: AP Achd: AP )
100 AAT LP0 AAG LN \4
100 oA HHPN (T T o XA ol \4
104 ch.C R10v- U 1C nav- L
107 AMAL: ALAN: NCOTN | AMANAC DEF
107 AGTot: N7l 209°: aANeL: Wik 9409° \Y%
108 Q) ao A9 Y
109 ANl 1.8 AL HM
110 0-170ASh Nade-Tn LV
111 OAY"N OAP LN DF
111 h@-l.5-: hNA AP ov- Hh704-: ANA AP ov- M
114 HEONT: A9°N LG HEeOA1: AavAq, LM
114 o0LAN: »Co o LavC: CO Y
121 h”1o-f A’ 1o \4
123 LA°CP: a9 LC CA9°CP: A%2A9° LV
125 9.9, 04.L:4-L0 LV
127 ALA L Al p
128 AAlFT: 4A20 ANCIm-: LA2N L
128 G39%: AN 162991 AW D
129 Ald: Och 7 AhAm- 7 L
130 NAa71: Ochitk a7 t: 601% B
130 mav( 17 m7RA ey Y
130 Nov: 49EnN NAY°AA: & PENO Y
130 AatA- At Qe ov- o
132 Na7-1: agen NA7 AN B
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132 A lot: HAYAP® a7 o HASAY° \%
132 anv|, Ahge B
134 07: 00.L: Ach ny: 00.2: Nag Y
135 hI°hCA A D) APKC L AT D) EF
137 A9°A0A0: Chn A9°4.0 p
137 AAA AAhov7k: D
138 nea-Nn: ANa: ¢4 0L T9AG: N/l 0PN | LV
138 L.t oo- L1t ovo- Y
140 anh: hPy- ANN: Jchl: HA'- LV
142 QL. ) Flde: ) M
144 8 1A P T B (i} AR (A H y
144 @95, oho Y
148 ecom £ LCAy- YV
148 o0y oA"Y L
148 OhVhr» P OAD-Z KDL H
148 noo: N noo: -z Y
149 an AN 71 B
164 alc anCT D
167 AT A 0n.J- B
167 of-9°7y, LAY H
171 HA¢Ah: &CP HA-0- QN B
172 nNre 9 L
175 Lé.mN: Lo P Lé.m-(rov-: AL @077 EF
176 oA TNA oA NVA T HM
179 PG WS Py ARPY B
179 PG L R 0P A16Y B
180 (AN NA6CP-1 B
188 @€Y ov-: “1A%: HNN? °-T- P ov-: 1AL (W71 \Y
a3 ol (1707
188 APLE: h“Lh hrlée: 187191 DEF
188 901 @724 : 010477 e 1901 @720 NXCch: \Y
hC P9°:

191 Lm- 071P ov- Yoo TPy P oo- EF
192 Neh(C o L
192 NaQ-T Nt EF
194 oAAD 0410 B
194 Ltdn ACS AN B
197 N7l: m-h-l: \4
198 A9°A: dA-: 00 A9°A: A ANA. DEF
199 AM.ANhC AM.AP \
199 -1 ACOL P77 (1: oo LN D
201 o-hPd-: 00 L5- oo- oA 0251 ov- L
201 ohe: Nhe oNhe: 2709 M
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203 T 10007, +4.arhi, \4
204 o TAhI° o119 ov- L
206 A Lao@- hednan: 91 DEF
215 LI°L: o I Lra Y
215 Ll: P°honqy 0L COL 077 YV
216 oA 7 TN oA t: Nk DEF
219 A7H: LSO A77N0: L HFOA0- M
220 ANNA: Lk Am-A- 5 DEF
223 6.0 6030 L
223 olo-A-1:: L1 oY L
223 o0 (LY: NAh ACT B
224 NGOt L7 L1 AM.ANhC Y
227 Colav - : RY°: Ylov-: hav% (V- LM
233 ATmeOm. Arament DF

5.3.3 Grammatical number:

Table 2: Banalization

In some of the mss of GF, we can see a plural instead of the

singular of the original text, or vice versa, or else the form of the plural is different. The

following table lists many of these cases:

§ Section Reconstructed text Change of singular/plural Family/mss/ms
3 avét an{id- D
12 AT AN"75 I (plural of plural) B

18 AA7: ®0bD ALON7: wAbo- B;V
18 NOI°P T 09> B
21 oo m.eTn °m.dh B
49 waq o weqe B

51 HPeANI: WOLIT HEeANI®:0L7 B
55 20T 20C Ef
68 hANG AN vV
76 h5A7 .01 LM
91 1907 1908 F
91 10-4°7 OO \Y%
117 AH->% -1 DEF
140 hooye--: 100~ hoao: Y- Y
144 DN@-He 1 AT B
145 na- AT B
146 gor40, o L\ Y
151 VIc AVRC Y
154 PZOT JTINE maoPw§ Il L
163 LP LReT DF
179 A% h&PY B
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192

wANT

wad

D

212

Tho i @ TndT

Th9I°L: a7l

B

Table 3: Number

5.3.4 Metathesis: The reversal of the order of two sounds or letters in a word, either as a

mispronunciation or as a historical development in GF. The following are cited from the critical

edition of GF.

§ Section Reconstructed text Metathesis Family/mss/ms
13 A L0085 A L0058 H

20 He 17207 He 17212 LMV

66 o6CF7 o(1COF7 M

105 1w gav TwygeP M

122 NAANO: Pa7-T NAAQN: P77 B

146 LrteP LI TP E

230 (18 ao- (1 5

236 04T 0NC-T DFf

Table 4: Metathesis

5.4 Other Philological features: There are also other mechanical errors that are attested in

copying the mss of GF. Some of these change the meaning, some do not. Let us examine the

following.

5.4.1 Omission of a letter

§ Section Reconstructed text Omission of a letter Family/mss/ms
2 L0 15C P ov- L0142 ov- E
3 L1 h L. D
3 H&'-ch H'r-ch D
141 AlHov- Ahloo- F
146 @41 ch P ov- @41 P ov- F
152 Achg°9P° hchd® D
159 ®h704- ohhs D
164 VAo ovA-T+ \%
168 OANhD OhhI B
174 hov7 k(0 hov7( D
188 Al Al F
188 s ar F
219 AnA-A+ At D
224 oh T %80 Oh. % L0- )
234 0424 nas E
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239

ofhChO

of hn

D

241

o06(l

ol

E

Table 5: Omission of a letter

5.4.2 Polar Error: the copyist writes a word whose meaning is diametrically opposite to what he

read in his exemplar. Some of these involve the negative morpheme A.; others involve lexical

antonyms. In general such errors may be unintentional. The following are some of the polar

errors found in GF.

§ Section Reconstructed text Polar error Family/mss/ms
7 A LA LA \
37 N 17890 Y
38 oA LA o LA B
47 9% 0A E
58 HeA9°H HA. LAI°0 B
73 ANA4- hdhl: Al MV
84 At - p
87 AT T BF
94 A1 {104 B
102 -1 14m p
118 HhLh9°C Heh9°C H
124 aAloo: Fa-y(-T Ao V0T Y
135 1A N A 1000 D
135 DA, 740 o740 D
136 h.L4LTO [ XA YV
145 TP Tha-d- o
153 L4 LAOA D
157 A LA LNUA- M
178 ANATLS TP AA“LS TP BF
183 o(lH L7107 O0OHA L7107 Y
189 h0"= ;\,,e:dl'(.‘ LdhC B
192 HA L 4.CY: 7w HE4.CV: 7w B
192 A7 ny D
193 N.7a07} 1o’y D
200 h. L4277 Ldoh? E
208 A INCH “10Ch \4
221 A 0- AsTNA0 0
227 AT rC 771C DEF
233 ®O7hTL: RrTéAT O7hTL: T AT E

Table 6: Polar error
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5.4.3 Change of Gender

§ Section Reconstructed text Change of gender Family/mss/ms
7 eANC: Pt LAIC: P50 B

44 Cira7 chAt D

46 T Wrl:: ooZ WG 0T Wk oo ch& B

107 0. 208 F

110 LRV Vad AR oH

116 NANZ NANTL d

124 HF"rPadA HerPadA v

164 At A(-ch B

139 av’} 4. a1 4.0 T B

Table 7: Change of Gender

5.4.4 Verb Change: The form of the verb may change, in gender, number, tense, and

presence/absence of an object suffix. Let us examine some examples from GF.

§ Section Reconstructed text Verb Change Family/mss/ms
10 Habh. Wieh. (1sg-1pl) \%
27 0-1+ 0-I-1h  (3msg-2msg) Y
37 Lo Pt (impf-perf) \%
42 Ak, 760, (1sg-1pl) F
46 1590 1901  (3msg-3fsg) B
46 A9 N4-¢ A" T04-h.((1sg-3fsg) \%
49 &G (ov- TA507  (VN: 3mpl-3fpl) p
71 @ Lm(lch om0y (active-passive) | HLM
87 £ 10Hav- £00  (3mpl-3msg) o
93 0, £0, (3fsg-3msg) B
99 HAOL Haw(Ch  (3msg-2msg) D
110 ohCo- P ohCo-f-  (3fsg-3msg) HM
121 AL Ln?P AL0Ln®  (3fsg-83msg) | v
130 1A NP ovo- 1”l1ahov- (+/- object suffix) | E
130 THAGN P THAGNL oo (3msg-3mpl) | B
132 wlNf-ov- olnf7  (S3mpl-1pl) B
132 @) oo- o0 (3mpl-3msg) B
134 AL thuanovo- AL Thwdeoe- (2mpl-3mpl) | EH
169 @-14.71chi o-T4.27 v (1sg-3fsg) E
202 L7 "7 (3msg-3fsg) DEFV

Table 8: Verb Change
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5.5 Archetype errors

The lost ancestor of all the families is called the archetype. The archetype is the starting point,
the first manuscript at the very beginning of the whole tradition. It may not be the original text,
because it already may contain some mistakes. Its existence can be proved by the following

conjunctive errors shared by all the witnesses. Here is the archetype of GF (Gédla Filopos).

[4] o says @OAZTH: T91AT: LL&ht: DLPU: hov: PCTO: ®FT: FPA: AY:

H74.4L hPL: (:::The other manuscripts do not have this piece of text, and in fact have

lost a great deal of text at this place. The phrase &£ & l: .U+ is not grammatical; 0,.eU-

can only be the direct object of a verb, but here it is the object of a construct form &£ &I
Therefore it must be considered an error, to be corrected as follows:

ONA7TN: 1PIAT: L& h1: WAV hoo: PCA1O: &F1: PA: A7 NW7e.PL: hPL

n,_h==152

[84] a says: @%%: hiyl: Wk: UIC: hov: QAAT: RVKC:... Ahao Wl: VPIC:
200: Chl: A°u07: AVNC:: Abunid Ya‘sqob spoke to Abba Filopos, ‘This country is
like other countries... because this country is greater than all [other]| countries’, which in context
is self-contradictory and does not make sense. The problem is the word - ‘it is’. What would
make sense here is the reverse: A.h71 ‘it is not’. The remaining manuscripts (HLMYV) also
share this error, though the text is rather different. HLMV say: @((1: b-t: 014: A FOX€:
hoo: NAAT: AVIC: Ohh: hoo: V14: TR Oh: hov: C9P: OhGEPL:
OANTNLCEP: ohnov: hio(V7: OANEL: ®FCN: OAP797:: ‘And since the country

of Ethiopia is like other countries, and is not like the country of Egypt and not like Rome and

12 Daniel Kibret (2006 E.C, 190) translate the phrase &£ h-t: N PV into Amharic RACT: L&A1 2777
(we received his help from him) it is completely wrong.
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Africa and Alexandria and not like Ephesus and Asia and Fars and ’Iqonyon [?].” Turaive (1908,
194) did not make correction in his edition. Evidently the text shows an archetype error here. We

can tentatively emend the text and reconstruct the reading as follows:

®0%4%: A07t: Wk 01C: hoo: NAART: AVUKC:: A possible motivation for this error is
phonetic in nature: if the original text was @%-%.: A.n%-1:, then we can speculate that the
sequence i-’i in the words @%-%.: ANt : wd-‘adi ’i-kondit was misheard as simply -i, thus

. . . y. . 153
causing the crucial negative marker 7 to disappear.

[126] @o9VCP: A7H: C1LC: “imh: HEAL: A6: W72 A0L: o1l oo0S:
OrPrh:: o1T0AT: Lhak: APod: -1l: 4.5PY:: All the mss share the word tdirdgmd
‘be cursed’, which makes no sense in the context. This is then an archetype error, and can be
represented as @pd°VCP: A7H: €1LC: imkh: NEOL: A6 Ar: AdL: 1.1

ooNS: WP PTh:: 01P0AT: Lal: ZPO: “10: L.5PY::

[186] a says @A7l: 7Ph: A7l: T HPPO: IC: 9°0A: N7k: ©7DA:: B say

ORTt: TR RIH: TFHEDL: In both cases the grammar and the sense are confused.
Therefore it should be an error, probably to be corrected as follows: @WA7-1: 7%1Ah: ...

70C: 9°0A: H7l:: @720\:: or OA7T: 771Aa: Wrt: o72A...

[203] BEF say @A7l: “FTA0L: 100: A9°sP: (MhLw-: AI°LANN: A LLN:

R70: HEAOh: -NP: D says HeAAD: -(1¢; H says HeTAARN: A LM say

HEeAAN:A ; V says HEOAA: A-l: NP (V has different idea from other mss) In all

>3 My thanks to my advisor for this suggestion.
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versions the sense is not clear; therefore this can be emended as @A7-1*: -I~TA.AL: hoN:

Ae0: (MehCwt: A LALN: A LLNA: WIO: §....f::

[221] Another archetype error involves a whole section where the content seems incoherent,

arguing that the text here is corrupt. Texts BDEF and HLMV have the following:

OO0/ @l5: RA: Cl%Yr: 1LTIT T hPANcov: Pld: bO: (Té-b: 00: LE)

ATH: LA TTehT: (W72 oAT: HERLT: HAMMA(OAC: HL) (A7: oOhT: H7kr7:

M
M)
M)
M)

OAA: HAMANDC: MV) (chH: AMHAA(hC: BDEF) obhr: “kAd:

Oché: L 065 TPANov: PCPP: RTTH: LAlA-: TTcht: hée: PR

Ohlée: T D TPEE

‘At that time, these Orthodox fathers went down taking tree bark, saying, “We are the people of
God.” And their number was 10,000,000. And the king’s solders went down taking [their]
canteens (of water), saying, “We are the king’s soldiers.” And the king’s soldiers were

3,000,000.°

The problems here were discussed in the translation section. The verb tdgdsilomu (repeated
twice) does not make sense in context (the translation ‘taking’ is a guess). The verb tdqgdsilomu
goes with crown, hat and the like. The reference to ‘bark’ and ‘canteens’ (and the opposition
between them) is very strange in this context and is almost uninterpretable. The numbers
10,000,000 and 3,000,000 are impossibly high. When we look at the other manuscripts the text is
just as confusing. 7¢h't ‘we’ is instead A7: @A%T ‘T and I’, which is very strange Ga’az, and the
predicate is completely different: instead of ché-: 7h+27: ‘(We are) the king’s soldiers’, mss
HL have (A%7: @A?: NELT7: HAM.ANC: (T and I are) the Zaqunin (?) of God’ and mss

MV have At: @AT: U7k @Ah: AN ANNC: ‘(I and I are) the king’s, and those of
60



God were...’. Furthermore, in the next line, texts D and L have @hé~ “and they (fem.pl) went’
instead of @ché- ‘and the soldiers’. With this degree of confusion, it is possible to figure out
what the original text might have been. @O(LY: @{&S%: AA: C1:%7: 127191
tPANcov: L TRTH: CSAA: ThT: cdhH(l: AMANDC.. .®hé: TR 045

tPANcov-: 1ot ATH: LAz Teht: hée: TPl

[236] 70-: 7dvC: “Ml: ---@hov 7L Aov: SFRN47:  All families are corrupted, B
say “1l: @q; F says “1l: PQ; B says “1l: PA; Dsays “1l: 49P; E says “1l: AP Nothing
can be reconstructed with confidence, as is expressed by the formulation 70:: 7dC: -(l:

I...] @Al hav: 8- TRNGT:

5.6 Relationships among the manuscripts or critics of the errors
The lost ancestors of the individual families are called sub-archetypes. After the evidence of the
various sources for the text has been collected and organized, the subarchetypes and archetypes
have been reconstructed where possible. In order to reconstruct the stemma codicum, the
manuscripts of the GF can be gathered in families. Each family derives from a common

subarchetype, whose existence can be proved by a series of conjunctive errors.

5.6.1The subarchetype a (mss. BDEF)

- S 154
a shares the following conjunctive errors.

[143] @000: AHN: “7Fr7: Lhh: AAMOD: @ PPI°P::

'3 BDEF is one family that is ‘e’ and HLMV is another family that is ‘. If the texts are 50:50 (equal), then I can
use my own intellect (ope ingenii).

61



The word £hA-: is not a Go’oz word; it must be a spelling mistake. The correct reading is

preserved by the rest of the tradition.

®00: AHH: 77kr7: LAARL: AANOY: @ PPI°P:

[179] W71 A9°D: Tovmo-: AIRLP: APTICH: O tAR: A9°DL: HAI A h:

M7 26 & MPA: @71 A: §: AUY°::

The word Mch’7 ‘grindstone’ does not make sense in context; one does not send a mule-load of
grindstones as a precious gift. The other mss say fahn meaning ‘fine flour’, which must be the

correct reading.

ON71: A9°D: dToomm-: A9°ALP: AMTNCH:: O AR: A9°DL: HAY° R h: Th'7:

2é: b (1PA: @7 b1 Rl b: AYY°::

[222] @00Y: Fronct: el oQhct: ATTH: HLoR: o0l &A1V

oAANAU: AmP::

The phrase ®@A0AU<: Am-P: does not make sense in context; there is no reason that the king’s
clothes should be torn. The correct reading AAAAY: ‘her clothes’ is preserved by the rest of

the tradition:

o0 : TR TV o0AT: RTTH: Lo o0k NS0 oAmP:

AANAY::

5.6.2 The subarchetype 6 (mss. D and E)

0 shares the following conjunctive errors.

[40] @ TavOAAD: ANOA: HALPLR: LPTAL: ARMMAT: ORTT: AGPC I TPP::
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The verb SPTAP ‘they will kill him> does not agree with the Bible text which is being
referred to here (Mt 19:21-22). The correct reading (‘they will follow him”) is preserved by the

rest of the tradition.'>
o-tavAAD: ANOA: DAL PL: LTAL: AAMAY: MATT: AGPCE: 7PP::
[46] ®OTV: AhLPP: aAN: AL : NANThH: AwGTEP. CAT::

The word A@p5 G ¢ doesn’t make sense in context. The correct reading ‘from evil spirits’ is

preserved by the rest of the tradition.
ON“: AhLPl: AN: AL : NANTN: AwSTENT: ChA7::

[152] AQev: QWé.A'L: AhI°I°: (R7F: Nov: AMAT: ALAN: DCATN: hov: AOG:

.2 9°AA Y-

The verb A0&: doesn’t make sense in context. The correct reading is preserved by the rest of the
tradition. AN@w: NE.AZL: AMI°9°: (A7T: Oav: RIAT: ALAON: DCATN: hov

A0S: TLw: JI°AAV+:: ‘that I may be like [Him] in reigning with Him’.

[164] ovVA®P: ALAL: AMLC: hdvl: AVI°: o”ANL: 9°717%L: HATOAY:

o-ThANé: A0 06T

The preposition: A0A: doesn’t make sense in context; one does not tie up a cow upon one’s bed.

The correct reading is preserved by the rest of the tradition.

oVA®wI: ALATL: ANMC: Advl: AVI°: OAANL: 9°71L: HAZOAY: o1hA0G:

Jhtl: 061

'3 For the case the rest of the tradition is majority of the family.
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[194] @w9°l: 7hr: W 9°NC: AL @AAD: “1: 7027 PchAt:

The word 77#*: doesn’t make sense in context; the king cannot send for the king. The correct

reading is preserved by the rest of the tradition. @ 9°L: 7hkr: (MW7l 9°NC: AL
oAA”D: “10: 430: (PhA-F:: Similarly in section [205], instead of the correct @& (LA°:

T AA00: WC: oo PHT it says wrongly @L0LAC: AltT: AR NG

av oPOT; and also in section [206] instead of the correct @AAL: @NTM: K71kr~:

204%: 1%4: AL it says erroneously @AA-ZL: @H-F0: LAXN: MG: (194: ALT

[222] @AY H: AlH: Po-CLP: V1: S9°F: A7b: FAovl: 170E€: HeAT: V1L

AC?7.0: The word U14: AC“?7.2: ‘country of Armenia’ doesn’t make sense in context.

The correct reading ‘country of the pagans’ is preserved by the rest of the tradition. @AY°H:

aAlll: Po-CLP: U1l: A9°1: A71: TOovl: 170E: HeAHT:: V1d: Al Mo-£7::

[251] @AY°H: h0lé.: NNAI°: Alk7: LAZN: avd®Vld: NAY°: (ITw&E: Gov-l: The

number: (@& : %av-T: is incorrect in context. The correct reading is preserved by the rest of

the tradition. @AY°H: Adlé.: 1NAI°: Alk7: LAZXN: ovg°l: NAP°: NE@D: Yool
His age was 74 years, not 85 years, as the text makes clear by giving the number of years for
each stage of his life. But why should a copyist make such a change??? The full information is

found in section [251]

5.6.3 The subarchetype £ (mss. B and F)

€ shares the following conjunctive errors.

[87] haw: e9dHav-: ARSYI®: ®ALKEE: AA: Twl@: AhAPAL: rI/t:: hA:

T 1@ does not make sense in context nor from a theological perspective; we need a negative
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‘he was not incarnated’, whereas A4: means ‘but rather, to the contrary’. The correct reading is
preserved by the rest of the tradition. hew: E90Hav-: ARLYI": wALEd: A TwPlo:

APPAPAL: 11T

[167] @O(l: wld: 0he: 1Troh: ohlk: (ed: APO-AM: 199°: 01L& A
ALAT: AVI°: The verb 4P : doesn’t make sense in context; the thief is in hiding, and only
goes out at night, when the sun sets. The correct reading is preserved by the rest of the tradition.
on(l: POCAN: 0-Ahel: Tirh: okl ACE: A0-AM: 159°: 01&h ALAL:

APg©::

[215] oA(l: A9°h: @o-A-lk: TFT0AR: Wrt: PA: AP PA: IeT: LAP: AOAS-:

ATH CAA: AlPPh: (Nop: A PLONN: NCOFN::

The verb: &P ‘he established” doesn’t make sense. The correct reading is preserved by the rest

of the tradition; the same verb &¥¢ ‘exorcise, sprinkle with holy water’ is repeated twice (&P

and ALPPh).

oN(l: A9°h: okl 1T0AP: Wrt: PA: A9°PA: I87: PP AOAS: AT7TH

LAA: AddPPh: Nhoo: A LAN: NCAFN::

5.6.4 The subarchetype p (mss. HLMYV)

P share the following conjunctive errors.

[101] @AAT: &LAZO: “b9°: CAO: Atdcov: @01: aoPA4: AFPov-: -Tha

Y279 1:: Hand L
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The word @-Q-t: oo P-4 does not make sense. The correct reading is preserved by the rest

of the tradition; ‘at the sepulcher’, not ‘in the sepulcher’.

OAANT: LAZN: “L9°: CAO: Atthcov-: (lav P4 AP oo-: -TnA 1279591 ::

[107] oAb VU€: O1%: @AAP: A7H: LAAN: hAAP: -Thd: 1719 T: $497%:

AAl: °o-1: A TEAC: A7: o0 T: 9°-1: NATZO0A: 4.9 LP::

The phrase @-0-1: 9°%-1 does not say the right thing in context. Filopos was not told merely

that he should be ‘in the monastery’, but that he should be the head of the monastery, the abbot.

The correct reading is preserved by the rest of the tradition.

oONAh V¢: 1L: ®AAL: AT7H: LAA: AAANP: ThAN: 127791 +5°UL: AAD:

ot (R 7TAC: Al7: ANY°sT: HATINA: 6.9 LFP:

[110] AF0: 60: HET: AI°AI°: HA.Lr740: ROA: ®AATh: 2lPV: Ahov:

TraA e “AhA: aPha(-t::

The word 0PN ‘I was planted among the stars’ doesn’t make sense in context. The correct

reading ‘I was planted among thorns’ is preserved by the rest of the tradition.

ATA: 00: HEeT: A9°AI°: HA.Lr740: RON: OARTA: 74PV ANoo:

A “1aha: AOPQ::

[114] Q67 @NP~CA7: A h: I°NA: AI°Dhov-:

66



The plural imperative form Z°& A« ‘(you-pl) come!’ is not correct; Go'az uses instead the
suppletive form 70:. A correct (but different) reading is preserved by the rest of the tradition.

N6N7: oNP~CO7: NXh: 9°A0: AI°Dh0v-:

[221] &7H: LANA: AT: ®AWT: WPEr7: ché-: Phr:: The words A't. @AY H7k27: <1

and I of the king’ are grammatically very strange and do not really make sense. The correct

reading is preserved by the rest of the tradition. A7H: &A1A-: Tch'7: hée: Thr::

5.6.5 The subarchetype y (mss. H and L)

vy shares the following conjunctive errors.

[87] @AM.ATL: (OM: 4PL hov: LANN: #29: HAT: hov: @90Hov-: AKRSI:

OALPLE: A AwIm: A°ALPA: 17T oo 77T

The word AZ°AL-PA “from the regions’ does not make sense. The correct reading A°APA L. :
‘from the daughters’ is preserved by the rest of the tradition; the order of the letters has been

mixed up.

OAMATY: O(: LPL hov: LANN: 92: HAT: Nov: P990Hov-: AKRS{YI:

OALPE: A AwIm: A°APAL: TV oo 77

[121] @@AWL: A9°hyl: ooty ANAa: AQ: P4A.P4: ATHINAT OooNh: ©OL5T:
7 .2:: The word & 7H“1A-A°7 does not exist. The correct reading is preserved by the rest of the
tradition, which has 7HUAA: ‘idleness, frivolity’. @GAL: AJ°n1T: vty (lA: AA:

Pébé: THVAA: oonch: ©OLGT: »0::
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[242] avtA . APt 9P0A: 9°LC:: The rest of the tradition has the reading

av’ptA T Tt Phol: 9°0A: 9°LC:: ‘A hare argued with the earth’. The present reading

is hard to evaluate. @»-FA. 1 might possibly be an alternate form of standard @»7-tA.-I:, and
the verb ¢ means to wager or bet. But the reading with @»7-FA.7l: is clearly the more

normal one.

5.6.6 The subarchetype 1 (mss. M and V)

1 shares the following conjunctive errors.

[26] P5“2L: HAAGh: Aov7: @-hAdl: OLAWLL: AhG: At: AThooC: Ah:

o0 Adn::

The verb A-th.ooC is ungrammatical and does not make sense (possibly the intention was

something like £ A @0(.?). The correct reading is preserved by the rest of the tradition.

P57 HAIGN: Aov7: ohl: 0LARLL: AhS: AT ATSIC: A o0t:

h$::

[60] WEMLALL: AAIC: oAll: Adoo: O0.L7: HOE: "1LA: 10 0: KA L ov-:

OR70: h?7: Tcho-C: “1L,Pov-::

The word: @A’70 does not make sense. The correct reading is preserved by the rest of the

tradition: “You go’, not ‘I go’.

OLMLAL: AAYC: oAll: Adov: 00.L7: HOL: “18A: L100: AI°sfov-:

OR7TO: h?7: TchoC: 0P oo-::
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[90] @AY"H L0A°: 40 AANY: A4N: ARoo: ANLhL: 9% ANA: HLPLR:
AM.nchC ALNOT7:: The first occurrence of the word 440 does not make sense. The scribe

wrote 440 twice by mistake. The correct reading is preserved by the rest of the tradition.

OAI°H: LOLA°: LARN: AANT: 230: Adov: ANLNL: 9°7T: ANA: Hé.PL:

ANMANAC ALNT::

[147] @0d4h: $50: QALPU-: AdA: hAQT: OALKPUO: AAEdT: OAdT

61 ov: A LN 7: 1944

NALPU does not make sense. He had to make the blessing with his feet, because his hands

were tied behind his back. The correct reading is preserved by the rest of the tradition.

o0Zh: P50: QA0 A0A: hAVT: OALPUO: adLdT: ANl Laét:

Nao: { LNL77: 1941

[183] AN@w: Feh'y: “iL: 1R47: Wae: Y0o0: @LAAPT: AMANNC: WrT: dhe:

HCT: A0: 7000 AT HOAT €1 ::

The word HMIC% does not have the right meaning in context. The scribe misunderstood the
initial - as if it were a relative pronoun instead of being part of the root z-g-b, which occurs here

in its infinitive form zagib-. The correct reading is preserved by the rest of the tradition.

AOoo: “peh: 0L 1247 WA 0o @ LAAPT: AMNANLC: H7F: whie:

H20%: 0N: 7000 AlF7: HOAT? £1::
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5.7 The stemma codicum
Marrassini (2008, 8) says in textual criticism the basic assumption is that ‘Every text in the
process of being copied undergoes a progressive disfiguration because of errors introduced
involuntarily by the copyists ( or modifications introduced by them deliberately).” Textual
criticism is based on a precise set of rules, named after the German philologist Karl Lachmann.
The elimination of the codices plurimi ‘many texts’ in the edition and must be substituted by
majority of the families, which was introduced by Johann Albrecht Bengel in 1734 for the first
time. The criterion majority the families was later clarified by John August Ernest in 1772 and by
the Italian philologist like Domenico Vallarsi (1734) and Bartolomeo Perazzini (1775). As the
prerequisite for this criterion, conjuctive errors are means so as to establish the families or

stemma codicum.

Bausi (2008, 21-23) lists some definitive and considered principles of Neo- Lachmannian as (a)
the necessity of a complete survey of all the direct and indirect witnesses (mss., printed editions,
quotations, allusions, etc.) of the text under examination (recensio); (b) the definition of their
relationship, possibly as a genealogical tree (stemma codicum), established on the basis of
conjunctive errors (Leitfehler) common to the witnesses descending from the same sub-
archetype; (c) the establishment of the text through the criterion of the majority of the families-
strictly understood as immediate offsprings from the archetype; (d) the definition of concepts
through technical terms; (e) the individuation of phases and principles of the editorial work; (f)
the acceptance of the critical edition as a scientific hypothetical reconstruction of the original text

as proposed by the editor.

The stemma codicum is a graphic representation (in the form of a tree diagram) of the genetic

relationships among the witnesses of a text. The genetic relationships among the witnesses of a
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text can be reconstructed through the evaluation of the shared errors. In the stemma codicum
both the extant and the lost mss must find their place. GF, the text under the study, is edited
according to the Neo- Lachmannian method. The conjunctive errors, attested in eight witnesses
of GF are categorized into two major groups, these are archetype and sub-archetypes. The mss
themselves are designated by the Latin letters BDEFHLMYV. The original text or archetype is
designated by the Greek letter [€2] and the sub-archetypes by the Greek letters [a By 6 € n]. In
every error, the erroneous reading will be listed and the possible original reading with the
indication of sections in the critical edition will be suggested. Based on the conjunctive errors,
witnesses are grouped into families as follows: [o] BDEF, [3] HLMV, [y] HL, [8] DE, [€] BF, [n]

MV. Finally the genealogical tree or stemma codicum will be illustrated.
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Comparison of their readings would give us the following stemma.

Q
o p
0 3 Y n
V (16" ¢.)
B (18" ¢.) M (19" ¢.)
H(@19"c) L@19"c)
D (1944/5) E (1943/4) F (20" ¢.)

Stemma codicum of GF

Q=a+p
a=290+¢
0=D+E
e=B+F
P=v+n
vy=H+L
n=M+V
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5.8 Linguistic analysis

5.8.1 Phonological problems
According to Lambdin (1978, 13), ‘The gradual evolution of spoken Ga’oz and its ancient sister
dialects into the modern languages of Ethiopia led to the introduction of systematic errors into
manuscript copying by scribes who applied their own pronunciation to the ancient language and
misspelled accordingly.” This led to spelling ‘mistakes’, in instances where two distinct letters
originally represented two distinct sounds, but the sounds merged together. Such confusions are

well known, and they also occur in GF.

Section Gloss
1. Confusionof 0, A [25] @ &0LA% 00'°

To mean @ &(LAZ QA And he said to me ‘enter’
2. Confusion of U, «h [29] AZ°ARIO: FAV: @Ak

To mean A9°ANT(: FAch: @-A-k  Our Lord is innocent (clean)

When semi-vowels occur in verb roots, they have a special character in Ga’az. For example:

With final ¢ : Perfect Imperfect Imperative
He prayed He will pray Let he pray
Ang LA LAA,
With initial @ : She gave birth She will give birth let she give birth
oAL T TonL: Tag:

In the GF, we can see this behavior of initial w:

1% See Leslau, 1987, pp. 114 and 405. The possible alteration of sibilants and pharyngeal of Go’oz scripts (U ch
‘17 w31 (3 h: 07 A: 0) not consulted in the critical apparatus, for as my advisor says ‘It is not mandatory to
record the variants of these Go’oz script, because we cannot make a family tree by their variants but we have to show
the correct reading in the edited text.
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0940 Tmoh 94

You went out You will go out Go out!
But in section [47], the scribe gave an incorrect imperative form with initial w, as shown below:

o94h Tmoh 9%
In section [226] we can read ‘@@ &" A<’ but the other mss have, ‘@& ch’.
We can assume two possibilities for the case. First, the scribe may have erroneously copied the
first consonant ‘(’ instead of ‘@®’, so that the difference is happened. The second one can be
guessed that since both @& A~ and (1&dh can be used interchangeably in some cases, then the
copyist may intentionally alter the lexeme as a characteristics reading, so that the difference is
happened. “The cumulative effect of [such] errors can be quite bewildering unless one has a firm

grasp of the forms and lexicon of the older language” (Lambdin 1978:14).

5.8.2 Morphosyntactic problems
An example of a morphosyntactic problem involves the expression of possession. Here Ga'oz
has several possible constructions, as shown in the following examples, all of which mean ‘the

prayer of Filopos’:
Ade-E: AdAAN (sdlot-u 14-Filopos)
Adel: HAARN (silot zi-Filopos)
ANe: A7 &AAN (sdlot ontd Filopos)

Adek: 4AN2N0  (sdlotd Filopos). Here are other examples from GF.

§ Section Reconstructed text Alternate morphosyntax Family/ms/mss
107 aC%1: nCA+O av(C%f: ANCOFN Vv
110 chaovld: 160 chovd-: N190¢ DEF
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169 Pa: WL Pa: At MV

175 eé.mN: L Py Lé.m-(rov-: AL @077 EF

246 0776-1:: AnCHtN A’70-1: hChfn HLM

Table 9: Morphosyntax

However, we can also find ungrammatical examples which confuse these constructions, e.g. In
section [8] ms ‘H’ says iA.: @»POA-: h L T, other mss keep the correct reading n*A-:
aPdA: mlefov:: In section [7] also we read (ooPOA: @0j)ro-l: OJI°R:
A 07 : : Other mss keep the correct reading: (100 POA: @07 ro-k: AOI°L: A 077 ::

Symbolic abbreviations adopted in the critical edition
[§] Indicates Section

r It uses to identify words, phrases of different variants on the edited text.
[ 1] It uses to separate numbers between the variants in the
Critical apparatus.

I....1 1t is applied in the case of irremediable corruptions.
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CHAPTER SIX
EDITION OF THE TEXT OF GADLA FILAPOS

[1] Qhoo: AMANKC:" AgeAn: P8TIL:2 NATOA: P71 0LD4P: NATNA: 437
Hev tan: Ohhat: @l Phl: Novabt:: (hov: pw-k: At: ovZhGt: @ TChoo: AY:
a b eI @Rk PO @9 4Mb: A7V owie%: RNTST:
OA(F3r)°AR VT ov: ARA: A9 1: ORI TT: AP Lav: UN: @O T: RI°PLav: aoPH:
0%t ks BRA: Nldhl: APLC: oNON"1 0T NMUC: oNPAeT: A9 hé.: UHA-:
Grlot: HI0A: oHnw-l: HooAdAN-T: oloo-ldl: AHO: A9°AR: AhAa: A“7(E3)0T:
@104 (F3/) aothat: HALAYT: (1200 LT Jo: LHNCOELT: Advl: 10k
Al hPCLA: a%aon: S(DIF)age: 3

[2] J7RPT: Achd: BGU: @T44t0:" @1LALU: ANAd: (BIS0) AT: &LARN: ooGdl:
ATMANMC: Hhad: A0l ond:  APAMANNG: AU OFAo:® 90 E ov-:
APANPT 3 AANPRY: DT hPCLT ®ADPRLT @ool2L47: ovihdT:(F3°) R7N:
LLLNT: a0 PSSO oUL: VNI AT 049 “1wevl: @RvP: WrEG: ovida:
PG0:(E3rb) ATH: hchS: @-hAk: LANdA: O9°NC: A1: AT avpd NI 0: 710:
LU AP o (10 PAN: PeE: FIVCT: Mhov: L: APCPe: OANGPSE: aviy,:°
LI°UCHOY-: hA: av7d(: HAU: L24Rov-: (IR WA 0 il Sho7:  hé.:
or0N:(DI) aovPaLT: A“101: hov: POTISCLov-:° A0A@m-07 002" 167951
o h(F4H)PT: NFLAN: &AL: @TooAT: (A4 AFZ7D: PA::8

[B] sHLM: AMAT: (Ml: LonShov: -il: VIt @D Tl AqThAR: H0A ol (-
At ABIS0A)uNRov-: Ké: orl0: O(HALAA:"T FPPOH(E)Nove @ 4P o hthoo::on:
N LU Ot AevthAT: eoO AT AN LloRov-: (1 Ldcov-: (IHo(F47)NE:
il how: @770 RAA: AT BTN deove:: 02 7M. PALT: TR ARTIA:
hoo: PP-Cé: POP: STt HUN @0l 272 00-::°

Consulted witnesses (BDEFHLMYV)

§ [1]-' Naeo: AN: @oAL: @ovidn: PSN: b:A9°A0: 1LA: 009°: HPSO: N0-0: oh(C:
A: LAZA: NUL: AT NRAL: ANTO: Al oldhl: PUA: 9°0AT: B | * hY°Ah:
PGNP .. 909" om. B |® APLF: add. §|

§[2)- om. D |2 0FA2: E | 2 a9°h®-F: D |* FA9°Cl: D|° o0 Bl © eolacCov-: E|” ohvl-1-E | *
a-a: om. B |

§ [3]-' om.E|> @hée: D |* &7 D [* Wréh:D | a-a: om. B |
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[4] .0HAZ0AVO: AAN: Heh@7: ANC: HAPLI®T: 114 (A TEAY:: o0A71NH:
YIA(DIV) 1 L&l HAU:" hoo: PCTO: G&F(FH): Pa: A1 ThPl: NW1LPL 2
Ok AOh: 70Zh: -1 GR7: 71C: HAOT: &LAZN: HDY: A9°Pr: AL-l: Adh:
OA-: 4%k JAI°(EDV)CoT e 28

[5] A7H: SPLI°: Tt 14 @80 N2 o4 aLdd: a0t
Wtoodn-l:  A71¢: A7 Nwld:  K9PeY: 0hP: Z&P:  LAZA:  9°0A:
NENPNT: &bk 9711 T(BISH)BRAN: 7eh7: L7 AXT: AUIC: 008:
LA A0FN:° Afoo: @fAh: (Ahd.: avAxrnl: 177 ohd: ONA: P5A7:
Al: LLHAR: 00PN Nov74.0: AMANIC: ®LAA: TACT: A7H: Ldv-R: ov7d.N:
P850: AANYE: AT @oo%NT: o(F57)4.L4-20: LHh: ,P~CQF::°

[6] am0: HEML: LAAAN: @AONEDN)Y: o7é: AIMANLC: hovo: Loo§:
OA(E4) LOOAN: A°EY: Wtwe: LH: HoUO: AMANNC: AR now-t: Lov: AN:
NO-C: AFY: LA2ZN: oNATT: wdcov: oo +28ALY: 0L: OATOT: Ad: P4
No-0-kJ:2 oA (F5rb) BOLNA:2 A9°eY: @-h-l::* ovFd.0: P80: Adh: AAPT: 909°::

[7] 09°0-:" NANP:2 0hdI°h:® NGCYT: hedeé1'1:* Aa: FI0Rhoo: o0t WE:°
LAC: P’ WG 0%f85 T TAOGD:  oMhIST(BIS0V) heo: 4.
TR AT Al: P50:2 0(C:° oA TI8A: TIC: LARN: HAPLov:'O(F5))
Age0: hPy: MWL: GP:" NovPOA: a0l AP L: AP7:12 Fhw: h P50

Consulted witnesses (BDEFHLMV)

§ [4]-' h.PU-: BDEF | H74.9L: Hh Pl D> aa:om. |

§ [5]-' -1 D | > A9°00: B|® om. 5 |* ALANE: 0FP~: §|° &ALz 07~ §|°a-a:om. B |
§[6]-' om. D | o-0vEJ~: E |’ @h.0OA: D; okh LAN: E|*om. D|°a-a:om. B |

§ [7]-' Ag°O6P: M Og°02: Vy |2 oa-1P: M; oaN2: |’ 0h0I°0P: M; ®hOI°0P: Vy|* hGidke70: B
|>om. B|®¥80: B|” om. B|* om: DEF |’ AO-C: §| " ndLeon: B | " MWL AP: B; om. p| "2 NooPdA:
ao ool 0L A7 H | P 09°0: AR 9Che: (00T A01007: oalao-: (1718 AT :
ONACIP: T709°¢677: M0%: Arl: hPCeT: oAL: WHFACAELT: AA: -F20Ahov-: ¢9°:
o0 Wl: W TFACHTLe7: Ad: -FI20ARov-: ¢9°: @0F: Hl: eoly: HEIA: (ldAan:
AMANNC: R7H: L0L7: AA: A787:: add. P |
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[8] Ng°0-:(L3r)(E4") hh71RY:" Ahew: AN AN:(D2F) D U142 00-48.:° Ag°01d:*
HOY:° WAoo 8 AT :® Toh'r: (o-krk: ooPOA: ANh: Lhk: VIC:T Pooih:® a7:
ohay:® (1000:"° Aao: (MKC: OALAICP: ARIMAFH)NhC: HAINA: @ 1857:
Oa:: @104 A7H: LOAD: 0LATE: oL a.:"" TiA: ooPOA: hLoF-ov-::"2

[9] wAUO: ANFE: $80: LARN: @Aovn:' NCALLT: hov'bl: @I°havs7:2(V3F)
nacotn:: oaN7t: P50 odL:  Alv:t il oogeyc:® heo:  gotanyc:
a(M30")RMG T 10,01 ohPCeT: w@ovlovl:  S(FG)PT:  TRIH:  LOPA:
PALWPov-: 5 @EN)TFIVL: W (BISIA) TR0 @ 7147 9PN RAYCC:® oA ::
wé.Am: *1: ohLworl::®

[10] @eMae: "H7d:: $80:" Aovg°Yé: AAO: ov'r: dmd:*(D2/") Wrk:® wae: Hadbh.:*
O0he: OoC1: ohPRNT:° A7e: Ol ALN(HIH)l: Oho.: Ohé: ORFEA:
A Nh: OA7I0A::

[11] Ao-srh: oo (F6 )04 0Lhae:’ wqe: F0: AoOALP: Adov: Nrl: Wde:?
HEMLAL:? dmé:* AMANDC: A9°71l: RAQ: §: AMANLC: 08: OAS: o©5:°
a7 P&A: ALPAMA:: @CMLA: WHES W7 HISC: TADAD: ao7d: PS50
P50 TLAL: B: AMANAC: dmd: wae:® ohol: T0LAL: 5:° oAS: 05:'°(F6)
a0 : RGO (V3V) AlPA(LDH)MA: wANEP ol dmée: Aar: hAN::

Consulted witnesses (BDEFHLMYV)

§ [8]-' A®e7P: HLV; @é-7: M |2 ehée: EF |2 ov-dov-8.: D: om. B | * Alehde: EF | ¥ A9° Al
9L add. B|®om. B|'@10%: ANA: La-L: VIC: B|® AN add. B; ®PANA:haw’y: add. B|° om.
Bl'N6o: B|" @7 LURT: M; @ LHGT: V; @L 147k HL; Nhav: LN, Lao-0e0: ohovl
104 add. B| " M@-a-lz: oo PON: (A LAL: VIC: V; oPdA: LT H

§ [9]-' Ao yV; hav-: E |2 @PA B | @AS: B|iom: V; @@U0: add. B |° AaogPv4: B | om.
B|7-1710: @r0O: B|° 0AAYC: B|° AAavl: @ 1A add. B |

§ [10]-' om. B> Hé.mé: L|* om. V |* Wréotr: V |* om. B |

§ [11]-' om. V|2 om. DE | > W0: B | *Hémée: V | 0: H | arh-l: p|7 ov3dr: $8-0: 4000 M;
0 &0LAC: add. MV | A9°7101: AAQ: add. B|°0: H|'"0:H|" om: DE; @o': mé-: F |
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[12] @L0ae: ovg®vs:’ Am: WANLWPov-: 4mé:2(M30v') ARI°C: omlP: hoALP:
®N??0:% HATVLN: Thdoo: wAQ(H3 ) EWPov-:° dmé: A0:(BISIY) L&TC: o(D2HV)AL:
LHC: @ 7d: P&N: G(F6 ) 9°:: Al: LACH: 0AL: LOCH:° wovidn: PS0:
Lach::" hl: LhHN: 0AL: LhHN:® woidn: P4&0: LhNN::® Afl: LI°MHC:
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CHAPTER SEVEN

TRANSLATION

[1] In the Name of the Lord God, the First without beginning and the Last without end, Who
being three in person is united in Divinity'>’. As the scriptures have revealed to us and the
guardians of the faith have explained to us, He is the creator of the ages and the maker of the
seasons, having brought them out of non - existence before time and hours, before days and
years, through His wisdom and His counsel. Praise is fitting for Him out of the mouths of all
creation in Heaven and on earth, in the seas and deeps, [both] that which is hidden and that which
is manifest, the exalted and the lowly. The one apostolic church anathematizes those who do not
believe in the Holy Trinity [of this God], the crown of the martyrs and the hope of monks,

forever and ever.

[2] We shall begin to write the history, the virtuous deeds and struggles of our blessed father
Filopos, the lover of God who was crowned with glory and honor by his father God by following
the godly deed[s] of our glorious fathers, the apostles and the victorious ascetics, the monks, as
the Holy Spirit, the giver of many gifts, the fulfiller of desire and the ender of concern, help us.
This is the Holy Spirit; though He is one, He is divided by deed [s] into many divisions. There
are those to whom He gives prophesy, and there are those to whom He gives understanding of
education. As the apostle said, ‘Do not seek anyone to teach you, but His spirit shall teach you

about every‘[hing’.158 There are those for whom He becomes mouth and wisdom, [i.e.] for

157

The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, One God.
% 1Jn 2: 27
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combatant martyrs, to put the non-believers to shame through the revelation of the messianic'”

160

faith which removes mountain[s] ™ and plucks out fig tree[s] through the perfection of the Word.

[3] Our Lord said ‘When they bring you to kings and governors, do not think about what you will
say and what you will speak.’ I will give you mouth and wisdom in which they cannot dispute
and answer.'®" There are those who give patience to the combatant monks until they complete
their combat, undergoing sufferings so that they will accept the crown of glory which awaits
them. There is a time to adorn the chastity of virgins, to cool the heat of lust which is inside their

flesh.

[4] And without Him, nothing would have existed of the deed[s] that we have already related
about him. And so we received His help to make straight for us the way of the Word, that we
may walk in it until we attain the culmination of the thing of Abund Filopos which he was

[engaged in] from the very beginning of his birth till the known day of his death.

[5] But first let us relate a little of the many and glorious praise[s] of [Monastery] Debre Libanos,
which is like heaven because from it there arose the righteous sun, Filopos, together with the
stars, his disciples. What [how] do we the weak in tongue, praise you, O great city [Monastery]
Debre Libanos? For you are praised with the mouth of watchful angels and with the mouth of
holy men who have seen your greatness with the spirit of God, saying, ‘We have observed the

Holy Spirit visiting her at all times day and night and especially at the time of Eucharist.’

[6] And there are those who say ‘The spirit of God casts shade upon it like a cloud’. And it never

departs from it at any time, [this shade] which God gave for the spilling of the blood of this our

91t belongs to Christ, in Ga’az @p(\,ch (Misiho) is anointed one, haymanot mdsihwit is faith of the unctionists, see
Hammerschmidt, in Assfalg-kruger 60, (Leslau, 1987)
OMt 17: 20
Mt 10: 19
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honorable father Filopos and for all the combatants, male and female, who are buried in it; and

the Holy Spirit will not depart from it until the end of the world.

[7] Hear attentively and listen with fear, O our beloved, who are gathered in this holy monastery,
priests, deacons, elders and children, so that you will commemorate the remembrance of this
father, the holy and blessed combatant, reverend Filopos, who first began to bear witness in the

country of Shoa during the days of Amda Soyon, king of Ethiopia.

[8] O our brothers, listen, the birthplace of this father is the town of Zoma,'®* which is called Lit.
And in those days the people of this country used to worship stone[s] and even trees or the sea.
And none of them know God except a few people. And they were eating and drinking and

committing adultery all the days of their life.

[9] And the father of this saint Filopos and his mother were Christians and faithful to Christ. His
father took this saint to a teacher to learn the scriptures of prophets and apostles and the psalm(s]
of David, keeping to their words; and he learned all wisdom and instruction with knowledge and

intellect, and he discerned death and life.

[10] This saint said to his teacher, ‘O father, who created all this that I see, the sun, the moon, the

stars, heaven, the earth, the mountains, the hills, the sea, the rivers, man and animal[s]?’

[11] And his teacher answered and he said, ‘O my child, you speak well. For all that you said to
me, God created from nothing, [who is] one God, one His Son and one the Paraclete Holy Spirit.’

And this child upon whom was the Holy Spirit said to him, ‘First of all, you said to me, one God

%2 In the translation of the relics of Abund Filopos, Zoma is in the land of Aréb, and Getatchew Haile said,

‘Apparently in today’s Gojam.” But in place of Aréb it may be to say ‘Waréb, it is in Shoa. Abuné Filopos arrived
after one day walk (from Zoma to Dabré Libanos). (Getatchew Haile, The Translation of the Relics of Abuni Filopos
of Débri Libanos of Shoa, 99). Daniel (2006) says, ‘Ldt may be between Mugér and Gojam.’ In the hagiography of
Takla Haymanot, in this city Abund Tékld Haymanot taught a sorcerer and his wife and returned them to Christian
faith. (EMML 1834, fol 102).
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created everything; but then you said to me, one His Son and one the Paraclete Holy Spirit. Did

all three of them create, or not?’

[12] And the teacher said, ‘Yes, all three of them created, my child. Know, understand and listen
to what I tell you; for all three of them created. The Father creates, the Son performs and the
Holy Spirit completes. The Father blesses the Son blesses and the Holy Spirit blesses. The father
commands, the Son commands and the Holy Spirit commands.'® The Father has compassion, the
Son forgives and the Holy Spirit absolves. The Father is rational, the Son is rational and the Holy
Spirit is rational.” And again the child said to him ‘The three, are they one or distinct (separated)
one from the other?’ He [his teacher] said to him, ‘Three in persons, one in dominion and one in
existence; they are one in divinity but three in persons. They do not die and are not abrogated,
they have no beginning and no ending, and their years are innumerable. There was never a time

when they did not exist and there was never a time when they were absent.”'*

[13] And the child said, ‘If you said [that] even though they are one, they are [also] three that
cannot be distinguished and separated, [then] by what thing and how does the Father become
father for His Son and how does the Son become son for His Father and how does the Holy Spirit
become spirit for both of them?’ And he said to him, ‘My child, listen. The Father is like a body
and the Son is like a word and the Holy Spirit is like breathing. Just as it is impossible for the
body to be separated from the word and from the breathing, and the word from the body and the

breathing, and the breathing from the body and the word, in the same way, it is impossible to

163

This teaching is found in the anaphora of St. Mary: The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit think (thought like
this: Let us create the world). The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit speak (He spoke and it was done, Ps 33:9)
(The Liturgy of the Ethiopian Church, 1999, 78).

'** The composer of the anaphora of St. Mary, Abba Haryaqos gave a clue in his explanation, ‘It is not with the
Deity as it was Abraham who gave commands to Isaac, or with Isaac who gave orders to Jacob, but the Father ,
being father does not give order to the Son; and the Son, being Son, is not exalted; and the Holy Spirit is equal. But
the divine Father, Son and Holy Spirit are one God, one kingdom, one authority and one government. (The Liturgy
of the Ethiopian Church, 1999, 77).
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separate the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Even if they are separated in body and person,

they are connected in union.’

[14] And again the child said to him, ‘Is God a creator or was He created? Where is He, and
where did He come from?’ And the teacher said to him, ‘Do not investigate this deepest thing. It
is not that anyone created Him or made Him. But He Himself created everything that is in
heaven and that is in the earth, what is visible and what is invisible, as I said to you before. There
is no other god except Him and He Himself knows where he exists and where he came from. He
Himself knows His divinity and He made the darkness his secret place. But there is no darkness

with Him.

[15] As the evangelist John said, the darkness does not approach Him and does not find Him,'®
for He is wholly the light of divinity. As the fire has no right and left, no back and front, because
it is wholly light, in the same way our God is the light of divinity. Because all lights are His

166
>Pas |

shield, and He Himself created them for His glory. ‘He made darkness his secret place
said to you; for the essence of being of the Creator is hidden from [His] creatures. Thus his

teacher said to him.

[16] And then again the child asked his teacher, ‘Does God dwell only in heaven or everywhere?’
And he (the teacher) said to him, ‘My child, there is nowhere where He does not dwell and there
is nowhere where He does not exist, in heaven above and in the earth below. And nothing is
hidden which is not revealed before His eyes, even if it is in the sea and in the depths that it
exists. Nothing is hidden or concealed from Him; rather, He is hidden and concealed from all.

Nothing whatsoever [lit. no deed of the deeds] is impossible for Him.

% 1m1:5
%6 ps 18: 11
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[17] He knows everything before it happens. And he completes before he does. And so the

prophet said, “The earth is full of His glory”.'®” Glory be to Him forever and ever Amen!’

[18] And again that child replied and said to him, ‘If it is like this, why do the people of this
country worship and bow down to stones and trees, the sea and the sorcerers and diviners, and
they make for themselves gods to bow down to and serve, abandoning God who made all of this.’
O brothers, behold this wisdom and intellect and knowledge which are upon this child, to inquire

into all these deepest things which are hidden from thinking and from speaking.

[19] The teacher said, ‘O my child, listen: those who bow down to sorcerers because of what he
[the sorcerer] does for them and he shows them phantasms to deceive them because the spirit of
Satan dwells in him; when they see him sitting in the fire without it burning him, holding an iron
pitchfork which is blazing with fire and he is [like] an epileptic and dances and sings as if a devil
possessed him; [when this happens] then they bow down to him when they see this false sign,
asking him: “Will we live many years or will we die? Will we become rich or will we become
poor?” And this sorcerer says to them, lying because he is liar, [he says] to the one who will die
that he will live and to the one who will live that he will die, and to the one who will be rich that
he will become poor and to the one who will be poor that he will become rich. Thus he speaks to

them to lead [them] into error.’

[20] And this priest said again, ‘I say to you truly, as you yourself have said, surely it is a devil
who is speaking through the mouth of this sorcerer. When a person makes the sign of cross upon
him in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, when he [the sorcerer] is in the fire,
[then] the spirit of Satan who leads them astray by entering into that sorcerer will depart from

him. And when this spirit of Satan departs from him, this sorcerer burns with fire until he

%7 pg33: 5
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becomes ashes.” And Saint Filopos said to his teacher, ‘Satan whom you mentioned, what is he
and what is he like?” And he [Filopos] said to him, ‘Is Satan known?’ And the saint said to him,
‘I have indeed heard such hearing; but tell me, where did he come from?’ And he [the teacher]
said to the blessed [Filopos], ‘Indeed, until now you have not known the work of Satan that

deceives people. And now may God protect you from it in all your days.’

[21] The investigator of this matter [the author of the gddl] said: ‘And when I could not find
anyone who could tell me about his combat and his years that this blessed father Filopos spent,
even if short and few, while he was wandering from place to place, I returned to my home,
distressed and sorrowful because I could not find any information about him.” I begged him in
tears and I beseeched him, saying, ‘O father, you know that I am a sinner and transgressor. Show
your charity to me. But it is not because of my righteousness that I beseech you to reveal to me
your hidden mysteries, your combats and your affliction that you endured for the sake of Christ.
Rather, I desire to speak with my impure mouth and to write with my unclean fingers. And let
holy monks listen and the blessed priests and believers who call upon you in faith.” And having

said this, I went sorrowfully to sleep.

[22] And at that time, this blessed father appeared to me in that night in a vision, and his clothes
were flashing and the crown on his head which was shining more than the sun. And many who
were on his right and his left were following him. And they were shining more than the sun and
the crown that was on their head was like a star of the sky. When I saw this I was terrified. And

this father spoke to me, sitting on a high and exalted throne which was full of light.

[23] And he replied and said to me ‘Did you know me?’ And I said to him, trembling. ‘O lord,
who are you?’ And he said to me, ‘I am Filopos’; and I said to him, ‘Who are those who are with

you?’ And the saint smiled and he said to me, ‘Do not you say the stars of the holy city?’ And
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again he said to me, ‘Can you accomplish the writing of the books and marvels of God that he
performed for His saints?” And I said to him, ‘How, Lord?” And while he was saying this to me,
behold I saw the white sea like milk below the throne of this saint, and he said to me, ‘Enter into

the sea.’ I was afraid, and feared lest I sink.

[24] And again he said to me, ‘Enter’ and I refused, being afraid. And then he made the sign of
the cross upon me from a distance. Whereupon fear departed from me, and when he said to me
for the third time ‘Enter and do not be afraid’, then I flew and I was thrown into the sea, and I

sank and I stayed [below] a long time. I lost my soul and I stood in the middle of that water.

[25] And one of the saints came to me, and he stood outside and said to me, ‘Wash,” and I
washed my whole body and my soul rejoiced and it seemed to me that I was anointed with holy

oil. Then he brought me out and he took me to the saint and I stood before him.'®®

[26] And Abuni Filopos said to me, ‘“While I was in my father’s house for 15 years, I cast out
many devils and also I healed many sick people through the power of my Lord, Jesus Christ who
bestowed upon me the gift of the Holy Spirit. And if I were to tell you in succession what God
performed for me through my hands, you could not bear it. First it is true what you have written;
and now write [what] I say to you into your mouth.” Then the saint blessed me with the sign of
the cross, and I kissed his feet. And after this he disappeared from me, whereupon I awoke from
my sleep and I praised God who performed miracles for His saints. Glory be to Him forever and

ever, Amen!

%8 1t is important to note that Gidlat were usually composed many years and even decades or centuries after the

death of their saintly protagonists. The sources are found from the one who knows his/her saintly life or from other
documents collected from different monasteries and churches, and also by revelation like gédal Filopos.
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[27] When this saint was living in his father’s house, though he was young he was steadfast in
the faith of Christ, his Father. And the people of this city were worshiping idols. This saint said
to his father and his mother, ‘Do not let the people of that city lead you astray by worshiping
idols, saying they will give us glory and wealth and will take revenge on our enemies. No; they
are not able to take revenge, and indeed they cannot protect themselves. When a man makes the

sign of the cross upon them in faith in Christ, they melt like wax before fire.’

[28] My fathers and my brothers, listen! Now this saint began to be a witness while he was [still]
in his father’s house. There was a man who was living with their neighbors upon whom there
was the spirit of Satan; coming from far and from near, they bowed down to him and they
revered him and he led everyone astray. And one day this saint went to him secretly when it was
evening, hiding himself from his father. He saw the people entering to the sorcerer; they did

[this] by night, so that the believers would not know them.

[29] And our blessed father Filopos said, ‘O dark! And your deeds are also darkness, and your
dwelling is also the hell of fire, uttermost darkness, and those who follow you go into the
darkness; but our Lord is pure and all of His being is light and those who follow him will shine

with His light.” And having said this, Abuni felt silent.

[30] And the sorcerer entered while they did not know him. And at that time he flew over the fire
(for) which they had set afire much wood, until the greatness of its flame burned people far away.
And the saint was looking and marveling at what was happening. And this wicked man sat on a
great chair in the midst of that fire and he began to twitch like an epileptic as if a devil possessed

him. And they began to bow down to him saying ‘gad, gad’; and the meaning of ‘gad’ is “We
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believe in you’.'® And they all hurried to sacrifice to that son of perdition, enemy of

righteousness, the son of Satan.

[31] And then the Holy Spirit [came down] and filled Abuné the apostle Filopos, while he was
[still] young in body, and like Elijah he was zealous for the law of his God.'”® And divine grace
stirred him up, and his heart flamed with the love of faith. He called out in a great voice, saying,
‘In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God.” And he said, ‘The Lord
shall rise up and His enemies will be dispersed, and those who hate Him will flee from before

His countenance.’!”!

And [as] the honeycomb melts in the face of the fire, so you, accursed
Satan, melt, and go out, and depart far away from this man who is sitting in the midst of the fire.’
Whereupon Satan fled and was dispersed like smoke. And when they saw this, all of the people

were terrified and were like a corpse. And Abuné Filopos rejoiced because God performed this

miracle for him.

[32] And at that time, the saint said to them, ‘Why do you bow to this mute creature, who cannot
protect himself; [then] how can he protect others?’ And after this, half of them went out, afraid;
and [the other] half of them said to him, ‘Do not do like this, our son, and do not speak to the
people and to your father [in this way]; if the judge hears, he will destroy us.” And Abuni Filopos
said to them, ‘Do you believe in the name of my God, and [yet] you don’t come with me to the
church to receive grace, if you repent and you are baptized?” And they said to him, ‘Yes indeed

to your words, O our lord.” And they made a covenant regarding this matter, 24 men.

' Some scholars say that ‘gad’may have been a term taken from the pre-Semitic stratum of Ethiopia; in the Cushitic
language Qemant the word means ‘presage’ (Huntingford 1965: 10).
' Elijah was zealous for the law of his God, once upon a time he came near to all the people and said, ‘How long
will you go limping with two different options? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him. At the
time of the offering of the oblation, the prophet Elijah came near and said, ‘O Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, that I am your servant; then the fire of the Lord fell and
consumed the burnt offering, the wood, the stones and the dust, and even licked up the water that was in the trench.
When all the people saw it, the fell on their face and said, ‘The Lord indeed is God; The Lord indeed is God.” (1Ki
18: 20).
Y1 Ps 68: 1
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[33] And in the morning, this sorcerer’s wife and children came to the father of the saint and they
lamented and told him everything that his son had done. And listening, his father wept, saying,
‘If it is so, they will kill my son, because the people of that city are wicked and idol worshipers
and they do not fear God.” And his mother wept, saying ‘If he forbids them to worship idols, they
will kill him lying in ambush on the road; so what shall I do? But let God’s will be done!” And

she said to her husband, ‘Let us warn him not to do [it] again.’

[34] And the saint went in the morning into the church with those men and he brought them to
the priest so that they might do repentance. And they confessed their sins and he baptized them in
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. And they all rejoiced when they received
the baptism of Christ. And he [Filopos] said to the priest, ‘Do you know what our Lord said, “Do
not place a heavy burden on those people who have returned to you, so that they will not disobey
and will not turn back from their faith; but order them briefly to stay away from this, [namely]
from sacrificing to idols and from corpses and blood and from an animal that has been torn

172

apart. '~ And what they abhor for themselves, let them not do to their fellow-man.”

[35] And this priest said to him, ‘Indeed you are greater and more honorable than I, because there
has been given to you the grace of God and the gift of the Holy Spirit. And you are like Christ,
who brought Adam and his children near to God his Father. And the word of the Gospel is
fulfilled in you which says, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of

God 95173

172 According to Gorgorios (Abba), in the 1¥ century, there was a dispute between the Christians people (that came
from the Jewish faith and from the gentiles). Therefore the apostels made the first council (Synod) in Jerusalem; the
Chairman was Jacob, Episcopos: they declared three things, these are:- abstain from what has been sacrificed to
idols, abstain from corpses and blood and animal that has been torn apart and abstain from fornication.
(PO HRCHT P77 Jéh 1949° avf:la, World Church history, 1978 E.C., 30).
M50 9
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[36] And at the time this priest accepted their repentance, each in his own suba ‘e [retreat],'”* and
they entered into their houses, rejoicing because God saved them from worshiping idols through
the hand of his servant Filopos. And every one of the people spoke about how they were baptized
and about how the blessed Filopos killed the sorcerer through the word of God, which is sharper
than the sword. And he said to him [i.e. they said], ‘From now on, we will believe that there is no
other god except the God of Filopos, the son of Abraham, Who protected us from the hand of

Satan.’

[37] And the saint came in to his father and his father said to him, ‘Where did you spend
yesterday? And where were you staying while I was searching for you for such a long time?’
And he did not answer a word, and his father became angry and said to him, ‘Does it seem to you
that I did not know what you did? Why do you kill a soul [i.e. a person]?” And the saint said
nothing. And when he [the father] persisted in asking him, he answered reluctantly, saying,
‘What am I, that I should kill a soul? But God kills the serpent through the hand of his sinful
servant. As for me, I would have wished that God might give me the power and strength to

destroy Satan and all his hosts, so that the world may find relief from his deceiving.’

[38] And his father said to the saint, ‘What’s with you? [lit. what is upon you?] Rather, look out
for your own advantage, for you are a child. Who appointed you over this city? For everyone is
repaid according to his deeds. Who are you, a priest or a teacher or a judge? For you have no
authority [to do] this deed, that you should kill a sorcerer. Be patient until you are appointed as a
teacher, and do not have a craving for appointment [to office]. It was of your own accord that

you did this, and so the city will be made captive and be destroyed by the governor because of

Y* In EOTC tradition, there is a confidential discussion between the spiritual father and spiritual son/daughter.

During the discussion, their father accepts/hears their private sin and finally he ordered them like to pray or to bow
down or to give some money for the needy. Therefore according to this context, ‘Subae’, it might be to say,
‘Ordering the people to pray seven times a day.
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you. And the accusers will not say about you, “He killed Satan and a sorcerer”, but rather they
will say, “He killed a man”; and so they will have you killed because you killed their sorcerer

who tells them everything they want.’

[39] And having said this, he ordered them to beat him and hit him so that he should not do it
again, and they beat him until his blood poured out on the earth. And the saint rejoiced, because
it was granted to him to be a martyr through the hand of his father. And his father said again to
him, ‘O my son, do not be sorrowful, for it was out of fear of the people of that city that I beat

you, so that they should not kill you and plunder our property.’

[40] The saint answered him, saying, ‘It is not that I feared and became sorrowful because of this
little beating of yours. But I would have rejoiced if you had killed me so that I would be a martyr
for Christ. Because I became jealous for God like Elijah who killed four hundred men, the false

1.'” And you said, “You killed a sorcerer”, preferring

prophets that deceived the people of Israe
property [rather than] being jealous for God. And you resemble the rich man who did not want to
follow our Lord due to his love of money. And about this our Lord said: “It is easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven.”'”®

Indeed, if they were to beat me and kill me, it would be a benefit for me. And God is my helper

and my savior from all evildoers.’

[41] And his father knew that he was ready for death and he wept, saying, ‘From now on I know
that they will kill my son and his mind is not towards the desires of the world.” And then he
stopped rebuking him. And after this the spirit of Satan entered into the son of that sorcerer and

he would cry out by day and by night and gnash his teeth.

75 1Ki18: 16
78 Mt 19: 24
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[42]And hearing [this], his mother wept and she told it to the father of this blessed Filopos and
she said to him, ‘O my lord, now my son has gone mad; what shall I do? But you beseech your
son to heal him, because his God is a great God.” And Abraham, the father of the saint, said to
her, ‘Please tell me, by what killed your husband [the sorcerer]? Was it by a stick, or by a stone?’
And she told him, ‘My witness is the God of this child! It did not happen by a stick nor by a
spear. But I will tell you, O my lord: we set a great fire as is our custom and he flew over this
fire, and all the idol worshipers came bowing down to him; and while they were bowing down to

him your son cried out, saying, “In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.”

[43] And at that time we were terrified and we fell to the ground, and it seemed to us like
terrifying thunder and lightning. And when [something] came out of his mouth, I and the people
who were with me did not know what was happening to my husband, because his mouth was
shut up and his voice was not heard within the fire. And when the fire was extinguished, I looked
but I found nothing except a bit of his bones that had become ash. As for him, he was repaid

according to his deeds. But beseech your son not to neglect the entreaty of his maidservant.’

[44] Then his father called the saint and said to him, ‘O my son! Forgive me that I beat you for
no reason, not knowing that God has given you power over evil spirits. And now that woman is
begging you to heal her son. And she said, ‘A demon has possessed him, and he is crying out
day and night.” Now go and do exorcism [by sprinkling holy water] for her, and do not neglect

her entreaty, for the sake of God.’

[45] And Abuni Filopos said to his father, “You are proud of heart, [you] who do not believe in
God and who trust in your money (property), which will perish and pass away.” And he said to
this woman, ‘Do you believe in the Son of God, that He can heal your son for you, as he killed

your husband for his disobedience?’ And she said with her whole heart, ‘I believe, my lord.’
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When he saw the faith of the woman, he went with her, and he found her son shouting and
gnashing his teeth and tearing out the hair of his head. He made the sign of the cross upon him
and recited the book of prayer of our Lady Mary.'"”’

[46] When he finished reciting, he prayed, saying, ‘O my Lady, hear my entreaty, and do not put
me to shame at this moment, Your servant the sinner, regarding my hope. Not for my sake but for
the sake of Your covenant which this book tells of, saying, “Whenever this book is read, the evil
spirit cannot reach him”; so in the same way, heal this boy from evil spirits with Your prayer.
[47] And having said this, he exorcised him, saying, ‘In the name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit, come out, you evil spirit, from this person.” Whereupon he cried out like a dog
and the evil spirit came out of him. And at that moment he was healed. This thing was heard of
by all his neighbors and his relatives, that the son of Abraham had killed the sorcerer and healed
the son of the sorcerer from a demon. And on the next day, in the morning, he took this woman
with her son to the church. And the priest baptized her together with her son in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

[48] The saint would heal the sick and cast out demons by the power of the Holy Spirit which
dwelt upon him, when he recited over them the prayer of our Lady Mary the mother of God; and
all of them were healed by the will of God. And fear seized all the sorcerers and those who
practiced forbidden magic, and he returned them to the knowledge of God and to the true faith.
[49] And he would go into the church early in the morning and in the evening, by day and by
night, and he became like an eye and ear for the church. Moreover, he became pleasing to God
and to people; and he was concerned for all creatures, for humans and for animals, and he filled

the need(s) of old women and orphans, and he did good deeds as much as he could, for the great

Y7 Daniel (2006, 203) says, ‘this book should be ‘Yisine Golgota™ because in this book there is a covenant,
“Whenever this book is read, the evil spirit cannot reach him.” Golgota is the place where Jesus Christ was buried,
in the month of Séne 21 (June 28) St Mary prayed to her Son in Golgota and finally she received this covenant.
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and for the small, requesting [assistance] from his father because he himself did not possess
anything at the time. He healed those who came to him sick and from the sorrowful he removed
their sorrow, speaking to them with humility and instructing them with meekness of heart and
with love.

[50] And after this, his father told the blessed Filopos to marry a woman and he said, ‘O my son,
behold, God has given me [other] sons and daughters, but I did not rejoice in them; for [rather]
you caused me to rejoice in all your deeds, and in particular because you became for me a guide
to the kingdom of God. While you are my son, you have become for me a father like Cyriacus,
the son of Julitta,'”® for you brought me to Life Eternal. And now, say to me “Yes indeed”
regarding marriage to a woman so you will be the heir of yAbuna’s house. For to you have been
given the grace of God and the gift of the Holy Spirit.” And when the saint heard this thing, he
became sorrowful and he cried and he became silent for a long time.

[51] And after this, he replied and said to his father, “Why do you think this thing, that darkens
the eyes and sickens the soul and weakens the heart and drowns the mind and wounds the flesh?
Because all will pass away, as the apostle said, “The world will pass away and lust will pass

away. But he that does the will of God will exist for ever.”'”

% This story is found in the homily of angel Gibroel and in the synaxarium. Both Julitta and Cyriacus, were

martyrs in the 3™ century. At that time Cyriacus, the son of Julitta was three years old. The governor of that country
worshipped idol. One day the governer ordered them to worship the gods. He said, I may honor you, and give you
money.” And the boy said to him, “Get you far from me, O messenger of Satan, and enemy of righteousness.” And
when the governor heard this he became exceedingly angry, and he commanded the soldiers to carry him away and
to beat him with fifty stripes; [and they did so] until his blood flowed like water. When his mother feared, he said her
‘Do not fear my mother; the one who saved Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego will save us.” When Saint Julitta saw
the endurance of her son she gave thanks to God. Finally they took them into fire, fortunately the angels Géabroel
came down and had saved them. This day celebrates on Hamle 19 (July 26). @& chéd. N7nAC PC 15 77 (The
book of Synaxarium of January 22; the homly of Gébroel).

9 1m2:17
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[52] And Paul said, “Those who have married will become like those who are unmarried.
Because the enjoyment of this world will pass away and will perish.”'* O father, you want to
deliver me into the deeds and the yoke of subjugation which are sin. O my father, understand,
everyone that is flesh, death will subjugate him and hell will follow. Where are the kings and the
governors, the rich and the mighty, the slave and the freeman and people of grace? The speaking
mouth and the conversing tongue will be shut up in death. The beauty of the complexion of
youths and virgins will be corrupted in the grave and will become food for worms. For
everything will be worn out like a garment and will be changed in an instant, according to the
word of King David.'™!

[53] And I do not think [well of] this world, which passes away like a shadow. And just as a
thirsty man drinks water in his dream, and when he awakens he finds his lips withered and his
tongue dry and his throat adhering to itself, so in the same way the flavor of this world passes
away. O my father, think: When people love it [the world], it becomes hateful; when people
approach it, it goes far away; and when people esteem it, it is abased.” The saint said all of this
and the like to his father. But his father did not leave off urging him, day and night, to marry a
woman.

[54] And when it became like this, the blessed Filopos thought in his heart and he said, ‘If You

182 For You know that in this

love me, O Lord, show me the way to the place where I should go.
city there is no monastery for monks. Let me go and dwell under their shadow. O Lord! if 1

[continue to] associate with my father and my mother, they will urge me to [stay with] them and

will deliver me up to servitude and devotion beneath the yoke of sin. And if I go alone, I do not

¥01C07: 30
181 pg 102: 26
182 pg 143: 8
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know what place I will arrive at. But You know my youth [lit. the smallness of my body], and I
do not know the place where the monks, Your servants, live.

[55] O Lord, send me Your good angel, who will lead me in Your way as You led Moses with
the hand of Your angel Michael, by day with a cloud and every night with the light of the fire.'®
And You saved Your people Israel from the dominion of Pharaoh and his hosts. In the same way,
save me, Your servant, the miserable sinner. For I am troubled by two things. If I go, I do not
know the way; and if I do not go, You know my heart, that my soul does not want to reside here
with my father and my mother. [This is] to fulfill Your word, as You said, He who prefers his
father and his mother to Me is not worthy of Me and cannot be bound to Me.'™*

[56] O Lord, helper of the troubled and reliever of the distressed, O hope of the despairing and
comforter of the sorrowful, O Lord, let Your mercy run to me,'® as I have trusted in You. I have
followed Your testimony, O Lord; do not put me to shame. O Lord, I have searched for Your
face; show [it] to me, because I have trusted in You, 1860 Lord. Help me, and make my feet stand
on the rock and strengthen my sole upon Your road.”'® And having said this, the saint fell
asleep, weeping.

[57] And in that night, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and he called him three
times, saying ‘Filapos, Filopos, Filopos.” And he said, Yes, Lord!”'®® But [Filopos] did not see
this angel at all but only heard his word[s], and that angel said to him, ‘Upon awakening in the

morning, go a journey of one day'®’ from here towards the east, and in the land of Gorarya search

'S5 When the Israel people returned to their home land the Lord had helped them. He divided the sea, and caused
them to pass through; and he made the water to stand as an heap. In the day time also he led them with a cloud, and
all the night with alight of fire. Ps 78: 13
Mt 10: 37
' ps 33: 22
"%Ps 119: 31
"7 Ps 40: 2
**18a3: 6
189 According to Richard Pankhrust, a journey of one day in Shoa is equal to 50k.m. Other church scholars say, a
journey of one day is equal to 32.19 k.m. (R.Pankhrust, 1969, in JES, vol.7, no.2)
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for the city which is called Asbo."”® And arriving there, go up to a great cave and there you will

1 T3kl Haymanot means the garden of the

meet a man of God whose name is Tdkld Haymanot.
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
[58] And there are monks there who are living and serving under the yoke of the commands of

this father.'?

Blessed are those who listen to his words and those who walk in his paths. For
those who hear the words of this man have heard the words of God. And you, go to him and do
as he tells you, and follow in his footsteps.’

[59] And having heard this, Abuni Filopos believed in the word of God and arising [waking up]
in the morning and he went away quietly, and he did not take [with him] anything of the wealth
of this world except his clothes. And he went a journey of one day. And when he drew near to
arriving at the land of Asbo, he met many shepherds tending the flock in the field. He asked
them, saying, ‘Show me the place where the monks live.” And the shepherds said to him, ‘We
heard Abunis saying, “Those monks eat humans!”'*> And you, why do you go to them? Do you
want them to eat you?’

[60] And the saint said to them, ‘Whether they eat me or they do not eat me, what is it to you?

But rather show me the way that leads to them.” And they said to him, ‘Know and understand:

0 It was a frontier area on the eastern edge of the plateau overlooking the river basin of the Awash and the vast
desert low lands beyond. The whole of this area had long been exposed to a very slow process of Muslim expansion.
According to Gddla Tdkla Haymanot, Taklda Haymanot obtained the site of his monastery with the help of a local
chief recently converted by him. This was done in the face of serious opposition by the pagan inhabitants of Graroya.
The main significance of the tradition is that the site was in a pagan area. Its general location and the physical
characterstics of the surrounding region indicate that Tékla Haymanot had a definite reason for his choice of the
place. Dabra Asbo was directly north-west of his native district of Solalos. Diabra Asbo later called Débré Libanos.
In Téklad Haymanot’s gidl, and in related hagiographies of the Déabré Libanos cycle these pagan activities are said to
have been led by the legendary Motélomi, king of Damot. (Taddesse Tamrat, 1972, 169)
"1 He was born about 1215 at Salalos in Zorare, in what is today the district of Bulga. His father name is Siga Ziabo
and his mother name called dgzi Hardya. His father and his mother had no child; owing to this they were not happy.
By the intercession of the angel Michael, they bore a chid.
2 Tikld Haymanot’s reputation also followed him to Dibri Asbo, and when the news of his settlements in Grarya
spread among the Christians many came to join him: “When they heard his fame, the men who lived in distant areas
came to Abund Tédkld Haymanot, they took the yoke of monasticism from his hands and they stayed with the holy
Abund’ (Taddesse Tamrat, 1972, 172).
193 Because there was no direct experience of monastic life before but there was a serious opposition by the pagan
people.
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For [even] the great who are powerful flee from them. And you, a child, you are going to them!!
Reach them, and they will make you into their dinner toward evening.” And hearing (this), the
saint laughed at their foolishness. And he said to them, ‘Do not be sorrowful for me. But tell me
the way.” ‘If you will not heed our words that we say to you, [then] take the way to the right and
it will lead you to them.’

[61] And the saint went his road and he arrived by the will of God, and he found the monks
sitting at the mouth of the cave. And the saint greeted them with a spiritual greeting. And he said
to them ‘Bring me to the abbot of the monastery.” And they said to him, ‘What do you want?’
And he said to them, ‘I desire to live under his shadow.” And they said to him, ‘Can you live with
the monks, not eating good food and not drinking a tasty drink?’ And they used to gather peas in
the field, and they said, ‘See, this is our food, and our drink is plain water.” And he said to them,
‘If God gives me strength [lit. if God gives me the ability], I can [live in this way], with your
prayers.” And they said to them, “We will lead you to the abbot tomorrow. Today evening has
come.” And he said ‘Yes indeed’, and those monks went in and they left the saint there. And
none of them remembered him, because the Adversary made them forget.

[62] And when night fell, he thought in his heart and he said, ‘The children prophesied about me
saying, “The monks will eat you.” But it is not the monks that will eat me, but the beasts will eat
me. If the beasts eat me, what is it to me? But may the prayers of the monks and the prayers of
St. Takld Haymanot be with me.

[63] As for them [the monks], they do not have houses where they live nor any shady place
where they can take shelter. If they had houses, they would have let me in.” And he did not know
that they had forgotten him; and the saint said, ‘O Lord, your doings are marvelous.” And
thinking this, he spent the night where the monks had left him. And Abund, Saint Takla
Haymanot, knew [about Filopos] through the Holy Spirit and he said to his disciples, ‘Isn’t there

192



somebody you left in the monastery?’ They said to him, ‘No one, O father.” And he said to them,
‘Please, go search, isn’t there anyone who arrived at the time of 2 o’clock [8:00 pm], while you
were gathering peas in the field?” And they said, ‘No one.” And at that time the saint clapped his
hands. He became sorrowful and he kept silent for a long time. And he said, ‘O enemy of virtues,
you do not have the ability to tempt the servants of God and to overcome them.’

[64] And Abuni spoke to his disciples, saying, ‘A young boy whose name is Filopos came to you
and he spoke to you, saying, “Bring me to the abbot of the monastery,” and you said to him, “We
will bring you tomorrow”’; and you left him there. Behold, I saw the angels feeding him.” And the
saintly monks were terrified and they said to him, ‘O father, yes indeed, it is that way, he did
come, but we forgot him. Now let us go and bring him.” And he said to them, ‘It is not by your
[own] will that you forgot him, but so that he would be tempted by Satan. What does the fire do
to the gold, except to purify it? In the same way, trouble and temptation are [i.e. they act in the
same way] to the one who has patience. And now leave him and tomorrow at dawn bring him to
me.’

[65] And the saint did not sleep the whole night long, but rather he spent the night standing and
praying. And when they arrived, they found him standing where they had left him the day before,
and he had not moved neither to the right nor to the left from where he stood, and he did not sit
down until it was morning. And when the saints arrived, they took him with them to bring him to
the abbot, who 1s Abuni Tékla Haymanot.

[66] When Abund saw him, he said to him, ‘Come near (to me), my son.” He stretched out his
hand and he blessed him and he kissed him on the head as if he had known him from the
beginning; for he knew [him] in his spirit before he came to him and he saw the grace of God
upon him. And he said to him, ‘Can you stay overnight with the monks, not eating and not
drinking, with cold and nakedness?’ And he said, ‘Yes I can, father, while God is helping me in
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your prayers.” And Abuni said to him, ‘May God help you to fulfill His will in all the days of
your life. O my son, may He give you grace before Him. For you were called, and you came to
share the portion and inheritance with His saints.’

[67] And after this, Abund Tdkld Haymanot said to his disciples, ‘Take this boy to live with you.’
And they said to him, ‘Yes indeed. He shall not come out of his cave day and night and he shall
not eat anything of the fruits except the leaves alone, in all the days of his life.” And then Abuni
Filopos became pure in his conduct, and patient in all his ways, and peaceful in his speech. And
he lived serving the saints with meekness and humility, both the elder ones and the younger. All
who saw him loved him. His food was peas and he did not drink water [freely] as he found it,
unless it was measured [such as one cup]. And in this way he lived for three years.'**

[68] And then, the monks assembled, they selected him and they said with one voice, ‘Truly, it is
fitting for Filopos to wear the clothes of the monastic life.” And then they dressed him, and at that
time they said to Abuni Taklda Haymanot, ‘Truly, it is fitting for the blessed Filopos to accept the
askema [monastic garb] of holiness.”'”?

[69] And at that time, he took him and he clothed him with the clothes of monasticism, and God
blessed him through the mouth of Abuni Tdkld Haymanot. And this blessed Filopos followed in
the footsteps of his father [Téklda Haymanot] with love and with humility and with meekness.

And he lived in this way for many years without being sad or sorrowful and no one cursed him,

and he did not raise his eyes in anger or boldness. And he beheld the kingdom of God with the

" It is a novice that someone who has entered a religious order but has not taken final vows. In the monastic life
usually there is a three year noviciate, adaptable according to the particular candidate, especially for elder people or
those with ecclesiastical status. (Christine, 2002,154).

195 The habit consists of a long cloak (gimis), a leather gridle (qonat) and the central piece, a round cap (qob). There
is a tradition of a higher level of monastic distinction called the askema, (indicating by giving a type of scapular also
called the askema: this is associated with certain monasteries, and is given only to very few monks. (Christine,
2002,155).
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eye of his mind and he saw the king of glory in the mirror of the Holy Spirit and he was
continually greeting the heavenly Jerusalem.

[70] And then Abuni Tékla Haymanot sent the blessed Filopos to the bishop to take ordination.
And he [Filopos] did not rejoice; but it was not out of disregard for the ordination of priesthood,
but rather out of humility. He said, ‘O father, I have not fulfilled [even] the level of ordination as
a deacon, and I have not attained [it].” And Abuni Téklda Haymanot said to him, ‘You are not
inferior in the kingdom of Heaven to those who have been chosen as deacons. But go now and
may God be with you.” Whereupon he went out and the Holy Spirit blessed him through the hand
of Abuni Takla Haymanot and he went in peace.

[71] And then he returned quickly by the will of God having been ordained as a priest, and he
lived in love and performed well the duty of his ministry, that is, the ordination as a priest. While
he was being ordained, the angels fed him as a chariot stood on before the Ark of the covenant
and slaughtered with his [own] hands a pure lamb which takes away the sin of the world. And
then he took from the hand of Abunid his head cloth which is the ultimate fulfillment of
monasticism, and he [Filopos] pleased him in all his deeds and in his obedience to him; and he
[Tékla Haymanot] blessed him continually.

[72] And when the departure [death] of Abund Tdkld Haymanot came near, the monks, men and
women, the elder and the younger, gathered together in his cave and they cried and they said to
him, ‘O father, who will succeed you on your throne?” And he said to them, ‘Let it be Elsa¢.”'"°
And he did not remind them of Filopos, because he knew that God [had chosen] him, and that
after Elsa‘his fame would abide from generation to generation. And then the honorable father
Taklda Haymanot rested at a ripe old age. May the blessing of his prayers be with us forever and

cver.

19 Elsa‘ is the Go’az form of “Elisha”.
195



[73] And this Elsa‘became pleasing to God with all [his] struggle(s). And he did not lie down in
all his days, and when he wanted to sleep, he would sit down in [his] place of repose and would
sleep [just a little] due to the weakness of the flesh. And he himself said, ‘Abundance of sleeping
is not fitting for a monk: it engenders dreams and sickens the soul and weakens the parts of the
body; and he should not fill up his belly with food, for all the days of his life.’

[74] And while they were living like this, mourning the death of their father, behold one

deacon'®” passed away and they washed his body.'”®

And while they were taking him to bury
him, he moved on his bier; and those who saw him were terrified and they sat him up on his bier
and they released him immediately from his shroud. And he breathed three times. And the
brothers said to him, “What were you saying, and where were you?’ And he said to them, ‘Abuni
Tdkla Haymanot sent me saying, “Let Elsa‘come to me and let Filopos take my place on my
throne. For he will be the father of many nations and he will keep the flock of Christ in
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righteousness and truth.”” And having said this, he slept and the brothers buried him with glory.

[75] And Elsa‘ passed away on the third day [after that] and the brothers did not know that he
had passed away, for they beheld him through the window and they saw him sitting as was his
usual habit. And they said, ‘Now he is weakened from great exhaustion. Leave him to rest for a
short time. For his habit is always not to sleep day or night but rather to be awake, standing, in
fasting and in prayer.' And when three o’clock had passed and he did not go out according to his
usual habit, they opened up the door of his cave and entered and they found him in the place

where he had passed away. And the brothers wept and they said, ‘O father, now go where you are

called, from exhaustion to rest, from sorrow to joy.” And they buried him with glory in the grave

7 He is the son of Abuni Tikld Haymanot’s sister (nephew), (Getatchew Haile, The monastic genealogy of the line
of Takld Haymanot of Shoa”. Rassegna di Studi Etiopici 29, 7-38).
18 According to the church tradition, if somebody passes away, he should wash his body and shroud with cloth. (The
Law of kings, article 784)
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of his father, Tédkld Haymanot on Tagamt 23 [October 30]. May his prayers and blessing be with
us forever and ever, Amen.

[76] And at that time, the blessed Filopos, Abuni, was appointed [just] as the dead man had said,
and the prophecy of his father Abraham was fulfilled that he prophesied pointing him, when he
killed the sorcerer and he said, “Who appointed you to kill the sorcerer? Now be patient until you
are appointed to be a teacher and a corrector.” And he [Abraham] said this while he was
correcting him. He did not know that the grace of God was upon him. And behold, he became a
teacher and a corrector and a good shepherd for the flock of Christ, in righteousness and truth, in
love and peace, in faith and deeds, by teaching and by establishing the word of the Holy Spirit.
And he was strong in his words and his deeds, in faith and in worship of God. And he did not
turn away from the way of his father Tékld Haymanot, neither to the right nor to the left. He did
not turn away again and he did not return back from all the commandments of the gospel. For he
used to drink since his childhood from the four rivers of the gospel.

[77] And then many monks and nuns came together to him until that place was unable to hold
them. And he built for them a great monastery, and half of them were [lived] in this cave where
they had lived before, at the grave of Abund Tékld Haymanot, burning the incense and being
diligent in it, with many glories and in pure love and perfect harmony.

[78] And many monks lived in this monastery which was built below this cave. And he settled
hours for the times they should pray for the deeds of the saints and for the house of the flesh and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, glory be to Him, so that they should arrive at the same faith in
His presence and stand at the throne of His judgment. And all his children were fearful of God,
good and combatants and perfect in humility and spiritual love. And they did not depart again

from his way all the days of their life.
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[79] And this Filopos did not go out from his home at any time, and his life was [filled] with
quiet, with fasting, with prayer, with silence, with goodness and with perfect love. And Abuni
Filopos was [constantly] reminding his soul of the transitoriness of the delights of [this] world,
and to partake in the wealth of the eternal existence which is to come. And then when He knew
his [Filopos’s] goodness and his right faith, He wished to add honor upon honor to this Abuni
Filopos, to fulfill the word that our Lord said, ‘For to everyone who has shall be given, and he
shall have abundance.”'”’

[80] And the counsel of the Holy Spirit entered into the heart of the bishop Abba Yaoqob*” of
the country of Ethiopia, and He [the Holy Spirit] reminded him to appoint preachers who would
strengthen the order of the holy church and would shepherd the flock through faith in Christ. And
they did not trespass from one territory to another [i.e. each kept to his own territory] as the
apostles had commanded, except the authority of Abuna Filopos, [the authority] of the throne of
Abuni Tikld Haymanot, the head of all shepherds.*’

[81] He [the bishop] sent messengers to summon Abuni, the adorned Mar Filopos. When the
messengers arrived, he received them with love and he lodged them in a fine house. In the

morning he called them and they stood before him. He said to them, ‘Are you well?’, and they

said, ‘We are well’; and he said to them, ‘Is Abuni, the bishop well?’, and they said ‘O father, he

"% Mt 25: 29
2% His name is first mentioned in a contemporary note of 1339/40 at the library of the island monastery of Hayq, and
he apparently came to Ethiopia in 1337. (Taddesse Tamerat, ‘The Abbots of Ddbra Hayq,” notes 56 and 57). From
the traditions we have about him, he emerges as a more than average gift for organization. He was also fully
commited not only to ensuring a more rigorous application of the rules of the church, in the daily life of the
Christians, but also to evangelizing the non-christians provinces of the kingdom. His attempts were made much
simpler by the work already done by Iydsus Mo‘a and Tékld Haymanot in the provinces of Amhara and Shoa.
2! Contrary to what the text of the monastic genealogy claims, the conversation between the metropolitan and those
who answered his inquiries is not recorded in his gédl. Abba Yaqob asked, “Who was the first apostle in Ethiopia
and the founder of monasticism?’ They said to him, ‘The first apostle was Abba Sélama. After him there were the
Nine saints. After the Nine saints there rose a great man whose name was Takld Haymanot. He was the apostle in all
Ethiopia. From Damot to Togre; his homeland however was Shoa. Presently, there is his spiritual son, the officer
Abuni Filopos, whose appointment a dead man rose and proclaimed. (The monastic genealogy of the Line of Abuni
Takld Haymanot of Shoa’ RSE, vol. 29 (1982-83), pp7-38, and The Translation of the relics of Abund Filopos, pp
81-82)
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is well.” And they said to him, ‘We esteem your holiness, for Abuni, the bishop sent us to you,
saying, “Come to me, because I have something to tell you which is from the Holy Spirit.””

[82] Hearing [this], Filopos said in a voice of humility “What am I, miserable and despised, that I
should speak with the bishop?’?*® Then he arose and went with the messengers. When the
messengers arrived to the bishop, they told him that Abund Filopos had come. And the bishop
said ‘Bring him to me quickly. It is not fitting that he should stay outside; rather, leave [him] at
my gate, for the gate of the kingdom of heaven shall open for him.” Whereupon they brought him
in quickly. And seeing him, the bishop was greatly astonished at the light that was on his face
and the grace of God that was dwelling upon him. And he [the bishop] greeted him with a
spiritual greeting and he ordered them to bring him in to a fine house.

[83] And in the morning, the two of them met together and they sat alone in one place and
passed that day talking [about] the greatness of God from dawn to dusk. And they expounded on
the book of the apostle in succession and the order of their canon, about the consecration of

archbishops, bishops and episgopos , about priests and deacons, about head priests*”®

and lay
readers”™ and church singers, and about all the order of the church.

[84] And then the bishop Abba Ya’qob said to him, ‘I say to you truly, O my beloved Filopos, I
have thought for many years to establish the order and law of God. [But] I am alone in this great
country, while there is no one to help me to teach so many people. If it had not been God who
kept His people with justice and righteousness, how the church scholars established their faith as

bright as the sun, without great deeds of them? And again this country is not like other countries.

I cannot teach alone. I say to you truly, if there had been twelve bishops like Peter and Paul, they

292 Abtils article 81 says, episqopos, the soldier of the heavenly Lord should not be ruled by the governor.

23 The Go’oz text says, ‘aolgomosat’, is appointed by the bishop to help a bishop. He can not give an ordination and
blessing the arc. But he can perform other activities with a bishop.
2% It is called ‘Anagunstis’, this appointment is given for those that read the holy scripture during the liturgy.
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would not have been able to reach the half part of the country, because this country is greater
than all countries.

[85] And now it is not I who has called you but the Holy Spirit has called you to be the teacher of
all the nations. It is not fitting for me to be bishop. It is worthy of you, it would have been fitting
for you to be the bishop of this country.

[86] And now, O my beloved Filopos, say to me “Yes indeed” that you will help me with the act
of ordination by establishing faith. And you [Filopos] be the bishop of this country, Ethiopia. I
say to you truly, you are given the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Come and be appointed as
episqopos as the apostles commanded, to strengthen the faith like me.” And when Abuni Filopos
heard this thing, he was terrified with a great terror and he fell to the ground and he bowed down
at his feet. He wept again and he burst into tears saying ‘O father, why did you appoint me like
this? It is not appropriate for me that you should say this great thing, which is not fitting for me
the sinner. What am I [but] dust and ashes, that I should undertake this stupendous deed!” And he
refused him in this way, saying this word [these words], and both of them wept for a long time.
[87] And then the bishop Abba Ya’qob said to him, ‘Did not you know that David the prophet
said, “My brothers were good and older [than me] but God was not pleased with them”? **>And
our Lord, when He wished to take on our flesh to set free Adam and his children, he was not
incarnated from the daughters of kings and princes, who are adorned with gold; but He was
incarnated from a poor woman who had no home. And when she bore Him, she did not find a
place to put her baby, but she laid the king of glory in a manger.?’® In the same way, He [Jesus]
chose you from all the great ones of the earth. It is not I who chose you, but our Lord Jesus Christ

chose you and His Father was pleased with you and the Holy Spirit called you.

25T couldn’t find in the English holy Bible, but in the Go’oz text, it is found in ‘Psalms 151.’
W61 w2:7
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[88] O my beloved Filopos, see my seclusion and behold my migration from the country of Egypt
into this country; and I, although I did not want it, they appointed me bishop, which is not fitting
for me. But you are worthy to be appointed as episqopos .’

[89] And Abuni Filopos replied, saying, ‘O my father bishop why do you weary me and why do
you break my heart with the sweetness of your words?’ And having said this, he then said to him,
‘O father, the life of my soul and the life of your soul know that I do not like this thing, except
that you wore me out completely; and I magnified myself over you, while you are a bishop, the
possessor of the great throne, and I am poor and miserable. And now, I say to you, O my lord, as
for teaching the people, I will be obedient to your word; and as for the act of ordination, as you
said, if you force me to that deed, I say to you truly, I desire and prefer to die than to live.’

[90] And the honored father and bishop Abba Ya’qob understood that the blessed Filopos did not
desire the honor of this world but rather he was looking forward to the honor which is eternal in
the world to come. And then [he {Filopos} said] to Abuni the bishop, ‘If you oppose me, what
shall I say? Let it be as God wills.” And when it became evening on that day, they came together
into their house. And dinner time came and they both sat down, and they [the servants] brought
the meal for them. The bishop said the blessing, and then he said to Abund Filopos ‘I have
blessed [the bread], and you, break [the bread].” Thereupon the blessed [Filopos] bowed down
and said to him ‘Why do you act like this and distress me? Is it proper for me, the needy, to come
to the meal of the bishop and to sit with him?’

[91] And the bishop said again to him, ‘Why do you refuse me every time that I speak to you? If
you say “I am a servant”, is it fitting that a servant should refuse his lord, or a disciple his
teacher, in anything that he tells him, whether good or evil?’, And the bishop said again, ‘O
Filopos is obedience humility, or disobedience? Please tell me, who will be honored in the

kingdom of heaven, the poor or the rich?’
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[92] Having heard this, at that time Abuni Filopos took the bread and brought [it] to the bishop.
And he bowed down before him and saying, ‘O father, forgive me, for your humility has
overwhelmed me; let us break [the bread] together.” The bishop took the bread and they broke
[it] into pieces and they ate together, and they praised the Doer of miracles.

[93] Early in the morning, the bishop sent messengers to the king, saying, ‘Send the débtira
priests,””” because this gladness for us and for all nations is, like the appointment [as bishop] of
Peter. We have found a man whose name is Filopos, the son of Tekle Haymanot, filled with the

Holy Spirit like Stephen the first martyr.”*®

[Even] a dead man was a witness about him
[Filopos], saying, “Filopos will be appointed as episqopos in the land of Sewa [Shoa].” This
which happened did not happen through me, but through the design of the Holy Spirit.” And then
the king sent his débtira priests and said, ‘Let it be as you say; I too am pleased.” The king, the
bishop, and the people were pleased. Whereupon the priests of the king arrived to the bishop.

[94] And Abba Ya’qob said to them, ‘The Holy Spirit supported me in this matter, to assign
Filopos as episqopos in Shoa, to help me in ordaining the priesthood and in teaching the people.
I would not ordain him, except that God has appointed him and sanctified him from the womb of

his mother, like Jeremiah and John,**

and established him as the father of many peoples.” And
those priests said to him, ‘You shall not do like this; can there be two episqopos in one

country?*'® Because the people might be divided and you, your honor might disappear, for the

land of Shoa is half of the kingdom; [so] why did you say like this? The coming generation will

27 a “priest of the tabernacle” one of the clergy at the royal court. The term Dibtiira comes from the Greek word,
dupBépa , skin or leather [used as a tent] or it means tabernacle [Heb 9:11], sanctuary, [royal] tent, camp. and by
extension and commonly refers to a group of un ordained clergy. The Ddbtdiras are the most educated clerics.
(Kaplan, ‘Diabtéra’ in EA4e, vol ii, p. 53).

% Ac7:55
P Jer1:4,Lu1: 44
191t is written in the Law of kings, Article 171.
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not be pleased with this; it was not like this before us, we did not speak like this, and we will not
do in Ethiopia what our forefathers and the bishops who were before us did not do.’

[95] When the bishop understood [that] they were speaking to him out of their jealousy, the
bishop said to them ‘If Filopos had said to me ‘Yes indeed’, I would not have stopped with
ordination as episqopos , but I would have seated him on my throne.” Having heard this, they
became quiet.

[96] And the bishop arose and spoke to the believing people as God had said to them, ‘We have
also gathered others who will make straight the way of the Word which is true.” And he
appointed Anorewos, Adhani, Iyosoyas, Matyan, Yosef, Tadewos, Anorewos, Gébrd Krostos,
Qéawostos and Yohannas, these are the male believers. When they did not fill up the number of
the twelve apostles, he searched and found a man named Marqorewos from the land of Mirha
Bete and added him to them. Thus they became twelve along with Abuni the adorned Filopos,
[inheritors] of the throne of their father Tékla Haymanot.

[97] At that time the bishop celebrated the Holy Communion and he performed the liturgy of the
law of the episcopacy. And the bishop was like to Christ, and Abuné Filopos was like to Peter,
and they [the rest] were like to all the apostles; they performed the liturgy of the Holy
Communion. And the gladness on that day was like the gladness that happened when our Lord
appointed Peter as the chief of chiefs. When the bishop laid his hand upon Abuni Filopos, our
Lord [also] laid His hand and blessed him [simultaneously]. And the bishop placed the clothing
of priesthood upon Abund Filopos, such as the bishops wear during [their] ministration of
priesthood. He set the crown on his head, the kufar [the vestment of episqopos ] and the golden

belt and all the garments of priesthood that he himself would wear during the service of
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priesthood. And he received the Eucharist from his hand and he [the bishop Abba Ya’qob]
appointed him as episqopos to serve after him.*'"'

[98] And he blessed him, saying, ‘The one who blessed and put His holy hand on the head of
Peter, may He bless you and put His hand on your head. The one who sanctified the ordination of
Moses and Aaron, may He sanctify your ordination. He who made Peter like the rock of faith and
gave him the keys of the kingdom of heaven, may He likewise make you firm in the right faith
and may He give you His authority forever and ever. May the host of angels say amen and
amen!’

[99] And he said to the eleven teachers, ‘God has chosen him [Filopos] to be the father over all of
you and you must be under his authority and hear everything he tells you. If a man offends
against the priesthood in any way whatsoever, send him to him [Filopos]. If Filopos says he is not
fitting, let him be dismissed; and if he says he is fitting, let him [continue to] be a priest. And if
there is an offense against [the practice of] monasticism, you shall send to him, and let it be as he
says. And whatever Filopos shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever he shall
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.’*'?

[100] And he said to those priests, ‘You, be assigned each to your own region, and divide the
land of Sewa into twelve parts [dioceses], just as the apostles divided all the lands of the world
into twelve parts.” And then he assigned and appointed them as teachers; he assigned Adhani in
Damot, Anorewos in Wiéréb, Iyosyas in Wj, Matyan in Fatagar, Yosef in Hnarot, Gébra Krostos
in Dambi, Tadewos in Solalosh, the other Anorewos in Mordt and in Widda, Qéwastos in

Mahagal, Yohannss in Kol’at, Mirqorewos in Marhabete.”*"?

" According to Daniel (2006, 223), Abba Ya‘aqob was come in 1330 E.C., therefore the appointment of Abuni

Filopos should be in 1331E.C. And his exile was in 1335E.C. that means he served only for four years in his throne.
2 Mt 16: 19
2B Cf sec 5.1.3
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[101] And Abund Filopos, he [the bishop] appointed him as head over all of them at the
sepulcher of their father Abba Tékld Haymanot. After this the bishop Abba Ya‘qob spoke to
them and charged them®'* with the charge of the apostles as they had decreed in their synod, that
one must not trespass into the other’s territory. Then a herald went around saying, ““I [the
bishop] assigned Filopos as episgopos’’” under me.” He who does not obey him and does not
heed his word, let him die a death.” And they all said Amen.

[102] And if a bishop wants to do the service of priesthood, he shall come to Abuni Filopos and
he [Filopos] should select and bring [him] to the bishop, saying ‘He is fitting.”*'® And they lived
like this a long time in love. And Abuni Filopos said to the bishop, ‘Now send me so that I can
return to my home.” And he said, “You have said well; [but] I do not like you to separate from
me all the days of my life; but [now] go to the king’. And Abuné Filopos said to him, ‘What am
I, miserable me, that I should go to the king?’ And the bishop said to him, “You were appointed
before the priests, so it is not fitting that you should go silently.’

[103] Then he went to the king, and the king received him with love and gave him much wealth,
but he refused to accept the wealth. Then the king asked, ‘Why did you refuse to accept [the
wealth]?” Then Abund Filopos said to him, ‘Why [do you give] to me, the needy monk?” Then
the king said to him, ‘If you refuse to accept the wealth, then accept this whip; for you are the
chief of the priests, [so] you shall teach the faith in every land where I govern.” And he gave him
two whips and he sent him forth in peace. And he entered into the bishop and the bishop blessed

him with all spiritual blessings, and they sent him off peacefully to return to his home.

214 . . .
The word used is awgaza, lit. ‘excommunicate.’

*1 The Go’oz has “b9°NPA: ALAANA “ a ’according to Dillman ‘A’ is employed whenever the exact words
messages, letters and generally speaking, utterances of a third person are quoated in narration and which is then
appended to every single word of such a quotation, however long it may be, the particle invariable relating its own
accent. Numb 20: 14 (Dillman, 1907, 382-83).
216 According to Ceruli, Abuni Filopos was not a bishop, for, if he was a bishop, he himself would appoint or
perform the service of priesthood, but he was acting like episcopos or as a chief priest ( Ligd Kahanat). (Ceruli, Gli
abbati di ddbré Libanos, 1943, p.245)
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[104] And the adorned Filopos went out from the bishop, and the eleven teachers followed him.
Then Abuné Filopos said to them, ‘Come! Let you go in, each to your own diocese.” And they
said to him, “We will not leave you on the way without bringing you into your country.” Then he
said to them, ‘You have not been commanded to bring me to my country, but rather I have been
commanded to bring each of you to your diocese. I am like Peter the head of all the apostles,

though I am not worthy of it, and you are like the eleven apostles.’

[105] And Adhani said to Filopos, ‘O Abuni Filopos, do you not know where Peter, the head of
all the apostles, was assigned?’ And he answered saying, ‘In Qisarya,”'’ where the construction
of the church of Our Lady, the holy Virgin Mary, was carried out.” And Abba Adhani said to
him, ‘Where did they [the apostles] go about dividing up the lands of the world? Was it [in the
place] where Peter was assigned?’ And Filopos said to him, ‘It was not where Peter was
assigned, but rather in Jerusalem, when they gathered at the Mount of Olives.” And Abba Adhani
said to him, ‘Was not the tomb of Abunid Téakla Haymanot in the likeness of Jerusalem? For
Abuni the master [Abund Tdkld Haymanot] gave us this great appointment in his prayers. Is it

fitting that we should come into our houses without bowing at his tomb?’

[106] And Abuni Filopos said to him, ‘O Adhani, may God bless you, and may the prayers of
Abund Tékld Haymanot make your way prosper. You and Eyosyas, go from here to your
homeland for it is far away, and may God be with you; but return for the commemoration-
ceremony of Abund Tékld Haymanot.” Then they said to him ‘Yes indeed’, and they went on

their way.

[107] And he [Filopos] returned to his homeland, near the tomb of Abund Téklda Haymanot.

Having arrived there, he bowed down and prayed, saying, ‘O my father Tdkld Haymanot, at the

' In the Church tradition, the first church was founded in the 1% century at Qisarya.
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beginning, you sent a dead man [to prophesy] about me, that I should be an abbot without my
desiring [it]; and now you have appointed me to the great elevation of ordination as episqopos,
which I am not worthy of. If this thing happened by your desire and by the will of my Lord Jesus
Christ, O father, I say to you, formerly you shepherded the flock of Christ in justice and
righteousness; and now, at your death, [continue to] be the guardian over this great appointment.
It is not on earth that you are appointed now, like the mortals whom death awaits. Behold, you
have [now] been appointed to the kingdom of heaven, which does not perish or decay and where
[the faithful] do not die again, for you have renounced and cast aside the pleasures of this

transitory world.

[108] O father, I am not saying to you that you shall be appointed again in the flesh, for this will
not come to pass after this, but rather your prayer shall be appointed [i.e. shall be accomplished].
O father, I, your servant, will serve like one of your flock; if I could not be taught by good deeds

and fear of God, how [can] I instruct others?

[109] O father, I am the new plant [tik/] and not trained to resist the burning heat of the dry
season, and I do not know what it is like. I have not learned to travel on the paths of the sea,*'®
and I do not know how the wave and the flood of the world’s sea are raised. I have not suffered
from the flood [caused by] the wind,*"® and I have not spent even one day swimming in the

ocean. Until now my ship has not been broken.**’

[110] O father, I am ready to travel on the sea; protect my ship from its waves, which are demons
who pierce the ship of the soul through the power of sin. I am the olive tree which is verdant [i.e.

ready to bloom] but does not put out leaves and its roots are not strong, because I have been

218 1Cor 11: 26
29 Ac27: 14
20 Ac27: 41
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planted in the midst of thorns. You, O father, strengthen its roots in the depths of the earth, and
water it with the water of paradise, and protect its leaves from the burning heat of the wind. O
father, may the power of your prayer help me, bless me and guide me. And protect your country
through your intercession, for by the prayers of the righteous the country will be saved and will

not be destroyed.”*?! Then, after he prayed this, he heard the voice of God saying, Amen.

[111] From there, Abuné lived shepherding his flock diligently. When the commemoration-day
of Abund Téklda Haymanot arrived, the eleven teachers gathered as their father had appointed
them. And they took off their crowns from upon their heads when they reached Dibrd Asbo so
that they would not go to meet him [Abuné Filopos] with their crowns on, because he was seated

on the seat of their father Tdkld Haymanot.

[112] And from that time until today, those who are appointed as teachers do not enter the
monastery of their father with their crown on, because they are humble of heart, and they were
born [as disciples] to one who is girded with patience and garbed in humility, [namely] Abuni
Tédklda Haymanot. And they did not have their chairs carried so as to sit in them [while traveling],
but rather they themselves carried in love the chair of Abund Filopos, who was their head. And

they celebrated the commemoration of their father in glory and praise.

[113] Then, they all gathered and said to him, ‘Abba, from this time onwards, send us to our
homelands [dioceses]’. And he said to them, ‘May God be with you; but listen to me, what I say
to you’. And they said to him ‘Abba, speak’; for they feared and loved him. And due to the
greatness of their reverence for him, there was one who carried his chair, one his stick, one his
shoes, and among them there was one who held his hand, and there was one who guided him and

smoothed his way. They did this in pursuit of humility. And Abuni Filopos said to them, ‘Now

! Mishafi Dogg"a zi hodar Michael
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let me say to you, my masters; you know that it was not my wish to accept that appointment, but

rather it was by the will of God, praise be to Him.

[114] And I for my part, I am like a servant before you, you whom I am ordering, not from
myself but by the word of God, which is sharper than a double-edged sword and separates the
soul from the flesh and cuts off the sinew from the limbs. And I say to all of you, “Like today
you shall come every year with incense and offerings [qurban] to perform the commemoration of
Abund Tékld Haymanot. And come with your gifts; let it be like this from generation to
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generation.”” And they answered saying, ‘Yes indeed to your word’.

[115] And now I say again to you, ‘Each one of you in turn shall send priests from your country
[diocese] to burn incense at the tomb of Abuné Téklda Haymanot.” And they all said as one man
[lit. with one mouth], ‘All that you say, we shall hear/obey.” And at that time they divided up the
months among themselves to burn incense [in turn] at the tomb of their father.””> And Abuni
Filopos said to them, ‘Let this rule be [applied] with the anathema of the apostles for the coming
generation; he who refuses and breaks this rule, let it [the rule] stand [endure] by the word of
God and by the anathema of the apostles. And anyone who is appointed after you from the eleven
houses, if he refuses, let him be anathematized and cast out from the legacy of Abund Tékla

Haymanot*> forever and ever.” And they all said, Amen.

222 According to Sergew, these twelve disciples divided up the months among themselves to burn incense in turn at
the tomb of their father. Abba Matyas in September, Abba Marqorewos in October, Abba Adohani in November,
Abba Samuel in December, Abba Iyosyas in January, Abba Tadewos in February, Abba Qédwastos in March, Abba
Gabrd Krostos in April, Abba Filopos in May, Abba Anorewos the great in June, Abba Anorewos in July, Abba
Yosef in August. (Amarosiia Méizgéba qalat, vol, 10, p. 145)
But Belaten Geta Heruy said, Adohani in September, Yosef in October, Anorewos ZéMorit in November, [yosyas
in December, Gibra Krastos in January, Samuel in February, Qiwastos in March, Tadewos in April, Filopos in May,
Matyas in June, Anorewos Za-Wirdb in July, Mirqorewos in August.(Wazema, 2001, p.147). According to the
Dabré Libanos tradition Sergew’s order is more correct said Daniel (2006, 236)
> Even Abba Filopos said this, but it can’t continue until today.
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[116] Then he sent them in peace to go to their city. Thus they lived, burning incense turn by turn
and making his commemoration. But later during the time of Abuni Tewodros they discontinued
the burning of incense, and during the time of Abuni Yohannos Kdma they discontinued making
his commemoration, flouting the word of the anathema. [But] Abuné Filopos went around the
country to preach the holy gospel like Peter and Paul. And he carried two rods that the king had
given to him. And anyone who refused to return to the word of God, he would whip them with
the rod and rebuke them by his word in order that they should return to belief in the Trinity. And
for a man whose wife died, he [Abuné Filopos] commanded him not to marry, and for a woman
whose husband died, he commanded her in the same way. Likewise, a man was not to marry his
[deceased] brother’s wife and a woman [not to marry] her husband’s brother or her sister’s
husband; he taught them this, like the apostle’s canon. But those who refuse this, let them be

treated as we have said above, until they return from the way of error.

[117] He lived like this, preaching [the gospel] in all the cities. And in the spirit he engendered
many monks and nuns, and he would constantly counsel them and he would quench their thirst
with [water from] the spring of the gospel. And for the elders he was like an elder, and for the
younger ones he was like a young person, so as to be like Paul, who said ‘To the weak I became
weak, so that I might win the weak; I have become all things to all people.”*** He [Filopos] did
not say ‘I love this one [but] I hate that one’, but rather he loved them [all] equally, as father and

mother.

[118] When he wore humility, he looked like a dove. And when the faithful would perform a
wedding for their children of the priesthood, he [Filopos] ordered to carry them and bring them

forth with song and rejoicing. He [Filopos] would come out wearing the clothing of adornment,

24 1Cor 9: 22
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like a bridegroom who comes out from his wedding chamber.*** Behold his meekness! When he
became meek, he was like one who did not know terror, and when he became terrifying, he was
like one who did not know meekness, until no one was able to approach him. He lived alone,
speaking with his God. And from all over the provinces of Shoa, they would bring him a priest
who had lost his ordination, or a monk; and he comforted them and passed judgment on them. He
carried the weak, comforted the sorrowful, clothed the naked, fed the hungry, and overcame the

proud with patience. And Abuné Filopos did like this all the days of his life.

[119] After observing all this, he said to those who had said to him, ‘Ordain priests [lit.
priesthood] for us; for God chose you and He made you the head of heads, and the king and

bishop empowered you to appoint priests and deacons; so why do you refuse, O Abund?’

[120] The saint answered them, ‘Three things strike me.” And they said to him, ‘What are those?’
He replied saying, ‘[First], I am not fitting for this position to give ordination. Second, Abuni
Takld Haymanot was wandering from mountain to mountain and he found this cave through the
help of the Holy Spirit. He [the Holy Spirit] blessed this cave for him, and he completed his

combat and was buried [there]. May the blessing of his prayers be with us forever.

[121] O brethren, do you not know that he refused this thing [the ordination of bishops] when the
bishop Abba Yohannss appointed him?**® And he refused to give ordination, but just lived
wandering over the mountains like a bird. And I, if I consent to give ordination, I will make my
sepulcher into a gathering place for throngs of the old and the young. And if those who seek

ordination gather there, both the good and the bad, until it becomes a great crowd, [then] the

225
Ps19:5
226 Regarding the appointment of Abuna Tékld Haymanot, There are two arguments; the first is, he was appointed by
the Almighty God and the second, by Abba Yohannas. (EMML 2134, {86-89)
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saints who will dwell in it will not find rest day or night. Then it will become a place of people

who love frivolity, uproar and ease of the body.

[122] Do you not know how very arrogant are the people who live in the royal palace, who show
off in their soft robes and gold and silver ornamentation which are worn out and tarnished? And
for this reason I am afraid lest this monastery of Abuni Tdkla Haymanot be made into a place of
entertainment and pleasure due to the gathering of kings and governors in it. For it is not the
arrogant who shall dwell in this place but rather the virtuous and the good. And many shall come
forth from it, as numerous as the sands of the sea, who will be like angels upon the earth. And for

this reason I refuse to give ordination.

[123] Again I say to you the third thing what [ am afraid of: in the later years, many faithful and
arrogant people will come; the faithful will be considered arrogant and the arrogant will be
considered faithful. And again sinners will be like the righteous, and they will disparage the
righteous. And abbots will not be chosen and appointed by God, but rather they will be appointed
through bribes and through unjust talk. And it is not those who know the Scripture who will be
appointed, but rather those who know secular matters. And they will not stop spreading slander
amongst the kings and governors until they get [their] appointment unjustly. They alone will
want to have power over all the earth. The monks will pass their time in the company of

governors, engaging in legal cases with worldly people.’

[124] If such events took place in this monastery, that place [the monastery] would be greatly
shaken by the turmoil of people who love appointment; but it shall not be shaken. For those who
seek to shake it in vain, divine power will destroy them; because by the prayer of Abund Tékla
Haymanot a great gift was given to it from God.” This holy one [Filopos] prophesied like this,

knowing what is to come through the help of the Holy Spirit that dwelt upon him.
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[125] After this, Abuni Filopos lived teaching and being a role model for them through his words
and his deeds. He would command them to love their neighbor and to do good unto their
enemies. For he who loves his neighbor fulfills the whole Law. And in this regard he
commanded them saying, ‘Give from what you have to those who do not have.” And they
brought to him**’ as much as they could. And he distributed it to the men and women who were

in need.

228 to Abuni

[126] One day during hard times, they took a goblet filled with barz [honeyed water]
Filopos to drink. And he said, “While I drink, this man [lit. so-and-so] will remain without drink.
Go, take it to him.” When they took to him that barz, the man responded that he had already
drunk, [so] he took it to the next man, and he to the next one, [until] the goblet reached all twelve
houses®’; they kept passing it to one another in fulfillment of the commandment of love, for it
[love] is greater than any other virtue and the culmination of them. One [of them] took it, saying

‘How can I drink, when my master does not have anything to drink?’* 1....1 He took it quickly

and the goblet returned to its sender [Filopos].

[127] When Abuné Filopos saw this, he praised God who had given them a great gift and the love
of the Holy Spirit. Then he drank and gave to all the members of the assemblage. And they all
drank and were satisfied from that one goblet which was only enough for one person, for by his
prayer [of Abund Filopos] God blessed the goblet. To his disciples he said, ‘Do you understand
the mystery of this thing? If I had drunk this goblet before, I would have finished it alone; [but]

now, look how it has satisfied so many people! This is because everyone acted with earnestness

7 Turaiev’s edition erroneously says ‘to you (plural)’.
% The Go’oz text (Turaiev’s edition) has mazr, normally ‘beer’, but in this context probably meaning barz.
2% The reference here is to the twelve people.
2% Here all the Go’oz text (all families) has the word tdrdgmd ‘be cursed’, which I do not understand.
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and self-abnegation.” Having heard this, those who were assembled there marveled greatly,

saying ‘Wonderful is the Lord in His holiness.’*

[128] Then one day, they brought a little salt to Abuné Filopos. Whereupon he said, ‘Take [it] to
someone else [lit. so-and-so], because I have eaten tasty food while he [has eaten something]
flavorless. What excuse can we give when our Lord Jesus Christ says to us “Where is all the love
that you should manifest to your neighbors like yourselves?” which is the ultimate

232
commandment?’

[129] And saying this, he [Abund Filopos] sent [the salt] to one of the brothers, who sent it on to
another person, until it reached all twelve houses, as we have related before about the barz. In
this way, he lived teaching them for many years. And as Abund Filopos was living in this
manner, behold, people who know about magic led the king into error. They said to the king,
whose name was Amda Soyon, ‘Take [in marriage] the wife of your [deceased] father; what is it
to you if you marry [a woman] who did not give birth to you? For we know that if you marry her,
your kingdom will thrive; but if not, it will not [thrive].” Heeding the advice of those misguided
people, he married the wife of his father. And the believers in Christ were perturbed at this, and

they came to Abund Filopos and they told him what the king had done.

[130] And Abuni Filopos said, ‘If God has assigned us to be martyrs, let us be martyrs.” But then
he said, ‘O Lord, what shall I do about these sheep that you have given me? If I take them with
me, they cannot bear the suffering. There are those amongst them who cannot handle the journey.
And if I leave them without a shepherd, it will be an impediment to me before God. When I
rebuke the king about his transgression and about the wicked magicians who taught him that

which is not pleasing to God, I do not fear beating, imprisonment or exile. Like Peter I have been

21 pg 68: 35
B2 Mt 5: 43
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appointed a leader of apostles, to be a guide along the road of faith for all peoples, as he himself

[St. Peter] said, “Be an example to the flock of God.”***

[131] Our Lord said in the Gospel “Do not fear those who kill you, for they cannot kill your

1" But, O Lord, you know my conscience; when [I go] before the kings and officers I do

sou
not fear to be a martyr in Your name. If I live by Your commandments with these sheep that You

have given me, I will not hesitate to be a martyr in Your name. And if I go and shed my blood in

Your good name, O Lord, guide me along the way in which I shall profit my soul.’

[132] And again Abuni Filopos prayed to God, saying, ‘O my Lord Jesus Christ, if it is your
pleasure that I should be counted among the holy martyrs who have shed their blood for You and
inherited eternal life, behold, I desire to shed my blood for You. And as for these sheep, You be
the shepherd for them, and keep them safe from the rapacious jackal and from the rising of an
enemy, both covert and overt. If I say, “What is it to me?”*> For I have been appointed as
episqopos . If 1 do not rebuke the king about his iniquity, and if the people see it [his iniquity],
they will be like their king. But I fear lest the sheep be snatched by the jackal. O Lord, keep them
safe in Your love and take them in trust in Your kindness. And make us worthy of Your kingdom
forever and ever.” And when he finished this prayer, he heard a voice from heaven saying three

times, ‘Amen, amen, amen.’

[133] Then, Abuné Filopos gathered his children and he said to them, ‘O my children, behold, he
[the king] has rejected God’s commandment. If we keep silent and do not rebuke him, it will be a
shame upon us and we will be called ‘fearful of temporal judgment” — which our Lord

commanded not to fear, saying, ‘Do not fear those who kill your flesh, for they cannot kill your

23 1Pet 5: 3
24 Mt 10: 28
235 The sense is not clear to me.
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soul.”®*® If the king heeds our rebuke, he will save himself and he will free his soul from the
judgment which is fitting for the sinners. But if he does not heed our word which has life, then
we must save ourselves. And God will require his blood from his hand;*’ for God has

established me sentinel over all countries that he rules.?*®

Therefore, I will go to him to admonish
him. If God allows me, I will return; and if I die or am exiled by His will, it will be to my

benefit.’

[134] And they replied to him, ‘O father, and us, to whom will you leave us? For there is no one
[except you] who can be our hope. Where will we find a good shepherd like you who devotes
himself to the redemption of his sheep?” When they heard what Abuni Filopos said, there was
great mourning and long sadness among the priests, deacons, elders, and children, pouring out
their tears like water and holding on to his knees. And they said, ‘O father, father, we [prefer] to
die quickly in place of you rather than beholding your death.” And he wept and said to them,
‘Why do you act like this and sadden me? Is it not by the will of God that I go where I go? So,
since my journey is by the will of God, why do you weep like this? [Even] if [ were to go by my
own will, what would you do? Can I ignore the Lord’s command, and not go where he has called

me? You, too, you cannot dissuade me [from following] the Lord’s command.

[135] But whether I return or not, whether I am exiled or I die, [the result will be that] God will’s
shall be done. Behold, let Hozqyas be [your] father in my place.” Whereupon they all wept and
said, ‘If his journey was by the will of man, our father would not leave us until we die. But if his
journey is by the will of God, no one can dissuade him.” And thereupon Abuné Filopos got up
and went on his way. Men and women bade him farewell, saying, ‘O our father, alas for us! After

this we will not see your face; we will not hear your voice and we will not find a good shepherd

26 Mt 10: 28
27 Ezek 3: 18
28 Ezek 33: 6
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and a comforting father like you.” And then many of his disciples followed him, and also Abba
Anorewos from the land of Wardb. He made the three-day journey quickly and he arrived at the
land of Sédwén where the king was staying. As soon as he arrived, they informed the king that

Abuné Filopos had arrived. And the king replied, ‘Bring him to me tomorrow.’

[136] And the next day the king sat on his throne and said ‘Bring the chief of the priests, Abba
Filopos.” Whereupon they brought him before him. The king said, “What is the reason that
brought you to me?’ The blessed Filopos replied, ‘Let me ask one thing of you, as to whether it is
true or not.” The king said to him, ‘What is it?” And the blessed [ Abuni Filopos] replied, ‘I heard
that you married the wife of your father and you acted unlawfully.” And the king replied, ‘What
is it to you if I marry [a woman] who did not give birth to me? For priests who are
knowledgeable in the matter said to me, “If you do not marry her, your kingdom will not

prosper.”’

[137] And Abuni Filopos said to him, ‘Diviners and sorcerers have misled you as the devil

taught them, [who is] the father of lies.” >

When the king heard this, he became very furious and
he ordered his servants to strike Abund Filopos’s mouth. When those servants who received
permission from the king struck him, his crown fell off his head to the ground. Abunid Anorewos

picked up the crown and kissed it, and he told those servants, ‘God will strike you with the

punishment of His anger.’

[138] At that time, the Holy Spirit filled Abuni Filopos and he said to the king, ‘Do not imagine
that God shows partiality amongst people,”*® whether it be a king or a rich man; for His name is
‘judge of righteousness’. At the Day of Judgment, He will be dressed in the clothing of

punishment and will be clothed in the garment of revenge to take revenge upon the guilty. And

29 1n 8: 44
MRo2: 11
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also He will be girded in righteousness to acquit or render judgment in sincerity for those who
have been oppressed by oppressor kings to fulfill the word which is said “He judges the world

with righteousness, and the people with equity.”**!

[139] O king, did you not hear what the apostles commanded, that our Lord said to them: “He

who hearkens to you hearkens to me, and he who rejects you rejects me”?**

If they are the
children of baptism [Christians], let them marry only one wife, and if she dies then let him [sic]
marry [another] one if he cannot live celibately. But as a Christian, if he marries three wives, let
him not be counted among the flock of Christ.**> They [the apostles] said this for a man whose
wife has died, and for a wife whose husband has died. But you have acted unlawfully, and we

grieve because of [your] multiple wives. You have done greater evil than this, and you have

become like a stranger by marrying your mother.’

[140] Whereupon the king became angry and commanded that Abuni Filopos be beaten. When
they beat him, blood flowed out of his mouth and his nostrils. And the holy man rejoiced because

he was the first to be a martyr in the country of Ethiopia.***

Then the king commanded that they
whip Abund Filopos with a whip of rope. And they whipped him until his ribs were visible, and
the skin of his flesh was stripped off from his neck to his hip. And then, when they had finished
beating him, his blood flowed like water. And his disciples came and took him to their lodging,

which was in the palace. And the blood of this holy man became fire and blazed up. And then the

king ordered his disciples to be whipped [too].

[141] And the soldiers asked him, ‘Why do you whip them? And why do you command us [to do

this]? Behold, when their father was whipped, his blood became fire. And we ran away so that it

*'Ps10: 8

2 Mt 10: 40

2 The book of Didascalia, art 19

** This does not seem to be literally true,
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would not burn us. Wherever his blood drips, it becomes fire.” Then the king ordered his troops
to extinguish that fire and to pour water on it. The king’s troops went out carrying many water
pots and they poured the water upon it. And the fire did not go out, but rather rose up high as if
they had heaped up dry wood and grass. And the water [itself] turned into fire just as it had
happened for the prophet Elijah when it [the fire] consumed his offering.”*> And all the king’s

troops ran away and told him what had happened.

[142] The king stood up and went there with [his] many troops and he saw the fire burning.
When he saw this, he commanded the troops to stop beating the holy men,**® and he himself ran
away for fear of the fire. Then Abuni Filopos prayed to God that the fire should go out, saying,
‘O Lord behold, you have shown your miracles concerning your holy people. Now [please]
command the fire to go out.” Whereupon it went out. And the blessed man’s disciples collected

pieces of his flesh and his blood**’ for healing and blessing.

[143] The next day, the king returned from where he had run away and sat on his throne and
commanded them to bring Abunéd Filopos. And they brought him, having tied his hands behind
him, and they had him stand before him [the king]. He again commanded them to strip off his
clothes and have him stand naked. The king said to him, ‘You monk, be ashamed.” And Abuni
Filopos said to him, ‘You be ashamed, you who married your own mother like animals which
have no understanding. It is fitting for me to stand naked, dust before dust. Because our Lord, the
king of glory, the wicked Jews stripped Him of his clothes and crucified Him on a wooden cross
like a criminal. But do not think that I am ashamed; rather, I greatly exult and rejoice, for I have
borne on my body a little bit of the passion of Christ. It is you who should be ashamed, who will

stand naked before the judgment of Christ and before His myriad angels. I will not be ashamed,

7 1Ki 18: 35
246 Abuni Filopos and his disciples.
**7 Turaiev’s edition has wida amu ‘verily’ instead of wé-ddmu ‘and his blood’. This seems to be a mistake.
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for what is upon me is also upon you,”** and what is upon my daughters the nuns is also upon

your wives, whom you are upon [i.e. lie upon?] like rams and goats.’

[144] Whereupon the king became angry and he commanded to pluck out his genitals. And the
blessed Filapos said to him, ‘You have done well, because you have removed the impurity of my
sins.” And again the king commanded that they should lead Abuni Filopos around in his palace
while he was naked and without clothes, so that the assembled company — men, women and the
king’s concubines — should look at him. After this they took him, tying [his hands] behind him
like a thief. And he spent that day with them taking him around. And all the faithful wept at the
sight of Abuni Filopos naked. And when they took him to the king’s wives, they said to the
blessed man, ‘O you monk, be ashamed.” And the blessed man said to them, “You women, you
be ashamed, along with your husband who married his mother and transgressed against the law
of the gospel.” Again he said to them, ‘You be ashamed, you who married one husband—[both]

mother-in-law [i.e. stepmother] and daughter-in-law [at the same time].**

250 5aid to the

[145] And the widows who were walking naked with their father [Abuné Filopos]
queens, ‘You women, you be ashamed; for we have been betrothed to one virgin husband, [who
is] Christ.”' But you, you [all] went and fornicated with a single man, while you are fourteen in
number like the daughters of Cain. The genitals that you see on our father [Abuni Filopos] are

also on your husband. And the genitals that you see on us are also on you. If they [genitals] were

not present on you, then we might have been ashamed. [Rather,] it is you who should be

2% “What is upon me’ = my natural body.
9 When Amdi Soyon married his father’s wife, this one woman was both the stepmother (of Amdi Soyon himself)
and the daughter-in-law (of Amdi Soyon’s father). What is confusing, however, is that this speech is not addressed
to this one woman, but to all of the king’s wives together.
20 The text does not explain why the widows are naked. Plausibly, they undressed out of solidarity with Abuni
Filopos.
»12Cor 11:2
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ashamed. For you will go naked when you stand before the Judge of all creatures in fear and

trembling.” Whereupon they took out the martyrs, dragging [them] like dogs.

[146] But the blessed Abuni Filopos rejoiced about all the tribulation that befell him, saying,
‘Praise be to You, O Lord, for bestowed upon me this great gift, that I should suffer for Your
holy name. And make this the remission for my sins.” When it was dark, the king commanded
them [his servants] to bring dogs that could hold off lions. And they brought the blessed Abuni
Filopos and made him stand before them naked and with his hands bound behind him. And the
king said to him, ‘Now are you ashamed?’ And Abuné Filopos replied, ‘O you shamed person,
why would I say that I am ashamed? You be ashamed, for you have been defeated by a single
mortal [lit. dead] and poor monk.” And the king became angry and said, ‘If you have [really]
defeated me, look at me [now].” And the king said, “Where are the dogs I commanded you to
bring?’ And they said to him, ‘O lord, here they are.” And the king said, ‘Release them from their
bonds so they will bite him on his sores.” And the servants did as he ordered them. And the dogs

went running to him [Abuni Filopos].

[147] And the holy man [Filopos] made the sign of the cross upon the dogs with his feet; his
hands were bound and tied behind him so that he could not cover his genitals with them, and for
this reason he signed with his feet. And when those dogs saw Abuné Filopos, they rolled around
at his feet as if to greet him. And they returned to their kennel without harming him one bit. And
the blessed Abuné Filopos said to the king, ‘Be ashamed, O king of evil faith! Behold, you have
been defeated together with your dogs by the power of my Lord, Jesus Christ, praise be to Him.

What do you say now?’

[148] Then the king became angry and was like a drunken man, and he even wanted to stab him

[Abuni Filopos] with a spear. And the queen stood up, tore her clothes, and seized him, saying,
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‘Why do you do violence to this monk? He wants to deliver himself into your hands.’
Whereupon the troops took Abund Filopos and removed him from the king’s presence and
dressed him in his clothes. And they said to him, “Why do you insult the king like this? Do you

not know that life and death are in his hands?’

[149] And Abuni Filopos said to the troops, ‘O my children, do you not know that my Lord says
in the holy gospel, “Do not fear those who kill your flesh, for they cannot kill your soul”; instead,
fear Him who is able to kill both soul and body and to destroy in hell.>* For this despised [king],
what is his life? Even if he has authority over the judgment of the flesh, the life [of the soul] is
with God, who judges for punishment over the living and the dead at the coming of His

kingdom.’

[150] And the king took counsel with his associates [his counselors], after they had misled him
with their counsel, and they said, ‘Why do you quarrel with this monk? Let him be exiled from
your country and let him die there; for he does not obey your commands.” The king was pleased
with this counsel. When it was morning, he sent his messengers to this blessed Abund Filopos,
saying ‘You are [hereby] exiled from my country, and after this you will not see my face
[again].” The messengers arrived and informed the blessed martyr Abund Filopos all that the king

had said.

[151] And our father said to the messengers, ‘Tell your king, “You have done well to me; for you
have enabled me to fulfill what our Lord Jesus Christ said, whom you have rejected: ‘When they
persecute you in this city, flee to another city.”>>* For this reason, I will go into exile from your
country. And you, and your wives, and the people who are with you, will be exiled from the

kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. And me, He will remove me far away from your evil actions

2 Mt 10: 28
33 Mt 10: 23
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and from the sight of [your] face full of anger. And as for what you said me ‘After this, you will
not see my face,” you have prophesied truly regarding yourself, when it seemed to you that you
were terrifying me. Know and understand my words. Behold, you will die in three years. And He

will give your kingdom to your son Sayfa Ar‘ad.”’

[152] “Tell him like this,” said the blessed Filopos to them, ‘and again inform your lord the king
of the unrevealed events that will take place after this. I have received much punishment from
you; and again, in the time of your son Sdyfd Ar‘ad, I will receive suffering for the sake of the
Orthodox faith, like my fathers the apostles. And in this, I will never be sad, but rather I will be
filled with joy. For He has vouchsafed to me to suffer in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that I
may be like [Him] in reigning with Him, to fulfill the word that the apostle said, “If we have been
like [Him] in suffering, we will be like [Him] in reigning; and if we have been like [Him] in
death, we will be like [Him] in [eternal] life.””*** This word and the like Abuni Filopos told the

messengers. And those messengers told [it] to the king.

[153] When the king heard this, he gave orders to his soldiers and said to them, ‘After you have
brought this monk to the land of [Mount] Qorgora® and have put him outside its gate, send him
off to go down to the land of Tigray.”® And you order the gatekeeper of the country™’, saying,
“If this monk who has rebelled against the king comes to you after this to return to his country,

do not give him leave to go. If you give him leave, I will cut off your head.””

42Tm2: 11
3 1t is found In Angot. Angot was was the name of an area south of Togray, east of Lasta and north of Lake Hayq,
embracing more or less the present districts of Qobbo, Yadggu and Wacale but excluding that of Ambassal, which
was part of the province of Amhara. (Merid Wolde Aregay, 2003, vol .1, p. 268).
6 Many Ethiopian sources also report a serious conflict between the Emperor, on one side, and some prominent
monastic leaders, the Metropolitan himself and representatives of the secular clergy, on the other. They accused
Amda Soyon of polygamy, his having many concubines and an incestuous liaison with his mother. In his turn, Amda
Soyon persecuted such monastic leaders as Bagdlota Mikael, Anorewos, Aron, Filopos of Dibri Libanos and others
and then exiled them, dispersing them to different parts of the country. (Denis Nosnitsin, in E4e, vol I, 228-229).
»TUnclear. Why would they put him outside the gate of Qorqora? And if he has already been put outside of Qorqora,
then what “gate” is being referred to?
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[154] As they had been commanded, the soldiers came to Abund Filopos, and those soldiers said
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to him, ‘The king has said to you, “Come, get up and go into exile.”” And again those soldiers
said, mocking him, ‘You arrogant monk, who forced you to come here from your place? And

who impelled you [to leave] your country? Did you not bring all these troubles and afflictions

upon yourself by your [own] will?’

[155] And Christ’s martyr Abuni Filopos said to them, ‘O you iniquitous people, and your king
is iniquitous too — [tell me,] who caused our Lord Jesus Christ to come down from heaven when
he was born from the Virgin [Mary]? And who constrained Him until the Jews crucified and
killed Him, crucifying Him on the wooden cross, and buried Him in the tomb? However, by His
divine authority and power, He was raised from the dead on the third day. And He set free Adam
and his children from the bondage of the Adversary. And likewise, He commanded us to be
martyrs in righteousness.”® But you, you are sinning, [doing] the work of your father Satan; but
we will be martyrs without any compulsion, as our Heavenly Father has taught us, so that we

may receive remission of our sins before Him.’

[156] When the soldiers heard this, they marveled at the sweetness of his words and the
brightness of his face. And they said to him, ‘“We put our trust in your prayers.” One of them
touched with his finger the pus from the flogging of the holy man and smeared [with it] his [own]
right eye, which was blind, whereupon he became cured and started to see. When they saw this,
they all marveled. They said, ‘Truly, you are a servant of God who has been judged unjustly.’
And Abuni Filspos said to them, “Why do you marvel at this? It is not my pus that healed [him],
but rather it is my Lord who healed him completely because of his faith. [Now] let us go where

your king has commanded.’

B8 Mt 10: 32
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[157] Then they seized him to take him away. His disciples and the women that were with him
came and they all said, ‘Our teacher, we will be exiled with you.” The soldiers said, “We cannot
take you all without the king’s permission.” And having said this they went back and told the
king everything that the holy martyrs had said. The king replied, ‘Those who want to go, let them
go with him.” But they made an incision on the face and hands of the men and women, as a sign

that they could not leave the country.?’

[158] At that time the soldiers came to the adorned Filopos and said to his [spiritual] children,
both men and women, ‘Leave off traveling and go back to your country.” The holy ones replied,
‘We will not turn back.” Then the soldiers said to them, ‘If you refuse to turn back, the king has
commanded that you be incised [on your body].” And then all of the holy ones said with one
voice, ‘We will not leave off following our father for fear of incision; we would have been very

happy even if the king had commanded you to kill us.’

[159] And the soldiers marveled when they saw their stoutness of heart. And they started to
incise them. And they presented their faces and arms without flinching. As for the holy man, they
incised his forehead, arms, and breast, from his throat to his belly, on the first day when they
whipped him. And the number of people who were incised was twenty-four monks and fourteen
holy women. After that, the soldiers arose to seize the blessed Filopos and exile him from the

country with the men and women whose numbers we mentioned above.

[160] And the king’s priest*®® who was named Zira‘a Krastos, from the country of Angot which
is called Gumat, became a martyr along with our father when divine love stirred him. For, with
little terror of the king upon him, he did not fear whipping and imprisonment and he did not fear

nakedness, remembering the nakedness of our Lord upon the cross on the appointed day which

9 This seems to contradict what was just said, that he did give them permission.
*% Unordained but highly educated and trained clergyman (Kahaenati Dibtira)
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was Friday, at the time of Pilate, the Roman governor, and during the tenure of the high priests of
the Law, Caiaphas and Annas. This Zéro‘a Krastos did not stop being persecuted for the sake of
the faith until he completed his life in exile. May the blessing of this victorious martyr be a

mighty fortress to us before our enemy, Amen.

[161] Let us return to relating the story of Abuné Filopos. And the monks and the faithful who
were remaining at the time of his persecution divided up the skin of his flesh that came off of his
body like the bark of a tree, doing it little by little, and [they divided up] pieces of [his] pure
clothing that were soaked in the pus from his floggings, to be a remedy for the sick. And if there
was a man possessed by a demon, they would place upon him [pieces of] the holy man’s skin,
saying ‘Be healed by the prayers of Abuni Filopos, martyr of Christ,” whereupon he would be

healed in a moment.

[162] And this our father [Filopos] resembled the apostle Thomas®®' in his skin being stripped off
[from the bone]; and by this skin he [Filopos] cured the sick. And his pus opened the eyes of the
blind, and the dumb would speak when they were anointed with it, the deaf would hear, the lame
would walk, and lepers would be cleansed. And the sores from Abund Filopos’ whipping did not
scab over. And he [Filopos] lived for a long time doing mighty deeds [miracles]. And he was like

22 of the flesh; and at that time he

the apostle Paul, who lived with headache and pain [scabs?]
prayed three times to God that those diseases would depart from his flesh. [But] God did not

permit and did not grant that this apostle should find relief from the pains that exhaust the flesh.

1 On this day (Ginbot 26/ June 02) Saint Thomas the apostle and martyr, who was called “Didymus,” that is to say
“Twin,” became a martyr, after he had preached in the country of India and Kantara. And when the governor heard
this (teaching about Christ) he commanded the soldiers to lay him down on the ground, and to tie his hands and feet
together with ropes, and to drag him along on the lower part of his back, and to tie him by these ropes to a stake, and
to cut off his skin with knives, and to fill the inside of his body with salt, and vinegar, and the dust of burnt bricks.
Everyone who was sick, no matter what the sickness was, he laid his skin, and he became healed straightway (Wallis
Budge:(trans) The Ethiopian Synaxarium, P.536)
62 The Go’oz has g"dsag"ssati $aga, using a root which Leslau translates as ‘rough(ness)’ . But cf. 2Cor 12: 7,
where Paul is described as suffering from ‘a thorn in the flesh’.
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[163] But He bestowed upon him [Paul] the great grace to give the gifts of the Holy Spirit of
many different kinds, and the healing power to remove sickness that has power over all fleshly
people, who would come to him in faith.”** Thus, even while Abuni Filopos was sick from the
piercing of this wound, he could heal others, revealing godly power, and everyone who believed
in his prayers would be healed. And someone who lost his money, if he would say, ‘O God of
Filopos, don’t let it be lost from me’, he would find his money. [The same is true] if his mule, his
donkey, his cow, sheep or goats, horses or camels would wander off. When they [the people]
would lay a ban on the wild beasts, saying, ‘By the prayers of Abuni Filopos, do not ravish our
wealth,” then the animals we mentioned along with the beasts of prey would pass the night
together [peacefully] intermingling with each other. And if the name of Abunid Filopos is

invoked, no robber can steal.

[164] O my brethren, listen to the miracle that he [Filopos] performed before his death. There
was a widow in the country of Zoma, which is his [Filopos’ birth place. She heard about the
miracle that had been performed by the prayers of Abuni Filopos. This widow had a cow, and
she had nothing else except it. She would tie the cow next to [lit. ‘under’] her bed. And this cow

was very fat.

[165] One day, a thief saw this cow. When it became evening, he followed the cow to know
where it passed the night. As usual, the widow came out and took her in. When the hostile [thief]
saw the widow, he became happy for he knew that she had no husband or children, [no one]
except herself. When night came, the thief opened the door of the house, went inside, and
bridled the cow’s mouth. And he took it and kept going till morning. When the sun rose, he hid

in a wild place so that nobody would see him.

3 Ac19: 11
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[166] When the widow got up as usual, she looked for her cow, [but] she did not find it in the
place where it passed the night. Whereupon she cried out, saying, ‘O God of Filopos, my father,
help me, for you know that I have nothing except you. I used to gain food and clothing from it
[the cow]. O Abuni Filopos, do not put me to shame, for I have heard of your miracles.” After

saying this, she spent that day in sorrow.

[167] When the sun went down,**

that thief came out of the wild place. Then he drove that cow
back down the [same] road that he had come, and it seemed to him that he was going to his own
house but he was confused [lit. lost his heart]. When the cow arrived at her original house, she
stopped, and it seemed to the thief that he had arrived at his own house. At that point, he called
out his wife’s name and said to her, ‘Open [the door] for me’. When the widow heard the voice
of the robber, she was terrified and said: ‘Yesterday you took my cow and today you have come
to kill me.” When the cow heard the voice of its mistress, it mooed. Whereupon the widow

opened the door and saw the cow and the man standing [there]. Then the cow, knowing its own

home, entered the house mooing.

[168] Then the widow cried out and praised God, glory be to Him, who had helped [her] through
the prayers of the martyr Abund Filopos. And her neighbors came and asked her, ‘What
happened to you?’ She said to them, ‘Behold the miracle God has done through the prayers of
Abuni Filopos! Yesterday he robbed me and today he returned [it] to me!” And those people saw
the thief standing inside the widow’s courtyard. They seized the thief and said to him, “Why did
you take this widow’s cow?’ He said them, ‘I saw this cow eating grass in the field. And I
wanted it, and I spent the day keeping watch so as to know where it passed the night. When the

widow took it [the cow] and brought it into her house, I was happy, [because] I understood that

2% Mss ‘B & F’ say $drdqd ‘rose’, which makes no sense, but the rest mss yi‘arb ‘set or went down’
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the widow lived alone. And again I heard her saying before she fell asleep, “O father Filopos, I
put my trust in your prayers; protect this cow that God gave me from robbers and thieves, for I

am alone.”

[169] Having said this, she went to sleep. And I was very happy because I knew that there was no
one who could help her. And entering the house, I took it out [the cow] and I went halfway to my
city. And when dawn came, I passed the day there in a deserted place. And when it was evening,
I got up to go to my house, with the cow walking before me. And it took the road that it knew, so
I followed and I didn’t know where I was going. When I arrived here, I thought I had arrived at
my own house, whereupon I called out to my wife. [But] when I heard the voice of that woman

[the widow], I was terrified. And now here I am, as you see me.’

[170] When those people heard this thing, they marveled. And they praised God who had done
this miracle through the prayers of Abuni Filopos. And they said to the thief, ‘Go and sin no
more, do not stray from righteousness!’*®> And the woman continued praising God, who helped

her by the prayers of Abund Filopos. May his help be with us, forever and ever, Amen.

[171] And now, listen again to another miracle that this Abund Filopos performed when he was
alive [lit. when he was in the flesh].”*® There was a certain widow who bred hens and she
supported herself by selling them. One day, a hawk came and took a hen. Then the widow
adjured it [the hawk], saying, ‘By the prayers of Abuni Filopos, the martyr of Christ, return my
hen that you took from me.” And having said this, she spent the day trusting in his prayer. And

the hawk did not dare to eat [it], but went this way and that way carrying the hen.

265
In5:14
266 Sometimes saints can perform different miracles after their death.
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[172] When it became evening, the hawk alit on the ground where it had taken the hen. Then, the
widow observed [it] and said, ‘This hawk that snatched my hen —perhaps our father has bound it
in his prayers so that it should not eat [the hen].” At that moment, the hawk arose, leaving behind
the hen it had snatched. And she took the hen and found it alive without any harm. And she told
her neighbors all that had happened. And she praised the Lord who had made a miracle through

the prayers of Abuné Filopos. May his intercession be with us forever and ever, Amen.

[173] And then, his reputation spread among all the nations, and anyone who believed in the
prayers of Abuné Filopos would get all his desires, whether man or woman. When they wanted to
make bread, they would adjure the fire not to burn the bread till they returned back after arriving
wherever they wanted; by his name it happened to them. If we were to write down one by one all
the miracles that God revealed through his [Abuni Filopos’] hands, we would never reach an

end; ra‘[helr,267 we have omitted them in order not to be senseless and idle for the listeners.

[174] Now let us return to our earlier topic. Then the king’s soldiers took the blessed Filopos, and
brought him to the land of Qorqora (Qorqwara).”® And after putting him outside of the gate of
the city, they left him, and they spoke to the gatekeeper as the king had commanded. And he said
‘Yes, indeed.” And the messengers of the king returned. Then Abund Filopos went down to the
land of the nomads, and they are nonbelievers who kill everyone they find; however, God saved
the blessed one and he passed through the middle of them. And he arrived in the land of Tigray

when Térado’annd *Hgzi’o was the governor of Tigray.

7 Jn 21: 25
268 Taddesse(1972, 82) indicates, Filopos of Dibrd Asbo was banished to Tigre in 1341 along this route, of which the
identity seems quite secure by the mention of the pass of Qorqwara, which is also appears in in the 1454 map
Egyptus Norelo at precisely the same spot: the country of the nomads who were pagans and killed all men(they were
the people of Doba). (Alvarez, the Prester John of Indies, 1961, pp.186-187; The momads people were lived in the
place where today’s North east Amhara and south east Tigray. (Kibrom, 2005E.C., 23)
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[175] And there was fulfilled upon him the word of the gospel which says: ‘Blessed are those
who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’*® And
choosing a place of silence to live in, he dwelt there. And the blessed one used to heal the sick
and the ill through the power of his prayers. And the Lord would hear his prayers and would
perform miracles and wonders not only to him but also to those who called upon his name in

faith.

[176] And in those days the governor of the land of Tdmben,*”’ named T#’amani bi-
*Hgzi’aboher’’' had a very beautiful daughter whose right hand and right leg had been crippled
since the time she was born and she could not move about. And many noblemen wanted to be
betrothed to her when they saw the beauty of her face and the charm and excellence of her
beauty, so long as they did not know of her sickness; but when they found out about her sickness,
they left her. And her father and mother who saw her wept greatly, saying, ‘O our daughter, if
you were perfect like this [i.e. like your beauty], you would be fit for kings.” This and the like
they said. And they [people] told the father of that daughter about the reputation of the honored
Filopos, saying: ‘We have heard about a certain monk, that he disputed with the king, and the
king exiled him from Shoa to here. And behold, he heals the sick; and if you wish her to be

healed, take her to him and he will heal [her] for you quickly.’

[177] When the governor of that land [the girl’s father] heard this speech, he was filled with joy
and said, “If he heals her, I will give him half of my wealth’; for the governor was very rich.

Whereupon he got up and carried off his daughter and many gifts. And he looked for the place

Mt 5: 10

" Early history of Tamben to 17 century, (-I'9°(L’7 present official spelling, but also -I*7(L7 ‘Tinben’, certainly
the etymological, and previously current form, as attested in chronicles, documentary texts, and scholarly studies, cp.
Praetorius 1874, Littmann 1902) is a historical province in the region of Central Togray. Enno Littmann, “Tigrina-
Texte von Tanbén”, (Alessandro Bausi, Tdmben in E4e, Vol iv, p.853)

> Believer in God
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where Abuné Filopos was and [the people] told him, ‘Now he is living in a place of silence that
he himself has chosen.” When the governor arrived there, he sent one of the monks to Abuni
Filopos saying, ‘O Abba, allow me to approach you, for I am your servant who has come from
far away.” And the messengers told [this] to the honored Abuni Filopos, and he responded, ‘How
does he know me? For I am poor, miserable and a stranger. However, if it is me he is looking for,

bring him.’

[178] And when the governor saw him, he bowed down to the feet of Abuné Filopos and said to
him, ‘O stranger Abba, are you the one from the country of Shoa who was exiled for the sake of
Christ and who is named Filopos?’ And he responded in humility of spirit, “Yes I am, by name;
but what do you want from me?’ And that man [the governor] said, ‘May your mercy come upon
me.” Abuni Filopos said to him, ‘What are you saying?’ And the man said ‘I have heard about
you, that you heal the sick and all those who are ill and bestow strength upon the weak through
your prayers.” And Abuné Filopos responded: ‘“Who am I, a sinner that I should heal?” Then the
governor said, ‘You holy men — although you may raise the dead and heal the sick, it is your
habit to disparage yourselves and magnify others. However, 1 beseech through your prayers
“Help my unbelief!”*’* according to the power the Lord has bestowed upon you.” And Abuni
Filopos said to him, ‘May the Lord help you according to your belief — but what do you want the

Lord to do for you through the hand of His servant?’

[179] The governor responded, ‘The Lord gave me a beautiful daughter, and the excellence of
her beauty is charming, but her right hand and right leg are crippled and she has not been able to
move about since she was born. And many noblemen wanted her to be their wife, but due to her

sickness they left her. O Abba, behold, I have brought her here, and help me however you can,

22 Thus Mark 9: 24. Turaiev’s edition, however, says ‘Help my belief’, with the word ‘belief’ repeated two lines

later. It is possible that one of two successive alifs (i- ‘un-‘) may have been accidentally deleted here or not.
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for I trust in your prayers; and accept this gift from the hand of your servant.” The numbers of

2
7 one cow-load of nug-seed, two mule-

gifts that he brought [were] one mule-load of fine flour,
loads of flour, three mule-loads of honey, fourteen donkey-loads of cereals; all these he brought

for him. But Abuna Filopos would take [only] what he could eat and secretly distributed it to the

poor, and he ordered his servant to give back his gifts to the governor.

[180] And Abuni gave the governor the pus from his flogging, searching for it in [his] dress. And
he said to him, ‘Take and anoint your daughter saying, “Be cured in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Son of the Living God; this pus with which I anoint you is the blood of the whipping
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of faith that was shed as a witness of Christ.”” Having said this, he gave it to him. Whereupon the
man went off, trusting with his whole heart and his whole mind. And he anointed his daughter as
Abuni Filopos had instructed him. Whereupon her hand and leg became strong and she stood
upright unharmed. And he said to her, ‘Go and return home in peace.” And the daughter walked

upright on her foot, and her hand became like the other one. And the governor praised the Lord

because of the healing of his daughter.

[181] Then [the governor] arrived, greeted him and bowed down to the feet of Abund Filopos,
saying ‘Behold, the Lord has saved my daughter through your prayers and entreaty.” But Abuna
Filopos said to him ‘It is not because of my prayers and my entreaty she was healed, but rather
because of your good faith.” The governor said again, ‘O Abba, send your disciple with me to
bring a gift which I will send to you.” Then Abuni Filopos said to him, ‘Why? It is enough for
me what [you gave me] yesterday.” But when he [the governor] importuned him extremely, he

sent a disciple called Bikimos.””* And the governor was ha at this and, taking his daughter,
p g ppy

" “BDEF’ say fahn’ meaning ‘grindstone’ but it is impossible, the rest mss say fo/n’ meaning fine flour.

™ He is the founder of Dima Giyorgis Church. According to a local legend, he drove away a female demon

HAmmaéawolad and performed many miracles, including one involving a super natural heavenly light, hence his name

Tékastd Borhan (light has been revealed.). He evangelized the area and founded a church dedicated to St.Mary in a
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he went off with the disciple. When he reached his country, his servants welcomed him. And
they saw the daughter walking; and they told her mother, and she [the mother] went out and
welcomed her and embraced and kissed her. And there was great rejoicing in the house of the
governor. When they heard that the governor’s daughter had been healed, many people came and
made a great feast for the poor and the miserable. And as for the disciple, he [the governor] led

him to a beautiful dwelling.

[182] And early in the morning, after giving him fifty cows, flour, cereals and honey as before,
he [the governor] sent him off in peace. And he commanded his servants to drive the cows of the
disciple till he reached the dwelling place of Abuni Filopos. When the disciple arrived at the city,
he entered a market and found a man who was selling a gospel and he saw how beautiful it was.
And he said to that man, ‘Tell me the price of this gospel, so that I may give [the price] to you.’

And the owner of the gospel said, ‘Its price is fifty cows.’

[183] And the disciple thought, saying [to himself], ‘What do all these possessions matter to us,
if the Lord has given us our food and clothing which is sufficient to us? For we say, “We have
discarded the entire world”; but the Lord will laugh at us in light of all this hoarding of ours,

when we say, “Our father who are in heaven, give us today our daily bread.””*”

Having thought
[lit. said] this, the disciple said to the man, ‘Come, so that I will give you [the price].” Whereupon
he gave him fifty cows and took the gospel. And he rejoiced at this, saying: ‘With the transitory I

have found the non-transitory, and with the perishable the non-perishable.’

cave at Dima, which was raised to the status of a gddam by ase Dawit II in 1395. The position of Dima Giyorgis was
changed to that of a ddbr (cp. Cerulli 1943:1f; Gli Atti di Tékla Alfa., Annali IUO 2, 1943, 1-85,); (Joachim Persoon,
Dima Giyorgis in E4e, Vol 11. P.162)
Taddesse (1972,202) also said, ‘The tradition about Takéstd Borhan, founder of Dima derive his origin from Dabra
Asbo. He is said to have followed Filopos in exile to Tigray whence his master sent him to Gojjam. Here his original
name is given as Biakimos which also appears in the text edited by Turaiev, pp222-3. Basset’s short text mentions
one Tékéstd Borhan of Débrd Sot as Filopos’s fellow exile. He is said to have been still active in the reign of of
Dawit. (R. Basset, Etudes sur I’historie d’Ethiopie, p.10)
PMt6: 11
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[184] Then he took those gifts that remained and presented [them] to his teacher. His teacher
asked him, ‘Isn’t there anything else besides this that he gave you?’ because he knew everything
in his [own] spirit. And his disciple said to him, ‘Actually, he did give me fifty cows, but looking
at those cows I thought, “Why all this for us, because we are [supposed to be] poor?” While I
was thinking this, I found the gospel in the market and I bought that gospel with them [the

cows].’

[185] And Abuni Filopos said to him, ‘It is not fitting what you did without my permission, O
Békimos; having lived with me all this time, why do you not know my mind?’ After this he said
to him, ‘Come now, bring the gospel that you bought and show [it] to me.” And the disciple
brought the gospel and he showed [it to] him. The blessed Filopos said, ‘The gospel is fine; but
come [ will show you!” Having said this, he opened the gospel and he found the place where it

says, ‘For I was hungry and you did not give me [anything] to eat.’*’®

[186] ‘O Békimos, listen! Our Lord did not say, “Do not buy the gospel,” but rather he said, “For
I was hungry and you did not give me [anything] to eat, and I was thirsty and you did not give
me [anything] to drink.” Following this word, [Filopos said], ‘And you, take [it], {....] stay with
this gospel.”>”” After this he said to that disciple, ‘Bring back my property to me, and return it

[the gospel] to him [the man you bought it from].’

[187] Whereupon Bédkimos took the gospel and went to the market, grieving. He said, ‘I have
unknowingly brought grief to my teacher. O my Lord Jesus Christ, help me at this hour.” Having
said this, he entered the market. He found somebody who was looking for a gospel, to purchase it
for the amount of fifty cows. Bdkimos said to him, ‘I have a gospel which I purchased before for

the [same] number of cows that you [just] said.” Then the two of them made an agreement with

70 Mt 25: 42
"7 The grammar and the sense are not clear.
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each other. And the man gave fifty cows to Bikimos, and Békimos gave him the gospel. And
taking the cows he [Bidkimos] returned to his teacher rejoicing, for he had accomplished his

[teacher’s] wish.

[188] O my beloved ones, behold this miracle that He did for the holy people. For at the
beginning the disciple thought about not collecting the money, and his teacher [thought] about
the poor; both of them were thinking about heaven and not about the earth. After this his teacher
trusted in the Lord for returning those cows to him. And the disciple also did not hesitate, for
both of them had purchased the faith that is similar to a mustard seed, which can move mountains
and uproot fig trees.”’® At that time Abuni distributed those cows to the poor and the miserable
through his prayers. After this, he said to his disciple, ‘O my child, understand [this], now the
gospel has been read in heaven through the mouth of the Holy Spirit, who knows the hidden
things.’

[189] In this way Abuni Filopos lived three years in that country where he was exiled. And his

fame was heard of throughout all parts of Tigray. After three years, King Amdi Soyon died,*”

and his son Sdyfa Ar‘ad™

succeeded his father. Then King Sdyfd Ar‘od made a compact with
the bishop Abba Ya‘aqob not to go in his father’s way and to stay [i.e. marry] with [only] one

woman. This thing was good to the bishop, and he blessed him with all spiritual blessings.

[190] And at that time the bishop said to the king, ‘Now listen to me, to a thing which I will tell

you.” The king said to him, ‘Please tell me.” The bishop said to him, ‘Listen to what I tell you

ML 17: 20

7 n 1344

280 1344-1371, some text say, ‘Sayfi Ar‘ad.” His regnal names Nowayd Krostos, Q"istantinos [Constantine]; he was
the son and successor of ase Amda Soyon [.Sdyfa Ar‘ad’ broke his pact with the metropolitan Abund Ya‘aqob by
marrying three women, and thus aroused the opposition of Ya‘aqob (consequently expelled to Egypt) together with
the monks Filopos, Aron and Anorewos (Turaiev 1908: 224, 137 [text]). Subsequently, the conflict with the monks
took another turn. The quarrel with Filopos was about the feast of the Nativity (Laddt), to be celebrated on 29
Tahosas (Turaiev 1908: 2371, cp. 229f. [text]. (Marie-Laure Derat, ‘Sdyfd Ar‘od’ in EAe, vol iv, p.568)
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about Abund Filopos, whom your father persecuted when he rebuked him that he should not
marry his father’s wife. And now send [messengers] to bring him, for he is the strength of the

country.” The king said, ‘Let it be as you have said.” And the bishop rejoiced greatly over this.

[191] Whereupon the messengers of the king went out and they arrived at the place where Abuni
Filopos was, and the messengers of the king fetched him and took him from where he was living.
And all the people of the country wept, for the bulwark of their country and the healer of their
sick was departing. Then they brought Abund Filopos to the bishop. The bishop arose and
embraced and kissed him, and they both wept for a long time. And the bishop said, ‘Praise be to
the Lord who has let me see you in the flesh before my departure [my death], O Filopos.” They
stayed [together] a few days talking about the greatness of the Lord. And the bishop sent him to
make a compact with the king that he should stay with [only] one wife. And Abuné Filopos said

to him, “You have spoken well, but it seems to me that he will not keep his word.’

[192] After this the bishop sent the blessed Filopos to return to his country. And Abuni [Filopos]
returned with gladness, and by the good will of the Lord he arrived at his monastery, at the tomb
of Abund Tékld Haymanot who was his spiritual father. And his servants rejoiced when they saw
him, and it seemed to them that he had risen from the dead. And after few days, a man called
ZaAmanuel rose up. This Z&Amanuel was so called only in name, but not in deeds. For he misled
the king, saying, ‘You cannot remain with one wife; for you are a king, and a king is commanded

to marry three wives.” But [actually] the command of our Lord Amanuel [Jesus] is not like this.

281 2

For His word is righteous and all His ways are straight,®' and there is no injustice with Him.**
This ZaAmanuel [was the] bearer of the name of our God in name [but] rejecter of His

commandments, which our Lord himself entrusted to His apostles whom he appointed as His

B in17: 17
B2ps92: 15
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*283 If this man had not

brothers and inheritors, saying, ‘If you love Me, keep My commandments.
been a rejecter of our Lord’s commandments, he would not have permitted him [the king] to
marry three wives at the same time, saying, ‘[It is] commanded to the king, but not to

everybody.” And in this he set himself up as a personification of God;*** and he did [not] fear™

His kingdom, and he rejected the poor because of their poverty. And let this be far from our God!

[193] [But] where did ZdAmanuel get [this idea], that ‘Kings are commanded to marry three
wives?’ After the revelation of a messianic law? Is it from the book of the covenant??*® or from
the gospel? or from the epistle of the apostles? or from the words of their companion Paul who is
called the ‘tongue of perfume’ [epithet of Apostle Paul] Is it from [the book] of Didosgolya
[Didache], or from the book of Sinods,”®’ which are accepted by the holy Church? When we
searched for this commandment in books which teach about virtuous deeds and which speak
righteous words, we did not find that we should reject his teachings. That is why we called

ZaAmanuel ‘bearer of the name of our God [but] rejecter of His commandments’, following the

>3 In 14: 15

¥ partly because he bears the same name as God.

% The Go’oz has zd-yafiirroh ‘who fears’, which however might graphically represent zd- i-yaféirrah ‘who does not
fear’.

%8¢ The EOTC has accepted 81 canonical books; 46 are books of the Old Testament and 35 are books of the New
Testament. Among the 35 books of the New Testament eight of them are called ‘The books of the Church Order’:
these are, The Order of Zion (1), The Commandement (Tazaz)(1), Gasw (1), Abtalis (1), Books of Covenant (2),
Clement (Qéldmentos) (1) and Didache (Didasgsalya) (1). The books of covenant have two parts; the first part has 59
articles, and the second part has no articles and it narrates about priesthood and eschatology. Didache, comes from
the Greek word ‘Didoki’ meaning ‘Teaching’. It also known as ‘The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles.” It was
written in the 1% and 2™ centuries and has 43 articles. Sinods contains the four books, these are, The Commandement
(Tozaz), Gosw, Abtolis and The Order of Zion. This book has 71 articles. (The EOTC Faith, Order of Worship and
Ecumenical relations, 1996, pp. 46-47; and Daniel, 2006E.C, p.269)

7 Sinodos’, probably the older form, from Greek, suvnodo", ‘assembly, meeting, council’) is the most important
canonico-liturgical collection of the Ethiopian Orthodox (Tédwahoado) Church. It includes a large body of writings
dealing with various aspects of ecclesiastical practice, such as appointment and functions of the hierarchy (from the
reader to the patriarch), liturgy (esp. baptism and mass), prayer, Biblical canon, moral teachings and disciplinary
rules, often attributed to the authority of the Apostles (these texts of the Sinodos together with the Didasgalya and
the Testamentum Domini [Kidan Zdagziond lydsus Krastos], constitute the “Pseudo-Apostolic literature”) or to
influential characters, such as St. Clement (Qdlemantos, a disciple of St. Peter), or Hippolytus of Rome. The S. also
comprises writings of Church fathers and canons of ecumenical councils and regional synods of the 4th cent.
(Alessandro Bausi, ‘Senods’ in E4e, vol IV, p. 623)
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words of the apostle John who said, “Whoever says, “I have loved the Lord,” but does not obey

His commandments, is a liar.”%%®

We could have brought many witnesses about this matter from
the Old and the New [Testament]; however, we have left it, so that the matter may not be too

long.

[194] Let us return to the previous point, [regarding] what ZdAmanuel advised the king. When
ZaAmanuel said to the king, ‘It is fitting for you to marry three wives,’ the king replied, ‘What
shall T do, for made a compact to marry only one woman?’ And this disdainful person said to
him, ‘Do not despair, I will discuss with the bishop; he is not fitting to be a bishop, and in this
cause I will justify you.” The king was pleased by this wicked counsel and he summoned the
bishop deceitfully, saying, ‘Come, respond and argue a case against this fellow of yours who said
to you, “You are not fitting to be a bishop.”” When the bishop heard this, he cried out and wept
extremely, and said, ‘Now the prophecy of my beloved Filopos is fulfilled.” And the bishop Abba
Ya‘aqob sent to the king, saying, ‘Wait for me for forty days, and then I will come to you.” And
the bishop sent a message to Abund Filopos, saying, ‘Come to me quickly bringing your
disciples, those eleven teachers, so that we will take counsel together about the faith; for a man
has arisen among the sorcerers and he has led the king astray as regards marrying three wives and

eating on Wednesday and Friday.”**

5 1n2:4
% There has been no previous mention of fasting on Wednesday and Friday. However Historical traces have
remained of struggles around fasting on Christmas Eve. The Acts of abund Filopos report a discussion between the
Saint and agse Amda Sayon I and his clergy: the Emperor’s party was against fasting, but in favor of a two-day feast,
on 28 and 29 Tahasas, corresponding to 28 and 29 for the celebration of Christmas in the Coptic Church ( cp. Conti
Rossini 1940:93f. and n. 4). The reasons behind that, only alluded to in the discussion held by Filopos and his
adversaries, are more explicit in the Sankassar: on account of both the exact time of Christ’s birth (“... for the
Nativity took place in the last part of the night of the 28th day, and in the first part of the 29th day”) and of the
difference between regular and leap years (two feast days were in fact argued for by “our fathers and doctors of the
Church.” (Steven Kaplan — Emmanuel Fritsch — Gianfranco Fiaccadori, ‘Lodét’ in EAe, vol, 3, p.539). But it is
wrongly recorded as the discussion between the Saint and ase Amdé Soyon I, during that time the king was already
died, it should be his son king Sdyfa Ar‘ad). Carlo Conti Rossini, “Sulle mission domenicane in Etiopia nel secolo
XIV™, Atti della R. Accademia d’Italia. Rendiconti ser. 7a, 1, 1940, 71-98,
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[195] Whereupon Abuni Filopos called the eleven teachers and went quickly and arrived to the
bishop. Then they saluted in a spiritual salutation. And the bishop informed Abuna Filopos of
everything that the king had said. And he also [told him] how he had put off the king, saying,
‘Wait for me until the appointed day.” When Abuni Filopos and the eleven teachers heard these
words through the mouth of the bishop, they said, ‘First let us pray, because He [Jesus]
commanded us, “Pray so that you enter not into temptation;**° for prayer is the foundation of

299

action and the end of action”’. Then they agreed on this counsel, to pray to God for forty days.

[196] When the forty days passed, the king sat on his throne of state dressed in his robe of state.
And then he commanded to bring the bishop with the adorned Filopos. And there was a great
assembly of the troops of the king, the bishop, the appointee priests and the teachers of the
church. Whereupon there arose the disdainer of the commandment, Z&Amanuel, and he said,
“You Abba Ya‘oqob, you are not fitting for appointment as bishop of the great country of
Ethiopia.” And he said this to him three times. And the bishop, Abba Ya‘aqob, became silent for

a long time.

[197] And then he [the bishop] arose and replied through the Holy Spirit, and he said to the king,
‘Choose one of three actions’; and he replied, ‘What is this?” And the holy man said, ‘I do not
speak with this rebel against the commandments, who puts his mouth on the sky [lit. insults the
holy people], and moves [his] tongue to and fro on the earth,”' and also prefers being partial to
man rather than to God, seeking honor for himself. Choose as I have said to you, O king; keep
the covenant between me and you, by marrying one wife; or if you refuse this command, kill me

by the sword or else exile me to my country.’

20 Mt 24: 41
®lps73:9
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[198] After saying this to the king, the bishop Abba Ya‘oqob cursed ZdéAmanuel and he
anathematized him with the anathema of the apostles. Whereupon the disdainer of the
commandment arose and said to the king, ‘Say to him [the bishop], “Let me counsel you [i.e.

299

think again].”” Whereupon the king said to the bishop, ‘“Tomorrow I will tell you what I counsel;
but today go in to your dwelling.” After this the bishop, Filopos and all the priests returned to
their dwelling. Then this man, the enemy of righteousness [ZdAmanuel], counseled the king to
send the bishop to his country; and for those teachers that were allied with him, he should exile
them from their position. And the king was pleased by this counsel. And in that night before

dawn, this cursed counselor of the king fell ill and all his flesh became leprous and he died in his

anathema like Arius,”” saying, ‘Ya‘aqob and Filopos have pierced me with their cross.’

[199] And in the morning the bishop came and said to the king, ‘What do you counsel for me?’
The king replied, ‘You are [hereby] exiled from my country, and return to your country.” Then
the bishop said, “You counseled well upon me. I would have desired that you kill me rather than
to return to my country, but let God’s will be done.” Then he took the adorned Filopos and all the
congregation of the church and those eleven teachers, and they entered into the church. Then the
bishop said to them, ‘Behold, a great persecution has come upon us from the heretics and the
rebels. And now what do you say? Will you heed my word? Will you accept my counsel? Or
not?’ And they all said in one voice, ‘O Abba, where shall we go by your command? Whether we
are exiled or we die, we will do everything that you tell us.” Then the bishop Abba Ya‘aqob said
to them, ‘Do not associate with rebels and heretics who say to you, in case of Christmas, ‘Eat on

Wednesday and Friday.” After saying this he commanded them to burn seven lamps.

%2 According to the church tradition he was condemned as a heresy by 318 Orthodox Church fathers in 335 in Nicea
and finally he died when his intestine was tipped out.
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[200] And he said to them, ‘Earlier I appointed Filopos the head over all of you, like Peter, and
now I am going into exile to fulfill the word of our Lord that says, “When they exile you from
one city, flee to the next; for the cities of Israel will not be used up.”293 When I am in exile, let
Filopos be for you in my place. And everything he tells you, do [it]. If you transgress my word
and the word of my beloved Filopos, may God make you like lost ones.” And saying this, he

extinguished the seven lamps. And they all said Amen.

[201] And then they again lit the seven lamps and extinguished them, seven times.”®* And he
adjured all of them under threat of excommunication not to separate from each other. And he had
them enter into the presence of the arc of the covenant for them to swear again. And after doing
this the bishop arose and took hold of Filopos’ neck and they embraced each other and wept
bitterly for a long time, until all those who were with them and who saw [it] marveled at their

great weeping.

[202] And then the bishop Abba Ya‘oqob kissed Filopos on the head, [saying] ‘So then, O my
beloved, henceforth we shall not see one another again in the flesh but rather in the kingdom of
heaven. However, if you get there before me, intercede for me, so that I will come to you; and if
get there before you, I will entreat for you, so that you will come to me.” And saying this, he
kissed his head and his eyes. Then Abuna Filopos said, with his tears pouring down and washing
his clothes. ‘O my father bishop, let this ink of tears be written in your heart to remember me
always, day and night. O my father, I beseech you and I take leave of you, for you have been for

me a father and teacher in the place of my father Tékld Haymanot.’

293
Mt 10: 23
% The EOTC uses lamps or candels during the liturgy time, but it is not clear why the bisop lit and extinguished the
seven lamps seven times.
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[203] And he [Filopos] said to him, ‘Woe unto me! for he [Tékld Haymanot] was separated from
me by death, and now you in turn will be separated from me in life. Henceforth I shall no longer
find anyone ....}about faith. Woe unto me! henceforth I will eat bread with tears, for I will have
buried two priceless precious pearls [i.e. two fathers], one in death and one in life. O my father
pray, for me, for you have sown me in stony ground that has no soil, and you have planted me
among thorns and thistles.” And Abund Filopos wept, saying this and the like. And then Abba
Ya‘aqob said to him, ‘O my beloved, do not fear; even if we cannot meet in the flesh, we will
meet in spirit in the kingdom of heaven. And you will conquer in the combat against the
Adversary through the prayers of Abunéd Tékld Haymanot and through the entreaty of the saints

of old who will be with you forever.’

[204] And then they gave peace to each other and saluted in a spiritual salutation. After this
Abuni Filopos and the eleven teachers sent off the bishop Abba Ya‘aqob to go to his country in
peace, and by the will of God he returned to the land of Egypt. And when he arrived he opened
the door of his house, and he entered and found that the heaped-up coals, which he had covered
over when he came to the land of Ethiopia, had not gone out for seven years. Let his prayers and

the power of his help watch over us whenever we go out and come back, forever and ever Amen.

[205] And having sent off this bishop, Abuné Filopos went to the king. And the king said to the
blessed one, ‘Perform the sacrifice in the morning on Friday and Wednesday, whenever the feast
of Gena™ comes together with them [i.e. falls on Friday or Wednesday].”*’® And our blessed
father said to him, “What is the reason that I should do this?” And the king said, ‘Because today

is our Lord’s birthday.” And the blessed one replied, ‘Is our Lord’s birthday two days? We do not

*% The word Géna comes from the Greek word, ‘Gena’ meaning Lodit (Nativity); Many documents in the EOTC
say © Taho$a$ 28’ is the feast of Gena and ‘Taho$as$ 29’ is Christmas (Daniel, 2006 E.C, 273).
2% Wednesday and Friday are normally fasting days; the king says that if Nativity comes on one of these days, then
the Nativity feast should occur, taking precedence over the fast.
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say that He was born on two days, but rather on one day. And this date is known by all the
faithful, which is the 29th of Tahasas, not the 28th [January 7th, not 6th]. When we celebrate His
birthday every year, we do not celebrate saying ‘He was born in every year,” but rather [we
celebrate] so as not to forget the commemoration of the birth in flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ
[who was born] from our Lady, the holy virgin Mary, to save Adam and his seed. And [His birth
date was] after the completion of 5500 years since the creation of the world, at the time of the
298

reign of Augustus Caesar,297 king of Rome, whose name means ‘brightness’ [Ga’oz sddall],

and at the time of Herod the Edomite who reigned in Jerusalem.

[206] Likewise, the church also celebrates the commemoration of our Lord’s baptism at a certain
time every year so that the next generation will not forget [about Christ’s baptism]. If our Lord’s
baptism were not one””’ — which was in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar,’” and
when Herod the Third was king of Galilee, and when Caiaphas and Annas were the high priests —
so that our document of sin might be erased (Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances)™' and
our old creation would be renewed through our [re]birth from Her [Mary] and from the Holy
Spirit.**> [Even though] we celebrate the commemoration of the crucifixion, death, and
resurrection of the Lord every year, it is not that He is crucified, dies, and is resurrected every
year. Rather, he was crucified once, died, and was resurrected. And after this He will not die
again, as it has been said, ‘Death cannot hold him.”** But we shall act so as to commemorate, for

those who come after us, the existence of a true thing, [namely] that He was born, baptized,

T Lu2: 1

% Actually the Latin word augustus means ‘consecrated, dignified’.

%9 There seems to be no ‘then’-clause to accompany this ‘if’-clause.

O Lu3:

1 Col 2: 14

392 The original birth of Adam is said to have been accompanied by a ‘document of sin’, which is now erased by the
second birth, from Mary. The ‘old creation’ is our existence before the coming of Christ; it is ‘renewed’ when we are
reborn to become a new creation.

**Ro6:9
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crucified, died, and was resurrected, for those who are after us.’® But you said, O king,

‘Celebrate the feast of Christmas on the Eve of Christmas,

[207] which is Gena, by administering the Eucharist at dawn and by rejoicing in the eating of fat
foods.” But the Book of the Apostles commands fasting [on Christmas Eve?], and abstaining
from eating meat and drinking wine, and offering of the Eucharist as [is done] on fasting days®”
and in the 40 holy days [of Lent] and on the day that is the eve of [Christ’s] baptism.**® Therefore

I do not accept your command, for me to abandon the command of the book.’

[208] And the king said to him, ‘You always disregard the king’s word. So, in what way does the
book say that He [Jesus] was born on this day? If you will not agree with me, be exiled from my
country. But if you agree with me, I will honor you.” And Abuni Filopos said to him, ‘O king, by
saying “He was born,” do you want to eat without understanding the meaning? If you don’t want
to understand the power of this thing, eat during the 40 fasting [days], Friday and Wednesday,
and after that you will fast. But I do not want your honor and I shall not hear your words. For you
have violated the word of [your] oath and you have broken your covenant whereby you said, ‘I
will only marry one woman’; but now you have married many and you have told a lie before
God, not man. And I will not consent or agree about eating on Christmas. I would rather be

exiled for the sake of the faith. Do with me as you wish.’

[209] The king commanded him to be exiled. And they exiled him along with the eleven
teachers, his disciples, to the land of the Ardmayat [gentile], and they left him there. And he

[Abuni Filopos] stayed there with his students for three months eating grass like an animal. One

3% This phrase ‘for those who are after us’ appears to be a repetition of what was just said in the text.

3% On fasting days and Lent the Eucharist is not administered in the morning.
3% Haymanoti Abaw Zi $ildstu mot (The Faith of the Fathers of 318)
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day a pagan®®’ drew his bow to shoot Abuni Filopos and kill him. A widow stretched out her
hand and said, ‘Leave my teacher’; whereupon the arrow entered and pierced her arm and the
holy woman died. And the word was fulfilled that our savior said, ‘He who gives up his life for

his friend.”**® And the holy man cursed the pagan, whereupon he split [in two] and died.

[210] After three months, they told the king about the monks and nuns that had been killed. The
king commanded [his servants] to bring Filopos. And they found him casting out demons,
whereupon they took him along with the eleven teachers, his disciples, and brought him in to the
king’s presence. When he arrived to the king, he [the king] said to him, ‘Do you [still] not heed
my word about Christmas?’ And Filopos responded, ‘Have you [still] not heeded the word of the
Book that says, “Do not collaborate with the gentiles who say ‘Let us eat and drink, [for]

. 309
tomorrow we die’”?’

[211] And he said again ‘You [all], be watchful and do not break the fast in case of holidays.
Because of this matter, I have already been exiled before. [But] you, you who exiled me for the
sake of faith, you have not turned aside from your error, and I have not changed my faith and my
previous stance. Do with me as you wish.” At that time the king commanded [his servants] to
take the blessed one from his palace and set him in the middle of an island that is found in Lake
Zoway"'? until he would recant [and agree] with the king’s will. And if he would not heed the

king’s command, let him die an evil death there.

[212] And after this they took Abund Filopos and brought him there and bound him in chains.

And he stayed there chained for six months. And God performed miracles and wonders through

37 The Go’oz text said, ‘Tanbalatawi’; and according to Getatchew Haile translation, he was ‘Muslim’ (Getatchew
Haile, The Translation of the Relics of Abuni Filopos of Shoa, p.104)
308 )
IJn 15:13
% 1Cor 15:32
319 The copiest said sometimes ‘Zoy’ and sometimes ‘Zoway’
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[lit. upon] his hands, until all who called upon his name and believed in his prayers were healed
from all their illness[es]. And among the miracles and wonders of Abunid Filopos that he

performed while he was at Ziway [are the following]:

[213] At the gate of the seashore, there was a pagan who did not believe in Christ. And he had
one child who was possessed by a demon, and it drove him [the child] very mad. Many
magicians were unable heal [him]. One day [that evil spirit] shouted through the mouth of this
child, saying, ‘If the chained Filopos does not come, I will not come out.” When the pagan father
of this boy heard these words from the mouth of this boy who was possessed by a demon, he
arose and searched for [the place] where Abuni Filopos was. And he found the holy one with his
leg bound in iron chains. And the pagan said to Abund Filopos, ‘O father, help me. Come with
me; for [the evil spirit] has possessed my son and has driven him mad.” And Abuni Filopos said
to him, ‘I cannot go, for I am chained.” And the pagan replied, ‘If you do not come with me, my

child will die.”

[214] Abuné Filopos replied, ‘Even if I come, if you do not believe in the faith of Christ, he will
not be healed.” And the man said to him,*'" “If my son is healed by your prayers I will do
everything you tell me.” Then the holy man took water and washed his hands, and he gave the
pagan [the water] and he said to him, ‘Go and sprinkle your son, saying, “In the name of Christ,
the Son of the living God, who was begotten from the holy virgin Mary, you demon, depart! says
to you the chained Filopos for the sake of His holy name.” And when the child is healed, come to
me together with this son of yours, your wife and all the people of your household, to be baptized

in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.’

31 Turaiev’s edition has ‘said to them’.
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[215] When that pagan arrived to his house, he found his son cutting his flesh with stones. When
the demon saw his father holding the water with which the holy [Filopos] had washed, the demon
yelled through the mouth of the child, saying, ‘O Filopos, first you cast me out from the son of
Marit. And when you cast me out from him, I left that country because of you, and I fled here.
And fleeing, I did not enter a house of the faithful, but rather I entered the house of a pagan. So,
what shall I say? Only do not burn me with the fire of your prayers; because of you, I will depart
quickly.” When the pagan heard those words of the demon, he sprinkled his son, saying, ‘I
sprinkle you in the name of Jesus Christ, about whom Filopos preaches.” Whereupon the demon
departed from the child, burning like fire, and then he disappeared like smoke. Soon after, the

child woke up and they gave him something to eat. And at that time he was healed.

[216] When the pagan wanted to be baptized with all the people of his household, his relatives
came and said to him, “Why do you abandon your faith by reason of this little deed?’ Because of
this, he decided not to go to our father and he did not believe in Christ. When Satan saw this
thing, that the pagan did not believe in Christ, he brought seven other demons that were more evil
than the first. And they entered and they took possession of his child, his wife, and all the people
of his household. Then this pagan wept saying, ‘If I were to go [to him], he would not accept me,

299

for I did not obey his command that he said me, “Take Christ’s baptism.”” The pagan sought to
offer another reason, saying, ‘Let me go and say that the demon refused to leave my child, let
alone to come out from him, and [from] my wife who is crazy,’'* and from all the people of my

household.” And adopting this plan which is false, the pagan went to the holy Filopos, and he told

him what we have said earlier.

312 Tyraiev’s edition says ‘‘dmnehu basit ‘dbdt’” Come out from him, the crazy woman’, which makes no sense.

Either ‘Come out from him, the crazy man’ or ‘Come out from her, the crazy woman’.
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[217] At that time the holy Filopos understood through the Holy Spirit that dwelt upon him, and
he said to the pagan, “Why do you lie and tell me deceptive things and words? Do you think that
I do not see through you? For the spirit of God is upon me, who knows the hidden [things] and
reveals everything of the heart. O son of destruction, listen, O son of destruction, didn’t your
relatives say to you, “Why do you abandon the law of your fathers by reason of this little deed?”
And when you listened to those words, you decided not to come to me. And for this reason, God
allowed the demons to dwell in your house. For everyone is repaid according to what he has

done.’

[218] When this pagan heard these words, he fell on his face and bowed down before Abuna
Filopos. And he said to him, ‘O father, forgive me. I did wrong and I did not know that you are
omniscient [all-knowing] like God who knows the hidden things which are inside the heart of
man. But have mercy upon me. After this, I will do everything that you tell me, and I will not

transgress your commands.’

[219] And Abuni Filopos said to that pagan, ‘How can you compare me, a person such as
yourself, to God? For I am dust and ashes, who is chained for the sake of Christ, preaching the
faith in His name. But, know yourself. You lied once. Do not sin anymore so that nothing worse
will befall you.” And saying this, he took the water and washed his [own] bound hands and feet.
And he told him, ‘Go, taking water, and sprinkle him [to do exorcism] like before.” And that
pagan went off joyfully. And he found his child, wife, and the people of his household biting

each other like dogs.

[220] And he stood at the gate of his house, and first he called out, saying, ‘In the name of the
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit that Filopos believes in, I too believe in Him. O you evil

spirits, leave my house.” And having said this he sprinkled them all. Whereupon the demons fled
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from them. And it was quiet in that [house]. Then that pagan took his wife, his children, and all
the people of his household and went to Abuni Filopos. When they arrived to him, they believed
in our Lord. And he baptized them all, and he commanded them to partake of Christ’s flesh and
blood. And after partaking of the Eucharist they went in peace to their homes. And they
continued to believe in Christ until the day of their death. And afterwards they brought him to the

island of Ziway, and six months went by and he was [still] chained.

[221] And the king sent messengers to bring Abuni Filopos. When they brought him the king
said, ‘Now, will you not collaborate with me?” And he replied, ‘For what reason should I
collaborate with what you say, “Eat on Wednesdays and Fridays”?’ If I collaborate with you
when you are doing things like this, it is better for me to die.” When the king heard this, he
became furious® " at Filopos and at all the Orthodox fathers or who were of the Orthodox faith *'*
who had been cooperating with our father. The king ordered them to be separated. He said, ‘My
soldiers, go down from these people who are cooperating with this monk, so that we may fight
with those [other?] people who have become an enemy to me through the advice of this monk.’

At that time, these Orthodox fathers went down taking®"

tree bark, saying, ‘We are the people of
God.” And their number was 10,000,000.>'° And the king’s solders went down taking [their]

canteens (of water), saying, ‘We are the king’s soldiers.” And the king’s soldiers were

313 Here the text has ‘and he said’, which does not seem to make sense.
' The Go’oz says ‘Rotuani Haymanot’; The book of the translation of the rilics of Abuni Filopos narrates the
following, “When they saw Abuni Filopos exiled to one land after another all the (army called) HIld Zaq"nin who
were of the Orthodox faith, shouted saying, ‘What is the crime of the blessed Abuné Filspos that they exile him to
one land after another? We too, will die with him by the death he will suffer.” When the king heard this, he gave an
order that the d114 Z4q"nin and his private soldiers be separated from each other. At that time the d114 Zdq"nin came
down, bonneted with barks of trees (and) saying ‘We are the dll14 Zdq™ nin who do not celebrate the Nativity of
Christ on two days, as Abuni Filopos has objected.’(Getatchew Haile recorded, The Translation of the Rilics of
Abuni Filopos of shoa, p.105). Getatchew Haile says these ‘dlld Z&q"nin’ are probably levies who came from
different regions.
313 The verb is tdgsilomu, a gerund from tiqdssdld, whose meaning is not clear in this context. It must be possible to
tdqdssdld both tree bark and a canteen of water, since the same verb form occurs twice; this suggests the translation
‘take’, but this meaning does not appear in the dictionary. It is also not clear what is meant here by ‘go down’.
31%1n Go’az, we would read this as #2 2/fit;(Kidanewold Kifle says this number f,0: AAG or AAG: V)
Getatchew Haile translates as 1000 myriads.
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3,000,000.*"” And the king commanded them to bring him a horse for him to mount to fight

[against those people].

8 and

[222] Whereupon the queen arose and ran into his royal tent. And her clothes were torn;”!
she took hold of him said, ‘Is it true that you said “I will fight with the people of God”? This is
not a good idea.” And when she said this to him, he abandoned [this idea]. And [he said], “What
should I do with this monk? If I leave him, he will misguide all the people and he will turn them
toward him. Rather, let him be exiled and let him not dwell in my palace or in his monastery.’
And then, he commanded them to take him [Abuni Filopos] down to a town in Damot called
Gimasqe,””” which was a town of pagans. And he said, After you deliver him there, kill him and
we will be rid of him.” And at the moment that the king commanded [this], they took the holy

Filopos to that town whose name we have just mentioned. And he stayed there for one year

preaching the word of the faith.

[223] One day when the blessed Filopos was on the downhill road of Gédmasqe, there came upon
him a brigand among the black-faced pagans, and taking [his] spear and shield, he came rushing
[upon him]. And he approached face-to-face with Abuné Filopos. At that time the holy man
cursed him with the sign of cross, saying, ‘May God bring you low and split you into two parts.’
At that time that black person rushed upon him, wanting to throw his spear at the holy man. But
while he was rushing down, he split in two, holding the spear in his right hand and the shield in
his left hand; one half of his body remained suspended above, while the other half of his body
together with his legs remained on the ground.*** Whereupon this accursed person cried out,

saying, ‘I considered bringing death upon God’s holy man, [and so] all this has befallen me.’

37 In Go’ez, we would read this as Sdldstu a‘olafat, which Getatchew Haile translates as 300 myriads. These
numbers are surely enormously exaggerated.
3%[n other mss we read ‘his clothes’ but it is not explained why the king’s clothes are torn.
319 The text sometimes mistakenly says “Damascus”.
320 Was he split in half vertically or horizontally? The text seems to imply both things.
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And saying this, he collapsed and died. And all the faithful who saw and heard [this] were afraid,
and they praised God who works miracles and wonders through the hand of His servant, the holy

Abuni Filopos.

[224] After one®?' year, a bishop named Abba Silama®** came from the land of Egypt. Upon
arriving there, he assembled all the dignitaries of the church and said to the king, “Where is the
bishop, the high priest and the first martyr? For the Holy Spirit [told me] of his virtue through the
mouth of the bishop Abba Ya‘aqob, saying, “You will find a man of God named Filopos, who is
the pillar and the foundation of the holy church. For his sake the rain falls on the earth, and the
trees of the forest give fruit, and the blessing of milk, honey, and grain is given to mankind, and
the grass to animals. If he is not to be found in the land of Ethiopia, the whole country will

perish. But his prayer is accepted like incense before God, to protect her [Ethiopia] from

3! Ms ‘D’ and ‘H’ say omdohri ‘0 ‘amit (after four years), but the rest mss say omdohrd ‘&’ ‘amit (after one year)
this difference maybe happened by calligraphically.

322 Abba Silama (also known as Sélama Mdtdirg"am, ‘Silama the Translator’, sometimes Barhand Azeb, lit. ‘the
light of the South’, or Sidlama . IT) was Metropolitan of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tawahodo Church from 1350 (Conti
Rossini) or 1348 (Chaine), under ase Sayfa Ar‘ad, to 1388 or 1390, respectively (for a date before 13 August 1388,
Fiaccadori 1989: 151, 163). He succeeded abund Ya‘aqob, who had been expelled in 1344, and was followed by
abund Birtalomewos. At the very beginning of his career, Sdlama was involved in protecting abuné Filopos of Débra
Libanos of Siawa from the exile to which he had been condemned by Siyfi Ar‘ad; this fact, in turn, must be viewed
in the framework of the tie established between Débréd Libanos and the Coptic Church, in an anti-Ewostatean (anti-
Sabbath) function. Sdlama’s predominantly “Egyptian” activity, amply demonstrated by his restless activity as
translator or promoter of translations of texts from Egyptian Arabic into Go’oz (which brought him his nickname
Mditirg"am), should be considered in the same perspective. Apart from a great number of translations from Arabic
into Ga'az, Sélama is credited with one original writing, the “Homily on the deceased” This is read over the dead,
after the prayer upon them). It was first published by Conti Rossini (1904: 248-52, no. 18). This work is inserted in
all copies of the Mdshafi gonzdt. Among the most important activities of Sélama is the revised translation of the
Go'oz Old Testament. This revision, called since Dillmann the “Vulgar recension”, was made during the 14th cent.
on the basis of an Arabic text, which itself was revised after the Syriac version (PSitta) and therefore gives a false
impression of original “Syriac” readings (cp. Bible translation; Syrian infl uences). The translations ascribed to
Sdlama are Hagiographies, Homilies, MdShafd gobrd homamat, Filkesyus and the like. (Paolo Marrassini,‘Sélama’
in E4e vol. IV, pp.488-89; Carlo Conti Rossini, 1904, RRALm ser. 5a, 13; Taddese, 1970, JES 8).
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affliction.” And you, O king, do all that he tells you and do not trespass against his words, for the

Holy Spirit has appointed him, like Peter, [to be] the head of apostles and the head of heads.”**

[225] And the archbishop [Abba Ya‘oqob] said to me, “You are blessed, you who go to meet
God’s holy one, Filopos; for I always see the Holy Spirit descending upon him time and again,
and the angels placing three crowns on his head. Blessed is he whose lot it is [lit. who receives
the lot] to salute his hands and feet. Where is [the one who is] the country’s strength, the bulwark
of the faith, the healer of the sick? Where is the strength of the weak, the consoler of the
brokenhearted? Where is [the one who is] a father to the orphan [lit. child of a dead person], and
who ends the troubles of the elderly, and who judges the oppressed with truth and

righteousness?’

When the bishop said all this and the like to the king, the king was terrified and dumbfounded.
And then the king spoke to the bishop [saying], ‘When this Filopos disputed my words and
disobeyed my commands, I exiled him from his seat and I commanded him to be settled in

another town which is under my authority.’

[226] Then the bishop said, ‘Unless Filopos is present here, I cannot perform the service of
priesthood.” Whereupon the king sent messengers to bring him. And the messengers found him
in the town of Gédmasqge, teaching the people. And the king’s messengers brought the holy
Filopos to his palace. And the king sent for the bishop to come to him for a meeting. And the

bishop and the dignitaries of the church came, and he met Abund Filopos and he greeted him

33 The Go’oz text says, ‘ra’asd ra usan, ‘atradomas’, ‘ligi ligawant’ (Getatchew Haile, Geneaology, p.15). The
abbot of the monastery of Martuld Maryam bears this title (Claire Bosc-Tiesse, ‘Martuld Maryam’ in E4e, Vol.IIl,
p.801) ; but unlikely Berry (1976, 300) said, ‘Ras’ was the second highest rank and title (after nogus) in the feudal-
military hierarchy of the Ethiopian empire. The exact time of its introduction is unknown. Like many other Ethiopian
titles, it could be of military origin, with reference to a supreme commanding position (Berry, 1976. PhD thesis,
Boston University).
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with a spiritual greeting. After this, they held a great convocation. And the bishop said to Abuni

Filopos and to all the dignitaries, ‘Whatever Abba Ya‘aqob bound, he has loosed to me.***

[227] And now, collaborate with the king according to the rule of the orthodox faith.” And the
blessed Filopos arose and said to the bishop, ‘If he is upright in [his] faith, we will collaborate
[with him]; but if he is going to abrogate the faith for fear of his kingdom, we will not
collaborate. And the anathema of Abba Ya‘oqob was not something which he alone
anathematized, but even prior to bishop Ya‘oqob the apostles had anathematized, saying,
“Anyone who violates the fast of the 40 [days] and of Wednesday and of Friday, if he is a bishop
or archbishop, he shall be dismissed from his rank. And if he is an episqopos or priest or deacon
or king, he shall be removed from his position. And if he is a layman he shall be exiled.”** And
now look, the king commands us, “Violate [the fast] on Wednesdays and Fridays by reason of

9,'3

Christmas™!” Then the bishop said, ‘I do not say “You eat [i.e. ignore fasting],” for this is
forbidden.” And the king spoke to Filopos, saying, ‘You are the one who has brought about [this]
thing and who defies the king. And if you have renounced eating, then [at least] make a sacrifice,

so that, seeing you, all the people will cooperate with you.”**°

[228] And Abuné Filopos said to him, ‘This would [indeed] be fear of the king to me! Did you
not hear that our Lord said, “Everyone who acknowledges me in the presence of men, I also will
acknowledge him before my Father who is in heaven. And whoever is ashamed of Me and My

words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when

**% Daniel (2006E.C, 283) said, ‘According to the law of the kings, a bishop can not loose the anathema of another
bishop who is alive (The law of the kings, article 61, about the bishop), but the direct meaning of the Go’az
translation would ‘“Whatever Abba Ya‘aqob bound, he has loosed to me’, who is he? If we say, ‘he’ is for the king, a
king can not bound and loose (spiritually).
325 The Law of the Kings, article 589 (about fasting).
326 According to Ceruli (1943, 244), ‘The idea of the king was, if the Nativity of Christ would fall on Wedensday or
Friday, it should pass to the next day.’but unlikely Belaten Geta Heruy said, the debate between the king and
Filopos was, the king had ordered to celebrate the Nativity of Christ on the 28" and the 29™ of Tahosas together (i.e
in both days); and also he ordered, ‘If the 28™ of Taho$a$ would fall on Wedensday or Friday, the liturgy would be
performed in the morning (Wazema, 1921E.C.)
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He comes in His glory and in the glory of His Father.”**” Which is greater: righteous sacrifice or
food that is perishable?’” Then the king replied to Abund Filopos, ‘Perform sacrifice in the
morning and provide food in times of fasting.” Abuni Filopos replied, ‘O king, how can you
command that I should perform sacrifice on Christmas, and that I should permit [eating of] food?

This is a foolish thing.’

[229] When Abuni Filopos said this, the priests of the royal camp [kahanatd ddbtira] arose and
said to the bishop, ‘O our father, do you not know that in the Hebrew calendar and the Greek
calendar, Christmas (laddf)’*® is on Taho$a$ 28 [January 6], but in the Egyptian and Go’oz
[calendar], Christmas (/addt) is on Tahosa§ 29 [January 7]? For this reason, we say, “Let us

299

celebrate the holiday on the day of Christmas (gena).”” Then Abuna Filopos said, ‘What you say,
that the Hebrews and the Romans [Greeks] celebrate on the 28", but not on the 29th after
Christmas (/adt) has passed — [even] if the Hebrews and the Romans do as you say, they only
celebrate for one day and not two days. As you have said, “We and the Egyptians celebrate
according to our own calendar — and you are witnesses to us — on the 29" of Tahosas, and we do
not celebrate on the 28™ of Tahosas, when the day of Christmas (/addt) has not [yet] arrived. And

[even] those whom I have mentioned, they only celebrate it for one day. And we too, we will not

celebrate it for more than one day.

[230] Why do you say we should celebrate it for two days, when our Lord was not born on two
days but on one day? Or are you so arrogant as to say, “He was born on two days”? God does not
give you authority [to do] this.” When our father said this, the king became angry and said to the
saint, “You defiant one, if you are going to cooperate, then cooperate; but if you are not going to

cooperate, then you will be exiled, for exile is your custom instead of misleading others.” And

2T MLt 10: 32
32 In this passage two words for Nativity appear, ladit (literally ‘birth’) and gena.
255



then the adorned Filopos departed from the king’s palace. And he arrived in the land of Kosoge

which is the land of Solalsg,**’

together with two of his spiritual daughters named Mikboyu and
Orani, for that country is the birthplace of those women saints who were betrothed to one virgin
man, the pure Christ.”** Because of his spiritual daughters, Abuni Filopos wanted to stay there

for a few days before he would arrive at the country where God desired that he should finish his

race [i.e. his life].

[231] And then Abuni Filopos thought to depart from this country and to arrive where God had
commanded him. He called over his children, Mikboyu and Orani, and he took leave of them,
saying, ‘I go to fulfill the will of my God, but you [two] will stay, and in this place you will be
martyrs and finish your race. You will not be alone, but rather [among] many people. When
divine love stirs them, they will shed their blood with you until it pours out like a river in the
rainy season [kordmt].” And he [Abund Filopos] told this to these women saints Mékboyu and
Orani, for he knew everything before it happened, through the Holy Spirit that dwelt upon him.
And saying this, Abund Filopos went on his way, and Mékboyu and Orani bade him farewell,
flowing with tears. Then Abuné Filopos went away from there. And when the king heard that the
saint was in the land of Kosoge teaching the word of the faith, he was filled with anger, and he
sent his soldiers to kill all the people of Kosoge, men, women, old people and children. And
when these troops arrived, they assembled all the people of the land of Kosoge and they told

them what the king had commanded.

[232] When the women saints Mékboyu and Oroni heard of this news, they raced with one

another to prepare their hearts to be martyrs and to go to Christ whom they loved and who loved

3% Tikla Haymanot was born about 1215 at $alalss in Zorare, in what is today the district of Bulga. (Taddesse, 1972,
p-160).

309Cor 1122
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them. And they stood before the soldiers who had been commanded to kill by the king. And the

saints spoke, ‘We are believers in Christ and in the orthodox faith of the blessed Filspos, which

was established by our fathers the apostles and [by] Paul, the Chosen Vessel, who established the

authority of anathema for the coming generation, that they should not accept any other teaching
331

except their [the apostles’] teaching, which was pleasing to the Holy Spirit. Whether’" a man or

an angel teaches [it], he [Paul] commanded and anathematized that it not be accepted.

[233] We [lit. “I”’] shall not accept the king’s religion. For it inclines to the love of food by
discarding the Friday and Wednesday fast, and by discarding the anathema of the apostles and all
the teachers of the church not to eat on those days, Wednesday and Friday, [not even] because of
feasts, except for the feast of glorious Christmas that is on Tahosas$ 29, the feast of Epiphany that

332 which is the

is on Tor 11 [January 19] and at the time of Pentecost, and additionally on Easter
resurrection of our Lord. And leaving out those days that we have mentioned, if anyone breaks
the fast because of feasts, it is an anathema. We would rather die than be companions in faith
with a king who violates the anathema.” When the women saints Mékboyu and Orani said this
and proclaimed their faith, the king’s soldiers arose in a fury and cut off their heads with a sword,
these good women who were strong like men although [being women] they were weak. And
when the people of that country saw them [the two saints] courageously accept death by the edge
of the sword [they said], ‘We shall not separate from them dead or alive, for they are our

companions in faith. Just as Abund Filopos has taught us, saying, “Do not leave this straight faith

until you come upon death.””

33! The Go’oz has here hadogu-ssi, which should mean ‘let alone, not to speak of”, not ‘whether’. But from the holy

Bible we have, ‘If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that you have received, let him be accursed. Gal
1:9
332 The grammar is not clear; however, this teaching is found in the Law of the Kings, (article about fasting), number
561and in the faith of fathers, Haymanotd Abaw (of the 318), 1986, p.57

257



[234] At that time those soldiers cut off their heads with sword, not sparing men, women, old
people, or children. And the number of people that the soldiers killed starting from Togmat 3
[October 10], which was the death day of the blessed Mékboyu and the saint Oroni who were
leaders on the path of life, until Mégabit 23 [March 30] was equal to 900,777. And it was not
only the people of Kosoge who made up that [number], but [others] came as well to take up the
crown of martyrdom — from Bali,333 Déiwaro,3 34 Fatiagar, Wag, Damot, Sdwa, Amhara, Wifa‘[,335
Godm, Angot, Togray and from other towns the divine power gathered them to fulfill the word

that Abuné Filopos had prophesied, when he spoke to the blessed Mikboyu and the saint Oroni at

the time when he separated from them.

[235] After this, by the king’s command, the soldiers stopped killing. All this happened by
reason of Abund Filopos, the head of that company of martyrs. Earlier, too, when King Amda
Soyon exiled Abuni Filopos and when they [the people] saw the numerous miracles performed
through his hands and the blood of his whipping that became fire until it burned the king’s tent,
many people had fulfilled their martyrdom by the edge of the sword and spear in the town called
Sawin.>*® Let us tell here a few of the stories about the blessed Mikbayu and the saint Oroni.

Earlier they had accepted exile with Abuni Filopos and they performed miracles in the land of

333 The name Bali (also Bale, Baalee) comes from the historical Muslim state of Bali, located in the northern part of
the present administrative region of Bali. The medieval state of Bali was bordered by the medieval Muslim states of
Dawaro and Sarka in the north, Hadiyya in the west, ‘Adal and Dawaro in the east and the huge grazing-ground of
Oromo pastoralists in the south. Like other Muslim states in southern Ethiopia, such as Sawa, Ifat, Diawaro, Fitigar,
Hadiyya, Waj, ‘Adal, and Harar. Bale came into existence sometime between the 11th and the 13th cent.
(Mohammed Hassen, Bale, in E4e, Vol, 1, p.458)

34 It was one of the seven Muslim trading states in southern Ethiopia. This series of Muslim states, namely Ifat,
Diwaro, Arabibni, Hadiyya, Sarha, Bale and Dari, grew up along the coast and inland as far as the lakes, thus,
encircling the east and south of the Ethiopian massif. As one of the buffer-states, Ddwaro itself, corresponding
roughly to the present-day Arsi region in southern Ethiopia, was a long, narrow territory, only five days’ journey in
length by two days’ in width, as described by al Umarl in the first half of the 14th cent. Bordering upon the Bale
sultanate in the south, D. was separated from it by the Wabi Sibille river and bordered on Ifat on the right bank of
the river Awas. In the east, it reached the edge of the Afar lowlands, in the south-west, it bordered on the small
principalities of Sarha and Arababni. (Taddesse, 1977, The Cambridge History of Africa, Ethiopia), Place Names in
Ethiopian History’, JES 24, 1991).
333 Huntiingford, 1989; Merid Wolde Aregay, Poletical Geography of Ethiopia at the beginning of 16™ C, pp622-23
36 Siwin was the place where King Amdi Soyon was living.
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Dawaro which is called Dara.”’ There they killed people who did evil to them and then raised
them [from death] by their entreaty, until the people understood the strength of their power. And
again after they returned from exile, they made water gush out from dry rock in Kosoge, so that it
would be a cure for the sick. And still today it [the gushing water] exists, revealing power [to
those] who sprinkle and drink from it in faith. By the prayers of those women saints Makboyu
and Oroni, and by the entreaty of the excellent martyrs, the first and the last, who in His name

preferred death over life, may God save us from the evil of Satan, forever and ever Amen.

[236] Let us return to the story of the life of the blessed and virtuous father Filopos. After Abuni
Filopos had been exiled by the king, he arrived at a place called Sirdbt.**® And he wanted to stay
there for a few days. His disciples said to the father, ‘If you stay here, we fear that the king might
kill us because of you, for we have heard what he did before.” And the blessed Filopos said to
them, ‘If you are afraid, I will go for your sake.” And then he arose and said to those who were
with him, ‘Come, let us go to f....f, if they will accept us. If they will not accept us, I will bid
farewell to my father Tékla Haymanot and I will salute his tomb, for it is my last time.” And
saying this, he went off and arrived at Dibréd Libanos. And they [his companions] spoke to him

as before [expressing their fear].

[237] The blessed Filopos said to them, ‘Don’t be sad; and as for my father’s tomb, no
destruction will come upon it. For your sake I will go. Only bear with me patiently this rainy
season [kardmt] until Yohannos [early September]. After that I will go.” And they said to him, ‘O
our father, let it not be like this. For we are very afraid lest the king send [his troops] today or

tomorrow.’ And then, hearing this, Abuné Filopos arose [and went] to the tomb of Abund Takla

337 A region south-east of Didwaro and west of Bale belonging to the Muslim belt. Daniel said, ‘Dara was between
Dawaro and Bale, that is why it was grouped under the part of Déwaro’ (Daniel, 2006 E.C, 289).
338 1t is not mentioned where it is found, but Daniel said, ‘It may be found in North Shoa, Méanz (Daniel, 2006 E.C,
289).
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Haymanot, and he knocked on his tomb and said, ‘O father, behold, I have completed my race.
And I have delivered my message, and my time to rest has come. And now I separate from you,
so that my flesh will not separate from you;** but let your blessing come to me, and do not let
me be far from your mercy.” And saying this, he kissed Abunéd Tékld Haymanot’s tomb and he
went out and left. And he said to those of his disciples who remained in the monastery, ‘From
this time forth, you will not see my flesh.” And saying this, he went off and arrived at Abba
Gondona.** He spent the night there. But they did not welcome him and did not give him

anything, even while they were eating and drinking and preparing a wedding.

[238] And when it was morning, Abuni Filopos went out the door. And standing outside, he
stretched out his hands and cried out, saying, ‘O Lord, look at this iniquity they have done to me.
Half is water, half is food, but of all this they did not give me any, while they were eating and
drinking and making merry. But it is not out of longing for food that I say this to You, O Lord.’
And saying this, he called out to his sisters, the widows who were not participating in their
iniquity, ‘Leave, quickly! Do not stay here [even] for a week! But if you do stay here, take heed
for yourselves.” And saying this, the saint went on his way. And a week after he left, a pestilence

came to this place and killed fifty-three monks, not including women and children.

[239] But the blessed Abund Filopos stayed in the land of Wildqa where he had built a place
before his exile. And then the king was looking for our father, and he said, ‘Where did that monk
£0?’ And they said to him, ‘He is in the land of Wildqa.” And the king said, ‘Go and bring him,’

and they brought him. And the king said to him, “Where were you?’ And the holy Filopos said,

339 The corpses (flesh) of Abuni Filopos and Tikli Haymanot will be united in death.
30 The researcher has found the ‘Hagird Silam’ manuscript from Gondona. This place is found nearer to Dibri
Libanos monastery and a special name called Dahana. According to [their] tradition, ‘The people who lived in this
place were cruel, they did not want to give food and drink to abuné Filopos, in this case many people killed by
pestilence and it stayed for many years. In order to solve this problem the people had built a church in the name of
abund Filopos, and still today the church is there.
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‘Have you not heard what David said, “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof’?>**' And
the king replied, ‘God gave the land to me, to me and not to you.” And the holy Abuné Filopos
said, ‘God did not give it only to you, but He gave it to all of us: as David said, ‘And the earth He
gave to mankind.”*** And then the king said to Abuni Filopos, ‘Why do you always disregard
my commands? All the church dignitaries collaborate with me. You are the [only] one left who
does not accept my commands.’ The saint replied, ‘If I were to disobey the law for fear of you,
my earlier combat would become null and void. For no one puts his hand to the plow and plows
backwards.’* T would prefer death rather than having the [promised] reward rendered void.’

Having said this, he departed from the king.

[240] At that time the king sent many precious things, and the king’s messengers brought [them]
to the saint. And they told him, ‘Take this, the king says it is for you.” But the king did this in
order to deceive him, because he thought that he [Abuné Filopos] would be defeated in this way.
And the saint said to the king’s messengers, ‘Tell him, what can your goods do for me? For God
will feed me and clothe me.” And the messengers went in to the king and informed him [of what
he had said]. And again, he sent the messengers [to Abund Filopos], saying, ‘Why do you refuse
to accept the king’s goods? Don’t you know that everything that you eat and wear is as if it were

the king’s?

[241] Hearing this speech, Abuni Filopos said to the messengers, ‘Say to the king, have you not
heard what God said to the children of Israel, “Your gold is false [gold], and enemies will eat

your silver?”?** And again He said to them, “If you bring fat rams and cows [burnt offerings],

31 ps 24:1
2 Pps115:16
3% This is from Luke 9:62. But the Go’az version of Luke 9:62 differs from the Greek, which says, ‘No one, after
putting his hand to the plow and looking back, ...’
¥ Isa 1:22
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My soul does not delight, if you have not observed what I have commanded you.”*** O king, you
say “I am king” without keeping His commandments. But God is the only king in heaven and
earth.” The messengers entered and informed the king of what our father had said to them. Then
the king said to those messengers, ‘Enter to him carrying property and after throwing it down at
his feet, come back.” And thus they did three times. However, the saint would get up, leaving that
property, and sit somewhere else. And they informed the king how he [Filopos] had refused to

take the property and how he wished to leave.

[242] The king said to them, ‘Go and say to this monk: “A hare argued with the earth saying, ‘I
am going to a place where you are not present.”” And the earth said, “Well! Go ahead and go to
where I am not present, if you can get to a place where I am not present.” And the hare started to
run, thinking that she could go somewhere where the earth was not present. But wherever she
would run to, the earth said to her, “Here I am here, and here I am.” And from running so hard,

she died of heart failure.

[243] And you, like her [the hare], can you get to a place where I do not govern? Please, arrive
[there], and I would like to see the end of this thing.” And the king said this thing to our father,
and the saint said to the messengers, ‘Tell the king, “Why do you boast of your wickedness like
this, and put your mouth on the sky [i.e. insult the holy people]?**® Have not you heard what our
Lord said, ‘He who magnifies himself will be humbled, and he who lowers himself will be

9»347

exalted By this word of yours, you defy God. David has said about Him, ‘The heavens are

Yours, and the earth also is Yours; the world and its fullness, You have established [them].’348

¥ 1sa 1:11-13
346 pg 73:9
10 18:14
38 pg 102:25
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And also he said, ‘The sea is His, for He has established it; and the dry land, His hands have

formed it.”>*

[244] And so I know that earth is God’s and not yours. But I will accept persecution so that I may
be like my fathers the apostles, in fulfillment of the word of the gospel that says, ‘Blessed are
those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”””*>
When the king heard the words that Abund Filopos said, he became silent, for he could find no
word of response. And the saint arose and said to his apostles, ‘Let us go quickly so that I may be

buried by the hand of my teacher, Abba Sidlama.’” He arose and went to a monastery in the land of

Ambhara. And he arrived at a place, and he stayed there for a week.

[245] Then the abbot of the monastery came to him and said to him, ‘O honored father, I am
afraid. For you are that episgopos whose fame has been heard of throughout the world; [and] I
do not like you to stay here, for I am like nothing before you.” The saint Filopos responded to

him, ‘Do not be sad about this, for I will leave you tomorrow.’

[246] And then he got up early in the morning, and he went until he reached the land of

1
Gergesa,

where Abba Silama was. And they told the bishop that the blessed Filopos, the
martyr of Christ, had come. The bishop rejoiced and said, ‘Bring him in to me.” When he saw
him, he arose and embraced him on the neck and kissed him. They greeted each other in spiritual
greetings. And then he [the bishop] said to our father, “You have renounced the world and have
followed Christ with love and faith, so that you will be inheritor of the kingdom of heaven.” And

Mar Filopos said to him, ‘What am 1? The blessed are those who have completed their combat

[saintly lives] and who have received the crown of martyrdom in the kingdom of heaven.” And

*Ps95:5
ML 5:10
**!'It is found in South Gonder; today Gergesa called ‘Hagdri Gerges’ or ‘Mdigdisge’
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Abba Silama responded to him, ‘Truly I tell you, “You will not be found wanting in the kingdom

of heaven.”” And then they sat talking about the things of God.

[247] After a few days, there drew near the departure of the respected Abuné Filopos, the victor,
who was a martyr during the reign of Amdi Soyon and his son Sdyfd Ar‘ad, kings of Ethiopia,
accepting whipping, imprisonment and exile from town to town with many words of reproach,
and enduring hunger, thirst and nakedness. At that time a voice from heaven called out to him,
saying, ‘Come, O My beloved Filopos. For you have completed your race and you have finished
your combat [saintly life]. And again you have borne many hardships and you have endured
tribulation for My sake, suffering insults, whipping and imprisonment. And like a robber and a

bandit you have been persecuted. Blessings upon you!

[248] O my beloved blessed Filopos, I say to you truly, “All your hardship, tribulations, exile,
and patience have been recorded for you in gold ink on pillars of light in the heavenly
Jerusalem.” Because of this I, Jesus, speak a word which does not deceive: Whoever believes in
your prayers and performs your commemoration with incense, sacrifice, and offerings, and
whoever gives a goblet of cold water to drink on the day of your remembrance in your name, I
will give him a good reward in the new [coming] world. And for the one who writes or causes to
write the book of your combat [saintly life] which is your suffering and which you endured for
me, | will write his name on a pillar of light in the heavenly Jerusalem with all my saints and

martyrs forever and ever, Amen.

[249] And behold, I have prepared seven crowns for you: one for your virginity; one for your
martyrdom; one because you turned back the people from wrongdoing to my worship through
preaching my gospel; one for your exile from town to town in tribulation and affliction; one

because you rejected the crown of transitory glory; one because in my name you killed Marit
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while you were a child and you did not fear death; [and] one for your pure priesthood and your
perfect monastic life, like Antonius and Makarios.?* I will send my compassion and mercy to the
place where your flesh is buried. And no hail, frost, locust, or cricket shall come into it.” And
after our Lord Jesus Christ gave him this covenant, He ascended in glory into heaven. And the
saint rejoiced when he heard this; it seemed to him that he was not wearied, and he glorified the
Lord. And then the saint fell ill, like all people. When the bishop heard that the saint was ill, he
was intending to go from Gergesa to Hagalit;>>® but before he arrived, the saint sent for the

bishop to come to him.

[250] When the bishop came to him, the saint said to him, ‘To whom will you leave me? Do you
want to go without burying me? But if you are in a hurry to go from here, take me with you so
that you will bury me in Hagqalit.” And hearing these words from the mouth of the saint, the
bishop wept, saying, ‘O high priest and father of monks, are you going to die? O Filopos,
bulwark of the faith, the pillar and foundation of the church, are you going to die? O Filopos,
head of the episqopos , are you going to die? O eloquent-tongued Filopos, will you be closed up
in death? Let me die instead of you. And if not here today, then cause me to follow after you
tomorrow.’ [Saying] all this and the like, the bishop wept over his beloved Filopos. And then,

lifting him up, he carried him in his bed and took him from Gergesa to Dibrd Haqalit.

[251] And then the teacher of peace, Abund Filopos, went to his rest in peace at the age of
seventy-four years and nine months. From his birth to age fifteen he lived in his father’s house.
And then he went to Dabrd Libanos. And after coming to Débréd [Libanos] he lived for three

years before becoming a monk, and twenty-two years after becoming a monk until he became the

332 Egyptian monks who established the ascetic life of monks in the deseret of Egypt.

353 A mountainous débr found in South Gonder, Somada district. It has only one gate. In order to arrive there, [you
have to go] from Dabritabor to Wigda (the capital city of Somada), then Yaq“uasa, from Yaq“uasa to Haqalit at
least two days journey on foot (Daniel, 2006E.C, 298).
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head of the monastery. And from his appointment until he was exiled, [it was] twenty-eight
years. After his exile [there were] three years in Tigray, two years in Wildqa, three months in
Dara which is Dawaro, six months on the island of Zoway, and one year in Damot. And all the

years of his exile were six years and nine months.

[252] And then he went to his rest on Hamle 28 [August 6]. And the diligent angels, the holy
prophets, the pure apostles, the victorious martyrs, the perfect saints and the excellent monks
descended from heaven to welcome him with crowns and lights without number. Then they
raised up his soul into heaven, saying, ‘Glory to God in the heavens, to the One who has granted

favor to man; he who has suffered on earth shall live forever, 354

[253] When Abuné Filopos passed away, messengers went to inform the bishop Abba Silama of
the death of our father, for at that time he was [living] in another house. And when the bishop
was [still] there, his [Filopos’s] disciples said to each other, ‘It is not fitting or appropriate that
we should be the ones who enshroud [him].” When the bishop came [to his house], knowing in
spirit about the saint’s death, he found the messengers who had been sent to him to inform him.
And [even] before they told him, the bishop said to them, ‘I know, I know that the victorious

Filopos has died.’

[254] And arriving there, the bishop fell upon him and wept bitterly, and then he enshrouded him
as bishops are enshrouded. When the people said to him, ‘Leave [it], do not touch the corpse, for
you are a bishop,” then Abba Sdlama said to them, ‘Who am I to be a bishop? Behold, the bishop

is Filopos, whom the Holy Spirit appointed to be the shepherd of the church which Christ

3% pg 49:8-9
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purchased with His blood,”> who is the conscience™® of the Father.” And he buried him with

songs, hymns and great glory.

[255] And seeing all this, the bishop Abba Sélama heard the assembly of the angels, prophets,
apostles and monks coming to welcome his [Filopos’] soul. For he is like them all, in all manner
of things. He is like the angels in obtaining purity, and the prophets in knowing hidden things,
and he is like the apostles in preaching the faith, and the martyrs in accepting torture, and he is
like the saints in doing virtuous deeds, and again he is like the virgins in conquering desire.
Because of this, they wished and were determined to welcome him, saying, ‘Precious before the
Lord is the death of his faithful ones.”*>” And behold, O beloved brothers, now we have written
[this account] for you in brief words so as not to be boring for the listeners. For God alone is the

first and the last, the protector and the helper. May He be with you forever and ever, Amen.

[256] O father, bless, sanctify and strengthen the base and the foundation of your mother place,
Dabrd Libanos. And return the scattering of your children, strive diligently to build up her ruins,
nurture her orphans, preserve her adults, renew her old people and bless her priests, especially
our father Yohannos Ké&ma who has taken pains to cause your gidl [saintly life] to be written

after it had been forgotten for many years, for the sake of your love.

Let God write his name in golden ink,*®

And seat him in a new seat.

And his son Asqéd Rufael, from the tribulations of time and violent agitation

Save him, and bring him into the heavenly house.

3% Ac 20:28
336 In the Trinity, Jesus is normally called the ‘Word.’
7 Ps 116:15
3% The following seven lines are a poem; each line ends with g.
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When the righteous one delivers from difficulties

With the selected children.

He is God who adorned the world with endless joy.

[257] And for the one who wrote [this gidl], and caused it to be written, and the one who reads it
and interprets it, and for the one who hears its words all together, may God have mercy upon

them in the kingdom of heaven, forever and ever, Amen and Amen.
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7.2 Translation

Effigy, Miilk’>*® of Abuni Filopos

1. I shall begin to praise for your praise, and I shall accompany the song

With the sound of the, your grace,

Help me Filopos, up until the final completion of the word*®!

If I do not complete and conclude the matter

Before the wise men, your children, it shall not be a memory.

2. Salutation to the memorial of your name, (you) whose name is lover of God,
At the primeval origin, Filopos, which existed at the beginning

Filopos, sealed for Moses with his seal

Israel, your people, all of them myriads of ears,
They shall taste the manna of your praise with joy.
3. Salutation to the hair of your head, which was provided with a gob* (skullcap)
Like a youth in the bride’s house at a marriage®®*
Apostle Filopos, come to help me
If you fail to give any help from your heart,
The kingdom of God will be external news of a deed.
4. Salutation to your head, until its brain is disturbed,

You who bowed down (so) many times to God in His Trinity

*Etymologically the term Mlka’ derives from lika’ which means resemblance and likeness (Dillmann, 1864, 51).
‘Likenesses’ (also called ‘effigies”) are hymns in honor of saints in which the various parts of the saint’s body (from
head to feet ) are recounted one by one, each in a separate stanza (Harden, 1926, 29-30). As Amsalu (2011, 64) says,
“There is no agreement on the question of when Milka’ was started.” The researcher could not find out when and by
whom the Mdlks’ of abuné Filopos was written, neither from the colophon nor from any other source. This Mdlka’ is
not found in all mss of GF (only in mss ‘B’ and ‘H’). The Mdlko’ has many errors in grammar and word
construction. These have usually not been corrected in the critical edition. In the translation, the researcher has tried
to render the text literally while still giving good sense.
3! The final completion of the word is to say the Last judgment or judgment day. In Christian belief, it is the final
and eternal judgment by God of the people in every nation resulting in the glorification of some and the punishment
of others. www en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Last_Judgment. 19/06/2017
2 Ps 18 (19): 5
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Filspos, your (spiritual) child at the gate of your ear, outside of the chamber
When he (the child) moaned, weeping, until his cry was raised up
Let his toil not be like (that of) a hypocritical Pharisee.’®
5. Salutation to your face, which was washed in watery fountains of sweat
When you bowed down (so) many times and when you contended (yet) again,
Filopos, reward me with the utterance of your praise
The priests, your associates, where they establish the temple,
There they will praise, and make the people hear.
6. Salutation to your eyelashes which were wet with the water of tears
From their house and their estate (i.e. the eye) until they departed.
Lion, Filopos, and the strong child of a lion
For the water of the Jordan was born from you, from within it (the eye)
And your house, a second Sinai, adorn (it) with its grace.
7. Salutation to your eyes, which saw with vision
The world of shadow and blindness, with the eye of the mind which is internal,;
Filopos, come to me with love
That I may follow after you while singing a song
To the house of God, until I see His deed.
8. Salutation to your ears, hearers of the whole world
When he prayed to you with a voice of affliction;
Filopos, Yohannas, you whose dwelling is in the wilderness;
Who is like unto you, my beloved, without measure or limit,
Before the face of God, who (Filopos) is rich in prayer and fasting?

9. Salutation to your cheeks, upon which there falls

33 Luk 18: 9-14
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The flow of tears upon them®®*, until it builds a road.
Filopos, send one of your disciples

So that he would lead me to the desire of my heart”®

For I have no aid to [my] desire nor any other child.

10. Salutation to your nostrils, which smell a sweet odor

From the secret of the holy table, with the nose of the mind which is internal.
Filopos, from Caesarea, the land of Gaza,366

Help me with your help, for the precious weak youth,

And raise up for your good things from its beautiful essence.’®’

11. Salutation to your lips, which taught rebuke

When there was a lessening of faith and when there was a diminishing of (good) deeds.

When I knock, O Filopos, may you open the door for me

The associates of Mérha Krastos*®® and Pe‘gros,%9 our brothers, when they will be your
y y y
companions

In the broad spaces of my heart, perform your (pl.) race

12. Salutation, I say, to your mouth,

Which preached the Book in the ears of the foolish people
Filopos, give me a wing from the wing(s) of your help

When I follow after you, so that you bring me across the chasm;

For I weep over this, and I lament always.

3% The Go’oz text has “upon them” twice.
%% The Go’oz text has a grammatical error.
%6 Ac 8: 26. Caesarea is actually far to the north of Gaza.
37 The Go’oz is unclear.
3% Mirha Krostos was the ninth abbot (cp. Adge) of Dibri Libanos of Sawa. According to his Acts (a valuable
early 16th-cent. source, ed. Kur 1972), he was born in dnarédqgan in the district of Wag. He was entrusted as disciple
to the priest Tomas Against the will of his family, he left the worldly life and came to Débri Libanos of Sawa where
he received the monastic habit and name Mérha Krastos from Yohannos Kdma. The Acts report about Mérha
Krastos’s activities in Mugdr, destruction of “pagan cults” and a clash with a certain dstifanos (unlikely the 15th-
cent. leader of the Stephanites) and his followers at Dabrd Sankwa (Kur 1972:52ff.). Stanistaw Kur, in EA4e, vol, 3, p.
782. The relics of the translation of Abuné Filopos was performed during Abuni Mérha Krastos.
3% Petros (1489-1516 E.C.) was an abbot of Dibri Libanos.
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13. Salutation to your teeth, which did not desire to smirk,
And did not desire joy among the joyful in the assembly"°

Speaker of divinity®’', Filapos, aroma of myrrh,

To your monastery of Gogina,”’> which the blood of divinity sanctified,

To the head of the congregation, your child, adorn (it) with its grace.

14. Salutation to your tongue, the tongue of the Paraclete, its power,

The wood of sin and transgression which the fire of its voice [of the tongue] burns up.
Mortal Filspos, and an angel who is above

You have completed your race excellently, while following the footsteps of

Takld Haymanot, the saint, whose contending was outstanding.

15. Salutation to your voice, the voice of a child of God, speaker (i.e. which spoke),

When the taker desired and when the giver was pleased;

Teacher Filopos, and [appointed] over myriads, giver,

Hurl the spear with (your) voice at the belly of my enemy

And magnify your blessing upon me.

16. Salutation to your breath, whose smoke (vapor) heals

Those who are afflicted with sickness and those who are unclean in sin
Beloved Filopos, of the same nature as Tikld Haymanot’s body; *”

The legs of my heart, when they go toward you,

370 perhaps figqcidd “he desired” should be corrected to figgdda “they desired”, referring to the eeth? Or else the
line refers to Filopos; but if so, the word “and” at the beginning of the line is strange.
"' In the tradition, ‘Speaker of divinity’ is a name for John the Evangelist. Another name for John is ¢"asurd gdss
‘ill tempered, sullen’. This is because John alone, of all the disciples, was present at the crucifixion and witnessed it
(John 19:26); as a consequence he was sullen and ill-tempered for the rest of his life (70 years). Like John, Filopos’s
face did not express joy.
72 Gogdna is in south Gondir in dste at a place called ‘Andabet’, where a monastery called ‘GoSdna Tikli
Haymanot’ is to be found.
37 Literally, ‘perfect belly of Tdkld Haymanot’. This phrase is also found in the Milka’ of Jesus, where the text
reads A.P(kN: ACAFN: ASPT: OMCP: hCv-’Jesus Christ (You are of the same) nature as David’s body’.
The holy Bible narrates the genealogy of Jesus Christ as follow, ‘The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son
of David, the son of Abraham,” Mt 1: 1. This shows Christ is in the line of David. Similarly, &A&N: G4C:
A-than 72719 OMCP: NCY- shows the chronological succession of abuni Filopos after his spiritual father
abund Tédkld Haymanot, and says he is of the same bodily nature.
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They shall inherit from the inheritance of your house, with grace.
17. Salutation to your throat, which recited melody,

Beautiful voice of song, until it resounded over the Rama (Third Heaven).
Adorned Filopos, in a robe of the blessed and an askema,

Who is like unto you among mortals crowned with majesty,
Except for Pawli the hermit and poor Birsoma?*™*

18. Salutation to your neck, which bears the collar of faith

For the eye of lust, which (the collar) is not silver or gold,

Antonius, Filopos, for you were great in righteousness;

Spiritual news of your memory [spread], to where it was known to everybody

Until your disciples multiplied and were very many.

19. Salutation to your back, which was clothed in humility,

When you were the son of a king, and a prince of vast dominion;

Apostle Filopos, you who were beneficial to the land of Gogena,’”

Her horn [i.e. of GoSena] which you elevated after it was broken by the Adversary,
And afterwards her body which you raised up from death.

20. Salutation to your shoulder, which carried the cross of humility

When it took the path of poverty from the house of kingship,

Filopos, when the Lord is pleased, I shall stand

Before you, before your face, when I am following the track;

And with the saints, your disciples, I will make a congregation.

21. Salutation to your chest, receptacle of the water of knowledge

From within which water was drawn for the one who yearned [for it], to the limit of his desire.

Beloved Filopos, perfect child of Philip,*”®

3™ Pawli, Birsoma and Antonius were Egyptian monks of the third century.

375 Cf. sec 13.
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They make you happy in the wilderness of humility which they wandered
And each will praise you with his tongue, one by one.

22. Salutation to your bosom, seat of poverty and tribulation

When hour by hour it receives (or: you receive), with praise and jubilation;
Wearer of patience, Filapos, tongue (of patience) as the book says,*”’

My soul shall trust in you when you are her guardian,

She shall dwell in the house of your soul, which is more fragrant than myrrh.
23. Salutation to your hands, when they fortify the cross

When they stretch forth a hand and when they exercise power

Filopos, the limits of my heart are elevated to you

Bring down to me from heaven a rope, so that you may raise it up for me
For the chasm of sin hinders me, being a flood-wave.

24. Salutation to your arms, which smashed the arms of sin,

When he preached in his name at the gate, and (in) the name of iota (i.e. Jesus),
Filopos, merchant, who purchased the kingdom of Heaven,”®

I beseech you to exchange my songs;

May you purify the impurity of my soul, (both) without and within.

25. Salutation to your elbows, more honored than the elbows of David,
Which crushed Satan with the power of worship,

Filopos, Apostle of the One Son [Jesus Christ].

I ask you to protect me in the wings of [two words illegible]

At the hour of terrible and fearful retribution, the Judgment.

26. Salutation to your palms, which were assiduous in giving assistance to prostration,

When they strengthened the earth before the cross of Litostra;”

376 The name Filopos is repeated here, clearly referring to a different (Biblical) person.
377 The grammar of the 2™ and 3™ lines of this stanza seems strange.
T8 Mt 13: 45.
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Son of kings, Filapos, and subduer of myriads of troops,

When you left the feast of joy to receive tribulation,

You followed in the footsteps of Mary, the daughter [i.e. descendant] of David.
27. Salutation to the fingers of your hand, which are adorned with fingernails,
Whose complexion is like the whiteness of milk and wool;

Apostle Filopos, preacher of humility and love,

Be pleased to redeem me,

For mercy (is) the Lord’s, and error (is) the servant’s (i.e. belongs to mortal man).
28. Salutation to your flank, which desires no bed;

Your heart (was) king of the intellect when it rejected the pleasure of the world,
Filopos, your foot, when it passed along the path of the wilderness,
It (the foot) suffered suffering in your suffering, and sweated sweat™™

Until the angel of death was put to shame and was banished to the (farthest) extremity.
29. Salutation to your belly, to which you refused nourishment,

And (which) did not get permission when it thought (about eating);

Father of myriads, Filopos, and my father, by the grace of Christ,

For from your (spiritual) womb, the begetter, you begot me;

My soul, the speaker, magnifies God.*®'

30. Salutation to your heart, which is gentle like David’s heart

And meek like Moses;

The second Philip (Filopos) , apostle of Christ, the Messiah,

As she bore Him, the sanctuary of holiness and purity,

Mary, the pride of Enosh and Noah.***

37 See John 19:13.
%0 The line contains two figurae etymologicae, which should be syntactically parallel. To create this parallelism,
and to make sense of the line, the word hamam should be emended to homamd (accusative, parallel to hafd): “to
suffer a suffering, and to sweat a sweating”.
1 Cf. Luk 1: 47. One of the traditional attributes of the soul is that it is the “speaker”.
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31. Salutation to your kidneys, which were tried in the furnace of humility

From the earthly dominion of the world, when they renounced the pleasures of the world;

Filopos, Paul who was re-raised up after his time (i.e after the time of the original Paul),

Who can separate you from Christ, your beloved?

(Is it) affliction, (or) a sword?*™

32. Salutation to your mind, which thinks fine things

Every day and every hour;

My father Filopos, I entreat you an entreaty:

Wherever I am sent, you will make my way prosper,

And wherever I dwell, may you shelter my house.

33. Salutation to your gut, to which there is not added

Any fleshly meal of animals - it (the gut) desires a limit to your flesh;

My father Filopos, you (may) consider yourself blessed, hour by hour,

For you have spoken and said, before this world,

“[ts state is transitory, its lust is corrupt, and the whole world is transitory.”***

34. Salutation to your bowels (lit. “vessel of interior”), distinguished from the vessels
(i.e. property) of the world,

Nourishment of the life of the soul, which is mixed within it (i.e. the bowels),

Filopos, my pearl, who is not to be gotten by purchase;

My belly, if the wise men of Greece and Egypt cut (it) open,*®

Your love would be found (to be) like gold within (it).

35. Salutation to your navel, food for the hope of the flesh which was spoken,**®

%2 The connection between Mary and the early ancestors Enosh and Noah requires interpretation. Mary is supposed

to have existed before all mankind, hence also before Enosh and Noah, who thus could be “proud” of Her. Gen 5: 1
3% The last two lines are a paraphrase of Romans 8:35, 39. The order of the lines has been reversed in the English
translation for clarity.
1 In2:17
3% This seems to be a reference to the process of preparing a body for mummification as practiced by the Egyptians,
and perhaps also to the pearl which is found inside the oyster.
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And nourishment for the child in the womb until he completes (his) body,
My father Filopos, if you struggle in abundance,

Satan will be ashamed before you, and he will flee from you

Until you have gotten mercy and kindness from God.

36. Salutation to your loins, which cracked very much,

When standing and prostration crushed their bones (i.e. of the loins);
Apostle Filopos, Christ’s messenger of righteousness,

Until when, O lord, shall I wail in my sin

And in my iniquity, time and time again, cry out like a dove?

37. Salutation to your thighs, pillars of your limbs, fully,

Constantly at their top (i.e. of the limbs), while they strengthened (them);
Apostle Filopos, to God in the power of his strength,

As His lamb was crucified in the precinct of the cross

And as the Jews beat His head with a rod.

38. Salutation to your knees, which were constantly bowing down,

Until it (water) poured from your face,*®’ and sweated like a spot of blood.
Filopos, preacher,*®® companion of Tikli Haymanot;

Just as Elsa‘ (Elisha),” helper of his teacher, crossed the water by (the help of) his mantle,
So you (Filopos ), bring me over the abyss whose border is long.

39. Salutation to your legs, which stood up in the place of prayer,
Companion of the sinful soul, when he (Filopos) saw her sickness (i.e. of the soul),

When you departed, Filopos, from the world of sickness and strife,

36 Unclear.
%7 Syntax unclear. Emend wahaza to wahazdi?
3% The Go’oz text says sibake “preacher”, which would be either a construct form or an accusative. Neither makes
sense here. Emend to sdbaki.
3% The author is apparently referring to two different people named Elsa‘ here: the successor of Tékla Haymanot
and predecessor of Filopos as abbot of Dédbré Libanos; and the Biblical prophet Elisha (in Go’oz Elsa‘), disciple of
Elijah. Elisha crossed the Jordan River with the help of Elijah’s mantle (2 Kings 2:13-14).

288



When they (i.e. angels) called, a voice was heard in heaven,
David with (accompanied by) the mdsdngo (one-stringed fiddle), and an angel with song.

40. Salutation to your heels, to which the serpent’s mouth was not hostile,**

And which did not at all touch the limb(s) of woman and man;*”!

Filapos, companion of martyrdom, and companion of its brother (la) ‘esi,**

O father, hear my prayer when I, a sinner, entreat (you),

O father, O father, feed my soul with the manna of your love.

41. Salutation to your sole(s), which were not accustomed to distraction

In intense exhaustion going back and forth in the Sanctuary at the time of blessing;
If I follow, O Filopos, the road of the cross as you followed it,

There is nothing, nothing that I ask you for, nothing;

Above my wealth you augment increasing (of) wealth.

42. Salutation to the toes of your feet, together with your (toe)nails,

Which hurried, running, when he abandoned the wealth of dominion;

My father Filopos, as you teach me the law,

Rebuke me with the rod of the Son (Christ) until I become emaciated;

(And) as for the chastisement of other (nations) in Nineveh, it was abandoned.**?
43. Salutation to your stature, without being given wine to drink,

Which grew up by the water of the wilderness, renouncing the wealth of dominion;
Filopos, teacher and by the grace of Christ our father

If you redeem us, with fasting and prayer,

We will proclaim the good news of gladness, and preach safety.

3% A reference to Gen 3:15, where the serpent “bruises the heel” of mankind.
3! Or does it mean “which the limbs of woman and man did not touch™? It seems this should somehow be connected
to the same passage in Genesis that was just cited; but the sense is not clear in context. Normally one would never
think of heels as either “touching limbs” or as “being touched by limbs”.
392 The word la esi or esi is unknown to me (is it a proper name?), and the interpretation of the line is unclear.
3% Probably a reference to Jonah 3:10, where God abandons His intention to punish Nineveh.
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44. Salutation to your effigy, whose beauty withered away

For its nourishment was (only) from the grass of animals.

O Filopos, my father, tell His greatness™ " to your son,

(Of) the one Who engendered me with grace, until I live in His grace;

Praise is fitting to His greatness.

45. Salutation to your effigy, in the image of the beauty and likeness of
Christ, God, the excellence of Whose beauty is pleasing.

Farmer Filopos, who fills wheat into its basket,

If a voice calls out in its (awesome) majesty, His greatness is the greatness of greatness,
Slay the enemy of my life, and keep me in life.

46. Salutation to the departure of your soul, in conformity to custom and order
Without the angel of error finding upon you (any) sin.

When you looked, Filopos, at the house of paradise,

How greatly, how greatly, did you skip about in the great strength of joy,

Where there is no sorrow, and it (paradise) is far from death.

394

“Tell’.

The Go’oz has nangar ‘let us tell’, which is hard to make sense of in context. Emend to nagar, the imperative
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47. Salutation to the corpse of your flesh, the corpse of a saintly Christian,
Which is far from greed, and removed from sin;

Apostle Filopos, follower of Philip (Filopos)

Purify me with your holiness, (me) the man of sin and filth,

Until it will take on the appearance of (white) silver, (different) from all defilement.
48. Salutation to the shrouding of your body, at the hands of the good disciples,
While they add to it the (sweet) aroma of incense;

When you departed, Filopos, from the precincts of this place,

The angels called out at that time, speaking these words:

Precious is the death of the righteous.*”

49. Salutation to your sepulcher, in the place of holy A‘onqo™®

After you (Filopos ) finished striving for Christ, God,

O Filopos, Pawlos (Paul) from Damascus,

O lord, I will glorify you in song in the language of the good mdsdngo (one-stringed fiddle),

For you have sought the kingdom of God and His righteousness™ '
50. When You arise in Your dominion, O God, creator,

From the world of the forefathers until Your second coming;

When every man purchases for himself (either) the heaviness of his iniquity or his purity,

O merciful one, and the Son of merciful God ,

For the sake of Filopos , the disciple, absolve my sin.

51. Glory to You, Jesus, from the mouth of the disciples, messengers;
Glory to You, Jesus, from the mouth of the righteous;

Glory to You, Jesus, the King of the place (called) Gosena;

Glory to You, Jesus, from the mouth of the desert fathers;

%5 ps 116: 15.

3% A‘anqo is another name for Débrd dnq" o, the final destination of Abuni Filopos, where he is buried.

T Mt 6: 33.
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Glory to You, from the mouth of the good;

Filopos, the priest, will recite Your Glory.*®

3% The rhyme in this final stanza is in —an, except for the final line, which ends in the word kahon “priest’. If the ‘h’
was not pronounced or was not clearly audible in chanting, the result would be that this final line, too, would now
end in —an.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS
8.1 Summary

Hagiography is a genre that speaks about the deeds of saints and martyrs. It encompasses a
number of different types of texts: Vita, or Act (Gddl), Miracle (Td 'ammar), Homilies (Darsan),
hymns and hymnological compositions of different kinds, accounts about the translation of relics,
and a number of smaller texts like monastic genealogies, prayers etc. These edited and translated
texts have made a considerable contribution to the understanding of the history of medieval
Ethiopia.

As we read from the gidl, Abuni Filopos was an enthusiastic and devoted spiritual father. He
fearlessly opposed the immoral doings of the kings. For this, he suffered exile and had to wander
from place to place. At the age of 74 years and nine months, Filopos died in exile in Débra

Hngw*s in south Gondér on 28 Hamle and was buried there.

Gidla Filopos, published from a single manuscript (Turaiev, 1908), is supposed to have been
written during the tenure of Yohannos Kéma who is mentioned in the colophon. Gadl4 Filspos,
which was written in the 18™ century, has a significant contribution to make for historians
studying the medieval history of Ethiopia. It narrates about the state and Church conditions, the
geographical setting of the land, names of ancient places, cultures and customs of the people, and

the like.

The gadl is rich in Biblical quotations and refereeing of other Go’oz literatures. The researcher
has collected about seventy-five Biblical quotes from Filopos’s gédl. He also cited many non-
Biblical sources from the gidl; they include: The book of Synaxarium, the Homily of Angel

Gabriel, the book of Anaphora, the book of the Contending of Tékld Haymanot, the Synod of
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the Apostles (in the first century), the book of Didiache (Didascalia), Abtolis, the Law of the
Kings, the book of Dagg™a, the book of the Prayer of St. Mary, the book of the Fathers, the
book of the Covenant. Another section of the gidl consists of the story of the astonishing

miracles (td ‘'mmorat) attributed to the saint and the covenant (kidan) made by God.

For each mss (8 mss) the researcher has recorded the description of the mss; the place where the
mss are found, the size of the mss, the number of columns, the language which the scribe used, in
which material the mss covered by, how many folios have the mss, the number of lines of each
folios, the date and the special features including the colophons.

Identifying the research design and methodology are crucial points to reconstruct the original text
of GF and develop the relationship of the mss into a family. As it is mentioned, the hagiography
of Abba Filopos was edited and translated by Turaiev based on the best text approach. In this
regard, choosing the Neo-Lachmannian method is undoubtly appropriate in doing the critical
edition.

Copying errors are of major importance in reconstructing the history of the text. In this regard,
transposition, banalization, metathesis and omission of letters are discussed under polygenetic
errors. The edition of GF is based on the Lachmannian method; instead of choosing one
manuscript as the ‘best manuscript’, at each point in the text all eight witnesses are consulted to
reconstruct the original text. Through examination of conjunctive errors, a stemma codicum (a
genealogical tree of the manuscripts) was built. Elimination of mistakes and establishment of the

original text are a salient point of this research.

Turaiev edited GF from a single ms; despite his contribution, he did not (and could not) see the
errors which are found in other mss, even sometimes skipping over errors (without emendation)

in his edition. For example P. 174. &€ A l: 0PV~ instead of & k12 WAU-: p.177. A'7H:
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UA°: A0A: AAT instead of @0 Ad-F: p. 180. (11d: (L-F-av- instead of (I1dh-A-av<: p.
209 HAY A &N instead of HAY°RAN: p. 205. whov7L: LI°A h: “1LNovo- instead of
10,0+ p. 210. AAQ-H: CLh: AATLS TP instead of AAA“LG TP and so on.

After collating the different readings, the variants were summarized in the critical apparatus. The
translation of GF into English is an original work of the researcher; it will help to spread ideas
and information across cultures and to open a door for readers who do not know Goa’oz and
Ambharic. In addition, the image or Effigy (mdlka) of Abuni Filopos which is found at the end of
the gédl (only in ms ‘B’) is a beautiful piece of poetry and gives additional information about

Abuni Filopos.

295



The researcher would like to summarize his findings and concluding remarks as follows.

1. Abuné Filopos (1274-1348) was born in Zama, the population of which was predominantly
pagan. He received the habit and askema from abund Tékld Haymanot soon he was ordained as a
priest. He was the third abbot of Dadbrd Asbo, succeeded Abbot Elsa‘ in 1314.

2. Abuni Filopos had close relations to the Metropolitan abund Ya‘oqob and assisted in the
organization of his program of missionary activities in the medieval period. He preached the
local population and worked miracles. He dispatched eleven pupils of abund Tékla Haymanot to
build new monasteries and spread Christianity.

3. Like some other monastic leaders, Abuné Filopos is remembered for his clashes with ase
Amda Soyon I (1314-44) and his son King Séyfa Ar‘ad (1344-1430) whom he openly reproached
for their marital practices and interference in church matters. He was tortured, along with his
disciples, he was sent into exile, finally he buried in Débrd 3nqw ‘s monastery.

4. This study is carried out based on eight manuscripts, collected from different parishes,
monasteries, archives and foreign libraries. The collection comprises mss from: British Library
(B) (18th c.), Vatican Library (V) (16th c.), Dima Giyorgis church (D) (1944/5c.), two mss from
South Gondédr Ddbra dnqw‘s St. Mary monastery (E and F) (19 and 20" c.), Hagdrd Sélam
Abuni Filspos Church (H) (19" ¢.), Déabri Libanos monastery (L) (19" c.), Mitaq Takld
Haymanot Church (M) (19th c.). Geographically the mss can be grouped into northern and

southern parts of Ethiopia, i.e mss DEF from south Gondér, mss HLMV from North Siwa.

5. After critical reading of the text the researcher has identified the lost ancestors of all families,
1.e the archetype. Its existence can be proved by the conjunctive errors shared by all the
witnesses. The researcher has identified the archetype errors in sections 4, 84, 126, 186, 203, 221

and 236. In order to reconstruct the stemma codicum, the manuscripts of the GF can be gathered
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in families. Each family derives from a common subarchetype, whose existence can be proved by

a series of conjunctive errors.

6. o shares the same conjunctive errors 3 times in sections 143, 179 and 222. The subarchetype 6
shares the same conjunctive errors 7 times in sections 40, 46, 152, 164, 194, 222, 251. The
subarchetype € shares the same conjunctive errors 3 times in sections 87, 167 and 215. B shares
the same conjunctive errors 5 times in sections 101, 107, 110, 114 and 221. The subarchetype y
shares the same conjunctive errors 3 times in sections 87, 121, 242. The subarchetype n shares
the same conjunctive errors 5 times in sections 26, 60, 90, 147, 183. Based on of the genetic
relationships among the witnesses of a text, the family tree or the stemma codicum is formed. All
manuscripts shared eight common errors. This indicates that they are derived from the same
common source or ‘archetype’, designated by the Greek letter [Q2]. The stemma is reconstructed

as a bipartite stemma; the primary divisions are called o and .
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8.2 Recommendations

Having closely read and studied Gédla Filopos from beginning to end, the researcher would like

to present the following recommendations:

X/
°

X/
L X4

Digital publications are a significant part of tomorrow’s heritage of digital information in the
preservation and accessibility of the material. However, three of the mss of GF (ms ‘H’ from
Hagérd Sdlam and mss ‘E’ and ‘F’ from Débrd Enq"o) have not been digitalized. The
researcher recommends that these three mss should be digitalized.

According to the gidl, AF preached the gospel in different parts of the country, also
wandering from place to place during his exile. The problem is that some of the ancient
names of cities have changed over time, and others cannot be identified precisely. This may
create misunderstandings and differences among historians. Therefore the researcher
recommends that the Ethiopian Culture and Heritage Ministry should give more attention to
reconstructing ancient names of cities and places.

As noted, Gadla Filopos is a significant source for the medieval history of Ethiopia. However,
Church scholars, historians, philologists and other researchers have typically not used the
giadl as a reference for their work. Now, with the preparation of the present critical edition,
GF has become more accessible.

Most of the religious and historical books in the EOTC, including GF, are written in the
Go’oz language. Therefore, scholars should take the responsibility to keep the Go'oz
language alive.

Turaiev edited GF from a single ms; The researcher has tried to establish and correct the
errors which are not discussed by Turaiev. He recommends, if any new version of GF should

appear or any other tradition emerges, that the critical edition and the stemma be revised.

298



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Altschul, N. 2006. ‘The Genealogy of Scribal Versions: A ‘Fourth Way’ in Medieval Editorial
Theory,” Textual Cultures, (2006), 114-136.

Alvarez,1961. F., The prester John of the Indies, tr. C. F. Beckingham and G.W.B. Huntingford
(Hakluyt Society, ser. 2, vol. 114-15), Cambridge,

Amsalu Tefera. 2006. Philological and textual analysis of Gddld Béstwaros, Abbot of Ddbrd Hayq,
MA Thesis submitted to Graduate School, Addis Ababa University.

— 2011. Doarsand Sayon: Phililogical inquries, critical edition and annotated translation, PhD
dissertation submitted to Graduate School, Addis Ababa University.

Ancel, Stéphane.2014. ‘Yohannos Kédma’ in EA4e, vol, 5, pp. 81-.82.

Appleyard, David. 1993. Ethiopian Manuscripts. London.

Arab Faqih [Chihab Eddin Ahmed B. Abdel Qader], Futuh al Habasha, tr.R. Basset, Paris, 1897-
1901.

Aymro Wondmagegnhu and Joachim Motowu. 1970.The Ethiopian Orthodox Church, Addis
Ababa.

Basset, René.1882. Etudes sur [’histoire d ’Ethiopie, Paris. [Extract from JA, ser.7, vol. xvii, 1881].

— 1884. “Vie d’Abba Yohanni’. Bulletin de correspondence Africaine, Algiers, 433-53.

Bausi, Alessandro. 1994. The Critical Edition of the Ethiopic Sénods: Some Preliminary Remarks’
in PICES10, vol. 1, Paris.

—2006b. ‘Current Trends in Ethiopia Studies: Philology,” PICES 15, pp. 532-541.

— 2008. ‘Philology’ as Textual Criticism: ‘‘Normalization’” of Ethiopian Studies, in Ethiopian
Philology, vol. 1, no,1, Bulletin of philological society of Ethiopia. Pp. 13-46

—2010. ‘Tamben’ in EA4e, Vol, 4, p.853, Wiesbaden.

—2010. ‘Senods’ in EA4e, vol 4, p. 623, Wiesbaden.

Belaynesh Michael, S.Chojnacki, R. Pankhurst (eds.) 1975. Dictionary of Ethiopian Biography.
Addis Ababa.

Berry. 1976. The Solomonic Monarchy at Gonder, 1630—1755: an Institutional Analysis of
Kingship in the Christian Kingdom of Ethiopia, Ph.D. thesis, Boston University.

Bible Association. 1962. E.C. Holy Book, Barhan ena Silam printing press. Addis Ababa.

Budge, E.A.W. 1899. The Life of Mdba Sayon and Gdbrdi Krastos, London.

299



— 1906. (ed., tr.) The Life and Miracles of Tdkld Haymanot in the version of Ddbrd Libanos.

London.

— 1928. (trans) Synaxarium: The book of the saints of the Ethiopian Orthodx Tdwahado Church,
Cambridge.

Campbell Ian. 2014. The Massacre of Ddbrd Libanos: Ethiopia 1937. Addis Ababa University
Press.

Cerulli, Enrico. 1917. ‘Il libro delle leggende e tradizioni abissine dell ecciaghie Filopos,’in RRAL,
ser. 5, vol. xxvi, pp. 699-717.

— 1943. Gli abbati di Dabra Libiinos, capi del monachismo etiopico, secondo la « lista rimata" (sec.
XIV-XVII)", Orientalia n. ser. 12, 1943,226-53 [1]; ibid. 13, 1944, 137-82 [1I]; "Gli abbati
di Dabra Libiinos, capi del monachismo etiopico, secondo Ie liste recenti (sec. XVIII-
XX)", ibid. 14, 1945, 143-71 [1I1]

—1943. Gli atti di Takla Alfa, ed. And tr. Annali Istituto Orientale di Napoli, (IUO), ii, pp. 1-89

— 1956. La letteratura di Etiopica. Rome.

—2004. Inventario dei manoscritti Cerulli etiopici, ed. by Osvaldo Raineri, Citta del Vaticano
(Studi e testi 420), 319, no. 19

Chaillot Christine. 2002. The Ethiopian Orthodox Tdwahado Church Tradition. Orthdruk,
Bialystok, Poland.
Chernetsov, Sevir. “Life and Death of Elsa‘, the Second Abbot of Dibrd Asbo Monastery,

According to Dédbra Libanos Hagiographic Tradition”, in: StudAeth 29-35.

Conti Rossini, Carlo. 1896. “Il ‘Gddla Téakla Haymanot’, secondo la redazione Waldebbana”,
MRALm ser. 5a, 2, 97-143;

— 1904. “I manoscritti etiopici della Missione Cattolica di Cheren”, RRALm ser. Sa, 13,
—1904. Actae Yared et Pantalewon, repr. Lovanii 1961 (CSCO 26, 27 [SAe 9, 10])

—1905. Acta Sancti Bdsdlotd Mikael et S. Anorewos, Scri. Aeth., xx, pp1-110, Roma.

— 1917. “Il libro delle leggende e tradizioni abissini dell” ecciaghe Filopos” RRAL-Rendiconti, ser.
5a, 26, 699-718.

300



—1922. “La caduta della dinastia Zagué e la versione amarica del Bold Négést”. RRAL-Rendiconti,
ser. Sa, 31, 279-314.

— 1938. “Note di agiografia Etiopica”.Rivista di Studi Orientali 27.

— 1940. “Sulle mission domenicane in Etiopia nel secolo XIV”, Atti della R. Accademia d’ltalia.
Rendiconti ser. 7a, 1, 71-98.

Crawford, Osbert Guy Stanhope. 1958. Ethiopian itineraries c,1400-1524, Hakluyt Society,
Cambridge.

Cross F.L; Livingstone E.A. 2005. The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, Oxford University
Press.

Daniel Kibret. 2006 E.C. Aratu Hhayalan, Agyos Printing Press, Addis Ababa.

David H.Shinn- Thomas P. Ofcansky. 2004. Historical dictionary of Ethiopia. Toronto-Oxford.
Dabra Libanos Monastery. 2004. E.C. Gddld Téikld Haymanot; Go’oz and Amharic, Addis Ababa.

Derat, Laure Marie. 2003. Le domaine des rois ethiopien (1270-1527): espace, pouvoir et
monachisme, Paris (Publications de la Sorbonne, Histoire ancienne et medievale 72).

Dillmann, August. 1848. Catalogus Codicum Manuscriptorum Bibliothecae Bodleianae
Oxoniensis . VII. Codices Aethiopici. Oxonii.

—1907. Ethiopic Grammar by August, London.

Ethiopian Orthodox Church. 1970. The Church of Ethiopia: A Panorama of history and spiritual
life, Addis Ababa.

— 1993 E.C. Mdisahafdi Sanksar ki Mdskdrdam Askd Ydkatit (the book of synaxarium), Addis Ababa.

EOTC Holy Synod (ed.), The Ethiopian Orthodox Tdwahado Church, Faith, Order of Worship

and Ecumenical Relations, Addis Ababa 1988 A.M. [1996A.D.],

Fiaccadori, Gianfranco. 1988 [1991], “Nota su Yohannes Mesraqawi”, Quaderni utinensi 6 [11—
12], 141-50
Fridman losif. 2014. “Yohanni’ in E4e, vol, 5, p. 87.

Getatchew Haile. 1976. Catalogue of Ethiopian Manuscripts Microfilmed for the Ethiopian
Manuscript Microfilm Library, Addis Ababa, and for the Hill Monastic Manuscript
Library, Collegeville, 11, 301-700. Collegeville.

— 1979. Catalogue of Ethiopian Manuscripts Microfilmed for the Ethiopian Manuscript Microfilm
Library, Addis Ababa, and for the Hill Monastic Manuscript Library, Collegeville, 1V,
1101-1500. Collegeville.

301



— 1981. Catalogue of Ethiopian Manuscripts Microfilmed for the Ethiopian Manuscript Microfilm
Library, Addis Ababa, and for the Hill Monastic Manuscript Library, Collegeville, V,
1501-2000. Collegeville.

— 1982-1983. “The monastic genealogy of the line of Tdkld Haymanot of Shoa”.Rassegna di Studi
Etiopici 29, 7-38.

— 1983. Catalogue of Ethiopian Manuscripts Microfilmed for the Ethiopian Manuscript Microfilm
Library, Addis Ababa, and for the Hill Monastic Manuscript Library, Collegeville, VI,
2501-3000. Collegeville.

— 1987. Catalogue of Ethiopian Manuscripts Microfilmed for the Ethiopian Manuscript Microfilm
Library, Addis Ababa, and for the Hill Monastic Manuscript Library, Collegeville, 1X,
3501-4000. Collegeville.

— 1990. “The translation of the relics of Abund Filoppos of Débrd Libanos of Shoa”.Rassegna di
Studi Etiopici 34, 75-113.

— 1994. “Martyrdom of Abund Tékld Hawareyat of Shoa and the translation of his relics”, in:
Etiopia e oltre. Studi in onore di Lanfranco Ricci, 93-113. Napoli.

Gorgorios (Abba). 1974. E.C. Ethiopian Orthodox Tdwahado Church History. Addis Ababa.
Tinsae Zegubae Printing press.

— 1978 E.C. Yd Betd Krastiyan Tarik Bdaldm Mddrdk (World Church History), Addis Ababa.

Tinsae Zegubae Printing press.

Guidi, Ignazio 1896. “Il Gadla Ardgawi”. MRAL-Memorie, ser. 5a,2,54-96.
—1903. Annales Yohannis I, lyasu et Bakaffa, Paris.

— 1906. (ed., tr.), Le synaxaire ethiopien. Les mois de Sane, Hamle et Nahase, 1. Mois de Sane,
Paris (PO1, fasc. 5) [1];

—. 1932. Storia della letteratura etiopica, Roma.

—1953. Vocabolario Amarico-Italiano, Roma.

Hammerschmidt, Ernst. 1961. Studies in Ethiopic Anaphoras (Deutsche Akademie der
Wissenschaften zu Berlin. Berliner Byzantinische Arbeiten, Band 25). Berlin: Akademie
Verlag.

Harden, J.M. 1926. An Introduction to Ethiopian Christian Literature, London.

302



Heruy Wolde Selassie, Belaten Geta. 1921E.C. Wazema (Eve): Bdmagastu Yd Ethiopia Ndgdstat
Yd Tarik Bd ‘al Lamakbdr, Addis Ababa, Goha Sobah.

Huntingford, G.W.B. 1965. The glorious victories of Amdd Sayon, king of Ethiopia. Oxford.

Huntingford, G.W.B. 1969. “Lost provinces of Ethiopia”, in: Proceedings of the Third
International Conference of Ethiopian Studies, 1, 113-15. Addis Ababa.

Huntingford, G.W.B. 1989. The historical Geography of Ethiopia from the 1" century to 1704.
Oxford.

Institute of Ethiopian Studies, AAU. 1975. The Dictionary of Ethiopian Biography. vol.1, Addis
Ababa.

Kaplan Steven. 1981. “The Ethiopian Holy Man as Outsider and Angel”, Religion 15, 107-23

— 1984. The Monastic Holy Man and the Christianization of Early Solomonic Ethiopia.
Wiesbaden.

—1986. “lydsus Mo‘a and Tédkld Haymanot: A Note on a Hagiographical Controversy”, JSS 31,
47-56

—2005. ‘Filopos’ in EAe, vol. 2, pp. 538-39.

—2005. ‘Débtira’ in EAe, vol 2, p. 53

-2007. Kaplan Steven — Fritsch Emmanuel — Fiaccadori Gianfranco, ‘Lodat’ in E4e, vol, 3, p.539.

Kebrom Assefa. 2005 E.C., Yd Raya hazb Tarik, Addis Ababa.

Kidand Wild Kofle. 1948. A book of Grammar and Verb, and a new dictionary of Ga az Entries,
Amharic Definition, published by Désta Takla wild, Addis Ababa.

Kinefe-Rigb Zeleke. 1975. “‘Bibliography of the Ethiopic Hagiographical Traditions’’: Journal of
Ethiopian Studies (JES) 13,2, 57-102.

Kur Stanislas, Kaplan Steven, Nosnitsin. 2007. ‘Iydsus Mo‘a’ in E4e, vol. 3, p. 257

Kur Stanislas (ed., tr.), 1965. Actes de Iyasus Mo ‘a, abbé du couvent de St-Etienne de Hayq,
Louvain, (CSCO 259, 260 [SAe 49, 50])

-1968. Actes de Samuel de Ddbrd Wigdg. CSCO287-288, Sae57-58. Louvain.
-1972. Actes de Mdrha Krastos, Louvain, (CSCO 330, 331 [SAe 62, 63])
-2007. ‘Mérha Krastos’, in E4e, vol. 3, p. 782.

Lambdin, Thomas, O. 1978. Introduction to classical Ethiopic (Ga az). Missoula, MT: Scholars
Press.
Leslau, Wolf. 1987. Comparative Dictionary of Ga'az (Classical Ethiopic), Wiesbaden otto

Harrassowitz.
303



Littmann Enno. 1902. “Tigrina-Texte von Tanbén”, Wiener Zeitschrift fiir die Kunde des
Morgenlandes 16, 211-25

Lule Melaku. 2008. History of the Ethiopian Orthodx Tdwahodo Church, Part.1, Addis Ababa.

Lule Melaku. 2010. History of the Ethiopian Orthodx Téawahodo Church, Part.2 & 3, Addis Ababa.

Macomber, 1975. A4 Catalogue of Ethiopian Manuscripts Micro Filmed for the Ethiopian
Manuscript Micro Film Library, Addis Ababa and for the Monastic Manuscript Library,
Collegeville, 9, Project Number 1-300. Collegeville.

Mantel- Joanna Nieuko — Nosnitsin Denis. 2003. ‘Amda Soyon’ in EAe, vol 1, 228-229).

Marcos, Daoud and Blatta Marsie Hazen. 1999. The Liturgy of the Ethiopian Church (trans).
Oxford University press.

Marrassini, Paolo. 2008. “‘Silent features of philology, the science of establishing primary
sources’’: Ethiopia philology. Bulletin of philological society of Ethiopial, 10-12.

-2010. ‘Sdlama’ in E4e, vol. 4, pp.488-89. Wiesbaden.

Marie-Laure Derat. 2010. ‘Sayfa Ar‘ad’ in E4e, vol 4, p.568)

Mercier, Jacques. 2000. L ‘arche éthiopienne: art chrétienne d Ethiopie, Paris.

Merid Wolde Aregay. 1974. Political geography of Ethiopia at the beginning of sixteen century, in:
PICES, 4, vol. 1, 613-631. Roma.

—2003. ‘Angot’ in EAe, vol. 3, P.268.

Mohammed Hassen. 2003. ‘Bale’, in EA4e, Vol, 1, p.458

Nosnitsin, Denis. 2005. ‘Elsa®’ in E4e, vol. 2, pp. 266-67.

—2005. ‘Hagiography’ in EA4e, vol. 2, p. 969.

—2010. ‘Takla Haymanot’ in E4e, vol. 4, pp. 831

—2010. ‘Ta’ammor’ in EAe, vol. 4, p.787.

Pankhrust Richard. 1969. Priliminary history of Ethiopian measures, weights and values, in JES,
vol.7, no.2.

Paulos Tzadu (Abba), (trans). 1968. The fotha Ndgdst, the Law of the Kings, edited by Peter L.
Strauss, Addis Ababa.

Pereira, F.M. Esteres. 1894. Vida do Abba Samuel, Lisbonne.

Perruchon, Jules (ed., tr.). 1893. Les chroniques de Zira‘a Ya ‘2qob et de Bd’edd Marydm, rois
d’Ethiopie de 1434 ¢ 1478, Paris.

— 1892. Vie de Lalibela roi d’Ethiopie, Paris.

Persoon Joachim, Dima Giyorgis in E4e, Vol 2. P.162
304



Ricci, Lanfranco. 1954; 1955. “Le vite di Enbaqom e di Yohannos, abbati di Dabra Libanos di
Scioa”. Rassegna di Studi Etiopicil3, 91-120; 14, 69-108.

Saleman, N. 2000. Building Stemmas with the Computer in a Cladistic, Neo Lachmannian way:
The Case of Fourteen Text Versions of Lanseloet Van Denemerken. Nijmegen: Nijmegen

University Press.

Sergew Hable Sellassie. 1970. Book making in Ethiopia. Addis Ababa.

—1972. Ancient and Medieval Ethiopian History to 1270. Addis Ababa.

— 1989. YidAmaroniia Yd betikrastian Mdzgdbd qalat,(Amharic Church dictionary) vol.1-13,
Ethiopian microfilmed agency, Addis Ababa.

Shiferaw Bekele 2008. “Interface between Philology and History”. Ethiopian Philology. Bulletin
of philological society of Ethiopia 1. Addis Ababa.

Solomon Gebreyes. 2016. The Chronicle of King Gdlawdewos (1540-1559): A Critical Edition
with annotated Translation. PhD Dissertation, Hamburg University. (unpublished).

Strelcyn, Stefan. 1976. Catalogue des manuscrits ethiopiens de I’Accademia Nazionaledei Lincei.

Rome.

Taddesse Tamrat. 1970(1). “Hagiographies and the Reconstruction of Medieval Ethiopian
History.” Rural Africana 2, 12-20.
Tsegay Berhe. 2005. ‘Dédbrd Damo’ in E4e, vol. 2, p. 17

— 1970(2) “Problems of Royal Succession in Fifteenth Century Ethiopia: A Presentation of the
Documents™, in: PICES 4, vol. 1, 501-35,

—1970. ‘The Abbots of Ddbrd Hayq 1248-1535, in JES, viii, no.I pp.87-117

—1970. Revival of the Church (1200-1526); in: The Church of Ethiopia; A Panorama of History
and Spiritual Life, The Ethiopian Orthodox Church. Addis Ababa.

—1972. Church and State in Ethiopia, 1270 to 1527. Oxford.
— 1975. The Dictionary of Ethiopian Biography, From Early Times to the End of the Zagwé
Dynasty c. 1270 A.D., vol. 1, p. 157).
— 1977. Ethiopia, the Red Sea and the Horn., in: Roland Oliver (ed.), The Cambridge History of
Africa, vol. 3: From c. 1050 to c. 1600, Cambridge.
Tesfa Gebre Selase. 1984 E.C., Sdyfd Mdldkot Masld Ndgs, p.65. Addis Ababa.
305



— 1991 E.C. Darsand Gdbrael (the homily of Gdbrael). Testa Gebreselassie, Addis Ababa.

Turaiev, Boris. 1902. Vita Philippi di Dabréd Libanensis, Monumenta Aeth. Hagiologica, fasc. I,
101-83. St. Petersburg.

— 1905. Acta S. Aronis et S. Philippi, CSCO 30-31, Sae 13-14. Louvain.

— 1908. Vitae sanctorum indigenarum 11. Acta s. Aaronis et Philippi, Louvain (CSCO 30)

TonSae zd gubae. 1988 E.C., Mdshafa Dagg"a. Tonsae z4 gubae Printing press, Addis Ababa.

Tonsae zd gubae. 1986 E.C., Haymanotd Abdw (the book of the fathers (of 318)), Tonsae zd gubae
Printing press, Addis Ababa. p.57

Uhlig, Siegbert. 1990. Introduction to Ethiopian Palaeography, Athiopistische Forschungen, Band
28, Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag.

Ullendorff, Edward. 1951.Catalogue of Ethiopic Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library. Oxford.
— 1968. ‘Ethiopia and the Bible,” London: Oxford University Press.

—1973. The Ethiopians. An introduction to country and people. London.

Weninger Stefan. 2005. ‘Ga’az” in E4e, vol. 2, p. 732.

Wright, William. 1874. Catalogue of the Ethiopian Manuscripts in the British Museum, acquired
since the year 1847. London

Zotenberg, Hermann. 1877. Catalogue des manuscrits éthiopiens (Gheez et Amharique) de la
Biblothéque Nationale. Paris.
Unpublished Ethiopic sources

Gadla Anorewos EMML 6799
Gadla Filopos EMML 6771, 2142
Géadla Qawostos EMML 6677, 4490, 1513

Gidla Tékla Haymanot EMML 2134, 1834, 2782
Gédla Tadewos EMML 6679
Gidla Zena Maraqos EMML 3987, 932

Lodidtd Abaw EMML 7346, 2782

http://www. wikipedia.org/wiki/Last Judgment. 19/06/2017
http: //www.Ethiopian OrthodOx Curch.org. 22/07/2017

306



http://www.merriam-webster.com . 28/10/2017

http://www.ethiopian monastery.com. 24/8/2016

http://www.philology.gisap.eu. 14/6/2015

https://www.biblestudytools.com 8/10/2017

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/a.htm. 29/12/2017

307


http://www.merriam-webster.com/
http://www.ethiopian/
http://www.philology.gisap.eu/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/a.htm

GLOSSARY
Abba = Title of ecclesiastic meaning ‘father’

Abund = ‘Our father’, Patriarch, Bishop. It is a tltle of the leader of the Ethiopian Church.
Sometimes it is used as a courtesy prefix for the most senior clerics.

Abtlis = Canons of Ecuminical Councils.
Anagonstis = One who has attained the first stage of diaconate.
Askema = Scapular of monks with with12 crosses.

Apparatus Criticus = also called ‘Critical apparatus’ an apparatus which shows variant readings/
additions commited by various families with the same page of the critical edition.

Archetype = the hypothetical manuscript from which all other mss of the same text —type derive.
It is the lost ancestor of all the families.

Betd Korstiyan = Church

Béal = Feast, saint’s day.

Bipartite Stemma = the family tree is branched into two.

Codex optimus = the best Codex.

Collation = Careful comparison of mss and list of their differences.

Colophon = an end note of a manuscript, usually presenting facts relating to its production.

Conjunctive error = an error such as two or more copyists could not be able to produce it
independently. It is a monogenetic error and can only be inherited. Nowadays,

Conjunctive errors are also called ‘Shared Innovation.’

Corrupted reading = A reading that departs from the original text due to a copyist’s mistake or
alternation.

Dabr (pl. adbar) = mountain, region where there is a monastery; a parish church next to Gidam in
rank.

Dagg"a = Hymn book of sain Yared; general name for Church music.

Hccdge = the title given to the abbot of Dibrd Libanos monastery in Shoa. At present the
patriarch holds this post as well.

Eliminatio codicum descriptorum = Elimination of derivative manuscripts.
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Emendatio = ‘emendation’ an attempt to reconstruct an original reading that has not survived
among extant witnesses.

Episqopos = ‘episcopos’ an ecclesiastic below a full bishop; he is a vicar of Bishop and he
exercises some functions of a Bishop. At present the word uses interchangeably
with Bishop.

Fasika = end of the hudade (lent) fast, Easter.

Fotha Nagast = the book of the Laws of the kings, a secular and ecclesiastical book which, inter
alia, deals with such items as the Canonical Books, Baptism, Patriarchs, Bishobs,
Priests, Deacons, and other orders of the clergy, the Liturgy, the Eucharist, Fasting,
Almsgiving, Martyrs, confessors etc.

Folio = leaf/ leaves of the ms.
Ginna/Genna, Lodit = feast of celebrating the birth of Christ; Christmas.
Gonzit = A book read during funeral service.

Gozit = excommunication i.e cutting of a person from the membership and communication of the
church.

Hagiography = literature about the lives and legends of saints. The equivalent Go’oz terem is
‘Gadl’ and, the equivalent Latin terem ‘Vita’

Haymanot = religion, creed, faith

Homoeoteleuton = a result of copying error involving a loss of texts when identical or similar
sequences of letters at the end of two words or phrases are read as one.

Haymanotd Abdw = the book of the faith of the fathers.
Lectio difficilior = the more difficult reading.

Ligd Kahonat = head of ecclesiastic, high priest with disciplinary and judiciary ecclesiastical
function.

Liqgé papas = Archbishop

Milks = ‘Effigy’, ‘image’, ‘resemblance’, likness, etc. It is one of the EOTC poetical praise
categoris.

Mishafd Kidan = ‘The book of the covenant’ containing Christ’s teachings to the Apostles
during the 40 days following His Resurrection.

Noburani od = preachers/mamhoran
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Recensio = ‘Recension’ a general examination and evaluation of the evidence of the codices.
Recto = the front part of a folio.

Sic = ‘thus’ or ‘so’ used within brakets to indicate that what precedes it is written intentionally or
is copied verbatim from the original, even if it appears to be mistake.

Sigla = code given to ms/s.

Sonksar = ‘Synaxarium’ Ordo, calendar, a liturgical book that contains the lives of the saints
which are read upon their respective days.

Sinodos = ¢ A book recognized as part of the New Testament by the Ethiopian church which is.
Church Law or Canons, corpus Juris Ecclesiastic

Stemma Codicum = ‘Genealogical tree,” shows the relationship of the surviving witnesses based
on their common innovation.

Tadwahodo = Literally it means ‘Unity;” in church terminology it is a school of theological
thought of those who are the orthodox churchmen, the believers in miaphysis, the
Tawahodo Church.

Text transmission = the process by which a text was transmitted over the years by repeated
copying.

Tonsae = Easter, Resurrection.
Tomgqét = Epiphany, feast of Baptism.
Textual witnesses = the various sources that represent different forms of the text.

Transposition = a copying error involving an exchange in the position of two or more letters
within a word.

Variant reading = any difference between two or more mss of the same text.

Verso = the back side of a folio.

Vorlage = a manuscript or a text from which a scribe copied and/or translated a text.
Wazema = A day of some rejoicing before a feast.

Wingel = Gospel.

Yé —tamménd = Faithful.

Zamut = Fornication.
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Fig. 1 The picture of Abuni Filopos (from Dibri Libanos Monastery).
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Appendix- b

Fig. 2 South Gondér Dibrd Hnqw‘s St. Mary Church, where Abuni Filopos was buried in.
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Appendix-c

Fig. 3 Abuni Filopos whipped by the order of the King. The servants of Abuné Filopos whipped
him until his ribs were visible, and the skin of his flesh was stripped off from his neck to his hip.
And then, when they had finished beating him, his blood flowed like water. And his disciples
came and took him to their lodging, which was in the palace. And the blood of this holy man
became fire and blazed up; see section 240. (from ms ‘B’ £.176)
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Appendix-d

Fig. 4 Miracles. In the mid night the theif robbed the widow’s cow, though by the prayer of
Abuné Filopos he returned her cow; see section 165.(from ms ‘B’ f.181)
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Appendix-e

Fig. 5 Covenant. God said to Abuni Filopos, I have prepared seven crowns for you: one for your
virginity; one for your martyrdom; one because you turned back the people from wrongdoing to
my worship through preaching my gospel; one for your exile from town to town in tribulation
and affliction; one because you rejected the crown of transitory glory; one because in my name
you killed Marit while you were a child and you did not fear death; [and] one for your pure
priesthood and your perfect monastic life, like Antonius and Makarios; see section 249. (from ms
‘B’ . 199).
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Appendix- £

Fig. 6 Turaiev’s edition
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Appendix - g

Fig. 7 A map of Ethiopia in the year 1329. Abuné Filopos (1274-1348) wandered from place to place
for his mission.
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