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Abstract 

The ,HlidV attempted to identify perceived causes oj'violence against women among 

l,risoneJ's in I''iche Frison ( 'enter, North Shoa ;Cone oj'Ol'lJlIlia region The participants oj' 

the Slllt.~J' lrere perpetrators cOl11l11ilfed \'iolence ogoins/ Il'omen and sefPing senlence in 

Fitche Prison Center I I towl oj'20S mndol1lh' selected lIIale prisoners lI 'ere incilided in 

the stlld)!. Qllestionnaire ,vas IIsed to gather inj'ormation aholit the perceived .fclIl/ilial, 

p.,ychological, social, physical and cliitliret! .fi,ctors Ihal led perpetrators to con'lIl1it 

violence against lI'omen ef!eCl.I' oj'violence on them and methods to prevent it, Focused 

(;r()up /)isclIssio/1 (;I/;de und ,)'em;-s/rl1Cllfred inlelTiell ' 11'er e a/so employed 'f'he data 

uh/ained IFere al1a~\':::ed using percentage. 

According to the .findings oj' the study, the causes or the determinant .filc/(}/'s .fiJI' 

cOli/milling violence agains'! lI'omen ,,,ere familial (3 7 %), p,lychological (-/2,05 %). 

social (-156%), physical (365 %), and cliltllral (-16, 8 %). II large number oj're,ljJondents 

lI'ere reared h,' single ./illllih ' (33,OIJ %), sllhjected to violence (56.3%), influenced by 

Iheir peer {() drink. sll10ck and chell' (72,2%) and '''ere c(,//'Iying ,,,eapons (6 1.8%). 68. 7% 

"'ere also beliej' ;11 the suhordination oj' ,,,omen. II large pmjJortion oj' perpetralors 

reported sufFering ./i'0I/1 gllilty ./eeling (293%). Beller understanding oj' couses oj' 

\'io/ence. addJ'essin,':!. men /0 end violence against lIIomen. Oi lioreness creation activifies. 

changing the tl'{fditional gender role allitlldes and edllcating lI'omen on their right and 

ohl;'f!,Oliol7 lI'er e reco/1/l7Icndothms./i)rll '(I/'{./ed hosed ()nlhejindin,2, a/fhe research. 

VII 



CBAPTERONE 

I. INTRODCTION 

Vio lence is an almost uni ve rsa l mammalian phenomenon: it docs not occur rand oml y. 

chao ti ca ll y but is re lated to masc ulinity to the anatomical apparatus and wcaponry 

ava il ab lc. to th e degrec or fru st rati on and strcss inherent in a particular s itua tion to the 

type 0 1' previo us cxper iencc and tra ining rece ived to hea lth. to attitudes. both personal 

and pub lic to IOIT. to hate (Gu nn. 1')83: 176). 

, 
Vio lence agains t women and ch ildren is a c rime which deep-rooted in culture . tradit io nal 

and reli gious grounds. Regardl ess or income. education. class. race. age or religion 

wo men and g irl s or children arc to a grea ter or lesse r degree vuln e rabl e to physical. 

sc:\ ual Hnd psychological abuse. 

Research indi cates that th e ex istence 0(' viol ence against women and children backs as a 

human history . LOlllii (1989) ,For exam ple. sated that some (orms of ge nde r based 

viole nce like rape and abducti on is not a recent phenomena to th e soc iety . It had been 

practica l cven before 4000 years ago in Israe l and it resulted to conni et between dirfe rent 

tribes and cost thousands 01' l i \"(~s. On the o th er hand ch ild viol ence dates back to the 

history o r mankind though th e soc ial concern and a st udy about it is re lativel y a ret en t 

phenomeno n ( Desa legn : 1998 .b hetu: 2003 . 1\ lebaehuu 2(07). 

Wome n today arc be ing gradua ll y reeo gn i/.ed as impo rtant powerful and mea ningful 

co ntributors to the li fe 01' men but till a few decades back the ir co nditi on was pitiab le 

. I'he ideolog ies and inst ituti ona l practices and norms cx is tin g in soc ic ty contr ibutcd much 

to the ir humiliation harassm cnt and ex p loitat ion. Some o r these be ha vior pattcrns thri ve 

even today. In spite o[ the legis lati ve meas ures adopted in l"a vor of" wome n' s gradua l 

cconomi c indepcndence . countless wo men co ntinue to be victim s to vio lence .They are 

beatc n. kidnappcd. raped. burnt and mu rde red ( A huja .198 7) . 



The hi s tory 01' c hildhood is C\ ni ght marc from w hi ch we ha ve onl y rcccntl y beg un to a 

IIC\\.;en .The i'urther bad in h istory one goes the lower the le ver 01' c hild care and the 

more like ly c hildren a rc to be kill ed. abandon ed. beaten. te rrori zed and sex uall y abused. 

Today millions of chi ldre n througho ut the world a rc vic tim s of viol enec. They eon tinuc 

to be abused. ex ploited and trarlick ed ( Skinnide r .2005). 

Thc Bc ijing p lati(JrI11 for action ( 1'1:1\) delines vio lc nee aga inst wo mc n as a ny gende r 

based vio le ncc that results in o r is likc ly to rcsult in ph ys ica\. scx ual or psyc holog ical 

harm or sufiC rin g to women including thrcat s of such acts coe rc ion or arbitrary 

depri vation o r liberty whethcr occ urrin g in public or pri vat e liiC Thc plat form ide ntili cs 

\ 'ariolls /<lrt11S or violence against women including ph ysical. sex ual and psychological 

violence: 

Occurrin g in the 1 ~lm ily. including balte rin g. sex ua l abuse of fcmale children. 

dowry rc lated vio lence. marital rapc, Ic malc gen ital mutilation and other 

traditional practiccs harmfu l to womcn. non - spo usa l viol cnce and vio lence 

related to exploi ta ti on. 

- \~/ i lhi n the general com1l1unity including rape. sex ual harassment and 

intimidation at work. in ed ucational perpetrated or condoned by the s tate. wherc it 

occurs. 

I\eeo rding to 1:lood (2005). c hild abuse is any mi s treatment 01' c hild tha t re sults in harm 

or injury and that has no reasonable cxp lanation. C hil d ab use includes phys ica l abuse 

( ph ys ical beatings .slapping . hillin g . burns. stra ngulation. ). scxua l abuse ( ra ge 

incent . atte mptcd intercourse . touchin g of breas ts) and e mo ti onal ab use. Re iss and Roth 

in Greene ( 2(02) al so explained that ch il d violcnee is th e ph ys ical or e mot ional violence 
• 

on child by a pare nt . guardi an .teac her. or an y pe rso n in catego ry ( A le bae hew.2(07). 

Women a nd children arc alier in great danger in th e place where they shou ld be salcst 

w ithin their I'lmi li cs. For man y " homc" we re they 1 ~lec a regime o f te rror and violence at 

the hands of so mebod y cl ose to thcm -somebody they should be ab le to tru st those 

2 



"iel imi /nl sulkr phys icall y and psyc hologically. They arc unabl e 10 make Iheir own 

dec isions, vo ice Iheir own opinions or proleet themselves and Iheir chi ldren lilr lCa r of 

I'u rther repercuss ion .Their human rig hts arc denied and their li ves arc stol en rrom them 

by Ihe ever presen l lhreal ol'violenee (UN ICTI :, 200X) . 

Acco rding to I,arson (2004) violence is among the lead ing causes or death lo r people 

aged 15 44 yea rs, In 2000 il \\as es timaled thai 1,6 milli on peop le wo rld wide di ed as a 

resull of violence, I I' currenl Irends in violencc and injurics continue the wo rl d hea lth 

organi/.alion (WIIO) predicls Ihal vioienee and sui cide will bOlh indi vid ually feat ure in 

Ihe lOp 20 causes o r dealh and burden or disease issues eonrronling global heallh in 2030 

(Larsen ,2004) . 

II is di nicult to determine exactly how man y ch ildren arc abused and neg lec led each year. 

Many cases o r ch il d abuse and neglect arc never reported. I lowever acco rding 10 Ihe 

dala report 01' 2006 o ver Ihree Million rcpols orchild vio lence or abuse and neglect. were 

made in US. I:our child ren die in the uniled Sla tes each day as a resul l 01' violence againsl 

Ihem (Report 01' U,S , I)cpartmenl 0 1' I-I eallh and Iluman Serv ices Adm ini stra tion on 

Children ,2006) ,Data on hom ic ides in US ( 1993 ) shows thai 01' Ihe 4,869 lema Ie 

homic ide viclim s aged 10 over.1 5 1 (3 1'%) were kill ed by husbands, ex- husband~ or 

boyfriend ( US I:ederal Il urea u or In vest igali on ,1 9(3), 

As stated in Ihe lJ I g loba l su rvey on viol ence agai nst child ren in Kosovo (2005) Ihere 

arc indi vidual. filillil y or environ lJlental filclo rs thai predi spose the perpelrator for 

eOlllmitting vio lence ,Individual fac tors include knowledge, attit ude, thoughts abo ut 

, 'iolenee and sk ill s deficit s, such as: poorly dcvel oped com muni cation skill s, drugs and 

alcohol usc. havin~ \\ iLncsscd or being vic l imi/.cci by inter personal violence. access to 

li rea rm s and other \\ea pons. The report also identili es lilmil y [uetors as lack of' parenlal 

alfecl ion and support. ex posure to vio lence in Ihe home phys ical puni shmcnt and child 

abuse .havi ng parents or sibli ngs in volved ill criminal beha vior and environmental 
• 

1~lctors such as soc io-cconom ic ineq uity. urbani7.ation and overcrowding .rapid economic 



devclopille nt wit h high-lel'el of uncm ploymcnt aillo ng pcople ,mcd ia in fluc nccs ,soc ial 

norills supporting viole nt bc ha\ 'ior and avail ab il ity o f wcapons ( UN 2005), 

II co nve nt io n o n the c limina ti o n 0 1' a ll Corms of di sc rimination again s t wo mcn ( 1979) 

guara ntees wo mc n equa l righ ts with mcn in a ll sphe res of li fc, The Vien na Declara ti o n 

a nd l'rog ra mJ1l c 01' IIcti on a lso arfi rm cd tha t wo mcn 's human ri gh ts arc a I'u ndam c nta l 

part of human right. I:urthermorc the LJ I I' lat Form If)r IIc tion in Ikij ing ( 1995) 

rceogn i/cd that "all governments irrcspcc tivc 01' the ir po li tical , economic and c ultural 

system, a rc respons ible If)!' thc promo ti on and pro tect ion of wo men' s hu man ri ghts 

( I'anos , 19<)8) ,Con vcnti o n of th e Ri ght of C hildre n ( 1989) a lso indi cates that "state 

parti es to thc con vc nti o n a rc ob li ged to devc lop and unde rta ke a ll actio ns and po li c ies in 

th e ri ght o l't hc bcst interests of the c hi ld", 

1.2 Statement of the Pr'oblem 

Viol e nce again s t wome n a nd c hil d rcn is a wo rl dwide pro ble m , vio lation of human ri ght 

a nd c ha ll c nges of cvc ry socicty , Resca rc h indi cates that women a nd c hild rc n across a ll 

rCl:; ions, ages, reli g io us cl asscs a nd po litical arrili a tions arc vuln e ra blc to viol c nce . Thc ir 

safctl' IS guara nteed nei th er in ho mc no r in publ ic sphcrcs ( I'u rnasen cited in Oxfillll, 

I ')') X ) 

Wo mc n arc o frc red lim ited c hances fo r progress a nd dcve lopmc nt w hic h intern has a 

profo und impac t o n th e deve lopment of soc iety a w hol e, as fe ma le mc mbe rs , arc 

prcvcntcd fro m exerc is ing the ir rundam c ntal ri ght and c reati vc po te ntia ls (UN 1989:2) , 

I'hc consequenecs ot' viole nce again st women arc li ll' broadc r than thc im pact on the 

\lomen victims, Thcir 1'"11ilics and fricn ds may be a tTected, In thc casc 01' intimatc 

partncr of' cx posu re to \'io le ncc is th c r' lmil y, soc ie ty sutre rs cconom ica ll y, bo th in th c usc 

of' reso urccs and in loss o f prod ucti vity duc to fear a nd injury, II c hild who has bccn 

ab uscd al so sulk rs a ra nge of phys ical and beha viora l probl e ms w hi ch inte rn arrect 

ehi ld rcn's personal and soc ia l rela ti o n, 

4 
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Accordi ng to the revised reporl 0 1' WII O (~OO g) a study In a 10 coun try on vio lence 

aga insl \"omen and girt shows: -

- Il etween 15 'x, and 17'1" 01' women reported phys ica l or sexual violence. 

- Their iirst sex ual expe ri ence was not consensual. 

- About 5.000 wOlllen arc murde red by rami ly members in the name or honor each 

year \\o rl d\\ ide. 

I'r"nieking or \\Olllen and girl s lor I() reed labour and sex is \\ ide spread and often 

al 'lects the mos t vulnerable. 

- I:orceclmarriage and chi Id marriage arc widel y practiced in many count ri es is Asia, 

the Middle I':ast and Sub Saharan Africa. 

Wo rl dwide. up to one in live wo mcn ex peri ence sexual abuse as children, Children who 

expericnce sexual ab usc arc much more likely to encounter other lo rms or abuse later in 

Ii I(;. Studies a lso sho ws tha t one in every three women has becn bea ten. coc reed in to sex 

or otherwisc abused by Illan in her life tilll e (Yohanncs ,2008), 

The 1\I 'rican Child I:orullls (2000) statcd that Girl s in A li' ica arc particularl y vulnerable to 

I'ariolls I(mns or I'ioicnce both by virtue o l'the ir gender l( mllS and because 01' the socio­

econom ic and cultu ral conditions prcvailing in their cO lllllluniti es. The magn itude ore hil d 

abusc in Afr ica is not kno wn yet. Consequentl y. in ,lormation ['rom reliable studics is 

sca rce .Il ut in many pari s o r A l'rica child ab use is a major un recogni zed problem with 

shocking consequences and long lasti ng e ffects that negat ive ly impact on the hea lth and 

social del'Clopment orchildren (WI IO ,2004), 

In I,:thiopia, cnough rescarches wcrc not conduc ted .As a resul t there we re no enough 

info rmation in the area or viol ence aga inst wo men and/or a girl child , But accordi ng to 

onc stud y by Ilablamu (2004) sho ws. wi I(; and chi ld beati ng is common in Ethi opia. Mos t 

researches that arc conducted at the nationa l level arc ICw and we re conducted around 

Addis Ababa. I'he other rural area ol't he coun try is ignored vet. In addition most lindings 

I"ere I()eused on limns or I'iulcnee and its consequences ,Ilut noth ing 1I<IS said about th e 

perpetrators. 

5 



Internationally a nUlllber o r conven ti o ns an d legal l'ranK work that add ers thc issues or 

women and children we re scI. I,:th iopia is also a s ignato ry country, In addi tion the re is 

also lOlls and polices to combat vi ol ence aga inst them ,13ut evidences still shows that 

there is a prevalence or the problem, 

At th e country levcl more emphas is we re givcn to the pu nishmcnt alkr the oecu rrenec o r 

the violence, Thi s may not be th e o nl y so lution to allc viate or at least mi nim ize the 

problem, There must be the asscss mcnt of' 'why pe rpetrato rs eommi t violence against 

lIolllen' so that the causes arc identilled and best intervention methods w ill be tak en, 

The rerore thi s th es is paper is aimed to identif), perceived causes o r vio lence aga inst 

women, Based o n th e re search finding, the rol lowing questions cou ld be answered, 

I, What arc the perceived lil mili a l. soc ia l, psycho logical. phys ica l and 

causes f(Jr comm itting viol ence against \,vomen? 

., What arc the characterist ics or thc perpetrators" 

3, What arc the perceived elTcc ts or violence on thc perpetrato rs" 

4, What mec hanism s ean be implemented to minimi z,e the perceived causcs" 

1,3. Objective of the Study 

Ceneral Objective 

cu ltu ra l 

The Illain objcctive 01' this s tud y is to ident iry pe rce ived causes 01' vio lence aga inst 

\\Olllen among prisoners in /:itchc Prison Cenler orOrolllia region. 

S pecific Objectives 

The spec ilie objectives ol' the st ud y a imed at the following basic points: 

To identiry perceived f~l mil i al. soc ia l. psyc hological. p hys ical and cultural 

causes for cOtllmilting vio lence against women. 

To ident i I)' the characteristics or th e perpetrators, 

1'0 sec the perceived ellects or violence on perpetrators, 

T o show some in tervention mechanisms to at least III in i111 il.c th e perceived causes. 

(j 



1.4 Significancc of the Stud y 

Women constitut e half 0 1' th c wo rl d' s human rcso urces and ccntral to the econom ic as 

\I ell as the social bei ng 0 1' society's ,There J(m~ development goa ls can not be full y 

reached ,."ith out th e ir participation (Synder and Marry, I <)()5). Desp ite th is facL so me 

studi es indi cate thaI violence against wo men ad versel y affects the li ves or women in all 

dimcnsions, TherclcJre to ove rcome thi s prob lem the issue is worth investi gation . 

At the global and local leve l man y secto rs arc e urrcntl y engaged in thc prevent io n and 

intervention 0 1' violenc e both against wo men and childre n. Such 01' the g roups wo rking in 

vio lence prevention or inter vention has their own culture, co ncepts, th eo ry, language, 

methods and prioriti es . Some Ic)c uses o n the impacts 01' vio lence on the socie ty and 

puni shes olTenders on th e assumpt ion th at this will decreases rut ure violent acts ,Others , 
arc more interested in understandi ng the causes and detc rm ina nts of viol ence behav io r. 

I'hough thcse d illerenees arc observed and dinieu lt to say th c Ic)rmcr o r the la llcr is mo rc 

illlpoctant this research paper may he lp organi/.ations \~{orkillg in the area as information 

s ince the causes were elca rl y identified. 

At the local levcl no research is co ndu cted in the area of why pe rpetrato rs do such acL but 

on the victims an d its elfee ts , T herclc)re thi s research paper Ill y hclp othcr rescarc he rs to 

be ini ti ated and conduct more resea rch is the area . 

In addition it may bc he lprul to add so me conccp ts in th e polic y of the country to 

el iminat e o r at least to decrease thc problcm s ince poss ibl e liletors fo r eom milling' the 

crimc wc re identif ied in the rcseareh paper. 

I.ast but not least anybody can usc the research out co mc as a reiC renec matcrial. 

1.5, Scopc and Delimitation of thc Study 

The s tudy was more inte restin g if' it in vol vcs large sam ple s ize rrom di lfe rent pri so ns in 

the cou ntry . I lowe vcr becausc ol' tim c and financia l co nstra ints , it involved on ly pri so nc rs 

I'rom I:itche Pri so n Cen te r or O rom ia region , Iknee the scope or the s tud y is limi tcd to 

on h " one Prison Center. 
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1.6, DefInition of Tenns 

r I'cr-ccivcd Causes: - these arc thc perpctrato rs understanding or thinking or' 

I~lllliliai. soc ial. psychological. phys ical and cultural rcla tcd causcs to cOllllll itting 

violence against \·\omen. 

,.. Perpetrators: - /\ person committing crimes against women (\\ \.\ \\',thc free 
• 

dictionary. COIll). 

r Viole ncc:- the intent ional or un intentional usc 01' phys ical lorce or power, 

thrcatened against wO lll cn that eithcr resul ts in or has a hi gh likely hood of 

resu lting in inj ury ,death, psychologica l harlll . Illaladaptive or deprivation 

(W I 10. 2(02). 



CHA PTER TWO 

2" Rcvicw of thc Litc,"ature 

2. 1 Ge nc,"al Ovc,"vicw of Vio lcnce against Womcn 

rile International COllll1lunity n.:cogni/.cs Vio lence aga in st \\omen as the most pervas i ve 

human rights violation: all cu lturcs arc a free ted: nonc prov ide adequate protccti o n or 

redress lor vic tims . Mo reove r. th e world' s indigcnous peoples are dcc mcd especiall y 

vuln crablc to vi olence in Aus tral ia 's indigcnous communiti es .for cxample , level of 

vio lence co ns titute a na tiona l cris is; indeed, reports of new s ini stcr (orms of v iol~ nee 

child ~l11d group rapc- arc emergi ng despite the comprehensi ve range of' program s 

(icI ' ~lop~d to address the issue ( I.arse n .200'1). 

On th e othe r hand Leaeh (2001 ) s tated on the s ide of Vio lence agains t Chi Idren as: 

a lthough cen turi es of nove ls and autobiograph ies havc dealt with the subject of ch ild 

violence in all its f(Jrms socie ty has bee n s low in recogn iz ing th e freq uen cy with whi ch 

this assault is C() mmill~d .Only in the last twen ty yea rs has there bee n any real progress in 

this r~spect and most oJ' it is due to the cnorlS ofa small number of researc he rs and abo ve 

a ll to th e med ia. St ill und eres timated and somctimes eontcs ted arc the eo nsequcnces vcry 

early violence will havc for thc victims in the ir adult li ves. The iss ucs in vo lved ha ve 

been largely ignored, and thcre is corres po nd ing ly lit tl e mention of thcm in hi sto ri cal and 

ant hro pological studies (M ill er. J I)<)X). 

V iolcnc~ is among the leading causes oC death. In the 2000, it was estimated that 1.6 

million peo ple worldwide di ed as res ult of violence. Nearl y hall' o f these death s we re 

sui c ides. one third was hom ic ides and about one filth were wa r re lated . In middle inco me 

co untri es, more tha n 90%, of all vi olence related dea th s occur and in A I'riean a nd Latin 

Ameri can regions. homicide rates arc ncarly three times hi gher than sui cide rates (C laire 

I . ms~n. 2(04). 

From th e above point s re lated to vio le nce ' s of women and childre n, it can be obse r!ved 

that vio lence against th em has a long hi story and has got a gradual atlcn lioll frolll 

d iClCrcnt bod ics. Ilut s till both arc eo ntinllc to be victims. T hc re a rc man y difkrent 
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ex planations 01· me n· s violcnce to wo mc n and c hildre n. 13iolog ical cx pl anat ions may 

cmphasi/.c hormonal patterns and aggression; Sociobiology may conccptualil',c violence 

ill rc:latillll to territor) and its deknse: psycho logy may introducc pe rsona lit y ty pe or 

di so rd ers a nd pe rso nal cons truc ts: psyc hoanal ysis may hypothcsi/.e projcct ion and 

di sp laccm ent .soc io logy. an thropology. polit ical scicncc and cconomics all tcnd to usc 

concepts that arc gro und ed in inte rpcrso naL coll ecti vc, in sti tution al , s tructura l or soc icta l 

proccss ( Il ca rn . 1998). 

2.2 Meaning and Definitions of Vi olence 

Definition of Violence 

Thc wo rld Ilcalth o rgani/.ation (W IIO) defincs Violence as" the inte ntiona l usc or 

Phys ica l force o r powcr. thrca tc ncd or actual aga inst o ncsc lf, a nothcr pcrson or agai l)st a 

g roup or comm un it y that c ithcr rcs ults in or has a hi gh likc lihood o r rcsultin g in injury, 

dc:ath. psvcholo!!ical harm. ma l-de\'e lopmcnt or dcpri vati on·· (W II O Clc ncva. 2(02) . 

Violence against women 

Thc issuc or Violence again s t wo mcn and its ncga ti vc impact is rccogn i/.cd and givcn 

se ri ous attcntion vc ry rcccntl y. After ma ny co nfe re nces wcre he ld in d iffe re nt cou ntri cs 

lilr thc rccognition of" V iolcncc aga inst wo mcn. the Unitcd Na tion s Gc ncra l Assembl y . 

on Ihis (kclaratioll Vioicnce against wOlllen was deli ned as "any act of' gender base 

violcncc that rcsults in or likclv to result in phys ical. sex ual or psyc holog ical harm or 

surlcrin g to women. inc ludi ng th rca t of such acts. coercion or bit rary de pri vat io n of 

libc rty whcthe r occu rring in public or private life" Cf urshcn andlloleomb) . 

Violence against Ch ild.'en 

Accord ing to Interna tional Societv fen the prevcnt ion o/" child Vio lcnce and negl cc t (in 

World Report on Violcnee and Ilcalth. 2(02). reecntly compared definitions 01· vio lcnce 

I·rom difkrc nt co un tries and round somc commona lity in what was co nsidered vio lcncc. 

In 1999. The WHO consultat io n o n ch ild violcncc prcven tion drafted th e follo wing 

dclinition. ·Child vio lcncc or maltreatment constitutes al l form s of phys ica l and lor 

el1lotional ill - treatment. sexual violence. neglect or negli gent treat ment or cO lllmercial or 

10 



other nploitation. resulting in actua l or pOicnti a l harm to the eh ild' s hea lth. surviva l 

de\ 'cloplllcnt or d ignit), in the eon tc"t 01' a rel ationship ot' responsib ility. trust or po\\'er·. 

Accord ing to the rev ised ve rsion or Wor ld I lealth Organi,.ation (2008) : 

Viol ence against women is a major public hea lth problem and a violation of' , 
human ri ght s. 

,\ lack Dr access to education and opportunil) . and 10\\ social status in 

communities an.: link ed to \ ·jolenec against women. 

Vio lence by an intimate partner is one of the most common i(Jrlns or viol ence 

against W Oll1cn 

A wide range of phys ical, mental , sex ual and reproductive . and maternal 

health prob lems can result from vi ol ence against wo men. 

Man) \,,"nen do not seck hclp or report their experiences when violence 

occurs. 

2.3 Global and National Lcgal and Uuman rights "csponscs 

towards Violcncc against Womcn 

II u11lan ri ghts arc uni versal. inalienablc. ind ivis ible. interconn ected and inl erdepcndcnt. 

Thc 1'latj(lJ'111 t()r /\etion real'i irms that all human ri ghts- civil. cultural. economic. 

political and social. including the right to deve lopme nt arc univc rsal. indi visiblc. and 

interdependent and interrela tcd. as ex pressed in the Vienna Decla ration and I'rogram 01' 

Action adopted by the wo rld conrerenee on human rights. 

The lJN Declarati on on Vio lence Aga inst wo men which was adopted in 1993 rcl'utes all 

!( )!"Ill S or \'iolcncc against \\omcn and guarantecs women equa l ri ghts w ith men in all 

spheres or li l'c. including education. employmen t, health. care. the vote. nationality and 
, 

marriage .According to thi s international Declaration or article ( I ) Shows; any act that 

compromises with women' s health and libe rty could class ifi ed under the form of 

Violence aga inst wome n (W IIO. 2(08). 
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I\eeo rdi ng to the LIN lellirth worl d eon le renee on women ( Iki,iing, 1')')5) all 

gove rnmen ts, irrespec tive or the ir po liti cal econom ic, and cul tural system , arc 

responsibl e fen the promot ion and pro tec ti on o r wo men' s huma n rights, 

Since both \\omen and children arc the victims or the violence, there arc a lso conve ntions 

01' child rights to protect thelll l'rol11 any ha rm ,Charter 01' the lJn ited Na ti ons, and in 

particu lar in the spir it 01' peace, dignity, to lerance I'reedom, equal ity and solida ri t), , 

bearing in mind that the need to ex tend parti cu lar care to the child , it has been stated in 

the Genera l Dec larati on o r the Rights or the chi ld ( 1924) adopted by the Gerll': ral 

I\ ssembly on 20 November 195') (UN, 1989) ,It is ind ica ted in the declaration of the 

ri[.!llls ol'the ch ild 'the child, b) reason or his physical and men tal im maturity , needs ' , 

The Conven tion on the Rights or the Child sets out the basic human rights that chil dren 

eve rywhere have the right to: surviva l. develop to the ruliest. protection l'rol11 harmrul 

influences , and partic ipate Cul ly in (~1I11i1 y , cul tura l and social Ii Ie , 

In the national sell ing or I,: thi op ia, the issue o r violence against women and children is 

addressed by vario us I,,,, s , polices and programs Yi rst and lelremost. the cons ti tu ti on of 

the I:ederal Democra ti c Republic or Eth iopia, \\ hich is the suprcme la\\ 01' the country 

guaran tees the human ri ght and prov ides a sound rramework fen the protec tio n ,and 

promot ion of the ri ghts of women and chil dren ,A rti cle 9 (4) o ft hc consti tuti on integrates 

all international ag reements rat ili cd by " thiopia in the laws of thc country and arti cle 35 

o f the constitu ti on dea lt with wo men' s ri ght whil e arti cle 36 dea lt with Children's ri ght. 

Art.<) stales that all internat ional ag reement s ratili ed by Lthiop ia are an integral part o f 

the law of the lanel. Art. 35 stipulate that 'the stale shall enforce the right of' wo men to 

eliminate the iniluenee or harl11ful c ustoms, Laws customs and practi ces that oppress or 

cause bod il y or ment al harm to wo men arc prohi bi ted ' , Art 36 o l' the constituti on protect 

children not to be exp loitative pract ices neither to be req uired nor pe rm itted to perfo rm 

\\oll that ma) be ha/.itrdous, or harmful to his or her education, health or we ll being . 
(Consti tution or IDR I':, 1')<)4: 4, 16, 17) , 
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The Convcntion on thc IJimination of all [fJrJllS 01' Di sc rimina tion Against women 

(C LJ)A W) was ra tilied by r-:thiopia in 1995, It commits itselr to take all approp,'iate 

I11caSLlrL'S incllldin~ legislation . to suppress all forms or viol ence aga inst \Vomen 

(l JNICTI : , ~000~5) 

The United Nat ions Convcntion on thc Right o r the child (1 979) ,ratifi ed by Lthiopia in 

1991 commits ' mcm bers states shall take all [f)]'lnS of physical or mcnta l vio lence , 

injury or abuse ,neg lcet or neg lec t -trca tmcn t , maltrcatmcnt or cx ploitation includ ing 

sexual ahuse , II hile the care of parcnts (s) , Icga l guardian (s) or an y othcr pcrson who 

has ca re ol' the child ,On the other ha nd the Afr ican Cha rtcr on the Ri ghts and welj~trc of 

the child, an international human ri gh ts inst rumcnts written by member states 01' the 

Organization of' African Unity (OAU), lt is base on the rights o f thc child as set forth in 

the CI{(, .Neve rthelcss , it loeuscs on ch ild rcn's ri ght in an African eontcx t , Et hi opia 

ratified this charter in 1999. The charter obli ga tes stat e part ies to protect the child [rom 

alIIlJrJ11S orahuse (l JNICI ':I', 2000, 1(6 ) 

Therc arc many subordinate lalls that deal with the dil'l c rent aspec ts or violcnce against 

1I'0man and ehi ldrcn ,The " Imil y law, the penal law, the crimina l proecdure law and the 

labor laws arc the notabl e ones . All thesc laws prohibi t any violcnec aga inst wo men and/a 

girl ch ild, 

2.4 Theoretical ~~xplanations on Predispos ing Factors for 

Committing Violence 

Violence is a complex, nlu l tif~t ee t ed pl'Oblcm, and thcre arc many di Ikrent thcorc tieal 

perspectivcs on what a rc thc prcdi spos ing (~lelOrs [f) r commi tting it. Thesc vary in thc 

emphas is placed on psyc hological. interpersonal and structural 1 ~lc t o rs, and in the ir 

underlying ass umptions ahout whether human beha vior arises ['rom ['rcc wi ll or is 

dctermined by cx tcrnal [' lelmS, 
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2.-1.1 Intra -individual Thcorics 

Illlra illlli\ idual thcorics explain vio lence in terms of indi vidual ac tor. Somc of these 

thco ri cs sec personality. abnormal ity or deJ(;cts and a lcoho l and drug usc as causing 

vio lent psyc hopathological tendcncics as in humans. Others sec ch romosomes and 

hormones in males to be medically linked to violence. For instance. it is suggested that 

th e chromosomes in males arc prod uctive of low inte lligence which corre la tes with lo w 

cliucational levels. limited occupational opportunities and increased [·rustration to cause 

anti - social hehavio r and violence (K anilli. 19In) . 

Studies ha ve al so jC)LlI1d a causa l relationship between agg ress ion and leve ls of androgens 

suc h as testosterone and se rotonin. Sti ll o ther theories have linked organic brain 

syndrome to violent out bu rsts .Hut some researc hers identifi ed that in ma ny f,"nilies 

drunkenness m ay occLir v\ ithout any viol ence being precipitated. v"hile viol ence may 

occur without an y alcohol bei ng consumed . (Ibid. 1997: 6) . 

2.-1 .2 Socia l Psychological Thcor ics 

Social I'sychological theories cxam ine the interaction of the indi vid ual with the socia l 

envirolllllen t. that is. wi th other indi vi dual s groups and organ i/.C:l liollS. 

Fno·t,.utioll - Aggres . .,-joll Tlte{JlT:- this theory views the expression or aggression either 

as a rcsponsc to the emotion tha t an indi vid ual feels when somc goa l is blocked or as a 

response to fr ustration be ing the product of learn ing Violence is seen to be highl y 

re lated to soc ia l strcss such as poverty and jobless. As a marriage decli nes in sati s['let ion. 

a gro\\ ing sense of" an ger and f'rllstralion emerges that increases the poten tial for violence 

( Kanm i. 1997:(,) . 

According to .I ohn J)ol lard c ited in Ahuja ( 1987) frustrati on is linked to aggression. Jhe 

aggressive dri ve is an innatc dri ve . It he lps exp lain indi vidual violence because the 

indi vidual is the fCJeus of high persona l involvement and of high frust rati on in the famil y. 

Whe never something interferes with an indi vidual" s attempt to reach some goa l or end. 

he fCe ls frustrated and frustrat ion intLlrn leads to sOllle IC)I"I" of aggression. 
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Social Learllillg Tfle0r:J ': - this theory ViL'WS vio lence as learned phenomenon. Together 

with the role modeling theory . it assumes that children learn vi ol ent behavior when they 

sec their pare nts or other significan t o th ers resolving problems by means 01· violence. The 

children then model this rol e of vio lent inter personal behavior when they thel11selves 

become parents (A braham. 1995). 

Iluman aggression and violence arc learned conduct. especially through direct 

experience anel by observing the behavior 01" others. According to this individual learns 

vio lence through imitation .Aggressive behavior patterns learned throu g h modeling -and 

imitation rel11ain part 01· our repcrtoire of social responses o ve r time (Ahuja. I 987: 176) . 

Resource TileOlT - this thcory cxpl ain s that vio lcnee is used as resource to gain one s 

'vvishes in a manner similar to the lise of money_ status and individual personal attributes. 

The extent of l11aterial resources co ntroll ed by husbands and wives deterl11ines their 

relative innuenee o ve r l11ajor decisions and their control of marital power violence is the 

ultil11ate resou rec in that it is used when o ther resources are perceived to be insuffic ient or 

to have "tiled to obtain the desi red response. Thus men who lack these other resources 

lCel pll\.\crless and resort to I()rce and vio lence (K anilli .1997:6). 

e(JII/licf TII/!OIy:- aSSUl11es that Con flict is an inevitable part of all assoc iations which are 

eha raeteri/ed by super ordinate and subordinate relations as well as eOl11peting goals 

The htmil y is viewed as an arena of confrontation and eonJlieting interests. and so 

vio lence is a likcly outCOl11C (Ibid: 6). 

2.4.3 Socio-cultural Theories 

Soeio cultural thcories Locus on macro- level analys is henee sueh theories plaee vio lence 

lI·ith in a wider cxpl anatory f"ramc work that considers the impact of" soc ial in stitutions 

and social structures on social behavior. 

-Sff"llcfllral 7he(J/Y - It identitics thc sou rce of violence as stress. fr us tration and 

deprivation rcsu lting l"rom economic crises. Peoplc with ["ewer rcsou rccs relati vc to other 

15 



r 

members of the soc iety arc known to ex pe rience hi gher leve ls or frustration and the 

s tress, Thcy also ha ve ICII'c r material s, emotiona l. psycholog ica l and soc ial reso urce's to 

cope adequa telv, llencc thcse ma y leaclto violence or abuse ( Ibid: X), 

FeJllillis! TherllY thi s thcory highligh ts th c oppressive cha ractcr 01' s tru ctu ral inequalit y 

basc on gendcr. I:or Icmin ists, ge ndcr itsell ' is a soc ial construction 01' male and I"cma le 

iden tili cd w it h uneq ua l socia l value, The ins titution 01' patri archy , a sys tem of malc 

dominance. cond itions womc n psychologicall y in to accepti ng a secondary s tatu s by 

embrac ing a process or sex role stereot yping, Thi s patriarcha l soc ial order leads to the 

subord ination or \\omen and cont ri butes to a his torical paltcrn of sys tematic violence 

directed aga inst II ives (/\huia. 1<)87). 

On th e other hand the /:'c%gieal Model pro nounces that the re is no s ingle determinant 

rath er an interaction or operatin g factors favo ri ng for violence against women and 

children, As Vioicnce has multi Illeeted nature , ecological mod e l classi lied in I()ur levels . 

makes it possible to understand the .illctors influcncin g peopic's behav ior to be 

perpet rators 01' vio lent aets ( I:awee ll et al 1996), Accordin g to the lirst level age. sex , 

ed ucati on income. alcoho l and drug consumption , anteceden ts or aggressive or se lf 

cl eva luat ion beha viors. mc ntal or pe rso nality di sorders and substance related di so rd ers 

eom pcl an indi vidual to practice violent acts, Thc sccond level encompasses closer 

re lat ions hips e ither between Illmily mcmbers or I'r iends' Yor instance having fri ends who 

incite 01" commit violence ac ts can en hance th e ri sk that peo ple wc ll excuse their act ions, , 

The thi rd le ve l propagates the community co ntext and. its states that unJlealthy soc ial 

relat ions that developed in schoo ls ,\Vork p lace and nei ghborhoods might intensify vio lent 

acts in the soc iet y , The lourth leve l is ground ed at general [lleto rs re lated to the st ructurc 

or soeiet), These lileto rs con tribut e to crcate a s ituation that inc ites viole nce which 

includes standards that rcanirlll men"s dominion over women so that maintain econom ic 

or socia l inequaliti es be twee n 111 en and WDlllen ( hll'lcctt, ct ai, 1996), 
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·Icfl I learn ( 1096) cxpla inedtheori es or violencc aga inst W0111c n and childrcn in relation 

to socio -historical. socio hiolo[!ical and soc io const ructional detcr111inan ts. Acco rd ing to 

his social historical deterministic school believes that gender based violence is 111can t to 

be. in vok ing "(jod's \\·ill· as an c.::xp lanation 01' man"s acts. In every society. maleness 

with its associated supre111 aey is div inely ord ained. Il istory has been recorded and passed , 

dOl.,'n as the his tory or men -their idcas . their ad ve ntu res. and their exp loi ts. 11 has been 

111en ,1'110 lI'ere sui'fi eient ly lite rate to record their ti 111es the histo ri ca l rational points to 

reeordcd historv as pmo!' that 111cn ha vc al ways been violent and thm civ il ization is a 

product 01' violence and lIarlim.: . Mcn grcII up lI'ith the idca that they arc conquerors and 

adven turess and hcnce begin to behave thus ( .1. Ilcarn . 1')')6: 70) . 

I'he soc io- biological ex planations or ge nder based violence be lie ve innate male 

aggress ion is evolut ionary and is simpl y inherent in man. On the oth er hand social 

construction theori sts posit that socially dominant groups have constructed many or Ollr 

be li els and custOll1S in order to 111a intain their econo111ic political and lor hege ll10 ni e 
. , 

power. This d0111inance idcology justili es ll1ale dominance and argues tilat Viol ence 

agains t 1I0111en and children is mani['csted Ih rough patriarchal inst ilution . In addition the 

intergenerational trans111ission thcory of wi['c and ch ild abuse, men who obscrvcd Ihe ir 

['I thers abuse their 111others. who wc re abused by thcir parents as ch ildre n. 111cn who 

"bsen'ed their parents physically allaching each othcr arc likcly to resort to violenl 

actions toward W0111cn or childrcn ( ibid: 70) . 

2.5 Empirical Studies on Causative factors for Committing Violence 

Causati ve f~lctors lhat precip itate an ind ividual to cOl11m it violence against \NO lll en and 

chi ldren arc cOll1ple~ and varied . They in volve personal. social. and cult ura l [actors. 

2.5.1 Individual Related Facto,'s 

Alcohol {/lid drug co" slIlIIp!io" 

Alcohol has been shown to playa disi nhibil ing rol e in ccrtain types of sex ual assa ult s as 

have SOll1e drops notabl y cocaine. I\lcohol has a psycho pharmacological e rleet or 

rccluein[,! inh ibiti ons, clouding judgmcn ts and impairing the ability 10 interpret cues. 
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I'eopic are Illore likel y to act violently whe n drunk because the)' do not co ns ider that they 

will bc had accountabl e f()r their behavior (M ichae l 1:lood, 20( 1), I\huja ( In7) also 

exp lained that SO IllC of' the rapcs occurred aftcr drinkin g when the offenders lIere 

intox ica ted and in a wi ldl y exc ited and bell igerent state or mind scarce ly understandi ng 

the consequcnees o f' the ir ac tion , 

/'.IYc/III/ogica/ Fac/ors 

There has been considerable resea rch in recen t times on the rol e 01' cogniti ve variables 

aillong the set 0 1' filetors that can lead to vio lenc e, 1:01' example sexual ly violent me n I;ave 

been shown to be Illore likely to consider victims responsible lo r the rape and arc less 

kno\;vlcdgcabl c about the impact of' rape on victims. Such men may mi sread cues given 

out Iw lIornen in socia l sit uations and may lak e the inhibiti on that act to suppress 

assoc iations between sex and aggress ion .They Illay have coercive sex ual f~l nlas i cs, 

genera ll y encouraged by access to pornography and arc host il e towards wo men, ha ve an 

exaggerated sense or mase ul inity ( Michael 1:lood .200 I), 

On lhe other hand WII O (200X) had iden tifi ed personal f~letors that have an assoc iation 

\\jlh \ iok'ncL' as !()llo\\s: - being a young age. 1()\·\c r socio economi c status. lim ited 

education .a history o!' abuse and substance usc negative altitude towards women \C! nc! 

being abused as a ch ild In additi on 1:lood ( 2001 ) identilied character isti cs or some 

people who abuse wo mcn and chi ldren as: low se lf-es teelll , poor control over thei r 

emotion , a hi story 0 1' being abused thel11 se lves , stress, financial problems, social iso lation, 

lack or pa renting sk ills, is ab using drugs or alcohol. illness, belier tha t too l11uc h prai se or 

allention II ill spoi l a child, belief' that rcar and embarrassl11e nt arc the way to makc surc 

chi ldren obey ,docsn't understand childrcn 's necds or ab ilities and criti cizes children 

who can't mect their hi gh ex pectations, focused on own troubl es or things other than their 

ch il dren and has been diagnosed or ex hibi ts symptoms of depress ion, 
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2.5.2 Peel' and Fam ily Related Facto,'s 

Ga lll': rape 

Sexual aggressioll is often a defini ng character istic of manhood in the group and IS 

signi licall\ly rc lated to the " 'ish to be held in high estee lll. Research suggests tha t Illen 

likel) to report cocrcin: or cn[{)I"ccd intercourse outside the gang conlCxt than l11e l1 

lacking sex uall y aggressive peLTS. The need to belong remai ns a constan t pressure in 

soc iety by yo ung people In particular. In order to be long to a pa rti cu lar group, Illany 

adolescents feci the need to conf'orlll or prove oncse lf which Ill ay d ircctly rcsult in the 

perpetration or acceptance or violen t behavior (M ichae l. 200 I). In add ition Moffitt and 

Silva (1<)<)3) ex plained the inlluCllee of' violent beha vior in ch ild and adolescent Illa les. 

I'hey ]()lllld that males and females \.vith the hi story or aggressi ve behavior wcre morc 

likel y to associate with delinquent peers than other who did not d isplay aggrcs;;ive 

behavior. I:urthcr. aggressive you ng Illall and women who con ti nued associa ti on wi th 

delinquent peers also continued aggress ive and violent behavior becausc del inquent peer 

inlluence provided grea ter opportunity Illr behavio rs. 

I:'II"~I' Cbild bootl EllvimlllllclI/s 

Research indicates that child hood env ironments that arc phys icall y vio lent. emo ti onall y 

unsupporti ve and characterized by eOlllpeti ti on [or scarce have been associated with 

violence. Sexually aggressive behav ior in young men. far instance. has been likcd to 

"itnessing ('alll i II' violence and has emotionall y distant and uncaring f',thers. Men raiscd 

in IClllIilics "ith st rongl v patriarchal structures are Illore likely to beeollle violcnt than 

men ra ised in hOllles that arc more ega litari an (Michael. 200 I). 

Marie and Ilay (2003) also idcnti ficd pred isposing factors rela ted to f'\Illilies that 

eon tributcd to be ing violcnt These arc intcrgcnera ti onal Illental il lness .domestic 

violence. drug and alcohol abuse. sexual elllotional and phvsical abuse: inadequate or 

sllpen ision. arrce tion .and attention far children: single parent f' \Illil y status: separation 

and d i , 'oree and eh i lei hood ex posure to inti mate partner violence. 
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2.5.3 Cu ltural Factors 

Maric and I lay (2003) summari l.cd somc of" the predi spos ing socic tal fac tors as f()llows: 

the f'cmini/.atiol1 or poverty and gender inequality. high you th ullemployment. raci sm and 

disc rimination aimed at aboriginal youth . economic or social marginal ization. 

co nsu me ri sm. organizcd crimc networks and computer usc and related techno log ical 

advances. 

Violenec supporti vc alt it udes and norms arc sha ped by vario us ot he r soc ial inlluences 

including popular mcdia. A widc rangc of' stud ics have documcntcd relation ships between 

tolerance I(Jr physical or sexual vio lence and ex posure to particular imagery ill 

pornograph y. telev is ion. lilm. ad vc rti sing and e lec tro ni c ga mes. This ex posure Illay prove 

to be a significant aUilude. Members of di sadvantaged com munities may lea rn a greater 

tolerance or violcnee through ex posu re to vio lence by th e ir parents. delinquent peers and 

o thcrs (1:lood and ['case 2(06). Thev a lso add ed that ra tes o f" repo rted dOlllestic violence 

arc higl1L'r in areas oj' economic and social disadvantage. Disadvantages may increase the 

risk of' ab usc beeausc or filcto rs such as crowd ing. hopclcssncss. conn ict . stress . I)r a 

Sensc o r inadequacy in some mcn. Socia l iso lation. low leve ls 01' po vert y. un em ployment, 

and collect ive cffieacy a rc somc pred isposing h lctors ror committing vio lenec aga inst 

wo mcn and children . 

In addition hi gher risk is ]{)Und in socie ti es wi th traditional gender norms or a lack of" 

autonom y I(n wome n. and whcre there arc res tricti ve la ws on d ivo rce and ownership and 

inheritance 01' prope rty . or when di sasters. 

2.5..l Economic Factors 

Poverll': Different lind in !!s show Ih at there is a complex relationsh ip be tween poverty . ~ . 
and child abuse. neglect and violence aga inst women. There is a strong correla ti on 

bc twcen linnily incomc and child abuse and ncglec t. According to Diana J. I':ngli sh c ited 

in Maric and Il ay (2003) th e stress that comes with po vert y may pred ispose the paren ts to 

usc corporal puni shmcn t that ma y Icad to ph ys ica l ab usc. Most poo r parcnts do not 

ma ltrea t their children :Rather .the cfkc ts 01' po ve rty. such as st ress. may inlluencc othe r 
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risk "Ictors. including dcprcssion. substance abuse. and domestic violenec. These ri sk 

I~lclors. in turn Illay predispose the parents to violent 11L:havior \oHard their children. 

Ullelnp/oymelll 

Accordi ng to the I <)75 Nat ional hlmil y Viol ence Sur vey found .rates of ch ild ab use that 

were conside rabl y hi ghe r amo ng f~l l11 i li es suficring from unem ploymen t than among 

those in IIhich the hushand was work ing full time. Families in which the husband was not 

\\orking had a signilicanlly higher rale or child abuse than ot her f~1l11ilics. j:urlhcrlllorc 

the finding shows that wivcs of uncmploycd husbands did ha ve a hi ghcr rate or ai/use 

than wives ofhusbancls work ing full timc. 

2.5.5 Physica l and Social Environment 

Recent research suggests that certain demographic f~lct()r S significan tl y increase the ri sk 

of collective violence. espec iall y civ il eonilic!. These "Ietors inelucle havi ng a high 

proport ion or young adults. high le vel of' yo uth unemployment . ra pid rates of 

urbani/.at ion . low availabil ity of crop land (and associated di sputes over fa rmland 

distribution) and scarc ity of renewablc fres h water (J .arscn 2004). 

I INICI.:!· un the other hand identilied some prcdisposing "letors f(n commi lling violenec , 

against \mman and children in its review 01' Sout h Ali' iean child protection serv ices and 

these arc as I(l ilows: poverty includi ng high rate of unemployment .un"lvo rablc home 

circumstances or f' lmil y vio lence. breakdown in family and community support systcm. 

drug or alcohol abusc in the filillily or com munity, lack 01' safc ty and protecti on scrviecs 

in thc com munity. negative or d iscmpowering societal and cu ltural alii tudes towards 

IIOlllen and children. lack 01' trust by paren ts. lack or tolcrance in the f'ullily. in 

accessibility to resourec I.e. economi c. social. se rvice. heal th. ed ucation and 

psyc hol ogical (UN ICI T. 2004 : 19). 

/\eeording to Towns (2003) the re is neve r a simple answer to the question why SOllleonc 

eOllllllits vio lence aga inst women or children. But people eOlllmit vio lcnee because ol"one 
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Erpr e,lsiulI: Somc peop lc usc vio lcnce to relcasc fe c lings of an gcr or fr us tration. Thcy , 

think th crc arc no answcrs to thc ir problems and turn to vio lencc to cx prcss thcir out o f' 

cont rol cmot io ns. 

1\IIlIlIiplI/aliOlH: violcnce is uscd as a way 10 co nlrol o lhcrs or gc t sOlllc thing thcy wanl. 

Ueta lia/ion : violence is Llsed to rualiatc against those \\ 110 have hurt th em or someone 

thcy care about. 

2.6. Warning Signs of Violence . 

Acco rding to a publication 01' th c A mcri can psyc ho log ical Assoc iati ons practiec 

DirL'cloratc C\\ \\ \~pilllerp ccn lcr.org) if th e following warnin g signs arc observed there 

is a sc rious possibilit y of violc nce: loss 01' tcmpe r on a dail), basis. frcqucnt phvs ical , , 

fighting. significant vandal ism or property damage, increase in usc of drugs or alcohol. 

increasc in risk takin g bchavioL dcta il ed plans to commit acts & violence . ann ou nc ing 

thn:ats or plans for hurting others. enjoying hurt ing anima ls, carrying a weapon 

.thrcatenin g othe rs rcgularl y. withdrawal from fric nds an d usua l acti viti cs. fecl ing 

re.iected or <llone. having heen a victim or bull ying. feel ing 10 constan tl y di srespected. 

Lliling to acknowlcdgc th c leclings or ri ghts 01' othcrs. hist ory 0 1' d isciplinc problcms. 

gang mem bershi p or strong desire to be in a gang and trouble controlling feeli ngs like 

anger. 

2.7. Forms of Violence 

Accordin g to Ycgc: bcshal (2005), pcrpct rators can incl ude: partncr, cx-pa rlnCL boy 

li'icn,L l ~l1hcr. anothe r lillllil )' Illclllbe r. and anothe r pc rson a t hOllle. tcaeher lecl ucator. 

boss. coll eag uc at work or sc hooL anoth c r acquaintancc and a st ran gc r .Shc a lso 

sUllllllari/.ed th c ['orllls o r violencc that perpetrato rs can act against wOlll cn andlor 

chi Iclrcn as:-

Sex ual v iolence : harass lllcnt. rapc. sodolll Y. allem ptcd rapc . ma rital rape, 

cx pl oitation. child sexual ince nts. /(Jrced pros titution. scx ual traClicking. 

Physical vio lcncc: S pousc beati ng. assa ul t. honor kil lings. dowry abusc. 
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E mot ion al-psycho logica l vi ol en ce ve rbal. e mo ti onal ab use . humili ation. 

discrimination. denial of" opportuni ties and/or se rvices. spouse eo n li ne ment 

/domes ti e viol e nce 

Economic v iolence taking away the money the women carns so th at the 

male pa rtn c r has a n abso lute co ntrol over the income or th e 1' 1I11il y and othe r 

I larll1f"ul T raditional pract ices lik e l:emale C,enital M utilation ( FG M). dU'l y 

marriage. widow ce remonies. honor kil lings. d(}\Nry ahuse and den ial o f' 

ed ucation. lelOci len girl s /womel1 ciu e to ge nder rol e expecta tions (Yigebashal. 

20053 ) 

The repo rt o r A i"riean C hilcll'oli ey I:orum (AC:I'I :) cited in Alebachew (2007). staleci that 

the most freq ue nt ly cited ac ts 01' viol e nce agai ns t ch ild ren arc rape. in sult, beating. being 

dep rived or bas ic necess iti es suc h as l(lOci o r clo thes. be ing macie home less, a bciuetio n. 

ear ly marriage. iCmale ge n ital mutila tion a ncl ch ild labor. In his stud y be also ide nti fi ed 

tha t perpc trators 01' vio lencc agai nst second cyc le elementary sc hool s tudents we re scbool 

ciropouts. ga ngs on the way and in sc hool. Il:deral police. 1'lm ily. neigh boring stude n\s in 

ncighborin g sc hool s. sugar daddi es. teachers. g ua rds and other c lassma te students 

(A lebaehew.2007 :46). 

2.8. Effects of Violence on the Perpetr'ators 

Violence alkets not onl y the lives o r victim s but a lso per[Jetrators and the soc iety al 

large. S upportin g this idea Oyekan m i (1997) ex plained that man who beats his wiiC 

sulkrs a sense or hope lessness. hu m ilia tion and lo ne liness. l ie ma y beeomc promiscuous. 

goi ng li'om women to wo man. a nd ye t di strusti ng rcma le- Iolk. li e may became very 

un ha ppy and lonk older than his age. Ili s lind ing also sho ws that men suITer phys ical 

injury anci th e re is an also psyc ho log ical and soc ia l e lket o n th e m (i.e. men I,n ay 

dis turbed. eo ni"used i"rus trat ed . ashamed to discuss with I"riends or ex tended I>lI11il y and 

s tays out longe r somet im es lell" the ir action (Oycka nm i. 1997 : I 16). 



2.9. Preventing Vio len ce against Women 

PrL\"l~ntioll ill\ 'oIVl':S the creation or environ men ts that arc protective of' women and 

child ren in order to l11inil11il.c vio lencc against thcm and reduce opportuniti es fClr 

orfCnces, The pril11ary prcvcnt ion involvcs the way in \,chich pcople thi nk about gcnder 

violence and child abuse. spec ificall y their aware ness. kno wledgc. allitudes and bcli e ls . 

as \\'el l as the physica l sa le ty 0 1' wOl11en and children. po li cies and procedures fCl r 

addressing gender based violencc. and school climate or culture, In additi on prcve ntion 

in\olws idcn til"\ 'ing those pred isposing " lctors or " hich leads the indi vidual to cO l11l11it 

\ iolcncc and do ing 011 it. 

SOI11C scholars address that all vio lence's against wOl11e n and chi ldren is prcventable. 

Th is is true if' all the concerned bodics arc lighting the probl el11 ve rti ca ll y or horizonta ll y. 

Addrcssing thc activities donc at dilkrent level to stop violence aga inst wOl11e n and 

chi ldren Alcbache\,\ (2007) sta ted that acadcl11ic institu tions. wOl11en associations or 

students. chari tab le orga ni /.a tion. reli gious associations. as we ll as non-profi t 

associations. ha ve been engaged in the top ic or violence against women and ch ildren. 

Individual as we ll as "lmil y counse ling is being dealt with. tra inings and 111l11il y events 

arc bein g carried out and articles arc being publi shed in news we ll as material ass istan ce 

arc being oflcrcd etc. 

Preventing violence aga inst wo men and ch ildren is not a Olle day process or activit y . 

I{ather it is a long-term process and requires good monitoring so thal strateg ies can be 

changed over tilll e to lll ax illli/,c effec ti veness. Lxploring this idea Yigebcshal (2005) 

explained that ' f) eve loping prcvention strategies require good asseSSlllent. good planning. 

~o()(1 mon itoring. and resource (hulllan. financ ia l. tech nica l). She a lso statcd that fClr 

e\'cry ac t 01' \ 'iolcnce. the re is a perpctrato r and a su rvivor/ vietilll and prevention 

strategies lllUSt ta rget both potcntia l perpet rato rs and potential survivo rs (Yigabeshal. 

2005 :G ), Vio lence cannot be seen as a single entity lc)l' there arc dil '!Crent types or 

violence. and cven lllorc e lca rl y there is no single cause behind it. Methods or con trol 
, 

will. therelclre. have to be various with any social phenomenon. control is enhanced by 

the understanding 01' its cause (Ciuhan .19X}: I'IX), 

24 



2.9.1 I)oin~ wilh children & youlh, men, women and ~irls 

A lI/olIK ch ildrell It l lli YOlltl, 

Perhaps the most obvious rational for sta rting yo ung. is that ado lescence is a cru cial 

portion in terms or wo men· s and men· s [ormation of healthy. non-v iolent relationships 

later in Ii Ie. I)ollars and erlcHl put in carly can save much greater expenses and trauma in 

adult tile. rvlorc intensive and long term education programs in schools do produce lasting 

change in att itudes and bdli:l\ 'iors. 

Wife Boys alld Men 

There is an increasing focLls Oil engaging boys and me n in efforts to prevent intimate 

partner vio lence. Thi s has a thrcel(lld rat ional. I:irst. while most males do not perpetrate 

lntlllla l ~ partne r \ iolcncc. intimate partllL'1" vio lence is perpetrated largely by males . 
• 

Second. constructions 0 1· masculinity play a crucial role in shaping some men s 

perpet ration 0[· physical and sex ual assault. Third. men ha ve a positive role to play in 

helping to end men" s violence. aga inst women. 

\ ·Vilh ~irls and Women 

Ilistorieall). gir ls and \lomen have been the lelcus or primary preve nt ion elTons 

address ing intimate partner violence. Gi rls and Women arc ta ught in school programs and 

elsewhere to watch out [elr the wa rning signs of ab use in relationships, to avoid ri sky 

si tuations or respo nd el"IC;ctivciy to them. to usc clear and crfective commun icat ion in 

sex ual si tuations. and to rcj ect violence-supportive myth and norms. Directing vio lence 
• 

prevention dTorts to women can increase wome n" s critical understand ing of intimate 

partner \'ioknce and build on their alrcady existing skill s in recognizing and res isting 

violence . [n addi ti on. ed ucating Illan can change mcn: by shi nin g \.vo mcn" s cxpec tat ion or 

partne rs and int imate relations. interventions Illay increase thc pressures on incentives [or 

hete ro sex ual Illen to adopt non-violent prac ti ces and identi ties. Peer education and 

Ill cntoring is illlportant in boy's & peer cultures and extens ive psycho logica l and legal 

interventions arc appropriatc alllong boys or 1ll()lcs at ri sk or already using violencc. 
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l~ egarding preve nti on s trateg ies W II O (2008) al so addressed the follo wing points: More 

evaluati on is neeclecl to assess the effec ti veness o r viol ence prevention measures. 

Inte rve nti on with promi s ing res ults include inc rcas ing edu cati o n and opportunit ies for 

\\omen and girl s. im pro" ing their se l f-es teem and negotiating skill s. and reducing gender 

incquit ics in com nlun it ics. In addi tion c nin ts ,,, ith positive success incl ud e: 1V0rk with 

tee nage rs to rcducc da tin g viol e nce: supporti ve programmes fin c hildren who ha ve 

witncssed intimate partne r viol ence; mass public education campai gns; and work wi th 

lllCJ1 a nd boy to cha nge allitudes abo ut gcndcr inequities a nd thc acccptability of vio lence. 

l:urth e rmore ad vocacy I(n vic ti m s. belle r aware ness of vio lence and it s consequences 

among hea lth \\orkcrs. and \\ ider k l1o\\ ledge of ava ilab le resources Ic)!" abused \\om en 

( including lega l ass istan ce. hous in g and child care) . can lessen th e co nseque nces or 

viol ence. 

J\ ccordin g to I.arse n (2004) address ing th e prevention mechani sm s to viol ence agains t 

1V0me n and c hildre n sys tc mati e data coll ecti on is valua ble . Data arc he lp rul in 

determin ing the magnit ude of a problem .identify ing groups or sub-groups that arc I~lo s t 

allcc lcd. detecting patlcrn s in risk or exposure or occurrence or events. measur ing 

basel inc an d subseque nt res ults o r inte rven tio ns. and pro vid ing data around which to 

ad vocate fin po lic y cha nges . Viol e nce can be measured at indi vidua l and community 

le ve ls via mortality and morbidit y data. pre valence and vic timi zati on surveys. crim e 

stati cs. health and soci a l se rvices e xpenditure and periodic s tudi es 0 1' alii tudes , beliefs . 

bcha vinr and cultura l pract ices . Populati on le ve l data on income. education and 

un e m plo Ylllcnt ra tes can hi g h li ght speeilic viol ence risk and pro tecti vc fil e tors . 

Changes in go ve rnment pol icies on mallcrs such as the a vailability of Ii rearms or alcohol 

or tbe tolerance or bully ing all have th e po tenti a l to reduce the le ve l of vio lence ,and 

mini m i/.c the con sequ e nc es or vio lcnt beha vior. ll ealth practi tione rs a rc in a uniq ue 

pos ition to <ldvocal c lilr thc impro ved protec tion lin those at ri sk o r vio le nce . impro ve 

res ponscs Ii)]' thc vic tim s 0 1' vioicnee. recogni /.e vio le nce as a preve ntabl e problcm. 

pro mote awareness or viol e nce as public. " community" iss ue rather than a pe rsonal 01' 



private concern and advocate f(H increased allocation of resources towards research and 

interl 'ention to reduce viole nce in all areas of'soeie ty (La rsen. 2(04). 

WIIO and partners co ll aborate to decrease viol ence against "omen and chi ldren throug h 

initiatives that help idcntiry. quantiry and res pond to the problem including: 

Building Evidence: on th e sco pe and types of violence in difkrent sellings. Th is is the 

key step in understand ing the magn itude and nature of the prob lem at a g loba l le vel. 

Develo ping Cuidance: f()r me mber states and health professio na ls to preve nt vio le nce 

and st ren gt hen health sector responses to it. 

D issemi nating: in()rll1ation to countries and supporting national efforts to advance 

women's rights and prevent vi olence and C ollaborating \-vith in ternational agencies and 

organi /ations to viol e nce against wome n g loba ll y (W IIO. 2(08). 

2.9.2. Mobilizing Women's and Child Conven tio ns 

1\ con ve ntion on thc climination or all I(mns or Discrimination Against Women ( 1997) 

Gua rantees women eq ual right with men in all sphe res or lif'c. includin g educat ion. 

employment. health care. the vo te. national ity a nd ma rr iage. The Vienna Dec laratio n and 

Program 01' Act ion ( 1991) also an,nned that women's human rights arc a fu ndament al 

part 01'21 11 human ri ghts ( Panos. 1998). Leach (200 1) on the ot her hand addressed tha, the 

l iN eOIlI 'cntion on the right or the child is the first international human rights in strume nt 

exp ressl) to address protection 01' children li'om violencc. Art icle 1<) ol'thc eRe requires 

Slates to the 'all appropriate legislat ive, administ ra tive. social and educa tional measures 

to protect the ehildl'rolTl all f(Jrm s of' vio lence ... ' whilc in th e care o r parents or others. 

2.9.3 Mob iliz ing the Women's an d C hild Con vention s 

Violence prevcntion ef'i()rts among children and youth can tak e a wide variety or forlll s. 

rrom !;,ce to I"ee education in schools and cu rricul a teachin g media literac y. to soc ial 

market ing campaigns and ef'i()ris at community development and col lective mob ili/.ation. 

Teaching practice: Teachers in schoo ls ha ve a cruc ial role to play in preven ting and 
• 

d iminishing violence against gi rls and women , T eachers can shape studen t 's abi lity to 

escape vio lence. thcir c hoices to avoi d viol e nce. and their tolera nce for vio le nce. Schools 
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alsll ha\ e a crucial role tll play, The I()rmal po li c ies and procedu res, cu rri c ula. teac hing 

st rategies .and inl(lrmal cultu re s 01" schoo ls a ll have an influence on viole nce. Wh eth er 

discOLIraeilltl or cncoLiraui ng violence IJrC"Cllt ioll is an integ)raJ I)Cl rl of" the ocncral efTon ...... b "- b 

to improvc and c nhance thc scll" es tce m and a biliti es 01" yo un g peo pl c (I:lood. 2004) , 

Ghc rm ai (2003) s tated that in the efforts oj" dischargin g its sha re 01" responsib ility in the 

process 01' c itiy,e nship transl(Jrlmltion 01" thc you ng for a lTleaningl'ul and purposeful adult 

IiI(; . schools c rcate a web or program s a nd activ ities to be conduc ted in and out 0 1" the 

class room. 

Education Programs: Tcache rs can invite violence prevent ion ed ucators to run sess ions 

a nd workshops at their sc hooL assist in introduc ing and supportin g ex isting programs on 

\'iolenee I"rom s tuden ts. and organ iy,e and parti e ipatc in professional deve lopmen t 
• 

program s I()J' teachers and oth er sta rT. V iol ence prevention ed ucation among young 

people is the primarv prevent ion st rategy wh ic h has been most ex tens ivc ly eva luated 

(1'loocL 20(4). 

i\ecording to Rosewater (2003) and l-I e rbe rt(2007) c ited in 1:lood (2004) preve ntion 

programs shou ld also address ado lesce nts who are no t in schoo l and through other means 

and contcxts associated \\ ith increased risks of vict imi Y,ati o n. These inc lude home less 

you th. child rc n living in pove rt y. o r in filmilics rece iving wc ll ilre. young mothe r. and 

young \,\omen under protectivc se rvices carc. Relcvant stratcgics ineludc home visit ing 

prog ram s, parenting edu cation a nd support. Indigcnous young people arc an important 

• 
pr io rit y lo r viole nce prevention. given thc ir high levels of expos ure to violence. 

Intervention should be liked to ot her I"am il y hea ling strategies : address issues of dru g and 

alcohol abuse and encourage ind igenous youth 's participation in education. 

Ca mpaigns: the white Ribbon campaign 

Teach ers and sc hoo ls ha ve a va luab le role to play in in volv ing stud e nts in campai gns of 

cOlllm unit y educat ion and social c ha nge. both based at school and in a wider cO llllllunit y, 

I"c~lc lll.:rs cun encourage their school to have a regular day in the schoo l year wh ich is 

i()cused on non -violence. I la\c a sc hool-wide campaigns and ce re mon ies w hi ch rewa rd 



and eclebrate peaceful and respectful ways of beha ving and relating. Link up with 

cOllllllu nity organ i/.ations. parents'. groups and other bodies to organi/.c a "\Vcck w ithout 

Vioicnee" or to participate in national efforts suc h as a White Ribbon Cam paign. To 

prevent violence agai nst ''''omen and llorms. gender roles and power relati ons \vhich Iced 

in to liolence and schools can be important sitcs for these (1:lood . 2004) . 

2.9.4. I~ole of C iv il Society (S trengthening them) 

.According to the Fcderal Minis try of I.abor and Social Amri rs R.eport (2005) . a number 

01" civil society organi zation "vere "vorking in address ing th e issue of violence against 

wO lllcn and children. 

Some of these organi/.alions arc reg istered as non-go vcrnl11 cntaJ organization s (NGO) or 

associations at national or regional (state) leve l. There arc also a man based associations 

like the yo uth associations and women' s associations that Illobili ze large nUlllber oC 

peop le. There arc also se l[~help groups, cOlllmunity based organizations. The majority of 

these organi / .ations arc /( )CLlSCci 0 11 deli veri es of' ca re and support. Their cngagclllcn\ in 

advocac v. awa reness ri sing. and research has increased, The report also explained that 

much of th e activ iti cs oJ ' th ese organ i/.ations are not systcmatically organi zed. 

Coordinati on bctwccn thc m is al so lacking duc to which dupli cation of efTo rts are 

someti mes obse rved (M 0 I "SA. 2(05) . 

2.9.5. T he Role of C ovel'llJnent Bodies 

The gOlcrnmcnt o r i-:thiopia prcparcd a national plan o f Act io n fClr children and wo men 

in 1995 to improve the wc ll be ing oC thc Uhiopian womcn and children and to trans late 

the con vcntions in thc tangible rcality. Thi s is a concrete expression of thc commitment 

of the gove rnmcnt of' I-:thiopia to improve the conditions and well being of Ethio~) i an 

wO lll cn and children (Ilul ti. 2003 : AJcbac hcw. 2007). 

On the ot her hand I·:thiopia also ratified the convention on the I-:limina tion or al l I-:orms 

or Di sc rimination aga inst Womcn in 1995 and the lI N Con vc ntion on the Right of the 

Ch ild in 1991. There arc al so othcr laws li ke the fam il y law. pcnal la w. criminal law and 
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I.abor law whi ch dea l with ciilTercnt as pccts oC vio lencc aga inst womcn and children. 

Thi s also sho ws the comm itmcnt oC the country to e liminatc or at Icast to minimi/.c the 

prohl cm at the count rv le ve l. Thcrefclre it rcqui res proper implementati on and 

mobili/ati on at different le ve l oC governm cnt bodies and at indi vidua l Ie vc l also . 

As victim s or perpetrators of violence, thc police are the first institution wherc children or 

w omen cO llle in contact with. Therefore doin g with diiTcrcnt organiza tions (governm ental 

or no n-gove rnmcntal ) he lp them cquip with the necessary knowlcdgc or in i(JrImlti on and 

also material as \,vell to give appropriate service so th at th e probl em of violence may 

111 i 11 i 111 i I.cd. 
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CIIAPTEI{ THREE 

3. Method 

In this sec tion research des ign. target populat ion, sampling procedure, instrumen ts. pilot 

s tudy . data collec tion and method 01' data ana lys is and related methodological issues were 

presentce!. 

3.1 Reseal-eh Design 

1'0 get relevant and surii c ien t inl( lIm at ion on the research prob lem it is importan t to 

identil)' an important re search design. I:o r thi s rcsearch purpose quantitative (dcscript ive 

method ) a nd qualitativc rescareh met hods were applied il)r the quantifica ti on and 

description of data gathered from primary and secondary sou rces. 

Primar~' Source: Primary data sou rces were collected froll1 prisoner's sen tenced as a 

result or violence against \·\omel1. 

Supplcmcntary Sourccs: T hese arc data so urces frol11 Police Orlicials, difrcre nt experts 

at O romia and Nort h ShoH Zone Prisons Adm inistrative COlllm iss ions and local 

commun ities involvcd in I:ocused Group I)i seuss io n. 

Sccundary Sourccs: Thesc arc data sources collected li'ol11 difTerent publications. 

Relevan t book s, journal s . relevan t techn ical doc uments prepa red by LWLA, Ministry or 

I.abor and Social Afillirs. Min is try or Women AITairs, Yea rl y Repo rt s and re l,lted 

docum e nt s I'rom Oromia Prison' s Administrative Commi ssion were the sources 

3.2 Population 

The target population of the st ud y ,·"as pri soners in North Sho" lonc I'ri son 

Admin ist rat ion. Fitche Prison Center. Oromia regio n. I:itehc I'ri so n Center is onc 01' thc 

thirty li ve pr isons in O rol11ia reg io n. located I I J kms North West of' Add is Ababa. 

Prisoncrs were come to this prison cente r rrol11 dilTe rent woredas in the 'mne. The re has 

"Iso a condition \\ hen prisoners came frolll Addis Ababa and other ccn te rs in th e region 
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by relCrenee. Aeeordin<> to the ev idence 
" 

f"rom Oromia Priso ns Adm ini stra tive 

Com mi ss ion there we re thirty li vc (35) pri son ce nte rs in the reg ion. From thcse 17 we re 

lou nd at the zo na l level \I hik the ot he r 15 wcrc at the wo reda levc l. Thc rcport fro m the 

Comm iss ion also sho ws that in th c ycar 20 I 0 thcre we re 2LI. 664 pr iso ne rs' in those priso n 

ecnters in the rcg io n. I:rom these 1.442 pri sone rs werc fo und in Fi tehe Pri so n Centc r 

(U mmia I)risons Adm ini s trative Com mission. 20 I 0). 

l-"itehe I)rison Center was sc lee ted purposc ly as it was th e researchers wo rking a rca an d 

IVhi eh lVo uld be morc eonvcnicnt to communi eatc, lol low up and co llect th c ncecssa ry 

data. In addition , cv idence I'rom Oromia P riso ns Admini s trati ve Commiss ion also shows 

that wome n cxperience vio lence more in th e /.o ne. Thcsc are th e rationale behind Cor 

selec ting the research area or si te. 

3.3 Sampling Pmccdurc 

The parti c ipant s of" the stud y we rc pe rpetrators in p ri son who wcre considered to give 
, 

thei r cxpc ricnee on thc eauscs o f" viol cncc aga ins t womc n. 'fhcsc gro ups wcrc assLl mcdto 

ha, 'c ktter cxpcrience comparcd to ot he r ily lividuals who did not commit violcncc . 

In I:itehc Prison Ccnter therc wc rc 600 male prisoncrs who were scntcnecd and 

impri soncd as a rcs ult 01' viol cnce aga inst womc n. Acco rdin g to the cv idenec ['rom the 

priso n cente r the number or pri soners fluetuatcs [rol11 day to day, month to mo nth or ycar 

to year. T hi s is bceause some pri sonc r's will fi n ish th e ir scntenee whil e there mi ght bc 

nc \\ cOlllcrs. Ilut \I hen th e rcseareher went to the center [i)!" the purpose of" this resea rch. 

thcre 1\ ere ()OO mal e pri sonc rs sc ntenced with violcnce easc , 

I:ro m the total of" GOO mal c perpetrators 208 (3 4.6'%) were se lec ted randoml y. Si l11ple 

randolll sa m pling techniquc was applied to selcct th e population to bc included in the 

sampk. 



3.4 I nSITU mcnls 

3.-1.1 Quest ionna ire 

In ord er to gathe r firs l hand inf(JrImliion f"rom the subjects of" the s ludy. questionnai re 

II ere de\ 'eloped and administered . I'his lias because ques tionnai re is mo re appropriate to 

co ll eel data fro m large sampl e at a time. plaee minimal de mands on pe rsonne l and can 

avoid biases 01· res ponses due 10 perso nal expe ri ences unlik c inte rvicw and observation. 

T hus questionnaire composed 01· bo th open cnded and close cnd cd itcms and whi ch we rc 

ex pee led to be the experience 0 1' pcrpetrators be lore co mm itt ing violence against wo mcn 

we re sct and admini stc rcd. The ilems we re pre pa red and adm ini s tered in A I~1I1 o romo 'and 

/\rnharic I.anguage depending on th e ir ab ility 10 understand e ither of th e IWo. 

Questionnaire cons istin g 7X ilems were deve loped and catego ri zed to 3 parts. The items 

in vol ve Ilaekgrou nd Infonnat ion. Pe rpe trators Psyc ho logical. Soc ial. I':nvironmcn lal and 

1";:1111 i 1 ial ex Jlcricnccs be I()rc cOlllll1i tti ng the cri me. Items shovvi ng violence against 

women were al so presen ted for them to assess the ir opinion or alt itude. 

The researcher had done f(lr\Hrrd and back ward translations (hlg li sh to A m haric and 

AI~rn Oromo and vice versa) usi ng pro f'css io nal s in the a rea or language. In add iti on th e 

questi on naires were di stri buted to 3 proless ional s Jor its a pp licab ility. These experts were 

instructors in Psyc hology (I) I':duea lional Measu remenl and Evaluation ( I) and f"anguage 

( I) from Add is Ababa lJni ve rsity. Ilased on the comments of" these proiCss ional s certai n 

modilications "ere made Oil some items. 

The ques tionna ires were [l resenled in Amharic and A f~rn Oromo depcndin g o n the ab il ity 

or respo ndents to make them s imple and unde rs tand abl e. T he li rst part or the 

questionnaire was concern cd with demographic characteri stics or th e res[lo nd ents. fillllily 

back gro und. f()\'\llS and e lfecl s 01' viol encc and ree lings or the perpe trators aite r th ey 

Irm 'e committed Ihe vioicnec. In Ihi s part th e responde nt s we re req uired to write a ph rase 

or choose onc or more cho ices dc pendin g on their ex perience based o n the item . The 

second parts of" the item s we re dea lt with respo nde nts psyc hological , , 

phys iea l/environl11en tal an d soc ial ex pe riences befo re they had eOl11l11itted viole nce. In 

Ihis pari respondents "'ere requi red to indicat e the ir responses on a rour po inl sca le 



, 

(Many ti mes, SOll1ctimcs, Seldom and Ncver), The ratin g sca le has thc Ic) llo wing 

dcsillllal iOIl ~~ally times LI. sometim es 3 Seldom 2. and Never (i I' th e statc ll1clil is 

positive, the sco rin g is re verscd). The third part was involved with thc opinion 0(' the 

perpetrators to wards the cult ural prac ti cc or ideas th at eithc r di sco uragc! encou rage 

viol e nce again st women. In thi s part rcsponde nt s werc rcqu ired to indi cate the res ponses 

on a I(llil' point scal c (Strongly Di sagrec . Disagrcc, Agree, and Strongly Agrce). S imilar 

to lhe above the ratin g scale has the ()llow ing designation: Stron gly Di sagree 4. 

I)isagrcc } . Agree 1. Strongl) Agree I. 

3.-1,2 Focus Grou p Discussion Guide 

1:0 1' the purpose 0 (' I:oc uscd Group Di sc uss ion a team or 9 mcmbc rs was formcd 

pu rposerull y. The mcm bcrs were local e ldcrs, womcn's . yo uth boys and girls. The [<lcUS 

or discussion was on th ose causcs (soc ia l. psychological. f~lInil y , ph ys ical! e nvironmenta l 

and cultural) \\ hich leads the indi\ 'iduals to commi t viol c ncc agains t wo mc n, whom thc 

perpct rat o rs wcre , !()I'm s or violcnce they havc observcd, elfects o f' viole ncc on th e 

victims a nd pc rpe trators and finally wha t mcasurcs shou ld be takcn to minimi/.e or 

c l i m i nate the pro bl cm. 

The aim or thi s t()cused gro up discuss ion was 10 strengthen th c data ob taincd I'rom 

responden t pr isone rs. 1)U1'ing the discussion six qucstions wc re pro vided which 

acco mpani ed by add itional prob ing q ucsti ons, Thi s instrumcn t had got s ignificancc to 

c reate intcracti on amon g thc participants ; thcy arg ucd with cac h othe r about thc ISS UC 
, 

based o n th e ir ex pc ri ence w hi ch thcy ha ve obtai ned from evc ry day obsc rvation from 

thci I' SLlrn)Llnd i ngs. 

3.-1,3 Sem i-structured Interv iew 

I: ive se mi s tructu rcd inte rview q ucsti o ns were used fo r d iscussion with Police Oflicia ls, 

The I'o licc Officia ls we re th ose indi vidual s who were working direcLly on the issucs of 

\\O llle n and chil drc n at the di strict. The questions were !ocused on thosc major ca uses of 

\'iolcncc aga inst womcn, f(lI'IllS or viol c ncc, who thc perpetrators were based o n thc 
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re po rt th e)' had go t I"ro m the victi ms and the ir obse rvation . In add iti o n th e interview 

invol ved th e ro le 0 1' poli ce and othe r conce rn ed bodi es to dec rease o r e liminate the crime. 

3.5 Pilot S tudy 

The I' ilot s tud y \·\as co nd uc ted to test whe the r the it ems could enable to ga the r' a ll 

inltll'lmrti o ll s up posed tn be ac q uired. In do ing so th e researcher dec ided to pil o t tested the 

item s. The resea rche r trained th e ass is tants on the pu rpose 01" the s tud y. th e nature or the 

question na ires. ethi cs or resea rch and procedures in da ta collecti on . T he admini strati on 

was done o n 30 mal e pe rpe trato rs in Fitehe Prison Cente r. T he tO lal num ber o r q uesti o ns 

tha t th e researche r presen ted was XJ . Parti c ipan ts in this p ilot s tud y we re first inf(lrmed 

about th e o bj ec ti ves or th e pi lot s tud y and o n ho w to fill eval ua te and g ive [ccdbaek on 

the rc!c\ancc or the contcnl. T he: were inrormed nOI to \\ rite their names to mai ntain 

conlidcntial ity 0 1" thc ir respo nses. 

I~ ascd on th e ir res ponses . X items were revised in the ir wo rdings / lang uage and 5 it~m s 

were total ly can ce ll ed frolll the lis t which made the fina l number o f th e questi o ns n . 

,\s a result. th e rcli ab il itv \\as ca lculated based on the Iccd baek or JO pe rpe tra tors. The 

rel ia bil it) co~ ni c i e n l \\as calcu l a l ~d lIsing Pearson Correl at ion and thi s \\as done using 

Sl'SS Com pute r I'rog ra m . T he re li ab ili ty eoe l1i e ient was I(llll1c1to be 0 .7 1. Acco rd ing to 

Kappa (in 1:c1 d ma nn, 2007) a re lia bility coeffi c ient of a bove 0 .80 was considered to be 

ex ce llent. 0.6 1-0.80 good : 0.4 1-0.60 mode rate ; 0.2 1-0.40 fa ir and below 0.20 poo r. 

Acco rd ing ly the re liab ility or thi s quest io nnaire was cons idered to be good . 

3.6 Procedures of Data Collection 

T he resea rcher tri ed a lot to co ll ect appropriate data fro m the res pondents. [."i rst; Oromia , 
Prison' s Adm in is trative Commiss io n has wrillen the le tte r of suppo rt to North Showa 

I.one I'r isons Ad m ini s trati ve . I: itehe [' ri son Cen ter. Second ly ; appropriate 

co mmuni cations we rc done with thc eente r' s head and th e researche r was re fe rreel to the 

Soc iul \"\ 'ork er and Psyc hologisl or Ihc organi /.(Jti on. 
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The researcher asked both the Social Worke r and Psychol ogist 0 1" thc organizat ion If)]" the 

proccss 01" data collcction. Allcr thcir wil lingness to assi st thc rescarche r. disc ussio n was 

madc w ith them. In doin g so. th e pu rpose . implication and nature of the stud y was 

exp lained l(lI" them . 

Alier the questionnaires we re linalized. both the resea rcher and hi s ass is tant s decided to 

administer it. The admini s lrat ion was done at the hall in thc cente r and the sampled 

perpctrators we re g ivcn an average of" one hour and thirty mi nutes ( I : 30 hr) to comp lete 

the qucsti o nnairc. Thi s \Vas do ne to g ive th em to thin k and unders tand th e ir expc riences 

hcl,)re cOllllllitting \'io!cnce and read the qu estions line by line. The ass istant of" the 

researcher had helped those \I ho cann ot read and \\'ritc. 

In doi ng the I:GD. the researcher role was lile ilitating appropria te pl ace. tillle which is 

convenient to the participants. As a result a lo ur ho ur d iscuss ion was made with them. 

Ilere thc researcher used taking 01" notes. In addition th e researcher was str ive to meet the 

appropriate parsoll (rom police onic ial s and was made necessary discussions with them. 

3.7 Methods of Data Analysis 

Once the data ha ve been co llecled fi'om target so urces (samples), data were summarIzed 

based on the res ponses 0[" each group using the stat istical Ill e thods and fi na ll y developed 

thc intc rpreta lion. The s tali stical 1001 used ffl!' anal ys is in Ihi s s tudy was percentage. 

I'crcentage \las chosen to describe the psyc hological. soc ial. physical. Illmil y and cu ltural 

[llclors Ihal predisposed pcrpc lrators 10 Ihe act 01" violence. 



/\s SI1<)\1 n in tabk I abOl·c. all th c part icipants in thc study wc re mal e perpet rato rs. I.n 

relation to th e ir agc class il ication the distributi o n was as I(Jllows: 15-25 years or age 72 

(3 'IH%) .26-35 years 01' age 65 (30.5%) . 36-45 years or age 49 (23 .5%,) and 46 or more 

years 01' age 22 ( 10.5%,). It can easi ly be observed tha t thc majorit y that is 34 .6 pe rce nt 

lVe re betwcen 15-25 years 01' age. Thi s shows that men had 11l0s tl y eomm illed viol el1( .. e in 

their earl y age \-vhen th ey arc a l their most dynamic. 

/\ s to the relig io n o r men in the stud y revealed 161 (78. 1%) \Vas Orthodox. 22 ( 10 .67%) 

M uslim. 16 (7 .76'%) I'rotes tant a nd the rest 7 (3.39%) we re the 10 110\Vers or di ffe ren t 

religions. like 'Wakclilta ' and th e like .Two or th e respo nd ents did not fill the ir re li g ion. 

i-' rom the findi ng it is possib le to say that above hal l' of the respo ndents we re th e 

1()II(lII ers or orthodox rei igion. 

With rega rd to the ed ucational status 01' the pri so ners 44 (2 1.1 '%) knows to read and 

write . 37 ( 17.7'1.,) doesn't kno w to read a nd write. 96 (46 .1 5%) prima ry education , 43 
• 

(20 .6%) seco nd a ry education and g (3 .8%) co ll ege and abo ve. I:ro m this table it can be 

noted tha t the ma jor ity or pr iso ner responde nt' s ha ve only primary sc hoo l education. Ifit 

is considered education beloll second ary level as insurlicien l. one can note that X) .09 

percent ol 't he pri soncrs f,1I1 in the category. 
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Table 2 : Marital ,tat us, Type of marriage and Number of Ch ildren 

The 1()llowing tab le shows the marital s tatus. kind of marri age the respo ndents have been 

in a nd the number or the ir childre n. 

I Character istics ( ~atcgo .. ~ ' 

Marital status Marri ed 

Single 
I)i vo reed 

Widowed 
Total 

Type or Marriage I:ami ly press ure 
\ Oll han: heen ill You and \lour {'lin il l' ap pro val 

Wi th {'riend or o ther individ ua l pressure 

YOLI and your partner agreemen t 

Total 

Numbe r ol'Ch ildren < 2 

( if any) 3- 4 
5-6 

7-8 
> 9 

Total 

N 

102 

67 
26 

9 
204 

85 

32 
9 
15 

141 

39 
42 

50 
16 

2 
I'll 

(~l 

49.03 

32 .21 
12.5 

4.3 
n.os 
60.28 

22.69 

6.3 
10.63 

100 

2 1.98 

29.78 

35 .4 6 
11. 34 

1.LI 2 

100 

Miss ing 

N % 

4 1. 92 

When the marital status or men pri so ne rs was inspected it was establ ished that ,1 02 

(49.03'X,) we re married. 67 (3 2 .2 1 %) we re si ng le. 26 (12 .5%) were di vorced. 9 (4.3 1%) 

"ere widowed. I':xe I udi ng those say i ng . si ng le' the remaining 67.79 percent " ho had 

exper ienced a marri age \.\(.Te asked about the marriage they had been in .J\s a res ult X5 

(60. 28%) Ill a rried und er I>lmily pressure. 32 (22 .1i')%) "cre married with f>lm ili es and 

their own app ro val. <) (6 .3%) were marri ed under the pressure of fr iend or othe r 

indi vidual s and 15 (10 .63%) we re marri ed on the ir own and their partner' s ag reement.. 

Thosc ex perienced marri age we re rurther asked th e num ber of children th ey had .if an y 

.and 3') (2 1.98%) or the respondents had less o r equal to two chi ldren . 42 (29.78%,) 3-4 

ch il dren. 50 (3 5 .L16% ) 5-6 children. 16( I 134%) 7-8 children an d 2 (1.4 2%) great er or 

equal to nine children. The aim or the above question was to lind out whethe r or not the ir 
, 

marriage "as arranged by the press ure of fami ly or other individ ua ls. As it can be 

observed from the above tabl e 99 (66.6%) or men prisone r' s were marri ed e ithe r with the 



pressu rc of lil111 il)' or other indi vidual s wh ic h has a s ignificant effect on thc ir c rimina l 

behavio r. 

-1 . 1.2 Types of Violence and Whcr-c the Crimes were Committed 

I\cco rdi ng to Turs hcn and I io icomb ( 1993) womc n in thcir I i Ie arc subjcctcd to di rlerclll 

forms of" violence and arc sutllmari zed as f'o ll ows : gen ital muti lation. earl y marriage. 

domcsti c vio lcncc. scxual abusc. rape. sex ual harassmcnt. abd uc tio n, in ti mid ati on a nd 

hU111iliation from th e ir 1'1I11il ), member. stra nge r . the ir boss .husband a nd th e ir teacher in 

Iheir liiC . 

Table 3: FOI'ms of Violen ce and place where the crim e was co m mitted 

T hc fo ll owing tablc dcpi cts what type o f vio le nce tbc perpetrators c0 111 m itted e ithet on 

wo mcn or a chi ld g irl an d wh e rc tbc)' had com mitted it. 

I C haraeteristi" Catco orv to • 

Rcaso n If)!' i m pri son mcnl ( . () m111 i tt i ng Violcnee against 

\\ omen 
C0111m itti ng violence again st chi ld 
girl 
Total 

I'orm s of vio lence M urder 

( against \\'omen) Rapc 
Abduction 
Ph ys ical bCaling ( attack) 

I ntim idat ion 

Total 

I:orm s of violence IVlurder 
( aoa inst a c hild oi rl ) b b Rapc 

Abd uction 

Ph ),s ical bett ing (a ttack) 

n ecc i t 

Total 

Where the crime \vas I lome 

com111 i ttcd On the st rect 

In the farcs t 

In the schoo l 

Total 

40 

n 

128 

80 

208 

22 

48 

17 
2 1 

2 0 

128 

8 

29 
16 

12 

15 

80 

68 

43 
79 

15 

2 04 

'~I 

61.53 

38.L17 

100 

17.28 

37.5 
13.28 
16.4 

15.64 

100 

10 

36.25 

20 

15 

18. 75 

100 
" , 
.l.'- .) 

20.6 

37.9 

7.2 

98. 56 

M iss ing 
r"---I 

n O;') 

3 1.44 



I'he respondents werc asked the reason why th ey were illlpri so ned (gate in to th e priso n 

eelller). /\s shOll n in the table a bove the Illajori ty 128 (0 1. 53'%) re pli ed that by 

eO lll lll itti ng violence agains t IIOllle n wh il e the rest 80 (38.47%,) werc illlp risoned as a 

resu lt or violence agai ns t child gi rl. As to the lorllls or vio lence they had eO llllll itted 

against ' ,IOlllen. 22 ( J7. IW%) rep lied lll urder. 48 (37.51%) ra pe or atte lllptcd rape .17 ( 

J 3 .2X%,) a bd uct io n. 2 J ( J 6 .4'1,,) ph ys ica l beati ngs .20 ( J 5.64%) in ti mid ati on . o n the othe r 

hand child ~ irl s also experience dilferen t I()rllls 01' violence .Aecord in g to the responses 

or Illale perpe trators IIho had eOlllllli ttcd I'iolence against child girl. R (10%) cO llllllitted 

Illurde r .2'1 (36 .25 1%) rape, 16 (20%) abduct io n. 12 (15%) physical bea ti ngs and 15 

( 18, 75%) dece it a c hild I()I' d in c rent purposes, T he Illost I'reque ntly occ urred 1()I'1ll or 

vio lence again s t wOlll en and a chi ld girl was rape wh ic h co nstit ute 37 pe rcent .A bd uct io n 

and phvsical beat ing const itute 15% each a nd fo llows ra pe. Intillli da ting wOlll en and 

deceit or chi ldren I()r larious reaso ns incorpo rate 9,(' and 7.2 pe rcent res pec ti ve ly a nd 

placed at the least. 

The parti c ipa nt s were a lso as ked w here th ey had eomlllitted th e vio le nce. As it ca n be 

obsel'l cd rrom the table 3 above . 68 (33.3%) sa id at hom e. 43 (20.6%) on the street, 12 

(5 .76%) at ol'liee. 79 (37,9) in the fo rest and J 5 (7. 2) at school. The fig ure sho ws that 

perpetrators eomlllitted erillle against wOlllen and g irl child Illos tly in I() rest (37 .9%). T hi s 

co uld be when the ir wOlllen's go a nd bac k li'olll school. market or th e ir relatives hOlll e or 

when til ey arc waiting j()I' their eall ic or [etch ing li)r 1,lood in the I()rest. I lome is the 

seco nd Ill OSt p laces w he re wome n ha ve ex pe ri e nced vio lence, T hree o f the responde nt s 

IICI'e not writ ing w he re they had cOlll lll itted the e ri llle, 

On the o ther hand the Illelllbers 01' I'oeused (i roup Discussants were discussed on th e 

1()!'IllS o r vioience against IIOlllen as they have o bse rved in thei r su rro undin g or d isti- ie t. 

They sta rted thei r d isc ussio n with what is vio le nce a nd looked it w ith dif'fC re nt a ngle, T he 

de fi nit ion tha t they gave I() I' violence 'vvas: 

" If is (I ll act il'il)' lI 'ilich has Clflf/fro!, fradi!iollol and religious gr ounds Ihal ellcourage Ihe 

discrilllillati()l1. flllder \'olL/ill,1!.. olld {(;sur/l'{.fl l!a:silJy" {~j'\I ' ()flJeIl·S. '/Ile l' ha ll!! added Ihol il is (.I crime 

IlulI 1'C!.w/t.\ ill/,h,l'.\iclii. SC!XIf(t/ ol'/J.\:l ·c!wl()giclil h(/I'III' 
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On membcr or thc I:GD has replicd that ·I ·: thiopia has an arti c lc protcc ti ng the ri ght or 

\\o mcn and whi ch deni cs any viol cncc aga inst them (A rti c lc 35 o r thc consti tution or 

I:I)RL) but man y wom en's are still ex peri encing violence' . Thi s shows that violcnce 

agai nst \\omen is prevalen t even today. 

The maio rity o r thc di sc ussants cxplaincd that thcrc wcrc many f(lrms o r viol cncc that 

women" s experi ence in their li fe . T hese 'vverc carl y marriage. female genital mutila tion, 

rapc (a ttc mptcd rape) .abducti on .spouse bcating. domcsti e vio lcnce. murder. dcni al or 

educa tion. humili ati on . intimidation . vcrba l abusc. dcnial or se rviccs and somctimes 

child se~ua l ab use and tral'iick ing. In thc ir di stri ct FG M. dOlll esti c violence. intimidation, 

rape \\e re the Illost f(lrills or I'iolcncc that \\olllen's e~ pcricnce. Abducti on and dcnial of 

services were graduall y dec lined. 

Thc I'ol icc orfi c ial s on thci r sidc rcplied that currcntl y thc constitution o r the I:DR I, 

guaran tees women"s rig ht. Awareness on violence aga ins t \",omen and children was also 

!-,ilcn I(lr dillCl'ent indi, 'icluals at difTe rcnl Icvels . I~u[ wOlllen's and children arc still 

vic tims' or the violence. l)ilTcrcnt !() rm s of' violence agai nst women or a girl child \vas 

rcportcd to thcir o f'ii ccs. Aill ong rape. dOlllcs ti c violcncc. abduction. Ill urd cr, trcats 'and 

othcr ph)'s iea l ab usc or children likc burning and cutting wcrc mos tl y report cd. Parall cl to 

gi\'ing C\\\arcncss 's on cri minal ac ti viti es lor the soc ieties. police officia l' s takes 

ofTen cicrsl criminal s to thc law. 



Table 4, Causes of the Violence as V iewed by the Perpetrators 

!"he table below depicts that what was the cause lor their action (criminal behavior). 

Reason Category N I~) Missing 
n 'Yu 

Usc oC aleoho l/ Drugs Yes 79 J6 .5 
No 54 25.9 5 2.4 
I clon't know 60 28.8 
Total 203 97 .6 

Re venge Ic)!" inte rracial eoniliet Yes )' - . ) II 
No 87 4 1.8 7 ' , 

.) . -) 

I don't know 91 43 .7 
Total 20 1 96.6 

Cultural i nllucncc Yes 98 47.2 
(Considerin g violence against No 35 16 .8 
women /ehild girl as normal ) 1 clon ' t know 75 36 

Total 208 100 
Abduc tion was considered as Yes 30 14.4 0.5 
olle way or marriage No 103 49. 5 
arran gClllcn t. I don't kno\\ 74 35.0 

Total 207 <)<J. 5 

The samplcd male perpetrators wc re asked what the cause Cor their crim inal behavior 

was. Ilcrc therc is a possibility to respond more than onc's. Associ ating it with the usc 

alcohol or drug 79 (3(>.5'X,) responded 'Yes' , 54 (25.9'}"0) ' No' and 60 (28 .81%) thcy do 

not kllo\\. Revenge ur retaliation Ic)]" interracial conflict as a caLise 23 (11110) replied 

, Yes', X7 (4 I ,X%) , No ', and <) I (43 ,7%) they do not know, I:urlhe rlll orc if thcre \vas 

cultural practice (considering viol ence against women or a girl ch ild as normal ) .98 

(47,2%) said 'Yes', J5 ( 16.8%) ' No' and 75 (36%) they don't know, In addition, il' 

abduction was cons idered as normal and it could be cause 30 ( 14.4%) replied 'Ycs', IOJ 

(!1<J.5'%) ' No' and 74 OS,Ii) said thcy do not kno w, 

Thc linding shows that cultural inlluencc consti tutes the biggcst number (47%) and 

Ic)llowed by the usc or alcohol or drug (36%) as a cause to cO l11mit violence against 

women or a girl child. Considering abduction as one way of marriage arrangement and 

re vcnge Icn inter rac ial conllic t constitute the Icast causative 1~l ctor. 
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'1 he lillll",ing paragraph SIHI\\S the explanation oj" some male perpetrators I()r their 

criminal bcha\'ior: 

( . . 0/11 ]6 )'eors old ond / Ims born and grOll'n up in Del'({ Woredo. North Shoo 

/.one o{ O/'OlIJio region. 11s/ilr as / knell ' be/ore. bealing Il'i/e does nOI lIJean any lhl ng. 

IVhen / callie in con/lici Il' ilh 111)' Il'ife / did nol expecl Ihis could happen. Un/orlunalely I 

H"US (fccl/sed lind IH 'OS sentenced/ire yeol's/iJl' Illy (Ie/ion), 

(... / Il'as a dail)! lahorer in Sululla IOII'n. One day I had drunk a 101 Il'ilh IIJ)'./i'iends. 

I did nol remember I"hal Il'a.l' happed a/ier Ihal. Police came and asked me 10 surrender 

in Ihe morning and if lila,\, lold me Ihol I roped the women in our neighbor. 1 l llOS 

.venlenced /5 years), /1 response (?(22 ,,"ears hoy 

I'he above explanation oj" the respondents shows that ho w mueh cul tu ral practice 

(viewing violence against women and child girl as normal ) . the lI SC of alcohol and 

re ve nge due to inter racial con fl ict leads the perpetrators lO com mi t the vio lence. 

Su rprisingl y some respondents « 2%) replied that they had eomm illeci the vio lence 

because they !CI t in 'Iove' ",ith the victi ms .This was the response of' male pri soners with 

rape casc. 

T able 5 Profess ions of the Prisoners 
The () ll owing tab le examines the pro!Css ion of the sampl ed pr isoners. 

I C ha ractcr-istics Category N 'Yc, M issing 
n 'y.) 

hHlllcr M 32.03 
I)aily laborer 58 2X.15 

Type 01' job bc l()rc Orficc \\'orke r 12 5.X 2 0.9 
imprisoned Merchant 23 J I 

1)0 not hing 28 13.5 
Stucicn t 19 6.3 

Total 206 99.1 
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Ihe partieipanls \lere asked \lhal Iheir prokssion was bel()re Ihey became imp riso ned. 

As a resull 66 (32.03'%) replied Ihal Ihey were !>lImer. 58 (28.1 :;'%) dai ly labo re r .1 2 

(5 .8%) office wo rk e r .23 (I 1%) mere hani. 28 (13.5'%) do ing nOlhing and 19 (6.3'%) sai d 

Ihey we re s ludenl s. T wo 0 1' Ihe respondenls d id nol fi ll Ihe ir profess ion. From Ihe 

dis lri bul ion il is poss ibl e 10 say Ihal more pe rpetrators wcre farmers (32.03%) and dai ly 

I I ' I I I ~'HI . . 
a lorer s p aee( on t lC L position. 

On the olher hand some 0 1' Ihe pa rti e ipanls of 1:(11) have raised who Ihc perpelralors 

wcre'! . in the ir d iscuss io n . /\eeo rd ing ly ;lhey were lillmers, students .Ieae hers, ga ngs o n 

Ihe Slree l , famil y ( husband. fillh er ,b rother and other rela ti ves) ,st rangers, me rchants , 

office worke rs ,dail y labors and ne ighbo rs A woman f'rom F(1D cxp lai ned what was 

happed in her neig hhor as 1()II(ms: 

.,Is /ill' os I knOll' il is hreod or milk )I' hich is gil'en/ilr children /5/11 Irl1lI1 \1 '0.1' 

hOl'l'cl1ed he/iJre 5 l7lonlhs in 171)' neighbor \1 '0.1' sUJI1 elhing e l'it. lhol is 0 - yeoI' child girl 

II'OS raped h)' her slepjCllher ", I:G D, women, 29 age, 

The re port from th e po li ce orfic ial s also sho ws as perpet rators of vio lence aga ins t wo mcn 

\\ e re those menlioned abo\l? 
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4.1.3 Fa mily Related Factors , 
Unde r this the researc her was aimed to asses in f'ormat io ns related to the perpetrators 

lilm il )' back grou nd . T his is to see whethe r mother or fat he r was al ivc. li ving toget her or 

not. lI'ith whom the pe rpetra tors were grown up and filmil y s izc. 

Table 6 .Fam ily Background 

C ha ractcrist ics Category N 1Yc) 

Yes 13& 66.34 

Was yo ur fill her al i ve') No 65 3 1.25 

I don't know 5 24. 1 

Total 208 100 

Yes 131 G2.9 

No 75 36.14 

Was your mother ali ve') I don' t know 2 on 
Total 208 100 

We re your !>lI hcr and mother Ycs 120 57.6 

1 i vi ng togct her? No 88 42.4 

I don't know 

Total 208 100 

r ather onl y ") 
.) - 36 .36 

Il'they were not living together Mothe r only '17 53 .4 

wilh \\ hom you were g]"()\,VIl up? Other rel ati ves 9 10.24 

Total 88 100 

< ' 22 10.5 
" 

h un i1 )' S i ;t.e 4-G 53 25.42 

7-9 85 40.8 

< 10 48 23 .1 

Tota l 208 100 

Res ponden ts we re asked whcther both thcir hithe r and mother wcre al ivc or not. In 

response to this 138 (G6.34'}'o) sa id that thcir lillher was alive . 85 (3 1. 25'%) died and 5 

(2.4'X») res pondcd thcy do not know. In additi on 13 1 (62 .9%) rep lied their mothe r was 

alivc. 7<, (36.14%) died and :2 (0.96%) thc)' do no t know. On th c o thcr hand they were 

also asked it their lllother and I ~llher we re li ving toge ther. /\s a result 120 (57.6%) said 

·Yes·. 88 (42.4%) replied ·No' . Tho se whosc their f~llh er and mot her were not li ving 

togethe r we re I'urthe r asked with wholll thcy wc re grown up a nd 32 (36.36%) sa id with 

lilther only. 47 (53.4%) w ith mot he r only a nd the rest 9 (10 .24%) sa id w ith thei r re la tives. 
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Regarding their r,"nil y s iz.e those perpetrato rs who came frolll r,"nily size < 3 were 22 

( I 0.5 IX,) .4-6 \\elT )3 (25 .42%). 7-9 were X5 (40.H%) and > 10 were 4X (23. 1 %) . 

The distrib ution in the table abo ve shows that lllany o r the perpe trator 's we re eallle rrolll 

a single ralllily (33.69%). This shows that either they lost one of their parents as a re.sult 

or' death or di vo rce. I:or those whose th eir parents were both a li ve on ly 57 .6%) were 

living logether. The rest 36 .36% or their paren ls we re not liv ing togethe r. Mosl 

perpetrators (63%) we re also cOllle fro lll a large J' lmily with a r'lllli ly member greater 

than six. 

-l.I.-1 Phys ical I M ate rial C onditions 

The aim o r data related to physical/material conditi ons was to in vesti gate the leve l of 

income 01' the perpel rators before their impri sonment. their iCe li ng or reaction lor their 

incolTIe. were they born and grown up and ir Ihey had the hi story or migration to urban 

and i ls causes. 

Table .7 Average daily incomcs of the perpetra to r and its level with 

relative to the surrounding communit),. 

e ha ractcrist ics Category N (XI 

< 10 birr 69 33.2 
Average daily income in U. birr 11 -20 birr X7 4 1.8 
on assumption 2 1-50 birr 35 168 

>50 birr 17 8.2 
Tota l 20X 100 
Very low 7 1 34.18 

110\\ ca ll this daily I ncolllc or Low 85 40 .86 
you be ra led In rel ati ve to your Middle 43 20.66 
St ltTounding? I Ji gh 9 4.30 

Total 208 100 
Stress 1'.l'orr) 58 37.1 2 

I I' very 101.' 110\\ w hat was your A nger 51 32.6 
iCeling as a resu ll ') Depress ion 44 2X.38 

Fee l not hi ng 3 1.9 
Towl 156 100 
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T he participant s \\ere ask ed thei r dail y average income on assumption in J·:lh .birr be ron~ 

th c)' had impri soncd . As sholl in table 7 a bove. 6') (33.2')1,1) rc pl icd < 10 b irr. 87 (4 1.8%) 

11 -2 0 birr. 35 ( 16 .8%) 2 1-50 birr and 17 (8.2% ) > 50 birr. Thc d istribution shows that the 

a ve ra ge dail y ineoill e of Illost pe rpetrators 156(75%1) were less th an two do llars. The 

rcs pond e nts lIe rc al so asked to rate th e ir da il y ineoill e in relati ve to the ir surroundin gs 

./\ s a res ult. 7 1 (3 LI. 18 ) re pli ed it was ve ry lo w. 85(40 .86%) 10 '1'.43 (20.66% ) Illiddle and 

') (4.')00 ) high . I·hose respond e nts ra ted the ill se ives in 1011· o r ve ry lo w leve l in re lation to 

their surrounding were furth er as ked what was their feeling as a res ult and 58 (37 .1 2%) 
• 

said that they fe lt stress Iworry .51 (3 2 .6%) anger. 44 (28.38%) depression and only 3 

( 1.9%) re pli ed the)' felt nothing. The di stribution sho ws that the Illajorit y o f Illale 

pc rpe trators in thc sample we re ICit strcssl worry . anger and dep ress io n as a res ult ortheir 

1""1 cco noilli c ( incoill e levc l). 

Tab k 8. Distance of I'erpctnltor's hOllle w ith their neighbor's, where they were 
born and grown up and history of migration to urban areas (in case). 

N (XI 

I 1011 \\as the di s tan ce o f yo ur Ve ry ove r cro wdin g 53 25.4 
hOllle II ith yo ur nc ighbo r' s ho mc') Far fro lll each othe r 107 51.45 

Ve ry far frolll eac h othe r 48 23. 15 

T otal 208 IQO 

Is th e place whe re yo u bo rn a nd Rural Ke be les 146 70.2 

gro wn up Rural Keblel es o r Urban 62 29 .8 
urba n') ' ) Total 208 lOa 

Yes 86 58.9 

I r Y OLI \\ ere born and grown up at No 60 41.1 
rural Kebe les have yo u mi grat ed I don ' t kno\l· 
10 urban ? Total 146 100 

Look i ng li)r sob 37 43.1 

What \\as the reason lil r ) o ur I:or I,clueation 26 30.2 
migrati on? To scat w ith your re la ti ves 10 11.6 

Marriage 13 15.1 

Total 86 100 

T he rcsponclc nt s lIC IT asked the di stan ce of the ir hOlll e with th c ir ne ighbor' s hOlll e . A\ S a 

rL'sulL S.'l2). ~o 0) respondcd that the ir home \HIS vary ovcrcro wding \\ ith their neighbors 

4 8 



home. 107 (5 1.45'%) somewhat lill' and 4X (23 .1 5%,) repli ed the ir home was I i ll' awa y 

rrom the home o r others. 

As to thc place where they we re born and gro wn up 146 (70.2'X,) said at rural Kebeles 

\\hile ()1(9.X°,{)) in urha n areas. Those \\ ho \\c re horn and g rO\\11 lip at rural Kchclcs were 

askcd il' they had migrated to urban and \\ hat "'as its reason. As resu lt XG(5 X.9%) 

responded that they ware migrated to urban while 60(4 1. 1'%) repl ied not. Regardin g the 

reason l'or their migration 37(43.1 %) looking ('or job. 26 (3 0.2%) ror cducation , 

10( 11.6%) to sca t with their relati vcs and 13(1 5.1 %) far marriage rcason. 

,\ s can he ohsen cd rrom the table above the ma jority or the sampled pri soncrs were 

came I'rom rural Ke bcl es (70.2%) lel r dilTe rcnt reasons likc looking f() rjob.l'or education 

to be w ith their relati ves at urban and lor marriage reasons. 

4. 1.5 Psychological Conditions 

To examine the psychological conditions or ex peri ences 01' the pe rpetrators be l(lre their 

imprisonment sOllle questions \\crc presented J(lr them and its analysis is as 1() ll ows. 

Tablc- I) . Un achicvcd goal and the reaction to it 

Did you ha ve a goal Yes 127 61 
that you planned No 52 25 .1 
and not achi eved? I don ' t kno w 29 13.9 

Total 20R 100 

II' , 'ou did not Worry 
, 

26.8 .) 

achic\ c \\ hat \\ as Il omie ide/ l'hysiea l attack o r others 2 1 16.54 
yo ur reel ing as a Sui cide 13 10.n 
result ') I lope lessness 25 19.68 

Sense or inadequacy 29 22 .8 
Fclt nothing 5 3.9 
Total 127 100 

I'he participants \\e re asked ir they had pla nncd a goal and not ac hi eved. /\ s a result 

I 27«() I 'X.) sa id ·Yes· . 52(25.1%) ' No" and 29( 13.9%) re plied they do not kno w. Those 

who did no t aehi cve the ir planned goal were asked what was the ir f'celing as a result. 
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34(26.WYC,) said worry. 2 1 (16.54%) homicide IPhys ieal attack of others. 13( I 0.28%) 

sui cide. 25(.68%) hopelessness. 29(22 .8%) sense of' inadequac y and 5(3 .9%) replied they 

kit nnthinv-. 

Table 10. lIistol'y of.lail and 1I0spitai for Mental Illness 

Character Category N fYt) M issing 
N Iyo 

J)id you have a history of Yes 36 17.3 0 I. ~ 

jai I before'! N o 160 76 .9 5 

I don't Kllow 9 4.3 
Total 208 

Ila ve you expe rienced Yes n 12 .9 
me ntal illness bclclre') No 139 668 

I don't know 42 20.3 

Total 208 100 
-

11"Yes' what kind of Ilospi ta lizcd 2 7.4 
~~~-

medication service you have Cultural 15 55.5 
got was? 111 cd icat ion 

(tsebe l) 

No Illedieation 10 37 . 1 

Total 27 100 

To investigate whether the sampled respondents had the history or jail before their 

imprisonment. if they had ex pericneed me ntal illness and the medication they find. 

questions related to these points we re administered and their response was as f'ollows. 

3(,( 17.3%) had the hi story or jail. 160 (76 -')%) did not have the history of jail and 

9(4 .3%) the y do not kno w it. On the other hand 27( 12 .9%) ex pe ricnecd mental ill ness. 

139(66.8%) IUld no Illental illness experience and 42(20.30%) thcy don't kno w it. Those 

w ho ha ve experienced mental illness were furthcr asked what kind of medication thcy 

had oClCred as a result and 15(55%) cultural l1l ed ication ( like Tsebe!) . 2(7.4%) 
• 

hospitalil.ed and 10 (37.1 %) had of Tel' cd no medicat ion. 

The ahove table also shows that sOl1l e perpetrators 5 ( 17.3%) had the history or jail 

(prison) bef'orc and even sOllle othcr had experienced mental illness berorc their 

illlp ri sonl1lent. The linding also shows rather than go ing to the hospital the majority oC 
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thc respondents who had experienced l11ental illness we nt to cultu ral medications 

like" Tsebel" and other had ofreredno medication, 

Table II.State of anger and its Rcsolving M ethod 

Cha ractcr ClItcJ;ory N 'Xl 
I lave you irritated/ ange red Yes 11 7 56 .2 
eas ily" No 80 38. 5 

I don't know II 5.3 
·f(llal 208 100 

Ilow wo uld you cool down [jilting some bodL 20 17 
when you angercd? Throwi ng some thing 18 15.4 

K icking the w~ 21 17.9 
Sharing to yo ur £j'iend 23 19.6 
Drinking of alcohol s 2') 24 8 
Rcading book s 6 5.3 
Total 117 100 

I) id you ha ve parents or Yes 97 4(1. 7 
siblings involved in crim inal No 103 '19.5 
beha vior? I don 't know 8 3.8 

Total 208 100 

The aim of thc above questions in the table was to examine if thc participants we re c,\sil y 

angered and ho w the y coo l down theJ11selves fi'om the state of an ger. As a result 

117(56.2'1,,) repli ed the y we re irritated /an gercd at thing casily, 80(3 8. S%) 'No ' and 

II (S .3%) they do not know. Those easil y irrita tcd or ange rcd were further asked how can 

they cool down hom their anger and 20( 17%) sa id by hilling somebody, I 8( 15.4%) 

throwing sOJ11ething, 2 1 (17 .9%) kick ing the wa ll, 23 (19.6%) sharing to their fi· iend, 

29(24 .8%) drinking of alcohols and 6(5.3%) by reading books. 

The 1IIllIi ng sho ws that the J11a jority of the saJ11 pled prisoners (56 .2 %) we re easil y 

irritated or an ge red [()r things (conditions) that arc either ri ght or wrong. As to the coping 

mechani sms: on ly few of them ( J 9.6%) were used to sha re to the ir rricnds . Ilut J11 0st oC 
, 

theJ11 we re used to drink of alcohols , hill ing sOJ11ebody or throwing something and 

kicking/hilling the wall. 

The sam e group was asked whe ther or not there ware indi viduals in their f21mily other 

than themselves who were impri soned in order to check the relation of criminal behav ior 
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to sociali!ation " il h in the 1211l1 il )' . Nea rl y half' ol'the men (46 .7'Vil) answered " Yes" to 

this queslion. 49.5% dcclarcd that there was no body who had committcd erimc in their 

(ilm ili cs. The rest 3.X% said they don't know whether somebody had comm itted crime in 

thei r lilm i I Y or not. 

Ilased on the checklist presented (or those FGD members. discussion was made on those 

major predisposing I"actors lcn committing violence agai nst women. The disclission were 

catcgori/.cd as famil y ,ell vironmental. ph ys ical , psychological .social and cultural 

related lileto rs that lead the indi vidual s to com mi t violence. 

Related to lilmi ly (ilctors the parti cipants were raised di fCerent issucs. Accordi ng to thcm. 

those children who ha ve camc from a single (illnil y or those who lakes ('Im il y may not 

gel appro pri ate supcrvision and attention . In addition if one (ilmil y has man y child ren. 

they may not feed and give necessary support {clr thei r chi ldren. Thi s may ha ve a 

signiJieant dIcet to develop criminal behav ior in the ir later liCe. tn addition they added 

l~lCl()rs like separation. and di vorce. marriage arrangement out of the in terest or husband 

or wi Ie. drug and alcohol abuse . 

Rclatcd to physical litctors the group also raised and discussed as (ollows : hi gh 

population density . high number of unemployed indi viduals. cxpansion of that 

consumption. expansion of vides r00111S , rural urban migration. tolerance oj" violence and 

overcrowding in urban areas and carrying of weapon s. 

In addition psyc hological. related liletors we re also ("urther disc ussed . Accord ingly 

t;lctors like poor control 01' emotion . stress. low self esteem, history of abuse. soc ial 

iso lation .depression .rcclings of hopelessness , sense of" inadequacy. over usc or 

alcohols and drug and negat ive attitude towards women . As to socia! factors peer 

pressure, having less participation on social iss lies. playi ng gambling. conflicts w ith 

individuals. difTcrcnt social disadvantages and social norms of gender inequality . 

52 



I,as t but not least wcre those cult ura l L,ctors, The majorit y 01' th e pa rti c ipants of FGD 

replied th at among factors that leads individuals to cOlllmit violence agai nst ,,,'olllen ; 

cul tural ",eto rs const itute the lirst and the mos1. Tbi s is beca use; most or the ,ime 

viole nce aga ins t womcn was th e result 01' cultura l or traditional customs or harl11 Cui 

traditi onal practices in the society . These arc male/ society attitude or disrespcct or 

disregard to wo rds wOlllen. lack 01' bclief' in equality or human right fClr all. pe rce ption 

of Inen as dom inant strong protec lors of women and women's as weak .inrcrior and rul ed 

to their Illl sbands and viewing wo men as actual or poten tial sex obj ects. 

On th e oth er hand some of the di sc ussants of I:G I) sa id th at man y of thc vic tims did not 

report their case to the Ll\I enroreement agc nt' s li kc the police. Rat her they discussed 

their experi ences with their [j·iends. mother. s isters. husband. ot her relati ves . pri es ts 

(rel ig ious leaders) and o th ers , 

(" Going public 10 reporl your rape experience is ridiculolls. 11 brings 

shwlIe 10 Ihej(lIl1ilv 0",1 Ihe indi vidual herself No l11an Ivill ask/or her in 

II/orriage, 111 shorl,re do nol rCl'or( ohour il ,,) I:(JI). Women .age 25, 

Table 12 Warning Signs of Violence 

Pri or your act of' 

violence whi ch or tbese 
beha viors were observed 

Oil \ou? 

CategorL 
Loss of tem per on dai ly basis 

In crease usc oraleohol or drug 
Wit hdra wal from fj'i ends 

Significa nt va ndalism or pro perty 
damage 

No di fTerent( new) behavior was 
obse rved (i'0 1ll belore 

Total 

N 
45 

60 
43 
34 

26 

208 

21.6 
18.8 
20.6 
16.5 

12 .5 

100 

To invcst igate the behaviors thc)' have observed prior their ac t or viol ence . the 

respondents were asked. In res ponse to thi s 45(21 ,6%) said loss of temper on a dail y 

bas is. G0(28 ,R'X,) increased usc or a lco hol or drug. 43(20,6%) withdraw rrom li·i cnds. 

34( 16.5'1<,) significant vandal ism o r property dama ge and 2G( 12,5%) rep li ed they we re 

observcd no new behavior than be fore , T he di stributi on shows th at most sampled 
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res pondents (2X.8%) use o f" a lcohol or drug were increased pri or th ey had committed the 

viol ence" 

-1.1.6 Ellects of Violence on Perpetrators 

h ·idcnces show that viole nce not on ly has a s ignili cant clIcct on victims but also on 

pe rpetrators or th e viol ence. These dTects co uld be psycho log ical , ph ys ical , social o r 

economical. 

Tahle 13 psycho logical, physical and social ellects of violence on perpetrators. 

e ha ractcristics 

Whal \Vas your ree ling aner yo u had 

COlllmitled Ihe vio lence? 

What was the phys ical eflcci )OU have 
ex perienced tl1roug l1 coulller response from 
the victim? 

Aner \Oll had cO ll1 l1litlcd the viok;nce Ihe 

social rela tion ship you had bef()I"(.; decreased 

Alter )Oll had cOl1l1l1itted the violence you r 

1 ~II11il)' has beca me disbanded o r d ispersed. 

Afte r YOll had com mitted the viok-nce YO llr 

wealth and propel"t) has becamc di sorgani/.cd 

(decreased). 

Category 

GUill Y 

Shamc 

Iso lat ion 

Ilopclcsslless 

No new feel ing 

Total 

Breaking ol"bollc 

Hrc<1kil1 u oflceth 
~ 

Physical injury 

Scare on your body 

you ex perienced 11 0 errCCI 

Total 

Yes 

No 

[ dOIl ' t know 

Tota l 

Yes 

No 

I don·l know 

TOlal 

Yes 

No 

1 don" ! know 

Total 

54 

N 

7X 

61 

23 

32 

1'1 

lO X 

21 

13 

22 

26 

106 

lOX 

<)7 

5X 

53 

20X 

101 

75 

32 

20X 

122 

70 

16 

20S 

Ulcl 

37.5 

29 .3 

I I. I 

15.4 

6. 7 

100 

10 

6.3 
, 

20.2 

12.53 

50.97 

100 

116.6 

2H 

25 .6 

100 

4X.6 

36.1 

IS .J 

100 ' 

58. 7 

33.6 

7.7 

100 



To exam ine the psycholog ica l. phys ica l. soci al and econom ica l e fTect they ha ve 

experienced the sampkd participants "ere asked: "hat "as the ir iCeli ng aner they had 

eo mlllitted th e viol ence. the physical e lket they ha ve experienced as a resu lt of the 

cou nte r respo nse during the act of the e rilll e. the ir social rela ti onsh ip. I'llllil y cond ition 

and about th ei r wea lth and prope rty after they had cOlllmitted and entered to the jail. 

Rega rd ing the psycho logica l e ffect of th e ir crime action .78(37.5%,) o f th e respo ndents 

replied the) kit guilty. () I (:2').3'%) shallle. :!3 (11.1 'X,) isolation .32( 15 .4'1<,) hopelessness 

and 14(6.7%) sa id th ey ha ve no new lee ling Icll' their act ion .As to the ph ys ica l e lke t the y 

ha ve ex perienced. 2 1 (10%) experien ce break ing 01' bonc .1 3(6 .3%) breakin g of tteth 

.42(20. 2°;{,) phys ica l injury. 26( 12 .53%) scare on their bod y . 106(50 .97%) re pli ed they 

ha ve ex per ienced no ph ys ica l cfkel. 

On the ot her hand the sampkd perpetra to rs were ask ed the elke ts of vio lence on thei r 

social re lationship. I'llllil y and weal th/ property The distributio n sho ws (tabl e 13 abo ve) . 

97(46.6%) replied that thei r soc ial rci ati o nsh ip were decreased. 58(27 .8'10) sa id it has no 

di lkrenee w ith the be lOIT and 53 (25.6%) they do no t kno w whet he r it was dec reased or 

nol. In add ition 101 (48.6%) res po nded that their [ilmil y were d isband ed or di spersed. 

7';( :1(;.1 %) no problem with their I' lm il y. 32 ( 15.3%) they don't know what happened to 

the lll . I:urtherlllore the tabk above sh(1" s that 122(5 8. 7%) of th e sampled respondents 
• 

we re said th at the ir wealthy and prope rty has became di sorgani/.ed an d decreased than 

belo re. 70(3 3 .6%) repli ed that no significant e flee t was observed on their wealth and 

property and 16(7.7%) res ponded they do not kno w wha t was hap pened to the ir wealth y 

and property . 

As it can be seen in th e table above (ta bIe13) most of the perpetrato rs (37.5%) we re lelt 

guilt y I(ll' the ir ac tion and 50-'J7% ha ve ex pe ri enced no ph ys ical Cn ee l. The tabl e also 

shows that the relation ship of' most perpe tra tors (46.6%) were decreased than bclcll'e with 

othcr indi vidua ls. their " Imil y we re d isbanded (48.6%) and the ir wea lth y and property 

has bcea lll e dec reased an d d iso rgani led (5 8.7%) a ner they had comm itted the c ri me. 
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Accord in g to thc participants or I:C iD violence against womcn shoul d be condcmn cd. 

I'his is because it has ph ysical. psychological. and economi ca l conscquences on the 

indiv id ual victim. It ha s a lso s ignilican t clTec t on the cconomie development of" the 

country . 

Phys ical Effect : the group raised that vio le nce aga inst wo men resul ts in phys ical inj ury 

or el 'en to dcat h, The phys ical injury could be bod ily wounds wh ic h resu lts in unwa nted 

marks, scars and phvsieal disabilities or dcl(JrIllities. Genital injuries and other somat ic 

complai nts like headac hes and bed welli ng we re also added in their d iscussion, 

(, slapping heating lI 'ith un "hiect. kicking and bodily '''OI1l7d.l' 

as (f reslI" ;.~. C()l11l1u)J1fp ohserved on 1!'omen 's specially/rom Iheir 

IlIIshlll7l/.l') , 1:(;1) , Men. age 31, 

Psycholo gica l Effecl: violence aga inst women has tremendous psychological 'and 

emot io nal e rlCets. The group in the d isc uss io n was raised wome n's whom experienced 

I·iolenee rn a)' resulted in psychologica l problems like anxiety. de pression. negative se lf­

est ee m .se lfb lame . Iear .g uilt . shame and hosti le aggressive be havi o rs. 

I hore u/j'h'J1d ;n III)' l1eighhol" Irho 11'US roped he/ore IIID ),ears. 

She hlollles hersel/fur the actioll. she ,,,,,nie.l' if.l'he has infeCied lI 'ith . . .. 

IIJI' IIIJ)S '" ", I:GI). women. 23 ages 

In ad di tion to its physica l as well as psycho logica l conseq ue nces the group a lso rurther 

added consequences it has to I,ullil y and soc icty. Acco rdin g to their d isc ussion c hildrcn in 

lillnilics in wh ich the woman is ba lte red arc a t risk of" bo th phys ica l a nd sex ual abuse, 

I:ear 01' crimc is th e conscquenee it has to the society. In addition violence agai nst women 

has an ind ircet inlluence on the economic a nd social dcve lopmcnt. For the fear o f' 

violc nce the re may not bc I'ull partici pation or women in all aspects of de ve lop men t. 

though changes have heen uhserved. there is no jilll participation 0/ ,,,omen's in 

(:'\'(:,':1 ' {(spec/ (~r del'e/ojJl1Ienl. Becollse (~(/ear oI r;ulence lind p,ender inequalilies, rheir 

jJunicijlUlion is lOll." I:GI) , Mcn. 2 1 age. 
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Regarding the effects or violence on the perpetrators. the discussants in I:GD did not 

give Ill ueh eillp has is but the dlCet it has o n th e victi ms. Ilowevcr they rai sed sO llle points 

in their discussion. Acco rdin g to thelll violence against wOlllen has Illueh more cfkets on 

women"s or victim s than perpetrators . 

I(the hI/shand has heaten his lI 'iii! ' Fith slick and I!lade her injlllY. hruken her loolh 

or i( sOllle"od)" has raped a lI'omen, Ihe maximl/m prohlem he 1110) ' experienced will be 

senlencil1,f.!,j(JI' some years. Fven he may 170/ he aecl/sed/or his action. JlnyhO(~)l can guess 

the e./Ii.N.:1 (?I"stlch \'iolence 's on fhese \I'omen 's " FG I). \"Iomen. age 27 . 

Though the group stressed the elleelS of violencc against wo men. they did not den y the 

cifcct it has on those perpetrutors. Acco rdin gly th ey saw th e consequences that viol ence 

has on pe rpet rators with dirl"c rent an gle. As their discuss ion viole nce has psychologica l, 

soc ial and eeo noillieal effec ts not o nl y on the vie tilll s but also on perpetrat ors. though its 

magnitude is less in the case of the lalter. Psyc hol ogicall y Illale pe rpctrators Illay 

opericnee shaille. gu ilt. depression and conl·usion. They stay out longer ror their action 

and withdraw themselves rrom their I·riends. The rciati ons hip they have with others also 
• 

decreases. Male' s who CO III III i Ilcd vio lence agai nst women Illay be accused and scntenced 

far their ac ti on. Other's Ill y Icave and Illi gratcd to other places I(lr the fca r of" being 

accused and imprisoned . As a result their wealth and pro pe rt y Illay dis perse and 

decreased. In addition their "Imily may become disbanded. 
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.1. 1.6 Perccived Psychological, Social and P hysical factors that predisposed 

participants' to com mitting violence 

Ta ble 1-1 Psychological related factors. 

The fo llowing tabl e deals abou t the psycho log ical 1~l clOrs that Icd rcspondc nts to 

committing viol ence. 

Itellls related to psychological Frequency of I{esponses 

Factors 
~ ~ 

" OJ 

E E .;: - ~ 

N 
~ 

~ 

~ on E ~ 

'" 
.... = OJ 0 = E "0 
OJ '" ~ 

'" 
.. - .~ 

~ ~ OJ OJ 0 ;: '" 
0 

~ ;: 
~ (FJ ~ (FJ ~ f-

Wi tncssed/cxpericnccd violcncc a1 child 11 35 47 11 5 20X 0 

%) 5.3 16X 22 .4 55.5 100 a 
I'. xposcd to /sccn a,h'cnt ure and horror li1llls X 1 <) '~ 14() 105 

, 
., ~ ., 

%) 3.X 9.3 15.4 70 <)8.5 1.5 

Your moiller or ram i 1 y mcmbcr had 15 48 52 93 20X 0 

Lx pcl"icnccd vioicnCL 

(Yo 7.2 ?' ~., 25 44.7 100 a 
You had a ICciing of jealousy 01' you r wi l'c 6 17 38 14 7 204 4 

/gi rl fricd 

(Xl 2 .9 6.5 1 X.3 70.6 '!X. I 1. 9 

Yo u had a fee l i ng 01' hopelessness 7 ?' ~ J ]8 140 208 a 
(Yo 3.4 11 18.2 67.3 lOa a 

You felt anxious /wo rry 22 3 1 56 99 208 0 

%) 106 14.9 26.9 47.5 100 a 
W ithd nlll / isolat ed yo urself I'rom <) 35 <19 111 204 4 

yo ur I'ri cnds 

%) 4.3 16.8 23 .6 53.3 98.1 1.9 

Yo u had a se nse of inadequacy 8 35 38 127 20g 0 
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°lcl J. g 16.6 I g.3 61 100 0 

I'here \\as a time that \ 'OLl had thought to 12 28 45 123 208 a 
cO llllllit suicide 

%) 5.7 13 .4 21.6 59 100 a 
y OLi had e\ pcri cnccd Illood swi ngs 13 36 49 109 207 

%) GJ 17.3 23 .6 52.4 99. 5 0. 5 

You \\ere sllsp icious 01' ot hcrs II 30 -17 120 208 0 

(X, 5.3 14.4 226 57.9 100 0 

Yo u feel rejec ted 14 33 50 III 208 0 

%) 6. 7 15.8 24 53 .3 100 a 
Total frequency of response 136 370 546 1430 24S2 14 

Ij';) 5.45 14.S 21.S 57.9 99A 0.6 

In the tabl e abo ve, th e respondents we re prese nted with psychological re lated ite ms 

w hi ch th e i I' occurrence has a prec ipitating power to com mitting vio lence. Acco rding to it. 

mother or lam il y membe r experience 0 [" viole nce (56 .3'%). [ee ling 0[" wo rry /anxio us 

(53.5'%) . experi e nce o [ mood swings (4 8.3 'X,). fee ling of rejec tion (47.9'%). w ithdraw/ 

isolation from I'r iends (47. 7'Yu) . a nd \\ itness /ex pe ri e nce or vio lcnee at their ch ild age 

(45.5%) we re th e 1110s t psychological prob le ms that the respo nde nt s had experie nced 

befo re the ir im pri so nment and committ ed the crime as a result respec ti ve ly. Following 

th ese we re suspicious 0[" ot he rs (43 .1%,) . thought to commit suic ide (41 %), sense 0[" 

inadequacy (39%). feeli ng 0[" hope less ness (33.7%), ex posure (0 /see ing ad venture r and 

horror lilms (30'%) . and [ecl ing or jea lousy 0[" will: or g irl friend (29.4'%) . respec tive ly , 
.The linding SllO\\S that subj ec t to f~1I11 il y vio lence (56 .3'%) was th e dominant 

psyc ho logical re lat ed liletor that led (he perpe trators to eO lllmilli ng vio le nce. 
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Table 15 Un health Social relation ship experiences that had contrihutions to 

Committing Violence 

The 1()llowing labl e de pi cls Ihe social eondilions or experiences Ihal Ihe sa illp led 

prisoners had hcl'ore Iheir impri sonmenl 

Itcms related Social Frcquency of Responses 

Factors '" '" E 
'';: 

" E 
o 

if) 

Yo u used to smoke, chew and drink w ith your 36 5 1 

fri ends 

(% 17.3 24.5 

Yo u had participation 011 social isslIes ]9 46 

(X. 18.5 ?' _J 

I)id you offered soc ia l supporl 32 46 

(Vc) 15 .1 22.7 

II \las lold you as individual s arc respons ible 27 40 

fCJr Iheir aclion. 

'Xl g 19.2 

Your I·riends had commilled violence against 6 11 

Ihei r \I i\ es/ gi rl friends. 

% 2 .1) 5 .2 

60 

~ 

N ~ 
~ 

~ 

~ ~ 

c: .. 
0 

'" "0 ,. 
" '" if) ~ 

63 58 

30.2 27X 

43 79 

20 .6 37.6 

42 53 

20 .1 25 .4 

43 95 

20.4 ' f5. 8 

24 167 

11 
, 

80 . • J 

on 
c: 

" '" - ,~ 
0 
f- ~ 

208 0 

100 a 

208 \) 

100 0 

203 5 

97.6 2 .4 

205 3 

98 .5 5 

208 a 

100 0 



You used lo play gambling ') 16 20 163 208 0 

I}'i') 4.L1 7.5 'J6 78.5 100 0 

Your wile gave complains lO give her money 17 19 37 135 208 0 

<Vi) 8.2 9 17.6 65 100 0 

You had c01llmitted viol ence agai nst women 12 27 36 133 208 0 

"ith the pressu re of )our r'r iend s 

<Y(, 5.8 12 .8 17.3 64 100 0 

You ha vc ex pc ricnced freq ucn t conflict s with 28 36 48 96 208 0 

othc r indi vid uals 

<X) 13.5 17 23 46 100 0 

Total frequency of responses 2()6 282 356 102() 1864 8 

'Yo 11 15.6 1') 54.4 '19.5 O.S 

Thc pa rti cipan ts wc rc askcd with ques tions rc latcd to unhcal th y soc ial re lat ionship \"i th 

o thcr indil"iduals hcl(lrc they had committed th e violencc. Acco rdi ng ly. used to smoke. 

cIK'" and drink " 'ith fr icnds (72.2%»). cx pcr ienced li'cqucnt co nflicts with other 

individual s (54 ');.») ,did not gct information as indi vidua ls arc res po ns ibl c Icn th e ir action 

(45.8%). not parti c ipate o n soc ial issues (37.6%) and had comm itted viol e ncc against 

women with pressure or' I'ri e nds (36%) were the most dom inant social lilctors that 

precip itat ed pcrpctrators to cO lllmitting viol enec rcspec ti ve ly. I:o llowing th ese were 

ol"ICred no social sup port ( 25 .,1'%), yo u used to play galllbling (22.5%) .had friends 

co mlllilling viole nce agai ns t thcir wives or girl r'riend s (20%) respcc ti vcl y. In casc or' 

positivc it c ms the respo nse uncler 'nevc r" shows therc is lack or sho rtage of approp riatc 

soc ial re lation ship which has co ntributio ns lelr violence. 



Table 16. ('hysical/Material Condit ions 

I·he: i"ll(l\\ing tabk indicates the physical or material conditions that led the sampled 

pri soners to cotllmit violence 

Frequency of Response 

Questions I{elated to physical / 
~ 

~ N 

Material Conditions 
~ M ~ cn 

""" 
~ E ~ 

~ ~ .... " ;;.. ~ '"' '" 0 " " " E "0 '" ~ 

'" E E ;;. ~ ,;!; 

;;;: 0 OJ '" 0 ;;;: .;: <FJ f- <FJ /. f-

I-:xposeelto dillerent pornography 12 ?' -" 30 140 205 3 

%) 5.7 II 14.5 67.3 98.6 1.4 

You have seen pictures or videos or 9 27 " 139 208 0 .J.) 

read wri Hell materials that undermine 

\\01'-ICn' 5 hutllanity 

<1.) 4.4 13 15.8 66 .8 100 0 

Violence against women/ children was 13 28 58 109 208 0 

tolerated in your r~lm i Jy neighbor. 

%) 6,] U.S 27.8 52.4 100 () 

You were carrying a weapon 26 39 59 80 204 4 

%1 12.5 IX] 28.4 38 .5 98.1 1.9 

Watched I V program s that show 6 I J 22 167 208 0 

viol ence aga inst WOll1en /a girl chi Id. 

(% 2.9 G.2 10.6 80.3 100 0 

Total frequen cy of response 66 130 184 660 1033 7 

(Ytl 6.3 12.5 17.7 63.5 99.3 0.7 

The respondents were presented with questions related to phys ical /Material r'letors tbat 

led them to commit violence aga inst women .. Accordingly. carry ing weapons (6 1.5%). 

and tolerance of violence aga inst women in the ir neighbor (47.G%) were the dom inant 

phys ical Lletors respecti ve ly. I:ollowing this were. seen pictures or viel eos or read wri llen 
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mat eri als th at undcrmine wotllcn s hu manit y (4 .1 .2 ). eX Jlosed tn dilfcrent 

porn og ra phy(32 .7 ) and \I atchcd T V programs that shows viol cnce against \I omcn ( 19. 5) . 

-t .1 .7 A ttitudes o rthe participants towards Old C ustoms and 

T raditional Practi ces against women 

/\ s dil"krcilt researches sho\\ \\ omen are the victim s 01 " abuse in vari oLls cultures by their 

husband. partne r .st ra ngc r and o thers .As a res ult o f' ha rml 'u l cult ural. somc old e us t.)ms 

and trad itio na l prac tices stil l co ntinue to suppo rt the eOlll lll on pe rception o f' Ill en as 

dom inant. s tro ng. pro tecto rs of' women and women as weak . in f'e ri o r an d rul ed to thei r 

husba nd. To assess the attilud es o f' sa m pled perpe tra to rs, ques ti o ns re lated to old 

eusto lll s and trad itio nal practices that we re pract iced aga ins t wOlllen were presented ro r 

thclll. 
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Table 17. Attitudes of the respondents towards Old C ustoms and 

Traditional Practices that were practicing in the Society 

Q uestion s re la ted 10 old 

customs Hlld cu ltura l 

practitcs 

.;:~ ~ 
= " o " :... :... 

CD 
rJl ~ 

Freq Ilene)' of Respo nses 

" " ~ en 

" .~ 
o ~ 

Whe never men' s arc superior 29 69 56 

Un 13.3 9. 2 1.1 33 26.9 

Il lll~b~tlld should beal his \\ iii.: si llec it is a cultural 

practice 

7 1 53 

lIu 

\-Vhe ll husband hil s hi s wife i1 is n01 a big deal 

" " 
Ilitiing wire Igirl fi'i end is a sign or lo ve 

(I II 

I r \\ 01111.:11':-. an..: disobi.:~ i ng it is norma I 10 b~C\I her 

III) 

Other Iha n bcatill~ wife no optional choice IS 

l"Cquircd 

22.5 

53 

25.11 

25 

12 

20 

lin I 1.5 

Women's /girl s should be ci rcumscribed 36 

"U 17.3 

IJU llishill l-! child ren is ~ood tix the childn:ll's OWII :'i7 

WOlllen's bei ng subord inate is II mailer of'd cslillY oIl 

( fille) 

U u 30.7 

WOlllen's should be ru led by thei r husbands 61 

"" 29.3 

T otal rreqllenc~' of respon se 

211 

68 

32.6 

56 

26. 9 

62 

29.8 

51 

25 

67 

(,1 

81 

38 

66 

31.7 

55N 

26.M 

25 / 1 

5 1 

24.5 

5/1 

25.9 

53 

65 

12.7 

60 

28.8 

so 

37 

17.7 

47 

22.) 

569 

27.3 

16.3 

36 

17.3 

69 

33 

5 1 

24 .3 

67 

32 .2 

'15 

22.11 

2 10 

12.5 

16.3 

532 

" o 
I-

208 

100 

208 

9') .0 I 

20 8 

100 

204 

98.1 

208 

100 

20X 

100 

20S 

98 . 1 

20S 

100 

20 8 

100 

20S 

100 

2117~ 

99. 7 

en 

~ 

.'" :;;: 

o 

a 

2 

0.96 

o 

o 
4 

19 

o 
o 
o 

o 

o 
1.9 

o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
6 

0.3 



The researche r was aimed to assess the all itudes ol'the sampl ed pa rt icipants in the study 

\o'v\urcls viok:ncc aga in st \\omen. Accordingly. as shown in table 17 above, vlomcn's 

being subordinate is a maller o r desti ny or lilte (68,7 ",,), women's should be rul ed by 

their husbands (61'%) and when husband hits hi s wilC it is not a big deal (58%) are 

statements that \\ ere mostl y agreed by the sampl ed respondents. Ililling wilCigi rl rri end is 

a sign or love (3X%). whenever men' s arc superior (34.59(%) and other than heating wife no 

optional choice is required (36.5) were the Icss agreed (mostl y disagreed) pract ices 

respectively. In betwccn \\ 'cre husband should bea t hi s wiCe si ncc it is a cultu ral pract ice 

(56.5",,) , punishing children is good f(Jr thc children own (54.3%), , women's (g irls) 

should bc circu msc ri bed (4 'J.8<y.,) and if women's arc di sobeying it is normal to beat her 

(49",,) reslKctively 

-t.I.H Suggcsh.'d Methods for Preventing Violence against Women 

h)J' the question ' 10 alleviate or 1l1inil11izc violence against women what measures should 

be taken especia ll y on those predisposing li.ctors', the 1()llowing we re listed: 

• Teach ing the community to stand behind wOl11en and training thel11 on issue or 

IIOl11en'S ri ght. 

• Use I11 cdia to advocate the ri ght ol'wol11en and condcl11ning violati on orrighl. 

• Reporting vioicnce. exposing perpetrators and taking serioLis legal measures. 

• The police of'licials and eO l11l11unity shall expose an il legal video, chat and 

'shisha' room s that has contributions to cOlll mit vio lence aga inst wOlllen. 

• Gender l11ainstreami ng act ivit ies should be done at dirrerentlcvel s. 

• Awareness should be g iven on anger management techniques. 

• S t r~ n g t hening child ri ght I women" s ri ght clubs in Kebc lcs and Schools. 

• IVlot ivaI i ng \H)l1lcn -s to partici pate in di I'I crcnt acti vi lies such as development. 

sc hooling, elec ti on . di scussion s ... etc. 

• Teaching the socicty their rights and ob li gation 

• Advocacy is important on the social. psychological and economica l effects 0(' 

violence on both tbc victims and perpetrators. 

• I ' h~ alre<l(I, ' l(lI'1llulated la\\ should be stri ctl y implemcnted on perpetrators. 



4.2. DisclIssion 

The data obta incd th rough thc ques tionnaires and interv iews showed perceived causes or 

vio lence against W0111en. In this research paper th c sampled respondents were 

pcrpetrators who were in I:itehc Pri son Center, No rth Shoa /.onc. Oromia rcgion. 

The age classilication or the respondents \-ve rt 15-25 years 34 .0 percent. 26-35 yea rs 

30 .5 percent. 36-45 ycars or age 13 .5 percent and 46 or more yea rs or age 10.5 percent. 

The majority that is 34.6 percent were be twccn 15-25 years or age. Thi s shows that men 

hacl mostly comm itted vio lence in their early age when they are at their most cl ynamie. 

Relating to thc soc ial posit ion or men ' s at this stage. Odimcgwu ( 1997) stateclthat thi s 

pe ri od is whe re life is relati vely unstable and irregular and which makes mcn susceptibl c 

to criminal behavior . 

Thc majority 01' the respondents have onl y primary school cd ueation (46 .1 5%) . J C it is 

considered education bclow secondary levcl as insuffic ient, one can note that 85.09 

pcrcent or the prisoncrs I ,Ii I in thc category. Low level 01' cducation is an important factor 

in whether a man develops crimi nal behavior or not because a man who has a hi gh li( ve J 

or education is morc a" arc about criminal behavior. Thcrerorc lack of' cdueat ion might 

hm'c led thc participants to commi t the erimc. 

As to the mari tal status 01' the participants 49 .03 percent we re married. 32 .2 percent 

single . 12.5 pcrccnt di vorced and the remain ing 4.31 percent we re widowed . The data 

analysis shows thal 67.7') percent had experienced marriagc. From these 60.28% wc re 

married under l~ul1i1y pressure 22 .()(YXI were married with f~llllil ic s and th eir OWIl 

apprO\'al. 6.3% wcre marr ied under the prcssurc oC rricnd or other individ uals and 

10.63')1" werc marri cd on their own and their wife's accord . Thc data anal ys is shows that 

66.6 percent 01' mcn pri soner ' s included in the samp lc werc married either wit b the 
• 

pressure 01' lam il y. relative's or othcr individual s. From thi s li nd ing it call bc concl uded 

that marriage arranged witho ut the kno\,vlcclgc and interest 01" individuals may have a 

sig ni licant erJ'cet on their criminal behavior. Around 12.78 'X, of thc sampled perpClrators 

ha ve also responded that thcy had more than six chi ldrcn· s. I':vidcll ces show that large 
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l'lm il), si'.e has an indirect relation with vio lence. I:or exam pl e. Diana .I eitecl in Ma ri e 

and Il ay (200]) stated that parents with large lilmil y s ize may un ab le to maltreat their 

ch ildren. The elh:ets 01' pove rty. such as st ress may resulted in depression. substance 

abuse wh ich intern pred ispose them to violent behavior. 

Form s of v iol ence 

Rcsearch shows that wo men' s arc subjected to difkrent forms of violence in their lile and 

th is cou ld be from their famil y member. stranger. the ir boss. husband. teacher, school 

mates and neighbor. The sampl ed pe rpetrators were impri soned either by committing 

violence aga inst women or a girl chi ld. I:rom those 20R sam pl ed perpetrators 128 (6 1. S'X,) 

\\~n.: imprisol1L:d as a resul! or vio lence agai nst women while th e res t 80 (38.4 7(Yc)) were 

due to violencc against a child girl. As to the I'o rms of' violence they had eOlll mitted 

aga inst wo men 17.I R 'x, were mu rder. 37 .S% rape. 13.28% abduction. 16.4% physica l 

beatings and IS.64% in timidations. 

On the side or vio lence aga inst children 10% we re mu rder. 36.2S% rape. 20% abduct ion. 

I )'X, ph) siea l beatings. IX. 7S% deceit of chi ldren I(lr di Ikren t purpose. The most 

rrequently occ urred I()l'm s or viuicnee agai nst wo men and a girl child was rape which 

constitute 37 percent. Abduct iun and physical bea tings constitute IS percent each and 

I~lliows rape. Intimidati ng women and deceit of' children for various reasons incorporate 

9.0 and 7.2 percent respect ive ly and placed at the least. The finding sho ws that wOl~, en 

c.'pcriellccs "iolencc such as murder. rape. abd uction. phys ical attack (beating) 

.int imidation and deceit in the case of ch ild girl I()l' dilferent purposes like sex ual abuse. 

labor exploitation and tral'liekin g. 

Regarding whe re the perpetrators had comm itted the crime. 26.9% we re at home , 20.6% 

on the street .]7.9% in the Jores t and 7.2% at school. The linding shows that perpetrators 

had eOlllmitted ,iolenee against lIomen at home. on the street. in the 1(I ITs t and at schoo l 

ami the crimes lIere mostly comm itted in the I(lrest (37 ') %). Thi s could be probably 

lorest was the salCst place I(lr the pe rpetrators to commit the ,·iolenee. 



/\cco rd ing 10 1': lhio pian lVo men 's la wye rs assoc iation the 1110s t preva lenl ("o rms of 

violence aga inst women include domesti c viol ence. sex ual harassment . carl y marriage 

.ahduction _ rape. do\\ ry pa~ J11c nlS. polygamy wi fc o lTc ring _ abusive say ings. degrading 
, 

prOlubs. unequal pay lin equal lIo rk and di sc rimi na li on in hcrit anee ( I:W I.I\. 1997). 

Perceived Causes of violence 

I\s 10 the respo nses or the sampled pri so ne rs. 30. 5'X, had committed the vio lence because 

or th e usc or alco hol or drugs. I I 'Xl fin retali a ti on (revenge) due to inte r racia l conflict. 

-17.:2 (XI due to cult ura l practice (considering viol ence against women or girl chil d as 

norm al). 14A tX, vic\",ing abducti on as one way 0 1' marriage arrangement. The data 

anal ys is sho ws th ai cultural in lluenee eonstilutes the bigges t nU lll be r (47'X,) an d fil li owed 

by the usc 0 (" a lcoho l o r d rug (3 6%) as a cause to eOllll11it violence aga inst IVO lllen or girl 

chil d. Considering abduction as one way of marriage arrangement and revenge for inter 

rac ia l eon lli et constitute the las t causati ve f~l e tor. I:rolll th e ex planation it is poss iblt to 

conclude 1ila1 some or the pe rpetrators \\ ere viewed viol ence again st \Nomen and l or a 

girl chil d as no rmal. SOllie or the sa mpled pe rpetra tors se ntenced with the case 01" rape 

we re res ponded tha t they had committed the violence because they had le lt in ' Iovc' with 

th e vic tims. 

In li ne lV ith these findin g Ram I\ huja ( 1'!X7) stated th at the re ex ist close re lationship 

bctlleen drug and alcohol consumption and any kind 01' violence. I\eeording to Rak eb' s 

resea rch cond uc ted in I\dd is I\ba ba. 08.9% o r the abused lIomen admitted that the ir 

partne r' s usc alcohol o r dru gs (Rakeb' s 19')8:52). On th e othe r hand Ancle rgaehew 

( I 'J,)6: 7) s tat ed that in variabl y. the relationships between the sexes arc marked by ,two 

c ultural leatures . These are inequa lity between th e sexes. in which me n ass ume that they 

should pla\ ' a dominan t rolc and a te nd ency len men to view \·\ Ol11en as actual or potentia l 

sex objects. 

As to the prolession oC the sampl ed pri sone r' s ,32 .03'% we re I ~l rmcr 's . 28.1 5'Xl da il y 

lahorers .5 .8 (% orli cc worker' s _ 11 o/tl merchanl , 13.5(% doing nOlhing and 6.3 (Yo 



student's I:armer's co nstitute the first place (J2.03'X,) "hieh was f()llowed by dail y 

laborer's (2X.15%). Ol'lice "orkers were placed at the last (S .X%). 

Family I{elated Factors 

The linding on th e perpetrators family background sho wed that the ir filt her died 

31. 25% ). their mother died (36.14%) ,their mo ther and father li ving together (57.6%) 

;\I1d their mother and ",ther not living to get her (42.4.%). The analys is also shows ,that 

those " 'hose their mothn and lilther IVere not living together g rown up with filther on ly 

(3(,. 36%) . w ith mother only (53.45) and with their re lati ves ( 10. 24%). Regardin g their 

fillnil y s ize those sa mpl ed respondents who came from fillnil y si/.e <3 ( I. S%). 4-6 were 

(25.42%).7-0 were (40 .8%). > 10 we re (23. 1%). 

;\ecording to the linding many or the perpetrators (33.09%) we re came from a si ngle 

" ' mily. Those "ho's th eir pare nts were both ali ve. only 01' 57.65% we re living toget he r 

while 36 .36 % were not. Mos t sampled perpetrators (63%) were came I'rom a large filmily 

s i' .e with a famil y membe r greate r than s ix (63.9%) . In line w ith this research linding 

Marie and Il ay (2003) s tat ed that s ing le parent fam il y statu s. separation . di vorce. 

inadequa te child supervision. afTeeti o n and attention has contribution for violent 

hdlil\iuL 

Regardi ng the dail y income 01' the partie i pants ; < lObi 1'1' (33 .2%). I I -20 birr (4 I .X%). 2 I -

50 birr ( 16.8%) and > 50 birr (8 .2%). The linding sho ws th e ave rage daily income or 

most sampled pe rpet rators (75%) was less than two do ll ars. Relatin g the ir income with 

their surrou ndin g ]11. 18% ve ry low. 40.8 6% low. 20 .60% middle a nd 4.3% was high. 

IhlSe rated as I'ery 10" and 10'" ,,',IS replied that re lt worry/ stress (37.12%) . anger 

(32.6%) . dep ress ion (28.38%) The findin g shows that as a resu lt of lo w economi c 

income level. th e sampled pe rpetrators had kit stress. worry. anger. and depression which 

have a direct relation with violenec. 

I\eeording to the s tud y 70.2% 01' the sampl ed responde nt s were born and grown up at 

rura l ke belc' s "hile 29.8% "ere at urban. 58.9% 1,l e re migrated to urban areas ror 
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"ari()us reasons such as I()oking I(l r job (43.1 tX,). lell' cducation (I 1.6%) . to scat with their 

relat i ves ( I I .MI" ) and fell' marriage reason (15.1 ty,,) . I n I ine wi th the results 0 f' this stud y 

hi gh level of' youth uncmployment. rapid rates of' urbani/.ation. low avai lability 01' 

croplan d. mi gration to urban areas. low income level. scarcity or renewa ble rrcsh WaleI' 

... has a s ignilieant increase the risk of'dif'l'cren t vio le nee's including that of' violence 

against \\ome n ( Larsen. 2(04). 

I\ecording to th is research () I % o r the ma lc prisoner' s had planned a goa l and they did 

not achi eve. As a result or thi s . those felt worry (26.8%) . though homicide/physical 

attack or others( 16. 54% ) .thought of'suieide ( 10.28%) .Ieeling or hopelessness 
• 

(I (J.68%) .sense of' in ad eq uacy (22 .8%). ICit noth ing (3 .9%) . I:rom the analys is it can 

be concluded that th e sampled prisoners had deve loped worry. thoug ht of' homi c ide 

.suieide. hopelessness' . ,ll1d se nse o r inadequac y as a result of th e ir inabilit y to achieve 

th e ir pre-planned goal wh ich may led them to comm it viol ence against wo men or a g irl 

ch ild. 

\~ l hLtlC\ C r something interICres \\ilh an indi vi dual' s allcmpt to reach some goal or end. 

he leels l'rustrated and rrustratlon in turn leads to some lorm or aggressio n. Violence is 

seen to be hi ghly related to soc ial st ress such as poveny and jobless. I\s a marriage 

declines in sa lis(~\ction . a growing sense of anger and frustration emerges th at increases 

the potential lell' viol ence ( J(o ml11i .1996. J.lJo ll ard c ited in Ahuja .1987) . 

Ikl()re their ill1prisonment 17.3% ol'the sampl ed perpe trators had th e hi story of'jail and 

12 .09% had experienced mental illness . Th t)se ex perienced mental illness responded that 

55% had olkred cu ltu ra l medications (like tsebcl ) ,7 .4% hospitali/.ed and the rest 37. 1% 

had o fkred no medication. The findin g shows that some perpet rators had the history of 

jail (we re impri soned before) and some other had experienced me ntal illness before their 

imprisonment. The findin g al so shows that rather than going to the hospital. the majorit y 

01' the res pondents "ho had c.spe ri e nced me ntal illness went to dilkrent cultural 

medica tions. Ila ving the histo ry or jail. mental illness and an inappropriate medication 

se rvice has a di rect relation with viol e nce against women or a g ir l ch ild. Supporting ,thi s 
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linding intcr gcnc rati onal l11cntal illness. hi story of' jail. inaccess ible to resource i.c 

eeo nol11i e . socia l se rves. hea lth education and psychological arc SOl11e identified 

prcdisposing I' letors lelr eOl11l11itti ng violence aga inst WOl11cn (LJNICI·:I:.2004). 

The resea rch linding sho\\'s that 5(1. 2'Yo of the sal11pled respondents were irritated or 

angered at things eas il y. J~egarding how the y disarl11 or cool down thcl11 sclves. 17.9'% by 

. hitting sO l11cbod y. 15.4'% throwi ng sO l11cthing, 17.9%, kic king the wall. 19.6% sharing to 

their f·ricnd 24 .8'%. drinking ol·aleohols. and 5.3'X, reading books. I:rolll the findi ng it can 

be generalized that l110st of the sal11p led perpetrators were angered or irritated eas ily felr 

things \\ hleh arc right or \\ ron g. good or bad. To manage their Slate of' anger only few 01' 

thel11 (19.6%) shared their lCeli ngs to the ir I'riends. The rest were uscd to dri nking 01' 

alcohol. hitting the wall or an obj ect. 

Nearly hall' of' the sampled l11en (46.7%) declared that there we re indi vidual s in their 

1~Il11ih \\ho \\ere il11prisoned as a result of' eril11inal behavior before. Tbis shows that 

criminal beha\'ior has a signiliean t socialization e lleet in the I'llllil y. Supporting this 

research Oll tcome Ahuja stated thai human aggression and violence arc learned conduct. 

espec ially through di rect expe riences and by obse rvi ng the behavior or other's (A huj a. 

1987176) . 

~' hcn the \\arning signs or violence were investi ga ted. the sampled pnsollcr s had 

observed ne\\ behavior's prior their act of' violence. According ly. loss oj' tel11per on a 

daily basis (2 1.6%). increased usc 01' alcohol or drug (28.8%). withdrawa l f'rolll 

fri ends (20.6%) and sign ifi cant va ndali sm or property damagc ( 12.5%) . It is on ly 12.5 

percent that thcy were observed no ncw behavio rs. The figurc shows the most warning 

sign observed was the usc oj' alcohol or drug (28.X'Y.,). 

Causati\\: I~lctors that precipitate individuals to com mit violence agai nst women arc 

complex ancJ vari ed .They involves psychological. social and cul tural I·actors. 
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Psychological Factors 

I{cgarding the pSl'chological c.xperiencc ol'the sampled perpetrators belc)]'e their aClion or 

1i1c erillle their cumulati"e report revealed that mother or lilmily member e.xperienee 0 1' 

v iolcnc~ (5('.3%)). tCcl ing oj' worry lanxious (53.)1%) experience 0(' mood swi ngs 

(48.3%,) . feeling 01' rejec tion (47.9'Yt,). withd ra w! iso lalion rrom rri cnds (47 .7%). and 

,., itness !cxpericnee or violence at their chi ld age (45.5%,) we re thc most psychological 

problems that the respondent s had experienced before the ir impri so nm cnt and co mmilled 

the crime as a result respectively. l:o llOlving these we re sus pi cio us or olhers (43. 1%). 

tho ught to eOlllm it suicide ( .. II %) . Sense 01' inaclequac)' (3 9%). lCeling or ho pelessness 

(33.7%). cxposure to /seeing adve nture r and horror lilms (30%). and ICcii ng ol'jealousy 

or ,.vire or gi rl fi'i encl (29.4%). respectively .The (inding shows Ihal subject to I'lmi ly 

violence (56.3':;u) was th e dominant psycholog ical rel ated ('Ictor that led th e perpetrato rs 

to comm itting violencc 

In line with the above analysis 1:lood (2001) ide nlilied precipi ta ting psycholog ical ('Ic tors 

for comm itting violencc against ,,,Iomcn as low self' esteem . poor con trol or clllo lion. 

history or be ing abused. st ress . socia l isolati on .abusing d ru gs o r a lcohol . ex hibits 

sym ptoms 0(' depress io n I..arsen (2004) on the other hand s tated that pa rticular 

pe rsonality characteristics arc predispos ing l3etors in men' s perpetration 0(' partne r 

vio icnce . Spouse abusers tend 10 have more psychological problems than non vio lent 

me n. including border line. mood disorders. and depression. lie further added thai chil d 

hood ex posurc 10 intimalc pa rt ncr violence co ntributes to thc transmission oj' vio lcncc 

across generations. Children. and specia lly boys. who eithe r wi tn ess vio lcnee or arc 

subjeeled 10 vio lence the mse lves a rc morc li ke ly as adu lt to have vio lence-supporti ve 

alliludcs and 10 perpetrate violcnee. In addi ti on I'ease and Flood (2006) cxp la in that 

disadvantage Illay lIlcrcase the risk of' abuse because of' I ~tc tors such as crowd ing. 

hopeless ness. eon ll ic\. Siress . or senses 01 ' inadequacy in some men. Soc ial isolalion. lack 

01' invo lvemenl in sc hoo ls or absence or positive parenting and supervis ion or ehilclreh in 

1~1I11ilie s incr~ases the risk of'v iolcnce in additioll lO violence aga inst women. 
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Social Factors 

I'eoplcs arc psychosocial beings and have to live togeth er no malleI' whether there are 

contradictions in e ithe r Illutual or soc ial benefits, T hese co ntradicti ons may be th e result 

or social relat ionships among indi vi dual s or other thin gs, 

/\s 10 Ihe social relaled cause Ihal led the sampl ed prisoner's to eomllli l vio lence. th e 

cUlllulative response showed thal peer pressu re to sllloke . chell' and drink with rriend s 

(72,2'%) a nd ex perience or rrequen t eonfl ic ls wilh other ind ividuals (54%) constitu te the 

most while having friends cOlllm itting violcnce against their \.vives or gi rl fi-ienci s (20%) 

was placed al the las t 

I':videnees shows that lack or appropriate inlc)I'Imlt ion as indi viduals arc respons ible for 

the ir action. press ure li'olll I'riends to sllloKe , chew. drink and cOlllmit violence. lack of' 

social participation a nd social s upport .ex pe rien ce or f'requent confli c ts ",ith individuals 

_gambling _disagreemcnts \·\lith wiie and having friends who are conlll1itti ng violence 

again st thei r wives or g irl l'riends has co ntribu tio ns to lead indi viduals to cOllllllit vio lence 

against \\omen or a child girl. 

In line with the above a nal ys is Morfit and Silva ( 1993) explained male's wi th the history 

or aggressive behavior werc more likel y to associate with delinquent pee rs than who' d id 

nO I display aggress ive behavior ,Michael (200 I) also suggested that. m e n likely report 

coerCII't or cnloreed in te r co urse outside the gang context than Illen lack ing sexua lly 

aggressive pee rs, In order 10 helo ng to a particular group. Ill any adolescents feel th e need 

to eO nlC)I'Ill o r prove onesell' wh ich Illay directly result in the pe rpet rations o r acceptance 

01' violen t be havior, 
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Phy sical Factors 

In relatio n to phys ical I·acto rs. the res ul t 01" the li nding shows that ca rryll1g wcapo ns 

(0 1.5'X,) and tol crance 0 1' violence aga inS! women in the ir ne ighbo r (47 .6%) we re the 

dominant liletors respective ly. I:ollowi ng thi s were. seen pi ctures or videos or I'ead 

" rillen materials that undc rmine wome n's hu ma nity (43.2). ex posed to dirrerent 

po rnography (32.7) and wa tehcd TV program s that shows viol ence agai nst wo men ( 19.5) . 

Carrying wea pons constituted thc most li"Cq ucntl y obse rved ac tivit y while watching TV 

programs that sho\·vs vio lence against women 's the least. though in both case the 

response vari es I"rom many times to seldom. 

Supporti ng the abol'e analys is. rcsea rehes sho w those environments that arc phys ically 

viol ent. emotionally unsupporl ive and characterized by competiti on I()l" scarce have been 

associated with vio lence . In add ition studies ha ve al so showed tolerance fo r viol ence. 

e~posure to po rnography or exposurc to television: advertis ing and elec troni c games 

associated with violence my increase the risk oC vio le nce against wo men (I :lood and 

I)easc. ~O(6). In addition C. Odimegwu ( 19<)7 ) stated that exposure to ad ve ntures and 

horro r lilms. police sto ries related to mu rder could have a negat ive dlect on the personal 

deve lopment 01" indi vidual s which In turn has lead them to dev iati ons. I'" urthermore a 

publi cation 01' the Ameri can Psycho logical Associati on (2009) showed that there is a 

rclationshi p bet \-"cen a va i lahi I i 1)' 0 f' \vcapons and violence agai !l Sl women. 

C ult ura l I~ cla tcd Faclors 

As to thc alt itude 01" the samp led perpctrators towards the old customs and trad itional 

prac tices that \-ve re practicing agai nst women in the soc iety. \~lol11 c n 's being subordinate , 
is a malter o rdcstin y or ra te (GX.7 %). women' s should be rul ed by their husbands (6 1%) 

and "hen husband hits hi s I-lile it is not a big dea l (5X%) are statcmen ts that we re mostl y 

ag reed by the sam pled respondents. The respondent s we re less agreed with statemcnt . 

\\ hcnc\'cr men s arc superIOr (JO.J(Xl). hitting \\ i Ie or girl friend is a sign or love 

(29.X%) . other than bcat ing a wilC no op ti ona l choice is req uired (26 .9%). I:rom the 

above anal ys is it can be said that there is still the prevalence o r cultural supporti ve 

att it udes th at encourages violence again st women. 
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I'araliel to the above research finding Austra lian Na ti onal Crilll e I'reven ti on (2001 ) stated 

tkll trad itional gender roie attitudes. whe th er held by wOlllen or Illen , are assoc iat ed with 

grea ter acceptance or violence aga inst \NOmel1. w hi le egalitar ian att itudes arc associated 

wi th less acceptan ce o r violence . Mic hae l 1:lood (2004) on th e othe r hand sugges ted that 

Illen' s ge nder rol c pat ri archal. or sex uall y hos til e altitudes is an illlpo rtant predictor o r 

the ir usc or vio lence agains t wOlllen . LJ le u : (2004) f"urth e r s tated th a t wO lll en 's fi'olll 

socialh' lkprived and di sloca ted bac kground. patriarchal socie ty tha t accept s Illaseul ine 

gender roles arc , -ictirns oj' violence. T he rates or violence agains t women arc higher in 

cu ltu res in whic h Illanhood is defi ned inte rn s o r dOlll inanee. tou ghness, en tili e illen t to 

power or Illal e ho nor. there arc ri g id gender roles. and violence is co ndon ed as a Illeans to 

se tli e inter pe rsona l disputes (1:lood and Peas 2006: I le isc 199X). 

Effects nf Vinl ence nn Perpetratnrs 

With regard to the reelings or the res pond ents because of th e c rilll e they had eom milled, 

guilty I'eel ing (37 .5%) and shame (29.3'%) consti tuted the lirs t and second pos ition and 

f()llowed by ho pelessncss (15.4%) and isola tion or withdrawal ( 11.1 %) rcs pecti ve ly. In 
• 

linc II ith this fi nding Oyc kanilli ( 1997) stated that man who beats hi s w ire surfe rs a 

se nse o f' hope lessness . humiliati on and loneli ness. Ilc sufre rs phys ica l injury and may be 

dis turbed. co nl·uscd. rrustrated. ashailled to d iscuss ", ith rri cnds or extend ed f~l mil y and 

Slays out longer sometimes Ic)!' their action 

As to the phys ica l dreet thcy had expe ri enced th ro ugh counte r res po nse Crom th e victim 

d urin g the ac t o f' the cri llle. Illo re than ha lf of'thc parti c ipants (SO.97'X,) repli cd th ey have 

ex peri enced no ph ysical effec t. Ilut sOllle or th em had ex peri enced breaking or bone 

( I ()'i ,,) breakin~. 01' teeth ((,.3%) physical injun' (20.2%) and scare o n their body 

In addition their socia l rciationsh ips lIere decreased (46.6%). and th ei r 

propert )' ha s become d iso rgani,.ed than bc1(lrC (58.7%). 
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CHAPTER FIYI,: 

5. Summ,II'y, Conclusions and Recommendation 

5.1. Su mma ry 

The study was carri ed out to invcstigate perceived causes 01' violenec against women: a 

case or prisoner' s in No rth Shoa 7.one. Fitche Prison Center of Orol11ia Re gion. Spccially. 

the research is attel11pted to idcntirv percc ived lill11ilial. psyc hological. socia l. physical 

and cultural causes leH comm itting viol ence again st women . characteristics of the 

perpetra tors and percei ved dlCcts or violence on perpetrators. To ach ieve its purpose. the 

ICJllowing research qucstions were ICJrm ulated. 

I. What arc the perceived hll11ilial, psychological , soc ial. phys ical and cultural Callses 

for c01l1mitt ing vio lence against \NOmen? 

'.\,/ h<11 arc cll{\r,lclcri slics ur lhe perpetrators'! 

.1. What arc the perccived cl'lects or vio lcnce on the perpetrators') 

4 . What mcehanisl11s can be il11plemented to minill1i/.c the perceived cause') 

The result of the study was ex pected to provide a reasonablc picture on perceived causes 

( Iilmilial. psychological. social. physical and cultural) to cOl11l11itting violence against 

\\Olllen, J\s a result the research paper 111<:1y: -

! kIp organi/.at iol1s \.\orking in the area of' vi olence aga inst women or a girl 

ch ild 

Help policy makers to make change in policy and strategies based on ' the 

idcnti lied cOl11l11en ts 

Initiatc othcr resea rches to do more why perpet rators eOl11l11 it violenec against 

women'! 

The rC ViC\N of literature had highli ghted that violencc against 'vvomcn is prevalent in the 

present day and the situation is more observed in ICthiopia and other i\l'rican countries. 

Thc Global and National and I Ju man rights responses towards violence against wOlllen 

and thc thcoretical ex planations on predisposing factors for committing violcnee were 

also indicatcd. In addit ion. the litcra ture had also treatcd the empirical stud ies on 
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precipitating I ~t cto r s ror cOlllmitting violence. its e fkcts on perpet rators and intervention 

mechani sms. 

To gel anSllers le) r Ihe leading ques lions pe rpelrators from I:ie he Pri so n Ce nter. No rth 

S hoa lone 0 1" Orom ia reg ion. we re g ive n questionnai res. 'fhe response from ' the 

discussanls 01' I:ocuscd (iroup t)i sc uss ion and Po li ce OlTicials were also used to 

stren glhe n Ihe s lud y in relali on 10 Ih c respo nses 01" Ih e sa mpl cd perpetralors. 208 (34.6'1.») 

male perpetrators wcre se lec led randomly from ()OO male perpet rators in thc pr iso n 

center. Ques tionnaire. I:Ct) g ui de. a nd semi -slruet ured interviews were e mployed 10 

co llect data. 

The limil a nal ysis 01' lhc research was based on lhe responses 01" 20X mal e perpetra tors. 

Queslionnaires composed 01' bOlh open ended and c lose it ems "CIT prepared in bOlh A 11111 

Oromo and A mhari c depending on the abilily 01' the sampled respondents and were 

admin istered. I:o rward and backward translatio ns (Lng lish . A mharic . Afa n Oromo ,and 

vice ve rsa) were done using prolcss ionals. In add ition questionnaires were aga in 

distribuled 10 :l proi"cssiona ls fo r ils appl ieabililY. In order 10 les l its approprialeness. lhe 

researcher pilol tesled lhe ilems on .10 perpetrators in the selecled prison cen ter. As the 

result the test eocl"l ieient II as I(lLllld to be 0.71. 

To anal Y7.e lhe dala. pe rcentage was used to desc ribe the expe riences or respondenls in 

relation to their famil y . psychological .social. phys ica l, and cultural backgrounds which 

arc expected to have a relation w ith the c rime th ey have eomm illed. 

The o verall lindi ng ol'l he study ca n be prescn ted as lelilows : 

- Based on th e response 01" Ih e responden ts. th e mOSI age group commilling vio lence 

agai nst wo me n is 15-25 yea rs (34.6%). 'fhi s is usuall y the ti me whe n they arc at the ir 

Ill OSI dynamic. Thi s is th e pe r iod where life is relat ive ly unstable and irreg ular. and whi ch 

makes lhem suscep tible 10 cri minal behavi o r. 

- The Illajority or th e sampled prisoner's ha ve only primary school eLi ueation (46.15%) . 

I r it is considered ed ucation below secondary level as in suffi cie nt (85.09%) of the 
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samp led respondents I'a ll in the ca tego ry. 1,011' Icvel 01' ed ucation is an importan t Illc tor in 

whet he r a men develops criminal behavior or nol. beea usc of' low awareness o r criminal 

hehavior, 

\-Vith regard 10 marriage arrangelllent 6G.61yo of' male respondents under study '·verc 

marri ed with the pressure of" 1 ~\ l1l il y. rela tives and oth er indiv iduals. r'ilarriagc arranged 

witho ut the knowledge and interest o r indiv idual s has a signi li ea nt dlCet lor thei r 

criminal behavior. 

I'he 1(>rIllS 01' crimes eommilled hy sa mp!cd perpc1rators agains t womcn we re m urder. 

rape, allempted rape, abduction, phys ical beatings . int im idation and dece it of' children fo r 

dil fe re nt purposes , Rape was the most I'rcque ntl y occ urred (C)I'Il l of' vio lcncc (37'X,) and 

loll()\\cd by abduct ion (15%) and phys ica l beat ings o r injury (15%). 

I he participants had co mmill ed the crime al ho mc. on the sl rccl. at o rii cc, in th c (c)rcsl. 

and at sc hoo\. The c rimes \\cre mostly com mittcd in the Ic)rcsl. This could bc probabil ity 

Ic)rcst was the safest place fc)r pc rpetrato rs to comm it thc violc ncc, 

According to thc vicw or the samp led priso ne r's they had committed the crime due to 

over usc 01' a lcohol or drugs (36,5%) . as a result of' in ter racia l co n flict ( reve nge) 

(11 (Xl) (lnd considering violence against wOll1en as normal (47.2IX,) and viewing 

abd uct ion as o nc ",ay or marr iage arrange ment (14.4%) Thi s shows that the usc of' 

alco hol or d rug, rc vcnge or retalia tion, and ot he r cu ltural prae ti ecs that e neou ragcs 

violence against women may leads indi viduals to cOlllmit violence again st women or a 

gi rl child. Some 2% or the sa m pled res po nden ts a lso re plied that they had committed the 

c rime because th ey kit in "love" with the vict ims. Thi s respon se is morc re lated wit h 

prisoners sentenced \.\ ith rape case. 

When the sampl ed res ponde nts wcre profess ionall y di strib uted , they we re lil rme rs , da il y 

laborers, of'liee wo rke rs. merc ha nts and studc nts . I:a rmc r' s const itute in the first place 

(32,03%), 



i\hll l) urlhe participanls \\cre CHme I"rolll a single ramil y (J3.6<)!%) lind t"rom large f~lmily 

sir.c \\ ith a " "nil y mcmbcr a grcatcr than six (G3.9'%). Singlc parcnt lilmily status, 

separation and divorcc. in adequate or· child supervi sion and heing I"rom large f~lmily size 

havc con tributi on fur thcir vio lent action. 

The avcrage daily incomc o r the samplcd respondents was less than two cIollars (75%). 

\\ hen rat cd as high, middle. and 10\\'. 75.()4'X, were 1,111 in the lolV category. As a rcsult of 

their low incomc they repl ied that they had telt worry, st ress , anger and depress ion whi ch 

ha ve a direct relatio n with violence. 

Thc research linding shows that 58.9% of the respondents werc mi grated fi'om rural 

Kebelc's to urban areas to look I(lr job, I(lr education, to scat with relatives and luI' 

marnagc reason s. i\/Iigralion \0 urhan areas I()l" various reasons has contribution s ('or 

viol ence. 

61 % of sampled male prisoner's we re unable to achi eve their pre-planned objectives. As 

a result they were resulted in worry, thought of' homicide, and thought 01' suicide. 

hopeksstlcss il11d sense or" inadequacy which led them 10 commit violence against womcn 

or a girl ch ild. 

As to the responses of' the participants. 17.3% had the hi story of'ja il or pri son before and 

12.9'% had exper ienced mental illness. The majority o['t hose who had ex perieneedmcntal 

illness did not get appropriate medication service ()2.6%) Ilav ing the hi story of' .iail. 

mental illness. and in appropriate llledieation se rvi ce has a direct relation \\ith viole nce 

against women. 

Thc finding out come re vealecl that 56.2%0 1' the sam plecl perpetrato rs we re irritated or 

ange red at things easily and they cool down themselves either by hitting some body , 

throwing somc things. kicking thc wi:l ll or an oh.ieet. sharing to their f'ri ends. drink ing or 
alcohols and reading oj' books. 
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Ncar l) halrof"thc sampled mcn (46,7%») rcspondcd that therc werc individua ls in their 

I(lm il y who wcrc impri soned as a result or criminal behavior before; showing the 

soeiali/a tion el"li::et ol'e rilllinal behavior, 

Prior 10 their Hct o!" \ 'iolcncc X7.5 cXI or the prisoner"s \,'ere observed nc\·\ behaviors such 

as loss ortelllper on a dai ly basis, USe oraicohol or drugs, withdrawa l li'om li'i e nds and 

significant vanda lism and propert y damage. 

The linding shows that there were psyc ho logical (' le to rs that led th e perpet rato rs to 

cOlllmit \'iol e nce against \\Ol11e n, T hese \\e re subjected to violence, lack of" su perv isio n 

and attention and carly ages. kcling or worry or anxiety. lCeling 01' rejection. experience 

01" Illood s\·\ ings . \\ ithdn:l\\al or isolation from Cricnds _ '" itncssing or ex peri encing 

violence at earl y ages, sense of in adequacy , s usp ic io us of others, thou ght to eO nlmit 

su ic ide, feeling o rj ea lousy of wife o r g irl friend, feeling o f hope lessness and expos ure 

to ad ve nture r and horror lill11S, Mot her o r ('lmily member ex peri e nce of violence 

constit ut ed the lirst place (56 ,3'%), There I()!' sueh psychological condit ions has a 

signilicant el'll:ct to lead the individual s to co 111 111 it vioicnce, 

As to the soc ia l I(le to rs thaL led the pe rpctrators to cOl11mit violence against women the 

linding rcvealed that they used to s l11 oke, c hew a nd d runk with the ir fri e nds, ex peri enced 

I'req uent eon llicLs with others , comm illed viole nce against women w ith press ure of 

I'riends, did not get any inl()!,l11ation as individuals arc responsiblc (c)!' their action, lacks 

social support and did not participate on social iss ues, This linding shows the associa.tion 

0(' pee r pressurc and unheal thy relationshi p 0 1' individua ls with others to vio lence, 

The finding also shows as violence Clgai nSl wOlllen has assoc iated with ph ys ica l or 

matc rial condi ti ons, The responsc of the sa mpl cd prisoner's sho wed thaI. thcy werc 

CaIT) lng \\capons , ha\'C heard sayi ngs or 1()lklorc s that sho\\ thc su bordination 0(' 

\\omen's I"rom rami ]),. society or organ i/.al ions . violence agai nst women or a girl child 

was tolcl'atccl in their lillllily or newborn, th ey havc seen videos or read wr itle n lllatcrials 
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thal unclermines women's humanity ,ex posed to d il 'JCrent pornograph y and watched TV 

programs that shows violence against women. Carry ing weapons (6J .5'%) constituted 

the most fr eq uen tl y expericnced phys ical lile to rs while watebed TV programs th at show 

"i,,!cncc against women (I (J.5'X,) cons titut cd thc Icast. Such physical conditions or filctors 

had contribution Icll' the violence actio n or the perpetrators. 

I\eeo rd in g to the resea rch linding the re is sti ll the prevalcnee of' culturally practiced 

supporti ve altitudes that encourages violence agai nst \"'omen. Women's being 

subo rdinate is a matte r or dcst iny or fate (6X.7'X,) and women's sho uld be ruled by their 

husband (() I) \\elT the most agreed statements respec ti ve ly . Other than beating a wife or 

a girl rriend no optional choice is requ ired (26,9'X,) was placed at the last. Traditi onal 

gcndcr rule attitudcs and bcliefs or patriarchal altitudcs arc assoc iat ed wi th the acceptance 

or vio lence aga inst wo men . The acceptance of male domination. the belief in gender 

inequality, and the prevalence of' harmful traditi onal practices in the society had an 

association for male sampled pri soner' s 10 cOlllmit violence against 'Nomen or a girl 

child, 

The research outcome shows that violence anecls not only the victims but al so the perpetrators. 

As a result oj' the crime they had COlll lllittccL the participants developed guilty feeling. shame. 

hopelessness. <-Ind iso late or withdraw them sel ves (1'0111 their friends, Guilty fee ling constitu ted the 

first place (37 .5(%) . ['hey had also expcr ienced phys ical elTecls sllch as breaking of bone or 

I('elk phys ical injury (llld dirrcrcnl scares Oil their body. I~tlt the maj ority (50.970/0) did not 

expcrience an y physical enect through counler res pon se frolll the vict ims. T he finding al so shows 

that COllllllitling violenc(' has a significant errect 011 the soc ial relati onship of" offender's with 

other individual s, their f~1111ily and their wea lth or properly. 

5.2 Conclusions 

On the basis ol'the linding ol'the st ud y . the 1()llowing conclusions arc macle: 

Mcn ' s ,,,ith 10\1' Ic vel oreducationtend to more to criminal be havior. 

The majority ol'the respondents we re married without thei r knowledge and interes t. 

The commonest form s 0 1' violence committed were rape . abduction and ph ys ical beating 

or Injury. 
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I\lla le perpetrato rs had committed vio le nec in the lorest. on the street, and schoo l. 

The perpetrators ol'the violence were I>lrmcrs, dai ly labore rs, oi'liee wo rk e rs, merchants 

a nd stude nt s, 

The usc 01' alcohol or drug, revenge lor inter rac ial eonllie!. taking abduction as one 

way or marr iage arrangement and viewi ng some traditional practices against women as 

normal we re the causes of' violence , 

Many ol'the perpetrato rs were come Cram a single !;Imil y , 

The average dail) incomes oj" perpetrators were ]()\O\. 

Prisoners wcn; usuall y from urban areas. 

Some ol't he respondents had the hi story of jail before and had experienced mental illness, 
, . 

The I~lm il i es 01' sampled perpe tra tors tend to ha ve so me people who have co m m itted 

crime or have been to prison. 

Violence against women or a gi rl has psychological. soc ial. I~lInili al. phys ical Imater ial 

and cultural bases. 

I'athologieal be haviors, peer pressure, un - health y re lationship wit h other indi vidua ls, the 

acceptance of ge nder rol e attit ud es were causes that led the pe rpetrators to commit 

violence agai nst women and or 1:1 girl child. 

Violence has a sign ili eant psycholog ica l. physical. social. and eco nom ical ciIeet on the 

perpetrators, 

5.3. Rccommcndations 

In light or major findin gs or the stud y and conclus ions made, it seems appropriate to 

suggest the ()Ilo'vving recolllmendations in order to reduce violence against WOJl1cn:-

I , Il atter und e rstanding of the causes of vio lence aga inst women is usc Cull in 

designing both prevention programs and inter vent iun w ith offenders. Therefo re 

identilying pred ispos ing 1~lctors that leads the incli vicluals to commit vio lence agai nst 

women is impo rtant f(lr early intervention and prevention enorts, li enee resea rches 

should bc undcr taken in thc area, 

7 I':i'lorts to end violcnee against wo mc n mus t address mcn, Thi s is because largel y it is 

mcn "ho perpetrate thc vio lcnec and they ha ve a positive role to p lay in hclpi ng to 

stop I'iolcnce against mcn, Therclore the perception that issues of' wo men eone~rns 
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\\Olllen S on l) should be a\ 'oi cl ed a nd bo th me n and wo me n should s tru ggle In 

cooperati on to el im inate any violence again st wo men. 

3. Gi ving e mphas is to puni shm e nt aitcr th e pe rpe trat ors ha vc eommi lied violence may 

not be th e onl y solution to minimi ze the problcm . Idcl1lili eation o ['thc leading so u:-ces 

and dryi ng ['ro lll their roo t. awa reness creation ac ti viti es 0 11 the cl TcC lS o f' violence on 

ho th th e \'ict irn s and perpet rators arc import.ant. Thcrc f(HC governm ental and nOll ­

governmental organ izat iolls who arc responsible in the area sh ould give attention for 

such acti vities. 

4. C hangin g th e trad iti onal gender rol e alii tudes w hi ch encourages viole nce against 

wO lll cn IS important. Thi s cou ld be done through public di sc ussions. arra nging 

ed ucation programs. usi ng different mass - Illedias and mobili z ing wOlllen· s. 

l'hcrc!IJrc increas ing th e awarene ss and knowledge of' indi vidual s and changing the 

attitudes and belielS 01' thc m towards gende r rol e is ex pected li'om the rcspons ibl e 

bodi es . 

5 . I':clueating wo men's on the ir right . ob li gation and how they can protcct thc mselves 

frolll all k inds 01' vio lence is a lso purposcli.iI. 

6. G uidance an d cou nse ling se rves is required leJr perpc trato rs in th e prison ce nte r 

heca use prisoners Ceel gui lL shame. iso lation and withdrawa l as a result or their 

act io n. /\Ik r release i'rom pri so n. they can contri bute to the economy of' no t onl y as 

co nsume rs but al so as produce rs. Therefore pro Ccssio nal counselo rs sho uld be 

ass igned in pri son ce nte rs . A nd 

7. I.' inally . the researche r recomme nd . to all co nce rned bodi es to conduc t ['u rthe r 

invest iga ti on on the prob lc m and method s of reduc ing those ['ac tors that leads 

ind i\'ili ua ls to co mmit violcncc against women 
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Addis Ababa University 
School of Graduate Studies 
Department of Psychology 

Rcscarch Qucstionnairc 
To be/iI/cd by jJrisoner.\· 

Tha n k yo u fo,' your cooperation in filling this qucstionnairc, 
Objcctivc of thc qucstionnairc: - The o bjcc ti ve of thi s qucstionnairc 
pe rceived causes of' violence aga inst women. 

, 
is to iden ti Iy 

l)ilTercnt rescareh sho ws womc n in ll1an y part s of the world ha ve bec n exposcd to 
different liJrl', S 01· viol cncc . Thc re arc also difrcre nt causative li,eto rs that Icad 
pc rpetrators to commit viol e ncc against th cm. llencc. this s tudy is a il11 cd to idcntil)' 
ca uscs of viole nce aga ins t \lomcn. It is also hclp full to identily issucs that requlrc 
attc ntion to imply Il1casurcs taken w ith concern ed bodi es to keep wome n· s sarc. 

T o kn ow th c cxpcr ie nc e that you had before cOll1l11itting th e vio lc ncc thc followin g 
qucstions wc re pre pared. The response that you give to th e questi o ns wo uld be helpful. 
The qu es tionn a ire is pri va te and th c answers to thc qucstions wi ll bc kcpt sccrct 
conlidcntial. Thc rc lin it would bc good iI· you rcs po nd or Jill the questions c lcarl y. 

So/ice : - No need or \\ riling your name. 
The qucstionnaire has th ree parts rcspond accordi ng to th c instructions. 

Part I. 
Instruction Put " Y" mark, write sh ort answcr or selcct thc Icttcr of choice that bcst 
describes you for the following qucstions. You can c hoicc more than one lettcr if the 
altel'native choice shows y ou. 

I. Age 
') Sex Ma le l:c ll1 a le 

J. Reli gion 
4. I.evcl o lTduea tion 

!\. Knows to rcad and w rite 13. [)oesn·t know to read and writc 
C. I'ril11ary ed ucation I). Sceonda ry cducation 
I:. Col lcge and abovc 

5. Marital stat us 
A. Ma rri ed Il. S ing le C. Di vorced I). Widowcd 

G. lr yo Li were married vvhat kind marr iage YOLl had been in? 

/\. l! nder 1"l11il) press ure 
Il . You a nd )ou r 1"l11i l) app ro,·al 
C. Wit h fr iend or othe r indi vid ual press ure 
l) . You and your wi lC agreement 
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1·:. l fothe r 
7. Numbcr o l'ch ildren') (In case) 

.g, What was th e reason for your impri solllllent'! 
1\. COlTlmit tin g violence aga inst women 

n. COllllllitling \'iolcllcc aga inst children 
'l. If )our ans\\cr I() r question No g is "f\"' ,.,hat lVas the 1()I"Ill o f vio le nee') 

A . M urder Il. Rape C. Abduction I). I'hys ica l beating 
E. Il umiliat ion I: i f" othcrs 

10. If your answer f(lr ques ti on No R is "J3'" what was the (o rl11 of violencc? 
A . M urdcr 13. Rape C. Abduc tion D. Phys ica l bea ting 
I·:. Labor ex pl oitati on I: Ch ildtral"liek ing G. if others 

I I. Where did you eOl11mi t the vio lenec') 
A . Ilol11e Il. on the street C. Offi ce I). In the [(Jrest 
I ·: . School I:. I I" othcrs 

11. What do you think the causc was') 
I. l he usc o[' aleohol and Drugs 

A. Ycs Il . No C. I don't know 
II. Revenge I Reta l iation [or inter racial conflic t 

A. Yes Il. No C. I don ' t know 
Ill. I'un ishing wii"c l ehil d was a cultural practice and considered 

as ' Norl11al ' . 
A . Yes Il . No C. I don' t know 

I V. A bduction was one v\ ay 0 1' marriage arrangement 

A. Yes Il. No C. I don't know 
13. What was you r job bel(lre you join th is organization (pri son Center'') 

/\. l:arl11er Il. Dai ly Laborer 13. O rli ce wo rker 
I) M erchant. I·:. I)oing Nothing F.lfOther 

I~. Was you r [' It her alive" 
A . Yes Il. No C. I clon't know 

15. Was you r l110ther ali ve'! 
A. Yes Il . No C. I don't know 

16. Il"both \\CIT a li,'e. \\ere they li ving together' ) 
/\. Ycs Il. 0 C. I don' t know 

17. II' your answcr I() r ques ti ons No .16 is "" No"" with whol11 you lVere 
grovvl1 up'? 
A . I:a ther fl. Mother C. Other relat i ves I). I r other 

IX. NUl11ber 01" 1' ll11il y si/ e 
19. WhatlVas your average da ily inco l11e in I':t. Il ilT be lore your 

i mpri son menl? 
/\. I.ess than 5 birr. Il. 5- 10 birr. C. I 1-20 birr. 
1). 2 1-50 birr I,:. Creatcr than 50 birr 

20. In rel ati on to yo ur surroundi ng! environmen t your average dail y income 
was ra Lcd as ? 

/\. Very low J3 . low C. M iddle I) . I l igh 

1 1. If your anSlVcr lor question No. 20 is ""A"" or 13"" what was your i"ccii ng 



as resul t? 

A. St ress / Worry Il . Ange r C. De press ion /Di scOllllort 
D. You Icc I Nothi ng 1·: .II·Other 

11. Did you have hOlll e" 
i\. Yes Il. No 

23. I low was the conditi on of the home you were li ving in with other 
neighbors home? 
A. very ove rcro wding Il . hlr I'rom each other 
C. ve ry 1>11' I'rom each other 

24. Where bave you born and grown up" 
25 . Is tbat place urban or rural? 
16. I I' you have born and groll'll up at ru ral areas ( Kebeles ) have you 

mi grated 10 urban'? 
/\. Yes 8. No 

27 . For questio ns No.26 il' yo ur answer is " A" what was the reason Cor 
your migration" 

A. I.ooking I(Jr job ll . For education C. To scat with your relati ves 
D. Marriage 1-:. If other 

2X. What did you wanted to be" 
2'!. I)id you have a goal that you planned and not achieved? 

/\ . Yes Il. No C. I don 't know 
30 . II ' you r m' swer I()r question No.2 '! is "yes" what was you r Il:e ling 

as a result? 
/\. Wo rry / l'hys iea l attack oC others Il. Suicide 
C. Ilopelessness D. Sense of inadequacy I·:. If other 

3 1. Di d you ha ve a hi story oejail befo re'l 
A. Yes B. No c:. I don't kno w 

32 . Did you ha ve the history of' I lospital as a result of'mental illness? 
/\ . Yes II. No C. I don't know 

33 . I r your ans\,vc r Ie) ]" quest ion 

yo u have o lfered " 
A Il ospita l 
C. Olfe red no Medication 

No .32 is "Yes" vvhat med ication servi ce 

Il. Cultural Medi ca ti on 
D If other 

34. Did you irritated/an ge red easily" 
A. Yes II. No C. I don't know 

35. When irritated do you cool down your self easily? 
A.Yes B. No C. ldon·tknow 

.,(1. 1 I' your answer I()!' ques ti on NO .. ,4 is .. /\ .. how wo uld yo u resol ve/eli saI'm 
the problem" 
A. I littin g SO l11 e bod y Il. Throwin g Something 
c:. Ki cking the wall D. Sharing to you r fri encl 
L. Drinking or al cohol s . I f' others 

37 . Did you ha ve parents or s iblings invol ved in criminal behavior? 
A. Yes 13. No C. I don't kno w 



]X. I'ri m you r aCI or "io lcnec \\ hie h beha viors \\crc obscn 'cd on you" 
1\ . I ,oss o l' lemper on Ihe dail y basis Il . Incrcase usc "I' alcohol or dr ug 
C. Wilhdrawal ('rom I'ri ends I) . Carrying a \\ eapon 
I·:. Si gnilieanl vandali sm or properly clamage 
I:. I (' others 

] <J. Whal was your lCe ling a rie l' your act or vio lence') 
1\ . Guilty Il . Shame C. Iso lalion /withdrawal D. fl ope lessness 
I·:. No nc\\ lCe ling 1:. II ·olhe rs 

,10. Whal \\ as the phys ica l CfiCCl you have ex perienced Ihrough 
co unler respo nse rro m Ihe viCli m') 
1\ . Ilreaking o(,bone Il. Ilreaki ng o i'leelh 
C. I'hysieal injury/bl eed ing I), Scare on your body 
L. You cx peri eneed no e lreC I I:. I (' others 

-II. I\ lk r you ha ve commilled Ihe violence: -
I. The social relati onship you hacl before was decreased 

1\ . Yes Il. No C. I don ' t know 
II. Yourl~llll i l y \\ as becollle disbanded /di spersed 

1\. Yes Il . No C. I do n't kno\\ 
III. Your wealth and propert y has beeolll e di sorgani 7.ed / decreased 

1\ . Yes Il. No C. I don ' t kno w 
I V. II ' 01 hers 
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Part .2 

Choose the best experience that desuibes you before committing the violence and 

" marl, in the tahle parallel to questions. 

No Questions 

,., E 
'" '" '" 0 c '" ~ '" '0 

'" E c E ;;;:: 0 " ~ if) .;:: 
'" 

Psychological I':x pcricnccs 

47 Witnessed /experi cnced viol ence at child 

-1J Lxposed to/seen adventure and horror lilill s 

44 Your I;llllil y super vised and gave attention [or you at 

ca rl yages 

45 Your Illother or [ilmily meillbe r had expe ri enced vio lence. 

46 You had a ['ecli ng oCjealousy oj' your wiCe/girl ['riend 

47 You had kcl i ng 0 [' hope lessness 

4X Y Oll fe lt an .x iOlls / \\ orry 

49 Withdrawal / Iso lated your sel l'l'rolll ['riends 

50 You had a sense 0 r i nadeq uae y 

5 1 There was a time that yo u thought to cOllllllit suicide 

52 You ex perienced mood swings 

5~ You \\ ere sus picious of others 

5-1 You reel rejected 

Social Issue 

55 You used to silloke ,c hew and drink with yo ur ['r iends 

56 I)id yo u oi'lcred social support ') 

57 It was told you as individuals arc responsible Ic)r their 

actIon 

5X You r friend s were cOlllmitted v iolence against their \VIves 

/ girl Cri ends 
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5<) You used to play galllo ling 

()O Your \.\ i lC gave complain s to givc her money 

(,I You had committed \'iolc ncc agai nsl \\omcn /chil drcn 

\\ ilh Ihe press ure o r ),o ur J'r iends , 

62 Yo u ex perienced J'rcq uenl confliCi with ot hers, 

Ph ysical /M atcrial C ondi tion 

63 hposcd to d ilfe rc nt pornograph y 

64 Yo u have seen pic tures or videos or read writt en materi a ls 

lhat undermi ne \\omen-s humanit). 

65 You havc heard sa yings / I(l lkl ores that show tbe 

subo rd ina ti on o C wome n s from film ily. soc iety or 

organi zati ons. 

G(, Vio le nce aga ins t wome n/childre n was lo le rated in your 

Jilmil ), /ne ighbor. 

() 7 You were carryin g a wcapoll. 

()X V\latchcd T V program s that sho\\ violence aga inst womell 

/e hi Idren. 
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I'a rl ~ 

The following stalemenls represenl opinions, C hoose Ihe hesl Ihat you come 10 agree 

w ith and put H \ f H mark on the space provided. 

Questions 

(,<) Whenever men s arc superior 

70 I lusban d shou ld beat hi s w il e and chil d s ince il is a cullu ral 

prac li ce. 

71 Wh e n husband hits his w il e and child il is nOl reall y a b ig 

deal. 

72 Ililling 1\ il C/gi rl l'r icnd is assign o f love, 

73 If wo mcn' s arc di sobey ing, il is no rmal 10 bcal he r, 

74 Since women's arc subordinate Ihey sho uld be ruled by 

Iheir husbands. 

75 Olher than bealin gs w ifc/child, no optional choice is 

required. 

7() Womcn's I (jirl shou ld bc circumscr ibcd 

77 Women' s being subordi nale is mailer of destin y I I'a le , 

78. Is Ihere an yth ing e lse yo u wou ld like to add a bout predis pos ing faclors for 

cOlTlm itting vio lence agai nst women? 

Th ank you aga in for your cooperation! 
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Appendix- B 

nv"] ;).t-"'I,?,:r- 1''''I.'fOfl 

rln-'tl'l nWI ~ 'diCM: 
"~Ul. 'r 1.:J' "'iC:"J/r'r 

"I'\.e/'J/\<>:{ ')''rUC:'' nlJ:A 

J', V'} a"mJ',:" n a"an 'II 'i ' fl 1'\ ·/"II(]~·'~ (]:" ,{!:"'U' I,an fl"'C;' I'\m· .. 
I'uom,(','/! '}II"'I :- ,ev ("'III ,e:,' nfl,·r:'" lI,e 'l'.~"i· (,VU.Oan. I""I . .I'.~. C'/· 
IdLe a"·j'/," .. .,. / :",{!:a" 0·',,;)'9':)" / 9"'} i,"if-U",· M'A· 1'\'''1(1):'' 'J{D' :: 

nqll"'rr-'} tL'I'-T I'\'I'M'\~ '!':!'·r:'" \'·I·,:.II'\m- a"IPC,'I'(/)· ·} nC'l;)' "'lflO:9'T 
,<'1'\.('1'\' :: '!','l"I:'} i,V~./..t)(/,,· \'"'I.S'Y.C''' :"J':"n (}·',,;)·9'··j'·9" i,'i.~.11.()· :: nll.v, 
'!";· j-9" (lW '!' .~'·I: \""I.mfl)',. a"·}7t.''''·} I'\,!'.'I'- 1'\ '''I (lH' (,C;' :'·h·L·j- \""I.i'i· 
·/·Jw:-r··} (]m"nIHI (",(,>j- 'I. 1II'\(i'·j'-·} fl(/"IIH I9" 'J{J). :: 

(](/UU"/'9" 'l'.1'·1:'} h"'I,{!:Lflv (]/.,.j- .!'·}(Il(/"u·} A9"Y: 1'\"'1(1):" 1""I.h·I·I'\ .. j-
'I' J' ,1: 9'T 'I'CII 'I' A :: T ,("1: 9"( I, 'i-/"} ·n;!' 1"''1, alll'\h '1: nm'lr<;' '/:(1). 1'\'1'.1' ,1: 9"': 
I'flmh(I). (/uAfl "'1. fl T t-'/? '1'1: {"I' (IlIH' 'WI' :: 

fll'\II.U a"ml"I"} "'At) nil", i,'; 1'\,',11-11 ll'''I.:r·A (/"AIl· (].'/"II (/DAI,9" 
'((lJo .. 

"'Il'\flllJ' : - nm'Afl a"fl""I, (IlL·H· II,P, fl9" {,J'.'I'I:9" 
(/"ml"I' (lfl·i· t/(I:I'\" ·'" IlI'l .. i · (](m"'ltJ'(I)' (/IIU/t.:/· 

' /"IIl.(IJ-'} (/nAfl fl'!' 

, 
uountJ' :- i,'i.~.'!'J'·1:9"/: Id't·L,n 1It/(i>i· (I;)'(/)' lI,e "./" 9"At/,'!- 7 'I ·/..II'/.(I).'} 
ilL'" lla"'I',: (I),P,9" {,IMIII \"''l,'/At)tJ'i /.,g.A llan9"L'!' (/nAfl fl'l' :: 1l9"C6'~,9J+ 

(I)·fl'I' {,'}F} I"''l,·/A(j· IlI,"iY: 11 II J', {,"'It·r,"':.,. ',fl· hId.\',' (/nAfl Illl,e £/I19"t,'!' 
,l',;J' II A :: 

1 . 
2. 
3. 
4. 

il.~·olJ, 

!' ;). (In.\',' 

;)'p.r-'?(;'·i· 

\' ·:/·9"vc-i· (}.",;). 

0 . "'/'ill·n (1'; (/11'1<;: I''''rr-A 
1'1. "'/'ill-Il (,'; (m'I(,: 1""IJ!,TA 
/t.. 1'1~: .~.u: ·i·9"UC-j-
an {,2~: .~Lr: ·i·9"Ur:-i· 
U'. bll..i':· I.e; h'l.(' nll,e, 
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5. I':/·.(\C 11-'1. ;) ' 

U. ,f,·/ft II. J''''/fl ,/1. l't.;:I· 
an. "'UN' I',{u",n:" IP. II." ']11 

6. I,"I·IH·U "·lflt'. 1',")·n;J'u IFI.;)· I,'i.e","!, 'Inc " 
Ii. nn.'I·u'·n 'h,)'; ' m.\'>?" "I;'.} 
II. nt·l'lu I,'i nn.·1·/p·n {J?"?'''ri· 

,h. fl'!.\'.~:tJ (l)g,?" nil." (\01 ' 'h'J' ;' 
an nt·l'lu 1,<" n·i·,v,c (,;JCU (1)·<,\ '1. 
1)1. II." ', II 

7. 1'(,\P:·-r-U 'fni' 
S. oH'.lI.U 'hl:?" I, ·/ftunl ?,'h'i,el ?" 'i 'lflC " 

U. n(\,:,' "J', 'I':!''''' W"J.I':LI'l 
II. n;h'f"j ".P, '1'.1':/' llo7.\':t'.1'l 

9. IIS~:(Il· 'I'J"I: rm(,\l'lu 
u. "I.e: J' 
,h. milt. 
1Jr. 1I71'lt. t · I,.} 

10. IIS<;'m· 'I'J"I: an(,\l'lu 

U. "1.\':.1' 
rh. milt. 
II' . I'·/·(,\n) '11"1111'1 

Ii. II." ',II 

"u" IlIf't '1' :!"I: ?"'i (,.p,'r"!. 'Inc 7 
II . fdrJ.l': f'.. ai' Y: t . e 
an. 1'~l1:\ "']0/,(\(,\ /ao'/.P,·"t-/ 

t'. . II." (,'] (,\ 
"II" ~ilJ"J '1' .1" I, ?'" i (,f!,'r"! . 'I n C ? 

II. (,I'l?.I':,v. aoy:t.e 
an. (,']('\ ''']<1,(\(,\ /an?;:.'1-/ 
L. n;h'f"j rIn.V.II('\ 

II. '1':H:"i .('.~.Ll'lhn :,· fl)' I'} 'Inc " 

u. n.·"!-
rh. nl'l/,. (1;:1' 

1)1. }In. :/. 

II. (II)T/.\': ",c, 
an 6"1.1] m· I'l '1' 

L. II." ']11 
12. I"I':!"I, £I0 ·il'lf,. ?"'i '1IlC ·nllu ;:I ' l'lflIlU') 

.1'·/·II,ey- \'(,(,\/1(,\ aUIll(nT'i i,C; MJY'+ :/'rn'I'?" 'lflC 
II. (,9' II. M!J .~.II9" rh. (,"I'l)'m'{J?" 

II. n;,.·i· 1"1"<'\ "1r.J~ ""!- M'lne M··i (,\:/'11'1'(,\ 

II. 1,9' II. (,,l'S.II9" rh. (,"I'l;)·m·{J?" 
III. nflu,,·-r-u· £IolPLl ('\ii: m,c,?" °7.1'l."f- £Iu :/.an· l"I·lIao.\'. 

'/' ''/ fi C M'/ne? 

IV. mil..,· (d,V, . I':/·,v,e ananl'lLf an·i?\',· 1'lll'/nC " 
II. M/ II. (,'pS.II9" ,h. (,"I'l;:l ' (I}.{J?" 

V (\.·l'.'·j'-·i '"JI'l'IL''' I'·I·II{II'.~. '1' ''/fle 1'lll'/IlC " 

II. (,9' II. M!S.II9" ,11. 1,"I'l;:l·(/J·{J?" 

V I . II," 'III 
13. m.v.lI.u 'hl:?" "£IIJ"/fI ·'t-tJ Il;',."f- I' p,t·tJ ("e'/) ?"'i 'I IIC 

u. (,C(l (,5'.C II. I',/,,} IPt··g: 

rh. l'an'i'71'l"/' lJlt"I'~: 

IJ'. 1'11.:/' 1,£Inll.:/ · 
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L. ?"'} P'(.· \,/l.tlm, / p'(., }"I'/ 0. 1\.1\ l,tI 
14 . (,f/'h) (ltJJ'.m:'· l,tI ? 

/J.f,9' I\. (,'p.,v.tI?" ,h. (,tim,:"?" 
1S. (,'i-'l-u (I\) .<'A/J'( {,tI ··" ? 

,)),9' tI. {,,('.,P,I\?" ,h . {,tim':"?" 
16. /J .I\,,:?" flu.em'{ h'ffl';· {, 'H'; I\.e ,('S<;· ',flC? 

/J. {,9' tI. (,,('S.M" ,It. {,I\m·:"?" 
17. tl16"" " n/.\flu ""1\" Ill}", {,'H' J'J'.hm· hml'} ;JC ',flC 'J 

/J. h{,f/,i·u 1\. h(,<;"h} ,It. htl,tI,, '-r- lIan f'.Tu 
"n 1\,1\ ',1\ 

I g I'fl.,,·t'l'n ·(l'/-i· 
19. m.P. 'H:"n. h,I/I",f/'(1! Wi»' I.'''/II,Ii', \",, '} 'm,l! /l",?" ,i · ?"'} J'u/.\ 

',flC ., 

u. hS ,flC fI ;J,'-r- 1\. hS- lO ,nc 
,h . 1'111 -20 ,fie (/n. 11 21-S0 ,flC 
IP. hSO ,flC fll\,(', 

20. h{lhQfl,U {d'IC t'l,;J ' ,e ,('.U {,"'/I,,('. ("I"} 'm,u lIn'} 

J'J "n fl 1\ /.\ " 
IJ . flnw' '1/:""'",' 
,It. "" 11111\",' an. h'i>" r,' 

21. tl20r,' ' I'J"': an/'\flu "II " Ill!", flIl.u \'-1-',<\ 
II. \,'flfl"l~'-'I- m.e?" \",·c,·,v,:e:,',l flo'z.l ,et'l°'/u ~flC 

tI. hfl.,,·u',fI ;JC ,i·el;1, :!'el ,1. :" (Il,PJ?" M09''',.)' \'1\·,)'·tJ·?" ',flC 
,It. 1",·tlJ'I~ ",'(1l(II'.)"}'i (l()9'T'} 'i'(l1'/'9" ',flC 
"n. \,.P.flF~',.)· fl ln/,;, ' {"et'l"'/U?" Ol,e?" ;"h-]. ',flC 
II'. 1\,1\ '1/'\ 

22 . fl-'i-';'t'./l:'· 1",flLm· fI ,·i· M .tI,,·.,. 1't'l6.C t'l9"", fI,·i· ,'1(: 

U. 1'"·wS'",, m.e?" \",'{fJrnfl ',m' tI. \",.(..(.." , ',CD' 
,h. /l nw' \", .(..(..", ',m· 

23. '/'(IJI\,I'.U \'{I.nlfll I' :"~ ',(Il' ? 
24. ,eu (I;J- 1'1 "''''/ ',(11' (I1,efl ("'mC "'/ltl. ',(Il' " 
25 . "·m/.\,V.u J'n,fH ' \'7£11C ",ntl, m·fl'l' h',flL: oW 

11'1. 0
'/ '/-fl"'U ',/lC' 

/J . {,9' 
26. tI 2S",'m· 'I',!"': " n/.\flu "nfU" Iilf"t m.P. 1'1".,,,/ f,/f/UfI,i · 

9")'J'}J'-'i- 9"'} ',flC' 
U. fl(.· r,:tI,'J tI . M ·9"uc ,i· 

,h 11(/11,1'.' ;JC tlan ','an'I' an. n,i ·,v,c ?'''rr'>J';' ' 
II'. 1'1,1\ 1'11'1 

27 . Id'" an lf"} \,9",i·6./'\7(11. ( \,9"'(""",'(11.) lIn'} ',nC? 
n. 1,/.\,mU/ 1,flf]U/J'/'\"·<\"/'\U 'ne ',flC' 

/J. {,9' 1\. {,J'.Y.M" 



29 . 1'1 28",:m' 'I'.l"': ,mAlitJ/ "n$T'" 1111"1 nll.tJ ?"'i 11'''1.''' ' J!.n"']tJ 
'/nc ') 

1'1. nm, 'i \,ao"JY-A (II.e?" \,'/IO?")':" 
an. (',11 tJ'i \''''I'1''''-/­
,I.. ," II ", I' ",h,,1. ' I' 
IP . \'n;) ,'.,. 'ri ' 

I.. 1'1/\ " 1'1 
30 . .1111.1) n;"'i- m,r, ''']I.'''J,.!' n.-/- 'HH,tJ '/nc .) 

1'1. 'h,I!S,M" 
31. Y{III?"(:' ;",/IO?" {1:J'I"/uU .!'m'j·A ? 

II. {IP' 1'1. MI.,r,I'I?" ,h. {11I1I;!'m'M" 
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Appendix C 

Focused Group Discussion Guide 

1. W hat arc the observed I(Jr!11 s of' viol ence against women in your di st ri ct? 

2. Who were the perpe trators? 

3. What arc the causative factors that lead perpetrators to comm it the vio lence? 

4. What is your atti tu de to wards violence against women '! Why? 

5 . What are the effects of violence o n the perpetrators and vic tims as wcll ? 

(lo To elilll inate or at least decrease the problclll what mechanisms shou ld bc tak cn'! 

.:. For decp disc uss ion and bellcr information probing words like how? 

Why? .. were used. 
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Ap pendix I) 

S emi -s t,"uctu red In terv iew C uitlc fo r Poli ce o ffi c ials 

I. W hat arc thc mOS I repo rtcd fo rms o f vio lcncc aga inst wo mcn') 

2 . W ho wcre the pcrpctra to rs? 

3 . W ha t arc thc causcs to comlllit the e rimc? 

4. To clim inalc thc problcm what measures sho uld be take n with po li ce offic ials 

and othcr govcrnmcnl bodi cs . 

• :. I'"or dee p d isc uss ions and belle r In fo rmation prob ing wo rds likc how') 

why? were used. 
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