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Abstract 

Tht; prin ci pa l a nd ge neral objective of thi s study is to assess the inLell ecLual 

contribu tio n s of E thiopia n Muslim scholars Lowards the dcvc lopmenL o f 

Is lam ic culture in the country . 

To Rch ir:ve ih is objcr: tivc I have used thc works of th e Sha.ykh. of /\b reL l!S a 

casc study. The spcei fi c obj ec tives the study arc: w riLin g a bricl biogra phy of 

the Shaykh of Abret, collecting and preserving h is works, making a brief 

conten t analysis, and making his works ava ila ble ready for fu rth er studi es. 

Using pnmary and secondary sources a nd the :MSS of the Shaykh of Abrel, 

the s tudy has a Lle mpted to achieve both objectives. 

l3ased on the above specific objective a nd m etlmods , the b iography a n d the 

works of the Shaykh of Abret arc discusscd brieny . As a result, the cultural , 

social and ideologica l innuenccs of thc S haylch a rc studied. In chapter on e 

the b3c kgraund of the sludy, in ch'"lpte r Iwo the historica l ... md rc lig;ou s 

background of the Gurage people, in chapter three a brief biography of th e 

S haylch of Abre t , in cha pter four the works of'\the Shaylch, an d in chapter 

conclu s ion and recommcndations arc d iscussed . Since the con tributions 

wriLlcn by him a rc many in number, the study cou ld on ly give a brief content 

analys is. 
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Chapter I 

I.Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Is lam in I~ th i opia played , a nd is still p lay ing, a s igniri cu nl ilistorical , 

lin guis tic , cu ltural, socia l and economic ro le . I lowcvcr , intent ionally or 

because or polilieal or other rea sons, I ~th i op ian Muslim s' hi s tory has been 

totally ignored or given ve ry lillie a LLention by I':t h iopian as well as Western 

scholars. 

,Jon Abbink statcd th a t de spi te its a n cient history and roots in the cou ntry, 

Islam in I<:thiopia has always bce n a religion with seconda ry and, in the eycs 

or many Ethiopia n leaders, inre rior status. IL cmcrged in thc shm:lo\\' of' 

Christianity and often surre red from suppression and disc rimin at ion. This 

has had its impact on soc ia l opportun ities, religious and civ il rights and I he 

patte rn o r self organ ization or the Mu s li ms (1998: 11 3). "Ilchin d the facade of' 

religious equality and toleran ce and ri ction o f national idcntity irrc spee l ivc 01' 

religious affinity there were various forms of subLie and overt political , lega l, 

socia l ,economic and cultural di sc rimination against, a nd restrictioll upon , 

I':thiopian Muslims".( Hussei n Ahmad, 12 110 International Confere nce of 

!i: t hiopian Sll1c1i~~s, Mich igan State University, September 1994 · :776). 

Without g iVIng Is lam and Muslims an ap propri ate posit io n , it \\ 'o uld he 

difficu lt to get clear, complete a nd re liable historica l and c ultura l ev id ence 

aboutl.Sth iopia . 

To do so, it is vi tal to in ves tigate thc contributions made by them to \Vards 

their country since 6 15 A.D. 1L is ha rd to believe that Is la m a fte r so many 

ee11lur ies of presence in ~thiopi a hQS ;lO, !6t any more posit il'!: lilt:r.ln· 

innuenee (Abreham Demoz, 1972: J 0). 

, /\ 1: dali:s Ilh.:ntiollcd arc in Ci rcgorian calendar exc!..' pt [hose stilled spcc i!ic;dl y. I ,ik e: F .e. U llIopi,l1 ' Cid\' lld: lr Of 

A.II . Anno Ilcjirac (The Musl im Calendar) 



Since mo s l Muslims IVol'ks ilre wril.l.cn in A,'abic or il ilVC SOIII(' 1\," 11)1 (' 

inl1uences, knO\\'lcdge or lile /\mbic la nguage is an impOl'I ' lnl insll'ulilclll 10 

deal wilh the issues, Th e inl1uenee or Ambic on (; c' CI. a nd olher Selnilic 

languages slarled berore Islam or even Chrislianily, Th ere had a lwavs bec n il 

migrat. ion or I\rabie s peake rs int.o t.he var ious regions or Ihe COUIII,.,\, i; rol l; 

ve ry. ea rly limes , t.here was eo nlaet. bet.ween Yemen in Arabia ,rnd lile old 

Aksumit Kingdom, Th e re was a nouri s hing lrade and s la \'e ry \\,ilS i.111 

inslilulion in bOlh eounlr ies before Islam (%wemer, S,W, 1936: 10 II), 

!'.s a !"CSUll or lh,,"" co nla e ls, miHlV Arabi c words were i.id()pled hI' :,, !~ ,:()sl 'it! 

ISt.hiopian languages espee i all~' th e Sem i Lie, Spcakers or ee 'cz 'IS well 'IS or 

olher spoken languages were in eonslanl eonlact. e ilher in Arabic speakers 01' 

wilh Muslim [~lhiopians (W ,Lesla u 1990: IX) , 

Mosl I~lhiopians beli eve lhal Arabic has a s igniricant. importance only ror 

Islam, I lowever, it h as a lso a s pec ial p lace in the lile ratu rc or 1 ~liliopian 

Christianily , Many ancienl religious wrilings \\'{;re lranslaled rrom Arabic 

through Lhc Coptic Church , W,Leslau and A,Gori stat.ed l hal ror Christ.ian 

Eth iopia , the most relevant aspect linked Lo Arabic is t.he ra et. thai a g real 

number or Chrislian I\rabi c lexts were translated (VJ,Lesla u 1990: :)8 :)9 ) , 

( ' " ,,,,; 2 ()()f:" 1 ) 1\.\.. J \J1 1 J •• • 

Abreha m Demoz a dd ed it is not s u rpri s ing l hcre ro rc th at. hardly am Islam ic/, 

lilerary lradition seems lo have arrcctcd I£lhiopic re li g ious lilerature despil e 

the eenturics or co ntact bctween the lWO religions (1972 , p: 2 ), 

/IS a mallcr or ract it is among Muslims a ll over the world , in c luding , h ose ill ,/ 

I~lhiopia , thaL Arabic cnjoys a particular pres tigious slalu s, II is I he !angu",g(' 

or the las t d ivinc rcvc la lion givcn by God to h uma nkind is preserved ill Ih" 

inimitabl e holy Qur'an (A,Gor i 206 : 2), 



Til e irnpac t. o r Arabic I n i ~Ll liop irl l)CCarnc ITI()IC in nu c nt i<1 1 Llrt("r l i lt: l);""()p!~:'! 

Muhammad (1'1lLJ I J) senl hi s followers lo /\k surn. Th e eve nl i s kll ()ln l ' IS 11)(' 

firsl !!ejiroe (TI-imingha m 1965: 1\ 5 ), (/\bbink 199il: I I I), ( 1 ~'lsilid MOl e 11 I ')C)il: 

22 1). IL wus a lurning poinl in I.hu l Islarn sLaI-l.ed developillg ill lil is CO lll lln' 

and leaving ils I.races behind . In facl the firsl converts to lil c II CII' IT ligi o l ! 

oUlside the close circ le of the I'rophel Muha mmad (I'IHJI J) were 1': Lh iop i' l l ls 

(/\bbink I 99il: Ill). 

/\s menlioned above, because /\rabic is the language of the Qur "III, 1':lhiopi a l l 

Muslims have given a special aLl.enl.ion LO this language. Thai is lI'ily moSL or " 

Lh c ir works were wriLlen in /\rabic (W.I.eslau 1990: x). 

Islamic and Orlhodox Chrislian liLera Lures have been inn ucnccd Ill' I hc 

/\rabic language. IL is very importanL lo analys i s lhose ancient /\rabic l exls In 

one way o r anoLher. In order Lo wr i Le a compleLe and reli a bl e 1':Lhiopian 

history based on original sources, phi lological examinaLion o f /\rabic Lexls 

Lhus become necessary inslrumenLs for I.~Lhiopia n hisLory , cult u IT an d 

ideology. I':spcc ially LO bridge hislorical, culLural and socia l gaps c rca lcd in 

lhis eounlry, iL should noL be only the responsibililY of Muslim students and 

research ers Lo do fruiLful philolog ical sLudies, bUL al so the respon sibi liLY o f ,II I 

l~lhiopians and foreign scholars and researchers. 

/\ few scholars have Lurned lheir aLlenLion lo the preservaLion of Islamic MSS 

and lo show the conLr ibuLion of Muslims in differenl aspeCls, especially 

historical and cull.ural ones. There arc a few MSS found in l larar, Wollo fInd a 

very few in Sille areas_ (/\.Cori 2006: 2 -3) . More crforl should be made 10 

preserve and inLroduce all MSS seaLtered allover the eounlry . Scnne hopefu l 

efforts have already starLed in Addis /\baba University by bright minded 

scholars. They have launched the philolof.,'Y deparlment with its two bro'Jd 

di v isions i .e. /\rabic and (}e 'ez. 



III orJer IlJ 
- , 

CO l llll.H ; IH..: l 

genera tion and rc-wri te a more corn plete I ~th iopian 1'1 is ton', it is ncce SSill'V I () 

ma ke philological rescarc hes on what Musl im scholars conlTibuled . 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

I':thiopia is Lhc home of many eLhnic groups a nd religions wiLh lheir 0,,'11 

cultural and hi storica l values. In order to gel. a full pic Lurc of I':lhi opian 

history a nd to understand our val u es a nd idcolog ies, it is essellli ill to 

invcsLigaLe different religious con Lributions. 

Islam was introduced LO I~lhioria At the lime of I'rophel i\liuiliJllllllaci 

(1' llUI I).Since th en it h as remaincd an impOrlant relig ion allover the coulllr.'-, 

However, Muslim contributions towards the ir country have been ignon:d fOl' ii 

long time. That is why we get Lod ay a large gap in t.his as peCl. 

To show how Islam contributes to the development of national cultural vililies 

in the country, wc as phi lology students should collect, preserve, dcscrillc, 

and prepare content ana lysis and catalogue of MSS of Muslim serlOli lrs , so 

lhal they, the MSS, serve as Lools for solving the sLated problems. 

A few researc h es h ave a lready col lected in I Iarar a nd Wollo Islamic MSS, In 

this sLudy, w ill t ry to describe and prepare a br ief eonlent. analysis of th e 

Arabic MSS of thc Shaykh of Abret, one of th e mos t famous Curage shyukh 

(plural of shaylch). 

In th is research, the focus will bc on thc followin g quest.ion s: 

• Who is AbreL Shaykh? 

• 
• Wh cll arc the contribut.ions of the Sha!Jkh of 

culLural and id eological terms? 



1.3 Objectives of the Study. 

The general obj eeLive of Lhi s sLudy is Lo assess t h e eonLribu tion or l';liliopi,lrl 

Mus l im scholars by Laking Lhe works of Lhe Shaylch of I\breL as a ease stu(h', 

T he speei fie objeeLives of Lh e sLudy arc : 

• To wriLe a brier biography o f Lh e Shaylch o f I\breL. 

• To inLroduee Lh e works of Lhe shaylch. 

• To m ake ready hi s \\'()rks for furLhe r sLudy. 

1.4 Methodology 

1\ varie Ly of meLhods w i ll necessarily be employed Lo conduct clTcc Live 

research on Lhe subjecl. 

Th c sLudy is based on Lwo sources, prim ary and sceondary data, The priln Ll I'" 

daLa is Lhe main sourcc , 

I\I Lhough Lhere arc diffe renL Lypes o f primary daLa collecLion techniq ue s, the 

in Lcrv icw Lec h nique was u sed, I nLensive inLerview was conduced with !wcnL\ ' 

persons , Two of Lhem arc Lhe shaylch's sons and the oLhers arc his foll()\\'( :rs, 

1\ very few sources fo r secondary daLa were u sed . T hese include articles, 

books and on e 13/\ th esi s . 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study 

D u c Lo va ri ou s rcasons such as Li me con sLrain Ls, Lh e sLu dy on some MSS is 

n oL as deta iled as iL sh ou ld be. In addiLion Lo Lh i s, Lex!ua l anahsis and 

eriLi eism has nOL been made, And Lhe re was a difficulLY to geL Lhe o r igi l lai 

MSS \\ 'hi ch was \\'r i LLe n by one of Lhc shaylch's fol lowe l's, So I \\ 'as ['Jreed to 

usc some MSS w h ich \Vere copied from Lhe ori ginal ones. 



1.6 Application of Results 

Il is c lear thal a full historical and cultural study of I ~ thi opia Gin 1I0t be 

shown without a n understand ing Muslims contribu tion . 

The work a lso gives a hin t for anyone who has an interest to knoll ' 1·:l.h iopian 

Musl im s' contribu tions lowards lheir religion, soe iely and country. 

The study will serve as a too l to inves tigate the works o f the Slw.ylch of J\brel. 

and his contribution s in detail. 

1. 7 Review of Related Literature 

Despite its ancient history and roots in the eou n lry, Islam in 1': l.hiopia li as 

always been a religion w ith secondary stalUs. J\s may be ev id enl fronl tlie 

historica l skelch, Islam has inevitably been In an inferior position VIS iJ V IS 

Orthodox Christianity in l<:thiopia terms of political innuence ,ltld cu ll.uml 

dom inance (I\bbink 1998: 113). 

In October 1879, Yohannes declared that" ... no Muslim might be allowed 1.0 

remall1 111 the holiest city in the empire. If any one says , I \\'illnol be 

convcr ted ... a nd docs not want be baptized, le t him leave my country, he 

comma nded: adding that such books as thc Muslims h a d s h ould be laken 

and burncd". After the Boru Meda agreement be lwee n Yohannes and Menelik 

in (1878) ... Menclik collected Muslim books from allover Sawa and burn t 

them (R.J\. Caulk 1972: P. 28). There arc many documenled ev idences to 

show how Islam and Muslims were mistreated in their own homeland . Such 

kinds of aelions were started durin g the reign of J\mds'yon (I :l l tl tltl). lie: 

distraeled the Muslim Stat of Hadiy and exterminated all reside nls in I.he 

slate (Taddesse Tamrat 1972 :77). 

The impact of this long discrimination has been reneeted in hisl.orical, social, 

religious, cultura l, economical aspects and the patterns of self organizat ion or 



the Muslims. This has al so been one or the malll hindn.ln ees 101· Il,,·eigll 

n :sea rehers not to turn their attention to investiga te th e ro le or Muslims ill 

eonstiluting the developmen t or their country . 

The study or /\rabie Is lam ic litera ture in I<:thiopia sti ll heav ily surre rs rrorn th e 

delay and limits or the researc h activity on the Isl amic presencc and cu ltures 

in the country started by pa instaking a nd pioneering works or I ~nrico Cc rulli , 

the rescareh on Islam in E:thiopia has bcen ror a lon g timc considered as a 

seconda ry rield by scho la rs who were much more attracted by th e Chris l ian 

heritage or the co untry. Nowaday, this Lake or considcratio n is on ils way 1.0 

van ish, thanks to the renewed interest or scholars, e spccia lly rrom I·: thiop ia 

itse lr. Still some basic work needs to be done (/\.Gori 2006: 12 ). 

The study o r the hi story and cultures or the Muslim people or I';thio pia has 

been the preservc or a sma ll n umber or I ~ uropean schola rs, among thern 

i'auli tsehke, Cerulli and Wa gner to name a rew (liu ssein /\hmed, I ~.S. 0 

' I<'ahey and Ewlad Wagner 2003: p. 18) . 

One or the Erst general works on Islam in north ·eastern o r thc /\rrica o\\'es 

itsclr to the enormous scholarly productivity or Enrico Ccrulli (194 I) . The 

comprehensive monograph Islam in Ethiopia by ,J. Spencer Trimin gham 

published in 1952. It has maintained its posi tion as a slandard opus 011 this 

topic ever since. 

/\rter Tr imingham's overvlew , research on Islam in Ethiopia ha s rema in ed 

sca rce, a nd interest in this s ubject did not increase much bdorc the 1990s. 

/\s one or the rew eOnLributions or Ethiopi an scholars to Islam, an article or 

/\brham I)emoz (1972: I - I I) may bc mentioned. (U lrich Ilraukampcr 1998:? 

3). 

I'ror. Ilussein /\hma d in a paper entitled "S tudies on Isla m in I ~t hi opia (195? 

20(2) : a I<eview", read at the I"irs t Internat iona l Lillmann conrcrence In 



Munich, Gcrrna ny in lVIay 2002 surveyed th e cvOILti. ;t J;--~ of"'.'.'orks Oil l :..., jcl" , rl ~) I ~ ! 

the publication of Triminghm's book up to the presenl. Some of them were of 

MA and I3A theses. (J3 raukamper 1998: 3). 

Some he lpful works on Arabic Is lam ic MSS have been done fro Il arar, Wo lo 

and a very few in Silte . Some of them arc kept in the Institute o f I·: thiopi a n 

Stud ies. Ceru lli kept some Harari MSS a t the Vat ican Lihrary. Anoth er 

Italian , Robeeehi - J3 riee heLLi , kept 12 Arab ic MSS all from I la rcH, at the Civic 

Library. 

The German Orientalist and dip lomat, I-Ia n s Martin who stayed in I ~thiopia 

from 1925 to 1928 collected 22 MSS most of them in Arabic and a few in Sille 

and other loca l languages wh ich he deposited at the Arehiv der Ilerlin 

Ilrandeburgisehen Akademi der Wissense hafte n in L3erlin.(A.G ori 2006::3). 

I~ egarding the Shaylch of Abret, I have seen on ly two works. The first \l CIS 

wriLLen by A. ,J.Drewes. li e mentioned only o ne of the Shaykh 's \I'o rks i.e. 

Arabic dhilcr. The sceond is the SA thesis of Dinneka Kornema. lie mentioned 

most of the Shaylch's works li ke Tawhfd, ,)alawat, Misbah, Khu{ab _gl-:JuJlw' 

a nd Man/,Uma. The Manaqib an d Sawahid have not been inc lud ed. Dinneka 

sta ted t hat the Futuh al-H abesha was onc of the shaylch s wo rks.Thi s is wrong 

because it is about Imam Ahmad's war written by 'Arab Fa qih . (Dinnek a 

1990 E.C:18, Sayd Miqbas). 

1.8 Structure of the Thesis 

This th esis has five chaptcrs. The fi rs t chapter deals with the backgroun d 0 ' 

the study , sta tement of problem, objectives o f the study, methodol ogy, scope 

and limitations of the study, applica tion and review of related litera lure. 'I'll< 

second chapter provides histor ical and cu ltu ra l background of lhe C;urHg< 

peoplc. I t dea ls with the origin, beliefs a nd c ultu res of the Gurage people . 



Chapter three is the biog raphy of the Shaykh of I\brel. The fourtil cil''1)it'1 

dea ls with the wo rks of the shaykh. I<;mphasis is given to the desc ri pl ion or 

hi s works wilh a brier eo nlen l analysis. The conc lus io n and recornrn cndalions 

o r the slud y arc presenled in the rifth c hapter. 



Chapter Two 

2 Historical and Cultural Backgrounds of the 

Gurage People 

2.1 The Origin of the Gurage People. 

Th e Gurage people setLled in south Sawa province . Th e region is bounded en 
th e Awa s h River in the north , ll adiya in the sou th , Lake Ziway in t.he CdSI and 

th e Omo I~iver in the \\ 'es\" The Sab!:\t-Ge t Gura ge inhab it the wcs le rn pans 01' 

Guragclan d ,which is bounded by the Walane in the north, th e l,anbalLI in 

lhe south ,the Gogot, Alieo Wiriro , SilLe and Aza rn at l3arba re in the cast. ancl 

the river Gibe in the \\ 'es \" The name Sab!:\t-Get Gurage (i.e. the seven houses 

or tribes or Gurage) is used to refer to the triba l eonrederation rormed by ll: , 

seven tribes or Gurage. Th e eo nrederation is rormed by th e GC VlO , Call", I':;" 

Mohur, i'.:nnamor, Maqorqor a nd l~ndaga n (W .Leslau 1990: 1(0) and Work ~; 

Nida, In ternational Conference Study , Addis Aba ba V.I r, 1994:359). 

!\laqa Tayye G/Maryam mentioned the Gurage people , "the Gurage lribe elL 

the time o r Amdseyon eame rrom Gurae, whi c h is in Akala Guzay I';rilrea \I ' il '-. 

the ir leader Sibhat and seWed in the place ca lled Aymalal. I"rom lhis lim e 

onward the place where they seWed is called Gurage" (Alaqa Tayye 1985 I'; .C 

:). Worku Nida a lso shares the idea or Alaqa Tayye p ebd u 1983: I';. C :). Il is a 

we ll known tradition that about 1330, an l<:thiopian army under !\ZIIlU C 

Sibhat left the town or Gurae in the i'.:ritrean district or Akal a Cuzay Llnci 

rounded LI military colony in the mountainous area south or the upper A\\'iJs. 

I';thnieally, th ese people were or Tegray origin (13ra ukam per: 5 1). Se irLi ]) ibab ", 

slates th a t there were already seWed tribes in that pla ce a nd o t.h er rnall'.· 

tri bes rrorn dirrel'ent areas ca me and set.L1 ed with t h ern (Seiru ]) ilJ<Jc)(: I(Jf)~) 

I';.C. : [)inneka 1990:2) . 
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To sum up , it is possible to suggest that eaeh group of Curage has its own 

tradition of origin origin. So it needs a detailed and spec ific in vcstig; lt i'"1 III to 

each group's origin, whic h is beyond the scope of this thesis. 

2.2 Beliefs and Culture of the Gurage Region 

To get a elear idea about Gurage people's living cond ition and exarnlne lhe 

inOuenee and works of the Shaylch of I\brcl, it is important to s tudv the 

beliefs and culture s of the people. 

In this aspect, it is possiblc t.o classify the Guragc people into three gro'_l ps: 

tradit ion al believers, Muslims and Ch ri stians. Th e active partieipalion of the 

individual in the rituals of his or her faith ,together with the type or Il eilc.l 

dress affected, kinds of amulet worn, and the degree of deference SllO \\ Tl a 

religious dignitary of an opposite faith are overt symbols of beh avior lhat 

dis tinguish t he members of variou s faiths (Shack 1966 : 173) and (Work u 

Nida 1985: 16). 

Some importan t features of each group will be presented below. The 

traditional religion, which was initially followed by almost all Gurage people , 

has its own cults. There arc many cults in the traditional religion . The 

dominant a nd the principal ones arc: Waq, Boze and Damwamit (Worku I\'ida 

1985 E.C .: 28, Dinneka E.C. 1990:9). 

2.2.1 Wag is the sky-god, and its manifestation IS a 

shooting star. 

Wdq is believed to be responsible for m a intainin g peace order and jLsticc in 

society. The ad herents have to w in the goodwi ll of Waq, who is, they be li c\'c, 

powerful and helpful in a very wa lk of life, especially in political :Ife "nd 

warfare. Th cy do this throu gh p raying, and making offe rings and scer ifiecs 
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(Worku Nida II '" In ternalional Conferen ce o f' I ~tniopi a 'l S iuny, I\ddi s 1\1",1;" 

V. II April 199 1:3(6). 

Accord ing to Gurage myth, Waq is a ma le de ity whose spiritual f'av(lI's 

enh ance the prestige and valor of tribes who honor him , and respec t his 

su pernatura l powers . In Gurage mythology Waq is akin to a culture hero; 

sYll1bo liea lly his role In cultural tradi t ions is reva li da ted annually by the 

rituals of th e cu lt (Shack 1966: 181) . There is an annual festi va l for Wrlq , the 

celebration of which is co nside red the most important way to deal with the 

deity th rough its media tor and h er assistan ts (Worku N ida 11'h In terna I ion a I 

Conference of Eth iopia n Study , Addis Ababa V.I I April 1991 :3(7). 

I ~aeh Gurage tribe h as its won name by which Waq is known , in C; ye lo 

Mandow, in Ceha Awegot, in Eza Engyebe r, III l~nnemor Gabar and in 

l ~ nendegafi Saamar (Work Nida 1985:38) 

2.2.2 Boze is "Thunder-god" of Sebat-Bet Gurage and ligh tning is its ma in 

manifestation. Bote is a single c ult universa lly worshiped by all adherents of 

I he region. Th e ritual -dignitary of Hoie is a man from the c lan of /onlezeru 

known by the sacred title Gowaytakuya .lI e lives in Ennemor in t he \'illagc of 

Yinnangara - a sacred shrine of Bote and it symbolizes the resting place of I he 

cult. It is a lso the focus of the rituals of the de ity (Worku Nida l SI 

International Con ference of Eth iopia Stu dy Addis Ababa, April 1990: 112). 

GOII'aytakuya, as mentioned above, is a representative of /3()~e. It is kn oll'll 

that the great forefather of the Shaykh of Abret Gowaytakuya was the folloll'er 

a nd representat ive of this belief. Hi s son Sayd Ibrahuim , a grandfath e r of the 

Shay kh of Abret, left his father's tra ditional belief !3oie to accept Is lam (Sh ack 

1966: 183 and Dinneka 1990:9). This point wil l be discussed in the next 

cha pter. 
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the de ity a nd acts its agent on earth . In Gurage be lief, Yigzar hand ed ovcr to 

130:e responsibility of regu lating the daily co ndu c t of Gurage and affordin g 

ritu a l protec t ion aga inst theft a nd the destru c tion o f propert.y by arson . I\nd 

the ritual duties of the cult arc believed to be underta ke n on ear th tl\" 

Gowaytakuya, helped by his ass ista nts the Magas. Moreover thc a gent ha s a 

sole ritual a uthority over the wh ole ad herents of the Seba t-Ilct Guage lO exact 

tr ibu te in the name of /3o:e. I\nd h e has a consid erab le part to pia l in the 

maintenance and establ is hment of s oc ial order of th e soc ie ty. I\s t he nature of 

Gu rage politi ca l authority is primari ly mora l, it is backed by rit ua l and 

s upernatura l san c t ion (Work Nida 1985 1~ .C. ::l9-40, Worku Nida I Sl 

I nternationa I Conference of Eth iopian S tudy I\ddis I\ba ba, I\p ril 1990: I I tJ) . 

It is bel ieved that. in the form of ligh tn in g, the lJoie cu ll burns anytilillg . II 

kills people and destroys their property. I\nd this, th ey belie ve, is the deit,·'s 

punishment aga inst the followers for m isbehavior and viol at ion of sacred 

ta boos. 

Moreover, su pposing Bofe burns one's hou se, t.he owner even in hi s presence 

doesn't venture to extinguish the blaze in order to save his h ouse. Instead, 

the victim congratu lates a nd celebrates the deity by reciting. Only the Magas 

have the power to put out the fire by praying a nd appealing to the c ul l. When 

the house is thus burn t , the people summon the Maga to put out. the blaze 

a nd the Magas spit a s mall mount of hon ey on the fire t.o ex t in guish il. The n , 

a fter the Magas confiscate the victim's caLLie, his undestroyed prope rly, and 

the ce n ter-pole of t h e house, of which a la rge r part is takc n by themselves 

a nd some part is presented as a tr ibute to the virtual- head of 13oj: e. 

The ad here nts of l307.c try to innuen ee the deity in different ways by pi"aying , 

tlfrerings and scarifies to th em, tile !Tin"t importanl way of dealing ithrr;ugh its 

head and th e Maga) with the deity is celebration of its annua l festival kno,,·n 

trad itiona lly as Nipwa r, which is celebrated twice a year a nd these festivals 
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a l-e: ,:-ndi ti oll a lly ca ll ::J I\liq Nipwa r (l he b ig Ni pwa r) ·.\·:,i,-h is Il l(' !TIBid f, .,li·,.,1I 

ce lebrated in ,Janual)' 24 /25-27/28 and Ya-Sariya -Nipwa r (Nipwar of Sen e ) 

celebra ted in ,June. Two weeks before the festival arri ves, the Maga dee la re 

t he eve of Nipwa r th rough ou t the markets in the adherents' distric t s. Th is 

time of th c two weeks is traditiona lly eallcd Gote na ("eve of Nipwar") (Worku 

Nida 19851.~ . C.:40, Wo rku Nid a 1 st Inte rn atio na l Conference of I·:thi opian 

Study Addis Ababa, April 1990: 11 5 - 11 6 ). 

2.2.3 DAM wAMWIT 

Damwamwil cult is the focus of re lig ious ac ti viti es for Gu rage women . Th e 

origin of Damwamwil appea rs 1.0 be obscure in Gurage oral tradit io n s _ Triba l 

folk lore contains no myth o f her origin; to parallel to the a morous la les 

concerning the o rigin o f Dam"'amwii ca n be ca ll ed a 'guard ia n sp iri t', devotin g 

he rse lf to looking after the we lfa re of the Gurage and increasing the ir t rillr.1I 

so lidarity _ A good li fe is guarded by Damwamwit, and m en and women ea n 

achieve th is only by uph old ing her moral and ritu al decrees, II-hich sc t th e 

standard fo r Gu rage social behavior wh ich is linked wi th ri t ual be hm-ior_ 

Thus, in order to carry out soc ia l duties, th a t a rc to be h avc in a moral lI-a1', 

r itu al assistan ce is often required. In t he con tinued performance of th ese 

du ties, Gurage as a whole and specially the ir women, intercede th rough lh e 

re prehen s ive o f Damwamwit w hom they call Yaway Dama n . Th e ritual dUli es 

a nd obliga tions of Gurage women a rc carried through his ass islanls called 

AifWeyat. (Shack 1966: 185, Worku Nida 1985E.C_ :30) . 

Yaway Daman forms the core of the Damwamwit cult. 'Collector of honc \-' is 

the litera l mean in g the Gurage give for hi s t. itl e_ Tra dition a lly , th e master 

(])amam) of 'honey' demands t ribute in h oney, amongst other thing fo r 

keeping away s ickness_ (Shack 1966 : 186) _ 
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2.2.4 Islam in the Gurage 

Specifically in t h e Seven House 

The hi sto ry of Is lam in th e Seve n Hou se goes back to 1530 ' · Of" course, il is 

vcry diffic u lt to get wrillcn documents or a ny histo ri ca l cvidence on Ih e iss ue 

before 16 th ce ntury . As to my knowledge, it is poss ib le to presenl general 

historica l facts which show the presence of Is lam in Curage at t he period of" 

Imam Ah med Ib n Ibrahim. 

Most of th e people o f sou thern Ethiopia includin g the Curage people acceplecl 

Is lam, afler the Imam had defea ted Ch ristian king's army. The conversion 

took place with on ly very li llie opposition . Moreover , some e lhi c groups joined 

and reached an agreement \\'i th the Imam to fi ghl againsl the C hrislian army. 

When Imam I\hmad reached Il a diya with his army in 15:32, the Icader of 

I ladiya we lco med the Imam wilh a greal joy (Lapiso 1982 I ~. C.: 138 1 - I :39, 

Worku Nida 1985 E.C:45-46, Braukamper: 54, Shack 1966: 17 ). 

After th e defeat of Imam I\ hma d , a policy of evangel izal ion was adopled In' 

Gala\\'dewos (1540-1559 and Sarse Dingle (1 563-96). This cam paign of 

Chrislianizalion led so me Gu rage people to embrace ChristianilY (Shack 

1966: 17, Braukamper: 54). Shack said that, "during the re ign o f Galawd ewos, 

Gurage pa id an annual tribute . . . this, in crfect, meant that Gurage were 

under the suzera in ty o f Negu s Gelawdiwos". I<:th iopia n ru lc, conlinued 

th rough th e re ign of Sa rse Di nge l in to t h e sevenleenth ce n lury 

(Sh ack I966 : 17). 

Ilut, lh is dominalion did not bring long-las t ing effect in the area. Sirn il arh', 

w ilh the exeeplion of some few surviva ls, the old Is lam of th e sixleenlh 

century a lso d isappeared, un til re- Islamization began th ree hundrcd yea rs 

la ler (Ilraukampc r: 54 , Worku Nida 1985 E.C.:45 -46). 

[n 1830, re- Islamizaton of the Gurage was bcgai n by a perso n named /\ Ii 

Dennebo. Leaving h is lradiliona l bel ief, he d ed iea led h imse lf to preaching and 
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propa ga tin g Is lam in the Gurage reg ion. li e t rave led to S iltc to Ica l'n about 

bas ic ideas a nd practices of Is lam fro m Shaykh Yaruna GaS ten. I\fter his 

return from S ilte h e stayed e igh t years in Ca ha Gurage in preaching Islam 

amon g traditio na l believe rs. I.':ven though he ha s got some fo llowe rs, the 

trad itional be lievers opposed hi s idea stron gly an d afte r e ig hL yea rs of eonni eL 

Lhey forced him to leave for hi s home in I.':nnamor Gura ge (Work Nida 1985 

E: .C:45, Abdu lfettah 1998 I.':.C. :99- 103). SLrong re-I s la mi zat ion of Sebat-Ile t 

Gurage, was reo rganized a nd led by Hasan [~njamo in 1878- 1889 . 

Il asa n 's campaign a ffected lhe whole Sebat-Re L Gurage except a ve ry few 

areas. It had a negative impact upon . the cu lts li ke Waq, n o:e a nd 

Dam"'amwit. Mu s lim s des troyed the deities' cults. Thi s evenL a ffected the 

mode of thinking of some ad herents, a n d made them realize tha t the culLs 

we re not ca pa ble of defending eve n their own represen ta ti ves and shrin es, 

let alone thei r ad herents. i"or this reason m a ny of th e converts in the region 

retained Is la m after Hasan' s defeat by Ras Gobena at th e batLie of ,jebdu in 

1889. Hasan's ca mpaign weake ned the posit ion of t rad itiorwl belie fs a nd 

establi shed Is lam in th e region. (Worku Nida 1985:4 5-46, Worku Nid a 1st 

Internation a l Conference of I<: th iopia Study I\dd is I\baba, I\pri l 10 00: 12). 

2.2.5 Few Descriptions about Abret Region and Its 

Residences 

Abret is a pla ce wh e re Sehoc spent a lmos t a ll of his life. I\b ret is a villa ge In 

Ceha Gurage whic h is about 48 km s from Wolqite or 198 kms south of 1\. 1\. 

The mos que of Abret, whi'ch is bui lt by Sehoc and his fo llowe rs, gave th e 

place ve ry interestin g c ultural va lu es . Th e mingra on wh ich I\[.ihan (call for 

prayer) is made is built in a t the m iddle . This is d ifferenl from other mosqu es ' 

mingret, in th a t most o th e r mosques' minaret arc attached to th e m. There are 

17 



also mor-e than 400 small rooms with an area of abou t 2Urn" e'l(:il iJ Lllil 

around the mosque. 1\ 11 th ese rooms serve as guest houses for believer-s who 

come from far a reas. They give 24 hours serv ices in holy month of l-iarnadan. 

l3es ide the mosque, there arc two hou ses: one is th e home of 5eho(; and lhe 

other is called the house of " /-ladra" in wh ich suppli cat ion IDu'a 1 a nd r-il.ual 

recitations (dhiloj taken pla ce . In ad diti on, preach ing (dll'wa), which \\ '>lS 

made every night in the r<amadan by 5ehoc , was a lso conducted in the IIC1ciru 

room . 

Abret wa~; not on ly a school famous throughoul the whole of the C l.Inrgc 

area, but also a center of pilgrimage on the occasions of the great. fe stiva ls: al 

the end of Ramadan a nd the Prophet's (1'131111) birth date many pilgrirns came 

from different parts of E:thiopia (Ddinneka 1990 I·;.C : 1 I I?, Carl nm 

1972:20) 

Most of the people around Abret had traditional believers_ But afLer l.he rise of 

Sayd [3usra a nd his son the Shaylch of Abret, most of Lh e people accepted 

Is lam. 
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CHAPTER III 

3 Biography of the Shaykh of Abret 

The great Shaylch Sayd l3udella was born in 1907 from hi s father Sayd Il uSra 

and' from hi s mother Abida in the Qabale of Yesfa AlaI in t.he region of I ~i,a, in 

the Sebat-Bet Gurage. The Shaylch is knO\\'n by var ious n a mes , the rnOsl 

popular being Sehoc, Abba r~amuz (th e father of I~amuz), AbClna (our fmher) 

and AbreL's Shaylch. Hi s father was a grea t sc holar ('alim) a nd renowned for 

his piety and un d er h is guidance and e ncou ragement Sehoc concentraled on 

re ligious prac tices ('ibgda) a nd retrained from world ly desi re s . (Sayd Miqas, 

Shaylch S ifa , I-Iajj Negas, Dinneka I<:.C.1990: 13, Shac k 1966: 191). 

3.1 Family Background 

Here it is important to m ention the turning point o f t.hc Seho{:'s famil" 

regarding their belief. The fa mily, goi ng back from the Seho(:s' grea t grand 

father ca lled Niqye Gowaytakuya. were the followers of tradit.ional be lief 

(discussed in c h a pter two) of I3oze. Shaek m ention ed that Sheo{: is a d irecl 

descendan t of the lineage with traditional rights as guardians of the shrine 

a nd representative of Boie(Sh aek 1974:30). 
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Th e ~8 mily lree or th e SI'tuy!ch of /\b rct. 

] . Mu lu Gowaylakuya 

2 . Dbray " 

3. Draga " 

4. Gobisa " 

5. Capame " 
1\11 wc rc thc rcprcsCnlali\ cs or Doze. 

6. Agaz " 

7. Niqye " 

8 . Sayd Ibrahim 

9. Sayd Busra 

]0. Sayd Budella (Sehoc). 

I\gaz Goway ta kuya made a prophecy a bout t.h e con version (,f o ne o f Niq\'C 

Gowaytakuya 's sons to another religion by leaving his forefat.hers u"adi t io na l 

/ belief i.e. Bof e. Agaz Goway takuya told the prophecy to Niqy e GOll ilV laku V8 

and empha sized not to create any kind of obsta cles in fro n t o f a ne\\·I\ · 

converted son . If he did so, the fam ily would be in dange r as a who le (Soy a 

Miqbas, Dinneka 1990 S.C: 11, Shack 1966 : 192). 

The c hildhood of Sayd Ibrahim was different in m a n y a s pec ts fro m those o f 

other Niqye Gowaytakuya sons. He never participated in the festi val o f 

Nipwar which is dedicated to Bof e. 

Il earing of the presence of a few Muslims in Geyto area , he left his home to 

live and learn Qur'iIn from Shaykh Yusuf. The shaykh changed th e bov's 

name to Ibrahim. This is because, like Prophet Ibr8him (J\braham) , he left c1 is 

parent.s traditional belief to worship only one God (Sayd Miqbas , ShCl!f hk S :fa . 

Hajj Negas, Dinneka 1990 E.C: 15). 

J\fter Sayd Ibrahim completed h is studies, he returned to Ina nga nJ, 'l is 

original place , and married J\syat Imam ,]uha r a much res pec ted pCrS() ~l\ 

d a u ghte r. [3efore hi s death Sayd Ibrahim, fe a ring that th e trad itioc:il 



be lievers m ight kill h is son 15usra (l a te r Sayd Bus ra ), Icrt a will for Ilcsi r 

Wabate, who lived in the Geyt.o region, lo ado pt. his son . 15ascd on this lViII , 

l3esir look the son and laught him the holy Qur'lill and ot her Is lamic subjcC1.s. 

Sayd l3usra the falher of t h e Shaylch of Abret wenl lo Dana in Wo llo for 

further Is lam ic sludies. His leaeher and eolleetcd all import.an t leachings ilnd 

practices from a respected and miraculous shaylch ca ll ed Sihabuddin al Sayd 

Ah med he spen t three years. Afler co mpleting his sludies, the Dana S hoykh 

adv ised Sayd Busra lo return to Curage and slart. leaching and prea ching 

Islam a t a place called Abrel. Taking the shaylch's advice inlo account , Sayci 

nusra se llied in Abrel and built a small mosque. Sayd Ilusra' s innuenliai and 

miraculous personalilY made many tradilional believers to accept LO Islam. A 

week befo re Sayd Gusra's death, h e assigned his son Sayd Iludell a (late r 

Sehoc) in his pla ce in 1337 A,H. (1919), 

v 

3.2 The Childhood and Religious Training of S choc 

On hi s completio n of memori%ing the holy Qur'an at the age of six under h is 

Qur'an teacher Shaylch Muhammad Aberra, he continued his studies. lie 

stud ied Fiqh i.e. jurisprudence according to the SaJi'i School. For furth e r 

Islamic education he traveled to some areas in the Curage region, spec ifically 

to Gey to . There he estab li s hed with Shaylch Ges ir (known by the name 

A%ekers's Shaylch) to learn Nahw (grammar and syntax). After lhis , he 

returned to Abret and studied TaJsir (explana tion of the I ioly Qudn) and 

hadil (1'roph elie tradition) from Shaylch Ismail (known by Anfo\\'ar Shwjldl ) 

(Sayd Miqbas, Shaylch Sifa , Hajj NgaS). ln lhis aspeel a ll info rmants s tressed 

that the knowledge of the Shaylch of Abret was a gift from Allah an d ~J{,l 

acqu ired. 

The Shaylch of Abret p layed an importanl role in expanding Islamic lea rr. ; n~ 

an d from hi s center Abret, which had a lready been founded by hi s fa lf.c r , 

Sayd \1usra. The center servec! as a p lace for the study of Isla mic s u bjec ts 
0, 
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such as Fiqh, Nahw, TaJsrr, Tawhid (I s lam ic lheo logy). iJilil(f (rllll"l 

recitalions), /\ w arari (myslica l practi ces) e tc. In a ddition th e ee nl e r also 

granted permission to lhose who h a d co mpletcd the ir studies. Th e Se hoe: selll 

lh e m lo d iffe renl parts o f th e Gurage region to propagate, p rea ch and tcach 

Is la m . In lhis system Is lam cou ld easily expanded in th e regi on . S hm:k 

menl ioned lha l "durin g th e Menelik period I\mhara e fforts lo de sl ro, ' Lhe 

sacrc;d fore sls in Gurage land where the shrines of lheir d eil ies lI"C re localed 

and rep laec lh e m w ilh Ch urches, had the unforesee n negali ve co nsequences 

of increasin g trad itional c ult activities and giving re newed impe l.US 1.0 Islam 

which Gurage became converts; Lhe emergence of Is lam ic cull of Shaykh 

Budella is a striking exam ple" (Sh a ck i968 :'i 6 7 , Dnneka 1990 I-: .C : I() " I '?). 

Th e re putalion o f Sehoc I S no t only in the Gurage region, but also expanded 

a llover the I<: thiop ia . I<:speeia lly in the holy monlh of I<amadan and a L Ihe 

celebration, many believers ga th ered atl\bret from all ove r 1':l.hio p ia. 

I\eeording to Shack, lWo fac tors contributed Lo the r ise lo po lil. ical and 

reli giou s p rom in en ce of Seh()(;: hi s recogn ition as s pirilual leade r, an d I.h e 

in c reasing religious imporLa nee of the a nn ua l pilgrimage lo his ,·il lage. 

[ntertribal recognition of Sehoc as a politiea [- re ligious lea der is a n oUlgrOlnh 

of Lhe s pread of [s lam in southwest Eth iopia w hich increased in the laLe 

nineleenth century. [n recent years, th e Sidamo, Had iya, ,Jimma -Oromo and 

some limari, have joined wilh Gurage Muslims in making lhc pilgrimage lO 

lhe s hrine of S e hoc a L Abrel. I\lIiances with ,Ji mma -Oromo were establ ished 

by the fa ther of Sehoc with the Sultan of ,Jimma I\bba ,Jifar II dur ing the re ig n 

of Menelik. Th e Curage-,Ji mma Oromo a ll iance was furLher slrcng th:;;ed h,' 

lhe ma rriage of the daughler o f Sultan I\bba .J a bir, gra ndson of I\bbe ,l ifal" LO 

Schoc. 

Th ere is al so another factor that S hack did noL co n s id er, and which oral 

LradiLions and som e writers have con firm ed. Thal is th e miracles pe r:"o rrncd 
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by Schoe'. Numcrous numbers 01 m iracles rlClve been me!ltioncd !JUI it is !lOI 

the purpose of lhis paper lo wriLe a ll of Lhem. Ilowever, I will lry Lo mention a 

few of Lhem in th e nexL section. 

The Shaykh of Abrel d isLribuLed copy of lIoly Qur'an and olher Isl arnie books 

lo all Gurage land. In addilion lo lhis, the shaykh laugh l many studenLs and 

molivaled many scho lars lo sclllc in Abrel in order lo leach differenL Islamic 

su bjee Ls. 

Seho{; never slopped leach ing alAbrel, many of his disciples became farnous 

and a few of lhem even claimed m iraculous power. Among lhem arc ,his son 

Sayd Miqba s , Shaylch Nur husain, Shaylch ,)emal who laughl TaJiUld 

(inlonation and reeiling of lhe Qur'an ) in AbreL, Shay kh M uzc SillC, SllCIy'\l l 

Sifa (Gercra's Shaylch), Hajj Negas who lived wiLh Seho{; for rnorc thall fourtl ' 

Years and olhers (Sayd Miqbas, Shaylch Sifa, Hajj Negas ). 

Sehoc wroLe a number of Arabic works both in prose and in vcrse (Suyd 

Miq bas , Shaykh Sifa, Hajj Negas, Dinneka 1990 [':.C: 18). 

Among his works, Mejmu', whie h is a collcclion of cleven small f)ata'it 

(Gooks), was published in CCiiro ir: 1365A.I-I. and 1366 A. II. (I'YI6 and 19".7). 

The colleclion is composed of: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Al~Kibrit al~Ahmar 

Gidhau al~ ' abidin 

Salat al~Nur 

,S'alat al~wejiz 

Salat al~Jstiga1a 

Mahbet al~Anwar 

Kahft al~l\st!Jr 

"' _ .J 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

II/- /Jadr a/- Mun'-r 

F!iyad a /-/lnwg r 

/lwrgd a/- qadiriyya 

Qa/aral a/-Imdad 

A/-badr a/-Munir 

I?iyad a/-Anwar 

Th e other un publi s hed works arc: 

Misbahu a/-Sa'ir'-n 'a/a lariqat a/-'ar ijin 

MuthaJu a/-/lhibba ' Ji Menaqib /l bi a/-Nujaba 

Sawahid a/-Na /Jawiya 

Khwab a/-Juma' /i--Jam'- , al-Sal1ah - -

Kutub al-'/'awhfd, which IS composed or seven small 

manusc ripts: 

Al-Dumtu al-Mulchta,mr. 

/I/-Najmu al-Hadi bil-Ilaqi 
Durlu al-/lstar. 
Maratibu al-Rijd.l 'the sta tus (position) or men. 

Qiladatu a/-Iciram min /dzmin ' ala dfl1i al-Islwn 

- Dumr al-Ma'ill1i Fi-mawlid alcmal a/-/lnbiyyi al' /ldl1ani 

- Manzumah. Five vol umes . 

(Sayd Miqbas, Shaylch Sira, Hajj Negas, Shaylch Ilya s , Dinnc ka 1990 

KC: 18). 

3.3 Some Miracles Performed by the Shaykh of Abre t 

and Their Influence on His Followers. 

J\ ny k in d o r m iracle increases th e reputation a nd ho liness or a pe rson who 

pe r rormed it. J\s I menLioned in the last section, one or the main raCl() ~S which 

increased the ,~ehoc's h oliness was the miracles perro rmed by hirr . 11. 

bel ieved t.hat the mere touch by his hand or the suppl ication ror a pa i:e nl. was 

enough to cure any kind or diseases includ ing leprosy, b lindness, d vn bn css , 

dearness, sterility etc . T here was a person named Shaylch ,Jamal Il o\on , wh o 



" 'CIS a tcacher uf d ll: Ii o ly Qu r'an in I\bre t. a nd wa s on e o/" t.h e fa lTlou s d isc ipl es 
of ,<;'ehoc , He h a d a son of 14 years old called ?:ey nu Shay kh ,JClm cll , Th e S Oil 

was born la me and never walked, One day, w hile ,<;'ebo{: was going to visil hi s 
mOlh e r, he saw the c rippled son, 

Sehoc asked wbose son he was, Someone answered lhaL he wa s the son of 
Shaylch ,)ema l Il a san, ,~ehoc became a n gry and s aid "why did you Ilo l te ll me 
Lhi s before", l ie looked al the son and shouLed "sLand up", Immed ialel v lhe 
son ran away , The person d ied in 2005 afLer li ving for many years \\ 'ilhou t 
any prob lem since LhaL occasion (Sayd Miqbas, Dinneka 1990 1':,C:21 -2 2 ), 

The olher well known miracle concerned a boy na med ,Jamal ' U!mal l \\'ho was 
deaf, The fa lher of the son had a good relaLion s h ip wilh ,\dlOC:. l ie u sed to 
spend Lime wilh .~ehoc recit.ing Lhe Ii oly Qur'an in Lhe /\bret. Mosqu e , Th e 
falher look Lhe s on and pUl him in fronl of ,\'eho{: and said: "This is my so n 
who was born deaf' , ,~ehoc held Lhe hand of the son and called him b, ' name, 
The boy al the momenL heard Lhe Sehoc and answered him (D inncka 199 1 
1~.C.: 2 3). 

Th e oLher mira cle Look place in I£nnemor in Lhe village of C a ngu r at 19:10 
I~.C. /\ b r ide had a serious problem on her back i.e . she was humpbacked , 
She was advised Lo waiL for ,~choc on his way from Lhe Ga12,gur. 

Wh en Sehoc pass Lhrough Gangur, she lay down in fronl o f h is mu !e, ,\'eho{: 
said Lo her:" Plea se sLand up and go Lo your home /\lIah will res lO re \'ou r 
heaILh ". On Lhe same n ighL Lhe bride wa s cured . (/\Iemay" h 19 i1 :i 
1~ . C.: 56 · ,D i nn e ka 1990 KC, :22), 

, This m iracle is mentioned hy J\lcmayah Ncri the a uthor of the book Asct , :, C " "as ;:'.11 1 

eye witness on this occasion , as ment ioned in a footnole on ra ge 56 . 



The healin g was not done only in the above rn c n tioncd Wi.iys ily [ou c l: i:li-; ", ' 

making supplication for the patient, but was also realized without .\·"h()(;'s 

presence. The ma in way to perform thi s action was that pil g rims who 

gat.hered at /\b ret. for the celebration of Mawlid oft.en returned wit.h samples of 

the earth collected from around the shrine and especially from the spot where 

,\'ehoc had wa lked . This earth is he ld to be sacred. 1\ potion said 10 ha ve 

special spiritual and curative powers is made from th e sacred cart h an d is 

drunk on occas ions when a spir itual uplift is needed (Shack 1966: 19:1 

Dinneka 1990 E.C.: 23 -24). 

The Shaykh of I\brct a lways :,aid that hi s ab ility was to m a kc only a 

supplication for the patient and that I\llah may accc pt his praye r ;.lllci grallt 

all what you want. Without Ili s ass istance no one can do a ny t.hin g". (J)nneka 

1990 E.C:24). 

3.4 Social and Cultural Influence of Sehoc 

Wc have seen in the previous scctions h ow the reputation o f ,\'eh()(; spread al l 

over thc Gurage region and olher regions of Ethiopia. T h c vcry reason lay on 

his respeclful, cooperative and problem solving bchavior for all human beings 

wilhoul making a ny differencc amon g Mu s lin s, l raditiona l beliel<:rs and 

Ch rislia n s, His be ing constant readincss lo advisc and give assistance to a ll 

has won for him the great respecl o f Mu s lims, Chri s ti a n s and others. 

I~egard i ng lh is, Ala Alnafu Marango, a n Orthodox C h r isLian, said Lhal. "the 

Shaykh of I\bret had special good be havior \V hi eh madc him th e belovecl 

person amon g al l of us. He was helping th e patien ts, th c poor a nd also givin c; 

a specia l ass istance to those whose lands had becn taken aWd.' · by Lhe 

land lords, I think these virtuous activities and olh er good behavio r of ,\'eh r,{: 

led many non -Muslims to return to Is lam" (Di nneka 1'J'Ju 1 ~ .C: 26 27, SllOyl :1t 

Wole 1425 A.I I. 120041:221 ), 



The healing was not done on ly in the above mention ed ways ily toU Clllllg "r 

makin g s upplicat ion ror thc pat.ient., but WaS also real ized w it. hoUI ,\'eho(:' s 

presence , The main way to perrorm this act.ion was t.hat pilgrirn s wilo 

gathe red a t /\bret ror t he celebra tion or Mawlid ort.en returned w ith samples or 

th e earth collected rrorn arou nd the s hrine and especia lly rrom t hc spot where 

,\'ehoc had wa lked, Th is ea rth is held to be sacred, /\ potion said to ha ve 

special spiritua l and eurat.ive powers is made rrom t.he sa cred eart.h and is 

drun k on occasion s when a s pi ritual uplirt is needed (Shack 1966: 19:1 

Dinneka 1990 ~,C, : 23-24), 

The Shaylch or Abret always said that hi s abi lily was lo ma ke only a 

supplication ror th e patient and th at Alla h may aeecpl his prayer a nd g ra ll l 

all \\'hat. you wanl. Without I lis assistance n o one can do anyt.h in g", (I)nneka 

1990 1<:,C:24) , 

3.4 Social and Cultural Influence of Sehoc 

We have seen in the previous sections how the reputation or ,\'eho(; sprea d all 

over th e Guragc region and other regions or ~lhiopia, Th e very reason lay on 

his respec trul , cooperative and problem solvi ng behavior ror al l hurnan be ings 

without m a king any d irrere n ce among Muslin s , trad itio na l believers and 

Christian s, Hi s be ing consta n t readiness to advise a nd give assist.anee to all 

has won ror him the grcat respect or Muslim s, Christians and others, 

I~egarding th is, Alo Atnaru Ma ra n go, a n Orthodox Ch ri s tia n, sa id th at. "th e 

Shaylch or /\b re t had spec ia l good behav io r wh ich rnade hirn t he beloved 

person amon g a ll or us, li e was he lpi ng t he pat ients, the poor and also giving 

a specia l ass ista nce to those whose land s had bee n taken away b,' lhe 

landlords, I th ink these virtuous activities and othe r good beha vior of ,\'eh ()(; 

led many non-Muslims to rcturn Lo Is la m " (Di nneka 1990 1~,C:26 -2 7 , Shaykh 

Wole 142 5 A,I-I, 120041:221) , 



In add it ion to this, th e re were ma ny occasio ns which show t. he social 

pa rt ic ipation of t.he Shaykh of /\brcL. In the month of /<Clfnadol1, the fast.ing 

month of Mus li ms , more than 1000 be lievers were ga th ered in /\bret t.o spe nd 

the whole month with .Sehoc . 

Th e celebration of the Mw.ulid fes t.i va l in /\bret was h e ld once a yea l- amo ng 

more than 200 ,000 be lievers w h o ga thered from all over Gu rage land and 

other pa r ts of Ethiopia . On thi s occasion, the Slwykh of /\bret disc u ssed wit.h 

th e m socia l a nd rel ig ious problems which t.hey faced in th e ir regions a nd 

presented the appropriate sol uti ons a nd gave a dvice. 

The o t.hcr ma 1l1 occaSion was th e a nnual ld al-!\dha festival. Th e fesLiva l is 

important in the Gurage region . On th is fest iva l, .<;·e h()(: u sed to bu\' rn ' lr1.\' 

oxe n to d istribu te amo ng the poor. l ie also gave s pccial assist.ance Lo 

orph a ns, widows a nd the old . (Dinneka 1990 1£.C: 28, /\Icrnaya h Neri I 98:i 

l~ . C: 56) . 

. ~c hoc had a great socia l acce pta n ce inside th e commun ity. Th c main reason 

was his skillful approaches, j ust ice and fairness among a ll. In Lhi s aspecL, 

Wi ll iam Shack sta ted "politica l a nd religious lead ers hip of .<;·c h()(: ha s 

increased in the past two decades . During the lla lia n oeeupa ti ()rl .<;·eh()(' 

symbolized resistance agains t l~uropean aggress ion by offerin g leniency in 

his Muslum court (Qadi) where mallers were dealt with according to th e 

Shari'" (Islami c law), an a LLraction not only for Muslim Gurage, bU L for Gu ragc 

of Christian and traditional lea nin gs as well ". The superior po sit. ion .<;·c ho(: 

h o ld s in tribal politics is furth e r indicated by the way in which hi s presence 

a ltered the struc ture of Yejo /w (th e Guragc customary . law a nd the placc 

where thc assembly Lakes place). The setti ng ar rangement shifLs and .';·cho(; 

is at the pivot of thc assemb ly. He occup ies th e senior place in t.he a ssernbly 

a nd on ly aftel- he is seated do other dignitaries take up their pos ition s. 



li e opened t.hc discussiorrs arld gavc final sanctio n LO arry dccrs iu.l [hell is 

Lakcn by th c cou nc il. Thc decisions of .\·choc wcre never overr idden. (Shac k 

1966: 192, Dinneka 1990 l~.C:28 -29 ) . 

The Shaykh of AbreL a lso made significant financia l and mora l contribut.ions 

lO road a nd bridge co nstruc t ion in Curage land. In addition, he was 

encololrag in g others to participate in suc h k inds of Lasks. 

To sec how mueh Sehoc was belovcd and respec ted a rn ong hi s follo wers, 1 

wou ld like to prescnL what William Shack wroLe in his book LiLled" Gods and 

I-Ieroes" 

I 

De aballo, Illr Ilbarhu? 

GetwwlO, Ill r Ilbarhu? 

Abrhuv, kar bambalcarhu 

Sallajhum karamahu 

5. Gweta zabr .~omallahum! 

50mem bethuv an/wrahu 

Abem bethLL' alllcorahu 

badanara antgatahu 

yamwalcfwafwaya anthatarhu 

] O. Bez( agr wag fatarhum 

Tegana hwi maqwa chonahum! 

Tamangst gpi gapahum 

Worq bOrChma abanahum . 

Torawepwa baranahum! 

] 5 yawarq sanda abenahum 

sadqopwa baranahum 

Eya bamr anfana a tarahu l 

De abano Illr nabrhu? 

Farangi dar haranahwn: 

20. ,<; olila abret baranahu! 



I-Iache Gana ilaranah! 

Gana gradate abanahu 

Jlbrhwi qar bambakarhu 

25 sanaJ71Unm karamahu 

adya kwal1tam haranahum! 

Sa/i/a abrel baranahum! 

Beyelm dan eyal walam 

30. Binagara bagamala 

I3a,wn Jl brel bagamala 

Yaba tqar mu lar nasa? 

Yabret geloch wrba a mbasa! 

Translation, 

Oh my fat hre' what shall I say to you? 

Oh my Getoc2 what shall I say to yo u? 

I would not hes itate for \\'hat so say 

If you r majesty had no made a fra id 

5 For God h as m ade you so great! 

You did not boast: 'H e made me great', and become grouncP 

You did not boast: 'He made me rich', and become ground 

You did not sleep on a danara1 

You did not dress in warm clothing. 

I The young girl who made the recordi ng of this chant assumes a fiction al kinsh i l1 

with .~c l ~udclJa in adrcss ing the prai se to him . 

Gctoch the Amharic equi valen t for ·Iord·. The Gurage refer to ,\11(; Iludclla as iloth 

Getoeh and Schoc: . 

.. Thi s line is difficult to translale since it a lludes to a combination of pcrsonalil.\" trailS 

b," which She 13u dclla is known; e.g. the quality of humbleness: subord ination to a 

higher, surwrnaturai au thority; acts of se lf abasement by strict rciigious ad!'lcrcllu; to 

Musli m dietary la\\'s etc. 

I danara a wel l- tann ed and supple cowskin which is decorated wilh ochre rainlcd 

geom etri c designs, and used by weal thy men as a kind of slcclling mal. 



lOi n recent days you perfo r med a wander: 

You took counsel with his majesty lS 

You wen t inside the palace with the superior and 

lie gave you a golden borcmma(' 

lie said: 'sit o n it'! 

15 lie gave you a kn ife 

lie said: 'cut with il'! 7 

1 ~law dare I mention your name! 

Oh my father what dare I say to you'? 

L~ven the farangi" have heard of you 

20 They call you Salild) of AbreU 

The Gana (Oromo) down there have heard of you 

The Cana (Oromo) gave you their daughter lO 

Oh son oh moon , what dare I say to you'? 

I would no hesitate for what to say'? 

25. If your majesty had not made me afraid 

Adya and kwantm II have heard of you; 

They ca ll you Salila of AbreU 

Anther son sprouted inside the sun 12 ; 

Anther moon sprouted inside the moon; 

Ili s maj esty: thi s refe rs to Emperor Ilali e Sellasie I. Sehoc hau met him frequentll'. 

(, Ilorclllllla is a round three legged stoo l. 

7 Cut with it 'for slighting animals . 
x Jarangi i.c foreigners 

" .<;ulilo rrobably an Arabic loan rhrase used whenel'er reiCr rin g tll local saill1s. 

!O Daughter an allusion to the marriage of She Budclla to the granddoughtcr of 
Abba ~Jifar of J ima. Iler name was Digiti. 

II K\\'antam the Sidamo people 

12 lines 28 and 29 Shack said the meaning is not clear. But the correct meanin g is as 

follo\\'s: Another son (moon) = She nudalla 

Inside the son (moon) = his father ,"'he Ilu.vra. 

Means ,<;eh Ilu.vra,the father or,~he lluda)la ,was a great sa ini. I:rolll him another greal 

sai nt i.e. Seh Budalla was born . 

r 



30. in th e ve r)' ymlgra itself; 

In the holy /\brd itself 

Who received that which belonged to his faLhers? 

Getoc of /\brctthc brave lin e (Shack 1971: 128- 13 I) . 

Th e .Iast part of the life of Sehoc is shrouded in mystery. There a rc two views. 

Th e fir's one is thaI. the shaylch lert his home to sctLlc in another' place and is 

expected to reLu rn one day. 

/\ccording to the second v iew he \\'as taken by the I)urg security. Why he lIas 

take n ? Where? What happened to him') These and other related questions 

can not be a n swered at present. nut some people said that he was killed bl' 

the I)arg officials. (IjiWI Magazine, Tiqmt 19851.~ .C., ili/Gna News paper, 

Maskaram 23, 1 990 1~.C. and Dinneka 1 990E.C .: 19) . 

The only fact that can be said is in 1978 he, his son (Sayd /\nsar) a nd c!r'iver 

were taken by Qabalc and Worada officials. 



CAPTERIV 

4. The Literary Works of the Shuykh of Abret 

,';·e hoc has written a number of Arabic works, one of wh ich was pu blished in 

I~gy pl. The d esc riptions wi th brief conte n t analysis of the works an: p rcserlled 

below. 

Before [ sta rt t h e desc ription of each MS , il is importa nt to write ~.;o ITle 

common lingui s tic and physical features of th e MSS. 

1\11 works or.~e hoc h ave been wriLLen in a standard c1ass ieall\rabic. 

J\ll MSS w ithou t. exception a rc not ha nd wrillcn by .~c h o <": . Most. or chern were 

wriLLen by hi s d isciples . Tha t is why it IS impossibl e to con form 

ca lli graph ically w h ether t h ese works were hi s contributio n s. The only \I·a , · 1.0 

corroborate ,';·e hoc 's works is the account of all my informants a nd his 

fol lowers . Th e other method I tried to differen tiate betwee n his works from 

olhers is his writing skill li ke the usage of strong and many a dject ives fOI' a 

single nou n and resemblances of subject maLLer in most of hi s works , 

As I was tolled by my info rman ts (Sayd Miqbas, Shaykh .'Ma, Hajj Nga.'j, 

SdlOC used to write on seaLLered papers wh ich he gave to hi s disc iples. On e o f 

his discip lcs was Shaykh Nur- I lussien wh o ga thered these scatte rcd s ing:e 

pape rs and rewrote them in the fo rm of MSS. 1\ very few pape rs II'hi ch \\·e~e 

II'r iLLen by ,~e hoc h ave been collected a nd arc s hown in an a ppe ndi x at lhe 

end of t h is the s is. Hc)\\·ever most of them arc losl. 



~ 

4.1 Sawahid 

4.1.1 Basic Data 

Tille: th e tiUe of thc MS is not mentioncd c lea rly; the only hint whi ch wc cari 

get in the preface is th e subject maller o f the MSS. Il is about the hist.ory 0: 

Prophet the Muhammad (PBUII).The acco unt from before th e creation o f 

Adam until thc childhood o f the Prophe t (Peace be upon him) . 

I~ven if the tiUc of the MS is not given by the writer, the book is known arnon £; 

his followers by .~awahid. The possible reason why the MS is know n by Ihis 

name will be discussed in th e desc rip tion . 

Language : the MS is written in classical Arabic in I.he forrn of prose, exeerl 

for a few seallered ve rses . 

Pages : the MS is a lready paginated by an unknown person II'hose 

ha ndwriting is different from the copyist's. It has 74 pages. I ~aeh page 

contains 15- 16 lines of u nli ned pa per. 

Date: date of the MS is not mentioncd. 

4.1.2 Physical Features 

Paper (modern) 26x21em leol , recto and verso, the manuseripl is \\Tillen in 

black ink except lhc name of the Prophet Muhammad (Pf3LJI I) and iJ [ .:. \,. 

words were wrillen in red ink, good and reada ble Arabic handll'ril in g, <.l.-,d 

covered with classer. The last page has only four lincs . Two blank papers e re 

left at the beginning a nd end of th e MS. 



4.1.3 Linguistic Features 

Th e g ram m atical, syntactic an d lexica l u sages a rc In a standanl form. Titer 

a rc no 'ajami words and no gra mmati cal mistakes. Th ere arc iI ve ry simp/c 

pa leographi ca l mistakes , fo r in sLa nee (p .70, li ne I I) such as '/(~lw'(I~\) which 

s houtd be wr iLLen as 'ldh' (~)) a nd on the same page line 1'1 the (Jl=j) 

mean in g beautifu l, shou ld have been as(Jlli.) w hich means mountains , 

beea u sc of the con texL. 

4 .1 .4 Content Analysis 

The copy is found in the hands of [-{ajj Nega~, one of my informants . The MS 

is not divided in ch apters or even sections. I~xcept the int roduction , al: 

narratives arc written under only one sec tion. 

Like m a ny Is lam ic MSS the introduction startcd with the praise of Allah a nd 

invocati ng Allah's mcrcy on the Prophet Muhammad (PI3U II). Then the \\'riLer 

explained the reason why w rote this work. 

The main body of the MS is wriLLen in a chronological sequence. 

(pp. 3-4 1) n arrates how the ligh t (repre sents Prophet Muhammad !'ll UII) 

descended from on e person to a no th er starting from Adam to Abd ull an then 

to Am ina, th e mother of the Prophet Mu h ammad (PIlUII) . 

The other topic included in th is part is the prophecy made by different 

soothsayers in many parts of Arabia. 

(1'1'. 52~73) is about thc ch ildhood of the I'rophct Muh a mmad (1'llUII) .Tr.is 

period of t ime can be d ivided into three. Th e first is ho\\ th e !'noh:t 

Mohammed (1'I:lU H) spend with his wet~ nurse for the first two years of r.is 

childhood. The second re fers to time that Muhammad (1' Il UII) spera \Iitl. r.is 



gra ndfather. Th e third refe rred to the Proph cl.'s (1' llUII) lire (a lkr ti le (leilill ll i 

hi s gra ndfathe r) with hi s unc le !\bu -Ta lib . 

4.1.5 Special Descriptions. 

Th e MS is known by the na m e ,~awahid meaning something witnesseci. This is 

because the writer m e ntion ed in many places the wo rd witness 1.0 sho\\' t.hat 

upo n hi s writing of the life of the Proph e t Muha mmad (l'llUH li ke eye witn ess. 

li e did not mention the name ,~awahid as the tiUe o f th e work a t. a ll. 

In t.h e preface of th e text, ,<'e ho(; said t.h a t he w rote t.his work t.o fulfill the 

promise he had mad e to write the his tory of th e Prophet Muhamm ad (1'llUII). 

Th e book stated that before th e creation the fi rst man , t.here was a k ind of 

light. The light represents the Prophet Muhammad (PllUII), whi ch the n h a d 

passed t.o !\dam, from !\dam to his son ,~i1 then to 'i\ unu s. It. passed on frorn 

one person to anoth er until it reach cd Ibrah im (PBUI' I) the n , t.o Isma'd , th e n 

afte r many transformations, the light of Muhammad reached to 'I\mr 

niekn a m cd lI asim. IIasim m arricd Sa lma from Medinah, (its in itial nume \\ 'as 

Ya1rib). Selma gave birth to a baby called ,~ebye tu al - Hamd .lli s father Il as irn 

died before hi s birth . Wh en he became seven yea rs o ld hi s uncle 1\1 MUlia lib 

ca me to Med ina to take the boy to Mekka . Hi s mother, Salma asked the bo\' 

to stay with he r in Medina. i3ut he prefe rred to go with hi s un cle to live in th e 

suered c ity of Mekka. During their journey , i\1-Mu llalib told the boy not to tel ! 

his fath e r' s narne to a nyone. This was s imply because the boy \\'as ven 

handsome, so th a t h is uncle was afra id o f the Quray', th e tribe in :vJ ek ka. 

knew th a t he was th e so n of Il as im , they might envio u sly (s piteful" , kill him . 

When t.h ey reached Mekka, i\1- Mullalib took the boy to the Grect Kcj ' a iJc. 

found in th e sacred mosqu e of Mekka. The Mekkans asked a l-Mutlc lib \\hr )Sl 

boy he was brin g. He immediately answe red that h e \Vas a salve he :'o u gh t ir. 

a marke t. They believed him and called the boy '!\bd al -Muttalib, rn can i n~ t h( 

slave o f a l- Muttal ib . 



I\bd al - Mutta lib ma r ried six women. I"atuma a l- Mahzumiya was one or th e m . 

She bore th e be loved and hand some boy ca lled I\bdu ll ah , til e rathn o r 

Prophet Muhammad (P8U II ). I\ bd I\I - Mullalib made a vow that if I\ llah gavc 

him ten boys, he would sacrifice one of them to the gods of the Krl'aba. 

He took all his tcn boys to the Krl'aba to select the boy to be sacr ifi ced , Th e 

se lect ion process was done by drawing lots among his sons, The lot fell on 

I\bdullah. Most of I\bdullah 's fam ily, especially his mo ther's relati ves , refu sed 

to a llow this action. I\fter a long a rgumcnt, they decided to consult a 

renowned soothsayer. She asked them what the ransom for a man was in 

the ir land. They answered tha t it was ten camels . She to ld them to dra w lo ts 

between the name of I\bdullah and ten camels . If the lo t f<:ll on the came ls it 

would s how that God accepts thc ir exchange . If not, the lots would be dnl\\Tl 

again by add ing anothe r ten came ls. The same procedure was to be repealed 

by adding ten camels and drawing the lots until t h e lot fe ll on the earn e ls . Th c 

lot fell on th e name I\bdulla h nine times. I\t the tenth, it reached on the one 

hundred came ls. 1\11 the one hundred camels were slaugh tered instead o f 

I\bd ullah. 

Abdullah m a rried Aminah l3int Wahb Bin Abdu Manrlr. Two months ", ft c r 

I\bdullah's death, Amina gave birth to Prophet Muhammad (1'llU II) . On th e 

seventh day of his birth, his grandfather wa nted to give the c hild to IITt 

nurses, beca use this was the custom of Arabs at that time . I\bd al -Mu llalib 

chose th e woman called Iialimat a l-Sa 'ad iya as a wet nurse for the c'l il d. 

I\mina the mother of Mu h ammad (PI3UH) told Ii a limah that the chil d she lI' a s 

go in g to nurse would be a very blessed an d prosperous one. I\mina a lso sa id 

that starin g from the time of hi s birth; s h e never lighted a nythi ng at ni g:'n () r 

day, because the light came out from th e face of thi s child a nd slJreCJd ,JI I () \'C r 

the home. When Halimah saw th e child, s h e became very happy , dcli gn tcd 

and loved him more than her own ch ild. Abd al -Mutta lib and I\mina h ga \ '; t fle 

child to l'la lima with money and food . 

~ ( 



When Iial imah returned to he r vi llage with the c hild , all blessin gs C;JIlIC 

fo llowing her hecls. All the villagers and her tr ibe, Banu Sad, knew t1l iJi. I hey 

got a prospero u s c hild an d they loved hirn . li e grew very fasL. Il is gr()ll"lh ill" 

month was more th an that of children in a year . In t he third months he could 

stand up and in the ninth h e beca m e a nuent s peaker o f Ara bi c , his mother 

Lon gue. 

Wh en he beca me two "ears o ld , Ha lim a took him to hi s gra ndfathe r a nd his 

mother. Th ey were h appy to sec th eir be loved ch ild. Ii alima left. th e baby \I 'ith 

hi s grandfather. After a few years Abd a l- Mulialib , beca m e ill and he left a \I ' i!! 

for the baby's uncle Abu "(" al ib and hi s uncle's wife Fa trn a al si.H.h ·a. Il is un c le 

a nd w ife accepted the will and loved him more than themselves and I.h e ir 

children . 

Muhammad (1'I3UH) bccarn e a very famous boy in the Mekka for his 

truthfulness and hon esty. That is why h e was known bl' the name 

Mu ha rnmad al-Amfn meani ng the tru th fu l, th e s ince re and th e t rusl wonl1\'. 

4.2 MISBAH 

4 .2.1 Basic Data 

Title: thc titlc o f the MS is m entioned in the introduction. Th e title is Mi~bcih 

al-Sa 'irin 'ala lariqat al-'arifln. Mean ing 'guidance (light) for those \I'ho 
want to fo llow th e right pa th (way) o f kn olegeable. 

La nguage : the MS is wrillen in a clear c la ssical Arabic 

Pages : the manuscript is already paginated. It has 192 pages inc luding the 

in troduct ion a nd each page conta in s 1'1 to 19 li nes. 



Dale: the date of the MS is not m e ntioned. Thi s might be bccClusc the writer· 

did nOl comple te th e work . 1 Ie m ighl have in le nded to put th e d elle af\( T hi s 

compiclion. 

4 .2.2 Physical Features: the copy is wriLLen on simple white n1od e l-n 

papeT 23x 16 em, I co l, 14- 19 lines . I\llthe pages a rc in a good condili on a nd 

legible . I t is wriLLen in a black ink except some ve ry important word s which 

a rc wrilten in a red ink. Three pages at the begging and SIX pagcs a t Ih e end 

arc lcrl blank for protection and other reasons. 

In sid e the cover, the name of the owner of th e MS Hajj Da lill\wa l is IITill.en. 

On the fir s t page the Lille of the MS and the nam e of the copy ist ;ore also 

wr iLLe n. 

4.2.3 Linguistic Features: 

I did nol corne across any words, expressions or phone lics othe r tha n /\ra bi c 

usage. There a rc no grammatical or syntacti c e rrors. There a lso no pho ne ti c 

representations in this MS. 

4.2.4 Content Analysis and Brief Descriptions 

The introduction refers to the necessity of the knowledge of myslie ism. Th e 

MS is wrillen to fulfill t he request of s ome scholars who wa nted LO know 

about, follow and practice Islamic mysticism. 

In the introdu ction, Se hoc stated that the MS 1V0uid be divided inLO ·_e n ma in 

seelions . But unfortunately, the las t three s ec tion s arc noL w riLLen . () ne of my 

in forma nts , Sayd Miqbas, said that he had asked his fa th e r .\·c '1 0(; wh) 

a lthough he had wrillcn in Lh e introduct;on lhat the text would cove r len 

sections but actually wrote only seven. The son added that eithe r I.h c number 

of sections mention ed in th e introduction should be seve n or lh aL lhe 



remallllllg last three section s should be comp leted. ,\eho(: a n swcn:d I hal he 

would complete the remaining three sections later ir he got Lim e. 

The preface and introduction arc wrillen rrom (pp . 1-9) . In th is par-I , the book 

stated the im portance or understanding a nd prac ti cing Su ri sm. The tille or 

the book and some impo rtant introductory po ints a rc a lso rnenlioned here. 

The 'rirst section covers pp.9 -26 . The seclion c lariri es the irnportance or 

brotherhood (Fariqa) . Without passing through bro thc rhood s' way, anyone 

can not get rull satisraction in h is worsh ip. Without the assistance or 

accompli s hed scholar shaykh, it wou ld be very difficu lt to rollow the correct 

way. The Shaykh who wo uld bc rollowed shou ld rulrill somc impOrl.ant 

crite ria: the rirst onc is that the shaykh's rami ly should be known and he 

shou ld havc a gcnea logy linkin g to Prophct Muhamma d 's (1' !l UII ) genea logy. 

Thc second is the shaykh s hould be in a state or c1car percep tion. Th e til i I·d is 

that the shaykh s hould have th e correct and necessary knowledge. Th e rounh 

one is h is behavior should bc very good . 

The rirth he shou ld have a great interest an d a high aspiring 

The shaykh scleeted the Qadiriyya brotherhood amon g others ror the land or 

Ha basa. 

The seco nd seclion covers pages 26 to 39.This section is about the virtues or 

dhikr (ritua l rce ita tions), thc selected times and condition s ror dirrerent kinds 

or adhkar (plura l or dhilcrj . The benefits or each dhilcr arc also c lea rly 

me n tioned in thi s section. 

The third section covers pages 39 to 51. This part is about the rules and 

ethics or adhlcar a nd the ritual rec iters (who perrorm ritual rec ita tions). 

The rourth section cove rs pages 51 to 5() . Thi s part refers to what the ritual 

reciters should do in order to help and strengthe n themselves in the 

recitatio n process and lime. 



The rirt.h sec t.ion cove rs pages !J() lo 159. In lhi s pa rl, the "I;lin ISSW' di scu:<sCC I 

is the rule s and elh ics or recilalion thal the ro llowe rs should have wit h /\11,111 

a nd lhe ir shaykh. 

The s ix lh seclion covers pages 159 to 186. Thi s parl slresscs on c larirication 

or wha l they ca ll the tru th a nd ils secret.. 

Thc seve nlh scctio n covers pages 186 lo 192. T hi s section explains th e kind s 

or spirits in hu man be ings. There arc seven kind s or spirits: th e rirst k ind or 

sou l is called al-J\mmarah. Such k ind or sou l orders t. he person lo do ba d 

lhings. The second is al-Iawwamah mea n s blame because such kind or soul 

blames, lh e person [or his wrongdoing. Th e lhird, al- Mulhimah, means be in g 

in spin:d. This name is give n because s u ch sou l is in spired by J\lla h toward 

good things and deeds. The rourlh , al-Mwme 'innah, means peaceru l so ul. The 

rirlh , al-/-?adiya, means satisried, because the soul is satisried wilh /\llah 's g irl, 

a pe rson with such kind or so ul aeeepls and loves whalever /\llah has given 

a nd done . Th e sixth , al -Mardiyya, means beloved or dear, because such soul 

is loved or dear by All a h an d a ll His creations. The s cvent.h, al-Ka milah, 

mea ns eomplele a nd pcr[eet becau se s uch kind or sou l reached ils per recl io n 

slage. 

4.3 Maniiqib 

4 .3. 1 Ba sic Data 

Title: th e title is clearly wrille n in t he introduction o[ the MS, The rull titl e is 

Muthafu al-Ahibba ' [i Maniiqib Abi al-Nujaba 'the love rs gi rt s on vir'lues or 

the [ather or Nujaba'. Nujaba is the name of the bro th e r or ,~·e hoc . /\fler lhe 

co mple tion of the na rralion, th ree pages a rc wrillen on the occa sion of 

pi lgrimage of Sehoc withoul any l itle . 

Language : the MS is in class ica l J\ra b ie. The nOl rralive is in prose form 
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Page: the MS is a lready paginated by hand. It has I:W pages . II nl so conlnills 

ano th c r three pages at th e end on differe nt topics but with the salTle 

handwri lin g. 

Date: da te of the MS is n Ol lTlentioned. Th e yea r o f th e pi lg ri mage is wrilten 

a l the begin ning of th e three pages MS . Th e occas io n was on 1390 /\ .11 

(1970). 

4.3 .2 Physical Features 

Modern pa pe r w ith the s ize of 2 1.5x 15 em , l eol , redo a nd verso, wilh few 

exce ptions of wo rds wilh red in k, th e whole MS is wriLLen in b lack ink. Th e 

hand\Vriling is good a nd a lm ost c lea r. It is cove red with s lighl.ly hard COV(;l". 

I ~ae h page contains 12 to 17 lines. Only page 130, th e last page of this 

na rral ive h a s seven fragme nted lines , whic h a rc in the form of V shape as 

practiced in ma ny endings o f Islamic MSS. 

4.3 .3. linguistic features: 

The wor k is wri LLen in classical Arabic in the for m of prose. Not a s in glc ve rse 

is in se rted . As to my knowledge, there are no grammatica l or .synla clic 

mi stakes. Even lhou gh a ll o f the s haykh's works a rc written In standard 

cla s sical Arabic, it I S possible to notice a very few morphologica l 

representations of some sounds w h ich are not found in /\ rab ic . /\11 of t.h ese 

'ajami sounds arc found in pe rsona l or p lace n a m es. The phoneti c 

re presenta tions for th ese 'ajami sounds a re s hown be low in the table. 

~I 



, 
Symbol I Example I 'Gloss' No Sound IPA Page 

I 1 

\ \l:u .J 
I) /\ placc rw me nea I' /\ bre i.. 1 /)3 

1 ['} ] [g] t y2i 
2 ) Nickname of a person. 

1

106 

.. ~ The name of a green lea f I LJ 

whi ch IS c hewed by many ;,2 .70 

2 [ (.1.).] [¢ ] 
,. I 

13 I<: thiopians . 
I , 

~ 

I 89/,.90 ~ It is a plaee name 
3 [(.1.1.] [¢ ] I :' 

-= 

4.3.4 Content Analysis 

The MS, as th e tiLic shows, concerns on the Malliiqib of Shayich l3u sra. The 

MS contains fifteen major sections. It has also a prcrace and introduction (pp . 

1-5). The t iLi e of the work is clearly stated in th e introduction. Th e full n il me 

of Shaylch Busra, his holiness, s tatus and ra nks a re emphatically menti()n ed 

in this part. The ma in body of the MS is div ided in to fifteen sections. I ~ach 

has its own massage . To start with, the first section extends cover pages (p. 5 

to 8). Thi s section refers to the te ll ing of some sooth sayers abou t the coming 

of Shayich 13usra, the father of ,~ehoc , known by a l-Ba'u al -Tani. 

Th e second sec tion rcrers to the birth, childhood and a very few miracles he 

pe rformed in hi s c hildhood. Shaylch Busra was born in 1287/\. 11. (1870). 

When he became two yea rs old, his s is ter $abira took him w ith her to live a nd 

learn Qur'an in her home. Then, Muhammad 13usra took the c hild fOI' funh er 

learning to Shayich /\ bd u a i- Karim al -Gaty, to Shay/ch 'Umer a l-Sibiy and to 

Shay/eh 'U mer al -Walane successively, and, a t the end, to .~ehabudd i n al ­

Diiniy (pp5 -22). 

I 
I 



The Lheme of the Lhird secLion IS th e journey of Sheik Ill.l sri ' I,) Lite Itt ,:)' 

Shaykh ,\'e habud d in Abu - Lubaba a l-Dan iy for furLher sLudy, l ie spenL neal-Iy 

t.hree yea rs wiLh Shaylch ,<;'ehabuddin. The shaylch loved him a nd gave him a 

s pec ia l place. T he shaylch advised all h is sLudent.s and fami ly t.o love Shczykh 

l3us ra and noL Lo creaLe any problem on h im. AfLer he acqu ired t.he necessary 

knowledge in Dan a h is Shaylch Lo ld him Lo reLurn Lo /\breL, his village, 1.0 

Lcach and Lransfer whaL he had Icarned. AecepLi ng the adv icc, Shaykh Ilu sra 

reLurned Lo /\breL. In Lhis secLion, the wriLcr also menLioned many mil-ae lcs 

whic h \\'ere done by Shaylch Ilusra w h cn he was li vin g in Dana (pp22 Ij I). 

The fourLh secLion is abouL Shaylch Busra' s reLu rn to /\b reL, Leachi ng Muslim 

eommuniLies and showing many m ira c les , Beca u se Shaylch Ilusra did nol 

own a hom e when he re Lurn from Dana , hc st.ayed wit. h his sist.er Sai>il-a In 

Gasba r, Lhcn lefL Lo a village ca lled WoLara Lo his uncle /\ Ii and Lhen LO 

Inangara. I Ie spen L s ix mo n Lh s in each plaec Lo sLay 18 moLh s LoLally . /\L Lh e 

end he se LLI ed in AbreL. On page 45, th e wriLer menLioncd t.h c dcath of 

Se h a bud in a l- Da niy was in 1322 A. H . (1 904) in the mo n Lh of Dltulqi 'da. In 

/\b reL, Shaylch Busra became a rcspecLed sa inI. /\1 1 men and women, 

Musli ms, ChrisLia n s and paga ns fo llowed and obeyed h im (4 I-56). 

In t he fifLh seeLion , the work emphasizes the high divine secreL of Shczylch 

8usra. I-li s wisd om , d ivine powe r a nd hi s holin ess are k now n a llover Lhc 

co un Lry (56-72). 

The s ixLh secLio n of th e h agiography deals w ith th e eXLe rn a l appeara nces of 

Shaylch 13 u sra . The expla n aLion covers a ll parLs o f th e shay lch 's body (pp. 72 · 

74). 

Th e seve n Lh secLion describes th e shaylch's good , hon orable , respecLable and 

helpful exemplary behav io r for a ll h ' lman be in gs. I li s good adv ice and fri e ndly 

ad m on iLion made hi m a vcry beloved and obeyed person (pp 74 -78). 



The eighth sec tion refers to his knowledge of different suiJJects iliid his 

piousness. l ie was a vcry brilliant and outs tanding sc hol ar in many fie ld s 

suc h as 'Usul (Fou nd atio ns of Is lamic ,Jurisp rud e nce), Tawhid (t hco logy) 

Taf..<;ir (ex pla nati on ), Fiqh Uurisprudence in Isla m), Nahw (grammar an d 

syntax), SarJ (morpho logy) 'arud (prosody, a sC ience of vers ifiC<llion), 

Ta,S'awwuJ(lslami e mysticism) and oth ers (pp.78-8 1). 

Th e nin th section is hi s invocation of God and supp li cation. Al lah had 

accepted a ll his supp lications immediate ly. The writ.er me n t ioned malll' 

occas ions that Allah gave immediate res ponse to the shaylch 's prmers . (81 

90).Thc ten th section refers to the shaylch's ab ility to c ure different di,;cases 

in the name of All ah. In ad dition to th is, m a ny miraculous ac tions are 

m e ntion ed here .These s how the shaylch's gra te miracle, holin ess and power 

of intercession (SaJa'a) (pp.90-9 7) . 

Th e eleventh sec tion is on th e shaylch 's eeleuratio n of t.h c Mawlid resl ival. The 

occasion is held once a year in his mosque at Abrel. Th e be lievers (men, 

women, and children) from a ll over t h e country gath ered to panicipa tc In the 

ce lebration . The writer e mph asizes on the benefits that th c bclien:rs got 

because of th ei r pa rticipation in the celebration (pp.9 7 - 1(2). 

In sect.ion twe lve the writer wanted to show the shaylch 's readi ng s ki ll and 

power. lI e u sed to finish a large text w ithin a ve ry short period of tir.1e. The 

shaylch also h ad a power to reach a very far area within a short pericd, Th:s 

property in Ara bic o r in th e la ngua ge of SuJism is ca ll ed Tayy t h e mCc:1ing :n 

thi s context is to cover qui ckly a pa th , a distance o r any kind /.; f \Vo~k 

(pp.I021 - 105 ). 

Sect ion thirteen is a bout the shaylch's family (his father, m l;thcr, \'.'ivls, 

c hildren a nd some relatives) (pp. 106- 1(9). 



Seel.ion fourteen is about his death, prophecy made about his dealh , SOIT\(" 

m iracles shown upon his death and signs seen wh ic h con rinn I.he acceptance 

of his good deed in fron t o f All a h . Th e death of Sheik 13 usra was on 

Wednesday 1327 A. H. ( 1919) in the 3,d mon th o f I s lam ie Ca lenda r \V h ile he 

was in the secon d prostration o f /uhr afternoon prayer (pp . I 10 I 12). 

The last sectio n of this MS, section fifteen, is on Shaykh 13 usra's knowledge , 

his teachers, hi s way of brotherhood (Jariqa) and his lin eage in accepting the 

rariqa. 

lie has stud ied d ifferent types of brotherhoods a nd knowledge in different 

subjects. A substantial pa rt of the last section is on the linca ge of Sufi 

scholars w ho transmit the Tariqa form one S haylch to anol.her until iL reached 

Slwykh 8usra. The lin eage series starts from Allah, then to Angel ,)coril, then 

to Prophet Muhammad (PBUI-I) then lo ... and continues unli l Shaykh 

,<iahabuddin al-Sayd Ahmed a l-Daniy, then to Shaykh ,<iemsuddin a l·Savd 

Busra a l-Abrety Ibn Ibrahim. Allah's blessin gs be on a ll of lhem. The sc hol ars 

menlioned in thi s series arc from differe nl co unlries a nd nalions. Tr.c\' arc :38 

in number unli l S haylch Busra the fa the r of ,~e hoc. 

4.4 Ma;mu' 

4.4.1 Basic Data 

Title: the title of th e book is n ol Majmu'. Th e wo rd Majl1lu' re le rs lo lhe 

collection or brin ging a number of lhings logether. Thi s name is given lO sho\\ 

thalthe content of th e book is composed of many sma ll d ifferen l b()')ks. 

The book is mainly divided inlo two main gro ups with diffe renl LiLIes for eac h. 



The t.itle of the first part. of the book is Majrnu 'al. ul F<ibril. a/Ahllwr I-'i (II ~ui(lli 

We~Sa/(1fni 'ala a/~Nabiyyi a/~Anwari. Th e meaning is 'the collection of red 

sul ph u r to refer to a kind of blowing light.. Bless in g a nd peace be on l' l'o ph el. 

Muhammad (PI3UH) . The tille of th e seco nd par t is AI~M(1jl11u'(11 (1/~ I3ClhiyyCl l ei 

(1/~S(1/(1ti We~S(1/ami 'a /(1 Il(1YI1.L (1/~I3ariyy(1.The meaning is 'the co ll eel.ion of 

Glorious, to make blessing and peace on th e best of mankind i.c. il'rophcl 

Muhammad I'BUH) '. 

The first part of the book is the collection of eight books. Som c of thcm arc 

very short.. 

The title of each book in the co llection of part one is wrillen below: 

I. AI~Kibril a/~Ahl11ar Fi (1/~Sa/ali Wa~Salal11i 'a/(1 a/"Nabiyyi a/­

Anwari. (pp, 2 ~ 8 1). 

2. Gidhau a/~ 'abidfn walluzhlu a/~ 'a(iqill(1 (pp.82~ 1(2 ). 

Th e m ea nin g is : 'nourishment of wo rshipers a nd p leasure 01 

sweethearts' . 

3 Salal a/~Nur (pp .163 ~ 1(7). 

Th e mean ing is: 'the light of blessing'. 

4 Salrl l (1/~ Wajfz (pp.167 ~ 169). 

The mean in g is: 'con c ise blessings ' . 

5. Sa/al a/~ls ligaJa (pp. 169 - 177). 

Mea ning: 'bless in g for th e rel ief . 

6. Mahbwu a/~Al1war (pp. 177 ~ 183). 

Mea ni ng: 'a place of descent of ligh ts' . 

7. Kasifatu a l ~Astar (pp.1 84~ 1 9 1 ) . 

Mea ning: 'the reveala tion of secre ts' , 

8. Awarad a/~Qadiriyy(1 (pp. 192 ~213). 



Mcaning: 'a kind of recitatioll 111 one way 01" th e religiou s blOl.iIcri lotJlI 

ca ll ed al -Qadiriyya'. 

The second pan of the book is a collection o f three books. Th e titlcs of th es e 

books arc: 

]. Qalral al-lmdad (pp.3-62). 

2. AI-badr al-Mun!r (pp.63 - 136). 

Meaning: 'luminous fu ll moon '. 

3. Riyad ai-Anwar (pp. 137- 158). 

Meaing: It refers to the kind of lights which help for practice in 

rec iti ng of praising and blessings on prophet Muhammad (1' llUII). 

Language: thc languagc of thc book is s tandard classicall\rabic. 

The whole work is wrillen in prosc, except page 162 which is In ve rse. 11. is 

th e co mmendati on to the book Gidhau al-'abid!n made tn' an UnknO\\Tl 

person w ho is different from the writcr. This can be casi ly understood from 

the praises, and s upplication made towards the w riter i. e ,~ehoc. 

Date and publ ishing. 

Thc first part of the book is published in 1366 A.I-I. (1947 ) and the second 

part is published in 1365 I\ .H. (1946). The publishing expense covered b\ a 

person ca lled Shaykh 'Ulma n 'Umer from Asmara. 

The book was first published in the publishing company called MusleJa al­

lJabi al-J-Jalabi and his sons in I~gyp t , Cairo. I have asked rm informants 

about the original MS , but all of them did not have any information. 

4.4.2 Physical Feature 

Since the work is published, there is no need of physical desc ription. 



4.4.3 Linguistic Features 

Th e book is w riLLen in c la s s ica l Arabic. Th ere a rc no grammat. ical and 

synt.acLic misLa kes, as we ll as any k ind of 'ajami usage in Lh e boo k. 

The who le work is done by Lh c wriLer excepL (p .162) a s menLioned above. 

Lines 13 Lo 17 (5 li ncs) of page 200 arc wriLLen by a Shaylch called Shaylch 

!3esir of ,)i mma . The eo nLenL of Lhese fi ve lin es a rc abouL t.h e prai sc o f .\·c hoC s 

faLhe r Sicd Busra. (Shaykhllya s). 

4.3.4 Content Analysis with Few Additional 

Descriptions 

Th e co nLcnL of Lhc firsL book I. e. 1\1 Icibrit 1\ 1-1\ hmer. Th e book cont.ain s seven 

secLion s exc ludi ng Lhe inLroducLion . 

Th e inLroducLion (pp. 2 -1) sLarLs as many Is lamic hooks wiLh Lhe name o f 

Allah mosL grac ious a nd mos L Merc iful and good wis hing, peace and blcssing 

a rc on prophc L Muha mmad (p!3UH). Thc LiLic of Lhe book a nd number of 

secLions a rc wriLLe n here. The Shaylch 's inLe n Lion in divid ing Lh e blJok in to 

sevcn section s seems Lo make one seeLion for one day . ThaL is why he had 

wriLLen as secLion one for SaLurday; seeLi on Lwo for S und ay, and so on. 

The major eonLenLs of a ll seven seeLions arc Lh e same i.e. ex pla in good wishes 

Lo propheL Muhamma d ("B Ull) by repeaLed ly reci tin g the ph rase peace a nd 

bless in gs be u pon him , in Arab ie Sal/alCihu 'I\aiyhi Wasal/alll. 

Th is is noL only Lhe conLenL of Lhe fir sL book bUL Lh aL of a lso Lhe olher run e 

books. Th e only book wh ich h as a co mpl e Le diffe ren ce from oLhcrs is IIwmr) 

a l-Qddiriyya (ppI 92-231 ); iL is in Lhe sly le (order) of ree il<.l lio n or Lhe III 

Qddiriyya 's broLherh ood. I<:ven if Lhi s book is IVr iLLen continuo u s ly wiLhoUl 



any clcar partitions, it. is possible to extrac t fro m th c co n U:li,S sorne k ill d of 

chrono logi cal sequences. The first page of this book i.e. (p. 192 ) is the 

introd uct ion. 

After t. h e int.rodu ction, the lineage tree of Sufi scho lars is wr il.l.en in detail. 

T his series shows the transforma tion o f /\warad (wh ic h is almost the s ,-nne as 

r itua l rec itat ions) from one shaylch to the next shaylch unt il it reached Soyd 

l3us ra , th e fat h er o f ,\·ch()(; . Somc of '\'eho(;'s d isc iples added thai t.he lineage 

tree stretches to ,~ch oc th rough hi s fathe r. 

(l'p. 195- 196) spells out th e benefits of adhlcar (ritua l rec itat ions). I'rom 

(pp. 196 -202) statcs the k ind and n um bers o f adhlcar and the sc lected tim e 

for them arc discu sscd. 

I·'rom (pp.202 -2 1 :>), the write r co llec ted the selected wlhlcar frorn different 

ki nds of broth erhoods' adhlcar. 

4 .5 Tawhid 

4 .5 . 1 Basic Data 

Title : Tawhfd is not a title g iven to a s ingle MS; rather the, na rn (; is used 

simply to re fer to t h e collected MSS written by ,\'e h oc in the fie ld of Is lamic 

theology . Each MS from th e collection has its own t itle. 

Lan gu age : the language o f a ll MSS in the collection I S written in c lassica l 

Arabic. The na r ra tive is in the form of verses. 

Page : The MSS arc no t paginated . I~eeto and verso, t h e lincs of the MSS are 

a lmos t from 14 - 18, exccpt few fol ios which have less th an I tI lines. The detail 

of each MS's page and line will be d iscussed spec ifica lly onc by one. 
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Dale: s incc t.h e vo lume is u co ll ec tion 01' different MSS, ti,e date 01 ,'Dell MS 

differs from the other. Th e date o f each MS will be see n later. 

4.5.2 Physical Features. 

Modern pape r with th e s izc of 29x2 1 em , 2co l, recto and verso. Th e whole M S 

is w ritte n in bl a ck in k. Th e ca lligraphy is very c lear and readab le . 

!\s is me nti oned above , this s ma ll MS is one of the MSS eollecl.ed in on e 

vo lum e . Th e vo lume co nta in s two unrela ted MSS . The first MS is disc u ssed 

on page 13 with th e t iLi e Mulha[u a i-lIh.ibba '_11 Ma!.1j1gij:! _A bi ai-Nujab(] . 

Ilefore I got t.hi s collec ti ve volume, I go t and used one s in gle MS of JY1uJl]Q/i1...u i 

IIhibba ' (i Manaqib Abi a i-Nujaba. Because of the shortage of tirn e, it is 

imposs ible to enter into the textual ana lys is and co mpariso n of the t\\'o MSS. 

Th e only thing that [ can say is t he h andwritin gs in the two MSS a re no t the 

s a me i.e . the copy ists we re different persons. 

The second d iffe re nt co llec tive MS is Tawhld. This is written a fter five black 

pages of the first MS. Thi s MS which is known by Tawhld contain s six sma ll 

MSS . The reason all these srna ll MSS collected in th e name of Tawhfd is may 

be the contents of a ll of th em arc nearly the same i.e. on Is lam ic theology . 

r~egard in g the external feat ures of this volume whic h ernbraces all me nt ioned 

MSS, th e externa l covering is a very hard ca rton with leathe r protection on it. 

3lx2 1 em. 

4 .5.3 Linguistic Features. 

Th e lan guage o f th e Tawhld MS is a s ta nd a rd classica l !\ rab ic. Th e emi re 

na rrat ive is in the form of verses . No any kind of 
,. . 
QJanu usages or 

exp ressions . There arc sorne unclear u sages arc w ritte n . Some of them a rc 

abbrev iatio n s , j u st by taking th e first leller of the words. Vor in stance (f2r) in 

the last line the leller of qafiya (~1iI1) is written to represe n t the word 
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qU ' Llrl(.l~I ) . I, ike wise on (f2v) lin e o ne the letter l[) ' «UI) is wl-iuCIl to 

represenl lavahurl (~I) . Such kind of represe nl8tion s may bc e le8r for olll)' 

sc ho l8 rs who h8ve 8 good knowledge on the subjec t m a tt.el-. /\11 the rema ini ll g 

p8 rts 8 1T und erstood 8ble. 

4.5.4. Content Analysis with Brief Descriptions 

Th e Cirst MS from th e co llect ion is t itled III-durlalu al-MLl/~hlasar. The work I S 

on Isl8mie theology (Tawhfd). Th e first four lines 8 re in trod uc tion. The dale of 

th e MS is 1352 /\ .H (1933). St8rting from th e fifth lines to the ninth lines of 

f2r is 8boutthe a ttributes of /\ 118h . The stress is m8dc on /\I18h's oneness. 

I'ro m (f2 n line IO- f2v line II), the writer di sc ussed the seco n d pill a rs of faith 

i.e. the obligation s hou ld be performed by eac h and eve ry Musl im. Thi s 

princ ipal a r ticle of fa ith st8tes that , every Mu sli m s hou ld believe in 8 11 th e 

messengers of /\Ilah (G od) without 8ny di scriminati on a mon g them. Th e 

criteria to be se lected as 8 messenger a nd some important behav io rs of th e 

m esse ngers arc discussed here . The writer s pecifically ment ioned I'rophel. 

Muhammad (I'!3UH) by n ame and stated lhal the he is las\. messenger sen\. lo 

a ll mankind. Th e next few lines discussed about the be lief in t h e life of here 

afler, in the different books wh ich arc given by /\lla h to different mes se ngers , 

and in a ngels who arc e realed by /\lIa h to spend their d ays 8nd ni ghts in th e 

serving of Alla h . Jebril is one of thc angcls who services as the conncctor 

(transferor) of any massagc from Allah to m essengers. 

F'rom (f3r lin e 5 - f4r lin e 7 ) is about pray (Salal) the criteria to be fulfilled by 

every person to perform prayer. 

Th e next fcw lines from f4r: 8 to the end of the folio s pe ll th at th e five pillars of 

Islam and the importan ce of knowledge to perform a ll Islam ic obliga tions . 

Th e s ignificance, epilogue and th e date of the MS a rc w rit len in (fl) v). 

The seeo nd MS from the collec ti on o f Tawhfrl is II I-Najrnu al-Ilgdi bl-Ilaqqi ' the 

starl of guidance to the truth ' . 
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Th e name of the MS is stat.ed clearly at the end of it. The dat.e is wr it il:1l al lll(" 

last. line of lhe MS with the mai n body of it. The date is 1353/\. 11. ( 19:1'1). 

This small MS contains two fo li os and seven lines of f3r. It has four main 

eon tents. 

The inlrodue tion is the first part of the MS. The second pari. is abou t tile 

oneness of Allah and I-l is Dev ine propert ies. The third one is on /\ ll ah 's 

messengers and their behavior. /\ very shorl b iograp hy of the Prophet 

Muhammad (J>J3U I-I) is a lso d iscussed here . The fo u rth part eovers t.h e 

ep ilogue , date and nam e of the MS . 

The th ird MS from this collection is not named. It is one folio verses. The date 

of the MS is 1360 A.I-I. (1941). 

The inlroduclion is conlposcd of t.hree lines: t.he body conl.ains \.\\'0 rnaln 

themes: the lineage of Prophet Muhammad (J>J3UI I) and h is offspring. The last 

five lines a rc about the epilogue and the date of the MS. 

The fourth MS from this co ll ection named Durlu al-J\sldr. 

The date of the MS is 1352 /\.H. ( 1933). The MS has seven folios aneJ,the last 

page is ha lf a recto. 

The first few lines a re the introduction on some be nefits the read er may get 

from the MS. The next topic is on Alla h 's prope r ty and wha t kind 01' behav ior 

the be lievers sho ul d h ave. Th e other ma in topic (1'3 -4) is about the 

relationsh ip between saints and his followers . The behaviors should the 

nowerers s how towards the saint. The fourth fo lio-f5r dea ls with th e ge nera l 

c haracterist ics that the followers must have to reach the proposed good 

standard. F5v-f6v line 7 deals with th e kinds o f s ins pe r formed by some 

criminals a nd the adviees made to them to s top from their cu lprit. The f6v 

lin8,f7r is on general adviees, the epilogue, the name and t.he da le of th e MS . 



The rirth MS rrom the eollecLion or Tawhui is tilled by I\1w'uIi/JU (1 11~Uali ' the 

sLatus (posiLion) or men '. 

Page: It is the longest rrom the collection. [t has one ve rso at the beginning, 

eight rolios a nd one recLo aL the end . 

The numbers or lines in each page arc 13- [4. 

Date: The date or the completio n or the MS, which is written at epilogue or it, 

is 1384/\.1-1. (1964) . 

Th e rirst rew lines arc introduction of the MS. After the introduction, the main 

topic di scussed is the property and the life or this world (dunya), and the kind 

or spirits in human beings. 

Seven kinds or spirits with the characteristics o r each arc discussed in (f3v 

f3r).The importance of ritual recitation (dhikr) is discussed in rew lines of 

(f3v) .Th e obli gations and significance of repentance to Allah as soon as 

possible is g iven a special allention (f~r) . S tarting from (f4v - fSv) the MS refers 

the s tatus of men based on the knowledge they have and the degree of their 

abi lity to apply in their life. The best of all men is a Cod -fearing person. And 

important adviees arc given for the followers of any saint in (fSv of th e la st fi ve 

lines-f6r line9). 

The othe r mam topic discussed in (f6r line IO-flv to lin e4) IS listing or 

crimin a ls and their negative impacts on the individuals who pe rrorm the 

crimes. 

Starting from (flv line5 to the end of fl) the shayleh menLioned Lh e 

importance of flehla ,s' (worshiping Allah faithrully and sincere ly ). 

The beginning of (fSr) spells two types of life in the hereafter. The first one is 

the life in the hell and the other one is life in the paradise. 



The prope l"t.y of he ll and the kinds of sulTeri ll gs in It. ha s 1,,:,; 11 sidled ;:-1 
(fSr) .W hereas, the life in the pa ra dise , its properties a nd kinds o f happiness 
a nd joy arc discussed in detail (in the beginning of fSv - f9v lin(3). 

Th e significa n ce o f suppli ea t. ion (du'a') and ack nowl edgment to /\ ll a h is 
discussed from (f9v line4- flOr line 12 ).Th c short epilog ue contai n s the date 
a nd th e name of the MS. 

The sixlh MS from the collection of Tawhfd is tilled as qiladalu a/-kimrn mill 
lazmin 'ala dfni ai-Islam. 'The noble-mindcd exquisites on the obli ga tion of 
Isl a m'. 

Page: it is not pagin ated . IL h as one verso, on e folio and one ree to lI'ith 

additional only two lines from the verso of lhi s folio. Th e numbers of lines arc 
13- 14 . 

Dale: Th e date is written a t the end of this MS. The eomp le t.ion date is I :lS4 
/\.1-1.[1964[ . 

Th e first four lin es arc introduction of the MS. 

The (fl v line 5 - f2r line 7 ) is a detai l discussion on All ah's properly. The verse 
mentioned more than twenty behaviors of /\lIah. 

Th e obligation to believe in messengers of /\lIah and their special properlies 
arc discussed (f2r line 8- f2v line 1). The belief in Prophe t Muhamm ad (PI3UII), 
accepting as the las t a nd the selected from a ll of the I)rophets (P IJUT) arc 
mentioned here. In add ition to this, the I)roph e t Muhammad 's lin eage, h is 
offsp ring and wives a rc li sted by names and a lso hi s compan ion s ' be hav iors 
are discussed (f2v line 2- f3r line 4). 

Th e obligation to believe in the pillars of fait.h, all issues in th e herea fte r 
fatalism and the five pillars of Islam a re discussed (f3r lin e 5 - f3r lin e I :J). 
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The epilogue to the MS is wril.ten in th e last three lin es. The lIame alld the 

co mple tion date arc included he re. 

One of th e informants, Shaylch Ilyas, ass ured tha t the collation of Tuwrtld 

co n s ists of scven separated MS S. But as I have gone throu gh t. he entire 

co llec tion , only six separat.ed MSS have bee n founde d. 

4.6 Khutab AI-Juma' Li-Jami' AI-Sana 

4.6.1. Basic Data and Few Ideas on the MSS . 

The ti tle of the MSS is Khwab al-Juma' Ii-Jam!' al-Sanah the con tribu tion 

has three scpa rated MSS , i.e. threc volumes. ' I' rid ays ' lectures for I h e IVho le 

I"rid ays in the year'. As th e name shows, th ese a rc th c k inds o f lec tulTS a nd 

preaches made by scholars every Friday in the mosqu es. levery leetun; has 

tow pa rts i.e. the fir s t and th e secon d lecture. Th e lec turer eve ry ','rida} 

makes the first lec ture and a fte r taking a breath for abo u t two minue ts on l he 

cha ir , he rises to continue th e seco nd lec ture. This is the I,'richly's S{TITIOn 

held in the mosque. 

,~e hoc has ma de this contribution to serve the Mus lim preachers; scho iars 

a nd ora tors in the f<'ridays' Se rmon. He has prepa red two lectures for each 

Friday of the year. He made Isla mic months as a reference. Thc first lecture is 

for th e first Friday from thc first month i.e. Muharem. The sccond lecture fo r 

this fir s t Friday is also prepa rcd. Like wise, except two I,'r idays , he 'las 

written for each a nd every I,'rid ay of the year two differe nt lectures .. <;·ehoc die.' 

not write the first and the seco nd lec tures for the fourth I,'riday of ,\'a ' bClIl i.e. 

the e ighth month in Islamic colander. I\fter he has written thc lec tu res fo r l he 

third Friday of ,~a'ban, he direc tly, leaving the forth Friday's lec turc , \'.en l{, 

lhe first Friday's lectures of I~emadall. He also left th e scco nd leelure f~(]rr. 

fo rth Friday in I~ aja b , the seven th m onth of Islam ic calendar. Th is gap can be 

easily identified from the MS , I a lso initially have told by Shaylch lI er.s. m'. 

inform a nt, upon interview. 



A~ mentioned abovc th e contribution ha s thrce ~cparatc vo lumes , MSS. I':ac h 

MS conta in s four month~ I"ridays' lecturcs. 

La nguage: a ~ a lmos t, a ll of thc ,\·cho':'s works , th c cont.ribution is wriLten In 

a s tandard [rom of c la ssical Arabic . Thc c nt.ire work is in the form of prose . 

Page: the con tribution is paginated with diffcrent h andwriting from t.hat of 

copy ist's. Thc first and thc second volumes paginatcd wilh a pen , while the 

t.hird is in in k . The MSS have recto and vcrso. 

The first volumc 161, thc seco nd 130 and th e lhird havc 153 page~ 

res pectively. 

Da le: lhc dale of lhc contribulion is not wrillcn. 

4.6.2. Physical Features. 

Modern paper 22x1 5.5cm em, lcol redo and verso, blank ink except the 

months' name , lhe number of Fridays and some Punelua Lion made with red 

ink. Thc handwriting is legible a nd readable. I-lard carton covered. I<:ach pa ge 

contains 12 - 16 lincs . Thc sccond and thc third volume havc 6 and 8 li nes at 

the lasl page of eac h respectively. 

4.6.3. Linguistic Features. 

The conlribution is wrillcn in classical Arabic. Ils grammalical, syntacti c an e 

lexical usages arc in a slandard form . It has no any morphologi cal and othc 

kinds of 'ajami usagcs. 



4.6.4 Content Analysis with Brief Descriptions. 

The rirsl vo lume slarls wilh supplicalions made by ,<;'ehoc, which should be 

done arler the rirsl Adhan (call lo prayers). Th e supp li ealions arc rour' in 

numbers, each or lhem arc made arler the rirsl IIdhan or rour consecutive 

Juma' oj Muharrem, the rirsl monlh or Islamic ca le ndar (pp. 1-2). 

The rirsl leelure ror the rirsl JUl110' or the rirsl monlh, Mhuharral11, slar'ts lIith 

a rasl in lroduclion, a nd lhen il mentio ns some imporlanl hislOrical issues 

laking place in this month. The importance or Good deeds and leaving a ll bad 

things, repentance to Allah before death, hating hypocrisy a nd t.o be nearer 

lo believers and to be rar rrom hypocrisy (pp.3-6) . Th e end or the rirsl leClure 

is suppliealions and praise to Allah. The second leeture st.arts with the 

inlroduelion jusl by givi ng praises to Allah, blessi ngs lO prophel Muhammad 

(PI3UI I) and hi s companion. l ie lhen mentioned abo ut dealh a nd ils nearness 

rorm man kinds, so be alert and do good lhings s u ch as trust in one Allah , 

pat.ience e lc, and be rar rrom all bad lhings, such as ealing (Laking) the wea llh 

or orphans a nd others. Al th e end the supplicalion s and blessings on prophet. 

(MP8H) arc done. 

Almosl in a ll leclurcs or I"ridays, lhc beginnings and the endings or lecLUres 

arc the same, i.e . il slarls with the name or Allah most gracious and most 

mereirul, wishing Allah's blessings a nd peace be upon Prophet Muhammad. 

Al the end, the dirferent s uppliea lions, All a h's blessings and peace be upon 

Prophet Muhammad and all his compa nions , and roll owers arc done 

regularly. Because or lhese beginning and ending simi laril ies , I only trl' to 

wrile the main lopies or lhe lec tures only. 

The second Friday's leelure rrom the rirst month, Muharral11. 

The rirs t lecture is the advice ror human spiril lo obey Allah's order and 

rorbid the spiril rrom bad and illegal lhings. This monlh is a holy month, so 

lhatAlla h orders us lo do m ore good lhin gs to gelllis love. In lurn, Ili s lo\'e 

helps lo gel the highest paradise. 



Whereas, a pe rson who do not. obey Allah's order; rat.her , he simpl v SIW lld s 

hi s tim e wishing good things withou t perfo rming any good deeds , he wi ll be in 

the he ll (pp. 13- 16 ). 

The seco nd lecture is abo ut u n cou nta ble graces w hi c h Allah gave for human 

bein·gs a nd the importance of prese ntin g co ntinuous pra ises t.o J\lla h . In doing 

so All ah will in creases his grace to a ll thankful persons (pp . 19 -2 I). 

The third Friday's lecture of the first month, Muharram (pp. 23-30). The firs t 

lec ture is on requiring Alla h 's love by worsh iping llim a ll time. On the other 

ha nd there arc s ome persons who a rc the sa me as animals. Th ey did not 

recognize wh a t they a rc doing. Allah 's abhorre nce a n d hate become on such 

pe rsons for the ir bad deeds (pp-24 -25). The seco nd lecture is about thi s 

world's life. The life in this world pa ssed quickly a nd a ll hum a n beings 

transferred to other li fe w ith in a s hort period. The life in this \\'orld , without 

Allah's fear ing is just playing (pp.29 -30). 

The fourth ["riday 's lecture of the fir s t month , Muharram (pp30-37). Th e first 

lec ture is the importance of Allah 's fearing to ge t his love and a ll good th ings. 

Th e benefit in this world is for a s hort pe riod (pp. 31 -32). 

The second lecture is about th e promises human be ing make to worship J\llah 

and protect themselves from fa lse te stim ony and a ll forb idden th ings (pp.36 -

37). 

The first "riday 's lectu re of the second month, '$aJar (pp.37 · 4 5). The fi rs t 

lectu re is Allah's fearing and worsh iping llim . It blames per-sons lea ve 

wo rs hipin g fdlah and spending the ir times opposing Allall's order (pp.:l2 -40). 

The secon d lec ture is the im porta nce of prayer (Salat) , knowledge and of be in g 

fa r from w hat All ah is forbidd en (pp 43-45). 
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Th e second I"riday's lee lure of the month o r Sa/ar (pp.lJf> ;i:l). '1'1,,; firsl lecture 

is about a person w ho presents a ll bad d eeds a nd e rim inuls to his so ul , hi s 

soul wi ll be d ead, while who spe nds we ll deeds on hi s soul , hi s soul becomes 

c lea n. 1)0 not. fo rget, a ll huma n beings good or bad deeds arc n:eorded by 

Angels so th at they become lI·itnesses in th e he reafter . Thi s wodd will be 

va nished soon , while, the li fe in the he rea fu:r is lon g las l in g and ne ver 

van ished. 1\ fooli s h ma n is th e man who se ll s the long last ing life lO buy t.he 

vanished life. Th e wise pe rson is just the opposite of th e above, lI·h o tl-ies t.o 

buy the long lasting li fe by dong good th ings in this world. Ilc wise, t.he true 

life is a li fe a fte r here (pp.1J6 -48). 

The second lecture spells thall\ lIa h sent for you prophet Muhammnd (1'llUI I) 

1.0 s how you the path of be li ef a nd ri ghteous. Follow this pa th do 11 01 bn:a k il.. 

At th is time bad deeds arc spread s u ch as injustice, unfa irness, bribCI)' e tc . 

try to be on the correct way . Do not a s sist a ny bad deeds (pp.51 ;1/.) . 

The third I,'riday's lectu re of Ihc month of Sa/ar (pp. 53 -6?). The firs lectulT 

s tates th a t I\lIah creates you and makes Ili s entirc bonus on yo u. lie also 

s hows you all the paths thal bring Allah's love. What ever you did bad or· 

good, big or small wi ll be measured by All a h t.o pay you based on your mnJ 

job. f3 e aware! Turn you r face to All a h , because there is no oth er ways (pp. 55 · 

56). 

The second lecture: you mankind, fol low what Allah and prophet. Muhamma d 

(l'flU II ) ordered you, be t.hankful to Allah, He knows a ll what you a rc doin g 

a nd thinking so do on ly good things. I~emember, there is the l-csurreetion in 

front o f Allah. If your deed is good , Al lah pays you by mUltiply in g lhese gooe 

deeds ma ny times. If your deeds arc ba d, l ie pays you only what nlU hal'c 

done (pp.60 ·61). 

The fourth Friday's lec ture of the month of .')a/ar (pp. 62 7 1). Th e first leeturc 

is aboul human be ings life in this world, the life in th e grave and the life a flc 



IT SLlIT( 'C II Oll. Tlt c sal "iltlOn IS only rOl- whorn rollows /\II ,III's 11.1 \ , P(:,-I'Orlli 

p,-ayns, an d g ive c harity to I he need y c te. To the opposite, who do nol believe 

in Allah a nd not fol low I-li s orde rs wi ll be in the hell (pp .6:l (6) . Th e s econd 

lecture: a t th is t ime ba d d eeds arc become many in numbers an d al the sa me 

time obvious. To be far from these, lea rn about herearter which in IU I-n hel ps 

to gel. All a h's love and rea r. I ~ ee itc the phrase - Salla/dhu '!\ a iyi-ti Wasallwn. 

- meanin g 'peace and bl ess ings upon I'rophet Muharnm a d ' these arc the 

bases ror sa Iva tion (pp. 69-70). 

I"irst I"rid ay's lecture of the month or I<abj'ni a/-!\wwo/ (pp .7 1 S I). Th e rirst 

lecture: do whatever your lord Allah ordered you. Keep vourselr Hway I'rom a ll 

what Allah ha s rorb idden you. This month is a blessin g a nd a prosperity 

month. Beca use, Prophet Muh a mmad (PBUII) be born in thi s month (pp 7 3 

75).Th e second leelure : Allah se nt ror you prosperities a nd blessings accept 

all or them (pp.79 -80). 

The second l<'rid HY 's lecture or thi s month (pp.S 1-93). 

The seco nd lecture is a bout sa ints . 1I 0w they worsh ip Allah a nd how All a h 

has given them success and prosperity in a ll aspects (pp 83-85). The second 

lecture : This life is not a long life; the death is in rront or you it is very ncar. 

Ilow many persons we h ave seen , left their wealth, ramily and a ll what they 

co llected . Turn your race to Allah. Make repenta nce to All ah. li e is mere iru l 

(pp 90 -91) . 

The third I"riday's lecture or th is month (pp. 93 - 1 03). 

The rirst lecture: Wo rship Allah always. Do a ll goods so that J\ lIah loves you. 

Do not rollow yo ur o\\'n sense leaving J\lIah 's orders a nd teachings behind 

(pp.94 -96). The second lec ture: do not break yo ur promi se, keep your trust be 

justice a nd reme mber the day or resLl'-rect ion (pp 102 - 1(3). 

The fourth Friday's lectures or the month or th is month (Pl'. 104 · I 13. 



The fi r~ st lecLure: is Lhe imporLance of (zuhud) ' to feu r Aiiah in titis world, trust 

in Alla h a nd Lo leave pleasure in world ly Lhings'. Knoc k All a h 's door by 

pcrfo rming a ll good Lhings and leavi n g ba d deeds. (pp . I 0 5 ~ 1(7). Th e seco nd 

leeLure is Lhe impor Lan ee of Lha nkfu ln ess and repe nLa nce to Al la h and the 

s ign ifica nce of Lhankfuln ess a nd re penLanee Lo Alla h . 

The fir sL Friday's leeLure o f Lhe monLh o f l?abi 'ni a/-rani (pp.1 13- 124 ). The 

first leclure disc u ssed a boul lh e correel fa ilh, lh e crforts shou ld be exerl.ed to 

perfo rm Allah's order and w h a t kind of preparatio n should be don e fo r th e life 

of herea rte r . Boasting in one' s falher or lineage is nol a beh a vior of Muslim s 

(pp.II'l-1 17). 

Th e second leet.u re: Oh ! You sla ves of Alla h. Kee p yo urse lf away from wha l 

Allah's forbid yo u. Give a nd relurn all r ighls lo Lh e own ers . Do nol breach 

your faiLh (pp. 12 0 - 121 ). 

Th e seco nd Friday'S lec lu rc of lhi s monlh (pp.124- 133). Th e firsL lee lu re : Il is 

necessary 1O fo llow Islam ic palh a nd law. How one ca n ha ppy in Lhis world 

leav ing lh e h erea fler be hind \\'hile you arc wa le hing many kings have been 

arresled in Lhe Lomb. How ca n you afraid your God, you have don e m a ny 

Crimes (pp. 126- 12 7) .The second Ice lure is almosl a bou l lhe piely (pp. 128 -

129) . 

Th e lhird Frid ay' s leeLure of lhis monLh (pp. 133- 148). Th e firsl leelure spell s 

Lh e necess iLy of a dherence and loya lLy La Is lamic law and a eon linuous 

wo rs hiping lo Alla h. As Lhe resulL of lhese Allah wi ll make you t.o enler lhe 

paradise. The properlies of parad ise arc d iscussed in d elai l. II lo ng advi ce is 

also give n Lo c rimina ls to make Lhem relurn lo lhe correc L pa Lh . Th e 

im portancc of knowled ge and rit.u a l rec iLation (dhikr) rs a lso discu ssed 

(pp.134 - 138). Th e second leelu re s Lresses on lhe meanin g a nd benefiLs o f 

pieLY, the grace o f All a h Lowards mankind and Lhankfulness Lo Allah. The 
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irn po r-t a ncc ()( rC pt ~ ll t.d JJ CC d lld til c bCJJ\.: ;i:.s o f Is lalTl ct1~lJ di sc~ss('d h e rT 

(pp. 144-146). 

Th e fourth Friday's lectu re of this month (pp. 148- 1( 1) . The first lecture ra ises 

different issues. S uch as the significance of p iety, the benefits of obedience to 

All ah and endeavor in the \I·ay of Allah , the obligation to treal on es parents , 

kinships, orphans, the needy and othe rs we ll , the imporLanee of remembe rin g 

the difficu lties in the herea fter if you died with your crim inals , and th e 

importa nce of preparing ourselves for resurrection to sec Allah 's fa ce (pp. 149 

153).Th e second lecture is d iscussed that why human beings arc created, t he 

kinds of favors that All ah h as g ive n to mank ind and the importance of 

repenta nce from all sins (pp . 158- 1( 1). 

Here is the end o f the first volume. 

Th e first Icri day's lecture of the month of Jumadu al-ula. (pp. I - I I) . The first 

lecture of this Icriday is abou t piety . The most piety persons in his wor ld arc 

saints . The characteristics of saints arc discussed. The advices arc givcn for 

crilliina ls and the obligation to return to Allah through repentan ce before 

death and regressIOn come (pp.2 -5).Th e second lecture dea ls \I·ith the 

importance of following Is lamic law, the way of Prophet Muhammad (l'I3Ul-l) 

and the path of great saints. The benefit being humiliating to Alla h (pp.9 - 10) . 

The second Friday's lecture of thi s month (pp.1 2 -24). 

Th e first lecture deals w ith some important behaviors of faithful such as: 

stead fastness at the time of problems, thankfulness at th e time of joy, trust 

in Allah, and etc. The properties o f h ell and paradise, the importance of good 

deeds and s incerity arc discussed here (pp. 13 - 17). Th e second lectu re IS 

about properties of the life of this wo rld and hereafter, the importance of 

in vestigation and deta il exa min at io n of why hum a n be ings came to thi s 

world, wh o brought him and th e importance of k nowledge (pp.21 -23). 
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The t. h ird Friday 's lectu re of t.hi s m ont.h (p" .L' i 34 ). Tli e ri r.,.;1 I"c rtl n ' i~ l il e 

comparison be tween the life o f t.h is world and the hereafter. The obliga t.ion t.o 

follow I\ lI ah's order and ways of Prophet Muhammad (1'llU II) , t.o help r"t.hers 

and mothers, kinships and the needs, to participate in on ly legal bu s inesse s 

and to abandon a ll unlawful thing such as false testimony ("". 25 27 ).The 

second lecture spells on th e creation of heavens, eart.h and mankind. I\nd 

I\lIah sent to you different sac red books to be guida n ce for you. 1\11 these and 

other good things arc a b!Cs s in g from I\lIah so do not perform any forbidden 

things (pp.31 -33). 

The fourth Friday's lecture of this month (pp.34-42) . The firs lecture is the 

obligation to believe in I\lIah, in Muhammad (PllUII) as he rs a la st 

me ssenger, 111 Allah's word -sacred books- and to do good things to inheri t 

paradise. The detail discussion is made on the benefits of death for who 

inherit the paradise and the disasters of death for disbe lievers (pp.3 5-T7).Th e 

second !ceture is about the exti n ction of this wo rld, the satisfaction on what 

in your hand, lega l busines s, the necessary knowledge for your life and th e 

importance of ritual recitation (dhilcrj (ppAO-41). 

The first Friday's !ceture of t he month of jumad a/-alchira (pp.43-51 ). The first 

lecture is the necessity of obeying Allah's order and abandoning what Allah 

has forbidd e n . Remember, death makes a ll persons equal ,the only difference 

is one who pe rform good deeds will get espec ial prize ,while who perform bad 

things will be punished in hell (pp.44-46).Th e second lecture is the obligation 

to recite the phrase peace a nd b!cssings of I\llah be on Prophet Muhamm a d 

(P13UI-J) and its benefit (pp. 50-51 ). 

The second Friday's !ceture of this month (pp. 51 -59) . 

The first lecture states that any crim inal performed by you never ha r ts I\llah. 

I-Ie is a sufficient from your worship the benefit is you r own self. In addition , 

the !ceture states about the death and its impact among human bein g . 

Important a dvice is also gi" en to prepare our se lves before being too late I. e. 



before cie<lLh (iJP 52-54 ). ·I·ne seuilid lecture i" aiJout p; ,.ly and il s iJ<'ncills 

prohibition of followin g the ways of hell a nd importance of reci tin g tile phrClse 

peace an d blessings be upon l'rophct Muh am m a d (1' ll Ul l) (pp. 58 -59). 

The third I<'riday's lecture of thi s month (pp .59 -66) . 

The first lecture sta te s that if anyone spends <til of his tim e to fu lfill onl\' 

worldly desin: his end wi ll be surly in the h el l. If yo u do th e oppos ite , you will 

be in the parad ise (pp .6 1-62).The seco nd lecture: if anyone wants to inherit 

paradise, he shou ld fol low the path of Prophet Muhammad (I ' llUll) (pp 63-

(5). 

Th e fo urth Friday's leclure of this month (pp 66-73). 

Th e first lecture is about the importa nce and benefits of piet\ · and 

knowledge, the pronigates and their des tiny in the h e reafte r, and the 

piousness and their benefits in the hereafter (pp.6 7-69). The second lecture is 

about prevention o f ourselves from the deception of this vanish world (pp.73). 

The first r'riday's leeturc of th e month Rajab (pp.74 -82). 

The first lecture states tha t the numher of pious persons and keen s lighl.er 

a rc beeomc very s mall, w hi le the unnecessary arguments, lies , false 

testimo nies ,c rimes and unlawful things arc increas ing very much and you 

w il l leave Proph e t Muhammad 's (PBUl-l) way. l~emember what ever you did 

you will sec, therefore pay allcn lions for caeh a nd every single works of y()U 

(pp.75 -76). The second lec ture is the importance of good deeds; multiple 

rewards a rc given what ever the kinds of good deeds. I\bout Hamadull and it s 

benefits a n d the obli ga tion to leave c rimes arc discussed (pp.7S -79). 

The s econd Friday's lecture of this month (pp.82 -90). 

The first lecture is the importan ce of th a nkfulness to I\llah for Ili s gra ce and 

blessings on us, and of straggles and holy wars. The othe r point rnention ed 

here is the destiny of human being s hould not be the life of this world (rp83-

84).The second lecture: th e discussion is on the behavior of ne"li"cnce b .-, 

towards worship and the be nefits of repentance (pp .88-89). 
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Th e third I'riday's lec tures o f this month (pp.91 - 1 (0). 
The fir s leclure is o n importance a nd benerit o f piety and on negligence an d 
its misfortune . Ilow human bein gs fo rget th e log process a nd journe\' of 
herea n.e r. How a pe r so n, fo rgctting th c difficulties in the he reafu: r. pe l'form 
crim es. Thcse idcas arc discussed in detail (pp . 92 -94). Th e second lecture is 
on .Lh e obligation o f rec iting peace and blessings of Alla h be u po n Proph et 
Muhamma d (PBUH). Th e w rite r in thi s sec tion sa id that s trict at tenti on 
s hould be given to the dea th. He a lso men t ions the ho liness of th is month 
a nd the im portance of performing many good things in this month (pp.98 -99 ). 

Th e fou rth Friday's lecture of th is month (pp. l 00- 1 (4). Th e lec tu re in thi s 
Friday is o nly one , the first lecture . Th e attention should be g iven to death , 
tomb and the life in the h e rea fter . Do not be deceived by the wealth o f thi s 
world, a ll will be vani s hed (pp. 101 - 103) . 

The first r"riday's lectures of the month of ,~'a ' b{m (pp . l 04- 11 2). Th e first 
lecture is about the hypoc rite and its d isadva ntage, death a nd hel l. and love 
of wea lth (pp.l05- 107).The second lecture states that th e importan ce of 
following the Qur'an (A llah's word s) a nd the way of Prophet Muhammad 
(1'I3UH). dhikr (ritual rec ita tion) and th e adva ntages a nd benefits of this 
month and th e kin d of worsh ip to be done in the month (pp . l 10- 1 I I I. 

The second Friday's lec tures of this mo n t h (pp.l 12-1 19). Th e first Ice t u lT 
deals with the benerits o f obeying Allah 's orde r , th e impoctance o f 
remembering death and what wi ll huma n be in gs face in the he rea fte r. end , 
th e bene fit of do ing good things (pp.11 3 - 11 4 ).ln t he seco nd lecture lhe '. ': r ;ter 
compares betwee n the ben e fit s which can be gotte n by obey in g AII ,, '1 's (Jrd ': rs 
a nd the loss by neglec t ing Ili s orders. Also few im porta nt issues \"hieh h " ve 
take n place in thi s m onth arc m entioned (pp.17-118). 

Th e third F'riday's lectures of this month (pp.1 19 - 130). 



The first lecture deals with lew import.anl t.asks which iead 10 p~ll' ;lcllse i.llld 

a nolher few lasks wh ic h lead lo hel l. Th e benefils and importance of truth, 

lile problem a nd harm o f falsehood are d iscussed in dct.ail (pp .120 122). The 

second Icc lure deal s w ith dilTerenl issues s uch as how Allah crates hum a n 

beings, Hi s bless ing on m a nkind , Hi s ques lion to h uman be in g of his life 

whet.h e r hc / s hc spends in doing good or bad in orde r to award or punis h cmd 

cte .. Thi s sec lion also co nlai n s th e dign ily of the month of ,(,'a' han and the 

be nefils lha l human bc ings can gel fro m il (pp. 125- 129) . 

Th is is thc end o f vo lume lwo. 

The fou rth Friday 's Ieelure in thi s monlh is not wr it len . 

Thc firsl Friday' s lec tures of the month of Ramadan (pp. I - 12 ). Th e fi rs t 

lec ture is all about the holy m o lh of l<amadan. The benefi ts ca n be gotten in 

t. his month disc ussed in dclail. The obligalion lo in crease th e l\'pe and 

number of worsh ips and to abandon lotally any kind of c riminals a nd a ll 

unneces sa ry things s h ou ld be give n up. In lhi s monlh, th e saint.s and lh e ir 

followers spend a ll of lhe ir lime in wo rshiping All ah (pp.2 5).The seco:ld 

leelure deals with worshi pping Allah lea ds to paradi se , wh ich is a lo ng laS li:lg 

never va nis h, while w ho spends his time in colleelin g th e benefil of lh is 

world ly life, his benefit is for a shorltime it wi ll be vanished soon (pp.l 0 - 1 1: . 

The second J"riday's Ieelures of lhis month (pp. 13 -24 ). Th e fi" sl Iec u;re 

comparcs belwee n the bene fil and con seque nec of obedience lo Alla h 's orc:: r 

and the bad and evil consequences of performing objectiona ble a nd forb idd c: n 

lh in gs . The compari son is a lso done be tween this world a nd th e he reafl ·~ r. 

The g races lhal All a h m a kes on lhi s h o ly monlh a nd the impOrlan l lhi r. SS 

done by Alla h in lhi s mOlh h ave a lso been discussed h e re (pp.1 4-16J.T'le 

second lec t u re deals with piely a nd its un eounlabl e be nefits the dCl," i1 

prope rli es of p<;raci isc and so me importa nt worships in thi" holy 'T.O t-,th 1: ~(' 

ri t ual rec ita tion reciling holy Qur'an s uppli ca tion and elc. (p p. 2 1-22) . 

The lhird I<'riday's lec tu res of lh is ho ly month (pp.24 -32). 



Th e fir s L lecLure dca ls wilh tl'l e o llj ec Li ve 0 1 th e c rca lioll o f ilU rniln b,:in gs an d 

j inns the misc hid be havi o r of t hi s s hort lived world and the bl essin gs whi c h 

/\llah gives in this holy month (pp. 25 -26).The second lee l u re gives a d n ail 

asser tion s to the bendits that /\llah puts in this holy month , and what /\ lla h 

prepa red for whom they spend their a ll times in worshiping I lim in this ho ly 

I~amadan (pp.31 -3 2 ). 

The fourLh Friday' s lectures o f th is holy month (pp.33-43) . 

The first lecture s tates that th is t ime is th e end of th e world so that many bad 

things and criminal s arc performed now and then. Do not be deceived by lhis 

short lived life, but do for the hereafter. Th is h o ly month lefts t\m group s of 

people. The first group spe nt all of their time in worshiping /\llah and good 

deeds. The othe l" group just the oppos ite o f that o f the fir s t. Th e bendils an d 

losses of eaeh arc discussed h er (pp .34-:l7) . 

The second lecture is the importance of /\ lI ah 's fearing and its be nefils. The 

blessings and the illumination given to the persons who enter paradise arc 

discussed (pp.40-42). 

The fifth Friday's lecture of this holy month (pp.43 -54). 

The first lecture stresses on blessings and graces made in this holy mon l h, 

Ule rewards given to obedience and the importance of repentance of wr0 r,g 

doers have been see n in detail (pp.45-47). Th e second lecture is aboul lhe 

pa radise and its blessings and graces that /\lIah prepares for obedience .Fe w 

adviees arc given to disobedience (pp. 5 1-53). 

The first I<'riday 's lectures of the month of .~aww6.1 (pp.54 -65). 

The firs lecture deals with the importance of keeping the prom ises lhOi l 

human being made to worship /\lIah and follow I'rophet Muhammad (PI3 L' 1 i ), 

the death and resurrection and thc graccs prepared lO th e follO\n:rs () f 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUII) by /\lIah in the hereafter (pp .S5-58). The secon d 

leelure is the obli gation to follow Isla mic way , to abandon unlawful \\'ca i·.h 



co llec tio n like wealth of orphans, to reme mber d ea lh a nd 10 milk( · 1"( Pdl'di iul, 

fo r th e he rea fter by doin g good Lhin gs (pp.62 -6 4). 

Th e second Friday 's IecLure of Lh is month (pp .65-74). 

Th e first lecLure is thc vanishing of Lhis world includin g hum a n be in gs, whaL 

I\lIah m a kes in Lh is world is simply Lo LesL human beings lO sec wh et.her th ey 

arc. doing good or bad. Why human beings forgoL his dealh a nd n :ll.lrn to his 

c rca Lor'? Why do not recognize the desLinaLion of w ho were before him'? suc h 

and such similar question arc raised here (pp.66-68).The second leeLure 

sta Les that the most useful ta sk In Lhis world is to obey I\ lla h's ord e r, foll ow 

Proph e L Muhammad's (P13UJ-I) way and love h im , pieLy <ul d fea rin g Lo I\ll a h 

(pp . 72 -7 3) . 

The Lhird l"riday's lecture of this monLh (pp.74-82). 

The firs lecture deals with deferent issues such as: obey ing I\ll a h 's ord e r , 

I\bandoning whaL I\llah has forbidden, the importance of doing good befo rc 

Lhe com in g of death, the Lha nkfuln ess for any kid of I\llah s bles s ings a nd l he 

firmn ess aL the Lime of any misforLune (pp.7 5-77) .The second leeLu re is a bo u l 

the importancc of following Islamic way, the van ishing of this world , the morc 

you spend your time Lo collect this worldly wealth, th e more you be ups et. 

S a ti s fac tion on what you have owned is much beller. Sea rc hin g necessa ry 

knowledge and doing legal Lask arc an obligaLion on everv individua l (pp. 8 0 -

8 J) . 

Th e fourLh Friday's lecture in this month (pp.82-90). 

The firsL lec ture is an important advice especia lly for the herea fLer. The \\ ' ~iLe 

said that, have not you seen ! Your grandfaLhe rs, m others, fri ends , <o nd 

rela tives, where arc Lhey'? J\ll of Lhem pa ssed away. Il ow a ll of the se p rae l :ea l 

ad vices make you noL Lo abandon crimes (pp .84 -85).The s econd lec Lu re IS 

a bouL fulfilling the promise we made Lo worship J\ll a r.. t he re lu rnin g <o m 

kind of trust Lo the owner ,Lhe abandoning of any kind of false les li m o ny . l h l 

remembrance of the life of hereafter and make preparation for iL (p p. 8 8 -89 l. 



T he first Fri day 's ieCiu res of the m onth 0 1 yhu ai Qi 'du (p p .YU <J'J). 

Th e fir s leet.ul'e eont.ains two main issues the posit.ion of human beillgs was 

the sa me as the posillon of angles. [Jut now, in this wor ld, becau se of lheir 

works, their posit.ion is tota lly cha nged. l3ased own their works one group 

inheril paradise and other group the hell. The fi rst group beca u se of their 

obedience to I\llah 's order and good deeds they return 10 their or iginal pl a ce 

i.c . paradise. The other group as the result of their wrong doin g, guilt and 

disbelieve in I\llah, they will en te r hell (pp .91 -93) . The second lec ture d eals 

with the importance of piety, obedience, abandoning a ll guilt; knowledge and 

dhikr (ritua l recitation) (pp .9 7 .98). 

The second I<'riday's lectures of this month (pp .99- 1 0 5 ). 

The fi rs lecture states that the main intention in th is world shou ld be to get 

I\llah's love through obeying him and following Prophet Muhammad 's way 

(I'IHJl I). fkmember Islam is simple and practical reli g ion. Th e prin c iple 

regarding this is not selecting the hard way , whil e the simple or easy one IS 

pos sible . The true life is th e life of hereafter (pp . 1 00- 1 0 I) . Th e s econ d lecture 

deals with the holiness of thi s month the importance o f using this 

opportunity to do be tter things (p.104). 

The third Priday's lectures of this month (pp.1 05- 1 14). 

Th e first lecture is abou t the g roup of human being~> regurding ,heir behav ior. 

The first group refers those whose benefits extend to other persons. These 

kinds of person arc th e head of all human beings. Th e second group is who 

never harms others. This is a good person . The third group is whose wi c ked 

and mischief transferred to others. The best scholars arc \\'ho knows a bou t 

Allah and his messenger Muhammad (pI3 UJ-l) wh e re as the mOS l ignora nce 

persons arc those that of the opposite of the above. 

Adhere to Allah's fearing and adhkar (Plural of dhikl1 ritua l recitcl'.io ns 

(pp. 106-1 07).The second lecture concerns to the crforts shou ld be exerte d by 

all human beings to return their original place i.e. paradise. The only rr. car. s 



t.o gel t. i1 i~ chance is o l>eY lI lg /\113 h 's ord er a nd giving I hc ulJlig;ILor n gnt s l(J 

/\llah 's a n gles, human be in gs, jinn a nd anim a ls (p.1 12 ). 

The fourlh Friday's lee LUres oflhis monlh (pp.IILJ ~ 1 23). 

Th e firs l lee lure deal s wilh the vila li ly of pie ly , foll ow ing Is lamic way, dl]i /cr 

(rilu al recila lion) and o f be ing in a slale of good beha vior , /\boul dea l.h a nd 

whal is ha ppening a fte r dea lh is disc u ssed. /\ person who spe nds his life in 

doin g ba d , wron g and d isro bin g /\llah's order wil l be punished and suffered in 

lhe he ll. Wh ereas a person w ho spend s hi s life in doing goods , worshipi ng 

/\lIah and aba ndonin g wha l /\lla h ha s forbidden will be re \\ 'a rded in lh e 

pa radise (pp.1 1 3 ~ 11 7 ). Th e secon d leelure emphasi s on obey in g /\ ll a h 's ()["(j cr­

and performing the fi ve prayers a t their initia l times (p. 12 1). 

The firsl Friday's leclures of the monlh of Dhu al~ llijjah, the lasl monl.h of lhe 

Islamic ca lendar (pp.1 23~ 13 1). 

The fi rs l Iccture is aboul lru s t in Allah, firmness in obedi c nce of /\ lIah 's ordc r , 

lhankfulness lo Allah in all cond ilions. The life in lhis wor ld is very shorl don 

nol be dece ived . You can nol burden the punishmenls if you do not prepare 

yourself fo r the hereafle r. Obey Allah's order and follow Pro ph e l Muhammad's 

(pI3UII) way , before you died (pp. 1 2'1 ~ 1 25).The second Iee lu re is about lh e 

mOnLh ilself. /\d a m, Ibra him and all prophels (pea ce and ble ssi ngs be upon 

lhem) visiled Mekka a t lhis monlh . Give and relurn all rig hts to the own ers in 

order lo be peace wi lh Alla h in th is world a nd in the hereafle r (pp . 129 ~ 130) . 

The second I,' rid ay's leclure s o f I.his month (pp. 131 ~ 138). 

The first lec lure numerales somc imporlanl phenomenon taken place in lhis 

mOnLh. Th e monlh also eonl.a in s some holy days. /\11 lhese should inili ale us 

to do good lhings especia lly fe eding lhe starved ones. /\bandon all bad things 

especially fa lse leslimony (pp . 132~ 133). Th e second lec Lure stales thal lhe 

obligation of searching paradi se lhrough pielY and good decds, fearin g hell 
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and fire throug h abanl10ning all what /\Ilah has f"rbiddcn. ill II,i" rlllln: il do 

many good things s u c h as: hospitability for guest.s, c reate a good relation 

with relat.ive s e tc. (p . 137 ). 

Th e t.hird "'r iday's lectures of thi s month (pp 138 146) . 

The first lecture deal s with abandon ing all for bidden things and guilt and 

m a king repenta nce before death . r·'or prospe rity follow the way of prophet 

Muhammad (PBU I I) (pp. 139- 140) .The second lecture is on the holiness of this 

month, as a result , all good things and obedience's to /\Ilah arc give n multiple 

rewards. Moreover, yo ur criminals will be dismissed by /\lI a h , the mos t 

mercy. Learn about your rel igion, recite adhlwr and do not folio\\' the path of 

non -righteous persons (pp . 144 - 14 5 ). 

The fourth Friday's lectures of thi s month, the end of the last volume (pp. 146-

153). 

The firs lecture deals with the importance of piety and preparing ourselves to 

the most certain and sure issue i.e. death. The preparation should be in 

doing good things, loving and following Prophet Muhammad (f'llU II) , and 

obeying the commands of /\Ilah (pp.147 - 148).The second lecture deals wit.h 

the obligation to scrutinize what has been done in the past to take into 

account the good things a nd to make improvement. on what. was bad . 

I~emember you arc going to die , any kind of reward or punishment. wi ll be 

based on only your work. 1)0 not be deceived in this world; do for the 

hereafter (pp. 15 1- 152). 
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4.7. Manzuma 

4.7. 1 Basie Data a n d Few Introd uctory Ideas on th e 

Mal1zuma MSS. 

Th e contr ibution consists of five volume MSS. This eonlt-ibulion is very long 

poetical work, which is almost a ll part of it wrillen by .~eho(; . Only a few 

manzumal arc w ritten by others. Out of 2 17 manzumal (th e p lural of 

manzuma), five are wrillen by Sayd Busra, the faLher of .~eho{; . 

The LiLies of these arc: Sallalahu ' lIaiyhi Wasallam 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

IIllahumma Salli 'ala Muhammad Mubarilca al-Salamu 'alilca. 

Salalu J?bi dhi al-,lalal 'ala al-Mulchlari dhi al-lcamal. 

IIllahumma Salli 'ala Muhammad Jamal al-'alam 

IIllahumma Salli 'ala Muhammad Jamal al-' alam 

Ya Rabbi ,S'alli 'ala Muhammad walcadha ai-Salam Ma'abi IIhmad. 

,S'alla Allahu 'ala salla-lIllahu 'ala Muhammad Jamal al-' ala (on e of 

my informants, Shaylch lIyas). 

There is also other four mal1.zumal parts of them arc wrillen by .~ehoc and the 

other parts are written by others. 

These four manzumat arc ca lled mukhwnmasal means five li n e poems which 

arc composed of onc long line and threc short liens. 

The LiLies of these are: 

,'lalla Allah 'ala Muhammad ,'lalla IIllah 'ala Muhammad 

Muhammed 'alami al-huda Muhammad. 
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The aut.hor 01' t he long lines in th is manzwna is ,';'ihabdu at I) in al I)a niy, 

whereas th e three short lin es be tween eae h long lines poem arc writ.ten by 

,\-e hoc . 

• A/-Salal we a/-SlCim, a/-Sa/al we a/-Slam 'a/a a /-Nabi 'stwyru al 

anam 

• Sa/alu ai-Allah Salamu ai-Allah 'ala jami 'i al-'alamin Muh ammad 

in we 'alihi wa Sahbihi al-Mulcarrami. 

Likewise, these two manzumal, th e long line poems arc wrillen by al - Dan iy 

wh ile, the s h ort lines betwee n them arc writte n by ,~choc, 

Th e fourth manzuma litled : 

• Awayyo Salam 'alaylc Awayyo Salam 'alaylc ,S'alawalu ai-allah 

'alay lc. 

Th e long line poe ms arc wrillen by ,Jama lu a i-Din al -Anniy. 

Th e short lines poems arc \Hitten by,<;ehoc. 

There is one Mukhesms Mam:uma included in the ,~ehoc's m a nzu mat tilled :­

• Bismi a l-Allahi ai-Rahman ai-Rahim 

/3ismi al-Allahi ai-Rahman al- Rahuim Allahum."1e Sa IIi 'ala Zaynu 

al-Wujudi. 

Th e long poems arc wrillen by J amalu a i-Din a l-I\nniy. While the short line 

poems a rc wrillen by one of the d isciples of ,~ehoc called Shay/~h Besir ,Jimm a 

(Shaykh lIyas). 

The othe r a ll manzumal arc wrillen by ,~ehoc (S/1aylch Ilyas , [fuji Negas 

,Shaykh ,\-ifa) 
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Title: th e l iLie rnanzuma is nol men lioned in the rrwzullw MSS. This name 

may be g iven for th ese MSS, because of th e poelieal behavior of the work. 

Language : The eonlribu lion is wrillen in the verses of classical I\rabic . 

Page : the first a nd second MSS arc wrillen logethcr in one volume. This 

volume is nol paginaled . The MSS have 143 folios. The firs MS has 63 folios 

and the second MS has 80 fol io s . 

The lhird volume is paginaled wilh pen. [t h as 190 pages recto a nd verso. 

The fourlh volume is a lso paginaled with pen . This MS has 2 84 pages, reclo 

and ve rso . 

The fiflh volume is also paginaled with pen . This MS has 287 pages . 1<eelo 

and verso. 

Date : The first volume from the eonlribution has no any complelion date . 

The whole mal1zwna in thi s volume is wrillen without d a te. 

The second volume contains 32 mal1zumat. Out of which only 5 mal1zumal 

has the completion d ate. The dates arc: 

13451\. H. (1926), 1349A.H. (1930),1350 A.1I . (1931), 

13511\ .11. (1932),135 1 A.H. (1932), and 13551\.H. (1936). 

The remaining 27 manzumal have no completion date . 

The third volume, Almost All mal1zumal excepl 3, has the completion da les. 

The dales of the manzumallie between 

1:35 11\. [-1. - 13551\.H (193 2 - 1936). 

The fourlh vo lume, all th e manzumal except 10, ha s the completion dales. 

The completion date is fro m 1355 A.H. (1936) to 1365 A.I-I . (194 5). 
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1\11 th c firth volume mWlzu.llwl has the completion dates. 'i'rle d;lIcs l.'x!cll d ed 

from 13671\.11. (1947) to 13941\. 11. (1974) . 

4 .7.2 Physical Features 

The fi rst and the second MSS arc col lected in one volume. The next p hys ica l 

descr ipt ion a lso sc rvi ee for both MSS . 

Modern pa per 32x20 em, 1 or 2 co I , recto and vcrso, b lack ink , exce pt the 

title of t he manzuma l and the name of Prophet Mu hammad (I 'UU I-I) arc 

written in rcd ink. The calligraphy is very c lear a nd readable. li ard carton 

and leathcr covercd. I~ach pugc conta in s 14 - 17 lines. The lust puge of the fir~1 

and the second MSS havc 8 and 6 lines rcspectivcly . 

The first a nd th e sceond MSS arc separated by only one bla nk verso. 

The third vo lume: 

Modern page 32x20 em, 1 or 2 eo l, recto and verso b lack ink cxcept the t itle 

of th e manzumal and the n ame of Prophet Muhammad (I'I3UII) are written in 

red ink. Th e handwriting is very clear which is th e same as the handwriting of 

volume one, Ha rd carton a nd leather covered. 8aeh page contains 14 - 17 

line s . 

The fourth volume: 

Unlin ed paper 25 .3x1 8 em, lo r 2 col. , rec to an d verso , b lack ink except the 

title o f the manzumal a n d th e n a m e of Prophet Muha mmad (I' 13 UII) a rc 

written in red ink. Good and readable calligraphy , hard ca rton and leather 

cove red , each page contains 12 to 15 lines. I'rom 19 to 2 2 are blank white 

papers. 

The fifth vo lume: 

Unl ined paper 25x 18em, lor 2eol, recto and verso, blank ink except the lillie 

of the manzwnal and th e name of Prophet Muhammad (I'l3UI I) arc written In 
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red in k. A good ha nd writi ng, ha rd ca rL')n an d leather covered. I ~ac h page 
conla in s I 1- 17 lin es. 

At th e end of each mal1zuma, the word Tammal mcal"ll ng ended is writtell. 
Thi s is to show that completion of the mal1zuma. 

4.7 .3 Linguistic Features. 
The con tribution is wrille n in Arabic verses . Its grammatical , syn lact ie and 
lex ica l usages arc in Arabic stand ard form . Lexica lly, in this work, no 'ajami 
words arc used. In sueh k ind of works, the re cou ld be some slight sh ifts from 
the classical standards of Arabic for the eonveni encc of poems. 

4.7.4 Content Analysis 
Th e contribution, as discussed above, has five volumes. IL has a bout. 2 17 

mal1zul1mal w ith thc averagc of 40 verses of cach to be the total lines of the 
whole poetries Morc than 8500. Because of tim e constra in ts and lh c 
objectives o f this thesis, ' it is impossible to make contcnt analysis of eac h 
mal1ZlJma. So it would bc more practical and acceptable to c lass ify the LOta l 
manzumal in to major topics and make few main con ten t analyses . I~cgarding 
the content ana lyses of these manzwnal, two major topics will be disc ussed . 

4.7.4 . 1 The First and Major Topic is the Praises . The pmises 

consist of three s ubtopi cs. Thc main SUbtopic is th e glorifica tion s of I'mphel 
Muhammad (P13UI-I). The second subtopic is the pmises of Sayd i1usra, the 
father of Shaykh Budclla and. The third subtopic is of other few scholars. 

The fir s l major subtopic topic, glorificat ions of Pro phet Muhammad (1'IlUII I, 
contains 161 mal1zumal. All of t h em in one way or another glorify lhc Proph el 
(I'l3UI I). In these manzumal (verses) differenl issues wh ich con cerned t. he 
Prophet Muhammad (P13UI-I) arc ra ised . Such as, the status and posit ion (I f 
the Prophct Muhammad (PBUII) compared with that of other prophe ls' 



(1'I3UT), th e benefits that human beings ge t and wi ll get beeuusl: "f lii s lJilth, 

the hi s tory a nd biography of the Prophet Muhammad (1 ' llUII) , the great n ess 

of hi s companions , th e hi sto ry of hi s family the Prophet Muhammad 's (l ' 13U I-I ) 

power of in tercessions whic h arc g iven by Allah. 

The ep il ogue of such mallz umal is the pra ise s of the prophet (l'llUII), the 

wi"hing to be Allah's love on the companions of Prophcl Muhammad (l'13U I-I) 

and his famil y. 

The subtopic under the fir s t major topic I S the praises of Sayd flusra Ibn 

Ibrahim, the father of ,~ehoc, the praises of Sayd l3usra arc discussed und er 

14 mallzwnat. All these manzumat state his holiness, noble characteristics. 

honor , humi lity, firmn ess in worshiping Alla h , trust in Allah, some miracles 

perfo rmed by him, and etc . 

The other subtopic is on the praises of some sc holars who were li ving outside 

the Gurage region . The praises arc about Ka bir I-Iasim , Anniy, Daniy, Fe qi \-: 

Zubair, Ahmed Ibn Salah, Getaw Shaykh Sayd and ,Ja m'a Nigus. These 

manzumat a rc only seven in numbers a nd a rc seallered over five volumes I. C. 

they arc not concentrated in on ly onc volume. 

4.7.4 .2 The Other Main Topic is Supplications (Du'Q'j. 

About 24 menzumat are specified for su pplications. The supplica ti on s 

concern with the request of a ll good things in th is world and in the h e reCJ.ftcr. 

invoke Allah to protect Is lam and Muslims form a ll disa s te rs and trou ~) lc ,. 

beg Allah prosperi ties, salivations and asking Allah to forg ive us all the s ins 

which have been done before. 

All these manzumat arc reci ted at holidays and occasions. Special continuo,-, 

recitation s arc also taken plaee in the holy month of Ramadan. 



4 .8 Durar al-Macani [i Mawlid al-Nabyyi 

4.8. 1 Basic Data. 

Title: the tiLie is c lea rly wriLLe n at th e end of the MS . Th e tiLie is J)urar al ­

Ma'aniJi Mawlid al-Nabyyi. 

Language: the MS is written in Arabic verses. 

Pages: the MS is already paginated by an unknown person in pen. IL ha s 80 

pages includin g one manzuma. The number of thi s narrative wit.hout th e 

mal1zuma cove rs 68 pages. 

Date: th e date of the MS is written at the end. The handwritin g of the dale is 

different from the copyist's h andwri tin g of the body . The eomplel ion dale is 

1366 A. I-I . (1946). 

4 .8.2 Physical Features 

Mod ern paper 29.7x20 em, l eol, recto and verso, black ink , good an d 

readable handwriting. Covered with hard plastic. Each page has IOta 1 <: 

lines . 

The MS is found in the hand of Shaykh 'Umer Ib n 'Ut,man \\'ho lived i,. 

Ta qlay Giro in Addis Ababa he is on e of the fol lowers of Se hoc. 

4 .8.3 Linguistic Features. 

The narrat ive is written in Arabic verses . Lexi ca l and morph ological 'o, ;w r.i 

usages a re not found in the MS. Th e chronologica l sequence of lhc subjec. 

matte r is also well organized. 



4.8.4 Content Analysis. 

The topic of the MS is history. Th e hi s tory of the I' rophet Muhammad (l'13UII ) 

a nd som e of hi s followers' hi sto ry with few supp lica tions a re \\Titten in the 

texl. Th e MS is rec ited repea Ledly a t the fes tival of Mawlid a nd in the hoI\' 

mo nth of I-?abj'ni al-Awwol, th e third month of the Muslim Ca lendar, in wh ich 

I'rophet Muha mmad (PBUH) was born . 

The author in these ve rses started with the pra lses of Allah. Th e praises 

s hould be to Al lah for his c reating of I'rophet Muhammad (I'13 UII) in the 

month of I>?abj 'ni al-lIwwol (pp. 1-3). 

The c reation of the light of Prophet Muhammad (I'GUII) before the c reat io n of 

human be in gs and the transformation of this li ght from one person to 

another un til it reached to Abdu llah , the father of the I'rophet (1'I3 UII) (pp. 3 

8). 

The pregnan cy of Amina, the mother of the Prophet Muhammad (I'13UII). the 

miracles shown at h er pregn a ncy and h e r bi r th arc ex plained (pp.8- 14). 

The birth of Prophet Muhammad (PGUH), the mirac les taken place at his 

birth , the childhood of the I'rophet (PGUH) with th e wet-nurse Il alim Gin Abu 

Dhu'ayb and the bene fits she got because of this son, th e return of Pro phet 

Muhammad (l'I3UH) to Mekka from Halima and the life in it and the mar~iage 

wi th Khadija a rc discussed in detail (pp. 14-29). 

The com in g of the angle .lebril to a nnounce Muhammad (1'!3U I) tha' h:s 

select ion as the last Prophet, hi s bein g invited by Allah to visit heavens. tr.e 

reward w hich is given to him by Allah and differe nt mira c le s performe d ',y 

him arc mentioned (pp .30-42 ). Th e immigrat ion of Pro phet Vl u harr.mcd 

(I'13UI1) to Yalrib (today Madin a h) , th e probl e ms and the mlrac.es he :-accd 

upon the journey, th e joy of the res idences in Madinah and ',he \\'e l! a~, d 



frlcndly acccptancc to I' rophel. Muhammad (I'IHJI I) and Ill s ailili l. \· in c reati ng 

f,-ie , H.ll y society in Mad i nah an: discussed (pp .4 3 -5 3). 

The position a n d slalus of some companions and wives of the Prophet's 

(I'BU II) are discussed (pp. 53-56) . 

Th e summary of the na rralive , the importance of rememberin g J\ llah's greaL 

blessing i.e. lh c g ifl (birlh) of Prophel Muhammad (PB UI I) lo u s ,lhe necessity 

of following and loving him, and the vila li ly of invoealion to get J\IIah 's love, 

mercy , paradise and proleels us from all dangers a rc discussed (pp.S6-68) . 

One manzwna aboul the praise of the Prophel Muh amma d (PllUI I) arc 

wriLLe n in this MS (pp.67 -80). 
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Conclusion and Recommendations 

I ~th i opian history has been '\Tillen based on Christian sources and 

sometimes even legends. ThaL is \I'hy Lhe majority of re searchers have always 

conside red i<:Lhiopi a as a region where Orthodox Christianity has been the 

only religion. ConsequenLiy, a German researcher lliob Ludo lf (162 '1 - 1704) 

Lhe pioneer of I<: Lhiopian s Ludies considered Ilabasa as Lhe representat ive of 

ChrisLian dominaLed eulLu re. I<'or a lon g period Islam in 1':1 hiopi a has been 

totally ignored . Some researchers go beyond Lhis; Lhey assumed Islam as a 

LhrcaL Lo ChrisLianity and evcn to r~Lh i opia . DespiLc a long presence of : ~:am 

in Ethiopia, it has not been given any allention. Political, legal, social, 

cultura l and economic discrimina tion on Muslims have persisted for a long 

period . I Iowa country, like I<:thiopia with at least half of its population being 

Muslim is neglected from al l k inds of contribution a nd rights can nou rish its 

development. Without participations and eonLribution s of Muslims in this 

country, the expccted dcvelopment can never be achieved. 

To show the contributions of Muslims towards their eoun Lry in their long 

existence, scholars and researchers should give aLtention to the eonLributions 

made by them. 

Arabic has got a prestigious status among I~Lhiopian Muslims . This IS 

because the last massage of Allah 's words (the II oly Qur'an) was revealed II1 

Arabic. That is why almost all of ELhiopian Islamic MSS have been written II1 

Arabic or in local la n guages in Arabic script. i<:venLually, to understand the 

eontribuLion of Muslims towards their country and rewriLe th e I~thiopian 

history free from bias, all Islamic MSS should be examined and st udied. Ilut ; 

only a few Islami c literatures \I'hieh a rc found in I lc1.rcF have got some 

allention , So, it needs systematic phi lologica l tasks Lo fill Lhe gap. 
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III or(\cr lO "ssist tilis tasK, the researehe , ilas tried 10 collc,:I, deseriiJe illld 

give a very brief content analysis on t.he works or Ihe Shaykh. or Allrel. Ili s 

work i ncl ude s theology , hagiogra flhy, adhlcar (ri tua I reeil a tions), manzllIna 

and sUflplieat.ions. Although, this paper has not given detailed content 

analysis, it has provided brier dcserifltions or each MS. 

Th e MSS or the shaylch wcre wrillen with classica l Arabic versc or prose. The 

other important issue is that th c handwriting or all the MSS arc not the 

SehoC's but that or his disc iples'. Thc shaylch uscd to write on s in gle 

seallered papcrs which he gave hi s disciples. Who gathered all the papers 

and wrote them in the rorm o r a MS. I ncver came across a MS wrilten by 

Sehoc. 

Most or his works arc on pra ise or Prophet Mu hammad (l'l lU II)Yor instan ce , 

the manzwna MS has 2 17 titled manzumat, out or these about WI 'X, refer the 

praises or Prophet Muhammad (1'I3UH). 

Sehoc as in Ouential person, he has changed the ideology, culture and 

perspective or the society. 

I·'rom the point o r view or textua l analysis, almost all the works or the Shaykh 

or Abret have been copied by d irrerent copy ists, consequen tly, a detailed 

textual ana lysis or these co pies a rc very importan t and needs senous 

i nvcsliga l ions. 

The allTl or this and other research es is to throw light to the other rorgollen 

aspects or i':thiopian history and culture to exarlllne speeiri ca lly the 

contributions or Islam and Musli ms towards their country. In order to assess 

the co n tribut io n and create historical linkage bctween the present with the 

past, ph ilologica l research shou ld bc undertaken . The rirst and most 

important task is to look ror , collect an d preserve th e works or all Muslims 

scholars through out the country. l ienee, the systematic collection or Arabic 



and 'ajamf MSS should be collected a nd kept where thcy w ill be ,lvililabie ilnd 

pl-eserved for further researches. Th en critical studies of these matel-ials will 

contribute to the writing of the history of l·:th iopian Muslims, their socia l and 

cultural achievements in their country. 

So it is advisable to study the sh.aylch's works one by one in detail an d rnake 

different analysis on each MS. Spec ially textual an alysis, because almost all 

o f the MSS arc eopicd many tirnes by differe n t copyists. 
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APPENDICES 

Appendix I: List of Unpublished Arabic 
Manuscripts. 

~ 

1. Sawiihid. 

even if thc title of the MS is not givcn by the wriLe r, the book is 
known among his followers by ,~awhid mea n ing some lh ing 
witn essed' . 

2. Misbiihu al-Sa'irin 'ala .tariqat al- 'a ri fin. 

Meaning 'gu idan ce (l ight) for who wants to follow the path 
(way) of s cholars '. 

3. Muthafu al-Ahi bba ' fi Ma n iiqib Abi al-Nu jaba 

'The lovers gi ft s on vir tu es of the fat h er of .Vujaba'. Nujaba is the 
name of the broth er of Sehoc. 

4. Tawhid 

Tawhfd is no t a ti tle given to a s ingle MS; rather the na me is 
used s imply to refer the co llectcd MSS \\Ti a en bv Seho{; in th e 
field of Islam ic th eo logy . Each MS from th e: co llection has its (,\\ ' ;l 

t itl e. 

4.1 AI-Duralu ol-Mukhlasar. - . 

4.2 AI-Najmu al-Hadi bil-J-Jaqi 'thc stan of guida :J c c to the trut'1·. 

4.3 Durlu al-A st6.. r. 



4.4 Maralibu al-Rijal 'the status (pos ition ) of men' . 

4.5 Qiladatu al-kiram mm lazmin 'ala dfni a i-Islam. 'Th e noblc ­

minded exquis ites on the obligation of Isla m '. 

5.Khu.tab aZ-Juma' li-Jami' aZ-Sanah 

'Fridays' lec tures [or the whole Fridays in the year '. 

6. Manzuma. 'Poetical works' 

7. Duraru aZ-Ma'iini (i Mawlid aZ-Nabyyi.. 

Appendix II Published Text. 

Ma;mu' 

The title of the book is not Majmu'. Th e word Majmu'rcfers to the 

coll ec tion or bring a number of things toge the r. Th is n a m e is 

given to s how tha t, the content of the book is composed of m a ny 

small different books. 
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Appendix IV: The Picture of Sehoc (the Shaykh of 

Abret). 



Appendix V. List of Informants 

--
Name Date of Interview Place 

-------

Sayd Zuruq Sayd Ramuz 
-

Shaykh Ilyas Qadi Musa 

Hajj Maki Ahmad 

- . -- .. --- ---

Sayd Mi qbas Sayd 
- - - .~-.---- -
Hajj 'Umar 'Ut m a n 

Shaykh Clan Awol 

Hajjiya Zubaida Ahmad 
- - - -_ .-

Hajj Samsu Yis h aq 

-

20/ 12/ 06 

28/ 12/06 
- - - . _. 

15/0 1/07 

-- -

28/02/07 

13/03/07 
- - -
15/03/07 

-

16/03/07 

16/03/07 

Hajj Sa'ud Samman 17/0 3/07 

Ifajj Samman Muhammad 18/03/07 
- -

Shaykh Sifa Shaykh 08/02/07 

Ma hmmud 

Hajj Negas Muhammad 

' Imran Shaykh Nur-Hu ssein 

ShayJch I~ada 'Umar 

Hajj Badru Sifa 
-- ---- -- ~--"- -

Ato Abbas Sarif 

0 9/03/07 

10/03/07 

10 / 0 3/07 
-- -

12/03/07 

13/03/07 

Abre l 

" 

Addis 

Ababa 

" 

" 

Wrabc 

A.A 

" 

" 

! 

Age 

40 

60 

50 

70 

67 

75 

60 

52 

50 

72 

65 

70 

47 

90 

63 

48 
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