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ABSTRACT 

This thesis is an effort to describe agricultu ral production practices of Ala a socie in he South E hlopla rom 

local perspecti ve and comprehend the overall changes ha the subsis ence econom un e en 0 er Ime 

Since land is a principal fac tor of production among Al aba , major land en re systems.' ere escn e om 

diachronic perspective and an attempt was made to expl icate the ch anges ha have een expenence 

under different political contexts starting from pre-incorporation period up to the c rren rends 0 er land 

tenure issues. Simultaneously, the gradual shift of production system from agro-pas oral 0 mixed 

ag riculture was explained as resul ted from the inter-play of social, economiC, na ural, polilcal an 

demographic factors which are attributed to be both internal and external 0 the study group. In his hesis i 

is argued that local land acquisition practices change wi th increasing popula ion gro h and the s seq en 

land scarcity as the response of households to the prevai ling land shortage problem . An a . empt was made 

to elucidate the responsiveness of land acquisition practices to populat ion growth . 

As discussed in this thesis , labor is crucial production factor among Alaba . Hence, bo h house old and 

inter-household labor organizations are described . Here the way a house hoi orga ni zes i s la or ihroug 

age and gender based division of tasks in production process is discussed. Though househol s aC as 

independent production units, thel'e al'e different in ter-household labor exchan e prac Ices use as a 

coping strategy to ease land , labor and farm ox scarcity by households in sho( of these produc ion actors . 

Thus, divel'se inter-household exchange practices were presented ill line with changes experienced as a 

resu lt of various socioeconomic reasons. 

Seasonal crop production activities and aspects of livestock reari ng are discussed ith he ie 0 

assessing the way fa rmers organize factors of production and undertake agricultural acti i ies to secure 

their subsistence . A socioeconomic importance of crop and livestock production is also elucid ated 0 igh 

ligh t thei r diverse role in the livelihood of the study people . Besides , major ro uction cons train ts rela ed 

with demog raphic, ecological, socio-cultural and economic factors and aspects 0 ' local copin stra egies to 

these problems were treated as way of analyzing the changing trends in the produc ion system. As argue 

in th is thesis though the people adopted different coping stra eg ies 0 0 ercome pro uc Ion cons rain s e 

subsistence economy is increasingly becoming susceptible 0 stress hich calls or external 111 er en Ion 

II 
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GLOSSARY 

Aboroso Household 

Ajaba An e ent or ceremony hereby a bride accompanied ith he song 0 er es nen s 

appear in local market just few days before edd ing ceremon 

Balabat A person occupying local level adminis rati e position under Impenal 

regime government structure(Amharic term) 

Baddat Grazing land 

Buluko Loca lly made cotton blanket 

Boki Ogate Vi llage or lineage level council 

Boki moricho Lineage or village elder's council leader 

Boku Lineage 

Dawa Festive labor party (formed of 10-15 individuals) 

Debbo Clan 

Debbo Ogate Clan level council 

Debbo moricho Clan level council leader 

Dora 

Elrigna 

Eriro 

Furso 

Compartment within a hut prepared for new couple to spend honey 

moon period 

The largest festive labor party among Alaba 

Gift giving or promising ceremony to a bride 

Locally brewed alcoholic drink 
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Fuga 

Gebera 

Gegera 

Getit 

Pot makers (migrant marginalized groups) 

Bride wealth 

Machete usually used for har es ing maize and sorghum 

Backyard 

Goba assu Teaming up farm ox usually practiced to 0 ercome shor age of ox , 

Goba hiru 

Gossu 

Geza 

Herana 

Hongano 

Jal/a 

Kelta 

Kabancho 

Kabe 

Karate 

Karmet 

Kilancho 

Maasisu 

Mine 

Ogate 

Rage 

Ragga 

Sera 

Accessing farm ox on contracUcash basis for specific production perio 

Abduction 

Reciproca l labor exchange party 

Elopement 

Vulnerable persons who are in need of assistance 

A best person or intimate friend 

A hoe with wooden handle and iron tip 

Share cropper 

Share-cropping 

Foreyard 

Crop fie ld 

Witch 

Arranged marriage 

Hut 

Elders council 

Widow inheritance type of marriage 

A person with special social and re ligious merit 

Social rule defined by the local cui ure 
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Shameta Local drin ma e of sorghum lour 

Teba! A cup locally ma e from clay 0 dnn milk or siJamera 

Walkata uchu Begging labor ser ice for produc ion ac I i les 

A.M 

a.s.1 

EPRDF 

Ha 

KA 

PA 

P. M 

SNNPRS 

SP 

ACRONY MS 

Anti-Meridian 

Above sea level 

Ethiopian People Revolutionary Democratic Fron 

Hectare 

Kebele Adminis ration 

Peasant Associations 

Prime Meridian 

Southern , Nations, Nationa lities and Peoples Regional State 

Special Woreda 
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1.1 Statement of th e Problem 

CHAPTER 0 E 

I.NTRODUCTIO 

It is possible to say that Alaba is among the leas s udled group In he sou h I n regar 0 tm en 

history, little is kno n about Alaba excep some or s merel men lonlng he group as he escn e 

the history of the south in general and Sidama/Hadiya clus er In par IC lar he same IS rue 0 

anthropological studies . According to Braukamper (1973:35) his orians ace han Icap 0 recons ruc e 

history of Alaba . Only very few rel iable materials are a ailable for the pas 0 his gro p 

The works of Brau kamper (1973), Ernest Ceruli (1956) and Trimingham (195 ) gl e scan In orma Ion 

on Alaba as they touch upon the history of south . Besides , oral tradi ions are e major sources or he 

past of the group. 

It is very recently few studies appeared on Alaba . i h regard to antnropologlcal york Seyo m 

Mengistu (2001) studied inter ethnic resource competit ion and conflic on he order are v'lth ';rSI 

Oromo focusing on the inter-group relation . But, it does not gi e sufficient in forma ion a ou the Alaba . 

Though not from anthropological perspective, Bahiru Shikure(2001) also stud ie sta 'e 0' girl's e ca ion 

among the Alaba, 

Evidently, socio-cultural life of Alaba in general and production system in par Icular IS [he leas s u Ie 

so far and needs intense investigation from anthropolog ical view point Gi en such ig gap. It IS 0 grea 

importance and justifiable to conduct a study of this kind among th is gro p, 

Like many other groups in the coun try , the people of Alaba are subsistence ag ncul ural ro cers 

dependen t on rain fed crop production and Ii estock farming for their Ii ellhoo alze, e', Inger mille 

and sorghum are major cereal crops produced in the area Pepper as major cash crop 0 h rea IS 

widely grown by falmers to secure add ition al income 0 supplemen their subsls ence economy Side 'j 

side with crop production , animal husbandry is also importan component 0 their s SIS ence 

In relative terms, the self supportive production system is no as I as e'ore 

subsistent economy of Alaba is su fering a 10 rom complex and in errela e socioeconomic an na[ural 



ac ors . During he las deca e suscep Ibill y 0 he pro uc Ion S S:e'l : 

manifest in i sel hrough recurren ood shor age To cope '. I h pro cion' rob er 'S e ~cQP e c1", tv 

de elop and de ise anous s ra tegles 

This study, therefore , a temp s 0 in estiga te mainly crop pro uc Ion prac Ices an aspec S of II eSlOC' 

fa rming , the social organization of produc ion and changes herein , aspec so he I erse pro cion 

constraints encountered at grass root level and the coping s ra eg les emplo e 0 ease e ro c ion 

constraints. Here, as anthropological con ribu ion generally an e for as made 0 comprehen ne 

subsistence economy from local perspective. 

1.3 Objectives of the study 

1.3.1 General Objective of th e Study 

Generally the study is envisaged to comprehend production s s em 0 Alaba an analyze c anges It 

under went over time focus ing on the 0110 ing particular area . 

1.3.2 Specific Objectives of the Study include: 

- To provide basic information on local level production prac ices an ynamlsm 

with in it focusing ma in ly on crop production and aspects of Ii estock farming , 

· To describe land tenure systems over time and traditiona l household 's land use 

taxonomy; 

· To examine inter-household scarce production resource acquisition practices i.e . 

land , labor and capital (farm ox) ; 

. To discuss household level labor organization and different in ter househol 

cooperative work arrangements in production activities and changes here in and ; 

· To deal wi th aspects of production constrain s and local coping mechanisms 

1.4 Methodology 

Following the tradition of anthropologists, the study was conducted at Iliage Ie elln Gede a. one ohe 

rural Kebele Administration of Alaba Special Woreda . The field or of the research as under a en or 

a total of three months in the said locality . The first round iel or as un er a en rom \ I us U 



• 

o end 0 September, 200 . The second round fiel " or t as un er a en ro 1 m l f=evr a'l :c :' e E""; 

of March , 2005. 

This study is primari ly 0 quali ati e t pe an used malnl primary a a sources . aJor ,le: ' OdS 

employed to gather pertinent da a or he study ere: 

Observation : the researcher participated in general life of he sud group an e a' - 0-

day socio-cultural and economic activities of the people and he phYSical se In oc s n9 In Ge e a I 

is also worth men tioning that the researcher's prior acquain ance ith he cui ure an compe ence I 

local language was additional advan tage that con ributed posi i el or smoo h comm nlca Ion an 

better understanding of the study locali ty. Th is enabled 0 crea e ample oppor uni or eas gOing 

interactive environ men and in formal iscussions througho he iel or Though e researc er IS 

famili ar wi th the study setting , an at empt is made to underplay a nega lee fee 0 Oln research In 

ones' own society like taking some important issues for granted. Besides compelence In locallan9 a e 

also helped to avoid any suspicion and expectation of community members rough on spo clan icatlon 

and discussion on the purpose of the study. Labor party, marriage and funeral ceremony seasonal 

agricultural activities, marke t setti ng and elder's meetings ere some 0 he socioeconomic e en s 

attended during the three mon th field work . 

Key informants : Intensive and lengthy interview was conducted with a otal of 30 ey In ormanls VI h 

valuable knowledge and experience to adequately comprehend the socioeconomic Ii e 0 the people. 

Community members of different age, sex, economic and social ca tegory, ebele Admlnlsra Ion 

leaders , elders and clan leaders, Development Agents of Agriculture office ere in ensi ely cons Ie 

so as to obtain pertinent data. Crop cu ltivation practices including Ian prepara ion, ploughln , 'eedlng 

harvesting and threshing , livestock rearing , labor org anizat ion at househol an illage Ie 'el ro uc Ion 

constraints and local coping strategies and production resource acquIsition praClces Includlllg land 

labor and farm ox were major areas of data collection and foCL s of in- epth Inter le\' Mos 0 the clala 

on oral trad ition and the past life of the study group, marriage, relig ion an elle s loc I 0 ernance e c 

were obtained from the senior elders of the land kno n or possessing per Inen In orma Ion a OJ 

Alaba society, culture and their past in general. 



Focus Group Discuss ion. Small group discussion t as con uc e :.1 1 • t:1 ,v :.(, 1 ': 'It:: cI'c1:~ , 

each consis ing 0 SIX mem ers . The diSCUSSion ena Ie 0 easilj ac' I r· I; 5) ~S " ~ . 

need group idea and consensus. A a a ob alned rom the ialogue n ho ISC' SSlon a' ,or 9 'c 

participants was used to supplemen . alida e. riang la e and re Ine he lei a a acq ire .. ' 0 er 

ools . 

Structured Interview: Structured in ervie eren \ ore a Sec or 0' Ice 

representatives to obtain important data abou he study area and roup The In e lev. ,. as n er a el1 

with Woreda Information, Agricultu re Development and Adminis ra ion 0 'Ices In or er 0 gras he 

socio-cultural and economic profile of the s udy area . Moreo er. among he go ernnlen 0 les 

Woreda Information Office showed special interes In a a collec Ion 

process at the specific study locality, Gedeba, through pro Ision of ranspor a Ion aclil an aclil a Ion 

of KA leaders' and informants' collaboration . The Kebele Adminis ra Ion eaders also pro I e 

necessary assistance throughout my field work. 

As pal·t of secondary data sources , the study made use of historical ma enals rele ant 00 s an 

studies , different government office reports and other literature rela ed to the st 

1.5 The Choice of Research Site 

The major reason to conduct this study on the ta rget people is a alia ility 0 ery liml e an hropologlcal 

study as highlighted in the problem statement part above. Apal't from this . 11 h in he given Ime rarne 

work and limited financial resou rce the researcher felt the inconvenience 0 con uct a s u yo' th iS Ind 

in unfami liar cul tu re and environmen t. Thus , the study area is chosen partly because he researcher s 

acquaintance wi th the people and prior knowledge of he cul ture and Ian ua e as a resl en In he area 

for long time. 

Gedeba Kebele Admin istration is selecte as specific re 0 Stl,J) lur tilE: ;ulIO:lln'd 11"ljor 1-;<~S0I1S 

Firstly, it well represents the study area In terms 0 the gro ecologiC: I Sliua 1011 illJ product 01' 

practices for all of the oreda falls ith in mid high land . Secondly , he loca Ion IS S ra eglc an 

relatively central to meet ith elders coming from different corners 0 the area Thlr I , he Kebele 

Administration was one of the residential sites 0 he religious lea er \ Sheckoc/J) 0 Alaba , oreo\ er 



Alaba's rad itional elders council he d resl enc IS also OUIl .. I tl In Ilt: / C r j 0 ' t' c ~'-J 3' J " c :J.:. 

is also partly inhabi ed by Si e, he 'senior cl an 0 Alaba Fo r hl / , Ge e a 3 Sl: a:-= I 'lear ~o :'"c 

oldest and biggest market of AI ba land. Besides, In he KA here are .. 0 prim rl SChCO 5 3" ,', a c:' 

su pplying borehole . 

1.6 Specific Research Site Setting 

Gedeba, a specific research Kebele Administra ion (KA). is one 0 he 73 rural KAs m 'Iaba Special 

Woreda(ASW) located in the southern par of the area. 

Gedeba acquired its name following the border confl ict ith he neighboring Ars l Oromo dunn he Ime 

of early settlement in the area. Locally Gedeba means 'border' referring he demarca ion o lano 

avoid sporad ic conflict between the two groups. Folio ing the his orical inci ence, he PA 'as named 

Gedeba in 1975 when the PAs were formed as the 10 es go ernmen a miniS rall' e nl l ro gho [ 

the country under mili tary regime . 

Gedeba shares boundary in the north with Lenda KA, in the south ith Mekala A, In he east i n K e 

KA and in the west wi th Wanja and Kulito. Gedeba KA is consis ted of fi e illages, namely, Si e, 

Wushira , Negate, Denebe and Shagidira. The topography of the area is general ly plain and suscep Ible 

to fl ood during the ra iny season. 

According to the data of Wored a Agriculture Development office, the KA is Inhabited y 6 0 households 

of which 15 are female headed . The total land mass of the KA IS es ima ed 0 be 790 hec ares 

As a major source of subsistence cereals mainly maize , left, millet an sorghum are ro n 'armers 

in the area and Pepper as cash crop is produced by mos armers . Bes ides Ii es oc rearm IS I el 

practiced economic activity side by side with crop produc ion . 

1.7 Significance of the Study 

The study serves two purposes . The first one is i s con ribu ion 0 recor an a no .'Ie ge on e 

study group on which there is critical shortage of an hropologlcal s dy an I IS Iso a I Ion 0 Ilml e 

peasant stud ies in the country. Secondly, i is be lie ed 0 gi e a ground or prac Ical ac Ions alme a 
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impro ing he Ii ing con i ion 0 he ar e people Thus, he sUI 91 : t (1" L;;) ' " GC;t: n ' tf,::- ' ,:: : 

decision making bodies by sur acing ou the soclo-cul ural or an lza ,or 0 t: s') e J ' ~t: "' ,::' C1 an ~ 

local level production practices and constrain s In par Icular 
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CHAPTER T 0 

2. CONCEPTUAL AN D THEORETICAL LlTRATURE RE IE 

This section gives a highligh on Important concepts re la ed 0 peas n econonliC or an ri,Q ~"J­

concepts like production , consumption , household , ac ors and social organlza Ion 0 pro uc Ion are 

treated briefly . Following , the heore ical frame or 0 he sud is 0 er leve ocuslng on orma IS s 

substantivists and Chayano 's argumen s regarding economic eha lor 0 peasan s as e bear 

practical relevance for he study. 

2.1 Conceptual Literature Revi ew 

2.1.1 Production Organization of Peasants 

Economic institutions comprise the characteristic behavior ha cen er upon produc Ion. he 

allocation and distribution, and the use and consump ion of goods. Economic ins I u Ions 

include behavioral networks of food production and he manu ac ure 0 al I'ac s. gl 

exchange, trade, sale, preemption, and inheritance: u ilization , hoardlllg an consul1lp 1011 

and ownership, possession, and rights of use-everything which ocuses upon pro lIC Ion 

and utilization of goods and services (Hoebelm Kraft 1 96. 181). 

Production as an aspect of economy is viewed as "human activi ty hat procures or Increases he alue 

of resources" (Wilk and Netting 1984 :6) . It is also transformational process ha organizes h mans an 

tools in the process of procuremen t of resources to meet he society's nee of su SIS ence 

According to Marx, the development of society is the result of the continual produc i e in erac ion 

between men and nature . The production and reproduction of Ii e is bo h necessl irec ed e 

biological needs of the human organism and , more impor an Iy, he crea I e source 0 ne nee s an 

capabili ties. Thus productive activity is "at the root of society in bo h an his orlcal an an anal Ical 

sense . Production is the first historical act; and the produc ion 0 material Ii e IS a un amen I con i Ion 

of all history, which today , as thousands of years ago, must daily and hourly be ulfille merel In order 

to sustain human life " (Giddens 1971 : 35) . 

Describing constituent elements and relations In peasan pro Llctlon s s em, Sa er (989 5) sa s h t 

elemen ts in peasan t farm include a group of people , a Ii ing space, a se 0 ools. an some plo s 0 
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Ian . The ey rela ionships are les unl In h roup proper n h S ( / n d .t:: s: a":!'! '" _ ~ 1 

ark reg ime hich organizes the group's labor on he land and SII1 

allocating the product of he ork . In addition there is a se 0 more or less In ensl e exc ar es : I 

ex ernal markets and ies of control an participa ion 'i h ex ernal pat ers he pro uc I!e r~SQ rCt:s C' 

factors of production under the managenal con rol 0 small hoi er armers can con enlen I be 

classified under the headings of land , labor and capl al -\I es oc , see , arm Implemen S an 0 er 

required items of production (Barker 1989, Upton 1996) . 

A household is taken as the basic unit of production un er peasan ' econom . Accor In 0 Shanln 

(197 1: 21 ) peasant households form the nuclei of peasan socie .. he na re 0 he peasan 

household constitutes the most significant single charac eris ics 0 peasan r as a s eCI IC social 

phenomenon and gives rise to the generic features displayed by peasan nes all 0 er e ' orl 

peasant household is characierized by the exten 0' in egra ion 0 he peas an amli slife ' I hits 

farming enterprise . Similarly, household is vie ed as pro uc i e, repro uc I'/e consump I'le an co­

residential unit (Wilk and Netting 1984 7-22). 

Explaining features of household in peasant society, akane (1967 :1) sai a In agrarian communi a 

household has particularly important function as a distinct body or economic managemen "A 

household is normally formed by, or around , the nucleus of an elementar amliy , and ma Incl e 

relatives and non-relatives other than these immediate family members". I s composl ion aries 

according to the specific situation, such as the stage in the cycle of the omest lc amli , an e 

economic situation of the household . In a peasant community it is the househol , not amliyor In gro p 

that forms the basic social organization . 

Unlike in industrial society, in peasant farming there is a large 0 er lap In hree IS Inc unc Ions 0 

production , consumption , and reproduc ion. As producers, peasan armers mix labor an 0 her Inpu s 

with land to create goods for home consumption (use alues) an 'or s Ie (exchange aluesl ;"s 

consumers , peasan farmers make use of the food , housing , clothing , an other 00 t: hemsel es 

produce , and they purchase goods in local and long distance rade. As repro ucers pe san armln 

units, particularly their omen members, crea e an rear children 0 a e their place In he pro Cion 

system and in the society (Barker 1989:56). 



2,1.2 Soc ial Aspects of Production Organ ization 

According to Marx, in production , men no only ac on na ure bu also on vne no r,~r ~r~ I ;..ro 1~:~ 

only by cooperating in a certain ay an mu uall exchanging heir ac I I ,es II or er 0 pro Ce .:1e 

enter in to definite connections and rela ions i hone ano her and onl i hln nese social conrec 10 s 

and relations does their action on nature, does produc ion a es place (GI ens 9- 35) 

Thus , besides material aspect, prod uc ion has a social dimension. Common 0 all economic s s em IS 

that economies make use of some forms of natural resources (land , ater ays , minerals) h man co ­

operation (division of labor) and technology (ools, and no Ie ge 0' pro uc Ion or ac UISllion 

processes). Each of these features is structured and has social rules speci Ing ngh s an obllga Ions 0 

use tools, natural resources and division of labour (Oalon 969: 63) . But hese r les 0' social 

OI'ganizations of production are not static, rather hey are d namlc There IS no ues Ion tna e 

organization of production is affected by cul tu ral rules, codes , an he di ISlon 0 la or 'III h In socle y It 

has to be recognized that these rules are fle xible and changeable and tha people iii adopt heir ask ­

groups and social spheres of production to specific requiremen s of parlicular ask (,Nil an 

1984:7). 

Economic activity derives its meaning from the norms of the society, an people eng age In economic 

activity for rewards often extrinsic to economy itself. "In peasan and 'pnmi i e' socleies he norms an 

values used to define a resource , a commodity, a con rol 0 er cer aln goods an ser Ices, e 

distributive process , and standards of economic beha ior are norms go eriling mos social In erac Ion 

The economy is not so structurally differentiated that one se of values 01 s there an 0 er se s hoi 

in other contexts. The economy is 'embedded ' in other social sys em an oes no e hlbl ' an e hlc 

counterpoised to the regnant value system ( ash , 1968: 359). 

Thus , production is built around certain in tegrating principles Accor 111 to Ko ack (1997 75) 111 non­

industrial societies, a kin based mode of produc ion pre ails, an pro uc Ion IS ersonal The rela Ions 

of production are aspects of continuous social re la ions One ac ulres ngh s 0 resources nrou 

membership in bands , descent groups, villages an 0 her soc I I unlS, no Impersonall hro gh 

purchase and sale, Labor is also recruited hrough personali les. or IS merel one aspec 0 social 
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rela ionships ha expressed in a ane y 0 social and ceremonial con ex s Sr'I eli I : s <l' J Ie : ' ~' r 

produc ion process peasan s pull labor rom a 'I e net'! or 0 conWlll " I'll " ',= (i ' :J~) );",=.l~ 

risks through mu ual suppor rela ions , and In es or security an pres I ~ , ca' C d' I , ,', E:r SG~ C1 

commitments (Barker, 1989: 52), 

The social organiza tion of production migh be buil around 0 her principles as nell Ins p IS) S one 

of the ways in which peasants s ructure in erfamil les i hln he pro uc Ion process Some are or al 

such as fictive kinship, cast, associations, and ies based upon common reSidence 0 hers are In ormal­

friendship , neighborliness, and particularly the dyad ic ies hich are coming 0 be recognize as so 

important in many peasant communities-but no less e ec i e in contribu ing 0 he f nc lonlng 0 '/lilage 

life, In some peasant societies, all these social pat erns are u ili zed : in 0 ners on I' a e. are s resse 0 

the neglect of others (Diaz, May and Potter, 1967: 156) , 

In sum , the web of interpersonal relations , alues governing economic sp ere and SOCIO- economic 

ru les that spe ll out access and use of resources, cons itu e impor ant aspecs 0 the social organlza Ion 

of production in peasant society, 

2.2 Theoretical Literature Rev iew 

Different approaches have been developed to explain economic beha lor 0 peasants, Amon ese t e 

substantivists, formalist and Chayanov's peasant theory are presen 'ed for their par Icular Impor ance In 

their focus on individual actor as maximizers , institutional and social actor an su SIS ence moll l a ed 

peasant production respectively which bear practical rele ance for he purpose 0 his s u 

Formal ists like Firth , Robbins, and Cook argued tha any economic system can e seen as he resul 0 

market principle, reflec ting the collective effects of maximiza ion by In I I als Subs an I IS s. on he 

other hand , following Polanyi , assumed that this axiom 0 neoclassical economics IS applica Ie onl 0 

market economies , not to those dominated by red is ribu ion or reciproci y (Pra is 197 ,Se mour-Smih 

1986) 

Polanyi (1986-1964) argued that there ere 0 di erent meanings 0 the '.' or economics e 

forma list meaning was that which had become cen ral 0 neoclassical economlcs-ma Imlzlng u ill In 
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si ua ion of resource scarci y", Ho e er in I s 'subs an I' e sense , t; CO[ II C5 ,', (':5 n ~ , ;' " ~ ' j :, ' 

ho society makes use 0 resources 0 secure I s e 's ence ' ccor HI( ' :C, , " " (1 I'· r ";0.1' , ~ - j 'r; 

better for an hropologist's Ie of economics He I no reJec he Impor anCt; CJ 'e JrT <l S r ~ Clr r ~ 

On the other hand , he s ressed the appropria eness 0 he ormalls sense more 0 tle sUI 0 

industrial society, Such societies, he hough , ere organize b mar e principles an c arac erlze 

by impersonal relations, ith the beg inning 0 he Indus rial peno , economies ha 

social and political contexts in hich they had pre iously been 'em e e he ormalls s ap roac 

was appropriate to th is kind of economy, bu or pre indus rial economics dl eren ools ,' 0 Id e 

needed , Polanyi suggested that reciprocity and re is ribu Ion ere Importan mechanisms 0 economic 

in tegration in pre industrial societies (Hann 2000:55), 

The formalist approach , on the other hand , generally insis s he possibili ' 0 uSln mlcroeconomlc 

principles with sl ight modification 0 generalize abou economic beha lor 0 he en Ire ran e 0 ar 

societies , The basic concepts in heir approac are scarci y and u III y maXlnllZln "The cons ra lnts 

wi thin which economic actors make their decision obviously i fer rom case 0 case hO\'/e'ler a a 

certain level of generalization it is assumed that African peasan s, Australian h n er ga hers an 

European capital ist firms all make decisions in essentially similar manner, In or er 0 maximize u iii les 

based on information available to them", This uni ersalistic tendency IS consl ere as etnnocennc y 

anthropologis ts who believe importance of relativism (I bid: 56), 

According to Prattis (1973:47) the polemic in economic anthropology , bet een formalis an 

substantivists , can be seen as varying conceptua lization and in erpre a ion 0 he na ure 0 ra lonall 

Dalton and Polanyi argued that 'primitives' and peasan s in heir economic realm sho e a ra lonal! 

some what different from that found in es ern marke can exs here as ormalls s ha e een 

concerned to elevate the principles of maximization 0 a uni ersal ea ure 0 ra lonall 

The two schools vary in the unit they analyze, the s bject hey OCLIS me odology an e IrlItJon cr 

economy, Formalists emphasized methodological indi i uallsm Su s an I IS ar ued 

social systems defined not only the possibi li ties among hich indl Iduals co Id choose b also ne 

motivational structure in terms of hich they could make choices In i Iduals ere une Ions 0 an 

defined by collective social and cultural forces , Thus , hey gl e at en ion 0 Ins I u lonal ac ors 
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Cook (1966:323) summarized undamen al dl erences 0 ormalls san SI S n. ,IS 'S 

Formalists may be characterized as those ho ocus on abs rac lOllS unlJrn, t::O b; tl!1: t:: 

and space, and ho are prone to introspec Ion or are s nchroOicall oneil eo ne are 

scientific in out look and mathematical in inclina ion, a or he deduc I e mo e 0 

inquiry, and are basically analytic in methodology (i.e. , lean 0 ar he belle ha pa s 

dete rmine the whole). The sUbstantivis s, on the 0 her hand, ma be charactenze as 

those who focus on situations limited in time and space, all ho are Prone 0 

retrospection or are diachronically Oriented; they are humanis IC In ou look an non­

mathematical in inclination, favour the inductive mode of inquiry. an are baslcall 

syn thetic in methodology (i.e., lean to ard the belief ha the hole de errmnes IS 

parts) 

Despite their sign ificant in sigh t on peasant economic behavior, the t 0 approactles \' ere pre Isposed 

to criticism . Formalists were criticized for their ethnocentric tendenc hlle substanu IStS • ere also 

blamed for romantic picture of pre industrial society and anti-market mental! 

are accused of misunderstanding each other. 

ore 0 er, he 0 sides 

Chayanov (1987). on the other hand , argues that peasan s pursue an idea of ra lonal ecislon, b In 

doing so make choices between decreasing increments of agricultural prod cion ith Increase \ or 

and the desire for leisure time. In his view, rather than seeking to increasingl maXimize au p . as In 

the case with capitalist production, peasants ill cease to ork e er har er hen some amo nt 0' 

production , which is thought to secure survival , has been achie ed . In 0 her ords , peasan s are 

motivated to attain basic economic security rather han cons tan economic am (Durrenber er 996 

91 6) . 

Chayanov stated that "the idea that the peasan household shoul be Ie ' e as I I ere a USl ress 

enterprise was not val id and it is regarded as disorien ing . The major goal 0 he peasan armm IS 0 

feed itself and some how manage to make ha e er, pay men s are ue 0 he land lor the mone 

lender, the merchant, or the sta te". The members 0 he peasan am ily ha e 0 ea hroughou he ear 
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e here or not hey or . The actual production ac I lies hlch t1e carr- 0 C r I no E: r t: S 't; I n 

mone ary erms y hem. I he amily's nee s are no a ained an 

satisfied , the members of the house hoi ill or more, e en I C Ob'Cl cJ :, ,-=', 
small indeed . Similarly , the pe asant amily may ren or buy Ian a aery hlgn pnce " Ie '10 ... e 

justified, accord ing to normal business s andards by he alue 0 ou pu hey coul ope 00 aln rom 

it. The peasan ts do this in order to fully engage labor po er 0 he amll I hlch IS reel a alia Ie 

without any additional cost (Thorner 1968:506) . 

Chayanov's theory focused on labor Iconsumer ratio in peasan households as Impor an anal Ical 001 

even if it undermined in ters household reciprocal exchange arrangemen ts , qUI e common In peasan 

society viewing household as independent entity. 

In conclusion , the three approaches vary in the way hey explain peasan economic eha lor 

Formalists regard peasants as maximizers like any economic actors hile subs a I IS s, on he other 

hand, focused on social factors su rrounding economic beha ior in peas an soclet as IS Ing IS Ing 

features rather than focusing on individuals as their unit 0 analYSIS hlch he sugges appropna e 'or 

industrial society. Chayanov, on the other hand , star s ith ps chologlcal ass mp Ion simliar 0 

formalists but clearly stated that primary objective of peasant households is sa IS rng he needs 0 I S 

members unlike capital ist fi rms motivated for profi t maximizing . Thus , accord ing 0 him peas an s should 

be understood differently from capitalist entrepreneurs. 

The finding of this study generally hints importance of the three theory under 1 'eren condllons an II'e 

aspects of the study group. The formalist's idea of market principle and in i i ualism can e seen as an 

aspect of a recent trend among Alaba. The introduction of money, cash crop , e elopment 0 mar e 

and increasing contact wi th the external environment, effect of ur anlza lon , recen de elopmen 0 

hired labor and the resulting rela tive decline of social ties and communal values can e e plarn ed e ter 

in terms of fo rmalist's theory. However, tll is does not mean that he rmer s econOllllC eha lor IS like 

that of capitalist society where individualism and profi maximization 0 ern es t1e economic eha lor 01 

the society . Bu t,' there is a wind of ind ividual ism and decline 0 ra Iional SOCial alues res Ing 'rom 

over all socioeconomic changes experienced 0 er ime. 
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The idea of subs an i is s' reciproci also e plain ell he i erse In er-tlo S8 C , [d: ' vns 'e' t:: ',:: J 

in exchange practices 0 labor, arm ox and Ian among he s ud gro p I rip (;5 'ne S ~n ' :a :':: v ' 

reciprocal exchange arrangemen s among he stu group here 'J he 

social factors over the production system mani es i self. Ho e er here IS e I en Change Ir 

importance of reciprocal exchange arrangemen s in produc ion process For illS ance la or par IS 

declining recently and hi red labor is becoming impor an . 0 he social an illS I U lonal ac ors 

governing the production system are eakening an gi ing the a 0 more In I I ualls IC en ea ors 

The view of Chayanov also seems worth to explain aspec of he produc Ion prac Ices among tle s 

group. In the study area households tend to give their plo 0 share croppers han op 'lmal se 0 elr 

labor and maximizing their benefit. In the area there is a tendenc 0 re luc ance once he armers 

secure their subsistence need than vigorously orking to obtain maximum galll 0 0 heir arm. ey 

tend to spent in soci al and less productive activi y than fu lly engaging in produc i e acti It . Go ernmen 

is pushing farmers to work on their land than giving to share cro pers and un Ise l spen ing e cash 

they obtain from the sell of their produce. Th is tendency can be partly explaille in terms 0 C a ano 's 

argument wh ich states that primary objective of peasant househol s IS s Isf Ing he needs 0 I S 

members unlike capitalist firms motiva ted for profit maximizing . If peasants ens re heir sur I al 'hen 

they are not motivated to consistently maximize profit. hat hey maxinlize is sur I al an s SIS ence 

Wi th regard to product ion stud ies, there are limited anthropological wor s on peasan pro cion 

system in Ethiopia . The works of Alen (1973) , Donham(1987), Gebre (1993) Tefen (1993) Seyoum 

(1995) and Birhanu (1995) on different parts of the country can be cited among he s u ies, hese 

works generally focused on the social organization of production and analyzing the ar ing ro le 0 Ian 

labor and capital in the form of farm oxen in the household economy. In ad ition 0 con n Ing 0 the 

existing limited literature on the peasant production , th is s udy also a temp e 0 shed some Ilgh on the 

multifaceted im pact of population on pmduction system and anal ze he socioeconomic ac ors 

affecting the production system as an area less touched by 0 her studies 
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CHAPTER THREE 

3. BACKGROUND: ALABA PEOPLE A D THEIR LOCALIT 

3.1 Locat ion and population 

Alaba are one of the ethnic groups found in the Sou hern a Ions , a lonall les Cln Peop 8 S ~ glona S a e 

owning thei r distinct land , culture and history. The adminis ra Ion capl al 0 he area Alaba - o:,n ( lOIS 

situated some 315 Kms away from Addis Ababa in the sou h along dd ls Aba a- Shashamane- rba.' inC 

highway. 

Geographically , Alaba land shares boundary in the north with Sil ti Zone , in he sou h I h a Iya Zone In 

the west wi th Kembatta (Bilate river), and in he east i h he Oromla Reg ion Be ore 99 Ala a 

constitu ted part of Alaba-Siraro Woreda in the then Hay ochi an Bu ajera raja 0 Sne ' a er e 

ch ange of government in 1991 , they were administratively organized under emba a- laba- am ro ( AT) 

Zone owing thei r own Woreda. Currently , with the further restructure 0 200 , hey orme heir 0 n 

autonomous special Woreda thaI gives a status of direct accoun abili y to he regional go ern en 

Alaba special woreda encompasses 75 peasant Associa tionslkebeles ou of hich are ca egonze as 

urban. Alaba Town is the on ly urban area comprised of 4 kebeles. The rest 0 he PAs are Inha I e b r ra l 

people who are dependent on agriculture for their livelihood. 

According to the 1994 CSA population and housing census report , the total populat ion 0 he study gro p 

was estimated to be 125, 894. The Woreda is also inhabited by other groups as ell. As er he same 

information source the total popu lation of the Woreda is about 187 ,035. Of hese , laba et nlc group 

accounts for 53. 1 % of the tota l. While Silti and Kambatta con stitute 33 % and 7 4 % respectl el Accor Ing 

to the 2002 report of Woreda Ag riculture Development Office , an a erage househol size 0 he area IS 

estimated to be 6. 

3.2 Origin and History of Alaba 

Like many groups in the south , written historical sources on the pas 0 Alaba IS scall t an Illcornple e 

which makes reconstruction of their origin and subsequen de elopmen complex In he a sence 0 

adequ ate written sources , reverting to oral trad ition is indispensable al erna I e as mos an hropologls s rei' 

in attempting to trace the orig in and development of the groups hey s udy 
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As existing limi ted literature on the history 0 sou h E hiopi In eneral an j '~,/<1 C S d n' r ' CJ Cl' 

suggests , Alaba people belong to the old Muslim s a eo Ha Iya hlch conSIS ed 0 : re aie' '0 os ," ~J 
were historically belie ed to live together. These groups ere sal 

with many shared attributes. Though there is no clear consensus on he usa e 0 

of the old Had iya state, carefu l analysis of the scan y Ii era ure, helps olden I 

the south consis tently referred as Hadiya block/clus er. Brau amper( 980). 

ethnogenesis of Had iya cluster said that: 

ne erm an cons, er s 

e major e hn c gro ps r 

ho IS rommen In he 

From the 13th to the 16th centuries, the Hadiya cons i uted one a 'he mas Impo an 

political entities of NOl1heast Africa. Their coherent territorial block as a en sha ered 

by outside forces and its inhabitants were absorbed by peoples a he erogeneous e hmc 

stock. At present, descendants of the old Hadiya can be Iden (Ie III I e I 'eren 

linguistic clusters: Oromo (hosting Hadiya descendants),Hadi a proper. Sidama proper. 

Alaba and Kabena and the East Gurage. 

Beginning from thirteenth century, Hadiya (which includes Alaba) as lis ed amon he epen encles 0 the 

Christian empire and was obliged to furnish auxiliaries (Tamrat 1972:106). III order 0 eep ne can erc:d 

Hadiya people in check, Amdeseyon prohibited them from carrying 0 ' ensl e eapons an rom n In 

bridled horses. In 1332, a rebellion was suppressed, and a mili ary group as recru l e rom he Ha I a 0 

join the Ethiopian Arm y in its campaigns against Muslim YifatlAdal (Perruchun ci ed In Bra amper 

2002 :56) 

The fact that Hadiya had indeed become a tributary of the Christian empire In he 0 r ee h cen r IS 

confirmed by the reports of Arab historians as well. Through ou he en Ire i een h cen r , a I a 

struggled repeatedly to obtain its independence from Eth iopia (Braukamper 2002.57) 

Ceruli, on the other hand, expla ined that there is some uncertain y aboll the exac poll ical slgnl Icance 0 

the name Hadiya as used in the Ethiopia chronicles. In the Arab histonans tile position IS clear !..l lImarl an 

Maqrizi claim the existence of states called Had iya and Bali ru led by ttlelr o ' 11 ( ,1l9S :, tl .10slerr 

organization. The evidence from the Ethiopian chronicles stated hat In the reign 0 Amdes on ( 3 -12, e 

Hadiya king was tribu tary to the king of Ethiopia. It as also reporte tha t he rela Ion 0 a a an E hlopla 



as loose and characterized by consisten re oil agalns ri u ar s a s an 0 en en 0 s '0" 

Adal Muslims waging war agains the Christian king om rom nor he as (Ceruh 956 85) 

After Mahiko's( Hadiya clus er leader) ailed re ellion on E hloplan C ns Ian r<1n om nng e re vn 0 ' 

Zarayakob (1434-68) Alaba became more independen rom he Ha I abe' remalne e 

suzerainty of the Christian Empire . When Fernandez se 00 In Alaba coun r In 6 3 an me 

chief Alico there , the area enjoyed a nearly unres ric ed independence rom E hlopla . hils am a a I 

not differ much in status from an Ethiopian province (Braukamper: 1973). 

The Alaba lives between the River Billate and Awasa and their language belongs 0 he same grou as he 

Kembata. They are mentioned as part of the kingdom of Hadiya in he chronicle 0' Zaraya ob ( 43 -68) 

and by P.Antonio Fe rn andez, who traveled in th is reg ion in 1613, as a little sate . n u ar 0 E hlo la 

adjoining the Kambata, governed by a Muslim who took Fernandez Prisoner (D'Alme a ci ed In rlnllngham 

1952 ) 

The 16th Cen tu ry began with an increasing rise of the Muslim-Christian struggle or omlna Ion In 0 eas 

Africa, which cu lminated in the long-las ting "holy ar" (gihad) aged by the 1\ usllms 0 ;.., al un er e 

leadersh ip of Ahmad Ibrahim (nickanamed Gragn) agains the E hiopian empire. Tea Iya more or less 

volu ntarily joined the Adali tes in 1531 , established marriage rela ions i h heir lea ers and fough the 

Christian fiercefully until the final co llapse of the Muslim offensive in the ba Ie 0 ayna Da a y he allied 

Ethiopian and Portuguese force in 1543( Braukamper 1980). 

When the war with Ahmed Gragn broke out, Lebne Dengel ra aged Ha ya or non -pa men 0 e In 

1532, however, the Hadiya chief was won over by Ahmed Gragn, af er 5 ·t 

re conquered Hadya. In 1568 the Hadiya leader (g arae!) refused 0 pay ribute, an Sarsa Dengle a ac e 

him in 1569. The last Ethiopian expedition against Hadya as made by king Ya ob In 60 A er this he 

Oromo occupation of the country north of the Gibe and Lake Ze ay cut it off rom the E hiopian ing om. 

(Ceruli 1956: 86). 

During the turbulent Muslim Adal wars of the sixteen h century, Cushl IC all Semi Ic-spe Illg pop I Ions 

of the Hadiya state we re at first shifted to the north es and sou h es an then . some ecades la er , el her 
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conquered and assimila ed or pushed es ard by he e panu u)g Oromo I IS 'roc s~ 0 ' ,S ( 

dislocation did not come to an end un il he mhara occupa Ion shor I be ore 900 (Bra ar' e' 00 G 

ean while , the Oro mo expansion hich brought hem Into nor hern , nor h-: es ern an I eas err SI 'an a 

erritory , many Sidama/Hadiya groups ere absorbe b hem and heir Ian : as re UCE;-l \) ' t,E more: a" 

the Omo and great Rift Valley regions (Trimingham 1952) 

Towards the end of nineteenth century, the expanding E hiopian empire incorpora e all a I a gro s 

including Alaba, According to Ceruli (1956: 118) in a broader sense he Si amo group ma be sal 0 Incl e 

six groups speaking kindred languages and united by a cer ain racial and cui ural homogenel These are 

in addition to the Sidamo proper, the Hadiya, Kamba a, Tambaro, Alaba an Darasa Gedeo T e 

administrative division of the Ethiopian Empire after incorpora ion 0110 ed he same grouping e SI amo 

province , governed by a dajjach , comprising the territories inhabite hese six groups 

According to the oral tradition Alaba were in the north of the presen Ha iya erritor bet een he Omo an 

he upper Bilate for short period before they left for heir presen d elling places eas 0 e Brla e abo 

1800, The Alaba tradtions claim very intensive historical connections ith SI arno ne 11' t:;- t I h In he 

vicin ity of Sidama proper for a period of time following the aban on men 0 heir 'orrner II/lng-areas Ir all 

south west of Harrar, By the middle of the 18th century they left Sidamo and egan 0 rno' e JP s ream 0 e 

Bilate to the north , Between 1800-1820 they finally established themsel es In their presen areas Ala a 

began crop production during mid nineteenth century (Braukamper 1973:34-36) , 

According to traditions of movement from their original land 0 Harara Pia ea he laba an 

occupied as neighbor of the Shashogo the area bet een the Charcher range an 'he re Ion 0 Shlr a In 

what later become eastern Ars iland, After the Ada li te leader Ahme Gragn ha con ere Da \ aro, t e 

welcomed his troops and joined them to fight against Christian supremacy, 0 hich he ha hi her 0 een 

subject. The turbulence of the djihad provoked such far reaching migrations amon the peoples 0 hat area 

that the whole ethnic situation was radically af ec ed (Braukamper 2002 63) 

A part of the Alaba and Qabena at first moved 0 sou h es , here hey Ie some 0 elr clans In Ga a 

and the present Sidama country , The region a he source 0 he a I sha ale or inS ance IS s III calle 
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Alaba by he Arsi people. As can be seen rom sud 0 heir enea!o IE:; a: 

Alaba and Qabena segments again Ie Sidamaland In 

Kemba a they preceded (0 he sou hern escarpmen 0 he Gurage mo n alns b [ . t;, .'.t;'e r. e" "e'" 

there by the invad ing Leemo at the beginning 0 he nine een h cen urI E abtl a e acua:o;; J 0 : t; 

region north west of the Gibe head waters and pursued a pollc 0 Islamlza Ion rrough mill ar orce amon 

the surrounding Gurage (I bid : 64). 

The Alaba proper, after their defeat by the Lemo Hadiya , mo e a Irs eas ar 0 he coun r/ 0 e 

Ulbarage, where they stayed for a short period . Abou 1820 hey inall reached heir presen ,'eilin arEa 

in the lowlands east of the Bilate . It seems to be true, ho ever, ha 

migrated along a shorter route from Shirka and Gadab to the reg ion eas of am a a inS ea 0' ta In tile 

roundabout way through Sidamaland , were already established and the earl Inlnllgrans are enerall ' 

called 'ulla' Alaba, the "old settlers" (derived from the word ulla = land) as compared to he ne comers (0 

cite) . 

3.3 Language 

The study people ca ll themselves Hallaba (hallabicho- singular) and heir lang a e IS sal alia Isa 

According to Bender (1976) the language of Alaba is classi fied under A'ro- sla IC amll 0 so h eas 

highland Cushitic group of Eth iopia. It shares much lexical similarity Ith emba a and ambaro 

languages. People from these three ethnic groups can communicate and unders an each 0 her easrl 

withou t interpreter. Besides , the language of Alaba is also rela ed i h 0 her hiS oncall an c I urall 

related Cushitic groups of Hadiya , Sidama, Gedeo and Burj i. Alaba elders claim ha here are man 

remainant groups among these ethnic groups who are Ie t behin dUring he co rse 0 earl ml ra or 

movement from northeast to their current territorial limit. 

As the elders of the area explain and other studies re eal , the language 0 laba people as Semi IC II e 

Adare 's. It is believed by many elderly informants ha laba people slo' Iy ga' e up he r on Inal Semi IC 

language in favor of Kembatta/T ambaro dialect d ring the ir s ay In T ambaro area be ore conw g 

presen t territory. Through interaction and close rela ion ith Tambaro. hey a op e age 0 
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Tambaro/Kembatta . Since laba people claim escen rom nor eas Hmc r c r d dr t : ':'11;' :0 ~r·.t, 

areas, their original Ada re like language has also s reng hens heir arg men 0 Semi IC I en I I as 0 e 

noted that other Muslim dominated groups in he sou h also race heir on In 0 nor h eas area 

Hall abisa language is widely spoken as mo her onguelflrs language b maJon 0 Mia a Tno 9 ;'r' ar c 

is the official language both in government offices and schools , onl a small propor .on 01 e peop e spea 

Amharic. As one moves away from Alaba To n, it becomes di Icul 0 fin people a s~eaf. ;' n ar c 

Alaba people in the border areas are bilingual as they spea Oromlpha , Kemba Issa . 'a I a an Sli I 

language in areas where there is common boundary ith them. Their in erac Ion In he or er area IS no 

limited to language but also extends to marital relations as el l. As many in orman s argue e man al ,e IS 

common with Kembatta as compared to others. 

3.4 Religion and Beliefs 

Alaba are predominantly Muslim society. According to CSA (1994) popu lation an housln census repor 99 

% of the rural population is estimated to be adherents of Islam. On the 0 her han , Or ho ox Chns lans are 

46.3 % of the urban population . There is also significant number of Pro estants In f laba To n Or ho ox 

Christians and Protestants are concentrated mostly in Al aba To n. Ala a To n IS Inhabl e hmnara 

(19.6 %) and Kambatta (16.7%) who are predominan tly adheren s 0 Orlho ox and pro es an al h 

respectively. As a result there are large number of orthodox and Protestants In he To n Similarl' as he 

rural area is predominantly inhabited by Alaba and Silti, the majority are Islam rel igion 0110 ers. 

As oral tradition and some written sources hint, Alaba society is his oricall be lle e 0 e par 0 he 0: 

Hadiya which is said one of the Muslim states in the south . They ere reported 0 be Islam as earl as 4 h 

Century (Braukamper 2002) . During the si xteenth century , hey joined the Ahme Grangn (A al) In aS lons 

in the south in the operation led to nominally Christian Kemba a. Ho e er Islam re ligion slo I' ecomes 

muted when the Oromo expansion blocked the interaction of Alaba ith uslim cen er In he or eas area 

between sixteenth and eighteenth century (Trimingham 1952). Du nng this peno In mos 0 1 Hadl a groups 

the traditional/local beliefs revived and Islam as nominal rel igion signi ficantly los I s Impor ance Bu Islam 

once again revived among Alaba around 1830 i h he eachings 0 Shelll · ana ,vho IS sal 0 e e 

descent of famous Sheik Hussen of Bali. Through time, Islam rea akened an spre amon hem t Cer 

1956:129). 
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According to T rimingham (1952: 80) the incorpora Ion 0 Sidama grou 5 In ne so 

Alaba) in to the E hioplan Chris ian Empire 0 ards he en 0 nine een L Ceo 

Firstly, he chie fs of the 'pagan ' sta es ha 0 accep a nominal Chns Ian I 

so 'le UeS 

uslims were lef alone ; Secondly, i opened up irec con ac be teen nern an 0 rod ' ,' S. r Cenie 'S 

hich ere being affec ed by the rea akening 0 Islam In Ethiopia dunng lit:: St:or' : C· " 0;; r '0;;:':,:: :' 

century and apparen tly caused further dissolu Ion 0 heir paganism 

Obviously, since Alaba were nominal Muslims, the Chris ian Kingdom olera e hem unll e e case 0' 

other groups in the south on whom Orthodox Christianity as imposed. Ho • e er 0 hodo Cnns lanl " as 

introduced to the area with the coming of ortherners and 0 hers 'ho came 0 Ala a Ian a er 

incorporation and during subsequent periods. Today laba To n IS Inha ley slgnl Ican nJ er of 

Orthodox Christians as people from different area come 0 he area or ano s socioeconomic an 

administrative reasons , 

Pro testants , on the other hand , came to Alaba land around early 960s I'h people comln 0 e area rom 

predominantly protestant kambatta and other adjacen groups. The earlles pro es an ch rc 0 ale, vl O 

was established in the area in 1960s though prior misslonanes empt ',' a no s CCbS; Tre 

advancement of both Orthodox Christianity and Protes antism has no s re clle 0 ,', n 

and its surrounding. Any attempt to introduce Chris iani ty In he area recel es co lieci e OppOSI Ion rom 

Alaba people as Islam is historically deer rooted among them. Slig an periodiC enslon e' een 

Protestan t inhabitants and Alaba people is not uncommon among he a heren s 0 he 0 al hs In he 

study area , 

Among Alaba it is difficul t to distinguish religious alues rom heir radl lonal prac Ices 0 en '/ a. peop e 

explain about their culture is some thing that is rela e ith Islam eachlngs Their I hi 

shaped by their religious perception . Construc ing small hu s in ron 0 heir home as personal! am ily 

prayer room is very common practice among hem. During he ile or hene er I IS he pra er (sola ) 

hour, my informants conduct their prayer in orming me 0 al un II hey Inlsh heir peno IC pra er - e 

people are generally kind and friendly 0 outsiders once hey no he pu rpose n rno I,es e n ire ne :. 

comers/ou tsiders , 
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Beside Islam re ligion , among Alaba here are some ra I lonal reli tOUS prac ces ,1" j bel e' 

religious orld vie . Kilallcho ( i ch) is seen as a man posse sse t in e II sprr an ,a san t; sp r 

power to bri ng ei her good or ad hings on people Alaba people Ie .' I s:e (, 

po er tha enables him 0 con rol on proper {possessions people's rela tons P "Q 'a't; an I ra:J'3 

factors like ra in. 

Among Alaba people consult kilancho ith some gif s so ha he ge solu Ions or personal am" social 

and natural problems. Kilancho usually spent his ime around home and 0 en a en re ular rellglo s 

meetings or prayer and entertain people coming or di erse problems I IS er usual 'or Kllallcho 0 

instruct, individuals in need of his assistance , to sacri ice speci ic color hen goa an e' en b II epen .ng 

on the weight of the problem and the capacity of the person in rouble. People pe orm 'N a IS ns r c e I 

the kilancho and bel ieve that they would be rel ie ed from heir problems. E cep religiOUS an some soc al 

activities, the social interaction of kilancho is limited . 

In Alaba there are very few individuals viewed as Ragga- personal i ies ho are belie e 0 be 'er' near 0 

All ah and their prayer is supposed to be more errecti e han 0 hers . Highly honore an respec e rell)o s 

leader of Alaba, Sheik Seid Mikie (Sheckoch), as a prominen igure respec e hrou n ou ;'Iaba Ian for 

the special religious merit he owes as the local people percel e. He as belle ed 0 be a rell 10US I an 

whose spiritual status gave him special position. Sheckoch as no n among 'Iaba 'or heir healing 

power, religious and cultural knowledge , effective confl ic dispu e managemen an peace b Ii Ing (amon 

Alaba or between Alaba and other ethnic groups). 

Alaba society annually celebrates and shows their respec 0 Shekoch hrough gi pro' ISlon an pllgrtma¥e 

to one of the residence sites of Shekoch named Badane hich IS loca ed some ms a: a' rom Mia 

town in the north . The celebration that lasts for a eek before oulid(Prophe ohame s Ir hay) IS 

attended by large number of people from allover the area. s my in ormants e platned In a span 0 ' ee 

the size of cattle presented as a gift reaches up 0 150. Of hese he lar es propor Ion ':10 I e 

slaughtered to the hosted guests and he remaining IS Ie for heir honort; j 011 Ico-re I ,ous ,ea ier 

Shekoch) as a gift. 
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part rom his religious and social activi les , She och ha plate a prOrl' nE:') I- 1 J.;;'S ' 

Alaba society together itll Side clan leader, ho IS tra I Ion I ch Ir p~rSJI 0 ;.. ltJd 

Because of his re ligious irtue, his voices an decIsions are e ec I e 

his death in 1996, his oldes son , Haji erjan, 00 he responSI iii 0 {lssurr,E: e ro e 0 S ';: :' 0;;' JS 

Shekoch took from his grand fa her. Presen I , he annual celebra Ion ne! If BaJar;e s ec '1 :; as '''e 

'lind of urbanization blows in the area and some pollical an rel igious pressure (liSCO ra es: e t: ,e ' 

Among Alaba elders are highly honored and respec e hroughou heir II E: ,n t; and e Jt;n <1 E:r jC'l: 

Though there is less evidence of ancestral cui , he perform some In 0 SJcr ~e 1'.) "1 t, ': J'a .o;; , .' ~ v ' 

deceased elders allf1u ally. Family members organize a eas aroun he On'tJ C' 1 ~casd 0-; !o-;'S ar ~ ~ '(1: 

to them. Ceruli (1956: 129), on his part, also tried to hin ha he phall ic monoll 'S ,', 1, cn re:o bE: i ~.H1 :J n 

their country Illay be connected with a solar cu lt. Barren omen pray 0 hese sones Generall , spea' In9 

the traditional beliefs and practices hosted by Islam religion in he pas en 0 be gra uall / replace . nc·.·. 

Is lamic CU StOIllS among Alaba . 

3.5 Aspects of Kinship and Clan Organization 

Kinship re lation and values are crucial in social, economic an poli ical Ii e 0 Alaba Klns I pro I es a 

framework of defined and orderly pattern and forms 0 organiza Ion ha enhances goo re la lon , 

responsibilities, rights and obligations among differen sub groups. Inshlp manl es s I sel In al sphere 0 

life among Alaba society. 

At the center of kinsh ip organization is household (Aboroso) composed of a lei ( lilla, I lome ;" Ja .na 

their child ren( Osso). Alaba are patri lineal groups here by descen IS race hro gn m Ie I ne nence 

property inheri tance also follows the male line The ather Inherr reso rces (Ian I.es oc e c at s 

disposal to his sons either up on his death or their marriage. Generall 'omen ha e no access 0 Innen: 

property from th ei r family. Traditionally the eldest son is fa ore in proper y inheri ance an pia s Impor an 

role in family affairs in the absence of his father. 

Among Al aba there are about 23 exogamous par ilineal clans(Oebos) II clans ar su' pose to r 1 'r! 'ro' 

another clan . MalTi age within clan is s rictly prohibite and lola Ion 0 tle r cl Ion re [S serro s 

ostracization from the community. Unlike the a jacen e hnlc groups such as en' a 

") ~ _ _ 1 
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In i enous marginalized groups among I a I h 'hom marn( ge an 0 ' t:r 

II clans are said to ha e equal s a us e cep he senior clan SIde ,';hlch IS 

council of Alaba land represen ed by all clan leaders Ho' e er, In respec 0 rnmr a _ c '0 S ,He So ,/ 

equal sta tus . 

Clan identity is pivotal in economic, social an poli Ical 11 e 0 Ala a socle Cia' n e'" ue's ..: 2 "l a,,:2 

ancestor and ha e a sense 0 unity and coopera Ion . Usuall , he dis Ingulsn rlt:r'se 0 es iro" ..I : ers ' / 

calling nimanna (ou r member) and hen they are rom the same lineage (boku) coOpertl : Of a' j 

in teraction would be closer and evident in arious spheres 0 life Any 11Ir a "apper S :0 2 ,rt:3]c 

member is cons idered as the concern of every member in ha ances r group 

Though , they are not considered as part of Alaba socie y, here are 0 Inhabl an cl ans n e s U '/ ar a 

called Awado and Ross i. Awadao are believed to e cap i es 0 ar ('sla es ) 'ho came:o he a ea 0 0 er 

long time ago. Usuall y, they tend to call themselves after he name 0 a hos clan ( . here e,/ Inha I) af' 

their own. They are endogamous and agricultu ralists . Among Alaba marnage WI h hem IS rad l lonall ,/ no, 

acceptable . While , Rossi are endogamous tanners hosted among Al aba 

Further more , there are migran t - marginalized groups called fuga ho II e on he 0 S ir 0 ~I a a O;/rl 

and scantly in rural areas. They are specialists in pot making an pro I e ser Ices 0 11e peo Ie In e area 

They consider I<embatta as their pl ace of origin . 

Fugas marry wi th in themselves and tend to consume 'poilu e ' 00 A 11t~lr II le i f'JO ' Je:-e" s ~ r' ~ v: 

making and casual daily labor work. they are not in 01 ed in farm actl lies Ti't: f < rc oJ.., 1 ... i f'k'll~cr:, 0 

any religious groups in the area . Though, their social in erac Ion Ith other people s er Ilf 11 e . tne 

surrounding communi ty buys pottery products from them and occasion all he accompan neral 

ceremony wi th their songs and locally made one side drum. Genera lly, as hey are soclall ,/ espise '/ the 

people , they are neither allowed to enter into the home of others an nor 0 b > s r t:d ood (l home; t:Jr 

life is highly associa ted with locally made alcoholic drinks and prone 0 poor sa In 
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3.6 Household (Aboroso) 

Li e in any peasant societies , household is a basIc unl 0 pro uc Ion amon ne ;"Ia' HO St: 0 ~ S 

primarily consis ed of a husband , his i e/ I es, heir children an 0 tler hos E:lI r la ,€:s C' ~~r5" 5 -

household mostly act as an independent hole in carr Ing I s pro uc Ion ac I lies ( n 

members . Among Alaba, trad ition defines uties and responsl lilies 0 

members. Accordingly, tasks are shared among members malnl base on se an a e 

cul turally depicted roles assigned 0 each member. 

Like 0 her patrilineal groups, in Alaba men are consldere as managers 01 ;,u,ISc:' v j di ' d '5 .1:"; 

responsible person for the economic security of households. man, as a hea 0 a 0 SdlO ra~ :ne r ~' ~ 

o decide authoritatively on social, economic and leadership Issues I hln nousetlol or 011 if t: ro Sf; 0 ' 

members. In family affairs , a wife stands nex to a husban and ac on e lal o· 

absence. But, when the first son is matured enough 0 manage amil a fa ir he 'oul ac on ehal 0 rs 

father than his mother. A wife is supposed to be submissi e and obed ien 0 her husban Among Ala a 

wife never calls her husband and his father by their names. As locally belle e hiS IS one 0 he' ays ere 

women show a respect to their husbands and family. 

Children follow the foot steps of their parents based on heir sex. Girls us ally Ilelp heir mo er n ro Ine 

domestic activities and tasks around home. Boys, on he 0 her han ,aSSIS heir a er In rrc I ural 

activities, both in crop production and livestock rearing . Marriage a ch ildren IS ra I Ion all eSlre an 

respectable goal looked by parents . Elders blessing to young persons is usuall ad resse In s ch erms 

3.7 Local Governance/Leadership 

Local pol itical organization of the Alaba people is basicall egall arr an and I IS ase on ne r die 0 elclers 

council formed at different levels . Lewellen (1983) classi ied leadership base on el ers co nC11 n er 

uncentralized political system which is characterized by dispersion 0 po er amon groups han In I I als 

At the top of Alaba trad ition pol itical structure is Hallabi Oga e hich IS compose 0 clan lea ers 0 e 

land. It is supreme elder's council chaired by Side clan leader. mong Ala a S, e clan IS Ie\' e s senior 

and 'administrator' of the supreme council. As a result hey ser e as lea ers 0 supreme co ncil .':",1 cans 

are represented by their elderly leaders to deal with he concerns 0 he en Ire Ala CCdn r I 
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Hallabi ogate is the inal and highes decision ma mg bod es e a respons,bll 0 s ·:t J s ... I'e ,~i :, t:::" 

clans , to issue or change local rules , 0 100 cases tha are no resol e 10 ,' • • ' ~ , E; S d' Jr· J. . ~ 't:' 

ethnic relations , The name 0 he council is erl e rom he place I n er ares :s c:C: • if _ k r . ! 0)<1 ':; 

means 'shade of tree', 

The second lower level under local adminis ra i e s ruc ure IS Oebo Oga e( clan 'e el co nc I ,', 1 C 1 S 

comprised of elders of a given clan , Debo agate IS responsible or he a mlrliS r, ,01' of t 0 :, 11 C in f'a's 

Al l clans among Alaba have heir own council vested a dut 0 Implemel' r t: sera ra"I ' 01 2 ':OJe : 

conduct) of Alaba society , Specific issues trea ed by debo ogate Includes han lin pre ,e" s :rc: a:t:0 :. :r r 

the clan members , arbitering disputes among clansmen, media Ing genoci e an OO r ,I 9 cst:s ra ~r: 

from boki ogate/ lineage or village level counci l. 

Village or lineage level council (Boki agate) is the 10 est uni under the local a min iS ra I e or anlzauon 0 

Alaba , Vi llage level council has a function of making decisions 0 er mat ers 0 linea e mem ers hus I S 

ro le is bounded by residential pattern for lineage members inhabi In the same local I Pro lems a ari se 

with in the specific locality are dealt by vill age level council. In er-household quarrels an spu es 'f I n 

lineage mernbers are dealt at this level. 

The local administra tive system among Alaba is governed by Sera, The erm Sera IS se In Similar senses 

by some groups ill the south like I<embatta (Yakob 002) , Gurage (Bal1lru 2002) 11 SI Ill, (a· IIIlC 

2002), According to Oyvind (2002: 41 ) Sera is defined as "a set of loc I cui ral norms ur co cs rt' . 

the communal social structure and interaction" 

Among Alaba sera refers to acceptable life style as e ined by the local cu i ure Th s sera 0 erns 

socioeconomic and cultural life of Alaba at different level star Ing rom In I Id alslhousehol s all li ne ges 

up to clan and entire group level. 

Under Al aba local governance system, the role 0 omen and chil ren In Ie er Ip IS elm ns III Ican 

Their participation in decision making process at di feren Ie el IS er 10' 

part icular are the major actors in the local adminis ra i e endea ors 
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As ell ar icula ed y elders 0 he Ian he ra I ional a miniS ra I e s rue re n er :.en 

change since he incorpora ion 0 Alaba 0 E hloplan Ing om unng t; en 0 c.E:r. : r J 

ini tial period of incorpora ion he northerners a empted 0 use he e IS.n oc a r f s:r d' . E: 5: c. I'\: 

gradually a modern bu reaucra ic rule as pu In opera Ion 

As elderly informants revealed , the land of Alaba as dl ided among he appoln e Balaba s (Ian lor s 

who exploited the local people. Though he cou rt sys em he balaba s an pro' Inclal olernors ,',ere 

operating as installed by the cen tral govern men . Alaba people did no to all , I e Ip 

administrative sys em. It as operatin side by side I h he ne s s em,' ene ,e' fk '-0' sc:T t:d oan E:S 

are in consensus. This is particu larly true 0 disputes a indl Idual. househol s vlan a'1 ~ ,en a e ~ f :: 

group level. 

The weakening of traditional gove rn ment system continued up 0 he time 0 Oerglmil l ar regime \' en 

Peasan t Associations (PAs) are establ ished as the 10 est formal a minis ratl e unl 0 go ernmen e 

local governance system was not looked in good erms . As a resu l I s ro le an 'unc Ion echne 

significantly though the people continue to depend on elder' s council or many o· elr a -airs General l; 

Al aba people prefer to bring their cases to elder's councils a differen Ie els 

or woreda level. The formal court is viewed as the last al erna i e or resor or cases ha are be on 1e 

elder's capacity. 

However, after EPROF took power in 1991, a sign 0 re I ailS e I ent In e loca go ,ernance s,sten as 

cl an leaders and Alaba land council (agate) are 0 ten consu l e In I feren ISS es ha af'ec Elr II e T e 

government also showed an in erest in participating cl an lea ers In I eren SOCIO cui ral economic ar 

political issues . For instance, in conferences and mee mgs alme a a alns harrn'ul ra lonal pracuces 

and other sensitive social issues, clan leaders and elders are seen as the lea In I res an PM lea ers 

But, the influence of urbanization , sca ttered settlemen t of clans an linea es , mo ern In I I ualls IC In In 

and formal education tend to contribute for the decline of the local lea ershlp s Ie 
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3,8 Ma rriage 

arriage is an essential social ins itution tha establishes permanen rela lonstllps tJe.:,t'.::' s~o 

serves as a bridge 0 form family , There are di eren Inds 0 marnage amon,., sec e'! 

ones are discussed belo , 

3.8,1 Types of Marriage 

3,8 ,1.1 Maasisu 

eS '1 ' 

This is widely practiced and social ly accep able t pe 0 marriage, hlch IS usually arran ease on e 

in teres t of paren ts . Among Alaba when a young bo a ains marriagea Ie age a er passin ro gn ne n'e 

of circumcision (turkamo) and economically capable 0 manage his II e he St10':JS his rea" ness or r arr age 

by different symbolic acts rather than face to face diSCUSSion I h his paren s ;, hE::n a oun_ bo I CVl es fj 

home lately at night (compared to the normal times) an prepares a separa e sleeplil place or arr.er,' I 

in his parent's house, it is an alert message to his paren s so ha hey hln 0 er on ma e selec Ion Once 

the parents realized the intention of their child , they star 0 search a girl or heir son In consul a Ion I 

their relatives . There is also an instance where the child ini tiates he ma e selec ion hen he as an 

opportunity to see a girl in di fferen t social gatherings in he locali y. Since clans are exoga ous. selec Ion 0 

mate is definitely su pposed to be from other clans. 

Once the girl is chosen up on the agreement of he young boy's paren s, here IS ra Iionall es abllshe 

way of testing whether the selection of the girl is appropria e or not. Chec Ing he soundness o· e chOice 

starts with a sudden visit of girl's family by the young boy and his best fnends Ualla) 

Consequently, in one of the days a boy accompanie ith hiS bes nen s (jar/a :ioLilci 90 to e ~Irl s 

parent home during early morning to tes t his 'luck' according 0 he local cus ulll .. , e' t' ,e 'r :;, , CircrHS 

see a young boy and his jalla in their home, they realize ha 

potential suit among the visi ting boys is distinguished i h hiS sm II )a elin n a hi e sc r e (ne ella) 

wear. A boy who enters the home first is also cus omanly identl led as he 10 er of he Irl hen he 0 

visits , if the girl is cleaning home, going ou to fetch a er etc I IS regarde s t1e 111 e ct10lce IS no nun or 

'bad luck " 111 the contrary, if he girl is comlllg bac a er e chin ater, prep nn co' ee an t e Ii e t1eSe 

things are taken as indica ors 0 goo luck and ngh ma e selec Ion The oy oge r er ,'11 h S eS :r en 

undertakes similar isits until he is sure abou he righ tness 0 his ma e selec Ion 
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arriage among Ala a requ ires consensus of elders 0 he • 0 clans or I ne 

girl are members. Marriage needs the nego ia ion 0 he 0 sides Be . een he per 0 0 consers s ar 

wedd ing day, habitually the girl is supposed no he 0 ard ;:>a'E ' 

hough the boy visi s he home 0 he girl 's paren i h some gl s up 0 he a 0 ,',ee r 

After securing consent from elders of the girl side, he go-be eens gl e he ee ac. 0 e Irl sparer s 

Hearing the positive reply of the elders of his group, he a her 0 he girl sends he el ers In ormln hem 0 

come back another time to formally announce accep ance 0 he reques '/nen ne el ers r:or Ie av 0 

them for the second time, the girl 's parent formally anno nce their ag reernen drl I 11 . 1 t: :r e :;; 10:'5 St:" ! ' ! 

the parents of the boy . 

Before the wedding ceremony, there is special arrangemen tha ill be hel In he home 0 e girl s paren 

where by elders send by boy's parents presents bride ealth ( gebera) 0 he am i! 0 he Irl D nng e 

fixed day by the parents of the spouses , the bride ealth (gebera ) oul e han Ie out to he ami!' 0 he 

girl. According to the tradition of the area, gebera can be in kind or cash Accor Ingl ; on he occaSIOI 0 

bride weal th handling , usually the parents of the girl ill be i en locally ma elan e tbu!t ~o\ some 

amount of money and a cow. Depend ing on the capaci y of he boy's ami! . can e e en e 

to other close rela tives of the girl as well. Up on comple ion 0 he ceremony , resh grass III e gl en 0 all 

of the girl's family members and close re latives by sent elders to Ish an s m ollze lesse Ii e or 11e 

sui ts . Likewise , the father of the girl promise to gi e hei fer to their daugh er 11 r1er 10 er I !!t1lch 

symbolizes full agreement and specia l engagemen 0 he spouses Dunn tk occ SIOIl lle a.e 0; 

wedding will be fixed by both sides. 

Prior to the wedding ceremony, the girl isits her re la I es In the locall t n collects mone 0 rcnase 

necessary items for the wedding day. Being accompanied by her rien s (8ja/)a) he Irl ' oul y I m 

from one of the local markets . Alaba mar e hosts he larges num ers 0 aje a ' ere se eral Iris 

appear before their marriage. 

A day before the edding ceremony, the girl ill in i e all her nen s or c \' nole 111 nl sil1::Jln ancln 

This last day night party is locally called ferilo and Ie ed as one 0 he Imes ', hen 'rren s 0 he rl 

29 



express heir 10 e 0 he girl an her faml l I IS also on his occasion e ' If Ir " . S ' 

made of local plan . The juice is elle e 0 ge nde 0 an s omach p rasl es 

in ternal organs of he gi rl. Since i is very sour, be fore he girl dnn s I , her am i 

promise to give her a gif (erifa) so ha she III eel easy 0 nn he JUICE Bu itH:: S 

not be given as it as considered as one a 0 encouraging he girl 0 nn 

During the edd ing day, the bride groom ill In I e all his re la I es an 'nen s 0 r,e :,E In ar ~ I ' ce 

Alaba socie ty pursues pa rilocal residence, his paren s org anize he marnage ceremon In 

Dancing and singing are impor an e ents during he eddlng ay ha can help or e eas 

existence of a wedding ceremony in the locality. 

The invited guests (hammamota) ill be ser ed i h local ceremonial 00 calle akano ,'Ihlcn IS prepare 

from an enset product. After enjoying the local meal, he hammamo a oul march 0 e home 0 e n E 

wi th warm songs and dances . The bride groom and his bes men valla) III no 0 ,' I h e hal11l1Jal7lo a 0 

bring the bride bu t they rather stay at the home. 

When the hammamota, send by the bride groom, reaches 0 the home 0 he n e he ' III be ':arml 

welcomed by the parents of the bride and invited gues s orm heir side . sa ceremonral meal mem ers 0 

hammamota will be given either a milk or shame a(local drin ma e 0 sorghum 'Iour\ ;.... r nn IS pro' I ed 

wi th locally made big cup (lebote) , which is to be drun in ro a ion b he gues s All gues s nn 'rom he 

same tebote turn by turn . Among Alaba edding feas originally takes a small-scale celebra Ion B 

through time the size and the requirements of the east has been Increased '.' I 11 1elr contac :. 1 h rban 

areas and surrounding groups. 

After drinking the ceremonial mil or shame a, he paren s 0 he n e vo I gl e nelr a h er 0 ne 

hammamota together ith gi fts like cow, household utensils an 0 her Items The ues s accompan he 

bride mounted on 110rse and march back to the home 0 the bndegroom Itb grea JOY 

When they arrive at he bridegroom's home, he gues s handle he bride an gl s sen y er amil 0 ne 

bridegroom. In th is ay the official ceremony ill en . mong laba dunng ne 

bride groom and his t 0 bes men ljal/a) oul spend i h he brrde an the shares IS 



_ tr 

sui 0 his jal/a. The ac 0 he es men IS consl ere as a SI n 0 J : n ( '~rt: . "s' ~ 

o the ex en of sharing I e. The ne I e IS S ppose o s a mort: -!l S I me'w s a 

compartment (dora) prepared or the hone moon peno . Dunng his 

is no supposed 0 mee i h her parents an uncles mong Ala a IS ac IS e e,ed '0 s/ bo Zt: e 

respect of the bride 0 her amily. 

3.8.1.2 Buren Assu 

This is one kind of customar marriage arrangemen among Alaba hlch nee s shor peno pre aratlor 

and immed iate engagement due to various pressunzlng ac ors ould e pre'erre :1 En ere s 

parents want to minimize expenses associ a ed i h elaborate e dlflg ceremonl a, 0 S :Jr en tr e 

wedding da e whene er the girl hesi ta es to accep the marnage proposal elng Infl EnCt: bOEr ... o J 5 n 

the locali ty . 

To avoid possible denial of the boy by the girl, parents 0 the girl and he bo 

out informing this to the girl. During the wedding day, only closer re latl es and 

a e t I 

e In I e as 

this kind of marriage is agreed to be less costly and shor er peno arrange men T e Immedla e 

engagement, minimum cost, and invitation of small number 0 uesls d ring ceremonj 

distinguish the buren asu marriage type from maasisu. Other ise, he hole process or 0 h marna e 

types is similar in many respects . 

3.8.1 .3 Herana 

Among Alaba society there are occasions here more han one bo sho' s an III eres 0 marr air' 

though the fami ly of the girl agreed to gi e their daughter 0 someone "tlene . d1ere IS p ,air' 1011 

boys on a single girl, it requires lobbying and frequen aglta Ion 0 e \:)Irl 

and close kinsmen . 

If the girl decided to marry one of he oys, she woul be gl en a 91 y tler 10 er tl, s /[11 011 es her 

agreement without the notice 0 parents. Once she accep ed he re ues 

leave her parents home by s ating accep able reasons an JOin her 10 er III pi ce 'Ihere 

When the girl is absent for 0 er a day, the paren s cus omanly un ers and • ha happene er 

Beginning from the third day of absence, her paren s e pee some ne s rom he s rroun Ing abo e 

.., I 
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si ua ion 0 heir daugh er. Usually dunn he hir day hen he sun se s me sse ;j':' ".0 I ; ~o;: ser ' . 

he daugh er's fam ily 0 in form hem he here abou 0 he girl an her eln9 elopE: an 1 0 ' 

he girl hears the voice 0 he sen man, hey oul run a er him In or er 0 ca c an '1 nc~ , ':: 

man kno s ha ill happen, he ould lee imme la ely a er elhng he messa e B tin r ess~" ;ie' s a 

moc act establ ished as one ay 0 sho ing paren s concern 0 e gir' n IS r. n"d r e ~art:r ' ~ ' r :. 

where their daughter is and star 0 nego la e on the Issue. 

Hearing what happened to heir daughter, he paren s and close rela I es oul go 0 he ome 0 e o· s 

parents in small group unexpectedly. During he occasion he paren s 0 he 0' " 0 I 

deeds of their son through local elders. To ritualize the reconciliation hey .. ould Sid n er Ie er 0 ' ,,:e 

the elders and girl's fam ily members. In he mean time, he boy's paren s pro .1 t: bride :.ea'.r gebera. ,­

the form of either cash or in kind like co or in bo h orms Some Imes I he 'ar 1111' 0 e gl" IS flO 

convinced by the marriage arrangement; they can a e bac heir augh er ThiS spar Icularl' r t: : t: 

the parents promised thei r daughter to some one else and rece i ed bn e eal h 

Herana is becoming common form of marriage among Alaba. Ur an in luence an ormal e ca Ion en 0 

under play the influence of parents on mate selec ion and long and ela ora ed mama e arrangemen s :"s a 

result young boys and girls started to view herana as accep able orm 0 marna e SUI e 0 nelr Ime 

3.8.1.4 Gossu 

Gossu is a kind of forcefu l marriage that takes place i hout he consen 0 he Irl an her am il 

happens among Alaba for various reasons . Firs Iy , hen the irl 's parents all 0 I eddln a e In shor er 

period. Secondly, when the girl refuses to volun anly go 0 her 10 er In he 'olm 0 lie/ana 11arr'a e ~hll" I 

when more than one boys sho an in teres on a girl and 'here IS n airy 31ll0f1l 0 S ;:J Ir I If :, k' 'JI t: 

one's request is no accepted by the girl. hen there are such kin s 0 pressunzin . ac ors ossu ecornes 

an alternative form of marriage where by the boyan his nends orce ully ake he girl Slf1ce hiS In 0 

marri age is traditionally unacceptable, some times the girl 's amily ml h reJec an Ind 0 e cuse an a e 

back their daughter hen there is some one already gl en 0 hem ne e I h I the prior 10 er InSIS e 

her return , the family can do so. But, if he is not intereste 0 marr he Irl the n e ' eal (gebera) ' OUI 

be retu rned back to the old mate . I he girl's fami ly agrees on he marnage 0 he' rl 0 ne ne ,' par ner e 

local elders go to their home ith a po ull honey and nego late to smoo It he rei liOnStl,p dn nn eace 
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be een he 0 amilles. In addl Ion 0 bnde eal h he bn e room IS S pose J ' 

or in kind as a ay of apologizing or his mlscon uct Among la a, clans n I .In es' J '1. 

in mediating and handling marriage cases Thus, marriage IS no onl he ISS e 0 corce'ne s 

heir fami lies but also he af air 0 clan and lineage mem ers 

3. 8.1.5 Rage 

Alaba people practice wido inheri ance ind 0 engagemen hen a • e les re nus an r 'eW ~S tr,e 

sis ter or close re lative of his deceased ife . Similarl , hen a hus an dies IS" Ire n err I rotner or 

close re lative of her deceased husband. As many 0 he in orman s ar ue he ra lonale be In S' C • n 0 

marriage is to protect the property 0 the amil . 

Rage ensures property (l and , Ii estock, hu etc) 0 nershlp or IIlhen ance ;, hln It: ;am J c' C vSe re a' , t::> 

Besides, a brother or a sister is belie ed 0 pro ide adequa e care and proper rea men for t e c I ren 0; 

their deceased brother or sister. Conversely, if non-relati e 0 he deceased person marries a .'.'1 0 : I IS 

said that he/she would claim property of the deceased person and ill not handle care ull he cnll ren 0 

the deceased person . 

3.8.1.6 Polygynous marriage 

Among Alaba society polygynous marriage is idely practiced orm 0 marriage. A man can marr as many 

wives as possible as far as his capacity allows him manag ing the ne I es an heir ctlli ren 'ccor In 0 

many informants both the religious teachings and the local alues 0 he communi suppor smarr In more 

than one wife. Based on my field work observa ion i is osslble 0 sa el eSI e ha 0 0 en 

households some four would ha e more than one i e. As extreme case In orman s repor e ne case 0 ' 

one man in the study KA ho married about eig I es and ha e more han or / chll ren 

Major reasons for polygynous marriage among Ala a Inclu e social economic (nrl If cI ' al 1C ors 

Socially, having more than one ire among the communlt IS regar e as s m 010 SOCI I pres I e I also 

means establishing marital relation i h many clans and forming I 

status in the area. Cus omarily a man ith multiple I es IS respec e amon 'Ia a As res \. 'er 0 I 

wants to attain it. 
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In economic erms, a man i h many 'I es oul ha e more c Ii ren :. 0 555' 

produc ion ac ivi ies and domes ic services ore 0 er he also' III ha e more ... or I€:; t.r 0 C, re a J 55 S' 

him. As children are vie ed as source 0 securl y upon 01 age, pol amous marna _ ... 0 ' .e 

opportunity for ha ing more chi ldren an prac ice as one a 0 ma ImlZlrlg socia sec r ' ':'s't: 

persons in the s udy locali y explaine , Islam eachlllgs allo marnage 0 more nan one : , e ' ro I ell t a: 

the man has an economic capacity 0 manage hiS amll . s a resul pol /9 no s rl'arna e s :Jrac{ c~ 

hene er the person has he means to do so. 

There are individual factors that result polygynous marnage as men lone b' some In orman 5 

Incompatible relat ion between spouses 0 en leads 0 look or ad I lonal 'I e .\ en ere IS recurrent 

dispu te between spouses and the women IS belie ed to e Incompe en t 0 r larag€; er ram a a r J"a 

marries another oman ho can trea him in be ter manner an mana e [tIe 'aml, ,,'uPcrli ::: Iv'CC 

among Alaba is not common since men ha e op ions 0 marr a llional I e 01 orce IS e fI h 0 men 

than women among Alaba. Unless the man declares di orce 0 icially, no one marr he oman ho g she 

is not living wi th her husband and her separation is kno n. 

Some informants also argued that oman tend 0 ge older earlier han man T 5 he man as 0 100. or 

young wife instead of living with his aged/sen ior ife. One of my In onnants • ho IS aroun la e a ul hoo 

stage said that "women are not good for marital rela ion a er fi ty bu men continues 'f I h heir s reng p 0 

sixty." 

As the discussion with key informants hint, no adays polygynous marnage among Ala a IS sligh I 

declining because of various economic and social reasons. As he people s con ac ' I h ur an cen ers an 

access to formal education increased, the prac ice IS gra ually declining Th s In 0- en erc f 1_ 

increasingly becoming par of young Ala a boys mentall y As many () II II Orn\lI1b dr] It: I t: .er i e, 

wan t to marry more wives , economic conditions 0 not 110 hem to clo so LdlHI and I' es v(K SIZ(; per 

household is declining as the popu la tion increases at a fas er ra te. Thus, s Ctl ' Inu 0 economiC press r~s 

tend to discourage multiple marriage. Health educa ion on amily planning also IS con rib In 0 he echne 

of polygynous marriage. 
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3.9 Bride Wea lth 

Among Alaba almos all forms 0 marnage re Ulres bn e eal h (gebera) pa rr n .,. e:; Ie 00 S 

expec ed 0 presen a gi ei her in he orm 0 cash or In In 

the introduction of cash crop (pepper) he amoun size 0 bn e eal h Increase ras Ical! amon 'aba 

Tradi ionally a bride groom gives a co and local blan e (buluko) 0 he n e sam. Bu all/ e 

amount of bride eal h reached up 0 Birr 6,000 As man In orman s ar ue ,e br e :,e:d: 3" ') ,., . 

depends on marketing condi ion of pepper (cash crop) , 0 her cereals an ". es oc . ;, 'en ;:Jeo;:,e se :.'1J[ 

they ha e in better price , they tend 0 increase he amoun 0 bnde eal an • Ice ersa 

During the last decade the amount 0 bri e eal h dras ically Increased and ace s ron OppOSI Ion ro 1 

government side and local leaders Bride eal h IS conSidered as harr 1 ul rae o"al ;.l'ac. ce (l' J 

extravagant act by go ernment officials as people spend a 10 As a resul I ere: IS a e IE: (I 0' Jccre:Z,S r ~ 

bride wealth amount by the people. Elder's council decided ha he bnde leal h shoul no e cee more 

than 200 birr in 1997 . As a result there is a tendency 0 decreasing nde eal h amoun by he people 

Besides, as people come in contact wi th the urban area , mo ern education and economlcall cons ralne . 

the amount of bride wealth is gradually declining . 

3.10 Agro·Ecology, Climate and Land Cover 

3.10.1 Agro·Ecology 

Alaba is si tuated in the Great Rift Valley reg ion that ru ns from north hrough cen ral E hlopla 0 so h Agro­

ecologically, it is found in mid highland zone. The altitude of he ore a IS I hln he ran e 0 500 and 

2200 meters above sea level. Though the area is sai mid highlan , I re lec s man 'ea ures 0 10\' Ian 

areas. Generally, the topography of he area is plain and suscep ible or aer 10 glng 100 Ing an erosion 

Of the total land mass of the oreda about 70% IS plain an 7% IS rugged he rema nrng 0 said 0 

be mountainous. 

3.10.2 Land Cover and Use 

According to the data from oreda Agriculture Development Des . 0 hE; 101 I 82 3 hE;C rE; Ian 0 tle 

Woreda, 57 ,285.9(69 .6%) ha is used for agriculure. bou 523 8(6 ) ha IS 00 lane Oll 0 e 0 al 

ood land, only 833 .6 ha is n ural. This seems to re lect the se ere pressure on n ral 'ores ne sc n I 

wood lands are mainly the results of affores a ion programs 0 GOs 

., -
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The propor ion of cui i able uncul l able an urban areas IS 87 5 5 

hec ares respec i ely. The remaining propor ion IS cI sSlle as se lemer :. 

gorge e c. oun La icho (2396 me eres a s.l) IS he hlghes pea ',' htle 811 

o the area. Bilate and Dijo, he 0 major n ers 0 he area, rain 0 a 'e:'" J a J _3 ' t' ~> a d 

respecti ely. 

3.10.3 Agro·Climate 

Conventionally th ere are four major seasons among Alaba The class I Ica Ion IS m Inll ase on 

observa ion of periodic agricultural ac i i ies, the con Ilion of rain all an empera LrE: - e are 'e:e. es a' 

average of t 750 mm rainfa ll annually and the mean annual tempera re IS abo I ~ C-

The four seasons are lamula (spring), karmea(summer), mahan (aUlLlIlJIJ) and l1ago { :.Ii er _an' J a s 

small rain receiving season where by the area experiences moderatel ho emper ure liS IS a In~e :Irer 

people plant root crops (potato) and vegetables (main ly cabbage) 0 cope Ith he upcomln 00 

season of hago. Land preparation , sowing and eed ing are major prod c ion ae I' lies n er a en nn 

this season . It is also relatively good period for Ii es ock rearing since I is a Ime or he ro h 0 resh 

grass . 

Karmea is the major ra iny season among laba kno n or ItS cool e her Cln heavy ra n e major 

prod uction activity of the season is left sowing and ee ing 0 Ie and pepper Thl IS he pea season 0 

food shortage in the area whereby s ored ood diminishes . 

Maharil is he next season that folio s karmea. I IS charac enze ,'" 11 1 C !c:' ,J:" '1 I ,:. , -:::t .,r 1": 

occasion al small rains . Har esting and th reshing are m Jor agncul ral ae I ItitS nCl ta"c: ~ :t' a,I' Ilg It 

period. Th is is a time where the farmers enjoy the fru it of heir labor Besl es 

livestock food is also 'plenty' as compared 00 her seasons an I IS a ore Ie Ime or nlm I pas re 

Hago is dry and sunny season In la a. I IS slac peno 0 ag ncul ur I pro Ict,O Dunn 1 e' erlo I 

farmers enjoy the har es e crops. ThiS IS a period here armers se ll ne r pro JCe II' e loea' r;' ar el 

Alaba market ou ld be flooded i h large number 0 rural popula Ion unn h s ,me ,m s pea 1'13 r , e' 
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period or bo h he rural people and ur an merchants Sociall y I IS apr ~ • o· a" ,f. ' 

Singing and anclng ceremony 0 circumcised bo s an girls) 

3,11 Economy 

Among Alaba the concep 0 economy IS no compnse 0 a single erm ra t er s e ( ~'t:-sE~ r 'c'" 

acti i ies , Aburu (cultivation) and Giza Allalu (animal husban r'j ) are le :;e as pr 'IC 'a r t;;-r ' -.;r ,, ­

As most informants argued their economy has shif ed rom pas oral, 0 agro -pas oral an ra I, 0 r e 

farming where by crop culti a ion and Ii es ock reanng slmul aneously under a en he pas ra ,',a, 0' I e 

is active in memOl'ies of elders and e en adul people el ers 0 en sa ha our ',' a 0 II e ,'IdS no e I IS 

loday, ou r fathers lived as pas oral ists", Since he ad en 0 sed en ar' r1l1lr~ arr vII: ;' ~ ~cC:" f: ,'t; 

practicing both economic activi ies side by side, Seasonal pe y rade relatl ie , as r..l rcCe ' 

holds paramount importance as addi ional economic ac I I Y 0 Supplelller pre I c: on ac', ' es -

introduction of the major cash crop, pepper, main ly a ter I allan occupa 1011 IncreaSe' ~nelr In /0 enlcr I 

the marke t. 



CHAPTER FOUR 

-to L AN I) A.' A FA "1'< II \ 

-t . l I alld Te llur e: Iii ·tu ril: .. 1 ()\, ' r v i ' \\ 

According 0 Seymour-smi h ( 986 62) land enure IS e Ine as conce;}' ' rv Jer " r ' a' 

'0 nership', re errrng 0 he ngh ul holding 0 I n by a person or (0 lp :. c" cr r C' ' r S ' '" J ;j 

in 01 es 0 nership." I is clear ha land enure de Ines he In 0 rela Ion be 'Iten ,e 

includes rules tha spell ou the righ s, responsibih les an obhg Ions assocla e ,'.I 

s atus of relationsh ips, access, use an 0 nershlp 0 Ian 0 er he long perro 0 ne.r II e I 'er n tPE c: 

land tenure systems has been e perienced b Alaba Thus , he ollO't In par a. emp s 0 presen~ r la,or 

land tenure sys ems mar e i h a change In pollical condl Ion 

4.1.1 The Situation before Incorporation 

Prior to their settlemen in curren erri onal limi , ances ors 0 la a tiere ea' wg clSle' ,'. a! 'c 

According to prominent elders of the area, catlie herding as he major source o· e r Ii Ie , 00 

supplemented by occasional gathering of ild plan sand rUlts . As he oral ra I Ions 0 e area conSIS en I; 

show, throughout the course of their mo ement from heir Ian 0 orrgln Harar pia ea 

herders until they inhabit in their presen land and egan crop produc Ion Dunn elr Ion nls or o· mo Ie 

life , they stay in certain area for a hile and mo e ano her area. hene er he s a Ir a I it'1 p,ace e! 

make sure that the land is suitable for heir cattle and he es a lish smooth and peace I rela lor S Ip .. Ii n 

the people they encounter throughout the course 0 sou th ar mo emen rom nor heas Thus he Ian 

tenure was characterized by temporary holding 0 a gi en land on a group aSls an uSln e pas reo e 

water, plants and other resources on communal ground 

Once they reached he presen area and permanen Iy occupied he ern or 1 :"13 a pco e 

sedentary life mixed ith incipien crop production prac Ices As e pl<1lne I t r orl lan: '1 :r c . , , 
~ I ! 

locality, different factors con ri bu e 

(five generation ago). mong 0 hers, demographic, social , economic and n ur I ac ors can e en as 

major ones. Both internal and e ernal influences resul e gra ual change In h Ir pro ue Ion SiS er 1 3'1 

settlement pattern. As mos elderly in orman s agree he baSIC ac or seems shor a t 0 an 0 er la:l a 

most area in the sou h during mid nine een h cen ury as permanen I oce pie 

groups like Kemba a, Ha i a, Sili i and rSI Oromo It IS UI e a ae h, as ne op I ,on ro ... 5 In s ze 

, I 
( 



p 

the amoun 0 needed land 0 support I ,Iso mcr€=. ses As ( r·s I 

erritory and e pand along i h pop lation gro' th A recurren II es OCr t::pl er 

necessi ate looking 0 her alterna I e means 0 subsls ence as he people looses t e' 

and faces i h drough . ith increasing exposure 0 crop pro ucmg a 1)< cer ro ps ~r J s use' t:: : 

interaction , Alaba people started 0 adop graduall crop pro uc Ion 

The re inforcing socioeconomic and natural fac ors pushed laba 0 s ar senll-se en ar J ;e,'. r n r t: ' 

territoria l boundary as often encoun ering periodic con lie Ith adjacen grou S 0 ;er scarce reso rces ar ' 

competing in terests . 

Though, they were relati ely leading se tied life, it as no be ore mid 91 cen r ( il e enera .on a~ 0 :11a 

Alaba began adopting crop production prac ice rom groups Inhablte ,'I n e: r ,:: f': - 3' :=v:;~ l! 

elders of the land , ith the in troduction of the irs seeds 0 maize, po a 0 rl 0 I er ruo: :ru' S I ~rv" 'k : 

traditional leader of the land , Imam Nunade of Kolmme clan , from 01 /1 area crup pro c,or' It:gar 

among Alaba around the mid nineteenth century. At initial s age, the a option 0 crop pro c Ion aced a 

challenge from the majority of local people though it as ini ia ed b leaders 

Through a series of attempts made by clan leaders to con ince he people he I ea s ar e 

acceptance by majority. As some informants explained he opposition as base on tle bellt: I n IS 

viewed as sacred resource not to be touched /ploughed by people'. Touchmg a land hat IS a source 0 

animal feed and water is seen as destructing the base 0 heir e IS ence Ho e er. 0 er Ime hro h 

practical demonstrations made by leaders and increasing in eractlon and con act A Ith he a Jacen peasan 

groups like Kembatta , Hadiya and Sil ti, gradually crop produc Ion became an Incre sin ' 1n1 or an s rce 

of livelihood to Alaba people. 

At the end of several years ' mo ement from northeast to south r. he drlCE;StcrS 0 :... Cll:Cl (lrrl , e :J r '= 

current territorial limit and began relatively settled life as agro-pas orahsts Accor 1(19 to oral r I Ions e 

newly occupied land was allocated by clan leaders 0 all groups 0 Ala a As resul e ch cl n 0 'lile' I S 

own territory ith loose boundary usually marked b a er a , rees , moun Ins gor es e c mce E: 

people were moving seasonally ith their herds, a gl en clan en 0 nott1er s ern or In St: rcn 0 aSiO' 

and water. The relationship bet een differen clans as said smoo h as he, elon 0 r,e same: ro 

9 
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Elders mforme ha mo ements to near b e hl1lc yro' :.f:re ( a r 

rue of border areas shared I h rSI Oromo in he nor h 0 nn e 

as 0 groups claim a righ in a gi en grazing land 

, . 

hen they mo e in groups, children and elders • ere Ie aroun heir reSI e'l 

hat they would be pro ided i h milk and bu er or heir consump Ion If! Ie a 

' ... ". 

move to distant area where pasture and a er as available nlmal pro uc s I. e n r ar I 

I' • 

-.. . ~ ..... 

s 

variety of wild fru its , roots and lea es of plan s ere major sources 0 Ie s . os el er' a. e ac I,e 

memory of their fathers' ag ro-pastoral mode 0 subsis ence an lis 0 • lid plan s se 0 e ea en e ore 

few decades ago, probably indicating the close rela ion 0 he ore a hers 0 Mia a ,',' na Jra } :J ro :. n 

ed ible plants . Animals were not on ly source of diet bu laba people use 0 ma e resses rOI' I 

Du ring the pastoral and subsequent agro-pas oral ay 0 Ii e, Ian as communally 0' ne clars :. Ie 

households had only a use right over he land they occupy Commonall y .' as e ,I en In access 0 land 

pasture, water resources and seasonal mo emen s. A his sage househol as In e;:Jen en nit :fas not 

evolved since clans and lineages ere s rong groupings de ermlnlng he SOCIJ eCC'lO"l: , Ie o· I ' , JJa 

and households. Gradually. communal land 0 nershlp and use ngh ra lion slo :, I sr'l' e C 10 St:1l0 I 

level as people started seden ary arming hereby hous hold became In e enden pro L c Ion nit 

During the early settlement period in the area and agro-pas oral prac Ices, Ian ' as plen y pop la Ion size 

was small , households owned abu ndan t Ii es ock up 0 00 and an imal products an ' II plan s \'iere m lor 

food sources. Elderly informants were obsessed i h ' he pas golden a sene er he' con pare elr 

early li fe of abundance and the current Ii e often e plaine in erms 0 resource scarci he are a'so 

aware of constraints of early times. For ins ance, in some occasions gro ps season II/ 1110 'In \'fn le,r 

herd to border areas return back loosing all their herds ecause 0 Ii estoc epl emlcs 

As Alaba people periodica lly move aroun border areas, con Ilct Ith a lact!J1 e IH11C (rOll .'Ias r~,tl:en: 

Th is was particularly true of spora ic dispute Ith Arsl Oromo tlO h s Slllli (r III eres: :, '1 ~ bel Ir 

areas. As explained by Seyoum (2001) the major cause 0 can lic be 'een MI Del 1 1 ~r Cron C l'v ,r ! 

Alage (Ziway area) during early se tt lement penod as compell Ion 0 er SCI ree re::SOl r t; ><:e ,', :e' -r . 

g razing land . 



I 

ccording to many in orman s the adop Ion of crop pro uc Ion • as r lOrE: 

incorpora ion of Ala a 0 E hiopian Empire 0 ar s he end 0 nine e r t eer' " 

1960s that most 0 Alaba Ian as cull ate an pu un er use or aJr... 'AJ r r J! ~'..,' 
articulated by most informants. 

Though , the early settlemen as based on clan a ilia lon, grad all as peop e r 10 . era v"f; eCl . J ' " 

another for various social and economic reasons , the se lemen p ern ~ as been nli/in S ~ ... I B ' s' 

several villages were called after the name of heir clan 

4. 1.2 Land Tenure After Incorporation (1894) 

As informants explained Alaba people a emp ed 0 resis he occupa Ion 0 heir Ian \ e pan In Et IOp.3 

kingdom in the last decade of nineteenth centur . They col labora ed 'I h amo s a ena ea er H3ssan 

Anjamo, who fiercely struggled to un ite some Musl im groups in he sou h 0 sop he con rol 0 cen ral 

government. However, it was beyond their s rength 0 check he mili ar campaigns 0 Emperor ) ,nl ~s a 

result , they gave up and became part 0 he Mo ern E hioplan mgdom conso Jatt fir tr,E ~c:no 

During post incorpora ion period Alaba people experienced subs an lal change In r e r soc: eCO' Of 1 C and 

political conditions like many groups in the south . Changes brough In rela Ion 0 lanell:] ~arr J a' ard soc 0 

economic structure in general in the south (including Alaba) ere e plamed by 

follows: 

In the provinces of south, the issue of land 0 nership has been resolved I h ommous 

clarity. As a result of expropriation folio ing heir conques . and con lillie aliena Ion Sll ce 

then, a very large part of the land in these pro I17ces has passed 11110 he hands 0 landlor S 

who now hold it in permanent, pri ate 0 nership A large section 0 he landlof c ass 'Il til,S 

region represents northerners ho ere gran ed land 117 hiS area. I'll/Ie rile les ,ep,esen s 

indigenous elite groups that prospered under EthIOpian rule Tile coral/a 1 0 large scale Ian 

alienation is the appearance of a vas class of landless peasan s ho comprise en an class 

in new provinces of Ethiopia. The superimpOSition 0 a nor herner I, Il .0/(1 yrou{) ne 

transformation of indigenous elite in 0 a land 0 I1l17g class. ana Ille ... Ufl ... VI '11' t: 1 • ..,' ..;' • 

a large section he sou hern peasan ry to enancy are ne 11U1~GI ell! l]t\,,, . ~ ,../'!,' 

process. 
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s mos elder informan s ith ac I e memory 0 e con I Ion a I la er 

period as marked ith a change of radllonal lan enure 5 s em I. her 
I ' 

use right 0 er their specific land 0 ned by heir clan The Indl I ual lise fI_ : n 

ay 0 increasing land control y represen a i es 0 cen ra j go ernmen a cJ ',t:k • E: . ~ S . 1 'rT " •• c 

s ruc ures ins ailed by the E hiopian Empire . 

Elderly informants and focus group discussan s main aln ha he comm 01 y as e PIOI eo' e a' 0 n d 

local officials (Balabats). The people were requ ire to provide tnbu es to he of ICla s 111 In T Ie :.1.01t: 

Alaba including open grazing land and forests was di ided among balaba S 0 sec re e ec, e con rol 0 : !:; 

people, tribute collection and land control. As laba people ha more ca Ie an :hey ft: earl , n crop 

production , they were paying tribute in he form 0 mil , b er, grass and so on 0 compensa e 10 :. 

contribution of crops . What agonizing most informan s of he hen con l ion as III a I 1011 0 e rl e 111 

kind , they were supposed to provide services to local balabats on a regular as IS \ en and .' omen 'f or' 11 

the houses of balabats different routine household activities Ii e ser an s 

As a strategy of Eth iopian empire , during early penods 0 occupation , tle loc d 1111r ;:,(r :Ior :. dS Oas!:; ,: In 

the traditional clan based political organization 0 Alaba. ~ os 0 appolll eel bala als :.ert: C,?,fl e Jt;'S 0 ' 

Alaba land . However, over ime the structure as pa Iy replace persons <1p;-JOln e j t) cen:r:l' 

government. 

According to my informants the prevailing situa ion as sign ificant! change dunn he snor peno 

occupa tion of Ethiopia by Italian attempt of the 1935-1 939. I as a Ime here Ala a people relle' e- 'rom 

exploitative administration of the Ethiopian Empire. Explaining ha h ppene Ulln he I a Ian occupa .on 

my informants said that we saw a hite men armed Ith modern guns an pro t;C I e res cnaslng 18 

northerners from allover Alaba land . Though e ere can used Ith ' as gOln aro n us " e 

remained neutral in the opposition bet een Italians an ortherners Thou n the I all ns oc s 'as 

eV3cuation of nor herners , large number of AI ba people Ie t heir area an sl 'it: ' r Bil e R er SI 8 " 

they realize that Italians inten as no ith he local people. 



Dunng he i e year I alian occupa Ion peno , la a people enJO ear h o. r 

burdens and arious requirements 0 local admlnlstra ors As In! lal ph~ 

during their short s ay in Alaba area as on in ras r cure e elopmen 

cons ruction . Many 0 he buildings in Alaba to' n 

main ained friend ly rela ionship i h he local people hey encoun ere 

they ere vie ed as humanis ic compare 0 he no herners or e re 

in-kind tribute and denying a righ 0 er the land 

s 

With the defeat of Ital ians around 1945, the impro ed Sl ua Ion as res ore ac : Ire reins a:t:n t:n of 

imperial regime. Though the gabber system as abolished , he larges size 0 Ian .' as s .1 con ro e 

land lords. The in-kind tribu e as replaced ith monitory land a an his' as Ie :Ie as t: malor c ar e 

introduced during post-Italian occupation. Accord ing 0 mos In orman s he peno 0 pos -Ita Ian e ea ,',as 

viewed as relatively better than before as the various requ iremen s 0 local ba/aba s .'ias re uce an ,e 

in -kind tribute was replaced with cash . Bu , s ill most 0 laba people ere 

until the coming of mili tary regime to power in 197 . In the course 0 time he open areas an ores Ian s 

were almost converted to agricultural land ith increasing popu la Ion press re In eres 0 Ian lor s In e 

area and introduction of mechanized farm to ards the end 0 Impenal regime 

4.1.3 The 1975 Land Reform 

The hostile relation between the disadvantaged majority tenants and he a ored lar' ,or s J t:: In,pt:rla 

reg ime contribu ted significan tly to the 1974 revolution , hich brough he mili tar regime 0 pO ' er I I he 

ideology of socialism . Among major ch anges made by the govern men . he 975 Ian re orm can e CI e 

as significant improvement wh ich made land to the iller and declare land as s a e proper 

According to Desalegn (1985:37) the 1975 land re orm proclama Ion declare ha al r ral Ian 0 bt:: e 

collective property of the Ethiopian people". s a resul indi i uals are sal 0 ha e a use or s ruc rl n 

over their land. Thus, land as said no 0 e sol , ren e ,lease etc Dunn hiS eno Peasan 

Associations were established as the 10 es Ie el go ernmen a mln!stra I e nl s an e role 0 

effecting the land reform in their respee i e locali y mong Alaba Ian • hleh .0.: S re . 0 s: reg sere j ! 

the name of balabats as gi en 0 he en ants or Ing on ha speci IC btl/alia s I 

to he tenants . As most informants argue that dl orced . omen an m, nl I n 
, .... 



ne land by P s In areas here open areas n communal Ins :.t:f , . 1/ • 

households also recel ed land heir name. As a res I a hus n :.1 n llr e or ' ' .... ~s' .: 

regis ered by the name of his I es. 

Among Alaba as the resu l 0 he land re orm he people • ere gl :en e rl se' era I' •• , 

~ ' oJ ~ 

interference of any in ermediary s ruc ures ha aC111 a e he e PIOI a Ion 0 e oca Pt: p •. 5 ... 

ost of he land lords Ie he area In ear 0 he negatl e reac Ion 0 he peop E; •• ~ \,j ' t;'5 :. 

the area during and after incorporation periods remained In he area as he . ere nen I an n 0 

wi th the people. 
ern 5 

Though , the early periods of the military regime as regar e as e er In ~rm5 0 es rc In e 

exploi tative system and giving he armers a righ 0 er heir Ian gra uall / I carne :, 'n a ne :. n' 0 ' 

settlement and production organization hich is ne 0 Alaba people The Illag lza Ion coHec I Iza Ion ar 

the quota production system were imposed on the local people hou h i s ne' or hem he >, hole 

production system was reorgan ized under the principle 0 socialism PAs and Coopera .ve 0 Ices .. ere 

established at local level to fac ilitate the hole process. The a emp 0 Derg 0 re -organlze peasan 

production along socia lism principle was not looke in good erms by maJon 0 'arr ers :,no :,er 

pressurized by various requirements . The hole course as re ersed I h tile CUIl1in. 0 EP CF :. c 

took the peasan t production system in capitalist pa h. 

4.1.4 The Situation Under EPRDF 

After EPRDF assumed power in 1991, the issue of land tenure as no clear un Ii h~ go ernmen o· ICla,l , 

proclaim the land as public or state property in he 995 cons I u Ion EPRDF te com land 

economic principle and took the path of mar et-Ied economy as he 0 erall g Idln rame ,. or 

During the field work , in the stu y KA the land holding 0 each household ', ' s on t:: ;.roc ss 0: 

measurement. The in itiative was going to e condue e a ore a Ie el a ter eomple .n e as ,n t e 

model KA. Up on completion of the measuremen , reslden househol s oul ':1 h cer I Ica e 

hich contain the name of household head, his i e/ I es and heir P'C lire ho S8 C s., e ota J<ln f 

occupied in hectare. According 0 he in orma Ion 0 talned rom ' ore a 

said to impro e productivity by increasing he armer's con I ence 0 er 



10 er he insecuri y eeling 0 er he land Though he program .. as s r e n c 

s udy KA, the plan is 0 scale up he ini ia I e a reg ional Ie el s obser , 

common to see and hear abou dispu e on occasions 0 Ian measuremen 

rue as sons among Alaba Ii e 

land up on their marriage. 

ow, land is increasingly becoming scarce resource among laba an beconlln an c1 t:'l(j t 

5 <; 

among parents and sons. It is not only the population boom ha IS ma IIlg land scarCf: e e:rt:as r:1 

soil fert ili ty and subsequent reduction of land producti ity also con tnbu Ing I s pro he el cons.ra r 

3.2 Land Acquisition Arrangements among Alaba 

As Alaba production system shifted historically from pas oral an agro-pas oral mo e 0 peasan arm n 

severa l decades ago, land became principal fac or 0 their economiC sys em ! hlch I nea III f:pen er on 

crop production and cattle herding as in tegral activi y. As a resul , 0 secure heir Ii eli 00 e people are 

supposed to have access to specific land . Among Alaba here are dl eren • a solan ac 151 on 

arrangements practiced at local level. Househol s In short 0 land or landless' arrrlers can a If: access 0 

land in exchange with he resources a heir dispos I. Be er-o armers '-::, h more ~Hl I ( i . ~~' r =l S 

maximize their benefit in accessing more land In e change I h 0 hers Tru' ,lfl 0.'. S arner ' d "t"'e'" 

farmers at different level of socioeconomic status III radltlonally accep able manner he 0 0 .' In 

arrangemen ts can be presented as major forms of land acquisition among Alaba 

3.2.1 Inheritance 

Alaba kinship organization is patril ineal hereby the male line IS consldere as Impor an 0 h ,n racing e 

fore fathers and property inheritance. As a resul , inheri ance IS he domillan orm 0 Ian access amon 

them. Up on thei r marriage, sons are pro ided ith a plo 0 Ian b tlelr p ren S as he so rce 0 nelr 

livelihood. Since post-marriage set lement is par i-loca l, sons Ii e I h heir paren us ally In e same or 

adjacent compound . In contrary, girls on heir marriage lea e heir paren 's home an JOin he elr 

husbands and they trad itionally have no ngh 0 inheri or access 0 Ian Ins ea rls .. ,ou l 

their family with gifts (erifa) up on heir marna e 
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Among Alaba paren s a or he eldes son in mos aspec s 0 

af air managemen , propert inheritance, represen a Ion e c an 0 her pro IS ons c 

is the begotten son tha oul be gi en a larges share 0 Ian as compare 0 

'. ' 

death of their father and marriage of he son Dea h 0 a her an marn e 0 so S rr. " :;: ':. J a • . ~ 

e en s tha lead 0 inheri ance 0 land among Alaba hus he el es son " :.. ... ,.., 

o er his father's land and ould alloca e a plot of Ian up on marna e 0 

local radition . 

When ever the issue of land inheritance or managemen IS unresol e a amJi t; t; e C St; ". 0 J t..e 

treated by lineage elders (Boki Ogate) ho are es e a responslbl ll 0 manage ar J a a' 0 :, 8 r r t:- ~t: 

(Boku). An individual also inherit the land up on the death 0 his ro her an 

inheritance is the dominant form of land access among Alaba, In he las eca es ncreaslng s or'age 0 

land due to population pressure is leading young persons par Icularl 0100 or 0 er al erna 1'.8S 0 acee s 

land. As the land is divided among sons, it ould be di icul or alloca e and realloca e a po 0 Ian 0 er 

generations in similar trend . Nowadays, fragmenta ion 0 land is ecomlng an Issue 0 large num er 0 

farmers among Alaba . The average land holding size has been shnnklng sign! iean Iy an presen I reac e 

up to 1.5 hectare/household . 

3.2.2 Share Cropping (Kabe) 

Kabe is increasing ly becoming one of the most importan form of land acquisl Ion mon 'Ia .. nere 

land is exchanged for labor. Generally, as he young persons are Inhen Jrl smad pia 0 lar' j Iron tlr 

fathers it is natu ral to them to look for other land to ensure access to su IClen ooel hrOl t1( t ~ e ,e r , 

Thus, usually land-rich farmers in the area enter his ind 0 arrangemen \ I h la or-riC ho ehal - ere 

are two types of kabe arrangement predomina ely no n among he s u are The Irs one IS prac Ice 

with Kabancho(share cropper) coming from adjacen e hnlc groups . here I n shana e IS C IC 

problem. There are large numbers of periodic migrants In he area COlllln rom ro J S Ii e am a a 

Tambam and Hadiya. The second form of share cropping IS prac Iced amon 'I. a hemse Ie In-_'o) 

kabe). There is evident sh ift rom share cropping I h ou siders 0 In-group sharecro pm arnon':"la a 

themselves as developmen resu lting rom land shortage. Bo h orms are presen e elo' 
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3.2.2.1 Kabe with Outs iders (Migrant Workers) 

I is well known fac ha enset gro ing areas In he sou hare amon he ensel, po J '8 Ii, .., 

coun ry in general and the south region In particular ccor Ing 0 he 00 

Sta istics Bureau of Sou h Region, ag ricul ural densl yl m2 or amba a 

to be 464, 433 and 46 persons respecti ely as compared 0 

number of individuals seasonally migrates 0 I eren areas here Ian IS re a I,e! .. , a' t:: 

of the areas where se eral persons migra e 0 engage In agnc I ural ac 1, I,\::5 per 0 • c~ , 

mig rants stay in the area during peak seasons 0 agncul ural ac I lies S ar In rom Ian I"'re~ r ' o~ ar • 

ploughing season up to harvesting time. As most In ormant share croppers. kaballcllo Sd d t t s·! or 

average more than four months among Alaba performing anous seasonal pro uc Ion ac I I t::S 

Kabana (plural) from adjacent ethnic groups come 0 Alaba usual! I h or I hou hoe E cep nls ,'; lai 

they posses is their labor power and ski ll requ ired to perform he seasonal pro uc lor las i.. oano r~ 

usually of young and early adu lt hood age persons . The agreemen IS usual!' base In con en ona , 

accepted manner where the landowner negotiates ith share cropper orall In he resence 0 e.', 

witnesses. After entering the agreement on the amoun of crop share, lis 0 tas s nd ac 1/1 les 0 e 

undertaken, the period of stay, other terms and conditions being nego la ed he share cropper ( abancha) 

in olve in routine tasks of production including land prepara lon , ploughing so In 

harvesting and threshing . Beside the con entionally agreed responslblli'f sh re cro OHS 

different household activities. They collect fire ood , care or animals an per orlll 0 fler t C " ,t::S 0 

the home and on the field . Throughout their stay in the area , hey II e " e an mt:: lber 0; ne 0' se 01 

They shal"e the home and food , participate in any social concerns " e uneral marna e ceremon f an 

attend periodic markets with in their vicinity. Bu , hey are no allo e 0 be absen or Sl nllcan a,s a' a 

from the locality unless there is critical problem in their place 0 ongln 

A share cmpperlkabancho ho attemp s to be ou side he locall y or anous re son '5 no '00 e In ~o j 

terms by the land owner since he is considered as "agncultural ac I Ity man ger He sno 

safe guard the field as a major responsible person . The desired beha lor 0 share cropper IS ha he IS 

supposed to be obedient, diligent and disciplined dunn hiS sta Up on ulfillin 

share cropper ou ld pro ides ith the amoun 0 crop agree a the e Hln n 

share is estimated to be equal produc ion 0 he plo nego la ed or tl (rrn (, '1 .re 
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cropping cereals are maize and sorghum. hereas, pepper an e are les II 

as both are considered as cash crops 

Though , the sh are cropper en ers 0 agreemen 0 share rom he Yield 0 speci C C 01 • 

underta kes periodic produc ion ac ivi ies all 0 er he land 0' ne h 
~ e o:,ner 10 

;. , s a't: 

C I~j r: .. 

is expected to work on land on hich he ill no ha e share 0 he 'l Ie d /-. on z r el~e t: "e . 

arrangement is incidence of crop failure tha is un or una e e en or both par It::S 

Whenever the two parties agree, the share cropper can be pai on cash basIs a er he amo n 0 cro~ a 

he takes is converted in to monitory terms based on he mar e pnce As mos In orman s arecroppers a'l' 

land owners believe , since the share of the produc ion Increases I h he size 0 tle Ie r 5 are crop;:;~ rs 

try to perform the best they can to increase the productl I y of the land On he 0 her an e an O ... rer­

sharer would supply all necessary inputs includ ing seed , ertil izer. an pro I e hoe SIC ,e arm 0 a'l 

plow. 

The con tinuity of the arrangement after one year to he 0 her largely epen 5 on e a reemen 0' he :,0 

parties. Performance of sharecropper, the level of obedience and his beha lor are conSI ere 

condi tions of the sharecropper for rene al of the share-croPPing arrangemen . On tIe 0 er an . e In 

of treatmen t and fairness of crop sharing by Ian 0 ner are also Impor an (lC ors eO rlS ere ! b I ~ (l'8 

Cl'opper. 

More presen tly, the increasing land shortage is signifiean Iy decreas ing sharecropplr arran erren .. I n 

ou tsiders more than any time. There is also an initiati e rom go ernmen Sl e 0 Iseo ra e sharecro pill 

arrangement with outsiders as it is vie ed as one factor contnbu Ing for un er emplo men 0 ' I a armers 

and wastage of time in other less productive ac i ity han agncul ural ac I I As he armers ee a 

distance from their field giving their land for 0 hers, their kno ledge and skill IS 5 I 0 e Ie e'lor n 

3.2.2 .2 Kabe with in Alaba 

I is evident fact that in the last decade share cropping arrangemen 

declining . Presently the increasing rend IS sharecropping arrangemen ' lIh In ..... 1, ( len se ,es SlnCt: 

land shortage is becoming fe l problem among laba. large number 0 tar! er ar en.,!a e... n 



sharecropping ith their neighbors, rei II es, an . ho r€: 

arrangement is predominan Iy a coping mechanism or Ian less 

en repreneurial farmers also use it as one a 0 ma imlzlng heir earnln spin 

fully engaged . Besides , female headed households, old age paren s, Isa, an 

and vu lnerable households also in 01 e in such kind 0 arrangemen as e / 0:. I 

agricultural activity. Usually, hen he dlsa an age households all 0 ha . c ose 0' ne OJ';' e 

they ould enter share cropping arrangemen . In share cropping rran emen eogra c rOI" 

ties , neighborliness and friendship are impor ant actors consldere b he concerne p r ,es 

Share cropping wi th in Alaba themselves vary rom tha 0 ou siders In man, respec s unl E e 

arrangement with outsiders/migrants , in insiders' share cropping the share cropper IS f pOSE' 0 

undertake seasonal production activi ties on the land only he 1111 ha e a share He IS not e pec e 0 carr 

out either extra-farm activities nor outside the plo he ould no ha e a share Since he arran emen IS 

between persons in the same local ity, the sharer says a his home and pe orms he arm ae lilies 

traveli ng back and forth travel during the produc ion season Up on he en 0 l e pro uc Ion 

season/harvest time, both parties recei e equal share based on a locally accep a Ie measuremen 

mechanism. When ever, there is disagreement throughou he produc ion peno and up 0 shann 0 crop, 

the local elders interfere and resolve possible tension be een parties s land Iflcreasln 11 ecomes 

scarce , young ind ividu als are in trouble for they don not ha e ade uate I~ nd na r e Inher ror qE;lr 

paren ts. As a result share cropping is becoming one of the major land acquisl lOll rran ei len ar eng 

Alaba . 

3.2.3 Contractual Acquisition of Land 

Among different options, accessing land through cash pa men IS one 0 he recen phenomena In he s u 

area. In this kind of arrangement any person ho needs land en ers In 0 agreemen 0 a e ne Ian on 

contract basis for specific production period and pays cash or he Ian he uses Thou h. he, reen en IS 

usually entered with oral agreement in he presence 0 i nesses rom bo h p, rites no v <lrmers ar e 0 

prepare wri tten agreement. The practice is more common in areas near 0 ur an areas It e A' a 

Farmers give their land on con rac basis or various reasons any 0 he In orman sepia ne 

households are in need of money or various pressing SOCial needs he en 0 I.e r Ian j 0 co trac 

l) 



-

basis or anyone ho a fords he cos . Some of he reasons 0 ren Ian mc a 
bride ealth , to co er medical expenses, 0 ren or bu arm 0 I 0 cope ',I I S lor a eo 

ulnerable and disadvantaged households, 0 ul ill he reqUiremen or 0 her r en an 

happenings. An estimate for ren ing one hec are land in he s u area IS a u 250 rr 

3.3 Tradit ional Household's Land Class ification 

ne p~c e soc a 

ar 

Among Alaba the land under cus ody of a household m par Icular an a: ~ge In _ era 

classified based on the purpose it serves. T eland 0 a gl en household can e con ,er e J c 55 e as 

Kafate , Mine, Geti/, and Karmet. The land based on i s axonomy ser es anous sOCIO-CUI ural economiC 

and administrative purposes . Though here is sligh aria ion rom one locah ~ 0 ano er enera I e 

aforementioned classification can be taken as the ommant local land use pat ern an 

by the society and transferring from generation to genera ion chang ing I h d namlsm rela e ,'I n he Ian 

shortage. 

3.3.1 Ka fate 

Among Alaba Kafate is a foreyard situated in front of mine (hu ). A person ho sands on he a e 0 a I line 

(hut) can see the open area usually covered with grass and rees . The area IS usually htnl, ence ' I 

thorny trees or eucalyptus for both security and demarca ion purpose Locally he size 0 'a a e IS re'a e 

with the socioeconomic status of a household . Be ter-o armers 0 e usually lar e SIZ oor 

households have small plot of it. A man entering a compound 0 a household IS S epping on Ka -a e 0 ge In 

to mine (hut). 

Kafate serves multi-purposes among Alaba. It is a plot 0 land here here are rees ha ser es as a s a e 

for resting and entel'tainment. Among Alaba people spent heir leisure Ime under ree an hi 15 par Icularl 

true during sunny days and slack production periods. hene er here is a need he neigh or ho sehol s 

also part take on such occasions. The fu nction 0 ka a e is no only IIml e or el ers an a ul s bu I also 

serves as a playground for children . Socially, Karate IS an area here m rna e uneral an rell 10US 

activities are under taken by the communi y. The rees serve as place .. here el ers carr ou ne,r 

leadership role and community affair managemen unc Ion. Tra Iional a rmilis ra I e co nCI 0 I"\la a 

(ogate) literally refers to a canopy of a ree here elders sea and rea I eren communi mem ers 

cases . Thus, Kafate is distinguished as a place of mullple social ac IVlle mon 'Ia a comm nal 



mosques are very fe . The people usually cons ruc a small h In ron 0 

periodic prayer (So/at) regularly . Chat che ing, a common social ac I I /pr c I 

here . Post harvest production activi ies also ta e place In Ka ate hreshln' 0 e 
here and almost al l crops a er har est are s ored In a small hu (granar ) 51 a e 

their clothes in the near by pond , ri er or 0 her a er so rce, he people also r,P 

Besides, part of the oodland is also loca ed in ron yard 

:e 

When the land was not scarce as it is oday, here ere open grazing lands In E ... er - 1a ~ 

spent. However, with increasing population size and land shor age, laba socle y as een Er I 

cattle in karate. Previously, karate was only a place or shor Ime s of ammals 6 pre:sen f C 

grazing land shortage, animals stay in karate throughou he day In ad lion 0 land shor a e, as cn I ren 

started attending formal education , taking animals to dis an iIIage area IS also becoming a 

some households among Alaba where open land exists. 

3.3. 2 Mine 

Among Alaba mine (home) is situated next to karate in cen ral loca Ion Un II he' a op a hu rom an 

adjacent group, Alaba people lived in a loosely cons ruc ed and emporanly bUll 111 houses I :;as no ar 

before Italian occupation that Alaba began construe ing a grass tha ched hu • I h 00 en t al Un II 

recently, people coming from other adjacen area take hu cons ruc Ion as their Income genera In ac I I 

among Alaba. As informants said the design of a hut is similar i h Kemba a an Sil e area Ecal pus ree 

bamboo, rope and grass are major materials used to cons ruc a hu In tle area 

Since hut construction requires more labor, it is usually done In coopera I e group ( a '.'a) Prepann_ a m d 

and plastering a wall is the role of omen . hereas men a e he leading role In cu In rees nnglng 0 

the area, making the roof and erecting pillar/uttubo and bnnglng grass Up on comple Ion 0 a h 

construction, the people celebrate on the occasion ca lling Iliagers. rela I es n nen s 0 fin he 

occasion the owner of the new hut organizes a feas . Hu cons ruc Ion among Ala a IS pro prepara Ion 

for a new or second marriage. As a tradition he size an he quality 0 a hu I::' ,n IS es ne 

socioeconomic status of the owner among Alaba. 



Tho gh festive ork group (da a) is the domlnan ay 0 cons r c Ing a u 

households obta in free ass is ance rom heir Insmen an nelg bors ,. en 

reasons, it is an event here the vic im recel es coopera I e assls ance rom 

rad ition among Alaba . 
e peop e S 

A hut is divided in to three quarters . A partition IS usuall ma e 0 el her ,'" a 00 

all . The first part is front part called geta (salon). ere here IS a local e rna e 0 

used for spending time during day ime, payer (sola) an as a bed or ques s 

is said tata (bed room). A hut also hosts animals during nigh an hiS par IS calle 

S' 0 

or 

s 

E SIZt:: 

e,n' a ac ed 

with the hut and it is called bekerera-separate cattle resi ing quar er a ache • I h he h a he ac e 

cattle enter through main gate of the hut and pass 0 he bekerera. 0 ada s, since e SIZE 0 ca Ie per 

household is small , people started to leave cons ruction 0 bekerera. 

3.3,3 Getit 

Getft (backyard) is an area just behind the mine. Among laba here IS a honzon al ence ha separa e 

kafate from gelit in both sides of a mine. Here scanty ru it and 0 her plan s are ound I a If IS par 0 

land that vegetables, spice and root crops are ound. Farmers ho In 01 es In bee eepm al 0 hang 

beeh ives at the back side of a mine. Among others cabbage and po a 0 are he domlnan In ge e Crops 

and trees in gele are major food source during food de icit months JUs before a har es In !.J a cro s nat 

mature during food deficient season are called foli faesanu(life sa iors) 

3.3.4 Karme 

Among Alaba karma (field) takes the largest share of land un er cus 0 0 a house hoi as I ,s par 0, ne 

land where crops are grown on which a fam ily is dependen or I S II ehhood S ar In rom SO."ln or 

planting season up to harvest time, this part of land ould be separa e rom ge1e I h emporar ence 0 

protect the entrance of animals and children 0 the fiel . Besl es a er he h, r es he ence,', E 

removed so that animals feed on the residues of crops karme (iel ) IS he I s pro ho se 101 

Land rich farmers also have a plot of land called baddat hich se es as a grazlIlg Ian 

it is located next to karme around border area a he ac 0 karme. Because 0 Ins lor a e a 

land size is significantly shrinking and used mos Iy as crop gro ' mg area (arme) ree re pi ~ e 



hroughout the border areas and serve bo h as a ood Ian an 

Eucal ptus is the idely gro n and he domlnan pe 0 ree In 

population gro th in the pas decades is e iden Iy mani es e hrough 

increased land size used for crop produc ion. Thus, he order areas use 

gradually converted in 0 karme. 

Level of soil fe rtility varies across he ype 0 land ciassl iea Ion. Usuall, ac i r 

the field (Karmae) because of its dis tance rom he hu and he pe 0 crops 

found next to hut, household waste ma erials 2nd residues ha impro Ie Ian 

around backyard . As a resu lt the area has better soil ertili ty. Besides, In ac yar 

la 

sere 'e e' " 

plants. These tree plan ts protect soil erosion and hen heir lea es all on groun and ecompose as 

contribu tes for soil ferti lity. Though foreyard (Kafate) is no used for crop pro uc Ion mos I I IS lore er .Ie 

than other parts of household 's plot as it is not eulti a ed . 

Further more, there is also vari ation in the level of soil fer iii y in he par 0 land classl ied as el her h~1 or 

backyard because of the type of soil , extent 0 suseep ibil i y 0 sOil erosion slop 0 he area e e • 

households recognize variation in the level of soil fer ili ty in di eren par s 0 heir plo an I S In uenee on 

crop production . As a result whenever they use organic or inorganic ertihzer, he 0 I In consl era ,on 0 

fertility difference. For instance, if a specific part 0 land is classi ied as less er lie, he use more er ,hzer 0 

improve its productivity as compared to 0 her par of land regar ed as better In erm 0 er. I 



CHAPTER FI E 

5. LABOR ORGANIZAT ION OF PRODUCTIO o G L BA 

Labor is one of the principal actors 0 production among laba SOCI (I I ur 

by household members in accordance i h con en ionall accep a Ie r es ase 0 

certa in attributes like sex, age and so on. There are ac i i ies 0 be pe o( e b' me 

girls. Every one contributes to sus ainabili t 0 a household ( boroso) b ull llin 

roles and responsibilities. Besides, hene er the as IS be ond he capaci I 0 

traditional forms of labor organiza tions formed for mutual bene I among I eren 

and inter-household labor organizations of Alaba are presen ed belo . 

5.1 Household Labor Organ ization 

• CH_ 0 ' 

o· 'as- c 

ere re 

CJSc'O 

Like any agricultural society, Alaba sOciety has is 0 n ay 0 organlzln labor 1,ISlon 0 Sf S ar' 

responsibility sharing tradition. 

Aboroso among Alaba is primarily consisted of a husband, his ife lies, heir children an rela I es or 

adopted persons. Households act as independent production uni 0 sus alll hemsel es E ,len III e ca e 

of polygynous households where wives live on different hu s loca ed in he same compoun all mem ers 

pull their labor as a social un it than in separation to carry ou produc Ion ac I I Y Amon .~I a', ,ene ier a 

man wants to marry a second or add itional wife , he is suppose 0 cons ruc separa e hu 0 h s ne' ',' Ie 

But, all wives cooperate in carrying out any task of their e ende amliy Usually a oun t, I e IS said 0 

assist the senior' wife or wives, Generally, polygynous household units act as a socioeconomic unl In a I 

respect of household affairs unless there is serious ension among I es an heir Ct11 ren 

In Alaba society women perform a range of household ac r Illes They are 0 erloa e ro ne ye r 

as compared to men whose workload varies depending on produc Ion season Some 0, e on es IC 

chores carried ou t by women include preparing food, caring for children , collectlll Ire' 00 e chill .. a er 

cleaning cattle pen and house, feeding and milking co s, a tendin m r et etc omen are occuple b 

these dai ly routine activities starti ng from early morning up 0 mid nigh Besl es he omes IC ser Ice e~ 

also participate in seasonal crop production ac i ities dUring land prepara Ion (n h es III 



en , on the other hand, undert e m Inly I Id C I lies n pia m 

family , Major periodic produc ion acti Itles un erta en b men Inclu 

harvesting and threshing , They are primaril responsible 0 sell heir pr ce In 

for household consumpti e purpose. Children are socialize ollo .. lng 

Hence , girls assist the ir mothers a home, here as bo s are socialize 

foot step and involve mainly in field acti ities. 
alne • p s e 

Among Alaba traditionally boys are fa ored or preferred han girls or ano IS SOCIOc;:CO'lO : t:3;:, ns 

According to my informants boys live i h heir paren sand assls hem In lap res ec's e.c;: a':c;:' 

marriage, While girls leave their home after marnage and heir contnbulon 0 

as compared to boys, As a result boys are alued and rea ed ell ha Iris 8 

contribution to their family welfare is substantial for they assls heir mo her In househol core 

5.2 Inter-Household Labor Organization 

Erasmus (1954) and Donham (1987) discussed t 0 major orms 0 In er-househol I or or nlza Ions as 

common featu res among peasant societies , These t 0 orms 0 organlza Ion are ermed as res I.e an 

"reciprocal exchange", On the first kind of arrangement a nee houseilold or anlzes a la or ar 

requesting voluntary farmers 0 work for him, He prepares eas or par IClpan s . ho JOin him Ifl carr II1g 0 

seasonal agricultural activities, According to th is arrangement. he organizer IS no reqUire 0 reclproca e 

for the service he obtained, In "reciprocal exchange", on he 0 her hand, armers a e par: ,n each 0 ,ers 

work party which is organized in rotation, Every one is e pec ed 0 gl e In return or he ser Ice pro /I e 0 

him in a similar manner, As far as the number of participan s In the or group IS concerne 

party is usually bigger than that of reciprocal e change, 

or 

Likewise among Alaba there are differen orms of arrangemen here lallor 10' s among ho enol s 

Major in ter-household forms of labor organization and arms 0 I bor access re diSC sse belo' 

5.2.1 Geza 

Geza is small work group formed to carryout production ac i Ilies • hen 

power during ploughing and harvesting season, Since a Single householll 

periodic activities independently, it participa es in such in 0 la r 

hO er 01 IS In s or o· la or 

no In 

p r 1 



arrangement among Alaba here y nee househol se c an e la r .. 1 on~ 

rota ion . Thus, it is need based olun ar arrangemen ha represen s 

ini tiative among Alaba to exchange labor in reciprocal manner. 

Geza usually consists of 3-6 individuals olun aril agree 0 help each 0 her I no m 

It starts in the morning (at 9 a.m., after cof eel and ends a 100 P Con en on J P- C 

householdheads though occasional ly hey can be represen ed b heir Ourl son ... ene , r 

justifiable reason for absence . Since geza is a balanced labor e change base on common ,,( ersta I I" 

and consensus between partakers, the farmers ha e moral obl!ga Ion 0 reclproca ;: 

will result in social disapproval and complaint. par from such simple gne ances 11 emtJers re'lO' a e J 

any kind of punishment. Since individuals an 0 main aln peace ul rela Ion Ima e a d 

maximize social acceptance, everyone wants to ensure he re urn 0 ha he recel ed 

Location (neighborliness) , blood or marriage ties and riendship are Impor an ac ors consl ere 0 en er 

in to Geza arrangement. Usually, people like to form the or group I h In I iduals In heir local! 0 ease 

travel, save time and for performing some activities in their 0 n arms a er he labor par IS 0 er e more 

the persons are closer either in terms of location or kinship ties, here ould be a • I e ran e 0 socia' 

interaction and the lesser violation of the agreed arrangements. As a resul geza IS orme In I I als 

with close relation. The land of participants is also said of equal size 0 ens re balance la or re rn 

Geza can be initiated by an individual who would like to orm such a group Up on he agreemen 0 

informed farmers , members plan when to wor on each 0 hers iel Once he days are lee ,er o! IS 

supposed to come to the field of the hosting person . To a oid possible la eness or a senee c II reI' ,', 0 " 

be sen t to each home so that they recall participan s. I he season IS 0 plo I hln p r clpan's are 

supposed to come with oxen and plow. While, during a har es season or e an mil e par IClpan s come 

wi th thei r zezera (sickle). But, maize and sorghum har es ing necessi ates ha in gegera (mache e) 

During the working day of the labor party, participan s perform he seasonal ro lie Ion (s lOin I HI he 

field . Whenever individuals carry out produc ion ac i i ies, local songs an pia s are common 0 e nem 

fresh and energ ized . 



Up on completion 0 the ield or , he Ife/'I es 0 geza or 

field around 1 :00 PM. Chi ldren assist heir mo hers 'hen the 

farmers take a rest and enjoy wha is rough 0 hem 

different personal and social issues. Finally, he group 

participants to the hosting farmer. 

Izer n 

Geza has been used by Woreda Agriculture developmen des 0 In ro ee ... a r 

the study locali ty. Thus, farmers form geza and dug small ponds around heir rrns e 

5.2.20awa 

ess s o' 

rc a' 

Dawa is another important group work arrangemen in he stu area hlch IS e pensl .'e 11 crms 0 • e 

feast preparation to many of the average and poor households. In da a the num er a ar ICI an S ran es 

from 10-15 persons depending on the land size and the or pe, In da a he armer .'Iho nee s a Ilona 

labor, spread a word to his closer neighbors, friends an kinsmen. er securing heir eonSt::n tle In orms 

the day he wants their assistance. 

Based on the request of the hosting farmer, he la or pa oul nder a e pro . IC ,on ac I It't:S or e 

whole day. Dawa partakers start the field work at 9:00 . an cease a 6:00 P Thus par lelpan s 0 e 

labor party come to the field of organizer in the morning and spen he hole da ':10r ,n '. It hlrT1 

The organizer's wife , on her part, prepares lunch and ser es the par iClpan s . I h t t: 00 In 'e ,el 

Commonly prepared food items for dawa include injera, Shiro 0 (grain sauce) an lac t: ,ere Jt: \ 'arso 

Participants would be served with the food at 1 :00 P. and a e a res as '.ell er e east a a r 

participants work until the sunsets. During the field or a da a jo es and songs are Impor an ener zers 

used to keep the partakers fresh by preventing sense 0 a igue Usuall , on such In 0 la or ar one 

person would be ass igned to mobilize and super ise the progress 0 he or. 

Afte r completing the periodic production task , he parlicipants g 111 - oul 

home of the organizer. Finally, participants and organizer 0 he or p r 

person as a closing event for dawa. Further more, da a ser es as an Impor an oce sian 0 

! e eri­

c ss n 



range of socia l issues among the study locali . I IS a social e :en .. 

exchanged among participants. 

Dawa necessitates preparation of adequate eas for he pa icipan S S a res 

the feast can benefit out of the arrangemen . Usually, Ian -rich an be er-o 
I IS O!l ' ose:, 0 . 0' 

costly to them. In dawa work party , labor service flo s 0 one dlrec Ion or he or anlZer s 0 \ 

reciprocate for the service he obtained . Bu , in geza or par y he labor ser IC 

participants reciprocate for the labor ser ice they recei e. 

Paliicipan ts in dawa carry out production activities 0 he organizer as a social comml en e orga!llzer 

in turn is conventionally required to prepare the feas . he arrangemen IS no base on cos - ene. 

analysis, rather it is the social drive that gu ides participan s. As he field or 0 ser a ,on a ISC S Ion 

with dawa participant's support, social image, kinship a filia lon , religiOUS percep Ions an loca / are 

important to secure labor assistance in the form of dawa. Par icipan s usually come ' I h elf 0 en al1' plm', 

if it is ploughing season . During harvest season, they either come I h zezera/slc Ie or geJera mac a e 

depending on the type of crop. 

Part of the field work of this study was conducted during land preparalion and ploughln season '"'s a rE;SU 

it enabled to observe group work arrangement where by households e change la or 'lone ano er n 

different forms and gave the researcher a good opportunity 0 parliclpate In I ert! orol! :.or Clr j 

discuss with the farmers in the field. 

Though, dawa is primarily men's arrangement, omen and children par IClpa e 111 some 0 he c: .es 

During harvesting season , women play signi fican role in ransporting he har es e crops n Ie ere s 

also women 's dawa where they assist each other during hut cons ruction omen s ro JP prepares e 

mud and plastel"s the wooden wall as their major role in hu construction The rem Il1ln e 

responsibility of men's dawa . 

-. 



5.2.3 Elfigna 

Elfigna is the most elaborated form 0 labor party among la a socle 

the scale of feast is of high level. Elfigna is usually organize b er flC 

livestock ownersh ip. The number 0 par icipan s In such ind 0 labor p r 

a 

r rs 

beyond. Elfigna shares sim ilarity i h da a In man respec s e cep e sIze 0 In . ' 
S ' e sc 0 ' 

feast and labor mobilizing mechanism. 

In elfigna arrang ement the labor needy person firs consul s hiS closes ens r en s a re gnco' , 
convince them that he is in need of large size of labor. His closes men In urn cor e 
willingness of their nearby kens, friends and neighbors. Through he me la Ion 0 h S CIO es n en I e 

organ izer will have access to the labor of several people in he loeah Thus. ellgno In.O les :. 0 S e;:lS 0 

mobilizing labor. Firstly. the organizer initiates his bes riends and close ens Secon' or anlzer S e 

friends and closest kens in turn mobil ize their closes men so ha he e end heir assls ance 0 e 

organizer. Among Alaba, elfigna is the most prestig ious and expensl e orm 0 la or organlza Ion I pro' es 

the commitment of kens and friends to the mediating persons and the or par hos 111 persons 

Mediating persons are 'evaluated ' by the number of participan hey brrng 0 he iel or he ... or 

the process of labor mobilization, there is social competition among me la Ing persons 

In line with the consent made with mediating persons, all requested persons ould come 0 he lei 0 he 

organ izer with necessary farm tools and oxen depending on he pe 0 pro ue Ion ae I lies Since he 

number of participants in elfigna labor party is signi ficant, media in persons ser e CIS leCi r 0 

the field work when they carry out seasonal produc ion ac IVI ies 

entertaining jokes and local songs are common as used 0 s Ir up he p r a ers Since e numb r 0 

participants in Elfigna work party is large, usually all persons does no In 01 e 111 he pro uc on ae 1':1 ' a' 

the same time . When certain group works , the other a es a res . 

During lunch time (1 :00 P.M) it would be a break hour here participants enJoy tne ela ora ed ea 

wife of the hosting person prepares the feast at home and brings 0 he fie ld DUring eas pre 

neighbors assist her and also accompany hen she brings 0 he lei an serve e p r ICI ens EI 

. . I' I sia III very expensive type of labor party In terms of the eas requlremen . In 0 es u 

injera and coffee , roasting grain (bean, peas), preparing bu er or he hea S 0 par ICIP n 



liquor(farso) and a ailing chat (stimulant plant) mong laba ell n 

is also an occasion where individuals exchange 'Ideas an 
eal • I se er I loca ISS S 

,', 

in formal basis . 

Like dawa the field ork of elfigna comes to an en bore h h 
e unse 5 en s .. o ~ 

served ith the fe ast at the home of the org anizer. Be ore parliClpan so' or ar 

is a ceremony whereby the wife of organizer pu a piece 0 resh bu er on 

blessing for their tireless contribution. Lastly , elders bless par Icipants and h mil 0 or n er 

good future and prosperity. 

Apart from its economic importance, elfigna demons ra es he e er s a us 0 he or an zer mon : t: 

community. It is one way of proving the wealth 0 some one In socially accep a Ie orm Pr se 'I} t ,e 

number of individuals organizing elfigna is sharply declining in the s ud local! . 0 nng e' el ,',or In It; 

study KA, Gedeba, informants reported that only two farmers organize el19na dunng ne pro cion 

season. The decreasing land size per household , costly feas and availability of hired labor can e CI e' as 

some of the socioeconomic factors contributing for decline 0 elfigna in he stu y loca" 

5.2.4 Wo/kata uchu 

Like in any peasant society there are different groups of people ho are isad an ge an ; Inera Ie 

because of natural or man made factors and accommoda ed by local communlt in he s u area mon 

Alaba they are generally called hongano (literally means the eak) Persons In thiS ca egor Incl de a e 

individuals , persons with disability, female headed households, child hea e families I lore£: I ".0" en 

famil ies affected by occasional accident or problems like dea h, sickness etc. Cus omanl' pe p t; " I mn he 

same locali ty help each other. Hongano are provided i h ree labor ser Ice y n~lr ens r en s ar 

neighbors. Among Alaba hongano are assisted by others in carrying ou heir ro e Ion ac I ,es People 

give them their hands to undertake the periodic tas s ithou expec Ing matenal In or ne~ persons 

Both the religion and their tradition value the importance of helplllg he hongano Stili Inshlp les local! I 

and friendship are important considerations in helping some one. Vulnerable Persons ( ccess Inbcr hro J I 

begging (in local terms it is said Wolkat uchu).Lineage members are supposed 0 elp e c 0 ner In e .er I 

respect including production activi ties, In some occasions people 5 ar eel 0 solici 01 ,n o' w 

hongano as they are starting to be alert for he return 0 heir con n u Ion For Ins ance one '11 e 

o 



headed informant said ha she is in olved In share c . 
ropplng arran em nos 

service as was during the time of early imes 

5.2.5 Hired Labor 

The weakening of customary group ork arrangemen among laba IS ra ua co , 

monetized form . It is not uncommon to see hired labor In he sud area Pre ,10 sl 

from the adjacent groups come to the area or share cropping . In course 0 lime, e I 

periodic cash work on production activi ies Ii e ploughing/hoeing, har es n resh n 

construction. They ca rry out speci fic task and recei e cash or heir ser Ices Recen f 

specific production activities is becoming one 0 imporlan orms 0 la or access IS 

areas near to urban areas. 

0' 

, e r 

A wind of individualism is blowing over the traditional orms 0 labor arrangemen a ,'; nesse t I 

weakening of the intel'-household labor exchange practices and gradual uplif IIlg 0 hire labor as 1m or an 

mechanism to access labor. Nowadays, not only migrant or ers, bu large number 0 'Ia a 0 In boys 

started to engage in cash earn ing labor services in the produc ion ac I Itles s he a a 0 a ne rom e 

field indicates, an average price for one day labor serv ice is abou birr. 

Declin ing land size per household, 'economically unfeasible' eas prepara Ion or es I:e la or par an n€ 

weakening of socia l ties and communal values, mounting indi idualistlc hlnking an Ii e can e CI e as 

important factors contributing for declining of the local sel-help labor arran emen ore 0 er e eJS IS 

also viewed by government body as extravagan prac ice and discouraged 

data hin ts , the people tend to explain the web of changes in he labor orgalliza Ion as so e 11 n~ t SOCIL! '~ 

with increasing in teraction with the external environ men and as e il bro gh ' I h tle cour 0 ' me e 

introduction of cash crop, expansion of rura l markets, urbaniza ion and subse uen e po lire 0 e -rna 

influence tend to under play the local values or organizations in In errelate an rein orcin ash Ion '.' en 

an elderly informant explains the changing situation he said that ·people are hln III III erms 0 persona 

gain than kinsh ip or other social ties that governs he III erpersonal rela Ion r1(J coo r ' on In 'e . o 

time". Generally, as the result of the aforementioned arious SOCial , an econom cor ason 

festive labor party is declining among Alaba. Consequen Iy, hired la or IS COllllr. no' I cor '11on ' e 

study area . 



CHAPTER SI 

6. PRODUCTION PRACTICES A 

6.1 Crop Production 

6.1 .1 Seasonal Crop Production Activities 

Among Alaba the major crops produced in order 0 Importance Inel e maize elf pepp 

annuum) , sorghum and finger millet. Maize, sorghum and Inger mille are le :.e as s 

produced largely for household consump ion. Pepper and eff, on he 0 her han ,are ro 

the market. Pepper is a cash crop widely grown by mos armers. s oppose 

used for consu mption purpose, pepper is entirely produced or he mar e 
occ s na J 

The Seasonal agricultural activities start among Alaba in Februar hen small ra'n egln an e J ( :1: 

November with a harvest and threshing activities. The produc ion c de along ' I h major seasona ac 1,lles 

of the study area is discussed below. 

6.1.1 .1 Land preparation and Ploughing 

Before ploughing land has to be cleared and prepared . Except i s all amil mem ers par IC a.e In land 

preparation activities . Clearing land is usually carried ou i h hand , hoel ella and mache e/gegera ne 

weeds and wild plants , crop residues of last harvest, stones and other orelgn hlngs In he arm plo :,0 I 

be removed duringl prior days of ploughing . 

Once the land is cleared , the next activity is ploughing . Ploughing sually begins In Febr ar' Jr ma ze 

sorghum and finger millet. Whereas ploughing of leff and pepper a es place in . a an ~ nl respt:e' .eli 

Li ke in most part of the country oxen-drawn ooden plo ith Iron Ip IS used or plo 

As most elders of the land argue oxen-dra n plo v as adop ed a er Incorpora Ion Some 0 ~ e 8r ~ 

believe that it was introduced by northerners after incorpora Ion hile a hers ar e ha I .\ S :, 

adopted from adjacent ethnic groups like Kembatta and Hadiya ho used to be plo ' ell ... ors long 0 

However, it is undeniable fact that crop production is aceelera ed and scale uP' I n e Incorpora on 0 

Alaba to Ethiopian empire. Though the plow is said adop ed rom adjacen ethniC rou e ', I e op or 

can be attributed to the effect of the incorporation. 



The frequency of ploughing land largely depends on he Ie el 0 5011 r 

oxen for different cereal crops. Farmers III he s u 

in fluences the amount of yield. 

Before sowing , a plot of land allocate or maize oul e ploug e r 

horizontally. Teff usually requires ploughing he land more Imes han ma ze 5 nce In 

well prepared plot. As mot informants explained a land IS ploughed -6 Imes be ore 

millet and sorghum need ploughing the land 3-5 imes efore so III Pepper nee s ee n 

virgin plot or seed bed in a separate land. Fron yard is usually used as see hng rals n 

virgin land in garden or fie ld of the farmer. Since he seedlings re Ulre 1 lore " 'er 

sources like pond and river within the vicinity is impera i e. I IS also common to set: 

seedling in the riverside and sell ing it to farmers . Once he seedling IS raise I ,0 I 

s 

a 

, -re s 0 

a month to the major farm plot on May. A farm plot of pepper oul oe or a 3·~ 

times before transplanting . 

Proper plough ing is important to soften the soil, mix top fertile soil i h he ndernea h 011 an opemn e 

ground for air and water. As most informants argue clearing land an ploughln are he mos la ono s 

tasks of crop production activities. It is not only a ma er 0 phYSical pO' er 

properly plough a land and make it ready for sowing . 

s II IS a so Impor an 0 

In ter-household labor and oxen exchange arrangements are common dUring ploughing season or he as 

requires more than the labor available in ones' home. Teaming 0 en (goba assu) IS an 

practiced by households in short of fa rm ox. Those ho do no ha e an 0 

labor for an ox or access on contrac cash basis. The rat io of human labor ser 'Ice n 

is 1 to 1 i.e. a pair of ox would be given for one day ola or se ice 0 one y Similarl, Illes 

farm ox contract payment for one production season is abou 200 birr Dunng 

recipient is sa id to take care and properly manage he farm 0 un er hiS cus a 

Vulnerable and disadvantaged households usually ill ha e access 0 arm 0 en ',I 

close relatives or friends. As regards to labor, geza is ery common orm a 

rampant during ploughing season . Oawa is also organized beer 0 arrners E 

., 

Ile 

e 

eno I he 
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is exceptionally organized by land-rich an ell 0 0 hou 

hired labor is also used as one of important ays 0 access 0 la or 

6.1.1 .2 Sowing/Planting 

The production activity th at follows land prepara ion and ploughing IS so ... pat 

for maize, sorghum, and finger mil let an in Ma or pepper an e E ac o .. "n 

depends on the pattern and distribution of the rainfall . DUring he SO t lng/plan In9 seas n 

moisture is an important condition for the seeds to ge ou 0 bUrie 5 a e an com 0 

a result the farmers try to be sLi re the condition of rain in order 0 so· /plan on e r 

often flexible as they observe the pattern 0 rain all . This is a period : here e .'er ' ore: r,. 

5 P 

e le .e 0 SOl 

ro ;"'5 

engages in hot discussion about the lateness, timeliness or earl rain recep Ion Mn It: . '~n 0 ra 0' 

from the normal condi tion irri tates farmers as their li fe is otally de pen en on rain e a flC re 

Sowing of maize , left, and sorghum is done by broad cas ing i h hands an usua!I' I IS C me ou 

men . Since the distribution of the seed on the farm plot is supposed 0 be e en, I re Ulfes on 

to evenly broadcast wi th hands. As a resu lt adults are primarily responsible or roa cas Ing see 5 , omer 

and children assist adults in transportation of seed to he ield rom home an carr'lln e see 0 ~ :, lng 

the adu lts on the farm plot/fie ld. After broadcasting, the arm plo ould be plou he 10 cO.er seeds on e 

surface with soil and protect it from birds. 

Planting of pepper is done with hand . A seedling raised in other plo oul be ransplan e er mon h 0 

the field during May. A farmer plants pepper seedl ing on a ro 

seedlings to avoid food competi tion and increase producti i y ter holding s e I') :. 

farmers pu t the root on hole like structure prepared and deepen the roo In he 5011 all j co er 

more soi l. 

6.1.1.3 Weedi ng 

Weeding takes place in May and June for maize, sorghum an Inger mille 

pepper is August to September and July to Augus respec I el . ee Ing IS earn 

crops from weeds that compete for food and to up roo un an e crops an 

J er 0 

o 10 or 

e 00' ... :. 



crops so that water and air easily reaches 0 all par s 0 he plo a 
roo 

discuss proper weed ing facil itates early ma uri y 0 crops an Impro es he Ie 0 crop 

Weeding of maize and sorghum takes a form 0 cui Iva Ing he arm I h loe ( eJ:a) ,', 

be up rooted with hoe after a week from so ing . fer 

two times . The last and third round of weeding oul 

During this time thin and unproductive maize and sorghum plan s 'oul 

most farmers have plough and yoke, they do not have 0 en. sa resul armer access arm 0 en ro 

different exchange arrangements. Weeding of leff is done a er a mon h sa ';n 'I tlproo n .. , ~ s ,', 

hand . Since weeding is laborious task, it requires orking In group 

herbicide than weed ing leff with hand. As a result eeding lef is becoming more o· 10 sello 

group work. Farmers borrow sprayer from Kebele agricul ure de elopmen s a Ion 

chemical from market. Since spraying does not require much s ill , he armers can 0 I 'I emse .es once 

they are oriented with it. Weeding of finger millet is done i h hand af er a mon h I IS sa ,' n Usuall- or e . 

and finger millet farmers exert maximum effort at land prepara ion and ploughing and SO'! In peno 0 a 01 

possible overwhelming of the farm with weeds. Since bo h crops are densel sa n, 'ee Ing ecomes 

difficult. Thus, farmers take care to minimize weeds at early periods. 

Weeding of pepper is carried out by cultivating the plot i h hoe and uproo ing ee s ' I h han a er 

weeks of planting. With an interval of two weeks, it would be eeded or 0 Imes I here IS s III .'lee an 

the pepper is not growing as expected , weeding would be under a en for he our h Ime 0 clli a e e 

growth of the plant. 

61,1.4 Harvesting and Threshing 

Harvesting and threshing are the last activities in agricultural c cle 0 crop pro lIC Ion 

Sorghum and pepper are harvested and threshed bet een 0 em er and Decem er 

millet are harvested and threshed in December and No ember r specll el 

Harvesting of Maize and Sorghum is done by cut ing of he s al around he bo om ' I h m c e e _ eJera 

II Id be Ie on he iel as II es oc The lower part of maize and sorghum usua y wou 

to be used as a fire wood when it dries up. In terms 0 labor di Ision men are pnm" r on 



harvest and thresh , While , women and children pia 

to storage often located in Karale (foreyard). 

S· C 
Once the crops are harvested, the bundle ould be ranspor e 0 home I e 

place pack an imals (particularly donkey) ould be use 0 ransport he har es 

of harvested crop is normally carried out by omen an children hen ne lei IS ear '0 0 e 
ra spon ' c 

Threshing of leff and finger-millet involves plastering 0 ground Ith animal u an spre r In e n e 

on it so that animals walk on it to separate the seed from hay. To hal animals orm E:e In on e 

while they are walking on it, their mouth wou ld be tied. er hreshlng , 

bui lt in front of huUmine.Threshing of left and finger-mille can be one 

hitting the feff harvest with stick. Threshing with hand is pre erred hen he size 0 a :3' 

farmers hinted that using man power is more productive than uSing animals hou tl I IS Irt:: son e 

Since harvesting is a laborious activity, it requires the in 01 emen 0 more people han house 0, mem rs 

only. As a result, harvesting is a peak time where inter-household or par y IS rampan on ;'Ia a II 

addition to geza and dawa, hired labor becomes importance form 0 labor access epen Ing on ne needs 

of households. 

Threshing of maize takes a form of hitting it with stick and separa Ing the see ror 1 It tlol er SIO II rl, 

sorghum is threshed by using hand and hitting wi th stick after sprea Ing on he prepare groun /"\mon 

Alaba harvested crops are stored in circular granary construe e 0 stal sf' ooden • all an grass roo he 

granary is usu ally located in foreyardlkafale . Storage is usually nder he con rol 0 men hu ... omen an 

children are not allowed to take a harvest from storage i hou he no 'Ie ge an rnll s or of h 

6 



The following table summarizes crop calendar of he s u 

Table 1: Crop Calendar of the study KA 

No, Type of Crop Land So ing/Planting 
Preparation and 
Plough inq 

1 Maize February April 

2 Teff May May 

3 Sorghum February April 

4 Pepper April May 

5 Finqer-Millet February April 

Source: My Field Work 

6.1.2 Socioeconomic Importance of Crops 

ocah 

ee 

ay and June 
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In broader terms the crops produced in the study area can be ca egonze as el her casn or s bs,s ence 

crops, Of the major crops, maize, finger-millet and sorghum are produced predomlnan I or 0 senol 

consumption purpose , On the other hand , pepper and lefr are produce mainly or mar e purpose Pepper 

is purely cash crop as compared to left which is to some exten also produce or househol cons r 1 Ion 

The farmers view lef{ as more of cash source cereal than consumpti e one or I IS no usuall se 0 ma e 

food, 

Maize is the major food source of Alaba, The consumption 0 maize egm In he lid. 

Maize is consumed in different forms and type, hen it is fresh rie (lJamallwta) e j lo(osllo 

(buko), porridge (makra), roasted (busho) , and as fried grain (ha ut) , 

Apart from these , the stalk and leaf of maize plan is also importan source 0 allimal d I j so r. 

as fire wood when it dries after harvest. The stalk of maize also used as In the area r con r C on 0' ence 

and granary particularly when there is shortage of eucalyp us ree • hlch IS 'I el' use or cons r Cion 

purpose in the study area, 



Socially, maize is important as it is served on di eren 0 
rms on m ss . n 

other social gatherings, Among Alaba maize co ers he larges share 0 a riC 

maize plot is not considered to have food securi y as i is Ie' e as malor so rc 0 

sowing maize is socially indispensable, 

Similarly, finger-millet (zoke) is the next crop common In he da 0 da ood men 0 la 

consumed in a variety of forms like baked (torosho) , injera, bre ed (tarso). porn e (mer 'a) 

Sorghum is also the next common food source of Alaba. I can be consume In /ar e 

(buko) , injeria , torosho (baked without yeast) and porridge (marka) Sorg um Porr IS Ilt: m 

pregnant and lactat ing women as it is bel ieved 0 s reng hen hem dunng reeo 'e, peno 

circumcised boys and girls also are served with porridge during heir can inemem peno 

a 

as' 

opv • S 

Among Alaba food preparation by mixi ng flour of maize, sorghum, Inger-mille and e IS common pr c ce 

for consumption purpose. Since teff is expensive, usually i is consume In dl eren orms beln 

other crops' flour. Mixing flour of different crops is a coping s ra egy hen a househol IS In shor 0 one 0 

the cereals. It is also said important to improve color and taste 0 he die In he s udy area 

Unl ike othel' cereals, teffis produced for cash earning purpose as ell. BeSides. occaslonall'l IS cons me 

in the form of injera particularly by better-off households. Usually i s lour IS ml eo . I h 0 her cerea shan 

used alone for it is expensive . Teff is a prestigious food source among laba. par rom hese, he ha 0 

teff is important for animal feed and for preparing a mud for plas ering he all 0 a hu 

Though pepper is the major source of cash for households, i is also used or con um \Ion' Ir 0 e P p e' 

is known for coloring and adding taste (hotness) for di eren kin s 0 ood I, e r 111 <l j e' Ct: 

roasted cabbage, porridge, cheese etc, It is consu med reshly hen I IS In he lei an II Olr 5 so 

consumed either in dl'ied form or mixed wi th butter and eaten Ith bread (buko) IIlJera orostlO Pe er IS 

additive to most foods in the area. 

Cash earned from the sell of pepper (mainly) and efr is used or di eren SOCioeconomiC P Jf ses a 

fulfi llment of various obligations . These include purchasing clo h, sc oohn 0 ch ren co enn 



expense , in es ting on household consumable I ems Ii e co ee s • 

payment, repayment of improved see and e llizer loan ,ob a 1m s 0' 

diverse needs of a household . A bride eal h IS also Impor an are 0 In",: If:. I fT'''''n , 

individuals out of the cash they obtain from he sell 0 heir produce 

6.2 Livestock Production 

6.2.1 Livestock Reari ng 

Side by side wi th crop production , livestock rearing IS a major economiC at 1.1 amon la 

livestock production is their sole production acti ity prior to crop a op Ion aro n m nm 

before fi ve generation ago Thus, Alaba society as pas oralis s or se eral cen unes 's 

strong ly associated with livestock historically and contemporarily as ell 

or 

As explained by many informants a household 0 be vie ed as sel-con alne Isup or I.'e nee s C , .e 

in both crop and livestock production . Otherwise, in one ay or ano her I oul be epen elli 0 0: er 

households to secure its livelihood. It is for this reason that among laba Ian an Ii es oc are con ere 

as indicators of weal th status or ones' socioeconomic Ie el in his community. 

In Alaba society women and chi ldren playa lead ing ro le in Ii estoc reann I h m ho ehol T e c re 

for both in home and grazing areas. Generally women manage Ii es oc aroun he home e 

the pen , feed , milk cows, make sure they are out and in imely. Children, on the other an re m ml, 

responsible for g razing livestock with in the vicin ity where pas ure an a er IS a alia Ie 

In most cases animals reside in the same hut i h people in a separa e comp r mer re r 

When the size of livestock is re latively large, a separa e room ould e prep re e 

living hut. 

6.2.2 Type and Socioeconomic Importance of Li vestock 

Among Alaba different livestock types are reared by househol s for 

are called giza, a word which is used also to say money. The erm use or mon 

wh ich probably shows the pivotal ro le of livestock in he Ii e 0 la a comm n 

. d ' I' he area Horse and m Ie a r ' poultry and donkey are widely reare anima s In In an" e' s 



compared to other Ii estock ype. The table elo presen s 

s udy KA, Gedeba. 

Table 2: Type and Size of Livestock in he S ud KA 

No. Type of Livestock Size of Livestoc 

in the KA 

1 Cows 984 -
2 Oxen 1667 
3 Goats 674 
4 Sheep 430 
5 Donkey 579 
6 Horse 15 

7 Mule 6 

Soul-ce: Woreda Agricu lture Development Office 

r ge I S OC 

hoi ing I hou sehold 

5 

I 26 
i--

07 

T 09 
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A cow is an important source of milk, butter and cheese for households In the s u area ",mon 'Ia a .s 

indispensable to have at least a cow or to have access hrough share breedln e 

indicates the number of cows in the study KA is sign ificant a compare to 0 her pe 0 

from household consumptive purpose, selling animal produc s In a local mar e 

sources for household s. Poor households normally will ha e access to mil Ing co ':s hro h s 

arrangement. If some one has extra cow, he will give one 0 a needy househol 

cow will take the responsibility of managing and caring or he co an 

like cheese, milk, and butter. When the cow gives birth he reclplen 

person ,'Ino reeel e a 

share of the offspnng . Households entering such kind 0 arrangemen nre s 0 be elo e r or 

friends, which creates supporti ve relation . Among Ala a hen a oman 

supposed to ensure access to milk ing cow (through uylng , share reed In e c) c re or 

and lactating mother. Besides , circumcised boys and girls and elders m 0 ro 

products like milk, cheese, butter and meat so hat they reco er an say s ron • or 0 ' 

clothes and hai r is socially desirable among Alaba dUring di eren social e en s II m rn 

etc as practiced by circumcised young persons and brides. 

7 



To maximize access to animal product t' 
. . a Ime omen In ol'e In r 

local association called wiggo where by 5-1 0 
omen pool animal pr 

by turn . A woman who is in turn would coli h 
ec e produc con n u e . 

her household need . In such manner all w'lI k 
. I a e and ma Imlze he amo n 0 

at a time. 

Among Alaba ox is the traction power Source fo I h 
r p oug Ing Ian s a res I a 0 IS .er cr C a '0 

production activities. Like cow, an ox is also imp t 
. or an 0 secure he sur I al 0 a house 0 

In table 1, the nu mber of oxen found in the stud KA ' I 
Y IS arger han 0 her Ii es oc 

extent of its importance in the li fe of farmers. 

resen e 

his S 0 :.5 • e 

The following table shows the number of oxen 0 ned b h h Id youse 0 s In he s ud K A 

Table 3: Oxen ownership by Households in he S udy 

No. No. of Households No. of oxen owned 

1 290 1 

2 195 2 

3 111 3 

4 44 More than 3 

Total 640 

Source: Woreda Agriculture Development Office 

As presen ted in the table 2, ou t of the total 640 households, 290 ( 5.3 %) ho ehol s 0 ',n on • ore 0 

Since access to a pai r of farm ox is imperative, farmers in shor 0 ox en a e In : eren In r-ho eho 

arrangement with households having more than one ox a plough heir land 

There are different inter- household exchange arrangemen s prac Ice 0 0 ercome s or 

Households in short of traction power of ox either buy or engage in dl eren In s 0 rr 

access to it. These exchange arrangements include eaming up (goba asu). con rae (goba hr ) 

71 



(goba uchu) and exchange for labor se ice. Househol S In S or 0 r 

various forms of farm ox acquisi tion arrangemen s as a coping S ra e 

In the study area small an imals like sheep, goa s and paul ry are usual rare 

household consumption. Livestock in general and small animals In particular are n 

where they save their extra- money/cash. As sho n in a Ie , he number 0 oa an s ee 

study KA is signi ficant showing the relative importance a households Usua I am ers 

Pack animals li ke horse, donkey and mu le are important transpor a ion means In tne s c rea Ie i' 

also essential in defining a household weal th status. Mule and horse are used or human ranspor rna 

by better-off households . As ind icated in table 1, in comparison 00 her Ii es oc type onl 5 m es an 5 

horses are found in the study KA. This hints that mule and horse are 0 ned b 

As shown in table 1, the sign ificant size of donkey in the study KA implies he rela I e Impor ance 0 on e 

in the li fe of households. Donkey is mainly used to transport ma erials an agricul ural pro uce 0 he loca 

markets and other areas. In areas where potable water is absen , onkey IS he on1ll1 n n ea S 0 

tra nsport water from distant places. Donkey is usually 0 ned y pe y traders • hlle horse an mea e 

owned by people with good socioeconomic status to at end di feren social an economiC e en s I e 

marriage, fune ral , and market, to visit to relatives etc. 

Apart from the afol'ementioned socioeconomic significance, Ii estoc amon IS If1lpor n 0 rrpro.e 

the ferti lity level of the soil . Animal dug is traditionally used 0 er ihze he SOil an 1m ro 

soil condition. Farmers usually scatter animal dug 0 er heir crop Ian Thus, 0 ',nersh 0 , oc IS 

signi ficant contributor to improve land productivi ty. 



6.3 Factors Affect ing Crop and Lives tock Produc tion 

6.3.1 Facto rs Affecting Crop Production 

A relatively self-supportive production system some e 
ecades a 0 IS no .. 

socioeconomic and natural constraints. Problems con ribu ing or ood e ICI 0 rein S 

aggravates the other in inter related fashion in the s udy locah y 
a 

A deriving force behind the complex problem can be mainly a ribu e 0 popula 0 ro.'. 

population boom is viewed by many informants as the major ac or ha p s he raf I n 

sys tem under stress . As the size of population increases, the uni Ian under a hous hoi Cl S 

... e r s· e 

cion 

15 S rp 
declin ing. As a resul t, people are suffering from food shor age for heir Ian IS small 0 s p or em as :. as 

before. Now days, farmers are not in a position to absorb a sligh shoc ha a ec heir 00 5 OC 

be seen from consi stent food distribution done by go ern men 0 assist people :. 0 0 ee 

themselves. Though the degree varies, for the last se en years here as rehe SSI arlee In 1e S 

area. 

In addition to decreasing the size of plot per household , popula ion gro h has an ad erse e ec on €: 

natural resource. Among Alaba there is substantial depletion 0 ores as Increase In popula Ion IS ra sing 

the demand for wood consumption for various reasons. Shortages 0 ores In urn con n or 

irregularity and inadequacy of rain fal l which is a critical problem 0 er hlch armers a e no con rol an 

encounter consistent challenge. The irregularity of rainfall has a devas a Ing e ec on pro cion s 's em 

Thus, the size of population is affecting negatively the carrying capaci y 0 he Ian In man res ec s 

Declin ing soi l fertility and the resulting low productivity can be men ioned as slgnllcan con n u ors or poor 

quality of the soil in comparison to the past. Since the land is pu under In enSI e cull a Ion e prod c I,e 

capacity has been deteriorating from time to time. 

The plain topog raphy of the study area is also exposing the crop land to . aler log 111 pro m 

During the field work, it was known that death of people due 0 seasonal 100 IS 

the problem is critical as was during the last two years . In he s udy e ele SSOCI 

size of crop land was flooded with heavy rainfall and con er ed 111 0 marshy 

T 



Further more, the study area is one 0 he oredas I' h I I 
o· I erac r; n 

number of pe rsons involved in non-farm acti itles IS 

Apart from the above challenges, poor market and ranspo a Ion aC11! I 
so a 0 

problems among Alaba . Mostly farmers se ll their produce Immedla el a er r.es· se a 
market price of cereals is low. Usually the intermediary merchan s bu cerea S:ll C eap pr ce se 

back when the re is shmtage of cereals in the market during he summer season JUs be are a h r .es Fo 

instance the price of 20 kg pepper immediately after harves season IS around 80 Birr Bu 

season where there is less market supply of pepper, the price 0 he same amO'Jn r 

Birr when the farmers have no or small amount at their han . s a resul armers Ene I less rom e r 

produce. Though pepper and leff are predominantly produced or marke he prime Ene CI ' es re 

intermediary traders than farmers due to their low capacity to s ore heir pro lice or Ion er p -no 

Besides these, fluctuation of cereal's market price is ano her problem hlch ma es e mar e con on 

less pred ictable. Absence of adequate transportation facility is also a major obs acle ha can r 

fai lure to take their produce to markets where market price is be er Lac 0 a e ua e rural roa an 

transportation fac il ity hampered easy access to market in the s u y locality. ore o'er hou h e are .5 

known for its national supply of pepper, the farmers tend to un isely In est heir Income on dh eren OClal 

affairs than more productive purpose. This can be seen during post-har est penod . here armer In he 

study locality expend their earning excessively in marke days. os households In e rea en a be 

prone to poor saving. Some women informants complain heir husban s or spending he c sh 0 a ne 

from the sell of pepper for personal luxury than household needs. 

As regar'ds to crop pest and disease, more than any crop the major cash crop 0 ep r s 

fr'equen tly hit by root rot at its early stage of matu rity . The disease usually eels Irs e roo 

the Whole plant. Farmers maintain that it is affecting sign! Icantly the pepp r pro j c on an 

immense loss. The problem is aggravating recently. As imely response d mers I roo a p a 

. . .. on agio s dlsea ar om som o· the Sign of the disease to stop ItS spread to others since I IS a c 
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regulatory pest types affecting crops include stoc borer, erml e cu .. 

worm also affect the crop production in the area. 

6.3.2 Factors Affecting Livestock Production 

In relation to livestock production the major cons rain SCI e b mos In orman 15 5 or a eo 

As the population increases grazing areas are pu under cd 
' crop pr uc Ion 

shortage gets worse during dry season . Women are complaining a au he echntn 

cattle as compared to the past. The amount of milk tha a co usuall . 
gl es IS s Ir In rom S 

one of my women informant explained during old times e mil a co easil since e 

but now milking has become difficult task since animals are in shor 0 mil an s 

compared to the past. Not only the yield , but also the physical condllon 0 anlfna~s IS e enora n_ as a 

result of food shortage. 

Animal disease is also common in the study locality. Major ones Inclu e an hra pa ora 

The problem is mOI'e aggravated because of shortage of eterinary ser Ice In the rea ,n 

are only 3 vet service providing stations. As a result the Ii es oc disease a ects lar e n In er a 

6.5 Local Crop and Livestock Production Constraints ' Copi ng Pract ices 

6.5.1 Crop Production Constraints' Coping Strategies 

Households in the study area respond to dive rse problems hey encoun er In crop pro IC Ion In I eren 

ways. In doing so they attempt to cope wi th the constraints and sustain hemsel es 

Land shortage is one of the pressing problems of farmers in he s udy locah o ease he pro Ie 

households involve in different land acquisition arrangemen hereb armers In shor 0 Ian h e access 

to farmland from land-rich farmers . Share-cropping, and con rac ual/cash base a:cess are m or cop n 

mechanisms used to have access to land for a specific produc ion season 

Diversifying income source is also one way of coping ith land shor a e probl m Since t 

pressure, there must be a way to shift the number of individuals dependent on cro 

significant number of individuals (particularly young persons) are Incre Sill I' en 

Livestock, grain and cereal trade are major economic ac i i ies pursue b armer In 

Besides, young individuals are also involved in periodic daily labor ac I It In Ih ne 

IS I 

e 

an 



.. 

construc tion sites to supplement their earnings Pelt I 
ra ers usu r • 

local markets . Men are usually involved in cereal (teff 
, maize an sor h m) 

sheep, goat, ca ttle) trade. Wh ile women in contras pa I ' , , Iclpa e main 
(butter and cheese), vegetable (cabbage), coffee, grass e c. 

Realizing mounting pressure on land , presently people ha e s ar e sen In elf c 
rn:>coo 

than any time . As available information indicates he s udy area IS one 0 he , 'or 

in non-agricu ltural sector. Besides, limiting the size of children IS also Ie :. e 

the population pressure. As a result several women s ared 0 par IClpate In 

study area. This is parti cularly true for young omen and IIldi Iduals • ho re prll1l n 1 s .. r 

land shortage problem resu lting from population pressure. 

e 

In response to increasing land scarcity and crop fa ilu re problems resulting rom rain a I s or a e 

households in Gedeba started adopting drought resis tant enset plan rom the adJacen areas an plan In 

fru it and coffee trees . Hence, it is becoming common to see such plan s In heir armlan s Smce rUI S an 

coffee plants can be grown in scattered manner in crop produc ion plo , no nee 0 alloca e separa e lafl 

for growing them. This significantly contributes to efficient use 0 he land . Besides he plan s mlillOllze 

soil erosion problem which is severe in the area. 

The problem becomes challenging to farmers when they encoun er i h crop allure ha 

situation of helplessness. Under such condition when the ood soc IS nearl nil 0 S IS a n 

revert to selling productive resources including livestoc . This is he las resor la 

with serious food shortage problem. People also migrate 0 urban areas ane! rural 

preva ils in lesser degree to escape from periodic food shortage. 

Among the crops grown in the area pepper, wh ich is a major cash source 0 

frequen tly hit by root rot disease. Since the problem is be ond heir control hOlI e 101 

plant affected by the pest and stop its further spread. Since I resul S In a sigililcan 10 so ha 

are very conscious to it and they attempt to respond timely. 

7 
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6.5.2 Livestock Production Constraint Coping Mechanisms 

Among Alaba ownel'ship of livestock is very impor an s 
!nce I IS an S5 n 

Access to a milking cow and farm ox is particularly ie e as a necessl J A 

cattle involve in different arrangement to have access. Share bree ing IS , 

cope with shortage of milk cows. Farm ox is accesse y households In s or 0 

assu), cash/contractual basis (goba hiru) and exchanging or la or sen Ice. 

As explained by most informants shortage of grazing land IS among he op pro 

production. In response to this , households are attemp ing 0 ease he cons rain 

open land with in their vicinity. Areas formerly not used as a grazing pi ce r no .. 

o 

p 

livestock is kept. Fore yard (kafate) , road side, bush and thorny land, gorges n hili I es are beco 

grazing places. 

Households in the study area also tend to reduce the number 0 ca Ie he o' n as one ':a 0 ea Ing 

problems associated with livestock rearing . The existing situation is also orclng hem 0 re ce e num r 

of livestock they own. Besides, rearing small animals like sheep, goa and poultr/ls pre erre ha c e 

rearing by some farmers as a way out though they like to rear ca tie in erms of I s economic use 

Generally there are diverse constraint coping strategies prac iced locally house hoi s In he s ar a 

The wealth of indigenous knowledge accumulated over genera ions emons ra es armers a emp 0 

respond to multifaceted production crises and problems than simply gl ing up. The 

the way out to their pressing concerns and manage challenges in produc Ion process as ar as I IS '. 1 h In 

their limi t. In a situation where the problem is beyond their con rol , he ne e ern 

overcome the periodic problems. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

7. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

7.1 Summary 

Ancestors of Alaba settled in the current territorial lim' b 
I e ore se en genera Ion 

century) in wave of two groups moving from their cla'lmed ' I onglna area Sl ua e In , r 
plateau . They moved through the route of Bali S'ldam T b G ' a, am aro na e 

mountains), Ulbarage and arrived to the present loca ion si ua ed I h In he IClm . 0 B a_ 

the long course of movement Alaba ancestors were pastoralis s. 

Up on occupation of the present area, the land was divided among he clans b elders 0' elan 0 

the land was divided among clans, the people continued 0 mo e ith heir her s In searc 0 :.a er n 

pasture seasonally within the territorial limit. Sporadic con lic s around order areas 0 o'er scarce resources 

wi th adjacent groups were evident during this period . 

It was not before five generation ago (around mid nineteenth century) ha Alaba s ar e 0 op crop 

production from the neighboring peasant groups like Kembatta and ola I a. The irS see so m "e an 

some root crops were brought to the area by wise leader of Alaba, Imam una e, rom , ola I a .IClni 

During the early periods of adoption, there was resistance from the local people as he Ian ',as elie:e 0 

be sacred and consequently not to be touched or ploughed. Through senes 0 a emp clan lea ers 0 

convince the people, the issue was resolved and the people began rial 0 crop produc Ion In ery small plo 

around their homestead. Livestock epidemic and the resul ing drough and 00 shor a e, con tlC " 

adjacen t peasant groups, increasing population and relative shor age 0 open grazing Ian s an he nee 0 

permanently occupy the border areas facilitated the need to adop crop produc Ion amon la a 

Towards the end of nineteenth century, like other groups in he south , he laba peopl ',ere Incor 

to the expanding Eth iopian empire under Minilik II. The process 0 incorporation rouun 

in socioeconomic and political organization of Alaba. The majori yo he people " re re Ice 

tenants/gebbars and the land was put under the control 0 Ian lor s (8a/ ba s) represen In 

government. The local people were deprived of their righ on he land an re Ire 0 ren r s r .Ices a 

e 

pay tribute in kind to the central government through local ba/aba s. er Incorpora on crop prod 0 ,', as 

accelerated and substantial open and forest areas ere converte 0 crop Ian s 

7 



The situation was improved during the short I alian occupa Ion en 

control government representati ves among laba an abandomn e e 

introducing land tax system, During the Ita lian occupa ion period, he local peop 

land they own and not required to render services , s he resul 

exploitative central government administrative appara us. 
s 

Though, post Itali an occupation period was regarded as rela I el be er : I h he res ora :>n c 

and land was declared as the property of the public or government though he go ernm~n p rs e n 

oriented po licy as over all governing framework 0 the economy Presen Iy In he SUI} loc 

measurement initiative of households was enacted and farmers ere pro Ided 'I Iden Ilca Ion c r 

the hope of ensuring land security and consequently increase producll i y. 

As land is a principal facto r of production , there are different local arran emenls an prac Ices 

pursued by households to access it. Land inheritance is he major orms 0 Ian rans er mec anlsn 

whe re by parents inherit part of their land to their sons, Since he socle y IS pa nlineal he Ian 

passes thmugh male line only , Share-cropping is also important means to access Ian 10 he s u . 

area , Wi th increasing population pressure and decreasing Ian size per house hoi 

(kabe ) wi th other ad jacent ethnic group seasonal mig ran laborers IS declinlO 

, share-cropping 

e', 0 

, , . d' 'd Is ',n shor 0 land engage III share-cropp n .. Ill-group share grouping where by young In IVI ua 

their local ity to cope with land scarcity problem, More recently, access 10 I nd tHO or 

, , ' ' becom ing one 'ay cash basis for specific production season IS sian 

' d' rrangemen 0 access Ian an sec r production, households engage In Iverse a 

7 



Like in any peasant socie y household IS tle bas e 
' I pro ue Ion I a 

their ex istence and carry out produc ion ac I lies, househol s 
5 

through shared res pons ibil iti es usually base on se and a I 
ge ouse 0 s 5 5 -5 

with clearly defined roles and responsibilit ies among members 
. en are de .. e er 

of the over all affai rs of a household and responsible malnl 0 un er a e lei 

tasks . Women , in contrast , are primarily responsible 0 under ake rou In 
om sec or s 

for child ren. Children are social ized to pursue the foo s ep 0 heir paren s base on elr 5e 8 JS 

follow the model of th ei r father and girls assume he role 0 heir mo her. "ho sehol mem ers 

contribute to the sus tainabi lity of the unit as produc ion, social an eo-resl en lal un 

households are sel f-supporti ve unit, there are imes hen hey nee he asslS nee 0 0 ers 0 car J 

out specific produ ct ion activi ties. 

Accordingly , there are in ter- household labor exchange practices among laba In .... IC la or 0 ',s 

among differen t fami lies in time of need . Geza IS balanced reciproealla or e chan e par ':here 

households ass ist each other in rotation to carry ou plough ing and har es Ing ac I lies Oa .\'a on 

the other hand , is fest ive labor party where by a needy household ill ha e acces 0 e la or 0 0-

15 househo lds. Unl ike geza, in dawa the labor flows in one direction onl 0 he or arllzer ... ho IS no 

required to rec iprocate for the service he obtains rom his ello s Similarl ellgna IS e os 

elaborated and large scale festi ve labor party where by up 0 100 househol S lOin 0 ren t::r 1 or 

service to a household in need and also able to prepare eas to he par IClpan s 

organ ized by better off households in terms of land and Ii es ock size It IS Iso one 

ones' status among the commu nity. 

Presen tly inter household labor org an izations are declining as he res 1 0 I er 

others , decreas ing land size per household, economically un easl Ie eas prepar Ion 

'0 

o· ho '. n 

on 

elo en 



of hired labor, eakening of tra i lonal socia' lies an IIlcr 
10 

of the socioeconomic fac tors al ribu ed or he ' ea en n 
I go ra lona I 

In line with the substantivists argumen la or par l'es can e ' le .'le S an lOS on ran 

where by different households engage 0 under a e produc Ion ac l.lleS '" 

work . It is one way where production activi ies are em edde in E social 10 

itself through labor exchange practices. On the 0 her hand , he ormalis Ie:: 0 

methodological tool and economic beha ior 0 peas an socle , e pi In E: er 

IS as 

e re en' 

development among Alaba where by introduction 0 cash crop, mar E E :elopmen' ncrt: S ng 

contact with external environment. urbanization and he resu llOg ':e enlng 0 SOCI I 'Ie a 

tradition al com mu nal values as marked by declining 0 la or party 10 r 0 sehol 

practices , declin ing importance of kinship ties and increasing IOdl I uallstlc . 

Howeve r, some of households' practices among Alaba are no 10 line • I h the ormal S .IE,', as 

households fail to fully put thei r effort to maxim ize ou put rom the produc Ion Cll/IIES mon ~I a 

households tend to give their land to sh arecroppers and in 01 e in less pro uc liE socia c as 

clearly shown in their efficiency and argued by themsel ves . I is common 0 see n '.1 e e en l
: re 

of households during post-harvest season that is resu lting poor s ing Ira lion Though 0 se 01 s 

obtain cash frolll the sell of pepper, they are no in es ing on more pro uc len 

endeavors. This behavior can be partly explained by eha ano 's theory ' hlch rg les 

tend to decrease their effort once they attain heir subsis ence nee unit e 

consiste ntly wo rk to maximize profit out of his arm business 

the three perspectives expl ain different aspect 0 heir Ii e. 



As far as crop prod uc ion is concerned, major crops pro ce In 

importance include maize , leff, pepper, inger-millet and sorghu 'al 

are considered as sUbsistence crops mainl gro n or household cons mp Ion p r 

is subsistence crop occasionally used for consump lon, househol s Ie " 

produced for market. Pepper is a cash crop gro n b mos ormers In e r 

known fo r its supp ly of pepper, households ea rn cash malnl hrough mar e In IS pro C 

Among Ala ba crop production acti vi ties begin around February I h land prepara Ion n plo In 

And harvesting and thresh ing activities of crops ends in December Tho gh men are major ac ors In 

land preparation , ploughing , harvesti ng and reshing ac i lies ' omen an C II ren a so 

sign ifican tl y co ntribute to land preparation , weed ing and har es In ac Litle 

With regard to the co nsumptive value of crops , maize is the major source 0 00 ollo .'. e I m er -

mil let and sorghum. Terr, on the other hand , is mainly pro uced or he mar e pur ose a oug I IS 

occasiona lly consumed at home . Since leff is expens ive, households 011 I S lour ', I 10 rs 0 0 er 

cereals and uses to make the food they like. Pepper as he major cash crop IS pre om man I 

prod uced for the market. However, pepper is addi tive for mos ood t pe among laba n 

commonly used to make tasty (hot) and colorful food . 

Parallel with crop production , livestock rearing is an impor an componen 0 he II ellhoo 0 laba 

The life of households in Alaba is highly associated i h Ii estoc s laba' ere psora IS e ore 

six generation ago , stil l they attach special value a lives oc produc Ion hus I soc 0.',') rs Ip 

is one of the important ingredients that define the eal h sta us 0 ho sehol n m pro e 

e 0 milk and its by-products are part of the diet 0 Alaba hough curren I shor 

significantly affecting the productivity of animals. But er is used as a I I'e 0 mo 

') 



major make up used during differen ceremonies Ii e clrc mel Ion 

clo thes and hair symbolizes he ex en of ones' economic s 

division of labor, women and ch ildren pia he lead ing role in mana n 

given household. 

Among the livestock types , cattle is commonly reared as i IS he major so rce 0 mil er 

cheese . Farm ox is found in sign ificant size as compared 00 her animal ,pes In s 

re is a traction power source fo r plough ing crop land. Small animals Ii e sheep go an 

usually kept for market purpose. Pack animals , on he 0 her hand, are he major ranspor ea 5 I 

the local ity. Horse and mule are found in small number and usua l! 0 ne be er 0 ho se 01 s 

for human tran spo rt. Donkey, in contrast , is the major ma erial transpor means n 0 'en o.',ne 

petty traders. Livestock dug is tradi tionally used to impro e land fer ill 

Unlike few decades ago, the production system is exhibi ing a predlcamen a a resul 0 ,arlO s 

changes experi en ced. Both crop and livestock produc Ion ac I lies are su ermg ro I :erse 

cons trai nts. Increasing population pressu re, land shortage, declining soli er Iii " 100 

logg ing, unre liable cli mate condition and resul ting crop failure , sc rCI yo razing Ian e ores a Ion 

shortage of livestock , crop pests and diseases and animal diseases are some 0 he malor roblems 

affect ing production system . The problems are Interrelated and opera e ,n c a ,', one 

agg ravates the other and worsen the situation . 

In respon se to th ese complex problems, households a emp 0 ell 10 II: eren' 

mechanisms . To ease land shortage , households in 01 e In share-croppln w 
cee s I hro 

periodic con tract or cash basis, participate in pe y rade and sen heir chi ren so 

they secure job in non-ag ricu ltural sector. hen he 00 shor age pro lem eeo S s ,er 



households resor 0 selling their produc I e resources II e h. 

better areas . Several househol also s arted adop ing rou 

coffee and fruit plants in their crop plo 0 e ec i ely u iii e e r I n 

ware of the importance of limiting the number 0 children un !! e hf: P s .. 

as resources and source of security. The s ress 0 popula Ion press re on I n IS 

members . This is particularly becoming part of young laba men I 

from the problem As a result polygynous marriage seems 0 e slgnlllc n I, 

To cope wi th problems re lated with livestock produc ion, househol s are eng' e In s are- ree n 

different inter-household farm ox exchange arrangemen s and s ar ed uSing n ual Ian II 

sides , gorges, road side etc as grazing area . There is also an increasing In eres on re 

animals like sheep, goat and poultry than cattle as a ay ou . Genera li he p ople en 0 e Ice 

diverse local strategies to ease constraints in production s s em 

7.2 Con clusi ons 

As discussed in this thesis , households among Alaba are e penenclng 'a ned problems an 

becoming more susceptible to cris is more than any time in he pas 

e Though, the households are attempting to cope ith comple cons ra in In pro c Ion process 

extent of the problem is deepening from time to ime han Impro Ing. It IS Impera leo n er a e 

comprehensive development intervention integrally 0 impro e Ian pro uc," conser e n ra 

. " t It ' also crucial resource , and improve livestock productivi y. IS en LI ce 

. . . d . marke and ranspor a ion family plann ing services an Improve 

socioeconomic problems among the rura l households. 



t 

If the current trend in both crop and Ii es oc pro uc ion are I 

change, the si tu ation would e Problematic Thus, here IS a ne 

techniques and in pu ts to impro e the productl i and ensure sl ain 

All efforts aimed to improve the living condi ion 0 he communi ~ has 0 

inte rests of the local comm un ity so as to smoo h recep Ion 0 ne: I ea an ec no 

enhance both the sustainability and ownership sense 0 an e ernal un er 0 

ameliorate the prob lem in production system in par icu lar and he Ii mg con lion I eneral 

Finally , as the findings of this study suggest , the re is a need 0 de Ise a • a 0 ecrease en 1m e 

of hou seholds who depend on the agricu ltural sec or and promo e o· arm ac I lies 0 relie .e Ie 

stre ss on rural land and fac ilitate condit ions to keep balance and os er a h rmomo S rei Ion 

between the inc rea sing population and the limited na ural resource base 
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Appendix I: List of Informants 

SIN Name A 'e Clan 
Sex 

\ ilia • I I li a I'h 

1 Abage Ebrahim Atara M 35 W~hira j\' u hir I 2 Abdurhman Debancho M 20 Wu hire Dcn'lx: Jemal 
., Abirham Bllge Lolise M 50 Side J Sidc 
4 Ahmed Bateno Wate M 55 Side ~idc 
5 Ahmed Sedebo kake M 45 Wushi ra Wu~hira 
6 Amina Abdela Helore F 25 To rol11bo~ Ncjatc 
7 Asamo Mllgoro Girba M 70 W~lira _l\Icjate 
8 Asamo Ussen Seide M 30 Shegdera Shegdcra 
9 Babi so Ahmed Bade M 45 Wu~hira W~hira 
1'0 Bargicho Umar M 20 Sid Side 

Mehamed 
11 Bezabish Beshir Malore F 50 Side Wushira 
12 Kas ise ururo Workicho F 42 Torol11 bo ra Side 
13 Keyirll Anlljo Abile M 24 Shegdera ~h~gdcl"O 
14 Lalete Bamlld Jeware F 40 Side Wushira 
15 Mancha forago Hassen M 20 Side Sidc 
16 Meche Malika Loliso M 38 S i~ ~id~ 
17 Nassiru Nuriye Surage M 20 Side Side 
18 Nurie Ahmed Hibamo M 40 Side Dencbc 
19 RajebaEdam Hassen F 30 W~hi ra Wushira 
20 Ramato Ribato Hashim M 25 Side Side 
21 Ramato Ussen Fatamo . M 45 Shegdera Shegdt~r 

II Rejabll Edamo Hassen · M 35 Safato jicjalc 

13 SefiaMamush Jemal F 40 Torol11 bora Wushira 

24 Seid Mekango Gerera M 55 Wushira Wlls hi~ 

I ' Sirgaga Hassan M 30 Sid Sid 
- ) 

Mohamed 
16 U ssen N uramo Miramo M 50 S i d~ Den~ 

17 Zeinaba Ahmed Erango F 40 WLl s hi~ Wl~hin 

Nc'at ' 28 Mosa Abdulkadir M 50 GenZe 

Anshicho 



SIN Name Sex Age Clan \ ill:Jg ' I 11 1.1/ " 

29 Abdela Muhe Aliye M 50 Torombora 'odxs 
-

Adame Mehamed 30 F 70 Sent - ' h' , ir I 
Sikoro 

31 Amad Kawuye Higso M 70 Wushi ra ~at 
'"'') Asiya Handino Shifa F 45 KlI ke .J_ 

I 
'"''"' Bamud Negash Aman M 30 Kanasa Sfr ,dlra .J.J 

34 Befata Mehamed M 30 WlI hir NCJ te 
Wayiso 

35 Bergena Berassa M 40 Darim Dell . . 
Busgira 

36 Bergena Ussen Alito M 35 WlIshi ra Nejnle 
37 DielboUmar Badele M 32 Torombora Ncj. I 
38 Gelato Beme Hedaro M 25 Sefalo Dcnebe 
39 Haj i Mundino Nurie M 30 Kol mine Side 
40 Ked ir Somano Ibrahim M 40 Aja Ncjalo I 
41 Mehamed Adem Hasiso M 38 Weshermine Shagd lra 
4') Mehamed Ahmed Higso M 50 Wushira Nejalo 
43 Nurie Mundino Issa M 35 Wushira Ncjatc 
44 Shemsia Musa F 32 Azobad, WlI ' hir 

Abdulkadir 
45 Ta ju Aman Ussen M 30 Korijo WlIshira 
46 ' Wosela Ahmed Bergena F 25 Toroda Side 



Appendix 2: List of Alaba Clan 

I) Aja 

2) Ansheqo 

3) Azobada 

4) Chelm ine 

5) Darimo 

6) Genza 

7) Gumbe 

8) Guzube 

9) Kenasa 

10) Ko lmine 

II) KOlj O 

12) Kuche 

I~) Kuka 

14) Melga 

15) Safato 

16) Shagidera 

17) Side 

18) Toqo 

19) Toroda 

20) Torombora 

21) Wehermine 

22) Wushira 

23) Zebada 
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Appendix 3: One of the key Informant 

Appendix 4: Community di scu ion n I al 



Append ix 5: Cattle at front yard (Ka/ale) 

:\ppcndi:\ 6: Pet Y lraJe aCli\ itit:. 111 IOlal n Irk 
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Appendix 7: Crop fi eld (Kanne) 

Appendix 8: Mosque of Shekoch (reli gi L1 I , 
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