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Preface 

Thi s thesis is about th e soc io-economi c illlpacts o r S OIll~i1 i re rugecs a III I th e relic!" 

o pe r~lt i o n s on the hostin g eOlll lllun it ies in Kebrihcm h di str ict 0 1' th e So mali Nati onal Regiona l 

State (SI RS) in eastern Ethi opia. The thesis has se\ en chap ters Chap ter Oll e, the introducti on, 

dea ls with the probl em, obj ec ti ves and data collection techniqu e . . It also pro\'ides justifi ca ti ons 

for site selec ti on and signi fi cance of the study. Lim itations of the stud y and th e fi eld situat ions 

arc also treated in th is chapter. 

Chap ter two prov ides background di scussio ns by rev ie\\in g the ('c levan t literature. It 

foc uses on conceptualizati ons of 're fu gees' and 'hosts' and theoretical ori entati ons rega rdin g th e 

re fu gees and relief operat ion' impac ts on host comm un it ies . It also rc\i c\v d th e a\ ailabl e 

literature rega rdin g the refugees and reli ef operations impac ts on the hostin g communiti es in 

Somali Nati onal Regional State (S NRS). Eth iopia's ex. peri ence \\ ith rega rd to refu gees ' impac ts 

is also treated in thi s background discussion. 

The third chapter is concerned with the geographic and soc io-econollli c characteri sti cs of 

the stud y region and the spec ifi c site, Thi s chapter also explores th e adm ini stration structure, clan 

system, and socio-econom ic characte ristic of the sett lement areas. Moreover, the chapter prov ides 

bri ef acco unts about the histo ry of wa r, drought and refugee-return ee cycles in the stud y area. 

Chapter four dea ls with the refugees ' and reli ef operations impacts on the hosting 

com muniti es in Kebribeyoh distri ct. It has two broad sect ions: Soc io-cultural and economi c 

dimensions of the refugees' impacts , on the basis of variab les that indicate different types o f 

impacts. 



Chapter fi ve prov ides a general analysis regardi ng the roles and imp ,le ts 0 1" rcf'ugee relic!' 

resources and organ izati ons on the socio-economic li v s 0 1' th e hosts. It also tre,llS hos ts' 

percept ions regarding th e ro le and impacts o f the reli ef organi l.ati ons. 

Chapter s ix presents the di strib uti on o f th e refugees and reli e f resources' impacts among the 

vari ous groups o f the local hosts. It also explains th e local strategies toward s th ese impac ts 

f-in all y, chapter seven sum ma n l'.es the fin dings ail e! pro vides the co nelu 'ion ami 

reco m mcnd at i ons, 

V II I 



Abs tract 

Thi s thes is intend s to ex plore the soc io-econom ic impacts assoc iat ed ,,·it h th e presence o r 

massive inn ux o f refu gees and reli ef operati ons. The study was co ndu cted in Kehr ihelU// di stri ct 

o r the Soma li National Regional State (S I RS) in eastern Ethi opia . KehrihcmIJ di stri ct has been 

host in g over 250,000 refugees in three camps since 1988. The prolonged presence of mass ive 

innux o f refugees and reli ef resources ha brought maj or changes on the ditTercnt aspec ts o r th e 

hosts' li ves . Thi s thesis, thus, looked at the soc io-economic aspec ts o r the chan ges. To understand 

the maj or changes , the thesis used fo ur data co ll ecti on methods. These were review or lit erature, 

in-depth in tervi ew, foc us group di scussion and direc t obse rvati on. 

The thes is employed va ri ous indicators both in the soc ial and economic spheres in ord er LO 

understand the perceived soc io-cultural and economic changes on th li ves or th e hos t 

communities . Accordingly, changes in the soc io-c ultural spheres in clude soc ial connicts, eros ion 

of customary marriage prac ti ce, changes in consumpti on patterns, altitudes and behav iors. 

Positi ve ly, the common ethnicity pl ays a pivotal role in strengthening the relati on between the 

hosts and the refugees. 

Economic changes, on the other hand , refer to the deve lopm ent and expansion or f/(/ risheik 

and Kebribehay town, trade and business acti viti es and in fras tructure. The va ri ous socia l and 

human capitals, which refu gees had brought with them, have contributed ror th e loca l 

deve lopment. Access to variolls fac ilities such as water, health , education and road is also 

created. Negati vely, the presence of reli ef operations and the refugees has put some pressure on 

resources such as vegetation, water and pasture. This , in turn , affected the pastora l and agro­

pastoral activiti es, and also led to rural-urban migrati on, brain dra in from the governm ent 

organi zati on to the relief organi zati ons and hi gh costs of li ving. 

IX 



Ilosts rcspondcd in di ffcrcllt \\'a ys towa rd s thcse chan ging opportu ni ties Tiley used botil 

co llecti ve and indi vidua l strat cgics to\\,(\ rds thesc ch~ln g ill g OpportUllltl CS. "I hc culkc ti ,c 

strategics includ peaceful c -ex iste ll cc, peacc fu l resisLlI1 cC. ami lo bb ying Indi,id llCiI s t r~lt cg i e s, 

0 11 the oth cr hand , include in vo lvclll cl1t ill th c empl oymcnt structu res o r the reli d orgCll1i/a ti o l1 s, 

registering as rc fu gees, purchasing rati on cards. poo ling rcfugecs ' cheap labor, rur ~l l - urban 

mi grat ion, in vo lvement in non-pa tora l ac ti viti cs al1d creati ve stratcgies. Thcse stra tcgies allowed 

some hosts to benefit whil e others becamc wo rse off. 

In gcneral, these differing strategies led to a wide ran ge o f cxperi el1 cc witilin til c host 

cO lll minutes bascd on ge ndcr, age, arca and wca lth. Accordin gly, wo mcn, chil drel1 , the cld erl y 

and the poor are less able than l11 el1 , yo uth , adults and the ri ch to ga in access to beneficia l 

opportuniti es created by the presence o r the refu gces and th e reli ef reso urces. !/{{ r/sl/(!ik and 

K eb,.i beyo II to wns and the nea rby 10c<:1 1 vill ages respecti ve I y bene fi ted better th an oth er parts 0 r 

the rural areas. However, poli cies and practices at intern ational, nat ional and regional lev 1 have 

played a min ima l ro le in link ing reliefwith the loca l deve lopment . 

x 



Acron yms 

AACC 

ARRA 

AU 

BWRD 

CE DEP ARRA 

CM 

OPPB 

EMA-UN HCR 

EPRDF 

rCM 

CO E 

HFH 

HIV/AIDS 

ICEM 

ICARAlI 

lOPs 

IMP 

INCOs 

LECDPB 

LECDPO 

1\ 11 Afric811 Co nference of Churches 

Admi nistrati n for Refugee-Retu rn ee .-\ ffa irs 

A fri ca n Union 

Burea u o f Water Resource Develop ill ent 

Co nsultants for Econom ic Deve lopm ent anci En v ironlll e nt ~li !)rolec ti on -

Admini strati on fo r Refugee Returnee Affa irs 

Care and Maintenance 

Di saster Preventi on and Preparedness Bureau 

Ethiopi a Mapping Agency-U nited Na ti on Hi gher Comill iss ioner lo r 

Re fu gees 

Ethi op ian Peo pl e Revoluti onary Democ rati c Front 

Female Genit al Mu til at ion 

Government of Ethi opi a 

Hope for the I-lorn 

Human [ml11une Virusl Acqu ired Immune De fi ciency Syndrome 

[nter-governmental Committee for European Mi grati on 

Second Intern at ional Conference on Ass istance of Refugees in ,6" frica 

[nternall y Di splaced Peopl e 

Intern ati onal Migrati on Poli cy Program 

Internati onal Non-Govern mental Orga ni za ti ons 

Li vestock, Environment , Crop Development and Protect ion Bureau 

Livestock, Environment , Crop Development and Protecti on Office 

Xl 



NGOs 

OAU 

PRM 

PH CC 

RAD 

IbOO 

SC-USA 

SCF-UK 

SNM 

SNRS 

UN 

UNDP 

UNFPA 

UN ICEF 

UN HCR 

UN HCR-RLO 

UNHCR-SOJ 

USC 

WFP 

No n-Go \'lTnl11 cnl<l l Organ i la t ions 

Orga ni zat ion of ,Afri can Unio n 

USA Governm en t Burea u of Popul ali on , Refugee and :VligrCllion 

Populati on and Housing Ccnsus COlllm iss ion 

Refugee and Deve lopment 

Rehab ilitat ion and Deve lopment Organi ,ult ion 

Save the Children - United States o f f\lll cri ca 

Save the children Funcl - Un it ed Kingdolll 

Somali National Movem ent 

Somal i National Regional State 

United Nati ons 

United Nati ons Developm ent Program 

Untied Nati ons Fund for Popu lation Ad mini strati on 

United Na tions Chil dren's Fu nd 

United Nati on Higher Comm iss ioner fo r Refugees 

United Nations Hi gher COlll miss ioner for Refugees-Regiona l Liai son 

Office (for Africa) 

United Nations Higher Com missioner for Refugees-Sub offic e .lij iga 

United Somalia Congress 

World Food Program 

X i l 



Clossarv 

Arabiki Ma i7.e 

Aross Wedd ing 

Badiya Rural arealrural people 

Billilliqo Stolen properti es that refugee brought with them from the war torn 

Somalil and 

Birkas Water we ll s 

Daggal Connict 

Daye r Short rain y season ILl stin g frolll March to May 

Dcss a Portab le pastoral nomads' house made o C tree root s 

Diya-paying group Blood-money pa ying group 

Diqo Contributi ons from the bri des' relati ves so as to make a dowry know as 

Dumallid 

Ella 

Fatho 

Gu 

Hadud 

[-Taffir dam 

Hammal 

I-Iadrad 

"Hido" 

Remarri age Custom, wh ich refe rs so rorate and lev irate marri age, pract ices 

Water well made of concrete and use to co ll ect rai nwa ter 

Literall y means "God have me rcy on yo u " .It is a co mpensa ti on to be 

forwarded for vict im s of con nictual s ituat ion when the harm is very simp le 

and does not need medicati on 

Long rain y season lasting fro m August to October 

Sorghum 

Earth dam 

Porter 

Ci vi I ization 

XIII 



Ilccr 

Il arrarsimo 

lIid o 

H lI ska Ge ricl a 

Irb edo 

J aiJl 

Jamm'a 

JeJl aba 

Jillb 

Marryan cultu re 

Magaa ll a 

Oday 

Qaata 

Qeb il 

Sharia 

Shir 

Sultan 

Yarad 

Contrac t/custOlll ary la \V 

Compensati on \V hich is cqui va lcnt to I no hi!'!' and give ll for \'ic ti lll s Ll f 

conni ctua l s it uLl tioll pcriodi c tll y ",hen th e harlll is so scrioll s :ll1ll llccds 

medication and so me recovc ry peri od 

A dowry to be giv n to the ncw ly wed co uplc froln th e bri de's moth er It is 

a kind o f food made up o f butt r and sli ced meat and covered at th e top 

with el ates 

Fu nera I ce remon y 

Literall y it means "needle" - Thi s is compensation given fo r victim s in 

con fl ictual situat ion. It ran ges from 30 to SO hi lT . Thi s is given when the 

harm is somewhat se l'1 ous and needs medication 

Love 

A mutual se lf-help assoc iati on 

Catt le market 

Sub-c lan 

Lawless youth 

Town 

E lder 

Narcotic stimulant leaf (a lso ka t, ch '(/{) 

C lan 

Islamic law 

Ad-h oc confli ct-resolution meetings 

Titl e fo r clan leader 

Bride wealth 

X IV 



C HAPTER ONE: I\TROD UCTION 

Thi s int roductory pa rt dea ls with seven major issues. whi ch are th e pillars of thi s thesis. 

These are the problem, objee ti ve , meth odologies, and signi ficancc o f the stud y and justi li ca tions 

for the elec tion of the research area. It also expl ores the limit ations of' the stud y. 

l.l The Problem 

It has becorne in cre8s ingly ev ident that the host communi ties within develo ping cOLi ntri cs 

arc co nsiderab ly affected by the presence of a mass ive influ x of refugees [vlan y cO l1llllu niti es in 

the develop ing co untri es are increasingly confron ted wi th the task o f being prepared and ah l to 

ma nage the needs of tens of' thousa nd of refugee. 'ievertheless, the presence of a large number 

of ref'ugees poses seri ous ch811 enge to hosting people. According to f\uk ot (200374 ). the 

refugees' presence results in impactsl th at have far-reachin g consequ ences for the host co ullt ry, 

region, and individuals Likewise, Phillips (20032) pointed out that any in fl ux of' rcfuS-':c 

popu lat ion, ex patriate staf'f 8nd intern ati onal reli ef effort mean s a ran ge of Input tha t arc go in g to 

8ffec t the li ves of the host communiti es. 

However, there has been littl e academic research abo ut the impact of mass ive refugee 

influxes on host comminutes. Most of the refu gee studi es ' focu s remains on the pli ght of the 

refugee themselves rather th an the impacts of the unpl ann ed and unwanted movements of 

refugees on the host pop ul at ion (Vas Dev; 200 1: 1; Gc:bre 2003:50; Chambers 1986: 1) . 

Thi s paper, therefore, in tends to ex plore the soc io-econom ic impacts assoc iated with the 

presence of a mass ive influx of Somali refugees in Kebribeyah di strict, Soma li Nati onal Regional 

State (SNRS) in Eastern Ethi op ia. Thi s dist ri ct has been hosti ng refu gees that had fl ed the 

intern al arnled conflict in Somali a over a decade ago (Hogg 1996: 153155 ; CEDEP-ARRA 

I Impacts in thi s study refer to sustai ned changes in the hosts' soc io-economic IiYes brought about by the pres.:nce of 

the refugees and interventions of the reli ef operati ons. 



199 1: I), Bet\Vee n 1988 allli 199_ th ere we re unpreccdented \\ ';t\ 'CS o f refugl'c !l O\\ 'S ill thc distr !" l. 

Th ese no\V resulted in ,I large concentrati n o f refugce' in the distr ict. \' c\'enhcl ess. the re h ~ l s 

been li ttl e (Icad emi c research pert ai ning to the im pacts of I'e fu gee il1nu .'\ on th e li\ 'cs 0" the 

commun iti es in Kehribeyoli district. [ven the avail ab le fe\\ ' tudi es fo cus on th e cn\irol1mcl1 tal 

impacts of the re fugees , Stud ies by DEP-,ARRA (1999) ; EM f-\ - I HeR (2002) ; Lk sta K;t S S~\ 

( 1999) are cases in point. But studi es on the soc ial an e! economic impact of th e 111(1 i\c refu gee 

inn uxes arc almost absent. 

Thus, thi s paper examines the soc io-economi c costs and bene rits assoc iated \V ith th e lon g­

term presence of massive influx or omali refugee 0 11 the li\'es of the hosting cO lllmunit y in t\\ 0 

spec i ri c sites in Kebriheyoh di tricl. These arc !/o /'l sheik ~lml Kehriheyoll loca lities, No\\' t h ~ lt ill 

th e form er site 99 ,9% o f the refugee arc I'epatr iated to th ei r co unt ry o r ori gin , th e stud y mainl y 

foc uses on the latter site and its environs, Moreover, the study in vestiga tes the distr ibuti on o r th e 

refuge s' burden and benefits among the va rious gr ups of the host commun ity and the hosts ' 

responses towards these impacts, 

Although thi s paper is concerned with the perspective o f the host nation and rocu es on the 

host society as the central topi c of the stu dy, in no \Vay doe it seek to underm ine or negate th e 

traumatic and devastat i ng pI i ght 0 f the re fugees in the stud y area, 

1.2 Obj ectives of th e Stud y 

] .2.1 General Obj ective 

The principal objecti ve of thi s thes is is to ex plore the soc io-economi c impacts associated 

with the long-term presence of a large nu mber 0 f refugees and the reI ief operati ons in Kebrihe)'{l li 

di stri ct of the Somali National Regional State (SNRS) in Eastern Ethiopia, 
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1.2.2 S pccilic Objccti cs 

The parti cular obj ec ti ves of thi s th esis are: 

• To in ves ti gate th e soc io-econom ic di mensio ns o f the impacts assoc iated \\ ith th e 

long- term presence of mass ive innu xes ofrcrugees in f.:ehriheyoh di stric t. 

• To ex plore the role and impacts of reli ef intelyenti ons on th e hostin g loca ls, til e 

ex i sti ng strategi es 0 f th e 'e interventions and to understand th e loca I peo p Ie's responses 

to the reli e f organ iza ti ons' inten 'enti ons 

• To exa min e the di stributi on of the refu gees ' and the relic!' perat ions ' impacts amon g 

the loca l peo pl e and to kn ow, whi ch ca tego ri es ('til e hosts arc winners and losers. 

To understand the loca l ' strategies and perception towa rds th e impac ts o f th e 

re fu gee innuxes , 

1.3 Research Methodology 

It is quite clear that to achi eve the aim of the above-menti oned objec ti ves o f the stud y 

appl ying a single method may not give th e required result. Hence, an integrated approac h is 

chosen as preferable altern ative. In thi s regard , four major data co ll ec ti on meth ods were appli ed 

in undertak ing thi s study. These were rev iew of literature, in-depth interview, foc us group 

di scuss ion and direct observation. 

Relevant avail ab le literature was rev iewed regardin g th e conceptuali zat ions of refugees 

and hosts, theoreti cal ori entat ion on refugees' impacts, general fea tures o f the refugees' im pac ts 

on the hosting communities in SNRS, refu gees and Ethi opi a's experi ence and the soc io-econom;c 

charac teri sti cs of the refugees and the loca l commun iti es in Kebribeyoh di st ri ct. 

The in-depth intervi ew approach, on the other hand , was held wit h rele\'ant groups In 

Jijigo (the capital of SNRS) and at Kebribel'O h and [-for/sheik sites. Among others, 

UN HCRJARRA official s and staff in Jijiga and at the spec ifi c site (Kebribeyoh and [-fu}'{shei!.) . 
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Mo reover, the S RS' line bureaus <lnd dcpartmc nts. the Jii i.'.!. iI /on; i1 ,I nl! the A:chr ih('\(/I! distl'ict 

admini strations and the local gove rn ors !'mm f.:eh r ihcml! LInd //({ri - s//c ik to\\,n s \\'c re also 

co ntac ted . In-depth in terviews were also helel \\ith key info rm an ts represcntin g local rcs id ent s 

and re fu gee cO lll mu nitie . Among th e loca l representat ives ' mercha nt s, sc hoo lteachers. Ill clnbcrs 

of prod ucers' cooperatives, youth a oc iat ions, \\ 'olll en a soc iation .; eldcrs and farm ers \\'ere th e 

main inform ants; with rega rd to the refugee comm unit y th member of the r i"lI gee camp 

committee, clan leaders, re fu gee elders, an c! some members from the yo uth ~lI1d wo mcn 

assoc iations were interviewed. Use fu l data were also deri ved fmm in-depth intervie\\ s held with 

NGOs operating both at the Jijiga and Kehrihcv([// leve l. 

Thi s method ica l app roach was employed to co ll ec t data regardin g the soc io-eco nom ic 

cha rac teristics of the stud y area, and the refugee se tt lements It \\'as also used to understand majo r 

impac ts brought as a resul t of the pr sencc of a larg num ber of re fugees on the li ves or th e loca l 

people. In add iti on, thi s method was ap plied to in\'es ti gate the di ffe rential impac ts of the refugees 

on the loca l people and the locals' strategies and responses towards such impact s. In -depth 

interviews are also used to look at the ro le and impacts of hum anitari an organi zati ons' 

intervent ions on the local people under rev iew, as we ll as to explore the phase out stra tegies of 

these organi zations'. The tota l numbcr o f inform ants accessed by this meth od was 41 . 

Unlike the in-depth interview method, the foc us group di scuss ion used to ill\ cs ti gate the 

atti tudes and percepti ons of va ri ous info rma nts regard ing the soc io-econom ic costs and benefit s 

assoc iated with the presence o f mass ive influx of refugees in the stud y distri ct. Gatherin g data on 

the relati on between the refu gees and the loca l people and the role o f common eth nicity in 

shaping the refugees' impacts on the loca l people was the other purpose of thi s method. It W:lS 

also used to explore the locals' differenti al strategies and perceptions towards impacts brought by 

the refu gee influx and hum anitarian interventions. Twent y-five infon11 ants we re approached by 



thi s method. 

During the fi eld in ve ti gatioll , th e resea rcher li ved amon g the stud y c0111munit ies and \\as 

ab le to make a c lose observa ti on on some basic point s. Th ese arc th e soc ia l and cco nomi c 

ac ti viti es o f both th e loca l and th e refugee COlll111unities; inten 'cnti ons of both gO \'cr11111 cn ta l and 

non- gove rnm ental orga ni zati ons; th e soc io-eultu re and ph ys ical se ttin gs of th e settleill ents ami 

the tuc.l y areas; and th e refugee-host econom ic and soc i,li relati ons. All in all , th e inlorJll ~lti o n 

obtain ed through direc t ob erva ti on was fo und to be very u. ci'ul in backi ng up th e data oblLl ined 

through the other cl ata co ll ec ti on meth ods. 

The fi eldwo rk for thi s stud y was conducted in two ph ases . Th e first phase took pl ace fro m 

eptember 10 to October 24, 2003. The main purpose o f this ph ase was to get research 

penTII SS 10n from the eo nc rn ed orga ni z.a ti ons, to identi fy key in formant s and translato rs. and to 

test so me of th e resea rch ques ti on with some se lected in for111 ilnts. Thu s, durin g thi s phase th e 

necessa ry contacts with key orga ni zati on s and instituti ons dea lin g with th e re fu gee issues in th e 

co untry were made. ARRA and UNHCR o ffi ces bo th in Addi s Ababa and Jtjiga le\'els arc cases 

in point. Moreover, at the site leve l, th e writer establi shed contac t with th e admini strators o f 

Jtj iga Zone and Kebribeyah di stri ct as well as the !-far/sheik town muni cipality. The aim o f th e 

stud y was ex plained by th e writer to all o f these bod ies and they in turn prov ided him with the 

necessary cooperation and support. Data concerning relevant secondary sources we re also 

ga th ered frol11 some of the above-menti oned organiza ti ons during th e first phase. 

The second and major phase of th e stud y was cond ucted from February 8 to iVlarch 23 , 

2004. During thi s phase the writer conducted hi s wo rk with the va ri ous catego ri es of inform ants 

using questions developed based on th e preliminary data obtai ned during the first phase of the 

study. 



1.4 Sigllilicallce of the Stud y 

Thi s stud y is moti vated by three basic CO llC crn s. Fir l. due to the long- term prc'>c nce o r 

mass ive refugee influxes in the omali ati onal Reg iona l t:llc ( NR ) and the signilica nt 

impact that the refugees have had on th e region and the count ry, it is important to co nd uct 

re fu gee studi es. Thi s cou ld help to understand th e long-term implicati ons or the rci'ugecs' 

presence for th e on go in g process o r deve lopm ent in the host COl11munit y .. 'econd, thc stuJ y 

could prov id e data for de ve loping strcltcg ies amI COl11p rehensi\e plans that include th e needs o r 

refu gees and loc al hosts. 

Fin all y, since IX refugee camps had alread y been c losed due to volullt ary and organi zed 

repartiti on programs in the SNRS, thi s stud y cou ld prov ide some hint ['o r rehab ili wt il) 1l and 

reconstruc ti on of the refugee im pacted areas in the region under discussion. 

1.5 Justiticatioll for the Selection of the Study area 

The underlyin g reasons for select ing the SNRS in general and the Kehrihe.m/I di stri ct in 

pa rti cular as the stud y site are three rold First, the NR has been hosting the influ .\ o r la rge 

numbers of re fu gees in eight camps since 1988 . Of the eight camps two of them were In 

Kebribeyah di strict (Har/sheik and Kebribeyah camps) .. -\ s a result , th e di tri ct was In 

internati onal headline at some point in the past fo r ho ting one of the largest numbers o f refugee 

influxes in the world . Secondl y, some organ izati ons and indi\ idua ls have mad e attempts to study 

the nvironmental impacts of the refu gees in the region and di strict under rev iew. However, there 

IS a lack of study regarding the soc ial and economic impacts of re fu gees in the region alld the 

spee i fi e stud y site. Thus , the writer' s choice to can fi ne attenti on to SNRS is to bridge thi s gap. 

Finall y, the writer' s prev ious acquaintance with the specifi c sit e as an emp loyee of ARRA has 

also played a signifi cant role fo r the select ion of the site. 
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1.6 Lilllitation s or th e St IId y 

In thi s stud y, th ere arc ome limitati o l1 s tilat Illu st he ~ I c knowkdged . COIllJ11uni c lt io l1 

barri er, time cO l1 straint, in access ibili ty o f som e si tes, i nlo r\ll ~1I1t ' fati gue and relucta nce were the 

majo r ones . Since the writer is not fam ili ar w ith th local lan guage of the tudy site. usil lg 

translators w as th e main opti on, But thi s had its 0 \\ n l imitati on for convey ing th e ri ght message 

from the w riter to the in fo rm ants and v ice versa. lI o\\'evcr, thi s was man ageci by cross-checkin g 

som e m aj or points o r th e d iscuss ions w ith some scholars. It \V a th e \-v riler' s interes t to unclel's tand 

th e d istrib ut ion o f th e impacts of th e refu gee in nuxes ill d i Clc l'ent part s of' tile stud y area olh er 

tilan //un sli eik and KeIJrilJev tow ns and th e adjacent rura l areas. Il owever, due to inaccess ibilit y 

o r some of the sit s and time constraints th e writer' \\ ork i l im ited to th e si tes under di sc us ion. 

W hat i more, since several researchers conducted research for var ious puq ses in th e stud y 

area, inform ants' fati gue and reluctance was a li l11it ~\ti o n fa r thi s stud y. But th e w riter' s prev ious 

experi ence o f th e stud y area and contacts helped him to minimi ze thi s prob lem . 
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CHAPTER TWO : L ITERATURE REV I E\V 

In li ght of the prob lem dea lt with and the obj ec tives se t in the introductory pan of thi s 

stud y, thi s chapter provides backgr und di scuss ions. The litera tu re aimed to addresses :1 number 

of issues. First, in order to xplore th e stud y with some clea rer understand ing it dca ls with tne 

conceptualizati on of the concepts "Refugees" and "f lo ts". It also tri es to see what th eo retical 

ori entati ons add ress refugee issues and the ir impacts on ho t cO l11lllulliti es. The lit erature is al so 

concern ed with the co t and benefi ts assoc iated with a mass ive re fugee innux in th e host 

cO lll mu niti es . It also rev iews relevant studies on im pac ts of refugees and reli ef operat ions on the 

hosti ng SNRS. Moreover, it a Idresses Ethiopi a's experience as a refu gee host CO Ull try. Fin al ly, 

Summ ary is drawn based on the background discuss ions. 

2.1 Conceptualizat ion of Re fu gees and Hosts 

2.1.1 T he Concept of Re fu gee 

A closer analys is of Refugee conceptuali zat ions reveals th at there i no common 

understanding about who should be included withi n the definition of refugee. As one scholar 

ex plained consensus on the definition of the term refugee is still di ffic ult to ach ieve (Kibrellh 

1987:6). In search for conceptualiza ti ons of 'R fugee', th is paper rev iewed va ri ous 

conceptuali zations . Among others, UN 195 1, Article 1 (2); UN 1967 Protocol; OAU Convention 

1969, Arti cle 1 (2) ; Latin American Cartagena Dec laration of 1984; All African Conference o f 

Churches (AACC) 1971; the Inter-governmental Committee for European Migration (ICEM) as 

wel l as various Anthropological and Sociological definiti ons. Thus , it is noted that a person 

recogni zed as a refugee in Africa would not necessari ly be accepted as a refugee in Europe or 
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the Specific Aspects of Refu gces Problems in Afri ca, 1969, f\rti cle I (2). 1 A simil ar rcgio n:li 

definiti on was made for La tin Ameri ca in the Categena Dec larat ion of 19 4-1 (B lavo I ()c)9: I (» ). 

The popu lar definiti on of the t rm 're fu gec', on thc other hand , concerns ind ividuals (lnd 

groups beyond the category of refu g es de fi ned frolll the perspec tive f Inte rn ati onal l<.1\V This 

de fi niti on propounded by vari ous orga ni zali ons and emp loys a much broader approach to the 

dc fi niti on o f 'refugee'. The refugee defin iti ons of all Afri can co nfe rence of Chu rchc (r\ /\ CC ), 

the Inter-governmental Co mmittee for Eurol can Migrat ion ( I EM) and Ihe Mass iVlcdia arc 

cases in point. 

The AACC definit ion o f 're fu gee' embraces any displaced person in urgent need, ari sin g 

from any kind of tragedy; or any victim of soc iety, irrespecti ve of state con iderati on (Af\ CC, 

197 1). The [CEM, on the oth r hand , contends th at a 'refugee' i any person who' has been th e 

victim of war or a disaster which has seri ously di sadva ntaged hi s condit ion of li vin g' (I EM, 

Geneva, cited in Blavo 1999 :1 6). The Mass Media conceptu ali zati on defin es 'refugee' a a l~ y 

person who is forced out o f hi s home by natural di sasters such as ea rthquakes and nood ing; by 

man-made di sasters, includ ing all kinds of connicts, related or unrelated to government , as 

refu gee (Ibid .). 

A broader definition for the tell11 'refu gee' also provided by academics and some 

concerned disciplines . Scholars such as Michael Cernea ( 1996:284-298) catego ri zed refu gees 

Paragraph 2 of Art. ( I) of th e OAU Refugee conventi on de fin es refugees' as a person who o\\·ing to extern al aggression. 
occupati on, foreign dominat ions or events seriously disturbin g publi c order in either part or the whole of hi s coun try of origin or 
nati onality, is compelled to leave hi s place of habitual res idence in order to seek refugee in another pl ace out side his coun try of 

ori gin or nationality 
4 The Cartegena Deceleration (co ll oquium) of 1984's defi niti on of refugee co ntain s th e element s of the UN Refugec conw il ti on 
( 195 1) and th e protoco l ( 1967) and adds oth er dimensions of general con nic t to include persons who have ned th ei r cou ntry 
because th eir li ves, safety or freedom have been threatened by genera li zed violence, forei gn aggression, inte rn al con nicts, 
massive violatio n of human ri ghts or other circumstances which have seri ous ly disturbed public order (c ited in Blavo 1999: 16) . 
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into two broad type: In ternal and Int crna tio nal. The fo rm cr re\l:r. to people di splaced due to 

development po li cies and programs, radi ca l persec uti on and ci i I wa r. Whereas, the latt er 

co ncerns persons who crossed an inte rn ~lli o n a l bor ler due to natural di saster and persec llt io n. /\ s 

fa r as disc iplin ary de finiti on of the term 'refugee' is conce rn ed, anthropolog ical and soc iological 

defi ni tions are wo rth a menti on. Anth ropologica ll y refugees arc defin ed as peopl e who: 

"I-lave undergone a viol ent ri te of separat ion and, unl ess or unt il they are incorporate as cit izens in to 
their host state (or returned to their state or ori gin) fi nd them in transi tion in a state or li mi nall lY 
Thi s betwixt-and-betwee n state may con tain social ami ceonomi c dimensions as we ll as Icga l anu 
psyc hological ones. Moreove r, image of dependency, helpl essness, and mi sery arc encoded in 
re fu gee label "(Harrell -Bond and Vourt iara 1996 : 1077 ). 

The re fu gee, accord ing to the oc iological definit ion, is "a perso n vv ho moves from hi s 

country to another aga inst hi s will. He lacks po iti ve m ti vat ion to move :lIld sell ic elsewhere 

Hence, a re fu gee is characte ri zed by th e immediacy of Ii fe threatenin g compul sion delibera tely 

exercised by some agent, and hi s inabi li ty to rely on hi governm ent for even nominal 

protec ti on", (Hansen cited in Mekuria 1998 :79). Th is definiti on al 0 inc lude victim of natural 

di sasters, but the compulsion to move is not the result of being" .. . deliberately forced under li fe 

threatening conditions, nor are they f0Il11a ll y and in principle deni ed the protcction o f their 

government" , (Zolberg and Suhrke, fbid. ). 

2.1.2 Who are the host nations? 

Refugee protecti on is a central aspect o f intern ati onal, regional, and nat ional efforts to 

protec t persons fee ling persecution (AU and IMP 2003: 12). Protection of refugee covers a wide 

range of issues such as physical, emotional and psychological stress and to rture (B lavo 1999:50). 
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Acco rding to Blavo (lhirl.), thus, re fu g e protcc tion Ill eans treating refugces acco rding to 

internat ional standards. In thi s regard , th e host nati ons refer to cont rac tin g state or state pan ic. 

th at rece ive asy lu m seekers and hos t th m in th eir terr itory ba cd on th e releva nt intcrn ati oll al 

lega l instrulll ents. The lega l instruments which forlll th e bases G r protec ting refu gees in Afri ca 

arc, in the main , the UN onvention Relating to the tatus of Refugees (195 1)5 and th e OA 

Conventi on Governing the Specific Aspec ts Refugee Prob lems in fri ca ( I (69 ). f-\ cco rding to 

the UN Refu gee Convention the co ntrac ting state shall as fa r as pos ibl e facilitates the 

ass im il ati on and naturali za ti on of refu gees . They shall in parti cul ar make eve ry effo rt to expedite 

naturali zati on proceed ings and to reduce a fa r as poss ibl e the charges and costs of u..:h 

proceedin gs (UN 195 1, Arti cle 34). The OAU Re fu gee onvent i n also requires tha t 'member 

states shall undertake to app ly th e prov isions of the co nven tion to all refugees witho ut 

di scrimin ati on as to race, religion, an I nati onality, III mbership of a parti cul ar social group or 

politi ca l op ini on (OAU Refugee Convention, 1969 Art 4). Accord ing to Blavo (1999:48) these 

legal in struments coup led with the d clarati on of Human Ri ght ( 1948) prov ide the neces ary 

gui delines for the deve lopment of nati onal refugee poli cies in the countri es of a ylum that govern 

the daily lives of refugees. 

However, in spite of the presence oflegal instruments for the protec ti on of refu gees, there 

are significant di ffe rences among host nati ons. First, host societi es differ in their integrat ive 

capac ities of refu gees into their soc io-economi c structures, th scale of their homogeneity or 

5 The lJ0I Refugee Convention establ ishes tllJee standa rds of trea tment to be accorded by a con trac ting state: ';he 
same trea tment as is accorded to nationals' of the conll-ac ti ng state; the most fa vo ra ble treatment acco rded to 
nati onals of a favo rab le trea tment accorded to nationals of a foreign country'; 'trea tment as fa vo rab le as possible and 
in any event not less fa vorab le than that accorded to aliens genera ll y in the same circumstances (A rt 3 and 4, 195 1). 
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heterogeneity and their prev ious xperi ences with imm igration and mi grant s. Il omoge nc ~l s 

soc ieties are less capabl e of smoo th absorpt ion of non-na ti\'c . Such soc ieti es arc li kely to 

demand some uniformity of va lue, behav ior and culture (i\ lek uri a 1998 : 2). eco nd . host 

nati ons also differ in their response to a ylul1l and ass i tance provision as well as in oi'lCring 

nati onal citi zenship for re fu gees (Vas Dev 200 1:2) . Wherea in :-\onhel Jl co un tri e asylul11 s have 

been granted less generously based on the fea r f nega ti ve impacts from refu gees presence, the 

southern countri es, particu larly Africans, have given generous a ylu m to milli ons of uproo ted 

peopl e and co ntinue to do so (B lavo 1999:39; Va Dev 200 1 2). As a result , the majo rit y of 

refugees are found in the poorest countri es of the worl d with very low average incomes, minimal 

hea lth ca re and education, and low li fe expectancy. In genera l, whether in the orth or outh , it is 

clear that all host governments reali ze that the large nu mber o f refugees pose eri ous chall enges 

to them. They are, hence, increas ingly reluctant to host refugees or in any way ac t to prolong th e 

length of their asylum (AU and IMP 2003: 12; Vas Dev 200 1 :2). 

2.2 Theoretical Orientation 

2.2.1 The paucity of Theoretical Literature in Refugee Studies 

The process of developing any analytica l fram ewo rk includes re fl ecti on on th eo ry and 

methods that are influenced by in-depth knowledge of a specific case or area (Brons 200 1: 68). 

However, refugee problems have, so far, attrac ted limited interest from soc ial sc ienti sts and a 

general epi stemological approach is lacking (Mekuri a 1988: 18). Much of the resea rch conducted 

hitherto in Africa addresses itse lf to practical probl ems concerni ng asylum , protecti on and 

prob lems of settlement and adj ustment of refugees in host communiti es. What is more, in 
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co mpa ri son with refugees, there has been litt le acadcmic resea rch about the impacts or refu gees 

and reli e f operations on host pop ul ati on. 

Acco rdin g to Chambers (1986:245-263) , refugee relic organ i/.at ions and refugee tudies 

have re fugee as their first conce rn and G cu ; but the adverse impacts of refu ge s n th eir hosts 

are relati vely neglected. Ln the same va in, Gebre (2003:50) pointed out th at settl ers and refu gees 

usuall y rece ive aid , r search coverage and po li cy atten ti on wh ile the plight of the host peop le 

remains large ly unnoti ced. The reaso ns for lack of suffi cient litera ture pertaining to impac ts of 

refugees on their host are many. Among other , ho ts' pli ght i virtu all y ignored by mcd ia and 

also fa il s to attrac t public attention. Hosts' pli ght i o ften treated a incidenta l by aid agencies. 

Moreover, the hosts' envi ronment is usua 11 y percei "ed as su ffic i en tl y abundant in r somce to 

accommodate additional populati on. For prac ti cal reaso ns, ma ny resea rchers grav itate to ca il y 

funded projects and widely recogni zed prob lems (Vas Dev 200 1: 1; Gebre 2003 :50) Thu s, ill 

trying to conceptuali ze the refugees' impacts on th e ho t community under questi on the tudy 

considers debates between di fferent scholars and instituti ons. 

2.2.2 Impacts of Refugee lntlux on the Host Nations: The Debate 

There are two sides of the debate pertaining to the im pli cations of the presence of refugees 

and reli ef operation for host communiti es . These are di scussions that emphasize the negati ve 

implications, and arguments that favor both pos itive and negative impacts. The fo rmer categori es 

are o ften called Refugee Aid and Development (RAD) theo ri es. The latter is a new approach in 

refu gee research . 
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The central ten t of the refu gee aid and development dia logue is tha t large numbn s \J 

rci'ugees represent a prob lem on host cO lllmuniti es , rather than opportllniti c ' Acco rding to the 'c 

theo ri es refugees generall y impose a burden on loca l infrastructure and populat ion ( orillan 

1994:232; Withtaker 1999:3). Th us, since the 19 Os RAD th eo ri es ca ll ed for strategies li nking 

refugee reli ef programs with loca l development poli cies to benefit re fu gees and host alike 

(Go rm an 1994:230-232; Blavo 1999 : 70-7 1). These theo ri es are the result of (he Second 

International Conference on Assi stance to Refugees in Afri ca (l ARA ll )() in 1984. Gill erging 

from thi s dialogue and from ac tual practi ce was a number of central principl es (G orman 

1994:228). These are 

• Refugee ba ic needs must be met in ways (h at do not pl'ej udi ce the conditio n of host 

country nations; 

• Assistance should encourage and enab le refu gees to attain se lf-reli ance; 

• Development assistance should anti cipate the impac t th at re fu gee populati ons h<lvc on 

the economic and soc ial infrastructure of host countri cs; 

• Refugees and the affected host popu lation should participate in the formati on and 

implementation of projects and policies that are in tended to benefit (hem. 

These princ iples, acco rding ( 0 Go rm an (Ib id .), prov ided a basic ori ent <lt ion 10 1' a strategy or 

linking refugee aid and deve lopment. Nevertheless, a number of facto rs impeded its practi cality. 

U The main reason for ca ll ing thi s conference was the co nce rn that the trad itiona l Afri can hospil~lit y is diminishing in 
many asy lum countries because of the deterio rati on of their own standards of li vi ng (Ibid .) . Thi coerced The United 
Nations General Assembly, UNHCR, host and donor governments to elabo rate proj ects and program of acti on on 
th e one hand and to ha ve dialogue among resea rchers, academics and interested parties to rati onali ze a strat<: gy for 
linking refugee aid and development, on the other (Gorman 1994:228). 
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Among others, lack of resources committed by donor, wcak co rdin ati on betwcen refugees and 

development bureaucrac ies, and diffi culti es in integrat in g increasing num ber of refugees into 

development plans (Gorm an 1994:229-23 1; Balvo, 1999:7 1). Although th e RAD app ro ach is still 

th e subjec t of debate and discuss ion, it is n \V central to effort s to prov ide durabl e soluti oll S 1'0 1' 

th e world' s refu gees (B lavo 1999: 71). 

The new issues (approach) in refugee studies, on the other hand , refers to obse rvers who are 

of the opini on that refugees bring both costs and ben fits to host co mmuni ti es ( orenson 1994: 

180-182; Kuhlman 1994: 12 1; Go rman 1994:232). Accordin g to thesc writer ', refu gees gencrall y 

impose a burden on loca l economy and popul ati on. But they can al 0 benefit ho (s through by 

providing cheap labor to loca l producers, ex panding consumer market for loca l goods, and 

justifying increased forei gn aid . Thus, the reception of refugees can sometim es be seen as pa rt o r 

a governm ent's broader pl an, (Dely, cit ed in Withaker, 1999: 3), Thi s new <lpp roach cmphasi7.<:' s 

that sweep ing generali zati ons abo ut th e poss ible positi ve and nega ti ve e lTec ts o r refu gees arc not 

va lid. Thi s is because very little research has been don e on th e matter. Thu , a compl ete 

verification requires a meticulous survey of the patterns of the impact of refugees on the host 

co mmunity (Gorman 1994: 222). Moreover, refugees are a sum ed to have different impacts, 

positive or negative on di verse classes, genders, sectors, and regions with in the host commun ity 

(Chambers; 1986). The situat ion of the impact is also ex pected to be dynamic over tim e. That is, 

what starts out as liability may turn into a resource, and vice versa (W ithaker 1999 :3). 

By and large, whether or not the vari ed impac t of re fu gees on host comminutes I S 

bene fi cial or harmful has remain d a matter of di spute. Within thi s debate, neither side has co me 

up with conc lusive arguments, 
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2.3 LITRATlJRE ON IMPA TS OF R EF GEE 

IN SNRS 

NO RELI EF OPEl{ 'I'10 i\' 

The hosting of a greater number of refugees 1 ads ci th er to p siti vc or nega ti vc 

cffec ts or brings about both impacts up on the ph ys ica l, cconomi c and socia l cnvironmcnt of the 

host popul ation (Adelman 1994:xv). Howevcr, [cw scholars havc focused pec ili call y on th e 

Issue of refugees im pacts on host communiti es . As a rcsult , litcraturc on th is i 'suc is scarce 

In view of thi s, there are vcry few studi es conccrning thc va ri ous impacts or thc omali 

re fu gees and the reli ef operati ons on the hostin g NI 

communiti es in parti cul ar. 

in gcncral and Kehrihe\'o /I di tri ct 

The Somali National Regional State (S R ) has been hos tin g a large number r rc ru gees 

who had fl ed from Somali as a result of the co ll apse orthc Siad Ba rre rcgimc and th c subscqucnt 

civil war amo ng the di [ferent war lords [or the control of l ower (C - DEP-ARR A 1999: 1, Vo l. 2); 

Hogg 1996: 155). At the initi al stage of the influx, betwecn 1988a nci 1994, thcre w re over 

600,000 refugees who had becn sheltcred in eight re ru gee camps in the SN RS. or thi s, ove r 

250,000 were sheltered in Kebrieyoh di stri ct - in / {or/s/leik and Kelm/w),({/i I'efugec camps 

Moreover, in order to address the needs of such a large num ber o f refugees, the UN l-I CR and 

many intern ational organi zati ons had establi shed mass ive reli ef programs. 

However, the attention given to the va ri ous impacts of the refugees and the relic!' 

operati ons on the life of th e host communities in the stud y area is low. As a result , th ere is ve ry 

little literature concerning the issue under revi ew. Even the ava il able few stu dies arc conce rn ed 

with environmental impacts and paid little attenti on to eco nomi c, soc ial, cultural and po liti ca l 
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impacts. Stud ics by ' 1 ~ [)r~Y - RI<,\ (I<)()()), l)cst<l Ka ssa (I() ()<)) alld I', I:\ -l . ' IICR (2(){)2) arc 

cases In poin!. 

The stud y co nducted by 'E DEP-t\l<Ri\ \\'as focu ed 011 rch,lbil itati oil a III I reco nstructi on 

o f rcru gee impac ted ar as f Teferihel', /)erollo/i and /!uI'lI hcik in th e .Jijigo I.o nc ( 'I::I )[P­

ARRi\ 1999 :i), Acco rdin g to th e findin gs of thi s udy, th e co nccntrati on of a 1 ~l rgc Ilumber or 

rc!'u ge popu lati on in th above Ill enti ncd area ha\'e resu lt cd in th \': degrad<ltion I' thc natural 

resources includ ing forest, range lands, so i I and wa ter whi ch arc th e agricultural bascs of the arca. 

Thus, this stud y identifi ed some major rehab ilitati on an d rein tcgl'ati on act iviti es in th c area o f 

income ge nerat ion, rehab ili tat ion of enviJ'O nlll ent and maintena nce and handi ng 0\' \,: 1' or i'ac il iti cs 

and se rvi ces th at have b en pI' vidin g service to refugee ,111d l'e tUrllCCS (/h irl. "+ 2-"+ 7), 

Unlike CE DEP-A RRA , EMf\ -UN II CRI stud y focused on th e elwil' nlll cntal illlpact. of 

re fu gee on the host commun ities in Awoere and Kchrieyo /i di tri ct o f .Jijig([ zo ne. Thc principa l 

objec ti ve of thi s study was to undertake an environm enta l statu analy is (C f\ ) ~ r th e apprai sal 

assoc iated with th e long term presence o f refu gees in th e abo e tated areas ( 'MA-UN HCR 

2002 :2), According to the result of thi s stud y, th e \'egetati on cove r in th stud y area has sho\\n 

considerabl e depl eti on, The clearance of vegetat ion. thus, has been entail ing up on th e different 

compo nents of the environment such as soil , wil d life, water resou rces, mi croc limate. etc (lhirl. 

46) . Th is is attributed bo th direc tl y and ind irectl y to th e refuge s and th e loca l inhabitant s. but 

there is a sli ght predomi nance of re fu gees' impacts around th e refu gee camps (lhid.) . 

Desta Kassa ( 1999: 12) also ment ioned th at a large number o f re fu gee concentrati on In 

Hartsheik area coupled with overgrazing, over browsing and trampl e by a large li ves tock 

population have been damaging both the vegetation cover and the soi ls. Thus, acco rd ing to Des ta 



besides th e vegetati on clearance by the re ru gees for 'ue l and co nstruction \\ nod, the unsystcnlatic 

li \'es tock rearin g of th e I ca l inhab it ant s has con tributed lo r degradation or the stud y ;l r e~l 

en\'il'O llm ellt. 

In general, al l th e studi e mc ntioned th us far mainl y loc used on th c cn\'irollmc nl<11 

impac ts 0 [" th e re fu gees ane! indirect ly tried to scc some cconomic impact s. 110\\'c\'er, thesc 

studi es did no t ex hausti vely investi ga te th e va ri ou- eco nomic impacts cau scd a, a res ult or thc 

refugees' presence and th e re li e f perati ns in th eir re pee ti\'e s tu dy area Ylorcover, the soc ial, 

cultura l and po lit ica l impacts of th e refu gees on th e host have not cove red by these studi s. 

There arc also some studi es which are co nduc ted ["r01l1 th Ii rspect ives of the refugees' 

pli ght and paid a secondary tatu s to the impac ts of re fugees on th e host C0 1l1 muniti e in SI R 

t\ braha1l1 Sewenet (1995 ) and Sol mon Tes fa ye (2111)3 ) (l rc th e 1l1a in oncs . 13 0th o rthcse stud; cs 

paid much attent ion on th e general li ving cond iti on s, problems and causes or th e mo vement o f 

th e re fu gees in their stud y area . 

Ab raham's stud y conducted on CWllbokel' Re fu gee camp. In hi s se ni or th es is Abraham 

has devoted two pages for impacts brought on th e local host lue to the presence of th e I' fugecs. 

Acco rd ing to his study, the local people had to share th eir meager resource with th e refu gees 

who were their immediate relatives . Thi s, thus, had adverse impact on the li vin g standard of th e 

locals (1995:36). He has also mentioned th e appearance of some social problems, whi ch were 

contradi ctory to the loca ls' custom s, as a resu lt of the refugees' presence. These were 

delinquency, theft and alcoholi sm. Moreover, according to Abraham , th e poor hygieni c 

condit ions and the congested environments where the refugees used to li\'e we re responsible for 

transmitting communicab le and other di seases to the loca l peopl e (lbid. 36-37). Abraham's study 
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al 0 mentioned the heavy nviron ll1 ental degrad atio n due to th clearance o f \'ege tat ion for 

energy uti li zati on and c nstructi on pu rposc by th e I'c fu gees (/hirl.), 

Simi larly, SOIOIll OIl Te egaye (2003 ), in his seni or thes is, "The stud y on the Imm igration 

statu s o f Somali Refugees in Il artsheik Refu gee amp", tried to depic t some impact ' of th e 

/ /orisli eik re fugees n th e ho till g loca l According t hi s fi ndings, th e rcl'ugees ' prese nce ha ' 

bl'O ught ce rtain impac ts uch as vege tation clea rance f I' energy co n uillption , the de\ 'eloplllcnt o f 

//orisli eik town, smugg li ng trade activiti es anci th e subsequ ent hi gh p pu latio n co nce nt ra tio n In 

the area, Moreover, he ment ion ' d the presence o f securit y problems due to the free Ill ovemcnt f 

th e re fugee popul ation (2003: 38-40). 

By and large, both Abraham's and So lomon' studi e ha v menti oned the presence of 

social, economi c, cul tural, politica l an I environm enta l impact due to th e rcl'ugee presence In 

their stud y area . However, sinee th e e tu lies co nd ucted frOI11 the perspec tives (' th e re Cu gees' 

plight , they did not pay much attenti on to th e ho t ' plight. Each of thelll stat ed a paragraph or a 

coup le o f paragraphs about each of the impac ts th ey raised in th eir tudi es . 

Another study concern ing th e refu gees' impacts on the host co mm uni ti es in the SN RS IS 

R ichard Hogg's art icle (1996) . Hogg's art icle emph asizes the impac ts of Somali "Re fu gee" and 

"Returnees" on one agenc y, UNHCR. Acco rd ing to Hogg many of those who have ned ac ross 

the border to escape the fi ght in Somali a and settl ed in S RS are either ori ginall y ('rom the 

Ogaden (SNRS) or have elose relati ves and clan's men in the area, According to Hogg, these may 

be returnees or refugees to the UNHCR, but th e di stinction is art i fi cial. Thus, the presence o f a 

large number of retulll eelre fugees in th e SNRS offers a challenge to UN HCR. Thi s is because th e 

mix o f re fugees, returnees and loca l commun it ies in the area had made prov i ion of rel ief 
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ass ist,\1l cc and opcrati on di Ifl cult. ' ,he rcco nlmclHkd l 'j 11 ('1\ to ass ist hllt h sid es or the horder 

without di sc riminat ing betwcen loca l , returnee and refugces so as to so lve th e rcl"ugec- returnee 

prob lems in th e area . Hogg also recognized th e politi ca l ,\1l d ec nomic impac ts o f th e rcf'u gces 

and the returnees on th e SNRS ( 1996: 153- 163). II \\ ever, Il ogg's art icle main ly rocuses on th e 

re fu gees/re turnees pressure on the ass i tance program o f U II ' R. 

To Slim up, as d iseu ed thu fa r, 1110 t f th e refugee studi e conducted in NR paid 

ll1 uch attenti on to th e pli ght of th e refugee' and th e press ure n the ass istance pr gral11 of 

UN HCR. Very few stu dies rocused on th e enviro nl11 en tal impact o f th e rci'ugccs. tucii es on th e 

soc io-economi c impac ts of th e refugees on th e host communiti es are alm os t absent. Thu , th e 

ma in aim of thi s stud y is to brid ge thi s ga p by tu dyin g th e soc io-economi c impacts or ol11ali 

refu gees and th e re li e f operati on in Kelmheyo h di tr ict f .Jijig o w ne in Somali Na ti on ~1i 

Regional State (SNRS) . 

2.4 Refugees and Ethiopia's Expe ri ence 

Ethi opia has ex peri enced both in-mi grati on and out-mi grati on. For decades, wa rs, hum an 

ri ght abuses, drou ght and [amine have dri ven milli ons o f Eth iop ians from th cir hOl11 cs From 

being re fu gee-producing co untry, Ethiop ia has now b come a returnee and re fugee rece ivin g 

country. Thus, thi s section deals with the ex peri ence o[ Ethi opi a as a refugee hosting CO Ullt!"j. 

2.4.1. Refugee Legislation and Exercise in Ethiopia 

Eth iop ia has pursued a generous and open asyl um po li cy for those in need of intern ati onal 

protection. It is a signatory to and has ratifi ed the 195 1 convention relatin g to th e statu s of 

re fu gees, its 1967 protocol and the 1969 OAU Convention Governin g th e Spec ifi c Aspects of 
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Refu gces Problem in fri ca (B lav 1999: 157, I()I ; I\RI< I\ I«() R: I ). SIllCe l:tl1l opl<l has no 

Ila tion<11 r fll gee proc lamation, the basi refugee protect ion is <l ni c lI lated ill ,\nic\C C) ( )7 of th e 

Ethio pi an Co nstitu ti on. 

However, currentl y a draft Nati onal Refugee Proc lama ti on is t"l h.ed t th e Etlliopian 

pa rli ament for debate. Thi s draft proc lama ti on consis s 0 1- 5 Illajo r pans allli 27 arti cles that deal 

with issues conce rni ng asy lum and pro tec tio n to refugees as \\'c ll as vo luntary repatriati on. 

Acco rd ingly, th e draft proc lamati on de fin es "r fugee " acco rdin g to n iclc I ( ) of the 105 1 UN 

Re fu gee Convention and its 1967 protoco l as we ll a ba cd on paragrap h 2 ( I' Art (2) or the 0 1\ I 

Refugee Convention. (Draft Re fu gee Proc lamation f The I:edera l Deilloc rat ic Rep ubli c of 

I-:: thi opia, Arti cle 4 ami 19, 2003) . Il owe\'c r, thi defi l iti on did no t t,lk e into c nsiderat i·) n 

enviro nmental and economi c re fu gees. 

Apart from the criteri a of a re fu gec, th e draft proclamati on deal wit h exc lu 'ion, withdrawa l 

and cessa tion of re fu gee statu s. I ue of non-refou lment, cxp ul sio n, temp rary detention, 

appli cation procedures for th e refu gee statu s and ri ght and ob li gati ons or asy lu lll eeke rs and 

recogni zed refugees are inco rporated in the dra ft proc lamation. The role of an appea l hea rin g 

co uncil , special protecti on to vulnerab le groups and case o f pena lty is also trea ted in til e 

proclamati on (Ibid.). In general, thi s draft refu gee proc lamati on is a break th ro ugh for Ethi opi a, 

""hich has been hosting re fu gees since th e mi ddle o f 1960. 

The authorit y for Security, Imm igrati on and Refugee A ffai rs is th e so le body responsib le fo r 

the re fu gee and returnee matters in th e country. Withi n th e Authority, th e Admini strati on 1'0 1' 

7 Article 9 (4) provides that "a ll internalional agreements ratifi ed by Ethiopia are an integral part oft hc law of the 
land" . (HPRFDRE, Federal Nega rit Gazeta, 1st year I o. 1, 2 1

51 August , 1995). 
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Rc,'ugec and I eturnee AlTai r (J\ RRA) is respon ihk to 1'0110\\ -up refu gee ;llld returnec issues 

(ARRA 1998: 1). 

2.4.2 History of Refu gecs Movemc llt ill Et hi opia 

Over three decades , [th iopi a has co nt inucd to h o ~ refugee s from Sudan. Somalia. 

Djibout i, Kenya and a mal l num ber of rc fugec from a num be r or oth er count ri es (l'. '1 ICR -

RLOA 2003:3; I-\R RI-\ 1998:2). The Ethi pian people ha ve hosted innu .'\ d,ltin g back to I %(Js 

when large groups o f Sudane e ned to Elhi pi a due to th e ei\'il wa r th at ravaged . outhcrn Sudan 

fo r decades. There were abo ut 20,000 udanes refugee during the stat ed period . Thi s fi gure 

reac hed over 400,000 aro und th e end of Apr il 1 91. The majorit y of refu gee were i/olic 

Sud anese of th Nuer, L ill ka and Shi/uk ethni c groups ( RR /\ 199( : - ). 

The Somali re fu gees , on th e oth er hand , ned t [[hi pia betwcc ill C) 88- 19()5 a: a res tilt 0" 

the co llapse o f e ffec tive c ntral gove rnment in that co unt ry and th c subsequcnt war. ;\ea rl y 9() 

percent of a ll So mali re fu gees in Ethi opia ori gina ted from northern Som, lia kno\\ 1l as 

Somalil and (CEDEP-ARRA 1999: I). A massive inn u.'\ of ollla li re fu gees into Ethi pia first 

occurred in 1988 amou nting to 350,000 and add iti onal 120,000 refugees came in 199 1 (fhid.). By 

1992, th e refu gee numbers had reached over 594.000 (Hogg 1996: 155). Thi s has led to th e 

creation of eight refugee camps along the bord er. These were Aisha, TeJJeriher. Darollll 'ol1uji , 

Kebribeyah, Hartasheik, Cal/lboker, Rabasso and DalTOI' (CEDEP-A RRA 1999 : 1). 

Some 8,000 Kenyan refugees sought asylulll ill Ethi opia in 1993 to escape ethnic str i fe in 

Wajir di stri ct, Northwestern Kenya , to /\!/oya /e in ou th ern Eth iopia. These refugees \\e re ["rom 



I l rI/llmn and D egorlion ethni c group (I\RR I (y)o :(»). In surgency 111 1)j1holltl pushed ;1\\<1 ) 

between 10,000 to 18,000 Djibouti /1/01' refugees into n rt h wes tern Ethi opia inillid- I()t)j (Ihirl .). 

Ethi opia al 0 hosts about 5, 126 Critrean refugee at /1'(1 '(I /a . 'II/h i in Ti gray I 1 ~lt i nal 

Regiona l Sta te. These re fu gee ned to -:- thi opia at th e height f the Ethi o-Eritrean \\'ar in :Vlay 

2000 due to the resentment of forced consc ripti on of the ir son into the arlll Y and or, of being 

force fu ll y ev icted from th ir farml and. Most f th e h itrea n rcl'lI gce le n their villages of ori gin 

in th e Gusl! and Serif di str ict or [ ri trean (UN II 'R-RI _ ) 20(J3_0) . Ethi opi a has also hee n hostin g 

urban re fu gees of vari ous nati onali ti es ince 19 Os. Ther we re abou t 3()9 to 500 urban refu gees 

beginning from the 1980s. Most of th e urban cases are recogni/ed refugees (U I II 'R I C)8 :2 () ; 

1990:33; 199 1 :40; UN}I R-RLO 2003:5). 

The refugee inn uxe in Ethi opi a increased dramati call y in 199 1. Durin g thi s peri od 

Ethi opi a hosted 1,000,420 re fu gee . That is, 600,000 ol1l ali; 400,000 Sudanese and 420 urban 

refugees. However, starting from 1992, th e number of re fu gees being h sted in th e country has 

dec rea ed. There were abo ut 43 1,9 1 refugees on I Dec mber 1992 ( III R 1993:65) . Th i 

fi gure dec reased to 245,000 at th e end of 1999. Durin g thi s peri od, ·t lli op ia ho led refugee 

influxes of 170, 000 from Somali a, about 70,000 fr m Sud an, some 5,000 fmm Kenya, and abo ut 

7,000 fro m Dj ibout i. As of 3 1 March 2004 there were 124,948 refugees in Ethi opi a. That is, 

89, 153 Sudanese, 27,847 Somali , 7,466 Eri trean and 4 2 urban re fu gees from va ri ous countri es 

in Add is Ababa (Refugee Statisti cs as at 31 March 2004, NH R-RLO 200-+). See nn ex I. 

There are three bas ic reasons fo r the gradual dec li ning of refu gee number in Et hi opia . 

First there were vo luntary and spontaneous repa tri ati ons of omali refugees between 1992 and 

1998. Second, a large number of Sud anese refu gees were also spontaneou sly repat ri ated to their 
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IWlllc du c to the ee urit y prob lem created in Ethi opia 1'0110\\ Ing the dll\\ nf;lll of the /) 'l"gc 

reglnH.!. Finall y, a larg number f' local people who had been ass isted ",ith the rcl'u gec inl1 ux in 

eastern rcf'ugee camps were d i persed t their respect l\'e villages fol lowin g th\,; closu re of S0!11e 

rcf'ugee camps in eastern Ethi opi a (A RR : _O()" : I ; ' I: D IY -/\ I R 

2003 :6; U HC R 199'" :65 ). 

Summary 

Conceptua li zing th e conc pt "Refu gee" and " ll oSIS" i ' comple x. Therc are, thu s, 

I'requentl y signifi can t differ nce In th e admin istrative and po li cy arran geillen ts ct ou t 1'01' 

refugees by in ternat ional lega l In trum en ts and individu ,li slales. \ Iorco \'er, there arc 

considerab le di screpaneie w ith in a in gle ho t country lVit h J'(.;ga rd s to di fi'e rcnt gr li pS of 

refugees . A s can in fer from thi backgr und di s uss ion, b th po it ive ~ln d neg;lti vc impa ts al-c 

assoc iated w ith the presence o f mass refu gee innu x in ho· t cO lll lll llniti e ' . I lolVever, it is dirli cult 

to co nc lude w heth er the co ts arc commensurate w ith the ben\,; fit . T his is bec au se there IS 

inadequate acad emic research pertaining to the refu g e ' impact on ho t cO llllll uni tie Lack f 

research is also acco untab le for th e presence o f th eo reti ca l gaps in refu gee tudies. The SN R has 

been hos ting refugees since 1988. However, th re is n adequ ate studi es regardin g th e vari ous 

impacts of the refugees and reli ef operati on on th e host co mmu ni t ies in th e region. Eth iopi a has 

been accom modat ing refu gees from di fferent countri e based on the Il ited Nati ons' Refugee 

Co nventi on and its Protoco l as well as The Afri can Refugee onventl on. 'ntil \'ery recentl y 

Ethi opi a has not had its own refugee law. However, currentl y draft refugee proc lamati on is 

presented for publi c debate. 
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CHAPTER THREE: TH E ETTI N Oli T il E T lJ DY A RI '., A 

The problem and obj ccti ves of thi study were di cus cd in the introductory part . In li ght 

of the research problem an attempt was made to r vi \' th c related literatu re Thi s third chapter, 

in turn , prov ides background informati on about th ge graphi ca l, politi ai , social and economi c 

characteristi cs of the study area both at the regi nal and site level. 

3.1 Th e Somali Natiollal Reo- iollal State 

3.1.1 The Land and People 

The Somali Nati onal Regional tate ( R ) i one of the nln sut s r the I:edc"a l 

Democrati c Republic of Ethi opia (HPRFDRE, N garit aze t ~l , 1'1 year I, 1<)l) 5: I02). It is 

situated in the eastern and southeastcrn parts of Ethiopia. romi ya Na tional Regi nal ' talc in the 

west and southwest, and Afar National Regional tate in the ortil east border S RS. 

intern ationall y it is bordered wi th Kenya in th south, omali a in the "7 as t, and Djibouti ill the 

orth (8ashi r 2002 : 1). The region ha app rox imately an area f 27 1, 970 .9 1 k lll ~ and a popUlation 

ofJ .44 milli on, acco rding to the latest census records of 1997. 

Administrati ve ly, the region is divided into ni ne zo ne and fo rty- ni ne di stri cts (. ee Map­

I). About 85.7% of the popu lation li ves in rural areas and the rema ini ng 14.3% orth e popul ati ons 

li ve in urban areas. In thi s region, the overwhelming majo ri ty of the popul atio n (95.9%) is Somali 

speaking and belongs to eth nic Somali s. The Somali language is a mcmber of the ea tern Cilshiric 

language fa mily. Of the total popul ati on of the region, 98.7% are Musli ms (SU I/i) and th 

popul ation is in general 50% under IS of age with a high growth rate (PHCC, oma li Rcgion. 

Vo l. 2, 1995 : 5-6 and 43) . 

Most part of the Son la li Region is a semi-desert arca of low rai nfall allli erubs bush. The 

average ann ual rainfa ll distri bution ranges from 300 mm to 700 111m . orCO\'cr, cncrgctic \V inds. 

26 



, 

hi gh temperatures, low relati ve hum idity, in igni fi cant cl ud c \~r ar~ th~ typIcal charactcnstlc s 

o r the region (EMA-UN H R 2002:6). The regi n, with its I \ ~lnJ variable raillrall alld lln ~ ll 

poor so il s is best suited to nomad ic pastorali t (Lewi 1:3 1; II gg 1996: 1--). Thu s, the 

Somali s are predom inantl y nomadi c peopl e. These n madic pc pi c ha ve a ulture primarily 

centered on camels wi th a few calli e and goats in morc pr duel i \Ie ar a (Farah I ')()(>: I 2C)) . The 

li ves of these nomadic peopl e are spent in arch of waler and grai'.in g land. The SOlllali s practice 

agri culture in high land areas with a I quate rainfall. orghulll (1 1 d lll alZe are important graIn ' 

grown along the riverbanks of the Shebelle Ri ver (Hogg I996 : 155). 

Among the Somalis, polyg ny is widely prac ti ced and man'iag is large ly cxogalll u . . A 

ma n can marry up to four wives (Lew is 1969: 110). Ace rding t I ~ e rra nd ami Robecchi (ci ted in 

Lew is 1969: 138), divorce is th prerogati ve f m n onl y and is easy and mlllon an ong th e 

Somal i. 

3. 1.2 Administrative etu P 

Both the forma l government structures and th info rmal trad iti onal admini str ilt ion arc 

functiona l in the Somali National Regional tate The g vernm ent structure includes th e 

dec ision-making counc il s at the Regional, Zonal and di stri ct leve ls and the line bureaus or offi ces 

fo r planning, management and execution of the soc ial and eco nollli c acti viti es. The S R co ull cil 

is the highest political and admini strati ve deci sion mak ing bod y in th e region ( . DEp· RR A 

1999: 13). The informal adm ini stration, on the other hand , is a clan based traditi ona l organ ii'Ll tion 

where councils of elders dec ide on soc ial, econom ic and politi ca l issues. It is customary and 

exe rcised mainly in the rural parts. The clan authorit y is pani ularl y important and there could be 

prior consultation with the leadership (elders) on acqui siti on and utilization of land (lhid: 14). 
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3.1.3 The Clan System 

The clan system i considered as ne f the most c1i sti llct i\ e f"catu res of S0111 :i1i soci,t1 

organi zati on and polity (Br n 200 1:9). cc rding to I,cwi s (1% 1:-1 ), the tcrm c\;l1l ship rdc rs 

to "corporate agnati c identit y at all lev Is of I oliti cal cleavage" . '!all arlilia ti oll IS illte r\\ o\'cil 

wi th soc ial, econom ic and politi ca l li fe of the omali . The mali clan system has two main 

lineage lines, the samale and the sab. The fonn er arc nomadic pastorals \\' hnc as th e lall cr arc 

settl ed farm ers . Each of them compri ses a va t ys t m f gmentec.l unit s or groups. The basis or 

Somali system is a patri lineal de cent ys tem, whi ch is upplelll entec.! by customary 1<1 \\, - \, ('(-' 1' 

(ibid: 1). 

In the Somali clan system, th e highes t unit is th e 'clan Call1il y' , which is clwracteri/.ed hy 

having a co mmon male ancestor. The Illain clan-fami lies of the )Ill ali arc /)il' , 1.1'1111. j)U/'I)ut/. 

i-Iawiya, Digil and Raholl wweYII . Of th se, th e first four in hab it [ thi pia. The sec I1LI largest 

segmentary unit or group is the clan. It has a considerable po l iti c ~t1 signifi c<l ncc allli is assoc iatcd 

with specific locations frequented by it nomadi c members. lans arc di vided IIltO pl'l illa ry 

lineages, units that C0111monl y prac ti ce exogam y. The pl'lill my lincages , in tu I'll , (lrc madc o j' 

co rporate clusters known as "diya-pay illg groups 11 8 These gr ups co unt [our to six ge ner;\ ti ons to 

a common male ancestor (Lewis 196 1 :37; Farah 1996 : 127). 

By and large, the Somali clan sys tem has been desc ri bed (I S a pastoral dcmocrac y. f-\ Itholl gh 

clans have a sultan as nominal chi ef, hc represents more a symbol or clan so lida rit), o rtcn aClin g 

as medi ator and arbitrator, than poli ti ca l power and aut hori ty (U II R- 0.1 2003:2) 

x "Di ya -pa ying group" is the mo~ important socia l segment in cbil y li re of the Soma lis, which Identll ies the mos t 
pervasive and frequently mobilized soc ial relatio nshi p. It comprises of a fel\' hu ndn:d to fe \\' th ousand 10 cd 
pa trilinea l kinsmen, united by contractual alliance stipul ating that they will pay and rece lvc bl ood cO ll1 p~ nsa l1 o !l 
(d iya) together. Membership in thi s Somali "in urance policy", is e pcciaJl y for nomads, IS oftcn the Dil ly guaralltc ..: 
of protec ti on of' life and propert y. The 'di aya pa yillg group' is neither a reSide nti al un it nor 3 !1 c!ldogenous lInlt ( I.e " I ~ 
1% 1:37; UN HCR-SOJ 2003: 1). 
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3.1.4 History ofvVar, Drought, Refugee inllllx and Rctllrllcc ' 

The Somali Nati onal Regional tate ( R ) is am ng the m t underdeveloped regions 

in Ethiopi a. This region has suffered from drought and famin e, wa r and the pre ence of a large 

number of re fugee inJluxes and returnees durin g th e last three de (Ides. The di sastrous drou ght 

and famine of the ea rl y 1980 and 1990s, the war betw en ·thi opia and omalia In 1%3--1 a III I 

1977-8 fo r control of the Ogden r gion had resulted in large utn ow f loca l pe pie fro m the 

arca (l-Logg 1996:153-155 ; Getachew 1996 :11 6). 

The arrival of a signifi cant number of rcfuge s and returnee ha placed c nsi derable 

strai ns on the region and the concentrati on 0 f people has br ught a si gn i fi ca nt dep let i n 0 I' the 

limited natural resources (Bashir 2002: I). The r gion ha been h st fo r mali refugees for vc r 

a decade. A massive innux of Somali refu gee, reachin g a peak f 62 ,000 occurred b tween 

1988andI991. Thi s led to the crea ti on of cight cam p in the region. Il owever, durin g thi s 

fie ldwo rk there were only two camps with pop ul ati n f 25,606 ( H R- .I 2003: I) . The 

prolonged presence of such a large number of refu gee has coerc d the R to pay enorm ou s 

and incalculable sacrifices in its commitment to the causes of re fu gees (Bash ir 2002: I ). 

While wrestling to cope up with the refugee situ ati on , an estimatcd 550,000 ~ thiopian 

refugees hosted in Somalia, were all of a sudden returned to Ethiopia nee ing the ci il wa r in 

Somalia in 1991. Although part of them went back to th eir areas of ori gin in the rcgion, somc of 

them settl ed in and around refugee settlements (Ibid: 2). Accordin g to Holt and Lawrence (citecl 

in Hogg 1996: 156) , the cost of thi s su Iden innu x of people and mouth s to feed 0 11 th e loca l 

economy, which was already under considerable pressure as a result of drought , was shatterin g. 

Mo reover, various groups of Somali s were interna ll y di splaced by clan connict and drought , 

which occurred in the regio ll in 199 1 and 1992 (U Tl-L R- OJ 2003:1). ccording to Bashir 

Abdullahi (2003:3) , the Pastoral Development S ctor Head of R , the presence of massive 
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inllu :\ o r rcCugccs co upled with recurren t drought In the rcgll)11 has cOlllpktl'l) ch.II):'c(\ lilC 

c li111at ic condi ti ons o fth c arca and has made rec vcry alld rehahi lilati )n e:\lle111cly dJi licult 

Pan ly as a co nsequ cn c of th e perpctual cri sis di sc ussed hu s ral. thc IC~lllII h:1-. Ill\\ 

soc ial and cconomic deve lopment c Illpa red with oth er rcgi 11 ' ill th c coun tr). S. ' IZS IS 

charac terized by li mited road and c 1111l1unicati n infra . tructlll'e, limited acec"''' tll pCI11lallcllt 

\\a ter sources , ve ry low lev Is f literacy and basic edu cation all d ery 10\\ Ic\cls llr health .11ld 

SllC la l SCI'\,iccs , It is csti matcd th at mall Y Somali s \\ ho arc mainl ) pas lm;i1l st<; ;ll ld ;I~ rl) -

pasto ralists havc b comc dependcnt on th e hU111anit aria n ass ista nce pro\ id ed h ' th e Int crnatioll,t1 

Com111un ity (U l HCR- OJ 200 : I ; Bashir _002:3), 

3.2 The Settin g of th e pec iti c 'tud y . il' e: !\ ebriIJ c)'{{ /t Distri ct 

3.2.1 Geog raphi ca l Characteri stics 

Kebl'ibeyah di strict is locatcd in Jljigu Admi ni trati on !.. Il C f th e S0111a li . atiol~d l 

Regional State (S RS). The di stri ct i bord ered by 1/0l'", I1ill ) distri ct fr III I lortheast and S0111a li 

Land fr0111 the No rthwcst. Jtjiga distr ict and th e . 1\\ ' /111 ('/'(' di strict bo rd er It fr0111 th e \\ e. l. 

!\elmbeya /i also shares a bord cr with D eg/w!JuI' Zo ne and riel ' Zo ne from th e cast and SllU th 

respecti ve ly. Kebribeyah (the capital) is located 6 8~ kill S fr 111 ddi s f\ baba and 55 killS i'rolll 

Jij iga town (See M ap-2). 

The aeorrraphi cal ex tent of the di stri ct is °41 '24" to 9° 2 1' 00" northe1l1 latitude and -/, 
t:> t:> 

54' 00" to 430 33' 36' eastern longitude (EMA- H R 2002: -+ ). cco rdin g to th e Jiiigo Zone 

Livestock, Environment, Crop Prodlction and Protec tion Office, th e altitude of th e di ~ t ri ct ranges 

bet\Veen 1000-1 800 meters above sea lev I. Its mean monthl y max imum temperature ran ge fro 111 

25uc to 290c and the mean annual rain fa ll i about 520111111. The area gel s111all rain frolll ;'vlarch 

to May known as 'Dayer' and long rains las ting fr0111 ugu t to ctober -'(ill' In gencral. th e 
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cli J11<Jte or the stu dy CIrca is sC Jl1 i-a rl'd :lllll ell'(II '('I ' t"T'I' /",1 I) tl I I _ v '" \\; \ e~e tat l(lll t. I)L· ... ~ uc 1 .IS ,, \1) 11 

shrubs, thorn bush anc! a vari ety of a ae ia. 

3.2.2 Soci o-Eco nomic Characteri sti cs or th e Loc a l Il os ts 

According to the 1997 census result 0 th e . Oill al i . 'a tio na l Re~lllnal Sta te's. the 101:1i 

pop ul ati on o f Kebribeyoll district was I 62 ,47-L bout 2"',72 5 \\ere urban d\\c1kr ... while 13, ' .7-.f 1) 

of them were rural people (PHCC 1994, Vol. I: I 0) . /\e orcling to the di stri ct ad min istration 

office, Kelmbeyah is divided into 50 kebefe Pa toral or Pea ant) dmi ni str;lti lln'i (I( P:\ s)') amI 

two maj or towns: Hartsheik and Kehriheyoll . Both the ~ rm al gove rnJ11 ent struc turc and th e 

in fo J"Ill a I clCl n based traditi onal admin i trat ion ys telll are run ctil)nal in the di str ict. "I he kl.!)' 

in rormants of thi s study noted that the laller is mo tly functi nal in rura l :Ireas . , lore than I)()" " ~)r 

th e popul ati on of the distr ict is ethn ic Somali and almo t all or th cm arc ro ll o\\c rs or IslaJ11 :\ 

few ethnic groups such as Gurage, Amhora , Ti re, Or 1/ 10 and peoplc rrOJ11 Southern l·c!.!. i )11 

inhab it the above- ment ioned town s. 

The major clan groups in Kebribeyah distri ct are Ahs li ef, Is C[(I, (llId I II\lslI l l. Ahs/wf and 

fss(l q are the dominant clans in the distr ict Absku ls inhab it the \'ast area of f: c/Jn/Jeyo /I to\\, n and 

its environ. Issaq is dominant at Harlasheik area. fn view of thi s, the current \\ 'credo (d istri ct) 

council is made up of the fo rego ing majo r clans. Ou t of the nine council member, 5 are from 

Abskul, 3 from Issaq and I from Akisho. 

Pastoralism and agro-pas torali sm are th e major li veliho d occupati ons in Kehri/Jemll 

distri ct Accord ing to Jijiga Zone Livestock, Environment, rop Prod uction and Con' rol Office, 

the pastoral way of life is dominant in Hartseik area whil e agro-pa torali m i practiced in 

Kebrieyah area. The major crops grown in Kebribeyah area arc maize (,-Irobiki) and so rghu m 

<) Kebe le Pastora l or Peasant Admi nistration (KPA) are the 10\\'est admll1l , tI JlI\'c orgaJ1 l1l\d~1 the lIerer/a or dl,t ll ct 
council on the slructure orlhe Federa l Admi ni tration of Eth iop ia. They ha\'c clo e CO l\lact \\ Ilh the grass rool. 
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L )e C I11l11unlt /. ue to 111 ,Ii population pi 'SS lll'~ ,Inti thl' (I/udlld). These are the Sl'lpl e foolls of tl ' I . . 

subsequellt hi gh demand , th e numb r f 'lI'al l o fan)) pi ts ha increased ill the d", riel. CII'UI IS 

cu ltiva ted along waterways and lepre si n. th er ac ti\ 'iti es practiccd I)\' th~ lucal pco pic il) 

l<.chrihe\'Uh di stirct includ e handi craft s,1 1 ale of f"irc\\ood and ch,lrcoal. 

There arc also a num ber of people e r ec iall )' In 1/(/1'I.\·lI c /k arca \\ ho ha\ e been e l\ g, l ~e d II) 

12 pett y trade and cross-bord er trade accord in g t the informati on or th e rocus group di scuss ioll s 

\\ ith th e loca l pe pi e. 

3 .3 Refugees and the Settle ment 

3.3.1 C auses for the Influ x 

Peo ple move to wa rds a new de tinat ion area In rcspon c to th e factors that attract th em 

and push from th eir home co untry (Week 19C)9:2_ ). ccordin gly, !\c/m/w\,(/II district has becn 

hosting re fu gees who had ned from northern an d so ut hern part s of SOI\l ~lIi du ct to cert,lill pusl1 -

pull fa cto rs. 

Acco rdin g to the infon11 ati on obtain ed from the group di sc uss ion held with ke y refugee 

info rmants in both Kebribeyah and [-/arls//eik ite, the major cause of Ili ght lor the refugees 

was the civi l wa rs th at broke out to di spose th e iad Ban'e reg ime an I th e subsequ ent fi ghting 

among the different war lords for controlli ng po\\·er. M reo vcr, they noted that their ethni c 

simi lariti es and clan ti es with the loca l host attracted th em t take asylum in their respecti\'e 

settlements in Kebriheyah di stri ct. 

10 Ch'af (cham edulis) is a stimulant leaf. People chew Ihe fresh leaves of eh'al for Ihclr sllll1l1lallllg effecl. ()flCIl III 

comb inati on with ciga rette smoking. Ch'at also plays an importan l role in people's SO' lal life alld IS sO llie llll1l: ~ 
assoc iated wit certain religious acti vities. It is allribu ted wit h gi \'ing strenglh and power 1'0 1' hard \\o rk . II has Ji so 
med icinal properties, keeps people awake, and is a subslilUte for tea or coffee (l lill , CIled 111 E. \\'eslphal 1975: I 2) . 
II Handicraft activities include blacks mith , pottery, embroidery. lTlat mak ing; baskels, ta il ori ng, masonry etc. 

12 Petty trade invo lves trading ac ti viti es such as relailing of vegetables, grains, brea I, ell '11 1, meal alld making ca . etc 

and running of consumer goocls shops, sma ll restaura nts, alld genera l merchandise hop '. 



The rcru[!.ees in Ilorisli eik area \\"'1'" "1'0111 Is', ;Itl C'1,'111 'I I,': I I I I I ~ ~ ~ , ~ \\ CIC liSp .!C Cl II lin IIUlt ) 

Soma li a (Somalil and) due to the civil war held bet\\ een the lad I~ arre gO \ CI1l11lCllt alld the 

Somali Na ti ona l Movement ( NM) in th e late 19l0s, 1\ ftcr the S I , assumed Ill)\\ er man: 

re fugees were spontaneously repatri atcd t omali land. Il o\\'e \ er. the reSl\r!.!.ellcc PI' Inter·clan 

fi ghtin g in Soma li land in 199 1 had caused a contin uing 110\\ of pellplc in !/11i/ 1/lt'lli ~lrC;1 ,Ind 

other parts ofSNRS in eastern Ethi op ia . 

Co nve rse ly, the refugees in Keh,.ihe.mli area \\ ere !led "1'0\11 <;l1 utherll Sllm,I1la \\ Ith th e 

gradual breakup and di sintegration o f Somali - <1 a attacks 111 th e Siad ' ~ ;lIre gll\,e rll1l1 ent 

increased in the cap ital ,center ancl south of th e c un tr), by 'nited .' o\11ali Congress (l'SC) 

forces. The re fu gees in Kebribeyah arca arc mainl y fr III 110m ami ,1/eri/wlIl clal1. .\Il).- t or th e111 

were so ldiers of the ex-S iad Barre regime, Acc rd ing t kcy inG rmants or !\c/Jn /J( '\'"h refugees. 

on cro ss ing the border into Ethi opia th ey wcre G1mbu h I and r bbe I their propert ies by th e 

Ogaden Dw'od, As a result, EPRDF esco rte I th cm to the prcsent -itc G r th eir pro tec iOI ) 

3.3.2 Hi sto ry of the Refu gees Influ xes and the ett lc lll c ll t Arcas 

For over a decade, the Kebribe),ah di stri ct ha been hostin g a large number or refugees in 

Nar/sli eik and Kebribeyah camps, f/arlOshik and Keh,.ihe)'oh refu gee camps arc ro und 72 ami 

55kms from Jijiga townl3 respecti vely, 

In itiall y, acco rding to Abrham Meles. th camp coordinator. !/orlsh eik Refu gee camp \\ a 

establi shed at Harshein area in 1987. However, latter in 19 the se lll ment shifted to the currcn t 

site-Hartsheik area and the refugees settl ed in two eparate camps. One group o r the refu gec' 

sett led at 'D II /uad' area 5 kms south of /-Iar/sheik t \\' \1 and name I "l/(/r/sheik , " The othc r 

group camped at 'Beley/e" area, 6 kms cast or the Ilul'Isheili to\\'n and call ed '!IU /'L'hcik _8" :\ t 

11 J . . , . , f 1 orna ll' Na ll'ollal Rev l'onal tale :lI1d fOllnd 62 kms from !\ddl ,\ baha Cltl •. h.: 
, Uign town IS t le capita 0 t le " 

capita l of Eth iopia. 
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the out set o r 1088, th ere \ve re abou t 2·-Hd)()() re ru g.ees III both ()t" til e ;Ihm L' C;l111 P ~ ,\ (c\\ldlll" t\\ 

UN II CR Report ( 1993 :25 ), this camp had beco1l1e olle of the larges t re fu gee C(l Il Cclltral1 ()IlS III the 

wo rld. As the fi eld fi ndings depict d the camp p pul ati n al so C01l1pn '>e tl 01" l· thl upl;ln 

14 retu rn ees , and loca l pop ul ation -intern all y di splaced a a result of c1rou gh alld clan conill c!. 

which occ urred in 199 1 and 1992 . 

Kebribeyah Refu gee camp, on th oth er hand, was establ ished ill I <)<) I 1"0 11 0 \\ In g til e 

refu gees' influx as a result of the overth r \V f the ' iad 8arre regime and related clan conilie t ill 

Somalia The camp is located at a spec ifi c I calit y kno\\'n ,, - /)('1/ ' h(l , cast or th e edge or 

KehrilJel"Clh town on the way to DegllOholl r. As o f 31 :vlarch 2()04 tile towl re fu gce popul ;lli oll (II" 

the camp was 11 629. Acco rding to the camp c r lina t r, I eke Ie Mu gcro, tlli s fi gure IS static 

because the popul ati on growth rate is not tak n into acco unt aner til e I <) 77 l "l~ \ alidation e\c rcise. 

Keriheyah refugee camp also compo ed or three categ ries r pc pie: Til t.; rci'u gees, re tu rnees 

and I DPs (fntern all y Displaced Peopl e). During th e peri d r th is tud y, regi trati n )perati ons 

were be ing conducted by ARRA in coor linat ion \ ith 
II 'R so as to sc reen th e above 

catego ri es of people in the settl ement area ( ee Annex -3 rega rdin g the hi tory or Fastern 

Refugee Popul ati on). 

3,3.3 Socio-Economic Characteri stics of th e Se ttl emellt Areas 

All the refugees in both Harlsheik and Kehriheyoh cam ps belong to the omali ethn ic 

groups and are fo llowers of Suni Islam. In j-jar/sheik rrom 19 
to the end or 2003, more th an 

900/0 of the refugees' influxes were from J saq clan. Due to th e repatri at ion 0 a large number 01" 

re fugees to Somalil and, today there are on ly very ~ \V re fu gee from the J soq clan. OLit or 22 ' 0 

I~ The rehlrnees are Eth iop ians who ea rlier ned Ihe country due to border \\ ar between Ethiopia and SO i1h~h In 
1977 The clan connict and wa r in Somali also affec tcd these p<:oplc and thq !led agall1 to EthIOpia \\ Ith the leillgee 
. n Altl h i a'o' I'II'es ofl11en1 WC llt back 10 thei r ptace of or Will. some ofth cl11 se ttl ed \\lth Ihc Idllt!CCS 
In L1 xes . 10Ug arge 111 J I - -

in the ca mp. 
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, '- camp. tl SS(III (ll tl1pll '-,e (llll) 1"0 Ii 1\ (1111111 :lI1d refugees currentl y sheltered in Ilorl .,· /t " {·/,·- 'A' I I 

IIO\I 'i\'c arc the domin ant clan group in th e ca mp. Til IssoC! (1 ,\11 ", an.: Iwtl1ogenous \\ Ith th e locd 

hosts with respec t to culture, clan, I' li gi n and lan guagc. Il owe\ cr. the 1/1\ oll {ol ,1I1d 1111 \\ n' .Ire 

not identica l with regard to clan with th ho t C I11l11uni ty. '1 he y arc refu gee ... th ,lt lled rrnl1l 

sou thern Soma li a. 

The Kebribeya/t refugee pop ul at ion comp ri d different clall groups l'. ecord in g to the 

camp coordin ator, Bekele Mugero, 1/{lI'li , Iv/er ilwlI and 111 111i\'U1I arc th e dom inant Cla!lS :lI1d 

comprised about 8 1.17% of the rerugee popul ati n.1 I furth er I1lted that the situati oll or 

Kebribeyo/i refugees is diffe rent from other refugee in th e easte rn camps. '1 hi s i ... because th ey 

do not belong to the same clans as the ho ts. Tha t i . th ho ts be long to , Ihsklll clan \\ hile the 

refugees to other di fferent clans. 

Acco rding to the inform ati on ob tained fr 111 b th rcru gee camps' cmmli nators ,IS wcll as 

loca l and refugee in fo rm ants, most of the refuge s are depend ent on reli ef ~l ss i s tancc 1'1'0111 Ihe 

concern ed humanitari an organi zati ons and intern ati nal communiti es. At the camp level, some 

refugees work in hospitals, schools, feed ing centers and programs run by different humanitarian 

organi zations. The refu gee employees have no regular sa lary but rather are give n incen ti es in 

term s of money. However, the number of re fu gees engaged in uch kind s of j b is very fe\\' in 

compari son with the overwhelming majo ri tie. The overwhelming majorit y of th e camp 

pop ul at ion are engaged in trad ing ac ti vit ies ranging from pett y rading to cros -bo rd er tradilig. 

Accord in g to informants of thi s stud y, cross-boarder trade was hi ghl y practiced in l/urls/i C' ik 

during the 1990's when there was a large influx of refu gee popu lation. There are few refugees 

who practice farming in Kebribeyah camp. ma ll hop business, selling eco nd hand clothes. 

15 . d H . ("2 - 0' ) AI .'/ (?7 -16°/ ) I ·11 . 1(11 ?,) O,) II . The clan oroups in Kebribeyah camp compnse al'll.l.) 0 , eT I lOTI _ . 0 , I II 1.1 (// - .-- ," . (III II II 

(12.62%), R~halVil1 ( 1.93%) Cobeye, Shekash , 8eyO /ll al (3.000) and Ab e/ll e (1.27% ) (I\elmbe,la Re ugee Camp 

Monthly Progress Report fo r February 2004). 
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lin:: \\'ood and charcoal. shoe pol I' SIl l' 11 !,!., llolllC tl'C S"I-\ I' '1 ~ '- es and elli n!.! colored soil ' h d ' ~''' I Il'' .... .:::- -

v 11lures 1elng lUll by the ":('/ ,,.,1>1'1 '(/11 from the local environm ent arc some of tIle bLI Ille I 

~ v n rs I ' 0( . 1c"erage, Incense ;1I 111 :I Ji ()! s, refugee community members. Tllel- \vel'e al d [- r I I 

dru g store keeper, and merchandi se . Others arc porter r sell their labor 0 th( se \\ ho need it. III 

general, economi c sec urit y, provided by th e reli ef org:.lI1i /at l< 11'0 \\ as ( llll1pk l11 ell ed h'. L' ,ls li al 

employment and sel f-h elp ac ti viti es. 

3.3.4 Ca mp Administration Structure and oc ial . J'\' iccs 

The two refugee camps, Harlas/J eik and KehriIF),(/ /J c I11p sed of 1'0 rl11a I and traditional 

admin istration structures, Form all y, ARRA in c Il aborati n " 'ith l it II ' I is th e sole (I uthorit to 

mainta in law and ord er in the refugee camp . It als pI' m te harnl0n ) among th e rcrugees ,In ti 

locals and faci litates logisti ca l req uirement G r r fu g e '. The r\,; fu g c camp C 1l1111ittce . l) 1l the 

other hand , plays a cata lyst role between th e refug\;e popul ation and th e camp au til or it y il l the 

10 rl11a l ad ministrat ion structure. According t Abraham \ le lcs, !/orl,\'liC'ik Rd ugee Ca mp 

coordinator, the Refugee Committe organi ze pe pi c and maintain s order dur in g food 

distribution, It is also responsible to resolve di sput s and el i cu se the outstanding proble ms 

fac ing the refugee population , Members of the refugee commi tte arc provided with incent ives ill 

th e form of cereals, It is supported by two other independent committees the Refugec Women 

(mothers) Committee and the Refugee Youth Committee. These comm ittec have execu ti vc and 

ord inary members, The sole rol e of these comm ittees is to ru n and prom te socia l, cult ural and 

educati onal act iviti es in the settl ement area, The traditi onal adm inistrati on is an in fonll al clan 

based manaoement o f the settl ement affairs, IL is composed of a group o f \; Id er kno\\' n as "shi,." 
::> 

16 Colored soil is a type of so il , which is pink red , used both b~ the local a n~ the refu gee people to palll t the \ \ J ll 0 1 

li\'ing rooms. Some Refugees dig thi s soil from Dell eba area. _,km5 from I<. ehnhelllh lo\\n so as I a ge t ad<lillol131 

income (see fi gure -2) 
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::> , nscnsus nn S\l(1<1 .111\ ccon01111C 1"S llL'''' In who ,Icts as medi ators, arb itrators and ui\'c \ crlll'ctl) \' c . , . .. I I 

. . I I c\ so lesp n let medi a c conl1lcl hct\\ ccnthc I c ll1 ~' c L' S thei r respec ti ve community The 'slli" s r I ' 'l l 

amI the loca ls. Each zones in the settl ements ha it wn r pre L:11 a i\'e in th e 's /lIr' 

< ' enanee I ac ti viti es ha e been Implemented in hoth camps ro r 111Me (-Fe and Maint (eM) ' . . . 

than a decade. These are prov ision or hea lth carc , edu ca tion. \\ ater suppl : amI counscl lng 

services. Accord ing to Harlsheik and Kehrihc),oh Re ugee 'a111ps' coordinators thc hcal th 

services includes curati ve and preventi \'e medi cal sC ITi ces. Pr i111ary cducation is pI'l)\'idcd to th c 

rcCu gee children in both camps. There arc also th er fa ilit ics -uch as grinding mill . skill s 

train ing and adul t educat ion for \Vom en in both ettl em nt area . 

Summary 

The SNRS In general and Kebrihe)'oh di tri ct in particu lar arc ci1aractcri/cd b a sC11li -

arid climate. As a result , pastorali sm foll owed by agr -past rali m is a dominant economic 

occupation in the area. These areas are also affected by recurrcn t drought and the [ thi o-S 1l1 alia 

\Vars as \Ve Il as inter clan confl icts. These diffi culti e ha y been c mpoundcd by the inllu\ or 

rcCu gees and retu rn ees from ac ross th e border. Thi ha had unintcnd cd conscqucnce on ;111 

already frag il e weak economy. Both modern p liti ca l and traditional a 11l1ini stration systcms 

ex ist in the area. The modern political adm ini strat ion refers to the g vernment structure that 

includes the deci sion-making council s from the regional to th e distri ct le\'e ls. It al so includes the 

li ne bureaus and offices, which are responsible for planning management and exccu ti on of social 

and economic activities. Tradi ti onal administrat ion, on th e other hand, is a clan ba ed traditional 

organi zation where council of elders dec ides on socia l, economic and p liti ca l issue . Thi s 

system often wo rks in rural areas and treats th e refugee eq uall , with the hosts acco rding to the 

Somali po litical culture. 
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Refugees arc mainl y makin g (J living based 0 11 the h;lI1dou " tl1\:~ Oht.lll1 (10m 1~1i~1 

o l'~a lli i'.a ti o ll s . Som e o f them engage in wholesa le and r tail trad~ s a" \\~II ,IS \aIIOUS sell h~lp 

activit ies. Th e Hor/sh eik refu gee are we ll knowil r th eir i l legal eros - hold~r l ra(\~ Som~ 

refugees also work as employees in a few reli ef rganitation . Lach r~rllg~~ camp (O lhISIS or 

di fferent cl (J ns. [ssoq, Biyo /!la/ and !-/m viye arc the ma in clans in 1!(/J'/ \!n'lk \\ hill: 1/11111 ,In(\ 

tIIeri/lO/!I co mpri se the l argest proporti on of th e refu gee p pul ali n III !\('hnhcI '{/ !J camp. I'hese 

camps were es tab l ished in economica ll y va lu ab le (Jnd fragil e eco l gleal /O IH:S. 111 general. Ix;th 

hosts and refugees belong to the Som al i ethni c gr up 
a resull , th ey share co m mOil cultur;iI 

norm s and values in the form of language, reli gion and clan identit y. 
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CHAPTE R FOUR: JD ENTIFI AT ION OF 'I'll E I~ EFL'C I ': F . · 

IMPA T 

The main purpose of thi s chapter is to identify and analY/e impacts ofthc S0ll1a11 relll~ces 

on th e hosti ng loca l popu lati on in Kelmhentll di tri ct agu inst hc bad: gnlLlliti of thc Illerdtllle and 

the fi eld findin gs . Th e chapter provide a broad dis uss ion on the mai ol ~\lcl()-cliltllr;i1 ;llld 

eco no mi c dim ensions of the refugees' impacts. 

-L 1 Socio-C uIturaJ Dimension 

Th is sec tion has attempted to ex plore th e soc i -cultural Jim n. i n of til e rcfu gee Inlluxcs' 

on til e local peop les in Kebriheya!J di tr ic t-!-Iarl ·!Jeik and !\eh,.ih '.\'{I li arC'lS. I\erll gee-host 

relatio n, social dynamics and , soc io- politi cal changl:s arc the I1wj r \'ari(lhks clllpl()~ cd by th e 

study so as to indicate the soc io-cultural impac ts. Acc rdingly, th e ~ 110\\ ing ; In;t1 ysi~ and 

di sc uss ion is based on these ind ica tors. 

4.1.1 Refugee-Host Relation 

An impact of a mass refu gee in nu x on a ho I soc iety i hapcd to (I large degree by th c 

relationship between refugees and their hosts (Va Dev 200 I: 10). Y1 rCO \'e r, a pan and parce l 

of huma n relations, refugee host-relat ion involve integrati ve and con nictual processes (i\ lekuria 

1988 : 188). Thus, the aim of this section is to find out i I' and how the loca ls interac t with til e 

refu gees. One argument of thi s study is th at the relati onship am ng the onwlis is an ex tension of' 

kinship reciprocity. Thus, these exchanges co uld help to under tane! the ro le of COll11llo n cthnicit y 

in the refugee-host relati onsh ip. Kinship, intermarri age, oc ial functions, and soc ial connict s are 

th e major indicators used to understand th e refu gee-host relati onship . 
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4.1.1.1 Kin ship 

A clan in Somali soc iety kinship ba d on de cent fro m a comll1on ance~t(ll traced 

through the male li ne which de fin es an ind ividual p siti n in he socle t). (I .c\\ is I % I: ) .\ he 

refu gees in Kehribeyah distr ict, th us, sought a ylul11 al11 ng a population \\ it h \\ hOI11 the: tl d(e 

descent frolll a co ml11 on ancestor. ccording t th e i n~ rlll ation obtaincd Irolll the 10c.II and the 

refu gee in fo 1111 ants, the sett lement we re e tab lishcd ba \,;d on a spccili c clan gro up . In hI" 

rega rd , the loca l people and the ovelw hclllling maj or it y r th e rcfu get:s (()()",, ) ill !ltllI.l/lc lk ;IIt:a 

belong to Issac; clan. However, in Kehriheyo ll it t: th e sit uatio n is sn l11 t:\\ hat lI1 nerenl from 

I fOrl sheik. That is, the loca l commu nity in Kehrih To ll i 

that 0 f the re fu gees. 

I11p scd or cl,ln groups dlrkrcnt froln 

The majori ty of the loca l peopl in K hrih T oh be l ng t I I 1>(/ .\ kill clan and the 

overwhelmin g majority of refu gees ar frol11 Mol' IWII and !lur/i lans. ;\ 5 (\ rt: sull. tll c n.: lalinll 

between the locals ancl the refu gees i th ro ugh a clan fa mi ly kn \\'n a 'nurod' . !\ ccordin gl , hoth 

loca ls ancl refugees have to count from 20 to 24 ance t r to tra c thei r link through th Clr 

respec ti ve clan- famil y (Darod). [n comparison with !lar/shelk. thu s. kin hip i. not so strong in 

Kebribeyah area . As a result , both hosts and refugee do n t .\peet th e same (\c!l rce or support 

frolll each other that hosts and the refuge s have in I-Iorrsheik . 

4.1.1.2 Intermarriage 

Intermarri age is one important sign of in terac ti on, soc ial proximit y and of acceptancc 

between hosts ancl refu gees (Mekuri a 1988: 181). 1n \'iew f th is, intcrmalTiage i C0l11 1110n among 
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Somal i clans save an occupat ional 0'0 k I ' / ,::,1 up ' no\\,n as 10 ]C',I'c' or II,rigel/l, II I both stud:, , I CS, 

intermarri age between hosts and local s i c mill n. In~ rm ati 11 oh taim:J ,'rom thl.: licld rcsearch 

ind ica ted that the practice of intermarri age i higher in /I(/r/shclk han 111 f,: ('/1I1/1('\(/1I ,\ s 

mentioned above, this is due to the clan identit y or kinship proxilllit), \\llIeh C,\l sts het\\CCII he 

locals and the re fu gees, In intensive inter\'iew held with \'arious illfollllal1ls, I IS round that the 

local men lake the upper hand in marrying refugee \\ men and gir ls thal1 th ell COUl1tcl\lall'i. I hl 'i 

is l11a inly du e to the fact tha t the qu es ti on of man'iag pa mel1t is 110t Oneil raiscd alllolig the 

refugees. Whereas when the refugee m n or yo un g adu lt need to lllalTY the local \\ omcn llI' girl 

th ey are required to have marr iage payments. Thi , the re ~ re, depri ved re ugces 1'1'0111 marrying to 

locals. However, thi s does not mean that there i n interm arriage bctwcl,;n local \\'OI11 CI1 girls a III I 

the refu gee men, There are few cases. Some key inG rmant s n tcd that so mc loca l gill s \\ o 111 CI1 

who fa ll in love with the refugee men pract ice in termarriage, bu t Jl( t ort cn. Such I )C~i1 s al'c 

labe led by the overwhelming majo ri ty [or ma rrying \\'ith ut d wry, 

Wh ile the intermarri age furth er st rengthen th re p nsibilitics ~llld obl igat ions bet\\ecl1 

hosts and refugees in Harlsh eik, it creates proximit y between h sts and rci'u gees in Ke/m /1C1(1It , 

In general the intermarriage causes resources inno\\' from ho ts to the re fu gees and \'icc \'crsa, It 

al so strengthens the ex tent o f relationshi p between th e two groups, 

17 The Cobye are Ihe marginal ized occupalional groups 3mong Ihe omal l soclely, They arc biJc ~ 1111111'; b~ profeSSion 
Accordin g to th e SOllla li oral wisdom, the Cobeye are namcd aftcr \I capon (gun) Ihalthey had u5cd Inl hUnlln!! \I rid Jnllllals, In 
Ihe ea rlier period of Ih e snciely's history. Howcver, 31 somc po inl In Ilmc Ihc GobelI' \\C C found callng Jnlrnal COIP,CS .. nd 
slarting Ihen Ih ey beca me marg in alized by the reSI mcmbcrs of Ihc , ~ll1all. Dinning, pla~. lng and III a I I ~ In£ \I 1Ih Ihc (,lIh, \ c, Ihus. 
\\JS co nsidered as ev il til l recenl ly. Bul IOday, according 10 some Inl ormanlS, Ihl bellc! IS bCln g decllllln!! 11 0\lC\CI. '11 111 0tl.\ ~ 
for Cobe)'e wo men/girl s il is difficuli 10 have marri age partner from other Som31: _clans As a rcsu ll , 11IarJI~l gc, In 1110,t CJ. c, IS 
cndogamous amon g the Cobeye. (Sou rce: Fi eld findin gs). According to LCWIS (19 ):5 1), Iidgen are hun lcrs and lea ther,\\ or~crs. 
mJking ornamenl s, slraps, amu lels, prayer-mats, and saddles. They hun I \I 1Ih bo\\ and arro\\ pOisoned \\Ilh JIl alkalOid C\lI ~ICI 
(Wabayo ) obta ined fro m a species of euphoria, The Midgeen are occupatlonal and non-lerTI10na I groups 
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4.1.1.3 Social FUllctiolls 

As part o f the wider Somali cult ure, bo th the I <l Is and he 1\;!"lI gcc' att cnd some -;OC I,11 

fu nctions to gether, Among others, weddin g (;1 /'/15 ') and fun eral (1IIIsk{l ( ;cridd(() arc the 111 ~ 1I1l 

ones, According to the key informants f thi tuuy, th ese ocia l rgani/atl )IIS "IC "elr-help 

1l1utual associat ions and locall y referred to a "Jo 11 II II '0 ", Both the \\ elidin g ,lI1d the IUlleral h ~l\ c 

th eir own "J([IIIIII'a", Basicall y, "JOI1I1I/ 'O" is di vid ed int t\\ o: l11en's './1//1/11/'1/" a III I \\IlIllCII'S 

")0111/11'0 ", 

As far as fun erals are concern ed, th e purp se 0 f the n1l.;n' 5 "./((111111 '((" IS di gging 

graveya rds, erec ti ng a tent for shelteri ng mourn er ,c ntri but i ng 111 ney i"OI t he deceased 1';\ i11 i I Y 

and buryi ng the corpse, The wo men's ')olllln 'a" , n the th er hand , is responSible ror cook in \.!, 

food, mak ing tea and performing other dome ti c t k 
a t cr e th e III )ul'Il crs and th e 

deceased fa mily members, It has also its own contrib uti n in th r rill o\" nloll ey to help th e 

fam ili es of the dead person, 

During wedding, the members of men' ")0/1 1111 '(1" CO\' r mc e, pCll ses or the "bride 

service" and also prov ide the groom with va ri ou pre ent , The \\' men' s "'/(/1 11111'(/" al so backs th c 

bri de's mother in prepari ng a dowry kn own as " !-I ido", I x Thi S " )01111 11 'u" I s a Iso respons i b Ie ror 

sharing th e expenses required to prepare such a d \\Ty and in purchasin g di rferent kitchen and 

house utensils, This contribution is refen ed to as "Diqo" , 

fn aenera l these social functions prov ide a setting where both refu gee "nd locals 111 '.'::: t 
:::> ' 

and interact. These functions, however, are not strong enough to hold the socia l rela ti on between 

18 "!-lido" is a dowry to be given to newly wedded couple from the bride's mothe~, The 't/ido' IS kllld of food made, lip 
of butter and sliced meat and covered at the top wi th date, In ge neral, the bride 5 mother 15 rcqulfcd to prepare lour 

'!l idos with the help of her relatives or members of the wo men's 'JOII/II/ '0" , 
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th e two catego ries in com pari son with intcrillarriaue all ,1 kl' lll l S' lllll I _, u he: .Ire I ath er . I rol1 ~' ,1I11l1l1 ::: 

th e mcmbers of each community. In cOlll lJa ri ' tl I I I I I n \V I 1 {l n l 1(' / I\, Ill.; role or he~c ~(lclal 

or!.!.ani zati ons ill c rea till~ strong relati on bet\ ce ll til e I I I I . ~ ~ ~ a s <lnl Il l' rd ugees I 

Kebriheyah . In Kebribeyah, refugee yo uths ha ve stab li hed <In in 1'0 rill a I nlUlu .t1 sci I' Ilelp 

assoc iati on so as to cope with the econom ic prob lelll " und I' \\ hi h Ihey arc round 

According to so me in fo llllants, thi s assoc iati n i resp n ib lc rlr cO\'cring the \\ eddill S 

ex penses of the bride's/groom's famil y by co ll ec ti ng c ntri buti n fro lll it, informal memhel s. 

The purpose of the assoc iat ion is, thus, to redue - the; traditi nal marri age expenses, which \\ ere 

th e responsibiliti es of the partners' fam il y and their relati ves. " 'ha l i ' m )re, llle informal social 

group visits th e ne\v ly wed coupl e during th e s \ n da y ' hone) 111 )n. I he group lak e: ('/illf . 

suga r, tea, cigarette and other items with th em. The care e ent ial 1')1' el1l ertai nmenl during lh e 

honeymoon . Singing and dancing is common b lh durin g the \\'c It li ng and the hOI1l:Yll lOon 

peri ods. These refugee yo uths often use audi oca eUe ~ r da n ing instead of chant ing a,> 

tradit iona ll y practiced during wedding and honeymo n cca I n . 

All these refugee youth's practices are bing apprecia ted and pr<.l li ced b th e local 

yo uths. However, some local elders rejected the prac ti ce cons ideri ng thal th ey arc againsl lhe 

customary marri age practices. Aceording to these elder , de\'iating from th e tradilional \\ <1\ S 

means abo li shing the nOllllS and va lues, whi ch have been handed dO\\'n frolll gencralion lO 

genera ti on. However, there is somewhat good interac ti on and co I eration bct\\'een the refugee 

and loeal youths. Both groups take part in wedd ing ceremoni e and compete in oceer and other 

sports. They also participate in various training and \ orkshops conducted by and G 
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4.1.1.4 Socia l Co ntlicts 

lences c n Ict I a hI' ad tcrlll , /\ pproachl.:" () CO lllllCl. In anthropology and in the soc ial c' n' , 

~ Iglll Icancc at ached to thl.: til ,PlI tl\'1.: thu s, va ry considerably acco rdin g to the til ol'etl'ca l ' ' (-

relationship (S eymour-Sm ith 1986:50-5 1), mp ti ti n, an ag Ili sm. tllI,lITels. contradict 1011. 

opposition , di sputes, etc" thus, are interchangcabl. u ed as a peC ls or C(lIlIlICl. Illl\\ C\-':1. the 

I 1\ \,; a pec t ) c n ICt )et\\ el.: ll t Ie relu\..!l.:e-.. ,\ 1ll1 foc us of thi s study is on the di sl)uti ve 01,' c 111pet't' " I' fl ' l I ' 

th e locals in Kebribeya di strict. 

Confli cts between the refugees and th h t in K >hrihC')'u ll di str ict, accordin g to th e 

informants of thi s study, are rare, However, when conni ct cc urre I, th ey arc related tn \ SStll~S 

such as firewood co llection, fetching water, p Il uti ng th ai'" at I' well s (/J/u s-). then or 

crops and group disputes as we ll as competiti ons r I' pa tur 

Since firewoo d is not ava ilable at acce ibk distanc , b til I <:<1 is :l\1d rdu gees tra\ el 5 

to I 0 k 111 S to co ll ect it. However, sometime, some refu gee t avo id rati gue rrom tra\ cltng i() ll g 

di stance destro y and take the nearby farmers' fence ~ r fire\\' d. Thi s practi cc ill somc cases 

entail s confl ict between the two groups, One loca l farme r expl ainedthi ituati on a foll o\\', : 

"Refugee wo men and children often destroy our fences and u e it for firewood , Usuall y they attack 
the nearby vi llages to their settlement. Thi s is to save the energy and time that is needed to collect 
firewood by traveling from 5 to 10 kms, As a result, we (loca ls) are now abandoning fcnclIlg our 
compound, This has exposed us to hyenas that take our goats and heep durin g the night. Somc or us 
have begun to rear dogs so as to protect our selve rrom thi ' problem" (t\ bdl ,\ hmcd Dahr. f) C' II (>hU 

Kebele, Kebribeyah). See Figure -3 

Moreover durin
o 

severe water shortage, refugees ill ega ll fetch \\ ater from th e local 
, ;:, ~ 

indi viduals' water well s (Ellas) , In additi on, refugee ch il dren u e the I al [I/I.IS as \\ illll1li ng 

pools and sometimes they put stones inside it. Duri ng dry season they al 0 defecate in ide the 
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EI/os Thu s, acco rdin g to local infonn ant , aSI"lcs fl' 
\. III causin !.!. conilicts bcl\\ C\'!11 thc l(lc.lI" ."HI 

the refuuees, these practices are th e m'lin fa t . r . d' .:;;, ( COl 10 1 sprea II1 g \\ atcr born \.! tll s\.!as\.!,> .I1l1(ln~' bOlh 

th e loca l and the hosts (See Figure -4). Crop tca li ng is an th cr s urce conlli ct \ ('co rtll ll!.!. to 

Yusuf Ah med, an inform ant from Deneba kehele in K hrihemh ar a, re fu gee chlldrell 1.lke ClOpS, 

which are ready for harvest from th e loca ls' farm pi I during th e ni ght. : pon l.lnc(lu:. g\()U P 

cii sputes between the refugee and loca l yo uth al 0 s I1l ctill1es happen. "1111 -; I ~ u,>u;lIl\' ti ll\,! to 

con n icts in gro ups interests. 

Elderl y informants ex plained that the co nni ct bctwc n the I ca l anti thc re fll gccs tl o nut 

reac h a leve l of widespread violence and cause a \'cry ri ous dest ru ctio n of proper! 1\':-; and lo-;e 

of hu ma n li ves, [n case an injury on hum an beings i cau d du c t c n!li cIs th ere IS :1 tradill ll ll ;iI 

means of reso lving the confl icts and comp n at ing th victi 1l1 and hi '/her famil ies or relat i\cs. 

Elders from both loca ls and refugee communiti es playa cardin al I' Ie in mediat ing th e di srup li\'c 

relati onship. 

Accordin g to Elmoge [brahilll I-lassen , farm er in Kehrihe,m/i area, i r th e injllr ~ I S so SllIlple 

and that will not expose the victim to a furth er harm , th ere i no c I1lpensati )n , 1111t the elders S;I1' 

to the victim "Fatha"-God have mercy on yo u. However, if thc haml i Ol1l c\\,hat serious and 

needs some sorts of medication and recoverin g time, th e victi m will be pro\'idcd \\i h '/rhec/o" -

literall y "needle". This is a compensation of money amounting frol11 0 t 50 - thiopia hl/T . Ifth c 

haml or injury is so serious and requires a long peri od fo r reco \'eri ng, th e offcnder (h i relat i\ c ' ) 

provides the victim with "Harrarismo" periodicall y till th e victim rccover . Thi s compensati on IS 

equi valent to 100 birr, The elders would fi x the peri od of payment. In case of Ii fc cla im . Ihe 

compensation reaches 20,000 birr or camels th at are \ orth th i \',ilue, Thi , 110\\ C\'Cr, is not a 
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problem bct\\ccn th c rcCugccs anci the hosts. 

In a nut shell , the overall relati on hil bet\\ ccn I c al~ and refugees IS not \1I 11 11ll tlk 

although loca ls compl ai n of the presence of "refu uee r'l tl· OLI"" ,ILl to I I ;:, 1< ;:, '- U C omc costs a'>SO(I.lle( \\ It 1 

the prolonged presence of the refu gees in the area. H we cr. th e re lati 11 IS SOllle\\ 11.11 rllendl). 

sympatheti c and accommodat ing. According to Re hid bdi, vice adm inls raWI 01 Kehllhl': a 

di str ict, the ethnic identity, reli gious homogeneity. and th e Islami c tradit ion (. h;III<I) I'I Inter .111:1. 

ha ve contrib uted to the smooth coexistence bel\l·cen th loca l and th e rci'ugee. II I I<ICI. 111 

Kehribe)'uIJ areas due to clan difference , th e reldi n hil b tween th e refu gecs and tile locl ls is 

not strong, it is IllLlch more co-ex istence. 

4.1.2 Soc ial Dynamics 

According to Robertson (1984:593), soc ial dynam ic is an alt erat ion in a patteln o('c lIl tll rt.:. 

soc ial structure and social behavior over tim e. 1n \·i w or th i . I al pc pi e in f..:ehrih('l (II! dis tll ct 

ha ve ex peri enced considerable soc io-cultural changc as a r ult f th c long- term presence of the 

refugees . Th is thesis, thus, looked at some of the perceived effcc t f th e rcf'ugees tha t the host. 

ex peri enced in both study sites. The malTi age ystem, c n L1mlti n pattern . att it ud in al <lI ld 

behav ioral changes as we ll as socio- economi c clas are the major indi cator used l'o r anal r in g 

the social dynamics in K ebribeyal! distri ct. 

4.1.2.1 Marriage System 

Accord ing to key informants, in traditional Somali oc iety the sanctity of marri age was 

and is a treasured value. Marriage is arranged and in olves th e fal1lilie f the partners. It i ' also 

19 Acco rd ing to some informa nts of this study, the Islamic traditi n ordai n ympa lhclJ c Irealllleni JS \\ell as I Ill' (.IIl: 

and rehabilitation of people who are forced 10 abandon the ir home on accounl of perscc UlJon. 
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wca tl , rIlk er icc and do\\ ry "hal I Il 11 HC . bascd on marri agc payments in the form of brid II . 

. \\ L: \'cr, I le I rescn c () n:lu"ccs hdS Icv irate and so rorate customs (DIIIIlCllli(f) arc comn1 11 20 II I I' 

contri buted to the eros ion of customary marriagc prac ti cc in a number ( f \\a y ·. 

Based on the information obtained frol11 th c gr up di cu "i)l1 " held \\ ith locll Illlllllll.II1IS. 

marriage practices among the refugees have somc\ hat dcv iatl:d fr 111 the eu ·t l11 ar~ \\ ", S III the 

first place, marriage, among refugees, is prac ti ced without an y G rm f I aYl11 enl. I he 111<1:-' I 111 1I 111 

requirement for marri age among the refugees is a "t nt" 01 1 d "ra ti n ard ." I r the part ller'; sall.,ly 

th ese two things, the marriage is acceptable. Second , marri agt; am n J the re ugccs i ~ al so based 

on the preference of the partners' instead of parcnt ' arrang mL:nl. . hcse pr<l ,tices, thus, 1 1I r ~ d 

loca l peop le's attention espec iall y the yo un ger gcn r<.lti n. time " gc, I ca l" begul1 to prac tice 

sllch types 0 f marriage. They practice these thr ugh illt rmarr iage \\ ith the rc!"ugL:es \\ ho h~1\ e dll 

old hand in the customs under-rev iew. Youths who arc n t marri ed he l lll'\~, adult s amI SO l11 e 

elde rs who need additional wives are the main prac titi oncr r th c Il C\ marriage tradit ions among 

th e loca l peopl e. 

There are three views among the loca ls regardin g th e ost and bcn fit s assoc iated \\ Ith 

th ese new marriage practices. Some informants viewed th e ch ange a c nstructi\'c since it gives 

freedom for individuals, especially for fema les, to elect their partner and it also rcdu ces the 

ex penses required for having marriage partner. One informant justifi cd the bcnefi t he local s get 

frolll the intermarriage on the ground that: 

"Marr iage is an expensive affa ir in Soma li soci ety. It ineur · .en rmOll" co h that Ihe poor cannol 
afford. That IS , the traditional marri age payment demand bnde wealth and bride sen ICC ;J nd 1m 

20 Levi rate and soro rate are remarriaoe customs. The former refe rs t the remarriage f a \\ Ido\\ to her dc(ca~.:d 
husband's brother. Whereas, the la tt~ r is a custom by, which a decea ed wi fe is , rcpl <lccd by a Ister (l lail is 
1988:327). In Somali tradition lev irate marriage also inc lude the deceased husband s n: la ll\ CS uch as uncle alld 

nephew. 
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di scourages many people, espec iall y the 1)00 1' to ' " . " ' t.: ngagc 111 mall 11.:0 Ilfl.: II' ll ' til ' ., . I • 
refugee women/gi rl s aVO ids thi s )1' bl . . " . t.: plt.:~1I1 l (l tilt.: ., I 0 em and clca tc ample oppor Ul1l tll.:S 101 loc d 1llt:11 \ h.1t I" 
11101 e, those who need to marry a second and thi rd .'[' I k f \\ I c as t n ' ~ hiS ppm unit) mtn ;It" ;tntal't: \ll. 
the presene,e 0 I,'efugee.s helps some loca ls t e cal)C thc \ 

d 
I b tralltlonal costl y Ill a llla ~t: pa) Illt:n " .. 

(A hme A I A dl , Kebrtbeyah Refugee School Direct 1'), 

Other info1111ants, especiall y elders, strongly pI' te t ,'ll!.al·ll t til I ~ . ~ lange b ~C:lp L:goatln g. 

refu gees, Acco rdin g to these peopl e the marriage \\ 'hich is practi ced \\-ith lit pa~mcnt ~ and ba~l.:d 

. , ,II. L: e; 1'; II W il d l1I ;lJ'II<I !!.C 0 11 preference has certain drawbacks Abo\ e all it i ',I c.I I' a ter' r') r til () \ ' r lilt I I t I . 

prac ti ces ill th e soc iety , The customary marri ages pract ice, ac co rdi11 g to tll ese pCllpk . al C p. )! 

easil y ex posed to di vo rce and do not easil y pave \\'ay to ha\'e econ I (Ind tllird \\1\eS, ' I ill s IS 

because the marriage requires heavy expenses in the ~ I'm fill , rriag pa mCI l. . lorc \cr, ill thc 

case of di vorce, it needs the approval of the I' lati\' and famili L: r b th pan ics. Ii' dl\l rcc IS 

inev itab le, acco rdin g to th e cllstomary marri age, th e default r will c I11pCll satc the 1l1;lrna ~ e 

expenses to the other partner. However, with regard to th n \\'I y intr lu ced marri age prac ti ces 

there are no facto rs of such kind that protect the ma rri age/marri ed Ii c. S 1I n.: sul l. divorce is 

co ml11 on and its rate is high . Elders also blame refuge for th e xtinction of cu <, tOI1l S fa\ 'o ring 

remarriage practices-levirate and sororate on acco unt f th e beginni ng o f' the prci'crcntlal 

marri age practice. One informant has summarized thi s justifi cation a fo il \Ys: 

"Tholloh in termaniaoe with the refl.l oees has benefited ome locals. It is a dl sa tel' r r the maJonty 
b .::> b 

of the locals and the Somali tradition as a whole, In Somali cu lture marna gc IS plnnncd and 
celebrated. It also involves the famili es of the partners. Moreover. a bride could collect a number of 
camels and other marri age payment (Yarad). In viola ti on of th is tradi ll on. thu , some local girls and 
\Yomen also malTY to refugee men. Moreover, ince the intell11atTIage usuall y I \I. ilhou marnage 
payment and based on preference it is not long la ting. People gc t ample chance to COml11lttee 
another marriage. This escalates the divorce ra te in the communilY," ( ed l Il asscn l: mae1. chaJrl11al1 

of Kebele 01 , Kebribeyah town) , 



There is also a third and neutral party that di S30 r ::> 

Nem
u 

Abdi ,Kebribeyah Di stict 's Women Affairs !-l ea I , ignifican eo "111aniage pa ~mellh" I~ 

declining from time to time on account of tl' e e el'-(J I' 
I ::> \ In g P) en CO\1lllll \lIlS (\1 

impoveri shment o f the Somali soc iety as a whole, but I'o t dllC t I 
I t1\; presence 0 \' Idllgees , lie 

also noted th at intermarriage between th locals al'd tll C I, t . 
I I" not a 111;1 tel 0\ "m,11 nagc 

paymcnt," rather it is love (joill) . 

However, thi s third argument IS oppos d by a num ber rinG rmants dUrin g the !.!IO liP 

di scuss ion. The opponents 0 f thc thi s argument qu tioncd th" if it i "I YC" thal mal"" lor l he 

issue under question , why is it that the number of I ca l men \\'h 
marr re lI gee women IS 

increasing [rom time to time rather than th ir counter part d . h Y adde I hal lhe 10".1 people 

arc acting accordiog to the tradition and sull demand hi gh brid v allh . They al 'o ar~ue lhal lhe 

r'efug
ee 

women and girls need the intermarriage with th I 'al m n a ' , ell. Tim" h",rrr" nn 

economic reasons. That is, refugees need to lead a table and 
n mi ca ll y \\'(.;11 su pported II re by 

marryin g to the local men who have a better income than them. 

In general, as s0111e observers stated, refugees breached the e trad i lin a I a lues d uc 0 '" 0 

main factors: economic problems under which they are fo und and the humanitarian organrlalions' 

in te rv en t i on s in the na111 e 0 f "h 0111an ri gh ts" ad vocac Y Eco nom i ca II y, the rc fu gee I cad l he i r Ii k 

based on the handouts given to the111 by aid organi zations These re our c arc meage r l co ,'cr 

thei r monthly expenditures let alone to settle marri age pa ment . 

far a humanitari an 

organizations' interventions are concerned, refugees are sensiti7cd and bligcd l ahide h) 

inlernational laws that advocate various human fl ghlS - such a child "ighl , "'onlcn' riglll
S

. and 

refugee ri ghts and so on. These, thUS, allow refuge , especiall y oun gsl
erS

, lO excrci c somc 

fonn of freedom radiating out from the traditional wa S. B and lar e. the majorit of lhe 

informants arg
oed 

that intermarriage is accountable for er ding the u l mary mmiage 1a'" . 



b 4.1.2.2 Attitudinal and Behavioral Chanoes 

Cu Itore has slrong impact upon human sOCIal behav i r. What v e cal an I dnnk. "h" "e 

believe, what music we enjoy and a number of other acti on depend large! up n ur eulttll e 

(M yers 1983: I 7 I). In view of thi s, the paper attempted to expl re wha kind 
ar a . . \.., It I~ 

changes have resulted due to the long-term presence of rd ug e ' in the stutl 

inferred from the group discussions held with both local and refugee inf nnant .. there "re ",n" 

changes with regard to the subject under di scussion. 

Accord ingl y, sex oal promiscuity, mi schief. alcoho Ii m and c/, '11 1' (qaal') ad lier i ,n "' "vi I 

as dependency syndrome are the major sacral problems that affected the attiwde anti hel"r' ror or 

the local youths. Many host informants blame re fu gees r r th wid pr" d exu,rl promi","t)' 

and the exercise of pre-marital sex. Accordillg to these in formant , thes behavi r " ere n t P" rt 

of the society's culture. Harl- sheik town Women's Affair I lead, fri ca ~ l"rmeO SuS,,1 

explained, let alone practicing such evil things. walking and talking with' rnenlgirl s " ithllut 

enough reason is a taboo in the society'S tradition and the Islamic rd er (.)Iria ;a) . She atlded thaI' 

these days things are complicated and changed from the normal circum ttlnce . Men and " ,,,,,en 

wa I k to g ether on the ro adside. They si t together to chew c Ir 'a / . C urt sh i p 1m a lobeco me 

common. This informant, thus, concludes that all these anti social beha ior were ;nu rJuceo lr' 

the local culture due to the refugees who have urban backgrounds and consider these practices as 

According to some key informants, hard work was the " ho, of the c rnmun;ty before the 
a rn ark of civilization (Hadrad). 

corning of refugees. But this culture changed into mischief after the appearance of the refugee, 

People began to make a living by cheating. What is more, there were vcr fe'" people "ho u cd 

to chew clr 'al before the coming of refugees. Howe er, nO" 'ada s the over>' helmrng majority of 



ra I'\, sp~nd t!Jelr line III 11 m 11 ,lIhl the community is addicted to eli 'm . Many farm ers andlJ(lst I' 

refu uee camps chewing eli 'al. Accordinv to Abd i Ismael 1-1(' / I /. \ . , \ I ' J J ' II S ICI" I I ~d I {mll)\straIl11. ~lll1le 

=> < I pl l gl a III 1~CaI1lC accustll l1lCl locals who have integrated themselves with the refuvees' ass'lsl'llce . . I . I 

to free handouts and gave up self- initi ati ves . Thi s dependency has caused a mOlal hl~"c h . 

Gambling and alcoholism have also become common among s me iL)cal , ouths. )n op Il l' t!.;s. 

the mushroo ming video shows, which were unkno\Vn to the loca l s iety beG re ar~ blamed 10 1 

the mi sbehav ior of the local yo uth . In an intensive interview c nd uct ~d with key informanb IIOill 

both elder and young population of the host community, espec iall y ill /lor/sli eik an': 'I. It \\ as 

suggested that yo uth spent most of their time \\ atch ing video fi lm . \\ hich ar~ crime onent ~d "IHI 

that provoke sex ual des ires. Since some of th e film s are tran lat d in t the I ca l langua ge. thc 

youngsters easil y understand the theme and tri ed to rnak it practi ca l. The iLl l: shows ar~ 1I . ed 

as income generation for some refugees and locals who have bl:l: n I gaged in the husiness . 

Accordin g to some elder ly (oday) infonnant s in Hartsheik area th y un g leI' who \\ atch \ id~o 

films very often misbehave and are invo lved in anti social behav i r uch u thert , gamb ling and 

pre-marital sexual affairs. In addition, the attitudes of youth toward their elder ha\'C changed 

They do not respect and care after the elders. According to lderly in ~ fm G) nt or the local 

community, these are some of the factors, which are responsib le ~ r the format ion of groups ni' 

lawless youngsters (Maryaan culture) and for breakdown of the trac.1 ili nal soc ial trllctu re f the 

community and behavioral changes among the young generati on. 

. I Id ' tl I cal I'nl'ormants some infoTll1 3nts blame 
In aeneral in aroup diSCUSSIOns 1e WI 1 0 l' , 

o ' 0 

refugees for a number of social problems created in Ihe oc ielY· How,,'er, a ignilicanl 

proportion of the informants did not agree with Ihis nol> on. They rather " Ihe chan ~i n g social 

dynamics as an inevitable result of the drastic population increa e in the area. 
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.. ------------------
4.1.2.3 Change in Consumption Patterns 

Before the coming of the refugees, the local people us I t c n lime agncultulal ,Inl! 

, < _ s Ig lum 10111 a~n c u tu ra 
animal products. According to some key inform ants nniz and . I t'· I I 

products; milk , butter and meat from animal products were common ~ od. for the (;0111111\111It . 

How'ever, today, these products are not abundant. 

A number of factors are accountab le for the sca rcit f the foreg ing pn t\uCh hrs\. 

defo restation, so il erosion and rangeland degradati on became c mm n phen men" III the local 

environment due to the concentration of large infl u\ of refu gee in the area . s a result. \\ ~It c r 

and fodd er became scarce resources and animal husbandry bC:;,an d clining. 
rc \ cr, due \0 the 

erosion of the topsoi I and shortage of rain fall , crop fai lure became mOl n in the arca. Second. a 

nllmber of farmers and pastoralists began to migrate t t on by' ithdr" ing Ir m sllell 

actiVities in search of better opportunities Third, some [armel's pr fcrr d t buy wheal grain at 

cheap price from refugees rather than wasting their time in agri cultural activi ties. " 'hieh arc not 

more reli ab le and productive. Last but not least, ,,'en thos local wh havc engaged In an im 'll 

husbandry do not consume the products of their animals. f or in tance. I cals prnduce mi lk ror 

markets where there is hioh demand for it Thll s, blltter product i n aim st ceased in Ihe 
t::> 

community. 
On the whole, these days, the host communny highl y depends on mal'ket 10 d items rarhee 

than producing for themselves. Among others, vegetable oi l, pasta and wheat grai n orc Ihe majr r 

food items refugees often consume by purchasing them from the local markels 

4.1.2.4 Socio-economic Change 

1

. 1 l ' 1 1 . f tl1e evolllll'on of human ocieti es, the emergenc e of 0 tal 
n ant 1ropO oglca t 1eones 0 
. . . . f zatlon in the di i ion I lab r ( imcr~. milh 

classes IS usually attributed to the lncreas l11g specla 1 

1986 : 38). The division of labor varies in direct ratio 
ith the lu mc and den it r ocicti c . 
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, lC ll ugg C or l:XIS lence 1<; 1l1ll'L' Thus, populati on growth leads to greater Sl)cc iali zalio n becall e ll ' '.' I f' . 

._ . li S nOll n, lC prcselH.:e () acute when there are more people (Durkaheim 193 3 )62) t'l 1,"lC \\I,' lll tl . . I I' 

refu gees In Kebribeyah di strict is assoc iated with the form ali n f some ncw SOC IO-L'CO IW!l1IC 

groups. 

Acco rding to the intensive interviews conducted with k y inf rma n , due lO lhe 

development of towns , business and trade acti\'it ies, some s ci -economic gr ups em e l ~L'd . 

Afflu ent merchants, unemployed and urban poor are cases in p in l. . he emergenc of CI\)SS-

bord er trade an c! some business ac ti viti es have created a c rtai11 gr ups of pc pit..: \\ ho It..:at! :l 

better life than the common people in the community. The p pit..: I"lill di l'krL' l1l bUSlIll:'>S 

ac ti vi ti es rangi ng from retai 1 business to hotels, res taurants an I hu ge 1 re 'Illd a Iso i 11 \ 0 h ed ill 

import-export activities . The development of Kebribeyah fr m vill ag 1 t wn and the cmergl: ll CL' 

of Har/sheik as a new town also led to the emergency of a n w urban p r group , \\ hi ch is 

un known to th e locals before. That is, peop le who came from difG rent rn crs of the C )lI11lr 

seeking fo r jobs and humanitarian aid form ed th e unemploye I and de titute cia I group . 1\ ';-. (\ 

consequence, the distribution of wealth in the community b came di spr p rti Ol1 al and th e gap 

between the poor and the rich is widened. In sum , the ovelwh ellll ing maj oril 0 th e com lllll11lt y 

of Kebribevalz district leads a hand to mouth li fe as a poo r sec ti on of the ocicty \\'hi le fe\\ 

affluent people lead comfortab le life. 

4.1.3 Socio-political Impacts 

In the opinion of many local infonn .lDts, the r fugee are gl\ e t \ ho h,1\'e left th ei r 

. c f 1 fl 'ct and politi cal cri sis in Somalia. They also thought lhal the 
countries lor reasons 0 c an con I 

f
. h . h h n they are ab le Accordino to loca l in fonll ants th is be li ef 

re ugees wIll retum to t elf ome we ' :::> 

. l' k d ha "ed reli oious \'al ues moti aleu to a ist refugee wi th 
coupled With common cultural In s an S i b 



10 k at the on Cq ll CIII. C in the comm unity. As time passed, however, local inhabitants began I 

of lhe refugees on the security and safety of the communit,. a n; lilt . thl.: ~oclo · p()lttl ca l 

~ I marhts ( s i11l1 gg1ill ~ ), 11\c t' .tI imp licat ions of the refugees are often associated \\'ilh an ill ega l al'I'1 

::0 ::0 \.: d I gllc ,lilt lllst ~PIC\ ,\I ll CS I 111 .... Inability o f refugees, politica l dominance and ri sin u of refll uc' f, t' , II 

stud y analyzed so nic 0 f these implicat ions as fo ll o\Vs. 

4.1.3.1 Smuggling and illegal mobility of Refu aee 

According to local people and governm ent offi cial , refuge CLlm l · in ca tcrn I: thlopia are 

not closed entities. This is because the camps are located in a cul tural LInd econ 1111 c.tI linked 

zones covering Somali land (North Somali) and the omali ~ati nal Rl..:gi nal . tatc (S . ' I S) In 

eastern Ethiopia where international borders are more a nti n than r alit y. III additi oll . rcrll~ec 

camps serve as temporary staying place for sonle member fpa toral famili es (I ransnattl1nal clan 

gro ups) who return to the camps during dry season . 

As a consequence, there is a free movement of refugee p pulati ol1 111 and Oll t or the 

country. This created suitable conditions for invo lvement f both local and refugces in 

smuggling lirearms and other illegal business activities. According to mc kcy informa nts. ,," 

presence of underground firearm markets in the refugee camps created ca icr ,recc s to some 

local people. This in tum became a major threar fo r the security and safety of the """helming 

member of the community. There was alsO a tllne that refugee camps se" ed as a helicr ["or 

ext remist lslamic group members like Ali/hod which i believed to be pan of the 8",'od," 

network. Some local delinquents and deviants who are liable for ome oc ial anJ securit ) 

problems in the community used refugee camps as hiding pl ac es. 



4.1.3.2 political Domination 

( VI agcs, as t 1 b ame major t:t:ntt:r~ III Refugee camps have ec lipsed most of the loca l '11 I 

, ( Ilona tcrnt nc "here the camps an: power and authority for the clans which control the trael't ' I . 

located. What is more, the homogeneity of locals and refugee , e 1 eciall in //(/ r/s;'e'/, are.\. kd 

( I langln g r \11 tIt: t)\\ t: st some refugees to become involved in the local POl l'tl'cal stl"lIClll 'C " . f' I I 

admini strati ve structure (Kebefes ) to th e hi ghest po li ti ca l lructu r at th e le!2.10nal k't:1 

Acco rding to the key in fo rmants, the refugees used thi s opportun it y t r bc th e I cill lC'iOU IT"~ 

and create poli tical crisis in the area. In general , there wa a tim whcn rc ugee. c\"\\ ht:l l11 L'd the 

locals and reduced them to a demographic minority and became po lil i all y d minanl. 

4.1.3.3 Fatigue and Grievances 

Shared identity is often used to create soc ial prox imity and fac ili tate e \11l\1u \\iea tl )n ,IS 

well as to reso lve conflicts between the locals and th e refu ge H w vcr, due t th e pro longed 

presence of Somali refugees among the hosts in Keb ribeyo;' di tri cl and n ac lIllt PI' , aril us 

soc io-poli tical problems di scussed thus far , the ignifi cance of ethni c identilY r s\r arL'd ' alucs 

began to decline and reaches a point where they co uld not gu"antee continued sympath y Itom 

hosts. As many key informants disclosed, the locals are feel ing 'refugee fati guc' due 0 the 

fo rego ing reasons. 

Apart from this, the refugees are settled among impoveti shed and under (helopcd hos' s 

Thi s made hosts evaluate the humanitarian aid gi"en to the refu gees b pas ing lhcm and thc costs 

a>suc iated with the refugee presence and consider the refugees advanta ge over the husts This 

creal es "ri cvan ees am on 0 the hosts who began b lam i n g th e go vern mcn ( b d i cs l
o

r la iii n g 1

0 

::;, ::;, 

develop the area and take a remedy action to protect the eoslS indue d duc (0 the refugees 

)

" Th 1 t d pensati on for ,,'hat they ha,'e lost duc t h ting lar!lc nu ml cr 
I I esence. ey a so reques e com -

I 

I 



ot' refugees fo r sixteen years, 

le soclo-cultur< 11 I11pact or thc :omall Idll \.!.LL-' In sum , thi s section was concentrated on tl ' ' 

hosting locals in Kebribeyah di stri ct. In ordel' to c th sc impacts the stud ' Inltl.Ill 
on the 

focuses upon the host-refugee relationship, Indicators uch a 
kin hip , intcnnarriagc , ' oLI ~Il 

~ relati nshlp between tIl \.! t\\ \l 
functi ons, and social conflicts were used to investl' gate tIle 

categon es and to understand the role of common ethnicity in the rehti n hip , ccordlll g
l
. ' 

though gradually the relationship turned to fati gue and gri evanc n the part 0 the ho t. It \\ as 

and is good, The rnajor reasons for these fati gue and grievanc re th chan ge sLlch as Cl\l'> I\l1l 

of customary laws, rampant anti soc ial behaviors, s curity and a~ t PI' l kms, ,\ ' well <I '> changc,> 

in the consumption patterns, 

4.2 Economic Dimension 

The impacts of refugees are not limited 10 socio-cult ural ph Ie . It has alS) a " rim" 

Impact on the eeonom ic lives of the host commu nities. Thi part f th the is, hus, eX amines the 

econo mic dimension of the refugees' impacts. Crbanization. tlad and hu incss acti,l\lcs, Joh 

markets and employment situations, infrastru" ure and de"el pmcnt cos urccs, Ii" clihootl 

occupat ions and costs of living are used to indicate the econ mie impact · intl uee I hy thc 

presence of the Somali refugees in the study area, 

4.2.1 Urbanization 

Urbanization refers to the change in the plopor1ion of a population Ii ing in urban I lace : 

1\ is a relative measure ranging from 0 percent, If a population i enti rel agriculturaL to 101) 

percent, if a population is entirely urban. An urban place, on the other hand, can be deflne<l a a 

spatial concentration of people whose lives are organized around n n_agricultu ral aCliviti es 

(Weeks 1999: 40 I). In view of this, Kebrjbeyalr and Ha'-' heik to ' ns in K ebnberalr <l istnCl h , 'e 
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~ to to\vn re p cti\'c l du\.: developed from haml et and small vill age til\.: COmllH! or a I.I1!.!C 

num ber of refugee popul at ion and a subsequent innow of p pulati n inllu . from othcr pails III 

th e country. 

Acco rdin g to the intensive interviews and group di scus i n hel l \\ ith inh abi tan ts ,lIld 

'" e I I yo I \\.1 a sill all Ilamk t madc III official s of the above towns, ciurin o the 1960s and 1970's K b ··b I .. - . 

thatched roofs and there were few inhabitants. The economic activ iti c f th hamlet \\'cre IIm ltcd 

I' all c market (./cllllhhll) . ( \\ In::; to li vestock and crop productions. The hamlet \-v as knowil "0 1' I't I 

to the significance of thi s cattl e market, merchants u ed to com from eli f~ rent pans, both rrom 

in land and outside the country. Hartsheik, on the oth r hand , \Va a Ill . II vi ll age \\ ith no propCI 

road and publ ic buildings and soc ial services. 

These settlements, however, grad uall y developed Int t \Vn due lO th e ~ Ij pcarance or 

massive inf1ux of refugee. Mayors of these towns stated that the gr \ in \! lkm~\nd ror 

consumption goods by aid workers who had been eng, ged in di r~ rent rcru gec as. is\ancc 

operat ions initi ated the opening of small hotels and encouraged tran p rt faciliti es linking thc~c 

towns with JUiga town and the nearby refu gee settlements. \I1oreover, a number f bu incs men 

and job seekers were lured to these towns from diffe rent parts of the country. The c, pansi n or 

illegal cross-boarder trade also led to the rapid growth of these towns. In comparison with 

Kehribeyah , H arlsheik has shown radical development in tetlllS of patial i/ c. econ mic and 

soc ial services, phys ical buildings, concentrati on and heterogeneity of population . In gencral. th e 

development of these towns has brought both costs and benefits 

According to key informants of thi s study, for the host comm un ity the d\.:vclopmcllI of 

Hurtsheik and Kebribeyah towns has brought a number of positi e changes n thc li vcs of Ihe 

. . . 1 rv ices and facilities are created fo r b Ih 
commumty. In the first place, access to vanoUS SOCi a se 

town and rural peoples. These days, the towns have many shops, bar. h leis. di pcnserie . 1 , 



, ' eCOIl( , t ee Ilstr\H.:tloll 01 Ilelr/" h(,t" -shopS mosq ues and a number of other services S I h 

~ a i1lt , Ie the IlI1k bct\\ cen he Keh ribeyah road and the rehab ilitation of Kebribe,\O h-J iJ' iQ.a rOcld ' ' 

, n , e I eCI<1 lur/shcth. had bccol11c locals and other towns and regions in SNRS, Th ird the tovv ' II I 

1 e un I '. lCSC lO\\ ns la \ C a 'm elting pot', to which people mi grate from the differ nt l)al'ts f tl e 'II ' I 

~ . I I JCI'(/ I IS t l e capi ta 01 lC also become cen ters fo r the seat of local 00vernment authorl' tl' K h "1 I I I ' I 

Kebribe.w'" dist rict and Hartasheik is also a seat fo r go\'ern r f thc IllIr/(/\ ll£'th .lIea's 

admini stration. A number of local people are also invo lved in the market ccon m ran gin g rlllm 

retail trade to wholesale trade. 

Conversely, local inhabitants and government authoritie cited multidimcnsit nal costs 

assoc iated with the deve lopment of Hatsheik and Kebribeyah t wn ' ·ir t, in rder tt sati sfy the 

hu ge fue l wood and constructional material demands 0 f the town pe pi , b th Ie a I ,111(\ rc ru gces 

cleared vast areas of fo rest lands, Thi s practice has been af~ ct in g di fferen t CO I11\ onen ts or tl lC 

environment, such as the soi l, wild li fe, water resources, micr limatc, etc. Moreo\ er. pOOl 

sani tation condition of the towns is labeled to be responsib le for the cau e f \'arious he,1Ith 

prob lems. These towns, especiall y Hartsheik, are ful l of u ed plastic bag and other waste 

materi als. Due to shortage of decent toilets, people defecate in the pen air. s a result. 

environmental pollution and related health problems are common in th e t wn 

The development of these towns is also accounted fo r the emergence f va ri us social 

problems. These are prostitution, alcoholism, gambling, chI" chewing, delin4lLcnc and rhc1i . 

The first two emeraed due to the establishment of bars and hotel in both lo\\'n . PI' titution and 
::;, 

alcoholism were unknown to the community before. People who ha e been engaged in these 

businesses are those who came from other parts of the country. Ho\ e er 
me loca l men and 

youths are attracted by the situation and involved in the practices. This resulted in rhe pread of 

venereal diseases which the communities argue is new. Many 10 al olllh 
, 

olh from to\\ nand 
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'" III and che\ Ing (hilI . l m:mplo . ml:\ll countryside spend their tim e gambling, watchin o \ ideo fil ' . 

. emp oyec pe pI ngage in Iher and \ ' <1 1 lOllS also became rampant in these towns Some of the un I I 

delinquent act ivities so as to earn income and support their ant i ocial b h3 irs. fhc l: to" ns also 

serve as a corridor for illegal trade activities (smugglin g) . 

Hartsheik and Kebribeyah towns also became placc of XlI'cm r the \'l: r pOll! and 

very ri ch That is, due to the development of mult iface ted bu in ac ti\ itie . peopk bl:gall 

maximization and the norm of redi stribution and sharin g began hrinkin g. hi l UI sOl11e Pl:O I k 

on the top of the ladder of the socio-economic status while oth I' began t ri rate from thell 

previous positions. As mentioned earlier, the concentration of hi gh p pul ati n ill 1\1 (; lowns abo 

created urban poor who lead a hal1d- to-mouth li \·in g. Beg",ing and tr eti \11 ha ve al so IKCO111 L' 

th e characteristics of these towns. 

4.2.2 Trade and Business Activities 

Key infoll11 ants from local governors and inhabitant f Kebrih 'Yoh Ii tri et n te I th at 

when ini tiall y the influx of refugee came to Hortsheik. mo t of th m br ught ol11 e rll rni tllrl: and 

various materi als w ith them, Some others brought office fU!l1iture and equil Ill ent a \\ ell as 

properti es such as detached doors, windows, roofs and a number of other pI' pert ies wh ich were 

stolen fro m various buildinos offices and residences of the war tOI11 '" , 

mali land . These 

properties and materials are locally known as billiqo - Stolen. The presence [ such materials and 

properties created favorable conditions for the development 0 fan \ market in the present 

Hartsheick. People used to come to this market from different part of th countr to purchase 

these "billiqo" materials . 

Due to the rev iva l of relati ve peace in Somalil and, the "hilliqo" Irade began 10 decl ine 

form of 
gradually and paved the way for a Hartsheik-Berbera illegal trade roule in lh 

tl fl 've anl'mals charc al nd animal kin, 
contraband. The contraband business includes out OW 0 1 < , . 
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and inll o'vv of va rious electronic materi als, clothes <l ncl c n umer item '. I hi s llkgal hllSllle.,,,, 

< a nUI11 I PI.:Oples ran gIng fro m made !-Iurtsheik popul ar allover the country and 'lttracted b ' r 

'\ C untl '. )1 I cga bllSlll l.:SS 
CO l11

n
'\on citizens to affluent merchants from various parts of tl . 'I I ' II I 

also made Hartsheik grow very rapidly and it became a center f c ncentra li on I' I' al"illl l.: llt 

business people who engage in wholesale trades . These wholes Ie trade led t the c nSlIuction 

of a number of huge stores and buildings as well as the in trodu cti n r ncw tl:chnolog
lcs 

in 

telecommunication and power supply, particularly al I-far/sheik. 

On the contrary, the development and e\pansi n of trade and bu inc s aC livit lcs \1 ,\\ C 

brought a number of costs for the country in ge neral and G r th rc pcc ti\ c comm ull lllCS II ) 

particular. In the first place, the contraband busines has mad a number f \e gal business pcopk 

go bankrupt all over the country. Second, the involvem nl f a large num t er I' pI.: pk in slich an 

il legal trade ac ti vities has reduced the income which had to be Il ec l d thr ugh laxati n 1'1'0 111 

legal business people, for both the Federal Goml1ment of Ethl pia and the ma li I 'ati nna l 

Regional State. Ismael Gedi, an informant from kebribeyah area, de cribed thi realit y sayi ll g tl'" 

" Prior to the comino of refuoees Kebribeyah di strict were used to c Il cct incomc tax from canle 
::0 ::0 

market in thousands birr per day from the cattle market (Jelloba) , but t da y it is diffi cult \( gct :.l 

hundred birr because of livestock smuggling." 

The ex pansi on 0 f the black market was the other side effect 0 f t hi i I I ega I busi lie s. Qu i tc 

a large numher of people were involved in exchallging Americ," do llars. The mali hil lr l ' ~ . 
Saudi Dinars and other currencies were also means of exchanges in the markct Thcse currencies 

mc informants noted 

were played a major role in depreciating the value of the Ethiopian birr. 

that there was a time merchant's resisted using Ethiopian bin in the I cal market 

a resull. 

locals were forced to collect a Somali shilling whose value is more depreci t d lhan it equivalent 

I bl k nal
'ket created conducti ve c n liti n for di semina tIn g 

Cth iopi an birr. Moreover, t '\e ac-
I 
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forgcd currencies-American do ll ars, Ethiopian birr and even the mal i hilllngs. I he hla k-

market was conducted with in the camps. 

ISC osee , tlC il lega l bu ines. C ) SIS arc nol At large, as most of the key informants c\' I I I 

commensurate with it s benefits. While a few people became beneficiari 5 
these aCll\ Itie'; , lhe 

li ves of the majority of the communities deteriorated and the co t of living k rockelcd . I his 

created discrepancies between the rich and the poor as well a b tween t wn and rural areas. 

4.2.3 Job 'Markets and Employment Situations 

The influx of refugees into Kebribeyah district altered the j b markel. r r hO '>1 

communities in different ways. As discussed pre\'iollsly, with the increa cd I ca l market., l h c r ~ 

was an upsurge in business and trade conducted by both the ho t and th refugees. 'Oll lllkss 

shops. restaurants and commercials centers were developed at both IlorlS/le l li and l\('hn/w\ . ,11 

areas. Espec iall y, in Hartsheik quite a large number of people were engaged in lIch t lI sil1cSS 

ventures. Trade also increased significantly at the village \eve\. BeG re th refu gee' presenc e. 

rural people had no immediate access to markets. Thus, the coming f re ug e cn::ateu SOI11 C 

ITlarkets closer to the local vi llages. Istab1ldh, KWl1buq, Ris/e, Labas/wCl and lorhlUre arc case::, 

in point. This also created job opportunities for some people at the vill age Ie el. 

As the experience of Hartsheik depicted, when refu gees repatri ated t their c lIntry {l i id 

the Hartsheik-Berbera illegal trade route closed. many hotels, restaurant , commercial cenlers 

ceased to funct ion. Currentl y, most of these business acti viti es are clo cd . People \\ ho had been 

en gaged both in ret ai I and who lesal e traders became out 0 f busi nes . Man pell I raders ,,·c a I su 

affected by this situation. As a result, ClllTenlly there are a number r people , ho arc 

underemployed and deteriorated from their high socio-economic laluS d , n Ih ladder The 

. d One informant described thi ituation a 

number of beaaars in the town has also Increase . 
1:>1:> 

follow s. 
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"The presence of rcf\l"cs and the contrab I 'd ""' '=' nne ll a e had ' r'al '0 b 
opportullltleS tor both the locals and the p I h L ,\: < C JO l11arkel~ and l'mp'll\ mcn eop e \\'o camL I ' d rr . 
Hartsheik ,Many loca ls were ena-aged I'll d" rc , k" 1 ,111 1 eren paIlS 01 Ihc co In I III 

'=' 1 lelent ' Illd t 0 
consumers demands, There were also local I petty Ira cs on aeCOlll1l III 11Igh ," ( S \V 10 opened ba r ' tI 
and shops lor serVlllO" the needs of th I ' re taur< 111 , an buill hU l!e lorc" 

'=' e arge number of con ' II 
refuges numbers due to repatriation operat"l"o d I I um l.: r , olle.vcr, the deLllllc 01 n an t 1 c ure r the 1/ ' I I , I) I 
route have caused many people to drop t fb " iI/I I/(.'II{ )l' " ll'/'(/ Iladc OU 0 USllle ,1 ay many r I . h 
were centers fort the wholesale trades a' I d " ~I " 0 111.: uge ~IOIC' II 11Ieh " " lec ose , IvO t of he merchano " h ". I ' I 
actI vIties ha\'e dec lined due to lack ot" I C sops ,Inl 1)1,; ~ 1I,1lC " (consumeIS, [n ~cn cr I. 1/0/"1 I 'ok \ I ·h " " . , 
ot Illcome tor many people in the cOllntr n \\' ,- ,'\ /(;/ \ lIe \\a~ llnl.:\,; ,I llllll\: 

" I " , , " y 0 It can not able l ked c\'cn II 111ll'lbll 'lI1l ' (~hu'l\ 
AI1 ,H o/"ls leJi; town lvIU111Clpal1ty Social Sector head), " ". 

4.2.4 Dynamics of Infrastructure and Development Re Olln:c 

As rev iewed in the li terature, refugee in flu x affect the in fra tructll re and dC\ c!opnH:nt 

resources of host communities in both positive and negative \\'ays , P it iv Iy, it i argued tila the 

refugees themselves bring human capital in the form of labor, skill end dllca ti n as \\ell as 

materi al wealth, In view of this, positive changes have been exhibite I in th pheres f health. 

educati on, and transportat ion as well as food securi ty, 

Due to the presence of a large population including r fug 
in th tll Iy are:l, be til th l: 

refu gees and the locals establ ished a number of pharmacies nd clini c a \\'el l as pri\ ate dru g 

stores , Thi s created alternat ives for those people who ha\'e a b tt r income and \\ ho nn d 

immediate access to health services, Since these fac iliti es II' re concent rat d at the heart of 

Hartsheik and Kebribeyah towns, they used to provide emergency services , e pec ia\l , durin g th ~ 

night. 

The refugees' presence also encouraged the local s to send th ir children to hool. , Ian\' 

local informants witnessed that prior to the refugees ' presence, fe\ loca l boy 1I cd to attend 

schools , Thus, the presence ot refugees' created a competi ti \'e atm osphere and moti "ated mall, ' 

local s to send their children including girls to school. Th is radicall y increa ed the parl ic il ati on 

rate of local children and the education coverage in the area. Morea er a numb r r prj ale 

1 d K b 'b I a ea t upp rl the a 'adl:mlC 
tutorial school s were opened in both Harlsheil( an e n eya I r 
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performance of the local children. 

Transport operation was also developed dlle t t·1 o le pre enc rC ll gec . . \ numbel or 
vehicles were brought with the refu gees into the area. These v Il 'lcle I la cd imp rlal1l loks 111 

frei(Jhr anc! passenger transportation There was a reoli lar co . '" . , '", nil ctl 11 t J ijiga. the capi tal oj ' 

SNRS anc! Hargessa, the capi ta l of Somaliland Moreover s me . . Ie . , mln l-Ousc wen.: e ll gaged I II 

offerin g serv ices for refugee operations employees (ARRA staff) on a c ntrac t ba I . Truck \\ ere 

also used for transport in g construction materi als in th e area. 

Although international assistance is intended t'o r th e refll<J 
::0 ill th e camp . It n O\\ SO Ul 

into the host community via the local market. Some loca l and refu gee 111 r han I. b pur 'hasin ' 

wheat grain from refugees export to Somali land and transport it t Ii fG r nt part r I ~ lhi ()pla . 

Local consumers also purchase both food-and non-food aid it 111 , wh i h ar maoe a\'ail abk al 

the retail market by the refugees. According to Tsegaye Mehretu , ~ a t rn ·thi I ia I efu gcc 

Camps Coordinator, the circulation of aid food in the stud y area had c nt ributcd for l'ood sc uri ty 

(See figure -6). 

With regard to human capi tal, refugees also brought chea p lab r and ki ll as \Veil as 

materi al wea lth and remittance. The cheap labo r of refugees benefit ed locals t expand their ell '(/ f 

and crop fanTI s. Refugees usually engage in di gging. weeding and harve ting ta ks. They also 

llsed to look after cattle. In the towns, refugees serve as shopkeeper and dOl11e ti c ervan ts. 

Refugees also work for cheap payment in a number of day- laboring ac ti vi ti es (1/(1/1111/0/) . 

Another contribution of refugees is the various skill s and technologies th e, brought \\ ith 

I 
1 fi rban backar und . The\' had di ffcrcilt 

t lem. Most of the refugees in HartsheiK were rom u ::0 -

t 
" 'ere engaged I'n Ilotel and restaurant busine , Ol11e othcr III 

en repreneurial skills. Some vv ~ 

. . . ., hit onie equipment furniture, ehicle and sh e a 
repaIrIng and maintenance activitIes suc as e ec r , 

II 
" 'bl for the introducti on of atellite t lecoml1lLlni cati0 1. 

we as tailonng. They were also responsl e 
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w ,0\\ n 0 !emslletk. 
I
)ctro l stations and electric power oenerators at tile t f l ' 

w II re atl ves In th The remittances , refu uees receive fronl til e'· I ' . Iii pora . is also al10thel 

~ nsumcr. or the I cal marke!. positi ve reward for the local people. Since refu gees are the tOI) c 

J . n non-Iooe It \1l S. hal I mun;. th.;) thev spend their rem ittances by purchasing both food a d r I ' 

, mmon c al tt cs. also redistribute it to the local people with whom they 11ave co I ' 

c , pmcnt res urces Negatively, the refugee presence al so affected infrastructul"C aI' I le\Ic l 

from different perspecti ves . To begin with , the massivc innux put h av y pres LIn.; )n tile eXI SlIng 

limited in frast ructure both at the local and regional le\·el. Fo r in tancc, thc K OJ'{/ /I/(/r Il ospital . the 

onl y referra l hospital in the region, has been over burdened by refu g e patients . I\ C rding to he 

hosp it al medical direc tor, Dr. Muhammad Olad, the hospital ft n tr at refugee pattents \ il0 

suffer from TB, abno1111al delivery accidents and other chroni c illn s th at nc d <I I IH!, peri ld to 

recover. Since refugees occupy more beds and are given pri rity, th e I <II , in 111 )s t case. arc 

ex posed to private clinic exploitation. What is more, the hosp ital i bli g d t {lC 111111 date a 

large number of patients including the refugees using its limi ted manp w r and fa iliti cs. 

According to the SNRS Heath Bureaus' Disease Prevention and ontl' I cpartmcnt 

Director, Dr. Abdurhaman, refugees often use toil ets in the open fi eld. Thi s rc ults in Ii Iluti on or 

the local water well s (Ella), which in turn causes paras iti c di seases sLl ch as a cari and amoebas . 

The director araued that these diseases were not known before. Re piratory eli ca es. \\ hi ch arc 
v 

caused due to dust, are also common. This is the result of the destructi on f thc refu gce.impacted 

areas' vegetation cover by the refugees. According to Dr. Abdur.haman, ince thi pia in gcncral 

and the SNRS in particular were not ready to accommodate such a large num ber 0 refugee , thc 

health problems have affected the locals very much more than expected. 

Refugees are also blamed for the depletion and destruction of some nalural re ourc", 

. \ccording to Abdurham Ali, planning and program service head in the \\ dtc r 

ureau or " R .. 
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. b ( « errer vall e water has been tankering from JiJ'ioa areas '111(1 J Ilor/shelk and J\l'hnhl'1 (lh 

refugees fo r over 16 years. As a result , some of the water well c Il aps d lue l VCI lise and 

;::, . ( Ice IS Ig1 Y d pI li n~ the \ alel re ~lllll<.:e, there are a number of \-vell s beina drained Thi s pl'ac t' . h' II 

which is so prec ious and scarce in the region. A surveyor I {or/sheik d'u~(;(; 'amp In 11)1)1 

nee ed G r I/or/sh ' ,k I erugee (',\I11P reveled that 800, 000 liters of water IJer day were d 

alone(Brons 2001 :205) Refugees' reliance on forest resource G r fir \ 
d and \10llslllg 

construction has also brought a devastating Impact on the loca l 
cr. l:conol11l <': 

activiti es like charcoal making and firewood selling led to the clea ran 

areas. 

Aside fro m the above-mentioned negati ve impacts, the rerug e ' pr encc has al so 'aused 

shortage of educated manpower. Due to attract ive alari es, many g v mill nt cll1 pl ees had 

joined humanitari an organi zati ons, which have been wo rking in the ar a. Thus, 11 a c unl or the 

brain dra in , many organi zations have lost their quali fi ed per nnel. The 
, \ hi ch has heen 

suffering from lack of skilled manpower, has lost many of it qualified educate I pl.: rs nncl e\ cr 

since the onset of refu gee operation in the region. One of the badly affected in titut i ns duc to the 

brain drain is the Karamara Referral Hospital in Jij iga town. Th i ho pi lal I t it educated 

manpower in two ways. Initially, the hospital used to send various health I ers nnel t dill"cnt 

refugee camps in the regions so as to solve the then existing manpower shortage in the rclug
ee 

opm ti ons. According to Dr. Mohammed Olad, medi cal director of Kamnwm Rc ferra I Ilospi al. 

since these sta ff osually serves more than six months in the refug
ec 

perati ns. the hospital's 

duti es were put on the shoulder of few personnel. In addition, the aUrac ti 

lI sed 

to pay mad many qualified employees to resign fo rm the hospital. 

B d I tl 1 I l
'm that the benefits obtained from the refugee' prc ence arc 

y an arge, le oca s c aI 

not commensurate with its costs. The infrastructure bui It in the refu gee ca!11 l 

lIch a health 
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centers, schoo ls, water reservoirs and di stributi on pint a \\' I.:! I as CO ml l1l1ll11 l~IlI ~ 1 _ 111 

, p c cv n I ng aft l.!! Ih l.! Il.!fu gel.!s f-{(Irt sheik, for instance, could not provide services to the loca l p I 

u In l'l mant t l l IS tl Ul.! I Ih ll.!l.! lll'IIOI were repatriated to their home country. Accord in o to sonl . r - I ' . 

m (I riS 1 ' 11\ I \\ n _ ecolHl. Ihl.! reasons. First, these infrastructure are located 5 to 6 killS fro II I I . 

physical bui ldi ngs are poor and below standard to prov i Ie pr p r cr ICC . . l·in.11 1 . Slllce Ih ~ 

concerned organizations' (ARRA and UNHCR) phase out strateg di d n t tak l.: Ihl.! manpll\\ 'I, 

materi al and running costs into account, these infrastructure ar k pt \ ith Li t Sl.!1'\ ICI.!S SllKe I () !)!) . 

However, UNHCR and ARRA officials do not agree with these argul11 It . Th l.: Y rather bl ame Ihe 

regional go\-ernment for lack of initi atives in running the faciliti es th at it had tak en o\'c r from 

them. One o fficial from ARRA justified thi s on the ground th at: 

"The fac iliti es and buildings of the ex-refugee camp were handed er t th ' S malt I 'ali onal 
Regional Government (SNRG) through the concerned bureau f the regl n ,ll o\\ evcr thc 
initiative and the commitment of the regional governm nt t run these facil itieS IS lo\\' . 1 ~ 1 C 
region has not earnlarked the required budget and quali fi ed per onnel for run n1l1 g thc ~c sel VICCS 
.As a result some services ceased to be given fo r loca l aft r the re fu gecs n.:patn atcd til thc li 
country .For instance, the facilities of the former lI art heik-B I d ugcc 'amp hi\\ c 110t bC1:11 
func tional ever s1l1ce refugees repatri ated to their counlry."(T egayc Nl c!wctu .l -us tCI n 1 dugcc 

Camps Coordination Office Coordinator). 

4.2.5 Dynamics of Pastoralism and Agro-Pastorali m 

Accordin
a 

to the li)' 'iva Zonal Livestock, Environment, rop pr ducti nand ' ontrol 
::0 b 

Office, the economic occupations of Kebribeyah distri ct mainl y embrace li ve tock and mi x,xl 

agriculture productions. However, in the past few years, th ese economi c acti\'iti e ha\'c been 

deteriorating. The movement of refugees and returnees in the distri ct ha mainl ' e"ccrbatco the 

decl
o f tl . 't ' M . "ormants arouecl that the refugees ' impact arc a sociated \\ ith 
ll1e 0 1ese actlVl les . any 1111' · u 

lanel encroachment deforestation and rural-urban mi grati on. [n thi I art f the tud y. Ih us. \ \ C 

, 

will see the impacts of each of these factors. 
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4.2.5.1 Land Encroachment 

Local informants asserted that a large lrac t of land is , II calcd G r rc ru g~~ ~ ll klll~IlI S III 

both study sites. Deneba settlement in Kebribeyah and Beller ,1 and / 1111(1(1 'cllkmcllts I II 

Hartosheik areas cover vast hectares of land which had been used y I cal G r h th crop ,l\1d 

a I nat ( a \ a I arca 01 amI li vestock productions. What is more, the earth dam construction al 0 I' I I 

. II e)'o I \ n a so ) ro u ~ 11 a The development and expansion of both /-{aralasheik all (l Keh· 'l I l I \ I 

. \ ns arc \11 1:1 )It ~t ) ) 
similar impact on the livestock and crop production acti vl' tl' es \V lll' le th e t . I \ I I 

some thousands of people, they stretched on vast areas in unpl ann I man n r. 

• n , t 1l1S, ' ;\U SCt 
The encroachment of such a vast area of land by the a~ r menl'l 11 d I'e:\ I I 

a dramatic cut in the size of grazing ground and loss of slralegi pa Lure. Thi in turn (h.: crcils~d 

the size of individual household herd and farm plot holdings. cc rdin g t 
t V Idc 1 ~ I ta , 

l k, 13nvir nI11 CIlI , ' \" )1 
Crop Production and Control Department Head of the Jijiga Zonal 

heep pri r to the c ll1in g 
Production and Control Office, an individual household had 20 LO 

of re fu gees. But now it is difficult to fi nd a person with I 0 heep. The d ccrcase in Ii vesl (lC k 

production also leads to a shortage of milk and meat, which were taple" d nce for pa510
r
al 

people in thc area. Even the avai lable few milk and animals are kepi for thc I cal ",,,kcI so as I 

cover the month ly expenditures of a household . Crop producti on ha al 
howll a radi cal 

decline. The same informant described that traditional crop produclion per" emance in Ihe study 

area before th e 1 990s on the average was 14 and t 0 qui n ta Is maize and rgh um pcr hccta re 

respectively. However, these days the production perform ance sh w 4.5 and '.5 quinlal " r 

maize and sorghum on the average per hectare respectively. According I ,olde Bcna, Ihc 

c1earallce 0 f the ve"etati on cover and the su bseq uelll soi l degrad a ti 0 n a we J\ as recu ITcn I d r ugh I 
::;, 

are the main factors for the radical declining of crop production in the Iud arca. In 0 far a 

. . 1 'f ' presence is the main fact r. That i , \,cgcta ion 

vegetatIon clearance IS concerned t1e Ie ug
ees 
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cleared Co r camp establi shment, road constrll ti n, h USc h It! enel" and Inl . ell Ill" \\ 111111 .llId 

charcoa l. As a result , these days, both pastorali st and agr - pastOlalr st h,\, c hecolllc dcpellllL'nt 

on l11a rkets and hum anitari an aid for th eir foo I 

4.2.5.2 Defores tation 

The most seri ous environmental probl m crea ted by the refugees III the dl stllCt IS lepolted 

to be that of defo restati on. Environmental impact tu li e ani d ou t hy 1 · ~ \ :\-lJ ' II '1 (_(HI2l 

and CEDEP-ARRA (\ 999) in some selected refu gee iml ac tcd area in ludilw I\('h,.,h('\"(/II 

district revealed the absence of any fo rm of vegetat i n in th radius ( r \ () -_O kms or the Iei'll 'ee 

settl ements. Acco rding to these studies, the pri ncipal ind ucing act I' f I' the destruction of fOlc st 

\\i thin the stud y area is the presence of refuge . The 

Prod uction and Control Bureau also stated that th e c nc ntrati n r lar ' (; number ( r rdlll!.ecs III 

very small areas has put too much pressure on the I ca l nvir nl1l cnl. The I ureau added tlwt the 

refugees' concentrati on was compounded by the ma IV m "cmen 5 
di \ laced locals lind 

returnees to refugee settl ements, where the basic crVlCC were bellcr. ccording to the hure:lu 

under discussion, the refugee settlements were estab lished in len er cgctation c "cr. In gC11l:ral 

in fo rmants noted four basic factors for the deforestat ion. The e are cl arance of forests for 

establi shing settl ement and construction purpose, fu el, ale f fuel \ 0 d and charcoal and thc 

expansion of ch 'at pl antation. 

Durin
a 

the initial staae of the refuoee infl ux. a va t area of G re tl and \\ a. cleared for the 
~ ~ 0 

construction of refu "ee settlement in both Harlasheik and Kebrihey"h area . As ' eh,.,"e .. "h 
~ 

inhabitants explained, prior to the refugees' presence, th e egetati n c ver 
r the area was 

er within \ and I - kms 
relati vely dense. One had a chance to access or ee a vegetati n c 

d
. f K b 'b h t Th anle holds true fo r Hartsh ik. The add ed that thc area betwccn 

ra IU S 0 e n eya . own . e s 
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!-Iorrsheik and Kehriheyah, which cover about _ km \\ as del1sc :tarr flOm ,\RR \ .t!.o 

vegetat l n t reach the refu gcc ~ 'tth:mcl1b \\ III1'h witncssed that they used to walk inside dense . 

were located about 5 to 6 kms from their res iden ce. n t p thi s, a vast arca ve 'CI.ll lOl1 \\ .IS 

e )rihey(/ h, K 'hnh(')lI h-.Jcrra \ alk\ al1d also cleared for road construction . f-Iarlsheik - K I 

!/orrsheik-.-IIo i hedi as well as different feeder road t th r fugcc ett k mcl1h alc Ihe 11l<l1111111'':S 

The ex pansion of both Harrsheik and Kebribeyah town al claimed a rem val r a sigl1lrl c.l111 

8mount of fo rest. Forests are also cleared to sati sfy th ver-gr \ ing c mstrllt:tlon dClllill1ds 101 

indi vidual househo ld , public buildings, staff residenc one stud y tkpl ·ted In 

!-for/sheik area alone about 10,108 m3 of constructi n w db tv ~ n I <)and 1<) <)1 , \\ ere lIsed 

to construct shelter for about 50,540 household ( 0 P- RRA, 1<) 5:5 ). M ret ver, pas oral 

nomads fro m both the refugees and the loca l communiti u tr 
t ' t c 11 ·truCI th ell mobIl e 

hOLl ses (Desso). Acco rding to Ahmed Ali , Natural Re urc 
epartl1lcl1t (jr up Le<ld er 111 

ELCDPB of the Somal i National Regional State (S NR ), thi Ira tice prevents regcneratl on of 

trees in the area. 

Both refugees and locals also meet the demand for fu el \ d fr \l1 the surrounding 

vegetation. Information obtained from group li sc Ll ssion helel with b th I al and refu gce 

info rm ants depicted that charcoal and fire wood are the most c mm n energy urces for both 

locals and refugees. A study conducted by CEDEP-ARRA has shov n that ab ut 9 , 7 111 ' o f 

wood was estimated to be consumed by the refugees between 199 1 and 199 (fbid. 6). 

Thi s initi al removal of wood for personal or household usage quickl develop into ful l-

scale commerc ial activities by producing charcoal and fuel wooel both for the I ca l market and 

export. To satisfy the growing demand of fuel wood of the to\ n p pu lati n, the settlement area 

and people in North Somali , a large number of people, both fr m local and refugee wcre 

engaged in vegetation clearance and charcoal making (see fi gure -7). The Jijiga 
nal i\'c tock . 
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Enviro nmental , Crop Producti on and Protection me di clo ed that :llm~ 01 oanlll.:d PI.:Op\...' 

have begun to export charcoal illegall y to No rth 0 111 Ii and , me rab cOllnlll~S t\ CC<Hdlll ~' til 

I vege "tI n r m th l,; 'armels and clhln 'I.: It tn the offi ce, these people purchase the li ve tree . J t, ' r ' 

charcoal using modern chemicals instead of the tradi tion, I pr dll ti n methods. :\rcas such ,IS 

< y ' n wn r t1L practice, Cillo, Guy e, DCl\ vlle, Jingedda, Ararso and Gr ebe/I(II'e arc "vei l k ,' 1 

Owina to its arowina demand botll' I I " . '" '" '" (, tn ane ut t lC C untry, ell (II pl antation IS Increasi ng 

'-'< < '- < , II I,;(\ S 0 \ egl.: tatllln . I ill, Crom timc to tim e. Thi s prac ti ce has demanded thc CI''' \I''\11 '' f \"\st · " ('/ 

both as a cash crop and consumption, moti va tc b th m r hant and rann ~ rs tll be ill\ol \'l.:d III 

such act ivities . Refugees contribute fo r thi s prac tice in thr e 'v\'ay . That i , by pro\ Iding c h~a p 

labor to local fa rn1ers, by consuming and by directly planting "'ul , Th li kclih )t\ r lire\\ ()()t\ 

and charcoal selling and eh 'a t plantati on cont inue ev n aft r th e rcl'u gees \\ ~ re repatll:ltcd til 

their country. 

To come to the mam point of di scussion, all the a~ rcm I1 ti ned practic(;s kd to the 

destructi on of forest lands and exposed the so il to wind and wa leI' crosi ns. " me inrormants 

noted that the area is enveloped with dust virtuall y all round the car. Thi s In urn reduced the 

pasture cover and soil fertility of the area. So il erosion wa also aggravated by those rcf"ugees 

who have been enaaaed in sellina some co lored soil , which are used G r painting residential 
'" => => 

rooms. As a result , according to local informants, cattle began to di e due t hortage or grazin g 

land. The supply of meat and milk is also radically deteri orated. r I reo,·cr, I 5 or the so il 

fe rtility coupled with shortage of rainfall in the area became responsible ~ r the recurrent cr P 

failure in the study area, 

By and large, nowadays, the size of herds and crop production ha been tadi all 

reduced. As far as crop production is concerned fe\\' faJl11 er are cu rrentl) in\'oh cd 111 lllal/C 

. . do not harve t \\'hat the 
productIOn. Even these farmers \11 most cases 

\\' G r t \\' ba ic reasons. 
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First, to sati s fy the grow in g demand in the to \V n th y se ll the maliC \\ hil e It IS In Ihe lield .11111 

second refugees stea l the crop during the ni ght tim rr m th III Ill . 

4.2.5.3 Rural-urban migration 

Ever since the coming of refu gees in to the area, largl: number paslorali sls and ,1:':1 (). 

. ~ 1 Sl 3m pastoralists mi grate to Kebribeyah and !-Jarlsheik to\\'ns I ca l I I 
licials cited 1\\ l) 1ll.1I" 

reasons fo r the withdrawal of these people from th ir ccupali n . '1 hc. c are , inl l:1 alia . lhe 

ex pansion of illegal tracie, and decline of agri cu lture and li v t k pr 11iCli ns. 

As discussed elsewhere in thi s study, th ex pan i n r /lurlsh ' ik-/krh 'ret ilkga l 11 ,ldc 

corridor has caused a large population inn ow to Kehrih )Ioh di Slrict. S focal pOIl1I <; /I(/l'I\hl'''' 

and Kebribeyalz towns were inhabited by a large number rp pic \\'h came rrom dirfercnl .lI e:IS 

of the country for seeking jobs and to engage in li fferent area I' tJ'adc" ti viti es at the t\\'o 10\\ ns 

The pastorlaists and agro-pastorialists of the Kebnbeyah Ii eri cl ar a ls pan of lh is " eh "I' 

populalio
n 

movement. Some key informants reported lhat y un g pc pic, "hI have a 1><" 

responsibility in running the pastoral and agro-paswal occupali ns, c ",priscd tire large" 

number of those people who migrated to the town. 

The mobility of these people harmed the economic seel rs whi ch arc already in dan ger of 

ex tinction. Elders who stayed back in the vill ages are bein g troubl ed by hortage or pcrsons 0 

look after cattle and crops as wcll as one who leads cattle to pasture and water areas. " ·h" r. 

more, as it is discussed before, the crop and li vestock productions ha ve been deteriorating from 
Ihe e aCli\'itics 

111an pas ra \ i t 

time to time principally due to refugee induced impacts. The likelihood 

continuing as a livelihood strategy is becoming questionabl e. This i becaus 

and agto pastoralists are migrating to different towns including Jij; a, the regi nal capital. h) 

e to town to c abli h thclr 0\\ 11 

withdrawing from these occupations. Some of them 111 
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bLl sY ~l ess, some others ei ther to live with relati ves r ar h gain ul eml 10 mcnl, but the I11.IJOIII . 

of tilnem move in search of relief handouts, 

::. c c economIc act I iti e 'Ire hi gh\ afrected due III the All in all , pastoral and aoro pastoral " 

genel a ant thl.: presence III I.n ge 111111\\)1.: 1'> () I preS\Cnce of high populati on concentrations in ' \ I 

refugee in f1l1\eS in part icul ar. The environment, which',: a nee nducI' e to . uch eClllHll1llC 

, II I IC C nt III 11 f the area has cO!l1pktel. act iv iti es, is now chan ging to hostile one The Cl'l t' \' , 

1e n II nment ex tremely llI nicult chm ged and th is has made recovery and rehab ilitat ion f II ' , ' . 

4.2.6 Impacts of Refugees on Costs ofLivin o 

Hosts in Kebribeyah district argued that the pres nc 
r fu gcc ' affcc ted thc costs 01 

li ving both in positive and negative ways, Positi vely, there i an Impr cment in c ' \ Cl\d itlii ·s 

sllch as health , clothes, electronic materials, hOlls ut n il an I a nUI11\ er f oth er items ( ~O{ ti s) 

COll!verse ly, increment of costs of li ving is shown on fo d items, e nstructi on and !'1I'\.! \\ OOlI. 

water and housing, 

Accord ing to some key informants of the local peop le, th e PI' ence r refugees has 

brought a radical improvement in the local health service and a sub cqu nt pricc redu li on in 

health expenditures of the community, As these informants di sc losed, the refu gee heal th centers 

prov ide free m edi cal service to the local peop 1 e. Prev i 0 us I y, l he I ca I s had lo go t J ij i go in 

search of medical service. This had made them to spend for transport, h tel rcnt an I medi ca l \ces 

The refugees presence also helped the openiog ofbolh private and g crnmcnt spons red cl ini s 

and health centers in the district. Some of these centers were established by lhc a sistance 0\ 

UNHCR. Since the government health centers work on costs- haring ba c , I cal gel medical 

serv ices at a reasonable pri ceo However, due to shortage 0 f drug upp I and qua Ii fi cd mant 0 " cr 

as well as the charge to the medical services, they prefer to be treated in the re uge
e 
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ccntcrs. Locals a Iso get am bulance servicc from th refu g c heal h cenler" in case 01 elller~l:IlClc,> 

th ai need referral to KarClJ110ra hospital. 

W 10 oppose th c ab \' argull1 enl. cconllng In Ihe ... c However, there are some locals I 

Y 1C IC ugce centcrs IS SOlllethlll' pnllIH:a l informants the medical serv ices given to the locals b tl . f ' 

< ,c In t e samc manl1i.;r as the n.:lugecs They justified this on the ground that locals are not treat d ' h ' 

~ n ar 'lml neglecled Issue I hi'> 
Since priority is given to the refugees, treating locals I' S a e d 

coupled with very poor services given by the government clin ic 11 I h alth cenlers, th us, c\posed 

the local people to the exploitation of private clinics ~ und in th eli tri I. 'I hugh thc PII\ al e 

clinics provide good health services and have adequat dru g upp li es, Iheir c( SIS to \'ISllllh' . 

treatment, laboratory and drug supply is too ex pen ive ~ r th maj rity r the 10 '<I I people '.ll 

afford, 

In comparison with other parts of the region or the c untry, K ' /)I"il) ' \ 'U;' di slri ct has {l 

better access to cheap items such as clothing, electroni c materi al , h u utcn i I and a numbcr ( r 

other non-food items, This is due to the illegal trade or smugglin g in thc area rIng pcri od ( r 

tim e. However, according to local informants, this does not mean th at al\ loca l ha\'c access and 

can afford to purchase these items, 

Negatively, the hosts accused refugees for the increment of co IS [Ii ing in the di Slei cr. 

Hosts complained that deforestation and its subsequent effect ha e made crop and li" estock 

peaduction deteriorate. According to locals, thus, this ceduced the loca l fo d uppl , in lhe [on11 of 

milk, butter, and meat as well as maize and sorghum This in rum has changed lhe c nsumpli n 

habits of the locals which was based on primacy agricultura l product t e ndacy (fael ry) 
, 

peaducts like pasta, vegetation oil, and rice and wheat grain found in the I cal macke. A lhe 

in [om"n!s stated these food items cost beyond the ca pac i ti e 0 f th e loca
l 

people t ff oed. 
, 
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The rapid growth of the town popul t' fl " a 1011 0 W 10111 lonlfiC<l1H PJ'OPOltlllllS all: rci'II'L'CS hol s 

caused an increment in housing rent. Accorclinu to loc I ' r ' 
:0> a 11111 1111 ant at Ae/mhc\'(/h and /1111 I.' ,/( Ik 

tow ns the housing price befo re the refugees' presence \Va fr m "-10 birr pC I 111011t h. Bllt 110\\ the 

monthl y rent for a single ro0111 is frolll 30 to 50 birr. 

The rapid clea rin o of forest reSO LII'ces I I d . . :;, las a so caLi c a radi ca l PII CC InCIC<lSC 111 Iliel alld 

construction woods . These days people have to trave l 5- 10 km t ret h li re and CO IlStIUCtl()11 

wood. This coupled with the export of charcoal has caused a hi gh incresc in th e pricc r both fire 

and construction woods. According to local inform ant , a cam I I ad r fue l wood , \\ Ill ch lI sed to 

cost 2-3 birr before 10 years, now requires 15 to 20 thi pi n hirr. sack or charcoal , which 

cost 5 birr, now costs 20 birr. 

Water is a scare resource in Somali Regional I te in g n ral and in Kchrthc\'(//t di stri ct in 

particular. According to key informants of Ihi s tud y, the pI' I ng d drou ght ill tl1\.': ;In.:a alld th e 

acceleration of deforestation by the refugees have reduced th e gr Lind water n.': hargin g ca paciti es 

due to high run off. What is more, there is a depleti on of the gr Lind \ ater in the area due to high 

over use by the refugees. As a result, to day there is a c11roni c water h rlage in the stud area. 

Though UNHCR is tankering water to Kebribeyah and J-Jarlsheik I wns regul arl y, thi s is not 

adequate to meet the needs of the town inhabitants . Thus, thi situation crca tcd a price incrcment 

in water supply. Previously the cost of a jetTycan water was 50 cents - I hirr. j owaday , onc has 

to spend up to 3-5 birr per Jerrycan. During drought peri od il is di ffi cu lt to !:oct watcr C\ 'cn for 

such an amount. 
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Summary 

In the hosts' view, the costs of refu !2ees out\\' igh tllcl' r b ~ ncfit , 'J hey JlI stifi cd Ih ls Oil Ihc 

basis that costs such as, erosion of customary marriagc practl' cs ramJ ani :.1 l11l soc lal bl.: l1 aviOi s. 

security and safety problems, the violati on of som \' luc alld ' J ' b ' I , n nn , <1m SlI sequcl11 t: lallgcs III 

thc attitudes and behavio rs of some locals as wcll , s chang in th e Il slI l11 pti on pal terns h<l\ c 

brought major negative changes in their soc io-cultu ral liv all ,tk~ lr\.:s tati ol1 , 1I11 l.: 111.11 

d i sp I acemen t, smuggl i ng, deteri orat ion of standard 0 f I i vi ng an I ther lI ll rorc:cell Il11p<lelS 11 ,I\ 'C 

also brought ayadi ca l change on the econom ic li ve f the I cal p J Ie, 'J he 'e days . ae 'ordil1 g to 

loca ls, a large number of the local peop le ar n t i Il l. Pasl ra li . 1l1 <Ind a\!. rtl -

pastoralism, whi ch are the mainstays of the loca l con my, have l e n sev\.:rel I a fe 'ted b ' th l.: 

presence of mass ive influxes of refugee in th e district for a I ng p n d, a resul I , 1110st 0 r I he 

locals have to depend on reli ef rations and provi ion f fr mmunal se rVIce lind 111 th e 

refu gee sett lements, Th is dependency syndrome. in turn , ha cau eel delcri c ral i n 111 the 

tradi tio nal coping mechani sms and declin ing of care and prcci u res urce f th e area, 

There are also some constructi ve change on th e oci - ul ture li vc of the hosl 

comm unity, These include the development of social proximity and interacti n a111 ng different 

ethnic groups (heterogeneity), promotion of trade and interm arri age prac li ce , In the ecol1omi c 

spheres the availability of some facilities such as water, heal th and educati n a \Veil as th e 

development and rehabilitation of some infrastructure such as roads, sch ols, health centers. 

water wells and earth dams are the positive aspects of the refu ge presence, 



CHAPTER FIVE: THE ROLE AND IMPA T F TIlE I EI , II<:F 

OPERATIONS 

Chapter four examined the impacts of Somali re fll O e 
" 11 the <;OC IO-l:COIlOI1lIC aspl:cl'i o( 

the hosts' li ves in Kebribeyah Di strict. In thi s chapter an attempt IS n1alk to prl:sl:l1t till: 

impli cat ions of the re li ef operations for the host c 111 nl llll I' t'l . 111 th e stud an.:a. !\nal ysis 1:-' 

prov ided on the interventions ofUNHCR and its implement ing anner . " hi s chapter conSists or 

fOllr l11ai n parts. These are the role of relief organi za tions and a" 

reli ef organ izations, impacts of the relief operations, and h t' p r pti n regardi ng th e impacts 

of the re li ef operations. 

5.1 The Role of Relief Organizations and :-\ocncies 

UNHCR has a clear mandatory respon ibil ily within th c nit ed Natl n5" !ems tll 

provide protection and assistance. It perform s thi s fun cti n in cl c Ilah rat ion \ ith ther l ' " 

agenci es, NGOs, and Govemment organizations that have ex perti in I arti cul ar sec t rs sll ch as 

food, health, water supply, education, road construction, env ironment r hab il itati n, etc ( I' "R 

1993 :92). In light of this, this section tries to look at the ro le f and its major 

implementing partners in the relief operations, which are being ca rri ed ut in R. in gene.al 

and in Kebribeya district in particular. 

5.1.1 The role of UNHCR 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees ( l H R is 'he 'nited 'at io n 

refugee agency, Since 1 January 1951 , UNHCR has been mandated b the 

to lead and coordinate international action for the wo rl d\ ide pro t 

resolution of refugee problems. UNHCR guided by the 1951 
nited ali on 
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of refugee and the 

on \'cntion relating 



to the status of Refugees and its 1967 protoco l (lhid: I -17 . 

Acco rding to UNHCR sub-office }11J"ioa ( NH R-' J pr 

Wako, UNHCR's primary purpose is to safeguard th e ri ght 

However, in support of its core activiti es on behal f of refuge s 

oth er groups: returnees, and interna ll y di splaced peopl (I P ). 

tcc ti on )rticel, .Iohn K do 

/I ' I I a I so 111\ () h cd \\It h 

II ' R al so PIC\ C lll ~ 1\1Ict.:d 

di spl acement of possible refugee flo ws by enco LII'agl·ll !!. t t ~ ~ and th er Ins titutions to l'Icatc 

conditions wh ich are conducive to the protecti on of hum an right and the pca 'eful lesolu tion 01' 

di sputes . In pursuit of the same objectives, UNH R ek t c n lidat e the re intt.:l!lil tlon or 

retuilling refugees in their country of ori gin , thereby a rting the r urrcnce of refll 'ee-protluclnS 

situations. 

The same person stated that in seeking durable lut i n t refugee ' PI' blerns, lJ II ' I 

attempts to help those who wish to go home to do s , and tri e t a sist them to rcin tcgra tl: ill to 

their home communiti es. Where thi s is not feas ib le, it \V rk t help th 111 int l:grat l: in 'Oli lltr il:S or 

asylulll or, fai ling that, to resett le them in other countri e . In general, II I tri c to addre s the 

refu gee problems in its totality from exodus to return and integrati n. It has al acquired the 

additional role of assisting internally displaced people and protec ting refugee n \\'s through 

institution - building and trai ning in countries likely to produce refu gee. 

In Ii oht of the above mentioned ro les and missions 
'" 

H R ha b en perating th ree 

major programs in Somali National Regional State (S rR ) in general and Kebrib yah Dis tric t ill 

particular, since 1988. According to UNHCR and ARRA Jij iga sub- ffl ce , th e e program 

include Care and Maintenance (CM), Repatri at ion . Reintegrati on and Rehabil itati n. The . I 

program mainly consists of relief provisions such a food and non - ~ d items; \V ter, anl tat lon, 

health care, community services, education and legal a i tance, \I the e prov i ion diree I)' 

concern the refugees , In fact locals also benefited from 
uch direc tly and 
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indirectl y. Directly they access some services sll ch 
a \ at r. hea lth , sanlla 1011 alld edll .. 111011 

th ro ugh UNHCR and ARRA. Indirectly th ey be r. f· . , nellt I m en 'l s lIch as rood alld lIoll -rood 

it ems either by purchasing them from the market or b I ' f s lanng r 111 their kin Ie ugecs. 

Repatriation , on the other hand , is considered a on f th(.; durable s lut lOllS to the 

Soma li refugees' problem in SNRS. As a result, inc I 77 ' II 'maill obJcc tl\ c COIlCCIIIIIl" 

Soma li refugees is to continue promoting and im plementing lunt, ry repatriation. ,\ cco ldlli g to 

ARRA-.Jij iga sub-office, between 1997 and October 2 O~ -, 111 (.; _ I-l ,_ I refu gccs \\\.:11: 

repat ri ated from the eastern refugee camps, Of the e ab ut -l - . 7 \\'ere rrol11 ":('hm'l (/ di stil l'\' 

!-far/sheik site, There were also abo ut 17,786 di sper ed I ca l , b ut -7 people \\en.: dl sp('; lsed 

from Hartsheik site, Kebribeyah district. As a res ult five camp Il C or 

these camps was Hartsheik-B , from Kebribeyah di tri ct ( c nnex- and 1111<.;, -5 or th e 

detail) , 

The third major program, reintegration and rehabi li t ti n aime I t s(.;uic do\\'n til(': 

returnees and the dispersees in their places of ori gin and to reh bilitate th e re lI gee and retUnl c\.: 

impac ted areas, According to UNHCR-SOJ protec ti on offi ce, the G CllS f thi program IS 0 11 

water development, health serVices, road con tructi n, e Illca ti on an en ironmcntal 

rehabilitation. According to UNHCR - SOl, although some of these acti iti e arc long- term ill 

nature and go beyond the mandate ofUNHCR, it was recogni zed th at th e prolonged presc.:nce of 

refugeeslreturnees caused environmental degradation and depleti on of na tu ral re ource, I ' H R 

was therefore obliged, particularly in the absence of other deve lopmental agencies t repair the 

damage in favor of the refugees, rDPs and the loca l co mm unit ie \ hose res urce have been 

'I' ' thlls , one of the areas \ here reintegration and rehabilitation 
utI Ized, Kebribeyah district IS, 

programs are being calTied out. 
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In gcncral, UN HCR run these pro!!rams thr ~ ugh its imp icmcl1 llll" a ~c I 1CIC~ ,md dlll.l. tl 

Illlpl ementlllg part of other proarams by Its If A I ;:, Illong t, sc programs tli recll ), ImpklllCl1l L'd h 

UNHCR include logist ic support and storage of 1l0nJ o (I I' tell' ~ )1 pri I' lO lhclI dl spalch to 

settl ement areas. As the UNHCR-SOJ stated , the 10g'l tl'e cr ' I e ~ ref'crs lO \\ ,\l cr lal1l..: cl ll1" . 

support fo r ca rgo, road maintenance, and upgrading nd mainlenance r ll'Uci- , Ill" C hIIH:~ al1d 

vehi cles under UNHCR custody. Most of the re ugee p rali n ' run or Im plelllcnled 11\ 

UNHCR'S implementing partners. The followin g sub-part, thus, dea l \ ilh lltc IOks or llle Illalor 

UNHCR'S implementing partners in the refugee oper li ns. 

5.1.2 The role of UNHCR'S Implementin G Partner" 

A refugee crisis usuall y in vo lves d zen r I' li er agcllcies. In olhcr \\ (\Ids, 

implementation of comprehensive responses to a refugee pI' bl m requ ire th e c - perali on O r;t 

broad range of actors. Accordingly, in its efforts to protect r ru gee and l I I' m lC s lution to 

their problems as well as to reintegrate the return es and the di persees inlo lheir reSpCC II\'C 

community as well as to rehabilitate the refugee/r lurnee impacted area . ',' 11 ' I works in 

partnersh ip wi th governmental, international and nOIl -govell1menta I rgan i lati ons. 

According toUNHCR-SOJ, UNHCR has been working in c Il ab rali on \\ itll \ 'an Oli S 

organ izat ions since the inception of reli ef operat ions in NR lhe lI b-officc disclosed, 

durin o the initial staae of the refuaees' presence, lhe r li ef operati n \Va c ndllClcd by a grou p or 
;:, ;:, ;:, 

NGOs which were responsible for different reli f interventi n - heallh. \\ .. lt er. educalion. 

nutrition, protections, etc , However, currentl y the reli ef operations and partner nwni zalions arc 

declined due to the repatriation of a large number of refug 
fOI111 the region and ub equenl 

closure of five refugee camps, As a result, UNHCR today " ork .. ilh a rC\\ part ner fro m 

and l
'nte11lationa l organi zation . The ~ II \\'Ing di Cll SlOn is 

government, non-government 
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concern ed on the rol e of these organizations. 

A) Government Partners 

UNHCR has been working with va ri ou 
g \'crnl11 mal rga ni/utl( 11 'i. \\ hll:h \\t:lt: .lIld :1It: 

respoll sibl e fo r vari ous intervent ions in the tudy ar a. I 
- 1 C arl! ,\I~R \ , Oil ht:h.i1r or Iht: 

Governm ent of Ethiopia (GOE), and at the regional Ic"c l fr m In Iudt: BUI t:.Iu III \'.tIt:1 

Resources Development (BWRD), Livestock, Envi r nmcnt and 'rop I k\ t:IOPlllt:llI alld 

Protect ion Bureau (LECDPB), Health Bureau and Ed uc!' t'l n LII' 
e! u. I I \\·c\,cr. thiS siud y did Ilot 

exhaustively deal with each intervention, which i being ru n y tI csc rgalli/atlolls I)uc to I;J'k 

of adequate data from most of the above stated organizati n , th e Iud In cd to plm Jdc blll.:1 

accounts of their major works. 

The Admini stration for Refugee-Returne Affair ( RR 

counter part of UNHCR. According to Tsegaye J\rlehrctu , a tern I cfu 'ee Caml: '()oldillatioll 

office Coord inator, ARRA is responsible for general camp mana 'CI11l!n , scc unt y. plOtectll· ;1. 

repatriation, and food and non-food item di stribution, mai nten nce f wa ter suppl y system III 

Hartsheik and K ebrbeyah refugee camps. ARRA is also in chargc f sanilali 11, hl!al lh and 

nutrition as well as formal education in the refugee camp . FLII1hcnll re, I I )\ PI' motes 

harmony amon a the refu aees and locals in the area. On behalfo fth e 
;:, ;:, 

'. A RR t\ IS accountable 

to waive all duties and levies on all imported items u ed to a ist refugee, returnee.', di speL ee 

and locals. It also facilitates logistical requirements for th e abo e mentioned categones of 

beneficimies. Deploying professional and skilled manpower for it inter ntion i al 0 the duty or 

ARM. In general, According to Tsegaye Mehretu RRA a ai l the ab \e . enlce'i 111 

collaboration with UNHCR, WFP and other pertinent organi zati n . T da f\ RR:\ perfonl1s 

1110re than 80% of the refugee operations at the camp leve l. 
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At the regional level in SNRS th e B " r , , UI au I I r v at r R mee. I (; \ c.:I PIllL'IlI (il \ R 1» IS 

respons ible for maintenance and rehabilitation of b r h Ie in J ' I.,. ' J' al ley, 11m \ alk, IS a 

source of water for Kebribeya and Hartashe'f, . r Hi e ugee camp a \ " II " II I . '- u 1C 10Sll ll I e0Il1Il11ll1ltles 

The Regional Livestock, Environment and e ro 0 I P eve opm el1l and I r Ie lion Bureau ( I I ([ I'll ) 

was accoun table for environmental protecti on and rehabi li wti n 'In (\ eneI': / sa\ III I . 10\ e 

;:, na II 'lIh ureal! , nn Ihe oillel hand . IS In prociucti on and distribution in the stud y area. The f eo i I 

;:, b ( II 1e I ugee amps ~Ind 10 'al \ Iilages 01 charge of rehabilitation and uporadin o health center . , LI . r 

the area under review, The Regional Ed ucati on Bur au is al 

add itional classrooms and rehabilitation of existing ch in th e <..ii slI icl. II :tI s PI t) ides 

peri odical training for local and refugee schools' teach r . 

In a nutshell, all these government organi zati n run their a ti \'i ll es \ illl Ille flilid s 

assigned from UNHCR. While most of the regional g vernm nt I artners \\ rk \ ilh U III ' I Oil 

an on-and-off basis based on the life span of a given pI' j cl, J R ha been a I n 1- \l:rll1 partner 

for NHCR. 

B) Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 

Various Local Non-GovenU11ental Organ izati on (L 
an I Intern alional )11 -

govem mental Organizations (lNGOs) have been working in partnershi p \ ilh 
II R since Ihe 

incept ion of relieflrefugee operations in the study area - 19 . in ~ rm ants f thi Iud noted th aI 

at the initial stage of the relief operation, there were a number of I 
s th at \\. rc rc pon iblc for 

different interventions - water supply, water system main Lnance, nutri ti u suppl and transport 

operations. However, the number of lNGOs began to dec line gradual! ' n a c unl o f the 

spontaneous and voluntary repatriation of the Somali refu gee t their c untr and beeau e of Ihe 

direct involvement of ARRA in implementati on of more than 0% f the re iI (; operall n III the 



refugee cam ps. UN HCR al so directl y implement Ill e "e ti \ iti es uch ,IS \\ :IlCI III \..III\.! ,tIld 

logisti c provisions. The participation of LNGO . I . s In tle rell f p 1t ' I I cr' I II was a )SClll (UIIII ' thl' 

initi al stage of the refugees' presence in the study area. Th arne int th l.! SCl.!Ill.! \ l.! 1 Y Iiltc ,1:1<1 

their number was few. 

Duri ng the fi eldwork, I observed .. I I ~ a lew oca and in t m ti na l Opl.!ra tl ll!! III thl' 

reli ef opera tions in the di strict. Some of them were bein o I)ha e I . I ::;, (ut lomt)(.; ()pl.! latloll Ihc\ 

were im plementin g specific UNHCR-funded sub-project . Whil e II I e for the 110m (1 11-:\) ,Illd 

Rehab ilitati on and Development Organi zati on (RaO ) ar the L , Savc the Childn': l1 l S.\ 

(SC-USA) and Save the Children Fund Uni ted Kinod m ::;, 

operati ons cover both the local and th e refugees . Howev ; ." \\ 0 1 \..S addn.:ss th l.: 

needs of the refu gees. 

Hope for the Horn (HFH) is a local NGO w rkin g t addr ami filld II tainahk 

soluti ons to the recurrent droughts in SNRS by th e c n tru ti n r watcr t rage . stl.!n1 and 

range-land improvement. According to HFH's .l iji ga branch manage r, /\ 11 /\ hmed. th c 

organi zation's partnership with UNHCR focuses on envir nl11 enta l r hab ilitati n inter en ti ons In 

refugee- impac ted areas. These works include refor tation r the degrad ed land throu gh 

product ion and distribution of seedlings; producti on and distri buti n f energy sa \'ing stoves: 

awareness raising on environmental protection and rn anagem ent r natural res urce : water 

conservati on by rehabilitating the earth dams constructed by 1 H R and by building nc\\' cal1h 

dams; and soil conservation. HFH has been working in cooperati n \ ith various regiol1(]1 

govemmental and intemational organizations such as Water Resources e\'el r 111en 
ureaL! 

(WRDB) and Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Bureau (DPPB fr 111 I R and 

and a number of other NGOs. 
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Rehabilitat ion and Development 0 1' ' , . ga nlzatl 11 (Ra IS an Ih l:1 I. , (,( \\ 11Ich ha hl:l: ll 

wo rking in the refugee operati on since 'all " 19 . ( Ud l Y rdin I to the li clJ lindm's. 1111 

organi zation has been prov iding physica l rehabi litati 

locals in the study area, The service inclLl cl I'd ' fi ' ent l I ali n di ab k d P C1S( ns. pl odlictlOn. 

distri bu tion and repair of orthopedic dev ices and COlT cti n f . clubfcl:l. It ha ' also becn PIO\ Illlng 

~ tn,lI nlng as well as dlsabilil phys iotherapy treatments and consultati on, capac l'ty bLll' lcl'lllg " 

awareness and community sensiti zation, 

Inc U '1l11p utat i n, , 0110, ollhopcdl ' The types of di sabi lities treated by RaD ' I I 

c1 efoll1li ties, post trauma problems, leprosy, centr I y tem problem, ert:\11.t1 paiS\', 

mental hand icapped, respira tory problems an I a nu mb r f div r l: ea eS . I he Ollhopl:dlC dl: \ ICl:S 

include prosthes is, long leg braces, short leg brace, rth p di e sh C5, \ 1I1kl ll 1 ,lids ami 

whee lchairs, RaDO prov ides these services th rough it rth I di \ rk 'l1 p at .Ill lgll , mobilc 

physical rehabilitation team and community hea lth a",ents in ach rer Igec camps. I al () has bccn 

working in cooperati on with ARRA and UNHCR. 

While the local NGOs interventions foc Ll s on rehab ilitati 11 , thc illtcrn ati nal . uch 

as Save the Children USA (SC-USA) and Save the hildren Fund nitcd Kin gdom ( F-L'K) . 

ma inl y work on social mobili zation, non- fo rmal educa ti on and reproducti e hea lth .. lost o r the 

interventions of these oraani zations are focused on the refugee commun iti c . ccortling to . ( '­
'" 

USA Kebribeyah representati ve, Ahmed Mohammed, 
ha been pro\ Id ing SOCIa l 

mobili zation , capability building, inform al educati on and child pr tecti n and SUI p rt programs 

in Kebribeyah district since September 1999. The socialmobilizati 11 r gram include initi at ion 

of the refugee communities especiall y women to parti cipate in the implcl11 ntati n or \'an II 

ac ti viti es . Sports, drama, and a number of other recreati n acti iti e arc al pan or hc cia l 

mobilization program. The capacity buil ding program 
on the thcr hano . oc, I ' \\ IIh 
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cmpowerment of wo men, prov ision of materi als I , I and training \\ hl'h ale e ential fUI the 

different kinds of interventions of the NGO L't . . I clacy a ti ilie u h a adul educatI on, . Hltll 

education and girl s' education as well as KUrCll/ic eh I fI r hi Idren arc pa l t of the non 1'111111.11 

cducation of SC-USA. The child protec li on and SLl I)P 1'\ I I' gr < 111 CUS Oil ,,\\ arencss I alSlIl" 

rega rding the ri ghts of ch ildren, harmful prac li ce an I b lief hildren dc\ clopment as \\ cll a 

opportun ity of education to children. Awarcne s ri Ing n lrad lliona I praclIccs lh al ha ... 

detrimental effects on girl s' health and developmcnts i al l ar[ lhe ' j)s 1I1lelvc ni ions 

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) and earl y marri age ar case In I inl. L ca ls also benefil ,'10111 

some of these interventions. SC-USA also prov ides skill lr in ing in \ odwork and mao ( nl . 1'01 

the refugee youths. In general, SC-USA work in cl e c - p rali n \ itll U, ' II '1 and I I{ ,\ 

Its major funding source is the USA Government Bureau r P pul at i n, Reru gee and I ' lali on 

(PRM) . Accord ing to Ahmed Mohamed Save- A ha plann d t repl icatc most or Its 111 al01 

programs among the locals in Kebribeyah di stri ct. 

Save the Children Fund- UK (SCF-UK), on th e other hand , ha b en \\ orking in the areas 

of reproductive health since 2001. As the fi eld findin gs depi cted the rgani / ati n intel ened III 

famil y planning programs and awareness rising on Female enital Mutilat ion (F M) and ea rl y 

11l alTiage practices. These interventions cover both the loca l and the reruge c I11ll1uniti es . Th is 

NGO works in collaboration with UNFPA, UNHCR and ARRA . 

C) UN Agencies (International Organizations) 

WFP UNFPA and U?\IICEF are the main r agenc i , which have t een operating In he 
, 

refugee program of the study area. WFP is responsib le fo r the uppl 
r ba ic ~ d rati ns or 

. .' .' d . ~ d'no proQTam in all the n.: fu g e camp amI 
general dlstnbutlOn, repatnatlOn an success ive ee I :;, :;, -

Co d C k' tId t take place in selecled r fugeelrelllrnee impac ted area. 
l' 0 lor wor proJec P anne 0 

PA 

4 



provides funds for the im plementati on of rcpr ductiv h alth, ti\ itl "c, l JI ' 1 'I I, ~ ,' IS I C pOl1slhk 

or elec tromec hanica l equipment for Jerrer va ll ' I' ( e pipe II1 C c n trll tlo n projcct ,\ clIHllI n' to 

UN HCR-SOJ, pipeline project to brin a water from b 'e h I J ~ I I.: at (I/ TClr \ alle\ 10 " .( h"hn oil 

town along the 21-kms distance, is one of the key multi - cc tl' 
o n pr Jec ts designed h. lJ ' II ' R 

ane! its partners, This projec t is completed and currentl y I' fu gl.: and loca ls In " '('/>11 />( '\011 Ill\\11 

and along the route of the pipe line are benefitin g fro 111 the w tel' UI ply. 

5,2 Phase out Strategies of the Relief Operation 

It is quite obvious that refu geelre li efoperation ha bL:L: n il11l kl11 el1led I'or O\ CI Ie) yca ls 

in SNRS in general and in Kebribeya district in particu lar. uring thi pl! ri ( d UI II ' I (\I\d lI S 

partners have been providing various socio-economic serv i thl.: rGfugees al1d the In ';11 

peop le. The prolonged presences of the refugees and th e reli c I' urces, thus, ha e brought hoth 

costs and benefits to the local people. Above all , a large numb r or rt:l'uge\.: · II a\ \.: alr\.: ad y 

repatriated to their country. This has led to the clo me of fi v rl.:fu gcc ca mps. iVh reO \·l! r. lJl II R 

has a plan to close the remaining three refugee caml \,vithin the nca r future. '1'\\ 0 )I' thesl! cam p" 

are fo und in the study area. However, the local p pulat i n and th returnces ontinue to rcqul re 

th e refugees' serv ices after the refugees return to their country. rc \'c r, the I ca l. deman I the 

rehab ili tation of the environment and infrastructu res affected by th e pr I nged presence of the 

refugees. Having all these in to consideration, thus, it is wi se t rai c the follo\\'ing cardinal 

quest ions. What are the ex iting strategies ofUNHCR? Are these trategies su tainablc') \ ho wi ll 

be in charge of implementi ng or running the oper2tions, which had been xereteo by 
I II ' R 

and its partners'? 

In order to answer the above-menti oned que ti ons, It I Imp rati\'e to I ok at lO ' II ' R', 

past experi ence in the ex-refugee camps and it future \ Ian . \ ilh r ga rd t it. pa t c\\ encncc, 
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UN I-ICR used to hand over the soc io-cconomi c in fra tru t ur~ anu fa ' illt l~s h,1I had he'll II l'lI 

by the refugees to the Regional Government and I I I .. . ca at 1111111 tratl OIl thlolll'h conceilled hill' 

bureaus and departments. According to UN HCR- J pr gr, III rice. I' ll ' I also til ed tIl build 

the capac ity o f the host communities through traiI11'11_ 311d b, I)r ~ ~ \'idin ' e 'sell iall1latell.d It ,ds(\ 

upgraded and rehabilitated some in frastru ctlll'e al1d ra ' I't \A , I, CI I atl.: . , V I rver. l II 'I IlIlllell l:tt l'd 

lOPs and returnees, who had been di spersed frol11 the x-r fllo C 1:> amps Int thell respec tl\ e 

cO lllmunity. UNHCR also encouraged some NGOs to run mc the e. refu Ices' i'aeillti l's 11\ 

providing th em with operation expenses, 

Nevertheless , informants frol11 Regional v rIl l1ll.:nt un.:aus (lnd the stud sit e 

exp ressed the view that most of the ex-refu gees fac iliti cea d i'UIlClI)1l soon ;lItel the 

handing over. Informants mentioned various rea on ~ r th di rupli n th cse sel \'Ice, ,\m O:1 I 

oth ers, lack of trained manpower, operational co t I' r gul ar bud Jet and Illat 'nal s that all' 

essential to run the facilities, Moreover, NGOs that to k \'cr 111 x- a ilitl es rlom l ', 'II ' I 

are not capable to run them due to lack of adequ ate xperi enc ,pr [e and matenal . 'ol11e 

of the fac ilities are found at a remote distance frol11 where the maj nt f the local comm illutes 

are found . Hortasheik refugees' camps are cases in point. In !-foJ"wsh ik . for in lancc. the rorl11 er 

Harlsheik-B refugee camp's fac ili ti es have be n ,,'ithout funct ion since 1999 due 0 the abo\"(.:-

mentioned reasons. As a result, UNHCR coul d not ensure the u ta inab il it y of 1110. t or It projects 

or wo rks. 

In its effort to ensure long tenn use of the variOLI er\' lce and I r jccl , 1' 1-1 R has 

designed some actions for the future . These are, among other , emp , cring and building the 

capac ity of the respective community members and authorit i , I r 111 ting the parliClpatlon or 

communities reaional bureaus and NGOs in planning an ! implement ti n 
, 0 

pr Jec a well a. 

. d ., k' d" . t based on re iona! nd nat i na! developmcnt plan . ! t ha 
In eC ISlon rna mg, eSlgl1lng proJ ec s ::> 
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also pl aned to establi sh cost recovery system and to (lrm ark perall n c. p~IlSCS 11I1 olle-. C.1I 

durati on fo r some projects. Maintaining and . d' r '" ( upgla Ing ac llitl . I t re lam Ill ' 0\ ~I, 111111,111011 01 

invo lvement of development aaencies in 'e ' t . J '" ::;, I 111 egratl n rehab llitall II I n I I( .ICC I '. ,,:SI,I) IS 1Ing .1 

technical co mm ittee fo r coord inati on and' I . Imp ementa tl on I' the rcintcgralioll Ich,lhllilallon 

rgan li' ti n has also II1 IClldcd 10 hand programs, are also part of U1\r:HCR's future plan . This . 

u 1 a \ ,Her, cdlleallol1 . health and over some fac ilitates to the respecti ve regional bll l'eau I 

roads. Accord ing to UNHCR's plan the rehabili ta ti on I r gram \ illl e [1"1 11 f'crred to l I)P . 

5.3 Impacts of the Relief Operations 011 th e Loca l Ho t 

The discuss ion in Chapter Four was foc u d n the CI - C n( mi ' impa '[s th.l t \\ elC 

assoc iated with the refugees' presence in the tudy ar a. In thi s pan (r thc study, I h;1\ C 

attempted to inves ti gate some major impac ts of the r li ef perat i ns Jl th e S lei l-e '01l01l11C 11\ CS 

of the hosti ng loca ls. As inform ants of thi s study no ted th e reli ef pcrations btl\ C both pO ltl\ l' 

and negat i ve impacts. 

Positi vely, the presence of relief organi zati on ha mad s me fa iliti es and S(TVl l-.!S 

accessible to locals. These facilities and services includ e Water ll\ pi , hea lth and educati on 

serv ices. Employment opportunities, upgrading and development of me infra trllc lure and 

environmental rehabilitations as well as capacity bui lding and a\ G renes rai sin g arc al 0 lhe 

pos iti ve aspects of the reli ef operati ons. 

According to key informants of thi s study befo re the pre ence f refugee' local. used I) 

get water fro m locally built Ellas (water well s), whi ch collect \ at r during the a l n~ peri od. 

However, the presence of relief operations created another all mati e. hat is, tankcnng \\ ate I' 

fro m Jarrer valley (Kaho), about 20 tum from Kebribeyah to\ n. 
R and ' II R- fumlcd 

NGOs have been tankerina water to both locals and refugee on the p ei fi di trihu Ion p II1 ts 
::;, 
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a ll a dail y basis si nce 1988 Pastoralists alld r . ( ( armer fr 111 tl h 1C l1l:ar \ IIlages o\" 1\",,/ /I (' \1111 .lIld 

Hartsheik towns fetch water from the central di stri buti n p int . M re cr recclltl 1\('/11"1/1('\ (III 

town has become the benefic iary of piped water tl ' I I . 110 Ug 1 t lC a I I ICR. l , ' IC I-I- alld 

other partners. Hartsheik town is also expected to bc th c ben IClar I' . lIch a systcl\\ \\ Ith01l1 

delay. 

To make water suppli es more reli abl e in th r fug c 1111 1 a tcd arca or Ihe dl stllcl. 

UNHCR has also introduced a new technolooy (::0[' ral'llw"l ,. ca t h t // / ' I I I b II C u men -- (! 'I" t alll calt \ t alll) 

/ /u/'I" dams arc bcrng It has constructed two earth dams in Harlsheik al·ca. 11 thCI- t\ ' 

constructed in Kebribeyah area by HFH through H I fund ing. The e dam lI sed I) Cl Ih: ' t 

running water during the rainy seasons and serve a a wat r ur c during thl: <lr pCllOd I hc 

Hafir (earth) dam encouraged some locals to adopt thc techn I bY' urrcntl 111 /lor/shc,k thl:I C 

are few individuals who have their own private Hafl r dam . Th P pIc l l:cal11l: rich I sdli 19 

water (see figure -5). 

UN HCR is also responsible for introduc ing cn rgy a In g ccordlng to I II ' 11 ' I ~ -

SO] both of these new technologies helped women and girl t r du e the tril and dl tance that 

th ey had to travel to fetch water and fire wood. WFP, on th e other hand, intr duccd manual and 

diesel grinding mill s into the localities. This organi zation al 0 h Iped s me fo d G r work 

activities such as tree planting, check-dams and feeder road c nstrucli ns. 
P in C operatiun 

with UNICEF DPPB and some NGOs had implemented life aving pr jccts G r pc ph: displaced 
, 

by a drouaht durin o 1999-2000 in the stud y area. 
b b 

The presence of relief organizations also created empl ment pp nunitles :Vlan relrer 

organizations hired local people in all levels of their strLlctur . RRA , 
I I I RamI \VFP take 

the lion 's share in employing local peoples in their operat ion 
igni (jcant number of 10 al 

people have also been working in Care-Ethiopia, 
f - _ K, Ra . Il andlcal 

b 
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Intcrnational and many other NGOs which have currentl I htl cd 

due to the decline of refugee re lated operations in th e area . 

III r0111 opcl,HIIl" III Ihc .IIC.I 

However, the hosts argued that most of the orga ni z< Ii n , \\ hi h ha c bCl:1l cll '.1 'l:d III 

refugee operations , were and are headed by non-loca l pc pi s. , ! rver Ih l: rdll gccs. pc()!,k 

who came fro m other parts of the country and ex patri ate lafr euplt;d Ihe belll.:l -p'lId PO 'IS I hc 

hosts also complained about lack of opportuniti es in va ri ou c nSlrucli n Il.:ntler · \\ith thl: Plctl: 

of under-qual i fication. 1n defense, officials from ARX/\ sub- f ICl.: in JIJlg(l t wn sla lcd tilat. 

"M any Jobs in the camp were supposedly rc en 'ed ~ r the I c I pc pic: Ie\\ 01 thc locah alc 
sufficien tly qualified for the better-paid posts. The h SI are, thus. gl\'C Il PIIOllt 111 PO\ltHlil th~'\ 
are qualified and competent. These include guarding, lr i in ' , licld "w iT. adl11ll1lsllatllll1. ca11lp 
coordination, counseling, and supervi sor and vari u hea lth en'l e ' I Sit Ion.,. 111 IC,"POI1 "C to thc 
tendering, the authorities argued that the locals ha\'e no uf IClcnt C ntrUClJ( 11 l11atcllah al1d l11al1 
power that enable them to work according to the -peci fi cati n , nd the bil l ( I' qU<ll1l1l1 . .., 01 a 10:1\ Cll 
construction task. Even those who had taken the tender and engaged 111 C I1 structlOll \\ 01 b h,I\C 
practical ly proved that they are unqualified . As a re ult , their w rk became luI of LIS' she Illy alt~'1 
the handing over. What is more, posts, which are perational in the ett\cl11<.:nt aIC<lS, 111 l110st caw. 
are reserved for the refugees. In case of shortage of refuge manp \ cr, the <II" )pcn to lo<.:ais " 
(Tesfamariam Weldetensay, Administration and Finance ll ead , RI j\ ./ijigo Sub-nffl\;c) 

By and large, the job markets and employment pp rtunit ie rea ted ~ r the I )cals <t IC 

few. The majority of them are engaged in low-paid job and ca ual cmpl lllelll ill the \I1G rmal 

sectors. 

Many locals acknowledge that the establi sh ment f heallh center In Ihe n.:fugel: camps 

has provided them with access to health services, \\'hich were aim st absent pri r I thc presence 

of refugees . Three refugee health centers have been functional in the area for 111 re thall a decade . 

the health 
That is two in Hartsheik area and one in Kebribe)'a area. urrentl " h \' , 

nc 

. . d h d d er to Ihe loca l ad mi ni trati n duc t thc repatrlalion 
centers 111 Hartsheik IS closed an an e ov 

. d' a ld equ ippi n u mc g VCnllllcnl health 
of the refugees. UNHCR also participated tn upgra tn g I ::> 

nler, or in tance, i e ta It hed and 
centers in the district. The Kebribeyah Local Health 

fUlllished by UNHCR. However, according to s me I cal in rman l , Iht he hh 
enler I nOI 

9 



b 

effec ti \'ely func ti on in g due to shorta oe of he It I ::;, a 1 per I1n I and regular drll 'sllppl~ \'.1 IC oil. 

the local peopl e use the Refugee Health Center. 

Inso fa r as ed ucat ion is concerned, the presencc f I'cll' f rg< ni /allol1s ha conllibulcd 101 

the promotion of education in three ways. First, som ca l seh I \\ en,: rch.lhrlltalcd In 

UNHCR. They were furnished with desks, teaching and I an1ing m<1 erial ' Sccond. l ' II ( I 

built some blocks in the premises of Hartsheik and K bri/ yoh eh I . Third . l ocal school ... · 

teachers also benefited from various skill upgrading w rk h p an I t!"linings OIgalll/ed In 

UNHCR and other NGOs. 

The presence of reli ef operati ons ha al o e nlribut d r the dc\ c1npll1Cllt III 

transpo l1ation infrastructure. Feeder roads like Han sh ik-K 'hrih 'J'0h (l lI rI ,,: ,/,,',h('\ lilt ./11/'1 (/I' 

va ll ey were constructed by UNHCR. Moreover, H ha n trueted roads ""klll ' 

Kebribeyalz- Hartsh eik-Alaybede to support traditional trad and mmer e <l lld () fa i"tatc 

repatri ation operation. 

Capacity building, empowem1ent and skill training \ I' als PI' idcd ~ I' OI11C I cals 

SC-USA, SCF-UK, RaDO, HFH and UNBCR are some of the organi zati n in\'olvcd in thc 

abo ve mentioned tasks. Awareness rai sing on issues lIch a earl y marri age. Female Jcntl k 

Mutil atio n (FGM) , land mine hazards, and environmental con el ati n arc also gl\ cn b the 

foregoing organizat ions. 

Negatively, most of the reli ef operations have been ge red t benefit rerugces direcll ,s 

a result , many relief organizations provide assi stance to the refu gee b pa Ing the local 

communities. This disappointed many hosts. High salari es paid to me pr re i nal al 0 

created a "brain drain" from some local organi zations. 
ne in~ rmanl aid "the reher 

or
oa' t' tl h d advocate capacity bui lding \ hil e degrading he local capac I ~ 
::;, mza Ions on 1e one an 

the loca l r ad h eb en 1I cd t: tcn I\el) b) 
through brain drain on the other." Not to mention 
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heavy trucks to transport water and food for the re ug 

caused heavy degradation and damage on the local road . 

r a pr I ngcd pCllOd I hi". Ihlls . 

ke 111 rmanll Cl ollcdlhcscHads 

require majo r and minor repa irs to make th em operatl· 11a l ·111 til flltlll·". I I _ '- I CO\CI. Ihc prcscncl.! 

of rel ief operations and organi zati ons lured some int rnally di pi a ed I c I k II \' s) 0 thc stlld) 

area wi th expectation that food, water, health and oth r servicl; mi gh l hI.! a\ atlabk. I hiS 1;.IS 

created high population pressure around the elll m nl ar a . taled pll.!\ Il IIsl ', Ihe 

co ncentration of a large number of people in the study ar aha cr ated an 11 S cla l plOhkms 

In general, the presence ofrelief operations and hum anitari < n rga l1i /ati 11 , I", bOlh 'osls 

and benefit s assoc iated with them. However, it is diffi cult t m G ure lhe magnilude ( [ Ihl.! 'osls 

and benefi ts based on the existing data. Moreover, the c t an I b n fits r Ihe rl.!l lcf" opcl"ll )l1 S 

are debatab le issues between the reli ef organi zali ns and th h ts. The reli c or 'anl/,l\lOI1S 

advocate that in sp ite of some environmental problem , th ca l In e 'Idequa el bendill.!d fro m 

the reli ef operations . Believing that the ava ilability of m fa ilil alc <Iml sen Ices duc 0 the 

presence of the relief operations, the hosts emphasize the n gali impa t causl.!d by the relic!' 

operations. The following section, thus, deals with the local p rccpti ns rega rding he rcll cr 

operations. 

5.4 Hosts' Perceptions Regarding the Role and Impact of th e R Ii f pcratioll ' 

Tl 1
· . amOl1 0 the 1·11 hormants reoardin o the r Ie and impact of the relier 

1ere are C Iverse views ::> l' ::>::> 

. f tl e 'e li ef operati n , while the majori ty f 
operations. Some of them stress the positive aspects 0 1 I < 

tS and l)cncfit arc 
them scapegoat the relief operations. Still some olhers advocate that b th 

associated with the presence of the relief operations in the stud area. 

Infom1ants that advocate the positive aspect of the r li ef 01 crali n argued Ihat facllillc 

b I . II e a'ca a re ult f he r fugec 
and services that were not available before are now a un ani In 1 I 
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or relief operations, As these people stated, prior to the pr cncc the Idid 0pl.:l.llltlll , the 

locals did not have immediate access to health \ 1· ' I , va el am r ad tran I rt cn Ices I hll<;, the I chef 

Idl ng th c cr iCl!s to the I( cals flee operati ons' presence created access to these services by II' " 

of charge, through constructing and upgrad ing some of the en'l r putllng illdnc.:ct PIl!SSlI ll! 

on the local and regional governments to provide simi le r ~ r th ' loc,t\ 'Olllnlllllltll! 

Moreover, some feeder roads were also constructed by the r lief rga nl/ all ons I hese 1IlI00illailts 

also appreciate the reli ef organizations' capacity bui ld ing and a\ ar nc', rai sin) plO 'I aills . 

Those info1111ants opposed the above views, on th th r han I, argued that 1l10St or the 

reli ef operations have been geared to benefit the refu gee and pI' icl d a long a the rdu' ees alc 

present in the local environment, As a result, most of the ervic thc reli el rga lll/,lIlon an: 

temporary, According to these people, in compari son wi th th I tru tic n or the naturaln:sollr 'CS 

and the tremendous burden placed on the local service and fac iliti n aunt )(' thl.! pi I.!sl.! nce 

of the refugees and the reli ef operations, the contributi n 
(' th n.: lil.!r r 'ani/allons an: 

insigni fi cant. They added that the conective measure laken 
mil iga tl: the abo\ e-l11cllllOncd 

constraints by the relief organizations are so minimal and are lim itcd to en\ Ironl1H:ntal 

rehabilitation and up aradina some infrastructures, But the so ial an I ec n Ill ic 
::::> ::::> 

ts arc enllre ly 

ignored by these organizations. 

d I
, f ' t' s Co r their p or cxit traleg, Thc 

These info1111ants also blame the re Ie organlza Ion I' -

phases out alTangements , accordingly, were conducted with negoti ati n and dill maliC con tact 

f
e: 'I d tl 't' es s a re ult the refu!.!.cc a ct su·::h 

with concemed reaional aovernment 0 llCla s an au ·lon I ' ~ 
::::> ::::> 

cr to the local 
as health centers, water points and movable properti e have been hand d 

1 
" , 'd' h to I"euse them for the benefit f I ca l lopulation . Thl, 

aut lontles WIthout consl enng OW 

h
' h " f t t I"es and fac il iti e of e, -refugee camp aftcr the relIef 
mdered the sustainability of t e 111 ras rue II 

, I 'k B fu oe camp in the tud ar a I a a C III I Inl. 
operatIons ceased . The fOlT11er Harts 1e l - re:J 
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The facil iti es o f thi s camp could not be pllI ·1 I . n 0 scn'IC n I nil aner Ihe Idu 'cc \\CIl IlIllle 

Mo reover, the capacity building intervent ions f th rclie rgan l/Jllon .IIC 10 lI!.cd 011 

simple ski ll s and provision of some few materi al tl t . I ( 1a mi g 11 n I help I eals I run Ihe l: IsIIIl" 

fac i I i ti es aft er q uali fi ed staff left the area. What is more a S' ·I ~ and n.: uree lIsed b~ he lellel 

organi zations are not well registered and managed. This pc \ d Ihe \Va r r s( me (,{ sand 

refugees to take the assets with them when th e relief p ratl· 11 I' pr grams phased OUI \lo~1 '11 

the NG Os prov ide services in temporary offi ces eith r c n trueled fr III P 11 1l1lllelials 01 lentill" 

from the local people. As a result, they did not bu ild a fi xed ph y i <I I Slru tllle, \\11II.:h IS "(lIll" III 

be used afte r their program phased OLit. They also rLi n their 1"\'1 r 111 lh l! llislaill . .JIII~(/ Ill\\ n, 

either through their representatives from the refu g e r by mak in g a peril di 'al shOll \ ISII 

Another point raised by these inform ants i the li nk b 1\ n the relil! f OPl!fllt lons and 111\': 

regional development programs. To these people the d ign f the relief I eralion til I n)1 

consider the regional development programs. Local and regi nal auth ri tics P<111 iclpalloll in Ihe 

planning, impl ementati on and decision making I roces i minimal and informa l . \ CC(lldin ~ In 

these informants, there is no single body or depart ment , which i r sp n ib le fo r refu l!ce relurnee 

affairs on behalf of the local government or the people in th e regi nal struclure . Fillall , , Ihcy 

stated that the relation between UNHCR and variou relief rgani i'a li n IS S11100lh, bul 

compl ementarily weak. 

The third view tri es to compromi se the above t\\'o arguments <1) Ing lhal he relief 

b I t d bellefit s cc rding t Ihe C II1fonnan l Ihe 
operations and organi zations have ot 1 cos s an . . 

chie emenl In lh phere of health. 
positi ve impacts of the relief operations are undeniabl e. 

I GO ating in lhe area . The de lnlC cd 
education and water services are registered by t 1e I . s oper 

I I , · f sl uClUre are I11clhing 0 be negoll<1 cd 
natural resources and burdens posed on the oca 111 ra r 

. I I overnmental and int mali nal rganl/< lion 
WI t 1 the concel11 ed aovernmenta , non-g 

;:;> 

I reo\ cr . 
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al l reli ef organi zations should not be blamed for thc dcstrllcti nand misman:t 'Cl1lcnl 01 10 ",II 

reso urces as we ll as for lack of commitment. Some N seen hm'l: t be pi al ~cd 10 1 Ihc II 'Ill d 

deeds, Thus, acco rding to these people the reli ef , " ' olga nl zatl n ha l: the I lelHl al () a ~I ... I Ihc 

locals and to contribute for the loca l development 1-1 I ' owe er, \: la l th l: 111 is 'cd is COllll1lll 1l 1CIII 

and a bod y that periodically monitors and evaluates their act ivi ti and a hicvemenls, 

Summary 

Though the majority of informants of thi s stud y in t nth negali\' l: impacls of he lellef 

operations, the positive impacts are undeniable, Howcver, in rd r t reach C ,, ' llI sl\ e Il:SlIlt s 

about whi ch of the impacts predominates, we need well level p d indicat 1', and adequalc S(lCIO 

economi c in fo rmation conceming these impacts, ne c 111m 11 (n 'cllSlIS ti mon ' 1110 'I 

in formants is that the efforts of the relief organizations to miti ga t th e de trll ti\'c Impacts or thc 

refugees' are minimal. What is more, the phase-out strate;:, ie and 1I tain abil it )1' thl: Icll d ' 

projects are poor and failed to take the locals' capac it y and weak c n I11I C C ndll lO IlS into 

consideration, What is more, the indigenous knowledge als need dll c n iderallon \\ henc cr 

capacity bui lding programs are designed, However, the reli ef rga ni 7ali n havc p Slll\'ci 

con tributed towards the development and upgrading of ome in fra truclll re and fa ilil ie Among 

others, wate r suppli es, road upgrading and con tructi on , pro iding medi ca l eqlll plllcnl. 

d I d f'h statl'on alld a\ arene s ral ill !.! progr;Jlll . arc he 
construct ion of classrooms an eart 1 ams, a Jore ( ( ~ -

111 a 111 ones , 



CHAPTER SIX: THE HOSTS' EXPERIEN 'L ' A,"" I 'TRXI I" ; II':. 

TOW ARDS THE IMPACTS OF REFU AN I RLLl EF 

OPERATION 

I n chapter four and five I have attempted to 10 k I ' r ' , at tle Im pacts ( thc lefugecs : lid tile 

reli ef operations respectively on the socio-economic lives f the I '1'1' I I 1 ts. 11. C laptel, on tiC otllel 

hand, di sc Llsses the distribution of these iml)acts amono tile 11 t It 'll ' . I I to . , ( exa ml lleS tle latlon" 

ways by which loca ls responded to the refugees' impac t b th t indi\ idll al alld c Ik ctl\ e h; \ cis 

6.1 T he Hosts ' Ex periences 

Refugees are assumed to have di ffe ren t impact n the I (1 1 pe( pk . I ha t IS, SO IlIC Ilnst 

benefit fro m the refugee presence whiles some other h ult r th e urti cll 'ham bels II)I' () - " 

263; Kuhlman 1994:12 1; Sorenson 1994: 180- 182). The main purl' C rthi SlIb-paltI S, tllu s, to 

identify the hidden winners and losers due to the pre nc r mali reru ICCS and the ICII CI 

operations in the host community under review. Gender and \ calth , age and \ cahh , ,uca 1ll1d 

soc ial different iation are used to indicate the hosts' ex peri ence \ ith rega rd I the rerll gccs' 

Impacts . 

6.1.1 Disparities by Gender and Wealth 

The presence of refugees created different opportuniti es for the I ca l h ts dcpcndrng on 

their sex and wea lth. According to some key in form ants, cu tomaril \\' mcn in .0mal1 C1Cty 

.. b ' ld' ,' no "or sheep and goal . and etch ing firc\\ o d and 
j)erlOrm tasks such as house UI 1l1g, call to l' . ' 

f d t
· t ks lNeverthele ome \ men \ ere ahle to take 

water as well as a number 0 omes IC as . ' 

d 
ett trade acti iti e . The e arc, IIIler (I/ill, 

advantage of the refugees' presence and starte some P 

. . .]. f I I elli ng and I a makin g. 
firewood and charcoal sellmg, mJlk retal mg, C 1 a 



Pri or to the re fugees' presence most of tl ~ . , . 
1C olegO ll1g bu. Ines c · \\elC nil r,II1t111.11 III ,IH: 

hosts. CII 'a t business was practiced by few me H n. owev 1' , th da ', \\ men and "III 1.lke Ihe 

upper hand in this business. The ch'at business . t I I ,111 urn , C( t thc pcning fa nllmbel of lea· 

rooms which serve as a ch'at chewino place Po r b . or women r m b th urban and rlilal areas 

practice all these activities. Especially the femal e-headed hOll ell II arc in\ Ived In ch:lIcoal and 

firewood se lling. Ch'at selling and tea making busine ses ar d mina t d by p I lIIb:1II \\OI11en 

CI l <ll1t ISC S 1l p'i 110\\ C\ -:1, and girl s, The well-to-do women also run wholesale trade alld nl . I I' I 

there are husbands or families behind these women. ince h'o / hc\ ing i lIslI,,1I lakell In 

combination with a mixture of milk and tea, the demand ~ I' mil k il the markct IS hl vh 'I hi s 

created opportun ities for some poor rural women to bc in v Ivcd in mi lk sc ll in' bUSiness I\ SI(\ C 

from its money making role, the tea-making business cr at fa rable conlit i n') fOI 'Ills alld 

divorced women to have marriage partners. Schooling is anoth I' PP rtun it creatcd rO I gill s 11 

account of the presence of refugees. Informants reported that beG r th . ming rc U 'ees. hosls 

were not accll stomed to sending girls to school for variou cultural rca ns, II wcvcr, refu gl:l: 

girl s' participation in school created a competitive atmosphere I,: ith the h ts and thl pavcd th l: 

way for the enrollment of local girls in schools. Moreover, the in vo lvcment of s mc rl:fu gcc girl s 

in domestic services allowed some host women to pursue other task. Ri h \ men in urba n arcas 

have done thi s. Some services, which have been operating in thc area b humanilarlan 

organizations, have been used by some local women. Among other, antcnatal and po Inatal carc. 

famil y planning and awareness on FGM are the main ones. 
it i el af eclcd b 

r w men h uldcr 

Nevertheless, it would be wrong to assume that all host women are p 

the refugees' presence. This is due to the fact that both rural and ur an p 

most of the burden of the environmental impact. Due to the clearance f 

. f lOt 15 kms in sar h of fire\ d. Inlllarl _ .lhc ~ \\Jlk 
reSIdence place, they need to travel rom 0 
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rurtber to retch water during dry season As a· ' I . lesu t, th Y t I I n 1a e e'S tIme .lI1d 1:111:1 ' . tll 

pursue other endeavors. Moreover, sometimes they ar cx p cd t ral e and se. lIal.1 .\II1t dUllll • 

thi s long and tiresome journey. Since men LlsLl ally Sl) nel thcir tim ' tl I I ler 111 t 1C sell klllellt .111:.1 III 

ill the tow ns, the household responsibili ties savc . d . conom lc eCI I n rests upon \\Ollll:1l 01111: 

men also cont rol their wives ' businesses if they fo und them t b pr fitabk . 

Refugees are also becoming a th reat fo r loca l womcn In t\\' maj r \\ ,I S hr t. SlIlll: 

marri age with refugee women/girls does not entail paymcnts, I c I \: I11 CIl mentiolled that thell 

husbands would take add itional wives fro m the refugee. C nd, in c mcn pend a con. llklabk 

part of their time in towns, they usually expend a large um r 111 n y n igareltcs. and cit '(11 . 

whi ch economicall y deplete the household's incomc. Thi pra ti e 'ten arfe ted the lal11t1I1':s 

who have already been exposed to poverty. Moreovcr, mcn arc al u ccptl bk t) aknhnlIsllI. 

gambling and promi scuous sexual affairs whi ch in tu rn bring m hea lth pn hkms hOlh 10 Ih l: 

prac titi oners and their families . 

According to the information obtained from inten i e inter held \ ilh various 10 al 

in formants, the presence of refu gees benefited men rather th an \ men. That is. men take th t: 

li on 's share of the benefits in comparison with the burden that \: men h ulder. In the first plaet:. 

the cross-border trade, which was so popular and responsible fo r hi gh p pulati n n cntrati n in 

the study area, is entirely owned by men. The rich local men 0\ n r ta urant and s me retail 

trades such as merchandise shops. Some poor men are also in I ed in ol11e retai l tradec; . uch as 

ch 'a / and water selling. 

Whil e most of the trade activiti es in the towns are contI' li ed b the ri h m n, in the fural 

a
. I h f aees' labor to expand their ch'a l Ilantati n \\hich has 

, I eas, some wealt 1y men use c eap re u=> 
. . fi ' labor to pi ugh \ e d. and har\'c t theIr 

high demand in the local market. They also use Ie uge
es 

' 

d
. li s (Ella v calth men 111 urban area 

crop fanns as well as to tend cattle, and to Ig water we . 



havc constru cted shops, stores and houses, whi ch are th Ir mai n ur cs r In oml: \e ll .111: •• 1 \I 

dom inant in bo th casual and gainful employment M . 
. I oleo er, til tak thc rl!fll ICCS' pI C cn 'c Illto 

advantage to have add itional wives without marriage payment. hi cr alC flP IllllIlllCS fOi pOOl 

locals who had no adequate wealth to take additional wives pri r t lhc prc 'cncc or 1d"lIgcCS 

Negati ve ly, men are exposed (0 various anti social beha i r du c ) 1 ~I\'olablc LOl1dlllllb 

crea ted by the presence of refugees. These are C/i 'Of and cig r lle a Idicll t IlS , aicllhnh m .• 1Ilt! 

promi sc uoll s and pre-marital sexual affairs. Some men withdr(] \ n fr m lhell pas lOla I and" '10 

pastoral occup ations due to the push-pull factors a socialed lV ith th e pre nce l rdu"el:s 1111.':: 1: 

are mainly the rural poor who are pushed by the degradati Il lh ir Cil ir nment and some or 

them attracted by refugees' facilities and employment opp l1uniti c in the t wns I or IIH': 11 also 

represent the largest number of urban unemployed people. A a ping i11 ' hall ism, 'ome or th '111 

are engaged in begging and some others in th eft . In :;,cneral, man 

benefIted more than women as far as the advantages of th r fu ) ' I rc n erm:d. ,\ 111 011 g men. 

the ri ch are the main beneficiaries . Women are al 0 beli eved t h uldcr 11 1l1 ) ·t or the burdl:l1s 

assoc iated with the presence of refugees. The di sadvantage mo tl g 
to lhe pOOl rural \\ omen 

and female heads of households in urban areas. 

6.1.2 Disparities by Age and Wealth 

The refugees' presence also created different impact on the ho t depending on heir age 

. 1 . t the thesis el11plO ed G ur maj rage c.ltcgoncs. 
and wealth. In order to examme suc 1 an lmpac , 

. 1 d ld 'Iy The elderl y and in fan t ar the dC] ndenl group on 
These are mfants, youth, adu ts, an e er . 

the youth and adults who belong to the working age group . 

. . b th . tensive inter ie>; and gr up di cu i n dellC ed thai 
InfonnatlOn obta1l1ed from 0 111 

fc d b the refugee' pr encc In an .-
I) are badl y a Lecte 

the infants and the elderly are the ones v\ 10 

9 



and chil drcn suffer from lack of bal anced di et. Pri r to the prcsel1 e of lelU '\,.'\,.' , milk \ ,I 

abundant in the community. So locals had . bl . , no pi em 111 e ding their chlldlen . \Io\\c\Cr, the 

refugees' presence created scarcity of milk in t . wo ways - the high lemantl of milk In the m;lIkl.,t 

and the decl ine of li vestock productions due to sl ·t f 101 age 0 pa tur \ hi hi ' I1wll1l) .tllnhutcd ttl 

land cl eQ:raclat ion and assoc iated problems As a 'e It ~ . ( I SU , man infant and chlldlcn flom 10111 

, ma nut rtt lon . II \\'evel, thc 11 ,tis dId IlO famili es both in rural and urban areas were exposed to I .. 

deny that ARRA and UNHCR as well as other NGOs' IJlayc I . I ' . ' I' " I ( , I 111 prOVlt 111\1 eCllll' 1.:1\ IlC S 

r <. lC \\< rtt l.:l ha. oj) cn cd s01l1e to th e local ch ildren in cases of severe malnLltrl'tl'on I'll til 'I-I 

loca l infants and ch ildren benefiting from the feedi ng program RR , 

The elderl y, on the other hand, are victim of vari u r ugl.:c-rdatl.:d rlobl I11S . 'I hcse 

peop le usuall y depend on the young and adult age group G r ices I hc~ nt.:ed thl.' 

assistance of these gro ups for collecting firewood an I water, I king a cr attl\.: and Ilou 'h ln ' 

farm plots as well as many other services. In case of illnes ,cld r req uire the ~I.! I \ Ices or the 

youths and the adults , However, the development of Hor/51! ik and K ' lm/Jf'I'(l1! 10\\ ns and hc 

subsequent opportuniti es in the form of employment and th e a ail abi lit of ther CI\ ICI.:S 11Irl.!d 

many ad ult and young populations. This left many elder \ ith LIt caretaker, I hi ' prohkl11 

mainly affected the elderl y from poor famili es because they ha e n incomc t Ime laborer \\ ho 

are responsible to do such tasks. As a result, some elderl y peolle had t sh ulder OI11C of the 

above responsibilities at an age when they need the help of other . me of thcm are enoaged 111 

are fr 111 a 
tending goats and sheep. However, elderly people who has a better inc mc r \\ h 

II employ cheap refu
Q:ee or local labor 0 a t pcrG ml the ab \C-

we -to-do family usually ~ 

mentioned activities . The elderly people also mi ssed the tradi tional respc t thc~ '{pected t 

. . TI Iderl y are con idered b the ' un" tel'. a 
receive from the younger generatIOn. le e 

rad lll pal 

. t ell. nge ,\ . 1m' eldetl . 
d I es and are re Istant · -

peopl e who stick to cultural nonns an va 1I 
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in form ants ex p I ai ned when the youth are advi' secl t . r . f ( 0 I C 1' <1 111 r 111 ' I I \ 10 all11g I II; II adllloll." 1101111 

and va lues they respond sayin g -"no problem at all ". 

The adu lts and yo uth , on the other hand, havc () ~ t a bCll riP nunll Ihan IIllalll .Illd 

elderl y people . Th ey are the number categori es who enj oy d the cmpl menl ()PP()llllIllll~ 

created due to the refugees' presence, They joined in both ca I I ' I ( U ' lIl ( ga in u ernplo menl J "ese 

groupS compri sed the overwhelming majority of the whole al Irad r and parllClpanl. "' Ihe 

crosS border tr8ding, These are people who had enough cap ital b re Ihe refugees' presence 

Moreover, m8ny youth benefited from educati on 01 portu niti cre 'Hed lue I Ihe 1'clll 'L'e ' 

presence. As disc ussed before, the number of loca l yo uth p nicil ,Hin J in chI lin" \\'\S \l Y 

small. Ho\\ eve r, the refugees' presence boosted the morale ft h I ca l y ulhs I a!lend scll! 01 h 

creating compet itive conditions. Yo uths from w althy fa mi ly al 'Illende I IlIIOII ,,1 l"\.IS cs 

estab li shed by some locals in both Hartsheik and KebribellO), t \. n , II \ e er, Ihe maiolll: oj" 

dai ly labo rers, housemaids, wood sellers and other casual w rk r ar the p r from ulhan ,lIld 

rural areas, These groups are also those who are hi ghl y ex po d to anti cial beha\ lOIS such as 

alcoholi sm del inquency aamblina theft and pre-mari ta l and prol11 i u u sc. L1al a faIrs , I hey 
, ' :::;, ::;" 

are also victims of unemployment, begging, theft and treeti sl11 , The urban oulh c posed 

themselves to various social problems and anti social behaviors, which arc c n idered b~ mllll) 

hosts as the major threat fo r the disintegration of traditi onal norm and aluc , All In all. the 

Id [ I
'onl the pOOl' hallll' II' es, both in th e to\ n and the rural area, are 

e erl y and the children 1, 

considered to be the mai n victims that shoulder the burden of the refugee , 

6.1.3 Disparities by Area 

This section discusses the spatial distribution of the refugees' impact , Th dl ell . 1 n 

" h ' lpacts These are Rural- r an 
uses three major dichotomies to mdlcate t ese In ' 

rb n- ' rban and 
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Rura l- Rural The first dichotomy deals with th I' ·'b . e ( IStil lIl1 0n 0 the impacl. bcl\\eell Ihe IlIr •• 1 .tll I 

urban areas. In this regard the study compares /-f . 'I ./ {{ liS l ell, and 'hril 'yo}, I \\ ns as \\ ell .. I m.t! 

areas in the vicinity. The urban-urban dichotomy tl h , on le 01 er hand, 1111 ale and (Il l .• I Ihe 

distributi on of the refugees' impacts between /-farlsl el" I v I . 1" cl nc I\ e mh '.)'o}' l "ns. h n.tli . Ihe 1111.11 -

ru ral dichotomy compares the distribution of the refuoe ,. ~ e Im pa l am ng ll1\.: rural \ ill .• ' . 

A) Rural- Urban Dichotomy 

According to the key infomlants of this study, the pre nc r ugec' has COlllIll II lc!l 

for the expans ion of Kebribeyah town and the development [ llartSll ik I \ n. I he IIkg.tI ClOSS · 

border trade and high population concentration in both wn \ er real l.;d '< 110\\ Ill' l hI.: 

appearance of the refu gee influxes. Aside from the illega l-cr b r Ier lra k , rl:fugcc: L.II111.: \\ Illl 

their hu man and soci al capitals, which were responsible for th rapid eX I ansi n anti tb'cl pml.:l1 l 

of these to\\ ns . Va ri ous social and economic servi ces, whi ch ar n \ t Ihe h .15, als( ilppC'II~d . 

A number of local people al so joined both in casual and gain-full mp l menl crcatcd duc \( thl.: 

presence of refu gees. What is more, many people are als In 1 ed in inc me gCllcratln' 

businesses. Various public bu ildings and residences were also buil t in these t \ ns. -d ucatlo n, 

health and water services were developed. Both the poor and the ri ch have g I acce 0 n:fu 'ce ' 

services such as water, medication, employment opportuniti and educali nal er\, lcc ' Thosl! 

people who can afford also lise private health services--clinic, drug tore and phannaclc . The , 

are also the main owners of many wholesale and retail trade ac ti iti e in the 1\\ 
to\ ns. 

LI fcr from cosls 
d 1 

towns and the settlement area 
Conversely, rural areas aroun tlese ' 

. c t' so il ero ion an 1 \ ater drain. among olhcr . . 
assOCIated with the refugees' presence. Deloresta lon, 

ha
ve played their 0 \ n part in the delcri r 1I n he 

are the major ones. These activities 

I
. and aOTO-past rlai m. The ex inclI Jl 

livelihoods of the rural people - pastora Ism ~ 

f Ihe. l! 
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li ve lihoods is responsible for pushing man y rural \'outll 
J a nd ad ult nh:n to III I 'I ate 10 the .• hO\ I.: 

mentioned towns and other parts of the reo ion It I · ' I 
::;, . 1<1 as aggra at d the magnitude of IIIIal 

IJoverty in the area. The mi grants from rural areas al . 
< 0 COl11pn cd c rtain Se '1111; nl l f l ite IIlhall 

poor, unemp loyed and beggars . 

Urban centers also share some f tl Ole cost ass ciat d \ ith the ll! rugl'l!S' pIC ell e 

Informants notecl that the concentrat ion of hi gh popul ati n br ught Ill l! S CIO l! 'OIlIlI1I1C 

problems for both J-!Clrtsheik and Kebribeyali towns. B th t \\ n u l! r (10 m proStltutlOIl. 

alco holism, and delinq uency. Begging, street isl11 and un cl11pl ment arc also rampant ill tltl.'se 

towns. Sanitation and hOllsing problems are also cOl11 l11 on. M r r, th e tll ban pl!op lc slI l k . 

from shortage of fire and construction wood. Generall y, urban 

with rural areas (Badiya) are more benefic iari es and Ie bur len d \ ith th e rc lI gee II npa ' ls I he 

majority of the rural poor and certain disadvantaged po I' fr 111 th t \ n 1I l! r fro m the costs 

assoc iated with the refugee presence. Most of the informant appr ached b th is stud y slt .ll e the 

above view. 

B) Urban-Urban Dichotomy 

Wi th reaard to the urban-urban dichotom y, !-Jar/slieik t wn v a m re r a benefiCia I'; 
=> 

than Kebrieyah town on account of the refugees' presence. !-Jar/sli ik v a a mall \'llI age pri or tn 

the refugees' presence. Shortly after the coming of refugee, this small ill age dC\'e l pcd mto .1 

I " -( s (B lli/i]OI and l1111o l!iing bu Inc s 
small town. Informants reported that the sto en pl opel Ie I ,,-

act ivit ies are the main factors for the rapid development of th e to\ n. 
di us ed prc\'iou ly, the 

d 
. I " rces with them The r fu gec Pcr l1al good 

refuaees had brouaht both human an socIa lesou . 
::;, => 

d . 1 lllal"kct clltcr a the heart or the . hId "eated use materia and some Belliliqo propertIes t us, 1a CI 

present Hartsheik. Additionally, since the town is located ab ut 
6 km r 111 "thl -.ol11ah 
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border, ra vordblc co nditi ons for thc Ilorlslieik /J erI> I ' (; lIl llk" altr"d~ I()Ut ~ \\.Is ·1\.'.Il~d 

These ill ega l business activities attracted ' b a nUIll cr bu inc S I)" I f I y pI.! 10 III (Iff 1 ~11l1.llt 

of th e country. In order to serve the demands of tl . . ,c e CI II, rca In" I1Iraband trmkl .llld 

res idents of the town, stores, hotels, restaurants shops and bl' I '1 \. , pu Ie )UI t lI1g and I eSldencit: \\ 1:1 e 

built by wealth y indi viduals . What is more, transpon operati n fr m !lorl.\IIC'lk to ./111"11 .lIId 

from Hartshelle to f-Jargeissa also developed. These l'OlltC I . 13 tenct! hI gh m blllt or p Ip"latlOI\ 

in the area. 

HarlClsh eik had many socio-economi c infras truclUrc, which are care ill olll\.:1 1O\\IlS of til \.: 

Somali Regional State, even the regional cap it al JUi o. III C )mpal iso ll \\ Itll 1\(,/1, t/WI lilt 

Harl5heik hosts refugees that have close kinship ti c with tile I ca l pe I Ie .. ' II1C~ lo .. tls alld 

refugees belong to the lssaq clan, they share the ava il abl r t gelher. \ hal IS mOle. th e 

[-farlsheik refugees were industrious and business min led ", c tlte wele 110m lllball 

backgrounds. Thus, these refugees using their human and soc ial rc urCL! had pill ~d a 'I~allok 

for the development of the towns. They had contributed t bui lding hu ge . l re . n!sll1lllanl . 

shops and maintenance centers for vehicles and electron ic equipment. 

Kehribevah on the other hand benefited less from the refugees ' pre ence. 'I he refu gees III 

- ' ' 

Kebribeyoh have no immediate clan ties with the loca l pe pi e. 
a rc ult , the IIlleracllOll 

b h I
· h" I . t f c -ex l lcn e. The rcfu gees 111 

etween the two groups is limited. T ere atlons Ip IS a so JUs 

Kebribeyah are in most case the former Siad Bare sold iers. The came \\'ith empt.' hand . \ s ,I 

result , their contribution to the development of the to" n i n t 
ignl fican!. Rather the 

I 
. I d lopmenl f the t \\'n . II WC\ er, his 

Harlsheik illegal business played a pivotal ro e 111 t ie e e 

does not mean that Kebribeyah does not benefit from the refugees' pre en e. The I cal benefi 

H II 
. ~eeding pr gram and \\ alL!r UI phe 

f 
. .' t tl ec;uaees ea t 1 ser\' lce J' 

rom vanous servIces given 0 le r 11 0 . 

b beneficiary f I ipcd \\ a cr. hrough 
are cases in point. Currently, Kebribeyah has ecome a 
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UN I-ICR assi stance. Furtilermore, in compal'I' 0 11 . with I/Ilr/.lltel'· L ' I I II I'. (' 11"1 1('1 all II,". Ilkllt h .l \ 

il1lmediate access to refugee fac ilities si nce the . . ~ Y dl C ollnel al ace. Ibk di stance, hH III t.IIII:\.', 

the refugees' sc hool is establi shed inside the prcm isc r th I al seh I I he Icfu"\;c hc.llth 

center is also estab li shed in front of the local hea lth centcl·. '1' 11 '1 math.: e nthll on. f.l\ ol.lbh.: til 

reuse the fac iliti es when the refugees repatri ated to their counlr II in all, I/llIl.lltClk \\:\ <; hcllCI 

poised to benefit from the refugees' presence, th an K bribeya lt . Thi i be 'ause I/tir/Shl/A. had 

access to various refugees' resources, illegal busines r lite an I a ti iti c .. 

C) Rural-Rural Dichotomy 

In terms of the Rural-Rural dichotomy, some ru ral arc' lib tantiall ' hendited \\ IIde 

some others were affected negati vely by the refuge 'pr\; 11 c. Rural (JIClIS, \ III ' II ,li e ,Idlll 'cnt 

to th e tow ns and the settlements, benefited from vari olls rVlc 1 r vi led t the rel'l! 'ees - walcl, 

health, feeding and education. For instance, Bell }'ele and Dulac! in l/orlshc'lk and /)('1/ ('/1(/ 111 

kebribeya are rural areas where refugees are settled. A a re L11 1, 111 

are concentrated in these areas. Aside from this, loca l were al empl ed in me lefu 'cc 

structures as guards and cleaners. What is more, large earth dams v r 
11 ructed in these areas 

- two in Dlillad and one in Deneba settlement areas. 

Negati vely, a number of local vi llages whi ch are found v ith in a - I kill radit:s of the 

two towns and the refugee settlements are affected by the refu g e ' presence. 
' a t an.:as of 

vegetation were cleared for fire and construction wood fr m the e area. 1 he refugee als 

oi I cr ion ami 
destroyed fa1l11ers' fences and water wells (Ellas). The e area are ex 1 sed I 

. . h ' t tors fo r the determinati on f live t ck and cr p 
pasture land degradatlOn, whIch are t e ma1l1 ac 

r efuge 'in b th elllcment 
productions. Areas like the Jerrer valley had been a water sour e l' r r 

areas and for the residents of Kebribeyah and Harlsheik to\· ns ~ r th la t 1 

car . cc rdll1g to 



the Regional Water Resource Developmcnt B urenu, thc \ <l tl:r POll:I111.tI 01 the .In.'.1 I I \.'111 . 

drained from tim e to tim e. Many water well s have alI'cad . . y b cn drall1cd . In a 1111lshdl. mall. Itll,ll 

vill ages are badl y affected by the refuoees' prese 1'1 
t:> nce Wl i eery ili a 'C , ,,hl ' h ,lie IOC.flCd .It 

a short distance from the settlement areas and the l o t b . . W 0\ n , 0 ta llled r -!atl \ C belH:lits 

6.1.4 Disparit ies by Social Differentiation 

Hosts' experi ences with the refugees' pre ence al 

differntiation. In this regard, the thesis tr ied to consider h peri en e ill II 1\11 of \\ callh, 

occupati on, education and clan. Accordingly, wealth y host able t tak e ad alllil'C of th l: 

economic opportuniti es created by the refugees' presenc . They LI d th eir a' umula ed Il:Sllll l 'l:S 

to bu ild profitable shops, restaurants, houses and store. Th y al in estcll in buslncsscs su'h .IS 

smuggling, transpo rt operations and earth dam construction. m wealth mel1 C en len l llllic\.'s 

and vehicles to the reli e f organi zations. They also u ed I II \ at er I \ ns peopil: and the 

refugee re li ef operations. Conversely, the poor are affecled b hi gh liVing. I hey ,ue 

fo rced to pay much higher prices for basic suppli es such a all , 
d, and a nllmhel l/' 

other food and non-food items. Some poor were al 0 ab le I lake ael anlage r the refll gl:l:s' 

presence to sell firewoo d and charcoal as well as to wo rk as ca L1al mpl crs in SO l1le bllSlnl: 'S 

activi ti es . Generally, the poor were exposed to unemployment, begging strccli 111 and a nlll1lbl:r 

of other soc ial problems while the wealthy enj oyed the benefit from lhe refugec. ' I rc cnCl:. The 

local poor also compete for some labor works with the refugees \ ho rcque I Ie s pa mcnl Ihan 

them. 

n1e1
'chants benefit d more th an I a I ralt I · amI agro­

With regard to occupation, 

I d ItJ1 
due lO the ill ega l US1I1C acll\ IIIC , \\ hI h 

pastorali sts. Many merchants accumu ate wea 

I· th olher hand. dnft d fr III hCII 
were rampant in the area. Pastoralists and agro-pastora 1st , on 
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occupati ons due to the encroachment of' til ' . I I ell a ll C for I s It . l11 el1l 'In'>I IU ' llon .llId.1 .1" 1111 0 1 

deforest at ion and lack of grazing land. Theses occllpali nal gr up als compllsed Ihe hi 'h\! I 

number of the rural-urban mi orants They als . v . (0 conSIst r the large I numbe l of Ihe III h.lIl 10lll. 

unemployed and beggars. Moreover the I)astorall' t . I r , sane arm r u fer rr( m lin ail lei illS o f Il ade 

wi til merchan ts . 

In compa ri son with people who \Vo rk in caSLl al Clll1 1 111 rH , IIH , e \\ h , II e en ,;! 'cd III 

ugec pl l.! . enCl! . 1l! 'i\sua \\lll \"el S gain Cui empl oyment are better placed to benefit from Ihe I'er ' . 'I I I 

, . SlI ,l often compete for jobs whenever there are some 0 11 the mark et L" . II I hl!) \\ 01 \" ft ll Ill\\ 1.:1 

payment. The workers in gainful employment, on th th r hand , n:: ' ci \ e l!11l!r salall l!s Ihan the 

causal workers and enjo y a relat ively better life than Ihe ca ual \ rkl.:r : I hl! c IsIS or li\ in ' ale 

also usual ly affec ted the casual workers. 

Non-government organizations' employees are al r Ih an g verl1 l11l! IH 1.: 1111 10 ' t.: ·s 

due to the presence of the refugees. GOs employees cnj hi gh- alar I a 111 1.:nts and lead 

lllxury lives. On the contrary, the govemment employe 
u r~ r r m thl! hi 1\1 osts or It\ 111" 

created due to the refugees' presence. Most of the gove rn ment empl yel! do not l!arn iHkqll ale 

sa la,ir::s to cover their monthly ex penses. Of all the cxpcn , h using rent , ~ d and firt:\\ ood 

expenses challenge the lives of these employees. Among th e e emi l cc tl!ach l!r, I cal 

adm in istration workers auards and cleaners are the categorie r the pe pie \ ho u rfcrcd rn ,'i t 
' v 

from the high costs of living. 

I I I a 'e 111' oh SCll I and c Ile ,e graduale. 
In the context of education, those oca s W 10 I :::> 

benefited more than non-educated and non-hi gh school graduates a 
a resul t r the refu gee 

h as camp co rdinal r , ad 111 1111 lral r , 
presence. The educated group occupied posi ti ons suc 

. . '1 d health and nutrition \ rker . The c arc h ighl ~ paid 
superVi sors, fi eld aSSistants, counCI ors, an 

. . d I Is occupi ed po it i n uch a luard, cleaner, 
POSItions. Whereas, the non-educate oca 
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J1l Csscnge rs ~ Ind daily laborers, 

With respect to kinship [ssaq clan's b 
' mem er in Ilort ," ik bl: l1c i lcd I111He Ih.tll '''\~III\ II/ 

Kehribe)'oh, As discussed before these clans I b 
' ( laVe ' een h ti ng r fUll ces r rlhe 1a!>llh . 1:.t1!> III 

their spec i fic areas. The [ssaq in Hartsheik had beell 
h ti n!, Ih l: rcfu 'CeS \\ ho .lIe Ihell 

immediate relatives and belono to their clan As a res It tl . 
" ( . U , leyenl nall1 b til thc Cl sIs .lI1d hl.:l1dils 

with the re fugees. These refugees have played a greater r Ie in til (I " 1 
~ "" pmcI11 of //lIr1\III',A h. 

contributing their socia l and human capital. The AbsklluL in K bril ' ' 1'011 . , 11 Ih l,; lHhcl h.lIlll, h,1\ l' 

been hosti ng refugees with whom they have no close kin hip Ii 
1I Ic. ull, Ihl: h,I\C 1101 

benefited from the advantages that one has to get from hi s/her cl rclati, c I UIOl1lhl'COl1tl.tl), 

th ey are re li eved from burdens to be imposed on them due t cl e kin hip IIC . 

To synthesize, the refugees and the reli ef operat i n hav pCI1 l!d lip I pOJl lllli li l:s lill 

hosts depend ing on their gender, wealth, age, educati on, kin hip and ar 'a . Ac rdin II~. I11CI1. lile 

rich, the yo uth and adults, full time and NGOs workers a >; II a urban arl:as alc mosllv 

benefited. COl1\ ersely, women, the poor, the elderly, casual and g v I11lll cnta l , rkl!ls .IS \\ 1: 11 a ' 

the rural areas were burdened with the presence of refugees and rei ie pcrali ns. 

Some of the above variables are interdependent. For instan , \ ea lth has str I1 g IlI1 k ' \\ nil 

gender and age. That is, men were able to ex ploit the presence r refu gec and rdi l!r rc ' OllICl!<; 

better than their counterparts. Some women became worse off duri ng th e refugee' pn: l!ncc ~or 

, I-10k s to co ll ect fir \ d. 1110ng thl!\\ l!allh .\. IIlstance due to deforestation women trave)- 111 , 

the yo un g and the adults comprise the overwhelming majoriti e , Iderl ho I \ ere n I ahlc lO 

d 1 M e al 0 d minan t th 111 g.1I11 III and benefit in the some way as the youth and the a u ts . 1 en weI' 

, luch from the e \ ork as Ih ir unlerpart did 
casual works. Women were not able to gam as n 

also doml'nallt I'll both causal and gainful \\ rk . \\'llh regard 10 
The youth and adults were 

k
' , I tl Abs/wl This is becau Ihal lil ' I sa J. h I Ihelr ()\\ n 
IIl ShlP, the /ssaq benefited better nan le ' . 
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close kin . They share the ava il ab le reSOlll'ces t I oget leI'. Mol' er, th cSl: Ie fu "ecs \\ ere hll 1111; 

and in cl ustria lmincl ed and had contributed a lot fo ' tI I I 
I 1e (eve pm III f I lrmsh(,t~ t )\\ II I hm c C;I. 

the Abskul s, ill Kehribeyo!J host clan whi ch 'n I " 
, d 11 t t1 II' 1111111 di atl.! kin .• I femer. Ih(' 

Kebriheya!J re fugees are ex -Si ad Bare so ldiers who ca . I me IV lt 1 empt hands. II \\ 1.! \ l.!r. Ihl.! IlIk III 

kinship dose not affect the hosts' relation with refugees based n g I1 dl.! r, \ I.!ahh , ,1"1.' and olhcl 

variab les stated above 

6.2 The Hosts' Strategies 

In the preceding section of this chapter di scussion wa mad ab li t the i. trrbutl Cl Il 01 the 

socio-econom i c i l11pacts of the refugees among the local ho t . In th i part , the thesis anal ICS tl H: 

di ffe rin g strategies that the hosts have developed tOlVard th e I' fugec ' imp" t .. I\ ccmdin ' to 

Wi thaker (1 992:2), in response to the refugees ' impact , h i. c dilTcrcnt . tlilk" l ·s to 'aliI 

access to incoming resources and to maintain access to their wn reS uree . In vil.!\\ of lhl s. lhe 

stud y tries to see the hosts' strategies by dividing them into tIV l11 aj r pa l1 : c lie tf\ l.! tlal c 'I CS 

and individua l strategies. Thus, the following discussion is pre ented ba ed 11 lhi dichot my 

6.2.1 Collective Strategies 

The communal strategies are the reactions of the hostin g c ml11u nit as a \ h Ie 1 \\ aids 

the refugees' impacts . In thi s regard, the hosts employed three maj r strategie : pea cful 0-

ni stence, peaceful resistance and lobbying. The principal ac tor 
In the e lralegle. "II.' 

representatives of the local people such as elders, clan leader 
th e I al and the I eglon.1I 

governors. 

a) Peaceful co-existence 
f h fu g e ' I re nee. It major 

The hosts had used this strategy at the initial stage 0 t e re 

d 0 111 111 dating them a the. mall 
. . J: I tIne by treati ng an a 

pnnclple was to make refugees lee a 101 
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traditi on ,Int! the Islamic order demand (S/iaria) Acc ' 1· . 
, . Ol( Ing to til l strat e I " ilo<;t<; hdlc C Ih.1I Ih\.: 

refuuecs are re lati ves who left their home due to persec t· d 
o 1I Ion an ar Ihu eeklng pea 'clul h:1\ ('1\ 

31110n u their clan s. Moreover, the hosts' view tlll'S pI'ob le 
, 0 111 a t 1111 rar ince the leru 'ec \\ tI' 

return soon after peace is restored in their home. Thus, the I ca l v \ d \ ilh Ihemseh cs S) .IS II) 

get along \\ith the refugees with tolerance and sharin g wi lh them \ h,ll c\ er ICSO ll l'Ces Ih\.' 

possess. The refugees also appreciated thi s strategy. One refuge\.: inG rlll allt expl :llllcd Ihe h) l.' 

hospi talit y and to lerance as follows: 

"One of the very important usefullhings that we secured here i the peace hat we had Illl~ ~'d ,I 

home . The host communities treat LIS in peaceful way in pite r the tremendous 'ust» ", () ' Iall'" 
\\·ith our presence. They provided us with a large eltl ment area b dl»plac lI1g Ih ' Oi l '1I1al 
o\\ners. We al so destroyed local fences and lVater w \I . £//0.1' . In addit ion , \\ C ha\l' hl'~'11 
consu mlllg thei r natural resources - vegetation and water ~ r the I, st I ) ycars. /\ s a 1l'"lIit a \ a I 
area of vegetation is cleared and their water resource is c1eplctin '. II we"cr, Ihe host..,' tol 'l.lI1l'l' 
and treatments still are continuing" (Yusuf Wayen Muhamma I, I efu 'cc ' OI1lI11I11 'C ha ll 111,111 , 

Kehribeya/z Refugee Camp) . 

By and large, though this strategy allowed the hosts t lead a r lative peacd"ull ) It Ii.: \\ 1111 

the re fu gees. it cou ld not protect the ever-growing s cial, ultural , econ ll1 IC POlItlc,l l and 

environmenta l costs associated with the refu gees' presence. 

b) Peacei'ul Resistance 

. t d ith the r fu gee ' pre cncc and th t: 
Cognizant of the magnitude of the costs assocla e \ 

hits de el ped a new lrateg kn \\ Il ,I'­
drawbacks 0 f the peaceful co-existence strategy, t e lOS 

. . b d two maJ· orp rinciple . The e are c 
peaceful resis tance. ThiS strategy was ase on 

t l11lnl l11l1.1110n 

and bene fi t maximi zation. 
I ll1inil11 iLalion prinelJ Ie l1lalnl~ 

the key infomlants of thi s study, 11e co I According to 

. . (on of the cu ltural norl11 
focLl ses on con flict resolutIOn and preselva I 

and valuc . Vlth rc. pc I n 

this princi pl e, the hosts negotiate with the refugees b 
call in ,:, all in ormal rc fugl.:l.:-ho. 1 

b h the I al and Ihe rcfuccc 

The S
hir consists of elders frol11 t 

coordination meeting (shir). 

109 



comillun iti es , Th e " Ii i,. sees cases produced I G . 
)e orc It based 011 the trati ltlll ll Or lhL . (1ll,I II l ll hul 

Competit ion fo r scare resources and violati on of 
some cu tomar la\\'s ',\ 1'" " me 01 Ihe .. , l' 

often seen by the refugee -host coordination meetil ° TI . ' 
1"" lele I al an lher c rdlnall oll Illedlll I 

(committee), wh ich comprised members from local ad ' , , ' 
mlnl stl atl n rcfu gee amp ad mll11slI.1I1 01l 

(ARRA), UN HCR fi eld office and the refuoee committee '" , '" leples nlatl ves, \ hlch I Ie pon Ihle III 

see and control \ arious economic social and political issues' th I ' In e ell ell1elll areas. I IO"'e\ CI , II 

is the slllr whi ch is oft en sllccessful in reso lving most di srupti v I' lali ns belween Ihe II ,li s ,lIld 

the hosts, 

The bend !t max im ization principle, on the other 11'In(/ , impli l.! ' Ihe h( SIS' clloll III 

increasing access to \'a riO llS relief resources, The hosts very orten tak e th e I re cncc )f sOllle Icltci 

orgalllzatlons in to advantage so as to upgrade long-neglecte I in ra trllcturc and 'Ol1sl luct 11 '\ 

infrastructure, UNHCR, for instance, dug some water we ll s, rehabi litate me r ad and constl ucl 

footba ll fi e lds and furnish some local schools with educational mat rial and de k , It ha ' al (l 

constructed some classrooms, Local heath centers also recei\' material a i tan 'e from the . anle 

organi zzll ion UN HCR also created access to \Vater not only for c Il1l11 un il I11 cmb 'rs hilI al n 10 

local social in stitlltions like mosques, churches and govern ment Ili ce , ther Idlel 

organ iza ti ons were also involved in assisting th e hosts in their capac ities, e pecia ll by c real l n ~ 

employment opportunities , However, as some loca l inform ants di losed, all the c ron11S r 

. . r h t term The r\'lce 111 I en'll I \\ hen the 
assi stance often benefit the host communities lor a s or - , 

refugees repatriate to their country. The Hartsheik experience ha pro ed thi , A 

, " roui'am ha made the I ca l t lhlllk over 
accordll1g to these infolmants, the onset of repatnatlon P 0 

I 
th "socio-economic Ii c , Thi lh ughl, Ihl! , pll hed 

t l e long-term impacts of the refugees on ell 

I . 'th the refuoees' im pact , 
t 1e locals to seek pel111anent solutIOns WI '" 
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c) LObbyill o 
, b 

As a durabl e soluti on to the 10 t , ' ng- elm ImpaCts r th re ugec tl 11 Ie S '10 eCO/1o/l1I C 11\ C 

of th c hosts and the natural resource fh so t e arca, the ho 
\ r pu, hed to e ll ',I 'e 1/1 lohl ) III ' 

Jc ti viti cs According to the group di scllssion he lei \\'ith th e I 
Ca lin r rln:tnts somc '1IllipS IIch . IS 

elders, loca l govemors and various reoional ' ' 
~ (govelnm ent bocll ha c bccn t:nga 'cd In lobh Ill" 

act ivities, These lobbyists often take eI' fD' , ' ( I, eten t t Il lms - mc ling I I' 
I " pant: (ISCIiSSIOIIS :tlld 

\\o rkshops in to advantaoe in order to brief tl ' I ~ Ie sustalne chan gt: in thc 10 ai's 11\ 1: blolllll1t h 

the long-term presence of the refuoees and t , I . , ~ ( o lequest t IC rchab il ltati n t!leld'lIgl:eollllp.llll:d 

areas, This is usually forwarded to UNHCR ' d I ' I' r " an otl I r I )rganl/all ( n" donors : IS \\'ell ,I 

concemed government organi za ti ons both at th e nati nal and r gional levcl. 

Both the local and the regional govern ors ha\' hcld \'ari LI 111""I·lllg. I "" ane \\ 01 ksl10ps \\ I 11 

LJNHCR , ARRA, NGOs and GOs have been operati ng in th refu gees j1r ) 'rams in the.1I .I , 1'01 

instance, in a round table meeting held on October 20 2 am ng the rcpre ntatives I r I ' 1]( 'I , 

ARRA. ancl different governmental and non-governmental rgani7ati n in .I111.!!,(1 tln\ n, 011\.: 

official from the SNRS made the foll owing speech, 

" .. , In a search for durabl e solution to th pl ight of refuge s. voluntary repatnatlOll has hl'l'l1 
Implemented by UNHCR in co-ordination with the Ethiopian overnment and thl' ,Ill hOlltle III 

l\'o rth wc:s t Somali (Somaliland) since 1997, The: achie\'e:ment · of the repatnatlOl1 operation c.ln 
only be success fu l and long last ing if it goes hand in hand \ Ith the rell1tegratlon 01 I- hlopl ,~ n 
rc:turnees and IDPs in to their vil lages of origin, .. .. Re:fugee amps and cttkment In 11111 t 
cases were established in envi ronmentally frag ile area ' , ,,, Gro\ 111£ p puiatwil (lIKal ,lIld 
refugees) wreaks havoc to the envi ronmental ba lance \\ here growth 111 demand lor fllel -wood 
and grazing land resul ts in deforestation and erosion.. .. FUI1hermore, the udden do\\ 11 1/l11I.! 01 

lJNHC R in 2004 could have very seri ous effects on th local ec nomy. urrentl), he on gOIllt! 

proh ibit ion on smuggling items has an econom ic impact n illega l trader and thell oepcnden 
benefic iaries including the local market. Thi require the rehabilitation of thl: 
refugee/returnee-impacted areas to readdress the imbalance that ha e re ulted from hI) 'tllll.! 
large numbers of refugees for more than a decade, Ther,c~ re , I \\ould like 0 ola\\ . OUl 

atten ti on to the fact that if we are committed to break the an u yc le f refugee returnee ' and 
tackle the root causes of poverty which is a key fac tor ~ r t~e cr'atl n 0 fer lie ground for he 
creation of refugee/IDPs prone situation. To a\'old thl there I n alternall\ ether han a I me 
the impacted areas through area development program, Th r ~ re, the ,follo\\lne ,cc or. ,II C 

proposed for donors ' consideration and funding for the r h billtatl n f refugee and returnee 
, t d 'SNRS E lvl'ronmenta I rehabIlitatIOn. r ad, ,,,aler. eduea Ion. he,llth. 'apaci . 
lI1lpaC e areas In : 1 
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bu ilding and lI1come generation" (Bashir . 
SNRS, 21 October 2002) . Abdul ahl , the Pa t ral I c ell pllll:lll • cctm I k. d, 

Moreover, the mayor of Hartsheik town , Mohamm d 
hm d and the I I:plll 

Admini strator of Kebribeyah District Reshid Abd ' I' I ' I, ( I C osed that the h !11ll1 l1nll • and he 

local governors have been attemptina to draw the atte t' f 
b n Ion 0 cone rn d g cnlmelllal and Ilon-

governmental organizations as well as international organi zati 11 prcpallllg ;lIl l li S 

development proj ect proposals. These proposals were focu d n agri ull ural and 11( n 

agricultural activities, environmental and infrastructure rehab ilit ti n a \ d l as apaCil 

building. 

In response to the locals' repeated complaints and requ II R ha inltIat · I SO 111 I.! 

environmental rehabilitation efforts through nursery establi hm I1t r 

constructi on and energy saving stove dissemination. UNH R ha al ee l1 engaged 111 

upgrading roads, health centers and schools. Moreover, rehabil itati n and impa t a. se. Sl11cnt 

studies were made by ARRA and UNHCR in 1999 and in 200 re p RJ A's 

study was focused on the rehabilitation and reconstruction of the r fu gee im pacted area, 

UNHCR's study was targeted on environmental status analysi ( ii r the app ral al 

associated with the long-tenn presence of refugees in Awubere and K brib 'oli dl tric ts. rhe 

results of both studies depicted that the long-term presence of the refugees in the tud regl n 

has caused a devastating impacts in the spheres of social, economi c and en ir nl1l cnt. The e 

studies al so made recommendations regarding the rehabilitati on and de el pm nl pr gram In 

the refugee impacted areas of SNRS. 

Nevertheless the hosts are still not satisfied with what ha been accompl i hed , 
rar by 

. fI t f thi stud e, plained ha he 
UNHCR and its implementing partners. The key 111 orman s 0 

b UNH R e pe iall the en\ If omental 
rehabilitation programs, which are being carried out y 1 
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rehabilitati on programs, are not effective. Assistance giv n ill 
~ th r ph re I ' aLl! IImll d 11 

aeneral, the rehabilitation programs of UNHCR a 
=> re not comm 11 ural \ ith Ihl; C SiS r the 

refugees. As a result , the locals are continuing their effort in lobbying di rl;l1I g \'l;fIlnH:Jl ,II 

and non-governmental organizations so as to rehabilitate the ref . d ugee Impactc area . 

6.2.2 Individuals Strategies 

Tn the preceding part of this chapter, discuss ion was mad n th e Irall;gic. , \ hleh ale 

used at the co llective level concerning hosts reaction toward the impa I re llgl;C ' II I .!lso 

important and relevant to see hosts' strategies at the individual level. Thi part , thll I ' d vOled tn 

discuss indiv iduals' responses towards the refugees' impact. There ar a l1um r ICS P nses <II 

individual level. However, the study limits itself to di scus onl y lh tralcgil; , \ hi h al . 

widely practiced by many individual community members. 

6.2.2.1 Integration into the Relief Operation 

According to key informants of this study some loca l inl grate them e1V\! 

refugee reli ef operation in different ways. Among others, employm nl registering a 

and purchasina refuaees' ration cards. Let us see each of these strate)es in detai l. 
:::> :::> 

A) Employment 

1111 thc 

r\! u g\!C . 

Some individuals took the presence of refugees to th eir ad anlage III ecu ring j bs. Th..:_ 

• • J", I I vlTIent opportuni tie a ail ab le in differc11 relief 
engaged 111 both casual and ga1l11U emp Or 

. . . ' . h area While the educated and the I r fe 1011al 
orgalllzatlOns that have been operatmg m t e . . 

. . people enoaged in I \ -paid \ rk uch a guarJ . 
employed in the highly paid Jobs, the common ::> 

. b Women and girl s el e a cleaner and 111e engeL III 

cleaners, messengers and daily la orers . 
. . ed b the presence of r li e rganitall n Young 

most of the employment opportUnItles creat Y 
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locals serve as dail y laborer in loadino and 1 d' . ::, un oa IIlg of freight and me 11 \I' ll lOll a 11\ IIIC 

Local adult s usually engaged as ouards ' . c; ::, 111 I elugee camp' fli he, lIh Cllle l . \ .1Ic.;I 

distribution po in ts, and schools as well as in nursery sites . 

B) Registering as Refugees 

This is the best and most useful of all the strate::,ies u d the h I \\ ;"ds Ihe 

refu gees' impacts. According to the intensive interviews held with di ren t 111 lI11alll . the 

comi ng of the massive influx of refugee had created conductivc c ndili n r the I cal. to ':lst! 

in tegrate themselves into the refugee assistance programs. That i , \ hen initi 11 the lelU' ·cs 

came to the study area, their movement was spontaneous and in ma . Whtt i 111 II.:, the 

identical with the locals in terms of ethnicity. The registration sy t III \. a 31 C ,11 \ I c uld 

not easi ly screen or identify locals and refugees. Thus, these objecti e ndit i n hdpcd 111,11 

local people to be registered as refugees. As result, many indi vidual b al11C bene I iarie ' r the 

refu gee ass istance that is provided periodically by aid agencies . m indi idual ha Co! l.I numb 'I 

of ration cards, which have different family size. Today the e indi idual arc er rich and rlln 

di fferent bus iness acti vities. According to the informants of thi s stud y, the beneli ciaric of thi S 

strategy include common inhabitants, local government offi cials and the \ ealth pe pie. It i the 

urban people that took this opportunity into advantage. People who had a p li tical I wcr In the 

then local political structure are reported to be the principal benefic iarie [this 01 P l1un i . 

C) Purchasing Ration Cards 

I 
. to the relief prooram thr ugh pur ha ing raIl 11 

Some locals also integrated themse ves i\1 => 

h 
f e v h mad el f r p ntal1e 11 

cards. They purchase the ration cards either from t ose re uge 

repatri ation or refuoees who had some extra ration cards. The alue 
C> 

a rati nard dCI end 11 

. h s a period when a ingle-famil 
Its family size. lnfonnants noted that t ere wa 
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3,000 to 5,000 birr. But the value of a ration cal'd I ( epcnd II d n 1 urall II l f Ihe rcf" .~~ 

assi stance. Moreover, the value may incre d ' ase unng droul1.ht p 1'1' (I. ~ h pUfcha el (io .11 ) 

benefit from every so rts of assistance Given to the f . 
" re ugees by aid rganil' :111 llS. 'I he "eallh .. 

men both in rural and urban areas are the main benefic" f l ' I lanes 0 t liS Y tern . 1 h re al e (II . me 

women who held many ration cards through this system. Most local u all Ihe hrcc 11.lle'IC 

The first two strategies used by both the rich and the poor in both sit I' an pc pic l ill 10 k 

these strategies better than rural people. 

However, integration of the locals into the refugees' as i tan Pi' 'ram Ihl ugh IJli n 

card purchases and registering as a refugee has been a point of di cu i n and misli ndelSlallcilng 

between U1\THCR and concerned government bodies. As a re ult , 'R \ as CO t.:1 cd I ) mak t.: 

revalidation and screening exercises at various times. Though the e 

drop a certain number of ration cards from the relief program, it could n t leaI'I i lI nglll , Ii thc 

genuine refu gees from the local beneficiaries and prevent some local fr m cnefi ting Ihe rcfll gl!c 

assistances. At the time of this study UNHCR was conducting screening PI' gram at K hi'll '\'(Ih 

Refugee Camp for the same purpose. 

6.2.2.2 Pooling Refugee Labor 

d I as of the stud di ric t put the chcap 
Many individuals both in the town an rura are 

refugee labor to advantage to expand their business and increase produ li on re pe tl\ e l ~ . OIll C 

hosts emp loy refugees as shopkeeper and in fetching water from the a 

d Girls who help them in d 
local women also employed refugee women an b 

ail a Ie urce Or.I C 

me tic el ' ICC. Thi 

. I: . I and economic ta ks ut ide heir h me. A fcw 
creates for the local women ample tIme lor socIa 

. I d refuGee labor force fo r e 'I and ing eh '(It I r du II n 
able agro-pastoralists and pastorahsts poo e b 

d t erfonn a!ITicultural la k uch a digging. 
which has hi oh demand in the local market an 0 P ::> 

b 
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weed ing and harvesting. They also use th 
e cheap re fugee 1< b r I 

11.:11<1 call1l.: ,lIld COil 111I 

houses. However, as some informants disclose! tl' I 
C, liS C leap and ablll1d al1 refu gee labor f( I C 

reduces labor wages and employment opportunities C'. tl 
lor le pOor lab rer Ih h '1 0111 I11U II i I.'. 

6.2.2.3 Rural-Urban Migration 

Poor pas tora li sts and agro-pastoralists mainly empl oyed Ihis 
\\ as di SCUSS ·d 

earlier these people withdrew from their occupations 0 11 acco unt f c !'tain pu h and pII11 a lOIS . 

With respect to the push factors, these people moved out of thei r natal pi e i re p 

deteriorating environment and the subsequent decline of their ec n mi a Ii iI i . 
I I11al1ls 

from rural areas disclosed, their environment, today, is not conduci r b III pa I I ill 1m and 

agricultu ral activities. There is no adequate grazing land and th il i 11 I cnil c I gl()\\ 

crops . Th us, as a surv ival strategy many rural people mi grated t th e n arb 

Kebribeyah and J ijiga. This evidence suppol1s arguments from th literatu re.: 11 (h I.: ru ral -urban 

migratio n. It is clear that rural-urban migration is basicall y a re p n e t (h e la k e 11 1111 

opportun it ies in rural areas, plus the lack of support to pea ant nen c Ili ed t Iher ael rs 

(Seymour-Smi th 1986: 190; Weeks 1999:238). 

The pull factors, on the other hand, are responses to Oppol111 nit ies cr ated in the ncarb 

towns due to the refugees' presence and concentration of hi gh popu lati n. 

explained, a few well-to-do people migrated to these towns so as to be in 

me inti mlanl 

ed in Ihe avarJabk 

business markets. The poor, the majority, however, flock ed to to\ n 111 eareh 0 el11pl men 

. . . Th ' fonned a si<rniti cant pI' opportUl1ltl es and relIef handouts. ese pOOl ~ 
nion r the llnel11pl _ cd. 

h 'gration of rural men usuall adu ll and y ung ler , I street persons and beggars. In towns, t e ml . 

. infants and elderl y pe pie in th rural \ t1lage 
the towns caused hi ah concentratIOn of female, v 
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6.2.2.4 Involvement in non-pastoral a t' . . ( ,C IVltJ es 

The overwhelming majority of the popul f . I 
a Ion III t le study ar a arc n math III Ihell 11k. 

However, as a response to refugees' impacts some of th h . 
, em ave be n n 'aging III 11 11 I a 10 .. 11 

activiti es . These are sale of firewood and charcoal b I 
, cross- orc er tr d PCII Irade and c" (// 

plan tati on. 

A) Sa le of F irewood a nd Charcoal 

Both in the towns of Hartsheik and Kebribeyah as w II a rural area. qUllc ala i 'e 

number of peop le are engaged in the sale of firewood and charcoa l. Whil the rural pc pic UPI I) 

these products to town merchants, the latter in tum retail it to dir ct n um r . Th demand [0 1 

these forest prod ucts increased due to the concentration of a lar;:,e nu mb r pe pic in I/or/shelk 

and Kebribeyah towns as well as in the settlement areas, and al tI b ,inn ing c. p IllIlg 

charcoal to Somali land. The poor nlral and urban women are the prin il al act r in fire\ d and 

charcoal selling. Moreover, organized merchants and some rural fa mler .. h an: cttied ar lind 

forest area export charcoal (see figure -8). 

B) C ross Border Trade 

Though it is illegal, a large number of people have been engaged in th i cr -b rd er Irade 

. . . h h did adequate nmni no capi ta l \ er the prinCIpal actor 
hll very recently. IndiViduals W 0 a a rea y ;:, 

. . , Th Ie have been invo lved in th \ h Ie ale and rctail 
and benefic iaries of thIS activIty. ese peop 

. fl' t d wealthy men in Hart II ik and f(e/Jnhe//(/\ 
trades. Accordi ng to key mfom1ants 0 t liS s u y, 

towns play a big ro le in the 
illegal cross border traders. Ho\ e er, urrenl lhi 

I 'k Berbera trade route b 
reduced due to the c losure of the Harts l e i -

the th l pian 

a 11\l t} i 

\ emmellt 

. . 0 number of refu gees from th Harl " lk cttlc11lcnt 
and on account of the repatnatlOn of a lar;:,e 

11 7 



C) Petty T r ade 

The expansion of the illeaal - b 
b CIOSS- order trade and Ih e 

at Har- sheik and Kebribeyah hav d 
e ma e man y people 

cc me engag d ill pit · Ir.lde .1 II IIIC 
These are selling of veaetables [ITa- t 

b 'b inS, ea, bread, Ii 'a l m t tc and 11I1lllin ) 
shops, small restaurants and aeneral h · 

, b merc and lse shops. Th P II II ade a 11\ III ' 
II C I III "111 

earning for a large number of people W 
. omen are on r Ihe ptl lli Ipanl. In 

ventures. Selling of vegetables, tea, ch 'at ane! meat are 
minatcd I Y Ihem ell, (Ill Ih . nih I 

hand, controlled the arain market and t 
b 0 some ex tent th e 1t '(11 II I In' LJ Ill ' ~ 1m II CI, 

merchandise shops and restaurants are main ly owne I by y ung and adult mcn 

D) Expansion of Ch 'at Plantation 

Owing to rising demands for ch 'at both in the stu Iy ar a all I th~ I1CI ,hi 

Hargessa and Berber, a number of individuals have been en a d in h'ol pI III II J1 'h'II{a 

edulis)_ Ch'at is a major means of income_ 

6.2.2.5 Creative Strategies 

Some hosts devised creative techniques to gain access I the refu ee ' r' lIr c . J h e ,Ire 

individuals who had access to other resources within Ihe local con t , 1- edl/ea I n ,md pr pert . 

There are individuals, both in Hartsheik and Kebribeyalt sites \ h ha e pened Itl rial 

to maximize the opportunities created by the refugees ' pre ence. I he lIr Language and 

Mathematics School, Al-Fetah Language School, Nejah Alllharic ch I, II all mhanc and 

English School and Sheik Riyad Kurran School are ca es in p inl. r the k in~ fTllan . 

Ahmed Ali for instance is the owner of Aflah Ahmaric and ngli h ch lIn 
, , 

Most of the owners of these tutorial schools are teacher fr m the I al nmar 

l b · , \ hi h at r3 cd a 13r Jl '1ll1 r I 
schools. Some hosts are also engaged in video S l OW LI In 
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youth clients from both locals and refuoees TI b ' o . lese uSlIles e ar I mlnalcd h: . 1111' \\I Ie 

o s- 01 er trade to pureha yo uths. The yo ungsters used the illeoal eros b -d the . enllal ma eri al ( r 

o nerators and ari ou cl the business ranging from videocassette to oe 

o Y plO Ita e at Its Initi al inf01l1lants di sc losed, this business was hiohl - fi bl '" . I ge. II \\' \cr, '1 ,\dua !1 

the incomes fro m such business decreased on account of the in 01 m nl many I al an I 

refugee youth. 

Some local people started bicycle rentino as a so f . o urce 0 mc m . uths r 111 b Ih Ihe 

locals and the refugee communities use bicycle riding for exerci lin ' 

locals are the principal owners of this business. Games such a bin al d billi ard ' . I ' . C(\ C as 

sources of income fo r some local people. These businesses run by w allh h I I and bill " nels 

in both Hartshei/( and Kebribeyah towns. However. since the bu inc c ha c a 'amhl llH' 

character, they usually lead to conflict. 

Some locals are also involved in house renting business. Th gr \ ing demand 

and business markets attracted many locals to invest their capital in hu e c n 1n.1 Ii n. h 'c 

local men who had accumulated wealth engaged in such businesse tak ing th refugee' prt! cnc\.! 

in to advantage. These individuals were able to solicit attractive rent ~ e luring lhe h t ilk gal 

cross-border trade. Taking the scarcity of water in the area into con iderati n me I cal lar cd 

building water wells (Ellas). These individuals were also able to co ll ect a large um f m nc 

sell ing water to urban dwellers, merchants and relief org,ni za!i ns . heik I hmamed I rahlm. 

C " • H l olds a larae earth dam at lhe 1I klrt r 
lor I11stance, IS well known for selhng water. e 1 b 

a rc lilt. 

H 

. dim of money from thi bu in 
orlshelk town. He has accumulate a arge su 

h' les In oeneral the e reati e 
cUITently he is the owner of many transport ve IC· b 

b
. ince lhe coming f the refu ge 

benefit ed individuals who have been engaged in such uSlllesses 

ra egie ha\ I.! 

influxes in the area. 
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6.2.2.6 Other Strategies 

There are also a number of other strategies employed by tllC 11 t illdi\ idual I 'alll 

access to incoming resources and to maintain access to tl ' . lelr own I es llr e , hesc < re, 111/ " CI"O . 

changes in consumpt ion patterns, schooling and intemlarri age, A di Cll d 111 'hap CI I' 1I1 , 

, Ive c ' an cr p pi duel! Il 
P
rior to the presence of the refugee influx the locals mainl y ll sed I' t k d 

fo r thei r consumption, But today people rely on factory proces cd PI' dll <I , paslll . 

vegetab le oil and other food items available on the market like rice and rcli hand lit · Sli h ,IS 

wheat grain , Locals also began to send their children to school as a re P n 

livelihood cond itions in the local environment. As some infol1113nts c plain I pa I ral 1111 and 

agro-pastoalism are not hereafter reliable occupations, Thus, the local ch ildr n ha c t cngag ' 111 

other occupations by attending schools, Some locals also practic intcrmarriage wllh the 

refu gees, There are of two basic reasons for this practice On t a nal 

marriage payments and the other is to gain access to the refugee' res ur , Ii \ C er, vcr 

individual s often practice the intem1arriage. 

Summary 
aried dq ending n 

Hosts' experi ences with the presence of refugees and reli ef resource 

, ' 1 W men children elderly and the I 
gender a ae area and socJO-econoIDIC c ass. 0 , ' 

, 0' 

r are Ie able 

, h 'access to benefi cial opportunities created 
than men, yo uth, adults, and the nc to gam 

. T1 I eik and Kebribeyah to\. n a \ ell a the near 
presence 0 f refu aees and reltef resources, narts 1 

=> I a in Ihe (II tric l. In 

belle h
lted better' than the other parts of the rura are 

rural "i! h oes have 11 => 
d 

I it the refu gee and the 
h 

ik was better pl ace to ex p ~ 
comparison wi th Kebribeyah town, Harts e 

I general, the burden of r fu g e 
relief situation and developed very rapidly. n 

h'ldren ~lder1 y and the rural p 
, h as women, c I , 

negatively the vulnerable groupS suc 

the 
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benefits obtained by the other groups were also temporary. 

Hosts also used different ways in responding to the impacts Ihe I'l!rugec alld relic 

resources. Generall y speaking, the host community uses peaceful strat gi I ward Ihe rc ugee . 

impact, whereas at the individual level, a number of strategies were 

refugees ' impacts. These were integration into the relief operation and m 

t " ani he 

III • J1 oli:l' 

cheap refugees ' labor and rural-urban migration. Individuals also us d r i tan c and creativc 

ab iliti es in responding to the refugees' impacts. However, most r the Irale'IC. We lC 11 

effective in achi ev ing the desired result. Thus, as some informants rep rt d the crwhdlllill' 

majority of the locals consider themselves to be victims of the refu gee' bu r I n. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN: SUM~IA RY, CONCLU 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Thi s thes is has concentrated on the s . . . OClo-economlc Impacts gen rat d b 

Co 1e re lef operati on 111 presence of mass ive influx of refu aees and tl I' " K brih yah lli In Ihc 

major parts: ummary nell! I n lind Si\TRS . Accord ingly, thi s chapter is divided into three . 

recommendati on. 

7.1 Summary 

The presence of refugees and relief operations in Kebribv yah di tri t htl 

number of pos it ive and negative impacts. 

Positi vely, both Hartsheik and Kebribeyah towns develop d a a r ult the n.: 1I ICCS' 

presence and the emergence of the illegal cross-border trade. Many c n umer markel 
\\ el c 

expanded and developed both at the villages and in the towns. heap re ugec lab r ha al 

benefited some locals enabling them to expand their business and fa rm pi t I uild h 1I C , tend 

livestock, and fe tch firewood as well as to perform a number of dome ti c task . :: mpl ment 

opportuniti es are other benefits from the refugees' presence. School, tran port and heal h 

infras tmctures were rehabilitated and built. Host communities also benefited b gaining acee t 

different fac ili ties such as health, education and water. The refugees' pre enee ha al 

extenSI ve relationships between the hosts and the refugees. Attitudinal change thr ugh 
rea ted thr ugh he 

awareness raising on FGM, earl y marriage and family planning 'V ere al 
. . . h K b " yah Harlsheik benefi ted m re due I 

Invo lvement of some NGOs. In companson Wit e Ilve , . 

f 
h 

'llegal croSS border trade. 
re ugee and relief resources as well as tel f the 

. h rce in Kebribe ah and th r 

many socio-economic infrastructures, whlc are sca 

SNRs. \22 



Negatively, the hosting communities in K b 'b ' . ' e n eyah dl tnct ha c a e(1 e \ 'C I C pIC IIle 

on the economic, social and cultural lives as II ' we as on their envir nmcnt due t hc pl cscn c uf 

the refu gees and relief operations, Environmental d . d ' , eon at lon s th " . " I e pnnclpal nega I 'C lin p ,I(; \ 

The vegetation cl earance and subsequent loss of 'I C 'I ' SOl lertl Ity has I d I the d cltnc In li\l! \ k 

and crop production in the study area. Vast areas of ' vegetation were cl ared ~ r 1t't.:W d, h li St.: 

and road constructions, 

The presence of refugees is also associated with some ial PI' blcm I rllnkcnncss, 

mischief, pros titution and juvenile delinquency were rampant in the tuly ar a, 1 ht.: t \ a al s( 

common. Refugees are usually blamed for spreading some venerea l and \I at I' I nt,; III t.:;lS·S 

The refugees' presence is also accompanied by safety and security PI' blcm , II I 'gal alms 

markets, il legal cross-border mobility of people and shelterin g r m I <1 1 dcl in ILl ent ' and 

terrorist group in the refugee camps were a threat for local s curi ty and arCl , vcr, 

refugees in H31isheik were able to dominate the local political structure u ing th ir clan il11 t1 ant 

with the locals to advantage. Moreover, many relief organi zation pr ide a i tance t he 

refugees bypassing the poor local communities. This has created resentment t \ ard the rc ugecs 

and th e reli ef operations. In general, both Hartsheik and Kebribeyah tOy n are evercl affected 

by the negative impacts discussed so far due to presence of the refugee and the relief pcrali n 

In compari son with Kebribeyah, Hartsheik is more affected by envi ronmental degradati n, and 

, . . d t 't amess to the Ethio- malia b rder a \ ell J 
SOCial and security problems. ThIS IS ue 0 IS ne 

the loca l people' s clan similarity with the refugees. 
f refuaees vari es depend ing n gender, age. area 

The hosts' experience of the presence 0 " 

and socio-economic class. Accordingly, women, children, the 
Iderl and the p r ar' 

However this does not mean lh 
considered to be the vulnerable groups. ' 

d b the presence of the refu g 
vulnerable groups are negatively affecte y 
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There are also ce rt ain members from these 0roups wi b 
'" 10 cnefi lcd . Th (//11 <.: holus tr\l~ lor th 

Pri vil eged groups. With regard to the spatl'al d' 'b . 
Istn utlon of tl 

1e Impact /1(//1\11 ',k .1Ilt! 

Kebribe)'a/i towns as well as villages near these towns benefited 111 r lh all 
ther pan () he 

distri ct. [n compa ri son with Kebribeyah Hartshel b 
' I was etter placed t c pi II the pIC ell e 0 

refugees and the reli ef operations. 

The hosts' perceptions regardino the costs and tIle b fi . 
'" ene Its assoclat 1\ illl the r Icscn (I 

refugees are di fferent. Some locals perceived the impacts as 't' b I 
POSI IVC lit 1 n tell" til I 

perceived it as entirely negative and still some others considered the im pa t ab th p SII/\ ' .tnc! 

negative . As a res ult , the hosts' responses towards the refugees' impac t arc diff rent. )cnelltll . 

the host communiti es use peaceful strategies both regarding the co IS '~ n d b ' Iat '{/ \ IIIl 

the presence of refugees and relief operations. However, individual h t cmpl a "lIl11l el of 

strategies regarding the refugees and the relief operations. These are inte rati n \ ith the rell .f 

operations and market economy, pooling cheap refugee labor and mi grati 11 t t \ 11 P 'a cflll 

resistance and putting personal skills and knowledge to advantage which ar tratcgie 1I cd I 

some individuals to address the refugees' impacts. In general, the overwhell11in l11aj nt f the 

hosts are reported to be victims of the burdens associated with the presence f lhe re ugee and 

bl t h the Presence 0 f r fu gee and the rd i . f the reli ef reso urces while a few locals were a e 0 c ange ~ , 

operati ons into advantage using their wealth, education and power. 

7.2 Conclusion 

. equate the presence of refu gee and the relief Many hosts in Kebribeyah distnct 

. . chan oes as that of the \: or t kind . II \\ c\' r. 
operations wi th changes, but they often VIew these .:> 

c, and relief resources is a hi ghl determining the impacts of the relugees 
I11ple, mailer 

. h a ut the impact 
h

· F' t due to limited academiC re earc 
number of fac tors account for t IS. Irs, 

there is lack of readil a aila Ie da a and 
associated with the refugees and relief resources 
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problems of measurements. Second underst d' 
, an lI1g of the refu gees' and I' Ii 

requires understand in g of the history of wa ( . 
pertH I 11 .' IInp,1 I 

r, amllle as well as eco l 

been affecting the stud y area prior to the comina f f . 
~ 0 re ugees. Third , lhe S I ·e nllll1.1 

impacts shown in the study area also existed even in th 
e areas wh re lher arc 11 

Fourth, in some cases hosts are also found to be resp 'bl fI onSI e or some of the eh ngc . 

Nevertheless, the results of this thesis do perm 't I some general con lu in . II i qUlle c1ea 

that the in n lIxes 0 f refugees and the relief resources created both p i ti c , Ild 
\1eg,IlI\ e 

opportu nit ies fo r the local hosts. Moreover, changes in the study area ar b lh int Ill al and 

ex temal. However, the presence of refugees and relief operati on ha e nl ri lil t.: I th ·s\.: 

changes either by creating new ones or by aggravating some of the already xi tin ' 11, ngcs 

We must also acknowledge that the refugees by themselves are n t a lh rc'll I the 110 l 

com mu niti es rather it is the assistance policies. Three reasons can be cited r lhi . FI '1, til ' 

re fugees are targeted fo r assistance without regard to the various n e~a ti v il11l aCl n the h . l 

communiti es . In other words, early protective measures were not taken by th c n erned di e 

to prevent the refugees ' impacts. Second, the assistance policy confines the refu ee in the camp 

where relief ass istance was provided. This measure may have benefits from the per pe (i e flhe 

security issues and the administration of the relief operations. However, it I re enl in 01 lily 

refugees as produc ti ve economic actors. What is more, the assistance policy did n t c n Ider the 

needs 0 f the poo r hosts. UNHCR's efforts to link the relief operation ',; ith the I cal devel pmcn 

. ' h f1 aee poli cy that \ uld enable her t 
stal1ed too late and were minimal. EthiOpia also as no re u~ 

. th rent draft proclal11 alI 
maximi ze access to refugees' resources. Even e cur 

n di d n t 

. . , t' of the SNRS to uti li ze 
issue. Above all the effort and Il1ltla Ive , 

the x-refu gee CJmp 

infrastructure and facilities is weak. 

. ' t d to investi aate some important i LI e regardin he 
In general, thiS theSIS has at temp e b 

. I tud ar a. I f \ CH ;r it did 
. . d the relief resources In t le 

soclo-economic impacts of the refugees an 
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not exhaustively explo re all the issues that ouoht t b . 
to 0 e conSider d. Thi 

absence of adequate data regarding the socio- . . . 
economic condlllons of the 

111<lInl . due I Ih 

tud ;lrea hclor Ihe 
refugees' presence and lack of adequate analytical tools H 

. owever, th th i I bell I.: plO .d 
some hi nt s for furthe r researches . 

7.3 Recommendations 

Thi s thes is has identified various socio-eCOn0I111'c . I ' I Impacts, w llC 1 ar a imed "llh till; 

long-term presence 0 f the Somali refugees and the relief operation in K l ril 'ol! di ·tl I 't I hI.: 

foll owing recommendati ons are thus, forwarded based on the f1ndin ;:, fthi th I . 

I. The local people, in one way or another, has become cI p n lant n the \ til I 1I 

ass istance gi ven to the refugees. Thjs has created dependen y yndr me. I I I CC VCI, 

the illegal - cross border trade has been a source of incom G r a nu mber f Ie '<1\ 

peo pl e. However, the closure of the Hartsheik refu gee camp and the I r hilllllon 011 

ll1uggl ing ac tivities has brought economic impacts on illega l trader and thl.:l1 

fa mi lies including the local market. This could have eri ou n Iht.! 

economy. Thus, the concerned bodies both at the international, nati nal and regl nJI 

leve ls have to find alternative income sources in the area of inc me general! n 

schemes or petty trades. 

I d b UNHCR ince J 9 a a lutl n I 
2. Vo luntary repatriation has been imp emente y 

th O strateoy would nOI all \ 
the pli ght of Somali refugees. However, IS ;:, 

R 10 

. . 'n SNRS and omalia, unle II R 
break the vicious cycle of refugee-letuwee I 

. acted areas in order to redre 
rehab i Ii tates the refugee-retumee Imp 

th imbalance hal 

f fI oees parallel \: ith Ihe rei amaH n 
have resulted from hosting large number 0 re L ;:, 

operation . 
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3, Thc co ncent rati on of a hroe b 
( (b num er of lOPs ref 

) lI gec and rctu rne III I\"h,,/I ,,,It 
distr ict ha put too much pr essure on the local I ' eco oglca l cqui li l'I' lll" e 'clali 11 

cleara nce fo r construction and full ' ) preparation and marketin g cl,al' ~ a I depict lOll 

ground water due to over use and soil ' ) erosIOn represent a maj r threat or Ihe 

cl)\" lronm ent. Since these problems h I I a\ e ong term Impact n the I (.;.t1's 

de\ 'clopment, the refuoee impacted a h .. 
<:> reas ave to rehabilitated thr ugh rc~ le,latioll, 

earth da m construction provision of alt t' ) erna Ive energy source , h u Ing c nst lliClion 

materials and altemati ve income generating schemes (IGS). 

-L For the trad it ional hospitality of Africa to survive, recogniti n and 'I i lance sll ulll 

gi ven no t only to economic and environmental impacts, but al 0 t the iall y based 

cul ture and poli tica l impacts , 

). One of the perceived problems in the refugee-impacted areas in R i rell in I the 

ex -re fugee camps' services and facilities, Thus, the UNH R and thc on ern 'ct 

nati ona I and regional govemment bodies should conduct phase lit arrangemcn r the 

ex -re fugee camps' serv ices and facilities with grater sensit i ity. That i , cal a It 

bu ildi ng program, in addition to material and properti es hand 0 er b lIld Include 

essenti al sk ill s and knowledge transfer as well as provision of running cost for omt.! 

peri od. 

6. Every nation has the right to determined the intake of refll "ee and t ma, lI111 lC 

f
' while recoonizing internationall y accepted obligali n 

access to re ugees resources, " 

d f 
So Ethiopia needs to de I p a refu gee p he 

toward s asylum seekers an re ugees. ) 
. I social cultural economic, p litie I and 

t ha t wi \I take into account ma1l1 y ) , 

environmental considerations. 
and ni gh nn' 

f1 returnee problem in the I 

7. Finall y, in order to solve the re ug
ee

-
. e Hom of Africa in general and in 

Somalia, the peace atmosphere m th 
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All II ex - I Oeseri ption of Cu nent Nu mber of Refugee iu Ethiopia b 0 " ' " ' ) ' f ri.';" "" I 

se ttl e ll1 en t a reas (As of 31 March 2004) 

Sit e Camp 
Ass isted Refugees 

COU llt ,.~ · of Or igin 
I 

W es t Bonga 18,151 udan 

Dimma 16, 392 Sudan 

Fugindo 31 , 617 Sudan 

Sherkole 18,638 Sudan 

Bambudie 4, 355 Sudan 

Sub-total 89, 153 -

Eas t Aisha 13, 968 Somalia 

Hartsheik 2,250 Somali, 

Kebribeyah 11 , 629 Somalia 

Sub-total 27, 847 

i\o rth Wa'ala Nihibi 7, 466 Eritrea 

Sub-total 7, 466 

Addis Ababa 482 Va ri ous countrie 

Addi s Ababa Sub-total 482 

Grand Total 124, 948 

Source: UNHCR RLO, - Addis Ababa 



Catr'4l 

f Ushejl.. A 

Hlsheik B 
K/be ah 
Tiber 
DIna '; 
C/boker 
Rabaso 
Daror 
Aisha 
Total 

Annex· 2: History of Eastern Refugee Population 

1991 -94 Sep 94 Aller 1997VR 1997 Final Revaildatio Nov. 94 Nov.Revaif fig ure n intlul( dation Jan. 98 

250.926 43.845 53,760 4,922 39.948 39.955 
11 ,369 11 ,357 12.584 10.1 00 10,455 11 097 11 ,077 98.62' 41 .30 1 43,816 2,661 45,665 46,331 117,069 36.855 40,601 2,547 39,762 40172 66.6 15 17.231 36,120 26,065 28,590 24,1 81 6,025 28,381 16.818 16,814 31.833 12.26 1 49,355 34,150 33,985 26.694 15.282 15,282 15,282 15,282 628,526 184,900 277,772 10,130 242,156 243,563 

Source: UNHCR SOJ, 2004 

N,B: VR = Voluntary Repatriation 
DSP = Dispersed People (Locals) 
H/sheik = Hartsheik 
K/beyah = Kebribeyah 

Tiber = Tefriber 
D/naj i = Daronaji 
C/boker = Camaboker 

1998 Pop 
VR Figure 

OK 98 

10,91 8 29,OJ7 

9,005 2.352 
11 ,621 

15,696 30.435 
\3,166 27.006 

28,590 
16,814 
33.965 
15,290 

48,985 195,130 

Pop. 1999 Pop. 2000 Pop. 200 1 Population 2002 2003 As of I 2004 As of 31 \ 
Figure VR Figure Figure Jan. figure 31 31 Aug March 
Jan. 99 Jan. 01 Dec. 2001 2000 VR OSP VR OSP VR Pop. Rhure 31.389 15,766 17,473 5,\37 848 11 .488 11 ,645 11 .724 7,147 2250 
11 ,62 1 11 ,622 11 ,645 11634 \\ ,628 \\ ,628 11 .629 
30,435 1,343 29,101 11 ,237 5,045 12,819 9.938 2,827 27.006 1881 25136 14,293 2,133 8,700 7,654 895 28,590 2,000 26,590 4,000 22,349 2,500 19,849 0 16814 2000 14,8\\ 3,000 11,811 2,000 9.822 19825 0 33,985 33,950 26,150 28,126 24 9,806 15.290 13938 5,800 13,944 \3,982 13978 \3.978 13 .968 
195,130 22,990 172621 43,467 8,026 120,906 50,218 3.722 66,956 29,631 37348 32,720 27 ,847 



Ann es - J Lists of Informants 

SINo Na me Sex 
Position Pl -ace r I m CI VIC\\ 

()JIC of 
I /\ bd i Besher M Inl '" Ie \ 

2. Abdi II 3ssen Farmer 
M Vice chairmanlr' DenebalKebnbcyah IS uJ 0:1 . . IJlga Zone Jijiga , Abel! Ibrahim Administration 13003 

). M 
Get keeper, Kebribeyah 

Kebribcy h 
4. r\bJIlsmael Refugee camp office 210'0·1 

M Hartsheik Area 
Administrator Hansheik rO -

5. .-\ bduraha man 0 
M Disease Prevention and :\bdlli:Jh i (D r. ) 

Control Department Head 
Jijiga II) 0 01 

6. :\bdurham A li 
Health Bureau ' 

!V! PlalU1ing and Prooram 
. '" Jij iga 30 02!().1 Service Dept. Head 

7. .-\brahm \I elese 
BWRD ' 

M Hartsheik RefugeeCamp Hart heik If (1) 0 -
8 

Coordinator 
.-\der Berie M Resident of Kebribeyah 

town 
Kebribeya h 11 030,1 

9. Africa ,\r[ ehammed F Women's' Affair Head 
10. Ahmed Al i Hartsheik 22 0310·1 M Natural Resource 

Department GroupLeader 
Jijiga 21·03101 

II . .-\hIlled Ali Abd i M 
(ELCDPB) 
Kebribeyah Refugee 
School Director 

Kebri beyah 203. 0,1 

12. ,·\hllled A li Gw'seye M Administration member, Kebri beya h r 09 OJ 
Kebribeyah District 
Administration 

13. :\hllled ,\ lehammecl M SC-USA Kebriveyah Kebribeyah 200310.1 
representative 

1.1 :\ lemscged M Administration and Kebribeya h 2J 09 OJ 
Finance Head, Kebribeya 
Refugee Camp 

15. AmllIa '\ Iehammed F Pastoralist woman DenebaiKebribeyah 150J.O.1 
16. Bckele \tlugero M Kebribeyah Refugee Kebribeyah 18030-1 

CampCoordinator 
J1. f3 0ah M UNHCR field officer Kebri beya h 1509 OJ 

lJi Ellllo!:?,e Ibrahim M Farmer DenebaiKebribeyah 1.1 07 OJ 

19. ratllllla Aball iahi F TeacheriKebribeyah Kebribeyha 10 10 OJ 

"- Primary School 
J O rat u III a Adem F Farmer DenebaiKebribeyah 05 1003 

21. Fatllma Yusf F Tea shop owner Kebribeyah 610 OJ 

Jl Fa yse l Ahmed M Kuran (Religion) teacher Kebribeya h IS OJ,().l 

2' 
- . 

Hartsheik Refugee Camp Hansheik 12 1003 
J. Fckade Girma M 

Administration and 

I---- Finance Head 
21020-1 n Gedi Il assen M Chairman of Kebele 01 , Kebribeya h 

f---...-
Kebribeyah town 16 03 I ().l 

) -
Glrilla Aclamu Head Nurse , Kebribeyah Kebribeya h 

- ). M 
Refugee Health Center 



SI o. Name Sex POSilion Placc oflnlCI\ IC\\ J )Jll' III 
J lIIel Il'\\ 

26. Habiba Ahmed I-lirsi F Refugee Women Dcneba/Kebl Ibe) Jil l li (H '().I 
Assoc ialion Rr:.gresenl allve 27. Hadji Mehammed M Elder/Merchant f)c ncbJ Kcbl lbC\ Jh Sheik Hussen I(IO\/) 

28. I-Ialima I-Iuss ien Yusuf F Housc wife -Kd111bcyah 0' 0\ () 

29. Hassen Abdulahi M Head of Crop J Ipg. I 5 II \ 0 1 
Devel pment and ntl ol 
Depa rlmcJ1l (EI3CD PI1) 

30. Hawa Abd i F Han heik Refu gee W - 2. I II () \ 111(; n Il allshclk 
Assoc iation Ilcael 

3 1. Ha wa Hassen Ali F R fu gee I\' l11en Dcneba/Kcbl Ihe y.lh 2702 (). I 
Assoc ia tion rcp rese nl3t I vc 

32. Husien Ismae l M Cha i rl11a n f Kebcl 04 , Kebnbcya h 26 'Ol o· 
Kebri beya h IQwn 

"" Henan Sin'ad F Refu gee Youth A ci tl n Kcbll hcyah JIOJ 0·1 
JJ. 

representativc 
34. Jeih Ibrahim M Refu gee (eI, ily laborer) DCJ1 cb. IKebl IbC y.lh -1 (UfO I 
35. Kedir Abd i Elmi M Teach r/Kebl ibea h 

pri ll1ary school 
Kcbnbcya h R,030 1 

36 Kilo Wako, Jhon M Pr tee ti 11 officer JiJ iga 020'~ 
37. Lemma W orku M ARRA Kcbnbcya h slaff Kcbnbcyah 7f))0'1 
38. Mehael i Abd i M Kcbri bcyah II alth CJ1ler Kebnbeyah IJ (n 0·1 

staff 
39. Menik Tadese M ARRA Ilartasheik staff Ii al I 11eJk 16 OJ 0-1 

Ilogistic offi cerl 
40 Mohammed Abdi M Refugee You th A socialJ J1 Kebnbeya h 190<) en 

representati ve 

4 1 Mohammed Adem M Kbribeya h Ditrict Kebribeyah -l 0903 
DevelopmenlQffice Il ead 

42 Mohammed Ahmed M Hansheik Town May r lI art heik 17030 

43 Mohammed Huss ien M Meri han cla n leader DenebalKebnbe ah 120903 
/re fugeel 

44 Muhammed Olad (Dr.) M MedicalDirector Jijiga 160YO-l 
(Ka ramara Hospital) 

45 Muktar Sherief M Hartasheik town Mayor Il artsheik 170901 

46 Mll111geta Lanu11a M ARRA prograll1 Jij iga 180903 
coo rd inator 

47 Mllsema kedir M Hea lth Ass ista nt Kcbrieyah 160' ().l 

< 



SINo Na me Sex POsi tion -Place of I Jtc III 
48 Nemun Abdi IIllC/I ICI\ Inten lell F Kebribeya h Distict Kcbllbycah 17JCn 0 

Administration Women' 
Affa ir Il ead 49 Omer Sheik Yusuf M Teacher, Kebribeya h Keoll ocyah 2S 02 (j·1 
Primary School 50 Osman N uer Adem M Elder Kcbnbeyah - 7o-ijI 51 Remha Omar F Refu gee Y uth.'\ s eiall n Kcbllbacyah -_302 0 
Rep resena ti l'c 

52 Reshed Abdi M Kebribeya h (listriet VICC Kebllbey.lh 260'~ 
ad m i n is tra~or 

~O l 
53 Semunegus Wolde M II CR-SOJ Ass i t3111 -

Programmer 
:- -54 Sheik Osman Kedir M Elder Il al t3 si1clk -

2409 (H _ 55 Sheik Yusuf Ahmed M Ilead of pI' duce r JIJlg 27020 1 
cooperatives 

56 Shuay Ali M ll artsheik Manllcil ality Iial t h 'Ik 1710.10 1 
Soc ial Sec tor ll ead 

-57 Tesegaye Mehrefu M ARRA Eastern Refuge JIJlg.1 150<) 0' 
ca mps coordinato r 

58 Tesfa Mariam M Ad mine fi nance he, d J IJlga 21 '0' 0 1 
Woldetensaye (A BcR.J\) 

59 T il ahun Zawede M Plall pr gram 11(:3d, J Ijlga I ql()1 () , 
[d uca t ion 1311n:au 

60 Wolde Berna M Crop Dcve l plllellt and JIJlga 'OlD) 0·' 
PI' teeti n Dept. I Ita I. 
J~ Zone LECDPO 

61 Yusuf Abd i Nur M Kebribcyah Refugce Youth Kebllbcya h 2009 OJ 
Associatio n Head 

62 Yusuf Ahmed Dalu' M Fa rmer DCl1cba/ Kebll be 8/0J 0.1 
j}h 

63 Yusuf Mohanmled M Deve l opme n t~gcnt Kebnbevah 7,030.1 
64 YusufWayen M Kebribeya h Re fugee Kcbribcyah 26090\ 

Mahmmed Committee leader 
65 Zawir Abdi F Farmer Kcbnbeyah 10/03 00.1 
66 Zeinab Ali F Kebribeya h Refugee Kebribeya h 27/0903 

Women Conmli llee Head 



Ann ex 4: NUllI be r of repat ri ated refugees 10 S() /II :i1 i l:tllcl 

Year ann 
1997 Hartshek 

Damna'i 
Teferi Ber 

1998 
Darona i 
Teferi Ber 

Tota l 
1999 Hartsheik 

r-_~-:-:-__ -+ _____ TO l al 
2000 

ker 

To lal 
2001 

Tolal 
2002 

To lal 
2003 Hartshe ik 

~~~~---~------
Total 

2004 ~H~a~rt~sh~e~i k~ __ ~ ______ _ 
Tolal 

G. Total 
Source : Administrati on for Refugees IRetull1ees Affair 



Ann ex 5: Num ber of Dispersed Loca ls 

Year Camp Head r -n 111 i I I (; ne Ii 1<l lI es 

2000 Teferiberc I t-

Daron aj i "7 1 i--
_I 

Hartsheik 135 - --

Tota l -- i -
I 42 8 

200 1 Teferi berc 410 -
Daronaj i --

I 2 

i--Tota l 542 J 

- --2002 Cn mab kcr I 

Hartshcik I 

Tota l 2 
-

/I 

Grand Tota l 1888 I I 

Source: Administration fo r Rerugec IReturnee rr;l1r (A RRA) JIJI '3 . sub-ortiec ( 00 ) 



Ann ex : - () Lists of Figlll'es 

Figure: - I PLl rt iLl I view of KehribcJ'o/i Ref"u gcc '(l IllP 

Figure: - 2 A Refugee man digging co lored Soi l for sell in;:, at the I 
Deneba Kebele, Kebrib 

al 111 < rket 



Figure: -3 A typica l farm er compoLlnd fcn ed by acac ia lrec I ' I/chu 1<:,,17('/ ,. 
Kebribeyah 

Figure: - 4 Individual water well (Ella) , Deneba Kebe/e, Kebrib J1ah 



I I 

Figure :- 5 Earth dam nea r by Harlsli ik I WI1 C 11 trLlctcu by 

~ 

Figure :- 6 Refugee Women taking the wheat gram from the distributi on enter I lh 
local market, Kebribeyah 



Figure: - 7 Impac ts ofVegctati n I aran III I ' II ho keh ,I " K Jlml ' (lit 

Figure 8:- Local people taking charcoal and fi re wood to Kebribeyah m rk l 
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