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Preface

The district of Dodola has no comprehensively studied history. This thesis aimed at
reconstructing the history of this district from 1910-1991. Some MA and BA theses have been
written on economic and social aspects of Dodola, but no one has done comprehensive historical
research on the district and town. My thesis covers the history of the period 1910-1991. The year
1910 was the historical foundation of Dodola as a small village. The terminal date 1991 was a
turning point, being the end of the military regime and the coming of the Ethiopian People’s
Revolutionary Front (EPRDF) to power.This thesis starts from the early years of the foundation
of Dodola.Most of the MA theses conducted on wdrdda history had a similar beginning the
Ethiopian liberation, but my study hopes to contribute to the history of Dodola for the period

before the Italian occupation and under the Italian occupation.

I have attempted to collect data from informants on the basis of interview questions and
discussion. From the Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency I have foundessential
material mainly concerned with post liberation period on land administration, the prevailing
injustice, and peoples’ appeal to the central government and the emperor’s official visit to Bale.
In Woldemeskel Tariku Memorial and Research Center I have got some archival material that
deals with issues of land grants and individual cases of appeals related to land confiscation. From
the Zonal and Wirdda offices and Dodola Municipality 1 obtained some material on the
formation of the peasant associations, cooperatives, and the formation of state farms, the drought
and its negative impacts in the Ddrg period after exhaustive efforts. I obtained valuable

published and unpublished materials from the Institute of Ethiopian Studies to support my thesis.



Thereare no archival materials to construct historical events for the years before the Italian
invasion and the brief period of Italian occupation. Therefore, for these periods,I have relied

mainly on oral sources collected from elders and knowledgeable persons.

For the post-liberation period published, unpublished and archival documents are available. To
support events of the Ddrg period it was difficult to get different documents because most of

them were burnt when the Ddrg government fell.

Aiming to overcome the barrier of information, I made efforts to select appropriate informants,
evaluating their background anxiously and cross-checking the collected data with available
archival and secondary sources. This thesis was thus developed using archives, oral informants,

reports, bulletins, theses, articles, journals and published books.

The distance from Addis Ababa University created a difficulty to contact my advisorfrequently
and touse properly libraries for the secondary sources. My study area, the Dodola district, is fifty
six kilometers from Kofele, the place where I do my regular job. In my fieldwork, selecting
informants from different gdbdiles was a time consuming task. | moved about to find informants
to get first hand data to support my thesis. This repeated journeys demanded more finance than |
expected. Moreover, time constraint due to my teaching work in Kofele was the main challenge

in the work of my thesis.

The first chapter gives an overview on the background of the Dodola district. The people,
geographical location, imperial incorporation and values and traditional administration are

discussed. The second chapter is a historical analysis of the early formation of Dodola. In the

third chapter | have attempted to describe the history of the ltalian period using informants,
published and unpublished sources.

vi



The fourth chapter briefly covers the period from the Ethiopian liberation, 1941, to the end of the
monarchical rule in Ethiopia. Problems of land tenure, heavy taxation and the related feudal
burdens are discussed in this part. The intensity of the Bale Peasant Rebellion in Dodola is

another issue given a due emphasis in this section.

The last chapter deals with the period of the Ddrg rule. This section covers the socio-economic
and political transformation in Ethiopia. The new socialist philosophy altered the social,
economic and political life of Ethiopians. This period was full of tension caused by the state
itself. Thus, dissatisfaction was first provoked by the authorities themselves. Then the military
government used harsh compulsion. A forced villagization program was one of the policies that
the people intensely disliked in Dodola. The cruel punishments and Red Terror were also among
the major sources of dissatisfaction in the district.As a result, when the EPRDF forces occupied

Dodola the people welcomed them.
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Abstract

This thesis reconstructs the administrative and socio-economic history of Dodola wirdda from
1910-1991. The thesis covers the period from the formation of Dodola as small village in 1910 to
the downfall of the military government in 1991,

The first chapter deals with the background of the Mando Arsi Oromo people, the area and the
historical features of the population. The pre-existing egalitarian administration and social
values of the people are major components of this section.

The second chapter discussed the imperial incorporation a new form of administration which
was alien to the Arsi people. But gradually the people adapted themselves to this feudal mode of
administration. The formation of Dodola town as the administrative centre brought some
important change to the area. Dodola became one of the centers for Government administration
in the Gedab area.

The third chapter focused on the period of Italian occupation. The Italians occupied Dodola in
1937.They faced a little resistance from the people. Fascist invaders at first exerted harsh
treatments but gradually followed a more “liberal” approach in Dodola. Dodola was one of the
rezidenza (districts) in Goba Commissariato (province). The Fascists were positive to the
Oromos but not to the settlers. However, they could not easily win the support of thelocal people.
While they were in Dodola the Italians gave special privileges to Muslims to gain support from
them. Finally fascist occupation to Dodola ended in 1941 and their collaborators (bandas) were
strongly blamed among the people for their betrayal.

The fourth chapter mainly discussed the post-liberation period and the status of Dodola that
grew as wdrdda and then the centre of Gdnnale awrajja. Hence, Dodola became a center for
those wirddas in the Gedab area namely Adaba, Kokkosa, Nansabo and Dodola itself. Although
different reforms were issued after 1941, the imperial rule in this period was still unjust to the
people. Thus, in Dodola land confiscation, the gilad system, the increasing taxation and the
external influence from the Somali Republic produced protest against the state in the
1960s.Hence, the Arsi Oromo of Dodola were also active participants in the Bale peasant
rebellion.

Transition from feudal rule to the Dérg regime benefited the local population in socio-economic
reforms. However the socialist political economy then systematically oppressed the people. The
cooperatives and then the abruptly launched Villagization program were oppressive policies
enacted by the Ddrg. Finally at the end of the last chapter I describe the events in Dodola
district and the town which accompanied the fall of the Dirg regime and the establishment of
EPRDF rule in 1991.
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Chapter One
1. Introduction to Geographical and Historical Background of Dodola District
1.1. Geographical Background
1.1.1 Naming and Location

It is very difficult to get acceptable evidence for the origin of the name Dodola. People have
usually associated the name Dodola with Tullu Dodola (Mount Dodola) without any good

1
reasor.

Some Arsi elders associate the name Dodola with a religious origin. They argue that there were
two mountains named by Sheik Hussein on his journey to Bale. These were Dadala and Dodola.
Dadala mountain was in Bale near Dire Sheik Hussein whereas Mount Dodola is the present site
of Tullu Dodola. But this appears an unreliable mythical explanation especially as Sheik Hussein
did not ever stay around Dodola mountain and become the statement in the tradition that

mountains moved with Sheik Hussein. The tradition cannot be regarded as historical ¢

Another explanation about the origin of the name Dodola relates to the sixteenth century Oromo
population expansion. There was an anonymous Hadiya man. The man was living around
Dodola mountain before the Oromo expanded to the area. According to this tradition, he resisted
the newcomer Oromos. At the beginning he effectively resisted the Oromos penetrating to the

area. This person had better knowledge of the place, than the Oromos had

The Oromo people confronted the man in the present area of mount Dodola (Tullu Dodola).
When the Oromos approached this place he cut off their hands or at least injured them so that

they said nu doddole (which means, “ He injured us”) and then they immediately retreated. They

" Dodola Weirdida Administration, Office of Communication and Government Affairs,” Profile of Dodola
District”(Dodola, 2006),p.3.

% Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro and Obbe Hussein Jawo.

* Informants: Obbo Kabeto Garjaja, Obbo Hussein Galchu and Obbo Kasim Nigash.

1



frequently attempted to occupy the plains around the mountain. Finally, the Oromos consolidated
their power and totally destroyed the man and all his relatives. Thus, the name Dodola for the
mountain originated from this event associated with an act of injury, nu Doddole. Therefore, the
incoming Oromos called this mountain Tullu Dodola (Mount Dodola). Hence, the name Dodola
came from this event.* Then the Oromo people began to settle in the area around the mountain
which later became the origin for the name of the present day Dodola town and the district.” This
is the main oral tradition concerning the origin of the name Dodola. There is nothing except oral

tradition to explain the name and this seems the most acceptable of the two traditions.

The naming for the present Dodola district was adopted from a man whose name was Dodola.
He inherited this name from Mount Dodola and lived on the territory where the present Dodola
district was founded. The beginning of the present form of settlement began on the land of this
man.® We should also remember that the name Dodola and Gadeb are interchangeably used for
the same area. The name Gadeb comes from a tradition that a man of Hadiya lived there and

defended the area from the Oromos, saying “Gadabicho” in the period of their e)q)ansion.7

Dodola is found in Oromia Regional State, West Arsi Zone, in the Gadeb area (the upper Wabe
Shebelle). The district was previously in Bale province from 1960 to 2006. After the
administrative rearrangement of 2006, it became part of the present West Arsi Zone. It shares

boundaries with Hasasa in the north, Adaba in the east, Nansabo in the south, Kokossa in the

4 Informants: Obbo Kabeto Garjaja, Obbo Burka Chukuru and Obbo Kabe Wayu.

5 Informants: Obbo Hussein Jawo and Obbo Kabeto Garjaja.

6 Lataa Bedhaaso, “Tiinxala Moggasa Magaa Manneen Daldalaa Magaalaa Dodolaa” ( BA Thesis,
Department of Afaan Oromo, Addis Ababa University, 2003),p.1.

7 nformants: Obbo Kabeto Garjaja, Obbo Mohammed Tenna and Obbo Hussein Jawo.
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west and Kofele in the north west . Dodola is the name for both the district and its capital ® It is
located 320 kilometers south east of Addis Ababa and 75 km from the present zonal capital,

Shashemene.’

The district is connected with Addis Ababa through Assela and Shashemene by an asphalt road.
Before 1991 roads connecting places in the district were limited. Most of them served mainly in
the dry season. However, at present the district is connected with the neighboring wérddas by all

weather roads. '

Dodola weiréida is located at an average altitude of 2400 meters above sea level. It lies between

6° 58° N latitude and 39° 10" E longitude."
1.1.2. Landscape and Climate

The topography of the district is characterized by flat plains and small mountains rising from the
plains. The most prominent peaks are Mt Ilale (3655m), Mt. Korduro (3625) and Mt. Somkeru
(3753m). There are also plateaus stretching out in the parts of the low lying Gedab plains and its

land feature is otherwise characterized by gentle slopes. 2

The district has abundant underground and surface water resources. Seasonal small streams and
big rivers are significantly available in the district.”® Kerensa, Ukuma , Negesso, Meribo and

Gude Yerso are among those rivers in the district. They are tributaries of the Wabe Shebelle river

8 Council of Oromia Regional State, Physical Planning and Economic Department, Physical and Socio-
Economic Profiles of 180 Districts of Oromia Region (Finfinne : Physical Planning and Economic Department,
2000),p.59; Informants: Obbo Hussein Jawo and Obbo Kabeto Garjaja

? Dodola Municipality, Maxansa Adda ( Hawasa: A Bulletin Produced by Sky Printing Press, October
2013),pp.4-5.

1 Ibid. p.2 ; Informants: Obbo Kedir Mohammed and Obbo Tufa Galchu.

"' Ethiopian Meteorological Service, Meteorological Map of Ethiopia (Addis Ababa: Ethiopian
Meteorological Agency,1979),p.37.

12 Council of Oromia Regional State,p.59.

'3 Ibid.; Dodola Municipality,p.3.



and they supply Melka Wakena Hydroelectric power plant. The cool (alpine) and the temperate
climatic zones cover 1% and the 99% of the district respectively. The Wabe Shebelle Basin is
part of the intermediate (Badda-dare or Wiiyna Déiga) climatic zone that covers about 8% of the
district. Thus, the district is in the intermediate climatic zone which is suitable for the production
of livestock and cereal crops. The soils are volcanic in origin mainly from basalt and tujjs. There

is also a mixture of silt and clay soils."*

The average annual rainfall in average amounts to 800-1200mm, which supplies sufficient water
for farming. The highest rainfall is recorded between June and September. The temperature
becomes high in March, April and May. The average annual temperature in average varies
between 14°C and 17°C and is higher in the southern and eastern parts of the district. The rainy

season starts from June and ends in September. '
1.1.3. Fauna and Flora

The district has a variety of wild life and vegetation. Monkey, warthog, fox, greater kudu, bush
duiker and leopard are animal species living in the forest land of the district. However, there is
no reserved area for wild life conservation. Natural vegetation and man-made forests exist in the
district. The data gained from the Oromia regional state show that 69,676 hectares of land are
covered by natural vegetation and 1224 hectares of forests are planted by man.'® Among plant
species, the area is renowned for its montane coniferous forests and juniper trees (juniperous
procera) which are predominant over other species. The greater area covered by the Dodola-

Adaba protected forest also lies in Dodola district. Tt had been producing a great amount of forest

" Council of Oromia Regional State,pp.59-60; Dodola wérdda Administration,p.3.

"% Federal Democratic Republic of Germany with Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Protection
and Management of Natural Forest (Frankfurt: Hartwig Ungethum, 1990),p.3.

' Council of Oromia Regional State,p.59.



products since 1962 and later on it was raised to a forest priority area in 1988. Doda, Geneta,
Serofta, Leliso, Kora, Comishello and Duja are forested gdbiilés as part of the protected forest
priority areas. This forest area has had great social and economic value as discussed in the fifth
chapter of my thesis o

1.2. Population Setting

Bale, which included Dodola, was under the administrative control of Hararge from Menilik's
conquest in 1892 to 1960.Thus, its distance from the administrative centre held back economic

development. The availability of social services was deficient for many years in the area. '8

The pattern of population settlement in Bale was largely determined by climatic variations. In the
highland areas the population density in the 1994 census reached about 20 persons per squarc
kilometer. Dodola is one of areas where the highest density of population has been registered in
Bale. The presence of cultivable land and a conducive climatic condition are among the major

factors that attracted permanent agricultural settlement in the district. 9

The Oromos are the numerically dominant people in Dodola, living together with other ethnic
groups. The 1994 census report indicated that about 95% of the population were Oromos and 5%
were Amhara, Gurage, Sidama, Walayta, Tigre and other nationalities. In terms of religious

composition the majority of the people in Dodola were and are Muslims. Ethiopian Orthodox

7 Federal Democratic Republic of Germany with FDRE,p.3.

18 golomon Korsa, “Rural Land Distribution and Management in the Highland Bale: A Study of Goba,
Dodola and Sinana 1975-1991” (MA Thesis, Department of History, Addis Ababa University,2005),p.5 ; Margery
Perham, The Government of Ethiopia (London: Faber and Faber Limited,1948),pp.288-293.

¥ Daniel Derresa, “Continuity and Change in the Status of Women: the Case of Arsi Oromo Living
Adjacent to Upper Wabe Valley, Dodola” (MA Thesis, Department of Social Anthropology, Addis Ababa
University, 2002).,p.21.



Christians, Protestants, Catholics and followers of traditional religion are also exercised in the

district. But, in Dodola more than 96 percent of the Oromos were followers of Islam.*

The 1994 House and Population Census of Ethiopia shows that in the district total population
reached 126,495 with 61,125 males and 65,370 females. The rural population amounted to
109,519 of whom 52,903 were males and 56,616 females in the thirty-eight peasant associations.
The urban population in Dodola town was 16,976 among whom 8,222 were males and 8,754

females.”

The 1994 figures available are the population number for the years after my thesis.”> The
population of Dodola must have been not so great between 1910-1991, because population
figures have increased all over Ethiopia in the twentieth century except perhaps temporarily in
some areas in time of war, famine and probably epidemics. Population number in Dodola in the
earlier years of my thesis period was certainly considerably less and has grown to the present

figure. However, there are no definite figures available.

According to the 1995 Oromia Region’s administrative restructuring, Dodola has a total of 38
giibdlés. After the administrative rearrangement of 2006, the district became part of the present
West Arsi Zone.” Residents of the town comprise merchants, government employees and
farmers. The number of newcomers to Dodola is increasing due to the growing trade, production

of cereal crops and the good climatic conditions.**

® Federal Democratic Republic of Germany with FDRE,p.7.

2 central Statistical Agency, House and Population Census of Ethiopia. Vol. 1, Part 1, 1994,p.212 ;
Daniel, “Continuity and Change .....”,p.22.

22 Informants: Afe Solomon HaileMariam and Obbo Kasim Nigash.

2% Council of Oromia Regional State,p.59.

% Bulchiinsa Magaalaa Dodolaa,“Karoora fi Tarsiimoo Bulchiinsa Magaalaa Dodolaa, Bara 1998-2000"

(Dodola, 1998 E.C/2006),pp.2-3.



1.2.1. Historical Background of the People

The Oromo people are numerous and have lived both in Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa for a
very long time. They have common ances(ry, language and tf:rritory.25 According to Braukamper
the original homeland of the Oromo people was located in the highland area between the area
occupied by Gedeo to the Upper Dawa in the west and the Gannale valley in the east.”® Different
views have been put forward on the original homeland of the Oromos before their expansion in
the sixteenth century. However, many scholars have agreed that the original home of the Oromos

was in the cool highlands of Bale specifically MaddaWalaabu.”’

The Arsi Oromos are the largest among the Barentu confederacy. The territory inhabited by the
Arsi Oromo stretches to Tullama and Ania (Harar) in the north, to the Somali inhabited Ogaden

areas in the east, to Borena in the South and to Sidama and Gedeo in the West.*®

According to the Arsi tradition, a man called Arse had begotten two sons; Sikko and Mando.
They in turn begot twelve children of whom seven belonged to Mando. These twelve sons are
fathers of all Arsi Oromos living in today's Arsi and Bale. When the Sikko lineage group left
for the present Arsi territory, the sons of Mando remained in Bale. Hence, the Arsi Oromos
living to the south of the Wabe Shebelle river usually distinguished themselves as the Mando
cluster (see appendix I) and considered the Wabe Shebelle river as the distinct boundary with the

Sikko. Nevertheless, a significant number of Sikko and Mando groups inhabited both sides of the

% Daniel, “Continuity and Change....”,p.23.

%6 Ulrich Braukamper, “Oromo Country of Origin.” In Proceedings of the Sixth International Conferences
of Ethiopian Studies of Ethiopian Studies, Tel Aviv April 14-17 (Boston: A.A Belkema,1986),p.35.

27 Daniel, “Continuity and Change...”,p.23; Paul B. Henze, Layers of Time. A History of Ethiopia (London:
Hurst and Company,2000),p.261.

28 Gromia Cultural and Tourism Bureau, Seenaa Oromoo hanga Jaarraa 16%11i, Seeccii Lammaffaa
(Finfinnee: Oromia Cultural and Tourism Bureau, 2013),p.242.
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Wabe River in Bale and the Arsi proper.29 The cultural setup, religion, socio- economic and
political life shared between the Sikko and Mando ascertain that Oromos living in Bale and Arsi
have a common ancestory and consider themselves as sons of one father. Thus, all Arsi Oromos
are traditionally believed to be the descendents of the two brothers who gave rise to the Oromo

people inhabiting the present day Bale, Arsi, parts of Shoa and Sidama.*

The upper Wabe Shebelle area shares a boundary with southern Arsi and the Sidama in its south
western edge. This area was exclusively the north western Bale. It was named after the Wabe
Sheblle river that makes a great basin in the area and its source starts near Dodola. This part of
Bale is usually called Gedab.?' Gedab refers to the area presently covered to the north west of
Kato Mountain (Sebsibe Washa) to the Wabe River. Adaba and Dodola belong to this specific

place but people usually use this name for the Dodola district.”

The district is surrounded by mountains on the side of Bale zone. During the medieval period,
the area of present Dodola Wiirdida is believed to have been part of the Hadiya Sultanate. To
support this premise, Terje asserted that a Cushitic speaking cluster, the Hadiya-Sidama groups,

were occupying the area early before the Arsi Oromos. Therefore, in Gedab area the Hadiya

I abdurahaman Kabeto, “Allo Arsi: The Institution of Customary Laws in the Upper WabeShebelle
Region” (BA Thesis, Department of History, Addis Ababa University, 1991),pp.3-5.

%0 Abdurahaman,pp.4-5; Informants: Obbo Kumbi Ketaro and Obbo Kedir Mohammed.

3 Federal Democratic Republic of Germany with FDRE,p.3.

32 [nformants: Obbo Abdurhaman Tufa and Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro; Richard Pankhurst, Ahmed Zakaria
and Taddesse Beyene, “An Overview of Stone Age Sites of Gadeb, Melka Konture and Beseka: Ethiopia ”
Proceedings of the First National Conference of Ethiopian Studies , April 11-12,1990 (Addis Ababa: Addis Ababa
University Press, 1990),p.273.



traits can still be identified among some Oromo clans such as Doda, Chatimana, Adamonye and

Woshermina as similar names are found in Hadiya.33

It is not necessary to enter into the debate on pre-Oromo settlement for the purpose of my thesis.
As stated above, the great majority of the present inhabitants of Dodola are Oromo, who regard
themselves as belonging to the following major clans: Rayya, Hawaxu, Kajawa, Wanama, Uta,
Wayu, and Biltu (Haroji). These clans are commonly known as the families of Mandoyu (Mando

families).™

The strong unity and life in a common manner assure inter-clan relationship and cohesion among
Arsi Oromos living in Dodola. Moreover, ‘Arsoma * (Arsihood) is a welcoming term and a
binding force for the existing bond. The Dodola Arsi Oromo kinship structure is analogous to the
whole of the Oromo nation, characterized by patrilineal organization. They are organized on the
basis of blood relationship. However, the kinship structure does not only depend on blood ties
but also incorporates non-kins into their descent line through guddifacha (adoption) and
moggaafacha (assimilation). The Dodola Arsi Oromo organized its kinship structure into five

levels: Mana/ Warra (Family), Ardaa (minor lineage), balbala (lineage) and Gosa (clan).”
1.3. Imperial Incorporation in 1892

The second half of the nineteenth century saw a remarkable process of the expansion of the

Ethiopian empire. From 1870-1900 larger territories in the southern, south west and south

* Terje @steby, A History of Islam and Inter-Religious Relations in Bale: Ethiopia (Stockholm: Uppsala
Universily Press, 2005),pp.9-14; I. Spencer Trimingham, Islam in Ethiopia (London: Oxford University
Press,1952),p.91.

¥ Oromia Cultural and Tourism Bureau, pp.233-234; Informants: Obbo Abba Chabsa Tahiro , Obbo
Gemechu Roba and Obbo Robe Mama.

3 Ayalew Duressa , “Guddifachaa: Adoption Practice in Oromo Society with Particular Reference to the
Borana Oromo” ( MA Thesis, Department of Social Anthropology, Addis Ababa University, June 2002),p.90;
Informants: Obbo Kumbi Ketaro, Obbo Burka Chukuru and Obbo Woliyi Kayo.
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eastern regions were incorporated into the Ethiopian state. These parts of the country comprised
diverse nationalities and a very large number of population living under their traditional

administration.™®

In the period before the imperial conquest, the Bale region was a self-governing entity. The

submission of Bale was preceded by the complete imperial control of Arsi region in 1881 2

The process of imperial incorporation and the Great Famine were two of the major internal
events in Ethiopia in the last decades of the nineteenth century. The Great Famine was a drastic
event that caused the death of large numbers of people and cattle.™ Although the degree of its
occurrence was different from one place to another, in Dodola also a severe famine occurred in
this period. It was a serious challenge for the people to maintain their former condition of life
because death and great loss of property led to a moral crisis. The people of Bale including
Dodola encountered another challenge immediately after the Great Famine. This was the

problem of an epidemic of smallpox. This disease continued for about one year.39

The process of incorporation and inclusion of Bale to the central state first took place from the
direction of Arsi, Dida'a. It was started in 1891.The imperial forces could not easily overrun the
Bale areas. Lenjiso Diga from the Koloba clan organized the people and resisted the incoming

forces of Menilek that entered via Dida a. The resistance under Lenjiso could not withstand the

3¢ Donald Crummey, Land and Society in the Christian Kingdom of Ethiopia from the Thirteenth to the
Twentieth Century (Chicago: Tllinois University Press, 2000),p.223.

¥ Mindaye Abebe,“The Oromo of Bale: A Historical Survey to 1974” (MA Thesis, Department of
History, Addis Ababa University, 2005),p.44.

3 Addis Hiwet, Ethiopia from Autocracy to Revolution (London: Merlin Press, 1975),p.102.

3 Informants: Obbo Hasen Lencho , Obbo Chako Wako and Obbo Mekonnen Hasen.
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superior arms of the imperial force. Lenjiso was defeated and the people who supported him

gave up resistance and the forces of emperor could advance into Bale.*

A Wollo Sheik, Busari, who came to Bale was preaching Islam. However, it is also reported that
using this mission he gave intelligence to Menilek in Bale. He served in the army of Ras Darge
as a soldier during the campaign to Arsi and was awarded a title, Fitawrari. After the submission
of Arsi, Ras Darge led his troops, who were mainly of Amhara origin, and mobilized them to
Bale in October 1891.Crossing the Wabe River they camped in the south around Malka Querele
usually called by the local people Malka Amara (the river of Amhara). Then Ras Darge sent an
ultimatum and demanded representatives of Mando and Sikko to acknowledge his total control

4
over the area. :

Two prominent clan leaders are always remembered in connection with the imperial conquest of
Bale. These were Kabir Huba of the Koloba Clan and Watte Debu of the Kadu clan. In 1891
when Ras Darge directed his soldiers towards Bale he immediately met these two individuals. As
the complete surrender of Arsi was known, Kabir Huba was eager to submit to Ras Darge. He
assured Ras Darge the willingness of all the clans of the Bale Oromo (o accept imperial control.
This promise eroded people’s vigor to resist the incoming imperial forces and has not been

forgotten by Bale Oromos. "

Incorporation to the Ethiopian state was inevitable. The imperial force headed by Ras Darge and
his son Asfaw Darge mobilized soldiers to Dodola area from Gata. There was a small scale
resistance in Dodola against the imperial incorporation though it ended without success. The

people did not firmly resist the imperial force since they were in dilemma whether to wage war

40 Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro and Obbo Hussein Jawo.
‘! Mindaye,p.48; Informants: Obbo Hussein Galchu and Obbo Yaya Kasim.
i Terje,p.33; Informants: Obbo Robe Mama and Obbo Abba Chabsa Tahiro.

11



or make peaceful submission. Therefore, the forces of Ras Darge could easily overrun the area

without much resistance from the people.*’

After imperial incorporation all the Arsi clans of Gedab area accepted the conquerors. In return
the conquerors acknowledged Bui Falama, a local notable who had negotiated on behalf of the
Dodola people, as administering balabat in Gedab (Adaba, Dodola and Hasasa) and Alaba (the
present Kokossa and Nansabo) areas. This area covers from the Kato mountain in the east to the

border of Sidama in the west. It was demarcated by the Wabe Shebelle river in the north,**

The imperial conquest was completed in July 1892, Like most of the Bale areas, incorporation of
Dodola to the Ethiopian empire was achieved through diplomatic persuasion and military and
political pressure. In general most of the Oromo leaders in Bale also peacefully submitted to the
imperial force, to avoid defeat and devastation. A military expedition and diplomatic action
under Ras Darge SehaleSillasie and his son Ddjjazmac Asfaw Darge successfully conquered the
area.®

The Dodola area became the main gate for the Ndftdnria settlers to occupy the whole Bale area.
Therefore, the people of the district faced every imposition of the conquerors and were exposed

to the newly introduced socio-economic and political system before any of the other Bale

46
Oromos.

“3 Informants: Obbo Hussein Jawo , Obbo Kabeto Garjaja and Obbo Gemechu Roba.
* Terje ,p.35; Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro and Obbo Woliyi Kayo.

*> Mindaye,p.44 ; Informants: Obbo Kabeto Garjaja and Obbo Chako Wako.

“® Informants: Obbo Yaya Kasim, Obbo Usman Bati and Obbo Gemechu Roba.
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1.4. Traditional Administration, Religion and Traditional Social Values and Practices

The Gada system is a system of classes based on age, so that power holders succeed each other
every eight years. Gada principles have some important structures comparable to modern
government administrative institutions. The Barentu Oromos practiced the gada system in their
social, economic and political life. 47 Prior to incorporation by the imperial state, the Arsi people

of Dodola were governed by an Abba Bokku (holder of the sceptf:r).48

Power holders assumed military, economic, political and ritual responsibilities for a limited term
of office. The elected individuals served only for eight years and would be replaced by newly
clected officials. Abba Gada or Abba Bokku, Abba Seera (head of judiciary) and Abba Duula
(war leader) were important officials and posts in gada administration. Leaders at each level
were elected on the basis of their achievements and their contributions in the society.49

The gada system was suffering from multifaceted factors for change in the late nineteenth
century. The problem of the Great Famine (1888-1892) undermined gada practices in Dodola.
Another scourge besides the Great Famine was the epidemic of smallpox (gifira). This disease

was spreading throughout Dodola in 1892.%

The gada system revived after these subsequent events but faced other challenges. The conquest
of the Ethiopian imperial state reduced the importance of this egalitarian institution. The Oromo
gada system and its role become minimal. In addition to the Islamic and Christian pressures, it

was downgraded by the new imperial feudal bureaucracy. Nevertheless, the gada system did not

47 Asmerom Legesse, Gada. Three Approaches to the Study of African Societies (New York: The Free
Press, 1973).p.8.

*8 1nformants: Obbo Kabeto Garjaja and Obbo Gemmechu Roba.

“ Asmerom,p.8; Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro , Obbo Kabeto Garjaja, and Obbo Yaya Kasim.

50 Tnformants: Obbo Kabeto Garjaja and Obbo Robe Mama.
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entirely disappear. It continued among the Oromo people of Dodola as a guiding principle in

their socio-political, cultural and economic life.”!

The Arsi Oromo of Dodola are among the few Oromos who still practice gada administration.
However, after incorporation the traditional leaders became co-opted by the imperial
administration, so that gada as a governing system dwindled. The Oromo clans in Dodola found
themselves taxpaying gédbbar, inferior to and dependent on the new rulers. The amount of
tributes that the gdbbar were paying to landlords depended on their number of livestock. A new
economic structure and the centralized system replaced to a large extent the former gada

institution.”

The imperial incorporation not only negatively influenced the political, socio-economic and
cultural life of the indigenous people, but was also viewed as an attack against their religion. The
people had previously practiced the traditional religion Waageffanna, and only a few had
accepted Tslam. As compared to Christianity, Islam had been spreading to a limited extent among
the Oromos in Dodola because it could go along with the Oromo religious and cultural
practi(‘,es.53 The people of Dodola were agro-pastoralists and consumed mainly animal products.
The coming of the Amhara conquerors forced them, if they became Christian, to fast from

animal products but this was difficult for the people as compared to fasting in Islam.”

5! Abdurhaman,p.1; Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro and Obbe Kabeto Garjaja; Daniel, “Continuity
and Change ...”,p.32; Trimingham,p.191.

52 Daniel, “Continuity and Change ....”,p.36; Informants: Obbo Robe Mama and Obbo Haji Gobu.

% Terje.pp.38-40; Informant: Obbo Kedir Mohammed.

54 Informants: Obbo Chako Wako and Obbo Robe Mama.
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The Dodola Arsi Oromos have a similar world view with other Oromo groups. Hence, the pre-
Islamic and pre-Christian religion of the Oromo was Waageffata. They believe in Waga or the

sky God. They neither went to churches nor mosques.55

Many Arsi Oromos made annual pilgrimage to the Abba Muudaa (father of anointment) of Dallo
who was given the name Waayuu Godaa. There, they prayed for the prosperity of Oromo land.
The Abba Muudaa anointed and blessed the jilas (pilgrims) and advised them to maintain peace
among the Oromos. When they came back to their locality the jilas would ask the people to pray
for the well-being of the society. The jilas gave thanks to Waga, prayed and sanctified the people
by the virtue of the blessing they had received from the Abba Muudaa. Prayers and blessings

were carried out with symbolic use of grass, water and earth.’®

In Dodola Islam and Ethiopian Orthodox Christianity became widely exercised after the
Ethiopian liberation of 1941 and Waageffanna is limited to only a few people today. The
majority of followers of Christianity are found in the town of Dodola and other small towns in
the district, in Serofta, Heraro, Qechema, Negelle Meexxama, Edo and other small rural towns.
A very small number are also living in the countryside. Thus, the greater number of population in

the rural areas of the district are Muslims.”’

The Oromo people had their own particular methods of administering justice. They deliberated

decisions based on the level of complexity of different matters. However, in all cases negotiation

55 Daniel, “Continuity and Change ....”,p.48; Informants : Obbo Usman Bati, Obbo Gemmechu Roba
and Obbo Hajaro Lugamo.

s6 Daniel, “Continuity and Change ...” pp.48-51; Ayalew, p.34; Informants: Obbo Gemechu Roba and
Obbo Hasen Lencho: Mohammed Hassen, The Oromo of Ethiopia: A History 1570-1860 (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1990),p.8.

T Dodola Municipality, p.3.
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would be held first to ensure an optimum solution as well as binding rc\greemf:nts.58 Gumaa was
an essential element of the gada system, functioning to handle fairly and resolve conflicts before
they escalated. As part of gada principles gumaa was serving to ensure justice among the

Oromos .”’

In Dodola also this customary law contributed to resolve controversies, avoiding the breakdown
of social values and minimizing socially prohibited acts. This institution enabled correction of
wrong deeds mainly murder and commonly called blood reparation. The gumaa system was

based on mediation by elders and compensation for wrongs, paid in money or in kind.®

In Arsi tradition the Abba Bokku and other tribal elders were responsible for securing peace in
society through mediation and arbitration. Following a wrongdoer confessing his wrongful act,
the elders concluded an investigation and came to a decision which the criminal accepted. After
sacrificing a heifer, reconciliation of the criminal and the person or family he had victimized

would be concluded in the final peace settlement. Thus, it involved cultural and ritual activities.”'

In gumaa tradition women were not liable to punishment under the gumaa principles, even
though they had committed an offence in the society. The society claimed that “Dubartiin Jilba
hin guuttu”(women are not fit for mediation). The husband would be presented at the trial on
behalf of his wife and the husband followed all the gumaa process. Thus, no one would take acts
of revenge against women because it was believed that a woman lived under the protection of her

husband. If a daughter or small son did the wrong deeds, the father would be penalized on behalf

%% Alemayhu Haile and Boshi Gonfa, The History of Oromo io the Sixteenth Century (Finfinne :
np,1998),p.229.

% Abdurhaman,p.2; Informants: Obbo Robe Mama, Obbo Abdurhaman Seid and Obbo Kadir Mohammed.

8 Adem Geleto, “ Customary Laws as Conflicts Management Institution. The case of Gumaa in the
Oromo of Kofele District” (BA Thesis , Department of History, Dire Dawa University, June 2011),pp.9-11;
Informant: Obbo Abba Chabsa Tahiro.

' Informants: Obbo Kabeto Garjaja and Obbo Tbrahim Tola.
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of his children. Physical injuries such as cutting ears, breaking legs and teeth, blows to the eyes
and injuries to the skull, destroying properties by fire and stealing horses and oxen was liable to

be administered by Gumaa Fakki (minor rules than g,munaa).62

Cooperative working was and still is among the values of Oromo society. Debo or Jiga
(traditional cooperation) are common to them.*® This cooperation created long existing ties
among families and in the neighborhood. Male partners in different farming activities and
females in domestic work cooperate to make the work easy.®* Ketebo has asserted that social
values like Debo (Jiga) maintained physical labor cooperation for difficult work among the Arsi
Oromos and they helped each other. Traditional cooperation also took the form of different
associations for the betterment of the society.®

Summary and Conclusion

Dodola district and Dodola town are situated in former Bale. They are mostly in the temperate
zone with abundant water and good soil. The population has long been predominantly Oromo.
Dodola was incorporated in to the Ethiopian empire in 1892 with little resistance. The gada
system then declined (but survives up to a point in Dodola district) and imperial administration
and oppression followed. The traditional waageffanna also declined as people adopted Islam or

some, Ethiopian Orthodox Christianity.

2 Informants: Obbo Kumbi Ketaro, Obbo Robe Mama and Obbo Abba Chabsa Tahiro.

% Balamberas Jabesa Ejeta, Yd Oromo Biher Achir Tarik (Addis Ababa: Artistic Printing Press,
1982),p.199. Debo is common among the Oromos. It is known by different names to the Oromos living in the west,
east, south and north of the region: Jiga in Arsi and Bale, Guza in Harar all are referring to this traditional
cooperation(see Jebesa,pp.199-205).

64 Jabesa,p.199.

5 Ketebo Abdiyo, “A Historical Survey of Arsi-Oromo cal910-1974” (MA Thesis, Department of History,
Addis Ababa University, 1999),p.83. ; Informants : Obbo Chako Wako and Obbo Abdurhaman Seid.
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Chapter Two
Dodola from 1910-1937

2. Administrative Bureaucracy and Socio-Economic Life

2.1. Imperial Administration

The imperial expansion to Bale was basically motivated by Menilek's desire for political
incorporation and controlling the resources of the region.' After establishing relative political
stability in all conquered lands, four administrative divisions were established under army
officers in Bale. Goba, Dello, Dodola and Ginnir were the centers of administration. Thus,
Dodola emerged as one of these four administrative divisions. The central government put into
effect an indirect rule through appointing the local traditional Oromo leaders (abba bokkus) as
balabats. However, the gada system was though less important but could survived and its
principles contributed to resolve conflicts and maintained cooperation among the people even
after incorporation. In Bale only Bui Falama of Dodola and Chakke Enale of Dello were
appointed outside the former abba bokkus while other balabats were selected from the abba

bokkus.?

The new administration began exercising coercive acts and feudal legal policies in the area.’
There was political control both by government soldiers and civil officials, known by the name
ndftdnna and mdlkdnia respectively, to ensure the collection of government tributes (gibir).4 In
administrative structure, the balabats had a key position through which the central government
ensured overall socio-economic and political dominance in the area. They were the most trusted

local officials in the feudal Ethiopian state. According to Cohen and Koehn, the central

! Donald Donham and Wendy James (eds.), The Southern Marches of Imperial Ethiopia , Essays in History
and Social Anthropology (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986),p.46.

* Terje,pp.33-35.

* Informants: Obbo Kabe Wayu and Obbo Robe Mama.

* Solomon,p.6; Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro and Obbo Abdella Ararso.
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government used to select balabats from the clans with majority people in many areas to secure

its political dominance over the local population.”

The central government expected the balabats to induce the local population to accept the
government's policies. When different decrees were proclaimed, they informed the people about
the implementation of the new regulations. The balabats supervised activities of government in
their respective distant area and presented reports to the central government. The issue of
security was also among the major tasks assigned to them.® This status was certainly inheritable
so that the son of the former balabat usually succeeded to power without any question. They
usually succeeded by inheritance if the government agreed. The balabats were government
appointees, so the government only wanted loyal and effective men. Usually the government

allowed sons to inherit the office but was not obliged to do so.’

The Dodola (Gedab) area was wide in its geographical coverage and had a large population. For
a long period both people of other Bale areas and the provincial governors usually perceived the

Gedab area as a separate administrative zone from Bale.®

After the establishment of those four administrative districts in Bale, the central government
wanted to ensure political control over this area. The traditional Oromo leaders and elders of the
area were then informed to choose three persons for the government administrative work in
Dodola. Bui Falama, Qonxari Wajaga and Jarra Felaco were chosen as candidates with the
recommendation of the governor of Bale, Ras LeulSigid, and sent to the imperial palace for

appointment. The emperor welcomed these men. First they were given a chance to propose

5 John Michael Cohen and Peter H. Koehn, Ethiopian Provincial and Municipal Government Imperial
Patterns and Post-Revelutionary Challenges (East Lansing: African Studies Center ,1980),p.31.

8 Ibid.; Informants: Obbo Kumbi Ketaro and Obbo Geribe Wabe.

" Informants: Aro Niiga HaileMariam and Obbo Juara Gelgelu.

¥ Informants: Obbo Kiniso Wabe and Obbo Abdurhaman Tufa.
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themselves who among them should hold the posts of balabat, burga and chigasum. Thus, after a
discussion they decided to suggest the post of balabat to Bui, burga to Qonxari and chigasum to
Jarra. The emperor then accepted their opinion and approved the appointments. Jarra was older
than the other two and was abba bokku of that time. Nevertheless, he wanted to receive only a
minor post because of dissatisfaction with the feudal bureaucracy.gAfter nomination, the emperor
asked their willingness to accept Christianity, but only Bui Falama agreed to be baptized while

Jarra and Qonxari preferred to remain followers of Waaqejfam.m
2.2. The First Settlement in the Area of the Later Dodola District

The foundation of Dodola town was a few years after the complete control of the Ethiopian state
over the entire upper Wabe Shebelle (the Gadeb) areas.!' The name “Dodola” comes after the
small hill “Tullu Dodola” (Mount Dodola) which is found six kilometers from the present site of
the Dodola town. The area was inhabited by the Shedema clan. As described in chapter one, the
current evidence suggests that Dodola was the name of a person who had lived on the present
site of Dodola town.'? The founders and early settlers of the town mainly belonged to the
Shedama, the dominant clan in the area. This clan occupied the area encompassing the town and

the present gdbdilés bordering the town."

The need to establish a market was first raised by the people, requesting a market from their
traditional leaders. This was because the people used to buy coffee from Sidamo, grains from
Bale and cloth from Wolayta. The Dodola people were not yet well acquainted with production

of sufficient grains and chiefly relied on animal products, so that in the first decade of the

? Dodola Municipality,p.1; Informants: Obbo Robe Mama, Obbo Usman Bati and Obbo Hajaro Lugamo.
19 \nformants: Obbo Robe Mama, Obbo Usman Bati and Obbe Hajaro Lugamo.

" {nformants: Obbo Haji Gobu , Obbo Garibe Wabe and Obbo Abba Chabsa Tahiro.

"2 Dodola Municipality,pp.1-2.

13 Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro and Obbo Kedir Elemo.
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twentieth century the people wanted a local market where merchants would bring coffee, grain

and cloth for sale."*

The availability of water for their cattle was also another factor that motivated the people to
choose the present site. Thus, the town lay between two continuously flowing rivers, the Lensho
and the Kora."” Another historical event that led to the early settlement in Dodola was associated
with the establishment of GibriKristos church in 1910. The few followers of the Orthodox
religion had been unhappy since the early twentieth century because of the absence of a church
in the area. Those appointed as administrators and who came as soldiers also had a similar
problem. The only place for their religious worship and to bury the dead Christians was Hogiso
in Kokkosa. This place was 52 kilometers from the present Dodola town which was too difficult

for regular religious practi(:es.16

Leaders who were coming from Goba as Menilek's administrators and the local converted
Orthodox Christians had to go to Hogiso for any religious matters. Bui Falama and officials
assigned from Goba by the imperial government and local Christians were demanding the
establishment of a church in Dodola.'” Bui was an eager and dedicated man to alleviate every
problem in the area. He wanted useful changes in so far as he was able to introduce them and he
established a small market, as described below. Bui requested the governor of Bale, Ras
LeulS#gid, through his Baldmawals (advisors) to establish a church in Dodola. Ras LeulSigid

administered Bale ca.1897-1910. Unfortunately he died and Ras Nadew succeeded as governor

'* Informants: Obbo Abba FogeTahiro, Obbo Abdurhaman Tufa and Obbo Kiniso Wabe.
5 Dodola Municipality,p.2.
16 Informants: ObboYared Wiirkiniih, Mémire Tiklu Wirkinih and Aro Niga HaileMariam,
17 30
Ibid.
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of Bale (ca.1910-1917). Still the question of establishing a church in Dodola continued during

the time of Ras Nadew.'®

The central government sent two priests and four deacons with the GibriKristos Ark to Dodola
in 1910.They proposed to establish the church at Lensho Afaf (near the Lensho river). It was at a
distance of one kilometer to the south west of the present Dodola town. The people were not
happy with this location since it was not appropriate for later permanent settlement. This place

was hilly, indeed they preferred to build the church in a semi-plain area at Deneba.'’

The new church was established in 1910 at Deneba outside the present town. This place was also
called Sifara Qeesii (village of priests) and was a place where the government tax was collected.
The terrain discomforted population settlement and the people moved down to the nearby plain
arca. A few people and a church were therefore in this area even before there was a market and a

small village which preceded Dodola town.”
2.2.1. Historical Foundation of Dodola Town and District

The demand of the local people for a market was increasing. In Dodola the local balabat, Bui, in
support of the public interest decided to establish a market. Qechema was first proposed to be a
market place. However, people had already settled on a more plain area about one kilometer to
the north of Deneba and this, as explained below is where a market was later established, at the
present location of Dodola town. But the church has remained at Deneba until present. The

people were well-situated in this new place and started transactions through barter. The medium

18 [nformants: Mémire Tiklu Wirkinih and Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro; Ketema Meskela, “Evolution of
Land Ownership and Tenancy in the Highland Bale: A Case Study of Goba, Sinana and Dodola to 1974” (MA
Thesis, Department of History, Ababa University, 2001),p.40.

19 GibriKristos Church Hundred Years Anniversary Committee, Fere Hayimanot ( §é L7757, No |
Ginbot 14/2010 (Hawasa: A Bulletin Produced by AM Printing PLC, 2010),p.17;, Informants: Afo Niga
HaileMariam and Mdmire Tiklu Wirkindh.

™ Ibid.
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of exchange in the market was butter for barley. This new market contributed to the early growth

of the Dodola town.”'

Fitawrari ( he was awarded this title, see footnote 30 below) Bui Falama, was thus more inspired
to establish the market on this vast plain. Its topography and proximity to water made the new
site better than Deneba and Qechema.22 Bui coordinated the leading clan elders and gada leaders.
On this occasion they summoned the people together to inaugurate the establishment of the
market with a gada celebration. The two abba bokkus at the time, Jarra Felaco of the Geneta clan
and Qonxari Wajaga of the Babbo, were the main actors for this objective. Jarra was the main
abba bokku and played a coordinating role for this historical event. The date of foundation was
with the gada ceremony of the people. A special feast of gada celebration was conducted, with
traditional Oromo food and drinks. Elders gave blessings and prayed for the new village and the

whole Oromo Society. Then Dodola as a small village and market place was set up in 1910.%

As a recent bulletin prepared by the Dodola town Municipality shows, Dodola was founded on
the basis of oath taking. The Arsi Oromos swore as follows, “Dodola sidhaabannee, Hirphaa
ambaan lafatti gadi nu dhaabi” (Dodola we have set you up to shoulder our life for our eternal
well-being). Then the name Dodola later continued as the name for the district and the new

town.>* Therefore, the need to establish a market, public interest to find an appropriate place for

2 Informants: Ato Biikili Abaynih , Obbo Robe Mama, Obbo Yaya Kasim and Ao Yared Wiirkinih.

2 Informants: Obbo Chako Wako, Obbo Abba Chabsa Tahiro and Obbo Kumbii Ketaro.

3 Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro, Obbo Yaya Kasim and Obbo Kabeto Garjaja; Dodola
Municipality, p.2.

% Dodola Municipality, p.1-2.
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the church and the zeal of the balabat coordinated as contributory factors for the birth of the

present Dodola town.”

Dodola became the name for the town and the district from this time onwards. The town shared a
boundary with Alwanso gébiilé in the north, Deneba in the south, Qechema in the west and Kora
Berisa river in the east.’® The town is bounded by two rivers. One of these is the Kora at a
distance of 1.5 kilometers in the east flowing from the south east to the north east. The other one
is the Lensho river about 2 kilometers from the centre of the town which flows from the south
west of the town to the north east. The two rivers join the Wabe Shebelle at different p}aces.27 In
the pre-Ttalian occupation period the residents in Dodola village (not yet a town in size ) did not

exceed 800 pr:oplc.28

For the first three decades of the twentieth century Dodola was a centre for the small districts
found in the Gedab area. These were Kokkosa, Nensabo, Adaba and Dodola itself. Thus, in the
Gedab area administrative orders, financial regulations and issues related to justice were
administered from this political centre.?? In addition to Fitawrari Bui, Qdfiazmac Tahiro Yaya
was the most prominent person for his important role in the Dodola area. Tahiro was a famous
and able person who had a comparable public acceptance with Bui. He was an orator and had the

ability to deal wisely with matters raised among the Arsi people of the area. He knew Oromo

2% Dodola Municipality.p.1; Dodola Wérdda Administration, pp.2-3: informants: Obbo Burka Chukuru and
Ato Yared Wirkinih.

%6 Dodola Municipality,pp.2-3; Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro and Obbo Robe Mama.

27 Gizachew Girma,“Water Supply System in the Dodola Town” (BA Thesis, Department of Geography,
Addis Ababa University, 1993),p.13.

% Ibid.,pp.7-8.

2 Informants: Ato Yared Wirkinih, Obbo Abba Chabsa Tahiro and Obbo Burka Chukuru.
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customs and traditions very well and had a reputation for wise decisions on public matters.

These two figures were chiefly from the dominant Shedama clan of Dodola area. They played a
vital role in execution of all orders coming from the centre. The only distinguishing manner that
made Qdiiazmac Tahiro Yaya different from the non-former abba bokku, Fitawrari Bui, was that
Tahiro maintained his power mainly by the virtue of descent from the leading clan. However,
Bui had got the appointment by his strong commitment and devotion after the imperial

. ; 3
Incorporation. .

Qéifiazmac Tahiro followed the style of Abba Jifar of Jimma in giving his sons a name preceded
by “abba’(father). The reason why he associated them with Abba Jifar by this naming was
related to a man who came to worship at the shrine of Sheik Hussein from Jimma. This person
was Sheik Tbrahim. He was among Sheik Hussein's followers whom the Arsi Oromos usually
called “Gariba Sheik Hussein” (servant of Sheik Hussein). Sheik Ibrahim was visiting Qdnazmac
Tahiro's family every year on his way to and from Bale. This intimacy made Tahiro well known
to the Jimma king Abba Jifar II. Then the chain of relationship was more and more enhanced by
the exchange of greeting letters between Qiifiazma¢ Tahiro and Abba Jifar through Sheik
Ibrahim. Thus, Qéfiazmac Tahiro decided to give his sons the appellation abba like Abba J ifar.
Hence, abba Cabsa, abba Jifar, abba Bulgu, abba Diga, Abba Duulaa, abba Foge and abba Jabal

were Tahiro's sons having a first name the same as the Jimma ruler.”

30 [nformants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro, Obbo Kumbi Ketaro and Obbo Kabeto Garjaja. In Arsi Oromo area
people usually called the governor a balabat even though they had another titles (see Bizuwork ). Bui was in fact at
about the same time officially given the title Fitawrari but I haven’t been able to find out when it was awarded to
him.

31 Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro, Obbo Abba Chabsa Tahiro and Obbo Abdella Ararso.

2 Informants: Obbo Tufa Galchu, Obbo Hussein Roba and Obbo Kedir Gammada.
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Some people have believed that Tahiro was ambitious to assume monarchical status. However,

his son Abba Foge, one of my key informants, and other nearest relatives told me that this name

abba emanated from the mere relationship between the two distant men. Their relation was
known to people. Tahiro was a notable person and a religious man so that he had no desire to be
a monarch in Gadeb area even if that had been possible to claim for himself which obviously it

33
was not.

Other imperial administrators were also assigned in Gedab (Dodola) area. After the death of Ras
LeulSiigid, Ras Nadew had power in Bale. Then Grazmac Bahiru Kibre, Grazmac Likeleh and
Diijjazma¢ Lemesa were appointed to administer the Dodola area.** They governed the area
through balabats (officials who were also landlords), burgas (an intermediary between the

balabat and the people) and chigasums (village chiefs).*®

Qonxari and Jara enforced regulations received from the balabat. They collected tributes from
the people and made greeting speeches to the crowds on behalf of the balabat during his public
visits. The people of Gedab strongly opposed the inclusion of the area under Hararge fdgqlay
gizat. This was because the people had to go too far from Dodola to Bale and Hararge for court

cases and matters related to administration.”®
2.3. Land Issues and Subsequent Developments

In Bale the period prior to the conquest of Menilek IT was characterized by communal ownership
of land. Therefore, there was no legal privatization and inheritance of land. But use rights and

inheritance obtained by customary agreement in practice existed. Land was regarded as common

3 Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro, Obbo Abba Chabsa Tahiro and Obbo Yaya Kasim.
3 Ketema,p.40; Informants: Obbo Kedir Gemmeda and Obbo Hussein Galchu.

35 Informants: Obbo Husein Galchu, Obbo Kadir Elemo and Obbo Usman Bati.

3 Informants: Afo Yared Wiirkiniih and Obbo Burka Chukuru.

26



property and accessible to all members of the clan. Each clan had a dwelling area and the land
was considered to be under the clans’ strict control despite there being no fixed boundary clearly
demarcating them.”’

The demarcation was made by the principle commonly known as Baala Buufachuu (putting
leaves). Baala buufachu is the literal translation implying putting leaves on the ground but this
does not mean actually demarcating by leaf. The communal land was usually wide. Therefore,
the gosa leaders would create demarcation using big trees or stones found on the boundary of the
clan’s land.™

The first two decades of the twentieth century were marked by some land alienation in the Bale
areas. There was no massive expropriation and complete loss of land use rights at the time of

conquest and for some years after. However, land was taken from the local population as a

punishment for their resistance to the government, for instance killing the nc’tﬁc’iﬁﬁa.39

There was domination of northern settlers over the land of the conquered areas. The emperor in
Ethiopia’s past was the central figure to make or remove grants of rights to take tribute from
land. Thus, the order to distribute grants was coming from the emperor. The emperor supported
provincial governors, the military forces and other civil officials by making these grants in their
respective areas. Therefore, receiving these grants gave government functionaries the advantages

to collect taxation and tributes for themselves and the status of a privileged class.*

7 Ketema,pp.40-41; Informants: Obbo Abba Chabsa Tahiro and Obbo Geribe Wabe.

38 Informants: Obbo Robe Mama, Obbo Mohammed Tena and Obbo Kabeto Garjaja.

¥ Ketema,p.2.

“ Eshetu Chole, “Taxation in Ethiopia: Analysis of Structure, Policy and Performance.”(MSC in
Economics , University of Illinois, 1968),p.23; John W. Harbenson, “State and Social Transformation in Modern
Ethiopia.”In Marina Ottaway (ed.), The Political Economy of Ethiopia (New York and London :Pracger Publisher,
1990),p.73.
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Incorporation into the Ethiopian empire led to unequal land distribution between the new
niiftéiiiia and melkdniia settlers and the indigenous Oromo society in the region.’" A new form of
property ownership emerged where land became viewed as the individual’s property. A large
proportion of land was taken by the new settlers but still most of the land remained in the hands
of the indigenous Oromos. Thus, land was possessed by Oromos, settlers and the Ethiopian
Orthodox churches. The churches were given land by the government as the Ethiopian empire
expanded. All land holders, including those who held land from the churches, were recognized as
landholding taxpayers. The new settlers and the churches had their own tenants. In this situation
it was the gdbbar (tenant farmers) who were victims. Thus, the effect of conquest was not only

loss of land but also very heavy taxation and forced labor services.

The allocation of peasantry to northerners as gibbar was to retain control of land by the settlers
and to provide support for them. The néftéifiias made multiple and onerous demands on gébbiirs
both in kind and labor services in Dodola area. The gébbars were required to pay the state asrat
(one tenth of their produce) and payment for churches. Asrar was not previously known in

Dodola but was introduced after the 1892 imperial incorporation.”

The gosa leaders (clan leaders) could also maintain their position as balabats (landlords) and
were subordinate to the government. They cooperated with administering officials making sure
that the obligations of gédbbar were fulfilled.** Tn Dodola the balabats were not granted land until

the 1960s but they were able to retain the land formerly left to them by their ancestors and were

*! Crummey, p.223.

*2 Terje, p.36;Informants: Obbo Woliyi Kayo and Obbo Abdurhaman Seid.

i Ketema,p.5:Informants: Obbo Kumbi Ketaro and Obbo Robe Mama.

“ Ketema,p.2; Terje,P.36 ; Informants: Obbo Haji Gobu, Obbo Hajaro Lugamo and Obbo Burka Chukuru.
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given gdibbar to serve them. Nevertheless, the right of gosa leaders to administer land by the

. : 45
former clan principles dwindled.

The balabat was a hereditary holder of risz. Since the nineteenth century, this title (balabar) has
also denoted hereditary chiefs in the south of Ethiopia. Thus all balabats were not only the
governors but possessed rist. Therefore, people usually called the governors and other landlords
the balabat. The miilkéiiias enforced orders they received from the misliné (governor, the name
misliné was also sometimes equivalent to district) and supervised tax collection. They acted as
disciplinary officials either directly appointed by the emperor or provincial governors and were

assigned géibbars as long as they served the state.*®

The mdlkéinifias (local officials) and the Saliiga (military commanders) required payments in kind
(mostly cereals) from the peasantry. They were sent from the centre to all areas in Dodola and
were directly accountable to the central government. They had gabbar assigned to them who
were forced to pay tributes and give labour services to them. The mdilkdnfias introduced a new
system of forced labor so that the géibbars were expected to render services working on the fields
and elsewhere. They obliged the people to build houses for them in the villages where they were
assigned to execute their duty. This physical and mental burden was very heavy for the Oromos

as compared to the former egalitarian gada rule.*’

The role of miilkéiffias was very harsh to the people of Dodola especially in the pre-Italian

occupation period.48 In addition to the tribute they collected for government, mdlkdinfias

*> Mindaye,p.31.

“ Bizuwork Zewde, “The Problem of Tenancy and Tenancy Bills ,with Particular Reference to Arsi” (MA
Thesis, Addis Ababa University,1992),p.12.

“T John Markakis, Ethiopia Anatomy of a Traditional Polity (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1974).p.1 14.
Terje,p.35; Ketema,p.2.

3 Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro and Obbo Hussein Roba.
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demanded honey, goats, sheep and grain for themselves. The payment of tribute and the labor
service were by coercion not by the willingness of the people. Thus, the Dodola people were not
happy to accept this heavy burden but were unable to refuse orders of the mdilkdnna. They were
supported by the ndclibas (local militia) who were armed to enforce regulations primarily on
matters related to collecting tributes.”’ The ndclibas were rural militias that later became
included in the Territorial Army. They also helped to control rebels, criminals and acted in any
security matters in rural areas.”® Moreover, the nédclibas were an army to maintain the gédbbar
system, whose role was defense for civil matters. They were commanded by local notables and

acted as rural auxiliary police force which served to put down disturbances.”’

Most of the people in Dodola were dissatisfied and worried due the burdens of the mdlkdiiias.
One anonymous person appealed to Tahiro as follows “Kure Dadhabe kute dadhabe ani jalaa
goruu kiyyaa.” (1 am fed up with serving mdlkdrifia every day. I shall leave the area for him).

However, Tahiro advised him to live with patiencc.52

In the period of Lej Tyasu having lost their previous clan leadership the people developed
adaptations to the feudal administration. The structures of government continued as previously
set up by his predecessor. In Dodola the people praised the time and the ruler by the following
saying, “Ivaasun Galee Dhugi Daadhii ( tej) naasuu malee.” (Iyasu is enthroned to power let us

drink Daadhii without Worry).53 The extreme pressure of the ndftinfias and mdlkdiifias was o

# Teshale Tibebu, The Making of Modern Ethiopia 1896-1974 (Lawrenceville: The Red Sea Press
Tnc,1995),p.113 ; Informants: Obbo Kabeto Garjaja and Obbo Usman Bati.

% Dessalegn Rahmeto, The Peasant and the State Studies in Agrarian Change in Ethiopia 1950"s - 2000's
(Addis Ababa: Addis Ababa University Press, 2009),p.326.

! Teshale,p.113.

52 Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro and Obbo Mohammed Tenna.

53 Informants: Obbo Kabeto Garjaja and Obbo TbrahimTola.
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some extent reduced. Taxation in kind was not abandoned but reduced than before. Tributes were

collected only on land and their amount was also slightly reduced.™

The years 1918-1930 are remembered by continuous attempts at centralizing political power. Ras
Teferi made all possible efforts to establish a unitary state ruled by the monarch. Thus, he
overcame rivals until his coronation and after it. In the process of centralizing political power the
emperor used both peaceful means and war. The 1931 written constitution did not reduce the
emperor’s power but increased it and the provisions of the newly promulgated constitution were

mainly only on paper.’®

The extent of territory that belonged to Bui’s administration in thel920s was estimated to be
more than 900 gasa of land. The area was encompassing the later territory of Gannale awrajja.
Bui made an endeavor to push his administration further to the south east to Harenna Buluk but
his advance was strongly resisted and was unsuccessful.”® The period of Fitawrari Bui, who had
been made balabar over the Gedab and Alaba area, ended with his death in 1927. Then
WiildiMikael came to the political scene being successor of his father and was made governing
balabat of Dodola (Gadeb) area. He was the godson of the emperor himself and so beloved of
the emperor. Nevertheless, public dissatisfaction was growing to the imperial bureaucracy in his

period.57

In the first decade of the twentieth century, no significant measures were taken to lighten the

naftdifia- giabbar system in Bale area. However, in 1921 a little improvement was made to asrat

5 Bahru Zewde, A History of Modern Ethiopia 1855-1991, 2" edition (Addis Ababa: Addis Ababa
University Press,1991),pp.121-122; Informants: Obbo Kabeto Garjaja and Obbo Tufa Galchu.

35 Bahru,pp.128-136.

*8 Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro and Obbo Kabeto Garjaja.

3 Informants: Obbo Getachew WiilddiMikael, Obbo Abba Chabsa Tahiro and Obbo Haji Gobu.
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payment. This reform reduced the amount of asrat payn1ent.5 ® Then emperor Haile Sellasie I also
made another change after his coronation. Thus, taxation was t0 be on the basis of the quality of
land. However, this was not put in to effect because land measurement was not undertaken

before the Ttalian occupation and the later 1941 liberation.”

After his coronation in 1930 emperor Haile Sellasie I appointed Ddjjazma¢ Nasibu Zamanuel
over Bale in 1932. Nisibu was known for his effort at introducing new administrative and fiscal
reforms. The first dry weather road connecting Dodola to Goba and further to Sofumer was
constructed during his period of administration (ca.1932-1935). Nevertheless 1t was constructed

by manpower, rough, and did not allow movement by motor vehicles.®

Nisibu formed a salaried military service rather than allocating géibbar for each soldier or
payment in kind and also attempted to abolish forced labor. Consequently the governor made
another and successful regulation that the civil government officials were to be paid in cash not
kind. Moreover, an improvement was made after he determined a fixed tribute to be paid in cash
to mdlkéiiiias and these measures gradually lessened quter gdbbar (peasantry who paid tribute

and rendered labor services) in the area.”!

In the pre-Ttalian conquest period the emperor made an endeavor to improve all security matters
and the organizational structures of the government. Regulations were made for tax collection

and the national defense force by the central govemtncnt.62

% Ketema,pp.4243.

9 Informants: Obbo Gemmechu Roba and Obbo Mohammed Tenna.
% Ketema,p.46.

o' Ibid.

¢ Bahru, p.217.
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2.4. Economic Life
2.4.1. Agriculture

Daniel argued that the Oromos in general were not exclusively pastoralists. They had a long
practice of agro-pastoral economy. The Bale Oromos, like other Oromo groups, were cattle
breeders and cultivators of crops. The highland Bale Oromos were pioneers in cultivation of land
though it was limited to small homestead farms with a very low amount of production.63 The
development of ox-powered agriculture in Bale areas can be traced back to the late nineteenth

century. Particularly plowing by oxen more expanded after the imperial inc,‘olporation.64

Contrary to what has been claimed above for the Bale highland areas the Dodola people did not
have long experience of producing grains but began in the first two decades of the twentieth
century. Some farmers started on a very small scale that could not even satisfactorily support
their family consumption. The people mainly relied on animal products. They exchanged animal
products with grains for food consumption. The coming of new settlers and exchange of ideas

inspired the local people to practice agriculture as a base of their livelihood.”

The Arsi people of Dodola learned the tradition of ox-powered agriculture from the Siwan
soldier settlers who came to this area following Menilek’s incorporation. Other Amharas and
$swan Oromos later on settled in Dodola among their relatives who had formerly occupied the
area. These people had better experience of farming and could accumulate resources within a
short period of time. This condition inspired the indigenous Arsi to cultivate land in the first two

decades of the twentieth century.66

% Daniel, “Continuity and Change .....”,p.25.

& Tnformants: Obbe Hussein Galchu, Obbo Mohammed Tenna and Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro.
65 Informants: Obbo Abdella Ararso, Obbo Kadir Mohammed and Obbo Kumbi Ketaro.

66 [nformants: Obbo Kumbi Ketaro, Obbo TbrahimTola and Obbe Woliyi Kayo.
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Crop production in the district was carried out using seasonal rainfall. There are four main
seasons, the summer, winter, autumn and spring. For Dodola the rainy season starts in June and
extends to September. The main working season begins in June and ends in July, so that farmers

can sow seeds within this period’s rainy months.®’
2.4.2 Pastoralism

The Oromo of Bale, particularly the highlanders, were notable for cattle breeding more than
cultivation of crops. Social divisions based on wealth emerged before the conquest of Menilek II.
The gap between rich and poor existed on the basis of the number of cattle that individuals

owned.®®

Animal husbandry along with crop production was practiced in Dodola. The wdrdda was among
the richest in south eastern Ethiopia in this regard before the Italian conquest. The most common
types of domestic animals were and are horses, sheep, goats and cattle. As with other Oromos,
the Dodola people greatly associate their domestic animals with social and economic values.
Cattle are highly valued. They are sources of income, prestige and objects of sacrifices during

conflict settlement between disputing parties.69

Arsi tradition made milk, meat and butter the main food for long years in the past. Therefore,
they were dependent on their animal products for food. The people were not only pastoralists but
also later became cultivators. Therefore, they moved to arable farming but still until after the

Ttalian occupation, with extensive animal husbandry.m

6_7 Federal Democratic Republic of Germany with FDRE,p.57.

68 Abas Haji, “The History of Arsi,1880-1935” (BA Thesis, Addis Ababa University, Department of
History,1982),p.52 ; Braukamper,p.35.

% Daniel, “Continuity and Change...”,p.21.

™ Daniel, “Continuity and Change...”,p.26; Informants: Obbo Kabeto Garjaja and Obbo Hussein Jawo.
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Animal products were a medium of exchange for grains in Arsi Oromos which is analogous to
other ethnic groups in Ethiopia. The skins of cattle were also used to make clothes before they
adopted the later cotton clothes. The skin of cattle also served to make bed covers. Among the
Arsi Oromos animal skin helped to decorate different cultural materials. For instance the Arsi
people of Dodola decorated Qori (a traditional porridge boul made from wood) by well prepared

animal skin.”"
2.4.3.Trade

The period after Menilek's incorporation enhanced expansion of markets and towns in Ethiopia.
The early market in Dodola area was founded at Serofta. When the army of Menilek was
mobilized from one of its camps, Hebano in Kokkosa to Dodola, they first settled in Serofta.
Thus, a small market and garrison was established by the incoming ndftdiifia force. Serofta was
the focal point for the imperial force in transit to conquer Nansabo and Harenna in the south and

Dodola and Adaba in the east.”

This small market was a strategic place for the people and merchants coming from Kokkosa ,
Nensabo, Kofele, Gedab Hasasa and Sidamo. Nevertheless, it was difficult to move to Serofta
during the summer season due to muddy and unpaved tracks. However, people practiced

exchange of commodities even before the creation of a market in Dodola.”

In the early decades of the twentieth century, the west-east trade link of the south stretched from
Jimma to Ginnir with its route via the emerging town of Dodola. Another route from Gofa

through Wolayta to Ginnir, also crossed the town as indicated in an old map of Ethiopia (see

! Informants: Obbo Tufa Galchu, Obbo Hajaro Lugamo, Obbo Ibrahim Seid and Obbo Kedir Gemmada.
2 Informants: Obbo Kabeto Garjaja, Obbo Kedir Elemo and Obbo Tufa Galchu.
™ Informants: Obbo Woliyi Kayo and Obbo Burka Chukuru.
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appendix I1).” In addition to money, barter was used for local transactions at the time. People
brought barley for exchange mainly from the neighboring cool areas Kofele, Kore and as far as

.
Duro mountain.”

The foundation of Dodola town increased the exchange of commodities in the Gedab areas. The
local people had fixed a market day every week. In addition to the local people traders were
coming from Sidamo to sell coffee. Grains such as maize, wheat and barley were also brought
from Bale. Abujedi (cloth made from cotton) was chiefly brought from Wolayta.”® The town
served as a centre for trading activity that was carried out among the incoming merchants from
Bale, parts of Arsi, people of the Southern nations and Siwa. The Dodola area was well known
for its cattle population. In addition to the local grains, traders brought cattle from Bale areas to
the weekly market of Dodola. A large number of cattle reached Dodola market and were also

sent to Shashemene, Yirgalem, Hawasa, Batu (Ziway), Modjo, Sagure, Assela and Adama.”

The frequently coming merchants contributed to the establishment of some small businesses in
the town. Three small kiosks (small shops) in the town were opened by Fikadu Barge, Boru Gari
and Bikild Urga for the sale of salt, soap, food oil and matches before the Italian period for the
first time in the town. A small cafe (shay ber) was also opened by Fikadu Barge. These new local

business owners were among the incomers with the imperial forces from other areas. Grazmac

™ Benti Getahun, “A History of Shashemene from Its Foundation to 1974 (MA Thesis, Department of
History, Addis Ababa University, 1988),p.25.

S p.T.W. Baxter, “Butter for Barley and Barley for Cash: Petty Transaction and Small Transformation. In
Arsi Market” In Proceedings of the Seventh International Conference of Ethiopian Studies (Lund: Berlings
Arnoly, 1984),p.464.

% Arnold Hodson Weinholt, Seven Years In Southern Abyssinia (London:
T. Fisher Unwin Ltd,1927),pp.89-91;Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro and Obbo Hussein Roba.

7" Dodola Municipality,pp.8-10; Informants: Obbo Woliyi Kayo and Obbo Abdurhaman Tufa.
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Likeliih, Grazma¢ Tidsima Ayidingitu and others were also outsiders who then came to live and

resided in Dodola town. They were given land and then led their life in Dodola.”
2.4.4, Craftsmen

Craftsmanship is said to have been less practiced by the Arsi people in the first half of twentieth
century. They perceived crafts as occupations of non-Arsi or the low castes.” The Arsi Oromo
people in Dodola district also labeled those people who engaged in craft work with different
names to undermine their status in the local perception. Tumiu (blacksmith), Buda murtu (spoon
maker from the horn of cattle) and Fuga or Cawwa (tanner) were among the names given to
them. These people were well acquainted with metal work, and also made tools from horn and
worked as tanners.* In Dodola for many years the Arsi Oromos also neglected artisan work as
an occupation of the low caste Wotile (potters), who did not descend from Arsi lineage but lived

in cooperation with them exercising most of the Arsi cultures and values.*'

Summary and Conclusion

The new imperial administration in Bale appointed balabats as the key local officials. They were
appointed from the loyal leading men of the local clans who were usually former abba bokku.
Bui Falama was not an abba bokku but was appointed balabat in Dodola. Those people of the
district who were Ethiopian Orthodox Christians (mainly soldiers, settlers and mdlkdniia
officials) needed a church and the Gibrikristos church was established at Deneba in 1910. The

people also wanted a market and a market was established by Bui on a level (plain) site which

8 Informants: Obbo Abba Chabsa Tahiro, Obbo Ibrahim Seid and Obbo Usman Bati.
" Abas,p.6.

% Informants: Obbo Hussein Roba and Obbo Yaya Kasim ; Jebesa,p.57.

8 Informants: Obbo Kasim Nigash, Obbo Chako Wako and Obbo Kadir Mohammed.
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became first the village, later town, of Dodola. Dodola became in the first decades of the

twentieth century the administrative centre for Dodola district and other neighboring districts.

Land in Dodola district was allocated to the ndféiiia with gédbbar tenants, and also to mdlkdnria.
Some land was retained by balabats. The traditional Oromo communal ownership of land was
being superseded by the individual ownership. Pastoralism was being supplemented by arable

agriculture, under the influence of incoming settlers.

Two trade routes passed through Dodola, which was growing from a little village towards a
town, Dodola’s market flourished with sale of coffee, grains, cattle, cloth and other commodities.
The first little shops were opened in Dodola village /town in the 1930s. There were some crafts
but at the time the Arsi Oromos of Dodola left these because aside they considered crafts as an

occupation for the outcaste or low caste people.

In Bale the term rist was used for clan land. Later, after the imperial occupation, the term rist in
Bale acquired the meaning of privately owned land by individual and could be transferred from

father to son.
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Chapter Three

3. Dodola in the Italian period 1937-1941

3.1. The Italian Occupation in Dodola

The Fascist war of aggression in south Ethiopia was opened on (wo major fronts in October
1935.The northern front started earlier than the south. The Italian forces on the southern front
were led by General Rudolfo Graziani. The Italians advanced northward to Harar, Bale and
Sidamo from their southern base, Italian Somaliland. The fascist forces came via Elkere,

advancing to the whole of Bale.'

The southern front covered the vast territory of Ogaden, Bale and Sidamo. The Ethiopian forces
in the south under Ras Dista Damtiw were composed of peasants and ill-equipped soldiers as

compared with the Italians.”

The Ttalian occupation was not effected in all regions of Ethiopia at the same time. In some arcas
they set up their occupation in 1936 and in other area later in 1937. Among those areas where the

[talian occupation was delayed was the Bale area.’

Ddjjazmac Biyina Mirid was the governor of Bale at the time of the Italian invasion. The
Emperor ordered Ddjjazmac Biyéni to join the southern Ethiopian forces defending the country
on the southern front. In October 1935, the forces under Ddjjazm¢ Baydnd Miirid soon left the

Bale capital, Goba and joined the southern front. When he left Bale, Biiyind gave responsibility

' Anthony Mockler , Haile Sellassie’s War. The Ttalian-Ethiopian Campaign 1935-1941 (New York:
Random House Inc, 1984),pp.90-91.
2 Mockler,p.90; Mindaye,p.71; A.J. Barker, The Civilizing Mission: A History of the Italo-Ethiopian War
1935-1936 (New York: The Dial Press, 1968),p.10.
3 .
Mindaye,p.71.
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for defending the town and the surroundings to one of his senior officers, Balambdras Imiru

Gizaw.!

On the southern front the Ethiopian forces got initial success and attacked some of the Fascist
forces but Ddjjazmac Biyini was seriously wounded and unable to continue the offensive. This
incident adversely affected the efforts of the Ethiopian forces in the south. The Ethiopian
offensive under Ddjjazmac Biyind Mirid in the Wabe Shebelle area was then defeated by the

Fascists.’

Finally a small numbers of soldiers from Sidamo under Ras Dista joined the remainder of
Dijjazma¢ Biyind’s forces. However, they could not withstand the outnumbering and better
armed Ttalian forces advancing from the south. The Italians also persuaded the notable balabat,
Fitawrari Nohu Dadhi of Raytu, to submit and won submission of Qdfiazmac Mohammed Yube
of Goro through him. They could then easily control Goba early in 1937. The Italians
successfully controlled all the Bale region after Ddjjazmac Biydnd Mirid, the governor of Bale,
was completely defeated in 1937. Then the force of Ras Dista Damtiw and Ddjjazmac Béyind
Miirid soon retreated. Finally these two persons were captured and killed by the Fascists in

19375

After their successful invasion the Fascists divided Bale into two Commissariati (Provinces) and

six Residenzi (Districts). The Commissariati of Goba included Dodola, Dallo (Sacchegillo) and

“ Mockler,p.91; Mindaye,p.72.

5 Bahru,p.158; Mindaye,p.71.

® Mindaye,p.71:Mockler,pp.171-172; Henze ,p.225; Informants: Obbo Hajaro Lugamo and Obbo Kadir
Mohammed.
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Goba itself and the Commissariati of Ginnir contained Ginnir, Magalo and Sheik Hussein. Thus,

Dodola was one of the Residenzi (Districts) in the Commissariato (Province) of Goba.”

The Fascist invaders came to Dodola from the southern direction when they firmly controlled
northern Bale area and stationed troops at the present Malka Wakena. Then, they moved their
camp and settled their forces around Kora Mando, the small hill in the east near to Dodola town.
The Italian invaders treated the people very harshly to avoid any further resistance against their

occupation.8

After the Italians controlled the area many people from Dodola town and its surrounding gdibéilés
fled to the hilly forest areas, mainly to Deneba. The imperial officials and settlers together with
the indigenous people in Dodola area did not welcome the Italian conquest. The governor of
Dodola, Fitawrari WildiMikael Bui, Qdfiazmac Tahiro and other balabats were striving against
the Italian invasion. They attempted to resist Fascist occupation in the area.” Initially there was
small scale and unorganized resistance to the Ttalians. The imperial officials, the ndftdrinia
landowners and some local Oromos made an effort of resistance. The Italians responded very
harshly to this resistance. They enforced severe measures against the people including detention
by which the Ttalians forced prisoners to dig a pit and then put the people in these pits as
prisoners. Qdrniazmac Tahiro and Grazmac Tidsdma Aydingitu were among the detainees for their

opposition against Fascist occupation. i

The Fascists negotiated for peaceful submission of the local people and leaders. After initial

harshness, they hoped that kindly measures might be able to gain support or at least passive

7Terje.pp.38—39; Ketema,p.49.

® Informants: Ato Yared Wirkindh, Obbo Kumbi Ketaro and Obbo Chako Wako.

? Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro, Obbo Robe Mama and Obbo Abba Chabsa Tahiro.
' Informants: Obbo Robe Mama, Ato Niga HaileMariam and Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro.
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acceptance of their rule.'’ They communicated with the elders of the area and discussed the
problem of rebels. To avoid further political deterioration, the Italians demanded peaceful
submission of the rebel governor Fitawrari WilddMikael and other individuals. The Arsi elders
then persuaded the rebel balabat and other dissatisfied people to submit to the Fascists to save
their people from further cruel treatment.'> Then, on the basis of the elders’ opinion,
WiildiMikael and other rebels gave up their resistance and submitted to the Italians. After
submission and a peaceful agreement with the former rebels, the Italians once again recognized
Fitawrari WildiMikael to continue as a balabar. Qéfiazmac¢ Tahiro was also released from

detention and made Qadi (Islamic religious ]eader).13

The Ttalian occupation in Ethiopia was not secure due to the continuously erupting resistance in
the u::oumrysidf:.14 In the Dodola area also, despite the submission of “rebels”, the presence of

Ttalian officials and their direct administration were mainly observed in the town of Dodola. "

The Ttalians then camped at Deneba to the south of Dodola town. This place was convenient for
the Ttalians to control the entire areas and to check insurgents who might come from the forest
land of the district. Until the final date of their withdrawal, the Fascist invaders stayed mainly in
the town of Dodola and its immediate surmundings.]6 Muse Arnis, Mushlam, Golback and

Domenico Alvaro were the Italian commanders in the Dodola residenza (district).lT

1 Alessandro Triulzi, “Italian Colonialism and Ethiopia” Journal of African History, Vol.23, No 2
(London,1982),p.243.

2 Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro, Afo Bikiild Abayniih and Obbo Woliyi Kayo.

13 Informants: Obbo Robe Mama, Aro Yared Wiirkinih and Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro.

14 Bahru,p.163.

15 Informants: Afo Yared Wirkinih, Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro and Mdmire Tdklu Wiirkindh.

' Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro, Afo Yared Wiirkinih and Obbo Yaya Kasim.

" Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro and Mdmire Tiklu Wirkinih. The names of the Italians are as my
informants pronounced them; T have no record of the correct Ttalian spelling of these names.
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At the beginning of their conquest the Italians ordered the local people to prepare food every
night for their soldiers. This obligation was not continued throughout the period of their
occupation. Thus, at the night time, they used to eat food and enjoy themselves listening to
traditional Ethiopian songs after the dinner.'® Nevertheless, some local people showed their
enmity through different proverbs after serving the dinner. One of those remembered proverbs
was: “CavhG L NA3e IC NS NLTFIC 1. A¥E, avF AL NG (The cat and the
hen reside together, not for being partners but due to unavoidable necessity). Another saying of

the local community after dinner was, “P& e’y 2AIN h&T 'thaXF1 h9® 1A +LT

NG 0@ooFq1:” 2 (The rat has bitten the cat but the cat remains silent despite its suffering).

The above two proverbs were said at night after dinner. Those Italians who were present at the
dinner were laughing without the knowledge of what was being said and why it was said by the
people. Although public resistance was now hardly possible the people still showed resentment to
the invaders.”

In all these circumstances there was one undeniable fact about Italian rule. They were later
kindly disposed to the Oromos and were sympathetic to them. They promised the Oromos to
eliminate the past injustice that had existed under the imperial regime. Some Arsi people viewed
the Italians as liberators from the old ndftéiiia-géibbar system. Nevertheless, this sympathy was
not real for the past wrong deeds but to make the Oromos more friendly and to remove motives

for public resistance. ™

8 Informants: Afo Yared Wiirkinih, Mdmire Tiklu Wiirkiniih and Obbo Kedir Elemo.

' Informant: Ato Yared Wiirkinih.
2 Informants: Aro Bikilid Wilddyis, Ato Yared Wiirkinih and Mdmire Tiklu Wirkinih.

™ Informants: Afo Yared Wiirkindh and Obbo Juara Gelgelu.
2 Informants: Obbo Gemmechu Roba and Obbo Yaya Kasim; Triuzi,p.243.
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3.2. Socio-Economic Conditions

The Oromo people benefited a little in the socio-cultural and economic spheres from the Italians.
The justice system during the Italian period was characterized by harsh punishments. A person
who was convicted an offence would be penalized by being made to dig a deep toilet, forced to
work on road construction and work on the colonial prison farms for long hours a day.
Nevertheless, in the later years after conquest they did not violate traditional Oromo
administration, the gada system in Dodola. The people could celebrate gada rituals and related
practices. When controversies were raised among the people they were settled by means of
gumaa reconciliation. Thus, the Italians did not prohibit the traditional methods for conflict

resolution.”

As part of their colonial policies, the Fascist aggressors constructed different infrastructures in
Ethiopia. Thus, they constructed roads, water supply, bridges and other services during their
presence in Ethiopia.24 In Dodola also they built the Dodola- Adaba road to facilitate their
administration in the area. Most of the work of this road was carried out using manpower not
machinery. The road was not properly hard surfaced to serve both in winter and summer

5
seasons.2

In comparison with other areas, the Fascists made few infrastructural developments in Dodola
district. They rather expanded more social services in the neighbor Adaba wiirdda. The Italian

dug some water wells in the town of Dodola. They also installed one wood processing workshop

3 Informants: Obbo Abdurhaman Seid, Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro and Mdmire Tiiklu Wiirkinah.
e Barker,p.286.
5 Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro and Obbo Kiniso Wabe.

44



with a machine for sawing wood to use the available forest resources of the area. To transport

wood they constructed a short metal track with a narrow gauge from Deneba to Dodola.”®

The Ttalians kept unoccupied and uncultivated land under the public domain. They also utilized
such unoccupied and uncultivated land for expanded farming to provide food supplies for their
soldiers.”” The Fascist invaders had the vast communal land in the present Qechema gdabele
cultivated by the Ethiopian peasants to produce wheat for their consumption. They also produced
grain and vegetables on prison farms. In all cases the cultivation of land was carried out by
means of the local peasants. The Ttalians also considered introducing colonial farms in the area
but these were not actually established in Dodola. The problem of transportation to take the

product was an obstacle to achieve this goal o
3.3. Fascist Administration in Dodola

The Ttalian administration in some parts of southern Ethiopia seems to have been a continuation
of the pre-1935 regime, because not much change in administration was effected. The Italian use
of the pre-1935 administrative structure made only a little difference in the conquered
territories.”? In Dodola also the Italians recognized traditional rulers as balabats and chigasums

: § B 3
in their former positions. g

The Fascist invaders also recruited bandas (collaborators) for fighting and intelligence work as
an auxiliary force for the success of their control. They were working for the Fascist invaders at

the expense of their fellow Oromos. On the contrary, the fanos (patriots) objected to and had

% [nformants: Obbo Robe Mama, Afo Niga Hailemariam, Obbo Usman Bati and Obbo Kabeto Garjaja.

7 Ketema,p.52; Alberto Sbacchi, Ethiopia Under Mussolini Fascism and The Colonial Experience (
London: Zed Books Ltd, 1985),p.9.

3 [nformants: Obbo Woliyi Kayo, Aro Yared Wirkinih and Obbo Yaya Kasim.

2 p Newman, [taly's Conquest of Abyssinia ( London: Thornton Butterworth Ltd, 1937),p.244;
Barker,p.10.

30 Tnformants: Obbo Burka Chukuru and Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro.
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done their utmost to resist the incoming enemy force.”' The Fascist invaders were not directly

administrating countryside. Thus, the local appointees executed their orders in the rural areas.”

After they secured their control the Italians did something to help peasants in the Bale areas.
They promised to restore the formerly lost gédbbar lands under their new administration. On the
basis of their promises in Goba they restored some land. Nevertheless, the regained land was not
given to individuals but allowed to gosa (clan) or balbala (lineages). The Italians’ promise (o

restore land was not put into practice however in Dodola.”

The Italians also made laws to abolish the gabbar system, which gave relief for the peasants. The
Italians thus abolished the gébbar system in the area. Moreover, they ended payments of tribute.
Hence, peasants became free from forced labor and burdens of tributes. These policies were vital
for the Italians to get public acceptance in the period of their occupation. The people therefore
regained some rights previously lost to the feudal oppression. Nevertheless, many people still

distrusted and doubted the Ttalians.™

The Italians also terminated payment of asrar. However, this did not continue in their later
administration. Then after a short time they carried out the collection of asrat through balabats
and selected tax collectors who were appointed as capos (bosses or heads).”> The Italians were
friendly to the Arsi people of Dodola and they saw northerners or Amhara settlers as enemies. A
positive attitude of people towards the Italians in the district dramatically changed when they

introduced labor services. The Italian officers forced people to construct roads, offices and

' Mindaye ,p.71; Informants: Afo Yared Wiirkiniih and Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro.

32 Barker,p.286.

# Ketema, pp.50-51; Informants: Obbo Kadir Mohammed and Obbo Kumbi Ketaro.

# Ketema,pp.50-51.

35 Informants: Afo Niiga HaileMariam ,Obbo Robe Mama and Obbo Hajaro Lugamo. *Capo’ refers to an
official in the Italian period and even at present people usually call the manager of a particular project *Cabbo’ (
informant: Afo Yared Wirkinih).
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residence buildings but except a road others were not put into effect in Dodola. Moreover, at the
time of their conquest the Italians took serious measures such as arrests and deportations in

Dodola.*
3.4. Fascist Invasion as a Factor for the Expansion of Islam

Fascist administration in the area followed the divide and rule policy, sympathizing with the
predominantly Muslim population, hoping to gain its support and the Italians as a whole hoped to
appeal externally of the Arab world. It was believed that the Fascists encouraged Islam in the
area to counter the former expansion of Christianity by the imperial rule. The Italians formulated
this measure not truly to benefit the Muslim population but it was for the success of their divide
and rule policy in the area. They also made a nominal attempt to associate their rule with a
Muslim type of administration.”” In this way the Italians appointed many Islamic leaders, Qadis,
to the secular administration in different parts of Dodola. However, the Ttalian encouragement of
Islam did not affect the indigenous religion and thus Waageffanna could exist and was even

more acceptable to the people than Islam.*

Islamization in the Gadeb area is related to the cult of Haji Shale who came from Bale with his
wife Hamila. He was from the Bamuda clan. In relation to this fact, there was a considerable
communication between the Bale regions with Jimma, Gurage, and Arsi even before twentieth
century.” In Dodola the spread of Islam was associated with famous personalities Haji Qadir

and Haji Qasim of Shedama and the Adamonye clan respectively. They were pioneers in

*® Informants: Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro, Obbo Yaya Kasim and Obbo Woliyi Kayo.
*" Donham and James, p.46.

** Terje,pp.38-39 ; Informants: Obbo Usman Bati and Ato Yared Wirkinih.

* Terje,p.37 ; Informants: Obbo Abdurhaman Seid and Obbo Abdurhaman Tufa.
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embracing Islam before the Italian occupation.”® The Italians encouraged Islamic practices in
contrast to the imperial attempt to expand Christianity. They gave political support for Muslims

in Dodola town and its surrounding areas.”'

In the end the complete defeat of the Italians in Ethiopia led to their immediate withdrawal from
Dodola. When the Italian soldiers left the area, the local people expressed their feeling in the
following proverb. “Yaa baanda ya jara mata guduruu lammata as deebi*uun hinjiru Janoon
gale Zabanyaan gibbitti galee sollatton [Italians] rakkate malee” (Bandas, your Italian partners
have been irrevocably defeated and will not come again. The emperor has come back to his
throne and you will be questioned for betrayal of your motherland). This taunt was recited to
announce the end of the Italian rule in the area and to create fear in the mind of the bandas for

their disloyalty.42

Summary and Conclusion

The Italians took control of Bale in 1937. They divided Bale into two Commissariati and six
Residenzi. The Goba Commissariati included Dodola, as one of the Residenzi. There was some
resistance from the ndfidnna, officials and some Oromos to the Italian occupation in the Dodola
area but it ended when elders persuaded Fitawrari WildiMikael to submit. The Italians behaved
harshly at first to discourage resistance but later adopted a friendly attitude to the Oromo to
induce acceptance of Italian rule. Nevertheless, harsh punishment was imposed on those who
committed offences. The Italians administered Dodola indirectly through local balabats and

chigasums and in fact there was little change from the pre-1935 methods of administration. The

“ Terje, pp.37-39; Teshome Amenu, “The Rise and Expansion of Islam in Bale of Ethiopia: Socio-Cultural
and Political Factors and Inter- Religious Relations” (MA Thesis, Department of Philosophy of Religious
Education, the Norwegian Teacher Academy, May 2008),p.12.

“! Terje, p.39; Informants : Obbo Yaya Kasim and Obbo Aabba Chabsa Tahiro.

“? Informants: Ato Yared Wiirkinih, Obbo Abdurhaman Seid and Obbo Hussein Galchu.
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Italians themselves remained in Dodola and other small towns and controlled the countryside

through collaborators, local officials and the bandas.

The Italians built a road from Dodola to Adaba but there were few other Italian infrastructures in
the area. They tried to expand grain production and exploited forest timber. The Italians in a
divide and rule policy favored the Oromos against the Amhara and opposed some of the feudal
burdens of the imperial regime. However, the taxation which they at first abolished was later re-
introduced and the Italians imposed severe labour services, though not as much in Dodola as in
some other areas. The Ttalians, also for divide and rule reasons, encouraged Islam in Dodola, but

did not discourage waageffanna.

The Oromo of Dodola gained some advantages from the Italian rule but suffered from the Italian
harshness at the beginning, taxation and forced labour. Resentment and suspicion of the Italians
continued and the local people expressed satisfaction when the Ttalians were expelled and that
the bandas, as they expected, would be punished. In general the Ttalian presence in Dodola was
fairly light, compared with other parts of the country, and they did only a little for new

infrastructure in Dodola district and the town,
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Chapter Four
4. DodolaDistrict In the Post-Liberation Period (1941-1974)

4.1. Post-Liberation Administrative Developments InDodola

In the post-liberation period the socio-economic and political system in Ethiopia was influenced
by international circumstances, but the emperor continued consolidating his centralized
autocratic power. Issues related to internalpolitical threats, maintaining the imperial land tenure
systems and administering tax collection were major tasksfor the restored government. The
imperial regime after restoration set up efficient organization and control over the national
military forces. Moreover, the central government intended to put into effect ways of effective

financial control in the country.’

The restored monarch placed heavy restrictions on the provincial governors. The extent of their
power was limitedand defined by the 1942 proclamation that the emperor could appoint or
dismiss governors.’The central governmentshaped the government structure at the centre, in the
provinces and at the local level. The Ministry of Interior controlled the activities of government

through the appointed government officials and governors in the country.’

The government appointed a few officials from the local population in their respective regions.
The balabats and ¢higasumswere appointed from the local people. They functioned as the bridge
between the people and the government. Thebalabats had less decision making power than
before 1935. Hence, those officials appointed by the central government held power in different

areas. Decision making in this period resided in the central government. Moreover, the

'Bahru ,pp.201-202 ; Markakis, Ethiopia :Anatomy of A traditional Polity...,p.290.

* Daniel Gemmechu, “ A Nation in Perpetual Transition: The Politics of Changes in Administrative
Divisions and Sub-divisions in Ethiopia.” In the papers of 12™ International Conference of Ethiopian Studies. New
Trends in Ethiopia, Vol.2 ( Lawrenceville: The Red Sea Press, 1994),p.98.

2 Perham,p.346; Markakis, Anatomy of A Traditional Polity... ,p.290; Informants: ObboAbdellaArarso
and Obbo Mohammed Tenna.
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government maintained the loyalty of local governors by providing advantages for them. In
Dodola in thel960s the balabats received land. These land grants did much to

confirmtheirloyalty to the regime.*

Most of government structures were occupied by officials more usedto traditional politics than
the new bureaucracies. Many government officials were not professionals and had no knowledge
of modern administration. Thus, the absence of modern skills adversely affected good and
uniform leadership in all the regions of the country. Governors’ decisions ignored the rights of
the ruled. Inefficiency of government officials paved the way for corruption, injustice and social
evils.’The former discriminatory patternbetween privileged and the ordinary people
(unprivileged) continued. The ideacontinued that the gdbbars had an inherent obligation to serve

their masters.®

Under the 1942 proclamation Bale was given the status of WirddaGizar(District Governorate)
with its political centre at Goba.Dodola was then made a Misliné(sub-district)under Bale
wdrddagizat. FitawrariWildiMikael governed Dodola together with the appointed officials.
BaleWirddaGizarwas  governed by the Indirasé(the representatives  of the central
government),Dc’zjjazmaéi\/[ekuriyaBantirgu(l941~1944).The governorexerted his control through

his officials.SambdlDimissie Ambirbirwas also appointed as the director of the province.’

After the expulsion of the Ttalians,FitawrariWildiMikael continued his office as Balabat in

Dodola. For a few years after the restoration WiildiMikaelless cooperatedwith other appointed

* Cohen and Koehn....,p.8; Informants: ObboKinisoWabe andObboKedirElemo.

SMarkakis,Ethiopia :Anatomy of A traditional Polity...,pp.290 ; Informants: ObboChako Wako and
ObboWoliyi Kayo.

® Informants: AtoYaredWirkinih and Obbo Abba FogeTahiro.

T Mindaye,p.84; Informants: Obbe AbbaFogeTahiro andQbboKedirGammada,
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officials though his administration itself imposed severe feudal oppression over the people.
WiildaMikael attempted to coordinate the people through elders and his subordinates. However,
someprovincial officials saw his effort as a deliberate orientation against the new centralized
political order. This was because the central government was uncertain of the complete
subordination of people in far remote wéiriidas. Nevertheless, he was not much criticized by the

higher officials and governors.®

Another proclamation issued in 1946 made changes tothe nomenclature and order of the
administrative regions.Bale became anawrajjagizat (sub-province) and Dodolawas raised to
awdrddagizat (district governorate). Both aswdrdda and awrajja, Bale was part of the

Governorate General of Hararge.”

FitawrariWildiMikael Bui was still the governor of Dodola. The district then served as a center
of the neighboring sub-districts:Hasasa, Nansabo, Kokkosa and Dodola itself.'“The
wiirddapolitical administration includedwiiréida governors, secretaries, treasurers, judges,
burgas,a police force and thendicliibas(local militia). However, these government structures were
not filled by educated personnel.'’. The governor often gave different gifts, usually sheep, goats,
honey and cultural food,miccirraa(traditional food made from butter and barley) to the emperor

in an intent to demonstrate his status, having the emperor as his godfather through baptism.'?

In 1960 Balefiglaygizat(Bale Provincial Governorate) was independently formed from the

former Hararge province.Fiveawrajjagizatswereestablished in the newly createdprovince. These

*Informants: ObboUsmanBati, ObboWoliyi Kayo and ObboAbdurhaman Tufa.

° Daniel, “ A Nation in Perpetual Transition....”,pp.99-100; Solomon,p.5.

" Informants: Obbo Abba FogeTahiroand AroYaredWirkiniih.

! Informants: ObboKumbiKetaro,0bbo Abba ChabsaTahiro andObboKedirElemo.
PInformants: AtoNigaHaileMariam and Obbo Abba FogeTahiro.
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were Wabe, Dello, Fasil(Mandoyu),Gannaleand Elkereawrajjas. Then Dodola became the centre

of Gannaleawrajjagizat(Gannale sub-province) after this administrative arrangement.'”

In the post-liberation period of Ethiopia five elections were held for the Chamber of Deputies in
thenationalparliament.The awrajja and wiiridagovernors were responsible for conducting the
elections. In all these elections Dodola was a centre for the surroundingwdrdidas. The
electionswere conducted in 1955, 1961,1965,1969 and 1973. These elections were carried out in
allawrajjagizaisof the Bale province. In Gannaleawrajjaalsoin allof the five round election
campaigns there were candidates for the seat as a member ofparliament in Addis Ababa and the
process of election was undertaken in Dodola town."* In the first and second round election, the
son of FitawrariWildiMikael, GetachewWiildiMikael, won the election.
HajiAbdurkadirGanamo, AlemuBalchaand AsidfaBidhaso were elected in the third, fourth and

fifth round elections respectively. All these four persons were residents of the Dodola district. "

In all the above mentioned elections, registration of voterswas carried out by compulsion and
wascarried in the three months before the election.The candidates who won the election were
mainly from thefamilies of the local notables.What the people knew about election was to give
their vote for the local notable and there were no real contests in Dodola.'®These elections did

not emanate from any real motive of the emperor for democracy.Thus,elections under the new

"“Lapiso G. Delebo. YiltiyopiyaSirdtinaJimirKapitalism 1900-1966, Second Edition (Addis Ababa:
NigidMatimiyaBét, 1983), p.183; Henze,p.238,

" Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency, Report from Bale TéiglayGizat to
YahigMimriyaMikirBétAmakariwochMirchaAsfétsamiBord, Folder No. 5.12.15, File No. 3091/73, Date
Tirl5,1965 E.C.

"* Informants: ObboKabetoGarjaja and ObboGetachewWiildiMikael.

*Informants: ObboKedirElemo and ObboKabetoGarjaja.
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1955 constitution were the result of changes in international political circumstances thatput

pressure on the domestic politics of Ethiopia in the post-liberation period. 1

The presence of ajudiciary plays a pivotal role in society. The people were introduced to the
contemporarycourt systemin the post-liberation period. Courts were formed at the central
government level, provincial courts and local ones. Administering justice in the post-1941period
at the local level was carried out by YatibiyaDaiifias(local judges).YatibiyaDafifiawas a title
given for the post of the local jurisdiction and the judge himself. These local judges administered
thejustice system at the grass root level when certain minor controversies arosebetween people in
the neighborhood, cases related to conflicts about property, civil and minor criminal matters.
These local judges wereelected by the people to serve them in maintaining justice and then
appointed by the government. The local judges enforced government laws in the area they were

assigned and took decisions on different cases for punishment.'®

In Dodola there were two YatibiyaDaiifias. These were set up in Qechema and Serofta. The
appointed persons were also known by the title YatibiyaDaiifia.ChukuruTekesa and
BalambdrasSimbiru Kisi were assigned to the post ofYatibiyaDafifia in Qechema and Serofta

respectively. =

Thegada system was functioning in Dodolaside by side with the official administration in the
post-liberation period. However,gada faced some challenges from the expansion of Islam and
Christianity. Internally, the elected abbagadas did not have willingness to transfer power

(baallee) 1o their successors. They extended the periodic transition of power, violating the

"Markakis,Ethiopia :Anatomy of A Traditional Polity...,p.290; Informants: MémireTdkluWdrkiniih
andObbhoKabeWayu.

"®"Teshale ,p.125: Informants: Obbo Haji Gobu,Obbo Hussein Roba and ObboJuaraGelgelu.

19 Informants: ObboKabetoGarjaja and Obbo Hussein Galchu.
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The gada system was functioning in Dodola side by side with the official administration in the
post-liberation period. However, gada faced some challenges from the expansion of Islam and
Christianity. Internally, the elected abba gadas did not have willingness to transfer power
(baallee) to their successors. They extended the periodic transition of power, violating the
fundamental gada regulations. The gada system was also misperceived as a contradictory
institution to the modern administration even by some Oromos who had been familiar with its

. 20
practices.

In December 1954 the governor of Bale awrajja gizat, Fitawrari Tadddssd Nigas$, tried to make
Adaba the administrative centre of the Gedab Wirdda gizat. Nevertheless, in 1955 the people of
Dodola appealed to the Ministry of Interior opposing the change of the administrative centre
from Dodola to Adaba. The people expressed their opinion as follows,

"AUHAE NG PP ARGt BTPL P0A A8 THD PO A Jand-d

FLO 1IN ANAA hevd hSCHVT R2A WMoY LFTF P8 THET @8 h&0
-”21

ALHPALC DALY PUIC 1 PLLNEC av6hdh, AHSAMT AIMLPAT::
(Your Majesty Emperor Haile Sellasie, the governor of Bale awrajja gizat
Fitawrari Tadddssi Niga$ has unilaterally decided to move the
administrative centre of Gadeb wdrdda gizat. The Gedab wdrada gizat
administration was to be transferred from our home the Dodola town to
Adaba. Should our appeal receive your favorable consideration we want
an immediate solution from the Ministry of Interior).

In their appeal the people also exposed the real reasons for Taddidssd's decision to set up the

wirdda gizat centre in Adaba town. This was because of the presence of his own rist holding and

20 Informants: Obbo Hajaro Lugamo, Obbo Robe Mama and Obbo Hussein Galchu.
*! Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency, Yi Dodola Hizboch Abétota to Ministry of Interior:
Addis Ababa, Folder. 6307, File No. No.1.1.13.31, Date Mdgabit 6,1947 E.C; Informant: Obbo Abdurhaman Seid.
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of Covenant of five churches were all in Dodola not in Adaba. They also noted that
Dodolapossessed thirty-two burgaswhereas Adaba only had six burgas and three tabots.**

Then the Ministry of Interior ordered the administrators of Bale to evaluate the two towns and
choose the appropriate one. DdjjazmacMekuriyaBantirgu, Colonel KibddaGéibre and
DdjjazmacLitibdlu visited both Adaba and Dodola town. Thus, WilddMikael could persuade the
delegates of Bale and the central Government. Finally, in February 1955 the central government
decided that the wiiriidagizat administrative office should stay in its former seat in Dodola.*

In 1960 again the people of Gedabwdirdda (Dodola) appealed to His Majesty Emperor Haile
Sellasie against the transfer of theawrajjagimjabét usually called Ydmargotira(Honey Store). It
had already been shifted from Dodola to Dellowdriddain1959. This measure was taken to develop
Dello and HarennaBuluk. GrazmacWaqoShaqe, the head of this gimjabétin Dodola was also
transferred to Dello. Wako energetically presented his appeal to Bale awrajjagizatand to the

Ministry of Interior. However, he unfortunately died in 1960.*

The awrajjagizatindirasealso proposed to change the Gadeb (Dodola)wiérddagizarcentreto
Dello. The people of Dodola now heard that the wiéirddagizatcentrewould be transferred to Dello.
Then they appealed as follows; The Gedabwéirddagizat was larger than allother wéirddagizats in
Bale. The previously measured and the unmeasured land was able to form even one

awrajjjagizat and Dodola was bordered with Sidamo and Arsi but Dello was i

?Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency, A Letter of appeal “YaDodolaHizbochAbétota” to
Ministry of Interior: Addis Ababa, Folder No.1.1.13.31, File No. 6307, Date M¢igabit 6,1947 E.C.

** Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency, A Letter from Ministry of Interior to Ministry of Pen:
Addis Ababa, YdDodolaHizbochAbétota, Folder No.1.1.13.31, File No.18538/5, Date Mdgabit 27,1947 E.C.

** Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency, A Letter from DodolaWérédda People to His Majesty
Emperor Haile Sellasie, Folder No. 1.1.13.31, File No. 354/02/1 , Date 20/12/1952 E.C.(see appendix xvii)

 Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency, A Letter from DodolaWiirdda People to His Majesty
Emperor Haile Sellasie, Folder No. 1.1.13.31, File No. 354/02/1 , Date 20/12/1952 E.C.(sce appendix xvii)
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The people further expressed that Dello was a lowland, there were malaria epidemics and it was
far from Dodola. Tt took five days to go there through Harenna and ten days through Adaba.
Their pack animals were dying due to the long distance to Dello, the topography of Dello was
barren, arid, terrain and had shortage of water.Moreover, Dodola was nearer to Sidamo and Arsi
than Dello and the highland people could not survive moving long distances and the lowland
temperature. Then the central government considered their argument and made the final decision

to return the gimjabét to Dodola in 1960 and thewdridagizatcentre remained at Dodola.”®
4.2. Land Tenure

The history of land tenure in Ethiopia is too wide and complicated to be reconstructed in a
limited thesis topic, but it is clear that the Ethiopian imperial state, in the periodafter the

liberation was characterized by increasing land exproprmt10n.'7

Measuring and identifying land were among the main tasks of the imperial governmentin
thepost-liberation period. Gébbarland (tenant land), samonland(church land), maddria
(temporary holdings).ydmdéingistMiiret (government land) and gebrtdl(land taken due to non-
payment of tax) land were forms of land classification at the level of the country as a whole. In
Dodola there were also about four hundred gasa of land classified as unproductive, as reported
after the gdlad (land measurement) had been completed. This land was in the coldest part
adjacent to the mountainous area in the south of the district. The land was a habitat of wildlife

and very small scale production.”®

*1bid.; Informants: AtoYaredWirkinih,Obbo Abba FogeTahiro and AroBikildAbaynih.

2 Bizuwork,p.1.

* Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Land Administration. The Department of Land Tenure.
Report on “Land Tenure Survey of Bale province”(Addis Ababa: Imperial Ethiopian Government, December
1969),p.25.
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The 1941 proclamation brought new tax laws, whereby individuals were supposed to pay half the
pre-Ttalian amount and were relieved from the additional labor services to landlords. In fact this
reliefin the proclamationdid not turn out to be relief at all. The 1942 proclamation declared
payment of taxation to be based on thequality of the land: fifteenbirr for lim (fertile) ,ten birr
forlimydf(semi-fertile) and five birr for fdf (infertile land). In Dodola also the same land

classification was undertaken with corresponding taxation.”

In Dodola some burgas and the ¢higasums pressurized peasants to declare their land as fdfso that
the government could take two-thirds of the land with only one third remaining for the peasant. It
was under this pretext that the government took land and distributed it to its loyal servants. The
Iimgifland was not taken from the people but subjected to additional taxation over the previous
amount. If the land was lim it would also be retained to the owners but with more added

. 3
taxation. 0

The firstgéilad land measurement in Dodola was carried out in 1944/45.This gdlad system was
visually undertaken by burgas,misldnesand balabats. There was no difference in tax for both the
measured and unmeasured lands.>' Tn 1951 the central government sent three groups of surveyors
to Bale for measuring land. The first group moved to Dello and Goba while the second group
was directed to Dodola (Gadeb) and the third one to Ginnir. They were supported by balabatsand
burgas. Those surveyors who were sent to Dodola carried out the task of measuring land from

1951and completed the measurement in 1953. It was for the first time in the area that land was

* Ketema,p.56.

O nformants -AtoYaredWiirkinih, Obbo Mohammed Tenna and ObboKinisoWabe.

3 Perham,p.355; MihtamaSellaseWildamasqil. ZikriNdgir (Addis Ababa: Nitsant Printing Press, 1942
E.C (1949/50),pp.140-141.
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measured by experts. Thus, FirawrariTadddssiNagasthe Indiirase of Bale awrajjagizat

supervised the work of measuring land in all Baleregion.?'2

In this survey period the Dodola peasants refused to disclose their holdings to the surveyors and
even broke the surveyors’ surveying instruments because peasants suspected that if their land
was measured, they might lose part of it. Thus,surveyors’ then sought the protection of the
police force while measuring land. Therefore, the awrajja authorities in support of their appeal
ensured the security of the surveyors and warned the people to stop violence. The officials
strictly announced that the people might lose their land if the date of measurement expired and
the survey had not been c:ompl{‘:ted.33 However, the people still preferred the old visual

measurement rather than measurement by instrument.”*

The measured lands were classified as gébbar(tenant land or sometimes private land) and samon
land(church land).There were also maddria(temporary holdings)granted temporarily to people
loyal to the governmentydmdngistmdret (government land), that is unoccupied land under
government control and gebriitc’i!.35 The intentions of the government to measure land were to
identify taxable lands and in order to get additional taxpayers in the area. Therefore, the gdlad
system made it possible to increase the state revenue. °Thenthe completion of land measurement
led to the increase of taxation and revenue: forty-five birr, fortybirr and fifteen birrper gasawere

to be paid for ldam, ldmycif and f«s‘iﬂandrespectively.37

32 Ketema,p.62.

B 1bid.

34 Informants: Obbo Tufa Galchu, AtoYaredWirkinih and ObboKumbiKetaro.
35Ketema,pp.62-63.

3 Lapiso,p.83; Informants: Obbo Burka Chukuru and Obboe Haji Gobu.

37 Ketema,p.66.
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Churches and the clergy were beneficiaries from the newly introduced land system. Both land
and gabbarswere granted to churches in Dodola area. ®There had been landholding of the Church
even before the penetration of the Italians to Dodola area. In 1935 about five churches in
Gedabarea possessed ninety-seven gasa of land. Among those churches GibriKristos church of

Dodolahad twentygasa of gult land while the remained gasas were shared among the others.”

After the liberation the already granted land to the Church continued under a different name.
Yéigesmdreét(priestly land), Ydddbtiramdreét(land for diibtiira service), Yddagonmarét(land for
deacon service),yd-gdbdzmdéréi(land for the church officials) became known by the common

40
name samon land.

The extra land was identified by the survey. The government granted this land as madiiria
tondclibas, soldiers and loyal people from 1954 onwards. Thus,FitawrariTadddssiNegas
requested the central government for land to be granted to nédclibas in different wdrddas. In
Dodola also land grantswere allowed to these people on the basis of their rank. The temporarily

(maddria)granted land was later recognized as in permanent ownershipin 1967."

Despite the economic difficulty and the increasing amount of taxation peasants werenevertheless
constrained to pay the required government taxationand therefore tax defaulters became
increasing in number in Dodola district. Then the provincial governors took harsh measures

against those who had not paid tax. Large numbers of peasants were punished and their land was

#Ibid.p.43.

¥1bid; Informant: ObboMohammed Tenna.

0 Informants:AroNiigaHaileMariam ,0bboHajaroL.ugamo andObboUsmanBati ; Ketema, pp.36-43.

*! Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency, Letter from YimdreétYizotanaAstidaddr Minister to
GannaleAwrajjaGibrinaTsifitBet, Folder No.19569, File No.822/17/3/30, Date 12/01/1962 E.C.
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confiscated. The wiirdda officials were also punished and dismissed due to their failure to collect

tributes in the fixed time. The treasurer of Dodola,GodanaShagge, was dismissed.**

The inability to pay taxation increased gebrdfel land for which government tax had not been
paid. In 1963 about 1061gasas of gebriifel land were registered in Gannaleawrajja.”® The regime
gave little emphasis (o agriculturaldevelopmentand this was a major reason for stagnation of
production. In Dodola land measurement by instruments was uniformly undertaken in the same
year as other Bale areas. Then land was categorized as developed, partly developed and
undeveloped respectively. As new landwasavailable after survey,the government could thus
identify unoccupied land and gave categories to all the measured lands. The land classified as

undeveloped was confiscated and granted to others.**

4.3. Maladministration,Burdens of Taxationsand the ResultingPeasant
Protest and Rebellion in Dodola

The imperial government considered Bale as a remote and inaccessible area. This neglect and
little attention led to poor administration in the area. From the 1940s peasants in Bale resorted to
appeals to the government against land confiscation and the burdensome government taxation.

The people collected petitionsagainst the arbitrary execution of government policiesin general.45

In Bale including Dodola the major causes for the peasant rising were land measurement or

géilad, land grants, increasing taxation and ill-treatment of the people by government

“2 Ketema,p.68.

“Ibid.,p.2.

“Ibid p.68; Informants: ObboHajaroLugamo and Obbo Abba ChabsaTahiro.
** Crummey,p.242 ; Mindaye,pp.86.
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officials.**Dodola district held the highest percentages of land confiscation due to tax default and

the presence of cultivable Jand.*’

Governors and even minor local officialswere guilty of maladministration. The provincial
Governor did not strictly supervise his subordinates even when they appropriated government
property for their private gain.48 In DodolaFitawrariWildiMikael secretly used the Imperial
maderia 1and for his private benefit throughout the 1940s. This land was reserved for people loyal
to the government, usually in local sources called theland of saldgas.It was foundin

Gefersagdibcilé bordered with Harenna.*

Acts of corruptionalso led todeficits in the government finances in Dodola. Officials embezzled
money collected from the people for different purposes.For instance,the money collected for
thereception of the emperor’s visit in1970was partly embezzled by officials. Hence, all the

collected money was not really spent for the welcoming feast.”

The Indiirase of Bale fiklayGizat,FitawrariAbdbiGibrée (1960-1963), treated the people and the
government officials very harshly. The governor dismissedwdrdda officials and other staff
including the Vice President of the provincial court in 1961. Thus, they were appealing to the
emperor saying that he was inefficient and greedy.SIFor instance AlimuGilitu, who was the

government officer and the storekeeper of the Dodola district, wasdismissed for unknown

* Informants: Obbo Tbrahim Tola and ObboGetahewWilddMikael.

7 Mindaye,p.89; Informant: ObboKabetoGarjaja and AroYaredWirkinih.

* John Markakis, Ethiopia, the Last Two Frontiers (New York :Boydell and Brewer, 2011),p.150;
ShiferawBekele (ed). An Economic History of Ethiopia. The Imperial Era 1941-1974. CODESRIA ,Vol. I (Dakar :
Antony Rowe Ltd,1995),p.121.

“ Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency, Private Case file , An appeal from TikaBadaso against
FitawrariWildaMikael to YallfignAskilkayTsifétBeét. Addis Ababa , Folder No.1.1.14.08 File No. 1830, Date 19
,7,1947 E.C.(see appendix x)

5% Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency, A letter from Gannaleawrajja Administration to Bale
TéglayGizat , Folder No. 17.1.5.12.09, File No. 3366/961, Date Hamlé 13,1963 E.C. (see appendix xxiv)

S'National Archive and Library Agency, An appeal from the people of Dodola to Bale
TiklayGizatTsifitbét , Folder No. 6307, File No.1.1.14.09, Date Ginbot 9,1961 E.C
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reasons. Moreover, FitawrariAbibi was not actively taking serious measuresagainst criminals
who troubled public security and thus he governedthe people in a way that undermined the long
existing values shared between Christians and Muslims.This was regarded by the people as part
of the unjust and arbitrary administration.”

Throughout the 1950s peasants in Dodola were demanding government reconsideration
regarding the large scale land confiscation and the excessive taxation. The authorities gave no
attention to the appeal of the peasants and forceful confiscation of land in succeeding years
continued. Coercive collection of taxation further intensified the protest in the 1950s and later on
led to rebellion.Confiscation of land and other injustices climaxedpeasant protest in Dodola.
Thus, in Bale peasants lost about 2000 hectares of land and the Dodola district peasants lost part
of this amount.”>The establishment of the Ministry of Land Reform and Administration was
among those measures taken to minimize public dissatisfaction. Infact the newly founded
Ministry, the Emperor and the parliament were not really working to ameliorate tenancyor
carryout land reform.”

In 1960 the people of Gedabawrajjagizatappealed to the Ministry of Finance. They presented
that it had been decided to pay taxation demanded each year before the end of June. However,
many people did not pay before the completion of this deadline. The revenue officers refused to
receive the payment when taxpayers came after the completion of the fixed date and ordered
them to pay twofold, both land and health taxation. The people appealed to the ministerial office

ot to demand the twofold tax, because this amount would require them to sell either all their

52 National Archive and Library Agency, An appeal from the people of Dodola to Bale
TéklayGizatTsifitbét , Folder No. 6307, File No.1.1.14.09, Date Ginbot 9,1961 E.C( see appendix xix);
Informants: ObboKedirGammada and ObboluaraGelgelu.

3 Ketema,p.68; Informants: Obbo Burka Chukuru, ObboKinisoWabe and ObboYayaKasim.

54 John Michael Cohen , “Effects of Green Revolution and Small Scale Land Owners in Chilalo Region
Ethiopia.” Journal of Developing Press, Vol. 9, No.3 (1975).pp.136-138.
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cattle or land. Thus, the ministry accepted their demand and they were allowed to pay only the

5
assessed tax.’

In 1966 the new tax reform act abolished the intermediary role of ristigults and required the
direct payment of land tax to the state. This was justifiable to increase government revenue yet
relatively minimize injustice in tax collection.There was still land grant in the form of reward
and commercialization of agriculture was also growing. The economic hardship due to the low
level of production reduced the capacity to pay the required taxation within the predetermined

: 56
fime.

Peasants were subjected to pay all forms of exaction. Land tax, education tax, health taxation
anddebts to moneylenders incurred by borrowing money at high interest rate to pay taxes, rents
and for other problems were among burdens to peasants.”’ Failure to pay expected
taxationusually led to loss of land and even to other severe punishment. Thus, in Dodola many

peasants were victims of detention and unjust treatment.’®

The 1967 amendment of taxation ended payment of tithe (asrat) but introduced a new tax to be
exacted from agricultural earnings.”This reform ended the criteria of identifying land as
measured or unmeasured land to pay taxation. Thus land taxation was to be determined based on
the agricultural yield from the land. A new committee was also formed to avoid the former
unjust assessment and to implementproperly the reviewed tax regulation. The amount of taxation

would depend on the assessment of agricultural yields. The committee comparatively minimized

% Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency, A Letter from YdllfignAskélkayTsifétBét to the
Ministry of Pen. A Response to the Appeal of the GedabWiirdidaGizat People , Folder No. 1.1.14.08 , File No.
4950/31/60, Date Nihase 27,1952 E.C.(see appendix viii)

20 Bahru,p.193; Saheed A. Adejumboi, The History of Ethiopia (London : Greenwood Press, 2007),p.104.

37 Adejumboi,p.100.

*® Informants: ObboHajaroLugamo, ObboGetahewWiidliMikael andObbo Robe Mama.

¥ Adejumboi.p.100.
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the former injustice in taxation but its members were not fully trusted because they were
receiving bribes from peasants. Thus, the revised tax law brought insignificant improvements

%5 4 i " . 5
and injustices in taxation continued. 2

Dodola peasants continued appealing to the provincial authorities in order to regain their land
and re-assessmentofits quality because the former assessors had not genuinely categorized their
land. The assessors had categorized land as li@m if the owner did not give them bribes. Therefore,
the assessors’ bias in turn led to high taxation.®' These situations led to land alienation and in the

long run the rebellion that occurred from 1963-1 970.%

After the Ethiopian liberation the British government wasinterested to include Ogaden to its
administration in British Somaliland. Although the British government could not achieve this
plan it roused national ambition in the Somali people, particularly the youth. Thus, when the
Bale Oromos protested against imperial rule the Somali Republic politically and ideologically
assisted the Oromos, to attain the Somali wishtotake large parts of Ethiopia, the Ogaden, into the

Somali Republic.””

Opposition to the new land and taxation laws was very great and became a cause of the Bale
peasant rebellion. The rebel groups in eastern Bale were headed by a distinguished person,
Mohammed Ali Robe. Participants of the rebel groups in this area were coordinated not by
orders and compulsion but by the voluntary efforts of individuals. In Dodola the revolt

commenced in the form of a traditional shifta(bandit)type led by BikiliDewano and

® Bahru,p.194; Informants: Obbo Robe Mama and ObboHajaroLugamo.

8! Ketema,pp.80-81.

1bid.,p.78.

% The Dérg Central Committee, Méskdrdm. No. 2 ( Addis Ababa: Artistic Printing Press, 1974 E.C
/1981),p.43; Informants: Obbo Tufa Galchu and ObboWoliyi Kayo.
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GeletoDekema. These individuals took the initiative in collaboration with Wayu Ware from

4
Nansabo.?

Rebellion openly broke out mainly in areas adjacent to HarennaBulluk. One of the seven major
clans in Dodola, the Biltu, were the initiators of the revolt. This clan lived close to Harenna in
the south of the district. Many people also joined the rebellion from the neighboring Hodituclan.

The revolt in Dodola was spearheaded by UmerKabeto and BiikiiliDewano.”

In March 1964 emperor HaileSellasie made his first historic visit to Bale. The emperor
considered peasants’ complaints and promised them, unrealistically, the chance of reclaiming
former confiscated land, if still unoccupied, by paying the former tax arrears or purchasing the
measured government land.®® To win their support the emperor also allowed a siso(1/3) land to

be granted to balabats.”

The emperor then conducted discussion with the provincial awraja governors and Muslim
religious leaders in Goba. Deciding ways how to stop the rebellion in Bale was the major issue of
discussion. Many questions regarding the absence of infrastructure in Bale were also raised by
the participants. Then the emperor responded to questions raised from different participants.
Hence, schools, roads and clinics were to be built in Bale. Moreover, the emperor advised both

the governors and Islamic religious leaders to stop the rebellion.®®

The Indérase of Bale province, Wirqulnqusellasie(1964-1970), was reluctant to respond

immediately to the appeal of the peasants. He rather enforced officials to collect accumulated

% Informant: ObboKabetoGarjaja andAtoYaredWirkinih; GebruTareke, Power and Protest. Peasani
Revolt In The Twentieth Century (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,1991),p.150; Lapiso,p.188.

% Informants: ObboKabetoGarjaja and AfoYaredWirkinih; Lapiso, p.188; Gebru, Power and
Protest....,p.150.

% Ketema,pp.80-81.

®7 Bahru,p.216; Informants: ObboKabeWayu and Obbo Abba FogeTahiro.

8 Mindaye,p.89; Informants: ObboKabeWayu and QbboKabetoGarjaja.
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taxation arrears right from 1953 onwards. Then the Dodola peasants once again collected
petitions and appealed to the Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Interior through their
representatives FatoAyane, Mohammed Dekama, Tbrahim Nure and HajiHeboGuye to present
the case. After a series of discussions the ministers advised Wirqu (o review the situation and

allow the petitioners to regain their land following payment of the new registration fees.”

In late 1966 Wirqu changed his former decision to collect tax arrears with penalty for non-
payment. Then he wrote a letter to the Gannaleawrajjagovernor, F itawrariWildiMikael Bui. In
his letter,Wirqu criticized the governor and officials for accumulated unpaid tax arrears.
However, he then ordered the governorto collect registration fees from the complainants and
return land back to the former owners. This was only allowed to the specific petitioners not

others and therefore the discontent continued.”

The government took a liberal approach towards the local people of Dodola to obtain their
support against the rebels, promising to return the confiscated land if it had not already been
granted to other individuals. Nevertheless, the rebels kept up their violence, cooperating with the
neighboring rebels in Adaba. The protest climaxed both in Dodola and Adaba districts. They

killed BikaliHaragu, the governor of Adaba, in 1965."

This situationwent for the government from bad to worse. Then in addition to the local
Militia,the Territorial military force from Goba was sent to theGedab area to pacify the existing
turmoil. WiildiMikael was under pressure, being blamed for the failure to prevent this revolt.

The provincial governor ordered WildidMikaelto lead the forces which were mobilized to Biltu, a

% Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency, A letter from the People of Dodola to Ministry of
Interior, Folder No. 19569, File No0.3957. Date 5/9/1958 E. C; Ketema,pp.81-82.

" Ketema,pp.81-82.

""Mindaye, p.89; Gebru, Power and Protest....., pp.144-145; Bahru ,p.145.
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place where there was a heavy conflict, to suppress the rebellion. However, the government
forces led by FitawrariWildiMikaelBui collapsed and WiildiMikael himself was killed by a
rebel bullet in 1966. Police forces and many territorial soldiers were also killed together with the
governor in this anti-rebel offensive.”The protests were further escalating after the two
governors were killed by the rebels. The revolt further expanded in Dodola and other parts of
Gannaleawrajja because the imperial order to receive appeals for reclaiming land was ignored

after 1967."

The rebels controlled the town of Dodola for some short time. This action greatly worsened the
situation for the government. Moreover, they cut the main road connecting Goba and Addis
Ababa.Then by sending more soldiers and winning over some of the rebels the central
government opened the road for the supplies of food and ammunitions to its troops. This effort
enabled the government to avoid immediate loss of political dominance over the area. Gradually
the government was able to contain the uprising in Dodola but it was not totally terminated until

1970.”

The prolonged peasant uprising did not end soon though measures were taken by the government
to end the revolt. Hence, in 1967 all the Bale awrgjjas including Gannale were put under martial

law.”” Then Colonel Belew was made the Governor General of Gannaleawrajja and

"Gebru, Power and Protest.....,pp.144-145; Bahru ,p.216; Mindaye, p.89; Informants: ObboKabetoGarjaja
,ObboChako Wako and ObboKabeWayu.

3Gebru, Power and Protest,...,p.216; Ketema,p.82; Informants: Obbo Hussein Galchu and
ObboAbdellaArarso.

k- Mindaye,p.89:Gebru, Power and Protest.....,p.145; Informants: AroBikiliAbaynih andObbo Abba
FogeTahiro.

BGebru, Power And Protest.....,p.145.
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QifiazmacTibibuWildiMikaelsucceeded his father.DawanoHebano was appointed as the headof

the burgas to carry out government affairs.”®

In 1970 the emperor paid an official visit to Bale tiglaygizatfor the second time and
Gannaleawrajjathe first time. On this occasion the officials and the people of Bale demonstrated
great hospitality to the guests and visiting authorities. The people provided a ceremony by
compulsion at Goba and Dodola for the emperor’s historic visit. Colonel MingishaWiilddKidan,
the governor of Gannaleawrajja, coordinated all the balabats and the people for the honor of the
emperor. Major General JagamaKello,the/nddrasé of Bale fdglaygizat, also came to Dodolawith
emperor HaileSellasie I. There was a warm public reception in Dodola; women came into the
street with their traditional celebration orSiggeeand priestswith their ark to welcome the
f:mperor.77 In his visit to Dodola the emperor granted different titles for those loyal to the
government for instance GrazmacTisimaAyidengitugot the title of Fitawrari. Then the emperor
moved to Nansabo and visit the coffee production zone.”® After completion of his visit in Dodola

the emperor recognized all the progress of the district and the awrajjagizatin general.79

Like other Bale areas the peasant revolt in Dodola could not bring desirable changes to the deep
rooted problems of the people. However, it maintained public security and government strict
control for a time after the rebellion. A very bad dry weather road was constructed from
Dodolato Nansaboas a means of government control but was not useable by vehicles. A

telecommunication office was set up in the town of Dodola in 1973.%

7 Informants: Obbe Abba FogeTahiro and ObboKabeWayu.

77 Bale Province Administration, A letter from Imperial Government of Ethiopian Ministry of Interior to
Bale TéklayGizat, Folder No. 810/63, File No. 13906/45 ,Date Seéne 21,1963 E.C. (see appendix xxv)

8 Informants: ObboKabeWayu and Obbo Tufa Galchu .

" Informants: ObboGemmechuRoba andObbo Hussein Galchu.

% Informants: ObboKabetoGarjaja , AtoNigaHaileMariam andMéamireTikluWorkinéh.
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The absence of justice and inefficient policies of the country negatively influenced the peasant
economy. Thus, in Ethiopia peasants were striving for their priority demands, land and socio-
political freedomsto improve their life.! The backward agricultural production andpoor
economic condition of the peasants steadily worsened their life. Limited technological growth,
an unfair landholding system and insufficient government budget for agricultural development

led todecline in thesubsistence agricultural sector.®
4.4. Policy Direction and Agricultural Growth in Dodola

In the period after the liberation of Ethiopia crop production in Dodola outweighed animal
rearing. Arable agriculture became the major economic activity in Dodola. Land grants and sale

5 . : . j 3
were also expanded.This circumstance resulted in reduction of communal grazing Jand.*

The post-liberation period saw a great range of land grants in Bale highland areas. There was a
large proportion of vacant land in northern Bale that attracted the imperial land grant policy.
Reduction in landownership of the Bale peasants was a result of land grants to retired soldiers,
exiles of 1935-41, to patriots who had fought against the Fascist invaders and prominent men. In
Goba and Dodola the people opposed this government action. The increasing values of land
alsohastened the transfer of land by selling to others under legal agreements. Moreover, land

grants and failure to pay taxation led peasants to lose their lands and become tenants.*

In 1950s, there were large scale land grants to members of the royal family in Dodola and other

Bale areas. Thus, a large tract of cultivable and fertile land was taken in the district and given as

8! Addis Hiwet,p.102.

82GebruTareke ,The Ethiopian Revolution (London: Yale University Press, 2009),p.17.

8yiDodolaKifiteifiaHuldtdniaDdrdjaTimihiritBét,
YiDodolaKifiteinaHuldtdrfiaDdrdjaTimihiritBéetAmdsdrardtAchirTarik (Addis Ababa: BirhanenaSelam Printing
Press,1984),p.13.

¥ Ketema,pp.4-9; Henze,p.262.
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a royal rist to the LeulMdridAzmachAsfawiisdn HaileSillasie, the heir to throne. Abdgaz Hussein

Chako was assigned to administer of the royal rist land in Bale area.”

According to the 1952 Land Proclamation, land grants were promised to the unemployed, loyal
government servants and landless Ethiopians. The state also distributed gulr right to extract
tributes in the form of goods and services from the peasantry for its military and civil

8
personnel. 6

The imperial regime gave less emphasis to the growth of peasant agriculture. Mechanized and
commercializedagriculture were thought to be the best measures for agricultural growth.87
Hence, private commercial farms were encouraged instead of production forsubsistence.
Marketable crops, especially wheat production,dominatedotheragricultural products in the
district.®® Land grants for government functionaries were widely carried out in Dodola
throughout the 1950s and 1960s. The government offered large tracts of land to the landless,

police, soldiers and civil officers in the district.”

In Dodola the plain area that covered a large proportion of land was set aside as a Ydsinde zone
(wheat production zone). This area covered the present Heraro, Hunte, HaraDakiye, Qachema
and other areas in the eastern and northern parts of the district. A semi-plain area Nansabowas on

the other hand proposed to bea Yibuna zone (zoneof coffee production).90

®Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency, A letter of Appeal from the Bale People to Bale
TiqlayGizatRist land Administration. YiBale Mdrét,1942-1955, Folder No. 2.1.18.02 , File No.1238/44 | Date
Megabit 16, 1944 E.C; Informant: Obbo Abba FogeTahiro and ObboChako Wako.

$%Bizuwork ,p.74; John Michael Cohen and DovWeintraub, Land and Peasant in Imperial Ethiopia: The
Social Background to Revolution,(Assen :Vangorcum,1975),pp.60-61.

Y 1bid.p.7.

88 Informants: ObboWoliyi Kayo and ObboKumbiKetaro.

8wWildiMiskil Tariku Memorial and Research Center, A letter from Ministry of Land Administration to
Bale JéiglayGizat. Folder No. 29/08, File No. 1/18579, Date Hamle 29,1952 E.C.

90 Tnformants: ObboMekonnenHasen, Obbo Burka Chukuru and ObboWoliyi Kayo.
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The plain and fertile land attracted commercial farming in the district. The government rented out
the land previously reserved for public utility. Thus, some private commercial farmers from the
local area and outside concluded an agreement for land renting with the government. A man who
came from Siwa,FitawrariAshagari, took the land for commercial farming to produce coffeein
the southern part ofDodola district. However, he died in an accident on his way back from

visiting the farmland. Thus, the attempted coffee production was not successful in Dodola.”’

Local wealthy men were also involved in commercial farming especially in the production of
wheat. These private commercial farmers includedBoruuGaarii, AsifaBidhaso, EgiCuqala and
AvyilidTikldTsion.  Other balabatswho wereable to doso, FitawrariWildiMikael —and

GrazmacTisimaAydingitu, were alsoundertaking a large scale wheat produ(:tion_92

Commercialization of agriculture paved the way for the beginning of tractorization in thel960s.
Tractorization increased efficiency of production but consequently contributed to the growing
price of land. Landlords and commercial farmers began to lease land at a higher price and use
itwith security for only a fixed wperiod.93 Government officials and landowners ventured into the
expanding sector of commercial farming using tractors. In 1963 in Dodola about 30 tractors were
operating on private and commercial farms. These factors led to land alienation, eviction and
displacf::mf:nt.94 Commercialization was not only limited to the government receiving land rent
from individual holdings but also the government sold parts of the reserved landfor private

i ; ‘ . . 5
commercial farms. Local farm owners were the main actors of this commercial farmmg.9

Mnformants: ObboHajaroLugamo, ObboKabeWayu and Obbo Robe Mama.

92 [nformants: ObboAbdurhamanSeid, Obbo Ibrahim Tola and ObboBurka Chukuru.
%% Ketema,pp.104-105.

* Solomon, pp.9-12; Informant: ObboWoliyi Kayo.

BInformants: ObbeYayaKasim,ObboKedirElemo andObbo Burka Chukuru.

72



The inflow of people from Siwain search of cultivable land on the other hand also increased the
land rent for non-residents. Eventually the plots of land and the yields of production of the Sawan
settlers were greater than those of the indigenous people, because incomers were hard workers

and had long experience of crop production.g6

Land confiscation was also carried out for expanding towns, particularlyon fertile lands near to
the highway from Goba to Shashemene. Thus, land in Gennaleawrajjawas vulnerable to this
urbanexpansion.To this end, peasants living near to the town of Dodola were vulnerable to land

expropriation o

In Dodola some landless people got half a gasa of land by the terms of the 1952 proclamation
which offered land to landless people. However,its implementation was very late due to the
extended government bureaucracy. Therefore, unfair land tenure created land inaccessibility that
largely benefited the fewat the expense of the majority of the population. The agricultural land
policy itself alsodid not sufficiently support improved production. Moreover, discontent was
provoked both from those who were holding land,complaining of the increased alienation, and
from those who were supposed to gain it owing to the bureaucratic delays. Also as already
noted,tax default resulted from a low level of production which was not fairly relatedto the

amount of taxation.”

The formerly promised half gasa of land to all landless peasants was followed by a prolonged
procedure to obtain it. There was a government extended system from the district to the
tiiklaygizat. The land that was supposed to be granted in most cases was far from people’s

residences and peasants faced problems of being separated from their relatives. Therefore, many

9 Tnformants: Obbo Haji Gobu,Obbo Hussein Roba and ObboGeribeWabe.
Gebru, Power and Protest......p.132; Informants: ObboUsmanBati and ObboHajarcLugamo.
98 Informant: ObboGetachewWildiMikael and ObboKabeWayu.
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of the peasants were not interested to use this opportunity. In Dodola from 1968 to 1971 out of

379 peasants who applied only 88 got the offered land.”

The Second Five Year Plan (1962-1968) aimed to achieve increasing productivity in the country.
It was designed to transform agriculture and to diversify and modernize agricultural production.
However, the land tenure system went from bad to worse. Peasants fell into insecurity of life and
land rent and tax were not comparable with the amount they gained from their agricultural
production. Government and bank loan services were limitedto commercial farmers. Thus, the

majority of peasants who were engaged in subsistence production did not benefitfrom the

policy.'”

Before the Italian occupation many people in Dodoladid not engage in crop production as a base
of their life. However, crop production significantly expanded after the Fascist Italian
occupation.Dodola was and is among the richest agricultural areas in Bale. The main economiic
activity has become now mixed farming. The people substantially rely on production of barley,
wheat,linseed, peas, beans and leguminous crops. These important crops are both sources of
household income and items of consumption. Butter mixed with barley makes the most delicious
food of the Arsi Oromo named Micciirra. Hence, barley is essential in the life of Oromo people
still today and is therefore, regarded as the holiest crop.The large scale production of grains in
the area changed the way of life of the society from reliance on animal products to cereal crops.

Wheat wasthe dominantcommercial crop in Dodola.'

% Ketema,p.106; WildaMaskil Tariku Memorial and Research Center, Land Administration Department,
“Rist Land Registration”, Folder No. #v/02, File No. 41/av/73, Date 12/03/1960 E.C.

1% Cohen, “Effects of Green Revolution....” pp.136-138; Adejumboi,p.100.

! Daniel, “Continuity and Change...”,p.25.
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Another subsistence product,enses, wassignificantly cultivated in a few gdbdlésof Dodola
adjacent to Kokkosaand the Sidama regionin NegelleMeexama, Edo and SeroftaThis was due to

the age-old socio-economic and cultural interactions between the people in the neighboring

2
areas. 4

4.5 Dodola as District and Administrative Centre of Gannale Awrajja

For some years after liberation, Dodolacontinued with its former status as amislinéunder Bale
warddagizat(District Governorate). In 1946 when Bale was made an awrajjagizat (Bale sub-
province) Dodolawas nominated as a 14fdrddagfzat(district—governorate).lo}In 1960 the vast
province of Hararge was split and Balefdglaygizat (governorate-general) was formed.'*'Dodola
then became anawrajjagizat in the north west of Bale by the name Gannaleawrajjaas discussed

in the first section of this chapter.'®

While Dodola was chosen as the centre of Gannaleawrajja there was a long competition between
Adaba and Dodola. Thisdebate was carried out between the representatives of Adaba and Dodola
for being centre of Gannaleawrajja. The situation brought the two sides to seek the emperor’s

final decision where to establish the centre of the Gannaleawrajja. GrazmacBurgaBatiro of

Adabarequested the establishment of the awrajja center at Adaba town. He and the residents of
Adaba tried to justify their appeal by the fact that Adaba had good resources and was nearer to
Goba than Dodola. On the contrary, the Dodolabalabattried to useinfluence by virtue of claiming
himself as being of descent from the royal family and he emphasized extent of the people’s

pressure in the Dodola area. The Dodolabalabat also used the appropriate location, fertile plain

102 1 formant s: ObboAbdurhaman Tufa, Obbo Hussein Roba andObboKinisoWabe; Mindaye,p.17.

193g51omon,p.5; SintayehuKassaye, * Goba: Foundation, Growth and Development to1974” (BA Thesis,
Department of History, Addis Ababa University,1985),p.16.

94Markakis, Anatomy of A Traditional Polity.... ,p.293.

195 [ formants: Obbo Abba FogeTahiro and AfoY aredWirkinih.
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land and proximity of Dodola for the central government as arguments justifying the selection of
Dodola.'®

This strong debate to be the seat of Gannaleawrajja was ended with the decision of the central
government in favor of Dodola. Then Dodola town became administrative centre of the
Gannaleawrajjaafter Bale figlayGizat was formed in 1960 and continued up until 1991.The area

comprised Adaba, Kokkossa, Nansabo and the Dodola district itself."”’

Ganaleawrajja got this name from the Gannale river that reaches the Indian Ocean after joining
the Dawa and Weyb rivers. The awrajja was the smallest of all in Bale province and covered
about 8100 square kilometers. It bordered Chilaloawrajja (Arsi) in the north, Sidama (Sidamo)
in the west, JemJem (Sidamo) to the south west, Dello(Bale) to the south and Mandoyu (Bale) in

the south east. It was bordered by one major river, the WabeShebelle.'”
4.5.1. Justice and Police

Gannaleawrajjawasset up under the government proclamation in 1960. This proclamation made
the former mislinés into wiirddagizats, the wirddagizats into awrajas and the awrajagizats
became [dglaygizats. As a result Bale became a province and Dodola got the statusof
awrajagizat.1OgFitawaranWﬁldéiMikeal Bui became governor ofGannaleawrajjaand Colonel
MengeshaWildidKidanwas officially appointed administrator of the awragjja.Gannaleawrajja
court was established in 1961.""°HajiAbbaJabal Tahiro, was appointed as the first president of the

awrajja court. His brother, AbbaDuulaTahiro was a counselor in the awrajjacourt. An archival

196Tn formants: ObboKabetoGarjaja, Obbo Abba FogeTahiro andObboWoliyi Kayo.
19"Dodola Municipality.p.1.

W8y DodolaKifitefifiaHulitiffiaDardjaTimihiritBét, pp.13-15.

1097 formants: ObboAbdellaArarso, Obbo Abba ChabsaTahiro and Obbo Haji Gobu .
101 formants: Obbo Tbrahim Tola ,0bboKabeWayu and ObboKedirElemo.
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source indicates that Gannaleawrajja police office was established in 1961.

Sambiil AsifaTisdma was the commander of the awrajjapolice force.'"!

Dodola district also separately formed its administration and wiéirddacourt. Thus,
GrazmacAbbalifarTahiro was wirdda administrator, Kassa Haile was appointed judge in the

district court and Basa(commander)HailuBashe was commander of the wdrdda police.“2

The people had access to the court system and could transfer their cases to Goba for further
appeal if they were not satisfied with a court decision at the awrajjalevel. The newly established
offices were constructed from wood andthick mud because quick construction with these

materialscould address the problem of security that had priority in the area.'"”

In principle courts were claimed to be independent. But under the imperial post-liberation regime
there was a maximum interference of government organs in the working of the court system.
Certainly at the district level courts, the administration of justice was severely threatened.] ustice
was not real and with fair decisions but was influenced by bribery and favoritism. Courts were

corrupt and their conduct of cases was unjust.’ 1

The shortage of judges was another obstacle that hampered the administration of justice at the
wiirddaand awraja level. The justice system in Dodolawdirdidabecame full of delay and
intimidation. Judges and other judicial staff made justice an instrument for seeking benefits for

themselves rather than working a genuine system.”5

"Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency.A letter From GannaleAwrajja to Bale TéklayGizat vice
IndéirsaseBikureWiildiGiorgis, Folder No. 5.12.15, File No. 2768/38 , Date 5/7/1953 E.C.
1125
Ibid.
13 Informants: ObboKedirGammada ,0bboAbdurhaman Tufa and ObboKedirElemo.
1 [nformants: ObboKabetoGarjaja andObbo AbbaFogeTahiro.
115 [hformants: ObboChako Wako and Obbo Robe Mama.
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Besides conventional courts, people largely exercised traditional administration of justice
through elders. Elders of theArsi Oromo of Dodolawere usually trusted and were believed to
investigate casesproperly. Offenders in most cases never hesitated to disclose their mistakes and
to ask pardon. Hence, social bonds and values would not be violated by the decision of elders. In
mediation(Jaarsummaa) the conflicting parties were encouraged to state the facts about the
existing controversies. Therefore, traditional procedures could verify cases and give final
decisions for the Arsi Oromo of the district. First the disputantswould beasked to clarify the
causes of their disagreement. After a further investigation by the elders if any one of the two
sides did not accept his/her mistakes and denied everything, then there would be swearing and
hewould be cursed up to his seventh generation if he lied about the facts of the case. This would
affect the one who committed the unjust act but still denied it. It was to avoid this curse that most
cases heard by elders in Arsi Oromo ended with peaceful agraements.1 e

The frequentinstability in Bale including Dodola from 1963 imposed immeasurable pressure on
the life of the people.mTherefore, the police force working in the district was increased in
number despite the fact that no particular offices were reserved for them and their commanders.
They received their orders from Goba. This situation created a gap between the administrative
bodies and the policemen. Moreover, forceful and harshtreatment by the policemen developed a
bad perceptionin the people towards them and brought disobedience.''® The wirdda policewas
headed by SambdlW ﬁldﬁyﬁs.]lgNdc‘Idbaéwere also selected and working to maintain security in

all areas. A letter from Dodolawdrdida to Bale fdklaygizar demands additional police support to

18] formants :Obbo Hussein Roba, ObboKedirGammada and Obboe Tufa Galchu.

"nformants : ObboHajaroLugamo and ObboGeribeWabe.

18 Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency, A letter From GannaleAwrgjja Court to the General
Command Police Office Addis Ababa, Folder No. 130/5, File No.85/2, Date Tahisas 16,1957 E.C; Informant:
Obbo Burka Cukuru.

U9 formants: ObboKabetoGerjaja, Obbo Abba FogeTahiro and Obbo Tbrahim Seid.
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ensure security because the people now live in an individual way, less controlled by the
traditional administration, and therefore security was more dependent on government resources

which the letter says were insufficient in Dodola.'®

The Gannaleprison were opened in 1970.This prison was initially serving only as temporary
detention of offenders whose cases would be decided by the awrajja and the wérddd courts. The
name of this prison has remained Gannaleup to the present. Cases that required trial atprovincial
court were taken to Goba for further investigation. For short term detention, the neighboring
wiirédidas sent prisoners to Gannale prison. Particularly the districts of Dodola, Adaba, Kokossa,
Nansabo and Hasasa commonly used this prison.m The insufficient capacity of Gannale prison
was another problem for the government and the people. Unlike minor prisons found at
wiéiriidalevel this prison house received a budget for food from the central government. Among
prisons founded in Bale province Gannale was the second largest prison house next to Goba. The
other two prisons, Dello and Ginnir, were located in the hottest area. The location of
Gannaleprison wasbetter for government control as compared to other two prisons. Therefore,

5 )
many prisoners were not taken to GOba.LZ

120 Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency, A letter from Dodolawdrida to Bale TdqlayGizat
Folder No.19569, File No. 1142/545/60, Date 25/04/1964 E.C.
2 formants: AtoYaredWirkinih andObboHajaroLugamo.

122 [ formants: ObboKumbiKetaro, Obbo Abba ChabsaTahiro and ObboY ayaKasim.
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3.4. Provision of Education and Other Services in Dodola District and the Town

The essential provisionsof schools, health services and water supply were not available in the
district in the immediate years after the liberation. Lack of hard surface roads in the district was

also among the challenges that adversely affected the movement of people in the district.'*

In the period after the restoration, Emperor HaileSellasie was working for the expansion of
Ethiopian Orthodox Christianity and education. There had already been Church education in
Dodola district from the1940s. Priests and deacons were assigned to different burgas. The burgas
were responsible to coordinate the task of religious teaching in the quarters andvillages in the
town and countryside respectively.'**The teaching was carried out through small groups of
children whose families were willing and allowed them to attend in their locality. Thus, after
learning abugida(Ge’ez alphabet)and moral education, there was a sort of graduation with a little
ceremony prepared by the church. GabriKristos church was the centre for preparing this
ceremony in Dodola. At this stage both the learner and his/her family were required to express
their interest. If they agreed to accept Christianity their son/daughter took baptism and converted
to Christianity. In this process, baptism was not by compulsion and those who was not interested

to accept Christianity could continue following Islam or waageffanna.'*

Besides moral education, Amharic alphabet teaching was later on inclusively given in the church

school. Teachers who accomplished this task had both clerical work and duties of teaching the

"> Informants: ObboluaraGelgeluand ObboYayaKasim.

***Informants: ObboKabetoGarjaja, ObboJuaraGelgelu andObbo Hussein Jawo.

"2 Informants: ObboKabetoGarjaja ,0bbo Abba FogeTahiro, MdmireTikluWirkinih ; Daniel, Continuity
and Change....,p.90.
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alphabet. They were commonly called Yéinétas(churchappointed teachers). The church school

. . . 2
continued even after government education was introduced. 128

Tn 1949 a group of Danish Lutheran missionaries arrived in Dodola.The mission included a
school and a clinic. However, due to a funding problem their mission school was not started until
1952. The school did not at first delivergood services to the people. Over the following years it
had a constant problem to retain staff, but by 1971 it had secured support from the Lutheran

World Federation.'”

In the late 1960s the imperial administration was more concerned with the increasing expansion
of education and other services in all parts of the country. There was also an aim (o avoid
extreme reliance on foreigners. Nevertheless, the availability of these facilities was restricted to
the main towns in the country. The population living in the countryside was suffering from

poverty, illiteracy, poor health and absence ofimproved services including education.'*®

In 1963/64 there was a school built at Qechema (a place near Dodola town) to deliver pre-regular
education. This school was built as part of YéihizibawiNuromashashayaguday(the
governmentpublic life improvement program).In this school secular teachers were assigned to
give secular education. The religious teachers were also chosen from the local churches to teach
moral education. The school was not continuously functioning due to financial difficulty,

inadequate facilities and lack of coordination. The society also perceived that learning in the

1287 formants: AfoBikiliAbaynih, ObboWoliyi Kayo and ObboKedirElemo.

2 amiratTadili, “The Biography of AtoTadiliDebesa,” A Term Paper Presented to The Ethiopian
Graduate School of Theology for the Course, “Evangelical Movement in Ethiopia” (Addis Ababa, 2004),p.3.

128 A dejumboi,p.101; Informants: Obbo Abdurhaman Tufa ,0bboYayaKasim and Obbo Hussein Roba.
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school would be Amharizing oneself. These underlying factors caused the school to be

temporary and it was unable to continue.'”

The government then launched HulumYimar(everyone must learn)as the slogan to expand
education all over the country. In 1965/66Y¢ifidelSiirawit (the alphabet army) was established to
achieve this objectivebut it was limited to towns.Thus it could not address the problem of

illiteracy in the countryside.130

Then, the awrajja governor ordered the reopening of the previous pre-regular school in the town.
Public discussion was conducted by residents of the town to generate income and instead build a
regular school. Finally, besides the government effort the people agreed to contribute money to
build a school.'®" Thus, Dodola primary school was established in 1970. Serofta primary school
were also opened after a few months.Dodola was among those towns which benefited from this

government strategy. s

The construction of a hard surface road to Sofumer cave in1960s increased the movement of
people through the district. Dodola became a strategic location and provided administration
service for the Gannaleawrajja.mThc road connecting Shashemene to Adaba and then Goba was

completed in 1961. This road greatly alleviated the problem of administration and movement of

12 Informants; Obbo MohammedTenna ,0ObboYayaKasim and ObboKedirGammada.

" [nformants: ObboKabetoGarjaja and Obbo Abba ChabsaTahiro.

3! Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency, A Letter from GannaleAwrajjaGizat toDodola
Municipality, Folder No. h436, File No. 4646/26, Date 6/8/59 E.C.(see appendix xxi)

132 Informants: ObboKabetoGarjaja ,0bbo Tufa Galchu and ObboChako Wako.

3y uDodolaKifitednaHuldrdinaDirdjaTimihiritBét,p.15; Herbert Mooney et al, “An Account of Two
Journeys to Arenna Mountain in Bale Province (South-East Ethiopia) 1958 and 1959-60.” InProceedings of
Linnean Society of London, 1961-1962 (London: np,1963),p.144.
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the people to the provincial capital,Goba.Moreover, the foundation of Bale Mountain National

Park in 1971 contributed to the growth of Dodola town."

In Dodola most public institutions were established after 1960,mainly after the formation of
Gannaleawrajjacentered in Dodola. Therefore, public services then became more available to

serve the people.”’5

Before the establishment of the Dodola Municipality the town was administered by different
military men and civilian officials. Representatives of the central government from Bale and

some trusted elders took the administrative posts of the town.'**

The town got a municipal administration in 1954. Two small urban districts(scférs) were formed
in the town: Gibrikristos and HamusGibiyasdfir. There was a council formed for the purpose
of separately administering the town.This council would assign minor chairpersons locally
known as Ydsaf.iirS'um( head of neighborhood) to carry out the administrative workin each small

séiféir. The head of the municipality was at the same time the head of the council. 137

As thecentreof theawrajjaDodola town possessed different facilities from 1961. It also benefited
from some social services. The town telecommunication was installed in 1965, whichwas known
as mazoriya silk (hand moveable telephone).The place where the telecommunication centre
wasestablished was later known as YisilkAmbaSifir.A townelectric power supply was
attempted during the imperial regime using a diesel generator. However, the generator shortly

broke down dueto a technical problem and was not replaced by another."*

* Informants: Obbo Abba FogeTahiro, ObboKedirElemo andObboY ayaKasim.
I nformants :ObboKedirElemo ,ObboJuaraGelgelu and Obbo Hussein Galchu,
136 Informants: ObboAbdurhamanSeid andObboKasimNigash .

Y"Dodola Municipality, p.1; Informant: AroBikild Abaynih.

138 Gizachew,p.8; Informants: ObboKedirElemo and MdamireTakluWirkinih.
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In 1967 KdbdddWaildiMariamwas made head of the council of Dodola municipality and the head
(§um) of the town. BikaliLimésa was appointed asthe YisilkAmbaSifirSumuntil he retired in
1973. The HamusGiibiyasifirwas headed by GibriwildBeriso. Thesesumswere responsible to

the sum(head) of the municipality. 198

Public institutions and private businesses in Dodola town were near the main road connecting
Shashemenne to Goba that separated the town into two parts.'**The establishment of Bale
Mountain National Park in 1971 gave prominence to the town of Dodola. Tourists and travelers
often made Dodola their first destination as they moved to the Bale massifs. Therefore, the town

could accommodate tourists travelling in the park. 1

The modern type of water supply for the town began in 1972. It was Italian cooperation which
financed and embarked on the project. The Dodola people also played a decisive role, raising
funds and giving free labor service for the success of this project. The people were highly
interested ingetting clean water service because previously they had used unprotected stream
water and were exposed to different health problems. Then the piped water was constructed by
systematically turning a stream into an underground pipe near to Dodola town.'* The Italian
cooperation and the local people made an underground pipeline which gave protected water and
increased the yielding capacity of this stream because the ground was excavated to get
moreground water for the piped stream. Then people of the town and its surroundings benefited

from this piped water project after its completion in 1973."*

'39D0d01aMunicipality Bl

“Federal Democratic Republic of Germany with FDRE,p.57.

""WondifrawTolosa , “Community Based Ecotourism Impacts: The Case of Adaba- Dodola Protected
Forest Bale Zone, Oromia” (MA Thesis, Department of Geography, Addis Ababa University, 2007),p.36.

1":"Gizachew,p. 14.

“Informants: ObboKasimNigash , Ato Solomon HaileMariam and ObboGetahewWildiMikael.
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The establishment of different offices in Dodola andtravelers necessitated the beginning of small
restaurants. Thesesmall restaurants were established by AsifaBadhaso and BikdlaUrgaa.
Government workerswho camefromdifferent areasandmanualworkers fromSawa, Arsi and
Sidamoincreased the demand for the service sectorin the town.Moreover, the expansion of
commercial farming in the district by far increased the number of clients for the newly
established businesses. Twobutcheries were opened in Dodola in the early 1960s. They belonged
toDuressaGodana and MollaMilaku. These owners were not born in Dodola.They came from the
Guragearea after the imperial incorporation.Small retail shops, bakeries and little cafes (shay bér)

were establishedin 1964 and expandedmorein the 1970s."**

The Arsi people were not well versed in trade and still in the 1960s considered trade as an
activity forSidamas.To DodolaArsi Oromo the term Sidamaapplied to any aliens who came
outside the Arsiproper and those who spoke Ambharic."*Thenewcomers and the local people
were in need of sawn timber.The first sawmill was established in 1958 by BikildUrga, a man

from Guragewho came to Dodolain the 1940s.4®

In Dodolathe first medical care service was started by the Lutheran Churchmissionaries in the
late 1960s. However, owing to lack of funds the missionary clinic in Dodola gave service only in
a satellite clinic from the main clinic at Lensho and the services in Dodola were only
intermittent. In addition to itsmissionarywork the Lutheran Church wasoperating social services,
like free medical care and relief aid for rehabilitation in time of famine and other
difficulties.""Therefore in the 1941-1974 period in Dodola district and the town despite the

oppressive imperial rule and feudal exploitation of the peasants there had been some

12 Informants: Ato Solomon HaileMariam, AtoYaredWirkinidh and Obbo Abba FogeTabhiro.

1511 formants: ObboHajaroLugamo, Obbo Tufa Galchuand ObboUsmanBati.

Yo formants: ObboMekonnenHasen andAroBakildWildiyds.

YT amirat .p-34-37; Informants:AtoNdgaHailemariam,Obbo Robe Mama and MdmiréTakluWirkinih.
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changessince the pre-Italian period. However, discontent was growing which led towards the

1974 revolution.

Summary and Conclusion

In  post-liberation period, HaileSellasie was building up a centralized,autocratic
administration,completing the work begun before 1935. This resulted in a number of
administrative changes, as described in the above chapter. Dodola held the status of the
administrative centre of Gedabwdrddagizar and centre of the gimjabét and after 1960 the

administrativecentre of Gannaleawrajja.

Feudal oppression returned to Dodola after 1941 and peasant tenants (géibbars) suffered from
burdensome rents, increasing taxation and loss of land or increased tax following
gdladmeasurement. Moreover, default in tax payment resulted in loss of land. Land lost by
peasants, or unclaimed lands was given out by the emperor in land grants to churches and to
loyal or favored persons, including members of the royal family. Peasant financial burdens were

not proportional to the income they could derive from the land they held.

These various forms of oppression, and injustice by the courts and officials, climaxed in the Bale
Rebellion, which affected Dodola.The Somali government, with its own agenda of detaching
Ethiopian territory, fished in these troubled waters. The Bale peasant rebellion caused the
imperial government great difficulties but imperial government control was finally restored by a
combination of limited concessions, promises and military pressure. But oppression continued

and with it the discontent which was to climax in 1974.

There were agricultural changes in Bale and Dodola 1941-1974. Pastoralism gave way to crop

production especially wheat, for which the climate, altitude and soil were very appropriate.
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Commercial farming developed and the beginning of mechanized farming with tractors. Some
local peopleand incomers gained wealth. But commercial farming increased land alienation and
led to increase in tenant rents. According to the 1952 proclamation, land was offered to landless
peasants. However, owing to bureaucratic delays and other problems mentioned in the chapter,
only a few Dodola peasants were able, or willing, to take advantage of the opportunity to get

land.

Tustice at the local level in Dodola was corrupt and not impartial. The Oromo preferred and used

the traditional system of decisions and reconciliation supplied by elders.

The town of Dodola got some services in the imperial period, particularly a school and a
betterwater supply and telecommunications but not electricity except for a brief period. The road
through Dodola to Goba improved communication after 1961 and people passed through or
stayedin Dodola on their way to the Bale Mountain National Park, opened in 1971. Dodola
became a municipality in 1954, with division into séfdrswith heads and officials. Some shops
opened but the Arsi Oromo were still not very accustomed to these occupations.Commerce and

businesses in the town were owned by non-Arsi incomers.
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Chapter Five

5. Dodola 1974-1991
5.1 The Ethiopian Revolution and Its Effects in Dodola

The autocratic and feudal administration in Ethiopia was challenged by consecutive mass
protests. In 1950s and 1960s the imperial regime issued some reforms. However, its rule

advantaged the feudal ruling class at the expense of the majority of the population.]

The educated Ethiopians was aware of the deep rooted socio-economic and political problems
that adversely affected the life of society.” Thus, students continued boycotts opposing the severe
feudal exploitation against the peasants. This movement also motivated other sections of the
society who were victims of the inefficient and unjust administration. Civil servants and soldiers
began protest to end unfair distribution of benefits and burdens. Peasants were demanding the

radical improvement of their life and needed transformation of land policies.3

The Ethiopian Revolutionbroke out in 1974. Mass opposition to the imperial government was
carried out in different corners of the country. Teachers, taxi drivers, urban dwellers, factory
workers and soldiers were on strike against the regime and its administration.® This mass protest
was raised against specific grievances but also the long existing absolutist autocracy. Therefore,
the wide public discontent finally led to the army turning against the regime and then the
collapse of monarchial rule in the September,1974 popular revolution.’ At this time most of the

people in Dodola did not properly understand the motives of the revolution but what everyone

1Addis Hiwet,p.88; Alem Asres, History of Ethiopian Student Movement (In Ethiopia and North
America).lts Impact on Internal Social Change, 1960-1974 (Maryland: A Bell and Howell Company ,1990),p.38.

Shiferaw,p.123.

3 Bahru,p.215.

*Ibid..pp.229.

* Addis Hiwet,p.88.
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knew was AbiyotFéndda (the revolution had erupted). The people gradually became aware of the

end of the feudal regime and an opportunity to possess land under the new g,ovemmf:nt.6

The power and authority of the hereditary monarchy were ended by the revolution. The military
group formed by the members of armed forces and police force increased pressure and deposed
emperor Haile Selassie I on September 12, 1974. The military junta then had no single leadership

and assumed power naming itself a coordinating committee, the Dc‘z’rg.7

The newly established military dictatorship removed different wdérdda and awrajja governors
from their position. Representatives of the military government were then assigned to all
administrative posts in this administrative area. This measure greatly dismayed the former
administrators. In Dodola the former administering balabat, Qiifiazmac Tibebu WiilddMikael,
refused to give up his position to the Dérg appointee, Godana Tune.The former landlords were
reluctant to accept the new political ideology and the 1975 Jand reform when it was announced in

the district.®

The military committee, popularly known as the Diirg,took power andproclaimed the new
principles ofltiyopiaTigddam (Ethiopia First). This slogan was intended to build the spirit of
national sentiment and serve as a unifying force, rejecting the previous regime. The new
government advanced from ItivopiaTigdam to Ethiopian Socialism by the name hibrdtsebawindit
(Ethiopian Socialism).This ideological change, hibriitsibawindt, was aimed at achieving equality,
self-reliance, dignity of labor, commitment to the mass and priority to the common good

(YéihizibTigimMasgédem). Hibrditsdbawindrwas also supposed to counter the previous social

¢ The Dérg Central Committee,p.36; Informants: Obbo Abdurhaman Seid, Obbo Mohammed Tenna and
Obbo Kabeto Garjaja.

7 Bahru,p.234.

$ Informants: Obbo Kedir Gammada, Obbo Juara Gelgelu and Obbo Yaya Kasim.
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injustices that had caused hunger, economic dependence and political problems. This period was
a turning point in Ethiopian history and seemed a relief from the evils of feudal autocracy.’Tn
Dodola also people who could write and read accepted this political philosophy as a rescue from

the former oppressive rule."

TheDxirg intensified calls for the formation of a new republic ofEthiopia in which the rights and
equality of citizens would be respected.” Hibriitsebawinét more importantly served as a base of
all policy direction as the Ddrg became officially named the Provisional Military Administrative
Council (PMAC). The pattern of new policy precluded administration by the former
bureaucracy. Thus, the urban proletariat, urban poor and the majority of peasants benefited while
the previously privileged groups were putdown. Although this policy gained support the
government did not in the end put it into effect. From Hibrétsebawindt the Diirg then moved to

Marxism-Leninism in 1975."

Following the 1974 revolution, the Ddrg formed Yéd Bale Keflihagir(Bale province). Dodola
continued with its former status as a district and the seat of Gannale awrajja until 1991 At the
beginning of the Ddrg period Gdzahdgn Wiirqe was the administrator of Bale province. In his
period there wasa relative stability inBale region. In 1977 Hailmariam Lencho was selected as
administrator of Bale province. This time Gazahdgn Warge was the head of Esapaco(the political
organization ofDdrg before the formation of the Ethiopian Workers® Party)provincial office. Ali
Musa, assumed power over Bale province in 1980 and held his position until the end of the Ddrg

period. He visited the Dodolawiirdda in May1982.The aim of his official visit was to evaluate

? Adejumboi,p121; Informants: Obbo Abdurhaman Tufa and Obbo Kedir Elemo; Dawit Wolde Giorgis,
Red Tears: War, Famine and Revolution in Ethiopia (New Jersey: Red Sea Press Inc,1989),pp.14-15.

W1 formants: Obbo Tbrahim Tola and ObboKabe Wayu.

"' Bahru,p.240.

121bid.,pp.243-244.

1 Sintayehu,p. | 6:Informants: Obbo Hussein Galchu and Obbo Kasim Nigash.
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the socio-economic and political progress in the district.The Bale Arsi Oromo including Dodola
underhisadministrationwas harshly treated. The Ddrg military government explicitlyexercised its

unlimited power in Bale during his rule."*

5.2. Land Reform and Agricultural Activities

The 1975 government proclamation on land reform changed the history of the country with
regard to land. This proclamation brought an end to the pre-existing land tenure system. This
radical land reform proclamation benefited the formerly disadvantaged people and ended
landlordism."®> The proclamation nationalized land, ending private ownership, and abolished the
practice of tenancy and corvee labor. The new proclamation strongly denounced the old feudal

5,0 ; 16
government administration and economy.

The Diirgproclaimed “Land to the Tiller” that benefited landless peasants and those peasants
who were previously tenants. Thus, the majority of peasants in all parts of Ethiopia were pleased
by the new policy. Nationalization of rural land and extra houses in the towns was carried out in
an intent to ensure the end of exploitation and poverty among citizens in the country. The deep

rooted problem of tenancy and feudal exploitation was abolished."”

The 1975 proclamation also declared redistribution of rural lands. It also prohibited land sale and
lease in rural areas. Unpaid and compulsory labor service were also forbidden. The proclamation

promised ten hectares of land for each landless peasant. Thus, this land policy seemed to benefit

4 Dodola wiirida Agricultural Office, A Letter from Gannale Awrajja Yégibrina Ministér Tatiri Tsifdt Bt
to Yidodola Wirida Yégébrina Minister Tétdri Tsihifdt Bet, Folder No. 851/@8/74, File No.1688/74, Date
21/09/1974 E.C: Informants: Obbo Kumbi Ketaro and Obbo Kabeto Garjaja.

% Nugusie Ayele, “Ethiopian Revolution: Political Aspect of the Transition from PMAC to PDRE”
inMarina Ottaway (ed).Introduction. The Political Economy of Ethiopia (New York: Pracger Publisher ,1990),p.18.

Eshetu,pp.172-173.

17 Nugusie,p.18.
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the peasants, allocating them land or makingthem secure on the land, and it ensuredsupportfor

the new reginrle.18

The land reform proclamation ensured the right to land to the former tenants (¢iscinia) while the
landlords inevitably lost their land. However, the former landlords were discomforted at the new
rights of the ex-tenants. They even wanted to kill them but did not dare. The former governor,
Qdifiazmac Tibabu WilddMikael, was one of those who opposed the new land reform. Thus, the
balabat strictly warned the beneficiaries of the Land Reform to abandon any claim to land in the
area. Then resistance arose from the dissatisfied landlords, burgas and the former governor

Qéifiazmac Tibebu."”

These rebel groups included Woliyi Jilo,Guye Gelgelu,Guye Chigaqo,Ganado Baku,Gelgelu
Dale, Shube Waqayo, Ganamo Hiyicho, Balawo Dewano, Haji Nure, Waritu Korroso, Shanqulle
Gemeda,Woshe Jilo and Waqute Shubulo.They openly rebelled against the new government.
After some time the rebels were summoned by the government to make peaceful submission.
Nevertheless, they did not accept the demand. However, when Qqifiazmac Tibebu was killed by
police in an armed confrontation in June 1975other rebelsimmediately submitted to the

government.”

The landlord resistance brought loss of confidence among the peasants and thus it was not easy

to take the lands of rebel landlords.? Nevertheless, the land proclamation ended landlordism and

'8 Nugusie,p.18; Informants: AtoYared Wirkinih, Obbo Chako Wako and Obbo Usman Bati.

19 [nformants: Obbo Kabeto Garjaja and Obbo Kasim Négash.

20 Ethjopian National Archive and Library Agency. A report from Dodola wiirdda Administration to Bale
Province. Folder No.12.1.19, File No0.4382/2498, Date 7/12/1967 E.C; Informants: Obbo Woliyi Kayo and
AtoYared Wirkinih.

' Splomon,pp.32-33.
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created an opportunity for poor landless peasants to benefit from land distribution 22 Therefore,
as like some areas in Ethiopia, land distribution aroused a partial opposition in Gannale awrajja
including the Dodola district. This opposition did not continue and was later on terminated by the
Diirg.”

In January 1975 the newly formed government mobilized university and high school students in
all parts of the country. This campaign was commonly known as the Development through
Cooperation, Enlightenment and Work campaign (Idigét BihibrarY diwikdt EnaYiisiraZdmdca).
The campaign was officially inaugurated on December 20, 1974.** This government
mobilization was made to eradicate illiteracy and initiate progress in the countryside and started
in Dodola sooner than other districts of the Bale region.25 In February 1975 fifty-two
ZimacStudents(Student Campaigners) reached Dodola. The campaigners got a warm reception
from the local government officials, elders and the people.For this government program in
Dodola centers were prepared inDodola town, Deneba and Serofta.”*The campaign was intended
to create awareness among the people. The Zamac students informed the people about benefits of
constructing roads, latrines, sanitation,cleaning streams for drinking water, eradicating illiteracy

and the advantages of health services.”’

The campaigners also worked at encouraging peasants telling about the formation of future
peasant associations, farmers cooperatives, youth and women associations to eradicate poverty.

The students were also working to establish peasant associations in the countryside and

2 Solomon,pp.32-33.

2 Dessalegn,p.147; Informants: Obbo GetahewWildidMikael and Obbo Geribe Wabe.

24 Balsvik Randi Renning, The Quest for Expression ( Addis Ababa: Addis Ababa University Press,
2007),p.52 ; Tefera Haile Sellase. The Ethiopian Revolution 1974-199] (London: Kegan Paul International,
1997),p.150.

5 5olomon,p.18.

2% Tnformants: Obbo Usman Bati and Obbo Robe Mama.

27 {nformants: At Yared Wiirkiniih and Aro Niiga HaileMariam.
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gdibdilésin urban areas. The students significantly helped the society in the countryside but this
progress could not continue after the students left the area.The Zéimac students also contributed
to shape the later administrative framework of the new government.”* At night time the students
discussed the new socialist ideologyand could attract some of the local people to the new
thought. Government power was at first weak in the countryside. Its policies were not fully and
clearly understood by the people. Thus, some zdmac students went beyond the government
intention, agitating peasants for violent seizure of the land without any of the proper procedures
laid down in the proclamation and wrongful seizure other landlord property.”’ After
accomplishing their mission, thecampaigners were called to return to their universities and

schools in the autumn of 1976.%°

5.3. Peasant Associations, Peasant Cooperatives and State Farms

One of the objectives of the Dirg was to remove the feudal administration through peasant
associations (PAs). The beginning of peasant associations was a primary step towards the

implementation of agricultural socialism.>’ On average cach peasant association comprised 200
households and every block of 800hectares(20gasa) of landwas to be organized into one peasant

G 3
associlation. <

Peasant associations were important components below the wdrdda. Theycould form their own
local administration having different structures and functions. Tax collection, maintaining law

and order, public security and administration of justice were among those government activities

** Balsvik, pp.58.

* Informants: Obbo Usman Bati and Obbe Kadir Mchammed; Solomon.pp.23-24.

0 Balsvik,p.58.

3 James McCann, “The Myth and Reality of Agricultural Crisis in Ethiopia: Empirical Lessons from
History, 1900-1987. ” In Marina Ottaway (ed), The Political Economy of Ethiopia (New York and London: Praeger.
1990),p.189 ; Informant: Robe Mama.

32 Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution 1974-1987. A Transformation from an Aristocratic to
Totalitarian Autocracy (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994),p.100.
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undertaken by them. Thus peasant associations were self-governing units within the wérddas and

i i 33
were important in rural governance.

In Dodola seventeen peasant associations were founded in the years 1978-79. Berisa, Burachale,
Kata, Baqa and Burqgitu Wabe, Carre, Hara Dakiye, Bigiqa, Aluma Shifa, Osse Birile, Geneta,
and Garba Tarura were among those founded in the district.Each of these peasant associations
was administered by officials at first elected by the people but infact later appointed by the

government in different structures.”

However, there was disparity of land holding in Dodola among members in different peasant
associations. The amount of land allocated was determined arbitrarily based on previous
economic statusof the members in peasant associations and favoritism. Possession of oxen was
also among the major criteria to get land and those who had no oxen could not have a chance to

get land, though this was not a principle of the land reform proclamation.*

Cooperatives were part of the socialist (ie.Marxist- Leninist developments in Ethiopia after 1978.
They were categorized into two, the service and producers' cooperatives. The service
cooperatives provided sale of fertilizers and seeds and consumer items such as soap, sugar, salt
and other things. The producers’ cooperatives were engaged in agricultural production and

purchased agricultural produce from farmers.*®

In Dodola the Agricultural Producers” Cooperatives (APCs) were formed in five peasant

associations in 1981. They were formed with the support of the Dodola district Agricultural

4 Desalegn,pp.328-329,

3 Federal Democratic Republic of Germany with FDRE,p.56; Informants: Obbo Tufa Galchu and Obbo
Kedir Elemo.

* Informants: Obbo Kasim Nigash and Obbo Abdurhaman Seid.
* Christopher Clapham, Transformation and Continuity in Revolutionary Ethiopia (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1989),p.170.
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Development Office.These included Berisa, Burachale, Kata, Baga and Burqitu Wabe peasant
cooperatives. The official report indicates that some APCs had better performance thoughthey
were formed in 1985/86.TheQechema producers’ cooperativehad good achievement in this
regard. This cooperative was claimed to be successful in cattle rearing, distributing selected

types of cows to the surrounding people and selecting the best varieties of cows.”’

At the district level there was no separate office to support the activities of peasant cooperatives.
An archival source indicates that in Dodola a separate board in the werdda agricultural office
was formed in 1982 to control andsupport the activities of coopf:ratives.3 ¥ One of the objectives
of this office was providing training for theboards of cooperatives and their members.Most
training was focused on financial issues, human resource management and proper utilization of
instruments of labor. Theofficialletter claimed that cooperatives then increased efficiency to use
agricultural inputs and production.wIn fact the cooperatives did not increase agricultural

efficiency as will be shown below.

Agricultural producers’ cooperatives were greatly expanded in Dodola from 1981 to 1989. In
principle an individual’s interest was the major criterion to join these agricultural producers®
cooperatives. However, there was pressure and some peasants who refused to join this collective
farming were forced to lose a part of their land. The government encouraged ex-tenants and

landless peasants to be members of Agricultural Producer’s Cooperatives (APCs). Therefore

3 Dodola wiéirdda Agricultural Office, Report from Dodola wérdda Agricultural Development Office to
Gannale Awrajja Yamérétina Plan Gubaé , Yégibrina Minister Tatéri Tsihifdt Bét, Folder No. 24, File No. 895/06,
Date Néihase 71,1973 E. C.

3 Dodola wiirdda Administration, A Letter from Gannale Awrajja Yégébrina Minister Tatdri Tsihifdt Bet
to Yadodola Wirdda Yégebrina Ministér Tatiri Tsihifit Bét , Folder No.817/@/8/74, File No. 1618/h1/3/74, Date
Yiikatit 24,1974 E.C.

* Dodola wrdda Administration. A Letter from Gannale Awrajja Yégébrina Minister Tatdri Tsihifdt Bet
to Yidodola Wirida Yégébrina Ministér Tétiri Tsihifit Bét, Folder No. 562/ @/8/74, File No.1961/'6/1/3/1/74;
Date Megabit 17,1974 E.C.
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being landless was anotherdecisive factor to be a member of these cooperatives. In 1981, of 1984
members of APCs in Dodola, 851 were ex-tenants, 80 former hired laborers and 53 were other
peasants.*"The expansion of peasant cooperatives and collectivization of agriculture reduced the
land of non-member peasants. These peasants were pushed to the less fertile soil in place of their

lost land and became vulnerable to food shortage and unable to support themselves.*’

Although APCs were implemented in Dodola from 1981onwardsonlya few improvements were
achieved in growth of productivity. Thus, most of the cooperatives could not bring desirable
change.** Financial constraintswere the main cause for their failure. To alleviate this problem the
government provided loans free from interest and lent different equipment to enhance
productivity. The Gannaleawrajja rural development project also contributed fertilizers and

seeds to sustain these cooperatives.®

In 1982/83 some APCs failed to pay back their loans because of their minimum crop yields.
Then the government warned these cooperatives to submit their reports on time. Moreover,
cooperatives were pressurized to share the debt among all thecooperatives and to pay back the

loans with a financial penalty.**

In Dodolathe Deneba artisan cooperativewasnotedfor its relatively better achievements and
wasexemplary in the district.This artisan cooperative wasengaged in cloth production

fromwoolen and Woldeyes cotton threads. TheDeneba producers’ cooperative faced a problem

0 Solomon,p.49; Informants: Obbo Hussein Galchu , Obbo Yaya Kasim and Obbo Kedir Elemo.

*! Informants: Obbo Robe Mama and Obbo Kasim Niigash ; Solomon ,p.38.

“Federal Democratic Republic of Germany with FDRE,p.56.

“Ibid.; Dodola wiiriida Agricultural Office, Report from Dodola wiéirdda Agricultural Development Office
to Gannale Awrajja Yamérétina Plan Gubaé¢ , Yégibrina Ministér Tétdri Tsihifit Bet, Folder No. 24 , File No.895/06,
Date Néhase 7,1973 E. C.(see appendix Ixxx)

“ Dodola wardda Administration, A Letter from Gannale Awrqjja Yégébrina Ministér Tatdr Tsihifit Bet
to Dodola wérddaYégibrinaTétiriTsifétBét | Folder No. 890//8/75, File No.4000/A/1/2/75, Date Méigabit 22,1975
E.C.
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fromwoolen and Woldeyes cotton threads. TheDeneba producers’ cooperative faced a problem

“0 Solomon,p.49; Informants: Obbo Hussein Galchu , Obbo Yaya Kasim and Obbo Kedir Elemo.

! Informants: Obbo Robe Mama and Obbo Kasim Nigash ; Solomon ,p.38.

“Federal Democratic Republic of Germany with FDRE,p.56.

BIbid.; Dodola wéirdda Agricultural Office, Report from Dodola wérdda Agricultural Development Office
to Gannale Awrajja Yimirétina Plan Gubaé , Yégibrina Ministér Titdri Tsihifat Bét, Folder No. 24 , File No.895/06,
Date Néihase 7,1973 E. C.(see appendix Ixxx)

# Dodola weirdda Administration, A Letter from Gannale Awrajja Yégébrina Minister Tatdri Tsihifit Bét
to Dodola wérddaYégibrinaTéfiriTsifétBét | Folder No. 890/@/8/75, File No.4000/h/1/2/75, Date Mdgabit 22,1975
E.C.
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of supply of these threads for the production of cloth. However, by the effort of the municipality

they formed a trade partnership with Shashemne town wholesalers after 1985.*

There was interference of government bodies in the activities of APCs. They later became agents
for enforcing the Dirg policies rather than maintaining their real economic cooperation and the

; ; 4
interests of their members. 8

In its agricultural policy the Dirgattempted to ensure food security in the country. This
government program was aimed atcontrollingthe escalating cost of grains in the market
andatincreasing agricultural production in the country. The government also wanted to provide
food supply for the urban population and the army. Therefore,the Diirg established state farms in

different areas of the country.47

The military socialist government established Bale Agricultural Development Enterprise
(BADE) in 1979 and 1980. Then five state farms were established in Bale province, ofwhich two
were set up in Dodola, the Heraro-Hunte in 1979/80 and Serofta State Farm in 1982/83.*" These
large state farms caused loss of peasant farming and grazing land. Then peasants were pushed to

new and less fertile land.*

According to a Bulletin Yékarit, state farms opened an opportunity for peasants to earn income

on their off-farm periods (outside their working season on their farms). The nearby peasants also

11 formants: Afo Solomon HaileMariam and Obbo Abdella Ararso; Dodola Municipality, A letter from
Gannale Awrajja Yigibrina Ministér Taari Tsifit Bét to Shashemene wholesellers , Folder No. 4.16 ,File No.
2300/8-16/77, Date Mdgabit 9,1977 E.C.(see appendix XXXI)

% K ebebew Daka , “The Cooperative Movement” ( Addis Ababa University, Department of Sociology,
1978),p.81.

#7John M. Cohen and Nils-Ivar Tsaksson, * Villagization in Ethiopia's Arsi Region”, Journal of Modern
African Studies, Vol. 25, No. 3 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,1987),p.444.

* Yimirtina Mérhabihér Ministér, Yékatit, Ninthedition, No 617-1986 (Addis Ababa: Birhanina Selam
Printing Press, 1986), pp,13-14; Federal Democratic Republic of Germany with FDRE, pp.58-59.

% Yimirtina Mirhabihér Ministér,pp.13-14.

98



learned how to produce oil seeds, which was a new experience in the area.’°This was what the
report from Dodola wérida Agricultural Development Office claimed but officials in the Diirg
period would not be likely to report what the people really felt and experiencedbut only what the
government wanted them to say, and believed or wanted to believe. This is of course what we
should expect such a report to say. The truth may have been different. Thus, my informants gave
little support to this officially presented report.They saidthe contribution of the state farms was

insignificant and the society largely relied on traditional farming.”’

In some situations when cooperatives faced difficulty to collect their harvest, the state farms
occasionallylent machinery to assist them. Particularly those peasant cooperatives in peasant
associations near to the Heraro state farm received this service, 2

Thesestate farms were also helping government offices at timesby giving maintenance services
for machinery and carsfor any public offices inthe Gannale awrajja and the Dodola district. To

get this service they must present the required official letter to the state farms.””

Peasants who lost land to the state farmsand some other neighboring disappointedfarmers caused
damage to the state farms. The people stole tools, burnt crops and drove their cattle on to the
Serofta state farm. The administration of the farm then appealed to Gannale awrajja to stopthe
damage. Thus, a neutral committee was set up from the office of agriculture, the wiirdda court,

the police and the awrajja administration to investigate the problem.*

" Yimirtina Miirhabihér Ministér,pp.13-14.

*Informants: Obbo Hasen Lencho and Obbo Hajaro Lugamo.

* Informants: Obbo Abdurhaman Tufa and Aro Bikiild Wiildiyiis.

* Dodola wiiréda Administration, A letter from Dodola Bale Agricultural Development Enterprise to
Dodola wiérdda Administration, Folder No.1 78/U/12/82, File No. 0089/82, Date 02-02- 1982 E.C.(see appendix
XXXIIm)

54Ydmastawc'iqr'ymm Médrihabihér Ministér, pp.13-14; Dodola wiéréida Administration, A letter from
Gannale awrajja Administration Office to Dodola weirida Agricultural Development Office, Folder No. am-3(,
File No. ¢2/1330/85, Date 8/5/1982 E.C,
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After a series of investigations, discussion was conducted between the delegates and the
surrounding community. Then the people disclosed the source of the problem. Finally the team
persuaded the people to stop the attacks on the state farms and warned them of the risk to

themselves if there were continued security threats or looting involving the state farms.”®

5.4. Heavy Exactions on Peasant

After 1978 quotas of grain had been imposed to secure food supply to the Urban population and
the armed forces in times of difficulties. Peasants had to sell their produce at a minimum price to
cooperatives. This duty in principle was assigned according to the yield peasants gained in the
given production years.Each wérddamade assessment of grainquotas for the different peasant
associations. The assessors were a committee of the Dadrgofficials including the
wiirdidaadministrator. In each peasant association the quota was distributed among peasant
members by an assessment committee made up of the Ddrgofficials and the
peasantassociation’schairman. To gain benefits for themselves the assessors in each peasant
associationunfairly imposed the quotas of grain on peasants without consideration of the size and
fertility of land and production and were seeking bribes to lighten the amount. *Therefore,
peasants who gave bribes would be assigned a low amount of grain to handover and others were
ordered beyond their capacity. Hence, many peasants developed a negative feeling towards the
regime due to thisinjustice and corruption.57The Dodola district was known for the production of
wheat and peasants wereseverely forced to fulfill quotas levied on the district’s wheat

production.”®

55 Informants: Aro Bikili Wildiyisand Aro Solomon HaileMariam.

38 Informants: Obbo Ibrahim Seid, Obbo Ibrahim Tola and Obbo Burka Cukuru.
*Mnformants: Aro Bikilid Abaynih , Obbo Woliyi Kayo and Obbo Kedir Gammada.
*¥ Informants: Obbo Abdella Ararso and Obbo Haji Gobu.
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The Dirg enforced a campaign of cooperative harvesting (Ydisibil mdésibscib Zdamaca)from the
mid-1980s.This was to save the harvest from bad weather conditions and avoidable damage.sgIn
Dodola when peasants were mobilized to collect the harvest working in groups from one farm to
the other, peasants disliked this mobilization because, unlike the traditional cooperation, it was
compulsory not organized by the peasant themselves voluntarily. Also peasants felt it was unfair

because ofthe different sizes of peasant land and peasant crop to be collected.”

The 1978 the land tax proclamation was heavier; it increased therural land use fee and
agricultural income tax.This tax proclamation did not consider the agricultural yields of the
peasants. Thus, the land use tax increased to ten birr for individual peasants and five birr per
hectare for members of Agricultural Producers’Cooperatives. This taxation of course did not

consider the quality of peasants’ farmland.®'

For the time of drought and other problems the Ddrg collected mdwaco(a compulsory money
contribution) from peasants. The government intention was to ensure the rehabilitation program
for the victims of drought and famine. This money contribution was another burden on
thepeasants. Reports indicate that in Dodola in 1979 people fully contributed this required

amount of money as confirmed by the general auditor of the central government.*

Another form of peasant burden was compulsoryworking on construction of rural roads, bridges
and afforestation. In peasant associations there was a division to support developmental

activities, knownas lematbudin(Groups for Development). Each lematBudin comprised 30-50

** Informants: Obbo Haji Gobu, Obbo Hussein Roba and Obbo Kedir Elemo.

SInformants: Obbo Kedir Elemo and Obbo Abba Chabsa Tahiro.

61So]ornon,p_SS

%2 Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency. Report of the General Auditor to Bale province
YéirdatanaMagquaqumivaliyuMdwaco, Folder No. avhd3/5/2, File No.16.1.103.2, Date Ndhase 9/1980 E.C.
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households. They were formed to encourage cooperation among farmers and to maintain peace
and stability in a specific pla\ces.63
In 1984a bad weather condition created crop failure in Gannale awrajja. Thus, the yield could
not satisfactorily support family needs in some areas of the awrajja. A fewpeasant associations
in Dodola became victims of famine. A separate team of experts had already been formed by the
Agricultural Development Office at the awrajja level in1982. This section had responsibility to
investigate the environmental problems in the area. Realizing this problem, the team moved to
some of the most affected peasant associations of Dodola and Adaba district. Guwad (Comrade)
Aschalew Wiiyesa, the governor of Ginnale awrajja, was coordinating the group.64

The drought greatly endangered the life the people. Many cows, oxen,sheep and goats died.
There was insufficient production as a result of the drought. This hardship brought shortage of
food in some peasant associations in the Génnale awrajja. Edo,Cherre and Baga in Dodola and
Washa Tullubiya, Furana Melka and Chamulo in Adaba district were the most affected by the
drought. The investigation team came up with a recommendation that the government must
provide food aid and seeds for the next season for the people who were threatened by the famine.
In Dodola, using the money donated by the World Lutheran Federation, 1000 quintalsof wheat
seed were bought from Hasasa to be distributed as relief assistance for the drought for the

coming season.The Lutheran Church had been also supporting those people who were dislocated

from lowland Bale due to the Ethio-Somali war of 1977-78.%°

63D<:.<:.sallqg{n,p.331 :
% Dodola wiiréiida Administration, A ReportPresented by the Investigating Team toGannale
Awrajja Yégébrina Minister Tétdri Tsihifdt Bet. Total number of pages 8, Folder No.#0-28, File No.
562/14/76, Date Hamlé 4, 1976 E.C. (see appendix XXX)
®Dodola wiirdda Administration, A ReportPresented by the Investigating Team toGannale Awrajja
Yégébrina Minister Titiri Tsihifat Bét. Total number of pages 8, Folder No.#®-28, File No. 562/14/76, Date Hamlé
4,1976 E.C. (see appendix XXX)
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Contrary to the above conditions, in 1990 there was heavy rain that flooded the Babisa and
Golba peasant associations. The people reported to the wiéirdda administration and to theawrajja
office of agriculture about the situation. Then a committee and experts were sent by the awrajja
governor,Hashim Seid,to investigate the extent of the problem. It was a relatively less serious

problemand shortly the danger ended.®

Adequate varieties and improved types of seeds were not available to peasants. Moreover, the
absence of good policies of agricultural marketing created low production below the optimum
growlh.mAgricultural outputs were less because of lack of appropriate agricultural inputs.
Fertilizers, pesticides and insecticides were notproperly available at reasonable cost. Thus, on the
basis of the above reality McCann generalized that the policies of the regime negatively affected

peasant agriculture and producr_ivity.(’8

5.5. Villagization

To promote economic growth through agricultural modernization, the D¢rg embarked on a
villagization program and moved peasants from their homes to centralized settlements.The Ddrg
began a nationwide campaign of villagization in late 1985.% This program had been started in
Bale and Hararge regions from 1978-1984.According to Cohen and Nils-Ivar villagization in this
part of the country did not really aim at promoting agrarian socialism but aimed to control and

suppress the activities of secessionists in the area by bringing peasants under strict control.”

66 Dodola werdda Administration, A letter from Gannale Awrajja Administration to the Awrajja Agricultural
Development Office, Folder No. 20, File No. ¢2/495/82, Date 03/01/1982 E.C; Informants: Obbo Kedir Elemo and
Obbo Yaya Kasim.
67 Kurte Janson, Michael Harris and Angela Penrose, The Ethiopian Famine :The Emergence of Relief Operation (
London : Zed Books Ltd,1990),p.120.

% McCann,p.189; Informant: Obbo Robe Mama.

% Cohen and Nils-Tvar,p.435.

"Cohen and Nils-Tvar,p.445.
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Cohenand Nils-Ivar further assert that the Déirg established state farms without clear explanation
to the peasants but in fact to guarantee foodstuffs for urban areas and the armed forces. The
establishment of state farms in the WabeShebelle valley brought eviction of peasants from their
land. When the government began to establishWabe Villages (peasant cooperative based
villages). This eviction therefore contradicted the 1975 land proclamation which was against the

former oppressive land tenure system and for a time gave security of land to peasants.71

In most of the Bale areas including Dodola villagization was announced in 1978 and was
expanded from 1979-1 986."* Villagization resulted in discontent of the people due to fear of land
confiscation. The new settlementswere also inconvenient because they increased distance from

peasants’ farmland.”

The process of settlement also negatively influenced the life of the peasantry in Dodola district.
This situation created a psychological dissatisfaction and led to loss of a huge amount of
property. Some people in Edo,Baqa and Hara Dakiye strongly refused to be transferred from
their farmland. Their disobedience led to detention and their previous homes were also burnt.
Fano Bulli, a farmer in Negelle Mexama, was among the victims whose homes were burnt when

he refused to resettle in a new village.T4

In Dodola the early built villages were planned to settle the evicted peasants while creating the
state farms. However, these villages had rather better facilities. Their roofs were constructed
from metal sheets and their walls from wood and mud. One of the factors for making a metal

sheet roof was the strong wind pressure that repeatedly destroyed newly built homes on plain

Ty
Ibid.
72 Federal Democratic Republic of Germany with FDRE,p.57.
3 Solomon,pp.43-44.
™ Informants: Ao Bikild Wildidyds, Obbo Getachew WiildiMikael and Obbo Kedir Elemo.
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areas devoid of vegetation cover. The government also promised facilities such as schools,
electric light from diesel generators, clinics, recreation centers, halls for the meeting of peasant
associations, grain mills and hand pump water for them. These promised facilities were not fully
available to thembutthey could benefitfrom the government strategy as compared to the later

villages because they at least got houses with proper roofs prepared for them.”

5.6. Conscription of Youngsters for Compulsory Military Service
There was forceful recruitment of youngsters for military service in the ongoing civil war in the
north and against Somaliain 1977-78. This situation worsened the security of lifefor the youth

and contributed to a low level of prodluction."i6

In its early period the Dérg had public acceptance mainly after the land reform and abolition of
feudalism. However, public dissatisfaction developed because of the forceful recruitment of
youth for military service. This wasarbitrarilyapplied so that more than one young boy from the
same family was sometimesrecruited. InDodola young boys from poor families were victims of
recruitment while relatives of the officials and others who were giving bribes sufferedmuch

77
less.

The prolonged civil war in the northern part of the country necessitated forced conscription
during the 1970s and 1980s. This recruitment became more difficult when most of the

youngsters escaped from their area. There was a quota system whereby each village was

SInformants: Obbo Kabeto Garjaja, Obbo Burka Chukuru and Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro.
"*Informants: Afo Aro Bikilda Wildiyis and Obbo Kadir Mohammed ;Mc¢Cann,p.189.
" Informants: Obbo Kasim Nigash and Obbo Burka Chukuru.
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expected to supply youngsters in every round of recruitment.”*The morale of the people eroded

and people’s attitude to the military government became one of hatred.”

5.7. Local Administration During the Dirg Rule

The coming of the Ddrg did not revive the gada system. Moreover, the Diirg denounced
traditional institutions as backward, harmful practices (huwalagdrbahilo¢). The gada system was
also put into the category of backward cultures and there was an attack on gada practices. Oral
information from Dodola elders indicate that the military government used to give training to
abbagada and elders on socialist ideology which condemned gada principles and practices.
Thus, the Dirgattempted to alter the mentality of the people to denounce the authority of the
gada system and imposed pressure to abandon their cultural practices. Some people agreed to
discontinuegada practices though the majority did not. Then gada as instrument of
administration continued witha minimum scope so that abba bokkus were given little status by
the government bodies.*

The formerly established Ginnale awrajja continued within the same territorial extent and
comprised Dodola, Nansabo, Kokkossa and Adaba districts. Dodola then continued with the
status of the seat for both the district administration and Ginnale awrgjja throughout the Ddrg

rule.”

The new government was not confident of the security of the area. Investigating and identifying
the problem of security, manpower, budget and administration throughout the country were
priority tasksfor the new government. Then the Dérg clearly marked the extent of power of the

province, awrajjaand the wiirdidas. The governmentlaid down the framework of power from the

7 {nformants: AtoYared Wirkinih and Obbo Robe Mama.

7 Informants: Ato Ato Bikili Wildadyis, Obbo Burka Chukuru and Obbo Mohammed Tenna.
891 formants: Obbo Kabeto Garjaja, Obbo Chako Wako and Obbo Kadir Mohammed.

81 [nformants: ObboChako Wako and Obbo Hussein Jawo.
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central government to the wdrdda level. The main government authorities at the wdrdda level
were the offices of wiirdida Administrator, Deputy Administrator and Financial Administrator.
Different additional offices were also formed for the purpose of coordinating government
activities. The administration and development committee, office of public administration, police
and office of prison administration were among those offices established in Dodola district. The
wiéiriida posts had a similar structure with those of awrajjas regardless of the difference in status

2
and manpower.s“

The new political ideology of Marxism-Leninism aimed to transform Ethiopia from the era of
feudalism to a Marxian socialist regime. TheDdrgtried gradually to sowthe communist socio-
political philosophy among the people through yéwiyiyit Kibib (discussion groups).These clubs
did not infact discuss but simply had to listen to officials’ speeches or reading from
Diirgdocuments. Toensure security the Dirg chose informers for internal security (Ydwist
Diihinincif). These functionaries were assigned to report every circumstances relating to security

in the locality.83

TheDiirg establishedpeasant associations having local administrative structures.This was mainly
because the military government attempted to create stability in such small administrative units.
Thus, the wérddaand the local leaders could administer the people through these concentrated
peasant associations. TheDédrgcombinedtwo peasant associations into a singlepeasant association
in an intent to control a larger population under fewer administrators. Moreover, another

primary objective was to expand access o social services to the people though the services were

8provisional Military Administrative Government, Institute of Human Resource Administration, The
Central and Southern Provinces; Shoa, Arsi, Sidamo, Kaffa, Hubabor ,Gamo Gofa and Bale (Addis Ababa:
Provisional Military Administrative Government ,1977), p.130.

B, formants; Obbo Abba Chabsa and Obbo Kadir Mohammed.
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inadequately distributed.** At gdbidlé level in the towns and peasant associations in the
countryside there was a Chairperson, Deputy Chairperson, Secretary, the Security and Control
Committee and the gdbdlé court. All of the members were nominated by the wiirdda
officials.®>Cohen and Koehncommented thatamong those government structures the local

administration of the Diéirg lacked clear supervision among various government org.ams.86

Dodola was the centre for wirddaand Gannale awrajja.Separate leaders were assigned to
execute the role of administration with their definedpowers. Thus, among the Gannale awrajja
administrators the first one was Godana Tune who came from Borana and held power from
1975- 1979.Then Sileshi, Aschalew Woyesa,Hashim Seid and Kedir Mohammed were

consecutively appointed as Gannale awrajja administrators during the Dirg period. ¥

The early days of the Dirg and indeed later years were characterized by brutal measures to
imposeits political system. People who were opposing the new policy were detained without
being presented to any legal procedural justice and severely punished. Although different social,
political and economic rights were included in the administrative framework of the government

there was very low implementation of rights.™

The Déirg began killing in 1974 when the notable ex-officials and ministers were killed in Addis

Ababa but many killings to terrorize opposition were carried out later under the Red Terror.”

& Cohen and Nils-Tvar,p.463.

85 Informants: Obbo Usman Bati, Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro and Afo NigaHaileMariam.

% Cohen and Koehn,p.280.

87 Informants: Obbo Husen Jawo and Obbo Hussein Roba.

8 Marina Ottaway (ed), The Political Economy of Ethiopia (New York: Pracger Publisher,1990),p.189;
Informant:Hajaro Lugamo.

8Gebru, Ethiopian Revolution....,pp.40-42.
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The Red Terror was among the severe measures that the Dérg took against the people. In Dodola
also eighteen people were killed by the Red Terror. These people had showed opposition to the
Diirg rule by going to the forest and even some of them were suspected for being supporters of
the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Party (EPRP).In the district there were people who
opposedmaladministration and supported EPRP though they did not strongly challenge the
military govemment.gOEPRP supporters were given the chance of peaceful submission and then
to receive pardon from the government. This offer persuaded themto surrender. The Dirg
security force kept them isolated near Dodola town under the pretext of reeducation and pardon
from the government. Then the government decided the final punishment,ie.Execution, and this
sentence was openly carried out at a place presently called Hamus Giibiiya or Ayir Meda in
Dodola town. Dewano Hebano, Taginé, Abba Nesha Tahiro, Mohammed Lugamo,Hebbo Seido
and Ayili TiklaTsiyon were among those thenmurderedin the Red Terror. This action of mass
killing shocked the Dodola people and created feareven to speak in public meetings.91
Mohammed Abdellahad power in Dodola from 1974-1979. He was the one whose tenure was
challenged internally from the former balabats. The event of mass killing in the Red Terror also
took place during his period. Hussein Mohammed,Amin Abdiand Adugna Lema were also
successively appointed in Dodola district during the Diirg rule. These men were exercising their
political power over all the peasant associations in the district.”

The 1975 agrarian reform of the Dérgincluded regulations forand protections of state forests and

attempted to implement environmental conservation measures in the country. Then

90 Informants: Obbo Kabeto Garjaja, Ato Solomon HaileMariam, and Mdmire TakluWirkinih
9 Informants: Obbo Burka Chukuru, Aro Bikild Abayndh and Obbo Kedir Gammada.
%2 Informants: ObboWoliyi Kayo , Obbo Abba Chabsa Tahiro and Obbo Juara Gelgelu.
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thegovernment formed the State Forest Development Department. This team was formed at the

awrajja and the wiirdida levels within the Agricultural Development Office.”

The Dérg made asignificant attempt to implement the environmental protection policies in
Dodola as compared to the former regime. The district had varieties of natural vegetation and
wild animals in its hilly south eastern areas.”’In 1980 the Dodola wiirdida Agricultural
Development Office took the initiative to prepare T-shirts to advertise the wild animals and
vegetation in the district. This attempt was made in hope of attracting tourists to the district.
Thus, the office prepared many T-shirts illustrating the varieties of vegetation and wild life that
existed in the district. An opportunity for tourism was that Dodola was on the route that
connected Bale to the center of the country. Hence, for the success of this objective the office

soldT-shirts in Dodola, other districts of Gannale awrajja and in Wabe awr.:y'ja.95

In 1988 a forest priority area was established to protect the natural forest and a large number of
different varieties of trees were planted on the hilly areas to the south east of the district.
However, the work of planting trees was carried out coercively by the government and absence
from the campaign of afforestation was punishable by money fines and having to work at
planting additional trees.’® The numbers of tourists coming to Ethiopia were very limited in the
Diirgperiod. Hence,this protected forest could attract few tourists who moved to visit Bale
Mountain National Park. Different scholarly research work was conducted on the species of

plants and animals in this reserved forest. The German Agency of Technical Cooperation(GTZ)

%3 Alemneh Dejene, Environment, Famine and Politics in Ethiopia. A View from the Village (Boulder and
London: Lynne Rienner Publisher,1990),p.37.

" Alemneh,p.37.

95 nformants: Obbo AbdellaArarso and Obbo Chako Wako; Dodola wérdda Administration, A Letter from
Bale TiklayGizarYégébrina Ministér Tatiri Tsihifit Bét 1o Gannale Awrajja Yégebrina Ministér Tatiri Tsihifit Bet,
Folder No. 0054 , File No.1828/225/72, Date 7/4/1972 E.C.

9 Informants: Obbo Kabe Wayu, Obbo Kadir Mohammed and Obbo Usman Bati.
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forest protection program Ethiopian chapter began operating the work of sustainable forest
protection and utility in Dodolafrom 1990. Then this organization implemented a community

inclusive forest protection programme in the district which has continueduntil the present.g7

Ways of rendering justice were conducted according to the principles and practices of the
socialist regime. There were courts at central, at province and wirddalevel. A minor tribunal
system known as Fird Shéingo wasalso established in Dodol district in the twogdbdlés of the
townand peasant associations. These courts deals with minor crimes and controversies.The

extent of punishment reached detention for three months.”
5.8. Dodola Town in the Dirg Regime

The town of Dodola was divided into districtsknown by different names before the 1981
structural arrangement. These names were associated with the developments that had been made
in the town. The names included Yisilk Amba, Hamus Gibidya and Maniharia Sifar which were
the main locations identified by the existing clf:\ffelopments.99

In 1975 the Dérg launched a proclamation to nationalize land and extra houses in urban areas.

10T He extra

The Dérgalso ended capitalist investment and accumulation of housingin the towns.
houses in the town of Dodola were nationalized and put under state control.House

rentswerereducedfrom fifteen to ﬁftypercent.'mThe former house owners kept one house for

9 Federal Democratic Republic of Germany with FDRE,p.3.

®nformants: Ao Biikilid Abaynih, Ate Solomon HaileMariam andObboe Chako Wako.

PInformants: Obbo Abba Chabsa Tahiro, Obbo Abdella Ararso and Obbo Haji Gobu.

1% Clapham,p.50; Henze,p.290.

" Informants: Obbo Hajaro Lugamo and Obbo Tufa Galchu; Yimastawégiyana Propaganda Committee,
Ttiyopiya. Yéikditima Botana Tivf Bét Tinantina Zare(Addis Ababa, 1981),p.9.

111



their personal use and other extra houses were nationalized to be transferred to the state. Rent
control and collection for smaller townslike Dodola becameunder géibiilé administration.'®

The town of Dodola continued as the centre for Gannale awrajja and the district of Dodola.
Dodola town showed progress in administration and provisions of social services better than in
the times of the previousregime. Different government offices and social services were opened in
Dodola. Dodola had a public telephone and a gravel roadin the town.'™

There is onlyvery fragmentary evidence about the administrators in succeeding years after the
coming to power of the military government. Gibrewild Beriso was the first person who was
appointed to power in Dodola in 1975 and administered the town for three years. Although the
terms of office are not clearly known the written and oral sources reveal that from 1980 onwards
different persons assumed the office of administrating the town.These were: Solomon
HaileMariam, Gibiyihu Tasiw, Gibrigiorgis Yimannih, Solamo Ligabo and Inddshaw Abibi,
who respectively held office until the end of the Dc’ingrule.m4

There was a considerable progress in expansion of facilities in the 1970s and 1980s. Dodola
secondary school was opened in 1980. The establishment of Melka Wakena Hydro- electric

power plant in 1980 gave electric light to Dodola and a prospect of having power operated

: 105
enterprises.

®Informants: Obbo Abba Chabsa Tahiro and Obbo Abba Foge Tahiro.

1% Informants: Ato Niga HaileMariam ,Obbo Usman Bati and Ato Solomon HaileMariam.

'™ Dodola Miunicipality, p.1; Informants:Obbo Kedir Gammada andObboRobe Mama,

"SYi Dodola Kiifiterinia Huléitéiiia Diirija Timihirit Bétpp.13-15; Informants: Obbo Kedir Gammada and
Obbo Kiniso Wabe.
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The town municipality constructed an abattoir in 1980.This facility enabled the government to
maintain control of the quantity and qualityof meat. Then, the awrajja tax and revenue office
could collect dues from butchers. Skins and hides were also sold from the district.'"

A new form of arrangement was enacted in 1981.The town was arranged into two Qdbdlésand
one Kiifitiigna(higher Qc‘ibc‘ile’).'mSolomon HaileMariam was appointed as head (shum) of the
municipality from 1978-1981. In his period the town showed improvement insocial services and
security.Gabrigiorgis Yimanneh wasshum of the town from 1982. The number of population
living in the town in 1982 was 6997, 3352 males and 3645 females.'™

A motel having bedrooms, parking for cars, drinks and food services was built in 1984. Tourists
were guaranteed security for their property for all the time they stayed in the motel.'”

The town water supply project office began construction of another modern clean water supply
around Tullu Alwanso. This water supply project took one year tocomplete and was completed
in 1986. Until 1987 the town's water supply was under the municipality. However in this year
the Dodola town water supply authority was formed to functionseparately under its own
administrative board.''® The town got different public services: Dodola clinic in 1978, Dodola
Commercial Bank established in 1983, electricity in 1981 and Dodola Post Office in 1982. Many

of these public services were linked with and close to the main road connecting Shashemene to

Goba.'"

1%1yodola Municipality, A letter from Gannale AwrajjaY égébrina Ministér Tatéri Tsihifat Bét to Gannale
Awrajja Tax and Revenue Office, Folder No. 152. File No.2186/113/80 , Date 6/08/1974 E.C.

7 Gizachew,pp.7-8.

108 Dodola Municipality, A Report from Dodola Municipality to Gannale Awrajja Administration Security
Affairs, Folder No.£-16, File No. 426/v-10/75 , Date 11/04/75.

19 Wondifraw,p.36; Informants: ObboAbdurhaman Tufa and Obbo Abdella Ararso.

"19Gizachew, pp.14-15.

1" Dodola Wairdda Administration,pp.3-4; Federal Democratic Republic of Germany with FDRE, p.57.
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The Diirg rule was characterized by the principles of command economy where every economic
policywas determined by the state. However, private trade activitieswere possible andthe district
attracted local people and merchants of different ethnic background, the Gurage, Silte and the
Sidamas. The town accommodated newcomers who conducted their businesses and increased
population and commercial activities of Dodola town.'"*Thus, in 1985 population had grown to

9872 people of whom 5181 were males and 4691females.™
5.9. The Downfall of the Ddrg and Its Results in Dodola

Before the collapse of the regime,the Dérgmade political and economic reforms. On March
5,1990 Colonel Mengistu HaileMariam made a speech to theNational Shengo(assembly).This
session focused on the formation of an all-inclusive party in place of the former Ethiopian
Workers Party (WPE). The new partyincluded all elements from the population by the name
Democratic Unity Party of Ethiopia (DUPE). An economic reform,Mixed Economy, was
declared to replace thesocialist command economy principles. By this economic policy
compulsory sale of grain was abolished, private ownership of industries introduced and instead
of small cooperatives, Agricultural Marketing Corporations (AMC) were formed to buy grain
from peasants. However, all these reforms could not stop opposition against the Ddrg rule.'" A
series of attempts were made to save the government from political and military disintegration.

However, on May 21,1991 the Déirggovernment fell.'"

The decline of the military regime was followed by instability and disorderthat occurred

throughout the country. In Dodola, the end of the Dérg rule was actually observed one week

"2 Informants: Obbo Hajaro Lugamo and Obbo Abdurhaman Seid.

"*Dodola Municipality, A letter fromDodola Town Administration toGannale Awragjja
Administration,Folder No.063, File No. 89/02/78 Date Hidar 16, 1978 E. C.(see appendix XXXII)
" Henze,pp.316-317.

WIbid. p.328.
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after theannouncement of the fall of Ddrgpolitical power at the national level. The people
refused orders of the Dérg local leaders. Then the former officials were pressurized to give up
their administration. Disorder and lawlessnessprevailed in Dodola town and in the whole of the

district. Looting of public and private properties was common in the town and the district. Is

The Diirgsoldiers arrived from different military camps back to their homes with rifles and
bullets. The stores of ammunition in Dodola were broken intoand any person couldtake rifles and
bullets.Different equipment from the government stores and office furniture waslooted. A huge
number of files from different government offices were destroyed by fire. Many prisoners from

Gannale prison were released without warranty. e

There was immense destruction to the state farms. Heraro and Serofta state farms were looted.
Grain, fertilizers and other equipmentfor production were stolen from the stores. The property of
farm workers was also looted. All staff living in the camps of these state farms fled to Dodola
town and Shashemenne. Then land of the state farms was left unploughed and left without

production for the next season. L

APCs in Dodola crumbled, their members became unwilling to continue in them and they rather
competed to take the commonly owned property of the cooperatives for their personal use. The

leaders of the committeesalso embezzledthe accumulatedbudgetof their COOperatives.”l)

The Oromo Liberation Front (OLF) appeared in the area from the direction of Harenna Bulluk

but did not succeeded incontrolling the district. It rather raided and looted the area, tortured and

116 {nformants: Obbo Hussein Jawo, Obbo Kasim Nigash and Obbo Kedir Gammada.

117lnformants: Obbo Mekonnen Hasen and Afo Solomon HaileMariam.

11s]John Osborne,“Conservation Education Service: A Report on a Brief Working Trip to Bale Mountain
National Park and the Surrounding Towns, October 8"-10" (EWCO, Dinsho,1991),p.3.

nolnformants:AfoYared Wirkindh and Aro Niga Hailemariam.
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killed former officials and oftenforced the people to contribute money and grain to feed its

soldiers.'*

The people were confused and uncertain who would become the governing body. Some of the
former officials and the Dérg cadres fled to nearby towns and other big towns like Adama,Goba ,

Assella to save their life.'”!

The arrival of the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front(EPRDF) forces to the
areas immediately began to restorc peace and stability in Dodola. YésdlaminnaMdrigagat
Committee (the Committee of Peace and Stability) was formed in each peasant association from
elders and the non-WPE members. The committee maintained stability in collaboration with the

EPRDF forces within the district and served as a bridge to the later Transitional Government.'*

Summary and Conclusion
The Ethiopian revolution of 1974 resulted in the military government of the Darg, which moved
fairly soon to a Marxist-Leninist regime and socialist policies with a command economy. Dodola

continued to be the district centre and the administrative centre of Gannale awrajja.

In 1975 a radical land reform was proclaimed. There was some resistance to this in Dodola from
former landlords but their resistance was crushed. Peasant associations, peasant cooperatives and
state farms were established, and pressure was used to induce peasants to join the cooperatives.
Later there was also compulsory villagization. These new rural institutions did not infact increase
production or benefit the people. Peasants lost land to the new state farms. This provoked some

attacks on the state farms. Exactions on the peasants increased and because of the Ddrg's wars,

1201 rormants: Obbe Gemmechu Roba ,0bbo Abdurhaman Tufa and Obbo Husien Jawo; Henze,p.318.
1215 e rmants: Obbo Robe Mama, Obbo Kiniso Wabe and Obbo Tufa Galchu.
22 cormants:Ato Bikild Wilddyds Obbo Gemmechu Roba and Obbo Kedir Elemo.
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there was compulsory recruitment of youth, unfairly conducted, for military service. The Ddrg
which had at first enjoyed popularity because of deposition of the discredited imperial regime
and land reform, became itself very unpopular, but also feared. The Red Terror in Dodola

mercilessly suppressed opposition.

However, Dodola town get some development under the Dérg. The town was divided mto two
gibdles. Electricity arrived, water supply was improved and a secondary school was opened.
Despite the Ddrg’s command economy, some private business was possible and Dodola town

attracted merchants and other businesses. The town population grew.

The Diirg regime fell to the EPRDF in 1991. The fall of the Ddrg in Dodola was accompanied
by disorder, insecurity and looting. The OLF entered the area but could only make raids for

looting. Finally EPRDF forces established order and security.
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Conclusion

The Oromo people living in Bale belong to the Mando cluster. The WabeShebelle river served as
a boundary for the early settlement of the Sikko and Mando clusters of the Barentu Confederacy.
These Arsi Oromos were ruled by the gada system and all their socio-economic and political
issues were determined by its principles. The rise of modern centralized government on the other
hand reduced the role of gada. Incorporation to the Ethiopian state was through military
campaigns and intelligence activities. There was no strong resistance against the imperial
incorporation in Dodola, Thus it came under full control of the Ethiopian state in 1892.

The present Dodola district emerged because of the wish of the people to establish a market
centre. Before the establishment of Dodola as a market place people had to go far to buy basic
materials. They bought grains from markets in Bale and clothfrom Wolayta and the Sidamo
markets. The new trend of modernization in the early twentieth century also encouraged the
establishment of markets as a base of urban centers and the later administrative divisions.
Therefore Dodola as small village market was founded in 1910. The role of Fitawrari Bui
Falama was very great in the formation of Dodola.

Inclusion in the Ethiopian state was followed by unjust policies. Thus the incoming settlers
could posses a relatively large proportion of land. The communal land administration gradually
changed to individual property.

The autocratic feudal rule in the area was very harsh to maintain effective control over the people
and resources. Therefore the activities of mdilkéfiiia and ndftifiiawere very stressful to the
indigenous Oromo society. Then people became subordinate to the central state.

After the incorporation, new economic activity in the cultivation of crops began to be widely

practiced in Dodola. The Arsi Oromo of Dodola were not only pastoralists, since they had
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already experienced agriculture on small plots of land, though this was insignificant. The new
settlers in Dodola introduced extensive production of crops which the Arsi then practiced more
widely than before.

A new administration was set up in the area. Land was systematically taken from the indigenous
Oromo society. The tithe or asrat was introduced whereby the peasants paid one tenth of their
produce. In the period of Lij Iyasu there was a relative adaptation to the feudal bureaucracy
because of improvements in payment of tributes. The period of Ras Teferi and Zewditu
continued similar patterns of feudal administration. Except some nominal changes the period up
to the Italian occupation was characterized by the increasing feudal burdens.

Italian occupation brought a short term relief for the people of Dodola. The Italians abolished the
gdbbar system. Although not out of real concern for the people, the Italians showed better
attitudes towards the Oromo people than the settlers in Dodola. They did that to obtain local
support.

In the post-Italian occupation periodsin Dodola feudal administration greatly oppressed the mass
of the people. The local people were more and more affected by the feudal exploitation. The
landholding system was legally laid down to maximize the benefits of the few not the mass.
Dodola as an agriculturally productive area was susceptible to land confiscation. After the 1951-
53 land measurement Dodola became acentre for the imperial policies of land grants.
Commercialization also took place largely by both the local private farmers and the incoming
commercial famers. Land rent was increasing as a result of this new development. Taxation on
land increased as state policy to maximize the government revenue. This was very heavy for the
local people. There was a systematic eviction. When many peasants failed to pay taxation, the

gebrdtdl land was more increased. The gdlad system also identified the uncultivated land for
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later government use. After the land measurement taxation increased proportionally with the
quality of land.

Then in the 1960s peasant grievances steadily increased to actual rebellion in Bale including
Dodola. This was at its peak in Dodola when the rebels killed Fitawrari Wiildd Mikael in 1966
but was finally suppressed. However, the increasing public discontent ended HaileSellasie’s
regime in the 1974 Ethiopian revolution.

The new Dirggovernmentdenounced the former discriminatory distribution of rights and
national property in Ethiopia. Land was nationalized in rural areas ending landlordism, and land
was distributed to landless peasants. Peasant associations were formed. Urban land and extra
houses were also nationalized. Thus, the new government policy also affected the life of urban
residents. The new political and social consciousness through Idigér Béihibreét began in the
district in the early years of the Diéirgrule.

Another development in the Dérgperiod was the beginning of cooperatives in peasant
associations. In rural areas landless peasants were encouraged to form cooperatives. In fact these
cooperatives were organized by the will of the government not the wish of the peasants. They
began with only a meager budget and had no administrative skills. These problems limited their
progress so that they could not be effective.

A Villagization program started in Dodola in 1978/9 when the Ddrg attempted to provide
concentrated villages to centralize administration and social services for the people but also to
exert political control. However, it was hated for being by force and the government’s failure to
provide the promised facilities for the new villages.

The town of Dodola enjoyed some real progress from its formation till the end of the Ddrg rule.

It got municipal administration in 1954. When Bale (dglaygizat was formed in 1960 the town
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became the political seat of both the awraja and wdrida administration. In the 1970s and 1980s
a considerable progress was seen after different facilities were established in the town. The town
of Dodola continued as political centre of Gannale awraja and Dodola wiirdda administration
until the end of the Ddrg rule in 1991.

My objective in this thesis has been to present a picture of the history and development of
Dodola district and the town in the period 1910-1991. It was a period of critically important for
the area, and for Ethiopia, in the emergence from a feudal state and society with a lagging
economy,via imperial autocracy, Italian occupation, and the Ddrg dictatorship to the present
EPRDF regime. 1 have tried to be comprehensive but have concentrated on political
administration and social aspects and have noted the agricultural development of Dodola from a
mainly pastoral area to completely arable farming, on account of the nature of the land itself and

the climate I have also discussed settlement and population growth.
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Glossary

Aanaa -relative, close kin

Abigaz - a military title during the imperial regime

Abba Duula- war leader

Abba Gada /Abba Bokku- holder of scepter and president in Gada..
Abba Muudaa- father of anointment, an Oromo title.

Abba Seera- head of judiciary

Abugida- ge’ez alphabet

Abujedi- cloth made from cotton by weavers.

Akidbabi Astidadir- Regional Administration.

Arsoma- Arsihood.

Asrat- one tenth of harvest paid to the state.

Ato - a civil term to address an adult male which is equivalent to “Mr”
Awraja gizat- sub- province (an administrative unit below the level of province).
Baala buufachu- putting leaves for demarcating farmland in Arsi Oromo.
Baallee- a ceremony of power transfer in Oromo gada system
Biidda-dare- an intermediate zone between highland and the lowland.
Balabat - landlord or local hereditary chief.

Baldmawals - advisors of the higher imperial officials.

Balambaras- administrative title below Grazmacé (head of amba ).
Balbala- lineage

Bandas — collaborators

Basa - a low level military title for war leader.
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Buda murtu- spoon maker from the horn of cattle.
Burqa- an intermediate power holder next to balabat.
Chiga$um- village chief empowered to collect tax during the imperial regime.

Cisdna — tenant.

Daadhii - a traditional drink made from honey and Gesho
Dibtéra- church below to priests.
Dijjazmac- “commander of the gate”, a politico-military title below Res .

Dirg- literally “committee” the military government of Ethiopia after the imperial government.
Debo - traditional cooperation among Arsi Oromos.

Ensét- a plant that serves for food consumption in parts of west Arsi and widely in the southern
region.

Esapa - Ethiopian Socialist Party (the political organization before the formation of WPE)
Fanos — patriots.

Fird Shidngo- local court during the Diéirg in Ethiopia.

Fitawrari- Commander of the Vanguard, a military title below Dédjjazmac.

Fuga /Cawwa - tanner

Gibiya - market place.

Giibbar - taxpayer ( also land on which tax was paid to the state in labour and later in money).
Gada - socio-political system of the Oromo.

Gasa - shield or unit of land measurement usually about 40 hectares of land.

Gebritil- land taken over by the state for failure to pay tax.

Gerazmac - Commander of the left flank , a politico- military title.

Gesho- a plant that helps to produce local alcoholic drinks.

Gibir- land tax.
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Gifira- measles, the Oromo name for this disease.
Gimja Bét-Treasury.

Gizat - an administrative unit.

Gosa- clan.
Gotira - storage.

Guddifachaa - adoption, to bring up, rear, foster.

Gumma- a reconciliation among the Oromo to resolve controversies among individuals.
Gumaa Faki- minor rules than gumaa

Guwad (Comrade)- a title for the WPE members who were also the power holders.
Hibritsebawiniit - Ethiopian Socialism.

Huwalagir bahiloé- backward cultural practices

Indérase- in my behalf, Viceroy or representative of the emperor.

Itiyopia Tigddm - Ethiopia First.
Jaarsummaa- mediation.

Jila- Pilgrims.

Lam - fertile.

Lam Taf — semi-fertile or partially developed.

Lemat budin - groups for development.

Madiriya land - temporary landholdings given by the government to the soldiers and officials.
as remuneration for their services.

Miilkiififia - an official appointed by the provincial governors or the central government.
Mana- family.
Mits¢hét- Bulletin.

Miwaco - a compulsory money contribution during the Ddrg period for victims of famine and

other purposes.

Micciirraa- traditional food made from butter and barley
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Muuda/muudu - anoint.

Niélabas- “those who wear white uniform” local militia, rural auxiliary police force,
Niéft- rifle |

Néftdfifia- a name given to Menilek's warriors of northern origin.

Negus- king.

Qibilé - a local area within a town or district.

Qadi - Islamic religious leader.

Qilad- land measurement.

Qédnazmac - “Commander of the Right,” a politico-military title above Grazmac .
Qori - a traditional porridge utensil made from wood.

Quter Gibbar- peasantry who provided labor services and paid tribute to the individual soldiers,
priests or officials rather than directly to the state.

Ras - “head”, greatest politico-military title next to negus.

Rist- a permanently held land, heritable property, land belonging to a lineage.
Ristdgults- hereditary gulr .

Séfir - neighborhood.

Saliga - an appointee superior over 1000 soldiers.

Sambiil- a title for the commander of one division in the police force or army.

Samon land- a land under the control of'a church and thé church had taxation right.

shay bet- “teahouse™ a small Cafe.

Sheik- a title given to a religious leader among Muslims.

Shifta- bandit.

Siqqee- traditional celebration in Oromo women.

Siso-literally one third land left to the balabat by the state upon measurement of land.
Sum- head.
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Tabot- ark.

Taf - undeveloped, uncultivated poor land (infertile).

Tiqelay- Gizat- province (administrative unit during the imperial period equivalent to province).
Tej- a traditional drink made from honey and Gesho

Tsefit Bét - office.

Tumtu- blacksmith.

Waaqeffanna - indigenous Oromo religion, believing in or revering one God.
Waayuu Godaa- a name given by Arsi Oromos for the honor abba Muudaa

Widdo zidmado¢ - voluntary campaigners.

Wirdda Gizat - administrative unit below awraja.

Warra- family.

Yibalabat siso- a sharecropping in which the landowner obtains a third of the harvest.
Y#daqon mérét- land for deacon service.

Yéfidel Sdrawit- the alphabet army.

Yi-gibédz méreét- land for the church officer.

Yénétas- church appointed teachers.

Yéqes mérét- priestly land.

Yisibil misibsib zimada - cooperative harvesting campaign.

Yisiafir Sum- head of small area in the town.

Yatibiya Dafifias- locally elected judges in the imperial period.

Y#wist Dihininét- internal security.
Yawiyiyit Kibéb - discussion group.
Zimac- Campaigner.

Zdmica- campaign.
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List of Informants

Full Name and Title Date = | Remark
ol of Interview | , E
‘ 5 | 9 5. g
7)) 75 < A o .H
1 Abba Foge 88 | 12/03/2007 | Dodola He is from the Shedema clan and
Tahiro (Obbo) E.C Town has knowledge of the area. He
was the son of Qdnazmac Tahiro
= Yaya, one the local chiefs during
> the imperial rule.
2 | Abba Chabsa Tahiro |7 71 | 14/03/2007 | Dodola He is an elder of the area and has
(Obbo) ELC Town a knowledge of the period of
emperor Haile Selassie I
5 Abdella Ararso G 53 | 24/05/2007 | Berisa He is an educated man, elder and
(Obbo) had a knowledge of socio-
economic life. He was also
working as local judge in the
Ddrg regime.
4 | Abdurhaman ” 78 | 16/04/2007 | Dodola He had his own land worked by
Seid (Obbo) E.C Town tenants. He was also a lawyer in
1969E.C.
B Abdurhaman Tufa ” 68 | 12/03/2007 | Qacama He worked in Dodola werdrda
(Obbo) E.C administrative office and in Bale
provincial administration. He has
a good knowledge of land
holding patterns in Bale areas
6 | Bakéla 2 54 Dodola He was a lawyer and an educated
Abaynih (4t0) Town man in Dodola district during the
Didirg regime.
7 Békéla ? 73 | 04/04/2007 | Dodola He has been living in Dodola
Wilddyés (Ato) E.C Town town for a long time and he
served as member of the school
board. He knows the growth of
social services in Dodola.
8 Burka ” 60 | 16/03/2007 | Deneba He is an elder and the son of one
Chukuru (Obbo) EC of the local judges in the imperial

period, Yatibiya Dacdiifia .

137




9 | Chako Wako (Obbo) 74 | 19/03/2007 | Carre An elder of the area has good
- E.C ' knowledge of the imperial and
g the Ddirg periods.
10 | Gemmechu Roba ? 61 | 11/06/2007 | Berisa He is a notable person in Berisa
(Obbo) B.C gdbcile, an elder and has good
knowledge about the revolt in
Dodola .
11 | Geribe Wabe (Obbo) |~ 71 | 10/04/2007 | Dodola He was among those petitioners
| 22 town opposing the change of the
political centre of Génnle awraja
and who strongly appealed to
Emperor.
12 | Getahew ” 77 | 10/04/2007 | Deneba He is the son of the former ruling
WilddMikael (Obbo) E.C Balabat of Dodola, and Gannale
awrajja. He is a grandson of
WilddMikael. He was also a
Deputy in the old imperial
parliament for eight years.
13 | Hajaro ” 89 | 04/04/2007 | Heraro An elder and a man having better
Lugamo (Obbo) B.C information on all aspects of the
district
14 | Hasen Lencho(Obbo) |~ 62 | 16/03/2007 | Serofta He is a resident of the town of
E.C Serofta and he has more
knowledge about the town and
the state farm.
15 | Haji Gobu (Obbo) ? 76 | 15/03/2007 | Eddo He was an elder and had
B.C knowledge of people during the
imperial and the Dcirg period
16 | Hussein Galchu ? 16/03/2007 | Deneba He was one of those whose land
(Obbo) E.C was taken due to failure to pay
taxation. He had a good
knowledge about the imperial
and the Ddrg administration.
17 | Hussein Jawo (Obbo) |~ 58 | 13/04/2007 | Dodola An expert in Dodola district
ELC Town Culture and Tourism Bureau.
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18 | Hussein Roba (Obbo) 54 | 12/03/2007 | Heraro He is an elder in Heraro area and
E.GC had good knowledge on the
mobilization of Development
through Cooperation,
= Enlightenment and Work
= campaign.
19 | Ibrahim Seid (Obbo) |” 10/07/2007 | Baka Was among the former tenants
E.C who lost land for expanded
commercial farming.
20 | Ibrahim Tola Galchu | ” 76 | 16/02/2007 | Negelle He was partly a tenant and had
(Obbo) E.C Mexxama |land. He has good knowledge
‘ about the tenure system and the
challenges coming in the 1960s.
21 | Juara Gelgelu (Obbo) | 62 | 09/03/2007 | Baka He was an official during the
EX imperial period and had good
knowledge about the imperial
land policy. Now he is retired.
22 | Kabe Wayu (Obbo) ” 70 | 24/05/2007 | Qacama An elder and knowledgeable man
B.C from Qacama gdibdile. The son of
one of the former burqa.
23 | Kabeto & 56 | 17/08/2007 | Dodola He is a history teacher in Dodola
Garjaja (Obbo) E.C Town Secondary school and the present
abba gada. He has knowledge
about the Imperial and the Derg
: rule.
24 | Kasim ? 57 |02/05/2007 | Eddo He worked in the Agricultural
Négash (Obbo) B.C Development Office in the land
administration department.
25 | Kedir Elemo (Obbo) | 55 | 04/04/2007 | Geneta Is a knowledgeable person and
: E.C was one of the coordinators in the
campaign of the villagization
program,
26 | Kedir Gammada 7 59 | 23/03/2007 | Negelle Is among the former landless
(Obbo) EC Mexama peasants and lived as a tenant

during the imperial regime and
benefited from the land policy in
the Ddrg period.
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27 | Kedir 79 | 29/04/2007 | Dodola An elder and knowledgeable
Mohammed (Obbo) E.C Town person with good information
about the district.
.ic;
=
28 | Kiniso Wabe (Obbo) | 59 | 20/03/2007 | Dodola He is now an elder. He was one
E.C Town of those people who engaged in
agricultural producers
cooperatives.
29 | Kumbi & 85 | 19/04/2007 | Dodola An elder and participated as a
Ketaro (Obbo) E.C Town member of the Dodola Municipal
council in the late 1960s.
30 | Mekonnen ” 76 | 14/03/2007 | Serofta He worked as a secretary in
Hasen (Obbo) E.C different wrdrdas during the
imperial era and had land granted
to him.
31 | Mohammed ” 65 | 16/02/2007 | Deneba One of the former tenants and
Tenna (Obbo) E.C then merchant and is now retired.
32 | Néga ? 71 | 27/02/2007 | Dodola Served as principal of Dodola
HaileMariam (4t0) EC Town primary school and head of
Education Bureau during the
Ddrg period.
33 | Robe Mama (Obbo) B 69 | 11/03/2007 | Geneta An elder and popular person
E.C among the Geneta clan.
34 | Solomon 7 72 1 06/03/2007 | Dodola He was the head of Gannale
HaileMariam (4t0) E.C Town awrajja office of the
' Agricultural Development office,
the sum of Dodola town and he is
now retired.
35 | Téklu 7 92 | 24/03/2007 | Dodola A priest and he had good
Wirkindh (Mdmire) E.C Town information about the formation
of Dodola, Haile Sellasie’s and
the Déirg administration.
36 | Tufa Galchu (Obbo) | 72 | 21/04/2007 | Serofta Knowledgeable person and was
E.C the chairperson of Serofta in the

Diirg regime,
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37 | Usman Batio (Obbo) 76 | 18/03/2007 | Alumma He born from the Kajawa clan
o E.C Shifa and was a known mediator during
E‘ conflicts.
38 | Woliyi Kayo (Obbo) |” 76 | 01/03/2007 | Garba He is an elder, a knowledgeable
E€ Tarura person and known for conducting
the gumma reconciliation.
39 | Yared 2 86 |30/03/2007 | Dodola He born in Dodola town and an
Wirkindh (4to) E.C Town educated person. During the
imperial regime worked in a
government wdrdrda office and
had land granted to him.
40 | Yaya Kasim (Obbo) |” 71 | 10/04/2007 | Dodola He is an elder and has better
E.C Town knowledge about the imperial

rule and the Ddrg period.
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APPENDICES
Appendix I

Fig. The Mando Arsi Cluster

Arsi

!

Mando

!
A S

Raayyaa Hawwaxu kajawaa  Wanama Uta

Waayyuu Biiltuu (Haroji)

Source: Council of Oromia Regional State. Physical and Socio-Economic Profiles of 180
Districts of Oromia Region. Finfinne: Council of Oromia Regional State. Finfinne :
Physical Planning and Economic Department, 2000.
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