THE CONTRIBUTION OF NGOs IN THE

PROMOTION OF GIRLS’ EDUCATION;

METI TAMRAT

ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES

June, 2013



THE CONTRIBUTION OF NGOs IN THE PROMOTION OF
GIRLS’ EDUCATION;

Meti Tamrat

ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF GRADUATES STUDIES

A Thesis presented to the school of Graduate studies, Addis Ababa
University. In partial Fulfillment to the Requirement for the
Degree of Master of Educational Research and Development



ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES

This is to certify that the thesis prepared by Meti Tamrat entitled: - The Contribution of
NGOs in the Promotion of Girls™ Education; The case of assistance to needy project was
submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of Master of Arts
(Educational Research and Development) it was compiled as per the regulations of the

University and meets the accepted standards with respect to originality and quality.

Signed by Examining Committee

| Tesharne Jota ﬁ A Mayy S0/ %

External Examiner Signature Date

> Ml Mg @r-)/——f%'."m%,ao /3
Internal Examiner Si gnatur/e Date
3.

- B00724/3.

Advisor Sign#ture Date

Chair of Department of Graduate Program Coordinator



The contribution of NGOs in the promotion of girls’ education in the case of SCV

Acknowledgement

Above all I would like to express my heartfelt recognition to Almighty God. Next to that I
appreciate the cooperation and unreserved contribution of various individuals, groups and
organizations for the successful accomplishment of the study. First of all I express my
heartfelt gratitude to my advisor, Dr.Daniel Desta for devoting his time to give my paper
shape and also for encouraging me to complete the task on time. The cooperation of Selam
Children Village was critical in making the study possible. I am particularly indebted to Ato
Assefa Mesganaw and Hiwot W/Giyorgis , the administration of assistance to needy project;
Ato Assefa Marsae, the director of Selam Secondary school Ato Aschalew Bezu, the
secretary of the school W/ro Debrae Derseah and the girls’ club executive teacher W/ro
Tigist Getahun for participating in the study and facilitating the discussion with the targeted
girls and key-informants in the school. I am also grateful to all girls in the targeted school,
parents and those key-informants for their readiness to participate in the study and for their
sincere responses. I am also highly indebted to my family, my mom W/ro Yergedu Assefa,
my dad Ato Tamrat Fitie, my sister Eshet Tamrat and my brother Tekalign Tamrat who
assisted me morally and in various inputs that facilitated the fruition of my striving. My
sincere appreciation also goes to my friends who shared my critical problems and stood
beside me for everything necessary during my research work. Finally my deep and sincere
thanks go to W/ro Alemgenet Mamo who took more time in every phase of the preparation

of the manuscript and the processing of the several steps in publication.

Page i



The contribution of NGOs in the promotion of girls’ education in the case of SCV

Table of Contents

Contents Page
Acknowledgement .........cccecvenee. . A SR A S S B A S B A i
TEHIE O OIS roonovmmrmmemsst iy o A PO S A s e A R A TR A N S ii
LIST OF ACRONYIS oavnmosssstsisvnesonisosis s avns s i s s o s G ionississ v
B L mar—————— vi
CHAPTER TOIPEE . ... cunssoassssamsasnons uscsisossssisogs s ssisssss 58 a5 S 8 0 L SRS A S RS 1
L. INEFOAUCTION 11ttt s e s eb e b bbbt et n e eb et b e s enas 1
1.1 Background Of the S .......sermsnssasssssssnssssnssassssusssmsassssmascanassssnseasssassssssassossnsssnsasntsasasassassesaren 1
1.2 Statement of the PrODIE .. svivasmnvamssssimmsmsmsismsisssie o s 3
13 O bjectincs OF TR SEMY: soumivsvassomssuimsconyssssmoses oy o sasss s e v iR S s 4
1.4. Operational definitions of k‘ey ETITLS s s s st b A SRR S T2 R i 4
1.5 Significance of the StHAY...........coooiiiiiii e 5
Li6: Delimitation of theBtidy cuamsimsim st sssss st ebbainstnss 1o asdssnssnseasssossemiiains 6
1.7 Limitation of the study.......: ........................................................................................................ 6
1.8. Organieation oF B1e SR cemsmmmsommmvimes s oo e A s 6
CHAPTER T ...coiommommmmmmnmrnnsssssontheeimssnsoms s s s s i s o s oG 7
2. Review of Related HEEIature ........c.cviuiiiiiniiieiiiieieieise e e sn e sn s 7
el TR TTEATINN - cstrormommss o 9 R 0 0 T YA A AR R A A A S AT A AT SRR 7
2.1.1 The Role of Education i DevelOpMENt .. .:iusiimisesmmmsisrsiosisiarssnisiinonsssnsaissssnssnsissssossassis 8
2.2 GENAET N EAUCHHON....vveceevvveeeressessssessmseesssssssseessssessssesssssessesssssssssssentobesshesees e e 11
2.3. Factors affecting girl’s education RN ..ot 16
2.4 Girls” Education in BHIODIA ssmmmissssssmmmmsssssissmivisssessssssiisis sissiassisisssiosssisss 19
2.5. The Role of NGOs in the promotion of girls’ education ...........cceeveeriesreneeienierecreeecercnenn 22
CHAPTER THREE ...cciiiiceee ittt v esasse st ss s esba e sbesba s s seseba e b e b abesnesbensensens 25
3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ...ccooiuiitiiamiiiiiriesiesesissesessesessesesessess s ssssessssessesssssssssssesssssssesens 25

AAU Page ii



The contribution of NGOs in the promotion of girls' education in the case of SCV

3.1 "The REsEarch DEBIGIL . cunssosssmvensssimsssanionssasssss s sy rsess o s s s as e nisass v s 25
3.2 TTHE SENAY APCA .. cuesssuusuvivnsssinuasninsamisans ssswins o donisssainssinsiiissas el oav s SRS o S A TS 25
3.3 Reseanch DATLICIPAIIIS i vosssusssnesasssissucss sovosassnsasmsnssstsssssnasmssssssesnassnassresassssssssssrsansnsensesnssansrasssansas 28
3.4 Sampling techNiquesiamawmasisismmma s a s s s s 28
3.5 Data collection tools............ et e sttt e 29
BB TIUBBIVIBIN o.sxnsanensasnasninssnsovasssnsvonssssuersminiass s s s sassh i s s ssuses s i mans SUssbieRiess eI S 29
3.5.2 FOCUS Zroup diSCUSSION ...c.viieriiuiriieieisessesee e e e e s en s sn s sre e s s 30
3.5.3 DOCUMENE TEVIEW ..vvvversveeerseesserssseesssseeesseseeesssssessesseseesssseesseesssesesssssessssssessssesssse 30

36 DataATAIYSIS ccvwmsmsmssmm s R S S R AT T R R 30

L L L L R o— 31
4. CASE PRSENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS ......ccominiuamiiissssissmsionsncssassstasasisnssssinsmssiss semnsd 31
4.1 Case PrESENLALIONS tvvvuviireiiierirtieiteresrisssssesrersesresessessnesaessseessessnsessessansesasessensssensnesnesrsessesnssnsesses 31
4.1.1 Case one.......occcvuvverirenns T T 32
B.1:2 CaSe AW ossmrrsumsvnssoassvsvavms e vesvsssssivaevassinssssias s aTs s E e Tav sy F085 RS R F Yo SR B SRR ES 34
41 B CASENTEE. couvicsssssmsmisnionssnnsscinsssnssnmssssyaiassssssssvesseases s sas s ST R BSOS RIH S VARSI TS 36

4. 1.4 CaSE FOUT ....uiiiiiiiiiiiises ettt et e e s s e st e e s s e st e st s s e s e s sa e e raan st asnnannes 37
4.1.5 CASE IV ..ttt b e 39
A0 BN BTN e s R T YA RPN S R SR S A S A A A S AP RS T RTA LRSS AP TSR R 41
B 43
4.2.1 Major challenges of girl3 it the SUAY Qe cuumsnsmmnmrmmssiommvimismomsms s 44
4.2.1.1 The family status and educational background.....uuususarsssisssnisisssisisivss 44
4.2.1.2 SOCIO-CUIUTAl/ AttHUAINA] REASONS wevvrrrrreeeeeeeerrrreresessesesssssessessssssmssesessssssseessssessreseeeee 46
4.2.2 The contribution of assistance to needy ProjJect......cccuvminimininiiniiinie. 47
4.2.3 Short comings in the implementation of the project.......ccccveeveiiciivecieniceee e 48
CHAPTER FIVE w.ccovvvvvcerssessssssssmsesesssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssasssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssens 51

AAU Page iil



The contribution of NGOs in the promotion of girls’ education in the case of SCV

5. SUMMARY CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS........cccoosururirsummmarensasssasssasiassssssans 51
S]] S UINIEMATY s cummeunsaissvonssnsionionoos oo smseeens s ineebonsobnonhss 53 0o E 448 040040 H0 K03 L4 G AR OIS TG TR KO FTYS 51
5.2 CODCTUSION wencmrnusssssansssnsnnssarissssrsassssanssnssns s shsssassonspmonss cassssmsessssen ens S5 RIS e ARIB S S RARSS SIS ARSI S LIRSS 52
B OIS sy srsnrvmsross s irms s mon ey s RS TR ER SRS AT NS s SRR VS PR rens 53

RIEPEIEIICTS oivonsioascnsiinmsuisssansts ssnsssioss5ios sas siekios 0o s s s s s s S s SRS Sy G0s 55

AN NEXES o ponuunuvisssosscssumsmvi susisasss sisanssssas s e s sy oaysy (i s e s A U S AT NTBANS 59

Page iv



The contribution of NGOs in the promotion of girls' education in the case of SCV

LIST OF ACRONYMS

EFA- Education for All

ESDP- Education Sector Development Program
FDRE- Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
FGD- Focus Group Discussion

MDGs- Millennium Development Goals.
MOE-Ministry of Education

MOFED: Ministry of finance and education bureau
NGOs-Non Governmental Organizations

SCV- Selam children’s village

TGE-Transitional Government of Ethiopia
NETP: New Education and Training policy

UN- United Nations

UNESCO- United Nations Educational Scientific, Cultural and organization

UNICEF- United Nations Children’s Fund

UPE: Universal Primary Education

AAU

Page V



The contribution of NGOs in the promotion of girls’ education in the case of SCV

ABSTRACT

This study tried to assess the contributions of NGOs in the promotion of girls ' education in
the case of Selam Children Village (SCV) specifically in assistance to needy program, Addis
Ababa. Qualitative research method was applied to obtain pertinent information from
primary and secondary data sources. The case study incorporates fourteen girl students who
are direct beneficiaries of the assistance to needy program and find out the intervention
strategies of the organization in terms of addressing the challenges of the targeted girl
students. The study found out that low economic status and poor educational background of
parents, Lack of time to study at home due to heavy workload, are the major challenges of
the girl students in the study area and lead them to failure and drop out. Scholarship,
sanitary pads, hair oil, Iotions,’ school uniform, text books and other school materials are
provided to girls as intervention strategies of assistance to needy project. Absence of strong
collaboration with the school and community and also a narrow approach of providing the
necessary scholastic material absence of training and tutorial class were mentioned as
shortcomings of the program. Therefore the study has found that these interventions have
their own contributions in order to address the challenges of the girl students and their
schooling. Therefore based on the findings improving the social, economic and political
capacities of families should be the major task in order to promote girls education. In view
of this, government, charity organizations, community based organizations and all stake

holders are accountable for this.
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CHAPTER ONE

1. Introduction

1.1 Background of the study

Every human being has the right to education. This principle has been proclaimed and
confirmed in a number of important declarations and international conventions. Regarding
to this, we can mention Article 26 of the universal declaration of human rights and the
convention and recommendation against discrimination in education. which was adopted by
the general conference of UNESCO in 1960. Enjoyment of this right, however. is not always

ensured in the case of men, and even less so in the case of women. (Jacqueline. 1970)

If the principle of equality of men and women in the matter of education were really applied.
it would mean that girls would have access to education on an equal footing with boys and
that they would have the same chances of completing their schooling. Then there would be a
great many more of them than there are at present in institutions of secondary higher
education and that. in practice. they would not be prevented by any regulations, prejudices
or traditions trom choosing freely the course of studies they wished to pursue. In most
countries, however. it is found that two out of three pupils at primary levels are boys and
that girls drop out from school more frequently and at an carlier age than their fellow pupils
of the opposite sex. Similarly, in more than half the countries of the world there is «
proportionally smaller intake of females in technical education, and they very often enter
sections preparing for occupations which are of only marginal importance from the point of

view of economic development and the progress of science and technology.

Such discrimination does not only prevent girls from achieving complete self fulfillment as
human being. it also impedes the progress of socicty. The pattern ol enrollment and
participation of Ethiopian girls in education is similar to that of. many African countries.

Statistic reveals that the number of female students enrolled in elementary, secondary and

LT S A i T A I Y VT T
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higher education is not equal to that of male students and characterized by gender disparity.
A large number of female students drop out of school and repeat in class. Many of them
concentrate in fields. such as, secretarial. nursing and teaching in elementary schools. The
reason for such low enrollment of girls in different levels of education may be attributed to
the values and attitudes that the Ethiopian society attaches towards education of girls. Due to
its vigor, this issue of girl’s education has long grabbed the attention of researchers.

development workers. and policy makers.

According to. Genet, (1998) most parents in patriarchal society treat their sons and
daughters differently in regard to their future roles, aspirations, expectations and education.
Bovs are encouraged in ways that will enable them to achieve, compete and win. but girls
are discouraged to develop such traits because. they are not necessary for the stereotyped
roles of housewives and mothers. Such an encouragement. which the girls are denied is a
kev factor that helps boys to develop the sense of competitiveness in their — educational

endeavor.

in the case of Ethiopia. the education system had never been encouraging women due to the
influences of religions. cultures and other values which discourage girls® participating in
education. For instance. formal education has been started in 1908: female school
participation rate had remained very low except in recent years where there have been
changes introduced by the government to improve the solution (MO, 2004).

It is now a well established fact that compared to boys. girls are at a clisad:\;antagciq
both access to and success in their education. Though the extent of disa}_cﬂ;_l;ygeiﬁléiigé and its
manifestation vary from place to place and from culture to culture. the inferior position of
girls” education is universal. One of the important variables is place ol residence. that is
weather the girl lives in urban or rural areas. Besides. a number of studies show girls™ in
rural areas are more disadvantageous in terms of access and success in their education.
However, this does not mean that girls in the cities have an easy way out. This situation is

supported by the number of female repeaters and lower achievement compared to their male

counterpart in Addis Ababa high schools. (Genet, 1991)

AAU gy .
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e et bached

Regarding to the future of the individual or the future of nations. the problem of equal
opportunity or access of girls” to education calls for an answer. In light of the above
statements and related reasons. the enrollment of girls and their active participation in the
education development program is an area which requires innovative approaches and
participation of the community and call for collaboration between government and other

partners to address such difficulties in more creative and appropriate fashion.

In this regard NGOs play a significant role in the provision of various kinds of service which
promote social reconstruction and aimed at examining to participate actively in the
construction of educational institution (Zebiba, 2012). Currently they have given particular
attention to and invested on access and success of education by girls® children. and they
have been doing great jobs in order to fill the gaps which are indicated above and have

contributed a lot in order to meet the Millennium Development Goals.

This study assesses the contribution of assistance to needy project in the promotion of girl’s
education. Due to the constraints of money and time the study may suffer from limitation of
inclusive information that unfold the number of NGOs. type and kind of assistance and their
total activities in the region’s overall development programs particular'y in promoting girls

education .

1.2 Statement of the problem

[t is well known that equal access of education for girls remains elusive in many countries of
the world. As a result. the girl child encounters problems that are not necessarily faced by
her male counterpart. In line with this. different studies have been made by different
rescarchers and institutions on girls education under diverse titles: Girls Participation and
Performance in Secondary School SNNPR (Alemayehu. 2003). Girls® Education in Africa
(Offorma. 2009). The Contribution of NGOs in the Promotion of Girls Education: The case
of JeCCDO. "Women in Primary and Secondary School Education of Addis Ababa. In

Tesehi Brehane Selassie school. (Genet. 1991)
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Even though, the above various studies examined the seriousness of the issue. but | have not

vet come across a research on the contributions of NGOs in the promotion ol girls’

education in the case of Assistance to Needy project in Addis Ababa city.
Thus the study demanded to answer the following basic questions.
1. What are the major challenges of girl students in the study area?

2. What special support and intervention strategies are given by the project to promote girls

education in the study area?

3. What is the contribution of assistance to needy project in terms of addressing the

challenges of girl students?

4. What are the shortcomings in the implementation of the project and what mechanisms can

be used for improvement?

1.3 Objectives of the study

(e

I'he general ohjective of the study is to assess the contributions of NGOs-in the promotion

G ™

of girls” education in the case of assistance to needy project.
The specific objectives of the study are:

I. To identify the major challenges of girls” and special supports which were given by

assistance 1o needy project to promote girls™ education in the study area.

2. To assess the contribution and intervention strategies of assistance to needy project in

terms of addressing the challenges of girl students.

3. To examine the achievement of girl students who are supported by the project.

4. To examine short comings in the Assistance to Needy Project implementation and suggest

mechanisms for improvement.

AAU
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1.4. Operational definitions of key terms

Girls’ education: refers to the issue and debates surrounding education in (primary
education Secondary education and tertiary education) for females and ensuring that they
acquire the knowledge and skills that they need to lead healthy, productive lives and secure
meaningful employment. It also includes areas of gender equality access to education and its

connection to the alleviation of poverty.

Nongovernmental organization (NGO); is any non profit voluntary citizen’s group action.
which is organized on a local, national or international level. usually not affiliated with any
government, that is formed to provide services or to advocate a public policy. Although
some NGOs are for-profit corporations. the vast majority are nonprofit organizations. Some
NGOs. particularly those based in authoritarian countrics, may be created or controlled by
governments. By most definitions, political partics and criminal or violent guerrilla
organizations are not considered as NGOs. Therefore the term NGO refers to organizations
that are primarily engaged in humanitarian, development and social activities such as:
relieving poverty and suffering. protection of the environment, provision of basic services.

promoting the interests of disadvantaged groups, community development and advocacy.

Project: is a set of involvement and of other planned activities aimed at achieving specific

objectives with in a predetermined time frame and budget.

Secondary education: refers to the schools, which offer a post elementary education

program. In this study it refers to the school teaching grades (9-10).
1.5 Significance of the study

The outcome of the study perhaps serves as a feed back on the contribution of Selam
Children Village for concerned bodies. It may also provide suggestion as to how efforts
should be integrated to bring better achievement especially in promoting girls education.
Moreover, it may enable information exchange and experience sharing between NGOs

engaged in the same activity in different socio-cultural, economic and geographical settings.
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Ultimately, the outcome of this paper will provide remarking points on NGOs contribution
on the promotion of girl’s education, particularly in the secondary education. Further. it may
add to the literature so as to contribute to further investigate regarding the role of NGOs in

promoting girls education.

In general this study is expected to be useful to donors., NGOs. the government and
researchers in the field by providing first hand information about the role of assistance to

needy project in promoting girls™ education.
1.6 Delimitation of the study

[n deed many NGOs have a great role in the promotion of girls” education and currently the
need is increasing so that clear and concise study on the topic became focus of attention. Yet
because of time. money and other constraints this research work delimited to the
contribution of assistance to needy project in the promotion of girl’s education in Addis
Ababa. The name of the school was Selam Secondary School.

1.7 Limitation of the study

USRS g

This study has its own limitations. Some of the major limitations include. the study
conducted only in six cases. Hence. it may suffer from the limitation of inclusive
information that unfold the number of NGOs. tyvpe and kind of assistance and their total
activities in the region’s overall development programs particularly in promoting girls
education. Furthermore, the data collection was undertaken with in a limited time (March

I5- April 10, 2013). The researcher had to spend much time to establish good rapport with

informants as the type of issue needed more time and elfort.
1.8. Organization of the study

The study has five chapters. Chapter one deals with the introduction which includes:
problem of the study. statement of the problem, general and specific objectives .significance
of the study. delimitation of the study. limitation of the study and organization of the study.

The second chapter deals with review of related literature. And chapter three, four and five

B L R R T S U ST EDM LA R . L e L
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deal with research methodology, data analysis and interpretation. conclusion and

recommendations respectively.
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CHAPTER TWO

2. Review of Related literature

To enrich the finding this study with prior works. accessible published and unpublished
materials were reviewed. This issue entertained in to sub titles as education. gender in
education, factors that constrain girls from educational participation. girls’ education in

Ethiopia, and the role of NGOs in the promotion of girls” education.
2.1 Education

Education is life long process of formal, non formal and/or informal teaching and learning
that takes place in schools. other institutions as well though life experiences. Levels of
education in modern societies can go from preschools to colleges and universities.
According to Jacqueline (1970) education is a form of learning in which knowledge. skills.
and habits of a group of people are transferred from one generation to the next through
teaching, training. research, or simply through auto didacticism. It 1s a right and concerned
with skills and competences: delight in reading and learning throughout life; basic and subtle
knowledge of our world and how to cope as a citizen. to be responsible for the actions but
also to stick up for you without fear and to contribute to the well-being of others with
confidence and pleasure. Education should allow all to make real choices during their lives.
Generally. it occurs through any experience that has a formative effect on the way one

thinks. feels. or acts.

Education is the basic building block of every society. It is a fundamental human right. not a
privilege of the few. It is no coincidence that parents around the world demand education for
their children as their first priority. Children themselves learn for the opportunity to fulfill
their dreams. Just ask them what they wish to be when they grow up. They want to be
nurses. teachers. musicians, mathematicians, painters and farmers. Education is the gateway

to learning the skills and values necessary to fulfill those aspirations. (Ibid)

e —— e e e e A e e e e R e}
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Since the right of education is recognized as basic human right. it seems to follow that
female and male should profit equally from education. Yet for centuries there was only little
concern as to whether both male and female profited equally by education. It was regarded
as natural that male should receive more formal schooling than female even though school

education is compulsory for both gender groups
2.1.1 The Role of Education in Development

Education is a powerful instrument for development. Nowadays there is a general consensus
that a positive relationship exists between education and economic growth. According to
Blaug (1987 cited in Ramya, 2007) Human capital theorists argue that investment in
education is a major contributor to development because education has an effect at a much
more fundamental level. The history of economic growth and development in education are
strongly interrelated to one another, and that no country has scored sound economic growth
without sound development in its education. Education should play a great role in the
development of individuals and society as a whole by assuring economic well fare, equality

and efficiency.

The concept of development has got a long history. Its concept has developed and
progressed with the development of the society itself. For a long time developraent mean the
capacity to generate an annual increase in GNP of 5-7%. without considering the
distribution of economic gain. But later new concepts came in. Accordingly, not only
economic gain was focused, but the social aspect of development was introduced. In relation
to development and human beings, it should imply all forms of development for people and
through people. This is in general implies that investment in education is one of the principal

means by which individuals and societies improve their wellbeing.

Consequently, in our knowledge-based world, education is the single best investment
countries can make towards building prosperous. healthy and equitable societies. It
unleashes the optimal potential in people, improving individual livelihoods and those of
future generations. If all students in low-income countries acquired basic reading skills. 171
million people could be lifted out of poverty, equivalent to a 12% cut in world poverty. Yet

a good education is more than an entry point into the job market. It has the power to

e R e e
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transform people and bring shared values to life. People around the world are connected as
never before. In the face of global pandemics. conflict. climate change and economic
turmoil, it is clear we sink or swim together. We must forge a new way of relating to each
other as individuals, communities. and countries. Education can cultivate in us a vision that
sees beyond one’s immediate interests to the world at large. It can give us a profound
understanding that we are tied together as citizens ol the global community. and that our
challenges are interconnected. By expanding educational opportunities. we can open the
door to more equitable, dynamic and resilient patterns of globalization. It will be difficult to
achieve sustainable development or lasting peace without the knowledge. skills and values
cultivated through education. Indeed. education 1s the critical thread tying together all our
hopes for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) (United Nations

Secretary. 2012).

Since education is a powerful instrument for development, investment in quality education
leads to more rapid and sustainable economic growth and development. Educated
individuals are more employable. able to earn higher wages. cope better with economic
shocks. and raise healthier children. But although developing countries have made great
strides over the past decade toward the Millennium Development Goals .of :Umiversal
primary education and gender equity, an abundance of evidence shows that many children
and youth in developing countries leave school without having learned much at all. This is
why the Education Strategy 2020 sets the goal of achieving Learning for All. This is
supported by Ramya (2007) as Learning for All means ensuring that all children and vouth
not just the most privileged or the smartest can not only go to school. but also acquire the
knowledge and skills that they need to lead healthy. productive lives and secure meaningful
employment. Among the goals of learning for all. goal 3 Promote gender equality and
empower women. And the target is to eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary

education preferably by 2005, and at all levels by 2015.

The World Education Forum. meeting in Dakar. Senegal in April 2000, reaffirmed the
vision of the World Conference on Education for All. According to Jomtien (1990) all
children. young people and adults have the “fundamental human right™ to a basic education
that will develop their talents. improve their lives and transform their societies.

A T R S L T T e L N it TR T RSN S TR T A AT e s D Bl A
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Representatives of 164 countries adopted the Dakar Framework for Action, which laid out a
set of time-bound goals and strategies for attaining the goal of Education for All (EFA) by
2015.Considerable progress had been made in moving toward the goal of universal primary
education (UPE) and momentum has increased since Dakar. Some countries have achieved
dramatic progress. Nevertheless. this progress has been uneven. and a major effort is needed
to accelerate current positive trends. There are still more than 100 million children out of
school. and 60% of these are girls. Overall enrolment trends suggest that, over the last
quarter century, considerable progress has been made in expanding the capacity of primary
school systems in all regions of the world. The total number of primary school pupils rose
from an estimated 500 million in 1975 to more than 680 million in 1998. If this pace of
increase were to continue, the number of pupils in the world’s primary schools could reach
700 million in 2005 and 770 million in 2015. If realized. nearly all of this increased demand
for school places would occur in developing regions —in particular in Southern Asia and sub-
Saharan Africa. For most developing countries. school enrolment growth of 5% per vear
over the next 15 years would meet the EFA goal, but several countries would have to grow
at up to 10% annually. At least 32 countries, of which 11 are experiencing conflict. are
unlikely to meet the target of UPE by 2015, unless a serious effort is made for these
countries. One region of particular concern is sub-Saharan Africa. where enrolment would
have to increase at almost three times the effort undertaken during the period 1990-97

(UNESCO, and 2001:13)

Investing more in the education of girls drastically increases personal and social well-being-
the end objective of all development activity and is one of the best ways of ensuring the
future generations will be educated. When parents, in particular mothers are educated. their
children both boys and girls will be healthier, better nourished and have a greater chance of
going to school and doing well there. Therefore, investing in the education of girls™ is one of
the fundamental ways in which nation’s states and their citizen can work together to achieve
long term development goals and improve both social and economic standards of living.
This is borne out by numerous research studies which indicate that high levels of girls’
education and development are positively correlated. It provides the key to sccuring
intergenerational transfers of knowledge and long term gender equality and social change.

Within the house hold for example. women education plays an important role in improving
S TR T e e S Gho S D F e A AR ees . T T e T L SR A M S S ¥ L e il
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family health and nutrition, reproductive health as well as reducing child mortality and it has

both private and social return. (Ibid)

According to. MOE in the mainstreaming guidelines ol gender in education media states that
equity in access to education now occupies a central in the global policy discourse on human
and social development. Gains made in female education as a result of global advocacy and
donor pressure have been significance in some cases: however in others they are fragile and
vulnerable to changes in economic and social environments, and girls and women still
struggle to catch up with boys and men in their enrolment rates and achievement. There has
been progress in primary education but in the secondary education there are still huge gaps

(MOE. 2012).
2.2 Gender in education

In most cases gender and sex are mentions as contradictory terms. Sex refers to the
biological differences between males and females that people are born with and that are
universal, example females have breasts and males have beard. Differentiation can be
through all biological facts of being male and female. Gender, on the other hand. refers to
the socially constructed roles of men. women, girls and boys. Socially constructed means is
that these roles are not biologically determined they are part of the culture, values and
practices of a particular society. Deeply entrenched attitudes about gender- the attributes of
being a woman or being a man are reflected in the responsibilities. rights. power and
authority. needs and opportunities and constraints of women and men within a particular
society. Theses socially defined gender attributes are dynamic and change overtime

(MoFED, 2012.)

In view of this gender and development strategies enable women and men to determine their
own development both individually and collectively. Further both women and men should
be equally involved for reasons of justice. Development projects are more effective when
women and men are involved. Therefore the concept of gender equality and gender equity
are very important. As depicts in the MoFED (2012:43) Gender equity is the process of
being fair to women and men- such as equitable allocation of resources and opportunities.

Equity can be seen to be the means and equality as the end. It contributes to equality. On the

—
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other hand gender equality indicates that women and men have equal conditions for
realizing their full human rights and for contributing to and benefiting from economic.
social, cultural and political developments. And Gender equality is the equal valuing by
society of the similarities and the differences of men and women and the roles they play. It
is based on women and men being full partners in their home, their community and their
society. Women and men’s’ similarities and differences are recognized and equally valued.
Men and women enjoy equal status, recognition and consideration. It also refers to equal
access to marital welfare, equal access to resources and opportunities. the abolition of value
system based on the belief of inequality, equal access to participation and decision making.

and equal access to control over resources and benefits.

Both formal and informal education has the potential to contribute to human development.
Particularly educating girls have lots of benefits because there is a positive correlation exists
between the enrollment of girls in secondary education and the gross national product and

increase of life expectancy.

In line with Herz and Sperling (2004 cited in Ramya, 2010) confirms the benefits of

educating girls in associating with different setting as follows;

¢ Income growth: for both individuals and nations — it has been argued that returns to

secondary education, in particular, are higher for women than for men.

o Faster economic growth: again., female secondary education is shown to boost

economic growth.
e  More productive farming: with associated impacts on child nutrition.
e Smaller families: fertility decline correlates most strongly with female schooling.

e Healthier families: greater levels of immunization of children reduced infant

mortality and better child survival.

e Educated children: educated mothers, in particular, invest more in their children’s.

particularly daughters™ education.
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¢ Lower chances of contracting HIV/AIDS: more highly educated girls and women
are found to be better equipped to negotiate safe sex; young educated men are also
more likely to be aware of and use condoms as a method of HIV prevention. Again.

this finding is linked more strongly with secondary completion for girls.

e Greater empowerment for women: improving their ability to resist domestic
violence: reducing their risk of female genital mutilation: and increasing their

political and democratic participation.

Therefore. focusing in gender education has the key impact in the living condition of the
people in all countries particularly in developing countries like Ethiopia. [f every girl goes to

school. they learn & contribute to society.

As Bendera and Mboya (1998:16), depicts as education is closely linked with people’s
health and their environment, living conditions. children’s wellbeing and their ability to
acquire knowledge and realize their potential. The complex web of relations between
household. community and school need to be thoroughly understood. The challenge thus lies
in understanding local conditions and ensuring that resources, both physical and human are

developed for the benefit of wider society.
In relation to this view. Kabeer (/1999) wrote: 3

The ways in which women are different from men. in terms of their
biological capacities and in terms of the socially constructed disadvantages

women face relative to men. (p.37)

Girls face a unique set of barriers to education, such as child marriage. early pregnancy. and
expectations related to domestic labor, unsafe travel and a lack of sanitary facilities. Many
countries do not give value to girls” education, with the result that fewer girls enroll and
those who do are more likely to drop out. Some 34 million adolescent girls are out of school
around the world. and women make up nearly two thirds (almost 500 million) of the world’s
illiterate adults. The gender gap has significantly narrowed in primary education but there

has been limited progress at the secondary level. (United Nations Secretaryv-General. 2()12)
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There are. a number of education studies with in a number of countries which confirmed
females participation in education is characterized by sexual differences. In relation to this

view, Kane (1994 cited in Alemayvehu, 2003) wrote:

"Educational system in most countries has been created for boys not
intentionally, but the effect is the same. The student is seen as person who has
time to study: whose work at home is not essential to the household: who is
not physically, culturally or spiritually endangered in the school setting, who
is not expected to marry early or is in danger of pregnancy; who has
appropriate textbooks which reflect his concerns in life and who are taught
by people like him who can act as role model. That student is a boy. The

resources have gone in to have education even if they fit a girl"(p. 10)

In support of the above statement Margaret (1999) Zewide (1994) UNESCO(1994) have
confirmed that in most region of the world. access to any education levels is more readily
available to male than female. It was also noted that for variety of reasons giris' experience
is considerable more difficult than boys in attending and staying in school. Because of these
situations, there are many countries in Asia and Africa where girl’s participation rate is

being inferior to that of boys.

Nowadays girl’s education has been a matter of increasing concern to the governments in
general and parents in particular. And hence education researchers throughout the continents
have studied girl’s education in terms of access, retention and achievement in education. As
many research findings pointed out due to the factors that attached with socio culture
pressure on girls to their tradition role girls were denied the right of equal access to
education. Marphy and Gipps (1996:34) did their research and came with the finding: girls’
education on most developing countries often less positive and effective than education for
boy. In a similar manner research conducted in Africa by UNICEF revealed that in Alrica
enrollment of girls were far less than those of boys at all levels. At primary level girls made
up on the average only 42 percent enrollment compared with 75 percent for boys. While
eirls at secondary level account for 19 percent compared with 36 percent for boys in 1995.

Girls are also more likely than boys to drop out and to score lower on examination
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(UNICEF, 1998.46). Similarly. the international Education conference held in Dakar.
Senegal in April 2000 revealed acute shortfalls of girls accesses to school and gender

inequality. The report articulated these shortfalls in the following manner.

“Although in great number of countries notable successes in school enrollment have been
achieved. the participation for girls and women school education is still appalling. There
were still 800 million illiterate adults worldwide, and 150 million children with no access to
formal education system. Two third of these disadvantaged people were girls and women.
They are affected disproportional because of economical or social reason". (UNESCO

2000:5).

In order to overcome gender disparity. over the past decade the progress towards UPE
(universal primary education) was accompanied by the reduction of gender gaps in all
regions except sub-Saharan Africa. While the gender disparity is not a serious concern in
most of the Latin America/Caribbean and Eastern Asia/Pacific countries, it remains one in
many Arab States, sub-Saharan African and Southern Asian countries. Importantly. gender
disparities are most pronounced in regions or countries with relatively low enrolment rates.
Eliminate gender disparities in primary and secondary education by 2005. and achieve
gender equality in education by 2015, with a focus on ensuring girls™ full and equal access to

and achievement in basic education of good quality (UNESCO 2001:13)

In Africa particularly, for the last thirty years. there are significant gains made by the
African governments in increasing access to education. Yet greater challenge lies ahead if
the goal of Education for All is to be achieved. Fiscal crises, civil strife. political instability,
drought, endemic poverty and persistently high demographic pressure on education systems
have resulted in stagnating enrollments and declining quality. Other pressuring educational
concern includes poor student participation, high dropout and repetition on rates low
academic achievement, and low teacher morale and attendance. Above all, promoting

female education is the most challenging issue (World Bank, 1996 cited in Zebiba, 2011)

Since the right of education is recognized as basic human right. it seems to follow that
female and male should profit equally from education. Yet for centuries there was only little

concern as to whether both male and female profited equally by education. It was regarded
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as natural that male should receive more formal schooling than female even though school
education is compulsory for both gender groups. All in all, what must be realized from the
above research studies and report is that there are more school age girls who do not get
opportunity to go to school. Girls at all levels of education still account for much lower
proportion of school enrollment than do boys and often they leave school earlier than their

classmates.

The same is true in Ethiopia. Women occupy low status in the society. Although they
represent 49.8% of the population and contribute mainly to food production and other. they
have not shared the [ruits of development equally with their male counterpart. Rights such as
access to land. credit and other productive resources are difficult for women attain. They
also experience multiple forms of other deprivations such as low levels of education relative
to men are one and the major problems in Ethiopia (Prime Minister Office/ Women's affairs

sub sector, 2004).

[here are certain factors which most countries commonly share the problems for girls
disadvantageous in school. Hence. it seems essential to highlight at this level some of
research findings on the major factor that affects the participation and performance of girls

in education.

2. 3. Factors affecting girl’s education

Women's participation in education is constrained by economic. socio-cultural, familial.
personal and school factors. The economic problems relate to parents™ nability to send girl
children to school especially if schools are far from home or girls drop out due to lack of
finances. The problem is more serious in rural areas. particularly in pastoralist regions. The
traditional division of labor in homes constrains girls” success in education. School distance
and harassment. feelings of discomfort to participate equally with men are stumbling blocks
for female students. In addition. dropout in high school is fuelled by the practice ol early

marriage and marriage by abduction (ESDP [V).
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Different studies show that a number of common factors affecting girls™ participation which
were grouped under the rubrics of enrolment, retention and learning achievement. In relation
to this UNICEF. (1996) listed the major factors which are affecting the achievement and

participation of girls” education in Africa. Some of them are given below:
1. I'actors affecting enrolment include:

®  poverty.

low parental and community attitude towards girls’ education due to socio cultural
barriers including gender roles, religious barriers and low opportunities opened to

girls on the job market.

e opportunity cost of sending daughters to school.

o problems of physical accessibility including non-availability of girl specific
structures. long distance to school and

o lack of community action for girls” enrolment.

o [Factors affecting retention.

e lack of support/poverty.

e  pregnancy.

betrothal/Early Marriage.

e inappropriate Curriculum.

e gender-Segregated Curriculum.
e desire for quick money.
o Factors affecting learning / achievement include.

e poor teacher perception.
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e sexual harassment.

e overburdening household chores.

e emotional instability.

e parent’s inability to provide materials.

Furthermore the factors that are affecting girl’s education at secondary level

identitied by UNICEF, (1996:6-12) are summarized as follow;
Use of girls” labor

Girls” performance in education is atfected by the family demand for their labor. Girls’
workload in the home clearly has a detrimental impact on their performance since their
duties are a daily affair, The division power is totally tilted for girls are overburdened with
family and household chores while boys enjoy plenty of time to study and freedom to
choose what to engage in. This freedom revivalist’ boys and thus they manage to
concentrate on studies. The situation for girls is quite the opposite especially when it is
compounded with their docile acceptance of what the society expects from them. As they
move on, when they go to school they are at the same time gradually internalizing and

practicing what thev are expected of when they marry.
Distance to school

Girls have greater responsibility for preparing food after school. The greater workload of
girls with in the household is likely to make them more tired than boys. This suggests that
any distance between school and home would be more determinable to girls at this will add

to their exhaustion. (ibid)
Lack of safety and security of Girls in school

Girls® problems unfortunately are generally seen in the context of the wider social
environment rather than relating to the educational system. However. girls’ specific

problems include those of sitting in cramped classrooms or on the floor, lack of privacy due

s i i e —— R
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to poor conditions of latrines. lack of necessary facilities for girls” menstruation and lack of
guidance from teachers during puberty. Schools may have inadequate latrines to
accommodate pupils’ needs. While some have easy access to clean running water, others do
not, and most schools in Africa do not provide water near latrines. Also the issue of girls
being teased affects their enthusiasm for interacting during a class period. Inadequate action
has been taken to avoid the potential for sexual harassment with in schools (Jacqueline,

1970).
Low parental involvement for their children’s education

Most parents do not visit schools except in response (o problems. Parents™ involvement
within the school is likely to be related to their own educational level and hence many
illiterate parents may need encouragement to become involved in the school. Such
involvement is likely to have high returns, both in terms increased potential for contributions
and solving problems regarding pupils’ attendance. Weak parental attitudes towards
education (particularly not encouraging daughters to acquire a good education) are also

critical to pupils” performance. (ibid)

The factors that affecting girls education at secondary level are identified by dilferent
scholars: for example (Zewdie, 1994); (Flora and Wolf, 1990); (Namuddu, 1992); and
(Mosimakook, 1997). cited in (Alemayehu, 2003) were: socio cultural barrier, hard living
condition of the family. residence. demand of labor, marriage, girls own self concept. gender

biases. classroom practice and the prevailing of unemployment of school leaver.

In addition studies in Botswana. Nyati Ramagobo (1996) and Southern Africa Mannathoko
(1992) cited in Zebiba, (2011) have indicated that the socio cultural factors, economic
factors, and school related factors are the major causes why girls are not enrolled and have

less participation in school.
2.4 Girls’ Education in Ethiopia

In many African countries women’s participation in education is low. The enrollment at

elementary. secondary and tertiary levels of education is characterized by gender disparity.

]
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A large number of female students drop out of school and repeat in a class. Many of them
concentrate in fields such as secretarial. home economics, nursing and teaching in
clementary schools. The pattern of enrollment and participation of Ethiopian women in
education is similar to that of many African countries. Statistics reveal that the number of
female students enrolled in elementary. secondary and higher education is not equal to that
of male students. The enrollment and academic records of female students in the high
schools of Addis Ababa shows that a good number of them repeat in a grade or drop out. and

in most cases fail in the national exam (Zewdie, 1998).

At the time when the current Education and Training policy was introduced in 1986 E.C.
Ethiopia listed one of the lowest literacy rates in the world. There has been a high
percentage of illiterate people and a large number of school age children particularly girls”
who had not had the opportunity to go to the formal school system. In recent year. despite all
the efforts done throughout the country. the flow of female students to school is increasing
double times than it was before 1986. However. the proportion and the participation rate of
girls secondary level is still minimal and at the back of male. Aware of these facts in the last
few vyears, various studies and surveys were conducted on female education in Ethiopia.
reflecting concerns about the low magnitude of school participation ol girls (Alemayehu,

2003.)

The main goals of Ethiopian education policy are improving access to quality basic
education. In order te make sure that all children. youngsters and adults, with particular
emphasis on females. acquire the competencies. skills. values and attitudes enabling them to
participate fully in the social. economic and political development of Ethiopia and to sustain
equitable access to quality secondary education services as the basis and bridge to the
demand of the economy for middle level and higher level human resources. Gender equality

was already a major priority area and a cross-cutting issue.

As a consequence of concerted affirmative action (entry requirements. and financial support
such as a pilot scholarship program and tutorial support programs) and overall expansion.
the gender parity index (GPI) has considerably improved in favor of females. At first and

second cycle primary. for GER. it increased respectively from 0.87 and 0.69 in 2004/05 to
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0.93 and 0.92 in 2008/09. Girls™ completion rate at grades 5 and 8 also improved in which it
has increased from 49.5% in 2004/05 to 78.4%. Despite this major achievement, the gender
gap in education prevails at all levels of the system. The gap becomes more visible as one
goes higher up the educational ladder. The share of girls admitted to preparatory education is
only about a third. The number of female students in TVET is close to male students. but a
closer look reveals that female students are concentrated in areas that are considered
female’s. Among those enrolled in government institutions for a 2 or3 year diploma program
16.2%., for the four-year degree program 22.5%. for the Masters Degree program 9.2%. and
for Ph.D. programs 6.4% were women. In Non-Formal Education (NFE) women’s
enrolment and success rate is also lower than men’s. for reasons similar to those for formal
education. The number of female teaching staff has also evolved considerably, but females
still remain under-represented in all but ECCE (Early Childhood Care and Education). The
share of women among primary school teachers increased slowly from 35.6% in 2004/05 to
37.2%in 2008/09 and from 8.5% to 11.7% over the same period in grades 9 to 12. The
number of females in administrative and leadership positions remains extremely low (£SDP

IV, 201072011 — 2014/2015).

Despite all the efforts made throughout the country, currently the flow of female students to
school is increasing double times than it was before 1986. However. the proportion and the
participation rate of girls in secondary level is still minimal and at the back of male. Aware
of these facts in the last few years, various studies and surveys were conducted on female
education in Ethiopia, reflecting concerns about the magnitude of school participation of

girls’;

Genet (1991) Seyoum (1986 and 1991) Astede and Kebede (1988) are some of the studies to
mention and the findings were: Less number of girls than boys was enrolled in all levels of
education. As grades increase, the number of girls” decreases in comparison with that of
boys, more girls than boys” dropout. the percentage of girl repeaters was slightly higher than
that of boys. Girl students are more likely than boys to score lower on their examination.
The reasons given by these studies for girls” low participation and performance are centered

on what might be perceived as demand of labor, carly marriage. no awareness of value of
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education on the part of parents. low economic standards of family and some other school

designated factors.

The new education and training policy of Ethiopia has addressed the importance of girls’
education and among others it clearly stated that the government will give financial support
to raise the participation of women in education. [t further stated that. special attention
would be given to the participation of. recruitment. training and assignment of female
teachers. Additionally one of the specific objectives of the Educational Training policy of
Ethiopia is to gear education towards reorienting society’s attitude and value pertain to the

role and contributions of women in development.

Therefore. the empowerment of girls” and women is the critical area concern for Ethiopia as

poverty reduction.

2.5. The Role of NGOs in the promotion of girls’ education

The term NGOs can be applied to any nonprofit organization that is independent from
government. It may include foundations, educational institutions. churches and other
religious groups and missions, medical organizations. cultural groups. as well as voluntary

agencies (Freedman .J. 1994)

[n supporting the above statement. Thompson (1990:18) describes NGOs as organizations
that are formed by people who have a common goal and cooperate on voluntary basis 1o
achieve their common interest out of the state or inter governmental structures. and are not
directly at the service of governments or other agencies. but can assist programs started by
governments. In the context of Ethiopia DPPC (1990:112) defines NGOs as a humanitarian
private organization which, using its own resources. participate in project activities with a

view to join in the government’s effort to eliminate poverty.

Based on the above definitions. NGOs are established in order to meet felt-needs in the
society. NGOs are typically value based organizations that depend in whole or in part on
countable donations and voluntary services and vary significantly according to philosophy.

purpose. expertise. program approach, and scope of activities. Furthermore. it reveals that
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NGOs often are successful intermediaries between actors in the development area, building
bridges between people and communities on one side. and governments, development
agencies and development institutions and donors on the other hand. They have also a role
in stimulating the participation of the poor with greater social equity in service delivery
systems. In this role. undeniably NGOs, along with others, have a role in strengthening the
ability of citizens and disadvantaged groups to participate more fully in society and

eventually contribute to the emergence of stronger civil society.

In most Countries of the developing world, non states providers have had a longer
engagement with education service provision. NGOs can be major contributors and are

enerally committed to ensuring that education reaches the poorest. most disadvantaged

li)e}

eroups. This landscape also includes commercial providers — a rapidly growing sector and

community groups such as religious bodies.

Non-governmental and civil society actors are visible on the overall institutional landscape
of Ethiopian society. For the last two decades the community has had, in relative terms.
some favorable moment for growth in size, diversification in makeup and self organization
for active participation in the national socio economic process like other African countries.
As a result of this. CSO/NGOs are widely distributed and can be found in all regions of the
country in general, Oromia and Addis Ababa have more operational NGOs in particular. In
view of this, NGOs has been engaged in diverse activities in the education sector for quite a
long time. During the current decade, the emphasis of the organizations engaged in the
education sector has been broadly to help the country meet the Millennium Development
Goals of primary education for all and to bring about a much greater measure of equity and
equality in education. They have given particular attention to and invested on access to
education by girl children and improving the opportunities of such children to continue with

their education (Dessalegn, et.al, 2008).

According to the registry of MOE, (2004) a total of 2.305 organizations have acquired legal
registration at federal level. Local NGOs accounted for 75% (1.742) of the total. while
International NGOs were 234, There were also 149 professional associations and 125 civic

advocacy groups. Particularly the size of local NGOs represented significant numerical
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strength compared to where it was some five years back. In addition to the federal-level.
regions, too, have registered many more localized NGOs, and if included the total number of

formally registered CSO/NGOs are expected to be more than 3,000,

CSO/NGOs are widely distributed and can be found in all Regions of the country. Oromia
and Addis Ababa have more operational NGOs (229 and 217. respectively), while Dire
Dawa, Harar and Gambella have the least numbers (11, 12 and 11, respectively). In Ethiopia
there are 2050 projects, out of these. 302 are working in education sector and girls and

Women empowerm ent.

In view of this. various NGOs are participating in the education sector to contribute in the
improvement of educational access, quality and efficiency. Among them UNICEL is the
main actor and committed to increase its actions in order to accelerate progress on girls

education in Ethiopia.

According to the aforementioned points girls® education is one of the basic vital inputs that

are important to human development. Due to socio cultural and school related factors can be

the major challenges for girls” education especially for developing countries like Eihiopia:

NGOs have immense contribution in order to fill these gaps.
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CHAPTER THREE

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This chapter discusses about the rescarch design. sampling techniques. data collection

procedure and administration in the field and data analvsis techniques.
3.1 The Research Design

The major objective of this study is to assess the contribution of NGOs in the promotion of
girls™ education in the case of assistance to needy project. Qualitative research methodology
was the appropriate approach because it helps the researcher to undertake deep exploration
of the subject and to present findings from the participant’s experiences and point of views.

Within this methodology, the researcher employed a case study.

Hence. case study focuses on the instance (or few instances) of a particular phenomena with
a view to providing an in-depth account of events. relationships, experiences or processes

occurring in that particular instances (Marten, 2003:32).
3.2 The study area

The study area was SELAM CHILDREN VILLAGLE (SCV) and found in Addis Ababa city.
The researcher had chosen this organization purposively due to its active participation in the
promotion of girls” education as well as enhancing the capacity of women. SCV has diverse
projects who are dealing with community problems. Among them., the researcher focused on
assistance to needy project as a result of its direct involvement in supporting school girls to

upgrade their educational achievement and promote girls education.

SCV (Selam children village). was founded in 1985 as a local and faith based
nongovernmental organization with the support of people from Switzerland. The main fields
of activities are child care, education and vocational training. The vision of Selam children’s

village in child care program is to enable orphans and destitute community children to
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improve their life and holistically develop as citizens. In line with this. SCV has been
involved in addressing the problems of children by bringing them to the level of self reliance
and self support. The children under the program are provided with basic necessities like
food, clothing, health care, and life skill, educational and training services. Currently. Selam
children village supports 382 students in two villages. SCV contains the orphans living,
schools and many other service giving sectors and also vocational training center (Selam

technique and vocational college).

SCV started to engage in providing educational services in 1988, by establishing Selam
schools (one kindergarten. two primary schools and one secondary school). The objectives
were to provide quality education to children from Selam children homes and also to the
community at large. Over the past 25 years of service in the education sector, Selam has
contributed a lot in providing and promoting quality education and in raising enrolment ratio
of school age children in its area of operation. The demand for enrollment has been
increasing annually. Eighty five percent of students come from the community of which the
majorities are those from destitute families. The schools have suitable environment for the
learning teaching process and for the academic success of Selam students.
Among the number of girl students in the study area. in 2012/13 academic vear there were
244 girls in the school among them 13 girls were orphans who are living in Selam Children
village (SCV) and get holistic support. Furthermore. SCV supports 37 girl students in
assistance to needy project, for the underprivileged families. The promotion rate of 12" and

| "
10" grade students was 85 percent.

Moreover the competence and achievement of female students is low. To find out the
reason the school conducted an assessment in January 2005 at Selam Secondary School.
Then the assessment came up with. Girls’ from destitute families are exposed to high
dropout and repetition rates. Therefore girls’ acknowledged in the school as potential
beneficiaries. Enhancing the capacity of school girls is one of the major aims of the project
to address the needs and challenges of girls. These goals accomplished through provisions of
school uniform. text books. sanitary pads. lunch and other school materials to the destitute

families. (Selam children's village 25" Anniversary Nov13-19, 2011)
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Assistance to needy project

The Assistance to the Needy Project provides funding for emergency relief for right-holders
of Selam children’s village. This project is a foundational program that supports destitute
people on case by case bases. The project has reached a variety of people facing diverse

problems.

The objective of this program maintains to have consistent funding for short term relief
projects that aid destitute péople in means of living allowance and/or other short term fiscal
assistance. Also to facilitate short term programs and projects that use fiscal aid to empower
right holders in basic needs and in various areas of livelihood in order eventually lead to self
sufficiently at some level. The support is not based on specific criteria. The Assistance to the
Needy funding cases will be evaluated on immediate and specific bases by a set managerial
task force. The persons aided by fiscal means will be notified and the timing allowed will be
based on the case. This project is solely dedicated to support aged women. children and
girls” with the aim of making the needy become self-sufficient citizens. The project works in

the following areas:

e Scrve the needs of the most vulnerable- particularly women and children(girls)
e Provide support to elderly people.

e Provide various assistance and pro-poor programs that bridge emergency relief
e Promote self reliance and rehabilitation of marginalized communities.

e Provide health service

e Provide scholarship opportunity for marginalized children to have access for and

training.
e Provide lunch services for students who cannot afford to come with lunch box.

e Provide educational materials, uniform, sanitary pads.
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3.3 Research participants

The Research participants were fourteen girls (direct target group). Among them eight girls’
were FGD participants and six of them were interviewees. They were learning in Selam
Secondary School. Furthermore. key informants such as the target school director. girls’
club representative teacher, the administration of assistance to needy project and parents
were involved. In an attempt to find out how the project interventions have brought the
intended progresses and to find out the shortcoming: it was very essential to include these
key informants as research participants. It is believed that they could have more information

about the project’s contributions towards the promotion of girls’ education.
3.4 Sampling techniques

Using purposive sampling techniques, the researcher had chosen participants those who
were directly benefited from the project. Based on this fourteen students were appointed
purposively. Regarding to students: all of them were learning in Selam Secondary School: it
was founded by SCV. The interviewers were six girls and appointed purposively. (who
were direct beneficiary of the assistance to needy project) from the total of 37 girl students.
based on their first semester result. In order to see their trends from different perspectives
and to see their positive change they got from the project; the girls were selected from two
categories. Three girls” who performed below fifty and three of them scored the highest

from the targeted group (above seventy).

The other group was FGD group and it contains eight girls. They appointed purposively
because of they were scored between sixty and seventy averages. Therefore, the target
school director. the girls” club representative teacher, the administration of assistance to
needy project and parents of the targeted groups were purposively selected, who were

directly working in this area and directly related with the students.

In line with this, the target school director, the girls’ club representative teacher. the
administration of assistance to needy project and parents of the targeted groups were
purposively selected. who were directly working in this area and directly related with the

students.

P e R R N e e e e _-}:{ :I_A_-HE_E
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3.5 Data collection tools

Since the study was qualitative research design, it involved assessing the deep feelings and
views of girl students who were directly involved and engaged in the project. Thus, both
primary and secondary data sources were applied for collecting information. In-depth

interviews, FGD and document review were the tools of data gathering.
3.5.1 Interview

Qualitative interviews are special kinds of conversations or speech events that are used by

researchers to explore informants” experiences and interpretations (Mishler, 1986: 39).

Qualitative researchers use interviews to uncover the meaning structures that participants
use to organize their experiences and make sense of their worlds. These meaning structures
are often hidden from direct observation and taken for granted by participants and

qualitative interview techniques offer tools for bringing these meanings to the surface.

The study focuses on the interviewees™ point ol view therefore deep interviews were
implemented. The interviewers were six targeted girls. girls” club representative teacher.,
parents and the administration of assistance to needy project. All interviews were conducted

in Amharic and recorded.

Interview with the six cases were conducted in the school library from March 15-23. FEach

student was interviewed fifteen open ended questions.

Interview with parents were thirteen open ended items and they focused on the project and

its support. It was held from March 24-27.

Interview with the director of the school contains ten open ended questions and conducted

on March 28. 2013.

Interview with the administration of the assistance to needy project contain eleven open

ended questions. It was conducted on April 1, 2013.
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3.5.2 Focus group discussion

A focus group is a small gathering of participants who are related to the phenomenon of
interest and can answer questions for one to two hours in general and truly encompasses
both a technique for collecting data and a sampling process. It is especially useful in helping
to investigate why people hold the views they do. precisely because a key aspect of group
participation is the need for members to explain opinions and attitudes. especially when
challenged by others. when asked to respond to a question or to provide further justification

for what they have done or said during the group encounter. (David and Marlene, 2006:112)

Hence this study applied FGD among eight students of the direct beneficiaries of the project
as one of the tool of data gathering. The FGD guide items were thirteen and include general
questions about the school, the educational attainment of girls in respect to the benefit of the
project and the shortcoming in the implementation of the project were discussed. It was
conducted on April 10, 2013 from 9-11a.m and was facilitated by two assistances and the

researcher as well.
3.5.3 Document review

In addition to the primary sources. secondary data sources such as report cards ol the
participants. daily attendance. and journals of the organization based on the contexts in

which such phenomena occur was referred.
3.6 Data analysis

In the educational research there are various methods and procedures for data analysis. The
information gained through in-depth interview, key informant interview and FGD were
conducted in Amharic language and in each day alter data collection it was translated in to
English. The collected data were organized in line with the research questions and objectives
of the research and analyzed using qualitative data analysis procedures that involve breaking

down the information into different themes and categories.
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CHAPTER FOUR

4. CASE PRSENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS

4.1 Case presentations

The major objective of the paper is to assess the contributions of NGOs in the promotion of
girls’ education in the case of assistance to needy project. The qualitative data were
collected using in-depth interviews from six girl students and FGD ol eight girls (who were
direct beneficiaries of the project), key informants which include the project administration,
the target school director, girls” club representative teacher and parents of girls. Secondary
sources such as proposal, reports, attendance sheet and report cards were reviewed to gather

relevant information.

The data presented in this chapter focus on answering the following basic research

questions.
I. What are the major challenges of girl students in the study area?

2. What are the contributions and intervention strategies of assistance to needy project to

overcome the challenges of girls?

3. How is the achievement of direct target girls in the study area?

4. What are the shortcomings in the implementation of the program?

The major categories used for the data presentation and analysis are as follows
¢ Background information
e Major challenges of the targeted girl students

e Intervention strategies of assistance to needy project in  terms of girl students

challenges

L e e ———— e T B e R F e e e e ——————— e . TR
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e The educational achievements of the targeted girl students
e The shortcomings in the implementation of the program

The cases were given fiction names which are not related to their real names. Based on the

findings the story was narrated as follows:
4.1.1 Case one

Background information and major challenges

Hamelmal was sixteen years old and tenth grade student at Selam secondary school. She has
been living with her parents. She has two younger and one elder sibling. Regarding her
parents’ education both are illiterate, her mother was a housewife and her father was a daily
worker. Due to their economical problems they couldn’t afford to pay the school fee. But the
efforts made by the teachers helped her to be supported by assistance to needy project

starting from October, 2011.

Hamelmal was smiley girl with an attraction facial appearance. attracting facial expression.
During the interview period she was tidy with her light blue T-shirt and gray skirt school
uniform. As she joined the project, she got sanitary pads. hair oil, school materials and

basically scholarship.

In line with this, guided by the data collected from the interview, the following points could

elaborate more the benefits which Hamelmal has got from the project.
Academic performance and self confidence

Before Hamelmal, joined the project she was not attending class properly. She was absent
regularly and being hopeless both in her education and life. She was very ambitious to
continue learning in Selam School because of the commitment of teachers and the discipline

of the school.
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As already mentioned, “when [ was in grade seven and eight my parents
couldn 't pay the school fee on time. Therefore I was worried a lot and didn't

go to school. This made me to be absent from classes. "

Educational researchers demonstrate that to succeed in academic achievement, children must

attend school consistently. Exposure to curriculum comes from being in school.

Hamelmal’s educational achievement in grade seven and eight was not remaikable and
sometimes even unsatisfactory, because she was not motivated to study as well as not
attended class well. As a result she scored only passing mark. But after she has enrolled in
the project she became ambitious and sensitive for her class. As she said because of
assistance to needy project. she became visionary and has bright dreams beyond her school
achievement. Because of that she became one of the top ten students and she ranked 9 out of

44 students at the end of the first semester. In line with this:

“Now, I am no more worried about school fee and sanitary pads. Because |
have assistance to needy project who supports me as a mother. [ really want
to thank them. Other than the support, the development of responsibility that
lay dovwn on my shoulder always encourages me to focus on my education. It
really makes me strong and responsible. The other students are gelling

education by paying money but I am free. To me this means a lot. ™

Self confidence is usually the result of high regard. Having positive esteem can be
developed through proper social esteem. The other thing Hamelmal was getting was the
moral support. "/ feel like I have someone to help me, | am not alone. This feeling is a
countless to me because it raises my confidence to speak my view, thought; ask questions

freely etc”

After all she has been considering herself as a full person and long sighted. She is always
sharing her life experience to her peers and tells them how to be successful through big
challenges and obstacles. She has been shown remarkable progress in her schooling
particularly and in her life generally. Actually one of the objectives of assistance to needy

project is to empower and promote girl students achievement. Hamelmal stayed in the

—— w2 ST
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project for two years as a result her school achievement can be a good witness for her

progress. She thanks assistance to needy project for the support as:

Now a day 1 feel God prepared this project for me, because they are very
supportive and cooperative. I am always free 1o ask whatever question I had.
[ am very happy by attending class in this lovely school. Currently I am one
of the top ten students in my class. I am empowered and confident to attend

class. For this, I give many thanks for assistance to needy project.

She added that, her thanking also goes to the girls’ club. Because of, the chance she got to
speak and read a poem in front of students during girls® club meeting and it brought progress
and encouraged her to get more confidence. She wishes if all girls get a chance like her and
she observes still there are lots of girls in the community as well as in school who look for
various supports either from the school or the project. In turn some girls are getting support

.

from the project even though they have the capability to cover their expenses.
4.1.2 Case two

Background information and major challenges

Frehiwot Bekele was fifteen years old and g grade student at Selam secondary school. She
has been living with her family. Her father was a daily laborer and educated only up to grade
six. Her mother was a housewife and illiterate. Frehiwot has a younger brother. Starting
from 2010 she got scholarship from assistance to needy project. which provided her with
sanitary pads. and learning materials. The following points could be elaborated more how

the project was important for her learning achievement.

Before she got the support: in order to pay school fee. to fulfill her basic needs like learning
materials, lotion and sanitary pads and also to support her family economically: she worked
as a petty trader after class. She had no time to study and her school achievement has been
not as such good. She had only passing mark. This tiresome and busy life hindered her peer

relation. even to play with her friends and colleague.
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Not only that in the "guilit’ (a small market place in a village), hoys forced me
to talk to them or other things. Our home is very far from the ‘guilit’ then I
was in secured and frustrated to come back home at night. Even one day God
saved me from cruel man. It was on Friday, 2009. I was the youngest girl
among the traders and I sold what I had. The time was around 12.30 in the
evening, and I started walking to home. When I reached to the nearby
neighbors someone came fast and hold my lefi hand. I struggled to run out of
his hands. Then I shouted with louder voice. He slapped me hardly. After that
[ fell on the ground and hurt severely. Later on muumuu (afier deep h:“c)c:lh) it
seems tragedy but it was true. someone came in that last moment and saved

my life. Starting from that day on me do not trust boys even my classmates.
Academic performance and self confidence

Before the project. she was very busy and not effective in education. But after the project
came to her life. she became motivated for better life so she always doing well. Due to the

support from assistance to needy project she got a relief. She said

"I learned in Selam beginning from grade one. I really like the school and
the teachers. Therefore I didn't want to depart from this school and that¥is™

why [ sacrificed a lot to continue education in this school. ™

As mentioned above, before she joined the project her educational attainment was not
efficient even to pass to the next class. Her parents were not capable of paying all the
expenses needed like sanitary pads. school materials and also school fee. She had no plenty
of time to read and even think about education. After she joined the project all the
aforementioned expenses were covered by assistance to needy project and this brought
tremendous change in her life. Since then, she dropped the petty trade and got plenty of time
to attend her regular class properly. establish good relationship with her friends and peers as

well as to study the lesson well.

Moreover, she achieved a better result by doing well. Her rank also improved in which she

scored 7 out of 60 students in the first semester. This is a good indicator of her educational
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Frehiwot has shown a remarkable progress in her educational achievement through time.
She stayed in this project for three years as a result her educational achievement could be a

good witness for this purpose.
4.1.3 Case three

Background information and major challenges

Yodiet was fourteen years old and a grade nine student in Selam secondary school. Her
father died when she was very young. She has one brother and a sister. Her mother didn’t
have a job. The family earns income by renting house. She has been benefited from the

project for about three years.

Yodiet has medium height and looks eye-catching. During the interview periods she was
neat with her grey skirt and light blue -T shirt of the school uniform. She was a scholarship
student and also the project provided her school materials due to the economical problem of
her family. Since, she has joined in the project in January, 2010; she became free from

paying school fee. which gave her relief instead of worrying about money to pay.

Before his death her father was the bread winner of the family. But after he passed away the
whole family faced a serious economical problem. This situation forced her to be anxious

about her life and class. She explained that situation:

[ remember it was November, 2009. I didn’t pay the school fee for about two
consecutive months. The school administration gave me warning to pay the
Jfee and I had been hidden myself with fear. And my family had a very serious
economical problem, and unable to pay the money. Therefore, I ashamed and
dropped class for a month and went to school in order to take my documents
from the school after awhile to attend class in governmental school. But [
didn't leave the school in that year because of assistance to needy project.
Starting from the first months of 2010 assistance to needy project cover up

my school fee I had and able to continue education without drop out. Now |
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equally attended class with my friends and did not repeat class. For my
educational successes, 1 want to thank the project. I really like the school
ambiance and my teachers. The school teachers are very supportive and
talented; I am lucky and very happy to be here. Without this project |

couldn't be here.
The Academic Performance and Self Confidence

I can read her deep thanking to the project from her face. Her achievement is not satisfactory
to her; she scored 48 in average (the first semester result). It is even below the pass mark set
by the ministry of education. As she described her educational background was not as such
satisfactory. In order to improve this result she was seeking various options. The major
challenge was to get tutor class and handling the responsibility of her younger brother. She
said “my mother cannot pay for tutorial class; because of this I could not get support to
improve my result.” In line with this she did not have text books to read. These were the

main challenges of Yodiet.

Regarding to her self esteem. the girls club executive approved that; Yodiet has better self
esteem than the other girls who are inclusive in the program. But still she requires advanced
support other than the scholarship. Because of her result sometimes she feels hopeless and

doomed to failure.

As she described her academic achievement was not satisfactory even to pass to the next
class. As a result she requires lots of support from the school and project, in order to show

adequate improvement in her performance.
4.1.4 Case four

Background information and major challenges

Fden was fifteen years old and ninth grade student at Selam secondary school. She was
living with her mother and four brothers: two of them were her elders and two of them were
younger than her. Her father was died when she was in grade three. Regarding the

educational level of her mother, she was not educated. Her family did not have fixed source
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of income. Her mother was the only bread winner of the family. She was working as daily

laborer by washing clothes and selling “injera” (Pancake-like bread widely used in Ethiopia).
The money she earned cannot even cover their basic necessities like food.

-k ALTQw-C Qoo LAI°7 1ONC my father was a blind and vagabond,

as a result, SCV allowed me to learn in Selam primary school.

Then, starting from grade six this project helped her in paying monthly fee and she was a
scholarship student because her families were very poor. Additionally, she got text books,

school uniform and also lunch beneficiary since September., 2012.

As 1 told you both of my parents were not educated and no one was helping
us in doing home work or tells us to study. Consequently, my father was died
when I was very young and I grew up without father. When my friends and
schoolmates talk about their father; I really feel lowliness and I really missed
my father. Again on other side my poor mother. I am always introverted to

see my mother's tiresome work with less payment.

Due to these facts she is not a happy and outgoing girl even in her education. She thanks
assistance to needy project. Without this project she could not continue education

particularly in this year.

It was rainy time (kiremet). The rain started early in the morning and there
was nothing to eat in our house then my mother woke up and started to
search a daily work in that  heavy rain and very cold weather. The worst
part was even she had no umbrella just she lefi us and walked slowly without
talk and deep sorrow in that heavy rain. (Disfigure her face and her tears
drop down on her face to her chin) she took few minutes to continue. So, how
can I expect my mother to pay school fee, buy school uniform and text books

and prepare lunch every day in that condition. She cannot afford. Never!

The following points could elaborate more how the project is important for her learning

achievement.
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Academic performance and her confidence

The academic achievement of Eden was not as such good, her first semester result was 49.5
not even a passing mark according to MOE. She was not satisfied with her first semester
result. She said™ even if the assistance to needy project is supporting me a lot, [ could noi
improve my result.” She thinks that her stress and background put lots of pressure in her
mind and she could not upgrade the score. It is possible to read the gesture and facial
expression of her face, which was full of anxiety. As she explains, in this year she does not
worry about payment, school uniform and lunch. This means a lot to her and has positive
impact in her future life. “1 was nobody before but I think I will be important in the future,

this project gave me good moral to work more and improve my result.”

Assistance to needy project gives me food for my belly just like my mother and gives me
food to my brain too. As far as the promotion of girls” education is concerned. this project
has been working a lot in covering the expenses of girls’. But. other than that the project
should follow the results of girls. If their result is not satisfactory. the project has to plan for
further investigation to promote girls™ achievement in the education sector. Otherwise it is
wastage of resources. She said. for example” if" [ could get tutorial class I may have a
chance of raising my result.” Other than this, the project has to give capacity building
trainings and discussions in order (o raise the perception and self confidence of students. She
said her mother can’t purchase sanitary pads, due to economical problems but she was timid
to ask the girls” club representative teacher to give her pads. According to her confirmation.
she has stress and also afraid to communicate with others. She does not know the reason but
she is very scary and full of stress. Girls® club executive corroborate that Eden needs further
and continuous training to raise her perception towards her self-esteem. Because she is very

shy and bothered in life as well as in education.
4.1.5 Case five .

Background information and major challenges

Weneshet is a grade nine student and sixteen years old. She is living with her parents.

Regarding the educational background of parents, her mother was attended class up to grade
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four and she is a housewife. Her father is a guard and attended class upto grade eight. She
has one elder brother. She has been benefiting from the project since grade seven in terms of
scholarship and she also got school materials. uniform and sanitary pads since October 2011.
The following points could elaborate more how the project is important for her learning

achievement.
Academic achievement and self confidence

Her father is the only bread winner of the family and the income of the family is not enough
even to satisfy their basic needs. In line with this, low economical background of the family
has a great impact in her educational achievement and confidence. In her perception. she is
not lucky to be born in this family. Not only economical problem and also the daily fighting
of her parents because of money make her woozy and uncomfortable. She doesn’t have time
to think about her daily lessons. [She became quiet for a moment and defaces her facial
expressions tears filled her eyes]. Besides, usually her mother kicked and nagged her
without reasons. Actually her mother did because of her messed up life that she could not
manage her house. At that time Weneshet felt guilty conscious and she asked hersell why

she was created!

May be due to this. she looks aged girl and not smiley. Her face tells how life is jaded to
this girl. The benefit she is getting supports her in administering educational life in this
school. She has a positive attitude towards the school teachers and setting as well.
Assistance to needy project enters to her life as overpass this miserable life and to attended
class regularly. This project supports her in providing different school materials. The other
benefit from the project is sanitary pads. It helps her not to be absent during menstruation
period. “Before I got the pads, in grade seven and eight I had lots of absents”. She was not
able to buy the pads instead she used piece of cloth and that was not safe in many aspects.

The following phenomenon expression could be a nice witness for this

“Before I joined assistance to needy project, | had problems to gel sanitary
pads. Because of that I was absent from school or miss my class. Even in

exam time I was thinking and worried about that instead of the exam. As a
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result 1 was really disturbed and asked myself why I am a girl. Even I wish if

I could have been given a chance to be born a boy.

But now thanks to assistance to needy project. every month I am getting the pads and also
changed my perception about myself. Being a girl is blessing from God. like it or not. When
[ ook the pads every month [ was very shy but now because of | am participating in girls
club I feel confident in myself than before. I feel like I am lucky to get this chance and want

to thank assistance to needy project and also the girls™ club representative teacher.

Girls™ club representative teacher said that, Weneshet came to this compound in this year. In
the first two consecutive months she was very shy to take the pads from my handstand and
even she sends other students to take the pads. But later on she is showing progress and
confidence about herself and even she starts to read poems in front of students after several

discussions and training in girls club.
4.1.6 Case six
Background information and major challenges

Beletu was fifteen vears old and grade ten students in Selam secondary school. Both of her
parents were uneducated. She has two elder sisters and two younger brothers. All of them
are students. Her father worked as a weaver and her mother was a housewife. She is a
scholarship student since elementary grade and also in this year the project gave her

uniform. school materials and also became lunch beneficiary starting from October, 2012.

The following points could elaborate more how the project is important for her learning

achievement.

She believes that Selam is the best school and she is very happy by the teachers as well as
the project. Getting the chance of scholarship makes her the luckiest girl. The other
provision made by the project was also had a lot of positive impacts in her life. She has been
grown up in the situation of verv big burdens and empty shell family. Since the family has

seven members and it is really difficult to fulfill needs of the family.
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Her family has in a state of absolute poverty. In addition to that she had no right to have any
relationship with anyone including her friends and classmates. Because after class she had
household tasks to do in home in order to feed her family. She assists her mother by cooking
food and other home duties. Her parents do not allow her to go anywhere before completing
household activities. Due to this she lacks emotional support from her parents: as a result it

leads her to be in a state of depression and anxiety.

Her peer and teacher relationship was very weak. She had no opportunity to have strong
interactions with her peer group because of unnecessary parental influence and poor

economical background. She had fears to share her issues to others.
In line with this, the club representative teacher added.

Beletu, was very depressed and did not want to share her feelings and
situations to others. Through the girls club the project provide her sanitary
pads. But she fears to take the pad. She hides herself when she came to me to
lake the pads. After she got a chance to discuss with girls' representative
teacher and gol successive counseling and discussion. She was detaching
Jfrom this problem and being assertive and confident. But still she needs

further and successive training to develop her peer and teacher relationship.
Academic achievements and interaction with others

Before Beletu has joined in the project she was not attending the class regularly and had lots
of absentees. In addition to this she was desperate not only on her education but also on her
life. Most of the time. she did not get food on time as a result she feels tire and hungry

during class time.

Her father is the only wage earner in the family. The income cannot even cover basic needs
of the family. Therefore there were lots of days that she could not eat lunch and spent time
in school. Her friends brought lunch and ate together but she feels greatly underrated when

she comes without lunch.

She narrowed her eyes and seems look very far, and she expressed that situation as follows:

———— T
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Last year, at least once in a week [ came to school without lunch as a result
of food shortage in our house. Then, in lunch time I hide myself against my
friends. | cannot share their food without contributing....this factor hinders
my peer relation and let out of my peer group because I cannot compete with
them. Attending class without eating food was very difficult. 1 was not active

especially in afiernoon class, 1 was simply thinking about my empty belly.

As Beletu added. the school is far from her residence and she has to walk forty minutes
twice a day. Because of these and other related factors her educational background was not
efficient. Due to this she started to isolate herself from her peers. Then gradually she lost her

confidence towards peer relation.

After she joined the project her progress is changed regularly particularly in her schooling.
In this year she performed 76 averages in first semester result. Last year her year average
was 03.6. before last year it was 57.9. As a result of assistance to needy project
interventions: by providing materials and other services she is showing progress. She is
always present in the class and showing gradual increment in her performance. Her biology
teacher strongly agrees with this point. She also became the member of girls™ club. to

develop her perception towards self-esteem and to share ideas with other members.
4.2 Discussions

This topic represents basic ideas and points from the research participants in terms of
research questions. During conversation with target girls and key informants it is found out
assistance to needy project plays an important role in addressing the major challenges of
girls in the targeted school. Despite these positive changes. there are shortcomings in the
implementation of the project. Thus research findings which are based on in-depth
interview, FGD and secondary sources outlined and presented under each of the three large

categories. These categories are:

. . . . agapnats A9
s Major challenges of the girl students in study area &

y . L. ' ETaEn A
e Intervention strategies of assistance to needy project e
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problems are reflected here in the school. For example, let me tell you what
happened last year. The project gave hair oil, comb, lotion and sanitary pads
to the poor girls. One of the girls from grade nine got hair oil from this
project, few days later someone reported that she sold it. Then, I called her
and asked why she did that; she said “yes, I sold it. There was nothing left in
our home to eat, therefore [ sold it with thirteen birr and bought four ‘injera’
to my family.” This fact tells how life is challenging for those girls. The other
problem is; they do not have amble time to stucdy. Most of their parents are
daily laborers and mothers of students are housewives and engaged in
different activities like petty trade, washing clothes and baking ‘injera’ as
small business. Therefore, girls behave like their mother by being service
givers and actively participated in the household tasks rather than focusing
on their learning achievement. The other problem that has been seen in these
girls is lack of self esteem or confidence about themselves. Even these girls
don’t have suitable room to stay and study in their home. These all factors
lead them to be low achievers than other students. In our school about 90%

of girls in assistance (o needy project are low achievers.

Regarding to this among the key informants, one parent who had many children (five
children) would like to send and support the education of his children but the econoniical

problem hindered him as:

“We are instructed to enroll our children in the school. I have enrolled them
but teaching material is expensive. On top of that, I had to buy school cloths.
They cannot go to school with ordinary clothe they use at home. The higher
the grades, the more expensive it becomes. 1 was so irritated and challenged

to cover their expenses.”

In line with this the FGD discussants of the direct target girls® mentions that they are from
destitute and illiterate parents. Because of that they had lots of problems. One of the problem
is their parents are not willing to come to school and discuss about the educational

achievements of their children and in general they lack knowhow about learning. The other
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one is having poor educational background. In this case they didn’t guide them to study or to
focus in their lesson when they were young. Therefore their educational background was not
satisfactory. And also the burden of house chores like fetching water and responsibility of

taking care of younger’s etc. Thus girls” do not get plenty of time to study at home.

To sum up, based on the findings family status like income and educational background

directly or indirectly affect the educational achievements of girls.
4.2.1.2 Socio-Cultural/ Attitudinal Reasons

Socialization refers to the process by which individuals acquire knowledge, skills and
disposition that enable them to participate as more or less effective members of a group and
the society. The socialization process in the society is one of the major constraints impacting
on the girls” participation in education. This process starts in the family and continues in the
school and the society at large (Wamahiu et al 1996). In line with this; Valiant (1998)
confirmed; Parents and societies as a whole expect girls to behave in certain way and boy’s
indifferent way. The middle aged parent mentioned that: to him. girls are expected to be
knowledgeable concerning household management and in different activities that are to be
done in and around the home. They are not allowed to involve in traditional male dominated
activities. Because of this stereotype classification the nature and quality of education is too

different for boys and girls.

In most cases girls are socialized as service providers at home. Girls are engaged in service
tasks like cleaning and meal service. Another typical response dealing with this is quoted

below.

“I have nwo sons and a daughter. One of the sons is two years and the other
one is seventeen years old. My daughter is [ificen years old. Mostly I give
responsibility to my daughter than my son (o lake care of the younger boy
and to do home activities. Because I believe that girls have to learn the duty
of women. And also girls are more patient and able to take responsibilities

than boys.”
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The above discussion shows that; the attitude of parents towards their daughters depends on
their perception of status of women and gender roles. Like anywhere else. traditionally girls
are educated to master household duties and responsibilities as an ideal obedient wife. A boy
is educated to assume any functions outside and. if opportunities avail themselves. in

administration. which are traditionally reserved for men.

Similarly., FGD discussants of the targeted group explained that most of the parents or
guardians were not taking in to consideration for their children learning achievement. This

also hinders girl students” participation in education.

The above discussion shows that absence of gender equity and high burdened houschold
tasks are some of the reasons for girls lagged behind in school achievements. To sum up:
the finding of the study reveals that socio-cultural norms deny the promotion of girls’
education. In many cases gender roles and practices hinder girls™ participation and having
good result in their school achievement. In this context the term achievement refers to more

generally to deseribe performance in subject of the curriculum.
4.2.2 The contribution of assistance to needy project

The above mentioned points were the major challenges that hinder girl students to have
good school achievement. Hence assistance to needy project has been entrenched different
intervention strategies on the target school. According to the administration of assistance to
needy project. one of the major objectives of the project is to address the needs and
challenges of destitute girls. These goals are accomplished through the provision of
scholarship, school uniform. text book. sanitary pads. hair oil and comb. lunch beneficiaries.

and also capacitating girls’ club.

According to FGD discussants of the targeted girls’ the provision of the scholarship and
school materials served by the project is important and basic for girl students to keep them
from dropout of education, absenteeism. to compete equally with others. and to continue
education in Selam secondary school. As one of the discussant,

Y,
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This year assistance to needy project gave me text book. Then, I was reading
and achieving better than the previous years. Before, I had no text books
therefore in most cases I didn’t do homework and study well. And text book is

important learning material.

The other discussant also indicated that, the project reference to her educational achievement
and physiological impact. As she says her parents could not able to buy school uniform even
once in a year. But this project bought her school uniform, and now she can wear neat und
new uniform like others. Therefore. she can play, talk. joke and discuss with others freely

without shivering. She feels that she is equal with them.

Education researchers demonstrate that to succeed in academic achievement. children must
attend school consistently. A child's exposure to curriculum, his or her opportunity to learn
significantly influences achievement. Exposure to curriculum comes from being in school
(Fuller et.al, 1999). In line with this. the school director added, assistance to needy project
decreased the absenteeism rate of students due to several factors. As a result assistance to

needy project influences the achievement of girls.

Regarding to this FGD discussants confirmed that most of them did their best to improve

their learning achievement after they got various supports other than scholarship.

Concerning the intervention mechanisms in terms of the target group major challenges.
research participants agree that the provisions of the scholarship school materials. sanitary
pads and lotions support them to cope up their challenges and to continue and succeed in

education.
4.2.3 Short comings in the implementation of the project

The above mentioned points were the major intervention mechanisms set by the assistance
to needy project to overcome the challenges of the targeted girls. It is clear that the program
is serving and supporting girls. In the contrary the project has a capability of being more

efficient and effective to promote the achievements of girls® education. Therefore, the
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research participants stated the following points as a weakness of the project that hinders the

efficiency of the program.

Regarding to this. the director said if the project works with the collaboration of the school
to overcome the problem of the group as well as to promote girls” education. the project will
convene its goals and missions. In line with this the executive of girls™ club representative

teacher also divulge this point as

The project lacks strong cooperation with the school administration and
girls' club. I think in order to make the project very effective and efficient in
addressing the right target group; Assistance to needy project has to
integrate the school community and parents. Since the problem of girls is

also related with the perception of the community.

The promotion of girls” education should not be based on a narrow approach of providing
scholastic materials. In order to address the right target group and meet the intended goals

of the project, the school community and parents are also responsible to take their share part.

As mentioned by the parents. the intervention strategies in terms of the target group major
challenges were not enough. In addition to those strategies, the tutorial program. create
awareness and discuss with their parents, give training and peer education are very
important to raise the educational achievements of the groups. But these facilities were not

included in the strategy of the project.
In line with this Middle -age parent confirmed the following view by saying:

“[ would like to thank this project due to the material provision, but in order
to bring real change and to address the main goal of the project alternative
and additional supplies should be included in the strategy of the project. For
example tutorial class and provisions of reference materials are necessary.
My daughter beg me to do them several times his facial expression shows the
challenge of life to this man and his wishes to fulfill those requirements lo

his daughter.”
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The other point which was raised by the key informants as a weakness of the project was.
not to address the right target group and meet intended goals of the program. There are still
girls™ in this school who seek the support of this program in various ways. Therefore. as a
short come this project did not include these girls. One of the FGD discussant mentioned
that she knows a girl who gets support. even if she is able to cover all expenses. This shows
that the program lacks well-organized strategy to study the background of some students and

their challenges.
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CHAPTER FIVE

5. SUMMARY CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This chapter attempts to summarize the highlights of the finding and also concluding

remarks. and offer recommendations.
5.1 Summary

The main purpose of the study is to assess the contribution of assistance to needy project in
the promotion of girls” education. To conduct the study all the necessary information was
collected through deep interview with girls and key informants. In addition to that FGD was
held with the target girls and relevant documents were reviewed and analyzed accordingly to

secure additional information. The following are the findings of the study.

Regarding the major challenges of girls in the study area; poor economic backgrounds of
parents/ guardians was identified as the major factor that affect girls’ education and
hindering them from having better school achievement. Due to low economic status of
parents lots of girls face various problems. The other one is most parents does not have
educational background to support their children. Parent’s level of education and awareness
about the importance of education has a multifaceted impact on children's ability to learn in
school. Related to this most parents do not visit schools except in response to problems.
Even during the interview time the researcher invited fourteen parents of children but only

five of them were available.

Moreover, the types of help provided at home are also important factors which affect the
achievements of girls. Girls have greater responsibility for preparing food after school. The

workload of girls with in the household is likely to make them more tired.

Concerning the intervention strategies of assistance to needy project: the findings of the
study reveal that the project provides them various materials like; uniform, text books.

lunch. lotions, hair oil, sanitary pads and providing scholarship.
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Regarding to the contribution of assistance to needy project. the research participants agreed
that the support is very crucial to cop up their challenges and to Continue and succeed their
education. As a result most of the girls in the project are showing improvement academically

as well as in their self esteem.

Despite to this some of the targeted girls are not showing improvement academically and
expressively. Since one of the aims of assistance to needy project is enhancing the capacity
of school girls and address the needs and challenges of girls as potential beneficiaries. The
targeted girls as well as key informants agree that the project can do better in the promotion
of girls” education if some of the shortcomings were eliminated. In order to enhance the
educational improvements of girls the program should have additional mechanisms to deal
with the problems of girls and to cop up their challenges. The project is expected to
contribute a lot for giving a deep understanding of the problem that encountered girls’

education in the respective school.
5.2 Conclusion

The study on the contribution of assistance to needy project is expected to find out major
challenges of girls in the study area and the intervention mechanisms of the project to cop up
the challenges of needy girls. There are a number of identified factors that affect girls’
education that hindering them from having better school achievement. Based on the findings
of the study; poor economic and educational backgrounds of parents are the major
challenges of girls™ in the study area. Due to those factors students were unable to get all the
necessary materials and support from their family. As a result their educational achievement
and confidence was less. Needy student Parents’ involvement within the school is also low
and it is likely to be related to their own educational level and hence many parents are

illiterate.

Besides. the traditional gender role socialization discourages girls not to be the best in their

educational achievements rather encourages active participation in house chores and they are

burdened by household tasks. As a result, girls do not get plenty of time to read the lesson.
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Based on the findings of the study: the stipulation of scholarship, lunch. sanitary pads and
provisions of learning materials are considered as the major intervention strategies.
Assistance to needy project helped to overcome challenges of the targeted girls.
Consequently. these interventions were rallying round girls to overcome their challenges and
help them to show positive changes. Concerning the shortcoming in the implementation of
the project; it is based on simply a narrow approach of providing the necessary scholastic
materials. The project does not provide tutorial and trainings to address the challenges of the
targeted girls. As girls expressed the desire to be assisted in subjects they have difficulty
with, tutorials help them to increase their performance and improve their achievement. In
addition to that giving various trainings for girls who experience difficulties in school either
in their academic performance or self-esteem because of social factors can help them to
overcome their problems. In the contrary tutorial and trainings were not given to girls. The

other one is the project also lacks strong collaboration with the school and parents.
5.3 Recommendations

In order to bring change serious attention should be given to girls’ education and the
problems should be tackled accordingly. The study is a qualitative research and as such, it
cannot come up with all possible solution specifically geared to all problems related with the
issue. However, based on the finding of the study the following recommendations are

forwarded.

e The promotion of girls’ education should not be based on a narrcw approach of
providing the necessary scholastic materials by charity organizations like SCV. As
girls expressed the desire to be assisted in subjects they have difficulty with, tutorials
help them to increase their performance and improve their achievement. In addition
to that giving various trainings. assigned volunteer teachers to give counseling for
girls who experience difficulties in school either in their academic performance or

self-esteem because of social factors can help them to overcome their problems.

e In order to address the right target group and meet the intended goals of the project.

the school is responsible together with the girls® club and the organization in order to
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deliver the basic information for each and every student. and to make the project

very efficient and effective thus to address the right target group

e School parent committee should be founded to promote the smooth running of the
school and parents. That will help to work on gender equality., mobilizing the
community to raise their awareness on the benefit of girls” education. Parents have to
in which their daughters can get time to study. Both men and women should work

for change starting from their families.

e Community development project should be intensified so that improved economic
status would enable more families to overcome their financial problems and support
their girls” education. Since family status is the foundation of the promotion of girls’
education; government, charity organizations. community based organizations and
all the stakeholders have responsibility for this. To meet the intended goals:
workshop and awareness program should be done at community level so that parents

and community as a whole work together in the promotion of girls” education.
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ANNEXES
ANNEX 1 INTERVIEW GUIDELINES
Introduction

This study is being conducted to gather data on the contributions of NGOs in the promotion
of girls” education in the case of SCV. Your participation is very essential for the success of

this study. All information that you provide will be kept confidential. Thank you!
AAN INTERVIEW GUIDELINE WITH GIRL STUDENTS

I. School’s name:

2. Child’s age:

3. Child’s sex:

4. Grade:

5. When was the child started to get benefit from the project? (Year)

6. The family status (income. occupation. education. family size (number of children). with
whom the child lives at present, whether both parents are alive or not. whether parents live

together or separated. etc)

7. With whom the child lives at present, whether both parents alive or not, whether parents

live together or separated?

8. How did you get involved in the project?

9. The challenges/ problems the child had before getting support of the project.
10. The type of support the child gets from the project.

I'1. What is the benefit of the support? i
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12. In what ways does the support you get from the project contribute to improvement in

your academic achievement?
13. What problems are observed in the implementation of the project?
14. How do you think your participation in the project will affect your future life?
15. Has your participation in the project changed your role in the school community? How?
B. Interview guideline for the school director
1. When was the assistance to needy project started in the school?
2. How was the beneficiary girls selected?

. What are the major challenges of the girls’ students in the school?

(5]

4. What steps have been doing to overcome these challenges regarding the project goals

and objectives?

5. In what ways does assistance to needy project support girl students?

6. How many girl students are supported by assistance to needy project in the school?
7. What are the criteria“s used by the project to support individual girl students?

8. Do you believe that the support to the girls has a positive impact on their school
attendance and academic achievement? In your opinion what should be done in promoting

¢girls education?

9. As the school director what is expected from you and the concerned stakeholders to

scale up the project?
10. Do you have anything to add?

C. Interview guideline for the administration of SCV

1. When was the project started?
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. What is your reason to begin the project in the targeted school?
3. What is the major objective of the project?
4. What are the major challenges of the girls” students in targeted school?

5. What steps have been doing to overcome these challenges regarding the project goals and

objectives?

6. Do you support individual girl students? If your answer is yes. what is the criteria / are

the criterion/ to support them?
7 .In what ways do you support girl students?

8. Who are the major stakeholders and collaborators of the girls support project? How do
you explain the role of stakeholders in supporting education of girls? In what ways are the

stakeholders encouraged to work together to enhance girls” education?
9. In your opinion what should be done in promoting girls education?

10. As a project administer what is expected from you and the concerned stakeholders to

scale up the project?
11. What is the impact of the project on education of girls’?

D. Interview guideline for the girls’ club representative teacher

—_—

. What are your roles and responsibilities in order to capacitate girl students?

\)

. What are the major challenges of girl students in the school?

3. What steps have been doing to overcome these challenges regarding the project goals and

objectives?
4. What is the major purpose of assistance to needy project in the school?

5. In what way does the assistance to needy project support girl students?
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6. How many girl students are supported by the assistance to needy project in the school?

7. What are the appropriate criteria used by the assistance to needy project inorder to support

individual girl students?
8. In Your opinion what should be done to promote girls education?

9. As teacher what is expected from you and the concerned stakeholders to scale up the

project?
10. Do you have anything to add?
E. QUESTIONNAIRE FOR GIRLS’ PARENT

General questions about the project and its support

I. What do you know about SCV?

RS ]

. Who is assistance to needy project?

. What kinds of support have been provided to your child by the project?

d

4. What is your attitude towards assistance to needy project?

5. Do you think that the support given by the project has brought changes in the educational

attainment of your girl/ girls™?

6. How is your girl educational achievement gotten (worse, better. or stayed the same) after

the project has been implemented?

7. What kind of support do you give to your girl (girls) in your home to increase her

achievement?

8. If you have both boy/s and girl/s. to whom do you give more responsibility in the home

affairs? (To the girl or boy)? Why?

9. Do you think girl’s can be effective and successful like boys?
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