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ABSTRACT 

This study tried to assess the contributions of NGOs in the promotion of girls' education in 

the case of Selam Children Village (SCI1 specifically in assistance to needy program, Addis 

Ababa. Qualitative research method was applied to obtain pertinent information from 

primary and secondary data sources. The case study incorporates fourteen girl students who 

are direct beneficiaries of the assistance to needy program and find out the intervention 

strategies of the organization in terms of addressing the challenges of the targeted girl 

students. The study found out that low economic status and poor educational background of 

parents, Lack of time to study at home due to heavy workload, are the major challenges of 

the girl students in the study area and lead them to failure and drop out. Scholarship, 

sanitary pads, hair oil, lotions, school uniform, text books and other school materials are 

provided to girls as intervention strategies of assistance to needy project. Absence of strong 

collaboration with the school and community and also a narrow approach of providing the 

necessary scholastic material absence of training and tutorial class were mentioned as 

shortcomings of the program . .Therefore the study has found that these interventions have 

their own contributions in order to address the challenges of the girl students and their 

schooling. Therefore based on the findings improving the social, economic and political 

capacities of families should be the major task in order to promote girls education. In view 

of this, government, charity organizations, community based organizations and all stake 

holders are accountable for this. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Backgt'ound of the s tudy 

Every human bei ng has the ri ght to education. Thi s princ iple has been proclaimed and 

confirmed in a number of important decl arations and internat iona l conve ntions. Rega rdin g 

to thi s. we can mentio n A rti c le 26 of the uni versa l decla rat ion 01' human ri ghts and the 

conventi on and recommendat ion agai nst di scrimination in education, which was adopted by 

the ge neral conference of UNESCO in 1960. Enj oyment of thi s right, however. is not always 

enslll'cd in the case of men, and even less so in the case of women, (Jacqueline, j 970) 

If the princ iple of eq uality of III en and wo men in the matter of educat io n were reall y applied , 

it would mean that g irl s wo uld ha ve access to ed ucation on an eq ual footi ng with boys and 

that rhe) woul d have the same chances of coh,ple ting their school ing . Then there wou ld be a 

g rea t Illany more of th em th an there a re at present in instituti ons of secondary h i;2 her 

ed ucat ion and thaI. in practice , they wo uld not be prevented by an y regulations, prejud ices 

or trad itions hom choosing free ly the course of s tudi es they w ished to pursue. In most 

cou lltri es, however, it is found that two o ut of three pupi ls a t primary le vels are boys and 

that girl s dro p o ut from schoo l more frequentl y and at an ea rli e r age than thei r lellow pupil s 

of the o ppos ite sex . Similarly. in more than hal f the co untri es 01' the wo rld th ere is II 

proport iona ll y small er intake of femal es in techni ca l educat ion, and they vcry often emC!" 

sect io ns prepa ring far occupatio ns whi ch are of onl y ma rg ina l importance from the point of 

view o f econom ic development and the progress of sc ience and iechnology. 

Such d iscrimin at ion does not only prevent girl s ll'orn ac hi eving complete se lf fulfill ment as 

human being, it a lso impedes th e progress of society . The palte m 01' enrollment and 

partic ipa ti on of Ethi opian girl s in ed ucat ion is s imil a r to that of. many African countrie<;. 

Statis ti c re vea ls that th e nu mber of femal e stud ents enrol led in elementary, secondHrv und 
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higher education is not equal to that of male students and characteri zcd by gender di spa rit y. 

A large number of female students drop out of school and repcat in class. Many of thcm 

concentrate in fie lds. such as. secreta ri al. nurs ing and teaching in elcmentary schools. The 

reason for such 10\V enrollment of girl s in different levc ls of education may be at tribu tcd to 

the va lues and attitudes that the Et hi opian society attaches towards educati on of girl s. Due to 

its vigo r, thi s issue of girl 's educa ti on has long grabbed the attention of researchers. 

development workers. and poli cy makers. 

Accord ing to. Genel. (/998) most parents In patriarcha l society trca t their sons and 

daughters differen tl y in regard to their future roles. aspirations, expec tati ons and education. 

130ys are encouraged in ways that \Vi ii enabl e them to ac hieve, compete and win. but gir ls 

are di scouraged to develop such traits because, they are not necessary for the stereotyped 

roles of housewives and mothers. Such an encouragcment. which the girl s are denied is a 

key factor th at helps boys to develop the sense of' compet iti veness in their educat ional 

endeavor. 

In the case of Ethiopia. the ed ucati on system had never been encouragi ng women due to the 

influences of' religions. cu ltures and other values whi ch discourage gi rl s ' pa rticip"ting in 

educat ion . For instance. formal education has been started in 1908: female school 

participation rate had remained ve l') low except in recent years where there ha\c hcen 

changes introduced by the government to improve thc solution (MOE 20IJ.f). 

- \~1' ~ 
It is now a we ll estab li shed tilet that compared to boys. girls are at a di sacl (~antage . in · (ttr f6r~ 

bo th access to and success in their education. Though the extent of di sa~ai'h~and it s 

manilcstation va ry from place to place and from culture to culturc. the inferi or posi tion oj' 

girl s' education IS uni versa l. One of the important va riables is place oj' residence . that IS 

weat her the girl li ves in urban or rural areas. Besides . a number of studies show girls' In 

rural areas are morc disadvantageous in terms of' access and success in the ir educa tio n. 

Ilowever. th is docs not mean that girl s in the cities have an easy way out. Th is situation is 

supported by the number of fe male repeaters and 10\\'cr achievement compared to their male 

countcrpart in Acldi , Ababa high schoo ls. (Gene!. 1991) 
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Regardi ng to the futu re of the ind ividual or the ruture or nati ons. the problem oj" equa l 

opportunity or access of gi rl s' to education calls lor an answer. In li ght of the above 

statements and related reasons. the enrollment of gi rl s and their active parti cipation in the 

educat ion deve lopment program is an area which requires inno vati ve approaches and 

part icipation of thc community and ca ll for co ll aboration between government and other 

partners to address such diffi culti es in more creat ive and ap propr iate l'ashion. 

In this rega rd IGOs playa sign ifican t role in the provision of various ki nds of se rvice which 

promote social reconstruction and aimed at exaillining to parti cipate active ly in the 

construction 01' educa tional institution (Zeb iba. 2012). Currentl y they have given parti cular 

allention to and invested on access and success of cd ucation by girl s' children. and thev 

have been do ing great j obs in order to fi ll the gaps which are indicated above and have 

cont ributed a lot in order to meet the Mi ll enn ium Developmen t Goals . 

Thi s study assesses the contribution 0 1" assistance to needy project in the promotion of girl" s 

ed uca ti on. Duc to the constraints of money and time the study may suffer from limitation 01' 

incl usive inforillation that unfold the nUll1 be r of NGOs. type and ki nd of assi , t3ncc and thei r 

total act ivities in the region's overall develo pment programs. particular'y in proll1oting gir ls 
~I 1 

education . ~ '.,. 

~ 
o,~ 

1.2 Statement of the problem 

It is we ll known that eq ual access of education for gir ls remains elusive in l11an y countries at' 

the world. As a resu lt. the girl chi ld encounte rs proble ill s that are not neccssa rily Ifleed by 

hcr Illale counterpart. In line with th is. di ffe rent studies have been Illadc by dit'ti.:rcnt 

re searche rs and instit utions on girl s education under di\'erse titi es: Girls Parti cipation and 

Performance in Seconda ry School SNN PR (A lemayehu, 2003), Gi rl s' Education in AI'r iea 

(Oflorma, 2009). The Contri bution ofNGOs in the Promotion of Gi rl s Education: The casc 

of .I eCCDO. "Women in Primary and Secondary School Educat ion of Add is Ababa. In 

Tesehi Brehane Selassie schoo l. (Genet. 199 1) 

-=-= 
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Eve n though. the above various studies exam ined the se riousness of the is sue. but I ha ve not 

yet come across a research on the cont ribu tions of NGOs in the prot11otion or girl s ' 

educat ion in th e case of Assistance to Needy project in Addi s Ababa cit)'. 

Thus the study dell1anded to answer the following basic questions. 

I. What are the major challenges of gi rl students in the st udy a rea? 

2. What spec ial support and intervention strategies are given by th e project to prot11otc girl s 

ed ucation in the s tud y area? 

3. What is the contribution of assistance to needy project In terll1S of addressin g the 

cha ll enges of girl students? 

4. What a re the shortcomings in th e ill1plementation or the project ancl what mechani sll1s can 

be uscd for impro vell1e nt? 

1.3 O bjectives of the study ..:r:~ 

d!'-/ , -- -rhe general obiective of th e study is to assess the contri but ions of NGOs~j 'l::tl'fe promotion 
~ l'> -- ~ 
~~...- ., v 

of gi rl s' education in the case of assistance to needy project. " '. 
~ " 

,9' 
The specific objectives of the st ud y are ; 

I. To identify the major challenges of girl s' and spec ial supports which we re given hv 

assistance to needy project to promote gi rl s' ed ucati on in the study area. 

2. To assess the contribution and intervention strategies of assistance to needy proiect in 

term s of address ing the cha ll enges or g irl students. 

'3. To examine the ac hi evet11ent of girl st ucl ents who are supported by the proj ect. 

4. To examine short comi ngs in the Assistance to Needy Project implementation and suggest 

mechanisms for improvement. 
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1.4. Operational definitions of key terms 

G irls' ed ucation : refe rs to the issue and debates surro und ing education in (primary 

education Secondary education and te rtia ry education) fo r femal es and ensurin g that they 

acqu ire the knowledge and skill s that they need to lead hea lth y, producti ve li ves and secure 

meaningful employment. It al so includes areas of gender equality access to education and its 

con nect ion to the alleviati on of poverty. 

Nongovernmenta l organization (NGO); is any non pro fit voluntary ci tizen's group ac ti on. 

whi ch is o rgani zed on a local , national or international level, usua ll y not affiliated with any 

government. that is fo rmed to prov ide se rvices or to advocate a publi c po licy . Al though 

some NGOs are for-p rofit corporati ons, the vast majori ty are nonprofit organi zations. Some 

NGOs, particul arl y those based in authoritarian countries, may be created or controllcd by 

gove rnm ents. By most definit ions. political parties and criminal or violent guerrilla 

o rganiza tions are not considered as NGOs. Therefore the te rm N GO refers to organi zat ions 

that are primaril y engaged in humanitarian , deve lopment a nd soc ial act iv iti es such as: 

re lieving pove rty and suffering, protection of the enviro nment, provision of basic serv ices. 

promoting the interests of d isadvan taged groups, coml1lun ity deve lopment Hlod advocacy. 

Project: is a sct of invo lvement and of other planned act ivities a imed at ac hi ev ing spec ific 

object ives with in a predetermined time frame and budget. 

Secondary education: refers to the schoo ls, whi ch offer a post elementary educat ion 

program. In this study it refers to the schoo l teaching grades (9- 10), 

I.S Significance of the study 

The outcome of the s tudy perhaps se rves as a feed back on the con tribut.i on of Se lam 

Children Village for concerned bodies. ft may also prov ide suggestion as to how elTorts 

should be integrated to bring better ac hi evement especia ll y in promoting girls edu cat ion. 

Moreover, it may enable informat ion exchange and experi ence sharin g between NGOs 

engaged in th e same acti v ity in diffe rent soc io-cul tura l. economi c and geographi cal sett ings. 
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Ultimately, the outcome of this paper will prov ide rcmnrking points on NGOs contri bution 

on the promot ion of girl' s ed ucat ion. parti cularl y in the secondary ed ucat ion. Furthcr. it may 

add to the literature so as to contribute to further investi gate rega rdi ng the ro le of NGOs in 

promoting girls educat ion. 

In general this study is ex pec tcd to be use ful to donor s, NGOs. thc govern ment and 

researchers in the field by providi ng fi rst hand in format ion about the role of ass istance to 

needy project in promoting girl s ' educati on. 

1.6 Delimita tion of the study 

In dccd many NGOs have a great ro le in thc pro motion of girls' education and currently the 

necd is increasing so that clear and concise study on the topic became focus ofa llention. Ye t 

because of time. money and other constraints thi s research work delimited to the 

contrib ut ion of ass istance to needy project in the promotion of girl' s educat ion in Addi s 

Ababa. The name of th e school was Selam Secondary Schoo l. 
• , ..... .:.:1 ,.. 

J 

1.7 Limitation of the study 

This study has its own limi ta tions. Some of the ma jor li mitat ions incl ude. the stud" 

conducted on l) III six cases. I-fen ce. it may suiTer from the lim itat ion of incill si, e 

info rma tion that unfo ld the nu mber of NGOs. type and kind of ass istance and their to tal 

ac ti viti es in the region' s overa ll development programs particula rl y in promoting girls 

education. Fu rt hermore. the data co ll ection was undcrtaken with in a lim ited time (March 

15- April 10. 201 3). The researcher had to spend much ti me to establish good rapport with 

informants as the type of issue ncededmme time and e lTort. 

1.8. Organization of th e stud ) 

The study has fi ve chapters. Chapter one deals with the in troducti on which includes; 

problcm of the study. statement o f the problem. general and specifi c objectives .signifi cance 

of the stud y. delimitation of the study. lim itation of the stud y and organizati on or thc stud y. 

The second chapter deal s with review of related litera ture. And chapter three. four and li ve 

i\AU 
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deal with research methodol ogy, data anal ys is and inte rpre tati o n. co nclusion and 

recommendations res pectively. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

2. Review of Related literature 

To enrich the finding this study with prior works, access ible published and unpubli shed 

material s were reviewed. This issue entertained in to sub titl es as educati on. gender In 

educati on, factors that constrain girls from educat ional parti cipation. girl s ' education In 

Ethiopia, and the ro le ofNGOs in the promotion or girls ' educati on. 

2.1 Education 

Education is life long process of formal, non fo rmal and/or in formal teaching and learning 

tha t takes place in schools, other institut ions as wel l though life ex periences. Levels of 

educat ion in modern societies can go from preschools to co ll eges and universiti es. 

Accord ing to Jacqueline (1970) education is a form of lea rning in whi ch knowledge. skill s. 

and habits or a group of peo pl e are transferred li'om one generation to the nex t through 

teachi ng, trai ning. research, or simpl y through auto didacticism. It is a right anci concerned 

with ski ll s and cOlll petences; deli ght in read ing and learni ng throughout life; basic anti subt le 

knowledge of our world and how to cope as a citi zen. to be responsible for the act ions but 

al so to stick up for you without fea r and to contribute to the we ll -being of others with 

conlidence and pleasure . Education shoul d allow all to make real choices duri ng their li ves . 

Generally. it occurs through any ex peri ence that has a formati ve effect on the Ivay one 

thinks. fee ls. or acts. 

Educa tion is the basic bui lding block of every society. [ t is a fundam ental human ri ght. not a 

privi lege of the few. It is no coincidence that parents arou nd the world demand education for 

thei r children as thei r first priority. Children themselves learn for the opportunity to rulfill 

thei r dreams. Just ask them what they wish to bc when they grow up. They want to be 

nurses. teachers. music ians. mathel11aticians. painters and farmers. Ed ucati on is the gateway 

to learning the skill s and values necessary to ru lfill those aspirat ions. (Ibid) 
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Since the right of education is recogni zed as basic human right. it sccms to fol io\\' tha t 

fcmale and male should profit equa ll y from educati on. Yet fo r centuries there was onl y lillie 

conce rn as to whether both mal e and female profi ted equa ll y by education. It was regarded 

as natura l that male should rece ive more rorma l schoo ling tha n female even though schoo l 

educa ti on is compul sory for both gender groups 

2.1.1 The Rolc of Education in Dcvelopm cnt 

Educa tion is a powerful instru ment for developmen !. Nowadays there is a general consensus 

that a positive re lat ionshi p ex ists between education and econom ic growth. According to 

Blalig (J987 cited in Ramya, 200 7) I-Iu man capi ta l theo rists argue that investmen t in 

educa tion is a major contributor to development because education has an effec t at a much 

more fu ndamental level. The hi story of economic growth and development in educati on are 

strongly interre lated to one another, and that no country has scored sound economic growth 

wi thout sound deve lopment in it s educa tion. Educat ion shoul d plav a great ro le in the 

devc lopment of indi vid uals and soc iety as a whol e by assuring economi c we ll fare. equality 

and eflic iency. 

The concept of deve lopment has got a long histo ry. Its concept has developcd and 

progressed wit h the deve lopment oCthe soc iety itse lf. For a long time developr,len l mean thc 

capaci ty to genera te an annual increase in GN P of 5-7%. without considering the 

di stribution of economic gai n. But later new conccpts came in . Accordingly. not onl y 

economic ga in was foc used, bu t the socia l aspect of deve lopment was introduced . In relatio n 

to development and human beings. it should im ply a ll fo rms o f development for people and 

through people. Thi s is in general impli es that inves tm ent in educat ion is one of the principal 

means by whi ch indi viduals and soc iet ies improve thei r we llbe ing. 

Consequentl y, in our knowledge-based wo rld , education is the single best investment 

countri es can make towards build ing prosperous. healthy and cqu itable soc ieties. It 

un leashes the opt imal potential in people, improv ing indi vidual li ve lihoods and those of 

I'utu re generations. Iral l students in low- income countries acq ui red basic reading ski lls. 171 

mi llion people could be lifted out of poverty, eq ui va len t to a 12% cut in wo rl d povert y. Yet 

a good educa tion is more than an entry poi nt into the job market. It has the power to 
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Iransform people and bring shared values to life. People around the wo rl d are connected as 

never before. In the face oj" global pandemics. conflict. c1imalc changc and economic 

turmoil, it is clcar we sink or swim together. We must fo rge a new way 01' relati ng to eaeh 

other as indi viduals. communities. and countri es . Education can cult iva tc in us a vi sion that 

sees beyond one's immediate interests to the world at large. It can give us a profound 

unde rstandi ng Ihal we are ti ed together as citi zens of the global community, and thai our 

chall cnges are intc reonnected. By ex panding educational opportunities. we can open the 

door to more eq uitable, dynamic and res ilient patterns ofglobali 7.at ion. II will be diJ'li culllo 

achieve susta inable development or lasting peace witho ut the knowledge. sk ills and va lues 

culti valed through education. Indeed. educati on is thc criti ca l thread tying together a ll om 

hopes lor the achievement of the Millennium Deve lopmcnt Goal s (M DGs) (United XII/iolls 

SecrelOry. 20/2) . 

Since education is a powerful instrument for deve lopment, inveslnlcnl in quality ed ucmi oll 

leads to more rapid and sustainable econom ic growth and dcvelopment. Educated 

indi viduals are more employab le. ab le to earn hi gher wages. cope bellcr with economi C 
.~ . 

shocks. and rai se healthier chi ldren. Bul although developing count ries have made grem 

strides over the past decade toward the Milienniul11 Development GOdls f ' Uni \'('xsal 

primary educa li on and gender equ ity. an abundance of evidence shows that Illany children 

and youth in developing coun tries leave school wi lho ut hav ing lemned much at all . Thi s is 

whv the Education Strategy 2020 se ts the goa l 01' ac hieving Learning Ic)r All . This is 

supported by ROII/yu (200 7) as Lea rn ing lor All Illeans ensuring thai all ch ildren and ,out il 

not ,iust the most pri vil eged or the smartest enn nol onll' go to schoo l. but also acql ,iJ'C' Ihe 

knowledge and skill s that they need to lead hea lthy. producri ve lil'es and secure mcani nt!I 'u l 

employment. Among the goals of learni ng for all. goal 3 Pr0111 0le gender equalil\ :lIld 

empower women. And the target is to eliminate gender di sparity in pri ma i'y and secondary 

educati on preferabl y by 2005. and al a ll levels by 2015. 

The World Educa ti on Forum. mee ting in Dakar. Senega l In April 2000, reaffirmed the 

vision of the 'vVo rl d Conference on Educati on for /\11. According 10 J()lI1tien (1 990) all 

child ren. yo ung people and adults have the 'fundamental human right' to a basic eduealion 

Ihat will develop their ta lents. improve their li ves and tra nsfo rm Ihe ir societ ies. 



Tbe contribution of NGOs in the promotion of gi rls' educa tion in th e case orscv 

Representatives of 164 cou ntries adopted the Dakar Framework for Ac tion , which laid out a 

set of ti me-bound goals and strategies for atta ining the goa l of Education fo r All (EFA) by 

20 I 5.Considerable progress had been made in moving toward the goa l of uni versa l pri mary 

education (U PE) and momentum has increased since Dakar. Some count ries ha ve achieved 

dramatic progress. Nevertheless, th is progress has been uneven. and a major efrort is needed 

to accelerate current positi ve trends. There are still more than 100 mi lli on children out or 

schoo l, and 60% of these are girl s. Overall enrolment trends sugges t that, ovcr thc last 

quarter century. considerable progress has been made in expandi ng the capacity of primary 

school systems in al l regions of the wo rl d, The tota l number of primary school pupil s rose 

from an estimated 500 mil lion in 1975 to more than 680 milli on in 1998 . If th is pace 01' 

increase were to continue, the num ber of pupil s in the world 's primary schools cou ld reach 

700 mill ion in 2005 and 770 million in 20 15. lf rea li zed, nearly all of thi s increased demand 

fo r school places would occur in developing regions - in parti cular in Southern As ia and sub­

Saharan Africa. For most developing countries, school enrolment growth of 5% per yea r 

over ;he next IS years wo uld meet the ErA goal, but several countries would have to gro w 

at up to 10% annuall y. At least 32 countri es, of which 11 are ex periencing conflict. are 

unlikel y to meet the target of UPE by 20 15, unless a serious effort is made fo r these 

countries. One region of parti cular concern is sub-Saharan Africa. where enrolment wo uld 

have to inc rease at almost three times the e ffort unde rtaken during the pe ri od 19':10-97 

(UVESCo. and 200U 3) 

Investing more in the education of girls drasti cally increases personal and social well-bei ng­

the end objecti ve of all development activ ity and is one of the best ways of ensuri ng the 

fu ture generati ons will be educated . When parents. in particular mothers are ed ucated, their 

children both boys and girls will be hea lthier, better nou ri shed and have a greater chance of 

goi ng to schoo l and doi ng well there, Therelore, investing in the educati on of gi rl s' is one of 

the fundamental ways in wh ich nation' s states and their citi zen can work together to achieve 

long term development goal s and improve bot h social and economi c standards of li"ing, 

Th is is bo rne out by numerous research studies which indi ca te that hi gh levels or girl s' 

education and development are positi ve ly correlated. It prov ides the key to secur ing 

intergenerationa l transfers of knowledge and long term gender equality and social change. 

With in the house hold for example. women education plays an important role in improving 
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fam ily health a nd nutri tion. reproducti ve hea lth as well as reduci ng child mo rtality and it has 

both private and socia l retu rn . (lbid) 

Accordin g to. MOE in th e ma instrea ming guidelines of gender in education med ia sta tes that 

equity in access to education now occupies a cent ral in th e g lobal po licy di scourse on human 

and socia l development. Gai ns made in fe ll1al e educat ion as a result of g loba l advocacy and 

dono r press ure have been signifi cance in some cases: however in others they are frag ile and 

vulnerabl e to changes in economic and soc ial enviro nments, and g irl s and women sti ll 

struggle to catch up with boys and men in the ir enro lmcnt rates and achievemen t. There has 

been progress in primary ed ucation but in the secondary ed ucation there are stil l huge gaps 

(MOE. 20 12). 

2.2 Gcndcr in cducation 

In most cases gender and sex are men ti ons as contrad ictory terms. Sex refers to the 

biolog ical d ifferences between males and females that people are born with and Ihat are 

uni ve rsal. example fema les have breasts and ma les have bea rd. Di ffe renti at ion can be 

through a ll biologica l fac ts of be ing male and female. Ge nder, on the o ther hand. reiers to 

the socia ll y constructed rol es of men. women, girl s and boys . Sociall y constructed means is 

that these ro les a re not biologica lly de termined they are part of the cultu re. va lues and 

practices of a particu lar society. Deep ly entrenched attitudes about ge nder- the attr ibutes o f 

being a woman or being a man are renected in th e responsibiliti es, rights, power and 

autho rity. needs and opportunities and constra ints of women and men within a parti cul ar 

society. Theses socia ll y de fined gender att ributes are dynamic and change overtime 

(MoFED. 2012,) 

In view of thi s gender and development s trateg ies enab le wo men and me n to dete rmi ne their 

own deve lopment both ind ividuall y and co ll ect ively. Fu rthe r both wome n and men should 

be equa ll y in vo lved fo r reasons o f justice. Deve lopment projects are more effect ive whe n 

wome n and men are in vo lved. Therefore the concept of gender eq ua lit y and gender equity 

are ve ry im portant. As depicts in the j\;loFED (2012:-13) Gender equ ity is the process of 

be ing fai r to wome n and men- such as equ itable al location of resou rces and opportun ities. 

Eq uity can be seen to be the means ancl equa lity as the encl. It con tributes to equality. 011 th e 
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other hand gender eq uali ty indicates that women and men have equal cond it ions for 

rea li zing their full human rights and for contri buti ng to and benefi ting from economic. 

social. cultu ral and political developments. And Gende r equality is the equal valui ng by 

society of the sim ilariti es and the differences of m~n and women and the roles they play. It 

is based on women and men being full pa rtners in the ir home. their comm unity and their 

society. Women and men's' similarities and differences are recogni zed and equall y valued . 

Men and women enjoy equal status. recognit ion and consideration. It also refers to equal 

access to marital welfa re, equal access to resources and opportuniti es. the abo liti on of value 

sys tem based on the belief of incq uality, equal access to parti cipation and decision maki ng. 

and equal access to control over resources and benefits. 

Both forma l and informal educat ion has the poten ti al to contribute to human developmcnt. 

Parti cularl y educating girls have lots of benefits because the re is a positi ve correlat ion ex ists 

between the enrollment of girls in secondary ed ucation and the gross nat ional product and 

increase of life expectancy. 

In line with I-Ierz and Sperling (20U-I ci ted in ROl11ya, 20/0) confi rms the bend~ t, of 

educating girls in associating with differen t setting as follows; 

AAU 

• Income growth : for both individuals and nat ions - it has bcen argued tha! return ;, to 

second:lry ed ucation. in particular. are highcr for women than IeI' men. 

• Faster' econom ic growth: again, female secondary ed ucation is shown to boost 

economic growth. 

• Mor'e productive fannin g: with associated impacts on chi ld nutrition. 

• Smaller famili es : fertil ity decline correlates most strongly with fe male schoo li ng. 

• Healthier families: greater levels of immunization of children reduced in fa nt 

mortality and better chi ld sun·iva l. 

• Educated children: educated mothers, in particu lar, invest more in thei r children·s. 

part icularl y daughters' education. 
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• Lower chances of contract in g IHY/AIDS: Illore high ly educated girl s and wOllle n 

are found to be bette r eq uipped to negotiate safe sex; young educated men are a lso 

more like ly to be aware of and use condo ms as a method of I-IIY preventi on. Aga in. 

th is finding is linked more strongly with secondary completion for girls. 

• Greater elllPowerlllent for women: impro ving the ir ability to res ist domestic 

violence; reducing their risk 0(' female genita l muti lation: and Increasing their 

po litical and democrati c participation. 

Therefore. focu sing in ge nder education has the key impact in the li \'i ng condition of the 

peop le in all countries particularly in developing cO'lI1trics like Ethiopia. I f every girl goes to 

school. they learn & contribute to society. 

As Bendera and Mboya (1998. 16). dep icts as education is close ly linked w ith people's 

health and th e ir environment, li ving conditions. chil dren's we llheing and their abilit y to 

acquire knowledge and reali ze thei r potentia l. The complex we b of relations between 

household. community and school need to be thorou ghl y understood. The challenge thus li es 

in understanding local cond itions and ensuring that reso urces, both ph ys ica l and human are 

del'C loped for the benefit of w ider society. 

1n relat ion to thi s vie w. Kabeer (/999) wrote: 

. I. qJ..~ 
The ways in w hich women are diffe rent frolll men, in te rms oJ the ll' 

b;ological ca pac ities and in te rm s of the soc iall y constructed disad va ntages 

wOlll en ['ace re lative to men. (p.37) 

, 

Girl s face a unique set of barri ers to ed ucat ion , such as child marri age . earl y pregnancy. and 

expec tat ions I'e la ted to domestic labor. unsafe travel and a lack of sanitary fac iliti es . Many 

co untri es do not g ive va lue to girl s' ed ucation , w ith th e result that fe wer girl s enroll and 

those who do are more likel y to drop out. Some 34 m illi on adol escen t g irl s are out of schoo l 

around the world. and \,yo men make up nearl y two th ird s (a lmost 500 million) of the world' s 

illiterate ad ults. The gender gap has s igni['i cantl y narrowed in primal'Y ed ucation bu t there 

has bcen limited progress at the secondary level. (United Nations Secretmy-Gcncrol. ll)f 1) 
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There are, a number of education studies with in a number of countries which confirmcd 

females participat ion in education is characterized by sex ual diffe rences. In relation to thi s 

view, Kane (199-1 cited in Alemayehl/, 2003) wrote: 

"Educalional .Iyslem in 1110.1'1 cOllnlries has been erea/ed fiJI' boys no/ 

inlenlionally. hUI Ihe erreCI is Ihe same. The sll/denl is seen as person who has 

lime 10 sludy: whose work al home is nOI essenlial 10 Ihe household: who is 

nol physically, clllIl/rally or spirill/ally endangered in Ihe school selling, 'I'ho 

is nOI expecled 10 many e{l/'~y or is in danger of pregnancy: who has 

appropriale lextbooks which reflecI his concerns in life and who are laughl 

by people like him 'I'ho can acl as role model. ThaI sll/denl is a boy. The 

resources have gone in 10 have educalion even iflhey fil a g irl "(p. I 0) 

In support of the above statement Ivfargarel (1999) Ze,vide (199-1) UNESCO(l99-1) have 

confi rmed thai in most region of the world. access to any education levels is more readil y 

ava ilable to male than [e male. It was also noted that for va riety of reasons girls ' experi encc 

is considerable more difficult than boys in attending and staying in school. Recause of these 

situations, there are many countries in Asia and Africa where girl"s part icipation ral e is 

be ing inferior to that of boys. 

owadays girl" s education has been a matter or increas ing concern to the governmelll s in 

general and parents in particular. And hence educati on resea rchers througho ut the conl inents 

have stud ied girl' s education in terms of access. retention and ach ievemen t in education. As 

many research fi ndings pointed ou t due to the facto rs that attached with socio culi ure 

pressure on girl s to the ir traditi on role girl s \"ere den ied the right of eq ual acccss to 

education. MCilphy and Cipps (1996:3-1) did their research and came with the fi nding: girl s' 

ed ucat ion on most developing countries often less posilive and effect ive thall education for 

boy. In a simi lar manner research conducted in Afri ca by UN ICEF revea led thai in Ai'ri ca 

enroll ment of girl s were fa r less than those of boys at all leve ls. At primary level girl s Illade 

up on the ave rage only 42 percen t enroll ment cO l11 pa red wi th 75 percent fo r boys. Whil e 

girl s at secondary leve l account for 19 percent cOl11pared with 36 percent for boys in 1995. 

Girls are also more likely than boys to drop oul and to score lower on exal11ination 
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(UN ICEF. 1998.-16). Similarl y. the international Education conference held in Dakar. 

Senegal in April 2000 revealed acute shortfa ll s 01' girls accesscs to school and gender 

inequality. The report arti cul ated these short fa ll s in the following manner. 

"Alt hough in great number of countries notable successes in schoo l enrollment have been 

achieved, the pa rtic ipati on for girl s and women school education is still appalling. There 

were still 800 mill ion illiterate adults worldwide, and 150 million children with no access to 

forma l education system. Two third of these disadvan taged people were girl s and women. 

They are affected di sproportional because of economical or socia l reason". (UNESCO 

20005) 

In order to overcome gende r disparity. over the past decade the progress towards UPE 

(universal primary education) was accompanied by the reduction of gender gaps in all 

regions except sub-Saharan Africa. Whi le the gender dispari ty is not a seri ous concern in 

most of the Lat in America/Caribbean and Eastern Asia/Pacifi c cou ntries. it remains one in 

many Arab States. sub-Saharan Afri can and Southern As ian cou ntries. Importantly. gender 

di sparities are most pronounced in regions or coun tries with relatively low en rolment rales. 

Eliminate gender di spar iti es in primary and secondary educat ion by 2005, and achieve 

gender equa li ty in education by 20 15. with a focus on ensuring girl s ' full and equal access to 

and achi evement in basic educat ion of good quality (UNESCO 2001 : 13) 

In Afri ca parti cu lar ly. for the last th irty years. thcre are significant g31 ns made by the 

African governments in increasing access to ed ucati on. Yet greater challenge lies ahead if 

the goal of Education for All is to be achieved. Fi sca l crises, civil strife . political instabil ity, 

drought, endem ic poverty and persistentl y hi gh demographic pressure on education systems 

have resu lted in stagnating enrollments and dec lin ing qua lity. Other pressuring educat iunal 

concern includes poor studen t participation, high dropout and repetition on rates 10\\ 

academ ic achievement. and low teacher morale and attendance. Above all. prol1Jo ti ng 

female education is the most challenging issue (World /Jank, 1996 ciled in Zeb iba, llJl I) 

Since the ri ght of educat ion is recognized as bas ic human ri ght. it seems to fo llow that 

female and male should prot-it equa ll y fro m education. Yet for centuries there was onl y :illie 

concern as to whether both male and fe male profi ted equa ll y by ed uca ti on. it was rcgarded 
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as na tural that l11ale should receive 1110re fa 1'111 a I schooling than fel11 ale even though school 

education is cOl11pul sory for both gender groups. All in all , what l11ust be rea li zed frol11 the 

abovc research studies and report is that there are 111 0re school age girl s who do not ge t 

opportunity to go to school. Girls at all leve ls of ed ucation still account for l11uch lower 

proportion of schoo l enrolll11ent than do boys and otten they leave school ea rl ie r than their 

classJ11ates. 

The saJ11e i, true in Ethiopia. WOl11en occupy low status in the soc iety. Although they 

represent 49.8% of the popul ation and con tribute mainly to food product ion and other. thcy 

have not shared the fl'uit s of developJ11ent equall y wi th the ir l11ale counterpart. Rights such as 

access to land. cred it and other producti ve resourccs are difficult fo r wOl11 en attain. They 

al so ex perience J11ultiple forJ11s of other depri vations such as low levc ls of education rclati\T 

to men are one and the major problel11 s in Ethiopi a (Priil1e Minisler Office! Women's a/rclir.1 

Sill! seclor. 2()O-l). 

["here are certain facto rs which most countries cOJ11lllo nly share the probl ems [or girl s 

di sad vantageous in school. I-Ience .. it seems essential to highli ght at thi s level SOJ11C of" 

research findin gs on the major factor that affects the part ici pation and performance of girls 

in educa tion . 

2.3. Facto rs affecting girl's ed ucatio n ..... '. 
.,. 

Women' s parti cipation In educat ion is constrained by econom ic. soc io-cu ltural , famil ia l. 

personal and schoo l facto rs. The econolllic probl elll s relate to parents ' inab ility to scnd girl 

children to school especiall y if schools are far from ho me or girl s dl"Op out due to lack of 

tlnances. The pl"Obl em is more serious in rural areas. part iculml y in pastoral ist regions. The 

traditiona l di vision of labor in homes constrains girl s ' success in ed uca ti on. School distance 

and ha rasslllent. feel ings of di scomfo rt to participate eq uall y with men are stumbling block s 

tor fema le students . In additi on. dropou t in hi gh schoo l is fuell ed by the practice of early 

marriage and marriage by abduction (ESDP IV). 
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DitTerent studi es show that a number of' co ml11on factor s affectin g g irl s' participation which 

were grouped under the rubrics of enrolment, retenti on and learning ach ievement. In relat io n 

to thi s UNiCEF. (! 996) li sted the major factors whi ch a re affecting the achie vell1ent and 

participation of g irl s ' educat ion in Ali·ica . Some of' th em arc given below: 

1. Facto rs affect ing enrolment include: 

• povert y. 

• low parental and comll1unity attitude towards g irls ' educat ion due to socio cultural 

barriers including gender ro les. religious barri e rs and low opportuni ties opened to 

g irl s on the job market. 

• opportunity cost of send ing daughters to schooL 

• probl ems of physical accessibility including non-ava ilabilit) of girl specific 

structures. long distance to school and 

• lack of cOlllm unity action for gi rl s ' enrolment. 

• Factors afrec tin g retention. 

• lack of support/poverty. 

• pregnancy. 

• betrotha l/ Early Marriage. 

• inappropriate Curriculull1. 

• gender-Segregated Curricu lull1. 

• desire for quick mo ney. 

• Factors a ffecting learni ng / achievement include. 

• poor teacher perception. 
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• sexual harassment. 

• overburd ening household chores. 

• emotiona l instability. 

• parenf s inability to provide material s. 

• Furtherm ore the factors that are affecting g irl ' s educat ion at secondary leve l 

identifi ed by UNICEF, (1996.·6-12) are summari zed as follo w; 

Usc of girls' labor 

Gi rl s' performance in education is affected by the fam ily demand for their labor. Girl s ' 

wo rkload in the home clearly has a detrimental impact on their perl'o rmance since their 

duti es are a daily affa ir. The di vision power is total ly tilted for gi rl s are overburdencd with 

fami ly and household chores while boys enj oy plenty of time to study and freedom to 

choose what to engage in . Th is freedom reviva li st' boys and thus th ey manage to 

concentrate on studies . The situation for g irl s is quite the opposite especia ll y when it is 

compounded with their docile acceptance of what the society ex pects from them. As they 

l110'·C on, when they go to school they are at the same time gradual ly internalizing and 

pract icing what they are expected o f when they marry. 

Distance to school 

Girl s have greater responsibility for prepa ring food after school. The greater workload of 

gi rl s with in the household is li kel y to make them more tired than boys. Th is suggests that 

any di stance between schoo l and home wo uld be more determinable to girl s at thi s IVill add 

to the ir ex haustion. (ibid) 

Lack of safety and security of Girls in school 

Girl s' problems unfortunately are generall y seen In the contex t of the wider soc ial 

environment rather than re lat ing to the educational system. Howeve r, g irl s' spec ifi c 

prob lems include those of s itt ing in cramped class rooms or on the floor, lack of pri vacy due 
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to poor cond itions of latrines, lack of necessary faci li ti es for girls' menstruat ion and lack of 

guidance from teachers during puberty. Schools may have inadequate latrines to 

accommodate pupils' needs. While some have easy access to clean running water, others do 

not and most schools in Africa do not provide water nea r latrines. Also the issue of girl s 

being teased affects their enthusiasm fo r interact ing during a class peri od. Inadequate act ion 

has been taken to avoid the potential fo r sexual harassment with in schools (.Jacqueline, 

1970) 

Low parental involvement for their children's education 

Most parents do not visit schoo ls except in response to problems. Parents' in vo lvement 

withi n the school is like ly to be related to their own educational level and hence many 

illiterate parents may need encouragement to become invo lved in the schoo l. Such 

in vo lvement is likely to have high returns, both in terms increased potentia l for contributions 

and solving problems regarding pupi ls' attendance. Weak parental attitudes to wards 

ed ucati on (particular ly not encourag ing daughters to acq uire a good educat ion) are al so 

cr itical to pupils' pe rformance. (ibid) 

The tacto rs that affecting girl s education at secunda ry level are iden ti tied by dilh:ren t 

scho lars; for example (Zelvdie, 199-1); (Flora and Wolf, 1990): (Nal11l1ddu. 1992;: and 

(Mosimakook, 1997), cited in (Alel11ayehu, 2003) were: socio cultural barr ier, hard liv ing 

condition of the fa mil y, residence, demand of labor. marriage, girl s own self concept gender 

biases, class room practi ce and the prevail ing of unemployment of school leaver. 

In addition studies in Botswana, Nyali ROl11agobo (1996) and Southern Africa i'viannalhoko 

(1992) cited in Zebiba, (20ll) have indicated that the socia cu ltural factors, economic 

fac tors, and schoo l related factors are the major causes why girl s are not enrolled and ha ve 

less participation in school. 

2.4 Girls' Ed ucation III Ethiopia 

In many Afri can countri es women's participation In education is low. The enroll ment at 

elementary, secondary and terti ary levels of education is characterized by gender di sparity. 
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A large num ber of lema le studen ts drop out of school and repeat in a class. Many ol'thcl1l 

concentrate in fi elds such as secretarial. home economics, nu rsing and teach ing In 

clementary schoo ls. The pattern of enrollment and participati on of Ethiopian women In 

educat ion is similar to that oi' many Afri can countries. Stati sti cs revea l that the number of 

fe male students enroll ed in elementary. sccondary and higher education is not equal to that 

of male students. The enrolll1lent and academi c reco rds of female students in the high 

schools of Addis Ababa shows tha t a good number of them repeat in a gl'ade or drop OUi. and 

in most cases fa il in the national exam (ZelJldie. 1998) . 

At the time when the current Educa ti on and Train ing policy was introduced In 1986 E.C. 

Eth iopia li sted one of the lowest literacy rates in the world . There has been a high 

pe rcentage of illiterate people and a large number of schoo l age chi ldren part icul arl) girl s ' 

who had nOI hadlhe opportunity to go to the formal schoo l system. In recent yea r. despilc all 

Ihe effo rts do ne throughout the country. the flow of female students to school is incrcasing 

double times than it was before 1986. However. thc proportion and the partici pati on rate of 

gi rl s secondarv levc l is still mini mal and at the back oi·male. Aware of these fac ts in the last 

fe\\' years. va ri ous studies and surveys were conducted on female educa lion in Ethiopid. 

rel"l ecting concern s about the l o\~ ' magnitude of school parti cipat ioll vI' girls (AI<!m(l.r~'I1l!, 
'. ~" 

lOO] ) 

The mai n goa ls of Ethiopian ed ucation policy mc improving access to qualit) basic 

educa tion. In order te make sure that all children. yo ungste rs and ad ults. with particul ar 

emphasis on fcmales. acqu ire the competencies. sk ills. va lues and alt itudes enab ling them to 

participate full y in the social. economic and poli tical deve lopment of Eth iopia and to sustain 

equitable access to qual ity secondary education services as the basis and bridge to the 

demand of the economy for middle level and higher level human reso urces. Gender equa li ty 

was already a major priority area and a croSS-CUlling issue. 

As a consequence of concerted affirmative action (ent ry requirements. and r-ina ncial support 

such as a pilot scholarship program and tutoria l suppo rt programs) and overall expansion. 

the gender parity index (GP I) has considerab ly improved in ['avo r or fema les. At !lrst and 

second cycle primary. l'or GER. it increased respectively from 0.87 and 0.60 in 2004/05 to 

-
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0.93 and 0.92 in 2008/09. Girls' compl et ion rate a t g rades 5 and 8 al so improved in wh ich it 

has increased from 49.5% in 2004/05 to 78.4%. Desp ite this major achieve ment, the gender 

gap in education prevail s at a ll leve ls of the system. The gap becomes more visible as one 

goes hi gher up th e educational ladder. The share of gi rl s admitted to prepa ratory edu cat ion is 

onl y about a third. The number of female students in T VET is close to male students, but a 

closer look revea ls that female students are concentra ted in areas that are considered 

fema le·s. Among those enrol led in gove rnment institutio ns for a 2 or3 year diploma program 

16.2%, fo r the fo ur-year degree program 22.5%, for the Masters Degree program 9.2%. and 

for Ph.D. programs 6.4% were women. In Non- F:ornl a l Educat ion (NFE) women 's 

enrolment and success rate is al so lower than men· s. lo r reaso ns similar to those for formal 

educa tion. The number of female teaching staff has also evolved considerabl y, bu t fe males 

still remain LInder-represented in all but ECCE (Earl y Chil dhood Care and Education). The 

share of women amo ng primary schoo l teachers increased slowly from 35 .6% in 2004105 to 

37.2%in 2008/09 and from 8.5% to 11.7% over the same peri od in grades 9 to I~. The 

number of fema les in admini strative and leadershi p positions remains extremely low (ESDP 

IV, 10 I 0120 1/ ~ 2U 1-1120 15) 

Desp ite a ll th e efforts made throu ghout the country. currently the !low of fema le students to 

school is increas ing double times than it was before 1986. However. the proportion and the 

participation rate of gi rl s in secondary leve l is still minimal and at the back or male. Aware 

of these facts in the last few years. various stud ies and surveys we re conducted on female 

education in Ethiopia, refl ecting concerns about the magnitude at ' schoo l parti ci pntioll of 

girl s'~ 

Cenel (1991) Seyoul11 (1986 and 1991) ASlede ond Kebede (1988) are some of the studi es to 

mention and the findings were: Less number of g irl s than boys was enrolled in all leve ls of 

education. As grad es increase, the number of girl s' dec reases in comparison with that o f 

boys. more g irl s than boys' dropout, the percentage of girl repeaters was s li ghtl y hig her than 

that of boys. Girl students are more likely than boys to score lowe r 011 the ir examination. 

The reasons given by these studi es for g irl s' low participation and performance are centered 

on what might be pe rce ived as demand of labor, earl y marriage, no awareness of val ue of 
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educat ion on the part or parents, 101·1' economic standards of famil y and some other school 

des ignated factors. 

The new educati on and training po li cy of Ethiopia has addressed the importance of girl s' 

education and among others it clearl y stated that the government wil l give financial support 

to rai se the partici pation of women in education. It Illl'lher stated that. special at tenti on 

wo uld be given to the pa rti cipati on or: recruitmcnt. trai ning and ass ignment of fe male 

teachers. Additi onal ly one of the specill c objectives of the Educational Train ing poli cy of 

Et hiopia is to gear education towmds reorienting society' s attitude and va lue pertain to the 

role and contributions o f women in development. 

Therefore. the empowerment of girl s' and women is the criti ca l area conce rn for Eth iopia as 

povc rty reduction. 

.'-
2.5 . The Role of NGOs In the promotion of girls' education 

The term NGOs can be app lied to any nonprofit organ ization that IS independcnt from 

gove rnment. It may include fou ndations. educational institurions. churches and other 

reli gious groups and mi ss ions. medical organ izations. cultural groups. [I S well as vo lun tary 

agencies (Freedll1an J. 199./) 

In supporting the above statement. Tholl1pson (l9YIJ: 18) describes NGOs as organizati ons 

that are formed by people who have a common goal and cooperate on voluntary bas is to 

achieve their common interest out of the state or inkr governmental structures. and me not 

directl y at the se rvice of govcrnments or other agencies. but can assist programs started by 

governments. In the context of Eth iopia Df'f'C ( 1990: 11 2) defines NGOs as a humanitari an 

pri vate organizat ion which, using its own resources. part icipate in project activi ti es wi th a 

view to join in the government' s effort to eliminate pove rty. 

Based on the above defini tions. NGOs are establi shed in order to meet felt-needs in the 

society. NGOs are typica ll y va lue based orga ni zat ions that depend in whole or in part on 

countable donat ions and voluntary services and varv significantly acco rding to philosophy. 

purpose. experti se. program app roach. and scope of' ac ti viti es. Furthermore, it reveals that 
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NGOs often are successful intermed iaries between actors in the development area, building 

bridges between people and com ill unit ies on one side. and governments. development 

agenc ies and deve lopment institutio ns and donors on the other hand. They have also a rol e 

in stimulating the participation of the poor with greater socia l eq uity in service deli ve ry 

systems. In thi s rol e. unden iabl y NGOs, along with others, have a rol e in strengthen ing the 

ability of citizens and di sadvantaged groups to partici pate more fully in soc iety and 

eventual ly contribute to the emergence of stronger civi l society. 

[n most Countries of the developing world , non states p roviders have had a longer 

engage ment with education service provision. NGOs can be major contributors and are 

general ly committed to ensuri ng th at ed ucation reaches the poorest, most di sadvantaged 

groups. Thi s landscape also incl udes commercial pro vi ders - a rapidl y growi ng sector and 

community groups such as religious bodies. 

Non-governmental and civi l society actors are visible on the overall institutional landscape 

of Ethiopian society . For tbe last two decades th e cOll1 munity has had, in re lative terll1s. 

some favorab le ll10ment for g rowth in size, diversifi cation in makeup and self organiza tion 

for activc parti cipation in the nationa l soc ia econo mic process li ke other Afri can countries . 

As a res ult of thi s. CSO/NG Os are widely di stributed and can be found in a ll regions of the 

country in general , Oromia and Addi s Ababa have more operational NGOs in particular. In 

view oftbis, NGOs has been engaged in diverse acti v iti es in the education sector for quite a 

long till1 e. During the current decade, the emphasis or the organi za tions engaged in the 

educatio n sector has been broadl y to hel p the country meet the Millenniull1 Deve lopment 

Goals of pri mary education for all and to bring about a llluc b greater ll1easu re of equity and 

equa lity in education. They have given particular attentio n to and in vested on access to 

education by girl children and improving the opportunities of such children to continue with 

their education (Dessalegn, et.al, 2008). 

According to the registry of 1\1[0£, (200'1) a total of 2.305 o rgan izations have acquired lega l 

registration at federa l level. Local NGOs accounted fo r 75% (1.742) of the total. whil e 

International NGOs were 234. T here we re a lso 149 professiona l associations and 125 civic 

advocacy gro ups. Particularl y the size of local NGOs rep resented sign ificant numerical 
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strength compared to where it was some five years back. In addition to the federal-level. 

regions. too , ha ve registered many more local ized NGOs, and if inc luded the tota l number o f 

fonnally registered CSOINGOs are expected to be more than 3,000. 

CSO/NGOs are w idel y di stributed and can be found in a ll Regi ons of the country. Oromia 

and Addis Ababa ha ve more operatio nal NGOs (229 and 2 17. respective ly), while Dire 

Dawa, Harm and Gambella have the least num bers (II, 12 and 1 I, respect ive ly) . In Eth iopia 

th ere a re 2050 projects, out of these. 302 are worki ng in educati o n sector and girls and 

women empowerment. 

In view of thi s. vario us NGOs are partic ipating in the ed ucation sector to contribute in the 

improvement of ed ucational access. quality and eflic iency. Among them UN ICE F is the 

main actor and com mitted to inc rease its actio ns in order to accelerate progress on girl s 

education in Eth iopia . 

Accordi ng to the aforementioned points girl s' education is one of th e basic vita l inputs that 

are important to huma n deve lopment. Due to socio cultura l and school re lated factors can be 

the major chr.llenges fo r girl s' education espec ial Iv fo r deve loping countr ies like E:hiopia: 

NGOs have immense contribut ion in order to fill th ese gaps. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Thi s chapte r d isc usses abou t the research des ign, sa mpling techniq ues, data col lcet ion 

procedu re and admini s trati on in the ti e ld and data analys is techniques . 

3.1 The Research Design 

The major o bj ective o f thi s study is to assess the contribution o f NGOs in the promotio n 01' 

g irls ' educat ion in the case of ass istance to need y projcc t. Qualitative research method ology 

was the appropri ate approach because it he lps the resea rcher to undertake deep ex plo rati on 

of the subject and to present fi ndings from the parti c ipant" s experi ences and point o f views. 

Within thi s methodology, the researcher emplo yed a case stud y, 

I-knee, case s tud" focuses on th e instan ce (or few ins tances) of a parti cular phenomena with 

a view to prov idi ng an in-depth acco unt of eve nts, re lat ionships, experi enccs or processes 

occurrin g in th at pa rti cular instances (Murten, 2003:32). 

3.2 The study area 

The stud y area was SE LA M C HILDREN VILLA GE (SCV) and found in Addi s Ababa c it y . 

The researcher had chosen thi s orga ni zation purposive ly due to its acti ve participation in the 

promotion of girl s ' education as we ll as enhancing the capacity o f women, SC V has divcrse 

projects who are dealing w ith community probl ems, A mo ng them, th e researcher iocused on 

ass isIance to needy pro ject as a res ult of its direct in vo lve ment in supportin g schoo l girl s to 

upgrade the ir educat io na l achi evement and promote gir ls educati on. 

SCV (Selam chil d ren v illage), was fo unded in 1985 as a local an d fai th based 

nongove rnmental organizatio n w ith the support of peo pl e from Switzerland, The main Ii e lds 

of activ ities are chi ld ca re, educa tion and vocat ional training, The vision oCSelam children' s 

vill age in child ca re program is to enable orphans ancl destitute comm unity chil dren to 
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improve their life and holi stically develop as cit izens. In line with thi s, SCV has been 

in vo lved in address ing the problems of children by bringing them to the level of se lf reliance 

and self support. The children under the program are provided wi th basic necessities like 

food, clothing, health care, and li fe skill , educat ional and trai ning services. Curren tly. Selam 

child ren village supports 382 students in two villages. SCV contai ns the orphans living. 

schoo ls and many other service giving sectors and also voca tional training center (Selam 

technique and vocat iona l co ll ege). 

SCV started to engage in providing educational serVIces In 1988. by establi shing Selam 

schools (one kindergarten. two pri mary schools and one secondary school). The objec ti ves 

were to provide quality educa tion to ch il dren from Selam chil dren hClmes and also to the 

comm unity at large. Over the past 25 yea rs of service in the education secto r. Selam has 

contribu ted a lot in providing and promoting quali ty ed ucation and in raising enrolment ratio 

of school age children in its area of operat ion. The demand fo r enro llment has been 

increasing annuall y. Eighty fi ve percent of students come from the com munity of whi ch the 

majo riti es are those fro m destitute fam ilies. The schools have suitable environment for the 

lea rning teaching process and fClr the academic success of Selam students. 

Amollg Ihe Illlmber of gi rl st udents in the study area. in 20 12113 academic year there \,vere 

244 gi rl s in the school among them 13 gi rl s were orphans who are living in Selani Children 

village (SCV) and get holi sti c support. Furthermore. SCV supports 37 gi rl students in 

ass istance to needy project, for the underprivileged fami lies. The promotion rate of 12th and 

10'" grade students was 85 percent. 

Moreover the competence and achievement of female students is low. To find out the 

reaso n the school conducted an assessment in January 2005 at Selam Secondary School. 

Then the assessment came up wi th. Girls' from des ti tute fami lies are exposed to high 

dropout and repetition rates. Therefore girls' acknowledged in the school as potential 

benefi ciari es. EnJlancing the capacity of school gi rl s is one of the major aims of the project 

to add ress the needs and challenges of girl s. These goa ls accompli shed through provisions of 

schoo l uniform. text books, sanitary pads. lunch and other schoo l materi als to the destitute 

fami lies. (Sela/l"l children's viI/age 25'" Anniversary NUI'13-19, 2011) 
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Assistance to needy project 

The Ass istance to the Needy Proj ect provides funding for emerge ncy reli e f fo r right-holde rs 

or Se lam ch il dren ·s vill age. Thi s project is a foundationa l program that supports destitute 

peop le an case by case bases. The praj ect has reached a vari ety a f people fac ing di verse 

prablems. 

The abjecti ve af thi s program maintains to have consistent fu nd ing fo r shart tc rlll relief 

projects that aid desti tute peop le in means of li v ing a llawance and/a r o th er short te rlll fi scal 

ass istance. A lso. to fac ili tate short te rm programs and projects that use fi sca l a id to. empawer 

right holders in basic needs and in va ri a us areas 0.1" li ve lihaad in ord er eventuall y lead to sel r 

suffici ently at same level. The suppa rt is na t based on spec ifi c c ri ter ia. The Ass istance to the 

Needy fu ndi ng cases wi ll be eva luated on immediate and spec ifi c bases by a set manage ria l 

task fa rce. The pe rsa ns a ided by fi sca l means wil l be na tified and the timing a ll owed wil l be 

based on the case. Th is praj ect is solely dedicated to support aged wa men. chil dren and 

g irl s' with the aim afmakin g the needy became se lf- suffi c ient c itizens. The projec t warks in 

the lol lowing areas: 

• Scrve the needs afthe most vulnerabl e- particularly wo men and ehildren(g irl s) 

• Provide suppart to e lde rl y peaple. 

• Prav ide various assistance and pro-paor pragrams that bri dge emergency rel ier 

• Promote se lfre liance and rehab ili ta tion a fmargi nali zed communit ies. 

• Prav ide hea lth service 

• Provide scholarshi p opportunity fo r marginal ized chi ldren to have access for and 

training. 

• Provide lunch se rvices far students who. canna t arfo rd to came w ith lunch box . 

• Prov ide ed uca tional materia ls. uniform. sanita ry pads. 
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3.3 Resea rch participants 

The Resea rch participants were fourteen girl s (di rect target group). Amo ng them eigh t girls· 

were lOG O pa rti cipants and s ix of them were interviewees. They were learn ing in Se lam 

Seconda ry School. Furthermore. key info rmants such as the target schoo l d irector. girls ' 

c lub representative teacher, the adm ini stra ti on of assistance to needy project and pa rents 

were invo lved. In an attempt to find out how the project interventio ns have brought the 

intended progresses and to fi nd out the shortcomi ng; it was ve ry essenti a l to include these 

key informants as research partic ipants. It is believed that they co ul d have more info rm ati on 

about the proj ect' s contributions towa rds the promotion of girl s' edu ca ti on. 

3.4 Sa mpling techniqucs 

Using purpos ive sampli ng techn iques, the resea rcher had chosen participan ts those who 

we re direct ly benefi ted from the project. Based on thi s fo urteen students were appointed 

purposive ly. Regarding to students; a ll of them we re learning in Se lam Secondary School; it 

was founded by SCY. The interviewers were six gi rl s and appo in ted pu rposive ly. (lVho 

were direct beneficiary of the assistance to needy project) from thc 10ta l of 37 g irl students. 

based on thei r first semester result. In order to see thei r trends fro m d iffe rent perspect ives 

and to see the ir positive change they got li·om the project; the g irl s we re se lected from two 

categories . Three g irls' who performed below fi fty and three o f them scored the hi ghest 

li·om the targeted group (above seventy) . 

The other g roup was FGD gro up and it contains e ight g irl s. They appointed purposively 

because of they we re sco red between sixty and seventy averages. T herefore, th e targe t 

schoo l director. the g irl s ' c lub representa ti ve teacher, the admini strati on of ass ist:lllce to 

needy project and parents of the ta rgeted groups lVere purposively se lected , who were 

directly working in th is area and directl y related with the students . 

In line with thi s, the target schoo l di recto r, the g irl s' club representative teacher. the 

admin istratio n of ass istance to needy project and pa ren ts of the ta rgeted groups were 

pu rposive ly se lected. who were directly work ing in this area and d irectly related with the 

students. 
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3.5 Da ta collection tools 

Since the stud y was qua litative research design , it in vo lved assess ing the deep feel ings a nd 

views of girl students who were directl y invol ved and engaged in the project. Thus. both 

primary and secondary data sources were appli ed for col lecting information . In-depth 

interviews, FG D and document review were the tools of data gatheri ng. 

3.5.1 Interview 

Qualita tive interviews are special kinds of conversations or speech events that are used by 

researche rs to ex plore informants ' exiJeri ences and interpretations (Mishler. 1986: 39). 

Qualitati ve resea rch ers use interviews to uncover the meaning structures that participants 

use to organize their experi ences and make sense of th e ir wo rl ds. These meaning structures 

are often hidden from direct observation and taken fo r granted by participants and 

qual itative interview techniques offer too ls for bringing these meanings to the surface. 

The study focuses on the intervi ewees ' point of view therefore deep intervie\·\ s were 

im plemented. The in terviewers were six targeted g irl s. gi rls ' c lub representati ve teacher. 

parents and the admini stration of assistance to need y project. All interviews were conducted 

in Amharic and reco rded. 

Intervi ew with the six cases were conducted in the schoo l library from March 15-23. Each 

student was interviewed fifteen open ended questions. 

Interview with parents were thirteen open ended items and they focu sed on the proj ect and 

its support. It was he ld from March 24-27. 

Interview with the director of the school contains ten open ended ques tions and conducted 

on March 28. 201 3. 

In terview with the adm ini st ration of the assistance to needy proj ect conta in eleven open 

encl ecl questions. It was conducted on April 1,201 3. 
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3.5.2 Focus grou p disc lI ss ion 

A fo cus group is a sma ll ga th ering of pa rtic ipants who are re lated to the phenomenon o r 

interest and can answer ques ti ons for one to two hours in genera l and trul y encompasses 

both a techl1i que fo r co ll ecting data and a samp li ng process . It is es pec iall y useful in helpi ng 

to in vestigate why people hold the views they do, prec ise ly because a key aspect of group 

parti cipation is the need fo r members to explai n opi nions and altit udes. especiall y whcn 

cha llenged by others. when asked to respond to a question or to prov ide fu rther justillcati on 

lo r what they ha ve do ne or said durin g the group encounter. (David and ivlar/ene, 2006: j 12) 

1·lence this study appli ed FGD among eight students of the d irect bene fi ciaries of the project 

as one of the too l of data gathering. The FGD guidc items were thineen and include general 

questi ons about the school , the educat ional attainment of girl s in respect to the bendi t or the 

project and th e shortcoming in the impl emen tat ion o f the project we re di scussed. It was 

cond ucted on April 10, 20 13 from 9-lla. m and was fac ilitated by two assistances and the 

researcher as we ll . 

3.5.3 DoclIment review 

In addition to the primary sources. secondary dat a sources such as report cards 01' th e 

part ici pants. dail) a ttendance. and journal s of the organi zation based on the con texts in 

which such pheno mena occur was referred. 

3.6 Data analysis 

In th e educati onal research there are va rious methods and procedures fo r data analysis. The 

information gained through in-depth inte rview, key informant in terview and FGD were 

conducted in Amhari c language and in each day aftcr data co ll ection it was trans lated in to 

Engli sh. The coll ected data were orga ni zed in line with the research questio ns and objecti ves 

of the research and analyzed using qualitati ve data analysis procedures that in volve brcaking 

do wn the info rmation into d ifferent themes and categories. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

4. CASE PRSENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 

4.1 Case presentations 

The major obj ecti ve of the paper is to assess the contri butions of NGOs in the proillotion or 

girl s' education in the case of ass istance to needy project. The qual ita ti ve data were 

co llected using in-depth interviews from six girl students and FGD of eight girl s (who were 

direct benefi ciaries of the project), key in fo rmants which incl ude the projec t administrat ion. 

the target school director, girl s' club representati ve teacher and parents or girl s. Seconda ry 

sources such as proposal , reports. attendance sheet and repo rt cards were reviewed to gather 

relevant information. 

The data presented In thi s chapter focus on answcrlng the ["o ll owing basic research 

questions. 

I. What are the major challenges of gi rl students in thc study area~ 

2. What are the contributions and intervention strategies of assistance to need) project to 

overcome the chal lenges of girls? 

3. How is the achievement of direct ta rget girls in the study area? 

4. Wha t are the shortcomings in the implementation of the program? 

The major categories used fo r the data presentation and ana lys is are as follows 

• Bac kgro~111d info rmation 

• Major challenges of the targeted gi rl students 

• J11lervention strategies or assistance to needv project in terms of gi rl students 

challenges 
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• The educational achievements of th e targe ted gi rl students 

• The sho rtcomings in the implementation orthe program 

The cases were g iven fiction names which are not re lated to their rea l names. Based on the 

findings the sto ry was narrated as follows: 

4.1.1 Case OIlC 

Background inrol'maHon and major challenges 

Hame lmal was s ixteen years o ld and tenth grade stud ent at Selam secondary schoo l. She has 

been living with her parents. She has lWO younger and one elder sib ling. Regarding her 

parents ' education both are illiterate, her mother was a housewife and her father was a daily 

worker. Due to their economical problems they couldn't afford to pay the school fee. But the 

efforts made by the teachers helped her to be supported by assistance to needy project 

startingll·om October. 20 11 . 

!-lame lmal was sm il ey girl with an attraction facial appearance. attracting fac ial express ion. 

Duri ng the interview peri od she was tidy with her light blue T-shirt and gray sk irt school 

uniform. As she joined the project, she got sani tary pads, hair oil, school material s and 

basica ll y schol arship. 

In line wi th this, guided by the data collected from the interview, the following points cou ld 

elaborate more the benefits wh ich !-lamel mal has got 11·om the project. 

Academ ic performance and self confidence 

Befo re I-lamelmal, joined the project she was not attendi ng class properly. She was absent 

regularly and being hopeless both in her education and life. She was very ambitious to 

cOlllinue learning in Se lam School because of the commitment of teachers and the discipli ne 

of the school. 
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As already menlioned. "when I lIIas in grade seven and eighl m)' parel1fs 

couldn 'I pay Ihe schoolfee on lime. Therej(JI'e I 'I'as worried a 101 and didn 'I 

go 10 school. This made me 10 be absenl./i"om classes. " 

Educational researchers demonstrate that to succeed in academic achievement, chi ldren must 

atlend school consistently . Exposure to curriculum comes from being in school. 

Hamelmal's educat ional achieve illent in grade sevcn and eight was not reillarkable and 

sOllletimes even unsa tisfac tory, because she was not mo ti va tcd to study as well as not 

attended class we ll . As a resu lt she scored only passing Illa rk . But after she has enrolled in 

the project she becaille ambitious and sensi ti ve fo r her class. As she sa id because of 

assistance to needy project. she beca ille visionary and has bright dreams beyond her sc hool 

achieveillent. Because of that she became one of the top ten students and she ranked 9 out 0 f 

44 students at the end of the first seillester. In line with thi s; 

"NOH!, f am no more worried ab01l1 school ./ee and sanilOlY pads. Because I 

have assislance 10 needy projecl who supporls me as a mother. I really wal1f 

10 Ihank Ihell1. Olher Ihan Ihe supporl, Ihe developmenl o./responsibility Ihal 

lay dOll'n on m)' shuuldel' allIIays encourages me 10 ./ocus on myeducalion. II 

really lI1akes lI1e slrong and responsible. The a/her sludems arc gelling 

educa/ion by paying mane), bu/ I amfi·ee. To me /his mean.\' alaI. " 

Self confidence is usua ll y the result of high regard. I-lav ing posit ive estee lll can be 

deve loped through prope l' social esteeill . The other thing Hamelillal was getting \Vas the 

moral support. "[ .feel like 1 have someone 10 help l11 e, I am nOI alone. This ./eeling is a 

cOllnlless /0 me because il raises lI1y confidence 10 speak my vie,I', /hough!: ask qllesliol7s 

Feely elc" 

After all she has been consideri ng herself as a full pe rson and long sighted. She is always 

sharing her Ii fe experience to her peers and te ll s thelll how to be successful th rough big 

challenges and obstacles. She has been shown reillarkable progress in her schooling 

pa rt icu larl y and in her life genera ll y. Actuall y one of the objectives of ass istance to needy 

project is to empower and promote girl student s achieve lllent. J-i allle lllla l stayed in the 
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project for two yea rs as a resu lt her school achievement can be a good witness for her 

progress. She thanks ass istance to needy project for the support as; 

Now C/ day lfeel God prepared this project /01' me, because they are velY 

supponive and cooperative. I am always(i'ee to ask whatel'er question J had. 

I (1m velY happy by attending class in this lowly school. Currently I am one 

of (he top ten students in my class, ram empo1l'ered and con/idem to aI/end 

class. For this, J give many thanks/or assistance /0 needy project. 

She added that. her thanking al so goes to the girl s' club. Because of, the chance she got to 

speak and read a poem in front of students during girl s ' club meet ing and it brought progress 

and encouraged her to get more confidence. She wishes if all gi rls get a chance like her and 

she observes still there are lots of girl s in the commun ity as well as in school who look for 

va rious supports either from the school or the proj ect. In turn some gi rl s are gelling support 

from the project even though they have the capabil ity to cover their ex penses. 

4.1.2 Case tw o 

13ackgr·ound information and major challenges 

Frehiwot Bekel e was fifteen yea rs old and 9'h grade student at Se lam secondary school. She 

has bcen li ving with hc r fa mily. Her fa ther was a da ily labo rer and educated onl y up to grade 

six. Her mother was a housewife and il literate. Frehiwot has a yo unger brother. Starting 

from 20 10 she got schol arship from assistance to needy proj ect. which provided her with 

sanita ry pads. and learning materi als. The following poi nts could be elaborated more how 

the project was im portant fo r her lea rning achievement. 

J3efOl'e she got the support; in order to pay school fec. to fulfi ll her bas ic needs li ke lea rning 

materia ls, lotion and san itary pads and also to support he r famil y economica ll y; she wo rked 

as a petty trader afier class. She had no time to study and her school ac hievement has been 

not as su.ch good. She had on ly passing mark . Thi s tiresome and busy life hindered her peer 

relat ion. even to play with her friends and co lleague. 
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NOI only Ihal inlhe 'guilil ' (a sma ll market place in a vi ll age). boys(orced me 

10 lalk 10 Ihem or olher Ihings. Our home is veIY .fc". ji'om Ihe 'gllilil' Ihen I 

was in secured andfi'uslraled 10 come back home al nighl. Even one day Cod 

saved me ./i'0111 cruel man. II was on Friday, 2009. / was Ihe YOllngest girl 

among the l/'Ciclers and I sold 1IIhal I had. The lime was arollnd 12.30 in the 

evening, and I slaned walking 10 home. When I reached to Ihe nearby 

neighbors someone came fast and hold my lefi hand. / struggled 10 /'lin Olll of 

his hands. Then J shouted 'I'ith louder voice. He slapped me hardly. Afier Ihal 

/ fell on the ground and hurt severely. Laler on I17I1UI171.1U (afier deep brealh) il 

seems tragec01 bUI il was Irue. someone came in Ihal 10.1'1 momel7l and saved 

my life. Swning./i'oll1 thaI day on me do nOllrUSI boys evenl/lY classmales. 

Academic performance a nd se lf confid ence 

Before the project. she was very busy and not effective in education. But after the project 

came to her li fe. she became moti vated for better li fe so she always doing we ll. Due to the 

support from assistance to needy project she got a reli ef. She sa id 

"/ learned in Selam beginning ji'om grade one. J really like Ihe schuol and L-';' )5 
". Il'Il ¢M.ll~ 

Ihe teachers. There/ore I didn 't want 10 deparl ji'Ol'n this school and Iha7Jfis 

why I sacrificed 010110 conlinue educalion in this school. " 

As mentioned above. before she j oined the proj ect her educatio nal atta inment was no t 

effic ient even to pass to the next class. Her parents were not capable of paying all the 

expenses needed li ke sanitary pads. schoo l materials and also school fee. She had no plenty 

of time to read and even think abo ut education. Afte r she joi ned the proj ect all the 

aforementioned expenses were covered by assistance to needy proj ect and thi s brought 

tremendous change in her life. Since then. she dropped the petty trade and go t plenty of time 

to attend her regular class properly. establ ish good relat ionsh ip wit h her fri ends and peers as 

we ll as to study the lesson we ll. 

Mo reove r. she achi eved a better result by doing we ll. Her rank a lso improved in wh ich she 

scored 7 out of 60 students in the first semester. Th is is a good indi cator o f her educational 
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achievement. [n li ne wi th thi s, her bio logy teacher (girl s' clu b executive) added that 

Frehiwot has shown a remarka ble progress in her educati onal ach ievement through time. 

She stayed in this project for three years as a result her educati onal achievement co ul d be a 

good witness fo r this purpose. 

4.1.3 Case three 

BacJ'gl'ound infoJ'Jnation and major challenges 

Yod iet was fo urteen yea rs o ld and a grade ni ne student III Selam secondary schoo l. Her 

fa ther d ied when she was very yo un g. She has one brother and a sister. Her mother did n' t 

have a job. The fa mily earns income by renti ng house. She has been benefited fro m the 

project for about th ree years. 

Yodiet has medium height and looks eye-catching. During the interview periods she was 

neat with her g rey skirt and light blue -T shi rt of the school uniform . She was a scho larship 

student and al so the project provided her school material s due to the economica l prob lem of 

her fami ly. Since, she has joined in the proj ect in Jan uary, 20 I 0; she became f ree from 

payi ng schoo l fee, which gave her re li e f instead o f worrying about money to pay. 

Be fore his death her fat her was the bread wi nner of the fam il y. But after he passed away the 

whole fa mily faced a serious economica l prob lem. Th is situati on forced her to be anxious 

about her life and c lass. She ex plained that situatio n: 

AAU 

J remember il was November, 2009. J didn 'I pay Ihe school/ee/or abo III two 

conseculive monlhs. The school adminislralion gave me warning 10 pay Ihe 

fee and I had been hidden myself wilh fear. And my family had a velY serious 

economical problem, and unable 10 pay Ihe money. Therefore, J ashamed and 

dropped class far a monlh and wenllo school in order 10 ,ake my documenls 

from Ihe school after awhile 10 aI/end class in governmenlal school. Bul I 

didn 'l leave the school in Ihat year because of assislance 10 neec0' projeCI. 

Starling from thefirsl months of 2010 assislance 10 needy projeci cover lip 

my schoolfee I had and able 10 conlinue edl/calion wilhoul drop 0111. NOli ' I 
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equally attended. class with my Fiends and did not repeat class. Par my 

educational successes, 1 want to thank the project. 1 really like Ihe school 

ambiance and my teachers. The school teachers are very supportive and 

talented; 1 01/1 lucky and velY happy to be here. Without this project 1 

couldn'l be here. 

The Academic Puformance and Sell' Confidence 

I can read her deep thanking to the project fro m her face. Her achievement is not satisfactory 

to her; she scored 48 in average (the fi rst semester resu lt). It is even below the pass ma rk set 

by the min istry of education. As she described her ed ucational background was not as such 

sati sfactory. In order to improve thi s result she was seeking various options. The major 

cha ll enge was to get tutor class and handling the responsibility of her yo unge r brother. She 

said "my mother cannot pay for tutorial class; because of this f could nOI gel support 10 

improve my result. ,. In line with thi s she did not have text books to read. These we re the 

main cha llenges of Yodiet. 

Regardi ng to her se lf esteem, the girl s club executi ve approved that; Yodiet has better self 

esteem than the other girls who are inc lusive in the program. But sti ll she requ ires advanced 

support other than the scholarsh ip. Because of her result somet imes she feels hopeless and 

doomed to fa ilure. 

As she described her academ ic ach ievement was not satis factory even to pass to the nex t 

class. As a result she requires lots of support from the schoo l and project, in orde r to show 

adeq uate improvement in her performance. 

4.1.4 Case four 

Baci,ground information and major challenges 

Eden was fi ft een years old and ninth grade student at Selam secondary school. She was 

li ving with her mot her and four brothers; two of them were her elders and two of them wc re 

yo unger than he r. Her father was di ed when she was in grade three. Regarding the 

educational leve l of her mother, she was not educated. [-IeI' famil y did not have iixed source 
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of inco l1le. Her 11l0ther was the onl y bread winner of the fal1l il y. She was working as da ily 

laborer by washing clothes and selling 'i njera' (Pancake- li ke bread widely used in Ethiopia). 

The 11l0ney she earned cannot even cover thei r basic necessities li ke food. 

/tfH: ~,.e ',(I(I)'C OU"V"/· .en?"'} ~OC my ftlther was a blind and vagabond. 

as a res lilt, SCV allowed me to learn in Selwn primmy school. 

Then, starting fro l11 grade six th is project helped her in paying 11l0nth ly fee and she was a 

scholarship student because her fal1l ilies were very poor. Additionall y, she got text books. 

school uni fo rl1l and also lunch beneficiary since September, 20 12. 

As 'laid you both of my parents were not educated and no one was helping 

us in doing home work or tells us to study. Consequently, myftllher was died 

when' was velY young and' grew up without fa ther. When my Fiends and 

schoolmates talk about their falher; , really feel lowliness and J really missed 

my ftllher. Again on other side my poor mother. , am always il1lroverred to 

see my mother's tiresome work with less payment. 

Due to these facts she is not a happy and outgo ing gi rl even in her education. She thanks 

assistance to neecly project. Without thi s project she could not continue education 

particularl y in th is year. 

It was rainy time (kiremet). The rain started early in the morning and Ihere 

was nothing to eat in Our house then my lIIother woke lip and started to 

search a daily work in that heavy rain and relY cold weather. The worst 

part was el'en she had no umbrella jllst she leli liS and walked slOlllly without 

talk and deep sorrow in that heavy rain. (Disfigure her jiJce and her tears 

drop down on her face to her chin) she tookfell' minutes to continue. So, 17011' 

can ' expect my mother to pay school fee, buy school uniform and text books 

and prepare lunch evel), day in that condition. She cannot afford. Never l 

The fol lowing po ints could elaborate 11l0re how the project IS il1lportant for her learning 

achieve l1l ent. 
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Academic performance and her confidence 

The academic achievement of Eden was not as such good. her first semester res ul t was 49.5 

no t even a pass ing mark according to MOE. She was not sati sfi ed with her first semester 

resu lt. She said" even if the assistance 10 needy project is supporting me a/at, J could not 

improve my result ." She thinks that her stress and background put lots of pressure in her 

mind and she could not upgrade the score. It is poss ible to read the gesture and fac ia l 

express ion of her face, which was full of anxiety. As she explains. in thi s year she does no t 

worry about payment, school uniform and lunch. Thi s means a lot to her and has posi ti ve 

impact in her future life. "1 was nobo(0; be/ore blll J think J will be important in the/ii/ lire. 

this project gave me good moral to ' Fork more and improve my result. ., 

Ass istance to needy proj ect g ives me food for my bell y just like my mother and gives me 

food to m y brain too. As far as the promotion of girl s' education is conce rned. thi s project 

has been working a lot in coverin g the expenses of girl s '. But. other than that the project 

should follow the results of girl s. If their result is not sati s factory. the proj ect has to plan lor 

furthe r investi ga ti on to promote g irl s ' achievement in the education sector. Otherwise it is 

wastage of re sources . She said, for example" if I cO llld get tutorial class J may have a 

c/w nce of raising my result." Other than thi s. the project has to give capacity building 

train ings and di scuss ions in order to rai se the percept ion and se lf confidence of students. She 

sa id her mother can ' t purchase sanitary pads, due to economica l problems but she was timi d 

to ask the girl s' club representati ve teacher to g ive her pads. According to her con fi rm at ion. 

she has stress and a lso afraid to communi cate with others. She does not know the reason but 

she is very scal'y and full of stress. Girls ' club executive corroborate that Eden needs further 

and continuous training to ra ise her perception to wards her self-esteel11. Because she is very 

shy and bothered in life as well as in education . 

4.1.5 Case live 

Background information and major challenges 

Weneshet is a grade nine student and sixteen yea rs o ld. She is li v ing with her parents. 

Rega rding the edu cati onal backgroun d of parents. her l11 0ther was atte nded class up to grade 
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four and she is a housewife . Her fa ther is a gua rd and attended class upto grad e eight. She 

has one elder brother. She has been benefiting from the project si nce grade seven in terms o f 

scholarship and she a lso got school materia ls, uniform and san itary pads since October 2011 . 

The fo llowing points could elabora te more how the project is important for her learn ing 

achievement. 

Academic achievement and se lf confidence 

Her father is the only bread winner of the fa mil y and the income o f the famil y is not enough 

even to sati sfy their basic needs. In line with thi s, low economical background of the fami ly 

has a great impact in her educat ional achievement and confidence. In her perception, she is 

not lucky to be born in thi s fa mil y. Not only economical probl em and also the dail y fighting 

of her parents because of money make her woozy and uncomfortab le. She doesn' t have time 

to think about her daily lessons. [She became quiet for a moment and de faces her fac ia l 

ex press ions tea rs fi ll ed her eyes). Bes ides, usual ly her mother kicked and nagged her 

without reaso ns. Actuall y her mother did because o f her messed up life that she could not 

manage her house. At that time Weneshet felt guilty conscious and she asked herse lf why 

she was created! 

May be due to thi s. she looks aged girl and not smiley. Her face tell s how life is jaded to 

thi s g irl. The benefit s he is getting supports her in admini sterin g educational li fe in thi s 

school. She has a positi ve attitude towards the school teachers and setting as we ll. 

Ass istance to needy project enters to her li fe as overpass thi s mi se rabl e life and to attended 

class regularl y. This project supports her in providing di fferent schoo l materi als. T he other 

benefit from the project is sanitary pads. It helps her not to be absent during menstruation 

period . "Before ! got the pads, in grade seven and eight! had lots of absents ". She was not 

ab le to buy the pads instead she used piece of cloth and that was not safe in many aspects. 

The foll owing phenomenon ex press ion could be a ni ce witness for thi s 
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"Before ! j oined assistance to needy project, I had problems to get sanitw)' 

pads. Becallse of that I was absent }i'om school or Iniss lI1y class. Even in 

exam time I was thinking and lI'orried abolll that instead of the exam. As a 
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resull I was really disflIrbed and asked lIlysel/l rhy I 0111 a girl. Even I wish i/ 

1 could have been given a chance 10 be born a hoy. 

But now thanks to ass istance to ncedy project. every mon th I am gelling the pads and also 

changed my perception about myse lf. Be ing a gir l is blessing from God, like it or not. When 

I took the pads every month I was ve ry shy but now because of I am parti cipating in girls 

club I fee l confident in myse lf than before. I fee l li ke I am lucky to ge t thi s chance and wa nt 

to thank assistance to needy project and also the girl s' club representati ve tcacher. 

Girls' club representative teacher sa id that, Weneshet came to thi s compound in thi s year. In 

the first two consecutive months she was very shy to take the pads from my handstand and 

evcn she sends other studen ts to take the pads. But later on she is showing progress and 

confidence about herself and even she sta rts to read poems in front of studellls after severa l 

discussions and training in girls club. 

4.1.6 Case six 

l3ac!,gro und in fOI~lTIation and major cha ll enges 

l3eletu was fi fteen years old and grade ten students in Selam secondary school. Both of her 

parcnts were uneducated. She has two elder sisters and two youngcr bro the rs. All of thcm 

are students. Her father worked as a weaver and her mother was a housewi fe. She is a 

scholarship student since elementary grade and al so in thi s year the project gave her 

uni form, schoo l materia ls and also becGme lunch beneficia ry starti ng from October. 2012. 

The fo llowing points cou ld elaboratc more how the project is im po rt ant for he r learn ing 

achievement. 

She be lieves that Selam is the best school and she is very ha ppy by the teachers as wcll <'s 

the project. Getting the chance of scholarship makes her the luck iest girl. The other 

provision made by the project was also had a lot of positi ve impacts in her life. She has been 

grown up in the situation of ve ry big burdens and empty she ll fa mi ly. Since the fa mil y has 

seven members and it is rea ll y diffi cult to fulfill needs of the fam ily. 

"r 
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Her fa illi ly has in a state of absol ute pove rty. In add ition to that she had no right to ha ve any 

relationship with anyone incl udi ng her fri ends and classmates. Because after class she had 

household tasks to do in home in order to feed her failli ly. She assists her mother by cooki ng 

food and other home duties. Her parents do not allow her to go anywhere before completing 

household activiti es. Due to thi s she lacks emotional support from her parents: as a result it 

leads her to be in a state of depression and anxiety. 

Her peer and teacher relationship was very weak. She had no opportunity to have strong 

interactions with her peer gro up because of unnecessary parenta l infl uence and poor 

economical backgro und. She had fears to share her issues to others. 

In li ne with th is. the club representative teacher added. 

BelelU, was velY depressed and did not lVant to share her feel ings and 

situations to others. Through the girls club the project provide her sanitwy 

pads. Bw she/ears to take the pad. She hides hersel(when she came to me to 

take the pads. Afier she got a chance to discuss with girls' representative 

teacher and got successive counseling and discussion. She was detaching 

./i"om this problem and being assertive and confident. Bllt still she needs 

.fill·ther and successive training to develop her peer and teacher relationship. 

Acad emic achievements and interaction with others 

Before Beletu has joined in the project she was not attending the class regularl y and had lots 

of absentees. In add ition to thi s she was desperate not onl y on her educat ion but also on her 

life. Most of the time. she did not get food on tillle as a result she (eels tire and hungry 

during class time. 

Her father is the only wage earner in the fam il y. The income cannot even cover basic needs 

of the fam ily. Therefore there were lots of days that she could not eat lunch and spent time 

in school. Her fri ends brought lunch and ate together but she fee ls greatly underrated whcn 

she comes without lunch. 

She narrowed her eyes and seeill s look very far. and she ex pressed that situat ion as fol lows: 
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Lasl year, al leasl once in a ,peek [ came 10 school wilhoul lunch as a resull 

a/food shorlage in our house. Then. in lunch lime I hide myse//againsl my 

Fiends. J cannot share Iheir food Wilhoul Gnnlrihuling ... Ihis / aclor hinders 

my peer relalion and le I oul o/my peer grolip hecause J canl101 compele wilh 

Ihem. Allending class wilhoul ealing/ood was ver)! di/ficu/I. I was nol aClive 

e.lpecially in afiernool1 class, I was simply Ihinking about 111y empty belly. 

As Beletu added. the schoo l is fa r fi'om her residence and she has to wa lk fo rty minu tes 

twice a day. Because of these and other re lated facra rs he r eduearional background lVas no t 

effi cient. Due to thi s she started to iso late herse lf f rom her peers. T hen grad uall y she lost her 

conlidence towards peer relation. 

A fter she joined the proj ect her progress is changed regu la rl y parti cu larl y in her school ing. 

In this year she performed 76 averages in first semester result. Last year her year average 

was 63.6, before last year it was 57.9. As a result of ass istance to needy proj ect 

interventi ons: by prov iding materi als and other se rvices she is showing progress. She is 

always present in the class and showing gradual increment in her pe rfo rm ance. Her biology 

teacher strongly ag rees with thi s po in t. She also became the member of gi rls ' c lub. to 

de ve lop her pe rcep tion towa rds self- esteem and to sharc ideas with other members. 

4.2 OiSClissioll s 

Thi s to pi c represents bas ic ideas and po ints from the research parti cipants 111 te rms of 

researc h questions. Duri ng conversati on with target girl s· and key informan ts it is found out 

assistance to need y project plays an important ro le in addressing the major challenges of 

girls in the targeted school. Despite these positi ve changes. there are shortcomings in the 

implementati on of the proj ect. Thus research fi ndings which are based on in-depth 

interview. FG D and secondary sources outli ned and presented under each o f the three large 

catego ri es. These ca tego ri es are: 

• Majo r cha ll enges of the g irl stud ents in stud y area 

• Intervention strateg ies of ass ista nce to needy project 
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problems are reflected here in the schoo!. For example, lei me lell y ou whal 

happened lasl year. The projecl gave hair oil, comb, 10lion and sanilOlY pads 

10 Ihe poor girls. One of Ihe girls ./i"om grade nine gal hair oil./i"om Ihis 

projecl, .few days laler someone reporled Ihal she sold il. Then, I called her 

and asked why she did Ihal: she said "yes. 1 sold il. There was nOlhing le.fi in 

our home 10 eal, therefore I sold il wilh Ihirleen birr and boughtfour 'injera ' 

10 l11y fa mily. " Thisfacl lells hOlV life is challengingfor Ihose girls. The olher 

problem is; Ihey do nol have amble lime 10 Slu(01. Mosl of Iheir parenlS are 

daily laborers and mothers of sludenls are housewives and engaged in 

differenl acli vities like pefly Irade, washing clolhes and baking 'injera ' as a 

small business. Therefore, girls behave like Ihe ir mol her by being service 

givers and aClively parlicipaled in Ihe household lasks ralher Ihan .focusing 

on Iheir learning achievemel1l. The olher problem thaI has been seen in Ihese 

girls is lack of self esteem or confidence aboul Ihemselves. Even Ihese girls 

don 'I have suilable room 10 slay and study in Iheir home. These all f aclOrs 

lead Ihem 10 be low achievers Ihan olher sludenls. 1n our school aboul 90% 

of girls in assislance to needy projeci are low achievers. 

Regarding to thi s among the key informants, one parent who had many chi ldren (five 

children) would li ke to send and support the ed ucation of hi s children but the econonJical 

problem hindered him as ; 

,. We are inslrucled 10 enrol/ 0111' children in Ihe school. I have enrolled Ih el'l/ 

but teaching material is expensive. On top ojthal. J had 10 buy school cloths. 

They canna I go 10 school wilh ordinary clolhe Ihey use 01 home. The higher 

the grades, the more expensive il becomes. J was so irritaled and challenged 

to cover Iheir expenses. " 

In line with thi s the FGD discussants of the direct target girls' mentions that they are I'rom 

destitute and illiterate parents, Because of that they had lots of problems, One of the problem 

is their parents are not willing to come to school and di scuss about the educatio nal 

achievements of their children and in gene ral they lack knowhow about lea rning, The other 
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one is having poor educational background. In thi s case they didn ' t guide them to study or to 

focus in their lesson when they were yo un g. Therefore their educational background was not 

sati sfacto ry. And also the burden of house chores li ke retching water and responsibil ity of 

taking care of younger's etc. Thus girl s' do not ge t pl ent y of time to stud y at home. 

To sum up, based on the findings family status like income and educational background 

di rec tly or indirectly affect the educational ach ievements of girl s. 

4.2.1.2 Socio-Culturall Attitudinal Reasons 

Socia li zation refers to the process by which indi vidua ls acq Uire knowledge. sk il ls and 

disposition that enable them to participate as more or less e ffecti ve members of a grou p and 

the soc iety. The socia li zation process in the society is one of the major constraints impacti ng 

on the girls' participation in ed ucation. Thi s process starts in the famil y and continues in the 

school and the society at large (Wamahiu et al 1996) . In line with thi s; Valiant (1998) 

confirmed; Parents and societies as a whole expect girl s to behave in certain way and boy' s 

indifferent way. The middle aged parent mentioned that; to him. girl s are expec ted to be 

knowledgeable concerning household management and in different acti viti es thai arc 10 be 

done in and around the home. They are nOI allowed to in volve in traditional male dominated 

acti vit ies. Because of thi s stereotype class ification the nature and qual ity of ed uca ti on is too 

different for boys and girl s. 

In most cases girl s are sociali zed as service provide rs at home. Gi rl s are engaged in service 

tasks like cleaning and meal service. Another typical response dea ling with thi s is quoted 

below. 

AAU 

" j have 11110 sons and a daughler. One of Ihe sons is Iwo years and Ihe olher 

one is .I'evenleen years old. My daughler is Jifleen years old. Moslly j give 

responsibilily 10 my daughler Ihan my son 10 wke care oj'lhe younger buy 

and 10 do home aClivilies. Because I believe Ihal girls have 10 leam Ihe duly 

oj' women. And also girls are more palienl and able 10 lake respomibililies 

Ihan boys. ,. 
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The above di scussio n shows that: th e a ltitude of parents towards their daughters depends on 

their perception of status of wo men and gende r roles. Like anywhere e lse. tradit iona ll y girl s 

a re cducated to master household duti es and responsibili ti es as an ideal obed ient wife. A boy 

is educated to assume any functions outs ide and. if opportuniti es avail themse lves . in 

admini stration. which are traditi onall y reserved for men. 

Si milarl y, FGD discussants of the targeted gro up exp lained that most of the parents or 

guardians were not taki ng in to consideration for their children learni ng achi evement. This 

a lso hinders girl stude nts' pa rt icipa ti on in education. 

The above di scussion shows that absence of ge nder equity and hi gh bu rdened household 

tasks are some of the reasons fo r gi rl s lagged be hind in schoo l ac hievements. To sum up: 

the find ing of the study reveals tha t socio-cultural norms deny the promoti on of girl s ' 

ed ucation. In many cases gender rol es and practices hinde r g irl s ' participation and ha ving 

good res ult in their school achie vement. In thi s contcx t the term achi evement refers to more 

generall y to describe performan ce in subject of th e cu rriculum. 

4.2.2 Thc contribution of assistance to needy project 

The above mentioned po ints we re the major chall enges that hinder g irl students to have 

good school ac hievement. Hence assistance to needy project has been entrenched di fferent 

intervention strategies on the target schoo l. According to the admini stra ti on of ass istance to 

needy project. one of the major objectives of the project is to address the needs and 

challcnges of desti tute girl s. These goals are accompli shed through the provision of' 

scholars hip. school uniform , tex t book. sanitary pads. hair oil and comb. lunch bene ficiaries. 

and also capacitating g irl s ' club. 

According to FGD di scllssants of th e ta rgeted gi rl s ' th e prov ision o f thc scholarship and 

schoo l material s served by the project is important and basic for girl s tudents to keep them 

from dropou t of education, absentee ism. to com pete equa lly with others. and to con tinue 

educat ion in Selam secondary school. As o ne of the di scussant, 
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771is year assistance to needy project gave me text book. Then. J was reading 

and achieving better than the previous years. Before, J had no text books 

therefore in 1110st cases J didn 't do homework and study well. And text book is 

important/earning material. 

The other di scussant also indicated that, the project reference to her ed ucat iona l achievement 

and physiological impact. As she says her parents could not able to buy school uniform even 

once in a year. But th is project bought her schoo l unifo rm, and now she can wea r neat and 

new un ifo rm like others. Therefore. she can play, ta lk, joke and discuss with others fi'eel y 

wi thout shi vering. She feel s that she is eq ua l with them. 

Education resea rchers demonstrate that to succeed in academic ach ievement. childrcn must 

attend school cons istently. A chi ld's exposure to curriculu m, hi s or her opportun ity to learn 

sign ifi cantl y inlluences achievement. Exposure to curriculum comes from being in school 

(Fuller eud, /999). In line with thi s. the school d irector added, ass istance to needy project 

decreased the absentee ism rate of students due to severa l factors. As a result assistance to 

needy project influences the ac hievement of girl s. 

Rega rding to this FGD di scussants confirmed that most of them d id their best to improve 

their learn ing achi evement after they got va rious sup ports other than schola rship. 

Concerning the interven ti on mechan isms in te rms of the target gro up major cha llenges. 

resea rch parti ci pants agree that the prov isions of the scholarsh ip school material s. sanitary 

pads and lotions support them to cope up thei r chal lenges and to con tinue and succeed in 

educat ion. 

4.2 .3 Shod comings in the implementation of the project 

The above mentioned points were the major interve ntio n mechanisms set by the assistance 

to needy proj ect to overcome the challenges of the targeted girls. It is clea r that the program 

is serving and supporting gi rl s. [n the contra ry the project has a capabi li ty of bei ng more 

effic ient and effective to promote the achievements of girl s' educat ion. Therefore . the 
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research participants stated the following po ints as a weak ness of the project that hi nders the 

effic iency of the program. 

Regard ing to this. the director said if the project works with the co ll aboration of the schoo l 

to overcome the problem of the group as we ll as to promote girls' education, the project wi ll 

con vene its goals and mi ss ions. In line with this the executi ve of girl s' club representati ve 

teacher also di vulge this po in t as 

The project lacks strong cooperation with the school administration and 

girls ' club. J Ihink in order to make Ihe projeci ve,y effective and efJiciel1l in 

addressing Ihe righl largel group; Assistance 10 needy project has 10 

inlegrale Ihe school comll1l.J11ily and parenls. Since the problem 0/ girls is 

also relaled IlIilh Ihe perceplion of lhe communily. 

The promotion of girls ' education should not be based on a narrow ap proach of providing 

scho lastic materials. In order to add ress the right target group and meet the intended goals 

0[' the project. the school comm unity and parents are also responsible to take thei r share part. 

As menti oned by the paren ts, the intcrvent ion stra tegies in terms o r the ta rget group major 

challenges were not enough. In addit ion to those strategies, the tutoria l program. create 

awareness and di scuss with their pa rents, give tra ining and peer education are very 

importan t to raise the educational achi evements of the groups. But these fac ilities we re not 

incl uded in the strategy of the project. 

In line wi th this Middle -age parent confirmed the following view by saying; 

AAU 

"J would like 10 Ihank Ihis projeci due 10 Ihe lIIalerial provision, bUI in order 

10 bring real change Qnd to address the main goal 0/ the project allernative 

and addilional supplies should be included in the stralegy oFthe project. Pur 

example IlIlorial class and provisions 0/ reference malerials are necessw y. 

My doughier beg me 10 do Ihem several limes his/acial expression shows Ihe 

challenge 0/ life to this man und his wishes 10 jii/jill Ihose requiremenls 10 

his doughier . .. 



The contribu tion of NGOs in the promotion of girls ' educa tion In the case ofSCV 

The other poi nt which was raised by the key info rmants as a weak ness of the project was. 

not to address the ri ght target group and meet intended goals of the program. There are sti ll 

girl s· in this school who seek the support of thi s program in va rious ways. Therefore. as a 

short cO ll1e thi s projec t did not incl ude these girl s. One of the FGD di scussant mentioned 

that she knows a gir l who gets support. even if she is able to cover all expenses. This shows 

that the program lacks well -orga ni zed strategy to study the backgroun ci of some students and 

their cha ll enges. 

-cor.''' ' 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

5. SUMMARY CONCLUSION AND RECOMMEN DATIONS 

Th is chapter attempts to. summari ze the highli ghts o.f the fin ding and also. co.ncl uding 

remarks, and o.f fe r reco.mmendati o. ns. 

5 .. 1 Summa ry 

The l11a in purpo.se o.f the study is to. assess the co.ntribu ti o. n o.f assistance to. needy pro.ject in 

the pro. l11 o. ti o.n o.f gi rl s' educatio.n. To. co.nduct the study all the necessary in fo. rn)ati o.n was 

co. llected thro.ugh deep interview with gi rl s and key in fo.rmants. In additi o.n to. that FGD was 

held with the target girls and relevant do.cu l11ents were rev iewed and analyzed acco. rdi ngly to. 

secure additi o.nal info. rmati o.n. The fo. ll o.wing are the fi ndings o.f the stud y. 

Regard ing the majo.r challenges o. f girl s in the study area; po.o. r eco.no. l11i c backgro. unds o.f 

parents/ guard ians was identifi ed as the l11aj o. r fac to. r that affect girl s' educat io.n and 

hindering them fro.l11 hav ing better scho.o. l achievel11ent. Due to. Io.w eco.no. l11 ic status o.f 

parents Io.ts o.f girl s face vario.us pro.blems. The o. ther o.ne is mo.st parents do.es no.t have 

educatio. nal backgro und to. suppo.rt the ir chi ldren. Parent 's level o.f educati en and awareness 

abeut the im po. rtance ef educatien has a l11u ltifaceted il11 pact en chi ldren's ab ility to. learn in 

scho.o.l. Related to. thi s l11est parents de net visit scho.o.ls except in respense to. problems. 

Even du ring the interview til11e the researcher invited fo. urteen paren ts of children but o.nly 

fi ve e f them were available. 

Mereever, the types o.f help previded at heme are al so. impo.rtan t fac tors which affect the 

achievements of girls. Girls have greater respo.nsibil ity fo.r preparing feed after scheel. The 

werklead o.f girls with in the he usehe ld is likely to make them l11 e re ti red. 

Concern ing the interventio.n strategies ef assistance to. needy project; the fi ndings ef the 

study reveal that the preject prevides them vario.us l11 aterials like; un ifo.rl11 , text bo.o.ks. 

lunch. Io. tio.ns. hair o. il. sanitary pads and previd ing sche larship. 
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Regarding to the contribution o f assistance to needy project. the resea rch parti cipants agreed 

th at the support is ve ry crucial to cop up th eir chal lenges and to Continue and succeed th eir 

educa tion. As a result most of the g irl s in the project are showi ng im provement academica ll y 

as well as in their se lf esteem. 

Despite to thi s some of the targeted girls are not showing improvement academical ly and 

ex pressively. Since one of the aims of ass istance to needy proj ect is enhancing the capacity 

o f school g irl s and add ress the needs and challenges of girl s as potential bene fic iaries. The 

targeted gi rl s as well as key informants agree that the project can do better in the promotion 

of g irl s ' education if some of the shortcomings were e li mi nated. In order to enhance th e 

educational improvements of g irl s the program should ha ve additiona l mechani sms to dea l 

with the problems of g irl s and to cop up their chall enges. The proj ect is expec ted to 

contribute a lot for g iving a deep understand ing of the problem that encountered gir ls ' 

educa tion in the respective schoo l. 

5.2 Conclusion 

The study on the contribution of assistance to needy proj ect is ex pec ted to I'ind out majo r 

chall enges of girl s in the study area and the interventi on mechani sms of the proj ect to cop up 

the challenges of needy girl s. There are a number of identifi ed factors that affec t girls ' 

education that hindering them from having better school ach ievement. Based on the findings 

of the study; poor economic and educational backgrounds of parents are the majo r 

chall enges o f girls' in the study area. Due to those factors students were unab le to get all the 

necessary material s and support from their famil y. As a result their educational achi evement 

and confidence was less . Needy student Parents' invo lvement withi n the school is also low 

and it is like ly to be related to the ir own educational leve l and hence many parents are 

ill iterate. 

Besides. the trad itional gender rol e sociali zation d iscourages g irls no t to be the best in their 

educa tional achievements rather encourages acti ve participation in house chores and they are 

burdened by household tasks. As a result, g irl s do not gel plenty of time to read the lesson. 
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Based on the findin gs of the study; the stipulation of scholarship, lunch, sanitary pads and 

provIsions of learn ing material s are considered as the major intervention strateg ies. 

Assistance to needy project he lped to overcome chall enges of the targeted g irl s. 

Consequently. these in terventions were rall ying rou nd girls to overcome thei r challe nges and 

help them to show pos iti ve changes. Concerning the shortcoming in th e implementatio n of 

the proj ect; it is based on simpl y a narrow approach of providing the neces3a ry scholastic 

materia ls. The proj ect does not provide tutorial and trai nings to address the chall enges of the 

targeted g irl s. As girls expressed the des ire to be ass isted in subjects they have dirliculty 

with. tuto rials help them to increase the ir performance and improve their ach ievement. In 

addit ion to that gi ving vario us trainings for girl s who ex perience di rfi culti es in school either 

in their academ ic performance or se lf-esteem because of soc ial fac tors can help them to 

overcome the ir probl ems. In the contrary tutorial and trainings we re not given to girl s. The 

othcr one is the proj ect a lso lacks strong co ll aboration with the school and parents. 

5.3 Recommendations 

In order to bring change seri Ous attent ion shou ld be gIven to g irl s' educati on and the 

problems should be tackled acco rdingl y. The study is a qualitati ve research and as such, it 

cannot come up with all poss ible so luti on spec ificall y geared to all problems related wi th the 

issue. However. based on the finding of the study the follo wing recommendations are 

forwarded. 

AAU 

• The promotion of girls' education shoul d not be based on a na rrcw approach of 

providing the necessary scholasti c materi a ls by charity o rga ni za ti ons li ke SCV. As 

girl s expressed the des ire to be assisted in subj ects they have diffi culty with. tutorial s 

hel p them to increase the ir perrormance and improve their achievement. In addition 

to that giv ing various tra inings, ass igned volunteer teachers to g ive counseling for 

g irls who ex perience difficulties in school ei ther in their academic performance or 

se lf-esteem because of social factors can help them to overcome their problems. 

• In order to address the ri ght targe t group and meet the in tended goa ls of the project. 

the schoo l is respons ible together wi th the gi rl s ' club and the organi zation in o rder 10 
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de liver the basic information for each and every studen t. and to make thc project 

ve ry effic ient and effecti ve thus to address the right target group 

• Schoo l parent committee should be founded to promote the smooth running of the 

schoo l and parents. That wi li help to work on gender equality, mobili zing the 

community to raise their awareness on the benefit of girls' education. Parents have to 

in which their da ughters can get time to study. Both men and women should wo rk 

for change starting from thei r fam ilies. 

• Community deve lopment project should be intensified so that improved economi c 

status would enable more famil ies to overcome their fin ancial problems and support 

their girls' ed ucation. Since famil y status is the lo undation of the promoti on of girl s ' 

education; government, charity organizations. communi ty based organi zati ons and 

ali the stakeholders have responsibility for this. To meet the intended goals; 

workshop and awareness program should be done at cOlllmunity level so that pa rents 

and communi ty as a whole work together in the promotion of girl s' education. 
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ANNEXES 

ANNEX I INTERVIEW GUIDELINES 

I ntrod uction 

Thi s stud y is being canducted to. gather data an the co ntribut ions of NGOs in the promotion 

of g irl s' education in the case of SCV. Your participation is ve ry essential fo r the success of 

thi s study. A ll informatian that yo u provide will be kept confiden ti al. Thank yo u' 

A.AN INTERVIEW GUIDELINE WITH GIRL STU DENTS 

I. Schoo l's name: 

2. Child·s age: 

3. Chilcl" s sex: 

4. Grade: 

5. Whe n was the ch ild staned to get benefit fro m the project? (Yea r) 

6. The ram il y s tatus (income. occupation. ed uca ti on. famil y size (number of children). with 

whom the ch ild li ves at present, whether both pa rents are alive or not. whether parents live 

together or separated, e tc) 

7. With whom the child li ves at present. whether bath pare nts a li ve o r not. whether parents 

live toge ther or separa ted0 

8. Ilow did you get inva lved in the proj ec t? 

9. The chall enges/ prob lems the chi ld had befare getting suppart of tile project. 

10 The type af support the eh ild gets from th e proj ec t. 

II. What is the benel~t of the suppon0 
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12. In what ways does the support yo u get from the project contribu te to im provement in 

yo ur academic ach ieveme nt? 

13. What problems are observed in the implementation of the projec t? 

14. How do yo u think your pa rti cipation in the proj ect will affect your future life? 

15 . I-las yo ur pa rti c ipation in the project changed your ro le in the schoo l community? How? 

B. Interview guideline fo,- the school director 

I . When was the ass istance to needy project started in the school ? 

2. How was the benefi ciary g irl s selected? 

3. What are the major chal lenges of the g irls" studen ts in the school? 

4. What steps have been doin g to overcome these challenges regarding the project goals 

and objectives? 

5. In whal ways does ass istance to needy project support girl stude nts? 

6. How many girl students are supported by ass istance to needy project in the schoo l? 

7. What are the criteria" s used by the project to suppo rt indi vidual g irl studen ts? 

8. Do you be lieve that the support to the gi rl s has a positi ve impact on their schoo l 

attendance and academ ic achi evement? In your opinion what shou ld be done in promoting 

girl s education? 

9. As the school di rector what is ex pected from you and the concerned stakeholders to 

scal e up the project? 

10. Do yo u have anythin g to add? 

C. Interview gu idelin e for the administration of SCY 

I. When was the project sta rted? 
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2. What is yo ur reason to begin the project in the targeted school? 

3. What is the maj or objecti ve of the project? 

4 . What are the major cha ll enges of the girl s' students in targeted school? 

5. What steps have been do ing to overcome these challenges rega rding the project goal s and 

objecti ves? 

6. Do you support individual girl student s? [f you r answer is yes, what is the criteria / are 

the criterion/ to support them? 

7 .In what ways do you support girl students? 

8. Who are the major stakeho lde rs and co ll aborators of the girl s support project? How do 

you explain the rol e of stakeho lders in supporting education of girl s? In what ways are the 

stakeho lders encouraged to wo rk together to enhance girl s' educat ion? 

9. In your opinion what should be done in promoting girl s educati on? 

10. As a project adlllin ister wli at is expected from yo u and the conce rned stakeholders to 

sca le up the project? 

II. What is the impact of the project on education of girls '? 

D , Intel'view guideline fOI' the girls' club representative teacher 

I. What are your ro les and responsibiliti es in order to capac itate girl students? 

2. What are the major cha llenges of girl students in the school? 

3. What steps have been doi ng to overcome these cha ll enges rega rding the project goal s and 

objcct ives? 

4. What is the major purpose o f assistance to needy project in the school? 

5. In what wa y does the ass istance to needy proj ec t support girl students? 
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6. How many girl students are supported by the assistance to needy project in the school? 

7. What are the appropriate criteria used by the assistance to needy project inorder to support 

indi vid ua l girl students? 

8. In Your opinion what should be done to promote girl s education? 

9. As teacher what is expected from yo u and the concerned stakeholders to sca le up the 

project? 

10. Do you have anyth ing to add? 

E. QUESTIONNAIRE FOR GIRLS' PARENT 

Gcncl'a l questions about th c project and its support 

I. What do you know about SCV? 

2. Who is assistance to needy proj ec t? 

3. What kinds of suppo rt have been provided to your chi ld by the project? 

4. What is your attitude towards assistance to need y project? 

5. Do you think that the support given by the proj ect has brought changes in the educational 

atta inment of yo ur girl! girl s' ? 

6. How is your girl educational ac hi evement gotten (worse, better. or stayed the same) after 

the project has been implemented? 

7. What kind of suppo rt do you give to your girl (gi rl s) In yo ur home to lll crease her 

ach ievement? 

8. Ir you have both boy/s and gi rl/s. to whom do you give more responsibility in the home 

affa irs? (To the girl or boy)? Why? 

9. Do you thin k girl ' s can be e ffecti ve and successful like boys? 
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