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PREFACE 

fhls th~slS all~mp S to ~ . plor~ and cOll1pr~h~nd h· t.ll' lOl , 111 lU~l1clng 11.1 ural r~ our ~ 

utili/.lllon In L.~g~ p~ninsula, 110nh~rn l:tlllopia I tll~ ' to ~ .11ll1l1~ and llllkrs ar d \ h.lt 

factors Illnu~nce the l!lanner or utilization or lIatulal I~SOllICCS parllcltl.lll: land al d 

[orests. It is bel ie cd that an insight into the livelihood situalion 0' the people an servc 

as a means or grasping the dyn mi s and interp lay 0 so ial, c nomic politic I nd 

cultural challcng s th t luc id t th m, nn r 0 resource utilization. 

The thesis is compos d of six chapters. Th fi rst chapter is an introductory p rI d aling 

with statemen t of the prob lem, objectives f the stud y, fie ldwork cond ition, methodology 

and theoretica l orientation. 

The second chapter describ s the geographica l loca ti on, popul ati on and natural resourc 

endowmen t. It also further ana lyzes, th hi stori ca l background of the peninsu la and its 

relation wi th thc outer world and th socio-cconomic condition o f the p ople. 

Issues co ncern ing LI e social orga niza ti on of the people or Zege, are raised under chap t r 

three . The chapter touches upon issues concerni ng the fo rma ti on of the household and it 's 

relation. Related to thi s the chapter also enterta ins topics regarding the rol of kinship, 

marriage and the bases of social strat ifi cation in Zege. 

Chapter [ou r is dedicated to examining the factors influencing the utili zati on of natura l 

resources. In so doing, the ro le of tenure ystem, traditional natural resource 

management practices, religion and modern agricultural inputs are explored . 

Chapter five, discusses, natural resource based conflicts and resolutions mechanisms. The 

chapter desc ri bes the common types of disputes and their causes. Cases of actual disputes 

over land and trees are presented. 

The thcs is ends by giv ing a sUlllm ary of the m:lin points lhilt eme rged in all the chapters 

and attempt ing to give a brief conclu ion which rcllccts on til ba ic qu stion of th ' 

study. 



A I Ir l er 

Till: thl:slS IS CUIl1Il1I11l:d to I:: plo ll: and (Ullll" 'hl:lld hI: t.letms III 11111:IlCI 11 , 1l.111I1.11 

n;source util izatio n In Ll:gt: pl: lll11slIl a, 110lthl:III I:tlllopia I.cgt: PClllllslIla IS located III 

\ est oJJan zone Bahir Dar Zuria !VOl' ,If I (dlstll ct admll1l stratl n) of the \mhara 

region. The res rch ttemp s to gi e an ov rview of the liveliho d si tu tiol n n tur I 

resource utilization 0 th P opl in Z g . 

The peo ple of Zege earn th ir li ving rom the cu lti ation of coffee. Yet, as it' s cu lti < ti on 

is characterized by uncertainty, they complim nt th ir il come by engag ing in tr d nd 

sale of fuel wood. hallenges sucn as shortage o f land , threatening deforestation and I ck 

of other vital resourc s such as labor and capital/cash are 0[1. n faced by the peopl . 

The people enter into vari ous relati onsh.ips in the attempt to fu lfi l the ir ne ds and face the 

chalkngc - tht:y encounter. Di sputes over natural reso Ul'ces arc part of sll ch r lationships. 

Attri buted to the land tenure sys t m of previous and CllITcnt governments, the people try 

to procure land by utili zing obscure means such as bickering over land bounda ri s. uch 

conditions have also crea ted power dispa ri ti s and manipu lation of various social, 

econom ic and politi ca l means to solve the di sputes . 

Zege's changing environm nt and it' s netwo rk with the outside world due to trade rel ated 

act ivit ies, is fo rcing the society to encounter constant changes and adapt to the changing 

environment. As a result, people are caught in a dil emma between upholding cultural 

values and adapting the changing environment. These changes are also affecting their 

manner of resource utili zation. 

On the whol e the study is ex ploring such conditi ons by foc Llsing on the liveli hoods of th 

people. It is assumed th community norms, ocia l relati ons and religious va lues and 

institutions will have an im po rtan t bea ring on household dec ision making on natura l 

resource management. Hence, the stud y wil l at tempt to go beyond identi fy ing lh fac tor 

of the common ly mentioned phys ica l or no n soc ial and cultu ral fac tors such as natu r, I 

calam iti s, pop ul at ion pressur , land degradation et . and xp lain th in teract ion of such 

prob l ill S by implementing these anth ropologica l res arch methodo logies . 



' llapt ' I' I 

1. INTRODUCTION 

This research \ as inspi red by the uncanny Intcn:st on cnvir nmental issues and most 

importantly by the des ire to address the alarmingly deterIorating en Ironmcn I si tu ion 

in Ethio pi a. um rous stud i s, lit r ture nd conferences ha e b n Imll1g ccl iming 

the subject 0 en irQnm nt I d gr d tion in thiop ia. s d on such r s rch . Indings 

and as a stude t of soci I anthropo logy 1 w s ke n to xplor th s Idom consi r d 

social and cu ltur, I factors that can em-ich the di scuss ion on envi ronmenta l concerns in 

Ethiopia. ore specifi ca ll y, the thes is is comm itted to xplore nd compr hend th 

fac tors influencing natural resource utili zati on in Zege p ninsul a, northern Ethi opia. 

fn order to materia lize my interes t, T \Vas interested to sc i ct an area affec ted by som 

environmental prob lcm . Ensuing, considering the peri od I have all oca ted for fi Idwork 

(ranging from 2-4 months), 1 dec ided to se lec t an mharic speaking arc, as it can 

fac ili tate cOllllllunication. 

I first heard of Z ge around fi ve years ago when I was touring some of the historical sites 

of northern Ethiopia. As in most historical areas, I was impressed by it's long historical 

backgrou nd and reli gious heritage part icularly the anci nt churches estimated to be built 

between the 14th _1 6th century. The trekking to the churches gave me the opportunity to 

learn abo ut the coffee production of the area whi ch make the peninsula one of the few 

coffee growi ng areas in orthern Ethiopia. 

Zege prov ided a dimension for my research problem as I have came across some official 

report s of th e Bureau of Agri culture (B oA) and non governmenta l orga ni za ti on such as 

CA RE- -th iopia whi ch ap prai ed the state of th e envi l'onmental probl Il1 parti cul arl y 

defores tation in the pen insul a. The above mentioned factors, and th religi us innuen e 

whi ch to a certain ex tent intervened in the producti on syst Ill , Z g ser ed as th id I 

site to examine the hypothesis of the study. 



The si: ty-eigh days 0 the leldwork pt.: nnl ted the research to attai n or grasp a \'ider 

understandi ng 0 th t.: situation and become acqU4lI11 cd wi th her pert ll1 n ISSlle 

oncerni ng the Ii eliho d situati on f the peopk. uch en oun ters ult im tel y e endc 

th course of th r s n all mpts t gi 0 h 

Ii elihood situ tion an n tur I r source ut ilization 0 the p ople in Z ge. hi s ill bring 

into the scene the di rs issues, [rom which other r s arch interests can b articul t d. 

As pa rt of the cu rri cu lum in the stud y of soc ial anlhr pology, students are acquai n ed 

with the impo rtant anthropo logica l resea rch methoc/ ologies in the tw years of the course 

work. ccordi ngly, the anthropol ogist during the li cldwork is ex p cted to obs r e or 

inspect close ly, perhaps parti cipate an I understand the way of Ii fe 0 th cone rned 

people. Despite such th eo retica l acquaiHtance or famili ari zati on, 1 am of th conviction 

that the emotiona l, unrest and anxi ty one experi ences in the field needs to b giv n du 

importance. Reflecting on my own encounter, 1 reca ll th co untless occas ions, my 

emotions fluct uated between confidence, irritat ion and anxiety during my stay in Zege. I 

tried to justify my feel ing by referring to the literature on fie ldwork. Though each had 

differi ng suggestions, my remedy for the worri es was to pursue the plan I drafted, my 

instinct and continued to identify good sources of information. 

At the co mmencement of the fieldwork, I introduced myse lf to the relevant government 

bodies . r tri cd to gather infollllation on the rcgion, co ncerned zones, Woredas and Zege. 

Moreover, 1 obtained lett ers of cooperation from the co ncern ed bod ies, which r quested 

the ass istance of the official s and profess ionals in lege . nsuing, T in vestigated th 

presence of an TGO operating in l ege. RE-lege was the so le GO in the area. r \ as 

also shown similar cooperati on for the success ful comp letion of my fi eldwork. 

At the site, I contacted th concellled Woreda, Kebele, and KPA officials all of whom 

conveyed th ir support to the success of my fi eld wo rk . I reca ll an event when I was ev n 

pledged an armed mi li tia man to accompany me during the dai ly tr kk ing to the ill ag s 

though the area is very peacefu l. I was amused by th taught of summoning someon to 

2 



co 11\ crse with 111 hc prcsence of an armed mall I politely dc line the 0 I'r 

acknowledging the tr nquility 0 th peninsula. I howcver e. pn':SSl: my grate ulm.:ss . 

Initially, I visited the chur hes in the anous corners 0 the peninsul \ hich g m lhe 

opportuni ty to g t cqu int d \ ith th ar a and people particularly th clergy. I though 

the blessing of th priests and eld rs was importan t or gain ing a c ss to th communities 

and the people. 

At the beginning I tri ed to learn about th hi stori cal backgroun of the peninsul and th 

an;a by intervi wing priests and elders (both womcn and mcn). uch inquiries gav th 

pcople thc imprcssion that I was a tourist or a journalist, as th se are the issues touri sts 

usuall y i nq u ire . I had the chance to bservc the presCI'vcd rei igious materia Is mostl y 

religious books, paintings and attires donated by the eli fferent reini ng kings in Ethiopia 

since the 161h c ntury. I not iced that as in most areas the priests and even th ord inary 

people are proud to reli sh the long hi story and heri tage of the peni nsul a. They usuall y 

discourse about God's bless ing and Hi s pi dge to Ab une Betre Mari am (one of the 

founding fa thers/monks of Zege) to preserve the peni nsula naturally endowed, fe rtile and 

suitab le/comfortable area to live and dwell in. Though the people acknowledge th ir 

virility, they still beli eve that it is God ' s pledge not the sustainable and high production of 

coffee and Gesho cultivation, sustained their li ves am idst their poverty. 

I tried to identify the ma lll featu res of the villages . Though most of the vill ages 

excmp lifi ed similar features in some in stanccs proximity to th e town, natural settings, 

access to se rvices exemp li fied son e di stinct rc~\tures. For instance, in areas adjacent to 

the town, the people are mo re act ive in trade and related act ivities aside from coff e 

cu ltivation. These areas are al so relati ve ly n ore populat d with arti san-fa rmers (as they 

also engage in the culti vation of CO fD e) . There are al so areas frequented by touri sts nd 

where th inhabitan ts generaLe nom inal income from the tourist mark t by s Iling 

paintings, basket work, r li gious books and from t urist guidi n:;,. 

3 



Il was · ~I.' clear 0 asses he Impact or such Irequen cllcoun crs . I came aero s some 

youngs ers ellher drop ou ts or who luil school to lakt.! up the irregular an compc.: Illve 

tourisl guiding. 'ome have maintained contact wi h the lourisl' that nee vlsiled the art.!:t . 

They recei e gift and linaneial assislance rrom lhelr 'friends'. lIeh rela lon$ have III 

some aspect had negati effect, s th s youngsters rely on th irregul r assist, nc < nd 

money frol11 the touri sts wh i h mad th m dependent. l lence, som pr r to anx iously 

await the arriva l 0 the tourist bo t [ro m Bahir r rath r th n pursuing schoo l, t king 

part in farming or other activiti es . Instead, th y spend most 0 th d y un r tr sh 

playing cards with money, qui te often with the U do ll r they obt in from touri sts. 

Concerni ng the s lection of the res arch sit, I was more interes ted in se lect ing an r a 

which is not very close to the town yet has access to it and where th peo pl engag In 

cultivation as wc ll as othcr acti viti es (such as trade) whi ch diversifies the household 

income; such IS very typi cal feature [or houschold s in Zege. I fina ll y chose Deb r 

D eshlvi ll age in Mchal Zege Yi ganda I(P , situ ated in the north west corn er 0 the 

peninsula. The peop le also refer to it as Mehal Zege Giorgis Desh . Betre Mari am church 

is found with in (in the vicin ity) thi s villag but peopl use the name Giorgis to refer to th 

area, as it is the oldes t chureh built presumably b tween the 13 1h
_141h century according to 

local sources. The presence of these ancient churches of the peninsu la also enticed me as 

it exemplify it 's ri ch reli gious and hi storical heritag . 

My acquaintance with the priests facilitated the introduction with the people. Such 

acqua intances were crucial to the commence my ass ignment. I i~troduced myself as a 

university student from Addis Ababa who came to Zege to study the history and cu lture 

of the people. omc apprec iated the idea whil st some wcre quick enough to criti cize my 

intenti on and di sclo 'cd tha t s me pe pic both loca l <l nd G reigners have embarked n 

simil ar tasks prc iously, but yielded nothin g lO the people. " lVe have 11 0 1 seell olly lh ill 

fro m th ese st lldies YO ll claim to ha ve beell olldllelillg." 
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t the b glJ1l11ng, r i i d P opl L met through the pries s, then gr ually eX enoe rn' 

network. I inter ie\ cd p oplc \ h never pas 'Ible, I even condu ted in om14t! Interview 

whilst walking down the narrow path to and ('rom tlte vtllages a ' the people InquIre the 

purpose of' my presencc; often assumed as vi SI tIng family members III Lege. lIch 

junctures usually pa cd the \ ay {'o r initi ating a conversation. SIde f'rom these 

opportu nities, the fi Id st, 0 th Bo and ' RE-Zege also introduced me 0 some 

people and pro ided gen ral inform li on on the villages. 

Gradually, 1 felt comfortable al d p op l b gan to recogniz d m . . Lower, I \ as gl n 

severa l identities wh ich at times wer [or my benefit whilst in oth r occasions h mp red 

attempts to access certain information. Initi lIy, I was r garded as a tourist, th n 

emp loyee of C and eventuall y when I started inquiring about land issues, people 

assumed I was a government employee studying land re-distribution and 'measuring 

land' "II/ eret yemetelekawa". In some instances, I was su mmoned to visit th fi Id of 

some peopl e and requested to m asure the plot as they wan ted to show the size of their 

holding is inadeq uate and also to explain boundary di sp utes. Despite such encount rs, 1 

was convinced that no matter how much I tri ed to :1ss imilate (a t least to a certain xt nt ) 

they will always see me as the outsider specially considering the time spent in the field. 

Eventually, I b li eve I became known as the student , as I did not fi t pr cis Iy in th 

assumed categories or identities . Due to such multiple identiti es sometimes some people 

were keen to allocate time fo r interv iew appreciat ing the mere fact of my pr sence in the 

area, away [rom my home, fam ily and relatives. Some conveyed 'their hope if I would 

help the area by opening some type of company or a factory, create mp loym nt 

opportunities or income generating activit ies for the people. On the contrary, some 

cons idered my attempUstudy/presence as fut il e effort and D It that I was wast ing th ir and 

my time. 
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lOn, [ nc un ercd both en our ging n str ll1g In the ours 0 g 

situa ions. It was .sion Ily di licult and disc uraglllg \ hc.:n people cons cu I el 

delay or cancel appollllllH.:nts. Though I was allllllCS f'rusllatcd I had to tical wllh It. 'ollle 

on tllc contrary camc prcparcd "'itll some "'llllen dOClllllcllts or rciiglolls book' and 

family heritage or explained III grc4.l t dct<1I1 SOlllC )1' the ISSllCS or my Illqlllr)'. I cllJoycd 

their respcct, amazed by thei r eloquence, <.\warencss and thcir manner 0 c:pressing and 

explaining certai n situations in their 0\ n \ ay. There \ ere also occ sions \ h re til 

issues I rai sed interested them mol' than I thought it " ou ld and pro id d m \ ith 

detai led information. th rs w r not com fortab Ie to d i scou rs on c rtai n issu s and v r 

lenient to be interviewed . 

Regard less of such encounters, I also knew that everyday mad a difference. Peopl also 

became used to my roaming arou nd and asking questions, attending events such as 

religious ce leb rations, vis it ing mourn ing people, local 'courts' and observing litigation 

and some public gatherings . ome even bothered to inquire if I have managed to find th 

people I looked for or success llil y gathered inform ati on and whether I have seen progress 

in wha t I was trying to study. ome extended their d sire for the successfu l completion of 

my mi ss ion. 

1.1. Res ea rch Inter es t 

Regarding the shap ing and amendment of thc r sea rch interest, during the first phase of 

fi eldwork in July 1998, the compiled data during th fieldwork and observation pointed 

out the need [or the amendment of the focus of the research. Th is w'as important as un li ke 

the initial impression, the gathered info rmation seemed less rei vant. 

It was during the daily trekking that I noticed th ill -defined boundaries of adjacent coffee 

tracts. r was interested to know how they manag to di stingu ish the boundaries and if 

people encounter di spute over the demarcation. parsely planted trees, bushy plants, 

narrow path, hooks and rocks use I to indi cate the boundary. "ven though most p opl 

say they have no difficulty of indi cating their boundari s, I noticed that ol11e ar as I as d 
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dl Clcldtil:s I \\ulHklCd If pcople bikcl 0\1..'1 ~ lI c h I M Il.: • I. hllilchc pro c 1 11\' rr 'hI 

\\'11\.:n I viSi ted the KP{\ s o nice and the SOCial JlIstlCI.: COlllllllttee " ll1Ch functlOIl';1 ' ht.: 

local court. [ \ as startlell by the number particularly or cases n lanll demarcati on and 

related Ian issues such as ac ss nd eli ision land among joi nt hoi rs. 

In defi ance 0 the p ople 's Irm ti on 0 the identiti ca ion 0 th boundari s 0 th ir 

ho lding, [ \ as intrigued by the fr qu ncy of til dispu tes 0 cr It nd dem'lrcati on y t hy 

never mentioned or rais the issue. t that juncture 1 \ S war th t the topic 0 

tenure and dispute over land boundary should be where I ne d to concentr teo Ho er, 

despite such overwhelming fact I was also keen to entertai n other issues as fl OUS 

rclevant top ics th at were [ great relevance as ide from th land dispute \ ere unra el d. 

ro r ex amp le, Zege 's trae! network and it 's relation with th e outsid \ as Iso on of th 

many topi cs of in teres t. raduall y, I was al so able to lea rn th at the di erse topics 0 

interes t which compc ll ed me rea li ze the rol of web of fac tors that affec t r sourc 

utilization in Z ge. 

1.2. ta tcment of the Prob lem 

This study is an effo rt to add r ss issu s pertaining to the utili zatio n of natura l resources. It 

is an effo rt to understand the web of caus s and process s that explain natura l resource 

degradation . The justification for this research is based on the conviction that isolated 

analys is of the prob lem, in this case resource degradat ion, mainly defo restation and 

focusi ng sole ly on the symptoms, may hamp rs an in-depth understand ing of the situation. 

It is this dimensi on that the resea rch endeavo rs to entertain by ass ss ing th und rl ying 

issucs affecting resource uti li zat ioll . 

It is beli eved that an insight into the live lihood situ ati on of th people can ser e a a means 

[or grasping the dynamics and interpl ay of social economic, politi ca l and cultur I 

chall enges that elucid ate the manner of r sourc utili zation. Th ecosyst m ap pro ch 

wh ich is ori ented towards systems an lysis, p rtrays issues as part of a \ id r system. u h 
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an approa h hence , p 'nnits id run e stalllhn ' ur the IIllerplay 0 tt e e hall -n 'e;S 0 h· 

people; and it's Impac t on resour t.: utili zat io n_ Yet, rather than posing the; society. a 

stagnant rdic dc;Jlled of responding to the chan 'c;s :tllluml It, issue - ur a lap .lllOn hat 

capturc thc Icsponses <.:h.lI1nclcd to constant c;hallcn 'c;s .lIld un -teady cllndltll>n ' \\ ill be 

discussed. 

Further, ayua' s [1990:276] diachronic approach \\ hlch t.: ll1phasiLes the anal YS IS of 

specific activities L long \ ith th \ id r context (in which they arc situ ted in), is ssu n d 

to be of relevance or thi s resea r h .to void ov r simp li led ex pl n tions 0 th problem. 

As Manger pointed ou t very oft n ther is a t nd ncy to attribu te symptom 0 particul r 

env ironmental degrad tion to 'an immed i te human caus ' . Th r for ther is a ne d or 

mo re elaborate or complex pres ntation -which mak s room for th independ nt \ orking 

of social, economic and political factor" and by establishing th dynam ics in th se fi Ids 

its implications on the environment becomes more lucid [Manger, 1988: 156]. 

On the whole, the main focus of the thes is wil l be to examine an understand \ hat f ctors 

influence the manner of uti li za ti on of natural resources particularly land and fores ts. It is 

ass umed that range of factors affect direc tl y or indirectly the resource utili za ti on. t a 

local level is assumed the community norms , soc ial relations and r li gious alues and 

institut ions will have an important bea ring on household dec ision mak ing on natural 

resource management. Hence, the study will attempt to go beyond identi fy ing the f ctors 

of the commonl y menti oned phys ical or non socia l L nd cultural factors such as natural 

calamit ies, popu lation pr ssure, land degrada ti on etc. L nd exp lain the interact ion of such 

problems by implementing these anth.ropo logical r search m thodo logi s. 
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In thc light or thc l)fc\ailing probh.:llls regardrng the 5t.IIlIS or natural rC$our C!i III he 

an:a. the research will look into the factors h,1I have contributed to he tlc enoratll g 

situation. In doing so. it is b li e ed th at examining rangc ac ors l!1c1u ing social. ntl 

cultura l actors such as r li gion. rol tradi ional institutions/a so iations tr ditlon I 

practices. gcnd r rcla ti ons ill gi an insight to thc prob lcm. 

P ifi c bj cc tiv 

1. Documcnt th pattern of natur I resource ut ilizat ion 

2. To cxp lorc and analyze th 1'0 1 o[ various factors in a fcc ting ind i idu Is choice 0 

certain natura l rcsource ut ilization practi ces . mong th sc fac tors that \ ill be 

exam ined are th poli tica l atmosphcre, eco nomic realm and socia l and cultural such 

as norms and values, rcligion, traditi ona l institutions. g neicr. kinship. r lation 

betwecn thc Illcmb rs of th cOlllmunity. ownership and inheritanc rights and othcr 

related issues etc., in affecting ind ividuals cho icc and in adopting c rtain natural 

resources management practices. 

3. Examine the differ nt perception of th peop le regard ing utili zation of natura l 

rcsourc and the factors affi cting it by age, gender, r li gion, educati on etc. 

4. To analyz the effect of external in fl uences such as state poli cy, migrati on, markets 

etc. on the utili zation of natural reso urces 

5. Attempt to draw a lesson from the situati on of Zege regard ing traditional resource 

util izat ion practices 

1.4. igllili ca ll cc of t he t. udy 

Considering the current statu o f natural re'ources of the country, th va luc of an y 

research on thi s subject ill yield ing a better understanding i unquc tiollabl . III thi s 

regard then, th is anthropologica l research \ hich is dedica ted to th xplora tion, nd 

explanat ion of the facto rs th t have to do v ith the utili zat ion of natur I r sour e is hop d 

to con tribut to\ ards a better understand ing of th situa tion. The res < rch can se s 
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~thllo '1.lpllle Ill:! '11al 011 om: of the hi I I .11 .111 I ullique .IIC.I r the 1111 • •• Ib u 

which little has beell \ t'IttCIl so ".IL 

1 .. I' ralll\\'rl rAlla l / i -

The intl!rest anthrop I gy and p rti ul arl y social <lnthropol gy In n tural CI Ironm 'nt 

has bl!l!n sharpened particul arly sinc the 20th ccntu ry wi th th mergence 0 th sub-

lidd ecologica l nthropo logy. Thi s part 0 the di sc ipline has b en dul y ocus on the 

relations between 'popul tion dynamics , socia l rganizati on nd cullur nd th 

environmen t they inhabit" [Orlov, 1980]. In 0 h r words, cological nthropology 

asserts tha t the " r la ti ons between hu mans and their en iro nment ar m di ted by 

culture" [Ingo ld 1992 :39]. 

The theore ti ca l fo und ati ons tha t merged ti1ereaftl! r, have art icula ted th locus of 

anthropo logy to focus on va ri ous environl11 ntal issul:s due to th continuously changing 

relation of society and nature. As a result , th contribu tion h s be n directed tow rds 

topics such as sustainable liveli hoods, trad it iorial kno\Vl edg and resource managem nt 

and conserva tio n. As Desco la and Palsson 111 nt ion d " th r cogniti on th at natur is a 

soc ial construct and that conceptuali zati on of the nvi ronment are the product of 

changing histo rica l contes ts and cul tural sp cifica tio n pr sents a diffi cult chall ng to 

anthro pologica l inquiry" [Descola and Palsson 1996: 13] . 

In this rega rd, the contr ibu ti on of anthropology in the manag 111 nt of natural r sourc s 

extends to inc lude iss Ll es concern ing constructi on of local know I g , decision-mak ing 

and people's pressure on the use of reso urces, ho\\' th l: enviro nment c fec ls or ' speak 

back' to peo pl e, the unpr ced nted d mand and ovcr util iza ti on natura l r sourc s, 

copi ng or adaptiv strategi s in th fac of natural haza rd ctc. [ib id., 1996]. 

ost importantl y th 1'0 1 of anthropology In th stud y of traditional r sour s 

management is unqu sti onable sinc stud i s on Sl ch issu s re luir su[(i i nt 
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"apprc ia tloll sial , cconOnll ami environmental on ilions \\ hi t nunurc an I 

modif them" (r·ikre 19 :67). In th is regard, anthropolo 'Y 'Ilhanccs hc kno vi dge 011 

natural resource III all a 'CIllCll t by glvin' duc clllphasls to pcople's cultural pcr 'PCCtl 'cS 

,lIld local knowledgc 011 thc usc or sUl.:h I CSOUI CCS [( '1\)11 alld Parklll' ! ~1}21 

In the attemp t to procure ex tens i e understanding or the people-en lronmem 111lCraC ion, 

and a oid detem1inisti c expl an ti on some rramc\ orks ha e been d veloped, amongst 

which is the notion of 'ecosystem'. The de elopment or th applic,ti on 0 the notio 0 

ccosystem in soci I anthropo logy. s 11 to emanate rOIll the rustr ti o 0 s il gl tor 

analys is and th inab ility of xam ining th r lati onsh ip 0 di erent ctors tha c n depic 

or capture the dynamism of the given soci ty. Thi s was al so th concem of Dougl s 

[1972 : 13 1] when call ing for systems.analysis to d picts complex ity and th xt nsion 

of ana lys is to incorporate larg r cont xts which can extend t continental I I. 

In it's literary sense, ecosystelll is d fin ed as "a ll the organisms in a giv n area interacting 

with the phys ical cnv iro nment, so that a n w or energy leads to a clea rl e In d tro pi c 

structure, bio ti c diversity and mat ri al cyc les" [ - . dUIll 197 1:8 as quoted by loran, Ibid.] . 

Ecosys tem is also understood as simply on of the spec iali zed concepts pertaining to 

empirica l systems and cons ists a set of generali zati ons about th interdep nd nt 

nutri ti onal and population proc ss s of plant and anim al spec i s living in defin d 

phys ical environments (Tansley 1935 ). 

BOlTowed from the biological di scours s th notion of cosyst m has com to b us d in 

social anthropo logy to infer the relationshi p between wh t seem to be distinct featur s or 

vari ables . In it's bas ic oml it makes wid use of the syst ms analys is as it emphasizes th 

in terre lationship of the compon nts of the ecosystem. By simplifyin;:, th comp l x 

interacti ons, it permit the stud y r beil av i r r the whole and th parts r til ncerned 

eco logical system [ loran, 19 2: 54). uc h a lllanner o f' anal ys i has serv d as a means t 

achi eve a more pragmati c holi sti manner fo r analyzi ng issues. 
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lien [1990: 19 1] also tcs ti I th "i t ha shltll.: tht.: cmphJ is a v, rom tht: . Ig I 

correlation 0 cJ1viroJ1n I1 t< li sm, ossiblims and cultural C ology 0 ar mort: spe I -Ie 

and 111tegrated studies and a oid 'd simple-m111dcd dctcrminism by Its stress not only on 

reciprocal causati n but al so on comp l x net\ rki ng 0 mu tual caus. lity." 

The bas ic pr mise 0 ecosyst m an lysis p rt ins to th syst ms n lys is \ hich assum 5 

that the sys tem is m de up of parts hi ch c. nno t be und rstood p rt rom th ntir 

system. 'oncepts 0 f homeost, sis or eq u iii bri lim which nsti tutes th integral 

explanatio n fsys t ill S analy is, r fer ob liqlll:ly to thl.: stati c nature of the system and 

portray it as se lf contained. In oth I' word s, as . loran put it, thl.! cybernetic qua lit of 

ecosystem leads natur II y to the us of systems anal y is techniq ues ' [ ran 19 _:5 ]. 

Systems ana lysis has beco m a us fu l approach for anthropologists sinc it b gins \ ith 

holistic model of the components and inlerrel, li ons of an ecosys tem, essential ly in a 

qualitat ive and descriptive process with which anthropologist fe I at ease. Ho\ ver, it 

then proceeds to simp li fy th se complex interactions so that it can qu ntitatively study th 

behavior of bo th the whole and part icular parts of an co logical system [ Ell n, 

1990: 19 1]. 

Ellen al so argued that it p rmitt d the foc us n popu lati n rather than on groups d fin d 

by parameters (ethni call y or socia ll y) hence it has offercd a much more sati sfactory basis 

for es tab li shing cond iti ons of 'analyti ca l cl sure' and fo r th xplorati on of the alid ityof 

the concept of ada ptati on. ot on ly that but also in acknow l dging en ironl11 ntal ,nd 

cultural vari ab les it served as a m ans for dlalyzing comp lex and diverse int ractions of 

environmental and cultural features [ibid .,}. 

Grcetz 's work in Indones ia (1959) on th ' gri ultural Inno tion' is r gard d s on of 

the class ica l studi es in social anthropology 'V hich mad us of th ecosyst m as a unit of 

analys is. His work is accla imed for its zea l to elucid t econom ic stagnation of th n tion 

by considering rang of fac tors as id from th t chnologica l and en ironm ntal c us s· 
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but through 'ac tors whIch 'a ll un the his t rical 411 d p litical stip I: lions. 'I 

hl! maintained a di achronic appro, eh to • ptme the dynamic I tt C 0 he C onon IC 

systl!ll1 [ lor< n 19 2:55] . 

imilarly, the role attemp t 0 bri ng nature and socil!ty into a common rame \'ork) 0 

ritual in malll taill lng thl! l!ljui lt briull1 or the l!WsyslCI1l \\as thl! cO le orlhe I apport's \\ork 

(Il)u~), . PIgs luI' Ihe )\l lCes tors' 0 11 lite I selllbga . LtllIlg 01 l!W JU IIlea highlands . 

Focus ing on the TSll1 gegas dec ision to slaugh tl.!r pigs to mai ntai n the ba lance the 

ecosystem which other, ise sp II burden. Thus, the unrul y behav ior th hl! rd o f pigs 

and the damages they incur n d to b d alt v ith' in the Tsembga c s through a ritu 10 

slaughtering the pigs . ot on ly docs th ritual helps to r duc th str ss 0 til xc SS pIgs 

but also pl ays a cru cial part in the soc ial,r lati ons of th Ts mbga \ ith th surrounding s 

it marks the beginning of warfar . The whol process has rele anc in m intain ing 

people- land rati o as bo th the number of pi gs and sli ght decr ase of the human popul ation 

due to the inter tribal warfare. This wi ll allow fa llowing of th land for some time until 

the si tuation is repeated aga in. [Moran, 1982 : 274]. 

Regard less , of ecosys tem approach, its accla im fo r being a use ful pproach in 

anthro pology mainl y due to the holi stic approach based on the interrelationship of parts 

withi n the sys tem, it 's insinuati on o f bal anced and static ex plana tio ns h ve earned both 

the systems and the ecosystem analysis criti cism for lac k of depicting dynamism. The 

main focus of the cri tics of such an approach \Vas it' s imp li cation of homeostasis \ hi h 

also insinuated the stagnation of the soc i ty. Further, as Bennet, J. ( 19 6) rai s it 

undell11 ined the role of individual 's in dec ision making [ loran, 19 2: 56]. Th is premi s 

has earned it the label of neo-functionali st. 

Vayda [1990: 267] in thi s aspect argued that th regul ar use of th ecosyst m approach 

can hinder r s arch ac ti viti s dea ling with natural r source m nag m nt and ndur bl 

re lati ons bel\ een peop le and the en ironm nl. n I rsing astri's on th 

ecosystem ap proac h [1976:245, in ayda 1990: 267] , he suggest d th t n ironm nt is not 
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con ilH;o \ Ithin e syst n s nd h n e pre ludes the people en ir nn cn! tlO . 

Economic systems \ hieh in n t\ rk that ut a \ hleh 

compl iment harm ul 1I ili z ion 0 r some s in di t:rt:n l co logi ,I zo s rt: cxclu In 

such ana lysis. 

On the other hand, he also argued that tht: PJOPOllcIIlS ut' the systems analysIs canno be 

accused of neglecting the dynam ic nature or sOCldy ami depiction or stable homeostatic 

picturt:. The co re hi s cont ntions is that thou gh the failun.: of the system anal sis is 

not for lack of consid rati on 0 th . ch< nges in peopk t:n ironment interaction, r ther th 

weakness lies in the magnitud of th ir an'l lysis; the changes" ith in th boun e s st m 

were cons idered as such occurrences were th main issu 0 in t r st[ibid .']' 

As an alternat ive to such methodological obstruct ion, ayda put forw ar the noti on 

(research approach) of ' progressive contextu laisation' wh ich emphas iz s discern ing 

'interacting causes and effects' to ga i n comm nsurab I understa nding 0 f the prob lem. 

'Progress ive contextuali sati on as the phrase indicates, reviews the ident ifi ed prob lem in 

the wider contex t. In this regard , it fo cuses on vital human activiti es or th relations 0 

peop le wi th the ir environment and inspects such relat ionships by taking into account or 

placi ng it or view ing it as a pa rt of a wider contex t. 

.. . foc using on signifi ca nt human act ivi ti es or peopl e-environment interac tion and 
then expl ai ni ng these inter<lc ti on by plac ing them within progress i ely wid r or 
denser contex ts .. . Put the interac tion in qucs tion int contexts somc times by 
goi ng far beyond the boundari es of a nation sta te or island [Vayda 1990 : 267]. 

In so doi ng, in his study on defo restation in ast Kali mantan, Indo nes ia, ayda [ib id. 

266], stick ing to the progress ive contex tualisa ti on , he id nt ified dim rent st ke holders of 

the fo res t and analyzed th causes and th effect by adop ting holisti c anal ys is and h nc 

regarding it as part of a complex interaction. on inc d by the no ti on of ' thought 

ex periments" of pl ac ing on self in the pl ace of the act rs and, tt mpting to und rstand 

'what there might be in their situations to mak them do " hat they do', attempt d to lev 

the si tuation by g ining a wider unci rstanding. In so cloing, yda refrain d rom 

ident ifying a research un it as <ccordil g to his argumen t th unit r sponding r 
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p.lltIClll~1I CIl 1I01llllcIltai plllb1c1ll thilci III .1 " lId.III " t) thc 1l.ltufe .1IId c I 'lit 0 II c 

problem. I'urlhcr, abscllcc pnuri aSsulllptlOlls \\,1 .11 () IC '.utlct! a' the \C _ ' cflCc of 

the approach rested 0 11 specific activities, placc :tml tl1lle which pemlll e bel cr 

understa nding 0 the activiti s. 

uch allemp ts h e not esc p d criti s or instance II ill 1970) in discussing her 

research on West [rican rural conomies st tes: 

ut if one cannot pi nne's work in advance, h w c n it b directed? 'or 
mysel f I depend ery much on my nai ve feel Ings 0 surprise-holding that the 
most surpri sing "events" are most worth pursuit. T do rese r h is se rch or 
anew id a one missed I st time when ormulating the packet 0 consci us, pr -
consc ious and uncons iOLls assumptions one carnes to the leld [p.XIV, In ayd, 
193:27J 

IIowcvcr, the proponent [ progress ivc contt:xtllalisation have als pointed Oll t that the 

approach may not be appli ed in the same manncr in diffcren t subj ct matt rs, h nce, so me 

amendmen ts are n c ssa ry. 0 spite thi s, the approach is r ga rd d as rele an t [or 

acqu iring balanced view of a given situat ion as it permits stud ying st ble, unstable nd 

transi tory phenomena. 

Ellen in th is rega rd, conducted stud y on the Moluccan islands of east rn 1ndon sia . The 

who le attempt of the exerc ise was to show that a giv n pop ul at ion can b part and P< rc I 

of 'graded boundaries' within a system. By focusing on trade n two rks, Ell n id ntifi d 

networks at loca l intermediate and regional level. Each group enter d th trade n tv ork at 

various levels due to certai n reasons and had arying cons quences. By this Ell n want d 

to show that ga ining understanding of th e function or th role o[ a particular situation in 

both the loca l and wid r contex t all ws to comprehend loca l cl1'lnges induceu by th 

inclusion of the ex ternal cali s . In other words ., 10 g bcy nd th e explana tio n f a 

particula r loc, I change or pattern \ ith r [erence to SOIllt: general ' xt mal' e ent(s) and 

specify in more detail how a caus has be n transm itted Crom an imput d point of origin 

and trans formed through intermediate variables , \ ith arying and multipl cons u nc s 

to produce a parti cu lar loca l effect." [Ell n, 1990: 2_0] 

15 



r ,\ cla piaii II 

Thl.: study of adaptation IS regarded as a p s ib\(.; \\ .1)' uf .Iddrl.!s ' Ing the is ·lll.: uf ch.mge III 

dea ling with ecosystem . Adaptation ",s a terlll that rders to change in rno es of bdla lor 

des igned to nl' nage or impro the lot or the indi vi dual ami the group" [Benne I 1996: 

33]. Further expounding th tenn , arlet 197 : - 9) Indicated tha the tem1 was borro v -d 

from the evo luti onary biology and' imply that thl.: resulting fin or ur is th only so lution 

to a specific env ironn nta l situ ti on, nor do s it imply that th so lution is the 'b s t" 0 

given the resources at hand . Likewise langer 19 6, I 96a) m nt ion th t dapt ion 

"signifies a r la ti onsh ip between a given popul tion and its env ironm nt and in bio logy 

as the process by which ( n an imal or pi , nt b com s filled to its en ironm nl. ' 

One of the vita l issues in the rhetoric of adaptation ha to do \' ith the ad<pti unit: 

indiv idua l vs . gro up/popu lati on adaptati n. The interchangeab l LI S of these tends to 

obscure the process of adaptation. v hil st, such di screpanc ies arc not magnifi ed or ar 

hidden in the case of group adaptati on. Thus, it refe rs g ner Ily to manner of th 

management of physica l resources and focll s on the role of insti tut ions, sys tem of 

subsistence and' cultural pat tern" [B nnet, 1996:27]. 

Though there are COPlOLlS themes and poin t of emphas is withi n the subj ct matter or 

concern ing the subject matter of adaptation in both phys ica l and cul tural anthropology, 

the gist of the discuss ion here will rest on the process of adaptation and ho w it can 

benefit or en hances our understanding of the hu man env ironme~ t inter cti on without 

being caught in th ecosystem type of argument of hom ostas is. 

When focusing n adap tation as a pr cess, all nti on needs to be gi en t th ' m chanism 

of change ' by giving due attention to constraint s and deci sion making \ hi ch shapl.: or 

lead to the elll erg nc of individual adapti vl.: stratt:gie [1 lang r 1996:32]. Thu , the 

SO CI I, cul tural , econom ic, p litica l and hi torical contexts \ hi ch ,n shal c the ad. ptivc 

process shou ld fa ll LInd r scrutiny. Furt h r elucidating th notion f d pt ti n lang r 

16 
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furthcr indica es tha adap at ion nee I' to bc rcg.udcd.I.1 lo-cuilumi eh. n ·e .• 1 h' 

whoh; process of adaptation is a carrier uf culture III \ I' \ l)r ")' '(em' an.d, IS .1Il1 lhe 

process of adaptation. tile cmpllasls bCCl)llIeS lUI .Id Illl\\ It:d '11Ig tile r ,Ie or the .\cIOli 

systcms In the atiaptati n pr ees' at lllfti::lellt h;vcls. III thiS, 'pro 're I 'e 

contcxtuali ation' adds the n d t acknowkdgc and clue ida e the vanous s)'s em 

working in th sp ci fi c premis 0 the problem and bring into the scene he dYI all1l 

nature ofthes syst ms at di[~ r nt I Is [ibid ., 3 ]. 

1.6. Lit ra tllr R vi \V 

The term "natural resourc s" extends to includ 'SO I11 thing naturally occurring n d 

by an organism, population or ecosystem for en rgy con rsion or use to s is y human 

needs inc luding, air, water, vegetation , mil era l, wildlife, etc." [F 1993: 13]. ibbs nd 

Bromcly [1989:23] xplaincd that thc m rc cxistcnce of such natura l compon nts \ ill not 

make thcm seen as resources unless they serVl; as means of livelihoods or pcopl . 

Therefore, indicat ing th at the boundary I' the ddinition of rcsources can expand and g 

beyond short term utility as more compon nts of nature such as so lar energy arc utili z d 

to sustai n liveli hood. 

Grima and Berkes exp lain that acco rding to the ecosystem approach, the interdep ndenc 

of thc vari ous components of the ecosys tem and the co logical value of resources' is 

emphas ized. Thus it hi ghlights that the manner an extent of utilization of on \ ill a D t 

the other. Moreover, th approach in consent of what Gibbs and Borm Iy d picts 

resources not as mere facto rs of production (as th y may not b desirable in th ms I es) 

bu t rather as means to an end or in oth r words r valuable only to th (xtent th t th Y 

can be llsed to crea t goods and ser ices' [ I 9:33]. 
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'I he cultural delinitl n or \\ hat c II lI11IlC .1 1I.ltur.d rc Oll n;l: h. bccn r I e I b, 

Zimmerman [ I ~51, as IIlCIIIIOIIC I b)' (HI Ill •• Jlld Ilcr~.c 11 I) I J I hc malll Clllph.1 I hc 

argument is tha t resources are n t what they becume' rather arc culturall defllleo .1Il0 

acknowledges the aria ti on r the ult ura l <.it:finitloll of natura l resource ' whlell an 

include and xclu c rtain n ur I ompon nts as natura l resources. 

Further clabo ration is al so gi en by ibbs and ormely \ hich accelllu ' t the e, is enc 0 

natural resource within a pa rt icul r te hnical and institutional en ir nment. In thi s reg rd, 

the former pro ides too ls nd knowl dge to use res Uf es and the I Lter de mes issu s 0 

resource con tro l and th technologies pplied [19 9:3 ]. 

1 'atura l resources are considered as renewabl and non r n \ abl . bl or 

sometimes referred to as flow resourc s such as \ ater, sunlight for sts or \ ater Ish nes 

arc assumed to exi st in stock and thus depending on the manner of Ilanagcment of the 

utilization, are considered inex hall sti bl r can b susta ined indc finitely. Ho\ e er some 

fl ow resou rces such as fo rests and grass lands have criti cal levels, beyond natural capac ity 

to replenish whi ch if th natura l capacity to repleni sh itself, th r sources ar doomed to b 

destroyed and di sappea r un less restored at some cost [ibid ., 1989]. The non ren \ able or 

the stock reso urces ar seen as exhaust ible to a state of depl tion. s a result , th physica l 

quantity is of considerabl impo11ance. 

In Ethiopia, during the las t few decades studi es focusing on environmenta l issues ha 

been forthcoming. These studi es are greatl y focused on the appraisal of en ironm nt 

degradation and conservation and on the analys is of factors and it ' s imp ct on ar ious 

sectors. Issues pertaini ng to agri cul tural parti cul arl y pea ant producti on and r sou r 

utili za ti on, land t nure, policy and prac ti c s 0 fragmenta ti on and Ian USc had b 11 of 

common concern . mpl e att enti on ha also been given to en iron m ntall y induced 

prob lems such as dro ught, fa mine, Ian I degr<dation, erosi n tc. th probl m Ian 

shortage, ri se of popul ati on, and th \ ors ni ng rural poverty ar the common exp l< n tions 

or features dep icted in va ri ous liter turc. 



In this rt;g' rd 

expounding or 

cr I t stu e eSOr1e Jlld adopt\.: mulli ~ riou o 

hand . IlC 0 the wi ely enter. ine I' C in the 

literature 0 11 natural resource in · thi pi a is land tellun:. Addre 'sing the policy dimension 

or land related issues, I essakgn 19 ' -, Il,ll,l ) presented a review of he land enure 

systems in l:llllopl<l and highlighted the \\eakness and ,dtelctlixt of the 1,1Ild enure 

systems insti tut t;d in ~ thi opia. n the \\ hole, he argued that the paucity or I IlCClltl \ e to 

invcst on land nd protect or ons r c natural resources IS caused b tenure 1I1S 'curit 

uch argumcnt h s al so b n held by [ zachc\ : 199 , ' utcli t;: 19 5, cr S\ rk: 1995]. 

Among the env ironmenta l problems of th country, 1<11d degradation nd it's imp ct on 

crop productio n is an issue v hich has not b en denied scanty r cognition. s m mio d 

earlier, erosIOn and th lack of [; rn1 rs ini ti ti e to in st on soi l ons r ati on nd 

managemen t du to t nure insecurity is m ntion d ,s a probabl but not su fi ci nt c us 

in Ethiopia [Sutcli n 1988, Wood 1987]. In this asp ct, utc li ffe pointed out th at studi s 

on land degradation concentrate on ap prai sing the symptom and I nd us practic s. tudi es 

on the impl icatio l of product ion and on the wider environment or th relat ionship of land 

degradation with the wicler cont ex t of fa rmers livelihoods, nation I ancl int rna ional 

soc io-polit ical and econom ic asp cts had not been fo rthcoming [1995 : 65] . In this r ga rd 

Sutcliffe forwarded the need to t k local (s ite) and ind ivid ual consi lerations in to account 

in determini ng the drea th of motivat ion of farm ers to in ves t on so il cons r ati on [ibi ., 2). 

Thc impact of popul ation growth henc forth prcssur is also a majo r factor that elucid te 

the issue of natural resource degradation. The impact of rapid popu l tion gro\ th an I 

pressure, decrease of si ze of land holding, shortagc of land which r suit d in th 

abandonment of certa in conservation practices [AI mn h 1990, Yeraswork 1995 Aklilu 

1994, arkos 1987, Yared 1995, Dessa l gn 1994, I fes fin 199 1]. arkos in thi s r g rd 

stressed that in a situ ati on where dev lopment and technologica l input ar almos t st gn nt 

the rise of popu lation is doo med to I 'ld to m<lss iv di spla 111 nt population h n 

intensify the ne d for ofT-fa rm mpl oY1l1 nt. Ilcncc, mentioned the r vallc oe popul ati on 

policy to address or minimi ze it's f~ ct in the long run. 
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Fact:t! with shortage 0 'Iant! mainly bt:caust: ofpopulatl >1\ gro\\lh. the a .pll ere pl' 

o peasal ts Sl ch S I IH.J It:as ing rr' in poli shing • sh~1 t: cropping. II tcnSI 't: cllti ' J ' 01 

land leas ing, terrain poli sh ing share cropping. intcnsl\'t: cul tivation as some 0' II t: 

commonly sighted strategic ha als been oo\.:ulllelllt:d [Akltlu no rade 'st: 1«( I 

Alemneh 1990, D ss I gn 199 00 199 Paus \ ang I 9 J . 

Alemneh attributed th ' icious cycl • of en ironmental dcgr da ti on drough t an min 

to th ree fac tors: 0 rgrazing, 0 r-culli ati on and defo r stati on [ I 90 :3] . 'urther 

explaini ng the situati on in northern - thiopi a fac tors such LI S inlensi e culLi ali on, 

overpopu lati on, po litical and economic forct:s arc seen as escal ating the pressurt: on the 

environment [ib id .,] related 10 thi s h wever, Alemneh in lhi s regard recognized that 

environmenta l degradati on is afD cted by local soc ial, econom ic and poli tical orces. 

Consequent ly, he Co li s for syst matic fi eld stu dy by identi ying or consid ring such 

processes in understand ing or tackling land degradation. 

Among such studi s Pausewang,S. et al. (eds.) (1990) pr s nted a multidi sc iplin ry work 

address ing the issue of natura l resource managem nt in Ethiopi a. ood . (in 

Pallsewang, S. et al. (eds.), 1990), for instance discussed the combined effect of incr ased 

human and livestock popUlation, deforestation which fosters so il eros ion, certain 

farm ing practices and government poli cies on the environment for the last 80 y rs in th 

northern hi ghlands of Ethiopia. Further, the study looked at th role of socio- politic I 

environment of the peasant farmers which affected their, ccess to land and thus curtailed 

their interes t in conserva tion act ivit ies. 
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1. . ;\1 til 

1 hI.: stud y utili zed a range of n hropologi al and o~iolo 'ic~d n.: arch III ·tho s. 'I h . 

nl.:cl.:ssary first hand in fo rmati n wa ' gathell:d tllroll'lI thl.: lield \\urk \\ lllCh \. c I 

altugl:lhl.:r (o r G l days. lIllng th l.: (i eld wUlk the Ie e.l!cl\cl "as able to be III elo c 

contact with the concerned c 111ll1unities, ami had the chance 10 observe an recor 

acti vi lies 0 r thci r dai 1 y practices such as rei igl li S and clll tUI al and more spec tlicall y those 

related to the natural rcsourc uti liz ti n altiludes, norms ailles , cus om ' elC. had been 

observed and r corded. 

The observed and recorded facts wer urlher sIr ngth ned through In ervl \ (both 

structured and unstructured) of selected community 1 aders nd other rele nt 

personalities . Along thi s, household su"rvey was also carri d out on 152 hous holds in 

Mehal Zege Yiganda KP A. The appropri ate sampling techniques was emp loyed or th 

survey. In order to look at the different cat gories of the populat ion i.e. ag groups 

gender, class etc. strati fi ed sampling was employed. 

The quant itat ive data was analyzed by using the approp ri ate computer softw< r or data 

process ing Stat istical package [or ocial Scienccs( P +). The spec ific issu s gen rated 

was examined and analyzed in relat ion to other vari ab les and various th ori sand i \ s. 

A limited number of case studies (betwe n 20-25) was conducted to de lop a b tt r 

understand ing of the changes of the environment through tim . Di fer nt cat go ri s such 

as families, individuals fro m di ffe rent ag groups, gender and soci 1 back~round \ r 

considered fo r the case studies . Furth rmor , the findin gs from th fi ld \ ark \ s 

enriched by rev iewing various outlooks and p rspecti es from rei ant lit ratur and 

reports of various organizations. 
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I .. Lillli l ali 11 r til ' (II Ch 

The study lacks a thorough info rnntioll 011 how dl~Plltl: .Ill: -ttl'd c 'cn tholl ,h th 'pr e 

followed fo r in the settlement of dispu e h<ls been llltltnl:d . ,\s mo 't of th ' pre ent I 

(wl1lch were picked rom the local cou rt) or disputes are pelltilllg the)' wen; not solved dUring 

the field work. Th is can be attribut to the tlllle requll ed by the dl pute so l IIlg body to 

re\'iew the cases. ReI t d t th is th mann r 0 Ian demar ation in so l ing I n bound 

related cases was not also c ptur d duri ng th Icld \- ork. ll ad thc c. ses b n In liz In < 

shorter ti me and th d cision of the di sput r so lving body \ as kno n, th Ion 

would have yielded a bcttcr insight. 

22 



A
dn

1in
islrative R

eg
ion

s a
n

d
 Z

on
es o

f E
th

io
p

ia
 

/ 
\ 

. '-
.J

' 
J

'--~' 
,-

-
\ 

'
"
 

, 
---

\ 
?

-
( 

~ 
C

 
. j 

~
 

IV 
T

If!,lm
' 

.. 
f. 

e 
I Ig

l"l() { 
Ilg

w
)' 

\ 
A
.
.
~
\
 
~
 

A
ft//" 

''-../""",~/' 
-' 

{-T/"k~''':~ 
Zo

ne2 
, 

) 
~
 

f"
'..... 

,-
/
'\

 

" "'-
/'"\,...'"'" 

t 
W

ag 
~ 

s.
, 

/
/
 

\ 
/
'
,
 

"'L
. 

,I 
~
 

A
far 

--' 
) 

/
" 

N
. C

O
l/der 

,~'1l!lIIra\'Tigra{, 
/ 

\ 
/ 

~::;-;'), 
,. 

_
J
"
 

v 
Z~ne.J 

A
jar 

/ 

( /
1

.-
./

 
"
,
 
)_~)" 

r 
__ . __ '-... 

/Ii. W
e!!o

,
-
-
'
 

ZO
lle

l 
" 

p
gra y 

.,J'-
1

I
n

(l 
• 

\/1 '-\,). 
J/(l/II';iX

Il 
>, 

~
 

IV
 

f , Ateleke! 
A

ge,'::!. 
IO

la
l 

A
H

'i.Y
 

..." 
.' 

"
r

' 
-"'?-: 

. .r<--. 
I 

\ 
2 . 

./ 
,"', 

~.' ,-.-.)/-' 
~
 E. G

oja
lll 

1-
\ 

1 
~7.ol1ej 

\ A
so

sa
l 
~
 

~
" 

r' 
~
,
_
 --""'"S'r-(-

v
.
 

IV. S
hell'a 

A
/ill'

, 

/ 
ri 

'" KUllll.'Shi~ 
~
 S 

m
.. 

/
]

(113) 
'
)
 !zolle~/ 

----. .,; 
'i 

J(? F." W
eI/eg

a
 

'f/.J) 

_
F

 
-
'
.
-

J 
A

ddi 
/ 

/(m
g

o
 
~
 ......... J 

~
,
 

\.--
"\ 

Ire\ "
U

 .u 
IV. W

eI/eg
a 

j:>,~ 
~
 

A
h

a
b

" 
) .J 

~
 j~,,\ 

~
1fI. S

h
ew

u
 

..r'f If'. 1I00"erge 
~
 

{
; 

,,~~ 
'
\
 

E
 S

hell'a
,' 

'
\
 

ulllbell,\ (
1IllIb

a
b

o
r 

'1
. 
];,-

L
.
~
/
~
 

z
.w

 / --, 
>
\
~
L
,
-
l
 

Jelll 
olle

.
-
i
.
-
~
~

t
(
 

v 
'-' 

G
llra

g
e 

. 
\. 

( 
-
-

. .r
'V

-
J

ill/ilia 
~
 

Ar.H
 

-L
,. 

( 
, 

G
O

lllbel/" 
,........~ 

---.. 
lIacilya 

\
7

0
1lP

 2 ~
 J.!j:/l.c ho S

hekrChO' 
1:.1 

')
 

I 
~
:
y
~
 

lJ\ 
-' 

,/ 
G

o/JIM
I/:; -... 

) 
"'d

 ~
 

R
 

I 
\ f

·· 
.)1 allla 

~
 

/n
lh

'.f 
ellc I 

/ 
a

jl )
~
 V

 () 
. 

" 
I
.
 

1/1
0 

J
)-

~f 
, 

.'\_ 
, 

\
/Jlm

 .. ". 
'J!; G

 edlU
 

\ 

B
o

le 

S
o 11111 

B
u

re
llo

 

'\ 
\ Xl \ 

S
hiJlilc 

\ ... , 

I 

(, 

f.ih
e

l/ 
-.... 

o 
15U

 
300 

" 
K

ilo
rn

e
te

l-S 

'-"
--'. 

I, ",,,,,1 
~~ 

A
III/w

l"o 
N

elu
', 

t
,
.
.
 

r 
'\ 

(
i
I/III/(: 

1 
~
 

~
-, 

r 
( 

'-
v
/' 

r, 
r 

.1.1.1" 

~
_J 

",,'It 
. " ...... 

or 
n 

O
r0

I1I1.1'0 

~
)
l
,
 

,~,",., \;7
' 

_~~ 

~
-
-
/
 

" 
/'->

-.....----
,.0

 
--______ ; ______ _ 

)~ 
-. 

"
\
(
 

D
eg

eh
a

b
llr 

\_~, /-----'\ 
. /1" 

\ 

.H
eler -

K
n

ro
h

e 
\ 

" " 
C

u
d

e 

W
a

rd
er 

A
F

R
IC

A
 

t-r.... 
~ 

II 
\. 

'y
 

Y
 -

r
-
' 

r-\/{i ----i.~" f"" 
I ""n"" 

I:I,J;1
..j( 

;..)1, 
111 

(
r 

,. -:'C;),& '\" 
'\f-'>jl' l" 

5io"
,oll 

/ 



.-

BAHIR DAR ZURIA WEREDA 

.,",. 

" 

0 1 

::-;:.-.:. \ .... J:: 
0'<-1{""'" <. 
Ul I :,:,' I~: '" -<l 
CY ',':", , -: L ''' '' '' '~ ''-::::, + 

' ,' 

~ ... '\ ..... , 0 7 . ' 06 

f ,-----"'-{' " : ~ 
~) . . .. 

o ,~~_~ '. \- 05 

~ 

. " 

n: 

Lu 

/ 
08 / 

~y ---- --! 

' :,' , , , .... 
", 
", 

-, ' .. ;.:' 

~ 

A 

Z EG E 
...­

<) 

. ,.~~ 
~ ::) : , 

N 

,,- . \ 

4. ;________ 09 L-",\ 10( .. ~.. C 
" ' YV' 

a \.""", ~ .. ~ .' 12 : 

y "~ .. - ( . . ' ....... ',' 

v 19 \\ 19 "'" c 

. &-,-\ .. ~ .. ~ '" 
C LJ~ 

N 

\U { r{ " 13 ' :'. :;' 

0:. L' 1/\ '. ~ " ~" .~,'~ 
~ 14 ~ : BAHIROAR 

, .. ~" ---( "" .. -IdI!/////////I' 

\U '\ \ "'- " ~" """ 15 

\ 2 6 --t' (~. 
r-------, 

, NAMEO~ F AR M E R , 3 " / I \ 
A SS OCIA T IO N \"-".'29 " ~ / " "-, )-

" n ~1l n ~C:: I ~T \ / , 'P 'J '~ 
ESHENTI ) ! 2 6 : 

3 0 3 1 ' .... \ 

NAMEO~ . 

A SS OC 

DEK DES lE T 

EHA L E ZEGE 

,~ .. ~ 21 1 
\ / " z r- ) 0 

22 / I'TJ 

17 

o 

16 

\ 
:u 

\ 2 " 

O. 
0 2 
o 
0 4 

o '---(" j/) (~\'j" /--\ " 
~ 

0 6 

o 
0 8 L 

Sf 

s us 

" 

',I 

5 10 ', 

":$ 

~ 

! 32 .. ~.. , .' 5 : ~ 
/ 

/ -) 33 ') . 

It- \ , f-.\ -I;J 
"y ' 4 / I 

2 

~ - r-- " _-
\U ""--I ' 3 ~f. T I 

I 

~ 
4 0 

2. ~:\ ' 
:.------,. I r ;, 0 £' 

I 

:~- -
A JO 

S co l e 1 225, 000 

o 
fLO MAQUAL 

I 8 
( 
'\ 

• 

\ 

\ 
,~ 

, 

" 

' . 



~
 

~
 

01 
K

E
B

E
lE

 

/ 
A

F
A

F
/ . 

,.' 

I 

p.. 

~
 

-G
A

M
E

 

t.. 

A
 

E
G

E
 

P
E

N
IN

S
U

L
A

 

A
 

K
 

'" 
'-

':'.'~
:
'
~
'
~
"
'
"
 

•
•
•
 ~
 •
•

• 
# 

E:'" 

.. 
.... ,. 

/-

-)1 

• 
M

E
H

A
L

E
 Z

E
G

E
 

-t-
-

K
O

K
O

L 
·Y

E
G

A
N

D
A

 
-y 

Y
 I G

 A
N

D
 A

 
M

 E
 H

A
L

 Z
 E

 (; E
e A

G
E

R
 B

E
lT

 
. :

. , 

~
 

B
S

E
L

A
S

'E
 

"
. ~ 

~
 

ftO
E

B
E

R
 

'.
 

~
T
/
H
A
Y
M
A
N
O
T

' 

~
.
 

G
IO

R
G

IS
.
 1;(:.: 

O
U

R
 

A
 

K
 J D

A
.N

E
 
M
I
H
R
E
~
 

• 
M

E
K

E
L

E
M

IE
 

fj K
/ M

IH
E

R
E

T
 

.
O

U
R

A
 

• W
A

S
H

A
 

• 
A

T
A

T
/ 

-. -
.

. 
' .

.
. '.:-. .-: ........... . 

..
... -.-.. ~
 .. ;

-
.: ..
.

.. . 

K
 

E
 

T
 

S
c
a

le 
1:2

5
,0

0
0

 

B
 E

T
R

E
 

M
A

R
·' /J..;'; 

• SAR
 

~
 .. 

f). 

-
.. -

-
• i 

a
U

R
A

 
K

 / 
M

. 

N
 

ty-~
 



hapt r 11 

T he Physical and the Socio-Economic ollditi n f Z P nin lila 

2.1 T he Physical Setting 

Zege peninsula is located 111 West Gojjam zone, ahi r < r Zuri J or ·d I di s ri c 

administratio n) of the Amhara region. Th p ninsula extends int the south\ est comer 0 

Lake Tana and is situated at an altitude ranging b tween 177 - I 62 met rs abo c sc 

level. Zege is located 595 k. 111 away from ddi s b'lba and 32 k.ll1 a\ y rom ahir , r 

by vehicle or 15 k.m by boat. The size of th p ninsul a is stimated to b n I 00-

1600 hectares and it is characterized by uneven topography/l ndscap [r 

Lake Tana which is estimated to cover aD area of3600 KJ11
2 with 70 km long 60 km \ id 

and 8.9 meters deep, is the sole source of water for th p ninsula [Bureau of gricultur 

(BoA): 1994J. 

There are two Kebele Peasant Associations (KP As) and a small town in Zege. The t\ a 

KPA are known as Yiganda Mehal Zege and Ura Kidane Miher t. Afaf or 01 Keb l is lh 

small town in Zege which serves as a center for market and communication services such 

as telephone, postal and port for the government run marine transportat ion s rices). Th 

people of the peninsula belong to the Amhara ethni c group and are by nlarg ollow rs 

of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church though there are some Muslim resid nts in fa to\ n. 

The climate of the area can be described as mildhveyell adeoa \ eath r. t, peo pl 

mention about the chanaina condition of the 'vveather and particularly th const nt dcclin 
o 0 

of rainfall and rise of temperature. Affirming such r marks, the Bo r port [ibid. ] 

indicated that from 1964-1984 the average amount of rai nfall has shown a d clin rom 

1501 mm to 1029mm. Whilst the highest temperature has be n 26.2 °c and 10\ st 10
0 

. 
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The vegetation of Zege is characterized by natur I nnt h 

populated with indigenous species bushes and oth r pi nts. 

culti vated whi ch the people mainly relay on or li ving. 

or sl IS higll 

m jor crop 

, rul rc s, 

ginger and Geslw (Rhamnus prinoides) ar Iso gr \ n in the area [ 0 : 199 

2.2. T he Population 

According to the 1994 national census the pop ulation 0 th K.P s IS stirn 

3,900 and 2,8 17 for Yiganda Mehal Zege and Ura Kid n I y. 

to b 

ut th 

total population 2,058 in the former and 1,559 in the latter ar ~ mal s. Though th 

assumption is not validated by a data, the high number 0 D mal s c n b exp l in d in 

terms of male who have easy access for.out migration for furth r education, in s ch 0 

job and other opportunities unlike the females who are often tide up with the domestic 

responsibilities and malTiage and may not enjoy similar opportunities. 

There are seven villages or Deslt as they are locally r ferred to, in both Ura J(idall e 

Milt eret alld Yigmu/a KP As. The Desfles comprising Yioa llr/a Me/wI Ze e 

Agerbet, Sal' We deb, l11e/wl Zege, Deber, Yigallr/a, Kokel and Tall Gede! De ·1t ' S o ra 

/(idall lJle flre t KPA hosts AzeJva Mariam, Atati, Ura, Gallli, Was/za, 'Yfekelallli, and 

Broral1l ia. 

Though the name 'Zege' refers to the entire peninsula, for the illhabitan ts, it r D rs to the 

peninsula outside Afaf. The Zegegna are the people of Zege usually those from that part 
, 

of the peninsula outside Afaf. The Zegegltas also make distinction betwe n them and th 

fam1ing or cereal growing areas adjacent to the peninsula. They refer to these pi ces as 

Geter. Geter in Amharic means country side or a rural area. They refer to all these pl aces 

as Geter though these places have specific names. Such description gives the impr ssion 

that these places are regarded as 'backward' or 'uncivili zed' . In some instances the G t r 

seems to be stigmatized by the Zegellas as certain features such as 'early m rri g 

illi teracy of the people in the Getres. Despite such rhetoric, peopl ha eon n kinship ti s 

in these neighboring areas which they generall y refer to a ' Geter '. In fac t some 
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Zeoeg/las were born and liv d there or someti me until the cgul r1 y cr tio hai 

storm which devastated the area in 1970. 

As in other areas the people of Zege and the Iders pr is th 

"Yelleka ll eJV ye Zege sew" (the people of Z g ar nli ght n d) n lh 

it is feliile it can grow/suitable for any plant. D spite such n unting, people compl , in 

about the hardship since past decades due to popul lion ris 

government to develop the area, dec lininb producti vit y 0 c ce t nd sh 

carry the growing population. 

I, nd to 

The other issue that is worth addressing is the attitude of ou tsid rs on th p opl 0 Z g . 

During and in the post fieldwork period,.-6ome people, oft n thos from Gojjam di sc los d 

that the people of Zege are regarded as knowledgeabl on tr ditional medicines th t 

create hallucination or can manipulate evil spirits to act on peop le; hence are label d as 

'medalzallitegna'. Priests or Debeteras (unordained priests) are usually associ at d wi th 

such acts. In fact, outsiders at the beginning of the research continuously advised the 

researcher to take extra care and avoid opportunities to associate with the Zege/lCls. Th 

Zegegnas seem to be regarded as possessors of evil spirits and evi l eye or medic tions 

that create hallucination. 

A civil servant in Zege but originally from other part of Gojjam di sc losed that \ hen she 

was first appointed in Zege to work for a government organizat ion, her family m mb rs 

were distressed and shed tears thinking that she wi ll not be safi (in the abo e m nlioned 

ways) and was in fact accompanied by some fami ly memb rs to Zeg b caus of th su h 

belief. 
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2.3.Th e History Backgrolllld of Zege and It . ff ' 

Zege is sa id to have been fo unded during th r ign mp ror 

In this regard however as in most oral historic I ccounts th 

on 150 -15 0). 

, 

the reporting of the periods as some informants d t b k th 

14th century. 

oun tion 0 Z g 0 3 h-

Accord ing to the information there is a strong myth thaI Zege us d b p rt 0 Jerusalem 

and was inhabited by a peo pl e characteri zed by um li gious Ii e Slyl iscontcnt \ 1 h th 

situation, there were two hermits in. the ar a who scrupulously pr y d or God to h Ip the 

area and them. Their prayers was answer d when od rai s th 

section of the land and brought it to Lak Tana. I th r < ck 0 d \ n \ h n h 

inhabitants of Wengeta (currently neighbori ng Zeg reG r to m p [0 s \' th d m ss 

they asked "men zeg bela adere?" 'What has afloated (on the I ke) during th night?" 0 

the name Zege came from the word 'zeg', which means slow down wh n translated from 

Amharic . Another account on the naming of Zege asserts that the place wh r th t\ 0 

hermits lived was called Debre Zigag and they named it after that place. Zigag meaning 

according to infoD11ants secluded, hidden (sewara bota'. 

The hermits supposedly died there when they were told by t. fary th t Zeg \ s not 

their place of reverence rather God had ass igned it fo r th ven rat ion of a spiritu I person 

who will rise in the future. Puni shed by God for their insist nce to I a th r a th t\ 0 

hem1its died. 

Abune Betre Mariam who had been born in Showa aroundug r ( ntr I Ethiopi ) , 

moved to Northern Ethiopia to preach religion aft r compl ting th 

education. He was renowned for his evangelization and miraculolls d ds 0 h ling th 

handicapped and the sick in most places he stayed sllch as Damot (i n Gojj m), D nbia (in 

Gondar) and Desete Gelilia around Lake Tana. At the peak of hi s religious achi m 11 s 

God assigned him to go to Zege. There he met seven monks who came to r 

they had revelations of his an·ival. These seven monks also referred to as th s 

26 
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are said to eventually establish monast ri es < round th lak 

Tana. 

n on th l s i ' 1 0 1 C 

Upon the permi ss ion of the rein ing Emp ror mde iyon 131 - 13 wh had hCJn..l 

about the eminence of the monk, he built th Irst chur h 

informants said that it was bui lt in (290). h king is also sui 0 h 

peninsula and the monk and was empressed by the n tur 1 ndo\ m nl 0 

lorgis some 

V1 SIlc lhe 

then named the place as Libanso. The king after his visit alloc ted budg t d 

gave silver and gold Selat (tabernacle) . Twenty thI e y rs n. r the kings isit bun 

Betre Mariam died and he was succeeded by Ablln B rt 1 mos ¥ ho rot th chronicl 

and built the church Abune Betre Mariam. 

The chronicle mentions that God promised Abune Betre Mari am a fulfill d an p ce ul 

life for his fo llowers or children (of the church). God also promis d that th Zeg is 

blessed and wi ll remain endowed with resources that will last for gener ti ons. Th peopl 

to be bright and wise, enlightened, ski ll ed with a recep tive mind . He also pI dged lhat th 

people will no t be harmed by tbe wi ldli fe in the p ninsul a nor will th y b struck by 

lightening. 

Coffee is also said to have grown from the miraculous st ick (of Gesiio plant) 0 bun 

Betre Mariam. That stick is said to have kept the monk afloat on the lak \ hen hi s 

Tallqlva (canoe made of reed) capsized. Upon God's command, the stick \. as later 

planted in tlu-ee pieces and it regenerated into coffee, GeslIo, and Ades (\.:-:..:..c..:...:.= 

communis). Other accounts indicated that lemon and citrus also grew from th sti k. 

These plants were blessed by God to provide for the people and the gen rations to follo\ . 

Abune Betre Mariam was also told that livestock should not bre d in th p ninslll nor 

should tbe people plougb with oxen 'be be're e1l.dayetrrres, airrrj e/ldrryclI olI eb >( ' . 

Regarding the development of communities in Zcg it is b Ii til t thos (usually 

elders) who came to join the monastery fr0111 parts of ojjal11 \ a Ti grc Y and other 

parts of the country, they were gradually joined by th ir family m mb r. < n lor I 
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often warlords, who were giv n land by mp ror e ell u< lIy app' '. It cr ellier 

from the ne ighboring areas also cl r d nd nt red the p 'nmsula. Thougt Lc 'C i 

regarded as a 'monastery' it has commul iti s amidst th p ninsull. 

priests, there are different types of monasteri s: Y ' (lJId ' JI '1 unity \ hich is ,clusi C 0 

either men or women and 'Malzberawi' soci I or community b s 

ordinary communities inhabit the area. 

On the other hand, a similar story is also found in Ura Kid n lih rt ttri buting th 

establislm1ent of Zege to Abba Yohannes, a monk who established th old st on st ry 

and founded the supposedly oldest church in the p ninsul a, ihr t church. 

Abba Yohannes is said to have come from Axum, and beli ev d to h to g pt n 

Jerusalem as part of hi s rel igious indoct:'ination and pilgri m to b c m monk a ery 

young age. During his visit in Egypt he was inform d by a monk that h h s b n chos n 

to take thl'ee or four' Tselat ' (tablets of wood or ston fo r mak ing th T b macl ) rom 

Jerusalem to Ethiopia. Guided by St. Urael he built the hurches in cha y sus 

church and in Zege Ura Kidane Mihret, Azewa Mariam and lassi church s. h n m 

Ura is said to commemorate the kindness of the local landlord by the name of ro In 

Mecha who helped the monk by allocating land for the construction of th first church. 

Abba Yohalmes built the churches in Zege after obtaini ng permission from Emperor 

Amde Siyon. The monk asked the Emperor to establish a monastery in the peninSU la. It is 

said that the Emperor gave him half of Zege (other accounts said the whole of Z ge). 

In reviewing historical documents, Zege is often associated with it s com culti lion. 

The coffee cu ltivation of Zege has been documented by Pankhurst in \ hich h cit 

accounts of European trave ler' s in the 1830's ad mirati on of th hi gh qu lity of th co G l: 

beans and large coffee plantations in the beginning of th 20th ntury [202: 196 ]. A 

noted by Abdussemed [1996: 555], coffee pl antat ions \ as run by th pri sl with lh 

slave labor in the 20th century. 
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Regarding the cul tivation of coffee Z g Ir 
been dOCllmented by Pankhurst [1968 :202]. 

< cOllnt r m h I th Cen u ' h.l 'C 

Cult Ivation in the Lake T na arc, wa rep net! early In the 19th entl r r d 
cont ll1 ued throughout our p riod Th maIn center' I" Z 

. . 0 pr u tlon were .ege on 
the south Side of the lake. Zege \ as descnbed by Ruppcll In the I O· a 
produc::1g the best qualI ty beans while tecker hal u cen tury I tcr dc lared that 
It was especIallY,fa,med for its co ee pi nt, tlons". esc 'r t! ' Iden Iy \\c1 
developed, Sir WIlham Garstin noting in 190 Ih I 'h \ hoi 0 h hIli 
peninsula is practically one large coffee es I ". \ hil he sm n st te In h~ 
1930 's that the ar~a was by cover d \ ith 0 ee pi t lion. up\' 
estimated by COl'tesl at 1,000,000 to 1,200,000 kilos, but Ihi m y \ II h 
been less than formerly, for Rosen says that produ tion de lined on count 0 

competition from Rarar after the establishment of the r ilw y. 

Some historical writings of traveler's have also provided information on Zeg sp i lIy in 
the 19th century, Zege was depicted Zege as: 

"one of the largest and wealthiest towns" in the country wi th as many s 2000 
houses, but was twice raided by Tewodros' army; Rassam claims th t on th 
second occasion, in February 1866, in less than two hours not a hous \ as I 
standing, A couple of generations later the Duchesne-Fournet fiss ion hough 
that the town had only 1,200 inhabitants, wh il the Gu id later desc ri bed it as no 
more than an extended village. [Pankhurst, 196 :694]. 

Coffee in the early days was also used as a trade commodity. Trade links t nding to 

Sudan particularly through Metmema have also been mentioned by infomlants. 

Abdusmmed in this regard noted that the coffee of Zege was d stined to udan s 111 rk t 

and that even the price it fetched was set by the price in Metema, Gall abat, dj c nt 

towns and Anglo Egyptian Sudan respectively [1996:545 ]. The high r turn from cof 

encouraged the development of large scale plantation and the demand for sla I bor 

from southern and western parts of Ethiopia. 

On the other hand, there is the presence of Portuguese who came to assist Lebn D no::> I 

(15 08-1540) against the invasion of Muslims led by Gragn from the east m part 0 Lh 

country. The Portuguese are said to have reached Zege and built some of th ro ds nd 

path inter-linking the communities [ibid,,]. The Itali ans also stayed in Z o::>e during th 

fi ve years of occupation of Ethiopia in 1935. They are sa id to ha e in lrodu th mOlor 

boat to cruise on the lake particularly to Bahir Dar [Selten 19 7: 135]. In thi s r ga r , s 

Abdusemed documented Italians interest to divert th corD e of Z g rOI11 u n t 
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Enln:a. Ilt.:nce, in he 19 0 Ihe 1I.lian Ir'll e I her 1 

Lake Tana 10 ultimately Iran p rt Ihe 0 Ie' 10 

1% " 202] . 

_ ... L T it ' Nat ura l I fZ J ' 

2.4.1. The L nd 

Then; are two types a I n hO lding: indi idu.1 an joint. Vhal i 'rm 

holding is the indi vidu 1 I nd holding ob t in 

1975, and/o r allocated by th s· r th I nd distribu ion, upon r ilion'd 

land and/or inherited from [; mi ly m mb rs. 101 ing is b' 

0.75 ha. The highest land holding is ag in cstimat to b 2.5ha 10\ es 0.5 h 

[BoA: 1994]. In this regard, the survey conduct d on 152 hous ho lds in b r, p 

Yiganda Desli shows that the hi ghes t holding mounts 7.5 J{ I ll' (3 .75 ha) an I Kill 

(0 .5 ha) as the lowest size of holding. 

The Joint ho lding is the land ag, in obI. in d Ihr ugh (hI.! ab C 1t1(Ji al' mc.lIl bUI hcld 

by more than one indiv id uc Is. In such s st JI1 t\ r m rc p ople rc given a plol 

ranging fro m ~ of Karla to 3 and in r r as s 4 f( ull . U h kind IT;, ngcments c me 

to place afte r the land distribution due to th short g 0 I d. 

The land in Zege is mostly covered" ith tr es n 

areas in A rarat and Wash used for small seal 1Iiti 

areas are regarded as common property r s. 

used in the 'kef u kell ', the cruel days, mean ing t ti n 

when disast r stri kes. So th people us 

pi nts. som 0 n 

hes 

ti on impov rishm or 

the rainy season, usuall y for hous hold onsll mption. e ntly, hes • r as, rc clng us d 

as graz ing areas for sheep bred by som pc pic. 
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_ . . 1. 1. 'I'll a li t! T Illlr 

i. Pri or I ( 

As in most parts 0 the cour try prior 0 I e I I dm rk c· I 0 c 

'0.31 of I ubl i 0 \ n rship ur Ian " vhi 

ownership, land in Z by in idu I hrough h 1 i [ . III [ 

the 'em oll land 0 th church s. 

Ri\ , IS a system \ hi ch endo\ s descenoan s 

rights to la nd . The <Incest r in II ben ' term 11)7 ~ ) the 'Iegellliry Ii 'lIrc' I b'hc cit 

be the firs t propri etor of rta in str t h o I.nd. Pankhur t in this rcgard Clle I 

egest and exp lai ned th t in th Ri t syst m 0 \ I rshlp fi ghts oul 

mere fact of cull i ating uno cupi d I nd - [P nkhur t . 196 : \36). 'nerally, in h - Ri [ 

system land is shar d by th desc nd nts or corporat gr up ' , thus Indl idllals ha can 

tress kinship affil iation or d sc nt to th an stor can laim ac ss 0 portion 0 Ih' I 

[Hoben: 1973 , Pankhurst: 1968, D ssal ng: 19 5]. Furth r , pI Il11ng th ' notion 0 Ri , 

Hoben indicated that the t rm refers to both rights n th < ctu I tr c [ibi .,: 

13 ]. 

Tht: other system of obtainin tt land is through h ili/ syst m p. i ul in the sOllth m 

part of the co untry as opposed to th Ri '/ in th orth rn [ : 1 -\ ]. nl-r 

thl! GII lt system large land holdings \ r grant '0 by the reigning 'mp r r to intll\ i 11Ial-

often the nob ili ty, or those that p rform rvi e t the mp r r 11 h a 

soldiers [Pankh urst,196 , D ssalegn I -]. Th sc nd \ cd \ Ilh lilt 1.1nd ha the ight 

to collect tax and tributes and und rtak ulhorit [I i .). 

According to the info rmants, most of th I nd in Zeg pri r 1 75 longe Ian 10 

who ob tai ned land through Rist nd Glllt syst Ill . A ide r m, ariam '1 

some mo nks who fi rst rriv d in Zeg ,thirst ttl rs < r S I to co 

neighbo ring ar as most ly Wengeta (\ hi h is 10-1 k.m \ y rom I), 

. 1 K([ fa is estimate to be 0.5 hectare[Bo : 1996) 
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echa and from northern Ethiopi su h s xum. and settle III er by I, rin 1 h 

Others also eventually cam I Z g by buying land from Ihe tir 'l 'el Ie " t 

di sclosed, so m so ldi rs also obtain d II/t ri ghts rill s me or he reining kmg , 'II c c 

holdings have been passed down to gen r ti ons. h church s \ r also el 0 vcu "ilh 

land known as Sellloll land , to support th cti iti S 0 lh chur h. Priesls also obI' IIlC 

land thro ugh the Rist system. In those days, the pri st rom S IIlg h 

endowed churches, they were ac tive in large scal co culli li on through sl I bor 

which brought them wealth and prestige[Abduss med, I 96:5 5]. 

Peasants on the other hand, had either allotment tlu'ough th Rist syst m or \ orkc on 

the lands of the landlords as tenants and obtained ~ of th preduc 0 lh n . 

Informants also di sclosed that in the early days there were sl yes that s d Ih 

landlords. Slaves from Oromo, Sidama and Gumuz were sa id to play n import nl rol in 

the coffee economy of Zege [ib id,: 543]. 

ii. The L and Reform of the 1975 

The disso lution of the customary ri ghts and redefiniti on of prop rty ri ghts t th 

aftem1ath of the 1975 proclamation which affirmed stat own rship of alII nd , is \ id Iy 

documented. Likewise in Zege, the landlords and the churches lost ac ess to th ir I nd 

and with that the system of Rist and Gult came to an end. Households v r gi en use 

rights over the land allocated to them through the KPA in accordance with th ir ~ mily 

size, However, some households that got less land despite their fami ly siz \ r 

eventually given additional piece of land by the KP A. Under such conditions many 

families were assigned joint use rights over certain portion of land. 

Hence, it is important to note that though people indicate th ir total amount of Ian r 

si ze of land they have in joint holding, they may not sepal' tely use th apporti n di an 

Rather, the land remains intact and the peop l are enti tled to th harv sl d co \ hi h i 

equivalent to their total share of land in the joint holding. For instanc if hOll s hold is 

said to be given 1 Kat/a of land of the 4 Karla joint ly h ld land by 5 P 01 I th P rson 

will get 1/4 of the total harvest. While the other three p op l \ ill split th r me ini ng 
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harvest according to their ntitled ri ght (IV hich c n n less h n Kill ) Ho v· ' r, 
in circumstances where the joint hold rs di sput ov r sharing 

will divide the lanel (w it h the help of the D ' Ida),· '1111 Ilg III 1 S I ' I I 
' I C V ·s In a corl,UI c 10 I Ie 

si ze of land they are entitl ed. 

From this it is impoliant to discern that firstl y, p opl t nd to r r int r chang. bly to he 

amount of land and their share of harvest. This impli s th t ctu lIy h 

joint holding system is usually the ri ght to certain portion 0 th h st r th r h. n h 

land , excep ting those that sp lit the land. A person who is ntitl d to 112 Krull 0 join Iy 

held land (regardless of the total size of the jointly held I nd and th num b r 0 p opl 

assigned to it), obtains 1/2 of the total produce of the land. Secondly, joint holding do s 

not necessarily imply equal share of the harvest between th holders. As a r suit, it is 

important to distinguish between individual and joint holding. Such situations m kes th 

land tenure system of Zege unique. The survey in this regard shows th at from th 99% 0 

the households have access to land and th at 82% of them ha e also ccess to joint 

holdings. The highest joint holding is 7 Kada and the lowest is 112 Karin. Th su y Iso 

indicated that on the average a group of 5 people are assigned to the same joint tr ct. 

The actual distribution of land was handled by Delday committees speci lIy org ni z d 

for such purpose. The Delday are the members of the commun ity that \ r ssign d th 

responsibi lity of the actual distribution of land in 1975 after the proclamation of I n 

reform. In the Zege, the criteria set candidates were land-less peasants and thos r bar 

as honest and good members of their cOlmmmity. The electel committ e of fi 

comprised chairperson (who was also the Keble chair person), secretary and thr 

members. The distribution ofland in 1975 was said to have been carri d out according to 

family size. However, as the available land was not sufficient certain m ur S \. r 

adopted. As a result, households with 4 and less members r c ived land in ccordanc 

the size of the family. Whilst those with 5 and more memb rs obtain dian ss th. n the 

family size, i.e. members that had 5 and more members r cei ed I }, aria I ss. 
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However, as some people disclosed the abo d scrib d pro dur 0 I is! b lio 

was not entirely observed. Shortage of land was th xcus gi 

and people were pledged more land in the suppos dly s cond roun I n r - is rib t'on, 

which never materialized. 

The other arrangement whi ch however served as means or addr ss ing the I nd shortage 

was the 'mote kella' arrangement. In such arrangem nt , [h land of d ce s d memb rs of 

the community with no family, was given to others that ppli d [or Ind. Th llotm nt 

was handed by the PA committee .. It is not difficult to anticipate th I y or bi s in 

selecting the individuals to be endowed. Not only the land of the dec as d m mb rs 0 

the community was given out but also the land of those that I ft th peninsul for nous 

reasons such as job elsewhere or educati0n was also confiscated. The process of obt ining 

land in such process is called 'bemote- keda' which means deceased and the abandon d. 

The land refo1TI1 endowed land to landless peasants and migrant daily laborers from 

neighboring areas. It is also said that the land reform disturbed the settlement pattern, of 

the people mainly due to the "MoJer Zem el" arrangement, which disall ow d p ople to 

retain land ho ld ing in more than one area (outside their KP ). Hence, some op t d to 

settle near their fertile land (part of what used to be their Risl). Whi lst others \ ant to 

remain where they were and maintained the sanctioned amount of land from \ hat onc 

used to be their Rist land. 

The people also mentioned that people of Zege remained dispersed as a r suit of th I nd 

refolID which confiscated the 'abandoned' land. In this regard, particularly those peopl 

that left the area due to the 1970 hail storm which destroyed the coffee plants, lost their 

land in Zege and pursued their life in Bahir Dar mostly as textile factory workers (\ hich 

was opened in 1961) and as farmers in the neighboring areas such as Wengeta. 
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I l l. cc S to la nd Post 1991 
After the fa ll of the Derg, the Ethiopi n P op l 's olution. o 

(EPRDF) also carried out land re-distrib ution in som ar 

re-di stribution was the unjust accumulat ion 0 1 nd by som in 

primarily offic ials of agricultural coop r ti es of th p st regim ]. 1 c 

Amhara Region, was one of the few regions th t < dminist r d l' nd c-distribu ion. t S 

part of Bahi r Dar Zu ri a Woreda, Zege was initiall y included in the plan. Il owc 'cr, the 

land re-distribution was not conducted in the an ti ipated tim c ording to some 

Woreda and KPA offi cials, Zege posed a probl m to und nd r -dist ibution s 

it is entirely coffee cultivating, a perelmial crop. 

Rearranging the boundary and deduc~ing the unjustly acq uir d land in f rmi ng r S IS 

relatively easier as the land is cleared after each harvest. Whi lst in Zeg , it \ s postul t d 

that grabbing the unjustly held excess land with the cof£ e plants which h b n 

cultivated for decades and involved several years of toil ing, would create inst bility. 

Consequently, the re-distribution has been postponed under the recommendation of th 

Woreda to the regional council. It is said that the Woreda will conduct a study in to th 

situation prior any action. 

2.4.2. The Lake 

Zege peninsula is endowed with a range of natural resources. The L ke T na s th onl y 

source of water, it is used for various purposes. Aside from household consumption 

people depend on it for transportation, fish ing and fo r irr igation by, few f rm rs. 

One of the important uses of the lake is transportation. As th r is no all v th r road fo r 

vehicles fo r public transportation the people either walk lSk.m or they most ly r ly on th 

water transportation. For this they use the Tallqua (papyrus made canoes) and the bo t of 

the marine transpOli authority. There is a daily round trip from Bahir D r to Z g 

once a week to other neighboring islands and Gondar. Th marin tr nsport is s i 

nd 

have began during the Itali an occupation in the lat 1930s. 
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The water transpo11ation is one of the mai n nd s. i sl m 

Dar. The transportation is often terminated dur ing th r In s si n l 

water level of the lake. Such interruption of communic ion i h 

neighboring areas has an impact on the regular trad eli iIi 

o Ir 

As a result, such interruptions are often accompani d • ilh th inerc s 0 pric so 

items (such as butter and red pepper) as the flo w of it ms to nd rom n ighboring r s 

to, Zege and Bahir Dar is hampered. 

The lake is an important source of fish . Though larg scale fi shing i not common, C\ 

individuals have been organized into groups by the Fishing uthori1y 0 E hiopi. nd r 

the scheme, fi shing boats and equipment were given to th farmers on cr di1 \ hieh is 

eventually paid. These fanners sell their fish to the authority and henc s rv 

the regular suppliers. Similar scheme was also adopted by CARE-ZEGE wh r round 50 

fam1ers organized in groups were given boat and equipment or net on credit to b p id in 

five years time. The Ethiopian Orthodox Church also donated fislung equi pment and 

motor boats to some of the churches. Aside from fishing, the priests also use the bo ts fo r 

public transportation. 

Households on the other hand have regular access to fi sh for consumption and l ti m s 

for the market in Zege. It seems it is a s a result of sll ch endowment that p opl r not 

affected with goiter which is a common occurrence in most parts of th c ntral and 

northem part of Ethiopia. 

Aside from such uses, the lake, in some instances IS regarded as hex d by e i I 

beings/spirits . Such stories often creep up during accidents of drownjng. h n su h 
. I 

catastrophes occur some people say that the accident was bound to happ n as It an annu 

act of the evil spirits. In fact if the corpse of the drowned personls is not fow1d, p opl 

usually the acquaintances, neighbors, relatives or other inhabitants perfonn a cer mony 

where by sheep is slaughtered and the blood spilled and coffee prepared by th shor to 

mediate with the spirit to release the body. 
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· .3. The Forest 

One of th na ural \ c !th 0 Z g is 

coverag of th for s rom 

(Juniperus proc r), I (l II Z I(Cordi 

(Albizia gu mm iG ra), It patolT b 110 ' 

dodecandra), Gerar ( c cia albid ), B rb ' f'{l 

communis) etc., and shrubs. Wild li fe li k 

numerous birds also inh bit the area. 

The forest caters for the multifarious n ds 0 th inhabitan s. 1 h P pic u e he r" or 

housing, as shade for th cofG e plants ue! and source f herbs u ed tor ' ;\fIOll 

medIcinal and spiritual purposes for both th household and markct. hough II ere i no 

nationally demarcated forest r serve < r a th 0 Icial report of the I eglOn 3 ureau 0 

Agriculture [BoA: 1994] poi nts out that the 

1219 ha. 

Monkeys are widely found in Zege. Peopl oft n ompl in l bout th 

by the monkeys on some of the fru it tre s, maiz nd 

the people during the rainy season. Despit th ir rustr lion p opl 

govenm1ent's prohi bition on hun tiJ1g. It is quit common to h 

prohibition on the hunting of wildlife as it is a G 

monkeys and sq uirrel pose a nominal threat to th co 

contained. According to som informants,l11onke s do nth rm h co 

st tion i 

ri ti 

s 

though they start eating th bans during til b ginning th harvcsting Sc on bUI, r 

few days they ' get fed up' and r [ra in from con umption. 
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· . . The Tree s 

Trees an; onc r thc vital n tura l I C' urcc ' r llUIr I r he: t 

vari ous sp CI s tr s ar 1Il iliz d or til 

trees differs ccording to th sp i s. 

these days due to th d clin of its 0 lie Iyptus 1 

good shade tree fo r th co fD plants a it do s not she 

III Zc' 

common, yet some peop l pl ant it n r th ir hom stcad It ainly or In r c (a 

and for construction of hous s. Th monks 0 lh neighboring br. n 

also certain plots on the peninsula wh r th y pi nt ue Iyptus. I is 

across fa llen trees due to strong wind and storm, p rtieul rly during h 

he 

not all the fa llen trees ar a result of th n tllr I callS s r' th r • r eu by p pic or he 

market. 

2.5. Socio-Economic Activiti es of The P op l 

The livelihood of most of the inhabitants of th p ninsul. i b d n the euitivatiol 0 

coffee, which is believed to have been culti c t d sine tl 1 6~' ntu or s S gg sl by 

most scho lars fro m 19th century. Abdusamm d [1996: 556] in thi s r gar 

cultivation in Zege to the early 19th c ntury. hilst it ntione 

century Portuguese Jesuit Manoel de Aim di count 0 ul ti ion in 'orth o. 

Lake Tana [Pankhurst, 1968]. 

Other agricultural activiti es such as liv stock br ding or plOllghin not pr 

to the re li gious reasons ( refer to section 2.3) in th 16
th 

nlll \ hi 

product ion. Hence, the inhabitants d not ngag in Sll h aeti ilies dcspit s me rc en 

exceptions in certai n ar a ). ons qu nt ly, pc pi lISC han impkmcll s in land 

preparat ion and for the cult ivation of ma iz \ hi h is prn tiecd b s In armcr tillling 

the ra iny season from June- ept mb r. sid rom the limi ted ll it iv tion the ·t.: r p ' , 

some peopl e also pract ice fish in::, and b -kt.: ping. h' pc pi Is I ' ( ea n 

supp lementary income frol11 the sal of fu 1\ ood and (f.dc. 



The women in as id r m h 

activities, arc < ct i cly engag I in trad , lie'. ; '~ //() , I 

beans an; ma in it m sold by \ III n in the malll IllMktt /. . I' 

ebeya serves also . s th III in Ill. rk t or he P'IUIl ut L n t he I 

communities. 

The usual trade does not on ly involve s Ili ng such it ms in Z ' J' 

also travel to the neighboring m rkets to ell < 11 pur h s 

and other consumer goods from the mark ts. In thi s r g. rd, hi r 

in the who le process as it provides a wid r mark t to th produ 

neighboring area. It also serves as a s~ppli er 0 som on urn r goo s, 

some cereals . Thus, the women assume an important rol in th tr ns tion 0 

items in Zege and neighboring areas . 

ru' 

her. vomci 

ci I role 

s 

Trade also ra ises the issue of mobility and r qu ncy 111 vcm nl t the 11)(11 kct area . 

On the average women that concentrate on tr d tr. cl to ahir thr 'c tllnc 

per week and to the neighboring mark n lr I to hlr r on 

Fridays with their items and return on aturd y or un r s lIing n pu h sing 

goods for the Tuesday market in Afaf. Th y th n mo hinb. m r et 

or Thursdays to return either the same day or th roll o\,: ing y \ ilh it ms to s 

either in Bahir Dar or Afaf on Saturday which is on 0 th n ys. 

At times of traveling to these markets, th wom non s n lh igh in rOll S In 

relat ives house, rent a room in people's hous s or st y \ ith pl; I Ie in ill gc \ ith 0 

F 
. I t S I ous ( os pc pIc h~\\'c; 

or instance in Bahir Dar, they elt 1 r st y < 

relatives in the city) or pay 0.50 Birr p r p r on x luding hildn;n wh tr ' vt.:l with thClf 

mothers') fo r a single ni ght. 
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\ omen are not org ni zed in gr ups S tr. r. 

marh:t in gro ups usually I ighbors 

specific time and pl ac v h re th y 

going around and di scuss ing the possibl d t or h rip 

identified they set out in th morn ing \ it h th ir items. 

Upon reaching the market they g t th ir cparale W~\Y ' t ell ,Ill plI -h.1 C lhc I till 

They however, share in fo rmation about th pnce f r erwin items, Icc. eh IIl'C 

information on price of items on th trip to nd r m the mark '\. 

around the market and asses the prices nd som 

thi nk is a reasonable price fo r sell their-goods. n th 

the hosting towns in yielding information on " kly x h ng pri 

into account. 

Explaining the overall process of transaction, dep nds on th s son \ om n 0 

on particular market for purchasing and selling specific it ms. For inst nc , in th r. In 

season women go to Chinba market which is around 3 hours \ I ' singl rip) to s II 

clther t th' coffee and lemo n. In return , they buy butter as th pri d crcas 

mcrchants or other consumers) in Bahir Dar wh rc it can e. ikewi c rom 

October to April they concentrate on s \l ing " 110 a ling sea ' nand 

purchase corn, barely and other cereals fTom th surrounding m k t t . 
Coffee however can be sold anytime of the ye r by ppro ' in ting ih pri 

prices with the nation wide price disclos d on th rt dio. hough most 0 

have access to radio they use informal m ans by ski go th rs I 0 \ 

and selling the price in the preceding weeks. D sp it this m r h nl 

Zege almost tlu'ee times per week and buy the cofD rom di r nt p opl by 

the call ing price. 

o 

isit 



Tilt; issue 0 \ m n nd tr d m y s lin 

Zege. Th onomi r I or t: m if m 

associated freq uent mobil ity s m 0 h \' 

entrcpren urs as \ II as arm rs. 110\ r, a 

income they obta in from su h tr ns. cti n I 

compliment the 0 rail incom 0 th hOll hold ra her 

a position to exclusi ely us 

that earn better income. D spit thi s th re arc som \ omen 

sllccessful traders and hav by enl arg cone nt rat d 

seen in female heads of ho useholds v ho ten hir 

concentrate mainly in trade. Yet, succ ssful m rri d \ 

Concerning the importance of h'ad , for th hous hoi it is s i 

an 

c: 

o 

III 

concentrate on trade are li kely to sustain th ir hous hoi . On th eontr ry, o hers assc 

that the income does not stretch beyond co ring th un nd ing hous hoi 

married and unmarried wo men tend to engag in tr d eli iI i . 

pen s. olh 

Trade is vital to sustain the household . s rm r h y ulti at eo , thcre i ' a nee to 

sell the harves t and purchase items nec ssal or th hous hold . 'or ov r In situ ions 

where the coffee cu ltivation of coffe is hal' t ri z d by irr gu lL r h rv t, tht.: '.Ir h or 

complimentary income is inevitabl e. In thi s r g rd m n u u, Ily r sort 00 c,lsional sell 

of fuel wood in Bahir Dar and women engag in Lf d . 

Aside from trade wom n also sell local tr di tion I drin s su h 

others sp in cotton or take lip embroid I' and b sk I \ 

household use. On the other hand, women \ ho nnot 

engage in trade activities, become dail y I bor rs b 

sloughing the husk of the coffee beans \ ith th Lr diti on I t n gn 

cereal and transporti ng water. 
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On the whol , tr d h s n bl 

Despite th co ns r 

to the do m 

frequently . s such mo m nts r 

as a way of li fe . In fac t th 

om n to 

positively upheld and such women ar 

crucial role to sustain thei r ho us ho ld. 

r 11 

o \,om ' 

g \' en vho pi y 

Children in Zege undertak their sh r 0 re ponsibility by working in the.: 'ldJ. 

househo ld and in the market. There ar t\ 0 lementary s h ols In a . he.: p pic 'aluc 

modern education and do not hesitat to nroll th ir children In s hools. 

is attributed to their affi li at ion to the church sin s. p n compl tion 0 den ent' I 

school education, some continue their educ tion in hir r.' mil In ci I suppo is 

crucial for pursuing education. Students usuall y r nt Ir < r or sl y 

relatives house. Families in Zege usually cover th ir cost nd e n s n 

by the daily boat that links the peninsula with Bahir mil c nnot 

afford to render suppoli will usually remain in Z g and 0 11 0 \ sui t < d ng g in th 

cultivation of coffee and trade. Others try to g t incom by b 

gui de, sel ling fuel wood, selling painting reli gious p, intin t nd m ing b skcts r h 

irregular tourist market. 

Church related activities and services is th m in on rn 0 th pn S s. hough th' 

peninsula is regarded as a monastery th r are ~ 'V monks. \ 0 0 lh 

seven in Zege have monks who conduct th m s. h monks 

enjoy respect within the community. Ap rt from lind 

hur hc.: out 0 th ' 

Ie 

iti s h pries t 

al so have coffee plots which they got duri ng th I nd distri buti on 

compliment their income from the sale of cofD nd b p inlin s lI ing It gi 

paintings . 



b 

The villages across th penin ul­

simil ar activ iti es of culti ( ting co 

irregular incom from cor 

the proxim ity ofth ar a to the to n. h r 

nd Tekle Himanot church s, which do no 

shortage of water as the unev n terrain mak s d 

2.6. Zege and Its Relation W ith T be Out r W rid 

Zege retains very wide and divers network \ ith adj c nt hir Jr. It ' ra 

network mentioned above portrays it' s link < nd r Ie an in th arc . s nc cI c:r s. i 

"Zege uied afte r giving birth to Bahir l? r.' Z g is on th oldest pi es su Olin ing 

Lake Tana. Bahir Dar (Bahir Dar Giorgis it , nci nl namc a a m n slery) rem'cline.: I ~\ 

religious administrati ve locus until the 20 th 
C nlur. \tcn 7 L -135) 

mentioned, after the 20th century, the gradual xp nsion 0 Ian rds to th rca , brought 

slaves and other laborers. Further, the dev lopm nt of th m rk t in 

central grain market for the grain cultivating ar s th t Sllrroun it his i 

attracted people from various areas. Eventually, with th nSlOn thc It Ii s 

the area began to acquire some of it's urban featll[ s. 

The development of various services such as communi ti on ilit i S on l tion 0 

roads and establislu11ent of motor boats on the L k during th 
ion 

expanded it's link and attracted people. With the gr du l op ning lh l I ti l 
LO In 

the 1960s by the Itali an as war indemni ty, mol' and m r op l hir • r. 

is 

Accordi ng to informants, Zege suppli ed mo t f lh 

hail storm in 1970 which destroyed the cof 

rkcrs pc i. II after the 

m ny m 1 rs. It, III 

Zegll as have kins both in Bahir Dar and th n ighboring 

particularly witnessed during major church c I br lions \ 

picking seasons when the people from Bahir Dar an n ighboring 0 
ul1lli s 
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Zege. ome Ze 'ella · Iso k 

neighboring communities . 

sheep breeding such practic s are common tS hos 

ani mals (due to the recent ban), ke p th min h s co muniti 

o I I e 

Trade is the other acti vity which brings th pcninsul , th a ja n viII e '10 I B 1m r 

in close contac t. The mark t in Afar \ hi ch is the main market r the p'lIIn ull an 

neighbori ng villages, attracts merch nts rom < n Oll pia e 

merchants mainly from Bahir Dar as th y c nt h r SO Il< bl b 

coffee di rectly from farmers (with no middl m 

health, transportation services which the p opl 

capital and host of various governmental org niz tions, th p 

various reasons including some legal cases th tar h ndl 

Regarding the relations with the adjacent cereal growing 

r or 

o th 

activities that playa major role in bringing these communiti s tog th r. 

this regard playa cmcial role in facilitating communication n th r ng 0 

items as they constantly travel across these places. On th oth r hand I bo r rs \ ho com 

to Zege in search of daily jobs in the coffee plots ar r qu nll y s n in th peninsula, 

In thi s chapter it has been shown that, Zeg p nin ul lh Ide t • r " 

surrounding Lake Tana. It is endowed with arious n tural r sour s. h p oplc rc 

IS h m in s ur e descendants of migrants from various parts of th count ry. 0 

livelihood of the people even though its production h s b 

Consequently, the people have attained other complim nt ry incom 
ming ti iti s 

such as trade and sale of fuel wood. 

Zege is not a self contained and bounded SOCI ty. Through out lh 

establislunent, Zege and it's people have been xpos 

links with the outer world. As a result of such ont cts it h s 

Sin 

o i 's 

so ial cui lIral , 

economic and politica l influences. 
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h ,1 pl rill 

Th oeial r allizati II r til 

3.1. The Household 

The nuc lear family, wh ich comprises th hu b , t n an 

of the ho useho ld in Zege. side from th s 

children from previous wedlock and grand childr n n 

spouses. A ho usehold in this study. compris s thos p opl 

t Ir clu\ r 

in the same dwelling unit. Hence, employees (usu lIy m ids) Ii in 

also be considered as household members. Th d tt g th r d rom 

ind icated that on the average a hous J10ld h s round 5 m mb rs [ I I \ ork su 'cY. 

1998J. 

The formation of a new household is marked by m mag th coupl s. here are al 0 

household set up by cohabiting couples. ingl h ad d hous h Id 0 lIn\ inul \ IUlIals . 

are not common, yet there are few nuns and monks I < ding th ir \ ous hoi singl 

handedly with occasional labor support of neighbors . 

Land (coffee plot), labor, cash from other complimenting sour sllch lr 

fuel wood are the vital necessitates for the survival 0 th hOlls hold. Th 

land , the nature of coffee plants, access and size of I nd 

ability to earn income from other non-farming acti iti s Ii 

such factors can playa role in determining the conomi hi rar h 

households have managed to gain more incom by r nting th r 

indirectl y gives the li fe long access to additi n I Ind . 

access to credit from organizations operating in th ar < 

schemes of the fishing authority and 

income. It is important to note that as th prodll 0 th 
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household ne ds to obt in incom rom oth r sour 

ranging fro m one to two y ars, until lh xl goo h 

al e headed ho useholds enjoy better c ss to I bor I 

to be explained. Women in such hous holds m y not h v ull 

in every issue. As in most Amhara soci ti s th m, n i 

the ultimate decision maker. Ther ar how r iss lles and items that are s 1<.:1 ' de ide 

upon by women. For instance, purchasing od items type an anety altholl ,h the 

amount is dependent on the amount of money i Ie bl e) is subj t 0 th de i 'ion 0 the 

woman. Cash is usually retained by the man nd wh n th \ m n 0 

money, the required some may be chann led ith r upon di scllssion or usu II u 0 

wish of the man. 

om th Y r On the other hand, the female heads of households njoy r I 

usually the sole decision makers of their households and h 

own resources of their respective households. Yet they ar 0 

un li miL cc ss to h ir 

by hous ho 

chores, taking care of children and the fieldwork . In th abs nc 0 dom sti I 

occasionally hire labor to perform some of the acti iti s in ruci 

planting and coffee picking. Trade is the be t altern ati v 
emalc 

heads. It requires frequent traveling, it may b n arduoLi t sk 
r til e with 

young children. As a result, mothers usuall y tra I \ ith on or t\ 0 hild rcn dUring the 

joumey to neighboring villages and Bahir Dar. 

Single male headed households can suffer most in th bs nc r \ om n t un 

the househo ld chores which are regarded as cLimb rsom 

the bachelor. Women fam ily members will L1suall y com t r s u 

afford a maid will do so though her status m y 

housewife. Such male headed households are rare x 

monks. 
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3.1.1. Intra Household Relations 

The househo ld is chara t ri z d by g n r b'\ cd oi 'i . I" I t • Ion 0 a r \ I I pr nbc 

househo ld chores, child car ~ tching \ at r an lircwo 

necessities to the woman and/or oth r m I so h 

expected to tend to al l the activities 0 co 

household in the non-domestic spher . 

cu ll i tion 

Elders are respected members of th soci t. h n • 

knowledgeable in history and church education. Th ir rol 

crucial due to the respect they enjoy. Children usually assist th ir 

tend their land and undertake the necessary acti ities. 

supporters are li able to experience difficult li fi . [n such 

often sell the trees on their land to fu I wood lr drs. 

n 

I h no 

heir lal • nd 

Children are expected to assist their parents both in th dom sti iti S nd out in the 

fi eld and market. The absence of livestock bre ding ( t I sl until r nly) h s r Ii ve 

children from the responsibilities of looking after animals \ hich is 

most parts of rural Ethiopia. Informants disclos d lh t as 

the peninsula have the opportunity to attend school. Ho> 111 

which is witnessed in both KPAs, created n w r sponsibiliti sol o ing r th 

animals. 

Though this is the classical division of labor particularl y in th ml 

practice women participate in almost all acti iti s. Th y I r \ 

coffee seedlings in the fi eld. They also att nd to lh 

part icularl y the GesllO plants and other v g tabl 

women seem to be considered inferior to men. Thi 

access to education. For instance, as the orthodox hur h s 

they have had opportunity to learn church b sed du tion 
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\ ithin the church and h nc 

ducation. Whilst wom n h ve b n 

which did not va lue the r I vanc 

19 Os gave some women acc ss to 

elementary schoo ls in Zeg w r 

h 

su h 0 

uc, tion. 

(2 -3 decades ago) sine the young mi g n ration b gall 0 

education. 

Women's illiteracy has also marginaliz d om n rom ssuming , ou 

certain govemment instituted admini strati structur such as th 

area where the consequence is felt is in th disput 5 ttl 

men to have app lications written for th local KP b s 

(refer to chapter 5). Related to this some wom n di sc los 

members of their families when they have to st nd in front 0 th 

council during litigation as they lack the know-how. Th y 5 Y th t th I 

em 

II 

. on . ott 'r 

n t . 

con n itt ' 

rs 

to 

handle or present cases or arguments. How \ \ om d pll~ uch 

marginalizatio n, who do not s ek such kind or male as istan c. 

The case of Weizero SG can give an insight in to ho\ \ am n n b m rginah 'cd 111 th' 

society. 

Weizero SG is a divorcee and a II/olh r of Ihr hif I' II. h r li t! 
sued her neighbor who has been he Itillg kill lIIor (h 1/ 11/ sh r J 

of coffee from their j oint land holding. 

. sh ' 



, 

3.1.1.1. 

Blaming {h e De/days, W izero G Iso cii clos 
less f ertile area. She said sll I! d 110 r -I II 

whey the DeLdays ga ve her that I lid ( /II sl! (I 

and bribe them as others did to g t goo I" i. 

Decision Making And Reso urc 

There arc different spheres with in th household \ hi h rc IUlrc the sole r j int dcci ion 

of the spouses . Women's so le decision making power p rtaln mostly to thl.: do III I.: 1I 

sphere on issues concerning purchasing nd id nti ying the reqUired IOllsdlOl 

consumption items. The husband controls lh slo k 0 lh h co . He usuall 

allocates the amount of coffee for household (rom hich lh \ om n s lis in th mark 

and obtains cash for the do mestic use) use and [or lh m rk l. h 

the large amount of coffee and fuel wood is r 1 in d by th husb n 

money from trade which they usually use to fu lfill th r uir m nl 0 th 

The coffee produced is not sold in one instance. Portion 0 th h 

In h 

ill b 

r n's 

hilsl 
stored as a saving to be used upon major requir m 

education in Bahir Dar, feas ts and used as insLlranc 

certain amount of coffee will also be allo at d to 
r th t;gul r h 1I ·I.:h ld 

requirement. 

Decision as to the amount of coffee to b pport ion d s < sing n or housd101 liS 

usually rests on the husband though at li mes th SPOLIS S jointl y 

situations where the husband makes such d ision 

h de I Ion. In 

o d I Illg on 

the amount of coffee to be sold from time to tim t 

expenses. 
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The marketi ng (cxc pt or thl: sa le 0 w d log I Jim 

the wi fc. ash [rom the I rg qu ntity 0 th C 

control. As most wom n disc los d th 

themsel ves. "We use tli e lII oney for dOlll esti urp05 '5, ", Ik ' 

interested ill such sm III amount of 111 011 y." 

storedJharvested coffee to cover the hous hold 

amou nt to be spent, some disclosed that both th 

hence decide jointly. 

3.1. 2. Inter household Relationships 

bj 

h 

At the village level, households belong ~o 10 lit bas d Edil" ' an If 11'0 ' 1" vhere Oil a 

particular saints day members take turn to pr p r Ta ll I an Kolla l n on lImc th' 

food at one of the members houses . Th memb r 0 '110 I f ' \ hI h re all men) at 

meet on Sundays usually at a church or sh It r built b m mb 'r, wi 'Ie 

they consume Talla prepared by one of the m mb rs th b \II m n, 

hence either the wife or the other female memb rs of th hous hoi pr r th T Ifll or 

the Sellbete). Se/lbeta asellbet which is also simil r to IIb ,t but both m n nd wom n 

are members and they meet every tlu'ee months . M mb rs h r 

Talla and Kollo and invite members to their hous hold. 

social reasons playa crucial role in detemlining memb rship 

vo luntary associations. The data from the fieldwork sho\ s the t 

152 househo lds belong to Edirs and again 63% (of th tot I 

Those who are not members give economic r ason 

tum to ep , 

tors r th r II 

hous 01 in Sl h 

In addition to thi s, people of th sam De " com togeth r t per nn S me Qnlllll IlIly 

servi ces such as clearing the mam road 
lh mmunit thc . h ' 

neighboring church or the church within th communi y a sist in II 

serving at big church feasts and celebrations. 
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There se ms not to b a tr dit ion of o-op r io 

labor exchange services. P ople that h 

I nd together. But such fo rms of co-op r ti n m y n hoi 

exchange services on private I nd holdings. 

Immediate fa mil y members sLlch s childr n o t n rend'r lab (0 t 'If P 

Ii viti s cle 

coffee picking and pl anting period. At ti m s \ hen hous h Ids r 'lu i c 

they hire dai ly laborers. In situations wher continuous assist n is r 

as in the case of elderl y and physically w ak p opl , r nting ut lh 

obtaining half of the total produce is a common pr clic . 

. -
3,2 The R ole Of Kinship 

The people of Zege emphasize kinship ties. As som Id rs iscl s I l OSt 

r 

of the peninsula have either consangunjeal or affin I ti s. This h s h implic ion 0 

marriage where genealogical distance up to th s sm 

remarked, such cases pose difficulty in identifying p rtn rs lh t r not 

Though the land reform of the 1975 had alt r d th s ttl m nt p tt m kin gr ups • n b 

settled in one area specially if the land is Rist land i . . P ss d 0\ n ro 

People in most cases mai ntai n patri local r sidenc p. tl m thus 

relatives of the husband as opposed to the wiD unl ss sh is < Iso 

Kinship ties are emphasized to foster strong r I tionships. his '1 

reasons. One of the occasions where kin relationship is str ss 

weddings. Relat ives from various corners are xp t 
Lh 

us 

t ulI s th 

n n ' 
di sputing amongst themselves . Even in situations of c nt ntion 

together during mourning, though the same may not b lru uring \ ings. 
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On the other hand, in th di sput s 

ss istance to the disputing party by d 

by mediating the case. Lik wis , s th 

people try to gain fa or by man ipul ting kinship tt . 

The case of to D and hi s sist r can b m ntion d h rc. 

The other events which brings famili es and th ir siblings tog th r is th 

period. Househo ld members collaborate. in picking th co 

The mere reason for the union or even presence of thos 

that reside elsewhere, is usually to obtain th 1r sh r 

imm diately after the harvesting period. It IS o this 

0 /\ I}, '/ r /01/ 

dly 

mb o 

collaborate in picking the coffee. Yet, others (childr n) uring his 

period. The coffee picking weeks not onl y bring sLlch mil mcmb 0 s ut al daily 

laborers fro m neighboring vi lI ages and fr0111 B hir orulIlS t the 01 

Kebele official it is estimated around 1000-2000 P opl mostly lab rer 0 rom 

neighboring villages and Bahir Dar, come to Z g in thi s p riod. 

Apart from the above mentioned forms of co-op ration amongst in groups it s ms t 

do not act as corporate groups in under taking any cti iti . P rh. p th b h. ior 0 th 

Zegegllas in this regard best fits Hoben's d s ription 

mentioned the lack of solidarity and cooperation but purposi 

[1 973 : 16]. 
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Inrriage and T h Format ion f th Ii II 

The formation of th n \ hous hold i mt rk 

hristian societi es of north rn th iopia, the pc pIc 

exogamous as their spous s ar outsid th d sent 

Bauer: 1963]. Marri age of coupl s up to th 

is strictly forbidden, at least in theory s som 

people only considered relat ion up to th 

ld r 

I I 

relati onships. The explanation given fo r such inconsist n y i 

famil ies, that are not related. 

ewly wed often maintain a patrilocal :.esidence nd s t up t ir h Oll 

proximity or within the compound of the groom 5 

households may and may not have economic ti s. conomi 

In 5l ch 

lin r co itio 

where both households have access to the sam orne together to 

work on the fi eld and split th produce join tly. n the \ hIe, lh 5c housch Id Ill" - no 

form important economic relations, exc pt occ sion I lab r 5 

other fami ly members in fieldwork and th hous hold. 

The decision regarding such settlement site c n Iso b 

th hildr -n an 

by tor s ch s 

fertility and accessibility (location), size of th I'm I nd. Th 

patrilocal residency is not observed is when th USt , l1y 
in \ ith w 

a daily laborers from the neighboring cOl11l11llniti s m m 

in Zege. 

Parents often inquire the background i .. lin of d s lit Z ' f 

parents would like to marry their childr n to h us hold 

In sllch cond itions marri age creates alli an b t\ en 1\ 

for economic reasons and transfer of \ ea lth. In thi r gard, 

5 

10 line , s i I 

tI n , a •• 11 



clor. s in most mh r so i ti s th p pi 

n \ ly weds land and p rh ps som mon \ hi h :l 

household. This is known as MatC/Ul. 

ccording to the informants, Matclt a p rticul rl in t 

factor which can affect opportunities ofmarri g . imil r Opl o Ie 

of land endowment has also been m ntion d in s ral stu i· · [ . ~ 5). tlo n 

(1 973), Pankhurst, H.( 1990), Aspcn( 1993)]. 

Each partner in marriage are ex pect d to pull 1 A ull 0 Ian I a lilt ·" I. 'ft oll,h h lar 

is supposedly to be given to the coupl s as 'I,Ifat II I , in r I s n • It n be the lar 

are entitled to as a result of the land distribution 0 th I 75 . H 

procured land during the land distribution in 197 0 

share upon marriage. In such cases, as m nti on d pr iously th 1 n 

and the share of the coffee produced will be dir ct d to th hous hoI 0 h n 

chi ld. 

As land is a crucial asset to the household, those that obt in 

member) through their family during the land distribution n 

il y 

inherited land from family members tend to b in a b It r position to g t marne . It i 

also vital to take into consideration that not II hildr n in th hous ho ld an; en I WI.: 

with land. As children that were not of age to I r cur I n during h distribution an 

those added subsequently in the household or tho r n in h us h Id with m r 

than 4 members (refer to section 2.4.) w r not ortun t nough t ob in I.:l thl.: I f{ I II 

of land or land as a whole. Such conditions>; hi h d n < h. I.: 1!llplt . 11 n 

on the chance of aettina married and establishing n ind p n nt hous hoi . 
b b 

Concerning the malmer of allocation of 1 nd s fat /Ja u h 

remai ning intact and allocation and r co nition Lh r1 h 0 

coffee produced on the total household plot th r upon . . 



famil y has 4 memb rs < nd h s 4 J(nd 1 0 

be given I/.J of the total pro lie 0 

where the to tal numb r f th CUlT nt amil 

the coffee will be shar d amongst th mily. Hence, II 

the iv/acha . R gard less of such [; ts In so 

can be phys ically deducted from th tot I mily hoi tng n 

child. 

As mentioned by some informants the land distribu ion 0 I I 7S t 

the relation or marriage arrangement. As th I nd distribut ion " 110 

land in one 's locality, people lost their land in olh r 

circumstances that people unclear wiU1 th situ lion d I Y 

residing in different KP A in fear of losing th ir holding \ h ir r si 

altered upon marriage. Such cond it ions w r oplc were. Sll 

h 

Si mil ar uncertainty and changing of s ttl m nl si l \ a al \ itne cd during the 

euphoria of land re-di stribution that was to be und rt ken t\ yet rs go. 

Marriage can be aspired by the need to pull r sour r into th 

household . Specially during the second or the subs qu nt m IT! s 

explained, the marriage can be established to g in I bor r n 

' Tret/agllalech or 'Yeredagllal beye' (thjnking sh /h "il l ss is 01 

a mother with young children, will appreciate the a il bility 0 t m I bor 

the coffee fie ld and perform other tasks which d m nd me 1 I bor. 1 < 

male labor among other tlungs, can spell the economi 

may grant the woman increased time concentr t n th 

as trade which requires frequent trave li ng. 

T he cases of Weizero E and Ato D depict (hi truth . 

Weizero E is a divar ee alld 
wh ich is currently residillg ). ilh h r. 
husband who was the father of h r 

ss 

or 

h 



laborer. " } ' I" da "" II b ')' I • 1m Irn I 111m 
SO l/I eOll e (0 look ajier tl! field (lIItI (I I I III 

h e \Vas lazy. so after fl \ Y'em \\ ' . \\ 'I" I II' I I." 
anoth I' on who ntu lIy I her. ' 0 \ h t 
and IS trying do e ryth ing h r I . 

to D upon his divorced from his form r \ i . k , 00 

long time ago . He said "she came here and tol f III sl! I! S li D \Vir r 

work, " so J took her ill. J repaired the house In II/OW she It S wllh 11/ 

th e our SOIl. " 

This however does not imply that women are un bl to p r orm th 

single handedly. On the contrary, as the task do s not solly nt il 

g c i 'i ic 

like ploughing, women can undertake' all the r quir d .. r t 1m hl fe la r to 

accom pl ish such tasks . Though, the abs nce 0 m I lab r m .. y n t i 

female headed households, it may hav som r p rCLIssion on th hou d old. In thl 

regard, the vitality of male support in litigation parti ul .. rly in I n isput s presentc 

in section five. Further, the role of representing th hous hold in 

activities of road clearing, house construction, church r p ir 

office etc. will fall on the shoulder of the wom n unl 55 tl 

that can share the ob ligation. On the whole, as the v omIl is xp 

and female responsibilities it is no doubt that is a tasking duty, 

to 

The people of Zege observe the strong restriction of conjug lity \ ith th 

unity mobilized 

gs 

01 r 

r b th Ie 

is s. On h 

other hand these artisans do not seem to be segr gate in most so i I lin ions s h , 

Mah bers and E(lirs or in religion yet, they ha s ttl d in t\ ill g s 

which are close to Afaf as it is convenient fo r th 

of some artisans that are regarded as possessors r th 

have an amu let ' bu(ida m er/hal/it', medicine g in I lh 

their neck. Aside from their coffee culti vati on th 

acti vities , For instance, the husband (along with m I 

smi ths and the wife is a potter. The tanDers u uall s II 

S6 
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b 

cti ity invo lves cov ri ng som hous hold 00 

I ther which makes it durabl . They Iso pr p r 

the househo ld and other small items us d or 

3.4 . The Bases for Social tratifi cation ill Z 

log go 

The bases fo r the econom ic and soci I di r nti atlon I th ' cgc icly i 

combined effect of access and control of r sour C sllch a land, l'lb r, IlIlal u u II ' 

cash from complimentary income sourc S, \: hich indl r t1y Impli ' 

household economy. 

The role of access to such resources and including 0 n r r ught n1m I , 

capital labor as a determinant factor in marking th b sis ion in th 

part of Ethiopia has been widely documented [B u r 1963; Hob n 1 . ssing 5 

Reminick 1970; Teferri 1998]. 

3.4.1. L and 

The vitality of land as the bases fo r inequaliti s or m rking th lin 0 str Ii I ation in a 

predominantly agricultural based society is unqu st i n bl . mount 0 I nd ovcrc with 

coffee plants has been and stil l remains to b on 0 th m jor indi 

the inequality. As some info rmants disclos d, si z 0 Ri " Ian nd t tim a cc 

sl ave labor [Abdusemed 1996 : 555] or numb r 0 orr pon Ing am unt 

of coffee production served as indication of \ Ith. Go m 

representatives such as the Lik'e R ed, Mesle Elle Athi a Danl/ a 

endowed with large land holdings covered with co fi \ hi h brou hI th m 

Land also became a vi tal indicator fo r marking < n 

specially after the land distribution of 1975 and th 

essence of 1975 land distribution was to address th 

di sparities to access to land ho lding, th allo ti on t m 0 
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onsidering com patibility 0 Ih mily I . n SIZt. 

onditions set fo r the 1I0c lion nd 

farm ers. 

In the absence of clear guidance of handl ing Ih lu I 

been subject to local (various) discrepanci s In 

Bruce et al. 1994, Yared 1995]. Lik \ is dll 10 th 

some di screpancies were introduction 10 Sli I to tht nc' 

indicated in section 2.4.1 .a. hOLls holds with mor th n Illcmbc ob ain II. n I A I II 

less. 

Concomitantly, some informants disclosed th y \ r 

to the family size as stipulated above. Yet, olh rs \ 

their 'rightful' share, as the stipulations were vi ol I d in th n m 0 

Individuals in this regard were keen to manipulate indi idu I r I tion 

oritism gain access to the available land. As some informants di sclos d 

measurment, characterized the performance of the De/days. ons 

strong financial power ( usually those that had larg land in pr iOlls ti 

win the heart of the Deldays and secured more I 

land often more than their share in idle location. 

Iso It! t gr.l 

o 

The data in this regard substantiates the argum nt r g rd ing th di r nli i no il.c 0 

holding. The table indicates the incompatibilit 0 th siz h 

corresponding family size. In other words, th siz 0 th hoi 

the corresponding size of the family. As discuss d bo thi 

mentioned such as shortage of land and the probl m ~ 

did not have distinct maImer of allocation of land to hOllS hoi 

official land distribution. 

58 



Through the comb in d r su it of siz rti li 0 

a c ss to reso urc s hay a significant imp 

h nee, the benefits obtained from th I nd , 

situation where mod rn agricultural inputs 

sufficient land holding, the I el o th r lurn 

li k Iy to be minimal. It is such kind o[ ir li m I n 

[or complimentary income such as trad sal 0 

contrary, those fami lies with larger size of holding 

fro m the endowment. 

amily 

Tot only accessing land is crucial but the typ 0 I nd bt in 

played a significant role. The fragmentation of th 

concerns. It is not however unusual to learn about situ 

the land is situated in less fertile location , whilst th 

fertil e settings . On the other hand, as mentioned in th 

c n 

ong olh r 

o 

ith 

dis ributlon in 

1975, there was sudden sh ift of the location of th d\ lIing unit. I! nc', some p oplc 

(usually those with large land holdings) mov and buill n \ h us hoi 10' t their 

ferti le tract in order to retain and gain acc ss 0 lh ir onn r holding in the land 

allocation. In this regard, rich families endov d \ ilh I rg 

around the best part of their holding and were SliC 

noted [1995:3], such occurrences were often 'issll of on i 

people fe lt insecure about land that was next to som b dy Is s hou 

The other system which contributed to the di f£ r nti lion 0 th 

Mote Keda sys tem. Again manners of land alloc tion throll h lhi 

from place to place and has also been modifi ed or ell r I riz 

circumstances again paved the way for the discrepan i s. 

The Mote J(eda system of allocating land in Z g g 

members (often with no heirs) of the hOlls hoi nd tho 

ho . 



(usually fo r good) to the I ndl ss or to hos mill "h 

to the insuffic ient land th y procur 

the deceased and those that left th 

household (usually newly born, childr n h 

a job opportunity elsewher . Inform tion tips r g rOll1g th' 

the committee, helped them to ct upon h 

confiscation land of those that left for a job \ s not S ricll 

As in Zege, Yared, in hi s study of land r di stribution in 

mentioned that upon the death of the male head of hous hoi so r 

the head's share from family's holding: Yet, th I nd 0 th \ i 

not often confiscated in that anticipation of second m rri g 

He also noted that replacement for the confiscated I nd in situ. tions \ h 

has increased eventually, was not considered. 

,mily Il 

The other si tuat ion that explains the discr panci so 1< nd hoi ing n b iln sc \\ hen 

examining or cons idering the condition of th nn d hou holds. 

the section 3.3 about marri age, couples are xpc t d to dr \ I. n to th hOli 'ehol . Ir 

situations where they are not to procure Ian I in such mt nn r p 

their share or they may get land from a relative \ ho n 0\ 

care taker. Due to such circumstance such hous holds II m t to s ur 

Mo te Keda arrangement but the return may not su fic 

the resort to renting land and focusing on other somc 

wood log and daily labor work is often practiced. 

It is not obscure to conjecture the position of th D m 

where women are subordinated and do not assum 

the asp irat ion of the land refo rm was to 

seem to have maroinal ized such v om n. s s me 
:::> 
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\ ho foster dea ls in th 10 al bars \ om n 

arrangements. Thus worn n often n d th 

greement with the De/da) s or monitor th 

result, they wer li kely to be eh t d t n pr 

h 'c t 

Regardless of such happenings, the Mote K'ria y tern en 

to the landless and to the migrant labor r \ ho 

Migrants were legible for sllch endowments upon submis ion 0 

such endowments from their previous KP A . 

3.4.2. Labor: 

nin.11 

The other fac tor that needs to be regarded in discuss in to 

labor. Labor to tend to the coffee plot particularly to un rt 

crucial as access to land. labor can be secured with th r rom th 

by hiring daily laborers. Hired labor is a req uirem nt or Imo t 

coffee picking season which mandates the cof to b ha 

time. Aside form that, planting and seeding p ri od n both r 

labor either hired or from the household members is r uir d. 

uring th 

\ i hin tht.: all at· 

In this regard, households that lack such vital sour of I bo r in I 

people with not care takers, will be forced to giv th ir I nd or L 

and obtain half of the produce. On the other hand thos th t h 

and endowed with labor gain access to more land by r ntin I u t 

production activity' in Zeae households and particul rly n1< I , to 

seem to be greatly affected from tbe lack of mal I or in th ulli ,tion 

does not entail activities that exclusively r uir m I 
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.4. . lodern Input: 

ccess to modern inputs such as credit f; ciliti s h b 

b tw en the have's and the have not ·s. Th 

farm ers the fis hing dev lopment authority 

impacts on the lives of these few p opl . In situt i 

procure advance payment, henc b ne ll ing lh sc with the p ell ial 10 II fill 

condi tions. 

The other most important input is the wat r pump sch m 

coffee tracts . Such scheme again seem to m rginaliz poor 

conditions of payment of initial insta llment. Thos th I g in d ( 

have guaranteed sustained yearly produ€ti on. E id ntly such pro 

related benefits and income to the household \ hi ch 

di fferentiating households. Aside from that, the oth r r I t 

that such farn1ers may have the possibility of renting th I 

cannot take part in the water pump scheme. Though th sc I 

ilit irri' lio 0 

ho 

urrcnccs may 

not be wide, circumstances such as th is did s em to \ id n lh gpo S ra I lea ion by 

marginalizing the poor to a poorer level and the rich b oming ri h r. 

3.4.4. Capital/Cash 

As mentioned previously due to the irregular cof~ h Sl 

households need to secure income from other act i iti sLlch 

wood. Those that are hard and diligent work rs Iso 

tlu'ough various means such as daily labor work, r nting oth r p 

wood logs to Bahir Dar. Similarly, income from trade n l oth r omplim 

can benefit the household. Women that have the cap cit to ng 

income that extends beyond covering hous hold 

economic disparity amongst households. 
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\ h n cons idering some of th vit I so i I 

differentiation, bloodline r lation with roy lty or tr 

known fam ily or kin can earn an indi idu 

Church based educat ion and r nks h 

status. The proof can be seen in th titl s or th 'ariou 

(men) retain as reference, until date. uch till s r 111 

an individual's church based education. Though, th r 

positions are ac1mowledged, with the introduc ion nd popul n y 0 

such church based ranks seem to loose th ir soci I d m < nor. 

Priests and the unordained church clerics, desc nd nts 0 I 

land lords, elders, are respected membe.rs of the community. 

and the economically poor fonn the base of th soci I r nking. 

status however, may not often concur in Zeg . Th pri sts th 

maintain respectable social status may not enjoy simil r onomlc sus. ik VI 

socially marginalized artisans may not ameliorat th ir so i I st ing d spite their 

economIc success. 

On the whole, it seems that those that had th onomi I Po\ r n during th' 

transition period of the 1975, had greater ch n to s ur th ir inter 'I cill cr b 

manipUlating personal relations, or fixing agr em nts \ ith th D 'lda), r devi 109 " 

strategy to retain and share amongst siblings part of th hoi ing pnor 1 II c 

commencement of actual distribution. Likewis , t11 

suffice to the interest of the fanners, also seem to cr 

well to do fanners. 

Though there is still some adherence to such di [[I r nti , tin 

opposed to social playa vital role in differentiating and 

ind ividuals. Further due to the constant uln r bili 

. . d . f s I' 'IC S in puts s m 0 h V encountering and mtro uctlon 0 new 
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n odifying the fac tors use or di 
I r 

control of some resoLlrc s sLlch s bi . t o 
m ntioned fac tors serve as the bases fo r str ti 1 ion. 

6 



HAPT R (\ 

Factors Affecting Utilization f !utural I ur ' IIIZ " 

4.1, Tenure 

The lack of proper and clear land di stri bution m chant III r r h r '. II 

households with increasing family siz s 

mechanisms of gaining reso urces , Th cr ti on 0 

way for the frequent boarder r~lated di sput 

anangement which re-allocated land of d c 

the community, had implication on the natur I r somc 

," 

As, some people disclosed previously (in the D rg P rio ) 

their land holding to family members or the land 0 th 

family could not be retained by other family m mb rs, th I 

members will be reassigned to other people of the con munit iii 

able to successfully retain the land which they ha on or long tmc 

practices discouraged people to conserve, utiliz nd in cst on th 

people say 'Elle alm ec/ze liege lelea liI,er! flyer! I m . ning 

tomorrow it will be taken someone else v ill claim i ," , 

allocation system for households with gro\ ing mil 

households, is not defined, 

perl " 

urr ntly 

\\1 

As shall be indicated in the cases present d in h pt r th t tur I r 

di sputes have had impact on the will of farm rs t 

where the cases of disputable tract are not easily so l 
s m 

use the tract, harvest the coffee, or plant new se dlin 5 on it. 
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On the other hand, joint land holding s s 

equall y share al l the r sponsibiliti s. s 

may not have the initi ati v to in sl n lh ir I. nd. 

d picl such truth. 

4.2. Tradi tio nal Natural Resource Mana em lit Pra ' li 

In Zege, most of the natural resource managem nl eli iIi 

calendar. The task begins in the rainy season tow ds lh 

num r 5 

o 

Sep tember. The tasks involved during this s ason <r cl ri ng, \ 

and planting seedlings. 
." 

The people usually use a sickle-like multi-purpos h nd impl m n 

clearing, weeding, hoeing (lightly) trimming and r m ing b ,n h 

The versati li ty of the implement is attributed to it s sh rp n 0 h the in i 

outside and it's sharp pointy end. Axe, slash r (/I 011 " r I an dig ing sick. r 

some of the implements used by the farmers. 

Farmers practice mulching where they pile the Ie s 0 lh uproo 

around the coffee seedlings. In describing the signitican 

leaves on the ground will attract termites to urin t 

yeshellabeta l" . This is believed to create moistur nd \ ill 

nutrients for the seedling. 

Coffee seedlings both cultivated in the homest d 

planted in the available open space in th cof 

avail ab le space). Though fa rmers value the r Ie nee 

heard remarking "it is not good but" c nnot h lp it 

space." As ide from this coffee beans ar 

comers or in small shaded bed in the hom st 
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r planted fo r future prod uction, rm rs us 

branches. This is locally known as ' \1as ollb ' 

as agrobidal system. In thi s system, th br n h 0 

on the ground, creating a smooth curve. This \ ill 

new branches. Due to such relevance, farm rs pr r to k p 11 

they are totally destroyed due to some di s s . 

Fru it seedlings purchased from the extension <g nt the 

planted aro und the homestead during thi s s s n. 

which can extend up to mid August the f, rm rs r 

weeding and clearing until ovember. 

." 

Ir 

Fanners also practice shade regulating by removing som 0 the 

trees . The branches of the trees on the eastern sid 0 th or the 

morning sunlight to penetrate and reach the cofti pi nts. \,: hil t th br. 0 

fou nd in the middle and in the west remain thick which \ ill pr t pi 

the strong and harmful sunlight of the day which can harm th or S th 

'Mech Yemetawal'. Low fo liage trees such as SesCl 

(Millettia ferruginea) are used as shading trees for th 

foli age. 

The period between March and April is assign d for th 

activities. Almost all family members tak p rt in pi kin 

members are engaged in coffee picking, this is th p rio 

to pick coffee in the assigned period. Coffe pi king is UI 

mostly 2-3 weeks throughout the peninsula. s tr iti 

public meeting (which is now organized with th 

the harvesting period in order to prevent st 

administration and each KP A will assign the militi 

guard the area at night. Though such strict measur 
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th boundary violation . H nc , th s son I 0 

boarder pushing with th adj oining plot. 

The harvested coffee is spilled on the ground < sun dn 

coffee is put on the available vacant sp ce, p opl 

the homestead to utilize the often bare spac n 

some people said shift ing of the entrance is Iso to pro 

The dri ed coffee is stored in a sack·or special m t th t is s \ 

house. The harvested coffee with it 's husk is 10 all 

sloughed fro m time to time whenever it is n c ss I he 

household. The sloughed coffee is known as J ' " r . om n 

sloughing the husk of the coffee beans with th h lp 0 

However, recently people have resorted to using th • hlOt: i t.llI· 

in Afaf. Yet, despite this, people still make use of th tr dition I m t o. 

4.3. Modern Agricultural Input 

CARE- Zege, is the sole NGO operating in the peninsul SIl1 

scheme farmers have had access to water pumps for irrig tin 

proximity to the lake. Technical backstopping in advising and c 

some methods of coffee production is also one of th cti ity 0 th 

cultivation of veaetables and introduction of fu I sa ing impr 
~ 

also included in the programs provided by th org ni ti on. 

As mentioned in section 3.4.3, the water pump s h m h. 

farmers with increased improved and regular cofD pro u tion. u 

guaranteed yearly supply of coffee unlike the common nnu I or 

harvesting. As a result, farmers needed to h r t th ir 

which requ ired some adjustment of the cof~ 
opposed to the few weeks April -March). Y t s su h 

ml 

68 

hrou h th 

plots 

Iso 10 i l 

o 



situated in the inland whi h c nnot b irrigated. Ih . 1111 

h l-vesting period. 

It seems that one of the impact of such mod m in lit i Ihu if i 

required by the fa rmers encompass d in th s h m I 'hi 

farmers have had access to the pump whilst (s in orm 

remain marginalized. Consequently, some t: m rs tt mpt 

land adjacent to the irrigated land. Such mang m nt di 

Ala A and Ato M had inJormal agr III lit II i si II t 
presence of an elder or Shill/ag/e. Th e ogre m III IIln 
certain portion oj land (quarter oj 0 Karla) to irri (1 1 

seedlings and share half oj the produce. Accor IiI/ to . II ,~~ III m ,> 10 

neighboring island De/~ Jor three years whil hi ~ if. lid IlI lclr'lI r 'It/ IlII 

in Zege and during this period he said Ato I haell/ol gi II III 11/ III 111/11 . 
He even claimed that Ato A d I/ i d 111 m (lC 5S 10 III · 1m,.\,' I (0 lit 

coffee trees that were on th e pie e oj lalld) IlIrlllg 1111 p '1"10 I /I "0 

said that Ato A modified the bOlil/dOlY (III I a /j0/JI tit· Imel (0 /" 

holding. Ato M is tryillg to clailll his lall I b 1 k 1/ I to \ok' ,II, 

agreement. 

On the contrary. the inJormatioll Jrolll th \ ill/ SS S 

durina the aareement Ato M has gi 1/ AIO A IIl/limil o 0 

and has been receiving money until the offi Ir 0 1/ III I II IV 'r • r 
to be harvested. Such agreements are r g r I il/Jorm I W Iy oj 1/111 

land. 

4.4. The Role of Religion In Natural Resource Manag III £It 

The role and significance of religious values on th nt h 

I f glob I n ironm nl I on common interest in the current rea m 0 

wrote, very often religious beliefs and lu s 

human environmenta l demeanor [1 992:2 ~ 9]. 

assume that all env ironmental behaviors ar pi in d in t'rms 

Similarly, it is also equally important to r ogni z th t r ligi 

cannot stipulate or predict people's behavior in r I ti n to th 
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In studying the role of religion on p opl's n ' lr n 

V hite (1 967) and Pedersen (1992) h on rd d h ir 

around the world. 

In this regard, in analyzing the JUdeo-Christi nity, Ki s Iy [Ibl ., 

as incorporating some ethnocentric attitudes which 

Outl ining the main paradigms which endorse such i 

animistic religions, strips the spirituali ty and di inity 0 th n tu r I 

th em as resources subject to human xploit t tion. h r ligi 

superior, "divinely ordained" and other sp ci sand natur < 

domination. Further explaining the religion, Kins Iy m ntion 

low status as it is devoid of divinity which in th 

the spirit. Hence, " the primary theological cone ms h 

salvation of the soul .... , the Christian tradi tion almost nti r I 

is dominated by the spiritual motif." [1995:1 06-1 07]. Oppon nts 0 Sl h ' i w r • 

Christianity as ecologically responsible thus negate th id th t th ibl r th rell i 

subjects the environments to human exploitation or do s not d pi t 

matter" for the manipulation by humans [ibid ., 11 4]. 

o 

o 

On the other hand, such studies on religion an I en ironm nl I b h ior rtr~ I Isl.1 " 

Buddhism and Hinduism as religions that perp tll t r sp t or til It' 

conservation. Izzi Deen [1 990:88-92] nan at s th signi I 

ethics values in which he argued that in Islam hum ns < r 

protect and promote the environment as all r lm 

should co-exist in balance. 

h 

In like maImer the environmental ethics in Budd hi sm r , 

of life and where humans are wise, "genuinely humbl 

thi ngs and through love, compassion, altruism and s I -p r 

70 

hCI C, 

Ih ' 



r garded a sacred and h ritaoe of all th ur soh \ Or 

do s not perm it and justify the unjust xploi.ti 

[Yuthok: 1992 :3 quoted by Pedersen: 1992 :261)' 

o 

In Hinduism, "God has absolute sovereignty 0 r hum n 

creature, human as well as non human, ha th s m righ 

the fundamental notion of incarnation exempli th 

In incarnation human begins are believed to r turn to th \ or! 

life of various animals or species. As a result 0 su h notion 

and there is a strong conservationist sentiment. In ~ . t in 

stipulate the acceptable behavior and amongst which is th 

, 

propagating the protection of animals and plants nd pr ntion o . 

pollution [ibid. ,205]. 

Due to such religious values, it is vital to consider religious lors in 

attitude and behavior towards the environment. For in t nc In 
h pl.1Il in ' 

forestry projects failed as in some villages du to lh b Ii 

trees with death "only God may plant trees and lh I it is impi us r I un ans t 00 h.ll" 

[FAO, 1993 : 5]. 

On the other hand, Dejene Aredo studied the f ct 0 r li gi u 

farming activities. The study showed that though p S I IS i 

fanning activities during the religious holidays, th Y m h, i 

socially and psychological important during the holid ys . . < rm r 

lost days by expanding the working hours during th 

though most scholars anticipate the observanc 

productivity of fmmers, they emphasized during th 

suspended for that while. Hence, suggested that p 
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by appreciating the envirorunent under which th 

which are developed for urban condition" [ 198 : 17 ). 

One of the relevant subject when cons i nng 

oil 

of Zege is the issue of reli gious holid,ys. cording 10 Ih' 

an ardent follower of the religion is exp ct d to t, 

saint' s days . In this regard, in Zege, it is beli 

people can appeal to God to prevent punishment oft n n tu < I 

The churches constantly teach .and remind th 

commemorate and strictly observe the saint d ys s Z 

reverence where such religious rules need to be r sp ct d. 

saint days observed (according to the Ethiopian cal ndart 

1. the 3rd - Bahta Mariam: one of the celebration 6. the 19th - ailll 

for Saint Mary Th 21 s - Hariam: -

2. the 7th - Se/ass ie : celebrat ion of the Trini ty 

3. the 12th: Saillt JltIic/wel's day the 27 th - 1/ ' tl ll 1IIil / '1/I 'd 

4. the 16th - Kidalle Mill/'el , 'Covenant of Mercy ': on 

of the celebration for Saint Mary 

hn I 

9. th 9th - B > al > E ,zi 

S. the 17th - Abulle Betre Mariam's: celebration 

off the holy father who founded Zege through 

God's guidance 

Go th irth 

On these and Sabbath days i,e, Saturdays and Sundays, p opl 

activities such as field work, tree cutting or even choppin \ 00 

hn 

refrain from coffee or cereal grinding both at home or th mill in \ 

picking or harvesting Gesho leaves, yet they perform th usu 1 hous t 01 

saint days are also observed even during the D \ pI 

• . . . 0 t d x Chu rch CDn be t\lund 10 More It1forl11Jtio ll 011 the festiv'ds observed by the Ethiopian rt 10 O. 
. • t E h' i n Orthodo. nil I n 

Joachi m Motovu (eds.), (1970). The Ethiopian Orthodox Chue I. t lOp 
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r mi nd the people during the weekly chur h s 

pri est will also scold the people or thre tnt 

honor the saint days. 

Aside from this, the church indulges in a y 

011 

10 (around mid March to beginning of pril t pp al 

natural catastrophe such as hail storm . During this peno 

intercession. Megabit is regarded as the peri od h n th 

also time of Lelll elame , when the land becom s gr n 

prayer comes to halt on Megabit 10 which is th c I brdion 

cross of Jesus (see Aymero, 1970). As the in fo rm ant pri sts s i 

event "we think of the cross as our salvation and app / to Go 

salvation and p rotect us also from the catastrophes, we think of II til s' 

when we conduct prayer during this special period." On th I st d y pri 

carrying the chronicle of Abune Betre Mariam and a big cross [0 110\ d b 

walk across the peninsula and if possible go around Zeg on T(Jllqlll(J. 

Though most people are not willing to di sc Ll ss and open ly ackno\ I g, th Y hwc om ' 

superstitious beliefs on the Bered Tebaki, ' protector 0 til h il tonn. 

is an individual who with help of some of the Llslims r 

brings certain type of plants from the 'desert' or r mot 

know the location). The people in the peninsula contribut an p 

the plant. Upon retum the plant will be taken around th 

place of an elderly man's house. It is believed th t this pi t I 

relevance of the Bered Tebaki differs as some insist on th r I 

practice whilst others speak of it as something of the p st < d m ntion iI ' 

despite such adherence disaster hit the area. They cl im th t pI 

practices as the priests have been teaching p opl t r sort t 

of the religion especi all y observe the assign d r li giolls h Ii 
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The people also observe the ban on livestock br 

'Gedle Betre Mariam' 'Book oj the Deeds oj 8 Ir 

God' s command/wish through Abune Betr 

devoid of any fa nning activiti es and comm 

breeding and even slaughtering such anim I \ ithin the p nin uh.1 

adhere to the prohibition, few years back spcci lIy sin 

breeding sheep. As most families asserted th , 

compelled them to seek alternative income to sust in th hous h 

of grazing area in the peninsula the sheep ar I t loos in th 

graze on the leaves of some shrubs in the cofCl 

However, in recent times, such conditions created disput s b t\ 

of the destruction of their coffee trees by the loose she p th t r 

the care taker. An ideal case can be the story of Ato G. 

He recently sued his neighbor whose sheep destroyed bOlll 00 offi ' Ir n, 
said despite the regular appeal he made to his II eighbor, ,,, 1/ i "bor II rly 
person have been negligent. Ato G said in Septelllb r w" "" \ S W Iy III ", 
caused a major damage to his coffee seedlings by fc ill 011 ,,, Irk If's 1/ I 
that though he !01ew that it was my neighbor's she 'P th t liS' ,,, ) c/all/a ',1/ 
had no proof to take him to court. So in the days Ihal jolloll' d II, Ille/ll ' Ir IllS 
farm plot and was awaiting anxiously {O c teh th 1/ ighbor r '" II '-I. '0 Hh II 

he fin ally managed to catch the sheep alld th sh ph rd. h g th rc' Ihr ' , H 1111 S 

and reported him to the KPA office. Th e sheep \ re 1 k II 10 til k b 'I' III b ". 
out after three days. He finally managed to Sll his lIeighbor. II' Ollrl a I'r 
hearincr the case advised them to have their ase s 1/ by 'h I r 01111" 

b 

can help the disputants negotiate and recollcile \ hi h \ ill Iso s III 11110111 I 

of compensation fee of the offender. 

The increasing number of breeders and the growing popul tion of th sh 

discontent and agitation. One of the cause of the Erustr tion \ 

of the herd, which destroys newly planted seed lings. Furth r 

the animals prevents water to penetrate the so il an 

of the animals harden the ground. It is as a result 

public meetin o decided to ban sheep br eding n to t 
~ 
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p njnsula. Yiganda Mehal Zege KP A effecti 

in ovember 1998. 

lin 

[n conclusion it can be sa id that a rang 0 [ ctors Sc m to at 

resource utilization in Zege. In the preceding s ti ons it \ 

of these factors. Tenure related issues due to the I ck 0 pro 

allocation have resulted in the expropriation of th Ie n 0 

Further the ill defined system for the re-allocation 0 Ie nd h s r ult 

the natural resources. 

In 

The ro le of religion as a factor affecting natural resour uti liz tion 

thoroughly discussed. In this regard, despite the notion that r ligious l oli 

or interfering with the day to day activities, such holid ys 11 0 \ 

other important functions of the household. On the other h nd th 

holidays is assumed to be relevant for obtaining good harv s . H n 

or h· 

to be given due consideration in the discussion conc rning n tur, I r sour u tlll,lli n in 

Zege. 

Despite such religious conviction of the people, th ir 

regulations seem to be challenged when viewing th 

which is supposedly bmmed in peninsula. The need of th p opl to t 

life seem to have forced them to disregard the religious b s d ban . . 
attempts the new practice also seem to have resulted in disput s an 

problems that affect the cultivation of coffee in the area. 

religious practices exist side by side. As in the a 
. t'll . I in Ih ir r 'le ', n . In he 

s 

n· 

assum ed to prevent hai I storm, such practices s I I 

t I r su h, n tu I cat mili' . h' 
seems that in situations where people have no con ro 

people adhere to the existing practices in hop ofpr nting th 
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NATURAL RESOURC B 001 P T 

.. 1. Lan d Related Disp utes 

people enter into various relationships m their day to d y Ii . is 

r I ionships. As Cheater put it conflict and dispute ar nd mic 0 hu 

On of the intriguing find ings of the research was th pre Icnce 

r sources and particularly land related cases. Th quanlit Ii 

ho s holds have experienced land boundary relat d cont ntions. 

iol nt manner it has become a common occurrence and lmost n I 

s 

Disputing parities very often avo id congregating or assembling in l1a ll b r ' 

other occasions. Neighbors and relatives who recognize the cont ntion m y 

disputants to resolve the situation, yet such attempt is not common du to ih 

r lated squabbles. 

5.2. Common Types Of Disputes Related To Natural Resources 

-.2.1. Land Bounda ry Related Disputes 

T mpering with the boarder of the coffee plot is one of th dominant 

Z ge. As mentioned earlier land boundaries are demarcated by spar I 

times with scanti ly hooked wooden pegs and big stones. 

properly bounded and can easily be tampered with. Consequ ntly 

gradually claim the newly planted seedlings or the cof e pI I to b 

picking season. Boundary related disputes escalate during th 

s asons. As it wi ll be presented in the proceeding pag s su h 

ibuted to fa ilure to demarcate the land properly, but also f il ur 

uring land allotment. 
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Th following are some of the ideal cases. 

Case 1 

Case 2 

The case of Ato T is also similar. He sued his neighbor bOl t 0 wit "II· 
claimed some of his coffee trees during the offe pickill se SOli. II tit' ro cs 
for resolving the case would require long p riod, he \ s is to t k' thr 
witnesses to the area and give the claim li t the h r s( oj til i lit bl' coffi • 
plants. So they agreed when the case is solv d ith I' thrOIl II II rs or tit· 
committee, if the coffee trees belong to him the II ighbor is to r tl fII til ql I 
amount of coffee he harvested in the presell ce oJ the \ itll sses. J /I (It c S IS 

still in progress but According to Ato T the Deldays 1/1 II S \ til 
the neighbor started to disappears because it was b cOl/lill III i til 
going to lose the case. So now the neighbor is cOllsultillg \ ith SOI/l 

convenience Ato T for minimal compensatioll. 

The boundary disputes occur both in joint and individual holdings. iSpUI 

amily members specia lly in situations where both ha e joint! h ld lr l. 

Is 0 ur mon' 

Case 3 

77 



Recalling the histOlY of disputes betwe II the I I 0, h J 

adjacent, 6 years ago whilst he was ill alld ill be , she 
land. He said as soon as hG discovered he shol 

1101 pr' III u h' 

and flnally asked to pay compensatioll . I delll II 10 \lad a 
is approximately 8 k.g. at the time of the fi eld I ork I 100 8irr) bl I I },' 01 rl 
asked her to pay only 400 Birr. (see anll - C se r I I d 10 I II oJhls wifi·) 

CASE 4 
Weizero S's case is regarding her dispule I ilh h r I /l I . II· 1/(1 I}, I 

during the land distribution of 1975 both were gi ell joilll Iroldlll' I,hi h 
they eventually split. Th ere are Irees alld p gs lit I /l show I" ' bOll1l 11f» . 

However, she claims that her uncle use I p rl oj her "/l 1 10 11/1/\ II' 

eucalyptus and he used the //'l oney f rolll Ihe s Ie oj Ihe 11'00 log 'fllIf ./)' or 
himself She is now claiming her share oj III 1II01l Y II r 'qll 'stili' or III 
land to be dernarcated by the Delday. Her brolher 011 Ih olher" IItI II 

that the land where he planled the trees It (( I ilhill Iti b 0 11l ry n, ir C I ' 

was heard and they were also ad i ed to It th 'ir ' S 'ell by I r 
However, they could not reach a SO Il/ lioll. 0 tit Y gr 10 " \" Ih • I 11 

demarcated by the Deldays. 

Failure to accurately establish the boundary of land sp 
lIy in th 110 lion 

In the 'M ote Keda' system is one of the main r sons \ hi h <us ispu 

cases the oral account of the transfer of someon 

boundary has been the practiced by the land allocating 

instances, Deldays my also fail to show the exact boun 

hence allocate the land by estimation or lack of rop r i nli I 
ion 0 

the people describe it " ayets" sechew" m aning isu I slim lion. 

7 



• 

Ato W and Jo ur other people jointly hold land whi I II b ·' • , ' hb' " / / 0 t If/ IJ mOl 1\ I • 
sued thelr l1elg orlng Jomt land holders ror pickil g ,rr. r. 

, )' / 0)) 1 e )rom 40 0 Ih r 0 ' I 
the COlllll1lttee gave them land 'Bemote Keda ' they d'd I I I ' 

, ' / I/O S /01 I / 'm liz I bo II 
comnll ttee Just gave the land without pro'Perly showing lIe 6 d , , , / 0 /111 ry 7/ 'r ' 
more or less mdlcate the demarcatLOn, Explainillg S' I'II / /'I a ' . ,J J , , " r III /ICll t II/ t / ' t. I i I I I 
have beel! neglectll1g some slmzlar but minOr incidents tl , . , J. , ley I 1101 II' r~ Iii I w h on I I: r 
jointly held land. But the large scale theft frustrated all of Ilzcm 

Th e other. group also claillled that the coJJee trees fall llllier liz 'If bO/l1l1 ry 
cOll1pr,OIJ1lSe fo r the coJJee lost, they ha ve agreed 10 h ve Ihe b01ll11 ry lem r I 

and hiS co land holders would lLke to split Iheir joinlly held lalld mOllg 1111 m 
that they would properly look after the .land once they get their sll reo lIe / of Ille 
splitting the land will at least prevent such large scale theft from Iz p 
individual will strive to guard and look after the land properly. 

Case 6 
The case of Ato AG also gives an insight into disputes caus d by C ilur 
showing the boundary of the land to the endowed individu I. In oth r \ 
of a person was given land in 'be ayetsh sechew' 

c 

Ato AG is not originally Jrom Zege. He came to Zege ill 1978 d ily I bor 'r II , 01 

married and remained there. As he came to the area after th I lid i tribl lioll he W flOI 

able to obtain land, So he applied and in 1985 he was giv II J /4 Kada 0/ 11z ' I K 1 'i 1 I fI 

which was jointly held with 3 other people. They splil the I II illlo 111'0, so Iz • h I b II 

sharing ~ Kada with the other co-holder, Describillg holV Ihey 11/ II ge liz ' ICIII i, II' i I 
they worked together, planted equal amount of seedlillgs 11/ pi ke I offc' from Ih Ir· 

they cultivated. This eventually created problems so they de ide I 10 spill f lil '11, , 

divided the land in their absence and later rougltly shol e ' Ihem Ihe 601 1/ I ,1', 
given 'be 'ayetsh sechew', He said that the adjacellt ;'older pi ke offi" frol/l III / 111 I 
They tried to solve the problem through Shimgelill{/ bil l the olher /1/ II fi //- 10 110\\ up. 
so they went back to the social justice committee, Ac or illg to Alo G, I II! I III • 
also demanding Jar compensation, as the case has be II r ggillg fo r SOIll - 1/111' II I 
prevented him from planting new seedling this lime be /I e of til lilig liol/. 

The absence of a properly defined maimer of land distribution nd II tion h' 

inconsistent system of land allocation. The Mote Keda s st m in this r < h 

the way for obscure ways of obtaining land. Such incid nts insti t 

among community members, There had also be n incid nt 

obtaining land mostly by the then Kebele of.ficials .. ho bus 

could not receive impartial judgment appealed to th 

pending until date. The case of Wei zero G present d 
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Case 7 

At community level, the two KPA are also disputino and in inhabi t d 

di sputable area is around Selassie church. The church is built on 

than that there is this area where monks planted som co c roun 

area is uninhabited. Both areas are claiming access to th l 1 

rJ/m 111 'rtflll III 

nt, r a. TI . 

Ih' 

belonged to them even before the 1975 distribution and cit histori I 

was a recent clash when people form both KPA tri to ut tr s 

area. As the situation was above the capacity of th so i I justi 

court was involved. The Woreda count tried to resolv th 

(1 0 from each KP A) to mediate the dispute and demarc t th boun 

As some people explained all this conflict is just a co r u 

d · th · KP so t h til want to have the uninhabited Ian In elr 

then the peop le of KAP will have access to the I nd . 

o 

ih 111 
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".2 .2. Disp utes Related To Tree Cutting 

The bound ary instigated disputes al so pertain to th ISSU 0 a c Ir 

r s are to be cut under the permission of the KP P rm 'ISS ' " " . lon, rc 81 ' . 

\ hich pose the danger of toppling during strong \ ind n or h 

house of the owner of the tree. Moreover, at times of \ ddings n 

get pem1ission to cut the branches, though they nds up CL tt ing 

infom1ants disclosed, the practice is different as "as it seems rybo iy II S obt 

to cut trees. " Though most trees are used as marking th boun ry 

subjected to cutting. 

or 

p 

rill I lOti 

. c b · 

tr or The gist of the dispute regarding tree cutting is related to cutting boun 

close to adj acent land are cut. In situations where the tre s ar boun m 0 

notify the adjacent land holder. Or cut the tree claiming it ~ lis in on s bou 

are treated in the same maImer as the above mentioned land bound ry r I. m 

The other disputes related to tree cutting occurs -; h n cut r S 11 <11 de Iro s he 

neighbors coffee plants. In such instances, the tree can b con IS 

offender can be fined to pay compensation for the coffee tr s d stro d. 

Case 8 

!VO /11 ell ! " 
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".3. 1echanism For Resolution Of Dispute 

'.3. 1. Traditiona l: 

/tilllgelilla Mellesat, having a case reviewed th rough cld r coun ill 

dit ionally di spute resolving method. The elders or th 

b elders but men who the contenders select to r view th 

di sputants prefer to select individuals with whom they h 

can influence or speak for the disputant or can help th ass mbly onsi 

disputant in reaching a decision. 

r 

As some elders disclosed in the olden days before the civil and crimin I od hi 

10 0 

developed, the administrators of Zege were the.·Like red and the Mes/e/le who to 

elders and some community members addressed all sorts of disput s. This gr 

with the development of the civil and criminal code, the Atebia Dll 111ll , 

vicinity) also types of administrators (they replaced those menti oned bo ) in so c . h 

the legal right to rule over such cases. 

Currently, the elders in Shimge/ina mediate and negotiat ' . Th 0 

contention, stealing or domestic disputes between family m mb rs 

friends/neighbors. Elders or Shimagelewoch (which can b pri sts n ighbors 

disputants) can play a central role in the dispute settlement process. Th pro ss 0 h c 

or dispute through elders is called 's/timgilena me/lesat' . In such s s th is ut, n swill 

• E . r I t\ 0 dispute s lllClIlcn t mod I the II Inn I 
GOTI ATI ON :- one of the dIstingUIshing features thaI dlf,crcnl1atcs tIC v h-' 

II 
r I . olvemcnt of n utt nl l1\e I I.u PJrI). 

process. In negotia tion the deciSIOn makll1g process does not ca lor t Ie Inv ., .... Ire 
d . . ., Y t tl e is also the po Iblhly '" I meul 
Isputants playa slgmficant role in reaching a Jomt declsloll. c, lcr I I m 1-" . . . , I eral the role of the mc I tor 10 nc 011 I I I u 

llllp0rlant role in bri nging the disputants to reach a Jomt deCISIon. n gen ., G II ' I "It n I ~ I' . . . 'b' I ocess of negol1 llon, u I cr Illt I 
aCI lIallon of the process leading to joint dectslon. Descrt IIlg tIe pr I I d I I r I pro 

I 
. . . f I argum nt npp s '0 ru cs n \ U • • 

exc lange of tnformation: alleged facts and proffered tnterpretatlon 0 t lcm, .' r b h r1 It -d . . " a conunuouS process 0 leamln c 
emand, often, counter offer and so no. The flow of mformalion perllll 5 r th III 0""" I . . d r r g Sirength nd \ C n 0 .. ,.-

requIrement, prefere nces, expectation perceplions, altllU e, lee III , 
hInISelf'[Gulli ver 1979'5] AD ,. . . ' . I clcm nt of the deCISion III lOa proc 

JUDI CA TION: _ the distinctive role of the tlurd party IS the l11tegra . . k" b th uthon II 
th·. . I ·" '1 tcral deCISion III 109 Y 

IS regard, deCi sion is made by the third party. It Invo ves Ulll a • d I nc-' by Ih . . . . ually opprovc or s nc I .. 
can be an indIvidual or group of people. The role of the tlmd party IS us 
thus the authority is accep ted. 
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s OlOloned to have their case seen by elders 0 th ir choi . h 

h Y pass judgment they often attempt to negotiat n r 

convincing them to make compromises. 

There is no specific site allocated for the Shimgeiilla . Th y m d i 

disputants or the elders. They can have it at one of th disput nts plo 

usually under a tree shade outside the household. Disput nt 

also bring someone to speak fo r them or representing th m t pr S nl th 

The process commences with a short recital of pray r nd pp ling 

involved to be truthfu l and the elders pass be impartial. On 0 th I rs \ i 1\ it 

o 

he chu h. I I 

n 

lp the p 

the rest will respond will say Amen. The disputants th pI inti n th cha c 10 

explain the offense and the defendant will follow su it. t tim s 

disagreement and if the disputants exchange remarks th y m y b 

argument separately. Presiding elders often require some time to discuss th c 

their opinion. 

5.3.2. Social Justice Committee: 

This function as the local courts at the Kebele and KPA . 1 1. Th ommitt 

the government and have links with the Woreda courts. Th 5 m mb rs in Ih 

chairperson, secretary and three members. The members of Ih ommill 

people yet in most cases they are members of the CUlT nt ruli ng polit i < I 

election, the members were given 15 days training at th 

them with the legal procedures and civil code of Ethjopia. Th 

month on some of the locally observed saint's days. Hov 
r th d m ot 

th I" 1 0 

gmz b 

mmiuc : 

• f I f Lrlctions of the 01 loe I milll Ii, P 
In the Derg period: KP As have assumed many 0 t le l II ' cs rc 01 ing c "munll) 

1 . 1 . s'ble for co e ling t 
of the previous regime. It is the PAw HC 1 IS respon 1 16 rom . . .' 1 d ord r (pp 14 - u Ie 
confl icts, providing services and mallltallllllg aw an . . . .. ' d S P ss Trenton \ Jcrsy. 
(1985) Agran an reform III EthIOpia. The Re ea re . 
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omrn ittee may fail to convene due to KP A publ ic m In 

D or when all the members fail to attend. Such cond itions prol 

TIl committee commences by reviewing the application \ rit 

I ter for the defendant to appear. The defendant will also submit ri 

ses the committee usually persuades the disputants to go to him /illa 

om many responsibilities and helps to reconcile the dispute easi ly. 

The social and justice committee is governed by the applicat ion of th I g I tools. 

earlier the training given to the members acquaint them \ ith th 

reso lution procedures. However, the cultural tools or resources r 

nt I. II an 

as this committee also agitates di sputants to initially solve th Ir S through tr I lonul me to . 

.. 

The different mechanisms of conflict resolution suggest the too ls h uti liz in h 

traditional elders council of the process of ShimgilellCl, focuses on n oti tion nd m.· U 

people's religion, cultural norms and values. Values of peacefully 

another and if possible compromising are stressed and used to m di t th con i l. 

the resolution people would stress kinship ties if the quarrel is betw 

consaguinal or affinal. 

With regard to the social justice committee, people may not get sv ift s rvic . 

months. It has the power to force the defendant and the plainti ff to 

bo 

lin r 0 1 or 

, Ic. J c 

also take action if the disputant fails to abide by the law. It also gi indi idu< Is th pp r unity 

f h . tt ~ to th Ir p lili II 
to appeal to the higher couti. However, members 0 t omml 

affi liation can hamper certain cases that reflect on the politic I issu s. 

5.4. Actors Involved In The Dispute Settlement 

5.4.1. Priests, Communitv Elders: As in other types of di spu t s til 

neighborhood will be aware of the dispute through th ir n h or s. 

will attempt to bring the disputants together and aft r h ann 
. . d t 'olet the situat ions to I 

area wIll appeal for one who IS presume 0 VI 
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which he assumed. Excepting theories lh olh r b 

committee which is ordered by the social J' usti . am III . 

5.4.2. Members of the Social Justice Committ . h . I . . so I JU 

the government instituted body at the PA or Kebl I I is 

resolving disputes. The committee will usually he r th c s 

the elders council. As mentioned earlier the memb rs a lh 

by both disputants so that the judgment will be free from bi s. In 

r 

o 

is over land boundary the court convinces the disputants to I th ir 

before they summon the De/days to see the disputed area. 

to '/rim 1 ' ' / -

5.4.3. The Deldavs: Currently, members of the De/day committ 

place in the settlement of land boarder disput . s lh 

distribution, it is assumed that they know or recall how lh 

k the hn 

hence show where the ' actual' boundary of the dispul bl I nd .ll . It i 

that they have a good know how to demarcate the land. 

In this process, the disputing pmiies are expected to p y th De/dar no 

diem) of 3-5 Birr in acknowledgment of their effort and time to s ttl th 

only this they can also prepare Talla (traditional beer) and som Kollo or i ro 

cereal such as com, wheat or chick pea). The men usually go to a 10 I b 

finish the work. The members of the elders council also enjoy such pri il g . 
engage in dispute settlement process. 

It is such kind of practices that some people say is a form 0 bri b 

said people start invi ting the Deldays an I eld rs to th I < I be 

matter or to win the heart the De/days. Th De/day ' I 11 

appointments to show their importance and ar 
. f th De/day ' i 

. In a llIal 

parties to measure the land. Such actiOn 0 

disputants that they need to do more than deliv ring lh 
ourt or r 0 h'f . 
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• 
".4.5. Th e Woreda Court: is the court that h ndl s n ous I tI, 

though almost all land related are handled by the soci I jus ic co 

of the committee is presented to this court. Mor import nih 

ommunities (as mentioned earlier) is handled by th or < court. 

The underlying causes of the present di spute over n tur I r ur c vi tnc . in Zc' pc 

the issue of tenure and reflects on the issue of acc ss t r unn II lb ' 

enlarge instigated by: the land reform introduc d in I 7S lh m<nn r it Vll 

consequently the tenure insecurity it instituted ever sinc . 

property regime, people were given usufruct ri ghts 0 r 1< nd nd th righ to I n cr 

lease, mortgage, gift or inheritance was not allowed [Dessa\ gn I 3). 

The issue of land allocation rested on the hand of the Delday ·. In lh bs n 0 

specific guidelines distribution was subject to the their discr pancy. urth r 

allocation has been highly politicized, the land allocating th committ 

with unnecessary power. As a result, nepotism and fa oritism b g n t go 

which eventually endowed some people with more land and a 

remained with even less than their ri ghtful claim . 

Both the above discussed dispute resolution 111 chanisl11 

iet d in s s an 

th ir \ n 

olh 

an 

disadvantages. The traditional means of resolving conflict thr ugh 

negotiation. Elders propagate peaceful coexistence nd th 1Iitur I v I so th pc p 

traditional and religious all means are used to resolve th 

Th I
t 'n pl o ' lh tre ilio 

e and refonn introduced new land tenure arrang men I 

related issues are highly politicized and inflict impli tion n lh go 

administration and politics. In situations where th d ision 0 lh 

ameliorate the underlying conditions and caus s, their d isi n e 
b 
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rs council can mitigate the dispute by 1l0\ ing th 

brings into the scene the soci al fab ri cs and 

Eld rs also emphas ize compromise which 

superfici al negotiatio n. It also lacks the pov 

I ast in this case). It advises the disputants and pr s nts th 

Yet, if one becomes adamant (despite evidences of \ rong doing 

implement measures required. The elders council in this c s is subo 

instituted body. Shimgelina however, can also sol 

hence, saves time and cost. It utilizes infom1al and int gral r sou 

norms and values which help the disputants abide by th xp ct lion 0 t 

lack of punitive measures again encourages the peopl lo acc p 

compromise and yield a lasting solution. On the oth r h nd, c 

committee the same mistake after sometime. 

Is cour gc he 

From these observations and interv iews it can be said th t th D It! I) ' till pi , Imp an r ,. 
n 

in the lives of the people. Though the De/days say th y r m mb r th b un 

and refer to the record book which has the size of th I n holding 0 th 

1975 land distribution. Despite such manner of working th ju 

open for bias. In most cases the decision of the De/days is not 

unless they appeal to the Woreda court in Bahir Dar. It s ms lh l lh P 

judgment of these Deldays saying they know the bound ry nd p 

h 

an 

measuring the land with the rope. On the contrary, some s y 

thinking and knowing it was unfair they stick to the decision 0 

peaceful relation with the disputing party and the community 

heard from women who say" well the elders and others s i I it \ ill !lot 1/1 II til (mil" if 01 

lose this small land, it is worth living peaceful! Oil is los ." h c Ih.1t h " 

attempted to appeal to the Woreda court have b n di 

to the social and justice committee which handl s th 

fade up of the time it takes to resolve the cas. 
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6.1. Summary 

CHAPTER VI 

Summary and Conclu ion 

Though the title of the thesis may give the impr ssion 

focuses on the cultivation of the coffee in Zege, r th r th joum 

Coffee", gave an insight to the issue of natur I r soure utili 

situation of the people as it captures multitude of issu s surroun ing the cull 

coffee. 

The people of Zege dwell in uncertaifl environment wh r by th ph si I ttmg 

characterized by unpredictable but seemingly declining rainfall and th 

of forest coverage. Even though viewed from afar, Zege s ms to gi 

impression as an area endowed with various natural resoure s gre n ~ rtil 

forest coverage, it is susceptible to such vagaries. Such surroundings e os 

constant challenges and it is palpable to imagine and postulat th Imp t 0 su h 

surroundings on the livelihood of the people and the hous ho ld . 

Exposed to such a volatile setting the coffee prod uction \ hi h d In s the main ur c 

livelihood has come in a serious jeopardy. Aside from th 11 lur 1 s t ing, n imp. 

h 

o 

the environment on coffee production, the r so urc 111 11 . g m 

enlarge utilizes traditional implements may not mitigat th on 

whi h by 

envirorunent. 

Coffee, which is considered as the God given crop is b Ii 
in gi\" Ii . 

long production. Failure and/or decline of production is 0 

' . fGd Or o spi t su h blic 
catastrophes which are also taken as signs 0 0 s I ° 

shortage of land due to population growth and lh r I t 
. I . fi th po rty r su llin om 

recogl11zed by the people as the cu pnts or 



production. Concomitantly, such conditions r suit in 

thuS constant struggle for the survival. u h 

from off-farm activities namely, trade and s I 

Coffee also raises the issue pertaining to the formation 

rc 

the household such as the division of labor, decision m 

cultivation of coffee brings the household memb rs tog th r to sh 

Yet, on the contrary is the central focus of the disput s sc n io 

harvest or rescuing the coffee from seizure. This also rais s th is u 0 

and the challenges of the household in solving the disput it n ount 

the natural resource based disputes. The various means of sol in su h 

altemative means of addressing the prol;Jlem. Social as \' II s onomic eto 0 

have a crucial role in the resolution process. 

Within the household, coffee lays the sphere of it's ace ss < n 

traditional gender based roles and responsibilities. M n , r 0 

ntr I n th· 

the harvest and women control the part of the yield assign d or 

consumption. Marketing is in most cases (unless wholesal to m r h ts i h r in " g or 

Bahir Dar) by enlarge the task of the woman and the cash obt in 

the domain of the man. 

" 

The household is the basic production and consumption unit and pi 

in the society. In carrying out its role the household ent r into 

characterized by gender and age based division of I bor 

responsibi lities to its members. Access to resoUl· s such 

L si 

• rio 

,pi 1\ , 

, . ,ihbllit 

vital for the survival of the household. As a r suit th 

these resources is crucial in determining the econ0!111 st tu 
th h ust.:h I . 
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In Zege, the household has been encountering s 

viability. Such challenges requires it to uti liz 

changing scenarios. 

r ng 0 

Prior to the discussion of the overall find ing and conclusion 0 

this juncture to recapitulate some of the major findin gs th 

discussion. 

6.1.1. Land tenure 

Land tenure is one of the vital issues that cannot be ignor d in th 

livelihoods of the people of Zege. Land is a vital resourc s or th 0 

of Zege. It is the natural resource base and ital r sourc or 

ion 0 h-

development and sustenance of the household . Du 

any available means to procure land. As a result, th Y r o n ngul \\ IIh 

struggle to attain secure land holding. 

Access to land in the context of Zege can also refer to a c ss to th 

demonstrated in Chapter 2, section 2.4. both in the indi i u I n joi 

systems, it is the total harvest that is split among fami ly m mb r 

share as in the case of marriage) or the group of people assign d to a p rti II I r joi 

It is only in few cases that the actual land holdings split among joint hoi rs or 

to a marrying child. 

r . 'h 
Land among other resources is also vital for the 10r!1'1c lIon 0 I 

endowment and lack serves as a key factor in th 

presented in section three, the economic as opp 

necessitates the land endowment of the coup les 

procure throuah the available means are subject to lh c 
b 

of the family holding or share the harvest of th of 
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4 

entirely validate it is assumed and suggested b . y som In 0 

has affected the number of marriages in the peninsul . 

The generation disparity over land reallocation can b 

where the land less youth are in constant d m n 

pou 

or I. n 

b 

households desire to retain their plot they SllSt, ined or d ' 111 

landlessness, these people resort to act iviti es sllch as lr. dc, d lIy lab r 

fuel wood by purchasing standing trees from Id rly m mb rs 0 

need the cash for living. This. also have implic lion on 

deforestation in the area. 

Apart from the engagement of the .youth in the d for st tion 

instigated by the inconsistent manner of distribution and r - 110 

euphoria of recent land re distribution had it's own share. The t nure ins 

can also expound the status of natural resources such as tr s, land 

peninsula. In situations where land holders are not guaranteed of sust ining t 

people seem to have earn quick money from the trees that at tim s s 

coffee trees. Moreover, they have refrained from investing on th ir I nd pl ' nlln n' \' 

coffee and tree seedlings. 

The discussion on land also raised gender related iss ll s in th s i ly. P. rti ularl . in h ' 

manner of land allocation, which was characterized by in onsist n i s 0 th, Ii . 
Female headed households in this aspect have been mar in liz 111 

instances their rightful claims due to lack of lrnow ho\ and in bili 

opportunities to secure land. 

As depicted in Chapter 2, sections 2.4 most of the discllssions on 1 n 
. . . t n lh 

the 1975 land distribution which have had long last lllg Imp 

to 

until present day. The incidents of inconsistent land 110 

distribution, has had a lasting effect on the di ffi r nl asp ts 0 t 
Ii ' 0 
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However, not only past experiences are of im port nc bu lh 

devoid of a mechanism to deal with the vagari sop 

situation and yield unprecedented use of natural r sour s. 

The bickering over small plots of holdings and cofti pI 

feature which can reflect on multitudes of issues. First, is th 

s IS 

increasing population and absence of mechanism for addr ssin th iss 

Coupled with this is the absence, distortion and manipulation of th m 

land to secure more land. Second, pertains to the land holding syst m or 

whereby the creation of fragmented holdings which seem d to h 

incidents of boundary based disputes. Likewise, the stablishm nt 0 

resulted in more confusion and problem in sharing r spons ibilili s n hur\'c ling \ iet 

cmiailed people from investing on their land and indllig in r u I dl PUI 0 . 

boundaries. 

Third, is the issue of abuse of power, where the endowed att mpt to r b I ro 

rightful users, as raised in Chapter 5, of the grollp of farmers 1d th 

Fourth, the disputes also reflects on the gender related iSSll S \ h r b \\'0 

without supporters are liable to have their rights violated. 

The land tenure issue also reflects on the issue of power relations. Th De/day 

the local authorities in land distribution, seem to have gained lasting pri il g 

to influence land allocation. This has eamed them an int gr I rol in h 

settlement process. Such condition allowed them to enjoy nOll pri ilc 
• lh" 

through this so called 'virtue' of differenti ating bo r rs. 
. d ·tain d th ir ruci I p il ion. 

have created a sphere of dommance an asce! 
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6.1.2. Th e Link With The Outer Areas: 

Zege maintains close and regular relationship with it 's SUlToun 

that link the peninsula with the neighboring areas is lr d . 

much related with it's religious significance, co ffe produ lion 

network. The role of women or perhaps their wide scal in 01 m t 10 \ . , 

enjoy such rich historical background. It can be said that lr d is Iso 

constant struggle for supporting the household. Such conditions also bro gh \; 

the sphere of trade, which present~y can be identified as part and par I 0 

chores. 

om.n ' 

The coffee dominated production activity of the peninsul r uir silo c:chan' . i ' 
ic 

produce with the other farming areas or grain cultiv ting ar s 

necessities for the household. Although this kind of exchang is not nd ml to 

role of the people as traders and farmers exemplifies some 0 

people. The location of the peninsula facilitated it's vital rol 

whereby the produce of the fam1ing areas and the commoditi s of th 

be facilitated through the Zegegnas particularly the women in th m rk l 0 Z g . 

The presence of an urban center in close proximity of the peninsula has h 

effects. The major role ofBamr Dar as a host of some modern s rvices h s 

of the young generation in search of education facilities for th ir a ad mi 

employment OppOliunities. Moreover, it also serves as pi tform for Ir 

services or in other words as exchange and consumption c nl r. In lhi r g.r . 

evidences from testimonies revealed, the growth of th B< hir 

constant market for fuel wood supply from Zege. In th 

provides swift and larger cash income for all the p rti s in 01 
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6.1.3 . Religion 

In viewing the SOClO cultural factors and issu s 0 lon, 

natural resources was highlighted. Religion s ms to pi 

management and utilization of natural resources in Z ,th rol 0 

ban on animal breeding and it's implication on the cof~ 

on the previous sections. Yet, despite such religious teachings and t 

crucial resources such as grazing area, people are willing to und rt 

6.1.4. New Development Interventions 

o 

The emergent new organizations and trends are also introducing n ph n m 10 

overall coffee production system. WJiilst on the hand it s 

services and introduction of modem inputs have had om 

more consequences in the future. Such occurrences will h 

stratification of the society as it can alter affect the issue of ace S5 to r sour 
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6.2. Conclusion 

From the outset, this research was dedicated to inve t' t' h s Ig mg t un ng 

further elucidate the manner of natural resource utilization, In this r 

that, focusing on the livelihood of the people would capture th 

encounter and hence reflect on and shed light on issues of n tur 1 r sou c 

Further, by recognizing the truth as mentioned by Ahm d d 

"environment does not exist as sphere separate from hum'an actions I 

people do not exist as tabula rasa devoid of the ability or c, p 

environment, attention was given to the process or issue of ad pt tion mid t Ih . 

and uncertain surrounding of the people ofZege, 

The fo cus on the livelihood situation ~s presented in the prec ding s tion 

different systems or contexts that affect people and their living situation 5 th 

of the wider context. Accordingly, in the attempt to grasp a better und r5t n ing 0 

overall situation, the study disregarded a single factor based analysis of th robl or 

other words did not attempt to analyze the problem in isolation, 

In so doing, it has been the concern of the research to portray 110\ th s 

contexts affect the issue of natural resources utilization, As re i \ d in 5 tion I. . 11 
nOll 

ecosystem approach allows to regard a situation by portraying th 

allows to capture the feedback of the various systems on 
Ilowcv r, h 

approach' s fails to capture the changes outside th syst m 
, d' 'd I d 'gnorina wid r r gion I link 

population as opposed to the 111 IVI ua an I ::> 

, ' d [1990'220] issu s p rt inin t tr 
Issue of concem. As Ellen mentlOne " 

exchange are excluded which decline the validity of the approa h to b 
u . in 

analysis. 

, sive contextual is tion [I 90: _6 J, 
The conceptual framework of Vayda s progres . 

. ounding th dis us Ion n 
and portray the complex interrelated ISsues sUIT I on m . I nlll 

resource utilization and livelihood situation of the peop 
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unraveling of the systems or in the course of the study whi h h p 

perspective in the analysis. As Manger mention d, it 110 

dynamics at the different levels and" to treat a hum an popul 10 

other ecological units with which they interact. ' [M ng r t. 1. I 

Further to this, in order to capture the human respons to th s s st 

made to focus on the issue of adaptation. The focus on th 

elucidate the process and the related decisions and mechanisms 0 ch ng I 

on the whole the role of individuals in shaping their environm nt. 

In order to comprehend the existing natural resource utilization in Z g di r 'o co '. t 

or systems need to be understood. Not only the separate analysis yi I s 

understanding but the relation and effect of one system on the OU1 r is Iso 0 

importance. 

Land, coffee, and trees represent the vital resources on which most hous hoi 

upon . Land is scarce and degraded, it seems there is no sanction s t m In . 0 

address the pressing land shortage issue. Such condition I ds P opl to di U' 0 • 

accessing it. 

The overall government tenure and policies including regional and r ion, I 

regarding land allocation and reallocation seem to circulate aro~n th 
d . th 

shortage and problem and absence of effective means of ad r ssm 
. l' . micro Ie el realiti . It he 

Tl115 clearly portrays the effect of macro po lCles on . 

trickledown effect on local situations particularly on the fonnation, 

sustainability of the household. The exasperation of land r I t 
I b s n in th is nn . 

implication on the destruction oftrees and forests can a so 

• ..' C' t Ire or fu I \ 0 
The other IS the utll1zatlOJ1 oftrees or lores s. 

lIin h . 

O. Il h 
. . the hail storm 

as some disclosed has been mtense smce , 
lh 
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that despite the viability of the trees to the coffee plants or 

unprecedented use of these resources due to the need to 

The influence of the outer world on Zege and th n tur I r 

considered in the discussion of deforestation, The gro\ th n p n i n 

town and it' s demand for fuel wood has implication on th st us 0 r' co r 

peninsula. Bahir Dar offers an important and sustain d m rk t or h u I \\ 

and fo r the Zegegnas engaged in this activity it means a short t rm co o Ie 

due to the swift cash income. 

p Hence, the situation of deforestation needs to be understood in su h 

solely accusing the people of Zege fOI the destruction of the for st do 

validated. Rather, the situation needs to be perceived in conjunction \ ith th 

the rapidly developing urban center, which has equal responsibility, Ho 

dilemma of the situation is the willingness of the Zegegllas to put th ms I 

vulnerable position in the future due to deforestation which is d m ing 

plants. This can be a result of the pressing need of the hous hold to su i ' 

pressing situation and also a reflection of the tenure inse urit , 

keeping holding in the future and for the landless youth who und rt k 

selling it means a way of life. 

Similar explanation si also forwarded by Ege, [1990) in his study of I n t 

uttlng an 

He stated: 
If a peasant misuses the land it may be lack of kno.\ I g r , t 
political structures which makes over exploitation a ra~lon \ . h I ~ If h 
which forces him to squeeze the land even through, e ;~e ~ t, .. 

children will suffer the effects in the future" i, Tea , h~nt~ I s n I nl ic t 

have much effect on the peasants so long as t ey nsd,t' lh ' 
of land planted with trees. Understand the con I Ion 

" l' I ' the problem [1990:226] , 
prerequlSlte lor so vmg 
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The role of religion has been depicted and raises th is u 0 

an uncertain conditions forces the household to search or in 0 

us pro I It 0 sustain it's life even if it seems to override certain rel'lg'lo hObo . 

it seems such religious ban are ignored as the number br d rs s m 

This spells the changes occurring in the society wh r n w mo 

threatening to the age old cultivation of coffee is on the rise, Howe r th , 

of sheep breeding pertains to the issue of adaptation. The r mark 0 in 0 

alset ale, seWli beza, chegeru bitena, nurwen lemedegef lemoker belo " , 

marbat yejemerw" , meaning, ",the coffee would not yield, th nu b r 0 

population) is growing, the poverty is increasing so peopl n d d to su 

is with such intention people resorted to sheep breeding," Such l 

, Oll/m 

people's constant strife for survival, at1 attempt to adapt to som 

the face of the challenges and changes encountered, 

or ble on III n \0 

Trade is also one of the mechanisms for mitigating the household in om \ hich i 

supposed to be by enlarge dependant of the coffee harvest. But in a situ tion 

anticipated yield is not procured, the means to survival is in this regard in 01 

Trade also widens the networks of the traders in this regard women and 0 rs VI 

market for the produce of Zege 

Related to this the introduction of the new modem agricultural inputs ins ig" t 
, [" lh g , 

non governmental organization and the possible 1l1ter en Ion 0 

th 
' . f' w The acquaintan 

e problem from certall1 pomts 0 vIe ' 
. . . . . h holds on th oth r h n 

serVIces though It IS benefitmg certam ouse ) 
, I d' fferentiation On th 

conditions that further widen the gap or SOCia I ' 

introduction of some fruit seedlings and vegetables in the progr m n r 
. that facil itate g n r lion in 

diversify their economy and offer resources 

sale. However, the future impact still remains to be seen, 
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o On the whole the combined/overlapping effect of th poli 

market, and related urban pressure, jointly explain th st t 

utilization in Zege. The problems related to the uncertainty or irr 

yield has forced them to search for means of survival which c 

o r- ..... · .. ·H 

sustaining the household. It is vital to take in to account all the rei t 

problem is situated in, to grasp a better understanding or en in vh n 

possible intervention to mitigated the situation, 

" 
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