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Abs/rac/ 

Reunification is used as a means to re-unit ch ildren separated from their families to restore a I:'\lnily 
cnvironment for the proper upbringing and development of the child. 111e objecti ve of this study is to 
explore :J.ttribules (positive :J.lld neg:J.t ive) of reunification on psychological and soc i:J.I lives of 
sexually ab used and retumed home children. 'nle assessment of this quali tati ve study tried to identify 
and li sted the psychological and social problems. TIle study uses case study method, app ly scmi­
structured in-depth interview, and collect data from reunifi ed fe male children who faced the problem. 
TIle study uses purpos ive sampling technique and a tota l of eleven retum home children. TIle major 
concems like reason ofnm away, psychological and soc ial problems, and feelings of famil y members 
and ne ighbors in relation to reunification is discussed. It identifies major psychosoc ial problems that 
those childre n faced during reunification <md its effects 0 11 their psychological health and socia l 
rdat ion. TIle data collected from the in-depth interview, di scuss ion and documentation were narrated 
and an:li yzed. The lindings showed that reunifications results shorter :md longe r tenn psychologica l 
and soc ial problems and the chi ldren shows feeling of fear, depress ion and poor peer relat ionship. 
Generally, the assessment underlies the need to give att ention to those children who are b cing the 
problem and the alternati ve child care system (reunification). Future researchers should prefer to aim 
Oil gaining k.nowledge Oil the 10ng-tenll efTects of post reunifi cation programs_ So socwl workers 
could resolve thi s limitation by adding specifies when interviewing participants . TIle study W<IS 

concerned about the poor, voiceless. discriminated and for those who are living in continuous 
injustice. So mobilizing the community through effecti ve ways in ass isting reunifyi ng chi ldren to 
their family can be one of the ways that aim socia l work. profession can be achieved. 
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Ch:tlltel' One: Introdlll'lion 

1.1 B ackground of the StU(~'1 

'n1C t:'lm ily is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitl ed to protection by 

soc iety and Stale (UN, 1948: m1icle 16.3). 'Inc im portance of ' family' as specified in the Univcrs::tI 

Dccbrat ioll of Human Rights above has had a powerfu l impact on the lives and identities of 

individuals all arou nd the world. The Conven tion on the Right's of the Child (1990) echoes many of 

its sl'ntimc nts, and even goes so fa r as to assert that the J:'llniiy is the 'natural environment ' for Ihe 

' full and hannonious development ' of ch ildren '5 personalit ies. But what exactly is meant by the word 

' fami ly ', and how does its interpretations relate to reunification interventions w ith stred chi ldren? 

By vi l1ue of their very existence , fam ily reunifi cati on programmers presuppose the I!x istence 

of a definite and bounded entity or unit - the ' fami ly' - from whieh a child has been separated and to 

which Ihl!)' may be relumed. But what exactly is ' fami ly'? Who does it re f't:r to? \Vhat kind of 

relationships does it enta il ? And what makes a ' famil y' suitable for reu nification rather than any 

particubr group of individuals (l1lOl11as, 2005). 

As Thol11.1S (2005 ), referred Manll (200 1) and Wlted that family highlights the existence of 

Iw o 'essentia l criteria' defin ing the idea of family: biology and generation. 'I11C first - Lhat a fami ly 

lll llst be blood-related. e ither immed iate or distant - is the most ob\"ious and immediate understanding 

in toda y's world, but the second - that a fami ly mllst be composed of at least two generatIOns of 

pl!op ie (e.g. parents and chi ldren. grandparents and grandchildren) is less COlllmon. Both of lhem are 

primaril y concem ed with the natu re of relationships, implying tlut (a) kin/blood relttti ons arc 

somchow inherently closer or more important than those between friends. neighbours or lovers ; and 
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(b) t11:1t ' fami lies' must necessari ly invo lve adults to faci litate appropriate guidance and care for the 

less powerful members. 

Reunification is an intervention designed to facilil<tte the reunion of vu lnerab le children 

separated from their fam il ies and to restore a family environment <IS a means of a pcrm.:l.Ilcnt 

2 

placement for the proper upbringing and development of the chi ld/chi ldren (Mo \V A, 2009). Family 

reunification is a widely recognized practice as a primary altemative against resident ial care and othe r 

Olll-of .. llOme chi ld we lfare services. It is very much dependen t on the organi zation. the cOlltext, the 

fami ly and the child. As one of the efTective programs that expect to enable children 's deve lopment 

by livlllg together with their fami ly, fami ly reuni tication stressed on the combination oframi ly, 

neighbors and community members relationship (111omas, 2005). 

Since reunification is seen in every society in the forms of soc ial as we ll as cultural conte:-.1. 

the Sllccess of fa mily reun ification can be viewed from mUltiple perspecti ves. -n lcse are from thl! 

body of law th:tt delineates parenta l rights, the practices and decis ion-making processes o f the child 

welf:trc agencies engaging in when deciding whether to return ch ildren to their birth parents, the 

children and the family (Fred, 2004). 

Family reunificat ion is rooted in a number of cultural assumptions and be li efs regard ing who 

children are , what they should do. who should look after them. and where they should li ve (lllOmas. 

2005). Even if it is often the goal of child welfare agencies who attempt to preserve families based on 

the premise that children should be raised by their biologica l parent whenever safe. appropriate and 

poss ible interYelltion needs better onent;lIion to the child 's reality rather than the depiction o rthe 

organizations and the ind ividuals (1110111.:tS, 2005). 
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Dependi ng on the organizations that they appro;Jch. the reunification programs that arc 

implemented by di nerent organiz:ltions are not something that can or shoul d be altempted wit hout 

cons ido.!rab lc planning. It is considered ,IS one of Ihe b\!st chi ld care strategy which is IIlkndcd to 

prollloto.! the tota l development of childre n long-tenn resources, and continuous monitori ng and 

eva luation are necessary to assess whether the agency cons istentl y acting in the chi ld 's best interests 

or not ClllOmas. 2005). 

3 

The American Acndcmy of Pediatrics has produced <l manual for prim'lf), care providers th;!! 

gi\'cs guidelines for psychologica l behaviors that arc within the range expected for the age of the 

child. problems that may disrupt funct ioning but are not sufli cicnt ly severe to w<nTant the diagnos is of 

a men tal disorder. and d isorders that do meet the criteria ou tl incd in the Diagnostic and Statistical 

J\ lanua l of ?dental Disorders (4th cd.) of the American Psychiatri c Assoc iat ion. 

'lllC pediatric manual provides a way to describt: problems and plan interventions without 

prematurely deciding that internal pathology is causing the problems. 'l1le Il1nll uni" s descriptIOns arc a 

lIsefu l wny to int roduce the range of concerns facing parents and school staff. TIle five psychosoc ial 

problems commonl y seen in school settings arc attention prob lems, conduct and behavior prob lems. 

anxicty problems. alTcct and mood prob lems. and social and inte rpersonal (Howard and Linda, 1989). 

Every published empirical study on the disclosure of ch ild sexual abuse indic:ltes that a high 

percentage of those child sexual abuse victims who report their abuse to authorities delay disclosure 

of their abuse. and that a significant number of children do not disclose the abuse at a ll , The delay 

between the initial occurre nce and the subsequent disc ioslire of the abuse vari es, depending on a 

Llmbt'r of f:lC tors sllch as the abused age at the lime of the events, the relationship between the 

perpetrator and Ihe abused, the gender of lhe abused. the scveritr of the abllsl-!. developmental :lnd 
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cognitive variables related to the abused, and the like ly consequences of the disclosure (Karen and 

Jennifer. 2005 ). 

4 

abuso;;d. they oHen do so years aHcr the abuse occurred. Inc idents or events invo lving the sc.xuaJ ;lbuse 

or children l11a~ ' be reported directly to the police aneVor may come to the attention of the stair of 

social service ngencies. Prevalence refers to the proport ion of a population that has experienced a 

pat1icu lar event or behavior. Since it is not known how many people in the Un ited States experience a 

[or111 of sexual abuse as chi ldren, some researchers select groups. or samples, of ind ividuals to study 

tlnd dirt!ct questions to them. Studies of the incidence, as opposed to the prevalcncc. of sexual abuse 

or childn.m concentrate on estimat ing the number of new cases occurring over a p:lIt icuiar period of 

limc and on whether the number of events or incidents is increasing or decreasing. Scholarly studies 

or both the incidence and the preva lence of se:-..-ual abuse of children in the United Sta"~s began 

emerging in the 1960s and gained greater urgency after the cluster of day care center child abuse 

cases in the 1980s mnde the issue one of acute public interest. Although we do not have data 

rdlccting the prevalence of abusers, there are dal;lirolll several stud ies reporting the prevalence of 

\'ictimizat ion. The prevalence ratcs reported in these studies vary somewhat (Karen and Jenn ifer, 

2005) 

Organization for Prevention Rehabil itation nnd Integrntion of Female St reet Children 

(O PIUFIS) is working on reun ific:1tion progrmn in Addis Ababa :1nd in difrerent towns of the country. 

'Ihe organization's vision is 'aspiring to see a society in which child abuse is eliminated and their 

dignity is til il y protected and respected' (Annual RepOIt , 2013). So. this program is aimed at helping 

abused and marginalize-d children who :1re exposed to various types of abuse and exploitation and 
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improving the li ving cond it ion ofl hese children by facil itating access to basic soc ial se rvi ces, 1:111111 )' 

cmpo,,,crmcnl, and comnlunity awareness (Annual Report. 2013 ). 

'111is study was undertaken to investigate the attributes of reunification as c;Irried out by 

OPRIFIS in order to obtain pCI1incnl infomlation about thc psychosocial lives of sexually abused 

fema le children . Hence the study has focused on the positi ve and negative aspects orrcunifi~alion. 

1.2 Statement oft" e Problem 

Eth iopia is the second populolls country in Afri ca ,.vilh an estimated popUlation or over 90 

m illion. lllC :Ull1ual growth rate oC the popUlation is estimated to be around 3 percent. ' nlC annual 

gro\\1h ratc of the populati on is estimated to be around 3 percent. Children bod ow age 15 represC'llt 44 

percent of the national population (National Statistics r\gclIcy. 201 5). ·i1It: !lulllber ur dlildrl!11 li ving 

in di nicult c ircumstances is noted to be significant due to soe ial. economic. politi cal as well as 

cultur.11 factors (MOLSA, 2005). On the other hand in rdati on to child povt:J1Y and deprivation. the 

cOlllll ry scored 90~o as compared 10 other sub-Sahara Afric:\ COLIn tries. When we consider protecti on 

li·om vioknce as a single dimension. Ethiopia scored 63 percent :lIld listed third from the last 

(UN IC EF. 2014) 

Addis Ababa. as a capital c ity of the countr), is the most densely populated a.nd faced 

intelTelatcd problems. Some of these problems are poor hOllsing. skewed income difference , high rate 

of unemployment. sewage sllags, inadequate transportati on. kick of adequate road construction and 

large number of orphan and vu lnerab le children. As a result, there are many economic and soc ial 

catastrophes es pec ia ll y on the portion of the community who are living in low economic status (Lib. 

2013). 

5 
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In 20 I 0 the Add is Ababa BoWCYA together with Street In vest London conducts a research 

:md identified nine thousand children who are living in ch ild·carc institutions. Because orlhe 

weakness of the system of safegu:1rding children thousands of them are at ri sk of exploitation. abuse 

and violence. It is suspected that sexual explo itation. abuse and chi ld tralTicking in Ethiopi;l is not 

dl.!creasing. but reliable statistics arc lacki ng (UNICEF, 2014). l11C city admin istration an nual year 

plan of 20 13114 also shows that, orphan and vulnerable children are one of the marginnlizcd society 

groups. Ass isting and supP0l1ing of ninety thousands ch ildren who are vulnerable 10 psychological 

and socia l problems and providing awareness training for two hundred fifty thollS~lIld childre n (Illd 

other mem bers of the dwe llers through different types of mechanisms are considered to be one of the 

lI1:l.i n task for the budget year (Addis Ababa, 2013/ 14). 

t>. lany scholars have been conducted studies on the causes, situations, magnitudes , and 

mechanisms of child care support programs such as reunification. Chi ld care orga nizations are al so 

had a follow up mechanisms to know the status of the chi ldren. But significant studics were not 

condllctcd in rebtion to the experience of the children after the rellnification program ;md it is 

belic\cd thaI great need of sustain abi lity act ivities such as advocacy, fam il y empowcnllent ilnd 

addi tiona l entrepreneurship trainings are needed to all cvi<lte problems that return home chi ldren and 

their f:lIl1ilies arc l:'lc ing (Jennifer. 2009). 

111cre are many reasons why chi ldren refuse or are reluctant to accept the idea of reunification, 

although some are more difficult to interpret than others. For example. the unwillingness of a child 

can inc lude the ' normal ' fear of a new situation, a change. a move. and th is is to be expected 

(t>.lkombozi, 2002). 

6 
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It should not be forgotten that rClinificntion is not s imply about returning chi ldren to a fam ily 

so th at the)' cnn ' pick up where they left ofT' - the impression of 'sameness' is illusory. as both the 

child and the other I~lmi l y members are like ly to have changed signifkanlly during their time apall . 

p:1l1 icul arl )' if this is it mattcr of months or years. Other common reasons fo r which children may 

refuse reuni ficat ion include : feel ings of guilt or anger nt being abandoned by the I:1mily, memories of 

separation may be too painful fear of continued abuse once reunified or ' pun ishment ' for ha ving mn 

a\\'ay. the child 11l:l)' no longer have both parents and all of his/her brothers and sisters. the child may 

h :\yl.! to live with a reiative they hardl y know and the conditions of their present lifestyle 1ll:1)' simpl y 

be better in terms of fri endships, personal freedom. income, employment (MkombozL 2002). 

Rt::llllitication may also involve a lIumber of risks n:sult ing from the soc ial sti gma directed 

towards strel.!t children and the experi ences and diseases with which they are popularly assoc iated (see 

below). Although the existence of such risks should not in itself be cnough to exclude the poss ibility 

of re unification, it is nevertheless vital that these potenlial problems are communicated to the child 

and th~ i r fami ly to allow them to make an infoffilcd decision (Mkombozi, 2002). 

Chi ldren can also experience psychological distress during the reunificat ion process. 111ey 

may experience feelings of grief, loss, or fear at the prospect ofleaving a foster home. A child's 

psychologic<l l hea lth can al so affect rcunification (Fred. 2004) . 

TIle negative images and assumptions of abused childre n ns ' diseased ' and 'ddinqucnt 

criminals' domin:lte many societies arollnd the worl d and pose a s ignificant chall enge to reunification 

part icularly for those who have spent a large amount of their childhood in safe home. EYen if a family 

is ready and willi ng to accept a child back into their lives. there is no guarantee that their neighbors 
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and Ih~ wider community wi ll be equally open to the prospect, and numerous abuse children have 

spoken of being bullied and marginalized at schools as a result of being 'dilferent ' (,!llOm as. 2005). 

I renee. the major purpose of this study is geared towards investigating and answ~ring the­

'Illest for the (Iffribllfes ofrcllnlfication on psychological and social development of/d, Ihe dl"/ve 

bchll1d rClIIlIfiCOIIOn and irs effect all sexllally abused clllidren. 

1.3 Objectil'e of the Stul{V 

'111(: general obj ective of this study is to exp lore the attributes of reunifi cation on 

psychological and social lives of sexuall y abused children w ith in Addis Ababa in whic h OPRIFIS 

rehabIlitation and integration developmeDt program is cngaged. 

"lllC spec ifi c obj ect ives of this study: 

I . To identify the sign ifi cant contribution of reunificat ion on psychological nnd soc inl lives of 

children. 

2. To :lssess the challenges of reunification on sexuall y abused children and to propose 

poss ible solutions . 

3. To eV~l l llate Ihe impnct of reunification programs on sexually abused children. 

1..1 ResC!tlrch Quest;ollS 

I. What s ignificant contribution that reunifi cation brings to the psychosoc ial lives of the 

children? 

2. What are the challenges thai sexually abused children arc 1:1cing afte r rcuni li cation? 

8 
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3. How those challenges present on the children and how they solved? 

1.5 Significance o/the Studv 

According to the Intemational Federation of Social Work. (IFSW & IASSW, 2004), the main 

objective of social work is to focus on problem so lving and change to address disadvantaged groups 

orlhe society economica lly, soc ially, politically, legally or culturall y. So. thi s sludy strcss~d on rc illo] 

home children (as members of the community), find Oul their problems, and progress ane r the y felulll 

to Ih..:ir ramtly or care givers. 

Since every study attempts to contribute something to the ex ist ing knowledge base either by 

add ing new evidences or strengthening the existing ones, the output of th is study is also to provide 

valu:l ble infonnat ion abollt the impacts of reunification in different d imensions of ch il dr~n's liti: 

especially in the life of return home children. It also increases the knowledge base on psychological 

;lIld socia l problems of child vulnerabi lities and explained the negj.tive effects of reunification in 

ord~r to find solutions. Further, it tried to assess the appropriateness of project interv~l1tions, put 

alternative strategies that can help the reunification program to function in a preemincnt way in the 

process of so lving the psychological and social problems the children faced . 

1.6 Scope of tire StlU~)I 

'Ille main purpose of this study is geared towards investig.:l.ting and answering the question for 

those efrects of rClinitication on sexually abused and returned children and, the dri ve behind 

reun ification. This study is limited on children \vho are returned to home by the support nnd 

ass istance ofOPRIFIS in Addis Ababa. The study did not consider the other project sitcs of the 

org;mizat iOll . I have interviewed return home chi ldren and their family members. lnfonnanls from the 

organizat ion have also p.:l.rticipated. 
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J. 7 Limitation o/tlte Study 

Resource constraints slich as finan ce and time w~ n.! 111;1jor limitat ions. By ha ving onl y II 

parti ~ ip:Hl IS in the study. it is not comprehensive enough to H: ll l.!ct some gcner:d izat ions With regards 

to the general population of rcunificd children al various leve ls . Although parti c ipants may identify 

simi);lf psychosoc ial problems they faced. this informat ion was relevant onl y to the experie nces of the 

p:1I1ic ipants. 'nlC second limitation is the environment where Ole children were li ving. Majorit)' of 

th em Wen! li ving in the out skil1S of the Addi s Ababa city .So arranging appoi ntment for interv iew 

was vcry much dilli cult. 

Since thi s stud y mainl y dealt with reunified children aged between 13- IS. it m:IY have its own 

drawbacks in g~nerating appropriate and relevant data for the study. ' Ill is study d id not !..:onsidcr other 

proj ect sites where the organizati on performing rellnificati on program. 

1.8 Operatiollal Definitioll of Terms (lml concepts 

Clllldren: for the purpose of this study the term children re fers to every human b~ ing bdwecn 

the ages oft hil1 cen to fifteen years of old. 

Family: for thi s research purpose the ternl famil y is defined as a group of two or more persons 

related by blood, marriage, or adoption. 

Psychosocial Problems- for the purpose of this study the term psychosoc ial problems are any 

types of problems seen by the children and had effects on children psychologica l h~alth and social 

relatioll . 

Rellnification- for this research purpose the tenn reunilicalion is an int ervent ion des igned to 

faci litate the reunion of children separated from their famil ies and to restor~ a 1:11llily environment as 
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a ml!:ms of it pennanent placement for the proper upbringing :md de velopmenl orthe child/children 

(Alternative child care guideline, 2009). 

arc reunited with the ir family or care givers after staying in the orphanage. 

CJlI!d sexllal abllse: for the purpose or Ibis study the krm sexual abuse child is defined as it 

ehi ld 's exposure to forceful, violent, or coerc ive experiences thaI afC aimed at obta ining sex or that 

accompanied sex or as any sex w ith a minor (15 years of age or yo unger) thaI she or he perce ives as 

abusive. lll1wanted, or coercive (Browne & Finkelhor, 1986). 

11 

P/~VS1CQI emotional abuse: for the pUfl'ose of Ih is study the IeI'm phys ical emot ional abuses arc 

both w rbal and physica l abuse that is perce ived as cm el or cxtreme, that leaves bmises or marks, or 

Ihat uses any phys ica l object (e.g., be lts, cords) in <I painfu l manner (Bcmskin el al., 1994). 

Sexllallv abl/ sed children: is the involvcment of II child in s().'(uu l aOlivity that she or h~ doc" 

11 0 t fu lly comprehend, is unable to give infonned consent to, or for wh ich the ch ild is 11 01 

developmentall y prepared, or e lse that violet the laws or soc ial taboos of soc iety (WHO, 2006). 

Psychosoc;allives: for this research purpose psychosocial li ves refers as ongoing process of 

meeling emotiona l, soc ial, mental and spiritual needs all of wh ich are considered essential e lements 

for th e meaningful and pos iti ve development of a child (Mo \VA, 2009). 

1.9 Orgauization of the Study 

111is study was organized into s ix chapters. 11lc firsl chapter begins with an introd ud ion, 

which includes the bac kground, obj ecti ves or the study, statement or the prob lem and signifieance, 

Scope or the study and limitation of the study. TIle second chapter was review of relevant iitcmture. 
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'1l1C third chapter explores the met hodological details. slich ns data co llection methods and 

instrumen ts. sample size determination and sampl ing proccdurt', :lnd data proct!ss ing and analysis . 

Chapter four Slaled about the lindings of the study. In chapter li ve I prl.!scntcd the di scuss ion 1':\11 and 

d wpter six conclus ions, suggestion and based on the findi ngs its implication for soc ial work. 
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C lmptcl" Two: J.,itl'roltU .. C Review 

In this chapter, literature on the origin and concepts ofrctlniJicatioll psychosocial and sexual 

abuse situations of children is examined, and theoretical pcrspec ti vl!s on the psychosoc ial 

Ck\"C]OplllClll or children arc given. 111is wi ll followed by n discuss ion or studies on the psychologic:11 

prob lems :Hld its manifestation , the social needs and support avaiktblc to children. Finally. the 

conceptua l frame work is discussed. 

2. J The Origin (1m/ Con cept of Reunification 

111C bedrock assumption underlying the child wclL1re policy is thaI children arc beller offir 

ra ised by their natural parents. TIlis preference for the role or natural paren ts are cod ilied in laws and 

pro\·idcs the rationale for retaining reunification as a core outcome for children placed in foster care 

(Fred.200..J). Historicall y, OIvhans, homcless and street chi ldren arc ca red for by religious 

organ izat ions (e .g. churches, temples and mosques) around tbe world as part of their charity mandate. 

The 2011! century then shows that these group prob lems ,Ire politicizcd and, responsibilities are shifted 

away [rom relig ious groups and more towards government. So that spec ialized line ministries for 

'Soci:11Aibirs ' or ' Women and Children ' emerged arollnd the world and. in light of the increasingly 

ll1."gat iw image of these children, purpose~built institutions such as OIvhan:1gcs or ' homes' arc 

speedily constnlcted to treat these children in isoJ:1lion (1110 Jl13S. 2005). 

Reuni fying a child with his or her bilth parents is nol a one~timc event. Rather. it is a process 

invo lving the re integration of the child into a famil y environment that ma y have changed s ignificantly 

from the environment the child left . During the time apal1. both the parenl and the child may 

(: Ilco llntered new experi ences. de ve loped new relationships, and create n(:w expectat ions abo lit the 
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nnlLn'(: of their relati onship. All these factors mllst be considered and accounted [or when fac ilitating 

both physica l and psychological reun ificati on (Fred, 2004). 

r., lost psychologica l prob lems are often not visible. they takc dilfercnl fo nns, and they may not arise 

ull ti l months :llh:r the trnumali c event. The abuse leaves children ill ;1 stale oftrauma. lv1 any children 

may become withdrawn and passive or deve lop sadness, anger. fC:lf. and ant isocial bd l:l\'ior 's and 

become viokn t or depressed (World Bank., 2004). 

14 

r\~cordillg to Funnan "no other event is comparable in psychological s igniiic<lncc because the abuse 

deprives childre n 0 1' 50 much opportunity to love and be loved and confronts w ith a fOnllidable 

adapt m:: task . Children may experience additi onal trauma from bck ofnurturance, guid:lllCC, and a 

sense of attach lll ~ nt , which may impede their socialization process (through damaged se lf- confidence. 

soc ial competenc ies, mot ivation, and so forth). Childrcn often fi nd it difiicult to express th eir Icar. 

grievance .. :llld :mger effecti vely. In addition. when willing to express their feelings, thl.!Y may lind it 

diOicult 10 find a sensitivc time (UNAIDS. 200 1). M:lIl Y children continue to experience emotional 

problems nnd little is be ing done in thi s area of emotiona l support . -nlere are scvcral reasons. First. 

there IS a lack of adequate infonnntion on the nature and magnitude of the problem: secondl y. there is 

a cullural bdicfthat children do not have emoti onal prob lems and therefo re there is a lack of attent ion 

from adu lt s. Thi rd ly. s ince psychological problems are not al ways obvious. mallY adults in charge of 

children are not able to identify them. However, even where the problem may have been identified, 

there is a lack of knowledge of how to hand le it appropriately. In many c:tses childn::n an: pun is bed 

ror showing thei r negative emotions, thereby adding to their pain. In schools .. there is an ob\·ious lack 
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or appropri[lte trnining of tenchers in identifying psychological and soc ial problems and tber!;,:forc 

alTering individu<ll or group attention (Sengcndo and Nambi, 1997). 

Children therdore are at ri sk of growing up with unresolved negative emotions whid l arc often 

expressed with anger and depress ion. Adults may also experiencc negati ve cmotions in times of 

bereaYo.:ment, but, unlike children, adults have the inteli ectuaJ abi lity. life experi ence and emotional 

sllppOJ1 that enable them to control their anger and depress ion (Scngcndo and Nambi. 1997). 

2.3 Child SexuulAbuse 

15 

'Illere .:Ire many forms of chi ld sexual abused. It can involve seduction by beloved rdative or it 

c:m be a vio le nt act committed by a stranger. Sexual abuse can be hard to define because of the many 

dilTcrent lo rms it can take on, the different leve l of frequency. the variation of circumstances it can 

occur withi n, and the different rel.:ttionships that it may be assoc inted with ( I-Iall & 1-1:111. 2011). 

Im!spccti\'e of how sexua l abuse is de fined it is generall y has sign ificant negati ve and 

p~r\'asi\'c psychologica l impact on its victims, -nlC impact or child sexual abuse varies from p~rsun to 

person and from case to case. Women who experiences familinl nbusc reported higher ('un'c nt le\'els 

of dcpress ion and anxiety when thinking about the abuse (Hnll & Hnll. 2011). 

\Vh ile the nature nnd severity of the sexual act may crluse more serious impact, illany other 

t:lctors may in i1uencc the degree of damage the victim experiences. Other fnctors may include the 

perspective of the individual. the individunl 's internal resources, and the individunl 's leYeI of support . 

Child sexlItll nbuse has been corre lnted with higher leve l of depress ion, guilt. shame. sel f-blame. 

eating disorders. somatic Concel11S, anxiety, dissociative patterns. repression. den ial. sexu:II problems. 

and relationship problems. Depress ion has been the most COlll lllon long-term symptom among 
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survivors. Surv ivors may have difliculty in extemaliz illg the abuse. thus thinking negati vely aboul 

th ~lllse l vcs (Hartman, eta/.. , 1987) 

10:; 

The Illanner ill which child sexual abuse is mnnifested makes n!scarch ill this :tr!!U quit~ 

cha lknging. A causa l rdationship or direct association between child sexual ~lbliSC and tht: myriad of 

poss ihle negative symptoms frequentl y c ited in the litcrnture must be infe rred. given the corrdational 

!laWn:: and JlIcthodoiogicallimitalions of research in this area (Poiusny and Folle tte. 1995). 

f\.nothcr related methodological limitation III the child sC:\lJa] abuse research is the presence of 

, 'arious confoundi ng variables that limit conclusions that can be drawn abollt the link between 

psydlUiogie31 ma ladjustment and child sexua l abuse. TIle associat ion between ch ild sexual abuse and 

maladJ ustme nt is not as clear when potential confounding variables such as phys ical .. buse. emotional 

neglect. psychological abuse, povelt y, marita l dysfuncti on and vi olence, and genera l famil y 

dysfun ction haY<.: been stati sti call y controlled. In regards to the initial sequelae associated with child 

sexual abuse. empirical stud ies and numerous literature re\'iews have suggested that child sexual 

nbusc IS associated with a w ide range ofpsyehological problems. including fear. anxiety. depress ion. 

anger ;md hos til ity. aggress ion, sexually inappropriate behavior. sdf-destructi ve behavior. poor sell"­

esteem. ~ llic i da l ideat ion. behavior problems, posttraull1<1tic stress disorder. somatization, 

delinquency. :md feelings of isolati on <lnd stigma. No one symptom. however, characte rizes a 

majonty of children who have been sexual ly abused and/or is found universall y in Yictims (Gnbrie l 

nnd David). 

Nonethel ess, reviews examining the initial correlates of childhood sexual abuse ha ve 

cont inllously demonstrat ed that children who have been abused sexuall y had morc of th l.! 

:Ilorcmcntioned presenting symptoms than children without a sexually abusive hi story. 
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2.3.1 Problems re/(I(ed to Sl!x,,,,l aluuc 

Sexual ahused survivor's children often experience guilt. shame and sciI'· blame. When the 

abuse is dont:! by an esteemed t!llsted adult it may be hard for the children to vicw the pe'lJet rator in a 

negative light. th us leavi ng them incapable of seeing what happened as not their fault . So they often 

blame themselves and interna lize negative messages about themse lves. They tend to display more 

sel r.dt.!strllctive behaviors and experience more suicidal ideation than those who have been abused 

(browne &Finkelhor, 1986). 

Body issues and eating disorders have been cited as a long-ternl elT..:cts of child sexual 3buse. 

Ratican (1992) describes the symptom of child sexual abuse survi vors' body image problems to be 

related to fee ling dil1y or ugly, dissatisl:1ction with body or appearance, and obes ity. 'Illese may occur 

somatic concerns. A study found that women survivors reported significantl y more medica l concerns 

than did pcopk who have not experienced se:\"1Jal abuse. 

Childhood sexual abuse can be frightening and cause strcss long after the experlencc or 

experiences have ceased. J\!lany times survivors experience chronic anxiety. tension. anxiety attacks. 

;lIld phobias (Ratican, 1992). 

Some survivors may have di ssociated to protect themsclves from experiencing the sexu31 

:lbusc. l llcse Illay include feelings of confusion. feelings of disorient at ions, nigiltmarl!s. Ib shbacks, 

and difficulty experiencing fee lings (King, 2009) 

Survivors may experience difficulty in establishing interpersonal relationships. The symptoms 

correlated with childhood sexual abuse may hinder the dcvelopment and growth of relationships. 

Common relationship diJTiculties that suryivors may experience are difficulties with trust. fear of 
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int llll:lCy, fear of be ing different or weird. diniculty establishing interpersonal boundaries, pass iv\! 

behaviors, and gdting invo lved in abusive relationships (Ratican. 1992) 

As thl.! sl.! veJ'ity o r ab use increased. the SCOI'CS mca~U!' ing the II b il;ly to aJjusl to intima te 

rd:lti onships decreased. Sexual abuse often is init iak d by someone the child loves and Inlsts. wh ich 

brc:lks trust and may result in the child believing that peop le they loves will h1ll1 them (Pearson. 

1994). 

18 

SUlTiyors also experience sexual difficulties . 111c long-term clTecls of Ule abuse that the 

survi ,'or experi ences such as, depress ion and dissoc iat ive patterns . <l ncct the survivors sc.\"uaJ 

rU llclionlllg. Accordin g to Maltz (2002), the top ten sexual symptoms tlwt onen I\:sult frolll 

experiences of se\.l.JaI abuse are : avo iding, fearing. or lackin g interest in sex, approaching sex as an 

oblig:lti on, experiencing negative feeling stich as anger. disgust, or guilt with touch. ha ving diffi culty 

becoming aroused or fee lings sensation, feel ing emoti onally distant or not present during sex. 

2.3.2 r 'icrim Js relationship to perpetrator 

If Ihe pC Il)etrator is a relati ve or acquaintance. vict ims of child sexual 'lbuse are k ss likely to 

repol1 the of Tense. or they are likely to disclose the abust! after a delay (Arata. 1998). In Ar'lta ·s sllldy. 

73% of thl! victims did not disclose the abuse when the perpetrator was a relati ve or steppn rent . :md 

70% d id not d isclose when the perpetrator was an acquaintmce. Goodman-Brown, Edelste in. and 

Goodman found that those children. who fe lt responsible for the abuse. often because the abuse 

occ llm.:d w ithin the famil y, took longer to report the abuse. Wyatt :md Newcomb found that the 

Women who did not disclose their abuse to anyone were like ly to have been close ly related to the 

peq)Clrator and abused in close prox imity to their home. 
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intimacy. fear of being different or weird. difticulty establishing interpersonal boundaries, pass ive 

behaviors. and getting in vo lved in abus ive relationships (Ra tican. 1992) 

As Ihl! scvcrity 0 1' abuse incn.!!lsed. the SCOI'CS m ClIslIt' illg th e ability \0 adjust to intimal": 

n; lationsili ps decreased. Sexual abuse often is initiated by someone Ihe child love,,; and tru sts. which 

breaks trust and may res ult in the child beli eving lhat peop le they loves wi ll hurt Ihem (Pearson. 

1994). 
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Suryi\ 'ors a lso experience sexual diOi cultics. -lllC long-IeI'm clrcels o r lhe abuse Ihal the 

su!"vi\'or experiences such as, depress ion and dissocintivc patterns. un ecl the surv ivors sexual 

hllletiolling. According to Mal tz (2002), the top ten sexua l symptoms that on en result from 

experiences of sc:-.:ua l abuse arc: avoiding, fearing. or lacking interest in Sl!X, approachi ng sex as an 

obligallon. experie nc ing negative fee ling such as anger. di sgust, or guilt with touch. haying difficulty 

becoming aroused or feelings sensat ion, feel ing emotionally distant or not present durin g s\!x. 

2.3.2 , 'jeri", 's rellltiolls" ip to perpetrator 

If the pe ll,etrntor is a rciati ve or acqua intance. victims of child sexual abuse arc less likel y to 

rcpol1tht: oOenst:. or they are like ly to diselose the abuse after a delay (Ar:l t:!. 1998). In Ar:lta' s study. 

73° II of the victims did not disclose tht: abuse when the perpetrator was :l relat ive or stepparent. and 

70% did not disclose when the perpetrator was an acquaintance . Goodman·!3rowll. Edel ste in . and 

Goodman found that those ch ildren, who fe lt responsible fo r the abuse. oilen because the abuse 

OCClIIT\!d withi n the fam il y, took longer to report the abuse. Wyatt :lI1d \ lcwcomb found that the 

women who did not disclose their abuse to anyone were likel y to have been close ly related to the 

perpetrator and :lbused in close proximity to their home. 
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2.3.3 Sel'(!r;~JI o/sexual abuse 

Resc'lrch results vary in regard to disclosure of abuse in relation to the severity ofthnl nhusc. 

Arat:l ( 1998) found that child victims who experienced more severe levels of sexual abuse were Il!ss 

likely 10 disclose thi s type of abuse. TIli s is consistent with the findin gs of Gries, Ga lt. and Cavanaugh 

( 1996), wbo repol1ed Ihn! fondling was reported by 80~o of their subjects who disclosed 

1.4 'J'he Jl.\:I'c/to/tJyicfl l lflell.beillg 0/ chilllre" 

Richier. Foster and Shen" (2006) deli ne "psychosoc ial we ll-being" as "'the positive age- and 

stage-appropriate outcome of ch ildren 's physical, soc iaL and psychological development"'. 

Th is refers to a ch ild 's intrapersona l (internal) emotional and mental state (psycho-) and 

hi s· her mtcrpersonal network of human relationships and soc ia l connect ions and functioning (soc ial) 

(Gilbom et al. 2006). 

(j ilbo ll1 el ., til (2006) defines a good (or high) psychosocial wcll-be ing as a period in which 

one 's menta l/emotion:"!1 state and socia l re lationships are predominantl y posit ivc, healthy, :lnd 

adapt in~. whi lst n poor psychosoc ial we ll-being (or psychosocial distress ) is when thcse :Ire mostly 

!legat i,·c, unhca lthy, or maladaptive. 

Acti vities that support and promote the psychosoc ial wellbe ing of children and 1:1111 il ies are 

critical because children arc able to bear and recover from significant leve ls of suffering when they 

are surrounded by people who love and care for them (Ri chter. Foster & Shen' 2006). llle sense of 

belonging and hope that is nurtured by these relationships enab les chi ldren to cope better with 

hardships like hunger, gC ll t: ral discomf0l1, and the other pri vations ofpO\'C11Y and loss. "1l1ese eO'0I1s 

arc '·key investments" in "human capital" -children who receive aJTcction. stimulat ion. and SUpp0l1 in 
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cnrly chi ldhood have a good foundation for growth and deve lopment , arl! morc ab le 10 cope wi th 

challenges. are better at overcoming disadvantages. and making pos iti ve contri but ions to the soc iety 

(Ibid). 

lJi lborn ct., til (2006) hypothesized that "psychosoci:tI wel l-being is int1ucncI!d by 

1. indlVldl/al facto rs lind e).:pertences (slIch as age. sex. "",ate persol1all ty c/WI"OCferlSflCS. 

flllll/ly or household strllct llre, persona! exposllre 10 siress and (1'CIIIma, and SOCloeCOI/OIllIC; STaIll S). 

2. COllfex/llal fac lol's (e.g., ('omml/lli~)1 cohesIveness and Slipport , .J'fIgma, {he soclo-poltllcal 

enl'lrollmenl, and availability of cdl/caNonal and employment opportuwlies). and 

5 Access 10 programs and services, including ps)'chosocw/ SIIpport programs" 

Gilhorn et., al (2006) report high levels of psychosoeial di stress. like feeling guil ty for bad 

things that havc occurred/feeling worried or stressed/feel ing irritable or sad/dillicuJty in 

eOIH:cntrating/fecling overwhelmed and hopeless about the fu ture. In addition. despite adve rse 

circumstances and feelings of distress. there are signs of psychosoc ial wcl l·being among teenagers -

peer relationships emerge as an impol1ant source of socia l support and coping. 

2. 4. 1 Pl),chologicllineetis o/Abused Children 

-Ille psychological impact of abused children is a neg lected top ic, due to thc shocking 

financial cris is that confronts them: programs tend to focus on prov iding for mate rial nc..:ds rather 

thrill counse ling and other f0l111S of psychosoc ial support (Foster & Willi:lIllSon 2000). -Illi s section 

focuses on the psychosocial needs ab used children. 

20 
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Research c" idcllcc shows thilt abused children fa ce many psychosoc ial chall enges that invo lve 

the lac k of parental guidance. love. care, and acceptance in th ..: neW I ~ltnili cs they j oin or the 

institut ion (Nasaba. Deli lippi, Marston & Mus!si 2006 ). 1111::)' also r:\C~ social prob lems, which 

include the lack of support ivc peer groups and role models. stigma and other risks in thei r immediate 

e IlVirOlllll cnt. 

Chi ld ren suffer emoti onal stress: higher levels of anxiety, depress ion, and an ger. a long wilh 

the a~sol:ia l ed inacti vity induced by depress ion; (edings of hopelessness and thoughts of suicide due 

to the h:mlships they face afier a parent dies. Hunter and Wi lliamson, cited in Gilhom et., 0/, (200 1) 

fo und that chi ldren who are sexually abused witness and suffered by: m~ntal distress, depression. 

iw.:rc:lsed ma lnutrition, lack of health care and proper schooling, c,lrl y ent ry into paid (or unpaid) 

la bor. homclessness, exposure to further abuse and an increased risk of HI V/ AIDS. 

2.5 Til t! Social .Needs of Abu.,'ed Children 

-lllC ful fillment ofthe children's social needs is very important to the processes of human 

development. i\l uller, Sen and Nsubuga ( 1999) report lhat the increased risk of malnutrition, 

inadequate shelter, lack of clothing and intemlpted schooling are commonl y cited as the 

consequences of the abused child . Other COIlUllon impacts includes: pn.:ssure to drop out of Sd lOOI to 

begin working, food- insecurity, deteriorating hous ing conditions and genera l worsening material 

condit ions, 

Such I;!xploitation and abuse contributes to an increased likd ihood of anti -so!.:ia l behavior and 

criminality, which might even include commercial sex work (Schonteich (999). Locning- Voyse)' 

(2002) argues that. whi lst welfare provision in the fonn of financial grants fo r children anccted sexu~lI 

abuse is a vital way to address the needs of these chi ldren. grants do not necessari ly reach lhem, 



I: A 'I"I'KIBU'I'ES OF REUNI FICATION ON PSYCHOSOC IAL. . . 
12 

it is argued that , due to we lfare provision. abused chil dr~1l arc be ing viewed as an 

! t, to be cared for nominally and as a means of providing finan ciall y stressed households 

0l1n1 income. 

llc/IOMdai S upport A IIIIi/flble It> Ab" Ned CI,ildre" 

)socia l supp0l1 (PSS) defined as "an ongoing process ofm ccti ng the phys ical, 

;ial. menta l, and spiritual needs ora child", a ll of which :In.' essentia l elements for 

,d pos itive hu man deve lopment. It includes "[a nnal and infonmli se rvices that address 

.ve ll·being either directl y and speci fica lly (e.g., through interpersonal moral support, 

,iritua l support , creation of memory books, etc.) or indirectly (e .g., school and 

'p0l1 programs that may all eviate stress and worry)" G ilbom et al (2006: 9). 

n et" af (2006), argue that soc ial connectedness. such as hav ing supporlin: relationships 

::aregivcrs and members of one's cultur:d or faith gro ups, and access to communit y 

widely recognized as protective factors that bufie r the eonsequ(!nces o f negati ve 

11 chi ldren . Gilbom et., af (2006) indicate that. although teenage rs report that they feel 

Jorted by the adults in their li ves and their religious communities, many youth do not 

cia! support needed from peers and adults to effect ive ly mit igate the impacts of the 

raumat ic events in their lives . 

rite jK-.yc/tosociai Support A10dd 

unil)' Health ~nternational (FHI) (200 I ) recommends a model of psychosoc ial support in 

de a better understanding of the differen t needs. since meet ing these is essential in tile 

::>1' children. It is envisaged thai the understandi ng of these needs by the communiti es. 

NGO and the government will ass ist in better meeting lhem. and so cyentuall y improve 
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)s),chosoc ial well-being. 'Illis model supports ;\'I:15low"$ th~ory or nceds. s ince it 

Ie import~l1cC of balance in acquiring the bas ic ski lls ncc{h.:d lo r survival. 111is modd 

se skill s fo n11 a wheel comprising Jive clements. but ::lSSCI1 s that none or lh\.' fi ve 

lid be adequate if provided for without input from the others. 
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center of the model is the awareness of cultural practices. bel iefs. and riluals. which 

bout the manner in which all orthe other needs :m: met, s ine\.! cu llun.: se rves as a storage 

, v:lltles, connectedness. be longing and traditional practi ce. The first dement of the 

nlS the phys ic:!.1 needs of a child , which incorporales financia l needs stich as food. 

ng, schoolunifonns, school fees, and b;~ i r.: he:l lth care. 1",losl orlhese economic needs of 

ombined with edu cationa l needs. 111e s imp le provis ion of linancial ass islanl.:e is not the 

(d.-en have, from a psychosocial perspective, but tbeir needs fo r financial SlLpp0l1111lLst 

,n.go ing and reliable J:, shion . 

:coml element is the emotional needs of children. 'n lis includes the nced ror lo ,·c. 

uragement. motivntion, care, sclf·csteem, conlidcllcc. tmst and security, a scnse of 

idance. and unders tanding. Children need 10 be heard. ;md need 10 Icam to express thei r 

:lpprOprialc manner. At times, children'S cmotionalnecds may include ass isting thl'lll 10 

;!cia lly difficult circulllstances. like bereavement and loss. 

cation (schooling), 

tlcation (oPP0l111nities for acquiring obse rvational knowledge and adaptati on ski lls. 

mpp0l1 the child in their ability to exercise an nppropri ate amOllnt of contro l oYer their 

Jld acccss pos itive reinforcement), and 
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.ill s (li fe skills, general knowledge, etc) combined with the mot ivntion to succeed. 

Jurth element is the children's socia l needs. It is essential that these needs be Illet for 

alion into a community without feelings of stigmatization. and in developing a sense of 

Jese needs being met fosters the ability 10 fonn fri endships and cOllllllunity ties. which 

:"-acceptancc and a healthy sense of personal identity. and elicits acknowledgement from 

rc opportuniti es for social interaction. from which orphans learn socia ll y acceptable 

ough feedback from others). 

1St element is the children's sp iritual needs. Children need a belief that enables them to 

for, and a bel iefin their future, they need to deve lop a sense or tnlst in the security of 

. TIli s enables them to keep trying when r~c ing obst~c1cs, and fadlitat es a sense of 

s to dece~sed p~re nts and ancestors. 

'.Jlu.:ep'u(/l Frllmework 

Jcllbc ing of children can be affected by din'ercnt factors. EITeet:; of scx Ui,1 abused as a 

)r psychological and social problems vulnerable childnm for sexual abused arc 

iemonstral ed poore r psychosocial adjustment that comparison children in the same 

\,loreover, social and cultural environment has great impact on a psychological wel lbeing 

~thi opia . TIle social bond within family members and even among the general population 

:!tting is ti ght. However. children who arc faccd sexu~1 abuse, joined safe home reunified 

lilies and care givers may face prob lems that will affect the psychosocial health of;, 

he study was guided by the conceptua l framework that brings toge ther these factors 

: hosocia l wellbeing of se:o..-ually abused chi ldren. 
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I-lead : ATrRI BUTES OF REUNIFICAT ION ON PSYCHOSOCIAL. 

C hapter Thl"Ct' : ResclI rch Method 

lis section brielly describes about the methodology parts of'the study. II begins wil h the 

1 and goes through study area (site), p:u1 icipants of the study, sampl ing technique. sample 

ods o f data collection. data ana lys is and eth ica l cOllsideration. 

Sfllf~1I D esigll 
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:;! objective oflh is study was to explore the attributes of reun ifi cation and to investigate the 

h:l( atTcct psychological and socia l lives of rei urn home children by gathering primary and 

data rrom the se lected sub-cities of Addis Ab'lba. TIle reason why I used qualitative 

elha d was because according to CrcsweJl (2009). qualitat ive research begins with inquiring 

:aning ind ividuals or groups ascribe to a social or hUlllan problem through which people 

~ ,,"orld, the di tTerent ways in which rea lity is constructcd (through languagc, images and 

facts) in p<u1i cular contexts, It uses a mngc of methods to co llect comprehensive d:lla s tich 

interv iew. obse rvations, documents review and audiov isual materials. He stat\!d that 

'esearch helps to get detai led infonl1atioll to explore and understand the main 

Is and prob lems of the chi ldren. 

selected study design is a case study. Case study analys is focuses on a small number of 

e expected to provide insight into a causal relationship across a larger population of cases 

007). A case study can invo lve a single case or a number (poss ib ly quite large) of cases. 

as options of descri ptive. exploratory or explanatory An explanatory case study 

rovide all account of what caused a partjcular phenomenon observed in the study. It also 

re cases over time through detailed in-depth data collection in\"olving mult iple source of 

Croswe ll , 2009). Since the study has foclIsed only in Add is Ababa th~ case ofOPRIFIS 
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ion and intl!gration development proj ecl. the investigator is interested in exp loring and 

the impact of the program in their psychologica l ;tnd social life. llle rationnle for choosing 

ty is with the intention of intensely explore the elfec ts or reuni fica tion program by us ing 

lds of in -depth study mechan isms. 

Stll {~11 Site (.4rea) 

RIFS is a lega lly registered Eth iopian res ident ' s charity Ih:U work. ... on prl!\'cntion :md 

;) f I~ male children from diffe rent social and economic of problems and I!nablc thelll to 

e if regular life that they deserve. The organization was establi shl.!d and rl!gistcrcd Linder 

. Justice in 2000. Some of lhe obj ecti ves ofOPRIFS includes: faci litate variolls support and 

~s fo r victim and vulnerabl e fema le street children to be self-sustai ned. prl!vent causes that 

:lren fo r street life by means of providing counsel ing and leadership services through 

education. equip the chi ldren wi th skills and knowledge that help them to sliccess full y 

·..,ith their f:1lllilies afte r reunilicati on. Facilitating altern ative basic edul;:lti on 

s lu r children who do not ha ve access for education and prevent school girls drop out by 

'hoo l materials support . faci litate vocati onal skill tra inings for lema Ie children to engage 

lid economically valuable income generating activities. ass isting target children to prevent 

i'om HIV/AIDS hazards and various sexual :l.Ild physical harassmcnts thro ugh provid ing 

.ising education and mobil ization works, developing th e cconomic capac it y o f low 

lers by prov iding trainings a ll skills ofprevcnting children from be ing exposed to street 

and community le\'e i and faci litate favorable environment for child protect ion and care 

he capac it y of eonullunity based institutions (A.nlluai report. 20 13). 
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e study was confined in selected sites of the project in Add is Abab:l because of large 

reun ifi ed ch ildren as compared to other regions. 'l1lC sub cit il.!s were sckCled based 0 11 

pulated, highly risky areas in relation to scxll:l1 and other IOlms of child nbllses :md as 
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:0 other sub cities they cover larger aren . 111csc sub citi es arc Yeb, Nifits Si lk Lillo . J...: orre 

d Abki Ka liti . 

Parlicip(llllS oftlte SlIU{y 

electing participants or the study. types of abuses. time stay in th \! saIl' home. kngth o f 

~ un i ftcalion and having access of comm unication were critical factors. '1l1C targt.:l 

was selected from these seventy two (72) reuni fi ed children who we re n.:unifi l:d with thei r 

I C~l rl.'! givers. TIle children arc from thirteen to fineell years or o ld and they stay wi th theIr 

I C:lrc givers for more than I year. These 72 child r~n were the lOla I number of children 

Add is Ab:lba . OPRIFIS personnel who arc working as:1 coordinator or th is program arca 

el who arc assigned as head of the safe home were sc lected. In addition fo ur famil y 

care givers who had interest and wi lling to provide th e necess:lry info rmation we re :1150 

lImpling Technique 

or children and their family living address is obtained from O PRIFIS 's igna l" area safe 

Rcunilied children stayed with their family and care give r fo r more th an one year wc re 

ec ted. 111C choice of one year was to minimize thc risks of legal issues. Aillhe children 

decision from th e court and those who did abused on lh l.!se children are under custody. 

lIsed on th ose reunifi ed children who are benefited fromlilc organi zation rehabilitation 

n development programs of Addis Ababa project. Ro.!garding accessing the part icipan ts. 
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,'as ap proached and co llaborated for case of gathering of inforrn:lti on. Rcspondcll t~ were 

!lei schedul es we re set together accordingl y. 

Sample Size 

ord ing to John (2007), ' 'the number of particip:lIlt for interview in qua litative research in 

s minimum I and maximum 99 indi viduals". For the in .depth ink rvicw part 9 n::t ulllcd 

'en were selected through purposive sD.mpling and studi ed ill the ir chosen ptacl.!s (home 

cd local ion), olliec fo r OPRIFIS personnel and famil y mcmbl.TS inlhcir home. Genera lly. 

sampled individual s were studied. 

I/ethod l~r /Jaw Collection 

~ re llt methods were selected to gather re levant cl:1l :1 from variolls sources. D .. I:I eo llccti oll 

I research is typica lly extensive, drawing or mu ltiple sources of info rmat ion such as 

lbscrvation. documents and audiovisual materia ls (Y in. 2003). ' Ille stud y uscd 

from semi stmctured inten 'iews, document and observation. An interview guide and semi 

Icstiollna ire were organized in consultati on with my ad\·isor nnd according to the study 

hid guided the study. 

the target population were chi ldren the choice of interview was useful espec iall y in 

:re the respondents needed clarity ofsomc qucsti ons. Sensi ti ve and pcrsonal informat ion 

·d from respondents ' answers through honest and personal interac tion ill\·olves careful 

j usc of a variety or empirical data such as data gathered from the c:Ises and personal 

.1' children in the group. In addition. in-depth inlen ·iew. foc us group di scussion, 

r the physic:tI condition or lhe children and document review were cmployed in the 

,truments selected for the study were in dcpth intervicw guide questions (allnex B). 
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lSC lIssion guide question for project coordinating stall" (:lIlIlCX C) and check li st fo r 

review (annex D ). 

J III·deptll /IIleTJ!iew 
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sl cOlllmonly. interviews are conducted on a 1:1Cc- to-l:lce basis and the)' can lake a varil.!ty 

lle), can range from informal, unstnicluJ'cd. ll<lturalisti c, in-dept h discuss ions through to 

Ired fonn nts with answers offered from:t pres'~rjbcd li st in a questi onnaire or standardi zed 

: hcdule. TIle advantages of interviews arc that they enab le the interviewer 10 fo llow lip :lIld 

nses, moti ves <lnd fcclmgs and their potential added valuc is that th e recording o f' 

oll1lllunicatiol1s, facial expressions and gestures. 

n:l!. scmi-stnlctured nnd in-depth inter\'icw helps the rescan:hcr to explore and dcql ly 

lOW Ihe interviewers views the issues r:lised and her! the ir und erstanding about the clreel 

ion on the lives of rctum home childrcn program. In additi on. it helps to enable thc 

l ic ipants to talk and express their feelings and opinion frce ly. Interv iew gu ide questions 

, get the appropri:lte and the needed information for thc stud y. "111e question becomes 

~neral so that the pattieipants can construct the meaning orlhe s ituat ion (Creswel l. 2007). 

Ob.\·ervafioll 

:ler to record the pos it ive and negati ve impacts of reunifi cation program. the researcher 

partic ipant children physical cond ition. their homes, their interact ion with [1mil), 

ing cond ition and the ir emotional inte ll igence durin g th e int erv i!.!\\' time. 
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1.3 Ju/oTl1wi DisclU'sion 

:Onlwi d iscussion helps the researcher to know about the status of the participants' CUTTen! 

nd nol to dismpt the part icipants (Catherine. 2007). Inronual discliss ion is sclcdl.!d to gel 

·rmation abollt the status orlhe children, their cases and reasons why thl!Y joined the 

) 11 . the type of personal behavior they showed during the sIn), in the organi zation. :md a 

! of responses from the famil y members about what type of personal beha vior the chi ld 

cr rellnification (see annex C). 

other source of d<tta for the study depended on reviewing dillcrcnl documents o ftb l! 
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d documents of reun ification of the organization. '1l1cse wcre organi z:lti oll:li prolll e, and 

'l1s. nayers, reunification procedures documents orlhc organization , :ll1d pictures drawn by 

I during their stay in the safe home, hand crans nude and written leit ers :lncr their 

11 as wd l as cases of some chi ldren. I used a check li st to pick up Ih l..! needed spl..!c ilic 

frol11 the documents (see annex E). 

JflW A lla{"'sis Procedure 

dat ':l generated from the in-depth interview, infonnal discuss ion, observation ':Ind dilTen.:n l 

"ere namltcd and themati call y analYled based on the conceptua l framework 01' th l..! study. 

Il ion, the find ings of the in-depth interv iew and informal discussion were compared with 

!cted from observation . l1lUs, the elements of triangu bt ion are focused on th e in - depth 

form al discllss ion and observation. 11le co llective combin;ltion of all these mcthods was 

e s ignifi cant to find oul and clearly understand the major effects of reun ificat ion in th(.> 

:UIll homes chi ldren lived problems and consequences. 
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8 EthiCtlI Considerations 

efore commencing the study. all p:u1icipants of the study wcre ci C,lrly informed :tbOlil th l' 

If the study since the fundamental ethical principle ar social work resc;lrch is ne ver forcing 

l t O partic ipat ing in the study and part icipation must be voluntarily. So, the research work 
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:d out on ly with the Consent of the participants and the time the intervi ew C.:ln possibl y took 

o the pm1icipanls. Confidenti ality issue was al so addressed including how the data would be 

11 :\ secured way and 10 whom it wi ll be re veal ed ancr all (sce anllex A). 
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Cllllpte .' Foul': Findings of till' Slud)' 

l is chapter presents the findil]gs of tile data that was gathered du ring th e field work was 

"I11cmcs and patterns were directly interpreted to prcs~ l1 t in-depth picture ofthc cases lIsing 

. Backgrollud 0/ RelpomielJtr 

e part ic ipants of this study an: children who arc ass isted and support ed by OPR IFIS Ihl!ll 

lei!" home and famil y . 

. J Age (l1U1 Education Lellel 

ild ren part ic ipated in the study by their demographi c information. 

li cs Categories No. of children Percentage 

13 years of old 2 22.2110 

14 year.; of old 4 44.411 0 

15 years of old 3 33.J°i. 

eve! 

Grade 2 2 22.2° 0 

Grade 3 I 11.1 o~ 

Grade 4 I I Ll 0 1/ 
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Grade 5 3 33.3% 

Grade G 2 22.2°0 

il drcn who have been participated in th is research arc asked about their age and it was in 

)f between thit1ec n and fiflcen years of o ld . Two of the respondents 22.20 u. arc Ihirt cl;! l1 

d. [ollr of the respondents 44.4% arc fourteen years of o ld and th ree of the responde nt 

'C fifteen years of old and this comprises 33.3°0 arlhc total sample . 

.:ord ing to the 2007 population and hOllsing cen SliS of Ethiopia , a chil cl" s joins school at 5 

J. Consideri ng th is age as an ide:ll age. the partic ipant childrcn of III is research were asked 

ei r educati on leve l. In relati on to their education leve l the respondents were bctwc..:n grade 

"0 o f them about 22.2 % were grade 2, one child 11.1 % wcr\.': grad \.': 3. onl! I:hil d 11. 100 

4, three chi ldren 33 .3% were grade 5, and two children 22.2 00 were grade. Depend ing 0 11 

vel the children were expected to be reached from grad e 6 to 8. But th e chi ldren are not 0 11 

d grade level. From the data that obtained only 22.2% of th em were fulfill ed the expected 

by the census and the rest 88.8"'0 were not. 

~1I -dejJf" luteTl'iew tmd Informal Dil'CII~'sion 

Jdren and J:'ul1il y re lationshi p. 

·de No With whom she live No of children in the family Where she lives 

Aunt 2 Sari s Akaki kaliti 

34 
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Father & Mother 4 
, 

Yl.'!ka .. bado 

Mother G Signa l Ar ea Yeb 

Aunt G 18 mazori a Kolll: Kt:ran iyn 

Sisler 3 Ayer tena China camp 

Father & Mother 3 Kar:t kon.: Ni l:\(, silk lana 

Father & Mother 5 Ycka 

Brother 4 Wondiyirad schoo l Yc ka 

Mother & Father 7 18 m:tzoria Kolkc l\. erani yo 

in-depth interview was conducted wilh eleven ret urn home ch i ldr~n who \\\: rl! purposd ) 

;cd a ll the timc they return to their hom!.!. ' lllC inlorm:tl discussion was conductl!d with 

.bers and program coordinating statTs of the organization . Family members were fat her. 

er nnd aunt who are responsible to commun icate w ith the organization and other 

o ffices re lated to the child . TIley were chosen based on thei r interest to parlicipate fo r the 

TIley are four in number. Program coordinating stan's of tile organizati on :If(! women who 

on the reunification program and had direct access and contact with the children , their 

givers and govemment of1ices (like police and woreda administration). "Illey arc 

fo r rl.!uni ting the children w ith their [ 'unii),. worked with return home children. and know 

here the children are living. 
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'0 program facilitators have been interviewed to view the entire activity of tbe program. 

sd cctcd by conside ring the pos ition and responsibility they had in Ihe proj ect in order to 

onnatioll about the whole funct ion of the program and the real impact Orlhe project in th e 

: children. All previous infonnation about the children was obt:lincd from them. 

Ob~"(!l'l'tllio" 
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. researcher obse rved the children 's ilnd I:'unily members intaaction an d the famil ies livllIg 

the hOllse looked like . In addition, doculllents ofthc organizati on including rCll n iJicalioll 

lIso seen. 

Thematic A nfl(vsis 

:Hlgh cod ing and analys is of cleven interviews, three themes were emerged. l1h.!sc themes 

psychologi c~1I prob l~ms and manifestations of chi ldren. the psychologica l well-bei ng of 

ychosoc ia l needs of abused children. the social needs of abused children. psychosoc ial 

i labl e to abused children. Under some categories subcategories wcn:: dcveloped. ' n lC 

nd subcategories were refl ecti ve of the nuanced responses orthe stu dy p:u1 ic ip:UltS to 

gard ing the auributes of reunilication on psychosocial li ves of sexua ll y abused children , 

data that we re generated from the in-depth inl erview or lhe children revealed that sexually 

retulll home children t:,ced the same or other fonns of changes and cha llcngcs aller they 

t:lmily or care givers, In the other aspect of the study, the co llected data a lso showed the 

reu nificati on on sexually abused :U1d return home ch ildren were encou ntered a prob lem 

1ing, l1le lindings from the informal discllss ion. in-depth- intcryiew and obSerYalion arc 

low. 
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. 1. Po.\'itiJ'ey A ttributes of Reunijicflfioll QII S{!,XU{l~V abuse lind I?ellimed !-lome:,. Childreu 

::re were 72 children that reunifi ed with their f:1111i ly or care give rs in Addis Ababa. 9 

ho are sexually abused and retul1l homes were interviewed ;1I1d info nnall y disc ussed. 

to the infonnation gathered from the fam ily members. the rcunific:ttion process brought an 

opportunity to meet with their chi ldren. 

ong these children, one child emphasized thaI there were visible changes in ber life as 

o her life before. But few of them emphasized that there we re no visib le ch:lI1gcs in their 

Jared to their life before. 

) o f the res pondent children were happy whcnlhey heard about return to home. 'nl!! rea~o n 

lPiness was that they will join their fami ly, friends and start their cducation where Ihcy 

!xample e fhow th is can benefit the children is presented bclow. 

Life in the orphanage was boring. I know my everyday life there. '111erc were no new 

thi ngs th ere, I wake up in the moming, I eat my breakfast th en go to the training 

sessioll. If YOll fini shed the train ing sess ion you start working what you tra ined. chat 

and discllss with your friend and children working wilh you, th en eating lunch :lIld 

back to what where you stop again. Tomorrow you start where ),011 stop and life 

continue like this. 111ere is no new thing there. 

her child said that: 

. . ducat" on When I was in the safe homes \,·c Afier reunification I Jm contmulOg Ill y C • . 

are li ving together like a family. We are support each other but :myoll c is not likc your 
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mother, f<tthe r, brothers and sisters. In the safe home there were limits and boundaries. 

Whe n YOli came home these limits and boundaries wer..: not seen or vcry minima l. I 

had many rights in my fam ily than in the safe home. When I was in Iho.: safe home I 

feel longing all my famil y and friends. Eve rything whal f did with m)' brothers. siskrs 

and friends were goi ng on your eyes. 

: famil y member is also explnining the bcnclits of rcunificntion like this: 

Returning home is like a relief sent for the children !iying in safe home where to many 

children lived together. 111is is the gins of God. rnl is helped Ill y child and ollr [:lmily to 

protect both of us from difrerent kjnds or sorrow in our li fe . Now my child is li ving 

w ilh liS. Previously when she was disaPPc:lred from home a ll of liS are Ih inking where 

she wns, what she enls. whal happcned on her? We did nol kllow whcrc )) hc is li vin g. 

During her absent from we are nol sleep well. Now she is with liS. Whl..!n wc li w d 

together. we shared any problem we faced. We supp0l1 each other. Just like W I..! had 

parts in her live she also had parts in our li fc too. 

reu nifi cation also contributes to the children's family. TIle famili es were bClll..!li tl..!d from 

Iti on prognun through their chil dren. One family member said that , before the child back 

t:lmily uses wood and leaves for ' injera ' mak.ing. But whl..! l1 tht:: ir child rcturll t::d back to 

~anization reimbursed seed money. So they lIscd th is seed money 10 buy an electric oven 

nakin g. Now they are not suffocated by a smok.e from the woods and leaves. So lhat, thi s 

:1 opportunity to the children to stay in the house and study at any lime th c)" want. 

Jlher major benefit that was described by family members was creation of access 10 

the organ ization. So they had an opportunity to parti cipate on other projects and 
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"1:11 benefi t, the ir family. Now the children had good opportunity to fo llow their educatioll 

a stab le life as compared 10 their li fe in the safe home. 

! mother is stated the benefit that their family got due to the reunification was: 

)9 

AI that time when our daughter was not with us all family members were :In~ctcd . 

Listening of emergency and acc ident siren Ii-OIn ambulance and poJicl.! cars as wel l as 

infonnation communication system about the notifi cati on signals of 'cdir ' aboul lhe 

death o f someone always affected LIS personall y as well as psychologicall y. In add it ion 

to thi s, watching community members when di scussing any isslie seemed to be t:llking 

about my child. I do not want to hear a question like 'did you get or hl!:tr someth ing 

about your child?' from anyone. So th!! time th at we missed were aflccll!d me and my 

fam il y's relat ionship with Ollr ncighbors and community mcmbers . Now th;mks to my 

allgit: Mid tat:l l am happy. I did nut attach any s ignals wit h my child. 

L 1 P.\"jIch%gic(I[ Contribution of Reuuijicmio" Oil Sexllfl/(I' A IJII sed Children 

he childrcn we re facing myri ads of prob lem such as ab use. ncgk ct. harassment. leads to 

al problems on the children. These psychologic:ll prob lems are seen in Ih!! ir dai ly l il~ , in 

! of education as well as social relationship. Depend ing on the level of the probk ms the 

sh0l1 tenn and long tern) consultation that facil itate th!! !1" relat ionship with their f:"Ull ily 

lity. The consultation given to the children during their stay in the sntc hom!! had littl e 

) fro lll their problems. 

reuni fication programme by itself facilitates good relationship between the vict imized 

their famil y members. 111is relationship was a primaril y condition to broke up the gap of 
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;5 for both of them and helping to start living together that the)' missed for a speci fi c period 

it creates oPP0l1unities ofpsychologicaJ attachment between the children and their fami ly 

r ing Ihem as one . It also encourages the family members to think together and fcding or 

one another. 

Iddition the seed money that was obtained from the organiznlion and gi\'cn to Lhc 

child p la yed a great role to this poor fami ly's as an economic source. So. it fulfill ed the 

ofllle family and tlte need of the child and helps in contin uing their education. School :lgl! 

: going to school and the burdens of the family such as school ft.'c etc. wcre minimized. 

ailleeds of the famil y were also fulfi lled. 'Illi s practice can have a positi ve cflcd if it \\'i ll 

need based) and (Asset Based Community Development) approach which emphasize on 

assets of the famil y. So, reunification programme can function in the best wn)' if the 

s integrnted with the concept of need based and asset based community development 

.2 Social ColltribUlioll of Reunification on Se.xlll,J~v Abw'ed c/,iJdren 

lilication is a mechan ism that abused and neglected child who were out ofh olllc service 

k to fam ily and community members at large. "nle process helps these children to be 

'out the social evils around the community and to lake action to prevent those 

IS, F11I1her, it helps to build strong soc ial bond among the family and commun ity 

dudi ng peer relationship) in the process of mutual support between the chi ldren. family. 

1111llllily and the organization , 111cse create socia lnel"works that contribute for holistic 

of the soc iety, According to Kebede (20 II ). Social networks of a particular community 

It functions such as social, symbo lic or ritual. economic. spiritual or religious. politi cal. 
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or tr~diti onal funct ion. lllcse shows the contributions of reunification 'in building soc ial 

g the poor community were an oPP0l1unity in ord~r to take adv:Ul lagc of th ~ aho v\! 

children arc n1so tra ined and obtained services that used lo r thl.! cr..:alion of soc ial 

At the safe home the training include how to make a hnnd craft, pain ting. music therapy. 

outdoors game. visit ing programs, and participation on difTc!' \!nt cOlllll1illl.!c, provIding 

rvice in other organization. Especiall y the voluntary service traini ng given to them 

I'p0l1unity to discliss with children of other orphanage 011 dilli.!rcnt issues and fee l that 

n was easy as compared with others. 111rough this, it was expected that they :Ire free from 

Ii pa in and eas ily socially assimilated with their f:'l.mil y and community, 

19 their stay in the orphanage the organization were also dcvclop~d mo.:ehanisllls for th~ 

ollow their cases in court, inJOIm them about their cases. exchang~ infonnation with tho.: 

body, serve as a witness as we ll as train the children how to explain their case durin g 

, , . 

~h ildren are infolllla ll y learned during their stay in the sa.le hOIll~ thi s helped them not to 

!ducation that they learned from the fonnal system. It is a calch up program (writing and 

de\"e1opmcnt). Even if there leve l of education was less and poor these typl!s or teaching 

11 opportun ity to continue their educati on and to cope up with their classmate by litt le 

they w ill j oin their family. 

her benefit these children get during their say was obtaining crnO tl"n ining ski ll. It helped 

life\! of income. Some of the childre n were exposed to such prob lems :md sepamted from 

bec~l.lIsc of fill<lncial issues. 
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o f the t.raining (festal arts, traditional dolls. ' tiIr . bed dress (lnd other similar 

I that was give n on market sense and lIsed loca l and cas il y available materials :lnd tho..:sc 

.\ took longer time to leam. It helped the chi ldren and their rami l)' members to generate 

Icome and make them self-sufficient The skill also served as one of the basic means of 

!rating acti vities. As a result of the training children can casi ly continue to generate their 

aft er thei r reunifi cation with their families so as to cover at least schoo l fccs nnd m;I tcrin l 

addi ti on to this. the training helped these children to engage in II refreshing acli\'it )'. to 

illS), and mi nimize the memory of their past trallma experiences. 

;: were significantly fewer return breakdowils when adequate pl'cpar:ltion fo r n:t urn had 

3nd when care givers worked close ly with the parents andlor childn:n to bring ahout 

remained avai lable after reunification, some issues which had the potential to jcopardizl! 

)f the retum s like the socioeconomic situation of the famil y and the age of the chi ldren, if 

reso lved or hidden it wi ll create on the success what the org:U1ization wcre conducted. 

Negathle A f(r;bute~; of Reunification 011 Sexll(l/~v (lbtl~·ed {lml Refilmed Home.'· 

iren 

.1 I\vcllOlogicai Attributes 

'espondents were asked to identi fy the problems that were occurred during the ir stay ancl' 

Th . h I ·c"I problems observed by the retum home children were listed a!' . e maj or psyc 0 ogl ., 

.i nking, fee ling of loneliness , le ared of something like staying alone in the ni ght. 

.hemselvcs as a prostitute, thinking of a leftover c itizen and depressed. 
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of the int erviewee partic ipants mentioned that they were not hnppy when they hc,1fC1 

;ue o r return home. TIle researcher asked why they were not interested to rd um home 

Joncled as fo llows . 

• rding to the partic ipants, the prob lems that led them to join the safe home WCf e ~n.:atcd 

i t)' and care g ivers and community members. One participant present ed tllat : 

Look the harassm ent was done by a persoll who was li ving with me in the same ha lls!.:. 

He is my uncl e. TIle crime was occurred a ll me intentiona ll y ;lIld on prcplanncd 

m ;UUlcr. 'nlCY are member of the family. Even if the person was in j ai l now he will be 

bad to home. What will happen when he comes b;lCk? Who will protect IllC from the 

same type of crime in the future? What will happen whclI J sec that persoll again? Even 

during the court sess ion when I see him I \vas not contro llcd my tcmper. 

)lher cha llenge raised by the family members wl!re lack of commitment among thl! family 

• the childre n because of other li fe obli gations re lated to their fi nancial. soc ia l and cultural 

rd ing to them, the children are developing unacceptab le beha\" ior during the ir stay in Ihe 

kt: not respecting what they taught by their fam ily. 'nlese c1lilll cngcs an: a lso $upport<:d 

.lIow lip children education by their family, When their father or mother was Ollt o f home 

stayed a lone. No one fo llow them and the children arc not stud ied the ir education. 

hc childre n stayed outside. As of their experience most of the time. fami ly members sa id 

olve such problems by talking the issue with their children and giving ad vice but 

vith punishment. TIley also sa id that they arc not used punishment as a main solut ion 

, fear that the ir child ren may think about lell home again . 
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ng the four participants of the infonnal di sclissants. one said th at th e person who did th e 

efendant ) is the uncle of the plaintiff or accuser. TIle child lost hcr fath\.'f and mothl.'f. 

, one is taking responsibility for her. 'nIl! child does not lu vc :m)' place 10 go. The hOlLse 

;!thl!r with her is also the house for the defendant. lllanks for God hI! was in jail now. BUI 

)'" what will happen when he released from . I do not want 10 sc ll the house. Because it 

: profit and the price will not buy another house for tis. 1111.: child shows fcar of livi ng thi s 

~ is a strong nttachmcnt between I and her. She felt sad when I am 11 0 1 in the hOllse. Who 

tomolTow? Everything is on God's hand. 

respondent did not have sim ilar underst:mding and r~eJi n g about tbe atti tLld ~s or their 

Ders, neighbors and community members related 10 reluming hallie children. So it was 

nuke generalization nbout lhe attitude . Because of this the participant's altitude w..::: rc 

three groups. Accordi ng to them the first group of t:lmil y and comm unity m~lIlbcrs an: 

Irance about the ch ildren and not responding to return home children questions. "111is 

) ple includes family members and they were not interested to creat!! contact wi th the 

~y s imply think that the children are not there. '111e second gro up orpeop!c wcre !abeled 

had a co llection of bad behavior. Whatever unacceptable behavior seen ill the community 

these children and dec ide that it was occurred because of them. 111is group uses these 

a teach ing aid and if anyone of tbeir child was not conducting what th eir Clmi ly's 

md :lssignment, thnt child could be considered as one of those chi ldren. The third group 

of ind ividu:lls who had a hidden agenda nod interested to use these children again. 111is 

ied to harass and, punish them. Some of them were asking the chi ld ren fur their interes t 

ling or sometimes by lIsing force. 
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csearcher askl!d the respondent how these psychologica l problems affec t their CLltTen! li fe 

hem \-vcre responded as follows. 

I lost my personal confidence because of the harassment (they calkd it a crime). I a l11 

not going out alone w ithout someone was with me during night time. I de veloped a 

symptom of fear to become alone during night. I prefer to be alone during day time. 

ren expressed like thi s: 

~ I y personal life was deteriorated. I fec i that I am not equal with other chi ldren in the 

community. 1 am not respected like I1'IY peer.). 111is made me that I <lin out casted frolll 

the community. 111is led me thai no one was interested to play wilh and ere;."': 

frie ndship . I also think that evcryom: had thc ri ght to harassed me. So I am bdow or 

lower than those other children. 

I am not .. ble to concentrate on my education. I forget evcrything I learned in class. I 

did not remember what I studi ed. I did not see a better futu re in my education . Due to 

th is I prefer 10 dropout from schoo l. 

2 Social A ttributes 

najor social problems observed by these children o.re listed as stigma and disc rimino.tioll 

l111il)' members nnd neighbors . lack of creation peers relationship. not tnlsting ;lIlyo nc. 

:lenee for conducting something, fear of going out from homc and the like . 

participants who were happy during the reunification but not ancr also explained Ihe 

: face li ke this: 
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'IllC crimes that lead us to join the safe home are not solved eV":J1 after \w rdum to 

home. r am exposed to the symptoms of harassment and mpe again . Thos\.! who an: 

trying to harass me are ollr neighbors and community members. Tlley know the rc;\son 

that fo rced me to go Qut from home and to live in the safe home. For them I :un crc;\ted 

to fu lfill their need and they considered me that the previous problem made me 10 

accept the question of their interest 

respondent from the family members are also did not hide the negat ive cllccts thaI return 

en bring in the family life . But it was difTerent as compan.~d to the children '5 n:spond. 

lal the problems are manifested as lack of fu lfilling the nccds ;lnd interest of the child ren. 

lildrt!11 ar~ stayed in the safe home thcy lived better than what our family living now. Thl! 

ants of the children are not the same as compared to whcn they are with liS previously. So 

mjsunderslandi ng of the family's situation by the children. 'Illt!y demand extra things :md 

ey get what they want and ask their family to fulfill their need. ·lllcrefore. these condi tion 

[uTeI between the children and their famil y. 

[lmily member stated that, the negati ve eOec! of the program is the expectation of the 

l C f~m i l ies net!d financial and material aid from the organization in the name of 

I . TIley evaluate the benefit not froillthe interest of the chi ldren rather ",hat they got from 

lion. So, if a family does not get financial or material support aid may not respond or 110 \ 

nect! ssary information about the follow up and outcomes of the reun ificatIOn process in 

Nith the monitoring and evaluation program of the organization. 

researcher asked how these social problems alTect their current life and majority of them 

fo llows: 
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Community members are pointed their fingers on me. 'Ille), talk eac h other' s \'cry 

slowly and gossiping on me. Even they see me they showed me that lh~y arc not 

see ing me. TIley tried to pass over without noticing me. 

Another two of partici pant said th'lt, due to the harasslll..:nt they became pregn:mt and 

they :Ire not tested for HfV/A1DS. According to these pm1icip:mls th ..:)' are not 

interested to know whether they are infected or not. '1111.: il" rcason was if Ih c~l had the 

virus they do not have any shoulder to c:m"y on the pain. '111e harassment by itself 

dd incate OUf relation with OUf peer. ifthis include it is vcry diJli cult to me. 

Another one chi ld stated that. some children are not intcn.:sled to play with Ill\.! . ·IllCY 

told me that when they play wilh me and scen they wi ll be punishcd by their p<lrenls. 

oblcl1I.\· at /nfiil'i fiulIl Lel'el 

: return home children through reunification process bccamc suspiciolls of their Ji ves 

!cd the ir inner positive potentials. TIle only positive feel ing they deve loped was joining 

Iy members which is one of the good qual ities for the chi ldrcn to understand the real 

It themselves and family members. But these children arc showing that decreas ing level 

:ipat ion in their family as well as socia l li fe . So it has direct or indirect efleets on their 

)blems III Flintily Level 

lm ilies of return home children are also faced different problem. ' IlI CSC prob lems arc 

:5 the life of the ch ildren. For example mothers were the originator ror the daily bread 

. So that she was not stay in the house and not know what was going on in her hOllle and 
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Idren were doing all the day. In her absence another or the same Iypes of abuse. neglect 

lent may occulTed again on the ch ild . 111c other problem was the number of children in 

50 aJTecled the deve lopments of the children in education, health etc. In some fami ly there 

llh\![ or mother or living with their sister and brothers. Some famil y members were al so 

:he chi ldren by stating the problem that created on them. 111CY were insulting the children. 

Jrc g ivers left the house early in the maming and came back in the evening. Due Il) Ihis. 

these children were difficult. 

dil ion to th is the children are also influenced by their brothers and s isters because or their 

Ie of gender inequality was also enhanced in families as the victimized children where all 

'oblems at Community Level 

11 home children are highly afTected in their soc ial relati onship with in the community. 

ese are diO'icu lty in continuation of peer relation, child prolection and ch ildren 

at community level. Most of the time unsuccess ful reunifi cation rcsults negati ve 

~ommllnity members about retum home children. Somc eomnnlllity Ill cillbers also fec i 

ild ren are can'ier of HIV/AIDS. Others were trying to exploit their nel!ds from lhl.!se 

olls idering them a') a prostitute. 

ClllIllellges Encountered by the Respondents 

.1aj or challenge that every interviewees family member stresscd was the soc ioeconomic 

. faced . Famil y members who reside around Ayer Tina China C:llllp. Ycb Abado and 

, b' , e I·,' ,·no I,ard, hip life. TIle 1:'lI11ilies we re large in number and the pl!TSon Je I! )'a area \\c r I co> ' 

1e dail y bread of the fam ily \Va') not having a pemlanent job. E\'Cry l1lommg they Wl.!llt 



49 
ld: A1TRIBUTES OF REUNIFICATION ON PSYCHOSOCIAL.. . 

_me to bring money for their fami ly. Sometimes they came back without any penny 

hys ical fitness and age. They are not capable to do labor intensive jobs . So Ihey arc not in 

) s ituation. 

)th~r challenge that was rn ised by the key iniol'lnant (OI)R IFIS personnel ) is 111 :11 majori ty 

children families arc living in a single room hOllse. Preparing of foods. sltldYlIlg. 

tt1in g and di scuss ion etc. arc done in that s ingle room. So thi s tyP\! of li ving cond ition is 

. fo r Ule children to the level of their education pcrfonnancc. 'ille key informant from the 

slated that during their visit some children were asked them to return back to the 

'5 safe home. TIli s showed that the performance of the reunification program need 

. in de pth stud y. But other children stressed on the 1IllcomfOr1abl c s ituation or the ir homes 

ities. llley raised the issue of futu re guarantee of their life. 'n lCY arc not shown posit ive 

ullhose problems they faced in their da ily life. Rather they complain eve ryth ing. 
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ChllptCl" Five: Discussion. 

chap ter is the discliss ion part of the study. Here procedures :lnd prOCesses of 

. contributi ons and challenges of reunification are disclissed in deta iled . 

. (udy sought to examine the experience of children' s reunification with their f:lmil y or 

rom the perspect ive of the chi ldren, their fami ly, community and personnel who we re 

ees to these families. TIle primary research questions we re: What afC the children :ItlU 

ericncc in relation to reunification after the child were fac ing ahuscs, neglect and 

ishmcllt. How can protective factors be increased after abuse. neglect and phYS ical 

How can fam ily experiences promote continued heal ing and improve the chi ldren 

~ leve l orm)' understanding the effects ofrcuniJicat ion were se ldom stud ied in Ethiopia . 

t has :tn am plt: of studies and liter:tturc conducted outside the country. "111e study tried to 

pos itive and neg:ttivc effects of the reunification program in the process of psychosoci:d 

n rdurn home chil dren. It al so stressed to pick out the main f,:lCt ors I!ncoll llt crcd by 

d rcn in different areas of Addis Ababa c ity in order to provide possible so luti ons. In thi s 

!ulliJicat ion procedures and processes, both challenges and opport unit ies of reunifi cation 

in line of the existing literature and the psychosocia.l we llbeing of Victimized and rctliOl 

1 in ord er to bring holistic deve lopment among these communit y members. 

'u llificatioll Procef/ures find Processes 

'ocedllres and processes of reunification in the organ ization had four sections. "Illesc arc 

nil y trac ing. reunification and post reuni fication follow up. 
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orily of children arc ad mitted to the organization by referral lega l leiter written from 

·cr admiss ion to the organization 's safe home. the children an: provid~d the lo llo\\'i ng 

<c cloth (l-T-shurt, I-shoe, and 2-punls). bed room material s (blanket. bcd S h ~c l , b ... d 

.\' and pillow cover. bed), and personal hygiene materials (soap, hair oil, nail cutler, and 

:Jiale needs). Provision of guidance and counse ling service depending 011 their len!1 of 

" en from three month to one year. Another benefit the children obtained fi'olll the safe 

lis ion of calch-up education & hand crall skills. 

ly tr:'lcing is the ne:-..1 step of the reunifi cation procedure . II is started at th e beginning of 

lei it will conduct through telephone call, messcngers, leiters, posting photos and other 

completing of family tracing reunifkation wi ll follow. During reunifi cation parent s 

nrc g ivers should bring their own ID card and testimonial letter from their rcspc~ti vc 

cia or other local authorities. The social worker ensures the completeness of individual 

Illation including documents of referral letter. personal history. photo of the child during 

loto of the child with her familyl relatives during reunilication. education pCrf0l1l1an Ce 

3cumenl during her stay in safe home. medical treatment history. legal case (i f :my). 

rvice Jiles based on its session, receipt for receiving their own Illolll.!yl soled hand crall 

her source. Seed money Imodest family grant are provide during reunification at safe 

ing phys ical reunification with their famil y. or during post-reunificati on follow-up 

eUllific;lt ion fo llow-up should be conducted through dilli::rl.!nl mechan isms such as 

I f mnlunicat ioll WCl'k l) based post 1, messengers, letter or any ot leI" Illc:tJlS 0 co • . 
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1 fo llow-up 'through telephone and quarter based postvfcllllili cation fo llow-up through 

w ill conduct according to the annual plan. During pos!-rcun ili c:tlioll fo llow-up l h~ 

ld ic:ltors should be considered: li ving in hannony of the child wit h her family. 

l or not cont inuation educati on, personal-hygiene situation, hea lth stat us of th~ child. 

I (if any). progress of small business ( if they gct modest famil y gmnl ). Clirrent economic 

the family (to facilitate modest famil y grant if the famil y is in need), fmllil )' slatus. of the 

sepanll ion, divorce or other), legal case (i f there is) and etc. 

'I,allellges o/Reunification 

ifreull ili cati on had ample benefit s like (helping the children to re inh.:grat e wi th their 

communit ies . protecting them from further abuse and post rcunilicali on roll ow lip Jll 

JlOW the C llm~nt status of those reunified children and helped 10 S\;!I! the real imp:lcis or 

r" ices on the li ves of those children) it nlso contributes 10 problems 0 11 children. ·Ille 

s study is a lso showed that, children nre still stmggling w ith diITcr..:nt chalh:: ngcs 

leir life because of the negative impact of pas I injusticc. 'nlCSC injust ices arc includes 

,hys ica l and psychological abuses, discrimination and the likc. 'l1lis res ult a 

I problcms on the children personality and social problems between thc childrcn wit h 

Icmbers and ·the society (like being help seekers, need iness and dependency on others) . 

.Igh some of these problems are more diffi cult to interpret th:1I1 others. there arc many 

·c' lI med hom l~ children refuses reunificntion or reluctant to accept th e idea of 

For example. the children cannot be willing to reunify because or tile !lomla] fear or the 

the change, the move. These all be expected from the reun ifica ti on. -l1le other common 

' I I 'II ' sed reunification are includes : fee li ngs of gui lt or anger al being l l C I C 11 (ren may f e lll • 
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)y the fami ly, memories of separation of their friends at sa fe home may be too palllfui. 

nued abuse once reunified or punishment for having nlIl away. may not ha ving bOlh 

S3 

leT brothers and sisters. Add itionally the child may h.:l vC a chance to live wilh h~J' famil y 

they hardly know th e conditions of this famil y's life style and f~cI thai it was b~ lIcr in 

ndships, personal freedom. income etc . 

. Iudy c.'l:piored that the challenges ofreuniticatiol1 which hindered return home children 

ng more from the program are difficulty in tracing fami ly members and post rcunilication 

s tht: ch ildren are joined the orgMization by referral letters li'om Ihe police traci ng their 

~crs and care givers were took longer time. In addition to thi s some fmnili es Wen.: llot 

:e their chil dren and others were unable to reunify because, e ither th\!y arc doubk 

1I1110 t remember their fami lies address. TIlis brought a negati ve eOccl in the program 

ystem because the children will stay longer time in the safe home. 'Ill is f .. <:i lilatcs the 

am and develop helping syndrome. Longer stay in the safe home also had e lTecls 0 11 the 

of their educati on. 

times family members arc not willing to respond on for question from the organ ization . 

)ri ng and evaluation work after reunification was not goes according to the organizati on 

.mil y or care takers were 110t interested to develop fmiher con tact belween the 

md the chi ldren. Especially during telephone conversation fami lies were prov ide 

J il and they prohibit the aCcess. Others are not w ill ing to giw interview and responds 

.vent to schoo l or country side, she is at church or mosque, or she was not in the hOllse 

! researcher also faced such problem during se lection ofs:lmpics for the study. 
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of the imp0l1,ant lessons that the govemment and NGOs have put into pmelie..::: was that 

safe ty and wdl·being of vulnerable children depends upon developmen t of chi ld-fo.: uscd 

;rou ps and much or the effect iveness of reunification had been due to the identi fica ti on. 

md protection roles of commun ity committees (John& Lynne. 2002). So n::tUnl home 

l ighly affected in their social re lationship especiall y in peer relation and th is contributes 

thinking by t.he society in relation to return home children. '1l1c study wcre al so showed 

ofrehlOl home children are not supported from the community. Rather they arc 

om them. 111LS was due to the children's family members who arc not interested to ta lk 

;!unificat ion in the community or by using other opportunities and the f,; hildrcn 

so not nel;!ci to be noticed. 

tJlcr cha llenge that was revealed in the study was the challenges from the (; hild rcn 

Ialf of the res pondents were not satisfied by their current lives and they fccllhat 

!embers nre labeled them as a bad behavior chi ld, Due to this there pal1 icipation 0 11 

decreased from time to time. Additionall y because of job and other reason the person 

r~spolls i b il i ty about the child were not always present around th e child. So it was very 

low lip . Tll is point supports the ideas of Feeny (2005) and he stated that. family 

s \'ery much dependent on the organization. the eonte:\i. and the f:lmi ly and or courst:. 

e cons idera ble amount of careful thought and reflect ion it demands: and the idea thaI 

lced better ori entati on to the child 's reality rather than Ollr dep iction of it . 

imes children nre reun ified wi thout resolving the prob lem fi rst brought the child in to 

lfe system. These problems include: fam ilies may expose to soc ioecQllomic risk like 

. I b h I bl Such risk factors arose after r~lIni ficat ion and may ch:l.J1ge on:r elg 1 or OO( pro ems. . ' 
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this. families need to be seen and support close ly and consistentl y for effecti ve ly 

e problem. Thomas (2005) also claimed that, some reunifications have 1I0 t b Cl!11 

d rushed reunifi cations drew heavy criticisms from various human rights groups an 

lost of all from the children themse lves. who were back on the slrl!cts within weeks. by 

~ Ycry ex istence, family reunification programmes presuppose the exis tence of a definite 

entity or unit the 'family ' from which a child had been separated and to which they Illay 

y rl.': unilicatioll was the principle facto r in the soc ial reunifi cation of vulnerable children 

It. simply tracing family members and sending children home wou ld not be sulli ec (John 

0 2). So the study also showed that special efforts would be requi red to racilitak' th~lr 

ncJ udi ng community sensitization and mediation by advocatl!s for the children and the 

of I.: ultural and religious leaders. To all eviate this prob lem, unders tanding or the 

c distress of families and many communities (considered ns a barrier) is csse llt ial. So 

ers or care givers can work together with organization like OPRIF1S and cOllllllunity 

implementing strategies of community members' participation were essential to tacklc 

:ial problems of return home children. 

Iporflluilies of Reu"ification. 

IterYenlions conce rning ch ildren's are necessarily rooted in a number of cultural 

.!ld beliefs regarding who children are, what they should do, who should look after th~lll , 

:y should li ve. Depending on the organization that they approach. reuni fica tion may be 

I' I ' d ' or Ihe,'r consideration and they were more like ly at this ti me than !nl3 lves pl! lorwar I' . 

ther to give it serious thought (l1lOO1aS, 2005). 
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nine as what TIlOmas (2008) stared, this study was uncovered th e major contributions of 

:ion program from different point of view. Both the in-depth intcrvil.!w and the finding of 

I interviewing fami ly members indicated that, the reunificati on programm..: was 

dpi ng the abused. stigmatized and victimized children. 111c benefits and contributions or 

:ion programme was in the process of helping the psychologica l and soc ia l wellbe ing or 

Ible. discriminated, voiceless, and victimized children pmticipatcd in the study. 

)Iher important point found in the study was the consultation of the organizati on 

Jr re lieving psychological problem by itself he lped those chi ldren to think about the ir 

el that they are not the only individua ls who faced a problem. As thes,,; children wcr,,; 

, neg lect, harassment etc. psychological problem may happen because or it :md the 

~d Ule m to think together and open access how to change the ir life by identify ing the ir 

also he lped them to discllss together without fear and bashfulness at diilc rent leve l or 

c, sex. and or educational status. So, reunificat ion C3.11 play a great rol e in building 

ona lity amon o the children and J:'lIni ly members. 
. 0 

fic :ltion waS also contribute some benefit to the blllil)' in the form of provid ing seed 

if the seed Inoney was given to the child the fam ily was benclitcd from it. "Illey spend 

) so lve th e major f:lIni ly problems. SUpPDl1 to decrease the ,,;conollli c problems of the 

Jleir families and also assisted the children to stay with th eir families. So the famil y was , 

r and relieved from specific problem and situation. 

I d d b' sed alld asset based solution or relie f ass istance brought the era lure s lowe nee .. 

I . d··d I It shaped the local community to be hclping those individuals 
.e 3.ITIo n g t l C 111 IVI ua s. • 

. I·k th . assets skills natural potentials and tal ents l'Or probk ms 
Ie I' avmlable resou rces I e elr , , 
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:I by other community development systems. It was a priceless to bring change starting 

)Iem the indiv idual children and their t:,mi lies faced and inject available resources for the 

;hildrcll and their 1:,mi1y as well as use of the asset they IHld , So, the gove rnment and 

tlders call promote (need base) these concepts to develop these citi zens and development 

ld strategies in the country. 

'l1SiIlCSS generating training that was given during their Slay in the safe home helped these 

~et add itional income for their family. So that. the children arc ass imilate scamkss ly 

) their community. These lead as there socia l intact to be as it is like lhl! ir prc"ions time 

to this, lili; skill communication, leadership, child abused. con fl ict reso lution and 

:raini ng helpt:d the children to understand what is expected when they united with and to 

, ily with their fami ly and community members. 1110se leamed opportunities hclped them 

he ir own talent and develop their skills, make them calm and feci them sclf-sunicicn l. 

selves and thinking about the future . 

Jnivcrsal Declaration of Human Rights stated the impOliance offnmily as a powerful 

: lives and id,~ nliti es of individuals all around the world . The Convention on the Rights of 

90) stated family is the ' natural environment ' for the ' full and harmoniolls devdopmcnt" 

personalities . So this reunification helps family members to play vital roles to ass ist their 

}p up with in the family and cOO1l11l1nily environment in the deve lopmental process of 

:l wit hin the c:oll1munity. 

: NGO 's claimed thnt family reunification programs were morall y and ethica ll y 

in the ' best interests' of the child, family-partnered intervcnt ions were also in tUIlC with 

I dOllor demands for sustainability and participation (TIlOlll:lS. 2005). So child 
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activiti es of OPRIFIS seen as a litt le bit more stab le because parents and children were 

!Jort :md. the reunification process by itselrwere worked in pos t active and puqJOsdhl 

cr st!fv iccs. such as school support, legal support etc. were provided. 

58 
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Chaptci' Six: Conclusions :md Recommendations 

:11.1pter is the l~s t chapter of the study and prese.lls Ihe COIICI . I· d , USIOI1 . sugges Ions an 

f the study for social work education and practice. 

~mclw;iom; 

tudy was focused on e:.. .. ploring the effects. challenges, experience and contributions or 

in the process of psychological and social lives of celum home chi ldren. Bill lack of 

:ly in the area especially in our cOllnt ry contc:\.1 led to infonnation gap and hindered the 

v. 

children acc vulnerab le to variolls man made problem, they need support. carc and 

Th is was of course, indispensable for their 110nnal growth and development. '1110.:: study 

e effects of reunificat ion and its efforts made to psychological and soc ial problems of 

;hild ren aft cr they reunited in the family and integrated within the cOllllllunity. The 

and chall enges encountered in reunification progralllille vary within children accord ing 

: of the famil y and the community, 

ugh further work is required to gain a more complete understand ing or post reunifi cation 

n be concluded that participating in reunification programme of chi ldren li ving in a safe 

)ring :1 pos itive retum homes situation and develop psychologiea l deve lopment and 

ives of the children in the family and community. Reunification as a progr.:lIll had also a 

act on soc ial deve lopment by creating a relationship between the children and the 

::l community members, These brought significant change in their le\'cl of education :md 

:l1 ip. 
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te the social investment in reunificati on as a primary goal for child wc lrarc sySklll :lI1d 

forem enti oned contribution. there were critica l challenges encountered in the process of 

s reun ificat ion programme and the outcomes followed the rcullilication process . As sc..:n 

ing and discussion reunification showed those problems because it was not appropriatel y 

al facto rs of the child maltreatment and inaccurate risk assess ment (stich as the dynamics 

:lmil ies and communities which often revolve around th e abused secrecy). So Il ll.! 

.ildren may be vulnerable fo r fe-victimization due to their sexual history, poor educatio n. 

l ilion, le vel of relationship, surrounding environment etc. and these k ads to long IeI'm 

prob lems , 

'!comme"dat;olll' 

.. 1ens ive research should be needed in the area of the outCOIll t.!S of' rctulll hOTlll,:: to 

Is worth in the development effort and to promote the concept of rClinifi(.' atioll as a best 

chi ldren in the case of Ethiopia , Since more than h:1If of the Eth iopi:m popul:it iolls wert.! 

child ren 's nrc also Jiving in the safe homes, the concept of rcuni li cation, its out come, 

ln isms of implementation need thorough study, 

others child welf3.re programme reunification can function in a preeminent wa)' and if 

' as combined w ith other related development strategies and mode ls, this \\'as need based 

eve lopment , asset based community devdopment and women in empo\\,cnnent. To 

bl {' I I ·Id understanding of' their current life condition, organizati on pro ems 0 t lese c 11 ren • 

I b 
., can \,",ork together and also the child must to accept \\'h:11 was y mem crs or care gi\'crs 

. ddt r t ·t 'nd 10 focus on the ir educati on and curre nt and futu re er as It was passe an 0 lorge I .. 



61 
d: ATTRIBUT ES OF REUNIFICATION ON PSYCHOSOCIAL.. . 

though reunifi cnti on contributed for the improvement of the children psychologica l and 

\ o rde r to fulfill the basic life necess ities, it was elc:tf that the ~os l or li ving in th e count ry 

the fi nancinl capac it y of the fetum home children and their famil y. As a n.:sult. most 

:hildren and family members were sutTered from problems of fulfill ing Ih~ir da ily bread 

to further abuse and neglect to cover the fin ancial limitati ons of th eir dail y lifl! . So 

insure to provide and maintain a safe home environment for the ir chil dren. I~cso l vi n g 

IOmic and o ther environmental problems first that brought the child in to the chi ld 

11 was essential. 

lorc. th e fo llowing remedies were recommended for those problems. Strengthen the 

:!ds based ass istance to retul11 home children and famili es to fu lfi ll th~ basil' needs. O ther 

come like fulfillment of raw materials for the skill they had to produce band c.: ran s 

generate income from it. 1lle income protects these children from going out of hOIl1~ 

reentering to t.he orphanage as well as thcir fami ly mcmbers from fu rther exposed 

. most organization working on a reuni lication program Wa S not supporti ng chi ldren fo r 

of time. Because of the ir stated objectives were accomplished du ring reuni ficat ion and 

fo llow up. So it will be more advisable to link the ret limed home children and the ir 

hers organizati on and NGOs foc lising on the strengthening and networking of further 

tarting from now the commitment of everyone :lfound these child re n to ensu re th eir 

: a major concern that need due attention and it will be better to hear the chil dren what 

ass ist them rathe r than making a decision of un united reuni fi cat ion. 
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'lpliwtioll offlle SItU~" for SociulWQrk E f/IIClltioll (l1It1 Pmetict!. 

person C:ln have his or her own unique behavioral nature. cha llenge. dc s tr~ . ambItion. 

L drcam. vision and potential. Some people might be inl1ucnccd by IIl",ir Cll yiromlll' lI1. 

iOIl. val ue. nann oflhe society, fam ily members. peers, Ica~ hcrs and thc like . And some 

:reeled by those factors listed above because of their own strong and firm nature or some 

"lllC W3Y an individual views thc world depends on the po.: rsons· paradigm. 1 k ll l' '': , the 

ike how we vicw it not like as it is. 

r the miss ions of social work is uncover the miserable of problems making people 110 1 to 

!eir own interest and well . This ma y improve their life quali ty and avert dys fulldi on ami 

emphasis to those who arc di sadvantaged, poor. oppressed and di scri minated group or 

FS W, 2004). Hence, the researcher strongly believes so lving those prob lems wi ll creak 

en tia ] :md g ills of children and the vitality of advancing those potcnt ials in orJ er 10 bring 

and sustainable deve lopment among the society. 'Illis study was rocuscd in one or thc 

:: iety who arc victimized and alrected bec.llIse or dillercnl factol's around thclr 

work profess ion is concerned about the poor, voiceless. diserimin:ltcd , oppressc(!. and 

I fo r those who arc living in continuous injustice. 111e purpose of social work is 10 

nclus ion or soc ially excluded, dispossessed, vulnerable and at-ri sk groups or people :md 

chall enge balTiers, inequalities and injustice that cxist in a socie ty by mobi li zing 

:lmilies. groups, organi zati ons and communities to cnhallce til eir well-being and 

.(. (IFS\V & IASSW 2004) To achieve thc abo\'c rl!solutlOn, il needs the usc ng capac I les ' . , , 

r · (. d ·oc , cy , lId cmpowennent efforts, So till' concl!pt and acti Viti es or cs 0 IIltcr\'en 1011, a \. • • ' 

II 

II 

II 
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1 and retum home children have to do a lot in this regard in creating pos ili yc relationship 

:md community. TIlUS reunification can be centers a ll social work interve nti on in oakr to 

Ie ch ildren to bring socialjusli ce and enhance Ihe well-being of these groups. 

llizi ng the community through effective ways in assisting reunifying of I;hildrcn to their 

ing a change in the life of the children, can be one of the ways thai the aim of the 50l.: ial 

sian can b¢ achieved. In addition to this, the profess ion also aimed at addressing the 

'onment transaction and li fetime development in the community. In this rcg:nd the arc:ts 

i; had problems coming from the environment such as soc ioeconomic prohkms. poor 

envirollment exposed to juvenile delinquency. So. to address th,,:sl! ch:tll ~ ng\!s there is a 

f intensive social work intervention in the study areas and Ih~ city as a who le. 

as k of the interv iewer is to allow the respondents to tell stories ill (IH.- ir own words. From 

etailed n:UTati ve accounts the research creates meaning through a process of coding and 

illl3lysis of themes that arise from the coding. 1l1erefore it is invaluable to make cl l.!af 

.IosophicaJ assumption of the researcher. 

:fore. there is a great educational need in order to develop soc ial work profcss iona b who 

o practi ce with the poorest, disadvantaged :md m:trginalized group orlhe soc iety sllch as 

in line with the core values, ethical conducts. principles and sl:lIldards or soc ial work 
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a nsenl fonn 

I o f COl1fidenli~lity and Consent Agrcc I11cnl 

ng/Good anc moon, I am, __________________ 'and a student or lh..: 

ocia l Work at Addis Ababa univers ity_ 'nlC purpose of this int erview guid l' \\ ill be to 

Illat ion and data to conduct a t\llastcrs of Social Work th esis on th e psyc hosol: ial probkms 

children aftcr reunification by giv ing spec ifi c emphasis to O PRI FS ill Addis Ababa 

oO li somc very personal questions that may be dinicult to answer il. So, I would li ke h) 

wi ll tc llme your consent answers/responses . Fo r each quest ions your :lnswe r wi ll be \'o.: ry 

wi ll have significant contributi on to the study. Unl ess you agr..:c, yuur Il a ille wi ll no t he 

his agreement . You also had the right not to answer 011 questi un/ questiuns you m:t y no t 

wcr. You will also had the right to stop the interview at an y t illl!.! \\ hen yoll w:ml 

)ur honest answer will help liS to understand the psychosoc ial probkms or children faeed 

cat ion and will lise to bringl creat e belief interventi on strategy to so l vehllndiora t~ th e 

to thank YOLI in ad vance fOf your cooperation in identi fying those prob lems. 

\\' w ill continue with a maximum of4 5 m inute. So arc you willing to disc liss wilh Ill!! ? 

laturc _____ _ _ _ ___________ _ _ 

lank him/her and the interv iew will be cCllhlpscdj . 
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Annex B: Interview quest ions to n:unilicd ( hildrcn 

r __________________________ __ 

~io demographic characteristics and background questions for reunified child re n. 

start our di scussion by introducing your 

__________________________________ ilgc ___ Scx_ 

11 you li ve now? 

D ingle parent OSIer father/mother O~clativcsD Volunteers Dotbcrs 

ppy li ving with them? Yes DNa 0 
.vcr for question number 3 is no, what arc the reasons for that? 

,cone dislike you? Yes D No D WhO is he/her? 

'e a problem of ereatiug friendsh ip? Yes D No D why? 

::5 YOLI happy? What makes you sad? 

.101 sati sfied living with your care give r. what did you want '? 

losoc ial problem re lated questions. 

! reason that you len home previously? 

remember and Icllme the Iype of abuse and neg lec t that you had C'xperience in ~our 

mit)' now? 
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pc of psychologieal and social effects do y OLI faced by the abUSCIl1Cnl frequent ly? 

~Illy injury/s ign on your body or psychologica l or soc ial prob lem? 

I it aJTeel your current life? In schooL neighbors. with fr iends, with fumiIY?;lIld how did 

Id? 

you compare yourse lf with others? 

you feel when you hear the word reunification? 

! YOll perceive the att itude of your famil y, ncighbor and community mcmbers rclatl.;d to 

h ildren? and what is the fc,lson? 

lave to say addit iona l thing? 

'111ank you. 

r 
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1ntcrview Guide for focus group di scussion with projec t coord inating StaIr. 

HInd Illfonnatioll 

... ocation of the project: Sub City _ _ ___ Wor\.!da __ Td \.! pholl l.: ____ _ 

)atl! of employment in the organization __________ _ 

. our pos ition or carecr in the project 

)cscription 

low do you exp lain the contribution of the project? 

Vhat arc the challenges or this project? 

; there any proposal for futu re project extension'! 

ota l annual budget for your programs 

lilat is the communication system and strategies with re uni fied children? 

. you h:lVC additional comments. 

'111ank '{ Oll . 
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C heck list for doc ument review 

.!ld mission orthe project ______ _ 

Icti vili es and services being provided ------

," 
IlItreach service covcrnge area _ __________ _ .. 
mber of the project benefic iaries: Female : ___ Tota l: __ _ 

lind information about the Addis Ababa Rl!unificati oll prograllllllt'. Wb..:n docs it 

? What was the main cha llenge of the program? 

Jess orthe reunification progrnm!l1c 

:ticcs amollg the difl'ercnt efforts of reunifi cation 

cite does th e program was dTcctivcJy fUli c lio n o.:ti '! Why? 

'1l1ank you. 

- - -_.--
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