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Preface 

This dissertat ion is a study of the hi story ofparti ali y mechani zed and other arable fannin g along 

the Ethio-Sudan border: The Case of Abdarafi and Mattama, 1950s to 1980s. Its main aim is to 

reconstruct the agricultural development of Abdarafi and Mattama, explore its contribution to the 

national economy, identify the ro le of commerc ial agriculture in Abdarafi and Matltima in 

generating employment, and point out the major obstacles to commercial agriculture in the areas 

over the period. 

Historians have made studies of the socio-cu ltural and poli tica l hi story of different parts of 

Ethiopia. However, less is stili kn own abou t the economi c hi story of the cou ntry. Some of the 

literature prov ides lIsefu l insights on the mechanized agricultura l acti vities in th e Awash basin. 

But, the issue of revo lu tion in mechan ized fa rming in Abdarafi and Matlama (Sat it-Humara area) 

has not yet attracted hi storians, which my dissertation attempts to cover. 

The hot areas of Abdarafi and MaWima in the north westernmost regions of the then Begemeder 

and Simien Governorate Genera l near the Sudan border were the scene of revolutionary 

agricu ltural development. Though developments were im press ive and significant, they faced 

pro blems: inadequate infrastructure, parti cularl y in com mun icat ions, hea lth and water supply, 

labou r shortage, discourag ing credit and market ing arrangements, absence of machi nery repair 

faci liti es, security and border problems, and a variety of weeds, and pests among others. Some of 

these problems arose fro m the rap id, unplanned growth of fa rmin g in the two areas. 

When I planned to undertake my research on Abdarafi and Mattama, the titl e of my di ssertation 

was "A History of Agri cultural Mechani zation and Other Arable Farming along the Ethio-Sudan 

Border: The Case of Abdii rafi and Miittiima, 1950s-1970s." In due course, I rea lized that the 

stud y areas were under the Eth iopian Democratic Union (EDU) unt il 1983. Th is means the areas 

were not under the Dtirg and the mechan ized fa rms were not affected by the sweep ing land 

reform of 1975 and for th is reason I extended my disserta ti on to the 1980s. 

The term "mechani zed farm ing" is used for arable farmin g, using mainl y tractors, wh ich began 

in Abdarafi and Matlama in the 1960s. Some extern al agricultural experts even use the term 
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mechanization in a broader sense to include fa rm ing using all ki nds of ass istance "hand tools, 

animal powered and engine-powered equipment". The term "mechanized" in thi s sense could be 

regarded as reasonabl e in the Ethiop ian contex t, where trad itiona l arable fann ing was and is 

carri ed on with oxen or as hoe cu lti vation but I prefer the trad itional use of the term 

"mechani zed" to mean usi ng power-operated mac hinery, whi ch in Abdarafi and Matlama meant 

tractors. Abdarafi and Mattama did not have full y mechanized farmin g as it wou ld be understood 

in, for example, the USA or Canada. The mechan ization in Abdarati and Mattama was rel·erred 

to the use of tractors. Tracto r-owning farmers still employed farm laboure rs on a large-sca le for 

sowing, weeding and crop pi ck ing (harvest ing). Many farm ers used onl y oxen , though if and 

when they were able to do so, they acquired Iractors. I ha ve, therefore, used the term "Partiall y 

Mechan ized" in my di ssertation tit le to indicate that mechani zation did not go very far, and yet 

some fa rmers in Abdarafi and Mattama did employ some machines (mainly tractors) while 

tradi ti onal farmers did not. My dissertation also covers the fanners in Abdarati and Mattama 

who onl y used oxen, because I wished to describe the total ity of arable farming in Abdarafi and 

Mattama. Moreover oxen farm ing stati sti cs are included in my data source and some oxen 

farmers progressed to using tractors. My di ssertati on title is rather long fo r the sake of prec ision. 

Studying recent Ethiopian hi story poses ser ious difficu lti es . Chief among the problems that 

confronted the researcher is the quest ion of sources. Archi ves tended to be the prime victims of 

the maelstrom of the 1974 Eth iopian Revol ution and distu rbances that fo llowed after 1974. 

However, an attempt was made to refer to the widest poss ible ran ge of sources and to cross­

check evidence in order to presen t a fa ir, co rrect and ba lanced picture. 

The di ssertation draws upon primary and secondary data . The primary data used are of two 

types: oral information and archiva l materials, which I obtained during my fi e ldwork. Informants 

in North Gondar, Abdarafi , and Mattama including in the different farm sites were se lected for 

interview based on their knowledge and relat ion to the study areas. The archi val materials were 

obtained from North Gondar Zone Adm ini strati ve Office and the Municipality of Mattama, the 

Mi ni stry of Labour and Socia l A ffa irs of the then Mini stry of National Comm unity Development 

and Social Affairs, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church Development Comm iss ion, the Public 

Enterpri ses Trustee Board , the Mini stry of Culture and Touri sm Nati onal Archi ves and Library 

Agency, the Institute of Ethiopian Studies, the Headquarters of the Federal Police, and the We ide 
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Mesqel Tariku Memoria l Research Centre, which prov ided me with some documents that 

contain va luable information. Archival documents helped me to substantiate information 

obta ined from the interv iews. Moreover, I consulted li terature and books availab le in the li braries 

of the Institute of Ethiopian Stud ies and the Kennedy Library of Addis Ababa Uni versity. All the 

primary and secondary sources were va luable for my research. Archi va l sources were bad ly 

affected by the civil wa r between the Dtirg and the Ethiopian Democratic Union (EDU), the 

Erin'ean People 's Liberation Front (EPLF), the Et hiopian People 's Revolutionary Party (EPRP) 

in the 1970s and at a later stage, the civ il war between the Dcirg and the Ethiopian People' s 

Revo lu tionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) all of which led to the destruct ion ol'arch ives. 

Conduct ing research for this di ssertation was not without other problem s. One major problem 

was lack of adequate funding since Add is Ababa Un iversity does not a llocate sufficient fund. 

Whatever provided was not even released on time. There were ups and downs to get the budget. 

Inflation has added to accommodation and transport cost in remote areas as much as in Add is 

Ababa, or even more. Archivists al so dec li ned to allow me access to archi ves unless I pa id them 

substantial sums for the ir services. Extreme heat and uncertai n hea lth conditions also added to 

the problems of research in my areas. 

The dissertation is organized into seven chapters. Chapter one is on the general su rvey of 

agricultural development in Africa and Ethiopia du ring the imperial period. Chapter two 

discusses the geograp hi cal and hi storica l background of Abdii rafi and Mattiima. Chapter th ree 

di scusses the commencement and ex pansion of pa rtia lly mechanized and other arab le farming 

systems in the study areas. Chapter fou r sheds li ght on so il s, farmers, tractors and crops, land 

tenure, the rol e of l"in ancia l inst itutions in granting loans, and labour. Chapter tive di scusses 

infrastructural developments and demography. Chapter six deals with production, taxat ion, 

marketing and processing systems and export (1960s- 1980s) and chapter seven describes 

boundary and polit ica l problems affecting agricul ture in the North Weste rn Ethiopian lowlands, 

between the 1950s and the 1980s. 
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Abstract 

A IIistOlY of Partia/~" Mechanized and Other Arable Farming A long the Ethio-Sudan Border: 
The Case of Abdiirafi and Miittiima, 1950s-1980s 

By 

A takilt Redda 

A ddis Ababa Universi~v, 2015 

My dissertation studies the history of partially mechanized and other arable farming along the 
Ethio-Sudan border: the case 0./ Abdamj; and Mattama. The dissertation covers the period 
between 1950s and the 1980s. The entl)' point 0./ the dissertation is the 1950s because the 
Ethiopian government sought to stimulate agricultural growth and promote changes in peasant 
agriculture through its successive Five Year Development Plans that started in 195 7. The jirst 
tractor was also in the program area in 195 7. The dissertation does not end in 1975following 
the rural land proclamation. The land proclamation 0./ 1975 was not implemented in the stU(~ 
areas because the stU(~ areas were under the control 0./ the Ethiopian Democratic Union (EDU) 
until the beginning 0./ the 1980s. 

The hot, dusty godforsaken areas o./Abdeiraj; and MCittCima in the northernmost regions 0./ the 
then Begemeder and Simien near the Sudan border were the scene 0./ modern agriculturol 
development. Agricullure was rain:/ed. The three major crops that covered much of the 
cultivated area were cotton, sesame and sorghum. Though developments were impressive and 
significant, they ./aced problems characteristic 0/ rapid unplanned growth in similar areas: 
inadequate in./rastructure, particularly in communications, health and water supply, labour 
shortage, discouraging credit and marketing arrangements, absence of machinelY repair 
./acilities, and a variety of \!leeds. pests and other problems. 1I1y dissertation describes how 
mechanized and partially mechanized agriculture was introduced into Abdamji and ivlCittama 
and how the ./armers coped, partially coped with, or/ailed to cope with, the problem 0./ ./arming 
in the areas. 

My dissertation also describes the security problems arisingji'om a disputed boundary and then 
the Ethiopian Revolution 0./ 1974 which in the end resulted in the breakdown 0/ cooperative 
./arms in AbdCiraji and MCitlama and the other lowland areas like HwnCira. 

The issue 0./ mechanized agriculture, even if it has not much auracted the allention 0./ 
researchers in Ethiopia, is an important aspect 0./ economic histolY. The study 0./ such activity 
should enrich Our knowledge. It will also hopejilily provide material./or the work 0./ other 
researchers, economic planners and development palicy makers. On the other hand, the studies 
on mechanized agriculture in these peripheral areas sho\ll the major obstacles to 1II0dern 
agriculture, indicating also both the challenges and the opportunities ./nr development ./01' 
potential investors both./oreign and local. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION : GENERAL SURVEY OF AG RI CU LTUAL DEVELOPMENT 

IN AFR ICA AND ETHIOPI A IN THE IMPER IAL PER IOD 

INTRODUCTI ON 

Improving the performance of the agric ultu ral sector became one of the most important 

challenges faced in the context of fighting malnutr ition, illness, poverty, and 

unemployment. Furthermore, in recent years the situation has been aggravated by very 

high food commodity prices on the wo rld market. Th is ri se, for va rious reasons. has not 

usually given much benefit to African farmers producing for the market. Rather, hi gh 

food prices have sign ificantly increased the number of people under poverty in many 

countries. The population of Africa at present is about 350,000,000. In Afri ca 60 to 90 

percent of the people are engaged in the agricultural sector.' In many parts of the 

developing world, like Africa, the use of increased leve ls of mechanization is already 

mak ing a significant contribution to agri cu ltural and rural deve lopment. In recent years 

governments of many African countries have been encouraging farmers to make 

increasing use of agri cultural machinery. 

This chapter will discuss the ro le that agricultural mechanization has played in Afri can 

agricu ltura l development in the post-independence period and in post-l iberation Ethiopia . 

It will also review the constra ints on agricu ltu ral mechani zation in Africa and wi ll 

indicate ways by which agricu ltural experts suggest these could be tackled in order to 

support sustainable economic growth and poverty reduction. 

, Carl K. Eicher and Doyle C. Baker, "Research on Agricultural Development in sub-Saharan Africa : A Critica l 
Survey" (M ichigan State University, Department of Agr icultural Economics. East LanSing, Paper No.1, 1982), p. 1 
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1.1 AN OVERVIEW OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND M ECHA NIZATION IN 

A FRI CA 

The evolution of agricultural mechanization in the wo rld can be divided in to three 

distinct periods: the period before 1920, the peri od between 1920 and 1945 and the post-

Second World War period . This was because that new methods and deve lopments in 

agricultural mechanization in the world occurred in these peri ods. However, the 

developments were not evenl y di stributed all over the worl d. Developments in 

agricultu ra l mechanization were made poss ible by the industrial revolutio n which 

occurred in much of Europe and North America in the 18th and 19th centuries 2 

The fi rst tractor with the internal combustion engi ne that has revo lutionized agri cul ture 

was produced in 1889 in the USA. The des ign and development of the tracto r using an 

interna l combustion engine in the 1930s and 1940s was a major breakthrough for 

agri cultural mechanization technologies s ince agricu ltural mechan ization has often been 

equated with tractorization. The tractor has had a profound effect on labour productivi ty 

and farm ing systems. This means that tractors and many of the other innovations 

introduced in agriculture by the scient ific and industri al revoluti ons paved the way fo r a 

qualitative change in the nature of agricu ltural production particularly in advanced 

capitali st countri es. Thi s qualitat ive change became known as industrial agri culture 3 

Agricultural mechanization is the shift from one source o f power (human and animal) to 

another (non-animate). It is the app lication of mechani cal techno logy and increased 

power to agricul ture, as a means to raise the productivity of human and an imal labour. 

Thi s includes the use of tractors of various types, combustion engines, electric motors, 

so lar power and other methods of energy conversion. Mechan iza tion also includes 

2Geoffrey Mrema, "An Overview of Agricultural Mechan ization in the World" In Agricultural Mechanizotionf 

Policies and Strategies in Africo (London: Marlborough, 1991), pp.4-S 
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irrigation systems uSlllg powered machinery_ food process ing and related techno logies 

and equipment 4 According to Green, an agricultural economist, " all forms of 

mechanical assistance used at any leve l of sophistication in agri cultura l technology are 

considered to be aspects of agri cu ltural mechani zati on."; Th is means that fo r some 

agricultural economists hand too ls and animal-powered and engine-powered eq uipment 

are all go ing to be included, though in common usage "mechanization" excludes hand 

tool s6 In fact, my di ssertation intends to adopt the more normal usage of the term 

mechani zation and apply it only to tractors and power-operated machinery and 

equipment, while I use the term pa rti al mechani zation fo r fa nners who use tractors and 

oxen. 

Important economic policy issues in the post-independence period concerned whether to 

adopt capita li st or soc iali st or semi-soc iali st pol ic ies, and in the post- independence peri od 

a number of African countri es favoured a soc ial ist approach with la rge gove rnment 

involvement in the economy, inc luding agri culture7 State farm s and mono-crop 

government plantations became part of African policies fo r agricultural development in 

the 1960s, as in Sierra Leone and Ghana. However, these state fa rm s were fa ilures 

because tenants were di splaced by the land lords8 Agri cu ltural failu re was one of the 

Soviet bloc 's man y economic fail ures 9 Since the co llapse of European communism lo and 

3 Ibid., pp.6-7 

4 Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations, Agricultural Mechanization in Africo: Time for 
Action (Rome: United Nations Industrial Developm ent Organization, 2008), p. 1 

5David Green, "Agricultural Mechanization in Ethiopia: An Economic Analysis of Four Case Studies." (Ph. D 
Thesis, Department of Economics, M ichigan State University, 1971), p.1 

' John Melior, The Economics of Agricultural Development (New York: Cornell University Press, 1966), p. 223 
employs this lim ited usage which I have adopted. 

7 Carl K. Eicher and Doyle C. Baker, p. 1. 
',bid. , p. 50. 
' See for example Tony Jud t, Past War: A History of Europe since 1945 (Landon: Vintage Books, 2010), pp. 169-

170, 174,194,328,423,581. "Soviet bloc agricu lture sl ipped further and further backwards, its occaSionally surrea l 
inefficiencies exempli fi ed in the USSR [and sim ilar examples could be found elsewhere in Soviet-bloc states] by the 
bureau cra ts in Frun ze who ... encQuraged loca l pea sants to meet their (Clrbitra ry and unattainable) butter del ivery 
quotas by buying up stocks from loca l shops", p. 194. 

"Ibid., pp. 583-84, 585-633 for the col lapse of European comm unism. There is of course a vast literature on thi s. 
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the decision of People's China to use capitalist-type incenti ves for farm ers II , the socialist 

model in agriculture has been mostly abandoned. A shih back to cap itali st, private profit 

incentive po licies is no w regarded as co rrect for Africa by international agencies and 

agricultural expe rts. These policies apply to mechanization also . It is no w in fact accepted 

that the best way for Africa to mechani ze is for farmers to own their machines, or for 

them to hire these from other farmers. Tractors need to be serviced, and repaired. A 

tractor or other machine without these services has no va lue; it has used a farmer's capita l 

fo r nothing. Support serv ices for mechanization are therefore vital. "The best way to 

supply mach ine ry [and support services] is through the private sector, although thi s does 

not necessari ly preclude public sector participation. However, this must be do ne in such a 

manner as to support the private sector. ,,12 

Mechanization, to be effective, does not mean j ust suppl ying the fa rmers with tractors, 

machinery and support services. Farmers must be able to farm profitably.13 Si nce the 

co lonial period African farmers have in fact been producing cash crops for sa le, such as 

groundnuts, cotton, palm oi l, coffee , tea, pyrethrum fl owers and ru bber. 1'1 The rise in 

world food prices has not benefited fa rmers who sell cash crops as much as it might have 

done, and ought to have done, considering that fa rmers are such a large percentage o f 

Africa ' s population . This smaller benefit is because middlemen reap the largest share of 

"See Jonathan Fenby, The Penguin History of Modern Chino: The Fall and Rise of a Great Power 1850-2009 
(London: Pengu in, 2009), pp. 551-52, 646 and for the whole of the new policies oriented to profit and efficiency 
chapter 27 "Getting Rich in No Sin" pp. 552-573. See also Immanuel C.V. Hsu, The Rise of Modern Chino (New York: 

OUP, 6'" ed. 2000), pp. 844-848. 
12John E. Ashburner and Josef Kienzle (eds), Investment in Agricultural Mechanization in A/rico, Conclusions and 

Recommendations of a Round Table Meeting of Experts, Agricultural and Food Engineering Technical Report 8 
(Rome: Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations, 2011), p. xii. 

13 Ibid. 

" Eicher and Baker, p. 14. 
" Rosemary E. Galli, "The Food Crisis and the Socialist State in Lusophone Africa" in African Studies Review, Vol. 

30, No.1 (Afri can Studies Association, Mar., 1987), pp. 19-20; Gavin Wil liams, "Marketing without and with 

Marketi ng Boards: The Origins of State Marketing Boards in Nigeria" in Review of African Political Economy, No. 34 
Market Forces (Tay lor and Francis, Dec, 1985), pp. 5-6. 
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profit s and state marketing boards often keep crop prices del iberately low to benefit the 

urban population from which di ssati sfac tion can be more po lit ica ll y dangerous. IS 

Development and modernization of Africa 's agriculture will depend therefore on changes 

in state policy on modern agricul ture and also better poli cies fo r farmers' education and 

entrepreneurship. For the growth of sustainable agri cultural development and 

improvement of fa rmers' incomes it is important, through state po licy, education and a 

ri se in entrepreneurship, to deve lop mechan ization that will make commercial farming 

reall y advantageous for African fa nners. 16 

In order to understand the impl ications of agricultura l deve lopment for the future 

development of the global food system. one has to understand the d i ffe rence between 

traditional and modern agriculture. Trad itional farmers often say that they seek to work 

effecti vely with resources at hand and prod uce what nature offers. 

Convenlional processes are used 10 lill Ihe land, seleci and 
planl seeds, prateci planls /i"om compeling planls and ... 
gather Ihe harvesl. Surpluses are markeled Ihrough nearby 
outlets. Such producers.Fequently report only limited capacily 
to change Ihese processes-and some seek to avoid change. 17 

Often fann ers are correct in uphold ing a trad itiona l approach because it works I Some 

suggestions by "experts" have not led to success but the oppos ite l Al so. ira new approach 

fail s, traditional farmers face di saster. 18 However; in modern agricultura l systems farmers 

are eager to apply teclmology and information. In contrast to trad itional farmi ng, modern 

farmers try to get profitabl e success by ut ili z ing inno vations, research and scientific 

advances to produce safe, sustai nable and affordable food. 19 As scholars now recogn ize, 

16Food and Agricultural Orga nization of the United Nations, Agricultural Mechanization in A/rica ... , p. 2. 

17 Wil liam C. Motes, "Modern Agricul ture and its Benefits, Trends, Impl ications and Outlook", (G loba l Harvest 
Initiative: Susta inability Meeting the World's Growing Needs, March, 2010), p. 12. 

18 Ibid. 

19 Ibid., p. 13. 
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traditional methods of agricu lture have a ratio nale and there is scope also for learning 

from traditional methods but approp ri ate modern agricultural techno logy, properly used, 

does bring advances and whatever the virtues of some trad itional prac ti ces there is need 

for change20 

Fighting malnutrition, illness, poverty and unemployment are maj or cha llenges to human 

development in African countri es . The economies of many Afri can countries should 

continue to be strongly linked to the agricultural sector. Th is means much effort has to be 

given to th is sector because the agri cultural sector will conti nue to be the most important 

sector in the economy of most Afri can countries21 

In some African countries, agri culture generates up to 50 percent of the Gross Domestic 

Product (GDP). It contributes over 80 percent of trade in value. It also contri butes more 

than 50 percent of raw materials to industri es and provides employment for the majority of 

Africa's people. It is mechanization that has helped much of Asia and Latin America to 

succeed in their agricultural deve lopment. By contrast, because of the agri cultural 

backwardness of small scale peasant agriculture wi th use of manpower alone, the use of 

tractors in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) has not shown significant increase over the past 40 

years because attention was not given to mechan ized agriculture. "Compared with other 

world regions, tractor use in SSA today remains al most neg ligibl e. Tn As ia, trac tor use over 

the same period has increased tenfold. ,,22 

20 Karl K. Eicher and John M. Staa z (eds. ) Second Edition, Agricu ltural Development in the Third World (John 
Hopkins University Press, 1990), p. 44 cited in Tesema Ta'a "Bribi ng the Land : An Appra isal of the Farming System 
of the Maccaa Oromo in Wal lagga" in Northeast African Studies, Volume 9, Number 3 (M ich igan State Un ivers ity 
Press, 2002 (N ew Series)), 

" Karim Houmy, "Agri cultu ral Mechanization Strategies and their Role in Agricultural Sector Policy Development 
Strategies" in Ashburner and Kienzle (eds.) Investment in Agricultural Mechanization ... , p. 31 . 

22FAO and UNIOO, Investment in Agricultural Mechanization in Africa; Executive Summary, Conclusions and 
Recommendations of a Round Ta ble Meeting of Experts (Rome: FAO and UNIDO, 3-5, June 2010), p. 1. 
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Sub-Saharan Africa is a vast part of the African con tinent. It comprised 41 countries in 

1982 and now (201 5) 55 independent African states23 At the beginning of the 1980s, the 

poorest geographic area of the world ' s economy was sub-Saharan Afri ca. Citing the World 

Bank's Wo rl d Development Report, 1981 , Eicher and Baker noted " that 22 of the 36 of the 

low- income countri es in the world are sub-Saharan Afri can countries .,,24 

The mechani zation of fa rming in developing countri es has been very uneven. In many parts of 

Africa, in Java, and in many hilly regions in other parts of the globe, fa rmers in the 1980s still 

ti lled by ani mal power or by hand. Investment in the sector is still low in most African countries. 

In add ition, the only region in the world where agricultura l productivity is still largely static is 

Africa due to poor investment. "Yields of maize and other stap le cereals have typically remained 

at abo ut I ton per hectare, which is abo ut one-th ird of the average achieved in As ia and Lat in 

Ameri ca. ,,25 

At the beginning of the 1980s, Eicher and Baker stated that " the bulk of the land and labour in 

sub-Saharan Africa is sti ll devoted to small sca le fa rming and pastoral systems of li vestock 

production.,,26 Thus, the predominant farmi ng system in sub-Saharan Africa was in the 1980s 

smallholding crop cu ltivation. It depended on fam il y labo ur that ranged from 80 to 90 percent of 

total labo ur inputs. Adult male fanners in sub-Saharan Afri ca worked an average of 5 hours a 

day or 1,000 to 1,500 hours per year. Much time was devoted to off-farm activiti es . But in Egypt 

and in many As ian countri es the case was different. Compared to sub-Saharan Afri can countri es, 

adult male fanners in Egypt and in many Asian countri es worked 2,500 to 3,000 hours per year. 

27In sub-Saharan Afri can countries, women al so participated in farmi ng, processing and 

market ing. At the same time, children were used as important source of labour. They participated 

23 Eicher and Ba ker, p. l. 

"Ibid., p. 3. 

25 Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations, Agricultural Mechonizotion in Africo .. ,p. 3. 
}6 Eicher and Baker, p. 6. 
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in weeding, "co ll ection of firewood , bird scaring, carryi ng water, and tak ing ca re of sheep, goats, 

and cattle. ,,28 [n many parts of Afri ca, farmers still till their fields with hand tools. Human 

muscle and animal power are the mai n sources of power for land preparation in Africa. For 

instance, accordi ng to the Food and Agriculture Organ izatio n of the United Nations (FAO), 

about 80 percent of the cultivated land in central Africa is worked manua lly. But in eastern and 

southern Africa the cultivated land that is worked manua lly is equal to 50 percent. In sub-

Saharan Africa, rural -urban migration makes manual labor sometimes a scarce and weak 

resource for agricu ltural production 29 

Improving the peliormance of the agriculture sector has become 
one of the important challenges to be faced in the context of 
fighting malnutrition, illness, poverty, and unemployment. 
Furthermore, in recent years, the situation has been aggravated 
by velJl high{ood commodity price on the world market. Th is has 
significantly increased the numher o{ people in poverly in I'IlC1n), 
countries. As a result, progress in human development has been 
slowed down, and the danger of failing to deliver the JViillennium 
Development Goals (MDG), . 

In Aji'ica, particularly in those countries south of the Sahara 
(SSA), there is a great potential to increase agricultural 
production. However, the realization o{ this potential will 
require high levels of commitment and resources. At the same 
time, due consideration will have to be given to ecological and 
climatic conditions. This requires a rational and re!>ponsible 
approach to the choice of cropping systems and crop production 
inputs. One of the most important of these inputs is the 
development and use of increased levels of farm power and 

. I" I' 30 appropnClte mec 1al7lzaiIOn lec 1I11ques. 

[n the Guinea Savannah there is an enormous expanse of potentiall y arable land with 600 

million hectares. Of th is, 400 million hectares could be used for crop agriculture. However, 

less than LO percent of this area is now cultivated. Tbis makes it one of the largest 

27 b'd 7 I I ., p. 4 . 

28 Ibid. 

29 FAD and UNIOO, Investment in Agricultural Mechanization in A/rica, Executive Summary ... , p. 1. 

30 Karim Houmy, Lawrence J. Clarke, John E. Ashburner and others, "Agricu ltural Mechanization In Sub Saharan 

Africa, Guidelines for preparing a Strategy, Integrated Crop Management" Vol. 22 (Rome: Plant Production Division, 
Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nation s, 2013), p. xi. 
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underused agricul tmalland reserves in the world. One major reason for this is that in many 

countries of SSA, there is a growing and ongoing rural-urban migration. On the other hand, 

two similarly underdeveloped and landlocked agricultural regions elsewhere in the 

developing world- the Brazilian Cerrado (the Brazil savanna, the largest savanna region in 

South America) and the north east region of Thailand have similar agro-climatic conditions 

to those of the Guinea Savannah. But the Brazilian Savanna has developed at a rapid pace 

over the past four decades and its production has conquered important world markets. J I 

Throughout Equatorial Africa, farmers use hand tools. The relationship between hand, animal 

and engine power sources in Africa compared with other developing regions at the end of 1960s 

and in the early 1970s is shown in graph 1 below. 

Bar Graph I: Farm Power Sources (in percentages) in Africa, Asia and Latin America at the close of the 1960s 
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Source: Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations, Agricultural Mechanization in Africa ... , p. 5. 

31 Hans P. Binswanger-Mkhize, Derek Byerlee, Alex McCalla and others, "The Growing Opportunities for African 

Agricu ltural Development, Conference Working Paper 16" (Accra, Ghana: Agricultura l Science and Technology 

Indicators (ASTI), December 5-7,2011), p.l. 
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This was the si tuation at the end of the 1960s. The use of tractors in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) 

has not shown sign ifi cant increase over the past 40 yea rs, compared with other wo rld regions32 

However, from among North Afri can countries, Egyptian agr icu lture was transformed from its 

traditional level into a profitable commercia l enterprise in 150 years because the government 

gave attention to it. It managed to feed a large and gro wing population. Most of its irrigation 

schemes and the extens ion of the culti vable area had been completed by 1914. Besides food , 

cotton growing for export and for an Egyptian textil e indust ry became well deve loped]) 

Mechanization has shown success when joined with large sca le irrigation . Sudan, beginning with 

the 1924 Gezi ra scheme, is an outstanding example with the production of cotton, sugar cane, 

groundnuts and wheat. But Sudan has also large areas of mechani zed rain-fed agriculture, 

producing sorghum as the main crop34 My dissertation will sho w that mechanization with 

entire ly rain-fed agriculture was a lso successful in the Ethiopian lowlands. 

One of the most important inputs for agricu ltural moderni zation and food production systems in 

Africa is engineeri ng tec1U1ology. Though African farmers have been encouraged by Afri can 

governments to use agricultura l machinery for different development programs the role of 

agricultural machinery is still below what was expected 35 The constraints to mechanization have 

been identified for Nigeria as they affect large scale farms. These constraints are 

(1) access to credit, (2) selling Lip 0/ mal1l!lacturing and 
repair services by entrepreneurs, (3) improving inji-astructllre, 
(4) affordable and secure access to comp!ement{//JI inputs 
(file!, electricity, and larger consulidated pluts u/ land), (5) 
beller legal and regulatOlY capacity to protect the rights of 
owners 0/ machine/y, and (6) higher efficiency and capacity 
of public sector for implementing policy. Resolving these 

" Ashburner and Kienzle, p. 23. 
33 P.J. Vatikiot is, The Modern History of Egypt (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1969), p. 332. 
"P.M. Holt and M. Daly, The History of the Sudan from the Coming of Islam to the Present Day (London: 

Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1979), p. 211. 
35Ashburner and Kienzle, p. 31. 
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constraints should be the policy objectives 0/ the 
government. 36 

Accord ing to the FAO, 

... there are about 470000 tractors in A(i'ica, but little is 
known about their age or working condition. The total 
number 0/ working trac/ors would have to be about 3.5 
million (7times more) to put A/i'ica on a par with other 
regions. Assuming that the existing tractors are all 
jill1ctional, the annual replacement rate should now be about 
47, 000 units/year (assuming a ten-year life). 37 

Deve loping countries need to develop agri culture. One of the problems is shortage of foreign 

exchange. It has been and stili is a major constra int on importation of the inputs needed for rapid 

development. Also deve loping countries do not yet have a dynamic pri vate sector that can 

support mechanization systems for rura l deve lopment. Governments in developing countries 

therefore need to promote the introduction and use of mechan ization inputs Fo r development. 

These inputs require a strategy for the development of the government 's national development 

plan38 Unfortunately, governments are not a lways effici ent in carrying out this role. 

Industry and agriculture could go together in mutual support in mechani zation, but in Africa's 

human muscle and an imal powered agriculture, "i t is hardly surprising that very little industri al 

development has taken place to manufacture or even assemble machinery for agri culture. A few 

farm tool and implement factories have been established, mainly in South Africa, Zambia, Kenya 

and Zi mbabwe.,,]9 

Agricu ltural experts advise Afri cans to establish National Committees on Agricul tura l 

Mechanization (NCAM). According to the experts, the national committees should comprise 

representatives of a li major stakeholders , such as agr iculture, finance , industry, trade and other 

36 Hiroyuki Takeshima and Sheu, "Agricultural Mechanization and the Small Holder Farmers in Nigeria, Policy 

Note No.22" (Abuja, Nigeria: International Food Policy Research Inslitute (IFPRI), 2010), p. 4. 
37 Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nation s, Agricultural Mechanizolion in Africa ... ,p. 7. 
38 Mrema, p. 16. 

39 Food and Agricultural Organ ization of the United Nations, Agricultural Mechanization in Africa ... , p. 8. 
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ministries and farmers, together with financial , private sector, and research and development 

insti tutions. The main functions of the committees should be as foll ows: 

Assist the national government in reviewing national policy 
to include a strategy dealing with mechanization, develop 
and update the national agricultural mechanization strategy 
(NAMS), including regional slralegies, an area where FA 0 
and UNJDO can assist, coordinate efforts between different 
ministries and institutions, develop more efficient 
procurement systems, an area where FA 0, UNJDO and 
World Bank can assist, ascertain compatibility of donations 
with national standards and plans. and prepare action plans 
for capacity building through formal education, research, 
extension and vocational training. ,0 

The strength of agricultural mechani zation depends on the effective functio ning of all components 

and the linkages between them. The end users are farmers.4 1 Ashburner and Kienzle argued that 

the approach to agri cultural mechanization should be "both holi stic and participatory" and many 

stakeholders should be invo lved in a participatory approach. According to Ashb urner and Kienz le, 

these stakeholders can be classi fied in three levels: 

At the demand level they include the smallholder farmers, 
commercial ftlrmers, farming organizations, irrigation 
groups, crop processors and rural transporters. At the 
supply level they include the importers. mal1ujclcturers, 
blacksmiths, distributors, machinety support service 
providers and service contractors. And .finally, at the 
institutional support level are the financiers and financial 
institutes, government and NGOs, extension workers, 
researchers, trainers and policy makers. 42 

1.2 AN OVERVIEW OF ACRICULTURAL DEV ELOPMENT IN ET HIOPIA ( 194 1-74) 

Ethiopia in the period 194 1-74 was a " land of vast opportun ities.,,43 Her economy was primarily 

agricultural with a then generall y favora ble cl imate, good so il , sufficient rainfa ll , and in general , a 

40 Ashburner and Kienzle, p. xiii . 
41 Ibid., p. 31 
41 Ibid., p. 32. 
43 Eshetu Chole, "Economic Prob lems of Ethiop ian Agricultural Development" in Economic Journal Vol. I, NO. 1 

(1964), p. 25. 
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year-round growing season44 Her principal natural resource was her arable land. Agriculture 

accounted for about half of the country's Gross Domestic Prod uct and supported abo ut fou r-fifths 

of the population and supplied 90 percent by value of all exports, so that accord ing to James 

Pickett, "of the country's agricultural Gross Domestic Product about one-fourth came from 

livestock and the rest from crops with roughl y one-half of the crop va lue added coming from 

coffee, which acco un ted fo r some two-thirds of export earnings.,,45 However, Ethiopia was 

considered as one of the most economically backward countri es in spite of the fact that her 

potential for development was among the most promising."6 This was because the country's 

agriculture remained basica ll y traditional. The other factor that hindered agricultural development 

was inadequate infrastructure with the majority of peasants li ving in inaccess ible areas fa r away 

from major roads and markets. Back in the 1950s, the use of chemical fe rtili zer, improved seed, 

credit and tractors remained almost unknown. In 1960, there were only 1,000 tractors throughout 

Ethiopia. In 1974, large-scale irrigation of land was less than 1 percent. Rain-fed agriculture 

remained almost the sa le basis of agricu ltural production. As a resu lt of these things trends in 

agricultural production showed little increase in the total cropped area and almost static 

production of grains."7 According to Shiferaw Jammo, " ... g rain production in the early 1950s 

probably averaged about 4 million tons and the area under culti vation about 4.5 million 

hectares. ,,'18 Mechanization could therefore have had a great impact on the Ethiopian economy in 

which the agri cul tural sector played so a dominant role. 

A study of mechanized agricultural technology and the process of mechan ization require 

understanding of both the mechanica l components of agricu ltura l acti vit ies and the new 

" Ibid. 
4SJames Pickett, Economic Development in Ethiopia: Agriculture, the Market and the State (Paris: Department 

Centre Stud ies, 1991), p. 14. 
46 John Michael Cohen, "Ru ral Change in Ethiopia: A Study of Land, El ites, Power and Values in Chi lla lo Awraja", 

(PhD Thesis, Department of Political Science, University of Colorado, 1973), p. l. 
"Sh iferaw Jammo, "An Overview of th e Economy, 1941-74" in Shiferaw bekele (ed.) An Economic History of 
Ethiopia, Vol. 1: The Imperial Era, 1941-74 (Senegal: Codesria Book Series, 1995), p. 20. 
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productive factors within the agricultural system 49 Economic development based on agricultural 

improvement and improvements in rural welfa re depend upon modernization of agriculture 

through technological and other change. The ev idence for thi s is the development of nineteenth 

century Denmark and development in the United States and other high-income countries 50 

In the first half of the 1960s Ethiopia ' s contribution to the world 's export market consisted 

mainly of agricul tural products, mainly coffee. In Ethiopia, the activity and income generated in 

many branches of the economy depended on the resu lts achieved in the agricultural sector of the 

economy because agricu lture supplied some of the basic raw materials for manufacturing industry 

whi le the volume of internal trade, export and transport was dete rmi ned by the turnover of 

agricultural goods. 5 
I Thus, planning was an essential feature of economic development to ensure 

the utilization of national wealth. However, the result of the strategy for agricultural development 

seemed to be disappointing. It was only after the Second World War that numerous studies for the 

development of agriculture were conducted in Ethiopia52 

According to Shiferaw Jammo, though the First Five Year Plan was prepared to cover the period 

1957-6 1. It only became effective in 1958 and the plan was extended up to 1962. The major 

objectives of the First Five Year Plan were to promote infrastructural development, develop social 

infrastructure and ensure the best possible utili zation of the national wea lth. Planning had become 

an accepted principle in all countri es which strove to improve the living standard of their people. 

Modern economic and social development of Ethiopia came very late." According to Cherian's 

optimistic view in the imperial period, they came mainly after the li beration of Ethiopia from 

48lbid. 

49 Green, p. 8. 

50Mellor, p. 223. 

51 Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Agriculture, "Agriculture in Ethiopia" (1964), p. l. 
51 Bahru Zewde, A History of Modern Ethiopia 1855-1974 (London: James Currey, 1991), p. 194. 
53 Shiferaw Jammo, p. 9. 
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Itali an co lon ia l rule in 1941 54 Educat ion. health and training of technical Ill anpower were needed 

in order to Illake planning practical , raise industrial production and satisfy the domestic Illarket, 

Illodernize agricultu re, and focus on fi sca l policy in order to mobil ize financial and hUlllan 

resources for econoill ic developillent. However, there were sO llle shortcoillings like low leve ls of 

sav ings and shortage of skilled manpower while the ad illinistrative machinery lacked the effective 

participati on of concerned departillents and agencies. The Fi rst Plan reilla ined unpublished. 

Acco rdi ng to its soc io-econoill ic ai llls the First Five Year Plan rep resented a fi rst stage progralll in 

the developillent of a Illodern econolllY in Et hiopia. It was seen as a prepa ratory phase for future 

plans55 

Table I : Investment in Main Sectors during the First Fi ve Year Plan in Millions of Bir,. 

Sector Plan Fulfilled In dex of Fulfillment 

Agriculture and Forestry 92. 1 109.9 120 

Minino, Po\ver and Manufactllrino 138.0 159.8 116 

Transport and Communications 240.0 287.3 120 

Social services 57.0 39 .0 68 

HOllsin o 122,5 206.8 169 

Other Activit ies 24.0 36.8 153 

Total 673.6 839.6 124 

Source: Imperial Ethiopian Government, Second Five Year Development Plan (Add is Ababa, October 1962), p. 43. 
Information given on First Five Y ear Plan in lEG Second Five Veal' Plan. Note: Accord ing to the government, the 
total ant icipated in vestment was surpassed by 24 percent , if the figures ca n be trusted. 

The Second Five Year Development Plan covered the period 1963-1967. It gave greater emphasis 

to directly productive undertakings, particul arly manufactu ring industry, min ing, electricity, etc. 

" K. A. Cherian (Prepared by and ed.) "Five Year Development Plans" in Ethiopia Today, An Up-to-Date, 
Illustrated Review of Economic Developmen t (Addis Ababa: The Central Printing Press, June, 1969), p. 168. 

55 Sh iferaw Jammo, pp. 9-10. 
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Certain basic problems in this plan were seen to be crucial. For instance. it considered agricul ture 

to be the leading economic activity. Some of the basic problems that were later recognized as 

problems ex perienced in th is plan we re organization of agricultural resea rch and experimentation, 

organization of various agri cu ltura l services, a ll ocation of avai lable materia l and human resources 

to different agricul tural sectors and product ion areas and traini ng and the organi zation for the 

implementation of the program S6 Yet despite fo rmal recognition of the importance of agriculture, 

accord ing to Bahru, "budgetary a llocation for agriculture was 2 % in 1967. This was attended by 

a correspondingly low growth rate of the agricultural secto r. ,,;7 

However, towards the end of the Second Five Year Development Plan, the concept of modern 

cooperation was introduced in Eth iopia by the enactment of the Cooperative Proclamation No. 

24 1/ 1958 in 1958 E.C (1966). Cooperation was intended to create a sense of participation in 

people in the course of socio-economic deve lopment. In orde r to help the coopera ti ve movement 

the government established the Cooperative Department5S Thc functions of the Department 

included helping the formation, organization, promotion and proper management of cooperative 

societies in Ethiopias9 One major reason for the establishment of Cooperative Development was 

that the majority of peasant cu lti vato rs and people engaged in small sca le cottage industri es found 

it difficul t to increase thei r income and improve their standard of living. They faced shortage of 

money and fe ll prey to vill age moneylenders who charged them exorbitant interest rates, as much 

as 100% or more. They could not obta in a rewarding and reasonable price for goods and services 

they produced. They could not make use of improved methods and pract ices . Thus, cooperation 

56lmperial Ethiopian government (lEG), Ministry of Agriculture, "Prospects of Agricu ltu ra l Development in Ethiopia. 
An Aide Memoire on the Occasion of the Vis it of Dr. A. H. Boerma, Director General Of the Food and Agricultural 
Organization" (Addis ababa: Ministry of Agriculture, February, 1971), pp . 8·9. 

57 Bahru, A History of Modem .. , p. 194. 

58 Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of National Community Development and Social Affairs, 
" Implementation Report 1962 E. c." (Addis Ababa: Ministry of Nationa l Community Development and Social Affairs, 

1963 E.C), pp. SO-SL 
591mperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of National Com munity development and Social Affairs, "Cooperative 

Development Department Ann ual Report 1964 E.C." (Addis Ababa: Ministry of National community Development 

and Social Affairs, September 1965 E.C.), p. L 

16 



r 

( 

was seen as one of the dev ices to ove rcome most of these prob lems and rai se the productivity, 

income and standard of li ving of farmers and other low income people who were engaged in 

vari ous acti vities60 There were about ten different types of cooperative societies in Ethiop ia as of 

June 1964 E.e. These cooperat ives included Ag ri cu ltural Mul ti -Purpose Cooperatives. There 

were 67 Agricultural Multi-Purpose Cooperati ve Societies in Eth iop ia with a total membership of 

14,665 and a share capital of 1,519,975 birr. Of these, 40 were regi stered and 27 were at a 

promotional stage. Of these 67 societi es, five , namely Qola Diba in Gonda r Awraja in Dambia 

Wtirtida, Walqait-Satit-T-Tumara in Wagara Awraja in Sat it Wtirtida, Abdarafi in Go ndar Awraja in 

Armachiho Wtirdda and Mattama and Mahbara Se ll asie in Ch ilga Awraja in Mattama Wtirtida 

were in the Governo rate General of Begemeder and S imien61 which is now ca lled North Gondar 

Zone. 

The Third Five Year Plan covered the period 1969- 1973174. "Si nce recommendations of the 

Administrative Reform Committee for the improvement of the ad mi nistrati ve and inter-

ministerial coordination were not acted upon until 1966, the govenU11 ent postponed the 

preparation of the third plan .,,62 A one year investmen t program was prepared for 1968. Thanks 

to the new admini strati ve reforms, relevant government departments were involved in the 

preparation of the Third Five Year Plan. Experi ences were ga ined fro m the evaluation of the First 

Five Year Plan and Second Five Year Plan63 It was on ly in thi s plan that the government gave 

proper attention to agriculture. Priority in thi s plan was given to extens ive comm ercial and 

mechanized agr icu lture. The agents of thi s agricultural transformatio n were to be pri vate 

Ethiopians, expatriate concessionaires and the govern ment. The pri vate Ethiopians were 

60Imperiai Ethiopian Government, Ministry of National Community Development and Socia l Affa irs, 
"Implementation Report 1963 E.C" (Addis Ababa: Ministry of National Community Development and Socia l affairs, 
1963 E.C), pp. 50-51. 

61 Imperial Ethiopian Governmen t, Ministry of National Community Development and Socia l Affa irs, "Cooperative 

Development...", p. 2. 
62 Shiferaw Jammo. p. 11. 

" Ibid. 
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particul arl y acti ve in southern Shoa. Private Eth iopians and private concesSlOnatres were also 

active in Satit-Humara in the then north western 8egemeder and Sim ien, bord ering the Sudan. 

Thus, commercia li zation and mechanization became much mo re extens iveM 

Tractors and plant protection chemica ls were exempted from import duti es . Fuel tax exemptions 

aimed to st imulate mechani zati on. Large agrar ian investments. above US $ 200,000, were given 

three to fi ve years income tax re lief. Cheap credi t was also made available through the 

establishment of agri cultura l deve lopment ban ks65 

Generall y speakin g, fore ign investors were granted considerab le benefi ts and fac ilities . All 

such facili ties were also given to Eth iopian citizens and domestic fi rms. Many big agricultura l 

farms were established. Examples are: the Wo nj i and Matahara Suga r Estates, the Tandaho 

Cotton Plantation, the Elaberet Agricultural Fa rm, and the Cotton Plan tation of Tassanay. The 

fi rst three estates were in the Awash va lley whi le the last two were in Er itrea, the then 

northernmost provi nce of Ethiopi a. There we re also many commerc ial farms of smaller size 

operated by Ethiopian nationals in different parts of the country which received benefits66 

Following the Th ird Five Year Plan . the Fourth Five Yea r Plan was prepared and its preparation 

was nearing completion. The Planni ng Office worked out a draft outl ine strategy. A large nu mber 

of planning spec iali sts and committees representing vari ous gove rnment departments participated 

and did extensive work on al ternative macro-econom ic growth pa ths and sectoral strategies and 

poli cies. It was des igned to cover the period 1975-79 but it did not get the chance to li ve and see the 

light of day. 8 0th the government and the plan were swept away by the events of 197467 

"Bahru, A History of Modern Ethiopia ... , p. 194. 
6S John Michael Cohen and Dov Weintraub, Land and Peasants in Imperial Ethiopia: The Social Background to a 

Revolution (Assen: Van Gorcum, 1975), p. 8. 
"K. A. Cherian (Prepared by and ed .) "Agricultura l Plantations in Eth iopia" in Ethiopia To -Day, An Up-To -Date, 
Illustrated Review of Economic Development (Addis Ababa: The Centra l Prin t ing Press, June 1969), p. 42 . 
67 Shiferaw Jammo, p. 13. 
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What happened to employment and income di stribution when these economic policies were 

adopted? When some mechani zati on and large-scale commercial fa nni ng were introduced in 

relati vely uninhabited areas they had positi ve effects on both output and employment. This was 

particularl y true of the Satit-Humara, Abdara fi and Mattama a rea in the north western part of 

Ethiop ia c lose to the Sudanese border. In thi s area large scale cultivation of sesame seeds made it 

poss ible to increase exports. The gove rnment lands newly brought under cu lti vation created new 

jobs and a subsequent new job-creating capacity. Neve rthe less, negati ve consequence of 

mechan ized agriculture in Maltama was the "eviction of the Gumuz people from their old villages 

at Kokit and Warkamba,,68 In the Awash basin, a large number of permanent and semi-permanent 

jobs were created , especially in the sugar pl an tati on. But if one takes into acco unt the number of 

pastorali sts and their dependents di slodged fi'om their land , the net increase in employment was 

rather negative. The total num ber of pastorali sts who had to abandon their land was greater than the 

(, total number of people who found jobs. According to Duri Mohammed, 

The pastoralists lvith their callie herds lI 'ere(orced to abandon 
their traditional grazing lands and seek new marginal lands 
because the new plantation economy had lillie to share with the 
pastoral economy: neither its technical spill-over nor its 
linkage effects could make an impact. These plantations are by 
definition capital-intensive: their manpower requirements are 
very much limited and relatively confined to semi-skilled 
workers, which a pastoral type of economy could hardly 
avail 69 

Though not rea ll y successful , and not the government' s first priority in agri cultural po li cy, an 

attempt to promote peasant agriculture was made. The government set up a unit known as the 

Ex tension Project Im plementation Department (EPID) to co-ordinate minimum package 

6B Dessa legn Bizuneh, "A History of Matamma Town, 1936-1991" (Ma Thesis, Department of History, A.A.U., 
2010), p. 39 . 

69 Duri Mohammed, "Tra cto rs Come Later. Improvements in Local Farm tools and land Reform have Priority" in 

Ceres, Vol. 6, no. 4 (1973), p. 61. 
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programs. The Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA) ran s imi lar programs. A 

good example to this was the Chill alo Agricu ltural Deve lopment Unit (CADU) of 1967 in Arsi. 

The objective of this program was to benefi t the poor peasants. However, it ended up by 

enri ching the already ri ch landlords. 7o According to Dessa legn Rahmato, "Measured aga inst 

CADU'S goa ls and obj ecti ves, mechani zati on is also not to be welcomed because it tends to 

concentrate wea lth and property in the hands of the few.,,7! On the other hand, the Wiillamo 

Agricul tura l Development Unit (W ADU) that was financed by the Un ited Nations Worl d Bank 

was relative ly more successful than the CADU. 72 

An example of the traditional agricul tu re of highland Ethiopia under more favourab le 

conditions of infrastructure than many others was the agriculture in Ada district in eastern Shoa 

that ranges from 1600 to 2400 meters above sea leve l. The distri ct li es 40 kilometers from 

Addis Ababa. Acco rding to E lli s, the di strict had better infrastructures than most areas. The 

district was (and still is) noted for the high quality of ilS leff grain 73 According 10 F. llis, 

It was[ound that the cost a/seedbed preparation by oxen 
was less than the cost a/seedbed preparation by IraClor. 
bllt that threshing by oxen was more cosily than threshing 
by standing Ihresher and traclor. The totai costs 0/ both 
operations, when tractors were assumed to be run 1000 
hours a year 01 67 percent efficiency, and labor in the 
tradilional mode a/production was cosleel [costing] 01 

$1.00 per day, and when improved y ields were assumed, 
. II·d . I 74 were vlrtua Y I entlca .. 

This case, if Elli s is co rrect in hi s costing, thi s wo ul d suggest that tractor fa rming might make no 

difference to costs . 

7OBahru, A History of Modern Ethiopia ... , p. 194. 
71 Dessalegn Rahmato, "Moral Crusaders and In cipient Capitalists: Mechanized Agriculture and its Criti cs in 

Ethiopia" in "Proceedings of the Third Annual Seminar of the Department of History (Addis Ababa University, 1986), 

p.7l. 
71 Bahru, A History of Modern Ethiopia .. . , p. 195. 
73 Gene Ellis, "The Economics of Tractorization and the Dynamics of Growth in Ada District Ethi op ia, presented 

at the Fifteenth Annual Meeting of the Africon Studies Association (Philadelphia: Mount Saint Vincent University, 
1972), pp. 2-3. 

74 Ibid., p. 9. 
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The areas that attracted both loca l and foreign investors were Arss i province, the Rift valley, and 

the Siitit-Humara area7 5 

Table 2: Total Land Area under Mechanization up to 1975 

Region A rea in I-I ectares 

Arss i province 32,000 

Ri ft Valley 32,000 

Awash Val ley 52,000 

I-Iulllara Area · 176,000 

Others ( inc. Ada, Bale, Cheffa, [(affa, Harral', Wallaga, etc) 25,000 

Total 317,000 

Rounded to 320,000 

Source: Oessalegn Rahmato, The Peasant and {he Slale:. , p. 84. 

Note o : It is only for mechanized farmi ng. 

The following chapter of my dissertation descri bes the beginnings and hi sto ry of the new 

farming at Abdarafi and Miittiima. 

75 Dessalegn Rahmato, The Peasant and the State: Studies in Agrarian Change in Ethiopia 19505-20005 (Addis 
Ababa: Addis Ababa University Press, 2009), p. 83. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

GEOG RAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF' T I·I E STUDY AREAS 

INTROD UCT ION 

The areas of my di ssertation resea rch are Abdarafi and Mattiima. Geographically they are fou nd 

in what is the extreme northwestern pari of what was once the Governorate General of the 

Begemeder and Simien qo/la (low lands) bordering the Sudan. 

Thi s chapter will di scuss the geographica l and hi storica l background of Abdarafi and Mattama. 

Both areas that are fo und in the then Begemeder and Simien bordering the Sudan were suitable 

for mechani zed farmin g. Th is chapter will briell y exp lain how Ihese lowl and areas were 

inaccess ib le and wild , unculti vated wastelands before the 1950s, with poor infrastru cture, scarce 

resources and rampant malari a, leishmanias is (ka la-azar) and other dangerous di seases, little 

drinking water and in general hazardous to heal th. 

2.1 ABDARAFI 

According to the Eth iopian Mi nistry of Agriculture, Institute of Agri cultu ral Research, 

ecologically, both Abdarafi and Manama are paris of the western lowlands extending from North 

Western Eri trea to the Gambel la area and further south. I 

Abdarafi (a lso called Abdiir-Rafi or Abdurafi) is found in what was once Begemeder and Sim ien 

Governorate General in Gondar Zuria Awraja (now North Gondar Zone) . It is a qolia (lowland) 

area. During the imperial period 196 167, Abdarafi was a vil lage under Armach iho Waracla in 

Tach Armachiho. The centre of admini stration of Armachiho was Tikil Dingay. Under 

Armachiho Waracla there were 5 lI1ikili/ ll'araclas, namely, Ga lagii r, Jani Fankiira, Ketch, Lay 

llnstitute of Agricu ltural Research (IAR), Ministry of Agriculture, , "Report of the Survey Mission on the 

Agricultural Development of Setit Humera Area" (Addis Ababa: M inistry of Agricultu re, Institute of Agricultural 
Resea rch, 31" October-3

d 
November, 1967), p. 9. 
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Map I: Map of Ethiopia Showing Nat ional Boundaries and Provinces in the Imperial Period 
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Source: John M. Cohen and Dov. Weintraub, Land and Peasants in Imperial Ethiopia. The 
Social Background to a Revolution (Van Gorcum and Compo B.V-Assen, the Netherlands, 1975), 
p. cover page. 
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Map 2: The Seven Awrajas of Begemeder and Simien, 19705. 
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Source: "Ba Begemederna Simien Taqlay Gizal HultitaFiaw Ya Edgalna Lima! Seminar, 

Ka Hidar 15 qan Eska Hidar 21 qan 1964 E.C "., p. cover page. 
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Armachiho, and Tach Armachiho. The po li tical centers of these lI1ikitil wtiri:idas we re Waynotch, 

Jankiiw, Bajana Maryam, Chilquana, and Godobe respective ly2 

At the begi nning o f the 1960s, human settl ement in Abdarafi was sca rce. But after the 

establi shment of mode rn and other agri culture in the area people sta rted to come and more 

settl ement began. In 1972, within one year of modern agri cultural deve lopment, the tota l 

number of both permanent and seasonal peak population in the different vill ages and farm sites 

of Abdarafi , Abraha-Enjii ra, the Police Farm, Grar Wuha and Marzanab were 6,700 (permanent) 

and 3,600 (seasona l) respectively. This brought the tota l number of the popu lation to 10,300.3 

Population increase in Abdarafi and the other cooperative farms of the area was up by 130 per 

cent during the seasonal peak beginning in .Iune and ex tending into October and November4 

Table 3 Projected I'opulm ioll (Estimates) fo r Selected Towns: 1984-1988 G C 

Waradal 2007 198'1 1985 1986 1987 1988 
Town BOlh M F BOI I1 ~- 1~ SOlh ,\·1 F Il()\h 

-
M F iJolh " F 8 0111 M F 

Sexcs 
16.99T 

Sexes 
1""""D68 

Scxc, Se.xcs Sexes Sc):cs 

Mirab 15075 80S 1 5,976 Tt98 6213 JHO 2882 6469 3468 JOOI 6737 3611 3125 7015 3760 3254 

Annah iho 
TOWI1 

~ 1'Wi- ~ ~ ~1~ <1244 2.~68 --u;so ---s98 ~ --;m- ~ 9"7J ---s:;s-~ ~ 1<)7~ IO~5 919 

Jira Town 
Abdarafi 10831 5,81.' 5,018 4.287 2 .. ,01 1.<)86 ,/46./ 23% 2068 46.jS '~ 215.1 4840 2~9R 2242 50-10 2705 2335 

Town .. " , 
Note . Backward ProJect lOll IS mad e based on the 2007 Pile results . No te . The popu latIOn te rm should I thlilk be estllnated but the I HC term IS 

"projected" and I the re10rc usc the PHC. Source: Cenfral S{(Jlisfical Agellcy. Populatioll Gild Housil1g Cel/sus of Ethiopia 2007. 

Curren tly, the Sex Rati o (number of males/number of fema les) X 100 of Abdarafi is 121.8.5 

Accordi ng to informants, the first settl ers in the area we re the Amhara peop le o f Arll1achiho. 

Abdarafi is di stant from Gondar, Mattama, and Humiira 230, 109 and 87 kilometers 

' Ya Ethiopia Nigusa Nagast Mangist. Yogar Gizat Minister Ma,ihet (1953-1959), p. 161. 
3 Tippetts-Abbett-McCarthy-Stratton Checchi and Company (TAMS),I-Iumara Agricultural Development Proiect 

(HADP) Minis try of Agri culture, "Th e Humera Repo rt: Resource and Developmen t Planning" Volum e 2 Surveys, 

Prepared for t he Ministry of Agriculture, Addis Ababa and New York, 1974, p. 121. 
4 Ibid., p. 120. 
5 Aynalem Adugr'ia, "Amhara demograhy and health" (July, 2014), p. 11. 
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respectively6 Rainfall that comes from May to October is between 500-1000 mm. The area is 

very hot with a mean annual temperature that ranges from 32°c to 44°c. Malaria was and sti ll is 

rampant during the rainy season and earl y settl ement was deterred by a hi gh mortality rate. 

Malaria is a debilitating and often fata l di sease that causes alternate fever and shi vering (cold 

chil ls shaking the body). Malaria is transmitted by spec ies of the genus anophe les mosquit0 7 

Th is seri ous problem preven ted neighboring hi ghl anders from exp loiting the land on a permanent 

settlement basis. But thi s did not mean that there was no farming at all. There was small scale 

farming in small areas of cultivated lands8 In Ethi op ia three-fourths of land below 2000 meters 

is estimated to be malarious 9 The highest preva lence of mal ari a in J-iumiira is seen in the months 

of August to November and the lowest preva lence is seen in the months of March and April. 'o 

Symptoms of malaria cons ists of fe ver, malaise, weakness, gast rointest inal complaints, 

neurologic complaints, headache, back pain, chi II and or/cough. II Eth iop ia started to fight agai nst 

malaria more than haifa century ago. According to Aynalem, 

Initially malaria control began as pilot control projects in the 
1950s and then it "'as launched as a national eradication 
campaign in the 60s[01l01l'ed by a control strategy in the 70s. 
The eflort has seen alternating periods of success and 
failures. In 1976 the vertical organization known as the 
National Olganization for the Control ofJIIIalaria and other 
Vector-borne Diseases (NOCA1VD) evolvedfi'om the Malaria 
Eradication Service (MES). As in the case everywhere 

6 Girma Melese, "Begemeder and Simien Problems and Prospects for Development" (January 1976), 
pp.1O·11. 

7 "Malaria," The New Encyclopaedia Britanico, Microppaedia Ready Reference 15
th 

ed. 2005 Vol. 7, pp. 
724·725. 

8 ln forma nts: Yitbarek Mangistu and Yohannis Wandimu (Abd arafi Office of Agriculture, Development 

Agents) and Tasfaya Warku. 
' Aynalem Adugna, " Malaria in Ethiopia" in Ethiopian Oemography and Health, (Ju ly 2014), p. 2. 
10 Tesfaye M engesha, Yohannes Tsegaye and Hai lu Yenenen, "The Epidemiology of M alaria in Humera, 

N.W Ethiopia" in Ethiopian Journal Health Science, Volum e 10, No. 2 (July 2000), p. 137. 
11 "Treatment of Malaria (Guidelines for Clinicians)", in Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

(Atlanta, July 2013), p. 1. 
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elsewhere malaria is endemic, the disease is far pom being 
/ ' 2 conquerec, . 

According to informants, fanners In my di ssertation areas in the 1960s and 1970s were using 

quinine aga inst malari a. Quinine tablet we re sometimes di stributed free of charge to farmers by 

the Ministry of Hea lth from Asmara. But the di stribution was not consistent. The bi g farmers 

used to go to Asmara in orde r to buy quinine tab lets with the ir own money. The in formants sa id 

that the cost of the quinine was cheap. Seasonal labourers in the different farming sites did not in 

most cases have access to quin ine. They used traditional methods of protection . They smeared 

their bodies with garlic and in rare cases with diese l fuel ( iffarmers gave it then) during the ni ght 

time. They believed that the insects wou ld not bite them due to the smell of the garli c and the 

diesel. In fact many seasonal labourers caught malaria , as noted below in chapter four. The 

informants also sa id that the malaria eradication workers sprayed DDT twice a yea r in their areas 

ano gave anti-malaria education to th ell1. 13 

Quinine has been used as a prophylactic for malaria Since the Ii" century. It was the first 

treatment for malaria.I '1 However, "Quinine may cause side effects, such as nausea, restlessness, 

diffi cu lty hearing or ringing in the ears, confusion and nervousness."IS 

DDT was developed as a modern insecticide in the 19405. At the beginn ing, it was used to 

combat malaria, typhus, and other insect-borne human di seases.16 Sprayi ng of DDT exposes 

people serious hea lth effects. Acco rding to sc ienti sts, " it should onl y be used as a last resort in 

12 Aynalem, p. 1. 

13 Informants: Za naba Balay, Tibi3bu Warqu and Barihun Gabramichael. 
14 M ichel le Bryner, "What is Quinine?" in Live Science, (Apri l 14, 2014), p. 1. 

15 "Quinine", in US National Library of Medicine, Us Department of Health and Human Services National 

Institute a[Health (February 1,2011), p. 1. 
16"D DT_A Brief Hi story and States," in United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) (August, 

2015), p. 1. 
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combating malari a." 17The use of DDT was banned by the Stock holm Conventi on of the United 

Nations in 200 1. However, since then, Ethiopia and nine other nat ions "noti ti ed the treaty 's 

Secretariat that they are using it. 'S According to Environmental Health News, countri es should 

combat malari a without DDT by using alternat ive methods, "such as controllin g stagnant 

ponds ... and us in g bed nets treated with parathyroid insecti cides,,'9 Good bed nets, properl y 

used, are a secure protecti on aga inst the bite of malar ia-ca rrying mosquitoes. Only one of my 

informants suggested that "a few rich farmers" in my research areas mi ght have used nets 

bought from Suda n20 He was not certain about thi s in fo rmation. It seems therefore, that at most 

only a few farm ers used bed nets in the peri od of my di sserta lion and probably none at al l. 

Migrant wo rkers certainly had no nets. 

World wide, after malari a and sleeping sickness, le ishmani asis or ka la-aza r is the third most 

im portant vector bo rne di sease. In Ethiopia a serious outbreak of visceral le ishmanias is was 

reported among migrant agricultural labourers near the Sudanese borde r of Northwest Ethiopia in 

1978." Visceral Leishmaniasis (VL) is in fact a growing problem in the area. It is carri ed from 

animals to people, or between peop le, th rough the bite o r a pa ras iti c sand-ny (see photograph I). 

Without treatment, the di sease is almost a lways fatal n James McCann has also stressed that both 

17 Enviromenta l Health Science,"Should DDT be used to com bot malaria?" in Scientific Americon Marlo 

Cone and Environment Health News (May 4, 2009), p. 1. 
18 Ibid., p. 2. 

19 lbid . 

20 Informant: Barihun. 

21 Getah un Mangistu and Salata Ayala, "Viscera l Leishmaniasis and H1V Co-infection in Patients Admitted 

to Gondar University Hospital, Northwest Ethiopia" (2007), p. 1 unpublished report to the hospital given to 

me by these two Doctors. 

22Medicins Sans Frontieres (MSF-USA), "Doctors without Borders, Intern ational Activity Report 2005: 

Ethiopia", pp. 1-3. 
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humans and domestic animals are discouraged by this disease from year-round habitation ?) 

Leishmaniasis or kala-azar is 

Characterized by a range of symptoms, including f ever, 
weight loss, weakness, hepatomegaly, lymphadenopathy 
and splenomegaly. VL ... , translates to "black disease ", 
because of the skin pigmentation that can be a symptom. 
The incubation period ranges from three to eight 
months. Infected individuals are therefore unlikely to 
develop symptoms for several months after infection. 24 

Photograph /: Sandfly 

Source: Malaria Consortium, "Leishmaniasis Control in Eastern Africa: Past and Present Efforts and 

Future Needs. Situation and Gap Analysis " (Funded by COM DIS, a Research Programme Consortium coordinated 

by the Nuffield Centre for International Health and Development, University of Leeds, supported by the 

Department for International Development, UK, November 2010), p. 17. 

Leishmaniasis is transmitted by the female sand-fly. In Eth iopia, "cutaneous leismaniasis is 

endemic in highland .. . and it is caused .. . by L. aethiopica and occasionally by L. tropica and L. 

major. Visceral leishmaniasis (kala-azar) is mainly found in arid and semi-arid areas and is 

caused by L. donovani. " 25 

23James McCann, itA Durra Revolution and Frontier Agriculture in Northwest Ethiopia: 1898-1920" in 
Journal of African History (Volume 31, 1, 1990), p. 122. 

24 Malaria Consortium, p. l. 
25 Kidist Zealiyas, "Anti-Promastigate and haemolytic activity of selected Ethiopian traditional plants 

used for treatment of leishmaniasis" in Proceeding a/the Scientific Review Workshop on the ongoing 
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MSF- USA ru ns programs in no rthwestern Ethi op ia to treat peop le who have th is deadl y di sease, 

v iscera l lei shmaniasis. The project is operated in Humara and Abdarafi 26 The MSF is handling 

its project in s ide Abdiirafi . T he Abdara fi program a lso offers nutriti o na l support for pat ients and 

treatment for malnouri shed children 27 Anti-malaria prophy lacti c tabl ets we re not avail abl e until 

after the I 970S28 a nd there was nothin g ava ilab le to prevent kala-aza r. 

The natura l vegetati on of Abdii ra fi is com posed of species o f different acac ia trees w ith much 

grass growing beneath them. Wi ld anima ls and birds that used to li ve in the forest included 

eland , e lephant, g iraffe, bushb uck, li on, ostri ch, bush du ike r, oribi (ourebia ourebi), klipspringer, 

leopa rd , partridge and guinea hen, but fanning and huntin g have a lmost e liminated the m.'9 

According to in formants, durin g the stru gg le of the Sudanese agai nst th e Briti sh co loniali sts, the 

Ethi opian officia ls of the time are sa id to have a ll owed some of what my info rm ants ca ll ed 

" freedom fighte rs" (but perhaps crimin als in flig ht of ba ndit s) to use Abda rafi as a she lter durin g 

the ir "stru ggle", probab ly in the I 920s. Ddjazmach Ayalew Birru ( 1892- 1945) who was the Slnlln 

(head) of Wagiira in 19 16, Shul17 of S im ien in 1928, and the commander-i n-chi e f of the Imperial 

Arm y from 19 17 to 19 18, is a lso sa id to have g iven them so me weapo ns30 Probab ly thi s local 

friendl y relationsh ip between Ethiopians and Sudanese he lped to develop com merc ial contacts. 

Ethi opian catt le and coffee were exchanged aga in st Sudanese rock sa il , coo kin g o il , onions and 

abujtidi chdrq (calico-a type of heavy cotton c loth that is usua ll y plain wh ite). Such social 

interact ion a lso induced Ethiop ians to learn Arab ic. In Abda ra fi a lmost everybody can speak the 

Efficacy and Safety Investigations of Traditionally used Medical Plonls in Ethiopia, November 15-17,2013 
IAmba, Ethiopia: Ethiopian Public Health Institute), p. 17. 

26 Medicins Sans Frontieres, "Doctors withou t Borders," (MSF-USA) ... p. l. 

27 "MSF-Holland Abdu rafi Project," 2014, p.3, Informant: Tasfaya an d Damaqa. 
28 Paul Henri Lambert, "Ma laria: Past and Present" in Lis ts of Nobel Prizes and Laureates (2014), pp. 4-5 
29 Informants: Sergeant Maru Baqala, Basho Adugiia Warqu , Colonel Tigabu Tadla and Nagadu Abata. 

30 Informants: Sa lamon Guadu, Getu Alam u, Abay Salamon, Aba ra T~agaya, Aschalaw Ayalew, and Jajaw 
T,ah aya. 
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Arabic language. Currently fi ve languages are spoken in Abdarafi. These are Amharic , Tigriiiiia, 

Arab ic, Agaw and A/an Oromo. Abdarafi (Abdar-Rafi or Abdurafi) means in Arabic "(where) 

Abder left. ,,)1 

The Anga ra b Ri ver, also known as Bahr-as-Salam which in Arabic means " Ri ver of Peace", is a 

ri ver of Ethiopia and Eastern Sudan, and one of the tributaries of the Nil e. It ri ses near Daqwa, 

north of Gondar in the present Amhara Region , flowing west to jo in the Atba rah River. The 

district of Armachiho is located along part of the flow. The primary drinking wa ter source for the 

city of Gondar is the Angii rab Reservoir, fed by the Angarab River. On the other hand, the 

Atbarah River, also known as the Guang River, is a ri ver that ri ses in the Ethiopian hi ghlands 

west ofGondar not far from Lake Tana32 The people in Abdarafi and its surroundi ng areas claim 

that the Guang River is the border line that separates Ethiopia from Sudan. Th is ri ver flows 

o 
northwest into Suda n, where it joins the larger Tiikiize tributary of the Blue Ni le. The 

Atbarah/Guang now Takaze then j oins the Ni le at the town of Atbarah. North of the Anga rab 

River are found the mountainous regions of Simien. ~alamt , Walqail. and ~agade. South of the 

Angiiriib River is found the large territory of Armach iho where Abdiirafi is found. This area was 

the center of a very strong resistance movement of the Ethiop ian patriots aga inst the Italian 

Fasci st occupation and its brutal ity, led by the prominent leaders of the patriots of Begemeder 

and Simien (later Gondar province) li ke Filal1'rari (later /"CIs) Wubniih Tassiima (Amorall' 

, Wubniih or Wubniih the Eagle) and Biflw'idtid Adana Miikonan. Annachi ho, owing to its 

pos ition and its difficu lt terra in, was once covered with th ick and inaccessib le forest, was once 

beyond any outs ide control and remains up to today an area of in stability and lawl essness. The 

31lnforrnants: Aschalaw, Jajaw, Sergeant Maru and Basha Adugna . 
31 Major Rivers of Ethiopia, Photo Album, Ethiopia about Ethiopia (2014)' pp. 1-2; Informan ts: Sergeant 

Maru, Basho Adugfia, and Colonel Tigabu. 

31 



c 

l 

population of Armachiho had a tradit ion and a pract ice of independence and in violabi li ty of their 

territory, given that they had never been known to pay taxes to the Nigus (Kin g) . and hi s troops 

had never penetrated into the region to assert sovereignty. In the recent past Armachiho was 

considered not onl y as a safe asyl um for outl aws and shiftas (bandits, rebels), but also was 

equa ll y a storehouse of arms pillaged from pass ing ca ravans. It was known that a nou ri shing 

trade in ill ega l arms and other goods was carried on from Armach iho. 33 

In 1935 when the Italians came to in vade Ethiopia, the path they followed was from Asmara to 

Om Hajar, from Om Hajar to Abdarafi , from Abdarafi to Godiib6, from Godab6 to Miittiima and 

from Mattama to GondaI'. The Italians bu ilt their mi li tary camps at Abdara ri and Godab6. The 

Ethiopian patriots li ke Fifawrari Zamu Mintasnot, Filawrari Yilma Tagalie, Fifawrari Bahta 

Sirat, F ifawrari Abara Ayala, Fifawrari Abiira Giday and F itawrari Kidane Ayala courageo usly 

fou ght the Italians. On one occasion in 1935 they burned nine military trucks, and wiped out a 

Fascist force at a place ca ll ed Abba Sa maw Kumar (i n Arabic, Kumar is the name of a tree 

(tamaridvo indica) in Abdarari. Hence the majo r role Annachiho played in res isting the Fasc ist 

occupation was probabl y the backgrou nd to the Fascist dec ision to modify the border of northern 

Gondar. On Feb. 5, 1939 Fasc ist offi cia ls in Asmara modi lied the border between Eritrea and 

Am hara, transferri ng the whole of northern Go ndar, north of the A ngarab , to the Eritrean 

34 government. 

Abdarafi was an inaccess ible and wild , almost uncu ltivated wasteland before the I 950s. It was 

only in the 1950s that the land sta rted to be more cu lti vated. Copying the farm ers in Siitit-

Humara, different individ ua ls from the surrounding area started fann ing with oxen in Abdarafi. 

33 Inform ants: Salamon Guadu, Getu, Abay, Abara, Aschalaw and Jajaw. 
34 Informa nts: Mangistu, Alana, Fiseha Asras, and Gabra Egziabher. 
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Among those indivi duals the most important fi gure to be mentioned here is Ala Waksum 

Niiwiitii. He was the bcd/abal in Annachiho and Qtibtille Slnlln of Abdarafi. It was th is man who 

laid the foundat ion for the deve lopment of Abdara fi to wtirtida leve l afte r pract ici ng farmin g first 

with oxen and later with tractors35 Thi s wi II be di scussed in greater depth in chapter three. 

(l In both the Imperial and Diirg Periods, Abdarafi was under Tach Armachiho Wtirtida. According 

to informants, it became the seat of the Wiiriida governor from 197 1 onwa rds. The first Wiiriida 

administrato r was Ala Tiigiii1i'ie Bitiiw and his Deputy was Ala Vilma Zalalaw. Ala Vi lma 

Zalalaw was once captured and sent to prison by the Sudanese government whi le visiting spring 

water at Koradam, owing to the long-standing di spute over whether land along the Guang Ri ver 

was Ethiopian or Sudanese territory. It was th rough the interven tion and dipl omatic effo rt of 

Emperor Hail e Selass ie that he was released. It should also be remembered Ihal Ihe Ethiopian 

side of the border was kept by ineffi cient ttirtijtiPii'iach (bo rder guards). A ttirtijtii'ilia was 

ass igned every month to keep the border. Part of Semien Gondar Zone, Tach Annachiho was 

bordered on the south by Lay (upper) Annachiho and Ch il ga. on the southwest by Miitl iima. on 

the west by Mirab Armachiho, on the north by ~agad e, on the east by Dabat, and on the south 

east by Wagara36There will be more exp lanation on these ttirtijtii'ii'iach in chapter 7 that 

di scusses the pl'Oblem of the border and di sputed territory. 

With the coming of the Ethiopian People's Revolut ionary Democratic Front (E PRDF) to power 

new admi nistrati ve arrangements were formed. The Amhara Nat ional Regional State on its part 

did the same thing. Accord ing to the new and still current administrati ve arrangement of the 

35 Ya Begemederna Simien Taqlay Gizat Police, YO Begemederna Simien Toq/oy Gizot Police Aba/otch Yd 
Ersho timot Mohbiir Mii,ihet (Addis Ababa: Arti stic Printing Press, 1963 E.C), pp . 5-10; Informants: Abara, 
Mangistu, Ala na, Salamon Hunaiiaw. 

3& Liqu Ejigu, Yd Kibur Bitwdddd Adana Mdkonan Abba D%r Yd Hiwdt Tarik (Addis Ababa: Artistic 
Printing Press, 1977 E.C), pp. 237 & 246; Informants: Abara, Mangistu, Fiseha, Getu, an d Ascha law. 
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Waradas in North Gondar, the town of Abdara fi became part of Mirab Armachiho under 

Abraha-Enjara, which in Ti griii na language means "Abraha 's bread", also known as Abraha-Jira 

which in A/an Orolllo mean s "A braha is present" or "Abraha is here." The place is also ca ll ed 

Abraha .Iiraf, whi ch in Amhari c means "A braha the plowman 's whip." Abdarafi lost its WCirCida 

(, 
status and became a sub-WCirCida. This created dissati sfaction alllong the peo ple of the area. Then 

Abdarafi became one among the newly organized urban cen ters with muni cipa l status as of Ju ly 

5,2004. It became a sub-m unicipa lity under orth Gondar Zone. A mayor was ass igned to run 

the local government in December 2014. Located at the north western poi nt of Semien Gondar 

Zone, Abdarafi is bordered on the north by the Tigray Regiona l State towns of Humara and Mai 

Khad ra at 65 and 95 kilometers respecti ve ly, on the south by Mattiima Yohan ni s at 29 kms., on 

the east by ~agad e and its WCirCida town of Abraha-Enj ti ra and on the west by neighbor ing Sudan 

b at 28 kms. (See Map 2). There is a sma ll Sudanese town on the border. The name of thi s sma ll 

o 

town is Assira . It is a com mercia l town under Gedari f. Fr iday is its market day. There is free 

movement of people. Ethiop ians from Abdarafi can go to Ass ira and the Sudanese people can 

come from Ass ira to Abdarafi. It takes two hours on foot. There is smugg li ng. The smugglers are 

both Eth iopians and Sudanese. They smu ggle especially weapons37 

2.2 MATTAMA 

Mattama (a lso kn own as Mattama Yohann is) is found in what was once the Governorate General 

of Begemeder and Simien in Chil ga AlvrcU'a on the bord er with Suda n. Across the border is 

Sudanese Gallabat. According to Horl1luzd Rassam, the name "Mal1~ima" comes rrom the Arabic 

Nflllamm for "the place of cutting, or term ination-indicati ng the end of Muslim provi nces", 

37Zikre·Hig of the Council of the Amhara National Regiona l State in the Federal Democratic Repu blic of 
Ethiopia, The Amhara Notional Regional State Newly Organized Municipalities Revenue Ton!! 

Determination, Council of the Regional Government Regulation Regulation No. 20/2004; Ministry of 
Agricul ture, "The Humara Report, Appendices", p. 24; Inform ants : Getu, Ab<JY, Abi:ira, Ascha law,Jajaw, 
Nagadu I and Gi rm a Mogas. 
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although at the time the settl ement was better known as "Suk ul-Ga ll abat" ("the market of 

Ga ll abat,,)38 Miitt iima wdrdda is loca ted about 900 kms. northwest of Addis Ababa and about 

180 kms. west of Gondar city. Currentl y it is one of the most remote wdrddas of the Amhara 

Regional State. It has an international bo undary of 111 0re than 60 kms. length between Ethiopia 

and Sudan. Part of North Gondar Zone, MiiWima is bo rdered on the south by Quara, on the west 

by Sudan, on the north by Mirab Armachiho, on the northeast by Tach Armachiho, on the east by 

Chilga, and on the southeast by Oakusa. Towns in MiiWima include Shiihdi, Miittiima Yohannis, 

and Shinfa39 

Before the 1960s no one li ved in Miittiima ouside Mattiima Yohanni s except a few Gu muz in the 

Kok it area and probably some Qimant. It was inaccess ib le to human settl ement. According to 

Dessa legn Bi zuneh, in 1938, the population of Mii ttal11a Yohannis was 3000. There were more 

Eritreans than any others40 Due to the deve lopment of modern agricultu re in Mattii ma Wdrtida, 

other new towns li ke Shiihdi , Shinfa, Koki t and Ganda Wuha were estab li shed and grew with 

population settl ement. Population increase in Miittama and in the other agricultura l developl11 ent 

areas was 130 per cent during the seasonal peak beginni ng in June and ex tending into October 

and November. 41 

38 Horm uzd Rassam, Narrative of the Brit ish Mission to Theodore King of Abyssinia (London: Jo hn Murray, 

1869), p.1S8. 
39 Th e International livestock Resea rch Inst itute (ILR1) and the Min istry of Agricu lture and Rural 

Development (MoARD), "Meterna Pilot Learning Site Diagnosis and Program Design" (July 200S), p. 7. 
40 Dessalegn Bizuneh, p. 19. 

41TAM S, "Th e Humera Report: Reso urce ... ", p.120. 
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According to So lomon, ", .. the Matamma- Humara towns attracted between 80,000 and 150,000 

migrants. The c ity [Gondar] had almost tr ipled the size of its popu lation. In 1960 the est imated 

popu lation of Gond aI' was 29,700 and in 1964 it had grown to 44,508.,,42 

Table 4: Projected Population (Estimates) for selected IOwns: 1984- 1988 G.C 

Wdradal 2007 198'1 1<)85 1986 19::;7 I OS8 
Town Booh " F BOlh M F BOlh /0..( F BOIl! " F 130lh " 

, Both " F 
Se.~es Sexes "m Se.~es sexes Sexes 

M1Mma 2969' 1 ~ 128 14310 11754 ''''' 5767 12240 6235 0"'" 127~5 &192 6253 13211 87'" 6S lI 13819 7039 87'" 
Jl'6md(l 

M~1Iiirn~ 10171 ~~6 5125 4026 1997 2028 41 92 2080 2112 4365 2165 2199 4545 2255 2290 4733 2348 2385 
Yohnnncs 
TO"l1 
Sh~l\{h 1537 8)' 70J 608 n" 278 6n 344 290 660 '" '02 687 37J ,1< 713 '88 327 
To"," 
Shinfa 3928 2005 1923 1555 794 761 1619 826 793 1686 860 825 1755 '" '" 1828 933 ---s95 
Toml 
Kokn 2120 1467 1253 1017 581 49(;- IiTI ~ ---;u;- 1167 630-~ Il l S 6S6 "" ~ 68J -m-
TO"l1 
Qimla 11 342 5776 5566 H89 2286 220J ... " 2J80 229.1 '867 2.179 2389 "'Oll ~~81 2·187 ~278 2688 2590 
\Yuh 
T O",l1 

7 No te: Bilclm'lII d Projec tio n IS lIIad e ba sed 0 11 th e 2007 I He res ult s 

Source: Central Statistical Agency, Pop ulation and Housing Census of Ethiopia 2007 

Currently, the sex ratio of the two towns MiitUima Yohan ni s and Shiihdi IS 12 1.8 and I 18. 1 

. I '13 respective y. 

Lying on the mall1 trade route from Senn aI' (S innar) to GondaI', Manama/ Ga ll abat grew in to a 

trade centre of some importance, This location not on ly made the settl ement a major market place, 

but also a major slave market in the 19'h century 44 Accordi ng to Abd ussamad, 

Elhiopian slaves under Ihe name Habash (A byssinian or Elhiopian) 
had a high demand inlhe markels o/Arabia and Ihe Middle Easl in 
the second hal/of the nineleenlh cenlury. Male slavesji-ol11 Elhiopiu 
served as boc01guards, servanls and IreaSllrers 10 rulers, Sheikhs 
and rich merchanls of Arabia. The demand for female Elhiopian 
slaves who were brighl-yel/ow or dark-brown was even higher, as 
Ihe well-Io-do made Ihem ,·vives and concubines . 

The principal sources 0/ slaves, all 0/ wholl'l passed Ihrough 
Jl;falamnw, Ihe inland pori on Ihe Elhio-Sudanese bordei'. and 

42 Solomon, p. 248.Note: the ri se of Gondar's popu lation was not "tripled"as Solomon says bu t had grown 
very quickly. 

43 Ayna lem, p. 11. 

" Richard Pankhurst, Economic His tory of Ethiopia 1800-1935 (Addis Ababa: Hail e Sellassie I 
University Press, 1968), pp. 97-98. 
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J\;fassawa and Tqjura on the Red Sea, were the south-western parts 
0/ Ethiopia. Slaves came mainly;;'oll7 Kaj!a, Maji, Gamu, Gimira, 
Go/a, Wallayta, Kulla and Kama. Mas! slaves, there/ore, originated 
/i-om the Oromo and Sidama countly. 45 

The altitude of Mattama ranges from 550 to 1608 meters ."6 It IS very hot. The average 

temperature of the wa rmest month is 400c and the average annual temperature is 320
C

4 7 The 

mean an nual rain fa ll ranges from about 700 to around 11 00 mm' s High temperature is an 

environmenta l problem which someti mes causes crop fai lures due to high evapotransp iration'9 

The ri sk of malaria was and st ill is very great since Mattama is found in the ext reme lowland. 

For instance, according to Simoons, writing on the 1950s situation, 

Metema is considered a punishment post /01' the police, civil 
oflicials, and school teachers who are assigned there by the 
government. Many 0/ the Amhara sent 10 J\!fetema leave their 
families sa/ely behind in the highland and besiege their superiors 
with petitions requesting to return to the cool, pleasant, relatively 

-0 
healthy plateau. J 

The town of Mattama traces its or igins to the Ttikruri sett lers (Mus li m pilgrims who remained in 

Mattama and I-I umara) comi ng from central Africa mostl y from Darfur. 5I Before the 

development of modern agriculture most of the land was covered wi th natural vegetation . The 

natu ral vegetat ion consisted of di ffe rent acac ia spec ies with a lot of grass under them. Mattama is 

one of the wtirtidas where gum and incense is co ll ected . There is an extens ive area that is 

45Abdussamad H. Ahmad, "Eth iopian Slave Exports at Matamma, Massawa and Tajura c. 1830 to 1885" in 

Wil liam Gervase Clarence- sm ith,{ed .) The Economics of the Indian Ocean Slave Trade in the Nineteenth Century 

(London: Fran k Cass, 1989), p. 93. 
46 Frederi ck J. Simoons, Northwest Ethiopia : Peoples and Economy (Mad ison: The University of W isconsin Press, 

1960), p. 8. 
47 M amo Morka and Atnafu Ma li a, "Ya Mattama Yohannis Katama Masaratawi Plan Riport" (Bahir Dar, NahasE 

2004), p. 15. 
48 ILR I and MoARD, p. 7 b. 

49 Ka hsay Berhe and Ian Campbell, "Environmental Assessment and Screening Report on the Project of 

Im provi ng Produc tivity and Market Success of Ethiopian Farmers, Pilot learn ing Woreda: Metema" Presented to 

Canad ian International Development Agency (CIDA) (2006), p. 5. 
50 Simoons, p. 58. 

51 Henry Dutton, Narrative of a Journey through Abyssinia in 1862-3; with an Appendix on the Abyssinian 

Captives Question (London : Chapman and Hall, 1867), pp. 40-41. 
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covered with incense trees and currentl y there are three pri vate compan ies in vo lved in harvesting 

incense with a capac ity of about 500 quinta ls annuall y. The area is a lso known for growing 

bamboo. On the way from Gondar to Shahdi (or Ganda Wu ha) , the wtirtido town since 1978, 

many of the houses were made of bamboo 52 

The forests were used as grazing lands for li vestock brought fro m other areas, espec ial ly from the 

Sudan. Wild animals that used to li ve in the forest included eland , elephant , li on, waterbuck, 

greater kudu , buffa lo, bush buck, bush duiker, etc. There was also a wide va ri ety of birds like 

partridge, guinea hen and ostrich . However, as for the Abdarafi area, these have nearl y all 

disappeared. 

The town of MaWima Yohann is, which was the seat of the weirdda gove rnor from its 

establishment in 1946, was a centre of interaction for more than a century for people who came 

hom different parts or the country. MaWima was also a lI1ikilil wtiri:ida and its centre of 

ad ministration was Awateho. The six major languages spoken in the town are Amharic, Tigrififia , 

Gumuz, Qimant, Afan Oromo and Arabic. The majo rit y o r the inhabi tants are Orthodox Chri stians 

while Musl ims are the second largest group. Mattama Yohannis and Sudanese Gallabat next to it 

are borderland towns. They are separated by a small normall y dry ri ver known as the Am ira. 

There is a small bridge over the Amira dry river that connects the two. There are Customs offices 

and Immigration offices on both sides of the fronti er but there is free movement of people during 

the daytime (12 hours), between these two towns, Mattama and Gallabat. It should be 

remembered that Sudan has border controls to Ethiopia at Humara and Maltama. The cross ing 

52 ILRI and MoARd, p. 9. 
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through Mattama (Ethiopia) is the most popular and from there one can catch a bus to Gondar. In 

Sudan, one can travel to Gadaref and get an early morning start to the border town of Gallabat.53 

Photograph 2: The border line between Ethiopia and Sudan (or between Mdttdma Yohannis and Ga"abat) 
separated by the Amira River (or Amira Bridge). The Bridge is not allowed to be photographed. 

Source: Photo, Atakilt, taken on Oct. 15,2014 

The economy of Mattama is predominantly agricultural. This wtirtida has been a major centre of 

cotton production since the 1950s.54 Livestock production was and still is an integral part of the 

production system. Agro-pastoralism is carried on in the lowland wtirtidas of MaMma, Quara, 

~agad(\, Tach Armachiho, and Mirab Armachiho. It is the second most important production 

system next to arable farming. It involves seasonal mobility of livestock in search of pasture over 

a large area of land. This production system contributes to rural livelihoods through the cattle 

trade and related activities. Most of the farmers in the lowland areas of North Gondar Zone appear 

to have significant market orientation in their livestock production. In the highlands, most of the 

livestock producers are subsistence- oriented. Keeping of cattle, goats, and poultry is a common 

practice. Cattle are exported to the Sudan while goats are mainly sold in local markets. The cross-

53 Informants: Margeta Frew Sisat, Halla Mariam Warku, Inspector Bihonen Elf Asagid, Sergeant Assafa Falaka, 
Mandafro Tassama, and Kindle (hakol; Va Ethiopia Nigusa Nagast Mangist Va Ersha Minister Ya Begemederna Va 
Simien Taq lay Gizat, "Kii Begemederna Ka Simien Taqlay Gizat Ka Ersha Yamiganaw Va Tatatro Habt Yamiamaliikit 
Rapor" Ydkotit 29,1935 f.e. p. 3. 

54 ILRI and MoARD, p. 9. 
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border cattle trade to Sudan was ill egal unt il 2003. It was onl y in 2003 that a bilateral trade 

agreement was signed between Ethiopia and Sudan. However, both legal and illega l cattle trade is 

currentl y operating as it was in the past. The ill ega l catt le trade is no w the movement of cattl e 

from Ethiop ia to Sudan which has not paid the export tax. There is smallholder mil k and butter 

producti on mainl y for the loca l market. On the other hand , transhumants cattle did and sti ll do 

often move from highl ands to lowlands. Highland cattl e move to the lowlands du ring the rai ny 

season from June to October fo r grazin g. Honey prod uction is another common pract ice in the 

wdrdc/a, main ly in the forest areas55 

There was one parti cularly criti ca l event at Mattama in the hi sto ry of Ethiopia. Emperor Yohanni s 

IV was kill ed at the Batt le of Mattama (a lso call ed the Battl e of Ga ll abat) wh ich was fought 9- 10 

March 1889 between the Mahd ist Sudanese and the Ethiopian forces. The fi ghting occurred at the 

twin sett lements of Gal labat (in modern Sudan) and Matlama (i n modern Ethio pia), so both names 

are common ly used and either can be argued to be correct. When Yohann is was wou nded, he is 

sa id to have prayed fo r water and sa id '·Maryam. Mel/yam Wuha " (which means Mary, Mary 

[please) ,.vater) in the midst of the rocky and dese rt area be low Yohan nis Tarara (Yohann is 

Moun tain) or Mandafro Tarara (a mounta in that could not touched by in vaders) . According to the 

trad iti on to ld me by my in for mants, water came out as a spring and emperor Yohannis drank that 

water before hi s death. The spr ing still ex ists and Kidana Mihret chu rch waS built there. The place 

became known as Maryam Wuha which means Wate r of Mary. People who have hea lth problems 

usua ll y come fro m diffe rent parts of Ethi opia to be immersed in the lobi (holy water). Yohann is 

was buried at Matltima at a place ca ll ed Yohannis Tarara (Yohannis Mou nta in ) where he had bu ilt 

a fort ifi cat ion in the fight against the Mahdists. Colonel Mengistu Haile iVlariam. the Ddlg 

SS lnformants: Sisay Birh anu, Fantahu n Kidane, Abba Gabra T~adiq Sahla Maryam, Fiseha Mabratu, Habtamu 
Bililii'i, and Tadala Mul e. 
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Chairman after vis iting the area and rebuking the local officials for not commemorating a national 

hero, ordered the officials and people of Mattama to build a monument in memory of the national 

hero who died defending Ethiopia against foreign invaders. The people of Mattama organized by 

Miittiima Yohannis Qabiille 01 built this monument on his tomb on the top of the mountain in 

198 1. There is also a cross, the symbol of Christianity, near the monument to show that the 

Emperor was a devoted Ethiopian Orthodox Christian.56 

Photograph 3: The monument that is dedicated /0 Emperor Yohannis IV 

Source: Photo, taken by BiadgiUnfi Wiilditi, Grade 8 student in Mtitttima General Primary school on Ge/. 
15,2014 

Note: The year 1882 EC Ihal is written on the monument is wrongfor the death of Yohannis l V because Yohannis 
IV died inl881 E.c. (Mal'. 1889 G.C) not in 1882 E.C (/890 G.C). Ilhink this was wl'illen by mistake. 

Miittama Yohannis was the centre of admin istration and the seat of the warada governor for a 

long time. But now under the Amhara National Regional State it is a sub-warada like Abdiirafi . 

Giinda Wuha became a warada in 1978. Giinda Wuha is 36 kms. from Miittiima Yohannis on 

the way to the city of Gondar. 57 Later on by the Regulation No. 20/2004 of the Amhat'a 

National Regional State Newly Organized Municipalities Revenue Tariff Determination, 

" Informants: Habta Wald Gabra Hiwat and Colonel Warku Bogala . 
57Sa Amara Biherawi Kililawi Mangist lndustrina Kiitama Umat Birro , "Va Katamotch Plan institute Ya MiiUama 

Yohannis Katama Masaratawi Plan Riport" (Bahir Dar, Niihose 2004 E.C), p. 8. 
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Council of the Regio nal Gove rnm ent Regul ati o n, Mtittama Yohann is was ra ised to a sub-

municipality statusS8 It has its own mayor and a Basic Plan (See Map Ap pendi x i). 

2.2.1 MAHBARA SELASS IE 

The geograph ica ll y iso lated monastery o f Mahba ra Se lass ie, one of th e o ldest and most 

renowned monasteri es in Ethio pia, is found in what was at o ne t ime Begemeder and Simien 

Governorate Genera l in th e Amhara Regional State in North Gondar Zone a long the Ethio-Sudan 

bord er in Chilga Awraja und er the d iocese of Mattama Warada59 

The distance from Mattama to Mahbara Se lass ie mo nastery is about 70 kms. There is no road 

constructed. It is inaccess ible to motor transport except tracto rs. Anyone who wants to visit thi s 

monastery must go by tractor or o n foot o r by ho rse or mul e. It takes about seven hours on foot 

from th e hi ghway to reach th ere. Mahba ra Selassie Monastery is in a semi -desert area where 

malaria was and still is ram pant. There is no hea lth centre nea r the monaste ry. It is a lso very easy 

to get su nstroke particularly at midday. Water is scarce.60 

There are di Frerent oth er monasteri es surroundin g Mahbara Se lassie. These are Gddam 

(monastery) Dimuh to the north , Ganucha mo nastery to the south and Emmama (Wattaho) 

monastery to the east. Sudan is to th e west61 

The natural vegetat ion o f the area cons ists of acac ia trees wi th a lot of grass under them. It was 

v and still is a dense bush area . The other plant spec ies are warka (syca more, Ficus vasla (fi g tree), 

meqer (BoslVellia ogadenenesis), yei beiraha shiml'il (Oxylenanlhera abyssinica). Senna (Senna 

58 likre Hig of the Council of the Amhara National Regiona l State .. . Regulotion No. 20/2014, p. 12. 
59 Giaeon Merawi Enchalew Belay, "A Brief History of Mahibere Selassie Monastery" (Senior Essay, Department 

of Theology, Addis Ababa Holy Trinity Theological College, 20001, p. 5. 
6olnformants: Sisay, Hai la Mariam, Kind e and Abba Gabra T~adiq; Ga rima Tafara, Gondore Bdgashaw (Addis 

Ababa: Tasfa Gabra Selassie Printing Press, 1949 E.C), p. 49. 
61 Diacon Merawi , p. 5 
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alexandrina} etc . The wild anima ls that used to li ve in the forest included lions, leopards, 

g iraffes, greate r kudu , hye nas, mon keys, wi ld pigs and othe r an imals and dilTerent variet ies of 

birds but the animals have most ly gone62 

Accord ing to Joach im Person , 

Locallradilion ascribes ilsjollndalionlo Ihe kings Abraha (md Aslwha. 
and links if wilh a vision of fhe Trinily Ihal SI. Frumenlills (A bba 
Salama Kasafe Berhan) is said 10 have had fhere. Hisloricaliy, 
however, lvIS is associafed wilh Ihe 17,"-am. Holy monk Amda Sel/ase, 
who miraculously healed ase Susenyos. Subsequenlly, ase Fasiladas 
richly end01ved Ihe monaslely. Adminislralive aclivilies of MS 
included col/ecling Iribules and laxalion, adminislering juslice and 
providing de/imse, all organized and direCled Fom Ihe 100l'n of 
Malbeya. 

Allhough if never accwnulaled subslanlial weallh, MSwas 
allacked and pillaged several limes. One of Ihe raids mighl have 
happened whiisl leg Koso \Vas Ihere in 1827, being one of Ihe few 
children 10 survive. fn 1889, Ihe Mahdisls allacked MS , burnl fhe 
church und lIIassacred Ihe monks; Ihe monaslerv is said 10 have also 
been raided by Brilish soldiers, probably an expedil ionOlJl.!orce Ihal 
came .Fom Ihe Sudan. Finally, during Ihe flalian occupalion (.S'Ome 
lime in 193 7), Ihe church was deslroyed and some 2-1 10 50 lIIonks 
killed by Iialian bombing. In Augusl 1940, MS lIIas Ihe jirsl place 
where Daniel Sandford, Ihe head of Ihe "Mission 101 ", looked for 
local conlaclS and supparl. 63 

The monastery has been known by different names. Its first name was Miqwame Se lass ie Gtidam . 

Later on the name Miqwame Se lass ie Ctidam was changed to Makan~i Selass ie Cddalll. Makana 

Selass ie Cddam was changed to Ma hbara Selassie Cedam and finally Mahbara Selassie Ctidam 

was changed to Mahbara Se lass ie And inat Giidam 64 The mo nastery is now ad mini stered by seven 

62 ,bid. 

63 Joachim Persoon, "Mahbara Sellase" in Encyclopaedia Aethopica, Volume 3, He-N (Wiesbaden: 
HarrassQwitz Verlag, 2007), p. 653. 

64Mahbara Selassie Andinat Gadam, "Yd Mohbdrd Selassie Andintit Giidam Achir Torik" (Bahir Dar: Tis Abay 
Printing Press, 2005 E.C.), p. 4. 
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monks whose titles are Mamhir (Abamne/) , Mdgabi , Liqd Radeie, Allan, Eqa Be/, Liqd AbbalV and 

Egual Mdgabit 6 \See Glossary). 

Map 3: Map of Mahbara Selassie Monastery area. 

>. 
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D Study area (Monastery) 

Source: Taken from Johann Salkner, Maria Wurzinger, and lewdu Wuletaw, "Genetic and 
Phenotypic Characterization and Dessign of a Breeding Strategy for an Indigenous Cattle 
Breed in North Western Ethiopia; A Contribution for Susainable Genetic Resources 
Uti lization" (2009), p.2. 

It is reported that 

MS. had close relations with the rulers of Quara. Leg Koso 
(/he future ase TelVodros II) was sent /0 MS. by his Mother 
Alle/laggab, and stayed and learn/ there for some seven years, 
leaving the monastery at the age of 16. Moreover, afew years 

" Marha Tababet Zii Ganatii Maryam, "Va Mahbiirii Selassie Gadam Tarik Bachiru" in Tinsae Mii$ihet ( Yii 
Niihase Yii Miiskiiriimna yii Tiqimt Wiirat 1982 f.e), p. 10. 
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alier his dealh al t\!/aqdalla (1 3 April 115615), his son Masasa 
reportedly tran4erred Tewodros 's remains 10 IvIS 66 

The tota l area of the monastery land is now 19.186 hectares after the Diirg expropri ated a much 

larger area. There are fou r big mountains around the monastery. These are Ka rkamatch, Kukbi , 

Gurmas Diba and Amba where the monastery is found 67 The maj or sou rce of income of the 

monastery is crops supported by catt le rai sing. The monastery cattl e are an indigenous breed which 

has existed for over three centuri es . The breed was estab lished from reli gious donations of breed ing 

cattle. The cattle type in the monastery is diffe rent in many respects from the cattle popu lat ion of the 

vicini ty. For instance, the ear is big in size and the fac ial prol"i le is always concave. No other 

breed ing animals have been introduced in to the herd for a long time. The monastery manages the 

cattle wi th very li tt le or no technical sup port. It has on ly lim ited veterinary services. They either 

slaughter or se ll the unwanted catt le selectively. In 2009 the herd were estimated to consist of 3000 

animals. There has been no systematic recordi ng of the output of the ca tt le but the monks or the 

herdsmen closely monitor the cows for good milk ing abi lity, regular cal ving and cool temperament. 

The herdsmen, who are a ll monks, have al ways been in charge of the day- to-da y management of the 

herd . 68 Breed ing bull s, breeding fe males and yo ung stock are kept separeatl y. There is no shortage 

of bull s69 

The size of the herd is dec lining clue to the shri nking of land holdings of the monastery. The 

monastery is under pressure from expanding cu ltivation in the lowlands. The monastery 's cattle are 

66 Persoon, p. 653 . 
67 Diacon Merawi, p. 41 

68 Johann Solkner, Maria W urzinger, and Zewdu Wuletaw, "Geneti c and Phenotypi c . . ", p. 64 
69 Ibid., p. 65 
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affected by contagious diseases transmitted from transhumant cattle herds that often trespass on 

grazing territories of the monastery.70 

Table 5 : Major Disease and Paras ites of the Monastery Herd. 

Disease Occurrence period Treatment 

Trypansomiasis July-September Injection 

Foot and Mouth disease Any time No treatment 

Blackleg September-October Injection 

Heart water Any time No treatment 

Teat infection Any time Injection 

I nlemal parasites October-February Tablets 

" " Source. Taken from Johann Solkner, Mana Wurzmger. and Zewdu Wuletaw, Genetic and PhenotypIc .. .• p. 65. 

Photograph 4: The cattle, the monks and an agricultural expert from North Gondar in Mahbara Selassie Monastery 

, . 

Source: Taken from Johann S6lkner, Maria Wurzinger, and Zewdu Wuletaw, "Genetic and Phenotypic .. .... p. 2. 

The monastery has also practiced and still does practise irrigation from the Shinfa river, which is in 

a deep gorge, by using a water pump.The monks plant and grow bananas, onions, green peppers and 

tomatoes for their own consumption and sell the remainder to the surrounding communities for cash. 
l 

Before plowing the land the bushes and grass are cleared. Shifting cultivation is practised. The 

monks are always busy in different activities. They plow the land and protect the domestic animals 

from any danger.They protect the crops from birds, wild pigs, and other destructive wildlife. They 

70 Ibid. , p.64 
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are al so engaged in preparing food in the kitchen. No baked food is allowed to enter the monastery 

from outs ide. Everything is prepared in the monastery by the monks thcm se lves71 

The monastery has its own rul es and regulations. Based on A mda Sellase's Ru les, the monastery 

fo l lows stri ct disc ipl ine. All pri vate property is forbidden. It is not al so allowed to wa lk across the 

compound with shoes and wearing hats or armed with weapons or to ri de across the compound on 

horseback. 72 

The monastery o f Mahbara Se lass ie maintains good relations with the nearby Gumuz people. 

Mahbara Se lass ie is known as Yeshi Nfahbtir which means "the community of a thou sand.,,7) (See 

the sea l in Appendi x iii) . The beginning and expansion of part ially mechan ized and other arable 

. farming in A bdarafi and Matamma w ill be di scussed in chapter three. 

71 0iacon Merawi, pp . 41-42; Marha Tababet, p. 23; Informants: Abba Gabrjt~adiq, Sisay, Kinde, Hiii la 

Mariam and Abba Gabra Medhin. 
72 Marha Taba bet, p. 10. 

73 Persoon, p. 653; See also Appendix 4. 
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CHAPTER TI-IREE 

THE COMMENCEMENT AND EXPANS ION OF PARTIALLY MECHAN IZED AND OTHER ARABLE 

FA RMI NG IN ABDARAFI AND Mkr;\MMA 

INTRO DUCTION 

This chapter discusses the beginning of mechanized agri culture in Sat it-Humara and lessons for 

other areas li ke Abdaraft and Mattama_ It al so discusses the establ ishment and development of 

Armachiho-Godiibe-A bdaraft Farmers Multi -Pu rpose Cooperati ve Soc iety, the Police Farm, and 

the Ethiopian Orthodox Church Development Commi ss ion in Abd iiraft and Miitl3ma-Mahbara 

Sellasie Fanners Mu lti -Purpose Cooperat ive Society and other Farmers 'Associations in 

M iittiima. 

3_1 Tl-IE INTRODUCTION OF PA RTIALLY MECI-IAN IZED AN D OTHER ARABLE FARM ING IN 

NORTH WEST ETI-1I 0PIA 

After the expu lsion of the Ita lians in 194 1, some Ethiop ians who were in the Sudan as ex iles or 

refugees during the Itali an occupat ion and some Sudanese came to Sat it-Humara. They showed 

interest in introducing modern agri culture by applying modern agricultu ral techniques which 

they had observed in the Sudan , the country across the Ethiop ian border, parts of which had been 

agricu lturally fast grow ing under the British. According to Fitaye Assegu_ in 1957 the late Ala 

Gettu Uiwiitiih, (a man from Dabariq, Sim ien AlI'raja, who was later the ftrs t to open a gas 

station in the town o f Humara), attempted to introduce tractor farming in Satit-Humara on hi s 

own in it iat ive_ Thi s man had seen some modern agricultural techn iques in the Sudan whi le he 

was there during his days as a patri ot aga inst the Ita lians. But beca use o f lack of cap ital and 

insufficient mechanical know ledge he was unable to fulfil l his hopes and th is first tractor was 
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soon abando ned and decayed there on hi s land. He also shared v,ews of ap pl ying modern 

agricu lture with Bilwadiid Andargachew Messa i. ' 

Bilwadad Andargachew Messa i, the son-in -law (h usband of Prin cess Tenag nework) of Emperor 

Hai le Selass ie, was the Governor General of Begemeder and Simien ( 1948- 1952)2 before he was 

appointed as the Representat ive of His Im peria l Majesty to Eritrea ( 1952- 1959)3 Bilwadad 

Andargachew on his part estab li shed contact with Dr. Dinko Cvitanovitch , a Yugoslav nati onal 

whom he knew whi le Civitanovitch was worki ng at the Go ndar hospita l before he was 

transferred to Asmara. Andargachiiw persuaded thi s doctor and his brother-in- la w, Marco (Mark) 

Sideris, a Greek national marri ed to the doctor 's sister, to invest in mechan ized agricultu re in 

Sati t-I-I umara." 

Both Dr.Cvitanov itch and Mr.Side ri s were conv inced and decided to slart modern farming in 

Satit-Humiira. Dim itr ios (Dimitri) Zervos, Sideri s's unc le, also j oined the m5 Dimi trios Zervos 

was the son of Fok idides Zervos who was Ihe brother of Dr. Jacovos (Jacob) Zervos 6 Dr. 

Zervos (d.1956) came to Ethiopia in 19 11 from the Greek is land of Cepha lon ia and soon 

became a faithfu l and distingui shed docto r and fri end of Emperor Haile Selassie. He was known 

fo r play ing a very important role in the cementing of Greek-Ethiop ian relati ons7 During the 

im perial period. Dr.Zervos served Ethi op ia as the "pres ident of a commi ss ion that advised the 

1 Fitaye Assegu, "The Traditional Usage of th e Land in Satit-Humara" cited by Beide Melaku, "Land Tenure and 
Land Reform" (A section of his Term Paper, Department of Law, Haile Selassie I University, 1971). p. 1. 

, liqu Ejigu, pp . 208, 210. 
' Zewde Reta, Bo Qodamawi Haile 5elossie lomono Mongist YO Ertro Gudoy, 1941·1963, 4th ed. (Addis Ababa: 

Central Printing Press, 1998 E. c.). p. 356. 
' Fitaye, "The Trad it ional Usage ... ", p. 1. 
5 Haile Selassie I Pri'e Trust, Tenth Year Prize Trust Awards, 1964·1973 (Addis Ababa: Artistic Printers, 1973), p. 

86. 
6 Informant: Rev. Ch rysotomos Barberis. 
7 Anestis Gha notakis, "The Greeks of Ethiopia, 1889-1970" (PhD Thesis Department of Hi story, Boston University, 

1979). p. 190. 
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Office of the Public Health ... "s At the same time, Dr. Ze rvos was a small go ld mine concess ion 

ho lder in Wol lega with another Greek, P. Nitti s, David I-Iall , "a gove rnment servant of German-

Ethiopian ori gin , and Dr. Martin (Hakim Warqnah), who held a private concess ion at Najo,,9 

The two Greek nationals, Marco Sider is and Dimitri Zervos, and one Yugoslav nat ional , Dr. 

Dinko Cvitano vitch, took government land in Satit- I-Iumara and formed the AI Khadra 

Agricultura l Works Limited Company. It was a famil y organ ized proj ect and a share company. 

The land of the AI Khadra Agri cultural Works Company was located in the Sat it-I-Iumara 

Wdrtida of the then Governorate General of Begemeder and S i mien adjacent to the Eth iop ia-

Sudan border just south of the Takaze (Sati t) Ri verlo about 18 kilometers south of Humara 

town. I I 

The size of the AI Khadra Farm (it means in Arabi c the Green Farm) was 6000 hectares 01" 150 

gashas (40 hecta res = I gasha) . The farm was established in 1958. The investors were from 

then on engaged in the production of sesame, sorghu m and cotton. The initia l cap ital that was 

in vested in the farm was Birr 300,000 and that amount had in 1968 increased to Birr 850,000. 

The land was farm ed under concession li'om the Ethiop ian Government. It was a thirty-five year 

lease, renewable for 35 additional yea rs. The AI Khadra Fa rm was awarded a go ld medal and 

diploma wi th a sum of 7,000 Ethiopian dollars (the source uses the word dollars rather than 

birr) in 1968 from the Ha il e Selassie I Awa rd for Agri culture for its pi oneering acti viti es .12 A 

Concess ion Map of 440 hectares of the part of the concession land in th e Rauian zone to the 

8 Ibid." p. 124. 
9 Richard Pankhurst, Economic History of Ethiopia, 1800-1935 (Addis Ababa: H.S.I.U Press, 1968), p. 237 . 
10 Haile Selassie I Prize Trust, Tenth Year "'J p. 85. 
!lAtakilt, p. 33 . 

12 Haile Selassie I Prize, Tenth yeor ... , p. 85 . 
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south of Humara town, under the signature of the government officials allocating the land and 

the above mentioned concessionaires, is available in the Weide Mesqel library's Agricu ltural 

Archival Sectiol1 .13 Of the total 6000 hectares of land, some 4,900 hectares were in the 

immediate vicinity of the farm headquarters, about 15 kms south of the town of Humara, and 

the other I , I 00 hectares were in two separate locations. In 1958, the company had eight tractors 

and in 1968 the tractors increased to nineteen, of which ten were new. The major shareholder 

and manager of the Al Khadra Farm was Marco Sideris. '4 The local people in the area 

nicknamed him "kwaja" which in Arabic means "a wealthy or rich man". Most of Sideris's life 

had been spent in Africa. Prior to moving to Satit-Humara in Ethiopia in 1958, he had farmed in 

Egypt, growing primarily cotton. He left Egypt for Ethiopia due to his fear and hatred of what 

he called "communism" in Egypt under the Nasser regime. IS 

Photograph 5: Mr. Marm Sid"riR, Manager and major shareholder of AI Khadra Farm. 

Source: Taken from Haile Selassie I Prize Trust, Fifth Year Prize Trust Awards, 1964-1968 
(A.A: Artistic Printers, 1968), p.69. 

13 Walda Masqal Archive Fold er 2':' o/!'I'C 4 Gibrina liyou, Concession Requested By Dimitri Zervos, Dinko 
Cvitanovitch and Marc Sideris I p. 1. 

14 Haile Selassie I Prize Trust, Fifth Year Prize Trust Awards, 1964-1968 (Addis Ababa: Artistic Printers, 1968), p. 69. 

"Atakilt, pp. 34-35. 
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The major problems of fa rming in Siitit-Hum ara include poor transportat ion and unsatisfactory 

marketing systems. Ma lari a was a lso ram pant . Efforts were be ing made to erad icate malari a in 

the area 16 without success. 

When the AI Khadra Farm started its operations in Humara, nobody seemed to have faith in the 

effo rts of the concess iona ires except th e concess ionaires themse lves. The area was considered as 

useless with no agri cultura l va lue.'7The people of Wa lq ai l and ~agade slood aga inst the 

government concess ion in Siitit-Humiira. They all eged that the gove rnment had no ri ght to ma ke 

the land in Siitit-Humara the subject ofa gift or lease, espec iall y to fore igners. They be li eved that 

a ll hunting and seasona l grazing areas customar il y be longed to the commun ities of adjacent areas 

who hunted and grazed their li vestock on them. '8Some of the peop le even threatened the fo reign 

in vestors.'9 The AI Khad ra camp at its initial stage was fo r some ti me pro tec ted by gove rnment 

policemen. The loca l people suspected that to obta in protecti on the in vestors had given some 

share of the profits to offi cials in Humara or the Begemeder and Simien Governorate General20 

But thi s seems unrel iab le because I co ul d not get any other in fo rmati on to j ust ify thi s opinion. It 

seems to me that thi s protect ion was given as a matter of gove rnment po licy to prov ide security 

for the fore ign nati onals engaged in deve lopment from any threat that might arise from the local 

people. The loca l peop le were not success ful in their opposition to the lease of land because 

according to Arti cle 130 a, b, c and d of the 1955 Revised Const itution of Ethi op ia, the land 

incl uding the natural forest in Sati t- I-Iumara was sta te domain. For examp le according to Art icle 

130 b, "The natural resources in the waters, forests, land, a ir, lakes, ri vers and po rts of the 

16Hail e Sell as ie I Prize Trust .. 1964-1968, p. 69. 
17Haile Selassie I Prize Trust .. 1964-1973, p. 86. 
18 Fitaye, p. 3. 

19 Ibid., p. 2. 
10 Atakilt, p. 35. 
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Empire a re a sacred trust for the benefit of present and succeedin g ge ne rations of the Ethiopian 

peopl e,, 2 i Moreo ver, acco rd ing to Artic le 1194 of the C ivi l Code of Eth iop ia, " Immovables 

situate in Et hi op ia whi ch is [sic for are] vaca nt and w ithout a master sha ll be the property of the 

state,,, 22 At the sa me time, accordin g to Arti c le 11 68 ( I) o f th e same Civil Code, to cla im 

c ownershi p, the occupi e r of la nd should at least pay land taxes for 11fteen co nsecutive years2l 

However, the peop le o f Walqait a nd Sagade co uld not sati sfy thi s lega l requirement because they 

had never paid an y land tax o n the land 2 'i Thanks to the ir ea rl ier experi ence in agri cul tu re, th e 

concess iona ires fou ght hard aga inst a ll diffi culti es and fin al ly succeeded in tu rnin g Sa tit-Humara 

into a profitab le so urce o f agric ul tura l weal th . Fo ll owing the examp le of the A I Kh adra Fa rm, 

man y people in Sat it-Humara converted the land , which they had prev iously tho ught to be 

useless, into hi ghl y produ ctive areas." Fol lowin g the AI Khad ra Farm , so me people from 

o Walqa it saw th e adva ntage o f o rga nizi ng themselves into a share co mpany in order to practi ce 

{ 

<. 

crop farm ing. But they were not ab le to bu y tractors because th ey lacked th e necessary ca pital 26 

Aroun d 1959, a grou p of about ten peop le from Walqa it formed what th ey ca ll ed Shiirika 

Wa lq a it (Wa lqa it Sha re Company). It was a Flour Mill and Agri cul tu re Share Compan y. The 

founde rs o f thi s share co mpan y were importa nt fi g ures from Wa lqait like Tasfaya Ansay, a man 

who spent mu ch of hi s tim e in Asma ra as a merchant, Fila",rari Saraba Lamma, Grazmach 

Berhane Za naba and othe rs. Tasfa ya Ansay was e lected to be the Genera l Manager of the share 

21 Ntigorit Gozeta, 15
th 

Year No.2, the Revised Constitution of Ethiopia (Addis Ababa: l3irhanina Salam Printing 

Press, November 4, 1955). pp. 32-33. 
22 Ndgarit Galeta, 19'" Year No.2, the Civil Code of the Empire of Ethiopio. Proclamotion No. 165 of 1960 

(Birhanina Sa lam Printing Press, 5'h May 1960), p. 198. 
23 Ibid.,p. 194. 
24 Fitaye, "The Traditional Usage of the Land in Satit-Humara" .. " p. 3. 

''The Municipality of Sati t -Humara, "Maba1100 Ama l Misrala Kalama Humara: ldkotit 1890-1990 E.C" (liikatit, 
1990 E.C), p. 9. 

26 Informants: Gabaya hu Eshetie, Muhammad Makonan I Sharaw Walda Ti nsie and "Ialnu Naga. 
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company. These shareholders brought their oxen from the highlands of Walqait. They clea red the 

empty government land in the west of Kabtya in Humara and ploughed it with their oxen. They 

grew mainly sesame. Wi thin a peri od of two or three yea rs, their income grew. They were 

rewarded with large gains and bought tractors in the name of their share company27 

Some other rich indi viduals outside the Sharika Walqait al so bought their own tractors and 

started mechani zed farm ing. Among these, the most prom inent were Haji Muhammad Makonnan 

and Haj i Hasanatom Sa lih , a Sudanese nat ional who chose to li ve in Ethiopia, and Salvatore 

Iddo , whose fathe r and mother were Ital ian and Ethiopian respecti ve ly."s From day to day, the 

number of tractor-owning and tractor-renting fanners grew. The tractor owners rented out their 

tractors, after using them for their own far m work , at a rent of Birr 20 an hour. For instance, in 

Ju ly 1967, 158 tractor fa rmers with thei r 229 tractors we re registered in Humara Warada. The 

number of tractors constantly increased. T hu s, by November of the same year, there were more 

than 400 tractors in the Warada 29 A tremendous growth was registered by the individual 

farmers' own initiati ve without any governmental or non-governmental agency support. Though 

impress ive and signi ficant, the agri cult ural deve lopment in Sat it-Humiira had been spontaneous. 

Its growth was rapid bu t it was unplanned JO People fro m Begelll eder, Eritrea, Ti gray and other 

areas came and settled in Satit-Humara. The gove rnment had onl y prov ided them with land. Thi s 

led to the development of over 100,000 hectares of land in Sat it-Humara by large commercial 

27 Informan ts: Yirsaw Damis, Zawdu Bitaw and Zana ba Balay. 
28lnformants: Muhammad, Sharaw, Za naba and Alamu. 
29 Informants; Sharaw, Za naba, Zawdu and Muhammad. 
30 Informants: Zawdu, Muhammad, Yirsaw an d Zana ba. 
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farmers as was observed by Boerma, Director General of the Food and Agri culture Orga ni zation 

(FAO) on the occas ion of hi s offic ial visit to Ethiop ia from February 20-25, 19713
' 

According to the report of the Institute of Agri cultural Research , on the agricultural deve lopment 

of Satit-Humara, impress ive developments had been reg istered in Satit - I-Ium ~ira in the face of 

inadequate in frastructure, especially in communications, hea lth and water suppl y, the absence of 

machinery maintenance faciliti es, di scouraging credit and market ing arrangements and labour 

shortage etc.31 On the other hand. the question of land tenure was not clear. The system of land 

all ocation did not specify the period of all ocation. At the same time, no condit ions we re imposed 

on the all otted land other than payment of production tax. No land tax was charged so that the 

farmers might not claim land ownership on the basis of such paymentsJ) 

Above all other prob lems, the bottleneck fo r the development of mechanized agricu lture in 

Humara was the credit system. Us uall y the farmers we re short of cash especiall y at weed ing and 

harvesting times. For instance, sesame had to be cut before the seed pods began to crack in order 

to avoid shattering. Labour took advantage of thi s problem by raising its wage demands and by 

demanding immediate payments. Fa rmers, therefore, had to have ready cash fo r thi s purpose3
" 

Financial institutions d id not ex ist in Sat iti -Humara until 1968. The Commercial Bank of 

Ethiopia (CBE), a who ll y state owned bank, began its operations in Humara office in May 1968. 

The Agricu ltural and Industrial Development Bank (A IDB), a semi-autonomous government 

credit institution , and the Addis Ababa Ban k (AAB) opened their branch offices in Humara in 

1969 and in 1972 respecti ve ly. Therefore , before these years, fa rmers had to move to Asmara 

31 lEG, Ministry of Agri culture, "Prospects of Agricultural Developm ent in Ethiopia. An Aide Memoire ... ," p. 21 

32 Inst itute of Agricultural Research (IAR), Ministry of Agriculture,"Report of the Survey Mission ... ", p. 6. 

33 Informants: Muhammad, Zawdu, Yi rsaw, Zanaba, Sharaw and Gabayahu . 
3<1 Fitaye, "The Traditional Usage ... ,", p. 5. 
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and Add is Ababa to seek credit 35 However, the finan cia l institutions in Asmara and Add is 

Ababa refrained li'om lend ing money to Sat it-Humara farmers because the farmers co uld not 

present their holdings as co ll atera l. Perso nal guarantors were the on ly form o f secu rity that was 

accepted by most lenders 36 The banks a lso refused to g ive cred it to Satit- Humara farmers unl ess 

they had a gua rantor because they were not sure that th ere was a re liable profit from land in the 

area. The banks lent mo ney to businessmen who provided them with urban real estate securiti es. 

But most of th e farmers in Satit-Humara did not have urban rea l estate to pledge. Thus, they 

were forced to depend on the trad iti onal merchant moneylenders. Many bi g bus iness men from 

Asmara, Arabs in parti c ular, who had large urban real estate, borrowed money from the banks 

claiming the loans to be for other purposes but diverted it to Humara and lent it indirectly to the 

needy farmers at a higher rate of interest without the knowledge of the banks. They a lso bought 

sesame for cash from farmers in advance for I or 2 months delivery of sesa me." There was no 

fix ed interest rate. The traditi onal moneylenders demanded that the farmers pay an interest rate 

that reached 100 percent or more 38 T he farmers in Satit-I-I umara faced a trad itio nal credit system 

known as "shell ,,39 

Acco rdin g to the Humara report, 

Under the shell system the local merchant advances the 

farmer a certain sum at planting time. The farmer 
agrees to repay the merchant in kind at harvest lime. 

Repayment value a/the harvesled crop is set at the time 

of the loan and is usually 30 10 50 percent below the 
expected market price a/the crop. ·/O 

35 Informants: Yirsaw, Muhammad, Sharaw, Zanabj and ALjmu. 

' 'TAMS, "The Humera Report: Resource ... " , p.124. 
37 Fitaye, "The Tradit ional Usage ... , pp. 5-6. 

3B TAMS, "The Humera Report: Resource ... ", p. 131. 

39 Ibid., p. 123. 
" Ibid., pp. 123-124. 
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Though the shell system by its very nature was extremely exploitive, the Humara farm ers were 

forced to depend on it because they did not have any other alternati ve to ca rry out their press ing 

. I I I ' II agncu tura wor e 

In course of time. however, the farm ers we re unab le to ca rry the whole debt burden on an 

individual basis. They came together and di scussed their press ing problems. The onl y solution 

which they thought as a means of so lving the ir problems was to organize themselves into 

fanners' co-operative. They believed that organizing themselves to co-operate wo uld enable 

d· 42 
them to get government ere It support. 

In the spring of 1969 a group of members of the Shiirika Walqait and others led by Qiiiia~lI1ach 

Hailamariam Dasse, the then Deputy Customs Officer of the provi nce of Gondar, came to Addis 

Ababa and visi ted the Co-operati ve Department of the Min istry of National Community 

Development and Social Affairs (MNC D), told the whole story and asked ad vice from the 

department on ho w to dea l with their press ing problems." 

The Cooperati ve Development Department was establi shed when the Imperial Ethiop ian 

Government issued the Co-operati ve Societies Proclamat ion No. 24 101' 1966. Its function s as 

were spec ified in the proclamation included helping the fo rmation, organization , promot ion and 

proper management of co-operati ve soc ieti es in Ethiopia:"1 Thus, thi s department responded to 

the Humara farmers' requests by sending a team of ex perts to Sati t-Hum ara immediately. The 

4\ Fitaye, "The Tradi tional Usage ... , " p. 5. 

42 Informants: Za naba, Yirsaw, Zawdu, Alamu and Sharaw. 

43 Fitaye Assegu, "Organi za tion of the Setit-Humera Cooperative Society" (HSIU, Public Law II. Term Paper, 197 1), 

p.6. 
<l4'm peri al Eth iopian Government, Ministry of Nati ona l Co mmunity Development," Coopera tive Development 

Department Annual Report", 1964 E.C., p. 1. 
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team was able to invest igate all the background and was conv inced that the on ly means to dea l 

with the press ing prob lems was to organize the fa rmers into a cooperati ve soc iety" in order to 

help them red uce the cost of cred it , reduce the cost of goods and services for production and 

consumption, minimi ze and reduce the impact on indi vidua ls of ri sks and uncertainti es and 

spread knowledge o f technica l improvements."6 Having thi s in mind, the team of ex perts 

submitted its proposa l to the Registrar of the Co-operative Development Department in the 

MNCD. The Co-operati ve Deve lopment Department on its part in v ited experts from the AIDB to 

visit the Humara farms on the spot. The experts from the A IDB vi sited the farm s, saw that their 

economic potential was very good and agreed with the proposa l of organizing the farmers into a 

. . 47 
co-operat ive soc iety. 

The cooperat ive was establi shed in December 1968 as Wa lqait Satit-Humara Farmers M ulti -

Purpose Cooperati ve Society (WS I-IC). It rece ived its lega l cert i fi cate on Jul y 4, 1969.4 & 

Membership was l imited to Satit-Hum ti ra farmers on ly. It did not encompass fa rmers from Tach 

Armachiho and Matttima. The registrat ion fee for fa rmers jo ining the cooperative society was 

decided to be Birr 10 each equ ity share was Birr 100. Each member had to buy at least one 

share. No member was allowed to buy more than 20 per cent of the total eq uity shares issued.49 

The cooperat ive could only borrow money from financia l inst itu t ions when two-thirds of the 

General Assembly agreed to it. A member had the ri ght to borrow up to ten t imes of the total 

va lue of the equi ty shares he had purchased from the cooperative. To run its acti vi ti es, the 

4SFitaye, "Organization of the Setit~Hum e ra ... ," p. 6. 
<1 6 Nagorit Gozeta, 25

th 
Year, No.4, Purposes and Objects of Societies (Addi s Ababa: l3 irhanina Salam Printing 

Press, 3" September 1966), pp. 149-150. 
47Fitaye, "Organization of The Setit-Humera ... ,", p. 6. 
48Ya Begemeder and Simien Taqlay Giza t, "Sa Begemeder and Simien Ta qlay Giza t Hulatanaw Va Edgatin a limat 

Seminar", Gondar Begemed er and Simien Taqlay Giza t, Ka Hidor 15 - 21 E.C. .. . ,p. 120. 
" Fitaye, "The Tradi tion al Usage ... ", p. 8. 
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coo perati e depended o n the revenue that was co ll ected from reg istration fees, comm ission and 

inte rest. A ll o f the coo perati ve 's in comes were put in a bank accoun t. At least 25 percent o f the 

share cap ita l was reserved. Div ide nds were to be d istr ibuted w ith the approva l o f the Genera l 

-0 
Assembly.' 

The WS HC had an Executi ve committee of seven men. The fo undin g Executi ve members o f the 

WSHC were 

I . Ala Getachaw Y irga Pres iden t 

2. Qes S isay Aya la Vice Pres ident 

3. Grazmach Abay Warata Secretary 

4. Grazmach Bi rhane Za naba Cashier 

5. Ala Zanaba Balay Member 

6. Fitawrari Saraba Lam ma Member 

7. Ala A bd urahman Siraj Me mbersl 

The WS HC attached a management fee to its lendi ng rate. Genera lly speak ing. thi s management 
-, 

fee amounted to abo ut 4 percent. '· 

Thanks to the loan provis ion of the A ID B and its cred ito rs, the WSHC showed a tremendo us 

growth in membership ; capita l and turnove rs (see the fo ll owing tab le) 

50 Ibid., p. 9. 

5lArchive North Gondar Zone, Folder '/tl 281m (.\ '''I 'i- , Application letter from th e people of ~agade amd Walqait 
Satit-Humara and Members of the WSHC to the Military Ddrg, Mdskdrdm 10, 1967 E.C, p.l. 

52 lnformants: Zawdu, Zanaba, Yirsaw, Alamu and Sha raw. 
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cooperati ve depended on the revenue that was co llected frolll reg istrati on fees , cOlllm iss ion and 

in terest. A ll of the cooperat ive's incollles were put in a bank account. At least 25 percent of the 

share capital was reserved. Di vide nds were to be d istributed with the approva l of th e General 

-0 
Asselllb ly.' 

The WSHC had an Execut ive comlll ittee of seven men. The fo undin g Executive members of the 

WSHC were 

I. Ala Getachaw Virga President 

2. Qes Sisay Aya la Vice President 

3. Grazmach Abay Wara ta Secretary 

4. Grazmach Birhane Zanaba Cashi er 

5. Ala Zanaba Ba lay Member 

6. Filawrari Saraba Lalllma Melllbe r 

7. Ala Abdurahman Siraj Melllber51 

The WSHC attached a management fee to its lendin g rate. Generally speak in g, th is managemen t 

fee alllou nted to abo ut 4 percent52 

Thanks to the loan prov is ion of the AIDB and its cred itors, the WS HC showed a trelll endous 

growth in lllelllbership ; cap ita l and turnovers (see the fo llow ing table) 

50 Ibid., p. 9. 

51 Archive North Gondar Zone, Folder ')1I 281m tI"'I'i- , Application letter from the people of ~agade amd Walqait 
Satit-Humara and Members of the WSHC to th e Mi li tary Ddrg, Mdskdrdm 10, 1967 E.C, p.1. 

52 lnformants: Zawdu, Zanaba, Yirsaw, Alamu and Sharaw. 
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Table 6: 1v!embershi p. Working Capital , Turnover and Loan Grant ( 1969-1972) al l in Birr 

R,No Year Members Capital (Birr) Turnover in Birr Loan Received in Birr 

I 1969170 250 106,700 !l.a 5 12,000 

2 197017 1 779 404,800 2,541 ,000 3,230, 148 
o 

" 197 1172 9 14 700,000 13,279,542.35 7,000,000 J 

4 1972173 950 839,300 5,331 ,862 7,500,000 

Sources: I. [EG , MNCD, [mplementation Re port, [96 [ E.C (A.A , [962 E.C), p.38 . 

2. , [mplementation Report. 1962 E.C (A .A. 1963 E.C), p.60 . 

3. , Implementat ion Report , 1963 E.C (A.A, 1964 E.C), p. 36. 

4. , Cooperative Development Department Annual Report 1964 E.C (A.A, 1965 
E.C), p. [8. 

l1.a: not available. There is 110 information why there was a big drop ill turnover in 1972/73. 

The Humara agri cu ltu ral act ivities inspired other a",rajas and \I 'i.ididas in Begemeder and Simien 

Governorate General. Good examp les of thi s were Abdarafi and Matlama. In terms of 

mechani zed agricul tu ral development coverage and yea rs of estab li shment, Satit-Humara, 

Abdarafi, and Matlama and Mahbara Sell as ie were first, second and third respectively.'3 The 

cases of Abdarafi and MiiWima and Mahbara Se ll asie are di scussed below. 

o It should be emphas ized that the WSHC and later agricu ltural cooperatives were not the same as 

the cooperatives of later soc ial ist Eth iopia in [he Di.irg pe ri od. In the cooperatives of [he imperial 

period the indi vidual members of the cooperat ive held rheir land and farmed it for their 

indi vidual profit. A cooperat ive was formed by a number of farmers com ing together and buying 

53 Sa Begemederna Simien Taqlay Gizat," Hulatagiiaw ... It, p. 122. 
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shares in the cooperati ve, which provided the capita l of the cooperati ve. When the coo perat ive 

made profits, th e profits were e ithe r reta in ed. or part ly retained , as rese rve or d istributed amon g 

th e cooperati ve members accordi ng to the ir number of shares. When a cooperative had been 

approved by the MNC D and forma ll y registered, it co uld borrow money at a much lower in terest 

rate than was possible for indiv idual s. The cooperat ive th en lent the money it borrowed from 

fi nancial in stituti ons to ind iv id ua l members of the cooperati ve. The cooperati ve a lso marketed 

the crops prod uced by members of the cooperative and pa id the money rece ived to members 

acco rd ing to the crops th ey had contributed, with dedu ctions from loans made to the members at 

4 % from the cooperati ve . A ll orig inal members, and new members, of a coo perative had to pay 

ajo ini ng / reg istration/ membership fee and bu y at least one share .'" We should also note th at the 

name " mu lt i-p urpose" was add ed to the coopera ti ves for lega l reasons, so tha t the cooperat ives 

a were empowered to engage in d ifferent acti vit ies if th ey wanted to, besides agriculture. 

a 

3.2 PARTIALLY MECHANIZED AN D OTHER A RABLE FA RM ING IN AIJD;\RA FI Al'W ~1f\Tr;\M A 

3.2. 1 AI3D'\RAFI 

There were three different farm s in Abdara ti . These were Armachiho-Godabe-Abdarafi Fa rill ers 

Multi-Purpose Coope rati ve Soc iely Ltd , the Pol ice Farm an d the Ethi opian Orthodox Church 

Deve lopment Commi ss ion. Acco rd ing to the ru les and regul atio ns of th e Cooperative 

Deve lopment Departm ent of the Mini stry of National Com munity Deve lopment and Soc ial 

A ffairs (MNCD), members of the Executive Committee shall be ap pointed for a term of 3 years. 

Membership o f the Executi ve Commi ttee sha ll not exceed seven and majo rity o f the Executi ve 

S4 Inform ants: Sisay, Aba ra, Taka, Mangistu, and Alana. 
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Comm ittee members shall constitute a quorum. 55 The President, Vice Pres ident and Treasurer 

shall be elected by the Gener31 Assemb ly. The powers of the Executive Committee inc luded 

raisi ng fund s, sanctioning investment of the fund s of the soc iety, admitting members. allotting 

and transferring shares, examining and checking the accounts of the society, placing aud iting and 

reporting to the General Assembly, preparing annual budgets, appointing regular or ad-hoc 

comm ittees, framing sub-rules and appointing or removing employees of the soc iety56 The land 

was held and farm ed by indi vidual members of the cooperative. The cooperati ve rai sed cred it lor 

members (i.e members got credit obtained by the cooperative and then allocated as loans among 

members) and marketed members' crops. The profits of the marketing went to the individual 

members based on the ir shares. The establi shment and expansion of the Fanners Cooperatives is 

discussed below. 

3.2.1.1 ARMAClIIHO- GODAB E-ABDARAF I FARMERS MULTI-PURPOSE COOPERAT IVE 

SOCIETY 

Inspired by the agr icultura l revol ution in Sat it -Humara, di ffe rent bullabu{s from Armachiho, 

)agade, and Wiilqait met at the loca ll y famou s Jan Tiiktil,·varka (sycamore tree planted by His 

Majesty (unknown)) in the city of Gondar in about 1958 E.C (1966) and discussed how to begin 

agriculture in the unculti vated, unused and inaccess ible forest and bush lowland (qolla) areas of 

the borderland of Abdarafi. Those who had guns decided to se ll them and bu y oxen and 

necessary agricultUl"al equipment57 Thus the Jan Ttikci/ warka meetin g was the first step in the 

introduction and expansion of modern agriculture in Abdarafi. One of the special features of 

SS Ministry of Nationa l Community Development and Social Affairs, "Cooperative Development Department, 

Coope rative Societ ies Manual" (July 1968), p. 6. 
" /bid., pp. 7-8. 
57 Inform ants: Abara, Mangistu, Gi:ibra Egziabher and Alanj. 
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Gondar is the presence of many sycamore trees in and around the c it y. The folk verse Jn g,C 

{, 'liC';, f"I'CIl 'li ooIl4,4 . .J- f"'Fi'O'li "'/'''/<" can be roughl y translated as, "Oh, dea r Gondar, and 

the expanse o f your sycamores and the beauty of yo ur wall s." It is not .just a song of praise, but 

rather tells visitors a fact about the numerous sycamores. To this very day, some of the same 

o sycamores stand witness of the past tree sp lendo r. Especiall y, the "Jan TCikCiI" (His Majesty 

o 

l 

planted) sycamore is famous fo r its long service. This sycamore is a place where twe lve ki ngs 

held their open cou rts, religious debates were conducted, poetry competitions were held and 

social events li ke mourning and MCisqCiI ([rue Cross) ce lebrations took place. Generall y, it has 

served as a stage for nati ona l and local events. Curren tly, it is much honored and ca red for. The 

Amharic term "Jan" has the foll owing meaning grea t, respected , and wise or majesty. 

Accordingly, the great old sycamore tree named "Jan ICikiil" in the square in front of the Iyasus 

church and the castle of Empero r Fas il is believed to be , as ora l hi story relates, pl an ted by one of 

the great people ofGonda r who successively ru led or administered the place (see Appendix ii )58 

At the Jan Tiikiil warka meeting of more than 300 people, Alo Wakshum Nawata, a ballabat 

(li tera ll y "one who has a father", most comm only, a member of the loca l commun ity who 

exerci sed authori ty under the imperi al system, the bal/abal provided the link between local 

communities and government bu reaucracy) from Armachiho and the son of Bilwcicliicl Adana 

Makonan 's elder s ister, Wiiiziiro Yezazaw Makonan, was elected with later govern ment approva l 

as Chai rperson and first Qiibiil/e Sinon (v illage headman) of Abdarafi . l3illl'Cicliicl Adana 

Makonan is a lso said to ha ve strongly urged Wakshum to go to Abdarafi and develop the area 

58 Zawdu Salay, Semien Gondar Bahilin a Turism Birro, "Ya Gondar Warkawoch" (Gondar: Gond;)r l3ahilna Turism 

Birro, no date and yea r of publication), p. 1. For further information see Appendix 4. 
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Gondar is the presence of many sycamore trees in and around the city. The folk verse ?n.~.c 

l,TIC';· \"PCI]'(j onn",.",.:/· \,"}'i·o '(j OliO'!.;. can be rou ghl y trans lated as, "Oh, dear Gondar, and 

the ex panse of your syca l11 0res and the beauty of yo ur \.va ll s." It is not j ust a song of praise, but 

rather tel ls vis ito rs a fact about the numerous sycamores. To thi s very day, some of the same 

C sycamores stand w itness of th e past tree sp lend or. Especiall y, the "Jan Tiikiil" (His Majesty 

o 
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planted) sycamore is famo us fo r its long serv ice. Thi s sycamore is a pl ace where twe lve kin gs 

he ld the ir open co urts, re li gious debates were conducted, poetry com pet itions were held and 

socia l events li ke mo urnin g and Masqal (frue Cross) ce lebrations took p lace . Gene ra ll y, it has 

served as a stage for national and loca l events. Currentl y, it is much honored and cared fo r. The 

Am haric term "Jan" has the followin g meaning great, respected , and wise o r majesty. 

Accordin gly, the great old sycamore tree named "Jan Itikiil" in the sq uare in front of the Iyasus 

church and the castl e of Empero r Fas il is bel ieved to be, as oral hi story relates, p lan ted by one o f 

th e great peop le o fGonda r who success ive ly rul ed or ad mini ste red th e place (see Append ix ii )5s 

At the Jan Taktilwarka meeting of more than 300 people, Alo Wakshum Niiwiita, a ballabat 

(lite ra ll y "one who has a father", most commonl y, a member of the loca l comm unity who 

exerc ised authority under the imperia l system, the ballabal prov id ed th e link between loca l 

communi ties and gove rnm ent burea ucracy) from Arm ac hiho and th e son of Bilwtidtid Adana 

Ma koniin 's e lder s ister, Wtiiztiro Yezazaw Makoniin, was e lected w ith late r governm ent approval 

as Chairperson and first Qtibtille Slnlln (v ill age head man) of Abda rafi. Bi/,vtidtid Adana 

Makonan is a lso said to have strong ly urged Wakshum to go to Abdarafi and deve lop the area 

58 Zawdu Balay, Semien Gondar Bahilin a Turism Birro, "Ya Gondar Workawoch" (Gondar: Gon d;H l3ahiln a Turi sm 

Birro, no date and year of publication), p. 1. For furth er information see Appendi x 4 . 

63 



o 

through modern agricultu re and protect the bord er59 Billl'tidtid Adana was a fa mous patri ot, loyal 

and a good fri end of Emperor Hail e Selass ie and Awraja governor of Dabat (Wagara). In 1974 

after the co ll apse of the imperia l regi me, BitlVtidtid Adana Makonan together with Ras Mangasha 

Seyoum, the then Governor General of Tigray (a member of the roya l fam i Iy) and General Nega 

Tegegn who was marri ed to Princess H irut Desta, the daughter of Ras Desta Damtew and the last 

Governor General of Begemder and Simi en, fo rmed the Ethiopian Democrati c Union (EDU) in 

opposi tion to the Dtirg60 

Waksum on hi s own in itiati ve commu nicated with d ifferent peop le of the surrou ndi ng areas of 

Armachiho, Sagade and Wa lqa it and call ed them to come together and engage in agri cultu re in 

Abdarafi. However, in 1966, Waks um went to Abdara fi alone, c leared the land with hired labour 

and started fa rming on hi s own with oxen. His age was in the 20s. Hearing of th is bold and 

courageous man's ca ll and initiat ive, peop le from the surrounding areas na mely. Qtiiiccll7ach 

Abata Sat Argaw, GrazlI7ach Gabra Hi wat Sat Argaw, Ala Atana\·v Gabra Hiwat, Ala Shigut 

Wandemenah, Ala Alamu Malas , Ala Mogas Yi fa , Ala Asfaw Warada, Ala Abara Sagaya, A la 

Fata naw Chako l, Ala Garima Mangistu, Ala Damlaw Tad law and Ala Mangistu Zawdu fo llowed 

him , took plots of lands and started individual farms with their oxen in Abdara fi after completing 

the land allottment bureaucracy regulations. Admas Nawata also went to Abdarafi to help hi s 

brother Waksum Nawata61 

S9 ln formants: Abara, Mangistu , Gabra Egziabher, Alana, Li uil Wakshum, and Nigist Wakshum. 
60 Ibid. 

61 lnformants: Liuil, Nigist, Abara, Mangistu, Gabra Egziabher and Alana . 

64 



Photograph 6: Jan 7akal warka 

SOurce: Photo Atakilt, taken on Oc1.9, 20 13 

Photograph 7: The late Wakshum Niiwiitii, a hal/ahat from Armachiho, the qahal/e Shum (rist alaka shum) of 
( , Annachiho-Godabe and Abdarafi, and a pioneer in developing modem agriculture in Abdarafi. 

Source: Begemcdema Simien Taqlay Gizat, Yii Begemederna Simien Tdq/ay Gizal Polis ... • p. 20. 

According to informants, the pioneer farmers who later became the founding members of the 

farmers' cooperative society (12 in number) played a major role in defending the Ethio-Sudan 

border under the leadership of Wakshum. According to informants, on one occasion, the emperor 

called Wakshum to Addis Ababa and discussed with him the agricultural development and the 

general situation of the area. After the discussion the emperor was very happy. He very much 
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appreciated Wakshum 's ini tiat ive and gave him hi s own pi sto l and 12 gun s and 500 bull ets as a 

gi ft to him and to hi s 12 fri ends who had first moved to A bdarafi followi ng him. Thi s was 

purposely done to ann them in order to help them defend the borderl and from bandits and 

incursions from the Sudan. The emperor did all these things because he might have also heard 

good things about the co urage and initiat ive of Wakshum, probabl y throu gh hi s uncle Bi/wdddd 

Adana Makonan. Such a gift was an electrifying encouragement to Waksh um and hi s fri ends to 

work and defend the border and intensi fy their work and develop it further. They produced three 

major crops, namely, sorghum, cotton and sesame62 As noted above, agri culture in the area was 

and still is ra in-fed . 

In 1967 th is new agri cultural acti vity was staned. Thi s paved the way lo r other peop le to move 

to the area and later begin modern agri culture63 As time went on the above mentioned fa rmers 

faced shortage of money allu fe ll a prey to traditional moneylenders who charged exorbitant 

interest rates, as much as 100% or more until harvest t ime. This tradit ional system was known as 

"shell" . Most of my informants confi rm ed that the word "shell" was der ived from the Engli sh 

word "share". The non-literate people ca lled the interest rate "shell" but meaning " share" to 

show that the trad itional money lenders were taking their own very large share th rough prov ision 

of credi t.M Similarl y agricultural credit in neighboring Sudan also fel l into the trad itional system 

of shai// shay/ until the modern credit system65 

The sources of the modern credit system were the commercial banks, the agri cu ltura l banks and 

in Sudan, quasi-public bodies such as the Sudan Gezira Board (SG B). Many fa rmers did not 

62 Informants: Abara, Mangistu, Gabra Egziabher, Fissiha, Alana, Liuel, and Nigist. 
63 Informants: l euel, Nigist, Aba ra, Mangistu, Gabra Egziabher and Alana. 
64lnformants: Sisay, Abara, Taka Balay, Mangistu, Tibabu Warkinah and Alana. 
65 Informants: Abara, Mangistu, Gabra Egziabher, Fissiha Mabralu and Alana. 
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have access to sources of cred it from the modern sector. This was because th ey lacked assets to 

serve as co ll ateral for loans. The shai// shayl credit systelll in the Sudan was usually short term. 

There were three fo rill s of shai// shayl in the Sud an: I) an advance of seed against a future crop. 

2) a middleman service where the money lender took over the whol e cro p at market price, 3) an 

advance of money agai nst futu re crops. The crops that were used in shail/shayl transactions 

included cereals, oi l crops, and grou ndnuts66 My informants assert that the Ethi opian shell 

system was bas icall y the same as the shail/shayl system in Sudan67 

The Ethi opian cooperative farmers in Abdarali hoped to ge t loans from modern lower interest 

cred it in stitutions . In ord er to achi eve thi s they needed to form a farmers ' coo perati ve. Thus, 

fo ll owing Marco 's Fa rm and the Wiilqait Satit-Huillara Fa rm ers Multi-Purpose Cooperati ve 

Soc iety (WS HC) experiences in Satit-Hu mara, the fanne rs in Abdarafi orga ni zed themselves into 

a coo perati vt:: share company in order to get governm ent support.68 In early lJecember 1970 they 

formed a far mers ' coope rative of 24 members. Individual s contributed money in shares and the 

in it ia l cap ital of th e cooperative was Birr 4,000. Other farme rs became interested and w ished to 

join the cooperat ive and the number of farmer members increased to 45 and the ir ca pita l was a lso 

rai sed to Birr 10,000. Bilwdddd Adana Makonan was one of the members of the cooperat ive.69 

However, th ey were not yet reg istered as a farmers' cooperati ve by the Mini stry of National 

Community Deve lopment and Soc ia l Affairs (MNCD) because the Cooperat ive Deve lopment 

Department needed time to stu dy the iss ue and train the members in the runn ing o r cooperatives. 

Acco rdin g to the cooperat ive laws of Ethi op ia, a cooperati ve must be reg istered by the MNC D. 

6& Francis A. Lees and Hugh C. Brooks, The Economic and Political Development of the Sudan (london: Macmillan 
Press Ltd, 1977), pp. 94-95. 

67 Informants: Sisay, Birhanu Asras, Kinde, Sergeant Assiifa, and Hai la Mariam. 

68 Informants: Abara, Mangistu, Gabra Egziabher, Fi ssiha Asras and Alana . 
69 Informants: Taka, Mangistu, Tibiibu and Alana. 

67 



( 

o 

o 

'-

The names, regi stration dates and approximate membership of the cooperati ves should be listed. 

It was on ly in Ap ril 197 1 that the Armachiho-Godabe-Abdara fi Farmers' Mult i-Purpose 

Cooperat ive was legally reg istered by the Ministry of National Community Development and 

Social Affa irs under Registration Number 45. At that time the number 01· members increased to 

11 5 and the ir capita l was ra ised to Birr 28,900. As soon as the cooperative had ga ined lega l 

existence, the Agricultura l and Industrial Development Bank (AIDB) gave cred it that amounted 

to Birr 139, 600 to Armachi ho-Godabe-Abda ra fi Fanners' Mu lti-Purpose Cooperati ve in order to 

so lve its marketing and financi al problems. The Ministry a lso employed and assigned an ex pert 

to the Farmers' Cooperative in order to help it in secretarial and auditing issues70 

In 1972, e ight new members were registered and thi s brought the total number of members of 

the Armachiho-Godabe-Abdarafi Farmers ' Mu lti-Purpose Cooperati ve Society to 123 . The 

membership fee fo r join ing was Birr IS and the price per share was Birr 100. The 10l al shares of 

these members became 314 and their capita l al so became Birr 3 I ,400. The lowest shareholding 

and the hi ghest shareholding of the members was Birr 100 and Birr 3000 respective ly. On the 

other hand, the smal lest and bi ggest land holding of the members was 5 hectares ( I 

hecta re=IO,OOO square meters or 2.47 1 acres) and 600 hectares respect ive ly. Wakshum Nawata 

was the hi ghest shareholder and the biggest land holder7 1 

Ala Wakshum Nawata and Ala Abuhay Gabrahiwat were the first President and Vice President 

of the cooperative respectively. The number of tractors of th e cooperative members at the initi al 

stage was about 30. The farm sites were areas li ke Godabe, Ko radam , Galanluba, Abraha-Enjara 

and Zamanat. 

70Ya Begemederna Simien Taqlay Gizat, "Hulataiiaw .. /1 , p. 122. 
71 TAMS, "The Hum ara Report: Resource ... ", p. 119. 
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In the second round e lection th e cooperati ve had an Exec uti ve Committee of seven men: a 

President, Vice Pres ident, Secretary, Cashier, and three members. The Executive Com mittee 

members in 1973 were: 

I . Ala Abara ?agayii Pres ident 

2. Ala Mas tin Mlidh in Vice President 

3. Ala A lamayahu Mo ll a Secretary 

4. Ala Oagu A lame Cashi e r 

5. Ala T il ahun Mashasha Member 

6. Ala Kibabaw A liime Member 

7. Ala A lameya Mii lese Member 

Two Sub-Committees, each w ith 3 men , were also formed espec ially in two prom is ing farm 

C' vill ages namely, Girar W iha and Abrahaj ira. 

Sub-Committee members in Girar Wuha Village were 

I. Ala Garima Mangistu 2. Ala Tigabie EndihNawn and 3. Ala Muss ie Ambaya 

Sub-Committee members in Ab rahajira Village were 

I . Ala Ewaya A lam Eshat 2. Ala A lalllu N urahu and 3. Ala Tigabu Tas fa hun n 

n. Inform ants: Abara, Mangistu, Gabra Egziabher, and Alana. 
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Photograph 8 & 9: Photographs of Alo Abara ~agaya, the 1973 President of the cooperative. 

Source: Photo Atakilt, taken on Oct. 9, 2013. His youth photograph (left) was taken from Ala Abara 

Sagaya's Photo Album at his home in Gondar, qiibiille 14. 

The introduction of mechanized farming rapidly increased the amount of land under cultivation. 

The number of the Armachiho-Godabe-Abdarafi Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society 

members was also raised to 222 towards the end of 1973. In 1974, the Farmers' Cooperative 

elected a new President. This man was Ato Abuhay Gabra Hiwot. After the outbreak of the 1974 

Ethiopian Revolution, the area fell under the control of the EDU.73 Abdarafi became a battle-

ground between three opposing forces: Diirg, EDU and the Ethiopian People's Revolutionary 

Party (EPRP). But the farmers ' cooperative continued to exist until the beginning of the 1980s. 

Most of the farmers joined the EDU but some of them left for the Sudan. Wakshum Nawata and 

hi s brother Naga Niiwiitii were the founding members of the EDU. Both of them including their 

uncle Bitwiidiid Adana Makoniin were killed in 1983 in different battles. Naga Niiwiitii was killed 

73 Informants: Taka, Nagadu, Abara, Mangistu, liuil, Gabra Egziabher, Fissiha and Alana. 

70 



( 

c 

() 

,., 

by the Dtirg fo rces and Biwtidtid Adana and Wakshum Nawata were stron g ly believed to have 

been kill ed by the EPRP forces. Bil1Vtidtid Ada na ' s two grandsons, Si lashi Iyassu an d Mulu 

Iyassu who were hi s key supporters du ring hi s stru ggle. were also merc il ess ly kil led by the Dtirg 

fo rces. Thi s was rea ll y a famil y tragedy. 74 

3.2. 1.2 TH £ POLICE FARM 

The other modern farm that was estab li shed in Abdaraii \Vas the Po lice Farm. The pioneer for 

the introd uctio n and establi shment of the Police Fa rm was Br igad ier General Seyoum Gessese. 

Brigadier General Seyoum Gessese was the Commander-in-Ch ief of the Po li ce Force of the 

then Go vernorate Genera l of Begemeder and S imien in th e 1950s and 1960s. In hi s a ppointment 

there it was hi s rout ine act ivi ty to vis it Abdarafi, the borderland with Sudan. Though 

Begemeder and Sim ien was ex tens ively farmed rest land , Abdarafi , as noted above, was bush 

and forest, an in acccss ibi c an d w ild almost uncult ivated, ullcontrolled an d unused waste land 

befo re the 1950s. It was onl y in the 1950s that the land started to be cult ivated. It was the ho me 

of wi ld an ima ls and v io lent outlaw robbe rs (shijias). It was not held and possessed in the name 

of any person. T he people fro m the Sudan usua ll y entered Ethiopia in this d irection by cross ing 

the border ill egall y. They benefited a lot by co ll ect ing honey, cuttin g th e trees and us ing the 

land for agri culture. 

The General knew that while other reti red policemen in th e other provinces of the cou ntry were 

given I gasha of land each to culti va te, the re tired pol icemen in 13egemeder and S im ien were 

not, because Begemeder and S imien was a ll rest land where th ere was no unused land to 

" Liqu, See pages 242-243,247-249 and 297-299 for further details. 
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al locate to the po li cemen which was not res!. 75 According to the repo rt in a land tenure survey 

of Begemeder a nd Simien provi nce, " Lands in w hi ch the ri ghts are not enjoyed excl usive ly by 

individuals but shared co ll ective ly by a com munity are known as " rest" ... fa mil y lands.,,76 

Seyoum be li eved that the Abda rafi vi rg in and fe rtil e lowla nd co ul d be cond uc ive for 

o cooperative agricultu ra l development because indi vidual farming in the area wo uld not be easy 

du e to lack of transport and the harsh environme nl. 77 T hus, in about 1965, Seyoum ra ised the 

issue and requested the Emperor throug h Lieutenant Co lonel Tam irat Yigezu . the Governor 

General of Begemeder and Simien, to allocate land in this uncultivated and unu sed area of 

Abdarafi to reti red poli cemen for sel f-h elp cooperative farmin g. The General also confi rmed 

that allotting land to the po licemen in A bdara fi wo uld enab le cont ro l of the border from both 

internal anti -peace forces and the intruding Sudanese fa rm e rs, besides he lpi ng the retired 

I· 78 po Icemen. 

T he Emperor approved the request, real izing that A bdarafi was unused , uncultivated and 

nobod y's rist la nd so fa r. After approva l, General Seyou m cal led to a meeti ng a ll retired police 

and all poli ce st ill acti ve in serv ice inc ludin g those who had been transle rred to the provi nce. 

Di scuss ion was opened in the c ity of GondaI'. A n agreement was reached to form a self-help 

associatio n and a dec is ion was adopted to ra ise money. To thi s effect, the cost of one share was 

Birr 100. Each mem ber was allowed to bu y up to 15 shares in deduction month by month 

o startin g from th e Jun e 1966 salary and finishing the payment within 20 fu ll months. The name 

75 Archi ve of North Gondar Administration Office, A letter from General Seyoum Gesses€, Commander-in-Chief 

of th e police fo rce of Begemeder and Simien to Lieutenant Colonel Tam rat Yigezu, the Governor-Genera l of 

Begemeder and Simien, Folder ')h 91 flII 7n{.,fO·.f A"?')- ""M.I, . ..,. Reference No. 4/125/4533, Ginbot 13, 
1957 f.e, p. l. 

76 Imperial Ethiopi an Government Ministry of land Reform and Administration, "Repo rt on Land Tenure Survey 

of Begemidir & Simien Province, the Department of Land Tenure, Addis Ababa (January 1970), p. 5. 
77 lnformants: Sergeant Maru, 8osho Adugna, Colonel Tigabu; Polisno Ermljow, Sene 30,1959 f.C, pp. 5-6. 

78 Archive of North Gondar Adminstration Office, A letter from General Seyoum Gesses€, ... I p. 1. 
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of the association was chosen as Yti Begemederna Simien "f'tiq/ay Gizal Polis Abaloch Yd Ersha 

Limal Mahbdr (in short Police Farm). Colonel Tamirat Yigezu, the Gove rn or General, was the 

patron. The Executive Comm ittee members of the Assoc iation as stated in the 1971 report were: 

I. Brigad ier General Seyoum Gessese 

2. Colonel Go itom Giibra Egziabher 

3. Major Gabra Nigus Asrat 

4. Captain Ayalew Fita liiw 

5. Second Lieutenant Retia Wakjira 

6. Second Lieutenant Tigabu Tadla 

7. Basha Niguss ie FiiUinii 

8. Basha Berhe Jambiir 

9. Lieutenant Ki fl e We ide Maryam 

10. Lieutenant Ayanaw Sharew 

II . Lieutenant I-Iailu Nigatu 

Pres ide nt 

Vice President 

Treasurer and Auditor (which is 
contradictory since the auditor 

should check the Treasu rer's 
accounts. This later changed . 

Lawyer 

Member 

Vice Aud itor 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Secretary 

This Execut ive Committee was elected to replace some or the founding members who had been 

transferred to other provinces after serving fo r some years, who were 

I. Colonel Dessa legn Tek le Mikael Aud itor 

2. Captai n Teshager I-Iailu Vice President 

3. Captain Gessesse Zewo ld Member 

4. Captain Alemu Yimer Secretary 

5. Capta in Gebre Yohannis Vice Audi tor 
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There were two other policemen who were assigned as a sub-committee to follow up the day- to­
day activity of the farm . These were: 

I. Major Beyene Gebre Executive Chairman and 

2. Corporal Alemseged Ambaw Secretar/9 

Photograph 10: Brigadier General Seyoum Gessese, the founder of the Police Farm 

Source: Ya Begemedema Simien Taqlay Gizat Polis, Yii Polis Abaalach ... p. 16 . 

The association received 70 Gashas (40 hectares = , gasha) of land from AIO Waksum Nawata, 

the Qdhii/e Shum80 The agricultural activity was started in 1967. The initial capital was Birr 

100,000. The amount of money that was collected from the members was Birr 79, 807. Birr 

10,000 was added from Police Headquarters on credit. With this money they bought 2 tractors 

and I grinding mill that worked with engine power from a tractor engine. With these at hand they 

cleared the land by hired labour. In clearing the land they suffered from scorpions and snake 

bites. They tackled the problem with their own qualified doctor and medicine. The members of 

the association were 478. 

79 See Appendix Sa and b ; Ya Begemidirna Simen Taqlay Gizat Polis, YO Polis Aba/atch ... p. S; Palisna frmijaw, 
Sane 30,1959 f.C, p. 6. 

80 Po/isna frmijaw, Tir 15,1963 E.C, p. 6 Polisna frmijaw, Sane 30,1959 E.c, p. 1. 
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The three major crops they produced were cotton, sesame and sorghum. Agriculture was and still 

is rain-fed. [n J 968 their capital was raised to Birr 255,889 and they bought 2 additional tractors. 

Their major problem was how to transport the product to the market. The General reported the 

whole activity of the association to the emperor and requested government help. The emperor 

was very happy when he heard the achievements of the policemen. He gave them I new truck 

with its trailer8l and expressed his happiness in a letter. In his letter, reproduced in the Police 

Gazette, the emperor appreciated the role of the policemen in thei r contribution to economic 

development in cooperation with the people of the area and in gaining a good profit for 

themselves. He confirmed that this was a good start and advised them to go ahead in his letter in 

his own handwriting and with his signature. This is seen in the following photograph. 

Photograph 11 : Letter of the Emperor in his own handwriting. 
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Source: Ya Begemederna Simien Taqlay Giza!, Yd Polis Abaloch ... , p. 25. 

l Thanks to the donated truck, the association was able to transport its products to the Humiira 

Market. 

According to informants, rank distinction was observed within the Police Farm. ~rigad ie r 

General Seyoum Gessese and two other top pol ice offic ials , namely, Major General Drese 

B1 Ya Begemederna Simien Taqlay Gizat, Yii Polis Abalo!i'h ... , pp. 8·9. 
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Dubale, the Commander in-Chief of the Eth iopian Po lice Force and Bri gad ier General Yi mam 

Goshu the Commander- in-Chief of the Rapid Deployment Police Force on the Eth io-S udan 

border, had a separate farm on the other side of the Police Farm. They had 3 tractors. Their farm 

was always guarded by the ordinary po licemen from Gondar82 probabl y without any ex tra pay. 

( 
These policemen worked for the top offic ials for free probabl y in order to ge t help from thei r 

superi ors when they needed it and because they dared not refu se. as in imperia l days a 

superior' s disp leasure was, w ith good reason, feared. 

In both Police Farm sites great progress was achi eved. However there were security problems. 

There were misunderstandings between the qabtille Sh1.lll7 , Waksum Nawata. and the Wiiriida 

Governor, Grazmach Mangistu Yayne. Grazll1ach Miingistu was probably on good terms with 

the top po lice o ffi cials. But the qiibiille Slnnl1 did not see the pol ice in a good light. The other 

o 
bailabals I'j'om A nnachiho were also not pleased to see the new po lice in vestors. They saw them 

as outsiders. Due to th is and probably other reasons, according to informants. Major Beyene 

Gebre, an old ret ired police officer was ki lled merc ilessly in 1971 while at work by one of the 

bal/abals from Armach iho, a gunman named Zii laka Jiimbar. The gunman was not captu red. 

Maj or Beyene Gebre was rep laced by L ieutenant Desta Cheri net. L ieutenant Desta Cheri net 

also became a victim and was Illurdered in 1972 while at work, probab ly by the same person. 

This Illan was stili not captured. The Po lice Farm and the General s' Farm continued up until the 

outbreak o f the 1974 Ethiop ian Revoluti on. After the outbreak of the revo luti on, Abdii rafi fe li 

under the EDU and EPRP and the whole fa rm act ivity of the po licemen co liapsed83 Zaliikii 

82 Informants: Sergean t Maru, Bosho Adugria, Colonel Tigabu, Nagadu, and Mangistu. 
83Begemed ena Simien Taq lay Gizat, "Ya Begemederna Simi en Taqlay Gizat HulaU:inaw ... ", p. 201; Inform ants: 

Sergeant Maru, Basha Adugna, Colonel Tigabu, Nagad u, and Mangistu. 
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Jambar was not captured up to that time. He and hi s brother Ababa Jambarjoined the EDU and 

were finally kil led in 1983 in their fi ght against the EPR p8
'i 

3.2.1.3 THE ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX CH URCH (EOC) DEVELOPMENT COMM ISS ION IN 

Zam~inat 

By the Lega l Not ice No. 4 1 S of 1972 the Ethi opian Orthodox Ch urch Development Comm iss ion 

as an autonomous body under the Church ad ministration was established on 5'10 January, 1972 

under the leadersh ip of the Patriarch , Abba Theophilos. The purpose was to I) encourage and aid 

you ng people to get tra ining in vocationa l education 2) he lp the poor; and 3) generally participate 

and aid in the national endeavour for educational, econom ic and cu ltural deve lopment. The 

sources of income of the Commission were expected to be from an y donations. and an annual 

subsidy gran ted by the Ecc lesiat ical Counci l8 5 

The members of the Executi ve Committee or the Commission we re: 

I. Nibureid Ermias Kebede, General Manager of the Eth iopian Orthodox Church. Cha irman 

2. Abul1a Samuel, the Bi shop of Hossa ina and Haikotchna Butajira Awraja, Member 

3. Ala Belay Abay, Minister of Land Reform, Member 

4. Ala Abera Jem bere, State Minister of the Prime Mini ster' s Office, Member 

S. Ala Abebe Kebede, Qadamawi Haile Selassie Charity Orga ni zat ion, Admi ni strator, Member 
(later on Vice Chairman) 

( 6. Ala Debebe Habte Yohannis, General Manager and Director of the Bank of Add is Ababa, 
Member 

7. Dr. Dagnachew Werku, Director, Ministry of Agricu lture, Member 

8. Ala Gena Desta , General Manager of Ethiopian Orthodox Church Property. Member 

"Uku, pp. 298-304. 
" Nagarit GOleta, 31" Year, NO.6 (Addis Ababa, 5'h January, 1972), pp. 32 and 34. 
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9. Dr Getachew Hail e, Hail e Selass ie I Uni versity, Ass istant Professo r, Member 

10. Ala Getahun Bogale, Director of the Commi ss ion, Member and Secretary (l ater on General 
Manager o f the Commi ss ioll )S6 

An earl y priority was the establ ishment o f an agri cultural project. The respons ibi li ty for thi s 

project was given to the Ethiopi an Orthodox Church Gondar Regional Ecc lesiast ica l Offi ce, and 

the Ethiopian Orthodox Church Deve lopment Commiss ion started its agri cultu ra l deve lopment 

project in Gondar Zuria Awraja in Tach Armachiho in Godebe-A bdara fi WCirCida in a village 

ca ll ed Zamanat in April 1973 (See Ap pendi x v). Financia l and materia l sources were to be 

obtained from Chri sti an Churches of Europe and the United States of Ameri caS? The Zamiinat 

Farm site was first vis ited by Mr. Lakli s from Germany and the initial budget fo r the Zamanat 

agri cultura l project was donated from Ge rm any probabl y from the Lutheran Church. Germ any 

donated Birr 500,000 and medi ci nes . Two Belarus (Russ ian) tractors with their trai lers. one 

Land Rover and one gr inding mill we re bought in Addi s Ahaha for the agricul tural proj ect. 

Under the ord er of General Nega Tegegen, Govern or Genera l in Gondar, the commi ss ion 

received 150 gashas (40 hectares= I gasha) of land from Ala Waksh um Nawiita, the risl aliika 

Ishum. The initial capital was Birr 120,000. Ala Zanaba Nu ri liil was assigned as the General 

Ma nager of the Ziim3nat agri cultura l deve lopment. Ala Tibabu Wa rkina h beca me Finance and 

Adm in istrati ve Officer. 

86 Va Ethiopia Orthodox Tawahido Beta KrisUan Va Limat Komiission, "Va Limal WangEr (Ginbot 1, 1964 E.q, 

pp. 11·l2. 
87 See Append ix 6a and 6b and Appendix 7a. 
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Photograph 12: Alo Zanaba Nurilifi, General Manager of the Zamanat Farm Project. 

Source: His phtograph on his duty-free distribution form(see Appendix viii.) 

Things were not smooth for the Commission workers in the establishment period. The first 

problem came from Grazmach Miingistu Yayne, the warada governor. He did not regard the 

(, Commission in a favourable light. He was also not on good terms with the ballabals especially 

with Wakshum, the risl alaka I shum. Different criminals came to the development camp with 

their guns at different times and threatened the workers, set fire to the camp and burned some 

materials. However, despite all these problems the Commission workers, who were lOin 

number, arranged for hired labour from as far as Gondar and Gojjam to clear the land, but the 

workers suffered from scorpions and snake bites. Finally they managed to grow cotton and 

sesame. All the rations that they had went bad and became inedible due to the hot climate. Thus, 

" 
they were forced to hunt wild an imals like oryx and guinea fowl for food and also ate wad akr 

the coarse variety of sorghum and safra (sorghum vulgare). Water was also a problem. Tractors 

were used for hauling water from the Angiiriib River. In 1973 they produced 400 quintals of 

cotton and 500 quintals of sesame. The sesame was so ld in Abdiirafi by inviting tenders. The 
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Comm iss ion ga ined Birr 120,000. Cotton was taken to Gondar and so ld to the conon ginning 

facto ry for Birr 180,000 88 

When the 1974 Ethiopian Revo lution broke out, there was no peace and stabi li ty in the area. 

Abdarafi fe ll under EDU contro l and the area became a battleground between the Diirg, EDU 

C' and EPRP. There was chaos and no poli tical slability at all. Ordinary crimi nal s came from here 

and there. They fired bull ets from their guns and burned the camp and the grinding mill. In thi s 

period of d isaster, Ala Admassu Enyaw, a COlllmi ss ion worker, was killed. The Rapid 

Deployment Police Force came from their camp at Lugd i and thi ngs were im proved fo r the time 

being. Anyway, 1974 was a yea r of confusion and frustrati on in Abdarafi and its surrounding 

areas89 

In 1975 Ala Getahun Bogale became Execu ti ve Secretary of the Commi ssion and Abba Gabra 

Madh in Oabra Yohanni s (tlie late Abul7a Pa ul os, Patriarch of the Ethi opi an Orthodox Church 

1992-20 12), was assigned as Altern ate General Manager of the Ethiop ian Orthodox Church 

Development Commi ss ion in place of Ala Gelahu n Boga le. In fact. at thi s lime, the Chairman of 

the Eth iopian Orthodox Development Commiss ion was Ala Makonan Zawde90 

In October 1975 Ala Zanaba Nurili ii , the General Manager of the Zamanat agricultural farm , was 

replaced by Ala Alabachaw Kass ie91 According to informants. Ala Zanaba was removed fro m 

his posit ion probabl y because he was a somewhat co rru pt person. The poli tical instability in the 

area might have helped him to be like that. He was not honest. He did not submit the profits of 

the project to the head office. He was also accused of using the Comm iss ion's tractors for his 

88 Informants; Tibabu and liqa Seyuman Gabra Masqal Zaru. 
89 Informants: Uqa Seyuman Gabra Masqal and Tibabu; see also Appendix 6a and 6b. 
90 See Append ix vi. 
91 See Appendix vii . 
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own farm that was given to him by the Qaballe Sini/ll. With a ll these problems, the Ziimii nat 

project could not give benefi t as had been expected. It was short-li ved and final ly collapsed in 

about I 975/1976 92 

3.2.2 IVIATTAIVIA 

MaUimma was and is in Chilga Awraja. Miitamma Yohann is was the sea t o r ad ministrat ion. 

Matamma was a Mikitil Wtirtida and its seat of ad min istrati on was Awateh093 Malaria was 

rampant in Mattam3 and ea rl y settl ement had been dete rred by a high mortality rate. This serious 

problem prevented neighboring highlande rs from explo iting the land. But th is did not mean that 

there was no fa rming at all. It should be remembered that the Mattiima area had been the most 

typica l of the western pla ins cotton growing areas since ancient times. So rghum , the staple food 

in the agrari an economy of the area, was also grown on a large sca le by peasants. Cotton was the 

second most im portant crop. D uring the Italian occupati on a cotton ginllcry was established In 

Matlama, but it was not in operation after the liberation9
" 

In the ear ly I 960s, there were no po li cemen in Matlama. The ballabals fro m Chi lga usuall y 

assigned local border patrol s. Thei r month ly sa lary was Birr 8 onl y. The bal/abals simply gave 

the border patrols ti tles like mtilo altiqa (lieutenant) or shaltiqa (majo r). The ' vtirtida govern or of 

Mattama at that time was Kwaja Hailu and the Qtibtille Slnl/11 was Alo Galayii Gubaw. The chief 

of the border was Mtilo Altika Isaqa Abddu lkarim. Isaqa was a Sudanese national by birth 

92 Informants: Liqa Seyuman Gabra Maskal and Tibjbu. 

91 Va Etiopia Niguse Mengist, Yager Gizat Minister Masihet, ka 1953· 1959, p. 7. 

9i1 Edward G. Nicholson, Cotton Exper t, Food and Agriculture Orga niza tion Mission to Ethiopia, Cotton in Ethiopia 
(Published by Authority or H.E. Balomboras M ahteme Selassi e Weide M asca l, Minister of Agriculture, Chairman of 

the Development Bank, Addis Ababa: Ministry of Agriculture, November 1956), pp. 26-29. 
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but Ethiopian by citizenship. Kwaja Hailu govern ed MatUima up to 1967. The Wiiriida 

admini strat ive centre was Matlama Yohann is95 

Large sca le cotton culti vat ion did not spread In Mattama un til the mid-1960s. According to 

Dessa legn Bizuneh, 

From 1941 to the mid-1960s, Matamma was a sleepy place 
with only a dozen police with their health station and telegram 
service, an eiell1en/w)' schoul, clIsloms buildings. lI 'orada 
administration and the prostitlltes lI'ith laced tedla and taji 
houses being the onlv signs a/modernity in the village. It ",as 
as i/ it had not once been a busy and crowded place ' I'here 
items rangil1g./;'oll7 'a l1eedle to a camel ' were fa lind il1 large 

.. 96 
quantities .. 

According to informants, in abou t 1965 Sisay Birhanu and Abata Shi faraw ofChaqo M ichael in 

Chi lga Awraja went to I(okit, a vi llage in Mattama Wiidida. [0 engage in agr iculture. They had a 

pair of oxen each and one donkey. They took a Birr 100 loan from some individua ls and agreed 

to return it by doubling the loan (Birr 200) based on the traditi onal cred it system. At Kokit, they 

met the Gumuz bai/abats like Fitawrari Hassan Liqu . L iyon and Tarab. Fitawrari Hassan Liqu 

was the rist kifil Sll1l1l1 of the Gumuz land in Kokit. They introdu ced th emse lves to the Gumuz 

ballabat by givin g him one porcelain cup o f coffee beans because they knew that the Gumuz 

people in general liked coffee. They to ld Fitawrari Hassan that they needed land to farm. 

Fitawrari Hassan allowed them to choose the best land and start to clear and I'arm it. The Gumuz 

had ori ginally no knowledge of oxen tarming. They learned oxen farm ing after establ ishing 

contacts with the Amhara hi glanders. Sisay and Abatii fami li ar ized themselves with the Gumuz 

people and started farm ing. The major problem they faced was snakes and scorpions while 

clearing the land. Food shortage was also another prob lem. Sisay had hi s own gun and so lved the 

9S Informants: Slsay, Bi rhanu, Kinde, Sergeant Assafa, and Hail a Mariam. 
95 Dessalegn Bizun eh, p. 34. 
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shortage of food by hunting wil d animals. Abalii became seri ously sick from malari a and 

returned to Chaqo Michael. Another ti'i end who joined Sisay was Getahun Makonan. 97 

Both started a sett led life by construct ing sma ll cottage houses. They grew sorghum and sesame 

and so ld them in Sudan and Humiira markets. A quintal of sesame at that period of time was 

so ld for 60 Birr on ly, but acco rding to the informants thi s was a good sum of money fo r the 

farmers at that time9S 

Around the mid 1960s some drought-affected people from Wii rahimiino 1'/J I'raja of the 

neighbouring Wollo Govern orate General came and settl ed in a place called Yifag in Libo 

Awraja in Kamkam Wtiri:ida near Add is Zaman. Li Fe in Yi fag was not easy and simple for these 

people, so that these people then moved to Miitamma WtirCida in Chil ga Awraja. Miitiimma was a 

fo rest land. It was inaccess ible to everyone before 1964 and 1965. No one li ved in the area 

except very few Gumuz peopl e here and there. These Wa//oye (Wollo) people came and se ttl ed 

in the uncul tivated area of Birshigll around Giind ii Wuha and started a new life by pract icing 

agr iculture on a small scale. They planted a cotton loca ll y kno wn as qtichtire cotto n. Th is type 

of cotton , acco rdin g to my info rmants, was thin and its lint was also very short. It does not give 

results in the first yea r after plant ing. Its seeds could be reproduced and multiplied every year 

and coul d give good results for 7-8 yea rs. This type of cotton was widely used in the area before 

1967. Even now it is used by peasants in the countrys ide. The farmers depended on seeds fro m 

their own cotton plan ts, obtained every year, instead of seeds bought from off-farm outside 

sources. From 1968/69 onwards, modern types of co tton seeds known as Acala (USA) and Israe l 

(Gedera) came to the area and replaced the qochCire cotton. Step by step more people started to 

97lnformants: Kindie and Sisay. 
9s/bid. 
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come from Wo ll o and the num ber of the Wofloyoch (peopl e 01' Wollo) increased. Their 

settlement area also increased. They occup ied different loca lit ies like Agam Wuha, Das and 

Uimlam Tarara. Their li fe improved. This inspi red the people of the sur l'O unding highlands to 

come and start agri cultu ral act iviti es . Through time the Gumuz were repl aced 99 

o Also in about 1966 some veteran sold iers from Azazo came and were allotted land by the 

o 

l, 

Qdbdlle Slnlll1, Alo Ga laya Gubaw, at Kumar. These veteran so ldiers were the members of the th 

Army Division. They are sa id to have parti cipated in the Eth iopian fo rce in the Korean War 

( 1950-1953) and the Peacekeeping Miss ion in the Congo. They were organ ized in an agri cultural 

assoc iation . Their association was ca ll ed Manama Wdriida Agricultu ral Associatio n, Yd 

Miitldma Wdriida Gibrina Mahb iir (C ivil Mahbdr). The Chairman of the assoc iation was 

Ddjazmach Taddasa Lama who was the commander-i n-chief of the Niich Liibash (a civilian 

police force during the imperia l period) of Begemeder and Simien wo The Vice Chairman was 

Grazmach Hailu Ababaw and the members of the assocat ion. according to the associat ion 

minute, were 83. Brigadi er Gene ral Nega Tegegn, the Governor General, was one of the members. 

Wdizdro Abakya lash Yimar popularl y known as Abakya lash Gondar, the owner of a fa mous Id) 

blil (ld) se ll ing house) in the city of Go ndaI' and other we ll known fi gures li ke Gerima Tafere, a 

loca l hi stor ian of the Ital ian Period and the father of Professor Hail e Gerima, were al so members. 

The initia l capital of the Manama Wdrdda Agricultural Association was 100,000 Birr. 101 

In 1967 kwa)a Hailu died and GrazlI1ach (commander of the left) Mul ugeta Malkie was 

appointed as the new Wdriida Governor. Grazmach Mu lugeta made a ca ll to Ethiopian nationals 

99 lnformants: Kindie, Sisay, Birtukan Chane, Haila Mariam and Sergeant Assafa . 
looArch ive of North Gon dar Zone Administration, Folder 'ih 19/ t:'1] ' ·"1;t't.\;J {\O)·t.·:(: (1;) '(; 0 0 /., .( An 

Application letter from Mattama Wdrdda Agricultural Association to Gondar Province, 21/ 9/64 E.C, p. l. 
101Arch ive of North Gondar Zone, Folder '/ )1 191 'T' 'T't.\ ;J {\OJ·t·:(: n~~ c; 0 0 /.,:, - A Minute of Matama 

Wdriida Agricu ltural Association in 4 pages, Tahsas 27, 1965 E.C, pp. 1·4. For further information see Appendix 
lOa-d. 
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who were in the Sudan in search of wo rk and to those who were in the surroundin g highlands to 

come to Miittama and develop the area through agricul ture. Modern ag ric ultu ral development in 

l-/umara and Abdarafi attracted the people in and around Manam a. Thus. a la rge number of 

people came to Kok it and Warkamba. For instance, two brothers, Fitaye Assegu and Getahun 

Assegu (General Manager of Gondar Cotton Ginn ing Factory), came to Kokit. They needed to 

hire a foreigner who was skill ed in modern agri cultural development. For thi s they approached 

Alo Gerima Tafere and asked him fo r help through hi s wife because hi s wife was a Greek 

national. Alo Gerima and hi s wife helped the two brothers by bringing a Greek national whose 

name was Atanasios. On the other hand , Se id and Umar Hassan recrui ted an Israeli national 

whose name was Shawil Zehabi. Such init iat ives were the beginning of modern agri culture in 

Mattama. Tractor-owning farmers, tractor- renting fa rmers, oxen farmers, oxen-rent ing farmes 

and even siluka farmers (those who used a digg ing stick) started to come to Maltama in 

increas ing number. Vlost fann ers joined farmers ' cooperati ves. t02 

The members of the 81h Brigade who had served for a long peri od or time wcre also allotted land 

in Maltama. They were organized in a farmers ' association . Their assocation was ca ll ed Yti 

Siminttiglla Brigade Yti Reijill'l Ageilgilol Yei Ersha Mahbiir (E igth Brigade Long Service Farmers' 

Association) Other indi vidual rich rarmers who had tractors we re also farmin g individua ll y in 

competition. Some of these were Tafara Alamu , Mangistu T irunah , Co lonel l3erhe I-Iadgu, 

Damoz Tassiima, Capta in Sisay Tagaii, Kidane Assaghagn. Haji Suleman Mafa, Hail e Radda 

and others. tal 

l02 lnformants: Sisay, Kinde, Sergeant Assafa, and Haila Mariam . 
103 Archive of North Gondar Zone Admin istration, Folder .")1 19/ 1rJ}' "V' t.\;J 1,0)'(.·:': (I ;).C; ant.·i· An 

Applica tion from 13 farmers to the Ethiopian Developm ent Bank, Hidor 21, 1960 E.C, p. l. 

85 



( 

Another fann ers' associati on In Mattama that was establi shed in the 1960s was Yei Kakil Y6 

Ersha Sira Mahbar (Kokit Farmers' Association). Most of the members in th is mahbar 

(assoc iation) were govern ment ministers and bal/abals. The Chairperson was Ala Birhanu Asras 

(Fou nding member and Board Member of Gond aI' Conon Ginning Factory). We have no enough 

o information on all these. In the archi ves there is nothing about their act ivities or achievments. 

The informat ion from the archives is about the border di sputes between the different farmers' 

associations. Good examples of these were d isputes betweenYa Koki t Ya Ersha Si ra Mah bar 

(Kokit Fa rmers Association) and the Mattama Warada Agr icultural Assoc iation (C ivil 

Mahbar) .I04There was no precise demarcation of land on the ground and measurement was only 

by paci ng out land or by saying for example from thi s tree to that tree, or thi s rive r to that ri ver, 

thi s hill to that hill. Therefore boundary di sputes were very com mon and there were long-

(., standing unreso lved cou rt cases over these boundaries. lOS 

<. 

The di ffere nce between fa rmers' cooperatives and farme rs' assoc iations was that the farmers' 

associations were not registered by the Min istry of National Community Development and 

Social Affairs like the fa rmers' cooperatives and were not ab le to take loans from the AIDB 

unless they had a guaranto r. Their similarity was that ifboth had tractors they were ab le to take 

duty-free fuel from the govern ment. 106 

104Arch ive of North Gondar Zone Adminislration, Fold er .',)/ 191ft" "}) ' t.\ ;; (l(V· {.,:<: (l:J 'r, ao/. .. j . An application 

letter from Kokit Farmers Associati on to lieutenant Colonel Tami rat Yigezu, Governor General of l3egemeder and 

Simien, Ginbot 18, 1964 E.C, pp . 1-2. 
105 See Appendix 17a and b and Appendix 18. 
106 Informants; Zanaba, Yirsaw and Sisay. 
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3.2.2.1 MATTAMA AND MAHBARA SELASSIE FARMERS MULTI-PURPOSE COO PERATIVE 

SOCIETY AND OTHER FARMERS'ASSOCIATIONS 

Mattama-Mahbara Selass ie Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperati ve was regi stered by the Ministry 

of National Commu nity Development and Social Affa irs. It was estab li shed in 197 1. There were 

800- 1000 farmers. 107 Farmers we re allocated land from both Mattama Wiirtida and Mahbara 

Selass ie Monastery. The land from Ko ki t as far as the front ier post of Mattama Yohanni s was 

under Matlama and the land from Mahbara Selass ie Monastery as far as Kokit be longed to the 

monastery. The border of the monastery and Mattama ad mini stration wit hin the Miitlama 

Wtirtida were GanaUi Maryam, Jajabit and Shin fa river. The fanners who were all otted land from 

Mattama got their association membership identification ca rds from Ala Galaya Gubaw, the 

Qiibtille Sinon of Mattama Wtiriida.Tho se fa rmers who were allotted land [i'om Mahbara Selass ie 

got their association membership iden tification cards from the monastery. Mattama farmers pa id 

the production tax to Mattama Weirdda. On the other hand, Mahbara Sclass ic fanners paid their 

. I~ production tax to the monastery. Farmers who were allotted land by the monastery were 

expected to give free labour to the monastery in time of harvest. A Il otment of land was on an 

individual bas is li ke in I-Iumara and Abdarafi . This mean s farmers paid thei r production tax 

individuall y. The farmers saw the formation of fanners' cooperati ve as an advantage because 

they faced so many prob lems prior to the format ion of a cooperative . These were lack of money 

and the traditional cred it system (shell system) al so demanded a very high interest rate. They 

were forced to get money immed iate ly by se lling Iheir prod ucls to the surrounding merchanls at 

a lower pri ce. It was this and other problems that led the fa rmers to fo rm a cooperative in ord er 

to get loans from modern credit institutions. The Executi ve members of the cooperati ve were: 

107 Va Begemederna Simi en Taqlay Gizat, "Hul.3tanaw .. ", p.122 . 
108 Ibid. 
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I Alo Kabada Chako l President 

2. AIO Aliim u Tiissama Vice President 

3. Ala Gabre Tiichanaw Secretary 

4. Ala Atanaw Wass ie Treasurer 

5. Ato Sisay Birhan u Member ,09 

Ala Kabada Chakol was from Gojjam. Ala Aliimu Tassama was from Wollo and Ala Gabre 

Tiichaniiw, Ala Atanaw Wasse and Ala Sisay Birhanu were all from Chilga Awraja (Gonda r). 

The num ber of the tractor farmers at the for mati ve stage was abou t 300. Th is does not include 

oxen fa nners. Oxen fa rmers were more than 500. There were later about 400 tractors. The tota l 

area of land that was under Mattama-Mahbiirii Selassie Fa rmers Mult i-Pu rpose Cooperat ive 

Society was according to info rman ts, more than 1000 gashas.'I O 

Some of the fa rming vi ll ages were: 

I. Ga nda Wu ha 2. Kumar 3. Das 4. Kok it 5. Shi nfa 6. Marm iya 7. Aftit 

8. Shimii la Gam 9. Mattama Yohann is 10. Dalo ll o 1 I. Maqa 12.Achiira 

13.Akushara 14. Lencha 15. Gubay 16. A wasa Lasta 17. Shasige 18. Kama6ha la 

19. Shimal Tarara 20. Tumiit 2 1. Wiida Gamzo 22 . Agam Wu ha 23 . Nagade Bah ir 

24. Awlala 25. Warkamba, and there were others. 

The fanners produced three major crops: cotton, sesame. and sorghum. Sorghum was usua ll y 

used fo r loca l consllmption. They sold the sesame product in the Humara Market and they took 

the cotton to Gondar and so ld it in Gonda r to the Cotton Ginn ing and Process ing Factory." I 

109 Informants; Sisay, Kinde, Sergeant Assafa, and Haila Mariam. 
110 Inform ants: Sergeant Assafa, M andafro, Sisay and Kindie. 

111 Informants: Haila Mariam, Inspector I3ihonen, Sergeant Assafa, Mandafro, and Sisay. 
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Before the establishment of the Gondar Ginning factory it is to be remembered that the 

cooperative farmers used to sell their cotton to the Sulmat Company in Asmiira. 112 

Photograph 13: Alo Sisay Birhanu one of the pioneers of modem agriculture in Matlama. 

Source: Taken from Alo Sisay's Photo Album at his home in Gondar, Kiibiille 15. 

Farmers were happy in gaining good profit. Their life was changed for the better. They also 

contributed a lot to the economic development of Ethiopia in general and to the development of 

the warada and Gondar in particular. Yirga Dubalii, a poet from Chilga, said the following in his 

Amharic poem regarding the significance of agricultural development. 

I'hn7i OO,}'7l1T I'n.TI'"A'f OO,}'7i1T 9"tJC "'''lI.f. 

"'1l7i'} cn.f: lIC moo'm Ooo.f. 

hW} l''''1l7i f/'lOT'} /'III 

h uA tjA4'ool\- h'M.C h/'l h,eCD'i 113 

112 Solomon Addis, "A History: of the City of Gondar 1934-1966E.C' (M.AThesis, Departmental History, Addis 
Ababa University, June 1994), p. 239. 

113 Informant: Sisay. 
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The govern ment of Habasha [Ethiopia] is mistaken in not li stenin g to advice. 

It preferred to buy a gun for Birr 100 than buying an important plough for Birr I. 

A plough helps to ti ll the land and produce crops for food. 

The lip (mouth) can not have a lovely look without fo od. 

Every farmer saw sesame as a Ntich Almaz (white diamond, th at is of great val ue for him se lf). 

Based on thi s interpretation ,Yirga again com pared coffee with sesame. He said that harvesting 

sesame is more advantageous than coffee. According to the same poet Virga . 

It takes 7 years to harvest coffee 

Sesame needs 3 months only to be harvested . Thus, a farmer co uld 

return hi s loans ifhe had loans w ithin three months rath er than 

waiting for seven whole years. 

One hot issue that disturbed the farm ers and a ll the peop le of Mattama Yohannis was the 

attempt to transfer the Wtirtida ce ntre of admin istration from Manama Yohannis to Tandalt i, 

some 12 kms from Mattama Yohannis. The then Mattama Wtirtida Governor, Major Maru 

Garad, requested higher officials to approve the plan and allow him to make a chan ge of 

location and a new town plan w ith the help of the gove rnm ent (See Appendix x). In his request 

he put forward as reasons for the transfer. shortage of water and security problems. He believed 

that Mattama Yohan ni s was very near to neighboring Sudan (Gallabal) and was exposed to a ll 

kinds of clanger. 115 This proposed move was not liked by th e people of the town. They reacted 

w ith their four pages petition and appealed to Lieutenant Colonel Tamirat, the Governor 

l1<1 Jbid 
115 Archive of North Gondar Administration, Folder ft(l)·&,;~ 19/4]' 4]'(.\;; ~lm'6':(: (l;JS n o /,.,;' a letter from 

Tariku Falaka, Engineer to Lieutenant Colonel Tamirat Yigezu, Miazia 17, 1960 E.C, p. 1 
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General (See Appendices ixa_d)." 6 The case was presented to the central gove rnrnent. The 

central governrnent saw the different reports and the peop le's react ion in th e area and fi na lly 

dec ided that Mattarna Yohann is shou ld rel11 a in the wdrdda centre. '17 

The other rnajor prob lem becal11e the po lit ical turl110 il in the area. A fter the 1974 revo lut ion, 

Mattarn a was a batt leground espec ia lly between the Ddrg and the EDU. The rea l batt le between 

the Ddrg and the EDU started, acco rding to Dessa legn, on Novern ber 2 1, 1976. The 1110st se rious 

fi ghting between the EDU and the Ddrg took place on Ap ril S, 1977 . EDU forces were supported 

by some so ldiers of the Sudanese regular arrn y and Mattii rna town was burned down. A lmost all 

houses, business prel11i ses and chu rches and rn osq ues were tota ll y destroyed in the course of the 

fi ghti ng. Ma ny so ldiers includ ing civilians were kill ed and wounded. Li eutenant Isaqa 

Abdu lkaril11, the we ll kn own pol ice offi cer in Mattama, was also kill ed. The peop le of Mattama 

Yohanni s and the Ddrg so ldiers retreated and sett led in what late r becarne the new II 'iiriida 

capital of Mattal11a, Ganda Wuha (Shahdi), some 40 kl11 s frorn Mattii ma Yohannis.The EDU 

forces contro led areas like Mattal11a, Ko ki t, Das and other areas for sorne tirne. It was on ly at the 

end o f August 1977 that the Ddrg's Red Arm y (Ndbiilbal (Fl arn e)) under the leadership of Major 

Biiqii ll a Banjaw fo rced the EDU to nee to Suda n. I IS 

Though the Ddrg contro ll ed Miittii rn a, people could not lead a sett led li fe in Mattal11a Yohannis 

because the town was tota ll y destroyed by the war. Thi s led Matamma Yo hanni s to lose its status 

as the wdrdda capital to Ganda Wuha (Shahdi ). A few peop le who did not want to aba ndon the ir 

sett lement retu rned to MiiWi ma Yohannis. SO l11 e o f thel11 we re pl'Ost itutes and others were 

116See Appendix ixa -d and Append ix i for further details. 
117 Archive of National Library, Folder 275 Ethio-Sudan border : Satit-Humara 17.2.406.A, A letter from Ato 

Legesse Bezu, Ministry of Interior to Ministry of Education No. 18/10936 Megabit 3,1964 E.C, p.1 
118 Dessalegn Bizuneh, pp. 49-50, 
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contraband merchants. Those who were afraid of the Nationa l Military Service of the Diirg 

crossed the Miittama border and fl ed to Sudan and then to Europe or Ameri ca. Though the EDU 

fo rces left Miittiima for Sudan, other armed gro ups like the Eth iopian People's Revolutionary 

Party (EPRP), Tigrayan Peop le's Librati on Front (TPLF), and Eritrean Libration Front (ELF) 

came to the area. H owever, th e Dtitg managed lO control th e area once aga in . ll
!) 

The Diirg se izure of power and its land policy was another prob lem especially fo r the big 

fanners. Most of them left fo r Sudan and others, li ke Atanaw Wase, j oined the EDU . The 

political instab ility was also seen as an advan tage to the treasu rers of the cooperati ves. Most of 

them took the money that was in their hands. For instance, according to in fo rm an ts, Atanaw 

Wase took Birr 90,000 and joined the EDU. The Diirg saw Mahbara Selass ie Monastery as 

"Adhari Gadam" ( a reactionary monastery), took much of its land and gave it to new settl ers 

from Chil ga. The Diirg tri ed to develop the Miittiima and I-Iumiira areas through mechan ized 

agriculture. However, it was not successful due to health problems, unskilled manpower and lack 

of modern machinery.120 According to Hammond, 

When/he Delg overthrew Emperor Haile Sellasie, il placed 
all land under stale ownership. The large landowners leji 
Ihe area and the Detg setup slalejCmns. These jemns were 
never velY success!i.II, largely due 10 heavy flghling in Ihe 
area, ineffiCient managemenl and lack a/popular support 
jor collectivized/elrming. Large slrelches 0/ land there/ore 
sal idle/or 111'0 decades. 121 

The next chapter di scusses so il s, farmers, tractors and crops, land tenure and the role of financial 

institut ions, in grant ing loans and labour. 

n' tbid., p. 51. 

120 Informants: Abba Gabra T~adiq, Sisay, Ki nde, Sergeant Assafa, and Haila Mariam. 
121 l aura C. Hammond, "Returneess, local farmers and big business: the politics of land allocation in Hum era, 

Ethiopia" in Dessategn Ra hm ato (ed.) Land Tenure and Land Policy in Ethiopia after the Derg. Proceedings of the 
Second Workshop of Land Tenure Project (Addis Ababa University: Land Tenure Project In stitute of Development 
Resea rch, 1994), p. 249. 
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CIIAI'TER FOLIR 

SOILS, fA RMERS, TRACTORS AND CROPS, LAN D TENURE, THE ROLE OF FIi\'ANC IAL 
INSTITUTIONS IN G IV\ NTI NG LOA i\ 'S AN D LABOU R 

INTROD UCTIO!\ ' 

In th is chapter I discuss a number of different but related aspects of Abdarafi and Mattiima. I 

descr ibe the so il s and the prob lem of wo rking them and how the land was used. The difrerent 

types of fanners are ex plained and their use of a var iety of tractors and agri cultura l impl ements. 

The va luable concession of duty-free fue l for tractors for agricu ltu ral use is described. I give an 

account of the credit to farmers provided espec iall y by the Ag ri cu ltural and Industria l 

Development Bank. The chapter exp lai ns the land tenure o f the area in the imperial period and 

how land was allocated to indi viduals seek ing to farm it. There is a description o f the most 

important crops in the area and how they were cu ltivated. The quest ion of labour and labo ur 

costs concludes the chapter. 

4. 1 SO ILS 

The so il s of the study areas are predom inantly ver ti sols, dark c lay types of so ils with little 

organic matter. ' Acco rding to Thompson and Troeh, verti so ls develop cracks at least I cm. wide 

and 50 cms. deep during the dry seasons. They contain at least 30 per cent clay. The so il is liable 

to shrink and swell. Verti so ls have a unique "self-swa ll owing" acti on. The surface so il fa ll s into 

the cracks during the dry seasons. Write rs have confirmed that when there is ra in the soi l absorbs 

water through the cracks as we ll as the surface. Whenever the soil swells it shifts to 

accommodate the extra soi l that has fa ll en down the cracks 2 McCann also comments 

Verlisols are ill-suiled 10 ox-plough agricl.Ililire. since Ihev 
lend 10 smear and cake wilh Ihe firsl moislure, 10 'I'alalog 

' tLRI and MoARD, "Metema Pilot ... ", p.7 . 
\ouis M. Thompson and Frederi ck R. Troeh, 50i/s and Soil Fertility, Fourth Edition, (New Delhi: Tata McGraw­

Hill, 1982), p. 377. 
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C II A PTER rOll i{ 

SO ILS, FA RMERS, TRACTO RS AND C RO PS, LAND TEN URE, HI E n OLE OF FINANC IAL 
INST ITUTIONS IN GRANTI NG LOANS AND LABO UR 

INTRODUCTI ON 

In thi s chapter I di scuss a number of di fferent but related aspects o f Abdara fi and Mattama. I 

describe the so i ls and the probl em of working them and how the land \Vas used. The different 

types of farmers are explained and the ir use o f a vari ety of tractors and agri cultu ral implements. 

The va luab le concess ion of duty-free fuel for tractors for agricultural use is described. I give an 

account of the credit to fa rmers provided especiall y by the Agri cultura l and Industr ial 

Development Bank. The chapter expla ins the land tenure of the area in the imperial period and 

how land was allocated to ind ividuals seek in g to farm it. There is a descri pti on o f the most 

important crops in the area and how they were culti vated. The question of labour and labour 

costs conc ludes the chapter. 

4. 1 SO I LS 

The soils of the study areas are predominantl y verti so ls, dark clay types of so i ls wi th l ittl e 

organic matter. ' According to Thompson and Troeh, vert iso ls deve lop cracks at least I cm. wide 

and 50 cms. deep during the dry seasons. They contain at least 30 per cent clay. The so il is l iable 

to shrink and swell. Verti sols have a unique "se l f-swallowing" act ion. The surface soil fall s into 

the cracks during the dry seasons. Writers have confi rmed that when there is rain the so il absorbs 

water through the cracks as we l l as the surface. Whenever the soil swe l ls it shifts to 

accommodate the ex tra soi l that has fa llen down the cracks2 M cCann also comments 

Verfisols are ill-su i fed fo ox-plough agriclIlf"re . . l il7ce fhey 
lend to smear and cake with the .firsl moisture, 10 II'Cller/og 

' ILRI and MoARD, " M etema Pitot. .. ", p.7. 

2Louis M. Thompson and Frederick R. Troeh, Soils and Soil Fertility, Fourth Edition, (New Delhi: Tata M cGraw­

Hill, 1982), p. 377. 
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during the rains, and to drv and crack quickly when the rains 
cease. These considerations made the liming 0/ clf/livation 

critical-and hence labour -intensive - since only the period 
soon ((Iier the rains begin is suitablelor the highland scratch 
plough to break the soil's heavy crust. 3 

Kahsay and Campbel l al so wrote on the problem of waterl ogging. According to them, 

waterl ogg ing is an important environmental probl em that comes as a result of the characterist ics 

of the so il and the amou nt of rainfall ." Soils prone to water logg in g arc also dirlicult lor traclors 

to farm. Cul tivat ion prob lems occur due to extreme stickiness of the so il s when wet unless a 

specially designed tractor-drawn rotavator (a lso rotovator) , a machine with rotat ing blades for 

breaking up the so il , is used 5 However, rotavators were not used in my areas 6 

Nevertheless, conditions are otherwise excellent fo r growing some mechani zed rain-fed crops 

mainly sesame, so rghum and cotton. This means onl y crops that do not really tolerate 

waterl ogged conditions were and are grown on the soil7 Weeding is also a major expense for 

both large and small-sca le fa rmers. There are many noxious weeds including parasitic weeds 

such as s friga (commonl y known as witchweed or witches' weed). Th is is a parasitic pla nt Ihat 

occurs in parts of Afri ca, Asia, and Austral ia. In addition to these problems, clearing of forest 

and bush for settl ement and for small Ilarge-scale fa rms and for fu el requ irements in charcoal 

making was required. Unfortunate ly va luable incense and gu m plants were also cut and 

destroyed indi scrim inately during th is process. There was also a culture or se lling fire 10 the 

3 McCann, p. 126. 
' Kahsay Berhe and Campbel l, p. S. 
5 Atakilt, p. 10. 
6 Informants: Sisay, Abara, Kindie, Tibabu, Mangistu and Alana. 
7 Informants: Haila Mariam, Sergeant Assafa, Sisay, I Abara, Kindie, Tibabu, Mangistu, and Alana. 
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forest and bush lands in order to ki ll ticks and to encourage the growth of new grass. During this 

process flora and fauna were destroyed and there was environmental destruction in loss of trees. 8 

Photograph 14: A tractor of Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) getting stuck in mud in the 
wet season in Abdiirafi 

Source: Taken ITom Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) MSF-Holland Abdurafi Project, 2014, p. 4. 

4.2 LAND USE 

4.2.1 ABDARAFI 

Land use in Humlira, Wlilqait, ~liglide, Tach Armachiho (Abdlirafi) and Mattama in the early 

I 970s is shown in the following Table. 

Table 7: Land Use ofSiitit-Humiira, Wiilqait, $agiide and Tach Armachiho (Abdiirafi), early I 970s. 

Zone/Area Cultivated Land Arable land Non-arable land Total Area 

ha. ha. ha. ha. 
A 78,150 24,000 31,740 133,890 
B 85,220 8,000 41,280 134,500 
C 140,755 85,000 287,855 513,610 
Total 304,125 117,000 360.875 782,000 

A~ Siitit-Humiira B~ Wiilqait and Siigiide C~ Tach Armachiho (Abdiirafi) 

Source:Adapted TAMS, "The Humera Report. Investment 
p. 8 

Proposal" (February 1974), 

According to the Humara report, 

' Kahsay and Campbell, p.S. 
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All oJthe cultivated land is lIsedJor d,y landji:lI"ming. Over 
50 percent of this land is cultivated by tractor; Ihe 
introduction of mechanized Jann ing some 25 years ago 
rapidly increased the amount oJland under cultivcllion .. 

... the cultivated area is planted to sesame and sorghum. 
Cation is the principal remaining crop. others being millet. 
maize, and peppers. Trees of both the woodland savannah 
and the non-arable land are used for building material. 
charcoal production or fi rewood and tool making. These 
lands are also used for light grazing and serve for wildlife 
food and cover. 9 

4.2.2 MATTAMA 

Accord ing to Mattama Wardda Office of Agri cultu re, the total area of the wdradu is about 440 

thousand ha. Much of the warada was acacia dominated fo rest and grass lands. Its land use is 

shown in the fo ll owing Table. 

Table 8: Land use of Malt ~illla Warada . 

- - -
land Use Type Area (ha) 

Culti vated Land t03,908 
Unculti vated Land which coul d be cultivated 23 , 877 --
Forest + Grassland 312,300 
Total Area 440. 085 

-- -
Source: Adapted from the IlRI and MoARD, p. 8. 

Note: T hi s is current data . I could not get sources for land lise of MtiWima in Ihe 19605 and 19705 due to lack of 

sources. I believe that the cu ltivated land was Illllch less than the uncultivated and forest-grn ss lands orlhe 19605 and 

19705 because according to a sou rce, the culti vated lands of M~iWil11a in the 19705 were less than tile cul tivated 

lands of i-Iumara and Abdara fi (Source: Begelllederna Simien Taq lay Gizat, "Ba Begeilledcrna Simi en Taql ay Gizat 

I-!u latanaw .. . ", p, 122). 

The Ban ishangul-Gumuz, the home of the Gumuz people is located in the western part of the 

country, sharing an in ternational bord er wi th Sudan in the west. Banishangul -G umLt z shares 

borders with the Amhara, Oromia, and Gambe lla regiona l states . The Gumuz people depe nd ed 

on a customary land tenure system of communal ownership. They have traditionally been 

shifting culti vato rs. The fi ve largest eth nic groups reported in Mattama are the Am hara. the 

'TAMS, "The Humara Repo rt. Inveslment Proposa l" (February 1974), p. 8. 
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Qimant, the Tigraya n, the Gumuz and the Agaw Awi. Starting in the 1950s, the Am hara sett lers 

moved to the area because of ' distress push ' mi gration mainl y from drought-affected areas of 

Wollo, and later th rough state-sponsored forced resettlement schemes by the DCirg reg imel O The 

original inhabitants of Mattama wtireida (Kokit area in western Chil ga) are the Gum uz. Until 

recentl y, the Gumuz practiced only a little slash and burn farming us in g only di gg ing st icks. 

They also hunted wild animal s. They produced so rghum. Sorghum was their stap le crop and it 

still remains the maj or food crop in the Weireida. The two other major crops in the area were 

sesame and cotton. Agriculture is rain -fed . Due to the pressure of'newcomers from th e hi ghlands. 

the Gumuz are now concentrated in only a few areas and live close to each oth er. Now they are 

found in three areas, namely, Kumar Aft it, Tumat, and $hinfa. Currently the total number of the 

ind igenous Gumuz wo uld be around 500 households." They have been ev icted from their form er 

( villages at Kokit and Warqamba. The Gumuz people do not culti vate the ir fi elds intens ive ly. 

( 

Rather, they cultivate a given plot of land for about 3 to 5 yea rs then leave it to I ie fa llow when a 

decline in yield is perceived. With in the ir own clan terri to ry, new land is then clea red and 

cu lti vated in the same way until th e yie ld is aga in seen to d epl ete. '~ 

There are three major rivers that drain the wCireida . These are the Shin fa. Guan g, and Ganda 

Wuha. They are not rea ll y adequate for irri gation owing to insuffic ient water at times because the 

ri vers have a reduced vo lume of water during the dry season. Groundwater is ava ilab le between 

10m. and 16m. depth in the plains and vall ey bottoms. '3 

1Olnformants: Abba Gabra ~adjq, Sisay, Abara, Kindie, Tibabu, Mangistu, and Alana. 
11 ILRI and MoARD, p. 7. 

120essalegn Bizuneh, p. 39. 

l3 ILR I and MoArd, p. 20. 
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"Metema is one of th e woredas where gu m and incense is collected. The main spcc ies for incense 

prod uct ion is Baswe//a papyri!era, whil e Acaia seyal and A. palyc/cc/l1lha are used for gum 

d . ,, 14 
pro uct.on 

4.3 TYPES OF FARMERS 

( In the peri od of my di ssertatio n the farmers in Abdarafi and Manama ca n be grou ped into three 

types: I) tractor-owni ng fa rmers 2) tracto r-rentin g farmers and 3) oxen lanners. T he tractor-

ownin g farme rs were farmers who owned tracto rs indi vidually or in partnership. The tractor-

rentin g fa rmers were of two categories. In the fi rst category. tractor-re ntin g was practiced in a 

fa irl y la rge area. Tractors were rented on a pri vate basis by cash or paYlllent in kincl. Most ol't he 

fanners who rented tracto rs had a ni mal power but wished to culti vate a larger area by us ing 

tractors. These fa rmers were th ose farmers who lacked capi tal to purchase tractors an d ex pensive 

agricu ltura l imp lements. The seco nd category of tractor-rentin g fanncrs cons isted of employees 

of the large fa rmers. They usuall y worked for the large fanne rs with the unde rstandin g of 

rece iving all or part of th e ir pay by using the tractor of large 1:Jr1l1crs to I,,,'''' tl.cir 0\\ n land alk r 

the owners' fa rm s had been full y worked. The oxen farme rs were again or two types. These were 

oxen-own ing fanners and oxen-rentin g farmers. 15 The reaso ns g iven by farme rs for ren t ing oxen 

were I) inab ili ty to ra ise cap ita l for pu rchas ing the animal s; 2) absence or secur it y from oxen 

theft during the off-season; and 3) loss o f in vested cap ital th rough dea th of the oxen (a nima l 

di sease was prevalent). Most of th e oxen farme rs were not members of th e cooperatives and were 

exc luded from mechani zation because they could not borrow money at reasonabl e int erest 

rates. '6 T he oxen farm ers were th e largest stratum o f' cu lti va tOl's in th e area . Thev practiced less 

I ' Ibid., p. 9. 
15 TAMS,"The Humara Report: resource .. ", pp. 87-88. 
16Atakilt, p. 54. 

98 



plowing or till age of th e lands th an tractor fa rmers due ma in ly to th e la rge di stances from th e 

towns of Abdarafi and Mattama to thei r farm s and beca use oxen can no t pl ough as much as 

tractors. Oxen fanne rs a lso came to Abdiira fi and Mattama w ith th e ir oxen after they had 

fini shed th e ir work in the highlands. S uch mo vement is kn own as Moldr Zeill1l11iil Eq"ha (Mo/ar 

( 
means th e beam of a plough and iVio/eir Z(illli'i! Ersha mea ns culti vatin g land fa r a lVay fro m the 

fa rmer's ho use). Those who res ided in Abdarafi and Mattama bought oxe n from merchants who 

brought oxen during th e plow ing season from th e hi ghl and areas. The average price o f a pai r of 

oxen up to the mid-1970s was Birr 380. The majority of these fa rm ers bought oxen during the 

plowing season and th en so ld th em back to merchants when they fini shed pl owing. T he average 

useful life of an ox was seven years . 17 

Reports pointed out that cattle di sease were endemic in th e study a reas . Accord ing to thi s report, 

c' 
di seases o f maj or co ncern were rind erpest (loca l name : CuI/wi), an thrax (most co mmo n loca l 

names: la/ish, hibbel, /1ephri), " hoo f (foot) and mouth d isease" (local namcs : a/1iso. elchailll), 

bruce ll os is (local name: non e), trypanoso mi as is (local name: none), li ve r nu ke (local name: 

none), and blackl eg (loca l nam es : hibbel, /1ephri). 18 Anthrax and trypanosomi as is (s leepi ng 

s ickness) are a lso fata l human d iseases . 

4.4 TypeS OF TRA CTO RS 

The Ethi op ian govern ment gave the foll owing incenti ves to fo reign investors to invest tn 

.' agricu ltura l machinery and to open tractor se lling co mpanies in Et hi opia : 

I ) Tax free to tractor suppli ers. initi a ll y to bring In tractors w ithout Incu rrin g 

Custom s duty 

17 Informants: Sisay, Abara, Kindie, Tibabu, Mangistu and Alana . 
"'TAMS,'T he Humera Report . Resources ... " (1974), p. 169. Acco rding to the source, the loca l names 

for anthrax and Blackleg are the sam e. 

99 



c 

'. 

2) Duty- free fue l, and 

3) Bank credit. 

With such incentives, foreign in vestors supplied tractors and opened thei r tractor sel ling 

companies in Ethiopia. 

The tractor se lling cOl11pan ies that en tered Ethiop ia during the 1960s and 1970s were:-

I ) Ri es Engineering 2) Tectra 3) A 111 iran 4) Seferi an 

5) Orbis 6) Motor and Engineering COl11 pany of Ethiopia (MOENCO) and 

7) Intern ati onal Technica l Support Organ iza ti on ( ITSO) 

These cO l11 panies played a very significant role for the developl11 ent of modern agri cultu ral 

developmen t. Du ring their in itial stage, these companies com mitted thel11 selves to 

I ) Supply agricultu ral implel11ents and spare parts at a discoulll 

2) Prov ide main tenance service at a lower price 

3) Se ll agr icultural mach i nery on credit 19 

Due to these commitments, the number of imported tractors in Ethiopia grew up to 1979 but then 

fe ll sharpl y un t il a r ise in 1982. For instance, from 1974- I 982. the number 01' tractors that en tered 

Ethiopia and their cost is seen in the following Table. 

Table 9: Number of imported tractors to Ethi opia and their total cost by years from 1974. 

Unfortunately there arc no similar figures available for before 1974. 

Year Number of Tractors Cost (8i,.,.) -
1974 4?9 I 5.7E lOS 
1976 473 6.032.712 

1977 592 6,922,692 
t978 530 7,237,137 
1979 692 9,627,9 13 
1980 409 8,64t ,7 14 
198 1 326 6.117,926 
1982 499 IO , 098,81~_ 

Total 3950 60.411 ,819 -

19Fassil Gebrc Kiros, "Agricultural Mechanization Suited to Ethiopian Conditions () Report 

submitted to the National Revolutionary Development Campaign and Central Planning 

Supreme Council" (Addis Ababa University, Department of Economics, 1980), p. 101. 
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Source: Fassil Gebre Kiros, p. 102. Note: Many tractors were imported in 1979 compared to ot her years in the table. 

What made 1979 and 1982 special ? No reason is given by the aut hor. 

Farm tractors were used for plough ing, culti vat ing, grad in g or cuttin g. for hau ling wa ter, fuel , 

seeds, genera l suppli es and labour or for prov iding powe r to operate vari ous agri cultural 

machines 20 The use of tractors has revo lu tioni zed agri culture. The power capab ility o f the 

l. mod ern tractor has led to hi gher producti v ity with a s ignificantl y reduced wo rk force, but in the 

Ethi opian borde rl ands a very large mi gra nt labour force \Vas required. Farm mecha ni zation 

continues to advance through the use o f power machines and attachments ." 1 There were a bout 

fifteen different types of t ractors in Sati t-Humara, Abda rafi and Manama. They came from at 

least ten diffe rent co un tr ies. Some of the tractor types most used we re: 

I) Massey Ferguson (Canadi an) 2) Be larus (Ru ss ian) 3) Fo rd (E ng li sh) 

4) Deutz (Germ an) 5) John Deere (USA) , and 6) Zeter (Czech) 
( 

Nume ri cal ly, Massey Fe rguso n was the domi nant tractor in the study a reas. T hi s was probab ly 

beca use there was eas ier access to maintenance and spa re parts for Massey Ferguson than for any 

othe r tracto rs in the nearby Satit-Hu mara. A ll of th e tractors had difle rent horsepowe r. The 

tractors inc luding the ir disc pl ow cost from Birr 10,000 to Birr 22,000. T ractor impl ements 

included di sc plows, trailers, dri ll s and ha rvest ing equipm ent like so rghu m comb ine rs and sma ll 

sesame bin ders 22 The harvestin g eq uipm ent in the study a reas and in I-iumara was of two types: 

I) the re were five se lf-prope ll ed combines used for harvesting the grain so rghum. Howeve r, due 

, to the absence on a large scale o f co mbinabl e so rghum va ri eties, th e se ll '- prope lled combine 

function was not utili zed; that is, th e sorghum was hand-cut and hand -fed in to the co mbine; and 

2) the re were 14 small sesame binde rs whi ch cut and tied sesa me in bundles fo r later hand 

20 Informants: Hail a Mariam, Sergeant Assafa, Sisay" Abara, Kindie, Ti babu, Mangislu, and Alana. 
11 Alakill, p. 55 

" Ibid. 
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threshing. Since the seeds of sesame shatter soon after maturity, the small sesame binders were 

not found to be practical. Most of them were found in Siitit-Humiira. In fact, they were 

abandoned soon after trial.23 

Photograph 15: One-way, wide-level disk harrow (British) used in Ethiopia and Sudan 

Source: Taken from Kline, Green, Donahue, and Stout, Agricultural Mechanization in 
Equatorial Africa, p. 3 I 9. 

According to Kline, Green, Donahue and Stout, 

This implement [disk harrow 1 is the only tillage implement used in 
northwest Ethiopia and in parts of Sudan for the production of 
sorghum, cotton, and sesame. The rich vertisols tend to be self­
mulching as they crack when they dry out. Preparation for 
seeding the next crop at the beginning of the rainy season 
primarily requires that the cracks be filled and weeds killed. 
When used in a good ;,ystem of cultivation practices, weeds can be 
controlled within the limits of a minimum tillage program. In 
Ethiopia, the seed is broadcast and this same disk used for 
covering as the final operation. 24 

Various machinery prices were quoted in the study areas for the different makes and models of 

tractors and other farm implements. Accord ing to information of the I 970s, tractor price li sts had 

23 Ministry of Agricul ture, "The Humera Report. Resource ... ", p. 99. 
24 Kline, Green, Donahue and Stout, p. 319 
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been increasing at an annual rate of 7 to 9 percent in recent years. The prices of the machinery 

supp lied by Ries Engineering Share Company (RESCO) are considered as representative. These 

prices are shown in the following Table. 

Table 10: Prices of Fann Machinery and Implements in the 1970s 

Implement HP rating or size Price 
(Birr) 

Tractor 45 hp 10,000 
Tractor 60-65 hp 13,500 
Tractor 70-75 hp 15,000 
Wide Level disc 9 ft. 5,500 
Wide Level disc 12ft 6,000 
Wide level disc 15 ft . 6,800 

Drill box 12 ft. 1,800 
Drill box 15 ft. 2,200 
Grain drill 12 ft. 5,500 
Sprayer 32 ft . 6,000 
Slasher 6 ft. 2,800 
Combine 16 ft. 48,000 
Swather 16 ft , 5,500 
Trailer 1ton 2,400 

Source: Taken from TAMS, "The Humera Report. Resource .. . " p. 99. 

Photograph 16: Belarus (Russian) type tractor of the Police Fann in Abdarafi 

Source: Va Begemederna Sim ien Taqlay Gizat Polis, "Va Begemedema Simien Polis Abaaloch ... ", p. 8. 

Note: The tall man who is standing on the left side of the driver on the tractor is the late Major 8eyene Oehre, the 
General M anger of the Pol ice Farm in Abdarafi who was ki ll ed by a gunman while he was at work .. 

There were no commercial banks in Giinda Wuha (Shiihdi) (a town in Miittiima Wiiriida) , 

Miittiima Yohannis, and Abdiirafi that could finance tractor purchases. Branch Offices were on ly 
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opened in Ganda Wuha, Mattama Yohanni s and Abdarafi on 26/02/2005 , 14/06/2 008 and 

07/02/201 2 respecti ve ly. There were tractor dea lers in Asmara. All of the dealers required a 

personal guarantor in tractor fin ancing. Some of them required titl ed urban land as co ll ateral. The 

tractor dea lers demanded for cred it sa les prices 10- 15 per cent above cash prices. The Belarus 

(Russ ian) dealers at first were len ient. They charged on ly 25 per cent down payment and offered 

three seasons to cover the outstanding balance. The farmers therefore bought the Belarus more 

than other tractors though the Bela rus consumed much more fuel than the other tractor types and 

was less effic ient. However, the Belarus tractor dealers soon raised the down payment to 40 per 

cent like the other supp liers and farmers turned to other types25 

Delinquencies on tracto r payments were ve ry seriOus problems. Credit sa les we re therefo re 

restri cted to known good credit risks. The t rac tor deale r s delive rcd tractor s to farm ers 

only if the farm ers completed all th e necessary a rran gements beforehand with 

the dealers in Asmara. There were two opposite complain ts. On one hand , the 

farmers complained that they cou ld n ot buy tractor s on reasonable credit terms. 

On the other h and , the dea lers compla ined that they werc not able to recover 

th eir money afte r giving cred it to th e fa rmers to purch ase trac tors. S pa re parts 

were availa ble in Humara only for five tractors name ly , Massey Ferguson , 

Bela ru s, Deutz, John Deere a nd Ford at an addition a l pri ce t hal ra nged from 10 

to 100 per cent a bove reta il sale pr ice in Asmara. S pare parts we re not a vailable 

111 Huma r a [or th e lesser known m a kes of tractors. The owners were, therefore , 

forced to order s pa re parts e ither from Asmara or Addis Aba ba. According to my 

informa nts, th ere were n o garages in Abdarafi a nd Mattama. Farmer depend ed 

25 Informants: Sisay, Abara, Kind ie, Ti babu, Mangistu, and Alana. 
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on the Humiira garages. Howeve r, the garages in Humara lacked qu a lity, 

dependa bility, accessibility (bad road) and fast service26 

When we look at the tractor operating cosl variables, direCl inpuls for fa rm 

machinery included diesel fu el, oi l, and grease. Consumption of 100 lite rs of 

fu el per 10 working hours was the h ighest reported a nd 70 lilcrs the lowest for 

the same horsepower rating. The a moun t of oil a nd fuel con su m ed per day by 

horsepower ratin g was divid ed by th e daily working hours and ave raged al lhe 

average consumption per hour. The results of su ch analysis are given in the 

following Ta bl e . 

Table 11: Direct Operati ng Cost Va riables for Tractors. 1970s 

Horsepower Rating 

item 40-50 51-61 62-72 r Ail tractor makes 

Averages 

Fuel (l iters/hour) 4.0 5.4 7.8 6.7 
Oil (l iters/hour) 0.1 5 0.15 0.16 0.16 
Grease (kg/hour) 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 

.-~ 

Field Capacity (h3/hour) 2.00 2. 13 2.40 2.28 
.,- ---_ . 

" " Source:TAMS. The Humera Report , Resource . .. , p. 100. 

Tractors were and stil l are ve ry useful in the stud y areas for uses besides cultivation wo rk of the 

land . The transportation system for fa rm operations was almost entire ly dependent on tractors 

and trail ers. Very few farmers had their own trucks fo r bringing in suppl ies. They usual ly 

rece ived their goods at the wdrdda centers for furlher di stri bu ti on 10 Ihe farm s by IraClor. 

Hau ling water, fuel, seeds, general supp li es and labou r we re the primary needs. Meeting Ihese 

needs by tractor was not easy. It was very expensive. 27 The sk ill s of Iractor operators were 

26 Informants: Haila Mariam, Sergeant Assafa, Sisay" Abara, Kindie, Tibabu and Mangislu . 
27 Informants: Sisay, Abara, Kindie and Tibi:ibu. 
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generally low. Some tractor operators were long-time employees, but at least 50 percent of the 

tractor drivers were tirst-year operators, who had received their training as drivers' helpers 

without any organized training. In the 1970s two tractor dealers had begun a training program for 

tractor drivers in Addis Ababa. However, no one from Humiira area used this program. This 

resulted in decreased life of the tractor owing to higher depreciation costs and higher running 

expenses. The loss of time during the working season of the tractor was another very costly 

interruption. Many breakdowns during the working season could be attributed to the dry season 

use of the tractor for transportation. Wheel bearings, water pumps, and other moving parts were 

stressed because of high speed road transportation in the dry season. During the rainy season, 

two or more tractors were hooked together in order to get through mud holes. These holes and 

ditches created considerable structural and mechanical stresses. While large trucks could travel 

to the farms during the dry season to pick up cotton and grains, few farmers utilized this facility 

due to high rates charged because of poor road conditions.28 

Photograph 17: Migrant (seasonal) workers on a tractor moving to farm sites in Abdarafi 

Source: MSF-Holland Abdurafi Project, 2014, p. II. 

28 lnformantS:Haila Mariam, Sergeant Assata, Sisay, Abara and, Kindie. 
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4.5 DUTY-FREE FUEL DISTRIIl UT ION 

The distribution of duty-free fue l to Ethiopian farmers was started in 1958. In that same year 

there were onl y II farmers throughout Ethiopia who took thi s duty-free fu e l. Then the number of 

fanners who started to use tractors increased. In 1970 there were 278 tractor-o wning farm ers 

who took duty-free fu el in Shoa province alone. The number of tractors throughout Ethiopia 

started to grow by 40 percent every yea r. In 197 1, 2,236 tractors were engaged in agri cul ture in 

the then 14 provinces of Ethiopia. With regard to the number of tractors, Shoa, Eritrea, 

Begemeder, Wollo , Hararge, Aruss i, Sidamo, Keffa, Wo ll aga, Bale, Gemu Goffa,Tigray, 

Ill ubabor and Gojjam stood first, second , th ird , fourth , fifth , six, seventh eighth , ninth, tenth , 

eleventh, twe lfth , thirteenth and fourteenth respectively. Fo r all these tractors, the Ministry of 

Agri cu lture di stributed more than 35 mill ion liters of duty-free fuel every year. It should be 

remembered that from 1958 up to 1967, duty- free fuel was distr ibuted to farmers by the specia l 

order of the Emperor. From 1967 onwards the parliament approved the distribution of duty- free 

fuel to farmers.29 

All tractor-owni ng fa rmers were entit led to duty-free fuel. The duty-free fu el was onl y all owed 

fo r farming operat ion s. In order to get duty- ti'ee fuel, fa rmers in my areas had to reg ister their 

tractors at Abda rafi and Mattama offices of agriculture and obtain a ce rtitl cate give n by th e 

offices of agriculture after the offices had seen the farmer 's tractor sa le ce rtificate from the 

company se lling the tractor. The price of duty- free di ese l fu e l in Asmara pe r liter was Birr 0.17. 

On the other hand , engin e oi l and grease we re so ld subject to duty. The Asmara price of engine 

oil per liter and the price of grease per kilogram were Birr 1.45 and Birr 1.75 respect ively .. lO 

When bought in Humara (Abdarafi and Mattama fanners used the Humara market), the prices of 

29 Addis Zaman, Yakatit 17,1963 E.C, pp . 1·2. 
30 TAMS, "The Humara Report. Resource ... ", p. 112. 
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du ty-fi'ee d iese l fue l and engine oil with duty per liter and the price of grease per kil ogram wi th 

duty were Birr 0.2 1. Birr 1. 75 and Birr 2.25 respecti ve ly31 In the earl y 1970s. a man nicknamed 

wddi Shire (a man from Shi re) opened a gas station in I-/umara wh ich he later on transfer red to 

qes Sisay Ayala, the pres ident of the Walqait-Satit-Humara Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative 

Society. Both ,,'ddi Shire and qes Sisay Ayala were delegated by the tracto r-owning fa rm ers' 

cooperat ives to bring duty-free fuel , for them from Asmara. The gas station in Humara sold th e 

duty- free fue l, grease and engine o il to the tractor-own in g fa rmers by add in g transportation 

costs32 Duty-free fuel di stributions to farmers were very helpful. Without thi s government aid 

the fanners would not have been farming profi tab ly informants stated. ·l3 

In 1970. the gove rnment distri buted 3.081.714 li ters ordiese l lor 249 farm ers who owned 438 

tractors in I-iumara and Manama. The Humara far mers and the Man~ima farm ers who owned 

tractors too k 2,977,904 liters of diese l and 104 , 810 liters of di ese l rcspectively. In terms of 

money this meant Birr 554,702.7234 In 197017 1 the Min istry of Agricu lture distributed 

25,4 13,57 1 liters o f free-duty diese l to 2.500 Ethiopian farm crs. 0" these. much 0 1' th c fue l was 

for Eritrean and Begemeder tractor fa rmers35 In 1970, add itional duty- free fuel was di stributed 

to 44 1 tractor owners in I-iu ma ra, Mattama, Abd~irafi , Dambya and Diira. Thi s amo unted to 

3,330,284 liters. Again in 197 1, 5,085 ,035 liters of duty-free fuel were di stributed fo r 55 2 tractor 

owners. In those two years Mana ma and Abdara ti fa rmers took 258.960 lit ers of du ty-free fuel. 36 

Fuel handling and storage of the cooperative fanners on farm was poor. Metal drums were used 

as containers and the fue l most of the time therefore conta ined large amou nts rust and other fuel 

31 Informants: Sisay, Abara, Kindi e, Tibabu and Mangistu. 
32 Informants: Zanaba, Yirsaw, Al amu and Sh araw. 
33 lnformants: Abara, Kindi e, Tibabu, Mangistu, and Alana. 
34 Addis Zaman, Nahase 14, 1962 E.C, p. 1. 
35 Addis laman, Tahsas 22, 63 E. e p . 1. 

36 Addis laman, Hidar 4, 1964 E. e. , p. 1. 
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contaminates. Most of the farmers of the cooperatives "complained of dirty fuel and pump 

failure on tractors.,,37The fuel storage of the tractor-owning farmers was also not safe because of 

their own bad storage. 

Photograph 18: Fuel dangerously stored in a shed on Alo Blirihun G. Michael's house 

compound in Abdarafi. Fuel had always been stored like this, or even in the open field. 

Source: Photo Atakilt, taken on May 23, 2013. 

Though government duty-free fuel distribution was to the advantage of the tractor-owning farmers 

for their farm operations, some farmers violated the regulation and started to sell fuel rather than 

using it themselves for agricu ltu re. Realizing the problem, the Ministry of Agriculture ordered 

agricultural experts to study the problem and propose solutions. The experts studied the problems 

and submitted their proposed solutions that could enable fair duty-rree distribution to tractor-

owning farmers. With this understanding, the Ministry of Agriculture formulated the fol lowing 

rules: 

I) A tractor that worked for eight hours daily could not operate for more than 200 days in a year. 

37Ministry of Agriculture, "Report of the Survey Mission ... ", p. 26. 
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2) If the type of tracto r and its horsepower were known it was si mple for the Ministry of 

Agri cul ture to know its fuel consumpt ion by referri ng to the ce rtifi cate and exp lanation of the 

tractor factories. 

3) Duty-free fu el was di stributed to tracto r-owning farmers once in a ycar. 

4) Every tracto r cou ld only serve fo r a limited pe riod of tim e and the duty-free fuel was also given 

for that li mited peri od of ti me (i.e. rul e nu mber I above). 

5) Some tractor-own ing fa rmers did not report to the Min istry of Agricultu re whene ver their 

tractor was either broken down , lost, or had any acc ident. But the Ministry was anxious to make 

control mechani sms to stop the fu el distribution in cases where tractors we re non-operationa l. 

(However such a mechan ism was never fou nd). 

6) Any tractor could onl y farm 4 gasha.l· ( I !!,asha= 40 hecta res) within a yea r. Thus the quantity 

of duty-free fuel was a lso allowed to the farmer accordingly3S 

In March 1972, th e Mini stry of Agricu ltu re requested Begemeder and Simien Province 

Agricultura l Office and I-Iu mara Wt'irt'ida admin ist ration to inform all tractor-owning farmers of 

Humara area to bring ev idence tha t c learl y told the tota l amount of the ir land ho ldings in gasha 

in order to distribute fuel fa irl y. However, thi s was not poss ib le fo r bo th the o l'li cial s and th e 

fa nners because the government lands in Begemeder and Si mien were not measured in gashas at 

all. Measurement of land in Begemeder and Simien was simply done by the traditi ona l way of 

pacing. Thus, both the officia ls and the fa rmers be li eveelthat lanel measurement in gasha.y needed 

38 Archive of North Gondar Administration, Folder 0 '" 44 /fIl - '1-ne a letter from Ababa Rata, Minister of the 
Ministry of Agricul ture to Satit-Humara Farmers, Reference Number 7495/61, Tahsos 11, 1961 E.C, pp. 1-2. 
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suffi cient knowl edge and much tim e39 Fina ll y in 1973 the Mini stry of Agriculture stopped 

distributing duty-free fu e l to farmers. This measure wo uld have had a devastating effect not onl y 

on the fa rmers but a lso on the econom ic development of the area in particular and on the 

economic development of the coun try in general. acco rding to a pro test by the Govern or 

General .'10 

Tab le 12: Farmers' Cooperat ives that were entitled to duty· free fuel distributi on in the 19605 and J 9705. 

Roll. Name of the Folder Remark 
No. Cooocrali ve No. 
219 Asra Siiwastu n 19 H ulll~ira 

Shari koch 
309 Abdarafi n,309 Abdarafi 
338 AI Khadra Va .~), 38 I-iu ma ra 

Ersha Mahbar 
412 Orthodox :(':0'0 12 AbcHirafi 

Church Lima! 
Commission 

62 Va lVHtt Hima t:v 62 Maltfim3 
G~iba rewoch 

Mahbar 
60 Simintagna t:1l 60 Mattama 

19ragria 
Brigade 
Mahbar 

83 Satit-Humara :(1:11 1 83 l-hI111~i ra 

Giibarewoch 
~ -

88 Civil Mahbar :(>:01 88 Mattallla 
5 Walqayit t:aJ 5 I-illlllara 

Gabarewoch 
Mahbar 

54 Begcmcderna :~: n 54 Abdarafi 
Simien 
Poli soch 
Mahbar 

~-

157 Ersha Lima! t), 57 MtitUima 
Mahaar 

-~--

Source: Adapted frolll Arch ive of Weide !Vlesqel Memonal Centre. Impenal EthIOpian Government. Mtnlstry of 

Agriculture, Fil e No. Niidaj. Name, £;ee K(fi/ (Hisfa Matamya Bct -/' /550/64 E.C). No page Numbers. 

"Archive of North Gondar Zon e Adm inistration, Folder II') 44/rn - "I·ne a letter from th e Imperial Ministry of 
Agricu lture to Mr. O. C. Miyer, the General Manager of Humara Agricultural Development Organization, Reference 

No. :/[0/32 Miigabit 8,1965 E.C, pp. 1-2. 

40 Archive of North Gondar Zone AdministrCltion, Folder O"l 44 /rn - ·'}·ne a relegram from Lieuten ant Colonel 
Tamirat Yigezu, Governor General of Begemeder and Simien to T~6hDfe TiZDZ Akli lu Habtewold, Reference No. 

28/'" 41/1/39, Ginbot 23, 65 E.C, p. 1. 
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Note: The ro ll numbers are not in order because the list in the source material is arranged according to 

Amhari c al phabetical order. 

4.6 TH E ROLE OF Ft 'ANCtAL tNSTlTUT tONS tN GRANT tNG LOA 'S TO A BD,l.R A Ft AND 
MATTAM A COOPERATIVE FA llM ERS 

The Development Bank of Ethiopi a (DB E) is one of the ~nanc i a l instituti ons engaged in 

providing short, med ium and long term development credi ts. Since its establishment in 1909, the 

bank has been playing a significant ro le in promoti ng the overall economic deve lopment of the 

country. The hi story of the Development Bank of Ethiop ia goes back to 1909 when the first 

attempt of thi s kind , known as "The Societe Nationale 0 ' Ethiopie Pou r I"e Developpement De 

L' Agri culture Et Du Commerce Nationale ("The Nat ional Society o f Ethiopia for the Promotion 

of National Agricu ltu re and Trade"), was established in the lVIeneli k II era. Since then the bank 

has taken different names at diffe rent times although its mi ss ion and business purpose have not 

undergone significant changes except for occas ional adjustments tha t were necess ita ted by 

change in economic deve lopment polic ies of the coun try. The under- li sted names and per iods 

have been its successors si nce 1945 . 

• Agricultura l Bank of Ethiopia from 1945- 1949 

• Agricultural and Commercia l Bank of Eth iopia from 1949- 1951 

• Development Bank of Ethiopia from 195 1-1 963 

• The Ethiop ian Inves tment Corporat ion Share Company from 1963- 1970 

• Agri cul tu ral and Industria l Deve lopment Bank Share Company li'om 1970-1979 

• Agri cultural and Industria l Development Bank from 1979- 1994 

• Development Bank of Ethiopia from I 994-to the presen t. '11 

In the 1970s the Agricul tural and Industri al Developmen t Bank (A ID B), as its name indicated, 

was the best source for both agricultu ral and industr ial loans. It s fund s came from both the 

41 Development Bank of Ethiopia, leno Limot Bank, Special Iss ue, No. 45 (Oct . 2009), pp . 59-60. 
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( 

Imperial Ethiopian Government ( I EG) budget appropri at ion and from loans from inte rn at ional 

financial institutions like the Intern ational Bank for Reconstructi on and Development ( IBRD), 

the Internat iona l Development Assoc iation ( IDA) and others."2 

The A IDB made two k inds of agri cultural loan s. These were direct loans to ind ivid ual farmers 

and loans to cooperatives who were engaged in mechanized agri culture. The loans were long 

term (three to fi ve years) and short term (one year or less). Long term loans were secured by 

mortgages on tit led urban property. The Development Ban k never accepted rural rea l estate as 

collateral for the long term loans. Interest rates that were charged on the long term loans were 

about 9 ' 12 percent. Short term loans were given to indiv idual farmers who had a personal 

guarantor. The interest rate on these short term loans was l OY, percent. "3 However, members of 

the cooperati ves complained that such in terest rates for both long term and short term loans for 

the infant cooperati ves were too great"" and they were indeed high for loans intended to promote 

development. 

About 60 percent of the tota l agri cultu ra l loans of the A I DB went to cooperati ves under spec ial 

arran gements w ith the Min istry of National Community Developm ent which fostered the 

establ ishment of cooperatives. Under th ese arrangements, the M 'CD assumed re sponsibil ity for 

the co ll ection of the loans taken by the cooperati ves. This meant that cooperati ves ta king long or 

short term loans did not need to show ti tled urban property or have a guarantor. The loans were 

made on a seasonal bas is (at seeding, weeding and harvest ing seasons).'l5 

"A!akil!, pp. 46·47. 
43 TAMS, " Humera Agricul tu ral Development Projec t Draft Fina l Repor, (1973)." p. 8·4{chapter 8, p. 4). 
44Begemederna Simien Taqlay Gizat, "HuI.3tanaw ... ", p. 124; Informants:Ha ila Mariam, Sergeant Assafa, Sisay, 

Abara, Kin die and Tibabu. 
4 S TAMS, "The Humera Report: Resource ... ", p. 125. 
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The Ceres Company, AIDB 's own subsidiary, was also use I.'u I in regulal ing the stabilit y of prices 

by buyi ng the crops from the cooperatives and "in properl y utili zing idle funds of the 

Development Bank.,,46 

According to my informants, the most important source 01' di rect loans to the mcmbers of the 

Godabe-Abdarafi Fa rmers Cooperati ve and Mattiima and Mahbiirii Selass ie Farmers 

Cooperat ives were the cooperatives themselves . The cooperatives took loans from financial 

institutions, especia ll y from the A IDB, and lent to its members. The Ethiopian Grain Corporation 

(EGC), a government price stabi lization agency, al so provided some credit to both farmers' 

cooperatives. The cooperatives attached a management fee to loans to members which amoun ted 

to about 4 per cent. The lending interest rate to the members of the farmers' cooperati ves 

depended on the AIDB' s interest rate to the cooperati ve plus the managemcnt fee. Though thi s 

rate was ve ry high for the coopera ti ve members, it was much less than the exto rtionate rates 

demanded by traditiona l merchants under the shell system."7 

The cooperat ives could onl y bO lTow money from financial in stitut ions when two-thirds of the 

General Assembly agreed to it. A member had the ri ght to borrow up to te n times the tota l 

value of the eq uity shares he had pu rchased from the cooperati ve. To conduct its ac ti vit ies. the 

cooperatives depended on the revenue that was co ll ected I"om entrance I.'ees and interest on the 

4% management fees charged on loans to members. All of the cooperatives' incomes were put 

in a bank account. At least 25 percent of the share cap ita l was he ld as fi nancial reserve. 

Dividends were to be distri buted wi th the approva l of the General Assembl y. The members of 

"'The Development Bank of Eth iopia, "The Development Bank of Ethiopia and its Services" (Sep. 1965), pp. 14-15. 
47 Informants: Colonel Tigabu, Sergeant Maru, Sisay, Abara, Ma ngistu an d Gabra Egziabher. 
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the executive committee of the cooperat ives were elected annua l ly. The com mittee mem bers of 

the cooperati ve gave serv ice wi thout salary payment.,j8 

[n 1972, the A I DB gave loans to A rmachiho-Godabe-A bdara fi Farmers M ult i-Purpose 

Cooperative Society that amounted to Birr 139, 50019 Again in 1974, the A IDB gave Birr 

11 6,500 loan to the same cooperat ive5 0 In addi ti on to thi s. the Godabe-A bdarali Mu li i-Purpose 

Cooperative Society also took Birr 660,000 loans from the A IDB in 1975 5 1 

In 1973 , the A IDB gave loan s to Mattama and Mahbara Silassie Farmers Multi -Purpose 

Cooperati ve that amoun ted to Birr 340,00052 

Both A bdarafi and Mattama Farmers' Cooperatives were not able to pay their debt to the A IDB 

on time because they were challenged by di f ferent problems: 

I) Some of the members of the cooperatives so ld their products to merchants without the 

knowledge of the execut ive committees of the cooperati ves and refu sed to pa" their debts. Th is 

means there was lack of mem bership loya lty in market ing through the cooperatives. The lI'arada 

administrators and the lvarado po lice, unless they received a direct order I·j·om higher offic ials, 

did not help the cooperatives by tak ing measures against those members of the cooperatives who 

broke the rul es and regul ation of the cooperatives and refu sed to either hand over their crops for 

sale through the cooperati ves or pay thei r debts to the execu ti ve comm illees of the cooperat ives. 

48 lnformants:Haila Mariam, Sergeant Assafa, Sisay, Abara, Kindie and Tibabu. 
" Addis Zaman, Tahsas 23, 1964, p.1 
sOArchives of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder .', h/ 91 t\0l/'i. Wih a letter from aalombaras Zarfu 

Wudu, Gonda r Awrajo Administrator to Grozmach Mangistu Yayne, Tach Armachiho Wdrdda Gaze (Administrator) 

Reference Number 2247/19, Ydkotit14, 66 E.e" p. 1 
51Archives of North Gondar Zone Admini stration Office, Folder (11 :""1\ 126 a letter I\rmachiho, Godebe-Abdarafi Farmers 

Mutti-Purpose Cooperat ive Society to Gondar Province, Reference Number 204/3/67, Tir 30, 1967 E.C" p. l. 
52 Archives of North Gondar Zone Admi nistration Office, A letter from Mattama and M ahbara Selassie 

Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative to Lieu tenant Colonel Tamirat Yigzu, Governor-Gen eral of Begemeder and 

Simien, Reference Number 1/ 1/65, Mdskorom 6, 65 f.e" p. 1. 

115 



Without a direc t orde r from above. th e po lice sa id it was not their dut y to in tervene. According to 

the rule and regu lation of the cooperati ves th e sa le of crops was onl y done by the cooperatives. 53 

2) Among the principa l crops of the cooperatives the prices o f cotton and sorghum became very low 

at the Humara market. This was because acco rding to Ethio-Sudan trade agreement merchants from 

the Gedarif (Sudan) we re probabl y allowed by the Customs Offi ce at Humara to come to Humara 

and se ll their products there. whe reas the Ethiopian farm ers' cooperative or Ethiopian merchants in 

that area were not allowed to go to Sudan and se ll their prod ucts. This one-sided agreement was 

really a dange r to the Ethiopian farmers· cooperatives of the arca. The coopcrati ve farmers 

protested but no sol ution was given.'" In my opinion the reasons for thi s situati on might have been 

that the Sud anese were al lowed to bring in agri cullU ral commodities not produced in Ethiopia but 

the agreement did no t allow bringing in other agri cultu ral commod ities such as sorghum and cotton 

wh ich were produced in Ethiop ia. Border gua rds who were not paid sa lary OJ' paid very litt le may 

have been bribed to ignore this. 

Another sel'l ous challenge to the Mallama and Mahbarii Selassie Farmers' Cooperative was 

Colonel Amara Damess ie, the wtiracia gove rnor of Matlama. Co lonel Amar~i was a member of 

the Mattama and Mahbara Se lassie Farmers' Cooperat ive. He had li ve sha res (each share was 

Birr 100). He borrowed Birr 5000 li·om the cooperative with a personal guarantee of Lieutenant 

Isaqa Abd ulka rim, the wliracia police commander. The sou rce of thi s mane), was the A I DB. The 

co lonel repa id Birr 2000 onl y. But he became a bad example and re fu sed to pay the remain ing 

Birr 3000. This resulted in mi sunderstand ings between him and the executi ve com mittee 

S3 Informants:Haila Mariam, Sergeant Assafa , Sisay and Abara. 

54Archive from North Gon dar Zone Administration Office, Folder m / 12S a leller from Filowrori 13akala 
Zalalaw Deputy Governor General of Begemeder and Simien to the Ministry of Interior, Hcfcrencc No. 100/ 

100/2-2/27 Hidar 6, 66 E.C, p. 1. I have discussed this with Prof. Shiferaw Bekele, who informed me that to his 

knowledge no agreement of this kind was even made by the lEG. I also tried to establish contact with the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs to get in formation, but I was not success ful. 
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members (especially between him and Ala Kiibiidii Chiiko l, the president or the cooperati ve). 

When he was asked to pay his debt he became very vi nd icti ve against the executive committee 

mem bers, espec ially aga inst AIO Kiibiida Chakol , the pres ident of the cooperat ive, and started 

verball y harass ing the executi ve members and using hi s power as wiir/ida governor aga inst the 

cooperative. He also incited divi sions among the committee members. Thus the cooperative 

executive comm ittee was not ab le to se ll the crops and repay the coopera ti ve ' s debts to the 

A IDB. 55 Al l these and other prob lems did not all ow the cooperat ive to repay its debts to the 

AIDB on time.56 

The A IDB announced that the three cooperat ives namely. S1ilit-Hum1ira. iVliitl iima and iVlahbara 

Se llas ie and Godabe Abdarafi could not be given add it ional loans unless they pa id their debts57 

The 1974 Ethi opian Revolution erupted and th is was followed by polit ical turmoi l in the areas 

and I do not think the loans that were given to the cooperatives bv the A llin wpre ever repa id 

becau se the cooperat ives almost co llapsed after the revolut ion. One major problem for the 

cooperatives espec ial ly from 1975 onward s was lack o f fuel and market. It was from Asmara 

that the fu el was coming. However. the commercial rc lmion of the cooperativcs with Asmara 

was totall y destroyed. The road to Asmara was blocked . There was no peacc and stability at all. 

At that period of time, in Humiira and Abdarafi alone there were more than about 700 tractors, 

100 trucks, 100 Land Rovers and about 80 mil ls. A II these needed fuel. I t was not poss i ble for 

the cooperati ve fa rmers to co llect their crops from the farm sites and transport them to the store. 

55Archive of North Gondar Zone Administrat ion Office, Folder 111 /126, a letter from Milttama and Ma hbara­
Sellasie Farmers Multi·Pu rpose Cooperati ve to Lieutenant Colonel Tamirat Yigazu, the Governor-General of 
Begemeder and Simien, Re ference Number 34/65, Miazia 18, 65 E.C, pp. 1-2 . 

S6 Informants: Haila Mariam, Sergeant Assafa , Sisay, Abara, Kindie, Tibabu, Mangistu, and Alana. 

57 Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder 0 ') -91 A'.I"·i· rrHI , <J lelter from Agricultu ral 

and Indu strial Developmen t Ba nk to Major GeneriJl Nega Tegegn Governor General or !3egemeder and Simien 

Reference Num ber I\.~J/» I.,e,./ 1256/66, Sane 5, 66 E, C, pp. 1-2 . 
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The pri ce of fuel skyrocketed. To grind a quintal of sorghul1l the cooperatives were charged Birr 

7. It was too much. But the cooperat ives did not have any other alternati ve than pay what they 

were asked to pay in order to feed more than 80,000 seasonal labourers. Due to shortage of 

money the labourers were not paid because the cooperati ves were not ab le to se ll their crops on 

tim e.58 It was not also poss ib le for the cooperati ves to haul drinkin g wa ter li'om the rivers by 

tractor due to lack of fuel. These prob lems forced the labourers to abandon the area and return 

home. Al l the farm er cooperati ves in the Humara area asked the Cotton G inning Factory of 

GondaI' to buy their cotton. But the fac tory could not buy the crop beca use it was bankrupt. It 

had Birr 1,900,000 unpaid loans from the A IDB in the 1974/ 1975 crop season S9 I have not 

found any record s that the loans were repaid . In fact I do not think they ever were repaid. In my 

view, the failure o f A IDB and MNCD to prov ide sound guidance and stri ct superv ision to the 

management of the infant cooperat ives was a maj or factor in the d i ffi culties . The IDA must also 

share the responsibility for the probl ems since in its credi t to the A IDB no adeq uate supervisory 

mechanism was provided for. But above all , the problems follow ing the 1974 revolution were 

the most seriou s. 

4.7 LAND TENURE, LAND ISSUANCE, LAND ALLOCA T ION AND T AXA TION 

The status of land tenure in the area in the il1lperi al period was comp lex Hnd uncertain. T wo broad 

categories of tenure ex isted in Begemeder and Simien province : I) Government-owned land; 2) 

COl1ll1luna lly-owned lands. A ny land that was not held and possessed in the name of any person 

or group (i .e riSI land) was known as Governm ent land. Any land that was regarded as belonging 

58 Archive of North Gondar Zone Adm ini stration Office, Folder (ri 91 Limat Bank, f\ Petition from Humara and 

Abdarafi mem bers of the cooperatives to Begemeder and Simien Admin istrator, Ydkatit 7,67 E.C, p. 1. 

59 Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder (r) 91limat Bank, An Application letter from 

Gondar Cotton Gin ning Factory Board members namely, Abdu Adam, Tirunah Zarihun, Ayalew Baza bih, Atanaw 

Wasse and Fiteh Aya Assagu to the Public Enterprises Trustee Board and to the Ethiopian Commercial Bank, Miazia 
7, 1967 f.e, p. 1. 
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to a group of persons. each wi th rights limited on lv to the use of th is land. was known as 

communall y-owned land. Government lands were under direct control 01' the District Govern or 

in most "'tirtida . The local ballaba/ was also responsible in Tach Annachiho lVill"dda. The same 

system of land allotment existed throughout the low land areas o f Begemeder and Simien60 The 

system of land allotment to indi viduals from governm en t land was known as thc Qiibtille 

System: 

A person 'Fishing Ihe land applies 10 ei/her Ihe provincial or 
Dislricl Governor's office. Applicalions sllbmilled 10 Ihe 
Provincial Governor are forwarded 10 Ihe Dislric/ Governor. 
177e Dis/riel Governor calls in the Deputy Dis/ricI Cuvel'n()1' (Iwl 

Kebele SInon /0 de/ermine available land ill their area, I Uiel' 
idel1li/ying /he pia/ oI land 10 be allolled. Ihe apl'licmll pI/Is his 
requesl. in ",riling. 10 /he Dis/ric/ Govemor. A/iel' lliis. /he 
Dis/ricl Go vernor orders the Kebele S/7111l1 10 iss lie Ihe land. 

A Kebele Sinon is nomina/ed by /he land holders 10 serve jor an 
IIniimiled period a/ lime. Apart/i'olll allolling land IO/cll'lners on 
Ihe basis aI /he Dis/riC! Governor's ins/mc/ions. his dUlies and 
respansibili/ies are J) 10 caileci laxes: 2) 10 seille hOl/ndorv 
dispules bellVeen neighbors: and 3) 10 serve as an adll1inislrolOI' 
in Ihe absence a/a Governmenl Official in his Kebele6

/ 

Every farmer was ab le to rece ive as much land as he wished according to his cho ice and his 

abil ity to cultivate it w ith either oxen or farm machinery. Land measurcment was not known. 

The size of the land that was allotted to a fa rmer was only l'Oughl y known. The houndar ies were 

fi xed by pacing ou t the land or ora lly, i .e. from thi s ri ver to that ri ver or fl'Om this tree to that 

T ractor farmers usually establ ished contacts with the Di strict Govern or's oftice fo r land 

registration, taxes, and duty-free fu el registrat ion. But the non-trac tor farmcrs clealt w ith the 

"'TAMS, "The Humer. Report: Resource ...... p. 9l. 
61 lbid . 

62 Informants: Colonel Tigabu, Sergeant Maru, Sisay and Abara. 
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qiibiille Slnlll1 fo r land reg istration and taxes. The qiiballe sllllll1s claimed labour serv ice fro m the 

oxen farm ers. The oxen farm ers were thus forced to work three days a yea r lor their qabiille-

shulI7s in th e ir respect ive areas. These personal services were o ne day fo r plo wi ng. one day for 

weeding and one day for harvest ing. The qiibiille-shums claimed labour payments from non-

tractor farm ers because they were not paid a sa lary for adminis ter ing the lands under their 

jurisdiction. The qiiballe-Shull1s never c laimed personal services from tractor-owning farmers 

because tractor fann ers made direct payments to the govern ment.63 

The same system of land a ll otment ex isted throu gho ut Humiira , Abdarafi and Maltiima. The 

average size of land that was a ll otted to tracto r fa rmers ranged from 400 to 600 gross hectares 

per tractor. The average s ize of land that was a ll otted to oxen farm ers ran ged /"i·om 40 to 320. 

Oxen farmers wi th more land were those who al so rented a tractor fo r ex tra culti vation from 

tractor owners, as ex plained above in chapter three, or had more than pair of oxen. In Tach 

Armachiho ,,,tiriida al location of land was usuall y cleared by the hallal)(11 bdo re a req uest was 

made to the District Governor6<l 

Production taxes were the onl y form of taxati on on fanning in the stud y areas. In Satit-Humara, 

Tach Arm achiho, ~agade, and Walqait Wtirtidas, producti on taxes were pa id acco rdin g to an 

est imate of ass umed product ion made by government representatives, qiibtille ShulI1s and the 

farmers. Such esti mate was made every fi ve yea rs. The taxes co uld be decreased or increased 

dependin g on the negotiation s every five yea rs between the farmer and the government 

assessment committee. Accord ing to the informants, the est illlated yield of c rop was converted 

into cash va lu es. T he farmers we re charged at a rate of Bin 0.50 for each Bin· 100 gross crop 

63 Informants: Abara, Mangistu, Gabra Egziabher, Fisseha and Alana. 
6<1 Informants: Colonel Tigabu, Sergeant Maru, Sisay, Abara, Mangistu an d Gabra Egziabher. 
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qiiballe S/111111 for land reg istration and taxes. The qiiballe shulI1s claimed labo ur service From the 

oxen fa rm ers. The oxen far mers were thus forced to work three days a year lor the ir qabat/e-

shulI7s in th e ir respecti ve areas. These persona l services were one day for plowing. one day for 

weeding and one day for harvestin g. The qiiballe-shwl1s cla imed labour paymen ts From non-

tractor far mers because th ey were not paid a sa lary for adm ini stering the lands under their 

jurisd ictio n. The qabalie-ShUll1s never cla imed personal services from trac tor-owni ng fanne rs 

because tractor fa rm ers made d irect payments to the governm ent.63 

The same system of land a ll otment ex isted throughout Humara, Abdarafi and Manama. The 

average size of land that was a ll otted to tractor farm ers ranged from 400 to 600 gross hecta res 

per tractor. The average s ize of land that was a ll otted to oxen farm ers ranged fro m 40 to 320. 

Oxen fa rmers w ith more land we re tllose vvho al so rented a tractor fo r ex Ira culti vation fro m 
( 

tractor owners, as ex plained above in chapter three, or had more than pa ir of oxen. In Tach 

Armachiho ",tirtie/a allocat ion o f land was usual ly c lea red by the halla/WI before a req uest was 

made to the District GovernorM 

Production taxes were the o nl y fo rm of taxation on farm ing in the stud y areas. In Satit- I-Iumara, 

Tach Arm achiho, ~agade, and Walqa it Wtirtic/as , production taxes were paid according to an 

est imate of assumed product ion made by government representat ives, qiibiille S/11III1S and the 

farmers. Such estimate was made every five years. The taxes could be decreased o r increased 

depend ing on th e negotiat io ns every five years between the fanner and the government 

assessment com mittee . Accordin g to th e in formants, the es ti mated yield of c rop was converted 

into cash va lues. The farmers we re charged at a rate 01' Birr 0.50 lo r each Biu' 100 gross crop 

63 Informants: Abara, Mangislu, Gabra Egziabher, Fisseha and Alana . 
6<1 Informants: Colonel Tigabu, Sergeant Maru, Sisay, Abara, Mangistu and Gabra Egziabher. 
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va lue. The hi ghest average product ion tax per hecta re was pa id by tractor-ownin g fanners , 

follo wed by tractor-rentin g, oxe n and oxen rentin g farmers65 The tax cou ld be more o r less 

dependin g on those who were fa voured or not favoured. 66 

4.8 FA RM ING SYSTEMS OF T il E PR INCI PAL CRO PS, LABOUR REQ UIREMENTS, SOURCES 

OF LABOUR AND ITS COSTS 

The princ ipal c rops cu lti vated in Abdarafi and Mattama area as in I-Iumara . we re sesame, 

sorghum and cotto n. Sesa ille and sorghulll acco unted for about 80 perce nl of th e area cu lti vated . 

Cotton accounted for twe lve percent on ly. The remainin g e ight perce nt was p lanted w ith other 

cro ps, ma inl y millet, which was an im portant fo od crop a ill o ng th e oxen fa rm ers67 

4.M.1 CULTIVATING T!·IE T I·IREE MA IN CROPS 

4.8. 1.1 SESAM E 

Sesame (SeSCllI1ulI1 indicum) is a hi gh va lue o il seed c rop. It is probab ly the most ancient oil seed 

kn own and used by mankind. It accounts fo r ove r 90 percent of the val ue of oi l seeds in Ethiop ia 

th at can be ex ported 6 S It is thought to be of A fri can orig in . Today it is cult ivated in many parts 

of tropica l Afri ca, As ia and the United States of Ame rica. C urrently N ige ria is the second 

largest produ ce r of sesame in A fri ca nex t to Sudan and fifth la rges t produce r in the wo rld 69 

There are fourteen lead in g sesame prod uc ing co untri es in the worl d. Seven ol'them are in A fri ca. 

These are Sudan , Uga nd a, Ethiop ia, N ige ria , Tanzania. the Central i\ friean Re publi c; and 

65 TAMS. " Humera Agricut turat Development Project. Draft ..... (May 1973). pp. 15-16 
66 lnformants: Sisay, Abara, Mangist u, Gabra Egzia bher, Fisseha and Alana. 
67 lnformants: Mangis tu, Ga bra Egziabher and Ala na . 
68 Kinde Aysheshum, "Sesame Market Chai n Analysis: Th e Case of Metema Woreda, North Gondar Zone, 

Amhara National Regional State", (MSC Th esis, Haramaya University, Department of Agricul tural Economics, 2007). p. 12. 
69 J.5.A Mshelia, A.A Sajo and D.T. Gungula, "Sesame Production as Panacea for Poverty Alleviation in 

Nigeria" in Journal of Agriculture and Veterinary Sciences. valu me 4 (June 2012). p. 16. 
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Egypt70 Sesame seeds can only germinate at soil temperature > 20°c. The optimal temperature 

for growth is 25-29° c. Sesame is sensitive to frost and is therefore necessarily a lowland crop in 

Ethiopia. The crop is very susceptible to hail damage at all stages of growth. It needs a low to 

moderate air humidity. A high insolation is required at flowering. Shading (intercropping) 

reduces the yield. The soils that are suited for the production of sesame are deep, well-drained, 

loamy soi ls. When rainfall is heavy waterlogging becomes a problem of crop production. Sesame 

is rather intolerant of waterlogging. 71 Despite the problem of waterlogging soils, sesame was 

grown in Abdiirafi and Miittiima. The optimal yield in rain-fed agriculture is 1.2-1.5 ton/ha and 

the average farm yield is 0.5-0.6 ton/ha., whereas the optimal yield in irrigated agriculture is 2.0-

2.4 tonlha and the average farm yield is J .2- J .5 ton/ha. 

Photograph 19: Sesame crop in Tach Annachiho. 

Source:Taken from Tach Annachiho Warada Office of Agriculture and Gondar Agricultural 

Research Centre, "Field Days held in Tach Annachiho Wiiriida" (Sep. 8,2014), cover page. 

'Olbid., p. 17. 
71 Ir. C. Sys, EVan Ranst, Ir. J. Debaveye and Others, "Land Evaluation Part III Crop Requirements", 

Agricultural Publications No.7 (Brussels: Belgium, 1993), p. 136. 
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Sesame is cultivated in many lowland parts of Ethi op ia. The seeds are also exported 72 

According to the In ternational L ivestock Research Instit ute and the Ministry 01' Agri culture and 

Rural Development, o il was extracted from the sesame seed in my study areas. 

A Iradilional oil exlraelor. called Ansara. drivel1 h,' colllel is 
used 10 exlracl sesame oil. The camel is blind/aided in a shed 
Clnd ro/Oles the pes/Ie qjier pUlling sesame seed in the 1I10rlar. 

Aboul 45 lilers is eXlracled Fom 100 kg 0/ sesall/e seed. 
However, cleanliness during the exlraclion o/Ihe ail is 1'101 UjJ 

10 slandard. The oil cake remains/or the owner 0/ the Al1sara 
which could be sold at aboul Birr 150/QI and used as feed/or 
very weak anima/s.73 

4.8.1.2 SORGHUM 

Sorghum (Sorghum bicolor) is an important food and cash crop in Ethiopi a. Many vari eties of 

sorghum are cul t ivated in Ethiop ia. It is grown in different forms as mashilla (wh ite), ziingada 

(red) and durra74 According tn the Ministry or Agriculture report. 

" Ibid., p. 137. 

Durra sorghum is Ihe mas/ imporlan/ grain crop in Ethiopia. 
The crop grows well in the lowlands and very well in Ihe 
middle lands. Some o//he bes/ferlile sec/ions o./Ihe COlll11rv 
are sorghum prodUCing areas. 

Many kinds 0/ surghums, inc/uding Ihe dual purpose. sirup 
[syrup} .liber and forage sorghums, and the grain sorghums 
(durra) are grown in Ethiopia. Dual purpose sorghllllls are 
usedforforage and sirup [oyrup} as Il'ell asfor grain. S'I'('el­
stalked sirup [syrup} sorghums are popular for their sugar 
content, while .jiber sorghums provide broom-com [brooll1 
corn}. Forage sOlghums grow wild throughout/he Calm/I)'. 75 

73 tLRt and MoARD, p. 39. 

74 Donald Crummy, "Ethiopian plow Agriculture in the 191h Century" in Journal at Ethiopian Studies 16, vol. 16 
(1983), p. 1l. 

7sMinistry of Agriculture, "Agriculture in Ethiopia" (1964), p. 4. Note that now (2015) maize in Ethiopia is the 

most important gra in crop by crop sown, nol sorghum. 
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The crop has lillie international imporlance. It is s i gni~ cal11 as a subsistence crop. It can 

withstand high temperature and long periods of drought. It does not have a hi gh nutriti onal va lue 

compared with other cereals. Sorgh um is grown in developed cou ntries as a lodder crop, 

especiall y in the USA and southern Europe76 It is drought res istant. Its germinat ion takes place 

at soi l temperature above 100c It requires abundant sunshine. Sorghum is susceptib le to bird 

damage and storage pests. It grows we ll on so ils with verti sols. Sorghum tolerates a wide ran ge 

of drainage conditions and short periods of waterlogg ing. 77 A good commercial y ie ld in rain-fed 

agricu lture is 2.5-3.5 ton/ha. Average farmer yie ld is 1.3-2.0 tonl ha and trad itional smallholder 

y ield is 0.2-0.8. On the other hand, a good commercial yield under irrigated agriculture is 3.5-5.0 

ton/ha7S Sorghum is greatl y affected by pests like army worm. helio/his and plusia (a genus of 

moths)79 

4.8. 1.3 C OTTON 

Cotton (Gos.sypium) is a multi-purpose crop. It has more than one sin gle utility. Cotton is a 

source of raw material for the tex til e industry, cook ing oil for hum an consumption and seed 

cakes for animal feed. Cotton is prod uced under both rain-fed and irri gated conditions in state 

farms, pri vate commerc ial farm s and small fa rm s. The major growin g areas in Ethiopia include 

7GGoh Cheng Leong and Gillian C. Morgan, Human and Economic Geography, Second Edition (Oxford: Oxford 

Universi ty Press, 1982), p. 181. 
77SYS, Ranst, Oebaveye and others, p. 139. 

78 Ibid., p. 140. 

" lEG, Ministry of Agriculture, IAR,"Repart afThe Survey Miss ion ... ", p. 33. 
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the Awash Ri ver basin, Arbaminch. Abaya, Woito, Gam bell a, and MiiWim 3. Humara and 

Abdarafi in the northwest8 0 

The largest cotton pl'Oducers in the wo rld are China. the USA , India. Paki stan and Brazil. Low 

income countries in Sub-Saharan Afi' ica li ke Benin, Burki na Faso and Chad depend on colton for 

ea rning fore ign exchange. Et hi opia is also one of the Afri can countries that produce cotton81 

According to Dessalegn Bizuneh. 

As part o/the broader plan to tran~rorm the economy of /he 
region, /he I/alians selec/ed Ivla/ammo as one 0/ /he nine 
dis/ric/.s· thro ughou/ their Eas/ Afi'ican Empire for COllon 
culiiva/ion. COllon samplesji-ol77 lv/a/ammo had indica/ed /hal 
the region could y ield promising resul/s if culiiva/ed ",ell. 
However, the plan was no/ translated into action/or unknown 
reasons. /t was no/ un/ii/he mid-1960s tha/hllge-scale COllon 
cultivation spread in Malall1ll1a when a group q/ l'clerlll7 

soldiers and other entrepreneurs embarked on lar~~e scale 
farming in/he Warado:" 

The air temperature range for cotton growing is IS-40°c wh ile be low I Soc cotton wil l not grow. 

An air temperatu re of more than 40°, may cause damage. The annua l precipi tat ion range 

required for cotton is 900- 1200mm. Rainfall during matu ratio n is harmfu l. Ve rti sols are suitab le 

if not waterlogged and cotton does not tolerate waterlogg in g. Good commercial yield of cotton 

seed in rain-fed agriculture is 1. 5-2.0 ton/ha . and average farme r yield is 1.0- 1.5 lon/ha IVhereas a 

good commercial yield of seed under irri gated agricu lture is 4.0-5.0 to n/ha and average farmer 

80 Esayas Tana, Abra ham G/hiwat,and Mashila Dajane, "Qua ntitative and Qualitative Determination of Weeds 

in Cotton-Growing Areas of Humera and M etema, Northwes tern Eth iopia" in Ethiopian Journal of Applied 
Science Technotogy, Vol.3 {ll (2012), p. 58. 

8 1 D.T. 8osena, F. Beka bil , G. Berhanu and H. Dirk, "Factors Affecting Co tton Supply at the Farm Level in 

Metema District of Ethiopia", in Journol of Agriculture, Biotechnology ond Ecology, 4 (11 (2011), p. 42. In my 
opinion Egypt should also be included in this category, unless excl ud ed from the second ca tegory beC(luse no 

longer as low incomes as Burki na Faso e tc. 
82Dessalegn Bizu neh, p. 20. 
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yield is 2.0-3.0 t0l1/ha.83 Despite the problem of waterlogging, cotton was grown in Abdiirafi and 

Miittlima. When waterlogging happened, owing to excess rain, yields failed. Growing cotton and 

sesame was therefore, though profitable, a risk, because waterlogging could spoil the crops (as in 

the present year 2015). This happened on average about every 4-5 years. 84 

Photograph 20: Cotton crop in Abdiirafi 

Source: Ya Begemedema Simien Taqlay Gizat Polis, Yii Begemederna Simien Ttiq/ay 

Gizal Polis Aba/och ... ", p. 7. 

The varieties and origins of the principal crops grown in the study areas (Slitit-

Humlira areas) are shown in the following Table. 

Table 13: Varieties and Origins of the Principal Crops Grown in the Study Areas 

Crop Crop Vari ety Origin 

Cotton 

Gossypium Acal. USA 

Hirsitum Israel (Gedera) Israel 

83 Ir. C. Sys, EVan Ranst, Ir. J. Oebaveye and Others, pp. 63-65. 
84 Informants: Abara. Mangistu, Gahra Egziabher, Fisseha and Alana. 
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Sesa me 

Sesam um J abrouk, Oal am i t, T egel e, Ka fi fe Sudan 

ind icum Alia , Abu Sandug, Azerege 

So rghuJll 

Sorghum vul gare Wad Ak r, Oabur, Mugud , Wad Arba, Safra, Zerzera, Sudan 
Feterita, Wad Farage. Tejarebe, Fuke, Mcsteh 

Wanze, Zehala, Zenare, Bayane, Morebe, Agu rcbe, 
Eth iopia Wareta 

Source : TAMS, "The Humara Report: Resource ... ", p.79. 

Aca la cotton which was locall y known as "A meri can" \:vas medium-tal l and earl y maturing and 

gave more yie lds. It had large bolls and strong tibers. Its hairless va ri ety was suscept ible tojasid 

attack. It lacked res istance to bacterial bli ght (Xanlhemonas MalvacearulII) 85 Some other major 

pests of cotton in Miitiim ma were Ameri can boll worm (f-feliolhis) and Sudan bollworm 86 The 

Israel cotton was of a minor importance8 7 The cotton was so ld 10 difl'erenl COl lon gi nning and 

processing factor ies in Ethiopia88 

4.8.1.4 CROP OPERATIONS AND LABO UR 

Sesame was we ll suited to Siitit-Humiira, Abdarafi and Miittiima 89 The maj or problem with 

sesame was the problem ofshattering90 The three main va ri et ies of so rghum namely. Wad Akr, 

8S lmperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Agr icultu re, IAR, "Report of the Survey Mission ... ", p. 22. Jasid 

means "any of a large cosmopolitan fami ly (jassidaae) of small leaf hoppers that include many economically 
signifi cant pests of cultivated plants", Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary (Massachusetts, G. and C. Merriam 

Co mpany, 19771. p. 619 . 

86Archives of Gondar Zone Administ ration Office, Folder "1)'1.\ ;1 36-37, Fi le No. il(IJ' 36/ "l~ ' I.\ ... ') A Collective 
Report from Ato Getachaw Manga~ha (National Comm unity Developm ent), Ato Sisay Birhanu (Executive member 
of Mattama- Mahbara Selassie Farm ers Cooperative), Ato Birhanu Asras (Gondar Cotton Gi nning Facto ry Boa rd 

member), Ato Getahun Assagu (General M anage r of Gondar Cotton Ginning Factory), Mr. Shawil Zahabe an Israeli 
agricu ltural expert, and Ato Waldu Masfin an Agri cultural expert to Begemeder and Simien Pro\iince, Tikimt I, 65 

E. C,p.l. 
87 TAMS, liThe Humera Report: Resource ... " I p. 79 . 

88 Informants: Sisay, Abara, Mangistu and Gabra Egziabher. 

"Ibid. 
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Dabur and Mugud were Sudanese in origin. They were higher yieldin g and drought res istant.91 

The white and better tasti ng Safra va ri ety was widely used to prepare injiim (E thiopian bread). 

Wad Akr was used for making lalla ( loca l beer) and as food for the labou rers. The varieti es such 

as Wan za and Zahala were most ly grown by oxen farmers and were consumed by people. It was 

affected by a plant paras ite ca lled SI!·iga, commonly known as w itchweed or w itches ' weed, a 

genus of parasitic plants as noted above that occur naturally in parts of A frica, Asia and 

A ustral ia92 

The cropping operat ions in part icularl y mechanized fa rming were clearing, cleaning, pioLigwing, 

seeding, weed ing and harvest ing . C lea rin g was cutti ng trees o n the farml and. Il was ca rr ied out 

by contract. C leaning was preparing the land for seeding. It usuallv stan cd in Februarv. The 

small fa rmers did the work by themselves. The larger farmers usuall y con tracted the work to 

crews on a un it area bas is. Cotton stems, sesame ami sorghulfl stalks frolll prev iously cu lti vated 

land were pil ed, dri ed, and burned. Ploughing was carried out by a tractor-drawn. 4 meters wide-

leve l disk harro w (24-30 di scs), and drawn one way across the land (Sec Photograph 15). It 

cultivated the surface to a depth of more than 8 cent imeters. Ploughing operati ons for all the 

crops were not uniform. [n most cases, first plowing was carried out in June when the ground 

had received sufficient moisture. This enabled the disc to penetrate the soi l. Weeds started to 

grow usually after the second rain. Thus a second ploughing was needed to destroy the weeds. 

Regarding sesame, the seed was broadcast ei ther before the second plowi ng or after the second 

ploughing93 Then a third harrowing was carri ed ou t to cover the seeds. Sorghum lands were also 

ploughed, seeded and again harrowed to cover the seed. This was done after the sesame and 

90 lEG: Ministry of Agriculture, IAR, "Report of The Survey Mission .. ,", p. 2l. 
91 TAMS, "The Humera Report: Resource ... ", p. 79. 
92 lEG, Ministry of Agricu lture, " Report of the Survey Mission .. ", p. 2l. 
" Atakil t, pp. 60-61. 
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cotton had been planted. Cotton lands followed the same process as sorghum . The onl y 

diffe rence was that cotto n seedin g fo llo wed sesame seedi ng . Seedin g was by hand broadcastin g. 

Origina ll y seeds of both sesa me and so rghum were first brought from the Sud a n. Then th e 

farmers saved the best seeds from th e best crops. But new cotto n seed was la ter a lso purchased 

every year from l3arratolo Cotton Pl antat ion whi ch was a lways insecticide treated. The 1331"rato lo 

Pl antati on was located near Tassa nay in Eritrea. It was first started by the Ita li an governm ent in 

1932. From 194 1 all until 1949 th e plantation was ru n by the British. T ilell tire Eth iopian 

governm ent took it over. 1t was on ly from 1965 onwa rds that Doctor l3arratolo started to be a 

concess ion ho lde r. H is farm manager was M. Socc i94 

The seedin g pe ri ods of sesame, cotton and sorg hu m were t" om Jun e to Jul y. end 01' Jun e to end 

of Jul y, and Jul y to September respective ly95The re was no irr igation in Abdarati and Miittama. 

The crops were rain-fed. 96 Cotton ex hausts the so il. It needs ferti li zer to ma intain fertil ity . But 

fertili ze r was not tri ed in th e stud y areas beca use fa rmers we re always afraid of' possible increase 

of weeds97 The farmers I spoke to did not use even orga nic (natura l) fert il izers . They were often 

not settl ed in the a rea at a ll an d th ey sa id that th e virgin land was k nil e enough. When land 

became less fe rtil e they took up new land - not a solution in the long term 98 It cou ld be argued 

that not us ing chemical fert ili zers avo id ed probl ems for farm ers , espec ia ll y th ose fann ers with 

sma ll er incomes and less ava il abl e cash. By not us ing chemical fe rt ilizers. farm ers at least 

avo ided the financ ial trap whi ch Tesema has drawn attenti o n to . Tesema's paper relates Wol lega, 

04 Ibid., p. 62. 
951m perial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Agricultu re, Institute for Agricultural Research, "Report of the 

Survey Mission .. . }J,p . 18. 

"Ibid., p. 10. 
97 Informants; Sisay, Abara, Mangistu, Gabra Egziabher, Colonel Tigabu and Sergeant Maru 
98 Ibid. 
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not the north western borderlands, but the problem he descr ibes wou ld also have been the 

problem of farm ers in my area, had they used chem ical ferti lizer. Tesema writes .. , 

In recent years, fanners in Qromia and Ethiopia in general have 
complained Ihal Ihey gel Ihe highesl crop yield only/or one ur t1l'0 
harvesl years by using chemical .ferlilizers and selected seeds. 
Thereafter, they musl apply more /erlilizers and lise selected seeds 
eVel)' year 10 oblain a sufficient harvesl. With each passin8 ),ear, 
.farmers .find themselves pushed 10 Ihe verge 0/ bankruplc)' by Ihe 
ever-rising COSIO/ chemical /erlilizers. in .fiJct, the high cost uf 
modern farm management practices has caused farmer,,,' il1 many 
paris 0/ Wallagga 10 slale Ihal "Ihe land has also slarled 10 dellland 
chemical.fertilizers as bribes 10 be produclive, jusl like g(ll'Cl'lllllCnl 
bureaucrats, especially {he courts. who are accustollled In fOkiny, 
bribes Fom peasanls in order 10 make a ruling on cerlain cases, .. 
Owing 10 the ever-rising COSI 0/ chemical /erlilizers, Ihe Maccaa 
Oromo have come 10 regard Iradilional /arming as cheaper and 
more suslainable Ihan so-called modern /anning. Above all, Ihey 
asserl Ihat the .food products./i'om traditional /arming are tast ier and 
heallhier than .food ilems produced wilh Ihe lise of chemical 

fi 'I' 99 er/f Izers. 

Though stri ct rotati on did not ex ist fa rmers practiced a cotton-sorghum -sesame rotation on 

weedy fields and a cotton-sesame-sorghum rotation on the less weedy fie lds. lOaThe weeding 

processes started w ith sesame, Then it cont inued to cotton and sorghum , On each of the three 

crops, an average of two weeding was carri ed out by hand, Labou r crews were emp loyed llsua ll y 

on a con tract bas is, About 50 to 100 labourers were assigned to work side by side across the 

assigned fie ld s,lol 

A ll the three crops in Abdarafi and Manama were harvesled by hand using seasona l conlraCI 

labour. Harvest ing periods of sesame, cotton and sorghum wcre from Ihe end of September 10 

99Tesema, pp . 106-107, Th is is a study on Woliega bu t Tesema has told me that the problem would not be 

confined to this area. 
loolmperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Agriculture, IAR," Report of the Survey Mission .. " , p. 18. 

IOITA MS, "The Humera Report: Resource ... ", p. 104. 
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November, December to February, and December to Ap ril respectively. ""Sesa me was cut in to 

smal l sheaves of abo ut 50 sta lks each. Four sheaves were stacked together and 100 of these 4 

sheaves stacks formed a "hila". The hiias were a ll owed to dry for about 15 days. Then the seed 

was hand-shaken on canvas and fi na ll y pl aced in sacks. Sesame was cut befo re th e seed pods 

began to crack in orde r to avo id shallering. [03 Cotton was picked twice. Accord ing to the report 

of th e Humara survey mission, o ne man coul d pick 30-40 kil og rams pe r day . [ 0· [ For sorghum , the 

heads were cut and pil ed in la rge stacks. The seeds were then th res hed and win nowed in order to 

remove th e husksw5 Parti a lly mechanized fa nn ing in Abdara fi and Matta ma demanded a great 

number o f labo urers in order to sati sfy its annu a l labour needs. [06 C learing and c lean ing we re 

carried out from January to May. Dur ing these fi ve months, abo ut 60 pe rcent of th e la bo urers 

were permanent em pl oyees of the land ho lders. Payment was on a piecewo rk basis. [07 Add itiona l 

la bourers were h ired fro m Jun e to October. Some o f the large farmers h ired their entire crews in 

June in order to protect th emse lves fro m th e pro bable labo ur sho rtage d ur ing th e weed in g and 

ha rvest ing season. 

Table 14: Estimated Monthly Distribution of Ann ual Seasonal Labour in the 19705. 

Month Number of Labourers 

January 8,000 

February 6.500 

March 6.500 

l02lnformants: Colonel Tigabu, Sergean t Maru, Sisay, Abara, Gabra Egziabher and Alana. 
103TAMS, "The Humera Report. Resource ... ", p. 104. 

104 lEG, Ministry of Agriculture, JAR, Report of .... ", p. 24 . 

-

IDS Informants: Colonel Tigabu" Sergeant Maru, Sisay, Abara, Mangistu and Gabra Egziabher. 
l 06/bid. 

107 Fitaye, "The Traditional. .. ", p.? 
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April 6.500 
~~---

Mav 7,500 

JWle 39,500 

July 55.000 

August (i5.000 
-

September (i5.000 
-

October 'IU.OUU 

November 15.000 

December S.OOO -

Source: TAMS. "HumHra Agricultural Development Proj ect, Draft .. ", p. 42. 

About 85 percent of the seasonal labourers we re rural people who came to l-lumara, Abdarafi and 

Mattama fro m the high lands of Tigray. Eritrea , and Begemeder and Simicn provinces. The 

remaining 15 per cent of seasona l labourers came from the towns and cit ies and were generall y 

not effi cient fa rm labourers. Abo ut 25 percen t of the labourers traveled to the study areas by 

trucks, buses and tractors during May and ea rl y June before the roads were closed by noods. The 

remain ing 75 per cent came on foot from Tassaniiy, Shararo, GondaI' and other places in the 

hi ghlands. Large numbers of seasona l labourers we re hired at harvest timc. Mos t o r them (about 

70 percent) were Ti gri an peasants who sought a cash income to supp lement their preca ri ous 

subsistence production. The majori ty of the labourers came to Humara, Abdarafi and Miitlama 

after harvest ing the ir own crops at home, usually after Chri stmas. They returned home fo r Easter 

and returned back to Humara, Abdarafi and Mattama in June and .Jul y and sta yed there unt il 

132 



November. The harsh conditions of the plains, the poor health environment and lack of servi ces 

all combined to ensure a comp letely male seasonal worker population. lOS 

Regarding labour costs, payments were not uniform . There were diffe rent payments on th e 

different farm s. Sometimes di spu tes arose between labourers and employers over questi ons of 

pay . Labour did not have proper written cont racts or guidance because there were no labour 

offices in the study areas. 109 The positi on o f labour, howeve r. was not entire ly weak because at 

harvest time they were desperately needed and could threaten to re fu se wo rk unless they got 

more pay. Th is was espec iall y the case for sesame which had to be harvested on ti me, or 

otherwise wo uld be spo il ed . On one occasion a women, Abiikyal iish Yim ii r (a lso known as 

Abiikyii liish Gondar), was in a problem of a labour shortage in Mall iim3 Wii riicl a in the Civil 

Association Agri cultural Farm and got labourers by giving them good, att racti ve food not just 

sorghu m powder. She was then accused by other farmers of breaking tradi tional custom 

d · t" d . . I b lin 1-1 I "spoi li ng the labourers" an getting an un all' a vanlage 111 atlracttn g a our. owever, t le 

average unit costs for clea ri ng, seed ing, and weeding were esti mated as shown in Table 13. 

Table 15: Reported Average C leari ng, Seeding and Weeding Costs per Man per Day in the 19705. 

-
~u~ Activity Crop Cost 

Types (lJirrlf'vlan/ Oay 

C leari ng All 1.50 

Seeding 
crops 

4.81 

Weeding 
A ll 

2.26 
crops 

Weeding 
Sesame 

2.66 

Weedi ng 
Sorghum 

2. 14 

-~ COllon 

Source: Taken TAMS, "Hulllara Agricultural Development Project. Draft ..... , Chaplcr 7. p.SO. 

108 Informants: 5isay, Abara, Mangistu, Gabra Egz iabher, Fisseha an d Alana. 
109 Fitaye "The Traditional Usage ... ", p. 7. 

110 Informants: Kinde, Sisay, Mangi stu, Gabra Egziabher, Fisseha and Alana. 
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T he estimated unit labo ur costs for harvestin g, management and other costs were also given as 

shown in the fo ll owing Tabl e. 

Table 16: Est imated Harvest ing, Management and Other Costs in the 19705. 

Activity Unit Unit Cost (Birr) 

Sesame cutting hila 3.00-4.00 

Sesame threshing and sack ing quintal 1.50 

Sorghum harvesting quintal 1.50 

Cotton picking kil ogram 0.05 

Food for a labourer day 0.50-1.00 

Manager's Sa lary 1110nth 400 .00 

Foreman's Sa lary month 200 .00 

Production taxes hectare 0.80 

Source: Taken TAMS, ,cHumera Agri cultural Deve lopment Project, Draft ... ", Chapter 7. p. 
p.51 . 

Acco rding to my informants, the farm supp li ed sorghum powder, bea ns, sa lt, pe ppe r and water 

to drink for both its pe rman ent and seasona l labou rers. The fa rm ers haul ed water for the ir 

labo urers in th e dry season and put it in a drum. In the ra iny season th e labourers themselves du g 

holes in the ground to co ll ect fl ood water. The farms ma intained small grass lukul huts fo r she lter 

but many labou rers s lept in th e open fi e ld s because of the heat as th ey st i II do. T he amo unt of 

so rghum grain consumed by o ne person per yea r was 300 k i lograms. The peop le in th e stud y 

areas suffered from anthrax , trypanosom ias is (s lee ping sic kn ess), v isce ral le ishman ias is (ka la-

azar) and ma laria .11I The labou re rs pa id great sac rifi ces in deaths especially rl'Om mal aria . Such 

traged ies were remembered by the laboure rs in their say ings : 

111 Inform ants: Sergea nt Maru, Sisay, Abara, Mangistu, Gabra Egziabher, Fisseha and Alana. 
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One who went to Humara or Manama, 

His pill ow is the stone .. 

Hi s priest is the vulture [for the funeral ceremonyJ. 

It wa its and watches him until he dies. 

The farm supp li ed the labo urers with suga r, oil and on ions wheneve r the labou rers demanded 

them. But the cost was to be covered by the labo urers themselves deducted from their pay." l 

One might compare the conditions of seasonal migra nt labou r in neighbouring Sudan. Permanent 

ancl seasonal migrant labour was scarce in neighbor ing Sudan. The rol e of res ident labour was 

increasing while that of short-term migrants from distant areas was decreasing. The labour shorta ge 

occurred as a resu lt of the very low real wages. The precondit ion for the "ve ry survival" of the 

labou r force and its dependants in both mechani zed rain -fed and large-scale irrigation system was 

hous ing, hea lth , education, dri nking-waler and san itat ion." " 

Regarding farm management, different mechani sms were practi ced. If a tractor farm was owned by 

a partnership, one of the partners was in charge or managing lhe h1r1ll work. I he partner who was 

in charge of managing the farm work usually stayed in the [Own closest to the farm in order to 

112 Informant: Sisay. 
11 3 Informants: Colonel Tigabu, Sergeant Maru, Sisay, Abara and Mangistu. 

114Report of a Mission Financed by the United Nations, in Employment and Economic Reform: Towards Q 

Stra tegy for the Sudan (Switzerland: Inlernalional Labour Office, 1987), p. 71. 
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supervIse th e workers during the ploughing, seeding, weeding and harvesting seasons. [n hi s 

absence, the kobrari (fo reman) acted as a manager. I-Ie lived on or near the farm durin g most of th e 

yea r. On th e other hand, so me of th e indiv id ua l tractor-own in g farmers managed the ir farms by 

th emse lves. Some of them li ved near the ir farm s, but the majority lived in towns li ke Humara, 

Asmara, and Gondar engaged in some other com mercial businesses. They vis ited their farms when 

necessary. General ly speakin g, a ll fa rm operations were supervised by the fo reman. Bu t the 

tractor-rent in g fa rm ers stayed close to their far ms for the who le yea r. Th is greatly helped them to 

take ca re of their farm management together w ith thei r foremen . Most of the members of the 

different coo peratives in Abdarafi and Mattama as in Hu mara, were governmen t officials, j udges, 

military genera ls, retired c iv il se rvants and policemen, teachers. me rchant s. fa rm ers etc . liS The 

fo [Jow ing chapter di scusses i nfrastructu ra I deve lopments. 

liS Informants: Sergeant Maru, Sisay, Abara, Alanaa and Mangistu. 
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CH A PTER FI VE 

I N FRAST RUCT URAL DEVE LOPMENTS 

I NTRO DUCTION 

I n t hi s chapter the in frastructures of A bdara fi an d Matlama wi I I be di scussed. Assessme nts w i II 

be g iven of the services that were availab le to cooperative fa rm ers. Info rmation w ill be g iven on 

pop ul ation , roads, transport a nd commu nicati ons, ed ucationa l fac ili ties, gove rn me nta l 

ad mi ni strati ve iss ues, water s upp ly, hea lth and medica l fac ilities, and hous ing a nd shopp ing. 

5.1 ABDA RAFI 

5. 1.1 RO A DS, TRANS PORT AN D COMM UN ICATIONS 

The ava ilab ili ty of good trans port serv ices at reasonab le cost is im port ant for th e v iab il ity of 

cO l11 merc ial fa rm ing . Fa rmin g in A bdarafi suffered from tra ns port di ffi cu lties w hi c h we re only 

s lowly improved. T he ro ute bet\veen Go ndar and Abd arafi v ia l-iulll ara, wh ich was about 329 

k il ometers long, was o ri g in a ll y an o ld l11 ul e track. ' The route f rom Hu mara to Mattii ma th rough 

Abdiirafi (87 ki lomete rs) was 196 kilom eters. The ro ute between H Ul11 ara and Abdarafi was onl y 

a rough track and was im passab le in th e wet season and th e ro ute fro m A bdarali io MiiWima was 

a lso rough and rocky. 2 During the wet season , transport of goods between A bda rafi and Hu mara 

was im poss ibl e because th e goods cou ld no t cross the An garab Ri ver. The A ngarab, a lso known 

as Bah I' as-Sa la l11 , is one of the sources of the N il e. C ross ing th e A nga rab Ri ver in the wet season 

was onl y poss ib le by us ing a s ma ll boat. A nyone who wanted to use th e boat was c ha rged Birr 5. 

When there was too l11 uc h rain a nd river vo lume was large and the current swift it was no t even 

easy to use the boat and cross the ri ve r. Prio r to the constru ctio n of the bridge, fo rd ing of th e 

ri ver was poss ib le on ly in th e dry season fro m mid -Dece mber to ea rl y Ju ne . When the river was 

1 Informants: Mangistu, Alana, Fiseha Asras I and Gabra Egziabher. 

2TAMS, "Th e Humera Report : Reso urce ... ", p. 1 
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full , it took about 30 days for the volume to fall. To minimize the problem a new bridge was 

constructed in 1971 across the Angarab River, six kilometers north of Abdarafi , by the Imperial 

Highway Authority. It was 150 meters long and 3.5 meters wide. There were 6 stone central 

pillars that carried the Angarab Bailey Bridge. Each pillar was placed at a di stance of 30 meters. 

The Angarab Bailey Bridge was the longest in the hi story of Bai ley Bridge construction in 

Ethiopia of that time. The construction of the bridge greatly helped the Satit-Humara, Abdarafi and 

Maltama Mu lti-Purpose Farmers' Cooperatives to transport thei r commercial crops to the market 

without any problem. The bridge served for about 500-600 tractors at that time. 3 

Photograph 21 and 22: Overhead view and side view of the Angarab Bai ley Bridge 

Source: Photo Alana Chakol, taken on May 23, 201 3. 

As stated above, the road from Abdarafi to Gondar was Via Humara. This was about 329 

kilometers which was very long and time consuming. This was because there was no road that 

3 Addis Zaman, Sane 24, 63 f.e, p. 1; Ministry of Agriculture, "The Humera Report: Resource ... ", p. 181. 
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cou ld directl y connect Abdarafi with Go ndar. Having thi s prob lem in mind. the I~rmers' 

cooperat ives in Tach Armachiho and the ballabals of the area decided to contribu te money and 

shorten the distance by constructin g a 150 ki lometers road through Armachiho and connecting it 

with the Satit-Hum ara road. ;/10 Zanaba Nure liii , from the Ethiopian Orthodox Church 

Development Commiss ion in Zamanat, supported the road construction by brin ging one tractor 

and one Land Rover. AID Waksum Nawata, the Qtibtille Slnlll1 and pioneer of the Godabe-

Abdara fi Fa rmers Multi- Purpose Cooperative, ;/10 Ababa Ad issu , ;/10 Makonan Aka le. ;/10 

Ababa Lakaw, and AID Ayaliii Liban gave their own support by bringing one tracto r each. About 

500 local people partic ipated dail y in the constru ction of the road withou t pay. Birr 7.000 was 

also paid for da il y labourers. Fi nall y the constru ct ion of the Abda rafi -Gondar road was 

completed successfull y. The d istance was 250 kilometers. It shortened the Abdara fi -Gondar 

route by 79 kil ometers. The new road was a dry season road." 

The deve lopment of cooperat ive farm s in the Sati t- Humara area and the establ ishment of the 

Gondar Cotton Ginn ing and Process in g Plant necessitated the repair and construction of the 

Gondar-Humara-Tassanay, and the Gondar-Ch ilga- Mattama-Abdarafi tracks. The government 

promised to fina nce half of the total sum of the projects. The populace of the Govern orate 

General was ex pected to cover the remaining hall'. The populace of W~igii ra Ih ,.raja contribu ted 

Birr 107, I 06.55. Every farm er of Walqa it and $iigade was told to pay 10 Birr per dawilla 

(twenty qUl1nas) , a gra in measure of approx imately 100 ki lograms of grai n harvested. The da il y 

labourers had to contribute 2 Birr each. However, construction work was not started soon 

because of the misunderstand ings that arose between officia ls of the Governorate General and 

the Highway Authority. The Highway Au thority asked fo r pre-payment of the public 's 

<lI/Ya Abdara fi Mangadina Ersha Yizota", in TiyinUi Gondar lena, Gondar Municipal Herald, Yea r 1 No. 3 
(December-January, 1973-1974), p. 5. 
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contr ibution before wo rk began on the ground. It sa id that the government budget money was not 

availab le for the ti me be ing. On the other hand the government officia ls insisted on the A uthority 

beginning work with the governm en t money fi rst. As a result of thesc mi sunderstandings 

construction work was delayed fOl" some time and therefore the Hi ghway Authority di d not sta rt 

the work. It was also reported that there was some misappropriation of the pu bl ic con tributi on by 

offi cia ls because out of Birr 107. 106.55 that was collected in 1971. the account showed a defic it 

of Birr 7.954.26. This was one major problem. The other pmb lems when the work started were 

secu rity problems from band it s on the Gondar-Humiira road and the rai ny season that hindered 

the construct ion workS 

Fina ll y after the delay the engineering corps orthe Ethiopian Ground FOl"ces handled the project 

and built several bridges and cu lverts. A good example was the const ruct ion of a Bailey Bridge 

over the Guang (Atbara) river6 The Atbara Ri ver is located about seven k ilometers northeast of 

Miitlama. The construction was completed in May 1971. It was a sin gle span Bailey Bridge. It 

was 36.6 meters long with a curb width of 3.3 meters. The maximum load of the Atbara Bai ley 

Bridge was 15 tons (short fo r metric ton. 907.19 kg) only. It was not used for heavier motorized 

traffic 7 Final ly a mad that linked MaWima-Abdara fi -Sat it-I-lumara was contemplated but not 

carri ed out8 

In 197 1, the people of Godabe-A bdarafi in Tach Armaehiho dec ided to prepare an airfield in the 

town of Abdarafi. To make it pract ical. they contri buted Birr l6 16 and elected a committee of 

seven men. Ala Yilma Zala law. the Deputy Wardc/a Admin istrator, became Chairperson. Ala 

' Solomon, pp. 242· 243. 
' Ibid., p. 243. 
7TAMS, "The Humera Report: Resource ... ", p. 18I. 
' Solomon, pp. 243· 244. 
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Wakshum N awata. the Qaballe Slnllll . became Vice Chairman and Ala Kahssay Wolda Mari am 

became the Secretary and Treasurer. There were also four other people who were members of the 

commillee9 In 1972 Ihe peop le of A rm achiho agai n conlributed 5.G09.20 Bin' and kepi it in the 

bank for the cost of clearing the ground for the airfield. 'o Accord in g to my inlo rmants, the 

airfield was later used as a hel icopter pad. The air!ield was onl y leve led ground. usab le only in 

the dry season, not a hard run way. The ai rfi eld !irSI came into use for helicopters in 1972 II 

5.1.2 EDUCATIONAL FA CILITI ES 

In co llaboration with the Swedi sh Evange li cal Mi ss ion the people of AbcWrali opened an 

elementary school in Abdarali in 1971. " At I'irst, its elll"ollm ent was 250. '3 T he members of the 

Police Farm in Abdarali contributed a lot in teaching the chi ldren in the already established 

elementary school until the M ini stry of Educa lion ass igncdleachcrs. '·' 1\ 1 prcscill Ihere is also a 

General Secondary School in Abdarafi , as I have observed during !ieldwork. 

5.1.3 GOVERNM ENT ADM INISTRATIVE AND SECURITY ISSUES 

Initiall y. A bdara!i' s admin istrali on depended on the Qiihalle. Th e fi rst o l"tic ial of the Qdballe 

was AIO Waksum Nawata. the Qiiballe SI11I1I1. The QiihCilie grew to a Wiiri.ida level because of 

the development of modern agri culture in the area. Abdarafi also had a po lice substat ion and a 

contingent of border police from 1971. '5 Its communicat ions were th rough rad io. '6 A court was 

not opened until 2001. It was only in 2001 that a sub-court was sel Lip. Until then criminals were 

' Addis l oman, Yokotit, 20, 1963 f.C, p.S. 
IOYa Begemederna Simien Taqlay Giza t, " l3a l3egem ederna Simien Taq lay Gizal HulaUjiiaw .. " , p. 64. 

II Informants: Mangi stu, Alana, Fiseha J\s ras, and Gabra Egziabher. 
I) Ibid., p. 64. 

13 TAMS, " Humera Agricultura l Development Project Drafl. .. ", p. 7. 

14 13egemed er and Simien Polis, "Va l3egemederna Simien Polis Abaloch .. ", p. 29. 

15 TAMS, "Humera Agricultural Development Project Draft.. .", p. 7. 
16 Begemeder and Si mi en Polis, "Ya Begcmederna Simien Polis Abaloch .. ", p. 29. 
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Wakshum Nawiita. the Qabal/e SI71I1I1. became Vice Chairman and Ala Kahssay Wo lda Mariam 

became the Secretary and Treasurer. There were also four other peopl e who were members of the 

committee 9 In 1972 the people of A rm ach iho again contributed 5.609 .20 Birr and kept it in the 

bank fo r the cost of clearing the ground for the airfie ld. 'o According to my inlormants, the 

airfield was later used as a helicopter pad. The ai rti eld was onl y leve led ground, usable on ly in 

the dry season, not a hard run way. The ai r fie ld first came in to use for helicopters in 1972 " 

5.1.2 EDUCAT IO,'iAL FA C I 1.1'1'1 ES 

In col laborati on w ith the Swedish Eva nge li cal Mi ss ion the people 01' Abdii rali opened an 

elementary school in Abdarali in 1971. " At I'i rst, its enroll ment was 250. ''; The members of the 

Pol ice Farm in A bdarati contributed a lot in teach ing the ch i ldren in the already establi shed 

elementary school until the M inistry or Education ass igned teachers.' " AI prcsclll Ihere is also a 

General Secondary School in Abdarati . as I have observed during fieldwork. 

5,1.3 GOVERNM ENT ADM IN ISTRA TlVE AND SECUR ITY ISSUES 

In itiall y. Abdii rafi 's admini stral ion depended on the Qiihalle.The firsl official or Ihe Qiiballe 

was Ala Waksum Niiwata. the Qiiballe Shlllll. The Q,jhdlle grew to a Wei did" leve l because of 

the development of modem agr iculture in the area. A bd ti rafi also had a po li ce substation and a 

conti ngent of border pol ice from 1971." Its communicat ions were through radio.' 6 A court was 

not opened unt il 200 I. II was onlv in 200 I thai a sub-courl was se t up. Unt i l then cr im inals were 

' Addis loman, Yokatit, 20, 1963 f.e, p.5. 
iOYa Begemederna Simien Taqlay Gizal, "03 Begemederna Simien Taqlay Gizat Hula taiiaw ,,", p. 64. 
11 Informants: Mangistu, Alana, Fiseha Asras I and Gjbra Egziabher. 
" Ibid., p. 64. 
13 TAMS, " Hum era Agricultural Development Project Draft.. ." , p. 7. 

1~ Begemeder and Sim ien Polis, "Ya l3egemederna Simien Polis AbaJoch .. ", p. 29. 
ls TAMS, "Humera Agricultural Developmen t Projec l Draft ... ", p. 7. 
16 Begemeder and Simien Polis, "Ya Begemederna Simi en Polis Abaloch ,, ", p. 29. 
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judged in Sanja Weirtida. The majority of GrImes th at we re committed in Abdtirafi included 

killing and wo unding each other in fi ghts after alcoholi c drinks, petty theft , larger pi llage, 

smuggling (the border town of Ass ira in the Sudan was th e source o r contraband ) ma inly in 

firearms, different clothes. shoes and liquid soap. and quarrel ing and li ghtin g with each other 

over prostitutes. Ass ira was and sti ll is the famous li vestock market of the surrounding area much 

of it brought in ill ega ll y from Ethiop ia. Cattl e supp ly to Abdarafi came mainl y frol11 the areas 

with large catt le popul ati ons: 5agade. Tac h Armachi ho and Weste rn Armach iho. 17 

5. 1.4 WATE R SUPPLY 

From th e hea lth point of view. a suppl y o f c lean water is criti ca l for drinking and sanitatio n 

purposes. otherwise people suffe r from dyse ntery. typhoid and other wate r-born e di seases. 

There was no pure wa ter at all in Abdarafi. The maj or source o f water was and sti ll is the 

Angarab Ri ver. Both the to wn dwe ll ers and the seasona l labourers used the Angiirab Ri ver fo r 

drinking and other purposes. The trac tor-owning cooperati ve farmers hau led water in drums 

frol11 th e ri ver. They a lso caught rain in ponds during the rainy season. The town dwel lers 

pu rchased water by the male Sinnar do nkey load. The local people call these don kcys "S innar 

donkeys" because they are bigge r and stron ge r than Ethiopian donkeys. These donkeys perh aps 

ori ginall y ca l11e frol11 Sinnar. The peo ple used Sinnar donkeys and hybrid Sinnar donkeys 

crossed with Ethi op ia n do nkeys. A ll the Sinnar male donkeys were and stil l are used fo r 

transporti ng produce and water lor the smallholder far mers and for the to wn dwe ll ers from the 

river and wells. The other sources of water are the qeibCi/Ie we ll s. But these wel ls do not satisfy 

all the town dwellers . There is shortage o f water. Queues of people at the we ll s with water 

conta iners were and are always observed. The town dwe llers and seasonal labourers al so drank 

17 In fo rmants: Gi rl11 a an d Inspector Mogas Getu . 
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water directly from the Angarab River. Nothing has been changed in this respect since the 1960s 

and 1970s. Things are still the same. 18 

Photograph 23: Seasonal labourers drinking water from the Angariib River as they still do 

Source: Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF), MSF-Holland Abdurafi Project, 2014, p. II. 

Photograph 24: Water sale by the donkey load to Abdarafi town dwellers 

Source: Photo Atakilt, taken on May 23, 20 13. 

5.1.5 HEALTH AND MEDICAL FACILITIES 

There was no health centre in Abdarafi until 1998. The most prevalent diseases of the area were 

and still are malaria, leishmaniasis also known as kala-azar (Medecins Sans Frontieres, MSF 

Holland Abdurafi Project is currently fighting against Kal-azar), anthrax, sleeping sickness, 

venereal diseases, tropical ulcers, dysentery, recurrent fever and elephantiasis. A malaria control 

centre was also not established. Both the farmers and the large migratory labour force suffered a 

18 Informants: Mangistu, Fiseha Asras, and Gabra Egziabher. 
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lot. People were dying here and there without any treatment espec iall y because o f malaria and 

other diseases. 19 

Medical doctors of the Po lice Farm were grate full y recognized for their medi cal support to the 

Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC) Development Comm ission workers as we ll as to the town 

dwe ller of A bdarafi . It was free of charge20 The EOC Development Co mmi ss ion workers at 

Zamanat were al so generous enough in givin g medicine free of charge to both Commi ss ion 

workers and the town dwellers in co ll abora tion with the Pol ice Farm medical doctors. Though 

ind ividual pharmacies were present in Abdarafi. their contribut ion to the populat ion was minimal 

because they had few usefu l medicines and the medicines were ex pensive. Some of the 

pharmacy owners were also not trained. They simply opened their pharmacies illega ll y without 

I· 21 allY Icence . 

5.1.6 M ILLS 

Flour mills were ava ilable in Abdarafi , A braha-Enjara, Grar Wuha and Marzanab. Flour mil ls 

were onl y lacking in the small er villages. In th e 1960s and 1970s until the 1974 Ethiopian 

Revolution A bdarafi customers and the remote villages customers l ike Grar Wuha. A braha-

Enjara and Marzanab were charged two cents and three cents respecti vely to have one kilogram 

of sorghum grou nd. 22 After the revolution the price for grinding sorghum rose sharpl y as noted in 

chapter 4. 

19 Informants: Oamaka Ti lahun, Gabra Egziab her Hagos and Mangistu. 
20 Begemederna Simien Taqlay Gizat, "Ya I3cgemederna Simien Taqlay Gizat Polis I\baloch .,", p. 29. 

21 Informants: Liqa Seyuman Gabra Maska l and Tibjbu . 

22 Ministry of Agri cu lture, "The Humara Repo rt: Resource ... ", p. 120. 
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5. 1.7 RELIGION 

The majority of the populat ions in Abdarafi were Ethiopian Orthodox Christi ans and the 

Muslims were a minority. People were dyi ng here and there due to the harsh cl imate and 

endemi c diseases, but when peopl e died there were no ch urches or mosques for burial. They 

were simply buried anywhere." The people or A rmachiho and the town dwe llers or A bdarafi 

discussed the matter and decided to contri bu te money fo r the construction of churches and 

mosques in Abdarafi , Girar Wuha and Abraha-Enjara 24 In about 1973 they became success ful in 

constru cting a church in Abdarafi. The church was ded ica ted to Dabra Sa lam Abdara l~ Madhane 

Alam and was consecrated in 1972. Members of the Godabe-A bdarafi Farmers' M ulti -Purpose 

Cooperative and mem bers of the Police Farm took the lion's share in the contribution. AIU A bara 

Oagaya, the then Pres ident of Godabe-Abdarafi Farmers' Multi-Purpose Cooperative. personal ly 

bought liturgica l books and gave them to the church free ly. When people d ied during the night-

time they were buried that same night beca use th e area is vc ry hot and co rpses qui ck " decayed. 

One major prob lem for burial in the night-t ime was the absence of elect ri c light (the town go t its 

ti rst electri c power with the com ing of the EPRD F to power). However, Ala Abara Oagaya, the 

Pres ident of the Abdarafi-Godabe Farmers ' Multi-Purpose Cooperat ive Society and a form er 

deacon, bought a generator and so lved the prob lem by rent ing it to the church with some 

payment. The churchmen saw it as a big con tri bution and they gave cred it to Alo Abara D!igaya 

because the generator enabled them to fu l fill their rel igious obligati ons more easi ly in the ni gh t-

23 lnformants: Mangi stu, Alana and Gabra Egziabher. 
l4Segemederna Simien Taqlay Gizat, "Sa Begemederna Simien Taqlay Gizat Hulatanaw ... ", pp. 64-65. 

2s ln form an ts: Salamon Hunanaw, Getu, Abay, Abara, Aschalaw, Jajaw, Nagadu and Girma. 
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The ballabals of Abdarafi in Tach Armach iho al so gave 50.000 square meters of land fo r the 

construction of a mosque fo r the minority Musl im populati on 26 The mosq ue was constructed in 

abo ut 1975.27 

5. 1.8 HOUS ING AND SHOPPI NG 

There were houses in Abdara fi with corrugated iron roofs and small grass roofed/llkul huts with 

some more so lid ly constructed bu ild ings. In the absence of a municipality, the res idential houses 

and the roads of the town were constructed in a congested way by indi vidual s and the Qiiballe 

admi ni strators without any plan. The QCiba//e leaders had no en gineering knowledge at all .'8 

There appeared in the period army di ssertat ion se rvices like bars, shops, tea rooms. barber shops 

and different govern ment offi ces, fl our mill s and olhers. There were Iherefo re adeq uale s imple 

retail and service facilities in Abdii rafi. As a result of com mercial farming Abda rafi is both a 

centre 0 f adm i n i strati on and a centre 0 I' co mmerce.'9 

5.2 MArr.;';'MA 

5.2.1 ROADS AND COMMUN ICATION 

The Itali ans occu pi ed Mattama on Apr il 12. 1936 and after two years and ten months of the ir 

stay they li nked Mattama with Gondar by a malar road by the end of 1938. In addition to thi s, 

the Italians opened up tracks between Manama and olher posts. Mal lama was also connecled 

with Shimalaga ra, Abda rafi , Tassanay. Om Hajar and Gaclab i in Erilrea. All th ese roads were 

built primarily for mi litary purposes. It is also repo ned that the Ital ians built an ai rfi e ld in 

Mattama fo r their mil ita ry a ircraft JO Aner their expu ls ion, the roads and the airfield were not 

maintained . As noted above, the availab ili ty of good transport se rvices at reasonabl c cost is 

26 Begemedern a Simien Taqlay Gizat, "Ba Begemerna Simeie Taqlay Gizat Hul~Hanaw ... ", p. 255. 

27 Informants: Sala mon Guad u, Getu, Abay, Abara, Asch~jlaw, Jajaw, Nagadu and Girma . 

28 Informants: Ga bra Egziabher, Mangistu and Alana. 
29 Informants: Sa lamon Guadu, Getu, Abay, Abara, Aschalaw, Jajaw, Nagadu and Girm a. 
300essalegn, p. 19. 
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The ballabals of Abdarafi in Tach Armachiho al so gave 50,000 square meters of land lo r the 

constructi on of a mosque fo r the minori ty Musli m population26 The mosque was constructed in 

about 1975.27 

;;. I.SI·IOUS ING AND SHOPPING 

There were houses in Abdarafi wi th co rru gated iron roofs and small grass roofed IlIklll hu ts with 

some more so lidly constructed buil dings. In the absence ofa munici pal ity, the res identi al houses 

and the roads of the town were constructed in a congested way by ind ivid uals and the Qaballe 

administrators without any plan. The QCiballe leaders had no enginee rin g knowledge at a l1 28 

There appeared in the peri od of my di ssertation se rvices like ba rs, shops, tea rooms, ba rber shops 

and different government offi ces, flour mil ls and others. There were there fOl"e adequate simp le 

retail and service facil iti es in Abda rafi. As a result o f commerc ial fa rmi ng Abda ra fi is both a 

centre of adm in istrati on and a centre of com merce29 

5.2 IVI.~TOi. MA 

5.2 .1 ROADS AND COMM UN ICATION 

The Ita li ans occupi ed MaWima on Ap ril 12, 1936 and after two years and ten months of their 

stay they linked MaWima with GondaI' by a motor mad by the end of 193 8. In add iti on to this, 

the Italians opened up tracks between I\IEittallla and other posts. Manama was also connec ted 

with Shimalaga ra, Abdarafi , Tassanay, Om I-I ajar and Gadabi in Erit rea . A ll these roads we re 

bu il t primaril y for mili tary purposes. It is also reported that the Ita li ans buil t an ai rli eld in 

Mattama tor their mil itary aircra ft 30 After the ir expulsion, the mads and the airlle ld were not 

mai ntained. As noted above, the avai lab ililY of good transport se rvices at reasonab le cost is 

26 Begemederna Simien Taqlay Gizat, "Ba Begemerna Simeie Taqlay Gizat HulaUifi<Jw ... ", p. 255. 

27 Informants: Salamon Guadu, Getu, Abay, Abara, Aschalaw, Jajaw, Nagadu and Girma . 

28 Informants: Ga bra Egziabher, Mangistu and Alana . 
29 Informants: Salamon Guad u, Getu, Abay, Abara, Aschalaw, Jajaw, Nagad u and Girma. 
300essalegn, p. 19. 
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important for the viabi lity of commercial fa rmin g. Farming in MiiWima su ffered ti'om transport 

diffi cul ties whi ch were onl y s lowly im proved. The route between Gondar and MatUima. wh ich 

was about 180 kilometers long, was originall y an o ld mu le trac k31 In 1962, Poli ce officials of 

Begemidir a nd Si men Govern o rate General ordered ind iv idua l fanners from th e highl and 

popu lat ion of Go nd ar Zuria Awraja to give sup po rt by lendin g their mules to take prov is ions for 

policemen who were ass igned to the ti'onti er of' Mattama. T he peop le had 10 lend th e ir mules (th e 

total num ber of mules that were lent is not known). However, e ight of th e mules di ed on the way 

due to nidad (an acute animal fever). T hi s must have been so me unspecified animal di sease. The 

death of the mules created controversy between the government official s and the owners of the 

mu les . The owners of the mules appealed to of Ii c ia Is to pay them the cost of their mules. But 

governme nt officia ls did not respond on time because of di ffe rent burea ucracies and the final 

result was not known (see a ppendix 13)32 

As noted above in my descript ion of the roads and commun ication in Abdarafi , th e engi neering 

co rps of th e Ethiopi an Gro und Forces co nstructed the Azazo-C hil ga and th c Chilga- Mallama-

Abdarafi tracks and Bai ley Bridge over the Guang (Atbara) ri yer and Ganda Wuha and Nagade 

Bahir Ba il ey Bridge. 

The Imperial Hi ghway Authority con fir med that the Gondar-Mattama road that was co nstructed 

by th e eng ineering co rps of th e Ethi opian G round Forces was not properly made. II served for 

the dry season on ly. During the wet season the road was impassable. Farmers were not ab le to 

transport seasona l la bou rers . Peop le were transported by e ithc r tru ck o r Land Ro vcr . There was 

31 lnformants: Morgeta Frew, Haila M ariam, Inspector Bihonan, Sergeant Assafa, Manda fro, and Kindie. 
32See appendix 13. 
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no bus serv,ce at all. There we re no posta l and telephone se rvices. The onl y means of 

communication was radio communica ti on in th e poli ce sta ti on33 

The road from Mattama to Go ndar was not at all in good condit ion even in the dry seaso n. The 

Imperial Highway Authority prom ised its beller construction.'" But the road was not improved 

fo r unknown reasons. People were sti II bei ng transported by e ither truck or Land Rover. There 

was stil l no bus service at a ll. There were no postal and telephone se rvices. The only means of 

communicat ion was rad io communicat ion in the pol ice station. The road from Abdarali and 

Humara to Gondar was a lso impassable in the wet season35 

In 1975, Begemeder and Simien Province organi zed a Ru ra l Road Construction Stud y Group. 

According to this study group, the Gondar-Hum ara and Gonda r-Mii tt ii m3 roads were give n fir st 

prio ri ty and the Abdara fi-A shii re and the Humara-Abdii ra fi -Miittaill a roads were given second 

pri ority. 36 However, the roads we re not constructed and the plan was not implemented until 

33 Archive of North Gondar Administration office, Folder 24 30-343 2/275 a "Report on Mattam a Wa rada from 

Im peri al Ethiopian Govern men t, Ministry of Interio r Municipaliti es Department to Im perial Ethiopian Government, 

Ministry of Interior, Reference No. 5/003/13079, Fo lder 2432, Seri al No. 3, Magobil 21, 1964 E. C , p. 4. 
34Archive of North Gond ar Zone Ad min istratio n Office, A lelter from Imperial Highway Authority to Imperial 

Ethiopian Governm ent, Road Transport Admi nistration, Gojjam , Begem eder and Simien Regiona l Offi ce, Folder 

ao'i F .S (l;J' Reference No. 397/66 Nahase 18, 66 E.C, 

35 Provisional Mili tary Govern ment , M inistry of National Com munity Development, Seti t Hu mera Branch to 
Gondar Province Referen ce No. 17/3/67, Magabil 1, 1967 E.C, p. 1. 

36 Archive of North Go ndar Zo ne Adm inistratio n Office Fol der a u 486/22 1/44 fao'} 'l.(1: fl t. · 'r c',('>Jd' flll1m C 
onT / J!: a o'}JJ,C:"''' Begemeder and Simien Province, "Rural Road Construction Study Group Report", Hamlee29, 67 

E. C, p. 4 . 

37 Arch ive of North Gondar Zon e Ad ministra tion Offi ce, Fo lder '1"(.\ ;; 32 File No. 69/126/42 a letter from Gondar 

Province Ru ra l Road Construction Brach Offi ce to Chilga Awraja Adminstration , Re ference No. 134/62/73 Tikimt 7, 

73 E.C, p. 1 
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5.2.2 EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES, 

In 1972, in co llaborat ion w ith the Swedish Government the Ethiop ian Government opened a 

primary school in the waracia capital. Matlama Yohanni sJ"There were 150 ch ild ren learning in 

six classes. There was no school li brary at all . 39 

5.2.3 GOVERNMENT ADM INISTRATI VE AND SECUR ITY ISSliES 

During the Italian occupation period , mOSI of the town adm inistrators in Mattama Yohannis were 

Eritreans. They were more favoured than the Ethiop ians.',oThi s changed after the liberal ion.'" 

In 1972, there were different government offices in Manama Yohanni s. the Waracia capital. like 

Wariicia Ad ministrat ion Office, Police Stati on, Court, Jail, Treasury, Custom s Office and 

Agri cultural Office." 

111 MatUima Yohallnis man y crim es we re committed. Farmers and traders suffered fr0111 olJl'lrn:vs 

and robbery. There were assassi ns both from the Sudan and Ethiopi a. Shi/ias (bandi ts) k illed 

innocent people with guns or wi th small daggers. Those ki llers and those who refused to pay 

government taxes usually found sanctuary and hid themselves in Mahbara Si lass ie monastery by 

pretending they were devout Christi ans. Once they entered the monasterv il was a pl'Ohlcm lor 

policemen to hunt and capture them because po licemen could not enter the monastery without 

the permi ss ion of the monastery's monks, who refu sed to give thi s perm iss ion (See A ppendi x x ii , 

x iiia and x iiib). On the other hand , there were quarrels between indi viduals and among groups. 

38Begem ederna Simien Taq lay Gizat , "Ba Begemederna Simien Taq lay Gizat HulaUinaw .... ", p. 276. 
39 Archive of North Gondar Zo ne Administra lion Ofrice Folder 2430-3432/275 a Report on Mattama Woriida from 

Imperial Ethiopian Government, .. " pp. 2-3. 
40 Dessa legn, p. 19. 

41ln formants: Mdrgeta Frew, Haila M ari am, Inspector Bi honan, Sergeant Assafa and Mandafro. 

o12Ministry of Interior, Municipalities Department to Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Interior, 
Reference No. 5/003/13079, ... Mdgobit 21,1964 E. C. p. 2. 
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Some of the major causes for the quarre ls were over prostit utes and il legal business a lh, irs. The 

prostitutes were on the border of th e two town s, Mattama and Gallabat, which was a very 

sensitive area. Ethiop ian youngsters and Sudanese youngsters quarre led over the Ethiopian 

prostitutes in Mattama Yohanni s. The other ca uses for quarreling were the ft and drunkenness . 

In Manama Yohannis people were al so engaged in contraband. The contraba ndi sts took sk ins of 

leopards and crocodiles, li vestock, mercury, -)"i/o{ (tabl ets o l'wood or stone ) used ill [ tiliopia lo r a 

labol (ark of tabernacle) from Ethiopia to the Sudan for sa le (for other purposes) in Sudan or to 

Sudan as an outlet beyond Sud an. The dominant items that we re brought from the Sudan to 

Ethiopia along thi s illega l channel were pi stol s, rifles, hand grenades, di ffe rent clothes, shoes, 

soft drinks and liqu id soap, Great numbers of criminals were caught by policemen and were sent 

to priso n, There was also ill ega l emi gration o f peop le from the diffe rent parts of Ethiopia 

' II C E ' 43 especla y ITom I'Itrea, 

S.2.4 'VATER SU PPLY 

Before the Italian occupation , water suppl y in Mattama Weirddo was a malar problem, The 

Ita lians extracted water from the ground by di gg ing we ll s during the occupation period. After 

194 1 these wells contin ued to be the source of water suppl y to the town dwe llers. In the 1970s 

however, there was only one we ll le ft in use, The other ,.ve ll s we re inoperat ive becau se or lack of 

ma intenance and were filled with dirt. The we ll that was in use was located on the Ethio-Sudan 

bo rder near Gallabat. Its depth was 4 meters, As in Abda rafi, water retail ers hauled water by 

donkeys and sold it to the town dwe ll ers for cash. One GCiriil"tiynCi (a metal container that holds 

20 liters of water)o f ,·vater cost 0.10 Birr. However. the s ingle well al so became out of use, Then 

the town dwellers had to use water from Gallabat. During the dayt ime there was and th ere still is 

43 Informants: Inspector Bihonan, Mandafro, Tateq Amanu, Birtukan and Co lonel Wilrku. 
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free movement between Mattama Yohannis and Gallabat. Water se llers directly went to Ga ll abat 

and bought one barrel of water for 30 Birr and transported it to Mattama Yohannis by donkey 

cart for sale. The donkeys that drew the carts were Sinnar donkeys. The people of the area ca lled 

them Cara (the donkey plus the cart). The Caras are also important to transport freight in 

Humara, Mattama and Abdarafi towns. One Jerrycan (a cointainer for fuel or water. Many 

people in developing countries use it to haul and store their drinking water) of water cost 3 Birr 

as retail price.44The people still depend on water from Gallabat and it would be a serious 

problem if the Sudanese officials refused access. 

Photograph 25: A retailer selling water from the Caro for the town dwellers in Mattama Yohann is. 

Source: Photo Atakilt, taken on October 2, 20 13. 

5.2.5 HEALTH AND MEDICAL FACILITIES 

Mattiima is a lowland area with a hot, harsh, unhealthy climate. The first health centre in 

MattamaYohannis was opened in 1972 but it had no doctor and only poor medical faci li ties. 

Both farmers and seasonal labourers suffered from malaria, visceral leishmaniasis otherwise 

known as kala-azar, s leeping sickness, elephantiasis, anthrax, diarrhea mixed with blood 

44 lnformants: Inspector Bihonan, Assafa, Mandafro, Tateq, Birtukan and Colonel Warku. 
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indicat ing probably dysentery, skin disease, ear disease, throat disease, liver prob lems, 

rheu matism, fever and headaches's 

5.2.6 RELI G IO N 

It was est imated in 2004 that 83 percent or the populat ion in Mattiima were Ethiopian Orthodox 

Christians. The M uslims were 16 per cent and the remai ning one percent was other reli gions46 

Probab ly in the period of my dissertat ion the proport ions were about the same. Duri ng the 

occupation peri od, the Italians had been more sympathetic to the minority Muslims, the Gumuz 

and the Qimant than to the Christ ians. The Ita l ians, therefore, buill a mosq ue in Mattama 

Yohannis for the Musl ims·7 The Christians constructed a church in 1966. This oldest church was 

dedicated to Y ohanni s IV. It is, therefore, ca lled Matlama Yohanni s Church. A n earlier church 

had been burned by the Mahdi sts in their 1889 invasion and the 1966 chu rch was a replacement 

for this lost church. 48 In the t ime of my research I have also seen other churches that were 

constructed since 1966. T hese churches are Takla-Haymanot, Gabriel and Kidana M ihrat (the 

church in Maryam Wuha). In sp ite or the Italian attempt to sow divis ions between Chri stians 

and Muslims in the occupation period , both the Christians and the Musl ims l ived together 

amicably in the peri od of my dissertation according to my informants. They were and still are 

very fri end ly at least on the surface. Religious antagoni sm did not appea r and does not stil l 

mani fest itse l f, according to my inform ants, though this seems surprising in view of the past 

45Archive of North Gondar Zone Admi nistration Office, Folder 2430-3432/275 A Report On MatU.ima Wdrdda 
from Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Interior Municipalities Department to Imperial Ethiopian 
Government, Ministry of Interior ,"', p. 2; M ama Morka and Atnafu Malia, "Ya Mattama Yohannis Katama 
Masaratawi Plan Report", Bahir Dar (Nahas';, 2004 ), p. 23. 

46 Mama and Atnafu, p.l7. 
47 Dessalegn Bizuneh, p. 19. 
48 Informants:Mandafro, Mdrgeta Frew, Fantahun .lnd Hailamariam. 
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history of the area and the border incursions In my per iod from both sides . as desc ri bed In 

chapter 74 9 

Perhaps we can say that between Chri stians and Muslims there was both cooperation and 

potentia l conflict. One or the other of these att itudes mi ght come to the top at different times. 

The people of the Eth iopian borderland , li ving in a harsh area. needed each other and normall y 

there was to leration and even friendship between Chr istian s and rVluslim s, but a potential for 

confli ct was there, which mi ght surface. 

5.2. 7 HO US ING , M IL LS Ai\;O S HOPPI NG 

Most of the houses in MiiWima Yohannis during the Italian occupation period were grass 

thatched houses. In the 1960s there were 2000 grass thatched houses and 20 houses with 

corru gated iron roofs. According to my in forma nts, even today, peo ple prefer grass roo fed !ukuls 

(huts) rather than corrugated iron roofs due mainl y to climatic conditions because tha tched roo fs 

are cooler. Almost al l of the admin istrat ive offi ces were also sim ple thatched houses. Good 

examples are the wiirtida court and the Ivtirtida jail (See Photogra phs 26 and 27). In the 1970s 

there were 15 artiqi (an ise liquo l·/arrack) houses, 10 !tiii (mead- traditional a lcohol ic dr ink made 

of honey and the leaves of an aromat ic plant) houses, 500 !iil/a (local beer of the leaves of gesho, 

an aromatic plant, barley and co rn flour) houses, 8 nour mill s, seven small hote ls and 10 butcher 

shops for the Christians and 5 for the Muslim s50 All of the houses were con structed in a 

traditional ancl congested way. Constructi on in an improved way has not yet taken place. The 

491nformants: Margeta Frew, Hail amariam, Mandafro, and l3arihun Gabra Michael 
50Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder 2430-3432/275 "A Report On M atUj ma Wdrdda 

from Im perial Ethiopian Governm ent ", ... , pp. 3-4., Mamo Morka and Atnafu Malia, "Va Matta ma Yoha nnis Katama 
Masaratawi Plan Report", Baher Da r (Nohose, 2004 E.C), p. 23 . 
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congested form witho ut any plan exposed the town to fire hazard." Before the 1974 revolution, 

the rich cooperative farmers did not contribute to the deve lopment of the town. They constructed 

modern vi llas either in Asmara, Gondar, Mekelle or in Add is Ababa for themselves or as an 

investment. The town was completely destroyed in 1977 due to the military engagements 

between the Darg and the EDU 52 

The poor cond ition of the jail and court in Mattama Yohannis shows the lack of budget for 

administration purposes at the time. The Police complained that there was not even a budget to 

feed the prisoners53
, who were properly fed onl y by friends or relatives as elsewhere in Ethiopia. 

Photograph 26: Prisoners in Jail in Mattama Yohannis, the Wiil'dda capital, 1971 

Source: Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder 00'/'",/ 7"fI.11 hl1l.7[')·· 17/2/406/01, 

1971, no. page number. 

Note:This photo and the following are included to show backward conditions of even official 
buildings at the t ime. 

" Taye Belay, "Mattaman Endayahuat in Teyinta Gondar Municipal Herald No.6. March - April 1974 .... ", p. 4. 
52 Informants: Inspector Bihonan, Mandafro, Tateq, Birtukan and Colonel Warku. 

53 Informants: Inspector Bihonan, Assafa, Mandafro, Tatek Amanu, Birtukan and Colonel Warku Bogala. 
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Photograph 27: Matamma Warada Court. 1971 

-~. 

Source: Source: Archive of North Gondar Administration Office, Folder 00-1''''/ TfI.1l hill';":)" 

17/2/406/01, 1971, no, page number. 

The following chapter deals with production, taxation, marketing, processing systems and 

export, between the I 960s and the 1980s, 
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CI-I APTER SIX 

PRODUCTION, TAXATION, MARK ETING AND PROCESS ING SYSTEMS AND 

EXPORT, 1960s-1980s 

INTRODUCTIO,'1 

The unplanned agr icultural development o r the 1960s in Northwest Ethiopia along the Ethi o-

Sudan bord er in the Siitit-Humara, A bdarafi and M attama areas by independent fa rmers and 

fortune seekers was a great success for the Ethiopian economy because it generated va luable 

fo reign currency through export of crops until the di sturbances associated w ith the outbreak o f the 

Ethiopi an Revo lution in 1974, the Eritrean separati st movement, the EDU and the ErRP. 

The major crops that were produced in A bdarafi , Satit -Humara and M allama were sorghum, 

sesame and cotton. A griculture was rain - fed. In thi s chapter, product ion, taxat ion, marketing and 

process ing systems, marketing characteri st ics and ex port w i l l be discussed based on the ava i lable 

sources. 

6.1 PRODUCTION 

6. l.t A llD;\RAFI 

6.l.t.l ARMAUIII-IO-GODABE-ABDARAFI FA RM ERS M ULTI -PURPOSE COO PERATIVE SOCIETY 

According to to the 1974 audit report of the cooperati ve, the farm ers lVere abl e to generate an 

income o f Birr 75, 698.66 in three years (197 1- 1974). 1 

lArch ive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder m/ 125, Godabe-Abda rafi Farmers Mul ti -Purpose 
Cooperative Society Audit Report, Hom/e, 30, 66 E.C, p. L 
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The Farmers' Cooperative Society harvested 7, 000 quintal s of sesal11 e in 19752 It was also 

reported that Abdarafi , Mattal11a, Humara, Quara and other areas in Gondar Province harvested 

70, 000 qu intals of cotton in the sa l11e year3 or thi s cotton , the Godabe-Abdiirafi Farl11ers' M ulti -

Purpose Cooperative Society harvested 3,000 quintal s:' Though the cooperat i ve farl11ers 

continued to farl11 until 1977, we have no other information on production, During the period 

1974-77 what we know is that there was political confusion and a problem of road 

cOl11l11unicat ions whether to GondaI', Humiira or Asmara , A ll th ese things resulted in l11arketin g 

probl el11 s, 

6,1,1,2 T HE POLI CE FARM 

The Po lice Farl11 cu lti vated the th ree l11aJor crops (sorghum, sesal11e, co tton) frol11 its 

establi shl11ent The fann generated an income of Birr 398 ,.552, 73 in the three years period 1967-

1970, This increase covered the cost of two tracto rs, one Land Rover plus spare parts and other 

necessary expenses, It also refunded the money that the shareholders had contributed, They did 

not retain their shares for d iv idends, In 1967-70 the Farl11 l11ade a net prol~t of !JilT 35 ,105,105 

The Farl11 expected to get a good add itional incol11e frol11 the use of the truck and its trai ler wh ich 

had been given as a gi ft frol11 the el11peror as descri bed above in chapter 3. However. the truck did 

not generate good incol11e as was expected, One l11ajor rea son was that it could not travel as far as 

2Archive of North Gondar Zone Admini stration Office, Folder m'-""" 126 a letter frornArmachiho-Godabe­
Abd ara fi Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society to Go ndar Administration, Reference No. 204/3/67, Tir 30,67 

E.C, p. 1. 

~ Archive of North Gond ar Zone Administration Office, Folder (ri 91 Ai.lln · (j";)/ a letler from Gondar Cotton 

Ginning Factory Board of Directors to the Provisional Military Governmen t, Ministry of Nation al Resources, no 

reference No, Miazia 7, 67 E ,C, p, 1. 

11 Archive of North Gond ar Zone Administration Office, Folder fI 'j 91 t\0'/';' rrH, a Minute of J meeting that was 

conducted in Gondar Adminstrative Office under the Chairmanship of the Deputy Admini strator on th e problem of 

marketing of the harves t of the major crops of HumarJ, Abdarafi , and Maltama, no reference No., Ginbo t 14, 1967 

E.C, p. 3, 
5 Begemeder and Simien Pol is, "Ya Bege mederna Simi en Poli s Abalotch .. ", pp. 12-13 . 
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Asmara, fea ring the Eritrean sepa rati sts. A Iso the road was so rough tha t the manage r of th e 

Po li ce Farm did not wa nt to risk damage to the truck. The truck was rented ou t to indi vidual s 

loca ll y but thi s d id not bring as mu ch advantage as if the truck had go ne to As mara. It see ms c lear 

a lso that the dec is ion of the executi ve co mm ittee to re fun d th e shareho ld ers ' money was wrong 

because th e Fa rm then faced financia l diffi culti es from shortage o f cash6 Though the Po li ce Farm 

hoped to show so me progress from 1970- 1974, we are not able to di scuss progress because of 

lack of so urces. At the same ti me, the production years From 1971 - 1974 we re not health y beca use 

it was du ring th is period of t ime that the ge neral mana ge rs of th e farm we re kill ed by rebel s. 

These po l it ical problems have been mentioned in chapte r 3 and w i II be d iscussed in more deta il 

a lso in chapter 7. A fter 1974 th ings beca me even wo rse fo r the Po li ce Farm du e to th e outb reak o f 

the Eth iop ian Revo lutio n and th e di sturbances whi ch followed. 

6. 1.1.3 TH E ETH tOrl AN ORTHODOX C HURCH (EOC) DEVELOPM ENT COMM ISS ION IN Zi\ MANAT 

T he Ethiopian Orthodox Church Deve lopmenl Co mmi ss ion. w hich had started its agricultural 

operation at Ziimanat in 1973, on the eve of the Ethio pian Revolu tion. harvested 400 qu in tals of 

cotton and 500 quinta ls of sesame. It so ld these products and ea rn ed Birr 300,000. But th e fa rm ers 

were not ab le to co ll ect their sorghu m harvest due to th e po li tica l d isturbances that occurred 

dur in g a nd after the 1974 Ethi opia n Revolu ti on 7 

6.1.2 MkrrAMA AND MAHBARA SELASS t E FARMERS MULTI- PURPOSE COO PERATIVE SOCI ETY 

Mattiima-Mahbarii Se lass ie Farmers' Multi- Purpose Coo pe rat ive Society. wh ich started its 

agricultural operations in 197 1, was sa id to ha ve cont ri buted a lot to the deve lo pment of the 

6lnformants: Sergea nt Manl, Basha Adugi'iCl and Colonel Tigabu . 
71nforl11ants: Liqa Seyul11 an Gabra Masqal "!lei TibClbu .. 
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national economy of the country in produci ng three maj or crops (sorghum. sesame. cotton) in 

1972, 1973 and 1974. However we lack adequate sources to show detai Is of its contribution or 

members' pro fits. According to one source. the cooperati ve harves ted 20.000 quintals of cotton in 

19758 The followin g years were a lime or po liti cal conrusion and d isttll ·banees. The rea l batt le 

between the EDU and the Ddrg started in 1976 and most or the cooperat ive members were acti ve 

supporters of the EDU. T he farmi ng operati ons and the market ing o f crops eeased 9 

6.2 ytELDS AND PROB LEMS OF CU LTIVATION 

In I-Iumara, Mattatna and A bdarafi all the cooperati ve farms' tractor-owning "armers consistent ly 

reported hi gher y ields than tractor-renting and oxen-usin g farmers in the ' 960s and earl y ' 970s. 

For example, in the case of sesame, timeliness in planting was of the utmost importan ce and 

tractor owners cou ld prepare th e lanel in l ime. The di f ferences in y ields ill sorghum were less 

marked than for cotton or sesame because sorghum was relati ve ly drought res istant and t imel iness 

in planting it was less critical. Regardin g co tton. tractor-renti ng and oxen-farming yields were 

below those of tracto r-owning farm ers. Thi s was becau se tractor-renters lVere late in planting it 

and oxen farmers also cleared the fi elds poorl y and most or them depended on perennial cotl on 

plants instead of new plantings each year. to 

BArchive of North Gondar Administrative Ofri ce, Folder n '~ 9 1 (;\ 0'(/ , WHf a M inu te of a meeting that was 

conducted in Gondar Admi nstrative Office under the Cha irmanship of the Deputy Administra tor on the problem of 

marketing of the harvest of the major crops of H u m~i ra, Abda rafi , and Maltama, no reference No., Ginbot 14, 1967 
E. C, p. 3. 

9lnforma nts: Sisay, Ki nde, Sergeant Assa fa, and Ha ila Mariam. 

l"TAMS, "The Humera Repo rt and Resource ... ", p. 106. 
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The major problems that contributed to low yields were the spread 01' sfriga. which serious ly 

a ffected so rghu m y ie lds, and insect pests in the case of cotton, T hese prob lems we re made wo rse 

by the absence of orderly systemat ized crop rotation. A few of the larger partially-mechanized 

farm ers had sta rted insect icide sp ray ing on their cotton cro ps. Above al l. the emperor was 

concern ed abo ut thi s problem . He ordered the Mi nist ry of Agricultu re to des troy th e crop pests in 

the Sat it-Humara areas by all possib le means by us ing a special gove rnment budget that he 

a llotted fo r thi s purpose. Based on th is imperia l o rd er, in Octobe r 1967, the Min istry of 

Agricu lture bought 20,000 kilograms o f in sec ti cides from Asmara and Add is Ababa and sprayed 

from th e a ir us ing fou r Pipe r spraying a ircra ft." However, as far as I can d iscover thi s ne ithe r was 

a once only effort, no r is there ev idence I have fo und which shows that many individual fa rmers 

used insect ic ide except that the cotton seeds they bought we re insecticide treated. 

Anoth er problem of cro p production was that man y of the oxen farmers di d not come to the study 

areas o n time before the rains started; they d id not come until they had linished their fa rmin g 

work in the hi gh lands. Before the ra ins started , onl y abou t half o r the farmers came to thei r 

holdin gs to c lea r additiona l areas and to c lean the previous year's res idue and grasses. Both oxen 

owning and oxen-renting fa rmers also did less ploughin g or till age t 11<11 , Irae lor t>,rmers du e 

main ly to the long di stances from th e ir homes to their farms and because plo ugh ing w ith oxen 

was much s lower than us ing a tractor. A major constraint that led to lower y ields was lack o f 

work ing capita l. Oxen-farmers produced mainl y sorghum fo r domestic use wilh in Elh iop ia not 

crops for export. Lateness in ploughin g and seed ing caused the oxen farmers to be agai n late in 

the first sesa me weedi ng. Due to late weeding and dependencey on 111111il) labour usually only one 

weed ing operati on was carried out on each crop grown. Thi s part ially acco llnled for the relatively 

II Addis Ziillltin. Tiki/1/( 1, 1960 E. C, pp. 1 and 5. 
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low average y ie ld 12 When we look at Ih e average est il1lated al1lou nt of seed required fo r the 

crops, the seed rates for sesame, sorghul1l and colton were 4.0 . 5.6 and 13.5 ki logral1l s per hecta re 

. I 13 respecti ve y. The estimated average yie lds of the 1970s, by the type offarmers (type of power) 

are shown in the following Table. 

Table 17: Estimated Average Crop Y ields (Quintal s per Hectare) 

Zone Type of Farmer Sesame Sorghum Cotlon 

A Tractor-owning 3.0 7.0 3.0 

T ractor-Renting 2.5 6.0 2.0 - ----_ . .. -

Oxen 2.2 6.5 2.0 --

B Tractor-owning 3.0 7.0 3.0 

Tractor-owning 2.5 6.0 2.0 

Oxen 2.:! 6.5 :!.O .. 

C Tractor-owning 3.1 6.0 6.5 --- --

T ractor-owning 1.5 3.0 3.0 

Oxen 2,2 4.2 1.8 -.. A= Salll -Humara B= Walqalt and Saga de c= Abdarafi and Mattam3 
Source: TAMS, "The HUlller<l Report: Resource. ", [1 . 106. 

There are wide varialions in yields in Ihe area bOlh by ecological zone 
and by Iype of power. Since rainfall increases fj-om norlh 10 soulh. 
Yields are higher in zones 8 and C Ihun in zone A. ]i 'aclor-owning 
farmers consislently reporl higher yields in all ~ones Ihan do Iraelor­
renting and oxen fanners. This is 10 be expecled parlicularly inlhe case 
of sesame where limeliness in planling is of 1IImosi imparlance. The 
differences in sorghum are less marked, [and oxen farmers even had 
higher yields] as Ihis plal1l is relalively droughl-resislanl, and 
limeliness in planling is less crilical. For callan. Iraclor-renling and 
oxen farmer y ields fall cansiderahly heloll' Ihuse of lraclor 0l1'llCl'S. 

This is due primarily 10 lale planling by Iraclor renler.l· aneljii/' oxen 

12 Ataki lt , p. 103. 
13 TA fvIS, "T he H Ul1lara Report: Resource ... ", p. 108. 
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./Clrmers, poorly cleared/ields and a large percentage 11'170 depend on 
perennial coolon trees [ sic/or callan seals). 1·1 

The products that were harvested by a ll fa rm ers in Sat it-Humara and the surroundin g areas of 

Sati t-Humara were tra nsported e ither to Humara, Gond ar (cotton), As mara o r Add is Ababa for 

sale. Acco rdin g to ava il able est imated data, th e produ ct ion of the three princ ipa l crops for the 

yea rs 1968- 1974 is shown in the fo ll owing Tab le . 

Table 18- T otal product ion Estimates in Quintal s 1968/69 1974175 -

Roll. N ere )$ 

Year Sorghum Sesame 

I 1968/69 240,000 135 ,000 

2 1969170 119,251 192,839 

3 1970171 137, 826 233,47~ 

4 197 1/72 3 11 ,77 1 340,000 

5 1972173 ilIa 410.000 

6 1973174 n/a 550,000 

7 1974175 30,000 250,000 

SOllrces: I . Addis zalllan, Gil/bol 19, 62 E.C, 1' .1 "nd 6 
2. Addis Zalllan, Tahsas 22, 64 E.C, p. 2 

14 Ibid. , p. 106. 

---

COli on 

75 ,000 

283,87 1 

264,899 

75.684 

ilIa 

ilIa 

10,000 

162 

--

--

Remarks ---

--

-- -

Farmers ploughed more land for 
sesame beca use of its price increase 
(Birr 65.30/qu.)_ 

Farmers plughcd Illore lalld for sesaille 
because of its price increase (Birr 
76 .30/qu. ). 17% increases from 
197 1172. 

F(lrmcrs produced more seS(ltll c. 

probably due to price incrc<l sc. 

The producti on of sorghum and cotton 
decreased because of the incidence of 
crop pests <me! the f<lll of market price 
for these crops and then instability. 



( 

3. Ibid. , p. 2 
4. Ibid. , p.2 (for sorghum and cotton), Addis Zaman, Nahase 16.64 E.C. p.l (for sesame) 
5. Addis Zalllal7, Nahase 16, 64 E. C, 1'.1 
6. Addis Z~iman, , Stine 15,66 E.C, p. 1 
7. Addis Zamal1, Tikiml 27, 66, p.l 

Ole I: The big variations in crop yields from year to year can also most probably be e.'\plaincd by variations in 
rainfall and the incidence of crop pests and shonage of labour due to transportation problem beca use the road fi'om 
Asmara to HUl11 ara was blocked due to the presence of the Eritrean fi'eedom fi ghters ill the area especially from 
1974175 onwards. 

Note 2: ilIa means not avai labl e. 

6.3 TAXATION 

As noted above in chapter 4 the onl y form of taxation of farmin g in the study areas was 

production tax. Thi s tax was not al so uniform . The farm ers of Om Il ajar paid Bin 2 per fedan 

(fedan is an area of approx il11a1"ely 4.000 square meters) . per yea r. In Satit-I-Iumara, Tae 

A rmach iho, Oagade, and Walqait lIItirtidas production tax was paid annuall y accordi ng to an 

estimate of assumed production. It was made by governm en t rep resenlali ves. qiihiile .I'I1IIII1s and 

the farmers. The estimate was made every five years and the taxes could increase or decrease. IS 

The average prod ucti on lax by power type is seen in the follmvi ng Table. 

Table 19: Average Prodllclion Tax by power type 
-

Type of Power Sample size A ver(lge Tax II-I a. (Birr) 

Tractor 45 1.10 --
Tractor~ re llting 54 0.76 --- -
Oxen (owner and renter) 90 0.67 
Al l types - 0.80 

" 
., 

Source: TAMS, l-Iulllera Agri cultural Development ProJect: Draft .. p.15 . 

The taxation imposed in the borderland study areas cannot be described as heavy. Light, 

negotiable taxat ion, must have been a factor encourag ing se lilemeni for farming in the areas of 

my dissertation. On the other hand, since the farmer did not pay land tax they cOlild not claim the 

land as their own private land. The land rema ined government land. It seems to me the land 

allocated to farmers in my borderland study areas was li ke land given on lease, terminable (since 

there were no formal statements of time) by the government at w ill. However, the government 

" TAMS, "Humcra Agri cultural Deve lopment Project : Draft .. ", p. 14 
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wanted to get the land settled and into production, so th e farmers we re not disturbed by the 

governm ent in thei r occupati on of the land. 

6.4 MARKETING AN D PROCESS ING SYSTEMS 

The marketing and process ing systems were des igned to accommodate the movement of sesame, 

sorghum and cotton. These basic crops tlowed from th e farmers to consumers, expo rters or 

processors. Humara and Om Hajtir we re th e main market ing centers but crops transported to Om 

Hajar had to be sent on to Humara. ' 6 Accord in g to Green, 

HUl71era, with a population of 20.000 in 1967. is the locet! market 
and trading center as well as the center for administration, 
security and law enjorcement. The t01I'l7 is the coliection and 
storage point jor agricultural produce to be tral1.sported to 
Asmera, the principal market. some 430 kilometers east. Since 
there is 110 local marketing OIganizolion, mosl fanners are 
obliged to sell their crops to local merchants to whom they arc 
heavily indebted by harvest time. Larger and I/'Iore progressive 
fanners sell in Asmera. 17 

T he records of Humara and Om Haj ar do not in dicate the volume of crops rece ived from 

ind iv idu als, coope rat ives or farm s but only totals marketed. Al l the sesame and probably 75 to 85 

percent of the so rghum marketed out of the area ca me to Humara ti rst. But th e percentage of 

cotton production that was marketed throu gh Humara was not as high as sesame and so rghum.The 

largest domestic market customer ou tl et fo r COilon was th e GondaI' Cotton Ginning and 

Process ing Factory. The factory boughl 30 to 40 pe r cent of the cotton production of Satit-

i-Iumara a nd its surroundin g areas. The actual vo lume of crops that moved out o f Humara and Om 

Hajar markets is not c learl y known. T he best indicator of ma rketing was obtai ned fro m the 

16TAMS, "The i-iul11ara Report: Resource. ,," p. 135. 
17Green, p. 3 13. 
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wanted to get the land settled and in to production, so the rarmers we re not disturbed by the 

government in the ir occupation of the land. 

6.4 MARKETING AND PROC ESSIi'iG SYSTEM S 

The marketing and process ing systems were des igned to accommodate the movement of sesame, 

sorghu m and cotton. These basic crops fl owed fro m the farmers to consumers, exporters or 

processors. Humara and Om Haja r we re the main market ing centers but crops transported to Om 

Hajar had to be sent on to Huma ra. '6 According to Green , 

HW17era, with a population ~/20.000 in 1967. is the local market 
and trading center as ,,,ell as the center for administration. 
security Clnd law enjarcement . The /O ll'l1 ;s {he collection and 
storage point jor agricl.I""wl produce to be transported to 
Asmera, the principal market. some .f30 kilollleters east. Since 
there is 170 local marketing organization, masl /i.11'IJIers are 
obliged to sell their crops to local merchants to whom they are 
heavily indebted by harvest time. Larger and mare progressive 
farmers sell in Asmem. 17 

The reco rds of Humara and Om Haja r do not indica te the vol ume 01' crops received fro m 

individuals, cooperatives or farm s but onl y totals marketed. All the sesa me and proba bly 75 to 85 

percent of the sorgh um marketed out of the area came to Humara l"irs!. But th e percentage of 

cotton production that was marketed through Humara was not as hi gh as sesa 111 e and sorghu 111.The 

largest domesti c market customer out let for cotton was the GondaI' Catio n Gin ning and 

Process ing Factory. The factory bought 30 to 40 per cent or the COl1on production of Satit-

HU111ara and its surrou ndi ng areas. The actual vo lu111e o f crops that moved out of HU1111ira and 0111 

Hajar markets is not clearly known. The best ind ica tor of marketing was ob tai ned from the 

!6TAMS, "The I-I um ara Report: Resource .. .. p. 135. 
17Green, p. 313. 
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records at Humara and Om Hajar. The truck shipments were carefully recorded. The 

cooperative/farmer transported itsl his own crop from the farm to Humara. Transporta\ion cost 

was high. Tractors and pack animals were used to transport the harvest to Humara. The crops 

were either sold directly in Humara or loaded for shipment to Asmara on the farmers ' or 

cooperatives ' own account. The crops could be so ld to merchants, cooperatives, or to the Grain 

Corporation (GC), a price stabilization institution. IS 

Upon arrival in Asmara, sesame was sold to the exporters and cotton to the cotton ginning 

companies through local brokers. 19 Sorghum, the principal locally consumed grain, was sold to 

Asmara merchants. The Asmara merchants distributed it to Eritrea, Tigray and parts of Wollo. 

Photograph 28: Humera Market. November 1967. 

Source: TAMS, "The Humera Report: Resource ... ". p.15l 

In 1969, there was a sorghum deficit of about 35,000 tons in Eritrea and some 28,000 tons in 

Tigray. Thus the Humiira area surplus became more important.2o Some Humiira merchants and 

18 TAMS, "The Humara Report: Resource ... " p. 135. 
19lbid., pp. 135-136. 
'ONegat Mangasha, "Commercial Agriculture in Ethiopia"; (A Term Paper Faculty of Law, HSlU, 1970), p. 77. 
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farmers who did not need immed iate cash sent sorghu m crops to Asmara and held them there for 

later sa le. By holding crop sa les unti l well after harvest a higher price could be obta ined. That 

means wa iting some time wo uld give a better pr ice. There were three cotton gins in Asmara that 

always purchased cotton that came from Humara and surrounding areas. Sesame was cleaned, re-

bagged and fina ll y shi pped by ra il to Massawa for export. ~ 1 

Table 20: SUlllmary o f Quant ities and Values (Asmara Prices) o f ShipllIl;! llls Registered at the 
, , -Humera and Om Haje .. Customs Office ( 1966167 10 197 1 n J) _ 

Sesame Sorghum COllon 

Crop Quantity Average Value (in Quantity A verage Value ( In Quantity Average Value (in 

Year ('000 price/'lu milliol1s) ('000 price/'lu (million s) ('000 Price/'lu mill ions) 

quintal s) (Birr) Of Birr quintal s) (Birr) Of Birr quintal s) (Birr) Of Birr 

1966167 134.0 50 6,700.0 65 .4 24 1. 569.6 87.9 n/a n/a 

1967168 207.0 46 9,540.4 283. 1 13 3,680.3 104.4 n/a n/a 

1968169 220.5 45 9,922.5 138.0 14 1,932.0 146.0 57 8,322.0 

1969/70 267.5 59 15,782. 5 15 1.5 17 2,575 .5 135. 1 57 7,700.7 

1970171 225 .0 63 14.175.0 350.5 15 5,257.5 38.6 57 2,200.2 

197 1/72 378 .9 61 23 , 11 2.9 4 16.6 13 5.'l1 5. 8 -I I . 1 61 2,507.1 
- -

Source: A dapted frol11 T AMS, " J-Iumera Agn cultural Development PrQ/ccL Draft . ", pp. 8- 19. 

Note: I ) Prices cfeatton for the years 1966/6 7 and 1967/68 are not a va i l a bl e . ~) The va lue li gures shown in the 

Table have been estimated by lIsing average prices for the crops sold in Asmara. 

The cooperati ves, the merchants, the exporters and processors were both money lenders to 

ind ividual farmers and players ofa sign ificant ro le in the marketing syste ll1 . The AS ll1ara brokers 

negot iated the sa le of crops in ASll1 ara. Th ey were the ll1arket intel l igence men. They perforll1ed 

the ill1portant function of bring ing the fa rmers, merchants, exporters and processors together in 

the market place. Another ill1portan t parti cipant in the system was the Grain Board (G B), a 

governll1ent regulatory agency that was responsible for the qua li ty of Ethiopian gra in exports22 

Another governll1ent institution, the Grain Corporation (GC). had the primary objecti ve of 

21 TAMS, "J-Iumara Agricultural Development Proj ect, Draft ... ". PI'. 19-20. 
::!2TA fVIS, ;'The l-\uJ11era Report: Resource . . . ·', p. 13 7. 
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stab ilizing market prices. Its funct ion was to buy and se ll in th e market pl ace so as to have a 

stabi liz in g effect on the market price. It was a lso authori zed by th e go vernmen t to ex port, im port 

and store commod iti es when necessary23 

G.4. I IVIARKETINC CHARACTE Rt STlCS AN D EX POIH 

6.4. 1.1 SESAME 

Unti l it got to Asmara the marketin g of sesame followed the sam e channe ls as sorgh um and 

cotton. After the arrangement of sale by the broker in Asmara , sesame moved to the exporter ' s 

wareho use. In the warehouse it was inspected fo r cleanliness and class ifi ed by type as " whi te" or 

"mixed" (red and white) before the sa le was final ized. C leanin g at rh e farm in vo lved the remova l 

o f impurities that Llsually reached about th ree percent o f th e volume. lea ving the exportable 

prod uct 97 to 98 percent clean seed . The expo rter then re-bagged and assembled shi pments 

accord ing to hi s expo rt contracts. The ra ilway transported the maj ority o f the expo rtabl e items 

from Asmara to Massawa. Fu migatio n for pests and surve il la nce of th e shipment were the 

responsibi liti es of the ex porter if it was requi red by th e sal e contract. The importe r took out 

insurance on the shipment when sesame was shipped from Massawa. An expo rter pa id from 7 to 9 

dollars per qu in tal in the co urse of hi s ex port transact ion dependi ng on optiona l costs as 

·1 1 f·· ' 4 survel allee, lIl11 lgatlOll , etc.-

The princ ipal crop, sesame, prov ided a solid econom ic foundation fo r the develo pment of the 

Satit-Humara a reas. Accordin g to the Humara Agri cultural Deve lopment Project Report, world 

23 Ibid. , p. 139. 
24 TAMS,"Hum era Agricultural Developm ent Project, Draft ... ", pp. 24 -25 . (Note: in the imperial period official 

sources often said "doll ars" rather than birr but meaning the Ethi opi an currency . They also used th e S sign.) 
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product ion and exports of sesame declined in th e pre-World War II periud . The source does not 

indicate what is meant by the pre-World War II period but [ suspec t that th e decli ne was in the 

1930s dep ression yea rs and pe rh aps earl ier. As is well kn own. pri ces or agricultu ra l com modit ies 

on the world market were declining fro m about the end of [925 to [929 and then collapsed in the 

earl y [930s, though some collapsed more than others (e.g wheat, coffee, suga r, corn)25 In the 

yea rs immediately after World War [[ , total sesame wo rld export s were less than [00.000 tons. 

For the yea rs [959-6 [ , average world ex ports 0 I' sesame were [40.679 tons. Then world export of 

sesame rose by about 5 per cent per yea r. Thus for the yea rs [968-70 exports reached 20 I ,974 

tons. During that period world production was al so increasi ng althe ra te 0['2.4 per cent per yea r. 

As a resul t of thi s, at the turn of the decade world production was abo ut 2 milli on tons. The pri ce 

of sesame had also been ri s ing during thi s pe riod. Production and expo rt s ex panded. Th is was 

much to the benefit of Ethiopian foreign exchange earn in gs26 

Accord ing to Dessa legn Rahmato, 

At the end of the 1950s, Ethiopia was the ./ourth lellsest exporter of 
sesame in the world With a total export of 10.000 mell'ic tons. she 
stood behind-the league leader-Nigeria, and Tanzania. A decade later, 
she had overtaken all but the Sudan, and lav second in the league /Oble 
thanks mainly to Selit /-full/ era. Ethiopia exported in 1970. .fa. 000 
me/ric tons, which enabled her to capture 20% o/lhe ",arid market in 
this crop; two years later, exports increased to 52,000 melric Ions. and 
the c01l11tl)' 's share of the world market to 25%. lvlan)' planners and 
experts forecasted then that the counliy ",ollid sllccess/ill/, ' comer 
one-third of the IFor1e1 market in sesame by the hilter h"l(u/the 1970s. 
and the major ./orce in this expansion was expected to be Setit J-Jlllnera 
",hich already supplied 75% of the total expor!."7 

2S Ch arl es P. Kindl eberger, The World in Depression 1929-1939, (Harmondsworth : Perguin, 1987), pp. 70-94 "The 

Agricultu ra l Depression". 
26 TAM S, "The Hum ara Report: Re so urce .. ,", p. 141. 

27 Dessalegn Rahm ato, "Moral Crusaders ... ", p. 81 
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Eth iopia's growing production and ex port of sesame played an import81ll role in the world market. 

In the 1970s, the i-l umara (i ncluding its surrounding areas) sesame production accounted fo r 60 to 

70 per cent of Ethiop ian exports of sesame. Thi s brought Ethiopia to second place among the world 

sesame exporters. From 1959-6 1 average Ethiopian sesame expol'l s were val ued at US $ 1. 5 million 

while exports from the Sudan earned US $ I I million. In 1968-70 average Eth iopian sesame export 

was US $ 6.9 mi llion compared to Sudanese sesame exports of US $ 20 mi ll ion. In 1972, Ethiopian 

sesame export was 54 thousand tons. Th is was valued a l US $ 16. 1 mil li on. 2R Clapham also 

commented on sesame and coffee export. Accord ing to him , sesame could be compared with coffee. 

Coffee cons istent ly accounted fo r over 50 percent of Ethiopia' s expol'l s. Ethiopia, therefore, largely 

depended on a single export crop29 Sesame is an oil seed. In Ethiopia sesame \Vas grown in the 

i-lumara area and surro undi ng lowlands. The i-lumara area was one of the boom areas of 

com mercial agriculture in the pre- 1974 Ethiop ian Revolution period . Expo rt or sesame in 1967 was 

19, 800 tons. Export of sesame in 1974 was 84, 600 tons. The net ex port ea rning for Ethiopian 

sesame in the latter year was some 38 mil lion US do ll ars. This made Eth iop ia the second largest 

sesame exporter in the wor ld though considerabl y below the production and export of Sudan 30 The 

J-i umara area sesame production played the greatest role for the dramatic growth of Eth iopian 

export in the wor ld market. Th is is illustrated in the foll owi ng Table. 

28 TAMS, "Hum era Agricultural Development Project, Draft. .. ,"p. 26. 
29 Ibid. , p. 184. 
3D ,bid., pp. 184-185 . Though sesame export was enormous, Clapham's da ta of 1974 seem perhaps exaggerated . 
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Table 2 1: Ethiopi an Sesame EXp0l1S and l-iulllara A rea's Cont ribut ion. 1967-191'2 

Year Value1 (milli ons of Quallt ity(, OOO 1-lu11l ara Area I-iumara as % of 

Birr) tOil S) Shipments('OOO IOns) Total 

1967/68 11.4 19.8 13.4 68 

1968/69 14.0 27.0 20.7 77 

1969/70 15.6 30.7 22 .0 72 

1970171 23.3 40.0 26.8 67 

197 1172 24.1 36. 1 22 .5 62 --
1972/73 37.0' 54.0 37.9 70 -

Six years 125.4 207.6 143.3 69% 
lotal 

1) Value figures are free on board (FO B) Ethiopia; 2) Value data forl972 was not available. The figure reported was 
estimated by using an average pri ce ofUS$ per ton FOB, Ethiopia (Birr 678) 

Source: Adapted fi'om TAMS, "T he Htllnera Report: Resource ... " , p.1 '" l ~ 

The major Ethi op ian sesame seed importers were Japan, Ita ly and the USA . Sesame was used in 

three princ ipa l fo rms: who le, cru shed and whole ground . Countries like the United States, Poland 

and Portugal used sesame in its w ho le fo rm in bakery goods. co nfec ti onaries and other snack food s. 

In co untries like Ital y, Greece and Belgium, the sesame seed was a special ized so urce of oil. Japan 

and Ru ss ia al so used th e sesame seed in its whole form as a source of oil. One use that accounted 

for a large part of world sesame consumption was ,ahina. The ,ahina use ~rS I ori g inated in the 

Middle East and th en spread world wide. Tahina, a Middle East savoury spread , was prepared by 

cru shing and grinding the who le sesame seed . The oleaginous paste ",as prepared by crushing and 

grind ing the who le sesame seed. The o leag inous paste th at was produced was the bas is for many 
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other types of sesa me- fla vo red foods such as halva , a Middle East s\Veet composed of sesame seed 

mi xed with honey. It was also consumed directl y with breads and salad J 
I 

There was a mi sconcept ion about the use of the Eth iopian sesame. Some said that the Eth iopian 

sesame was used onl y in bakery and confectionary products. But th is was not so . Japan , the most 

important im porter of Ethiopian sesam e, used its sesame imports lor oil production . Ita ly and 

Greece also used Ethiopian sesame fo r oil. Lebanon, Jordan, Israe l and others used it in the 

production of tahina. It was true that the Ethiopian wh iti sh sesame was used in its whole form , but 

it woul d be a mi stake to assume that the Ethi opian export market was limited to thi s use32 

Abo ut 500 tons of sesame was processed into oil fo r domestic use ann ually by two small sesame 

mill s, one in Hum ~ira and the other in Om H aj~i r. The remai ning sesame product was shipped to 

ASlll ara for ex port abroad. 33 

6.4. 1.2 SORG H UIVI 

Sorghum was a sta ple gra in in parts of the north in Ethiopia 's agrari an economy.The sorghum 

market was ex tremely fragmented and its flow is very di fficult to trace. Orthe th ree pr inc ipal crops 

that grew in the I-iumara areas, the amount of production of so rghum is di ffi cult to est imate. There 

were numerous sorghum producers both large and sma ll. 

One approximation which can be allempled is an eSlimate 0./ 
lola! consumption. Based on populalion and per capila 
consumplion f igures, il is safe 10 say Ihal aboul 20.000 Ions or 
sorghum must have beel? consumed a/1lnlCl/~\' in recen/ I'ears. The 

31 TAMS, "The Humera Report: Resource .. . ," p. 143. 
32 /bid" p. 145. 
"Alakitl, p. 113. 
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estimate is,oj course, subject 10 a significant margin a/error due 
to the great ebb andfloll' ojtransient labor eachyear3

./ 

The Humara market was important in meetin g the demand of local consumplion. In the so rghum 

market, the merchants were the most important market ing agen ts. There we re three principal 

varieti es of sorghum in the market. These were Sa/i"a (preferred yield), Debra and Wad AkaI'. 

Each had its own pri ce based on taste preference.J5 For exam ple in March, 1972 pri ces fo r each 

variety were as follows. 

Table 22: Prices for the three vari eties of sorghum in Birr per quintal (rVlarch 1972) 

Price PCI' 100 kg. (Birr) 

Ro. Sorghlllll Varieti es HU1l1ara Asmara 

No 
-

I Sarra (Preferred type) 10- 1 I 16- 17 
--- ----

2 Debra 9-10 14- 15 
---

3 Wad Akar (h ighest y ield) 7-8 12-1 3 

Source: TAM S, " Hulllera Agricu ltura l Development Project, Draft ... ," p. 31. 

Taste preferences and transportation costs effec ti ve ly limiled the markel area 10 the Ihen northern 

provinces of Ethiopia namely Eritrea, Begemidir and Si mien and Tigray36 

There were pnce fluctuations in so rghum. For exampl e, in 1968, the annual average price for 

so rghum in Asmara fe ll to Birr 12.79 per qui ntal. In 1970, j usl 1'1'0 seasons laler, Ihe average 

price rose to Birr 26.34 per quinta l. Thi s was the highest pr ice s ince 1960. On Ihe olher hand , the 

average price for 1960 to 1971 was about Birr 17 for a ll va ri elies. Prices were also sli ght ly below 

thi s long run average in 1972. The problems that affected the market fo r sorghum and the 

34 TAMS, "The l-iul1l era Report : Resource ... ," P. 145. 
35 TAMS, " l-Iul11era Agricultural Development Proj ect, Draft . . ," p. 145 . 
36 TAMS, "The I-i umera Report: Resource ... " , p. 145. 
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farmer' s potential return were the seasonal price fluctuat ions. Prices we re lowest at harvest time. 

The farmer sold all hi s sorghum products at that parti cul ar time because he needed the cash and 

also he did not have loca ll y ava il able storage faci lit ies . Durin g the rain y season, the price of 

sorghum in H umara cl imbed above the Asmara price. Th is \Vas because onl y very few merchants 

had held stocks for the ra iny seaso n. When the fanner's own stock became low. the farmer 

himself was forced to buy from th e merchants at that greater pri ce increase. Thi s could clearl y 

show that many oflhe farmers sold their sorghum produci when the mark et was low and bought 

it again when the ma rket was hi ghn 

Sorghum was not processed unt il it reached the final consumer. A rter it reached the final 

consumer, the housewife cleaned it herse lf and then ground it at the loca l mill to l11ake injara38 

(the Ethiopian loca l bread). 

6.4.1.3 COTTON 

According to the Mini stry of Agri culture, HUl11ara report. 1110st cotton th ai was produced in 

Ethiopia came from irrigated areas. The Aca la with staple lengths or around 11/1 6 inches was 

good qua lity cotton. The shorter stap le cotton was the type o f cotton that grew in the rain-fed 

areas like HUl11 ara. The producti on of cotton from HUl11 ara was small. The spinning mi lls were, 

therefore, using 1110stl y longer staples irr igated cotton. Since the combined production of rain-fed 

and ir ri gated cotton was insufficient to cover the needs of the spinn ing mill s. th e country was 

forced to import some short stapled and lower quality cOllon.'9 

31 Ibid. , p. 146. 
38TAMS, "Hulll ara Agri cultural Deve lopment Projecl, Draft .,", p.12. 
39 TAMS, liThe Hum ara Report: Resource ... /1, p. 146. 
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fa nner's potentia l return we re the seasonal price fluctu at io ns. Pri ces were lowest at harvest time. 

The farme r so ld a ll hi s so rghum products at that pa rti cular time because he needed the cash and 

also he did not have loca ll y available storage fac iliti es. During th e ra iny seaso n, th e pri ce of 

sorgh um in Humara c limbed above th e As mara pri ce. This was because onl y ve ry few merchants 

had he ld stocks fo r the ra in y season. When the farmer 's own stock became low. the fa rmer 

himself was forced to buy fro m the merchants at that greate r pri ce increase. Thi s cou ld c learl y 

show that man y o f the fa rmers so ld the ir so rghum prod uct when the market was low and bought 

it aga in when th e market was hi gh]? 

Sorghum was not processed until it reached the fin a l co nsumer. After it reached the fina l 

consumer, th e ho usewife c leaned it herse lf and then ground it at th e loca l mill to make injaralS 

(the Ethiop ian loca l bread). 

6.4.1.3 COTTON 

Acco rd ing to the M ini stry o f Agricul tu re, Humara report, most co tton that was produ ced in 

Ethi opia came from irrigated a reas. The Aca la w ith staple lengths or arou nd 11116 inches was 

good qu ality cotto n. The shorter staple cotton was the type of cotto n that grew in the ra in-fed 

areas li ke Humara. The prod uction of cotton from Hu mara was small. The spinnin g mill s were, 

therefo re, us ing mostly lo nger staples irri gated cotton. S ince the com bi ned produ ction of ra in-fed 

and irrigated cotton was insuffi cient to cover the needs of the spinning mi ll s. the co untry was 

forced to im port some short sta pl ed and lower quality co tton. 19 

J7 Ibid., p. 146. 

38TAMS, " l-Iu ll1ara Agricultural Development Proj ect, Draft .. ". p. 32. 

39 TAMS, "Th e Humara Report: Resou rce ... ", p. 146. 
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The Imperial Eth iop ian Government Awash Valley Auth o rity in its letter to the Min istry of 

Agri culture on Niihase 29, 1962 E.C (Sepember 4, 1970) co mplained that co tton companies in 

Ethiopia had dec ided to impo rt cotton from outs ide withou t the knowledge of cotton producers 

and without knowin g the amount of cotton productio n of Ethi op ia in the yea r 197 I. Acco rd ing to 

the Authority, the cotton companies sho uld have o pened d iscussions wi th the cotton producing 

fanners and the Mini stry of Trade beforehand belore import in g cotton. T hi s had been the 

tradition in recent years. But such und erstandin g was vio lated reapeated ly by the colton 

co mpanies . The Awas h Vall ey Authority argued that it was intentionally done in orde r to red uce 

the price of cotton that was produced loca ll y by importin g a low quality of cotton and finally 

mi xing it with the Eth iopian cotton whi ch, according to the Awash Va lley A uthority, was the 

best in quality. The Awash Valley Autho rity a lso compl a ined th a t th e cultivated land of the 

cotton producing farme rs in Eritrea, Satit- Humara and Assayra was sma ll and scattered and at the 

sam e time th e quality was poo r due to lack o f contro l. The Authority reca ll ed that there had been 

problems between cotton producing farm ers and colton fa ctori es in the previo us yea rs. In order 

to avo id such pro blems, the Awash Val ley Authority bel ieved in reach ing a common 

understandi ng and a pe rmanent so lution , otherwise the cotto n producing farm ers would di ve rt 

production to other crops and that would have a devasta tin g effect on the co untry's cotton 

d . '10 pro uctlon. 

In the 1960s an d 1970s, Ethiop ia 's dom estic produ ction o f COil on was in fact c lose to th e leve l of 

domestic consum pt ion. Fo r example, in 1971-72, Ethiop ia prod uced about 24,000 tons of lint 

cotton that is, raw cotton fibre. In 1972-73 , the production lVas est immed at abou t 26,000-27,000 

" Ibid. , pp. 5-6. 
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tons.41 The sources of suppl y that composed the to tal cotton avail able in Ethiopia are out lined in 

the foll owing Table. 

Tabl e 23: Collon Availability (Lint bas is) in Metric Tons (66167-7 1172 ) 

-

So urces of Producti on Y ears 
--

66/67 67/68 68/69 

HU1l1era areas 2,638 3, 13 1 4.379 

Other areas 5,992 il ia n/ Cl 

Total Production 8,630 il Ia n/a 

Impol1s 4,455 4,233 5,68·1 

Total Availab il ity ( local and 13,085 l1/a n/a 

impo rted) 

69170 

4.05'1 

15.699 

2,961 

18,660 

70171 

1, 157 

18, 138 

19,295 

'1,022 

23,3 17 

7 1172 

1,234 

22,667 

23,90 1 

1,936 

25,837 

Source :T AMS, " Humera Agri cultura l Development Project, Dra ft .. . ", p. 3LI. (Note I: No explanation is g iven 
in the source fo r the bi g drop in l-iutllara cottOll 1970-72 but in m)' opinion it was because farmers found sesame 
morc profit abl e.) 

Note 2: ilia: not avail able 

The Table revealed how quickl y Ethiopia was moving towards se lf- suffi c iency in cotton. About 

85 to 90 percent of the cotton produced in Ethiopia was fro m irrigated plantations, mainly From 

the Awa~h val ley. The principa l rain-fed CO llon producing areas were areas like Satit- Humiira, 

Abdara fi and Miittii ma. The staple lengths From these rain-fed areas were shone I' , generall y about 

I inch.'12 Some modern ginneries for removing seeds from the raw cotton had been estab lished in 

Asmara, Tiindaho, GondaI' and other places.'l] 

6.4. 1.3. ITHE ESTABLISHM ENT, DEVELOPMENT AND LAST DAYS OF THE COTTON GINNING 

AND PROCESS ING FA CTOR I ES IN GONDAR 

In ea rl y days the Satit-Humara Farmers used to se ll their cotton prod ucts to the Sulmat Company 

in Asmara. In 1970, a sma ll cotton ginni ng factory was esta bli shed at Diirii Giinda (A mba )inni). 

<l ITAMS, " I-Iumera Agri cultural Development Proj ect, Draft .. ", p. J .l. 

42Ibid. , pp. 33~34 . 
43 Negat , p. 77. 
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(Amba Jinni is derived from the .J eny u Ital ia Road Construction company at Dara Ganda) 44 

Thus, the Humara cotton producing fanners became its majo r suppli ers. AIo Tiiyii Balay was the 

owner of thi s sma ll cotton gin ning factory. He invested Birr 24,000 to open the cotton ginn ing 

factory. According to Solomon Addis, the product ion capacity of the plant "was 30 quinta ls a 

day wi th a labour input of 30 employees·," 5 

The Walqait Sat it-Humara Fanners Mu lti-Purpose Cooperat ive Societ y Ltd. was established in 

1969. Its estab li shment as a cooperative enab led it to secure loans fro m AIDB. Wi th such 

encou ragement, it dec ided to have its own ginning plant in Gondar. An es timated Birr 300,000 

was needed to open the plant. 30,000 sha res were rai sed. The va lue of each share was Birr 10. A 

three-man comm ittee was nominated under the chairmanshi p of the mayo r of the city of Gondar 

to fac ili tate the sale of sha res. The Walqa it Siitit-Humiira Farmers Cooperat ives he ld 4,000 of the 

shares. Signor Sa lvatore Reza, the owner of the AwakL" COilon Ginn ing Factory of Addis 

Ababa, bought 13,000 shares. The va rious alirs (communal se lf-hd p urga ni za ti ons) of the city 

of Gondar and other ind ividua ls bought 3,700 shares. It was dec ided to se ll the rema ining 1, 190 

shares in Add is Ababa46 

Marak i / Sam una bar (Maraki Soap) area was selected as a s ite. However. thi s s ite was rejected 

by the authorities in th e city of Gondar. The official s sa id that the s ite had already been chosen 

for the future constru ct ion ofa un iversity. The comm ittee and the shareholde rs chose another site 

at Lidata. Lidata is a pa rish which is located between Cha-cha- Ia and Sa l11una bar47 They bought 

44 Informant Birhanu. 
45 Solomon, p. 240. 

46 Ibid., pp. 239-240. According to Birhanu Asres, one of the found ers and s hareholder~ of the Gonda r Cotton 

Ginning and Proecssing factory, Awakut Co tton Ginning and Processing Factory was in Addis Ababa not in Asmara 
as Sotomon p. 240 says. 

47 Ibid., p. 240. 
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29,756 m2 of land from a certain merchant, Grazmach Wand imagiirl Yimar. The facto ry began 

product ion towards the end of 1971 wit h 250 perm anent emp loyees. The lirst General Manager 

of the facto ry was Ato Getahun Assage and mem bers of the lirst Board of Directors were Signor 

Salvatore Reza, Mr Umar, Ato Birhanu Asras and Ata Azanaw Alame. "sThe fou nding members 

and owners of the factory who were major sha reho lders along with other shareholders were 

J. Signal' Salvatore Reza 2. Kaljamiz Fa rmers Assoc iati on J . .'110 Birha nu Asres 

4. Haji Mohammed Wondim 5. Haji Yasuf Ahmad 6. Lieutenant Colonel Mo laligt'i Balay 

7. Ata Virga Dasta 8. Ato Agbaw Wubinah 9. li to l3alay l3i llll13h 

10. Saba Sewing Mach ine Company owners II. Ato Dagnaw Miikonan 12. Ato Diiraje Alamu 

13. Ata Fiseha Makonan 14. WaizCiro Abakya lash Yimiir IS Wa lq ai t-Sati -Humara 

Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperati ve Society"9 

One clear consequence of the organization o/thefarmers (Wcilqait 
Siitit-l1wnCira) into [a} cooperative society and their possession ofa 
cotton ginning and processing plant ,vas the /aWl hioll" thel ' deall 10 

Ala Taya. Since the cooperati ve 's /acIOI), came infO existence, 
almost all raw cotton was channeled to it thereby draining TayCi '.\' 
source [of cotton}. Moreover, Bahr Dar Textiles reji.l.sed to 
purchase TayCi 's produce. Even if it sometimes did. it II 'OS at lower 
prices5 0 

The new Cotton Ginnin g and Process ing Factory bought cotton mainly from the cooperative 

farmers of Humara, Mattama and Abdarali. According to Solomon. 

The manner of transaction between the /actmy and the farmers 
was that the latter would il1/orm the management the amount of 

48Archive of the Public Enterprises Trustee Board , Folder {Joo "i'l(l} t.\mn· .~·C:(>:·· )'·+ qIjJJ. t " (JC.r:-·~1. ao;J1I'} 

Box File No. 133, File No. 5-9 IlI'l"uIlC.rn·l, t' ,)·tll '/I'u:";'r; l' llt· t?'C'i- 00>'71'1"" /., (A report from the 
Chairm an of History Study Comm ittee of the Public Enterprises Trustee l3oa rd, Hido( 25,1976 E.C L p. l. 

49 Archive of the Public Enterprises Trustee Board, Folder \JaoY'lo} t.\("l·( .\?,·C:C':·, )'·+ 11'\)'.(,. (1C.(~:- ·i tl. OLJ;Jtl'l 

Box Fi le No. 222, File No. ~,IIl -1ll 2 '1"\' "'7.<',<7°"'1, llI'luoIlC,rn'l, \';.I·tl1 'JI'7 :~:"""; flit· t?'C·j· 0 0 '71'1""/" ("A 
report from the Chairman ... "), p. 1 

50 Solomon, p. 241 
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raw col/on they produced. Then the enterprise Illvuld send hea l~)l 

trucks, usual/y around 40, to A1atammii-HlII17ara areas. 

The./cJrlners alien sold their harvest on loan hasis. i.e .. thejClctorv 
paid them ajier it sold the processed callan. At tillles. hOIl ·e pa. the 
callan may not be sold instanlly. 71nls, the IIl anagell7ent lI'ollld look 

./or a loan .Fom banks by offering the processed callan as 
col/ateral. 

The major customers 0/ the Condor ginning plant were the Bohr 
Dar Text ile [factorv} which bought abollt 1000 qllintals 0/ 
processed callan monthiy. The others "'ere the Diliojil textile and 
national oil industries 0/ Asmara. The laller Ivas mainly interested 
in buying callan-seeds. 51 

After Ato Getahul1, Ato Bazab ih Gabre, Ato Fitaya Assagu, Ato Sololl1ol1 .Iiraf and Ala Mulugeta 

Fiirada served the plant as General Managers52 

In the course of till1e, the factory faced SO ll1 e problell1s. One of the prob lell1 s was that the factory 

had 8,000 kg. of unso ld processed cotton. Without se lling this processed COllon the factory was 

unab le to repay its bank loans. Also Signor Sa lvato re Reza, one of the ll1 ajor shareholders and a 

board ll1ember, so ld the Awakut Cotton Gin ning Factory to Bahir Dar Tex til e Factory. According 

to the ll1ajority of the foundin g mell1bers thi s act was undermining the ir own enterpri se that cost 

the GondaI' cotton enterpri se a loss. Signor Salvatore Reza was persuaded to se ll out hi s share, 

which the Mattall1a Mahbara Selass ie Farll1 ers Cooperati ve bought. '] Add itional shares were also 

so ld to strengthen the econoll1ic potenti al of the facto ry. Finall y the capital of the factory was 

ra ised from Birr 300,000 to Birr 450.000 54 

51 Ibid. 

52 Archive of Publi c Enterprises Trustee Boa rd, r OO'i '71l} (;\ ' ''7'''' J':C:~:" I" :j'. ~~ .e.t · nCJ': -'t'o· uo .:>11'1 Box File No. 133, 
File No. 5-9 !J(wullc.eo·, .. (' ;.l·th · W7:~:· :'.c; (' Ilt· t?·C } oo'7M'·I. , (A report Irom th e Chairm an ... "J. p.2. 

53 So lomon, p. 250. 

54 Archive of the Public Enterprise Trustee Board, Folder flnl-(Il 2- (i"T OtJ,{~aIl 6'·I. , \"uo'i'?fl '( 1:\0'/ .( 

.s:'C:~'.I'.:r- ,,~ .e.t · nc .~· " Pre and Post Nat ionalizat ion of the Gonda r Ginning and Processi ng Factory," Homle 8,1970 
E. C, p. 1. 
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In the first two years of 1972 and 1973, the factory got profi ts and paid Birr 32.60 and Birr 46.20 

respecti ve ly to shareholders5 5 

When the 1974 Ethi opian Revol ution broke out most of th e cooperati ve larmers Il ed to Sucian with 

their own tractors, trucks and vehicles or joined the EDU. The Gondar area al so became a battle-

ground between the Darg, EDU and EPRP. According to the audit report, the factory faced a 

de fi cit of Birr 1, 11 8,056. This incl uded the sti ll outstand ing AIDS loan of Birr 114,00056 The 

Gondar Cotton Ginning and Process ing factory that had been co ll ec ti ng 70.000-80,000 quin ta ls of 

cotton yea rl y from the farm ers' cooperative lacked ra w cotton Finally it s whole activity 

collapsed in abo ut 1979. The factory had been nati onalized by the Darg in 197757 Seven among 

the factory wo rkers le ft for Sudan. The Diirg ki lied fOLll" wo rkers in the Red Terro r accusing them 

of being EPRP members or suppoilers of EPRp 58 

The facto ry that had profited 47.26% on it in iti a l capita l at its init ial stage of development totall y 

co ll apsed in or soon after 1979. The facto ry's income from 1974- 1978 was Birr 15, 637,50 1. 

Th is is seen in the fo ll owing Tab le. 

T able24: Gondar Cotlon Ginning Factory's income in BilT ( 1974-1978) 
-

Years 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 

Bin 5,393 ,6 10 2, 063,408 3,259, 147 3,138.3 86 1,782,950 

- - -

55 Ibid., p. 3. 
56 Ibid., p. 2-3. 
57 In fo rmants: Sisay, Kinde, Se rgeant Assafa, and Haila Mariam. 

58 Archive of the Public Enterprises Trustee Board, Folder ('O"o'}"/~'J- (.\'''1 ') ' .~'[J" I'.:r- ~~y. (.· (leg: -·)1. rfO-"WI 

Box File No. 222, File No. lIlli -ill 2 ' r ' I' '''/ .';rfua,/, ~~''''~c.<'n · ' , t' ;J'('I , 'II" J:~+ '; I'~ (.· ('TCl- a o'1M'"/' , 
("A report from the Chairman ... "1, p. 2. 
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Source: Archi ve of the Publi c Enterprises T rustee Board , Folder \'/7nT?ll+ t\'_H/-i . . <':c:p:··r:·" 'l" .r.t~ (lCJ.:':M.', 'i. 

un.:'l!'} Box Fil e No. 222, File No. ~lrn Mm 2 'TEl' fIIIP,oor-I'I. ()t'l ou{}c.en·/: \';J'&h ',,"/:p: .. j.C; Wlt· t;rc·j· 

U IJ"ltl""l. , ("A report frolll the Chairman .. . "). p. 9 

Note: When the tractor farmers left for the Sudan or joined the EDU in 1977 much cooon was left in the fi elds. The 

Darg then mobil ized labour, even bringing some frol11 Wallo (many ofwhorn di ed) 10 coll ect the cotton in the fields. 

The cotton \-va s then given to the GondaI' COllon ginning factory which c.xpiains \\ h~ [11(' ("clory was sti ll getting 

income, though reduced, in 1978 (see A " report frol11 the Chai rman of Hi story Study Com mittee of the Public 

Enterprises Trustee Board to Gondar Commission for Organizing the Pariy of the Working People of Ethiopia 

(COPWE)", Hie/ar 25, 1976 E.C), p. I 

Unti l the I 960s, the Humara colton market had been monopolized by Ihe Baratto lo Cotton Mill 

in Asmara. But after the improvement of th e Gonda r-Humara road . Humara collon was so ld in 

Gondar and other places. It was a lso hoped that the im prove menl o f tra nsport fac ili ties wou ld 

enable the colton to reach Bahr Dar texti Ie centre59 When we look al Ih e comparative prices of 

cotton linl (Birr/kilogra m), th e average domesti c price given 10 fa rillers fo r the years 1968- 1972 

was Birr 1.7860 

A sum mary o f transport and handlin g cha rges for th e Ihree crops and the effect of such charges 

taken together with production costs on profi lmarg ins in 1967 are give n in the fo ll owing Table. 

Table 25 : A Summary of Transport and Handli ng Costs for the Three C rops and the Net Profit (BiJ'rlqu), 1967 

(before the construct ion oflhe Takaze Bridge) 

----
Costs Sorghulll Sesame COttOIl .-
Sacking 1.55 1. 55 0.70 
Local transport ( Fann-Hurnera) . average of 35 0. 35 0. 35 0.35 
kill s. 

T akaze Ri ver Crossing 0.3 5 1.00 1.00 - --
Transport cost from H umara 10 A smara 3.50 ".00 ' 1. 50 - --
Labour 0.25 O.~5 0.10 
Total costs 6.00 7 15 6.75 .- -
Production costs 6.50 32.00 53.00 
Total costs 12.50 39.15 59.75 

" Ibid., p. 78. 
60 TAMS, "The Humara Report: Resource ... ",148. 
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Prices ill Asmara 
Net profi t 

14.00 
1.50 

'1700 _~---,,6.:;;2.C'0"-0 - - - ---1 
---'~7.85 -.--l 2.25 

SOllrce: My calculations are based on lEG , Ministry or Agriculture. Institute or Agricultura l Research, " Report of 
the Survey M ission ... ", p.39 Note: The Takaze crossi ng cost was less ror sorghum because sorghum was lighter. 

6.4.1.4 T HE RECONSTRUCTION OF T HE TAKAZt BR IDGE, 1972 : AN O UTLET TO ASMA RA 

Th is out let from I-i umiira helped Abdiirafi and Miitliima farmers because these farmers brought 

their crops to l-iumiira .The princi pa l ou tl et from I-i umara 10 Asmara was Ihe Tiildize-Om Hajar-

Tassanay road 61 The River Takiize was olien tota lly impassab le du ring the rai ny season. 

Comm unication between Begemeder and Simien and Eritrea and between Begemeder and 

Sim ien and T igray was therefore severed62 This was because the stee l bridge over the Tiikaze 

River that the Ita li ans had started to build had not been completed 63 During the rainy season, the 

Takiize River rose and usually took away a number 0 1' tractors, La nd Rovers and trucks in 

addition to hu man li ves and property in attempts to cross il.M Passengers used boats to cross the 

Takaze River. The usual transportation cost per passenger was Birr 0.50. When the river rose up 

the transportation cos t was Birr I. A Land Rover was tran sported Ii)!' Birr 70 . Durin g the peak 

labour period up to 600 people crossed the river dai ly using boats. There was no security fo r life 

at all. For instance, in 1968,32 people were drowned when a boat capsized6s Camels crossed the 

Takaze River except during high wa ter in the months 01' .l ul l'. August and September. The 

transportation per passenge r was Birr 0.50 and Birr 0.50- 1.00 per quintal fo r sesame and 

sorgh um. A camel could carry two quinta ls at once. Camels carr ied goods and passenge rs both 

ways at abo ut the same pri ce. Trucks could only cross Ihe rive r in the dry season, usuall y from 

" TAMS, ''The Humer. Report: Humer. Agricultural Development Project (HADP), Appendices" (1974), p. 337. 
62 Richard Pankhurst, "Tra nsport and Co mmunications in Ethiopia, 1835-1935" in journal of Transport His tory, 

Volume 5, Number 2 (1961), p. 166. 
63Addis Zaman, Tahsas 2, 1961 E.C, p. 2. 
"Addis Zaman, Magabit 1, 1963 E.C, p. 3. 
6S Carl Miller, James Sartor, James Mackin, and others, "Agricultural Survey Diary for Three Study Areas in 

Ethiopia: Middle Awash, Debre Zeit-Nazareth and Hum era Setit" (Stand ford Research Institute: M enlo Park 

Californi a, April 1968), p. 273 . 
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• 

l 

Prices in ASlllara 
Net profit 

14.00 
1. 50 

47.00 
7.85 

62.00 
2.25 

Source: My calcul at ions are based on lEG, Ministry of Agriculture, Insti tute or Agri cul tural Research, "Report of 
the Survey Mi ssion ... ", p.39 Note: The T akaze crossing cost was less for sorghum because sorgh um \vas lighter. 

6.4.1.4 H I E RECONSTRUCT ION OF T I·I £ TAKAZE BRIDGE, 1 ~ 72: AN O UTLET TO ASMA RA 

T hi s outl et from Humara he lped Abdara fi and Miittama farmers beca use th ese farm ers brought 

thei r crops to Humara.The pr inc ipa l outle t From Humiira 10 ASlllara was the Takaze-Om I-Iajar-

Tassanay road 6
! The Ri ver Ta kaze was often tota ll y impassab le durin g th e ra in y season. 

Commun ication between B ege meder and S imien and Eritrea and between Begemeder and 

Simien and Tigray was there fore severed 62 This was because th e steel brid ge over the Tiikaze 

Ri ver that the Ita li ans had sta rted to bui ld had not been co mpleted 6
'; During the rainy season, the 

Takaze River rose and usua lly too k away a num ber o r tracto rs. Land Rovers and trucks in 

addition to hu ma n li ves and property in attempts to cross il,M Passen ge rs L1 sed boats to cross th e 

Tiikaze Ri ver. The usua l transportation cos t per passenger was Birr 0.50. Wh en the rive r rose up 

th e transpo rtation cost was Birr I. A Land Rover was transported Il)r IJirr 70. Duri ng th e peak 

labour peri od up to 600 peopl e crossed th e river dail y us ing boats. There was no security fo r life 

at a ll. For instance, in 1968,32 peo ple were drowned when a boat caps ized65 Camels c rossed th e 

Tiikaze River except durin g h ig h wa te r in th e months or .I ul y. Augus t and September. T he 

transportat ion per passenge r was Birr 0.50 and Birr 0.50- 1.00 pe r qu in ta l for sesame and 

so rghum . A camel co uld carry two quintal s at once . Came ls ca rri ed goods and passe nge rs both 

ways at abo ut the same price. Trucks cOLi ld o nl y cross the rive r in th e dry season, usual ly from 

" TAMS, "The Humera Report : Humera Agricu ltural Development Project IHADPI, Appendices" 119741, p. 337. 
62 Richa rd Pankhurst, "Transpo rt and Comm unications in Ethiopi a, 1835 -1935" in Journal of Transport History, 

Volume 5, Number 2 119611, p. 166. 
" Addis Zaman, Tohsos 2, 1961 E.C, p. 2. 
" Addis Zaman, Magobit 1, 1963 E.C, p. 3. 
6S Carl Miller, Jam es Sartor, James Mackin, and others, "Agricultural Su rvey Di ary for Th ree Study Areas in 

Ethiopia: Middle Awash, Debre Zeit-Naza reth and Humera Setit" (Standford Research Institute: Menlo Park 
Ca lifornia, Apri l 1968), p. 273. 
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the end of Ja nua ry to May. At this time, tractors we re needed to ass ist the trucks in cross in g the 

ri ver. Tractors crossed the river w ith trailers from the end of January to May. They hauled 

different goods from the different farm s ites to the town of Humara and from Humiira to the 

d ifferent farm sites. The tractors usually trave led 30-40 kilom ete rs from Humiira and charged 

Birr 0.25 pe r quintal from Fa rm s to Humara. Land Rovers rarely c rossed th e Tiikiizfi River. 

Swimmers were ab le to float 50 ga ll on drums across the river for Birr 0.50 per drum ( I gall on" 

4.5435 liters in Brita in and 3.785 in the USA). Accordin g to est im ates, during the rain y season, 

20 ,000-30,000 peo ple crossed th e Tii kaze River66 

Emperor Haile Selassie flew from Asmara to Wagara A lI 'raja and th e n to Hu mara Warada by 

helicopter on II January 1967. He was received by Lieutenant Co lone l Tamirat Yi gazu, the 

Genera l-Governor of Begemidir and S imi en and by DiijazlI7alch Adana Mako niin, th e governor 

of Wagara Awraja anci by th e people of Sat it-Humara with grea t honou r. He saw anci observed 

the agricultural econo mi c activity of th e area. He also listened to the exp lanations of the two 

governm ent offic ials abo ut the economic potent ia li ty o f th e area a nd it s pl'Oblems. The fmmers 

and the town dwe ll ers also rai sed questions with the emperor and a ppealed to him for so lutions 

to the ir press ing proble ms. in order to so lve the problem of the Takaze Ri ver th e emperor 

formall y ord e red th e Min istry o f Pub lic Works and Communicat ion to deal w ith the constru cti on 

of a br idge over the Tiikaze Ri ve r67 

" Ibid., p. 274. 
67 Addis lomon, Tir 3, 1959 E.C, p. 5. 
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Photograph 29: The Takiize Bridge, Reconstructed in 1972' 

Source: TAMS, "The Humera Report: Resource ... " , p. 200. 

The Tiikiize River Bridge Construction Project Contract was signed on June 24, 1969 between 

the Imperial Higway Authority (IHA) and Dr. Engineer Aniello Raffane, an Italian. The 

construction period was agreed to be 365 calendar days starting 30 days from the date specified 

in the contract. The contract amount was Birr 402, 426. 48. The work to be covered in this 

contract was the construction of a new reinforced concrete deck steel girder bridge over the 

Takiize River, using the existing Italian piers and abutments. According to the notice, work 

should have started on October I, 1969, but due to high flooding and due to the sudden illness of 

the contractor after he had been to the site in November, construction was delayed.68 

The Tiikiize bridge construction was the first bridge construction in the work program of the 

IHA. It had the capacity of carrying a weight of more than ten tons (I ton= 1000 kilograms). On 

each side of the bridge there were two footpaths. Each of the footpaths was 60 centimeters 

wide.69 

" Imperial Highway Authority, "Quarterly Progress Report", October 8, 1969-Jan uary 7, 1970, p. 13. 
69 Addis Zaman, Magabil I , 1963 E.C, p. 3. 
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( 

The Tiikiize Bridge was the longest bri dge in Eth iopian br idge constru cti o n of that time. It was 

232 mete rs long and 3.50 mete rs wide . The construct ion of th e bridge was completed in August 

1972. It became an eco no mi c life li ne espec ia ll y to Eritrea, T igray and Begemeder and Simien 

prov in ces 7o A fter completion, acco rd ing to governm ent es tim ates, abo ut Birr 186, 000 was to be 

coll ected every year from to ll s fo r us in g the bridge7
! Its co nstruc ti on was covered by a loan 

from th e Internati ona l D eve lopment Assoc iation (IDA)72 

During th e Ita li an peri od, l-i um ii ra, Om Haj ii r, and Tiissii niiy were co nnected by a grave l roadn 

This road was still ava il ab le in the imperi a l peri od so that after c rossing the Tii kaze Bri dge near 

I-Iumara, Om I-Iajar was reached after 7 kilometers74 

The 95 kilometers long road from 0111 I-Iaj ar to Tassan ay was a rud il11 entary dry-weather road. It 

was passabl e by tru cks, buses an d Land Ro vers onl y in the dry season from Octobe r to May. 

T racto rs operated for a longe r peri od but in Jun e-September the re was no traffi c at al l. Buses 

started in October75 From Tassanay to ASl11ara (359 killS) there was a lready a first c lass standard 

The constructi on o f a bridge across the Takaze River was very imponanl fo r di ffe rent reaso ns. It 

enabled free 111 0vemen t w itho ut any de lay . Trucks and buses sta rted to cOl11 e from Asmara to 

l-lul11ara dai ly . Producti on moved to As mara on t ime. Labourers a lso started to co me to l-iumiira 

on t ime. Thi s prevented th e shortage of labour that had been th e case espec ia ll y durin g the rain y 

70Addis Z(ilJlan, Mtisktirtilll 28, 1964 E.C, p. I. 
71 Addis Zdllltil7, Ginbol20, 1962 E.C, p. l. 
72 IEG, Mini st ry of Agricul ture, "rvlajor Act ivit ies in 196 1 E.C and Current Status of Activit ies of the M inistry of 

Agricult ure . Pl anni ng M anua l" (Add is Ababa, December 1969), p. 40 . 
73 Fitaye, " the T raditional Usage ... ", p. 1. 
74TAMS, "T he I-I umcra Report: H AD P, A ppendices", p. 337. 
75M iller and Others, p. 274; I EG, Ministry of Agricu lture JAR, "Report of the Su rvey Mission . . ", p. 13. 
76Fitaye "Traditional Usage . .. ", p. 1. 
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season . The co ns truct ion o f the brid ge al so saved the fann ers river cross ing COSIS and add itiona l 

labour costs fo r loading and unload ing at the banks of th e river77 Al l these improvemen ts had 

the ir own posi ti ve im pact on the net profit of the fa rm ers. " Poss ible savi ngs per quinta l from a 

bridge wou ld be of the ord er of 45 ¢ for sorghum, $ 1.25 for sesame and cot ton. A total charge o f 

20 ¢ a quintal ($ pe r 10-ton truck load) wou ld g lad ly be paid, .... 78 Arter th e construction of the 

br idge the fa rm ers confirm ed that the ir net pro fit inc reased. T hey sa id th at the net profit per 

qu inta l, es pec ially fro m sesame, mounted to Birr 10-1 1. However, the determining factor for the 

net profi t was th e market pr ice fo,· the c rops and the po li tica l stabil ity and peace of the area or 

lack of stab il ity and peace. The use and econo mi c importance oCthe bridge ca me LO an end after 

1974175 due to the Eri trea n separati st movement. Th is move ment, resulting in blocking th e use 

of the br id ge and po litical disturba nces of the area, affected the economy of the Sat it-Humara 

area farmers and the economy of'the cO ll nrry.79 

6.4.1.5 T H E I-IUM A RA AGR ICULT URAL DEVELO PM ENT UNDE R A STATE FARM : t 979/1980-

1980/ 1981 

Though the Humara s tate fa rm is outs ide my study o f farm ers' cooperatives I though t it useful to 

show th e agri cu ltura l act iv it ies of the I-iumara Sta te Farms and their cont ribution to the nationa l 

eco nomy und er th e Dtirg regim e. The state farms were prod uc ing sesa me and sorghum like the 

farm ers' coo perat ives and ca n be compared to production un der cooperatives . Moreover, the 

state fa rm s rep laced, or at tempted to replace, production in J-iumara when the the revo lution and 

77 ln forman! s: Sisay, Abara, Kindie, Tibiibu, tvlangist u, and Alana. 
78 Ministry of Agriculture, "Report or lhe Survey Miss ion ... ", p. 42. 
79 ln forlllants: Sergeant lVlaru, Basha Adugrla and Colonel Tigabu. 
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di sturban ces fo ll owing th e revo lution di smantl ed th e coo perat ives. In fact th e coope rative and 

the A I Kh ad ra Fa rm s were nationa li zed by the Dtilg and a state farm became the ir successor. 

T he Diirg de feated the EDU fo rces in I-iuma ra in .Iune 1977 (Stine 1969 E.C) . Most of the 

cooperative fa rm ers in Humara fl ed to Sud an with thei r own tractors.so T he State Fa rms 

Authority was establi shed in May 1977. In orde r to make th e state farm s 1110re productive, the 

Min istry of State Fa rm Development was established in May 1979 by proclamation number 179. 

The Mini stry was ex pected to exert max imum e ffort to boost produ ct ion under th e Centrali zed 

Nat iona l Plan. T he N ational Economic Campai gn was a lso launched in 19 79 wi th the object ive 

to a ll ev iate shortage of food and other bas ic co mm od iti es and raw mat crial s8t 

The Mini stry o f the State Fa rm Deve lopment had e ight co rpo rati ons. One among these 

corporations was the North-Weste rn Agri cultural Deve lopment Co rpo ration. Thi s corpo ration 

was ex pected to coo rdi nate and adm ini ste r state farms that were located in the western 

Admini st rati ve Reg io ns of Wo ll ega, Illu babor, an d Keffa and th e North ern Admini strati ve 

Regions o f Gojj a m and Gonda r. The N orth-Western Agri cultura l Deve lopment Corporation had 

an Ente rpri se, a Coo rd inatin g O ffi ce and a State Farm repo rt ing to it. T he Gojjam-Gondar 

Coord inatin g Offi ce admini stered th e BitT, Ayah u, Balas and Humiira State 10a r111 s in Gojjam and 

G d d · · ' R ' 82 on ar A m tlll strat tve eg tons. 

The AI Khadra Farm and th e Wa lqa it Siit it-Humara Fa rm ers M ul ti- Purpose Cooperati ve Soc iety 

farm were nat iona lized by the Dtirg and were g iven to th e Mi ni stry of Sta te Farm Deve lopment. 

8° lnforlllants: Sisay, Kinde, Sergealll A ssafa, and HaiJa Mariam. 
81 Millistry of Stat e Farm Development , lIs Role, Orgcmi=alion, Presem God FlIIlIre AClil'ilies (Add is Ababa: The 

Publ ic Relations Service, June 1984), p. 3. 
" Ibid., PI'. 8-10 . 
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di sturbances fo ll owi ng th e revo lution di smant led the cooperatives. In fact the cooperative and 

the A I Khadra Farms were nat io nali zed by the Di'irg and a state farm became th e ir successor. 

The Dtirg defeated th e EDU fo rces in Humara In June 1977 (Stine 1969 E.C). Most of the 

cooperat ive farm ers in I-jumara n ed to Sud an with th e ir own tractors 8 0 The State Farms 

Authority was established in May 1977 . In order to ma ke the state farm s more prod uctive, th e 

Min istry of State Fa rm Deve lopment was establ ished in May 1979 by pl"Oc lamation number 179. 

The Mini stry was ex pected to exert maximu m effort to boost production under the Centralized 

Nat ional Plan. T he Natio na l Economi c Cam paign was a lso launched in 1979 w ith the objective 

to a ll ev iate shortage of food and oth er basic co mmodities and raw marerial s 8 1 

The Mini stry of the State Fa rm Devel op ment had e ight co rporat io ns. One among these 

corporations was the No rth- Weste rn Agr icultural Deve lop ment Corpo rati on. Th is corporation 

was ex pected to coo rd inate an d ad mini ster state fa rms tha t were located in th e western 

Admin istrati ve Regions of Wol lega, Illubabor, and Keffa and the Northern Adm inistrative 

Regions o f Gojjam and Gondar. The North-Western Agricultural Development Corporatio n had 

an Enterprise, a Coordinatin g Office and a State Farm reporting to it. The Gojjam-Gondar 

Coord inating Office admini stered the Birr, Ayahu, Balas and I-Iumara State Farms in Gojja m and 

Gondar Adm inistra tive Reg ions82 

The A I Khadra Farm and the Wa lq ait Satit-Humara Farmers Multi-Purpose Coo perati ve Soc iety 

farm were nationali zed by the Dtirg and we re given to th e Min istry 0 1' S late Farm Deve lop ment. 

SO lnformants: Sisay, Ki nde, Sergeant Assafa , and Haila Mariam. 
81 Ministry of State Farm Development , lIS Role, O"gani=aliol1, Presenf alld Fwwe ACI;v;lies (Addi s Ababa: The 

Publi c Relations Service, June 1984), p. 3. 
" Ibid. PI'. 8-10. 
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About 4.000 members of work fo rces from Wa llo were trained and 1000 of them were sent to 

Humara in February 1979 to construct temporary shelters for the incoming state farm workers. 

The remainin g 3000 workers were sent in March 1979 to c lear the agri cultural fi elds. Then 

surveyors went to demarcate the differen t farms. Shelters, offi ces, clini cs, garages and stores 

were al so constructed by the Bui lding Construction A uthority . The Wa ter Resource 

Development A uthority on its part also prepared I I we l ls to serve the workers by provid ing 

water.S3 

T bl 26 I I a e : - lImam s F I ' late -arm ell tl va tec areas d "or sesame aile sorg lllill III l cclars an pro( uct lon 111 qU inta s 

Type of Work 1979/ 1980 19801198 1 1981 / 1982 

Culti vated land fo r sesame and 2 1,3l lO !la. 28, 165.22 ha. 
sorghum 

Sesame Prod uction 29,285 qu. 18,728.99 qu. 

Sorgh U 11!.Erod lICI i 0 11 _. 11 , 853 gu. 79,206.69 qu. Up [ 0 March 9, 1982 (Yiiko/i/30 ,74E.C) 

Vlark Force 32,000 
. " ," .. . . 

Source: ArchIve o fill e Public Enterpn ses T rustee Board, Folder {'un I ?tH' (.\ 0 / _/ .. (':CP:-)- ·)· fl"Y,(" (leg;-'/" . 
,,0;.>11") Box File No. 222, Fi le No. 1,(11-111 2 '1" 1' "'1·';fTO "'j, (j{\"VIlC.eO·', f;J ·t l, 'II7:P:':"r, Yil t· 
t.;rc·i· nn'?fl 6l'I" "A Report from the Chairman ... " p. 8. Note: I ) Cotton growing was, not practi ced. 2) D,Ha 
was 1101 avai lable for 1981 /82. 

Table27' List of Farm Impl ements that were llsed in HUlll ii ra Stat e F<1rm ( 1979-1 981) 

Type of Farm implement Quallti ty 

Tractors 306 
Widelevel discs for pl ouohing 150 
Tra ilers 99 
Harrows 14 4 
Seed broadcast ing machines 27 
Fertili z.e r Sprayers 6 
Vo/a ter Tankers -IS 
Vehicles 3 1 
Weed ing Plollohs 29 
Ambulances 4 
M obile Gara oes 2 

.' .. 
Source: Arcilive of lhe Publi c Enterpnses Trustee Board , Folder {J UD i ~7fI'l' (;\~fl7'l' .r:CP:+ ·)· q",(J.t. (lC .f:-)/IJ· 
"0;.>11") Box File No. 222, Fi le No. 1,1Tl-fil 2 '1" 1' '''/ .';0'' ''''/. l1t'\ avIlC .rO· ', f;J,th '1I"1 ~:" "' r, \' 110· t;rc·)· 
on'?n r."J. , ("A Report from the Chairman ... "), p. 8. 

tD A rchi ve orllle Public Ell terprises Trustee Board, Folder ~Jml 'i" }fI:" t\~"l"i- .{':CP:·· j'·+ q'lP.t· (I C.(':-·~"" uo;.Jin 

Box File No. 222, File No. l.rn -(I1 2 ' I" !' '''1.",0''"''/. 111'\ " "l1c.eo·,, [' :J·tl, ·,,"r,':··h· I' ll ,,· t7' C')' 
ffD '7fl r.··/., ("A Report from the Chairman ... "), p. 8. 
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As we can see from the Table, there was very large investment on agri cul tural machinery and 

therefore obviously labour to use it. However, the resul t was disappo int ing due to lack of sk illed 

manpower, lack o f rea l incenti ves to prod uce and lack of adm inistrative effic iency. Great num bers 

of people also died due to lack of a health centre, effi cient clinics and adequate food and shelters 

which were not properl y and timely constructed. In the end the state fa rm in Satit-I-I umara was a 

tota l loss84 

After 1982, the attempt of th e Dr"irg to run I-I umara as a state fa rm was aba ndoned and much of 

the area came under TPLF contro l. Accord ing to Clapham, 

Exporl produclion had slumpedli'om 84,600 Ions in 197410 a 
mere 3,-100 in 1979; Ihe developmenl campaign gal il up 10 
7,400-7,50010ns in 1980-81, and 10 16,400 in 1982. Alier which 
il collapsed back 10 Ihe 1979 level, and Ethiopia effeClively 
ceased 10 be a sesame exporter. The lForld price a/sesame had 
doubled over Ihe period during which Elhiopian Produclion was 
collapsing, and remained al a high level of over $900 a Ion 
Ihroughoulthelirsl hal/oflhe 1980S85 

In fact, just when the adva nce in wo rld sesa me pri ce co ul d have benefited the farmer and 

Ethiopia, the prod uction and export of Ethiop ian sesame co lla psed. Of course thi s co ll apse was 

probably one o f the majo r facto rs in the price rise of sesame on the wo rld market as Ethiopia 

had been a major exporter, as noted above. 

The Eritrean separati st movement and the pol iti ca l instabili ty assoc iated with the outbreak and 

progress of the Eth iopian Revo lu tion of 1974 caused the collapse of commercia l fa rming in 

1974, as wi ll be discussed in chapter 7. 

S4 Archi ve orlhe Publ ic Enterprises T rustee Board, Fol der \)n o'i'7fl '( t.\tJ"I7 ·i · J~· C :t?:··f·:r. fl tiP. t · (lC .(~·-"I'i. 
"''' ;>11"1 Box File No. 222, File No. (,Ill -Ill 2 '1" 1' "'/.", O"n6',. ilt\»··IlC.en·" (':J ·t h ·II 'u i··i ·<; 1' l1t- tl·c·i · 
00'7(\ ''''1., (HA Repon from the Chairman ... "). p. 88 

85 C lapham, p.l 85. 
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CHAPTER SEV EN 

BOUN DARY AND POLITI CAL PROBLEMS AFFECTING AG RICU L T URE IN T H E NO RT H-WESTERN 
ETH IOPIAN LOWLANDS, 19505- 19805 

INTRODUCT ION 

T he presen t-day boundary between Ethi opia and the Sudan is prin cipa ll y th e resu lt of th e 1902 

and 1907 A ng lo-Eth iopia n de limitation treat ies. The Gwynn line o f 1903 beca me the source of 

fricti on and misunderstandin g betwee n Ethi opia and th e Sudan and is so up to th e present time . 

The bound ary problem between Ethi opia and the Sudan and the po li tica l prob lems ins ide Eth iop ia 

espec ia ll y after the 1974 Ethiop ian Revolution great ly affected the deve lopmen t of modern 

agriculture in Stiti t-I-lum ara, Abdarafi, Mattama and other lowland areas in north-west Ethiop ia. 

Thi s chapter ex plores th e hi storica l backgrou nd of th e boun dary and in tern a l polit ica l problems 

a nd sho\-\Is how th e bo undary p ro blem an d intern a l po liti ca l probleJlI S adverse ly affected 

agriculture in the area of my dissertati on. S ince bou ndary prob lems w ith th e S udan affected 

agri culture in the area of my di ssertat ion, it seems necessary to begin with an overview o f what 

these were and the ir origin. 

7.1 BOUNDARY PROBLEM W IT H TIl E SUDAN AND ITS EFFeCT ON AGRtCULTURE 

Ethi op ia and states precedin g co loni a l and then in depend ent Sud an and sharing a long, poorly 

demarcated bou ndary o f 1600 ki lo mete rs expe rienced both coope rat ion and confl ict throughout 

hi story.' Acco rdin g to Regassa, the Ethiopian governm ent after 1941 wanted brothe rl y relations 

with the Sudanese, 

' Regassa Bayissa, War and Peace in the Sudan and its Impact on Ethiopia: The Case of Gambella (1955-2008) 
(Addis Ababa: Addis Ababa University Press, 2010), p.62. 
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According to a letter senl 10 fIIubabor provincial AdllJinislf'CIlion 
by the Director a/ the Public Security Headquarters, the 19-1-/ 
proclamation No. 57 which was concerned with the regislration 
and regulations oj/ore igners in Ethiopia were not to be applied 
10 Ihe Sudanese as long as the Sudanese in Ethiopia do not do 
harm to Ihe public, intel/e re in the politics a/the country, 
disturb the security, and pay tax 10 the government o./Ethiopia. 
Thus, the Sudanese were granted especial status, ,!'hich 
inaugurated new Ji"iendly relations with the ne ll,ly independent 
Sudan. 2 

Du ring the Z(im(in(i Alcisaf/nt (Era of the Princes 1769- 1855) most of the areas between Gallabat 

and Gedarif belonged to Eth iopia. The Chilga-Miittama-Gedarif trade route was a great 

economic advan tage for Ethiopia. The Scott ish trave ler, James Bruce, who visited the court of 

Ras Mikael Sihul , was appointed ,!'(irCida adm inistrator o f Ras cI Fee l wh ich was located at the 

fronti er eventhough he did not li ve there. At that peri od of time it was a common practice to 

appoint foreigners at the Customs offices of border lines. In addi tion to the tribute that was 

co ll ected in kind , 400 wciqel (o un ces) o f go ld were also co ll ected ann ually by the Customs Office 

of Ras el Feel. Kar Kakamut was the cap ital of Ras el Feel. A [leI' Egypt occup ied Sudan in 182 1 

Ras el Feel fe ll under the Egyptian s and its name was changed to Gallabat3 

The s ituation in the first ha lf of the nineteenth century and later was "an undefined and 

di sturbed boundary",4 where "no de jure boundary deli mits the respect ive possess ions of Egypt 

and Eth iopia. ,,5 The Egyptians generall y pushed forwa rd and Kassa Hai I u ( later emperor 

' Ibid., p. 63 . 
3 M esfin Woldem ariam, Worku Tefera,Tadesse Tam rat , M erid Walde Aregay and others, "Ya Eth iopiana 

Sudan Wosen Tarik" Kise 1 Tikimt 1975 f .e, IES, MS 1872, pp. 3-4. 
4 Sven Rub enson, The Survival of Ethiopian Independence (Addis Ababa: KUl'(Iz Pu bl ishi ng Agency. 1991), p. 

208. 
5 Ibid. (Rubenson quoting G. Oouin, Histoire du regne du Khedive Ismail Tome Ifl pp. 37-38), 
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Tewodros) who was "a l11an of the weste rn fron ti er"G before he becal11e el11peror, was defeated 

at Dabarqi in 1848 fig hting the Egyp tians on the western fronti er7 (See Map Ap pendix xv) 

Yohann is IV after his war with Egypt in 1875176 wanted to rega in all of what he regarded as 

Ethiopian border territo ries prev iously lost to Egypt in the 1830s and I 840s, using negot iat ion 

with Egypt (See Map Appendix 15). The l11 il itary victori es of Gundet ( 1875) and Gura (1876) 

were not rewarding for Ethi op ia. The Egyptians rel11a ined in control of occupied reg ions and 

posts. Yohannis did not wa nt to ri sk hi s victory by cont inuin g hi s attack on the Egyptian troops 

with an exhau sted ar l11 y. He also wan ted to avo id any adverse reacti on of European powers to 

the crisis8 Thus he prefe rred avo iding or postponing furt her wa r to pushing his victory to its 

logical concl usion. Instead , he once aga in chose to try a peace ful resolu ti on. In 1881 the 

Ma hdi st 111 0vel11ent broke out in Sudan. The Brit ish occupied Egypt in 1882. In the fo ll owing 

two or three yea rs the Mahdists attacked and drove out Egyptian troo ps frol11 occupied regions 

and encircled thel11 on the Ethi o-Sudanese bo rd er. Britain sought l11 eans to reli eve the trapped 

Egyptian troops. I-Ience, Bri tain wanted to sign a peace treaty that wou ld end the Ethio-Egypti an 

confli ct. To thi s end the Hewell Treaty (also known as Adwa Treaty) was signed on 3 June 

1884. It concluded the Ethio-Egypt ian con fli ct th rough British diplol11atic intervention. 9 

By the 3'd arti cle of the treaty Ethiop ia promi sed to facili tate the evacuation of the Egyptian 

army frol11 its encircled pos ition in eastern Sudan, th rough mil ita ry help against the Mahdists. 

The treaty prol11ised Ethiopia the restorat ion of Bogos (capital Keren, which is now in Eritrea) 

and giving Ethiopia a sea port as a sea ou tl et. In fulfilll11ent of the terms of the Hewett Treaty, 

6 Rubenson, p. 208. 

7 Ibid., p. 140, p. 206. 

B Bahru, History of Modern Ethiopia ... , pp. 53-54. 
, Rubenson, pp, 352-354. 
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Tewodros) who was "a man of the weste rn fro nti e r,,6 before he became e mpe ror, was defeated 

at Dabarq i in 1848 fi ght ing the Egy pt ians on the western front ie r7 (See iVlap Append ix xv) 

Yohanni s IV after hi s war w ith Egypt in 1875176 wanted to regain a ll of what he regarded as 

Ethi op ian borde r te rri tori es prev ious ly lost to Egypt in the 1830s a nd I 840s, us in g negot iati on 

with Egypt (See iVlap A ppend ix 15). The m ilitary victories of Gundet ( 1875) and Gu m ( 1876) 

were not rewarding for Ethiopia. The Egyptians remained in co ntro l of occ upi ed reg ions and 

posts. Yohan ni s did not wa nt to ri sk hi s victory by co nt inuin g hi s attack on th e Egypt ian troops 

with an exhausted arm y. He a lso wa nted to avo id any adve rse reacti on o f Euro pean powe rs to 

the cris is8 Thus he prefe rred avoiding or postponin g furth er war to pushin g hi s v ictory to its 

logical conclus ion. Instead, he o nce again chose to try a peaceful reso luti on. In 188 1 th e 

iVl ahdi st movement bro ke out in Sudan. T he Briti sh occupi ed Egypt in 1882 . In the following 

two or three years th e iVlahdi sts attacked and drove out Egypti an troops fro m occup ied reg ions 

and enc irc led them on the E thi o-S ud anese border. Brita in sou ght mea ns to re l·ieve th e trapped 

E gypti an troo ps. He nce, Brita in wanted to sign a peace treaty th at woul d e nd the Ethi o-Egypt ian 

co nfli ct. To thi s e nd the Hewett T reaty (al so known as Adwa T reaty) was s igned on 3 June 

18 84. It co nc luded the E thio-Egy pti an conflict thro ugh Briti sh dipl oma ti c intervention. 9 

By th e 3,d article o f the treaty Eth iop ia prom ised to fac ili ta te th e evac uation o f the Egypti an 

arm y fro m its enc ircl ed pos it ion in eastern Sud a n, through mi lita ry he lp aga inst the iVlahdi sts . 

The treaty pro mi sed Ethi op ia the restorat ion of Bogos (capita l Ke re n, whi c h is now in Eri trea) 

an d g iving Ethiop ia a sea port as a sea outl et. In fulfill ment of the te rms of the Hewett Treaty, 

6 Rubenson, p. 208. 

7 Ibid., p. 140, p. 206. 
B Ba hru, History of Modern Ethiopio .. , pp . 53-54. 
9 Rubenson, pp, 352-354. 
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Yohannis ordered hi s milita ry general , Ras A lula, to rescue the Egypt ian army trapped in the 

Sudan. Ras Alula acco mp li shed hi s mi ss ion li ght ing w ith th e Ma hdi st troops at the battle of 

Kutit in 23 September 1885. 10 Bogos was returned to Ethi op ia. but Massawa was handed to 

Ita ly. The Itali ans, the watchd ogs of the Briti sh, occup ied Massawa on 5 February 1885 .11 So 

"as a result of the d isho nesty o f Bri tish d iplomacy, he [Yohannis] turned out to have traded o ne 

weak enemy fo r two strong o nes, th e Mahd ist state and Ita ly." (See Map Appendi x xvi)" 

Sudan was conque red by a combined British and Egyptian fo rce between 1896-1898 and became 

th e ' An glo-Egy ptian Cond ominium 'u Towards th e end of th e 19th century th e Sud anese co lonia l 

au thoriti es and th e Briti sh Fo re ign Office were co ncerned with th e de limitation of the Sudan 's 

eastern and south-eastern boundary with Ethiop ia .I 'IOn lO A pri I 1891 (Miazia 14, 1883 E.C), 

Emperor Menelik II sent a c ircul ar letter to the European powers. In hi s circular letter Menelik 

defin ed what he co nside red the borders of Eth iopia to be. IS Acco rd ing to Marcus, the western 

border that was c la imed by Mene lik 

fallowed a line which starts ji-om ArC(fale on the sea, the 
italian border, stretches across the plain o/Jegra toward the 
west, and extends to A1ohio, Halai, Digsa, and up to Gura 
Adibaro. Start ing ./i·om Adibara, it extends to the meeting 
point between the A1ereb and ArMed River and then extends 
farther south to the meeting paint between the Rivers Atbara 
and Selil where is the town of Tomat [where the town 0/ 
Tomat is) From Tomat, the boundCII)' includes the province 

10 Bahru, A History of Modern Ethiopia ... , p. 58. 

11 Ibid., pp. 54-55. 
12 Rubenson, p. 362. 

13 Bahru, A History of Modern Ethiopia .. . , p. 82. 

l~ Bahru Zewd e, "Rel atio ns between Ethi opia and the Sudan on the Western Ethiopian Bo rder 1898-1935"( PhD 

Thesis University of London, 1976), p. 65. 
15 Harold M arcus, "Ethia-British Negotiation Concerning the Western Border with Sudan, 1896-1902" in Journal 

of African History, Volume IV, No. I (1963), p. 82. 
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of Gedaref and extends to the meeting point between the 
White Nile and Sabat Rivers .... 16 (See Map 2) 

Map 4: Menelik ' s definition of Ethiopian territory in 1891 

.. 

BORANA 
~ ...... e.,- L IIt.IdoII -.,.. .... 

.................... ---
• I 

, .. 
TJGRE "i .... IIIII .• , .. __ 

..;."twiMn 

WULO """11Ic ... IIiltrlCti 
AFAR 

ARUSf 

,..".., ..,,,ilIic: ..... 
(hiler .rt .... I1l1t11t/,tt/tu! _w 

----. """ .......... ,,~fmI 
_.,ll1tt,.I1", , .. Jl7S'1IIN' 

. --- --' . ~'I"," Mlaillk', ""'I.ri .. .., 
II '111 
--'-'-
fmtiMllilll'" ~~""m5'11 
.............. 
Dlr~"", If fwtlllr ,.. ....... 

II"/,' / 

/ 
i 
i 

/ 
.I 

I 

\ ,.-.~. 
T." :; • /ld' n -............ ' / n Jan 

Kho~ . / 

',-./ Ocean 

Source: Rubenson, p. 3 16. 

The interest of Menelik was to restore what he called the ancient boundaries of Ethiopia up to 

Khartoum and Lake Nyanza. He believed that the westernmost limit of his empire was the 

White Nile-Sobat junction.17 He made his largest claims probably as a future negotiating ploy 

16 Ibid., p. 83. 
17 Bahru Zewde, "Relations Between Ethiopia and the Sudan ... ", p. 66. 
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since as Rubenson comments he "showed littl e restrai nt when he elrew the frontier in the west, 

south and east. ,,18 

Foll owing the victory of Adwa, whi ch confirmed Ethiopi an independence, the British 

government like other Eu ropean govemments thought that it IVas necessary to establi sh 

permanent diplomatic relations with Eth iopia. The British government thought that Ethiopia 

was important as a political facto r in Africa. Thus in November 1897, the Brit ish Foreign Office 

appoi nted Jo hn Lane Harrington, the Consul ar Offi cer at Ze il a, as the Bri ti sh Agent in Ethiopia. 

Concerning the western border, Harrington was instructed the line he should follow in 

negoti ations between Egypt and Ethiopia. ' 9 

The fall ofOmdurman to the Bri tish seemed to have changed the polit ica l situation for Ethiopia. 

Omelurman, the Mahelists ' capital , fe ll to the British in 1898 anel Sudan became the Anglo-

Egyptian Condominium 20 After the batt le of Omdu rman, Kitchener dispatched a letter to 

Menelik announcing his victo ry over the "Dervishes" ( i.e. the Mahdists) , who accord ing to him 

were common enemi es o f both Eth iop ia and Great Britain, and the li berati on of the Sudanese 

from the tyranni ca l rul e of the Khali/a. Kitchener also ment ioned "the li beration of the 

Ethiopian capti ves in Omd urman ... Mene li k, in repl ying to Kitchener' s letter, hail ed what he 

rega rd ed as a victory for all Chri st ians.,,2 1 

Harrington was in st ructed by hi s government to open border negotiati ons wi th Mene li k. He was 

instructed to tell Menelik that the British government hael no in tention of intruding on any 

18 Rubenson, p. 393. 
19Marcus, p. 85. 
20 Ibid., p. 87. 
21 Bahru, "Relations Between Eth iopia and th e Sudan .. ", p. 64. 
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territory that be longed to "Abyss in ia" (Ethiopia). Harri ngton was al so in stru cted to tell Meneli k 

that Great Bri tain claimed the territory between Eth iopia and the Ni le which had formerly 

belonged to Egypt. The first round of negotiations began in earl y April o f 1899. Menelik told 

Harrington that nothing had been changed. He stood on the claims of hi s 1891 declaration. 

Harrington on hi s part told Menel ik that the Briti sh government did not accept Mene lik's 189 1 

declarat ion. Mene lik claimed th at the occupation Brita in demanded of places like Gallabat and 

Gera was not co rrect. He argued that he had fl ags and garri sons in both Ga ll abat and Gera. 

Harrington rep li ed that Menelik had fl ags and garri sons in places like Ga ll abat and Gera by 

taking advan tage o r the Brit ish in vo lvement with the Mahdists. Though Menelik compla ined 

that Gallabat and Gera had always been Ethiopian, Harrington did not accept it. He argued that 

there was contrary ev idence. Menelik then argued the anc ient hi stori cal claims of Ethiopia to 

areas in the Sudan. To Harrington , ancient hi storical claim d id not count for much in modern 

negotiations because it was open to doubt. According to Harrington, a ll these differences must 

b . d '2 e negotiate .-

The second conference took place on 22 Ap ril 1899. Harr ington presented a map that showed in 

detai l the area that Great Britain claimed as form erly occupied by Egyp t. Harr ington argued that 

the line which ran south from Tod luc to Khor Yabus and areas li ke Hamran , Kedawi, Gallabat, 

Debaineh, Dares-Somati . Dar Gubba, Dar Gumuz and Beni Shangul were Egyptian territories. 

Menelik was interested on ly in Beni Shangul for different reasons. First, he wished to exploit 

the gold mines. Second , he wanted Ben i Shangul for its strategic im portance because it was near 

to the navigable porti ons of both the Blue and White N iles. Harrington promised that he mi ght 

be prepared to make an arrangement to suit Menelik's wishes. The third sess ion of negotiation 

22 M arcus , pp. 88~89. 

195 



was opened on 19 May 1899. The main Issue in thi s sess ion was the argument over the Beni 

Shangul area. Accordi ng to Harrington's offer, Beni Shangu l was to be given to Meneli k if the 

concess ions for go ld mining in the area wou ld be guaranteed to Brit ish capita li sts. Menelik 

agreed. Then in princ iple, the border problem was so lved 23 

The onl y problem that remained without answer was the case of Mattama, a to wn in Ga llabat 

provi nce whi ch was important both strategica ll y and commercially. The questio n was who was 

to have Mattama? Menelik asked Harrington to tell his government that he did not wish to 

clai m Mattama as a right but he asked the British Government, fo r fri endship 's sake, to let him 

have Mattama, on accou nt of the Chri sti ans there. Menelik also stated that Emperor Yohannis 

IV had been kill ed in Mattama, and many of his people who had previous ly li ved in Miittama 

had been scattered fro m there. It was fo r these reasons that Eth iop ia wished to have it. 

Harrin gton in consu ltation with hi s government stated that Great Britain onl y needed the fort 

which was in the ne w town. It was dec ided to give Mene li k the old town east of Khor 

Abnakara as a com mercial enclave. Menelik d id not like the arrangcment, but Alfred II g 

convinced hi m to accept it. Finally the arrangement was agreed on 14 May 1900. Harrington 

on the whole was successful in obta ining a line more to the adva ntage of the Sudan. The 

Briti sh governmen t was sati sfied with the outcome of Harr ington' s nego ti ati ons24 

Treati es between Great Brita in and Ethiop ia, and between Great Bri ta in , Italy and Ethiopia , 

relati ve to the fl'o ntiers between the Sudan. Ethiopia, and Er itrea were s igned in Addis Ababa on 

15 May 1902 " 

23 MarclIs, p. 89. 
24 Ibid., p. 90. 
25 Sir E. Hertsle t, The Map af Africa by Treaty, Volume II, Nos. 95 to 259 (London: Frank Cass, 1967), p.431. 
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The Anglo-Eth iop ian Treaty of 1902 was des igned to determ ine the fronti er between the Sudan 

and Eth iopia. In an annex to thi s treaty. the Brit ish, Ethiopian and Ita lian Governments 

included a number of agreed modifi cat ions to the fronti er between the Sudan and Eritrea, and 

to the fro ntier between Ethiopia and Eritrea. The latte r treaty survived until the Italo-Ethiopian 

Wa r of 1935-36 and was re-establi shed by the Briti sh Mi li ta ry Ad mini stration in 194 1, 

rema ining in force unti l the Ethiopian-Eritrean Federat ion in 1952. But the Sudan-Ethiop ian 

border, the outcome of the previous Ethio-British negot iati ons concernin g the western border 

with the Sudan between Emperor Menelik and the British Agent in Ethiopia , Lt. Col. 

Ha rrington, was defi ned by the 1902 Treaty. The treaty was wr itten both in Amharic and 

Eng li sh languages. It comprised Five Articles26 

According to Art icle I of the Anglo-Eth iop ian Treaty, 

The frontier between the Soudan and Ethiopia agreed on between 
th e twa Governments shal/ be: the lin e which is marked in red on 
the map annexed to this treaty in duplicate and troced from Khor 
Um Hagar to Gal/abat, to the Blue Nile, Baro, Pibor and Akobo 
Rivers, to Melile th ence ta the in tersection af the 6'" degree north 
latitude with 35'" degree longitude East of Greenwich. 27 

According to Artic le II of the Treaty, 

The bOlindC/i)' as de.fined in Art. I, shall be delimited and 
marked on the ground by aioint BOllndCII), Commission. "'hieh 
shall be nominated by the tll'O High Contracting Parties. lFho 
shall notify the same to their subjects ajier delimitation28 

16 Edward Ull endorff, "The Anglo-Ethiopian Treaty of 1902" in Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African 
Studies, University of london Fiftieth Anniversary, Volume XXX, part III (1967), p.641. 

" Ibid., p. 643. 
28 Hertslet, p. 431. 
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The Tripartite annex to th is treaty was des igned to adjust and mod ify the Ethiopian-Eritrean and the 

Sudan-Eritrean fronti ers and superseded a previous provis iona l agreement entered into by Britain and 

Ita ly in 1900_ 129 The treaty was prepared in Amhari c, Itali an and En gli sh languages and signed by His 

Majesty the Emperor of Ethi opia, Meneli k II , Major Ciccocli cao la. the Ital ian Min ister in Ethiopia, and 

Lieutenan t Colonel Harrington , His Britan nic Majesty's Agent in Eth iopia. The treaty was composed of 

two Arti clesJ O 

According to Arti cle I of the treaty. 

The .fi·ontier Treaty between Ethiopia and Eritrea previousl)' 
determined by the line Tomat- Todilic is mutually modified in the 
.following manner: 

Comll1encing Ji"01l"l the junct ion 0/ the Khor UII1 Hagar with the 
Setit , the nelV ./i"ontier .follows this river to its junction lvith the 
A1aietebe . .foi/owing the laller's course so as to leave AI/aunt Ala 
Tacura 10 Eritrea Cine/joins the J\1areb as ilsjuJ7Cl iol1l1Jilh the 1\40i 
AlI1bessa. 

The line/i'om thejunction o./the Setit and Maieteb to thejunctian 
a/the Mareb and Mai Ambessa shall be delimited by Italian and 
Ethiopian de legates so that the Canama [Kunall7a) tribe belongs 
to Eritrea]1 

According to Arti cle II of the treaty. 

The ./i"ontier between the So udan and Eritrea instead o.f that 
delimited by the English and Italian delegates by the Convention 
of the 16'" April, 1901, shall be the line which Ji"om Sabderat is 
traced via Abu Jamal [Abu Gamcd) to Ihe junction 0/ the Khor 
Um Hagar with the Setit ]1 

29 Utlendorff, p. 64t . 
30 Ibid. , p. 647. 
31 Hertslel , p. 433 . 
32 Ullendorff. p. 649. 
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Great Britain 's rat ifi cat ion of the Anglo-E thiop ian Treaty was presented to Empero r Mene lik 

on 281h October 1902. In December 1902, Majo r Gwynn left Kha rtoum to act as Sudan 

Commissioner in the demarcat ion of the Sud an-Eth iop ian border. 3J 

Article II of the Anglo-E th iopi an Treaty o f 1902 stated that th e line de li m ited should be 

demarcated by office rs of the two govern ment s. But what happened was th at Major Gwyn n 

alone trave led th e who le front ie r from the Satit to the Baro d urin g the spring and earl y 

summer of 1903 3
' Major Gwyn n, the Br iti sh Boundary Commiss io ner, demarcated the line 

(with heaps of ston es) and a General Descripti on was constructed an d s igned by him, dated 

June 27, 1903 35 

33 Marcus, p. 94. 

In this demarcation, the line Gwynn actually marked out 
departed/i'om that marked in red on the treaty map in several 
places/or reasons IIIhich he alone thought adequate. and in a 
way which he thought roughly balanced out and lIIas, thus, 
generally, ./i:lir to each state. 36(,<;ee )vfap 5) 

31\ David Hamilton, "Ethiopia's Frontiers: The Boundary Agreements and their Demarcation, 1896-1956," (PhD 

Thesis in Political Science, Ox ford University, 1974), p. 303. 

3S Ian Brownlie, African Boundaries: A Legal and DiplomaUc Encyclopedia (London: C. Hurst and Company, 

1970), p. 857. 
36 Hamilton, p. 303. 
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Map 5: Frontier Line on Treaty Map __ _ 

Frontier Demarcated -----------------

The Sudan-Ethiopia boundary as agreed on 1902, showing the deviations to this line 

incorporated in Gwynn's Demarcation of 1903 
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Source: Hertslet, p,437 

In the middle of November 1902 Menelik, according to Gwynn, had told Harrington that he 

would allow Gwynn to represent Ethiopia's interests if he was appointed to represent Sudan's 

interests in the boundary demarcation_ However, there is no official order or signed appointment 

emanating from the Ethiopian government which has ever been found to support Gwynn's 

c1aim.37 It seems likely that Gwynn's claim was true because otherwise Menelik ' s officers on the 

borders would not have allowed Gwynn to work as he did. Those officials must have received 

some instructions from Menelik but these instructions have disappeared.38 

37 Ibid., p. 305. 
'" Archives of North Gondar Zone Administration Office. Folder IES MS 1872, "Ya Gwynn Wikilna", Qitse 3, Tikimt 

1975 E.e, p. 139. 
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Though the Gwyn n line of 1903 was represented on orficial Briti sh maps of the Sud an, at various 

times Ethi opia later contested the demarcation by Gwynn and argued tha t the unilateral 

procedure did not bind her. However, the Ethiop ian government did not contest the validity of 

the 1902 treaty. The areas that we re affected by the difference of view we re the EI Fashaqa 

triangle and the region of Siitit-H umara. 39 

The Sudan became independent on January I, 1956."0 In February 1956 d iplomatic relations 

between Ethiop ia and independent Sudan began. Wh en thi s relation was initiated the Eth iopian 

government was hop ing to strengthen the historica l and cu ltura l ti es between the two cou ntri es . 

Both cou ntri es soon rai sed their diplomatic representation I'rom li aison orficers to the leve l of 

embassies." In order to promote cord ia l relat ions between the two s iste r countries a Sudanese-

Ethiopian Society was estab lished in November 1956 with members in both countries42 

Nevertheless, Ethi opia faced border probl ems with Sudan because of the Gwynn line which 

Ethiopia challenged and in any case was not even clear on the groun d. A newly independent 

Sudan was perhaps like ly to be more strongly nationali st and in transigent about territory than a 

colonial British administrat ion in the Suda n. Then the situati on was worsened by other polit ical 

antagoni sms as described below. 

The Nile waters quest ion was at times conten tious between Ethi op ia and the Sudan , as when on 

Nov.8, 1959 Egypt and the Sudan signed an agreement fo r the full utili zation o f the N il e waters 

between them. Th is was a unil atera l agreement wi thout Ethiopia 's parti c ipation.'13 

39 Srownlie, p. 857; Addis Zamon, Hamle 1, 1959 E. c., p. 5. 
40 Brownlie, p. 856. 

" The Ethiopian Herald, February 11, 1956, p.l 
42 {bid. 

43 Teferi Mekonnen, "The Eastern Nile Water Issue: A History of Con trad iction, Mistrust and Attempts at 
Cooperation, 1950s to 2002" (PhD Thesis, Department of History, Addis Ababa 2013), p.123. 
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The outbreak of civi l wars in southern Sudan in 1955 as well as in Eritrea in 1962 became 

obstac les to the fri endl y diplomat ic relat ions and the lon g standing frontier trade between 

Ethiopia and the Sudan . Then both neighbori ng countri es began to support and encourage 

cross-bord er guerrill a fo rces from either side. Sudan adopted radica l Arabism from 1964 

onwards and actively encouraged and ass isted Eritrean guerrilla fi ghters. Thi s resulted in 

enm ity between Ethiopi a and Sudan :'" Eth iopia offic iall y denied an y encouragement to South 

Sudanese rebels but offi c ial denial s by governments often indicate that the truth is what is 

being denied. According to Regassa, 

In 1964 the Imperial Ethiopian government A1inistlY of 
Foreign Allairs in a note to the Minishy 0./ the interior 
indicated that the Sudanese government had complained of the 
lack o/ co-operation and assiSlance from Ethiopia to solve the 
problem of the Southern Sudan. The Foreign JvJinisily, 
however. claimed that the South Sudanese re/ilf!:ees were given 
refuge in Ethiopia as long as they never resorted to any 
subversive activity against the SZldanese government. Clnd as 
much as possible Ethiopia had closed her borders to rebels 
who cOlJ1l11illed crimes in the Sudan. ·/5 

On June 29, 1965 the Ethiopian Min ister of Defense warned the Sudanese government to 

stop traffi cking arms into Ethiopia and allowing the Eritrean fighters to open offices in 

Sudan, otherwise, Ethiopia would be forced to respond to such ill egal acts . However, On Jul y 

28, 1965 the two cou ntries agreed to stop activ ities harm ful to each other's national interests 

li ke support for secess ionist movements, transfer and traffi c in arms and hostile propaganda. 

They also agreed to respect boundari es and stop incursions into each other' s territories. 

Before the sign ing of the agreement, "Ethiopia had handed over many southern Sudanese 

44 RegassCl, p. 85. 

" Ibid. , p. 88. 
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refugees fi·om Gambel la to the Sudan .... the Sudan also repatriated ... Eritrean rebe l leaders 

to the Ethiopi an authori ties who were later on hanged. ,,"6 

On July 30, 1965 Ethi op ian and Sudan goodwill mi ss ion met in Addis Ababa and issued a 

joint communique at the end of three-day talks. It stated a determinati on to preserve the unity 

and territori al integrity of each state. Both parti es agreed to respect the boundaries based on 

the treaties, agreements or protocols. They also agreed to estab l ish a .I oin t Consultat ive 

Commi ttee th at could give instructions to a Joint Boundary Commi ss ion.47 

Despi te attempts at reso lving problems between governments, and the fact that both 

governments accepted th e 1902 Treaty, durin g the imperi al peri od the border problem greatl y 

affected farmin g and trade in the area o f my dissertation before and after the independence of 

Sudan. The border guard s in Ethiopia were weak compared to Sudanese border guards. The 

Ethiopian border guards were si mple fanners. While the border guards in Chilga had some 

monthly salary, about 160 border guards in A rmachi ho had no sa lary at all. Al l the bord er 

guard s did not even have any identi ficat ion ca rd . But they had their own guns and were in 

most cases using their guns for loot ing. They had no knowledge of the border line. General ly 

speaking, they were described by the province Director as good for nothing."s 

On 12 Ydkalil 1945 E.C (Febru ary 6, 1953) Sudanese so ldiers crossed the border, came to 

Godabe and took Ddliazmach Rashid to Sudan by force. They took hi s property and 

impri soned him for 3 years. In the same year in A pril Sudanese so ld iers came and took a gun 

" Ibid. , PI'. 88-90. 
"7 The £lhiopian Herold, Jul y 30, 1965. pp. 1 and 5. 
48Archives of th e Institute of Ethiopian Studies, Folder IES MS 2351 a letler from Konazmal t h I3jkjla ZaUilaw, 

Begemeder and Simien Province Director to Ddjazmatch Kifle Ergatu, M inistry of Interior Act ing Mi nister, 
Reference No. 35/1363/57 Miazia 6,1957 f .e" p. 1-2 . 
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from Sheik Abusk in , the Chiqa Slnlin (v illage chief) of Koriidiim by force and went away. On 

Mcigabi/ 28. 1948 E.C (A pri l 6. 1956) Sudanese soldiers met pri est Getu Bitawe ligJl and 

Abd urah man Eshiitu on the Guang River when they werc tra ve lli ng for trade. The so ldiers 

looted their money and took their gun s. They kil led pri est Geru and took Abduriihman with 

them. A bdurahman was taken to pri son. He was released after 3 years in pri son. In March 

1952 E.C . Sudanese so ldiers crossed the bord er and entered Godiibe, A rafa and Barakat 

villages. They took away and impri soned Tiimiisgiin Giibrii Hiwiit and fivc olher people for 7 

months.'J9 On June 2, 1966 (Ginbo/ 26, 1958 E.C) Ethiopian nationals on the border were 

mistreated and harassed by Sudanese armed forces that had illegall y entered the Ethiop ian 

territory of Sat it-Humii ra. They in vaded Ethiopian terr itori es l ike Umbarakit and Lugdi. They 

even came as far as the Rauian Ri ver and detained 337 labourcrs as we ll as farmers. They also 

took 5 modern tractors and 5 wide-level disc harrows. A t the beg innin g of 1959 E.C, the 

farm ers in Siitit- Hum 1ira under the leadership of' QcigliazlIJCicl! Giibrii-Hiwot Tiis fay who was 

the "leba ac!ill1" (thief hunter) of the area at that time crossed the Sudanese border and 

occupied Sudanese land and started fa rming. They also dec ided to take up arms to confront 

Sudanese incursions if necessary. But Ethiopian government troops came and to ld the 

Ethiopian farmers not to confront the Sudanese in vaders but to stay where they were5 0 

On 3 January 1967 Ethiopia and the Sudan agreed among other things to respect and 

recogn ize the status quo along the Ethio-S udanese fi·ontier. The two part ies fu rther agreed to 

allow farmers to farm as they used to along the Et hio-Sudanese f'ron ti er until a .Ioint Boundary 

Commi ss ion compl eted its task of either demarcation or re-demarcation as the case mi ght be. 

49 Mesfin, Werku, and Olhers, p. 4. 
so Atak it t, p. 134. 
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The Sudan side also agreed to release all Ethiopian fa rmers who were deta ined by the 

authoriti es of the Government ai' the Republic of the Sudan and also to return all the tractors 

and all other con fi scated properties and harvest of the Eth iopian farmers, if any. 51 

The tll'O parties. afier revie'l'ing the work 0/ the BOllndmy 
CO/11mission, have agreed that the treaty govel'l1ing the Ethio­
Sudanese Frontier/i'olll Khor UIII Hagar to intersection 0./6'" 
degree 0/ north latitude ",ith the 35'" degree longitude east 0/ 
Green",ich is the treaty 0./ 15 Niay 1902 and its annexed 
map. 52 

Emperor Haile Se ll as ie during hi s visit to Sati t-Humara on I I January 1967 told the Humara 

fanners not to take any acts of revenge against the Sudanese but to stay where they were. He 

stated that there was an understanding between the two cou ntries to solve the border 

prob lem5 3 

Accord ing to the agreement of 3 January 1967 between Eth iopia and the Sudan , the Sudanese 

government released the Et hiop ian farmers and returned al l the tractors and the other 

con fiscated propert ies in 1967 5
" 

Nevertheless, problems continued , and the Sudanese officia l forces seem to have been 

antagonist ic and more aggress ive in the lowland areas. On HidCII' 17-1 9, 1960 E.C (Nov. 26-

28, 1968) Sudanese soldiers crossed the border and en tered Abdarafi repeatedly. They 

impr isoned farmers and looted thei r properties. Sudanese fam ers entered Junit in Armach iho 

Wtirtida and started to farm the land by claiming that the area be longed to Sudan. Ethi op ian 

border so ldiers then went to the area. They captured the Sudanese fa rmers and their tractors. 

" The Ethiopian Herold, January 4,1967, p.l. 
" tbid., p. 5. 
53 Addis Zaman, Tir 3, 59 E. C, p. 1 

" Alakitl, p. 135. 
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Fina ll y, however, fea ring reta li ation from the Sudan , the Sudanese fanners were released wi th 

th ei r tractors, after bei ng made to sign that they wo uld pay fines, whi ch in fact they were not 

5-
reall y expected to pay. ) 

Sudanese so ldiers al so repeatedl y harassed Ethiopian fa rmers in Satit weirdc/o by cross ing the 

border. Ethiopian officia ls in GondaI' asked the centra l government to release a budget in order 

to recruit 300 more rapid deployment fo rces in add iti on to those 500 who were on the border. 

Accord ing to a diary of Lieutenant Co lonel Tamirat Yigezu, the Governor General of 

Begemeder and Si mien, Ethiopia had onl y a small police fo rce along the border compared to 

Sudan which had inherited a stron g army, better infrastructure and bette r local admin istrat ion 

from the Brit ish colonial admini stration. The fe rt ile Eth iopian northwest lowlands on the 

Sudanese border were therefore not secu re56 We should remember, however, that Eth iopia 

cou ld be aggress ive across the border. In the southern Sudan (far to the south of my 

di ssertation area) British adm inistration and armed forces were not large in World Wa r I and 

remained smal l fo r fi nancia l reasons in the in terwar peri od. As a resul t the southern Sudan and 

Uganda had suffe red heav il y from we ll arm ed Ethiopian raiders who poached ivory, looted 

cattl e and captured slaves5 7 A pri vate travele r Ii·om Khartoum to Tanganyika in 1924 

commented on things on the way. In Mongal la province in southern Sudan, "we had ample 

opportunity for deploring the effi ciency oflhe Abyss inian raiders who come down ... and return 

SSArchive of North Gondar Administration Office, a diary of Lieutenant Colonel Tamirat Yigezu, Governor­

Genera l of Begem eder and Sim ien on the iss ues that were presented to Emperor Haile Sellasie, date Tohsos 13, 
1960 E.C, pp. 1-2. 

56 Ibid., p. 2. 
57 lH.R. Yardley, Porergon or Eddies in Equatoria (London and Toronto: J.M. Dent and Sons Ltd, 1931), pp. 14, 

18 and 19. 

206 



le isure ly with their ivo ry ... enslaving a few hundred wretched Dobossa or Turkana to carry for 

them. Nothing is done about thi s. The loca l [British] offi cials are inadeq uately equipped ,,58 

The Governor Genera l requested the emperor to allow him to bring the lowland waradas into 

one AlI'raja Administration. The wi:ididas he proposed to form into one Awraja were MiiWima 

warada. Quara warada, and Mahbara Selassie Monastery from eh i Iga A wraja, A rmach iho 

warada (only lowland area) from GondaI' Awraja and Satit Warada from Wagara Am·aja. The 

Governor General argued that bringing these wi:iradas in to one CIlvraja was important for 

admin istrative, security and economic purposes. Th is issue was di scussed in the parliament and 

tinally the emperor approved the new administrat ive formation and its necessary budget to start 

as of 1969 (See Map Appendi x xiv)59 However, thi s ad ministrati ve structure was not 

implemented for unknown reasons. 

Relat ions between Ethiopian farmers and Sudanese farmers in the Hum tira area on the border 

were sti ll not good. For instance, on 4,1, September 1969, the Democratic Republic of the 

Sudan, Kassa la Province. Gedaref Di stri ct Poli ce Headquarters, complained that 800 head of 

catt le had been stolen in August 1969 by some Eth iop ians res iding at Abdara fi 60 In 1970 the 

Sudanese government aga in complained that 1500 head of cattle had been stolen by some 

Ethiopians. The Ethi opian pol ice station in Stili t-I-iumara studied the case and finall y found 

some of the said heads of cattl e in Wiilqait. This looting was in fact by Ethiop ian fanne rs who 

sa Mi chael H. Mason, Deserts/dIe {London: Hodder and Stoughton, no date of publication given but probably 

soon after 1924}, p. 62 . 
59 A Diary of lieutenant Colonel Tamirat...,p. 4. 

6°Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder m/299/1/12, Seid Ahmed HU5s ien, 

Superintndent of Police, Gedaref Scheme to Imperia l Ethiopian Govern men t, Humara Governor, 4th of 

September 1969, pp. 1-2. 
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at times engaged in banditrl' and were behavi ng in acco rdance with long-standing border 

tradition act ivities when opportunity offered. 

On March 1971 , the Mi ni sterial Consultat ive Com mittee of Eth iopia and the Sudan met in 

Khartoum and agreed to strengthen th ei r relations in a ll field s and to help the Ministerial 

Committee; a Commi ss ion from the two countri es ' reg ional Govern or Generals wou ld work in a 

new sp irit. They a lso agreed to form the Boundary Comm iss ion of both coun tri es as soon as 

poss ible. The head of the Ethiop ian delegation to Khartoum was Ala Ketema Yifru, Min ister of 

Fore ign Affairs. A Join t Study Group of ex perts trave ll ed by ri ver transport on the Baro, Akobo 

and Sobat then met in Addis Ababa to wo rk for the expansion ofb il ateral trade in the region62 

In 1972, Pres ident Ni meiri accepted negotiations I'"or a peace process with the southern rebel 

group known as Anyanya or Anya-Nya I ( 1955- 1972) (Anyanya took its name fro m a kind of 

poisonous snake). Eth iopia played a good role in negotiating the 1972 Addis Ababa peace 

process. Ho wever, a ne w separatist movement known as An yan ya II (1972- 1 987) started the 

second Sudanese c ivi I war. Neverthe less, the Sudan peace agreement helped Eth iopia to create 

good relations for a time with Sud an . Foll owi ng the peace process I)res ident N imeiri of the 

Sudan tr ied to med iate between Ethiopia and the Eri trean rebe ls. However, th is was in va in 

because Haile Selass ie was reluctant to en ter the peace process63 

61 Archive of North Gondar Administration Office, Folder 0) /299/1/12 Wagara Awraja Tsatita, Humara Wdrdda 

Police to Wagara Awrojo Police, No. W2/1070/61, 4/1/62 E.C, p. 1; A letter from Begemidir and Simien Provincial 
Police to Walqait Warada Governor, No. 3749/29/907, 29/1/62 E.C, p. 1; Begemeder and Simien Deputy 
Governor-General to Walqai t Warada Governor, No. 209/4206/12 Tikim t 3, 1962 E. C , p. 1. 

" Addis Zaman, Magobil 18,1963 E. C, pp.1and 5. 
63 Regassa, p. 95. 
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On Magabil 30, 1964 E.C (March 9. 1972). a meet ing of high leve l government offic ials of 

Ethiopia was held. The pr incipa l parti cipants were as follows: 

I. Ala Getahun Tessema, Inte ri or Min ister. Chairman 2. Lieutenant General Kebede Gebre, 

Defence Minister, Member 3. Dr. Minase Hai le, Foreign Mini ster, Member 4. Dr. Tesfaye 

Geberezgi, Information Min ister, Member 5. Dajazmach Tsehayu Inquse lass ie, Governor-

General of Keffa, Member and 6. Lieutenant Colonel Tamirat Yigezu, Governor General of 

Begemeder and Simien , Membe r. 

Ex perts were also in the meeting to suppl y informat ion to the meeting. These experts were: 

I. Waizaril Yodit Imiru. Sta te Minister of the Ministry of Foreign Affai rs 2. Ala Legese Bezu, 

State Min ister of Ministry of Interior 3. AIO Getachew Kibrct, Legal Adviser of the Ministry of 

Fore ign Affairs 4. Dr. Bereketeab 1-11 Selassie, Lega l Adviser of the Ministry of Interior 5. Ato 

Mengestie Desla, Ambasado r, Ministry of Fore ign Affai rs 6. Fitcllvrari Kebede Desta, Governor 

General and Mayor of Bahir Dar A' I'raja 7. Ala Mohammad Hamid Ibrahim, Min ist ry of Foreign 

Affai rs, 8. Ala Getachew T/Mariam, Mini stry of Foreign Affa irs, and 9. Dr. Fiti gu Tadesse, 

Min istry of Foreign A ffa irs 10. Ala Taye Reta , Mini stry of Land Reform , Team Leader I I. Ato 

Seyoum Asgedom. Min istry of Waler Resource, Member 12. Major, Shewaye Ad massu, 

Ministry of Inte lli gence, Member 13. Major Tesfaye Wolde Selassie, Ministry of Defense, 

Member, and 14. Ala Wuhib Mulneh Mini stry of Fore ign Affairs, Mcmber.M 

611Archive of the Institute of Ethiopian Studies, Folder IES MS 2351M inute of a Meeling of High Level Government 

Officials in the Min istry of Interior, M6gobit 11, 1964 E.C, pp. 1-2. 
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The objective of the meeting was to di scuss the Ethio-Sudan border in order to have a clear 

stand as ordered by the emperor6 5 In the ir final di scuss ion , they decided to accept Major 

Gwyn n's demarcation line after assess ing the report of Eth iop ian bo rder experts. They rea li zed 

that Ethio pia had ga ined mo re than 600 sq. kms. of land from the 1903 and 1909 demarcat ion of 

major Gwynn, the Border Comm issioner66 (See the followin g Tables) . It wo ul d have been 

better fo r the Et hiopian government to have accepted the Gwynn line ea rli er. 

Ta bl 8 e2 : Lan dEl I llOpHl g all1e d k or ost 111 sq. ' illS. b asee on t lC I 90' D J cmarcatl oll 

Area Land left to Sudan (in Sq.kllls) Land left 10 Ethiopia (in sq. killS) 

Humara- [\II at talll a 71 247 ---

MtitUima South 264 

On Gojjam sine 7 

On Assosa, Wallaga side 26 32 

On Qel lelll , W.llaga side 759 

On Maji, Kaffa side 585 

Total 9'16 1040 

Difference 94 

T bl 29 L d a e an g~\ll1 e 111 sq. ' 111 5 ase k b d on 1909 I ( cmarcatlQn 

On Maji , Kalfa side 66 582 

Difference 516 

Source for Tables 27, 28 and 29: Archi ves of the Institute of Ethiopiall Studies, Minute ofa Meeting of 
High Level Government Officials, 1\11 inistry of Interior I ES MS 235 1, M6gabit II , 1964 E.e, p. 12 

" Ibid., p. 2. 
66 Ibid., p. 12. 
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T he objective of the meetin g was to d iscuss the Eth io-Sudan border in order to have a c lear 

sta nd as ordered by the empero r65 In th e ir fina l di scuss ion, they dec ided to accept Major 

Gwynn 's demarcation line after assess in g the re port of Ethi opia n border experts. T hey rea li zed 

that Ethiopia had gai ned more than 600 sq. kms. of land from the 1903 and 1909 dema rcat ion of 

major Gwynn , the Border Com miss ioner.66 (See the fo ll owing Tables) . It would have been 

better for the Ethi opi an gove rnm ent to have accepted th e Gwynn line ea rli e r. 

Table 28: Land Ethiopia ga ined or los t in sq . kms. based on the 1903 Demarcati on 

Area land left 10 Sudan (in Sq.klll s) Land left to Ethiopia (in sq. killS) 

HUll1ara-M attam a 71 242 

Maltama So uth 264 

On Gojjam side 7 

On Assosa, Wallaga s ide 26 32 

011 Qellem , W~illaga side 759 

On Maji , Kafta side 585 

Total 946 10'10 

Difference 94 

T able 29: Land gai ned in sq. killS based on 1909 demarcation 

011 Maji , IGilTa side 66 582 

Difference 516 

Source for Tables 27, 28 and 29: Archives oflhe Institute of Ethiopian Studi es, Minute of a Meeting of 
High Leve l Government Official s, Min istry of I tHerior I ES MS 235 1, j\lltigabit II , 1964 E.C, p. 12 

" Ibid., p. 2. 
66 Ibid., p. 12. 
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, 

Note: Th e 1909 demarcation based on Ihe 1907 Treaty all the eastern border of Elhiopi<l was cited to show how 
much in total Ethiopia .. vas gai ning ill border demarcations and therefore shou ld accept both the [903 (for my area) 
and the 1909 demarcation. 

The Minute of the Meeting of the Hi gh Level Govern ment Officials also showed the area of land 

in sq. km s. that was occup ied by Ethi op ian farmers. Acco rding to the offi cials the land that was 

occupied by Ethiopian farmers beyond the Gwynn line in the Sudan was 442 sq. kms. Thi s is 

aga in shown on the fo ll owing Table: 

Table 30: Area ofland that was occupied by the Ethiopian farmers in sq .. kms . 

Beyond the treaty line on HUlllara Side 640 

Beyond the GV"Ylln line on Sati! side LI35 

Beyond the GWYIlIl line on Wallaga side 7 

Total area of land occupied beyond Gwynn li ne (435 + 7) 442 

Source: Archive of the IES, Minute of a Meeting of High Level Government Officials, Min istry of Interior IES MS 
235 1, Mdgabil II , 1964 E.C, p. 13. 

In the southern part of Matlama in Miihbara Selassie Monastery, farm ers had been allotted land 

li·om Martrahad to Marfain that entered Sud an as far as 10 kms. Thi s was in tota l violat ion of the 

Gwynn line. The Ethiopian government feared that thi s wou ld ra ise a furth er serious border 

con frontation , like th e Sa tit prob lem 67 

On the Sati t-Humara side, accordi ng to the Ethiopi an government official s, Ethi opian farmers 

had occupied the fo ll owing areas by crossi ng Gwynn's line: I) Kormur (Kor Umar) 2) 

Dabalob 3) Miael Meda 4) Alkhadra 5) Radam 6) Lugd i 7) Galae Za rafe 8) Kuma 

9) Miichach 10) Banat I I) Galae Nahal, and 12) Neguara. 

67 Ibid. , p. 14. 
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The total number of fa rmers was 283 . or these, 133 were tractor-owni ng f11rmers and 150 were 

oxen fanners. In northern Abdara fi between the Angarab Ri ver and Gelae Lu ban Mou ntain 

Ethiop ian fa nners occu pied about 85 sq. kms. Among the farmers, 3 of them were tractor-

owning fa rmers and more than 15 of them were e ither tractor-rent ing or oxen farmers. Generally 

speakin g, the land that was occupied by the Ethiop ian fann ers from the Rau ian River up to the 

Angarab River was 767sq.kms. Of thi s lanel. the area that was conduc ive to f'armi ng was 726 

sq.kms. The fa rmers on Satit-Humara side had in vested Birr 16, 487,000 in fa rming thi s land. 

The fa rmers on Abdarafi side had also invested Birr 17,270, 100. The farmers in both areas had 

in vested a tota l of Birr 33,757, 100. In view of all thi s, the hi gh level government offic ial s 

proposed to accept Gwyn n's 1903 demarcation line. They also suggested a compromi se with the 

Sudanese government on the areas beyond the Gwyn n line that were occu pied by the Ethiopian 

farm ers68 

Wh y did the Ethi op ian fa rmers go beyond the Gwynn lin e? Accord in g to the Ethiop ian 

Government high level offi cia ls, the Ethiopian fa rmers went beyond the Gwyn n line for the 

fol lowing reasons: ( I) The need of farm land ; (2) the farmers, and also government officia ls, did 

not know where the Gwynn line was; and (3) It was so easy for the farmers to ra ise cash crops 

across the line69 

On 18 Ju ly 1972, Dr Minase Haile. the Mi ni ster of Foreign A ffa irs, presented proposals on the 

boundary issues to the Sudanese government on beha lf of Ethiop ia. 

68 Ibid., pp. 17-2 1. 
69Ibid., p. G. 
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In the proposals, Ethiopia declared the basic acceptance of A1ajor 
Gwynn 's demarcations on the basis of the 1902 and 1907 treaties 
"" however, lVith doubts of the issues concerning the validity (jf 
Gwynn 's demarcation. As regards the boundclI), north (j/the Salit 
River, Ethiopia had accepted the Tablotl Martinelli demarcation 
(j/Februmy 1903 (as supplell1ented in 1916) as the bOllndmy line 
as far as Jebel Abu Gall1ct!, which is the present day boundm), 
between the Sudan and Eritrea, For the pU/poses of re­
demarcation, Ethiopia proposed the division (jf the boundmy 
south (jfthe Selit river into two parts, nall1ely, the boundm), south 
(j/Mount Daglish and north of it70 

The Ethio-Suda n Mi nisteri al Consultat ive COllllllittee convened a Ill eeting In Addis Ababa on 

Jul y 25, 1972. The two sides settl ed the parti ally unsett led boundary prob lem between the two 

countri es. The representati ves of the two parti es were led by the fore ign ministers of the two 

states, namely, Dr Mansur Ka lud. the IOore ign Mi ni ster of the Sudan and Dr Minase Hail e, the 

Foreign Mini ster of Ethiopia. The Ill eeti ng was held in a fi'iend ly manner to fin d a peaceful 

so lution to the long-standing pro bleill . They also agreed to strengthen the ir trade relations. 

According to the join t communique, both govern111 ents a lso agreed to reta in the Tablot-Martinelli 

demarcation li nes of February 1903 from north of Satit up to Abu Ga111ai. Basica ll y they agreed 

to accept Gwynn's demarcation line north of the Satit Ri ver. Concern ing the frontier south of 

Deg li sh Mountain , th e two parti es dec ided to re-delimit in the future and when the time came 

both agreed to in vite the Kenya n gove rnill ent to pa rti cipate. As for Sat it, the two sides 

determ ined to respect and recognize the status quo and decided to organize a spec ial c0 111111i ttee 

to 111ake a survey and stud y the culti vated areas of the nationals of the two pa rri es. Ifany problem 

arose in the future the Govern or Generals of the two borde r countries were to ld to meet, di scuss 

70 Regassa, pp. 1 10- 1 I I . 
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and so lve problems 7 1T he Kenyan gove rnm ent app reciated the Ethi o-Suda n agreement and the 

inv itatio n to Kenya to parti cipate. 72 

Both Ethiop ia and Sudan were ready to demarcate their borde r. The Technical Commiss ioners 

who were ass igned by the Ethiopian govern ment to demarcate th e border togethe r with the 

Sudanese Techni cal Com miss ioners were: 

I. Ala Getachew Kibret, Min istry of Fore ign Affairs, Chairman 

2. Alo Taye Reta, Min istry of Interi or, Member 

3. Ala Admassu Gebre H iwet, M ini stry of Land Reform , Member 

4. Ala Weide Mariam Gebre Hi wet, Min istry of Interior, Member 

5. Ala Wuhib Mul uneh , Mi nistry of Fore ign A ffairs, Member 

6. Ala Tesfa ye A lemayeh u, Min istry of Land Refo rm , Membe r 

7. Ala A lemayeh u Mekonnen , Ministry 0 f Interior, Member 

8. Major Tesse ma HI Geb ri e l, Mi n ist ry of Defence. Member 

9. Lieutenant A lebachew Wond Yirad , Begemeder and Sim ien Province, Siiti t-Hum iira Wtirada 

T Governor, Member ' 

In ord er to demarcate the border a budget that amo unted to Birr 48 ,252,9 18.22 was needed . The 

share of the Eth iopian governm ent was Birr 22,181 ,328.22 and the share of the Sudanese 

71 Addis Zeiman, Howle 23. 1964 E.C , p. 9. 
" Addis Zalllan, Nalllie 26. 196·/ E.C, p. I. 
7~A rc h ive of the Ethiopian Inst itute. Folder IES MS 235 1 an urgent secret leiter II"om Gelahllil Tassamct , 

Minister of Interior to TsahaT'ca= Aklilu Habtawold, Prime Minster. 22/2 111 2, Siine 12. 19G5 E.c. p. 1. 
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government was Birr 16,000,000. The remain in g Birr 10,071 ,590 was to be covered by the 

technica l assistance of the government of Finl and 74 

The cost of demarcat ion to the Eth iop ian gove rnment was large r than the cost to the Sudanese 

governm ent because of the foll owing reasons. 

( I) There was poor infrastructure on the Ethiopian side of the bo rd er compared to Sudan; (2) the 

Eth iopian roads in the border area were impassable for wheeled traffi c for the Ethiopian 

Technica l Commiss ioners. It was necessary to clear the roads with bul ldozers ancl graders, doing 

whi ch was costly; (3) Ethiopia did not have skilled surveyors and necessary machinery for 

surveying compared to Sudan and (4) the previous demarcati on of the border area from Satit 

Ri ver to Ras Casar between the Eritrean province and Sudan was not complete and it needed Birr 

5,000,000. 75 

After the outbreak of the Feb ru ary 1974 Ethi opian Revo lution, the relations between Ethiopia 

and Sudan becam e worse and the agreement on the border demarcation was also affected 7 6 

Egypt and the Sudan came together against Ethiopia, regarding it as vulnerable after the 

revo lution and the adoption of Marxism-Leninism. In .Jul y 1976 President Anwar Sad at of Egypt 

and Pres ident JaffaI' el Ni meiri of Sudan made a mu tual defense agreement known as the 

' Charter of In tegrat ion' and in it asserted "the vi tal role played by the il e valley in protecting 

the entire Arab region and the Afri can continen t. '· 77 Their interests we re of cou rse their own, not 

74 Archive of the Ethi opian Institute, Folder IES MS 235 1, a letter frolll Geiahull Tass;iIllCl , Minister of Interior 
to the Parliament about the Elilic-Sudan border demarca ti on, Reference No. 4566122 /-lidcl/' 7, 1967 E.C, p.3. 

75 Ibid., p. 3. 
76 A letter frolll Ate Getahun Tesema , Inlerior Minister to The Coun cil of Ministers in North Gondar Zone 

Archi ve, IES, MS, 2352, Hidar 7, 1967 E.C..1 2. 
77 Tereri , p. 209. 
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those o f " the Afri ca n co nt inent" st ill less Ethiopia and its right to the lil c.7S Relations became 

extremely poor in 1977. In fact w ith Sudanese troops massed a lo ng the Eth iop ian Border, the two 

countries "reached the brin k wa r in January 1977." 79 In April 1977 w ith th e suppo rt of the 

Sudanese governm ent and othe r A rab countries the Eritrean People ' s Liberati on Front (E PLF) 

attacked Tassii nay, Om l-lajar, Nakfa, Afabet. Satit- l-lu miira, Abdara fi and Manama in northern 

and western Ethiopia. T he S udan ese government und er Pres ident Nimeiri, a lso offered every 

fac ility to th e Ethiopian Democratic Uni on (EDU) beca use the Sudanese governm ent wanted to 

v io late the unity and te rritoria l integrity of Ethiop ia 8o 

The Ddrg autho riti es on their pa rt gave a ll -round support to the S uda nese Peop le 's Liberat ion 

Army (SPLA) in ord er to weaken the Ni meiri regime by strengthening th e military muscle of the 

oppos it ion movement. T he Diirg Provided the Sudan ese People 's Liberatio n Army (S PLA) with 

substanti a l m ilitary and logi stic support in its stru gg le agai nst th e Kha rtoum gove rnment. In 

add iti on to milita ry and logistica l support, the Dtirg prov ided th e SPLA with training fac il ities, a 

rad io stat ion and s ites fo r refugee cam ps in Gambe li a and Assosa reg ions. Such ki nds of support 

co ntinued throu ghout the 1970s and 1980s. Wit h th is s ituation , th e re lat ions between Et hiop ia 

and Sudan beca me bitter ly antagoni stic8 1 However, by th e end of the 1970s pe riod Sudanese 

so ld iers d id not come to the Eth iop ian bo rde r and di sturb farming S2 probab ly because the Ddrg 

had created large , well armed forces by the end of the 1970s, so that the bord er was more secure 

than previous ly, and the Dtirg wo ul d be like ly to reta liate stron g ly aga inst armed incurs ions. 

78 Ibid. 
79 Ibid., p. 21 I. 
80 Keesings COnlempOI-a!Y A rchi j'e.')' Week~1' DiclIJ' I?( World Erell ls, Vol um e XX [11 , J Lill i;: 2~1 , 1977, p. 28422 . 
81 Regassa, p. 146. 
S:! In formant s: Sisay. i'kingistu ,and Mandarro 
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7.2 I NT ERNA L POLITICA L AND SECU RITY PROBLEMS 

The tirst hostile reacti o n to th e 1974 Ethi op ian Revo lu tion ca me ['rom nob les and land lo rd s 

whose polit ical and socia l pos ition had been swept away by th e overthrow of the monarchy. 

The nob les and landl ords a lso reacted against the Diirg beca use the ir economi c power was 

destroyed by the land re form of 1975. The a ri stocrati c oppos iti on was organized into the 

EDU. It was fo un ded in Ma rch 1975 under the leadershi p of Ras Mangiisha Seyoum, General 

Naga Higihl and Bilthvtidiid Adii na Ma konan. T he first two were northe rn nob lemen who had 

marr ied granddaughte rs of Emperor Hai Ie Se ll asie. The th ird leade r was a former patri ot, the 

Am'aja governor of Da bat in Go nd aI', and a loya l and fait hful fri end of th e emperor. T he EDU 

gai ned tacit and sometimes open sup port from thc Nimciri gove rnm en t in the Sudan and 

durin g 1975 and 1976 it contro lled much of Gond a 1', espec iall y th e Humara area borderin g the 

Sudan 83 Matttima, Abdarafi , Hu mara and Dabat were un der the EDU between IOebruaryand 

April 1977 but the ED U forces were defeated by th e Ethiopian mil itia fo rce sent to Go nd aI' in 

June-Jul y 1977. The EDU remained acti ve for a tim e in Ti gray8.' 

Two other rebe l groups we re a lso ope rationa l in Tigray. T he T igraya n Peo ple's Liberati on 

Fro nt (TPLF) was set up in Feb rua ry 1975 by a group of left-wing st udents a nd peasants. It 

superseded th e T igray Nati ona l Organi zation that had been creat ed three yea rs earlier. T he 

Ethiop ian Peo ple's Revo lu tio nary Pa rty (E PRP) a fter its defeat in the urban Red Terror 

ca mpa ign retreated to a base in rural eastern Tigray in mi d- I977. The EDU aristocratic leaders 

fa il ed to ga in pop ular support because of the d iv is ions between th em and because th ey were 

ari stocrats and landlord s and the TPLF became more attracti ve to th e people . Finally the EDU 

SJ Clapham, p. 60. 
S-I Mega Asalam i Derijit 7Cirarochin Yonqciltiqtifii Tew/id. Qils!! 2 (lVlega Publ ishers . A.A: 1990 E. C), pp.18-

and 34 
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suffered defeat at the hands of the TPLF. The EP RP was also defeated by the TPLF and 

dri ve n in to Gondar8 5 

The EDU and the Di'irg fought each other in Matlama in 1975, 1976 and 1977. The EDU fo rces 

were in contro l o r Mattama, Kokit. Das, and other areas along the border. In 1977, in its fight 

against the Di'irg, the EDU was supported by the elements of the Sudanese regular army. 

However, the DCirg com plete ly de feated the EDU forces at the end of August 1977 . In the 

fi ghting almost all houses, bus iness premises, and churches and mosq ues were destroyed86 

Even after the de feat and co ll apse of the EDU forces, GondaI' Prov ince as a whole was not 

stab le. The Di'irg continued its struggle with other armed groups like the EPRP, TPLF and 

EPLF87 The different Eritrean poli tica l groups "merged together in 1972 to form the Eritrean 

Liberation Front and Popular Liberat ion Forces (ELF- PLF), reconstituted as the Eritrean 

Peo ple' s Liberation Forces (E PLF) the fol lowing year. ,,88 From the ea rl y 1970s two rival 

po lit ical organ izations, The Eri trean Liberat ion Front or Jabha and the Eritrean Popular 

Liberation Forces or Sha 'biya fou ght for sup remacy. The "E PLF emerged as the dominant 

fo rce in 198 1. ,,89 

A fte r the outbreak of the 1974 Ethio pian Revolution, Abdara fi became a batt leground between 

three opposing forces: the Dcirg. the EDU and the Ethi opian ErR P. But the fa rmers' 

cooperati ves ex isted until the beginning of'the 1980s. Most orthe rarmers hacij oined the EDU 

but some of them left in 1977 fo r the Sudan. Other cooperative farmers remained. Wakshum 

" Ibid.. 
86 Oessalegn Bi zuneh, pp. 49-50. 
S7 Ibid., p. 5 1. 

5S Bahru, A H isfOl),q/lvluderl1 Ethiopia ... . p. 220. 
89 Bahru, The Ql!esl/orSocialis/ Utopia The £Ihiopion Sludel1l MOI'elllenl c. 1960-197-/ (Addis Ababa: Addis 

Ababa Uni versi.y Press, 20 1'1), p. 70. 
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NawaUi, hi s brother Naga Nawata and the ir uncle Billlli.idi.id Adana Makonan, prominent EDU 

members who were also cooperative fa rmers, were ki ll ed in 1983 at different batt les. Naga 

Nawata was killed by the Di.irg forces and Bilwi:idi.id Adana Makonan and Wakshum Nawatii 

were strongly bel ieved to have been ki ll ed by the EPRP forces. BillVi.idi.id Adana·s two 

grandsons and hi s key supporters during hi s struggle, Sil ashi Iyassu and Mulu Iyassu, were 

also kill ed by the Di.irg fo rces. 90 

In May 1975 the EPLF attacked Om I-I aja r and Sat it-Humara and robbed properties from the 

town and far mlands. The armed fa rmers in Sati t-Humara resisted th is robbery91 General ly 

speakin g, between 1975 and 1977 there was no peace and stability in Satit-I-Iumara, Abdara fi 

and Mattama areas. Farmers we re insecure. They we re not able to se ll their crops owing to lack 

of markets and insecure roads. The marketing system suffe red badl y. The pr ices ma inly fo r 

cotton and sorghum fell. On the other hand , the prices for di fferent other cO l11m odities 

skyrocketed. For instance, fuel. sugar, onions. red peppers. whea t nour, soft drinks and other 

consumer goods we re scarce and ex pensive . Eighty percent of the hotels, tea rooms and 

drinking houses in Humara and its surrounding areas were closed n 

Unti l 1976177 the Wa lqa it Sat it-Humara Farmers Mult i-Purpose Cooperative soc iety, the AI-

Khad ra Farm, the Armachiho-Godabe-Abdarafi Farmers Mu lti- Purpose Cooperative Society 

and the Mattama Mahbara Sellasie Fanners Mult i-Purpose Cooperati ve Society and the other 

fannetrs ' Assoc iations were not affected by the 1975 Land Proclamati on. They were all acti ve 

90 Liku, see pages 242-243 . 247-249, and 297-299 for flJl1her information. 
91 Alakill , p. 137. 
92 Archi ve of North GondaI' Zone Administrat ion Office. Folder ('/1 91 -Li 111(1\ Bank. A letter from Sat it -H lItllara 

Warada Commu1lity Deve lopment to GOllelnl' Provincial COllllllUllily Development. 17.'7> /67 E.C.. p. 1. 
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and were funct ioning under pri vate control. 9
) It was in 1976 that Mark (the loca l people also 

used to ca ll him Marco) Sideris, the Greek national ancl th e General Manager of the AI Khad ra 

Fa rm who had come to Ethiopia from Egypt di sliki ng the Egypt ian "socia list" revolution, 

again now fled through the Sudan di sliking and hating Ethiopian "socialism". His properties 

were confi scated by the Darg 9
" When the Dtirg de ['eated the EDU, the tractor owners of the 

Humara, Abda rafi and Maltama cooperative farmers left for the Sudan on Stine 5,1969 E.C. 

(June 12, 1977) with all the ir tracto rs and other important and va luable propenies to live there 

as pol itical refugees leav ing onl y the oxen fa rmers95They a lso ned beca use unemployed 

peop le fro m the towns, whi ch my informan ts ca ll ed "Iumpens", were com ing to th e fa rming 

areas steal ing and adding to the greatly disturbed condition 96 

The GondaI' Cotton Ginning and Process in g Factory lacked raw material and became idle. 

(See fu rther information in Chapter 6, 6.4.1. 3. I). Finally, it was national ized on Stine I, 1969 

(A ugust 7, 1977) and given to Gonda I' State Farm on December 10, 1980. Factory workers 

who were di ssatisfied with the Dtirg admini stration went to Sudan afte r the nationalization 

and four other facto ry workers in 1977 were denounced as co unter-revolutionaries and were 

kil led in the " Red Terror,,97 

9 } Arch ive of North Gondar Zone Adm i ni stration Offi ce, Fol der n'~ 91-Limat Ban k, a letter from Agricultural 
and Deve lopment Bank to WSHe Reference No. Ersha/065/68 Ginbot 3, 68 E.C, p.l; Archive of North Gondar 
Zone Adm inistration Office Fo lder ''1), / 0 '/ 281m -Lim a! , a letter fl'olll Satit- Hulll iira Farmers to Begclllcder and 
Simien Provi ncial Administration, HClIlIle 24, 1968 E.C, pp. I-2. 

94 Application letter from Hurnara farmers namely, Adugiia Ambaw, Mamay Smay, Tadass~i Kabiida and others 
(8 in number) to Major Naga~h Ta5fa T5ion, Representative oflhe Dtirg in HUI1l ~i ra , Tahsas 10,68 E.C., p. I. 

95 AI.ki ll , p.138. 
%lnforl11anI5: Si5ay, Aba ra, Tibebu and Taka. 
97 Archive oflhe Public Enl erprises TrUSlee Board , Folder \~UD·I,·}tJ:" 1:\(1" :" .t':C:p:··)',:r- Qt\Y.6, (lC.t':~"'/1. 

uD;J1I'1 Box File No. 133, File No. 5-9 MUDIlC.(' n·" 1';J ·tl l ' II'U:' :" ~' l'llt· {.7'C·( uo·7~ "''1. 
,1d ·iJ'.C h·,,{f17 Cf II ·C .r I1OJ'6':'{ 11,/J'.T/ll1 (A report from the Cha irman .. , pp .2-3. 

220 



, 

and we re functi on ing un cleI' private contro l93 It was in 1976 th at Mark (th e loca l peop le a lso 

used to call him Marco) Sideri s. the Greek nati onal and th e General Manager of th e Al Khadra 

Farm who had come to Eth iop ia from Egypt d is liking the Egypt ian "socia li st" revo lution, 

aga in now fl ed thro ugh the Sudan dis li ki ng and hati ng Ethi op ian "socia lism". Hi s properti es 

were confiscated by th e Darg94 When the Dtirg defeated the EDU, the tractor owners of the 

l-lumara, Abdiirafi and Miittiima cooperat ive fanne rs left tor the Sudan o n Stine 5, 1969 E.C. 

(J une 12, 1977) wi th a ll their tractors and o the r important and va luable properties to live there 

as po liti ca l refu gees leav ing onl y th e oxe n l'armers9ST hey a lso fl ed beca use un employed 

peo ple from the towns, which my in fo rm ants ca lled ·' Iu mpen s", were coming to the fann ing 

areas steal ing and addin g to the greatl y d isturbed cond ition 96 

T he Gondar Cotton Ginning and Processing Factory lacked raw mate ri a l and became id le . 

(See further in formation in Chapter 6, 6.4.1 .3. 1). Fin al ly, it was nationalized on Stine I, 1969 

(A ugust 7, 1977) and g iven to Go nd aI' State Farm on December 10, 1980. Factory wo rkers 

who we re di ssatisfied with th e Dtirg admi ni stra ti on went to S ud an afte r the nationa li zati on 

and four other facto ry wo rkers in 1977 were denounced as counter-revo lutiona ri es and we re 

kil led in the " Red Terro r,,97 

9JArchive of North GondaI' Zone Adm inistration OlTice, Folder 0 ') 91 ~Lilllat Bank, a lener from Agricultural 
and Development Bank to WS HC Reference No. Ersha/065/68 Ginbot 3. 68 E.C, p.l; Archive ofNorlh GondaI' 
Zone Admini stration Office Fo lder ')h/ tl'i 28/rn -Lil11<lt, a letter frolll Satit-H ulllara Fa nners 10 Begemeder and 
Simien Provincial Admin istration, Hall/Ie 24, 1968 E.C, pp.1-2. 

1).1 Appli cation letter from I-iumara farmers namely, Aduglia Ambaw, Mama), Balay, Tadnssa Knbndn and others 
(8 in number) to Maj or Naga~h Tasfa Ts ioll , Representati ve of the Dtirg in l-Iulllara, Tahsas ! O. 68 E.C., p. I. 

I)'> Alakitl , p.1 38. 

%Informants: Sisay, Abara, Tibebu and Taka. 
97 A rchive of lhe Publ ic Enterprises T rustee Board, Folder rao'i'~/() '( t.~.r/IJ ') ' J':c:():··r:,y. Qt'\ .\'.(.. n c.<':-·~'i. 

"";! tn Box Fi le No. 133, Fi te No. 5-9 MauIl C.en·l, \';J ·t ll 'JI'7p:· ·i s rll t.· t7c·i· UD"IrI "'·/. 

, I'I ·~·H·.C h·I·o1le; II ·C.e 7,0)· t·:(: 7, .0'.:'--7111 (A report rrolll the Cha irman '" pp.2-3. 

220 



, 

The boom in pri vate co mmerc ia l agri culture in Satit- Hum ara, Abda ral·j and Matlama was 

abruptly ha lted. The large private estates of Satit-H umara were taken over as state fanll s9S 

T hough the sta te farm tried its best to practi ce modern agri culture in Humara from 1978-1982 

the result was di sa ppo int ing as was d iscussed in chapter 6. 

98 Clapham, p. 104. 
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FI NA L CONCL USION 

Many Afri can co untri es have eco nomies strong ly dominated by th e agr icultural secto r. 

Agricu lture generates a s ignificant proportion of th e G ross Domesti c Product (GO P). It still 

prov id es employment for th e major ity of A fr iea 's peo ple, but in vestm ent in the secto r rema ins 

low. One of the key issues to success ful deve lopment in As ia and Latin Ame ri ca has been 

mechani zation. By co ntra st, the use of tracto rs in sub-Sa haran Afri ca (SSA) remains very lim ited. 

In most Afri can countri es the re will be mo re urban dwellers than rural o nes in the course of the 

next two to three decades. It is critical to ensure food secu rity for the entire popu latio n but feeding 

the in creas ing urban popu lation ca nnot be assured by an agri cultura l system that is largely 

dominated by animal power and hand too l technol ogy. Mecha ni zat ion was a lso s low to come in 

Ethi op ian agriculture . 

My study areas. both Abdarafi and Maltama. are parts o f the western lowlands extendin g 

from north western Eritrea to the Gambela a rea and furthe r south. Mala ri a was rampant 

durin g the ra in y season and early settl ement was deterred by hi gh mortality rate from 

ma laria and other di seases. T hi s serious problem fo r a lon g time prevented ne ighborin g 

hi ghl ande rs fro m ex plo it ing th e land on a permanent sett lement bas is. In th e Ethi o-Sudan 

bound aries, the A I Khadra Farm, managed by Marco S ideri s, began modern agricu ltu re in 

Sat it-Humara after the libe rat io n. 

Following the examp le of the AI Khadra Farm, man y people ca me to Satit-Humara and 

converted the la nd which th ey had previousl y thought to be use less to a h ighly product ive area. 

Such agricu ltural acti vi ti es a lso inspired other Awrajas and Wiiriidas in the th en Begemeder 

and Simien pro vince. Good examples of th ese were Abdarafi and Malliima. Befo re the 1960s 
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human settlement in Abdarafi and Mattma was scarce. After the 1960s, people started oxen 

far ming in both areas . 

The fa rmers saw the rormat ion of fa rmers· cooperatives as an advantage because they faced 

lack of capital and the traditional credit system (shell system) demanded a very hi gh interest 

rate. They were also forced to se ll their products to the surrounding merchants at a lower price. 

It was thi s and other prob lems that led the farme rs to turn to modern credit in sti tutions. 

With the help of the Ministry of National Com munity Development and Socia l Affairs mu lt i­

purpose fanners' cooperati ves were establi shed in Abdara fi and Mattama . In terms of modern 

agri cu ltura l coverage and yea rs of establi shmen t, Satit-Humiira, Abdiiraf"i , and Miittiima­

Mahbara Se ll asie were first. second and third respecti vely. 

Th ree di fferent farm s we re estab l is hed in A bdarafi. These were A rmach i ho-Godabe-A bdarafi 

Farmers Mu lti -Purpose Cooperat ive Society Ltd. the Police Farm and the Eth iopian Orthodox 

Church Developmen t Comm ission. On the other hand. different famers' associations and 

Mattama-Mahbara Sell as ie Farmers' Multi- Purpose Cooperati ve Society were formed in 

Mattama. They used tractors and benefited very much from duty- free fue l. 

Despite the so i I problem of waterlogging and the probl em of crop pests and animal diseases 

conditions were exce ll ent for growing some rain -fed crops, main ly sesame, COllon and 

sorghum in yea rs when ra infal l was not excess ive. Over 50 per cen t of the land became 

culti vated by tracto!". One major consequence of mechani zed farming in Manama was the 

eviction of the Gumuz people fro m Kok it and Warkamba due to the pressure of newcomers 

from the hi gh lands. The land acquisit ion poses apparent threats to the economic, cultura l, and 

ecological survival of the indigenous Gumuz communities. According to infO!"mants, the 
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Gu muz peop le do not c ul t ivate the ir fi e lds intens ive ly. Rather, they culti vate a given plot of 

la nd for about 3 to 5 years then leave it to li e fal low when a dec line in yie ld is perce ived. 

With in the ir c lan terr ito ry, new land is then cleared and cul tivated in th e sam e way until the 

y ie ld is again seen to dep lete. But the prob lem that seeks so lution is that most of the ir previous 

lands have a lread y been transfe rred to investors and th e rema ining w ill a lso in ev itabl y be g iven 

away. 

The Deve lo pment Bank of Eth iopia (DB E) was one of th e fin anc ial in s ti tu tions engaged in 

prov iding short, med ium and long term deve lopment credi ts . The A IDS made direct loans to 

ind ividual farmers and loans to cooperatives. The loans were long term (3-5 years) and short 

te rm ( I year or less). Long term loans were secured by mo rtgages on t itled urban prope rty. 

Inte rest rates that were charged on lon g term loans were about 91 12 per ce nt. Short term loans 

were given to ind ividual farmers with a persona l gua ranto r. T he in terest rate on short term 

loans was 101 /2 pe r cent. However the inte rest rates we re too hi gh. In most cases the 

coo perati ve fa rmers were not able to retu rn the ir loans to the A ID B at the expected t ime for 

d iffe rent reaso ns. 

Government lands In the borderl ands were un der direct co ntrol of the District Gove rn or in 

most Wdrdc/as. The loca l bcdlaba! was a lso responsible in Tach Arm achiho Wdrdc/a. The 

average s ize of land that was a ll o tted to tracto r farm ers ran ged from 400 to 600 gross hecta res 

per tractor. T he ave rage size o f land that was allot ted to oxen farm ers ranged from 40 to 320 

hectares. In Tach A rm achih o IVdreicia all ocati on of land was usuall y c lea red by th e bcdlabat 

befo re a request was made to th e Di stri ct Governo r. 

Tractor farmers usuall y estab li shed con tacts wi th the District Gove rno r's Office for land 

regi strati on, taxes, and duty- free fue l d istri bution. But th e non-tracto r iarmers dea lt w ith the 
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Qabtille Slnlln for land reg istration and taxes. The Qi:ibi:ille Slnlll1 cla illled labour service frolll 

oxen farillers but not from tracto r fa rill ers. 

Production taxes were the on ly forlll of taxatio n on 1·~II ·l11 in g in the stud y areas . [n Sat it-[-[uillara, 

Tach Annachiho, $agade, and Wa lqait Wari:idas , production taxes were pa id according to an 

est il11ate of assuill ed production Illade by gove rnill ent rep resentati ves. Qi:ihi:ille S/1IIII1S and th e 

fa rillers every [~ve yea rs. 

The croppIng operat ions In parti cularl y Illechani zed fa rillin g we re c[ca rin g, cl eanin g. 

plo ughin g, seedin g, weedin g and harvesting. The seed ing periods of sesallle, cotto n and 

sorghulll were frolll Jun e to Jul y, and fro lll June to the end of Ju[y and fi·olll .lul l' to Septeillbe r 

respect ively. Sesa ille was exported. Cotton was bought by th e different co tton gi nnin g and 

process ing facrori es and sorghum gra in was used lor domestic consumption in the north. 

La rge nUlllbers of seasonal laboure rs we re needed by th e Illechani zed farill ers. About 85 

percent of th e seasona l labo ure rs were rural people who ca ill e to the study areas from the 

hi ghlands of Ti gray, Eri trea, and Bege llJ cder a ll d S inlicll province, I\O I '~ in g unde r iraI'd 

condition s. 

Farm ing in Abdarafi and Miittiillla suffered frolll tran sport difficulties whi ch were on ly s lowly 

illlproved. To minimi ze the prob[elll a new Ba il ey Bridge was constru cted across the Angarab 

Ri ver for the Illlperi al Hi ghway A uth ority. T ir e brid ge servcd [or abo ut 500-600 tractors at thm 

tillle. The fariller 's coope rati ve in Tach A rillachiho and the bcd/abal .s· of the area constructed 

the Abdarafi-Gonda r road th rough contribution. 
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The farming in Maltama a lso suffered (i'om transporl dirfi culti es wh ich we re on ly s lowly 

improved. The eng ineering corps o f the Eth io pian G ro un d Fo rces constru cted a Bailey Bridge 

over the Guang (A tbara) Ri ver and it was co mpleted in 1971. T he eng ineerin g corps a lso 

co nstructed the Ganda Wuha and Nagad e Bah ir Bailey Bridge co nstruc ti on in 1974 . 

In produc ing th e three maj or c ro ps we saw th at fo r va rious reasons th e re were wide va ri ations 

in reported c ro p yie lds. 

The produ cti on o f sorgh um and cotto n decreased because of the inc idence of crop pests and th e 

fall of market pri ce for th ese c rops, but sesa me production remained profitable and production 

rose. There we re marketing and processi ng systems designed to acco millodate the movement 

of sesame, sorghum and cotton. Humiira and Om Hajar were the ma in marketing centres and 

crops went on from th e re . 

The cooperati ves, th e me rchants, the exp0 rle rs an d processo rs we re both mon ey lende rs and 

players of a s ignifi can t rol e in the marketi ng syste m. The Asmara brokers we re th e market 

inte lli gence me n. Anoth e r importa nt parti c ipant in th e system was th e Gra in Boa rd (G B), a 

gove rnm ent regul atory agency that was responsible fo r th e quality of Ethi opi an gra in exports . 

The Grain Corporat ion (GC) had the prim ary objecti ve of stabil izing market pri ces. 

Sesame provided the princ ipa l so lid eco nomic foundatio n fo r the develo pmen t o f Sat it­

Humiira and surroundin g areas. Year to year production a nd exports of sesame ex panded. This 

was mu ch to the benefi t of Eth iopia n fo re ign exchan ge ea rnin gs. In th e 1970s, th e Humara 

area sesame produ cti on accounted fo r 60 to 70 percent of Ethi opian ex p0 rl s of sesame. 

Sesame, ma inl y grown in th e Humara area lo wlands, had drama ti c growth in the wor ld 

market, and was chi en y exported to Japan, Italy and the USA. 
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Sorghum was a stap le food grall1 111 parts of northern Ethiopia. Its market was extremely 

fragmented. There were price flu ctuations in sorghum. 

Until the 1960s, the Humiira and surrounding areas cotton market was monopol ized by the 

Baratto lo Cotton Mi II in Asmara. But after th e improvement the Gondar- Humiira road (1972-

1973), Humiira area cotton was so ld in Gondar. The reconstruction 01'" a bridge across the 

Tiikiize Ri ver was important, and greatl y facilitated crop production as we ll as transport of the 

crops, until , as a resu lt of the Eritrean separati st movement, the road was blocked. 

Ethiopian partially mechani zed farm ing in the area of my dissertat ion was adverse ly affected 

by poor relations for much of the time between Eth iopi a and Sudan . These poor re lat ions were 

the result of Sudanese and Ethiopian support for separati st movements in the neighbor country 

but the Nil e water issue was also a factor. Moreover, the border was not e ffect ive ly 

demarcated or controlled, despi te the treat ies and the Gwynn demarcation wh ich in any case 

the Ethiopian government d ispu ted. Cross-boundary incursion s and reta liation raids were 

frequent. Rea l progress appeared possib le when in 1972 the Ethiopian gove rnment accepted 

the 1903 Gwynn dema rcati on and a fi na l agreed borde r dema rcat ion. However, the 1974 

Revolution in Ethiopia led to worse relations with the Sudan and the ea rli er hopes were not 

fu lfilled. 

The 1974 revoluti on led to worse in terna l instabi lity and fin all y to the co ll apse of cooperati ve 

farming in the area . There was fighting in the area between the Dc;rg, EDU and EPRP. 

Nevertheless, unt il 1980 some cooperati ve fa rming continued. The Ddrg proc laimed a 

sweepll1g land reform in ear ly 1975. Until 1976177 the AI Khadra Farm and the farmer 
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Sorghum was a stap le food grall1 in parts of no rthern Ethi opia. Its market was extreme ly 

fragmented. The re we re pr ice n uctuations ill so rghum . 

Ulltil the 1960s, th e Hum ara and surroulldin g areas COttOIl ma rket was monopo li zed by the 

Barattol o COttO Il Mill ill As mara. But after the improve ment th e Gonda r-Hum ara road ( 1972-

1973), Humara a rea cotto n was sold in Gonda r. The reco ns truction of a bridge across th e 

Takaze Ri ver was important, and great ly fac ili ta ted cro p prod uct io n as well as trans po rt of the 

crops, un til, as a result of the Eritrean sepa rati st movement, the road was blocked. 

Ethiopi an parti al ly mecha nized fa rmin g in the area of my d isserta ti o n was adverse ly a Ffected 

by poor relati ons fo r m uch of the time between Ethiopia and Sudan. These poor re latio ns were 

the resu lt of Sud anese and Eth iop ian support for separatist movements in th e neighbor cou ntry 

but the N il e water issue was a lso a factor . Mo reover, th e bo rde r was not effecti ve ly 

demarcated or co ntrol led, despite the treaties and the Gwynn demarcat ion which in any case 

the Ethiopian governm en t di sputed . Cross-bo un dary incurs ions and re ta liation ra ids were 

freq uent. Real progress a ppea red possib le when in 1972 th e Eth io pia n governm ent accepted 

the 1903 Gwynn dema rcati o n and a fina l agreed border dema rcati on. Howeve r, the 1974 

Revo lu tion in Ethi o pia led to worse re lat ions wit h the Suda n and the ea rli e r hopes were not 

fulfilled . 

T he 1974 revo luti on led to worse inte rnal in stab ility and fin ally to the co llapse of coo perative 

farmin g in the area. There was fi ghtin g in the area between the Dei/g, EDU and EPRP. 

Neverthe less, until 1980 some cooperati ve farmin g contin ued. The Diirg procla imed a 

sweep ing land reform In early 1975. Unti l 1976177 th e AI Khadra Farm and the fa rm er 
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cooperati ves in the lo wlands of north-west Ethiopia we re not affected by the 1975 Land 

Proc lamation. When the Dtirg defeated the EDU in June 1977 , most of the Humara fa rmers 

left for the Sudan with all the ir propert ies . The properties of the A I Kh adra Farm were 

confi scated by the Darg. The Darg' s Red Arm y forced the EDU to evacuate Maltama at the 

end of 1977. The same thing happened in Abdarafi. The boom in pri vate commercia l 

agri cultu re in Siiti t- Humara, Abdiirafi and Mattama was abruptly halted. The large 

mechani zed farm s of Sat it- Humara were take n over as a state farm but the state fa rm fin all y 

co ll apsed . 

Although the agri cultural secto r predominated in the imperial period and still does, the sector 

was mai nl y peasant fa rms using trad itiona l methods for subsistence and with onl y small 

peasant surpluses for sal e. Ethi opia lagged behind in developing commercial agri cu lture on a 

bigger scale and estab li shing even partiall y mechanized agri culture. 

Among the areas where ini tiati ves in estab li shing larger-sca le and partially mechani zed private 

com mercial agri cultu re did take place we re Siitit-Humii ra, Abdara l; and Mattama. These areas 

were suitable for such farmin g despite the problems of cl im ate, hea lth conditi ons, poor 

communications and ava il ab ility of cred it. Cred it continued to be a problem fo r man y farmers 

because of interest rates but some farm ers did make good profi ts. Sa tit-Humara and its 

surrounding areas contributed greatl y, in its sesam e product ion , to Ethiopi a' s agri cultural 

exports and export earn ings . Satit-Humara, Abdiirafi and Miitliima cotton moved Ethiopia 

towa rds se lf-suffic iency in cotton, though se lf-suffic iency was not complete. Sorghum 

production in Sat it- Hu111ara areas added to food suppl y in the north. 
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In the Imperia l peri od, the government encouraged pri vate commercia l agri cul ture in Siitit­

Humara, Abdarafi and Mattama through credit (though thi s remained a problem), low 

taxati on , malar ia eradicat ion (though thi s was too li tt le and did not so lve the problem), crop 

spraying and most effecti ve of all , the new bridge over the Takaze. Satit-Humara, Abdarafi 

and Maltama in the earl y 1970s were showi ng significant progress but mismanagement and 

po litical instab i li ty changed the promi sing situati on for the worse and a legacy of relations 

between Ethiopia and the British co lonial admin istrat ion in Sudan was a dispu ted border. 

The history of partiall y mechan ized pri vate com mercia l farming in Satit-Humara, Abdarafi 

Mattama and other areas like Quara and Qolla Di ba shows the va lue of individual efforts and 

profit incenti ves even under diffi culties and suggest what can be achieved in the agri cultural 

sector as a whole, given continued stability and security and some offi cial encouragement. 

The agri cultural development in the northwestern part of Eth iopian lowlands could only be 

profitab le i fand onl y if a lasti ng so lu tion is given to the Ethio-Sudan border problem. 

In order to advance in prosperi ty Ethiopia needs to increase commerc iali zat ion of agri culture 

by supporting mass ive investments in irri gati on, careful use of fe rtili zer and hi gh-y ielding 

varieties li ke the green revol ution from the late 1960s that benefited countr ies li ke Mex ico, 

Ind ia and the Ph il ipp ines. This should go hand in hand with increasing power inputs, mainly 

in the form of tractors for land preparat ion and diese l engine for irri ga tion. 

Thus, development and modern ization of Ethiopia 's agri cu lture wil l depend to a large extent 

on the transfo rmation of policies for education and entrepreneurshi p. It is argued that fo r 

susta inable agri cultural growth to take place in the short to medium term there is the need to 
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develop urgen tl y mechan izat ion po l icies or adjustments that w i ll set Ethiopia's farmers on a 

sure and sustainab le path to commercial farming. 

Recently large areas of Ethiopian land have been award ed to foreign pri va te individuals or 

compan ies. This policy is supported by argumen ts that (like the cooperatives in my 

dissertat ion) mechanization on bigger farm s can farm more product ive ly. The post-1 99 1 land 

award s have been crit icized for the same reasons as the mechanized fa rmi ng in the Awash and 

in the Ethio-S udan region, and elsewhere, in the imperi al period: the loss of land and righ ts by 

loca l peasants and pastora lists. Moreover, the present concess ions of land to fore igners for 

mechanized farmin g, it has been argued; grow food on ly for forei gn countries and the profits 

go to fore ign countries. The mechanized farming in my dissertation grew food (sorghum) for 

local consumption, earned much foreign exchange for Ethi op ia from sesame and provided raw 

cotton for an Ethiop ian textile industry. In other word s, the cooperati ve farming in my 

dissertation was rea l indigenous development whose benefit went to Ethiopia, whatever the 

other human costs. If land is to be conceded in large blocks for mechan ized fa rm s, should 

Ethiopia not make the concessions to its own nat ionals and ensure that the cou ntry reaps all 

the resulting economi c benefits? The efforts made by indi vidual s and cooperat ives in the 

northwest borderlands in the imperia l peri od should be an exampl e and encouragement. 
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E pilogue 

Most of the Humara, Abdiirafi and Matiimma farm ers o f th e 1960s and 1970s who had bee n in 

the Sudan for a lmost two decad es as political refugees have retu rn ed to Satit- I-Iu mara , Abdarafi 

and Miitamma a fter the downfa ll o f the Darg regime and are now aga in trying to practice 

agriculture. The tractor owners of th e old days have now become oxen farmers and tracto r 

renters. Some of them have boug ht seco nd hand , reco nditi oned sal vaged tractors. They are now 

reviv ing but they have not been ab le to co mpete w ith th e new investo rs in the area so far. T he ir 

e ffo rts cou ld form the subject of fu rth er study on those lowland a reas. 

A very brief note on the current s ituation in the Abdaraf"i and Miittama border area may be added. 

There is no unoccupied land no w; a ll the land is taken up by l'armers, all of whom are Ethiopia n. 

As before, there is mechani zed and partia ll y mechani zed t'armin g and even Gumu z hoe 

cultivat ion. Now however, there are many more tractors. 

With government e fforts, the previous ly " rampa nt" malaria problem has been much dimini shed 

among the pe rman en t residents. Anti- mosquito nets have been large ly res ponsible for thi s . 

Howeve r, the mi grant labou rers fro m th e high lands still suffer from malari a, as th cy arc oftcn not 

so aware of the cause of malaria and lack nets. It is hoped that co ntinuin g and high ly 

commendable govern ment anti-ma laria edu cati on and provis ion of nets w ill tac kle the problem. 

231 



G lossary 

Abba ~ literall y ' Father'; al so tit le for priests. It is al so a term of respect fo r an eider. 

Abujddi Chdrq ~ Calico-a type of heavy colton cloth that is usuall y plain white. 

Amoraw ~ eagle. 

Anise ~ a plant with seeds that are used in cooking and to fla vor candies and alco hol ic drin ks . 

Aniso (also kno",n as elchaill1) ~ loca l name ofhoof(foot) and mouth di sease (cattle di sease) .. 

Al1Sara~ a traditional oi l extract ion device. 

Ardqi~ liquor which is distilled loca ll y. 

Ala ~ tit le, the same as Mr. 

Allagil ~ one who fumi gates. 

Awraja ~ an admi ni strative unit belo w province. 

Ballaba/~ Literall y "one who has a father'· ; most commonly, a mel]lber or' the local 

community who exerci sed authority under the imperia l system; the bcd/abal provided 
the link between loca l communities and government bureaucracy. 

Birr ~ Ethiopian Currency. 

Bilwdddd ~ most favo ured courtier. hi ghest tit le and imperial counse lor. 

Caro~ a kind of ca rt that is pulled by a donkey to carry diffe rent items. 

Chiqa Slnlln ~ village chief. 

DtijazlJ1ach ~ 'commander of the gate ' a polit ico-military titl e below Ras. 

Diirg~ literall y it means "committee ·· ; th e designation orthe 1974- 199 1 military government. It 

signifi es the Provisional Military Admini strati ve Cou ncil, whi ch deposed Emperor Haile 

Selassie in 1974. 

Dawilla ~ twenty qllnl1as. 

Gadam ~ monastery. 

Edirs ~ communal se lf-help orga ni zat ions. 

Egua/ Miigabi/~ one who feeds, quartermaster. 
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Eqa Bet= 'storehouse, store room. In churches and monasteri es the roorn with the same 

function , i. e. the sacri sty, is also ca lled Eqa bet . 

Ezee Kifi/ = centre of command . 

Fedan = an area of approx imately 4.000 square meters. 

Fitawrari = commander of the vanguard. a politico-military titl e be low Di:ijazll1ach. 

Gi:ibi:iz = the term giibi:iz seems to be connected to the Geez word gi:ib i:iz, -means 'guard , 

protector, tutor, custod ian. keeper' in both secular and rel igious contex ts. 

Gi:iri:ill'i:iyna = a meta l container that holds 20 liters of wa ter. 

Gasha = 40 hectares. 

Gesho = aromatic sti cks and stem fla vor centuries old traditiona l brewing recipes for beer and 

Ethiopian honey w ine. 

Gondar Zuria = GondaI' and its surrou ndings. 

Grazmach = ' commander of the left". 

Gulhai = local name o f rinderpest, an in fect ious v iral disease o f rum i nants, espec ia II y ca ttl e, 

characteri zed by fever and dysentery. 

J-1 aj i = one who has made the pi Igrimage to Mecca. 

Hibi:i! = swelling. 

Hilla= 4 sheaves-stacks of sesame. 

fnji:ira = Ethiop ian bread 

.I en·ycan = a container fo r fue l or water. Many peopl e in deve lop ing countri es use it to hau l and 

store the ir dri nk ing water. 

Khalifa = an A rab ic name or t itle which means 'successor ' or 'steward '. It most commonl y refers 

to the leader of a caliphate. 

Kobrari = foreman . 

Kwaja = a titl e for a wea lth y or rich man. 

Lalish = loca l name of anthrax. 

Leba adill1 = th ief hunter. 
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Liqa Abthv= chief, senior, [church] scholar of the Holy Fathers of the monastery. 

Liqti Rede = one who serves the monks before he himse lfbecomes a monl<. 

Liqa Seyuman= the appo inted one, chief, adm in istrator. 

Magabi = one who feed s; quartermaster; admin istrator of a church or a monastery. He serves as 

the treasurer in a monastery. The Meigabi is usually responsib le for the distribution o f 

food and other fi nancial matters and was usual ly chosen by the monks. 

Miirigela = miiri ' leader' and gela ' master ', is an office and title within the Ethiopian Orthodox 

Tti ll,ahido Church given to a learn ed dabliira. The office can only be claimed by 

someone who has completed a fu l l course of traditi ona l education. He is chant leader. 

J'vlahbtir = association. 

Miisqti! = the True Cross. 

Mtimhir= a tradit iona l titl e in the Ethiopian Orthodox (Tiill'ahido) Church. From its or iginal 

meaning of " teacher ' the term has come in the course of time to assume add itionall y the 

speci fic meaning of 'abbot' , i. e. the head of a monastery or monastic com munity, the 

supreme teacher in spiritual , rel igious matters. 

MiilO Aliiqa = cO lTlm ander of 100; comparab le to I ieu lenan!. 

Mii$ihcit = Period ical. 

Mikil i! Wiiriida = sub-di stri ctJsub-lI'iirtida. 

Mofiir Zamal = non-res iden t share cropper. 

MofarZamiil Ersha = culti vated land far away from the farmer 's house. 

Malo a!iiqa = lieutenant. 

Nabiilbal= name. 

Neich All17az = white diamond. 

Nach Uibash = a civilian police force during the im peri al period. 

Nada} = fuel 

Nibllreid = the one on whom the hands are/ have been laid/ placed. A traditional Eth iopian 

ecc les iastical t it le usually said to refer to the senior admini strator of Aksum. 

Niclad = an acute animal fe ver. 
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Niphri =over cooked, over boiled, loca l name of blackleg (catt le di sease) . 

Nigus= Kin g. 

Qiibaile = an admi ni strative unit below Wiiriidu. 

Qiibi.ille Shwl1 = Qabiille offi cial. 

Qiichiire Cotton= Th is type of cotton , according to my informants. was thin and il s linl was also 

very short. It does not give results in the first yea r after planting. Its seeds 
could be reproduced and multiplied every year and cou ld give good results for 
7-8 years. This type of cotton was widely used in the area before 1967. Even 
now it is used by peasants in the countrys id e. 

Qiigliazl11ach= 'commander of the ri ght ' . 

Qes = priest 

Qolla = lowland. 

QLll1l1a = grain measure (straw, holding about 10 kilos). 

Ras = the high titl e below a king. 

Risl = permanentl y held land; heritable property (in some cases conditional ) be longing 10 a 
lineage. 

Risl aliiqa/ SI711111 = head of risl land. 

Shail/Shayl = trad iti onal credit System in Sudan 

Shariqii Walqait = Wiilqa it Share Company 

Shell = a traditiona l credit system in North -Wesl Ethi opia 

ShiJia = bandit, rebel. 

Silat = tablets of woocl or stone used in Ethiop ia for a labol. 

SI71I1I1 = offi cial ; superior. chief. 

Siluka = d iggi ng stick. 

Sirale AbiilV= 'orders of the church and its grades estab li shed by the Holy Fathers ' of the 
monastery. 

Shaliiqa = major. 
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Tab/= Holy Water. 

Tabot = ark of tabern ac le_ 

Tahina = a Midd le Eastern paste or spread made from ground sesame seed s_ 

Taj = mead; tradi ti onal a lcoho li c drin k made of honey and the leaves of an aromat ic plant 

Ttij bet = Taj se lli ng house_ 

TCikruris= Muslim pil gr ims who rema ined in Matlama and Humara after com ing from central 
A fri ca most! y from Darfu r 

Talla = loca l beer of the leaves o f gesho , an aroma ti c plant bar ley and corn nour 

TarajCii1i1a = border guard 

Ttirti!ai'ii1och= borde r guards 

Ttirara = Mo untai n 

Tukul = A cone-shaped mud hut, usuall y with a thatched roo l~ found in eastern and northeastern 
Africa. 

Wtiizaril = Miss. 

Wtiizaro = Madam, Mrs. 

Wiiqel = ou nces, a uni t of weigh I o r one sixteentil 01-" pound (appro.\ ililakl ) 28 grarll s). 

W%yii (s ingu lm) = a man fro m Wo ll o prov ince . 

W%yoeh (plura l) = people from Wo ll o prov ince. 

Wiirtida = an ad mini strative un it be low AlI'raja 

Warka = sycamore tree 

Ya biiriiha shimeil = bamboo 

Ziingada = red sorghum. 

Zeill1timnti Miisajinl = Era of the princes. 

Zikre Hig = Commemoration of Law 
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L is t of Info rm a nts 

Illle rviews Re lll arks 

No. Na lll e a nd T it le f~ D~lt c Place 
~ 

I Ab~i ra $Hgaya ( ;110) 81 OCI.9. 20 J} North GOllci<l1". He was a farl1ler in Abdarafi for 
iJd/xille 1'1. very lIlall), yea rs. He was the 

fou nding member of Arl11achiho-
GocHibe-Abdarafi -Farll1ers Mu lti -
Purpose Cooperati ve. He was the 
2nd president up unt il the outbreak 
orlile 1974 Eth iopian Revoluti on. 
Now he is retired. 

2 Abay S~Wimon (Alo) 67 iVlay 23. 20 13 Abdarafi He served as Qdbtille Chairperson 
Qiiluille 0 I ill A bdarafi. He is a respected 

Illall among the town dwelle rs . He 
is a man with important 
information on the agricultural 
development of Abdarafi. 

, Aduglta \v~irku (Basha) 68 Jan. 15,2012 North GondaI'. He was a police officer in the J 
imperia l period. Now he is retired. 
He has good information on the 
Pol ice Farm. 

4 AUimu Niiga (AI OJ 68 May.6. 2006 North GondaI' He is a Illall frolll $agade. He was 
a memher o rthe Et hi opian Air 
force li·olll 1960-1969. In 1971 he 
became a member of lhe WSHC. 
From 1971-1977 he worked as a 
Vice President of the WSHC 

5 Allina e hakol (Alo) 65 May 23, 201 3 Abdarafi, He is a t:1 rmer in Abdarafi. He 
iJiib£ille 0 I knows Abdfi rafi ve ry well. 

---,----- ~ 

6 Asiifa Fii ll aqa (Sergeant) 63 OC1. 5. 201 3 ivHi tt iima He was a soldier in the imperial 
Yohannes period. Now he is retired. He has 
Qtibtille 0 I good information on Mattama and 

the surrounding areas. Hi s 
information was crucial. 

7 Aschalaw Ayalew (Ala) 55 May 23, 20 13 Abdarati /-I e served as a manager in 
Qtibtille 0 I Abc1arafi Sub-muni ci pali ty and 

h.ll0\\'S a lot aboll t the area. - -- -
8 Barberis, Chrysoto ll1 os (Rev.) 63 Aug. 16, 2006. Addis Ababa in He is a Greek national. He is a 

th e Greek priest in the Addis Ababa Greek 
Orthodox Orthodox cathedral. His 
Cathedral. informati on on the Greek 

national s in Et hiopia is very 
lIseful. ---

9 Barihull Gabra Michael (Ala) 70 OC1.20.2014 North GondaI'. Currently he is a tractor-owning 
GondaI' City fa nner in Abdarafi . He came to 

I 
the area ill the 1960s as a seasonal 
labourer. He was a good 
informant on farm ing and also 

I I labour. 
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10 Bihonaii Eler A S.1g id ( Inspector) 69 Oct 15. 2014 rVlattamil He is a police offi cer in Mattama 
Yohannis Yohann is. I-Ie has rich 
Qdbiille 0 I information on crimes in the area 

in my per iod. 

f--tI Birhanu Asres (AfO) 82 Ivlay 28, 2015 Add is Ababa. He was the founder and Board 
Bole Qiibiille 0:2 member of the Gonda!" Cotton 

Gitl ililig and Processing 
Company. He was also a 
Chairman orthe Kokit Farmers' 
Associa ti on in MfitUima. 

12 Birt ukan Chane (WCii=aro) 50 OC1.18 ,2014 Gallda Wuha , She was work ing in the Customs 
MaWirna Office in MalHimil Yohannis. 

Now she is transferred to Ganda 
Wuha. She has rich informat ion 
on the Matl~ima area. 

13 Damaqa Tilahun (Aw) 50 ivl"y 23. 2013 Abaarafi. He is a Health Officer worki ng in 
Qtibdlle 0 I A bdara Ii Health Centre. He 

knows ;"tboul hea lth problems 
the re. --

14 Fantahull Kidane (1/10) 67 Oc1. 15,20 14 MiHHill1a He is both a farmer and a 
Yohannis merchant. He lived in Mattama 
Qiibiille 0 I for man y yea rs. He is a good 

inforrnant . --
IS Fiseha Asriis (Ala) 72 MelY 23 . 2013. Abdiirafi , He is It tractor-owning farmer ill 

I 
Qiihiille 0 I Abd;;rafi. I-Ie has li ved ill 

1-- Ahdiir<lli sill ce 1968. --- -
16 Fiseha M~ibrahtu (Ala) 50 OCI 15. 2014 !Vbtt;;llla He is a Director of MfitHima 

Yohanni s Pri III My School. He has good 
Qiibiille 0 I information on Mattama in my 

period. 

17 Frew Bisat (Marge/a) 55 OC1.1 5. 2014 iVlattama He is a priest and head of 
Yoh'l1lnis Yohann is church in Mattama. He 
Qiibiille 0 I has good in formation on 

iVliiHalll<l. 
- - 1 18 Gabayahu Esheti e (Aw) 70 OCI. 6. :2005 Mai f( hadra. He is a man frol11 Wiilqai t. He 
Satit -Humar<l worked as a guard in the AI 

Khadra Farm in the 19505. From 
1950s 10 the 1970s he worked as a 
farmer in S~itit -H lIm ~ira . He lived 
ill Mai Khad ra. -. -_. 

19 Gabdi Egziablu!r I-lagos (Alo) 67 May 23, 20 13 Abdiirafi He is a tractor-owning farmer in 
Qiibiille 0 I Abd~irafi. He \vas the Chairman 

of Abdaran Oiibiille 0 I . 

20 Gabra Masql Zaru (Liqa 60 Nov A. 201 3 Addis Ababa He worked as the General 
SeywlIolI) Kid ist ]\llaryal11 Manager o f tile Ethiopian 

Church Orthodox Chu rch in Gonda I' 
Province Ecclesiastica l Office in 
Gondar. He has good knowledge 
on the Eth iopian Orthodox 
Church Developmenl 
Comm ission in Zamanat 

1 (Abd,jrat1). 
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21 Gabra Sadiq Sahl a Mariam GO i\lla),28 ,20 13 North Gonda I' . He is a monk in MahbarH Sel1 as ie 

(Abba) City o r Gonc\(l1" Monastery. He is a tractor dri ver 
in addition to his assigned dut ies 
i ll the monastery. He is very 
informati ve about the monastery. 

22 Getu A I ~imu (Ato) GO ivlay 24, 2013 Abdiirafi He worked as an administrator in 
Qabiille 01 A bcHindl Qtibti!le 01 . He has good 

info rmation 0 11 Abdarafi. --
23 Girl11 a Mogas (Ato) 48 Oct. 20.20 14 Abela ra!i He is ajlldge ill Abdiirafi sub 

Qabiille 01 IJIdrcida. He is a BA ho lder in 
Law. He has good in form at ion on 
crimes in the area in my peri od. 

24 Habtal11u B ililifi (AfO) 50 Oct.15 , :014 Maltalll<l He is a teacher in MHiUima 
Yoilanni s Primary School. He has rich 

JJ!ibiille 01 __ infoJ'llHlli on on the area. - - --
25 l-IabUiwo ld GHbra Hiwat (Ala) 55 Oct 15 , 20 14 MHWillla He is the Manager of Mattama 

Yohatllli s Yohanni s sub-Muni cipal ity. He 
Oiibiille OJ has ri ch information on the area . 

26 Haila Mari am Wiirku (Ala) G5 Oct. 4. 201 3 tvHiWima He is a drive r. He served the 
Yohannis. l"l ~i Wima-Mahbara Sellasie 
Qiib£ille 01 Fanners Multi -Purpose 

Cooperati ve as a tractor dr iver at 
its establishment. His in fo rmati on 
on thi s cooperat ive fa rm was 
essential for me -----------

27 Jajaw Sahayii (Ato) 50 May 24. 20 13 Abdarafi He is a resident in Abdiira fi .He 
Qiihdlle 01 lms his OW[I pri vate business. Hi s 

informat ion on Abdarafi was 
cruc ial. ._-

28 Kinde Chakol (Ato) 55 Oct. 18,2014 G~inda Wuhn He is worki ng in the Wartida 
Agri culture Office. He has served 
thi s offi ce fo r more than 30 years. 
ill !'vHiWima. He knows important 
inrormation about the Wadic/o .. 

29 Lilli l Wakstltll (AIO) 57 May 24, 2014. Abd ~il"afi He is the son of \VakshuJ11 
Qdbcille 01 Nawat ii. the then ,.isl kifle rhum of 

Abdiira fi . He is a fanner in Sanja. 

30 Mandafro Tassama (AIO) 55 Oct. 5,2013 ivHHHitlHl He is a farmer in ivHiltama. Now 
Yohanni s. he is serving as an admin istrator 
Qdbiille 01 o f M ~ill iill1a Yohannis QCibtille 0 I. 

He has ri ch informati on on 
ivHittHma. 

31 M~illgi stu Zawdu (Ala) 80 May 23, 20 13 Abdarafi He is a man from Armachiho. He 
QiiMlle 01 is a tractor-owning farmer. He has 

lived in Abdarafi since 
196 1.According to him , he served 
as border guard in Lugdi and 
MiitHimil al diffe rent tim es on the 
border. His informat ion was Very 
important fo r Illy research on the 
period. 

32 Manl BiikaHi (Sergcnll t) 70 .Jail. 15.201 2 North Gondar. He was n police offi cer in Gondar 

_I I J I 
Gondfll" ci ty. 1 ill the imperial pe riod. Now he is 

I ----- t retired and is li ving in GondaI'. 
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His inronnation on the Police 
Farm was important. --

00 M ogas Getu ( Inspector) 58 May 2~L 2013 Abdarafi . He is a poli ce officer in Abdarafi . JJ 
QOMlle 0 I I-Ie has rich information on 

security in Abdarafi. 

34 Muhall1ad iVlakonan (Haji) 95 Sep. 2, 2005 Satit- H UIl1~ira He is a prominent figure in S~it it-

I-Iumara. He was the first private 
tractor-owni ng fanner in Satit-
H LlIllHra from the 19505- 19705. 

--;:;-::-- - - ---
J) Nagadu A bata (A 10) 65 June 6. 20 13 Add is Ababa. He is a man from 

Maganaglia Arma£b.iho. He worked in 
Hi ghway Au thority in 
GondaI' branch for a long 
peri od of time in the 
im pe ri al period .. Now he is 

, retired. His informat ion on 
Abdarafi was crucial. 

36 Nigist Waksum 50 Oct. 20. No rth GondaI'. She is the daughter of 
(Wiiiziiro) 2014 Gonda I' Ci ty AluWakshum Nawata who 

was the risl kifle shul11 of 
Abclara fi. Now she is 
working in the Social 
Security Agency in North 
GondaI'. She has good 
information on her father 

37 Sa lamon Guadu (Ala) 55 May 24, Abdara fi . He served as manager of 
20 13 Qiibi:ille 0 I Abdarafi sub-M un icipal ity 

fo r 6 yea rs unti I 20 12. He 
has rich information . 

38 Salamon H unagi\aw (Ala) 57 May 24 , Abdarafi He is a tractor-owning 
2013 Qiibiille 0 I farmer in Abdarafi . He has 

good inrot"1l13tiot1. 
39 Sharaw W/Tansa ie (A la) 74 Sep. 2, 2005 Satit- He was a Chiqa Slnlln in 

HU J11ara $agiide li'om 1962-1 963. -
From 1970 on he became a 
member of the WSHC, - - ------

40 Sisay Birhanu (Ala) 81 Oct. No rth Gondai'. He is fl'Om Chaqo Michael 
10,20 13 Go ndaI' ci ty in Chilga. He was the first 

Qiibiille 15 man among others to start 
oxen fa rm ing in 1961 in 
Kokit. He li ved wi th the 
Gum uz peop le. He is now a 
tractor-owning farmer. He 
was a key member of the 
Mallama-Mahbara Se ll asie 

I I I I 

Farmers Multi -Purpose 
I Cooperati ve. Now that he 
I has become an old man, hi s 
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farm is superv ised by hi s 
sons. 

-

41 Tadala Mule (A/o) 50 Oct. f\~ atta1l1a He is a Hea lth Officer in 
16,20 14 Yohannis Mattama Yohan ni s Health 

QCibcille 0 I Centre. He is a good 
info rm ant with regard to 
human and animal di seases 
in the lowland areas of my 
di ssertation. 

-~ 

42 Taka Balay (A/o) 81 May2320 13 Abda rali He is a tractor-owning 
QCib(.ille 0 I I 

l'lI'Ill er inA bdara fl. His 
in format ion is important. 

43 Tasfaya Warku (A/o) 60 May 24, Abdarafi He is serving in the MSF-
201 3 Qaballe 0 I Holland Abdurafi Project 

(Ka la-azar) as a proj ect 
ass istant. 

44 Tataq Amanu (A/o) 50 Oct, rv1 a tta III a He work ed in the Customs 
17.20 14 Yohanni s Offi ce in Mattama 

Qcibtille 0 I Yohann is. Hi s information 
is important for cross-border 
trade. 

45 Tibabu Wa rk inah (A/o) 68 .Nov.20,20 I Addis Ababa, He wo rk ed in the Ethi opian 
0 Shiro Meda, Orthodox Church at j 

vVcirLida differe nt levels especial ly in 
01 Qcibilile 02 I Gondar Ad mini strative 

I Ecc les iasti cal Office for 42 
years. He a lso served as an 
audi tor in the Eth iop ian 
Orthodox Church 
Development Commiss ion 
in Zamanat (Abdarafi) from 
1973 -1974 . He is ret ired 
now. His in formation is 
very cruc ial for the Church 
Comm ission in Zamanat. 

46 Tigabu Tadla (Co lonel) 77 Feb.I O, A.A Bo le I-Ie was a Poli ce Offi cer in 
20 12 Mic hael Go ndar Province in the 

Chu rch impe ri al period. Now he is 
retired. He was a member 
and aud itor of the Poli ce 
Farm. Hi s info rmatio n on 
Ihe I)olice Farm was 
essential. --. 

47 Warku Bogala (Colone l) 60 Oct 2, 20 13 Mattama He is wo rking in the 
Yohallni s Customs Office ill Mattama 
OCibcille 0 I Y ohanll is. He is a 
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I I I I coord inntor. His informat ion 
on the border is cru cia l. -- -

48 Yirsaw Dami s (Ala) 74 Sep. 2, 2005 Sal i 1- H ullliira He is a man from Walqait. 
He was the fo unding 
member 0 f the the Sharika 
Wcilqail (Walqait Share 
Company) and a founding 
member of the WSHC. He 
had h is own tractor 

49 Yitba rak Mangistu (Ala) 50 May 24 . Abdarafi I-Ie is a Development Agent 
20 13 Qabdlle OJ in Abdiirafi Office of 

--
I Agriculture. 

50 Yohan nis Wandimu (Ilia) 5 1 May 24. Abdarafi He is a Development Agent 
20 13 Qabdlle 01 in Abdiirafi Office of 

Agriculture . He was a good 
info rmant on agricul tural 

- - - deve I opment. 
51 Zii niibii Ba lay (Ala) 81 Sep. 2. 2005 Ma i Khad ra. He is a man fro m Wii lqa it. 

Sa li I - H uma ra /-I e \Vas an oxen fa rmer frol11 
1965- 1972. From 1973 on 
he became a tractor-owning 
fa rmer. I-Ie is a very 
intluential person in Satit-
I lumii ra. 

52 Zawdu Birth"" (Ala) 79 Sep.2, 2005 North Gondar He is a man from Walqa it. 
QabCille 14 From 1974- 1979 he worked 

in Humiira Agricu ltu ral 
Developmenl Project 
(HADP). He had the 
responsibili ty of preparing a 
form fo r the duty-free fuel 
d istri bution to the tractor-
o\.vni ng fa rm ers in Sat it-
Humii ra. 
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Appendix i: Basic Plan of Mattama Yohannis 

,--
Proposed Land Use of the Basic Plan 

Source: Mamo Morka and Atnafu Molla, "Ya Mattama Yohannis Kalama Masaralawi Plan 
Riport " Nahase 2004 E.C. ., p. cover page. 
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"-1h·01)(1. "'~C"II-1' "IC"'I ,,,'.,,.,·'1 lIl'O,r, ,K..,'1A •• 

« )1"')) rl·A:'~ 

a,.ft", O"'IIYI~ 

hCft'I;Y'1 ",,-1, 

"'1~C fJlJA ":':'"1'11'"' 

v-I'hOC; ./1 A IJ , l,ft·,·'I',K. I'''Y.A "-:'1'. I',,·(lma,. (1.11"1 '1'1 ~C h·,'''Y 
"1)'111.1"':1' ['''y •• ,')~ '')'AA-]' 'pct,p>~1- w·ft·f' O}",~I''1,K. 1,r''''·il (1..,. 
II""'')' ,,·PtO'YU 01,1'0. 4.(l.A (1.., • .. lo·1..,ft-1- ",,-1- 11&..'')' I' ,,?..,·f 0>-
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'PCI)0>-'1 I'·,-hll- .')- 0.,'1 ~e IIuu~ uu'1-lft·')- 1, V· ... ~.&-C;·,. (I.,f'ft·,-p' !t:", h~O<;-')' 

~.,ft,;J··')· uul)hA }",·1~. ftllll'~· j<f"~"'hA 'PCI) "'III'')' ·1·,·ft w,K.YU '')' A'" (la>' r'·,-hll.·')· 
"'III'')' 1.·1~tJ'~ O"&'.?-.:,h (I.',.,C ""P'YU"lIl'1 ,K.IJYO> "&...;J·.:,h O·'-IIYV. ['1,ouC;'1 
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Source: Gondar Culture and Touri sm Bureau. 
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Appendix iii 

The Official Seal of Mhbiira Selassie Monastery. 

__ ......::rep·'L11 /Q8 L96 ~ . 911 _· 

· ... 4 . 

.... '--' ' ... 
rI,,Q..LtJllrlll'll+ UJl.£:~'nl:l..l.L-n b..~ n '1"1fo.':r HO} R.~ f1rt<1"Jn L JWdn. 

71'~ ,Il,' 'I ;r-.1.. .l\9lLH' () t., '11>/< It'llJLI1 n <» <i.j> Q) L Ir 'l.1i> 0 ~ t., ti IL~'- P ltlL'P m6dJ~ ;Lh 
~(lL7,lJ.:1)U-'1 nCpL:b...J1~~m t'IJJ:l'3 blt3 ~<.1'l'laI,._1<Q)JlJ',.~'J'tJ 'I1.S1!mn. ~ ·ftl .. 
h.. ro- i:j 'tIffL nD dJ1ll'.9_ +o,..l-< q> ') er 'tI .:fl c: ntP'l rtJA LTU' ~") 6l. C1) LlL~ )".'}.P.. co- 61 
P ~:e; _Q)) h.cP.1L -7.. ' I.e.. n lr'Gl ') £; h:Ht Q])EJ 615 l'l'q "tn I,. (J.rl CU c't.'! ll .. t.:U . ..'t_<1)il.c....1J IL'tL 

J16..~d'~ '1rtaJ},J'_ ]L~Mj ch'l!!t'1'1............dl;/_ aJ)mg,_91rll~ 61lJ '10:)<: = tuJ19.JJ_ 
......},C;».J'l.t."1 fln'1 1JE) ,~q, I1.C±b!CI'9.PtJ h!LtuLM~'lro'-'n.),Ii.~-'l1'~CC +CU_ 

Jl.ei' 'tJ~u lrQ}''l r,').e!::.t'(l d...Mll61"l_ h ~61~~'1 a (J'1) rI ';\-< '7,q <i tJ -(J Y rI'1 :.~. 
~ 

===----::;..,. 

--
------

Source: Diacon Mazirate Madhin , Mahbara Qidusan, Addis Ababa, January, 2015. 
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Source: North Gondar Administration Archive Folder 111 281m fA""-}' 
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Appendix v 

Map of EOC Development Commission Agricultural Proiect in Zamanat (Abdarafi) 

~ .. 
, 

6U(fo;£ = ,-
a r"~''fI'" 
;:;;~"',i~~.~!"~' ,.~.,~ 
,...- '.'I\~~~;t'::;,;rmb 

Source: Ethiopian Orthodox Church Gondar Administrative Zone Ecclesiastical office, Folder I't"'/," ~" .I'.C 
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Ato Zanaba Nurilift, President of the EOC Development Commission Zamanat Parm 
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Source: Sven Rubenson, The Survival of Ethiopian Independence (Addis Ababa: Kuraz 
Publishing Agency, 1991), p. 216. 
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Source: Source: Sven Rubenson, The Survival of Ethiopian Independence (Addis Ababa: Kuraz 
Publishing Agency, 1991), p. 339. 
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