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Preface

This dissertation is a study of the history of partially mechanized and other arable farming along
the Ethio-Sudan border: The Case of Abdérafi and Mittdma, 1950s to 1980s. Its main aim is to
reconstruct the agricultural development of Abdérafi and Mittdma, explore its contribution to the
national economy, identify the role of commercial agriculture in Abdédrafi and Méttima in
generating employment, and point out the major obstacles to commercial agriculture in the areas

over the period.

Historians have made studies of the socio-cultural and political history of different parts of
Ethiopia. However, less is still known about the economic history of the country. Some of the
literature provides useful insights on the mechanized agricultural activities in the Awash basin.
But, the issue of revolution in mechanized farming in Abdarafi and Mattdma (S#tit-Huméra area)

has not yet attracted historians, which my dissertation attempts to cover.

The hot areas of Abdédrafi and Mittdma in the north westernmost regions of the then Begemeder
and Simien Governorate General near the Sudan border were the scene of revolutionary
agricultural development. Though developments were impressive and significant, they faced
problems: inadequate infrastructure, particularly in communications, health and water supply,
labour shortage, discouraging credit and marketing arrangements, absence of machinery repair
facilities, security and border problems, and a variety of weeds, and pests among others. Some of

these problems arose from the rapid, unplanned growth of farming in the two areas.

When [ planned to undertake my research on Abdarafi and Méttima, the title of my dissertation
was “A History of Agricultural Mechanization and Other Arable Farming along the Ethio-Sudan
Border: The Case of Abdirafi and Méttima. 1950s-1970s.” In due course, | realized that the
study areas were under the Ethiopian Democratic Union (EDU) until 1983. This means the areas
were not under the Dérg and the mechanized farms were not affected by the sweeping land

reform of 1975 and for this reason | extended my dissertation to the 1980s.

The term “mechanized farming™ is used for arable farming, using mainly tractors, which began

in Abdérafi and Mattdma in the 1960s. Some external agricultural experts even use the term



mechanization in a broader sense to include farming using all kinds of assistance “hand tools,
animal powered and engine-powered equipment”. The term “mechanized” in this sense could be
regarded as reasonable in the Ethiopian context, where traditional arable farming was and is
carried on with oxen or as hoe cultivation but I prefer the traditional use of the term
“mechanized” to mean using power-operated machinery, which in Abdirafi and Mittima meant
tractors. Abddrafi and Mittima did not have fully mechanized farming as it would be understood
in, for example, the USA or Canada. The mechanization in Abdirafi and Mittima was referred
to the use of tractors. Tractor-owning farmers still employed farm labourers on a large-scale for
sowing, weeding and crop picking (harvesting). Many farmers used only oxen, though if and
when they were able to do so, they acquired tractors. I have, therefore, used the term “Partially
Mechanized” in my dissertation title to indicate that mechanization did not go very far, and yet
some farmers in Abdidrafi and Mittima did employ some machines (mainly tractors) while
traditional farmers did not. My dissertation also covers the farmers in Abdirafi and Mittima
who only used oxen, because | wished to describe the totality of arable farming in Abdirafi and
Mattdma. Moreover oxen farming statistics are included in my data source and some oxen

farmers progressed to using tractors. My dissertation title is rather long for the sake of precision.

Studying recent Ethiopian history poses serious difficulties. Chief among the problems that
confronted the researcher is the question of sources. Archives tended to be the prime victims of
the maelstrom of the 1974 Ethiopian Revolution and disturbances that followed after 1974.
However, an attempt was made to refer to the widest possible range of sources and to cross-

check evidence in order to present a fair, correct and balanced picture.

The dissertation draws upon primary and secondary data. The primary data used are of two
types: oral information and archival materials, which [ obtained during my fieldwork. Informants
in North Gondar, Abdarafi, and Mattama including in the different farm sites were selected for
interview based on their knowledge and relation to the study areas. The archival materials were
obtained from North Gondar Zone Administrative Office and the Municipality of Mittima, the
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of the then Ministry of National Community Development
and Social Affairs, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church Development Commission, the Public
Enterprises Trustee Board, the Ministry of Culture and Tourism National Archives and Library

Agency, the Institute of Ethiopian Studies, the Headquarters of the Federal Police, and the Welde



Mesqel Tariku Memorial Research Centre, which provided me with some documents that
contain valuable information. Archival documents helped me to substantiate information
obtained from the interviews. Moreover, | consulted literature and books available in the libraries
of the Institute of Ethiopian Studies and the Kennedy Library of Addis Ababa University. All the
primary and secondary sources were valuable for my research. Archival sources were badly
affected by the civil war between the Ddérg and the Ethiopian Democratic Union (EDU), the
Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF), the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Party (EPRP)
in the 1970s and at a later stage, the civil war between the Ddrg and the Ethiopian People’s

Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) all of which led to the destruction of archives.

Conducting research for this dissertation was not without other problems. One major problem
was lack of adequate funding since Addis Ababa University does not allocate sufficient fund.
Whatever provided was not even released on time. There were ups and downs to get the budget.
Inflation has added to accommodation and transport cost in remote areas as much as in Addis
Ababa, or even more. Archivists also declined to allow me access to archives unless [ paid them
substantial sums for their services. Extreme heat and uncertain health conditions also added to

the problems of research in my areas.

The dissertation is organized into seven chapters. Chapter one is on the general survey of
agricultural development in Africa and Ethiopia during the imperial period. Chapter two
discusses the geographical and historical background of Abdirafi and Méttima. Chapter three
discusses the commencement and expansion of partially mechanized and other arable farming
systems in the study areas. Chapter four sheds light on soils, farmers, tractors and crops, land
tenure, the role of financial institutions in granting loans, and labour. Chapter five discusses
infrastructural developments and demography. Chapter six deals with production, taxation,
marketing and processing systems and export (1960s-1980s) and chapter seven describes
boundary and political problems affecting agriculture in the North Western Ethiopian lowlands,

between the 1950s and the 1980s.
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Abstract

A History of Partially Mechanized and Other Arable Farming Along the Ethio-Sudan Border:
The Case of Abddrafi and Mittima, 1950s-1980s

By
Atakilt Redda
Addis Ababa University, 2015

My dissertation studies the history of partially mechanized and other arable farming along the
Ethio-Sudan border: the case of Abddrafi and Mcitiima. The dissertation covers the period
between 1950s and the 1980s. The entry point of the dissertation is the 1950s because the
Ethiopian government sought to stimulate agricultural growth and promote changes in peasant
agriculture through its successive Five Year Development Plans that started in 1957. T he first
tractor was also in the program area in 1957. The dissertation does not end in 1975 following
the rural land proclamation. The land proclamation of 1975 was not implemented in the study
areas because the study areas were under the control of the Ethiopian Democratic Union (EDU)
until the beginning of the 1980s.

The hot, dusty godforsaken areas of Abddrafi and Mittima in the northernmost regions of the
then Begemeder and Simien near the Sudan border were the scene of modern agricultural
development. Agriculture was rain-fed. The three major crops that covered much of the
cultivated area were cotton, sesame and sorghum. Though developments were impressive and
significant, they faced problems characteristic of rapid unplanned growth in similar areas:
inadequate infrastructure, particularly in communications, health and water supply, labour
shortage, discouraging credit and marketing arrangements, absence of machinery repair
Jacilities, and a variety of weeds, pests and other problems. My dissertation describes how
mechanized and partially mechanized agriculture was introduced into Abddrafi and Mdttdma
and how the farmers coped, partially coped with, or failed to cope with, the problem of farming
in the areas.

My dissertation also describes the security problems arising from a disputed boundary and then
the Ethiopian Revolution of 1974 which in the end resulted in the breakdown of cooperative
farms in Abddrafi and Mdttima and the other lowland areas like Humdira.

The issue of mechanized agriculture, even if it has not much attracted the atiention of
researchers in Ethiopia, is an important aspect of economic history. The study of such activity
should enrich our knowledge. It will also hopefully provide material for the work of other
researchers, economic planners and development policy makers. On the other hand, the studies
on mechanized agriculture in these peripheral areas show the major obstacles io modern
agriculture, indicating also both the challenges and the opportunities for development for
potential investors both foreign and local.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION: GENERAL SURVEY OF AGRICULTUAL DEVELOPMENT
IN AFRICA AND ETHIOPIA IN THE IMPERIAL PERIOD

INTRODUCTION
Improving the performance of the agricultural sector became one of the most important
challenges faced in the context of fighting malnutrition, illness, poverty, and
unemployment. Furthermore, in recent years the situation has been aggravated by very
high food commodity prices on the world market. This rise, for various reasons, has not
usually given much benefit to African farmers producing for the market. Rather, high
food prices have significantly increased the number of people under poverty in many
countries. The population of Africa at present is about 350,000,000. In Africa 60 to 90
percent of the people are engaged in the agricultural sector.' In many parts of the
developing world, like Africa, the use of increased levels of mechanization is already
making a significant contribution to agricultural and rural development. In recent years
governments of many African countries have been encouraging farmers to make

increasing use of agricultural machinery.

This chapter will discuss the role that agricultural mechanization has played in African
agricultural development in the post-independence period and in post-liberation Ethiopia.
It will also review the constraints on agricultural mechanization in Africa and will
indicate ways by which agricultural experts suggest these could be tackled in order to

support sustainable economic growth and poverty reduction.

: Carl K. Eicher and Doyle C. Baker, “Research on Agricultural Development in sub-Saharan Africa: A Critical
Survey” (Michigan State University, Department of Agricultural Economics. East Lansing, Paper No. 1,1982),p. 1



1.1 AN OVERVIEW OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND MECHANIZATION IN
AFRICA
The evolution of agricultural mechanization in the world can be divided into three
distinct periods: the period before 1920, the period between 1920 and 1945 and the post-
Second World War period. This was because that new methods and developments in
agricultural mechanization in the world occurred in these periods. However, the
developments were not evenly distributed all over the world. Developments in
agricultural mechanization were made possible by the industrial revolution which

occurred in much of Europe and North America in the 18" and 19" centuries.

The first tractor with the internal combustion engine that has revolutionized agriculture
was produced in 1889 in the USA. The design and development of the tractor using an
internal combustion engine in the 1930s and 1940s was a major breakthrough for
agricultural mechanization technologies since agricultural mechanization has often been
equated with tractorization. The tractor has had a profound effect on labour productivity
and farming systems. This means that tractors and many of the other innovations
introduced in agriculture by the scientific and industrial revolutions paved the way for a
qualitative change in the nature of agricultural production particularly in advanced

capitalist countries. This qualitative change became known as industrial agriculture.

Agricultural mechanization is the shift from one source of power (human and animal) to
another (non-animate). It is the application of mechanical technology and increased
power to agriculture, as a means to raise the productivity of human and animal labour.
This includes the use of tractors of various types, combustion engines, electric motors,

solar power and other methods of energy conversion. Mechanization also includes

2Geoffrey Mrema, “An Overview of Agricultural Mechanization in the World” In Agricultural Mechanization,
Policies and Strategies in Africa (London: Marlborough, 1991), pp.4-5



irrigation systems using powered machinery, food processing and related technologies
and equipment.' According to Green, an agricultural economist, "... all forms of
mechanical assistance used at any level of sophistication in agricultural technology are
considered to be aspects of agricultural mechanization.™ This means that for some
agricultural economists hand tools and animal-powered and engine-powered equipment
are all going to be included, though in common usage "mechanization" excludes hand
tools.® In fact, my dissertation intends to adopt the more normal usage of the term
mechanization and apply it only to tractors and power-operated machinery and
equipment, while I use the term partial mechanization for farmers who use tractors and
oxen.

Important economic policy issues in the post-independence period concerned whether to
adopt capitalist or socialist or semi-socialist policies, and in the post-independence period
a number of African countries favoured a socialist approach with large government
involvement in the economy, including agriculture.” State farms and mono-crop
government plantations became part of African policies for agricultural development in
the 1960s, as in Sierra Leone and Ghana. However, these state farms were failures

because tenants were displaced by the land lords.®  Agricultural failure was one of the
P g

. ; . ; " 10
Soviet bloc’s many economic failures.” Since the collapse of European communism '~ and

) Ibid., pp.6-7

* Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations, Agricultural Mechanization in Africa: Time for
Action (Rome: United Nations Industrial Development Organization, 2008), p. 1

*David Green, “Agricultural Mechanization in Ethiopia: An Economic Analysis of Four Case Studies.” (Ph.D
Thesis, Department of Economics, Michigan State University, 1971), p.1

®john Mellor, The Economics of Agricultural Development (New York: Cornell University Press, 1966), p. 223
employs this limited usage which | have adopted.

’ Carl K. Eicher and Doyle C. Baker, p. 1.

$1bid., p. 50.

*See for example Tony Judt, Post War: A History of Europe since 1945 (London: Vintage Books, 2010), pp. 169-
170, 174, 194, 328, 423, 581. “Soviet bloc agriculture slipped further and further backwards, its occasionally surreal
inefficiencies exemplified in the USSR [and similar examples could be found elsewhere in Soviet-bloc states] by the
bureaucrats in Frunze who...encouraged local peasants to meet their (arbitrary and unattainable) butter delivery
quotas by buying up stocks from local shops”, p. 194.

“ibid., pp. 583-84, 585-633 for the collapse of European communism. There is of course a vast literature on this.



the decision of People’s China to use capitalist-type incentives for farmers''. the socialist
model in agriculture has been mostly abandoned. A shift back to capitalist, private profit
incentive policies is now regarded as correct for Africa by international agencies and
agricultural experts. These policies apply to mechanization also. It is now in fact accepted
that the best way for Africa to mechanize is for farmers to own their machines, or for
them to hire these from other farmers. Tractors need to be serviced, and repaired. A
tractor or other machine without these services has no value; it has used a farmer’s capital
for nothing. Support services for mechanization are therefore vital. “The best way to
supply machinery [and support services] is through the private sector, although this does
not necessarily preclude public sector participation. However, this must be done in such a

manner as to support the private sector.”"?

Mechanization, to be effective, does not mean just supplying the farmers with tractors,
machinery and support services. Farmers must be able to farm proﬁtably.'?’ Since the
colonial period African farmers have in fact been producing cash crops for sale, such as
groundnuts, cotton, palm oil, coffee, tea, pyrethrum flowers and rubber.'" The rise in
world food prices has not benefited farmers who sell cash crops as much as it might have
done, and ought to have done, considering that farmers are such a large percentage of

Africa’s population. This smaller benefit is because middlemen reap the largest share of

Ysee Jonathan Fenby, The Penguin History of Modern China: The Fall and Rise of a Great Power 1850-2009
(London: Penguin, 2009), pp. 551-52, 646 and for the whole of the new policies oriented to profit and efficiency
chapter 27 “Getting Rich in No Sin” pp. 552-573. See also Immanuel C.Y. Hsu, The Rise of Modern China (New York:
OUP, 6™ ed. 2000), pp. 844-848.

2 )ohn E. Ashburner and Josef Kienzle (eds), Investment in Agricultural Mechanization in Africa. Conclusions and
Recommendations of a Round Table Meeting of Experts, Agricultural and Food Engineering Technical Report 8
(Rome: Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations, 2011), p. xii.

" Ibid.

“Eicher and Baker, p. 14.

“Rosemary E. Galli, “The Food Crisis and the Socialist State in Lusophone Africa” in African Studies Review, Vol.
30, No.1 (African Studies Association, Mar. , 1987), pp. 19-20; Gavin Williams, “Marketing without and with
Marketing Boards: The QOrigins of State Marketing Boards in Nigeria” in Review of African Political Economy, No. 34
Market Forces (Taylor and Francis, Dec., 1985), pp. 5-6.



profits and state marketing boards often keep crop prices deliberately low to benefit the

: 5 i i : ; - 15
urban population from which dissatisfaction can be more politically dangerous. :

Development and modernization of Africa’s agriculture will depend therefore on changes
in state policy on modern agriculture and also better policies for farmers’ education and
entrepreneurship. For the growth of sustainable agricultural development and
improvement of farmers’ incomes it is important, through state policy, education and a
rise in entrepreneurship, to develop mechanization that will make commercial farming

really advantageous for African farmers. 8

In order to understand the implications of agricultural development for the future
development of the global food system, one has to understand the difference between
traditional and modern agriculture. Traditional farmers often say that they seek to work

effectively with resources at hand and produce what nature offers.

Conventional processes are used to till the land, select and
plant seeds, protect plants from competing plants and
gather the harvest. Surpluses are marketed through nearby
outlets. Such producers frequently report only limited capacity
to change these processes-and some seek to avoid change. 7

Often farmers are correct in upholding a traditional approach because it works! Some
suggestions by “experts” have not led to success but the opposite! Also. if a new approach
fails, traditional farmers face disaster.'® However; in modern agricultural systems farmers
are cager to apply technology and information. In contrast to traditional farming, modern
farmers try to get profitable success by utilizing innovations, research and scientific

. x 19 .
advances to produce safe, sustainable and affordable food.”” As scholars now recognize,

'“Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations, Agricultural Mechanization in Africa..., p. 2.

7 william C. Motes, “Modern Agriculture and its Benefits, Trends, Implications and Outlook”, (Global Harvest
Initiative: Sustainability Meeting the World’s Growing Needs, March, 2010), p. 12,

*® Ibid.

* Ibid., p. 13.



traditional methods of agriculture have a rationale and there is scope also for learning
from traditional methods but appropriate modern agricultural technology, properly used,
does bring advances and whatever the virtues of some traditional practices there is need

for change.”’

Fighting malnutrition, illness, poverty and unemployment are major challenges to human
development in African countries. The economies of many African countries should
continue to be strongly linked to the agricultural sector. This means much effort has to be
given to this sector because the agricultural sector will continue to be the most important

sector in the economy of most African countries.”’

In some African countries, agriculture generates up to 50 percent of the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP). It contributes over 80 percent of trade in value. It also contributes more
than 50 percent of raw materials to industries and provides employment for the majority of
Africa’s people. It is mechanization that has helped much of Asia and Latin America to
succeed in their agricultural development. By contrast, because of the agricultural
backwardness of small scale peasant agriculture with use of manpower alone, the use of
tractors in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) has not shown significant increase over the past 40
years because attention was not given to mechanized agriculture. “Compared with other
world regions, tractor use in SSA today remains almost negligible. In Asia, tractor use over

the same period has increased tenfold.”*

201 arl K. Eicher and John M. Staaz (eds.) Second Edition, Agricultural Development in the Third World (John
Hopkins University Press, 1990), p. 44 cited in Tesema Ta’a “Bribing the Land: An Appraisal of the Farming System
of the Maccaa Oromo in Wallagga” in Northeast African Studies, Volume 9, Number 3 (Michigan State University
Press, 2002 (New Series)),

karim Houmy, “Agricultural Mechanization Strategies and their Role in Agricultural Sector Policy Development
Strategies” in Ashburner and Kienzle (eds.) Investment in Agricultural Mechanization..., p. 31.

22EA0 and UNIDO, Investment in Agricultural Mechanization in Africa, Executive Summary, Conclusions and
Recommendations of a Round Table Meeting of Experts (Rome: FAO and UNIDO, 3-5, June 2010), p. 1.



Sub-Saharan Africa is a vast part of the African continent. It comprised 41 countries in
1982 and now (2015) 55 independent African states.” At the beginning of the 1980s, the
poorest geographic area of the world’s economy was sub-Saharan Africa. Citing the World
Bank’s World Development Report, 1981, Eicher and Baker noted “that 22 of the 36 of the

" . . . . 24
low-income countries in the world are sub-Saharan African countries.”

The mechanization of farming in developing countries has been very uneven. In many parts of
Africa, in Java, and in many hilly regions in other parts of the globe, farmers in the 1980s still
tilled by animal power or by hand. Investment in the sector is still low in most African countries.
In addition, the only region in the world where agricultural productivity is still largely static is
Africa due to poor investment. “Yields of maize and other staple cereals have typically remained
at about Iton per hectare, which is about one-third of the average achieved in Asia and Latin

; 25
America.”

At the beginning of the 1980s, Eicher and Baker stated that “the bulk of the land and labour in
sub-Saharan Africa is still devoted to small scale farming and pastoral systems of livestock
production.”z(’ Thus, the predominant farming system in sub-Saharan Africa was in the 1980s
smallholding crop cultivation. It depended on family labour that ranged from 80 to 90 percent of
total labour inputs. Adult male farmers in sub-Saharan Africa worked an average of 5 hours a
day or 1,000 to 1,500 hours per year. Much time was devoted to off-farm activities. But in Egypt
and in many Asian countries the case was different. Compared to sub-Saharan African countries,
adult male farmers in Egypt and in many Asian countries worked 2,500 to 3,000 hours per year.
>In sub-Saharan African countries, women also participated in farming, processing and

marketing. At the same time, children were used as important source of labour. They participated

* Eicher and Baker, p. 1.

“Ibid., p. 3.

 Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations, Agricultural Mechanization in Africa...,p. 3.
O Eicher and Baker, p. 6.



in weeding, “collection of firewood, bird scaring, carrying water, and taking care of sheep, goats,
and cattle.””® In many parts of Africa, farmers still till their fields with hand tools. Human
muscle and animal power are the main sources of power for land preparation in Africa. For
instance, according to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO),
about 80 percent of the cultivated land in central Africa is worked manually. But in eastern and
southern Africa the cultivated land that is worked manually is equal to 50 percent. In sub-
Saharan Africa, rural-urban migration makes manual labor sometimes a scarce and weak

x . .20
resource for agricultural production.

Improving the performance of the agriculture sector has become
one of the important challenges to be faced in the context of
fighting malnutrition, illness, poverty, and unemployment.
Furthermore, in recent years, the situation has been aggravated
by very high food commodity price on the world market. This has
significantly increased the number of people in poverty in many
countries. As a result, progress in human development has been
slowed down, and the danger of failing to deliver the Millennium
Development Goals (MDG), ...

In Africa, particularly in those countries south of the Sahara
(SSA4), there is a great potential to increase agricultural
production. However, the realization of this potential will
require high levels of commitment and resources. At the same
time, due consideration will have to be given to ecological and
climatic conditions. This requires a rational and responsible
approach to the choice of cropping systems and crop production
inputs. One of the most important of these inpuls is the
development and use of increased levels of farm power and
appropriate mechanization techniques. g

In the Guinea Savannah there is an enormous expanse of potentially arable land with 600
million hectares. Of this, 400 million hectares could be used for crop agriculture. However,

less than 10 percent of this area is now cultivated. This makes it one of the largest

T Ibid., p. 47.

28 bid.

2 EAQ and UNIDO, Investment in Agricultural Mechanization in Africa, Executive Summary..., p. 1.

*® Karim Houmy, Lawrence J. Clarke, John E. Ashburner and others, “Agricultural Mechanization In Sub Saharan
Africa, Guidelines for preparing a Strategy, Integrated Crop Management” Vol. 22 (Rome: Plant Production Division,
Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations, 2013), p. xi.



underused agricultural land reserves in the world. One major reason for this is that in many
countries of SSA, there is a growing and ongoing rural-urban migration. On the other hand,
two similarly underdeveloped and landlocked agricultural regions elsewhere in the
developing world- the Brazilian Cerrado (the Brazil savanna, the largest savanna region in
South America) and the north east region of Thailand have similar agro-climatic conditions
to those of the Guinea Savannah. But the Brazilian Savanna has developed at a rapid pace

over the past four decades and its production has conquered important world markets.’

Throughout Equatorial Africa, farmers use hand tools. The relationship between hand, animal

and engine power sources in Africa compared with other developing regions at the end of 1960s

and in the early 1970s is shown in graph 1 below.

Bar Graph 1: Farm Power Sources (in percentages) in Africa, Asia and Latin America at the close of the 1960s
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31 yans P. Binswanger-Mkhize, Derek Byerlee, Alex McCalla and others, “The Growing Opportunities for African
Agricultural Development, Conference Working Paper 16” (Accra, Ghana: Agricultural Science and Technology
indicators (ASTI), December 5-7, 2011), p.1.



This was the situation at the end of the 1960s. The use of tractors in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA)
has not shown significant increase over the past 40 years, compared with other world regions.”
However, from among North African countries, Egyptian agriculture was transformed from its
traditional level into a profitable commercial enterprise in 150 years because the government
gave attention to it. It managed to feed a large and growing population. Most of its irrigation
schemes and the extension of the cultivable area had been completed by 1914. Besides food,

cotton growing for export and for an Egyptian textile industry became well developed.™

Mechanization has shown success when joined with large scale irrigation. Sudan, beginning with
the 1924 Gezira scheme, is an outstanding example with the production of cotton, sugar cane,
groundnuts and wheat. But Sudan has also large areas of mechanized rain-fed agriculture,
producing sorghum as the main crop.** My dissertation will show that mechanization with

entirely rain-fed agriculture was also successful in the Ethiopian lowlands.

One of the most important inputs for agricultural modernization and food production systems in
Africa is engineering technology. Though African farmers have been encouraged by African
governments to use agricultural machinery for different development programs the role of
agricultural machinery is still below what was expected.3 > The constraints to mechanization have

been identified for Nigeria as they affect large scale farms. These constraints are

(1) access to credit, (2) setting up of manufacturing and
repair services by entrepreneurs, (3) improving infrastructure,
(4) affordable and secure access to complementary inputs
(fuel, electricity, and larger consolidated plots of land), (3)
better legal and regulatory capacity to protect the rights of
owners of machinery, and (6) higher efficiency and capacity
of public sector for implementing policy. Resolving these

**Ashburner and Kienzle, p. 23.
¥ p . vatikiotis, The Modern History of Egypt (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1969), p. 332.
*p M. Holt and M. Daly, The History of the Sudan from the Coming of Islam to the Present Day (London:
Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1979), p. 211.
*Ashburner and Kienzle, p. 31.
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constraints  should be the policy objectives of the
governmenl. 3

According to the FAO,

..there are about 470000 tractors in Africa, but little is
known about their age or working condition. The total
number of working tractors would have to be about 3.5
million (7times more) to put Africa on a par with other
regions. Assuming that the existing Iractors are all
functional, the annual replacement rate should now be about
47,000 units/year (assuming a ten-year [;’fe).37

Developing countries need to develop agriculture. One of the problems is shortage of foreign
exchange. It has been and still is a major constraint on importation of the inputs needed for rapid
development. Also developing countries do not yet have a dynamic private sector that can
support mechanization systems for rural development. Governments in developing countries
therefore need to promote the introduction and use of mechanization inputs for development.
These inputs require a strategy for the development of the government’s national development

plan.*® Unfortunately, governments are not always efficient in carrying out this role.

Industry and agriculture could go together in mutual support in mechanization, but in Africa’s
human muscle and animal powered agriculture, “it is hardly surprising that very little industrial
development has taken place to manufacture or even assemble machinery for agriculture. A few
farm tool and implement factories have been established, mainly in South Africa, Zambia, Kenya

and Zimbabwe.”*’

Agricultural experts advise Africans to establish National Committees on Agricultural
Mechanization (NCAM). According to the experts, the national committees should comprise

representatives of all major stakeholders, such as agriculture, finance, industry, trade and other

*® Hiroyuki Takeshima and Sheu, “Agricultural Mechanization and the Small Holder Farmers in Nigeria, Policy
Note No.22” (Abuja, Nigeria: International Food Policy Research institute (IFPRI), 2010), p. 4.

* Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations, Agricultural Mechanization in Africa...,p. 7.

* Mrema, p. 16.

* Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations, Agricultural Mechanization in Africa..., p. 8.
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ministries and farmers, together with financial, private sector, and research and development

institutions. The main functions of the committees should be as follows:

Assist the national government in reviewing national policy
to include a strategy dealing with mechanization, develop
and update the national agricultural mechanization strategy
(NAMS), including regional strategies, an area where FAO
and UNIDO can assist, coordinate efforts between different
ministries  and institutions, develop more  efficient
procurement systems, an area where FAQO, UNIDO and
World Bank can assist, ascertain compatibility of donations
with national standards and plans, and prepare action plans
Jor capacity building through formal education, research,
extension and vocational training.”

The strength of agricultural mechanization depends on the effective functioning of all components
and the linkages between them. The end users are farmers."' Ashburner and Kienzle argued that
the approach to agricultural mechanization should be “both holistic and participatory” and many
stakeholders should be involved in a participatory approach. According to Ashburner and Kienzle,

these stakeholders can be classified in three levels:

At the demand level they include the smallholder farmers,
commercial - farmers, farming organizations, irrigation
groups, crop processors and rural transporters. At the
supply level they include the importers, manufacturers,
blacksmiths,  distributors, machinery — support  service
providers and service contractors. And finally, at the
institutional support level are the financiers and financial
institutes, government and NGOs, extension workers,
researchers, trainers and policy makers.”

1.2 AN OVERVIEW OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT IN ETHIOPIA (1941-74)

Ethiopia in the period 1941-74 was a “land of vast opportunities.”" Her economy was primarily

agricultural with a then generally favorable climate. good soil, sufficient rainfall, and in general, a

“* Ashburner and Kienzle, p. xiii.

1bid., p. 31

2 Ibid., p. 32.

* Eshetu Chole, "Economic Problems of Ethiopian Agricultural Development” in Economic Journal Vol. 1, No. 1
(1964), p. 25.
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year-round growing season.”® Her principal natural resource was her arable land. Agriculture
accounted for about half of the country's Gross Domestic Product and supported about four-fifths
of the population and supplied 90 percent by value of all exports, so that according to James
Pickett, “of the country’s agricultural Gross Domestic Product about one-fourth came from
livestock and the rest from crops with roughly one-half of the crop value added coming from
coffee, which accounted for some two-thirds of export earnings.”"® However, Ethiopia was
considered as one of the most economically backward countries in spite of the fact that her
potential for development was among the most promising.d() This was because the country’s
agriculture remained basically traditional. The other factor that hindered agricultural development
was inadequate infrastructure with the majority of peasants living in inaccessible areas far away
from major roads and markets. Back in the 1950s, the use of chemical fertilizer, improved seed,
credit and tractors remained almost unknown. In 1960, there were only 1,000 tractors throughout
Ethiopia. In 1974, large-scale irrigation of land was less than 1 percent. Rain-fed agriculture
remained almost the sole basis of agricultural production. As a result of these things trends in
agricultural production showed little increase in the total cropped area and almost static
production of grains.” According to Shiferaw Jammo, “...grain production in the early 1950s
probably averaged about 4 million tons and the area under cultivation about 4.5 million
hectares.”"® Mechanization could therefore have had a great impact on the Ethiopian economy in

which the agricultural sector played so a dominant role.

A study of mechanized agricultural technology and the process of mechanization require

understanding of both the mechanical components of agricultural activities and the new

“ Ibid.
®james Pickett, Economic Development in Ethiopia: Agriculture, the Market and the State (Paris: Department
Centre Studies, 1991), p. 14.
*® John Michael Cohen, “Rural Change in Ethiopia: A Study of Land, Elites, Power and Values in Chillalo Awraja”,
(PhD Thesis, Department of Political Science, University of Colorado, 1973), p. 1.
“Shiferaw Jammo, “An Overview of the Economy, 1941-74” in Shiferaw bekele (ed.) An Economic History of
Ethiopia, Vol. 1: The Imperial Era, 1941-74 (Senegal: Codesria Book Series, 1995), p. 20.
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productive factors within the agricultural system. " Economic development based on agricultural
improvement and improvements in rural welfare depend upon modernization of agriculture
through technological and other change. The evidence for this is the development of nineteenth

century Denmark and development in the United States and other high-income countries.”

In the first half of the 1960s Ethiopia’s contribution to the world’s export market consisted
mainly of agricultural products, mainly coffee. In Ethiopia, the activity and income generated in
many branches of the economy depended on the results achieved in the agricultural sector of the
economy because agriculture supplied some of the basic raw materials for manufacturing industry
while the volume of internal trade, export and transport was determined by the turnover of
agricultural goods.”' Thus, planning was an essential feature of economic development to ensure
the utilization of national wealth. However, the result of the strategy for agricultural development
seemed to be disappointing. It was only after the Second World War that numerous studies for the

development of agriculture were conducted in Ethiopia.™

According to Shiferaw Jammo, though the First Five Year Plan was prepared to cover the period
1957-61. It only became effective in 1958 and the plan was extended up to 1962. The major
objectives of the First Five Year Plan were to promote infrastructural development, develop social
infrastructure and ensure the best possible utilization of the national wealth. Planning had become
an accepted principle in all countries which strove to improve the living standard of their people.
Modern economic and social development of Ethiopia came very late.”® According to Cherian’s

optimistic view 1n the imperial period, they came mainly after the liberation of Ethiopia from

“Ibid.

“ Green, p. 8.

*Mellor, p. 223.

> Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Agriculture, “Agriculture in Ethiopia” (1964), p. 1.
°* Bahru Zewde, A History of Modern Ethiopia 1855-1974 (London: James Currey, 1991), p. 194.
>* Shiferaw Jammo, p. 9.
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Italian colonial rule in 1941.”" Education. health and training of technical manpower were needed
in order to make planning practical, raise industrial production and satisfy the domestic market,
modernize agriculture, and focus on fiscal policy in order to mobilize financial and human
resources for economic development. However, there were some shortcomings like low levels of
savings and shortage of skilled manpower while the administrative machinery lacked the effective
participation of concerned departments and agencies. The First Plan remained unpublished.
According to its socio-economic aims the First Five Year Plan represented a first stage program in
the development of a modern economy in Ethiopia. It was seen as a preparatory phase for future

plans™

Table I: Investment in Main Sectors during the First Five Year Plan in Millions of Birr

Sector u Plan Fulfilled Index of Fulfillment
Agriculture and Forestry 92.1 109.9 120

Mining, Power and Manufacturing |138.0 159.8 1116

Transport and Communications 240.0 287.3 120

Social services 57.0 39.0 68

Housing 122,5 206.8 169

Other Activities 24.0 36.8 ) 153

Total 673.6 839.6 124

Source: Imperial Ethiopian Government, Second Five Year Development Plan (Addis Ababa, October 1962), p. 43.
Information given on First Five Year Plan in IEG Second Five Year Plan. Note: According to the government, the
total anticipated investment was surpassed by 24 percent, if the figures can be trusted.

The Second Five Year Development Plan covered the period 1963-1967. It gave greater emphasis

to directly productive undertakings, particularly manufacturing industry, mining, electricity, etc.

**K. A. Cherian (Prepared by and ed.) “Five Year Development Plans” in Ethiopia Today, An Up-to-Date,
Ilustrated Review of Economic Development (Addis Ababa: The Central Printing Press, June, 1969), p. 168.
> Shiferaw Jammo, pp. 9-10.
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Certain basic problems in this plan were seen to be crucial. For instance, it considered agriculture
to be the leading economic activity. Some of the basic problems that were later recognized as
problems experienced in this plan were organization of agricultural research and experimentation,
organization of various agricultural services, allocation of available material and human resources
to different agricultural sectors and production areas and training and the organization for the
implementation of the program.”® Yet despite formal recognition of the importance of agriculture,
according to Bahru, “budgetary allocation for agriculture was 2 % in 1967. This was attended by

a correspondingly low growth rate of the agricultural sector.”’

However, towards the end of the Second Five Year Development Plan. the concept of modern
cooperation was introduced in Ethiopia by the enactment of the Cooperative Proclamation No.
241/1958 in 1958 E.C (1966). Cooperation was intended to create a sense of participation in
people in the course of socio-economic development. In order to help the cooperative movement
the government established the Cooperative Department.”® The functions of the Department
included helping the formation, organization, promotion and proper management of cooperative
societies in Ethiopia.”’ One major reason for the establishment of Cooperative Development was
that the majority of peasant cultivators and people engaged in small scale cottage industries found
it difficult to increase their income and improve their standard of living. They faced shortage of
money and fell prey to village moneylenders who charged them exorbitant interest rates, as much
as 100% or more. They could not obtain a rewarding and reasonable price for goods and services

they produced. They could not make use of improved methods and practices. Thus, cooperation

56Imperial Ethiopian government (IEG), Ministry of Agriculture, “Prospects of Agricultural Development in Ethiopia.
An Aide Memoire on the Occasion of the Visit of Dr. A.H. Boerma, Director General Of the Food and Agricultural
Organization” (Addis ababa: Ministry of Agriculture, February, 1971), pp. 8-9.

> Bahru, A History of Modern..., p. 194.

** Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of National Community Development and Social Affairs,
“Implementation Report 1962 E. C.” (Addis Ababa: Ministry of National Community Development and Social Affairs,
1963 E.C.), pp. 50-51.

59!mperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of National Community development and Social Affairs, “Cooperative
Development Department Annual Report 1964 E.C.” (Addis Ababa: Ministry of National community Development
and Social Affairs, September 1965 E.C.), p. 1.
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was seen as one of the devices to overcome most of these problems and raise the productivity,
income and standard of living of farmers and other low income people who were engaged in
various activities.®” There were about ten different types of cooperative societies in Ethiopia as of
June 1964 E.C. These cooperatives included Agricultural Multi -Purpose Cooperatives. There
were 67 Agricultural Multi-Purpose Cooperative Societies in Ethiopia with a total membership of
14,665 and a share capital of 1,519,975 birr. Of these, 40 were registered and 27 were at a
promotional stage. Of these 67 societies, five, namely Qola Diba in Gondar Awraja in Ddmbia
Weirdida, Wilgait-Sitit-Huméra in Wigira Awraja in Sitit Werdda, Abddrafi in Gondar Awraja in
Armachiho Wirdda and Mittima and Mahbérd Sellasie in Chilga Awraja in Méttdma Werdda
were in the Governorate General of Begemeder and Simien®' which is now called North Gondar

Zone.

The Third Five Year Plan covered the period 1969-1973/74. “Since recommendations of the
Administrative Reform Committee for the improvement of the administrative and inter-
ministerial coordination were not acted upon until 1966, the government postponed the

) .
2 A one year investment program was prepared for 1968. Thanks

preparation of the third plan.”
to the new administrative reforms, relevant government departments were involved in the
preparation of the Third Five Year Plan. Experiences were gained from the evaluation of the First
Five Year Plan and Second Five Year Plan.%’ It was only in this plan that the government gave
proper attention to agriculture. Priority in this plan was given to extensive commercial and

mechanized agriculture. The agents of this agricultural transformation were to be private

Ethiopians, expatriate concessionaires and the government. The private Ethiopians were

60Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of National Community Development and Sacial Affairs,
“Implementation Report 1963 E.C.” (Addis Ababa: Ministry of National Community Development and Social affairs,
1963 E.C.), pp. 50-51.

* Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of National Community Development and Social Affairs, “Cooperative
Development...”, p. 2.

®? Shiferaw Jammo. p. 11.

* Ibid.
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particularly active in southern Shoa. Private Ethiopians and private concessionaires were also
active in Sétit-Humira in the then north western Begemeder and Simien, bordering the Sudan.

i i " . . . 64
Thus, commercialization and mechanization became much more extensive.”

Tractors and plant protection chemicals were exempted from import duties. Fuel tax exemptions
aimed to stimulate mechanization. Large agrarian investments, above US § 200,000, were given
three to five years income tax relief. Cheap credit was also made available through the

establishment of agricultural development banks.®

Generally speaking, foreign investors were granted considerable benefits and facilities. All
such facilities were also given to Ethiopian citizens and domestic firms. Many big agricultural
farms were established. Examples are: the Wonji and Mitihara Sugar Estates, the Tdndaho
Cotton Plantation, the Elaberet Agricultural Farm, and the Cotton Plantation of Téssénéy. The
first three estates were in the Awash valley while the last two were in Eritrea, the then
northernmost province of Ethiopia. There were also many commercial farms of smaller size

operated by Ethiopian nationals in different parts of the country which received benefits.*

Following the Third Five Year Plan, the Fourth Five Year Plan was prepared and its preparation
was nearing completion. The Planning Office worked out a draft outline strategy. A large number
of planning specialists and committees representing various government departments participated
and did extensive work on alternative macro-economic growth paths and sectoral strategies and
policies. It was designed to cover the period 1975-79 but it did not get the chance to live and see the

light of day. Both the government and the plan were swept away by the events of 1974.%7

*'Bahru, A History of Modern Ethiopia..., p. 194.
® John Michael Cohen and Dov Weintraub, Land and Peasants in imperial Ethiopia: The Social Background to a

Revolution (Assen: Van Gorcum, 1975), p. 8.
®K. A. Cherian (Prepared by and ed.) “Agricultural Plantations in Ethiopia” in Ethiopia To-Day, An Up-To-Date,
Hlustrated Review of Economic Development (Addis Ababa: The Central Printing Press, June 1969), p. 42.
% Shiferaw Jammo, p. 13.
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What happened to employment and income distribution when these economic policies were
adopted? When some mechanization and large-scale commercial farming were introduced in
relatively uninhabited areas they had positive effects on both output and employment. This was
particularly true of the Sitit-Huméra, Abdérafi and Méttdama area in the north western part of
Ethiopia close to the Sudanese border. In this area large scale cultivation of sesame seeds made it
possible to increase exports. The government lands newly brought under cultivation created new
jobs and a subsequent new job-creating capacity. Nevertheless, negative consequence of
mechanized agriculture in Mittdma was the “eviction of the Gumuz people from their old villages
at Kokit and Wirkamba™.®® In the Awash basin, a large number of permanent and semi-permanent
jobs were created, especially in the sugar plantation. But if one takes into account the number of
pastoralists and their dependents dislodged from their land, the net increase in employment was
rather negative. The total number of pastoralists who had to abandon their land was greater than the

total number of people who found jobs. According to Duri Mohammed,

The pastoralists with their cattle herds were forced (o abandon
their traditional grazing lands and seek new marginal lands
because the new plantation economy had little to share with the
pastoral economy: neither its technical spill-over nor its
linkage effects could make an impact. These plantations are by
definition capital-intensive: their manpower requirements are
very much limited and relatively confined to semi-skilled
1-1io."ke(i;9, which a pastoral type of economy could hardly
avail.”

Though not really successful, and not the government’s first priority in agricultural policy, an
attempt to promote peasant agriculture was made. The government set up a unit known as the

Extension Project Implementation Department (EPID) to co-ordinate minimum package

- Dessalegn Bizuneh, “A History of Matamma Town, 1936-1991" (Ma Thesis, Department of History, A.A.U.,
2010), p. 39.

* puri Mohammed, “Tractors Come Later. Improvements in Local Farm tools and Land Reform have Priority” in
Ceres, Vol. 6, no. 4 (1973), p. 61.
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programs. The Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA) ran similar programs. A
good example to this was the Chillalo Agricultural Development Unit (CADU) of 1967 in Arsi.
The objective of this program was to benefit the poor peasants. However, it ended up by

" According to Dessalegn Rahmato, “Measured against

enriching the already rich landlords.
CADU’S goals and objectives, mechanization is also not to be welcomed because it tends to
concentrate wealth and property in the hands of the few.””" On the other hand, the Willamo

Agricultural Development Unit (WADU) that was financed by the United Nations World Bank

was relatively more successful than the CADU."™

An example of the traditional agriculture of highland Ethiopia under more favourable
conditions of infrastructure than many others was the agriculture in Ada district in eastern Shoa
that ranges from 1600 to 2400 meters above sea level. The district lies 40 kilometers from
Addis Ababa. According to Ellis, the district had better infrastructures than most areas. The

district was (and still is) noted for the high quality of its teff grain.” According to Ellis,

It was found that the cost of seedbed preparation by oxen
was less than the cost of seedbed preparation by tractor,
but that threshing by oxen was more cosily than threshing
by standing thresher and tractor. The total costs of both
operations, when tractors were assumed to be run 1000
hours a year at 67 percent efficiency, and labor in the
traditional mode of production was costed [costing] at
81.00 per day, and when improved yields were assumed,
were virtually identical.”

This case, if Ellis is correct in his costing, this would suggest that tractor farming might make no

difference to costs.

"“Bahru, A History of Modern Ethiopia..., p. 194.

! Dessalegn Rahmato, “Moral Crusaders and Incipient Capitalists: Mechanized Agriculture and its Critics in
Ethiopia” in “Proceedings of the Third Annual Seminar of the Department of History (Addis Ababa University, 1986),
p.71.

’? Bahru, A History of Modern Ethiopia..., p. 195.

”* Gene Ellis, “The Economics of Tractorization and the Dynamics of Growth in Ada District Ethiopia, presented
at the Fifteenth Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association (Philadelphia: Mount Saint Vincent University,
1972), pp. 2-3.

" 1bid., p. 9.
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The areas that attracted both local and foreign investors were Arssi province, the Rift valley, and

the Sitit-Huméra area.”

Table 2: Total Land Area under Mechanization up to 1975

Region Area in Hectares
Arssi province 32,000

Rift Valley 32,000

Awash Valley 52,000

Humira Area * - - 176,000

Others ( inc. Ada, Bale, Cheffa, Kffa, Harrér, Wélléigfi étci)m - AZS:&)_OO ]
Total 317,000

Rounded to 320,000

Source: Dessalegn Rahmato, The Peasant and the State:... p. 84.
Note=: It is only for mechanized farming.

The following chapter of my dissertation describes the beginnings and history of the new

farming at Abdérafi and Mittama.

> Dessalegn Rahmato, The Peasant and the State: Studies in Agrarian Change in Ethiopia 1950s-2000s (Addis
Ababa: Addis Ababa University Press, 2009), p. 83.
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CHAPTER TWO
GEOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY AREAS

INTRODUCTION

The areas of my dissertation research are Abdérafi and Mittdma. Geographically they are found
in what is the extreme northwestern part of what was once the Governorate General of the

Begemeder and Simien gol/a (lowlands) bordering the Sudan.

This chapter will discuss the geographical and historical background of Abdirafi and Mittima.
Both areas that are found in the then Begemeder and Simien bordering the Sudan were suitable
for mechanized farming. This chapter will briefly explain how these lowland areas were
inaccessible and wild, uncultivated wastelands before the 1950s, with poor infrastructure, scarce
resources and rampant malaria, leishmaniasis (kala-azar) and other dangerous diseases, little

drinking water and in general hazardous to health.
2.1 ABDARAFI

According to the Ethiopian Ministry of Agriculture, Institute of Agricultural Research,
ecologically, both Abdérafi and Méttima are parts of the western lowlands extending from North

Western Eritrea to the Gambélla area and further south.’

Abdérafi (also called Abdir-Rafi or Abdurafi) is found in what was once Begemeder and Simien
Governorate General in Gondar Zuria Awraja (now North Gondar Zone). It is a golla (lowland)
area. During the imperial period 196167, Abdérafi was a village under Armachiho Wéirdda in
Tach Armachiho. The centre of administration of Armachiho was Tikil Dingay. Under

Armachiho Weéirdda there were 5 mikitil wérddas, namely, Galagir, Jani Fankira, Ketch, Lay

‘Institute of Agricultural Research (IAR), Ministry of Agriculture, , “Report of the Survey Mission on the
Agricultural Development of Setit Humera Area” (Addis Ababa: Ministry of Agriculture, Institute of Agricultural
Research, 31" October-3" November, 1967), p.9.
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Map 1: Map of Ethiopia Showing National Boundaries and Provinces in the Imperial Period
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Source: John M. Cohen and Dov. Weintraub, Land and Peasants in Imperial Ethiopia. The
Social Background to a Revolution (Van Gorcum and Comp. B.V-Assen, the Netherlands, 1975),

p. cover page.
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Map 2: The Seven Awrajas of Begemeder and Simien, 1970s.

Debretabor

Source: “Bd Begemederna Simien Tdglay Gizat Huldtariaw Yd Edgdtna Limat Seminar,
Kiéi Hidar 15 qdn Eskd Hidar 21 gin 1964 E.C.”., p. cover page.
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Armachiho, and Tach Armachiho. The political centers of these mikitil wirdidas were Waynotch,

Jankéw, Bijind Maryam, Chilquana, and Godobé respectively.’

At the beginning of the 1960s, human settlement in Abdérafi was scarce. But after the
establishment of modern and other agriculture in the area people started to come and more
settlement began. In 1972, within one year of modern agricultural development, the total
number of both permanent and seasonal peak population in the different villages and farm sites
of Abdérafi, Abraha-Enjéra, the Police Farm, Grar Wuha and Marzénédb were 6,700 (permanent)
and 3,600 (seasonal) respectively. This brought the total number of the population to 10,300.°
Population increase in Abdarafi and the other cooperative farms of the area was up by 130 per

cent during the seasonal peak beginning in June and extending into October and November.*

Table 3: Projected Population ( Estimates) for Selected Towns: 1984-1988 G. C

Warada/ 2007 | losa 1985 1986 1987 1988

Town Both | M | F Both M [ F | Both [ M | F Both | M F Both | M F Both | M F
Sexes . Sexes Sexes Sexes Sexes Sexes

Mirab 15075 | 8081 | 6,994 | 5076 | 3.198 | 2,768 | G213 | 3330 | 2882 | 6460 | 3468 | 3001 | 6737 | 3611 | 3125 | 7015 | 3760 | 3254

Armahiho
Town

Abraha- 2244 | 2268 | 1976 | 1680 | §98 | 782 | 1749 | 935 | 814 | 1821 | 973 | §4§5 | (897 | 1013 | 883 | 1975 | 1055 | 919
Jira Town L

Abdarafi 10831 5,813 5018 4,287 2,301 1,986 4464 2396 2008 4648 2495 2153 4840 2598 2242 5040 2705 2335
Town

Note: Backward Projection is made based on the 2007 PHC results. Note: The population term should I think be “estimated” but the PHC term 1s
“projected” and [ therefore use the PHC. Source: Central Statistical Agency, Population and Housing Census of Ethiopia 2007.

Currently, the Sex Ratio (number of males/number of females) X 100 of Abdérafi is 121.8.”

According to informants, the first settlers in the area were the Amhara people of Armachiho.

Abdidrafl is distant from Gondar, Mittdma, and Humdira 230, 109 and 87 kilometers

*vi Ethiopia Nigusd Négdst Méngist, Yagdr Gizat Minister Mdsihét (1953-1959), p. 161.

’ Tippetts-Abbett-McCarthy-Stratton Checchi and Company (TAMS),Humara Agricultural Development Project
(HADP) Ministry of Agriculture, “The Humera Report: Resource and Development Planning” Volume 2 Surveys,
Prepared for the Ministry of Agriculture, Addis Ababa and New York, 1974, p. 121.

* Ibid., p. 120.

* Aynalem Adugfia, “Amhara demograhy and health” (July, 2014), p. 11.
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respectively.® Rainfall that comes from May to October is between 500-1000 mm. The area is
very hot with a mean annual temperature that ranges from 32% 1 44°. Malaria was and still is
rampant during the rainy season and early settlement was deterred by a high mortality rate.
Malaria is a debilitating and often fatal disease that causes alternate fever and shivering (cold
chills shaking the body). Malaria is transmitted by species of the genus anopheles mosquito.’
This serious problem prevented neighboring highlanders from exploiting the land on a permanent
settlement basis. But this did not mean that there was no farming at all. There was small scale
farming in small areas of cultivated lands.® In Ethiopia three-fourths of land below 2000 meters
is estimated to be malarious.” The highest prevalence of malaria in Humdéra is seen in the months
of August to November and the lowest prevalence is seen in the months of March and April.'°
Symptoms of malaria consists of fever, malaise, weakness, gastrointestinal complaints,
neurologic complaints, headache, back pain, chill and or/cough."’ Ethiopia started to fight against

malaria more than half a century ago. According to Aynalem,

Initially malaria control began as pilot conirol projects in the
1950s and then it was launched as a national eradication
campaign in the 60s followed by a control strategy in the 70s.
The effort has seen alternating periods of success and
Jailures. In 1976 the vertical organization known as the
National Organization for the Control of Malaria and other
Vector-borne Diseases (NOCMVD) evolved from the Malaria
Eradication Service (MES). As in the case everywhere

® Girma Melese, “Begemeder and Simien Problems and Prospects for Development” (January 1976),

pp.10-11.

" “Malaria,” The New Encyclopaedia Britanica, Microppaedia Ready Reference 15" ed. 2005 Vol. 7, pp.
724-725.

®Informants: Yitbarek Mdngistu and Yohannis Wandimu (Abdérafi Office of Agriculture, Development
Agents) and Tasfayd Warku.

QAynaIem Adugna, “Malaria in Ethiopia” in Ethiopian Demography and Health, (July 2014), p. 2.

0 Tesfaye Mengesha, Yohannes Tsegaye and Hailu Yenenen, “The Epidemiology of Malaria in Humera,
N.W Ethiopia” in Ethiopian Journal Health Science, Volume 10, No. 2 (July 2000), p. 137.

" “Treatment of Malaria (Guidelines for Clinicians)”, in Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
(Atlanta, July 2013), p. 1.
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elsewhere malaria is endemic, the disease is far from being
12
conquered.

According to informants, farmers in my dissertation areas in the 1960s and 1970s were using
quinine against malaria. Quinine tablet were sometimes distributed free of charge to farmers by
the Ministry of Health from Asmara. But the distribution was not consistent. The big farmers
used to go to Asmara in order to buy quinine tablets with their own money. The informants said
that the cost of the quinine was cheap. Seasonal labourers in the different farming sites did not in
most cases have access to quinine. They used traditional methods of protection. They smeared
their bodies with garlic and in rare cases with diesel fuel (if farmers gave it then) during the night
time. They believed that the insects would not bite them due to the smell of the garlic and the
diesel. In fact many seasonal labourers caught malaria, as noted below in chapter four. The
informants also said that the malaria eradication workers sprayed DT twice a year in their areas

and gave anti-malaria education to them."

0 i y ¥ 5 ]

Quinine has been used as a prophylactic for malaria since the 17" century. It was the first
. 14 . . . N

treatment for malaria. ™ However, “Quinine may cause side effects, such as nausea, restlessness,

. i B i ¢ 515
difficulty hearing or ringing in the ears, confusion and nervousness.”"”

DDT was developed as a modern insecticide in the 1940s. At the beginning, it was used to
combat malaria, typhus, and other insect-borne human diseases.'® Spraying of DDT exposes

people serious health effects. According to scientists, “it should only be used as a last resort in

1 Aynalem, p. 1.

" Informants: Zanabé Bilay, Tibdbu Warqu and Barihun Gabramichaél.

* Michelle Bryner, “What is Quinine?” in Live Science, (April 14, 2014), p. 1.

 “Quinine”, in US National Library of Medicine, Us Department of Health and Human Services National
Institute of Health (February 1, 2011), p. 1.

®“DDT-A Brief History and States,” in United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) (August,
2015), p. 1.
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combating malaria.” ""The use of DDT was banned by the Stockholm Convention of the United
Nations in 2001. However, since then, Ethiopia and nine other nations “notified the treaty’s
Secretariat that they are using it."> According to Environmental Health News, countries should
combat malaria without DDT by using alternative methods, “such as controlling stagnant

*1% Good bed nets, properly

ponds...and using bed nets treated with parathyroid insecticides
used, are a secure protection against the bite of malaria-carrying mosquitoes. Only one of my
informants suggested that “a few rich farmers” in my research areas might have used nets
bought from Sudan.?” He was not certain about this information. It seems therefore, that at most

only a few farmers used bed nets in the period of my dissertation and probably none at all.

Migrant workers certainly had no nets.

Worldwide, after malaria and sleeping sickness, leishmaniasis or kala-azar is the third most
important vector borne disease. In Ethiopia a serious outbreak of visceral leishmaniasis was
reported among migrant agricultural labourers near the Sudanese border of Northwest Ethiopia in
1978.”" Visceral Leishmaniasis (VL) is in fact a growing problem in the area. It is carried from
animals to people, or between people, through the bite of a parasitic sand-fly (see photograph 1).

Without treatment, the disease is almost always fatal.” James McCann has also stressed that both

Y Enviromental Health Science,”Should DDT be used to combat malaria?” in Scientific American Marlo
Cone and Environment Health News (May 4, 2009), p. 1.
® 1bid., p. 2.

¥ Ibid.

* Informant: Barihun.

! Gétahun Mingistu and Bilatd Ayéld, “Visceral Leishmaniasis and HIV Co-infection in Patients Admitted
to Gondar University Hospital, Northwest Ethiopia” (2007), p. 1 unpublished report to the hospital given to
me by these two Doctors.

2Mmeédicins Sans Frontieres (MSF-USA), “Doctors without Borders, International Activity Report 2005:
Ethiopia”, pp. 1-3.
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humans and domestic animals are discouraged by this disease from year-round habitation.*

Leishmaniasis or kala-azar is

Characterized by a range of symptoms, including fever,
weight loss, weakness, hepatomegaly, lymphadenopathy
and splenomegaly. VL..., translates to “black disease”,
because of the skin pigmentation that can be a symptom.
The incubation period ranges from three to eight
months. Infected individuals are therefore unlikely fto
develop symptoms for several months afier infection.”

Photograph 1: Sand-fly

Source: Malaria Consortium, “Leishmaniasis Control in Eastern Africa: Past and Present Efforts and
Future Needs. Situation and Gap Analysis” (Funded by COMDIS, a Research Programme Consortium coordinated
by the Nuffield Centre for International Health and Development, University of Leeds, supported by the
Department for International Development, UK, November 2010), p. 17.

Leishmaniasis is transmitted by the female sand-fly. In Ethiopia, “cutaneous leismaniasis is
endemic in highland... and it is caused ...by L. aethiopica and occasionally by L. tropica and L.

major. Visceral leishmaniasis (kala-azar) is mainly found in arid and semi-arid areas and is

- 39 2
caused by L. donovani.” >

2)ames McCann, “A Durra Revolution and Frontier Agriculture in Northwest Ethiopia: 1898-1920” in

Journal of African History (Volume 31, 1, 1990), p. 122.
** Malaria Consortium, p.- 1
2 Kidist Zealiyas, “Anti-Promastigate and haemolytic activity of selected Ethiopian traditional plants

used for treatment of leishmaniasis” in Proceeding of the Scientific Review Workshop on the ongoing
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MSF- USA runs programs in northwestern Ethiopia to treat people who have this deadly disease,
visceral leishmaniasis. The project is operated in Huméra and Abddrafi.® The MSF is handling
its project inside Abdarafi. The Abdirafi program also offers nutritional support for patients and
treatment for malnourished children.”’” Anti-malaria prophylactic tablets were not available until

after the 1970s°® and there was nothing available to prevent kala-azar.

The natural vegetation of Abdirafi is composed of species of different acacia trees with much
grass growing beneath them. Wild animals and birds that used to live in the forest included
eland, elephant, giraffe, bushbuck, lion, ostrich, bush duiker, oribi (ourebia ourebi), klipspringer,

leopard, partridge and guinea hen, but farming and hunting have almost eliminated them.”

According to informants, during the struggle of the Sudanese against the British colonialists, the
Ethiopian officials of the time are said to have allowed some of what my informants called
“freedom fighters” (but perhaps criminals in flight of bandits) to use Abdirafi as a shelter during
their “struggle”, probably in thel920s. Déjazmach Ayalew Birru (1892-1945) who was the Shum
(head) of Wigira in 1916, Shum of Simien in 1928, and the commander-in-chief of the Imperial
Army from 1917 to 1918, is also said to have given them some weapons.”” Probably this local
friendly relationship between Ethiopians and Sudanese helped to develop commercial contacts.
Ethiopian cattle and coffee were exchanged against Sudanese rock salt, cooking oil, onions and
abujédi chdrg (calico-a type of heavy cotton cloth that is usually plain white). Such social

interaction also induced Ethiopians to learn Arabic. In Abdérafi almost everybody can speak the

Efficacy and Safety Investigations of Traditionally used Medical Plants in Ethiopia, November 15-17, 2013
(Ambo, Ethiopia: Ethiopian Public Health Institute), p. 17.
% Médicins Sans Frontieres, “Doctors without Borders,” (MSF-USA)... p. 1.
2 “MSE-Holland Abdurafi Project,” 2014, p.3, Informant: Tasfayéd and Damaqa.
28 paul Henri Lambert, “Malaria: Past and Present” in Lists of Nobel Prizes and Laureates (2014), pp. 4-5
* Informants: Sergeant Maru Biqld, Basha Adugiia Warqu , Colonel Tigabu Tddla and Négddu Abata.
3 |nformants: Salimon Guadu, Gétu Alamu, Abay Silimon, Abdra Tségayd, Aschaldw Ayalew, and Jdjaw
Tsahaya.
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Arabic language. Currently five languages are spoken in Abdérafi. These are Ambharic, Tigrififia,
Arabic, Agiw and Afan Oromo. Abdirafi (Abddr-Rafi or Abdurafi) means in Arabic “(where)

Abder left.”?!

The Angérib River, also known as Bahr-as-Salam which in Arabic means “River of Peace”, is a
river of Ethiopia and Eastern Sudan, and one of the tributaries of the Nile. It rises near Daqwa,
north of Gondar in the present Amhara Region, flowing west to join the Atbarah River. The
district of Armachiho is located along part of the flow. The primary drinking water source for the
city of Gondar is the Angirdb Reservoir, fed by the Angirib River. On the other hand, the
Atbarah River, also known as the Guang River, is a river that rises in the Ethiopian highlands
west of Gondar not far from Lake Tana.*” The people in Abdarafi and its surrounding areas claim
that the Guang River is the border line that separates Ethiopia from Sudan. This river flows
northwest into Sudan, where it joins the larger Tékizé tributary of the Blue Nile. The
Atbarah/Guang now Tikazé then joins the Nile at the town of Atbarah. North of the Angirib
Angiérib River is found the large territory of Armachiho where Abdirafi is found. This area was
the center of a very strong resistance movement of the Ethiopian patriots against the Italian
Fascist occupation and its brutality, led by the prominent leaders of the patriots of Begemeder
and Simien (later Gondar province) like Fitawrari (later ras) Wubnédh Tdssima (Amoraw
Wubnih or Wubnih the Eagle) and Bitwddid Adanid Mikonin. Armachiho, owing to its
position and its difficult terrain, was once covered with thick and inaccessible forest, was once

beyond any outside control and remains up to today an area of instability and lawlessness. The

M nformants: Aschaldw, Jajaw, Sergeant Maru and Basha Adugia .
*2 Major Rivers of Ethiopia, Photo Album, Ethiopia about Ethiopia (2014), pp. 1-2; Informants: Sergeant
Maru, Basha Adugfia, and Colonel Tigabu.
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population of Armachiho had a tradition and a practice of independence and inviolability of their
territory, given that they had never been known to pay taxes to the Nigus (King). and his troops
had never penetrated into the region to assert sovereignty. In the recent past Armachiho was
considered not only as a safe asylum for outlaws and shifias (bandits, rebels), but also was
equally a storchouse of arms pillaged from passing caravans. It was known that a flourishing

trade in illegal arms and other goods was carried on from Armachiho.™

In 1935 when the Italians came to invade Ethiopia, the path they followed was from Asmara to
Om Hajir, from Om Hajér to Abdérafi, from Abdérafi to Godidbé, from Godébé to Mittdma and
from Mittdma to Gondar. The Italians built their military camps at Abdérafi and Godabé. The
Ethiopian patriots like Fitawrari Zému Mintasnot, Fitawrari Yilma Tégéie, Fitawrari Bahta
Sirat, Fitawrari Abdra Ayéld, Fitawrari Abdra Giddy and Fitawrari Kidané Ayild courageously
fought the Italians. On one occasion in 1935 they burned nine military trucks, and wiped out a
Fascist force at a place called Abba Simaw Kumar (in Arabic, Kumar is the name of a tree
(tamaridvo indica) in Abdérafi. Hence the major role Armachiho played in resisting the Fascist
occupation was probably the background to the Fascist decision to modify the border of northern
Gondar. On Feb. 5, 1939 Fascist officials in Asmara modified the border between Eritrea and
Ambhara, transferring the whole of northern Gondar, north of the Angiirib, to the Eritrean

government.”’

Abdirafi was an inaccessible and wild, almost uncultivated wasteland before the 1950s. It was
only in the 1950s that the land started to be more cultivated. Copying the farmers in Sétit-

Humira, different individuals from the surrounding area started farming with oxen in Abdérafi.

* Informants: Salimon Guadu, Gétu, Abay, Abdra, Aschaldw and Jijaw.
** Informants: Méngistu, Alina, Fiseha Asris, and Gabri Egziabher.
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Among those individuals the most important figure to be mentioned here is A7o Waksum
Nawitid. He was the ballabat in Armachiho and Qdbcille Shum of Abdédrafi. It was this man who
laid the foundation for the development of Abdérafi to wdirdda level after practicing farming first

with oxen and later with tractors.” This will be discussed in greater depth in chapter three.
£ p p

In both the Imperial and Ddirg Periods, Abdirafi was under Tach Armachiho Werdda. According
to informants, it became the seat of the Werdda governor from 1971 onwards. The first Weirdda
administrator was Aro Tdgdnie Bitéw and his Deputy was Afo Yilma Zildliw. Afo Yilma
Zildlaw was once captured and sent to prison by the Sudanese government while visiting spring
water at Korddim, owing to the long-standing dispute over whether land along the Guang River
was Ethiopian or Sudanese territory. It was through the intervention and diplomatic effort of
Emperor Haile Selassie that he was released. It should also be remembered that the Ethiopian
side of the border was kept by inefficient tdrdfdfifioch (border guards). A tdrdfdnifia was
assigned every month to keep the border. Part of Semien Gondar Zone, Tach Armachiho was
bordered on the south by Lay (upper) Armachiho and Chilga. on the southwest by Mittima. on
the west by Mirab Armachiho, on the north by Sdgédé, on the east by Dabat, and on the south
east by Wigira’ There will be more explanation on these tdrdfifiiioch in chapter 7 that

discusses the problem of the border and disputed territory.

With the coming of the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) to power
new administrative arrangements were formed. The Amhara National Regional State on its part

did the same thing. According to the new and still current administrative arrangement of the

** Yi Begemederna Simien Taglay Gizat Police, Yd Begemederna Simien Taglay Gizat Police Abalotch Yi
Ersha Limat Mahbdr Mésihét (Addis Ababa: Artistic Printing Press, 1963 E.C), pp. 5-10; Informants: Abdra,
Mangistu, Aldnd, Sdlamon Hundiaw.

% Liqu Ejigu, Y& Kibur Bitwddédd Adand Mdkondn Abba Défar Y Hiwdt Tarik (Addis Ababa: Artistic
Printing Press, 1977 E.C), pp. 237 & 246; Informants: Abdra, Méngistu, Fiseha, Gétu, and Aschalaw.
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Wirddas in North Gondar, the town of Abdérafi became part of Mirab Armachiho under
Abriha-Enjdra, which in Tigriffia language means “Abriha’s bread”, also known as Abriha-Jira
which in Afan Oromo means “Abriha is present” or “Abriha is here.” The place is also called
Abriha Jiraf, which in Amharic means “Abraha the plowman’s whip.” Abdirafi lost its Weircida
status and became a sub-Wdirdda. This created dissatisfaction among the people of the area. Then
Abdirafi became one among the newly organized urban centers with municipal status as of July
5, 2004. It became a sub-municipality under North Gondar Zone. A mayor was assigned to run
the local government in December 2014. Located at the northwestern point of Semien Gondar
Zone, Abdérafi is bordered on the north by the Tigray Regional State towns of Humira and Mai
Khadra at 65 and 95 kilometers respectively, on the south by Mittdma Yohannis at 29 kms., on
the east by Sdgidé and its Werdda town of Abrdaha-Enjdra and on the west by neighboring Sudan
at 28 kms. (See Map 2). There is a small Sudanese town on the border. The name of this small
town is Assira. It is a commercial town under Gedarif. Friday is its market day. There is free
movement of people. Ethiopians from Abdirafi can go to Assira and the Sudanese people can
come from Assira to Abdérafi. It takes two hours on foot. There is smuggling. The smugglers are

both Ethiopians and Sudanese. They smuggle especially weapons.®’

2.2 MATTAMA
Mittdma (also known as Méttdma Yohannis) is found in what was once the Governorate General
of Begemeder and Simien in Chilga Awraja on the border with Sudan. Across the border is
Sudanese Gallabat. According to Hormuzd Rassam, the name “Miéttima™ comes from the Arabic

Mutamm for “the place of cutting, or termination-indicating the end of Muslim provinces”,

*'Zikre-Hig of the Council of the Amhara National Regional State in the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, The Amhara National Regional State Newly Organized Municipalities Revenue Toriff
Determination, Council of the Regional Government Regulation Regulation No. 20/2004; Ministry of
Agriculture, “The Humdra Report, Appendices”, p. 24; Informants: Gétu, Abay, Abdra, Aschaldw,lajaw,
Nagdadu, and Girma Mogas.
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although at the time the settlement was better known as “Suk ul-Gallabat” (“the market of
Gallabat™).*® Mittama wercda is located about 900 kms. northwest of Addis Ababa and about
180 kms. west of Gondar city. Currently it is one of the most remote wéirddas of the Amhara
Regional State. It has an international boundary of more than 60 kms. length between Ethiopia
and Sudan. Part of North Gondar Zone, Mittdma is bordered on the south by Quara, on the west
by Sudan, on the north by Mirab Armachiho, on the northeast by Tach Armachiho, on the east by
Chilga, and on the southeast by [akusa. Towns in Mittdma include Shihdi, Mattima Yohannis,

and Shinfa.”’

Before the 1960s no one lived in Mittdma ouside Méttdma Yohannis except a few Gumuz in the
Kokit area and probably some Qimant. It was inaccessible to human settlement. According to
Dessalegn Bizuneh, in 1938, the population of Mittdma Yohannis was 3000. There were more

“ Due to the development of modern agriculture in Méttima Weirdda,

Eritreans than any others.
other new towns like Shihdi, Shinfa, Kokit and Ginda Wuha were established and grew with
population settlement. Population increase in Méttdma and in the other agricultural development

areas was 130 per cent during the seasonal peak beginning in June and extending into October

41
and November.

* Hormuzd Rassam, Narrative of the British Mission to Theodore King of Abyssinia (London: John Murray,
1869), p.158.

* The International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) and the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development (MoARD), “Metema Pilol Learning Site Diagnosis and Program Design” (July 2005), p. 7.

o Dessalegn Bizuneh, p. 19.

“ITAMS, “The Humera Report: Resource ...”, p. 120.
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According to Solomon, ... the Matamma-Humara towns attracted between 80,000 and 150,000
migrants. The city [Gondar] had almost tripled the size of its population. In 1960 the estimated

population of Gondar was 29,700 and in 1964 it had grown to 44,508 %%

Table 4: Projected Population (Estimates) for selected towns: 1984-1988 G.C

Weirdida! | 2007 1984 1985 1986 1687 1988

Town Both | M I Both | M F Both [ M F Both M 3 “Both [ M [ F Both | M F
Sexes Sexes Sexes Sexes sexes Sexes

Mattima 29698 | 15128 | 14570 | 11754 | 5988 | 5767 | 12240 | 6235 | 6005 | 12745 | 6492 | 6253 | 13271 | 6760 | 6511 | 13819 | 7039 | 6780

Wardda

Mattama 10171 | 5046 | 5125 | 4026 1997 | 2028 | 4192 | 2080 | 2112 | 4365 | 2165 | 2199 | 4545 | 2255 | 2200 | 4733 | 2348 | 2385

Yohannes

Town

Shahdi 1537 | 834 703 608 330 | 278 | 633 334 | 290 | 660 358 302 | 687 373 314|715 388 | 327

Town

Shinfa 3928 | 2005 1923 1555 794 | 761 1619 | 826 | 793 | 1686 | 860 | 825 1755 | 896 | 850 1828 | 933 | 895

Town —— (| |

Kokit 2720 1467 1253 1077 581 496 121 [ 605 | 516 | 1167 | 630 538 1215 | 6s6 | se0 | 1266 | 683 | 583

Town -

Ganda 11342 | 5776 | 5566 | 4489 | 2286 | 2203 | 4674 | 2380 | 2294 | 4867 | 2479 | 2389 | 068 | 2381 | 2487 | 5278 | 2688 | 2390

‘Wuha

Town =

Note: Backward Projection is made based on the 2007 PHC results

Source: Central Statistical Agency, Population and Housing Census of Ethiopia 2007

Currently, the sex ratio of the two towns Miittima Yohannis and Shiihdi is 121.8 and 118.1

respectively.”

Lying on the main trade route from Sénnar (Sinnar) to Gondar, Méttima/ Gallabat grew into a
trade centre of some importance. This location not only made the settlement a major market place,

i : 44 .
but also a major slave market in the 19" century.* According to Abdussamad,

Ethiopian slaves under the name Habash (Abyssinian or Ethiopian)
had a high demand in the markets of Arabia and the Middle East in
the second half of the nineteenth century. Male slaves from Ethiopia
served as bodyguards, servants and treasurers (o rulers, Sheikhs
and rich merchants of Arabia. The demand for female Ethiopian
slaves who were bright-yellow or dark-brown was even higher, as
the well-to-do made them wives and concubines.

The principal sources of slaves, all of whom passed through
Matamma, the inland port on the Ethio-Sudanese border, and

* solomon, p. 248.Note: the rise of Gondar’s population was not “tripled”as Solomon says but had grown
very quickly.

= Aynalem, p. 11.

““Richard Pankhurst, Economic History of Ethiopia 1800-1935 (Addis Ababa: Haile Sellassie |
University Press, 1968), pp. 97-98.
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Massawa and Tajura on the Red Sea, were the south-western parts
of Ethiopia. Slaves came mainly from Kaffa, Maji, Gamu, Gimira,
Gofa, Wallayta, Kullo and Konta. Most slaves, therefore, originated
from the Oromo and Sidama country.”

The altitude of Mittima ranges from 550 to 1608 meters."® It is very hot. The average
temperature of the warmest month is 400C and the average annual temperature is 32%_47 The
mean annual rainfall ranges from about 700 to around 1100 mm.* High temperature is an
environmental problem which sometimes causes crop failures due to high evapotranspiration.”
The risk of malaria was and still is very great since Mittdma is found in the extreme lowland.

For instance, according to Simoons, writing on the 1950s situation,

Metema is considered a punishment post for the police, civil
officials, and school teachers who are assigned there by the
government. Many of the Amhara sent to Metema leave their
Jamilies safely behind in the highland and besiege their superiors
with petitions requesting to return to the cool, pleasant, relatively
healthy plateau.””

The town of Mittdma traces its origins to the Tdkruri settlers (Muslim pilgrims who remained in
Mittima and Humira) coming from central Africa mostly from Darfur.’’ Before the
development of modern agriculture most of the land was covered with natural vegetation. The
natural vegetation consisted of different acacia species with a lot of grass under them. Mattdma is

one of the wdrddas where gum and incense is collected. There is an extensive area that is

“Abdussamad H. Ahmad, “Ethiopian Slave Exports at Matamma, Massawa and Tajura c. 1830 to 1885” in
William Gervase Clarence- Smith,(ed.) The Economics of the Indian Ocean Slave Trade in the Nineteenth Century
(London: Frank Cass, 1989), p. 93.

*® Frederick J. Simoons, Northwest Ethiopia: Peoples and Economy (Madison: The University of Wisconsin Press,
1960), p. 8.

7 Mamo Morka and Atnafu Molla, “Y4 Mattdma Yohannis Kitdma Misiratawi Plan Riport” (Bahir Dar, Nahasé
2004), p. 15.

“* LRI and MoARD, p. 7 b.

@ Kahsay Berhe and lan Campbell, “Environmental Assessment and Screening Report on the Project of
Improving Productivity and Market Success of Ethiopian Farmers, Pilot Learning Woreda: Metema” Presented to
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) (2006}, p. 5.

2 Simoons, p. 58.

51Henry Dufton, Narrative of a Journey through Abyssinia in 1862-3; with an Appendix on the Abyssinian
Captives Question (London: Chapman and Hall, 1867), pp. 40-41.
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covered with incense trees and currently there are three private companies involved in harvesting
incense with a capacity of about 500 quintals annually. The area is also known for growing
bamboo. On the way from Gondar to Shihdi (or Gindd Wuha), the wérdda town since 1978,

~ 32
many of the houses were made of bamboo.>

The forests were used as grazing lands for livestock brought from other areas, especially from the
Sudan. Wild animals that used to live in the forest included eland. elephant, lion, waterbuck,
greater kudu, buffalo, bush buck, bush duiker, etc. There was also a wide variety of birds like
partridge, guinea hen and ostrich. However, as for the Abdirafi area, these have nearly all

disappeared.

The town of Mittdma Yohannis, which was the seat of the wdrdda governor from its
establishment in 1946, was a centre of interaction for more than a century for people who came
from different parts of the country. Maittdma was also a mikitil weirdda and its centre of
administration was Awatého. The six major languages spoken in the town are Amharic, Tigrififia,
Gumuz, Qimant, Afan Oromo and Arabic. The majority of the inhabitants are Orthodox Christians
while Muslims are the second largest group. Mittima Yohannis and Sudanese Gallabat next to it
are borderland towns. They are separated by a small normally dry river known as the Amira.
There is a small bridge over the Amira dry river that connects the two. There are Customs offices
and Immigration offices on both sides of the frontier but there is free movement of people during
the daytime (12 hours), between these two towns, Mittima and Gallabat. It should be

remembered that Sudan has border controls to Ethiopia at Huméra and Mittima. The crossing

**ILRI and MoARd, p. 9.
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through Mittdma (Ethiopia) is the most popular and from there one can catch a bus to Gondar. In

Sudan, one can travel to Gédaref and get an early morning start to the border town of Gallabat.™

Photograph 2: The border line between Ethiopia and Sudan (or between Mcittdma Yohannis and Gallabat)
separated by the Amira River (or Amira Bridge). The Bridge is not allowed to be photographed.

Source: Photo, Atakilt, taken on Oct. 15, 2014

The economy of Mittdma is predominantly agricultural. This wdrdda has been a major centre of
cotton production since the 1950s.>" Livestock production was and still is an integral part of the
production system. Agro-pastoralism is carried on in the lowland wdrddas of Mittima, Quara,
Sdgddé, Tach Armachiho, and Mirab Armachiho. It is the second most important production
system next to arable farming. It involves seasonal mobility of livestock in search of pasture over
a large area of land. This production system contributes to rural livelihoods through the cattle
trade and related activities. Most of the farmers in the lowland areas of North Gondar Zone appear
to have significant market orientation in their livestock production. In the highlands, most of the
livestock producers are subsistence- oriented. Keeping of cattle, goats, and poultry is a common

practice. Cattle are exported to the Sudan while goats are mainly sold in local markets. The cross-

** Informants: Mérgéta Fréw Bisit, Haild Mariam Wirku, Inspector Bihonefi EIf Asagid, Sergeant Asséfa Filika,
Mandéfro Tassdma, and Kindie Chékol; Y& Ethiopia Nigusd Nagast Mangist Ya Ersha Minister Ya Begemederna Ya
Simien Taglay Gizat, “K3 Begemederna Ka Simien Taqlay Gizat K& Ersha Yamigafiaw Y& Tafatro Habt Yamiamalakit
Rapor” Ydkatit 29, 1935 E.C, p. 3.

**ILRI and MoARD, p. 9.
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border cattle trade to Sudan was illegal until 2003. It was only in 2003 that a bilateral trade
agreement was signed between Ethiopia and Sudan. However, both legal and illegal cattle trade is
currently operating as it was in the past. The illegal cattle trade is now the movement of cattle
from Ethiopia to Sudan which has not paid the export tax. There is smallholder milk and butter
production mainly for the local market. On the other hand, transhumants cattle did and still do
often move from highlands to lowlands. Highland cattle move to the lowlands during the rainy
season from June to October for grazing. Honey production is another common practice in the

wirdda, mainly in the forest areas.™

There was one particularly critical event at Mattdma in the history of Ethiopia. Emperor Yohannis
[V was killed at the Battle of Méttdma (also called the Battle of Gallabat) which was fought 9-10
March 1889 between the Mahdist Sudanese and the Ethiopian forces. The fighting occurred at the
twin settlements of Gallabat (in modern Sudan) and Méttima (in modern Ethiopia), so both names
are commonly used and either can be argued to be correct. When Yohannis was wounded, he is
said to have prayed for water and said “Maryam, Maryam Wuha” (which means Mary, Mary
[please] water) in the midst of the rocky and desert area below Yohannis Térara (Yohannis
Mountain) or Mandéfro Térara (a mountain that could not touched by invaders). According to the
tradition told me by my informants, water came out as a spring and emperor Yohannis drank that
water before his death. The spring still exists and Kididnid Mihret church was built there. The place
became known as Maryam Wuha which means Water of Mary. People who have health problems
usually come from different parts of Ethiopia to be immersed in the tabl (holy water). Yohannis
was buried at Méttdma at a place called Yohannis Térara (Yohannis Mountain) where he had built

a fortification in the fight against the Mahdists. Colonel Mengistu Haile Mariam, the Dérg

*Informants: Sisay Birhanu, Fintahun Kidané, Abba Gibri Tsadig Sahld Maryam, Fiseha Mabratu, Habtamu
Bililif, and Tad&ld Mulé.
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Chairman after visiting the area and rebuking the local officials for not commemorating a national
hero, ordered the officials and people of Mittima to build a monument in memory of the national
hero who died defending Ethiopia against foreign invaders. The people of Mittdma organized by
Mittima Yohannis Qcbdlle 01 built this monument on his tomb on the top of the mountain in
1981. There is also a cross, the symbol of Christianity, near the monument to show that the

Emperor was a devoted Ethiopian Orthodox Christian.”®

Photograph 3: The monument that is dedicated to Emperor Yohannis 1V

Source: Photo, taken by Biadgilififi Wéldié, Grade 8 student in Mcttdma General Primary school on Oct.
15,2014

Note: The year 1882 E.C that is written on the monument is wrong for the death of Yohannis IV because Y\ ohannis
1V died inl1881 E.C. (Mar.1889 G.C) not in 1882 E.C (1890 G.C). I think this was written by mistake.

Mittima Yohannis was the centre of administration and the seat of the wirdda governor for a
long time. But now under the Amhara National Regional State it is a sub-wdrdda like Abdrafi.
Ginda Wuha became a wirdda in 1978. Ginda Wuha is 36 kms. from Mittima Yohannis on
the way to the city of Gondar.”” Later on by the Regulation No. 20/2004 of the Amhara

National Regional State Newly Organized Municipalities Revenue Tariff Determination,

58|nformants: Habtd Wild Gébra Hiwat and Colonel Wirku Bogala.
5784 Amara Biherawi Kililawi Mangist Industrina Kdtdma Limat Birro ,“Ya K&tamotch Plan institute Y4 Mattama
Yohannis Katdma Méasaratawi Plan Riport” (Bahir Dar, Ndhasé 2004 E.C), p. 8.
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Council of the Regional Government Regulation, Mittdma Yohannis was raised to a sub-

municipality status.’® Tt has its own mayor and a Basic Plan (See Map Appendix i).

2.2.1 MAHBARA SELASSIE
The geographically isolated monastery of Mahbiri Selassie, one of the oldest and most
renowned monasteries in Ethiopia, is found in what was at one time Begemeder and Simien
Governorate General in the Amhara Regional State in North Gondar Zone along the Ethio-Sudan

border in Chilga Awraja under the diocese of Mittdma Weirdida’.

The distance from Mittima to Mahbiri Selassie monastery is about 70 kms. There is no road
constructed. It is inaccessible to motor transport except tractors. Anyone who wants to visit this
monastery must go by tractor or on foot or by horse or mule. Tt takes about seven hours on foot
from the highway to reach there. Mahbird Selassie Monastery is in a semi-desert area where
malaria was and still is rampant. There is no health centre near the monastery. It is also very easy

to get sunstroke particularly at midday. Water is scarce.”

There are different other monasteries surrounding Mahbird Selassie. These are Gddam
(monastery) Dimuh to the north, Ganucha monastery to the south and Emmama (Wattaho)

monastery to the east. Sudan is to the west.”!

The natural vegetation of the area consists of acacia trees with a lot of grass under them. It was
and still is a dense bush area. The other plant species are warka (sycamore, Ficus vasta (fig tree),

meger (Boswellia ogadenenesis), yd bérdha shimdl (Oxytenanthera abyssinica), Senna (Senna

%8 Zikre Hig of the Council of the Amhara National Regional State ...Regulation No. 20/2014, p. 12.

% piacon Merawi Enchalew Belay, “A Brief History of Mahibere Selassie Monastery” (Senior Essay, Department
of Theology, Addis Ababa Holy Trinity Theological College, 2000), p. 5.

| nformants: Sisay, Haild Mariam, Kinde and Abba Gabrd Tsadig; Garima Tafirs, Gonddre Bagashaw (Addis
Ababa: Tisfa Gibra Selassie Printing Press, 1949 E.C), p. 49.

*! piacon Merawi, p. 5
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alexandrina) etc. The wild animals that used to live in the forest included lions, leopards,
giraffes, greater kudu, hyenas, monkeys, wild pigs and other animals and different varieties of

birds but the animals have mostly gone.62

According to Joachim Person,

Local tradition ascribes its foundation (o the kings Abraha and Asbaha,

and links it with a vision of the Trinity that St. Frumentius (Abba
Salama Kasate Berhan) is said to have had there. Historically,
however, M.S. is associated with the 17"*" Holy monk Amda Sellase,
who miraculously healed ase Susenyos. Subsequently, ase Fasiladas
richly endowed the monastery. Administrative activities of M.S.
included collecting tributes and taxation, administering justice and
providing defense, all organized and directed from the town of
Matbeya.

Although it never accumulated substantial wealth, M.S.was
attacked and pillaged several times. One of the raids might have
happened whilst leg Kasa was there in 1827, being one of the few
children to suwrvive. In 1889, the Mahdists attacked M.S., burnt the
church and massacred the monks; the monastery is said to have also
been raided by British soldiers, probably an expeditionary force that
came from the Sudan. Finally, during the lialian occupation (some
time in 1937), the church was desiroyed and some 24 (o 50 monks
killed by Italian bombing. In August 1940, M.S. was the first place
where Daniel Sandford, the head of the “Mission 101", looked for
local contacts and support.”

The monastery has been known by different names. Its first name was Miqwamé Selassie Gddam .
Later on the name Migwamé Selassie Gédam was changed to Mékand Selassic Géidam. Miakand
Selassie Gedam was changed to Mahbird Selassie Gedam and finally Mahbird Selassie Gddam

was changed to Mahbira Selassie Andinét Gadam.®' The monastery is now administered by seven

62, .
Ibid.
63 |nachim Persoon, “Mahbiri Sellase” in Encyclopaedia Aethopica, Volume 3, He-N (Wiesbaden :

Harrassowitz Verlag, 2007), p. 653.
8 ahbira Selassie Andindt Gadam, “Yé Mahbdrd Selassie Andinét Gadam Achir Tarik” (Bahir Dar: Tis Abay

Printing Press, 2005 E.C.), p. 4.
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monks whose titles are Mamhir (Abdmnet), Mdgabi, Ligi Radeie, Attaii, Eqa Bét, Ligd Abbdw and

Egual Mdgabit.f’s(See Glossary).

Map 3: Map of Mahbiri Selassie Monastery area.
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Source: Taken from Johann Solkner, Maria Wurzinger, and Zewdu Wuletaw, “Genetic and
Phenotypic Characterization and Dessign of a Breeding Strategy for an Indigenous Cattle
Breed in North Western Ethiopia; A Contribution for Susainable Genetic Resources
Utilization” (2009), p. 2.

(Monastery)

It is reported that

M.S. had close relations with the rulers of Quara. Leg Kasa
(the future ase Tewodros II) was sent to M.S. by his Mother
Attettaggab, and stayed and learnt there for some seven years,
leaving the monastery at the age of 16. Moreover, a few years

®Mairha Tababet 23 Ganita Maryam, “Ya Mahbéri Selassie Gadam Tarik Bachiru” in Tinsae Mdsihét ( Ya
Néhasé Yd Médskdrdmna yd Tigimt Wdrat 1982 E.C ), p. 10.
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after his death at Maqgdalla (13 April 1868), his son Masasa
reportedly transferred Tewodros's remains (o M.S.%

The total area of the monastery land is now 19.186 hectares after the Ddrg expropriated a much
larger area. There are four big mountains around the monastery.These are Karkamitch, Kukbi,
Gurmas Diba and Amba where the monastery is found.” The major source of income of the
monastery is crops supported by cattle raising. The monastery cattle are an indigenous breed which
has existed for over three centuries. The breed was established from religious donations of breeding
cattle. The cattle type in the monastery is different in many respects from the cattle population of the
vicinity. For instance, the ear is big in size and the facial profile is always concave. No other
breeding animals have been introduced into the herd for a long time. The monastery manages the
cattle with very little or no technical support. It has only limited veterinary services. They either
slaughter or sell the unwanted cattle selectively. In 2009 the herd were estimated to consist of 3000
animals. There has been no systematic recording of the output of the cattle but the monks or the
herdsmen closely monitor the cows for good milking ability, regular calving and cool temperament.
The herdsmen, who are all monks, have always been in charge of the day-to-day management of the
herd. ®® Breeding bulls, breeding females and young stock are kept separeatly. There is no shortage

of bulls.*’

The size of the herd is declining due to the shrinking of land holdings of the monastery. The

monastery is under pressure from expanding cultivation in the lowlands. The monastery’s cattle are

* persoon, E.653,
' Diacon Merawi, p. 41
% Johann Solkner, Maria Wurzinger, and Zewdu Wuletaw, “Genetic and Phenotypic...”, p. 64
69 .
Ibid., p. 65
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affected by contagious diseases transmitted from transhumant cattle herds that often trespass on

grazing territories of the monastery.””

Table 5 : Major Disease and Parasites of the Monastery Herd.

Disease Occurrence period Treatment
Trypansomiasis July-September Injection
Foot and Mouth disecase Any time No treatment
Blackleg September-October Injection
Heart water Any time No treatment
Teat infection Any time Injection
Internal parasites October-February Tablets

Source: Taken from Johann Sélkner, Maria Wurzinger, and Zewdu Wuletaw, “Genetic and Phenotypic ..., p. 635.

Photograph 4: The cattle, the monks and an agricultural expert from North Gondar in Mahbiird Selassie Monastery

Source: Taken from Johann Solkner, Maria Wurzinger, and Zewdu Wuletaw, “Genetic and Phenotypic...,” p. 2%

The monastery has also practiced and still does practise irrigation from the Shinfa river, which is in
a deep gorge, by using a water pump.The monks plant and grow bananas, onions, green peppers and
tomatoes for their own consumption and sell the remainder to the surrounding communities for cash.
Before plowing the land the bushes and grass are cleared. Shifting cultivation is practised. The
monks are always busy in different activities. They plow the land and protect the domestic animals

from any danger.They protect the crops from birds, wild pigs, and other destructive wildlife. They

" bid., p. 64
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are also engaged in preparing food in the kitchen. No baked food is allowed to enter the monastery

. 5 i . 71
from outside. Everything is prepared in the monastery by the monks themselves.

The monastery has its own rules and regulations. Based on Amda Sellase’s Rules, the monastery
follows strict discipline. All private property is forbidden. It is not also allowed to walk across the
compound with shoes and wearing hats or armed with weapons or to ride across the compound on

72
horseback.

The monastery of Mahbird Selassie maintains good relations with the nearby Gumuz people.
Mahbiiri Selassie is known as Yeshi Mahbér which means “the community of a thousand.”” (See
the seal in Appendix iii). The beginning and expansion of partially mechanized and other arable

- farming in Abdérafi and Matdmma will be discussed in chapter three.

Digcon Merawi, pp. 41-42; Mirha Tababet, p. 23, Informants: Abba Gabratsadiq, Sisay, Kinde, Hdild
Mariam and Abba Gabrda Medhin.

"2 Marha Tabibet, p. 10.

"persoon, p. 653; See also Appendix 4.
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CHAPTER THREE

THE COMMENCEMENT AND EXPANSION OF PARTIALLY MECHANIZED AND OTHER ARABLE
FARMING IN ABDARAFI AND MATAMMA

INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses the beginning of mechanized agriculture in Sétit-Huméra and lessons for
other areas like Abdérafi and Mittima. It also discusses the establishment and development of
Armachiho-Godibé-Abdiarafi Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society, the Police Farm, and
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church Development Commission in Abdarafi and Méttama-Mahbérd
Sellasic Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society and other Farmers’Associations in

Mittima.

3.1 THE INTRODUCTION OF PARTIALLY MECHANIZED AND OTHER ARABLE FARMING IN
NORTH WEST ETHIOPIA

After the expulsion of the Italians in 1941, some Ethiopians who were in the Sudan as exiles or
refugees during the Italian occupation and some Sudanese came to Sétit-Huméra. They showed
interest in introducing modern agriculture by applying modern agricultural techniques which
they had observed in the Sudan, the country across the Ethiopian border, parts of which had been
agriculturally fast growing under the British. According to Fitaye Assegu. in 1957 the late Ato
Gettu Lawitih, (a man from Dibarig, Simien Awraja, who was later the first to open a gas
station in the town of Humira), attempted to introduce tractor farming in Sétit-Huméra on his
own initiative. This man had seen some modern agricultural techniques in the Sudan while he
was there during his days as a patriot against the Italians. But because of lack of capital and

insufficient mechanical knowledge he was unable to fulfill his hopes and this first tractor was
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soon abandoned and decayed there on his land. He also shared views of applying modern

agriculture with Birwiddad Andargachew Messai.'

Bitwidid Andargachew Messai, the son-in-law (husband of Princess Tenagnework) of Emperor
Haile Selassie, was the Governor General of Begemeder and Simien (1948-1952)" before he was
appointed as the Representative of His Imperial Majesty to Eritrea (1952-1959). Bitwidad
Andargachew on his part established contact with Dr. Dinko Cvitanovitch, a Yugoslav national
whom he knew while Civitanovitch was working at the Gondar hospital before he was
transferred to Asmara. Andargachiw persuaded this doctor and his brother-in-law, Marco (Mark)
Sideris, a Greek national married to the doctor’s sister, to invest in mechanized agriculture in

Satit-Humiira.”

Both Dr.Cvitanovitch and Mr.Sideris were convinced and decided to start modern farming in
Sitit-Huméra. Dimitrios (Dimitri) Zervos, Sideris’s uncle, also joined them.” Dimitrios Zervos
was the son of Fokidides Zervos who was the brother of Dr. Jacovos (Jacob) Zervos.® Dr.
Zervos (d.1956) came to Ethiopia in 1911 from the Greek island of Cephalonia and soon
became a faithful and distinguished doctor and friend of Emperor Haile Selassie. He was known
for playing a very important role in the cementing of Greek-Ethiopian relations.” During the

imperial period, Dr.Zervos served Ethiopia as the “president of a commission that advised the

! Fitaye Assegu, “The Traditional Usage of the Land in Satit-Humara” cited by Beide Melaku, “Land Tenure and
Land Reform” (A section of his Term Paper, Department of Law, Haile Selassie | University, 1971), p. 1.

. Liqu Ejigu, pp. 208, 210.

*7ewde Reta, Bd Qddamawi Haile Selassie Zémdnd Mdngist Yd Ertra Guday, 1941-1963, 4th ed. (Addis Ababa:
Central Printing Press, 1998 E. C.), p. 356.

* Fitaye, “The Traditional Usage...”, p. 1.

® Haile Selassie | Prize Trust, Tenth Year Prize Trust Awards, 1964-1973 (Addis Ababa: Artistic Printers, 1973), p.
86.

® Informant: Rev. Chrysotomos Barberis.

7 Anestis Ghanotakis, “The Greeks of Ethiopia, 1889-1970" (PhD Thesis Department of History, Boston University,
1979), p. 190.
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Office of the Public Health...”® At the same time, Dr. Zervos was a small gold mine concession
holder in Wollega with another Greek, P. Nittis, David Hall, “a government servant of German-

Ethiopian origin, and Dr. Martin ({akim Warqnih), who held a private concession at Néijo”.9

The two Greek nationals, Marco Sideris and Dimitri Zervos, and one Yugoslav national, Dr.
Dinko Cvitanovitch, took government land in Sétit- Huméra and formed the Al Khadra
Agricultural Works Limited Company. It was a family organized project and a share company.
The land of the Al Khadra Agricultural Works Company was located in the Satit-Huméra
Weirdda of the then Governorate General of Begemeder and Simien adjacent to the Ethiopia-

(

Sudan border just south of the Tédkdzé (Satit) River' about 18 kilometers south of Humira

town. !

The size of the Al Khadra Farm (it means in Arabic the Green Farm) was 6000 hectares or 150
gashas (40 hectares = | gasha). The farm was established in 1958. The investors were from
then on engaged in the production of sesame, sorghum and cotton. The initial capital that was
invested in the farm was Birr 300,000 and that amount had in 1968 increased to Birr 850,000.
The land was farmed under concession from the Ethiopian Government. It was a thirty-five year
lease, renewable for 35 additional years. The Al Khadra Farm was awarded a gold medal and
diploma with a sum of 7,000 Ethiopian dollars (the source uses the word dollars rather than
birr) in 1968 from the Haile Selassie I Award for Agriculture for its pioneering activities.'” A

Concession Map of 440 hectares of the part of the concession land in the Rauian zone to the

& Ibid.,, p. 124.

? Richard Pankhurst, Economic History of Ethiopia, 1800-1935 (Addis Ababa: H.S.1.U Press, 1968), p. 237.
1% Haile Selassie | Prize Trust, Tenth Year ..., p. 85.

" Atakilt, p. 33.

2 Haile Selassie | Prize, Tenth year..., p. 85.
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south of Humira town, under the signature of the government officials allocating the land and
the above mentioned concessionaires, is available in the Welde Mesqel library’s Agricultural
Archival Section.”® Of the total 6000 hectares of land, some 4,900 hectares were in the
immediate vicinity of the farm headquarters, about 15 kms south of the town of Humdra, and
the other 1,100 hectares were in two separate locations. In 1958, the company had eight tractors
and in 1968 the tractors increased to nineteen, of which ten were new. The major shareholder
and manager of the Al Khadra Farm was Marco Sideris.'"* The local people in the area
nicknamed him “kwaja” which in Arabic means “a wealthy or rich man”. Most of Sideris’s life
had been spent in Africa. Prior to moving to Sétit-Humdra in Ethiopia in 1958, he had farmed in
Egypt, growing primarily cotton. He left Egypt for Ethiopia due to his fear and hatred of what

he called “communism” in Egypt under the Nasser regime."”

Photograph 5: Mr. Marco Sideris, Manager and major shareholder of Al Khadra Farm.

o

Source: Taken from Haile Selassie | Prize Trust, Fifth Year Prize Trust Awards, 1964-1968
(A.A: Artistic Printers, 1968), p.69.

® Wailda Masqal Archive Folder 2%° €T°C 4 Gibrina Liyou, Concession Requested By Dimitri Zervos, Dinko
Cvitanovitth and Marc Sideris , p. 1.
¥ Haile Selassie | Prize Trust, Fifth Year Prize Trust Awards, 1964-1968 (Addis Ababa: Artistic Printers, 1968), p. 69.

B atakilt, pp. 34-35.
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The major problems of farming in Sétit-Huméra include poor transportation and unsatisfactory
marketing systems. Malaria was also rampant. Efforts were being made to eradicate malaria in

the area'® without success.

When the Al Khadra Farm started its operations in Huméra, nobody seemed to have faith in the
efforts of the concessionaires except the concessionaires themselves. The area was considered as
useless with no agricultural value."The people of Wilqait and Sigadé stood against the
government concession in Sitit-Humdra. They alleged that the government had no right to make
the land in Sitit-Humira the subject of a gift or lease, especially to foreigners. They believed that
all hunting and seasonal grazing areas customarily belonged to the communities of adjacent areas
who hunted and grazed their livestock on them.'*Some of the people even threatened the foreign
investors.' The Al Khadra camp at its initial stage was for some time protected by government
policemen. The local people suspected that to obtain protection the investors had given some
share of the profits to officials in Humira or the Begemeder and Simien Governorate General.”
But this seems unreliable because I could not get any other information to justify this opinion. It
seems to me that this protection was given as a matter of government policy 1o provide security
for the foreign nationals engaged in development from any threat that might arise from the local
people. The local people were not successful in their opposition to the lease of land because
according to Article 130 a, b, ¢ and d of the 1955 Revised Constitution of Ethiopia, the land
including the natural forest in Sétit-Humdra was state domain. For example according to Article

130 b, “The natural resources in the waters, forests, land, air, lakes, rivers and ports of the

“°Haile Sellasie | Prize Trust ...1964-1968, p. 69.
YHaile Selassie | Prize Trust... 1964-1973, p. 86.
18 .

Fitaye, p. 3.
¥ Ibid., p. 2.
2 atakilt, p. 35.
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Empire are a sacred trust for the benefit of present and succeeding generations of the Ethiopian
people”.”' Moreover, according to Article 1194 of the Civil Code of Ethiopia, "Immovables
situate in Ethiopia which is [sic for are] vacant and without a master shall be the property of the
state."*> At the same time, according to Article 1168 (1) of the same Civil Code, to claim
ownership, the occupier of land should at least pay land taxes for fifteen consecutive years.”
However, the people of Wilqait and Sidgadé could not satisfy this legal requirement because they
had never paid any land tax on the land.”" Thanks to their earlier experience in agriculture, the
concessionaires fought hard against all difficulties and finally succeeded in turning Sétit-Humira
into a profitable source of agricultural wealth. Following the example of the Al Khadra Farm,
many people in Sitit-Huméra converted the land, which they had previously thought to be
useless, into highly productive areas.” Following the Al Khadra Farm, some people from
Wiilqait saw the advantage of organizing themselves into a share company in order to practice

crop farming. But they were not able to buy tractors because they lacked the necessary capital.26

Around 1959, a group of about ten people from Wilqait formed what they called Shérika
Wiilqait (Wilgait Share Company). It was a Flour Mill and Agriculture Share Company. The
founders of this share company were important figures from Wilqait like Tdsfayd Ansay, a man
who spent much of his time in Asmara as a merchant, Fitewrari Sérdbd Lamma, Grazmach

Berhané Zinibi and others. Tisfayd Ansay was elected to be the General Manager of the share

o Ndgarit Gazeta, 15" Year No. 2, the Revised Constitution of Ethiopia {Addis Ababa: Birhanina Salam Printing
Press, November 4, 1955), pp. 32-33.

*? Ndgarit Gazeta, 19" Year No. 2, the Civil Code of the Empire of Ethiopia. Proclamation No. 165 of 1960
(Birhanina Silam Printing Press, 5" May 1960), p. 198.

* Ibid.,p. 194.

*"Fitaye, “The Traditional Usage of the Land in Satit-Humara”..., p. 3.

%The Municipality of Satit-Huméra, “Mibal 100 Amé&t Misrata Katdma Huméra: Lakatit 1890-1990 E.C” (Ldkatit,
1990 E.C), p. 9.

% |nformants: Gibayshu Eshetié, Muhammad Mikonin , Sharaw Wold3 Tinsie and Alimu Néga.
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company. These shareholders brought their oxen from the highlands of Wilqait. They cleared the
empty government land in the west of Kabtya in Huméra and ploughed it with their oxen. They
grew mainly sesame. Within a period of two or three years, their income grew. They were

i % ) . ; 27
rewarded with large gains and bought tractors in the name of their share company.

Some other rich individuals outside the Shdrika Wilqait also bought their own tractors and
started mechanized farming. Among these, the most prominent were Haji Muhammad Mikonnén
and Haji Hasdnitom Salih, a Sudanese national who chose to live in Ethiopia, and Salvatore

28

Iddo, whose father and mother were Italian and Ethiopian respectively.”™ From day to day, the
number of tractor-owning and tractor-renting farmers grew. The tractor owners rented out their
tractors, after using them for their own farm work, at a rent of Birr 20 an hour. For instance, in
July 1967, 158 tractor farmers with their 229 tractors were registered in Huméra Wérdda. The
number of tractors constantly increased. Thus, by November of the same year, there were more
than 400 tractors in the Wirdda.” A tremendous growth was registered by the individual
farmers’ own initiative without any governmental or non-governmental agency support. Though
impressive and significant, the agricultural development in Sitit-Huméra had been spontancous.
Its growth was rapid but it was unplanned.’” People from Begemeder, Eritrea, Tigray and other

areas came and settled in Sitit-Huméra. The government had only provided them with land. This

led to the development of over 100,000 hectares of land in Sitit-Huméra by large commercial

7 |nformants: Yirsdw Damis, Zdwdu Bitaw and Zanaba Bilay.
®Informants: Muhammad, Sharaw, Zanabi and Alamu.
* Informants: Shardw, Zanaba, Zawdu and Muhammad .
* |nformants: Ziawdu, Muhammad, Yirsaw and Zinaba.
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farmers as was observed by Boerma, Director General of the Food and Agriculture Organization

(FAO) on the occasion of his official visit to Ethiopia from February 20-25, 1971.°

According to the report of the Institute of Agricultural Research, on the agricultural development
of Sétit-Humdra, impressive developments had been registered in Sitit-Humiira in the face of
inadequate infrastructure, especially in communications, health and water supply, the absence of
machinery maintenance facilities, discouraging credit and marketing arrangements and labour
shortage etc.”” On the other hand, the question of land tenure was not clear. The system of land
allocation did not specify the period of allocation. At the same time, no conditions were imposed
on the allotted land other than payment of production tax. No land tax was charged so that the

farmers might not claim land ownership on the basis of such payments.”

Above all other problems, the bottleneck for the development of mechanized agriculture in
Huméra was the credit system. Usually the farmers were short of cash especially at weeding and
harvesting times. For instance, sesame had to be cut before the seed pods began to crack in order
to avoid shattering. Labour took advantage of this problem by raising its wage demands and by
demanding immediate payments. Farmers, therefore, had to have ready cash for this purpose.3 !
Financial institutions did not exist in Sititi-Huméra until 1968. The Commercial Bank of
Ethiopia (CBE), a wholly state owned bank, began its operations in Humira office in May 1968.
The Agricultural and Industrial Development Bank (AIDB), a semi-autonomous government
credit institution, and the Addis Ababa Bank (AAB) opened their branch offices in Humira in

1969 and in 1972 respectively. Therefore, before these years, farmers had to move to Asmara

! IEG, Ministry of Agriculture, “Prospects of Agricultural Development in Ethiopia. An Aide Memoire...,” p. 21
* Institute of Agricultural Research (IAR), Ministry of Agriculture,“Report of the Survey Mission ...”, p. 6.

* Informants: Muhammid, Zdwdu, Yirsaw, Zinib, Shardw and Gabéyzihu.

** Fitaye, “The Traditional Usage...,”, p. 5.
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and Addis Ababa to seek credit.”> However, the financial institutions in Asmara and Addis
Ababa refrained from lending money to Sétit-Humdra farmers because the farmers could not
present their holdings as collateral. Personal guarantors were the only form of security that was
accepted by most lenders.’® The banks also refused to give credit to Sitit-Huméra farmers unless
they had a guarantor because they were not sure that there was a reliable profit from land in the
area. The banks lent money to businessmen who provided them with urban real estate securities.
But most of the farmers in Sitit-Huméra did not have urban real estate to pledge. Thus, they
were forced to depend on the traditional merchant moneylenders. Many big businessmen from
Asmara, Arabs in particular, who had large urban real estate, borrowed money from the banks
claiming the loans to be for other purposes but diverted it to Huméra and lent it indirectly to the
needy farmers at a higher rate of interest without the knowledge of the banks. They also bought
sesame for cash from farmers in advance for 1 or 2 months delivery of sesame.”” There was no
fixed interest rate. The traditional moneylenders demanded that the farmers pay an interest rate
that reached 100 percent or more.”® The farmers in Sitit-Humira faced a traditional credit system

Wi 0 .19
known as “shell”.”

According to the Huméra report,

Under the shell system the local merchant advances the

Jarmer a certain sum at planting time. The farmer
agrees to repay the merchant in kind at harvest time.
Repayment value of the harvested crop is set at the time
of the loan and is usually 30 to 30 percent below the
expected market price of the crop.”

** Informants: Yirsaw, Muhammid, Shardw, Ziniba and Aldmu.
**TAMS, “The Humera Report: Resource ...” , p. 124.

*” Fitaye, “The Traditional Usage..., pp. 5-6.

e TAMS, “The Humera Report: Resource ...”, p. 131.

* Ibid., p. 123.

© Ibid., pp. 123-124.
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Though the shell system by its very nature was extremely exploitive, the Humira farmers were
forced to depend on it because they did not have any other alternative to carry out their pressing

< 41
agricultural work.

In course of time. however, the farmers were unable to carry the whole debt burden on an
individual basis. They came together and discussed their pressing problems. The only solution
which they thought as a means of solving their problems was to organize themselves into
farmers’ co-operative. They believed that organizing themselves to co-operate would enable

them to get government credit support.le

In the spring of 1969 a group of members of the Shcirika Wilgait and others led by Qcifiazmach
Hailamariam Dissé, the then Deputy Customs Officer of the province of Gondar, came to Addis
Ababa and visited the Co-operative Department of the Ministry of National Community
Development and Social Affairs (MNCD), told the whole story and asked advice from the

department on how to deal with their pressing problems.“

The Cooperative Development Department was established when the Imperial Ethiopian
Government issued the Co-operative Societies Proclamation No. 2410f 1966. Its functions as
were specified in the proclamation included helping the formation, organization, promotion and
proper management of co-operative societies in Ethiopia."* Thus, this department responded to

the Humira farmers’ requests by sending a team of experts (0 Sitit-Huméra immediately. The

c

“ Fitaye, “The Traditional Usage..., P8,

2 \nformants: Zanaba, Yirsaw, Zawdu, Aldmu and Sharaw.

** Fitaye Assegu, “Organization of the Setit-Humera Cooperative Society” (HSIU, Public Law II. Term Paper, 1971),
p. 6.
“Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of National Community Development,” Cooperative Development
Department Annual Report”, 1964 E.C,, p. 1.
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team was able to investigate all the background and was convinced that the only means to deal
with the pressing problems was to organize the farmers into a cooperative society® in order to
help them reduce the cost of credit, reduce the cost of goods and services for production and
consumption, minimize and reduce the impact on individuals of risks and uncertainties and
spread knowledge of technical improvements.'® Having this in mind, the team of experts
submitted its proposal to the Registrar of the Co-operative Development Department in the
MNCD. The Co-operative Development Department on its part invited experts from the AIDB to
visit the Humdra farms on the spot. The experts from the AIDB visited the farms, saw that their
economic potential was very good and agreed with the proposal of organizing the farmers into a

. . 4
co-operative society. !

The cooperative was established in December 1968 as Wilqait Sitit-Huméra Farmers Multi-
Purpose Cooperative Society (WSHC). It received its legal certificate on July 4, 1969."
Membership was limited to Sitit-Humira farmers only. It did not encompass farmers from Tach
Armachiho and Mittima. The registration fee for farmers joining the cooperative society was
decided to be Birr 10 each equity share was Birr 100. Each member had to buy at least one

share. No member was allowed to buy more than 20 per cent of the total equity shares issued. "

The cooperative could only borrow money from financial institutions when two-thirds of the
General Assembly agreed to it. A member had the right to borrow up to ten times of the total

value of the equity shares he had purchased from the cooperative. To run its activities, the

“SFitaye, “Organization of the Setit-Humera...,” p. 6.

" Nagarit Gazeta, 25" Year, No.4, Purposes and Objects of Societies (Addis Ababa: Birhanina Sdlam Printing
Press, 3" September 1966), pp. 149-150.

“’Fitaye, “Organization of The Setit-Humera...,”, p. 6.

s Begemeder and Simien Taglay Gizat, “B& Begemeder and Simien Taglay Gizat Huldtdnaw Yd Edgdtina Limat
Seminar”, Gondar Begemeder and Simien Tdglay Gizat, Ki Hidar 15 - 21 E.C. ...,p. 120.

* Fitaye, “The Traditional Usage...”, p. 8.
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cooperative depended on the revenue that was collected from registration fees, commission and
interest. All of the cooperative’s incomes were put in a bank account. At least 25 percent of the
share capital was reserved. Dividends were to be distributed with the approval of the General

Assembly.”

The WSHC had an Executive committee of seven men. The founding Executive members of the

WSHC were

1. Ato Getachdw Yirga President

2. Qes Sisay Ayald Vice President
3. Grazmach Abay Wirita Secretary

4. Grazmach Birhané Zanibi Cashier

5. Ato Z#indba Bélay Member

6. Fitawrari Sardbd Lamma Member

7. Ato Abdurahman Siraj Member”'

The WSHC attached a management fee to its lending rate. Generally speaking, this management

fee amounted to about 4 percent.”

Thanks to the loan provision of the AIDB and its creditors, the WSHC showed a tremendous

growth in membership; capital and turnovers (see the following table)

50 .
Ibid., p. 9.
51nrchive North Gondar Zone, Folder 771 28/m A“1-1*, Application letter from the people of $dgdde amd Wilgait
Sitit-Humira and Members of the WSHC to the Military Ddrg, Mdskérdm 10, 1967 E.C, p.1.
2\ nformants: Zawdu, Zanib4, Yirsaw, Alimu and Sharaw.
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50 .
Ibid., p. 9.
*!Archive North Gondar Zone, Folder th 28/m A“91-, Application letter from the people of Sdgdde amd Wilqait
Satit-Humadra and Members of the WSHC to the Military Dérg, Mdskdrdm 10, 1967 E.C, p.1.
*Informants: Zawdu, Zanaba, Yirsaw, Aldmu and Sharidw.
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Table 6: Membership, Working Capital, Turnover and Loan Grant (1969-1972) all in Birr

RNo | Year Members Capital (Birr) | Turnover in Birr Loan Received in Birr
I 1969/70 250 1106,700 [ na B 512,000

2 1970/71 779 404,800 | 2,541,000 | 3230,148

3 1971/72 914 700,000 13,279,542.35 | 7,000,000

4 1972/73 950 1839300 | 5,331,862 | 7,500,000

Sources: 1. [EG, MNCD, Implementation Report, 1961 E.C (A.A, 1962 E.C), p.38.
2. _, Implementation Report, 1962 E.C (A.A, 1963 E.C), p.60.

, Implementation Report, 1963 E.C (A.A, 1964 E.C), p. 36.

(98]

4. . Cooperative Development Department Annual Report 1964 E.C (A.A, 1965
E.C), p.18.

n.a: not available. There is no information why there was a big drop in turnover in 1972/73.
The Humdra agricultural activities inspired other evwrajas and werddas in Begemeder and Simien
Governorate General. Good examples of this were Abddrafi and Mittima. In terms of
mechanized agricultural development coverage and years of establishment, Sitit-Humira,
Abddrafi, and Mittdma and Mahbard Sellasie were first, second and third 1‘E:Spective[j)/.53 The

cases of Abdérafi and Mittima and Mahbéri Sellasie are discussed below.

It should be emphasized that the WSHC and later agricultural cooperatives were not the same as
the cooperatives of later socialist Ethiopia in the Ddrg period. In the cooperatives of the imperial
period the individual members of the cooperative held their land and farmed it for their

individual profit. A cooperative was formed by a number of farmers coming together and buying

** B Begemederna Simien Taglay Gizat,” Hulatigfaw ..", p. 122.
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shares in the cooperative, which provided the capital of the cooperative. When the cooperative
made profits, the profits were either retained, or partly retained. as reserve or distributed among
the cooperative members according to their number of shares. When a cooperative had been
approved by the MNCD and formally registered, it could borrow money at a much lower interest
rate than was possible for individuals. The cooperative then lent the money it borrowed from
financial institutions to individual members of the cooperative. The cooperative also marketed
the crops produced by members of the cooperative and paid the money received to members
according to the crops they had contributed, with deductions from loans made to the members at
4 % from the cooperative. All original members, and new members, of a cooperative had to pay
a joining / registration/ membership fee and buy at least one share.” We should also note that the
name “multi-purpose” was added to the cooperatives for legal reasons, so that the cooperatives

were empowered to engage in different activities if they wanted to, besides agriculture.

3.2 PARTIALLY MECHANIZED AND OTHER ARABLE FARMING IN ABDARAFI AND MATTAMA

3.2.1 ABDARAFI

There were three different farms in Abdérafi. These were Armachiho-Godibé-Abdirafi Farmers
Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society Ltd, the Police Farm and the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
Development Commission. According to the rules and regulations of the Cooperative
Development Department of the Ministry of National Community Development and Social
Affairs (MNCD), members of the Executive Committee shall be appointed for a term of 3 years.

Membership of the Executive Committee shall not exceed seven and majority of the Executive

** Informants: Sisay, Abdra, Tdka, Mangistu, and Aldna.
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Committee members shall constitute a quorum.” The President, Vice President and Treasurer
shall be elected by the General Assembly. The powers of the Executive Committee included
raising funds, sanctioning investment of the funds of the society, admitting members. allotting
and transferring shares, examining and checking the accounts of the society, placing auditing and
reporting to the General Assembly, preparing annual budgets, appointing regular or ad-hoc
committees, framing sub-rules and appointing or removing employees of the society.”® The land
was held and farmed by individual members of the cooperative. The cooperative raised credit for
members (i.e members got credit obtained by the cooperative and then allocated as loans among
members) and marketed members” crops. The profits of the marketing went to the individual
members based on their shares. The establishment and expansion of the Farmers Cooperatives is

discussed below.

3.2.1.1 ARMACHIHO- GODABE-ABDARAFI FARMERS MULTI-PURPOSE COOPERATIVE

SOCIETY

Inspired by the agricultural revolution in Sétit-Huméra, different ballabats from Armachiho,
Sigide, and Wilqait met at the locally famous Jan Tékdl warka (sycamore tree planted by His
Majesty (unknown)) in the city of Gondar in about 1958 E.C (1966) and discussed how to begin
agriculture in the uncultivated, unused and inaccessible forest and bush lowland (golla) areas of
the borderland of Abdidrafi. Those who had guns decided to sell them and buy oxen and
necessary agricultural equipment.”’ Thus the Jan Tékdil warka meeting was the first step in the

introduction and expansion of modern agriculture in Abdirafi. One of the special features of

55Ministry of National Community Development and Social Affairs, “Cooperative Development Department,
Cooperative Societies Manual” (July 1968), p. 6.

**Ibid., pp. 7-8.

*” Informants: Abira, Mingistu, Gabri Egziabhér and Aldni.
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Gondar is the presence of many sycamore trees in and around the city. The folk verse T7L.C
ATCS PPCHT aong4-T €707 27974. can be roughly translated as, “Oh, dear Gondar, and
the expanse of your sycamores and the beauty of your walls.” It is not just a song of praise, but
rather tells visitors a fact about the numerous sycamores. To this very day, some of the same
sycamores stand witness of the past tree splendor. Especially, the “Jan Tdkdal” (His Majesty
planted) sycamore is famous for its long service. This sycamore is a place where twelve kings
held their open courts, religious debates were conducted, poetry competitions were held and
social events like mourning and Mdsqdl (True Cross) celebrations took place. Generally, it has
served as a stage for national and local events. Currently, it is much honored and cared for. The
Amharic term “Jan” has the following meaning great, respected, and wise or majesty.
Accordingly, the great old sycamore tree named “Jan téikal” in the square in front of the lIyésus
church and the castle of Emperor Fasil is believed to be. as oral history relates, planted by one of

the great people of Gondar who successively ruled or administered the place (see Appendix i).>®

At the Jan Tékél warka meeting of more than 300 people, Afo Wakshum Nawité, a ballabat
(literally “one who has a father”, most commonly, a member of the local community who
exercised authority under the imperial system, the ballabat provided the link between local
communities and government bureaucracy) from Armachiho and the son of Bitwddid Adidna
Mikonin’s elder sister, Weizdro Yezédzaw Mikondn, was elected with later government approval
as Chairperson and first Qdbdlle Shum (village headman) of Abdidrafi. Binwdddd Adéni

Mikonin is also said to have strongly urged Wakshum to go to Abdérafi and develop the area

*8 Zawdu Bilay, Semien Gondar Bahilina Turism Birro, “Y& Gondar Warkawoch” (Gondar: Gondar Bahilna Turism
Birro, no date and year of publication), p. 1. For further information see Appendix 4.
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Gondar is the presence of many sycamore trees in and around the city. The folk verse T78C
WHCE PPCOT aonddF ¢TI @799 can be roughly translated as, “Oh, dear Gondar, and
the expanse of your sycamores and the beauty of your walls.” It is not just a song of praise, but
rather tells visitors a fact about the numerous sycamores. To this very day, some of the same
sycamores stand witness of the past tree splendor. Especially, the “Jan Takal” (His Majesty
planted) sycamore is famous for its long service. This sycamore is a place where twelve kings
held their open courts, religious debates were conducted, poetry competitions were held and
social events like mourning and Miisqdl (True Cross) celebrations took place. Generally, it has
served as a stage for national and local events. Currently, it is much honored and cared for. The
Amharic term “Jar” has the following meaning great, respected, and wise or majesty.
Accordingly, the great old sycamore tree named “Jan fdkal” in the square in front of the lyésus
church and the castle of Emperor Fasil is believed to be, as oral history relates, planted by one of

the great people of Gondar who successively ruled or administered the place (see Appendix i).>"

At the Jan Tikél warka meeting of more than 300 people, Afo Wakshum Néwitd, a ballabat
(literally “one who has a father”, most commonly, a member of the local community who
exercised authority under the imperial system, the ballabat provided the link between local
communities and government bureaucracy) from Armachiho and the son of Binwdiddd Adéana
Mikonin’s elder sister, Weizdro Yezizaw Mikonin, was elected with later government approval
as Chairperson and first Qdbdlle Shum (village headman) of Abdirafi. Binwdddd Adéni

Mikondn is also said to have strongly urged Wakshum to go to Abdérafi and develop the area

B 7awdu Bilay, Semien Gondar Bahilina Turism Birro, “Yi Gondar Warkawoch” (Gondar: Gondar Bahilna Turism
Birro, no date and year of publication), p. 1. For further information see Appendix 4.
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through modern agriculture and protect the border.”® Binwdidcid Adani was a famous patriot, loyal
and a good friend of Emperor Haile Selassie and Awraja governor of Dabat (Wigira). In 1974
after the collapse of the imperial regime, Binwdiddd Adani Mikonin together with Ras Méngésha
Seyoum, the then Governor General of Tigray (a member of the royal family) and General Nega
Tegegn who was married to Princess Hirut Desta, the daughter of Ras Desta Damtew and the last
Governor General of Begemder and Simien, formed the Ethiopian Democratic Union (EDU) in

opposition to the Deirg.”

Waksum on his own initiative communicated with different people of the surrounding areas of
Armachiho, $igddé and Wiilqait and called them to come together and engage in agriculture in
Abdérafi. However, in 1966, Waksum went to Abdirafi alone, cleared the land with hired labour
and started farming on his own with oxen. His age was in the 20s. Hearing of this bold and
courageous man’s call and initiative, people from the surrounding areas namely, Qdgiiazmach
Abaté St Argéw, Grazmach Gibri Hiwit Sit Argiw, Afo Atanaw Gibri Hiwit, Ao Shigut
Windeménih, Aro Alamu Milds, Ato Mogis Yifa, Ato Asfaw Wiirdda, 470 Abdra Sigayi, Ato
Fatandaw Chikol, Ato Gdrima Méngistu, Afo Dimlaw Tadlaw and 4ro Mingistu Zawdu followed
him, took plots of lands and started individual farms with their oxen in Abd:rafi after completing
the land allottment bureaucracy regulations. Admas Nawitd also went to Abdirafi to help his

brother Waksum Nawitd.°!

** Informants: Abdra, Mangistu, Gabra Egziabhér, Alana, Liuil Wakshum, and Nigist Wakshum.
* Ibid.
“Informants: Liuil, Nigist, Abdra, Mangistu, Gdbra Egziabhér and Alina.
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Photograph 6: Jan Tékél warka

SOurce: Photo Atakilt, taken on Oct.9, 2013

Photograph 7: The late Wakshum Néwiitd, a ballabat from Armachiho, the qdbdlle Shum (rist aldka shum) of
Armachiho-Godibé and Abdirafi, and a pioneer in developing modern agriculture in Abdirafi.

Source: Begemederna Simien Tiqlay Gizat, Ya Begemederna Simien Téglay Gizat Polis ..., p. 20.
According to informants, the pioneer farmers who later became the founding members of the
farmers’ cooperative society (12 in number) played a major role in defending the Ethio-Sudan
border under the leadership of Wakshum. According to informants, on one occasion, the emperor
called Wakshum to Addis Ababa and discussed with him the agricultural development and the

general situation of the area. After the discussion the emperor was very happy. He very much
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appreciated Wakshum’s initiative and gave him his own pistol and 12 guns and 500 bullets as a
gift to him and to his 12 friends who had first moved to Abdirafi following him. This was
purposely done to arm them in order to help them defend the borderland from bandits and
incursions from the Sudan. The emperor did all these things because he might have also heard
good things about the courage and initiative of Wakshum, probably through his uncle Bitwdidcid
Adand Mikonin. Such a gift was an electrifying encouragement to Wakshum and his friends to
work and defend the border and intensify their work and develop it further. They produced three
major crops, namely, sorghum, cotton and sesame.®> As noted above, agriculture in the area was

and still is rain-fed.

In 1967 this new agricultural activity was started. This paved the way for other people to move
to the area and later begin modern agriculture.**As time went on the above mentioned farmers
faced shortage of money and fell a prey to traditional moneylenders who charged exorbitant
interest rates, as much as 100% or more until harvest time. This traditional system was known as
“shell”. Most of my informants confirmed that the word “shell” was derived from the English
word “share”. The non-literate people called the interest rate “shell” but meaning “share” to
show that the traditional moneylenders were taking their own very large share through provision
of credit.*! Similarly agricultural credit in neighboring Sudan also fell into the traditional system

of shail/ shayl until the modern credit system.®

The sources of the modern credit system were the commercial banks, the agricultural banks and

in Sudan, quasi-public bodies such as the Sudan Gezira Board (SGB). Many farmers did not

* Informants: Abdra, Mdngistu, Gabra Egziabhér, Fissiha, Aldna, Livel, and Nigist.
* Informants: Leuel, Nigist, Abdra, Méngistu, Gabra Egziabhér and Aldna.
informants Sisay, Abdra, Taka Balay, Mingistu, Tibibu Wirkinih and Aldna.

® Informants: Abdra, Méngistu, G&brd Egziabhér, Fissiha Mibratu and Alini.

66



have access to sources of credit from the modern sector. This was because they lacked assets to
serve as collateral for loans. The shail/ shayl credit system in the Sudan was usually short term.
There were three forms of shail/ shayl in the Sudan: 1) an advance of seed against a future crop,
2) a middleman service where the moneylender took over the whole crop at market price, 3) an
advance of money against future crops. The crops that were used in shail/shayl transactions
66

included cereals, oil crops, and groundnuts.”® My informants assert that the Ethiopian shell

system was basically the same as the shail/shayl system in Sudan.®’

The Ethiopian cooperative farmers in Abdérafi hoped to get loans from modern lower interest
credit institutions. In order to achieve this they needed to form a farmers’ cooperative. Thus,
following Marco’s Farm and the Wilqait Sétit-Humira Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative
Society (WSHC) experiences in Sitit-Humdra, the farmers in Abdirafi organized themselves into
a cooperative share company in order to get government support.®® In early December 1970 they
formed a farmers’ cooperative of 24 members. Individuals contributed money in shares and the
initial capital of the cooperative was Birr 4,000. Other farmers became interested and wished to
join the cooperative and the number of farmer members increased to 45 and their capital was also
raised to Birr 10,000. Bitwdidédd Adind Mikonin was one of the members of the cooperative.”’
However, they were not yet registered as a farmers’ cooperative by the Ministry of National
Community Development and Social Affairs (MNCD) because the Cooperative Development
Department needed time to study the issue and train the members in the running of cooperatives.

According to the cooperative laws of Ethiopia, a cooperative must be registered by the MNCD.

* Francis A. Lees and Hugh C. Brooks, The Economic and Political Development of the Sudan {London: Macmillan
Press Ltd, 1977), pp. 94-95.

% Informants: Sisay, Birhanu Asrds, Kindé, Sergeant Asséifa, and Haild Mariam.

 Informants: Abdra, Méngistu, Gdbra Egziabhér, Fissiha Asris and Aldna.

* Informants: Tdka, Mangistu, Tibdbu and Al3na.
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The names, registration dates and approximate membership of the cooperatives should be listed.
It was only in April 1971 that the Armachiho-Goddbé-Abdirafi Farmers® Multi-Purpose
Cooperative was legally registered by the Ministry of National Community Development and
Social Affairs under Registration Number 45. At that time the number of members increased to
115 and their capital was raised to Birr 28,900. As soon as the cooperative had gained legal
existence, the Agricultural and Industrial Development Bank (AIDB) gave credit that amounted
to Birr 139, 600 to Armachiho-Godébé-Abdirafi Farmers® Multi-Purpose Cooperative in order to
solve its marketing and financial problems. The Ministry also employed and assigned an expert

i S . ’ —_ % 70
to the Farmers” Cooperative in order to help it in secretarial and auditing issues.”

In 1972, eight new members were registered and this brought the total number of members of
the Armachiho-Godébé-Abdarafi Farmers” Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society to 123. The
membership fee for joining was Birr 15 and the price per share was Birr 100. The total shares of
these members became 314 and their capital also became Birr 31,400. The lowest shareholding
and the highest shareholding of the members was Birrr 100 and Birr 3000 respectively. On the
other hand, the smallest and biggest land holding of the members was 5 hectares (1
hectare-10,000 square meters or 2.471 acres) and 600 hectares respectively. Wakshum Nawiti

was the highest sharcholder and the biggest land holder.”

Ato Wakshum Néwitd and Afo Abuhay Gébrahiwiit were the first President and Vice President
of the cooperative respectively. The number of tractors of the cooperative members at the initial
stage was about 30. The farm sites were areas like Godébé, Kordddm, Gilanluba, Abriha-Enjira

and Ziménat.

Y4 Begemederna Simien Taglay Gizat, “Hulatafiaw...”, p. 122.
" TAMS, “The Humira Report: Resource ...”, p. 119,
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In the second round election the cooperative had an Executive Committee of seven men: a
President, Vice President, Secretary, Cashier, and three members. The Executive Committee

members in 1973 were:

I. Ato Abdra Ségayi President

2. Ato Misfin Madhin Vice President
3. Ato Aldmaydhu Molla Secretary

4. Ato Dagu Aldmé Cashier

5. Ato Tilahun Mishésha Member

6. Ato Kibdbaw Aldmé Member

7. Ato Alimeyd Milese Member

Two Sub-Committees, each with 3 men, were also formed especially in two promising farm

villages namely, Girar Wiha and Abrahajira.

Sub-Committee members in Girar Wuha Village were
I. Ato Garima Méngistu 2. Ato Tigabie EndihNdwn and 3. 470 Mussie Ambayi
Sub-Committee members in Abrahajira Village were

1. Ato Ewaya Alam Eshiat 2. 470 Alimu Nurahu and 3. Ato Tigabu Tasfahun.”

” Informants: Abidra, Mangistu, Gabra Egziabhér, and Aldna.
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Photograph 8 & 9: Photographs of Ato Abira Sigayi, the 1973 President of the cooperative.

Source: Photo Atakilt, taken on Oct. 9, 2013. His youth photograph (left) was taken from Afo Abira
Ségayd’s Photo Album at his home in Gondar, gdbdlle 14.

The introduction of mechanized farming rapidly increased the amount of land under cultivation.
The number of the Armachiho-Goddbé-Abdiarafi Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society
members was also raised to 222 towards the end of 1973. In 1974, the Farmers’ Cooperative
elected a new President. This man was Ato Abuhay Gébrd Hiwot. After the outbreak of the 1974
Ethiopian Revolution, the area fell under the control of the EDU.” Abdirafi became a battle-
ground between three opposing forces: Ddrg, EDU and the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary
Party (EPRP). But the farmers’ cooperative continued to exist until the beginning of the 1980s.
Most of the farmers joined the EDU but some of them left for the Sudan. Wakshum Niwiti and
his brother Niga Nawata were the founding members of the EDU. Both of them including their

uncle Bitwdddd Adand Mikonan were killed in 1983 in different battles. Naga Nawitd was killed

" Informants: Taka, Nagadu, Abira, Mangistu, Liuil, Gabra Egziabhér, Fissiha and Alana.
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by the Ddrg forces and Biwdiddid Adand and Wakshum Nawitd were strongly believed to have
been killed by the EPRP forces. Binwdddid Adana’s two grandsons, Silishi Iyassu and Mulu
Iyassu who were his key supporters during his struggle, were also mercilessly killed by the Diirg

forces. This was really a family tragedy.”
3.2.1.2 THE POLICE FARM

The other modern farm that was established in Abdirafi was the Police Farm. The pioneer for
the introduction and establishment of the Police Farm was Brigadier General Seyoum Gessese.
Brigadier General Seyoum Gessese was the Commander-in-Chief of the Police Force of the
then Governorate General of Begemeder and Simien in the 1950s and 1960s. In his appointment
there it was his routine activity to visit Abdirafi, the borderland with Sudan. Though
Begemeder and Simien was extensively farmed rest land, Abdarafi, as noted above, was bush
and forest, an inaccessible and wild almost uncultivated, uncontrolled and unused wasteland
before the 1950s. It was only in the 1950s that the land started to be cultivated. It was the home
of wild animals and violent outlaw robbers (shifias). It was not held and possessed in the name
of any person. The people from the Sudan usually entered Ethiopia in this direction by crossing
the border illegally. They benefited a lot by collecting honey, cutting the trees and using the

land for agriculture.

The General knew that while other retired policemen in the other provinces of the country were
given 1 gasha of land each to cultivate, the retired policemen in Begemeder and Simien were

not, because Begemeder and Simien was all rest land where there was no unused land to

7 Liqu, See pages 242-243, 247-249 and 297-299 for further details.
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allocate to the policemen which was not rest.” According to the report in a land tenure survey
of Begemeder and Simien province, “Lands in which the rights are not enjoyed exclusively by
individuals but shared collectively by a community are known as “rest”...family lands.’®
Seyoum believed that the Abdédrafi virgin and fertile lowland could be conducive for
cooperative agricultural development because individual farming in the area would not be easy
due to lack of transport and the harsh environment.”’ Thus, in about 1965, Seyoum raised the
issue and requested the Emperor through Lieutenant Colonel Tamirat Yigezu. the Governor
General of Begemeder and Simien, to allocate land in this uncultivated and unused area of
Abddrafi to retired policemen for self-help cooperative farming. The General also confirmed
that allotting land to the policemen in Abdarafi would enable control of the border from both
internal anti-peace forces and the intruding Sudanese farmers, besides helping the retired

policemen.78

The Emperor approved the request, realizing that Abdérafi was unused, uncultivated and
nobody’s rist land so far. After approval, General Seyoum called to a meeting all retired police
and all police still active in service including those who had been transferred to the province.
Discussion was opened in the city of Gondar. An agreement was reached to form a self-help
association and a decision was adopted to raise money. To this effect, the cost of one share was
Birr 100. Each member was allowed to buy up to 15 shares in deduction month by month

starting from the June 1966 salary and finishing the payment within 20 full months. The name

7 Archive of North Gondar Administration Office, A letter from General Seyoum Gessese, Commander-in-Chief
of the police force of Begemeder and Simien to Lieutenant Colonel Tamrat Yigezu, the Governor-General of
Begemeder and Simien, Folder 77 91 AA MN&2T APl ao(i4.4.-]- Reference No. 4/125/4533, Ginbot 13,
1957 E.C, p. 1.

’® Imperial Ethiopian Government Ministry of Land Reform and Administration, “Report on Land Tenure Survey
of Begemidir & Simien Province, the Department of Land Tenure, Addis Ababa (January 1970}, p. 5.

"Informants: Sergeant Maru, Basha Adugna, Colonel Tigabu; Polisna Ermijaw, Sene 30, 1959 E.C, pp. 5-6.

8 Archive of North Gondar Adminstration Office, A letter from General Seyoum Gessese,..., p. 1.
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of the association was chosen as Yd Begemederna Simien [dqlay Gizat Polis Abaloch Yd Ersha
Limat Mahbdér (in short Police Farm). Colonel Tamirat Yigezu, the Governor General, was the

patron. The Executive Committee members of the Association as stated in the 1971 report were:

1. Brigadier General Seyoum Gessese President
2. Colonel Goitom Gibra Egziabhér Vice President
3. Major Gibra Nigus Asrat Treasurer and Auditor (which is

contradictory since the auditor
should check the Treasurer’s
accounts. This later changed.

4, Captain Ayaléw Fitalaw Lawyer
5. Second Lieutenant Retta Wakjira Member
6. Second Lieutenant Tigabu Tédla Vice Auditor
7. Basha Nigussié Fitind Member
8. Basha Berhé Jambiér Member
9. Lieutenant Kiflé Welde Maryam Member
10. Lieutenant Ayanaw Sharew Member
I'1. Lieutenant Hailu Nigatu Secretary

This Executive Committee was elected to replace some of the founding members who had been
transferred to other provinces after serving for some years, who were

1. Colonel Dessalegn Tekle Mikael Auditor

2. Captain Teshager Hailu Vice President
3. Captain Gessesse Zewold Member
4. Captain Alemu Yimer Secretary
5. Captain Gebre Yohannis Vice Auditor
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There were two other policemen who were assigned as a sub-committee to follow up the day- to-
day activity of the farm. These were:

1. Major Beyene Gebre Executive Chairman and

2. Corporal Alemseged Ambaw Secretary”’

Photograph 10: Brigadier General Seyoum Gessese, the founder of the Police Farm

Source: Yi Begemederna Simien T#qlay Gizat Polis, Yd Polis Abaaloch ... p. 16.
The association received 70 Gashas (40 hectares - | gasha, of land from Ato Waksum Nawitd,
the Qcbdle Shum.® The agricultural activity was started in 1967. The initial capital was Birr
100,000. The amount of money that was collected from the members was Birr 79, 807. Birr
10,000 was added from Police Headquarters on credit. With this money they bought 2 tractors
and 1 grinding mill that worked with engine power from a tractor engine. With these at hand they
cleared the land by hired labour. In clearing the land they suffered from scorpions and snake
bites. They tackled the problem with their own qualified doctor and medicine. The members of

the association were 478.

® see Appendix 5a and b ; Y4 Begémidirna Simén Téqlay Gizat Polis, Y& Polis Abalotch ... p. 5; Polisna Ermijaw,

Séné 30,1959 E.C, p. 6.
% polisna Ermijaw, Tir 15, 1963 E.C, p. 6 Polisna Ermijaw, Séné 30, 1959 E.C, p. 1.
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The three major crops they produced were cotton, sesame and sorghum. Agriculture was and still
is rain-fed. In 1968 their capital was raised to Birr 255,889 and they bought 2 additional tractors.
Their major problem was how to transport the product to the market. The General reported the
whole activity of the association to the emperor and requested government help. The emperor
was very happy when he heard the achievements of the policemen. He gave them 1 new truck
with its trailer® and expressed his happiness in a letter. In his letter, reproduced in the Police
Gazette, the emperor appreciated the role of the policemen in their contribution to economic
development in cooperation with the people of the area and in gaining a good profit for
themselves. He confirmed that this was a good start and advised them to go ahead in his letter in

his own handwriting and with his signature. This is seen in the following photograph.

Photograph 11: Letter of the Emperor in his own handwriting.
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Source: Y Begemederna Simien Téqlay Gizat, Yd Polis Abaloch ..., p. 25.

Thanks to the donated truck, the association was able to transport its products to the Humira

Market.

According to informants, rank distinction was observed within the Police Farm. Brigadier

General Seyoum Gessese and two other top police officials , namely, Major General Dresé

vy Begemederna Simien Taqlay Gizat, Yd Polis Abalotéh..., pp. 8-9.
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Dubale, the Commander in-Chief of the Ethiopian Police Force and Brigadier General Yimam
Goshu the Commander-in-Chief of the Rapid Deployment Police Force on the Ethio-Sudan
border, had a separate farm on the other side of the Police Farm. They had 3 tractors. Their farm
was always guarded by the ordinary policemen from Gondar®™ probably without any extra pay.
These policemen worked for the top officials for free probably in order to get help from their
superiors when they needed it and because they dared not refuse, as in imperial days a

superior’s displeasure was, with good reason, feared.

In both Police Farm sites great progress was achieved. However there were security problems.
There were misunderstandings between the gdabdlle Shum, Waksum Niwitd. and the Weirdda
Governor, Grazmach Mangistu Yayne. Grazmach Méngistu was probably on good terms with
the top police officials. But the gdbdlle Shum did not see the police in a good light. The other
ballabats from Armachiho were also not pleased to see the new police investors. They saw them
as outsiders. Due to this and probably other reasons, according to informants, Major Beyene
Gebré, an old retired police officer was killed mercilessly in 1971 while at work by one of the
ballabats from Armachiho, a gunman named Zildkd Jimbér. The gunman was not captured.
Major Beyene Gebre was replaced by Lieutenant Desta Cherinet. Lieutenant Desta Cherinet
also became a victim and was murdered in 1972 while at work, probably by the same person.
This man was still not captured. The Police Farm and the Generals™ Farm continued up until the
outbreak of the 1974 Ethiopian Revolution. After the outbreak of the revolution, Abdirafi fell

under the EDU and EPRP and the whole farm activity of the policemen collapsed.® Zalik

* Informants: Sergeant Maru, Basha Adugia, Colonel Tigabu, Ndgddu, and Mangistu.
83Begemedena Simien Tdqlay Gizat, “Ya Begemederna Simien Tdglay Gizat Huldtdfaw ..”, p. 201; Informants:
Sergeant Maru, Basha Adugia, Colonel Tigabu, Nigddu, and Mangistu.
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Jimbir was not captured up to that time. He and his brother Abidbé Jambir joined the EDU and

were finally killed in 1983 in their fight against the EPRP.*

3.2.1.3 THE ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH (EOC) DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION IN

Zaminat

By the Legal Notice No. 415 of 1972 the Ethiopian Orthodox Church Development Commission
as an autonomous body under the Church administration was established on 5" January, 1972
under the leadership of the Patriarch, Abba Theophilos. The purpose was to 1) encourage and aid
young people to get training in vocational education 2) help the poor; and 3) generally participate
and aid in the national endeavour for educational, economic and cultural development. The
sources of income of the Commission were expected to be from any donations. and an annual

subsidy granted by the Ecclesiatical Council.®
The members of the Executive Committee of the Commission were:

1. Nibureid Ermias Kebede, General Manager of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, Chairman
2. Abuna Samuel, the Bishop of Hossaina and Haikotchna Butajira Awraja, Member

3. Ato Belay Abay, Minister of Land Reform, Member

4. Ato Abera Jembere, State Minister of the Prime Minister’s Office, Member

5. Ato Abebe Kebede, Qiddamawi Haile Selassie Charity Organization. Administrator, Member
(later on Vice Chairman)

6. Ato Debebe Habte Yohannis, General Manager and Director of the Bank of Addis Ababa,
Member

7. Dr. Dagnachew Werku, Director, Ministry of Agriculture, Member

8. Ato Gena Desta., General Manager of Ethiopian Orthodox Church Property, Member

*Liku, pp. 298-304.
®Nagarit Gazeta, 31° Year, No.6 (Addis Ababa, 5" January, 1972), pp. 32 and 34.
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9. Dr Getachew Haile, Haile Selassie | University, Assistant Professor, Member

10. Ato Getahun Bogale, Director of the Commission, Member and Secretary (later on General
Manager of the Commission).™

An early priority was the establishment of an agricultural project. The responsibility for this
project was given to the Ethiopian Orthodox Church Gondar Regional Ecclesiastical Office, and
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church Development Commission started its agricultural development
project in Gondar Zuria Awraja in Tach Armachiho in Godebe-Abdirafi Werdda in a village
called Zaménat in April 1973 (See Appendix v). Financial and material sources were to be
obtained from Christian Churches of Europe and the United States of America.*’ The Ziménat
Farm site was first visited by Mr. Laklis from Germany and the initial budget for the Zidminat
agricultural project was donated from Germany probably from the Lutheran Church. Germany
donated Birr 500,000 and medicines. Two Belarus (Russian) tractors with their trailers, one
Land Rover and one grinding mill were bought in Addis Ababa for the agricultural project.
Under the order of General Nega Tegegen, Governor General in Gondar, the commission
received 150 gashas (40 hectares= | gasha) of land from Ao Wakshum Nawité, the rist aldika
/shum. The initial capital was Birr 120,000. Ato Zandba Nurilin was assigned as the General
Manager of the Zdménat agricultural development. Aro Tibdbu Wirkindh became Finance and

Administrative Officer.

% Y4 Ethiopia Orthodox Tawahido Beti Kristian Ya Limat Komiission, “Ya Limat Wongél” (Ginbot 1, 1964 E.C),

pp. 11-12.
¥ See Appendix 6a and 6b and Appendix 7a.
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Photograph 12: Azo Zin#bia Nurilifi, General Manager of the Zdminat Farm Project.

Source: His phtograph on his duty-free distribution form(see Appendix viii.)

Things were not smooth for the Commission workers in the establishment period. The first
problem came from Grazmach Mingistu Yayne, the wdrdda governor. He did not regard the
Commission in a favourable light. He was also not on good terms with the ballabats especially
with Wakshum, the rist aldka / shum. Different criminals came to the development camp with
their guns at different times and threatened the workers, set fire to the camp and burned some
materials. However, despite all these problems the Commission workers, who were 10 in
number, arranged for hired labour from as far as Gondar and Gojjam to clear the land, but the
workers suffered from scorpions and snake bites. Finally they managed to grow cotton and
sesame. All the rations that they had went bad and became inedible due to the hot climate. Thus,
they were forced to hunt wild animals like oryx and guinea fowl for food and also ate wad akr
the coarse variety of sorghum and safra (sorghum vulgare). Water was also a problem. Tractors
were used for hauling water from the Angérdb River. In 1973 they produced 400 quintals of

cotton and 500 quintals of sesame. The sesame was sold in Abdirafi by inviting tenders. The
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Commission gained Birr 120,000. Cotton was taken to Gondar and sold to the cotton ginning

factory for Birr 180.000.%

When the 1974 Ethiopian Revolution broke out, there was no peace and stability in the area.
Abdarafi fell under EDU control and the area became a battleground between the Dérg, EDU
and EPRP. There was chaos and no political stability at all. Ordinary criminals came from here
and there. They fired bullets from their guns and burned the camp and the grinding mill. In this
period of disaster, 470 Admassu Enydw, a Commission worker, was killed. The Rapid
Deployment Police Force came from their camp at Lugdi and things were improved for the time
being. Anyway, 1974 was a year of confusion and frustration in Abdirafi and its surrounding

9
areas.g

In 1975 Ato Getahun Bogale became Executive Secretary of the Commission and Abba Gébri
Midhin Gibrd Yohannis (the late Abuna Paulos, Patriarch of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
1992-2012), was assigned as Alternate General Manager of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
Development Commission in place of A7o Getahun Bogale. In fact, at this time, the Chairman of

the Ethiopian Orthodox Development Commission was Ao Mikondn Zawdé.”

In October 1975 Afo Zdndbd Nurilifi, the General Manager of the Zaminat agricultural farm, was
replaced by Ato Alébachdw Kassie.”' According to informants, 4o Zinibi was removed from
his position probably because he was a somewhat corrupt person. The political instability in the
area might have helped him to be like that. He was not honest. He did not submit the profits of

the project to the head office. He was also accused of using the Commission’s tractors for his

* Informants: Tibabu and Ligs Seyuman Gabra Masqal Zaru.

* Informants: Liqd Seyuman Gibri Masqdl and Tibdbu; see also Appendix 6a and 6b.
* see Appendix vi.

! see Appendix vii.
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own farm that was given to him by the Qaballe Shum. With all these problems, the Zidménat
project could not give benefit as had been expected. It was short-lived and finally collapsed in

about 1975/1976 .
3.2.2 MATTAMA

Mitdimma was and is in Chilga Awraja. Midtimma Yohannis was the seat of administration.
Matamma was a Mikitil Werdda and its seat of administration was Awateho.” Malaria was
rampant in Méttdma and early settlement had been deterred by a high mortality rate. This serious
problem prevented neighboring highlanders from exploiting the land. But this did not mean that
there was no farming at all. It should be remembered that the Mittiima area had been the most
typical of the western plains cotton growing areas since ancient times. Sorghum, the staple food
in the agrarian economy of the area, was also grown on a large scale by peasants. Cotton was the
second most important crop. During the Italian occupation a cotton ginnery was established in

Mittdma, but it was not in operation after the liberation.”

In the early 1960s, there were no policemen in Mittima. The ballabats from Chilga usually
assigned local border patrols. Their monthly salary was Birr 8 only. The hallabats simply gave
the border patrols titles like mcdto aldiga (lieutenant) or shaldiga (major). The wdrdda governor of
Mittdma at that time was Kwaja Hailu and the Qdbdille Shum was Ato Gilayd Gubaw. The chief

of the border was Miito Aldka lsaga Abddulkarim. Isaqa was a Sudanese national by birth

* Informants: Liga Seyuman Gibra Méskal and Tibabu.

®Ya Etiopia Niguse Mengist, Yager Gizat Minister Masihet, ka 1953-1959, p. 7.

*"Edward G. Nicholson, Cotton Expert, Food and Agriculture Organization Mission to Ethiopia, Cotton in Ethiopia
(Published by Authority of H.E. Balambaras Mahteme Selassie Wolde Mascal, Minister of Agriculture, Chairman of
the Development Bank, Addis Ababa: Ministry of Agriculture, November 1956), pp. 26-29.
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but Ethiopian by citizenship. Kwaja Hailu governed Mittima up to 1967. The Wirdda

. i 5 — - 95
administrative centre was Mittima Yohannis.””

Large scale cotton cultivation did not spread in Mittdma until the mid-1960s. According to

Dessalegn Bizuneh,

From 1941 (o the mid-1960s, Matamma was a sleepy place
with only a dozen police with their health station and telegram
service, an elementary school, customs buildings, warada
administration and the prostitutes with local ialla and taji
houses being the only signs of modernity in the village. It was
as if it had not once been a busy and crowded place where
items ranging from ‘a needle to a camel’ were found in large
quantities.. 7

According to informants, in about 1965 Sisay Birhanu and Abiti Shifiraw of Chaqo Michael in

Chilga Awraja went to Kokit, a village in Méttama Werdda, to engage in agriculture. They had a

pair of oxen each and one donkey. They took a Birr 100 loan from some individuals and agreed
to return it by doubling the loan (Birr 200) based on the traditional credit system. At Kokit, they
met the Gumuz ballabats like Fitawrari Hassén Liqu, Liyon and Tarab. Fitawrari Hassin Liqu
was the rist kifil shum of the Gumuz land in Kokit. They introduced themselves to the Gumuz
ballabat by giving him one porcelain cup of coffee beans because they knew that the Gumuz
people in general liked coffee. They told Fitawrari Hassin that they needed land to farm.
Fitawrari Hassan allowed them to choose the best land and start to clear and farm it. The Gumuz
had originally no knowledge of oxen farming. They learned oxen farming after establishing
contacts with the Amhara higlanders. Sisay and Abiitd familiarized themselves with the Gumuz
people and started farming. The major problem they faced was snakes and scorpions while

clearing the land. Food shortage was also another problem. Sisay had his own gun and solved the

* Informants: Sisay, Birhanu, Kinde, Sergeant Assifa, and Haild Mariam.
*® Dessalegn Bizuneh, p. 34.

82



shortage of food by hunting wild animals. Abiitdi became seriously sick from malaria and

returned to Chaqo Michael. Another friend who joined Sisay was Gétahun Mikonén. *’

Both started a settled life by constructing small cottage houses. They grew sorghum and sesame
and sold them in Sudan and Humira markets. A quintal of sesame at that period of time was
sold for 60 Birr only, but according to the informants this was a good sum of money for the

farmers at that time.”®

Around the mid 1960s some drought-affected people from Wirdhimino Awraja of the
neighbouring Wollo Governorate General came and settled in a place called Yifag in Libo
Awraja in Kdmkam Werdda near Addis Zaman. Life in Yifag was not easy and simple for these
people, so that these people then moved to Matdimma Weirdida in Chilga Awraja. Matdimma was a
forest land. It was inaccessible to everyone before 1964 and 1965. No one lived in the area
except very few Gumuz people here and there. These Wolloye (Wollo) people came and settled
in the uncultivated area of Birshign around Gandd Wuha and started a new life by practicing
agriculture on a small scale. They planted a cotton locally known as gdchdre cotton. This type
of cotton, according to my informants, was thin and its lint was also very short. It does not give
results in the first year after planting. Its seeds could be reproduced and multiplied every year
and could give good results for 7-8 years. This type of cotton was widely used in the area before
1967. Even now it is used by peasants in the countryside. The farmers depended on seeds from
their own cotton plants, obtained every year, instead of seeds bought from off-farm outside
sources. From 1968/69 onwards, modern types of cotton seeds known as Acala (USA) and Israel

(Gedera) came to the area and replaced the gochdre cotton. Step by step more people started to

*Informants: Kindie and Sisay.
“1bid.
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come from Wollo and the number of the Wolloyoch (people of Wollo) increased. Their
settlement area also increased. They occupied different localities like Agam Wuha, Das and
Ldmldm Tédrara. Their life improved. This inspired the people of the surrounding highlands to

y i A 99
come and start agricultural activities. Through time the Gumuz were replaced.

Also in about 1966 some veteran soldiers from Azdzo came and were allotted land by the
Qcibille Shum, Ato Gélayd Gubaw, at Kumir. These veteran soldiers were the members of the 7
Army Division. They are said to have participated in the Ethiopian force in the Korean War
(1950-1953) and the Peacekeeping Mission in the Congo. They were organized in an agricultural
association. Their association was called Mittdma Werdda Agricultural Association, Y
Mdittama Werdda Gibrina Mahbdr (Civil Mahbdr). The Chairman of the association was
Dijazmach Taddési Ldma who was the commander-in-chief of the Néch Libash (a civilian

() ~ .
"9 The Vice Chairman was

police force during the imperial period) of Begemeder and Simien.
Grazmach Hailu Abdbaw and the members of the assocation, according to the association
minute, were 83. Brigadier General Nega Tegegn, the Governor General, was one of the members.
Widizdro Abidkyildsh Yimér popularly known as Abikyildsh Gondar, the owner of a famous #dj
bét (tdj selling house) in the city of Gondar and other well known figures like Gerima Tafere, a
local historian of the Italian Period and the father of Professor Haile Gerima, were also members.

The initial capital of the Méttima Weirdda Agricultural Association was 100,000 Birr."""

In 1967 kwaja Hailu died and Grazmach (commander of the left) Mulugéta Milkie was

appointed as the new Werdda Governor. Grazmach Mulugéta made a call to Ethiopian nationals

*“Informants: Kindié , Sisay, Birtukan Chane, Haild Mariam and Sergeant Asséfa .

"Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration, Folder 7 19/ 4B  4*A .2 A@ré-E N3G avdl An
Application letter from Mdttama Wérdda Agricultural Association to Gondar Province, 21/9/64 E.C, p. 1.

" Archive of North Gondar Zone, Folder Th 19/ 4 a2 hmr-é-% NG avde’]s A Minute of Matima
Wardada Agricultural Association in 4 pages, Tahsas 27, 1965 E.C, pp. 1-4. For further information see Appendix
10a-d.
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who were in the Sudan in search of work and to those who were in the surrounding highlands to
come to Mittdma and develop the area through agriculture. Modern agricultural development in
Humira and Abdirafi attracted the people in and around Mittima. Thus. a large number of
people came to Kokit and Wirkamba. For instance, two brothers, Fitaye Assegu and Getahun
Assegu (General Manager of Gondar Cotton Ginning Factory), came to Kokit. They needed to
hire a foreigner who was skilled in modern agricultural development. For this they approached
Ato Gerima Tafere and asked him for help through his wife because his wife was a Greek
national. Afo Gerima and his wife helped the two brothers by bringing a Greek national whose
name was Atanasios. On the other hand, Seid and Umar Hassiin recruited an Israeli national
whose name was Shawil Zehabi. Such initiatives were the beginning of modern agriculture in
Mittdma. Tractor-owning farmers, tractor-renting farmers, oxen farmers, oxen-renting farmes
and even siluka farmers (those who used a digging stick) started to come to Méttima in

. . .. ~ : 102
increasing number. Most farmers joined farmers’ cooperatives. '

The members of the 8" Brigade who had served for a long period of time were also allotted land
in Mittdma. They were organized in a farmers’ association. Their assocation was called Y
Simintdgna Brigade Yi Rajim Agdlgilot Yéi Ersha Mahbdir (Eigth Bri gade Long Service Farmers’
Association) Other individual rich farmers who had tractors were also farming individually in
competition. Some of these were Tafira Alamu, Méngistu Tirunih, Colonel Berhe Hadgu,

Ddmoz Téssdma, Captain Sisay Tigaf, Kidané Assighign, Haji Suleman Arifi, Hailé Ridda

and others.'”?

% nformants: Sisay, Kinde, Sergeant Assafa, and Haila Mariam.
' Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration, Folder 7h 19/ 4B " A2 hm-¢-8 N3G ovd]- An
Application from 13 farmers to the Ethiopian Development Bank, Hidar 21,1960 E.C, p. 1.
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Another farmers’ association in Méttdma that was established in the 1960s was Yi Kokit Yei
Ersha Sira Mahbdr (Kokit Farmers’ Association). Most of the members in this mahbdir
(association) were government ministers and ballabats. The Chairperson was Ao Birhanu Asris
(Founding member and Board Member of Gondar Cotton Ginning Factory). We have no enough
information on all these. In the archives there is nothing about their activities or achievments.
The information from the archives is about the border disputes between the different farmers’
associations. Good examples of these were disputes betweenYi Kokit Yi Ersha Sira Mahbér
(Kokit Farmers Association) and the Mittima Wirida Agricultural  Association (Civil
Mahb'zir).dehere was no precise demarcation of land on the ground and measurement was only
by pacing out land or by saying for example from this tree to that tree. or this river to that river,
this hill to that hill. Therefore boundary disputes were very common and there were long-

standing unresolved court cases over these boundaries.'”

The difference between farmers’ cooperatives and farmers’ associations was that the farmers’
associations were not registered by the Ministry of National Community Development and
Social Affairs like the farmers’ cooperatives and were not able to take loans from the AIDB
unless they had a guarantor. Their similarity was that if both had tractors they were able to take

duty-free fuel from the government.'®

“*Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration, Folder Th 19/ 4*N.2 hw-é-% N3G avde]: An application
letter from Kokit Farmers Association to Lieutenant Colonel Tamirat Yigezu, Governor General of Begemeder and
Simien, Ginbot 18, 1964 E.C, pp. 1-2.

% see Appendix 17a and b and Appendix 18.

% |nformants: Zanabd, Yirsaw and Sisay.
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3.2.2.1 MATTAMA AND MAHBARA SELASSIE FARMERS MULTI-PURPOSE COOPERATIVE
SOCIETY AND OTHER FARMERS’ASSOCIATIONS

Mittdma-Mahbiréd Selassie Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative was registered by the Ministry
of National Community Development and Social Affairs. It was established in 1971. There were
800-1000 farmers.'”” Farmers were allocated land from both Mittima Werdda and Mahbéri
Selassie Monastery. The land from Kokit as far as the frontier post of Mittima Yohannis was
under Mittéma and the land from Mahbirid Selassie Monastery as far as Kokit belonged to the
monastery. The border of the monastery and Mittdima administration within the Mittdma
Weirdda were Géndtd Maryam, J4jibit and Shinfa river. The farmers who were allotted land from
Mittdma got their association membership identification cards from Aro Giilayd Gubaw, the
Qdbdlle Shum of Mittdma Weircida. Those farmers who were allotted land from Mahbiri Selassie
got their association membership identification cards from the monastery. Mittdma farmers paid
the production tax to Méttdma Weérdida. On the other hand, Mahbird Selassie farmers paid their
production tax to the monastery.'”™ Farmers who were allotted land by the monastery were
expected fo give free labour to the monastery in time of harvest. Allotment of land was on an
individual basis like in Humira and Abdirafi. This means farmers paid their production tax
individually. The farmers saw the formation of farmers’ cooperative as an advantage because
they faced so many problems prior to the formation of a cooperative. These were lack of money
and the traditional credit system (shell system) also demanded a very high interest rate. They
were forced to get money immediately by selling their products to the surrounding merchants at
a lower price. It was this and other problems that led the farmers to form a cooperative in order

to get loans from modern credit institutions. The Executive members of the cooperative were:

"7 v4 Begemederna Simien Taglay Gizat, “HulitidRaw..”, p.122.
% Ibid.
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1.Ato Kibidd Chiikol President

2. Ato Aldmu Tissdma Vice President
3. Ato Gébré Tdchandw Secretary

4. Ato Atanaw Wassi¢ Treasurer

5. Ato Sisay Birhanu Member'”

Ato Kibadd Chikol was from Gojjam. Afo Alimu Tiéssima was from Wollo and Ao Gébré

Tichanidw, Afo Atanaw Wassé and Aro Sisay Birhanu were all from Chilga Awraja (Gondar).

The number of the tractor farmers at the formative stage was about 300. This does not include
oxen farmers. Oxen farmers were more than 500. There were later about 400 tractors. The total
area of land that was under Mittima-Mahb#rd Selassie Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative

Society was according to informants, more than 1000 gashas."”
Some of the farming villages were:

1. Gdnda Wuha 2. Kumir 3. Das 4. Kokit 5. Shinfa 6. Miarmiya 7. Aftit

8. Shimili Gara 9. Mattdima Yohannis  10. Dilollo Il. Mdga  12.Achéra
13.Akushara 14. Lencha 15. Gubay 16. Awasa Lasta 17. Shasige 18. Kidmichala
19. Shimél Tarara  20. Tumdt  21. Wadd Gdmzo  22. Agam Wuha 23. Négade Bahir
24, Awlala 25. Wirkamba, and there were others.

The farmers produced three major crops: cotton, sesame. and sorghum. Sorghum was usually
used for local consumption. They sold the sesame product in the Humira Market and they took

the cotton to Gondar and sold it in Gondar to the Cotton Ginning and Processing Factory.'"!

% nformants: Sisay, Kinde, Sergeant Asséfa, and Haild Mariam.
% \nformants: Sergeant Assifa, Mandifro, Sisay and Kindie.
M Informants: Haild Mariam, Inspector Bihonefi, Sergeant Assifa, Mandifro, and Sisay.
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Before the establishment of the Gondar Ginning factory it is to be remembered that the

cooperative farmers used to sell their cotton to the Sulmat Company in Asmra.''

Photograph 13: Ato Sisay Birhanu one of the pioneers of modern agriculture in Méttdma.

Source: Taken from Afo Sisay’s Photo Album at his home in Gondar, Kdbdlle 15.
Farmers were happy in gaining good profit. Their life was changed for the better. They also
contributed a lot to the economic development of Ethiopia in general and to the development of
the wdrdda and Gondar in particular. Yirga Dubali, a poet from Chilga, said the following in his

Ambharic poem regarding the significance of agricultural development.

PaNd oo 30t Ch X e oo ¥t 9°RC At
TLAT 0L NC Mav3E (oo

Av-T oA £ANTT AM

AUA hAPao NHLC Ah hLoH'™3

112 solomon Addis, “A History of the City of Gondar 1934-1966 E.C” (M.A Thesis, Department of History, Addis
Ababa University, June 1994), p. 239.
2 |nformant: Sisay.
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The government of Habiisha [Ethiopia] is mistaken in not listening to advice.

It preferred to buy a gun for Birr 100 than buying an important plough for Birr 1.
A plough helps to till the land and produce crops for food.

The lip (mouth) can not have a lovely look without food.

Every farmer saw sesame as a Ndch Almaz (white diamond, that is of great value for himself).
Based on this interpretation,Yirga again compared coffee with sesame. He said that harvesting

sesame is more advantageous than coffee. According to the same poet Yirga.

05 AT hao T AP 800
AT 0 3 @4 N anpn™
[t takes 7 years to harvest coffee
Sesame needs 3 months only to be harvested. Thus, a farmer could
return his loans if he had loans within three months rather than
waiting for seven whole years.

One hot issue that disturbed the farmers and all the people of Mittima Yohannis was the
attempt to transfer the Werdda centre of administration from Mittdma Yohannis to Tédndalti,
some 12 kms from Mittama Yohannis. The then Mittdma Wdardda Governor, Major Maru
Gardd, requested higher officials to approve the plan and allow him to make a change of
location and a new town plan with the help of the government (See Appendix x). In his request
he put forward as reasons for the transfer, shortage of water and security problems. He believed
that Méttdma Yohannis was very near to neighboring Sudan (Gallabat) and was exposed to all
kinds of danger.'"> This proposed move was not liked by the people of the town. They reacted

with their four pages petition and appealed to Lieutenant Colonel Tamirat, the Governor

114

Ibid
> Archive of North Gondar Administration, Folder A@-&-8& 19/ G»A.2 h@-d-8 03-G avdel: aletter from
Tariku Falaka, Engineer to Lieutenant Colonel Tamirat Yigezu, Miazia 17, 1960 E.C, p. 1
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"' The case was presented to the central government. The

General (See Appendices ixa-d).
central government saw the different reports and the people’s reaction in the area and finally

decided that Mittima Yohannis should remain the weirdda centre.'"’

The other major problem became the political turmoil in the area. After the 1974 revolution,
Mittdma was a battleground especially between the Ddrg and the EDU. The real battle between
the Ddrg and the EDU started, according to Dessalegn, on November 21, 1976. The most serious
fighting between the EDU and the Ddrg took place on April 5, 1977. EDU forces were supported
by some soldiers of the Sudanese regular army and Méttdma town was burned down. Almost all
houses, business premises and churches and mosques were totally destroyed in the course of the
fighting. Many soldiers including civilians were killed and wounded. Liecutenant Isaqa
Abdulkarim, the well known police officer in Méttdma, was also killed. The people of Méttima
Yohannis and the Ddrg soldiers retreated and settled in what later became the new wdrdda
capital of Mittdma, Géndd Wuha (Shihdi), some 40 kms from Maittdma Yohannis. The EDU
forces controled areas like Méttdma, Kokit, Das and other areas for some time. It was only at the
end of August 1977 that the Ddrg’s Red Army (Ndbdlbal (Flame)) under the leadership of Major

Bigqilld Banjaw forced the EDU to flee to Sudan.''®

Though the Ddrg controlled Méttdma, people could not lead a settled life in Méattdma Yohannis
because the town was totally destroyed by the war. This led Médtimma Yohannis to lose its status
as the wardda capital to Gidndd Wuha (Shihdi). A few people who did not want to abandon their

settlement returned to Mittdma Yohannis. Some of them were prostitutes and others were

%see Appendix ixa-d and Appendix i for further details.

""" Archive of National Library, Folder 275 Ethio-Sudan border: Satit-Huméra 17.2.406.A, A letter from Ato
Legesse Bezu, Ministry of Interior to Ministry of Education No. 18/10936 Megabit 3, 1964 E.C, p.1
Dessalegn Bizuneh, pp. 49-50.
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contraband merchants. Those who were afraid of the National Military Service of the Ddrg
crossed the Méttdma border and fled to Sudan and then to Europe or America. Though the EDU
forces left Mittdima for Sudan, other armed groups like the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary
Party (EPRP), Tigrayan People’s Libration Front (TPLF), and Eritrean Libration Front (ELF)

i - 119
came to the area. However, the Ddrg managed to control the area once again.

The Ddirg seizure of power and its land policy was another problem especially for the big
farmers. Most of them left for Sudan and others, like Atanaw Wasé, joined the EDU. The
political instability was also seen as an advantage to the treasurers of the cooperatives. Most of
them took the money that was in their hands. For instance, according to informants, Atanaw
Wasé took Birr 90,000 and joined the EDU. The Ddrg saw Mahbiri Selassie Monastery as
“Adhari Gadam™ ( a reactionary monastery), took much of its land and gave it to new settlers
from Chilga. The Diirg tried to develop the Mittima and Humira areas through mechanized
agriculture. However, it was not successful due to health problems, unskilled manpower and lack

% ; 12 .
of modern machinery. . According to Hammond,

When the Derg overthrew Emperor Haile Sellasie, it placed
all land under state ownership. The large landowners lefi
the area and the Derg set up state farms. These farms were
never very successful, largely due to heavy fighting in the
area, inefficient management and lack of popular support
Jor collectivized farming. Large stretches of land therefore
sat idle for two decades.’”’

The next chapter discusses soils, farmers, tractors and crops, land tenure and the role of financial

institutions, in granting loans and labour.

" 1bid., p. 51.

Y0 Informants: Abba Gibra Tsadiq, Sisay, Kinde, Sergeant Assafa, and Haild Mariam.

! Laura C. Hammond, “Returneess, local farmers and big business: the politics of land allocation in Humera,
Ethiopia” in Dessalegn Rahmato (ed.) Land Tenure and Land Policy in Ethiopia after the Derg. Proceedings of the
Second Workshop of Land Tenure Project (Addis Ababa University: Land Tenure Project Institute of Development
Research, 1994), p. 249.
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CHAPTER FOUR

SOILS, FARMERS, TRACTORS AND CROPS, LAND TENURE, THE ROLE OF FINANCIAL
INSTITUTIONS IN GRANTING LOANS AND LABOUR

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter I discuss a number of different but related aspects of Abdarafi and Mittdma. |
describe the soils and the problem of working them and how the land was used. The different
types of farmers are explained and their use of a variety of tractors and agricultural implements.
The valuable concession of duty-free fuel for tractors for agricultural use is described. I give an
account of the credit to farmers provided especially by the Agricultural and Industrial
Development Bank. The chapter explains the land tenure of the area in the imperial period and
how land was allocated to individuals seeking to farm it. There is a description of the most
important crops in the area and how they were cultivated. The question of labour and labour

costs concludes the chapter.

4.1 SOILS

The soils of the study areas are predominantly vertisols, dark clay types of soils with little
organic matter. According to Thompson and Troeh, vertisols develop cracks at least 1 cm. wide
and 50 cms. deep during the dry seasons. They contain at least 30 per cent clay. The soil is liable
to shrink and swell. Vertisols have a unique “self-swallowing™ action. The surface soil falls into
the cracks during the dry seasons. Writers have confirmed that when there is rain the soil absorbs
water through the cracks as well as the surface. Whenever the soil swells it shifts to

2

accommodate the extra soil that has fallen down the cracks.” McCann also comments

Vertisols are ill-suited to ox-plough agriculture, since they
tend to smear and cake with the first moisture, (o walterlog

"ILRI and MoARD, “Metema Pilot...”, p.7.
’Louis M. Thompson and Frederick R. Troeh, Soils and Soil Fertility, Fourth Edition, (New Delhi: Tata McGraw-

Hill, 1982), p. 377.
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. ~ 2
accommodate the extra soil that has fallen down the cracks.” McCann also comments

Vertisols are ill-suited to ox-plough agriculture, since they
tend to smear and cake with the first moisture, (o waterlog

"ILRI and MoARD, “Metema Pilot...”, p.7.
*Louis M. Thompson and Frederick R. Troeh, Soils and Soil Fertility, Fourth Edition, (New Delhi: Tata McGraw-
Hill, 1982), p. 377.
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during the rains, and to dry and crack quickly when the rains
cease.These considerations made the timing of cultivation
critical-and hence labour —intensive —since only the period
soon after the rains begin is suitable for the highland scratch
plough to break the soil s heavy crust.”

Kahsay and Campbell also wrote on the problem of waterlogging. According to them,
waterlogging is an important environmental problem that comes as a result of the characteristics
of the soil and the amount of rainfall." Soils prone to waterlogging are also difficult for tractors
to farm. Cultivation problems occur due to extreme stickiness of the soils when wet unless a
specially designed tractor-drawn rotavator (also rotovator), a machine with rotating blades for

breaking up the soil, is used.” However, rotavators were not used in my areas.’

Nevertheless, conditions are otherwise excellent for growing some mechanized rain-fed crops
mainly sesame, sorghum and cotton. This means only crops that do not really tolerate
waterlogged conditions were and are grown on the soil.” Weeding is also a major expense for
both large and small-scale farmers. There are many noxious weeds including parasitic weeds
such as striga (commonly known as witchweed or witches’weed). This is a parasitic plant that
occurs in parts of Africa, Asia, and Australia. In addition to these problems, clearing of forest
and bush for settlement and for small /large-scale farms and for fuel requirements in charcoal
making was required. Unfortunately valuable incense and gum plants were also cut and

destroyed indiscriminately during this process. There was also a culture of setting fire to the

. McCann, p. 126.

b Kahsay Berhé and Campbell, p. 5.

° Atakilt, p. 10.

® Informants: Sisay, Abdra, Kindie, Tibdbu, Mangistu and Alana.

" Informants: Hails Mariam, Sergeant Assafa, Sisay, , Abdra, Kindie, Tibdbu, Mdngistu, and Aldna.
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forest and bush lands in order to kill ticks and to encourage the growth of new grass. During this

process flora and fauna were destroyed and there was environmental destruction in loss of trees.”

Photograph 14: A tractor of Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF) getting stuck in mud in the
wet season in Abdérafi

Source: Taken from Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF) MSF-Holland Abdurafi Project, 2014, p. 4.

4.2 LAND USE

4.2.1 ABDARAFI

Land use in Humira, Wilqait, Sigédé, Tach Armachiho (Abdérafi) and Mittdma in the early

1970s is shown in the following Table.

Table 7: Land Use of Sitit-Humira, Wilqait, Sigddé and Tach Armachiho (Abdérafi), early 1970s.

Zone/Area Cultivated Land Arable land Non-arable land | Total Area Remark
ha. ha. ha. ha.

A 78,150 24,000 31,740 133,890

B 85,220 8,000 41,280 134,500

& 140,755 85,000 287,855 513,610

Total 304,125 117,000 360.875 782,000

A= Sitit-Huméra

Source:Adapted TAMS, “The Humera Report. Investment

p. 8

B= Wiilgait and Sagddé

According to the Huméra report,

8Kahsa\,r and Campbell, p.5.

C= Tach Armachiho (Abdérafi)
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All of the cultivated land is used for dry land farming. Over
50 percent of this land is cultivated by (ractor, the
introduction of mechanized farming some 25 years ago
rapidly increased the amount of land under cultivation....

..the cultivated area is planted to sesame and sorghum.
Cotton is the principal remaining crop, others being millet,
maize, and peppers. Trees of both the woodland savannah
and the non-arable land are used for building material,
charcoal production or firewood and tool making. These
lands are also used for light grazing and serve for wildlife
food and cover.”

4.2.2 MATTAMA

According to Mittima Werdida Office of Agriculture, the total area of the wdrdda is about 440
thousand ha. Much of the wéircida was acacia dominated forest and grasslands. Its land use is

shown in the following Table.

Table 8: Land use of Mittima Wiiriida.

Land Use Type - ) | Area (ha) o
Cultivated Land 03,908
Uncultivated Land which could be cultivated __53-, 877
Forest + Grassland 132,300
Total Area . 44008‘3

Source: Adapted from the ILRI and MoARD, p. 8.

Note: This is current data. I could not get sources for land use of Miittima in the 1960s and 1970s due to lack of
sources. | believe that the cultivated land was much less than the uncultivated and forest-grasslands of the 1960s and
1970s because according to a source, the cultivated lands of Mittima in the 1970s were less than the cultivated
lands of Humira and Abdirafi (Source: Begemederna Simien Téqlay Gizat, “Bd Begemederna Simien Téglay Gizat

Huldtaiaw...”, p. 122).

The Binishangul-Gumuz, the home of the Gumuz people is located in the western part of the
country, sharing an international border with Sudan in the west. Banishangul-Gumuz shares
borders with the Amhara, Oromia, and Gambélla regional states. The Gumuz people depended
on a customary land tenure system of communal ownership. They have traditionally been

shifting cultivators. The five largest ethnic groups reported in Mittdma are the Ambhara. the

*TAMS, “The Humara Report. Investment Proposal” (February 1974), p. 8.
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Qimant, the Tigrayan, the Gumuz and the Agiw Awi. Starting in the 1950s, the Amhara settlers
moved to the area because of “distress push’ migration mainly from drought-affected areas of

Wollo, and later through state-sponsored forced resettlement schemes by the Dérg regime.'” The

original inhabitants of Méttdma wdrdda (Kokit area in western Chilga) are the Gumuz. Until
recently, the Gumuz practiced only a little slash and burn farming using only digging sticks.
They also hunted wild animals. They produced sorghum. Sorghum was their staple crop and it
still remains the major food crop in the Werdda. The two other major crops in the area were
sesame and cotton. Agriculture is rain-fed. Due to the pressure of newcomers from the highlands,
the Gumuz are now concentrated in only a few areas and live close to each other. Now they are
found in three areas, namely, Kumir Aftit, Tumét, and Shinfa. Currently the total number of the
indigenous Gumuz would be around 500 households.'' They have been evicted from their former
villages at Kokit and Wérqamba. The Gumuz people do not cultivate their fields intensively.
Rather, they cultivate a given plot of land for about 3 to 5 years then leave it to lie fallow when a
decline in yield is perceived. Within their own clan territory, new land is then cleared and

cultivated in the same way until the yield is again seen to deplete.'”

There are three major rivers that drain the wdrdda. These are the Shinfa. Guang. and Ginda
Wuha. They are not really adequate for irrigation owing to insufficient water at times because the
rivers have a reduced volume of water during the dry season. Groundwater is available between

10m. and 16m. depth in the plains and valley bottoms. "

“Informants: Abba Gibri Sadiq, Sisay, Abira, Kindié, Tibdbu, Mangistu, and Alina.
1 1LRI-and MoARD, p- 7.

“Dessalegn Bizuneh, p. 39.

BILRI and MoArd, p. 20.
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“Metema is one of the woredas where gum and incense is collected. The main species for incense
production is Boswella papyrifera, while Acaia seyal and A. polyacantha are used for gum

production”"”

4.3 TYPES OF FARMERS
In the period of my dissertation the farmers in Abdérafi and Mittdma can be grouped into three
types: 1) tractor-owning farmers 2) tractor-renting farmers and 3) oxen farmers. The tractor-
owning farmers were farmers who owned tractors individually or in partnership. The tractor-
renting farmers were of two categories. In the first category. tractor-renting was practiced in a
fairly large area. Tractors were rented on a private basis by cash or payment in kind. Most of the
farmers who rented tractors had animal power but wished to cultivate a larger area by using
tractors. These farmers were those farmers who lacked capital to purchase tractors and expensive
agricultural implements. The second category of tractor-renting farmers consisted of employees
of the large farmers. They usually worked for the large farmers with the understanding of
receiving all or part of their pay by using the tractor of large farmers to farm their own land after
the owners™ farms had been fully worked. The oxen farmers were again of two types. These were
oxen-owning farmers and oxen-renting farmers. "> The reasons given by farmers for renting oxen
were 1) inability to raise capital for purchasing the animals; 2) absence of security from oxen
theft during the off-season; and 3) loss of invested capital through death of the oxen (animal
disease was prevalent). Most of the oxen farmers were not members of the cooperatives and were
excluded from mechanization because they could not borrow money at reasonable interest

rates.'® The oxen farmers were the largest stratum of cultivators in the area. They practiced less

Y ibid., p. 9.
¥ TAMS,”The Humara Report: resource...”, pp. 87-88.
°Atakilt, p. 54.
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plowing or tillage of the lands than tractor farmers due mainly to the laree distances from the
towns of Abdérafi and Mittima to their farms and because oxen cannot plough as much as
tractors. Oxen farmers also came to Abdirafi and Mittdma with their oxen after they had
finished their work in the highlands. Such movement is known as Mofir Zimmdit Ersha (Mofar
means the beam of a plough and Mofdir Zdimdit Ersha means cultivating land far away from the
farmer’s house). Those who resided in Abdérafi and Méttima bought oxen from merchants who
brought oxen during the plowing season from the highland areas. The average price of a pair of
oxen up to the mid-1970s was Birr 380. The majority of these farmers bought oxen during the
plowing season and then sold them back to merchants when they finished plowing. The average

. 7
useful life of an ox was seven years.'

Reports pointed out that cattle disease were endemic in the study areas. According to this report,
diseases of major concern were rinderpest (local name: Gulhai). anthrax (most common local
names: lalish, hibbet, nephri), “hoof (foot) and mouth disease™ (local names: aniso, etchaim),
brucellosis (local name: none), trypanosomiasis (local name: none), liver fluke (local name:
none), and blackleg (local names: hibbet, nephri). '® Anthrax and trypanosomiasis (sleeping

sickness) are also fatal human diseases.

4.4 TYPES OF TRACTORS
The Ethiopian government gave the following incentives to foreign investors to invest in
agricultural machinery and to open tractor selling companies in Ethiopia:

1) Tax free to tractor suppliers. initially to bring in tractors without incurring

Customs duty

" Informants: Sisay, Abdra, Kindié, Tibdbu, Mingistu and Aldna.
®TAMS, The Humera Report. Resources...” (1974), p. 169. According to the source, the local names
for anthrax and Blackleg are the same.
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2) Duty-free fuel, and
3) Bank credit.

With such incentives, foreign investors supplied tractors and opened their tractor selling
companies in Ethiopia.

The tractor selling companies that entered Ethiopia during the 1960s and 1970s were:-

1) Ries Engineering 2) Tectra 3) Amiran 4) Seferian
5) Orbis  6) Motor and Engineering Company of Ethiopia (MOENCO) and
7) International Technical Support Organization (ITSO)
These companies played a very significant role for the development of modern agricultural
development. During their initial stage, these companies committed themselves to
1) Supply agricultural implements and spare parts at a discount
2) Provide maintenance service at a lower price
3) Sell agricultural machinery on credit'”
Due to these commitments, the number of imported tractors in Ethiopia grew up to 1979 but then

fell sharply until a rise in 1982. For instance, from 1974-1982. the number of tractors that entered

Ethiopia and their cost is seen in the following Table.

Table 9: Number of imported tractors to Ethiopia and their total cost by years from 1974,
Unfortunately there are no similar figures available for before 1974.

Year Number of"'leacmrs' B ) |Cos£(iﬁlu) - B _4‘
1974 429 ., 15,732,108 -
1976 473 16,032,712 B

1977 592 6,922,692 e
1978 530 7237137

1979 692 _ 9,627,913
| 1980 409 _ 8,641,714

1981 - |32 ~ le117,926 L
1982 [ 499 - 10,098,819 -
Total 3950 - 60411819 ]

“Fassil Gebre Kiros, “Agricultural Mechanization Suited to Ethiopian Conditions a Report
submitted to the National Revolutionary Development Campaign and Central Planning
Supreme Council” (Addis Ababa University, Department of Economics, 1980), p. 101.
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Source: Fassil Gebre Kiros, p. 102. Note: Many tractors were imported in 1979 compared to other years in the table.
What made 1979 and 1982 special? No reason is given by the author.

Farm tractors were used for ploughing, cultivating, grading or cutting. for hauling water, fuel,
seeds, general supplies and labour or for providing power to operate various agricultural
machines.” The use of tractors has revolutionized agriculture. The power capability of the
modern tractor has led to higher productivity with a significantly reduced work force, but in the
Ethiopian borderlands a very large migrant labour force was required. Farm mechanization
continues to advance through the use of power machines and attachments.”’ There were about
fifteen different types of tractors in Sétit-Huméra, Abdarafi and Mittdma. They came from at

least ten different countries. Some of the tractor types most used were:

1) Massey Ferguson (Canadian) 2) Belarus (Russian) 3) Ford (English)
4) Deutz (German) 5) John Deere (USA), and 6) Zeter (Czech)

Numerically, Massey Ferguson was the dominant tractor in the study areas. This was probably
because there was easier access to maintenance and spare parts for Massey Ferguson than for any
other tractors in the nearby Sitit-Huméra. All of the tractors had different horsepower. The
tractors including their disc plow cost from Birr 10,000 to Birr 22,000. Tractor implements
included disc plows, trailers, drills and harvesting equipment like sorghum combiners and small
sesame binders.”” The harvesting equipment in the study areas and in Humira was of two types:
1) there were five self-propelled combines used for harvesting the grain sorghum. However, due
to the absence on a large scale of combinable sorghum varieties, the self-propelled combine
function was not utilized; that is, the sorghum was hand-cut and hand-fed into the combine; and

2) there were 14 small sesame binders which cut and tied sesame in bundles for later hand

% \nformants: Haila Mariam, Sergeant Assifa , Sisay, , Abdra, Kindié, Tibibu, Méangistu, and Aldn.
! Atakilt, p. 55
2 Ibid.

101



threshing. Since the seeds of sesame shatter soon after maturity, the small sesame binders were
not found to be practical. Most of them were found in Sitit-Humira. In fact, they were

abandoned soon after trial.>

Photograph 15: One-way, wide-level disk harrow (British) used in Ethiopia and Sudan

Source: Taken from Kline, Green, Donahue, and Stout, Agricultural Mechanization in
Equatorial Africa, p. 319.

According to Kline, Green, Donahue and Stout,

This implement [disk harrow] is the only tillage implement used in
northwest Ethiopia and in parts of Sudan for the production of
sorghum, cotton, and sesame. The rich vertisols lend to be self-
mulching as they crack when they dry oul. Preparation for
seeding the next crop at the beginning of the rainy season
primarily requires that the cracks be filled and weeds killed.
When used in a good system of cultivation practices, weeds can be
controlled within the limits of a minimum tillage program. In
Ethiopia, the seed is broadcast and this same disk used for
covering as the final operation.”

Various machinery prices were quoted in the study areas for the different makes and models of

tractors and other farm implements. According to information of the 1970s, tractor price lists had

3 Ministry of Agriculture, “The Humera Report. Resource «2p. 99,
' kliné, Green, Donahue and Stout, p. 319
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been increasing at an annual rate of 7 to 9 percent in recent years. The prices of the machinery

supplied by Ries Engineering Share Company (RESCO) are considered as representative. These

prices are shown in the following Table.

Table 10: Prices of Farm Machinery and Implements in the 1970s

Implement HP rating or size Price
(Birr)
Tractor 45 hp 10,000
Tractor 60-65 hp 13,500
Tractor 70-75 hp 15,000
Wide Level disc 9 ft. 5,500
Wide Level disc 121t 6,000
Wide level disc 15.4t, 6,800
Drill box 12 fi. 1,800
Drill box 15 fi. 2,200
Grain drill 12 ft. 5,500
Sprayer 32 ft. 6,000
Slasher 6 fi. 2,800
Combine 16 fi. 48,000
Swather 16 fi, 5,500
Trailer 3ton 2,400

Source: Taken from TAMS, “The Humera Report. Resource...” p. 99.

Photograph 16: Belarus (Russian) type tractor of the Police Farm in Abdirafi

Source: Yi Begemederna Simien Tiqglay Gizat Polis, “Yd Begemederna Simien Polis Abaaloch...”, p. 8.

Note: The tall man who is standing on the left side of the driver on the tractor is the late Major Beyene Gebre, the
General Manger of the Police Farm in Abdarafi who was killed by a gunman while he was at work..

There were no commercial banks in Ginda Wuha (Sh#hdi) (a town in Mittdma Wirdda),

Mittima Yohannis, and Abdérafi that could finance tractor purchases. Branch Offices were only
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opened in Ganda Wuha, Méttima Yohannis and Abdirafi on 26/02/2005, 14/06/2008 and
07/02/2012 respectively. There were tractor dealers in Asmara. All of the dealers required a
personal guarantor in tractor financing. Some of them required titled urban land as collateral. The
tractor dealers demanded for credit sales prices 10-15 per cent above cash prices. The Belarus
(Russian) dealers at first were lenient. They charged only 25 per cent down payment and offered
three seasons to cover the outstanding balance. The farmers therefore bought the Belarus more
than other tractors though the Belarus consumed much more fuel than the other tractor types and
was less efficient. However, the Belarus tractor dealers soon raised the down payment to 40 per

cent like the other suppliers and farmers turned to other types.”

Delinquencies on tractor payments were very serious problems. Credit sales were therefore
restricted to known good credit risks. The tractor dealers delivered tractors to farmers
only if the farmers completed all the necessary arrangements beforehand with
the dealers in Asmara. There were two opposite complaints. On one hand, the
farmers complained that they could not buy tractors on rcasonable credit terms.
On the other hand, the dealers complained that they were not able to recover
their money after giving credit to the farmers to purchase tractors. Spare parts
were available in Humara only for five tractors namely, Massey Ferguson,
Belarus, Deutz, John Deere and Ford at an additional price that ranged from 10
to 100 per cent above retail sale price in Asmara. Spare parts were not available
in Humara for the lesser known makes ol tractors. The owners were, therefore,
forced to order spare parts either from Asmara or Addis Ababa. According to my

informants, there were no garages in Abdérafi and Méattama. Farmers depended

> Informants: Sisay, Abdra, Kindie, Tibdbu, Mangistu, and Aldna.
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on the Humdira garages. However, the garages in Humaira lacked quality,

dependability, accessibility (bad road) and fast service.?¢

When we look at the tractor operating cost variables, direct inputs for farm
machinery included diesel fuel, oil, and grease. Consumption of 100 liters of
fuel per 10 working hours was the highest reported and 70 liters the lowest for
the same horsepower rating. The amount of oil and fuel consumed per day by
horsepower rating was divided by the daily working hours and averaged at the
average consumption per hour. The results of such analysis are given in the

following Table.

Table 11: Direct Operating Cost Variables for Tractors. 1970s

Horsepower Rating

Ttem 40-50 [ 51-61 [ 62-72 | All tractor makes
Averages
Fuel (liters/hour) 4.0 |54 178 167
Oil (liters/hour) 0.15 o5 o 0.16
Grease (kg/hour) 0.05 1005 0.05 0.05 ]
Field Capacity (ha/hour) 2.00 1213 2.40 | 2.28

Source:TAMS, “The Humera Report , Resource. . p. 100.

Tractors were and still are very useful in the study areas for uses besides cultivation work of the
land. The transportation system for farm operations was almost entirely dependent on tractors
and trailers. Very few farmers had their own trucks for bringing in supplies. They usually
received their goods at the wdrdda centers for further distribution to the farms by tractor.
Hauling water, fuel, seeds, general supplies and labour were the primary needs. Meeting these

. g . ~
needs by tractor was not easy. It was very expensive.”” The skills of tractor operators were

% |nformants: Haila Mariam, Sergeant Assifa , Sisay, , Abdra, Kindie, Tibdbu and Méngistu.
7 Informants: Sisay, Abira, Kindie and Tibébu.
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generally low. Some tractor operators were long-time employees, but at least 50 percent of the
tractor drivers were first-year operators, who had received their training as drivers’ helpers
without any organized training. In the 1970s two tractor dealers had begun a training program for
tractor drivers in Addis Ababa. However, no one from Humira area used this program. This
resulted in decreased life of the tractor owing to higher depreciation costs and higher running
expenses. The loss of time during the working season of the tractor was another very costly
interruption. Many breakdowns during the working season could be attributed to the dry season
use of the tractor for transportation. Wheel bearings, water pumps, and other moving parts were
stressed because of high speed road transportation in the dry season. During the rainy season,
two or more tractors were hooked together in order to get through mud holes. These holes and
ditches created considerable structural and mechanical stresses. While large trucks could travel
to the farms during the dry season to pick up cotton and grains, few farmers utilized this facility

due to high rates charged because of poor road conditions.*®

Photograph 17: Migrant (seasonal) workers on a tractor moving to farm sites in Abdirafi

.. Migrant Workei® =
; '.,7’ 7 »—. . : l i

Source: MSF-Holland Abdurafi Project, 2014, p. 11.

8 Informants:Haild Mariam, Sergeant Assifa, Sisay, Abdra and, Kindie.
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4.5 DUTY-FREE FUEL DISTRIBUTION
The distribution of duty-free fuel to Ethiopian farmers was started in 1958. In that same year
there were only 11 farmers throughout Ethiopia who took this duty-free fuel. Then the number of
farmers who started to use tractors increased. In 1970 there were 278 tractor-owning farmers
who took duty-free fuel in Shoa province alone. The number of tractors throughout Ethiopia
started to grow by 40 percent every year. In 1971, 2,236 tractors were engaged in agriculture in
the then 14 provinces of Ethiopia. With regard to the number of tractors, Shoa, Eritrea,
Begemeder, Wollo, Hararge, Arussi, Sidamo, Keffa, Wolldga, Bale, Gemu Goffa,Tigray,
Illubabor and Gojjam stood first, second, third, fourth, fifth, six, seventh eighth, ninth, tenth,
eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth respectively. For all these tractors, the Ministry of
Agriculture distributed more than 35 million liters of duty-free fuel every year. It should be
remembered that from 1958 up to 1967, duty-free fuel was distributed to farmers by the special
order of the Emperor. From 1967 onwards the parliament approved the distribution of duty-free

fuel to farmers.”’

All tractor-owning farmers were entitled to duty-free fuel. The duty-free fuel was only allowed
for farming operations. In order to get duty-free fuel, farmers in my areas had to register their
tractors at Abdédrafi and Méittima offices of agriculture and obtain a certificate given by the
offices of agriculture after the offices had seen the farmer’s tractor sale certificate from the
company selling the tractor. The price of duty-free diesel fuel in Asmara per liter was Birr 0.17.
On the other hand, engine oil and grease were sold subject to duty. The Asmara price of engine
oil per liter and the price of grease per kilogram were Birr 1.45 and Birr 1.75 respectively.”

When bought in Huméra (Abdérafi and Méttdma farmers used the Huméra market), the prices of

* Addis Zémdn, Yékatit 17, 1963 E.C, pp. 1-2.
* TAMS, “The Humara Report. Resource...”, p. 112.
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duty-free diesel fuel and engine oil with duty per liter and the price of grease per kilogram with
duty were Birr 0.21, Birr 1.75 and Birr 2.25 :'espectively.’” In the early 1970s, a man nicknamed
wedi Shire (a man from Shire) opened a gas station in Humara which he later on transferred to
ges Sisay Ayiild, the president of the Wilqait-Satit-Humira Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative
Society. Both wédi Shire and ges Sisay Ayild were delegated by the tractor-owning farmers’
cooperatives to bring duty-free fuel. for them from Asmara. The gas station in Humira sold the
duty-free fuel, grease and engine oil to the tractor-owning farmers by adding transportation
costs.”? Duty-free fuel distributions to farmers were very helpful. Without this government aid

the farmers would not have been farming profitably informants stated.™

In 1970, the government distributed 3.081.714 liters of diesel for 249 farmers who owned 438
tractors in Humira and Miittima. The Humira farmers and the Mittima farmers who owned
tractors took 2,977,904 liters of diesel and 104, 810 liters of diesel respectively. In terms of
money this meant Birr 554.702.72.3% In 1970/71 the Ministry of Agriculture distributed
25,413,571 liters of free-duty diesel to 2,500 Ethiopian farmers. OF these. much of the fuel was
for Eritrean and Begemeder tractor farmers.” In 1970, additional duty-free fuel was distributed
to 44 1tractor owners in Humira, Mittima, Abddrafi, Ddmbya and Dé#ra. This amounted to
3,330,284 liters. Again in 1971, 5.085.035 liters of duty-free fuel were distributed for 552 tractor
owners. In those two years Mittima and Abdirafi farmers took 258.960 liters of duty-free fuel
Fuel handling and storage of the cooperative farmers on farm was poor. Metal drums were used

as containers and the fuel most of the time therefore contained large amounts rust and other fuel

* Informants: Sisay, Abira, Kindié, Tibdbu and Mangistu,
32\ nformants: Zanabi, Yirsaw, Alimu and Shardw.
3nformants: Abara, Kindié, Tibabu, Mangistu, and Alana.
** Addis Zémdn, Néhase 14, 1962 E.C, p. 1.

3 Addis Zamén, Tahsas 22,63 E.Cp. 1.

3 Addis Zamdén, Hidar 4, 1964 E.C., p. 1.
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contaminates. Most of the farmers of the cooperatives “complained of dirty fuel and pump
failure on tractors.”* The fuel storage of the tractor-owning farmers was also not safe because of

their own bad storage.

Photograph 18: Fuel dangerously stored in a shed on Ato Bdrihun G. Michael’s house
compound in Abdirafi. Fuel had always been stored like this, or even in the open field.

Source: Photo Atakilt, taken on May 23, 2013.

Though government duty-free fuel distribution was to the advantage of the tractor-owning farmers
for their farm operations, some farmers violated the regulation and started to sell fuel rather than
using it themselves for agriculture. Realizing the problem, the Ministry of Agriculture ordered
agricultural experts to study the problem and propose solutions. The experts studied the problems
and submitted their proposed solutions that could enable fair duty-free distribution to tractor-
owning farmers. With this understanding, the Ministry of Agriculture formulated the following

rules:

1) A tractor that worked for eight hours daily could not operate for more than 200 days in a year.

Ministry of Agriculture, “Report of the Survey Mission ...”, p. 26.
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2) If the type of tractor and its horsepower were known it was simple for the Ministry of
Agriculture to know its fuel consumption by referring to the certificate and explanation of the

tractor factories.
3) Duty-free fuel was distributed to tractor-owning farmers once in a year.

4) Every tractor could only serve for a limited period of time and the duty-free fuel was also given

for that limited period of time (i.e. rule number 1 above).

5) Some tractor-owning farmers did not report to the Ministry of Agriculture whenever their
tractor was either broken down, lost, or had any accident. But the Ministry was anxious to make
control mechanisms to stop the fuel distribution in cases where tractors were non-operational.

(However such a mechanism was never found).

6) Any tractor could only farm 4 gashas (1 gasha= 40 hectares) within a year. Thus the quantity

of duty-free fuel was also allowed to the farmer accordingly.”

In March 1972, the Ministry of Agriculture requested Begemeder and Simien Province
Agricultural Office and Huméra Weirdda administration to inform all tractor-owning farmers of
Humira area to bring evidence that clearly told the total amount of their land holdings in gasha
in order to distribute fuel fairly. However, this was not possible for both the officials and the
farmers because the government lands in Begemeder and Simien were not measured in gashas at
all. Measurement of land in Begemeder and Simien was simply done by the traditional way of

pacing. Thus, both the officials and the farmers believed that land measurement in gashas needed

3 archive of North Gondar Administration, Folder 07 44 /m- “0(; a letter from Abiba Rata, Minister of the
Ministry of Agriculture to Satit-Huméra Farmers , Reference Number 7495/61, Tahsas 11, 1961 E.C, pp. 1-2.
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sufficient knowledge and much time.*” Finally in 1973 the Ministry of Agriculture stopped
distributing duty-free fuel to farmers. This measure would have had a devastating effect not only
on the farmers but also on the economic development of the area in particular and on the
economic development of the country in general. according to a protest by the Governor

General.*

Table 12: Farmers” Cooperatives that were entitled to duty-free fuel distribution in the 1960s and 1970s.

Roll. Name of the ) Folder Remark

No. Cooperative No.

219 Asra Sdwistu €h 19 Humiira
Sharikoch

309 Abdarafi ©A309 Abdrafi

338 Al Khadra Yi CTh 38 Humiira
Ersha Mahbér

412 Orthodox oo 12 Abdrafi
Church Limat
_Commission

62 Yi Mittima . P 62 ~ | Mattama
Gibirewoch
Mahbir

60 Simintigna oh B0 Méttima
lgrigna
Brigade
Mahbir

83 Sitit-Humdra T 83 ' " | Humira
Gibdrewoch

88 Civil Mahbir Qw88 | Mittima

5 Wilqayit Cm 5 Humdra
Gibidrewoch
Mahbar

54 Begemederna N 54 Abdirafi
Simien

Polisoch

Mahbir

157 Ersha Limat ©h 57 ) 1 Mttima
Mahédar

Source: Adapted from Archive of Welde Mesqel Memorial Centre. Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of
Agriculture, File No. Nddaj, Name, Ezee Kifil (Tasfa Matimya Bét “1+/550/64 E.C), No page Numbers.

3 archive of North Gondar Zone Administration, Folder ("7 44/m- “0C a letter from the Imperial Ministry of
Agriculture to Mr. D. C. Miyer, the General Manager of Humaéra Agricultural Development Organization, Reference
No. €0/32 Mdgabit 8, 1965 E.C, pp. 1-2.

%0 archive of North Gondar Zone Administration, Folder A7 44/m- M a telegram from Lieutenant Colonel
Tamirat Yigezu, Governor General of Begemeder and Simien to Tséihafe Tizaz Aklilu Habtewold, Reference No.
28/ 41/1/39, Ginbot 23, 65 E.C, p. L.
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Note: The roll numbers are not in order because the list in the source material is arranged according to
Ambharic alphabetical order.

4.6 THE ROLE OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS IN GRANTING LOANS TO ABDARAFI AND
MATTAMA COOPERATIVE FARMERS

The Development Bank of Ethiopia (DBE) is one of the financial institutions engaged in
providing short, medium and long term development credits. Since its establishment in 1909, the
bank has been playing a significant role in promoting the overall economic development of the
country. The history of the Development Bank of Ethiopia goes back to 1909 when the first
attempt of this kind, known as “The Société Nationale D" Ethiopie Pour Le Développement De
L’> Agriculture Et Du Commerce Nationale (“The National Society of Ethiopia for the Promotion
of National Agriculture and Trade”), was established in the Menelik 11 era. Since then the bank
has taken different names at different times although its mission and business purpose have not
undergone significant changes except for occasional adjustments that were necessitated by
change in economic development policies of the country. The under- listed names and periods

have been its successors since 1945.

« Agricultural Bank of Ethiopia from 1945-1949

« Agricultural and Commercial Bank of Ethiopia from 1949-1951

» Development Bank of Ethiopia from 1951-1963

» The Ethiopian Investment Corporation Share Company from 1963-1970

« Agricultural and Industrial Development Bank Share Company from 1970-1979
» Agricultural and Industrial Development Bank from 1979-1994

* Development Bank of Ethiopia from 1994-to the present.”’

In the 1970s the Agricultural and Industrial Development Bank (AIDB), as its name indicated,

was the best source for both agricultural and industrial loans. Its funds came from both the

i Development Bank of Ethiopia, Zéna Limat Bank, Special Issue, No. 45 (Oct. 2009), pp. 59-60.
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Imperial Ethiopian Government (IEG) budget appropriation and from loans from international
financial institutions like the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD),

the International Development Association (IDA) and others.”

The AIDB made two kinds of agricultural loans. These were direct loans to individual farmers
and loans to cooperatives who were engaged in mechanized agriculture. The loans were long
term (three to five years) and short term (one year or less). Long term loans were secured by
mortgages on titled urban property. The Development Bank never accepted rural real estate as
collateral for the long term loans. Interest rates that were charged on the long term loans were
about 9,, percent. Short term loans were given to individual farmers who had a personal
guarantor. The interest rate on these short term loans was 1072 percenl.“ However, members of
the cooperatives complained that such interest rates for both long term and short term loans for
the infant cooperatives were too great'" and they were indeed high for loans intended to promote

development.

About 60 percent of the total agricultural loans of the AIDB went to cooperatives under special
arrangements with the Ministry of National Community Development which fostered the
establishment of cooperatives. Under these arrangements, the MNCD assumed responsibility for
the collection of the loans taken by the cooperatives. This meant that cooperatives taking long or
short term loans did not need to show titled urban property or have a guarantor. The loans were

- . . ‘ 45
made on a seasonal basis (at seeding, weeding and harvesting scasons).

“2 Atakilt, pp. 46-47.

* TAMS, “Humera Agricultural Development Project Draft Final Repor, (1973),” p. 8-4(chapter 8, p. 4).

“Begemederna Simien Taglay Gizat, “Huldtanaw...”, p. 124; Informants:Haild Mariam, Sergeant Assafa , Sisay,
Abéra, Kindié and Tibabu.

**TAMS, “The Humera Report: Resource...”, p. 125.
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The Ceres Company, AIDB’s own subsidiary, was also useful in regulating the stability of prices
by buying the crops from the cooperatives and “in properly utilizing idle funds of the

Development Bank.™*

According to my informants, the most important source of direct loans to the members of the
Godibé-Abdarafi  Farmers Cooperative and Mittdima and Mahbérd Selassie  Farmers
Cooperatives were the cooperatives themselves. The cooperatives took loans from financial
institutions, especially from the AIDB, and lent to its members. The Ethiopian Grain Corporation
(EGC), a government price stabilization agency, also provided some credit to both farmers’
cooperatives. The cooperatives attached a management fee to loans to members which amounted
to about 4 per cent. The lending interest rate to the members of the farmers® cooperatives
depended on the AIDB’s interest rate to the cooperative plus the management fee. Though this
rate was very high for the cooperative members, it was much less than the extortionate rates

demanded by traditional merchants under the shell system.”’

The cooperatives could only borrow money from financial institutions when two-thirds of the
General Assembly agreed to it. A member had the right to borrow up to ten times the total
value of the equity shares he had purchased from the cooperative. To conduct its activities, the
cooperatives depended on the revenue that was collected from entrance fees and interest on the
4% management fees charged on loans to members. All of the cooperatives’ incomes were put
in a bank account. At least 25 percent of the share capital was held as financial reserve.

Dividends were to be distributed with the approval of the General Assembly. The members of

“*The Development Bank of Ethiopia, “The Development Bank of Ethiopia and its Services” (Sep. 1965), pp. 14-15.
*? Informants: Colonel Tigabu, Sergeant Maru, Sisay, Abira, Mangistu and Gdbrad Egziabher.
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the executive committee of the cooperatives were elected annually. The committee members of

the cooperative gave service without salary payment."®

In 1972, the AIDB gave loans to Armachiho-Godibé-Abdarafi Farmers Multi-Purpose
Cooperative Society that amounted to Birr 139, 500.” Again in 1974, the AIDB gave Birr
116,500 loan to the same cooperative.” In addition to this. the Goddbé-Abdidrafi Multi-Purpose

Cooperative Society also took Birr 660,000 loans from the AIDB in 1975.7"

In 1973, the AIDB gave loans to Mittima and Mahbérd Silassie Farmers Multi-Purpose

Cooperative that amounted to Birr 340,000.%

Both Abdirafi and Mittdama Farmers’ Cooperatives were not able to pay their debt to the AIDB

on time because they were challenged by different problems:

1) Some of the members of the cooperatives sold their products to merchants without the
knowledge of the executive committees of the cooperatives and refused to pay their debts. This
means there was lack of membership loyalty in marketing through the cooperatives. The wdrdda
administrators and the wérdda police, unless they received a direct order from higher officials,
did not help the cooperatives by taking measures against those members of the cooperatives who
broke the rules and regulation of the cooperatives and refused to either hand over their crops for

sale through the cooperatives or pay their debts to the executive committees of the cooperatives.

B Informants:Haild Mariam, Sergeant Assifa , Sisay, Abéra, Kindié and Tibébu.

* Addis Zaman, Tahsas 23, 1964, p.1

% archives of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder 7h/ 91 A“%-1* 1’71 a letter from Balambaras Zarfu
Wudu, Gondar Awraja Administrator to Grazmach Méngistu Yayne, Tach Armachiho Wérdda Gdze (Administrator)
Reference Number 2247/19, Ydkatit 14, 66 £.C,, p. 1

*archives of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder m+4AA 126 a letter Armachiho, Godebe-Abddrafi Farmers
Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society to Gondar Province, Reference Number 204/3/67, Tir 30, 1967 E.C,, p. 1.

2 archives of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Aletter from Mattdma and Mahbdrd Selassie
Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative to Lieutenant Colonel Tamirat Yigzu, Governor-General of Begemeder and
Simien, Reference Number 1/1/65, Mdskaram 6, 65 E.C,, p. 1.

115



Without a direct order from above. the police said it was not their duty to intervene. According to

the rule and regulation of the cooperatives the sale of crops was only done by the cooperatives.”

2) Among the principal crops of the cooperatives the prices of cotton and sorghum became very low
at the Humira market. This was because according to Ethio-Sudan trade agreement merchants from
the Gedarif (Sudan) were probably allowed by the Customs Office at Huméra to come to Huméra
and sell their products there. whereas the Ethiopian farmers’ cooperative or Ethiopian merchants in
that area were not allowed to go to Sudan and sell their products. This one-sided agreement was
really a danger to the Ethiopian farmers’ cooperatives of the arca. The cooperative farmers
protested but no solution was given.51 In my opinion the reasons for this situation might have been
that the Sudanese were allowed to bring in agricultural commodities not produced in Ethiopia but
the agreement did not allow bringing in other agricultural commodities such as sorghum and cotton
which were produced in Ethiopia. Border guards who were not paid salary or paid very little may

have been bribed to ignore this.

Another serious challenge to the Mittima and Mahbérd Selassic Farmers™ Cooperative was
Colonel Amari Dimessie, the wdéirdda governor of Mittama. Colonel Amari was a member of
the Mittima and Mahbérd Selassie Farmers” Cooperative. He had five shares (cach share was
Birr 100). He borrowed Birr 5000 from the cooperative with a personal guarantee of Lieutenant
Isaga Abdulkirim, the wéirdda police commander. The source of this money was the AIDB. The
colonel repaid Birr 2000 only. But he became a bad example and refused to pay the remaining

Birr 3000. This resulted in misunderstandings between him and the executive committee

3 Informants:Haild Mariam, Sergeant Asséfa, Sisay and Abdra.

5 archive from North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder /125 a letter from Fitawrari Bakala
Z3l3l5w Deputy Governor General of Begemeder and Simien to the Ministry of Interior, Reference No. 100/
100/2-2/27 Hidar 6, 66 E.C, p. 1. | have discussed this with Prof. Shiferaw Bekele, who informed me that to his
knowledge no agreement of this kind was even made by the | EG. I also tried to establish contact with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to get information, but | was not successful.
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members (especially between him and Aro Kédbddd Chikol, the president of the cooperative).
When he was asked to pay his debt he became very vindictive against the executive committee
members, especially against Aro Kibiddd Chékol, the president of the cooperative, and started
verbally harassing the executive members and using his power as wérdda governor against the
cooperative. He also incited divisions among the committee members. Thus the cooperative
executive committee was not able to sell the crops and repay the cooperative’s debts to the
AIDB.” All these and other problems did not allow the cooperative to repay its debts to the

AIDB on time.”®

The AIDB announced that the three cooperatives namely, Sétit-Huméra, Mittima and Mahbird
Sellasie and Godibe Abdérafi could not be given additional loans unless they paid their debts.”’
The 1974 Ethiopian Revolution erupted and this was followed by political turmoil in the areas
and I do not think the loans that were given to the cooperatives by the AIDB were ever repaid
because the cooperatives almost collapsed after the revolution. One major problem for the
cooperatives especially from 1975 onwards was lack of fuel and market. It was [rom Asmara
that the fuel was coming. However, the commercial relation of the cooperatives with Asmara
was totally destroyed. The road to Asmara was blocked. There was no peace and stability at all.
At that period of time, in Huméra and Abdérafi alone there were more than about 700 tractors,
100 trucks, 100 Land Rovers and about 80 mills. All these needed fuel. It was not possible for

the cooperative farmers to collect their crops from the farm sites and transport them to the store.

*Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder /126, a letter from Mittima and Mahbé&ra-
Sellasie Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative to Lieutenant Colonel Tamirat Yigdzu, the Governor-General of
Begemeder and Simien, Reference Number 34/65, Migzia 18, 65 E.C, pp. 1-2.

* Informants: Haila Mariam, Sergeant Assafa, Sisay, Abdra, Kindié, Tibdbu, Mangistu, and Aldna.

*” Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder N'7-91 A<+ ('7h, a letter from Agricultural
and Industrial Development Bank to Major General Nega Tegegn Governor General of Begemeder and Simien
Reference Number a8/ h 8./ 1256/66, Siné 5, 66 E, C, pp. 1-2.

14



The price of fuel skyrocketed. To grind a quintal of sorghum the cooperatives were charged Birr
7. It was too much. But the cooperatives did not have any other alternative than pay what they
were asked to pay in order to feed more than 80,000 scasonal labourers. Due to shortage of
money the labourers were not paid because the cooperatives were not able to sell their crops on

58 : < : o . .
[t was not also possible for the cooperatives to haul drinking water from the rivers by

time.
tractor due to lack of fuel. These problems forced the labourers to abandon the area and return
home. All the farmer cooperatives in the Humira area asked the Cotton Ginning Factory of
Gondar to buy their cotton. But the factory could not buy the crop because it was bankrupt. It
had Birr 1,900,000 unpaid loans from the AIDB in the 1974/1975 crop scason.”” | have not
found any records that the loans were repaid. In fact I do not think they ever were repaid. In my
view, the failure of AIDB and MNCD to provide sound guidance and strict supervision to the
management of the infant cooperatives was a major factor in the difficulties. The IDA must also
share the responsibility for the problems since in its credit to the AIDB no adequate supervisory

mechanism was provided for. But above all, the problems following the 1974 revolution were

the most serious.
4.7 LAND TENURE, LAND ISSUANCE, LAND ALLOCATION AND TAXATION

The status of land tenure in the area in the imperial period was complex and uncertain. Two broad
categories of tenure existed in Begemeder and Simien province: 1) Government-owned land; 2)
Communally-owned lands. Any land that was not held and possessed in the name of any person

or group (i.e rist land) was known as Government land. Any land that was regarded as belonging

8 Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder (Y7 91 Limal Bank, A Petition from Huméra and
Abdirafi members of the cooperatives to Begemeder and Simien Administrator, Ydkatit 7, 67 E.C, p. 1.

%% archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder 1’7 91 Limat Bank, An Application letter from
Gondar Cotton Ginning Factory Board members namely, Abdu Adam, Tirundh Zarihun, Ayaléw Béazabih, Atanaw
Wassé and Fiteh Aya Assdgu to the Public Enterprises Trustee Board and to the Ethiopian Commercial Bank, Miazia
7,1967 E.C, p. 1.
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to a group of persons, each with rights limited only to the use of this land. was known as
communally-owned land. Government lands were under direct control of the District Governor
in most wdrdda. The local ballabar was also responsible in Tach Armachiho Weirdda. The same
system of land allotment existed throughout the lowland areas of Begemeder and Simien.®” The
system of land allotment to individuals from government land was known as the Qdbdille

System:

A person wishing the land applies to either the provincial or
District Governor's office. Applications submiited to  the
Provincial Governor are forwarded to the District Governor.
The District Governor calls in the Deputy District Governor and
Kebele Shum to determine available land in their area. Afier
identifying the plot of land to be allotted. the applicant puts his
request, in writing, to the District Governor. Afier this. the
District Governor orders the Kebele Shum to issue the land.

A Kebele Shum is nominated by the land holders to serve jfor an

unlimited period of time. Apart from allotting land to farmers on

the basis of the District Governor's instructions, his duties and

responsibilities are 1) 1o collect taxes; 2) o settle boundary

disputes between neighbors, and 3) to serve as an adminisirator

in the absence of a Government Official in his Kebele.”
Every farmer was able to receive as much land as he wished according to his choice and his
ability to cultivate it with either oxen or farm machinery. Land measurement was not known.
The size of the land that was allotted to a farmer was only roughly known. The boundaries were

fixed by pacing out the land or orally, i.e. from this river to that river or from this tree to that

62
tree.

Tractor farmers usually established contacts with the District Governor's office for land

registration, taxes, and duty-free fuel registration. But the non-tractor farmers dealt with the

®TAMS, “The Humera Report: Resource ...”, p. 91.
*Ibid.
2 |nformants: Colonel Tigabu, Sergeant Maru, Sisay and Abdra.
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gébille Shum for land registration and taxes. The gibille shums claimed labour service from the
oxen farmers. The oxen farmers were thus forced to work three days a year for their gébille-
shums in their respective areas. These personal services were one day for plowing, one day for
weeding and one day for harvesting. The gibdlle-shums claimed labour payments from non-
tractor farmers because they were not paid a salary for administering the lands under their
jurisdiction. The gdbille-Shums never claimed personal services from tractor-owning farmers

because tractor farmers made direct payments to the government.””

The same system of land allotment existed throughout Humira, Abdérafi and Méttdma. The
average size of land that was allotted to tractor farmers ranged from 400 to 600 gross hectares
per tractor. The average size of land that was allotted to oxen farmers ranged from 40 to 320.
Oxen farmers with more land were those who also rented a tractor for extra cultivation from
tractor owners, as explained above in chapter three, or had more than pair of oxen. In Tach
Armachiho wéirdda allocation of land was usually cleared by the hallabar before a request was

made to the District Governor.®’

Production taxes were the only form of taxation on farming in the study areas. In Sitit-Humira,
Tach Armachiho, Ségidé, and Wilqait Wirddas, production taxes were paid according to an
estimate of assumed production made by government representatives, gdabdlle Shums and the
farmers. Such estimate was made every five years. The taxes could be decreased or increased
depending on the negotiations every five years between the farmer and the government
assessment committee. According to the informants, the estimated yield of crop was converted

into cash values. The farmers were charged at a rate of Birr 0.50 for each Birr 100 gross crop

& Informants: Abdra, Mangistu, Gibrd Egziabher, Fisseha and Alina.

" Informants: Colonel Tigabu, Sergeant Maru, Sisay, Abdra, Mangistu and Gdbra Egziabher.
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gébille Shum for land registration and taxes. The gibidlle shums claimed labour service from the
oxen farmers. The oxen farmers were thus forced to work three days a year for their gébille-
shums in their respective areas. These personal services were one day for plowing. one day for
weeding and one day for harvesting. The gébélle-shums claimed labour payments from non-
tractor farmers because they were not paid a salary for administering the lands under their
jurisdiction. The gidbélle-Shums never claimed personal services from tractor-owning farmers

because tractor farmers made direct payments to the government.”

The same system of land allotment existed throughout Huméra, Abdirafi and Mittdma. The
average size of land that was allotted to tractor farmers ranged from 400 to 600 gross hectares
per tractor. The average size of land that was allotted to oxen farmers ranged from 40 to 320.
Oxen farmers with more land were those who also rented a tractor for extra cultivation from
tractor owners, as explained above in chapter three, or had more than pair of oxen. In Tach
Armachiho wéirdda allocation of land was usually cleared by the hallabat before a request was

made to the District Governor.®*

Production taxes were the only form of taxation on farming in the study areas. In Sitit-Humiira,
Tach Armachiho, Sdgiddé, and Wilqait Werddas, production taxes were paid according to an
estimate of assumed production made by government representatives, gdbdlle Shums and the
farmers. Such estimate was made every five years. The taxes could be decreased or increased
depending on the negotiations every five years between the farmer and the government
assessment committee. According to the informants, the estimated yield of crop was converted

into cash values. The farmers were charged at a rate of Birr 0.50 for each Birr 100 gross crop

® Informants: Abira, Méngistu, Gibri Egziabher, Fisseha and Aldna.
" Informants: Colonel Tigabu, Sergeant Maru, Sisay, Abdra, Mangistu and Gabri Egziabher.
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value. The highest average production tax per hectare was paid by tractor-owning farmers,
followed by tractor-renting, oxen and oxen renting farmers.”® The tax could be more or less

: . . 6
depending on those who were favoured or not favoured. *°

4.8 FARMING SYSTEMS OF THE PRINCIPAL CROPS, LABOUR REQUIREMENTS, SOURCES

OF LABOUR AND ITS COSTS

The principal crops cultivated in Abdirafi and Mittdma area as in Humiira. were sesame,
sorghum and cotton. Sesame and sorghum accounted for about 80 percent of the area cultivated.
Cotton accounted for twelve percent only. The remaining eight percent was planted with other

. . . ' 7
crops, mainly millet, which was an important food crop among the oxen farmers.®

4.8.1 CULTIVATING THE THREE MAIN CROPS

4.8.1.1 SESAME

Sesame (Sesamum indicum) is a high value oilseed crop. It is probably the most ancient oil seed
known and used by mankind. It accounts for over 90 percent of the value of oil sceds in Ethiopia
that can be exported.®® It is thought to be of African origin. Today it is cultivated in many parts
of tropical Africa, Asia and the United States of America. Currently Nigeria is the second
largest producer of sesame in Africa next to Sudan and fifth largest producer in the world.®
There are fourteen leading sesame producing countries in the world. Seven of them are in Africa.

These are Sudan, Uganda, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Tanzania, the Central Afiican Republic; and

* TAMS, “Humera Agricultural Development Project, Draft ...” (May 1973), pp. 15-16

*Informants: Sisay, Abdra, Mangistu, Gibri Egziabhér, Fisseha and Alin3.

“Informants: Mangistu, Gabri Egziabher and Aldnai.

* Kinde Aysheshum, “Sesame Market Chain Analysis: The Case of Metema Woreda, North Gondar Zone,
Ambhara National Regional State”, (MSC Thesis, Haramaya University, Department of Agricultural Economics,
2007), p. 12.

¥ 1S.A Mshelia, A.A Sajo and D.T. Gungula, “Sesame Production as Panacea for Poverty Alleviation in
Nigeria” in Journal of Agriculture and Veterinary Sciences, volume 4 (June 2012), p. 16.
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Egypt.”” Sesame seeds can only germinate at soil temperature > 20°c The optimal temperature
for growth is 25-29% Sesame is sensitive to frost and is therefore necessarily a lowland crop in
Ethiopia. The crop is very susceptible to hail damage at all stages of growth. It needs a low to
moderate air humidity. A high insolation is required at flowering. Shading (intercropping)
reduces the yield. The soils that are suited for the production of sesame are deep, well-drained,
loamy soils. When rainfall is heavy waterlogging becomes a problem of crop production. Sesame
is rather intolerant of waterlogging.”' Despite the problem of waterlogging soils, sesame was
grown in Abdérafi and Mittima. The optimal yield in rain-fed agriculture is 1.2-1.5 ton/ha and
the average farm yield is 0.5-0.6 ton/ha., whereas the optimal yield in irrigated agriculture is 2.0-

2.4 ton/ha and the average farm yield is 1.2-1.5 ton/ha.

Photograph 19: Sesame crop in Tach Armachiho.

Source:Taken from Tach Armachiho Wardda Office of Agriculture and Gondar Agricultural
Research Centre, “Field Days held in Tach Armachiho Wirdda™ (Sep. 8, 2014), cover page.

70, .
Ibid., p. 17.
Ir. C. Sys, E Van Ranst, Ir. J. Debaveye and Others, “Land Evaluation Part Ill Crop Requirements”,

Agricultural Publications No. 7 (Brussels: Belgium, 1993), p. 136.
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Sesame is cultivated in many lowland parts of Ethiopia. The seeds are also exported.”
According to the International Livestock Research Institute and the Ministry of Agriculture and

Rural Development, oil was extracted from the sesame seed in my study areas.

A traditional oil extractor, called Ansara, driven by camel is
used to extract sesame oil. The camel is blindfolded in a shed
and rotates the pesile afier putting sesame seed in the mortar.
Abowt 45 liters is extracted from 100 kg of sesame seed.
However, cleanliness during the extraction of the oil is not up
to standard. The oil cake remains for the owner of the Ansara
which could be sold at about Birr 150/qt and used as feed for
very weak animals.”

4.8.1.2 SORGHUM

Sorghum (Sorghum bicolor) is an important food and cash crop in Ethiopia. Many varieties of
sorghum are cultivated in Ethiopia. It is grown in different forms as mashilla (white), zdngada

(red) and durra.”* According to the Ministry of Agriculture report.

Durra sorghum is the most important grain crop in Ethiopia.
The crop grows well in the lowlands and very well in the
middle lands. Some of the best fertile sections of the country
are sorghum producing areas.

Many kinds of sorghums, including the dual purpose, sirup
[syrup] fiber and forage sorghums, and the grain sorghums
(durra) are grown in Ethiopia. Dual purpose sorghums are
used for forage and sirup [syrup] as well as for grain. Sweel-
stalked sirup [syrup] sorghums are popular for their sugar
content, while fiber sorghums provide broom-corn [bmom
corn]. Forage sorghums grow wild throughout the country.”

 Ibid., p. 137.
’3mR|mujMoARD p. 39.
* bonald Crummy, “Ethiopian plow Agriculture in the 19" Century” in Journal of Ethiopian Studies 16, vol. 16

(1983), p. 11.
Ministry of Agriculture, “Agriculture in Ethiopia” (1964), p. 4. Note that now (2015) maize in Ethiopia is the

most important grain crop by crop sown, not sorghum.
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The crop has little international importance. It is significant as a subsistence crop. It can
withstand high temperature and long periods of drought. It does not have a high nutritional value
compared with other cereals. Sorghum is grown in developed countries as a fodder crop,
especially in the USA and southern Europe.’ It is drought resistant. Its germination takes place
at soil temperature above 10% It requires abundant sunshine. Sorghum is susceptible to bird
damage and storage pests. It grows well on soils with vertisols. Sorghum tolerates a wide range
of drainage conditions and short periods of waterlogging.”” A good commercial yield in rain-fed
agriculture is 2.5-3.5 ton/ha. Average farmer yield is 1.3-2.0 ton/ha and traditional smallholder
yield is 0.2-0.8. On the other hand, a good commercial yield under irrigated agriculture is 3.5-5.0
ton/ha.”® Sorghum is greatly affected by pests like army worm, heliothis and plusia (a genus of

moth s).79
4.8.1.3 COTTON

Cotton (Gossypium) is a multi-purpose crop. It has more than one single utility. Cotton is a
source of raw material for the textile industry, cooking oil for human consumption and seed
cakes for animal feed. Cotton is produced under both rain-fed and irrigated conditions in state

farms, private commercial farms and small farms. The major growing areas in Ethiopia include

"“Goh Cheng Leong and Gillian C. Morgan, Human and Economic Geography, Second Edition (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1982), p. 181.
77Sys, Ranst, Debaveye and others, p. 139.
*® Ibid., p. 140.
" |EG, Ministry of Agriculture, IAR,“Report of The Survey Mission ..”, p. 33.
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the Awash River basin, Arbaminch, Abaya, Woito. Gambélla, and Maittdima. Huméra and

Abdirafi in the northwest.*

The largest cotton producers in the world are China. the USA. India. Pakistan and Brazil. Low
income countries in Sub-Saharan Africa like Benin, Burkina Faso and Chad depend on cotton for

earning foreign exchange. Ethiopia is also one of the African countries that produce cotton.”

According to Dessalegn Bizuneh,

As part of the broader plan lo transform the economy of the
region, the ltalians selected Matamma as one of the nine
districts throughout their East African Empire for cotlon
cultivation. Coiton samples from Matamma had indicated that
the region could yield promising results if cultivated well.
However, the plan was not translated into action for unknown
reasons. It was not until the mid-1960s that large-scale cotton
cultivation spread in Matamma when a group of veterun
soldiers and other entrepreneurs embarked on large scale
farming in the Warada™

The air temperature range for cotton growing is 18-40"¢ while below! 8% cotton will not grow.
An air temperature of more than 40°¢ may cause damage. The annual precipitation range
required for cotton is 900-1200mm. Rainfall during maturation is harmful. Vertisols are suitable
if not waterlogged and cotton does not tolerate waterlogging. Good commercial yield of cotton
seed in rain-fed agriculture is 1.5-2.0 ton/ha. and average farmer yield is 1.0-1.5 ton/ha whereas a

good commercial yield of seed under irrigated agriculture is 4.0-5.0 ton/ha and average farmer

% Esayas Tdna, Abréham G/hiwdt,and Mashila Déjane, “Quantitative and Qualitative Determination of Weeds
in Cotton-Growing Areas of Humera and Metema, Northwestern Ethiopia” in Ethiopian Journal of Applied
Science Technology, Vol.3 (1) (2012), p. 58.

81 T. Bosena, F. Bekabil, G. Berhanu and H. Dirk, “Factors Affecting Cotton Supply at the Farm Level in
Metema District of Ethiopia”, in Journal of Agriculture, Biotechnology and Ecology, 4 (1) (2011), p. 42. In my
opinion Egypt should also be included in this category, unless excluded from the second category because no
longer as low incomes as Burkina Faso elc.

#pessalegn Bizuneh, p. 20,
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yield is 2.0-3.0 ton/ha.”® Despite the problem of waterlogging, cotton was grown in Abdirafi and
Miittima. When waterlogging happened, owing to excess rain, yields failed. Growing cotton and
sesame was therefore, though profitable, a risk, because waterlogging could spoil the crops (as in

the present year 2015). This happened on average about every 4-5 years.84

Photograph 20: Cotton crop in Abdérafi

Source: Yd Begemederna Simien Taqlay Gizat Polis, Yd Begemederna Simien Tdglay

Gizat Polis Abaloch ... 7, p. 7.

The varieties and origins of the principal crops grown in the study areas (Sitit-

Humiira areas) are shown in the following Table.

Table 13: Varieties and Origins of the Principal Crops Grown in the Study Areas

Crop Crop Variety Origin
Cotton

Gossypium Acala USA
Hirsitum Israel (Gedera) Israel

8 Ir. C. Sys, E Van Ranst, Ir. J. Debaveye and Others, pp. 63-65.
8% |nformants: Abara, Mangistu, G&bra Egziabhér, Fisseha and Aldna.
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Sesame

Sesamum Jabrouk,Dalamit, Tegele,Kafife Sudan

indicum Alia, Abu Sandug, Azerege

Sorghum
Sorghum vulgare Wad Akr, Dabur, Mugud, Wad Arba, Safra, Zerzera. | Sudan !

Feterita, Wad Farage, Tejarebe, Fuke, Mesteh

Wanze, Zehala, Zenare, Bayane, Morebe, Agurebe,
Wareta

Ethiopia

Source: TAMS, “The Humara Report: Resource ...”, p.79.

Acala cotton which was locally known as “American” was medium-tall and early maturing and
gave more yields. It had large bolls and strong fibers. Its hairless variety was susceptible to jasid
attack. It lacked resistance to bacterial blight (Xanthemonas Malvacearum).*> Some other major
pests of cotton in Mitimma were American bollworm (Heliothis) and Sudan bollworm.*® The
Israel cotton was of a minor importance.®” The cotton was sold to different cotton ginning and

processing factories in Ethiopia.88
4.8.1.4 CROP OPERATIONS AND LABOUR

Sesame was well suited to Sitit-Humira, Abdarafi and Mittima.*” The major problem with

sesame was the problem of Shattering.g0 The three main varieties of sorghum namely, Wad Akr,

85Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Agriculture, I1AR, “Report of the Survey Mission...”, p. 22. Jasid
means “any of a large cosmopolitan family (jassidaae) of small leaf hoppers that include many economically
significant pests of cultivated plants”, Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary (Massachusetts, G. and C. Merriam
Company, 1977), p. 619.

% Archives of Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder “E*@\.2 36-37, File No. ad- 36/4"A,2 A Collective
Report from Ato Getachdw Madngdsha (National Community Development), Ato Sisay Birhanu (Executive member
of Méttidma-Mahbdrd Selassie Farmers Cooperative), Ato Birhanu Asrds (Gondar Cotton Ginning Factory Board
member), Ato Getahun Assdgu (General Manager of Gondar Cotton Ginning Factory), Mr. Shawil Zahabe an Israeli
agricultural expert, and Ato Waldu Masfin an Agricultural expert to Begemeder and Simien Province, Tikimt 1, 65
E.Cp. 1

¥ TAMS, “The Humera Report: Resource...”, p. 79.

* Informants: Sisay, Abdra, Mangistu and Gabri Egziabher.

“Ibid.
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Dabur and Mugud were Sudanese in origin. They were higher yielding and drought resistant.”’
The white and better tasting Safra variety was widely used to prepare /njdra (Ethiopian bread).
Wad Akr was used for making tdlla (local beer) and as food for the labourers. The varieties such
as Wanza and Zahala were mostly grown by oxen farmers and were consumed by people. It was
affected by a plant parasite called JS:IJ'iga, commonly known as witchweed or witches’ weed, a
genus of parasitic plants as noted above that occur naturally in parts of Africa, Asia and

- 2
Australia.”

The cropping operations in particularly mechanized farming were clearing, cleaning, plougwing,
seeding, weeding and harvesting. Clearing was cutting trees on the farmland. It was carried out
by contract. Cleaning was preparing the land for seeding. It usually started in February. The
small farmers did the work by themselves. The larger farmers usually contracted the work to
crews on a unit area basis. Cotton stems, sesame and sorghum stalks from previously cultivated
land were piled, dried, and burned. Ploughing was carried out by a tractor-drawn. 4 meters wide-
level disk harrow (24-30 discs), and drawn one way across the land (See Photographl3). It
cultivated the surface to a depth of more than 8 centimeters. Ploughing operations for all the
crops were not uniform. In most cases, first plowing was carried out in June when the ground
had received sufficient moisture. This enabled the disc to penetrate the soil. Weeds started to
grow usually after the second rain. Thus a second ploughing was needed to destroy the weeds.
Regarding sesame, the seed was broadcast either before the second plowing or after the second
ploughing.% Then a third harrowing was carried out to cover the seeds. Sorghum lands were also

ploughed, seeded and again harrowed to cover the seed. This was done after the sesame and

* |EG: Ministry of Agriculture, IAR, “Report of The Survey Mission...,”, p. 21.
L TAMS, “The Humera Report: Resource ..", p. 79.

% |EG, Ministry of Agriculture, “Report of the Survey Mission...”, p. 21.
**Atakilt, pp. 60-61.
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cotton had been planted. Cotton lands followed the same process as sorghum. The only
difference was that cotton seeding followed sesame seeding. Seeding was by hand broadcasting.
Originally seeds of both sesame and sorghum were first brought from the Sudan. Then the
farmers saved the best seeds from the best crops. But new cotton seed was later also purchased
every year from Barratolo Cotton Plantation which was always insecticide treated. The Barratolo
Plantation was located near Téssdniy in Eritrea. [t was first started by the Italian government in
1932, From 1941 on until 1949 the plantation was run by the British. Then the Ethiopian
government took it over. It was only from 1965 onwards that Doctor Barratolo started to be a

concession holder. His farm manager was M. Socci.”

The seeding periods of sesame, cotton and sorghum were from June to July, end of June to end
of July, and July to September 1'espectivefy.95There was no irrigation in Abdédrafi and Mittdma.
The crops were rain-fed.”® Cotton exhausts the soil. It needs fertilizer to maintain fertility. But
fertilizer was not tried in the study areas because farmers were always afraid of possible increase
of weeds.”” The farmers 1 spoke to did not use even organic (natural) fertilizers. They were often
not settled in the area at all and they said that the virgin land was fertile enough. When land
became less fertile they took up new land —not a solution in the long term.”® It could be argued
that not using chemical fertilizers avoided problems for farmers, especially those farmers with
smaller incomes and less available cash. By not using chemical fertilizers. farmers at least

avoided the financial trap which Tesema has drawn attention to. Tesema’s paper relates Wollega,

> Ibid., p. 62.
“Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Agriculture, Institute for Agricultural Research, “Report of the
Survey Mission ...”,p. 18.
*1bid., p. 10.
z; Informants: Sisay, Abdra, Mangistu, Gabra Egziabhér, Colonel Tigabu and Sergeant Maru
Ibid.
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not the northwestern borderlands, but the problem he describes would also have been the

problem of farmers in my area, had they used chemical fertilizer. Tesema writes...

In recent years, farmers in Oromia and Ethiopia in general have
complained that they get the highest crop yield only for one or hvo
harvest years by using chemical fertilizers and selected seeds.
Thereafter, they must apply more fertilizers and use selected seeds
every year to obtain a sufficient harvest. With each passing year,
Jfarmers find themselves pushed to the verge of bankrupicy by the
ever-rising cost of chemical fertilizers. In fact, the high cost of
modern farm management practices has caused farmers in many
parts of Wallagga to state that “the land has also started to demand
chemical fertilizers as bribes to be productive. just like government
bureaucrats, especially the courts, who are accustomed 1o taking
bribes from peasants in order to make a ruling on certain cases.”
Owing to the ever-rising cost of chemical fertilizers, the Maccaa
Oromo have come lo regard traditional farming as cheaper and
more sustainable than so-called modern farming. Above all, they
assert that the food products from traditional farming are tastier and
healthier than food items produced with the use of chemical
fertilizers. 7

Though strict rotation did not exist farmers practiced a cotton-sorghum-sesame rotation on
weedy fields and a cotton-sesame-sorghum rotation on the less weedy fields.""The weeding
processes started with sesame. Then it continued to cotton and sorghum. On each of the three
crops, an average of two weeding was carried out by hand. Labour crews were employed usually
on a contract basis. About 50 to 100 labourers were assigned to work side by side across the

assigned fields.'"!

All the three crops in Abdirafi and Mittima were harvested by hand using scasonal contract

labour. Harvesting periods of sesame, cotton and sorghum were from the end of September to

*Tesema, pp. 106-107. This is a study on Wollega but Tesema has told me that the problem would not be
confined to this area.
molmperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Agriculture, IAR,” Report of the Survey Mission...”, p. 18.
OlrAMS, “The Humera Report: Resource ...”, p. 104.
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November, December to February, and December to April respectively.'“Sesame was cut into
small sheaves of about 50 stalks each. Four sheaves were stacked together and 100 of these 4
sheaves stacks formed a “hila”. The hilas were allowed to dry for about 15 days. Then the seed
was hand-shaken on canvas and finally placed in sacks. Sesame was cut before the seed pods
began to crack in order to avoid shzsnttering.E03 Cotton was picked twice. According to the report
of the Humira survey mission, one man could pick 30-40 kilograms per day. "' For sorghum, the
heads were cut and piled in large stacks. The seeds were then threshed and winnowed in order to
remove the husks.'” Partially mechanized farming in Abdirafi and Méttima demanded a great
number of labourers in order to satisfy its annual labour needs.'”™ Clearing and cleaning were
carried out from January to May. During these five months, about 60 percent of the labourers
were permanent employees of the land holders. Payment was on a piecework basis.'”’ Additional
labourers were hired from June to October. Some of the large farmers hired their entire crews in
June in order to protect themselves from the probable labour shortage during the weeding and

harvesting season.

Table 14: Estimated Monthly Distribution of Annual Seasonal Labour in the 1970s.

Month Number of Labourers
January 8,000 B
February 6,500
March 6.500 -

21 formants: Colonel Tigabu, Sergeant Maru , Sisay, Abéra, Gibra Egziabhér and Alana.

13 TAMS, “The Humera Report. Resource ...", p. 104,

19 |£G, Ministry of Agriculture, 1AR, Report of ....", p. 24.

195 |nformants: Colonel Tigabu,, Sergeant Maru, Sisay, Abéra, Mingistu and Gabré Egziabhér.
%1bid.

%7 Fitaye, “The Traditional...”, p.7.
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April 6.500 —
May 7,500 -

June 39.500 o

July 55.000 o B

August - 65.000 - o
September 65.000 . R
October 40,000 . .

November 15.000 e =

December o 8.000 - -

Source: TAMS, “Humdra Agricultural Development Project, Draft ...", p. 42.

About 85 percent of the seasonal labourers were rural people who came to Huméra, Abdérafi and
Mittima from the highlands of Tigray, Eritrea, and Begemeder and Simien provinces. The
remaining 15 per cent of seasonal labourers came from the towns and cities and were generally
not efficient farm labourers. About 25 percent of the labourers traveled to the study areas by
trucks, buses and tractors during May and early June before the roads were closed by floods. The
remaining 75 per cent came on foot from Tdssdndy, Shdraro, Gondar and other places in the
highlands. Large numbers of seasonal labourers were hired at harvest time. Most of them (about
70 percent) were Tigrian peasants who sought a cash income to supplement their precarious
subsistence production. The majority of the labourers came to Huméra, Abdirafi and Mittima
after harvesting their own crops at home, usually after Christmas. They returned home for Easter

and returned back to Humira, Abdérafi and Méttdma in June and July and stayed there until
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November. The harsh conditions of the plains, the poor health environment and lack of services

. . 108
all combined to ensure a completely male seasonal worker population.'

Regarding labour costs, payments were not uniform. There were different payments on the
different farms. Sometimes disputes arose between labourers and employers over questions of
pay. Labour did not have proper written contracts or guidance because there were no labour
offices in the study areas.'” The position of labour, however, was not entirely weak because at
harvest time they were desperately needed and could threaten to refuse work unless they got
more pay. This was especially the case for sesame which had to be harvested on time, or
otherwise would be spoiled. On one occasion a women, Abikyilidsh Yimir (also known as
Abdkyildsh Gondar), was in a problem of a labour shortage in Mittima Wirida in the Civil
Association Agricultural Farm and got labourers by giving them good, attractive food not just
sorghum powder. She was then accused by other farmers of breaking traditional custom
“spoiling the labourers™ and getting an unfair advantage in attracting labour.""” However, the

average unit costs for clearing, seeding, and weeding were estimated as shown in Table 13.

Table 15: Reported Average Clearing, Sceding and Weeding Costs per Man per Day in the 1970s.

Activity Crgpr o | Unit Cost
Types | (Birr/Man/Day
Clearing All 1.50 ' i
Seeding crops 4.81
Weeding A_” 2.26
crops
ine 2
Weeding Sesame 2.66
Weeding 2.14
Sorghum
Cotton
Source: Taken TAMS, “Humara Agricultural Development Project, Drafl ...", Chapter 7, p.50.

" Informants: Sisay, Abara, Mingistu, Gibra Egziabhér, Fisseha and Alsna.
"% Fitaye “The Traditional Usage...”, p. 7.
19 nformants: Kindé, Sisay, Mangistu, Gibri Egziabhér, Fisseha and Alzni.
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The estimated unit labour costs for harvesting, management and other costs were also given as

shown in the following Table.

Table 16: Estimated Harvesting, Management and Other Costs in the 1970s.

Activity Unit Unit Cost (Birr)
Sesame cutting hila 3.00-4.00
Sesame threshing and sacking quintal 1.50

Sorghum harvesting quintal 1.50

Cotton picking kilogram 0.05

Food for a labourer day 0.50-1.00
Manager's Salary month 400.00
Foreman's Salary month 200.00
Production taxes hectare 0.80

Source: Taken TAMS, “Humera Agricultural Development Project, Draft ... ", Chapter 7. p.
p.5l.

According to my informants, the farm supplied sorghum powder, beans, salt, pepper and water
to drink for both its permanent and seasonal labourers. The farmers hauled water for their
labourers in the dry season and put it in a drum. In the rainy season the labourers themselves dug
holes in the ground to collect flood water. The farms maintained small grass rukul huts for shelter
but many labourers slept in the open fields because of the heat as they still do. The amount of
sorghum grain consumed by one person per year was 300 kilograms. The people in the study
areas suffered from anthrax, trypanosomiasis (sleeping sickness), visceral leishmaniasis (kala-
azar) and malaria.'"' The labourers paid great sacrifices in deaths especially from malaria. Such

tragedies were remembered by the labourers in their sayings:

" informants: Sergeant Maru, Sisay, Abdra, Mdngistu, Gibrd Egziabhér, Fisseha and Aldné.
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U-and- ©LE ao b PULE
L300 @ 1de
U RTANN T I T
e Ade LOPA ANh.am™ '
One who went to Huméra or Méttdma,
His pillow is the stone.,
His priest is the vulture [for the funeral ceremony].
It waits and watches him until he dies.

The farm supplied the labourers with sugar, oil and onions whenever the labourers demanded

them. But the cost was to be covered by the labourers themselves deducted from their pay. e

One might compare the conditions of seasonal migrant labour in neighbouring Sudan. Permanent
and seasonal migrant labour was scarce in neighboring Sudan. The role of resident labour was
increasing while that of short-term migrants from distant areas was decreasing. The labour shortage
occurred as a result of the very low real wages. The precondition for the “very survival™ of the
labour force and its dependants in both mechanized rain-fed and large-scale irrigation system was

housing, health, education, drinking-water and sanitation.'"

Regarding farm management, different mechanisms were practiced. [f a tractor farm was owned by
a partnership, one of the partners was in charge of managing the farm work. The partner who was

in charge of managing the farm work usually stayed in the town closest to the farm in order to

"2 Informant: Sisay.

* Informants: Colonel Tigabu, Sergeant Maru, Sisay, Abara and Mingistu.
4peport of a Mission Financed by the United Nations, in Employment and Economic Reform: Towards a
Strategy for the Sudan (Switzerland: International Labour Office, 1987), p. 71.
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supervise the workers during the ploughing, seeding, weeding and harvesting seasons. In his
absence, the kobrari (foreman) acted as a manager. He lived on or near the farm during most of the
year. On the other hand, some of the individual tractor-owning farmers managed their farms by
themselves. Some of them lived near their farms, but the majority lived in towns like Huméra,
Asmara, and Gondar engaged in some other commercial businesses. They visited their farms when
necessary. Generally speaking, all farm operations were supervised by the foreman. But the
tractor-renting farmers stayed close to their farms for the whole year. This greatly helped them to
take care of their farm management together with their foremen. Most of the members of the
different cooperatives in Abddrafi and Mattdma as in Huméra, were government officials, judges,
military generals, retired civil servants and policemen, teachers, merchants. farmers etc.'” The

following chapter discusses infrastructural developments.

"2 Informants: Sergeant Maru, Sisay, Abdra, Aldnad and Mangistu.
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CHAPTER FIVE
INFRASTRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENTS

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter the infrastructures of Abdérafi and Mittdma will be discussed. Assessments will
be given of the services that were available to cooperative farmers. Information will be given on
population, roads, transport and communications, educational facilities, governmental

administrative issues, water supply, health and medical facilities, and housing and shopping.

5.1 ABDARAFI

5.1.1 ROADS, TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS

The availability of good transport services at reasonable cost is important for the viability of
commercial farming. Farming in Abdérafi suffered from transport difficulties which were only
slowly improved. The route between Gondar and Abdérafi via Humira, which was about 329
kilometers long, was originally an old mule track.' The route from Humira to Méttima through
Abdirafi (87 kilometers) was 196 kilometers. The route between Huméra and Abdérafi was only
a rough track and was impassable in the wet season and the route from Abdirali to Mittdma was
also rough and rocky.2 During the wet season, transport of goods between Abdéarafi and Huméra
was impossible because the goods could not cross the Angérib River. The Angirib, also known
as Bahr as-Salam, is one of the sources of the Nile. Crossing the Angérdb River in the wet season
was only possible by using a small boat. Anyone who wanted to use the boat was charged Birr 5.
When there was too much rain and river volume was large and the current swift it was not even
easy to use the boat and cross the river. Prior to the construction of the bridge, fording of the

river was possible only in the dry season from mid-December to early June. When the river was

! Informants: Mangistu, Aldnd, Fiseha Asrds , and Gdbré Egziabhér.
TAMS, “The Humera Report: Resource ..", p. 1
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full, it took about 30 days for the volume to fall. To minimize the problem a new bridge was
constructed in 197 1across the Angirib River, six kilometers north of Abdérafi, by the Imperial
Highway Authority. It was 150 meters long and 3.5 meters wide. There were 6 stone central
pillars that carried the Angirib Bailey Bridge. Each pillar was placed at a distance of 30 meters.
The Angirib Bailey Bridge was the longest in the history of Bailey Bridge construction in
Ethiopia of that time. The construction of the bridge greatly helped the Sitit-Huméra, Abdarafi and
Miittima Multi-Purpose Farmers’ Cooperatives to transport their commercial crops to the market

without any problem. The bridge served for about 500-600 tractors at that time.’

Photograph 21 and 22: Overhead view and side view of the Angérdb Bailey Bridge

Source: Photo Aldni Chikol, taken on May 23, 2013.

As stated above, the road from Abdirafi to Gondar was via Humira. This was about 329

kilometers which was very long and time consuming. This was because there was no road that

3 Addis Zaméin, Séne 24, 63 E.C, p. 1; Ministry of Agriculture, “The Humera Report: Resource ...”, p. 181.
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could directly connect Abdérafi with Gondar. Having this problem in mind, the farmers’
cooperatives in Tach Armachiho and the ballabats of the area decided to contribute money and

shorten the distance by constructing a 150 kilometers road through Armachiho and connecting it

with the Sitit-Huméra road. Aro Zandbd Nurelifi, from the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
Development Commission in Zaménat, supported the road construction by bringing one tractor
and one Land Rover. Afo Waksum Néwitd, the Qdbdlle Shum and pioneer of the Godibé-
Abddrafi Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative, Afo Abdbd Adissu, Ao Mikondn Akalé, Aro
Abibi Lakiw, and Afo Avyilifi Libin gave their own support by bringing one tractor each. About
500 local people participated daily in the construction of the road without pay. Birr 7.000 was
also paid for daily labourers. Finally the construction of the Abdirafi-Gondar road was
completed successfully. The distance was 250 kilometers. It shortened the Abdérafi-Gondar

route by 79 kilometers. The new road was a dry season road.”

The development of cooperative farms in the Sétit-Huméra area and the establishment of the
Gondar Cotton Ginning and Processing Plant necessitated the repair and construction of the
Gondar-Huméra-Tésséndy, and the Gondar-Chilga- Mittima-Abdérafi tracks. The government
promised to finance half of the total sum of the projects. The populace of the Governorate
General was expected to cover the remaining half. The populace of Wigira Awraja contributed
Birr 107,106.55. Every farmer of Wilqait and Sdgédé was told to pay 10 Birr per dawilla
(twenty qunnas), a grain measure of approximately 100 kilograms of grain harvested. The daily
labourers had to contribute 2 Birr each. However, construction work was not started soon
because of the misunderstandings that arose between officials of the Governorate General and

the Highway Authority. The Highway Authority asked for pre-payment of the public’s

vy Abdirafi Mangadina Ersha Yizota”, in Tiyintd Gondar Zena, Gondar Municipal Herald, Year 1 No. 3

(December-January, 1973-1974), p. 5.
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contribution before work began on the ground. It said that the government budget money was not
available for the time being. On the other hand the government officials insisted on the Authority
beginning work with the government money first. As a result of these misunderstandings
construction work was delayed for some time and therefore the Highway Authority did not start
the work. It was also reported that there was some misappropriation of the public contribution by
officials because out of Birr 107,106.55 that was collected in 1971, the account showed a deficit
of Birr 7.954.26. This was one major problem. The other problems when the work started were
security problems from bandits on the Gondar-Huméra road and the rainy season that hindered

the construction work.”

Finally after the delay the engineering corps of the Ethiopian Ground Forces handled the project
and built several bridges and culverts. A good example was the construction of a Bailey Bridge
over the Guang (Atbara) river.’ The Atbara River is located about seven kilometers northeast of
Mittdma. The construction was completed in May 1971. It was a single span Bailey Bridge. It
was 36.6 meters long with a curb width of 3.3 meters. The maximum load of the Atbara Bailey
Bridge was 15 tons (short for metric ton, 907.19 kg) only. It was not used for heavier motorized

traffic.” Finally a road that linked Mittima-Abdarafi-Sitit-Huméra was contemplated but not

& (\)
carried out.

In 1971, the people of Godibé-Abdérafi in Tach Armachiho decided to prepare an airfield in the
town of Abdirafi. To make it practical, they contributed Birr1616 and elected a committee of

seven men. Afo Yilma Zilildw. the Deputy Wérdda Administrator, became Chairperson. Afo

*Solomon, pp. 242-243,

*Ibid., p. 243.

"TAMS, “The Humera Report: Resource ...”, p. 181.
“Solomon, pp. 243-244.
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Wakshum Néwiti, the Qaballe Shum, became Vice Chairman and Ato Kahssay Wolda Mariam
became the Secretary and Treasurer. There were also four other people who were members of the
committee.” In 1972 the people of Armachiho again contributed 5.609.20 Birr and kept it in the
bank for the cost of clearing the ground for the airfield.'” According to my informants, the
airfield was later used as a helicopter pad. The airfield was only leveled ground, usable only in

the dry season, not a hard runway. The airfield first came into use for helicopters in 1972 !
5.1.2 EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES

In collaboration with the Swedish Evangelical Mission the people of Abdirati opened an
elementary school in Abdérafi in 1971."% At first, its enrollment was 250." The members of the
Police Farm in Abdirafi contributed a lot in teaching the children in the already established
elementary school until the Ministry of Education assigned teachers.'' At present there is also a

General Secondary School in Abdirafi, as | have observed during ficldwork.
5.1.3 GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATIVE AND SECURITY ISSUES

Initially. Abdirafi’s administration depended on the Ociballe The first official of the Qdballe
was Afo Waksum Nawiti, the Ocballe Shum. The Qdbdille grew to a Weirdda level because of
the development of modern agriculture in the area. Abdirafi also had a police substation and a
contingent of border police from 1971 "* Its communications were through radio.'® A court was

not opened until 2001. It was only in 2001 that a sub-court was set up. Until then criminals were

°Addis Zémdn, Yékatit, 20, 1963 E.C, p.5.

195 Begemederna Simien Tiglay Gizat, “B4 Begemederna Simien Téglay Gizat Huldtdfiaw...”, p. 64.
Y nformants: Mingistu, Aldnd, Fiseha Asrds , and Gdbrd Egziabher.

" Ibid., p. 64.

B TAMS, “Humera Agricultural Development Project Draft...”, p. 7.

' Begemeder and Simien Polis, “Yd Begemederna Simien Polis Abaloch...”, p. 29.

5 TAMS, “Humera Agricultural Development Project Draft..”, p. 7.

= Begemeder and Simien Polis, “Yd Begemederna Simien Polis Abaloch...”, p. 29.
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Rz Begemederna Simien Tédqlay Gizat, "Bd Begemederna Simien Tdglay Gizat HuldtiAaw...”, p. 64.
" nformants: Mdngistu, Aldnd, Fiseha Asrds , and Gabra Egziabher.

Y Ibid., p. 64.

iE‘TAIV]S, “Humera Agricultural Development Project Draft...”, p. 7.

H Begemeder and Simien Polis, “Ya Begemederna Simien Polis Abaloch...”, p. 29.

" TAMS, “Humera Agricultural Development Project Draft...”, p. 7.

1 Begemeder and Simien Polis, “Ya Begemederna Simien Polis Abaloch...”, p. 29.
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judged in Sanja Wérdda. The majority of crimes that were committed in Abdérali included
killing and wounding each other in fights after alcoholic drinks, petty theft, larger pillage,
smuggling (the border town of Assira in the Sudan was the source of contraband) mainly in
firearms, different clothes, shoes and liquid soap, and quarreling and fighting with each other
over prostitutes. Assira was and still is the famous livestock market of the surrounding area much
of it brought in illegally from Ethiopia. Cattle supply to Abdérafi came mainly from the areas

with large cattle populations: Sigddé. Tach Armachiho and Western Armachiho. '’

5.1.4 WATER SUPPLY

From the health point of view, a supply of clean water is critical for drinking and sanitation
purposes, otherwise people suffer from dysentery. typhoid and other water-borne diseases.
There was no pure water at all in Abdirafi. The major source of water was and still is the
Angérdb River. Both the town dwellers and the seasonal labourers used the Angiiridb River for
drinking and other purposes. The tractor-owning cooperative farmers hauled water in drums
from the river. They also caught rain in ponds during the rainy season. The town dwellers
purchased water by the male Sinnar donkey load. The local people call these donkeys “Sinnar
donkeys™ because they are bigger and stronger than Ethiopian donkeys. These donkeys perhaps
originally came from Sinnar. The people used Sinnar donkeys and hybrid Sinnar donkeys
crossed with Ethiopian donkeys. All the Sinnar male donkeys were and still are used for
transporting produce and water for the smallholder farmers and for the town dwellers from the
river and wells. The other sources of water are the gdbcdlle wells. But these wells do not satisfy
all the town dwellers. There is shortage of water. Queues of people at the wells with water

containers were and are always observed. The town dwellers and seasonal labourers also drank

" Informants: Girma and Inspector Mogds Getu.
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water directly from the Angérib River. Nothing has been changed in this respect since the 1960s

and 1970s. Things are still the same.'®

Photograph 23: Seasonal labourers drinking water from the Angirib River as they still do

| SRS Ll ; £ - T L-:.

Source: Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF), MSF-Holland Abdurafi Project, 2014, p. 11.

Photograph 24: Water sale by the donkey load to Abdérafi town dwellers

Source: Photo Atakilt, taken on May 23, 2013.
5.1.5 HEALTH AND MEDICAL FACILITIES

There was no health centre in Abdrafi until 1998. The most prevalent diseases of the area were
and still are malaria, leishmaniasis also known as kala-azar (Médecins Sans Frontiéres, MSF
Holland Abdurafi Project is currently fighting against Kal-azar), anthrax, sleeping sickness,
venereal diseases, tropical ulcers, dysentery, recurrent fever and elephantiasis. A malaria control

centre was also not established. Both the farmers and the large migratory labour force suffered a

8 Informants: Mangistu, Fiseha Asrds , and Gabra Egziabhér.
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lot. People were dying here and there without any treatment especially because of malaria and

: 19
other diseases.

Medical doctors of the Police Farm were gratefully recognized for their medical support to the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC) Development Commission workers as well as to the town
dweller of Abdérafi. It was free of charge.”” The EOC Development Commission workers at
Zamdénat were also generous enough in giving medicine free of charge to both Commission
workers and the town dwellers in collaboration with the Police Farm medical doctors. Though
individual pharmacies were present in Abdérafi, their contribution to the population was minimal
because they had few useful medicines and the medicines were expensive. Some of the
pharmacy owners were also not trained. They simply opened their pharmacies illegally without

. 21
any licence.

5.1.6 MILLS

Flour mills were available in Abdéarafi, Abridha-Enjdra, Grar Wuha and Marzinib. Flour mills
were only lacking in the smaller villages. In the 1960s and 1970s until the 1974 Ethiopian
Revolution Abdirafi customers and the remote villages customers like Grar Wuha, Abriha-
Enjara and Marzéindb were charged two cents and three cents respectively to have one kilogram
of sorghum ground.** After the revolution the price for grinding sorghum rose sharply as noted in

chapter 4.

" Informants: Damaka Tilahun, Gébra Egziabhér Hagos and Mangistu.

© Begemederna Simien Tdglay Gizat, “Ya Begemederna Simien Taglay Gizat Polis Abaloch...”, p. 29.
** Informants: Ligd Seyuman Gabra Maskil and Tibabu.

** Ministry of Agriculture, “The Humara Report: Resource ...”, p. 120.
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5.1.7 RELIGION

The majority of the populations in Abdirafi were Ethiopian Orthodox Christians and the
Muslims were a minority. People were dying here and there due to the harsh climate and
endemic diseases, but when people died there were no churches or mosques for burial. They
were simply buried anywhere.™ The people of Armachiho and the town dwellers of Abdirafi
discussed the matter and decided to contribute money for the construction of churches and
mosques in Abdérafi, Girar Wuha and Abriha-Enjira.” In about 1973 they became successful in
constructing a church in Abdérafi. The church was dedicated to Dibrd Sdlam Abdirali Midhane
Aldm and was consecrated in 1972. Members of the Godiibé-Abdirafi Farmers” Multi-Purpose
Cooperative and members of the Police Farm took the lions share in the contribution. Ao Abiira
[ldgayd, the then President of Godibé-Abdirafi Farmers® Multi-Purpose Cooperative, personally
bought liturgical books and gave them to the church freely. When people died during the night-
time they were buried that same night because the area is very hot and corpses quickly decaved.
One major problem for burial in the night-time was the absence of electric light (the town got its
first electric power with the coming of the EPRDF to power). However, Afo Abira Jégayi, the
President of the Abdérafi-Goddbé Farmers” Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society and a former
deacon, bought a generator and solved the problem by renting it to the church with some
payment. The churchmen saw it as a big contribution and they gave credit to Aro Abdra Cigayi
because the generator enabled them to fulfill their religious obligations more easily in the night-

- 25
time.

_Blnformants: Madngistu, Aldnd and Gédbra Egziabher.
“'Begemederna Simien Taqglay Gizat, “Bd Begemederna Simien Téqglay Gizat Huldtdfiaw...”, pp. 64-65,
“Informants: Salimon Hundfiaw, Getu, Abay, Abdra, Aschaldw, Jdjaw, Nigadu and Girma.
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The ballabats of Abdirafi in Tach Armachiho also gave 50,000 square meters of land for the
construction of a mosque for the minority Muslim population.” The mosque was constructed in

about 1975.%

5.1.8 HOUSING AND SHOPPING

There were houses in Abdarafi with corrugated iron roofs and small grass roofed fukul huts with
some more solidly constructed buildings. In the absence of a municipality, the residential houses
and the roads of the town were constructed in a congested way by individuals and the Qdballe
administrators without any plan. The Qdballe leaders had no engineering knowledge at all.”®
There appeared in the period of my dissertation services like bars, shops, tea rooms, barber shops
and different government offices, flour mills and others. There were therefore adequate simple
retail and service facilities in Abddrafi. As a result of commercial farming Abdérafi is both a
centre of administration and a centre of commerce.”’

5.2 MATTAMA

5.2.1 ROADS AND COMMUNICATION

The Italians occupied Mittdma on April 12, 1936 and after two years and ten months of their
stay they linked Méttdma with Gondar by a motor road by the end of 1938. In addition to this,
the Italians opened up tracks between Mittima and other posts. Méttdma was also connected
with Shiméligéra, Abdarafi, Tdsséindy, Om Hajar and Gadabi in Eritrea. All these roads were
built primarily for military purposes. It is also reported that the Italians built an airfield in
Mittéma for their military aircraft.’” After their expulsion, the roads and the airfield were not

maintained. As noted above, the availability of good transport services at reasonable cost is

Begemederna Simien Tdqlay Gizat, “Ba Begemerna Siméie Téglay Gizat Hulatafiaw..”, ', p. 255.
*" Informants: Sildmon Guadu, Gétu, Abay, Abéra, Aschildw, Jijaw, Nagiddu and Girma .

*® Informants: Gibra Egziabher, Mangistu and Aldna.

** Informants: Saldmon Guadu, Getu, Abay, Abéra, Aschaldw, Jdjaw, Nagadu and Girma.
Dessalegn p. 19.
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stay they linked Mittdma with Gondar by a motor road by the end of 1938. In addition to this,
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maintained. As noted above, the availability of good transport services at reasonable cost is

AL Begemederna Simien Tdqglay Gizat, “Ba Begemerna Siméie Tiglay Gizat Hulitifiaw...”, p. 255,
*” Informants: Silimon Guadu, Gétu, Abay, Abdra, Aschéldw, Jijaw, Nagidu and Girma .

** Informants: Gabra Egziabher, Mangistu and Alana.

* Informants: S&ldmon Guadu, Getu, Abay, Abdra, Aschaldw, Jdjaw, Nigidu and Girma.
3DDessalegn, p. 19.
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important for the viability of commercial farming. Farming in Méttima suffered from transport
difficulties which were only slowly improved. The route between Gondar and Méttima. which
was about 180 kilometers long, was originally an old mule track.>' In 1962, Police officials of
Begémidir and Simén Governorate General ordered individual farmers from the highland
population of Gondar Zuria Awraja to give support by lending their mules to take provisions for
policemen who were assigned to the frontier of Mittdma. The people had to lend their mules (the
total number of mules that were lent is not known). However, eight of the mules died on the way
due to nidad (an acute animal fever). This must have been some unspecified animal disease. The
death of the mules created controversy between the government officials and the owners of the
mules. The owners of the mules appealed to officials to pay them the cost of their mules. But
government officials did not respond on time because of different bureaucracies and the final

o ay 32
result was not known (see appendix 13).”

As noted above in my description of the roads and communication in Abdarafi, the engineering
corps of the Ethiopian Ground Forces constructed the Azdzo-Chilga and the Chilga- Mittima-
Abddrafi tracks and Bailey Bridge over the Guang (Atbara) river and Génda Wuha and Nigadé

Bahir Bailey Bridge.

The Imperial Highway Authority confirmed that the Gondar-Mittima road that was constructed
by the engineering corps of the Ethiopian Ground Forces was not properly made. It served for
the dry season only. During the wet season the road was impassable. Farmers were not able to

transport seasonal labourers. People were transported by either truck or Land Rover. There was

*nformants: Mérgéta Fréw, Haild Mariam, Inspector Bihonafi, Sergeant Assifa, Mandafro, and Kindié.
*See appendix 13.
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no bus service at all. There were no postal and telephone services. The only means of

communication was radio communication in the police station.*

The road from Mittima to Gondar was not at all in good condition even in the dry season. The
Imperial Highway Authority promised its better construction.” But the road was not improved
for unknown reasons. People were still being transported by either truck or Land Rover. There
was still no bus service at all. There were no postal and telephone services. The only means of
communication was radio communication in the police station. The road from Abdirali and

Humira to Gondar was also impassable in the wet season.”

In 1975, Begemeder and Simien Province organized a Rural Road Construction Study Group.
According to this study group, the Gondar-Humira and Gondar-Miittima roads were given first
priority and the Abdérafi-Ashire and the Humira-Abdirafi-Mittima roads were given second
priority. ** However, the roads were not constructed and the plan was not implemented until

19813

* Archive of North Gondar Administration office, Folder 2430-3432/275 a “Reporl on Mattama Warada from
Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Interior Municipalities Department to Imperial Ethiopian Government,
Mlmstry of Interior, Reference No. 5/003/13079, Folder 2432, Serial No. 3, Mdgabit 21, 1964 E. C., p. 4.

**Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Aletter from Imperial Highway Authority to Imperial
Ethiopian Government, Road Transport Administration, Gojjam , Begemeder and Simien Regional Office, Folder
av’ 185 (13 Reference No. 397/66 Ndhase 18, 66 E.C,

*Provisional Military Government, Ministry of National Community Development, Setit Humera Branch to
Gondar Province Reference No. 17/3/67, Mdgabit 1, 1967 E.C, p. 1.

*® Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office Folder an 486/221/44 Pou'y18: Né- TEERT DATNC
av’ 18 av’ i LT Begemeder and Simien Province, “Rural Road Construction Study Group Report”, Hamleé29, 67
E£.Cp.4.

*” Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder “Ié\.7 32 File No. 69/126/42 aletter from Gondar
Province Rural Road Construction Brach Office to Chilga Awraja Adminstration , Reference No. 134/62/73 Tikimt 7,
73EC p.1
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5.2.2 EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES,

In 1972, in collaboration with the Swedish Government the Ethiopian Government opened a

primary school in the wdrdda capital, Mittdma Yohannis.”*There were 150 children learning in

six classes. There was no school library at all. *”
5.2.3 GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATIVE AND SECURITY ISSUES

During the Italian occupation period, most of the town administrators in Mattama Yohannis were

§ . . A0y - - . . 4
Eritreans. They were more favoured than the Ethiopians. This changed after the liberation."'

In 1972, there were different government offices in Méttima Yohannis. the Wrdda capital. like
Werdida Administration Office, Police Station, Court, Jail, Treasury, Customs Office and

Agricultural Office."

In Mittdima Yohannis many crimes were committed. Farmers and traders suffered from outlaws
and robbery. There were assassins both from the Sudan and Ethiopia. Shifias (bandits) killed
innocent people with guns or with small daggers. Those killers and those who refused to pay
government taxes usually found sanctuary and hid themselves in Mahbira Silassie monastery by
pretending they were devout Christians. Once they entered the monastery it was a problem for
policemen to hunt and capture them because policemen could not enter the monastery without
the permission of the monastery’s monks, who refused to give this permission (See Appendix xii,

xiiia and xiiib). On the other hand, there were quarrels between individuals and among groups.

38Begemederna Simien Taglay Gizat, “Ba Begemederna Simien Tdglay Gizat Huldtdnaw....”, p. 276.

* Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office Folder 2430-3432/275 a Report on Mattima Wdrdda from
Imperial Ethiopian Government, ..., pp. 2-3.

40

Dessalegn, p. 19.

"Informants: Mdrgéta Fréw, Haila Mariam, Inspector Bihonaf, Sergeant Assafa and Mandéfro.

szinistry of Interior, Municipalities Department to Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Interior,
Reference No. 5/003/13079, ... Mdgabit 21, 1964 E. C., p. 2.
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Some of the major causes for the quarrels were over prostitutes and illegal business affairs. The
prostitutes were on the border of the two towns, Mittdma and Gallabat, which was a very
sensitive area. Ethiopian youngsters and Sudanese youngsters quarreled over the Ethiopian
prostitutes in Mittima Yohannis. The other causes for quarreling were theft and drunkenness.
In Méttdma Yohannis people were also engaged in contraband. The contrabandists took skins of
leopards and crocodiles, livestock, mercury. silut (tablets of wood or stone) used in Ethiopia fora
tabot (ark of tabernacle) from Ethiopia to the Sudan for sale (for other purposes) in Sudan or to
Sudan as an outlet beyond Sudan. The dominant items that were brought from the Sudan to
Ethiopia along this illegal channel were pistols. rifles. hand grenades, different clothes, shoes,
soft drinks and liquid soap. Great numbers of criminals were caught by policemen and were sent
to prison. There was also illegal emigration of people from the different parts of Ethiopia

5
&

especially from Eritrea.*
5.2.4 WATER SUPPLY
Before the Italian occupation, water supply in Méttdma Wérdda was a major problem. The
Italians extracted water from the ground by digging wells durihg the occupation period. After
1941 these wells continued to be the source of water supply to the town dwellers. In the 1970s
however, there was only one well left in use. The other wells were inoperative because ol lack of
maintenance and were filled with dirt. The well that was in use was located on the Ethio-Sudan
border near Gallabat. Its depth was 4 meters. As in Abdirafi, water retailers hauled water by
donkeys and sold it to the town dwellers for cash. One Gdrdwdyna (a metal container that holds
20 liters of water)of water cost 0.10 Birr. However, the single well also became out of use. Then

the town dwellers had to use water from Gallabat. During the daytime there was and there still is

** Informants: Inspector Bihonii, Mandéfro, Tateq Aminu, Birtukan and Colonel Warku.
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free movement between Mittima Yohannis and Gallabat. Water sellers directly went to Gallabat
and bought one barrel of water for 30 Birr and transported it to Méttima Yohannis by donkey
cart for sale. The donkeys that drew the carts were Sinnar donkeys. The people of the area called
them Caro (the donkey plus the cart). The Caros are also important to transport freight in
Humira, Mittima and Abdirafi towns. One Jerrycan (a cointainer for fuel or water. Many
people in developing countries use it to haul and store their drinking water) of water cost 3 Birr
as retail price.”"The people still depend on water from Gallabat and it would be a serious

problem if the Sudanese officials refused access.

' Photograph 25: A retailer selling water from the Caro for the town dwellers in Mittima Yohannis.

Source: Photo Atakilt, taken on October 2, 2013.

5.2.5 HEALTH AND MEDICAL FACILITIES

MEiittima is a lowland area with a hot, harsh, unhealthy climate. The first health centre in
MiittimaYohannis was opened in 1972 but it had no doctor and only poor medical facilities.
Both farmers and seasonal labourers suffered from malaria, visceral leishmaniasis otherwise

known as kala-azar, sleeping sickness, elephantiasis, anthrax, diarrhea mixed with blood

*Informants: Inspector Bihonan, Assafa, Mandafro, Tateq, Birtukan and Colonel Warku.
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indicating probably dysentery, skin disease, ear disease, throat disease, liver problems,

: 45
rheumatism, fever and headaches.

5.2.6 RELIGION
It was estimated in 2004 that 83 percent of the population in Méttama were Ethiopian Orthodox
Christians. The Muslims were 16 per cent and the remaining one percent was other religions.*®
Probably in the period of my dissertation the proportions were about the same. During the
occupation period, the Italians had been more sympathetic to the minority Muslims, the Gumuz
and the Qimant than to the Christians. The lItalians, therefore, built a mbsque in Mittima
Yohannis for the Muslims.*” The Christians constructed a church in 1966. This oldest church was
dedicated to Yohannis I'V. It is, therefore, called Mittima Yohannis Church. An earlier church
had been burned by the Mahdists in their 1889 invasion and the 1966 church was a replacement

8

for this lost church. *® In the time of my research | have also seen other churches that were
constructed since 1966. These churches are Tikld-Haymanot, Gébriel and Kidand Mihrét (the
church in Maryam Wuha). In spite of the Italian attempt to sow divisions between Christians
and Muslims in the occupation period, both the Christians and the Muslims lived together
amicably in the period of my dissertation according to my informants. They were and still are

very friendly at least on the surface. Religious antagonism did not appear and does not still

manifest itself, according to my informants, though this seems surprising in view of the past

* archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder 2430-3432/275 A Report On Mittima Wdrdda
from Imperial Ethiopian Government , Ministry of Interior Municipalities Department to Imperial Ethiopian
Government, Ministry of Interior ..., p. 2; Mamo Morka and Atnafu Molla, “Ya Mattama Yohannis Katdma
Masardtawi Plan  Report”, Bahir Dar (Nahasé, 2004), p. 23.

*® Mamo and Atnafu, p. 17.

* Dessalegn Bizuneh, p. 19.

*® Informants:Mandifro, Mdrgéta Fréw, Fantahun and Haildmariam.
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history of the area and the border incursions in my period from both sides. as described in

chapter 7%

Perhaps we can say that between Christians and Muslims there was both cooperation and
potential conflict. One or the other of these attitudes might come to the top at different times.
The people of the Ethiopian borderland, living in a harsh area. needed each other and normally
there was toleration and even friendship between Christians and Muslims, but a potential for

conflict was there, which might surface.
5.2.7 HOUSING, MILLS AND SHOPPING

Most of the houses in Mittima Yohannis during the Italian occupation period were grass
thatched houses. In the 1960s there were 2000 grass thatched houses and 20 houses with
corrugated iron roofs. According to my informants, even today, people prefer grass roofed tfukuls
(huts) rather than corrugated iron roofs due mainly to climatic conditions because thatched roofs
are cooler. Almost all of the administrative offices were also simple thatched houses. Good
examples are the wérdda court and the wdrdda jail (See Photographs 26 and 27). In the 1970s
there were 15 ardgi (anise liquor/arrack) houses, 10 #jj (mead- traditional alcoholic drink made
of honey and the leaves of an aromatic plant) houses, 500 silla (local beer of the leaves of gesho,
an aromatic plant, barley and corn flour) houses, 8 flour mills, seven small hotels and 10 butcher
shops for the Christians and 5 for the Muslims.” All of the houses were constructed in a

traditional and congested way. Construction in an improved way has not yet taken place. The

®Informants: Mdrgéta Fréw, Haildmariam, Manddfro, and Barihun Gidbra Michael

0archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder 2430-3432/275 “A Report On Mattama Wdrdda
from Imperial Ethiopian Government “,..., pp. 3-4., Mamo Morka and Atnafu Molla, “Ya Mattdma Yohannis Kdtdma
Masaratawi Plan Report”, Baher Dar (Nahase, 2004 £.C), p. 23.
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congested form without any plan exposed the town to fire hazard.”' Before the 1974 revolution,
the rich cooperative farmers did not contribute to the development of the town. They constructed
modern villas either in Asmara, Gondar, Mekelle or in Addis Ababa for themselves or as an
investment. The town was completely destroyed in 1977 due to the military engagements

between the Ddrg and the EDU 52

The poor condition of the jail and court in Méttdma Yohannis shows the lack of budget for
administration purposes at the time. The Police complained that there was not even a budget to

feed the prisoners™, who were properly fed only by friends or relatives as elsewhere in Ethiopia.

Photograph 26: Prisoners in Jail in Mittima Yohannis, the Wrdda capital, 1971

Source: Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder ao-1®7 Z"A. ANLTT 17/2/406/01,
1971, no. page number.

Note:This photo and the following are included to show backward conditions of even official
buildings at the time.

*Taye Belay, “Mattaman Endayahuat in Teyinta Gondar Municipal Herald No. 6. March — April 1974....7, p. 4.
2 Informants: Inspector Bihona#, Mandéfro, Tateq, Birtukan and Colonel Warku.
*¥ Informants: Inspector Bihonéf, Asséfa, Mandafro, Tatek Aménu, Birtukan and Colonel Wirku Bogala.
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Photograph 27: Mitdmma Wirdda Court, 1971

Source: Source: Archive of North Gondar Administration Office, Folder ao-+29 Z"Af KNLTT
17/2/406/01, 1971, no. page number.

The following chapter deals with production, taxation, marketing, processing systems and

export, between the 1960s and the 1980s.
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CHAPTER SIX

PRODUCTION, TAXATION, MARKETING AND PROCESSING SYSTEMS AND
EXPORT, 1960s-1980s
INTRODUCTION
The unplanned agricultural development of the 1960s in Northwest Ethiopia along the Ethio-
Sudan border in the Satit-Huméra, Abdarafi and Mittdma areas by independent farmers and
fortune seckers was a great success for the Ethiopian economy because it generated valuable

foreign currency through export of crops until the disturbances associated with the outbreak of the

Ethiopian Revolution in 1974, the Eritrean separatist movement, the EDU and the EPRP.

The major crops that were produced in Abdirafi, Satit-Humédra and Mittdma were sorghum,
sesame and cotton. Agriculture was rain-fed. In this chapter, production, taxation, marketing and
processing systems, marketing characteristics and export will be discussed based on the available

sSQurces.

6.1 PRODUCTION
6.1.1 ABDARAFI

6.1.1.IARMACHIHO-GODABE-ABDARAFI FARMERS MULTI-PURPOSE COOPERATIVE SOCIETY

According to to the 1974 audit report of the cooperative, the farmers were able to generate an

income of Birr 75, 698.66 in three years (1971-1974)."

'Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder / 125, Godédbe-Abdérafi Farmers Multi-Purpose
Cooperative Society Audit Report, Hamle, 30, 66 E.C, p. 1.
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The Farmers’ Cooperative Society harvested 7, 000 quintals of sesame in 1975.% It was also
reported that Abdérafi, Méttima, Humira, Quara and other areas in Gondar Province harvested
70, 000 quintals of cotton in the same year.” Of this cotton, the Godibé-Abdirafi Farmers’ Multi-
Purpose Cooperative Society harvested 3,000 quintals.' Though the cooperative farmers
continued to farm until 1977, we have no other information on production. During the period
1974-77 what we know is that there was political confusion and a problem of road

communications whether to Gondar, Huméra or Asmara. All these things resulted in marketing

problems.
6.1.1.2 THE POLICE FARM

The Police Farm cultivated the three major crops (sorghum, sesame. cotton) from its
establishment. The farm generated an income of Birr 398,552.73 in the three years period 1967-
1970. This increase covered the cost of two tractors, one Land Rover plus spare parts and other
necessary expenses. It also refunded the money that the sharcholders had contributed. They did
not retain their shares for dividends. In 1967-70 the Farm made a net profit of Birr 35.105.10.°
The Farm expected to get a good additional income from the use of the truck and its trailer which
had been given as a gift from the emperor as described above in chapter 3. However, the truck did

not generate good income as was expected. One major reason was that it could not travel as far as

*Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder mPAA 126 a letter fromArmachiho-God:ibe-
Abdadrafi Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society to Gondar Administration, Reference No. 204/3/67, Tir 30, 67
E€.pi 1

* Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder A7 91 A% (070 a letter rom Gondar Cotton
Ginning Factory Board of Directors to the Provisional Military Government, Ministry of National Resources, no
reference No. Miazia 7,67 E .C, p. 1.

“ Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder "7 91 A“%-1* N'sh a Minute of a meeting that was
conducted in Gondar Adminstrative Office under the Chairmanship of the Deputy Administrator on the problem of
marketing of the harvest of the major crops of Humara, Abdérafi, and Mattima, no reference No., Ginbot 14, 1967
B, .3,

) Begemeder and Simien Polis, “Ya Begemederna Simien Polis Abalotch...”, pp. 12-13.
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Asmara, fearing the Eritrean separatists. Also the road was so rough that the manager of the
Police Farm did not want to risk damage to the truck. The truck was rented out to individuals
locally but this did not bring as much advantage as if the truck had gone to Asmara. It seems clear
also that the decision of the executive committee to refund the sharcholders™ money was wrong
because the Farm then faced financial difficulties from shortage of cash.® Though the Police Farm
hoped to show some progress from 1970-1974, we are not able to discuss progress because of
lack of sources. At the same time, the production years from 1971-1974 were not healthy because
it was during this period of time that the general managers of the farm were killed by rebels.
These political problems have been mentioned in chapter 3 and will be discussed in more detail
also in chapter 7. After 1974 things became even worse for the Police Farm due to the outbreak of

the Ethiopian Revolution and the disturbances which followed.
6.1.1.3 THE ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH (EOC) DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION IN ZAMANAT

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church Development Commission. which had started its agricultural
operation at Zdménat in 1973, on the eve of the Ethiopian Revolution, harvested 400 quintals of
cotton and 500 quintals of sesame. It sold these products and earned Birr 300.000. But the farmers
were not able to collect their sorghum harvest due to the political disturbances that occurred

during and after the 1974 Ethiopian Revolution.’

6.1.2 MATTAMA AND MAHBARA SELASSIE FARMERS MULTI-PURPOSE COOPERATIVE SOCIETY

Mittdima-Mahbérd Selassie Farmers® Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society, which started its

agricultural operations in 1971, was said to have contributed a lot to the development of the

®Informants; Sergeant Maru, Basha Adugfia and Colonel Tigabu.
"Informants: Liqd Seyuman Gabri Misqél and Tibabu..
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national economy of the country in producing three major crops (sorghum. sesame. cotton) in
1972, 1973 and 1974. However we lack adequate sources to show details of its contribution or
members’ profits. According to one source, the cooperative harvested 20.000 quintals of cotton in
1975.% The following years were a time of political confusion and disturbances. The real battle
between the EDU and the Ddrg started in 1976 and most of the cooperative members were active

supporters of the EDU. The farming operations and the marketing of crops ceased.’

6.2 YIELDS AND PROBLEMS OF CULTIVATION

In Humdra, Méttdma and Abdirafi all the cooperative farms’ tractor-owning farmers consistently
reported higher yields than tractor-renting and oxen-using farmers in the 1960s and early 1970s.
For example, in the case of sesame, timeliness in planting was of the utmost importance and
tractor owners could prepare the land in time. The differences in yields in sorghum were less
marked than for cotton or sesame because sorghum was relatively drought resistant and timeliness
in planting it was less critical. Regarding cotton, tractor-renting and oxen-farming yields were
below those of tractor-owning farmers. This was because tractor-renters were late in planting it
and oxen farmers also cleared the fields poorly and most of them depended on perennial cotton

plants instead of new plantings each year. "

8Archive of North Gondar Administrative Office, Folder A7 91 A“Y-1* 1’77 a Minute of a meeting that was
conducted in Gondar Adminstrative Office under the Chairmanship of the Deputy Administrator on the problem of
marketing of the harvest of the major crops of Humaéra, Abdérafi, and Méttdma, no reference No., Ginbot 14, 1967
E.Cp.3.

*Informants: Sisay, Kindé, Sergeant Assfa, and Haild Mariam.

TAMS, “The Humera Report and Resource...”, p. 106.
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The major problems that contributed to low yields were the spread of siiga, which seriously
affected sorghum yields, and insect pests in the case of cotton. These problems were made worse
by the absence of orderly systematized crop rotation. A few of the larger partially-mechanized
farmers had started insecticide spraying on their cotton crops. Above all, the emperor was
concerned about this problem. He ordered the Ministry of Agriculture to destroy the crop pests in
the Sitit-Huméra areas by all possible means by using a special government budget that he
allotted for this purpose. Based on this imperial order, in October 1967, the Ministry of
Agriculture bought 20,000 kilograms of insecticides from Asmara and Addis Ababa and sprayed
from the air using four Piper spraying aircraft.'' However, as far as I can discover this neither was
a once only effort, nor is there evidence | have found which shows that many individual farmers

used insecticide except that the cotton seeds they bought were insecticide treated.

Another problem of crop production was that many of the oxen farmers did not come to the study
areas on time before the rains started; they did not come until they had finished their farming
work in the highlands. Before the rains started, only about half of the farmers came to their
holdings to clear additional areas and to clean the previous year’s residue and grasses. Both oxen
owning and oxen-renting farmers also did less ploughing or tillage than wactor larmers due
mainly to the long distances from their homes to their farms and because ploughing with oxen
was much slower than using a tractor. A major constraint that led to lower yields was lack of
working capital. Oxen-farmers produced mainly sorghum for domestic use within Ethiopia not
crops for export. Lateness in ploughing and seeding caused the oxen farmers to be again late in
the first sesame weeding. Due to late weeding and dependencey on family labour usually only one

weeding operation was carried out on each crop grown. This partially accounted for the relatively

Y Addis Zamen, Tikimi 1, 1960 E.C, pp- I and 5.
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low average yield.”> When we look at the average estimated amount of seed required for the
crops, the seed rates for sesame, sorghum and cotton were 4.0, 5.6 and 13.5 kilograms per hectare
respectively.” The estimated average yields of the 1970s, by the type of farmers (type of power)

are shown in the following Table.

Table 17: Estimated Average Crop Yields (Quintals per Hectare)

Zone Type of Farmer | Sesame Sorghum , Cotton
A Tractor-owning /30 170 3.0
| Tractor-Renting |23 - 6.0 120
Oxen B 2.2 ) 6.5 2.0 )
B Tractor-owning 3.0 170 130
Tractor-owning 25, 6.0 2.0
Oxen 22 65 2.0
& Tractor-owning R O e KU - 6.5
Tractor-owning i 1S 130 3.0 B
Oxen 22 142 .8
A= Sitit-Huméra B= Wilqait and Sdgdde C= Abdérafi and Méttdma

Source: TAMS, “The Humera Report: Resource ...". p. 106.

There are wide variations in yields in the area both by ecological zone
and by type of power. Since rainfall increases from north to south,
Yields are higher in zones B and C than in zone A. Tractor-owning
Jarmers consistently report higher yields in all zones than do tractor-
renting and oxen farmers. This is to be expected particularly in the case
of sesame where timeliness in planting is of utmost importance. The
differences in sorghum are less marked, [and oxen farmers even had
higher yields] as this plant is relatively drought-resistant, and
timeliness in planting is less critical. For cotton, tractor-renting and
oxen farmer yields fall considerably below those of tractor owners.
This is due primarily to late planting by tractor renters and for oxen

'f Atakilt, p. 103.
P TAMS, “The Humara Report: Resource...”, p. 108.
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Jarmers, poorly cleared fields and a large percentage who depend on
; p 14
perennial cooton trees [ sic for cotion seeds].

The products that were harvested by all farmers in Sitit-Humira and the surrounding arcas of
Satit-Humdra were transported either to Huméra, Gondar (cotton), Asmara or Addis Ababa for
sale. According to available estimated data, the production of the three principal crops for the

years 1968-1974 is shown in the following Table.

Table 18: Total production Estimates in Quintals, 1968/69-1974/75.

Roll.N Crops - i B
Year Sorghum Sesame Cotton | Remarks - B
i

1 1968/69 240,000 135,000 75,000 I B -

2 1969/70 119, 251 192,839 283,871

3 ~[1970/71 137, 826 233,475 | 264,899 - o ]

4 1971/72 311,771 340,000 75.684 Farmers ploughed more land for
sesame because of its price increase
(Birr 65.30/qu.)

5 1972/73 n/a 410,000 n/a | Farmers plughed more land for sesame
because of its price increase (Birr
76.30/qu.).  17%  increases  from

B | 1971/72. -

6 1973/74 n/a 550,000 n/a Farmers produced more sesame,
probably due to price increase.

7 1974/75 30,000 250,000 10,000 The production of sorghum and cotton
decreased because of the incidence of
crop pests and the fall of market price

| for these crops and then instability. |

Sources: 1. Addis Zamin, Ginbot 19, 62 E.C, p.1 and 6
2. Addis Zamin, Tahsas 22, 64 E.C, p. 2

' bid., p. 106.
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3.1bid.,p. 2

4. Ibid., p.2 (for sorghum and cotton), Addis Zamin, Nihase 16. 64 E.C. p.1 (for sesame)

5. Addis Zamidn, Nahase 16, 64 E.C, p.1

6. Addis Zamin, | Siine 15, 66 E.C, p.|

7. Addis Zaman, Tikimt 27, 66, p.1

Note 1. The big variations in crop yields from year to year can also most probably be explained by variations in

rainfall and the incidence of crop pests and shortage of labour due to transportation problem because the road from
Asmara to Humira was blocked due to the presence of the Eritrean freedom fighters in the area especially from

1974/75 onwards.
Note 2 n/a means not available.

6.3 TAXATION

As noted above in chapter 4 the only form of taxation of farming in the study areas was
production tax. This tax was not also uniform. The farmers of Om Hajar paid Birr 2 per fedan
(fedan is an area of approximately 4.000 square meters). per vear. In Satit-Huméra, Tad
Armachiho, [agadé, and Walqait weirddas production tax was paid annually according to an
estimate of assumed production. It was made by government representatives. qgcihcile shums and
the farmers. The estimate was made every five years and the taxes could increase or decrease.'®

The average production tax by power type is seen in the following Table.

Table 19: Average Production Tax by power type

Type of Power Sample size o Average Tax /Ha. (Birr)
Tractor 45 _ 7 L LIo ' N
Tractor-renting 54 __ 7 1076
Oxen (owner and renter) 90 B o B _ 0.67
All types . _ 0.80
Source: TAMS, “Humera Agricultural Development Project: Draft...”, p. 15.

The taxation imposed in the borderland study areas cannot be described as heavy. Light,
negotiable taxation, must have been a factor encouraging settlement for farming in the areas of
my dissertation. On the other hand, since the farmer did not pay land tax they could not claim the
land as their own private land. The land remained government land. It seems to me the land
allocated to farmers in my borderland study areas was like land given on lease, terminable (since

there were no formal statements of time) by the government at will. However. the government

" TAMS, “Humera Agricultural Development Project: Draft...”, p. 14
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wanted to get the land settled and into production, so the farmers were not disturbed by the

government in their occupation of the land.

6.4 MARKETING AND PROCESSING SYSTEMS

The marketing and processing systems were designed to accommodate the movement of sesame,
sorghum and cotton. These basic crops flowed from the farmers to consumers, exporters or
processors. Humira and Om Hajir were the main marketing centers but crops transported to Om

Hajir had to be sent on to Humira.'® According to Green,

Humera, with a population of 20,000 in 1967, is the local market
and trading center as well as the center for administration,
security and law enforcement. The town is the collection and
storage point for agricultural produce to be transported to
Asmera, the principal market, some 430 kilometers east. Since
there is no local marketing organization, most farmers are
obliged to sell their crops to local merchants to whom they are
heavily indebted by harvest time. Larger and more progressive
farmers sell in Asmera."”

The records of Humira and Om Hajér do not indicate the volume of crops received from
individuals, cooperatives or farms but only totals marketed. All the sesame and probably 75 to 85
percent of the sorghum marketed out of the area came to Humira first. But the percentage of
cotton production that was marketed through Humira was not as high as sesame and sorghum.The
largest domestic market customer outlet for cotton was the Gondar Cotton Ginning and
Processing Factory. The factory bought 30 to 40 per cent of the cotton production of Sétit-
Humdra and its surrounding areas. The actual volume of crops that moved out of Huméra and Om

Hajidr markets is not clearly known. The best indicator of marketing was obtained from the

-
3

"“TAMS, “The Humara Report: Resource...” p. I
"Green, p. 313.

3.
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Humera, with a population of 20,000 in 1967, is the local market
and trading center as well as the center for administration,
security and law enforcement. The town is the collection and
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Asmera, the principal market, some 430 kilometers east. Since
there is no local marketing organization, most farmers are
obliged to sell their crops to local merchants to whom they are
heavily indebted by harvest time. Larger and more progressive

. 17
Jarmers sell in Asmera.

The records of Humidra and Om Hajir do not indicate the volume of crops received from
individuals, cooperatives or farms but only totals marketed. All the sesame and probably 75 to 85
percent of the sorghum marketed out of the area came to Humira first. But the percentage of
cotton production that was marketed through Huméra was not as high as sesame and sorghum.The
largest domestic market customer outlet for cotton was the Gondar Cotton Ginning and
Processing Factory. The factory bought 30 to 40 per cent of the cotton production of Satit-
Humira and its surrounding areas. The actual volume of crops that moved out ot Huméra and Om

Hajdr markets is not clearly known. The best indicator of marketing was obtained from the

16

tn

TAMS, “The Humara Report: Resource...” p. 13
"Green, p. 313.
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records at Humira and Om Hajir. The truck shipments were carefully recorded. The
cooperative/farmer transported its/ his own crop from the farm to Humdra. Transportation cost
was high. Tractors and pack animals were used to transport the harvest to Huméra. The crops
were either sold directly in Humira or loaded for shipment to Asmara on the farmers’ or
cooperatives’ own account. The crops could be sold to merchants, cooperatives, or to the Grain

Corporation (GC), a price stabilization institution.'®

Upon arrival in Asmara, sesame was sold to the exporters and cotton to the cotton ginning
companies through local brokers."® Sorghum, the principal locally consumed grain, was sold to

Asmara merchants. The Asmara merchants distributed it to Eritrea, Tigray and parts of Wollo.

Photograph 28: Humera Market, November 1967.

Source: TAMS, “The Humera Report: Resource ...”, p.151

In 1969, there was a sorghum deficit of about 35,000 tons in Eritrea and some 28,000 tons in

Tigray. Thus the Humdra area surplus became more important.”” Some Humira merchants and

8 TAMS, “The Humara Report: Resource...” p. 135.
“Ibid., pp. 135-136.
Negat Mangasha, “Commercial Agriculture in Ethiopia”; (A Term Paper Faculty of Law, HSIU, 1970), p. 77.
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farmers who did not need immediate cash sent sorghum crops to Asmara and held them there for

later sale. By holding crop sales until well after harvest a higher price could be obtained. That

means waiting some time would give a better price. There were three cotton gins in Asmara that

always purchased cotton that came from Huméra and surrounding areas. Sesame was cleaned, re-

bagged and finally shipped by rail to Massawa for export.”’

Table 20: Summary of Quantities and Values (Asmara
_ Humera and Om Hajer Customs Office (1966/67 to 1971/72)

Prices) of

Sesame Sorghum Cotton
Crop Quantity__ Average Value (in | Quantity Averager Value (In Quantﬁ}
Year (‘000 price/qu | millions) (000 price/qu | (millions) | (000

quintals) (Birr) Of Birr quintals) (Birr) Of Birr quintals)
1966/67 | 134.0 50 6,700.0 | 654 24 1.569.6 | 87.9
1967/68 | 207.0 46 9,540.4 283.1 + 13 3,680.3 104.4
1968/69 | 220.5 45 9,922.5 138.0 14 1,932.0 146.0
1969/70 | 267.5 59 15,782.5 151:5 17 2,575.5 135.1
1970/71 | 225.0 63 14.175.0 350.5 15 5,257.5 38.6
1971/72 | 378.9 61 23,112.9 416.6 13 54158 4101

Source: Adapted from TAMS, “Humera Aér"ic-l.lltm'a] Development Project. Draft ...". pp. 8-19.

Shipments

Registered at the

Average | Value (in
Price/qu | millions)
(Birr) Of Birr
n/a n/a

n/a n/a

a7 8,322.0
57 7,700.7
57 2,200.2

6l 2.507.1

Note: 1) Prices of cotton for the years 1966/67 and 1967/68 are not available. 2) The value figures shown in the

Table have been estimated by using average prices for the crops sold in Asmara.

The cooperatives, the merchants, the exporters and processors were both money lenders to

individual farmers and players of a significant role in the marketing system. The Asmara brokers

negotiated the sale of crops in Asmara. They were the market intelligence men. They performed

the important function of bringing the farmers, merchants, exporters and processors together in

the market place. Another important participant in the system was the Grain Board (GB), a

government regulatory agency that was responsible for the quality of Ethiopian grain exports.”

Another government institution, the Grain Corporation (GC). had the primary objective of

*'TAMS, “Humara Agricultural Development Project, Draft ..., pp. 19-20.
"ETAMS, “The Humera Report: Resource...”, p. 137.
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stabilizing market prices. Its function was to buy and sell in the market place so as to have a
stabilizing effect on the market price. It was also authorized by the government to export, import

. 23
and store commodities when necessary.

6.4.1 MARKETING CHARACTERISTICS AND EXPORT
6.4.1.1 SESAME

Until it got to Asmara the marketing of sesame followed the same channels as sorghum and
cotton. After the arrangement of sale by the broker in Asmara, sesame moved to the exporter’s
warehouse. In the warehouse it was inspected for cleanliness and classified by type as “white” or
“mixed” (red and white) before the sale was finalized. Cleaning at the farm involved the removal
of impurities that usually reached about three percent of the volume. leaving the exportable
product 97 to 98 percent clean seed. The exporter then re-bagged and assembled shipments
according to his export contracts. The railway transported the majority of the exportable items
from Asmara to Massawa. Fumigation for pests and surveillance of the shipment were the
responsibilities of the exporter if it was required by the sale contract. The importer took out
insurance on the shipment when sesame was shipped from Massawa. An exporter paid from 7 to 9
dollars per quintal in the course of his export transaction depending on optional costs as

. . . 4
surveillance, fumigation, etc.”

The principal crop, sesame, provided a solid economic foundation for the development of the
1

Sétit-Huméra areas. According to the Humira Agricultural Development Project Report, world

 Ibid., p. 139.
*TAMS,"Humera Agricultural Development Project, Draft ...”, pp. 24-25. (Note: in the imperial period official
sources often said “dollars” rather than birr but meaning the Ethiopian currency. They also used the $ sign.)
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production and exports of sesame declined in the pre-World War 11 period. The source does not
indicate what is meant by the pre-World War Il period but I suspect that the decline was in the
1930s depression years and perhaps earlier. As is well known, prices of agricultural commodities
on the world market were declining from about the end of 1925 to 1929 and then collapsed in the
early 1930s, though some collapsed more than others (e.g wheat, coffee, sugar, c:orn).25 In the
years immediately after World War 11, total sesame world exports were less than 100,000 tons.
For the years 1959-61, average world exports of sesame were 140,679 tons. Then world export of
sesame rose by about 5 per cent per year. Thus for the years 1968-70 exports reached 201,974
tons. During that period world production was also increasing at the rate of 2.4 per cent per year.
As a result of this, at the turn of the decade world production was about 2 million tons. The price
of sesame had also been rising during this period. Production and exports expanded. This was

much to the benefit of Ethiopian foreign exchange earnings.”

According to Dessalegn Rahmato,

At the end of the 1950s, Ethiopia was the fourth largest exporter of
sesame in the world. With a total export of 10,000 metric tons, she
stood behind-the league leader-Nigeria, and Tanzania. A decade later,
she had overtaken all but the Sudan, and lay second in the league table
thanks mainly to Setit Humera. Ethiopia exported in 1970. 40,000
metric tons, which enabled her to capture 20% of the world market in
this crop; two years later, exports increased (o 52,000 metric tons, and
the country’s share of the world market to 25%. Many planners and
experts forecasted then that the country would successfully corner
one-third of the world market in sesame by the latter half of the 1970s,
and the major force in this expansion was expected (o be Setit Humera
which already supplied 75% of the total exporr.37

2 charles P. Kindleberger, The World in Depression 1929-1939, (Harmondsworth: Perguin, 1987), pp. 70-94 “The
Agricultural Depression”.

% TAMS, “The Humara Report: Resource ...”, p. 141.

7 Dessalegn Rahmato, “Moral Crusaders ...", p. 81
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Ethiopia’s growing production and export of sesame played an important role in the world market.
In the 1970s, the Humira (including its surrounding areas) sesame production accounted for 60 to
70 per cent of Ethiopian exports of sesame. This brought Ethiopia to second place among the world
sesame exporters. From 1959-61 average Ethiopian sesame exports were valued at US $ 1.5 million
while exports from the Sudan earned US $ 11 million. In 1968-70 average Ethiopian sesame export
was US § 6.9 million compared to Sudanese sesame exports of US $ 20 million. In 1972, Ethiopian
sesame export was 54 thousand tons. This was valued at US $ 16.1 million.”® Clapham also
commented on sesame and coffee export. According to him, sesame could be compared with coffee.
Coffee consistently accounted for over 50 percent of Ethiopia’s exports. Ethiopia, therefore, largely
depended on a single export crop.zq Sesame is an oil seed. In Ethiopia sesame was grown in the
Huméra area and surrounding lowlands. The Humira area was one of the boom areas of
commercial agriculture in the pre-1974 Ethiopian Revolution period. Export of sesame in 1967 was
19, 800 tons. Export of sesame in 1974 was 84, 600 tons. The net export earning for Ethiopian
sesame in the latter year was some 38 million US dollars. This made Ethiopia the second largest
sesame exporter in the world though considerably below the production and export of Sudan.” The
Humira area sesame production played the greatest role for the dramatic growth of Ethiopian

export in the world market. This is illustrated in the following Table.

* TAMS, “Humera Agricultural Development Project, Draft...,”p. 26.
29 8
Lbid., p. 184.
“Ibid., pp. 184-185. Though sesame export was enormous, Clapham’s data of 1974 seem perhaps exaggerated.
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Table 21: Ethiopian Sesame Exports and Humira Area’s Contribution, 1967-1972

Year Value' (millions of Quantity(*000 Huméra Area Humiira as % of

Birr) tons) Shipments(*000 tons) | Total
1967/68 1.4 19.8 13.4 68

- j -

1968/69 14.0 270 20.7 77
1969/70 15.6 30.7 22.0 |72
1970/71 23.3 ) 40.0 26.8 67
1971/72 24.1 30.1 225 ; 62
1972/73 37.0° 54.0 379 ) _' 70
Six years | 125.4 207.6 143.3 69%
total

1) Value figures are free on board (FOB) Ethiopia; 2) Value data for1972 was not available, The figure reported was
estimated by using an average price of US$ per ton FOB, Ethiopia (Birr 678)

Source: Adapted from TAMS, “The Humera Report: Resource ...7, p. 143

The major Ethiopian sesame seed importers were Japan, Italy and the USA. Sesame was used in
three principal forms: whole, crushed and whole ground. Countries like the United States, Poland
and Portugal used sesame in its whole form in bakery goods. confectionaries and other snack foods.
In countries like Italy, Greece and Belgium, the sesame seed was a specialized source of oil. Japan
and Russia also used the sesame seed in its whole form as a source of oil. One use that accounted
for a large part of world sesame consumption was fahina. The tahina use first originated in the
Middle East and then spread worldwide. 7Tahina, a Middle Cast savoury spread, was prepared by
crushing and grinding the whole sesame seed. The oleaginous paste was prepared by crushing and

grinding the whole sesame seed. The oleaginous paste that was produced was the basis for many
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other types of sesame- flavored foods such as halva, a Middle East sweel composed of sesame seed

mixed with honey. It was also consumed directly with breads and salad.”'

There was a misconception about the use of the Ethiopian sesame. Some said that the Ethiopian
sesame was used only in bakery and confectionary products. But this was not so. Japan, the most
important importer of Ethiopian sesame, used its sesame imports for oil production. Italy and
Greece also used Ethiopian sesame for oil. Lebanon, Jordan, Isracl and others used it in the
production of tahina. It was true that the Ethiopian whitish sesame was used in its whole form, but

. . . . - . . 32
it would be a mistake to assume that the Ethiopian export market was limited to this use.”

About 500 tons of sesame was processed into oil for domestic use annually by two small sesame

mills, one in Huméra and the other in Om Hajédr. The remaining sesame product was shipped to

Asmara for export abroad.*
6.4.1.2 SORGHUM

Sorghum was a staple grain in parts of the north in Ethiopia’s agrarian economy.The sorghum
market was extremely fragmented and its flow is very difficult to trace. Of the three principal crops
that grew in the Huméra areas, the amount of production of sorghum is difficult to estimate. There

were numerous sorghum producers both large and small.

One approximation which can be attempted is an estimate of
total consumption. Based on population and per capita
consumption figures, it is safe to say that about 20,000 tons of
sorghum must have been consumed annually in recent vears. The

*TAMS, “The Humera Report: Resource ...,” p. 143.
*Ibid., p. 145.
*Atakilt, p. 113.
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estimate is,of course, subject to a significant margin of error due
: 34
to the great ebb and flow of transient labor each year.”

The Humira market was important in meeting the demand of local consumption. In the sorghum
market, the merchants were the most important marketing agents. There were three principal
varieties of sorghum in the market. These were Safra (preferred yield), Debra and Wad Akar.

Each had its own price based on taste preference.”” For example in March, 1972 prices for each

variety were as follows.

Table 22: Prices for the three varieties of sorghum in Birr per quintal (March 1972)

Price Per 100 kg. (Birr)
Ro. | Sorghum Varieties Huméra Asmara
No
1 Safra (Preferred type) 10-11 " 16-17 BEEE
7 Debra 9-10 14-15 -
3 Wad Akar (highest yield) 8 12-13 ]
Source: TAMS, “Humera Agricultural Development Project, Draft ...." p. 31.

Taste preferences and transportation costs effectively limited the market area to the then northern

provinces of Ethiopia namely Eritrea, Begemidir and Simien and Tigray.*®

There were price fluctuations in sorghum. For example, in 1968, the annual average price for
sorghum in Asmara fell to Birr 12.79 per quintal. In 1970, just two seasons later, the average
price rose to Birr 26.34 per quintal. This was the highest price since 1960. On the other hand, the
average price for 1960 to 1971 was about Birr 17 for all varieties. Prices were also slightly below

this long run average in 1972. The problems that affected the market for sorghum and the

¥ TAMS, “The Humera Report: Resource ...,” P. 145,
js TAMS, “Humera Agricultural Development Project, Draft....” p. 145,
* TAMS, “The Humera Report: Resource ...”, p. 145,
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farmer’s potential return were the seasonal price fluctuations. Prices were lowest at harvest time.
The farmer sold all his sorghum products at that particular time because he needed the cash and
also he did not have locally available storage facilities. During the rainy season, the price of
sorghum in Huméra climbed above the Asmara price. This was because only very few merchants
had held stocks for the rainy season. When the farmer’s own stock became low, the farmer
himself was forced to buy from the merchants at that greater price increase. This could clearly
show that many of the farmers sold their sorghum product when the market was low and bought

it again when the market was high.”’

Sorghum was not processed until it reached the final consumer. After it reached the final
i g 5 s : i 5 38
consumer, the housewife cleaned it herself and then ground it at the local mill to make injara

(the Ethiopian local bread).

6.4.1.3 COTTON

According to the Ministry of Agriculture, Huméra report, most cotton that was produced in

1716

Ethiopia came from irrigated areas. The Acala with staple lengths of around 1 inches was

good quality cotton. The shorter staple cotton was the type of cotton that grew in the rain-fed
areas like Huméra. The production of cotton from Huméra was small. The spinning mills were,
therefore, using mostly longer staples irrigated cotton. Since the combined production of rain-fed
and irrigated cotton was insufficient to cover the needs of the spinning mills. the country was

forced to import some short stapled and lower quality cotton.”

i‘7 1bid., p. 1406.
¥TAMS, “Humara Agricultural Development Project, Draft...”, p. 32.
**TAMS, “The Humara Report: Resource ...”, p. 146.
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farmer’s potential return were the seasonal price fluctuations. Prices were lowest at harvest time.
The farmer sold all his sorghum products at that particular time because he needed the cash and
also he did not have locally available storage facilities. During the rainy season. the price of
sorghum in Humira climbed above the Asmara price. This was because only very few merchants
had held stocks for the rainy season. When the farmer’s own stock became low, the farmer
himself was forced to buy from the merchants at that greater price increase. This could clearly
show that many of the farmers sold their sorghum product when the market was low and bought

it again when the market was hi gh.”’

Sorghum was not processed until it reached the final consumer. After it reached the final

consumer, the housewife cleaned it herself and then ground it at the local mill to make injara’

(the Ethiopian local bread).

6.4.1.3 COTTON

According to the Ministry of Agriculture, Humara report, most cotton that was produced in
Ethiopia came from irrigated areas. The Acala with staple lengths of around 1''® inches was
good quality cotton. The shorter staple cotton was the type of cotton that grew in the rain-fed
areas like Humira. The production of cotton from Humdira was small. The spinning mills were,
therefore, using mostly longer staples irrigated cotton. Since the combined production of rain-fed
and irrigated cotton was insufficient to cover the needs of the spinning mills, the country was

forced to import some short stapled and lower quality cotton.”

7 Ibid., p. 146.
BT AMS, “Humara Agricultural Development Project, Draft...”, p. 32.
¥ TAMS, “The Humara Report: Resource ...", p. 146.
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The Imperial Ethiopian Government Awash Valley Authority in its letter to the Ministry of
Agriculture on Ndéhase 29, 1962 E.C (Sepember 4, 1970) complained that cotton companies in
Ethiopia had decided to import cotton from outside without the knowledge of cotton producers
and without knowing the amount of cotton production of Ethiopia in the year 1971, According to
the Authority, the cotton companies should have opened discussions with the cotton producing
farmers and the Ministry of Trade beforehand before importing cotton. This had been the
tradition in recent years. But such understanding was violated reapeatedly by the cotton
companies. The Awash Valley Authority argued that it was intentionally done in order to reduce
the price of cotton that was produced locally by importing a low quality of cotton and finally
mixing it with the Ethiopian cotton which, according to the Awash Valley Authority, was the
best in quality. The Awash Valley Authority also complained that the cultivated land of the
cotton producing farmers in Eritrea, Sétit-Huméra and Assayta was small and scattered and at the
same time the quality was poor due to lack of control. The Authority recalled that there had been
problems between cotton producing farmers and cotton factories in the previous years. In order
to avoid such problems, the Awash Valley Authority believed in reaching a common
understanding and a permanent solution, otherwise the cotton producing farmers would divert
production to other crops and that would have a devastating effect on the country’s cotton

. 4
production.*’

In the 1960s and 1970s, Ethiopia’s domestic production of cotton was in fact close to the level of
domestic consumption. For example, in 1971-72, Ethiopia produced about 24,000 tons of lint

cotton that is, raw cotton fibre. In 1972-73, the production was estimated at about 26,000-27.000

“Ibid., pp. 5-6.
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tons.”' The sources of supply that composed the total cotton available in Ethiopia are outlined in

the following Table.

Table 23: Cotton Availability (Lint basis) in Metric Tons (66/67-71/72)

* Sources of Production Years
66/67 67/68 | 68/69 | 69/70 70/71 71/72

Humera areas 2,638 3,131 | 4379 | 4054 | 1,157 1,234
Other areas 5,992 n/a n/a 11.645 18,138 22,667
Total Production 8,630 n/a n/a 15.699 19,295 23,901
Imports 4,455 4,233 5,684 2,901 4,022 1,936
Total Availability (local and 13,085 n/a n/a 18.660 23.317 25,837
imported)

Source: TAMS, “Humera Agricultural Development Project, Draft...”, p. 34. (Note 1: No explanation is given
in the source for the big drop in Humara cotton 1970-72 but in my opinion it was because farmers found sesame
more profitable.)

Note 2: n/a: not available

The Table revealed how quickly Ethiopia was moving towards self-sufficiency in cotton. About
85 to 90 percent of the cotton produced in Ethiopia was from irrigated plantations, mainly from
the Awash valley. The principal rain-fed cotton producing areas were areas like Satit- Humdra,
Abdirafi and Mittdma. The staple lengths from these rain-fed areas were shorter, generally about
| inch.” Some modern ginneries for removing seeds from the raw cotton had been established in

Asmara, Tandaho, Gondar and other places.”

6.4.1.3.1THE ESTABLISHMENT, DEVELOPMENT AND LAST DAYS OF THE COTTON GINNING
AND PROCESSING FACTORIES IN GONDAR

In early days the Satit-Humadra farmers used to sell their cotton products to the Sulmat Company

in Asmara. In 1970, a small cotton ginning factory was established at Dérd Gianda (Amba Jinni).

49
Al

HTAMS, “Humera Agricultural Development Project, Draft...”, p. 33.
“Ibid., pp. 33-34.
 Negat, p. 77.
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(Amba Jinni is derived from the Jenyu Italia Road Construction company at Diéra Géinda).44
Thus, the Humiira cotton producing farmers became its major suppliers. Aro Tédyd Bilay was the
owner of this small cotton ginning factory. He invested Birr 24,000 to open the cotton ginning
factory. According to Solomon Addis, the production capacity of the plant “was 30 quintals a

day with a labour input of 30 employees™."

The Wilqait Sitit-Humira Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society Ltd. was established in
1969. Its establishment as a cooperative enabled it to secure loans from AIDB. With such
encouragement, it decided to have its own ginning plant in Gondar. An estimated Birr 300,000
was needed to open the plant. 30,000 shares were raised. The value of each share was Birr 10. A
three-man committee was nominated under the chairmanship of the mayor of the city of Gondar
to facilitate the sale of shares. The Wiilqait Sitit-Humira Farmers Cooperatives held 4,000 of the
shares. Signor Salvatore Reza, the owner of the Awakut Cotton Ginning Factory of Addis
Ababa, bought 13,000 shares. The various edirs (communal self-help organizations) of the city
of Gondar and other individuals bought 3,700 shares. It was decided to sell the remaining 1,190

shares in Addis Ababa.*®

Maraki / Samuna bar (Maraki Soap) area was selected as a site. However. this site was rejected
by the authorities in the city of Gondar. The officials said that the site had already been chosen
for the future construction of a university. The committee and the shareholders chose another site

at Lidita. Lidata is a parish which is located between Ché-ché-la and Samuna bar."” They bought

* Informant Birhanu.

* 50lomon, p. 240.

*® Ibid., pp. 239-240. According to Birhanu Asres, one of the founders and shareholders of the Gondar Cotton
Ginning and Proecssing factory, Awakut Cotton Ginning and Processing Factory was in Addis Ababa notin Asmara
as Solomon p. 240 says.

7 Ibid., p. 240.



29,756 m” of land from a certain merchant, Grazmach Windimagin Yimir. The factory began
production towards the end of 1971 with 250 permanent employees. The first General Manager
of the factory was Ato Getahun Assige and members of the first Board of Directors were Signor
Salvatore Reza, Mr Umar, Afo Birhanu Asrds and Afo Azanaw Aldmé. ®The founding members

and owners of the factory who were major shareholders along with other sharcholders were

1. Signor Salvatore Reza 2. Kérjamiz Farmers Association 3. A7o Birhanu Asres

4. Haji Mohammed Wondim 5. Haji Yasuf Ahmidd 6. Lieutenant Colonel Molaligii Bilay

7. Ato Yirga Dista 8. Ato Agbaw Wubinih 9. Ato Bilay Bizunih

10. Saba Sewing Machine Company owners 11. 470 Dagiiiw Mékondn  12. Ato Dirdje Aldmu
13. Ato Fiseha Mékonén 4. Woizdro Abdkyilash Yimér 15.Walqait-Séti-Huméra

Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society"q '

One clear consequence of the organization of the farmers (Wdlqgait

Scitit-Humdira) into [a] cooperative society and their possession of a
cotton ginning and processing plant was the fatal blow they deall to
Ato Tayd. Since the cooperative’s factory came inlo exisience,
almost all raw cotton was channeled to it thereby draining Tayd's
source [of cotton]. Moreover, Bahr Dar Textiles refused to
purchase Tayd'’s produce. Even if it sometimes did, it was at lower
prices.

The new Cotton Ginning and Processing Factory bought cotton mainly from the cooperative

farmers of Humira, Miittdima and Abdérafi. According to Solomon.

The manner of transaction between the factory and the farmers
was that the latter would inform the management the amount of

*archive of the Public Enterprises Trustee Board, Folder $ao7 701 ATl LCET 0ALL ACL-T14. av I
Box File No. 133, File No. 5-9 faeenCenl: ¢2-4h UTETS $hd- &7°C1- avlnam, (A report from the
Chairman of History Study Committee of the Public Enterprises Trustee Board, Hidar 25, 1976 E.C ), p. 1.

% Archive of the Public Enterprises Trustee Board, Folder Poo 3 7011 AT CCEVT QALE NCL-14. av NG
Box File No. 222, File No. Am-m 2 “PF @984goem, AAaeNC LN P4 H7e81G ¢he- &2°CT an I, (“A
report from the Chairman .."), p. 1

% salomon, p. 241
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raw cotton they produced. Then the enterprise would send heavy
trucks, usually around 40, to Matammd-Humara areas.

The farmers often sold their harvest on loan basis, i.c.. the faciory

paid them afier it sold the processed cotton. Al times, however, the
cotton may not be sold instantly. Thus, the management would look
for a loan from banks by offering the processed cotton as
collateral.
The major customers of the Gondar ginning plant were the Bahr
Dar Textile [factory] which bought about 1000 quintals of
processed cotion monthly. The others were the Ethiofil iextile and
national oil industries of Asmara. The latter was mainly interested
in buying cotton-seeds.”’!

After Ato Getahun, Afo Biizabih Gibre, Ao Fitayid Assigu, A7o Solomon liral and Afo Mulugeta

-
Faradi served the plant as General Managers.”

In the course of time, the factory faced some problems. One of the problems was that the factory
had 8,000 kg. of unsold processed cotton. Without selling this processed cotton the factory was
unable to repay its bank loans. Also Signor Salvatore Reza, one of the major shareholders and a
board member, sold the Awakut Cotton Ginning Factory to Bahir Dar Textile Factory. According
to the majority of the founding members this act was undermining their own enterprise that cost
the Gondar cotton enterprise a loss. Signor Salvatore Reza was persuaded to sell out his share,
which the Mttima Mahbiri Selassie Farmers Cooperative bought.” Additional shares were also
sold to strengthen the economic potential of the factory. Finally the capital of the factory was

raised from Birr 300,000 to Birr 450,000.>

> Ibid.

S2archive of Public Enterprises Trustee Board, P03 20Vl AYl- LCEAT 0ALL- NCL-T14. a0l Box File No. 133,
File No. 5-9 NA@nC PN P44h NG ehd- &7°C1 avlasm, (A report from the Chairman ...”), p. 2.

** splomon, p. 250.

3% Archive of the Public Enterprise Trustee Board, Folder afl-m 2- ‘'3 “.8aoan, Pao i 0T ATl
SCEPT 0ALEL- NCE “Pre and Post Nationalization of the Gondar Ginning and Processing Factory,” Hamle 8, 1970
EL L
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In the first two years of 1972 and 1973, the factory got profits and paid Birr 32.60 and Birr 46.20

respectively to shareholders.”

When the 1974 Ethiopian Revolution broke out most of the cooperative farmers fled to Sudan with
their own tractors, trucks and vehicles or joined the EDU. The Gondar area also became a battle-
ground between the Dérg, EDU and EPRP. According to the audit report, the factory faced a
deficit of Birr 1,118, 056. This included the still outstanding AIDB loan of Birr | i4,000.56 The
Gondar Cotton Ginning and Processing factory that had been collecting 70,000-80,000 quintals of
cotton yearly from the farmers’ cooperative lacked raw cotton . Finally its whole activity
collapsed in about 1979. The factory had been nationalized by the Dérg in 1977.°" Seven among
the factory workers left for Sudan. The Ddrg killed four workers in the Red Terror accusing them

of being EPRP members or supporters of EPRP.

The factory that had profited 47.26% on it initial capital at its initial stage of development totally
collapsed in or soon after 1979. The factory’s income from 1974-1978 was Birr 15, 637, 501.

This is seen in the following Table.

Table24: Gondar Cotton Ginning Factory’s income in Birr (1974-1978)

Years B
1974 1975 ] 1976 7T ) 1978
Birr 5,393,610 2,063, 408 3,259,147 | 3,138,386 B __!_,:;'82,950
B 1 | R

* Ibid., p. 3.

*% \bid., p. 2-3.

" Informants: Sisay, Kinde, Sergeant Assafa, and Haild Mariam.

58 archive of the Public Enterprises Trustee Board, Folder ooy vls Al LCOAT 0ALL- NCL-T4. a0 W'
Box File No. 222, File No. Am-m 2 TF @18gvsn, QaaonC 01 €340 UPETG $Nd 67701 aolhen,
(“A report from the Chairman ..”), p. 2.
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Source: Archive of the Public Enterprises Trustee Board, Folder $an '3 20vl: AT LCEAT NALL NCL-14.
av 27 Box File No. 222, File No. am-m 2 PF @98eua, NAao(CENE Cadh WIETS ¢hé 67701

av)Asm, (“A report from the Chairman ...”). p. 9

Note: When the tractor farmers left for the Sudan or joined the EDU in 1977 much cotton was left in the fields. The
Diirg then mobilized labour, even bringing some from Wallo (many of whom died) to collect the cotton in the fields.
The cotton was then given to the Gondar cotton ginning factory which explains why the factory was still getting
income, though reduced, in 1978 (see A “report from the Chairman of History Study Committee of the Public
Enterprises Trustee Board to Gondar Commission for Organizing the Party of the Working People of Ethiopia
(COPWE)”, Hidar 25, 1976 E.C), p. |
Until the 1960s, the Humira cotton market had been monopolized by the Barattolo Cotton Mill
in Asmara. But after the improvement of the Gondar-Humiira road, Huméra cotton was sold in
Gondar and other places. It was also hoped that the improvement of transport facilities would
. 39 . . ~
enable the cotton to reach Bahr Dar textile centre.” When we look at the comparative prices of

cotton lint (Birr/kilogram), the average domestic price given to farmers for the years 1968-1972

was Birr 1.78.%°

A summary of transport and handling charges for the three crops and the effect of such charges
taken together with production costs on profit margins in 1967 are given in the following Table.

Table 25: A Summary of Transport and Handling Costs for the Three Crops and the Net Profit (Birr/qu), 1967

(before the construction of the Tidkazé Bridge)

Costs Sorghum Sesame Cotton
Sacking 155 | 155 0.70
Local transport (Farm-Humera), average of 35 | 0.35 o3 0.35
kms.

Tikaze River Crossing 035 | 1.00 | 1.00
Transport cost from Humiira to Asmara 3.50 400 4.50
Labour 0.25 025 | 020
Total costs 6.00 715 6.75
Production costs 6.50 B 32.00 | 53.00
Total costs 12.50 39.05 59.75

*Ibid., p. 78.
* TAMS, “The Humara Report: Resource ...”, 148,
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=3

Prices in Asmara ) 14-0(_]_ - | ﬁU()_

2.00
25

b2

Net profit 50 | 785

Source: My calculations are based on IEG, Ministry of Agriculture, Institute of Agricultural Research, “Report of
the Survey Mission... ", p.39 Note: The Takaze crossing cost was less for sorghum because sorghum was lighter.

6.4.1.4 THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE TAKAZE BRIDGE, 1972: AN OUTLET TO ASMARA
This outlet from Humira helped Abdirafi and Méttima farmers because these farmers brought
their crops to Huméra. The principal outlet from Humira to Asmara was the Takidze-Om Hajar-

' The River Tikize was often totally impassable during the rainy season.

Tassdndy road.’
Communication between Begemeder and Simien and Eritrea and between Begemeder and
Simien and Tigray was therefore severed.®” This was because the steel bridge over the Tikaze
River that the Italians had started to build had not been completed.®’ During the rainy season, the
Tikiize River rose and usually took away a number of tractors, Land Rovers and trucks in
addition to human lives and property in attempts to cross it.°! Passengers used boats to cross the
Tikéze River. The usual transportation cost per passenger was Birr 0.50. When the river rose up
the transportation cost was Birr 1. A Land Rover was transported for Birr 70. During the peak
labour period up to 600 people crossed the river daily using boats. There was no security for life
at all. For instance, in 1968, 32 people were drowned when a boat capsizedbs. Camels crossed the
Tikdze River except during high water in the months of July, August and September. The
transportation per passenger was Birr 0.50 and Birr 0.50-1.00 per quintal for sesame and

sorghum. A camel could carry two quintals at once. Camels carried goods and passengers both

ways at about the same price. Trucks could only cross the river in the dry season, usually from

SITAMS, “The Humera Report: Humera Agricultural Development Project (HADP), Appendices” (1974), p. 337.

2Richard Pankhurst, “Transport and Communications in Ethiopia, 1835-1935" in Journal of Transport History,
Volume 5, Number 2 (1961), p. 166.

®*Addis Zimdn, Tahsas 2, 1961 E.C, p. 2.

“Addis Zémdn, Mégabit 1, 1963 E.C, p. 3.

5 carl Miller, James Sartor, James Mackin, and others, “Agricultural Survey Diary for Three Study Areas in
Ethiopia: Middle Awash, Debre Zeit-Nazareth and Humera Setit” (Standford Research Institute: Menlo Park
California, April 1968), p. 273.
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Prices in Asmara 14.00 i 47.00 ] -00

2
2

l\)

Net profit ) 1.50 o éf i l

Source: My calculations are based on IEG, Ministry of Agriculture, Institute of Agricultural Research, “Report of
the Survey Mission... ", p.39 Note: The Takaze crossing cost was less for sorghum because sorghum was lighter.

6.4.1.4 THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE TAKAZE BRIDGE, 1972: AN OUTLET TO ASMARA

This outlet from Huméra helped Abdarafi and Mittima farmers because these farmers brought
their crops to Huméra. The principal outlet from Humiira to Asmara was the Tiikiize-Om Hajar-
Tissindy road.”' The River Tikize was often totally impassable during the rainy season.
Communication between Begemeder and Simien and Eritrea and between Begemeder and
Simien and Tigray was therefore severed.®® This was because the steel bridge over the Tak#ze
River that the Italians had started to build had not been completed.”” During the rainy season, the
Takéze River rose and usually took away a number of tractors, Land Rovers and trucks in
addition to human lives and property in attempts to cross it.”! Passengers used boats to cross the
Tékidze River. The usual transportation cost per passenger was Birr 0.50. When the river rose up
the transportation cost was Birr 1. A Land Rover was transported for Birr 70. During the peak
labour period up to 600 people crossed the river daily using boats. There was no security for life
at all. For instance, in 1968, 32 people were drowned when a boat capsized(”—. Camels crossed the
Takdze River except during high water in the months of July. August and September. The
transportation per passenger was Birr 0.50 and Birr 0.50-1.00 per quintal for sesame and
sorghum. A camel could carry two quintals at once. Camels carried goods and passengers both

ways at about the same price. Trucks could only cross the river in the dry season. usually from

TAMS “The Humera Report: Humera Agricultural Development Project (HADP), Appendices” { 1974), p. 337.
*Richard Pankhurst, “Transport and Communications in Ethiopia, 1835-1935" in Journal of Transport History,
Volume 5, Number 2 (1961), p. 166.
Addis Zimdn, Tahsas 2, 1961 E.C, p. 2.
*Addis zimén, Mdgabit 1, 1963 E.C, p. 3.
& Carl Miller, James Sartor, James Mackin, and others, “Agricultural Survey Diary for Three Study Areas in
Ethiopia: Middle Awash, Debre Zeit-Nazareth and Humera Setit” (Standford Research Institute: Menlo Park
California, April 1968), p. 273.
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the end of January to May. At this time, tractors were needed to assist the trucks in crossing the
river. Tractors crossed the river with trailers from the end of January to May. They hauled
different goods from the different farm sites to the town of Humira and from Humdéra to the
different farm sites. The tractors usually traveled 30-40 kilometers from Humira and charged
Birr 0.25 per quintal from farms to Humira. Land Rovers rarely crossed the Tékézii River.
Swimmers were able to float 50 gallon drums across the river for Birr 0.50 per drum (1 gallon-
4.5435 liters in Britain and 3.785 in the USA). According to estimates, during the rainy season,

20,000-30,000 people crossed the Tikiize River.”

Emperor Haile Selassie flew from Asmara to Wigiira 4wraja and then to Humiéra Warada by
helicopter on 11 January 1967. He was received by Lieutenant Colonel Tamirat Yigédzu, the
General-Governor of Begemidir and Simien and by Ddjazmatch Adand Mikonin, the governor
of Wigdra Awraja and by the people of Sétit-Huméra with great honour. He saw and observed
the agricultural economic activity of the area. He also listened to the explanations of the two
government officials about the economic potentiality of the area and its problems. The farmers
and the town dwellers also raised questions with the emperor and appealed to him for solutions
to their pressing problems. In order to solve the problem of the Tikize River the emperor
formally ordered the Ministry of Public Works and Communication to deal with the construction

of a bridge over the Tékéze River.®’

*Ibid., p. 274.
¥ Addis Zémdn, Tir 3, 1959 E.C, p. 5.
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Photograph 29: The T#kizé Bridge, Reconstructed in 1972

Source: TAMS, “The Humera Report: Resource ...”, p. 200.

The Takdzé River Bridge Construction Project Contract was signed on June 24, 1969 between
the Imperial Higway Authority (IHA) and Dr. Engineer Aniello Raffane, an Italian. The
construction period was agreed to be 365 calendar days starting 30 days from the date specified
in the contract. The contract amount was Birr 402, 426. 48. The work to be covered in this
contract was the construction of a new reinforced concrete deck steel girder bridge over the
Tékéze River, using the existing Italian piers and abutments. According to the notice, work
should have started on October 1, 1969, but due to high flooding and due to the sudden illness of

the contractor after he had been to the site in November, construction was delayed.®®

The Tik#zé bridge construction was the first bridge construction in the work program of the
IHA. It had the capacity of carrying a weight of more than ten tons (I ton= 1000 kilograms). On
each side of the bridge there were two footpaths. Each of the footpaths was 60 centimeters

wide.®

*Imperial Highway Authority, “Quarterly Progress Report”, October 8, 1969-January 7, 1970, p. 13.
“Addis Ziamdn, Mdgabit 1, 1963 E.C, p. 3.
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The Tidkédzé Bridge was the longest bridge in Ethiopian bridge construction of that time. It was
232 meters long and 3.50 meters wide. The construction of the bridge was completed in August
1972. 1t became an economic lifeline especially to Eritrea, Tigray and Begemeder and Simien
pl‘OVi]'ICGS.m After completion, according to government estimates, about Birr 186, 000 was to be
collected every year from tolls for using the bridge.”' Its construction was covered by a loan

from the International Development Association (IDA).”

During the Italian period, Huméra, Om Hajir, and Tésséindy were connected by a gravel road.”
This road was still available in the imperial period so that after crossing the Tékédze Bridge near

Humara, Om Hajar was reached after 7 kilometers.™

The 95 kilometers long road from Om Hajér to Tédssdndy was a rudimentary dry-weather road. It
was passable by trucks, buses and Land Rovers only in the dry season from October to May.
Tractors operated for a longer period but in June-September there was no traffic at all. Buses
started in October.” From Tassidndy to Asmara (359 kms) there was already a first class standard
road.”

The construction of a bridge across the Tikézé River was very important for different reasons. It
enabled free movement without any delay. Trucks and buses started to come from Asmara to
Humara daily. Production moved to Asmara on time. Labourers also started to come to Humiira

on time. This prevented the shortage of labour that had been the case especially during the rainy

" dddis Zéimen, Mciskdrdm 28, 1964 E.C, p. 1.

" dddis Zeimcn, Ginbot 20, 1962 E.C, p.1.

PIEG, Ministry of Agriculture, “Major Activities in 1961 E.C and Current Status of Activities of the Ministry of
Agriculture. Planning Manual” (Addis Ababa, December 1969), p. 40.

a Fitaye, “the Traditional Usage...”, p. 1.

TAMS, “The Humera Report: HADP, Appendices”, 0,337,

PMiller and Others, p. 274; IEG, Ministry of Agriculture IAR, “Report of the Survey Mission...”, p. 13.

Fitaye “Traditional Usage...”. p. 1.
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season. The construction of the bridge also saved the farmers river crossing costs and additional
labour costs for loading and unloading at the banks of the river.”” All these improvements had
their own positive impact on the net profit of the farmers. “Possible savings per quintal from a
bridge would be of the order of 45 ¢ for sorghum, $ 1.25 for sesame and cotton. A total charge of

T8 After the construction of the

20 ¢ a quintal ($ per 10-ton truck load) would gladly be paid,...
bridge the farmers confirmed that their net profit increased. They said that the net profit per
quintal, especially from sesame, mounted to Birr 10-11. However, the determining factor for the
net profit was the market price for the crops and the political stability and peace of the area or
lack of stability and peace. The use and economic importance of the bridge came to an end after
1974/75 due to the Eritrean separatist movement. This movement, resulting in blocking the use

of the bridge and political disturbances of the area, affected the economy of the Satit-Huméra

. . [§]
area farmers and the economy of the country.”

6.4.1.5 THE HUMARA AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT UNDER A STATE FARM: 1979/1980-

1980/1981

Though the Humra state farm is outside my study of farmers’ cooperatives [ thought it useful to
show the agricultural activities of the Huméra State Farms and their contribution to the national
economy under the Ddrg regime. The state farms were producing sesame and sorghum like the
farmers’ cooperatives and can be compared to production under cooperatives. Moreover, the

state farms replaced, or attempted to replace, production in Humira when the the revolution and

Tnformants: Sisay, Abira, Kindie, Tibiibu, Méngistu, and Aldni.
™ Ministry of Agriculture, “Report of the Survey Mission...”, p. 42.
Informants: Sergeant Maru, Basha Adugha and Colonel Tigabu.
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disturbances following the revolution dismantled the cooperatives. In fact the cooperative and

the Al Khadra Farms were nationalized by the Dcirg and a state farm became their successor.

The Diirg defeated the EDU forces in Humira in June 1977 (Sdne 1969 E.C). Most of the
cooperative farmers in Huméra fled to Sudan with their own tractors.”” The State Farms
Authority was established in May 1977. In order to make the state farms more productive, the
Ministry of State Farm Development was established in May 1979 by proclamation number 179.
The Ministry was expected to exert maximum effort to boost production under the Centralized
National Plan. The National Economic Campaign was also launched in 1979 with the objective

. 5 ; Gy 8 F 8
to alleviate shortage of food and other basic commodities and raw materials. :

The Ministry of the State Farm Development had eight corporations. One among these
corporations was the North-Western Agricultural Development Corporation. This corporation
was expected to coordinate and administer state farms that were located in the western
Administrative Regions of Wollega, Illubabor, and Keffa and the Northern Administrative
Regions of Gojjam and Gondar. The North-Western Agricultural Development Corporation had
an Enterprise, a Coordinating Office and a State Farm reporting to it. The Gojjam-Gondar
Coordinating Office administered the Birr, Ayihu, Béléds and Humira State Farms in Gojjam and

Gondar Administrative Regions.™

The Al Khadra Farm and the Wilqait Sitit-Huméra Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society

farm were nationalized by the Dérg and were given to the Ministry of State Farm Development.

89 nformants: Sisay, Kinde, Sergeant Assafa, and Haila Mariam.

$1Ministry of State Farm Development, /ts Role, Organization, Present and Future Activities (Addis Ababa: The
Public Relations Service, June 1984), p. 3.

1bid., pp. 8-10.
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*"Ministry of State Farm Development, /ts Rale, Organization, Present and Future Activities (Addis Ababa: The
Public Relations Service, June 1984), p. 3.

Ibid.. pp. 8-10.



About 4,000 members of work forces from Willo were trained and 1000 of them were sent to
Humiira in February 1979 to construct temporary shelters for the incoming state farm workers.
The remaining 3000 workers were sent in March 1979 to clear the agricultural fields. Then
surveyors went to demarcate the different farms. Shelters, offices, clinics, garages and stores
were also constructed by the Building Construction Authority.  The Water Resource

Development Authority on its part also prepared 11 wells to serve the workers by providing

43
water.””

Table 26: Humira State Farm cultivated areas for sesame and sorghum in hectars and production in quintals

Type of Work

1979/1980

1980/1981

1981/ 1982

Cultivated land for sesame and
sorghum

21,340 ha.

28,165.22 ha.

Sesame Production 29, 285 qu. 18,728.99 qu.
Sorghum production | 11,853 qu. 79, 206.69 qu. Up to March 9, 1982 (Ydkatit 30,74E.C)
Work Force 32, 000

Source: Archive of the Public ]inlerprises Trustee Board, Folder Cao 7 70v1- ANT1- L CENT 0ALL NCL-T4.
ao 211’y Box File No. 222, File No. Am-m 2 TF 2980, NAao(C N PA-4h U 15 Phd-

677 Col a0, <A Report from the Chairman ..." p. 8.

was not available for 1981/82.

Table27: List of Farm Implements that were used in Humdra State Farm (1979-198 1.

Note: 1) Cotton growing was not practiced. 2) Data

Type of Farm implement Quantity B
Tractors 306 )
Widelevel discs for ploughing 150
Trailers 99 o
Harrows 144
Seed broadcasting machines 27
Fertil izén%brayers B 6 o
Water Tankers 148 -
Vehicles - N 3l B
Weeding Ploughs 29
Ambulances 4

)

Mobile Garages

Source: Archive of the Public Enterprises Trustee Board, Folder P07 70 1* A1 - CCEAT 0ALL NCL-T4
ao 7 Box File No. 222, File No. am-m 2 PF @940vem, NAaoNCENE P4 UITG P &7°CT
av?lne, (“A Report from the Chairman ...”), p. 8.

** Archive of the Public Enterprises Trustee Board, Folder Poo 7011 A1 & COAT 0ALL (CE-14. oo NS
Box File No. 222, File No. am-m 2 9 @YGaoay, ANaonC PN P24 TS $d &7°Col
ao"lhsm, (“A Report from the Chairman ..."), p. 8.
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As we can see from the Table, there was very large investment on agricultural machinery and
therefore obviously labour to use it. However, the result was disappointing due to lack of skilled
manpower, lack of real incentives to produce and lack of administrative efficiency. Great numbers
of people also died due to lack of a health centre, efficient clinics and adequate food and shelters
which were not properly and timely constructed. In the end the state farm in Satit-Humara was a
total loss.™
After 1982, the attempt of the Ddirg to run Humira as a state farm was abandoned and much of
the area came under TPLF control. According to Clapham,
Export production had slumped from 84,600 tons in 1974 to a
mere 3,400 in 1979; the development campaign got it up to
7,400-7,500tons in 1980-81, and 1o 16,400 in 1982. After which
it collapsed back to the 1979 level, and Ethiopia effectively
ceased (o be a sesame exporter. The world price of sesame had
doubled over the period during which Ethiopian Production was
collapsing, and remained at a high level of over $900 a ton
throughout the first half of the 1980s.%
In fact, just when the advance in world sesame price could have benefited the farmer and
Ethiopia, the production and export of Ethiopian sesame collapsed. Of course this collapse was
probably one of the major factors in the price rise of sesame on the world market as Ethiopia
had been a major exporter, as noted above.
The Eritrean separatist movement and the political instability associated with the outbreak and

progress of the Ethiopian Revolution of 1974 caused the collapse of commercial farming in

1974, as will be discussed in chapter 7.

¥ Archive of the Public Enterprises Trustee Board, Folder $ao 77001+ ACYT CCOPT NALL NCE-14.
ao O Box File No. 222, File No. am-m 2 TP @98avm, NAco(IC PN PAdh HE1S Phd 6276
aoIN, (“A Report from the Chairman ...”), p. 88

> Clapham, p.185.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

BOUNDARY AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE IN THE NORTH-WESTERN

ETHIOPIAN LOWLANDS, 1950s-1980s

INTRODUCTION

The present-day boundary between Ethiopia and the Sudan is principally the result of the 1902
and 1907 Anglo-Ethiopian delimitation treaties. The Gwynn line of 1903 became the source of
friction and misunderstanding between Ethiopia and the Sudan and is so up to the present time.
The boundary problem between Ethiopia and the Sudan and the political problems inside Ethiopia
especially after the 1974 Ethiopian Revolution greatly affected the development of modern
agriculture in Satit-Huméra, Abdérafi, Mittéima and other lowland areas in north-west Ethiopia.
This chapter explores the historical background of the boundary and internal political problems
and shows how the boundary problem and internal political problems adversely affected
agriculture in the area of my dissertation. Since boundary problems with the Sudan affected
agriculture in the area of my dissertation, it seems necessary to begin with an overview of what

these were and their origin.

7.1 BOUNDARY PROBLEM WITH THE SUDAN AND ITS EFFECT ON AGRICULTURE

Ethiopia and states preceding colonial and then independent Sudan and sharing a long, poorly
demarcated boundary of 1600 kilometers experienced both cooperation and conflict throughout
history." According to Regassa, the Ethiopian government after 1941 wanted brotherly relations

with the Sudanese,

*Regassa Bayissa, War and Peace in the Sudan and its Impact on Ethiopia: The Case of Gambella (1955-2008)
(Addis Ababa: Addis Ababa University Press, 2010), p.62.
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According to a letter sent to lllubabor provincial Administration

by the Director of the Public Security Headquarters, the 1944
proclamation No. 57 which was concerned with the regisiration
and regulations of foreigners in Ethiopia were not to be applied
1o the Sudanese as long as the Sudanese in Ethiopia do not do
harm to the public, interfere in the politics of the country,
disturb the security, and pay tax to the government of Ethiopia.
Thus, the Sudanese were granted especial status, which
inaugurated new friendly relations with the newly independent
Sudan.”

During the Zdmcind Mcisafint (Era of the Princes 1769-1855) most of the areas between Gallabat
and Gedarif belonged to Ethiopia. The Chilga-Mittima-Gedarif trade route was a great
economic advantage for Ethiopia. The Scottish traveler, James Bruce, who visited the court of
Ras Mikael Sihul, was appointed wérdda administrator of Ras el Feel which was located at the
frontier eventhough he did not live there. At that period of time it was a common practice to
appoint foreigners at the Customs offices of border lines. In addition to the tribute that was
collected in kind, 400 wdiget (ounces) of gold were also collected annually by the Customs Office
of Ras el Feel. Kar Kakamut was the capital of Ras el Feel. After Egypt occupied Sudan in 1821

Ras el Feel fell under the Egyptians and its name was changed to Gallabat.?

The situation in the first half of the nineteenth century and later was “an undefined and

: a5 4 o . o % . .
disturbed boundary™,” where “no de jure boundary delimits the respective possessions of Egypt

and Ethiopia.”™ The Egyptians generally pushed forward and Kassa Hailu (later emperor

’Ibid., p. 63.

* Mesfin Woldemariam, Worku Tefera,Tadesse Tamrat, Merid Wolde Aregay and others, “Yi Ethiopiana
Sudan Wosen Tarik” Kise 1 Tikimt 1975 E.C, IES, MS 1872, pp. 3-4.

“Sven Rubenson, The Survival of Ethiopian Independence (Addis Ababa: Kuraz Publishing Agency, 1991), p.
208.

> Ibid. (Rubenson quoting G. Douin, Histoire du régne du Khedive Ismail Tome 11 pp. 37-38).
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Tewodros) who was “a man of the western frontier”® before he became emperor, was defeated

at Dabarqi in 1848 fighting the Egyptians on the western frontier.’ (See Map Appendix xv)

Yohannis 1V after his war with Egypt in 1875/76 wanted to regain all of what he regarded as
Ethiopian border territories previously lost to Egypt in the 1830s and 1840s, using negotiation
with Egypt (See Map Appendix [5). The military victories of Gundet (1875) and Gura (1876)
were not rewarding for Ethiopia. The Egyptians remained in control of occupied regions and
posts. Yohannis did not want to risk his victory by continuing his attack on the Egyptian troops
with an exhausted army. He also wanted to avoid any adverse reaction of European powers to
the crisis.® Thus he preferred avoiding or postponing further war to pushing his victory to its
logical conclusion. Instead, he once again chose to try a peaceful resolution. In 1881 the
Mahdist movement broke out in Sudan. The British occupied Egypt in 1882. In the following
two or three years the Mahdists attacked and drove out Egyptian troops from occupied regions
and encircled them on the Ethio-Sudanese border. Britain sought means to relieve the trapped
Egyptian troops. Hence, Britain wanted to sign a peace treaty that would end the Ethio-Egyptian
conflict. To this end the Hewett Treaty (also known as Adwa Treaty) was signed on 3 June

1884. It concluded the Ethio-Egyptian conflict through British diplomatic intervention. °

By the 3" article of the treaty Ethiopia promised to facilitate the evacuation of the Egyptian
army from its encircled position in eastern Sudan, through military help against the Mahdists.
The treaty promised Ethiopia the restoration of Bogos (capital Keren, which is now in Eritrea)

and giving Ethiopia a sea port as a sea outlet. In fulfillment of the terms of the Hewett Treaty,

® Rubenson, p. 208.

" Ibid., p. 140, p. 206.

" Bahru, History of Modern Ethiopia..., pp. 53-54.
? Rubenson, pp, 352-354,

191



Tewodros) who was “a man of the western frontier™ before he became emperor, was defeated

at Diibarqi in 1848 fighting the Egyptians on the western frontier.” (See Map Appendix xv)

Yohannis IV after his war with Egypt in 1875/76 wanted to regain all of what he regarded as
Ethiopian border territories previously lost to Egypt in the 1830s and 1840s, using negotiation
with Egypt (See Map Appendix 15). The military victories of Gundet (1875) and Gura (1876)
were not rewarding for Ethiopia. The Egyptians remained in control of occupied regions and
posts. Yohannis did not want to risk his victory by continuing his attack on the Egyptian troops
with an exhausted army. He also wanted to avoid any adverse reaction of European powers to
the crisis.® Thus he preferred avoiding or postponing further war to pushing his victory to its
logical conclusion. Instead, he once again chose to try a peaceful resolution. In 1881 the
Mahdist movement broke out in Sudan. The British occupied Egypt in 1882. In the following
two or three years the Mahdists attacked and drove out Egyptian troops from occupied regions
and encircled them on the Ethio-Sudanese border. Britain sought means to relieve the trapped
Egyptian troops. Hence, Britain wanted to sign a peace treaty that would end the Ethio-Egyptian
conflict. To this end the Hewett Treaty (also known as Adwa Treaty) was signed on 3 June

1884. It concluded the Ethio-Egyptian conflict through British diplomatic intervention. 4

By the 3" article of the treaty Ethiopia promised to facilitate the evacuation of the Egyptian
army from its encircled position in eastern Sudan, through military help against the Mahdists.
The treaty promised Ethiopia the restoration of Bogos (capital Keren, which is now in Eritrea)

and giving Ethiopia a sea port as a sea outlet. In fulfillment of the terms of the Hewett Treaty,

® Rubenson, p. 208.

" Ibid., p. 140, p. 206.

® Bahru, History of Modern Ethiopia..., pp. 53-54.
? Rubenson, pp, 352-354.
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Yohannis ordered his military general, Ras Alula, to rescue the Egyptian army trapped in the
Sudan. Ras Alula accomplished his mission fighting with the Mahdist troops at the battle of
Kufit in 23 September 1885." Bogos was returned to Ethiopia, but Massawa was handed to
Italy. The Italians, the watchdogs of the British, occupied Massawa on 5 February 1885."" So
“as a result of the dishonesty of British diplomacy, he [Yohannis] turned out to have traded one

weak enemy for two strong ones, the Mahdist state and [taly.” (See Map Appendix xvi)'?

Sudan-was conquered by a combined British and Egyptian force between1896-1898 and became
the ‘Anglo-Egyptian Condominium’."* Towards the end of the 19" century the Sudanese colonial
authorities and the British Foreign Office were concerned with the delimitation of the Sudan’s
eastern and south-eastern boundary with Ethiopia.MOn 10 April 1891 (Miazia 14, 1883 k.,
Emperor Menelik II sent a circular letter to the European powers. In his circular letter Menelik
defined what he considered the borders of Ethiopia to be.' According to Marcus, the western

border that was claimed by Menelik

Jollowed a line which starts from Arafale on the sea, the
ltalian border, stretches across the plain of Je era toward the
west, and extends to Mahio, Halai, Digsa, and up to Gura
Adibaro. Starting from Adibaro, it extends to the meeting
point between the Mereb and Arated River and then extends
Jarther south to the meeting point between the Rivers Atbara
and Setit where is the town of Tomat [where the town of
Tomat is] From Tomat, the boundary includes the province

' Bahru, A History of Modern Ethiopia..., p. 58.

" Ibid., pp. 54-55.

* Rubenson, p. 362.

¥ Bahru, A History of Modern Ethiopia..., p. 82.

“ Bahru Zewde, “Relations between Ethiopia and the Sudan on the Western Ethiopian Border 1898-1935”( PhD
Thesis University of London, 1976), p. 65.

* Harold Marcus, “Ethio-British Negotiation Concerning the Western Border with Sudan, 1896-1902" in Journal
of African History, Volume IV, No. | (1963), p. 82.
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of Gedaref and extends to the meeting point between the

White Nile and Sobat Rivers...."° (See Map 2)

Map 4: Menelik’s definition of Ethiopian territory in 1891
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The interest of Menelik was to restore what he called the ancient boundaries of Ethiopia up to
Khartoum and Lake Nyanza. He believed that the westernmost limit of his empire was the

White Nile-Sobat junction.'” He made his largest claims probably as a future negotiating ploy

'® Ibid., p. 83.
7 Bahru Zewde, “Relations Between Ethiopia and the Sudan ...”, p. 66.
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since as Rubenson comments he “showed little restraint when he drew the frontier in the west,

south and east.”'®

Following the victory of Adwa, which confirmed Ethiopian independence, the British
government like other European governments thought that it was necessary to establish
permanent diplomatic relations with Ethiopia. The British government thought that Ethiopia
was important as a political factor in Africa. Thus in November 1897, the British Foreign Office
appointed John Lane Harrington, the Consular Officer at Zeila, as the British Agent in Ethiopia.
Concerning the western border, Harrington was instructed the line he should follow in

negotiations between Egypt and Ethiopia. '

The fall of Omdurman to the British seemed to have changed the political situation for Ethiopia.
Omdurman, the Mahdists’ capital, fell to the British in 1898 and Sudan became the Anglo-
Egyptian Condominium.” After the battle of Omdurman, Kitchener dispatched a letter to
Menelik announcing his victory over the “Dervishes™ (i.e. the Mahdists), who according to him
were common enemies of both Ethiopia and Great Britain, and the liberation of the Sudanese
from the tyrannical rule of the Khalifa. Kitchener also mentioned “the liberation of the
Ethiopian captives in Omdurman...Menelik, in replying to Kitchener’s letter, hailed what he

. ol 321
regarded as a victory for all Christians.”

Harrington was instructed by his government to open border negotiations with Menelik. He was

instructed to tell Menelik that the British government had no intention of intruding on any

- Rubenson, p. 393.

“Marcus, p. 85.

* Ibid., p. 87.

o Bahru, “Relations Between Ethiopia and the Sudan...”, p. 64.
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territory that belonged to “Abyssinia” (Ethiopia). Harrington was also instructed to tell Menelik
that Great Britain claimed the territory between Ethiopia and the Nile which had formerly
belonged to Egypt. The first round of negotiations began in early April of 1899. Menelik told
Harrington that nothing had been changed. He stood on the claims of his 1891 declaration.
Harrington on his part told Menelik that the British government did not accept Menelik’s 1891
declaration. Menelik claimed that the occupation Britain demanded of places like Gallabat and
Gera was not correct. He argued that he had flags and garrisons in both Gallabat and Gera.
Harrington replied that Menelik had flags and garrisons in places like Gallabat and Gera by
taking advantage of the British involvement with the Mahdists. Though Menelik complained
that Gallabat and Gera had always been Ethiopian, Harrington did not accept it. He argued that
there was contrary evidence. Menelik then argued the ancient historical claims of Ethiopia to
areas in the Sudan. To Harrington, ancient historical claim did not count for much in modern
negotiations because it was open to doubt. According to Harrington, all these differences must

be negotiated.™

The second conference took place on 22 April 1899. Harrington presented a map that showed in
detail the area that Great Britain claimed as formerly occupied by Egypt. Harrington argued that
the line which ran south from Todluc to Khor Yabus and areas like Hamran, Kedawi, Gallabat,
Debaineh, Dares-Somati, Dar Gubba, Dar Gumuz and Beni Shangul were Egyptian territories.
Menelik was interested only in Beni Shangul for different reasons. First, he wished to exploit
the gold mines. Second, he wanted Beni Shangul for its strategic importance because it was near
to the navigable portions of both the Blue and White Niles. Harrington promised that he might

be prepared to make an arrangement to suit Menelik’s wishes. The third session of negotiation

*Marcus, pp. 88-89.
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was opened on 19 May 1899. The main issue in this session was the argument over the Beni
Shangul area. According to Harrington’s offer, Beni Shangul was to be given to Menelik if the
concessions for gold mining in the area would be guaranteed to British capitalists. Menelik

1 | 1 23
agreed. Then in principle, the border problem was solved.

The only problem that remained without answer was the case of Méttdma, a town in Gallabat
province which was important both strategically and commercially. The question was who was
to have Mittima? Menelik asked Harrington to tell his government that he did not wish to
claim Mittima as a right but he asked the British Government, for friendship’s sake, to let him
have Mittdma, on account of the Christians there. Menelik also stated that Emperor Yohannis
IV had been killed in Mittima, and many of his people who had previously lived in Mittdma
had been scattered from there. It was for these reasons that Ethiopia wished to have it.
Harrington in consultation with his government stated that Great Britain only needed the fort
which was in the new town. It was decided to give Menelik the old town east of Khor
Abnakara as a commercial enclave. Menelik did not like the arrangement, but Alfred Ilg
convinced him to accept it. Finally the arrangement was agreed on 14 May 1900. Harrington
on the whole was successful in obtaining a line more to the advantage of the Sudan. The

5. o e g ~ s 5 . o 24
British government was satisfied with the outcome of Harrington’s negotiations.

Treaties between Great Britain and Ethiopia, and between Great Britain, Italy and Ethiopia,
relative to the frontiers between the Sudan, Ethiopia, and Eritrea were signed in Addis Ababa on

15 May 1902.%

* Marcus, p- 89.
* Ibid., p. 90.
* Sir E. Hertslet, The Map of Africa by Treaty, Volume 11, Nos. 95 to 259 (London: Frank Cass, 1967), p.431.
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The Anglo-Ethiopian Treaty of 1902 was designed to determine the frontier between the Sudan
and Ethiopia. In an annex to this treaty. the British, Ethiopian and Italian Governments
included a number of agreed modifications to the frontier between the Sudan and Eritrea, and
to the frontier between Ethiopia and Eritrea. The latter treaty survived until the Italo-Ethiopian
War of 1935-36 and was re-established by the British Military Administration in 1941,
remaining in force until the Ethiopian-Eritrean Federation in 1952. But the Sudan-Ethiopian
border, the outcome of the previous Ethio-British negotiations concerning the western border
with the Sudan between Emperor Menelik and the British Agent in Ethiopia, Lt. Col.
Harrington, was defined by the 1902 Treaty. The treaty was written both in Amharic and

English languages. It comprised Five Articles.”®

According to Article I of the Anglo-Ethiopian Treaty,

The frontier between the Soudan and Ethiopia agreed on between
the two Governments shall be: the line which is marked in red on
the map annexed to this treaty in duplicate and traced from Khor
Um Hagar to Gallabat, to the Blue Nile, Baro, Pibor and Akobo
Rivers, to Melile thence to the intersection of the B degree north
latitude with 35" degree longitude East of Greenwich.””

According to Article I of the Treaty,

The boundary as defined in Art. I, shall be delimited and
marked on the ground by a joint Boundary Commission. which
shall be nominated by the hwo High Contracting Parties, who
shall notify the same o their subjects afier delimitation. 4

’® edward Ullendorff, “The Anglo-Ethiopian Treaty of 1902” in Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African
Studies, University of London Fiftieth Anniversary, Volume XXX, part Il (1967), p.641.
27,0 5
Ibid., p. 643.
* Hertslet, p. 431.



The Tripartite annex to this treaty was designed to adjust and modify the Ethiopian-Eritrean and the
Sudan-Eritrean frontiers and superseded a previous provisional agreement entered into by Britain and
Italy in 1900-1.” The treaty was prepared in Amharic, Italian and English languages and signed by His
Majesty the Emperor of Ethiopia, Menelik [I. Major Ciccodicaola. the Italian Minister in Ethiopia, and

Lieutenant Colonel Harrington, His Britannic Majesty’s Agent in Ethiopia. The treaty was composed of

two Articles.””

According to Article | of the treaty,

The frontier Treaty between Ethiopia and Eritrea previously
determined by the line Tomat-Todluc is mutually modified in the
Jollowing manner:

Commencing from the junction of the Khor Um Hagar with the
Setit, the new frontier follows this river to its junction with the
Maietebe, following the latter’s course so as to leave Mount Ala
Tacura to Eritrea and joins the Mareb as its junction with the Mai
Ambessa.

The line from the junction of the Setit and Maieteb to the junction
of the Mareb and Mai Ambessa shall be delimited by Italian and
Ethiopian delegates so that the Canama [Kunama] (ribe belongs
to Eritrea.”’

According to Article I1 of the treaty,

The frontier between the Soudan and Eritrea instead of that
delimited by the English and ltalian delegates by the Convention
of the 1 6™ April, 1901, shall be the line which from Sabderat is
traced via Abu Jamal [Abu Gamal] to the junction of the Khor
Um Hagar with the Setit.”?

** Ullendorff, p. 641.
0 Ibid., p. 647.

! Hertslet, p. 433.

% Ullendorff, p. 649.
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Great Britain’s ratification of the Anglo-Ethiopian Treaty was presented to Emperor Menelik
on 28" October 1902. In December 1902, Major Gwynn left Khartoum to act as Sudan

11
s e

Commissioner in the demarcation of the Sudan-Ethiopian border.

Article 11 of the Anglo-Ethiopian Treaty of 1902 stated that the line delimited should be
demarcated by officers of the two governments. But what happened was that Major Gwynn
alone traveled the whole frontier from the Sitit to the Baro during the spring and early
summer of 1903.*" Major Gwynn, the British Boundary Commissioner, demarcated the line
(with heaps of stones) and a General Description was constructed and signed by him, dated

June 27, 1903.%

In this demarcation, the line Gwynn actually marked out
departed from that marked in red on the trealy map in several
places for reasons which he alone thought adequate, and in a
way which he thought roughly balanced out and was, thus,
generally, fair to each state.”®(See Map 3)

* Marcus, p. 94.

3 pavid Hamilton, “Ethiopia’s Frontiers: The Boundary Agreements and their Demarcation, 1896-1956,” (PhD
Thesis in Political Science, Oxford University, 1974), p. 303.

* |an Brownlie, African Boundaries: A Legal and Diplomatic Encyclopedia (London: C. Hurst and Company,
1970), p. 857.

* Hamilton, p. 303.
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Map 5: Frontier Line on Treaty Map
Frontier Demarcated -----------------
The Sudan-Ethiopia boundary as agreed on 1902, showing the deviations to this line

incorporated in Gwynn’s Demarcation of 1903

Source: Hertslet, p.437

In the middle of November 1902 Menelik, according to Gwynn, had told Harrington that he
would allow Gwynn to represent Ethiopia’s interests if he was appointed to represent Sudan’s
interests in the boundary demarcation. However, there is no official order or signed appointment
emanating from the Ethiopian government which has ever been found to support Gwynn’s
claim.” It seems likely that Gwynn’s claim was true because otherwise Menelik’s officers on the
borders would not have allowed Gwynn to work as he did. Those officials must have received

some instructions from Menelik but these instructions have disappeared.”®

37 .
Ibid., p. 305.
38 Archives of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder IES MS 1872, “Ya Gwynn Wikilna”, Qitse 3, Tikimt

1975 E.C, p. 139.
200




Though the Gwynn line of 1903 was represented on official British maps of the Sudan, at various
times Ethiopia later contested the demarcation by Gwynn and argued that the unilateral
procedure did not bind her. However, the Ethiopian government did not contest the validity of
the 1902 treaty. The areas that were affected by the difference of view were the El Fashaqa

triangle and the region of Sitit-Huméira.”

The Sudan became independent on January 1, 1956." In February 1956 diplomatic relations
between Ethiopia and independent Sudan began. When this relation was initiated the Ethiopian
government was hoping to strengthen the historical and cultural ties between the two countries.
Both countries soon raised their diplomatic representation from liaison officers to the level of
embassies.! In order to promote cordial relations between the two sister countries a Sudanese-
Ethiopian Society was established in November 1956 with members in both countries.”
Nevertheless, Ethiopia faced border problems with Sudan because of the Gwynn line which
Ethiopia challenged and in any case was not even clear on the ground. A newly independent
Sudan was perhaps likely to be more strongly nationalist and intransigent about territory than a
colonial British administration in the Sudan. Then the situation was worsened by other political

antagonisms as described below.

The Nile waters question was at times contentious between Ethiopia and the Sudan, as when on
Nov.8, 1959 Egypt and the Sudan signed an agreement for the full utilization of the Nile waters

between them. This was a unilateral agreement without Ethiopia’s participation.‘“

*Brownlie, p. 857; Addis Zimdn, Hamlé 1, 1959 E. C., p. 5.
“© Brownlie, p. 856.
" The Ethiopian Herald, February 11, 1956, p.1
42 5
Ibid.
%3 Teferi Mekonnen, “The Eastern Nile Water Issue: A History of Contradiction, Mistrust and Attempts at
Cooperation, 1950s to 2002” (PhD Thesis, Department of History, Addis Ababa 2013), p.123.
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The outbreak of civil wars in southern Sudan in 1955 as well as in Eritrea in 1962 became
obstacles to the friendly diplomatic relations and the long standing frontier trade between
Ethiopia and the Sudan. Then both neighboring countries began to support and encourage
cross-border guerrilla forces from either side. Sudan adopted radical Arabism from 1964
onwards and actively encouraged and assisted Eritrean guerrilla fighters. This resulted in
enmity between Ethiopia and Sudan.™ Ethiopia officially denied any encouragement to South
Sudanese rebels but official denials by governments often indicate that the truth is what is
being denied. According to Regassa,

In 1964 the Imperial Ethiopian government Minisiry of

Foreign Affairs in a note to the Ministry of the Interior

indicated that the Sudanese government had complained of the

lack of co-operation and assistance from Ethiopia o solve the

problem of the Southern Sudan. The Foreign Ministry,

however, claimed that the South Sudanese refugees were given

refuge in Ethiopia as long as they never resorted lo any

subversive activily against the Sudanese government, and as

much as possible Ethiopia had closed her borders to rebels
. . . . 45
who committed crimes in the Sudan.”

On June 29, 1965 the Ethiopian Minister of Defense warned the Sudanese government to
stop trafficking arms into Ethiopia and allowing the Eritrean fighters to open offices in
Sudan, otherwise, Ethiopia would be forced to respond to such illegal acts. However, On July
28. 1965 the two countries agreed to stop activities harmful to each other’s national interests
like support for secessionist movements, transfer and traffic in arms and hostile propaganda.
They also agreed to respect boundaries and stop incursions into each other’s territories.

Before the signing of the agreement, “Ethiopia had handed over many southern Sudanese

- Regassa, p. 85.
* Ibid., p. 88.



refugees from Gambella to the Sudan. ... the Sudan also repatriated ... Eritrean rebel leaders

1 5 % T
to the Ethiopian authorities who were later on hanged.”™

On July 30. 1965 Ethiopian and Sudan goodwill mission met in Addis Ababa and issued a
joint communiqué at the end of three-day talks. It stated a determination to preserve the unity
and territorial integrity of each state. Both parties agreed to respect the boundaries based on
the treaties, agreements or protocols. They also agreed to establish a Joint Consultative

Committee that could give instructions to a Joint Boundary Commission."’

Despite attempts at resolving problems between governments, and the fact that both
governments accepted the 1902 Treaty, during the imperial period the border problem greatly
affected farming and trade in the arca of my dissertation before and after the independence of
Sudan. The border guards in Ethiopia were weak compared to Sudanese border guards. The
Ethiopian border guards were simple farmers. While the border guards in Chilga had some
monthly salary, about 160 border guards in Armachiho had no salary at all. All the border
guards did not even have any identification card. But they had their own guns and were in
most cases using their guns for looting. They had no knowledge of the border line. Generally

speaking, they were described by the province Director as good for nothing."

On 12 Yéikatit 1945 E.C (February 6, 1953) Sudanese soldiers crossed the border, came to
Godibé and took Ddjjazmach Rashid to Sudan by force. They took his property and

imprisoned him for 3 years. In the same year in April Sudanese soldiers came and took a gun

“© Ibid., pp. 88-90.

“TThe Ethiopian Herald, July 30, 1965, pp. land 5.

archives of the Institute of Ethiopian Studies, Folder IES MS 2351 a letter from Kafiazmalch Bakéla Zaldlaw,
Begemeder and Simien Province Director to Ddjazmatéh Kifle Ergdtu, Ministry of Interior Acting Minister,
Reference No. 35/1363/57 Miozia 6, 1957 E.C,, p. 1-2.
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from Sheik Abuskin, the Chiga Shum (village chief) of Koréddm by force and went away. On
Mcigabit 28, 1948 E.C (April 6. 1956) Sudanese soldiers met priest Getu Bitéweligi and
Abdurihman Eshitu on the Guang River when they were travelling for trade. The soldiers
looted their money and took their guns. They killed priest Gétu and took Abdurihman with
them. Abdurahman was taken to prison. He was released after 3 years in prison. In March
1952 E.C. Sudanese soldiers crossed the border and entered Godibé, Arafa and Béridkit
villages. They took away and imprisoned Tdmisgin Gibri Hiwiit and five other people for 7
months.” On June 2, 1966 (Ginbot 26, 1958 E.C) Ethiopian nationals on the border were
mistreated and harassed by Sudanese armed forces that had illegally entered the Ethiopian
territory of Satit-Humira. They invaded Ethiopian territories like Umbarakit and Lugdi. They
even came as far as the Rauian River and detained 337 labourers as well as farmers. They also
took 5 modern tractors and 5 wide-level disc harrows. At the beginning of 1959 E.C, the
farmers in S#tit- Humdra under the leadership of Qcgnazmach Gibra-Hiwot Tdsfay who was
the “leba adim” (thief hunter) of the area at that time crossed the Sudanese border and
occupied Sudanese land and started farming. They also decided to take up arms to confront
Sudanese incursions if necessary. But Ethiopian government troops came and told the

Ethiopian farmers not to confront the Sudanese invaders but to stay where they were.”

On 3 January 1967 Ethiopia and the Sudan agreed among other things to respect and
recognize the status quo along the Ethio-Sudanese frontier. The two parties further agreed to
allow farmers to farm as they used to along the Ethio-Sudanese frontier until a Joint Boundary

Commission completed its task of either demarcation or re-demarcation as the case might be.

* Mesfin, Werku, and Others, p. 4.
“atakilt, p. 134,
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The Sudan side also agreed to release all Ethiopian farmers who were detained by the

authorities of the Government of the Republic of the Sudan and also to return all the tractors

and all other confiscated properties and harvest of the Ethiopian farmers, if any.”!
The two parties, after reviewing the work of the Boundary
Commission, have agreed that the treaty governing the Erh[()~
Sudanese Frontier from Khor Unm Hagm lo intersection of g
degree of north latitude with the 35" degree longitude east of

Greenwich is the treaty of 15 May 1902 and its annexed
7
map.5”

Emperor Haile Sellasie during his visit to Sétit-Huméra on 11 January 1967 told the Humira
farmers not to take any acts of revenge against the Sudanese but to stay where they were. He

stated that there was an understanding between the two countries to solve the border

53

problem.

According to the agreement of 3 January 1967 between Ethiopia and the Sudan, the Sudanese
government released the Ethiopian farmers and returned all the tractors and the other

54

confiscated properties in 1967.

Nevertheless, problems continued, and the Sudanese official forces seem to have been
antagonistic and more aggressive in the lowland areas. On Hidar 17-19, 1960 E.C (Nov. 26-
28. 1968) Sudanese soldiers crossed the border and entered Abdérafi repeatedly. They
imprisoned farmers and looted their properties. Sudanese famers entered Junit in Armachiho
Wiirdida and started to farm the land by claiming that the area belonged to Sudan. Ethiopian

border soldiers then went to the area. They captured the Sudanese farmers and their tractors.

IThe Ethiopian Herald, January 4, 1967, p.1.
*Ibid., p. 5.

53 Addis Zdmdn, Tir 3,59 E.C, p. 1

** Atakilt, p. 135.



Finally, however, fearing retaliation from the Sudan. the Sudanese farmers were released with
their tractors, after being made to sign that they would pay fines, which in fact they were not

really expected to pay.”

Sudanese soldiers also repeatedly harassed Ethiopian farmers in Sétit wérdda by crossing the
border. Ethiopian officials in Gondar asked the central government to release a budget in order
to recruit 300 more rapid deployment forces in addition to those 500 who were on the border.
According to a diary of Lieutenant Colonel Tamirat Yigezu, the Governor General of
Begemeder and Simien, Ethiopia had only a small police force along the border compared to
Sudan which had inherited a strong army, better infrastructure and better local administration
from the British colonial administration. The fertile Ethiopian northwest lowlands on the
Sudanese border were therefore not secure.”® We should remember, however, that Ethiopia
could be aggressive across the border. In the southern Sudan (far to the south of my
dissertation area) British administration and armed forces were not large in World War I and
remained small for financial reasons in the interwar period. As a result the southern Sudan and
Uganda had suffered heavily from well armed Ethiopian raiders who poached ivory, looted
cattle and captured slaves.”” A private traveler from Khartoum to Tanganyika in 1924

commented on things on the way. In Mongalla province in southern Sudan, “we had ample

opportunity for deploring the efficiency of the Abyssinian raiders who come down...and return

**Archive of North Gondar Administration Office, a diary of Lieutenant Colonel Tamirat Yigezu, Governor-
General of Begemeder and Simien on the issues that were presented to Emperor Haile Sellasie, date Tahsas 13,
1960 E.C, pp. 1-2.

** Ibid., p.2.

*" ) H.R. Yardley, Parergon or Eddies in Equatoria (London and Toronto: J.M. Dent and Sons Ltd, 1931), pp. 14,
18 and 19.
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leisurely with their ivory...enslaving a few hundred wretched Dobossa or Turkana to carry for

them. Nothing is done about this. The local [British] officials are inadequately equipped”.‘ig

The Governor General requested the emperor to allow him to bring the lowland wdrddas into
one Awraja Administration. The wdrddas he proposed to form into one Awraja were Méttima
wardda, Quara werdda, and Mahbird Selassie Monastery from Chilga Awrgja, Armachiho
wiircida (only lowland area) from Gondar Awraja and Sitit Weirdda from Wigéra Awraja. The
Governor General argued that bringing these wérddas into one awraja was important for
administrative, security and economic purposes. This issue was discussed in the parliament and
finally the emperor approved the new administrative formation and its necessary budget to start
as of 1969 (See Map Appendix xiv).>” However, this administrative structure was not

implemented for unknown reasons.

Relations between Ethiopian farmers and Sudanese farmers in the Humira area on the border
were still not good. For instance, on 4™ September 1969, the Democratic Republic of the
Sudan, Kassala Province, Gedaref District Police Headquarters, complained that 800 head of
cattle had been stolen in August 1969 by some Ethiopians residing at Abdarafi.®” In 1970 the
Sudanese government again complained that 1500 head of cattle had been stolen by some
Ethiopians. The Ethiopian police station in Sitit-Humara studied the case and finally found

some of the said heads of cattle in Wilqait. This looting was in fact by Ethiopian farmers who

58 Michael H. Mason, Deserts /dle (London: Hodder and Stoughton, no date of publication given but probably
soon after 1924), p. 62.

%A Diary of Lieutenant Colonel Tamirat...,p. 4.

& archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder m/299/1/12, Seid Ahmed Huss.lcn
Superintndent of Police, Gedaref Scheme to Imperial Ethiopian Government, Humadra Governor, 4" of
September 1969, pp. 1-2.
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at times engaged in bandttry6 and were behaving in accordance with long-standing border

tradition activities when opportunity offered.

On March 1971, the Ministerial Consultative Committee of Ethiopia and the Sudan met in
Khartoum and agreed to strengthen their relations in all fields and to help the Ministerial
Committee: a Commission from the two countries’ regional Governor Generals would work in a
new spirit. They also agreed to form the Boundary Commission of both countries as soon as
possible. The head of the Ethiopian delegation to Khartoum was Aro Ketema Yifru, Minister of
Foreign Affairs. A Joint Study Group of experts travelled by river transport on the Baro, Akobo

and Sobat then met in Addis Ababa to work for the expansion of bilateral trade in the region.®

In 1972, President Nimeiri accepted negotiations for a peace process with the southern rebel
group known as Anyanya or Anya-Nya [ (1955-1972) (Anyanya took its name from a kind of
poisonous snake). Ethiopia played a good role in negotiating the 1972 Addis Ababa peace
process. However, a new separatist movement known as Anyanya 11 (1972-1987) started the
second Sudanese civil war. Nevertheless, the Sudan peace agreement helped Ethiopia to create
good relations for a time with Sudan. Following the peace process President Nimeiri of the
Sudan tried to mediate between Ethiopia and the Eritrean rebels. However, this was in vain

because Haile Selassie was reluctant to enter the peace process.”

' Archive of North Gondar Administration Office, Folder m/299/1/12 Wagara Awraja Tsatita, Humdara Wérdda
Police to Wagara Awraja Police, No. M2/1070/61, 4/1/62 E.C, p. 1; A letter from Begemidir and Simien Provincial
Police to Walqait Wdrdda Governor, No. 3749/29/907, 29/1/62 E.C, p. 1; Begemeder and Simien Deputy
Governor-General to Waélgait Wérdda Governor, No. 209/4206/12 Tikimt 3, 1962 £. C , p. 1.

® Addis Zimdn, Mdgabit 18, 1963 E. C, pp.land 5.

% Regassa, p. 95.



On Mcgabit 30. 1964 E.C (March 9, 1972), a meeting of high level government officials of

Ethiopia was held. The principal participants were as follows:

| Ato Getahun Tessema. Interior Minister, Chairman 2. Lieutenant General Kebede Gebre,
Defence Minister, Member 3. Dr. Minase Haile, Foreign Minister, Member 4. Dr. Testaye
Geberezgi, Information Minister, Member 5. Déjazmach Tsehayu Inquselassie, Governor-

General of Keffa, Member and 6. Lieutenant Colonel Tamirat Yigezu, Governor General of

Begemeder and Simien, Member.
Experts were also in the meeting to supply information to the meeting. These experts were:

| Weiizcirit Yodit Imiru. State Minister of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 2. Afo Legese Bezu,
State Minister of Ministry of Interior 3. Afo Getachew Kibret, Legal Adviser of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs 4. Dr. Bereketeab H/ Selassie, Legal Adviser of the Ministry of Interior 5. Afo
Mengestie Desta, Ambasador, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 6. Fitawrari Kebede Desta, Governor
General and Mayor of Bahir Dar Awraja 7. Ato Mohammad Hamid Ibrahim, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, 8. Ato Getachew T/Mariam, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and 9. Dr. Fitigu Tadesse,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 10. Ato Taye Reta. Ministry of Land Reform, Team Leader 11. Ato
Seyoum Asgedom, Ministry of Water Resource, Member 12. Major, Shewaye Admassu,
Ministry of Intelligence, Member 13. Major Tesfaye Wolde Selassie, Ministry of Defense,

Member, and 14. Afo Wuhib Mulneh Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Member.*!

6ﬂArchive of the Institute of Ethiopian Studies, Folder IES MS 2351Minute of a Meeting of High Level Government
Officials in the Ministry of Interior, Mdgabit 11, 1964 E.C, pp. 1-2.

209



The objective of the meeting was to discuss the Ethio-Sudan border in order to have a clear
stand as ordered by the emperor.” In their final discussion, they decided to accept Major
Gwynn’s demarcation line after assessing the report of Ethiopian border experts. They realized
that Ethiopia had gained more than 600 sq. kms. of land from the 1903 and 1909 demarcation of
major Gwynn, the Border Commissioner.”® (See the following Tables). It would have been

better for the Ethiopian government to have accepted the Gwynn line earlier.

Table 28: Land Ethiopia gained or lost in sq. kms. based on the 1903 Demarcation

Area Land left to Sudan (in Sq.kms) | Land left to Ethiopia (in sq. kms)
Huméra-Mattgma 70 242
Mittdma South ) 264
On Gojjam side ) . T
On Assosa, Wiilldga side 26 32
On Qellem, Wiilldga side o 759
On Maji, Kifta side - 585 _ _ I
Total 946 - _ j 1040
Difference 94
Table 29: Land gained in sq. kms based on 1909 demarcation
On Maji, Kiffa side | 66 _ 582
Difference . 516

Source for Tables 27, 28 and 29: Archives of the Institute of Ethiopian Studies, Minute of a Meeting of
High Level Government Officials, Ministry of Interior IES MS 2351, Mdgabit 11,1964 E.C. p. 12

 Ibid., p. 2.
*Ibid., p. 12.
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The objective of the meeting was to discuss the Ethio-Sudan border in order to have a clear
stand as ordered by the emperor.”” In their final discussion, they decided to accept Major
Gwynn’s demarcation line after assessing the report of Ethiopian border experts. They realized
that Ethiopia had gained more than 600 sq. kms. of land from the 1903 and 1909 demarcation of
major Gwynn, the Border Commissioner.”® (See the following Tables). It would have been

better for the Ethiopian government to have accepted the Gwynn line earlier.

Table 28: Land Ethiopia gained or lost in sq. kms. based on the 1903 Demarcation

Area Land left to Sudan (in Sq.kms) Land left to Ethiopia (in sq. kms)
_Humdra-Mittima | 7] R .
Mittdma South o 264 - -
On Gojjam side P 7
On Assosa, Wiilldga side 26 | 32
On Qellem, Willdga side - 759
On Maji, Kiffa side 585 I )
Total - 946 B N 1040
Difference 94 )
Table 29: Land gained in sq. kms based on 1909 demarcation
On Maji, Kiilfa side 66 - 582
Difference - 516

Source for Tables 27, 28 and 29: Archives of the Institute of Ethiopian Studies, Minute of a Meeting of
High Level Government Officials, Ministry of Interior IES MS 2351, Mdgabhit 11, 1964 E.C, p. 12

* Ibid., p. 2.
66 .
Ibid., p. 12.
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Note: The 1909 demarcation based on the 1907 Treaty on the eastern border of Ethiopia was cited to show how
much in total Ethiopia was gaining in border demarcations and therefore should accept both the 1903 (for my area)

and the 1909 demarcation.

The Minute of the Meeting of the High Level Government Officials also showed the area of land
in sq. kms. that was occupied by Ethiopian farmers. According to the officials the land that was
occupied by Ethiopian farmers beyond the Gwynn line in the Sudan was 442 sq. kms. This is

again shown on the following Table:

Table 30: Area of land that was occupied by the Ethiopian farmers in sq..kms.

Beyo-nd_th(-:mtieaiy Iin_e on_[-h_njmla Sldei - 640
Beyond the Gwynn line on Sitit side 435
Beyond the Gwynn Iine 01:1 E\fﬁ!léga Sidi ) 7 B
Total area of land occupied beyond Gwynn line (4?_)_5+ 7 442

Source: Archive of the [ES, Minute of a Meeting of High Level Government Officials, Ministry of Interior [ES MS
2351, Mdégabit 11, 1964 E.C, p. 13.

In the southern part of Mittdma in Méhbéréd Selassic Monastery, farmers had been allotted land
from Mirtrahad to Mirfain that entered Sudan as far as 10 kms. This was in total violation of the
Gwynn line. The Ethiopian government feared that this would raise a further serious border

confrontation, like the Sitit problem.®’

On the Satit-Humdra side, according to the Ethiopian government officials, Ethiopian farmers
had occupied the following areas by crossing Gwynn’s line: 1) Kormur (Kor Umar) 2)
Dibdlob  3) Miael Meda  4) Alkhadra 5) Riaddam  0) Lugdi  7) Giilae Zarafe  8) Kuma

9) Méachach 10) Banat 11) Giilae Nihal, and 12) Neguara.

7 Ibid., p. 14.



The total number of farmers was 283. Of these, 133 were tractor-owning farmers and 150 were
oxen farmers. In northern Abdérafi between the Angirib River and Gelae Luban Mountain
Ethiopian farmers occupied about 85 sq. kms. Among the farmers, 3 of them were tractor-
owning farmers and more than 15 of them were either tractor-renting or oxen farmers. Generally
speaking, the land that was occupied by the Ethiopian farmers from the Rauian River up to the
Angirdb River was 767sq.kms. Of this land, the area that was conducive to farming was 726
sq.kms. The farmers on Sitit-Huméra side had invested Birr 16, 487,000 in farming this land.
The farmers on Abddrafi side had also invested Birr 17, 270, 100. The farmers in both areas had
invested a total of Birr 33,757.100. In view of all this, the high level government officials
proposed to accept Gwynn’s 1903 demarcation line. They also suggested a compromise with the
Sudanese government on the areas beyond the Gwynn line that were occupied by the Ethiopian
farmers.°®

Why did the Ethiopian farmers go beyond the Gwynn line? According to the Ethiopian
Government high level officials, the Ethiopian farmers went beyond the Gwynn line for the
following reasons: (1) The need of farmland:; (2) the farmers, and also government officials, did
not know where the Gwynn line was; and (3) It was so casy for the farmers to raise cash crops

across the line.*’

On 18 July 1972, Dr Minase Haile, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, presented proposals on the

boundary issues to the Sudanese government on behalf of Ethiopia.

°% Ibid., pp. 17-21.
“Ibid., p. 6.



In the proposals, Ethiopia declared the basic acceptance of Major
Gwynn's demarcations on the basis of the 1902 and 1907 treaties
..., however, with doubts of the issues concerning the validity of
Gwynn's demarcation. As regards the boundary north of the Satit
River, Ethiopia had accepted the Tablot/ Martinelli demarcation
of February 1903 (as supplemented in 1916) as the boundary line
as far as Jebel Abu Gamal, which is the present day boundary
between ithe Sudan and Eritrea. For the purposes of re-
demarcation, Ethiopia proposed the division of the boundary
south of the Setit river into two parts, namely, the boundary south
of Mount Daglish and north of it.”"

The Ethio-Sudan Ministerial Consultative Committee convened a meeting in Addis Ababa on
July 25, 1972. The two sides settled the partially unsettled boundary problem between the two
countries. The representatives of the two parties were led by the foreign ministers of the two
states, namely, Dr Mansur Kalud, the Foreign Minister of the Sudan and Dr Minase Haile, the
Foreign Minister of Ethiopia. The meeting was held in a friendly manner to find a peaceful
solution to the long-standing problem. They also agreed to strengthen their trade relations.
According to the joint communiqué, both governments also agreed to retain the Tablot-Martinelli
demarcation lines of February 1903 from north of Sitit up to Abu Gamal. Basically they agreed
to accept Gwynn’s demarcation line north of the Sitit River. Concerning the frontier south of
Deglish Mountain, the two parties decided to re-delimit in the future and when the time came
both agreed to invite the Kenyan government to participate. As for Sitit, the two sides
determined to respect and recognize the status quo and decided to organize a special committee
to make a survey and study the cultivated areas of the nationals of the two parties. If any problem

arose in the future the Governor Generals of the two border countries were told to meet, discuss

% Regassa, pp. 110-111.



and solve problems.”' The Kenyan government appreciated the Ethio-Sudan agreement and the

invitation to Kenya to participate.

Both Ethiopia and Sudan were ready to demarcate their border. The Technical Commissioners
who were assigned by the Ethiopian government to demarcate the border together with the

Sudanese Technical Commissioners were:

I. Ato Getachew Kibret, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Chairman
2. Ato Taye Reta, Ministry of Interior, Member

. Ato Admassu Gebre Hiwet, Ministry of Land Reform, Member

(%)

4. Ato Welde Mariam Gebre Hiwet, Ministry of Interior, Member

wn

. Ato Wuhib Muluneh, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Member

[=x)

. Ato Tesfaye Alemayehu, Ministry of Land Reform, Member

7. Ato Alemayehu Mekonnen, Ministry of Interior, Member

oo

. Major Tessema H/ Gebriel, Ministry of Defence, Member

9. Lieutenant Alebachew Wond Yirad, Begemeder and Simien Province, Sétit-Humira Werdda

Governor, Member””

[n order to demarcate the border a budget that amounted to Birr 48,252,918.22 was needed. The

share of the Ethiopian government was Birr 22,181,328.22 and the share of the Sudanese

"' Addis Zimén, Hamle 23. 1964 E.C. p. 9.

2 Addis Zdmdn, Hamle 26, 1964 E.C, p. 1.

" Archive of the Ethiopian Institute, Folder IES MS 2351 an urgent secret letter from Getahun Tissdma,
Minister of Interior to TsahaT 'ezaz Aklilu Habtawold, Prime Minster, 22/21112. Scine 12. 1965 E.C. p. L.
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government was Birr 16,000,000. The remaining Birr 10,071,590 was to be covered by the

technical assistance of the government of Finland.”

The cost of demarcation to the Ethiopian government was larger than the cost to the Sudanese

government because of the following reasons.

(1) There was poor infrastructure on the Ethiopian side of the border compared to Sudan; (2) the
Ethiopian roads in the border area were impassable for wheeled traffic for the Ethiopian
Technical Commissioners. It was necessary to clear the roads with bulldozers and graders, doing
which was costly: (3) Ethiopia did not have skilled surveyors and necessary machinery for
surveying compared to Sudan and (4) the previous demarcation of the border area from Sitit
River to Ras Casar between the Eritrean province and Sudan was not complete and it needed Birr

5,000,000."

After the outbreak of the February 1974 Ethiopian Revolution, the relations between Ethiopia
and Sudan became worse and the agreement on the border demarcation was also affected.”
Egypt and the Sudan came together against Ethiopia, regarding it as vulnerable after the
revolution and the adoption of Marxism-Leninism. In July 1976 President Anwar Sadat of Egypt
and President Jaffar el Nimeiri of Sudan made a mutual defense agreement known as the
‘Charter of Integration” and in it asserted “the vital role played by the Nile valley in protecting

the entire Arab region and the African continent.” ”” Their interests were of course their own, not

™ Archive of the Ethiopian Institute, Folder [ES MS 2351, a letter from Getahun Téssima. Minister of Interior
to the Parliament about the Ethio-Sudan border demarcation, Reference No. 4566/22 Hidar 7, 1967 E.C, p.3.

™ Ibid., p. 3.

7® A letter from Ato Getahun Tesema . Interior Minister to The Council of Ministers in North Gondar Zone
Archive, IES, MS, 2352, Hidar 7, 1967 E.C..12.

" Teferi, p. 209.
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those of “the African continent” still less Ethiopia and its right to the Nile.”® Relations became
extremely poor in 1977. In fact with Sudanese troops massed along the Ethiopian Border, the two
countries “reached the brink war in January 1977.” ™ In April 1977 with the support of the
Sudanese government and other Arab countries the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF)
attacked Tassdndy, Om Hajir, Nakfa, Afabet. Sétit-Humdra, Abdérafi and Mittima in northern
and western Ethiopia. The Sudanese government under President Nimeiri. also offered every
facility to the Ethiopian Democratic Union (EDU) because the Sudanese government wanted to

violate the unity and territorial integrity of Ethiopia.*

The Ddrg authorities on their part gave all-round support to the Sudanese People’s Liberation
Army (SPLA) in order to weaken the Nimeiri regime by strengthening the military muscle of the
opposition movement. The Ddrg Provided the Sudanese People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) with
substantial military and logistic support in its struggle against the Khartoum government. In
addition to military and logistical support, the Diirg provided the SPLA with training facilities, a
radio station and sites for refugee camps in Gambélla and Assosa regions. Such kinds of support
continued throughout the 1970s and 1980s. With this situation, the relations between Ethiopia
and Sudan became bitterly antagonistic.’! However. by the end of the 1970s period Sudanese
soldiers did not come to the Ethiopian border and disturb farming™ probably because the Ddirg
had created large, well armed forces by the end of the 1970s, so that the border was more secure

than previously, and the Déirg would be likely to retaliate strongly against armed incursions.

" Ibid.

" Ibid., p. 211,

. Keesings Contemporary Archives Weekly Diary of World Events, Volume XXII1, June 24, 1977, p. 28422,
*! Regassa, p. 146.

*2 Informants: Sisay, Mingistu,and Mandifro



7.2 INTERNAL POLITICAL AND SECURITY PROBLEMS

The first hostile reaction to the 1974 Ethiopian Revolution came from nobles and landlords
whose political and social position had been swept away by the overthrow of the monarchy.
The nobles and landlords also reacted against the Diirg because their economic power was
destroyed by the land reform of 1975. The aristocratic opposition was organized into the
EDU. It was founded in March 1975 under the leadership of Ras Mingisha Seyoum, General
Niéga Tégén and Bitdwdddd Adina Mikondn. The first two were northern noblemen who had
married granddaughters of Emperor Haile Sellasie. The third leader was a former patriot, the
Awraja governor of Dabat in Gondar, and a loyal and faithful friend of the emperor. The EDU
gained tacit and sometimes open support from the Nimeiri government in the Sudan and
during 1975 and 1976 it controlled much of Gondar, especially the Humira area bordering the
Sudan.® Mattima, Abdarafi, Humira and Dabat were under the EDU between February and
April 1977 but the EDU forces were defeated by the Ethiopian militia force sent to Gondar in

June-July 1977. The EDU remained active for a time in Tigray."

Two other rebel groups were also operational in Tigray. The Tigrayan People’s Liberation
Front (TPLF) was set up in February 1975 by a group of left-wing students and peasants. It
superseded the Tigray National Organization that had been created three years earlier. The
Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Party (EPRP) after its defeat in the urban Red Terror
campaign retreated to a base in rural eastern Tigray in mid-1977. The EDU aristocratic leaders
failed to gain popular support because of the divisions between them and because they were

aristocrats and landlords and the TPLF became more attractive to the people. Finally the EDU

% Clapham, p. 60.
& Mega Asatami Derijit, Térarochin Yanqgcitdqdi Tewlid, Qitse 2 (Mega Publishers, A.A: 1990 E.C), pp.18-
and 34
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suffered defeat at the hands of the TPLF. The EPRP was also defeated by the TPLF and

. S N:
driven into Gondar.™

The EDU and the Ddrg fought each other in Mittima inl 975, 1976 and 1977. The EDU forces
were in control of Mittima, Kokit, Das, and other areas along the border. In 1977, in its fight
against the Ddrg, the EDU was supported by the elements of the Sudanese regular army.
However, the Dérg completely defeated the EDU forces at the end of August 1977. In the
fighting almost all houses, business premises, and churches and mosques were destroyed,*
Even after the defeat and collapse of the EDU forces, Gondar Province as a whole was not
stable. The Ddrg continued its struggle with other armed groups like the EPRP, TPLF and
EPLE.* The different Eritrean political groups “merged together in 1972 to form the Eritrean
Liberation Front and Popular Liberation Forces (ELF-PLF), reconstituted as the Eritrean
People’s Liberation Forces (EPLF) the following year.”® From the early 1970s two rival
political organizations, The Eritrean Liberation Front or Jabha and the Eritrean Popular
Liberation Forces or Sha'biva fought for supremacy. The “EPLF emerged as the dominant

force in 1981.7%

After the outbreak of the 1974 Ethiopian Revolution, Abdirafi became a battleground between
three opposing forces: the Ddrg, the EDU and the Ethiopian EPRP. But the farmers’
cooperatives existed until the beginning of the 1980s. Most of the farmers had joined the EDU

but some of them left in 1977 for the Sudan. Other cooperative farmers remained. Wakshum

Ibid..

% Dessalegn Bizuneh, pp. 49-50.

57 Ibid., p. 51,

% Bahru, 4 History of Modern Ethiopia ..., p. 220.

* Bahru, The Quest for Socialist Utopia The Ethiopian Student Movement ¢. 1960-1974 (Addis Ababa: Addis
Ababa University Press, 2014), p. 70.

218



Néwitd, his brother Nédga Nawitd and their uncle Bitwdiddd Adand Mikonin, prominent EDU
members who were also cooperative farmers, were killed in 1983 at different battles. Niga
Nawitd was killed by the Ddrg forces and Bitwdddid Adand Mikonidn and Wakshum Nawiti
were strongly believed to have been killed by the EPRP forces. Bitwdiddd Adind’s two
grandsons and his key supporters during his struggle, Sildshi Iyassu and Mulu Iyassu, were

also killed by the Diirg forces.”™

In May 1975 the EPLF attacked Om Hajér and Sétit-Humira and robbed properties from the
town and farmlands. The armed farmers in Sétit-Huméra resisted this robbery.m Generally
speaking, between 1975 and 1977 there was no peace and stability in Sitit-Humira, Abdérafi
and Mittédma areas. Farmers were insecure. They were not able to sell their crops owing to lack
of markets and insecure roads. The marketing system suffered badly. The prices mainly for
cotton and sorghum fell. On the other hand, the prices for different other commodities
skyrocketed. For instance, fuel, sugar, onions. red peppers. wheat flour, soft drinks and other
consumer goods were scarce and expensive. Eighty percent of the hotels, tea rooms and

. ’ . & . . 92
drinking houses in Humdra and its surrounding areas were closed.

Until 1976/77 the Wiilgait Satit-Humira Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative society, the Al-
Khadra Farm, the Armachiho-Godidbé-Abdirafi Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society
and the Mittima Mahbiri Sellasie Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society and the other

farmetrs’ Associations were not affected by the 1975 Land Proclamation. They were all active

0 Liku, see pages 242-243, 247-249, and 297-299 for further information.

! Atakilt, p. 137.

*Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office. Folder A% 91-Limat Bank. A letter from Sitit-Humiira
Warada Community Development to Gondar Provincial Community Development. 17/3/67 E.C.. p. 1.
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and were functioning under private control.” It was in 1976 that Mark (the local people also
used to call him Marco) Sideris, the Greek national and the General Manager of the Al Khadra
Farm who had come to Ethiopia from Egypt disliking the Egyptian “socialist” revolution,
again now fled through the Sudan disliking and hating Ethiopian “socialism™. His properties
were confiscated by the Darg”™ When the Dirg defeated the EDU, the tractor owners of the
Humiira, Abdédrafi and Mittima cooperative farmers left for the Sudan on Sciné 5.1969 E.C.
(June 12, 1977) with all their tractors and other important and valuable properties to live there
as political refugees leaving only the oxen ThrlTlers.%The_v also fled because unemployed
people from the towns, which my informants called “lumpens”, were coming to the farming

areas stealing and adding to the greatly disturbed condition.”

The Gondar Cotton Ginning and Processing Factory lacked raw material and became idle.
(See further information in Chapter 6, 6.4.1.3.1). Finally, it was nationalized on Sciné 1, 1969
(August 7, 1977) and given to Gondar State Farm on December 10, 1980. Factory workers
who were dissatisfied with the Dérg administration went to Sudan after the nationalization
and four other factory workers in 1977 were denounced as counter-revolutionaries and were

killed in the “Red Terror™.””’

” Archive of North Gondar Zone Administration Office, Folder ("7 91-Limat Bank, a letter from Agricultural
and Development Bank to WSHC Reference No. Ersha/065/68 Ginbot 3, 68 E.C. p-1; Archive of North Gondar
Zone Administration Office Folder 701/ N7 28/m-Limat , a letter from Sitit-Huméira Farmers (o Begemeder and
Simien Provincial Administration, Hamle 24, 1968 E.C, pp.1-2.

M Application letter from Humira farmers namely, Adugiia Ambaw, Mamay Bilay, Tadiissi Kibidi and others
(8 in number) to Major Nigash Tisfa Tsion, Representative of the Déirg in Humira, Tahsas 10, 68 E.C., p. 1.

' Atakilt, p.138.

“Informants: Sisay. Abira, Tibebu and Tika.

”’Archive of the Public Enterprises Trustee Board, Folder fan3 901 A@9-- LCOFT ALL NCL-T4.
ao Oz Box File No. 133, File No. 5-9 NA@snCeNE ¢A¢h UGS PNd- L7°Cl anpem,
ATIEC WETIS BCE h@-é-% ha Thh (A report from the Chairman..., pp.2-3.
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7 Archive of the Public Enterprises Trustee Board, Folder Cau N AT CCET QALL DCL-T14
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The boom in private commercial agriculture in Sitit-Humira, Abddrafi and Mittdma was
abruptly halted. The large private estates of Sitit-Humira were taken over as state farms.”
Though the state farm tried its best to practice modern agriculture in Huméra from 1978-1982

the result was disappointing as was discussed in chapter 6.

* Clapham, p. 104.
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FINAL CONCLUSION

Many African countries have economies strongly dominated by the agricultural sector.
Agriculture generates a significant proportion of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Tt still
provides employment for the majority of Africa’s people, but investment in the sector remains
low. One of the key issues to successful development in Asia and Latin America has been
mechanization. By contrast, the use of tractors in sub-Saharan A frica (SSA) remains very limited.
In most African countries there will be more urban dwellers than rural ones in the course of the
next two to three decades. It is critical to ensure food security for the entire population but feeding
the increasing urban population cannot be assured by an agricultural system that is largely
dominated by animal power and hand tool technology. Mechanization was also slow to come in
Ethiopian agriculture.

My study areas, both Abdirafi and Mittdma. are parts of the western lowlands extending
from north western Eritrea to the Gambéla area and further south. Malaria was rampant
during the rainy season and early settlement was deterred by high mortality rate from
malaria and other diseases. This serious problem for a long time prevented neighboring
highlanders from exploiting the land on a permanent settlement basis. In the Ethio-Sudan
boundaries,the Al Khadra Farm, managed by Marco Sideris, began modern agriculture in
Satit-Humara after the liberation.

Following the example of the Al Khadra Farm., many people came to  Sitit-Huméra and
converted the land which they had previously thought to be useless to a highly productive area.
Such agricultural activities also inspired other Awrajas and Weérdidas in the then Begemeder

and Simien province. Good examples of these were Abdirali and Mittima. Before the 1960s
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human settlement in Abdirafi and Mittma was scarce. After the 1960s, people started oxen
farming in both areas.

The farmers saw the formation of farmers™ cooperatives as an advantage because they faced
lack of capital and the traditional credit system (shell system) demanded a very high interest
rate. They were also forced to sell their products to the surrounding merchants at a lower price.
[t was this and other problems that led the farmers to turn to modern credit institutions.

With the help of the Ministry of National Community Development and Social A ffairs multi-
purpose farmers’ cooperatives were established in Abdirafi and Mittima. In terms of modern
agricultural coverage and years of establishment, Sitit-Humira, Abdirafi, and Mittima-

Mahbird Sellasie were first, second and third respectively.

Three different farms were established in Abdarafi. These were Armachiho-Godibe-Abdérafi
Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society Ltd. the Police Farm and the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church Development Commission. On the other hand, different famers® associations and
Mittama-Mahbird Sellasie Farmers’ Multi-Purpose Cooperative Society were formed in

Mittdma. They used tractors and benefited very much from duty-free fuel.

Despite the soil problem of waterlogging and the problem of crop pests and animal diseases
conditions were excellent for growing some rain-fed crops, mainly sesame, cotton and
sorghum in years when rainfall was not excessive. Over 50 per cent of the land became
cultivated by tractor. One major consequence of mechanized farming in Mittdma was the
eviction of the Gumuz people from Kokit and Wirkamba due to the pressure of newcomers
from the highlands. The land acquisition poses apparent threats to the economic, cultural, and

ecological survival of the indigenous Gumuz communities. According to informants, the
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Gumuz people do not cultivate their fields intensively. Rather, they cultivate a given plot of
land for about 3 to S years then leave it to lie fallow when a decline in yield is perceived.
Within their clan territory, new land is then cleared and cultivated in the same way until the
yield is again seen to deplete. But the problem that seeks solution is that most of their previous
lands have already been transferred to investors and the remaining will also inevitably be given

away.

The Development Bank of Ethiopia (DBE) was one of the financial institutions engaged in
providing short, medium and long term development credits. The AIDB made direct loans to
individual farmers and loans to cooperatives. The loans were long term (3-5 years) and short
term (1 year or less). Long term loans were secured by mortgages on titled urban property.
Interest rates that were charged on long term loans were about 91/2per cent. Short term loans
were given to individual farmers with a personal guarantor. The interest rate on short term
loans was 101/2 per cent. However the interest rates were too high. In most cases the
cooperative tarmers were not able to return their loans to the AIDB at the expected time for
different reasons.

Government lands in the borderlands were under direct control of the District Governor in
most Werddas. The local ballabat was also responsible in Tach Armachiho Weirdda. The
average size of land that was allotted to tractor farmers ranged from 400 to 600 gross hectares
per tractor. The average size of land that was allotted to oxen farmers ranged from 40 to 320
hectares. In Tach Armachiho wéirdda allocation of land was usually cleared by the ballabat
before a request was made to the District Governor.

Tractor farmers usually established contacts with the District Governor’s Office for land

registration, taxes, and duty-free fuel distribution. But the non-tractor farmers dealt with the
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Qdbdlle Shum for land registration and taxes. The Qcdbcdille Shum claimed labour service from

oxen farmers but not from tractor farmers.

Production taxes were the only form of taxation on farming in the study areas. In Sitit-Humdra,
Tach Armachiho, Sigide, and Wailqait Werddas, production taxes were paid according to an
estimate of assumed production made by government representatives. Qcibcille Shums and the

farmers every five years.

The cropping operations in particularly mechanized farming were clearing, cleaning,
ploughing, seeding, weeding and harvesting. The seeding periods of sesame, cotton and
sorghum were from June to July, and from June to the end of July and from July to September
respectively. Sesame was exported. Cotton was bought by the different cotton ginning and

processing factories and sorghum grain was used for domestic consumption in the north.

Large numbers of seasonal labourers were needed by the mechanized farmers. About 85
percent of the seasonal labourers were rural people who came to the study areas from the
highlands of Tigray, Eritrea, and Begemeder and Simien provinces working under hard
conditions.

Farming in Abddrafi and Mittdma suffered from transport difficulties which were only slowly
improved. To minimize the problem a new Bailey Bridge was constructed across the Angérab
River for the Imperial Highway Authority. The bridge served lor about 500-600 tractors at that
time. The farmer’s cooperative in Tach Armachiho and the ballabats of the area constructed

the Abdirafi-Gondar road through contribution.
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The farming in Méttdma also suffered from transport difficulties which were only slowly
improved. The engineering corps of the Ethiopian Ground Forces constructed a Bailey Bridge
over the Guang (Atbara) River and it was completed in 1971. The engineering corps also
constructed the Génda Wuha and Nigadé Bahir Bailey Bridge construction in 1974.

[n producing the three major crops we saw that for various reasons there were wide variations
in reported crop yields.

The production of sorghum and cotton decreased because of the incidence of crop pests and the
fall of market price for these crops, but sesame production remained profitable and production
rose. There were marketing and processing systems designed to accommodate the movement
of sesame, sorghum and cotton. Huméra and Om Hajir were the main marketing centres and

crops went on from there.

The cooperatives, the merchants, the exporters and processors were both moneylenders and
players of a significant role in the marketing system. The Asmara brokers were the market
intelligence men. Another important participant in the system was the Grain Board (GB), a
government regulatory agency that was responsible for the quality of Ethiopian grain exports.

The Grain Corporation (GC) had the primary objective of stabilizing market prices.

Sesame provided the principal solid economic foundation for the development of Sitit-
Humdra and surrounding areas. Year to year production and exports of sesame expanded. This
was much to the benefit of Ethiopian foreign exchange earings. In the 1970s, the Humara
area sesame production accounted for 60 to 70 percent of Ethiopian exports of sesame.
Sesame, mainly grown in the Humira area lowlands, had dramatic growth in the world

market, and was chiefly exported to Japan, Italy and the USA.
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Sorghum was a staple food grain in parts of northern Ethiopia. Its market was extremely

fragmented. There were price fluctuations in sorghum.

Until the 1960s, the Huméra and surrounding areas cotton market was monopolized by the
Barattolo Cotton Mill in Asmara. But after the improvement the Gondar-Humaéra road (1972-
1973), Humiira area cotton was sold in Gondar. The reconstruction of a bridge across the
Tikdze River was important, and greatly facilitated crop production as well as transport of the

crops, until, as a result of the Eritrean separatist movement, the road was blocked.

Ethiopian partially mechanized farming in the area of my dissertation was adversely affected
by poor relations for much of the time between Ethiopia and Sudan. These poor relations were
the result of Sudanese and Ethiopian support for separatist movements in the neighbor country
but the Nile water issue was also a factor. Moreover, the border was not effectively
demarcated or controlled, despite the treaties and the Gwynn demarcation which in any case
the Ethiopian government disputed. Cross-boundary incursions and retaliation raids were
frequent. Real progress appeared possible when in 1972 the Ethiopian government accepted
the 1903 Gwynn demarcation and a final agreed border demarcation. However, the 1974
Revolution in Ethiopia led to worse relations with the Sudan and the earlier hopes were not

fulfilled.

The 1974 revolution led to worse internal instability and finally to the collapse of cooperative
farming in the area. There was fighting in the area between the Ddrg, EDU and EPRP.
Nevertheless, until 1980 some cooperative farming continued. The Ddrg proclaimed a

sweeping land reform in early 1975. Until 1976/77 the Al Khadra Farm and the farmer

227



Sorghum was a staple food grain in parts of northern Ethiopia. Its market was extremely

fragmented. There were price fluctuations in sorghum.

Until the 1960s, the Huméra and surrounding areas cotton market was monopolized by the
Barattolo Cotton Mill in Asmara. But after the improvement the Gondar-Humira road (1972-
1973), Humira area cotton was sold in Gondar. The reconstruction of a bridge across the
Takédze River was important, and greatly facilitated crop production as well as transport of the

crops, until, as a result of the Eritrean separatist movement, the road was blocked.

Ethiopian partially mechanized farming in the area of my dissertation was adversely affected
by poor relations for much of the time between Ethiopia and Sudan. These poor relations were
the result of Sudanese and Ethiopian support for separatist movements in the neighbor country
but the Nile water issue was also a factor. Moreover, the border was not effectively
demarcated or controlled, despite the treaties and the Gwynn demarcation which in any case
the Ethiopian government disputed. Cross-boundary incursions and retaliation raids were
frequent. Real progress appeared possible when in 1972 the Ethiopian government accepted
the 1903 Gwynn demarcation and a final agreed border demarcation. However, the 1974
Revolution in Ethiopia led to worse relations with the Sudan and the earlier hopes were not

fulfilled.

The 1974 revolution led to worse internal instability and finally to the collapse of cooperative
farming in the area. There was fighting in the area between the Déirg, EDU and EPRP.
Nevertheless, until 1980 some cooperative farming continued. The Ddrg proclaimed a

sweeping land reform in early 1975. Until 1976/77 the Al Khadra Farm and the farmer

(R
[RS]
~J



cooperatives in the lowlands of north-west Ethiopia were not affected by the 1975 Land
Proclamation. When the Ddrg defeated the EDU in June 1977, most of the Huméra farmers
left for the Sudan with all their properties. The properties of the Al Khadra Farm were
confiscated by the Dirg. The Darg’s Red Army forced the EDU to evacuate Méttima at the
end of 1977. The same thing happened in Abdérafi. The boom in private commercial
agriculture in Sétit-Huméra, Abdédrafi and Mittdma was abruptly halted. The large
mechanized farms of Sétit-Huméra were taken over as a state farm but the state farm finally

collapsed.

Although the agricultural sector predominated in the imperial period and still does, the sector
was mainly peasant farms using traditional methods for subsistence and with only small
peasant surpluses for sale. Ethiopia lagged behind in developing commercial agriculture on a

bigger scale and establishing even partially mechanized agriculture.

Among the areas where initiatives in establishing larger-scale and partially mechanized private
commercial agriculture did take place were Séatit-Huméra, Abdirafi and Mittdma. These areas
were suitable for such farming despite the problems of climate, health conditions, poor
communications and availability of credit. Credit continued to be a problem for many farmers
because of interest rates but some farmers did make good profits. Satit-Huméra and its
surrounding areas contributed greatly, in its sesame production, to Ethiopia’s agricultural
exports and export earnings. Sétit-Huméra, Abdérafi and Mittima cotton moved Ethiopia
towards self-sufficiency in cotton, though self-sufficiency was not complete. Sorghum

production in Satit-Huméra areas added to food supply in the north.

39
L4l



In the Imperial period, the government encouraged private commercial agriculture in Sétit-
Huméra, Abddrafi and Mitidma through credit (though this remained a problem), low
taxation, malaria eradication (though this was too little and did not solve the problem), crop
spraying and most effective of all, the new bridge over the Tédkdze. Satit-Huméra, Abdérafi
and Miittdma in the early 1970s were showing significant progress but mismanagement and
political instability changed the promising situation for the worse and a legacy of relations

between Ethiopia and the British colonial administration in Sudan was a disputed border.

The history of partially mechanized private commercial farming in Sétit-Huméra, Abdérafi
Mittdma and other areas like Quara and Qolla Diba shows the value of individual efforts and
profit incentives even under difficulties and suggest what can be achieved in the agricultural
sector as a whole, given continued stability and security and some official encouragement.
The agricultural development in the northwestern part of Ethiopian lowlands could only be

profitable it and only if a lasting solution is given to the Ethio-Sudan border problem.

In order to advance in prosperity Ethiopia needs to increase commercialization of agriculture
by supporting massive investments in irrigation, careful use of fertilizer and high-yielding
varieties like the green revolution from the late 1960s that benefited countries like Mexico,
India and the Philippines. This should go hand in hand with increasing power inputs, mainly

in the form of tractors for land preparation and diesel engine for irrigation.

Thus, development and modernization of Ethiopia’s agriculture will depend to a large extent
on the transformation of policies for education and entrepreneurship. It is argued that for

sustainable agricultural growth to take place in the short to medium term there is the need to
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develop urgently mechanization policies or adjustments that will set Ethiopia’s farmers on a

sure and sustainable path to commercial farming.

Recently large areas of Ethiopian land have been awarded to foreign private individuals or
companies. This policy is supported by arguments that (like the cooperatives in my
dissertation) mechanization on bigger farms can farm more productively. The post-1991 land
awards have been criticized for the same reasons as the mechanized farming in the Awash and
in the Ethio-Sudan region, and elsewhere, in the imperial period: the loss of land and rights by
local peasants and pastoralists. Moreover, the present concessions of land to foreigners for
mechanized farming, it has been argued; grow food only for foreign countries and the profits
2o to foreign countries. The mechanized farming in my dissertation grew food (sorghum) for
local consumption, earned much foreign exchange for Ethiopia from sesame and provided raw
cotton for an Ethiopian textile industry. In other words, the cooperative farming in my
dissertation was real indigenous development whose benefit went to Ethiopia, whatever the
other human costs. If land is to be conceded in large blocks for mechanized farms, should
Ethiopia not make the concessions to its own nationals and ensure that the country reaps all
the resulting economic benefits? The efforts made by individuals and cooperatives in the

northwest borderlands in the imperial period should be an example and encouragement.

)
(8]
===



Epilogue
Most of the Huméra, Abdirafi and Mitdmma farmers of the 1960s and 1970s who had been in
the Sudan for almost two decades as political refugees have returned to Satit-Huméra, Abdérafi
and Mitimma after the downfall of the Ddrg regime and are now again trying to practice
agriculture. The tractor owners of the old days have now become oxen farmers and tractor
renters. Some of them have bought second hand, reconditioned salvaged tractors. They are now
reviving but they have not been able to compete with the new investors in the area so far. Their

efforts could form the subject of further study on those lowland areas.

A very brief note on the current situation in the Abdérafi and Méttima border area may be added.
There is no unoccupied land now; all the land is taken up by farmers, all of whom are Ethiopian.
As before, there is mechanized and partially mechanized farming and even Gumuz hoe

cultivation. Now however, there are many more tractors.

With government efforts, the previously “rampant” malaria problem has been much diminished
among the permanent residents. Anti- mosquito nets have been largely responsible for this.
However, the migrant labourers from the highlands still suffer from malaria, as they are often not
so aware of the cause of malaria and lack nets. It is hoped that continuing and highly

commendable government anti-malaria education and provision of nets will tackle the problem.
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Glossary
Abba = literally ‘Father’; also title for priests. It is also a term of respect for an elder.
Abujédi Chdrg= Calico-a type of heavy cotton cloth that is usually plain white.
Amoraw = eagle.
Anisé = a plant with seeds that are used in cooking and to flavor candies and alcoholic drinks.
Aniso (also known as etchaim) = local name of hoof (foot) and mouth disease (cattle discase)..
Ansara= a traditional oil extraction device.
Ardgi= liquor which is distilled locally.
Ato = title, the same as Mr.
Attagii = one who fumigates.
Awraja = an administrative unit below province.

Ballabat= Literally “one who has a father”; most commonly, a member of the local
community who exercised authority under the imperial system; the ballabat provided
the link between local communities and government bureaucracy.

Birr = Ethiopian Currency.

Bitwdiddd = most favoured courtier, highest title and imperial counselor.
Caro= a kind of cart that is pulled by a donkey to carry different items.
Chiga Shum = village chief.

Ddjazmach=‘commander of the gate” a politico-military title below Ras.

Ddrg= literally it means “committee™; the designation of the 1974-1991 military government. It
signifies the Provisional Military Administrative Council, which deposed Emperor Haile
Selassie in 1974.

Dawilla = twenty gqunnas.
Gédam = monastery.
Edirs = communal self-help organizations.

Egual Mdgabit= one who feeds, quartermaster.
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Eqa Bét= ‘storehouse, store room. In churches and monasteries the room with the same
function, i.e. the sacristy, is also called Ega bét.

Ezee Kifil = centre of command.
Fédan = an area of approximately 4.000 square meters.
Fitawrari = commander of the vanguard. a politico-military title below Ddjazmach.

Giibéiz = the term gdibdiz seems to be connected to the Geez word gébdz,-means * guard,
protector, tutor, custodian, keeper’ in both secular and religious contexts.

Gdrdiwdyna = a metal container that holds 20 liters of water.
Gasha = 40 hectares.

Gésho = aromatic sticks and stem flavor centuries old traditional brewing recipes for beer and
Ethiopian honey wine.

Gondar Zuria = Gondar and its surroundings.
Grazmach = ‘commander of the left™.

Gulhai = local name of rinderpest, an infectious viral disease of ruminants, especially cattle,
characterized by fever and dysentery.

Haji = one who has made the pilgrimage to Mecca.
Hibdt = swelling.

Hilla= 4 sheaves-stacks of sesame.

Injéira = Ethiopian bread

Jerrycan = a container for fuel or water. Many people in developing countries use it to haul and
store their drinking water.

Khalifa = an Arabic name or title which means “successor” or *steward’. [t most commonly refers
to the leader of a caliphate.

Kobrari = foreman.
Kwaja = a title for a wealthy or rich man.
Lalish = local name of anthrax.

Léba adim = thief hunter.
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Ligc Abéw= chief, senior, [church] scholar of the Holy Fathers of the monastery.
Ligé Rede = one who serves the monks before he himself becomes a monk.
Ligé Seyuman= the appointed one, chief, administrator.

Meigabi = one who feeds; quartermaster; administrator of a church or a monastery. He serves as
the treasurer in a monastery. The Mcgabi is usually responsible for the distribution of
food and other financial matters and was usually chosen by the monks.

Mirigeta = mdiri ‘leader’ and gefa ‘master’, is an office and title within the Ethiopian Orthodox
Téiwahido Church given to a learned ddbidira. The office can only be claimed by
someone who has completed a full course of traditional education. He is chant leader.

Mahbdr = association.
Meisgdél= the True Cross.

Mdmhir=a traditional title in the Ethiopian Orthodox (7éwahido) Church. From its original
meaning of “teacher’ the term has come in the course of time to assume additionally the
specific meaning of “abbot’, i.e. the head of a monastery or monastic community, the
supreme teacher in spiritual, religious matters.

Meito Aldga = commander of 100; comparable to lieutenant.

Mcisihét =Periodical.

Mikitil Weirdida = sub-district/sub-wdrdda.

Mofir Zamat = non-resident share cropper.

MoféirZémdit Ersha = cultivated land far away from the farmer’s house.
Moto aldga = lieutenant.

Ncibélbal= flame.

Neich Almaz = white diamond.

Nach Libash = a civilian police force during the imperial period.
Nddaj = fuel

Nibureid = the one on whom the hands are/ have been laid/ placed. A traditional Ethiopian
ecclesiastical title usually said to refer to the senior administrator of Aksum.

Nidad = an acute animal fever.
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Niphri =over cooked, over boiled. local name of blackleg (cattle disease).
Nigus= King.

Qcibdille = an administrative unit below Werdda.

Qcibdille Shum = Qdballé official.

Qdchdre Cotton= This type of cotton, according to my informants, was thin and its lint was also
very short. It does not give results in the first year after planting. Its seeds
could be reproduced and multiplied every year and could give good results for
7-8 years. This type of cotton was widely used in the area before 1967. Even
now it is used by peasants in the countryside.

Qdgiazmach= ‘commander of the right’.

Qes = priest

Qolla = lowland.

Qunna = grain measure (straw, holding about 10 kilos).
Ras = the high title below a king.

Rist = permanently held land; heritable property (in some cases conditional) belonging to a

lineage.
Rist aldga/ shum = head of rist land.
Shail/Shayl = traditional credit System in Sudan
Sharigd Wilqait = Wilqait Share Company
Shell = a traditional credit system in North-West Ethiopia '
Shifta = bandit, rebel.
Silat = tablets of wood or stone used in Ethiopia for a tabot.
Shum= official; superior, chief.
Siluka = digging stick.

Sirate Abéw=*orders of the church and its grades established by the Holy Fathers™ of the
monastery. v

Shaliiga = major.
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Tabl= Holy Water.

Tabot = ark of tabernacle.

Tahina = a Middle Eastern paste or spread made from ground sesame seeds.

7dj = mead; traditional alcoholic drink made of honey and the leaves of an aromatic plant.
Téj bét = Tdj selling house.

Teikruris= Muslim pilgrims who remained in Méttdma and Humira after coming from central

Africa mostly from Darfur
Tilla= local beer of the leaves of gesho, an aromatic plant, barley and corn flour
Tardfdnfia = border guard
Tardfcnnoch= border guards
Téirara= Mountain

Tukul = A cone-shaped mud hut, usually with a thatched roof, found in eastern and northeastern
Africa.

Weiizéirit = Miss.

Weiizdro = Madam, Mrs,

Weigét = ounces, a unit of weight of one sixteenth of a pound (approximately 28 grams).
Woloyd (singular) = a man from Wollo province.

Woloyoch (plural) = people from Wollo province.

Weircida = an administrative unit below Awraja

Warka = sycamore tree

Yei béirciha shimdl = bamboo

Zéngada = red sorghum.

Zémdmnd Mdsafint = Era of the princes.

Zikre Hig = Commemoration of Law
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Gondar City

!

No. | Name and Title “Age | Date - Place | 7
1 Abira Ségayi ( Ato) 81 | Oct.9, 2013 North Gondar, He was a farmer in Abdérafi for
| Qéibdille 14. very many years. He was the
founding member of Armachiho-
Godibe-Abdérafi-Farmers Multi-
Purpose Cooperative. He was the
2" president up until the outbreak
ol the 1974 Ethiopian Revolution.
- 1 - | | Now he is retired.
B3 Abay Sidldmon (A4te) 67 | May 23,2013 | Abdirafi He served as Qdbdille Chairperson
‘ ’ Qribeille 01 | in Abdirafi. He is a respected
| man among the town dwellers. He
; is a man with important
| information on the agricultural
' development of Abdérafi.
3 Adugnia Wirku (Basha) 68 Jan. 15,2012 | North Gondar. He was a police officer in the
imperial period. Now he is retired.
He has good information on the
—— 3 I Police Farm.
4 Aldamu Néga (Ato) | 68 May.6, 2006 North Gondar | He is a man from Sdgidé. He was
| a member of the Ethiopian Air
| force from 1960-1969. In 1971 he
became a member of the WSHC.
From 1971-1977 he worked as a
] I Vice President of'the WSHC.
5 | Alani Chikol (4t0) 65 ‘May 23,2013 | Abddrafi, | Heis a farmer in Abdérafi. He
| - . S Qdballe 01 i knows Abdarafi very well.
6 Asifa Félldqd (Sergeant) 63 | Oct. 5,2013 Miéttima | He was a soldier in the imperial
| Y ohannes period. Now he is retired. He has
Ocballe 01 good information on Mittdma and
the surrounding areas. His
- | - information was crucial.
7 Aschaliw Ayalew (Af0) 55 May 23,2013 | Abdirafi He served as a manager in
Qcibcille 01 Abdérafi Sub-municipality and
N I N 7 knows a lot about the area.
8 Barberis, Chrysotomos (Rev.) 63 | Aug. 16, 2006. | Addis Ababa in He is a Greek national. He is a
the Greek priest in the Addis Ababa Greek
Orthodox Orthodox cathedral. His
Cathedral. | information on the Greek
| nationals in Ethiopia is very
I — ) | useful.
9 Bérihun Gibré Michael (A10) 70 Oct.20. 2014 North Gondar, ‘ Currently he is a tractor-owning

farmer in Abdérafi. He came to

| the area in the 1960s as a seasonal

i

labourer. He was a good
informant on farming and also
labour.




10 | Bihonidn Elef Asiigid (Inspector) | 69 | Oct 15.2014 Mittdma He is a police officer in Mittdma
, Yohannis Yohannis. He has rich
i Qcibdlle 01 information on crimes in the area
in my period.
1] Birhanu Asres (Afo) 82 May 28,2015 | Addis Ababa, He was the founder and Board
? Bole Qdbdlle 02 | member of the Gondar Cotton
| Ginning and Processing
Company. He was also a
Chairman of the Kokit Farmers’
- ‘ Association in Mittdma.
12 | Birtukan Chane (Weiizdro) 50 | Oct. 18,2014 Ginda Wuha, She was working in the Customs
Mittdima Office in Mittima Yohannis.
Now she is transferred to Ginda
| Wuha. She has rich information
- | I I ; on the Miittdma area.
13 | Didmaqé Tilahun (Ato) 50 May 23,2013 | Abdéarafi. | He is a Health Officer working in
Qbiille 01 : Abdirali Health Centre. He
i knows about health problems
B — | there
14 | Fintahun Kidané (410) 67 Oct. 15,2014 Mittdma He is both a farmer and a
Yohannis merchant. He lived in Méttdma
Qdbille 01 for many years. He is a good
) e N informant.
15 | Fiseha Asris (Ato) 72 | May 23,2013, | Abdirah, He is a tractor-owning farmer in
' | Qdibille 01 | Abdirafi. He has lived in
I R R N  Abdarafi since 1968,
16 | Fiseha Mabrahtu (4r0) 50 | Oct 15,2014 Mittdma He is a Director of Méttdma
| Yohannis Primary School. He has good
Qdbille 01 information on Méttdma in my
period.
17 | Frew Bisit (Margeta) 55 ‘ Oct. 15,2014 Mittdma He is a priest and head of
! Yohannis Yohannis church in Méttdma. He
g ‘ Qcibdlle 01 has good information on
I I e | Mittdma.
18 | Gabayahu Eshetie (At0) 70 " Oct. 6. 2005 Mai Khadra, ' He is a man from Wilqait. He
; Sitit-Huméra l worked as a guard in the Al
| | Khadra Farm in the 1950s. From
} 1950s to the 1970s he worked as a
farmer in Sétit-Humira. He lived
I o | in Mai Khadra.
19 | Gibri Egziabhér Hagos (A/o) 67 May 23, 2013 | Abdirafi He is a tractor-owning farmer in
Qcibcille 01 Abdirafi. He was the Chairman
B I R of Abdérafi  Qcbdlle 01.
20 | Gabrd Misql Ziru (Liga 60 | Nov.d, 2013 Addis Ababa He worked as the General

Sevuman)

Kidist Maryam
Church

| Manager of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church in Gondar
Province Ecclesiastical Office in
Gondar. He has good knowledge
on the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church Development
Commission in Zaménat

| (Abdérati).




He is a monk in Mahbirid Sellasie
Monastery. He is a tractor driver
in addition to his assigned duties
in the monastery. He is very
informative about the monastery.

He worked as an administrator in
Abdéirafi Qdbclle 01. He has good
~information on Abdirafi.

He is a judge in Abddrafi sub
Weircida. He is a BA holder in
Law. He has good information on
crimes in the area in my period.

He is a teacher in Mittdma
Primary School. He has rich
information on the area,

He is the Manager of Mittdma
Yohannis sub-Municipality, He
has rich information on the area.

He is a driver. He served the

Mittdma-Mahbird Sellasie

Farmers Multi-Purpose

Cooperative as a tractor driver at

its establishment. His information

on this cooperative farm was
“essential for me

He is a resident in Abdirafi.He
has his own private business. His

| information on Abdérafi was

crucial.

He is working in the Werdda
Agriculture Office. He has served
this office for more than 30 years.
E in Mittima. He knows important
| information about the Weirdda..

| Heis the son of Wakshum
| Néawiitd, the then rist kifle rhum of
| Abdirafi. He is a farmer in Sanja.

| He is a farmer in Méttdma. Now

| he is serving as an administrator

| of Méttima Yohannis Qdbdlle 01.
He has rich information on
Mittdma.

He is a man from Armachiho. He
is a tractor-owning farmer. He has
| lived in Abdérafi since
1961 .According to him, he served
| as border guard in Lugdi and
| Méttama at different times on the
border. His information was Very
important for my research on the
period.

27 | Gibra Sadiq Sahld Mariam ‘ 60 May28.2013 | North Gondar,
(Abba) , City of Gondar
|
_25 | Getu Alimu (Ato) [ 60 _I\Iay 24, 2013 | Abdirafi
[ Qdbcille 01
23 | Girma Mogis (A10) 148 | 0ct. 202014 | Abdirafi
Qcibdlle 01
24 Habtamu Bililifi (Ato) 50 Oct.15, 2014 Mittama
Yohannis
- oy - B | Qebdlle 01
25 Habtiwold Gibra Hiwit (Afo) 55 Oct 15,2014 Miittdma
Yohannis
| . Ocdibille 01
26 | Haild Mariam Wirku (A10) 65 Oct. 4, 2013 Mittima
Yohannis,
Qcibdlle 01
27 | Jijaw Sihayi (410) 50 | May 24,2013 | Abdirafi
Qcibdlle 01
28 | Kinde Chikol (410) 55 Oct. 18,2014 | Ginda Wuha
Ei Liuil Waksum (Ate) 57 -]\fi_ziy 24,2014, | Abdirafi
Ocibdille 01
30 | Mandifro Tassima (A10) 55 Oct. 5, 2013 Mittima
Y ohannis,
Qdiballe 01
E
31 | Mingistu Zawdu (470) | 80 | May 23,2013 | Abddrafi
‘ | Qdibille 01
|
i
|
32 Maru Békilid (Sergeant) I 70 [ Jan. 15.2012 North Gondar.

|

Gondar city.

| He was a police officer in Gondar
| in the imperial period. Now he is
| retired and is living in Gondar.




| His information on the Police

Farm was important.

33 | Mogis Gétu (Inspector) 58 | May 24,2013 | Abdarafi, | He is a police officer in Abdarafi.
’ Qdibeille 01 ‘ He hs&s ri_ch information on
| security in Abdérafi.
34 | Muhamid Mikonin (Haji) 95 Sep. 2, 2005 Satit-Huméra He is a prominent figure in Sétit-
Humira. He was the first private
\ tractor-owning farmer in Sitit-
I R [ B | Humira from the 1950s-1970s.
35 | Nédgddu Abati (Aro) 65 | June 6. 2013 | Addis Ababa . He is a man from
i | Miginagna - Armachiho. He worked in
- Highway Authority in
Gondar branch for a long
period of time in the
| imperial period.. Now he is
- g - retired. His information on
| | | Abdérafi was crucial.
36 | Nigist Waksum 50 Oct. 20. | North Gondar, | She is the daughter of
(Weéiizciro) 2014 Gondar City AtoWakshum Nawiétd who
was the rist kifle shum of
Abdarafi. Now she is
working in the Social
Security Agency in North
Gondar. She has good
" information on her father
37 | Sdldmon Guadu (4fo) 55 May 24, Abdérafi, He served as manager of
2013 Qbdille 01 - Abdidrafi sub-Municipality
for 6 years until 2012. He
has rich information.
38 | Séldmon Hunédgnaw (A4z0) 57 May 24, Abdérah He is a tractor-owning
2013 Qcibdille 01 farmer in Abdérafi. He has
| good information.
39 | Shardw W/Tansaie (4t0) 74 Sep. 2, 2005 | Sétit- He was a Chiga Shum in
- Humira Sédgidé from 1962-1963.
T From 1970 on he became a
- - . U member of the WSHC.
40 | Sisay Birhanu (4r0) 81 Oct. North Gondar, | He is from Chaqo Michael
10,2013 Gondar city | in Chilga. He was the first

Qdbdille 15
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man among others to start
oxen farming in 1961 in
Kokit. He lived with the

| Gumuz people. He is now a

tractor-owning farmer. He
was a key member of the
Mittdma-Mahbard Sellasie
Farmers Multi-Purpose
Cooperative. Now that he

| has become an old man, his




farm is supervised by his

| sons.
41 | Tadélda Mule (41o) 50 Oct. Mittdma He is a Health Officer in
1 16.2014 Yohannis Mittdama Yohannis Health
| Qdibdille 01 Centre. He is a good
informant with regard to
human and animal diseases
in the lowland areas of my
) I . dissertation.
42 | Tika Bilay (410) | 81 | May23.2013 | Abdarafi He is a tractor-owning
| Qdibdille 01 farmer in Abdérafi. His
7 | | information is important.
43 | Tasfayd Wirku (4ro) 60 May 24, Abdarafi | He is serving in the MSF-
2013 Qaballe 01 Holland Abdurafi Project
(Kala-azar) as a project
e — = L
44 | Tataq Amanu (4ro) 50 | Oct, Mittama ' He worked in the Customs
| 17,2014 Yohannis | Office in Miittima
Qdbdille 01 I Yohannis. His information
| is important for cross-border
| trade.
45 | Tibabu Wirkinih (4to) | 68 Nov.20,201 | Addis Ababa, = He worked in the Ethiopian
3 Shiro Meda, Orthodox Church at
} Wardda - different levels especially in
| | 01Qdbdlle 02| Gondar Administrative
| | Ecclesiastical Office for 42
| years. He also served as an
auditor in the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church
Development Commission
in Zamanat (Abdarafi) from
’ ' 1973-1974. He is retired
| ' now. His information is
- very crucial for the Church
Commission in Zadménat.
46 | Tigabu Téddla (Colonel) 77 Feb.10, A.A Bole He was a Police Officer in
2012 Michael Gondar Province in the
| Church ~imperial period. Now he is
; | retired. He was a member
’ and auditor of the Police
Farm. His information on
| the Police Farm was
| | essential.
47 | Warku Bogald (Colonel) 60 i Oct 2, 2013 | Mattdma | He is working in the
; Yohannis | Customs Office in Méttdma
; | Qdbdille 01 | Yohannis. He is a




Yirsaw Dimis (;1 (0)

74

Sep.E,QOﬁﬁm

Satit-Humdéra

' coordinator. His information
' on the border is crucial.

| He is a man from Wilqait.
He was the founding
member of the the Shdrika
Weilgait (Walgait Share
Company) and a founding
member of the WSHC. He
had his own tractor

| Yitbariik Méngistu (4fo)

50

| Yohannis Windimu (/I lo)

Ziniba Bilay (Aro)

52

Zawdu Bitdw (4ro)

50

81

79

51 ]

May 24.
2013

Sep. 2, 2005

Abdira fi
Qdbdille 01

 Abdsrafi

Qdbdille 01

‘Mai Khadra,
| Satit-Huméra

' He is a Development Agent
| in Abdérafi Office of
| Agriculture.

| He is a Development Agent
| in Abdirafi Office of
Agriculture. He was a good
informant on agricultural
development.

He is a man from Wilqait.
He was an oxen farmer from
1965- 1972, From 1973 on
he became a tractor-owning
farmer. He is a very
influential person in Sétit-
Humiira.

‘Sep. 2, 2005

North Gondar
Qdbdille 14

He is a man from Wilqait.
From 1974-1979 he worked

" in Humira Agricultural
Development Project

| (HADP). He had the

i responsibility of preparing a
form for the duty-free fuel
distribution to the tractor-

| owning farmers in Satit-

' Humara.
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Appendix i: Basic Plan of Miittima Yohannis

se of the Basic Plan

{ AR

Proposed Land U

y

Q To Al Qadariff City o WL 2

N

Source: Mamo Morka and Atnafu Molla, “Ya Mdticima Yohannis Kdtdima Mdsdrdtawi Plan
Riport” Nahasé 2004 E.C.., p. cover page.
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Source: Gondar Culture and Tourism Bureau.
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Appendix iii

The Official Seal of Mhbiré Selassie Monastery.
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A0 AU Adea Pham ALY Al 9% 0940k FD9L% LY ndmae phL

Lo AU 0Ndmd tate 8Y ne Ny A18ar AHob BWvSmh
PEE macbh AL AROIE BIRMMATY MYnL AdaA AR A9 DHY
N6 9% Naams w4 NlY dikah A avm@onu 9 bd Gorc: ALRID
APy AnG 11889 nekerd@a BB AdARSY@ MEATQ@ e ta

IeHY e SnSrnss9naT he.m,,mi's«*s NeYA%  SGAANY A% 25 -

S NN, TNl o Ry ANt

Source: Diacon Mizirate Midhin, Mahbiri Qidusan, Addis Ababa, January, 2015.
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Appendix v

nf EOC evelopment Commission Agricultural Project in Zamanat (Abdérafi)
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Ato Zanaba Nurilifi, President of the EOC Development Commission Zamanat Farm
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Appendix xv

Appendix xiv: Ethiopia under Tewodros (1855-1868)

Source: Sven Rubenson, The Survival of Ethiopian Independence (Addis Ababa: Kuraz
Publishing Agency, 1991), p. 216.

276




Appendix xvi

Source: Source: Sven Rubenson, The Survival of Ethiopian Independence (Addis Ababa: Kuraz
Publishing Agency, 1991), p. 339.
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