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Abstract 

The spontaneous rural-rural migration is one of the least investi gated subj ects in Eth iopi a. The aim of the 
thesis is to add some information on the existing studies so far. Furthermore, the maj or theme of the thesis 
is focusing on identifYing the factors and outcomes of spontaneous migration both in the area of origin 
and destination Dega Damot and Gidda Ayana woredas respectively. 

There is a general consensus from the previous studies that spontaneous migration and settlement is 
usually the outcomes of drought or famine, scarcity of arable land, high population pressure, degradation 
and fragmentation of land, lack of oxen and other social related problems. 

The spontaneous out migration of Dega Damot peasants has a similar attributes to its counterparts of the 
highland parts of northern Ethiopia except drought. Migration experience of Dega Damol peasants to the 
lowland part of Gidda Ayana started in 1990. The migrants of Dega Damol Woreda fl ocked one 

followed by another to the aforementioned Woreda since 1990 due to two main reasons. The first one is 
the establi shment of State Farms in Anger Gutin .Even though State Farms particularly those initi ated by 
Foreign aids had been practiced in Anger Gutin since 1972, it was the Derue State Fa rm that was 
implemented after 1984/5 famine became very intensive and able to create employment opportuni ty fo r 
the people of different ethnic background. This created the exposure for peasants of Go}j am in part icular 
and Amhara in general. Secondly, the resettlement attempt of Dega Damol peasants to the lowland part of 
Gidda Ayana in 1990 also created exposure for spontaneous migrants. The peasants voluntarily initiated 
th is resett lement program by having permission from the concerned bodies at both end s. In the same year 
the resett lement program was started, which in turn paved the way for the wave of the then mi gration. 

After that, out migration was initiated by the interplay of push and pull factors. 

As the findin g reveals, the decision of out migration of Dega Damot peasants is the cumulative effect of 
individuals, families and community in general. As Castle and Miller (2003:29) put it as the Micro, Meso 

and Macro-structure are intertwined in the migratory process; there is no clear di viding line between 
them. That means no single cause is sufficient to explain why people dec ided to leave their ori gin and 

sett le in another area. 

The migration of the peasants of Amhara region in general and Gojj am in particular to Eastern Wollega 

has both positive and negative results. The positive effects of migration at destination includes 
intensification of production which in turn created economic relations (Sharecropping, hiring labour and 
exchange of goods and services); the emergence of social integration through; Jddir, mahber, Tul matbat 

and marriage. The negative outcomes of it at destination encompass deforestation and inter-ethnic conflict 

main ly due to economic reason . But at the area of origin migration is characteri zed by only positi ve 

outcomes since it gives breathing by easing pressure on land space for the people who stayed behind in 
addition to remittance. Due to the existence of high population pressure in Dega Damol Woreda, still 

migration does not create shortage of labour. 



Glossary 

Amarach Timhrit Bet 

Aquaquam 

a temporary- primary school 

the highest level of church education 

local Chiefs Balabat 

Darcha 

Debtera 

Dem memeles 

Edaw' mot 

Gendi 

Iddir 

Injera 

Iqqub 

Kebele 

Kifle Hager 

Lij 

Madaberia 

Mahber 

Merigeta 

a demarcation between two individuals' plot 

ex-priest within the local context of Dega Damot but its meaning is more 

than this in other societies 

killing someone for retribution 

giving military service in place of tax 

trypanosomia 

self-help association 

traditional food in Ethiopia 

traditional money saving mechanism and its societal signi ficance is more 

than this 

the smallest administrative unit in Ethiopia below a district 

equivalent with a region but different in attributes, kifi le hager is division of a 

Country based on location but region considers additional characteristi cs like 

ethnicity, religion, culture .. . etc 

a title which is given to a young individual and who has higher rank or position 

inorganic fertilizer 

a kind of rotating associations performed by a group of persons who eat and 

drink in the commemoration of Saints 

a person who teaches church education 



Qine 

Ri st 

Serto Masaya 

Shema 

Tabot 

Tanqua 

Timad 

Tu ' let 

Tu t'matbat 

Wodajinet 

Woredas 

Yedem Kasa 

Zema 

the third level of church education 

a hereditary land holding system 

taking someone or something as Model fo r others 

traditional clothes which is made of cotton 

arch of the Covenant 

a small and engineless boat like object which serve same purpose as boat 

one-fourth of a hectare 

a kind of property (in livestock or in money) which is given to children by 

their parents or relatives while they begin to live an independent li fe . 

Sacking from the burst (Tesfaye 2007).but its significance is immense in 

providing economic, political and religious sentiment between individuals 

who engage in this practice. 

establishing relationship between two persons that do not have kinship relati on. 

the district which mediated between kebele and zone 

indemnity or compensation 

The beginning or the lower level of church educati on 



CHAPTER ONE 

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

Most scholars have tried to define migration only as physical movement of people from one 

geographical area to another. Therefore, it is taken as "the permanent change of residence by an 

individual or a group" and identified based on the place of origin and destination. Nevertheless, 

migration is not simply physical movement of people rather intertwined social process that 

affects the life of the sending and receiving communities in addition to the mi grants themselves . 

Migration must be viewed as a complex social process that affects many aspects of socio­

economic life of the sending and receiving communities. It is related with the dail y li fe of the 

people such as settlement, economic use of land, productive technology, education and mixing of 

ethnic groups' languages and peoples (Berihun, 1996: 13). Currently, this social issue is becom i ng 

the daily life for many peoples in Ethiopia. As a result, migration, whether it be rural-urban or 

rural-rural becomes the model rather than the exception. The northern parts of Ethiopia, mostl y 

highlands frequently face soil erosion, environmental degradation, population pressure and 

infertile soil. The region is also put in the open to recurrent drought and famine. Peasants' 

reaction and coping strategies to these natural and man-made problems vary, including mi gration 

whether it can be frequent as well as permanent depending on the harshness of the probl em 

(Tesfaye, 2007:1). 

Nowadays, migration in rural Ethiopia has mainly been from north to south. People have been 

moving on their own, some of them to get away from the threat of death and others to further 

improve their lives depending on information they get from various sources about better 

opportunities in the south. Decisions to move out are made longer before the practical migration 

starts and the 'latter takes long time and several stages' (Assefa, 2004: 1). 

I have chosen this topic based on my own previous experience and by consulting differel11 

literatures. Thus, this region has experienced high rate of peasant migration in order to escape thE 

natural and manmade disasters. 



1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Internal labour migration IS one of the severe socio-economic, political , cultural and 

environmental problems in many third world countries. In Ethiopia owing to di ffe rent ' push ' and 

'pull factors', people including all age, sex and etlmic groups flock fro m one region to the other. 

This becomes acute problem in Amhara region mainly in the hi ghlands. As cited by Tesfaye, 

Corbett (1988) noticed that peasants living of income at recurrent ri sk develop self-insurance 

strategies to minimize risks on their food security and livelihoods. From the same citation, 

Suhrke (1994; 86) also asserted, "For rural people, migration is one of several coping strategies 

to deal with poverty which in itself reflects a combination of social , economic and political 

conditions." These may involve rural-rural and rural-urban migration in search of employment 

and livelihood in distance farmlands and labor markets. 

Leaving the actual problem aside, most scholarly researches in Ethiopia mainly give due attention 

to rural-urban migration than rural-rural one. By following such trend, some scholars consider 

migration in Ethiopia as only rural-urban. Seleshi, for instance, ascertains thi s fact. He noti ces 

this in his work entitled "Urban Migration and Labour Movement in Ethiopia (1978:680)" He 

tries to ascertain that; 

Migration in Ethiopia tends to be one direction that is people migrate from rural to 
urban. Since the major social and economic services concentrate in the capital city, 
many people particularly poorly educated rural youth and untrai ned peasant farmers , 
migrate from the rural areas to the capital city where they have not been absorbed by the 
labour market. 

From Berihun' s citation, Adepoju demonstrates that among the four migration trends rural-rural , 

rural-urban, urban -urban and urban-rural , migration in Africa is dominated by rural-rural type, 

which is contrary to the above idea. This fact is ascertained by the following tangible facts. The 

rural-rural migration constitutes 70% in Kenya, and 60% in Ghana. The same observations have 

been identified in Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Ivory Coast. From the same citation, Adepoju noted 

that the existence of accelerating pattern of rural- rural migration in Africa shows the diversity oj 

ecological features , the varying physical resources and opportunities, the different land tenure 

managements, the cyclical demand for labour in different parts of the region and the location oj 

agricultural projects (Berihun, 1996: 17). By taking the above facts into account, one car 

understand that the migration trend in Ethiopia is not quite different from this reality, unlike the 



assumption that has been forwarded by Seleshi who tried to treat migration as a one way trend 

that is rural-urban. The fact that the lack of focus on such crucial issue is emanated from the 

reality that rural-rural migration has been taking place in hidden and spontaneous way. 

Although understanding the causes and contextual factors related to out-migration 
from rural areas is indispensable for policy formul ation , our knowledge about migrat ion 
in Ethiopia is limited. The scanty data available shows that rural- rural migration was the 
most common pattern prior to the 1990s. Spatial patterns show that movement is 
generally from northeastern to central and south-west regions and from dense ly 
populated highlands and midlands to the sparsely settled, hotter, and drier lowlands. 
Population movements in Tigray include seasonal as well as more permanent labor 
migration to Eritrea (that is, prior to the border war of 1998- 2000). From the northern 
province of Wello, laborers migrate to the cotton and other commercial farm s in the 
south. For policymakers in Ethiopia, a knowledge of what types of agroeco logical areas 
and communities experienced substantial out- migration in the past decades is 
important, as is an understanding of which households are susceptible to losing 
members to out-migration and which individuals are most likely to leave in the future 
(Ezra, 2001 :5). 

For this fact, at this moment, in Ethiopia scholars have been becoming more apprehensive about 

migration issues. However, the studies about migration give more due attention to rural-urban 

than rural-rural type of migration. The existing few sources about rural-rural type of migrati on 

have been treated with displacement, ethnic integration and conflict except the works of Wood 

(1977, 1982) and that of Assefa (2002). Furthermore, the literature from other disciplines mainl y 

focuses on the effects of migration on the destination rather than the place of origin. As Brettell 

(2003: 1) puts the disciplinary focus of treating migration as such, 

Political scientists and economists are largely interested in the flow that exists between 
two countries and how these flows are shaped by policy or labour markets and trade 
segments. Sociologists, who have generally focused on the receiving end, took at issue 
of integration. Anthropologists by contrast have intended to work at both ends of the 
migration process, beginning in the country of origin and asking what prompts 
individuals to leave a particular community and what happens to them in their place of 
destination, including if and how they remain connected to their places of origin. 

Thus, due to this fact, I follow the footstep of Anthropologists and give emphasis at both ends. 

The main purpose of this study is to fill this gap by assessing and exploring the social , economic, 

political and ecological factors that forced the migrants to leave their home and how they live ir 

the receiving area. That means the study tries to find out the factors that contribute to the rural· 

rural migration by giving due attention to both ends (origin and destination) unlike the previom 

works that gave emphasis mainly at destination put aside Assefa's work of 2002. In addition, the 

study is different from the previous works in that it limits the study by taking two specific 

Woredas (Gidda Ayana and Dega Damot) to investigate the causes and impacts of migration a 



both places. Taking Dega Damol as a case study from Gojjam (origin) mainly emanated from the 

assumption that the study may give answer for the question why the people of thi s Woreda in 

particular have started spontaneous migration to Gidda Ayana Woreda since the early 1990s but 

not before. Thus, I assume that there may be a difference in the factors and effects of migrat ion 

in various parts of Amhara region in general, and in Gojjam in particul ar. Therefore, studying 

the causes and consequences of migration solely at destinati on mi ght not point out a signifi cant 

variation within the region rather than developing generalization .Thus, the study will sort out 

these variations and similarities across the region. It also tries to find out exposure and coping 

strategies developed by the migrants before and after their embarkation of migration. 

1.3. Objectives of the Study 

General Objective 

The general objective of the study is to investigate the causes and impacts of the migration of 

Gojjam peasants to East Wollega. 

Specific Objectives 
This research is designed: 

• To assess the pull and push factors that have initiated Dega Damot peasants ' migration to 

Gidda Ayana Woreda. 

• To identify the impacts that migration has on the sending and receiving communities and 

the migrants themselves. 

• To point out the conveniences those have contributed to the acceleration of migration. 

• To examine the adaptation mechanism of the migrants after they settled in the receiving 

area. 

• To identify the relationships that exists between the host community and the migrants. 



1.4 Research Questions 

This study has been guided by the followin g key research questions: 

• What opportunities attract the migrants at the destinati on? 

• What demographic, environmental, economic or political conditions have altered so much 

that people want to leave their area of origin? 

• What preconditions exist for the migrants to choose Wollega rather than other parts of 

Ethiopia? 

• What role has been played by social network; such as peer and kin pressure In the 

facilitation of migration? 

• What is the impact of migration and settlement on the socio-economic condition of the 

receiving and sending community? 

1.5. Significance of the Study 
This research is intended to point out the intertwined causes and impacts of migration, which has 

been incompletely and fragmentally addressed by literature. It insights further investi gation on 

how ecological and manmade disasters, facilitate the rural-rural mi grati on. 

The fact that few or inadequate researches have been done in the area which thi s research is done. 

Thus, there exists an evident knowledge lacuna on the complex issue of migration in the study 

area. This research, therefore, serves to fill this gap. In this way the study becomes relevant in 

exploring the implication of migration on the migrants, their relatives left behind and on the 

receiving communities in its multifold manifestations. Since Ethiopia has fo llowed Agricultural 

Development Led Industrialization, studying the causes and impacts of rural- rural migrati on 

becomes pertinent for the realization of the intended obj ective. For this case, suggestions are 

made to put certain relevant outcomes that might have policy implications to the government anc 

other stakeholders who are responsible for such crucial issues. 



1.6 Scope of the Study 

In this research, I have critically analyzed and found-out the major causes for peasant out 

migration of Amhara region particularly by givi ng due attention to the migration of Gojjam 

peasants to east Wollega . Besides, I addressed the socio-economic and environmental impacts of 

migration on the place of origin, destination and the lives of the mi grants. As Anthropologists 

mainly depend on qualitative method of data collection, it is unreali stic to consider the whole 

region as of the study subject. Thus, I took into account two Woredas as the target of 

investigation. From the place of origin, Dega Damot Woreda , in Gojjam, thi s is characterized by 

large number of peasant out migration; and from the area of destination, Gidda Ayana Worda, in 

which large numbers of Gojjam migrants have been found. 

1.7. Research Methodology 

For this research, I used qualitative method of data collection and analysis . Different qualitati ve 

data collection techniques have been employed to collect both primary and secondary sources for 

the research purpose. The primary data were collected during fieldwork. I used secondary sources 

such as books, unpublished MA theses and other relevant materials to analyze the primary 

sources . Thus, along with the consultation of written sources, I employed a multiple of qualitative 

data collection methods. The full lists of these methods comprise; interviews, focus grouJ: 

discussion, cases, and participant observation. 

I deployed both formal and informal interview techniques in order to investigate detail 

information about the causes and impacts of migration, at the place of destination, origin and or 

the migrant themselves. For this purpose I deployed the formal interview after I had adj usted thf 

interview procedure. Formal interview was mainly conducted with key informants. The informa 

interview was conducted while we had tea and coffee with the migrants and Oromo informant~ 

particularly with the officials. 



Both the formal and informal in-depth interview helped me to reveal out the real informat ion 

about the causes and the outcomes of migration at both ends. U ing qualitative interv iewing 

enabled me to see the real world or situation from the interviewees ' point of view. The flexible 

nature of qualitative interviewing assisted me in responding to the direction in whi ch the 

interviewees take the interview and perhaps adjusting the emphasis in research as the result of 

significant issues that emerged in the course of the interview. 

Since it is too vast to interview everyone or to observe every thing, I conducted focus group 

discussion which helped me for selection of key informants in additi on to its informative values 

for the research. For the realization of the aforementioned purpose, 1 deployed focus group 

discussion with eight and four migrant and Oromo informants respectively whi ch was intended 

and formal. I also deployed focus group discussion informally while we had tea and coffee as 

well as at the holiday of Epiphany and the commemoration of Saint Michael which paved the 

opportunity for me to get the informants who came Gutin for the festival. 

Concerning the role of the researcher or ethnographer I mainly relied on observer as parti cipant in 

that my role was mainly as an interviewer with observation but little of involvement in any 

participation at to and forth movement with the migrants. This method was helpful to deve lop 

trust among the migrant as well as Oromo informant, as the researcher was involved in their daily 

activities like having tea and coffee with them. In addition I used nineteen cases as supporting 

evidence of other methods of data interpretation and analysis which helped me illustrating the 

various causes and outcomes of migration. 

I used purposive and snowball sampling technique in addition to the above mention methods 01 

informant identification mechanism. I took thirty-six migrant informants fro m the place oj 

destination and eight informants who are the relatives and families of the migrants at the place 01 

origin in order to understand the causes and consequences of migration at both ends. In addition 

I took eight Oromo informants to investigate the relationships that have been established as the 

result of migration between the indigenous Oromo and Amhara settlers in particular and witt 



other ethnic groups in general in the study area. At the place of ori gin , I deployed cases by 

selecting four informants and, I conducted in -depth interview for others. 

At the place of destination, the study techniques that I used were; in depth interview, focus group 

di scussion with knowledgeable informants which are mostly used in thi s study; participant 

observation on the different circumstances that the migrants have faced on their journey and in 

their place of destination. Last but not the least, I deployed photographic techniques. But my 

attempt to use tape recorder was not realized because of the high suspicious and insecure feeling 

of my informants. I selected nine key informants whom I considered as knowledgeable about the 

causes, consequences and pattern of migration from the migrant themselves. I implemented focus 

group discussion with Dega Damot migrants, which helped me to obtain crucial information 

about the causes and impacts of migration at both ends. In addition, it served me as a means fo r 

selecting the key informants. 

1.8. Field Experience 

I have an idea about migration issue at the place of origin, even if I did not have the knowledge 

about the area of destination. Due to this fact, I always questioned about the causes and impacts 

of rural-rural migration of Gojjam peasants to east Wollega. For thi s fact , I tried to assess the 

different literatures so as to know the existing reality. Thus, I found thi s research as informative 

and significant. 

After I coined the topic,I wanted to know the actual place of destination in which more of the 

migrants of Dega Damot have been found. For this purpose, I consulted my advisor Dr.Assefa 

Tolera since he has an experience in his previous work entitled Ethnic integration and conflid 

by giving due attention to Gidda Kiramu Woreda. He informed me that 'Gidda Ayana Woreda 

particularly the lowland area around Gutin could be one of the major settlement areas for Degc 

Damot migrants.' 

Having such idea in mind, I first proceeded to Dega Damot in order to have the reI evan 

information in the place of origin from the families and relatives of the migrants. So that or 



December 26 2008,1 started my journey to Dega Damot Woreda which is found in west Gojjam 

zone that 1 took it for the case study of the research. On that day,I arrived at Debre Marko and 

spent the night there because of lack of transport. In the nex t morning, I went to the 

aforementioned Woreda. Then, on Monday 28 th of December, I establi shed a body contact with 

the Woreda officials in order to get permission for the research . They gave me permi ssion and 

also helped me in giving the existing sources in the Woreda, even though I could not get a well 

organized and published sources. So that, I tried to rely on the primary sources which have been 

collected by the Woreda officials. Within a week, I was able to accomodate in hav ing the existing 

sources . Besides, to understand the causes and effects of migration at the place of origin,I met 

the families of the migrants and some migrants who came to Dega Damot to visit their families. 

Having such crcucial information about the research at the origin, I proceeded my journey to 

Wollega on 8th of January. The journey from Bure to Neqamte was very difficult and exaustive 

for unexperienced individuals like me, due to the over crowding of the bus in addition to Abbay 

valley. As 1 got information from the passengers, the overcroding nature of the bus is the norm 

rather than the exception. The difficulity of the journey also worsened by the mal functioning 01 

the bus 's tyre twice in the valley of Abbay. After spending the whole day on the di fficult journey, 

we arrived at Gutin at 6:15 pm and 1 had a bed. 

The next day, 1 spent the whole day visiting the different social institutions of Gutin with the 

settlement sites of Gojjame, Wolloye, and other ethnic groups with the local Oromo. I found thi ~ 

area as an ideal place for different people to live and work in comptetive term. 

On Monday 11 th of January 2009, 1 went to Gidda Ayana in order to have permission from thE 

Woreda administrator. Even if my plan was a round trip to Gutin, it was not come to being sincE 

the Woreda officials had a meeting with kebele officials. So that, the only alternative that I hac 

was to wait till the meeting was over and 1 stayed there. Then though I did not get the chairpersor 

of the Woreda, his reprsentative gave me a permission letter. 



The next morning, I went to Gutin to deli ver the permission letter to a Mayo r. As mentioned 

earli er the Mayor was absent from hi s offi ce since he had a meeting at Gidda Ayana. So I 

contacted his representative and he gave me an appointment in the affter noon. The appointment 

was not realized due to the same reason. Therefore, the representati ve gave me another 

appointement for the next morning. On that day (Wednesday) we met and 1 gave him a research 

permit letter. But, he became very relecutant to give me permission and asked me different 

questions about the objective of the research. And he told me that he d id not accept my attempt 

of study in giving due emphasis only to Dega Damot migrants. 

I tried to persuade him by telling the aim of the research as an academic one, but he refused me to 

accept. As an alternative solution , I gave him the phone number of my advisor, Dr. Assefa 

Tolera, whom the Mayor knows personally, and he ascertained the reali ty of the research. A [te l 

that the Mayor admitted the case but he wanted to consult the Woreda ' chairperson, and he di d it 

accordingly . Because of this fact, the permission delayed till 16th of January. 

On that day, the Mayor ordered me to go to the Woreda administers offi ce again . Therefore, the 

only alternative that I had was to ask the case again. I went there and asked the chairperson ir 

order to tell me the mystery behind. His reply was ShOlt and clear. He told me that ' the suspicior 

of me as a political agent that comes to agitate it among the people of Dega Danl ot' . In order tc 

know my political stand, he asked me ' in what political party that I have been invo lved in ' ? . 

bluntly affirm the fact of the research as an academic one and as I do not have any agenda beyonc 

it. After he realized the intended aim, he allowed me to do research. Thus, on Saturday 1 i h
, the 

establishment of personal relation with the study subj ect began to be gone ahead. 

I was lucky by the time of my arrival. The holiday of Epiphany and the commemorati on of Sain 

Michael paved the opportunity for me to get the informants who came to Gutin fo r the festi val 

The church of Saint Michael is found at the town of Gutin and the holiday is celebrated on 20
th 

0 

January. In fact, the migrants who came from Gojj am are ardent supporters of Orthodm 

Christianity. 
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The seasonal and return migrants of Gojjam in particular and Amhara in general have visited 

their families at least once a year, mostly in January that most of the hoi iday celebrated and at th 

same time it is the slack season for the migrants at the place of destination. However, most of the 

early migrants who established a permanent family base at Gutin and its surroundings instead f 

returning to their place of origin to see their relatives, they commemorate the ho liday in the area 

of destination with similar cultural practice with that of their ori gin . 

Before the holiday, I had had intimate relation with three individuals of Dega Damot migrants 

who have rural land for their cultivation and at the same time, they constructed a house at the 

town of Gutin for the reason of health and social service access . Therefore, at the holiday, the 

peasants who came from different settlement sites came to visit their re lati ves at Gutin . [ used 

such opportunity to have a preliminary contact with many informants who came from different 

settlements. On that occasion, I spent the whole day celebrating the holiday with them by vi siting 

many houses. 

Thus, I established harmonious relation with them and then I had their spec ific location [or 

further contact. So, I could get the necessary information about the causes and consequences of 

their migration to the area. Even if the scattered nature of settlement and the di tribution of Dcga 

Damot migrants among other ethnic groups became uneven for me, through the ceaseless effor1 

of Ato Matebe, one of the key informants whom I knew before in his place of origin, the task oj 

collecting the data came to be accomplished. 

The other fascinating experience that I have got in the time of my field stay was that the higt 

return migrant of the Gojjame. The first and the main reason as I mentioned above, in the seasor 

of January there have been the celebration of Saint; Michael, GiOl·gis, Mary on 20
th

, 26
th 

anc 

29th of January respectively. The second one is the return migrants who came to the east Wolleg< 

in general and Gidda Ayana in particular and return to their origin by having a certain amount 0 

money that serves them in giving temporary relief for their problems like in paying governmen 

loan, tax and fertilizer debt in addition to their own daily consumption. During my stay in Gidd, 

Ayana Woreda, return migrants over crowded the town of Gutin. Therefore, the buses which hav( 
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been assigned to transport the people were unable to accommodate. The traffic poli ces who are 

ass igned to regulate the rules and regulations of the traffic allow the drivers to have many peop le 

as they desired . The overcrowded tendency of the buses is similar to the city bus of Add is Ababa 

The only difference is that the long journey in the hot desert of Abbay and a double or sometim e~ 

the triple tariff that was imposed on the passengers. 

1.9. Limitation of the Study 
The first limitation of the study is that the impacts of migration at both ends is vast, complex ane 

intertwined since it is the social reality. However, the study tries to treat se lectively which ar{ 

assumed very pertinent. In fact, every social phenomenon has to be treated as equall y significan; 

as the study out comes. For instance, the consequences have been various soc ial rea liti es, whicr 

are not included in the research like treating gender, and HIV in relation to migration. 

My inability to speak Oromo language hindered me to get the real informati on from the emi< 

point of view of the Oromo about the consequences of migration in the aforementioned Woreda 

So that, I only used Amharic language, since it is not as such difficult to them to exchang< 

information with me. 

Inter-ethnic conflict is the main out come of the spontaneous out-migration of rural Amhar: 

peasants in general and the Gojjames in particular to East Wollega. However, due to limitation 0 

time and resources I treated it as a passing reference depending on the secondary sources as we] 

as the primary data that I acquired with in this short period . 

1.10. Organization of the thesis 

This thesis is structured into six interrelated chapters. The first chapter introduces the problem c 

the study, its objectives, the methodology and significance of the study . The epicenter of th 

second chapter is to discus key concept of migration, theoretical frameworks and the finding c 

previous empirical research works. Accordingly, this particular chapter presents th 
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aforementioned issue along the thematic line. In chapter three, the cause of mi grati on are treated. 

First, the push factors like population pressure, land fragmentation , land degradation and socia l 

problems such as blood feud, failure in educational achievement, earl y marri age are ex plored . 

Moreover, pull factors like the availability of fertile land ; the estab li shments of soc ial networks. 

the attitudinal change of the sending society about the concept of migrati on unlike the prev ious 

trend and the opening of Bure-Naqamte road are also included as the theme of the thesis. 

In the fourth chapter, the process of settlement and adaptation, land acqui sition and li velihood 

improvement are examined. In the last chapter, the consequences of mi grati on concerning 

remittance, intensification of production at destination, deforestati on and its aftermath , inter­

ethnic integration and conflict are discussed in the same length . The la t chapter recapitulates the 

whole discussion by way of giving succinct summary and conclusion. 



CHAPTER TWO 

REVIEW OF RELEVANT LITERATURE AND THEORETICAL 

FRAMWORK 

2.1 The Concept of Migration 

Among the terms, which exist most repeatedly in the literature, the tlu'ee "M's-mobility, 

movement and migration" are the main concepts. It is usuall y brought into being that these terms 

are used otherwise, in reality there are some subtle diffe rences between them (Rahwa, 2004:2 1). 

Mobility may be well thought-out to be the capability of being mobile, which permit some people 

to move from one area to another, the deficiency of mobility or its deterrent nature may impede 

others from doing so. Mobility thus restricted by physical constraints, more typ icall y it may be 

predisposed by an individual's inability to afford the cost ('psychological a we ll as financ ial' ) 01 

poignant or to make the necessary provision which may make easy the move (Rahwa, 2004:2 1). 

The term mobility is an all-embracing one and includes both circulation and migrat ion. 

Circulation has been defined as 'a great variety of movement usually short- term cyclical in 

nature but usually having in common the lack of any acknowledged intention of a permanent OJ 

long-standing change of residence (Hornby and Jones, 1980:83). 

When we come to the notion of migration, it is often not applied to moves made by people witt 

out a predetermined place of residences. Thus, for instance, transients and nomads are not wei 

thought-out as migrants. Besides migration does not take an account of short trips, whid 

involves no change of accustomed place of residences . Short term movements, includinf 

commuting such as taking place between homes and one's place of work or education, ane 

oscillation, where people move commonly to variety of places but usually return to the place 0 

origin (Shrivava, 1994:56). Migration is a more constrained term than circulation and it is usee 

only to describe movements from one administrative unit to another that requires an endurinf 



change of residence. There is, however, no general conformity about the lowest level 01 

administrative unit that should be well thought-out for the purpose of migration studies (Hornby 

and Jones, 1980:83). 

Migration involves crossing point between people and di splacement of populati on and there is a 

whole host of terms correlated to these characteri sti cs . Persons inspiring across internal 

boundaries are either in-migrants or out-migrants. The term immigrants and emigrants refer to 

persons who pass through international boundaries. Migrati ons are embarked up on from an area 

of origin and are completed at area of destination . Migrants allocate a common ori gin and 

destination from migration stream or migration current. As a rule, wherever there is a stream 

there is a counter stream, which is the overturn of stream at lower Volume. The di ffe rence 

between in-migration and out-migration (immigration and emigrati on) is the net migrati on 01 

balance of migration (Hornby and Jones, 1980:83-84). 

There is little more than a semantic distinction between the term "migrati on" and "movement" 

The first is taken to symbolize to a large amount more constrained range of activiti es and of the 

three determinant of population size (fertility, mortality and mi gration); wherea · mi gration i ~ 

more complicated to define and measure. The difficulty arises from the fac t that contrasting birtl­

and death, which come about only in the life of individual migrati on, could take place endless ly 

An unambiguous migration is a special form of geographic mobility of human populati on relatinf 

five input elements; 

Movement 

A change of residence 

A change of physical environment 

Distance and Time 

The dilemma however is that there is no set of criteria as to what constitute any one of th( , , 

above especially time and distance. In spite of the difficulties concerned, the term migratiol 

connotes form of population movement that takes place when changes his Iher place of residence 

either temporarily or on permanent basis between clearly defined administrations (Rahwa 

2004:22) 
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There are a considerable number of people on the move in the third world , which could not have 

need of an everlasting change of residence. Thus in order to avoid any mystification Parnel l 

(1993), as cited by Rahwa, pointed out the following five types of migration; 

~ The term permanent migration is used where the mover dose not intended to return to 

the place of origin, when a lot of migrants' energy is put into becoming estab li shed in the 

new location. 

~ Step migration refers to instances where the mover arrives at a destination after series of 

short-term moves to other locations typically moving up the urban hi erarchy from vill age 

to capital city. 

~ "Circulation" or circular migration is generally used to refer to the long-term 

movements between place of origin and destinat ions, which may involve one or more 

cycles of out and return movements. 

~ Return migration refers to the stage in the migration cycle when the migrant leaves the 

destination to return to his or her area of birth. 

~ And a counter stream migration constitutes movement in the opposite direction to the 

prevailing stream of migration (Typically from city to vill age or from centre o' 

economically active to economically depressed regions), and may consi ·t primarily 0 

return movements ( Rahwa, 2004;22-23 ). 

2.2 Theoretical Framework 
Migration is difficult to define and measure, multifaceted and multiform, and resistant to theor: 

building. This difficulty arises from the complex human behavior, influenced by variou 

intelTelated variables. In addition, the greatest difficulty of studying migration is attributed to it 

extreme diversity, in terms of forms, type, motivations, socio-economic and cultural context 

(Rahwa, 2004:24). Different types of explanations are forwarded that takes the form of separat 

and generally unconnected theories, models, frameworks that are not built up on the perviou 

blocks (Arango, 1985:283). A glimpse through which, this section reveals that the foca l point 0 

explanation is at explaining why people move, including other dimensions of migration such a 
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process and consequence of migration . The contribution of explanat ions to a speci fi c featu rc. 

dimensions or their applicability to a certain type of mi grati on in a certain context can be seen 

(Rahwa, 2004:23). Arango (1985) clearly described the importance of theory building and its 

difficulties that emanated from its very nature of migration as indicated here under: 

Many theories describe the push and pull fac tors that are the dri ving fo rces behind 
migration that is, what pushes people away from an area and what pulls people to 
another area. People move for diffe rent reasons. These differences determine the general 
migration process. The situation under which a migrant joins a receiver populati on can 
have broad manifestation for all parties invo lved. The im pli cati on of migrati on 
experience refers to the fact that di fferent causes for migrati on will prod uce di ffe rent 
outcomes observable from a sociological and anth ropological perspective. The 
psychological trauma of fl eeing their homeland and leaving fa mily members behind can 
also complicate migrants' adjustment to their new environment. Considering that a 
migrant can be a slave, refugee, or job-seeker, or have some other reason fo r mov ing, no 
single theory can provide a comprehensive ex planation for the migration process. Even 
though a comprehensive theory is unattainable, it remains a crucial task of 
anthropologists and other social scientists to ex plain why people migrate. Theori es of 
migration are important because they can help us understand population movements 
within their wider political and economic contexts (2 83-84). 

As indicated above, the need for a more general , and comprehensive theo reti cal approach to th e 

study of migration is widely recognized by sociologists and other behav ioral scienti sts. Now 

there is no major synthesizing effort directly relevant to the concern of anthropologists anc 

sociologists. Attempts at model building to study various aspects of mi grati on and the numerow 

effort to construct classification of migration indicates an exi sting need for a more general, anc 

systematic approach. Indeed, there is a reasonable agreement among scholars that the persisten 

progress in migration study hampered by serious inadequacies in the theory of migration 

Migration theory tends to be time, cultural and di scipline bounded. That means migration as ; 

social phenomenon can not be understood in meaningful or practical terms without ; 

comprehensive take hold of the dynamic interaction among demographic, economic, social 

psychological and other relevant factors , and dimensions that occur in the process of mi grati Ol 

and in the act of migration (Rahwa, 2004:23-24). 

I tried to discuss the different theories of migration in order to elucidate its dynamic, time boun, 

and area specific nature. This might also help me to see it from different circumstances of caus 

and effect relationships that vary across time, situation and place . Due to thi s, some of migrati o 

theories which have been discussed here under, are impol1ant for the study in giving elaboratio , 
and analysis of the primary sources . Even if it is impossible to develop a theoretical model c 
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migration that enable me to analysis it comprehensively, attempting to illu trate the different 

theoretical models that have directly and indirect re lation with the study becomes pertinent. 

There fore, I have tried to rely on some of the theories of mi gration whi ch have a direct 

significant to the study by illustrating the intertwined causes and consequence of migration in its 

different manifestations. 

2.2.1 The Neo-classic Explanation 

The neo-classical explanation is dependent on the idea that rational choice, utility max imization. 

wage differentials and expected net return. In the 19th c geographer Ravesti en fo rmulated thi s laV\> 

of migration. These theories emphasis tendencies of people to move from densely populated to 

sparsely populated areas; from low to high income areas, or link mi gra ti on to the fluctuation in 

the business cycle. This approach is often known as "pull-push" theory (Cas tl e and Mill er. 

2003 :22-23). Lee 's (1970) theory (pull-push) concept takes into consideration areas, which are 

believed to be desirable for either economic or non-economic gain through interpl ay of push 

fac tors at the place of origin and pull factors at the place of destinati on. 

Empirical studies cast doubt on the value of neoclass ical theory. The strongest and the genera 

criticism of this microeconomic approach emanats from anthropologists, who understand tha' 

individuals do not always leave for economic reasons and that the deci sion making process i ~ 

often more not obvious and far reaching, shaped and reshaped by particular social and cultura 

context. So one of its limitations is its failure to explain why so few people move given a hug{ 

difference in wage, income, and level of welfare that exist among countries . The other limitatior 

is its inability to explain why some countries have relatively high out mi gration rate and others 

structurally similar, are not. Similarly, pull-push model predicts movement from densel) 

populated areas to sparsely populated region, yet in fact, countries of immigration lik( 

Netherlands and Germany are the world 's densely populated. Neo-Classical theory excludes the 

political dimension from the illustration. It is usually criticized because it downplays non 

economic factors particularly cultural determinants and society as homogeneo us, and that it: 

perspective is stagnant (Arango,: 1983; Castle and Miller, 2003:23-24). 



2.2.4. The Dual Labour Market Theory 
The dual market theory showed the importance of institutional facto r as well as race and gender 

factors in bringing about labor-market segmentation (Piore, 1979). It argues that market rarely 

function in the ideal way, which is suggested by neo-class ici sts. Migration need to be explained 

not only by income between two countries but also by other factors such as chance of securing 

employment, accessibility of investment capital, and the need to handle ri sk over a long peri od. 

Similarly, the role of remittance in migration can not be understood simply by studying the 

behavior of migrants themselves, rather it is necessary to examine the long-term effects of 

remittance on investment, work and social re lationship ri ghts across the community (Cas tl e and 

Mi ller). As Zolberg suggests, analyzing labour migration as a movement of workers initi ated by 

the dynamics of the global capitalist economy that at the same time determines both the "pull­

push" factors . That means the push-pull theory is the part and parcel of the dual labour market 

theory (Solberg, Sverke and Aguao, 1989:404). This ascertains that migra ti on are co ll ecti ve 

phenomena, which should be examined as the subsystem of an increasingly globa l economi c and 

pol itical system (Castle and Miller, 2003:24-25). 

2.2.5. Migration Network 

As cited by Rahwa, Massey (1998) defines migration network as "sets of interpersonal relation 

that link migrants or return migrants with relatives, friends or fellow country men at home." They 

pass on information, provide financial assistance, faci litate employment, accommodation and 

give support in various forms. In doing so, they reduce the costs and uncertainty of migration and 

there fore facilitate it. Networks can also induce migration through demonstration of effects. 

Massey also explained that migration networks are social relations that permit other goods oj 

economic significance, such as employment or higher wage, which can be seen as a fo rm oj 

social capitals. Nowadays, the capital role of networks has played a great role for migrants in c 

world in which circulation is widely restricted. That means even if migrati on is restricted to on ly 

to legal means, networks facilitate both the legal and illegal ways of crossing borders . etwork~ 



tend to grow larger and denser, as every move constitute a resource for tho e who stay back and 

faci litate further moves, which in turn widen the networks and the probability of their furth cr 

expansion . It also constitutes an intermediate relati onal level that stand between the mi cro- Ievc l 

of individual decision-making and the macro-level of tructural determinants (Rahwa, 2004 :27) . 

Macro, Meso and Micro-structures are intertwined in th mi gratory process, and there are no 

clear dividing lines between them. No single cause is ever to ex plain why peopl e decided to leave 

their country and settle in another. It is necessary to try to understand all aspect of mi gratory 

process (Castle and Miller, 2003:29). 

2.3. Rural-Rural Migration Studies in Ethiopia 

2 .3.1 Causes of migration 
There are some studies that deal about rural-rural migration in Ethiopia. For in ·tance, Tesfaye 

(2008:57-60) find out the causes of migration in Ethiopi a as push f:actors at the place of ori gin 

and pull factors at the receiving end. He illustrated recurrent drought as one among main factors 

of migration. The other push factors for migration are land scarcity which is accompani ed by 

infertile soil emanated from 'land and soi l degradation '. Other possible push facto r were 

identified as 'entitlement decline ', ' inappropriate government policy' , ' landlessness' ane 

inability to pay taxes'. The centripetal force that attract potential migrants to east Woll ega are the 

availability of fertile land, the quest for better life, the suitability of climatic condition , th( 

presence of relatives and friends and the opening oOf Bure- Nekemt in the early 1990s. 

Migration is an essential demographic reply to the condition of poverty and environmenta 

trauma in Ethiopia. Even though migration research in Ethiopia hindered by lack of adequate 

data, various forms of population movement in response to political chaos, economic crisis, wa r 

famine and security condition have been recorded( Ezera,2004:749). From Tesfaye's citation 

Corbett's (1988) view of migration as the last stage in a sequence of responses to faminl 

conditions and a clear indication that many other responses have failed . As the author' 

observations in many parts of Ethiopia put up with witness, peasants and pastorali sts often us 
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various coping strategies in the time of stress such as borrowing grai n reducing consumption. 

changing dietary habits and receiving emergency food suppl y. Yet they embark on sea onal 

migration to rural or urban areas at the same time or sequenti all y. As cited by Te faye Desalegn 

called them as "anticipatory and crisis survival strategies the former being those adopted durin g 

the period of normalcy and the latter used in the time of stress" (2007:22). 

2.3.2. Historical View of Migration 

Historical evidences in Ethiopia strongly suggest that there are large interregional movement of 

people from areas of relatively dense population and low economic opportunity to areas of less 

density and greater opportunity (Ezera, 2001 :749).In African context, Ethiop ia is comparat ively 

densely populated country; yet the population has been and remained intense in the hi ghlands, for 

the most part for geographical, historical and social reasons. In the climat ic environmental 

condition, the highlands have advantage from rainfall that is more balanced and the plateaus have 

been favorable to the development of intensive agricultural production. In the hi ghl ands ox­

plough technology date back to the first millennium Be has resulted in intensification of 

production; uninterrupted spreading out of the areas under cultivation with relat ively hi gh 

population pressure resulted in soil degradation. In the case of the lowl ands, hoe culti vati on and 

shifting cultivation or agro-pastoralist organization with seasonal migration; have enabled 

livelihoods to be continued within the existing environment constraints lead ing to scatterec 

population (Pankhurst, 2004:2-3). 

As Alula Pankhurst (1992) illustrates, the expansion of the Ethiopian Empire to the south b) 

Menelik II in the 2nd half of 19th c, which was further supported by the development oj 

bureaucracy and the growth of administration and communication in the 20
th 

c, became ( 

stimulus for migration. Starting from the 1940s, migration from the northern parts of Ethiopia tc 

southern and southwestern parts of the country was frequent. In fact migration was the nom 

rather than exception in the north parts of Ethiopia; an essential element in the populatiOl 

livelihood. Certainly, migration is one of the natural responses by man to population growth 
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environmental change and degradation , other change , whi ch have led t alteration In the 

relationship of people and land (Tesfaye, 2007 : 38). 

During the period of 1950-74, spontaneous rural ettlement was a main phenomenon . Much of 

the resettlement occurred within the areas previously unutili zed or littl e us d by culti va t r came 

to deployment (Wood, 1982: 157). During this period , pontaneou agricu ltural re ettl ement was 

subjected by traditional subsistence farmers , although startin g from the mid 1960 resettl ement 

was also initiated by commercial agricultural production (Ibid) . 

Chronologically, Tesfaye (2007: 45-47) has made regime wise classification of migration trend to 

Wollega; the imperial era, the Dergue era and the post 199 1 period. During the imperi al era, the 

local ' Oromo chieftains' and ' hereditary landlords' ('Qoro ') attracted Amhara settlers from the 

northern parts of Ethiopia in order to have a large base for candidacy in the imperial parliament, 

to increase their tax base and to have a greater labor force for agri culture and pI' duction in 

otherwise vacant and underutilized land. During the Dergue era, three c ircum tances were created 

for potential migrants to arrive in the area; the 1975 land reform in Wollega, as other part of the 

country, that expelled the feudal lords left a lot of vacant land . Thi s attracted greater numbers o f 

migrants to the area. The settlement prototype of east Woll ega by which , the loca l people li ved 

uphill in the highlands enabled potential migrants to get vacant and unoccupi ed land in the 

lowlands. Tesfaye's argument with regard to the 1975 land proclamation outcome contrad icts 

wi th the idea of Aynalem and Kloos as cited in Berihun (1996:25) who explained the 1975 land 

reform proclamation as hindering force for migration as follows: 

Even though, spontaneous migration has been observed for a long period in Ethiopia, it 
is almost not at continuation as a phenomenon since the 1975 proclamation for many 
reasons . The majority are hiring wage labors was prohibited by the land reform 
proclamation; discouraging potential migrant settlers; security reasons also taken as 
deterrent factors; the periodic land distribution system became a diSince ntI ve for 
mi oration as the potential migrants were afraid of loosing the pieces of land "owned" in 
their peasant associations; social and economical environment whi ch made migration 
and resettlement easily break down; and the potential benefits from mi gration were no 
longer attractive"(Jbid). 
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2.3.3. Land Right and Tenure system as factor 

for Migration 

The present trend in rural Ethiopia depicts a prevailing di ssonance between natural reso urce base 

and the population to be sustained. The rural population in Ethiopia, as in many developing 

countries totally rely on access to land; land being the most imperati ve and crucial economy. The 

customary tenure system allows newly formed households to maintain small fa rm plots. Land i 

state owned and has to be fragmented into small er plots occasionall y and redi stributed to 

households including those, which are newly form ed. Presentl y, the average landholding size in 

the highland parts of Ethiopia is below one hectare (Holt and Lawrence, 1993; Ezera, 1992). 

The Amhara transferable landholding and possessions systems promoted the breaking up of the 

family land and property estates up on the death of the household head or economic co ll apses o f 

the household unit. As Berihun puts from McCann citation, " in natural or ex pected 

developmental cycle of rural household, young men and women left their natal households and 

sought to establish their own independent production unit through marri age, procreati on, and 

labour recruitment. In addition, the nature of rist land tenure arrangement encouraged new land 

claimants to move away from the farmstead and parish of their parent to acti vate land claims in 

other area not yet exploited by their cognatic descent group . 

Pausewang, as cited in Berihun, elaborates the cultural context of northern Ethiopia, distribution 

of resources like land is usually intertwined with other ri ghts. Due to hi s findin g, " land is not a 

right in itself but the function of membership in kinship group, a community, a reli gious 

fe llowship". This fact is clearly seen in the rist system by the reality that Muslims were restri cted 

from land holding rights except in urban areas. Thus, in the Muslim community of Amhara 

society the pull factors seem to be unseen since they were deprived of land holding ri ghts. 

Complementary factors, majority of weavers in most parts of the north were enthusiast foll owers 

of Islam, which also further facilitate spontaneous migration (1996 ; 23 -24). Assefa (2002: 124) 

supports this argument as here under; 
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The rist system excludes Muslim from ri st land entitl ement , because the thi pian 
Orthodox church was part and parce l of the Imperial regime ak in to what Gram ci 
(1991) refer to as State or church ' when the church ha become an integral pan of the 
state of a political soc iety monopolized by a specific privileged group '. The Mu lillls 
who were debarred from holding land were the first to emigrate and ettl e outside of 
Wal!o at l e~st in the northern Wollega. Muslim settler in Matakka l, Gojjam, who 
onglilally migrated from Wallo and south Gondar, claim ed that they migrate because of 
' landlessness which resulted from the then land tenure ystelll and the inability of 
Muslims to own rist land. 

Thus the land tenure system in northern part of Ethi opia is taken a th maIn factor in 

determining not only the direction of migration and magnitude but al 0 the soc ial and re li gious 

groups to own land or not. As such, land right considered as pull fac tor fo r some groups and 

push factor for others (Berihun 1996:25). As stated by Assefa, currentl y, settl ers are coming from 

Gojjam the major reason for their migration was scarcity of arable land. He clearl y elucidates the 

1997 land redistribution policy as the one factor of migrati on .The Amhara land redi stributi on of 

1997 is the only published source we have to date for thi s study . Fo r in tant in Northern Showa 

the reform stigmatized certain groups, those who had official pos ition during the Dcrgue regime 

and those who escaped the 1975 land reform. These people were all owed to keep hav ing onl y one 

hectare while other peasants could possess up to thJee hectares . As he illustrates the refo rm had 

its own drawback due to its contradiction with the official declaration of equal di stribution based 

on household size. Unlike the principle favoritism (' mainly kin hip and political loya lty') and 

irregular practices were prominent feature in some areas. The out come of the reform reform 

caused social disorder it has generally reduced the peasants coping mechanism fro m the impact 

of natural disaster at least for the moment (Assefa 2002: 130). 

2.3.4. Migrants Attribute 
When we try to examine the age structure of the migrants, Mesfin (1986 : 58-59) depending on 

his research in Wollo, ascertains that the dominant migrants have been usually young men who 

left their farms for the weak or the dependant (children and the old) together with females. 

Tesfaye (2007:49) support this idea in that the age of his respondent is ranging fro m1 5 to 65 and 

of these half of the interviewees were under age of thirty when they left their origin. He further 

put evidence as almost all elderly migrants moved to their destinati on with their adult children. 

He also examined the gender aspect of the migrants, as the pronouncement to migrate is almost 
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absolutely made by male migrants. Then their wive and children followed their tail. oncernm g 

the socio-economic status of migrants Tesfaye (2007: 52) illustrated clearl y here under: 

In rural Ethiopia land and livestock are the two most important as ets. However it wi ll 
be misleading to present the mere size of these asset with out qualifying them on the 
basis of quality. For example if one considers the size of landholding in the origin al 
places of domicile and if one assumes land scarc ity to be a major push factor, no one 
would expect such a large population influx from the north pal1s of thiopia. The root of 
the problem I ies somewhere else, most of the land that has been ti li ed for generati on 
had lost its fertility and hence became less productive. Th is is a certained by almost all 
of the respondents who had access to land stated that ize become immateri al in the face 
of declining soil fertility and productivity, as well as lack of moisture. 

The above idea is supported by McCann as he illustrated it from Berihun 's citati on , thc 

agricultural labour in Ethiopia is mainly depending on oxen and the lack of it i cons idered a a 

serious problem. Based on the figure given by the Ministry of Agriculture, De alegn stated that 

in 1974, 30% of all households in the country had no oxen at all and onl y 29% had a pair o f oxen. 

As the result, he argued that a great many peasants were not strong enough to " tand on their own 

feet". Rather they were dependant on other farm animals and implements. uch as istant was 

offered usually in the substitute for their labour or a portion of their harvest. De sa legn 

concludes, "those without means of cultivation" which included both owner culti vators and 

tenants constitute the poorest section of the peasantry. These were the one ', who were eas i Iy 

upset by adverse natural conditions and those often were forced to abandon their farm and 

migrate to urban areas looking for employment and to resettle in the area where land and 

opportunities were better. Thus, until the 1970s and 1980s, migration had been se lccti vel y 

depending on migrants' socio-economic status, and "only the very poor peasants, craftsmen, and 

others in the low socio-economic group used to migrate" (Berihun, 1996: 22) . 

2.3 .4. Pull factors 
The existence of vast, fertile and unoccupied area of land in the region paved the way for the 

migrants to seize land easily in the receiver area. In the post 199 1 peri od , the open ing of the 

Bure-Nekamte road is documented as pull factor. Other factors such as kin and peer pressure' the 

presence of fertile land and the pursuit for a better life weighed more in attracting the settl ers 

(Tesfaye, 2007: 25). 
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Pankhurst and Piguet (2004a; 7) complemented add itional facto r that fac ilitated migrati on in thc 

context of Ethiopia that is migration network- and gave ex planati on to the role of peer and kin 

pressure as such, "the sharing of experiences, knowl edge of oppo rtuniti es and conditi ons 

elsewhere could influence relatives and friends in the area they came from and thereby mi gratory 

flows". By giving due attention to the study area, Gidda Kiramu, Te faye (2007), ascerta ined 

acceleration of migration due to the presence of kin and peer pressure a such. " Ea rl y arri va l to 

Gidda Kiramu Woreda played a considerable role in encouragi ng their ex tended famil y members, 

other relatives and friends to leave their homes and join them". He al 0 tri ed to ce the loca l 

(Woreda) variation of kin and peer pressure by taking the percentage ratio of re pondents. As 

such, 90% of sampled migrants who had relatives in the destination arca came frol11 Semeda, 

Este, Saint Ajbar and Goncha, Siso Ense Woredas. On the other hand , the rest fo ur-ori gin areas 

namely; Gaint, Dega Damot, Dembecha and Motta accounted 10%. The given explanations for 

this variation are the time span and intensity of ' migration network '. Accordi ng to him " thc 

influx of the Gojjame to the area is therefore connected more with the stressful and compelling 

si tuation, the peasants in the region encountered at the time of the 1996/97 land redi stribu tion 

scheme and the relative proximity of Gojjam to Wollega than the presence of mi gratory net 

work"(Ibid, 64-65). 

Marriage is taken as the main and major cause for migration. As stated by Ezra (200 1 :757-758) 

overwhelming majority of the migrants illustrated marriage as the cause fo r their departure from 

their domicile for both sexes. Of this the higher proportion of migrants (79 percent mi grates) fo r 

marriage. This fact is consistent with in Ethiopia context where marriage is considered as the 

main factor for departure from the parents ' house. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

1. 7 An Overview of the Study Areas 

1.7.1. Dega Damot Woreda 

1.7.1.1. Location 

Dega Damol is one of the thirteen Woredas in Western Gojj am Zo ne that i located 400 

ki lometers northwest of Addis Ababa; 27 1 kilometer south of Bahir Dar, and 51 ki lometres 

from the main road of Dembecha. The Woreda is surrounded by fo ur woredas ; to the northwest 

,Bibugn; to the west, Jabitehnan; to the north, Quaril and to th outh , 1 embecha. For 

administrative purpose, it is divided into four subdi stricts: Fersbet, Arefa, Berkegn and j!-namora 

(Hobben, 1973 :34). Now each of the subdi stricts are furh ter di vided fo r the same purpose into 

thirty two Kebeles (see the map on appendix J). 

1.7.1.2. Historical View of the Woreda 

As one of the legendary historical view illustrates, Dega Damot Woreda was known as onc or 

the six part of Damot and represents the remnants of a larger, rather littl e known kingdom of 

Damot. As the first existing source indicates, Damot was found west of the kingdom of Shewa. 

As the result of the Oromo expansion and invasion, Damot as politi cal unit was not persisted and 

moved to the north of the Blue Nile to its present mountain-backed pos itions ( Hobben, 1973 ;35). 

As other historical evidences of the Woreda testifies, it was known a one of the six parts or 

Damot during the reign of Emperor Susenyus. During that time, since there was no permanent 

mil itary training and administrative center, the aformentioned Woreda served as a place of 

military organization. The name Damot was coined from the analogy of 'Edawmot' th at means 

the peasants of the Woreda were exempted from government tax due to the fac t that they served 

the government as militia or soldier at the time of war.To illustrate their exempti on from the 

goverrunent tax, in lieu of their military service, they coined the name 'Edawmol' whi ch literall y 
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means their tax payment was substituted by their dying or bl od. In due cour , thi name ha 

been modified and acquired Damat ( News Addis Li an, November30,2000 . ) 

In 1943 , for the sake of administration convinence, Damot wa di vided into tw admini trati vc 

units that is Kalla Damat and Dega Damot .However, Dembecha b came the admini strati c 

center for both Woredas between the year 1943-1947 which wa foll owed by FenOle Selam 

until 1965. After that time on ward, Dega Damat acquired self admini strati on and th two 

Woredas (Kalla Damat and Dega Damat) became independent and establi shed their own sci r 
administrative center at Fenate Selame and Fersbet respectively (Ibid). 

1.7.1.3. Population Size and the Economy of the 

Society 

According to the 2007National Population and Housing Cen u Agency report, the tota l 

population of the Woreda is 151,121. Out of this, people live in the rural parts of the Woreda, th e 

number of males are 74,383 while femals are 76,738 . In the town of the Woreda 6693 population 

are found. Of these 3491are males while the remaining are females. 

As the result of high population density, the land holding system i very fragmented and ex posed 

to soil erosion. The largest land holding in the Woreda is limited to three hectare. Due to thi s 

fact, the adults who have such fragmented peices of land are unable to share the land with their 

offsprings. As a result there is an excess force in the woreda. The only alternati ve to the yo uth is 

moving to some where else and trying to search better opportunities in other rural or urban pal1s 

of the country( News Addis Lisan, November30,2000E.C) 

Like any other agrarian society the people of the woreda predominantly secure their li velihood 

from agriculture. Various products of cereals and vegetables are found. The mo t dominant and 

staple foods for the people in the woreda are potatos and sorghw11. In Dega Damot three altitude 

zones are recognized; lowland(qolla), midlands(woyna dega) and hi gh lands( dega). In the 

lowland zone, the staple crops are maize, pearl millet and sorghwn . In the midland , wheat and 

te ' ff are predominantely produced; while in the highlands barley and potato take the lead. The 
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most important type of livestock concentration and reI vance of th li ve t ck ar aried 

depending on the altitudnal zone in the Woreda( H bb n, 1973 :5 1, ew Add i Li an, 

November30,2000E.C)) . 

1.7.1.4. Religion 

The people of the Woreda practice three types of reli gion. The e ar Orthod x hri ti anity, 

Protestant and Islam which constitute 98% , l.8% and 0.2% resp cti vely. Orthodox hri ti anity is 

the dominant and widely accepted religion fo r many centuri e . The prac ti ce of thi s reli gion is 

generally associated with the cultural value of the people( New Lisan, Nov mber,36:2000C. 

1.7.2. Gidda Kiramu Woreda 

1.7.2.1. The General Descripition of the 

Woreda 

The former Gidda Kiramu Woreda is now divided in to two woredas. That is idda Ayana and 

Kiramu. The main purpose of such division, according to the Woreda offici als, is [o r 

administrative convinience. Since the area coverage of the Woreda is very va t, it was not 

convienent for administration.To avoid such difficulties, in 2008 the aforementi oned Woreda is 

further divided into Gidda Ayana and Kiramu. 

But due to limitation of written sources about the general characters tics of th e new Woreda 

(Gidda Ayana), I was forced to take Gidda Kiramu to forward the general overview of populati on 

distribution,ethnic composition, and the economic base of the Woreda, even if my focus of stud y 

gives due attention to the lowland parts of Gidda Ayana where most of the Gojj am pea ant 

migrants are found . 

Gidda Kiramu Woreda is surrounded by five Woredas namely: Amaru Jarte to the ea t;Abe 

Dongoro to south east; Ebantu and Limmu to the west and Guto Gidda to the south . To the north. 

Gidda Kiramu Woreda is bounded by West Gojjam Zone. In terms of phys ical size, the Wo reda 

29 



covers 2505 km
2 

and is found northeast of eqamte town which i roughl fi ve hundrccl 

kilometers away from Addis Ababa. The topograph y i di tin gu hed by a ombinati n of 

hi ghlands, midlands and lowlands that are to some extent covered with fore t. The area also 

encompasses a combination of tropical , subtropical and temprate climate depend on altitudinal 

varation (Tesfaye,2007:10-11) (see the map of the woreda appendi x 11). 

1.7.2.1. Population Characterstics and Economic 

Activities 

The main source of economic activities is cultivation and animal husbandry. Thc li ve tock, thc 

people of the Woreda breed include cattle, sheep and goat. The community of Gidda Ki ramu do 

not breed horse due to climatic inconvenence. The agricultural product are tc ' ffC Eragrosit is) 

,barley, wheat, maize, finger millet, surghum, beans and pea . The pcop lc f the worcda 

nowadays use chemical fertilizers for different reasons. The hi gh land settl ers use it in placc of 

organic manure due to the decrease in cattle population . But in the lowlands the fertility of th c 

land is very high. However, the peasants of this area sometimes use inorgani c ferti I izer to havc 

more production particularly for maize CAssefa, 1999;9). 

According to the National Population and Housing Census report of 2007, the total populati on 

size of the Woreda is 159,861. In terms of sex, the males account 80,463 ; whi le 79,398 are 

females . The rural population constitutes 131,944 and the rest are the urban dewellers. The 

ethnic composition of the Woreda according to the 1994 National Popu lation and Housing 

Census report is 68% Oromo, 29% Amhara, and others constitute 3% of the population 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

3. THE CAUSES OF MIGRATION 

Various factors cause the migration of people. The e cau es are vari ed fr m place to placc and 

over time . So, in this chapter of the paper I try to ex plore the di ffe r nt pu h fac t r at lh placc of 

origin and pull factors at the place of destination . Under pu h factor are included, p pulati on 

pressure, land degradation, land fragmentation and diffe rent kind of oc ial problcm , .omc of 

which are directly or indirectly emanated from problem of land hortage. The pull fact r , on thc 

other hand, encompass factors such as, avai lability of D rti le land ; kin and pccr prcssurc and 

expectation of better life are examined in some detail. 

3.1. Push Factors 

3.1.1 Population Pressure 

There is a theoretical debate on the contrasting views on how environment i . affected by thc 

change in population characteristics. To begin with, let me treat Thomas Robert Malthus's 

explanations on population growth theories. In his two known work "On Principle of 

Popu lation" (1789) and "The Principle of Political Econom y" (1816), he illustrated that food 

supplies tend to increase arithmetically and the populations tend to grow at a geometric rate. As 

Malthus explains it in "An essay on population" (1914), when land become carce, peop le wi II 

keep on finding a new land at last till no land is suitable for culti vation. A a result, the growing 

population will be obliged to use infertile land. The main idea of thi theory is that agr icu ltural 

production does not keep pace with fast population growth (Ibid ; 10) 

As ci ted in Perimaver, Boserup (1981) contrary to Malthus 's idea regard population increas as 

independent variable, which is a major determinant factor in agricultural development. Thi s is a 

different idea on the relationship of population growth and agricul ture in relat ion to the 
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Malthusian theory. She treats population growth a stimuli which ill initiate p pi t think for 

more efficient way of implementing agriculture. To upp rt her view, he tri d t e hi t ri ca l 

perspective in which people have had to be very innovati ve, thinking f th I rimiti ve innovati on 

of the wheel, for instance. The example illustrates the creati vity fth e people to make a ier their 

li fe and to demonstrate why the world population i till growing and way or li re improv ing. 

According to this view, the reason why large parts of the wo rld till li ve in p verty i that, they 

do not have the expensive materials and machines, unlike people in the west. According to 

Boserupian view (1981), unless people depend on imported food , crowded ly populated areas 

have applied the system of intensive agriculture. That mean there i a correlati on between the 

intens ity of food supply system and population density (Perimavera, 2005: I I). 

When one critically examines the work of Boserup, it may work for a certain gr up r ciety 

(the developed world), but not for others (the third world). Therefore it i not nece aril y the 

density of population that stimulates innovation but also other facto rs like climate, locati n r the 

area and the financial capital that people have in order to be innovative . In the we ·t, th 

availability of financial capital leads people to implement highl y mechani zed agriculturc, whi ch 

does not always work for others (Primavera, 2005: 12). 

As the 1994 National Population and Housing Census Agency r~port indicat the total 

population of the Woreda is 130,939. As the san1e evidence shows the to tal population of the 

Woreda in 2007 is increased by 20,182 and reached 151 ,121. Out of 144,428 people who li ve in 

the rural parts of the Woreda, the number of males constitute 74,383 whil e femal s are 76,738 . In 

the town of the Woreda 6693 population are found. Of these 3491 are males while the remaInIng 

are females 

In Dega Damot Woreda still there is high population density more than the carrying capacity of 

the land. Even though the crude and agricultural densities of the Woreda are not as such 

considered to be high, which is 230 and 572 persons/km2 respectively, the carrying capacity of 

the woreda is eminently constrained by the low fertility of the land , inconsi tent weather 

condition, unavailability of inputs (technology, fertilizer, improved seed etc) , ragged landscape 

etc. Therefore, migration has given a breathing space fo r those who stayed behind, even if there is 

still a persisting high unemployment rate. As I ascertained it from the Woreda 's Documentation 
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and Information Centre Bureau, the unemployed manpower in the Woreda i v ry hi gh in b th 

rural and town. Unlike the previous trend which had been practiced for a I ng p ri d, the youn g 

offspring does not have the chance of getting piece of land from their parent du to lack of it. 

In the aforementioned Woreda, population growth has led to fragmentati on and degrada ti on o r 

land . During the period of the Dergue and EPRDF (Ethiopi an Peo ple Revo lutionary Democrati c 

Front), land is State owned and has to be redi stributed to the households. To quali ze the izc or 

land with family size, a frequent land distribution policy was impl emented occas ionall y durin g 

the Dergue regime. In addition, the government of EPRDF implemented land redi tributi on 

policy 1996/7 in Gojjam that targeted people who have been called ' bureaucrat ' (peo pl e who 

had an office during the Dergue regime). Assefa (2002) upports the above idca in hi s 

investigation that it was also applied in other areas like northern Shoa. As a rule, during thi s land 

distribution program, any bureaucrats ' who had more than a hectare of land were snatched and 

left only with one hectare. Then the land was redi stributed to other indi viduals with in a vcry 

fragmented term. Assefa (2002; 130) vividly puts the effects of 1997 land redi tribution poli cy as 

below; 

Ege's study in Yefat, Northern Shoa, shows that the reform stigmati zed a certain groups, 
those who had been elected to qabale offices as birokras i and those who held Illuch land 
before the 1975 reform as feudal remnants. These groups were permitted to keep one 
hectare, while other peasants could hold up to three hectares. 

Therefore, in addition to population pressure, in fact it is the main cause, the land policy of 

different regimes further facilitated the fragmentation and degradation of land in Dega Damot in 

particular and Gojjam in general. My informants ascertain thi s idea as a cause for their mi grati on. 

Migration can not be seen as the outcome of a single factor at a time rather it is the result of 

intertwined and inter-connected factors. However, in real fact , one factor may be more signifi cant 

at elaborating it at one instant than others. From Assefa ' s citation, Wood (1977) illustrated 

population growth and land degradation in Africa as follows ; 

Over recent decades in several parts of Africa, population growth has led to increas ing 
pressure upon land resources. In some cases, the introductions of new crops, changing in 
agricultural technology, and the development of seasonal mIgratIon and off farm 
employment have helped to support the growing numbers wlth1l1 additIonal areas of 

settlement (Assefa, 1999; 43). 
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The above case, to some extent supports the idea of Bo rup ' 11111 ati n in relati n t 

population. Unlike Malthus theory that takes people a a pa Ive ag nt D r chang, I think 

migration is taken as the last alternative for survival trat gy. Pe pi e try t 0 erc me the ex i ting 

problems by different means like applying organic and inorgani c fertili zer in order to increa e 

production; having government loans for di ffe rent purpose (like cattl e and heep br ding ) and 

participating in petty trading that support their income in add ition to reducing c n umption and 

changing dietary habits. This idea is clearly indicated by Tesfaye (2007). The ea e studie here 

under illustrate the above idea clearly. 

Case I 

Sixty-five years old informant Ato Yigremew Adalu, who e r sid nc 

remembers his life history as follows: 

In !\nclocle kcbelc, 

I was born in Arfa Debtera kebele in 1944. At the age of seventeen, 1 got marri d wilh lIIy .!ir.\·1 wif e, 

and I stayed there for five years. During the reign of Haile Sellassie, I was recruiled as a soldier and 

served in the military until the Dergue over threw the emperor. I gave lI1y dilly dl/ring Ihe whole lime 

of the Dergue. In addition, I gave two years service f or the present govermnel1l (EPI?DF). lIowever, in 

1993, I was hurt and retired. Since then I did not have any alternative bulla come back 10 l17y 

birthplace Arefa Selassie kebele. 

When 1 arrived in my birthplace, I did not get piece of land from my previous holding and f or me il 

sounds irrational to raise the question of land since I had departed f rom the area f or many years. My 

brothers who had stayed in our birth place for a long time did not have sujJicien/ amount of land that 

sustained them let alone to share it with me. 

When I was a soldier, I had the information about land availability in East Wol/ega. Then, I sent l1Iy 

brothers in order to assess the real situation. After they had the real information abol/ t land size, 

f ertility and the opportunity to own land, they returned and gave me f eedback. Before our deparlUre, 

we did not have any relatives in Wollega that could assist us in evelY aspect. Then in 1994, in the 

same year, I came with my brothers and settled in the lowland parts ofGidda Ay ana. No w, we have 

seven to ten hectares of land individually at the place called A ndodie. 

According to this informant, ' the Gojjam migrants started to come to Woflega during the reign of 

Haile Sellassie and that of the Dergue. During that period the migrant who came to east Woll ega 
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had the profession of church education and intended t xpand rth d x hri ti an it In th 

region and served here as 'Merigeta', priesthood and hur h ducati n t a h r. thc 

migrants settled in the highland parts of Wollega where hi gh p pul ati n d n it and rcl ati cl 

many churches have been found there in the past. However, during th time r th ! !aile , 'e llassie 

and partly to early period of the Dergue, he doe not Know anyb d wh am here du t lack 

of land from Dega Damot Woreda and settled in the low land part f idda Ayana f, r th ake of 

land acquisition'. 

Similar to the above case study, a consensus i reached by my fo us gr up di u ant , and key 

informants, that during the time of the Dergue, there was an attempt t r ttl the pe pi e of ga 

Damot that was initiated by Abuna Tewoflo , who was born in De a Dal17o/ and had a ehurch 

ad ministrative position in Wollega. Abune Tewoflos knew the ex istin e ntr t betwe n the two 

places (Gidda Kiramu and Dega Damo{ Woreda) , regarding ava il ability and f, rtility of land . 

Therefo re, in 1983, he initiated the resettlement program by per uad ing the ffi eials f Dega 

Damot Woreda . Since the people did not know the ex isting opportunity and leaving place of birth 

at that time was taken as disgrace due to the long-lived per i tent attaehment of th pe pie wi th 

their land and kinship. Due to this, the people of the Woreda were res istant t accept the 

resettlement program. Therefore, instead of the people of Dega Dal17o/ the Dergue I' settl ed the 

Wolloye during the famine of 84/85. 

But later, when the people of Dega Damo{ ,Quarit and ekela knew the ex i tence of fertil e land 

with suffi cient amount of size, they flocked one followed by another and occupied the low land 

part of Gida Ayana more than what the Wolloye settlers did. Hence, the people f Dega D 1n1O/ 

and the adjacent WOH!das came and controlled the very fe rtil e land but which i mostl y 

characterized by harsh climate. 

According to the informants, the mam causes for the accelerati on of mi gration of Gojjam 

Peasants in general and Dega Damot in particular were the e tabli hment of the Dergue 

resettlement program and the expansion of State Farms around Anger Gutin . The Gojjame were 

the employee for the State Farms. Due to that they reali zed the ferti li ty and the astnes of the 

area and made aware of the existing opportunities fo r their r lati e. It wa aft r the 
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di ssemination of information that the Gojj ame and th r mhar 

continuous and uncontrolled migration trend one aft r the ther. 

p pi d u h 

An individual may face various challenges at the time that can be e nid red a the au s G r hi 

departure. Assefa (1991 ; 45) illustrates the issue a fo llow: p J ul ati n in r ae i a mpanied 

by the inability of the land to produced grain . At the ame time, a th am unt f harv t as 

declining by years, it created frustration on people and fo re d them to I a th ir area f birth . 

And it was also supported by the news that explains about the ex i ting pportuni t at th place of 

destination further facilitated the migration of people by I av ing behind their birth plac . Thi s 

idea is clearly elucidated by my informants as the two ca es illustrate it a G II w : 

Case II 

Thirty-eight years of age informant, Ato Sewalemu, was born in Arfa Debterea kebe l In 1970 

and now he is living in Leli kebele, illustrated the challenge he enc untered and c mpe ll ed hi m 

to leave his place birth as such: 

In 1989, without my consent, J got married and my parents lei me 10 live wilh Illy wife. Wh 'n f opposed 

their idea, they bought me a sewing machine, which wa . ve,y expensive and was laken IS an honor in 

that time, in order to hinder my educational interesl which I had had il be/ore. DI/e 10 Ihis s ill/ Cllion, I 

totally left the intended educational aim and started to exerl my effort al sewing bes ides Clgricl/llLlral 

task. S ince I could not manage the two tasks, I hired laborer by paying f 00 · Ih. Birr per year. 

However, the land we had was not sufficient enough. To avoid such problelll , f rel1led land or 

practiced sharecropping methods from those who did nol have oxen or Ihose who were nol able 10 

work due to illness or old age. However, since the land was not as such /ertile, Ihis allempl \Vas nOI 

satisfactory. Then, J used another alternative thai is using inorganic / ertilizer in order 10 increase Ihe 

productivity 0/ the land. The government could lend it in lerms 0/ loan. Inilia//y we could produce 

enough amount 0/ production more than our daily subsislence. There/ore, il served liS nol only 

survival strategy, but also enabled us to pay the loan that we incurredfrom Ihe governlll el1l. 

As my focus group discussant and key informants affirm ed, ini tiall y, fo r at lea t three-fo ur years, 

using fertilizer was very effective due to the foll owing two reason . First, fertili zer was very 

cheap and at the same time government subsidized them fo r encouragement of more producti on 

in the name ' Serto Massaya' (model farmer). Second, using it as a new input for the land enabled 

them to get more production. But through time, it exacerbated the in fert ili t of land and u ing it 
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has become not as effective as before. On the other hand 

without it the land could not produce any thing. 

u In it became c mpul ry In c 

Thus, through time using inorganic fertilizer become ineffective. What th ey PI' du ed wa not 

more than the cost of the fertilizer. So they left with no option to verc me the ex i tin g I I' blcm 

at home. When the above two options failed, they decided to leave their birth place and ea rch for 

a better alternative. For the last option they migrated to Woll ega. 

Case III 

Forty five years of age informant, Ato Kebede who IS now li ving In Leli , clarifi es hi s Ii fe 

experience as follows: 

J was born in Chewane Mariam kebele in Dega Damot Woreda in 1963. I 01 educalion opporlunily 

only until grade three. J interrupted it because 0/ my ignorance and Iny parems boughl III ' a sewing 

machine that was considered as precious and served as a mea. 'ure o/slatus in terlllS 0/ wealth. II was 

in 1980, that J got married. As the customary rule dictates, Iny parents gave /li e ne hectare 0/ land 

with a cow and two sheep as 'tu' let' in addition to a sewing machine thaI Ihey had bought /01' me. As 

the number o//amily increased, the land became very fragmented. My elder brothers also shared "'Y 

parents' land and it became difficult for survival. Due to this, I decided to come 10 Woffega. l e/ore a 

year or two, there had been individuals who had come/rom Wollega. And I had in/ormalion aboUllhe 

area. Therefore, in 199 J J came to Wollega leaving my /amilies behind. Soon I came here, I became a 

sharecropper. Before J came here, J had sold the sewing machine and bought oxen in Woffega. Since I 

have oxen, I could get half of the crop production, unlike one- fourth 0/ produclion which i ' 

accustomed by those who give human labour service to the owner 0/ the land. Here, I have only one 

hectare of land that I bought from previous migrants but most 0/ my income depended on 

sharecropping. 

J did not have the chance of returning to my birthplace since my land was given to other individuals 

during the 1996/7 land redistribution. In/act, it is beller to have sharecropping in C idda Ayana than 

having land in Degadamot because 0/ the difference that exists between the two areas in terms 0/ 

production which is emanated/rom the/ ertility difference. Now, we have many relatives here, some 0/ 

them came for temporary in order to accumulate money and return to their homeland, and others have 

land through purchasing or clearing the forest. 
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If one assesses the case in relation to Dega Damot Woreda p pulati n pre ur d e n t initi at 

people to overcome the existing problem through innovation a what B rup th ught. nd al 

unlike Malthus theory, the peasants could not ee the ex iting chall nge pa i e ly rather they 

embarked different coping strategies to the existing con traint . Am ng the e coping stratc Jics, 

mi gration is taken as the last option for the peasants of Dega Dam t in parti cular and Amhara in 

general. Thus, both ideas that are forwarded by Malthus and Bo erup have a c rtain truth in a 

certain case, but with different constraints. Malthus does not con ider the intensifi ca ti on of 

production as the result of population increase, and conclude a a negative trait. Whil Boserup 

enthusiastically takes population growth as a means of innovati on but he did not actua ll y rea li ze 

the problems that people have faced in developing country. Innovati n i diffi ult to be r ali zcd 

in financially and environmentally poor countries (Primavera, 2005: 12) . 

3.1.2. Land Degradation 

Assefa (2002: 123) vividly elucidates that land degradati on is taken a the main causc for th e 

north south movement. The long inhabited areas of the north experienced eco logica l degradation 

due to over population, which is related with neo-Malthu ian populati n-environm nt 

explanation and a long-standing use by traditional farmers , which had resulted in deforestati n, 

soi l erosion and biological deterioration 

According to my key informants, when the land was unable to produce the ex pected yield , the 

peasants of Dega Damot Woreda applied different mechanisms to tackle the probl em. The first 

and decisive measure that they took was using 'madaberia' (inorganic fertili zer) in order to 

produce high yields from existing fragmented and degraded land. Their attempt was uccessful 

during the first two to three years. Nevertheless, due to the repetitive u e of fert ili zer, the amount 

of production decreases through time. So using it was not as effective as befo re because of 

environmental adaptation to the new input (fertilizer) .Furthermore, the price f fe rtili zer is now 

increasing to the amount that it could not be covered by surplus agri cultural production. 

Consequently, the attempt to overcome the problem of land degradation wa applied onl y for 

short-term. The consequence becomes the worst when the land could not produce anything 
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without fertilizer, and as the price of fertilizer could not be c er d b th pr ducti n that i. 

considered surplus from daily consumption. To pay fertili z r debt, (that the pea ant can g t 

fertilizer from government without direct cash but due to the agreem nt f a ear of r turn ), on 

must sell the whole production and is forced to remain empty hand . ThereG r , u Ing In rga nl c 

fertilizer becomes meaningless and it rather aggravated poverty. It ex p e th pea ant to 

additional burden in paying government debt. As we can see it lat r, it al initiat d sea nal 

migration in order to pay it. The agricultural experts of the Woreda preferr d organic fe rtili z r t 

the peasants. Nevertheless, it is unrealistic assumption since the peasant do not have en ugh 

cattle. This idea is clearly supported by my informants from the [ollowing a tud y. 

Case IV 

Forty-seven years old informant, Ato Alayu, who is li ving in Andode kebele aft r he came to 

East Wollega in 1992, recalls what forced him to leave his birthplace like bel w. 

I was born in Dega Damot Woreda, in Chatworka kebele. As the rule and 'UStOIllS 01 the society 

dictate, as soon as youths marry, their parents are obliged to give them land in addition to callIe and 

sheep as 'tulet '. However, lor me that was not done, but it was one- third 01 production. At that tilli e, 

my parents had relatively beller size 01 land The problem was the inlert ility 01 the soil which 

emanated from the over use of the land lor a long period and the cold weather condition that 

prohibited us from yielding sufficient production. The cold weather condition which is accompanied 

by heavy rainfall suddenly exposed our crop production to snow, which some tim es lefl us with empty 

hand. 

As the informant said 'benqirt lay j ero degf' which means the existing problem is accolllpanied by 

others', the heavy rain that accompanied by snow, not only eroded the land /ertility and threshing the 

cereals in its infancy stage, but it became the cause lor the loss 01 my ox (died by thundel), that had 

been given for me as 'tulet' by my parents. As the case became worst/or me, and when I saw Iny 

family starving, lfelt as an inferior from my colleagues. 

The last option that 1 had was to go to Wo/lega. Initially, when I decided to come to Wollega, my 

intention was to return to my locality, after / had sufficient amount 01 money thaI J thought enable liS 

to overcome the existing problems lor that moment. Nevertheless, when I aw the available 

'ty h . t ded al'm was changed Thererore having land as much as possible becallle opportumere, my 111 en .:1' , 

my priority. 
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3.1.3. Land Fragmentation 

Different factors are responsible for agricultural land fragm ntati n. The main fac t r that hay 

direct or indirect impact for the subdivision and fragmentati n f land hay be n th 

implementation of inheritance of land. According to this trad itional y t m f land inh ritancc, a 

family's land has to be divided among the sons, pledge that as the populati n incr ascs n t nl y 

the size of holdings decline but they are increasingly fragmented into small I' pi t , di pCI' cd 

over a wider area. The consequences of this problem include the fac t that fra gmcntati n crca ted 

difficulty for protection and supervision; as it entails travelling long di stance, I ss f wo rk hour. , 

the problem of transporting, agricultural implements and product ; and I' suit mal I and 

uneconomic size of operation holding (Gebeyehu, 1995 :248). 

The different land holding systems implemented in Ethiopia in di ffe rent regime exacerbat d th 

fragmentation of land. Prior to the coming of Dergue to power, the ri 'f / mmunal land holding 

system had prevailed for a long period. "In much restricted sense, the term risl may bc used t 

refer to descent corporation estates where any of individuals' lineal ancestors in rec nt g nerati on 

are known to have held land as a rist "(Hobben, 1973; 31). From thi , one can infer that, the risl 

land that becomes to a certain group/ further divided repeatedly as the new off pring began to 

live as independent from his family. In due course, such system led to scarcity of land and thc 

individuals share holding became very small (Hobben ,1973 ;130-36). 

The frequent land redistribution policy in Ethiopia also created tenure insecurity. ~he 
farmers do not have the confidence for their holding. So that, they do not wa nt to give 
care of their plot. Farmers with short- term leased land show little propensity to in vest in 
a long-term strategy for land improvement. Tenure certainty is mea ured th rough 
farmers' judgment as to what extent they fill assured of thei r long-term tenure. Tenure 
self-assurance is expected to be positively related to the area ope.rated given that fa rmers 
are more likely to correlation over which they have a long-term IIlteresl III term of their 
rights to cultivate the land on a continuous basis, to make and enforce a lea e or ale 
contract, and to dispose of land in the ways that provide adequate com pen all on .for the 
value of any improvement (like adding organic fertilizer, constructIOn of terracing for 
soil protection ... etc). Insecurity of tenure emerges as a promlllent explanatory factor 

(Gebeyehu, 1995; 254). 
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As my informants ascertained this fact, the land red i tribution p Ii r PRD F hi h wa 

implemented in 1996/97 targeted at some people who were con ider d a bur aucrat . Th p li e 

designed to reduce the land size of those bureaucrat to not more than ne h ctar . s a re ul t, 

when their children reached at the age of newly formed hOLl ehold head , th y aband ned thci r 

land to their newly formed household and migrate or they all owed their newl ~ rmcd h u hold 

to move to elsewhere in search of land or other opportunitie 

Case V 

Eighty four years old informant, Ato Alemneh, who came to Gidda Aya na Worcda in 1990 and 

settled in Andode kebele, remembers what intimidated him to abandon hi birthplace f Arcfa 

Debtera Kebele which is located in Daga Damot Woreda a follow ; 

Wh en 1 had leji Dega Damot Woreda in the 1950s due 10 social relaled pr blem and slayed in Sidalllo 

Kifle Hager until the Red terror forced me to return 10 my birlh place in 197 . As s on as I callie to 

Dega Damot, 1 requested the officials of the kebele (Arefa Debtera) for land. Then, th ,y gave lIIe thre ' 

'timad' (314
1h 

a hectare) of land that was not enough 10 support my need. Besides tlF .\"lIIalln ' .I".\· of the 

size, the land was infertile, due to frequent soil erosion and the overuse of the land fo r lIIany years. 

Thus, the land could not give survival means for my family. 

To escape from such difficult life, 1 devised a means, that is 10 rnigrate 10 Wollega where plenlY of land 

available during that time. Even though 1 did not ascerlain it personally, I had heard inf orlllalion 

about the existence of sufficient land here in Wol/ega, particularly in the lowland parIS of idda 

Ayana Woreda. So, to achieve my intended objective, 1 cooperated wilh fiv e hOllsehold heads 'uch as 

Alem Belay and Alemu Tegegne and requested the officials of our Woreda to gel Ihe release paper fOl~ 

resettlement in the aforementioned Woreda. During that time, Dega Damot Woreda was adminiSlraled 

by Lij Mulate who wrote a permission letter in March 1990 to East Wol/ega Zone, which wa fo und in 

Neqamte. In Naqamte, wefound a man whose name was Niggussie Fenla (A mhara) who was a parly 

secretary of Wollega, helped us by having the permission of reselllemenl. The selllers who could gel 

permission during that time were around six hundred household heads. 

When we arrived in Gidda kiramu Woreda in 1990, it was Ihe lime of unrest in Ihe area due 10 Ihe 

prevalence of the civil war. After we had arrived Ihere, Ihe officials of Ihe Woreda welcomed us 

enthUSiastically and gave order to the people in order to construct a hOllse which served as a 

temporary shelter. However, the Dergue regime was col/apsed and Ihe altempl of reselllemel7l that 

was supported by the Dergue offiCial was not fully realized. Even Ihough, the altempl \\las not 

successfully accomplished officially, it served as the base for mosl of us to come to Wol/ega and to 
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have enough amount of land for us Late' . I ' ,r 
. I , In line, 111 0.1'1 OJ Ihe elller broughl Iheir relalives. /11 .1' /1 h 

way, Gidda kiramu woreda now Gidda A . I I 
yana parl/cu ar y Ihe low lands was predominal1lly sell led by 

Amahra migrants who came here duro Ih D 
Ing e ergue reselllelll enl program and a IeI' Ihal dllring 

EPRDF due to spontaneous migration mainly /rom Gojjam a ' Ihe reslilt of land ra menlalion alld 

infertility. 

The above informant had experienced social problems that had indue d hi mi grati n t the 

different parts of the country before he embarked mi grati on to ea ·t W II ga du land 

degradation and fragmentation. 

Case VI 

Forty-one years old informant recalled landfragmentation as Ihe main calise f or his migralion. A I 'r / 

got married in 1990, I wanted to have my own share of land as a meansfor slirviva/. //oHiever, sillce 

my elder brothers had already occupied the land, my allempl 10 gel it was jllsl fi ilil ,. T overCOl II ' 

existing problem, I decided to go to Wollega. Forlhisfacl, / deparled/roll1 Illy birlhpla e and came to 

Wollega in order to have land in 1993. Aft er I arrived here, since I did not have inilial capitol ond 

relatives here, I entered as sharecropper that is one- fourth of the produ Is. Afl er a year, / cOllld 

identify the area in which plenty of land available and I had enough land by clearing Ihe foresl. Th en, 

I brought my family and relatives here. Now I have len hectares of land in villa e (Mendel) 7'wenly­

One. 

3.1.4. Social Problems 

Different kinds of social problems have induced migration. Such as blood fe ud , fami ly di spute t 

have land, lack of oxen, entitlement decline, and others. As Hobben ( 1973) i lIu trated, the idea 0 f 

conflict that emanated from the conceptual and the actual system of land acqu i ition. He states 

that 'rist ' should be recognized in two meanings. One is as the right a person ha to acq uire land 

that firs t held by any of his relatives or ancestors in any line of de cent (fa ther or mother). In its 

narrower sense, by virtue of such a recognized right. Accord ing to him, it i the dual nature of 

rist, which guides to the basic terms of rist system that simultaneou ly create conflict within it 

and pledge to it (Hobben, 1973, 12- 13). The social problems that ha e occulTed in Dega Damol 

directly or indirectly have been related with land problems (degradati on, fragmentati on and 

scarcity). Land claim is a complicated concept which needs a thorough in e ligation . Thu . the 
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complex social problems that triggered the peasants of De a DamOI tI c the ar a f n 11n 

have to be clearly outlined here under from different ca tudi 

Blood Feud as a cause for migration 

My group discussants and key informants took blood feud a the ne cau 'e ~ r rlain gr up f 

migrants from Dega Damot. Blood feud in Dega Damot Wor da i a CO I11I11 n ph n 111 n n. The 

causes for such occurrence are varied. It has mainly el11anated fr m sh rla e fl and . Ian I is 

considered to be the livelihood of the peasants as in other rural part of th c untr , it h rlagc 

and system of acquisition led people to competition. When their all I11pt of acquisili n fa il ed , 

people resorted to the use of force as a means to acquire it. Thus bl d ~ Lid in thc cicty cven 

within the relatives is frequent. Whatever the causes for the blo d ~ Lid it is c nsid rcd as thc 

cause for the migration of Dega Damot peasants to east Wollega parti ul arl y t 

Woreda. The two case studies forwarded here under clearly explain thi fact. 

' idda ;1 yon 

Case VII 

Thirty years of age informant, Ato Melkamu, who wa born in Feresbet Michae l and n w, is 

working as a hotel servant at Ato Ayele Bezabih 's hotel at Gutin , outlined hi s lifc hi story as 

follows: 

My parents died when J was kid. Nevertheless, before my parents died, f had had a wife frO Ill O ll/' 

neighborhood, when 1 was eight. The marriage tie between us had its own intended purpose. Since the 

f amily of my wife and mine were very rich, they wanted to get support fro m one another for further 

economic cooperation. When my parents died, the task of upbring ing me relied on the shoulder of ll1Y 

mother-in-law and father-in-law who initiated me to continue the traditional church education, which 

[ had already started before. Then after, I accomplished it and became a deacon. Soon after according 

to the dogma of Ethiopian Orthodox Church, we had our marriage lhrough communion. 

However, in 2003 unexpected and sudden situation happened in our falllily. That was Illy wi e '05 fa ther 

was killed by his brother (blood feud between brothers). !l became biller and sorrow or us. Due to 

that, my wife became frustrated and lost any furth er hope. Therefore, she decided not 10 continue her 

modern education. Nevertheless, through the ceaseless effort of her 1II 0ther and lII e, she recovered 

from that situation to some extent and continued her education a year later. She took the t ational 

Exam in 2004 and joined Addis Ababa University lhe fo llowing year. Then, she successfully 

accomplished her education 2007 with Bachelor of Arts Degree in Geography. 
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In terms of property, we can live without difficulty but due to blood f eud, m lVi e could not lead stahle 

life with me. When she has begun to live in her fa mily homestead, th illlotion became very 

complicatedfor her. She does not want to see her uncle as well as hisfomil . Quarreling with him and 

his fam ily has become her day-to-day task. She has begun to force me to kill her lin Ie, which is the 

norm rather than the exception in our culture what we call 'dem melll eles ' (killing sOlli e one as 

revenge). Since I could not accept her decision accordingly, our life ha ' become f llll of liability rather 

than asset. When her uncle has realized her intention, he has watch ,d me in slisp iciollsly and even he 

wanted to kill me. 

When my brothers knew the intention of my wife that is aggravating blood f eud, they or ed lIIe to 

divorce her. I do not want to divorce her due to my love and I could not lIIarl), other wi e dlle 10 

communion marriage. On the other hand even if I love her so milch, I do not have th , intel7l ion to kill 

her uncle. The reason is due to thefear of the extension of blood f eud to Illy falllily . In addit ion, since I 

am a deacon, I know the wrong deeds of killing a person. I fa ced tw contradi t I)' sitllations; the one 

that encouraged me to immerse in blood feud and the other thaI forced me to divorc, 111)1 wi e rather 

than bloodfeud. To escape from such difficulty, I came to Gutine and n w I have b 'ell sear hill?for 

better job that can support my life. 

Due to the above case study, blood feud is a cause of migration. I ad fcud 111 Dega I C1111 0 ( 

Woreda is emanated from different but intertwined social problem 

Case VIII 

An informant of forty-six years of age elaborates his history as f ollows. I was born in Gende\lleha 

kebele in 1963. At age of seven, I joined church education nearby our village. In 19 5, our neighbor 

who quarreled with my uncle land demarcation ('Darcha ,) killed him. It created sorrow in ollr fa lllily . 

There fore, we began to strive in order to kill our neighbor as revenge. Failure to take revenge 

against the one, who kills his relatives, considered as coward and f eels humilialed. Th erefore, blood 

feud between two enemies is a common occurrence in Daga Damot in particular and the adjacent 

Woredas in general. 

ld b h k h b kl'/ll'ng the '11u/·de/'er As expected, bv their o\lln tllm , This case our e er rot er too t e revenge y , . .T 

they came to take revenge. So, there was exchanging of skirmish between us. On the process of it, we 

had a better position since we hadfort that we prepared itfor defense purpo e. As the reslllt, we took 

the upper hand and killed other two individuals. 

After that was happened, many individuals attempted to hinder the blood fe ud. For this purpose, \lie 

k d k ' / . d 'fl , 1 Since we killed three persons for one, the indelll nity becollle as ed to pay' ye em assa 1/11 eml1l,y/. 
. ld,/'-r; S d'd not realize the attelllpt of reconciliation. 111 place of it, the 

very high than we cou 0JJer. 0, we I 
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fo ur brothers left our parish (mender) and migrated to Wol/ega in the year of 1994. in e we Ie t o"r 

birthplace they did not want to take revenge on our relatives wh stay there. 

As soon as we came here, we entered in the forest, cleared it and auld ain enough a/ll ount a lond 

for us. On average, we have eight timad of land for each. Since we have been c nsidered illegol due to 

the blood f eud, the land we had in our birthplace was given to other individuals. There/ore, we do not 

have the chance of return to our birthplace. If we face the worst, we will han Ie aliI' d 'stinatioll to 

other area rather than our place of origin 

Early Marriage as a social problem induce mi gration 

As all of my key informants and interviewees reached consen u , the marri age trad iti n f I ega 

Damot became the cause for migration mostly for female. According t them in ega Damot 

Woreda, particularly in the rural part, the marriage practice has been exclusive ly d termined by 

the parents. That means, without the knowledge of the hu band and th wi fe the marri a Ie practi ce 

has been accomplished by their parents. Thus, divorce is a common happening in the s ciety. In 

addition, the parents forced their children for marriage at their teenager particul arl y th lirl . T 

escape from such situation, the youth particularly females have embarked mi Irati n parti cul arl y 

to the urban area even some times they migrate to other rural part f the country as the ca es 

here below illustrates: 

Case IX 

Thirty two years of age female informant, Woyzero Mulu, who was born in Dengay Ber Se llasie 

and now is helping her brothers in their farms at Leli Mariam illustrate her ca e as fo ll ows : 

Without my knowledge at age of thirteen, my family let me man y my first husband. ince I was a child, 

I did not stay with him. After two years of divorce, I got married to my second hllsband. Unfortunately, 

he did not have any personality to the extent that he spent his time in drinking. /-Ie has beco/ll e 

extravagant for money. Since he was rude and the so-called, he said, hitnself brave, so that he always 

disturbed me as well as my family. He controlled me by force than interest. Since I have only one elder 

brother, I did not tell the reality due to f ear of quarrel with my husband. My fa ther and lIIother are too 

old, so that they could not challenge himfor divorce. Due to that 1 could withstand whatever challenge 

I r. d E h ' I'ty tended to the extent that he spent day and night in the town by hOl'ing Jace. ven IS p ersona I ex 

I h I
· d' k Nih t the money but also he became intoxicated until he lost his balance. a co a IC fin . at on y e spen 

Wh I h ty we had he J'oined the National defence force. /-Ie served in the 
en we ost, watever proper , 
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de.,rence .ror three years and then ret'lrned h I 
/ ' /l , W en t Ie government implements arm d'mobi!t:otion 

programme. 

1 have a brother in Wollega who had come here before and e ·tabli hed a stron e onOllliC base. When 

he came to see us, 1 used such opportunity and suddenly took one bold decis ion. The decision \\las that, 

instead of living with my husband, who always made life complicated for my alllily, and me, it \lias 

better to go to Wollega with my brother. When 1 shared the idea to my br ther, he becalll e happy alld 

he ascertained me that he shares my idea. To accomplish our target, my brOlher md / devised a lIIeans 

of escaping from our family and my husband. Our parenls were n t willin to leave liS IOgether since 

they needed our assistance. We left our birthplace at nighl on f ool fr om a li I' kebele (Bi: llhan Marialll) 

until Tame Giorgis. Then, from Tam e to Bure we went by bus. The nexl day, we arrived at '1I1in 1'0 111 

Bure by bus. 

After a year of my stay in Wollega, 1 married another man who had 10.1'1 his wife dll ' 10 lIIalaria. Tlte 

marriage was accomplished after we had clearly analyzed and assessed 0 111' previolls life hislOIy. {)\v 

we have three children. We have also enough weallh. Like Illy brolher, we have IwO hOllses; on ' lit 

Gutin and the other at Leli. Our land is more than enough. Approximalely, we hav ' I' ll he tor '.\'. /11 

addition to this, we also bought a house at Bure at the cost of fifiy IhOllsand £ Ih. Birr. OIV this It (}/IS , 

can cost not less than one hundred f ifty thousand £ th. Birr. 

My previous husband knows where J am now. However, due to the combined effort of verhal threol 

from my husband and brother, he does not disturb me. The only thing Ihal 1 can nOI cia is 10 vis il Illy 

f amily, including my daughter that 1 had. 

Case X 

Thirty years old f emale informant remembers what f orced her to abanclon her place of birlh. / \\las 

born in Dega Damot Woreda in 1978. At age of eight, J began 10 altencl modern eclllcalion. However, 

at age of eleven, J was f orced to marry a priest. Since it was a communion marriage, I could nol 

divorce him. So J withdrew from education for two years. When he wenl 10 advance educalion 

(aquaquam and qine), I was also allowed to continue my education unlil his relum . Wh en he 

accomplished his education as expected, J was also f orced to leave il for Ihe second lillie. AI thai tilli e, 

we could have a child (baby) . 

Nevertheless, during that tim e, some thing that surprised me happened. Wh ile he lVas at onder for 

ji h d 
. h b d h d arffiair with other woman which is prohibiled by the Orthodox urter e ucatIOn my us an a an ' 

. . h' I d ' d h ' 1 Since I had an educated brother in Bahir Dar, when he Church doctnne. Due to t IS Ivorce /11 . 

h k 
. d ' tely and encOlII'aged me to continue Illy education. Howel'er, 

knew the case, e too me Imme /Q 
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during that time, I was pregnant for the d ' To'h secon IIIne. erefore, I reI 11m d 10 111 parel7l ' hallie 10 

have the second baby. After a year or nursi Ih b b I . ' . 
'.I ng e a ~, wen I 10 Bahlf' Dar 10 'onllnlle Illy dllcallon 

again. Th en I continued it and took the National Exam in 1999 . I I I Id . evel1 1e ess, call nOI S ore a good 

point that enabled me to j oin university As a resull (,0' II . b ' I h ' I ' 
. , JI I 1e lime ell7g, 1011 I III Gllloroc 1 

(temporarly) Primary School, in Dembecha Woreda, which is velY hal and harsh climale. Th ere, I 

raced dlifjrrerent challenges in addition to th II · d ' . To'h 
J ' 'J' e wea 1el can 111011. e area has been Ihe place or snake 

breeding which threats our life. The other problem Ihal I faced was Ihal, Ihe divorced hllshand 0 lII ine 

wanted to take me f orcefully. 

Thus, for these reasons I began to search differenl alternalives. However, Ihe lasl plion for lIIe \\las 10 

come to Wollega. Before I came here, I had two brOlhers who had come 10 Wo ffe a dll 10 10 'k a land 

at the place of origin. Aft er they came here, the elder brolher becallle a mer hal1l and Ihe Olh 'r olle 

became a farm er here in Cutin. Now I do not have my own house here. Therefor , 10 S ' //I" lIIyse/f. I 

do two j obs alternatively. The first one is helping my brothers during Ihe seeding and harvest seasoll 

in order to get money f or the return. The other one is praclicing proslillil ion during a - farlll season. I 

did it s ide by s ide with the Hotel service. The owner of Ihe hOlel paid me only sevenly Elh. Birr per 

month. Nevertheless, it creates opportunity for me 10 have proslilLilion, which helps III ' in 'orning all ' 

hundred Eth. Birr per day. 

It is after a long time of struggle f or educational achievement Ihal I have been illllll ' rS'd in .I' ll 'h Iyp ' 

of task and it becomes the last alternative for me. At Ihis momenl, my children are \IIilh Iheir fa ther 

and I am helping them by sending money to him. However, since I do nol wan I to expose what I alii 

doing for them, I pref er them to stay there 

From the above case studies, there are different social problems that are inter-c nnected or 

intertwined and at the same time a complex process of human reality. 0 that seeing onl y one 

factor by letting others aside becomes unreali stic assumption. However, fo r the ake of 

understanding and treating separately, one factor become more igni ficant than others at one 

instant. From the above four case studies, many factors are outlined fo r initi ati n of mi gration. 

For example; early marriage, blood feud, being unsuccessful in educational achievement. 

inappropriate behavior of the husband, conflicts ari se from land shortage and ther related 

interrelated factors. All these factors at the same time are accompanied by the presence of 

relatives at destination. There fore, not only the di fferent push fac tor co incided but al 0 th e pull 

and push factors at a time. From Assefa (2002;118) citati on, McCann ( 1987) put migrati on a 

mechanism of escaping for the criminals and their relatives and even fo r th e h had uffe red 

due to loss of prestige in the northern community. 
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crimt.inals: thohse falsely accused of crimes, and even those who had uf ered the I f 
pres Ige m t e north community ft . . . ? en restored to flI ght rather than fa e the 
~on~e~u~~~~s ~fthe;.r deeds locally. SlI1ce relatives up to the fourth c Il ateral line ul d 

fr
e ~ ta

h 
e ore mes, close kin often accompanied the e cap e to a new life in th 

ontler were a man 's or woma ' . . . n s past mattered les than hI or her ad I tability t 
new situatIOn. 

3.2. Pull factors 

Tesfaye (2007) tries to indicate the factors that initiate people to leave th ir ar a f birth an I 

settle somewhere else. These include; land availability at de tination , kin an I p r pre ure, the 

quest for better life and geographical proximity or easy access to th de tinati n ar a. /\ rding 

to him 

the four most important factors that attracted the migrants into Gidda Kiramu W reda in 
terms of relative importance are; the avai lab ili ty of fertil e land at dc tinati n, 
particularly in the areas that had been unoccupied and vacant; the pre ence f relative 
and friends(kin and peer pressure); the quest for better li fe and the suitability f lil11 3ti 
condition. Although less significance, compared to the aforementi oned fa tors the 
opening of Bure-Neqemte road in the early 1990s which made traveling to the ho t area 
relatively easier, was considered as a pull factor in its own ri ght( 2007 ;60). 

3.2.1. Availability of Fertile Land 

The ever-diminishing fertility of farm land at the place of origin and the pre ence of ferti Ie land at 

the place of destination is taken as a primary pull factor for the migrant , after they have been 

informed about the easy availability in Wollega (Tesfaye,2007;61) . Accordin g to my inform ants 

explanation about the availability of land in Wollega is illustrated with the problem of land at 

origin. Their expression is the same analogy to the two sides of a coin. That i in uffi cient or lack 

of land and availability of fertile land can be taken as intertwined which accelerate rural-rural 

migration particularly to the aforementioned area. As ascertained by the inform ant , when th e 

people of Dega Damot ,Quarit and Sekela have known the ex istence of ~ rtil e land with 

relatively sufficient amount, they have migrated one fo llowed by others and occupied the low 

land part of Gida Ayana. 
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3.2.2. The Presence of Relatives (Kin and Peer 

Pressure) 

Before giving a detail account to explain the significance of peer and kin ef~ 1 in aUra tin ) 

migrants, it is essential to explain the idea of 'migration network ' which can be xp lain d a " et 

of interpersonal ties that connect migrants, former migrants and n n-migr nl in th ri gin and 

destination areas through tie of kinship and friendship and har d c mmunity ri gins". Th is i 

also seen as 'network-mediated migration' or chain migration ' (T s[aye, 2007; 6 1). A cl ady 

put by my informants and also corroborated by Tesfaye (2007) th ' mi gral ry n tw rk ' uld 

assist in the system that families, relatives and friends who had prcviou Iy mi ' rated and 

generated important information about the opportunitie and challeng that I er ist In 

destination area. In addition, they would provide food lodge, initial cap ital includin ' land t the 

new arrivals to get survival in the new areas; and they could provide cial tran iti n with out 

difficulty (Ibid; 62-63). 

By giving due attention to the study area, Gidda Kiramu, Te fay (2007) a c rtaim;d 

acceleration of migration due to the presence of kin and peer pres ure. 

Early arrival to Gidda Kiramu Woreda played a considerable role in encouraging their 
extended family members, other relatives and friends to leave their homes and j in 
them". He also tried to see the local (Woreda) variation of kin and peer pres ure by 
taking the percentage ratio of respondents. As such, 90% of sampled migrant who had 
relatives in the destination area came from Semeda, Este, Saint Ajbar and oncha I 0 

Ense Woredas. On the other hand, the rest four-origin areas namely; aint Oega 
Damot Dembecha and Motta accounted 10%. The given exp lanation for th is variati 11 

are the' time span and intensity of 'migration network'. According to him "the innux. of 
the Gojjame to the area is, therefore, connected more with the stres ful and compell lllg 
situation, the peasants in the region encountered at the (Ime of the 1996/97 land 
redistribution scheme and the relative proximity of Gojjam to Wollega than (he pre el1 ce 

of migratory net work (Ibid, 64-65). 

Unlike the idea, the existence of peer and kin pressure is one of the main factor that c -ex i ted 

with push factors at the origin and other pull factors at destination. A I di co ered it fr m my 

informants one who faced land scarcity and other factors al 0 initiated b the pre enc of 

, 1 t " TXT II I dd't'on it is the absence of the di seminati n of informati n until Ie a lves III east rr 0 ega. n all , 
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1990 that the wave of spontaneous migration was not recogni zed fr m D a Damor 11 r ,do t 

the low land part of Gidda Ayana. The spontaneous migration trend was l bli h d In 

as mentioned earlier. Moreover the land redistribution of 1996/97 add a fu I n th alre d 

persistent spontaneous migration. Nevertheless, once the ' n twork e tab li h d', it di min t . 

information about the actual situation of the area in addition to giving t chni ca l and materi al 

support for the new arrival at destination. Thus, its significance in acc lerating mi rati n ithin 

this short period from Dega Damot to Gidda Ayana is more than what T sfaye tri d t illu ·trate 

in his studies. Particularly migratory networks have played a great r I for th e temp r r 

(return) migrants and for those who have early family migrant who c uld hav cn ugh 111 unt 

of land that enable them to share it to their relatives and family m mber . T UPI rt the ab vc 

idea let me put three case studies here under. 

Case XI 

A man of 20 years old informant, Habtamu Atnafu who i now li ving in Leli K ,be! ' with hi s 

uncle, remembers what initiated him to come to Gidda Ayana Woreda a £ II ws. 

/ was born in Hana Mariam kebele from a very poor peasant/amily. So I have 'perienced to hire 11/ 

labour since the age 0/ seven. First, my aunt as herdsman hired me and I receiv ,d one hund,.,d 8irr 

per year. However, the money was not given to me rather it was served/or my /amily consllmption. III 

the fo llowing year, my aunt's daughter also employed me with same amount o/money but it was also 

given to my parents. 

Since the above task was not relevant lor me, / pre/erred to take another alternative. 7/1Ot lVas 

attending church education. / pre/erred it because any body who does not have money could 

accomplish it with out difficulty by having the daily consumption fro m the society through begging, 

which is the norm for those who attend church education rather than the exception. I finished it with in 

eight years. At this point, 1 also laced another challenge that is the absence 0/ money or 

transportation to Debre Markos the place where The Eastern Cojjam Zone hurch Authority is/ollnd 

and it is from here that one who has accomplish church education can acquire legality 0/ priesthood. 

Due to this, my effort 0/ attending church education had become frui tless. 

F h h · d I . / It ' d to attend modern education. To do this, I con ulted a teacher \IIho or t .e t.lr a ternatlve, a so f'le 
. . H d t have it and I)'oined grade two since I had hurch education. 
IS our l7leghbour. e encourage me 0 

'11' I: Y I'ntendedpurpose since he wanted me toellgoge in income However, my father was not WI mgJor m 
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generating activities to complement the family 's economy. When I re /I d 10 

f orced me to leave our home. 
pI 111. declSlolI, h ' 

The last decision that I took was to come /0 Wollega Md '" . I 
. Y e ISlon 1 as a 0 ellcouraged hy Ihe 

presence of my uncle in Wollega. Since I did nOI have Ihe money fi r Iransp rl, I borrOI ed II rOIll 

migrants who came to our locality to visit their relalives. They h IV known hilll p r 0 1101/ 111' oil 'go 

as well as in his birthplace so that they lent the money (,0/ ' In e Alfie' I ' I d I I d I 
J' . I I eac le I lere, Ie pell I Je III OII !!) ' 

and motivated me to work with him. 

Then I have been working in his agricultural task. In return fi r Ihis, he pays III ' 'nough (llII OU/JI () 

money. For instance in the previous years I earnedfour Ihousand £ Ih Birr p r ear. For Ihis year. Ih I 

amount that I can earn is not known since it is de/ermined by Ih e lIIarkel pri 0 If! I of!./"ic ullural 

products. 

My future aim after having enough amount of money is 10 r lurn 10 Illy birlhplo I alld b I 0 111 ' II 

merchant. If my uncle had not come to Wol/ega, I would no/ have cOllie h P . Sin I I \\las ver (i uIIR. 

I could not know where the opportunities have been fo und. My un I , nOI only s 'rv 'd a.\· a sprillgboard 

f or my arrival but also for his younger brother, sisler and Illy elder br Iher. II , shor Ie! his 10lld or IllS 

younger brother. His sister married an early migranr. Bu/ my elder brOlh 'r one! I ollie her ' 10 h (ll 'e' 

money as seasonal/abarer. We can nat get land here in Wo/lega since il is a liP; Id l y olhers Ipho 

had come earlier than us. 

3.2.2. Expectation of better life 
As some of my informants clearly outlined, the expectation of better li~ D r the future i alwa 

associated with the existence of constraints that will hinder their ad ancement. Thcr fi rc, it is th 

lack of future hope in their area of origin that creates frustration. T e cape fr m u h threat. 

people decide to migrate to the area that they assumed to be con enient D r th ir ad an ment. 

These types of migrants relatively have better economic base at origin, 

any challenge at the destination. For instance, they can buy land fr m the and the early 

migrants without any difficulty or experiencing sharecropping and hired a a la a r ult. 

within a short period, they could accumulate more wealth than their n m time 

from the earlier migrants. This fact is clearly illustrated by minD r1113]1t a b I 

XII 
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Forty five years of age informant, Ato Matebe Gete outlined what initi ated him t mj Jrat 

Wollega by leaving his birthplace and relatives behind. 

1 was born in Bizuan Kebele in 1964. In 1981 1 got ma/'r/'ed a/7d had I d ' dd" 'r I 'd ' an 117 CI {liOn 10 /J et an 

began to lead independent life, 1 lived in my birthplace until 2000. Relatively to my nei hbor ', I h d a 

better living standard. Besides agricultural activities, I bought sewing machine and grindin mil/ that 

supported me in generating income, At that time, 1 also saved 6000 Eth. Birr /rom sewing, rinding 

and agricultural productions, 

When 1 got enough money for my family survival, my f uture aspiration to be rich accelerated. As the 

intention increased, 1 realized that the existing situation in my birthplace did not aI/ow me to a Ir ieve 

the intended objective, Due to this, 1 designed other alternatives to escape /rom .I' Ll h limitation, Th lls, 

1 decided to migrate to Wollega where enough amount of land is available with its / ert ility. I calli ' 

here with out the knowledge of my parents since they did not allow me to do so, 

As soon as J arrived at Gutin, J got the early migrants that I had known in our neighborhood. I spent 

f ew weeks with them. With their help, 1 bought ten hectares a/ land /or./ive thousand Eth. 8irr without 

much difficulty. In this case 1 had my own land and was able to produce enough production, Wh 'n I 

came here, 1 left the sewing and grinding mill for my parents, Now I realize thell it is b '" er to 

participate in agricultural investment than having sewing machine and grinding lIIil/ as be/ore, 

Therefore, together with my sister, we have rented seventy hectares a/land II price a/50, 000 Eth. 8irr, 

Since the area is totally covered with f orest, we are preparing ii / or cultivalion /01' this year, 1 y hiring 

daily labourers, we are working day and night/or the intended aim, 

3.2.4. Other Pull Factors 
In addition to the aforementioned factors, there are other pull factors that have been acce lerating 

migration. These are the relative proximity of the Woredas, (the origin and de tination), the 

opening of Bure-Naqqamte road, and the attitudinal change of the sending societ about 

migration. As explained by my informants, the opening of Bure-Naqamte road makes their 

journey much easier. The harsh weather condition that faced the mi grants in add ition to the Abay 

gorge on foot has been substituted by road transport. One informant recall hi experience a 

such. ' When I came here for the first time, it was on foot and it took me D ur da t arri ve at 

Gutin, However, the construction of Bure-Naqamte road, made it a one-da tra el, a result, at 
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present I can visit my relatives two to three times a year with out difficulty. nd it i th pr 

of this road that has accelerated seasonal migrants to come here in order to rk in th ir fr tim 

at home village'. 

I also support the idea of my informant from my own field experience. During th time 

fieldwork (in January and February 2009), I saw large number of return mi grant (th 

well as those who visit their families). That means the migrants flocked t their r gi 

m 

l a 

their parents and relatives. Seasonal migrants also return to their birthplace t pay th d bt the 

borrowed from the government while they had been in their home village in additi n t remit the 

money to their relatives besides visiting. During my April fieldwork the ther I' und mo cment 

of migration was intensified. From this, I could realize that the construction f lJure- aCjal11t ' 

road has intensified the migration trend in both its volume and rate. imilarl y Zclalcm (2 4), 

Assefa (1999) and Tesfaye (2007), ascertained the post 1991-migration trend a ' th ute m f 

the opening of Bure-Naqamte road considered as the most significant pull fa t rt the area . 

The proximity ofthe area is considered as another pull factor for mi gration . N adj acent ar a that 

has enough land to attract the migrants than east Wollega. Even though, the s uth-wcstern part f 

Ethiopia is relatively sparsely populated, it is only east Wollega found in near by .~ I' oJjam. As 

Olij ira (1 994) and Tesema (1980) try to elucidate it, in addition to the adj acent I cati on of the 

areas, they have historically relations that went to many centuries, e peciall y in trade. It i thi s 

historical contact, in addition to the physical proximity that increa es the rate f mi grati n 111 

these two regions (Gojjam and Wollega). 

The last but not the least, the people's attitude towards migration has changed thr ugh tim e. In 

the past as ascertained by Hobben (1973), the people of Dega Damol in parti cul ar and mhara in 

general were culturally bound to their land right. As a result, they were confi ned to their I cality. 

Now such trend has been gradually changed and people take mi gration a a mean D r ur i al 

strategy rather than as threat for their identity. By sending their famil y member the I eo ple of 

Dega Damot are able to tackle the existing problem through remittance fro m b th permanent and 

seasonal migrants. It is also taken as a positive force since it relie es further fragmentati on of 
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their landholdings. Therefore, the people of the aforementi ned ~ r do 

towards migration in proverbs. For instance: 

Lit. 

Tatibo sayqeqel ayibelam guaya,' 

Guarown ayileqimji/ sew ena ahya. 

"Vetch could not be eaten before washed and cooked ' , 

A donkey and a foolish would rather die than leaving 'heir homestead. " 

itiv ttitud 

The above proverb clearly shows the acceptance of migration by th S unlik La in I at 

home. The one who stays in the locality by facing the ex i ting chall nge ralh I' than em arki n I 

migration is considered as foolish and lazy. Since donkey is the sY l11b I 

aforementioned society's attitude. 
lazin s in the 

The above assertion is clearly supported by Assefa (1999) from hi s findin r ..:. thni into Irati n 

and conflict. His Wolloye informants illustrated the arne prov rb in rder t 'x pre s lh -ir 

feelings during the time of economic and social stresses like: 

Samay sidemamin bare yalalaw saw; 
Irabsha sinasa biret yalalaw saw: 

Aywardim way Jimma min alkasakasaw. 

"Someone who does not have an ox when the sky is cloudy; 
And one who does not have a gun when there is unrest; 
Shouldn't he descent to Jimma than loitering here." 

J imma is known for its high production of coffee to which poor men fl ock during the c ffee-picking ea on, 
accumulating considerable amount of money within a short peri?d. When they retum afte r ab ut a ouple ~f 
years, they manage to buy a pair of oxen and some cows on whIch they rei to become Independent farlllel s 
(Assefa , 1999; 48-49). 

In general the Gojjame farmers have changed their previously had negati e 

migration. This attitudinal change influences their decision of mi grati on. 

opted migration than shouldering all the challenges they faced at home. 

th 

utI k a ut 

ta t d farm er 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

4. THE PROCESS OF SETTLEMENT AND ADAPTATION 

4.1. Settlement Process 

The process of settlement and adaptation of the migrants varie depending n the peri d lh I f 

arrival and the establishment of migratory network. For instance, mo t f th arl arr i al 

Dega Damot Woreda migrants did not have the exposure to practi c har cr pp in . in c the 

area was not well settled by the early arrival, they simply entered int a d lh ' 

actual challenge there. They adapted the harsh natural environment by di m r nt m hani m. Th ' 

constructed a temporary and simple house by combining of the exi ting tr e in th ~ r t ith 

out cutting or displacing their natural holding. They also protected thems 1 v fr m wi Id an i 111 , Is 

by using different means. For instance, they used fire and weapon (whi ch they br u Jj1t it I' 111 

their place of origin) ; and by spending the night in-group fo r defense. They al 

that had been found in the forest. Two of my informants illustrated what they fa d in th ' ar 'a 

during their arrival. They told me that they ate not only wild fruit that grew in the ~ r' l but also 

the roots of bamboo. 

As stated by my informants, the resettlers who came to Gidda Ayana Woreda duri n the L rgue 

regime were welcomed by the officials of the Dergue. In addition the attempt f resettlement 

was established for the moment. Nevertheless, when the power of the Dergue wa taken vel' b 

the EPRDF, the attempt ofresettlement was interrupted. But, by getting some upport ~ r a sh 11 

period, the settlers withstood the existing problems by themselves a illu trated ab ve. 

Initially the migrants arrived at Gutin on foot. They used small engineles boat call ed Tanqua ' t 

cross Aboy River. When they came, it was only the male member of the huh Id \' ho 

constituted such resettlement trend. The possessions & accommodation of good a umed t b 

relied on the government support. So the resettlers did not bring any thing xcept D d that erv d 

them not more than a week. When the attempt of resettlement fa i led the ett ler ere pUl hard l 

keep their body and soul together and the problem compell ed them to dep nd n \J hat nalure 

provides. 
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After these early migrants had arrived, the establishment of the migrat r 

being (the presence of kin and peer pressures) which in turn accelerate th pr 

and settlement. The difficulties that the migrant have experi enc d vary in d 

The migrants have been initiated by their relatives and begun to get financial a 

rk h m t 

a \. II a. 

th nc\ 

environment become easier for the later migrants due to the impr vcment f tran p rlali n 

system in addition to the presence of migratory network. As illu trated by Te fa 

when the migrants arrived at a new area, the process of re- e tab li hment 

construction of goods and possessions in the new area. He al 0 add th at th 

normally took the following stages. First, the male household head migrat d t 

Lit ' 

Woreda , most of them taking their cattle (even if my informant failed t a certain th pra li c r 
cattle bringing to their settlement area). Then, they used their migrat ry nct\ rk ~ r lh 'ir 

transition period. This was followed by the expansion of the mi grat ry netw rk thr LI h th ' 

attraction of other family members and close friends . 

Case XIII 

A forty- seven years old informant, to Abebe Mekuriaw, who is living now at ulin dem nstral s 

his life experience at the place of destination as follows: 

As a survival strategy at the beginning, J became a sharecropper and J had received one fo urth a it. 

When J got sharecropping was not satisfactory for me, J decided to have my own land in any possible 

means. When J was searching for the means of land acquisition, I was informed that there were 

Amhara settlers around Anger River. Soon, J went there and asked them to have land for me. They 

showed me the area in which land was not occupied by the people and has accessibility to lIIater. 

Then, J cleared the forest and made possible for cultivation. We used hoe for cultivation for at least 

four years until we had sufficient amount of money to have oxen. To have oxen was also impossible 

during that time due to the presence of persistent disease called 'Cendi ' (trypano omia). a the 

problem was not only confined to lack of money but also the presence of disease. ince the land has 

been so fertile and unused for a long period it was easier for us to cultivate by hoe. As au actually 

see now, J have two house; one at the town of Cutin and the other in rural area of Leli. We pref erred 

. . I . th t e have had in addition to the educational 
the town because of the relatively better sOC/G service a w 

I fi h 
'ld Four I'ncome we have also secured our land and property by employing 

va ue or our c I ren. or , 

sharecroppers who also take care of whatever property we have there. 
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4.2. Ways of Farmland Acquisition 

As aptly discussed in the immediate proceeding chapter the problem a iatcd ith I nd at 

home and the positive prospect of it at destination served as a cardinal pu h-pull f; 

migration of peasants from Dega Damat. As the study revealed for th migrant th ta kind 

acquisition has never been plain or has far from being easy. For them ther implc and 

immediate one way strategy that warranted the migrants land they a pire t p s. Out rather 

migrants have used different often sequential mechanisms to have their own per 

Apart from some earlier migrants who acquired land merely through clearin th 

a common trend for most of the migrants to be sharecropper. Th rkin ' a. 

sharecroppers and saved some amount of many in their coffer, they b ught a pi 

from the local Oromo or early migrants. At this juncture it should be kn wn that apr the 

constitutional provision of the country, land is state property and hence the act r ellin ' and 

buying is deemed illegally. Not oblivious of the provision the pea ant of ulin and it 

carried out informal land selling under the cover / name of land renting. nce thc migrants 

acquired the land, if particularly their farm plot is bounded by the fore t, they m tI ex pand th . 

size of their possession by clearing the forest. Let me have one case stud y from an indi vidual \ h 

had experienced both sharecropping and then have land by clearing the fore t in the rel110t and 

unoccupied land. 

Case IVX 

Forty-six years of age informant, Ato Abebaw, who is now living at the town of ulin, in ke ele 

02, clearly illustrated his life experience at destination as follows : 

As soon as I arrived at Gutin, [ did not get any body that gave assistance/or me. evertheles , f found 

ji T ' h h d 'n the area before me and had enough land. I enlered as a man rom Igray w 0 a come I :I' 

h d ld t fi th O.rtheproduclion During that lim e, the owner o/ the land did s arecropper an cou ge one- our 'J ' 

d'i 'a l So we cultivated the land by hoe, Later, not have oxen due to persistent disease gen I \trypanosonll '/" . 
1/ ' obiective Then I began to search other [found that sharecropping was not a good means to a all7 my J ' , 

, 'd Aifi lfiound my relatives around Anger area t/1at had come possible means to acqUire lan, ter a year, 

I d sily accessible J chose the area in which waler i 
earlier, They showed me the area where an was ea ' 
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available in the near by. Then I cleared and burned the rarest d d dr; .. 
J' . an ma e rea Y Jar a (I vaI/On . /n lie" 

way, J have now fifteen hectares of land. 

The above case study clearly discerns the intertwined nature of the system of land acq ui iti n thal 

was practiced by the migrants. Buying is another way of land acquisition. Thi a land 

acquisition technique is mostly used by those migrants who have better econ mic ba kgr und at 

their place of origin. Moreover, their main cause of migration is emanated from th pr 

different constraints that could hinder their improvement in economy. The migrant 

come with relatively enough money to the destination area and could buy land with the r lali f 

low price compared with the land price at their origin with the help of their earli er mi 'rant 

relatives and friends. 

In the study areas, except the resettlers who had been given land through I ga l ba kgr und th r 

is no any informant that ascertained their land acquisition as legal. The legal way f land 

acquisition was implemented during the period of Emperor Haile Sellassie and D>rgu in th 

high land part of Gidda Ayana. This is clearly illustrated by Tesfaye (2007' 45-4 a all cul ' rs 

who had been financially unable to purchase land during the imperial era were given farml nd b 

the local chieftains (Balabats) on a tenancy basis. Later, however when the military g vernm ' nl 

(Derg) in 1975 nationalized land, all of the settlers obtained usufructury right over th ir pi t 

land. 

The other means of land acquisition is from the relatives who had migrated earlier or fr m the 

local Oromo who could establish personal relation with the migrants through di fferent mean . F r 

instance, God parenthood (Godfather and God mother) and 'Tue/me/bat , thi van t 

implemented before the arrival of the Gojjame. Since then, it is implemented D r the 

establishment of social relations. The land, which is acquired in such ay i extended b 

clearing the forest, if it is found beside the forest. Tesfaye (2007;46) supports thi idea " inc 

most of vacant land that had been secured by the settlers was found in the fore t d land f th 

Woreda, the settlers who obtained land using any of the above mechaill m al 

clearing the forest areas and converted it to farm plots". 

xtend b 

d b · . er means like be£ re exc pt th The recent migrants could not get farmlan y usmg easl 

h b h . t s and parents can get land fr m th m. 
ave relatives. Those migrants who have rot ers, SIS er , 
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Most of these early migrants can share land with their relatives since they ha n uhland that 

accounts up to twenty hectares. Sharecropping and rendering daily labour er ic t th 

land is another mechanism of survival for recent migrants. At the moment the land hi h i , 
already occupied by migrants, has been legalized regardless of the con 'id rali n th 
acquisition mechanism. 

4.3. Livelihood Improvement 

Before discussing about the livelihood of the study population, it is important t lu idat li t 

means as general terminology or framework. As defined by hamber and 

,1992,Ellis,2000; Scoones,1998) livelihood improvement is a continuing proces 

or capital, access and activities change over time and people adapt to it ~ r e tabli hin ) n \ 

livelihood strategies. To change in livelihood, a household largely rely on the interpl a bClw ' n 

access to various forms of assets, the existing assets, the existing context (hi t ry lr nd and 

shock), the mediating process (institutions, organizations), the activitie and the r sultin 

livelihood strategies that a household pursues (Gemechu, 2008 : 34-35). 

The livelihood of an individual or a house is influenced by trends and shock . Th id a f tr nd 

in relative aspects constituted biophysical resources, migration population, technical han Ie III 

production practices, and the economy of the people. While shocks are external s urce [ 

susceptibility such as recurrent drought, flooding and crop pests and the like that negati vel a [~ ct 

livelihood activities (Ibid: 35). 

The ability to pursue different livelihood strategies depends on the livelihood re ource pe pie 

have. Livelihood resources are categorized under five types of capital: natural, ph ical, human, 

financial, and social. Natural capital means land, water, and biological resource that are u ed b 

people to produce their means of survival. Physical capital includes the basic infra tru lure I ik 

transport, shelter; production equipment as well as irrigation works that make p ibl pe pie t 

pursue their livelihoods. Human capital refers to the skills, knowledge to labour g d h alth and 

physical capability. Financial capital refers to the financial resources ava il able t pe pi and 

which give them with different livelihood strategies. Keeping livestock i con ider d a fin an ial 

capital when the financial market is not well developed. And social capi ta l r fe r 1 re ur e 
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(involving networks, social claims, social relations affiliations . . ) . , , association up n hi h P pi 

draw when pursuing different livelihood strategies and it plays significant role in r lri tin 
r 

facilitating access to livelihood resources (Ibid:36-37). 

According to Gemechu (2008:38) sustainable livelihood framework mak ut thr e r d 

categorization of livelihood strategies. These are agricultural inten ificati n, 

diversification, and migration. These strategies are often done by the rural p pi 

livelihood. These broad strategies entails to gain a livelihood which i g nerated 

d 

uph Id 

r m 

earning activities or moving away and seek livelihood, either temporarily I' p rmancntl , 

elsewhere or a combination of strategies together or in sequence. 

As the above argument shows the people of Amhara region in general and that f ~j am In 

particular embarked migration to uphold their livelihood. Almost all migrant wh th I' thc ha c 

their own land or practice a sharecropping system have improved their way of li fe. M 

migrants have land by far more than from their previous holding in their h meland. th 

could produce enough amount of production that has helped to cover the c t f PI' du ti n 

besides consumption. In addition, by yielding more production, they can accllJ11l1 lat n ugh 

wealth that enhances their life. Most of my informants have two houses at different I cati 

at Gutin and the other is around their plots. The main purpose of the presence of a house at u( in 

is to secure better social services like electricity, water supply, transportation, edllcati n and ther 

social values. 

Some of my informants have begun to participate in agricultural investment acti iti e aft r 

having enough amount of wealth. Such opportunity is encouraged by the government in the 

country in general and in the study area in particular. Since the area is spar ely popul ated it i 

convenient to get such opportunities. 

The peasants could improve their living situation to the extent that they hire laborer for hate r 

agricultural activities. They employed loyal relatives around their plot. By ha ing their wn 

motorcycle, they easily manage and control the way of living at these different place . fter th 

h t 't at Gutin to get b tter mark 1 collect the production from remote local area, t ey sore 1 . 

opportunity. It is to this extent that the life of the migrants has improved. 
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Those who do not have enough land can support their life through sharecr pping. In additi n all 

of my informants ascertained that being a sharecropper in Wollega i better than ha in land 

their origin due to fertility difference. The recent group of migrants al 0 upp rt th m 

participating in petty trade, sewing, and engaging as daily laborer at the to n duri n 

season. I support the above idea from Tesfaye's finding of (2007:72-73) a fo llow : 

The lives of th.e ~igrants. changed dramatically after they came to Gid la Kiralll ll 
Woreda. The hvehhood Improvement of the settlers can be seen from different 
v~ewp?ints . T~at . is in terms of cattle ownership and crop production. They al 
diversified their lI1come generating mechanisms. Beyond fulfilling their sub i ten e 
needs, they could store grain reserves for the next harvest season. 

Case XV 

Fifty-three years of age informant, Ato Semegnew Atalel,who is now li ving at L Ii Mariom 

clearly elucidates about the migrants life improvement in east Wollega in gen ral and in idcl/ 

Ayana in particular as follows; 

The land in Wollega particularly the low land part ofGidda Ayana and other Cldja ' I1t WoredCls is so 

fertile that we can produce as much amount of production. Now, we live in 1Itil1 1II1Ini Ij)Cllity or tli ' 

sake of better life by getting different social services like market, water, electricity, and III dern 

education for our children. Since agriculture is our main means of survival, we have a hOllse near 0 111' 

plots. In addition, we have cattle and sheep that support our life besides agriculture. And or 

agricultural task, we hire the recent migrants mostly seasonal migrants through sharecropping or 

paying in cash. Those who came later benefited us since they can not get land at this moment, the ollly 

alternative they have is to become sharecroppers. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

5. THE IMPACTS OF MIGRATION 

5.1 Remittance 

The remittance sent by the migrants can be used for different purpo es. Difft r nt auth r 

that most migrants' remittance goes towards consumption and some f the a in 

appli ed to the productive investment. Taylor (1999) supports thi s idea by ana l ing lh 

migration as follows . He argues that the range of remittance and mi grati n 

two extremes. That is what initiate people to leave their origin and what the 

sending areas. The first can be seen as the 'developmentalists' as ociatecl wi th th n 

rna 

of labour migration and it is a positive view on migration that migrati n i ' tI • 

economic creator at origin through remittance. The second view i usual I all cI ' mi 'relnl 

syndrome' perspective, which is the negative counter part of the fir t ex t!' me. 'fa I 

that the reality exists somewhere else depending on the research location. Thatmcan il11pa 1 f 

migration on sending area vary across regions (Primavera, 2009; 18). 

Concerning the outcome of the research, the consequence of migration ha laid 111 t tb ' id a f 

development or the positive outcome of migration. This is becau e in Dega Dam t 

there is high popUlation density more than the carrying capacity of the land. A 111 nti ned earl i r 

even though the crude and agricultural densities of the woreda are not a lIch c n idered t 

high, which is 230 and 572 persons/km2 respectively, the land could not sati f the basi ne d 

the people. Therefore, migration has given a breathing space for those who ta ed behind 

there is still a persisting high unemployment rate. As I affirmed it from the 

Documentation and Information Centre Bureau, the unemployed manpower in the r da i 

high in both rural and town. 

en if 

reda ' 

As Taylor (1999) argues, migration outcomes differ across regions. The migrati n ut 111 f lh 

study area has remittance nature in addition to creating job opportunitie for th l11i gran at th ir 

destination. As a result, remittances are considered to be the major link bet.,: e n mi 

development at place of origin. 

rali nand 
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Remittance is sent in two forms that means in kind and cash. inC th 

areas are not far, there is a high probability to send remittance in-kind t 
lin I 11 

migrants have done such type of remittance to some extent but not a exp n i' thai 

whatever types of products produced in Wollega also exist at ori gin ex pt p P r n nul. 

Therefore, people have remitted money to their relatives at ori gi n that n bl them I 

different types of cereals, vegetables and other goods for their daily con umpti n. 

There is also remittance that spent on long-term investment that i n educati 11 h u 111 I 11 I 

trade. The most dominant type of long-term investment in study area i spent n du ati 11 . st 

of the migrants left their children with either their mother or their grand par nt at pia 

At this moment, education is the only alternative to lead a sustain d life in th < ~ I' m nti n ' CJ 

Woreda since there is no other option. Therefore, the migrants inve t t du at th ir I' ' Iali 

and children who stayed behind. 

Generally, remittances in the research area are mainly used for long-term in e tm nt and sh r[­

term consumption. The remittances are used for different purpo'e . The e in Iud ' h '(l llh , 

consumer goods, construction material (houses), petty trading to pay ff g ernm ' nt I ans an I 

debts . 

Remittance may be relatively permanent or temporary depending on the ta in I tim ' ariabi lit 

of the migrants at place of destination. Permanent migrants have been endin remittan e ~ r a 

longer period than seasonal migrants. Seasonal migrants have returned to their rigin aft r lh ' 

accumulate certain amount of money. So that this type of remittance is hort and p ri di \i hi h 

enables the migrants to payoff government loans, debts and help them l u lai n th ir Ii 

temporary. 

Case XVI 

One of my informants from the place of origin, Ato Gete Gelaw who i Ii ing in \ 

Dega Damat Wareda clearly ascertains the above fact as illustrated here under' 

. h k wledge in 2000 In 200 I, he callie to I /I U 
At first, our eldest son went to Wollega wll out our no . 

. . W /I a In addition he 01 0 lold U Ihol he had 
and he clearly told us the existing good opportumly 111 0 eg . , 

. bl' Woreda By per /ladin u , he tr 1100 hi 
more than ten hectares of land, which is unth1l1ka e 111 our . 
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wife and children leaving his eldest son with us His eld I ' . . . est son Ives wah usfor 

In 2002, he took his sister. Then, in 2008 he also t k h ' 
, 00 IS younger brOlher. 

children in Wollega. 

dUCOliol1 OpporlUll/1 . 

o nOIll, 1 hav Illre 

My eldest son had relatively enough property, when he had been here. He had 'ewin 11/0 /1111 ', 

grinding mill, in addition to land, cattle and sheen He le1 1I h ' . r: . 
J'" . '.I' a .. IS property Jar liS and /11 011 who IS 

attending his education at the moment. Now we do not have an bl I . , y pro em 1ere S/I1C IIr childr n elld 

money, green pepper and tefJ at different times. Our grand children are allendl'ng d d 
11/ 1'17 e II 011011 

without any difficulties since whatever expense including their rood I',· co . I b I . J' 0 vet ec. y 11 II' parenlS, 11111.1' 

and uncle from Wollega. Now, they employed a laborer who can suppaI'I us in every ISP 1 0 0 111' /i . 

Case XVII 

Seventy-two years of age informant, Ato Workie, from the place of origin ( D 

in Wobeyign kebele) vividly explains the different factors that induced the pe pi 

to leave their home area and the aftermath of it as follows: 

a Dam t /tI or 'd I 

r )a am l 

Before the coming of the Dergue to power, 1 had six hectares of land and lived a ood life. 110111 ' ' I', 

in 1975 due to the Dergue land redistribution programme, 1 lost two heClares of land and il lIIas givell 

to other peasants who did not have enough land. Even if it happened to me, / 'ould wilhsland I'" 

problem until my sons got married and claimed landfor their independent life. Wh en I shapd 111' lond 

from what J had for two of my sons, it could support neither of us. As a resull, my sons decid 'd 10 

migrate to Wollega. They also consulted me about their decision. Even if I did nol wan I 10 deporl 1'0 1/1 

them, the existing situation forced me to accept their decision. By leaving the land fo r Iheir younger 

brothers and me, they went to Wollega in 1995. 

They got sufficient amount of land in Wollega and became wealthier. Although I could nol gellhem ill 

near by, they helped not only me but also their brothers and sisters who are nO\\l aI/ending Iheir 

education at High School and Elementary level. In addition, the third son ofmine, whose name is Ala 

Anteneh Workie, left his wife and children here and went to Wollega. The upbringing oflheir childrell 

has been relied on her shoulder. In his turn, he assists her by sending money. In Wol/ega, he married 

another wife to get assistance for whatever agricultural activities. He left his second wife here becau e 

of two main reasons. The first one is not to loss the land that he has at his birthplace. The Olher one is 

for opportunity of getting health and educational survice. For agricultural aCli ilie , \\Ie are a i lil1g 

her and during the slack season in Wollega, he always comes to visit and supporl his famil 0 1 hi 

birthplace. 

Mendola (2006; 3) clearly points out the impact of rural-rural migration a 
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Like other institutions in rural areas that lack of erfect '. 
complex role in developmental h' P markets, migration rna pi 

ac levements and po rt II " . 
communities. Spatially diversified families ve . y a eVlali n In I al 
difficulties of self-insurance in low-income s:t~present d an InStl tu tl n ari in r m 
risky nature of rural production Moreover s~~gs an speci~ lI y influ 11 ed b lh 

b" " sequent remittances fr m mi rant 
mem e~s may mcrease house hol~ liquidity and contribute to alleviate bind in , r di t 
constramts. Households may use migrant remittances . '1 . . . pnman y to supplement 111 n 
conversely to mvest m productive activities. I r 

Similarly, the dual labour theory vividly illustrates the complex manife tati n f r miltan . " h 

role of remittance in migration can not be understood simply by tudyin the 

migrants themselves, rather it is necessary to examine the long-term ef~ t f r l11ittan II 

investment, work and social relationship rights across the community ( a tie and Mill r, 

24-25). 

5.2. The Intensification of Production at 

Destination 
As I got information from my group discussants and key informants the ther p Sili C ul ' 111 

of rural migration that is between aforementioned Woredas is the intensificat ion [pr du ti n al 

destination. In the low land part of Gidda Ayana, the agricultural producti n wa n 1 int ~ n i fi 'd 

until the beginning of the Dergue resettlement program. Some section f thj af a ha b' 111 ' 

productive starting from the settlement program of 1984/85. But it is the p ntan u l11i Irali n 

and settlement intensified agricultural production. The settler farmers can pr du e 111 r 

production that exceeds their daily consumption. This enables them to acce s en ugh am lint f 

products to the market. This idea is clearly elucidated by Geremew (2008; 73) in th earl p ri d 

of settlements, crop production was only used for household food consumption. II 

there is intensification and diversification of production in the lowland part of idda A ana . Th 

intensification of production is related with high population size provoked b high influx 

migration. Currently, crop production is used for household food con umpti n and mark 1 

supply. Due to this, during harvesting season, the town of Gutin has been 0 ercr 

or truck in order to transport the agricultural products to other area . P opl 

improve their life and few are constructing grinding mills and shop in the area . 

d d ilh' rr 

ha e un 1 

Now, the area not only attracts the settler farmers but also agricultural in 

abroad. Investors have participated in the production of cereals, oi l eed 

fl' m inl and nd 

cattl bl' din. fruit 
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and others. Therefore, one can deduce that migration has changed th f 
e ar arm UI1U d r ur 

to production area. The land, which was covered by forest, is changed t farm I nd. In d iii 11 , 

the intensity of production is increasing from time to time until its carryin apa it I r 

proportion with the population to be sustained. Two of my Oromo informant upp rt th a ve 

idea as illustrated below: 

Before the coming of the settler of Wolloye and Tigre, the area had onl y been ttl d 

pockets of Oromo particularly the area of Ofata. And it was thi s limited area that had be u 

the local Oromo. The resettlement of the Wolloye and that of Tigre changed s me p ni n 

a 

low land part of Gidda Ayana into settlement sites or villages and the area int ulli < ti n. 

Moreover, it is the coming of self-migrant Gojjame that the whole area ha een han' cI int 

farmlands . The Go}jame came at different time and hide them in the fo r t by ha an I 

weapons to defend themselves from wild animals in the area. As the time g ne the I th ' 

forest and make suitable for agricultural production and settlement site. Indeed we n id I' th ' 

Gojjame as a model farmer who have the capacity to use the existing resources in practi al t 1'111 . 

5.3. Deforestation and Its Aftermath 

The negative out come of spontaneous migration and the state sponsored resettlement PI' gram i 

deforestation. Before this happened, the lowland parts of Gidda Ayana ilad been er cI b 

forest for many centuries. Since the environment was very hostile for nati ve Or mo the had 

refrained from using it for many years. This idea is fully supported by my Oromo and migrant 

Amhara informants who have lived in the area. According to them, the area has rapidl I t it 

forest coverage mainly due to the coming of the Gojjame spontaneous migrant . As the re ult, th 

wild animals that had lived for many centuries in the area are now left it. Some of th m 111 i ral d 

Th 'ld . Is that had been found in the ar a to elsewhere to escape from human threat. e WI amma 

b . . B f~ I Z bra Deer and others A Slaled b Te a e efore settlement were Elephant, LIOn, PIgS, u la 0 , e , . 

(2007: 81): 
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Before the arrival of the migrants the local people w . I h . . . ' ere uSing s a and bum t p 
cultivatIOn In the lowland to plant crops such as maize Th I d I 

. d' b' h . . e an wa a 0 lell fall \ n 
the peno IC aSI~ . T e .mlgr~nt settlers followed the same trend at the b ginn in 
later due to the IncreasIng sIze of settler population and th I ' d . . e acce eratlng em nd 
grown up yo~th In ~he host commul11ty a change in the land use system curr d. The 
cwhangde has In realIty accelerated the vegetation lost in the remote lowland th 

ore a. 

The deforestation in Gidda Ayana Woreda is mainly the outcome of the c mill f th 11111 IrO 

people to the Area. A sizeable portion of original forest cover had be nit a th r ult (h I.: 

persisting process of migration and settlement in Gidda Ayana Woreda. In fact the farml and lh. I 

the settlers got in the area by using different means (rent, purcha e or lea e ba i hi h u d t 

be vacant but forested, was devegetabled due to the incoming of migrant p pulati 11 all I I th ' r 

and eagerly needed land. In the way of arranging preliminary preparat ion D r gi in ttl m I'll 

spots suitable for domiciles and productive undertakings, mostly farmland th a idan ' 

vegetation cover would be a real fact (Tesfaye, 2007;82). 

Assefa (1999; 1 00) ascertains the consequence of migration at destination as f:I II \ s: P pu lali I'l 

pressure, mainly as a result of spontaneous migration or state sponsored re ettl m nl a Ira at'd 

the problem resulting in irreparable damage. Roughly for decades ( ince 1 72 

regions were Wollo and Tigrai. However, the fall of the Derg and the c min 

EPRDF brought in its path mass migration from Gojjam, especially fro m QollaD a 0 1/10 1 

Awraja from Woredas called Jiga, Quarit, Feresbet and Damot". 

Geremew (2007:60) clearly illustrates the effects of migration on the y tem f land u e and 

method of production as follows: 

Before 1990, not all arable lands around inhabited areas were put und~r farmi ng. Thi i 
mainly due to the main way of producing major crops such as maize, orghum and 
wheat was through shifting cultivation. The coming of the settlers 111 .Iarge numbel . and 
the process which inherently pursue settling into the area created displacement effect. 

d I· d The proce s of ettlement The local community access to these resources ec Ine . . h 
enabled the resettlers access land. On the other hand, the I.ocal commul1ltY

I 
los e the 

. fi h t th h d had enjoyed before. W latever 1 e economic and non- economIc bene ItS t a ey a bl ' d II 
. ' b' d 'th the effects of resettlement 0 Ige le 

case, increase in populatIOn sIze com I~e w~ . . . throu h ti me led t 
host population to cultivate around their reSIdential areas which . g I d r 

. . I d d thus squeez1l1g pa lure an I' r expanding farmlands to theIr grazing an s an , 
livestock. 

67 



5.4. Migration and Ethnic Interaction 

Assefa (1999) has explored this by taking Aroo Addis Alem as the ca tud . In ddit i n, 
Tesfaye (2007) tried to assess it by taking into account Gidda Kiramu W r da. in it i 

relevant for the finding of this research, I am interested to treat it by dep ndin mini ' n lh ' 

above findings in addition to primary sources that were collected during m fi Id \ rk. 1 hi ' \ as 

because the evidence that I got from the first hand information is most [ th lim 

the works of these two authors. 

To elucidate ethnic interaction and conflict, it is important to point out ome r th m han ism. 

that facilitate it. For unavoidable fact, different societies have di fferent ci - ultu ral inl ra li n 

mechanisms that help them to live together, to share ideas, to support each ther and th lik ' . 

These are religious, education whether it may be church or modern educati n' ec n mi r lali n' 

(sharecropping, hiring labour, exchange of goods and services) and social interacli n m hani 'm 

(Jddir, Jqqub, Mahber, Tut Matbat, God Parenthood). Some of the e intera li n m' h'lni 111 ' a ' 

ascertained by my informant, have been home-grown with the local p pie whil lh ' r ar' 

disseminated by the spontaneous migrants and state sponsored resettler . ulin and it en ir 11 ' 

is an ideal place, like the city of Addis Ababa, where people live together by sbarin th ' ir ullur ', 

social organization and language. The different social interaction mechani m S are ill u tral ' d her' 

below. 

5.4.1. Education 

5.4.1.1. Education as a means of social 

Integration 

h b' d' g factor for cial inl rali n. In Gutin and its environs, education is taken as t e 111 111 

. ~ t church (religiou ) educati 11 \J clearly elucidated by my migrant and Oromo 1I110rman s, 
. h I I d until the comjng f the J1ara practical issue of the people of Oromo 111 t e ow an s 

h d' 11 in lru li n 
The introduction of church education through Amharic and Geez as t e me lUI 

6 
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enabled the Oromo who have inhabited the low land part f G·dd 
o I a A ana t 

Amharic. Then the people who have different ethnic background are abl I 
ur l 

111m n 
religion by sharing Amharic language as the working language of the church 

religious institutions are able to translate the bible to Afaan Oromo 
11 i di renl 

5.4.1.2. Education as a means of co-existence 

As ascertained by the Mayor of Gutin and my key migrant and Orom in~ rmanl \ m I rn 

education to the level of grade eight is delivered by using two languag A an r m an I 

Amharic alternatively at different shifts. As the Mayor reaffirmed ince the p pi 

heterogeneous society, by considering the interest of the people, unlike the dllca ti 

the government, which declares the regional language as medium 

Amharic as a medium of instruction alternatively with Afaan Orom . Th pr 

educational opportunity helps them to implement a successful educati nal ervi 

Oromo and the Amhara migrant settlers. 

5.4.2. Religion 

uli n is a 

1I 

r b lh th . 

As illustrated by spontaneous migrant settlers and indigenous Oromo inti rmanl th ' 'J an I n 

of Orthodox Christianity to the area is mainly the outcome of the coming f 1 ernm ' nl 

sponsored settlers and spontaneous migrants. Before their arrival in the area, ther 

one Orthodox Church that is the church of Saint Michael. Its expansion is mainl r lat'd I the 

coming of Amhara and Tigre settlers. 

centuries. When they lack a church to pray and cemetery, they presented the ca e t 

who then was the administrator of Orthodox Church of Eastern Wollega. For the re p n 

request, he permitted them to have four Tabot (arch of covenant) to the ettl er 

area of Gidda Ayana. These Tabots were given to the people with respect t th 

f th 

For instance, the church of Saint Marry was built at Mender Amisl (Village Fi , th 

Saint Gabriel was built at Mender Hulet (Village Two), the church of aint T in M 

\: land 

hur h 

uilt 
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at Mender Sost (Village Three and the church of Saint Gebre T.seh . I 
ay wa Imp em nted 

Arat (Village Four). This raised the total number of orthodox churche ar und utin 1 

Furthermore, the spontaneous migrants particularly the Gojjame have expand d m 

the area. The Gojjame came with priests, clergy and deacon that enabl d them t 

I . 

hur h' in 

hur h 
education in the area. The presence of such ecclesiastically trained pe pi ith th mi Ir. nt~ 

helps them to integrate themselves with the local people who followed th 

migrants could incorporate their religious tradition to the local and other p 

in the low land area of Gidda Ayana. Now the number of churche in th urr undin ~ 

twenty-five. So that one can realize that spontaneous migration, not only in rca 

churches in the area but also integrated their religion which is clearl y as 

cultural tradition. The above fact is alaso supported by Tesfaye (2007; 9 ). Th ttl 'rs hEw' 

been much more interested in establishing new church and attending it .. ith th 'ir wn 

ecclesiastical associations, which in turn initiated the expansion of church rapidl . 1 h 

churches that had been built helped the people to share common belief (111d pra t g th'r in 

addition to other church oriented legal practices. 

Ethiopian Orthodox Christianity was introduced to the southern parts of the pre ent da 
Ethiopia with the conquering forces of Imperial Ethiopia by Manlike II during the la t 
quarter of nineteenth century. Because of the long standing relat ionship bet\ een the 
Oromo of Horro Guduru and the Amhara (from Gojjam) there would have been a 'eat 
influence on the Oromo to adopt Orthodox Christianity some decades before Meneli k II ' 
s conquest"( Assefa ,1999; 1 08). 

The above idea shows that the expansion of Orthodox Christianity like other reli n \: a 

before the arrival of the spontaneous as well as state sponsored settler. But it e t nl \ a 

confined to the highland parts of eastern Wollega, which has been densely p puJated mainl 

the local Oromo and few other ethnic groups. In addition, it is the later tage f If in itiate 

migration and settlement in addition to government sponsored resettlement of 11- 0 110 and Ti r 

Chr' . 'ty' the lowland ar a f idda II 'ana. played a great role in the expansion of Orthodox Isham III 

5.4.3. Marriage. 

Thr h 0 and the Amhara of jjam. int r- thni 
ough a long historical contact between t e romo . 

h th other Ambara etll r in th r I n. 
marriage is a common phenomenon between t em an 
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However, the marriage practice is not a balanced ratio that exists in term 

male Oromo can marry more females than their Arnhara count r part du t di r nt r 

The first one is the Oromo females' demand of high bridewealth To · . . marr an r m WI 

has to pay a bridewealth including eight Shema ( a traditional cloth which i mad r m 

with other necessary cloths for her mother and father in addition to the m n whi hi ' u t 

6000 Eth. Birr to the maximum. On her part, she is also expected to fulfill allth h II ut n il. 

in addition to an ox and a cow. Besides to this, there is a believe that Or m ~ male r main I t I 

to their husbands whatever situation they face. As the result of thi , they ha a hi 1h d m nd in 

the society. 

On the other hand, the Amhara females are hard workers and do not ne d hi h ri d"\ '31th t 

marry someone. For this hardworking quality of Arnhara women particular! 

Oromo males have married them. As all my informants agreed, the main cau 

that has Amhara women to marry Oromo men is economic factors. Since the 

land, they have the chance to marry Arnhara (Gojjame) women for the rea n that marritl ' . i 

considered as a guarantee to share (acquire) the land. The above idea i I earl 

Tesfaye (2007;77) as "due to the high bride price demanded by the Or m 

reach up to 1500 Birr, male settler rarely married Oromo women. Oromo m n 

could, if they wished, easily marry Amhara women because of little r n brid' v calth 

obligation". As illustrated by Assefa (1999;66), in the earlier days bride wealth that paid in a . 

was not as such high, a maximum of 400 birr and the average expectation wa 

300. Nevertheless, nowadays it is rising between 800 to 1000 birr. In additi n t 

n 

is depended on the family economic background concern". Even if the am unt lhat th 

1 T 

and 

females demanded as bridewealth showed numerical variation among A efa' 

(2007) and my findings, there is an agreement on the idea that Oromo female 

bride wealth than their Amhara counterparts. 

d manded high 

The marriage practice between the settlers and the local Oromo is re tri ted 

ground. All of my migrant informants as well as that of the Orol11o c1earl r 

. . ..' hn' oups Their argument d 

thni 

marnage preference IS withm theIr own et IC gr . 
. . . d'f'C t' working habit and th tru tw rthine 

with ethnIc background but rather wIth the 1 leren III 
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these ethnic groups. For instance, the Amhara do not consider the Orom 

the Oromo do not believe the Amhara as honest. 
h rd \,\1 rk r \\ hil 

There are few cases of interethnic marriage between the host population and (h 

In the rural part of Gidda Ayana inter-ethnic marriage is a rare OCcurren e. Th 
mi rc nl ' Il ler. 

I P' I 
not marry with the migrants since they consider them as "too mobile and h art hi ded' 

2008: 78-79). From my field work, I only found two Amhara women 

husbands. But I could not come up with the evidence that the Orom w man marri d mhan~ 

husband. 

5.5. Migration and Inter-Ethnic Conflict 

The interaction between the migrant and the host communities ha been marked b 

hostile interactions. The friendly relation they have is discussed about in thi s ti n d 

pages for the discussion of the other face of their relations that is interethnic c nni t · a' th ' 'u lt 

of migration. As Conteth et al succinctly put it human interaction or interdep nd<.:n . m(lk' 

conflict inevitable phenomena in the society (1999: 107).As rightly expect d the int ' ra ti n 

between Gojjame migrant farmers and the Oromo is not spared conflict. Neverthel , a balan 'd 

analysis of inter ethnic conflict demands a rational analysis of the divergent i mill fr 111 

the disputants. But the sensitivity of the issue made it difficult to glean a neces ar pnmar data . 

Thus, rather than presenting a kind of monolithic view, I preferred to integrate 

done in the study area and yet presenting it as a passing reference. 

ndar III t! ' 

Accordingly scholars identified multifold causes for the Amhara ver u nni l. 

Tesfaye (2007) identified the different causes of conflict between AmJlara and 

investigating the 2000 inter-ethnic conflict in Gidda Kiramu Woreda a illu trated her under. 

First, he put political case as the source of conflict. Politics like Ethnjc Federali m anti ttl r 

. . f d .. t t' f the settler and th lea in ut agitatIOns by ethnic elites, the quest for sel -a mlms ra IOn 0 

. . h' S dl he also as e ed it fr m th non-Oromo from peasant aSSOCIatIOn leaders Ip. econ y, 
. ." . of place name in the W r da. th' 

cultural perspectives such as the 'Chnstemng or renarmng 

spreading out of Ethiopian Orthodox churches, 'jealousy of local p pi tll 

nh . ' . d f the settler to\ ard th I al ul ti 11. 
e ancement of living', and the prejudIced attItu e 0 
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swiftness or acceleration of migration. The other cause of conflict is lega l. Th ar 

contractual agreements over land, denial by the settlers to meet th t nn \! ilh 

regulations, disobedience by the post-1996 settlers to register in local offic s r fu al t 

criminals, cattle rustling on both sides, and police and court ineffective. Th la t ut th main 
source of conflict is economic. Since land is the livelihood mechani m in rural "thi pi 

competition for it triggered conflict not only work in inter-ethnic but als in inlra- thni nni t 

(81-106). 

According to my migrant informants, as I mentioned it in unit three ha in 

administration right to a certain settlers (case of Arkumbie) by denying others differ nt 

sites develop a grievance for the settlers of Gidda Ayana for the sake [ cLirin 

a rt in 

mnt 

similar to their counterpart became the cause for developing negative attitud t ward th I al 

administrators. 

They illustrate the above point clearly as such. The lowland part of idda AyanQ,and Lillllll u 

Woreda atArkumbie and its environs is predominantly settled by Gojjame migrant. 

to village seven which is also collectively known as Arkumbe i settled b th J\mhara 

particularly the Gojjame. In Gidda Ayana Woreda places such as Andode, hasho, Waja and eli 

are mainly settled by the Gojjame particularly those from Quarit and De a Damol. nlik > tiP 

Amhara settlers in Gidda Ayana Woreda, the Amhara settlers in Limmu Woreda at Arkumbi ha ' 

got self-administration at local level. Nevertheless, in Gidda Ayana Woreda , the area hi h are 

dominantly settled by Amhara as mentioned above the administrative power i exclu i el in tile 

hands of the Oromo even if there is more Amhara settler in addition to other ethJli c gr Lip at , 

kebele level. 

My Oromo informants do not support the idea of my migrant informant about the pra ti al 

implementation of the migrants' self-administration at kebele level in the aforementi n d ar a . 

They argue that anybody, who can speak Afaan Oromo, has the ri ght to participat in an 

administration task of the kebele. Nevertheless, since the existing populati n doe n t fulfill th 

d ., t' th AmhaJa mi grant d n t g t rules and regulation of the present trend of self -a mlJllstra lOn, e 
. . h ' th lowland of Gidda ana \l r da 

such opportunity as they wished. In additIOn, everyw ere III e 
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at kebele level, a committee that encompasses peoples fi d'f'(:: . rom 1 1erent ethm r up h 
established to implement effective administrative strategies without prejudi e. 

Most of my informants reached consensus on economic C:actors did " . . 
1i an ma a mini trc tl n 

main sources of conflict in the area. There has been some skirmi h betw n th 

Amhara settlers based on land resources. This is clearly manifested from the a 

th 

nd 

h r 

under from the settlers point of view even if I could not cross check th argum nt r m th ' 

Oromo point of view owing to my inability to get Oromo informant 

events related to it. 
uld rem In r th ' 

Case XVIII 

An informant who settled in Wollega in 1992 recalls what triggered the 199 c nfli t b h 'en th 

Amhara settlers and the Oromo at Leb Kebele as follows : 

After four years of our stay here at Gidda Kiramu Woreda, the kebele offi ials kn ' IV Ollr pr 'S ' II ' III 

the forest fringe. As the result, they accused us as illegal and ordered us 10 leave lit ' or 'a. IVII ' II III ' 

case became bitter, we reported it to the Woreda officials. After assessing and analyzing III , r 'aliI I, 

they allowed us to have the land However, suddenly enough, on June 29, 1996 Ih , r01ll0 pea '0 111 • 

together with the local officials who knew our wealth and money wanted 10 evicl liS or III , s ' olld li1ll ' 

stood against us. As the case became the worst and when we realized Ihe qllorrel wilh 111 '111 1 as 

unwise, since they outnumbered us, we took the case to Naqamle officials. Thlls, Ih gav /I Ihe '0/1/ ' 

response as the Woreda officials had done before. By trusting the Zone officials order, we callie back 

to our homestead However, what the zone official told us and the aClllal silualion Ihol we Joced lila ' 

different. The Drama peasants supported by the local police came to alia k liS as SOOIl as Ihey 

recognized our arrival in our village from Naqamte. After they did whalever Ihe inlended 10 

do(beating ,snatching the our money), they imprisoned us. Then, Ihey changed Ihe previa II pri 'oll 

and detained us in the dark place at Gutin. After they had delained us Jar Ihree days, Ihey broughl Ollr 

f amilies from our homestead and obliged us to leave ollr homes and relllrn 10 Ollr birlhplace. Even I 

we did not know what circumstance changed or forced Ihem, Ihe police officials forgiven lIS 10 have 

our homestead. So we became happy and did it accordingly. in Augu I 1996, Ihe represelllalive a 

Amhara people whose name 1 do not remember came and sellled Ihe di pule by dealillg wilh Ihe 

O ,fji . I r.IIh . d at our hOlnestead we fiollnd thaI Ihe Orol/lo looled Ollr properl)' ramo OJJICta s. Yr. en we arrIve . , . 

T.'h . fi It 'vatl'on Ihal means il was delayed and Ihe crop were d Iroyed e season was not a time or crop cu. I 

by the Drama Cattle. It was only sesame that we produced for survival durillg Ihal di Icull year 
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Another informant also recalls that land became the sources of conflict. Initiall y the mi grant 

had lived without the knowledge of the local Oromo. Later until th y knew the ad anlage th 

migrants got from the area, the Oromo recogni zed their presence in peac fu l wa . H \ ver, 

when they realized the advantage of the settlers, they stood again t the settl er 111 rder to di pia c 

them and to have the land for themselves. 

Case IXX 

Forty six years of age whose name is Ato Admasu who came to W Il ega in 1992 r ca ll what he 

faced in Leli kebele from the local Oromo people as follow : 

In 1994, Ihe unexpecled and sudden silualion faced me. The local I' 111 0 wan led 10 /(Ik e over Ihe 

land that we had. To do Ihal, the first step they look a ainsl us was burning 0 1/1' houses and loolinR 

our property. In response 10 Ihis, there was a clash between 1'0 111 0 and I/S. /low v 1', th 1'0 111 0 

were very large in number and armed wilh weapons but we w re f ew in nUlllber and ollly h /Cl sli ·k. In 

the process of Ihe clash, we were the victims. We w' re only six and wh 'n Illy fr i 'nc!.l· realiz'd Ih ' 

situalion, Ihey ran away with oul my knowledge. Nevertheless, it was /li e who I if! behind alld illjl/r ' d 

badly due 10 Ihe fighling with them. Then, Ihe ' 1'0 111 lefl lll e when Ihey ClSSII/II ,d rn e CiS di 'd frO Ill 

wound. Af. proximalely , afier staying for fOllr hours, I recovered Clnd began 10 I' alize whal happ 'ned 

10 me. Then, through ceCiseless Iry, I could gel Illy relaliv sand Ihey look lIIe 10 Ihe heallh cenlre 01 

Cutin. After I had stayed here f or a monlh, 10 fu lly recoverfrolll it, I went to Illy birthpla e alld stayed 

there for two monlhs. 

While J was in my birthplace, Ihe clash was sparked off/or the second tillle in 1994 and during Ihis 

time, there was no much loss from sealers ' side, since they were aware and watched thelll consciously 

to defend themselves. During Ihis time, the problem was resolved by intervention of (he 

representatives of the Amhara and Oromo officials. Th en when the situation was changed, we returned 

and had our land, even though we did not get our property. 

Due to the damage that occurred on my hand and leg, I could not engage in agricultural activilie . 

Therefore, J bought sewing machine and it is the only task (hal I can do now. As the re ult, for 

agricultural labor task, J have hired a sharecropper and it is in this way now, I can support Illy fa lllily . 

According to my group discussants maladministration (taking their land without tangib le 

evidence when the Oromo claim it as their own, demanding bribe to e the ca e, accu ing lh 

settlers as opposser of the present( EPRDF) and others) is another political pr blem that be m 

the sources of conflict as expressed by my informants. The challeng that ha e ex i ted at the 
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moment are inter ethnic tension and maladministration of the Oromo officials wh ich are intended 

and targeted at the settlers mainly on those who have become more productive in the ex ten ive 

and fertile low land. Due to these cases, many settlers abandoned the area and estab li hed their 

home in other towns particularly at Bahir Dar, after they had accumulated uffi cient capital for 

their survival in the competitive city life. They have now participated in different economic 

sectors like trading, hotel and agricultural and other investment strategie . Thi idea i clea rl y 

indicated by Geremew (2007:73) both the migrant settler could improve their life and few are 

constructing grinding mills and small shops in the area of destination . But the contr versies ex ist 

in relation to local investments in that the Oromo complain about the o;/ame who d not in vc t 

their money in Oromia rather in Amhara region. 

As my migrant informant ascertains many of them have remained in their ettl ement area by 

accepting the existi ng political sy tem since they do not have econ mic power a we ll a the 

efficiency to engage in other tasks in the city similar to ome f ur fri end and relati ve .Th 

Oromo officials do not take the above idea as rati onal and acceptable truth . They argu d as th y 

give equal services for both the Oromo and the settl ers. They give equal justice. Acc r ling to At 

Gemechu a deputy Mayor of Gutin , ' what the pr bl em lays on the y tem of land acqui iti on. 

They got the land with a certain agreement with the nati ve Oromo. When such agreement fa il ed 

they brought the case to us. Since buying and elling land i illegal we give lega l dec i ion to the 

owner of the land . It is due to this and other similar situation that the ettl er accu ed us. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

6. Summary and Conclusion 

6.1. Summary 

After I consulted different literature about rural-rural migration in Ethiopia it be m in alu t I 

issue for my research as the existing sources concerning it in Ethiopia in general and in lh lud 

area in particular is scanty. Even the existing sources, save Wood 's and A sera w rk, rc ardin 

this issue have emphasized on ethnic integration and conflict. In addition the p rvi u r ca r h 

only give due attention at place of destination except Assefa's work of 2002 whi h i du 

emphasis at both ends. This research differs in that, it takes a specific W r da e a Dam t 

from the destination as the subject of inquiry unlike Assefa's work of 2002 wh i h tak int 

account the Amhara region as the subject of investigation. I fOWld the re ear h 

filling and revealing out such issues in appropriate terms. 

rei ant i 11 

Thus, to find out the causes and impacts of migration at both ends, 1 depl yed a qua litati > 

method of data collection and analysis. Owing to the limitation of time, 1 c uld n t in 

detail the outcomes of migration from the native (Oromo) point of view, inc il require 

participant observation to know the language and immerse myself in their ocial etting t gel 

trustworthy from them. The research mainly depends on the information gathered from migrant 

interviewees and some Oromo officials which help to crosscheck the collected inform ati on one 

against the other in addition to implementing secondary sources for the purpose of analy i . 

Even if the migration trend of Gojjam to Wollega has a long hi storical record, the pontane u 

out migration of Dega Damot to Gidda Ayana Woreda is taken as two decad s phen men n. The 

factors that have contributed for the migration of the people of Dega Damol var er time. in 

Dega Damot Woreda, population growth, land tenure system, and land di tributi n p li c at 

different regime has led to the fragmentation and degradation of land . The lack f land r it 

insufficiency at origin and the availability of fertile land at the destination can b taken a m 

of the integrated factors for the acceleration of rural-rural migration. 
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Various social and economic related problems induced migration from Dega Damol to Gidda 

Ayana Woreda. Even if the various social problems are directly or indirectl y related \ ith 

landholding and its scarcity, there are other social and economic dictated problem like earl y 

marriage, the inability to pay government loans and tax , and failure to ucceed in educati onal 

achievements are considered as the contributing factors for migra ti on 

Two causes are taken into consideration for the migration of Dega Damol Peasant t 'idda 

Ayana Woreda since 1990.The first one is the establishment of State Farms in Anger ulin . . vcn 

though State Farms particularly those initiated by Foreign aids had been practi ced in th 

aforementioned area since 1972, it was the Dergue initiative State Farm that wa implem nted 

after 1984/5 famine became very intensive and able to create employment PI ortunity ~ r th 

people of different ethnic groups. The Gojjame were among the employee. Thi ituati n crea ted 

exposure and helped them to know the ex isting opportunity. 0 the empl yee have dis eminated 

information about the existing reality to their relative and it became the starting pint of th ir 

migration. Secondly, the attempt of resettlement that was initiated by the vo lunteer peasant · of 

Dega Damot is taken as the starting point for the spontaneous migrati on of the pea ant · from the 

aforementioned Woreda. Their request for resettlement in Gidda Ayana Woreda got recogniti n 

by the administrator of East Wollega Zone and the offi cials of Gidda Kiremu at that time. The 

attempt of resettlement was not effected due to the collapse of the Dergue regime. Nevertheless, 

the people who had reached Gidda Ayana could settle themselves in the low land part of the 

Woreda. After the volunteer settl ers had establi shed their base in the area, they brought their 

families and relatives. 

Furthermore, after early migrants had establi shed their base in the low land part of Gidda Ayana, 

the people of Dega Damot and the adjacent Woredas have followed their foots teps. In due 

course, migration has become a day today activity of the people and served a a means of 

survival that generally facilitated for the emergence of chain mi grati on between Gojjam and 

Wollega. 
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There are migrants who left their place of origin in order to get better opportunitie Ii r thei r 

future life. These migrants depart from their place of origin by anticipating the fu ture con traint .. 

In order to escape from such future threats, people could embark migration and establi h a tab le 

economic base at destination. Besides, the relative prox imity of the place of ori gin and 

destination, the opening of Bure-Naqamte road are taken a pull factors for the migrati on. 

The process of settlement and adaptation of the mi grants vary depending on the time of th ir 

arrival and the presence of kin and peer pressure (the establi shment of migratory netw rk ). In thc 

study area, except government sponsored resettlers, who had been given land thr ugh Icgal 

means (Wolloye and Tigre resettl ers), the spontaneou migrant acquir d land thr ugh 

purchasing, renting, sharecropping and clearing the fore t. The outc mc of migrati on mainl y 

includes; remittance, economic improvement, deforestation, inter-cthnic intcgrati n and c nnict. 

6.2. Conclusion 
I took the assumption that as there is signifi cant vari ati on co rnering the ut c me of rc ·ca rch 

with relation to local variation since the previous researche took the wh Ie regi n a the subjcct 

of inve ti gation. But the finding reveals similari ty put a ide drought which is n t c nsiclerecl as 

push fac tor for Dega Damot Woreda peasants' migration. 

Even though population pre sure is con iclered as the one main push fac tor, it eri ou ne s i not 

as such when we see the crude and agricultural populati on index which 230 and 572 

persons/km2 respectively . Nevertheless, the carrying capacity of the Woreda is em inentl y 

constrained by the low fe rtility of the land , incon i tent weather condition, unava il abi lity f 

inputs (technology, fertili zer, improved seed etc), ragged land cape etc. Thereb re, it is difficu lt 

to take migration as solution for population pre ure before revealing out other pos ibl e 

alternatives that help to tackle the persisting problems. 

As the finding of the research reveals migration ha positi ve outcom at the place f nglI1 

unlike its aftermath at the receiving end which i both po itive and negati e. such polic 
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implication based on the finding is essential .But due to the complex, dynamics and intertwined 

nature of migration together with the delimitation of the research to specific area make difficult 

for generalization and recommendation of future prospects. Thus, to overcome such drawback 

further researches are essential concerning the social, economic and political impact of mi gration 

both at the place of origin and destination. 
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