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ABSTRACT 
.. 

• 
The main obje~tive e f this research is to analyze and 

comment critically on the various subtleties of the visi , n ~ 

e f life that Make nnen Endalkachew presents in his works under 
• 

three sections: Religious, Moral, and Political. When the 

uplifting of the cultural level and aesthetic appreciation 

of our people has been e fficially undertake n, it is h~ped 

that such studies of early wr i ters would be very imp~rtant . 

• 
Befor e delvin~ into the subject, a brief biograph y of 

the artist with an emphasis on his family background and 

social e rientation is provided in the first chapter . Besides, 

he is compared with two early eminent writers o f his time 

in order to examine the kind of wor l d butle ok he possesses. 

,This historical survey has provided the r esearcher with a 

I firm ground to establish the class Ma~l"I nnen EndalkacheH 

to, the aristocracy , while the contrast enables to note 

bel" ngs 

the 

glaring difference between his contempe r ary writers and h im in 

their preoccupations. The contrast has revealed that the two 

artists Hant to introduc e changes in their society for its 

development Vlhereas Ilakormen seeks to preserve the status quo . 

In the second chapter, 

regarding his perception of 

• the r eligious l themes of the artist 

life ln this ~rld and the werld 

to come, his concern a~out the salvation e f the soul, his belief 

in the supernatural, his devotion t e the Christian faith, his 

reflections en the nature o f man, and fat e and time are brought 

out and are commented upon, 1-7ith r elevance to t he betterment 

of human conditipns . 

The ethical values, s ocial norms and mores which the artist 

presents in his works are dealt 1-7ith in the third chapter . His 

understanding of virtue and vice, his sense of right and wrong 

are evaluated and appraised critically from a class point ofvie1-7. 



The soc i al conflicts between the slaves and their 

masters, the sprouting bourgeoisie and the nobility and 

the conflicts within the nobility for holding the reign of 

government and receiving the highes t titles mirror the 

realit i es of his time and that his resolutions to such ( 

conflicts reveal the underlying motives of the artist' s 

endeavour t o sustain the political and economic supremacy 

of his class over the other sections of the society . 

Finally, the c - ncluding chapter tries to put the findings 

of this research t.gether and place Makonnen in the tradi­

tion of our literary heritage. 

The ma1n aim of the researcher is to assess critically 

the thematic appeal in the works of Makonnen from the poin t 

of view of the present social situation in Ethi. pia. The 

researcher has tried to expl~re and expose the role Makonnen 

has played in his society. 





~ 

A C K NOW LED GEM' E N T 

I ~70uld like t .-, express my heart-felt gratitude to 

Dr. A. K. Sinha, my thesis advisor, wh .-" besides his friendly 

cooperation and encouragement, has patiently read my thesis 

and made valuable c omments for its lmprovement . 

To Woizero Gete Amensisa, who has done the strenuous 

work of typing the f i rst draft of this thesis and f i nally the 

c utting of the stencils to bri ng t he thes i s to what it is 

now, my gratitude knoHs no bounds. 

My sincere thanks also g n to At n Teka Telila, Hho has 

h elped me in collecting some of the books of Makonnen 

Endalkachew that have become out of print . 

Financ i al support from the Swedish ARency for Research 

cooperation with the Devel nping Countries (SAREC) obtained 

through the Ethiopian Science and Technology Cnmmission and 

from the Addis Ababa University which was used to cover the 

expenses incurred in tne research work undertaken and in the 

preparation . f this disseration is gratefully acknowledged. 








































































































































































































	MX-M464N_20170825_160456
	MX-M464N_20170825_160607
	MX-M464N_20170825_160634
	MX-M464N_20170825_160908

