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ABSTRACT 

Demographically, the youth group constitutes the majority of the world's population. Despite their 

numerical superiority, youth participation in developmental endeavors is very low. The major reasons for 

this may be related to societal attitudes, socio-cultural and economic barriers, and lack of proper 

organization. 

This research explores the constraints of urban youth participation in development activities particularly 

in environmental protection activities in Dilla town. The research was conducted in the three kebels of the 

town by using both qualitative and quantitative research approaches. The data collection methods 

included field survey, in-depth interview and focus group discussions. The survey data was collected from 

135 randomly sampled youths and 25 respondents, who were selected purposively as key informants. 

The major challenges that are identified by the study include: limited knowledge of the youth as well as 

the community on environmental problems and their solutions, absence of adult initiatives, lack of 

support from formal and informal illstitutions, absence of strong youth organizations to encourage 

participation of youth in environmental protection, lack of incentives, mismanagement of the youth 

organization, lack of policy advocacy(such as youth policy, envirollmental policy etc) to create 

awareness, lack of holistic approach and the weak relationship between the youth and the local 

admin istration. 

The above challenges can be solved by giving due attentioll to this neglected part of the society in whom 

huge potential for sustainable development is available. The youth participation in environmental 

protection programs should assure individual gains; awareness of their environment; acquiring and 

exchange of knowledge, values, skills, experiences that will enable them to act individually or collectively 

to solve present and future environmental problems. Promotion of strong youth organization and 

environmental clubs is of paramount importance. Communication strategies that are relevant to youth are 

necessmy if young people are to remain motivated and initiated. There has to be a paradigm shift in terms 

of how adults and the government think about youth. Plans should be shared openly with adult decision­

makers in intergenerational discussions. 
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background to the study 

Young people make up almost one fifth of the world's population. Young people between the ages of 15 

and 24 are around 1.061 billion and constitute 18% of the global population. Of these, 85% live in 

developing countries. Youth and children combined i.e. all those aged 24 years and below, account for 

nearly 40% of the world's population. (UN 2004:61, MOLSA 1995:6). In Ethiopia, young people (15-24 

ages) constitute 20.4% of the country's population (CSA 2004b) and 26 % of the people living in SNNPR 

(Region population Office, Statistical Abstract, 1997 E.C.). This implies that a huge responsibility lies on 

the society to give attention to the direction in which today's youth moves because it affects the present 

and the future development of a country. 

The youth is the potentially capable and productive force of any nation. Unless efforts are made to 

cultivate and involve the youth in constructive endeavors, the potential could be wasted. One way of 

effectively utilizing the capacity and hidden potentials of the youth is by shaping them to the desired 

directions according to their predispositions and talents (MYS, 2006: IV). 

Young people have the right and duty to participate in an organized manner, in the process of building a 

democratic system, environmental protection and development endeavors. According to the National 

Youth Policy ofFDRE, (2004): 2 

.. .There is no doubt that the youth must organize themselves and be in 
position to playa leadership role in order to insure their participation 
and benefits. All stakeholders are therefore duty bound to support 
concertedly the effort of youth with a view to empowering them by 
building their capacity and competence. 



The youth are expected to ensure their safety and well-being by properly participating in the efforts made 

at national level to reduce environmental pollution, which comes as a result of the negative impacts of 

technological outputs. In this regard, there are no favorable conditions under which the youth would make 

contributions on their part by participating in activities related to soil and water conservation, 

afforestation, heritage protection and other environmental preservation activities in Ethiopia (NYP, 

2004: 17). This requires among other things the establishment of youth need platforms by which they 

would be able to alleviate environmental problems. 

Dilla town is the capital city of Gedeo Zone in SNNPR. The total population of the town is 57,564. The 

youth (15-24 ages) in Dilla constitutes 14,595 (23.35%) of the town's population (Regional Population 

Office Statistical Abstract, 1997). As the data indicates, the youth constitute a significant part of a society 

which can contribute a lot in the developmental process. Generally, they represent a significant national 

asset and their potential can be indeed used to development activity. Young people can play important and 

active role in environmental protection and other developmental activities. This implies the huge 

responsibility of the society and the government to give greater attention to the direction today's youth 

moves for that affects the present and the future development of a society. 

Continued and sustained study and research activities that can be carried out both at the regional and 

national levels, to identify practices that have negative or positive impact on overall development of youth 

is helpful in indicating remedial measures. 

1.2. Statement of the problem 

It has been argued by many that there is an impression of worthlessness in the role of to day's youth due to 

the insufficiency of opportunities for self discovery through action, societal contributions and 
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experimentation with various societal roles. In order to ensure the successful path of youth social settings 

and to build a foundation for the successful transition from youth into adulthood, the youth must begin 

early in the development process to gain feelings of competency or confidence regarding their individual 

roles and social interactions. However, the level of youth participation in the development process is less 

than expected and fragmented. 

When youth get oppoliunity to participate, and reflect their experiences that are meaningful, it means they 

are allowed to discover their potency, assess their responsibi lity, acquire a sense of political process, and 

commit to a moral-ethical ideology. It is equally important that the youth know their contribution. This 

can only occur when the youth are allowed to make meaningful contribution to their communities and to 

other human beings (MYS, 2006:40). 

Participation is both a principle and means to include as many people as possible in the process of social 

change. Built on a deep respect for plurality and tolerance, it also involves an ability to understand and 

appreciate differences. Transparency is a prerequisite for true participation (PLA Notes 43, 2002: 10). At 

the social level, an adult develops self and social responsibilities through extracurricular activities, school 

activities, and by participating in the community allowing the youth to acquire a sense of purpose and 

connectedness. The contract of social responsibilities has been conceptualized in a variety of ways 

including volunteerism, community service, and human rights and civic activity (MYS, 2006:40). 

A partnership approach is key to successful and sustainable development. It is important to value 

relationships, as it will promote cooperation and trust. In general terms, young people are not given as 

much attention as adult people. As a result, it remains challenging for young people to work with 
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community leadership of mostly adult and older people (Foot steps 64, 2005:7). This has resulted in a 

weak relationship between the youth and responsible organizations that have mandates on youth affairs . 

Most of the success stories of youth participatory development approaches to date are undertaken by 

NGOs which generally conduct smaller programs covering a very limited area. For instance, 

environmental protection activities by NGOs and international organizations in Ethiopia are very rare. 

Although there have been efforts in giving due attention to the youth, involving the youth in the process of 

decision making and mainstreaming the interest of the youth in government institutions, these experiences 

are rather dispersed and not systematically reviewed. In addition, the major actors; namely the youth, have 

not been seen participating from planning phase up to evaluation and monitoring phase. It appears that 

currently due to international demand and internal pressure, the involvement and participation of the youth 

have in principle been accepted by govermllent departments often without changes in substance or not 

adequately conceptualized to the local needs and contexts. Even where the governments of developing 

countries are gradually bringing in changes that are geared towards encouraging people' s participation in 

development, the vast and old organizational set-up and traditional functioning of the organizations mostly 

remain unchanged and are designed to implement and administer development activities on top down 

basis (PLA Notes, 1995:26). This demands higher level of commitment and umeserved efforts from all 

stakeholders, namely the youth, political leaders, NGOs and all sections of the community to bring about 

tangible and productive outcomes for the development endeavor. 

Due to the above sited facts young people are facing various challenges to participate more in various 

development activities. Many of the youth have a sense of hopelessness about the future. This may be due 

to low awareness which has a greater role in the process of participation. Most of them believe they are 
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disctiminated against, misunderstood and not given the opportunity to make their own choices and express 

their opinions. Thus the holistic welfare of the youth should be given due attention and there should be a 

suitable environment for the youth to participate in the urban development program. The youth should 

work in partnership with adults and institutions leading to a situation in which the youth will get more 

productive. It is helpful for local groups to share experiences, learn from each other and address issues 

together. Meanwhile, environmental and natural resource degradation that come as a result of pollution, 

poor waste management, deforestation, water catchments destruction and desertification remain as a major 

challenge in Ethiopia's development process. Unless some remedial measures are taken to overcome these 

problems, the environment falls a short of assuring the youth a good quality of life in the future. 

The Ethiopian Youth Policy which was issued in 2004, faced difficulties in taking root at grass root level. 

Although justifications and arguments for the reasons vary, the major problems mentioned by studies 

undertaken include low level of awareness by the youth and the authorities, low institutional capacities, 

low policy advocacy, and unfavorable conditions imposed by the community in general. These studies are 

very limited orland there is a huge gap in research in the issues of youth participation in the process of 

development, specifically environmental protection activities. It is therefore very crucial to examine the 

problem of youth from their perspective by analyzing their response and cross-checking with the designed 

and implemented interventions which are undetway by the responsible authorities. 

Environmental problems in towns of a developing country like Ethiopia are mainly pollution (air, water, 

and noise), waste generation (garbage, sewage), congestion and overcrowding. This fact is also true in 

Dilla town, where the youth constitute 23% of the population and the level of participation in 

environmental programs is very low. Therefore, the major focus of this research is to identify the factors 
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hindering the participation of the youth in the developmental programs particularly in environmental 

protection with the view to come up with some remedial measures. 

1.3. Objectives 

General objective-

The general objective of the study is to identify the challenges facing the urban youth to participate in 

environmental protection and the formulation of appropriate response to the challenges. 

Specific objectives: 

• To examine the awareness of the youth on environmental issues. 

• To assess the current status of urban youth participation in urban development programs. 

• To examine the relationship of youth with local leaders, teachers and professionals with 

regard to participation in environmental protection efforts. 

• To identify the constraints of youth participation in environmental protection activities. 

1.4 Research questions 

The following research questions are framed to attain the objectives. 

1 Are the youth aware of their role in development activities? 

2 Are the youth interested to participate in environmental activities? 

3 What are the approaches and activities oflocalleaders to increase level of youth participation? 

4 What enabling environment has been created by different stakeholders for the youth to participate? 

5 What should be the role of the youth in environmental activities? 

6 What are the barriers that prevent the youth from getting involved in issues related to environmental 
protection? 
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1.5 Significance of the research 

The research findings give a better insight to the understanding of the challenges that affect the 

participation of urban youth in environmental protection. Their problems, needs, and potentials can be a 

basis for strategic intervention by local authorities, government bodies and NGOs. The social structure 

which assists them in their participation can also be planned in an integrated and institutionalized manner, 

making it systematic and effective .Furthermore, the findings of the research will contribute to the 

enrichment and development of social policies. 

1.6 Scope and limitation of the research 

The study is limited to examine challenges facing the youth to participate in environmental protection and 

formulating appropriate response to those challenges in Dilla town (capital of Gedeo Zone). It will 

identify the challenges confronting the effectiveness of youth participation. The data is generated by 

talking to the youth themselves, teachers, kebele officials and professionals in three kebeles of the town. 

The study area is confined to the participation of Dilla Youth in Environmental Protection. The reason the 

researcher selected the area is attached to his experience with young people in Dilla for the past fifteen 

years and the environmental problems encountered. Based on this fact the researcher wanted to identify 

the barriers of youth participation in environmental protection activities and suggest solutions to the 

problems. 

1.7 Organization of the report 

The study has five chapters. Chapter one is the introduction. The second chapter presents the review of 

related literature while the third one is about overview of the study area and chapter four presents the 

methodology used in gathering data for the study. The result and discussions are presented in chapter five. 

The last chapter makes concluding remarks and suggests some recommendations. 
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CHAPTER 2: REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 

2.1. Concepts and Definition 

a) Environment means the totality of all materials whether in their natural states or modified or changed 

by human; their external spaces and the interactions which affect their quality or quantity and the welfare 

of human or other living beings including but not restricted to, land atmosphere, weather and climate, 

water, living things, sound, odor, taste, social factors, and aesthetics (Federal Negarit Gazeta :2002). 

b) Participation can be defined as "the process of sharing decisions which affect one's life and the life of 

the community in which one lives" (Hart, 1992, p.5). UNICEF suggests that participation is the means by 

which democracy is built and is a standard against which democracies should be measured (Hart, 1992). 

Wilson (2000) believes that participation can be classified into two main categories, the first being 

superficial or tokenistic, the other being" deep" participation or "democratic play" (Wilson, 2000, p.26). 

"Deep" participation is taken as an umbrella term encompassing active, authentic, meaningful 

participation (Wilson, 2000, p.26). Deep participation means young people experience elements of 

citizenship and democracy in their everyday lives, in real and holistic situations, with meaningful 

outcomes or actions (Bessant, 2004a; Wilson, 2000). Participation is one of the most frequently used 

concepts both in politics and business (Aklilu, 2006:37). According to Keanya (1999 cited in Aklilu, 

2006) participation is divided in to two: 'masked ' and ' urunasked ' . The former is divided in to three: 

a) Extractionist is type of participation when people contribute free labor and other resources for carrying 

out plans drown up experts 

b) Vertical is type of participation when people affiliate to powerful patrons in society who tell them what 

to do . 
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c) Benefit induced is type of participation when people are told what to do by experts, while the later refer 

to type of participation when people are highly motivated to develop themselves, people take active 

responsibility in decision-making, prioritizing, implementing and evaluating and use oflocal resources. 

c) YouthlYoung People: Many countries define youth/young people as the age at which a person is given 

equal treatment under the law; often referred to as the 'age of majority' . This age is often 18 in many 

countries, and once a person passes this age, she/he is considered to be an adult. However, the operational 

definition and nuances of the term 'youth' often vary from country to country, depending on specific 

socio-cultural, institutional, economic and political factors (Bess ant, etal, 1998). 

Debates exist around the notion of a homogenous youth category; hence the definition of the term youth or 

young person is far from simple. The World Health Organization (WHO) defines the youth category in the 

age range of 10 and 24. However, this arbitrary age definition is far from adequate (ACYS, 2004). The 

United Nations and the Ethiopian Social Security and Development Policy define, 'youth' as persons aged 

between 15-24 years . Where as the National Youth Policy of Ethiopia defines youth as to include part of 

the society who are between 15-29 years (NYP of FDRE, 2004:4). Another meaning used whi le 

discussing policy responses of governments to the particular problems faced by young people is based on 

a sociological definition of youth as a transition stage between childhood and adulthood. More precisely, it 

comprises a series of transitions "from adolescence to adulthood, from dependence to independence, and 

from being recipients of society's services to becoming contributors to national economic, political, and 

cultural life" (UNDP, 2000:15). For this study the term 'youth' refers specifically to those aged between 

15-24 years which is used by the UN and the Ethiopian Social Security and Development Policy. 
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There are also social and emotional changes based definitions of youth. Here youth is taken as a stage of 

social, cognitive and emotionalleaming that intervenes between childhood and adulthood as young people 

prepare for an active role in their communities (MYS, 2006; 2). Youths enter adulthood when they are 

self-reliant, economically independent and, showing good judgment, having directions in their lives, and 

partaking in close relationships (Ibid). 

2.2 The Role of Youth in Development 

Among the major issues that need immediate attention IS sustainable development that expands 

educational opportunities and promotes appropriate and new technologies. This reqUlres access to 

adequate food by vulnerable groups, employment and income generation to alleviate poverty and natural 

resource management and environmental protection (Lebesech, 1998:20). 

The youth of today are the leaders of tomorrow. Children and youth inherit the responsibility of looking 

after the planet earth. Furthem10re, they are good supporters of environmental thinking. It is imperative 

that youth participate actively in all relevant levels of decision-making processes because it affects their 

lives today and has implications for their futures. In addition to their intellectual contribution and their 

ability to mobilize support, they bring unique perspectives that need to be taken in to account (Agenda 21, 

Chapter 24). 

Youth participation leads to better decision and outcomes and promotes the well-being and development 

of youth people. It leads people to real development which can enable them to choose and live the lives 

they want. It strengthens a commitment to and understanding of human rights and democracy. Since the 

youth is often considered as a lisk taker (MOLSA 1995), participation protects them from risks they might 

10 



face by providing the opportunity for infonned choice and through network with community role models 

and resource people (UN 2004: 274-279). 

Providing a space for children and young people to participate by engaging in dialogue and exchange 

allows them to learn constructive ways of influencing the world around them. It provides children and 

young people the opportunity to assume increasing responsibilities as active democratic citizens (Bess ant, 

2004a; Hart, 1992; H. Matthews et al 1998). These authors assert that the goal should not be simply to 

increase participation, but to increase meaningful participation in the social, political, cultural and 

economic life of the country. 

The State of the World's Children report (published annually by UNICEF) highlights the responsibility of 

everyone to take the views of children and young people seriously and aid them in developing their 

competencies for authentic and meaningful participation in the world (Bellamy, 2002). The report also 

suggests that we must recognize the multiple voices of children and young people, both verbal and non­

verbal (Ibid). This is particularly relevant in considering political participation, as some young people may 

choose to voice their opinions on an issue in a fonn we do not traditionally regard as being used for that 

purpose (Bessant, 2004a; H. Matthews et aI, 1998). 

Participatory practices give children and young people the ability to contribute to democratic dialogue and 

practices in various domains (Bellamy, 2002). Young people carmot be expected to make transitions into 

the adult world if they are not given the opportunity to experience economic and political realities 

(Bessant, 2004a). Engaging and participating in community life is empowering and assist young people 

in feeling that they are capable of making a valuable contribution to society (Smith, 1981). There is also 
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evidence to suggest participation has numerous health benefits that result from feeling valued by the 

community. Promoting meaningful participation of children and adolescents is essential to ensuring their 

growth and development (Bellamy, 2002; Bessant, 2004a). 

Participation also benefits the wider community. Encouraging young people to be creators rather than 

simply consumers means they are more likely to be agents for social change rather than social control 

(Bessant, 2004a; Sercombe & Watts, 1998; White, 1990). Stacey (1998: 93) expresses this concept well 

while describing the Youth Partnership Accountability mode: 

If adults talked more with young people about decisions that have to be made, really 
listened to young people and their ideas, this would mean they are trying to work in 
partnership with young people. Partnership is about doing things together. It is about 
listening to everyone 's voice and taking different ideas seriously . . .. It is about mutual 
respect. 

Youth Participation is multidimensional; it is not solely restricted to political participation but also 

anchors economic citizenship. Within different dimensions, youth participation is a process through which 

young people access the skills and opportunities to have an autonomous livelihood (Mokewena, 2002:21). 

In this regard, UN (1 986:37) and Kirshner (2002:28-31) have categorized youth participation as having 

three components namely; political participation, economic participation and social participation. 

Political participation is very controversial because it concerns the distribution of power. It deals with 

demands for more democratic process of political participation and begins with voting age and extends to 

their participation in affecting the political process. It also includes the right to be heard and the right for 

their voice to have effect (Bessant 2003:95). Similarly, economic participation is explained as 

involvement of people directly in the management of their work and in sharing of its benefits. Lastly, 

social participation covers a great variety of activities such as involvement of young people in their 
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immediate neighborhood or conununity. Socialization of youth will hence be the concern of social 

participation (UN 1986:37). 

Having explored the various contexts of youth participation, it is important to consider some overarching 

principles of participation, which provide a framework to build meaningful participation. A number of 

writers have proposed frameworks or typologies which articulate the degree of participation individuals 

have in any given project or social endeavor(Bessant, 2004a; H. Matthews et aI, 1998; Wierenga, 2003). 

For instance, Manly (2000) states that there may not be opportunities for young people to participate 

elsewhere in their lives other than those in the public and community arenas. 

According to the Foundation for Young Australians (FY A) [2003], the following two broad principles 

need to be used as the basis of youth participation strategies: Firstly, youth participation should be 

beneficial for young people: why should young people be involved and what do they benefit from their 

participation? This includes consideration of informed choice, enjoyment, relevance, developmental 

benefits, for instance social, political and economic awareness, educational opportunities (both formal and 

informal), build wider networks, support, supervision and monitoring. These principles are also underlined 

by Bessant (2004a). 

Secondly, youth participation should recognize and respect the needs and contributions of all involved. It 

should be sensitive to intrinsic difference in experience, status, power, control, knowledge of resources 

and language. Other issues to consider include: accountability (including monitoring and feedback); goals 

and strategies whereby young people identify the problem as they see it and examine alternatives; sense of 

ownership for participants; value regarding their participation; negotiation concerning young people's role 
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and adult responsibilities and commitments; the avoidance of tokenism; the flexibility and space to 

incorporate young people 's value systems, availabi lity, commitments, language skills, culture, financial 

resources and access to transport for instance; acknowledgment that young people are not homogenous 

group; recognition that some tasks need to be undertaken by trained professionals; ongoing evaluation; 

appropriate recruitment processes; and confidentiality. 

2.3 Youth and Environment 

Dealing with enviromnental issues requires recognition of key players specifically the youth and women, 

and designing multi-dimensional and holistic/approach. Thus the involvement of today's youth in 

enviromnent and development decision-making and in the implementation of programs is critical to the 

long-tenn success of enviromnental conservation and development. There is also increased need to 

engender the ideals of enviromnental responsibility and good practices in young people. While youth 

enviromnentalism holds profound local relevance, there is also increasing global significance (Lebesech, 

1998:20). 

The new environmental policies also recognize a significant role for community participation and NGOs 

in addressing enviromnental issues and in achieving environmental improvements. Experience has shown 

that community involvement in planning and production produces cheaper, better and more adequately 

maintained projects (Burgess, R.1 994:28). According to Lebesech (1998 :21), there are seven ways and 

actions in which young people can be involved and take responsibility in tackling environmental 

problems. These include: 

I Enabling policy framework and strategies that encourage and motivate youth to actively participate in 

enviromnental activities and preservation of natural heritage is necessary. The framework should not 
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be another piece of paper to be drafted but rather a one that IS responsive and supportive of 

enhancing environmental culture and action. 

2 Involving youth in all relevant decision-making processes is important. This has implications for their 

future roles. 

3 There are various youth enviromnental societies and organizations in different parts of the world 

working on the awareness and understanding, protection, preservation and conservation of the 

enviromnent. Such institutions are important to inform, inspire and empower young people to make 

positive changes regarding enviromnental issues, both natural and cultural. 

4 Mechanisms that permit youth access to infomlation and the provision of opportunities to present 

their perspectives need to be in place at all levels (local, national and regional). Conferences and other 

forums that offer opportunities to the youth to reflect their perspectives on social and economic 

development and resource management need to be encouraged and organized. 

5 Initiatives aimed at reducing the levels of gender balanced youth unemployment need immediate and 

concrete action. 

6 Support should be given to programs, projects, and networks, national organizations and youth non­

goverm11ental organizations to examine the integration of programs that encourage the involvement 

of youth in project identification, design, implementation and follow-up. 

7 Altemative leaming structures need to be expanded to increase dialogue/reflection on the concepts 

of enviromnental awareness and sustainable development. 

2.4 Youth and Environmental Education 

Many human activities are not sustainable during the process of production. They can harm, destroy or use 

up resources. This may be due to ignorance or greed or because people do not care. It is in this context that 

enviromnental education becomes important (Foot Steps No 20:3). 
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The importance of enviromnental education no longer escapes anyone. Ever since the early seventies, 

and especially since 1975 with the launching of lEEP (International Environmental Education Program) 

by UNESCO on the occasion of the Belgrade Conference, the conceptual thinking on this type of 

education, the teaching resulting from numerous pilot projects, the multiple proposals of activities and 

teaching aids of all kinds have been given due importance. In most countries, however real integration of 

enviromnental education into the educational system is far from being complete (Yoland, Z. 2000:11). 

The ultimate objective of environmental education, beyond awareness ralsmg, is elevating citizen's 

commitment in to action and to continue the resolution of enviromnental problems and the rational 

management of natural resources. Action, taken to solve such problems usually takes the shape of a 

challenge that sometimes takes place in a context of acute debate, and at times conflicts with the 

authorities, economic actors and the political power. In effect, citizens would become aware of 

enviromnental problems in the context of their health , life quality, well-being and survival. Environmental 

education undoubtedly prepares or should prepare people for action by describing, analyzing and 

understanding the observed situations, and notably understanding why they concern us. All these lead to 

stirring up the needs to take action and to ask ourselves about the ways for taking action (Yolanda Ziaka, 

2000: 148). 

Garden-based learning (GBL) is an increasingly popular concept worldwide to promote what educators 

call 'ecological literacy'. While in the North GBL is widely conceived as a tool for helping children to 

develop an enviromnental consciousness, in developing countries school farms and gardens generally have 

a more practical purpose. They aim to equip young people with skills in enviromnentally sustainable 
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fanning and, in the most successful cases, teach them how to process their output to the best effect, i.e. put 

their produce on the market and get good returns (Spore, 2007:1). 

School fanns are not as widely available as many would like, partly because GBL is still seen as a 

marginal rather than mainstream educational activity. However, the scenario is gradually changing. School 

gardens fonn a key element in Niger's new educational policy. In Sierra Leone 80 % of the schools now 

run gardening classes. In Ethiopia, pupils from the Selam Technical and Vocational College manage large 

garden plots, oversee the processing of significant harvests and prepare the products for consumption in 

two restaurants open to the public(Spore, 2007:2). 

The current confusion affecting approaches to environmental education only delays its institutionalization 

and benefits only the traditional approach. However, it is clear that the establishment of an authentic 

environmental education need to see the following: a clear definition of environmental education, a 

definite place in the curriculum (while favoring an interdisciplinary approach of activities) , a training of 

teachers that allow for the mastering of methods that facilitate the analysis of complex environmental 

situations, and making environmental education a subject with a controlled curriculum (Yolanda. Z, 

2000:21). 

2.5 Youth and Youth Organization 

Young people can be organized voluntarily to work together and address the outstanding social and 

economic problems in their respective communities. According to FDRE NYP, 2004; 22 

.. . The youth should realize the great advantage which a collective, integrated 
and organized movement in pursuit of common objective could have in their 
active participation in the efforts which are directed for bringing about a 
democratic system, good governance and accelerated development and to 
ensure the respect of their rights and benefits. The policy has therefore been 
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fonnulated to enable the youth to exercise their rights as stipulated in the 
constitution; come together, get organized under various objectives, in order to 
enhance their participation and ensure their benefits there from. 

Some argue that environmental sustainability can best be achieved through community labor and 

management inputs and through the adoption of maintenance responsibilities. Numerous examples exist 

where community action in collaboration with NGOs has produced significant environmental 

improvement through low cost water and sanitation projects. Some agencies, such as the ILO and UNDP, 

are willing through loans and technical assistance to promote community-based initiatives such as 

sidewalk paving, recreational improvements, clearing and extension of drains and water systems, 

recycling the construction of health posts, and the planting of trees. Their support derives as much from 

their ability to generate employment and incomes as for their environmental effects (Spore, 2007:3). 

In the framework of community, the relationship between the local states and community organizations is 

governed by 'participatory planning' defined as community participation in decision-making on goals and 

priorities whose legitimacy is accepted by local authorities and which are used as guides for planning. 

These choices are hannonized with long tenn strategic goals and the final decision on the range of options 

presented is made by the community. 

2.6 Youth and Local Government 

The UN's Agenda 21 , a major outcome of the Earth Summit in 1992, is a comprehensive program for 

sustainable development. It has sections that are of great relevance to the implementation of sustainable 

urban development. Sections that are directly relevant to urban development include sustainable human 

settlement, combating poverty, promoting health, applying environmentally sound waste management and 

empowering of local authorities. With this document as a framework, many urban centers in the world are 
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preparing and implementing their local agenda 21. For instance, many municipalities in Sweden have 

developed their local Agenda 21 following an extensive consultation process among municipal authorities, 

the youth, companies and other interest groups. Projects realized based on the local Agenda 21 include 

promotion of urban agriculture, eco-villages, and creation of environmental teams that are committed to 

energy saving and improved solid waste management (Granvik, 1997). 

Political and administrative decentralization from central and regional government to local authorities is 

also seen as a policy reform that is essential for efficient curative and preventative action on the urban 

environment. In the past, central governments generally planned, financed and built environmentally 

related infrastructure and services whilst local authorities were responsible for operations and 

maintenance. The transfer of decision-making and capital investment power to local authorities with funds 

on-lent from central governn1ent or derived from greatly enhanced local tax revenues is seen as an 

essential measure. Democratization and empowerment of local governments are seen as vital for breaking 

out of the culture of public inertia and for increasing the political will to act in environmental issues. (R. 

Burgess, 1994:28) 

Youths living in poor neighborhoods are aware that all the health of their area is substantially below 

resource-rich neighborhoods . These inadequacies extend to housing, street and side-walk conditions, 

police and fire protection, the amount and conditions of green and common spaces such as parks, and 

quality and/or quantity of institutions such as schools, health clinics and children facilities. Youths 

interpret these disparities as a form of injustice. The latter, in turn, leads to the position that the city and 

large community doesn'l care about them or what they do (PLA Notes 38, 25). 
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In most cases, urban people were not having in-depth discussions of their development needs. Instead, 

projects were selected by urban lead us and other "benefit captors". This has led to projects being selected 

that are not backed by the whole community and youths have become unwilling to participate in payments 

and labor (PLA Notes 31: 15). 

2.7 Benefits of youth participation 

Youth participation is not a single type of project. It is rather a program strategy, or even a public attitude, 

that encourages youth to air their opinions, to become involved, and to be part of the decision making 

process at different levels. Youth participation is also a right endorsed by the UN Convention on the 

Rights of the Child and the Pan-Africa Youth Charter (World Youth Report, 2005: 69). In what follows, 

some seven benefits that can be accrued from youth participation will be discussed. 

a) Participation and resilience 

Service providers within governments tend to view youth as a problem in need of solution. Emphasis is 

therefore placed on problem intervention rather than utilizing young peoples' potential. In contrast, 

resiliency based approaches involve community-wide intersectoral collaboration. They focus as much on 

enhancing young people's skills as on reducing risky behavior or avoiding an undesirable outcome 

(McCreary Center society, 2002:57). 

This approach sees the youth more as a solution than a problem. Youth participation promotes resilience 

by building on young people's strengths, including energy, enthusiasm and creativity (Ibid). 

Similarly, research into how resilient youth are indicates that opportunities for meaningful youth 

participation in problem solving, goal setting and planning are major factors in helping youth withstand 

the negative impacts of neglect, poverty and other problems (Wemer.E.1990: 84). 
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b) Participation and health 

Youth participation gives young people the opportunity to develop important decision-making and 

problem-solving skills. They are encouraged to develop meaningful relationships and are given the 

opportunity to improve their self-esteem. These benefits protect the youth from developing reckless 

lifestyles that can impact adversely on their health in both the short and long term (Shimelis, 2006:p.17). 

A study by the University of Minnesota Division of General pediatrics and Adolescent Health (cited in 

Shimelis, 2006), shows that a sense of cOlmectedness, through being part of the social environment 

provided by the family, school and the community, helps promote a healthy lifestyle and protects youth 

from engaging in risky behavior. The research demonstrates that where the youth have strong social 

connections they are less likely to engage in activities such as drinking and driving, violence, early and 

unprotected sex, and drug use. 

c) Participation and program efficiency 

Research into community development and health promotion shows that people of all ages are more likely 

to make commitments to a program when they are involved in the design and implementation. 

Participation can increase the efficiency of programs and projects by enabling those responsible for the 

programs and services to direct the resources that are available towards finding more successful 

approaches to issues affecting the youth. In this context, youth have more knowledge than older people 

about the issues that affect them and as such are integral to achieving effective sustainable solutions 

(Shimelis, 2006: 18). 

d) Participation in policy- making and decision making 

Although the youth incline to immediate results from decisions and actions, they usually focus on their 

futures and typically think in the long-term when analyzing policy decisions. This long-term view can 

help decision-making which is predominantly led by adults. The fact that they are typically excluded from 
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positions of power or influence, their perspectives is usually those of the outsider. They are therefore free 

of prejudice and full of novel ideas. As the American journalist Mencken (cited in Shimelis, 2006: 20) 

said "Youth, though it may lack knowledge, is certainly not devoid of intelligence; it sees through shams 

with sharp and terrible eyes" 

Given the opportunity, young people can provide contributions that are extremely beneficial in forcing 

organizations to look beyond the comfort zone where decisions are taken according to tested approaches. 

This boosts creativity and can lead to new solutions to policy problems. Youth also bring fresh energy to 

the issues they address, which can revitalize overworked and cynical government employees. As Bacon 

(cited in Shimelis, 2006: 24) observed : "People of age object too much consult too long, adventure too 

little, repent too soon and seldom drive business home to its conclusion, but content themselves with a 

mediocrity of success". The energy and the continuous desire to make improvements that characterize 

young people can help balance the complacent and unhurried approach that is so often see in adults. They 

can help propel people towards a policy consensus (Kester, .2002 : 49). 

e) Youth participation and adults 

A study by Zeldin et aI, 2006 concludes that young people can have powerful potentials and positions 

need to be in place for positive change to occur. According to the writer's findings , for young people to 

achieve ownership of decision making processes, they require support as well as challenges, voice, 

opportunity for action based on a cause, skill bui lding, adult structure, affirmation, and a project that is 

relevant to them. 

When adults work collaboratively with young people for an extended period of time, they pursue a 

common goal, and derive benefits similarly; their general perceptions about young people and about their 
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ability to make a valuable contribution to organizational decision-making wi ll be enhanced. Adults also 

develop more confidence about working with young people and more effective working relationships. 

Their awareness about young people's needs and aspirations is increased and also show a willingness to 

share their knowledge. Organizations become more responsive to the conmmnity and the value of young 

people's contribution to the organization's mission and focus is recognized (Shimelis, 2006: 20). 

t) Participation and personal development 

Youth participation can improve academic achievement by increasing young people's substantive 

knowledge and practical ski lls as a result of solving real problems. It also strengthens young people's 

sense of social responsibility and long-term civic values. Rather than simply accepting their situation, 

youth participants are more likely to think critically and to actively challenge their circumstances 

(Checkoway.B.1992, 1992: 120). 

Unless youth are given the opportunity to work in partnership with adults to meaningfully detemline the 

course of their lives, their personal development will be restricted. They do not mature by being passive, 

by simply observing or by being lectured about their development. As meaningful participation increases, 

they develop experience, competence and confidence. This in tum enables them to participate more 

effectively. These skills provide young people with more opportunity to define their own self-worth in 

terms of what they can do and their capacity to influence their environment. It also enables them to 

demonstrate that they are capable of being responsible and caring, and of participating witching society 

(Werner. 1990: 321). 

g) Participation in organizational and community development 

Participation involves the youth in activities that bring people together. It teaches them to prioritize ~nd 

make decisions, and enables them to plan programs that can contribute to building the capacity of 
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organizations. In contrast most youth who do not view themselves as part of a community. Some youths 

who participate in these activities by accepting themselves as part of community have a great roles that 

can directly contribute to collective action and can be used as a model for non-participants to facilitate 

change in a society (Shimelis, 2006:p.21). 

Youth participation also contributes to community development. When young people work as tutors in 

schools, volunteer in hospitals, work in shelters for the homeless, rehabilitate abandoned buildings or 

formu late strategies for neighborhood revitali zation, they contribute to developing the community in 

addition to developing themselves (Ibid). 

2.8 Barriers to Effective Youth Participation 

Neighborhood conditions worsen as teenagers, who are devoid of options, may be enticed in to gangs, 

violence, neighborhood destruction and drug-related activities . These activities contribute to the large 

cOI1U11Unity developing a negative impression about the youth and their neighborhoods (PLA Notes 

38:25). The greater challenge is scaling up young people. Lack of resources-both financial and human is 

one problem and lack of political will and community support is another. What is clear is that all 

governments, in partnership with international agencies, donors and NGOs, need to do more to meet their 

obligations to improve young people 's lives and health as outlined by the ICPD framework (Countdown 

2004,74) 

One of the most challenging problems whi le working with young people is to draw the line between 

offering guidance and directing the process. There is a struggle with how much do we give or tell the 

youth and how much do we let them learn on their own. Additionally, because this line changes at 

different points of the process, the issue becomes even more challenging (PLA Notes, 38:28). Young 
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people are claming their rights, as they should and it's up to the rest of us to make sure the claims are met. 

We must start seeing young people for what they are-not as part of the problem but as part of the solution, 

now and for generations to come. (Count Down 2004, 77) 

Despite young people's current demographic significance, their and meaningful participation in issues that 

affect their lives is hindered by a myriad of challenges and constraints. The following section explores 

some of the challenges the youth face as extracted from different writers: 

a) Ineffective institutions 

To work and develop effectively, cities reqUire good decision-making systems and practices, good 

management and strong human resource skills. In many, developing countries the number of skilled urban 

managers is severely limited. Many cities are run by institutions and organizations that have been 

inherited from the past and fail to make the most effective use of their human and other resources. Such 

institutions are able to promote neither the private sector nor civil society organizations to playa role in 

development through partnership (PLA. Notes, 48 :20). 

b) Lack of good role models 

One aspect to be noticed is the absence of participants having good role models they can relate to. They 

struggle to improve their own skills and approach but with very little idea of the type of facilitator they 

would like to become (PLA. notes, 48:20). A good example of positive role model is Sileshi Demissie, 

who began the Gashe Abera Molla Association in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, to clean up the environment, 

create jobs and mobilize the community. Sileshi, an Ethiopian by birth, returned to Addis Ababa after 20 

years as a successful singer in the USA and decided to do something about the social and environmental 

problems in his home city. Sileshi visited schools and used music, dance, poems, drama and paintings to 

encourage students to look at the city's environmental problems. With a team of homeless children and 
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local residents, Sileshi targeted the worst areas of the city. They transformed waste areas full of rubbish 

and pollution into parks that are clean, green, painted and fenced. Coughing, respiratory diseases and 

allergies were reduced as a result. Unemployed youth were trained in wood and metal works, recycling 

and environmental management (Footsteps 63, 2005 : 15). 

c) Lack of enabling environment 

For many participants, the deeper their understanding of facilitation becomes, the more they start to realize 

that what is being promoted as participation in their organization is not true participation which can boost 

their self- confidence and enables them to have an environment over which they have some control. 

Therefore enabling environments like small meetings and workshops, have to be created in which they run 

themselves, and at the same time it helps to anticipate different resistance which they may meet on return 

(PLA notes; 48: 19). 

d) Lack of Access to Education and Training 

Although in many parts of the world youth are better educated than ever before, an estimated 96 million 

young women and 57 million young men are illiterate. Most of them are from developing countries. 

Limitations on government budgets are the primary reason that there is lack of access to education and 

training (ILO, 2001: 33). 

e) Lack of team work 

Team work encourages youth's participation in a more equal context, by helping to redefine roles and 

concentrate efforts in the community (PLA notes, 48:33) 

f) Limited roles for youth in collecting information and research 

Young people have limited access to infOimation, and where it is available it is often neither youth­

friendly or up to date. Young people are usually forced to make use of information products that have 
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been conceived and developed by adults who employ sophisticated adult vocabulary and methods of 

working (Shimelis, 2006, 33). 

g) Lack of Constructive Outlets for young People 

Many adults believe as if the youth simply have no interest in the type of activities municipalities provide 

with the exception of sports activities, which comprise the major activity provided to young people. Thus, 

young people are provided only with sport ser vices as it is believed that youth are not interested in other 

services that municipalities provide. In the context of Ethiopia, for instance, the problem of young people 

having nowhere to go and the government-generated craze of labeling unemployed youth as 'vagrants' 

who require legal control and policing have seriolls implication for youth participation in social and 

economic activities (www.iyfnet.org. 68). 

h) Adultism 

Adultism refers to all behaviors and attitudes engendered by the assumption that adults are superior to 

young people. It leads to the belief that adults are entitled to control many aspects of young people's lives 

without their agreement. At the heart of adultism lie lack of respect for young people and a tendency of 

regarding them as less important and inferior. Where adult sentiments prevail, the youth are not trusted to 

develop independently, and so are taught, disciplined, harnessed, punished and guided into the adult world 

(Bell , 1.1995: 147). 

i) Youth and the government system 

In many countries, governments tend to regard their youth purely as instigators of violence and authors of 

a wide variety of social ills. Consequently, they never address seriously the need to assist youth and youth 

groups and see them collapse due to lack of funds. They may create laws to prevent and contain social 

behaviors exhibited by youth that they consider maladaptive. According to Shimel is (2006:46), their 

measures are largely reactive. 
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2.9 Policy context 

2.9.1 Policy Framework 

The development of govemment policies on the youth is an important first step. For policies to become 

effective, however, govemments need to commit financial and human resources. They can also become 

effective programs if and only if young people's needs are met. 

Given the wide diversity of political cultures and political systems, countries need to establish their own 

priorities and mechanisms in order to create a youth policy that is authentic and relevant. The formulation 

of a sound national youth policy should not follow a top-down process. It requires the involvement of a 

wide variety of social actors, cross-sectors and the maintenance of a close link with civil society. 

Moreover, any viable youth policy is one in which young people are not just spectators or advisers, but are 

truly involved in decision-making processes (UNESCO 2004:4). 

Though the environmental policy of Ethiopia emphasizes the social aspects, it has not explicitly stated the 

role of the youth in the protection and improvement of the environment, culture and natural heritage. 

Identifying the needs and roles of the youth in the protection and preservation of cultural and natural 

heritage is critical and needs to be recognized. Strategies and plan of actions should thus consider the 

participation of the youth in promoting positive perceptions and enhancing good environmental practices. 

(Lebesech, 20) 

2.9.2. Ethiopian National Youth Policy 

Each country needs a dynamic and relevant national youth policy to address some of the challenges facing 

young people and to create the envirolll1ent for the development of young adults for the future. Currently, 
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a number of countries do have youth policy but it is not always implemented as it should be, as many 

governments admit. Although a National Youth Policy (NYP) provides a point towards an integrated 

approach to the problems of young people at the national level (NYP 2000:5), governments that have 

developed the policy often lack comprehensive and holistic approaches to the challenges faced by the 

younger generation. Thus, a progressive NYP obliges traditional decision-makers to not only work for 

young people but to also let their experiences infol111 the development of appropriate interventions and 

services (UNESCO 2004:4). 

Generally speaking, the youth policy should put the needs of the youth and involve the youth in all the 

process starting from the inception of the policy up to implementation. The youth should also understand 

the benefits of the policy and support its implementation. The policy indicate that the youth should 

actively and competently participate in the country's development endeavors and in the process of 

building democratic system and good governance and that they should fairly benefit from the results. 

Accordingly, the policy's major issues have been viewed from the participatory and beneficiary standpoint 

(NYP ofFDRE, 2004:21). 

The Ethiopian NYP has set major policy issues such as democracy & good governance, economIc 

development, education & training, health, HTV/AIDS, social evils, culture, sports & recreation, 

environmental protection & social services, and attention for special need youth (Ibid:25-26). The 

Ethiopian NYP has put the major policy issues specifically and has also put the implementation strategies 

as well. The implementation strategies discussed in the policy include: organization of all round 

participation; capacity building; information, awareness and advocacy; data, research and studies; national 

and international partnership; and cooperation and coordination (Ibid: 37-47). However, in comparison 
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with NYPS of Kenya (MHHS 2002) and South Africa (NYC 1997), the Ethiopian NYP lacks some 

specific aspects, including: 

• Although the general objective of the policy was stated, it lacks specific objectives; 

• The youth's responsibilities were li sted while the rights of the youth were not given due 

attention; and 

• While prioritizing target groups the unemployed youth and the school dropouts were not 

taken as a group, which need a special attention and effective strategies. 

Generally, the policy has also given a special attention to environmental protection and social services by 

describing as one of the major policy issues. Moreover, it includes details on the organization of the youth 

and all round participation, support, awareness, partnership and cooperation and some of the 

implementation strategies. These provisions indicate that the policy has laid the ground for youth 

participation and particularly their involvement in environmental protection and what is left is its full 

implementation (NYP ofFDRE 2004:34,37). 
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CHAPTER 3: OVERVIEW OF THE STUDY AREA 

3.1 General Description of Dilla Town 

The study area, Dilla Town, is located in Gedeo Zone of the SNNPRS at a distance of 365 kilometers 

south of Addis Ababa and 97 Km from the regional capital Hawassa, along the Addis Moyale highway. It 

is situated in the East African Rift valley with relative locations of 6° 14° North latitude and 38° 10° East 

longitude. The town is bordered by Golla ridge in the east, Chichu River in the south, Laga Darra River in 

the north and Haroressa and wallame farmers association in the south-west. It has a total area of 1123.47 

hectares. 

Topographically, the town has an elevation ranging between 1400-2000 meters above sea level. The 

height is smoothly decreasing from eastern escarpment towards the west where the lowest point is found. 

The presence of such land form structure favored the existence of major rivers like Walleme and Chichu to 

wards which the surface runs off from the town had been flowing. 

Even though the amount and distribution of rainfall varies in a year, the highest rainfall months fall 

between March and October and of relatively little rainfall occurs during the rest of the months. The 

lowest amount of rainfall occurs in January. Generally speaking the average rainfall ranges between 

1223.9-1333.1 m.m. The temperature of Dill a ranges between 11.7° C - 27.9° C throughout the year. 
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3.2 Economic Activities 

Dilla town, with its location on the Addis-Moyale highway, has an economy based on petty trading and 

service provision. In addition quarrying, pottery, weaving, and coffee processing are largely carried by a 

sezeables segment of the town's dwellers. However, the gap between the poor and the rich is marked so 

much so that many of the town 's inhabitants are forced to live in shanty areas with poor housing and less 

sanitation. 

3.3 Population Characteristics 

According to the regional population office statistical abstract (1997), the total population of the town is 

57564 with males accounting for 51 % and females for the remaining 49%. Out of the total population, 

14595 (23.4%) are young people aged between 15-24. The continuous growth of urban population has 

been worsening the living conditions of the inhabitants of the town. 

3.4 Existing Administration Structure 

Dilla town got a municipality status in 1945 after three and half decades of its establishments. Since its 

establishment, the town has been encountering social and economic problems, which have been 

aggravated by the absence of good govemance and decentralized administrative structure. Recently, 

however the regional goverrunent has identified 19 towns and has given recognition Dilla as one of the 

reform towns. Accordingly, Dilla is considered as medium town which consists of three kebeles, namely 

Misrak Chora, Ayer Tenna, and Ediget Besira. Based on the newly fonn ed administrative structure, the 

mayor of the town has been elected recentl y. It has designed the three years strategy plan to over come the 

deep rooted problems by collaborative efforts of the cOIllmunities and the funding agencies . 
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The presence of commercial centers due to its location on a major highway and the availability of higher 

educational institutions like Dilla University, Agricultural college, High schools, and Nursing school are 

creating high population pressure, most particularly in the youth. Due to the presence of educational 

centers in the town, it is forced to accommodate many students in rental houses. These young people are 

in need of recreation facilities, reproductive health education, job opportunities, and social and 

psychological treatments etc. However, all these necessities could not be fulfilled due to various social, 

economical and institutional constraints, even though there are youth clubs that works on HIV I AIDS, 

reproductive health and environmental protection. These youth clubs are eight in number and they do not 

participate most of the youth in the town. The clubs are: Yenegew Sew Youth Center, Addis Raey Anti ­

AIDS Club, Dinen Enadin Anti-AIDS Club, Chora Environmental Protection and Anti-AIDS Club, Tesfa 

Anti-AIDS Club, Nigat Anti-AIDS Club, Selam Anti -AIDS Club and Safe Generation Youth Center. 

3.5 Youth and participation 

As the MYS (2006) indicates that the use of "chat" and alcohol among high school students has become 

common. The youth who chew 'chat' are more likely to smoke and use alcohol. Drug use is associated 

with a variety of negative consequences including increased risk of serious drug user later in life, school 

failure and poor judgment, which may put teens at risk for accident violence, unplanned and unsafe sex. 

Due to the above problems, existing structure and prevailing attitude do not provide an enabling 

environment for youth participation in decision-making, planning and implementation process, 

environmental protection programs and other developmental activities. 

34 



CHAPTER 4: METHODOLOGY 

4.1. Research Design and Instruments 

As part of the research strategy both quali tative and quanti tative methods were used to examine the 

challenges yo ung peop le face to participate in developmental activities most particularly in environmental 

protection activities. Consequently, data were co llected from in-school and out-school yo uths including 

teachers, kebele officials and profess ionals. Co ll ecting information from the relevant sample gro ups at 

each level of the in-school and out-school system provides the advantage of being ab le to examine the 

relationship between tbe challenges and the youth as well as the impact of the challenges in urban 

development. 

The types of instruments that were used by the researcher to co ll ect primary data include: 

• 

• 

• 

Structured questionnaires to survey individuals, 

Interview gu ide for key informants, 

Interv iew guide (for focus group discussions). 

The questionnaire covered topics on envirorunental issues, participation, and awareness of environmental 

protection (refer to Appendix E). The yo uth who filled in the questionnaire were from different groups 

namely in-school and out-of school (employed and non- employed). 

To triangulate the data and information, individual youths, teachers, kebele officials and other 

professionals were asked by the researcher to provide information tlu'ough formal and informal interviews. 

(refer to Append ix C). Semi-structured interviews were also conducted with ten individuals (seven males 

and three females) who were working with the youth in kebeles and schools. 
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Focus group discussions (FGDs) were conducted with a group of youth. It enabled them to generate 

responses especially on sensitive topics such as participation and it helps them to arti culate their opinions 

(Gearin and Chri s 200 1). The FGDs were conducted with two student council s fro m Dilla high school and 

Donbosco high school, fi ve from youth clubs, three from the three kebele yo uth organizations, three from 

government employees ( from Dilla municipality, Dilla town information and public relation office and 

Dill a town capacity building office) and two from NGOs. Thus, the data co llection methods have been 

tri angulated in to four forms: secondary source reading work, individual questioner survey, key in fo rmant 

interviews, and FGDs. 

To make the data co llection more suitable, a pilot stud y (pre-testing) was carri ed out with twenty yo ung 

persons prior to the commencement of the data collection . The main aims of the pilot studies were to 

refine the research instruments, such as questiolmaires and interview guides. They have greater use still in 

ethnographic approaches through fo reshadowing research problems and questions, in highlighting gaps 

and wastage in data co llection, and in considering broader and highl y signi ficant issues such as research 

validity, ethics, representation and researcher health and safety. 

4.2. Sampling Design 

The study focused in the tlu·ee kebeles of Dill a town, named Misrak Chora, Ediget Besira,and Ayer Tena. 

A cross section of young people aged between IS and 24 from a di verse range of backgrounds and li fe 

experi ences in di fferent parts of the kebele were taken. A total of ISO young people (88 males and 62 

females) and 10 adults (7 males and 3 females) took part in the study. A random sampling method were 

used to draw 135 sampl e individual young people (78 males and 57 females) fo r the survey while a 
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purposive sampling method was used to select fifteen youths (ten males and five females) and ten ad ults ( 

seven males and three fema les ) for interview and FGD panels. 

4.3. Data collection 

4.3.1 Survey 

The survey was conducted with 135 respondents (78 males and 57 females), who are selected from the 

three kebeles . Based on the study objectives more than fifty structured questions were prepared to obtain 

information about awareness, partic ipation, and constraints of yo ung people on environmental protection 

act ivities. The questionnaires were admi nistered by four enumerators. At the end of the survey 129 

respondents (73 males and 56 femal es) completed the questionnaire and returned it to the enumerators. 

4.3.2 In depth interviews 

The li st of participants is included in Appendix A. They are drawn from two schools and different sectors, 

including the yo uth , teachers, kebele official s, experts and policy makers. The interviews begun by asking 

them about their knowledge on yo uth participation and environmental protections and once they got 

started they began to express a whole range of concerns. All recordings w,ere coded using the p311icipant' s 

names (with their permission). 

4.3.3 Focus Group Discussion 

As indicated earli er one of the tools used in the stud y was the use of fi fteen participants in foc us groups 

that involved yo uths from schools, kebeles, governmental organization and NGOs (refer to Appendix B). 

Two focus group discuss ions invo lvi ng eight youth and seven ad ult participants each were conducted. 

Simi lar set of open-ended quest ions were developed and used (refer to Appendix C). These focus group 
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meetings identified some of the major strengths and weaknesses of Dilla's current youth activity on 

environmental protection and other developmenta l acti vities . 

4.4. Data processing and data analysis 

The data gathered were analyzed in tel1llS of the study objectives already designed. The findings from 

questionnaire survey were seen in an aggregated form in relation wi th the FGDs, and key infollllant 

interview results. Generally the processes of analysis were carried out by using quali tative description and 

descriptive statistics, such as percentage, frequency distribution and ratio analysis. The survey data were 

entered into a statisti cal package and the out put were discussed using tabu lation and the non quantifi able 

data (infol1llation from key informants, interview and FGDs) were discussed through qualitative 

description. 

4.5. Analytical framework of the study 

The yo uth are assets of the community, and active agents of change who can contribute their energy, 

ideali sm and insight to environmental protection as wel l as to a community growth and progress (P ia 

notes, 1998: 59). 

The conceptual framework high li ghts that the strategic approach to effecti ve urban environmental 

protection is the participation of the whole community. As in the study indicated youth participation can 

not be described as a single type of project, but rather as a program strategy, even a public attitude that 

encourages youth to express their opinions, to become involved, and to be part of the decision making 

process at different levels. 

If youth participation is to be meaningful it is important to enable youth to have wide access to education, 

infollllat ion and technological results so that they would be ab le to participate in environmental , natural 

and cultural heritage protection and reservat ion, institutionali zed yo uth participation in setting and 
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process, create an enabling environment so that youth can be organized freely and actively participate in 

the environmental protection, encourage them to work together and maintain cooperative a relationship 

amongst them with a view to gain new experience and sk ill s which wi ll benefi t them later in life. 

Conducive legal, policy, strategy and program environment shall be created for enabling youth to actively 

participate in and benefit fi·om it. 

The participation of the youth wi ll benefit the whole community and the outcome wi ll be more acceptable 

to all those involved and , therefore sustainable. 

Strategic Approach to Effective urban Development 

Figure 1 Analytical Framework (prepared by the author) 
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CHAPTER 5: Results and Discussions 

5.1. Discussion of Major Youth Characteristics 

5.1.1 Demographics 

Out of the total 129 youth respondents, 56.6% (73) were male respondents and 43.4% (56) female 

respondents. Each kebele comprises 33.3% of the total sample. In comparison to the total respondents, 

18 .6 % (24) were male respondents and 14.7 % (19) were female respondents living in Misrak kebele, 

18.6 %( 24) were male respondents and 14.7 % (19) were female respondents in Ediget Besira kebele, 

while the sample from Ayer Tena composed 19.3 % (25) males and 14.0 % (18) females . The male to 

female composition of the total sampled group was 56.6% (73) to 43.4% (56) respectively (refer to Table 

1 ). 

Table 1 Distribution of Respondent by Kebeles and Sex 

FEMALE MALE TOTAL 

No of No of No of 

Kebeles Respondents. (Yo Respondents. % Respondents. % 

Misrak 19 14.7 24 18.6 43 33 .3 

Edigefbesra 19 14.7 24 18.6 43 33 .3 

Ayertel/a 18 14.0 25 19.3 43 33.3 

Total 56 43.4 73 56.6 129 100.0 

Source: (Survey result, 2007) 

With respect to the age of the respondents, all the respondents were in the age category of 15-24. Young 

people of age category 15-17 have made a larger portion of the respondents (59.7%) while respondents of 

23 years old and above were few in comparison to the other age categories (refer toTable 2). 
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Table 2 Distribution of Respondcnts by Age Category 

Agc category No of Respondents Percent 

15-17 77 59.7 

18-20 30 23.3 

21-23 16 12.4 

>23 6 4.7 

Total 129 100.0 

Source: (Survey result, 2007) 

The majority of the respondents (95.3%) were not maJTied , with the remaining 4.7% of the respondents 

being married. The latter included 2 females and 4 males. 

5.1.2 Educational Status and Current Activity 

When the educational status of the young people are categorized according to their level of education, 

there are only six youths who falling in grades 1 to 8, while 13.2% respondents have completed grade 

twelve. The majority of the respondents (84.5%) were enrolled between grades 9-12. With regard to sex 

out of the 109 grade 9-12 respondents, 54. 1 % were male while 45.9% were female. (refer to Table 3). 

Table 3 Distribution of Respondents by Educational Status and Sex 

Sex of the respondent Gradel-4 Grade 5-8 Grade (9-12) >Grade 12 Total 

Male No of Respondents 0 I 59 13 73 

% 0 1.4 80.8 17.8 100 

Female No of Respondents I I 50 4 56 

% 1.8 1.8 89.3 7.1 100 

Total No of Respondents I 2 109 17 129 

(Yo 1.8 3.2 84.5 13.2 100 

Source: (Survey result, 2007) 

The youth can be categorized into two according to their engagement in their day-to-day lives. Most of the 

respondents (86.8%) were students wh ile 13.2% were non-students. Most of the students (78.6%) attend 

govemment schools with the remaining 11.4% in non-government schools. 
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5.2 Environmental Awareness and Youth 

5.2.1 Awareness about the role of youth in changing the environment and society 

Almost all of the respondents (96.9%) are aware of the role of the youth in changing the society and the 

environment (refer to Table 4). However when they were asked about individual roles, half of the 

respondents were not aware of their individual role in changing their envirorlillent and society (refer to 

Table 5). This shows that there is a gap between the role of an ind ividual youth and yo uth group. To fill 

this gap providing access to information, education and training for young people to leam their rights and 

responsibilities and to be schooled in democratic processes is vi tal. 

Table 4 Awareness about Youth Role in Cbanging the Environment 

Awareness about role of youth in changing the society & the environment 

Sex of Yes No Total 

Respondents No of Respondents % No of Respondents % No of Respondents % 

Male 73 56.6 0 0 73 56.6 

Female 52 40.3 4 3.1 56 43.4 

Total 125 96.9 4 3.1 129 100.0 

Source: (Survey result, 2007) 

Accord ing to the FGD and the interview with the teachers and the kebele officials, most of the youth are 

aware of their rights but they do not know their responsibility. This implies that the young people assume 

that they do not have any ro le in changing the society and the environment. 
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Table 5 Distribution of Respondents ' View in Changing the Society and the Environment 

Do you think you have 1I role ill challgillg the society and tlte ellll;rOlllll ellt? 

Yes No Total 

No of No of No of 

Sex of Respondents Respondents % Respondents % Respondents % 

Male 34 26.4 39 30.2 73 56.6 

Female 29 22.5 27 20.9 56 43.4 

Total 63 48.9 66 5 1.1 129 100.0 

Source: (Survey result, 2007) 

5.2.2. Awareness about environmental education in schools 

The purpose of environmental education is action in favor of the envirolm1ent and the search for solutions 

to environmental problems. Today the essential features of environmental education are well estab li shed 

in many developed countries. When presenting them, it is to understand the specifity of environmental 

education and in particular to position it with respect to and within general education, as much for ch ildren 

as for adu lt citi zens (Yoland , 2000: II ). 

The majority of the respondents (83.5%) reported they are aware of environmental education in thei r 

school wh ile 16.5% reported they have no idea about environmental education in their school. According 

to the focus group discussion, they said that environmental education is given with other subj ects like 

bio logy and geograph y but it is better to treat it as a subject in order to raise the awareness of all the 

students about environmental issues. 
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5.2.3 Awareness about the type of environmental pollution 

When the respondents were asked about the type of environmental pollution they know, most of the 

respondents (55.8%) said they are aware of water and air pollution, 20.2% about water pollution, 18.6% 

about air pollution and only 3.9% about all types of pollution (refer to Table 6). The rest 0.8% mentioned 

awareness about sound and so il pollution. According to the FGD result, the youth are more or less aware 

of pollu tion and other envirorllllental problems but they are not empowered to become active agents in 

social transformation. However, there are some experiences li ke the clubs 'Dinen Inad in ' and 'Save 

Generation ' participating in cleaning the town (refer Appendix 8 and 9). 

Table 6 Distribution of Respondents' Awareness on Environ mental Pollntion 

Type of pollution No of Respondents Percent 

Water pollution 26 20.2 

Air poll ution 24 18.6 

Sound pollution 1 0.8 

Water & air poll ution 72 55.8 

Soil poll ution 1 0.8 

All types of poll ution 5 3.9 

Total 129 100.0 

Source: (Survey result, 2007) 

5.2.4 Awareness in environmental protection activities and youth organizations 

Awareness about the need fo r environmental protection will empower them to get invo lved and to fee l 

their potential to contribute. Surpri singly, 41.9% of the respondents were not aware of environmenta l 

protection activity in the city, wh ile 58.1 % are aware of it. Accordi ng to an interview made with the city 

counci l offic ials, the kebeles are not working with the youth on different development activities and yo uth 
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are no t participating in the developmental plan of the kebele. A similar response is given during the FGDs 

abo ut the weak relationship of the kebele administration and the youths. They explained this weak 

relationship in terms of communicat ion gap due to lack of enabling environment to discuss problems 

openly, and generally the negative attitude by the administration towards the youth. 

Young people should be aware of partner organi zations, which are assigned to work on the affairs of the 

youth. Though there are several organizations, the youth may be expected to identi fy the most common 

ones organi zed at the regiona l and national levels. Accordingly, out of the total respondents 8 1.4% are 

aware of the ex istence of youth associations and/or govenunent offices that are established to encourage 

more yo uth participation. This indicates that the youth are aware of youth associations in the city, so 

providing technical support to bui Id the institu tional capacity of youth organizations is very important. 

Conversely, 11.6% of the respondents are not aware of the ex istence of youth clubs in Dilla. This requires 

among others, awareness campaigns by concerned bodies. 

5.2.5 Awareness about policy issues 

The policy sha ll be implemented through an action plan that wi ll detail the strategies, activities, target 

groups, ti me frame and budget lines. The implementation of National Youth Policy will require the 

involvement of all agencies concerned with youth issues .These include line ministries, NGOs, both local 

and international, the private sector and various youth organizations. The ministry responsible for youth 

affairs shal l spearhead the overal l policy implementation, monitoring, evaluation and review in addition to 

spearheading the mobi lization of resources necessary for the implementation of the policy. Partnerships 

within different organizations will playa key ro le in achieving the goal of the policy objectives (MHHS, 

2002 : 21). 
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Of the total respondents, 48.1 % of them have heard about the design of youth policy. However, only 

17.7% read it so far (refer to Table 7). This implies that they will not have sufficient awareness about the 

policy since they haven' t read it. However, according to the focus group di scussion held, they said that the 

policy addresses the major concerns and issues critical to young people and gives direction to youth 

programs and services provided by the government. Almost all the youth who said they know about the 

po li cy know more of its ex istence than its content. Thus, the majority of the youth don't know the 

designed program as well as their duty and responsibility as a youth and how they can contribute in the 

developmental process. According to those respondents who read the po licy majority (81.8%) were well 

aware of relevance of the po licy for the youth . According to an interview with kebele officials and leader 

of youth assoc iation they have said we have heard about it but never seen or read it. This is probably due 

to low policy advocacy, unavai lability of the yo uth policy document and lack of interest. Regarding the 

Envirorunental policy of Ethiopia, 45% were aware of the policy existence, whi le 55% were not (refer to 

Table 7). This indicates a lot has to be done in advocating the policy to increase the participation level of 

the youth for its successfu l implementation. 

Table 7 Distribution of Respondents about Policy Issues 

Policy issues Yes No Total 

No of % No of % No of % 

respondents respondents respondents 

Awareness about youth policy 62 48.1 67 51.9 129 100 

document des ign 

Read youth policy document II 17.7 51 82.3 62 100 

Perception about rel evance of 9 81.8 2 18.2 11 100 

the policy for the youth 

A wareness about 58 45 71 55 129 lOa 

environmental policy 

Source: (Survey result, 2007) 
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5.3. Youth Participation 

5.3.1 Awareness about the Concept of Youth Participation 

Princip les of participation require that yo ung people should feel their participation is valued and that they 

have ownership in the process. Youth participation is about negotiation between young people and 

relevant adults. Young people should not necessarily dominate the decision making process. The 

knowledge, responsibilities and commitments of the adu lts involved also need to be acknowledged. 

Finally the avoidance of tokenism is important, that is, young people must be offered real roles or they 

wi ll quickly recognize that they are not being taken seriously (FY A, 2003). 

The majority of the respondents (96.1 %) reported they know the concept of youth participation whi le on ly 

3.9% of the respondents reported they do not know. According to the focus group di scussion results, the 

meaning of youth participation is usually seen as an involvement of the youth in youth 

groups/organizations and also to the involvement in activities such as social services and environmental 

protection. The results also indicated that taking part in adult conferences is more abstract to them and 

rel ate it with politics. They attach more weight to pat1icipation to single issues, such as HIV club activities 

or/and environmental san itation, than others. 

5.3.2 Development activities and youth participation 

Environmenta l protectio n and community pat1icipation are the preliminary levels of participation in which 

the youth can take part at grassroots level. HIV related services and enviromnental protection are being 

practiced more and quite often. Accordingly, the youth were asked to identify the areas of acti vities in 

which they participated. A relatively higher population of the respondents (48.1 %) pat1icipated in 

HIV/ATDS and health related activiti es with 20.9% participated in environmental protection and 
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sanitation. Some of the respondents (15.5%) were involved in community activities such as serving the 

aged, poor people and orphaned children. Similarly 15.5% of the respondents were involved in general 

activities through kebele development programs (refer to Table 8). The FGD results also indicated that the 

participation of the youth in environmental protection activiti es and kebele development programs is 

weak. Moreover, an interview with youth organization leader and kebele official indicated that the high 

participation rate in HI V related activities are usuall y related to the incentives being given by different 

organizations during participation. Based on this, one can infer that youth participation can be affected by 

the nature of monetary benefit attached to the activities. 

Table 8 Distt'iblltion of Yo 11th Activities Existing at Respondents Kebele 

Areas of Participation No of Respondents Percent 

HIV and Reproductive health program 62 48.1 

Cleaning the environment 27 20.9 

Helping elders 20 15.5 

Kebele development 20 15.5 

Total 129 100 

Source: (Survey result, 2007) 

According to the FGD results and interviews, it was indicated that previously there were various NGOs 

giving various training for yo uths on HIV/AIDS . The youth might have higher awareness on the area of 

HIV/AIDS due to the invo lvement of different stakeholders on the issue. This awareness motivated the 

youth for more invo lvement besides. The intervi ew with the youth association leader also indicated that 

those who took training were responsible to take part and train others. This exposure and experience might 

have made involvements in the HIV related activists easier (Molloy et.a!. 2002:6). 
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Unless young people are confident that their opinions are treated with respect and seri ousness, they will 

quickl y become di scouraged and di smiss the participation process as ineffecti ve. This has implications for 

the confidence in democratic processes as they grow into adulthood (Matthews et al cited in Bessant, 

2004a, pAOO). 

Using the survey and the FGD results, level of yo uth pmiicipation in the different development acti vities 

in the city was assess·ed. In thi s regard, of the total respondents 56.3% indicated that they participated 

while 43.7% did not participate in di fferent development activities. 

According to the focu s group di scuss ion results, the perspecti ve about youth' s participation is di rectly 

related to political involvement. Although, youth participation is related to political, social or economic 

acti vities, the hot issue remains with politics . If the youth perceive youth participation as having an 

attachment with politics, they might refrai n fro m participation patiicularly in their earl y years of 

adolescence (Mo lloy et. a l. 2002:2 1). Thus, their attachment of pali icipation to politics highl y affects their 

invo lvement in yo uth activ ities . On the other hand, a similar fi gure was observed when the young people 

were asked whether involvement in youth activities necessaril y re fl ects thei r political stand . The results 

have shown that most youth are refraining from participation within youth association since they think that 

the organization is politica ll y affili ated with the ex isting political system. This issue was raised during the 

FGDs and the participants perce ived that although invo lvement in youth acti vities has nothing to do with 

politics the membership in the local yo uth association and being youth representati ves of the local youth 

groups are highl y related to their politica l stand. 

Parti cipati on also benefit s the wider community. Encouraging yo ung people to be creators rather than 

simply consumers means they are more likely to be agents for social change rather than social contro l 
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(Bessant, 2004a ;) . From this perspecti ve the respondents were asked whether they parti cipate or not in 

general and the specific activity in which they participated. 

(a) Participation in environmental protection activities 

Accordingly, the majority of the respondents, i.e. 52.7 %, believed and participated in environmental 

protection acti vities that show clearly their role in development by changing their surroundings, and their 

involvement within the society is important. Conversely, 47.3% of the respondents have indicated they 

have not participated in various youth activities. During the FGD, it was refl ected that the interest of 

males is better on participation in environmental protection activities as compared to females. This can be 

due to parental influences in controlling daughters than sons, which often leads to restrictions in 

participation of different development activities. In many homes, daughters have less leisurely time due to 

fam il y responsibilities such as doing housework and caring for siblings . The city Youth Association 

Chairperson, on behalf of hi s association said that as an organization run by the youth and for the yo uth, 

greater youth participation and empowerment is of utmost importance. However, in recent years, the 

relationshi p between the youth and the government has become largely detached, and there were not 

ferti le conditions to participate the young people in different developmenta l activities . 

(b) Participation of youth in environmental activities in the city 

The major environmental activity in the city 42.5% focuses on cleaning the city 33.6% tree planting 

18.7% constructing drainage channels and 5.2% co ll ecting plastic bags ( refer to Table 9) . According to 

the focus group discussion results, environmental activities in the city are planned by the municipality 

with out the participation of the youth. Almost al l the activities are done by hired individuals by the 

municipality. 
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Table 9 Identified Major Environmental Activities in the City 

Major environmental activities in the city No of Respondents Percent 

Cleaning the city 57 42.5 

Tree planting 45 33.6 

Collecting plastic bag 7 5.2 

Drainage channel 25 18.7 

Total 134 100 

Source, (Survey resu lt, 2007) 

5.3.3 Role of youth in Environmental activities 

Most of the respondents identified lack of social acceptance (37.9%) as a major reason for not believing in 

the role of the youth in changing the society. Similarly, lack of knowledge and awareness of the 

community and bureaucracy by kebele official's have been potted down by 34.8% and 18.2% of the 

respondents respectively as detelTent factors for youth participation (refer to Table 10). 

The FGDs results show that adults do not see young people as individuals with the capacity to make 

positive and wide-ranging contributions when they receive support and the opportunity to develop their 

skills. In addition they believed that all the programs run by the local government are adult oriented. 

Table 10 Reason for Not Believing in the Role of the Youth 

Reason for not believing in the role of the youth No of Respondents Percent 

Because I am young 2 3 

Lack of knowledge & awareness 23 34.8 

Lack of social acceptance 25 37.9 

Lack of interest 4 6 

Kebele officials bureaucracy 12 18.2 

Total 66 100 

Source: (Survey result, 2007) 
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Concerning the question "Who should have a role in enviromllental activity", the majority of the 

respondents (47 .1%) believed as it is the youth clubs' role while 36.8% believed that it should be the role 

of the whole city res idents. Others have put the role of women to only 6.9%, Schools to 9.2%, (refer to 

Table II). 

The FGD panelists believed that although the participation of the youth is less, their role in environmental 

activities is better than the rest of the community. This shows that if the youth is suppo11ed by the local 

govermllent, NGOs and the society as a whole they can contribute to the country by protecting the 

environment. 

Table 11 Ranked Role in Environmental Activities 

Rallketll'ole ill ellvironmelltal activities No of Respondents % 

Whole city residents 32 36.8 

Women only 6 6.9 

Youth clubs 41 47. I 

Schools 8 9.2 

Total 87 100 

Source: (Survey result, 2007) 

5.3.4 Participation in the youth organization/clubs 

When the respondents were asked to rate the participation in youth organization and clubs, most (45.4%) 

rated "no participation", while others rated it as low (29.4%), high (17.6%) and very high (7.6%). This 

implies that the local administration and the leaders of the youth associations failed to create an 

environment for young people to be able to actively participate in all spheres of society. The focus group 

paneli sts approved that the youth leaders are running after their own benefits and some of them are aged 

and the kebele officials do not want to work with the youths. Due to this fact the youth is not motivated to 

pm1icipate in yo uth organization!club. It is true that some clubs in the town, such as 'Dinen Inadin ' and 
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' Save Generation' have a long experience (more than eight years) but with a very few club members (refer 

Appendix 6 and 7). 

The existence of youth clubs in schools contributes for the involvement of students in vanous 

developmental activities. Thus, whether youth participation is given attention by the school management 

or not determines the degree to which the youth participate in development activities. 

Almost half of the students (51.4%) indicated the existence of youth activities in schools in which students 

can participate, while 23.4% and 25.2% reported either they were not aware of the presence of clubs in 

schools or have no idea about it respecti vely. While interviewing the two teachers from the two high 

schools, they said that there are enviromnental clubs in thei r schools that properly function. 

The most common activities within schools are environmental care by planting trees (36.8%), awareness 

raising (28.3%), cleaning activities (25.2%) and educating the society (9.4%). About 30.5% of the 

respondents have rep li ed they have been participating in different youth clubs by being a member in the 

school club while, 69.5% reported they were not a member. According to the FGD results, even though 

the participation of the students is low, it is better than the participation of youths in the environmental 

activities of the city. This is due to the programmers including youth advocacy and peer-to-peer 

programmers that offers opportunity and motivation to participate in the school environmental club. 

As far as the reasons for not participating in environmental clubs is concemed, one can mention lack of 

awareness, focus given only for formal education, lack of responsible person, lack of interest by school 

administration. These were reported as reasons by 38.1 %, 23.8%, 22 .2%, and 15.9% of the respondents 

respecti vel y. 
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5.3.5 Participation in the planning process of environmental protection activities 

Participation at planning phase before implementation is very important and it helps young people to 

better understand the issue and to think of new ways to effect sustainable change in their communities. In 

the case study in question, only 13.4% of the respondents participated in plarming phase and 58.5% in 

implementing the plan. According to the FGD and interview results, the planning process of every 

development activity in the city is done by the adults. The youth does not have the opportunity to 

participate in the planning process of any development activities although the issue is related with them. 

As shown in Table 12, a little above than half of the respondents (46.5%) rated the level of activities 

carried out in close cooperation with the kebeles as moderate while 35.7% rated it as 'not active'. The 

evidence collected from participants interviewed seems to contradict this. They believed that the kebeles 

have no integration with youth participation. The same result was obtained from FGD session. 

Table 12 Distribution of Formal and Informal Organizations' Integration with Yonth Participation 

Organizations Very active Moderately active Not active Total 

Number % Number % Number % 

City Administration 5 3.9 60 46.5 64 49.7 129 100 

Kebele 14 10.9 69 53.5 46 35.7 129 100 

NGOs 51 39.5 42 32.6 36 27.9 129 100 

Youth clubs 46 35.7 60 46.5 23 17.8 129 100 

Source: (Survey result, 2007) 

5.3.6 Participation in designing and evaluation of youth policy document 

Only forty-four of the 129 respondents (32.6%) participated in one of the steps of policy design process 

(refer to Table 13). Some have participated on the design and formulation of the youth policy (36.4%) 

while others on ideas (47.7%) and in the rest in evaluation phase of the policy (15 .9%) [refer to Table 26]. 

That is why the FGD panelists said that the participation of the young people in preparation of the policy 
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document is very low. Thi s ensures that the govemment authori ties failed to work in a cooperative and 

participatory manner when designing and delivering programs and services which address the youth. 

However, the process of involving the youth in planning, imp lementation and evaluation of the youth 

policy document brings about a strong sense of belonging and ownership that essentially leads to 

sustainability and immense benefit s of the program. 

Table 13 Participation in Policy Document 

At what step did you participate in policy document No. Of Respondents Percent 

Evaluation of policy draft 7 15.9 

Participating in designing 16 36.4 

Giving ideas 21 47.7 

Total 44 100 

Source: (Survey result, 2007) 

5.4 Acceptance level of youth participation by different institutions 

You ng people cannot be expected to make transitions into the adult world if they are not given the 

opportun ity to experience economic and political realities (Bessant, 2004a; Jukes, 2002). Engaging in 

community life and participation is empowering and assists young people in feeling that they are capable 

of making a valuab le contribution to society (Smith, 1981). There is also evidence to suggest participation 

has numerous hea lth benefits that result from feeling valued by the community. Promoting meaningful 

participation of children and adolescents is essential to ensuring their growth and development (Bellamy, 

2002; Bessant, 2004a). 

The respondents were asked about the degree to which different formal and infOlmal institutions support 

their participation in envirolllilental participation. The responses are categorized under different 
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environments, namely schools, soc iety, famil y and the government. In what follows, discussions will be 

held under each of them. 

(a) Schools 

It is clear that if teachers at schoo l are interested in yo uth participation they can give guidance, motivate 

students, and create awareness among parents. The lack of interest on the pali of the teachers might be due 

to the culture by which they give priority to education than participation in different school clubs. 

The survey result in the study area showed that 56.4% of the respondents believed that they get 

acceptance by thei r teachers, while 43.6% did not. The reason given by most of the respondents (56.3%) 

for not being accepted by the teachers is the focus given to formal educati on. By the same token, 20. 8% of 

the respondents reasoned the weak relationship between teachers and students while 12.5% and 10.4% 

believed it is due to lack of teachers' and students awareness respecti vely (refer to Table 14). 

Table 14 Distribution of Respondents' Reason for Not Accepted by Teacher 

Reason for not accepted by teacher No of Respondents Percent 

Focus given only for formal education 27 56.3 

Lack of awareness by the teachers 6 12.5 

Weak relationship between teachers and students 10 20.8 

Lack of students awareness 5 10.4 

Total 48 100 

Source: (Survey result, 2007) 

(b) Society 

When it comes to society, 59.7% reported they don ' t get acceptance by society. While the remaining 

40.3% be li eved othetw ise. The expert (youth and sport officer) of Dilla town came up with a number of 

problems related with yo ung peopl e, most notably lack of confidence built on yo ung peop le. Thi s was 

supported by the FGD panelists who said that the society consider the yo uth as negligent and unhelpful. 
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The city youth and sport expert stated: "Youth development can not be left to the young alone. We must 

all playa role- the young and the old . We must a ll attempt to develop our youth." 

As far as the reasons fo r low acceptance of the youth by the society is concerned, low awareness, weak 

relationship between yo uth and soc iety, and the add iction of the youth with chat were mentioned by 

50.6%, 39.0% and 10.4% of the respondents respectively ( refer to Table 15). 

Table 15 Distribution of Respondents' Possible Reasons for Youths Not Accepted by the Society 

Possible reasons for youths not accepted by the society No of Respondents (Yo 

Youths are Addicted by chat 8 10.4 

Weak relationship bin youth and the society 30 39.0 

Low level of awareness by the society 39 50.6 

Total 77 100 

Source: (Survey result, 2007) 

(C) Family 

Of the total respondents, roughly half of them (48.8%) reported as they get acceptance by their fam ilies 

and 51.2% did not. The interview with teachers and the expert indicates that the suppoli from fami lies or 

parents is critica l to initial or continued parti cipation of the yo uth in different developmental activities . 

The yo uth who have low fam ily support are less likely to participate. Accordingly, the young people have 

proposed the reasons their parents forb id them from participation. As fa r as the possible reasons for failing 

to get acceptance by thei r fam ili es are concerned, the majority of the female respondents believed it is 

done to protect them from undesirable behaviors. The reservation of parents for letting them to paliicipate 

is related to the priorities they give to learning than partici pation, which accounts for 48.5 % of 

respondents ( refer to Table 16}.About 36.4% of the parents also felt that participation is connected to 

politics. However, the focus group participants argue that parents usuall y don't give permiss ion for youths 

57 



below 20 years old and for females. There are youths who fai led due to bad peer pressure within youth 

clubs. [n addition to the aforementioned factors , their unwillingness might be related to the lack of model 

youth initiatives among those groups, which are already funct ioning. If family saw youth group which can 

be a good model , they can be convinced to support and help youth organizations or clubs. 

Table 16 Distributions of Respondents' Reason for Not Accepted by the Family 

Reason for not accepted by the family No of Respondents Percent 

Not allowed to go out from home 10 15 .2 

Believe that it is connected to poli tics 24 36.4 

Believe it has impact on forma l education 32 48.5 

Total 66 100 

Source: (Survey result, 2007) 

(d) Government 

When it comes to the acceptance of youth participation by the govenunent the respondents are openly 

divide. Roughly half of the respondents (49.2%) reported they don't get acceptance by government bodies, 

while the other half (50.8%) reported they did get acceptance or supp011 from the government bodies. 

Accord ing to the FGD resu lts, the support given by the govel1lment is for the youth organizations that are 

formed by the state. C lubs that are fonned by the youths themselves and some NGOs do not get enough 

support from the government. In addition, lack of knowledge, skills, attitude and commitment of the 

leaders are also other reasons cited for failing to accept the youth participation in envirOlunental issues. 

5.5. Budgeting problems 

Seventy six percent of the respondents complained about the inadequacy of budgets for the plan of 

pat1icipatory environmental protection activiti es. Th is shows (implies) that the youth do not have any 

opportunity to participate during the process of planning the budget of the city. This is also supported by 

58 



the interview with the kebele officials who said that no yo uth representati ve will be available during the 

preparation o f the kebeles ' annual plan, Besides, there is little awareness, and lack of communication and 

cooperation among various organizati ons that include youth programs in their mandate, This results in a 

significant amount of duplication and gaps in youth services , 

The major reason given for inadequate budget allocation by the respondents was that focus is given only 

for politics than development (43%), Weak relationship between youth and administration (33 ,3%), 

negative attitude towards youth (1 5,6%), and unwillgness to see organized youth (8, 1%) have also been 

mentioned by the respondents for budget limitations (refer to Table 17), 

Table 17 Distributions of Respondents' Reason for Inadequate Budget Allocation 

Reason for inadequate budget allocation No of Respondents % 

Weak relationship bin youth & local administration 45 33,3 

Negative attitude to the youth 21 15,6 

Unwi llingness to see youth organize, participate I I 8, I 

Focus is given only for politi cs than development 58 43 

Total 135 100 

Source: (Survey result, 2007) 

5.6. Supports given by formal and non-formal institutions for youth 
participation 

5.6.1 Kebeles 
The leve l of suppoli by kebele officials ' is very weak, In almost all the focus group di scussions held, the 

kebele is criti cized giving for little attention to the issues of the youth, The kebele as a local authority 

should have had a contribution in the involvement of the youth, In order to measure the role of kebeles, 

the respondents were asked for the types of support being provided by the kebele. The majority of the 

respondents (66.3%) have indicated that little or no financi al support and follow-up was provided through 

the kebele wh ile lim ited support is given tlu'ough trai ning and infonllati on provision, From the interview 

59 



with kebele officials, it is ind icated that there is no adequate budget allocated for youth activities and the 

absence of a separate body for the case of youth has weakened their capacity to work with the youth and 

affected the sustainab ili ty of youth ini tiatives. 

5.6.2 NGOs 

In the absence of a strong local authority to organize the youth, the major responsibility of working with 

the youth falls on the hand of local and international NGOs. They provide limited financial suppOli in the 

study area. In both the kebeles the tools they provided for activity and training is insignificant (refer to 

Table 18). According to foc us groups held the NGOs are worki ng on HIV related activiti es and they train 

individual youths than youth groups. Moreover, they are not working constantly on the case of the youth 

which was something they have been engaged in the past. 

Table 18 Provision of Snpport by NGOs 

High support Low support Don ' t know Total 

Level of support by NGOs Count % Count % count % Count 

Establishment of youth club 65 50.4 39 30.2 25 19.4 129 

Financial support 50 38.8 45 44.9 34 26.4 129 

Providing office and materials 63 48.8 39 30.2 27 20.9 129 

Giving different trainings 58 45 .0 44 34. 1 27 20.9 129 

Source: (Survey result, 2007) 

5.7 Major problems for low level of youth participation 

There is almost an indication of various challenges encountered by the youth and 'supporting bodies' to 

have genuine and effective yo uth paliicipation. The challenges identifi ed here fit particularly for 

environmental protection activities wh ile they might be similar to the challenges encountered by various 

youth in itiatives. 
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The positive youth development approach implies a shift in systems and services to all yo ung people and 

access to services and opportunities, with an emphasis on doing so through fam il ies, cOI1U11unities and 

government bodies. Through those systems, the youth can develop into healthy adults by gaining a sense 

of competence, usefulness, belongingness, and power. Youth participation can provide yo ung people with 

some or all of these facto rs when they are offered support, meaningful activities, a real sense of 

participation, and opportuniti es to develop ski ll s (cited in http://www.ncfy.com/pub/July02.htm). 

Reasons for weak participation and termination of clnbs activities 

Lack of government attention and incentives are the major challenging factors that were mentioned by 

40.3% and 24.8% of the respondents respectively. Similarly lack of government attention (26.4%) and 

weak linkages between government and the youth (22.5%) were mentioned as secondary reasons . The 

tertiary reasons mentioned by the respondents were negative attitude of the kebele officials and weak 

linkages between goverrunent and the youth by 26.4% and 22.5% of the respondents respectively. (refer 

to Table /9). The focll s group held also indicates that the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and commitment of 

the leaders at all levels are essential elements to enhance the pal1icipation of youth in environmental 

protection and development activities. Moreover, during the interview with the teachers it was mentioned 

that the youth must be li stened to and be involved in the process of decision making, planning and 

implementation process of development programs. 
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Table 19 Ranked Reasons for Weak Participation of the Youth from the View of Respondents 

Reasons for weak youth participation Primary reason Secondary reason Tertiary reason 

Count % Count % Count % 

Low awareness level 7 5.4 9 7.0 17 13 .2 

Addiction to drugs 1 1 8.5 7 5.4 7 5.4 

Lack of incentives 32 24.8 25 19.4 17 13.2 

Weak youth clubs 4 3.1 8 6.2 9 7.0 

Lack of government attention 52 40 .3 34 26.4 19 14.7 

Negative attitude of kebele officials 4 3.1 17 13.2 34 26.4 

Weak linkages bin government & youth 19 14.7 29 22 .5 29 22.5 

Total 129 100 129 100 129 100 

Source: (S urvey result, 2007) 

The respondents indicated that they know youth organizations which were tenninated due to vanous 

reasons. Accordingly, the major factors that were identified as a cause for the tennination of the youth 

organizations were lack of support by kebele officials to youth activities (56.7%) and weak leadership 

(35.9%). Moreover, low community sUpp0l1 (28.1 %) and lack of interest of the youth (25.6%) were 

mentioned as other factors (refer to Table 20). Disagreement among youth members was also identified as 

another cause of termination which leads to weak leadership. Though this cause was not identified by 

most of the survey respondents it was mentioned by the focus group discussants as one of the major 

causes of termination. On the other hand , the analysis of the focus groups revealed that in addition to 

disagreement, lack of incentives, mismanagement of the youth organization (by the leaders for their own 

benefit and abandoning the youth group when the youth at the management got employed) were 

mentioned as a cause. According to an interview conducted with officials, problems of leadership had 

been a major cause for the termination of the youth associations and many youth have a sense of 

hopelessness about the future. They believe they are di scriminated against, misunderstood and not given 

the opportunity to make their own choices and express their opinions. 
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Table 20 Ranked Reasons for the Termination of the Clubs Activities by Respondents 

Detai ls Primary reason Second. Reason Not a reason Don ' t know Total 

Count % count % Count % Count % Count 

Lack of kebele support 72 56.7 42 33. 1 3 2.4 10 7.9 127 

Lack of community support 36 28. I 44 34.4 36 28.1 12 9.4 128 

Weak leadership of youth 46 35 .9 49 38.3 16 12.5 17 13.3 128 

Lack of interest of youth 33 25.6 49 38.0 29 22.5 18 14.0 129 

Source: (Survey result, 2007) 

The author would like to wind up the d iscussion by quoting what one FGD panelist stated : "Since the 

problems and issues that yo uth face in their lives are interdisciplinary, so must be the problem-solving 

approach. However, future collaborative activiti es must be community-driven and have significant input 

from youth ." 
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CHAPTER 6: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 Summary and Conclusions 

The acti ve involvement and full parti cipation of young people in environmental protection activities is 

affected by various facto rs and in various ways. These factors include : the awareness of young people 

about participation and environmental protection; the awareness of the community about the youth and its 

participation; the involvement of the youth in di fferent environmental and development acti vities; the 

performance of the youth organizations/clubs in the city; the participation of the youth in the youth 

organizations/clubs; the support of formal and infomlal institutions to the young people to participate in 

the envirorullental protection activities ; the knowledge of the youth and local leaders about yo uth and 

environmental poli cy. 

To conduct the study on challenges of urban yo uth participation in environmental protection, various data 

were generated by using a questionnaire, check- li sts fo r interviews and FGDs. Based on the data 

generated, the findings are discussed and recolllmendations were forwarded. 

The key findings of the study can be summari zed as follows: 

• Regarding the awareness of the youth about environmental pollution and environmental education, 

the majori ty of them have indicated that they are aware of different types of pollutions. Most of he 

respondents (58%) are aware of water and air pollution, some 20.2% are aware of water pollution 

only and 18.6% are aware of air pollution and onl y 3.9% are aware of all types of pollutions. 

Concerning environm ental education, 85.5% know that it is given in the school with other subjects . 

The FGD paneli sts and interviews stated that, the awareness of the youth on envi ronmental issue is 
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limited to some types of environmental problems like pollution. There is lack of information, 

education and training for the young people to learn about the effect of environmental problems 

and their so lutions . 

• Regarding their understanding about the concept of participation, almost all the respondents 

(96.1 %) have indicated that they know it very well. However, according to the FGD results the 

concept of youth participation is related with issues such as HIV/AIDS clubs and community 

services by most of the youth. The real youth participation involves recognizing and nurturing the 

strength, interests and abi li ties of young people by providing real opportunities for the youth to 

become involved in decisions that affect them both at individual level and with systems that they 

are part of. 

• Regarding awareness of the youth about the role of the youth group and the individual youth in 

environmental activities, 96.9 % of the respondents believe that the youth group has a role to play. 

On the other hand 51.1 % of the respondents do not believe that the individual youth have a role in 

the environmental protection activities. This shows that there is a knowledge gap between 

individual and group responsibility. This is also supported by the FGD results which asserted that 

it is due to the problem of youth access to information as an empowering tool for participation. 

What ever information is availab le for youth is not communicated to the youth in a friendly way. 

Even if young people do believe in the vision ofpal1icipation, there is no space for them within the 

process and their individuality is not recognized. 
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• With respect to the policy issues, the survey indicates that 51.9 % of the respondents do not have 

any idea about the youth policy of the country. Of the respondents, 48 .1 % have an idea about the 

policy with onl y 17 .7 % of the respondents read the policy document. According to the interview 

and the FGD resu lts most of the youth as well as the community have got no knowledge about the 

policy. This indicates that there is a big gap between the government and the youth (community). 

There is no trend of po licy advocacy to create awareness about the policy of the country to the 

yo uth as well as to the society. 

• Most of the respondents (48. 1%) answered that the yo uth participate on HlY/AIDS prevention 

activities, whereas 20.9 % of the respondents answered that the youth participate on envirolllilental 

protection activities. This implies that, the participation of the young people is low on 

environmental protection activities than HIY/AIDS. This is due to the one-time events that have 

limited va lue if they are not linked to ongo ing processes and lack of resource in the case of 

environmental protection activities. According to the FGD results youth part icipation in 

environmental protection programs is low due to lack of support, meaningful activi ties, a real 

sense of pm1icipation and 0ppol1unity to develop skills. An interview with expel1 from NGO 

indicated that when young people take up roles for which they do not have sufficient skills and 

experi ences, they may become di scouraged by what is required of them. 

• On the other hand, 56.7 % of the respondents have indicated that one of the major problems for the 

weak participation and termination of the youth organization/club was lack of kebele support, and 

weak leadersh ip (by the leaders fo r their own benefit and abandoning the youth group when the 

youth at the management get employment) of the yo uth organization/club was also another reason. 
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In addition to the above two reasons, lack of financial support was also stated as a major reason by 

the FGD paneli sts and interviewees. 

• Even though there is a better support from the NGOs than the other institutions, there is no strong 

collaboration between stakeholders who work with the youth. There is also lack of holistic 

approach involving the whole community, sllch as civic societies, teachers, NGOs, govemmental 

institutions etc. 

• The study revealed a problem with the local government and NGOs who can' t reach out beyond 

the high achievers. The other youth, whose participation is often not requested for a variety of 

reasons (and therefore, whose experiences often go unheard), like those not being outspoken, 

having ski lls that are less easily recognized and having a busy work and school schedules,are 

ignored. 

• The young people were not invo lved in the planning, implementation and evaluation process of the 

environmental protection programs of the city. This could have brought a strong sense of 

belongingness and ownership to the youth by essentially leading to sustainabi lity and Immense 

benefits of the programs. 

• Lack of empowering young people to participate through the provision of information, training and 

support, including clearly defining their roles and responsibilities were mentioned as challenges on 

the part of the youth. On the other hand, absence of adult initiatives, lack of support from formal 
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and in forma l institutions, and absence of strong youth organizations to encourage the pmiicipation 

of the yo uth on environmental protection were major challenges identified by the respondents. 

Demographically, the youth constitute the majority of the world 's population. Despite their large number, 

however, their concel1ls are relegated to the mm·gins and exc lusively restri cted with such issues as school 

and sp0l1s. Young people have important environmental concel1ls and responsibilities. Because of their 

longer life expectancy, they will have to live for quite some time with the consequences of a deteriorating 

envirollllent left to them by their parents. Fortunately, the youth have a special talent for invention and the 

development of new forms of action and activism that can generate more effective responses to 

environmental issues. 

The youth have both special concerns and special responsibilities in relation to the environment. A 

number of environmental risks and hazards affect young people disproportionately. They are forced to li ve 

for an extended period of time with the deteriorating envirorunent bequeathed to them by earli er 

generations. Young people will be compelled to engage in new forms of action and activ ism that wi ll 

generate effecti ve responses to ecological challenges. 

The positive youth pm1icipation approach implies a shift in systems and services to give all young people 

access to services and opportuniti es, with an emphasis on doing so through family and communiti es. 

Through those systems, the youth can develop into healthy adults by gaining a sense of competence, 

usefulness, belongingness, and power. Youth participation can provide young people with some or all of 

these facto rs when they are offered support, meaningful activiti es, a real sense of participation, and 

oppol1unities to develop sk ills. The youth have the right to pat1icipate in issues that affect their li ves and 
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have a ri ght to explore their potentials. They also have responsibilities that must be relegated to the older 

generation. 

The find ings of th is study indicated that there is lack of infonnation, education and training for the yo ung 

people to learn about the effect of environmental problems and their so lutions. Young people are not 

involved in decisions that affect them both at ind ividual level and with systems that are part of it. There is 

no trend of policy advocacy to create awareness about the policies of the country to the youth as well as to 

the soc iety. There is lack of holi stic approach involving all stakeholders, such as civic societies, teachers, 

NGOs, govemmental institutions etc. The major problems for the weak paJ1icipation and tenni nation of 

the youth organization/club were lack of fin ancial support, and weak leadership. 

The findings indicated that the above challenges can be solved by giving due attention to thi s neglected 

part of the society in whom huge potential for sustainable development is available. The youth 

pal1icipation in environmental protection programs should assure individual gains, awareness of their 

environment and acquire and exchange the knowledge, values, and skills, experiences that will enable 

them to act individually or co llectively to so lve present and future envirorunental problems. 

Communication strategies that are relevant to yo uth are necessary if young people are to remain motivated 

and initiated. There has to be a paradigm shift in terms of how adults think about youth. Plans should be 

shared openl y with adult decision-makers in intergenerational discussions. Within th is dialogue, young 

people must be allowed to design its format, and lead the di scussions process and its development. 

Generally, from the programming and service points off view, the youth development frameworks need to 

move away from deficit models by val uing yo ung people for their potentials . 
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6.2. Recommendations 

Based on the findings of the study and the literature reviewed, the following recommendations are made: 

• I mproving access to information at the local leve l by setting up resource centers, providing 

vocational training and di sseminating environmental research works. Empowering young people to 

paliicipate through the provision of infonnation , training and support, including clearl y defining 

roles and responsibilities is a big way out. 

• Communication strategies that are relevant to youth are necessary Young people have to be 

motivated and initiated. Because thi s offers a number of advantages including: increase the number 

of effective youth educators which are responsible. These can be achieved through providing 

accurate info11l1ation and skill s at appropriate level and style, so that the young people could be 

encouraged. It may sometimes be instructive to app ly what is known as the 'Peer Education 

Model' as a communication strategy. This model helps to develop young people's skills by 

creating ro les for young people to educate their peers. 

• Reforming and extending both formal and informal environmental education and inducing 

the media to playa more effective role in facilitating social leaming about the environment. This 

can be achieved through using the local rad io stations like FM 108. Achieving a higher level of 

education in environmental issues endows the individual with the abi li ty to manage resources more 

efficiently, to conceive new ideas and new frontiers of environmental protection activities. The 

educat ion sector employs a large number of teachers and touches a large number of students. The 

highl y structured institutional nature of educational system, the yo ung age of students at first 

contact with the system and long period of physical stay in the educational environment are good 
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opportunities to gIve environmenta l education in the school. Educating teachers and students 

means educating families and communities. These al so can be accomplished through using mini ­

medias in schools and school clubs as a medi a. 

• The media is a powerful tool in shaping public opinion . When the news focuses on youth as 

victims and criminals rather than as peer educators or youth council presidents, it is difficult to 

raise public awareness about young people. It is thus important that the media portray the youth as 

strong and resourceful individuals in search of avenues for civic engagement and underline the 

pos itive contributions that can be made by the youth to their communities, such as through 

vo lunteer work. 

• Building Effective Youth-Adult Partnerships: A true partnership is one in which each party has 

the opportunity to make suggestions and decisions and in which the contribution of each is 

recognized and va lued. A youth-adult partnership is one in which adults work in full partnership 

with young people on issues facing the youth andlor on programs and po licies affecting youth 

organizations that successfull y involve young people in meaningful ways. The partnership can be 

translated into po li cies and programs that incorporate the youth as partners in building 

communities . Achiev ing thi s atti tudinal change in the home, school environment and in the 

community is essential if the yo uth are to participate meaningfull y. 

• Young people's participation in decision-making provides opportunities for them to influence or 

have ' their say' on issues of importance to them. Getting involved also means young people will 

ieal1l new skill s along the way. Acti vely engaging young people in the des ign and deli very of 
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public policies, programs and services that impact on their li ves is common sense and is critical to 

their success. 

• Youth participation does not simply increase as a result of yo ung people being incorporated into 

ad ult dec ision-making processes. Youth participation must be institutionalized in issues, 

settings and practices that are very much part of young people 's lives. These settings include 

school , local govelTIIllent, youth organizations, issue-based clubs and spolis teams. Legislation, 

policy frameworks and sustainable funding that recognize youth pmiicipation are important 

dimensions of community and youth development. 

• Promotion of strong youth organization and environmental clubs for the youth . Strengthen 

the invo lvement of the youth in environmental conservation programs and especially 

representation in committees at all levels. Estab li sh linkage between environmental committees at 

di strict (woreda) level with environmental clubs in schools. 

• Coordination and networking between stake holders and programs. It avoids resource wastage 

and duplication of effolis, enhances success through documenting and di sseminating best practices 

and research findings, avail technical support, and ensure a smooth flow of funds and information 

dissemination. 

• Participate in monitoring policy implementation . It is important that the youth be represented 

and consulted by the organs responsible for monitoring and implementing policy fomlulation . 
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• Generally, it is important to pursue a positive approach to youth development. Holistic 

strategies for addressing children and youth's complex set needs should be employed. This 

approach recognizes that we need to ensure young people develop the ski lls, values and attitudes 

they need to succeed today, rather than just in the future. This approach also recognizes that young 

people are not problems to be solved but are problem solvers themselves. This paradigm 

emphasizes that the youth are assets to the community, and active agents of change who can 

contribute their energy, idealism and insight to a community's growth and progress. They are not 

merely passive recipients of programs and support. 
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APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 List of Interviewees 

I -Mekonnen Morkote 

2-Bedecha Tabeto 

3-Bogale Tamene 

4-Tesfaye Alemu 

5-Girma Ibren 

6-Werkineh Feyisa 

7-Nigatu Asres 

8- Mebrate Shiferaw 

9- Desalegn Hirpe 

1 O-Mulu Mengesha 

Misrak kebele Official 

Edigetbesira Kebele Official 

DILLA Medan Acts(NGO) Project Officer 

Dilla High School Teacher 

Dilla City HTV Secretariat Head 

Gedio Zone Youth and Sport Expert 

Dilla City Youth and Spol1 Expert 

Dilla City Counci l Mayor Committee 

Dilla City Youth Organization Chairman 

Ayertena Kebele Official 

Appendix 2 List of participants in the FGD 

1- Wubishet Desalegn 

2- Fasi l Bekele 

3- Eshetu Worku 

4- Endalelign Birhanu 

5- Tofic Hamza 

6- Sisay Gizaw 

7- Konjit Kinfe 

Save Generation Youth center Coordinator 

Yenege Sew Youth center Member 

Tsinat Theater Club Coordinator 

Dinen Enadin Anti -AIDS Club Coordinator 

Dilla Municipality Surveyor 

Member of Youth Club 

Dilla Medan Acts (NGO) Staff 
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8- Elsa Tezera 

9- Adissu Demeke 

10- Yousu f J emal 

11- Belay Seyoum 

12- Simret Tamre 

13- Mignot Alebachew 

14- Tizta Eshete 

15- Feysel Ahmed 

Chora Anti-AIDS Club Member 

Misrak kebele Youth Organization Leadership 

Edigetbesira Kebele Youth Organization Leadership 

Ayer1ena Kebele Youth Organization Leadership 

Member of Youth Organization 

Member of Youth Organization 

Member of Youth Organization 

Member of Youth Club 

Appendix 3 Checklist for Interviews with Key Informants 

1-What balTiers are there in your areas which prevent the youth from getting involved in issues relating to 

environmental protection? 

2-1n what kind of activ ities are the youth involved? 

3-What strategies do you have to over come the barriers associated with environmental protection in your 

communi ty? 

4-How is your organization performing in areas of youth? 

5-Does the yo uth have any contribution in development activities? If your answer is yes, in what kind of 

activities? 

6- Does successful youth participation necessarily need the involvement of adults? 

7-00 you support and motivate the yo uth to participate in environmental care and protection? 

8-What is your and your organization's role in the participation of youth? 

9-How do you rate the participation of the youth in your area? 

Great ( ), Satisfactory ( ), Unsatisfactory ( ) 
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10-What is the support needed by the young people to actively participate in youth activities? 

II-Do yo u think the local govemment is concerned about the participation of the youth? Ifno why? 

12-DO yo u think the NGOs are concerned about the participation of the yo uth? If no why? 

13- DO you think the CBOs are concerned about the participation of the youth? Ifno why? 

14-Are there any governmental problems the youth face to be active participants in environmental 

protection? Ex plain. 

15- Are there any economic problems the youth face to be active pat1icipant in enviromnental protection 

acti vities? Explain. 

16-Are there any social problems the youth face to be active participant in environmental protection 

activ ities? Explain . 

17-AJ:e there any incentives given to yo uth pal1icipation initiated by the youth themselves? 

18-What are the conducive environments created for active youth participation? 

19-Arethere an y plans to invo lve the yo uth in more participation? 

20- Are there questions I' ve left out that are important? Do you have any questions of me? 

Appendix 4 Open ended qnestions for FGD 

1- How do you defi ne yo uth participation? 

2-What image do the youth have about participation in their local area 

-what area does it cover? 

3- How important is it for people of their age to participate in environmental protection activities; reason 

why/why not 

4- How interested are the youth to participate in environmental protection acti vity; reasons why/why not 

-what interests them? 

-how do the show their in terest/lack of interest 
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5- What ban'iers are there in your areas which prevent the youth from getting involved in issues relating to 

envirolUnental protection? 

6-What strategies do you have to over come the barriers associated with environmental protection in your 

co mm un i ty? 

7- What is the support needed by the young people to actively participate in youth activities? 

8- Do you think the local government, NGOs, and CBOs are concerned about the participation of the 

youth? Discuss. 

9- Are there any governmental, social, and economical problems the youth face to be active participants in 

environmental protection? Discuss. 

10-What options are avai lable for the youth to express their views about any development activity (e.g at 

home, school , with friends, in local community and kebeles) 

II-Explain to them the objectives of the research and ask them if they have any other comments to make. 

Appendix 5 Questionnaire Prepared for Youth Aged 15-24 

The aim of thi s questionnaire is to see the participation of youth in environmental protection activities in 

Dilla Town. If yo u answer the questions below carefully it has a deci sive role for the research. r need your 

patience while yo u fill the questionnaire. Thanks in advance for giving your precious time. 

How to fill the information 

I) For questions which have no choices give yo ur answer in the blank spaces. 

2) For questions which have choice circle the answer of your choice (you can give more than one 

answer) . 

3) For questions in a box put 'X' for your answer. 

Part onc- Gencrallnformation 
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I. City Dil la Town 

2. Kebele 

, 
Sex Ole D ale J. 

4. Age 

5. Marital Status Dried UnC}ied DivorcD 

6. Educational background 

a) Illiterate c) Grade 1-4 

b) Grade d) Grade 9- I 2 e) > I 2 

7. If you are a student your school ______________ _ 

8. Health condition a) Healthy b) Disabled 

9. Job a) Student e) Civi l Servant 

b) Withdraw from school d) Private Job 

c) No Job f) House wife 

Part Two Awareness about Environmental Protection and Participation 

I. Have you heard about environmental protection? 

a) Yes b) No 

2. If your answer is yes from whom do you heard? 

a) School d) Newspaper 

b) Radio e) Family 

c) Television f) meeting g) If any other 

3. If you heard about environmental protection which ones do you know? 

a) Water po ll ution c) Sound pollution 
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b) Air pollution d) If any other ________ _ 

4. If you are a student is there environmental lesson in yo ur school? 

a) Yes b) No 

5. If your answer is yes how can you get the lesson? 

a) Yes one subj ect b) With other subject 

6. If your answer is with other subj ect which subject? 

a) Chemistry d) Amharic 

b) Biology e) Engli sh 

c) Geography t) If any other ________ _ 

7. Do you know about the activity in environmental protection in yo ur town? 

a) Yes, I know b) No, I don't know 

If your answer for question NQ 7 is yes, I know answer the following two questions? 

8. Which environmental protection acti vity is done in your town? 

a) Cleaning the town 

b) Planting trees d) cleaning tunnels 

c) Collection plastic bags e) If any other ______ _ 

9. Which patt of the society palticipates in the activity? 

a) All res idents of the town d) Youth association 

b) Women e) Schools 

c) Youth t) Old aged g) If any other _____ _ 

10. If you haven't heard how to protect environmental pollution what do 
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you think the reason will be? 

a) There is no lesson abo ut environmental protection in our school 

b) I do not follow Mass Media 

c) I am not interested to know 

d) lfanyother _____________ _ 

11. Do you know what meant by participation of the youth? 

a) I know b) I don't know 

12. If your answer for question eleven is I know what do you think how 

the participation is? 

a) Political movement d) Cultural movement 

b) Economical movement e) If any other _________ _ 

c) Social movement 

13. What do you think to confinn the participation of the youth? 

a) The youth should participate in development plans while planning up to implementation. 

b) Participate in di fferent socials movements 

c) Participate in different meetings. 

d) Participate in different yo uth and social organizations. 

e) If any other ____________ _ 

Part Three Participation of the youth 

14. Do you believe that the youth has a part to change his enviror1l11ent as 

well as the society? 

a) Yes, T believe b) No, I haven't 
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15. Do you believe that you have a role to change the envirolUllent as well as the society? 

a) Yes b) No 

16. If your answer for question number fifteen is No, what is the reason? 

17. In your parti cipation on envirolUllental protection have you got acceptance 

from res idents in your town? 

a) Yes, T have b, No, I haven't 

18. If your answer for questi on seventeen is No I haven ' t , what is the reason? 

a) There is an assumption that most youths are addicted of drugs 

b) There is gap between the relationship of society and yo uth 

c) Lack of awareness of the society 

d) If any other __________ _ 

19. In doing environmental protection work is there acceptance from 

your teacher? a) Yes b) No 

20. If your answer for question Nineteen is 110 what is the reason? 

a) The main focus of teachers is on the regular education program 

b) Teachers have no be li eve on students 

c) There is gas in the relationship between teachers and students 

d) Lack of awareness on the part of teachers 

e) If anyother ___________ _ 

21 . If yo u li ve together with your families have you got acceptance from your family in helping the society as 

well as envirolUllental protection? 

a) Yes b) No 
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22. If your answer for question twenty one is No, it hasn't what is the reason? 

a) I have no permission from family to go out after school 

b) They believe that it has a relation with politics 

c) They believe it has an impact in education 

d) If any other __________ _ 

22. Is there acceptance from Kebele and city administration to participate in environmental protection? 

a) Yes, there is b) No, it here is not 

23. How do yo u participate to alleviate the problem of the society and protection of environment? 

a) By planning d) No participation 

b) Introducing the plan to the society e) If any other ______ _ 

c) By implementing the plan 

24. Is there any budget allocation to participate the youth on environmental development 

a) Yes b) NO 

25. For question twenty three if your answer is No, what is the reason? 

a) The relationship between Kebele, ci ty administration and youth is not that much interesting? 

b) The have negative attitude towards the youth 

c) They are not willing to organize the youth 

d) More emphasis is given for politics than development 

e) If anyother __________ _ 

26. Is there any pal1icipation of youth in your town especiall y in the concern of the youth? 

a) Yes b) No 

27. If your answer for question twenty seven is yes, on which activity do they participate? 

a) teaching the society about HIV/ AIDS and fami ly planning 
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b) cleaning the environment and plann ing trees 

c) helping elders, street boys and street girl s. 

d) Participate on development plans together with Kebele administration 

e) If anyother _____________ _ 

28. If your answer for question twenty seven is No, what is the reason? 

a) Lack of social acceptance 

b) There is no interest on the part of the youth 

c) Lack of awareness on the part of the youth 

d) There is no interest from Kebele administration to work together 

with the youth 

e) Youth associations are monopolized by few youth members 

f) Ifany other ____________ _ 

29. If you are a student is there environmental protection club in your school? a)Yes 

c) I don 't know 

30. If your answer for question twenty nine is Yes, in what activ ities does the club participate? 

a) In cleaning the city d) teaching the society 

b) In planting tress e) If anyother ______ _ 

c) Improving the awareness of student 

31. Do you participate in the club as a member? 

a) Yes, I participate b) No, I don ' t participate 

32. If your answer for question twenty-nine is No, what do you think the reason will be? 

a. Lack of interest from school administration 

b. No body is willing to take responsibility 

88 

b) No 



c. Lack of awareness on the part of students 

d. Teachers give more emphasis only for education 

e. If any other __________ _ 

33. In your town or Kebele is there youth association or clubs? 

a) Yes b) No c) I don ' t know 

34. If your answer for question thirty-three is yes, on what activities they participate? 

a. On environmental protection 

b. Anti Aids Movement 

c. Helping orphans 

35. What seem your participations in the clubs? 

a) Very high b) High c) Low 

d) Supporting elders 

e) Ifanyother 

4) I have no participation 

Part four- Support of formal and informal institutions 

36. Support for clubs fro m Kebele or city administration? 

Type of support High Low No Support 

Helping in establishing clubs 

Financial support 

Stationery Material &Equipment 

Organizing alt workshops 
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37. Support from Non govenunent organizations for clubs 

Type of support High Low No Support I Do not know 

Helping in establishing clubs 

Financial SUppOit 

Stationery Material &Equipment 

Organizing alt workshops 

38. Regarding city envirorunental protection those who work together with the youth. 

Name of the organization 

City administration 

Kebele administration 

Non governmental organization 

Youth association & clubs 

CBOs 

39. What is the reason for the termination of clubs lassociations/. 

Reason Main Reason May be a reason Not a reason I don ' t 

know 

Lack of interest on the part of the youth 

Lack of support from Kebeles 

Lack of support from residents 

Poor adminish·ation of youth leaders 
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40. Do you know there is a policy of youth by the government? 

a) Yes b) No 

4 I. If your answer for question 4 I is yes, how do you know? 

a) From family 

b) From School 

c) From youth association 

4) From Mass media 

5) From Kebe le administration 

6) If any other 

42. During planning policy about the youth is there any participation of the youth? 

b)No c) I don't know 

43. If your answer for question forty two is yes, on what basis? 

a. By evaluating the policy 

b. Participate in policy planning 

c. Providing idea for policy makers 

d. Ifanyother _______ _ 

44. Have you read the policy about youth? 

a) Yes b) No 

45 . If your answer for question forty four is yes, do you believe that it has an advantage for the youth? 

a) Yes b) No c) I don't know 

46. Do you know if there is a policy about environmental protection? 

a) Yes, I know b) No, I don't know 

a) 

47. What are the obstacles for the youth not to palticipate in enviromnental protection? Give a rank you 

think that is a reason. 

_____ Lack of awareness on the part of the youth 

_____ The youth addicted in different habits. 
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_ _____ There is no encouragement for the youth 

______ Youth association are not active 

______ The Government gives low attention for the issue 

______ Kebele administration has a negative attitude towards the youth . 

If any other __________ _ 

48. General Comment _______________________ _ 
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Appendix 6 Save Generation Youth Center members touring around Dilla town 
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Appendix 7 Members of Dinen Enadin Anti-AIDS Clnb 
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Appendix 8 Members of Safe Generation Cleaning their Environment 

• 
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Appendix 9 Members of Dinen Enadin Participating in Cleaning tbeir Kebele 

• 
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